Abstract "A Tale of Two Autobiographies: From Colonial Natal to Vermont, 1859-1905"

Two nineteenth-century autobiography texts are compared regarding their representation of personal experience and point of view. The texts are linked. One, published in 1859, is a life history by a Zulu man who had recently fought in a battle between factions in the Zulu kingdom. Perhaps the first published text in IsiZulu attributable to an indigenous author, the narrative was elicited and transcribed by a missionary interviewer who provided a translation to accompany the text. The other text is the missionary's own autobiography, published in America decades later. Although the two texts are linked, they are almost polar opposites in how they represent self, personal experience, and intertextual relations (such as accounts of other people's discourse). On these points, what the texts leave out is as revealing as what they include. Drawing on concepts of cryptotype (from Whorf) and erasure (from Gal & Irvine), the comparison between these texts focuses on their omissions and discusses how these are linked to ideologies of language, community, personal identity, and audience. The comparison further permits considering the relationship between the concepts of cryptotype and erasure themselves.
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