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Guns· and civilisation by E. J. Hobsbawm 

THE WRDS OF HUMAN IC.IND, b-,, 
V. G. JG er nan ( W iedenfeld and N icolst>tG, 
63s). 

IN the yearn before 1914 Europe, " at 
the zenith of its physical oower in 

1lhe world, was at the nadir of its moral 
caa,acity to lead lt" The argument of 
Kiernan's bri1hant book on European 
attitudes towards tlhe outside world in the 
"imperial age " is that the Ollle caused 
1Ibe other. One might say that the 
EuroP,ean conquests were historically 
anomalous, being victories of the 
advanced over the backwaird, thanks to 
that no v e 1 fact, a revolutionary, 
science-based technology. For most of. the 
previous two milleqnia tlhe typical 
oonquerors had been barbarians. aware of 
their inferiority in all but fighting, and 
pe11haps morals and . reliigion, to the 
submissive civilisations : Arabs, Norsemen, 
Crusaders, Mongols. The Europeans 
lacked such modesty. They could con­
centrate happily on enjoyi'Ilg power and 
making money, h'eeure m the certain,ty that 
they were bringing the highest civilisation 
-because they were brin,ging machine-guns. 

" EurQJ>eanS, throu,eh whom Europe, 
manifested itself to the worud, were a 
motlley throng : elegant dii>loonatists, 
buccaneers, hymn-singing missionaries, 
drunken seamen, and alongside them all 
the faceless soldier in uniform," joine4 
later by the proconsul and ·file business 
man. " To a people like tihe Chinese it 

must have seemed as if a band of freaks 
had broken loose from some bizarre 
madhouse." All had in common a sense 
of satisfied superio1ity-for in " the 
colonies " even failures could have the 
illusion. even the reality, of success--a 
superiority which they increasirn(ly 
thought of as biologioail. By a curious 
classificatory • illusion the Syrian or 
Persian was perceived as " coloured;' 
the visible differeoces between Kashmiris. 
Yoruba, and Cantonese vainis:hed into an 
undifferentiated negritude. 'fhat standby 
of eighteenth-eentury social criticism, the 
sophisticated non.European commenting 
on the curious customs of the West, gave 
wav to the universal Sltereotype l)f 
infantilism. " They are only Asiatics " 
wrote Captain S. Osborn, disinterred by 
Kiem.an. " Treat them as children ; make 
them do wthat is for their own benefit as 
well as our own, and all difficulties in 
China are at an end." He was mistaken: 

Yet paradoxically the Western bar­
barians did indeed bring modern 
civilisation and their victims recognised 
it and learned frQID them. It is 
characteristic of the European conquest 
that. the tea~rs recognised their pupils 
only by their use of W estem mins an<l not 
by that of Western ideas. The Japanese 
stopped being "half-civilised" the 
moment they won wars. The Bengalis 
remained a breed of iTJferior weaklings, 
devious alild too clever by half, like the 
Jews. whose bona fides among anti­
Semites and their like was finally estalb­
lished not by Marx, Einstein, and Freud, 

but by t!be dlrleo ♦ay a.at ._ Clllllld 
conquer others. 

Luckily for European 11elf-esteem. fe,w 
non-EuropeaDB had proved their capacity 
to defeat Europeans by 1914, except 
occasionally by means of simple bar­
barian bravery and guiole (Path.ans, Zulus, 
Berbel's) whioh could be admired wthile 
its possessors were being massacred, 
exiled, or recruited ioto colonial armies. 
This did not threaten white superiority. 
Indeed, as the nineteenth century 
advanced, the mission to rule orevailed 
over that of bringing civilisation to the 
dark heathen. East was Eam and West 
was West Bourgeois, utilitarian, radical 
BritiSh rule ended up in India by 
disguising a dumov little queen and 
sportsmen from the shires a.s Mogul 
emperors. 

Kiernan. whose knOWlledge is as 
encyclopaedic as his style is elegant aod 
witty, ranges over the entire globe. 
InevitaJbily t!he treatment ili uneven ; a 
shade too condensed in the introduction, 
cursory for some parts of the world. The 
author, whose spiritual location for his 
survey is in Lahore, is strongest on Sooth 
and West Asia. The cha·I>ter on India is 
masterly. It will afone be worth the price 
of the book when, as it ought and will. 
it goes into paperback. One is almost 
tempted to say it is worth the price of. 
too h.ardbaclc. This is a notable book on 
a remarkable if depressing subject, 
though one that enicourages black humour. 
It is not easy to think of an:v othe 
historian wtho could have written it 
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"CANDY" was one of the funniest•books 
I evt·r read: "Candy" (Odeon, Kensing­
ton, from today) is one of the least funny 
films. What went wrong ? The book's 
humour (and I am speaking of the un­
expurgated versfon) depended a lot on 
Candy·s non-stop and delightfully des­
cribed defilement. In the film, she just 
keePS on getting her clothes rather 
messily torn off, so the dream-like pneu­
matic bliiIB of the experience is rather 
Jost in the camera's constant search for 
angles that will be sexy and yet get past 
the censor. 

Then, too, "Candy" was a picaresque 
fantasy. The cinema does not generally 
do too well by fantasy : it is one thing to 
have a long-distance lorry described as 
being a guru's lair ; it is another to have 
to present it. Throughout the film, things 
which sounded funny in the book are 
much less so when one actually sees 
them laboriously realised. The picaresque 
element in the book becomes in the film 
something more like aimless wandering 
from sequence to sequence than anything 
else, and the final climax of the novel is 
totally muffed in the film. Admirers of 
the novel will also be puzzled by the 
fact that Candy's constantly repeated 
exclamation " Good grief ! " is totally 
ab5ent from the film. 

Of course director Christian Marquand, 
ex-actor that he is, gives a lot of his 
colleagues what must have been a lot of 
fun : Charles Aznavour turns up as the 
Hunchback, Richard Burton as the poet 
McPhisto, John Huston as Doctor Dunlap, 
Ringo Starr as the Mexican gardener, 
Marlon Brando as Grind!, James Coburn 
as Doctor Krankheit, and Walter 

CAMBRIDGE THE 
Philip Hope-Wallac 

The Merry Wi 
" THE MERRY WIDOW " sti 

under the lash of Fiona 
(Monday's " Guardian") mana 
little waltz around at the 
Theatre, though it is sheer ba 
after two previews the official 
should have taken place wit 
also swirling round outsid 
operetta is probably, along 
let" and Gounod's " Faust," 
indestructible of theatrical m 

It can hardly fail. But you 
have a good try. The last mi 
opening act. are among the 
sure-fire curtains, but they o 
left as they were planned. 
now on view, the third sine 
does not trust the original sc 
is a moment of loving warfar 
baritone and a soprano with 
tune to unite them in anger. 
version brings on too many o 
including the ladies of light 
belong to the final act and thi 
the entrance of the hero, Dan 
ing from his visit to Maxim's 
It is goodhearted but not smart 
it is not effective as done th· 
• The basis is Sadler's Wells's 
with words by Christopher 
it has been filled out with n 
in a production which has b 
the United States. But I 
misses the bitch unctilio 
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