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'l'HE CO,.,HT OF Tm~ SPECIAL COMMISSIONERS FOR :1JLULAND 

November 15th 1888 to A:pril 27th 1889 (London 1889) 

LSummary of contents . Kinshi:p detalis on clan cards. Material 
relevant to events or themes not directly connected with 
the resisitance for which the Zulu were put on trial noted on 
individual's record cards or on 'theme' cards_} 
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:mo Name Indictment Result Sentence Page 

1 Somhlolo 

2 Umsomkele 
Ndabayake 
Mtateni 
Masekwana 
Lugoloza 
Dhlemdhlem 

3 Nsuguzonke 

4. Ndcbukih 

High Treason, Rebel-Guilty: High Treason5 years: hard 6-49 
lion, and Public labour 
Violence 

High Treason 
Rebellion, and 
Public Vrlaace 

Murder 

High Treacm,Rebel­
lion, and Public 
Violence 

Guklty, severally xii5years severally 
High Treason Hard laboun 67-

Guilty: c Jr~ole 
Homicide 

Guli:l ty: High 
Treaa:on 

142 

12; hard labour 51-65 

15 years 143-
without hard labour 362 



5 Tshinga.na 

6 Dinuzulu 

7 Dinuznlu 

8 Uxibilili 
Umarabele 
Utang.-.feni 
Umabonsana 

9 Umpikwa 
Usiyabi 

High Treason, Rebel-Gullty: High 
lion, an~Tublic Treason 
Vimlence -- --

Murder 

HiE;h '1'reason,1 ebel 
lion, and Public 
Violence 

hooting with 
intent to commit m 
murder 

Murder 

Crown enters 
a "Folle Prsegui 

10 years: without 
har labour 

gulrlty 
not guilty 

II 

II 

guilty 
Not guilty 

12 years: 
uthout hard labour 363-

544 
Discharged as to -7-
tha t indictment 858 
Guilty: -Tigh 
Treason 

576-
856 

8 years: hard labour 

Sentenced to death 
discahrged 

545-
575 

859-
884 

Application for the arrest of Zibepu ........... Refused ............ 885-896 
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l Pro~~amation ( by Havelock appointing the three Commissioners on 16/10/88. 
fuoood L.Jv\J\a"'cl No hJ \~S'&\ -
NO I Indictment that Somhlo"'lo son of Mvundhlana is guilty of High Treason 
Re bee lion and _ ublic Violence. In t:rt in June :nd July 1888 at Hlopekulu 
mount-in they commited hif'h treason and 2 on 2/7/88 at Hlopekulu they 
rn~,de Har ace.inst the Queen and 3 in June c:nd July 1888 he assisted Tshirig'2Ila 
in 1lebellion a 2.inst the Queen. 
p8 :aegistrats Record 1-risoncr pleaded not euil ty, on 16/11/88 and 'JY Car:rnbell 
ui thdrew after applying for a month to prepare the pri r;r ner' s defence. 
17/11/88-19/11/88 39/ witnesses for the defence called. 20/11/ prisoner 
gave his own defence and 21/11 called his witnesses and judgemnt civen 
on 22/11. 
pl0 ~fotes of evidence recorded by the President. Mabele pives evidence for STate. 
Despite witnesses attmeptsto disuade him prisoner obeyed Tshing2na's 
rnessen~ers and ,,ent to him at the Hlopekulu. He joined through fear and a 
Dutchman threatened him. pl3 Matshana ka Vundhlana gives evidence that 
'Somhlolo acted under protest. Tshineana acted on orders of Dinuzulu out of 
fear of Zibhebhu who was to attack him. 
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pl5 17/11/88 Nondhlenle xi fror::i one of Mkosana's kraals gives evidence. 
Somhlo.lo was f'o.J:cPd ta go to _Tshinrr:ana.. on ·n of death~!ill._j;h> "liyela who 
went to Tshin ~na feared z. pl9 Mdeli iho lives under omhlolo 
p21 Unsunswana. L-•e fired_/ " could a person have stayed at he-me and not e 
have been killed? We were all afraid, we were afraid of each other ••• t, 

p23 }'!.ansel rives evidence An ~ccount of the attack of 2/7. 19/11 Evidence 
continued p25. p27 llH Osborn 'ives evidence p28 Bukwana Nives evidence 
Somhlolo went to Tshingana throuf"h fear p30 Addison ""ives evidecnc 
p3l Knight rives evidence Descrioes ho-1 Somhlolo was loy· 1 before defecting 
and believes he did so through fear. p34 Prisoner's declaration on 
21/9/88 Eoined the Uauthu to save himself and his pepple. 
p35 Somhlolo gives evidecne in his de~ence on 20/11 qe acted urwillingly 
through fear. p41 For Somhlolo :Ilanguzana reports that he was sent 
by ~.Dutchman livin~ in_, Zululand (Vpn Rooyen) to C"Q to Tshingana 11B: h2d lied 
earlier to prot~ct the tchman. p42 Matata p43 Mahlabincwana 21/11 
P44 Sikonyana Confirms v'hat had gone before and thrt Somhlolo had not t&'en 
part in the fight and that he was an ry with Tshingana and refused a least th2-t 
he had offefe5 him. 8~6 Deputy Attorney -General addressed the Court for 
the :"'rosecuiio&1:sp 5~s through the history of "suthu resisitance Somhlolo 
joined the Usuthu "in law, he who joins a la,:less ;iurty is responsible with 
them for lawless acts committed by that arty after he :oins" 2 Hlopekulu 
fight "Somhlolo's 0 lleced inaction at Hlopekulu fir-h_,__ does not affect his 
liablil±ty" 3 Assisting Tshingana Irisoners fear no excuse in law. -
This is explained to the risoner who makes statement He left hispeople 
though_fear and in_an attmept to save them from Dinuzulu_l "my heart did 
not think of ···ar, 1. t thought only of death and and I went to hide myself" 



co 427/6 
16051. 
Heport 'on visit to 

.... Mitch to· Knut 129 
Minutes seen 

Zululand in C5982 
16/7/89 

j_Arrived Eshbwe 12/7. ttEshowe has~ alpeady ecome a village of some pretensio 
ns, and the road from Tugela is· now a very fair one./ /The public 
buildinga 'are barely sufficient for the requriemnt of theplace, and as the 
colony devleops, must be gradually increased." 
LZu.luland Police very efficent. £21,579 hut collected at the time 
coma red with £10, 950 at this time last year &id hasbeen paid with 
ttalactrity. The Usutu alone made difficulties, pleading poverty and 
asking to be exmepted from this year'stax. As however, I was convinced 
that, in a great majority of cases, this plea was untrue, I directed the 
Resident to inist on the payment, hx:lttmgxx Jmving him discretion 
in cases wherer there was real proverty. Tiiesepeople arenow paying 
their taxes, and there will probably be but few instances where 
it will be necessary to exercise indulgence./ 
LSaw the imprionsed chiefs._! "Thesemen had literally no complaints to mak 
e except that they were not allowedfreedom or, in their own words, to 
'see the grass'./ /'1\ie rationx issued to each of them is large being 
about four times that of an ordinary European. Tiie thre frist named 
LN d and Nt I ar~ each a lowed an attendant who brings them their food 

'_j '.I! 
and does all that they may; require. hey are averse to taking exercise, 
but they are i;ermitted to do so outside the gaol whnever they desire at 



• 
at propoer hours. he two ciils occupied by them are sufficiently commodious, 
and larger than the~hutsw½ich they ordinarily inhaibt. • Indeed thier amsmost 
solitary grievance expressed to me was that their attendants were not 
permitted to constantly occupy thesame ceslls astheir chiefs •••• 
I see no rason to sup,ose that the mild form if impriosnment under which 
theya-e detained is having, or is likely to have, any bad effect on their 
bodily or ment~l heatlh. / /~ am gad tb be able to terminate this brief 
de patch -0y etating that I believe Zululand to be at present in a state of 
peace and apparently of contenemtnet." 



c) 427/1 
14884 
Hav to Holl No 11 28/6/87 
LEstablishment: gives deatils 
minute by CO official 

of· establishiment ihese notes taken from g 

Resident M. Osborn 
Commissioner 

Salary 

£1000+ £200 

Approved by Treasurty in 
13218 

Secretaey & 
Accountant 

for travelling 
A .. S.Windhan £300 " 

Sec for 
~ulula'nd 

Ass. Comm. 
& Res Man 

II 

II 

G.Browne £100 

NA.. tL- wt 
AL Pr~torious _£450 

11~~ ,-rJ, 
JLKriight • £450 
J..M ,- N, -. 

A J Shepstone 11 

R It Add'ison 11 
• 

~ 

Commandant o~ G Mansel £600 
Zululand Police 

Sub Inspect'or J H Osborn . £250 
of ditto 

" Lt C E Fierce 11 

II vacant 

II 

Two old three additional asst 
Comma. approved at salary not 
exceeding th~ old rate of £4~ 
Tream /r3'2'18 

It 

No increase 

One old and two additional subalte 
anproved Treas _132~8 



Clerk to 
Res Comm 

Clerk & Zulu -
interpeter 

W S Windham £175 

M Oftebro £125 
A Muirhead " 
A J E Marits 11 

vacant 
vacant 

Increase of £25 a proved Treas/ 
13218 

Hzav - Hol 28/6/87 
LI reported the appointment of Knight to you in 20/4 apd told you of his 
his character and qulaifications: in addition he speeaks Dutch, an impdltant 
qulaifiecation_/ The ap1:ointment of A J Shepstone to thenew office at 
Lwr Mfolosi: he is_/ " ••• I consider admirably weil ElUalified, krlx by 
training and experinece, for this office; Hebeijrs a hight character, he 

.. 

knows the Zulu language thoroughly, and is well acqua~ned with the country and 
it ::people He "was recommended to me by Sir Herny Bulwer for an apnointment of 
thid kind ••• 11 LThe office at Ndwandwe is· es-pecially important because 
D N and M reside there and I ha e lJ)pointedAddison_/ "who hasbeen strongly 
recommended for the post yy Mr. Osborn. Mr Addison has served for four 
yearsin the Reserve Territory Carbineers, and druing that time he has 
acquired considerable ex~erience in the affiars of Zululand. He has a 
perfect knowlege of the Zulu languag-e. • - • 

Minutes discuss the finacial aspects."I presume nothing need by said s th 
the permance of these appointments. Zululand, unlike Basu~alnad & Bechanalnd, 
is likely to be durable, & if it should eventylly be annexed to Natal, and 
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Natal should have responsbile Government, the Zulu pensions will be on the 
dmae footing as the pesnions of exisitng Natal officials ••• " 



.. 



co 427/7 
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Havelock to Under so of S 16/7/89 
LObservatipn on proclamtion. concerning mining:_/ 
Minutes "It is a somewah important que~tion ofpolicy which might be 
further discussed with Sir A !..avelock verbally. It is'more than 
proba le that ·Zu.1uland will be incor~orated with Natal beforemany years. 
The adopted of the Bechunaland Law, however might have the· effect of 
rendering th.e Natalians less anxious ior this result, which would be a 
desirable 'result.r E F 24/7/89 , . 
J: would follow isr A Havelock's i:idivse & have the·· same system in Zululand 
and } tal, .''.. Herbert ·and Knutsford tends t·o agre·e., 

The letter. LAcks theirs of 8/7 enclsing Hav's procl,atuion II of 
1889 to make bett~r povisiod as to Mining in Zululand and .the reqeust for 
comments_) "Your remark .that the Proclamtion appears .to contemplae an 
extnestion of indivudal property in land in Zululand, ad you say that 
the S of S presumes that some such extension is inevitable. You add that 
the Proclamtion proceeds, however, upon the assumption that the right of 
Mining in pirvate lands is to le abanonded to the owner, who alone is to have 
the right to propsect or mine, or to allow prospecting or mining; and that 
it is only in case the owner negelcts to exerciset these righ s of 
propsecting or mining, that his land can le turned into a pulic gold filed. 
You then proceed to say that, as private property in land hardlyecisits 
at present in Zululand, the question is pracitcally freefrom vested interests 
but that it appear jesirable to the S of S that the ~overnment should have 
full power to proclaim a pjlbid gold field, and to issue prspecting 



licenses on any land, the ownder of the land b being compensated for 
surface damage &C. / /I would beg le~e to ~Y, in the first place, 
that in v iew of the close relations of Zululan·d with Natal, and in view 
of the ~robable incorporation·or the fomrer country in the latter, 
at no very distant date, it has, as I understand, with the approval of 

• the Sec of State, been taken cE a guiding principle, that the Laws 
enabted for Zululand should, as far as possible, be made to assimilate w 
with the Laws of Natal. It osul seem that his principle is nerhpas more 
important in its bearing on laws affecting the tenure of land, and the 
the pr~viliges and rightsof the owners of land, than on most other 
classews of Laws. And, I would point out,, that theZululand Mining 
Porcolamtion has been made, ih pursuance of this• pric iple, mutatits 
mutandis,. ideintical with the Natal Mines Lasw ••••••• 

With re~pect to yqurobservation that private property in land hardly 
exisits at present in 4ululand, and that, conse~uenlty,the question 
is pricatically free from vested interests Lmust point out that 
quit rent tenure .is the system in Privos ~ and that is where some of 
the be·t gold minist prospects exixt. 



co 427/6 
18803 
Minutes 
Mitch to Knut 27/8/89 Forwards supplementary estimatns for 1889 
Osb to Mitch 16/8/89 
Knut to:xMi:± Treausty. 19/10/89 

"The toal expected excesses amount to £9462, but of this total £2000 is tte 
for the repayment of the balance of the advance from Imperial funds, and 
is not properly expendli.ture •••• by far the largest amount being the cahrge 
for the Spee Comm for the trial of the Zulu Chiefs impicated in 
the recnet distubances the toatl coast of this trial was £4454, 
the expnse having been much increased, as the Lrods Comrs. are aware, 
by the great number of wintnsees summoned for the defence, and other 
dilatory proceedings ••••• I am to recoommend that the Lo~ds Cors 
shou sacntion these Supplematy Estimates as they stand. fhetoal 
expenditure of the year could not possoibly have been foreseen with~curacy 
in veiw of the changing circumstances of Zululand & Lord Knutsford 
feels that great creid is doe to those for the adminstration for the 
hifgly siatifacoty reuslts of the period in question." 
0 add that His ld. concoudes that as the advance is now paid off their Lds. 
will not require to have the Etms. of Zululand submitted to them in 
future. 
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