SNA 1/1/108

SNA 705/88

[ﬁemeber these are not in order - these seem to be the starting papep_/
-1

CE (A Hime) tto RE 23/8/88 CE 2128/88
"Pressing Do you requrie any more natives for the Railway Works beyond Ladysmith"







R SNA Minute papers 1888
1/1/108

= SNAT05/88  {REI492/88 —CE 2128/88) Z%his’ismﬂatalfGovernmentfRailways:"!* =
Resident Engineer Minute paper entitleg/"Natives required for Extns.

beyond Ladysmith" Z.I take it in order as it|appegears in the file - what .
starts it of our the following to minutes_/ (Wo!/ have muec h fuke “‘“’*”‘A“-fwéa

Res Engineer fxmi’Colonial Engineer 24/8/88

"We are not in want of any more natives the Department but there are several
ontractors whose gangs are far m short of what they should be I do not know
however if Kafirs called out by Govt could be given to the Contractors."

Col Engineer Hime to SNA 24/8/88 [/For your info and comments_/

SNA to Col Engineer 25/8/88 "I would suggest that those contractors who are
inwant of labour should apply for a licence to import it in terms of Law No.l1l5
1871 section 15, Having obtained it he might send a Native with it to Mr
;Arthur Shepstone at the Enkandhla who would most probably be able o supply
3 n z i St o Y.

him," /Henrique She stone, the SNA_/ There 's a change here_/
Rexrdiimgmciex  Catlmrtmme ke enrcaieainge r 26/9/ 88 RE to CE

I enclose a minute from District Engineer Constrctn Bn _/ "on the subject

of further requirements of natives and shall be gald if you can arrange with th e
SNA for the calling out of these men," [ﬁ fers to RE 1541/88 CE 2298/88

sent to you on 12/9/88 and RE 585/88 and CE 1071/88_/

/ . Y . ‘o " F‘ n . -_bh
(L5500 UR Bt Tobila T I e 0/ B99/00 Mimte NG Iatyentth Bt




"I enclsoe a statement shewing the number of Kafirs supplied to me by Govt:,
with the dates of the commencement and completeion of their engagements. From
this you will see that between the 15th & 27th of October I shall lose 126 —
men and within the first week of November a ' further geng of 116, As it takes
several eeks for these men to be recruited, I am of opinion that steps should
be taken, to arply to Govt: for men to replace them, By that time the
platelaying beyondPundays River will be in hand,

"Statement of the Num ers, recruiting ground, date of enagagement and date of
completiton of natives under a 6 month's engatement,"

Recruiting  Date of Date of Completion
ground Engagement Completion
e~ 1888 1888

T 18/4 18/10 -
P>

i b B2

Ixopo

Zulu Reserve v : 3
John Dunn 1 \A \/\/""Q

No.

Ixopo
Ixopo
Greytwon
Greytwon
Greytwon
Iloyds




SNA 705/88 cont. 2

"Statement of the Numbers,recruiting gound, date of engagement, and date of
completion of natives under a 6 months ! engatement "

Recruiting Date of Date of No.
ground Engagement Completion
1888 1888
Greytown 18/4 18/10 47
Ixopo 20/4 20/10
Txopo 27/4 27/10
Greytown 1/5 1/11
Ixopo 1/5 1/11
F#5po0 3/5 3/11
Zulu Reserve T/5 7/11
John Dunn 7/5 7/11
Ixopo 26/6 26/12
Ixopo 3/7 3/1
Greytwon 3/7 3/1
Gretown /1 7/1
Greytwon 16/7 16/1
Lloyds 15/4 15/10

To leave in October
November

December
January
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SNA 1705/88 cont dxdx 2,1 , o et v ‘ I8
R/ 1450/88 DEC (District Engineer Construction( Shores to RE" ' 25/9/88

"Tn further referecne to my DEC 1299/88 of 7th inst wherein I pointed
out the necessity of taking steps to keep up the present strength of my
gangs by providing men to ®place those whose engatements are about to expire
, I am of opinion that it will be necessary to further augment the nameber of men
employed by an additional 200, and I should be glad if arrangments could be
made to supply me with this further number,

I could point out to Fpu that as the basllasting is completed it becomes
necessary to leae lengths gangs to maitain it and that the gangs which I am
now arranging for this prupose will have to be retained on the lst Section
during the year of maintenance and will thus be withdrawn from the platelaying
nad ballasting = say to the extent of 100 to 1RO men, Besides these I shall
require to have on this section a good finishing up g,ng to complete various
works along the road, make up banks &c and I shall require a further gang for
leading up stuff for making up banks, ballast & for the train which I shall
require on this section for the next four months, Then there will be the
ballst train to load completing the ballasting beyond Elandlasgte either from
Johsons/?/ or B_rne's pits /?/ - or both -~ and I shall also be ballsting
the Wessles neck section from Barne's quarry with the material engine, so that
I shall require a stoong lacding gang &t that quazrry, All this is in addition
to the buking /?/ in which will be proceeding at the same time, so that an
increase in the strength of my gangs appears to me absolutely necessary,




I have felt somethwat shorthanded for some weeks past but as Ihave been
sble to utilize Mr Gillett's max /7/ gang fom loading I have tried to avoid askin
for in reased strength as.long as I could see my way to getting along without it"

N.Eo




SNA '705/88 cont. 3

RE to CE 26/9/88 "Pressing Am I to understznd that the number of natives
you now require is 200, and that these 200 are to be aslditional to those
applied for in R.E. 1541/88 to replace others whose temr of ser¥ice is about
to expire? 7 I shall be much obliged if you will furnish me with a
Return sherwing the “total number of Coolie and Native lahourers empldyed
departmentally on the Extension, and stating the manner in which they are
employed, voe

What I wish to know with regard to the number of labourers is the
strength of the several gangs and the manner in which each gang is employed."

CE to RE 27/9/88 LTne men now asked for are addtional to those applied for
RE 1541/88 and 200 in number_/

CE to SNA 1/10/88 "Will you please cause steps to be taken for the early
xupply of the 200 natives now applied for , Wages to be the same as before,
viz 1/~ per working day

RE to CE Memorandum 1/10/88

"The Dist Engr at Ladysmith has wired me to know, if he is likley to receive
recruits to replace the 126 natives, whose time expires on the 15th inst.
Please infrom the SNA of the urgency of this matter as failing these men

the work to a great extent will be at a standstill,.”






SNA 705/88 cont. 4

"Réturn of Indina & Native Iabor* employed Departmentally on Sundays' River
Extension

Kafirs Coolies Totalss
Yard. Ioading & Offloading Material employed with

Carpenters, Smiths &c 39 39
Trolley boys, Hospital Servits: Hagmen, Scavengersé&c 9
Police, Messengers, Chainmen & Trolley boys both
at L'smith & Wasch Bank 23 32
Masonry Stonewalling & Platelayers houses 17 17
Bridgework (Iron) 31 31
Ballasting Loadlng & Offloaidng No.2 Engine 41
" Noe3 Engine 42
Filling & Offlaoding Earth at E Laagte Stn & SRivBrdge
&loading & Offleading: Ballast No.i Do. 68 5 156
Permanent Way Lifting & Ballasting No,l Gyng King 40
No.2 Gunman 16
3 McCarter 24
4 Dunfi 30
5 Little 36
6 Benson 35
z Gillot 2
Fletcher 3
and Vo,10 Gang Edwards (42 Mass 30 (42)
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SNA T705/88 cont 5

SNA to OE 3/10/88 / orwards reply from Res Comm
SNa ro Res Comm 2/16738 (teleg) "Papers SNA 771/88 relative to labour for Gov

_ on Railway Extemsion sent you Sept 14, Will you be able to supply the

126 Natives by the 15th inst They are urgently required , work will be to a
great extent at a stand still without them. The Res Engineer has also applied
for 200 Natives in addition to the above number to mbe sent either with them
or as soon after as possible, Please reply."

Res Comm to SNA 3/10/88 "Yours yesteréay one hundred and thrity native
labourers for Govt railays are being collected and will I trust reach Ladysmith
by the 15th I understand from papers T71l that the additional men were

required in November & later on they will now be collected & sent as soon

as possible."

C E to SNA 4/10/88 /You do not seem to have makde it clear that the 200 are
additional to adl pvsly applied for. See my minute of 26/9 to R E

and his reply of 27/9

SNA to CE 5/10/88 /I have sent a nother telegram

CE to SNA 6/10/88 [/ Let me know when you receive any more info. on these
natives_/







SNA 705/88 cont 6

/On 16/10 RE in PMB receives a telegram asking if there is any more news of
" Zulus having left"

/RExa=ksxtio@Ex C asks the SNA on 16/10_/
RemxS@mmmocx RM* Eshowe to SNA Natal 16/10 ™88 natives sent this day for
Ladysmith for railway works in addition to those I advised you of yesterday™

11/10/88* Res Com to SNA /8l native labourers sent from here yesterday
to Magistrate ladysmith more being collected /

CE to SNA 22/10/88 "#x ",..I trust that the Resident Commissioner fully
understands that the 200 natives applied for in these papers were additional
to those applied for in in former papers to replace others whose term of service
expries as follows., Osbober 126 November 116 December 42

January 59 Total 343. "

SNA to CE 24/10/88 /I have witten to the RES Comm telling him /

Res Eng to C E 30/10/88 /I retained these papers in connection with a
converstaion I had with the SNA referring to the batches of Zulus due in
December & January nest., The Dist Engr would prefer that these be sent in
one batch of 100 men in December - please inform SNA.™

SNa instructs his office on 30/10 to write to Res Com saying RE would like
the balance of 200 in batches of 100, Done 31/10/83_/







SNA I/1/133
Unumbered private letters from Osborn to H Shepstone

Eshowe 11/10/88%

"My dear Henrique I haveyours of the 5th - Saunders is colecting
the labourers you require for the Govt Ry works - 81 men were started
off yesterday to the Magte ladysmith & more will follow soon I trust
the full compliment* (atout 300 I think) will reach Ladysmith before
close of the month., Some of the labour agents from Natal have been
very busy lately engaging kafirs giving the chiefs a substantial fee for
each man supplied . This makes it rather difficult for us to procure
men = the Chiefs naturally being in favour of dealing with the labour
agent, John Dunn especially has been doing a good business in that
line I understand, / /I find that Dunn has been ganting passes to
men going into Natal with labour agents, Zjnstruct your border Magsts
not to accept these passes,







SNA 1/1/106

SNA 438/88

J R Dunn to SNA 1 June 1888 Zululand

"] beg to offer my services to the Natal Government for the introduction of
labour from Zululand to Natal, and request you will respeditfully

intimate the same to HT the G,
As you are aware I acted as agent for the Natal Government in former years,"

David Hunter Gemeral Manager Natal Government Railways 20 June 1888

[Xour of 1/6 has been referred to me, Please inform us on what terms you
would be able to supply labour, how many , what rates of wages, what period of
timq_/ "Tn regard to the last mentioned point I attach grest importance to the
stipu-ltion that the men should engage for a pgeriod of not less than twelve monthg

I may add that it would be very satifactory to my Department if a steady

and ®liable suprly of labout at moderate wages could be kept up, and I shall
be glmixx very glad to gwail myself of your agency in this matter if suitable
terms can be arranged,"

Dunn to Hunter 16/6/88 [Refers to &ove and states_/ "that when I wrote to
the SNA, it was with a view of establishing a labour depot under §yt of Natal for
the general benefit of the Colony, ang an office for the registration of
labourers entering Natal I acted as Agent for the Natal Government some years
ago and the system worked well, unless some system is again carried out, you

can never be sure of any labour supply from Zululand, my intended proposition



was to have established a regular depot, for labourers who wished to enter
Natal, such men to be forwarded by me to an Agent for Government in Natal Myself
to receive a salary, as I did in former years, from Government, and all lahour
~—to be registered as allotted to those engaging them, such employers to pay a
fee per head to Government to rate /?/ according to terms of service , in
fact a modifyed sum of the present Coolie emigration system, this would I
feel confidant secure to Natal a constant labour supply, and it would put a
stop to Natal being overrun with loafers and vagabonds which is sure to be the
case if something is not done soon to check this, 7

~/I have only had an acknowlegemnt of repepti from the SNA_/

Minutes SNA to HE 4/6/88 "If any large number of labourers are requried for
the railway extentison Works, Mr Dunn's offer would I think be deserving

of consideration, I have no dixmmix doubt that he would be able to get
labourers more readily than say any one esle, I think that if it should
become necessary for the Govt., to have a labout Agent, the Rgilway Dept

should itself make arrangements with Mr, Dunn.,”

Hav refers to Gén Manager NGR [§Rl, on looking at Dunn's reply, notes that
nn want to be appointed agent, like pvsly when he recieved £300pa and
2/6 a head, 1878, 2557 lapgurers z;yigishguld be taken in full see next card, -
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SNA 438/88 cont 2 'Minute SNA to HE 8/7/88

n

From the letter written by Mr Dunn to the General Manager YE will see that he
wishes to @ appointed our sole agent for the importation of native lsbour

at a fixed slary., He held this appointment previous to the Zulu War at a

slary of £300 per 2ogpum and a fee of 2/6 for each labouter introduced, for
which he had to them at five depots along the route, In 1878 he
introduced 2557 natives for whom he received the 2/6 fee amounting to £319/12/6
in addition to his salary, In 1880 he was reappointed but without slary and
received a fee of 5/= each on 2539 men equal to £634/7/6 and in 1881 he receive d
£48%/7/6, In the year 1882 the fee was reduced to 4/- and he received £425, !
After this the immigration stopped and in 1884 he xain offered to carry it on
but asked 25/- ahead, he was offered 5/= bur declined it,

Hav to Colonial Secretary 9/7/68
"Please consult with the Col Emgineer to advise me on this matter. (1)

As to wether such an arrangemnt to procure labout is desirable & (2)
whether the details of the proposal are satifactory."







SN  Minute papers 1888
1/1/106
355/88 RM Msinga H F Fymn 4/5/88 to SNA

"I have reason to believe that there are persons indirectly introducing
labour from Zululand, without the lawful authority of HE theG, for Contractors
of Railways extention purposes, in ignrance of such being unlawful,...
/Suggest the law on this is publices in the Governet Gazette._/

Minutes [ﬁE agrees that a Notice should be issueq_/ * but I do not desire,
under present circumstances, to put difficulties in the ay of Natives from
Zululand comint to work in Natal, so please instruct the RMS by a
Circular, to give every facility consistent with the requirements of the law

and of ech particular case,

SNA to HE 14/5/88 /Submits notice for approval._/ "A fee of 1/= for ach

pass is made payable by Law No.52/87. This fee the A¥tny Genl

says cannot be remmitted by UE, It will fall rather heavily upon a person
introeucing a number, The strict letter of the Iaw might be carried out by
instrcutioninf rhw RMg to include all the Natives introduced by an European to
be included in one pass & to charge a shilling for i , Tje instructions to RM'
are that a fee of 1/- is to ® charged for each Native included in a Pass,"

HE to SNA 16/5/88 "The intention of the ILaw would, I fear, be violated
by including a number of Natives under one pass, I think we had better let the
matter rest, until at any mte, complaints are made by employees.,

PHTOCOPY THE DOCUMENTS
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Minutes

< SWA 1/1/106
‘SNA 427/88

H , Sjothun  The. storekkeepr at the 1M Magistract -

e Sjothum to SNA 26/5/88 [Appllcation o 1nt"oude unspei01fied number of

labourers. ipto Natal_/
s T

TAs! éove [5000 for six monthé from 7/6 to 20/~ for Farm and plantatlon work

iz to 30/~ for mine and railway work_/

As above asnwer to yours_/ "lst I.have: places for over 800 men,.. I made
application for.-}000 a round number so as, not.to have to apply for. “Licence
again’ if more orders comés. Not matlves will be sent by me unless I have

and from 23i

: “places ‘for them,

2ndly: 550 are ordered for the Rallway works and 59 for a coal mine in the

Klip Rover Country,

The men will riot be sent out in one gang of 1000 but will be sent most
probably in gangs of from 10 to 30 at a time whever so many can e brought
together, The magistrate in this country that issues the psses will be infrome d
of the precise destination of each man or of each gang sent,"

ter letter of 26/5 He is sent the Laws and Regulations
After letter of 14/8 H Shepstone the SNA asks Osborn what he thinks
REs Comm to SNA 28/8/88
"I know of nothing against +the granting of a license to the




applicant to take labourers from Zululand to Natal, I doubt, however, the
advisability of authorising him to the extent of one thousand labourers,
from the context of his application, it wouldseem that he has no defined
ascertained empolyment for the men, Heevidently intends to bargain with
employees to supply them from time to time with a certain number of labourers
which he then assigns tq;them-afterzproqgring them in Zululand, T may be
mistaken, but I think and venture to say thst such a practice is objectionable
and might lead to abuse and difficulties.:.[;Ehis,would not apply if he
speicified the emploqunt*and“told the men beforg they left Zululand
Shepstone to Sjothun 20/9/88 ot , :
[Forwards licence saying that it should be endorseds.,_/

his licence should be exhibited to the authorities in Zululand whenever

Judging

,,,,,



SNA

SNA 1/1/106
421/88

F, Galloway to SNA 28/5/88 /Hmimxx According
10255 arplies for licence _/ "fo introduce into
fileds from Zululand 100 Zulu labouters at 30/-

to Govt Ntocie “
Natal on their ay to the Yold
per month™/







SNA 1/1/108
SNA 430/88

J R and E Saudners Tongaat (Tongati is how it is spelt on the letter head)
to SNA  / In compliance with the recently published notice  31/5/88
apply to introude 50 men from Zululand to work on the coast at 8-10/- a month /







SNA 1/1/106

SNA 434/88 Stephen Sullivan to SNA 2/6/88

/[For permission to introduce 200 men ffom beyond borders of Colony to work
for not less than 8 months at 25-307-_/







SNA 1/1/106

414/88
Minute Residemt Magistrate Newcastle to SNA 25/5/88

"satives on their way from Zulualnd to the Transvaal goldfields pass here

and present the psses issued to them by the authorities oxkmxxx there at this
office,

I should like to know whether it is the intetion of the passes Regulations that
natives hsould be requried under such circumstances to ® provided with a pss for
the period occupied in passing though this Colony, oxr whether they can be allowed
to go through on the auhtority of the passes they obtain in Zululand without
further payment provided they show their passes and get them visé ed at this

office,







SNA Minute papers 1888
1/1/108
——8NA 622/88 Emile Jancke BSloemfontein to SNA 27/7/688 S —

[?he government of the Congo FreeState of Brussels Belgium has asked him

to obtain information on recruitment of natives from SA, Want 4-600

to L‘ork for three or four years as carriers or labourers on the plantations, and
as “ative Polce, Pag T70/- a month all found /this is probably an error

as the next sentence says those with rade or chiefs will get 30/~ a montth
They will be picked up by steamer from any colonial port._/

Minutes

SNA to Hav 6/8/88 "It wduld be quite impossible to get the men here to go to
the Congo and even were any willing to go, the terms offered would not tempt
them, DMuch higher wages being abtainable within regzch of the Colony."







SNa Minute Papers 1888
1/1/108
732/88 R E (NGR) to SNA 29/8/88

Z?he bearers Abrey and Wise are the Contractors for the Newcastle section of
the Railway Extension (37%) miles) and require to imrort about 2000 labourers
from surrounding countries, Give them permits to do so_/

Abrey and Wise to SNA PMB 31/8/88
[ﬁequests permits for 2000 labourers at 1/- a working day. Requests that
if possible +that ten licinces be made for 100 men each and 20 for fifty men._j

Minutes ~one and RM Newcastle Msinga Umvoti Lower Tugela and ANI Mapumulo
infromed on 3/9/88
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SNA I/1/109
818/88
George Ashby to SNA 24/9/88 Biggarberg Ext

élLabour from Zululand for railway work, To send son for 40 at 30/- for
thrity days work, or 25/- per month not exceeding 6 mths_/

834/88  Wagstaffe Biggarsberg to SNA = 27/9/88 teleg

[Apl for licence 300 natives from Zululand / "Nephew gone to your
brother to obtain that number"

/xXkkx all these licenses are granted /

D.J,Pretorious  Waterfall Provsio B 16/10/88 and 25/9/88
Lo intoruduce 100 labourers to Natal at 26/- a month and 6d for meat

on Sautrudays for 6 months,

Ty roknre) o= 875/88 % David Roberts & 500 from Zululand
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SNA I/1/110
912 88

[?he background to the drive into Zululand for labour in 188 is
coming out clearly now, Natal road works ammxX=idwx Railway needs
labour badly. Wages however have been pushed up by Tvl goldfiields,
As a result isbalo has collapsed, and labour recruting becoming

~ Dproblem generally

CE Natal to SNA 20/10/88 /Printed fxmmx Form

50 Natives are requéred for Newcastle Division Raod party to increase
the strenth. It is requested that the RM of Newcasle, and the RM

of Umsinga may be directed to supply these “atives to report themselves
to Mr Sanderson CED,"

Minutes, Shepstone asks RM Msinga to supply and if he can't
apprach RM Umvoti 22/10/88
RM Umvoti wxidkes "I havethis day called upon Chief Mawele to supply
me with 25 men of his tribe in this Yivision,
As T have lately supplied a great number of men to theCol, Engineer! s
Dept. in Newcastle, L,dysmith and Msingia Yivisions, will you please be
good to supply the remainder from your District. *. Fynn RM Msinga 25/10/88

RM Msinga " I am ® quite unable to camply with your request having
had to supply large numbers to the Col., Engineers Department and
the Govt Railway works." J Rustace Fannin RM 29/10/88




Fynn to SNA 30/10/88 "I am trying to get twenty five natives
It is difficult to find young men here anywhere, numbers having gone
to* the Goldfields diamond fields elsewhere,"

H “hepstone to Col Ahgineer 2/11/68 "For your information, I cannot
get the men, and I must say that I do not think that it is right
that the men should be foced into labour at 10/- a month, when the

;9/ on pulbic works in this City /?/ are peceiving from 25/- to
30/=."
A H, Hime to SNA Port Shepstone 6/11/88 Pressing

"Will you be good enough to lay this matter before HE without

dealy, as the want of native labout is now becoming a matter of
serious importance and is greatly hindering the work of my Department.
I cannot possibly ve expect3d to keep the roads of the Colony in
repair unless my requisitions for native labour are promptly complied
with, but it is scarcely my duty to say how this labour is to be
obtained, / / I would , however, point out that that, if the pay
of the natives in the Klip iver and Newcastle Divisions isto be
increased by 15/- to 20/- a month, the expenditure on thelloads will
be increased by about £5000 per annum for those two Divisions only,
but as it would, maifestly, be unfair to raise the wages of the natives
in those Divisions without at the same time rasing the wages of the natives
employed in all the other Pivisions of the Colony, the total increase
of expanditure under the Raod Vote would, probably , amount to
about £20,000 per annum, on the numberx of natives employed by my




Department would have to be so reduced that the maintencance of the roads
in anything like efficient repair would be an utter impossibility.
You must, however, be well aware that the offer of high wages
will not be any solution of the native labour difficulty; if such
had been the case you would have had no difficulty in supplying the
nativesrequried by me for the Railway Exstension and yet you had to
send to Zululand to obtain those natives. You must also be aware that

the. agents, employed by the Railway Contfactors to obtain native labow
for them, obtain it, as a rule , by paying the chiefs so much a head for
the natives they supply, thus proving that the chiefs areable to

supply the labour, if paid for so doing, but are unable to supply

it when ordered to do so by the overnment,

You allege, in other papers, that theChiefs have now less power
than they had formerly and that this is one of the principal reaons
why they are unable to supply the labour reguried by the overnment,
but surely the R.M.'s mm or A.N.L's could, on the representations of a
chief, punsih any natives who refuse to obey his orders.

I ask you to g lay these papers before HE at once because I have
been urged on other papers to use every endeavour to maintain in
good repair the main roads in continuation of the lines of railway,
and I desire HE to know that I cannot maintain the roads without
a plentiful supply of native labour,"







& the Chiefs can do notning. Should they refuse their Chiefs order when
calle out for the Sovt., the Chief reports it to the Mat., who has the

man arrested, & if the charge is found he'is punished: But this is

a course Wthh the chiefs do not like and will not willingly do

pnless obliged by -pressure from the MagisPrate as it ‘shows their

‘want  of authorlty and pover ‘80 clearly and pulhlcly fo’' their public,”

“Havelock writes T suppose to the . SNA 14/11/88
e dlffchlty of getting the lahour resuired lS much. to be regretted,
but it is not clear how to find a rem?”ngtal 1 ere- are other papers on
which I think the Col, ®ngineer deals 3

genmraEEYy with the question
of labiour for public *7 " works, Perh@as these papers suggest something
Teasible ™ - ,
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% 1 912/88 ,1cont, 23 S N R e NS ORERET.
- SNA to 'HE" 11/11/88 g '0;-':;'; s . U e
"Forwarded fer YE!s conslderation. ~The main paers on the labour
guestion are still with the: GRg - I: regret to say that'T have
now requisitions for over 200 natives for the Cln Engr which I have been
wmable to supply; the varlous RMS reprting that they could not get them,
as all or nearly ail’the young meén, who wére not watned at home for
planting - tha erqgs% werg either already on the road works or were
away at the’ Dlﬁﬁibﬂﬁ & old Flelds, & working on the: railway extenstion,
Lest yedr ‘at this time’ there were about 1200 Nativesprivded by % me
for the Col, Egr, and now there are I beleive over 2500 at work,
If it were possible to call out narives living imx om'unoccupied
farms the task of providing Natives would be a good deal easier, but
even then I thlnk the wages given should be about the same as that
current in the Divisions in which they work. 'I had no difficuty in
the men (200) asked for in a hurry by-thg_ggflwéx_égibggitles
& I have'no duubt,ILQ\\IH have mEkaimeix co continued the supply aix as the
wages were 1/- a day, but I km@w that I should have the demandsof the

Col. Eﬁgr.‘ib meet*& ¥ therefere preferred getting them from Zululand.

“ I am unaware of the 1 pract;ce of geeing- theChiefs for labourers ™
supplied to which the Coll. Engr, refers as heing prevalent in this
Colony. “he Chiefs havenot the power now to order out the men, and
the men know it and, if they did not wish to go, would and do refuse,




SNA 1/1/106

SNA 416/88 Daniel de Pass to SNA 28/5/88 Spence & Co Reunion Estate
"With refernece to the advertisment on the introduction of Natives for

Labore. I am wishful to take on suitable labour by way of assisting the

policy I urged IFlease send full particulars,.”

Ag above 18/6/88
Comp3dins of albour being drawn otu of the Colony =~ like the Diamond

ields now the Lahour Contractors_/
Minutes SNA to HE "It is a question of wages the labourer will always go where
his labour will be best paid, & Mr, De Pass' own letter shoys that here they
are illing to give 15/- a month while at the Diamond ¥& & old Fields they
would get 30/- a week, '

Coomnms o haiiimkooce - I do notk think that it would be practical
gor the Govt, to compel the Native labour as appears to be suggested,.se

Havelock agrees,_/







SFA I/1/110

926,/88 previosuly 336/88

/ In this there has been an inquiry for labour by Ce dept and they evenlyy
get it from Ixopo and Zululand, ©Some of the documents arenot here,
Taken rather impressioniscally

Res Engr to CE 17/5/88 "I now find we require more labour, Will
you please arragne for another 100 to ® supplied, as soon as possible "

CE to RE 18/5/88 "Do you want 100 more Natives in addition to the
100 expected from Zululand,?"

/Yes, Hime then asks SNA for 100 more for the Sundays fiver Extensio n
on 18/5/88, SNA agks the RC Zululand on 17/5/88 By the 23/5 there

i's no reply from RC_/

SNA to CE 26/5/8" "No reply has yet been recieved but I do not think
that there will be any difficuty."

RE to CE 11/6/88 "I shall be gald to know when these men may be
expected? Will the present state of Zululand , in any way affect the
getting these * and if so cann they be had in the Colony"

/Another teleg to Eshowe., R repeats the gpustion on 18/6 and Hime
asks on the same day_x if it can't be hurried up.




pPapers ciruclate without comment to end of October Telgs about recurting
and @soatch - most of them not dated._/ /Ysborn hasroderedhis from
the IM district. /




SNA661/88

—-owas lost by a majority of sixy

SNA Minufé{papers ISSég  ‘ Ly oA R dods e gl e b
1/1/108: -, R e SRR T e
W Hawkswoth, Hawkswood, Klesandra  8/8/88 to Colonial Sl
[tranemits copy of reolution brought gefoie t
and which _/ "owing o the goldfields interes

-

he rqgent.Piénte;g,conference
t outweighing-- the agricultural,

onsidering the importanece df‘the[fﬁuéétibﬁfréiééd iﬂ;fﬁétiibsdhtion to
emoyers of labout in this col ¥

dear Ibour supply if the pesent. exodous to the neighbouring states is not
chekced, " /this is why. I sulmit - the foll

' popan ollowings 1 Law should be mssed to
conserve our labouq;/ : .

"returning home a few days ago I travelled with an Alexandrian on a vigit
from the Transvgal goldfileds

who informed me that g Natal Kafir for mining
work = owing to his industrial training here - was equal to two, three and

sometimes four Transvaal natives & his wages was, in consequence
proportionately high ranging from 40/--50/- per month and that

for the supply of such labour was recruiting all over the c

If immediate restrictive steps are not tak
will set in to the detrement of our own labour supply. One recruiter at present
at work is wan ing 2,000 labouers which he can place in the nei

hborui
ini ch ag £ r head per mongh from the varlgﬁs emp8§ers
3ﬁgtggngg§g%nﬁg%haﬁigufor %he%rpguppiy. P

contractors
olony,

en a broad stream of emigration




Ti11 recently native wages averaged in this district from 11/- to 12/-
per month the recruiters offer 40/- and upwards, and although some resist the
temptation of such high pay they demand a considerable increase if they
remain at work as the supply beocmes more and more restricted 'a a severe
competition will casue wages to rlse to a ruinous hlﬂ‘ht* - .

Resolutlon POr‘tect employers from recuiters for forelgn states, e/

_Minutes " SNA to HE 14/8/8& MT do not see the Justlce of ‘the other course. A
man comes ‘here & says I want so ' many labourers & am ' ridomEximx

- i1ling to give 40/- or. 50/- a, month,- why should they not be'at liverty to go.
This appear to me to. be an attmept to keep down the rate of wages by refusing
“to allow labourers o 80 elsewhere teo try & better them%elves."

3 "I do' rot think ‘that any interference with the ordlnary course of demand and

su;ply’of labour  would be'justifiable," AEH 16/8/88




SNA Minute papers 1888 1/1/106
SNA 335/88

geoage ﬁshby, Arbuthnot & Young, John Croft, G.B.Gillet, G, Sutherland
. Wagstaffe, George Wagstaffe = Cairns Bros, Hrnest Stépany, Mowat &,Kéith
’

B.D.Pope, Geo E Maby, J , Johnsons /?/ Price to Col Seec 25 /4/88
hadysmith

/The above, all contractors on the Sundays fiver Extension of the NGR /

"Tn consequence of a very high rate of wages being given to natives

at th 1d Fields of the SAR, large num ers are leaving Natal attracted by this,
‘and im work on the Government Railways undertaken by the Contractors is most s
seriously hampered thereby, we being unable to obtain a  sufficieny of

Kaffir albour to aearry on our work with propoer expeidition./

[Fhere are three Agents in Iadysmith alone supplying Gold Field Companies

.nd receiving a Commission, Suggest that RM's be allowed to refuse passes

to work on the mines,_/

Minutes SNA to HE 4/5/88 "I do not see what right the Govt has to do such
a thing as this, I would practically give the peitioners the power o force
the natives to work for whatever they chose to give"

Havelock agrees and instructs reply as above,
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SNA Minute papers 1888

1/1/108
——Petition from Robert Wood and 48 others Weenen County undated SNA607/88

[All farmers_/ "That your petitioners are all more or less dependent in

their farming operations on native labour and knowing this they have from

time to time (at considerable sacrifice and inconvenience) located native

kraals on their farms, simply for the purpose of procuring a regular and

reliable supply of labour, and that now the demand for labour in the adjoining
state has become so great, they find their native lahourers are const_ntly breaki
their agreements to supply your petitioners with labour and proceeding to the
said gold fields, being there able to obtain far higher wages than your
petitioners can possibly afford to pay and +to their your peitioners great

loss and inconvenience,"

Your petitioners humbly point out that their native tenants cannot
legally leave the Colony ih search of labout or ttherwise without passes
obtained from Government and seeing that you petitioners native
tenants are all bound by agreement to supply labout to their landlords and
that they have for years enjoyned accommodation by living on your peitioners
farms, your pe“itioners think it hard that they should be now deprived of
the labout to which they are rightly and justly entitled through being unable
to afford to comunete for 1 bour against mining compnaies and others
requiring native latour in “the adjoining Repulbic,

Your peitioners therefore humbly pray YE to gut such restictions

n grawtin sses to na Stat t
prevent tgégg tenenats %XS ggﬁ%ﬁgd%ﬂ§1%0a§%é§hen S}ng d ?.?? s




[puggest this is done by the officers issuing p_sses restircitng movemeﬁﬁ_/ :

Minutes
/Hav refers it to SNA for comment/1/8/88

1)
/SNa asks xE2'SEc for a similar petition recieved the previous year,
Sec says G121 and 207/86=C0 193/86 appear to be the ones, and they were
sent to the Res Comm Zululand on 25/3/87 amd jave mpw beem cajjed fpr_/

SNA to HE 6/8/88 "Phe baw will not allow of the restriction proposed, The

question was raised in the Iegislative Council by Mr. Murray and through

the House was told that the Governor had not the power under the lLaw to do what
was proposed, the resoultion was passed as also an address forwading it to

YE, Mr Murray in his reply stating that he thought ‘it the duty of the Gvt., to

bring in a Bill amending the law to carry out the wishes of the Council,

I forward papers from Contractor on the Railway exsntion asking the same order

SNA 335/88,"

Havelock 8/8/88 "Please draft a reply pointing out the law in the matter ,
adding that any alteration of the law in the direction they indicate would
be unjust & inexpedient, and suggesting that if these persons infringe their
articles /?/ &t is to be presumed that there is a remedy at Law against them,

The Magistratex might be instructed to explain to these people when they ask
for passes that if they areunder contract to their landlords to work for them
they are probably liable to an action for work or contract, in leaving the Colony
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SNA
1/1/110
96%/88

CE to SNA 71/10/88 /100 natives for Newcastle Division for deviation
of Raod at Schein's Hoogte. BM Msinga and Newcastle should supply
th m to Sanderson Newcastle_/ "as soon as possible,"

Minutes SNA to CE 31/10/88 " Pepaers relating to the question of
wages for natives on the Roads are still with you, I can not supply
these natives, I have just sent a requeistion to Umsinga for 50 netives
for Newcastle and one fot 75 to Weenen., Perhpas there would not

be so much difficuty in getting natives were the wages given more in
accordance with those current in the Colony. The natives now they
know that men for roads are required all rush away to find work for
themselves whemethey know they can get higher rates of wage."

J F Barnet ACE to SNA 2/11/88

"I regard the question of "Wage" /[&¥ with respect to the Natives
turning out as a very secondary matter for consideration and in proof
s would point to the difficulty you still experience in obtaining
Natives for Railway Work even though the rate bef 1/- a day. You
must I think concur with me in thinking that what is really required
relative to this matter is a better definement of power and general
relations of the Chiefs with R.M.s the Secty N.A = A - and the v
Supreme Chief, As of course with their tribesbfix also. The olonlal




.

Engineer - now absent on duty = has with him the papers on the supply
of lxkmmix Iabor -for Pulbic Wrokrs and as I know how thoroughly he
realises the necessity which exists for promptly dealing with this on
a broad basis = you may shortly expect to receive the papers together with
his recommendations on the subject. The gustion has d&lready become
serious not only wil regard to.the Depritments chiefly conerned but

to the Govt generally = and as I venture to presume , (and to hope )

that until there is in your hands a more definite means of enforcing
your orders nothing important will be done /2/ ordering out the
extra emn which this Department requires, it would appear that we must
expect the difficutly in procuring native labour to continue for some
1ittle time longer."

SNA to CE 5/11/88 "The wages part of the question has a very great deal
to do with the matter. Natives camnot be expected to come forward
willingly to work for less than Xkmyx half the ages they can earn by
going out thesmelves, and thatis what they do directly it becomes known
that Govt. is calling out labour, I had no difficuty whatever in getting
the 200 men I supplied x from this Colony for the labout

on the Railway, you have been misinformed,

Barnet ACE to SNA 5/11/88 "I based my opinion on the fact that to
supply natives for Railway ILabout have had to go to Zululand and to give
the maximun wage. But granting all you aver - you will I think, concur




963/88

that, the difficulties, especially as regards Your Department, can
not be solved merely by the C.E.D, increasing the wage®m. I am
inclined to think that an increase of Wage - should not . be made
until  other matters and considerations bearing upon the general
working of the system, have been thought out and arranged.

Z:évelock sees without comment /

/ Barnett asks again for the 100 Pressing 27/11/88 and then :
swaublles over the number of the prevs appleication which can't be found._/
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SNA I/1/109
798/88
Sidney Markham and Percy Batt to'SNA 18/9/88 Washbank 18/9/88

[fpply to introduce 500 natives from Zululand to work on the
Newcastle Railway extention

As above Ladyysnith 21/9/88

) é_ We intend to pay them 30/- a month znd the time of"servis" will be

months._/Dist Engr to Col Enginerr 20/9/88  Minute

"I believe Mr, Batt has a sub contract under Messrs Wise and

Abrey axkkx though I ¥mdmiomx have not been officially informed so.

I cannot say what wages will be paid these men but to prevent discontent
among the men the Govt, called out for the Dept. I would suggest,

if it is feasible, they should not be offered a higher wage than is paid
to our men viz 1/- per working do."

/Insutrcutions for letter to arkhan & Batt "Prepare
License, wp2es not to exceed 1/- per working dayW HS 22/9/¢8







Report SNA 20/12/90

The obligation of Natives to labout upon Public Works at the
demand of the Supreme Chief is no new thing and this obligation has been
enforced ever since this Colony has been underEnglish Rule.

The New Code of Native Yaw sanctioned by Law No 38 of 1890 recongiges
this obligations It also give power to the NativeChief, who has
calledout Natives of his tribe'to labout mpon Pulbic Works on the
requeistion of the Supreme Chief, to punish any native who refused
to comply with his order,

This power to the NativeChief to punish for any disobidience of
Buch order is one which I have long advocated should be given to the
Chlefs, as they have under the existing code no such power; and any

Sative may disobey with impunity an order of the Chief to go to work ,
issued on the requisition of the Supreme Chief, the only remedy in
the power of the NativeChief i$ to report such disobedience to the
Administrator of Native law, - This was a very undesirable state of
affaris, / / The question of wages is as HM's S of S appears to
think the next matter involved.

Ub 1886 the geustion was riased and I reported that the last
revision of wages was made in 1875 when the rate fixed was considered
to assimilate fafily with the wages current in the Colony. Since that
date, however the rate of wages steadily lncreased until in the years
82/83 and /84 it was morethan double the “overnment rate, which was

not altered, through the matter was several times brought forward by







Report SNA 2

my Depariment.

In 1886 however the general rate owing to depression again fell off
to a little below that paid by the Government, and then the Colonial
Engineer urged that the Government Rate be reduced, I objected on
the ground that for many previous years the Government Rate had been
far below the ordinary rate current in the Colony and yet the Natives
were compelled to work for the Government at a rate far below what
they could have obtained from private employers and that I did
not consider it either fair or equitable to take advantage of the
decrgase of the general rate of wages to reduce the Government Rate,
The - overnor upheld my view at the time, A few months afeterwards it
ha ing been necessary to reduce expenditure owing to the falling
of Revenue the Colonial Engineer again raised the question of reducing
the wges and I felt compglled, owing to the financial condition of
the Colony to withdraw my objections to the proposed reduction, which
was then mrried out. This was in 1886,

The discovery of the Transvaal Gold Fields and the carrying on by
the Government of Railway Extension Works created an enormous demand for
labour, both in and out of the Colony, and the Natives in large numbers
went to work at the Johannesburg Gold Fields and on the Railway

Extension, and this demand not only rapidly increased the rate of
wages again, but was the casue of very great difficulty being experienced







8/10/88

SNA Report 3

in obtaining labout to supply the demands of the Colonil Engineer's
Department, 1In July 1888 the Colonial Engineer brought the insufficiency
of the supply of labour for the Public Wroks under his charge to the
Notive of the Government and Iwas called upon to report, I append a .
a copy of the Memorandum I wrote:-
his question was under discussion until Sept 1889 when a Lommlttee

of the BExecutive “ouncil was appointed to consider the matter and upon
the recommendation of the Committee’ it was decided to raise the rate of :
wages from 10/- and 12/- per mensem to a general rate throughout the Colony
of 12/6 per mensem, with the addition that “atives sent to work in
ba'nair st 1v131ons other than those to which they belong, should
receive at the expiration of their term of serv1ce, if such service has
been satl sfeatory a certain bonus o This rate is now the rate upon
which Natives are paid, and is equivalent to 15/4 in the Newcastle
and Klip Hiver Divisions where the ordinary rate is from 30/ to 35/-
a month, while in all the other divisions the rate is 12,6 against
an ordinary rate from 15/- to 20/-,

I think that the rate of wages in the Newcasle and Klip River divisions.
should be raised to 20 - a month and that the rate in all the other

“ivisions should be 15/- a month,
I have no remarks to make upon Mr Chadwick's letter the written
dgement givan by me and conmrred in by the Judge of the Native

Court ne of the Appelate Ju s, shows what the elate Court
up%olds is t e law and cggtom ghe%gténe SNA Fatal 20/A8990






385/89 palced with 1274/89

‘:Mr Ballenden reports on 14/4/89 of the many 1d1e beer drinking natives
he has seen

zﬁMs are incensed at this interference of the Engineers dept,

Aslo that crops have failed completely, and that nati es gather together |
to colect their hut tax. RM Ungeni James forder reports to SNA on 9/5/89
"esoduring my colection the greater number of of the men who

attended to pay Hut-tax were in employ, and many had sent their
money from the Gold Fields, Railway works & by friends. ¥t

is well known that about the Hut tax collection time natives return

to their kraals to mae up and count the money for their huts - but

these men are already in service and have to return to their
workeee I have to report that I Bel satisfeid that the cheifs have

had lately, and will have, great difficulty in complying with
requeistions for labor¥* for Raod works, I would point out that
native's are earning 15/- and even 20/~ per week at the Gold fields, that
the Contractors in the Railways are giving 307- per month, that prviate
people in P.M.Burg & farmers in the country ame offering 15/- & 20/-

and cannot get sufficient labor; and it does not seem right that
natives on the road parties should get only 12/- & 3/- for meat money."
/As soon as it known men are reguried they rush off elsewhere. Cr ps

ha ve railed and na rally they go to the best market / "And it must
geoxexexiexedxxx born* in mind that a certain number of men remain at
home to protect the women, do necessary kraal work and put in




créps with ploughs = for ;ploughs are now in use to a great estent -
thus lea ing very few in the locaition availbe for Raod work,"




SNA Minute papers 1888 L A
1/1/108
’704/@9{ Robert Wagstaffe Wash Bank, Blggexsberg Section, N.G.E.' Extn 24/8/88 to SNA

"About three weeks or a month ago, about 20 Kaﬂirs came, to work for~me here
on the railway. Previous to that I had eighteen Zulus in my employ; who when t
they heard of the distu bance breaking out in Zululand they all wanted to go
home I managed to pacify them for a short time, by allowing five to go, and
who ware* to report the state of things to the rest here, it appears there
was nothin heard of theese* five for some time, and the remaining 13 refused
to work any longer and & wanted to go home also, but on the day they got news
from their place, brought by two Kaffirs, who asked me for work, theese* same
two Kaffirs, informing me that the five ﬁaffirs ware* coming back bringing twenty
more with them, theese* men brought passes signed by the Magistrate at Umsinga.
I have a contract here that must be finished before the wet season sets in, or
else stand over X untill* the next dry season. In my ansiaty* to get men to
work and in ignorance of the Law I allowed one of their number Gazan, to
go back and try to get more, and for which I am quite willing to =amx pay all
requried fees for passes & & I now Hm understnad that I require a Licence
to do this, I wish" [.to apply for Licence to pay at one shilling per working

day_/

Minute [;ssue licence and inform Res Comm Eshowe and RM Msinga_/




WB. = ¢ IR ,‘A_

722/88 - Henry Binng to Sna 29/8/88 - leg Co paper’ ;

lants licence to introduce 25 atives from Nkandla district to 'work on hls estate
“in Vietoria Country, _/ : (i g
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SNA I/1/110
-.1014/88

Minute CE Hime to SNA 14/11/88

i c’onslderlng the great difficuty you have in supplying my department
with natives for employment on the Roads, I shall be gald to know
why you have instructed the RM Alesandra Country to supply natives Xhm
to th arbaour Board,

SNA to CE 14/11/88

"I mentioned the atter to you at the time the application was made,
if I mistake not, and you made no objection, and, before authorizing
it, I sumbitted the application to HE who directed me to authorime the
RM to supply them. As you ask Im me this question I think I amy retoxrt
by asking you why you asked fmxx me for labout for the Rail ay
extension works, for which I supplied 200 men from the /?/ the
Umvoti & Umsinga Divisions, which until now kmemmx . have
been most porbably abailable for the roads had you not insisted
on having them for the Railway."

CE to SNA 15/11/88 "™ I haveno recolection of your having mentioned
}his m tter to me at the time the applciation was made; if you had
think I should have raised some objection,
There i= a geat difference between the Railw:y Works , and the
works under the Harbour Board « ; the former are under the entire




control of the Yovernment: the latter are practically under the
control of the “arbour Borad alone, and therefore the Harbour Board
should make its own arragnments for the supply of“Iabour."
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SNA I/1/112
40/89
Minute CE to SNA 10/1/89 /76 for Klip Hiver division

SNA to RM Klip “iver 8/2/89 _“eminder on dove

A RM Klip “ive; to SNA "So far I have only been able to ecure seventeen
matives, The ¥hiefs ay they cannot procure them, such large numbers
haliing left for the Fields, I take advantage of every opportunity of
getting labout, any notives whom I can put upon the moads for

punishment or such as break their agreements with farmers amd can be

be obtained, being sent at once to the C.E.D." 11/2/89

SNA to CE k3/2/89 "}7 ent a requeision for the 30 men asked for
for Klap #iver to the %..Mgts KR, Weened and Umsinga having

stated their inability to supply them, There is also now en order
for 22 men being supplied by Umvoti for Klip iiver also, LBM

Klip “iver has only supplied 17 of the 7Qd/ "The RM Upper Umkomazi
now reportsthat he is unable to supply a requeistion for 30 men sent
to him on 8th Jany which I havejust sent ot the RM Ixopo to funhsh,

I have today received a futher requeistion from you for 50 men for
K1ip Hiver which I regret to say that I do not see how I can supply."

/[CB Ilay before HE /

RM Richmond to SNA 22/2/89 /Most people live on private farms.,
High prices obtianed on Railway and Gold fields make it difficut to

i ied th hiefs I will punish them andsent police
%Btgéga%gaiéboggv wéf?ﬁe 8h$e%slend up by ggtting it in the necg







SNA/I/1/112

104/89

Minute Urgent SNA to RM Klip River 24/1/89 /Supply 30 natives
to the CE for Public service, Repo-t to Road Overseer._/

Minutes = ARM Klip “iver to SNA 25/1/89 "I regret to say it is
impossible for me to furnsih these men, I have already a requestion for
76 natives of which I have only been able to supply 8 and those by
putting them on the roads as a punishment for creating a distrubance,"

SNA to RM Weenen 25/1/89 "Please try to supply these men,"

RM Weene to SNA 1/2/89 "I had a requistion from your Honour for the
Emgeni /?/ only a few days ago 7 I am also being pressed for men
for this country, I cannot supply half the Colony with labour for
public roads. If the Govt ymmXf could pass a law authorising the
Magistrates in roit cases where no homicide has occurrred to send the
convicted men to work on the pulbic roads for 3 to 6 months without
pay, it would facilitate greatly the supply of lbour to the roads
whilst at the same time it would have a far more deterrent effect
upon rioting than fining themn. lﬁight be able to get some

from the ANL Upper Tugela in about 2 months,_/

SNA to RM Msinga 4/2/89 x/ "C_n you supply these men at once."




= |

Hime

to the Raods since lst Augusut last = I have had to fo ce the last lot
out from their kraals, a wretched sample, most of them were, for
Public works, by reason of the great numbers, all who can leave home,
having gone to the Gold fields & Diamond fields - railway, & elsewehre
to work = & food at their homes becoming scarce = so that I cannot
find these required men, or I would turn them out."

SWA to CE 11/2/89 "I regret this, you will seethat I have done what
I can, I have sent to Umvoti for the last requisition of 22 men on the
6th inst, I have now sent a requisition to the ’f<“‘4°t /%/ for these
% vad SomA

CE to SNA Pressing 11/2/89 /Flewe~serwt~these to HE / "T ti is
hardly necessary for me to aga n inform HE that it is quite impossible
for me to keep the road of the Colony in repair without an  adequate
supply of native labour, / /I hafe laready written so many reports
on the subject that it is useless for me, on this occasion, to reiterate
the opinion s I have, on so many occasions expressed w

/Bav on 15/2/89 asks why Ipolela should not be equally effected and
SNA replies on 17/2/89 that _ "The demand for labour at theGold Fields
and on tie Ra lway Works I think effects all parts of the Colony, and
just now the pyment of Hut Tax necessiataes all the young men going
out & they naturally go to the Highest market."

BM Msinga to SNA 7/2/89 %#¥wmxmicx "I have now furnished 239 natives




104/89 cont. N .

Memo ‘to Ce from Asst/?/ Col Enginder. Barnes 11/2/89 :
“"Don't you think that now, the time has ‘come when we should look to
the Grazing lease lands in the North, The Mlssion Reserves, particuarlry
»1long the cogst and the unoccupied Ehrms generally but moreespecizlly
* those of the Natal land and Coln Cmpy?. 4
It is in such respects that the native l,bour system becomes unfair =
Why shoul so large a proportion of the pomuation be exempt9 And there
; 18 no reason why the severhl propertles above named shoulJbe - aE—

;.. 5 i & = ) O RN R ¥ - W ligs: g Sl
“ r . " 3 A

#%xcpet that hitherto the& have ag- farfas‘poaSible'been;exampted.
he Native passnor licensensystem clearly needs attention
:f"Dutles firstiy pleasures after." )

RM Jackson 6/3/89
"I have now the honour to report that thrity men have been

registered in this office for road work in Klip River Dvsn.
In consequence of an order issued by the Cglef Dhlamgame, to




to the effect that none of his people were tq turn outifor road work
without his knowl edge, those[of his tribe that I ordered out, went
_very reluctantiy;_‘szizevent their stra*gllnb or dqsertlng on the way
" T sent them in charge of a coné%able to the Rt CE P MBm with a

o request “Yhat- they v forwarded by rail to Iadysmithl

" /Man” in charge of~the tribe- which supplied 10 of these men;/ "represented
that the py his men‘were to’ recieve 12[- per mensem,- was low and
akked if there eas no. p3851b111ty of it being raised, both on account
of the rise in wages generally, and the fact of the men s
hav1ng to. work at a. dlstance:from their homes.
"I #hink that if a higher rate ef wage were offered, the supply
of Native labout for the Pulbic works oculd bemoreeaily obtained in

this Division. 6/3/89
SWA to CE 12/3/89 /I though it was 10/- /

Barnest Acting C E to SNA 12/3/89 "Yes, There is a mistake as
regards the wages, Klip River being 10/~ not 12/-§ If there be
any likelihood of trouble arising, because of wrong information
‘being given’ to these men; I.can only suggest, as a way out of it,
that they be transfeered next month to Lion's River.' s

Would not this be a suitable:opportunity for you to direct the
Res, Magistrate to notfiy to Chief Dlungane and other chiefs, that

s G SR TEOF B e OFY

o s




104/89 3 W

the Natives will not receive licenses to leave ‘the Colony Without the
consént of their Chief." :
Relative to the order of Chief Dhlangane, as regards Road party native

is it not customary to apply direct to their Chiefs for such labour,
As retards wages, I hold to the .principle that the matives should

realize, that they work for the Government as a duty and not

for personal gain; The last batch from Ipolela raised the question

of their age, but on my explaining to them in the foregoing terms,

they went to wrk willingly."
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SNA
1/1/109
1274/89

/A Major document on isibalo and wage differential in Natal,_ /
’inocvt mawmmmrkxmixksxxx Much ofit phddep ed

Minutes start in 1886 and continue into 1888 and contain important
information on changing wages, and the probelms of the Railway

Minutes 76 pages photociped
Report by SNA 20/12/90 Typed

Report by SNA Photocapied

"

emorandum by SNA

Blue Book Fapers relating to the Supply by Native Chiefs of
Kative albour in connection with the Tulbic Works of the Colony. Photocpie

Memo vphtocip id
memo phtociped

Docs fro CE
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389/89 2

to ‘me ~that the natives must evade their-Chiefs, for /if they are free
to seek employment at the Gold Fields ox other places«there can be no

- obstruction -to their sarv1ng the Govt E

- 26/2/89 -
Al ot i . csnatives a8 he'aon i ' .+ go to work én theroads bec@use the Sp.
‘ Chlef -has. need of, his- serv1ces but it would be wvery hard as at the

SWA to HE'~"Strlclty sepaklng the Mgste»has the power . tc make such

Fields the natives in question would get 10/ a week,'whlle under the
Govt, here they would only receive, 10/- a month.‘ The result would
probably be that these men would absoond and go wlthout passes

/[Hav deos nothing = just.acks /& - i s

SNA to ARM Klip River 3/3/89 “I d6 not think that you. should send
Natlves who ‘apply for passes to wxikx work’on the roads."

ARM Klip, River .to Act CE (King to; Barnes) 5/3/89 . &
‘"1 should like you to see these papers in order that .
you may form some idea of the»dlffleulty attandant upon;: prov1d1ng

-, native labor fox your Dept, and the apparent disinclination

on the part of the. Govt to- take steps to improve the exlstlng state of

~affaris, N ¢
vio Aot G B o SNA 6/3/89 - "With regard to 1% Nativa Iabour question and
.its bearing on my Degartment, matters are now becoming -so serious that

either something must be dene in that respect; or I must relieve myself

+of the res ons1b11%¢% 1&5 a preliminary step therefore, are there

any sugges ions yo




A ¢ sy
: ; <

‘wish ‘to make’, or', would it not‘be'well %0 request the faour of a

“joint’ intervﬁew with~HE 2, Ve
SNA to HE 10/3/89+« ¥I'have had’s meetmg with ‘the’ Acg Cl Engineer

on this question and I think that the arrangments I propose & have
already partly carried out will ‘act beneficially, ‘T think however that

" the rate of wages t6 ! bégiven in Klip River & Newcastle Divisions shoul d

" at the very 1 ast be %151;*.‘ the sum cun‘ent 1n tku:xim these Yivisions

V‘Awhloh is BO/b & mombh™ © ¢ otE ) ol
LAll put;up with 12;74/89 237 ,
191/89 Requeistion for 40 for Twon’ Hiil 23/2 89 i

Minutes RN Umgeni JamesForder -28/3/89  "All theChiefs. report they
areunable to, get men.ad I think it is‘so. , so may have left for the
gold flelds. however 1 have sent for men & will report later on.
Umqundane was akgéd: For 16 men about 4 -months égo and has only been
able to’ raide’ 2 Hp to this’ tlme." [?arnes doés’ not belleve that

7" “thére is 'mo’ Thour!in Umgqunade kréals_/

"RM Mgnenl Forder to SNA 6/4/89 "The chief assure me he cannot find men.
As- to ‘men supplied for other pﬁ?poSes or employments, I'do not quite
understand what is me:nt, theChief "hasno power to. interfere or prevent

“"his men from entering ‘inte serfice ‘either in or out of Natal, passes

" are issued from thig office every day' to natives proceeding to the Gold
* Fields- for workiand T do not knew of any pwer under the Law by which the

; istrate could refuse such a 858 Is.the €E aware)that Che
ggg forbidden to c, 11 out any o heir re81dng on prlva%e ?rarr:ns.;"’£




ENA I/1/112
189/89

Aff Stuart 21/2/89 to RM Klip River Colenso

"four of my boys of the farm Roosdaal have been to £1l me ikd=x
that they have been ordered out to work on the road party I wish to
point out to you that thesesmen 1live on my farm rent free and I havé
a written agreement that they must work for me 4 month out of the
year theses four men has just left work one month and will have to
return to there work in five month
If You are to take the men they cannot fullfill there agreement with
me I will therefore ask you to ® good enough to let them men off .eee"

Minutes ARM Klip ~iver Geo King to SNA 22/2/89

ZSubmits Allan Stuart's lettep_/ "It will show, as one instance among
many, the difficulties with which obtaining labor is met. In this case
the natives being free for five months I have no option but to compel
them to devote that time to the work which they have been ordered by
their Chief to do, but it is manifestly hard upon themx having only

just completedtheir annual term of service for their master & landlord,
il‘he root of the trouble is in natives being forced to enter into such
agreements in order to obtain land upon which to live and it seems to be
thatuntil properly defined locations are set apart for them the difficulty
will continue to exist. There is a law in ex1stence - art 2 -55 - which




provides for certain acts by an owner who allows natives to squat upon
his land & place certain limitation upon their number but I understand
this law has been made inoperative by the Govt, and a farmer may
foster a hundred krrals upon his famr & secure all the labor which

it is possible to obtain from natives. To my knowledge this is done
to an enormous extent by large owners such as Walton & Tathan & the
Land & Colonization Coy., The question of native labout is daily
growing more serious, Appeals are constantly being made to me to
render assis tance to residents who are unable to obtain domestic
servants & of course with the inability, which is chronic, to obtain
the required amount of labor for the Govt, it is hopeless for me

to attmept to held the individual,"

SNA to ARM Klip river 23/2/89 :

"Neither the Chief nor you have any right or power to call out natives
to work on Public Works who reside upon private property except with
the knowledge & consent of the owner of the property. This has bean
decided over & over again, You will have to let these men return home,
Please retrun these papers for me to show HE,™

ARM Klip Hiver SNA 25/2/89 /"I have released the natives in accordance
with your directions. 1

Will you kindly tell me whether there is any obejction to my putting
on the roads, natives, who on their own behalf, & not being under any
engagement or agreement, apply for passes to proceed beyond the boundaries
of the Colony to work, such applciations are continuous and it aprears
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SNA 1/1/113
SNA %39/89

Statment by Chief Teteleku to RM Umgeni Divsn 1/4/89

"I have been calledupon by the RM Umgeni Divsion to supply
ten men for work on the 'roads' ....I have now come to report that I
am unable to supply these men, I find they object working on the Roads
because of the small amount of wages they get = and that when a
call is made for men +those who happen to be at home at onie clear out
& go to where they can @t 20/- 25/- & even more a month - “hey get
40/~ on the gold fields - 30/- on the Railway Extension - and a great
deal more on the Diamond Fields,"

Minutes [ﬁM'Umgeni agrees, SNA sends to CE and ays theremust be
an increase in wages on Raods which won't solve the probelm but will

lesson the grounds of complaing /

Barnes ACE to SNA 3/4/89

"Admitting the ,bsence of proper authority under which chiefs
labour, in such matters, with ®spect to the ordering of their tribes,
yet it appearsto me that 'Tetelku's statment betrays a considerable
amount of disregard mfx to the wishes of His Supreme Chief, If the
excuse be valid then the evident cure for the difficulty of
of "men clearing out" is the Proposal, which I think you have made in
other papers, - viz that 'natives _,11 not be gratnedpasses or Licenses

roa T SUTERUR 88, ke OO0 00 MU RoRRECRRES SR HH8n
§ﬁ3n53§38§e§u§$ea§ngaﬁ§sggbipandoned stem is jus
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SNA I/l/lqu
2287,89

/At a meeting of the Hxec Council on 24/4/89 Officer Cmdg Groops drew _/
"attention the injuwry suffered by the trade of the Colony in =m
consequence of the bad state of the Road north of Newcastle, to which
his notice had been directed during a recent vigsit to Johnannesburg.®

The Council expressed the opinion that every €fort should be made
by the Public VWroks Dept to imporve that porition of the raod,"

AZ Tow thingsbegin to move - MAERESXEExXHIXEXIRXxxx A.E.H. authorises
increased expenditure by CE, wagzes go up to 12/6, they are given

tents not huts, great coats, much confusing discussion about possiblities
of contract labout, This a short summary._[;

Minutes A.E.H. to Col Sec 29/4/89 "raease request the Col Engineer
to make every effort to get this road into ood rerair, Tell him not
to stint expenditure upon it."
SNA to Col Sec 5/5/89 YI am doing my best for him /C_/ since the new
arrangment I made for the supply of men for the want of Klip Iiver
& Newcastle, the acg Co, Engr during last month called upon me for
279 men, 194 for Kip River & 85 for Newcastle. These men are not
vet all supplied and he now expects me to call out another 60 men,

HE in his Minute evidently looks upon this as a special work as he
directs the Col Engr not to stint expndeiture. These men might & got
£§gga%gee&¥}8yggg§#ry if paid the same rate as labourers recieve from




fxcfxx Hime Ag Col Sec to HRE 6/5/89

"As Ye is aware the question of giving additional pay to Natives from
the Zulu Country or elsewhere was discussed k in the Exectuive Coun cil,
and it was s tated by the CE that any such action would casue general
discontent amongst the Natal Natives employed on the road parties

throughout the rest of the Colony.

/Hav _sks about the contract system and the mg?)orts that contract
system will raise difficultes and should only be introduced in
a very limited way., A stone crusher (2) are on their way and
they will do the labout of 2-300 natibes and this will help._/
"It may kkm not therefore be necessary to have any recourse whatever
to the contract system,

It is with pleasure that I state, that for some time past the
labour for this Department has been coming in with all the regularity
that could be expecged, when consideration is given to the fact that the
temptation for natives to leave the Colony has been so great , as also
that that the number of men requisitioned for, has been so much larger
than usuaul, With a view to assiting in the continuance, and furtherance
of this sataifacto y state of things, and by reason of the several
arguments the SNA has urged in favour of an incrase of py to the
natives "I/am prepared to bring it up to 2 12/6 with beef or 15/- wihout o




2287/89 continued

AEH to Col Sec 19/5/89  "The CE understands, I hope, that the Govt,
Ssxwiwexx  desire no measure to be left untried, no ,Stone to be
left unturned, in order to improve the orad between ewcastlex

& the Tra nsvaal frontier, The CE has carte Blanche s and he is
expected to improve the road

LZ Yes this is strange. After all Barnes bitching now that he has
the money he says things aren't too bad“ﬁy

Aot C® Barnes To col Sec 30/5/89

"It will I think be apparent that my obejct with regard to native labour
is to so improve their rations and housing, as to, if possible,
remove the prejudice as to read-party work, which now exists throughout
the Colonys - I confidently believe that the @&sired effect will be
much more surely attained by such means, than by any mere increase in
wages. / /With a view of taking action on these 1lines I'.would
therefore ‘agk for authority.
1/6/89. Exec Council turns down incrase in tations. /

an 8/7/89 Barnes hesistates to increase wages unless the natives
understand xk that road work is a duty or it would appear a / "wekanes s
and would consequntly do more harm than good."
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SNA I/1/114

486/89 :
30 required to work on Umgeni Bridige works 13/5/89
Minutes  RM Alensdra, Supply “eply Can't 20/5/89

Alex Gilson RM Mzinkulu Division 4/6/89 ;f}nn sent 13 but heard

on 3/6 / "that they had all deserted. I sent for them and they all
definatly refused to go, I had them before me and setneced them to

pay a fine of 5/= or l4days impt sith H., If they are allowed to
persist in their refusal it will be impossible for me to obtain any
labor for the Govt in the futures...I beleive the Chief Umbotshwa is at
the botrom of it,."

AZ Atlercation then follows béween SNA and and Barnes and his overseer
SNA say Bridge works uponpoalr because it is cold and wet and. they '
should get 15/-. Engineer dept says ik they don't work in the water,
they live in huts and pay shouldn't be increased and evertyhing woul
be easire if they get support from the RMs. /

538/89 Some of the men complain about the bridge work. Wages are
too low 21/~ a month, don't work in their own division, inadequate food







[ehatect
Ao s

Q/3c>//33’7

RE e /37

SNAI/1/116
SNA 743/89

[?he a/c for sending Zulu labourers to the NGR is not here = only
a Memo from RE to CS 19/7/89 Saying that two moregangs of
57 and 39 Zulu arrived yesterday

SaundersRM Zululand to SNA 16/7/89 /a/c herewith settle asp
_/ "as I had to purhase the cattle from private individuals here and
they wish to be paid as soon as convenient."

to Col Sec

"l had no idea that the expsnese would be so heavy, but there was a large
number of men, The expense comes to a little over 11/- a man,

I think that the charge for passes might have been ommitted seeing
that they were to work on the Govt bhmitsHmxxfwx Railwayee.e

I should 1like to know the time that these natives take getting
yo Ladymsith as I ® am afraid having so many cattle with them to
slaughter may have made the dilatory on the way."

For RE to Col Sec 18/7/79 /130 left Eshowe on '/7 and four batches

of 120 in total have arrived, Since heard that another 120 arrived this
mortning, This proablay includes the 10 short and 24 that left on the9/7
The main body only left on 16 7

Hime to SNA thinﬁﬁ the no., of oxen is large - 1 to 10 batuves,
SNZ to Res Comm ‘hey took tengt days for the journey I think because



the lrge number of slaughter cattle with them 20,7/89

f¥irr Res Comm M Osborn to SNA Henrique Shepstone 24/7/89

"Mr Saunders..e.who sent these labourers and made the arrangments for
their journey up, is absent on duty, and I cannot now ascertain the
number of days he provisioned them for; but as they took ten days and
the cosmm;tipn is said to have been one head for every 10 men it
equals one head to every 100 men per , which is not al all excessive,"

SWA 178[87  Pletoon pSNA 2<[5/8 R'seenrt
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SNAT 1/117
SNA 790/89

/¥ynn has arrested and fined Zulu moving back from service en NGR
and a messenger who accompnied them._J’

AJS to RC 27/7/79 "submit that the alleged treatment of the
complainants and their companions by the RM Msinga is not such as mmx
will induce natives of Zululand to seek for the employment on the
NGR, and this I understand is not the wish of the Natal Government,"

RC Zululand to SNA 30/7/89
"A large number of other natives who lately returned from the Railway

works made complaints of a similar nature, but as I understood that the
RM Umsinga was acting within the law I thought it best to take no

steps. Is it not possible to maodify the Natal passregulattions or to
make some arragnment so as to allow native labourers who completed thei r
term of service at the Railway works, to return to Zululand without
taking out & paying for fresh pass: ie to allow them to retrun on

the pass of the Res Engineer or other Rajlay official,

I would not trouble you about matter but for the fear that the
chances of obtaining labour here in futurue for the Natal Govt will be
very injriously affected unless something can be done to remedy the
practice whether sacntioned by law or not , which the natives concerned
consider a hardship." 30 7/89

[fﬁnn says they had no passes of any kind., SNA orders the fines remitted




and suggests that xﬁ'tie' pass E‘ées— fér those going to work on NGR
be not charged, and if they can show they have worked a contract on
the NGR then they needn't pay on xm leaving Natal.

RC to RM Nkandla "Please let the natives know of the liberal arrangements
respecting Pass fees fhe Natal Govt have extended to labourers going from
here to work for the Govt in Natal.,™ 19/9 89 :

Statement by Umbuzane under Siganada who went with three of his
own tribe and two of Nonzama'g trive all of Nkdnal who went to work
on the NGR for six months, *hey went with Mr Muihead and returmed
on their own,

The other is a messenger who excorted men to the Railways in l'adysmtih
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SNA I1/121

137489
Minute Resident Engineer NGR to Col Sec 19/12,/89

"The time of over 500 Natives on the Extension works expires next
month, I am doing what I can by advertising and through Labour Agents
to replace them, but, as you no doubt are aware, labour is scarce and
difficut to procure at the wages we are paying. Would you kindly
refer to the SNA and ask him if he is of opinion that we may hope to
get any number from Zululand., Though only this number are leaving,
owing to the advanced state of the rails we really require several more

and it is therefore desirable that we should get all we can."

Minutes SNA to REs Comm 21/12/89

"Do you think that you could through your Magts do anything to
assist this Govt in porocuring the labour necessary to replace those
leaving next month, If nothing can be done by the AMs do you think
that it would be possible for the labour to be obtained by labour-agents.
John Yunn obtained some a short time back and he says he would have been
able to get many more had he not been restricted to his own District,
Mr Oshorn obtained some also. / /The Govt is particularlry anxious
that the labour gangs should not fall off in strength & it is therefore
I trouble you,"

RM to SNA 17/1/90 " Iregret that it is not possible for the




R Ms ro do anything direct in obtaining the required labour
ie to order out men, but I have requested them to give every facility
& countenance to labour agensts collecting for the Natal, Govt,"
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SNAI/L/118

905/89

Minutex ARM Gordon Iower Tugela to SNA 1,/9/89

"I have the honor most respectfully to bring to your notice the
large increase in the work connected with the pass law - especi:lly
since peace has again been proclaimed in Zululand,™ Aall my work is
taken mpx up in it and I can't do my judicial and other dutires.
eseeThis being a Border Administrotorship & a very large one =
natives are always coming & going to Zululand, and the pass sysh
is always on the increas@eeee
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George Geddie FW 31/10/éiﬁ "The unfulfillment of requeisitions for

men is very annoying it upsets all calcustions of, and distribution of

labour, I need not remind you that this Bridge has suffered much from
the above,"
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Minutes

SNA 1/1/118 s 3
915/89 7
Requisition 30 for Klip River 4/9/89

[ﬁNA calls on RM weeﬁan but it is not complete by November and
is asked again on 18/11/89 /

Bemnett ARM Weenen 19/11/89 "I have used every endeavour to
get these men, but havenot yet succeeded, I have now stopped
the issuing of passes to natives proceeding to the Gold fields until
your requeistions are satified,

The exodous to the fields is becoming a very serious matter, not
only, as regards the labor* question, in the Colony, but for the
well being of the native population generally, They all contract
intemperate habits, & return unfitted for the station in léfe they
ought to fill, as natives of this Colony , & many become so wedded to
gheir debauchedlife that they have not returned & never will, while
their wives & families are left to get on the best way they can. Their
leaving the Colony I think should be discoura-ed, & a limite fixed
to the time they can stay away."

B:fnes Act Col Eng 22/11/89 Throughout agrees and wantsthe papers
forwaded to HE., Shepstone H sends them up but says the suggestions
are impracticable, — They get to the Exec Council on 9/12/89_/




SNAI/1/120
SNA 1140/89

v
Minutes IMitchell to sborn 24/10/89
"Can anything be done in the direction suggested by Mr. Beaumont to
relieve the congested conditions of this location.?"

Oshorn to Mitchell 28/10/89

"Thereis certainly no room for Natal natives in the District which
formely oonsitutued the Leserve. It is probable that room will
be found in the other Districts, after the different tribes now there,
have had their locations duly defined; which, it is likely will be
done early next winter, and about which Iwll in due time sum it cer&in
proposals for YE's consideration,

This question of occupation, could not be dealt with
hitherto, on account of the distrubances; not can anything be done
about it during the present season, while the people have to cultivate

their aops."






SNA I/1/120

1152,/89

Robert Patterson CED to CE Ladysmith 25/10/89

"The drought has broekn up and we may expect traffic on the Free State

Raod within a fortnight. I beg to suggest that three of four mrties

of one overseer and from 25 to 30 natives with their kmksxmmmxx thents

and tools, be sent to me at once by rail from tie r districts, and

that they should repair the drifts and bad placed on the Free State

Ro d before the 6th of Nomveber on which day the delgates of the

Orange Free State, whose are to be the guestsof Natal are

expected to arrive, In veiw of the traffic, that there is likely to be

on thercad these rpjaris are very necessary,. The Jubilee Coach

passengers passed the night before last on the veldt, This was chiefly

o ing to the had condition and poor feeding of the horses, ut in

the event of much rain falling before the 6th of November it is
~possible that a similar fate may befall some of the Free State visitors"

As above 21/10/89 [“eavy traffic expecged soon on the Harrismith road_’
"By the end of the present month I shall have 170 natives only on

my nominal roll, Not a single native has been supplied this month.

By the end of Nomvember I lose 78 men more reducing my numbers to 92

or 258 below my propoer strength, Iou will see that it si quite impossible
to spare any men for other roads. I have been all the past year

éﬁ}gwf§¥tP6989§rm6ﬁ¥H$*h and have continued drawing attnetion to




Circular Minte SNA to RMs 15/11/89

/Decided that wages for called natives should be 12/6 a month with
usual mealie meal and meat rations. In cases of natives called

out to serve in Divisions other than their own a bonus will be
paid, In Klip “iver and Newcastle it will be 3/&(1 a month privided

theirwork has been sataifctoy Indanda and L Tggela nacives work

workin in Umvoti Countril will get 2/= a month
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SNA 1/1/123

262/90
LIn 1886 a man is fined for not paying the hut tax but he says he cannot

because he is destitube. Debate in the mimutes about the justice of
this, Fymn's mimute is interesting because it is perhpas a contrast

to the situation a few years later /

Minutes Fymn to SNA 15/7/86 "It would be indeed harsh to imprison
a native for *Contempt of Court' on failing to pay his hut tax, if he

had no means to pay with,

Mondy has been scarce this year, the natives have felt it, & mmmmyx many
had to sell their cattle & at low prices, to get money to pay Hut (& dog)
tax, This all goes to show, that to increase the Hut tax - a direct tax,
as it is, would be very hard on the natives, But they must pay the tax,

& learnt to go out to service sooner than they do, to get money. learn

to be more industrious; But if they will be ilde, & not earn money to

pay even their raxes, and so evade paying Hut Tax, they should be punished
by fine & in default Imprisonment & still of course pay their hut tax,
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" " Reply by RM VWeened Colenbrander 16/8/94
! [L. The system should not be ablosled;/ e Young men rega;d the sy stem
' 'in an obnoxious light.  They prefer seeking employment at the “old Fields,
~where, unfortunately, they contract diseases & learn bad habits.
«+s.Y ung men, owing to their live for attending ewery beer drink or gathering,
their dislike to manual labour ard their readiness to squnader money over
‘hopless lawsuirs, aregradually becoming more reckels as to theiffurture.
An addition to the present hut tax will- have theeffect of further
2 burdening heads of kraals, who ‘are law abiding and have now almost lost
_‘all control over both sons and daugh ers. "I
; 1"epl;g by RM Beaumont Indanda Division confldentlal 20/8/94

" The systeﬁ of calling out natives for service on pulbic works cannot be
regarded as other than a system of enforce labour inasmuch as the men are
calledout aginst their wills and ame not always p id the full current r.te
of wages.




2, This system naturaly strikes one, ar first sight, as being wrong in
principle as it is in conflict with the principle of the freedom of the
subgegt which underlies all froms of civilzed governments.

2+ “ut it must be borne in mind that the native hasnot uet reach »
that stage of development which permits of his government accroding to. the
principles which hold in civized communites. e still requries a more parenta 1
and restrictéave form of government.

4. There can be no doubt that the natives thesmelves do not regard the
system in the nture of a return to the Government for any benefits

recie ed by them, but bather as the exercise.of a lawful perogative of the
Government, and as consitutiuinally inherent in the power of the paramdunt
authority. 5. The system ig, therefore, the lawful exercise of an arbitrary
power, and, if it be exercised justly, cannot fail to be of graat value

not only ‘in maintaining the prestige of the Government in the eyes of the
natives, but also fin benefitting the natives themselves, and for this reason:-
6 The y= system, in practice, is @pplied only to the younger natives -

that is to'those who are called 'young men', or dizinsizwa', Now these

young men have become habitutated in early life, by their system of cattle
herding, to a life of ideleness, and this tendency is accentuated by the
traditional custom amongst them which it infradig that the men should
perform ordinary manual labour. Yhen not compelled to work they simply

idle away their time at their kraals doing nothing; and it is only

under s$rong compulslon hat they can be made to learn the necessity

for labour




T. It is quite clear that without work there can be no progress. If,
therefore, we aim at the advancment of the natives in the scale of"
ivilization we must, of necessity, teach them to ak¥x labour; ‘and this
power of calling them out to work under a system which they themselves
regard as legitimate is a most va uable power in the hands of the
Government towards the attainment of this object.
8. As an instance of the exercise of this power amongst the natis themselves
s with the object of beeneftiing the material status of the tribe I may
mention that the Chief John Dunn, who rules over a large native popuation in
the Zulu ountry, compels the young men ofhis tribe to go out to service
under private employers."
[3ut there difficulties;/"The authority of chiefs and elders ha s
dedlined, the indepednent of the young men has increased, and there is a
certain amount of resu ing fiction; ©but I beleive these matters of detail
might easily be adjusted by some gneral regulations." Won't help to increase
he hut tax because the head os kraals reponsible for its payment_/ "
ind great difficuty in getting thewe 'young men' to contribure their
. fair share to the amount reiuried as hut hut tax....There is nothing more
common than the complaing of the older men that the young men now=-a-days
spent all their earnings and do nothing for the good of their kraals.
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SHA )
1/1/112

3/89

John Dunn to SNA 31/12/88 :

#T have the honour to g that you will be good enough to grant me a
permit for the introduction of natives for labour into Natal

for the Railway extension works, to the number of about two thousandese
narives , rate of wage to be one shillings..per working day."

Minute H. Shepstone. "Inform Mr Dunn thet I h,ve made inquiry of
the Rail ay Authorities and am informed that they have no work
for this number of natives now,."

61/89 17/1/89 /Yet another battle between RMS to Bet labour for
public works_/



be with this object that Mr Starr's l‘at:i.ve Agsent seeks such éssistance.
Qhe late Govern,ent was more than once involved in conﬁidrahle compliecati

icials associ,+ing themselves with Tabour Agents, and
it became necessary to stricgly prohabit the practice, an I Trespectfully,
but strongly, recommend that this prohibition continue,
It seems to me that if any pressure is to be brought to bear in order
to procure natives for Harbour Works, it would be preferable for the
overn,ent to order the men out as &s done for Road Parties. i
I presume it will no longer be necessary for' abou Agents to obtain
Picences to introudce Labourers from this Prince mx into dthér_parts of

‘atal,




SNA 1/1/269 :
Wm Starr to SNA Verulam 29/12/97

. [¥ill you write a letter to theRMs Zululand_/ "statlng that my indunas

are enoaglng boys for Govt Harbour Works & if they could supply a Court
Messneger to accompny the induans in their district to assure the people
.that they arerequried for Govwt Works only 1twou1d better encourage boys to
engage as my indunas inform me = that their difficulty to ' engage boys
- is their want of confidence as so many false agents- arerunning Zululand & that
in most cases with all their assurances re wages & reztment & for Govt Works

the natives beleive to the contrary. .

old to mmxkitsx aprly to RMs himself but he replies on 3/1 that he
has done this'/ "Zululand has been , & is being I belisve still overrun this
with unscruplous Agents using every plan to obtain labouy & thkmxxxks  where

difficulty comes.e.."

Minutes
Sna recommends that “hief Magis infroms RM s to do this _/

Suanders to SNA 9/1/98

/;ihelr are grave obJectlonqd/ "Some monthsago the Chiefs throughout Zululand
were informed through their Magistrates that Mr Starr was collecitng labour
for the Natal Government, and that rany people wishing to engage need
entertain no fears as to his bona flﬁdes, %nd, should his present

applciation be %ranted I have little doubt, an a#tmept will be made
bring pressure to bear on the Chiefs to supply men, as it can only
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SNE 1/1/125

612/90
Fynn Bm Msinga to SNA 22/5/90

"It is most difficult to find men f£xmx for the roads , here now, all out
at service,ssel informed yestereday that some of the many Railway
Agents for Native “abor now about, mad met the Natives Iwas forwarding
to theladysmith Roads - & twdtted them for so going, as they would
give 30/- per menth.

There were several of these labor Railway agents down here during
the last wee,."
Minutes SNA sends it to the C, (Barnes who returns it without comment
and then to the Engineer in Chief saying it it is true he would like
to ban agents fgglrnr,gbing into thelocations to re¢ruit. /

Engineer in Chief to SNA 3/6/90 [Can't say if its &rue_/ "But it seems
quite a likely thing to have happened seeing the numbers of agents who
have been trying to recruit labour both on behlaf of contractors and

this Dept, and that the rate of wages has risen to 30/- a month om the
Extentsion Wroks, /  /Phe closing of this source to Ry. recruiting will
nptur,1ly increase the difficulties alreqdy experienced in obtaining
natives for construcing an important pulbic road viz, the rail-moad

o Xxixx It will be for HE to decide which course will be best in the
general interest,”

SNA to E - in Chief  /I'd like the agents warned Carr agrees to do this /
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