
ZULULAND L'(& 1897 

Revenue £67658 

£68519 

£5293 for cattle for Govt maize 

Expenditure 

Balance Cash £3343 Invested £10797 

E2Jt_ Wll31 8196511X,197/108 Ml 11/27 Amatongaland 9087 

.8.!:!!!, ~T9rl.2480 ·eu1tivatednacre~ge. 147299 

Wages Int P edial £10/18/7 D o■estic f.8/13/7. 

Prices MlO/-Nqutu to 30/-Hlabisa 
C £5/13/2 HlS/4/5 50/17/7 G0/17/7 



""'°.-.•:. rawer offences - 110re offenders ( faction fightina dtlnld.ng_,._ good harvest) 
inEshowe gaol with daily average of 60.2 

Crops Goocrnotwhitmstanding locuta, which with drought caused the 

fe111ine of 1896 1'163856 560475 9874 to yeld 1'1174273 564464 •uids and 
SP19339 tons 
Stock Hindarpaat Nqutu 2/8/97 to 31/12/97 killed 165.,044 in Eshowe 
Nkandla Nwutu U•lalazi, Entonjaneni lngwavuma. No of cattle on 
31/12/97 96587 No pvsly undarestimted. Tansport broken down 

Labour/Passes 

Health 

l'lines No i1Aprove111ent want of captial 

Govt Alllaputaland proco•ed Zululand annexid to Natal '29/12/97 
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Annual .. Repod. - • - '... . : - - - .' : . -
l'lldd- summer-crop· causes .. shortfall iii-crops. Scarcely any grain for sale 
But a year of shortage not want Rinde:c,ast Releif given. 
There will be tax arrears but not as much as in 1896. Temproary impoverishment 

sdue to money spen on food_} "(2) the misconduct of the young men who to 
to Johannesburg to seek 1110rk: these have latterly taken to swunadering the! 
earnings and staying on the Rand instead of saving and coming home with 
them for the use of their families. 11 





RM Nongmama 



RM Nongoma 

2/9/9 
/LSu:rely there are all the sings of an ecological disaster overtaking 
Zululand after -?1893. Fever, small pox cattle diseases of all kinds 
before Rinderpest, :imcci:x crop failures. Factors involved in this 
must,be, restrictions on movmment on the one hand, greater movement 
on the other, both of people and animals_} 

Gibson to Govt Secretary 28/4/97 
LA cattl~ disease has broken out towards the Lebombo. Not sure but 
but SAR ~oers seem to think it is anthrzx sends bolood for testing. 

Report for April 1897 
Lcrop reaped~ Amambele fairl good. 
offered for sale and will be scarce. 
good health prevail 

Maize poor and these have been 
Cattle disease rife Good order and 



1 

month. 

RM Nongoma 

2/9/9 
Montly report for May 1897 

11The usual collectiomof hut tax were held during the month but I 
regret to say that the amount collected was much below what it should 

have been. The effects of the te scarcity are still everely felt, and there 
has doubtless been difficulty in raising money with which top y the tax in 

~ 

addition to that which was requried for the purchasing of food. The last yea 
has, I fear, been a bad one for cattle and many of the people have 
lost a large proportion of their herds. The whole tax of the District 
should be about £4400 and only £2769/18 has been paid •••. 
I am nowever hoping to obtain payment of this blalance during the present m 

LCrops poor owing to drough· in the latter ;art of the season._/ 
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Bl1 Eshowe 

e ort for July 1897 ., 
£Hot· and dry district pa~ched. Immeyse ·:nxswarms•of-locusts· but apparnntly 
~passed over doing little dmamage. elath·good No gTeat crime •• 

inderpest - the first entry. 20fficers have been· appointed with 7 ZP and 
6 guards appointed.' 

Report for Agusut 1897 , 
"Crops• Some of.the natives have already commenced to plout their:fields for 

, "next seasons crops.,; Locust swarms ha Ye passed ove"r •.. Little -crime 
'Rinderpest reported on 25~h.from Fro Yolland and since then other cases reported. 

"I have nqt been able to ascertain definetley the number 0£ deaths that have occurred, 
as themttle are dying so rapidly that the people lost count.'..'.;'L Porably 

,_a9out 200 
' ( Report for Septemeb~r 1897· 

,L Crop~ and weather smudged_} 
Rinde~pe~t throughout the district 
t ' 

and estimates deaths 
' 

Report for October 1897 
Rain .d.aavy½ Locust are a bout but not doing much damage. 
11 ••• plouging is being carried out LMost of the guund is eing put under 
under amambele as the natives fear that mealies will be swept off by locusts. 
Sweet potatoes also being planted. Small pox has broekn out but being 
isolaged. 



RN Eshowe 
5/11/4 
Montly Report May 1897 
"Crops These have been for the most part gathered in In the upper wards ta 
the gTain crops, expecially the ama~bele, seems to be exceptionally go~ 
Cqmparatively few mealies appear to have been plantedthis y-,ar thr<IJ 
th oughout the district. 
Locusts. A very large slDJJIIJ:X swarm of these passed over the distrct 
about the middle of the month and a still arlger one at the end. 1'hese seem t. 
to have p~ssed on having done little or no dmamage. 
Hut Tax ·This, wht the exception of about £70, has been collected. The 
natives in every case have p~id well, and there 'is every propsect of an in··re 

ase on last year's revenue in this respect.11 . 
+L No serious crime 

Montly Report June 1897 
LUnusually cold and wet._} 11Trie natives, however, have not commenced to 
plough in readiness for the next season's crop." 
L,Locusts passed over. Health good No serious crime but _pe~ty t?.eft 
was eccured / "I regret to say, being for the most part JUVJ.nels 
"Hut T x -r'he natives have naid tax exc:i;etionally well this year, the 
total tip the end of June bein3" " L?.J 

... 
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RM Eshowe 
5/lI/4 

Annual Report for 1897 
"the year 1897, was not to sproperous as might have been hoped, coming 

as it does after a year of ~rotacted drought and great scaricity of food 
amongst the natives. / / he weather during the year was favoura',le for 
planting, but owin~ to the presence of the locusts and probably to ~arcity 

of seed, t e natives platned mealies but in very small quantities, the 
main crop bient "mambele", of which a larger harvest rapped than had been the 

case for some years p2st. The $4t potato crop was also a large one. 
Good rans fell towards the end of the year, and the 1897-8 season promises 
for a fair harvenst should the crops excape serious dmamage from the locusts. 
Swanrs of this :p:st traversed the District in 189? and they are still 
damamging standing rops to a certain extent. 
l'inderpest ap:i;eared in ~ggs¥:teiijnd has been "ravaging" the district since 
then Total No. of deaths ~Y :beomeber 1897 was 25,882 and of these 
1991 were innoculated. c~uecacc 1821 r • 
recovered and of these 72() with bile and 32 with serum. T:he Rinderpset 
dept under Dr Balfe has the means to save a good% of cattle and its 
regreeted that the natives did not take greateradvantage of it. 
Ver high lungsicknens tythis year particuarlry amongsttransport cattle. 
Native health good,Small samll pox outbreak and this was isolated. 
Little crime_} 11~ative litigation has been unusally small dobutless owing 
to the impoverishmeed condition of the popuation though loss of caittle." 
Mk ungu moved in this year and gone to L Mhlatuzi district abutting on LM 
Native immigration slight Prices gone up because of -transport difficulties 
die to rinderpest. 
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Rinderpest foilowed· a year-of drougbt and great scarcity. Locusts de damange 
but concentration on mabele meant crop ~as better than usual 
Total deaths rinderpest 25882 on Dec 1897. 
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