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1 The trides of the black people come from the Betswana,

The Batswena are ........They were one tribe where they originally
came from. Yhen they broke off, they called themselves the people
who have moved away from thelr abode. They were then in the veld.
They seid their name was Bafurutse "furutsa'" means to walk along
the bath. They ocalled themselves Bafurutse, Thelr chief wss
Modiea, ﬁo was the parsmount chief of the Batowsns, ihen they
left Magholong they went towerda the Yest, croassed the Crocodile
and Masdikwe rivers, They went through the Rathata psss to the
Remoriana or Nkagolwe mountains, The tribe is still called
Barutse, When they were right in the country after they left
Masholong, they ate wild pig, Modisa the chielf sald our tribel
toten is = pig, it is no longer Khomalounﬁaba. This was the tribe,
of chief Modisa at thoss mountains of Rsmoriens,at the deep waters
of Madikwe river. While they were there, they fought with Manawe.
The brother of the chief whose name was Phofedl msde himaelf a
chief and went awsy with a section of the tribe snd went towards
the West, When he left, he said my tribal totem is no longer a
pig, it is the monkey of the Ramoriana mountsins,

After Phofedi had parited with Modiase, the trive wa: divided.
Some said their totem was the €rocodile of the deep waters of
Ramoriena, Others asid theirs was the monkey of thorny buashes

2 of Medikwe, Others said theirs was the leopard of the mountains,

It had attracted them by ita many different colours, Others said
theirs was an elephant when they saw it golng to the river. Others
said theirs was a cow because they found lts milk and meat to be
nice.

This is how the tridbes were made up in the country of the
BeXxoene,

Ne the BatlSkwa, came out of the Bafurutshe bheing not meany,
We called ourselves the Batlokws whose tribal totem is the leoperd.
When we broke sway from chief Modise, our ohief wes Morare, Ve

orossed the Madikwe river to a little village among the reeds
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and mede our shode there, e went away from there and settled at
Mmudungwane, at the Moreteletse mountain, e found s amell tribe
oalled the Bakgothu (Koresnns people) we killed them and they killed

us and we drove them x out of the plsce, OChief Morare had a son
at this time whose name waa Molefe,

They afterwards left the Moreteletse mountain and went
through what is known todsy as Elephsnte Neck to the White
Wountaing, what ocaused them to get away from Moreteletae wes
this, During the n.ght when the people were % asleep, the
Bakgothu who lived in the osves used to continually throw stones
at the kraasls, This msade the Batlokws to leave for the White
lomntains, Chief Morsre died and Jolefe became the chief, ¥olefe
beget Kgaodi, Molefe removed his abode from the #hite lountalns
because there waus no place for ploughing, it was mountsinous and
he went to setitle at Tlokwe otheprwise known as Mooi-river, lolefe
died,

Kgeodi becane chilef at Tlokwe (Mool-river) and begat Liolefe 11

and his brother imo-Lefane, When they were grown up, he got them
to marry wives and then he sent them away with men of the ssme mge
to herd esttle st & place oalled Dite, in other words Nare-nageng.
They lived there with the csttle and it was said they were Daila-
dikgomo (those who abstain from esting cattle).

¥hilst they were living at the cuzttle poats Molefe snd his
younger brother decided to go home to salute the chief by s song
their father used to sing, They set off singing and seying
*"Let us go, let us go to Mmodungwsne". ihen they arrived and thei:
father heard the song, he stopped them., They returned to Dite
(Nare-negsa)., They decided to go sgein ts salute the chief. They
went singing "Let us go, let ua go to Mmudungwsne”, hen ‘their
father heard them ainging, he sent counclllora to drive them away
and to return from whence they came. They chased them awsy.
Molefe and :/olefane returned home , A third time they went ageln
singing, Their father became very sngry and ordered that they
must be told not to come singing the song. On thelr return home

after the third occasion'thay seid that now that our father has
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driven us sway, let us £ind our own plece of sbode. Holefe

begat & son and ¢alled hlm Merakadu, I sm no longer regarding the
leopard as our tribel totem. Cur tribal totem is the ant besr
them 1 must build my krasl at the holes of ant bears. Molefane snd
Molefe had s dispute and then they bated eaoch other, Holefane
1«:& his elder brother Molefe and he orossed the Vesl river (Lekoe)
to Thaba Ntgho in the country of chief Moshoeshoe,

Chief dMolefe died at Dite (Nare-nageng) then Maraskadu became
ehief. Marakedu begat a son and celled him Moaims, havsaid he was
a hole of ant bears, Chief Marskedu died. Mosima became chief
et Dite (Nare-nageng), o

'~ Chief Moeima removed his abode and went through Llephants
Feok end whilst he was on the trek Ye begat a child whom he called
Tsela (i/ay) es he x waas born on the way, They trekked s far as the
mountain ocalled Mankwe (Pilansberg), Ohief Mo.ima died end Taelq
bco;io & chief at Mankwe, Chief Tselm begat MNonageng snd sfter
Tsela's death ‘onageng became the chief, Honageng becat Matlabana,

Honagenyg died. Matlebana bessme the chief’ at Menkwe, MNatlabana
begat Mokgwa who become chief efter his death, Mokgwa moved away
and went to iive st itlholsnoge. %hen he was living here his

tribe plougbed lerdas on the otheér side of the Xgetlheng river
(Rlands river). When it reined whilst the woman were in the
lsnda the river sepersted them with the susking bebiea when 1t was
full, Chief Mokgwa died. Chief Taukobong became chief at
itlholanoga, Beoause of the trouble which Kgetlteng river gave,
Taukobong stopped the women from going to the lends.

The Batlhako of chief Leema whose totap is the elephant,
1ived in the Pilwe mountains. Chief Taukobong sent out an army to
g0 snd fight the But1q§kn of chief Lecma, He destroyed them on
the Pilwe mountains and soattered them. Chief Taukobong removed
his abode from Itlholanoge and he went to live at Tlliwe., hilst
he was chief there he beget Makaba and hls younger brother iolefe.
Makaba died Yefore he becsme a chief but he had begat chief
Bogatsu, Chief Taukobong dled snd followed his grandchlilid, Chief
Bogatsu became chief st 'llye, while he was ohief he begat a son.
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Chief Bogatsu collected regiments and sert them to the settle

posts of 3ekete of Ramorwa snd said “"Go to the cattle posts of the

Bafokeng and ocastrste thelir bulls, picking the best ones and leaving

the b8d ones, The regiments 4id go. Chief Moset:osne osekete of

Ramorwa, the go and fignt with the Batlokws. He attacked them at

home, The Batlokwa conquered the Bafokeng. They captured the chilef

of the Bafokeng chief .ekete and killed him. The Bafokeng fled end

returned to their home without a chief, Bogatsu and Molefe

separated, lolefewsnt to Lontwsneng (Groatfontain)...ﬁe found the

tribve of Mogopone living there and broke it up and hecsme the chief

there. ~Bogatsu died et Pilwe, The ohief's son Xgosi left

Pilwe and went to Marotodl otherwise known as Bultfontein and he

lived there, He became the chief at Marotodi, he was more fond of

dogs than he 4id his people. He liked to give women £a0d, he 4did

not like the men., He had two éona born to him Matlansng snd

Peshogs his younger brother, of the amaller house. Whan Xgosi

waa chief at Marotodi, there was a war amongst the Ngwaketals,

Chief Sebego of Makeba waz at war with Notiwasele of Legwsale,

They were fighting for the country. Az oblef sSebego was friendly

with chief, Kgosi, hé asked the Batlokwa to come to help him,

They went to his amslstance and they set out to attaeck Koswasele

of Legwale. Motswesele conquerdd the Bangwaketsl and Batlokws,

Motswasele captured the chlef of the Batlokwa, Jdorena Kgosi and

killed him, They stouted with joy when the Bakwena captured

their cnief and they g8ld "XKill him, he is not governing us well”,

He onlled the doga and called the women, He i3 chief of dogs ond

women, They deserted him because he waz not governing well.

The aruy of the Betlokea returned home at Mypotndi. Tre Batlelwa
wart Rema digravad aftrr bavirg heen ennguered by cvief Motswapele

and after the Bakwena had killad their chief on the mountaing

known to this day as "The Xings death plase". Leshaga bacans tne

shief of the Batlokwa as “'atlajengy was still a minor, Lesliaga

was attacked by the first ‘Matebele ca.led Hathejana, T.eshaga congu-

ered thé Hutevele, and then fouzut a sacond time with the Nakwena

of Modimosana of the bird whish su.slied milk., Hs conquered tas
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people -of Modimosuna and captured their onief ‘who was callad
imadintsi. The Batlokwa did not kill him, they spared him and he

went to his home, The people of Hodimosane were pleased, The
battls fought at the Xgetlheng river. That being over the Batlokwa
azain fouzht with the Bakgatla of chief Pilane, They fought in
Nogotlwe's Nek and the river called Magata. leshaga conguersd theﬁ
and captured that placs, from Tolonitfantenz to the Mankws Mountains,
It is the country cf the Ratlokwa.

Jhief Jeshega reméved his abal 8 and went northewsst to the placs
of chief Sebetwane, The zIreat ohief Hatlapsng remained at ths
¥oreteletes mountains., During the wars, whenthe Matebele entered
Transvaal, they went passed where Yatlapeng lived at Letlhakéng. Me
went away from here and he zot to another part of Moretelatse whiagh
was known as Ritefanteng and he settled thers. To Matlapong were
born two sons, Jaborone and his younger brotm r 3Jedumedi. 1t was the
time when ths Boers sntored this country of the North mnd ths
Tranavaal, The Boere who procesded from their own jlase camé aorogs the
Katebele. The Boers were trekking from whers they wma:e and they were
looking for a place to settle in country of the Satswana, The
Matebele killedthe Batawana and the Batswana killed the Matebele. The
Zulus killed the 3oers and the Boers killed the Zulus. ‘ars wers
waged., The Yatebels wént down the rivers, theyx ¢all the place
where they went, Bolawsne, to the north-gast; and they lived there.
Tae chief of the Zulus, joselekatsi the son of Matsobana cane from
Natal., After the ilatebele had gone passed, the Boers remained,
giving the 3atswana a lot of trouble in this country. ?hen the
Batlokwa realised thne trouble the 3oers caused, chief Hatlapeng
gvved away to the Bakwena country and he went to live in tha
sountry of chief 3echele of Motswasele where he remainad for 14 years.
But tasre was no good rela tionship betwean them and the Bakwena, so
he moved away again from there and went to the mountains known as
Tswenatawene in the Transvaal, The Batlokwa settls d there and their
chief Yatlapeng who was chief at Tswenetswene for 12 years, He dised
thers when the Bakwena wers fighting with the Bakgatla and whilgt he
was helping the Bakgatla., When the war of the 3akwena under 3Rechelas

was. over, Faborone becmne the cnief at Tewenctswena for 5 years, than
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he removad his abode and went to VNetwane in Jechuanaland in taa
sountry of the Bakwena, e separated with his vounger brotwm r

Sedumedi, thay wore the children of ons housa who had sucked the
sane breast, Sadumedi went to aatila at their old place of abode

at Latlhak:ng and became chief thers., Jabarone govarned his people
st Ntwane, his son was iMolsfe, Sedumedi's son was Xalafi, 3aborone
and his youngzer brother Jedune di did not part throuzh fighting witn
each oter., Thera was just a misundarstanding batwaen them, a
verbal one., Whilst they wers assparated, they considered the
question of bringing their peoprle together again. Jaborone said
"8t the achildren meet and zo balore the Kgotla so0 ta t thay may
Join their hards toxether, that sould m an a reconniliation., Thay
wont to the Kgotla, ok fe, Zaborons, Kalafi and Jedumedi ware
orderad to stand and make reoonciliatdon betwesn their families,
Molefe rafused and said, he did not want the familiaes to some togzaether.
He said that Xalafi showld govern his owmipsople, he himself did not
want Kalafi, The Xgotla ssked iole fe if he was handing the
ohieftainship over to Xalafi. Xalafi said “"no“. “Let him go and
govern his own, those of his father“, 'Ve have separated and I do
not want us to come together”, Jo did Molefs refuse beforc ths
gat®e ring. Iaborone stood up and aaid: 'Lial,g!%y. your elder

brotht r hac given you an inheritanse, behave uLnd tuke care of your
chieftainship and ¥olefe will govern his own", MNolefe ssid:

sNake a written document, thmt he is a ssparate chief and 1 am also
a separute cuief? This discussion took plsce in the year 1310,

of the ssparation of .Jolefe and Kalafi.

Law;:

Asaording to tha law of ths trial of seduation oases, if
a young man uas seduced & girl, ths pa&ment which should be made:
to the fate r of the girl, is 6 or 8 or 9 and the maxim:m is 10
nead of cattle, The girl hersslf must not wash with wnter, her
nair on the head aust not be cut so that all must see that she has
besn saduced,

 The law of husbands and wives: If a man bears a ohild.

with another mas wife, ae is guilty and is liable Lo pa&y tne
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nugband ¢ the wife, two or tihree head of sattle, If a man finds
another in his hut, in ved with his wife, ne must kill nim. Taat is
the law,

Thes law of murder, If a man has ¥iiled anothsr with an sxs,
it shall be fstchad and he alao will bYe killed with it. The same
haprens 12 the weapon is 8 knifas, or a sticy, he'vill also be
¥illed with the ssme, If it be & stone, that stone will be fetchad
and he will be killed with it, If he has bitten someonos with his
teeth and took of a oertain portion of flesh, from ais body, the
bitten zan shall be ocalled, so as to rexove the same flesh whioh

was bitten from him.

Laws of Xstate,

Yhen the father dies and hae an eastate, that will go to the
sons and not the daughters, The daughters get what their mother
leaves aftar her death, Her Delonzinzes, pots and blankats, Thit
is the inheritance of the shild ren who are girls., The house
belonss to the last child of the girls,

¥hen & fathe r has sons, it is he who zets wives for them and
pays 1oboio for them with 5 or 8 or 10 head of sattls, As the
Batswana marry sany wives, the first wi“e of a son is chosen by
the father and amcther. The son will then schoose the others for
himself, Acocording to the Batswana law, if & girl is aeduced
by a boy and gives birth to a child, or illegitimate children,
that girl does not wasi haerself with watcr, she does not have her
hair ocut so that the other people should see that she has baen
saduced, she is not a virzin, She does not wear shoss, she must
go barse footad. |

The work of our fathars was to make wooden bowls, hollow
wood en blcoks for stampiny kaffir corn. Thay aleo made garments for
wear at day time and vlankets for the night with shesp skins and
garmants for women, After having their meals the people sing
songs and raiz e their nands above thelir hends.

If & person has killed another, ha is taken to the shief and
he has to be killed aiso, If hs has bitten another pérson'a hand

offy, he is also taken to the ohief and his hand is eut off too,
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If a man has carnal connection with tae wifa of another
nan, ne nas to pay two head of sattle or four,

The work of tae wouzenfolk is to maks buskets, zats and to
cook foed. They &x draw water {roa the river and mould pots
for driasking water. |

" The lnv‘of theft, If a man steals sonsthing belonzing to

anotaer, the penalty is that he is saught and his hands ars
roastsd on tae fira and burned and exposed ;o the kot hearin whera
the firs has besen removad,

The Xotewana woman sows kaffir corn.'ahe dige the ground by
mean3s of an adxe., Sne weeds thse grass from the ocorn, 35he does
the harvesting also and the shelling and shs puts the keffir corn in

corn bin whioh ashe makes with earth.

o Bl
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