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PLAN OF DINGAAN'S HUT GROUP

and

RECONSTRUCTION OF DINGAAN'S HUT,

DINGAAN'S KRALL, ZULUTAND,

Burveyed 7th March, 1959
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NOTRS 0N THT HUTS AT DINGAAN'S KRAAL, ZULULY
(To'accompany the plan and hut reconstruction )

General,

The hut floors, baked hord when the whole kruul was fired
¥y Dinecaan as he ‘abandoned tho settlement in 1838, are frequently

very clearly defined and, frem the se, peeurate reconstruction

o1
b

5 posmsible, 'The Tollowing points anply gererally and must
e borne in mind in drowing up a plan of the kxrecl or in attempting

any reconstruction of the krnol -

i

1. The hearth is a1Ways_p1acéd towards the entronece and not-
n & central position, This still apnlies in modern Zulu huts,
2. The umsemo, the place where the pots were stored, is always

at the back of the hut., It is marked off by 2 curverd moulded

riago.
3, From & consider tion of these factors the entronce can be

&

etermined and it is evident that the huts faced down the slope.

The huts of Dingaon's wives and umDlunkulu were sitoed ot the

h

ead of the krasl and thus faced down into the centrol open space.

Those of the warriors and of Dingaan himself .on the ecstern slope

f

aced in 2 north-easterly or casterly direction and those of the

warriors on the western slope faced in 2 westerly or north-

westberly direction,
L4, The extent of the hut flecor can bhe determined by an lrregulsy
rim of carbon fuzed into the efpge of the clay floor and resulting

from the moss of burning thateh and wattle which s5lid cown to
the bhose,
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geconstruction of Hub 4,
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Dingaan's own personal group consisted of five huts, the
loors of three of them having been completely clenred, Hut D
s revealed by its hearth and hut ® by its wmsame but the limits
the floors of these huts hove not been determined,

Hdut A, which is rerarded as Dingasn's Council ¥ut, is the
ame sizZe as many others in the kreoal, namely 21 feet in diameter,

This agrees with the measurement given by Cloete, who stated that
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it is twenty feet wice® (quoted in Holcen, William C.s History
f the Colony of Natal, 1855, ».87), and with the Cescription given
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v Piet Retief who also estimoted the dlometer as about 20 feet
quoted in The Wonuments of South Africa, 2nd Rdition, 1949, D.96).
he statements by some writervs (e, Chamvion) thot Din-sen's hut
excentionally larse is not supported by o survey of the hut
or by the descrinticons of early visitors.

The heicght of the hut is more &ifficult to determine =g figures

] ~

ary from 8§ to 20 rfeet., Cloete, whose Adescription of other Jetails
hich con he econfirmed is usually correct, pgeve the heisht as

Teet cnd this fisure has been used in the reconstiruction., This



ragults in & reother fiattensed avpearance but Gardiner siates
thet the nut “wae of sufficient height to stand erect with a

hat in almost every part! (Journey to the Zoola Gountry).

This confirms a flattened outline and also gupports the figure
of & fest given by Cloete. Champion stated that the hut was
obout twenty feet high (in Bird's Annals of Natal, m» 20L4) but
this must be rejected in view of the size of the floor area énd
the figures given by Cloete and Gardiner,

The one feature.in which the floor of hut 4 differs from
that of other huts is the ﬁreséﬁce of a number of post holes,
about 6 inches in ciemeter. These arc recognisable by the fact
that-the clay floor was moulded up afound the hase of the post
and in two instances charred remains of the posts were found
in the holes,

POST HOLE

Gardiner steotes that “"the fremework was supported by three
parallel wows of posts, four ‘in the middle and three on each
glde" and he gives a sketch showing the arrangement, RBicht post
holes can definiftely be determined; namely the two outer rows
of three and the %two post holes on each side of the hearth which
supported the izinsika, the posts usually found in a Zulu hut
today, The other two post hoiles of the middle row have Dheen
considerably broken by plant actlon,

It ig interesting to note the varying estimates of the number
of nosts given by different writers. Retief stated that there
were twenty-~two pillars (OE.Cit.). Champion gives the number
ae nine and huts with nine posts, arrsnged in three rows, are
still in use (Bryant: Zul&éEnglish_Qigtionary). Gardiner secms
the more reliable and agrees with the existihg remains il the
"two damaged post holes are accepted,

The posits of Dingaan's hut were of a speclal kind of mimosa
{(umigandane) (Colenso:Zulu Nictiopary) and were completely covered
with beads (Retief), A blue head was found in onme of the
post holes,

The hut covering probably had & simil~r timber framework
to that still in use and impressions of timbers, about an inch
in diémeter, were found in masses of beked clay, This framework
was covered with grass over which a number of mats, igiHlandla,
about/ e eense



- 3 -

about three feet wide, were arranged in overlapping rows to throw
-off the rain (Cloete: op,c¢lt.). The finial which crowned the
thatch was, according to Cloete, called the tsikongo, 'pinnacle
of the house or temple'. This was constructed from a "very

long viece of matting rolled into the T orm reqgul red?,

The hut floor was of ant-heap and clay, beaten and polished
with a stone. A remarkably smecoth surface wes produced and this
was derkened with fat and ox blood and polished until it shone
like & mirror (Retief).' When the hut was burned Gown the floor
was baked herd, producing a structure almost ldentical to that
of the hut floors at Zimbabwe and other Southern Rhodesian anc
Northern Transvaal ruins, Around the edge the floor curved up-
wards like the rim of o saucern, |

At the back of the hat is the umsamo, - marked off by a
curved moulded clay ridse., Pots and other household Nossess5ions
were kept in the umssmo where they were assured of protection
by the mediclnes placed there by the medicine-man when the hut
wes erected, Masses of broken pots were recovered from the
umsamo. Jhe umsamo is the most sacred part of an Zulu hut but
in Dingaan's hut this was particularly so for the suardiasn spirits
of the tribe cccupied his umsamo end offeringe were macde to them there,

The hearth, 1ziko, is situated near the front of the hut
and cbout 5 feet from the entrance, as is still the custom, It
is & circular depression, 6 inches deep and 3% feet in dlameter,
surrounded by & neatly-rfashioned moulded clay rim, This is
confirmed by Gardiner who states that "the fireplace, as ls
usual in all their houses,; is situated about one-third of the
wheole diameter Trom the door, to which it is exactly opposite
and exhibits, for a Zoola cevice, a considerable degree of taste,
the raised gides being waved in the form shown in the plate at
the end, instead of the general pattern - an exsct cirele",
Gardiner shows a wavy outline Iin his sketch. The outer edge
of this hearth is considerably broken But one part of the

crencllated edge is preserved (see photograph).

There is nothing to indicete the position of the entrance
but it is invariably opposite the gﬁggmg and in front of the
entrance and it has been shown in that vosition on the plan
This i1s confirmed by CGardiner's description and sketch,

The remains of the floor of Hubt A conform so exactly to
Gardiner's description as to leave little doubt that this was
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actually Dingaan's hut,




