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( this fir st part may possilbly be by Gija Ma.hatlalela) 
Q.UESTION A 
Did the Mahlaelas find Shewula reigning when t hey arrived? 

Yes . 

QUESTION B 

Does that mean that the Dlaminis wanted the ~ Mahlalela to be above 
the Maziya of Shewula? 

Actually the Mahlalela had t heir own greatness on their arrival . 

QUESTION C 

What brought the Mahlalela here? 

I do not know. Actually the Ma.ziya and the Mahlalela, plus the Dlamini 
migrat d at the same time, that is when they mig.rated from Shiselweni . 

QUESTION D 

What caused them to leave Shiselweni? 

I cannot tell , but the fact is that they wanted to spread. 

Q,UESTION E 

Were t here any other clans amongst the ~~iaand the Sifundza • 

. . . . . . . . . 
QUESTION F 

Whom did you find when you arrived here? 

Look, when we arrvied here from Botswana wef ound no- One here we Sifundza 
people . 

QUESTION G 

With which other clans did you come? 

We separated from the Ma.silela as we arrived at Manga. 

QUESTION H 

What relationship existed between you and the Ma.silela. 

When we arrived at Mananga we were one. To separate at Manango a bi rti 
was killeQ.. 

QUESTION I 

Did you settle in one place? 
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Yes , we settled in the very place we are to- day. 

QUESTION J 

We would like to know where your clan came from and where were the Swazi 
at the time of your migration? 

We came before the Swazi . 

QUESTION K 

Can you remember t he chiefs that you found and who were your chiefs? 

We were the f irst one s to arrive here. The first chief to come here was 
Malingela and his son was Madzanga, who beeot Runga • Runga begot Maphalala. 
Maphalala ' s sonx was Mbandamanzi and the son of Mbandarnanza was Shewula. 
The son of Shewula was Majembeni and his son is the pr esent ch'ef, Mvaleni . 

QUESTION 1 

When di d the Dlamini become your ruler s? 

They arri ved at Mdzimba and found the Mnisi clan t her e . We were here. 

QUESTION M 

Does that mean on :tx~ the arrival of t he Dl amini you had nothing more to do? 

In fact they came t o Mdzimba long after we arrived here and then they turned 
against us . It was during the reign of Shewula on our side and Mbandzeni 
on t heirs . 

<j,UESTION N 

What provoked the Dlamini into turning against you? 

It was because Shewula was re ' e:ning like a king and he did all that a kinr 
used to do e . g . he played his own incwala ceremony. 

QUESTION 0 

Were the Mahlalela here? 

They found us Sif undza here 

QUESTION P 

Is there any divi sion between you and t he Masilela? 

We are mixed and the Masilela chief was alienated, and he acts as an induna 
t o the Sifundza. The f irst Masilela induna was Magwinya. 

QUESTION Q 

Can you tell us of Magwinya ' s descendents? 

Maewinya bore Mathubela, who bore Mboshwa; Mboshwa bore 
After us ther e came the Maziya and ~~ Mahlalela . 
Makhuneni , Langa, Maphungwane . Shewula settled and was 
and find his wown place to settle . 

QUESTION R 

How did the Mavimbel a come to mix with you here? 

We brought them from the west. 

Mahla.karnphane . 
These settled }[
told to go ahead 
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QUESTION S 

Why did you migrate . 

I cannot tell . There katxx have been no quarrel!samongst t hese peoples , 
Mahlalela, Madolo and l""Jaz ' ya, but a l l used to peacefu Jy intermarry. 

Swaziland extend a s far east as Bovwane :tm: and it is still the Sifundza, 
Madolo and others. Later a large group of people came and built a village -
mnlike us who built individual homesteads. Some were under t he Mahlalela and 
other under us . Then later war broke out because those people multiplied 
and became stronger, so much that they felt t hey were bi~ men . Then 
each time the iakarx Dlamini kirj.g wanted those people to t alk , but they 
refused and as a result the king thought of a pl an to subdue them . First 
of all a war - there was a war to whi ch they were summoned and there most 
of them died and so their strength was ahated . Then later t he Sifundza 
were attacked and the people of Shewula were killed by the Dl amini king. 
The Dlami ni were against the Sifundza kingdom and so± t hey subdued it. 
The Si fundza people started to appear at the kings royal place forM service 
during the reign of Sobhuza II . Before tha t they performed al l t he national 
rites at their own King ' s royal place. 
The fir s t regiment to be summoned there was that of Bulondvoloti . After 
the strife between the Swazi and the Sifundza the latter chiefm.n ai;xx away 
back to sout her n Tson,o:aland, but aft er the s trife he was restored to hi s 
area, and t here he l ived a short time , until he died . 


