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13 .3.70 

I NFORMANT - MANDANDA MT~E~A ~ · $;~0J5 I . 

PRI ME MI NISTER 
-- -----------

Sesuka enyakatfh-~sayo Ka l.yawo - saya eningizima 

We came from the North and went on to Nyawo country . We went to the Souhh 

Sashiya Ngwane I kanya\·JO . Sesi ka saya eShi oelweni 

We left Ngwane a t Nyawo , then we left for eShiselweni 

eningizimu sesuka saya Ku Ndunc;unya - Kunernbo 

I n the south we went with Nd ungunya to Embo 

KaZulu - sishka e Tsheni l aNgwane - saya r-gi.vamba 

in Zululand . We then l eft the rock of Ngwane and went to Ngwamba . 

Sapbindze - saya eshiselweni - kwaba nguNdvuyane Wa Ngwane 

We then returned to eShiselweni . That was Ndungunya of Ngwane 

s aya i(a Lobamba ehdzimba -

From eShiselweni we went to Lobamba , the old , near Mdzimba . 

Ngen::;c i l e Ku Somhlolo lowatshi ni bobheko s ive lesit aku 

I have ski pped Somhlolo who said '' wait for a na tion that is coming 

s ita nemculu - ningatata idayimane niyo~ e ni l i botiGil e 37 
It i s bringing a volume . Do not take money. If you do so you will 

be killing the land . " 

I:dunr;unya nt ala Somhlolo - lotai a Iiswati lowaya 

Ndungunya gave birth t o Somhlolo the father of Mswati who went 

eDl o:nodlomo - waya Ka Hoho . ''iabuya e!··idzi mba lapho . Waxabana nebelutu . 

to eDl omodlomo and then proceeded to Hoho . Again he returned to 

Mdzimba and then he de f eated t he Basuto . 

~ es it hu belwela baya el·'adshadza laba la_ ngwB_neka 

The Basutos cros s ed t o eMshadza(l) Then t his country remained the 

Ngwaneland of 

l aka Somhlolo . 

of Somhlolo . 

(1) A mountain in the eastern Transvaal - crossed here probably 
means present boundary . 
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Kubhubha Ms~ati kumu ~bandzeni utshat cha 
Then a t the death of Mswati Mbandzeni was installed . 

i mp hi uphinJne uyohlasela besuta e~~hadza 

He again went up Nor th and f ought the Basutos at eMshadza . 

nase babuta Kuthi nasesinisitil e inkhisi nakitsui seyiwuchitshile 

e !· shadza tshine seni t akusi tshini 

~fuen the Swazi warriors asked what happens since our King has 

helped to de feat the Basutos , what are you going to do with us? 

Kwantshiwa in~:hosi ih;ela livelayo i ya ',ufa i tibusa , 

It was said the King has be en fighting f or his own land and he 

will die ruling himself 

. t , ul nesi u ... <:Jt\·:ane , nesi tukuluane': 

with his des cendants - with his descendants ? Yes , that is 

101:hholwa yinkhos ya~ ini yaka h[Wanc ni t c· ulwela 

what the '., ing of Ngwane will get and you have f ought for that . You 

have f ought 

livelayo . ~anga .p elalce solo sema nsa~olokoke sema n~ako lokcke kutshi 

kwatshiwa 

for the land . Truly we are $til l waiting for tha t 

in::b osi iya.r..ubusa nesi t u~:l waue say a ! .gisoke s i tukulu 

59 

the King shall reign with his descendants . These are his descendants(l) 
( 

saya lesi leslkhona lomuhlgke . Phiudseke leseyi busa l omuhla 

of th P. present king . Again the present King that is ruling 

yapkak i mphi nakuxabene emaI·Jgis i nema Jalimane bat hi 

has sent out s oldiers when the Germans and the English quarrelled . 

They said 

"Wena wekunene .. yelekelel a nauku ur:'.khcsi , naus i i .pi 

"Wena wekunene 11 help us . Here is trouble , here is war . 

se sitd nayo lapha :_uwe ekhaya wayi " i ka. emnsotj r- kc 

We are bringing it with us to you and he ordered the s oldiers out . 

(l~ the present rulers . 
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Question A 

What had happened when Somhlolo went to eDlomodlomo? \ as the intention 

to buil d a royal kraal or to escape? 

Ye bo , abeyekwakha umut i , uyab ona phel an j e eNcakini , 

Yes , he went up to put up a royal kraal called eNcaki ni , 

nyabone. phel an je e!'lbhuleni , uyabona phelanje Emjindi ni 

f or ins tance there was eMbhuleni and Em jindini 

Question B 

Some people say tha t the purpose for going to eDlomodlomo was to 

hide , because there was trouble in Swaziland . 

Ngi takuts hi i nt fh o l enci 11 gete ngayichaza , ngi ngete 

This is what I cannot expl ain , I have 

ngay i chaza 

no explaination. 

N itakutshi ngul aba ' aka Maseko , baka Maseko lengiha tiko 

110 

I think these wete the Maseko people . It is the Maseko people I know 

l ababanga bodvwa babese bayachitfhwa l apha ba t i bita 

who quarre led between themselves and they were sent away because 

ngekutshi babo bang0makhosi khanapha kule Nquabaneni 

they called themselves kings in Nquabaneni 

bac hi tsheka baha .. ~bake . 

Then they were s ent away a nd they l ef t . 

Question C 

145 

Did t his Maseko trouble occur when the pr incess Lamb o9'£a was married 

to them? 

Kuleyonqa bane ya Lambobota bachi t f hwa . LaiD.bobota 

In t hat f ortress the Maseko people wer e des troyed . Lambobota 

baxabana naye" wase wenya t idvwaba e a nt i ni sewuta 

had a misunderstanding with the Mas eko people . She too K her skirts , 

d i pped them in water and then ~ame 
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lapha en!...hosini sekuts hi wa ngum ~ t fhwanabani l o 

to the King , who asked , 11 Whose child is this 

t idvwaba t i nje bas e bayachi tfhwa baka Masek o . 

whose skirts are like this?" and the Maseko were des troyed . 

Sewuyasal ake l omntfhwana l owab e sewubeka 

Then the son ( i . e . of Lambobota) remained 

l e nkhos i yaka Maseko - .t-. gugogo wa Shol ogwanek e . 

with the Maseko chiefs . - this was Shologwane ' s grandfather . 

Question D 

How did t he Mthethwa get into contact with the Swazi ' s ? 

157 

Ngat i kutshi baka Di ngi swayo batala inkhos i yaka Zul u 177 

What I know is that the people of Dingiswayo gave birth to a Zulu King . 

Ts hi ne l apha kaNgwane besilumi sa emakhosi , 181 
We ( i . e . the Mthethwa) came to the Ngwane to doctor the Ngwane kings . 

Sitinyanga t emal:hosi. ungena kwetfhu l apha 

We were the King ' s doctors . That is how we came here , 

emakhosini sil:hona le eShisel weni. Silumisa emakhosi 

to the kings at eShiselweni . We continued doctoring the kings 

Si lun:isa emakhos i , yasuke i nlr...hosi yacij a i t s hi 185 
we continued doctoring the kings . The king became sharp ( i . e . shrewish) 

after 

i nca :. i dla l c::. ioct shi yaka l·~ t she t fhwa bese iqed za 

eating the medicines of the Mthethwa people . He f inished 

ba r tfhu iyababul ala iyi t f hu kuts helisa , sas ck~ 

the people . The medicines made the King enraged . Then 

sesi yalahliswake sekuta kunggena l aba . 

we were stopped and the Ndwandwe people taken in . 

baka Ndwa ndweke . Le t aka Ndwandwake tis uka 

The Ndwandwe medicines 

cha tibuyisan ekhayan j e i yat fhuku t s hela 

had the }1.\1[« powers to make the King come back home(l) The king gets 

angry 

(1) make him normal . 
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itfhukutshele I.wandle kwatisa kutshi a tika-

He gets an 5ry because the s eawater gets high a nd low because 

fakwa l e tisuka l e t itshi in~:h osi ayibula le bantfhu . 

there are no mediciacnes that make the King sharp , to kill .(l) 

Question E 

Was there any difference be t ween your incwale and that of the 

Ndwandwes ? 

Ve le yinye phela solo yesuka phansi , ayi 

The incwale is s tillone a nd the same . It 

ntshint s hwa kwantshint s hwa tihl nti kuphela , 

does not cha nge . vfua t was g~anged were medicines only . 

kutshi asekunggene nati letinye tinyan~a 

It was said , "Let us use a new type of doctor 

sesibone t.utshi tona t i t a}:ul i ngiG a le ti taka 

to see if t hey will do the same as the 

h thethwa y i ni , bal:a Mthethwa bane mi t s hi 

Mthethwa doctors . The Mthethwa doc tor s have medicines 

Xl!MK l cmibi inkhosi its hi ine;adl a ti:: l;:i.hl a tabo bese 

which are baa. After the King has used these then 

i qedza bantfhu nangempel a batshi kube basebente 

he finishes people , and sur ely after these new doctors had worked 

yabuye:jjhaya inldlos i . 

the King became normal . 

Question F 

Do you know if the Swazis were once under the Zulus? 

Azange aphatfhwe 

No, they were never under them. 

Question G 

Do you know if the Swazis were once under the Ndwandwe? 

BeNgguni cha 
No . 

(1) This means the Mthethwa medicines kept the ~ ing high or 
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angry all the time . The Ndwandwe !!let him go up , but brought 
him down again . 
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Ques t ion H 

How did the Swazis get in contact with the Ndwandwes? 

Usho l aba baka l~ ggungunyane ? Ngat i baka 

Do you refer to the Nggungunyane people? I know the people of 

~gguncunyane l ababc c i dza i ncwala. 3aka Zi dze 

Nggungunyane who celebrated incwala • Zidze people 

ngangine~~nea . Kuncat i l abatiko . 

no , I would be telling lies . Ther e may be some people who know . 

Question I 

Hha t was the exact time you were born? 

!.gi t e l e nas c a takuha r::b a i·ibandzeni vc l e ngi t el we 

I was born at about the death of Mbandzeni , I was born 

Bhunu a s aseba leni nc obe Dhunu ubedwe as l ijaha 

after Bhunu had been born . Bhunu was installed when he was a man 

in his late teens 

i·icangi l uswane • .i~gobe luse~cwa >1 e l '.ia hunu lut ._· a tfhu . 

I was a baby( l ). Because Bhunu ' s "Lusekwane •s (• 2) that I remember 

were three . 

Kwat s hi nge !• cwal a yesine kwa ts hi\;a kube;:;:a ::..ncuala 

It happened tha t on the 4th incwala , the 1st part of th~ incwala 

l encane ln1abe s olo l~ut s hiwa bayc the , bayethe , kwaba 

was celebrated , peo}>le k ep t saying "bayethe , bayethe" bu t 

si!:hat6 ~ i sa~hunu se~uh~mba 

it was the time of death of Bhunu . 

Question J 

Was La- Mgangeni daughter of Langalibalel e? 

Abcse abeke f"'dz a ·~ u};o - k.wabe sc ~- u t s hivua !rnnenLhos i 

231 

2 1.;.Q 

261 

28 2 

She had already ins talled Mdzabuko - it was heard tha t there wasa king 

l e , lena ~'.' usiyo i n '.•os i l •J .bandze r,i la~ hC'l:c 

t ha t this was not a a king , referring to Mbandzeni . There and then 

(l) i , e . when Bhunu was in his late teens . 

( 2 )i.e . Incwala ceremony . 
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kwesuka lut ".:hul i khonak e kwabcs e kuyawubulawanwa 

everything was dis turbed and killing began . 

U~a-Mgangeni ngitshi mine nguye uLa- Lancalibal el e 

Larogangeni , I say she was the daughter of Langalibalele 

ngobc bashonjalo ba t shi nguLa-Lancalibalele • 

because that is what they call her , La- Langalibalele . 

302 


