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AREA GODLWAKO 

As we speak lookin g a t Godlwako : This place Godlwako is the 2xxh!± :x:iJR:xt 
earliest ruins of the kin g ' s village, built here on his arriva l from Magudu. 
The evidence is that in the Godlwako cave s are number of cl ay pots and 
oth e ar t icle s us ed by the Swazi . On top of this, on that ro ck yonder :ix 
ar e a lot of play stones with which Ngwane used to play when he was a boy . 
Across the Mzinsangu Rive r ar e al so some play stone s , and the rain water 
pools in which he used to bathe. That sid e of the border are Shoba people, 
who were under the Swazi king ' s contro l , and there is a s tone wall around 
the place where the Mathab el a cl an used to live - set by the kin g there. 
Once the king went a s far as Ngwane pool at th e confluence of Mantombe and 
Nsi bane Rivers . 
Those who are a; Godlwako are Mgidl a ' s de scenda nts who fled from the Royal 
Homestead after a dis pute, when they were about to be killed. They wem 
toZombodze, but the inh abitants of Zombodze would not prote ct them, so they 
f urth er fled to us, where they received pr otection. So th at they are here 
today amongs t us . Those who are now acros s th e border at that side of 
Si vale . 
There at Godlwako t he r e is a hot water spring in which Ngwane p.se d to bat he, 
and on the Mvunyane Rj_ver.J21:l 8lliis side of Sivule , there is hot water . 
When we were at Shoba we M~ee pe ople use d to fetch wate r from the Pongol a 
River. In fact there had been no Swazi that side of the Pongola, since 
their land was border~d by the River . 

We were here with th e Hlo phe clan onl y. Then went the Nkambule man to 
Mntembe and returned with the Kin g to Lavumisa . Then Hlophe showed the 
king all the cave fortres ses. All the medical treatments at the Royal 
homestead were done by t he l\Jkambule . The Gwe·bu clan paid a beast th at went 
past uhlungu. The carcas of the beast was u ed a f or med· ca l spr inkl in g 
at ihe royal homestead. We were also to geth er with t he Gwebu. It was 
time when the forces were going to at t ack the Sotho - from Mdzimba to 
Barber.ton and to Hulu . The Nkambule were in char ge of the war medicine, 
which started with the Hlophe clan at Shiselweni at Godlwako . The kin g drove 
all th e Sotho before him, who fled until they climbed Hulu rock s . After 
they war they returned to esta b lish them se lv es (th e Swazi), and an induna by 
t he name of Nsibande was assigned to build his home at the ruins of the old 
kin g ' s homestead at Zombodze. The Nkambule and th e Hlophe are natives of 
Godlwako. We were already ta ken to go with the kin g . We arrived and established 
the royal residence at Old Lobamba . In the sou th it was onl y the Hlophe 
who were left in char ge of all t he cave f ortr ess es. Also the Ntshan gase clan 
who arrived were under his control. Each t i me there was a Zulu raid Hlophe 
used to hid e in caves until it was finished. He was the father of Mahagane . 

<g,UESTION A 

When Nkambule left with the king to the north, were the Ntshangas e there? 
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They had not arrived. In fact the king ha d gone lookin g for greene r pastures . 
Here are thecl ans which left with the king from the south: -
Shiba at Hhohho came from this home; the Zombodze ~eople came f rom the same 
home ; the Ludzak eni a t Maphunuzane ' s home, which is now situated near 
Hl a thikhulu ; the Phunga villa ge and Hhanteleka came from th is home; the 
Nkambule came out of this home. And many other clans originated from th e 
same v i ll ag e . 

After the king had gone attacking the se Sotho groups - it was just between 
the timeof t he stay of Mswati a t Hhohho , and the time t hat Ludonga died, towards 
th e early days of Mbandzeni ' s r e ign - there had been tremendous pressure on 
this sout he rn area fr om the Zulu impis . Actually th ey got in and ~ x fou ght 
with the Swazi. As you can remember , anyone who claims to be a chief in 
Swaziland has a cave fortress . Peop l e who do not have this are not ori gin a l 
chie f s.A t t hat hecti c time LaZidze sent messengers to the Zul u kin g - I 
cannot remember his name, but it might be Mpande . She want ed to kilrnM know if 
the Zulu king was aware of the fac t that he was ac tually wagi ng war against 
women in Swaziland . She fur t her enquired from him if he as a man coun t ed 
hi mself a brav e ru l er , as he fou ght against none but a woman, a Que en Regent. 
The Zulu kin g understo od and felt shame at the stun nin g tauntin g words of 
the Swazi woman . Then Masi phula was ca ll ed to be asked i f Nt abakayihh oywa 
would come and bl ock t he en t r an ce of t he raiders . But it was poi nted out 
t hat Ntabak ay ikhonjwa was too leni ent to be given su ch a t a sk . Conseq uent l y 
he failed at the fir s t a ttem pt . Then Si tharnbi was sent to barricade the 
entr an ce , and he did so successfu ll y on hi fi rs :.t a ttem pt . Then Sithambi 
r emai ned a great chief up t o this day - as you can see the~ vas t area 
ltj: ritx under his chieftainship, extendin g as far as Johannesbur g . But even 
Ntabakay ikhonjwa r emai ns as an unde r lin g . 

QUESTION B 

Did th e Swazi kin g from Mntembe come f or r efuge from t he Hlophe? 

In fact the Swazi kin g found us as men of thi s are a and on th e ir ar r i val the 
Hlo phe pe ople were made indunas . Then when th e kin g left with the Nkambule 
he left the Hlophe as rulers of th ose ki:Ngx villages of the king which had 
been built. He further in s truct ed them to build an extra one on another site , 
which was ri ght on the banks of the Pongol a Ri ver in the sou th . Unfor t unately, 
at th e depa rt~~ of th e kin g , t e Zulu raids began to be f req Je nt in fue area. 
We then fled ~a new homest ead on th e banks of the Pongo l~. In fa ct t here 
was a wife of the kin g who had been left with th e induna to be Quee n mot herof 
th e area. That very Queen mother was killed by the Zulu raiders near the 
~ . Roman Cath ol ic~ Schoo l. The Queen failed to reach the caves to 
which she was dragged ·by the elders . 

The Kin g started from Tembe, that side of Lubombo mounta in s . I can still 
remember that I onc e went to t he pl ace where he halted under a lar ge fi g tree, 
whic h I was shown by Zombizwe, in the same mountain . The king went to Gol lela 
and t hen to Godlwako, then on to Mbilaneni, then Shiselweni, and so fo r th . 
The main fadt is th at it was the Nkambule man who directed the Swazi king to 
Gollela and further to Godlwako - in f act the Nkambule ar.e Amakazi mbele , and 
they are of Sotho ori gins, whilst~ the other forefounders of the Hl ophe are 
the Zulu, who of course were found t here . Even today at Ngogweni, where 
we came from we Hloph e, tog ether wi t h JVInazebel e , Mkhabela . But Hl ophe i s 
the elder who in fact shoul d have inherited the chieftai nship . Unfortun~ately 
he wa s st i ngy, so th e pe opl e favou r ed l"indzebele who :fi:Nara:xy:x finally gained 
t he chieftainship. 
In fact the Swazi wer e ori gna lly Tson p;a, from their tar t gi n po int at Ernbo 
beyond t he Lubombo ran ges . 

* 
The Nkambule migration to Buseleni 

We were shifted from Masundwini to thi s l and of Pr ince Mgidla, after he had 
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been killed. He was the brother of Mswati , who was here at Buseleni at 
Sidvokodvo at th e fortress. Of course we had moved since the migration of 
the king to Masundwini, whence we were instructed to come here . 

How Ngidl a was killed. 

He was killed through sheer 0-ealousy by his brother Mswati. He had a bi g 
ox amongst his livestock, which was his pride and joy , and it was huge. One 
of it s horns dangled, while the other was upright . I t could not drink in 
shallow water because of this horn . The JIDl[:ll:DrX name of the ox was 'Nauna ' (?)­
yellow in colour. When Mswati was informed of the riches of his brother at 
Buseleni , including this ox, he was angry and summoned his warriors to go and 
confiscate the cattle and bring them to him. He killed him and took away the 
cattle. 

who The man wgm: brou ght u to Buseleni :watzx a kings messeng er was Bhuku Khumalo. 
He was one of th e native of Buseleni , and so he came to show µs the fortress. 

LaMgangeni 

She came from Moihoek and married a royal husband , Then later LaMgangeni 
quar relled with Mbandzeni. The brother of LaMgangen i, Ngome, had fled as 
far as Godlwako . He r an away because his sister had been killed and so he felt 
he was nowhere. Then the king x± sent mess engers, Prince Makhahle lek a , 
to go and loo k for his uncle , ~g xx putting words of comfort into his 
ealrs by saying that he was not against his uncle, but against his late sister, 
and that he must not run away but return . But his uncle refused to return, 
because he was sca r ed . The king sent further instructions with his mes senge r 
that he should go and settle pas t the Hkophe ' s, where he should ask for a 
field near the Ngwane Pool, wher e he coul d plough . Then afte r that was done, 
he should establish ID![ himself amongs t the Mhlan ga people, and they should fall 
under him from the day he arri ved . 

The Nkambule Lineage 

Masunphe - who was buried at Godlwako 
Mbandzeni ( not of Swazil and() follo wed by 
Matikweni - who was at Matsapha 
Mtilankhatsa - at Buselen i 
Fakisandla - the hanged one 
Masibekela - the present one. 
In fact the Nkambule became gre ~t bec ause they handed over their kingdom to 
th e Swazi king, and further pro vided a wife for the king,who begot Mbandzeni . 
Eve n t he first Somhlolo was born of a Nkambule woman. 

The migration of the Ngwane king from Shiselweni. 

* 
First he built his home at Zombodze . Second he bu ilt a t Nsangwinijam~Rf~~ Maseko . 
Nokwane at Old Lobamba. 

* 
First he built at Zombodze. Second he built at Mkhondo. Thirdly amongst the 
Ngqamane at Nqabaneni; Fourth Nokwane, Old Lobamba, amongst tie Mnisi clan, plus 
the Magagula ~l ans . Then came the beginning of the skirmishes with the 
Sotho . After the wars Nkhanini vill age was built. 

* The Hlophe lineage. 

Tigodo who begot 
Siphoqwane who begot 
Mahagane who begot 
Si bhebhu who begot 
Togodo II - the present chief . 

What I remember about the cays of Tigodo : the Ngwane king was once invited 
to visit the Zulu king. The king sent Tigodo to represent him. The Zulu 



-+-

TIGODO HLOPHE cont ••• 

king asked hj_m how the Ngwane king was a king. Tigodo told him positively 
that his kin g was a king becau s e of the~ children ' s ve Getables. Then the 
Zulu king ur ged 'ri godo to bring his kin g to him so that he could demonstrate 
the vegetables of children that he was talking about . Then Tigod o went 
back to the king who responded to th e invitation. On his arrival he was 
asked to demonstrate :t«k the ve ge tables, which he did by th e r ain he made on 
his arr iv al . The king was convinced that he was a real king, aid told him 
to go in peace. 

* 
The praises of Tigodo were: -

" Uhl z..bene l e a.makhosi arnabi li uZwide Kanje noYan ga 
"You have fought for two kinP'S - Zwide and Yahga . 11 

A Khumalo, who was in char ge of the fortress was Mvubu, who is also one of 
Mgcoyi za ' s desc endents. But Mvubu was the first one to come here . That was 
during wartime . Of cours e, Mgcoyiza Khum-~lo came here later. 

Magwegwe - in fact they are one of the Mahlale la who ea.me later . 

The other thin g which whenced (?) the Hlophe chieftain was the mere fact that 
/ -----"' there was a wife who was left here and cattle . 

The main reason for leaving behin d the Hlo phe was to leave them as sentin el s 
against Zulu raids. \\/hen the Zulu raids were on their way messengers wer e 
sent out by th e Hlophe to go and report to the king . The first t here was 
Bhulindleatla and the second Danga.mane ; the third was Maguqu. Then the 
Zulu were told that they should understand th at the border was Mnta.mbe River, 
and th a t they would obtain seeds from the Hlphe. Would they then stop the 
raid s . The Zulu raids were ended as soon as Sithavubi came and se t up 
barracades against the stubborn Zulu impi. 
The land at :t:ll!.Of;iOC th a t t ime was vast . The border was the Pongo la River, 
extendin g as far as Benoni in the Transvaal. 

Magubulundu, as you see him, belon gs to Swazil and. His vil l age , known as 
Bhadeni, signifies th at there was a ri ghtful king who died. Then he himself 
was installed because he was a near - t o- XHgi reign. Magubulundu se ems to 
be from the same stem as Prin ce Ndabazezwe. 

l 
MatM What we know about the country is that the Engl ish handed us to the Boers, 

..,,,.,-----... who curtailed our country. But the powerful kin g who actually wide ned t he 
country was Somhlolo. In fact it was Somhlolo who prophesised the comin g of 
the whites. 

There was once a Swazi kin g who married a Mndzebele lady. He was Ngwane , 
who bore Ndvungunye. 
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