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')UESTI ON A • 
'I'.el 1 u s ~ .bout so~ '2::.1010 ' everytliint you lmov1. 

\\e were ·Lol<l. US\.A'J'I \78..S SOUELOI,O ' s :son, und that his mother ,-ra;s Z'.:IDE' s 
dau e;h t er. It i s said that his lJirt __ 1.as a source o f er eat joy for the 
SYia<!.i and _i s raothcr 1~-ZID7Eo She son{: a.. joyful cone-. and ca.lled her 
escourt 11:..ti.N Z::O;:L.H.1\J'rELE n-d others x at h er i n - l aws !)l ace , and sent t hem to 
fetch water ( sea wn. L e1~) . Ti1en the docto:i:·inL of the youne kine Tias carried 
out . LA- iID7E ' s r el.-:i.tives 1-::e··it comine: to vi si t her n.nd to see thei r 
ne9hew, but also because they were escat->ing fro uttacks by Shalrn.. They 
f elt ciui te sec:.u·c nnd protected because of the new rel a.tion sld.p wh ich had 
dev eloped. as a result of the birth of MSWATI. 

JW\,ATI S€dt :_i s army to a t nc l( i lll.\R'Y°E and ;1/ILA , sons of L.i\1.1TC'..:A - t ids wa s 
the f i rst. of his ba ttles. Second was the a t t a.c:: on ; ~JAJI-rrE:oBELA , vi.to 
threatened hi m. Tliis a rmy four -ht even beyond TIIOBELA ' s ter ritory as fo.r 
as TULWAFE ' B terrj_tory, nm; called f{{JST~rnURr+. '11hese k in; s sur rende:-·ed 
t o flSWATI ~ind u ive h i nt cattle , askint.. td.m to st~y re ::;.cefully wit h them. 
Ife was a victoriou s beint. tmcl the other tribes rea.li zed his military strehf-th 
vJi:len h e went on f urther to o. t cack I::A.Tit:rnrn e,rnl : - Xj)O. 

:JASYm1 -= crune to re~~ort to I<1SWATI t:hat 1·.i s (J3A1
.1.1SIF.J..E ) rno·tli c :.. vm.s bein£ 

ill - treated at ~ ..L/Jno. 1 i~1 1 i.s infu ... iatAd r:S,'/A'l'J t.nd thi fl i s \Thy he sen·~ 
h..i s ·i rmy on HL~\MBO j 01· ill- treatil1[ lLi.s ( r:~mati.) sister o ue smn !11.s 
o,rmy in the col d m nth of lb.:V - t11ere wo.s sno ~·; o E0 Rent 1lis '··:.cri rnerit -
j r YA'.flHSI , ' 'Jd.s . ·er ·in1ent f'-.-0 .. A ()Y1 +ho ,.nv f',nd w~.R nP.c,,:t>1y wi !'C'!cl Olrl; 1\ ;r 
the enemy . 'l1lris n.ru10;ved !1$'.'IA'CI eve-<•. 110 ce oncl he sent 0.nother a rmy -.-.i th 
h i mself :present t his tiUle . ::c _r1lunc:A(: :"ed a ll the wo.y ~~ fo..r a s ;·-·~:r, u l.s..nd . 

}liES·.dON B. 
~/hy di d. he o.t .acic J.V,J111'1!'~GA ' s _100 ,11.e? 

. 
~-c U.i C..:. it oeca.use lle sa.id 'they were hi s fathe:r~ ; Ot.•d ..lri t . .:ncls , but they 
prided t hemselves too much o.bou t ti1i s f.1·iendshi~1 , t~ve.n t o t;he oxte.nt of mo.ki n € 
him feel he was bei.w t lirea.tc..nea; ~1y t h e111n 

J,UBSTION C~ 
Vihy d!ldMSViA~.'I kill his b r otl1e.d:s o.ml ~I ' e [ 'l18.ll·:; wives o f -:.he Ki n e ( s .. x1hlolo) "{ 

The other wi ves of SOtWL OJ, 0 were jealous of I.A.- ZI DZE on bein. made '1ue en of 
So;nhi olo. IIS1.,'ATI therefore acnt his wardors to kill these wiv es and their 
houses ( sons and dr_i,uehter s) o 

QUESTION :Q. 
'fhe.1.'e i s a well kno~rn story he:re , anc.l i:i ll you tell ns about 
; !SYlATJ kil l IGLUffiI ? 

K .. f{,\l.iBI came "back \~j_th ·i,he a.nny when it r eturned fro, 1 attac~dnf : :J1.\i"!~1JE 0-n d 
· :/.I L!'.l , n.ncl he rn1s ,·ti thl y f a:\Jourcd by a.. ldne;' s ,,:i. f e o • He then chanced his 
sumo.me t o Sii~:OND7'E f :rofil DLAMillfI - he vras bei n f mischievous . ~fo Vif' S 

:;s•,:A1f1I ' s favourite - to ll:Lhe extent t ic.t he h.-:mclled the kint ' s food and ::J..il: 
matters to the kine were f irst reported t o h.i.m, '.11 llor.e came an i nc1.una froJ¥ 
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GUNDWI NI v:i_ z . L01'ffiAMBO M!JIABELA , and tbi s man became I<E.l\1.03I ' s f r ien<l ~ 
~oth were suspected of having an afi.'air with the Kine,' s wi f e but denied i t • 
'J'he Kin,_, thereupon ordered her death and she v.-as killed a~ =rn?FIRO. by 
war r iors. IGIA.MBI was a.l so killed outside the kr~.l for hi s miscluef • 
Killed a lso v:as MPlLr.:.•F!r:r.~ ' s mot her. 

'~UES'rI ON Jk 
Why di d J1~S'1iA'.PI dee: de not to builJ. at h i s :f'atlv. r ' s roya l k r a:1.l? 

He feared 7.ulu attacks ., 

Q.~STlON L_ 
Who 1ms r.~:.;Y/A'l'I ' s personal messenr er? 

It was WIL·\.BA l.:OTTIA 7 Emd that of ~D ... lilnJZ'Elt'U V7(.'l.S I-!BA .. 'N GO I:O'J:HA ., 

Q.UESTION G,_ 
An army v1ent out to at tack afteJ: the deat h of MSWA'l'I - do you kllo\7 this? 

'i1h i s was t he "F'J.e:phant ' s I3at t l e "o It started t hi s way. There c ame one 
MA.THSAFEHI who shouted in the kr ap .. l that peopl e shouldn ' t be si t tins 
a round but e:oing to mourn. This wo.s M..A..THSA.FENI IIDLULI. I n r eaction an 
army went out , but the ').u e en TH.A.NDII.E ref1 scd to 1 et it fP " It vrent out 
a rai nst her will , ond she therefore curs ed i t saying , "Would m1 that no t 
a s i ne l e one of you come ba ck al ive" o When MAT!ISAFF.:NI co,.>ne he had in 
fact alr~dy s e.l'lt out on army to . ttack the J3ASOTHO( s outh SoU10) , so that 
when everyone came t o realise there already was fi.f.:;htin~ bet1Veen the 
PEDI and Bl'..SOTHO and thi s army. The RASOTITO and PET'I were stronger ; 
t hey surr ounded the army, but NI<' .. A ANE escaped ( he was a fast runner) 
Thi s arm...v was l ed by t!HGAYI . 

Q.U~S1£I ON H • 
I t""- ' 

He vra.s Somh lolo ' s son , but he waB one o f tl1e ·Lated ones (by ttie Kinr) . 
Because of t\L"i s hatred these sons fen.red the Kin: mi l."ht at tack the1n, 

'.}UESTION I . 
There was a qua rrel bet wee n h im and :.ISWNPI , but who were ·Lhe o ther 
people who were involved i n this qua rredl between FOKOTJ a.Yld the Kin&? 

I cl on ' t kno w about FOKarI. I kn ow however t hat h e suppor ted JOJ 0 0 J OJ O 
was f e.ther of I!A.lilll\iU.EKA. , and he ~ ot drowned in the ritK.T-:Ol{DO i v er when 
he tried to flee . 

LAl!G/iJ~GRNI IaIUMABO W8.S asked for ( i n orde:r to be marri ed to t heir son) 
by the TJ.runinis from her parents i n 'ululand. There wer e b cautif'uJ.. 
[ irls here a t home vi. 7 .• J,1SUKUS"tJ(U DL..unini , Somhlolo ' s daur_hter , ond others . 
The mot her was LA~fGfl_}JGENI • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ? 
TA-MG~ANGEl\TI tov .. ov er from LA-7ID~' F. even while the 18.t l eT was still o.li ve . 

LUD_()KGO - •!i s mother was LA- HGA.."'-TGE!IT KJ11fl,1A.10. Eis nan e at birth was 
MACALSNI , bu t he was Liven the na111e of LUDOHGA later wi ien he becrune 
cle~ii . :nated ' Yil'lg to be ' a 

1rhe 11tJ.iaen- rnothe r ( LA.- '7.id1.e) made him k i n j)' a:b 
the dea t h of hi R fat her. One day duri ne a war- dance' LU-DONfiA fell <--

dovn-1 and the war~·ior s Dnd peopl a t ook t~tis to be ~. b::i.cl omen ., 'l1he rea,8011 
for his fallin. d~wn is as f ol:Lows : 
Somebody f rom Swazil a..YJ.d had just retu··ned wi th ri. c}lJ l from the Bo.suto neople 
~n Sou~lwrn Sotho . LUDOPGA to ... k t /l iS cun i n his hands and was a.dmirine-
i t tlunn[ the da.Ylce. The br our-.ht t he bar 1·el t oo near h i s nose o.nd inha.led 
the fumes of r :un- powder , and l ater on t he f l esh of hi s n ose beeWL t o 
llJ.flame and he wa. s very ill - he died of this . 
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At this time his atmt ha.d visited her in- l a ws, and there s he found a 
yount, girl Cllld liked. her for LU"nO!~GA . The aunt ' s fiance was 
LAHGAL:;:BA 1,J!;JE :.IT:~:E•JillULU and i1e.r :·a.me was so:rr>LALOSE. She a sked the 
ci l ' s i •arents to let her come home with the t. irl i n order to sh o\i her 
her fia.nce ( LUDONGA- ) . When SOMDL/.LOS'B and the {_i.;d ar1 i ved home they 
found 1.unoNGA had died 3.11<1 people wer e mourn.inc...,• This was on tllG t hird 
day of LUDONGA ' s det.th. The l irl was then taken to NGU .DDM .. "-.NE KPJJJ.F t.O' s 
kraal ( SOJ.'.: 11'.LCRE ' s in- laws) and kept ti1ere, 

Pril1ce . ·ll.LDlrG'P, WPnt to thP queen -mot~10r t o e·':'"'0P.l" ·h i $ E. '•'l11""ls,t11y, n11<1 
i;0 cli i>cns8 wi th her wh.., t rcml.c1 be done next . 'ri-ie queen- mother asked him 
to sue:i es t who he t;\1ou{: ht. could r-tPke the next Kini o ':A!,m~r-F. rec.ret t ed 
:tat that he hc.d no t been on ~,ood terms with t he r.1other of PJJI='110 ( who 
wn.s one of the Ki:nt ' s vd_ves) s o t.hR,t he Wvuld l.herefo:re, if the quee11-
mothe1• and other c oncerned ag1·e. a, sufa_ .est that JIBAlmEl.H be made Ki ne;1 

b ecm• qe h e saicl MBA:'DEl<'I ''1as a " '.1uiet puf f - e..dder" ( ~!~± quiet bu t 
ca·~1able) . 

)UF,S':'ION J . 
~e-did LA- GAJ~ GENI JQ1JJ,£AL0 cone f .. :om? 

F1·on ".'l'i\. GJ_ ' s n .. rea in 7.LU.ula.nd ; i n the N1.;;_;r OMA a..."l'.'ea. 

jUESTIOH K . 
Vlo.s sh e related to MZI.LI'((J,.7.EI ? 

Yes t 11 ey f!.i'G rehti ves , .rtost p:.:vl)~ .. h l , her brother l>ecause ·z1 LilC!1.9 I WA.s 
son o f : ::A.SJTOBAJlfE, a nc1 L.t\.-~TGJ0'GEIU ' s fath1:.r was ~T7IL1¥J~~'I ' s ')ro·i.her. 

a_PF.STION L , 
ilow old was ),UTiONC:A when he di e d ? 

At fl.b out the c..c e of -.-.he rcriment Li lrnI EPI that i s apnroximately 25 yea:cs 
or les8 0 

:UF.STI ON H • 
\','ho wo.s r ee;en t while; LUOONG,\ -wr..f' umlor a.ce? 

I Y1ould say ~l'\LUNGE ·ueco.use he hr.d the bi•_:t t.:st S3S i n r:1..1y 1nn.tter oon<! ernin~, 
kinr;s hi :p or Lt.--:OONGA. He lj_vod at NY!IJ 'iNI . 'l1he ~leenimother merely 
looked 8.fter the youn( P-'ince at the r oyal residence. But JITSUKUSDl{lJ 
f!nd LUKr'.\IABITITSI lived with a:nd p er sonally looked a te.r LlJnONCTA ~.t t h e 
royal k ratll . These t wo made up h i s bed every 111o:rnine;, d id r.iilkinc: , 
and brouch t milk in for hi m. Even no\7 LUIG-1\IARI'.111ff;I 1 s and ~1smCUSL1CTJ ' s 
descendents are still at the ~ Klu '.I NI royal kra~'ll - they never 1Eft it . 

NTI\\'ANDWE At :11UTI there 11as o.no ~her reside nce of Kil\_ l ':'SWriTI of wlLi.ch 
HD\'[A.NDWE my c.reo.t gran<lfat her and .:.ather of SI Cm D I LE, my c r and.- mother , 
was in chare:e :Li1 order t 0 k e c·p i t , oint; c.nd not tw.n into :t:roc- rui:ns . 

2._UES I ON :N . 
1-fow and why di d '·'IH.t'~rn1,'.rr: cm1e to be in c ha.re;e of this k r aal? 

It we.s because t ho k r n..'.ll was lik e 1li s home , he beint; 2 .. Nd.wond\ 'e nnd. 
the Ki nf 1 s wife a.l so 11. Ndwnnclvre 0 

QUESTION 0 , 
'What become of ND\/.t\JITD\1/E n.t this k:i.--an.l. ? 

rl'hen there crune t his death of the yoUl'lC_' kine .LUTIONGA . The Sw.:i.~~i 
became suspic:i.ous a bout his fal l inL down whilst danci nc . Unfortlmate~y 
s:>meone or some peO!)le told lie s about NDV.1NmWE t o th · Sw~:?.i , with ·bhe 
result t hat a reeiment (KY.-A·~:lSI) vra.s sent to kill him at t h e royal kraal . 
Before t his t he Queen-mother Ti.A.- 7.ID7.F. l·iad sent a meseen{ er, ~1AJ<JTCJNG\ 'BZINTABA , 
to tell this reLiment not to kill a yotmc boy whom she sa i d they would f ind 
keepine; off birds from ~~ corn f'.i:in:d::, field a t the 1craal . 'his chila must 
be protected. So the peol·le ran away before the rec;iment a r r ived and 
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went. to the Tronsvaal, only to return l nter ~J'ld name the kraal VELE7I~\.ENT 
( 'o. n1erly HBILLIUBITILINI) which inean::i returned from fo:t'ei 1..n land , 
Chief SI:'UBA ' s fe,ther was c onsequ011tly named r:oc· IS\'IA, "Sufferer of 
Destruct:i.on of ms.s:..a.cre". Re nas the c:tildvrliom the repiment was 
ins ructed, by the (.),ueen- mother , not to kill 0 There a.re still a lot o f 
HD'.1ANDWEs i n the Ea.stern Transvo,al vzho a.re d, scendedfrom t hose Ndondue 
r:ho escap •. d death by the M. rer iment on tha.t do.y. 

9.,UES'_ I ON ...!:,_ 
'\',hat do you lmow about the ba.ttJ.c of ~~WELA\ ~L·\? 

I Clm ' t :u10Yr th.9.t one , but I k .. ow abou L the Bo.ttle of 'Slc!1hants. 

QUES'rION 1:.1.!.. 
What halJr>enea t o LUDOHGA 1 s h1,dy? \~h .re is she bu .. 1'.'ied? 

She is bu:ried < t NSUXYI'!BILI that is at DLANGEa.U . 

QU"_STION ~ 
Why was LUJ)Q•TGA not buried. ~;t the same plo.ce o.s his fo.ther? 

I res.Uy don ' t knm·1 w'rt~ they · .. ere too 13.ZY to toke him to :!!!DIL .. 'l:Ei~I. 

~UESTION S. 
\'/'.oat didthe Sw~.?.i do t hen after ·Jhe yount dne died? 

M:JAI\DE I , son of LA- l·r:_·,_ 3U1:':, wc.s uo .i.nated s.t o. neetiuc of the royal 
farnily , the f1\leen-mother surLestinc tho.t he be 1.1ade kine . So he was 
broU[ht f..L'Om c... U: :Dv;IHI and macle Ki..l'V._ . Sl1or·i.ly !lf-~er this the other 
princes , ru·1onc: them ilBILINI, sent GEIJA to the royul l(ra.::i.l o request 
thD.t their brothei· ( :iBN-TDE.':I 0 come down f , i· them to sei: him, as if to 
o::>n£.ratulate him, and yet they had conspired to kill him. \7hen MBAFDEUI 
ar1i.ved before his brothers ti1ere came a voiv e sayinc;,"Why, what i s it you 
want to do to him" , o.nd the brothers s i spersed immediately snd rar. away , 
l'.rithout doin1 him :.m9 harm. 'l'his voice was like , and was , t hat o f MS\7ATI. 
1 J•ince r•!BIIJINI o.ctueJ.l y called Mi3A"1>RrU , jen.lous 'vh~.t 1.'J3J\.YJ)}-:f>fl we s of 
ru:10thc r house L1:t CUlH>V/INI , and not even at t1w bi[· r vyo.l k.ra:-.1 . .. • ILINJ 
actually o:t·~e11pted J.ID.AlH'~.'I ' s lif e by coinc to 1.11e 1m; OT,' to ort.. anise 
c..n aI'Ti!iY to at tuck hie brother - 11he:n he 110.d run o.rto.:y o.fte-· hearin[ the voice. 
Ilut he did.n ' t ot ack IT.,AND:F..'tTI fo r fear of his stroni: HYA'-'-' rr7 ror_:iment . 
:..A.B:r-::DLA_ al :::io lla.d oecome jealous of J.ta.A~JnF.NI o.t DfoHPo. 
r:,ILD-:I left on Iris own. f.ii::i mother ' s house vr..is 13;t fiur:1HSI1U where 
•. S',ATI had built for hero iie l eft beco.use he intended t.o or&.nise nn 
army acu.inst itBANDENio l:e .nade l'riencls with the 7ulus o.nd never c.~.mc back. 

~S'rIONT , 
':/here di ~ TAB TTi'.DLl c.o or i'iha.t ha:t;i.Jened to hiu? 

:fe heard that 3Al,JJ)E!IT had senr regimeni; to id.11 11iro for plottint O{)J.inst him • 
.tie ~·herofo..L·e trioo to run away but v:n.s soon caue,'ht a.nu Jdlled. J3ANJJENI 
hOYICVer scolded hi " men for 1dl J.in1 him because he Yrontetl them t o brine him 
alive for a discu~::ion and clarification of the matter , verbo.lly onlye The 
!Jeoril e who caw·ht and kil led. him were J.U:lOVAlfE 1 LO. '.1\DA1;0LA. , !.tG"l.Jl~~1~DVU and 
.:...Jo·mn , o.t i.he time the army went t u fir ht the 13o:l;·~le of .·s 'IY7,'~ . 

· c,qe rnon were not. ~<'tually trackin<' h:i m hut ,just h~.n,,onP<'I tn corna ~cross 
him PS they WA1lt . 'l'hey fr . .11.mtl. him a~ n. ic ... a-~l , 'TA .... :no , v1ltilst 111minr not 
at atiackint him but o. 9rince w~i.o h::"td com· t o seek rirotect ion in th~ a.rea . 

q 3~TI~O~..J1., 
Let ' s , o bo.c'~ to the i.1ntallo.tion o f 18ANDZRTI ,•.ml the coinin, i n o f 
..:l~HG,\LIB.ALF.Lr.: :a: .;o the I'oyo.l l:rao.l . 

,\.ft er. t.n i1:isto.lb.ti0~ 1 . so.~c liars reported to __ J!i._ '1)i;'I 1. iot there was a 
oeautJ ful c:i..rl :.i.t IA ?W.1LIJ .. L~LB ' s 3:::i.ce . ~'3JiNDF.ia t ' 1ercupon re1iuested 
to se ... ~ her. ~eh:i.s done the clrl \10.s ta~en to JW. 1'\JL "4.: '"i! Kmr~ALO-but she 
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never l eft the roy::i.l .:raal a.t,e.in. Beca,;se of their -..1eetinc:s she gave birth 
to a child , bu t before the qu ; en knew about it there ca.me one ~'-''1.GlF;ClffiEYANE 
on hoi'se back and carry:i.nt a bot ~le of milko He rot down from hi s hors e 
and ma <le t he bo,by <lrink this . ..tilk . The baby wo.s Vii th her narm.y whose niJJI1e 
'7as HA 'IDLAJ(A. TI . Tile baby started cryin, and ·~he maid t o.bk her to the olcl 
peo11l e , bu t the cl1-ild died shortl y . Everybocly then s •arted vre epi nt-· , but there 
soon ar:dv ed NIDQ NDJl.110 SHONG'.IE to re11ort that MBAND"SN I wa s b ei nt; i nsulted by 
the 9.ueen; that he had killed the baby , and. that -.herefore an army was to 
i nvade the royal kra£J. f:rom lVffi:i!:IffiLWBfiI , bef 01·e the next iooi"i1inL• SHOJifGV."": 
r eported thi :: to the weepinf ~ueen-mother and peoril e 0 The ~.een-mother therl 
£led ±M the royal l<ra.nl a -t _'.J)Al'O ' s report . The indtu1a., rffiOY\1{.Ji! , t r i ed t o 
persuade the '1Ueen - mother to st::cy o.ncl not escs.pe , sa.yinc that NDA\'/O' D report 
r.ri.ght no·t be true , but she persi sted and fled . As the 'tlleen- mother fled 
NDA\'10 went .round t o J'UE!ffiL\: Elf".! tl.Xld t old MBANDENI t h:?..t his rr1othe r was fleei nf'-w -
with the ri.n - •flldn.r charm. i'.:BAlWENI than sent for her ,,o be 1oot ba ck for 
expln:natior4 MBANDENI ' s rnessengers llurded round to lfJCl\.BA ~d 30W'U JJ:.PGE 
bu t unforturmtoly she mcl , one . hat vm.y. She was f l eei nf· with the ·,;hule 
Jarnil;i,t and rer,i.ments , e.."<cept for .'130 ".Ar~~:, my p·o.nd- fo.ther who stayed behi nd 
and looked after the Ki nt ' s cuttle at tLo i-oya.l kra:::iJ. . Then a. rMn , 
LONGCi1.JIC-O , bllrmx from I11BE. J~1tlENI hel peU. ';BOVANE drive ·,.he ca.ttle to :i0F.iO'!LWJi!!H 0 

On a rrival MBOVAHE told t he King that i t was ND/J.\'10 whose report made the 
queen fleoo 1IBANDENI then t hought t.hn.t since h i s moth.el' and TIKEUBA 
,18.d l e ft vritll the -~eoments she was !)robably •iat_int, a \7Xl'.' at.,'Cl..i nst hi m. I n 
fact t he Queen- mother was noTI f igh·bing her son. 

QUESTION Va ~ 
Who l ed this y;a,r 0£ the Queen ac;ai.'1st her sun? 

MANCI1JA1'fE ( Pri nce) and Ji.ID~'..\fllU( Prince) ZI3UJC1.lANA , !\ATINDA, .1tGAGAJA_li:FJ 
and HGA3l!I . 'rl1en rffiANDEiH ' s 9.rmy took t hei r weai?On~ - u.nd tracked the 0-rmy 
of the :peen down. 1rhey killed the 'lueen - mot her, bu~ t his ange . ed MH/IJmF.NI 
so muc h that he ordered the eleven men responsible to be killed also , f or he 
sai d they ti1i1-·h t as we Ll have killed him . 7IBIDJI:WA1~A was a.11on1 these men 
17ho a l t hourh they 11el 'e fl ,.:·e i n . v;i t}1 the t:i,uean mother tu.med r ouncl ·mtl kill P.d 
her. 
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LANGENI HOUSE 

We learnt that Langeni house is the house of Somhlolo . He arrived at this 
place from Zombodze . As you may remember even the very Zulwini village 
migrated from &biselweni . Then when Somhlolo migrated from Ntondazi 
to Nokwane this village emer~d as his house . He was very happy with all 
the different Sotho tribes. ~he Ngwane were very friendly with all the 
people on their migratory journey. They migrated from illlohho up the Lubombo 
R.a.nges; then as far as Hlathikhulu ( the Hlathikulu which i s just above Golle)-

r11 
that was when they were from Zibayabaga near Hhohho . hen they went to 
the place where t he Simelane Ntungwa were , •lmvvx near Maguda area in 
Zululand. There was a woman by the married name of LaSidvwabapilutfuli. 
The Ngwane had the type of cattle known as YJ..fukwane which were herded by 
the Hlatshwayo people , who were well li:am:m:t doctored for this purpose. 

There was a hard period during Dlamini a reign. One of the young men known 
as Zombodze tried to ask K ? • •• • • from .Dlamini but Dlamini refursed. 
He was annoyed by then that the Zulu haa captured the Mfukwane. Zombodze 
? ••••• liax!diJt despite the reluctance of the Dlamini. He with other 
warriors formed a raiding party and chased the Zulu warriors who had captured 
the cattle . They overtook them when they had crossed the P0ngola River, 
whence they engaged in skirmishes which they won. ·.1.·hey retrieved the cattle 
which were alre~dy over the River Bivane in Zululand. Besides the Swazi 
pursuers the cnatured cattle tillfll!xil[Yl[lf themselves rose against their 
capturers and furiously tramped upon them with diabolical roaring. The Zulu 
were shocked and cursed the Swazi. Zombodze returned with the cattle . 
The Swazi thenceforth trusted Ngwa.ne more than Dlamini as the latter had 
been reluctant to go after the cattle. 

Later LaDandolekana gave a noble stick to Ngwane ·- it was -when Dlamini had been 
somewhere . This was his grandmother. 

They migrated across the Pongola river, but that was not quite fitting and they 
returned to a -place known as Shirelo . Then on thejr migration they left 
behind the hut of Lavumisa. .,hen they :r tried to burn it it would not burn -
only the minor hut around burnt. They then wondered and ax said " Oh it 
is a Shirolo" . The hut was looked after by the Mngomeffulo and the 
Ngqamplalala of Mshikashika. They moved form Zombodze which was Ngwane ' s house. 
Zombodze means to hitch- hike in as f orest as the Dlamini are said to have 
roamed in the Lubombo forests . 

Then Somhlolo started migrating from Nahlangatsha, where there is a £i:iJoc fjeld 
even today which is no longer ploughed because of the law of 1907 - since 
we borrowed the money for Prince Malungo to go overseas, and Logcogco with 
Hosiah, and Yir . Gibson (Mbengeni ) . 
1bence trouble began, even with those who came first in 1871- ;tJtex they found 
Mbandzeni ••• • ••• 

RELATIONSHI P BETWEEN ZWIDE .AND SOMHLOLO 

It started long ago when a Swazi king married a Mnguni , who begot Dlamini and 
Ngwane . Wben we were next to Lourenco Marq_ues there was another Ndwapdwe wife 
of the king LaYanga. Indeed the mother of Ngwane was LaYanga. 11'.hen later 
the Swazi went for a daughter of ~wide which was t o revive the rel ationship • 

• 
.S.OMHLOLO AlU1IVES AT JVIDZ J.MBA 

He first built at Nokwane i •. e . Old Lobamba. He then sent a message to th.e 
Magagula chief of the area to ask for settlement. But the Maga.gula chieg 
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was angry and beat the messenger severly. On bis return Somhlolo was 
angry on seeing the bruises . There was a skirmish in which the Magagula 
lost. At that time Somhlolo built Old Lobamba as the chief administrative 
village . Ncwala ceremonies were held ther e . From there he branched to 
establish Langeni village and his house . Somhlolo lrD:lm: lived for a long 
time . 

QUESTION W 

Did Somhlolo ever visit Zwide? 

I never heard. of that . 

INF ABAN'I'FU 

This one here is the second on; the first remained at ~iahlanga.~she under 
Ntsintsibala's vigilence. He was of Ndvumgunye . He is t he father of Joa(?) 
and Ndlaludza.ka. We are not sure if the Zulu came to t he second or the first . 

NYAJG.111E HOUSE. 

The mother of Ma.luge i s La.Mchala.katsa; he is half brother of Ndvungu, both 
being sons of Ngwane. Somhlolo was then the son of Ma.lunge ' s brother. 
Malunge was of a high position in this house of Somhlolo ' s . To begin 
with he was at the confluence of the Mk. ondo and Ngwempisi where he first 
built his home . Then later he was moved to Mja.keni to act as a sentinel . 
Mal unge was very high i n the hearts of the Royals and was intelligent . He 
lived up until t ne reign of Mba.ndzeni . All t he time his words wer e 
impressive . lie is the one who nominated Mbovane to such a great post in 
indunashi p. His son was Jokovu.. 

::lOMHLOLO 

!i~~~e King Somhlolo of ~eXZikodze of Ngwane , born of Sibandze of Dandahikane1's 
daughter, Sibandze who begot Mabonya; Mabonya who begot Bhozongo . 

The mother of Somhlolo was a Simelane - Nojiba Simelane . There were two 
sisters. The younger had brought food to her elder sister j ust before she 
went back. The Swazi admired her and took her to wife . When Nojiba 
concei ved she had a miscarriage and we lost th~t son. Later the younger 
sister conceived and brought forth a baby boy fmr her sister . The boy 
was called Somhlolo . The foetus which was spoiled was to have been called 
Cebisa. During that time i t was hard to g beget a boy. Somblolo was born 
when all the wives had gone to the jugobean harvest . Somnjalose was 
alone at home . Somebody went to report it t o Masenjane Sibandze of Khondlo , 
who was an induna . They took the child and hid him away . They used to send 
food to the baby privately. Elsewhere there llla&XX was another child who 
was also hidden and called "Lj ba" of .Ngwa.ne, and the two childl!en were treated 
in exactly the same way - the child was of the brother of Ndungunya . 

Ndungunya had lived long, so much so that he could not even walk , and a 
hide was used as a wh~elchair to mave him about . 

One da~ when the baby boy Somhlolo was at bis hi ding place with his mother 
the king want ed to see him. So he was brought and put in the sacr ed enclosure 
in the homestead. 'J.be old king Ndvungunye came in to see him. As he saw 
him with his half-bllnd eyes he said, " I do see my child, but what prodigy 
is it t hat is next to him?". In this case the old king meant the mother 
of Somhlolo when he said "my child" - Somnjalose was young and the king 
was very old. But he saw the baby boy next to her and wondered who he was . 
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Hence the name of Somhlolo - a proaigy. Thence forth she was made Queen
mother and she remained in the place n f king Ndungunye when he died. 
But before he diea he urged his counsellors to go and find out about his 
illness , but they turned a deaf ear to that . One day he t old them that 
each time he slept he dreamed of a white tribe , who were as white as the ~ig 
whose hair is scraped off . They emerged from the water with something 
which spit smoke and hit afar. " If you do not care to go and find out 
about my ailment x you will remain in tribulation ·• You will try in vain 
to collect and to do something until it is the fourth generation that wi 
suffer. There will arise from your household ( the Royal household) those 
who will have their ears unpierced. For there will have come a book , 
which the unpierced ear of the Royal household will remember from the 
beginning to the end, after being shown how to understand the events contained 
within it, He will kn<bw t hat book .from the beginning to t he end. " '11hat 
booK was a bible . The nobles l aughed and remarked that he did not know. 

There was a controvery after the installation of Somhlolo as king . The 
Royals had endless questions amongst themselves ; hence his pa.raise, 
Sobuta, which was simplified to Sobhuza- hence kKx his name Sobhuza I . 
This means ' interrogator' . But his main name by Royalty mm: is 'Nkhosi ' -
King. 

As he was installed there were spies and scouts going out to look for greener 
pastures . 

Again it was known throughout the land that he was a good ruler. Even 
Shaka the Zulu king heard of his virtues, and consequently there came messengers 
from Sha.ka to Somhlolo ' s royal residence . They came to invite Somhlolo to 
visit Shaka, so that Sha.ka could satisfy himself of his virtues, as he had 
heard of Somhlolo ' s admiration by other people . Some people did not favcbur 
the invitation, because they suspected that Shalrn would murder their king • 
.But Hlophe of Ma.hbongane favoured the invitation, confident that no ha.rm 
would befall him. The Swazi then agreed to Hlphe 's suggestion. Preparations 
were made and the king started for Zululand . When he neared Sha.ka ' s place 
there was an abrupt change in the weather - a thunderstorm was brewing. 
The Zulu call that 1 the elephant rumbles'. During the period of the 
thunderstorm Somhlolo arrived at Shaka ' s ,t.w...,, palace . Unfortunately 
Shaka had caught flu. After Maphokela and zmctm, another man had returned from 
Shaka after reporting the arrival of the king , Shaka sent his induna and 
mother to greet the son of Ndvungunye and assure him of safety, also saying 
tha.t he would perhaps see him tomorrow. Shaka's warr iors were full of 
malice , and they qanoed and cried out that Shaka should give the command to 
kill Somhlolo. ~ut the guests were given ten hfiad of cattle and were ass i gned 
to a nearby homesteadfor the night. Hitherto they had been in the cattle 
kraal , at the great palace of Shaka. They did a s their host requested 
and went t o a nearby homestead for lodging. Before they could undo the 
mats to prepare for sleep, Somhlolo tol d his escort that they should wait 
a moment . There was then a torr ent in Zululand. Somnlolo asked his people 
to go out and look at the sky. On their return they told him that the king 

ll' was fully clad. hen Somhlolo asked his escort i f they had seen the warriors 
dancing in their anxiety to kill him, and if they thought that they would 
see the next daylight . He ktmw't~f himself suggested that they had rather 
denart thena:i.d there . They went out ; the cattle were resting. They touched 
one of them, and then they went off into the night . All night long they 
went on their way. Just before dawn they were about to cross the ~ongola 
River . It was still raining , but not on the Ngwane p:arty, who were walking 
on dry land •• Across the Pongol a they spotted a hillock with caves. They 
go t there , slaughtered one beast and undid their s l eeping mats . Some flayed 
the beast whilst others prepared for sleep. Just then they looked across 
the river i n the direction which they had come and they saw a great army there . 
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The Zulu could see the cattle but could not readily see the Swazi . Suddenly, 
in the overflowing river there floated a big tree which was I being washed 
down by the flood . ~ While they were looking at the tree there came a horse 
which was aldo being washed down the stream. The anxious Zulu army began to 
throw assegai over the flooded river. All the assegai they threw did not 
cross the river but were washed away. Then there came another regiment of 
Zulu. The latter urged the first regiment to cross the flooded river . They 
decided to attempt it . 'lbis was the first heavy rain experienced on Zulu 
soil after six years of drought . Unfortunately their coUJ·age led them to 
their death- all were washed away xm down stream and drowned. None macmx 
managed to reach the Swazi . Those who remained on the bank of the river 
remorsefully remarked that their fellow warriors were just chasill!l the 
Mhlengas ( a term of abuse)J All this was on of the primary reasons 
for Somhlolo ' s migration from the south to thew north, because he had been 
highly frightened of the Zulu. 

I took some time before the Ngwa.ne people got their grandmother wi fe of the 
king. Then l ater it was decided tb~t a man be sent to Zwide of Yanga to 
ask for a lady to be wife to Somhlolo . So Dzimile Nkambule , andi nduna was 
sent to Zwide at Nongonaztodask for a young lady. Then on their arrival 
at ·tthe great village of ~~i ( Ngwane was a grandchild m:f at that place), 
a great lady dance was summoned to entertain them and enable them to meet 
the ladies. Whilst the ladies dancea the foreign induna went to the 
induna of the village and reported that he had la.ready seen the lady they 
wer e seeking for their king. After Zwide had been informed il:t they were 
asked to point out this lady. They showed him 'l'handile , and Zwide was very 
happy about thi s . After the dance the Swazi x stayed for the night and the 
next morning departed. After that a royal weddin n· was arranged and Thandile 
was summoned and she came to marry the Swazi king according to the customs . 
z;;ide was looking young at the time and so his elders had to perform the rites . 
Long after the wedding Thandile experienced a miscarriage, like the one which 
brought Cebisa - this one was Ndjmandze . However on her second conception 
she succeeded and bro~t fortha a son who was named Mswati . He succeeded 
Somhlolo, when he was still young. ~-§<>me boys were brought f r om Zwide , 
Ma.kbasane Manyatsi, the father of MY.hiphiso and others . They were young men 
who had come Jdloolx with Lonzidze to Swaziland. 
One day she was in the bush praising and palying with the child . ~he sang to 
this child a son - the song which is usually started by Mandanda and us . You 
could note the groaning part of thessong which si c"llifies the crying child and 
l"takhasane , the herald of Thandile. This the reserved strictly confident&al 
song of the incwala ceremony. 

As he was born at Old Lobamba, then l ater there emerged Ludzidzini village 
from Old Lobamba. Mswati had other half brother - illlobohhobo , Mgi dla , 
Viabmbule , Msukusuke , Ndwandwe , Dlakadla and other. 
Mswati as king went as far as across the lfkmmy± Nkomazi river, then rebuilt 
his village at Hhohho . He was intendi ng to cross the uMgwenya river. Mswati 
was pugnacious ; unless there was a battle he was not happy . Here are Mswati ' s 
regiments : Nyatsi , Lochegu, Diba, Ulhele ( ~ ) , UMa.ku, Londolozi . The most 
prominent war ever fought by Mswati was the all- in war against Mzila, helping 
Ma.wewe against his bxother, Mzila. The iNyatsi regiment fought to t he last . 
They went to the exte~t of capturing the most important cattle of Mzi iha., fa.r 
into the interior of Pof.tHiB~se East Afri ca . They found the cattle herded 
by Mathendelekwane and diiii - in fact these cattle were the most import ant 
of their kind in the kingdom of Mzila. 'But Mathendelekwane warned tkiNyatsi 
not to capture those cattle because they were doctored, but the Nyatsi would 
not listen. 'l':hey captured t hem Then they killed Mathendelelkwane and Lubibi 
could not cope . One other war was agai nst Majaji of Thobela, which was wiped 
off and only a few people returned. After the first people had returned Mswat i 
died . There had come Matsofeni . I n fact Mswati was helping the "Boers against 
Majaji of Thobela. 
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KING ' S PRAISES by Maboya 

1. SOBHUZA 

USobhuza wama3wazi 
Sobbuza of the Swazi . 

USo bhuza Longuma.si oi<:kelc.. 
Sobhuza as the cover. 

Imanga enencanc angayisibekela 
Which can cover the smal l homestead s . 

Uhambe ka.kbula wayakufika kul·it;ilija wadonda kubeleka kubal<at.gwane . 
Thou had greatl y travelled, even as far as Mgilija , but you laothed to 
piggy back on Ngwane . 

11fph.a.na ukome ine oele lenkomo isifuklawane l'lgokuruunyisa is~mmi la.madodo 
kwasala mive ngedwa younc;ete yongite munyisa lellki~omo 
Thou who gives a dairy an infinit e cow, which suckles ten men, except me . 

'I'shani bet~tabende obw-1gadl i wayizin iku.mo 
Grass of high mountain which is never grazed . 

Budli wa vgezimngana zaka Haphunt:.1'\vane 
But grass by black catt le of Maphungwane . 

:::iisho ku.Ngwane othe aiJohle aveka ab uke ih. .. v1ezi nesllimt~la azi kuthe ikbunzi 
liyasibik~la libiskela Ul~gwa.ne . 
We say to you t hou art advised by Ngwane to watch t he omi nous heavenl y 
s i gns , mark tha.t the morning star brings t jdings to Ngwane. 

i~Sobhuza mgezcni i zandla. nezineyawo l~ injamoo.ru uku L11e uJvmtwa uhc..me emalibeni 
ebatholo Lhi abof:!Mknize lrn.nye nuNablloko . 
Wash the feet of Sobhuza, for he ha s tramped on the wizard ' s graves of 
Mkhize and Mabhoko . 

Lus i oa loSwe sabek<iyo lwagojda nzivka.lo zakahgwane . 
Thou awful quill feather whi ch overwhilmed the land of Ngwane , 

3asizisil a sethundangwe sasi hamba sisikize l a 
The tail of that bird which kept on wagging. 

2. NDVUNGUNYE 

~dvugunye w~gwane 
Ndvungunye of Ngwane 

Wena wekunene . 
You of Kunene. 

oibl angu s i nubumba nomg inesangu 8inuknemoanje sihu.rnba nemhla.mbi yama.ddda 
ka.nje neymadodana . 
-Wbe shield that slides down Ylginsangu; a s it slides i t t akes with it catt le 
of man and sons. 

11tniki wa.mphi h."'Ui1,CJ.Langeni 
You who gives a signal fot fight for the war amongst Langeni. 
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NDVUNGUNYE 

1•/ase uklal c. timj c.ne bet i bdi Ei::atizx:tm~:a.J<:Ntioci::xzit:s:!'!rnoitlu:cv:: uyayihawuke la 
You did it and shed tears in sympathy. 

Uakhumbula. ti hlangu l<'.?tj dzal a te .•1a...t1osi asendulo 
And remembered the old shields of the ancient kings. 

~yoni yaNgwane waD_amini Leyazale emacanua yaphv~nde yachobaza ngomlomo 
Thou bird of Ngwane of Dlamini wi ... ich laid eggs and cracked them with its 
beak. 

Dlodlo singabekwa kamdwa kauti ngisioane singawahlahld engwepyamo. ka.nti 
nea_le inhlambelo . 
Thy head ring is never put at tije mother ' s house yet I have i magined it 
on t he kraal poles whereas it i s of t he sacred enclosure therein. 

CEBISA 

Cebisa Wa.!~gwane. . 
Cebisa of Ngwa.ne 

Lowacebisa onke cmakhosi 
Who enriched all the kings. 

ANgwane asembo iiawenangwe 
Of Ngwane of eMbo and this side 

'l11mnzi l~ninemya ma l elembe ti i izintaba 
The Black shadow which blankets the moyntains 

Lendl a.... iden&'Wa iziukovo nezi:l.lna.kn.anda 
Wh~ch passed as cattle ; were milked even of other areas 

:taziqhuntslJwa ueemci.duna a.ka.!~gwane 
Whi ch were dri ven by Ngwane head.men. 

~ihhushahhu.,ha.ne saHgwanc neuloluza nemoya 
Thou Ngwane hurricane . 

M:f~~~pbula izimdlu kanye nesjhloldd 
~ b&ea.ks houses and trees 

{/atl1uma .Darubuza wakaNbuya 
You sent Dambuza of Mbuya 

Wathe ayokw.d<heL.t usu(": / wat.ho waseLulakeni 
To build you a home of wrath Lulakeni 

Lunya luyavuthc:1. luvu the 1 ..1. imizi 
Thou of burning cruelty 

Yama1.1oda luvuthe la imizi yamala.ngeni 
Which kindles the vill ages of man and that of La.ngeni . 

Wena 1.,reKunene 

You of Kunene . 


