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upils have to brave

erous crossing to get to school

by Gabi Khumalo

TETELEGU Primary School
teachers are outraged after a
Grade 2 pupil was knocked
down by a speeding car recently,
despite the fact that there have
been numerous calls by the
teachers for speed humps to be
built on the road to the school.
Teachers said that they have
been waiting for the municipal-
ity to put in speed humps after
sending an application to the

municipality early last year fol-

lowing a number of road acci-
dents in the area.

Nomfundo Zondi (7) was
injured two weeks ago when
she was knocked down by a
speeding car while on her way
to school. She was rushed to
Edendale Hospital where she
sustained a serious fracture of
her chin and a broken arm.

School principal Tobho
Luthuli said that their concern
has gone unheeded.

Luthuli said that while they
are trying to protect their pupils

by teaching them the rules of
the road, it is difficult to protect
them from speeding cars. She
said: “Warning children about
being careful when crossing the
road is not enough when they
are dealing with speeding cars,”
adding that while they appreci-
ate the warning sign on the
road, it is not enough.

“It would be better if there
was someone assisting the chil-
dren when crossing but the inci-
dent could have been avoided if
they didn’t choose to ignore our

request,” said Luthuli.

Ward councillor Vika Ndlovu
said a request was forwarded to
the road safety division for
humps and they are still waiting.

“Besides the speeding, there
is a sharp bend which is very
dangerous. We urgently need
some speed humps for the sake
of the children,” said Ndlovu.

An attempt to get comment
from the municipality’s Chief
Transportation Engineer, John
Ramsden, was unsuccessful at
the time of going to press.
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Helping Tetelegu’s pupils survive

A school principal was
honoured recently, alon
with others who are helping
to make a difference in
their communities, writes
GABI KHUMALDO.

PRINCIPAL Sylvia Tobho Luthuli — a
school head who faces enormous chal-
lenges in the daily running of her
school — was honoured recently, along
with other South African working
heroes, at a ceremony held at the Natal
Midlands Indoor Sporting Centre adja-

cent to the city’s YMCA.

Luthuli (43) is the head of a rural
school of 522 pupils, Tetelegu Primary
in Mpumuza, that is beset with diffi-
culties. There is no office in which to
work, parents of pupils default on
school fees, the pupils often go hungry
and some are Aids orphans.

Luthuli and 240 of KwaZulu-Natal’s
other unsung heroes were honoured by
the Shosholoza Aids Project, which
illustrates its anti-HIV/Aids message
through the use of drama, singing,
poetry and soccer events at 20 schools
in the province.

At Tetelegu Primary School, about
300 children arrive at school hungry
and 30 have been orphaned.

To bring hope to the children’s lives,
Luthuli initiated a feeding scheme and

Photo: GABI KHUMALO
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Tetelegu
Primary
School
Principal
Sylvia
Tobho
Luthuli
(left),
viewing a
school
vegetable
garden
with
school
teacher
Sandile
Dlamini.

began growing vegetables and flowers at the
school, with the project’s help.

She joined the project when she saw how
seriously the Mpumuza community was
afflicted by HIV/Aids.

Tetelegu is one of 20 schools taking part in
the project, which spreads its message to
pupils, parents and community members
through iscathamiya, drama, poetry and soc-
cer events.

The pro_]ect deals with poverty-stricken
schools in rural areas and where the effects of
HIV/Aids are felt most directly, due to few
support systems for people infected or
affected by disease. The project aims to
encourage safe sex or abstinence among the
youth.

Luthuli believes that the incidence of Aids
can be curbed — but children who are too
young to be sexually active are not told about
condoms. Instead, they preach the gospel of
abstinence.

On the poverty alleviation front, Luthuli’s
vegetable garden was boosted by a donation
of seeds from McDonalds.

‘Most pupils come to school
hungry and depend on the
school’s feeding scheme.’

“The seeds came when we needed them,”

says Luthuli, adding that the Department of
Health had advised them to include more

- vegetables and beans in their feeding

scheme.

“We also make sure that we also include
spinach in the food,” she said.

She added that pupils at the school are also
encouraged to start small vegetable gardens
at home to help them feed their families.

“Most of them come to school hungry and
depend on the school’s feeding scheme.
That’s why it is so important that we provide
them with a healthy meal because some of
them don’t get one at home,” says Luthuli.

Luthuli says projects like Shosholoza play a
vital role in helping them to deal with the
pupils’ plight.

The project was initiated in 1998 and
focuses on educating young men aged 15 to 21.

Project director Gethwana Makhaye says
that in an attempt to delay the onset of early
sexual activity, the project has begun a new
phase, aimed at boys that are aged between
12 and 1S.

“Its main aims are to spread information on
safer sex practices, delay the onset of early
sexual activity and encourage schools and
pupils to provide support structures to pupils
either infected or affected by HIV/Alds =
Gethwana says.

The project is sponsored by the Health
Department, Oxfam Canada, Community Aid
Abroad, the Australian government, the
Canadian International Development Agency,
Manchester United and Absa Bank.
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