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Madonda
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' Dhlgba

9/2/12 Nsuzi insists that Sigananda's
actual father was Mtsholoza who prbly
raised up seed to Mvakela
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Mageza ka Mkontshwana ch. Mjadu kaSigananda 21/2/09

Mjadu elamass Ndbaningi. He is a kehla of Ndhluyengwe regiment

He lives at "Ntingwe, Eliase's store. I grew up in ciwdxx vicinity of the
Mome. I ca e there from Kwamagcwaza where I was born, I came before

I could alusa I am of the Mavalana reziment. I wasborn about 1888...
Cetshwayo once took refuge at Mome, after Ulundi impi., On arriving he took
refuge in a fine set of caves on the immediate fight of the waterfull. When
nothing was on, no dagner, eh would go and stay at the inxiwa of Sigananda's
Enhlwent kraal, Frm that point to the caves the distance is about a mile

and threequrters of that distance there was a kind of 'camseway'! or incleesed
path, made with branches and leaves, in this form( |high enough for ome to
walk if slightly beinding the neck. One stil finds marks of @xes in the
trees indicating where this path was. One thingabout the path was that it
pruposely did not lead to the caves, it led to a deirection amost opposite

to them 1t led to the river above the fallys where it suddenly stooped
giving appearance that the peson travellinz that way inteded goingright on

to the forests beyond, whereas there was a secret apth, earefully concealed
leading to the left back to the right of waterfaull ( lookingat it from
mouth of mome vaegley) and then to the caves. he caves are 1 rge and roomy
s a num er of them, I have wisted same. Zimbila stay there now. there is
an isitunzi about the palce, because of its having been the king's hding place.
The zinduna are said to have lived below the fall, where some small amdhlangala
ere year before last. i
¥he enclsesnathway is known as ifuku, The reason it was put up was to




obiviate the king bein waylaid, .
/ ives deta 1ls of the ghosts which haunt the Mome valley._ /.

ot 7




S P "Sigananda and his Tribe" 23/12/06
[?he amaCube are said to be Lala and closely related to the Im¥mx Buthelezi

he Chona

Cenel,

 —

who sepak of themselves a8 zmalicube.
See geneological tree over. The graves of Dhlaba, Mavovo mmit Tshukulase
Madonda can still be pointed out . Usinb 30 year s to each generaltion that
means the last must ha.e died 250 years ago his grave belng on the highland
beween the Nomangei ridge and Empamndhleni magistracy. But tradtion s points
to an earleir arrival but from where, and when they seperated from the Buteleji
is difficult to discover. but the follwing tradition is so @ntient that

the names are no longer in the genealocizl tree._/ $fmmx "Mqamo and Méube
were the sons of one man, Mgamo being the older of the two. H..ysed to

go out hinging, but, ghough he gave out that he was hunting, he spent his time
in countingants which were busy carrying their lodas. Mcube, in the meanwhile
, remained at home, entertain people and interested himself in the affiars

of the trive. In course of time, the latter came to be regarded as the chief,
whereupon the followers of his brother, known as a baselanqganyini all gave
him their allegiance" / his is said to havetaken palce at the back of 'the

Mome valley near a celft in a mountain known as oFeni which used to be

a paace of refuge. “hus they claim to have leived not 2 but 3 or 4 or 5
cneturies round about' the western protion of the NkandkggwAUUW

Thska wasneverable to to conquer NyskelaN6 the Cube. repulsed the Zulu

at the Mhlatzue but a deserter guided Tshaka along the Momangei ridge

and Mvskela was caught andput to death. Duluzana and Zokufa contend for

the heirship, the former being suppoerted by Tskzkax Zwide and the latter

by Tshaka.



“hen Zwide invaded Zululand from the north'and marched to the Gcongeo ridge
(about 7 mile from the Mome malley) in pusuit of i

guide. ,heka howver dealt them a curishing blow on the banks of the
Mhlatzue._/
~"Pshaka's mother was Nandi, daughter of Mbengi chief of the Iangeni trive,
whilst Zokufa's was Zihlazi, a younger own sister of Nandi., “hus we

Thska and Zokufa were first cousin. The conneention with the royla house

of Zululandﬁ_[gxplains t e colse connecntion between Cube and royal Zul?:f:]
[gnd explains why, together with the extrodinary nature of the forests

and fastnesses, why Shaka did not subjegate t e trive /

"It so happened that iron was plentiful about the Nkandhla, hence the

gmaCube , who, as has been said, ere amalalas, soon practised the art of
iron-smetling and the manufacture of hoes, axes, knieves and assegais of every
shape and size. wing to their special expericne in this art, they were .
patronized by theﬂKing who, , from time to time requried supvlies of the

wares manufactured. The army, amix, .,depended to no small etent on the
gssegais made by the amaCube tribe. Ihey filled much the same palce in

he body poltici that W owhsich arsenal does for Creat Brtian." /*he impowtanc
wainte d raplidly aft{r the in roduction of European axes hoes etec but r
their reputiaion as makers of instruments of war never wainted. / "To this
day, the assegai made in Birmingham has been altogether unable to supplant
that of the rodinary native blacksmith who, hoever, is not above using
@uroegan pig iron instead of smeting his won with tkx frém yellowish ironstone.
igananda was rep uted to be an excg&lenct ironsmith._/ : B o
B . . ce S,
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40 Uhich the tribe felt and , ﬁﬁon*occasion;iéxercised,ffight dowh to the
! outbreak of the recent .-rebellions + - ' L

.. During Cetxhwayo's reign, we find Sigananda's fath r Zbkufé'hblding the

.- @8ppointment of Induna of Getshwayo ‘s’ Mlambaonswenya kraal, It was at this
- kraal that the Famout 'Usutu' party was:first brought into existence by
- . Cetshwayo. From that day to this the "Usutu! beacme the personal adherents
 Qf Cetshwayos as against the ~tIsigqoza' of Mbyyazi to being and later on the
- andhlakazi faction headed by Zibebu, The party is made up of men from

many tribes, not only of members of the Zulu one, We findZokufa and £fter

him Pigananda togeht with the amaCube tribe gelonging to the Ysutu faction.
&igananda fought on the “sutu side druing the Ndondakusuka battle '2/12/56)

A ter this Ntobolongwana claimed to be chief of the amaCube he objected to
Zokufa hodling such position He raised a force from peopoe of the

adjoining tribe and sei-ed Zokufa's cattle. Zokufa now collected his men,

met Ntobolongwana at a hisll Nkolotshana overlooking the Insuze river defedted
him and put him to ®ath," /Sigandna feld to Natal whmx® an d became a

olciman in Greytwon where A S Windham was Magistrae and M Osb his clerk,

hen the Zulu Mkosi knwon as Luntuntshuntu was held propor to nde's
death Cetshwayo sent for Sigandna and told him to bury his (S's ) father
Eho was so old that he was bling. and so about 1871 Piganda after being in

atal for 14 or 15 years returnedto Zululand to lecome chief. ;

During the civil war Sigandna was on Cet s said and after Cet feld to the
forest a small kraal ENhlweni was built for the king east of the “‘ome waterfall
300 hundred yards from while a patuh was cut through the forest lading
from the Nketweni kraal of Neapayi (éfi cube tirbe.] whereCet also stayed



Uwoing to the unsettled state of the country Cet was not burided intthe
. traiditonal burial palce but the Cube distriét, near the Nkunzana steam
~on an exposed ridge 3 miles fxmx 0 ‘the eagt ‘of the mouth of the lMome valley
- lurungu.a relative of Sigandrna was a@ppeinted keeper of the grave. /
.. ."In the year 188~ occurred the battle ‘of Kotongweni between the Basuos,
. under Hlubi, with sedtion of the trives of Mbuzo, Mpumela &c and the
. .forces of Dabulamzni and Siganda, On this memrable ocecasion Sigandna stood
. -out @isticntly as a roylaist and so ‘hae &nd his ‘epople used the' sutu' wary
o TP P e S T TERE 03 B oD e e 0L S
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‘vhich the tribe felt and 4 upon oceasion, exerciseds Fight down to the
outbzesk of the recent vebellione = i - : i :

- During Cetxhwayo's reign, we find Siganmdn': fath r“ iohfa;holung the

. appointment of Induna of Cetshwayo's Mlambaonzwenya kraal. It was at this

* Yraal that the famout *Usutu' party was first brought inbo existence by

- Cetshwayo. From that day %o this the 'Usutu’ bescme the pexsonal adherents
. of Cetshwayos as against the *Isiggoza’ of Mbyyazi to being and later on the
ndklakazi faction headed by Zibebu. The party is made up of men from

meny tribes, not only of members of the Zulu one, We ﬁndZokﬂfa and fdter

him Sigananda fogeht with the amaCube tribe gelonging o the sutu faction.

Sjeemenda fought on the “sutu side druing the Ndondakusuka battle '2/12/56)

A" ter this Niobolongwenz e¢laimed to be chief of the amaCube he objected to
Z6kufa hodling such position He raised a foree from peopos of the
adjoining tribe and sei ed Zokufa's cattle, Zokufa now collected his men,
met Ntobolongwena at a hisll Nkolotshana overlooking the Insuge river defedted
him and put him to @ath.” /Sigandna feld to Natal whmxm an d beeams a
lciman in Creytwon where A S Windbam was Magistrae and M Osb his clerk,
the Zolu Mkosi knwon as Luntuntshuntu was held propor te nde's
de=th Cetshwayo sent for Sigandna and told him %o buxy his (s's ) father
was 80 614 that he was bling, and so about 1871 “iganda after being in
atal for 14 or 15 years returnedto Zululand to ‘ecome chiefs -

During the eivil war Sigendna was on Cet s said and after Cet feld to the
forest a small kracl ENhlweni was built for the king east of the waterfall
300 hundred yards from while 2 patuh was cut through the forest lading
from the Nketweni kraal of Neapayi (éff cube tirbe.] whereCet also stayed




Ywoing to the unsettled state of the country Cet was not burided intthe
traiditonal burial palce but the Cube. district, near the Nkunzana steam
on an exposed ridge 3 miles fxmx to the east of the mouth of the Mome valley
Iurungu a relative of Sigendna was appointed keeper of the grave, /

"In- the year 188« oceurred the battle of Kotongweni between the Basuos,

“ under Hlubi, with s.ﬁiqn of the trives of Mbuzo, Mpumela &c end the

-« forces of Dabulamzni and Sipanda, On this memrable occasion Sigaondna stood
“out disticntly as a roylaist and so hae and his epople used tb'“utn' wary
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Usikananda Umkulutyane Amacubil
AR s

ZAT9 Father: Sokufa. Age:80. Residence: Sokufa's district,
Reuarks: Chief son of Sokufa. Has been a refugee in Natal and a
policeman. Returned 8 years ago and favourable to whites.?2})
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Isixepi ' Amacubo

ZA79 Father botobi. Age:70. HResidence: West side of the Nkandhla, on
the Nsuzi River, in Sokufa's district.. Remarks: Second in command
of the Isixepi kkegt. Has a few men under Sokufa.
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- Sokufa ' Umlanbongwana Amacubi
AT.g8.

ZAT79 Father: Sotobi. Age 95 Residence: Principal kraal south of

the wagon road to the Ewpandhlani on the west bank of the umh.iatusi.
Remarxkds: Is a very old man . Has apbout 1000 wmen. iTne Amacuvbi tribe
has never been conquered by the Zulus. '
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Uptubeni Amacubi
AT.8

ZAT9 TFather: Umsholoza{( Age:80 Residence: Nkandhla. Remarks. Petty
chief under Sokufa. Has aobut 150 men.

] .
ATR. yis . Msholora was the Cube chef v Shakany days, .- - Sow of Dicba, of Masovo, /
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