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object type: head-rest 

vernacular: 

sub-type : 

community: Transvaal Tsonga 

sub-group: 

geographical location: 

date and place collected : Elim, 
Transvaal, c. 1930 

date executed: 

artist name, sex : 
male 

use: for resting 
sleeping the head while 
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ace no: 1987.3.106 

contact 
prints 

. 

location

shelf:

blw: 

dimensions: 

h: 14,5 cm diam: 

w: 17,5 cm mounted: 

d: 5,5 cm 

medium: wood 
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145 50/1009 

Size: Height 110 mm 
Length 175 mm 
Width 50 mm 
Length of base 110 mm 

Description: Crossbar: Rectangular, curved and decorated with a differ
ently arranged row of incised triangles at each flattened narrow end. 
Lugs: Small, rectangular blocks. · 
Column: Two rectangular pillars form a "V" which rests on a rectangular 
block. 
Base: Two flat linked circles with a tiny triangle at centre front and back. 

Size: Height 145 mm 
Length 175 mm 
Width 55 mm 

· Length of base 135 mm 
Description: Crossbar: Rectangular, curved and decorated at one narrow 
end with a row of incised triangles. The other end is worn. 
Lugs: One lug is broken off, the other is a side-facing rectangle decorated 
with two brass studs. · 
Column: Six short pillars radiate out from a central sphere, three to the 
crossbar and three to the base. The four outer pillars are decorated with 
incised triangles, and the sphere is decorated with two brass studs at the 
front. 
Base: Roughly rectangular, narrowing slightly at centre to form two 
small, triangular niches. 
Comments: The brass studs used to decorate this piece are eyelet hooks of 
the type used on boots from the end of the nineteenth century. 

147 50/1011 . 

Size Height 155 mm 
Length 195 mm 
Width 70 mm 
Lengthofbase 155 mm 

Description: Crossbar: Rectangular, curved and decorated at the narrow 
ends with a row of zig-zags carved in relief. 
Lugs: Side-facing open rectangles. The one on the left has a large piece 
broken off it, the right has two protruding filled arches. 
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Column : Four rectangular pillars, two at front and two at back forming a 
double "X" shape. 
Base: Two flat circles joined by a rectangular bar. 

v ·14s 50/1012 

Size: Height 165 mm 
Length 190 mm 
Width 65 mm 
Length of base 175 mm . 

Description: Crossbar: Rectangular, curved and decorated on either side 
of centre with two triangles made up of six incised triangles .. and on the 
flattened narrow ends with a series of short incised lines. ' 
Lugs: None. 
Column: Three pillars in a row each made up of a front-facing narrow 
"X" intersected by a circle. Decorated with parallel grooves on \he 0 X" 
and on the circles with incised concentric circles with varying numbers of 
rough diamond shapes. . 
Base: Two flat linked circles with a small semi-circle at centre front and 
back. A large piece is broJ<en off one side, and the sloping edges are 
broken in many places. 
Comments: This head-rest has several features which show Shona influ
ence. (See number 140). 

V 149 so,1013 

Size: Height 130 mm 
Length 200 mm 
Width 65 mm 
Length of base 150 mm 

Description: Crossbar: Rectangular, curved and decorated near the 
narrow ends with two rows of small zig-zags carved in relief. 
Lugs: Filled arches facing front . 
Column: Two rectangular pillars curving inward slightly, and decorated 
with a row of narrow, horizontal, rounded pleats running do~n centre 
front and back, as well as three open arches inside and one outside. 
Base: Two truncated cones linked at centre by an inverted truncated cone 
at the base of which is cut an unusual ovoid at front and back. 
Comments: In her. a{l~cle "Artindigene et appuis-tete", 1 L. Jaques 
remarks that the inspi1'ltion for some designs seem to have come-from 
the grill of an Arab window. 
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