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24. ZULU STAFF 

The geomentric design of this staff is most unusual. There is nothing like 
it in the Brenthurst Collection and it will undoubtably extend the 
Brenthurst's collection of staffs. Photographic documentation dating to 
the mid-19th century, depicting a Zulu chief holding a similar staff, is 
available from the seller. 
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'\C\4"2 - \ \- "-1 
\\nr~ A~wJ. 

A FINE ZULU STAFL c:1n·cd with ten spiked projection , 
below the arro\vhcad finial. scorched cn1bellish111c:nt,. 
chipped; a staff with spi ral shaft and antelope: head finial; and 
another with spiral shafr and sp herical finial 
I 111. 35cn1. to I 111. 69cn1. long 

' 
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(3) 
1:200-30( I 

AN MBUNllU STAFF. the figure finial wi th arn1s akin1bo, fl at 
coiffu re with central knop. scarifica tion to checks. spirall y 
carved shaft: and a southern Africa s taff, the: figure finial 
\Vith bead inlav eves. each \Yith scorched cn1bc:llishn1c:nts ' . 
ln1.13cn1. and I n1.--IScn1. long 

' 
(2) 

£ 100-]5() 

22() 
A l·INE LUBA CEl(EMU NI.I\L ~TArl. the triangular finial carved 

' 
v,rith baskc: t\Nork design. the: fine head bc: lovv \vith pierced 
and grooved cruci forn1 coiffure: on the nape of the: neck, 
kc:loids to tc:111pk, . a lozenge at the: centre: of the shaft ca rved 
in relief \\'ith con centri c circles and other n1otifs. copper­
bound shaft. n1ctal point to base: . glossy b!Jck patina. 111inor 
chip, to coiffu re: 
l 111 . 51 lcn1. I on g 

1:8. ()0(1-10. (1(1(1 

2.21 
-\ IL Hi\ l 1111 I , \ I ·\11. the· tr1.111gtd.1r t'i111al .111d c,·ntral 
lc>7L'llgc· cir\·cd ,,·irh g,·0111,· tri r Lln1.1n 1,·11t. the· ,h.1fr spir.ilh· 
hound \\·ith copper. 111,·t.il p,>111t t,1 h ;1'l'. d.1rk glos,\· p.1ti1u 
l 1n . --l--l . :icn1. l<ln g 
l'Hl'\1-.....:\,~I 

IL1rn11 ~ k11r1 l .1n1hL·1t. u>lkdnl bc lllrt· IIJ.,11 
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Juet-gen Witt 
P.O.Box 700, 

Mrs. Rochelle Keene, 
Ms. Diane Levy, 
Johannesburg Art Gallery 
P.0.Box 23561, 
JOUBERT PARK . 
2044 

Dea1- Mr .. s. Keene, 
Dear~ Miss Levy, 

~zR ~'-l·S 

Lcv'v f ~ . ~S{ f 
'~°''. \\- ).\. 

0850 TZANEEN 
18.03.93 

Thank you for your letter dated 26.02.93.together with the copy 
of your letter of tr,e 14·th of Jan. and a nL1rnbet- of photostates of / 
the explanatory texts. The copy of the review was not included. 

Y,)ur letter ~,~as f=>ostrnarked l)y your ·franking machin~3 on the 
26th.of Feb. but it was received by me on the 8th of March only. 
This is very LJnusual as letters from Johannesburg to Tzaneen take 
about 4 days. (Week-ends excluded) 

I was hoping to find the time to write to you a little more about 
the meaning of the "Mog~..Jera" roof final. This will be done in due 
coL1rse. I ·first sa~," it in 1959. 

Ma_y I go ba,~k to your "Horstmann - Cataloque II again ? I wish to 
refer illust. No 5 Staff, wood, pokerwork Northern Nguni. 
These staffs sometimes two meters tall and differently 
decorated were handed by the chiefs to minor chiefs as an 
insignia of office. The Voor-tr-eker Andries Spies ~""as given such a 
staff by the famous Zulu- Chief PANDA on or about 15.07.1847. 
Spiess cJeclared II I now sta.nd under Panda and do ackno1tJlecJge hj~m 
as my king, and I am acknowledged by the people here as his 
captclin and am obeyed a=-, such. 11 Perl,aps this note i,.vill throw some 
light on this object. 

You need not apologies for referring to me as a collector. You 
could not have known better at the time. But somehow I arn a 
little allergic to certain types of collectors and would not like 
to r)e tf,r' o~,~n into the sarne pot ~""iti, tr1em. 

I am looking forward towards a happy and fruitful cooperation in 
the f u ·tur-- e. 
Your~ si.ncerely, 

l 
I 
I 
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1993.08.10 

HORSTMAf\JN GE"f\JERAf_ FI I_E 

A GENERAL FILE CONTAINING NEWSPAPER ANO MAGA7INE 
ARTICLES ON "HORSTMANN COLLECT I ON" I ~3 KEPT I f\J Tl ~E FI l_F ! 

1992.11.01 Northern Nguni stool, l•Jood 

Arti c 1 es referring to specific works in the c o 11 P-C tior1 
are filed in the relevant file, not general file. 
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Staff 
wood, pokerwork 
188,5 X 7 ,5 X 2 
Northern Nguni 
ace no: 1992.11 .4 

5 

6 Staff 
wood 
11 7 X 4,3 X 7 
Northern Nguni 
ace no: 1992.11.5 

6 7 

7 Staff 
wood 
151 X 8,5 X 2 
insc, shaft: TAKEN FROM 
KING CETAWAYO'S 
KRAAL/ AFTER THE BATTLE 
OF ULUNDI. / JULY 4TH 
1879. / BY MAJOR 
FRANCIS GRENFELL. 
Northern Nguni 
ace no: 1992.11 .6 




