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17 August 1995

Michael Graham-Stewart TO FAX NO. 0944 171 629 4602
173 New Bond Street
London W1 Y 9PB

England
Dear Michael

The parcel DID finally arrive but was held up by the post office, which was hoping
to extract some customs duty out of us.

Rochelle and | have discussed the purchasing of your collection at some length.
Given the quality and extent of our collection, we are reluctant to purchase objects
which duplicate our hoildings or which we are unlikely to display. As an art gallery,
it has always been our policy not to keep multiples of objects and to acquire only
the finest examples available.

A number of objects in your collection duplicate our holdings but there are also

some very fine pieces which do not and which we would be interested in acquiring.
These are:

{tem 1 - apron/waistband Sgco . ¢0
2 - Xhosa beaded bag
8 - Northern Nguni beaded necklace

14 - seven core belt

21 - horn snuff container with pod ends <dcc <@

23 - spherical snuff gourd, beaded , e

~

Lo €O

24 - gourd rattle P
25 - pear shaped snuff container S
26 - thin fabric beaded skirt Ry Ak =

\ e oG

We would therefore like to have the prices on individual items or a sum for the
ones listed above.
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Although the album is particularly interesting and is something | would very much
like to acquire, we are not geared for this kind of collecting and do not have proper
conservation facilities for it. | have offered it to our sister institution,
MuseumAfrica, who would like to know how much you are asking for it.

We look forward to hearing from you so that we may take the matter further.

Y@Qt\rs sincerely

Nessa Leibhammer (Ms)

: Curator: Traditional southern African art
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