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object type: beer pot 

vernacular: Uphiso (Ucamba) 

Sub-type: 

Community: (la Kwa) Zulu 

sub- group: North Nguni 

geographical location: Malmoth (Kwazulu) 

ace no: HEJ8-13- 2,• /�"T� - [J..,. q__C' 

location: 

shelf: 

blw cit 

Dimentions: 

contact 

prints 

. 

els 

i------------------------t h: cm 
date and place collected: Emashunka; August 1997 

diam: 

date executed : Aprox. 1940 ? 

artist name, sex: Mamtoli Njokwe (female) 

use: Used and often made by a married woman 
to contain & pour out beer at a trad. ceremony. 

purchase I donation I bequest: Anglo American 
Nomusa dube 

price paid: (group)R 250.00 

w: cm mounted: 

d: 

medium: 

clay (Umbumba), fired with shiny 

physical description: 

i--------------------____,, .condition: sligtly chipped at mouth 
insurance value:R 250.00 (1998) 

authority: age 199 ; GJMC: Executivecommittee 
98-05-05; sport, arts & Culture committee 98-04-23 

origional collection no: 

object type translation: 

catalogues: 

pattern: Amaspmpa ( see across page for 
decorative details, note the pattern 
difference on both sides where 
applicable.) 
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GJMC : EXECUTIVE COMMlTTEE 98-05-05 

GJMC : SPORT. ARTS AND CULTURE COMMITTEE. 98°04·:C 3 

METRO POLIT AN SPORT. ART, CULTURE AND ECO NO MIC C EVELOPMENT 

(METRO POLIT AN ARTS AND CULTURE DEVELOPMENT AN[> FACILITIES 

Strategic Thrust : Communications and Marketing 

Nature of Report : Proposal for Implementation ----- --------- .. -- ·---------

The objects of material culture are Of great value to the Gal:ery. These items would not 

only supplement the costume collection where there are gaps but also ofter an unusual 

variation to those in the collection. 

The isicolo and isidwaba are items that are not represented in the collection and off er 

an unusual combination with the beaded pieces attached. 1 he collection of most works 

has occurred in the same region which correlates with the ;olour combination of beads 

known as isishunka. thus adding to the educational compo·1ent of the collection. 

The two beer container covers have been made by the same person. who is known. 

Hence. the history of the objects and their maker can be c )mpiled. The two clay beer 

pots provide a reference point to the masumpa pattern th2 t occurs in other items in the 

collection. By selecting the two specifically-named pots. li"1ks between the function and 

the naming of the pots can be researched. 

The Swazi umgaco. ind/amu and bead necklaces are an irr portant complement to the 

beadwork collection. They are excellent examples of cont-�mporary production of 

bead work that 1s functional in the 'traditional' reed dance ,n Swaziland today. 

CONCLUS\ON 

These works of art would be valuable additions to the Gc1lery's collection. 

IT IS RECOMMENDED 

That the donations detailed in the item be accepted into the Gallery's permanent 

collection and that the thanks of the Greater Johannesb11rg Metropolitan Council be 

conveyed to The Friends of the Johannesburg Art Galler'/. 

{N/F) 

(AG 1 3/98) 

(METROPOLITAN SPORT, ART, CULTURE 

AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT) 

(METROPOLITAN ART AND CULTURE 

ANO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT) 

(CH\EF CURATOR: ART GALLERY) 

(R Keene) 

(Tel. 407-6857) 

SA&C\00455 

tk 

GJMC : EXECUTIVE: COMMITTEE 98-05-05 

GJMC: SPORT, ARTS AND CULTURE COMMITTEE 98-04-23 

METROPOLITAN SFORT, ART, CULTURE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

(METROPOLITAN A.�TS AND CULTURE DEVELOPMENT AND FACILITIES 
Strategic Thrust : Communications and Marketing 
Nature of Report : P roposal for Implementation 

Artist/Community 

Zulu, S 
MaMkhize Zulu/ 
Msinga KwaMabaso 
MaSithole Zulu/ 
Msinga Ebathenjini 
MaZungu Sibisi/ 
Msinga Emashunka 
MaMchunu Zulu/ 
Msinga Emashunka 
MaSibiya Zulu/ 
Msinga Emashunka 
MaSithole Mdunge/ 
Msinga Emashunka 
MaMchunu Mthembu 
Msinga Emashunka 
MaMtoli Mjokwe/ 
Melmoth Kwazulu 
MaMtoli Mjokwe/ 
Melmoth Kwazulu 
Swazi 

Title/Object 

Study for Harambee 
lsicolo (headrest) 

lsidwaba (married 
woman's skirt) 
lsibamba (belt) 

lsibamba (belt) 

lsibamba (belt) 

lmbenge (beer 
container cover) 
lmbenge (beer 
container cover) 
Uphiso (beer 
container) 
Umancishana (beer 
container) 
8 x necklaces 
Umgaco (sash) 
lndlamu (skirt) 

Medium 

fire and water on board and hide strips 
wool, thread, pigment, glass beads 

cow hide, thread, glass beads, brass 
buttons, grass, pigment 
grass, beads, thread, brass button 

grass, beads, thread, brass button 

grass, beads, thread, brass button 

grass, thread, glass beads 

grass, thread, glass beads 

clay 

clay 

beads, thread 
wool, thread 
wool, thread, brass beads 

Wayne Barker (b 196:-:, Pretoria) studied at the Pretoria Technikon and thereafter at the 
Michaelis School of Fine Art. He works with installations, sculptures and paintings, 
often combining image-s of popular culture and mass media in controversial and 
challenging appropriat1ons, as in this work. 

Gerard Bhengu ( 1910 :o 1989) lived in the district of KwaZulu-Natal. He was a 
self-taught painter of � ortraits, genre, figures, landscape and township scenes, working 
mainly in watercolour ,ind sepia. 

Breyten Breytenbach (b 1939, Bonnievale) is an award-winning artist, poet and writer. 
He has exhibited both locally and internationally, and has published many literary 
pieces. Breytenbach h2s received honorary doctorates from the Western Cape ( 1988) 

and Natal universities ( 1 994). He also received an appointment as honorary professor in 
creative writing at the University of Natal ( 1995). His work is rooted in the social and 
cultural politics of our time. 
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Greater Johannesburg Metropolitan Council 98-06-1 8 

GJMC : EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 98-05-05 
GJMC : SPORT, ARTS AND CULTURE COMMITTEE 98-04-23 

METROPOLITAN SPORT, ART. CULTURE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

(METROPOLITAN ARTS AND CULTURE DEVELOPMENT AND FACILITIES) 
Strategic Thrust : Communications and Marketing 

Nature of Report : Proposal for Implementation 

1 DONATION OF WORKS OF ART 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

The purpose of thisreport is to acknowledge a donation of works of art to the 
Johannesburg Art Gallery. 

On 28 August 1997 and 25 September 1997 the Gallery submitted reports 
recommending the purchase of works of art for the collection. Due to finar,cial. 
constraints, these works could not be purchased by the GJMC. The Friends of the 
Johannesburg Art Gallery have agreed to purchase these works of art as well as others 
recommended by the Art Gallery Committee at its meeting held on 5 September 1997. 

The Friends of the Johannesburg Art Gallery have donated the following works of art to 
the Gallery: 

Artist/Community Title/Object Medium 

Barker, W untitled paint on metal 
Bhengu, G untitled (landscape) watercolour 
Breytenbach, B SA angel etching & aquatint, watercoloured 
Lipshitz, L Dedicated to the etching 

memory of Swartband 
Macala, B untitled charcoal drawing 
Mofokeng, S Motouleng Caves photograph 

Surrender Hills, photograph 
Clarens 
Easter Weekend, photograph 
1996 

Wafer, J Oval (blue) etching & aquatint 
Schoeman, J Klein boerdery material and cotton thread 

Everything is tin and glass 
sacred (lighuisie) 
Pyramid (lighuisie) tin and glass 

van Coller, I Uxamu photogravure and lithography 
Richtersveld collotype 
Series VIII 

• 
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Greater Johannesburg Metropolitan Council 98-06-1 8 

GJMC : EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 98-05-05 

GJMC : SPORT, ARTS AND CULTURE COMMITTEE 98-04-23 

METROPOLITAN SPORT, ART, CULTURE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMEN·r 

(METROPOLITAN ARTS AND CULTURE DEVELOPMENT AND FACILITIES) 

Strategic Thrust : Communications and Marketing 
Nature of Report : Proposal for Implementation -----------------------------------------· 

Artist/Community Title/Object Medium 

Zulu, S Study for Harambee fire and water on board ,.1nd hide strips 

MaMkhize Zulu/ lsicolo (headrest) wool, thread, pigment, g!ass beads 

Msinga KwaMabaso 

MaSithole Zulu/ lsidwaba (married cow hide, thread, glass beads, brass 

Msinga Ebathenjini woman's skirt) buttons, grass, pigment 
MaZungu Sibisi/ lsibamba (belt) grass, beads, thread, brass button 

Msinga Emashunka 

MaMchunu Zulu/ lsibamba (belt) grass, beads, thread, brass button 
Msinga Emashunka 

MaSibiya Zulu/ lsibamba (belt) grass, beads, thread, brass button 
Msinga Emashunka 

MaSithole Mdunge/ lmbenge (beer grass, thread, glass beads 
Msinga Emashunka container cover) 

MaMchunu Mthembu/ lmbenge (beer grass, thread, glass beads 

Msinga Emashunka container cover) 

MaMtoli Mjokwe/ Uphiso (beer clay 

Melmoth Kwazulu container) 

MaMtoli Mjokwe/ Umancishana (beer clay 
Melmoth Kwazulu container) 

Swazi 8 x necklaces beads, thread 

Umgaco (sash) wool, thread 

lndlamu (skirt) wool, thread, brass beads 

Wayne Barker (b 1 963, Pretoria) studied at the Pretoria Technikon and thereafter at the 
Michaelis School of Fine Art. He works with installations, sculptures and paintings, 

often combining images of popular culture and mass media in controversial and 

challenging appropriations, as in this work. 

Gerard Bhengu ( 1910 to 1 989) lived in the district of KwaZulu-Natal. He 'Nas a 

self-taught painter of portraits, genre, figures, landscape and township scenes, working 
mainly in watercolour and sepia. 

Breyten Breytenbach (b 1939, Bonnievale) is an award-winning artist, poet and writer. 

He has exhibited both locally and internationally, and has published many literary 

pieces. Breytenbach has received honorary doctorates from the Western Cape ( 1988) 
and Natal universities ( 1 994). He also received an appointment as honorary professor 

in creative writing at the University of Natal (1995). His work is rooted in the social 
and cultural politics of our time. 

• 
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G reater  Johannesburg Metropol i tan Counc i l  9 8 -06- 1 8  

GJMC : EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 9 8 -05-05 

GJMC : SPORT,  A RTS A N D  CULTURE COMM ITTEE 9 8 -04- 2 3  

METROPOLITAN SPORT, ART, CULTURE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

(METROPOLITAN ARTS AND C U LTURE  DEVELOPMENT A N D  FAC I L IT I ES)  
Strategic Thrust : Communicat ions and Market ing 

Nature of  Report : Proposal for Implementat ion ------------- ---- -----------------·-- · --- ---· · ---· -----

Lippy L ipshitz ( 1 9 30,  Plung ian ,  L i thuan ia  - 1 980,  South Afri ca )  em igrated to South 

Afr ica  in  1 90 8 .  He was a successfu l  a rt ist  who exh ib i ted both nat iona l ly  and abro·a d .  

Lipsh i tz  h a s  rece ived a number  of awards ,  among which i s  a 1 9 64 Meda l  o f  Honour  for  

Sculpture and a 1 9 7 8  South Afr i can Assoc iat ion o f  Arts Meda l l i on .  

Benjamin  Maca la  ( 1 9 3 8  to  1 9 9 7 ,  B loemfonte in )  was la rge ly  se l f -t aught but  Vl' as  a lso  

gu ided by Cec i l  Skotnes ,  Ephra im Ngatane and B i l l  A ins l i e .  He is known for  h is  

scu lpture and  drawings .  Maca la  has exhib i ted extens ive ly  and was inc lude_d i n  The 

Neglecte d  Tradit ion exh ib i t ion held at  the  Ga l lery in 1 9 8 8 /8 9 .  

Santu Mofokeng ( b  1 9 5 6 ,  Johannesburg)  has  worked at  var ious newspapers .  S ince 

1 98 8  he has  been employed at the I nst i tute for  Advanced Soc ia l  Research ,  l ln ivers ity 

o f the Witwatersrand .  He has part ic ipated and curated numerous exh ibi t ions and has  

presented many lectures and seminars both loca l ly  and internat iona l ly .  H e  h a s  rece ived 

many awards  inc lud ing the Mother Jones Award for  Afr ica ( 1 9 9 2 )  and the Ernest  Cole 

Scho la rsh ip ( 1 9 9 1  ) .  

Jeremy Wafer  ( b  1 9 5 3 ,  Durban)  stud ied f ine  a rt a t  the Nata l  Un ivers ity and a t  the 

U nivers ity of  the Witwatersrand where he rece ived a BA (Hons)  in  h istory of  ar t  and a 

MA(FA) . H e  has  lectured at the Techn ikon Nata l  s ince 1 9 8 2 .  Wafer has par t ic ipated i n  

n umerous group and so lo exh ib i t ions ,  and  has rece ived num erous awards inc !ud ing  the  

Standard Bank  Drawing Award ( 1 9 8 7 ) .  

J a n  Schoeman (born c 1 9 1 3 ) i s  a wanderer  i n  the K le in  Karoo .  Schoeman st :i rted 

creat ing p ic tor ia l ly  in  1 9 2 9  when he went to school  in  K laa rstroom . He p lacE: s  a n  

important emphas is  on  te l l ing  stor ies a s  a way o f  pass ing on the past .  I n  h is  
embro ider ies ,  which he comm iss ions women to complete ,  he narrates severa l  d i f fe rent  

stor ies on to  c loths which he refers to  as chapters .  From h is  r icksha ,  ( karretj i e )  

Schoema n  has  at tached a ret inue of  lanterns o r  l i ghu is ies  m ade of  co loured g l ass ,  t i n ,  

d iscarded p last ic ,  e tc ,  wh ich casts a mag ica l  l i ght and  creates a dream- l i ke  m irage when 

l i t .  H e  part ic ipated in  the K le in  Karoo Arts Fest iva l  i n  1 9 9 5  and was Art ist  in  Res idence 

d u ring  the  Land and L ives : P ioneer B lack  Art ists exh ib i t ion at the G al le ry .  

I a n  van Co l le r  (b  1 9 70,  Johannesburg)  completed a Nat iona l  D ip loma in Photography at 

the Nata l  Techn ikon  i n  1 9 9 1 and a BA ( FA) at Ar izona State U nivers ity ,  USA,  i n  1 9 9 6 .  

Van Co l le r  i nvest igates ,  contrasts and compares the co lon ia l ,  neo-co lon ia l  and  

t rad i t iona l  Afr ican v iew o f  Afr ica .  

Zwelonge Sand i l e  Zu lu  (b  1 9 60, l xopo,  Nata l )  completed a B A ( FA)  at the  Univers i ty o f  

the Witwatersrand i n  1 9 9 3 .  Zu lu  man ipu lates f i re as a metaphor o f  destruct i ::in ,  decay ,  

pur i f icat ion and l i f e .  Zu lu  a lso  works with  the idea of  ordered sur faces ,  by u :; ing 

geometr ic  forms .  
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G reater  Johannesburg Metropol i tan Counc i l  9 8 -06- 1 8  

G J M C  : EXECUTIVE COMM I TTEE 9 8 -05-05 

G J M C  : SPORT,  ARTS AND C ULTU R E  COMMITTEE 9 8 -04-2 3  

METROPOLITAN SPORT, ART, CULTURE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

( M ETROPO LITAN ARTS AND C ULTU R E  DEVELOPMENT A N D  FAC I L IT IES )  

Strategic Thrust : Communicat ions and  Marketing 

Nature of Report : Prop·osa l  for Implementation 

The o bjects of  m ater ia l  c u lture are of great va lue to the G a l lery .  These ite ins would not 

on ly  supp lement the  costume co l lect ion where there are g aps but  a l so of fer  a n  unusua l  
var iat ion to those i n  the  co l lect ion .  

The isicolo and isidwaba are  i tems that  are  not represented in the co l l ect ion  and offer  

an unusua l  combinat ion with the beaded p ieces attached .  The co l lect ion of  most works 

has  occurred i n  the same reg ion which corre lates with the co lour  comb ina t ion  of  beads 

known as  isishunka, thus  add ing to the educat iona l  component of  the co l l ect ion . 

The two beer  conta iner  covers have been made by the same person ,  who is  known.  

Hence ,  the  h i story of  the  objects  and the i r  maker  can  be  compi led .  The tv,.,1 0 c lay  beer  

pots provide a refere nce  po int  to the masumpa pattern that  occurs i n  other  i tems in  the 

co l lect ion .  By  se lect ing the two spec i f ica l ly-named pots,  l inks between the funct ion 

and the naming of  the  pots c a n  be researched.  

The Swazi  umgaco, indlamu and bead neck laces are an important complerr 1 ent to the 

beadwork co l lect ion .  They are exce l lent examples  of contemporary product ion of 

beadwork that is  f u nct iona l  in the 'tradit i ona l '  reed dance in Swaz i land today .  

C O N C L U S I O N  

These works o f  art would be va luab le addit ions to the G a l le ry 's  co l l ect ion .  

IT IS RECOMMEN DED 

That the donat ions deta i led in the i tem be a ccepted into the G a llery's perm anent 

collection a n d  that the thanks of the Greater Johannesburg Metropol itan Counci l  be 

conveyed to The Friends o f  the Johannesburg Art Gal lery .  

( N/F) 

(AG 1 3/98 )  

( M ETROPO LITAN SPO RT, ART, CULTURE 

AND ECO N O M I C  D EV ELOPMENT) 

( M ETROPOLITAN ART A N D  C U LTURE 

A N D  E C O N O M I C  DEVELO PMENT) 

( C H I E F  C U RATO R :  ART GALLERY)  

(R  Keene )  

(Te l .  407- 6 8 5 7 )  

T MC\04 2 9 6  (SA&C\0045 5 )  

tk/rn 

---- ----
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