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THE NATAL RISING. 

DEFENCES OF THE 
COLONY. 

[From O The Tribune" Corresponde• t.] 

PIETEMlARITZBURG, Feb. 16th. 
I have had an interview with the Hon. 

Thomas ,vatt, Minister of Defence, on the 
subject of the defences of the Colony. The 
Minister st.ates that supernumerary mounted 
corps are to be formed throughout Natal, 
which all me n able to ride and shoot will be 
invited to join. The farmers everywhere have 
gone into laager, owing to tho proximity of 
armed natives. The field force has been 
ordered to fire on all armed nat ives. On the 
arrival of t he Duke of Connaught here, t he 
Government wlll open negotiations for t he 
retent ion in Na tal of a large Imperial force. 

[REOTER'S T EU!GR.ut.] 

PJETERMARI TZBURG, F eb. l6th.-At 
Ixopo, H igh F lats, and Impendhle, the Euro
pea ns ha ve been scared, and have formed 
laagers. No Europeans have, howm,·er, been 
a ttacked, and their property is safe. 

OF THE NATIVE: 
SUGGESTION. 

[ From A Correspoodent.] 
T bo c]l.sturbr..n('C's in Natal nre st.atcd S(')mP-

i~h~o;r::cl~o~!:uctu"('1~t~?'o1'f:::1b;;~t7,~!~~~ 
~~·~,o~:e:rr~:t·ya; o;Ve(':~~~~~~ ~;ri~t:u~~ll~l: 
a sr,ira.tion "South A frica. for the Bthiopiu.ns." 
W ~. D utch and Eoglish, mincown~r :ind lah .. ,ur 
man, h av C' bC'C'n acting a rlay in Sout h A fri.-a, 
the s lag" ~as been brightly lit, anti our tu~rtW:t 
l'\n rt v;H<\,n h,., .,. •· •~••••~ ~ , " - , 



OF THE NATlV f:: 
SUGGf;STION. 

(From ~ Corrupondl~ot.) 

The dis\urba.nccs in Xatal are stated, eome
wbat ,•aguely, to be caused by membtu of the 
Ethiopian movement. 1'.:thioplan sentiment 
would be probably more correetl the &entiment 
that voices it.aelf all over 8oulh Africa in the 
aspiotion "South Afric& for the Ethiopians." 
We, Dul.ch and English., mincowncr and labour 
man, bavf' bet"n ading a pla.y in South A!rka, 
the stag" has been brightly lit, and 01.1r heroes 
and villains have f!ltruttcd and walked upon 
it. We ha\-e even iulrOdUC{'d a Chinese inttr
lud(', And tbc Al)di('ncc, the vast dark .a.udi 
cncc, ha!\ been watcbiog and trying to under
$Und. 

The Rkhtnond outbreak is not a very great 
thin~. nor is the mi$3iOn to England for the
purpooe of claiming political right& for coloured. 
men a great thing. But many small thing11, 
occurring together aro roak.ing the question o( 
the natives a \'ery·gigantic thing. En'.!n now, i 
we aro wise enough to see it, the quulion o 
ihc political and ooonomio status of coloure 
men h1 or enormously greater importance tha 

. any other South A.frican question. The meth 
t of solution of the problctn is pc:crilously •implc 

for il comes to tho!e clcmeot.ary human like& 
e dislikes, justices, and injusticee wher 

rcuon fails before prt'judiee. Soul 
,; ~friean coloured ~men are pa;id inferior wages. 

hvo under inferior conditions., and are regarded -I as interior beings. South African coloured 
~ men object to inforior wagei,, resent (to the 
I) point of murder sometimes) infnior condi 
o tions, and do not feel t.hem!<elvcs interior men. 
g The Colonial white man believes the native in
c fcrior in order to justify the payment of an 

inferior wage, and points to tho labour of bis 
4 ill-cducatl'd, ill paid, ill-fed, and ill-clothed 

"niggers" u proof of this inferiority. The 
u.me arg11ments \\·ould justi{)· alairery. 

The soluliou is not only equal political right!!, 
,. but equal economie. \\'e mm1t not only give 
0 the oati\"e tbc vote, insisting on a cNtain mini

mum of education as qualitkation, but guaran
i tee to the nali\·e a dttcnt minimum wa,;e. Wt' 

mu,n. deliberately take in hand the levelling up 
or the 11ta.ndard or li\•ing of all nati\'c!. 'Jany 

t agricultural labourers in Cape Colony an<l the 
Orange River Colony a.re paid only 1011. a 
month, given a starvation allowance of food, 
and allowed to 8leep in aoy old mud-hut. Onti 
Mack man I knew wall paid 1011. and got 8oz. of 
br('ad and one pint of b]a.('k coffee u his daily 
ration. Ile \\'M, iu OOM'-'qUt'nce, thin, lai;y, 
and stupid. And out of thi!I income he had to 
P_ay £1 1~. a year pol\.tax and municipal loca 
hon tax. Out. of conditions am·h u tht>U 

&r4tt. ti,,. aspir1tion "~011th Mti£:t. Wt the 
<'~>ln11rt<d Sonlh l\(d.-•n•.·· ,a1,,· .. • are ,..,.,.)" 
i:••nlh, ,-.r,lc•. ,..,,ry 1•11H,·ut ,,..,,1,J.•, Jt ..... ,.,.., 

\

co_nvluc,. tlu,._n or ,Har •••·•ir,• I<'> hdp thf'n\ tlu•y 
will not b" 1ac,on .. u.lt•ra1,-I)· h•~1y in n•ac,r(.i111' 
t.o f<n•·"· Jlut wu rnu/lt c,on,·H>C<> th" t-:u.u,,~n 
mov<-1ncnt of our bnna lh.l~·"· '."~"~.h•a,,• ol1 
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