BRITISH ASSOCIATION.

THE NATIVE DANCE
AT HENLEY.

Friday, 25th Auqust, 1905,

The following i= the programme of the
Native Dance to be held at Henley om
Friday. the 25th inst..—

The Iollowing chiefs, with members of
their tribes, will attend and ta

1 Mhiols, (Prodigy), Hereditary C
the Inadi Tribe, with als in the
lowing divisions, namely, Umgeni, Lio:
River, Umvoti, Impendhle,

Underberg and Camperdo
huts, and approximately

2 Laduma (it thunde
Amampumuza Tribe, off-shoot
foregoing tribe, with I8 in the folic
ing divisions, namely, lm:un Lion's
er, Impendhle, New  Hanover, Umvotl and
Esteourt, with 842 huts and approzimately
3,500 people.

3. Tmvali (the appearer) i Chief
of the Amafunse Tri r
‘:re\t Ngoobo elan of nati

with krials ‘in

Uwmvotl, " Ty
Impendhle and Camperdov
with 183 huta and ‘spproximately
people,
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girls of the bridezronm’s pRTLY nd
brought hack. This ia done in order to
ansure the giving of more catile on aceount
of the pride. nnd nlso to elicit the fact
as to whether she {8 enred for or mot by
the bridegroom® party: because, il she is
not eared for. they will not pursue her,
and she will be atlowed to go home.

The hridegroom’s party will thcreﬂﬂ-or
come un in full dress and dapce T hi
damoe being completed, :llil\nluxc«.nmms
will be made as to the position to be
filled by the bride, and a stick, adorned
at the head with catekin, will be handed
to her as an emblem of her position, and
the tribe will be told by some prominent
pative that the chief has now married
the mother of the tribe.

These are, roughly and generally, the
customs observed by the native tribes at
these weddings. ‘They ars subject to
many varintions: eome cases they are
mors elaborate than in others, and they
depand wvery much upon the particular
clan, or tribe, to which the bridegroom
belongs.

TL may be interecting here to state that
the mother of the bride, on no account
whatever, may be present at the wed-
ding; that if the bride m the eldest daugh-
ter ‘of ber father, he nob i
the wedding: that the l-r]d(- I
st her husband’s father; that
tribes the motherinlaw may
at her son-in-law, ‘nor may the
look At her.

In some cases the mother-in-law
son-in-law may be in each oth
pany, but the formér must g b
specially covered, and has to wear a band
round her head.

Thess usages also vary and are b m-
ing more or less obsolete with th
vance of civilization,
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