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PREFACE.

To a volume of this description no further
preface appears.to be necessary than to account
for the maps and the drawings by which it is
illustrated, and to state the right pronunciation
of the native words which occur. With respect
to the former, the coast lines have been taken
from Arrowsmith’s map enlarged, and the
remainder is filled up generally from personal
observation, which I believe to be tolerably
accurate ; at least as nearly so as my mode of
travelling and want of proper instruments—
frequently even a watch to regulate time—would

admit,

The plates are from sketches taken on the

spot, but, in many instances, reduced to suit the
size present volume.
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v PREFACE.

In the orthography of native terms, the a is
to be pronounced broad, unless distinguished
by a short mark, as in Tugila, pronounced

Tugayla.

The w is always pronounced as in French.
Some clicks occasionally occur, as in the proper
name Tpai, between the 7' and the p, but as
there was a difficulty in expressing them, they

have been omitted throughout.



JOURNEY

THE ZOOLU COUNTRY.

CHAPTER L

IT is not with a view to recount my personal adventures
that the following narrative is now offered to the public,
nor was it for the mere novelty of travelling that I deter-
mined on a visit to South Africa; far otherwise was the
object of my journey—an endeavour, under the blessing of
God, to open a way whereby the ministers of the gospel
might find access to the Zoolu nation, and be the means of
introducing true religion, civilisation, and industry, into
those benighted regions.

That many who may take the trouble to pass through
these pages will be disappointed I have no doubt; they
will look in vain for that description of information so
interesting to the student of natural history, and so
eminently adapted to raise the mind with adoring grati-
tude to the all-wise and bounteous God of the universe,
but for the development of which the author is aware

B



2 JOURNEY TO THE

that he is not competent. His single aim, he trusts, has
been the glory of God, and if, after the indulgent perusal
of the facts he shall narrate, a more ardent zeal for the
instruction of our fellow-creatures in the truths of Christi-
anity, and a more sincere personal devotion of time and
energy to the cause of Christian Missions, especially in
Southern Africa, shall be induced, he shall deem that he
has not written in vain, but thank God, and take courage.

It was my intention to have confined myself strictly to
the words of my travelling journal, but this, in part, has
now become impossible, as a considerable portion, including
the whole period from my landing at Cape Town to my
return to Port Natal, after my first visit to the Zoolu
country has been lost. Without this, there would be
evidently a want of connexion, and this deficiency I shall
endeavour to supply to the best of my ability; but, as
much that it contained has now entirely escaped my
memory, I trust, under the peculiar disadvantages with
which I commence my task, great allowance will be made.
With this explanation, I now proceed to give a brief out-
line of the occurrences during the period alluded to.

On the 26th of August, 1834, I left Spithead, on board
the Wellington, Captain Liddle, bound for the Cape and
Madras, and eventually sailed from Falmouth on the 6th
of September. From the evening of the 20th to the
afternoon of the 23rd, we were at anchor in Funchal
Roads, Madeira, and reached Table Bay on the 13th
of November. During the passage, I made a most
agreeable acquaintance in Mr. Berken, a Polish gentle-

man of high family and character, and who, from the
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political circumstances of his country, had been deprived
of a great part of his property. On reaching the Cape, he
waived his original intention of proceeding as an emigrant
to New South Wales, and agreed to accompany me to
Graham’s Town, partly with a desire to ascertain how far
it would be advisable to make that neighbourhood the
scene of the agricultural pursuits which he had ultimately
in view.

Determined to travel as lightly and expeditiously as
possible, we distributed our baggage upon three horses,
on which we and our guide were also mounted, and in
this Don Quixote manner we left Cape Town on the
evening of Thursday the 20th, sleeping the first night at
Stellenbosch.  Saturday and Sunday we remained at
Genadenthal ; and I have never been more gratified than
in witnessing the industry, the order, and, above all, the
genuine piety which seems to pervade this favoured insti-
tution. It was Sacrament Sunday; all, both mission-
aries and people, appeared in white dresses ; and many of
the latter seated in groups in front of the church, or under
the shade of the luxuriant oak trees, where from consi-
derable distances they had assembled, were observed at a
very early hour, awaiting the opening of the doors.

From Mr. Halbec, the superintendent, we received the
greatest kindness, and early on the 24th resumed our
Jjourney. The following Sunday was passed at Uitenhage,
said to be the most healthy, and, certainly, one of the
prettiest towns in this country. It is supplied with
abundance of water—every house stands in a garden, while

B 2



4 JOURNLEY TO THE

a range of neighbouring mountains not only interests
the eye, but creates a cooling breeze, without being
near enough to reflect their heat. The next day, Decem-
ber 2nd, we rode to Bethelsdorp, with which I must own
I was much disappointed—perhaps the recent visit to
Genadenthal might have contributed to this feeling; but
in so old a Missionary Establishment I had anticipated a
greater progress. On the 4th, we reached Graham’s
Town, and I immediately commenced making arrange-
ments for the journey beyond the frontier, by purchasing
waggons, oxen, &c., some horses having already been pro-
cured on the road.

Every thing was completed by the 12th; and on the
afternoon of that day I left Graham’s town, still accom-
panied by my friend, who, anxious to see something of
the interior, proposed continuing with me until we reached
some of the nearest Missionary Stations in Kafirland.
With two new waggons properly appointed, thirty oxen,
and seven horses, accompanied by a young man named
George Cyrus, as an interpreter, we commenced this long
journey; and, as it soon afterwards appeared, it was a
happy circumstance that such despatch in the equipment
had been made, for, had we been delayed but two days
longer, the Kafir war, then on the eve of breaking out,
would have entirely precluded the possibility of crossing
the frontier. While at the Missionary Station on the
Buffalo river (now King William’s Town), an unpleasant
circumstance took place. One of my people, a Bechuana,
who was in charge of the oxen, reported that the whole of

the cattle had been driven off by the natives, and that
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it was with the greatest difficulty he had escaped with-
out the loss of all his clothes, which they had endea-
voured to purloin. On this intelligence, I went imme-
diately, with my interpreter, to Tchatchou, the chief,
acquainted him with what had occurred, and informed
him that, as a stranger, quietly passing through his ter-
ritory, I should look to him to investigate the case, and
recover the cattle. The old man soon gave directions to
one of his principal warriors to accompany me for this
purpose, and furnishing him with a horse, on which he
vaulted, without either saddle or bridle, guiding him only
by the halter, off we both set at full speed, followed by
my interpreter on another horse; and although it was
raining during the whole time, we scoured the country for
two hours, before my warlike companion thought it
desirable to visit the spot where this untoward circum-
stance had taken place. This was a secluded dell, in
which were two huts, almost concealed by rocks and
bushes, and near which a small brook was flowing. The
military talent of our hero was here displayed. While we
had been in chase of every horned animal that appeared
on the surrounding hills, he had ordered a well armed
party to proceed directly to the spot we had now reached,
and on our approach the hamlet was formally invested.
We drew up in front, the chief holding a single assegai
in his hand, while his people, who had come on foot, each
with an ample bundle of these destructive missiles, stood
near, in an attitude of preparation. The men were then

ordered to leave the huts, on which they advanced to a
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small ridge of rocks facing us, the women standing in
groupes about the houses, while a catechetical inquiry
was made respecting the loss of the oxen. Although the
accuser was present for the purpose of identification, and
he actually pointed out the individuals who had driven off
the cattle, still so adroitly was the blame shifted from one
to another, that, tired with the length of the parley, and
annoyed at the utter hopelessless of eliciting truth, I
resolved to refer the final decision to Tchatchou himself ;
and we accordingly returned to the Missionary Station.
Although I had apparently effected nothing, the promp-
titude of the appeal to the chief had so alarmed the
thieves, that, during my absence, the whole of the oxen
had been driven back, and on my arrival were found
snugly deposited in the cattle fold. Anxious to avoid
unnecessary delay, I requested Tchatchou would assemble
his Amapakati (council) betimes ; but although all were
duly seated in a circle in the open air by eight o’clock,
and the business at once commenced upon, at least two
hours were consumed in putting and answering the most
roundabout questions, till at last they so puzzled and
frightened my unfortunate Bechuana (Solomon), that he
was obliged to submit to a fine in clothes and tobacco, for
having, as they termed it, ¢ smeared them,” viz. defamed
their character by representing them as thieves. Tchat-

chou is a most arrant beggar—having expended all his

eloquence in persuading Mr. Berkin to present him with
a pair of shoes, he finished by observing, that he wore two—
why then could he not spare him one? His idea of an
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umbrella was somewhatcurious—my friend having inadver-
tently left his own, a messenger was despatched from the
chief to inquire if he intended to leave his house behind.

Not far from this station is a stream called the Yellow-
wood River, near which we had spanned out for our
mid-day’s halt, but it was soon apparent from the
threatening attitude of the natives, who were collecting
in great numbers, and by no means civil, that an attack
was meditated. At this time I was seated under a tree
on the opposite side of the river to the waggons, occupied
with writing some memoranda, but my fancied retire-
ment was soon broken in upon by a crowd collecting
round me. Anticipating their intention, I immediately
sent off directions to collect the oxen and span in as soon
as possible, but to be careful not to show the least
symptom of alarm or hurry. Something however was
absolutely necessary to divert their attention in the mean
time, and happily my pen-knife, which for peace’ sake I
had consigned to the hand of one of the natives, who
had made frequent signs for it to disencumber his chin,
had to his great disappointment proved ineffectual. The
idea immediately occurred, that, could I succeed in
thoroughly shaving this man, the whole current of feeling
might be changed in our favour. With this expectation
I placed him on the trunk of the tree on which I had
been sitting, and, in spite of the red ochre with which he
was liberally smeared, applied the soap suds and the
razor to such good effect that in a very short time his

barbe of many vears’ growth was entirely removed. To
Yy g y



8 JOURNEY TO THE

follow up the interest and excitement which this unusual
operation had occasioned, a glass was exhibited, that the
patient himself might have ocular demonstration of the
effect, but to my great dismay he pointed to his upper
lip, and seemed sadly disappointed that any portion of
mustachio had survived the operation. All that remained
in this dilemma was to assure him that such was the
usual costume of many of our English warriors : happily
for me this explanation sufficed, for in the state to which
my razor had now been reduced, had anything further
been required it would have been an utter impossibility
to have complied with his wishes. In perfect good
humour the whole party then accompanied me to the
waggons, but here the tempest was still on the ascendant,
and to my no small disappointment the necessary prepa-
rations for moving off were not yet completed. Many
of the expressions which were uttered were sufficiently
ominous, and here for the first time we were informed by
them of the awkward posture of affairs on the frontier.
“One of our chiefs,” they exclaimed, “Tchali’s brother,
has been killed by the white men, and we are resolved
that no more white men shall enter our country; those
who are now here shall remain, but not one more shall
come in”—intimating that they would murder all now
within their territory. One angry word at this moment
would have been fatal to us all. As a dernier resort, and
to eke out the time till the waggons were ready, I proposed
that they should treat us with a war song, with the pro-

mise of some tobacco at the conclusion. This happily
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had the desired effect, while it embodied the current of
their feelings, it acted at the same time like a safety-valve:
they stormed and raved, and to the extent of their lungs
declared that

“ No white man shall drink our milk,
No white man shall eat the bread of our children,
Ho-how—Ho-how—Ho-how.”

This complimentary couplet was so often and so vehe-
mently repeated, that ample time was afforded for
inspanning the oxen of both waggons, and on the first
glimpse of the tobacco their ire was so much subdued
that they sullenly said that we might pass, but we were
the last that should. During all this time the crowd had
been increasing, and when we crossed the river there could
not have been less than two or three hundred men, besides
women ; it was one of those merciful escapes in which the
hand of a gracious God is so eminently conspicuous, and
for which we have great and lasting cause to be thankful.

During our progress through the Amakosa tribes we
occasionally stopped at the traders’ stations, wretched
mud-built hovels, and in so filthy a state, that my surprise
is that any of the inmates ever escaped the most malig-
nant fevers. Contented with two rooms, they inhabited
one while the other (the partition of which as though.
purposely constructed to admit the effluvia, did not reach
within several feet of the roof,) was piled nearly to the
rafters with a collection of hides and horns, the former in
all the intermediate stages from the green to the pickled.

Such an odoriferous mélange of garbage, fat, and filth
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was perhaps never before compacted into so small a
compass, yet were these people seemingly happy, and
sipped their tea and their coffee, and offered the same to
every stranger that passed, with as much frankness and
disregard to their olfactory nerves as though the walls were
of cedar and their floors carpeted with lavender and roses.
Nothing so soon dissipates a romantic dream as one of
these charnel-houses, and never shall I forget the sudden
check which was given to the current of my thoughts
induced by the beauty of the scenery, through which I
was riding one lovely evening, by the shout of a wild
looking Kafir woman emerging from the bushes with a
pair of bullocks’ horns extended in each hand, eagerly
offering them for sale. On learning that I was not a
trader, she reluctantly returned to her hut disappointed,
and doubtless despising me in her heart.

Both at Butterworth and Morley, two of the Wesleyan
Missionary Stations through which we passed, we were
received with great kindness by the Missionaries, Messrs.
Ayliffe and Palmer, and their respective families. Educa-
tion was evidently progressing, and scriptural knowledge
gradually but steadily imparting that light and life which
is the attribute of Him alone who hath said, “My word
which goeth forth out of my mouth shall not return unto
me void ; but it shall accomplish that which I please, and
it shall prosper in the thing whereto 1 send it.” Their
buildings were rude but sufficient ; generally wattled and
plastered with mud, and neatly white-washed, and, sur-
rounded by a collection of bee-hive huts, like an oasis in
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the desert, stood up the salutary mementos of civilisation
in a barbarous land. May their hands be strengthened,
and many more labourers enter the field! Finding that
we were but a day’s ride from the next Missionary Esta-
blishment “Bunting,” the waggons were sent round as
usual, while we crossed the Umtata by a shorter route, and,
entering the Amaponda country, reached the station on
that evening, and were kindly welcomed by Mr. Satchell,
Wesleyan Missionary. During our progress through the
Amakosa Tribes the greatest vigilance was necessary to
prevent the loose articles about the waggons from being
stolen, and so quiet and unexpected were their approaches
on these occasions, that on awaking at day-light I have
frequently espied a Kafir leaving his lurking place beside
the waggon, and that in a spot purposely selected as the
furthest from all habitations. Happily these precautions
were now needless ; no nightly watch is required among the
Amapondas, and had all our valuables been showed on the
ground, not one of them would probably have changed
its owner. Although we had already met with what, in
Europe, would not improperly be termed difficulties, still,
until entering this mountainous district, we were compa-
ratively uninitiated into the toils and troubles of African
waggon travelling, no less than three days having been
occupied in towing our heavy ¢ omniums” to the heights
of the Umzimvoobo, a distance, which, by a shorter route,
I was enabled to ride in a few hours. Here another more
formidable difficulty presented itself; the river, about
the size of the Thames at Kew, was full, and for some
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days had been impassable, and as this was the rainy
season, we were given to understand that we were likely
to be impeded for some time on the banks of two other
large rivers on the way to Port Natal. Already tired of
the slow progress we were making, and anxious to obviate,
if possible, these protracted delays, I resolved to pack a suf-
ficient number of oxen, and proceed with them on horse-
back, leaving the waggons to follow as they could. Ior
this purpose I returned to Bunting, but although hide sacks
were prepared, noses bored, and oxen practised, all was
unavailing, for on setting out from the bivouac still upon
the Umzimvoobo heights, and certainly overlooking one of
the most enchanting views I have ever beheld, many of
the burdens were ejected within a few hundred yards of
the spot, and, for want of proper pack-saddles, it became
evident that nothing but damage could be effected by this
means. As the river was still high horses were substituted
for oxen, and in a couple of days more every preparation
was completed. In one of these rides backwards and
forwards to the Umzimvoobo I met with a curious
rencontre. It had been reported in the morning that
Faku, the ruling chief of the Amapondas, was going
out to war, and when on the heights about two miles from
his residence, a large body of armed people appeared to
occupy the very ridge over which I had to pass. The
sun had set, and it was too dark to ascertain their actua]
numbers or movements, but from the hurried manner in
which they were at this moment joined by another party

rapidly descending a neighbouring hill, there was every
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reason to suppose that they were either on the eve of a
battle, or in actual conflict.

Being only attended by a native servant, I thought it
would be but prudent to edge off a little from the path
before we came upon them, in order to avoid passing too
near; but, unable to explain my wishes in time, I rode
on, well knowing the ill effects of even the appearance of
hesitation in a time of danger. It was an animating
sight; we passed within a few paces of the principal
warriors, who stood out before the main body, leaning
upon their shields, decorated with their plumes and war
dresses. Many were seated round fires kindled in the
centre, near which a herd of cattle were collected, evi-
dently a recent capture. Not a word was uttered as we
passed, but many women on the outskirts of the party
were observed in groups seated among the thorn bushes,
whispering to each other, as though anxiously awaiting
the result.

On my return, the following day, I found Faku sitting
in great state under the shade of shields held up to pro-
tect his head from the sun. An immense concourse was
assembled, all seated on the ground, while an interesting
trial was going on ; the accused, a tall and athletic man,
with a dignified appearance, whom I afterwards under-
stood was a ‘“rain maker,” standing before them on his
personal defence. I reined in my horse, and for a few
minutes stopped to observe this truly characteristic scene,
being much struck with the coolness and manly bearing

of the defendant, who still proceeded in his harangue.
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On this Faku rose from the assembly, and coming up, I
dismounted to receive his usual congratulation, a shake
of the hand, with which he now always obliges his white
friends. He was attired in a handsome leopard skin
mantle, in this country the insignia of rank, which so
remarkably became his tall and commanding person, that
when he turned from me to resume his seat among the
councillors, he looked the very beau ideal of an African
chief.

It appeared that the “rain maker” in question had
been sadly rebellious; and in consequence of his cus-
tomary presents in cattle having for some time been
withheld, had plainly declared his intention of restrain-
ing the clouds, and thereby preventing the rain from
falling. For this high misdemeanour the armed party
which I fell in with yesterday had been ordered to secure
his person, and seize upon his cattle; and he was now
permitted to plead his own cause,—the issue of which
would be either life or death. I have since understood
that he was acquitted. It is a singular coincidence, that
this affair took place but a few days subsequent to a
conversation which I had with Faku on that very
subject, which was elicited by his asking me to procure
rain. On that occasion he also gave me what no doubt
he deemed very wholesome advice, informing me that the
Zoolus were “an angry people—that they would kill me—
and that I had better not enter their country.” Mr.
Berken having finally determined to extend his journey
to Port Natal, now kindly proposed taking charge of the
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waggons, and bringing them on as fast as the rivers, &c.,
would admit. On the 14th of January he accompanied
me to the opposite bank of the Umzimvoobo, now
fordable, where for the present we parted, much to my
regret ; and with five horses, three packed, the other two
for myself and my interpreter, and two natives, I set
forward to traverse a country uninhabited for nearly
one hundred and eighty miles. Although our pro-
gress was more rapid than by the former mode, it
soon became evident that the small quantity of provisions
which could be carried upon the pack-horses, one of which
was laden with a bell-tent, would not suffice even for our
reduced party. I therefore determined to push forward
with my interpreter to a small village, described to be
but a short distance on the other side of the Umzimeoolu,
and within a day’s journey on horseback from the spot
where we then were. The waggon track, they said, would
direct ; and as it generally followed the line of coast,
occasionally descending to the beach, there could be little
danger of losing the way. All thisseemed so far feasible ;
and as the account of Calichana, one of my servants, was
corroborated by two natives, whom we met about this time
on their way from Port Natal to the Amaponda country,
I set out as Jight as possible on Monday the 20th, but a
more disagreeable journey I never had. The first dif-
ficulty was to find the continuation of the road (if such a
few waggon tracks might be termed), after descending to
the beach, where all traces of wheels were of course

entirely obliterated, and which was no easy matter, where
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hippopotami paths worn though the sand-hills, and tangled
vegetation, were not only numerous, but frequently more
inviting than the overgrown avenues we should have
threaded. On one of these occasions, as it might be
expected, we did not discover the error until, guided by
the huge tenants of these jungles, we found ourselves in
the very heart of a morass, and, strange to say, at the
same instant, although widely apart, both horses sunk to
their haunches. In both instances it was a work of
labour to set them again upon their feet; but my poor
mare was so completely embedded, that it wasonly by the
process of mining, and that with our hands, and eventunally
applying leather thongs to each fetlock, and heaving each
limb separately out by main force, that she was at length
extricated from a spot where she had left a perfect cast of
her own dimensions. But still we were off the road—the
night was approaching, and by wandering further we
might only increase the difficulty; as soon, therefore, as
we had reached a situation which might safely be called
terra firma, 1 selected the most eligible bush, and knee-
haltering the horses, prepared for our nightly bivouac,
when just at this time, to my great relief, the road was
discovered at no great distance. The night proved rainy,
and I rose completely drenched. e had already passed
several rivers, and on the following day reached the banks
of one, which, from its size and rapidity, there could be no
doubt was the Umzimcoolu. Finding it impassable at
the mouth, I rode round, guided by a footpath, to an

upper ford, about three miles distant, but even then,
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appeared mno possibility of getting across. Returning
to the former station we both endeavoured, by wading
among the rocks and sand banks, to discover a passage, but
without success. A very reduced allowance of biscuit and
cheese, with a little brandy, had been my only fare since
leaving the baggage, and even this was now entirely
expended ; however we slept well under the shade of some
strelitza trees (very similar to wild banana) having
shared the last morsel of cheese to the very rind, which
constituted our frugal supper.

Scarcely had daylight appeared the next morning, than
every expedient was resorted to for the supply of our wants.
The hook of my horse’s curb chain was bent and sharpened;
strands of rope were unlaid for a fishing line, the ground
‘was ransacked for worms and the rocks for muscles to be
employed as bait—but one of the latter only was found,
and either scared by or despising our novel fishing tackle,
not one of the finny tribe could be induced to bite. Equally
unhappy were all our endeavours to waylay the hippopo-
tami, whose provoking traces were so fresh when we awoke,
that, from the marks they had left in the sand, they could
not have passed many yards from our retreat. Even the
birds deserted us, and all that my interpreter could procure
with his gun was three sand larks, which I did not taste.
The next morning, the 22nd, it occurred to me that it
would be advisable to ascertain once more the state of the
river at the upper ford ; and with this intention, I mounted
my horse, but, on approaching the spot, I can hardly
express my joy and surprise at perceiving Solomon, the

c
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Bechuana lad, perched like a monkey upon the back of one
of the baggage horses, and midway in the stream urging
the animal to the opposite bank. On perceiving that the
river was fordable, I merely directed them to await my
return, and rode back with all speed to communicate the
joyful news, and offer a prayer of thanks to the Author
of all our mercies. It was long before we were all across
—my poor mare sank in a quicksand when about half
way, and, being too weak to extricate herself, was obliged
to be shot to avoid the inevitable fate of drowning, on the
rise of the tide which flows above this point ; and before
we could proceed beyond the thick belt of high reeds which
margins the stream on both sides, so heavy a shower de-
scended, that in a few minutes we were all thoroughly wet.

Nothing could have been more providential than my
visiting the upper ford at the time I did ; had it been but a
quarter of an hour earlier they would not have arrived —
had it been as much later, both would have passed, and
they would have proceeded, as they said, straight for Port
Natal, concluding that we were still in advance. That we
also might have found our way to Port Natal is not im-
probable, had we not been famished by the way. My mare
I had always regarded as a dernier resort, but we could
have carried little of the meat, and even under the most
favourable circumstances, our sufferings might have been
extreme before we had gained an inhabited spot. It has
been a lesson to me ever since never to take the advice of a
native—their descriptions of localities are always vague—

they cannot calculate distances, and they are so little
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acquainted with the average speed of horses, which they
invariably exaggerate, that nine times out of ten they will
most innocently and undesignedly mislead the traveller
who reposes the least confidence in their information. So
far from reaching the wished for village at the distance of
an hour or two from-the Umzimcoolu, as represented,
it took us nearly a day and a half hard travelling, but the
wind was so high, and the rain so constant, that our pro-
gress was greatly impeded. In order to save time, both
the tent and the fagged horse which carried it, were left
on the road; indeed, the rain had beat in through the
canvas so unsparingly the preceding night, that we felt
the less reluctant to part with so uncertain a shelter.
During the whole of this night, (the 23rd,) the rain never
once intermitted, and even the trees, under which we were
bivouaced, only added to our discomfort. No fire could
possibly be kindled—a little brown sugar, the only supply
that remained, was all that we had tasted for two days,—
wet and hungry, and without a dry thread to change, I
was apprehensive of the consequences of sleeping in such
a condition, and although obliged often to beat my body
to prevent being overcome by sleep, I succeeded in my
endeavour to keep erect upon my feet until the morning,
and, although still raining, I must own I never hailed the
first streaks of early day with a greater feeling of delight.
In crossing a small rocky stream the next morning, one of
the horses was swept down into a deep place, and nearly
drowned before the pack could be removed ; we soon after
reached the village, and our wants were readily supplied
c2
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with Indian corn, and native bread made from the same
grain. The next large river, the Umcamas, being reported
at this time as high and rapid, I purchased two head of
cattle, and, with the skins sewn together with sinew and ex-
tended over alight wooden frame composed of rough poles,
constructed a very respectable looking canoe, with which
we started on the 28th, the frame borne on the heads of four
men hired for the purpose, and the covering placed upon
the back of one of the horses ; two men had been previously
despatched for the horse and tent, but had not returned
at the time of our departure, and I was unwilling to delay
another day on that account. It was about sunset when we
reached the river, the canoe, however, was soon equipped
and launched, the hide having been first well soaked in
order to fill up the seams. As none of the party were in
the slightest degree acquainted with the management of
a boat, and the whole thing even to me was an eiperiment,
I merely took a few necessary articles, and shoved off alone,
unwilling to risk any thing until the merits of my new
vessel had been properly tried. Although the paddles
were of the roughest description, I gained the landing
place on the opposite side without difficulty, and, depositing
my cargo, started again in the hope of conveying the re- |
mainder across, but here it became necessary to ascend the |
stream, which all my labour could not effect, and after toil-
ing for a considerable time, I was at last obliged to give it
up, and make again for the opening in the reeds which I
had just left, and which I gained partly by the assistance

of a native who accompanied us from the village, for the
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purpose of conveying the baggage across upon reeds, should
every other method fail. The fact was, the current had
swept me past the landing-place, and although I had gained
the reeds near the bank, still the water was deep, and it
was necessary to tow up the canoe, partly by their stems
and partly by wading, before I could again effect a land-
ing. Had there been people sufficient for the operation,
the communication might even now have been kept up by
carrying the canoe round to a spot higher up the stream,
and thence crossing diagonally to the station where the party
still remained. But as I had the only good swimmer of the
party with me, and all the rest were alarmed by the num-
bers of alligators which infest this river, nothing more
could be done than- to haul her up to the top of the bank.
Having no provisions with me, excepting a little damaged
sugar, urged by the qualms of hunger I at length per-
suaded my companion to entrust himself again to the
watery element in quest of a loaf of bread. It was now
quite dark, and he had been so long absent, that I feared
some accident had happéned to him, or that, tired of these
aquatic excursions at so unseasonable an hour, he had
very quietly left me to make the best of my advanced
position. In truth it was no enviable one. I was stand-
ing in a gap among reeds considerably above my head,
among which on both sides of me, and certainly from the
loudness of their snorting and hard breathing, not many
yards distant, the hippopotami were so thick that I stood
with my paddle uplifted, every instant expecting a rush
to be made. Willing to ascertain my probable fate, I called
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out to the people on the opposite bank, to inform me
whether or not I was to expect an attack from these unwel-
come visiters, but to this anxious inquiry no reply reached
my ears *. At length my swimming friend appeared, but
without the expected loaf; all had been disposed of before
his arrival. My canister of sugar was again resorted to,
and with the zest of a school-boy ; I first rewarded the
native for his trouble with a little of the saccharine paste,
for such was its present consistency, and then scooped out
a portion for my supper. Although no longer annoyed
by hippopotami, I soon felt far more sensibly disturbed by
an insignificant animal which here abounds in millions.
For some time I attempted to sleep in the canoe, but the
mosquitos were too active to render that possible ; a grove
of trees higher up was then tried, but even there no respite
was to be found—at last, driven from place to place, I sank
down exhausted upon the wet grass at a distance from the
bushes, and there without a covering contrived to sleep
until the morning. Our river guide was now in active opera-
tion, and with much ingenuity he soon constructed a sort
of reed pontoon on which the baggage was placed, and
swimming with one hand, and urging forward his bundle of
reeds with the other, he conveyed in this manner the whole
of the articles across, of course the greater part of them
dripping wet. The form, as shown in plate, No. 1, Fig. 1,
is not unlike that of a boat, the.two short sticks are for
the purpose of attaching the articles to be conveyed, and to

* T have since understood that they will attack even on shore, but
that very rarely, and generally in self-defence.




ZOOLU COUNTRY. 23

enable the person swimming at the side to prevent it from
rolling over.

As soon as my horse had been conveyed across, and one
of the canoe-bearers as a guide, I proceeded without delay
to Port Natal, in the hope of procuring another horse, and
sending back supplies for the party. On that evening,
the 29th, about sunset, I reached Port Natal, and was
kindly received by Mr. Collis, the principal trader, and
on the following afternoon my interpreter joined me, but
with no very agreeable news. Either the men had been
alarmed, or the horses became unmanageable in the water
—probably from both causes, two pack horses had broken
loose, and were represented as having been carried rapidly
down by the current, where, from the peculiar nature of
the banks, there can be little hope of their extricating
themselves until swept into the sea. I felt thankful that
no human life had been lost, which, from the gravity of
the announcement, I had reason to apprehend. Without
waiting for the men who were left to search for the horses,
I procured a waggon, and, with a sufficient supply of pro-
visions, continued my journey on the 31st. But we had
not proceeded more than ten miles, before we were again
stopped by the Umgani, a river of some size, but inferior
to the two last, which had impeded our progress, each of
which are equal in width to the Umzimvoobo. The
water was not then rising, and as the following day was
Sunday, there was every expectation that it would abate
sufficiently to admit of the waggon’s crossing ; in this, how-

ever, we were mistaken. On Sunday afternoon it was
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again on the ascendant; and as but a few inches more
would render it impassable even for horses, I felt the
necessity of either immediately effecting the passage, or
waiting an indefinite time until it became practicable.
Although reluctant to infringe upon the sacred hours of
this day, it appeared to be one of those urgent cases in which
the duty was obvious; by the assistance, therefore, of Mr.
Stubbs (a hunter), who knew the river, and the natives of
a neighbouring village, who conveyed the baggage across
on their heads, I quitted the waggon, and slept in one of
the huts, about three quarters of a mile distant. The
next morning, February 2nd, I set out, accompanied by
my interpreter, and three natives carrying the baggage,
to traverse an uninhabited district of about seventy miles
to the T'ugala, which we reached on the following even-
ing, having slept in the open air about mid-way on the
preceding night. Long before we reached the river, the
hills in the Zoolu country were visible, and I never shall
forget the interest with which I perceived the first curl of
smoke rising from a distant village in that direction.
Many were the reflections which at that moment passed
my mind, and the nearer we approached the more anxious
I became to cross the narrow boundary, and feel that I
was standing upon Zoolu ground, and in the midst of a
people I had been so desirous to visit.

On this side of the river, now considered the southern
limit of that country, there are, indeed, a few scattered
villages of a Zoolu tribe, called, in derision by their late
sovereign (Charka), Amanpici (literally wolf people), on
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account of their alleged ill conduct in one of his cam-
paigns ; but the entire population does not exceed three
or four hundred, residing near the banks and in the
neighbourhood of the ford.

The chief of this small clan, Mambayendi, made his
appearance the next morning, but not even his authority,
nor the more direct assistance of some European hunters,
who, with their waggons, were stationed here at the time,
could avail in conveying the two horses across the swollen
stream, now at its height, and which had already been
unfordable for a considerable time. Happily for me, two
of the hunting party were still on the opposite side, where
a rudely constructed skin canoe was hauled up for their
convenience, among the reeds. This, after a certain
expenditure of breath and trial of lungs, was at last
forthcoming, and sculled across; by this means, in two
trips, myself, my interpreter, and a native named Um-
pondombeeni, ordered by Mambayendi to accompany
me, one saddle and bridle, and a certain proportion of
baggage, were conveyed across. After performing thus
much, the exertion was found too great to bring over a
party of baggage-bearers who were to have accompanied
me: and as for the horses, the very attempt would in all
probability have cost the lives of the boatmen, so that
this was at once abandoned. Indeed, when I consider
the rapidity of the stream—the number of alligators—
and the construction of the canoe, in shape like a reversed
tortoise-shell, and scarcely two inches from the water at

the gunwale, with the extraordinary revolutions which
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we made during the Z7agetf, that we ourselves were landed
in safety was a providential circumstance, and which at
one time I scarcely thought possible. But I forgot all,
in finding myself on Zoolu ground, and thanked my God
for having thus far prospered my way. On reaching a
village about one mile and a half distant, where we slept, I
made every endeavour through the numzana (head man)
to procure baggage bearers for the journey ; but although
I had been informed on the other side that here they
could more readily be hired, there seemed little prospect
of success. The views from this side are beautiful—both
are hilly ; but on that we had just left the mimosas and
other trees are very luxuriant, while this is comparatively
bare, and when seen in connexion with the river, which
winds among rocky banks, the prospect is very striking.
It was late the next morning (the 5th) before we could
move forward, and then only with temporary bearers, to
a neighbouring village, and one horse, which happen-
ing to be on this side, I hired for the remainder of
the journey. When we reached the next village, the
same difficulty respecting the transport of the baggage
again occurred, and finding the matter hopeless among
these petty numzanas, I sent, as recommended by the
headman here, for the necessary permission to the In-
doona of a large military town not far distant, without
whose sanction, it appeared, these inferior chiefs were
reluctant to take the responsibility of assisting e with
men. The sun had nearly set, when the messenger

returned to inform me that a sufficient number of men
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would be appointed, but that the Indoona had expressed
his surprise that I had not first applied to him.
Circumstanced as I now was, a perfect stranger in a
strange country, with only two attendants, my interpreter,
and a Zoolu, of whom as yet I knew nothing, I consi-
dered it would be the height of imprudence to allow
even the appearance of a misunderstanding to exist ;
accordingly, much against the inclination of my party
as also of the villagers, who, by exaggerating the distance
and the difficulties of walking in the dark, dissuaded me
from proceeding until the morning, I immediately set out,
and reached the town (Clomanthleen Inthlopi) before
the Indoona (Nongalaza) had retired. He was seated
on the ground, in front of his hut, and in the middle of
a half circle of the principal people, all decorated with
thick brass ringsround their throats, and a few also on the
right arm.  He received me with great civility, appeared
surprised at my travelling so late, and ordered a bundle
or two of imphi (a spurious sugar _cane, much cultivated
throughout the country,) to be placed before us for pre-
sent consumption. My want of proper attendants seemed
to excite their curiosity, which the state of the rivers
sufficiently explained, and, after a long conversation in
the open air, in which it was recommended that I should
remain until their sovereign Dingarn had been apprised
of my arrival, we were shown to our huts, which were
larger and neater than any I had yet seen. During my
stay here, the whole regiment, for this is one of the
eskiandas or barrack towns, were often assembled without
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the fence, to practise their songs and dances preparatory to
exhibiting in their turn before Dingarn, at his residence,
Unkiinginglove. As these, with the various evolutions,
were exactly similar to those which I afterwards witnessed
on a larger scale, although there could not have been less
than eight or nine hundred men present, I shall post-
pone the description, as also of the intermediate country
to the capital, which will be more circumstantially
described hereafter in the journal. WWhen about half
way, a petty chief arrived with orders to conduct me to
the capital, and to kill a beast for us at the first place
where he should meet us. Dingarn had expressed his
desire that I should proceed, saying, that “I was his
white man, and must make haste.” I shall now proceed
at once to my first view of Unkiinginglove on the after-
noon of the 10th. This was obtained from a rocky hill,
covered with aloes and mimosas, intermixed with several
large cauliflower-shaped euphorbia trees, growing to the
height of sixty or seventy feet. Having descended to a
beautiful spot, a continuation of the same ridge to which
I had pushed forward, for the sake of quietly enjoying
a scene, to me so fraught with interest, I dismounted
under a wooded knoll, whence the circular fence of the
town appeared like a distant race-course on the left,
while a range of rugged mountains, one remarkably
table-topped, rising towards the north, hemmed in the
prospect on the opposite side. Near this point the road
branched off, one path leading to the principal gate of the

town, and the other to the Issicordlo, or king’s quarter,
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but which I had not perceived among the trees. As no
voices were heard, and after waiting an ample time no
traces of the party could be seen, I concluded that they
must have passed unperceived, and accordingly made the
best of my way by the only well-worn path that I could
discern, and which I could distinctly trace to the very
fence of the town. On reaching a shallow stream, which
1 forded, I suddenly found myself surrounded by thirty or
forty women, who, laughing and shouting as they went,
accompanied me as I proceeded towards a gate in the
outer fence of the town, still under the idea that the party
were in advance, and fearing that I should be deprived of
the advantages of an interpreter at the very time when
his services would be the most needed. At this moment,
a person suddenly came up, and seizing the bridle of
my horse, without further ceremony, turned him short
round. The effect was so immediate and unexpected,
that I did not at first recognise the individual, and struck
at his hand with a stick ; but in a moment I found that
it was my servant, Umpondombeeni, and from the hurry
of his demeanour, and the intense anxiety he portrayed
by his countenance, felt at once convinced that all was
not right. Submitting therefore to his guidance, he soon
conducted me to the party, anxiously awaiting my return
upon the road which I should have taken, and where I
found many of the b‘-‘wggage-bearers actually in tears, and
all under the highest state of agitation and alarm.

No causeless fears were theirs, for had I proceeded and

entered by the gate I was approaching, they would all, it
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appears, by the custom of the country have atoned for
my mistake by their lives, and, as it was, there was still
an apprehension that some at least would be capitally
punished. We soon after entered the town, and on appli-
cation to the principal Indoona (Umthlella) two huts not
far from his own dwelling were appointed, into one of
which I was not sorry to creep after the fatigues of the
journey, having walked and ridden alternately since
leaving the Tugala.

A bundle of imphi and a large bowl of outchualla
(native beer) was sent to my hut by order of Dingarn, and
a messenger soon after signified his wish to see me.
Crossing the area of the circular town, acccompanied by
the chief who had been despatched by Dingarn to conduct
me to the capital, we were desired to sit at a short distance
from the fence which surrounds the Issigordlo (or palace).
After a little pause the bust only of a very stout person-
age appeared above the fence, which I was soon informed
was the despot himself ; he eyed me for a considerable time
with the utmost gravity without uttering a word; at ‘
last pointing to an ox that had been driven near, he said,
“There is the beast I give you to slaughter,” and on this
important announcement he disappeared. The carcasses
of several oxen, recently killed, were at this time lying in
separate .heaps not far from the gate of his fence, the
quarters divided and piled one upon another, and in order,
no doubt, to exhibit at once his wealth and his munificence;
he again appeared slowly emerging from the arched gate-

way, and advancing with a measured step to the nearest
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animal mound. Instantly he was surrounded by fourteen
or fifteen men who ran from a distance and crouched
before him; a word and a nod were then given, and as
quickly they arose and carried off the meat at full speed,
holding it up the whole way with extended arms, and
singing as they went. Another heap was then approached,
and as sytematically distributed, and so on until the whole
had been conveyed away in a similar pantomimic manner.
Dingarn was habited in a blue dungaree cloak relieved by
a white border and devices at the back; the train swept the
ground, and, although tarnished and worn, well became his
height and portly figure. The soldiers’ meat having now
been duly apportioned, he slowly approached the place
where we were seated, and in solemn silence stood motion-
less like a statue before me until a chair was brought from
within, when he at last sat down and commenced a long
conversation. His first inquiries were respecting the
conduct of the guides, who were also present, seated in a
group, but who were readily pardoned on the assurance
which I gave that if blame were attached it must entirely
rest with me, as I had mistaken the road while in advance
of the party. He then requested to know the object of
my visit, which I found great difficulty in explaining.
That my views were not in any degree connected with
trade he could undeystand, but what was God, and God’s
word, and the nature of the instruction I proposed, were
subjects which he could not at all comprehend. In order
to give him some illustration, I related a few of the

leading circumstances which in other heathen countries
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had led to the worship of God, and contrasted their
superior character, and the many advantages which they
possessed since their reception of Christianity, with their
former condition. He asked if his people could learn also,
and seemed to regard the whole as an impossibility. The
subject of the presents was then adverted to ; but on this
unfortunately I had little to say, but that they were on
their way, and 1 hoped would arrive safely ; still he was
not satisfied until I had not only enumerated every article,
but entered into a minute description of each. The
mention of a red cloak quite filled his mind, and seemed
likely to suit his fancy more than all the rest. He then
asked if my king’s name was George, and, on the mention
of our gracious Sovereign, inquired how he governed his
people. 'With so many decided proofs of despotism
around, I considered this as rather a delicate question,
and therefore avoided the circumstance of parliamentary
interference altogether, by informing him that King
William governed his people by means of his great men.
He smiled and seemed evidently to regard even this as
an inconvenient approximation to popular institutions.
Finding that he had now sufficiently relaxed in state
reserve, I thought it a favourable opportunity again to
revert to the subject of teaching, and requested permission
to build a house for that purpose; but this was a knotty
point, the objections to which I had yet to learn; no
denial however was given, and I took my leave with a full
understanding that a person should accompany me on the

following day to direct me in the selection of the spot.
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Dingarn had already expressed a desire to see “the Book,”
of which I had spoken so much, and now reminded me to
bring it with me on my next visit.

For three days subsequently he was unwell, and on the
second sent to apologise for not seeing me. My next
interview was in the Issigordlo, where I found the King
reclining on a head-stool at the door of his house, before
which I was desired to seat myself on a mat. His first
question was whether I had brought “the Book,” on
which my pocket testament was produced, and at his
desire delivered into his hand; but, after turning over the
leaves with much curiosity for a few minutes, returned to
me again. On requesting that I would then read the
words of the Book, I read in order a number of passages
previously selected, as exhibiting the nature and penalty of
sin, the power and omniscience of God, and the awful day
of account when he will judge the world in righteousness.
At the conclusion he asked several very pertinent ques-
tions, such as,—*‘ Where is God? How did he give his
Word? Who will be judged at the last day? What
nations will appear? Will mine be there? Shall I live
for ever if I learn his Word?” Two women only were in
his house, and but one chief attended me, so that it might
be considered a confidential meeting, and to me was parti-
cularly interesting. Before I left I reminded him of his
promise respectirg the house, on which he inquired if the
open court in which I was then standing would do, and
from the friendly manner in which it was expressed, 1
almost thought it possible that he might take my hint,

D .
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and roof it in for the purpose, but now for the first time
he mentioned a reference to the Indoonas as requisite
before this matter could be finally decided. Hitherto I had
been treated with great civility by all, but an unaccountable
change was now but too apparent. Although the govern-
ment is absolute, a considerable share of power is vested
in the hands of the two principal Indoonas of the nation,
who are always consulted and generally supposed to
sanction every important measure of their sovereign, and
in this manner it becomes a convenient triumvirate, con-
tracting or expanding its powers within itself according
to the humour of the ruling despot. These two important
personages, Umthlella and T'ambooza, I must now intro-
duce—the one a chief of hereditary rank, of a slight person,
and a mild and intelligent countenance; the other suffi-
ciently indicating, without the science of Lavater, a
character for tyranny and insolence but too exactly
corresponding with his scowling profile. From some cause
or other of which I was perfectly unconscious, unless it
was my determination not to make confidants of either,
but to treat only with the King on the object of my visit,
they not only treated me about this time with every
indignity, but by their rude example induced the people
to accost us with insolence, and often to salute us with
opprobrious epithets as we passed. Even my walks were
disturbed, and often, while seated under my favourite tree *,

* This extraordinary tree, of which I have only met with a few,
has no leaves, but the branches protrude numbers of green pipes con-
taining a milky liquid, as represented in Plate 4, Fig. 5.
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about three quarters of a mile from the town, a message
would be sent in the King’s name to desire that I would
immediately return. On one of these occasions my inter-
preter happened to be near Umthlella’s house when the
order was issued, and heard Tambooza’s further instruc-
tions that in case I should not willingly come they were
to drag me along. Doubtful how far they had the power,
or to what extent they might be acting under the King’s
directions—as I had not been able to approach him for
some days, and they assured me that without their
sanction I should not have another interview—I thought
it prudent to bear all without reproaching them, with a
full intention -of stating the whole circumstances to
Dingarn on the very first opportunity that should occur.
Nothing seemed to gratify them more than to find that I
returned to the town when thus summarily ordered, or to
announce on my application to Umthlella for the cause of
this intrusion that they had directed it, palliating the
affront by merely saying that they wished me to sit down
and talk with them. So systematic was this species of
persecution, that on one occasion, as I was leaving the
town, one of the inferior Indoonas, a very powerful man,
more than six feet high, took me by the shoulder and
attempted to obstruct my passage in the gate. I imme-
diately walked up to Umthlella and Tambooza, seated
with .. group of people round them, not far distant, and
inquired if it was by their sanction that strangers were
thus ill treated. The only reply was that they had sent him
to call me, as they wished me to join them, and converse.
D2
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Supposing that the non-appearance of the presents
might have greatly contributed to place me in my pre-
sent dilemma, I waived the opportunity which soon after
occurred, of making a direct complaint to Dingarn, and
contented myself with hinting the advantage of sending
a messenger to Port Natal, to ascertain whether the waggon
had yet arrived ; adding that, should that be the case, the
presents might be forwarded without delay. This arrange-
ment was no sooner proposed, than messengers were
appointed ; and by this means I also succeeded in send-
ing a letter to England, which, under my present circum-
stances, was a great relief. Had this letter reached its
destination, it would have been a singular production.
It was written upon the only half sheet of paper that I
possessed, by the light of a lamp made by placing native
butter in a small calabash, and inserting a rag wick. Some
essidoodo (my usual meal) supplied the paste for a wafer.
The shed hoof of a calf is not a bad substitute for a lamp
when a calabash cannot be procured. On this occasion I
fully thought some treachery was meditated. Umthlella
had again taken upon himself to send for me, and on reach-
ing his hut, I hesitated, when required to enter, begging that
he would himself come out. The messenger who had called
me, and whom I knew to be a principal person, assured
me that Umthlella was alone in the hut, but, to my sur-
prise, on crawling in, the sides were lined with men.
Unmthlella commenced a long preamble, by informing me,
as he had often done before, that Tambooza and himself

were the King’s eyes and ears, and that all matters of
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importance must be first notified to them before they
could be expressed to him. He then pointed to the mes-
sengers about to proceed to Port Natal, and who were
then present, saying, that whatever message 1 wished
them to take must be delivered to them now. There
appeared to be no alternative, and, surrounded as I was
by so unexpected a party, I delivered a short message,
reserving the remainder for a note, which was given to
them on their departure. From this time, matters gra-
dually assumed a more pacific character: they had in
vain attempted to wear out my patience; and, probably,
finding that they could not irritate me into any overt act
of retaliation, the system of annoyance was dropped, and
the change in their manner so apparent, that I cannot but
think they had received some positive rebuke from Din-
garn on the subject. DMy interviews with the King were
now more frequent; but although I made it a point
never to leave him without giving him a hint respecting
my desire to commence teaching his people, and construct-
ing a house for the purpose, no decisive answer could
ever be extracted—that he would take an opportunity of
consulting with the Indoonas, was the invariable reply.
Since my return to Port Natal, the following story has
been related to e, which, I doubt not, has operated
much to my disadvantage, and will in a great measure
acco.nt for the recent strange conduct of the two Indoonas.
—Jacob, the native interpreter of ‘the late Lieutenant
Favewell, who was the first settler at Port Natal, from

some cause became greatly incensed against the settlers,



38 JOURNEY TO THE

and took every opportunity to prejudice them in the eyes
of Charka, at that time the sovereign of this country.
He assured him that a white man, assuming the character
of a teacher or missionary, would arrive among them, and
obtain permission to build a house; that, shortly after, he
would be joined by one or two more white men ; and in
the course of time, an army would enter his country,
which would subvert his government, and, eventually, the
white people would rule in his stead.

One afternoon, while occupied in what may be esteemed
a very puerile amusement, planning out the rooms of a
house, with stones laid together on the ground on the
spot, which (if permission could be obtained) I had
selected for the mission buildings, a messenger, running and
breathless, came to inform me that Dingarn was waiting
to see me. I found the King seated near the fence
of some detached houses at the back of the Issigordlo,
where I was joined by my interpreter, who informed me
that several messengers had already been despatched for
me in different directions. Dingarn appeared in high
good-humour, but with a degree of mystery which rather
prepared me for some strange antic. He began some
trifling conversation to eke out the time, when suddenly
the head of a column of the most grotesque looking figures
debouched from their ambush on the right, and marched
past four deep, raising and lowering their bent arms, as
though in the act of tugging at steeple bell-ropes, and
repeating two lines of a song as they passed, which may

be thus translated :—
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« Arise, vulture !
Thou art the bird that eateth other birds.”

When they had passed and repassed in this order,
they appeared again, broken into irregular companies,
according to the colour of their dresses,—and seeing that
I admired the arrangement of the heads, with which they
were literally covered, they were ordered to advance in
files, and approach nearer, that their dresses might be
inspected. They proved to be no other than the King’s
women, about ninety in number, decorated as they usually
are previous to the army taking the field. Their faces
were veiled with pendents of beads, with which also the
petticoat was covered, forming an elegant checkered
pattern, while their throats and arms were adorned
with large brass rings. Some wore short cloaks also
covered with different-coloured beads, and all two strange
head feathers, which gave them a very uncouth appear-
ance. For women, they seemed to be in a high state of
discipline, and rather enjoyed the display than otherwise ;
and Dingarn seemed highly gratified at the well-merited
encomiums which I paid to his taste, every one of these
devices having originated in his fertile imagination. It
was nearly dark before this extraordinary exhibition was
ended, Dingarn, during the latter part, frequently turning
round, and addressing me thus :—‘ Are we not a merry
people? What black nations can vie with us? Who
among them can dress as we do?” It was some of these
ladies whom I met on my first approach to the town,
after missing my party—they had then been bathing;
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but I have frequently met large parties of them carrying
burdens for the use of the Issigordlo, and more than once
seen them march out, with Dingarn at their head, and
employ themselves in weeding his corn and imphi grounds,

while he inspected the crop.
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CHAPTER 1L

My mind was much relieved by the return of the
messengers, who not only brought the welcome intelligence
of Mr. Berken’s safe arrival with the waggons at Port
Natal, but some substantial proofs of my integrity to
Dingarn in the long-promised presents, some of which,
indeed, had so deteriorated in their various submersions
by the way, that they were scarcely produceable, while, to
my great satisfaction, that which was most prized, the
red cloak, was in the best preservation. For the selection
of this article, which was composed of red baize, with a
long silky nap, such as is often used in lining the collars
of boat cloaks, I am indebted to Mr. Fynn, who kindly
recommended it to me, in Grahamn’s Town, as a descrip-
tion of cloth in colour and texture more likely to please
his Zoolu Majesty than any other that could be procured ;
and, certainly, no advice could have been more correctly
given. No sooner was it opened, than it was displayed in
every possible manner; first, on the King’s shoulders,
then on one of his servants, who was ordered to turn and
twist about in all directions, that its every bearing and
fold might be shown off to the best advantage; it was
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then stretched to its widest extent, and two men, hold-
ing it up at arm’s length, were directed to run at full
speed backwards and forwards, that he might witness its
appearance while flowing in the air; at length, for some
minutes it was hung upon the fence opposite his own
house, that the curiosity of the people who were viewing
it from a distance might be satisfied. Strange to say,
after all this display, he never even wore it, but has had it
carefully preserved ever since for the Grand National
Assembly at the Feast of the First Fruits, which takes
place annually about the first week in January. In the
evening I received the important information, by special
messenger, that it was neither too long nor too short, but
exactly suited.

Dingarn, with all his barbarity, is dearly fond of a joke,
and one morning sent for me and my interpreter, for the
sole purpose of affording some amusement. The open
court which surrounds his house, into which we were
admitted, was lined with seventy or eighty women, seated
on mats, while he himself was standing on an earth
mound, about the size of an ant-hill (shaped as in Plate 1,
fig. 2) ; from which he is enabled not only to overlook
the fence, but to take a general view of the whole
town ; and it is from this rude pedestal that his orders are
frequently given to the people without.

‘“ There has been a contest,” was his first observation.
“ My women will not believe that you can do the things
that are written down, unless you were present when the

directions were noted—but I tell them you can.”
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In order to place this knotty question beyond all
further dispute, I was requested to remain at a sufficient
distance outside the fence, while my interpreter, at their
dictation, wrote in pencil the names of twelve or fourteen
of the women, describing their relative situations, when I
was again admitted. The accuracy with which I was
enabled at once to point to each individual named on the
paper was a source of great merriment and surprise, but
still they were not satisfied, and devised another plan,
which they thought would certainly puzzle. On my
return, after a considerable interval, it appeared that
several articles had been hid, and for which I was required
to search, according to the directions given. My first
essay was to produce a broom, which had been rolled up

“in the end of a mat ; then a bead, in the closed hand of
one of the ladies ; afterwards, an ear ornament, concealed
in the skirt of Dingarn’s cloak, but here I was at default
—pointing to the cloak, he shook it loose, to show that
nothing was there; still I pointed at the same spot near
his feet ; at last, with a laugh of triumph, he lifted up one
of his feet, which had been purposely placed.upon the
article in question. This, of course, all acknowledged
was an unfair advantage; and I then proceeded to pro-
nounce the name of his favourite dog, Marquillana, and to
watch the first lizard which happened to run over thethatch
of the King’s house ; on noticing which, my task was ended,
and I doubt not my reputation for literary acquirements

wonderfully enhanced. Dingarn, it appears, had on some
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former occasion, proved the skill of a white man in deci-
phering his own language.

But a more tragical scene was about to be exhibited.
Early one morning, my servant came to inform me that
they were killing a man; and on leaving my hut to
ascertain the truth of the report, I found that Goujuana,
one of the King’s brothers, had already been hurried
through the gate to the place of execution, and was at
that time followed by his two servants in charge of a
party of executioners, armed with knobbed sticks. Partly
dragged and partly goaded on, they were distinctly traced
across the stream, and ascending the opposite hill. Here,
however, they stopped, and a horrid scene took place.
The two servants naturally enough had endeavoured to
effect their escape; but instead of binding them, they
determined, as they called it, to take away their strength
by throwing them down, and striking them violently on
all parts of the body with sticks—their blows I could
distinctly hear. Again they were placed upon their feet,
and urged on less rapidly to the fatal spot, near a large
euphorbia tree on the brow of the hill, where the horrid
purpose was completed by additional blows on the head.
Goujiana, I understand, made no resistance, and only
requested, as he was led along, that in consideration of his
being a king’s son, he might be strangled, in lieu of being
struck with the knobbed sticks, which was granted.

Much affected by what I had witnessed, I could

scarcely take my eyes from the spot, and was still standing
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in the same place, when the principal executioner entered
the town on his return, holding in his hand the brass
ornaments which had been taken from the necks of the
deceased. He advanced directly towards me, and for a
second or two, as he was approaching, the thought crossed
my mind that I was to be the next victim; but it
appeared he was only actuated by curiosity, and after dis-
playing the brass rings, passed on. The following after-
noon I took an opportunity of visiting the spot, but so
effectually had the hyenas and the vultures performed
their office, that the skeletons only remained to add
to the number of skulls and bones with which the
whole slope of the hill was strewed. Goujuana was one of
the most intelligent looking men I have ever seen, of an
open and engaging countenance, and, although the next in
succession to Dingarn, was so unassuming in his manners,
that I have often had great pleasure in his conversation,
and had indeed indulged in the hope that it might please
God to make him the first convert to Christianity. A
mystery hangs over his death ; but whether true or false, the
alleged offence is an intrigue against the King, in which
two other of his brothers were also said to have been im-
plicated, and about a year ago suffered the same fate.
Dingarn, according to report, had hitherto spared his life,
contrary to the wishes of the two Indoonas, but so deter-
mined was Umthlella to effect his death, that, because his
recommendations in this particular were not attended to,
he had for some time refrained from visiting the King, ex-

cepting on matters of business; and the other day plainly
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told him that it was impossible that they could ever go
out to war while the poisoner, (as he termed Goujiana,)
lived.

But even here the matter was not allowed to rest. When
a chief falls by the hand of the executioner, all his pro-
perty is confiscated, and every individual, of whatever age,
who is in the remotest degree connected with him by
family or dependence, is summarily put to death. An
Indoona, who lived in an adjoining hut to mine, was
ordered upon this revolting duty, and from his lips, on his
return, the following account is given. The principal
property belonging to Goujiana was in the neighbour-
hood of the Tugila, and thither he was sent with a party
of men, not exceeding thirty, to destroy the entire popula-
tion of ten villages. On reaching the first of these devoted
places, he entered with one man only, to avoid suspicion ;
in the course of the evening one or two more dropped in,
and so on, until the whole had arrived. He then informed
the principal men that he had a message to deliver from
the King, and as it was addressed to all, it would be better
for the men to assemble in a place together, where all could
hear. This arrangement being made, he so contrived it
that his men, with whom a previous signal had been con-
certed, should intermingle with the party, and endeavour
to divert their attention by offering them snuff. ~While
thus apparently on the most friendly terms, the fatal
blow was given, each of the Indoona’sparty, on noticing the
signal, rising and stabbing his fellow with an assagai. The

houses were instantly fired, and the women and children
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indiscriminately butchered. The same horrors were per-
petrated at each of the remaining villages, and it is said
that but a very few escaped by flight out of the whole
number !

It is truly lamentable to reflect on the numbers of cold-
blooded murders which are thus systematically occurring,
and that under the highest sanction, in these habitations of
cruelty, going far to depopulate many flourishing districts ;
and surely it should be the earnest and the constant prayer
of Christians, that the glorious light of the Gospel may
illuinine their dark mountains, producing “ Glory to God
in the highest, and on earth peace, good-will towards
nen.”

A few days after this painful occurrence, a chief named
Georgo, at the head of a large detachment from his regi-
ment, came from a distant part of the country, for the
purpose of begging shields. As all the cattle folded in the
military towns belong to the King, and but few are killed
there in proportion to the numbers which are daily slaugh-
tered at the capital, this is, in consequence, the great
deposit of shields, the manufacture of which is constant
and almost the only occupation of the men; two being
formed from each hide. The reception of this party,
which was somewhat curious, I shall now describe. Their
arrival at the principal gate of the town having been noti-
fied to the King, an order was soon after sent for their
admission, when they all rushed up with a shout, brandish-
ing their sticks in a most violent manner, until within a

respectable distance of the Issigordlo, when they halted.
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Dingarn soon mounted his pedestal and showed himself
over the fence, on which a simultaneous greeting of Byite
ran through the line into which they were now formed.
He soon disappeared, and the whole party then seated
themselves on the ground they occupied. Dingarn shortly
after came out, the two Indoonas and a number of his
great men having already arrived, and seated themselves
in semicircular order on each side of his chair, from whom
he was, however, removed to a dignified distance. Tam-
booza, who is the great speaker on all these occasions,
and the professed scolder whenever necessity requires,
was now on his legs: to speak publicly in any other pos-
ture would, I am convinced, be painful to a Zoolu; nor is
he content with mere gesticulation—actnal space is neces-
sary—I had almost said sufficient for a cricket-ball to
bound in, but this would be hyperbole ; a run however he
must have, and I have been surprised at the grace and
effect which this novel accompaniment to the art of elocu-
tion has often given to the point and matter of the
discourse. In this character Tambooza is inimitable, and
shone especially on the present occasion, having doubt-
less been instructed by the King, in whose name he
addressed Georgo and his party, to interlard his oration with
as many pungent reproofs and cutting invectives as his
fertile imagination could invent, or his natural disposition
suggest.  On a late expedition it appears that the troops
now harangued had not performed the service expected —
they had entered the territory of Umselekaz, and, instead

of smrrounding and capturing the herds within their reach,
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had attended to some pretended instructions to halt
and return; some palliating circumstances had no doubt
screened them from the customary rigour on such occasions,
and this untoward occurrence was now turned to the best
advantage. After a long tirade, in which Tambooza ironi-
cally described their feeble onset and fruitless effort,
advancing like a Mercury to fix his dart, and gracefully
retiring as though to point a fresh barb for the attack ;
now slaking his wrath by a journey to the right, and then
as abruptly recoiling to the left—by each detour increasing
in vehemence — the storm was at length at its height, and
in the midst of the tempest he had stirred, he retired to
the feet of his sovereign, who I remarked could scarcely
refrain from smiling at many of the taunting expressions
that were used. Georgo’s countenance can better be ima-
gined than described at this moment. Impatient to reply
he now rose from the centre of the line, his person deco-
rated with strings of pink beads worn over his shoulders
like a cross belt, and large brass rings on his arms and
throat. “ Amanka ” (it is false) was the first word he
uttered. The various chivalrous deeds of himself and his
men were then set forth in the most glowing colours, and
a scene ensued which I scarcely know how to describe.
Independent of his own energetic gesticulations, his violent
leaping and sententious running, on the first announce-
ment of any exculpatory fact indicating their prowess in
arms, one or more of the principal warriors would rush
from the ranks to corroborate the statement by a display
of muscular power in leaping, charging, and pantomimic
E

rad
L
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conflict, which quite made the ground to resound under
his feet ; alternately leaping and galloping (for it is not
running) ; until frenzied by the tortuous motion, their
nerves were sufficiently strong for the acmé posture—
vaulting several feet in the air, drawing the knees towards
the chin, and at the same time passing the hands between
the ankles. In this singular manner were the charges
advanced and rebutted for a considerable time ; Dingarn
acting behind the scenes as a moderator, and occasionally
calling off Tambooza as an unruly bull-dog from the
bait. Atlength, as though imperceptibly drawn into the
argument, he concluded the business in these words,—
“ When have we ever heard any thing good of Georgo?
What has Georgo done ? It is a name that is unknown to
us. I shall give you no shields until you have proved
yourself worthy of them—go and bring me some cattle
from Umselekaz, and then shields shall be given you.”
A burst of applause rang from all sides on this unexpected
announcement ; under which, in good taste, the despot made
his exit, retiring into the Issigordlo, while bowls of beer
were served out to the soldiers, who with their Indoona
were soon after observed marching over the hills, on their
way to collect the remainder of their regiment, for the pro-
mised expedition. I am inclined to think that there was
much of state policy in the whole of these proceedings,
particularly as the order for the attack on Umselekaz was
shortly after countermanded, and not more than ten or
twelve days elapsed before the same party returned, and
received their shields.



GEORGO ON HIS DEFENCE.
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At this time I was quietly writing in my hut; one of
the shield houses adjoined; and I shall never forget the
unceremonious rush they made. Not contented with turning
them all out, and each selecting one, but, in order to prove
them and shake off the dust, they commenced beating
them on the spot with sticks, which, in connexion with
this sudden incursion, occasioned such an unusual tumult,
that I almost thought a civil war had commenced. The
chieftain above alluded to (Umselekaz) is of Zoolu origin,
born not far from this very town: his people are the same;
but during the reign of Charka, the predecessor to the
present King, a separation was made, and, as is usually
the case, the greatest jealousy and antipathy exist between
these two independent and powerful states.

The morning being generally the time for transacting
business, as well as for slaughtering cattle, which is always
an important operation, I) used sometimes to join the
select party assembled around the King, who, seated on a
chair near his fence, was almost daily visible at that hour.
The deaths and casualties which have occurred during the
night among his cattle are now formally reported, and
with such precision that even the colour and twist of the
horns are described. A herd is then driven near and
paraded before him for inspection; from these he selects
the number required for the day’s consumption—six,
eight, and sometimes ten or twelve, which are no sooner
chosen than a person appointed thrusts a long spear into
their sides. But one puncture is made about the region
of the heart: still it is seldom that the animal drops

1 2
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immediately ; many walk and stagger for a minute or two,
and even, when fallen, seem to die in great agony from the
whole of the blood escaping through the mouth, and
producing a degree of suffocation. It was this cruel
accompaniment which often deterred me from these
morning visits. The fingering my watch was always a
favourite amusement with Dingarn. Irrespective of con-
sequences, I quite inadvertently drew it out on one of
these occasions; when a narrower inspection was imnie-
diately requested, and as there was no alternative, it was
consigned to a hand which had little regard for its delicate
construction. How to recover it again I scarcely knew.
Dingarn was already aware that there was still one
intended for him among the presents that had not yet
arrived, and pleaded hard for an exchange. ¢ Why may
not this be mine? Does the other make the same noise?
Is it as large?” Although satisfied on all these points,
and even assured that the other was larger, he still seemed
to regard present possession as vastly superior to the most
costly promises. Hints were unavailing. At last I appealed
to his feelings, by informing him that it was the gift of
a very dear friend, on which, much to his credit, and
greatly to my relief, he readily restored it uninjured to
my hand. A singular phrase was used by the group
assembled near, at one of these morning audiences.
Dingarn had sneezed once or twice, when they immediately
exclaimed, *“May he grow greater.”

A ludicrous proof was about this time given of the
promptitude with which the most unusual and despotic
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order is obeyed, when issued by the King. Several men
from a distant part of the country, and who had never
yet seen a horse, were standing near, when Dingarn, in
one of his frolicsome moods, suddenly turned round, and,
pointing to my horse quietly grazing at a distance, cried
out, “There’s a lion ;—go and bring it alive.” Instantly
the whole party were in pursuit. I did not witness the
circumstance, but my interpreter informed me, that as they
approached they extended themselves to surround him,
one standing out in advance as though to tempt the
attack, while those behind were prepared to seize and
master the animal after he had, as they expected, sprung
upon his victim. But they soon discovered the mistake,
and on their return were ironically rebuked by their
sovereign for not bringing the lion. Had it been a lion,
as Dingarn himself asserted, it would have been- brought,
and from this specimen I have little doubt of the fact,
notwithstanding the great loss of life that must have
attended so unusual an enterprise.

One of his most cruel acts was unfortunately induced
by the sight of an eye-glass which I occasionally wore.
He had requested to look through it, and was amusing
the people near by describing the effect. Now, he would
remark, you are all run over the river, meaning that he
could distinguish people on the opposite side; now you
are all come back, directing the glass to nearer objects;
at length he asked whether it would burn, and on being
told that it was only intended to assist the eye, he sent to

the Issigordlo for a large burning-glass which he had
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formerly received as a present. His first essay was to
ignite the dry grass on each side of his chair; but this
was too tame an occupation, and beckoning one of his
servants near, he desired him to extend his arm, when he
firmly seized his hand, and deliberately held it until a
hole was actually burnt in the skin a few inches above
the wrist. Crouched before him in the humblest posture,
the unfortunate man seemed writhing with pain, but
dared not utter even a groan, and, as soon as this wanton
infliction was over, was directed to go round to the com-
pany and display the effect. Had my glass been restored,
I should long before have taken my departure, unwilling
to countenance such barbarous proceedings; but it was
still retained, and I was necessitated to witness a repetition
of the same torture on another servant, whom he held
in the sanme manner, and who appeared to suffer more
intensely, yet without any further indications of his feel-
ings than a nervous writhing of the whole body. No
sooner was he liberated, than he confessed that the pain
extended through every part from his head to his feet,
and that he was convinced he must have fallen had it
been prolonged. He too was ordered to exhibit his arm
to all present, and really, from the expression of many
of the countenances as he went round, a stranger might
have imagined that some honorary badge had been con-
ferred..

In these military towns the whole food of the soldiers,
consisting of outchualla in the morning, and beef in

the evening, is provided at the King’s cost, and partaken
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heralds swiftly cross each other, emerging at the same
moment from opposite ends of the circle, and, running
furiously along the line which faces the women, shouting
the whole time at the top of their lungs, O, O, O, O, O,
O! to indicate its conclusion. These heralds are always
disguised by some grotesque attire ; on this occasion, one
of them was so completely enveloped in the entire skin of
a panther, his own eyes piercing through the very holes
in the skull, and his neck and shoulders streaming with
long lappets of the same fur, that he bore no resemblance
to a human being; the other was less hideous, being
covered with streamers of ox tails and hair, a large fillet
of which encircled his forehead, and hung wildly over his
eyes. Ivery song, many of which were sung on these
occasions, has a different air, and the corresponding atti-
tudes vary also; some are humourous and colloquial, in
which a conversation is kept up with the women, who ask
questions, and are in return answered by the men; but
the generality relate either to hunting or war. On one
occasion, the boys were employed to water the ground, and
in an instant every calabash, large and small, was in
requisition ; even bundles of wet grass were brought and
switched about, to assist in laying the dust, but in a
quarter of an hour it was again raised by the continued
stamping of so many feet. The black feathers of the
long-tailed finch form the usual head plume of the
men ; the forehead is bound round with a fillet of white
beads, having a square of red in the centre; white beads

usually decorate the ankles, and a band of this, or some
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other colour, as pink or blue, the leg below the knee ; while
heavy brass rings on the throat and arms, are the esta-
blished uniform during the dancing season, and to the eye
have a rich and dressy appearance. In this climate, how-
ever, they are a positive torture, and many are the com-
plaints which I have heard among the wearers, of the
blisters which they not unfrequently raise, after a long
exposure to the direct rays of the sun; the marvel is,
that the whole nation are not afflicted with sore throats,
as the pressure and heat are endured throughout the hot-
test months of the year, while they are suddenly left off
on the approach of winter.

But I must now revert to the more immediate subject
of my visit. Nearly a month had elapsed since my
arrival, and not the slightest progress appeared to have been
made in what I had the most at heart—the religious instruc-
tion of this people—although no opportunity had been lost
in urging the point with Dingarn.  The horse which I had
borrowed at the Tugila was still with me, retained day
after day in the full expectation that a final reply to my
often-repeated applications would be given, and that its
services might be required either for the purposes of the
station here, or for my return to Port Natal. In order,
therefore, to bring the matter at once to an issue, I
requested an audience, and informed the King that I could
no longer retain the horse—that it was my intention to
send him back on the following day, but that it would be
very inconvenient for me to do this, without having been

previously made acquainted with his decision respecting
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my remaining to teach his people. His reply was, “ You
must go and speak to the Indoonas about it, and to-mor-
row morning bring them up with you, and I will give you
an answer.”

Delighted with this apparent opening, and anticipating
a speedy result, I proceeded in quest of Umthlella and
Tambooza ; but at that moment these two important per-
sonages were actively engaged dancing in the ring, and as
my intrusion at such a time would only have retarded my
views, and the sun went down before they returned, I was
obliged to content myself with a promise that they would
attend to the business the first thing in the morning.

Soon after day-light, I sent to inquire if Umthlella
was disposed to receive me in his hut, or whether he and
Tambooza would call on me; but though diligent search
was made, neither could be found, and at length it was
ascertained that both were with the King. Fora long time
I awaited their return, my interpreter and myself taking
different stations for this purpose ; and although at last
I succeeded in waylaying them, it -was again but too
evident that nothing could be expected from either.
Orders, it appears, had been suddenly given, and arrange-
ments were now making, for the removal not only of the
court, but of the whole male population, to Imbelli-belli,
a military town about ten miles distant, where a series of
dances on a more extended scale was to finish the festi-
vities of the season. The urgency of the occasion, and the
press of business which devolved upon them, was the plea

they advanced for not at once attending to my wishes ; and
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perceiving that all prospect of success, amidst the hurry
and bustle of the moment, was utterly hopeless, 1 fell
in with Umthlella’s suggestion to accompany them, a pro-
mise at the same time being held out of a decided answer
on reaching Imbelli-belli. My expectations of such a
result, I must own, were by no means sanguine; the
dancing was expected to continue for twenty-one days,
and I had little hope that, in the midst of all the excite-
ment and bustle of such a scene, my business was likely
to be better attended to than here. Still there was a
glimmering of hope—both the King and the Indoonas were
now pledged to express their opinion, and I thought it very
probable that something might arise during the march
that might induce the Indoonas to espouse my cause.
The Unkiinginglove regiment, about nine hundred
strong, marched out in single file about ten o’clock; a
number of camp followers, bearing a few articles rolled
up in mats upon their heads, had preceded, and seve-
ral kept company at a respectable distance, on either
flank ; among whom were the King’s servants, bearing his
cloak in a basket, his gilt stick, a chair, and various other
articles. Dingarn, followed by the two Indoonas, passed
through the gate at the head of his people, but, on reach-
ing the heights, ordered them to proceed, while he rested
in his chair, and reviewed them as they filed past, those
nearest to his person bending almost double as they
approached, and continuing the obsequient posture until
they advanced several paces forward. The line occupied
a considerable space, and, as they wound up the irregular
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slopes of the hills, the effect produced by their glistening
armlets and collars and waving plumes, was certainly fine ;
and Dingarn, who is a notorious boaster, took advantage
of the circumstance to expatiate to me on the numbers
and efficiency of his troops. For some time he continued
in the rear, and then ordering a general halt passed along
theline, and resumed his station at their head.

On approaching a military town called Issiclebiini, the
whole male population turned out, formed on the hill,
and soon after descended with an impetuous charge to
within about two hundred yards of the advancing line ;
on which both halted, and shouts of welcome resounded
from the Issiclebini people, closely compacted iz mélé
order. Dingarn was at this time seated under the shade
of a spreading mimosa, with Marquillana, his favourite
dog, at his feet, and witnessing the stately walking and
trotting of some of the principal ladies, who had come
out to greet him. The troops of both towns soon after
assembled on the top of the hill to await his arrival.
Among these ladies of rank was his own sister, who, on
approaching, kissed his hand, and then joined her com-
panions, who were slowly moving backwards and forwards
on the same line, in order to exhibit to the Dbest
advantage a long skin petticoat, of the blackest dye,
studded round the waist with brass knobs, and fur-
nished on each side with a long lappet, which trained
upon the ground behind. The motion of the feet, half
walk, half trot, gives the idea of wading through an
opposing current of water, while the shoulders are alter-
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nately advanced and the bent elbow moved up and down
in so constrained and inelegant a manner, that I never
could regard these gauche manceuvres, though evidently
intended to please, with any tolerable degree of compo-
sure. On reaching the hill on which the town is built,
both parties had formed two sides of a square, and here a
similar exhibition took place in leaping and athletic eccen-
tricities to that which has already been described on the
arrival of Georgo.

The object, however, was different, in the present
instance, to assure their sovereign of the capacity and
eagerness of each old warrior to emulate his former
deeds ; and certainly, if actions could speak, they must
have made a most indelible impression upon his mind.
Here was no speechifying, but out came a warrior with
a bounce, brandishing his weapon and beating his
shield, and covering as much ground in three strides as
a tiger could spring,—stabbing, and parrying, and re-
treating, and again vaulting into the ranks, with so light
a foot and so rigid a muscle, that the eye had scarcely
time to follow the velocity of his movements. Amnother
and another came out, each with a peculiar step and
gesture; and, while in the performance of these exploits,
pointed at throughout his meteor course, as well by the
King as by all his compatriots, who, by the extension of
their hands and their sticks towards the individual,
accompanied by the prolonged sound of the letter Z,
indicated their recognition of a warrior of known and

tried courage. This continued some time, when the °
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Unkinginglove troops passed on, followed by those of
Issiclebani, who escorted us about a mile from their town
to the bank of a dry rivulet; when, after a few more
bounces and leaps, and simultaneous shouting, théy took
their leave, to slaughter and devour some beef which had
been presented to them by the King, a herd having accom-
panied our progress at some distance from the line of
march. As we now proceeded along more quietly,
Dingarn turned round to inquire of me whether King
William often visited different parts of his country, and
whether he was welcomed by his subjects in a similar
manner. I immediately tossed my hat in the air, and
gave three cheers, which, on being explained, greatly
delighted him. During the whole of this journey we
were accompanied by the two Imbodngas, or professed
praisers of the King, bearing shields, and keeping always
within audible distance on one side or other of the path;
these are the same men who perform the part of heralds
in the dances, and who now, at every convenient oppor-
tunity, recounted the various acts and deeds of their
august monarch in a string of unbroken sentences; the
climax of this species of impromptu composition being
the volubility of the speaker, and his total disregard to
every rule of punctuation.

The entrance into Imbelli-belli was in the same style
as the approach to Issiclebini; the people of the town
came out to receive the King, and then all moved for,
ward together; the main body, as soon as they had
passed the inner fence, opening to admit the King, who

F
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was in the rear, and then immedia-tely closing and form-
ing a circle around him, who, after witnessing a further
repetition of warlike antics, retired to the Issigordlo,
at the upper part of the town. Not so fortunate was I,
although nearly the whole population of the place had
been forced to turn out for the accommodation of the
people from Unkiinginglove, who may be considered as
the body-guard, and were seen lighting their fires as we
approached, and preparing to bivouac among the neigh-
bouring bushes. Not a hut could be obtained ; and had
it not been for the influence of the two Indoonas, who,
at the express order of the King, accompanied us in the
search, we should not have succeeded. Not expecting to
remain beyond a night, the sum-total of my baggage was
a pocket-testament and a spoon, naturally calculating on
procuring a mat; but even this luxury could not be
obtained ; and I was obliged to content myself with the
solid floor for my bed, and a more solid stone by way of
pillow, and that in a hut already occupied by two natives,
independent of my interpreter. Having been promised
an early interview with the two Indoonas in the morning
(March 7th), and the actual height of the sun described
at the time the intended conference should take place, I
was at Umthlella’s hut rather before the hour appointed ;
but neither himself nor his colleague, who, in the crowded
state of the town, were housed together, could be found.
His servants informed me that they had been seen passing
through the gate, intending to bathe in the river, which
I believe was correct. However, in due time they were
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reminded of the appointment, and the long-promised
meeting took place. Both Umthlella and Tambooza,
who were the only individuals present excepting our-
selves, expressed themselves in the kindest manner, and
evinced so much cordiality and willingness to forward my
views, that the object appeared almost gained before the
final reference had been made to the King. Apparently
animated with the subject, which was discussed at full
length, they themselves proposed an immediate adjourn-
ment to the presence of the King; but this, even to them,
was not so readily gained ; and to my astonishment, not-
withstanding all their previous boasting, we were all kept
a full half-hour waiting attendance, happily under the
shade of some old trees in the centre of the area, until his
majesty, at the time occupied, not like the nursery king,
in “counting out his money,” but in inspecting his
herds of cattle, had finished his princely employment.
His chair was then set beside the trunk of another tree,
to which we soon after repaired ; and I was called upon
by Dingarn to state the substance of what had just
been advanced in Umthlella’s hut.

As these arguments will appear in the sequel, it will
be unnecessary to say more than that I endeavoured to
explain to him, as I had frequently done before, that my
only motive in visiting his country was the spiritual
instruction of his people; enlarging on the blessings
attendant upon Christianity, both individually and na-
tionally ; and assuring him that any intention to inter-
fere with either their laws or their customs was the

F 2
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farthest removed from my thoughts, as, next to the fear
of God, honour and respect to kings, and all in authority,
was a prominent feature in the religion which was taught
in “the book,” and which I was so anxious to make
known to them. To this point I met with no inter-
ruption ; but here Tambooza observed that they did not
wish for teaching; that they could never learn; that
such words as these they were sure they could not under-
stand. If I would instruct them in the use of the issibum
(musket) I could stay, but these were things they did not
care about. As neither Umthlella nor the King had as
yet expressed any opinion, I strove hard to combat these
objections, hoping still to neutralise this unexpected
rebuff, but to no purpose: Umthlella, though he said
little, supported his colleague; and both soon cut the
matter short by an appeal to the King for his final
decision. His reply, a masterpiece of *juste milien”
policy, and I am willing to hope at variance with his
better judgment, was thus expressed: “I will not over-
rule the decision of my Indoonas.” As though thunder-
struck, and scarcely believing my own ears, I still
ventured to prolong the discussion, until reminded by the
Indoonas, who, having now gained their point, were
more authoritative in their manner, that the business was
ended. v

Some messengers just at this moment arrived from
the Tugila with a package from Port Natal, containing
a letter from Mr. Berkin and some Graham’s Town
Journals. The letter I eagerly opened; but, notwith-
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standing all my anxiety to learn the progress of the
Kafir war, I was obliged to reserve the perusal of the papers
for a less public occasion, as it would otherwise have been
difficult to have concealed some of the prominent facts
from the cross-questioning curiosity of Dingarn; and as
yet we were in total ignorance of the circumstances which
had occurred since the first breaking out of hostilities.
From the tenor of the letter, some parts of which it
was necessary to communicate, I was enabled to assure
him that wanton aggression upon British territory would
never be tolerated, and that all who aided in such fruit-
less expeditions would be severely chastised,—a result
which he seemed fully prepared to regard as by no
means improbable. As the object of my visit had now,
at least for the present, entirely failed, I signified my
intention to return forthwith to Port Natal, going back
immediately for my baggage to Unkunginglove, as the
following day was Sunday, and setting out on iy jour-
ney on Monday morning. Dingarn, who throughout
has always treated me kindly, said, that I must not leave
him yet; that he wished me to see the dancing which
would be going on for the next twenty days, and that
after that period I could return. My mind was now too
much grieved to take any pleasure in these wild pastimes.
I told him that it was necessary, on many accounts, that I
should return, and particularly as I had the keys of the
boxes which contained the remainder of the presents,
which, unless opened, might spoil, and, at all events,

could not be forwarded across the Tugila until unpacked.
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The high road to his heart having been thus gained, no
further objection was made, and having promised to post-
pone my walk until the evening, in order to witness a
grand dance which was shortly to take place, I took my
leave for the present.

There were some novelties in this dance. “ We must
open a new path,’ said the inventive Dingarn, and shortly
after he was escorted to the dancing ground, without the
town, by his Unkiinginglove men, each bearing a large
bunch of green bows* in his right hand, exalted above
his head, who, in conjunction with the people of another
town, formed an exterior circle, while the Issiclebini regi-
ment occupied the ring, and danced within. The moving
grove, intermingled with the bald heads, had a cheerful
effect. Dingarn, although in his dancing costume, did not
join the lists, but contented himself with witnessing the
feats performed by the three regiments assembled, the
Unkinginglove, the Imbelli-belli, and the Issiclebani,
who each took their turns in the ring. It was altogether
a most animating sight; crowds of spectators were col-
lected, and groups of women, with children on their backs,
were seen taking advantage of every rock and rising ground,
to peep over the heads of the bystanders ; even the trees were
garnished with boys, who were more than once disturbed on
their roost by an order from some of the Indoonas. There
could not have been less than 4000 or 5000 people on the
ground. A variety was also observed in the dress of the Im-

belli-belli men; if a collection of skin streamers, like the tails

#* These bows had never heen carried before.
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of a lady’s “boa” attached to a thin waist-cord, deserves
the name, but which, in fact, is the nearest approach to an
habiliment which a Zoolu ever deigns to wear. In this
instance, and expressly for the occasion, the short cottony
fibre of a root was substituted, at least behind, and twisted
into thick ropy pendants, with the ends hanging loose
like a tassel below, which had a good effect, eight or nine
of these tails forming a dress. But before the whole was
ended, a thunder storm, attended with heavy rain, cut
short the amusements, and all were obliged to leave the
ground, and return for shelter to the town. As soon as it
cleared up a little, I took a formal leave of Dingarn, who
called his people around, to show me how they could eat
tough beef, asking, if that was the manner in which Eng-
lish soldiers received their meat? He then said, that I
must come and see him again ; that I could build at Port
Natal, and teach the people there. Still, reluctant to leave
him without some distant prospect of success, I told him
that I hoped he would soon alter the word he had spoken,
and that whenever he wished a teacher for his people, he
must send me a message to Port Natal. It was late before
we reached Unkiinginglove that evening, and early on
Monday (the 9th), the bearers appointed by Dingarn to
convey my baggage were in advance, and I found myself
reluctantly leaving the town, now almost deserted of its
inhabitants, and where I had fondly hoped that some pro-
gress in Christian instruction would ere this have been
effected. But well is it for us, that God’s ways are not

our ways ; by such disappointments he not only proves and
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prepares the instruments by whom he often deigns to work,
but shows us that his purposes will ripen and unfold with-
out their aid. I felt much comfort in repeating those beau-

tiful lines of Cowper—
seasomnile
“ Wait for His promised aid,
And if it tarry—wait ;
The promise may be long delayed,

But cannot come too late.”

So satisfied did I feel of a favourable result to my re-
quest,that the horse had actually been sent off; along walk
of three days was therefore before me, in which, exc.usive
of fording the rivers, we averaged about thirty miles in
each. The following, which is the only scrap remaining
of my lost Journal, I should perhaps apologise for insert-
ing, but, as it will give some idea of my spacious apart-
ment in the Zoolu capital, may not be here altogether out

of place.
MY ZOOLU HUT.

Dear is that spot, however mean,
Which once we've called our own;
And if "twas snug, and neat, and clean,

Our thoughts oft thither roam.

I see them now—those four * low props,
That held the hay-stack o’er my head;
The dusky frame-work from their tops,
Like a large mouse-trap, round me spread.

Once entered, I forgot the pain
My broken back sustained ;
But when obliged to crawl again,

From tears I scarce refrained.

* Many of the huts have but one support in the centre.
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To stand erect I never tried,
For reasons you may guess;

Full fourteen feet my hut was wide,
Its height was nine feet less.

My furniture, a scanty store,
Some saddle-bags beside me laid ;
A hurdle used to close the door,

Raised upon stones, my table made.

And when my visiters arrived,
To sit, and prate, and stare ;
Of light and air at once deprived,
The heat I scarce could bear

The solid ground my softest bed,
A mat my mattress made;

The friendly saddle raised my head,
As in my cloak I laid.

The homely lizard harmless crept
Unnoticed through the door;

And rats their gambols round me kept,
While sleeping on the floor.

Such was my humble Zoolu home,
And memory paints thee yet;

While life shall last, where'er I roam,
That hut I'll ne’er forget.

In the course of the first day’s journey we met some
messengers hastening towards Unkiinginglove with intel-
ligence of the sickness of an influential Indoona residing
at some distance. They informed me that they were pro-
ceeding directly to the King, who, on being made
acquainted with the nature of his disorder, would send

down such medicine as he thought proper. This [ am
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told is the usual practice. Dingarn expects to be made
acquainted with the ailments of all his principal people ;
when any danger is apprehended, the case is then referred
to the doctors.residing in the capital, and, according to
their advice, medicine is forwarded to the patient, who,
whether it agree or not, is obliged to take it.

The state of my wardrobe at this time but too well
corresponded with my lodging, and it was only by tying
the remains of iy shoes to my feet that I was enabled to
retain the advantage of a sole, until we reached the
Tugala, when, to my no small gratification and surprise,
our reiterated shouts for the boat were at length answered
by my friend Mr. Berkin, whom I soon perceived anxi-
ously waiting on the rocks for my arrival on the opposite
bank. Our meeting here was not, indeed, altogether
unexpected, as in the note received at Imbelli-belli he had
signified his intention of paying me a visit at Unking-
inglove, in company with Mr. Collis, who was at that time
about to take his annual journey, to purchase the ivory
which had been collected by Dingarn, who keeps this
description of trade entirely in his own hands. So anxious
was my friend to render his advice and assistance in my
present circumstances, that he at once gave up the prose-
cution of a trip which had previously excited much of his
curiosity and interest, and insisted on accompanying me
back to Port Natal, where we arrived on Saturday, the
14th, with one of the waggons he had. so kindly con-

ducted from the Umzimmvoobo.
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¢« There hath not failed one word of all His good promise, which he
promised.”—] KiNgs viil. 56.

Firm is the Rock in Zion laid,
A refuge that has never failed;
Sure is the feeblest hope that’s stayed
On Him who over death prevailed.

No word He ’s uttered shall be void,
No promise He has spoken, fail ;

Though long delayed, "tis not destroyed,
But surely shall at last prevail.

What though the raven cease to feed,
Though Cherith’s brook at length be dry,
Sufficient for a Prophet’s need,
The cruse and barrel shall supply.

What worldlings now so fondly boast,
The treasures that their hearts divide,
Whate’er we seem to need the most,
In mercy—all may be denied.

And yet a richer boon be ours,
 As poor and yet possessing all ;"
And those may be our happiest hours,
When nothing we our own can call.

And then how sweet to trace the Hand
That gave —and has withheld in love,
To feel *twas all in mercy planned,
And know our treasure is above !

Ask now the Christian—Is it well ?
In Joshua’s words he will reply,

And praise his grateful heart will swell—
No one good thing docs he deny.
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But if so sure the promise here
But foretastes of the bliss declared,

How should the thought our bosoms cheer,
Of those bright mansions He 's prepared

A little—and we soon shall be

Where pain and sorrow are unknown,
And Jesus our Redeemer see,

And all his loving kindness own.

Oh'! then, my soul! in Christ confide;
Thy every care in Him repose ;

He lives who once for sinners died,
And all our griefs and trials knows ;

And nothing we can ever need,

If Jesus we have found indeed
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CHAPTER III.

ScARCELY had we arrived at Port Natal, when the
following letter, bearing the signatures of all the Euro-

peans then in the settlement, was put into my hand.

Port Natal, March 14th, 1835.
S1r,—We, the undersigned residents of Port Natal,
learn with regret your unfavourable reception with Din-
garn ; and, to enable you to form a just estimate of our own
feelings, declare that the presence of a Missionary Esta-
blishment at Natal, whose object would be to inculcate
industry and religion, would and shall meet with all the
support in our power.
(Signed) JOHN CANE,
C. PLANKENBERG.
Ricaarp Woob.
CHARLEs ADAMS.
J. Fraxcis.
C. J. PICKMAN.
P. H. AGLE.
JaMEs CoLLIs.
To Capt. Gardiner, R. N.
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Although from its position and maritime intercourse
with the Cape Colony, this Port must ever be regarded
as the key, not only to the Zoolu country, but likewise to
a very considerable portion of the interior districts on this
side of the continent ; there were many objections to its
being selected at this time, as the seat of a Missionary
Establishment, which it will not now be necessary to
state ; but at the same time I feel it not less a duty than
a pleasing gratification to attribute the removal, and
softening down of many of these difficulties, to the kind
and unsolicited interference of my valued friend Mr.
Berkin, who, during the few days which he remained here,
prior to his recent journey to the Tugila, lost no oppor-
tunity of ascertaining the general feeling on this subject,
in the event of my failure with Dingarn, and strongly
recommended me to accede to the apparent wishes of
the community.

Having given the matter full consideration, a reply was
forwarded in the following terms,—

Port Natal, March 16th, 1835.

GENTLEMEN,—The kind manner in which you have
expressed your desire for a Missionary to be established
at Natal, and the readiness with which you have pledged
yourselves to support him in his endeavours to inculcate
true religion, throw open so wide a door for usefulness,
that, independent of my own inclination, I feel it would
not be consistent with my duty to decline your invitation

to remain among you.
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If you will, therefore, accept my personal services, they
are most cheerfully offered until the necessary buildings
are completed, and arrangements can be made for a
clergyman of the Church of England to occupy this
important station.

That these mutual endeavours for the temporal and
spiritual welfare of immortal souls may be blessed with
abundant success from the God of all Grace is my ardent
prayer ; and I trust that the character and conduct of all
those who Irfay be engaged in this work will always bear
the strictest scrutiny, and uphold an example which may
correspond with the Divine truths they profess to teach.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your most obedient servant,

»

“ALLEN F. GARDINER.
To the English Residents at Port Natal.

A few notices from a brief missionary journal, kept
about this time, will be sufficient in this place to continue
the thread of the narrative.

Sunday, March 15th, forenoon.—English service
under the trees, at Mr. Berkin’s.—Thirteen Europeans
present. '

Afternoon,—Kafir service.— One hundred and fifty
natives.

Thursday 19th.—Selected a site for the Missionary
premises, with a tract of land surrounding it on the north-
east side of the bay, upon a hill commanding an extensive

prospect.
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Friday 20th.—Took formal possession of the land
which was secured to me by an agreement signed by all
the white inhabitants ; decided on naming the Missionary
Establishment ¢ Berea,” since, notwithstanding my ill
success with Dingarn, the word has here been gladly
received.

Sunday 22nd.—The principal settlers had intended to
have sent all their people to the afternoon service, in order
that I might form an estimate of the black population
and address them ; but they were prevented from assem-
bling by the heavy rain.

Morning.—English service in my hut.

Afternoon.—XKafirs in front of the tent.—60 natives
attended notwithstanding the rain.

Tuesday 24th.—Great Meeting—The people assem-
bled at Mr. Berkin’s-—stood under the shade of a high
tree, and addressed them, as they sat round, on the object of
forming a Mission among them—the nature of true reli-
gion—what it was proposed to do for them, and what
would be expected from them—such as attendance on
public worship—sending their children to the school—
setting a good example in their families—not to be hasty
in judging of what they do not understand, but to hear
often, and to ask for explanations, which would at all times
be readily given. Many women brought their infants—
there were at least six hundred adults, and a great many
children. The attention they gave was very encouraging,
and their whole conduct exceedingly orderly. They arrived
in distinct companies, the people of each white chief
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coming up, and continuing together; and in the same
order they moved off with the greatest regularity, the
men preceding the women, as is always customary in this
country.

IWednesday 25th.—Commenced the school in the tent,
with two girls and four boys. Gave each a piece of
printed calico, that they might appear decently dressed.
More children would have been sent, but the parents, [
understand, have an idea that it is my intention to take

them away with me.

Such was the feeble commencement of this infant Mis-
sion—a day, indeed, of small things ; but, blessed be God,
we are but His instruments, and though without him we
can do nothing, when He vouchsafes to bless His own work
it will prosper. To delve and to plough, and to cast in
the seed, is ours; but, though Paul may preach and
Apollos may water, to God alone must we look for the
increase, and in His own good time, if we faint not, it will
doubtless appear.

With these occupations my time was now fully em-
ployed. The prejudice respecting the schools soon
passed over ; but still I did not more than double the
number, having at that time but little accommodation ;
and considering that it would be far better to train a few
An the first instance, to act as monitors in a larger school,
than to commence on a more extended plan.

Although I had already entered into a contract for the
necessary buildings at Berea, (a school-house, to be used

G
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also asa church, and two dwelling-houses,) and some huts,
on the native plan, were also constructing for my accom-
dation, I was (until the completion of the latter) still
living in a hut, which Mr. Berkin had kindly offered me,
at a spot nearer the bay, which he had selected for his
own residence, and where he was engaged in clearing the
ground, and erecting some temporary buildings.

About this time there was a prevailing rumour that
the Zoolus were meditating an attack upon the settle-
ment ; and so much credit was given to the report, that
we recommended a general meeting of the white inhabi-
tants, to consult upon some plan for mutual assistance in
the event of their approach; but so little had any to
lose, and so accustomed were they to similar intelligence,
that they affected to regard the matter as a casualty to
which they had often been exposed, and coolly signified
their intention to take to the * bush,” should the neces-
sity arise. ‘

Our present necessity of tenanting bee-kive houses, of
sitting upon our boxes, and enduring either the bites of
musquitoes, or inhaling the smoke, which alone would
exclude them, was certainly not from any decided predi-
lection to such a mode of life, but still infinitely superior
to the dusk system proposed—(a sudden nomadic retreat
to the woods to escape the Zoolu spear!) ;—we therefore
turned our thoughts to some other method of protection.
But two plans remained—either to abandon, or to defend
the place; and, circumstanced as we now were, we had

no hesitation in adopting the latter. The ground was
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immediately marked out; a party of natives engaged;
and in a very short time a sufficient stockade was erected
round a wattled house (which Mr. Berkin was then build-
ing), for the protection of the whole settlement, should
they prefer this alternative to their favourite one of
* bushing it.”

In this position matters stood on the arrival of the
Circe trading ‘sloop from Algoa Bay, and by which Mr
Berkin decided on returning to the colony, for the pur-
pose of purchasing stock and supplies for the farming
establishment which he had already commenced, with the
intention of returning and making this his future resi-
dence. By this time the huts at Berea were completed ;
and as they were more commodious than those he had
hitherto inhabited, rﬁy friend spent the last day with me
there previous to his embarkation, and attended the first
services which were held at the Mission station, on
Sunday, March 19th. I took leave of him before day-
light the following morning. By eight o’clock the sloop
was under weigh, and with no ordinary feelings did I
watch her progress, until concealed by the intervening
land ; little supposing at the time that I had taken my
last farewell of my kind and valued friend! As a pre-
caution in the event of an attack from the Zoolus, my
journals had been forwarded by this opportunity to my
agents in Cape Town ; but as no account has been since
heard of the sloop, there can be but one opinion respecting
her fate.

Description of Port Natal—The entrance to the

a2
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port is mnarrow, but it immediately expands into a
beautiful sheet of water, of nearly an oval shape, having
a low island near the upper end, and exhibiting
from the neighbouring heights all the peculiar charac-
teristics of lake scenery. Both the island and the banks
of the bay are covered with mangrove-trees, the wood
of which has been found to be very durable in build-
ings; and so low is the general level of the land to
the foot of the surrounding hills, that during the spring-
tides a great part on the north side is overflowed. Near
the sea coast, and upon the slopes of all the hills which
face the bay, the woods are comparatively thick and
tangled ; but on gaining the first or second ridge, they
only occur in ornamental clumps, large tracks of open
ground intervening, and affording every facility for im-
mediate tillage. By a little attention to draining, the
whole of the flats which margin the bay may be available
for agricultural purposes ; and so rich is the alluvium in
some of these places, that a very productive garden has
lately been laid out by Mr. Collis, in a spot still sur-
rounded by reeds, and formerly entirely occupied by them.
With the exception of Mr. Collis’s house, constructed of
reeds and mud, there was not a single dwelling of the Euro-
pean fashion in the whole settlement on my first arrival ;
and to a stranger, unacquainted with the localities, the
whole had a most wild and deserted appearance. On
account of the frequent threats of Dingarn to send down
and reclaim his runaways, the open country was consi-

dered as unsafe, and every village and hut carefully con-



ZOOLU COUNTRY. 87

commence about fifteen or twenty miles from the coast,
and occupy a considerable tract of the interior, be selected
for the purpose. The grass in all these districts is shorter
and richer than that on the lower grounds near the sea,
and in every respect they appear to be well adapted for
grazing purposes ; especially the rearing of sheep, a descrip-
tion of farming which in all probability will eventually
succeed far better than in any part of the Cape Colony,
where the cold winter-rains are so often fatal, while the
converse obtains here, the rainy season commencing in
October, and ending about February or March, which are
the warmest months.

Of the natural productions, there are doubtless many
which might be turned to good account. From the bark
of the mimosa, a good tanning liquid may be produced ;
its gum, when properly cleansed, is esteemed as an article
of commerce. Some of the woods, particularly the umta-
bota, which has the colour and fragrance of cedar, would
bear a beautiful polish. The castor-oil tree, and the indigo
plant, are indigenous, and, by proper cultivation and care,
it is probable that the latter may be brought to the per-
fection which is necessary for producing the dye. Almost
all the shrubs bear a flower at some season of the year;
the creepers are particularly beautiful, and I know no part
of the world where the parterre may be embellished with
a greater profusion of beautiful indigenous, but generally
scentless, flowers, than in this favoured spot. Small single

pinks and tulips are very common, as also geraniums, and
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many very beautiful lilies ; but the small white bell-shaped
flowers which grow upon a shrub, from five to eight feet
high, not unlike a myrtle, are by far the most fragrant,
and would be an acquisition to any green-house or garden.
Although so much farther north, the climate is not hotter
than at Cape Town, which can only be accounted for by the
absence of sands, and the thick mantle of grass which covers
every part which is not occupied by timber. Having
unfortunately lost the use of my thermometer, I am unable
to speak from observation, but I have no hesitation in
saying, both from personal experience and the opinion of
those who have lived long in the country, that it is equally
as cool, and certainly as salubrious, as the finest parts of
the Cape Colony.

It is remarkable, that the same disease, called the horse
sickness, so prevalent in Albany, and in other parts of the
colony, is equally destructive to horses here. It is said to be
an affection of the lungs, and attacks them only during the
hottest season; in March and April this year, it was unu-
sually fatal, carrying off nearly all the horses within a few
weeks. With the exception of one bit by a snake in Kafir-
land, two swept away in the Umcimas, and one shot in
crossing another river, but one horse remains to me; the
rest having died of this disorder, for which no remedies
have as yet been applied with success.

That the rank pasturage in the neighbourhood of the bay,
and the fogs which occasionally rest upon the flats in that

'vicinity, may be regarded as secondary causes in producing
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these diseases in horses, I have little doubt; and there is
much to favour the opinion, which is now becoming more
general, that if these spots were avoided, and the higher
table-lands selected for their grazing ground during the
period of attack —which, though varying in degree, is said
to be annual—they would not suffer to the extent they now
do, and probably might escape altogether. The introduction
of mules, and a good breed of Spanish asses, would be very
desirable, as they would not only be better adapted for
carrying burdens, and the general purposes of travelling,
in this country, than horses, but, in all probability, from
their hardy nature, would escape the sickness which has
been alluded to. In closing these few remarks, I should °
not omit the opinion of a party of Dutch farmers, who
were on their return to the colony about the time I was
travelling towards this settlement. They had heard much
of the soil and capabilities of Port Natal for agricultural
purposes, and, resolving to decide for themselves on the
accuracy of these reports, they formed a large party, and,
with ten or twelve waggons, proceeded at once to this place.
After advancing towards the Tugila, and thoroughly
examining the whole district, they not only acknowledged
that the accounts they had heard had not been exagge-
rated, but set out on their return for their several fami-
lies, with a full determination to locate them in this
neighbourhood,—a resolution which the sudden breaking
out of the Kafir war has alone prevented them from
executing.

The remainder of this chapter I shall now devote to
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such memoranda relating to the history, military organi-
sation, and customs, &c. of the Zoolus, as I have been
enabled to collect, but on which, from the loss of my
previous journal, I am prevented from enlarging; being
unwilling to write from memory more than is absolutely
necessary.

History.—The immediate ancestors of Dingarn in
the supreme authority are Jama, Senzanakona, Charka.
The latter was brought up with Tingiswao, king of
the Umtetwa, who is reported to have been a man of great
sagacity, and to have originated some parts of the military
system, which Charka subsequently brought to such per-
fection.  The Umtetwa at that period were a people far
more powerful than the Zoolus. Charka usually headed
his army, but at the period of his death they were
engaged on a distant expedition against a powerful chief
named Sotchangin, ruling a country to the north-west of
DelaGoa Bay, which proved unsuccessful. At this time,
1829, two of his own brothers, Dingarn and Umthlangan,
conspired against his life, assisted by Satai, a principal
domestic of great influence. Diverting his attention by
driving from his presence some men who had been exhi-
biting some feathers for sale, he received an assegai wound
in the back from one of this treacherous party, who
were anxiously watching the favourable opportunity. He
immediately rose and attempted to throw off his ingoobo
(skin mantle), but fell in the act. His last words were,
“ What have I done to you ?>—children of my father !

Although Dingarn was present and consenting, it is not
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believed that he took an active part in the nurderous deed.
Charka is generally allowed to have been illegitimate, and
prior to his death had nominated Dingarn as his successor ;
but it appears that it was the object of Satai to set this
aside in favour of Umthlangan, the younger brother.
The plot was soon discovered, and Umthlangan murdered,
it is said, by the hand of his brother, who, notwithstanding,
permitted Satii to escape with impunity. Until very lately
he was residing at his own village, on the Umthlattsi ; but
has recently been killed by order of Dingarn. These two
unnatural brothers are said to have drunk, on the spot,
the gall of the chief they had conspired to assassinate!
The sovereignty is hereditary in the nearest male rela-
tive : a brother of Dingarn, still living, is the presumptive
heir. '

Titles of the King.—DByite. (No signification yet
ascertained.)

Baba—(Father)—used in reply, as * Yeirbo Baba,”
“Yes, Father.” The same term is also used by inferiors
of all ranks to them above them.

The noble elephant ;

Thou who art for ever ;

Thou who art as high as the heavens;
Thou who begettest the men ;

The black one ;

Thou who art the bird who eats other birds ;
Thou who art as high as the mountains ;
Thou who art the peace maker, &c.

Military organisation.—The whole kingdom may be
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considered as a camp, and every male belongs to one or
other of the following orders :(—

Umpagati . . Veterans.

Isimporthlo Z

& . Younger soldiers.

Izinseezwa 5

Amabootu . . Lads who have not served in war.
The two former are distinguished by rings on their
heads, the others do not shave the hair.

Throughout the country there are ekanda, or barrack
towns, in which a certain number of each class are
formed into a regiment, from six hundred to about one
thousand strong, and where they are obliged to assemble
during half the year, principally for the practice of
dancing, which is considered as a military exercise. In
the whole country there are said to be from fourteen to
sixteen large ekindas, and several of a smaller size; and
it is supposed, but I cannot speak from personal observa-
tion, that they can bring fifty thousand men into the field.
Each regiment is commanded by from two to ten princi-
pal officers, that are called Indoonas, of which one is
considered as the commandant ; and these are assisted by
an inferior class, who have charge of the different sections,
and attend principally to the distribution of provisions
and the shields, &ec.

During the reign of Charka, no soldier was permitted to
marry until he had distinguished himself in war. At
present this regulation has undergone a considerable

modification ; but still in all cases the King’s consent
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must be obtained, and this is seldom given but to the
Umpagate. It is no unusual thing on any great occasion
for the King to issue an order for a whole regiment to
marry 3 and, strange as such a decree would sound to
European ears, it would be a happy circumstance if such
sweeping orders were more frequent, as, unfortunately,
there is no limit to those who are excluded from this in-
dulgence in the number of the concubines they may choose
to take. Thisis done upon principle; and I have heard it
gravely asserted as one of the wisest enactments for ren-
dering a soldiery efficient, by keeping them thus aloof
from family attachments, and unshackled by domestic
attractions! I naturally refrain from entering further
into detail, having only glanced at the surface of this pain-
ful subject, which is so interwoven with their habits and
character, that it is likely to present a formidable obstacle
to religious improvement. The example of both Charka
and Dingarn has tended greatly to uphold this baneful
system, neither of whom was ever legally married accord-
ing to the customs of the country.

Unkiinginglove, which is the present seat of govern-
ment, and by far the largest town in the kingdom, is
strictly an ekanda, officered by about twenty Indoonas,
including Umthlella and Tambooza, who, being the two
national councillors and head Indoonas, are superior to all
others. By far the greater portion of the soldiers com-
posing this regiment (about nine hundred strong) are

chiefs of smaller towns, bearing the appellation of In-
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doona or Umnumzana (head of a village); and it is evi-
dently with a political view of state surveillance, that the
most influential of these are formed into this description
of body-guard, and that all in rotation are obliged to
appear and reside for some time in the capital, where they
become not only hostages for the good conduct of those
dependent upon them, but are thereby prevented from
plotting any scheme for the subversion of the existing
government. It may be unnecessary to add, that the
King has spies in all directions—an office which is here
held in no ill repute; and, consequently, it is difficult to
obtain information on many subjects, as the most trivial
conversation is often reported to him. Considerable
authority is delegated to the principal Indoona of each
ckanda, as well to inflict punishment as to reward; and
he is always entrusted with a supply of brass armlets and
collars for the decoration of those whom he considers
deserving of such distinctions.

Laws.—During the reign of Charka every principal
Indoona had the power of life and death; but this has
since been greatly curtailed, Dingarn, on his accession,
restricting it to three individuals only—Umthlella, Tam-
booza, and Eoto (the Indoona of Congella).

In a country where there is no written language, a
stranger, during a short residence, can obtain but a very
cursory acquaintance with laws and usages sanctioned
only by custom and traditionary record ; I shall therefore

prefer offering a blank upon this subject to advancing
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what may hereafter prove to be erroneous information,
and content myself with merely stating what crimes are
capitally punished—

Adultery.

Witcheraft.

Speaking evil of the King.
The houses of malefactors are always taken down; and
the sticks by which they are beaten to death, and the dress
they wore, are thrown away, and never allowed to be used
afterwards.

Customs apparently of Jewish Origin.—1. Circum-
cision.—This rite, which is now obsolete, obtained until
Charka’s reign. He allowed it to go into desuetude in
his own person, and his example has been followed by the
whole nation.

2. It is the wusual custom, though not absolutely
obligatory, for the younger brother to marry the widow
of his deceased brother.

3. On any apprehension of infection, ome of the
egeer'kha (or doctors) passes through the town, bearing a
bunch of small boughs or herbs, followed by a person
bearing a large bowl of water, into which the boughs
are frequently dipped as he goes along, and the door
and entrance of every house sprinkled. This took place
during my first stay at Unkiinginglove, in consequence
of several of the people who had assembled at the
dances having, on their return home, been attacked with
sickness. Both the hut which I inhabited, and that of

my interpreter, were included, and even the ground about



96 JOURNEY TO THE

the gateway of the town was subject to this mysterious
cleansing.

4. The Festival of the First Fruits. — This custom
is not peculiar to the Zoolus, but obtains among all the
neighbouring nations, and appears now to be perpetuated
for a double purpose—to prevent improvidence in commen-
cing upon the first corn crops too early, and to afford an
opportunity for assembling and reviewing the nation pre-
paratory to war. The first ripe corn is partaken of by the
King, before one of his subjects dares, under heavy penal-
ties, to taste it. DMuch ceremony is observed, and the
annual dances are then commenced, during the continu-
ance of which the greater part of the nation assemble at
the capital.

5. A propitiatory Offering to the Spirit of the King’s
immediate Ancestor.—No altar, prayer, or ceremony of any
kind, is observed ; the_bullock is killed within the cattle-
fold, contrary to the ordinary practice, and the flesh is
cooked and partaken of in that very spot—an observance
peculiar to such occasions.

Connected with this subject, I would merely remark,
as a singular coincidence, that the proper name of Ham is
not uncommon among the Zoolus. On hearing it called
once or twice, I made some inquiry, and was told that it
was generally given to those who had a fierce countenance
and a voracious appetite; or, in other words, who were
“ hyena-men,” as they were not inaptly designated.

DMarriage—A vemarkable distinction is made by these

classifying people in the designation even of their women.
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An unmarried woman is called an Intomebi.

* A married woman, but without children, Umfaz.

A married woman, with children, Eneena.

It is not regarded as a matter either of etiquette or of
delicacy from which side the first proposal of marriage
may proceed—the overture is as often made by the women
as the men. In the former case, the pseudo bride, accom-
panied by another unmarried woman, proceeds to the
residence of~.her; elect, some married women following
them at a distance.» Should the proposal be accepted.
the matrons come up and commence singing: there are
no words to the song, but it is merely a melody of sounds.
On the next day a beast is slaughtered, and the bride
and bridegroom, with their friends, partake of the feast.
It is strictly required that every part of the flesh should
be eaten; after which, the ceremony called Ingiiziso, or
washing with beads, takes place. The newly-married
couple, with their friends, being assembled, a calabash of
water and a.basket of beads are brought. The beads are
first put into the calabash, and it is then presented to the
bride, who pours a little of the water first upon the hands
of her husband, and then upon those of her friends, who
extend them for the purpose. She then consigns the
calabash to her partner, who, in his turn, pours some of
the water first upon her hands, and then upon those of
his friends, until it is exhausted, when he returns it to
her. The bride then throws the beads at his feet, which
any of the party but himself are at liberty to pick up and
possess—in fact, it becomes a sort of scramble. This,

H
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as I am informed by a native, (for I have never witnessed
it,) finishes the ceremonies on such occasions—subordi-
nate, however, to the all-important -consideration of
cattle; for until that is duly arranged, the consent of all
parties is held in abeyance.

The usnal sum demanded is from four to.six cows,
according to the circumstances of the parties, though, in
the case of chiefs’ daughters, from twenty to fifty, or
one hundred head, are not unfrequent ; not, indeed, by
way of dower, but as a present to the father or nearest
relative of the lady, and partaking too much of the cha-
racter of a commercial barter. For the acquisition of
" this species of property Dingarn has a great propensity,
often discarding a concubine, and obliging some wealthy
subject to marry her for the sake of the herd of cattle
which he must receive on the occasion.

Among the Kafir tribes, the marriage ceremonies are
much more significant. When all are assembled, a broom,
a bowl, and a grinding-stone are presented to the bride,
and some assegais and an axe to the bridegroom, as
indicatory of their different occupations, while both are
exhorted by the elders of the place to industry and good
conduct.

Both Jama and Senzanakona were married, but Charka,
in order to support his military system, broke through
this rule, partly, it is supposed, by way of example to his
subjects, and partly under an idea, that, as long as he
continued unmarried, he would not be regarded as a

veteran, and, consequently, his life would be less liable to
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be cut short by the ambition of his successor, or the
intrigues of his subjects. The latter object, connected
with an evident desire to imitate his talented but inhuman
brother, seems to be the sole inducement with Dingarn
to perpetuate this departure from the better practice of his
forefathers. His frequent boast, “ I am but a boy—I am
too young to marry,” although at this present moment
about forty years of age, when taken in connexion with
the example of his predecessor, can have no other rational
meaning.

In connexion with this subject, there is a tragedy too
dark to be probed. Neither Charka nor Dingarn ever
allowed that they had any children, and it would be
instant death to any subject who should make such an
assertion! My inquiries on this particular were always
met with evasion or constrained silence—a kind of
inquisitorial blight at once palsied the tongue, which
until that instant had been communicative and loquacious.
What could this mean? Two facts, painfully notorious,
will sufficiently explain. On one occasion, perhaps from
some faint expectation of its being spared, an infant was
presented to Charka—the ¢ hyena-man® instantly seized
his own child by the heels, and, with one blow, deprived it
of that life, which with such a father it could have been
no privilege to 'enjoy. This horrid deed was only sur-
passed by the immediate murder of the agonised mother,
whose eyes closed with the vivid impressions of the scene
she had beheld.

Dress and personal Appearance.— Little can be said

ne
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on the first particular, with respect to the men, whose
undress, with the exception of a few dangling strips of
fur suspended from the waist, is but too notorious. Many
of the younger women wear merely a fringe belt, made of
the fibres of a root; but a short skin petticoat, reaching
nearly to the bend of the knee, is the usual costume.
Both men and women shave their heads close, the former
leaving only sufficient to attach the issigoko, or ring, and
the latter, a small tuft, called embeeti, on the crown,
which is carefully coloured with red ochre; but neither
are worn until the individual has arrived at the age of
maturity, prior to which the heads of the young men are
not shaved. Strange to say, the will of the King is as
necessary for the adoption of either of these badges as in
any other of his despotic acts, a whole regiment being
sometimes ordered at once to adopt the ring.

That there is some tradition associated with this peculiar
costume, I have little doubt, but could never obtain a
further reply to my frequent inquiries on the subject,
than that it was an ancient custom, which, I believe,
originated with this nation, though it has been adopted
by many others. The method of putting it on is thus
described :—A piece of rush cut, and smoothed to the
proper size and length, is closely twisted round with sinew,
and formed into a circle by uniting the ends; with sinew
it is then sewn to the roots of the hair, which in every
other part, even within the circle, is entirely removed<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>