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INIRODUCTION

I. The development of the nineteenth century Zulu state has
been the subject of a large amount of attention, not only recently,
but ever since the European world became aware of the Dingiswayan
and Shakan era. However, the questions which are related to
this paper, belong to a slightly different set of problems.

The question is not so much - how did the 2Zulu state come about?
— but rather- how did it operate during subsequent.years? It

is: within this field of historical inquiry that the importance

of Mgungundlovu data is associated. Its value 1lies in acting

as a basis' for future research, on its own it: has only a limited
set of information to offer.

Except for a section in the introductory text, the slant in
this paper is purely empirical; aspatial and synchronic. The
description of the Mgungundlovu settlement is firstly intended
to present a documentary/quantitative record of the hut floors
and their related features and positions from data collected
during 1974°& 75 excavations there. Secondly, the availability
of historical information either related directly to Mgungundlovu
or to other similar kraal sites makes it possible to reconstruct
particular aspects of the archaeological record. On the other
hand the excavations have provided a test for the historically
derived information. It will be illustrated that the two sets
df data compare favourably except in a few cases which are obvious-
ly the results. of blatant guesswork on the part of the earlier
observers.,

It. must be emphasized that this paper is primarily .concerned

with/...



with arhitecture and site layout, it does not include an

analysis of pottery, beads, faunal remains or other objects
collected from the midden, hut and grainpit excavations. Such
data, however, obviously lends itself towards an interpretation

of hut function and other aspects of the way in which the site

was used; but an approach of this kind has been avoided for

two reasons. Firstly, the analysis of this data is far from
completionl and secondly, the sample has been complicated by
pillaging ever since the abandonment of the site in 18382, the
description below being an unfortunate but interesting example.
An grticle in the Advertizer (Brink 1936) ti%le&, "South Africas:
strangest auctionjsale. How Dingaans Household was sold" records
the sale of articles found at Mgungundlovu by the victorious boer
commando. Items sold included; porcelain mugs(kommetjies),
vegetable dishes, cut glass salt cellars,silver teapots, milk
jugs, "twenty-two cups and saucers of the finest pocelain figure
on the inventory,"(op.cit.) dozens of silver knives and teaspoons,
several cruet stands, half a dozen soup tureens and many toilet
sets, a fine silver jug(sold for 300 riksdaaler); many brass
door knobs, hinges, locks and keys; two bottles of hair oil;
hundreds of strings of beads; a' calvary sabre, 47 guns and a
copper kettle. "A strange feature of the sale was the exception-
ally large stock of copper, in the form of wire and ingots,

found in Dingaan's kraal. Sufficient copper for several thousand
bangles or bracelets."(op.cit.) "According to J.Bantjies,
secretary to the Commandant-General, Andries Pretorious, the
total broceeds of the sale were 5,915'rikedaalders, approximately

£443 12s."(op.cit.)
II. SOURCES/...



IT7. _ _ Data used in this paper has heen derived
nrimarily  from two aources, sarchaeologicnl and historical.
Two peasons have been spent on excavitions at Mymn;undlovu}
durings Janvary 1974 and July 1975. The field crew consisted of
ataff ond student members of the Dept. Archaeology, U.C.T.
Durines some 6 weeks of work at the site 38 hut floors were
exnosed whilst dnta from 10 other floors excavated previously
by a IMr Chadwick4 was recorded. A tachiometer survey of the
site was also carried out in which the positions of 178 located
hut floors and 4 gsrainpits were measured. In the addition to
the excavation of hut floors, samples were ‘taken from 4 middens
and & section through one of the grainpits was obtained. There
are obviouslty many more hut floors and other featureswhich
have not been recorded, the reason for this has been the low
recovery yield of manuval survey95 and the inability of other
techniques to make any form of contribution. Due to vegetation
covep&be'(see photographsi 2c+2: for example) and simple non-
visibility of features, aerial photography failed to produce
any useful information, whilst proton-magnetometer and resistivity
surveys proved too inconsistent to be of use.

Unlike other excavated archaeological sites there is a
good deal of related first hand information given 1in the diaries
ol visitors to Dingane and to be found in particular pieces of
ethnographic and historical research. The principal sources of
the first kind, came from Fynn(1950), whose diary describes

eventeg in Natal and Zululand between 1824-1836 and who himself
visited/....
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visited ounsundlovu during April and Ausust 1831, his friend

(1630-1831), durin;: which time he visited Dingsane on  four
ocensions (sre Table 204 (Isaacsl937, Bird 1965). Andrew Smith,
on aomewhat of a apying mission, visited Dingrane in 1832 (Kirbyl9o55).
The missionary and traveller Cpt Gardiner describes three of his
viasits to Dincane durins the year 1835 (Gardiner 1966, Bird 1965).
In December 1835 (Bryant 1925:177) a band of American missionaries
arrived in Natal (Champion, Wilson, Venable and Grout); their
letters and diaries, up to 1838, record pieces of useful informa-
tion (Kotze 1950, Bird 1965 and Champion 1967) The Rev. Owen
arrived in Zululand in 1837, his diary is of particular use,
especially since he established his mission at Mgunfundlovu and
remained their until shortly before Dingane's defeat (1838)(0Owenl926).
Other pieces of intformation have been obtained from the letters
of Piet Retief and William Wood(interpreter to Owen)(Bird 1965).
Bryant(1910-13,1929,1967) and to the same degree Stuart(X.C.C.-
derived from Khulumethule 1925) have recorded some well rescaréed
ethnocraphic and historicaﬂaccounts. More recent anthropologi-
cal material can be obtained from Krige(1965) and Gluckman(1950 &
1970). Other pieces of information have been obtained from the
relevant parliamentary Blue Books and from collections in the
Natal Archives, Pietermaritzburg, and the Killie Campbell library,

Durhan.6

ITIT. THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND The 2Zulu are a small clan with-

in the larger Ntungwa Nguni group; geneology traces the royal

lineage to Malandela who first moved together with his followers

into the/...



: 11 .
rise to mower. The need for an accentable model has seon
the formation of other exnlanatary theories; based

12 Delagoa
on the role of population density,” the importance of thehﬂay
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. . . . . 1 .
trade and the influence of the env1ronment.4 The mechanisms
for expancsion have been deccribed in terms of the appearance

of new military systems, techniques, the character and powers of

15

various leaders and more receiitly in the role of cattle and the
syatem of ukusisa(the lending of cattle)%6

The story of Dingiswaya's reign, his death(died 1818) in
the hands of Zwide,the chief of his pricipal opponents the
Ndwnndwe; the rise to power of Zﬁsmall Zulu chiefdom, one of
the lthethwa vassal clans, under Shaka and tﬂe events which
subsequently led to his control over most of Natal and larse
areas to the West and North are well known and need no repition
here.

On the 22 September, 1828(Isaacs 1937) Shaka was assassin-
ated at Dukuza17 by his half-brothers Dingane and Mhlé%ana and
his principal servant llbopa. The assassination was probably
largely a matter of opportunism, especially since the army
was encagsed in an ill-fated campaign to the north against
Soshanzane, Before its return Dingane had removed Nguadi(Shaka's
maternal half-brother) and WMhlangana, thus succeeding Shaka as
king(pending of course the return of the army and chief indunas;
the defeated army was only too pleased +to have seen the last
of Shaka and Dingane retained the throne unopposed) Dingane
removed the political centre away from the coastal areas and
erected his new capital (Umgungundlovu) in the-original Zulu
homeland to the Northeast. Dingane was at first faced by the

problem of revolt among the vassal polities(the Qwabe for

example rebelled, having never recognized Zulu supremacy, being

‘e






seneologically the senior clan, and migrated southward to the
I'zimvubu) he manacsed however to reinstitute the military system
and ¥ent the Zulu state from disinte-goration.

The kinsdom however, aprpears to have been much weaker than
1t was duringe Shaka's time and throucshout Dingane's reigsn the
army involved itself with fruitless campairns arainst Mzilikazi's
Niebele, the Bhaca, NMpondo, and Dlamini(under Sobhuza) In
addition Dingsane was faced by the ever demanding European settlers

19 ana finally in 1837 by the inva-

newly arrived at Port Natal
ding emigrant Afrikaners. On the 16th December 1838 the Zulu
army Was defeated at Blood River by a Boer commando. Dingane

left the Emakosini and moved northwards, where he was betrayed

by kipande(his half-brother) who moved off with some 17,000 of

his warriors. Hounded by the Boers, NMpande and the Swazi,
Dinrane was eventually captured and killed(by the latter) some-
time early in 1839 near the Pongola. MNMpande, very much 'underdog'
to the Afrikaners, succeeded Dingane and ruled over a much
reduced kingdom until he died in 1872(both he and his successor
Cetshwayo had again moved the Zulu political centre, this time
northwards across the White Mfolozi - see map é*) Mpande's

son Cetshwayo, who long before in 1856 had been victorious in a
succession dispute with his brother Mbulazi, became king.
Cetshwayo fell victim to British imperialism and the Zulu state
was finally crushed during the Anglo-Zulu war(1879)(Cetshwayo
dying in 1884).

IV/....Q...“.
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IV. A SHORE HOPEON IaUNGURDIOVU®Y AND RELATED PACTORS

"Dinane thuo became unchallenged Zulu king at the

early acse of some 30years, his half-brother Fpande

Lein/: about 24. A few wmonths more and Dingsane had

cnet the duct of Dukuza from his feet and erected his

new cor B (150 5) 1t emGungundlovu, in the original

Zulu country, by the Mkumbane." (BEryant 1929:671)

Dingane's move, along with Mhlangana and IMbopha, back
into the Emakosini was most probably undertaken for political
reasons. 1t was in this area that the elders 'and important
members of the ruling Zulu clan resided(particularly at the
Nobamba, Siklebeni and Iimbelli-belli kraals) and it would be
there that Shaka's assassination would have to be sanctioned and
that the processes of succession would be enacted. Probably for
the same reasons Dingane established his capital in the area that
was familar to him and where he could watch over and safeguard
the nucleus of the Zulu state.

The building of Mgungundlovu was started probably sometime
in mid 1829 and completed 2 or 3 months later. Dingane  more
than likely stayed at Nobamba, while the new town was being
erected

"This place where he built his kraal was a good place

with hills, valieys, forests etc. It was quite nice

because it was high and cool. The place nearby grew

trees of mngawe: liungo and Mtolo. There was also

mhlonhlo and Mhlala. The grass of this place was

insinde and Mtungwa( used for securing thatch cover-

ing hut-roofs)" (Stuart - Kulumutule)

Unlike Shaka, Dingane was to retain the new town as his
principal capital throughout his reign22 it being finally des-

23

troyed in 1838, by fire. FProm what information there is

available/....
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aveilnble only once (July 1835) were major repairs and changes
cnrried out;  Gordiner reports that the barrack huts were
removed and rebuilt between the outer fence and where the first
row of warrior huts had formerly been, this in fact really
conatitntes a rebuildinsgs of the entire town; althourh Gardiner
i not very specific as to whether both isigodlo and warrior
huts were 1rebuilt(fardiner 1966:204)24

From the historical sources it is clear that Mpunsundlovu,
which consisted of the principal circular comnlex and three
catellite Bﬂhe kraals above the main section(isigodlo), was
situated below the top of the hill(see photogsraphs |/ +é and

Map 1 ) and seated itself between the fork of the

Iikumbane and lizololo streams., Near where these two streams
Joined each other and below the main entrance to the canital
is the crave of 2ZULU, the founder of the Zulu clan; +thus
siving symbolic importance to the hill itself. To the South,
kast and West the hills rise above lgungundlovu, especially
to the south-east where the Ntonjaneni heights are a
above the valley below. The heights were probably forested
during Dingane's time, supplying the neighbouring settlements
with wood and fuel. To the North and north east the topo-
sraphy "rolls" down towards the White Mfolozi (see Map 74-.x)
The Emakosini valley was also the location of 4 other major
towns all within a radius of 5 miles of each other (see Map 7 )25
The reasons for such a concentration of large towns are not
known but can probably be related to three factors. Firstly,

a8 has already been suggested the Emakosini was idealogically

the political/..
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the political centre of the state; secondly, is the poaaible
re—-uce of towns (namely lNobamba, Fmbelli-belli and Siklebeni)
hecause of their social importance,27 thirdly, is the environ-
nentnl factor. Daniel(1973) and Guy(n/d) have emphasized the
immortance of the proximity to fovourable ,razing areas, as a
"netor in the political upheavals of ninetecenth century Nyuni-
1anda. The Tmakosini lies close to, or contains areas of mixed-
veld, the vegetation type, identified by Guy and Daniel as
offerins the best rrazing potenials(ie. grazing for 8 months

of the year). Since largse towns can be equated with large
herds of cattle there is possibly a correlation between the
number of towns in the Emakosini and the importance attached to
it as a prazing area.28 The mixed velds and sweet velds are
however susceptable to overgrazing (Guy n/d) and it would be
interecting to know if this problem was avoided in some way,

29

if at all. Dingane's second capital Congella and other

larce towns to the south-east (eg. Intontella and the two
Hlomenlini krasl - see map 2 ) are situated in or cige to

areas of sourveld where the optimum grazing periods are
anparently for wome 2-3 months immediately after the first rains
fall ( in October and September). A possible indication of
economic changes or events of this kind, is the movement of

the king between the two capitals (Mgungundlovu and Congella)
However, a plot of his movements (see diag. ! ) does not seem

to show this.

Two things/...
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L. diagram illustrating the residence of the King at various times of the

year.
‘Jan.[Feb.' Mar| Apr| May| Jun| Jul| Aug{Sept| Oct| Nov|Dec.
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Nobamba

at Embelli-belli
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Two thines, chowld however be mentioned, firstly, the kings
remained ot Moungundlovu Tor over 7 montha  of the yvenr; he is
there for the festival of the first fruits, which tale=s place
cenerally in the early part of January, and during the sprins
months when the first rains fall. Secondly, the main period
o netivity for the king, during June and July, coincides
with the harvesting times (see dian. 2 ne, 24 ). It is
poaaible then that the movements of the king between
Jsunsundlovaw and Concella (and other kraals) corresponded not
with pastoral factors but ratner with agricultural events,
this however needs further documentation.

The main diet of the warriors::}emided at Nypungundlovu for
several months of the year only, seems to have been sour milk
(utyuala) and cattle meat(Gardiner 1966, Bryant 1967, Fynn 1950,
Champion 1967). There is very little information available
as to the nature of agricultural activities in the area. The
mnin crops cultivated seem to have been maize and various
millet species(Kirby 1955) and both Gardiner and Owen refer
to nlots of nearby land under cultivation.4 The exact role
which argiculture played in the maintaining of recuirements
at the military towns is uncertain, but it seems that the only
food provided by thdking himself was beer and beef. The
granaries at Neungundlovu (see Pidg: 3& ) were probably for
private use of the isigodlo inhabitante alone.

Mgungundlovu was the principal shield-making centre(shield

making was also carried out at the second capital, Congella)..

Gardiner/...



rardiner explaina this
"As all the cattle folded in the military tovns be-
longs to the King, and but few are killed there in
vronortion to the numbers which are daily slaushtered

at the capital, this is, in consequence the pgreat
aeposit -of shields." (Gardiner 1966: 47)

Two shields were made from each hide and the finished articles
were otored in raised huts placed at intervals in the barracks
section of the kraal.(& according to Wood(Bird 1965) and 4
according to Smith(Xirby 1955)). In addition Copper and
brasa(?) ornaments appear to have been manufactured at a 'smiths-
shop' around the top of the kraal(the Bheje area) (Gardinerl966,
Chamnmion 1967).

The basic mocial wnit in Nguni society is the clan, con-
gisting of the clan head and his male descendants who may or
nay not have their own homesteads. The basic political unit
is the chiefdom incorporating &a number of clans under the
supremacy of the chief and his clan.3o It is difficult, how-
ever, to say to what extent this system of political hierachy
maintained itself during the Dingane's time (and of cou;:;rghaka,
Mpande and Cetshwayo). There is little information contained
in the sources as to -wrat degree the lineage, clan and chief-
dom unite of organization were disrupted by the imposing
of the new military recruitment system. Two factors are
however apparent; firstly, from the accounts of travellers in
Zululand during the 1830's(especially Gardiner) it is noticed
that only on a few occasions were any of the large military

towns occupied by their full compliment of soldiers, these

being Said/. eovve e



boane anid o have fone to their 'outplncen'}l Secondly,

it seems that warriors whilst serving their time at the bar-
racks werce not wholly supported by the kings food and were

for ced to rely on supplies sent from their homes, to some
extent z"mywny.(ﬂry:mt 1967, Fynn 195())32 The immression then
i of a dichotomy in the political and economic organization

ot the Kingdom; whilst the military system and the lending

out nf cattle(ukusisa) to proprietors of chiefdoms(which may

or may not have been the former chiefs- certainly disrupted
the independency of Tormer social units by its cohesive and
centralizins nature, the role of the clan and kinship ties
acted as a necessary foundation for the larger and perhaps
even unwieldy political and economic complex.

It is surrested that any attempt to explain the location
of largse towne must take into account the much wider spatiel
realm of its economic political and environmental situation.
As with most towns and sites the impression we gain from
- the Z2ulu ekanddqs or military towns is not one of self suf-

ficiency but rather of a high degree of dependency on the

support of peripheral and rural settlement.
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NGUNGUNDLOVU : DISCUSSION

The nlan form of all villares and larse tovnms were hooic—
n11v the same. A <tronc circular fence, nrobably about Ofect
in height and consistin~ of stakes driven into the ground and
interwoven with brushwood, (Precis of information 1894, §.C.
Hryant 1907) enclosed the settlement unit. The huts were
built sinsularly or in rows, depending on the =ize of the kraal,

alon~s the inside merimeter of this outer stockade. Enclosed

by the livins aquarters and yet another fence(but not as strony
ly built) was the isiBhaya, the principal cattle pen. At one
end of the towﬁ/village was the main entrance which faced the
auarters of the family head/chief/king on the oppisite side.
Rapoport(1969) feels that correlation can be found between the
occurence of pastoral, polygcamous people and the circularity
of kraals in Africa and that "there are probably symbolic
features in the circularity the centrality, and the fence
itself." The differences between the basic homestead and the
royal/military kraals is mainly, and obviously, one of size.
The former containin; anywhere from 5-15 huts(chiefs kraals
were probably largse with 30 or maybe 50 huts - the diagram on
pg 27 , taken from a drawing Dby Bell probably made in 1832,
represents a chiefs kraal.) Whilst the lattier, during
Dingane's time could have contained anywhere from several
hundred to over 1000(Gardiner 1966). The other differences
can be related to the inmates of each . The homesteads consisted
basically of the headman, his family and possibly scervants, the
larger towns were inhabited by a regiment or regiments formed

on the vasis of age groups; whilst some of these towns

undoubtedly/.....
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. 3 . jn r
mdoubtedly contoined quarters for the kiny, and his wives~?

(isieodlo). There were other structural differences too; the
cattle were folded in small enclosures within the isiBhaya
iteelf, whilst the grainpits, which in the smaller homestead
Sgﬁg%ifryere located in the isiBaga, formed a separate unit

Athe town itself or in the cuse of homesteads, amongst
the huts (Kirby 1955)

There are two factors which influence the layout of the
kraal and the pattern of hut building (reference is to the
eknnda - but most of the points relate to the homestead settle-
ments too). The first incorporates the physical nature of the
csite and environment; the slope, soil coverage, water runoff

and so on. The second relates to the symboldic or cultural

values attached to certain patterns of architecture and

Tt ie extremely difficult to put up an environmental
(climate, resource availability etc.) deterministic argument
in relation to the form and structure of hute. Rapoport(1969)
hac argued convincingly that the vartelby of forms suggests
that environmental factors alone do not determine the house
typgﬁgtructure, It is obvious that the widespread occurence
of beehive or hemispherical huts in Africa (Walton 1956) point
directly to social and cultural determinants whilst the varidy
of materials used in construction points to the environmental

aveilability of suitable items for use in different parts of the
structure. But these are generalized factors and we find thot
details will vary from area to area according to cultural and
social choice not only in the way things are built but in the

materials/ceeees
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maserials which are used for particulor structures(walton 1956)
sinee theae voriables are - conterned with  roofing, however,
they cannot be related directly to the archneologsical information,
and we should turn to factors influencing the position , build-
in: ond form of the hut floonrss. The gradient shane, size and
c0il coveray;e of the hill on which the site is situated must
determine the position of hutfloors and orientation of the kraal
to some degree. The top of the hill(San%yane) was not built
on very nrobably because the soil is far too rocky. Surface
run-off and soil types must also make certain demands on the
building and orientation of hut floors. The soil at
Meuncundlovu is of a general pritty type; the depth of this
surface soil varies from a shallow layer on the hisher portions
of the hill to slightly deeper deposit on the lower slopes
(naturally a result of watcr erosion)

A rubbly and 'rotten' type of bed rvock underlies this
surface layer . It seems from one or two huts in the isigodlo
area that huts in general might have been purposely laid down
on bedrock rather than on the surface, possibly because of the
dansers of cracking daga due to sligsht downslope so0il move-
ments, but there is not adequate information as yet to
illustrate this. Surface run-off, as will be shown later, must
definitely determine the position of the hut.. entrance; it is
also poscible that surrounding ditches and drainage systems
misht also have been built to cope with excessive storm water

36

runoff during the summer months. Bryant(1967) says that

hills were chosen for settlement to catch the conl breezes
that might spring up during the day but it is also probable
that/....



thnat hicher sround wng chosen for reasons of henalth (Din' nane
cotboblinhad a cccond quunyuudlnvu kraal comewhere near the
Blnelk Umfoiozi, soon after his defeat at Blood river, %c WL,
however, forced to move it again to somewhat higsher sround
heeause of health and moscouito problems. )

T have already mentioned the posaible connection between
circularity ~nd pactoral, polyramous peoples, but there were
other ideolorical concepts that may have influenced the
astructure and arransement of huts. The ideas of centrality
and kinship meant that the kinggs livine cuarters and those of
the more important members would probably be built on ground
above and o#erlooking, as far as possible, the major portion of
the town. Again the concepts of centrality and kinship would
perhaps mean the location of the kings cuarters in some central
position in relation (symmeﬁ}cally) to the rest of the town.

Thus the building of Dingane's capital on a hill slope
may have incormorated the ideas of drainage, tradition,

polyemy, kinship and health.

A DESCRIFPTION OF THYE MGUNGUNDLOVU DATA

The approach ahd quantification of the data from
Moungsundlovu must be designed to test, some of the sugrestions
that have been made earlier and the 'historical' descriptions
of the kraal. The following factors have therefore determined
the assig%ent of various attributes to each floor (and site
in general)

i) the/.;...



i)

iv)

V)

vi)

vii)

tite location of the floor in torne of the ross arrisn,c-
mentas of features (or living cection) on the site in

tota (ie. isirodlo aren, worrior secti?n, risht flank,
left flank, entronce area, iheje ete.)

the pogition of the floor in terms of its immediate
surrounding (in particular the distance between it and
the next hut in each direction)

the nosition of the floor in terms of slope (as related
to contours)

the avnroximate diameters of the floors (annrox,as the
floors were not perfectly circular);to standardize the
maximun measurement hoa been used.

the type of hearth (circular of clover), the diaumeter
ol the inner bowl of tio nir th, nnd the width of the
hearth rim.

‘'he number and position of postholes on the floor
(diameters were taken when possible)

the presence/aw®sence/position of other. tyves of hut
furniture (umbundus(singsle,multiple,curid bow); potholes
(single/multiple); ‘'racking' holes; entrances(entrance
step; isihonqo or isithambanja))

~r
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One of the most obvious and basic asswmptions that can
be made is that the slope of the ground must in some way deter-
mine the building of the huts. The two assumptions that can
be made are that

i) DProvicion was made for the levelline of the floors
(comTort and storace)

ii) Jain water surfoce runoff should be prevented from
entering the huts.

The first of these factors we tested by ruwmnineg cross
sections through a number of huts,both in the isigodlo and
the warrior areas. The huts were found to e levelled but with
slight inclines towards the entrance this was probably due to
insufficient levelling as the test for the second assumption
(see diafram 5 ) shows that all the entrances of our exposed
hut floors face downslope or to a sufficient degree, so as to
nrevent water flowing throuph the entrance into the hut (the
entrance porition was calculated oﬂ the basig that-~where
entrances were clearly defined they were the points on the
hut perimeter closest to the hearth - this feature is also
gupported by Walton(1969), Bryant(196e7) and Biermann(:<7 ).)
I suspect that my data for the warrior huts may be a little
inaccurate, but the position of the entrances are neverthe-

less averted from the danger of water flow.

——
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Inter hut  relotionchips are obviously imporbant in the
or;s«anization of livinge space in a kraal the size of
Iounsundlovue.  Decisions must be made as to the amount of free
apace alfforded to each dwellins unit, how the nced for. privacy
should be coned with, and senerally how to arrange and order
o Ylorye nurber  of houses. These decisions will uwltimately be
mage in terms of kraal desi;n, seniority and function. Thus
more room and vnrovision for mprivacy can expected to be found
in areas containing; the ¥ing and his women, whilsost in the
‘commoner! warrior section little comfort of this kind would
be apparent and inter hut spaces probably only allowed for
movenent around the barracks and the occasional open area for
eating purvoses. This is all conjectural bhut the differences
in hut spac-ing clearly observeable on the survey maps (see pgs4ﬁ«5n&ﬂ
do illustrate a marked distinction between the isighodlo and
the iziGhabeni. These differences have been quantified in
terms of inter hut distances measured from centre-hearth, to
the two nearest floor,. BSince recovery percentase of warrior
huts i: known to be 1ow éﬂ‘area,apparently containing the
highest density of located huts;was sampled.38 All inter
hut (hearth) distances were measured in the isighodlo.

The statistic tables (pg ) clearly
illustrate the isigodlo/warrior dichotomy in this resvect.
'he low recovery percentage in the warrior area has most
definitely influenced the standard deviation and mean fifures.
(total recovery of huts in the Isishodlo is probably somewhere

around 90% whilst being only ca T75% in the selected warrior area)
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The identification of postholes iz not a very accurante
procergs.  Since, one of the arens vhere the dnpa ia moat
exvoned tn erosion, versetation damase and terimite activity is
the posthnle, it is often difficult to decide whether a broken

cection of dnga marks the nosition of a former insikn or not.
Very occasionnlly one of the 'vmossibles' contain a burnt stump
(such as that repregented in daigram 4 ) allowing for the
vositive identification of an insika position, but this is
only wrnrely the case. The most important factors in the
determination of posthole positions are the hut size and rough
symetricity in arrangement. Thus it is as unnecessary for a
emall hut to contain 10 posts just as it is absurd that all
roats should be located in front of the hearth. ©Postholes
were looked for in ‘the centre of huts just behind the fire-
place. If the hut was of medium size (5m) a further two post-
holes(at the minimum) could be expected, and aligned along
the hearth/entrance axis. As hut size increased the erecting
of post supports on either side of the central axis would
prove necessary. This relationship between size and number of
postholes has been illustrated graphically (pr 157 ), although
the general pattern is clearly observable there appears to be
a certain amount of overlap which is most probably partly a
result of identification inaccuracies. The dichotomy between
warrior and isigodlo is also represented here. All exnosed huts
having 1 post each whilst the number ranged from 1 to 9 in the
isigodlo3§ (The amount of damage has rendered information

possibly derived from posthole diasmeters impractical)
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IZIKO - THE HEARTHS (see pages i43-3)

Two type=s of hearths have been identified (i) circular and
(ii) scalloped (see photographs 7+8), By far the greater
number of hearths are circular and only five of those located
being scalloped (all of which occur in the Isigodlo). The
range of inner hearth diameter at Mgungundlovu is 0,97m to
0,43m(and is éreater at Ulundi - 1,22m-0,20m). The hearth
sizes in the Isigodlo are generally larger than those from the
barracks section, the range and variation is also bigger, whilst
those from the latter tend to be standardized (see the mean and
standard deviations pg 47). There seems to be a high degree
of correlation between the hut and hearth size (see low
standard deviations pg 749 ), this factor might prove to be
important in the reconstruction of the less well preserved hut

floors at the site especially since the: thickness of the hearth
favours its durability. o~ the fL°f'ﬂva'J/L5 batiad Loprl..
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Two different diumeters were taken for ench hut floonr
(cee pye e ) the maximum reading was used in anal yvois.,  Two
tvves of patterns emergced from a pure quantification of this
dnta.

i)  areas where hut floors tended to be standardized in size
(see srapn | @ s2)

ii) arecaos where there was creater variability (see granh i
Areas of type (i) are located in Section E(sce Piag 33 :8:x%)

the excavated portion of the warrior barracks and also in

the last and uppermost row of the isigodlo(Huts 47,48,49 % 50)

The type (ii) pattern areas exclusively in the isirodlo and

central Bheje. Admittedly the sample from the warrior area

(5 reliable diameier measurenents) is far tod small a basis

for the makins of 'lawlike generalizations' about warrior

hut size, but the pattern of standardization in this area is

repeated in the quantification of other forms of data (which

in turn reemvnhasized the small probable variabilty in hut

diameters). Outside the realms of wvariability the distinction

or dichotomy between isigodlo and warrior areas is underlined

in addition, by the mere size of the floors occuripg in each

area. The smallest huts have been exposed in the barracks

(less than 4meters) whilst the biggest (hut 23 has the largest

diameter of 8 meters) are found in the isigodlo, in fact all

the warrior huts are smaller than any of those from the latter.

(see rraphs = . “
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The Taigcodlo is the moat cormlex of the 3 dirforend Tivine
T"he but floors disnlay the rentest

v riation in size and content and in their svatial arranyement.
The vuantilicotion of hut floor data (cee pocenwe-o & ding, 35 )
b rhiown that this variation can be indexed in terms of hut
diameter, hearth diameter, the number of postholes, hut
furniture (umbundus, potholes and racking supvorte) ound inter—
hut disrtonces. Thege 'inconsistences' in hut typme ond the use
of snace must be primarily attributed to functional gifferences
The accounts and diaries of enrly vistors to Lrunsoundlovu and
the work of some Zulu historians do describe in come detail
the organization and structure of the Kings 'seragsalio' but
the 1inefficiency of the sampling makes it difficult to identify
or relate the archaeological data with particular pieces of
information they have recorded. From Bryant and Stuart (Killie
Campbell Papers) we know that there were probably two primary
divisions in the isigodlo, the Black (Isi godlo esiMnyama) and
the White (JIsigodlo esilihlophe) and which seem to have been
fenced off from one another. 3Both agree that the Black
was the reserve of the King and his favourites whilst the White
housed the Royal girls (Umdlunkulu) and other servants, however
there seems to be a slight difference of opinion as to where
these primary sections were located. According to Stuart and
his informants39 the Black Isigodlo was in the centre and
nearest the big cattle enclosure (see daigram3~), Whilst
Bryant (1929), who admittedly is referring to the royal towns
of both Shaka and Dingane, suggests it to be at the centre but

towards the back.

assuming/.......
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Ascuming that the more elaborate and larger of the huts
would occur in the IsiGhodlo esiliyama the dichotomy should
be reflected in our data between areas of larger huts with more
variation in hut furniture and areas of smaller huts with less
content variation. With reference to the kraal Map (back pecret)
a single arch of huts can be recognised running along the top
end of the Isigodlo, below which there is a space of 30m at the
maximum and then the main body of huts4O(I shall refer to these
as the back and front sections respectively.) An index of
change throush the isigodlo has been described on pagesiss & (oie/
where it i1s demonstrated that the index number decreases, for
hut rows as one moves from the front to the back section (ie.
the index merely indicates the mean figure for the posthole
nunber, size etc. for each defined row, the bigger the index
number the 'more elaborate' the row hut type). It is felt
therefore that the dichotomy between front and back section
in relation to (a) hut type and (b) the strong definition
between the two in terms of hut .irsarrangement and spatial
division reflects the Black and White isigodlo areasrespectively.
(A rather conflicting factor, however is that Stuart (K.C.
papers) suggests the White Isigodlo to be much larger than the
Black, if this is +true then the division hypothesized here, is
not really acceptable.)

Fynn(1950) Bryant(1929) Champion{(1967) and Owen(1926)
have each described smaller divisions within the isigodlo usually
consisting of 3 huts surrounded by triangular shaped fences
Fynn(1950:25) says that "each compartment is named according
to ite use, or the division of the household who occupy it."

An attempt/...
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An ootempt  to r“:-'ign atbributes to each vt and dofine
hut mouns on the bosis of a cluater anitlyaioc failed due to
inefticient -~ sammline (one type of cluster mi hi be neanine—
ful however; if it is ascuned thnat kitchen of cupply huts
are renrecscnted by either one of the following, 1) racyine
holes 2) multivnle umbundus, 3) multiple potholes, then there

i a definite cluasterings of these features around the

Other attenpts at this wort of approach were hampered by the
fact that a) all apnrtments did not contain 3 huts (Bryant,
Chamnion, Owen), and b) there is some doubt as to whether
hut ¢roups should consist of
i) Similar huts
ii) dissimilar huts
iii) anartments varying from one to the other of the above-
The most useful indicator of apartment grouping will obviously be
the positions of the fencing complex but -as no detailed inter-
hut excavation has been undertaken in the isigodlo, it is not
yet known whether the fence' positions are still preserved.
The third possible indication of hut apartments is the spatial
frouning of huts and I have taken the liberty of attempting
to reconstruct the isigodlo on this basis (see daisramio :5/)
The question most often asked by visitors to the site,
concerned the position of Dingane's hut; the king however had
a number of huts all probably serving different purposes (sleep-
ing, eating, business etc.) It is nos iowir whether his
izindl u were close together or spread around the iéimodlo in

large.

However/eeees
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However, the hut with 22 posts refered to by Owen, Champion
and Retief as Dingfane's council hut (and snid to be the larrest
in the kraal) has definitely not been located; this probably
becocuse it was siiwated in the Eastern end of the Isigodlo,
an area not yet excavated%1

Fach hut from the isigodlo will not be described in turn,
this information is described and illustrated elsewhere (Apj- o)
but there are three types of hut furniture occuring on a number
of huts that do need further elaboration.
1. Huts with pot-holes (11,39 & 35). The area behind the
umbundu is £aid to be a storage place for pots, calabashes etc.
and in both huts 35 & 39 single potholes are located behind
the umbumdu, these were probably built for tpe safe keeping of
beverages (probably sour milk - utywala) in large round-bottomed
pots but there is no indication as to whether these were kitchen
or ordinary living huts. Hut 11 is something entirely different,
it containés 12 large pot-holes (diameters range from 35-55cm)
around virtually the entire inside perimeterdf2 There seems
to be no doubt that these holes contained beer pots in which
fresh milk was stored until souring (for the consumption of
isigodlo inmates primarily and possibly some of the warrion)
The hut has been termed the'brewery' or affectionately the 'bar'
2. Most of the hut umbundus were single ridges arching
round the bhack of the floors, huts 10 and 9 however contain
multiple umbundus (see drawings of huts 4» T); 10 has 3
interlinking arches and 9 has two but a possible third. It
is possible that these were simply elaborate desigms fancied
by the hut owners (this might also account for the ‘cupid-bow'

variation/....



variation in hut 35) but it seems more likely that they aserved
porticular fundamental needs, such as the storage of different
types of foodstuffs: 1 surpgest therefore that these were

kitchen hutgs.

3. Two huts (8 & 23) have numbers of small postholes around
the back areas. The frequency and position preclude the
possibility of their being supports for the hut roof; instead
we have called them racking posts; but for the support, keeping
or storage of exactly what is not known. IHut 8 has 15 of these
holes placed with some regularity behind and just in {front

of the umbundu. As the floor is in close proximity wi%h the
proposed kitchen and brewery huts (11,10 & 9) it might also be
possible that the hut 8 stored srticles dig¢tary consumption

or related to the prepaﬁiion of foodstuffs. Hut 23(the largest
located floor in the kraal) has over 56 of these racking post-
holes; because of their number and position of the hut (on the
other end of the isigodlo, the east end to the so called kitchen
area) it does not seem likely that they served the 'same sort
of function as these in hut 8, the only other possibility that
comes to mind is that they formed support for stacking Zulu

military equipment, primarily spears.
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BZIGHADENT/WARRIOR IUTS/BARPACKS

Data obtained from huts in the warrior area indicatesgin
contrast with those of the isigodlo, a large degreec of standard-
ization. None of the excavated warrior huts contained furniture,
all had maximum diameters of under 4 metere and single postholes
centrally placed; hearth sizes were also closely grouped (the
sample digtribution having a standard deviation of 0,04- see
dimensional statistics pg (57 )

Information from historical sources refer to a number of
features in the eziGhabeni:

a) The huts were apparently aligned in rows, although there

is no detailed account of hut arrangement this is the impres-
sion gained from all the drawings and skeEpes~of the kraal (see
pages 83 77) and a few scattered remarks(OWen 1926). One gets

the feeling(from these drawings)that huts were simply puﬁA?ows
because of ease in representation. Only Stuart seems +to have
made any effort to be accurate in this recspect and his illus-
tration shows the row density vafying from 6 to 3 (with 4 around
the entrance area and 6 towards the isigodlo - sece daigram43'23 )
Our excavated sample from the barracks is far too small to

test the proposed row arrangement or to form a basis for any
reconstruction of this sort. The plot of located hut floors

is also confusing since the greater majority of these points
are simply bits of floor rather than standard and known points
on the hut (ie. Centre hearth) In addition there

i8s no accurate information as to the width of the warrior band.

b) Again/.ceeeeeeee.
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b) Again the impression gained from historical sources is

of a high hut density in the eziGhabeni and this is supported
by excavation and survey data. The mean inter-hearth distance
for the warrior area is, 5,92m (see pages 150 ) is the lowest
for the kraal; this figure can,however, be misleading as
distances between the outer edges of the floors are often less
than gﬁg meter (see diagram /2 )

c) There is frequent mention of shield or weapon storage

huts placed at intervals around the eziGhabenij William Wood
records 4, and Smith 6 (see diagram /% ). These huts were erect?
on poles, to protect the shields from rats, worms, and according
to Stuart were called uMyango (it is rather doubtful that the
were rectangular in shape a Smith says them to be) We have
no information as yet for the location of the Myanga.

d) Stuart and Gardiner refer to open spaces found at intervals
around the kraal serving as eating places for the warriors.

Again our sample is too small to construet any test for this.

e) Stuart, Walton and Oberholster divide the barracks into
sections housing different regiments (see DiA¢ 34 ) Walton and
Oberholster have obviously drawn their information straight

from Stuart’s book 'Kulmetule' in which there seems to be some
confusion between the names of Induna's and those of regiments.
Gardiner is the only one of the early visitors to the kraal who
makes specific reference fo a regiment which he calls the
Unkunginlove (Ungungundlovu) which is about 900 strong.(Gardiner
-1966:62). It seems however, that he is simply talking of the

regiment resident in the kraal at the time and for want of

name uses/.....
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a name uses that of the capital; besides it is doubtful that
the full quota of warriors at Mgungundlovu were formed into
one regiment of 900 men only, the number of huts and probable
maximum population in the barracks (ca 5,500 ) sugrests that
there were at least 6 and possibly 8 different regiments re-—
siding at the kraal for some portion of the year (Gardiner,
Bryant and Krige say that regiments usually consisted of 600-
1000 warriors), Stuart's regiment divisions seem therefore to
be consistent with otherinformation and the names of the regi-
ments are well known and often vreferred to in the history of
Shaka, Dingane, [Ipande Cetywaya. It is possible that theré
are some structural divisions in the barrack complex associated
with regimental grouping but again there is no archaeological
information to illustrate this.

Our hut sample from the warrior area has therefore proved
itself inefficient in the testing of a number of features

suggested in the historical record. Nevertheless it is able to

b

jllustrate i) +the high density of huts (see 5 !53¢ )

ii) the standardization of the basic warrior hut
type. (see £ 42 )

iii) the extent of the barrack section and there-
fore the probable overall hut number.

iv) although downslope erosion probably contributed,
the warrior hut floors seemed to be generally
in much poorer condition than those from the
isigodlo, indicating that the latter were pro-
bably more carefully built.



Hut furniture can bhe loosely defined as those hut floor
features which occur only on a number of floors as opposed to
those features which reoccur in each instance (postholes and
hearths). Thus the hearth is part of the basic hut desiem
whilet umbundus, potholes and racking holes (hut furniture)
are additions to the hut. Umbundus can be traced either by
the precence of the daga band itaelf of by a remaining scar
arching across the floor. Pot holes are recognized by . sheilr
sive, regpularity and occurence of sherds; racking holes by
their numnber, arrancsement and position around the back of huts.
Three other kinds of hut furniture, of a sort, are the igitham-
banja, a cresentic 1lip of dags attached to the entrances of
some hute (em. Hut 41 & 42); an entrance step,definedlby a
semicircle of daga reinforcement but within the hut itself
(eg. Hut 33); both are probably ways of emphasizing the entrance
and protecting the floor from damage. The third is the

isihonqo (see Hut 187) and will be described more fully latter

Hut furniture are characteristics of the isigodlo and

Bheje area only (see diagram 3% pg i)



THI DHTWTI KRAATLS

The name Bheje (or Beje) refers in a general manner, to
three small satellite kraals situated higher on the hill slope
above the Isigodlo and more specifically to the central and
bi¢er of the three. The kraal on the left hand side (to the
east) was called Mvazana (Stuart - sece Pqgge &9 ) ( the
nane 1o nrobably derived from the noun va(um) meaning back
part o* background plus the diminutive =zana suffix would mean
the little outside thing (on the backgroﬁb) — Dent & Nyembezi 1974)
According o Stuart(37.17.C.) this kraal contaired 4 huts but
its exact function is not really clear, although Walton and
Oberholster suggest. it to be an abattolr. Their argument seems
reasonable especially since Ulundi, Cetewayo.!s kraal (which
is supposed to have been very similar to Mgungundlovu) had two
Bheje kraals, one of which was used for the slaughter of cattle
(see diagram 3i pgiav)

Eight huts were apparently contained in the central Bheje
kraal (Stuarts map). Hofstede and Moodie's maps (pgs =7-%% )
indicate five but this is certainly not the case since the
survey has located seven. The huts were all aligned in a rough
linear pattern (similar to the maps on pge %7 & %> ) rather
than in a circle as represented by Stuart.

Of the seven huts,four have been exposed,all of which
fall intc the range of hut types from the isigodlo rather than
from the barracks (hut 187 is so far unique with respect to other
hut types found at the site but itss form is something we
would not expect to find in the warrior area).

this central/..
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This central Bheje kraal was. inhabited only by "the Royal

!

family and the Kings beloved" ......../Many people lived in

them who wore lMgrata on their arms, Mnaka44

K. C.n

also beautiful shining brasses."(Kulmetule: Stuart) On one of
A

on their necks and

the huts 190, 5 copper bangles (one of them possibly a neck-
band) and large quantities of beads were found (not yet quanti-
fied) The neighbouring hut (189) produced a number of ochre
stained upper and lower grindstones and a few ochre chunks (see
photograph 24) The huts and their contents seem to be eon-
gistent with the argument that they were occupied by the King'a‘
relatives and some other important personages; the size of

the huts, the ochre 'cosmetic' kits, the beads and bangles all
seem to suggest this.

The function of the two peripheral flanges around the
front portion of hut 187 is rather a puzzle. A Zulu visitor
to the site identified them as belonging to the isiHonqo
(a reed screen often built in front of doorways); the flanges
would therefore Iform a daga porch between the screen and hut
proper, whilst the gap between these outer strips and the main
floor possibly marks the position of the umsele ( foundation .

trench).

The Grainpits (see photographs 26 i)

The third Bheje kraal, the Mbeceni, contained the grainpits.
All the drawings illustrating this kraal including those of
Stuart, Walton and Oberholster indicate 4 huts. Four
possible (possible since they are indicated by small hollows in

the ground, perhaps 1l-2 metres in diameter) grainpits have been

identified/...
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identified on the survey map, one which has been excavated
(see diagram {4) This grainpit showed similar design to the
types wusually found in smaller homesteads (and located in the
central cattle kraal); it consisted of a narrow opening expand-
ing into a largish bowl below. (although only slightly less
than half of the whole grainpit had been excavated 4 of the
excavation crew managed to fit inside quite easily. The
openingé were probably closed off with stones and cow dung and
it is possible since the records refer to huts (see fyss7-8),
that each pit was covered by a thatched roof. The approximate:
volume of each grainpit (if we assume them to be the same size.
as the one excavated) wasca.$, 3l cubic metres , and it is probable
that the grain was meant for the cénsumption‘of the isigodlo

and Bheje inhabitants alone.

There is in addition evidence to the fact that this upper
section of the kraal around the Bheje was an area used for
copper and iron working%5 A sandstone mould (see diagmam i§ )
was recovered(from the excavated grainpit(!)). The rows of
holes were probably used as moulds for copper or brass beads;
the remains of burnt twigs in some of them possibly indicate the
way in which small holes were made in each bead. Two traié%lar
channels along the side of the 'brick’ might have been moulds
for copper bangles (also traingular in cross section).

(mention of this sort of mould is made by Géf&ner (1966) and -

others.) mﬁ%@% ;V,La/&ﬁa/ L%a/%



UMBELO, THls STOCKADE

There is no doubt that Mgungundlovu was encircled both on
the inner and outer perimeters by a fence or stockade (uMbelo)
(whilat the Bheje kraals were probably similarly fenced.)
Champion describes the ullbelo as being made of "straight bushes
crogsing each other in the shape of an X." (Champion 1967:31).
A trench, excavated to bed rock, was extended outwards from
behind huts 47 & 48 (see daigram & pgb«k) for a distance
of approximately 43 metres in an attempt to locate the stockade.
Although a number of holes (ca 15 metres behind the huts floors)
were located in some concentration, nothing conclusive was ob-
tained to indicate the position of the fence. (in diagram 1o
pg 51 the outer stockade has been drawn in on the basis of the

hole concentration mentioned above)

A section of a low stone wall has been located. It runs
through the lower end of the vpen area between the front and back
sections of the isigodlo and roughly parallel with the hut rows
(see Diagram 3& ); this certainly suggests itself to be the remainc
of some form of partition or fence. (especially since it lies
in a position where one would expect to find such a feature).
The uncertainty as to it's exact associations, however, renders

the interpretation of this bit of ewvidence, questionable.
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MIDDINS

Three small midden excavations (see diasg 37) produced
quantities of cattle,,h buck, sheep/goat remains and sherds,
beads and odd pieces of metal. Since no detailed analysis of
the sample has been undertaken the exact contribution which
the excavations have made.‘(and indeed future midden analysis
will make) is still unknown. The faunal data does however
suggest that hunting might have been of some importance to the
dietary economy (as well as sheep or goat)46

The location of middens in relation to the living areas
might also be an important source of information, not only as
a record of the probable variation in content between barrack
and isigodlo but also as indicators of site.use. If the
inhabitants of the kraal were tipping waste over the outer
stockade midden~locations might also act as guides to the

position of the fence. 4



CONCLUSION

To avoid repitition the conclusion will be as short as
possible. The data as it stands is not in the need of fancy
mathematical constructs, the patterns that wish to be illus-
trated are, for the most part, clearly observable and they
have only required the assigment of simple measurements. It
would also be pointless to describe in any detail the
differences between the survey map of the site andthe many
historical drawings of the kraal. In terms of detail,
Gardiners sketch (pg &% ) seems to be the most accurate of the
earlier drawings. Those of Smith (pg s~ ) and Champion (pg S+ )
seem to have been jotted down from memory and are obviously
inaccurate in detail. Smith showing far too few huts??;hilst-
the kraal is most certainly not circular, Champions plan is far
too egg shaped. There are suveral variations of the type of
drawings on pages &= % and all of them are inaccurate
proportionally (being mo re interested in the 'murder' at the
centre of the kraal), they are artist's sketches rather than
anything attempting +to represent a true and accurate picture
of the kraal. Of the two later sketches,that of Stuart (pg 59)
is probably the most accurate in detail whilst the water-
colour executed by Cary(pg ¢ ) is blaténtly incorrect. The
usefulness of the diagrams however, is that by their consistency
in reproducing certain aspects of the kraal we can obtain general
impresgions of:

i) the position of the kraal in relation to the hill

ii) the relative positions and vague proportions of the
isigodlo and barracks area.

iii) the density of huts in the barracks as opposed to the
greater amount of space and the apartmenting of huts in
the isigodlo.



iv)the approximate locations, number and size of the Dheje

kraals.

v)the existance

entrance at the bottom of the kraal

The written accounts

and there tends

of outer and inner stockades and the main

are not all that much more useful i,

to be on overemphasis on the isigodlo. 1In

addition there have been a number of attempts to estimate the

total number of huts and the maximum possible population at

NO.

SOURCE POPULATION iY{ OF HUTS
Stuart-he obtain-
ed his information .
from Dingane's L0
milk & herd boys
Steenkamp -
apparently from
his own observa-
tions at the site
nearly 100 yrs. 2,500
after it had been
built!
Champion 1,000
Owen 2,500
Gardinenr 5,500 1,100
Retief 20 per hut -

34,000 1,700(bvarracks)

Based on informa-
tion from Krige &
Gardiner.

Each regiment 800-

1000 strong; 8 regi-
ments at Mgungundlovu

therefore 8,000-
6,400 warriors
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TRACING OF ANDREwW SMITH'S SKETCH OF DINGANE'S Kraar,
APrIL, 1832

It is obvious that Smith made this sketch in order to refresh
his memory when he returned to the Cape. Note how only
a few huts are indicated in four different areas. These were,
of course, completely filled with huts. Note also the rect-
angular thatched sheds in which weapons were kept.
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Dingaan's Kraal

Teken from an illustration in H.J.Hofstede's(junior )book"Geschiedenie van den

Cranje-Vrystaat" 1876.

W



Murder of Piet Retlef;

Illustration taken from

History of the Battles in 8.Africa,by D.C.F.Moodie.vol.l.
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Dincane’s KKraaL
Ilan drawn by Janes Stuart

—BIAERAN

UMGUNGUNDLOVU

This diagram, taken from James Stuart’s book uRKuluswelule, is cirzular
for reasons of space, and in order to be more casily handled for detuils. I'ne
kradl was, in fact, clhptical in shape.
Explanation
uMvazana—the hittle outside left kraal.
uBeje —the little outside centre kraal.
Kwallbeceni—rtne hittle outside rizht kraal.
Outer fence of the big Royal Iraul.
Fence of the white scraglio.
Fence of the black seraglio.
Barracks of the guards of the seraglio.
Housce of the King.
House of Mpikase, mother of Dingane.
Kraal in which the cattle for slaughter (the cattle for the mouth)
were kept, and in which the King washed.
Kraal for the cattle of the community.
Regimental barracks.
House of Commander-in-Chief, Ndlela.
Housc of the Commander, Nzobo.
Abattoir enclosure.
Milking enclosures.
Enclosure in which soldiers danced at milking time.
Gate posts.
Central dividing gate post.
Fences of soldicrs’ barracks.
Where the pillows, i.e., headrests, arc.
All the space right down to the gate is the side of the kraal.
Great cattle kraal.
Large cattle kraal of the ama\Wombe regiment.

There were many entrances on all sides, and many wind-screens in front
of doors, and grain huts and storchouses for shiclds, but they arc not shown
on this paper for they are too small.

The soldicrs at Mgungundlovu filled the whole place. At the headrest
on the left side of the kraal there was the Nqo#olondo regiment ; then followed
the Mankamane (imilKhulutshane) ; at the stomach of the kraal were the
Zibolela and Fasimba regiments ; and when you went towards the gate
there was the Tshoyisa. Neuar the large cattle kraal on the right at the headrest
(near seraglio) was the Zimpohlo ; then followed the Maniwentshane (imi-
Khulutshane) and the Dukuza regiments ; then towards the gate was the
large cattle kraal and ama\Wombe.

In the white scraglio stay the 1,500 girls who have been sent as tribute
to the King. The iNdlunkulu and il{hoklo and 1 Ngadi of every kraal of impar-
tance in Zululand were required to present to the King at least one grown-up
girl. This girl was sent to one or other of the King’s numerous kraals, and
lived there with the other girls in a similar position. She belonged to the Kiny
and he could either marry her himself or marry her to someone else, in which
case he reccived the lobolo cattle for her. The matron who was in charze there
was Bibi, daughter of Nkofe (or Sompisi), the sister of Ndlela, the Commander-
in-Chief.

In the bluck seraglio, where no one enters (only a boy servant who has
not reached the age of puberty works), stay the King only with his concubines,
together with the part of the seraglio responsible for his food. The matron in
charge at first was Langazana, daughter of GuGashe. Then, when she was
transferred to Khangela, the matron was Mjanisi, the wife of Lenzangakhova.
The food and beer and calabashes were kept in the huts of the girls. They do
not stay in the house of the matron.

In the scraglios there were slave girls and widows who did the work of
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the place.
Note—

]:m,os Stuart's information concerning Maungundiov, Ninrace's Kraal, was taken (roc his Zuli
book wR wlimetute, as told by the Zulus, Tunuau, son of Nonjiya of the QwabBe clia, Nuhh for V.

mbukazi), son of Meikaziswa of the Lauga clan, Lunguza, son of Mpukane of the 7 Whu clan, S,
sant of Manuugo, son of Malunga of the HiuBbi clan, during his investigations on Zuly History from
1389 onwards.
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On the basis of ascsumed recovery precentages it is possible

to make some estimations derived from our archaeological data.

The estimations that follow are made on the basis of 3

asaumptions

1.

Ly

that one whole half of the warrior arc has been mapped.
There are two problems in making this assumption, fisrtly,
we have no idea whether the Dbottom couple of huts (ie
near Nkosinkulu's grave) truly marks the entrance posi-
tion or not (but semetrically the central axis seems to
run through this point and the road which.all probability
is the same path used at the time of the kradls
habitation, also passes here) Secondly, we do not have
precise indications as yet to where the warrior huts

stop and the istidlo tormlex begins. (supposedly marked
by Dambuza's hot 1?) (however the isigodlo extends, at
least a little further to the right from hut no. 23 -

on the basis that 23 is a large isigodlo type hut and
also on the overall plan form of huts in the area in-
cluding the probable termination beginning of isisgodlo)

that we have located at least 85% of the isigodlo huts
and very probahly as much as 95%. We certainly have
mapped the right end (although the precise point of
which is not known - see above) and seem to be fairly
near to the left end. The odd 'gap' that can be seen
on the hut map might be 'natural' spaces just as they
may be areas where we have not as yet located a hut.

that in a 5Ometre section, where the density for
located huts in the warrior area is greatest (around
the Section E strip) We have a 75% recovery (because
this is a rough approximation I have included a range
from 85%-95% in the estimations below - especially
since, open 'eating spaces' apparently occured at
intervals in the warrior area.) see overleaf



WARRIOR

ISIGODLO

TOTAL FO.

Length of left warrior arc = 170 metres

therefore total length of
warrior barracks

it

Highest density of located

warrior huts in 50m = 33 Huts
which, at the following recov-
ery percentages, means a total
of warrior huts of:

No. of located huts = 77
therefore the total no.,
at the following recov-
ery percentages, would be

Therefore at the minimum there are
at the maximum there are
and probably (ie awverage
figure)

1420 metres

95

65% - 14 42
T0% - 13 38
75% - 12 50
80% - 11 71
85% — 11 .02
90% - 10 41
90% - 85.56
95% - 81.05

ca 1136.59

ca 1532.59
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The accuracy of these calculations are borne out by their
close correspondence with estimations made by others (ie Stuart
1,500, Champion 1000, Retief 1,700, Gardiner 1,100 and seems
to reject the high number suggested by both Kirkman and
Steenkamp - 2500)

In the calculation of the maximum possible population
at Mgungundlovu, Gardiners estimate of five individuals to
each hut have been used.

"In any other than a military place, the average of five
individuals to each house, hich I have allowed, would be too
many, as in those there are frequently three or four houses
belonging to one family; but in the ekandas no person, with
the exception of the Indoonas of the regiment, are permitted
to have more than one, which he occupies generally with two
wives and as many servants."(Gardiner 1966: 206)

The estimate of five per hut is reasonable in terms of
other figures given by Bleek(1965) and Bryant (1929). This
then would give approximately 5,600 to 6,600 inhabitants at
the kraal on the basis of our hut numbers this fits in between
the estimates given by Gardiner (5,500) and the calculation
using the regiment size (6,400 - 8,000).

Finally' the question of sampling adequacy is an important
one. The nature of the sample, as it stands, has most probably
been influenced by the initial objectivities of the excavation,
which was to obtain some form of archaeological reconstruction
of the site (it is wondered however, if the sample would have
been any different if this had not been the case.) The
result has been a possible overemphasis on exposing the
more ‘'attractive! isigodlo floors, as opposed to the ‘plainer!

warrior huts.

Logistical/...
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Log istical factors have also been influential since the
extent and nature of the site really demanded far larger fieldl
crews than were ever really present Although
these kind of factors should not be ignored when discussing
samnling problems the rest of this section will be turned into
a simple check list in terms of (a) what the sample is
capable of illustrating and (b) what it has failed to show.

(a) 1) The data has allowed for a reasonable estimation of the
site size, the total number of huts and, also, although
less accurately, an estimuwtion of the possible maximum
population.

ii) An accurate plot of all located hut floors and features,
thus presenting a fair reflection of the overall site
layout.

iii) The information enabled the identification of the
isigodlo, warrior and two of the Bheje areas.

iv) Differences in layout, architecture patterns between
the isogodlo and warrior areas have been illustrated.
In particular - density, dimensional factors, hut
furniture, and inter hut variation.

(b) i) Total hut number estimates have depended on a number
of assumptions (see pg 9! ) none of which can be
adequately illustrated (le. extent of warrior and
isigodlo areas and entrance position.)

ii) There is no acceptable information to illustrate
accurately the width, density and arrangement of the
warrior huts.

iii) The inner and outer stockades have not been found
- their importance is related both to simple recon-
struction and to spatial analysis of living area etc.

iv) There are a number of divisions within the isigodlo
primarily defined by area (ie Black and White) and
by compartmental groupings (see pg 5! ). None of
these compartment groups have been located in terms
of surrounding sjockades nor is there, at the moment,
any information for dividing huts, hut groups or
areas of the isigodlo into Functional loci (with the
possible exception of the ‘'kitchen' area)

V)eooooans



v) The relstionship of midden dumping areas to kraal
layout cannot at this stage be examined.

vi) The position and nature of the Mvazana kraal. (the
third Bheje site) is unknown.

vii) Nothing is really known about the possible inter hut
features (eating spaces, entrances and throushways
and shield storing huts.)
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The second seusons 'finds'  collection and midien samnles
havings only just arrived from Pietermaritzbur:.

'‘'he capital was purposely fired by the kin~ and it is
probable that a good many articles were collected from
the hut floors before the town was destroyed.

During which time a survey was made of Ulundi (see diag.
DT 30)

Of the Ilistorical Monuments Council

Carrted out by walking over the terrain and either spot-
tin~ bite of dacsa floor or diyring in likely areus

revor Cope has published a useful(but incomnlete and
insufficient in detnil) bubliography on the %ulu.(T. Cope
The 4ulu People: a select bibliography 1974 )

Thie factor of Qwabe seniority was to cause Dinsane a
spot of bother, since the Qwabe never really recognized
Zulu supremacy(Bryant 1929)

In fact the whole question of Nguni origins and the
nature of their settlem ent in Natal is badly in need of
re—examination.

It is unclear as to when the Nguni people first appeared
along the south east coast, but it seems they were probably
there well before the 16th century(Wilson 1969)

For the location of these three political groups see map 3
on page {99
the
I am thinking about, myth of Dingiswayo's associatiens with
a Mr Cowan who taught him the arts of European warfare
(eg Bryant 1929)

(fluckman "The Rise of the Zulu Empire" Scientific America
vol. 202, April 1960. Stevenson 1968 has an interesting

chapter devoted to an examination of the basis of Glukman's
theory of population density.

Smith 1972 examines the immortance of the Delegoa Bay
trade in Nouni politics 1750-1835. Althoush Smith him-
self admits that trade was probably only of secondary
imnortance (op.cit. 171) it is nevertheless an interesting
and much understudied field of research. It seems too
that trade with Delegoa Bay during Dingane's time was still
a factor of some importance(Gardiner 1966)(see also Fynn
1950:47

14/ ¢eee
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Daniel(1973) and Guy(n/d) have looked at grazing potentials
for cattle in Zululand and the relationship of Ngwane,
Ndwandwe and Mthethlwa centres to areas of gond grazing.

This is the usuwal type of popular approach, to be seen in
Becker(1966) and Ritter(1955) for example.

Spiegal(1975) basis his model on the 'putting out of cattle!
as a means of gaining wider political control, the approach
essentially examines the mechanisms of change 1‘ather than
the causes.

Shaka was actually killed in a small kraal, called Nyakamobi,
alongside the Dukuza town.

The bulk of the information for this chapter has been
derived from Wilson(1969) and Bryant(1929)

0koye(1969) has examined the attitudes of Whites towards
Dingane and the reasons for the many 'character type
assassinations' to be found in the literature. He suggests
that they failed to have greater confidence in Dingane

"as they embarked on measures which could only be interpre-
ted as Mimical to the kings interest"(op,cit.

Tlrere are several interpretations of the exact meaining of
the name Mgungundlovu - the most popular being - 'the
place surrounded by elephants.' ,

There is very little material available on this subject
the most complete account is given by Becker(1966) but as
he does not mention where he has derived his information,
the description is all probably a figment of his own
imagination.

It isf@értain how many capitals Shaka built, but there
were at least twoBulawayo's; the last capital being his
Dukuza kraal.

This was not of course aceidental and was fired by order
of Dingane himself after it had been abandoned.

During May the same year(1835) similar enlargements were
taking place at Congella(Dingane's second capital, near
Eshowe in the Mhlatuzi Valley) "For the purpose of enlar-
ging the town, and giving a greater space for cattle in the
centre, the huts are all about to be removed from the neigh-
bourhood of the inner to that of the outer fence. This
operation is now going on with great vigour: and in order
to save time and trouble, many huts are carried on men's
shoulders entire and set up again in the situation re-
quired."(Gardiner l966:139§(see sketch on pg i35) It

is interesting that the town was being enlarged to accom-
modate more cattle(!) and Gardiner later refers to the same

thing/...'..
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thin- ocecurine ot ITntontella, anobther military town near
the Amatikulu.  "The nernle here, oo ab Congelln, vere
occunied in building new hounes further oul, in order to
enlarse the circumference of their town, {or the admis-
cion of more cattle, which are onid to have greatly in-
creased in 2ll parts of the country."(on.cit.)

It is aasumcd that the old hut floors at Tyuncundlovu
were destroved after the capital had been rebuilt and
th:it there iv no mixture in our hut sample between 'old!
and 'new' floorg.

The Dukuza Frnal, which was located durinc the second
geason ot hyouny undlovu, is not a wilitary barracl, but
.eems  to heve been fairly largre(anorox. 1¢ hut floors
were located durinss our short survey, and there is every
indicntion that theve were mony mores Tt wag built by
Dingane to anpease the spirit of Shaka. The | prAG T b k)
Imzemananzani location, siven on the map,.is inaccurate,
but it wias certainly no more than 3 kilometers away from
Iirunoundlovu(the orientation is probably correct however
see (Gardiners map. p¢ li2)(Gardiner 19b6§

Ilobamba seems 1o have firet been built by Ndaba(l3dth century)
but the site occupied during Dingane's times was certain-

ly the same as tne one during Senzanmkhona's and

Shaka's reiyn. There were three Isiklebeni's (see map 7 )
and all threce micht have been used during Dingane's

period. The first was built by Senzanalkhona. The
Ismbelli-belli kraal existed durins- the reigns of Shaka and
Senzanakhona too.(Essery papers(n/d) X.C.C.) There is a

list in the appendix (pg o) of important tovns belonging

to Dingane

The herd size at Mgsungundlovu alone, was obviously larse.
Retief had two of his mem count one of the herds (Dingane
said it was the smallest), they reported 2,424 head.

"T am informed that his herds of red and black oxen con-
sist of three to four thousand each."(Bird 1965:365)

Congella, although the second capital was not the second
larcest in the kingdom; "Congella is the second capital
of the Zoo}u nation, but in size not superior to
Intontella{Owen 1926;29)

Krige(1965)
The homesteads and villases in the 'rural' areags.

"In return for this personal sacrifice for king and
country, the warriors were graciously forbidden to
marry(during their period of soldiery); and were permit-
ted to feed themselves and to get no reward. They obtained
food supplies from their own homes."(Bryant 1967:497)

33/ cecee
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39.

40.

41.

42.

43.
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"Private kraals belong to individuvals who, having
gufficient cattle, are sure of ;etting sufficient
people to establish a kraal either from the regiment
or stragglers in distrees.......They are supported by
the loan of his cattle and milk, only planting their
own fields of corn® (Fynn 1950:286)

oince there is a tendency in this paper to use a number
of different terms to describe the same thing the reader
is advised to take note of the terminology list on Pgs -

There is very little information available in this respect.
It is obvious that both Congella and Umgungundlovu con-—
tained isigodlo's but many of the other larger towns

like Intontella probably did too, whilst some of the

other military Dbarracks were apparently the quarters of
women regiments.,

Althouch Bryant says.."there was no artificial drainage
in the Zulu house system, nor any water stomage."(Bryant

1967: 76)

The basis for these diviaions is obviously derived from
historical data. There are dangers of circularity in
argument implicit in this approach, but. the units as
such have been used generally rather than definitively

One of Dingane's huts apparently contained 22 posts
(Owen 1926; Champion 1967; Retief in Bird 1965) but this
hut has not been located.

Stuarts informants were (or obtained information from)
milk and herd boys at the capital itself.

Smith(Kirby 1955) records this as a dancing area.(see
sketch pg $% ), this it might well have been but it
would Dbe interesting to attempt a soil analysis here
as it could possibly have been used as a catile pen.

This has been suggested as many of the drawings of the
kraal (see pagessii:) include a large hut in the eastern
section of the isigodlo.

The hut was exposed, before the U.C.T. excavations, by
a Mr Chadwick. A large quantity of thick sherds was
collected (now stored in the Natal Museum.)

Bleek (1965) records that there was a similar variation
of hut rows at Wlundi (Cetshwayo's capital); he says
that near the entrance there were three but 1in areas
near the isigodlo the row density swelled to six.
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A copper necklace worn by royalty (Dent & Nyembezi 1974)

" eeeeo he .led us to the smiths shop, the manufactory of
the cruel bangles of copper and brass." (Champion 1967:90)
Reference to the 'smiths shop' is also contained in
Gardiner (1966)

The analysis of midden material besides possibly being
extemely informative in their own right could, possibly

aid. as a data substitute for information destroyed by
pillaging. '

The most useful descriptions of the isigodlo at
Mgungundlovu are to be found in Owen (1926:56;60-1)
and Champion (1967: 90-1;32;39.)

Dambuza and Ndhlela were Dingane's chief indunas, the
latter being the senior of the two. "“... the heads of the
nation were I the King, Dingarn, 2 Mapeti .." (Dingane's
brother) "..3 Umthlela.." (Ndhlela) "..4 Tambooza.."
(Dambuza) "..and that the King could do nothing without
them; fon whatever the King might appoint, it would not
stand without their consent." (Gardiner, I1966:52)

It seems, however, that most of the foodl supplies other

than cattle were brought in from surrounding villages or

towns. Gardiner (I966:40 and 55) observes that he had
frequently seen large numbers: of women carrying supplies
to the Isigodlo, especially utywala (beer).
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ZULU_GENBALOGY (Bryant 1929; Wilson
& Thompson 1969)

Luzumane (?)

Malandela (1597-1691)

Qwabe Zulu (1627-1707)

Phunga (1657-1727 )—"0Wins Mageba (1667-1745)

Ndaba (1797-1763)

Jama (1727-1816)

Senzangakhona (1757-1816)

Shéka Dinéane Mpande (r.1840; d.1872)
(1787-1828) (r.1828; d.1840)

Cetshwayo
(r.1872; d.1884)

Dinuzulu
(r.1884; d.1916)

Nkayishana
(r.1913; 4.1933)

Cyprian Bhekuzulu



List_o

£ major towns occupied

. o, .
during Dingane's reign

SOURCH TOWN APPROX. LOCATION.
ESSERY Nobamba Emakosini
Isiklebeni "
Mgungundlovu "
Dukuza U
Kwa Kangella Mhlatuzi
Intontella Amatikulu
Hlomendlini mhlophe Tugela
- Hlomendlini mnyama Ndulini
Ndondakusuka Tugela mouth
Kwa Tulwane Ivuna valiey
Amawombe ?
Isiyendane ?
GARDINER Inzemananzani Emakosini
Embelli-belli Emakosini
Tontana Eshowe-Amatikulu
Injanduna Tugela-Amatikulu
OWEN Ukayakunina Emakosini
Kirkman Intomblo ?

Note: Information obtained from Essery (n.d.); Gardiner (I966);

Owen (I926) and Kirkman (n.d., Natal Archives). The towns

listed under Essery,represent the total number of large

kraals he associates with Dingane's period of rule.

Those/....



il

Those listed under Gardiner, are towns not mentioned Wy

Essery and so forth.
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The preperation of a daga floor

"The external frame now finished, the earthen 'floor'
inside having been first duly levelled and watered, a thick
top layer of very finely-grained soil taken from a termite
heap was then laid down in a damp state and beaten with heavy
pebbles until it flattened out into one level and compact
surface. This process of breaking up and rubbing down is re-
peated over and over again, until all cracks (which constantly
reappear in the drying) are finally removed; whereafter the
floor is rubbed over with smaller pebbles, which not only
flattens out all remaining irregularities, bgt at the same time
confers a certain glaze. By constant shuffling of the inmates'
feet, this gloss becomes gradually worn away, and the floor
has henceforward tio be regularly smeared (Sinda) with diluted
cowdung to keep down dust. The cowdung dries as a kind of cement
covering the whole surface, is lasting and easily swept, and,
mirable dictu, gives to the dwelling the freash and agreeable
odour of a dairy!

The best kind of hut, however, (for instance, those of
the wealthy, and the private huts of the young men, as dis-
tinguished from the family huts, wherein the young fry and
their mothers live) is furnished with a much superior type
of flooring. In this case, beef-fat is rubbed into the already
glazed earth, which is then carefully polished again with small
pebbles, until it obtains the gloss and slipperiness of deep-

black marble, and looks quite fine.

In the/...



In the centre of the hut floor is made, and ¢lazed as
before, a gentle deppression, round or oval in shape, two
feet wide perhaps by three feet long, and having a raised

border all round. This is the fireplace (iZiko)."

(BRYANT 1967:81)

/s



TiIL  KRAAL

Kraal

Fkanda

EziGhabeni

Uhlangothi

IsiGodlo

UmMbelo

Utango

ISango
IsiBaya

UMyango

OTHERS

Emakosgini

Bheje

TERMINOLOGY

used to denote any complete Nguni living
unit - homestead, royal kraal, military
barrack, large town.

a military  barrack, military town (and in
this essay royal town or 'large' town.)

military Dbarracks (ie.not whole kraal but
living area of warriors only (isiGhaba - is
a company )

the two side of the barracks (ie. the 2 horns)

the seragalio or living quarters for the
king, royalty, and the kings attendent bevy
of maidens.

the wooden stockade encircling the outer
perimeter and the central cattle fold.

thorn bush hedges sometimeés used for kraal
fencing.

main entrance to the kraal.

the central cattle-fold.

huts, sometimes built on stilts, where weapons
(eg shields) are stored.

namely grave sites or place of the kings; an
area extending from the White Umfolozi to the
Isihlungu and Ntonjaneni hills. It is also known
as the valley of Qangqato

Beje or Beja; the three satellite kraals

at Mgungundlovu. The name is apparently de-
rived from a chief who once defied Dingane;, his
name being Beja
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THE HUT (INDLU) (see dia;ram)

Indlu% The dwellins unit or hut - which of course

Icawu . . .
may vary in size and construction, and

decoration. Some of the principle dif-
ferences are in thatching; uwmakha umduzo-
(stitched work); wmakha mdcko (stepped
thatch); indlu esikutulo (jointed house) -
for a more detailed description of the
thatching and hut construction see page

r

are

Iziko Fireplace - hearth - again therc, consider-
able dimensional differencdes (sec graphs ?-%)
but there are only two desisn types (circular
& clover leaf). The heurths seem to be
placed a third portion of the hut length
from the entrance. They are constructed
from the same dung mixture as the floor
and are formed by encircling the bowl shaped
fire place by a rim raised approximately
15 cm from the floor level.

Izinsika are the primarily supporting posts for the
hut framework. Their number and position
are determined by hut size (carrying
capacity (sic) ) although it does seem that
with some of the larger huts the iginsika
are not altogether functional to construc-
tion needs and may have partially been
determined by individual choice or fancy

Umbundu are raised ridges of daga usually in the
form of an arc rumning from edge to edge
round the back portions of some huts.

(the shape of the winbundu may also vary -
from cupid-bow to multiple arcs)

Biermann ( ) - has a different word
iguma - but the iguma is a thatched screen
Tsually used to surround the entrance area,

Unsamo is not directly speaking an individual
construction but merely defines the area
behind the umbundu used for storage

Umyango is the entrance or doorway - occasionally
demarkated by an entrance step (see diag :3 )
or one of the two below.

Isithambanja an entrance porch; a semicircle of daga
extending out from the hut edge usually
ca 3 metre long to 2 metre wide. (see daig.is)

Isihonqgo @) a flange of daga constructed about 20-30 cm
away from the hut edge; about 3-3 metre
wide and extending over 1 third of the
hut diameter and joined to it by a strip
of daga at the entrance (see daig. (3

(Nore Tsihongo (ke 1goma) might
alse be the protective reed Screen) Umsele/. escose



Umsele

Izintungo
Izithungo

Daga

|

a foundation trench around the perimeter of
the hut formings a base for the framework.
About 10cm deep and 10cm wide (see photo 22 )

the principal supporting frame of the hut
roof, which consist of two series of semi-
circular arched withies crossing each
other at right angles.

the hut floor 'cement', usually having an
ant-heap/cowdung base. The surface is pol-
ished with smooth pebbles and fat.
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Natal Nguni Beehive Hut Frame-

work
(Photo by S. A. State Infonmation: Office)



ULUNDI (see diagrams 2051& 32 )

"According to Native reports Cetshwayo ordered his kraal
to be built 1like Umgungundlovu and Natives were sent to
Dingane's Kraal to measure and make it as far as possible the
Same " (from Killie Campbell's collection of information re-
lating to Umgungundlovu). This makes Ulundi (or Ondini, as it
is sometimes called.) a natural comparative settlement for
Unmgungundlovu. The survey, described elsewhere (pgs 37" )
has most certainly located huts in the main Isigodlo section;
the graphs showing hearth and hut diameters illustrate the
typical'isigodlo type' variation (Pgsi4? %’)  Ulundi, has so
far, produced the largest hut floor (no. 10 - 8,20cm) and the

largest hearth (1,22m, see photograph ~; pg-1:%)
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This is the Ulundi Kranl of King Cetewayo, which was burnt down

in 1879 at the close of the Zulu War. Tho small sketch above it, to

the right, was Emapotweni Xraal where he kept his milch cattle, and
the one to the lelt top was where he had his grain stored,

(XEy ¢ )

]



THE ULUNDOI

The Ulundi. chief kraal of King Cetywayo at Mathlabating, as
depicted by Ntukwini Meunn, the second Chicl <on of Matyana ka
Sishakuza Mceunu, who was one of the fuvoured honsehold Officers
of the Iung, and who fought at Tsandhlwana, His mother wa-
lobolaed by cattle gifted to s father by King Cetywaro.  He has
educated Inmself, theugh a raw native, and has drawn the fizures of
these establishments.

No. 12 is where the Chief Avmy Officer of the King Jived.

The main rigure, No. 1, 12 where the Wing's cattle stood,  tem-
rorarily for a day or two to be inspected by him and passed
on to various pluces

No. 2 represents the hathing enclosure of the King,

No. 3 is the hut of the Leeper of the cate alongside.  thrvoueh
which the King went to inspeet his fraops.

No. 4 represents the Kmg's hut, where he lived.,

No. 3 represents the huts of che astzodblo Esimblophe, where
nved some of his wives, and where the Ning's food is prepared.

No. 6 represents the same  cliss of personages and  junctions
as No. O

No. 7 is the hut of an mdividual who guards the gate sdonzsude
it. through which the King pgoes out to reheve the necessities
of Nature. No. 24 15 that gate,

No. 1 represents the hut where the indivaal liced whose dutes
were to sweep and keep tidy the space between No, 1 and
the fence below No. 4; his dnty also was to gumrd the gate
at No. ).

No. 15 18 the aate through which all the Royal women went out
to relieve Natwure and for other husiness.

No. 8 represents where the Council of the King, Chief men and
Princes were put up.

No. 9 represents the quarters-of the Clief Ofheer. “Induna,’ over
the soldiers who lived in this section ot the kraal.

No. 13 is where the Second Chief Officer of the Kinz lived,
subordinate to No. 11.

No. 70 represents the quarters oi the Ciief Officer of this section
of the soldiers in the kraal.

No. 11 is the Cnief Officer’s quarters over the soldiers in this part.

No. 3 was where the Sentinel lived who guarded the main en-
trance to the kraal alongside which his hut stood.

No. 21 was where the Chief Officer of this side of the kraal lived.

No. 22 was where the Officer <econd in importance to No. 21
lived and No. 18 where the third in importance to No. 21
lived.

No. 29 was where the Officer in charge of the middle of that
side of the kraal lived,

No. 18 was where the princes and such were put up.

No. 23 was named Emaphothweni, and was where the cattle
of the King were slaughtered. and where his milch  cattle
were milked. Any nnauthorised persan going to or moving
about this place was liable to the death penalty.

No. 27 is where the corn and other foods of the King were
stored.

The larze onen space at No. 28 was where the sold’erc of the
Ring used to parade and sing for his pleasvre, and for
inspection,

No. ?) reoresents where the Maids of Honour, “Umdhlunkulu,”
and their Handmaids lived.

No. 3) represented the huts of the King's wives.
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PHOTO 43

ULOUND Hut
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Plan of a typical small Matabele town.

This is taken partly from a plan by W. N. G. Davies and partly from a modcl by Neville

Jones, the former was based on a description of Enyatini II by the Revd. Mtompe Kumalo,
who was born there about 1880.

. 1sigodklo — quarters for “‘queen’.

ulango — stockade. That around the isigodhlo was of plain logs set upright in a trench;
that around the town was strengthened by weaving thorn bushes among the logs.
Fencesround the izinbuya (15) were much slighter.

tsibuya sasigodhlo — granary of the isigodhlo where taxes paid in kind were stored.
umdanga — great central court where dances were held and justice administered.
isibaya — kraal for cattle, there may also have been kraals for goats.

isilugu — calf-kraal. .

umkandlo — path from which notices were given by town crier (imemezt)

isange — main gateway, guarded but never closed. A large town would have four such
gates.

impalane — huts where shields were kept.
amaziba — huts for children

. tzindhlu — huts for adults
. imikulu — cooking huts

izilulu — grain baskets, usually in pairs, on platform (ingalane)
tsiza — threshing floor

. isitbuya — enclosure where grain was stored before threshing

izipala — grain bins made of daga (prepared mud) in which threshed grain was stored.
(Note: Meal was ground on a stone quern or stamped in a wooden mortar only as it
was required — this was a heavy daily task for women)

. intshuguntshu — wicket gate, firmly closed at night
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APPENDIX II

TDRAWING AND PLOTTING

The information for the majority of the drawings was
based on the tac ¥y survey conducted during the first season at
Mgungundlovu. A Univac computer has plotted the contours and
hut, grainpit and midden positions. Most of the hut floors
were drawn from simple string line plots conducted at the site
but a few were mapped by a photogémmetr correction technique;
the Moebius grid method. (clesciibed in an addaiflonal cotrge  projecd

OF  _mme - i974]

The map of the Emakosini valley was drawn from a 1:50,000
and the kraal locations are based primarily on information
derived from Essery(n/d) Gardiner (1966), Lugg(1949) and Smail
(1969)

The Ulundi hut floor drawing was not based on accurate
measurement; compass bearings were taken from a datum point
(the centre of the Hut 1 hearth) to the centre hearth of the
other huts. Distances were taken with a tape measure, from

centre hearth to centre hearth, (the tape, however, tended to

be 'sidetracked' by trees and small bushes.)

(Note: Vie are unable, at the moment, to plot a large scale map
of the Mgungundlovu hill as the respective aerial photographs
(for stereo plotting) are subject to problems of change in
flying height. Aerial photographs taken recently by the Natal

University survey Dept are expected to arrive soon.)



DuFTNITION  OF NMEASURNMENTS T1GED

I. Hut Dimmetcr - two measurments were taken (where possible)

since the huts are oval in shape.

(a) Central axis - the diameter passing through the
centre hearth and the posthole immediately
peripheral to the hearth.

(b) Side/side - the diameter passing through the
centre of the central axis diameter at right
angles.

Both readings were taken at the edges of the hut floors

(unless badly damaged)

20 Hearth Diameter - the inner diameter of the hearth was

was measured, which is the diameter of the ‘'bowl' taken
from the inner edges of the rim (with the clover leaf tie

nearest rim on facing sides.)

‘clover lesf’
hearth

3. Inter hut distances - measured between centre hearths

N

(In addition to these two other types of measurements

were taken but which have not been used in the paper.)

4. Rim & Umbundu Thickness - both the hearth rims and

umbundus/ ...



umbundus ware measured in terms of the width of the ridge
tops (the edres of which were sometimes more of an arbitary
point than a consistent feature.)

“— <«

umbunolu

2 ,
CE Ly TT7
hearth

5e Potholes and Postholes - diameters - floor (surface)

diameters were taken.



Huts

Attributes
Hearth circular
type clover

Umbundu present
Hearth diam. >58 cm
Umbundu cupid bow
Max. hut diam.> 4 m
No. and 1 central
distrih 2 central

of > 2 central
central &
Postholes >2 |gterql
back cer:t.
Umbundu
tyoe back skew
v multiple
back cent.

Potholes back skew
multiple
Isihongo
Isithambanja
Pothale present
Inter-hut dist. < 6m
Racking postholes

z¥



ISIGODILO

( front

section)

Tnner Dist. from
Tax. e Lg ° Inter- Centre Number
it | lut | arthpost . PUE flenrn be of
Number [Biam. |Diam.holeqPisbtences  Jcarest  Accesories
Lidge.
metres | r. metres metres
1 3,87 0,47 I 80, 92 1,15 |
2 7,25 ©,8 3 5,0, 97
a 3 4,65 0,68 l, 40
4 4,95 O,712 / 7,5;10,5 1,50
5 6,40 o©,BO0 7 8% ,7s
6 £, 70 8,01‘8,5' 2,25
T |50 2  92;80
8 7,7, 62 2,00 3
9 4,0 0,70 1,30
10 1 ¢r0 077 5 7,746 1,80 ; .
—t+ —+- — " {
11 6,20 o0,97 = 5,5, 9,0 2,10 [ :
12 0,50 J
13 0,75 6o, 850 l
14 5,70 0,3 3 1,§0
- 23 s,0 093 9 8,5, 90 2,25
28 4,90 o6 3  5,5;9¢ 1,18
20 5,15 os3 82,75 1,60
31 565 o,70 5 1,70
33 3 80,100 70
34 $540 o©,50 3 l, 50
35 .80 o6 3 2,20 3
37 1,70 /
4,30 o059
39 5,40 o5 3 7,0, 9,5 1, 70 2
40
41 2
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4 L, ns /1,50 5
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61 9,0, 65
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70 5,6 7,8
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29 9,7, 7,5
30 7,5, 65
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| ’]‘1' 2

0,20

17 0,65
NOTE: a/ The posthole count and the centre hearth to hut

edge measurements have been based on the hut floor
reconstructions (see Pg ).

The 'accessory' count is the sum of different
furniture types occuring on each floor. Therefore:
single or multiple potholes = 1; single or multiple
umbundus = 1; racking postholes = 1 and the 3 types
of entrances each =1.



MBAN-_AND STANDARD DEVIATION READINGS FOR DIMENSINAL MISASUREMENTS

Hut Diameters

Isigzodlo n= 35
(max, readings) e .
and x= 5,10
Bheje p= I,04
Varriors n= 5
x= 3,68
s= 0,I6
Ulundi n= 12
x= 5,66
s= I,51
Inner Hearth Diameters Isigodlo n= 39
e %= 0,62
Bheje
s= 0,I4
Warniors n= 23
x= 0,58
s= 0,04
Ulundi n= I0
x= 0,58
s= 0,27
Hearth to Hut size: Isigodlo n= 33
Relationship . and %= 0,13
(hearth diam/ hut diam.) Bhej
s= 0,02
Warriors n= 5
%= 0,16

8= 0,0I



G

O

Total n= 38
x= 0,I3
s= 0,02
Ulundi n= 7
x= 0,II
s= 0,03
Inter-Hut Distances Isigodlo n= II?
(C.H. to C.H.) (front section) . _
= 8,21
s= 1,80
Isigodlo n= 46
(back section) = 17,6
8= 4909
Warriors n= 70
X= 5,92
8= 1,42
Location of Hearth Isigodlo n= 40
(hut; diam./C.H. to hut Bhe %= 3,12
edge)
and s= 0,64
Warriors
Ulundi n= 4
x= 2,77
s= 0,16




No. of Pogtholes to Hut Isipfodlo,

)

Diameter, Relationship Bheje X= 0,48
. gtholes/hut di .
(no. postholes/hut diam.) and o= 0,31
Viarriors
Mean Diameter and Standard Deviation of Huts withs -
I Posthole n= 21
g= 0,46
3 Postholes n= II
x= 5,24
S=, O, 55
5 Postholes n= 3
x= 6,20
gs= 0,91
7T Postholes n= 2
x= 6,30
s= 0,14
9 Postholes n= 2
5{: 7, 35
s= 0,92
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An Tndex of Hut change throuch the Isigodlo

For the purposes of gauging tendencies in the change
of hut form through the isigodlo, six hut rows have been
identified on the basis of easily observarable alignements
(see diagram 3¢ , overpage) in the isigodlo complex. The
index figures were calculated as follows:- the sum, for
each hut, of furniture attribute frequency (defined under
(b), Pg ¢4%) + posthole number + max. hut diameter + mean
inter-hut distance. The mean index figure (or attribute no.)

for each hut row is given below.

Row 1 n=3

s = 3,82
Row 2 n=4

x = 20,51

5 = 4935
Row 3 n =28

x = 19,72

8 = 3157
Row 4 n = 6‘

x = 16,93

s = 2,87
Row 5 n=2=~6

x = 16,87

8 = 3’61
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Row 6 n=4%
x = 12,00
8 = 0,79

(These index figures are illustrated in Grarn 7 Pglel )
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KEY TO DIAGRAM 37

Fa

Huts: with multiple umbundus; multiple
potholes or 'racking' postholes

. Huts with single umbundus.

Huts. with 'clover leaf' hearths.

(NOTE: - the most interesting cluster in diagram 37 is that

of huts with multiple umbundus; multiple potholes or 'racking'

postholes. It has been suggested in the text, that this might

represent a 'kitchen area'.)
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EXPLANATION OF HUT FLOOR DRAWINGS AND OVERLAYS

The hut floor outlines (black lines) are approximate
reconstructions of all exposed hut floors, excepting the
warrior huts(which have been illustrated! separately (see
diagram )  The reconstructed areas have been drawn in
on the basis of diameter measurements taken on each floor
(hearth and hut diameters). In some cases the hearths have
been total}ty destroyed, in these. instances the position
and size of the hearths have been approximated using figures
for hearth and hut relationships (see pages 4255 (For the
way in which posthole positions were estimated see pages3éris7)

A key for the hut floor features can be foundi on Diagram

13 page &9

The rather garish overlays, simply indicate areas where
the daga floors have been damaged, destroyed, not exposed or
where certain markings. represent the former position of some

feature (eg umbundu scar)

A key to the overlay has been incluede below

~areas where the hearth has been
damaged

-areas where the daga floor has
been destroyed (ie where there
is no daga) often indicating the
position of a posthole.

—areas where the hut floor has
not been exposed.

-damaged areas along the perimeter
of hut floors

—umbundw scar
—areas where surface damage possibly

indicate the former position of
features

{ERRATA - For Hut 20 read Hut 43 and for Hut 43 read Hut 20)
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