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ISAHLUKO I 

UMUZI waseEalungwini wawunezindlu eziningi zakhiwe 
ngoqunga, lwaphithaniswa nekhwane kwasekuthungwa 
ngegcema nendola yasenkangala, nangogonothi lweziwa. 
Ufindo lwendlu lwaluphicwa lu6ophe zonke izintingo 
kuhle kokuthungwa kwenkehli yeqhikiza liyokwemuli
swa. Phakathi kwazo zonke izindlu kwakwakhiwe 
isi6aya sezinkomo, selukwe ngamahlahla aphanjaniswe 
ezi6ondeni, phakathi kwesi6aya kwakukhona insika 
yokusenga nokuthena amaduna, kuyilapho futhi inkosi 
yayilethamela ngakhona ilanga kanye nezinceku zayo 
e6usika; kwakuhlaliswa ngakhona futhi inkosi uma 
iphaqulwa izinsila zayo zizofakwa phakathi kwenkatha. 
Kuyo leyondawo amadoda ayexoxa khona impi, 
kumaqondana nesigcawu sokugiyela khona izinsizwa 
zakwaMthethwa uma kuhlatshiwe noma kukhona 
umkhosi othize onjengokweshwama, nokuqiniswa kwe
mpi noma kugcagca insizwa nentombi yasekhaya. 

Yonke inxuluma yaseBalungwini yayizungezwa 
emphemeni wokuqala utshani 6omhlonyane 6ase6u
landelwa olunye uthango lwezithuma. Phakathi kwe
zintango kwakukhona um-budu wokuphuma noku
ngena izimbuzi nezimvu ngo6a zona zazingangeni 
ngesango elikhulu kanye nezinkomo zazixutshaniswa 
namathole ziqhutshwe kanye nawo. Kulom-budu 
yilapho izingane zesizwe sakwaMthethwa zazidlalela 
khona. Umuzi wawu6uswa inkosi uJo6e wesizwe 
sakwaMthethwa okwathi ngonyaka ka 1760 kwayisona 
sizwe esasinamandla emzansi noPhongolo sesatshwa 
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impela. Ngazo lezozikhathi a6antu okwakuthiwa a6o
hlanga lwakaZulu 6ase6eqalile ukuzwakala ukuthi se-
6enamanclla 6a6uswa nguSenzangakhona. Noma 6e
nenkosi ya6o yohlanga, uSenzangakhona, 6a6esakho
nzile kwaMthethwa 6eletha njalo izithungu zogwayi 
enkosini kanye namabeshu neziphuku ezisikwe yizi
ngcweti zakwaZulu. 

Urnuzi waseEalungwini wanda kakhulu ngozalo 
lwawo nanga6anye a6antu a6a6efika 6ezokhonza 
6ese6ephenduka izigqili zokutholwa 6ahlale 6aze6a6e 
nga6antukazana. Kwafurnaniseka uku6a umuzi ka
wuqenjulwe wandiswa, uxhante khona kuzokwanda 
isizwe zakwaMthethwa. Ornunye wa6afowa6o 6aka
J o6e, uNqola, waphurna wayokwakha umuzi lo omusha, 
wawu6iza ngokuthi kuso Yengweni. Zonke izinsiza 
ezasezivuthiwe zenkosi zazizophuma ziyoqala khona 
oYengweni ama6utho kaJo6e amasha, ziganelwe kho
na. Kanye nazo kwahamba 6onke a6antukazana 
o~uyi6ona a6a6ezo6a isizwe sikaNqola asi6usayo 
n1 engornnumzane ongaphansi kukaJo6e. 

UNqola wanikwa onke amandla o6unumzane o Ye
ngweni, wethweswa amanclla oku6a athethe amacala 
esizwe saso Yengweni ashaye imithetho; ahlawulise 
njengoku6ona kwakhe, kuthi izinkomo zehlawulo 
zi6engezakhe zimele ukondla isi.zwe ngesikhathi soku
hlupheka njengo6a phela inkosi i6oshiwe ukonclla 
a6antu 6ayo ngempahla yayo uma a6antu 6ehlupheka. 
Amacala egazi wayewanquma njengoku6ona kwakhe 
uNqola. 06ulele omunye a6ulawe naye noma adingiswe 
emhla6eni kuthi uma e6oniwe a6ulawe njengesilwane. 
Amacala a6antwana 6enkosi nawo wayewathetha 
kodw~ ?ona 6engathandi 6a6ewadluliscla kuyise eBa
lun~1m lapho ayefike anqunywe khona. Kanjalo 
futh1 uma a6anumzane 6emizi a6aphethe izifunda 
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ezinkulu phansi kukaNqola, uma 6enganeliswa yisinqu
mo sikaNqola 6a6edlulela phambili eEalungwini. 

UJo6e wayi6usa imizi emi6ili oYengweni naseEalu
ngwini wazewaguga engathan~ kodwa ~k.uphu~wa ngu
muntu isikhunclla, nokuzwa n1e ukuth1 1zwe hyahle6a 
lithi usegugile. UJ o6e wayelikhehla eluqhangasana, 
elihamba litengezela ngala nangala, likhuluma ngezwi 
eliyisihosha elihwazayo, linwele zigqayingene, eziqothu
ke phakathi nekhanda. Wayefaka ungiyane. UJo6e 
wayehloniphekile ehlala kodwa ngokwenqena 6onke 
a6asondelene naye sengathi 6angamenza ka6i. Kwa
kuthi mehlezi emini a6eke eceleni kwakhe impiselo 
yakhe eduze akhulume e6eke idevu phezu kwayo 
elokhu eyiphulula ngezanclla seyaze yamnyama impi
selo. Nase6usuku yayilala naye impiselo yakhe ejwa
yele ukuvuka e6usuku ayayatheke ezula engazi lapho 
eya khona, kanti njalo uyaphupha. Wayevuka ahambe 
e6uthongweni, enalesosifo, simhlupha. A6antu 6a6e
mesa6a ngenxa yalokhu, 6eca6anga ukuthi uyise 
wamgca6a esemncane ngohlanga lwemvu yamanzi 
yona evuka echi6ini layo e6usuku ifuthe amanzi 
njengemvu6u iphume, iyayatheke kuyoyonke indawo 
encikenc nogu lwamanzi kuze kuse, ikakhulu uma izulu 
lisile liqhakaze izinkanyezi noma inyanga ingekho 
chlo6o, nomoya ufudumele. A6anye a6antu a6akhula 
naye 6entanga yakhe 6a6ethi uJo6e unequngu ngo6a 
eseyinsizwa wa6ulala a6antu a6aningi empini, kwathi 
ngenxa yo6uqhawe 6akhe wesa6eka, waqeda a6afowa
bo 6onke kwasala uNqola lo owaye6usa oYengweni. 

U6ukhosi uJo6e wa6uthola kanje. Kusuka lapho 
onke amakhosi kawazange a6ekwe, onke ayezi6eka 
ngokuzilwela, kwaze kwachuma lesisaga sokuthi: 
"lnkosi kayikhethwa i6ekwa ngezikhali." Kusuka lapho 
oShaka, noDingane, noMpande, noCetshwayo okuyi-



4 UDINGISWAYO KAJOBE 

6ona a6a6utha uMthethwa 6awenza uZulu, 6azinge
nela e6ukhosini ngezikhali ka6akhethwanga yisizwe. 

Eaningi a6a6emkhulumela uJo6e okuningi. A6anye 
6a6emhlanganisa namandiki 6ethi leliwisa lakhe ali
thwala njalo walithola ekwethwaseni u6undiki. 06akhe 
u6undiki 6a6umvuka e6usuku azishaye ngewisa esifu-
6eni, abonge njengenkunzi yenkomo akhulume izilimi 
eziningi ikakhulu uma inyanga yakhe imelapha ngo
mkhosi wokweshwama lapho esezophuma ekuseni a6e
ke phansi leliwisa aphathe isiju!a sakhe ; embethe isikhu
mba sebu6esi, aphume akhombe inhlamvu yelanga 
lapho iphuma enzansi emathafeni aseNdondakusuka. 
Athi ma eseyikhombile angene endlini 6amuzwe ebonga 
kodwa 6engazi ukuthi yini em-bongisayo. Induna 
yakheke yayima phandle kwendlu im6onge ithi : 

" Ushay'udaka kwavel'izinkomo na!Jantu, 
Umgangadi wendlovu, 
UPhuhla phansi njengekhowe, 
UM thethwa ka.iongwa 
O.iong'i,Mthethwa i,zon'umlomo.'' 

Ithi iqeda imbongi a6ezwakala ama6utho e6u6ula 
inkondlo yakwaMthethwa ethi : 

" W ohheyi eyiya M aphuhla, 
W ayi.ionga, wayi.iong' inda.ia yemikhonto, 
Wohheyiya, woyeyiya . . . hhe 

Yek'inda/Ja yemikhonto." 

Liqale phansi igama, liqu6uke njalo likhwela lize 
~hlonge lidume izigodi zonke zaseEalungwini, li6uye 
li~~o~e ph~nsi, izinsizwa zilihaye ngomoya ophansi, 
z1hgcme n3alo zikhala " ngenda6a yemikhonto." 

Konke a6a6ekukhuluma a6antu kwakufike kukho
hlakale uma se6eke 6ayi6ona inkosi ya6o i6ahlahla-
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melisa ngezithelo zehlo6o elisha ngomkhosi wokweshwa
ma. Ngalesisikhathi futhi kwakwaziwa ukuthi inkosi 
iphethe imithi emi6i yokuziqinisa, nokuthi kufanele 
njalo ihlale phezu kwenkatha kuze ihlanganise isizwe 
sonke sakwaMthethwa, esikude nesiseduze; kuthi 
futhi la6o a6ahlu6ukayo 6a6uye 6ez'ekhaya nezibu
nguka zingabekisi amehlo azo endle. Akakho owaye
yazi imithi yenkosi ngo6a yayiziphathela yona mathu
pha isizwa yinyanga yayo, nayo ingavunyelwe ukuyi
tshela a6anye noma sekunjani. A6antu 6a6ethi futhi 
inkosi iphatha netshe lezulu. Imithi eyayiphathwa 
yinkosi yayidinga ukuhlatshelwa njalo, kodwa ngenxa 
yoku6a uJ o6e akahla6anga njengoba kufanele ngonya
ka othize, yikho-nje ikhanda lakhe e6usuku lalimvusa 
limhlanyise, ahambe eyayatheka engazi lapho eya 
khona. Izinkulumo za6antu zazahlukene, ziphikisana 
ezinye zivumelana, zonke zilinga ukuchaza isizathu 
sokuhlanya kwenkosi e6usuku, kuthi a6anye a6antu 
6elele yona kodwa ivuke ihamba nempiselo yayo. 

Langathize uJ o6e wazumeka u6uthongo kwathi 
phakathi kwama6ili wavuka, wazula, wazula, waya, 
wafika emfuleni lapha waphashanyiswa izwi lithi : 

"Hawu, wena wohlanga, obodle kwajiyela izilo 
nezingwe zakhweca imisila ! Ihlushwa yini inkosi 
phakathi kwama6ili, ingaze i6elapha-nje na? " 

Wethuka uJo6e, ngokwethuka kwakhe wam6amba 
umuntu lo ogama lakhe linguMbangayiya wakwa
Bodoza, wali6eka iwisa wamgingqa phansi, kanti ulele 
njalo waze waqa6uka ngo6a esekhuluma umuntu-u 
Mbangayiya eseyalela ethi: 

"Hawu wena wohlanga, ngafela u6ala, kanti mina 
ngize kuwe-nje ngizoku6ikela ezaso Yengweni izinda6a 
zamadodana akho-nezom6uso wakho; 6engizosindisa 
nekhanda lakho." 
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Wathi esho lawamazwi wahhithikela phansi phezu 
kwesiduli, wathi uya6ambelela ngesandla imisipba 
yak.he yashwa6ana wagingqikela phansi phezu kwengalo 
owayethi u6ambelela ngayo, wathi ubekisa amehlo 
phezulu uku6a a6uke u6uso 6enkosi yakhe uJ o6e 
kodwa kwathi zi6e ifu elimnyama, wagquma, kanti 
useyagqa6uka, engaphumeselanga umnyombo wemfi
hlo ayeyiqukethele inkosi. Nayo inkosi yaqa6uk' 
e6uthongweni yazi6uza yathi : 

"Sengenzeni? Ngiphi khona lapha? U6ani lo? " 
Yasho imthinta ngesandla i6eka phansi iwisa; yamgu
qula yencike ngesiduli, ya6ona esethambile yamdedela, 
yasukuma u6uthongo se6uqa6ukile 6aphela nya yase 
ithi; 

" Sengathi uMbangayiya waso Yengweni induna ka
Nqola umfowethu na? Ngiyaphupha noma ngiyezwa, 
noma sengifile? " Wazi6uza njengomuntu ovuka 
e6uthongweni eqa6uka, umqondo wakhe wasanguluka, 
wa6aleka sengathi ukhona umuntu ozomchaka a6ese6u
lawa ngo6a e6ulele umuntu. Wa6uyela endlini izindle-
6e zakhe zishaywa amazwi kaMbangayiya okuthi: 
" Eengizosindisa nekhanda lakho." 

Kusukela kulelo langa wahlala njalo ethulc umoya 
wakhe ukhathazekile amazwi kaMbangayiya. Aku6a
nga nsukuzatshwala kwafika isigijimi igama laso lingu
Nodunga wakwaGumede sizo6ika ukuthi uNqola kwathi 
6ephuma inqina 6eyozingela walimala. Kwathi 6egwa
nqa impunzi yaphuma yabeka kuye kanti nakhu 
uGodongwane indodana kaJ o6e eyelam'u Tana u6eseci 6a 
ngonhlekwane, wafike wangena pbansi kwesiphanga 
kuNqola, wathwalwa eseyindiki-nje eya ekhaya lapho 
wafela khona. Ngenkathi umkhonto uhlala wathi : 

" Mina mfana womnewethu, mina Godongwane, 
uyangihla6a na? " Yiwona mazwi akhe owawakhulu-
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mayo washwa6ana ulimi aka6uyanga akhulume, kwaku
phela njalo. Okwaleyonkathi isigijimi sa6ika nokuthi 
uGodongwane usezenze indlondlo6ela wa6angaphezu 
komnewa6o omkhulu uTana phakathi komuzi o Ye-

n~ioi6e wayal'uku6a isigijimi siphumule 6asihla6ise 
imbuzi kuthi umswane wayo isigijimi siwuthwale 
siye nawo o Y engweni sifike siwukhombise uGodongwane 
6enoTana, 6esesiwuchitha. Lomkhu6a wa6antu wa
wuqondisa uku6a uGodongane noTana a6anaku6usa 
6aze 6adle izinkomo zikayise 6enganikwanga nguye; 
kwaku enye yezindlela zokumyala nokumethusela 
uGodongwane ingozi engase imehlele noma ngayiphi 
inkathi. Nempela wathi ukufika lomuntu oyisigijimi 
wawuyisa kuGodongwane noTana umswane lowo. 
Wawuthatha maqede uGodongwane wawusakazela 
e6usweni 6alomuntu watshela a6antu uku6a 6am6ambe 
uNodunga 6am6ulale ngo6a ehambe enga6ikanga 
kuye noma kumfowa6o uTana mbla eya kuyise eEalu
ngwuu; ngaleso senzo uNodunga uzenza inhloli, 
nexoki eli6uso-6u6ili, elithi yena wakoGodongwane 
ebeke ngapha lona 6eli6a isigijimi esi6aleka siye 
siyomhlala uGodongwane. Noma wayeyindlondlo6ela 
o Y engweni inhliziyo yakhe yayinengebe ingamhlalisile 
kahle neze, ikakhulu, isenzo sikayise sokumthumela 
umswani samenza wahlalela phezulu. UGodongwane 
wayeng~esa6i uTana kangango6a 6a6ezwana futhi 
uTana kungumuntu owaye6ukeka enganake lutho 
ngezinda6a zemi6uso. Into owayeyithanda uTana 
kwakungukuzingela, nokuzixoxela izinda6a zokuntela. 
Na6antu oYengweni izinda6a zom6uso 6a6ezixoxa ku
Godongwane yena owayenamehlo ngazo ezithanda 
futhi. 

Kuthe ngelinye ilanga kuhleliwe kwafika isigijimi 
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sivela kuJ o6e ethi ku6antwana 6akhe uyofika azo6eka 
izandla zo6ukhosi omunye wa6o o Yengweni; wa6ayala 
uku6a 6atsh_ele zonke izindlu zigaye amago6ongo 
otshwala, kusmdwe onke amagceke namalawu, 6avithe 
onke. ama?~tho ase6angeni lokulwa ngo6a yiwona 
ayosma mm1 leyo. Amadodana akhe ali6ika alihla
kaza izwi likayise kuwowonke umuzi wagcwala uku
thokoza. 

Lapha o Y engweni kwakukhona isangoma esasenci
kene kakhulu noGodongwane, kuyisona esimtshela 
konke okuzomehlela okuhle noku6i. Kwathi uku6a 
siwuzwe um6iko kaJ o6e ingani sasihlala sodwa endlini 
yaso siyimpohlo, sona sangasinda njenga6anye. Kwathi 
n~o6usuku uyise kaGodongwane ayezo:fika ngelanga 
elilandela 6ona sona, sahamba isangoma lapho sekuphe
lele ukuhlwa sayesangqongqoza encllini kaGodongwane. 
UGodongwane wayehleli yedwa eca6anga ngenda6a 
yokuftka kukayise. Uyise wayengashongo ukuthi uza 
lapha o Yengweni -nje uzo6eka 6ani u6ukhosi nokuthi 
uyise uthan~a 6ani phakathi kwa6o noTana'. wayazi 
kahle ukuth1 pho umthumelelani umswani wembuzi · 
wathi lapho e6ona wafumanisa ukuthi uTana yen~ 
akanake lutho futhi uzenamele-nje. 

Kwezwakala ukungqongqoza emnyango, wasondela 
ngasemkhontweni wakhe wawuthatha wayesehlehlela 
ngasemsamo, wathi, "ngena wen'osemnyaogo." 

Wangena umfo wesangoma, wangena waguqa ngase
mnyango wathi ngezwi elingasa6i : 

"Wo, kanti uwedwa wena wenkosi, hhayikekulungile, 
ne~pela 6engi.kufuna wedwa." Wathi uGodongwane, 

Uwe kanti lo, ongqongqoza manje? Kazi uphethe 
nda6azini ? " 

Wazithulela-nje umfo wakhona, lapho uGodongwane 
wawu6eka phansi umkhonto washaya ibeshu lakhe 
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ngesandla, wenyuka waya ngenhla nendlu wathatha 
umgqiki wakhe wasondela esangomeni sakhe, kwaphela 
lelo gazi lo6ukhosi elesatshwa yisintu sonke, okuyilona 
elcnza a6antu phandle 6akhale 6athi " Eayede I 
Eayede uyilanga I" Wasondela uGodongwane wahlala 
phansi eduze nesangoma sakhe wasi6uka, kodwa sona 
sahleka sathi: "Wethuswa yini, kade wenzani? " 

"Qha, kade ngingenzi lutho kodwa ngimangaliswa 
uwe uku6a ufike ngalenkathi." 

Isangoma lenda6a yokufika kukaJ o6e o Y engweni 
sayichithela amatham6o sachaza izinto ezikhulunywa 
ngamathambo sathi: 

" Y e6o wena wenkosi, a6afana (sisho amathambo 
lawa) 6athi uyo6usa ngelinye ilanga kodwa uyihlo 
ukuthukuthelele uthi makakudle ngamazinyo." 

Sisho maqede sim6uke emehlweni sisineke amazinyo 
amhlophe ingani sona simnyama sigaxe izinyongo 
ekhanda; lapha emahlombe siphambanise imichayo 
yezikhumba zezinyamazane, namathambo ezidawane, 
nemithi efakwe ezigujini ezincane zoselwa. Sasho 
maqede sahleka sa6uye sam6uka sa6uye saqhu6eka 
sathi: 

"Ngi6ona a6afokazana 6elola-qha, ake ngi6ukisise 
futhi-se6eyilolile imikhonto emilalazini 6engqa6ashiya 
?go6a leyo-mikhonto izogwaza, kodwa kangazi ukuthi 
1zogwazaphi." 
. Si6uye siwahlolisise futhi amathambo aso, si6uye 

s16uke lawa ahlale eduze noGodongwane sikhulume 
sithi: 

"B . eka nanto lelo-thambo lensimango elisezinya-
wem zakho, lilele umongo womnkantsha owawukulo 
~beke phezulu. Lelothambo kalilali kanjalo uma lisho 
impumelelo. Bekake futhi, mntanenkosi, leyonkwindi 
yembaza yamadwala aluhlaza lawa aqaqele ogwini 
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lolwandle ngasenzansi noThukela kunqume kubeke le 
eMbozamo, yahlukene nalo lelithambo-ngifunga 
uKhu6usi ka6a6a ekwaMdlalose-kusho ukufa." Sasho 
isangoma sathula saca6anga. Igama laso kwakungu
J evuza kaNtonteyana wakwaMthimkhulu. Amehlo 
akaJevuza ayeluthuthuva njengamagwe6u amathe 
egudu edwetshwe phansi izinsizwa zibema. Wayekhulu
ma abeke phansi okaNtonteyana angam-beki umuntu 
ngaphandle koku6a efuna uku6a aqaphele lowo
muntu akhuluma naye. Wayehlale ebeke phansi 
njalo asho lokho akushoyo agcine, a6esekhiph'ishungu 
lakhe abeme njalo ugwayi evumavuma njalo ethi : 
" Ewe-ihhi-i-i- " njengomuntu omqondo wakhe 
ungekho entweni ekhulunywayo. UGodongwane waye
methemba kakhulu uJevuza, kunguye owayemphala
zisa nalapho uGodongwane eyokweshela khona ezinto
mbini zakwaNxumalo. UGodongwane kwakuyisoka 
phakathi kwezinsizwa zenkosi, aziwa kakhulu. 

KwaNxumalo uGodongwane wayethandwa intokazi 
egama layo linguNo6antwana owaye lamana noZwide 
inkosana yesizwe sakwaNxumalo. UZwide lo ku6e 
naye eshela kudadewa6o kaGodongwane uDingiwe 
owayezazi, futhi enesihe esikhulu, ezwana kakhulu 
nomfowa6o. UDingiwe lo wayengamfuni uZwide lokho 
kwa6anga u6utha nokungezwani okumangalisayo 
phakathi kukaGodongwane noZwide, kwasengathi 
uGodongwane o6anga udadewa6o uku6a ale 
uZwide. 

UJevuza kaNtonteyana, "iVondwe lomhlang'elahlul'
izitha zilila.ialaoela," wamelulek'a uGodongwane wathi 
makahambe, azigulise mhla kufika uyise. Kodwa 
UGodongwane waphu6uka wahleka, waphendula 
wathi: 

" Usukhulumile Vondwe lami, nami umzimba wami 
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ngiyawuzwa uyadunguzela kuthi mangi6aleke, kodwa 
ngi6ashiye no6ani a6antu 6aka6a6a na? " 

"U6ani omkhulu kuwena? Umzim6a wakho ofanele 
uwuphephise noma a6antu 6akayihlo? " Kusho 
uJevuza. 

" Eathini 6ona a6antu la6a? Eathini 6ona uma 
6e6ona ku6aleka umholi wa6o kuqala? Bangethi 
ngi6ashiya emge6eni ingozi 6engivele ngiyazi kodwa 
6ona nganga6atshela? " 

"Bayo6e 6etshelwa ngu6ani uku6a kawusekho lokhu 
uyothi uma uyihlo usum6ingelele u6usuthi nyelele 
kunga6oni muntu, ku6e ukwazi kwami ngedwa nawe 
kuphela," kuphendula uJevuza kaNtonteyana. 

" Yena uNo6antwana njengo6'umazi ukuthi ungi
thanda ngihla6ana, uyothini uma ezwa ukuthi iqhawe 
lake li6alekel'uyise? " 

"UNo6antwana kakungane wena njengo6a umca-
6anga. Uyothini yani? " Kuphendula iVondwe lo
mhlanga. 

"Qha Vondwe, kasime silindele okuzayo. Usufuna 
ukungishiya u6aleke yini kanti? " 

Waphendula uJevuza kaNtonteyana wathi: " Hhayi 
mina, wena wenkosi. Ngofa lapho ufa khona, ngivuke 
nawe uma uvuka, ngilale nawe nasendle ezinkangala; 
uma ulele uhonqa mina ngiyo6e ngiqwashile kuze kuse. 
Kodwa beka nginokwesa6a ngawe," esho echitha phansi 
futhi amathambo, ewahlola. Lelo thambo lensimango 
nenkwindi yalo lehlukana futhi kodwa lawa lathi mbo, 
wahleka umfo kaNtonteyana, wasukuma wathath'u
mkhonto wakhe wathi, " woza ngiyokugca6a." 

~asho maqede wathatha isikhumba sempongo esi
mthika esasilenga odongeni wasithwala waphuma naso 
cpbethe ngakwesinye isandla umgqiki, wehla wangena 
ngentunja yesi6aya wayesendlala isikhumba phansi 
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wa6eka phezu kwaso umgqiki wamhlalisa phansi 
umntwana wenkosi, wamtshela uku6a enze konke 
amtshela uku6a akwenze njengokusho kwakhe. 

UGodongwane waphuma elawini lakhe embethe 
isikhumba sakhe, ngasesandleni sokuphonsa wayephe
the umkhonto wakhe wafika wahlala phansi. Kwaku
mnyama kungekho nyezi wokukhanyisa izithunzi za6o 
esi6ayeni. A6antu 6ase6elele 6onke sekuthule kuthe 
cwaka ngaphandle kwamahlokohloko ayechwenswa 
phansi emmfuleni e6onga ummbila nama6ele akad: 
eyowe6a ezifeni zamakhosikazi akhuthele. En~ans1 
nesi6aya kwakhuphuka inja kaGodongwane ayey1tha
nda kakhulu igama layo kunguMzondwase. Yafika 
yahlala eceleni kwakhe yathula, wayi6amban.gezindle6e 
uGodongwane wayiphulula, yalala phans1 yashaya 
umsila wayo phansi ngokuthokoza okukhulu. 

Se6efikile esi6ayeni uGodongwane nokaNtonteyana 
6alinda ehleli phansi uGodongwane amehlo a6o aze 
aphela ukuqundeka njengo6a phela 6a6ekade 6esendlini 
kukhanyiswe ngoqunga : kuphele lolu kokhelwe lolu. 
Lapha esi6ayeni uJevuza wamshaya uhlanga ekhanda 
kwathi lapho luqal'ukopha wakhothuluza igazi enxe-
6eni walithaka nensizi ayikhipha ophondweni olwala
lenga entanyeni kanye nezigubu zoselwa, wayigaya 
insizi wayikhuhla lapha ohlangeni wa6uye wamguqula 
walu6eka olunye uhlanga elunda enzela ukumqinisa 
intamo nesijungujungu khona eyokwazi uku6ekez,ela 
konke okungamehlela asinde nasezitheni zakhe. 

Wathi ukunquma izinwele zakhe phezulu nekhanda 
lakhe; waluthatha olunye unwele walumbela phakathi 
nesi6aya urnfo kaJevuza, olunye waluthatha walu6opha 
ezintingweni zesi6aya, olunye waphuma nalo walumbela 
esangweni lomuzi nasesigcawini samadoda lapho enqu
mela khona izinda6a zaso Yengweni Wa6uya lapho 

UDINGISWAYO KAJOBE I3 

uJevuza engasakhulumi esejuluka ngo6a konke lokhu 
ukwenza-nje uyashesha uphuthuma uku6a aqede. 
UGodongwane wayehlezi ethule eqaqanjelwa izinhlanga 
lezi ezazigcatshiwe emzimbeni wakhe. 

Se6ekuqedile konke lokhu 6a6uya 6eza endlini 
lapho uJ evuza wa6asa umlilo wa6eka udengezi eziko 
walushisa lwaze lwa6a-6omvu, wathela ikhu6alo 
lokincinda elithakwe ngamafutha ezinyamazane 
zolwandle, nawomthini, nawesothamlilo. Eancinda 
6o6a6ili odengezini 6ephangelana ; 6ephonsa izandla 
zekhohlwa 6ethi : 

"Sigodo wephuka ngacasha," 6a6uya 6aphonsa 
ewkudla 6athi : 

"Ngavundla, ngavuka ngingedwa," Basho njalo 
6ayasheshisa 6aphuthuma udengezi lungawaqedi 
amanzi okuncinda lawo. UJevuza wa6uye wamhogelisa 
omunye umuthi emgu6uzele wajuluka wamanzi uGo
dongwane, waphuma lapho edwanguzela. Ngalawama
khathi-ke ikhwezi laliphumile enzansi, seliqhakazile 
empumalanga nomushwa walo selikhuphuka uthe 
dwi phezu kwamanzi ommfula enzansi lapho kwaku
khala khona amahlokohloko namaselesele e6ika ihlo6o 
elisondele. 

UJev~za wamthatha uGodongwane, waphuma lapho 
~amhlal1sa maqondana nasempumalanga uku6alithi 
liphuma-nje ilanga liphumele kuye. Wahlala egedezela 
ephethwe amakhaza okusa, yathi ithi phasha inhla
mvu yelanga yashaya kuye, ifudumele, emva kwalo
kho a6esengena endlini. 
. ~s~ngene endlini uGodongwane walala wathi ja, 
unit~ yonke a6eyidla kusihlwa yase imngene egazini, 
eyezrnhlanga le kuyiyona emqeda amandla imgulisa 
n~okushoshozela kwayo, imfimfa igazana elincane 
elixu6ene namanzi. Nezikhonzi ukudla zafika zaku6eka 
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emnyango zamangala ukuthi kuyiwephi njengo6a 
kwakuvaliwe emnyango. UJ evuza yena walala engalele 
yena amadlozi ekhuluma naye phezulu ophahleni izwi 
lehla ngofindo lwendlu. Wayewaphendula amadlozi 
ngolimi oluzwakala kuye kuphela a6anye 6engenaku
luzwa ngo6a wayekhuluma ngomlomo a6uye a6eke 
a6afana 6akhe phansi, kuthi izimpondo ezimbili zidlale 
olunye luphume ngentunja yomnyango lunyamalale 
luhambe luye kude lu6uye lu6uyele kuye okaNtonte
yana alubile ngemithi yakhe futhi. K wathi ilanga 
selifudumele wamvusa uGodongwane wamnika ukudla 
emva koku6a amgeze u6uso nomzimba. Wathi lapho 
edla uGodongwane, okaNtonteyana wayezico6elelela 
igudu lakhe elifaka insangu yamahlathi aseNkandla 
eyayithakwa kancane nomsuzwane khona izodaka 
ingene ekhanda lomuntu; asho eli6onga okaNtonteyana 
athi: "Mamo!! UMpondonde kaNondliwa, vukasikothe. 
Uhla.iazihlangane phezutu njengokubenywa kwamagudu. 
UNtombi zikaNdwandwe zonke zendela kwaMthethwa, 
uyothini, uMamlambo? Kazi ziqondeni ngokwenza 
nje?" 

ISAHLUKO II 

ABANEWAEO 6akaGodongwane oTana na6anye 6a6e
khona ekhaya kade 6ebema amagudu a6o lonke ilanga, 
lapho kuqhamuka uyise uJ o6e nama6utho akhe 
amnyama ayevika ngamahawu ezinka6i ezimnyama 
efake amasho6a ezinka6i ezimnyama, namasaka6ula 
amanqe imithika emnyama ecwe6ezelayo njengezinsi6a 
zezintengu, neziqhova zezinyoni ezixu6e igwalagwala. 
Amhlophe ayevika ngamahawu ezinka6i ezimhlophe 
anamathonsi amnyama asikwe onke ngokufana emade 
enganga6aniniwo 6emi, 6ehubazela ngamabeshu ane
zintshodo, 6egqiza ngo6usenga o6ulenga amasho6a 
amathole amhlophe, zonke lezizinsizwa zimpofu zinge
zekhethelo, ziyikazela e6usweni ngamaqu6u amalanda 
aseziweni zaseNkandla ayelandwa yonke iminyaka 
e6usika lapho izikhukukazi sezizalela zingenamandla 
oku6aleka namachwane azo phezu komhlanga. Uma 
sekugiya lezizinsizwa kwakusukuma omame eBalu
ngwini 6ahole phansi amatshali a6o ezinyathi, nawo
nkonka, nezimba6ala 6enqekuza 6ethi : 

"Deda mfokazana, nank'amaland'amhlophe, adili
k'Ondini, ehlulwa amakhaza." 

Nazo izinsizwa 6eseziyikazela zisho isaga sazo 
zithi: 

" Gebuz' izulu 
Gebuz' izulu 
W o sengiyemuka, 
N gimukel' Ondini." 

Yaqhamuka kude inkosi nama6utho ayo umhla 6athi 
15 
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wanyakaza kwathi lapho e6uka kwa6asengathi utshani 
6ugcwele amalunga ezinkomo zidla zekla6ile, kwamnya
ma kwamhlope. K washanelwa ngisho isi6i endleleni 
wa6ona 6ephuma 6engena omame ngezindlu, nezindlu 
se6ezicwayile, izinhloko za6o 6azigco6a nasezinyaweni 
amafutha kwacwe6ezela nezitho. 

Eathi uku6ona lokhu 6aqonda a6antwana 6onke 
6atshinga phansi amagudu a6o a6a6ekade 6ewabema 
ukuhlanga6eza uyise, nokumamukela angene kahle 
esangweni lomuzi. Yangena inkosi o Y engweni nama-
6utho, 6ayikhombisa esi6ayeni lapho ama6utho athi 
klebu khona emacansini ayesendlelwe, kwangen'uTana 
wazo6ingelel'uyise wahlala naye, uyise wa6uza wathi: 

" Sengini6one nonke Tana, pho, uphi umnewenu 
uGodongwane na? " 

" Qha 6a6a," kusho uTana, " uGodongwane u6enga
philile kahle lonke ilanga layizolo nathi namuhla kasi
kam6oni yonke insasa." 

"Akawuzwanga yini umsindo wokungena kwami 
nama6utho, ngingena egcekeni, khona esegula, pho, 
angetoto6e azongi6ingelela mntanami na? " Kusho u
Jo6e. 

" Hhayike kangazi lapho 6a6a ngo6a nami ngisho 
engikwaziyo." 

" Hamba uyom6iza, Tana umtshele ukuthi sengifikile 
ngilapha esi6ayeni." Nempela uTana wahamba wa
qonda endlini kaGodonwana, noyise wamlandela 
ngamehlo e6ona ukuthi ushonaphi. 

Izinsizwa zaso Y engweni za6uthana zagcwala, kwathi 
okaNtonteyana wangena nesijula sakhe so6unyanga 
elenga izinyongo zezimbuzi owayekade ehlatshiswa 
zona ekhanda; wangena waqoshama ngasethombeni 
lamathole wahlala wabeka phansi, wathatha ishungu 
lakhe likagwayi wabema. Kwangena ngentunja 
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engenhla izinkehli namaqhikiza azoqung'utshwala nga
mago6ongo nangezimpiso zekhethe~o'. e6uthululela 
ezinkambeni. Izinsizwa zaseEalungwm1 zacho6onyeka 
zijikijela amazwi ezintshik~i zidlula, nazo zizi6e 
sengathi kazizwa ngo6a zazm~e~akukhuluma lutho 
kukhona inkosi. Kodwa kuyoth1 zmgaphuma ngapha
mlle kwentunja uzwe ziqhuma phezulu zihleka zithi: 

"Ihhi mame, yek'okwani- suka," zi6uye zihleke 
zonke kanye-kanye zikhombisa ukuthi ziyezwelana 
omunye nomunye "ekuyekeni okwazo." 

Kwakukhona ifu elithile kuJo6e e6ukeka kungeko 
ukwenama ehleli phezu kwempiselo e6uka sengathi 
kakukho lutho phambi kwakhe, notshwala e6uphuza 
enga6uphuzi olwakhe ukhamba lwalokhu lugcwele 
ezinye zigcwala ziphela, ziqungwa zi6uye zicekeze. 
Kwathi lapho nenyama isiya6iwa se6eletha izinhloko 
zezinka6i kwagiya ama6utho aso Yengweni egiyela 
izinhloko egiya ekhomba ngezandla engahlome lutho 
ngo6a uma ayegiya ephethe utho ngesandla kwakuyo6e 
ahlokoloza impi acela inselela ema6uthweni aseEalu
ngwini, agiya kwaze kwaqu6uka amaqu6u eziqhoveni, 
u6uso 6awo 6agcwala izithukuthuku amanye emfoma 
kwangehla mjuluko kwa6onakala ukuthi nempela 
sekugiya amakhethelo enkosi agcwele ulaka, nenzondo 
namandla oku6ulala nokufa. A6esifazane ingani 6a6e
kade 6e6ukela maduzane 6ahlehla, 6ancika ngezindlu 
kwangena ukwesa6a ezinhliziyweni za6o kodwa 6engazi 
uku6a kususwa yini lokho-kwesa6a. Ea6azi ngama-
6utho amanyama namhlophe aso Y egweni inda6a 
yawo yayiwuvula umlomo naku6ani. 

Phezu kwayoyonke lento 6a6exoxa uJo6e nama
dodana akhe, uyise ehlezi phezu kwempiselo yakhe 
ephendula ngamafuphi, · avume ngekhanda kokuningi 
wathi esuka waethi: "tsa-a-a" amathe wa-
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phendukela kuTana wayi6eka impiselo, wathi ndi
yandiya wa6ambelela ngezintingo zesi6aya. 

Wamemeza uTana wathi : " Ungi6ulalelani 6a6a 
na? Ngoneni kangaka na? " 

Wathi uyise ekhomba komunye wezinduna zakhe 
"qedela lokhu wena," washo ekhomba kuTana 
ngempiselo, nempela kwafika iqhawe elithize lamlalisa 
phansi khona lapho ngasezintingweni zesi6aya ngo
mkhonto. Wathi ephenduka ethi uku6iza uGodo
ngwane wayesethe pheshe, nothuli lo6ulongwe esi-
6ayeni lwaqonga kwamnyama njengo6a ama6utho 
aseEalungwini ayesegwaza a6asoYengweni. Yathi 
iyamthatha uGodongwane enye insizwa ngasetho
mbeni, wayi6eka phansi okaNtonteyana washo wathi : 

" Ngadla mina wevondwe lomhlanga, kanti kwaku
yodla a6anjani? " 

Eamlandelisa uGodongwane, wathi uyeqa uthango 
wahlala umkhonto esiphangeni kodwa wa6aleka wa
ngemela khona Iapho, wa6aleka eseyinku6ele wehlisa 
umuzi enqamula phakathi kwesinyakanyaka sa6antu 
nothuli seluvale indlela. Wa6aleka njalo waye
wazihloma ehlathini. Onke ama6utho aso Yengweni 
abuba ngalelo-langa kwakhalwa kwaze kwasa, kukhala 
onina 6ekhalela amaboqo a6o ezinsizwa, nezingodosi 
zikhihlizela izinyembezi ezimathonsi zimi phezu, 
ezinye ziguqe phezu kwezidumbu zamasoka azo; 
ezinye zikhihlizela ziphethe ngezandla imitsha yamaso
ka azo ayezokhonza ngayo kodwa namhla ayeqangqa
laze esi6ayeni amanye egcekeni engenamuntu wokuwa
lahla. OYengweni ngaleyo-mini kwa6a indawo eye
sa6ekayo ngo6a kwathi lapho ilanga selishonile nama-
6utho kaJo6e esegodukile kwaqoqana ukuhlwa kwe
zwakala amazwi esifazane elila nawamadoda ayelimele 
ngaphandle e6iza noma u6ani encenga uku6a azowa-
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qedela okungenani kunoku6a ezwe u6uhlungu o6unga
ka. Amanye ayekhala e6iza amanzi, amanye ekhala 
ngoMasi6ani6ani, e6atha ngamagama awoyisemkhulu. 
Kuthi amakhosikazi anezi6indi ezwa omunye waku6o 
ekhala asondele amqa6ulise ngamanzi amthwale 
amlethe endlini, okungenani afele khona kunoku6a 
aphele phandle. 

Se6efikile eBalungwini 6onke a6a6ekade 6ehlasele 
oYengweni 6angenelwa usizi ngo6a inkosi ya6ikwa 
ukudunguzela njalo. OkaNtonteyana isi6aya lesi 
wayesibilile ngangayizolo lokhu egca6a uGondo
ngwane; lemithi kaJevuza uJo6e wayihaqa kwathi 
ngo6a naye uJo6e eliqili lemithi, eyakhe yanqotshwa 
ngekaJevuza yaseya6uyela ngaye yonke wayihaqa 
maqede ekhanda yam6angela izibo6o, yam6ulala uhla
ngothi, kwathi nalapho esefika ekhaya wayesethwelwe. 
Okuthe ngenye imini uJo6e wa6iza i6andla wavalelisa 
wa6eka um-beki wom6uso wakwaMthethwa wathi 
kuyo6a uMawewe inkosi, owayezalwa ngomunye wama
khosikazi amancane okuthiwa ama6i6i. Akakhohlwa
nga uJo6e ukuyaleza ngokuthi uya6ona ukuthi 
uMawewe akanaku6usa ngokukhululeka ngo6a uGodo
ngwane akafanga, nokuthi kuyodingeka uku6a aqashe
lwe angaqambi inhlakanhlaka ngokwahlukanisa isizwe 
sakwaMthethwa, uma ese6uya ekubungukeni, uma 
eyoze wa6uya. 

A6a6ehleli eduze kocansi lwenkosi, 6aku6ona oku
shiwo yiyo, ngo6a kwathi noma 6ecinga ezidunjini 
6angas16ona esikaGodongwane, ingani kwakukade ku
vele omunye wathi yena u6one uGodongwane egwa
zwa ngempela, akasindanga-nje nempela. Kwa6a
khona ukuphikisana okukhulu ngo6a 6a6engam6onanga 
uGodongwane ukuthi ngenkathi 6emxoshisa ngomkho
nto wa6aleka wayewangena ehlathini eliseduze naso-
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Yengweni ngasemmfuleni, umkhonto ewuthwele 
esiphangeni. Wa6aleka wayewazithi shu khona, wali
nga ukuwumonyula umkhonto kodwa wehluleka. 
Njengo6a amantombazane ayejwayele uku6ukela ku
dana uma impi ilwa, uDingiwe wam6ona umfowa6o 
e6aleka kodwa akazanga ukuthi ka6amlandelanga 
yini 6am6ulala. 

Kwasa ethumela izwi kuNo6antwna emtshela nge
sehlo somfowa6o, yena kodwa wavuka wenza imise6enzi 
yasekhaya wehla waya emmfuleni ukuyokh'amanzi 
ehamb'ehla6elela ngosizi lokushiywa umfowa6o. Wathi 
echopha izinyawo emadwaleni asithwe amagatsha 
emithi, ngenzansi impela kwezi6uko okuwela kulo 
a6antu wezwa ukugquma sengathi okwesilwane ngenhla 
ehlathini; wethuka maqede waca6anga ukuthi inya
mazane, wathatha itshe wasondela ehamb'elithwel'
ekhanda, enyonyo6a ngamazwani. Kodwa wa6onani? 
Nango umfowa6o eguqile, ezibonqa, egquma, umkhonto 
ugxumekeke esiphangeni, nenxe6a selichicha amanzi. 
Watshinga phansi imbokodwe uDingiwe, wakhala wathi : 

" Maye Godongwane ka6a6o ! Hawu, ngizokwenze
njani ? " 

Wamthulisa uGodongwane ngezwi eliqhaqhazelayo, 
nomoya onqamukayo wathi, 

"Thula mtaka6a6a, funa ungi6izele amashwa, 
na6angizingelayo." 

Wasondela uDingiwe wa6ona ukuthi umfowa6o 
usegqumela okuletha isiyezi, wasondela wazewaqung' -
isi6indi wawu6amb'umkhonto, wawudonsa enga
wuxukuxi, kwa6alukhuni wayeka, eseyekiswa nawu
kugquma nokubonga komfowa6o. Wema wa6uka, 
izinyembezi zehla ezihlathini zakhe kwa6a sengathi 
umkhonto udla yena uqo6o lwakhe. Wa6uye wa6u
yela wadonsa ngamandla eguqile eduze nomfowa6o, 
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umkhonto wathi boncu, noGodongwane wawa phansi 
ngo6uso waquleka. Intombazana yayayatheka iya 
enhla, iya enzansi ikhohlwa ukuthi izokwenzenjani; 
yaletha amanzi yamthela, yamthela, waze waqa6uka 
wabeka. Izwi lakhe lokuqala wathi : " Ngilambile 
Dingiwe, ngilambele okokufa." 

Udadewa6o wagijima waya ekhaya waleth'umba
ntsbi kanye nombondwe wakufihl'engcazini yakhe 
wakuleth 'emmfuleni. 

Khona ekhaya 6engezukusola, uDingiwe wa6a umu
ntu okhuthele ngalelo langa wathi, " Qha, angifuni 
uku6a ngivuke ekuseni ngongqoqwane ngiyoland' -
amanzi emmfuleni. Zonke izimbiza ngizozigcwalisa." 

Eathi a6anye odadewa6o, " hau, wakhuthala-ke 
khona Dingiwe." 

"Ehhe, angifuni ukuvuka," washo esu6atha ngeju-
6ane ~h.la eqond'emmfuleni. Wath'ukufika wangena 
~hlathim ehamba a6amb'esifu6eni inhliziyo yakhe 
1guduzela uvalo sengathi uzofica umfowa6o esefile. 
Wamfica ehlezi egquma, egqunyiswa izinhlungu ze
nxe6a lomkhonto. Wafika waguqa phambi kwakhe 
wathi, 

"Mfowethu Godongwane," washo wasondela wa
mphatha emahlombe ngezandla ezineminwe ethambile 
wa6uye wakhuluma e6uza wathi ' 

"Mfowethu uyangi6ona nje? " Washo emnika 
ukudla ekukhipha engcazini. Wakusondeza phambi 
kom~owa6o ekhuluma ethi " Yidla, nakhu ukudla, 
sengikulethile. '' 

uif~l'uGodongwane waqa6uka, naye wakhuluma. 
m~we kwathi ese6uya ntambama futhi ezokukha 

a~nzi okwesithathu waleth'ingu6o kaGodongwane 
yo ulkala nomgqiki wokucamela. UDingiwe wakhulu
ma umfowa6o wathi 

' 
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" Uzokwenzcnjani Godongwane njengo6a awuna
ku6uyela emzini ka6a6a? " 

Waphcndula uGodongwane wathi, "Angazi Dingiwe." 
"Ngiyakweluleka uku6a usuke uhambelapha, uqonde 

kwamalume uMbangambi ozalwa uDlozi wakwaLu
shozi." 

" Kuphi khona lapho Dingiwe? " ku6uza uGodo
ngwane. 

"Kwamalume kungapha kwalawaya amagquma. 
Kawusamazi umalumc Iona ohlalc efika ekhaya umame 
amthungele utshwala. Indoda nje emfushane empunga." 

"Wo,sengiyam6ona. Kanti uyisihlo6o sethu njeya ?" 
kusho uGodongwane. 

"Sengikade ngikuyena, ngamtshela ukuthi ngiku
fumanisile lapha, nokuthi ngizokutoto6isa ngikuyise 
kwakhc ulale, uthole nokuthotshwa amanxe6a lawa." 
Ngakhoke sizokutoto6isa ngokuhlwa sikuyise kwakhe. 

Kwathi lapho selimathunzi uDingiwe wehla futhi 
csehamba noJevuza kaNtonteyana yena owayehamba 
sengathi kayikho into cyehlakele oYengwcni, ehamba 
evuma ingoma ye6utho lakhe, eyivuma ngomoy' -
ophansi. Wathi ukufika wahleka okaNtonteyana 
wathi, "Eayadlala a6adlala ngawe Godongwane, wena 
vuso cliyo6a ngumbeduka ingani 6alidle limnandi. 
Sukuma woza, sihambe siyolala." Wema uDingiwe, 
yena wayebeke ukuthi uJevuza uzokhala isililo. Wathi 
ekhuluma uJevuza waycmfaka isandla phansi kwe
khwapha emfukula waze wema etengemuka ngo6a 
amandla wayengenawo. Wasondela noDingiwe wa
mxasa ngakolunye uhlangothi 6atoto6a 6ahamba, 
6eqonde kwaMbangambi. 

UGodongwane wahlala kwaMbangambi laze laphola, 
uNtontcyana kunguyena o6opha inxc6a, oligeza 
ngamakhambi nangesihlungu, alilumeke 6onke u6ovu. 
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Konke lokhu kwakwenziwa e6usuku a6antu 6onke 
se6elele. Kuthe uku6a inxe6a seliyophola uJevuza 
wafika 6usukuthize sekuzokusa kodwa, eharnba no
No6antwana wamletha kuGodongwane wathi : 

"Namhla yilanga lakho loku6a u6aleke undinde, uzule 
emagangeni njengovemvane lwamaganga oluhambe 
Iuzula luhlola izimbali zonke zomhla6a. Eeka amehlo 
akho entombini yakho nansi, e6ingakholwa ukuthi 
usekhona ngenxa yezinda6a ezizwa ngokufa kwesizwe 
sakwaMthethwa . Wena uzohamba, rnina ngizosala 
lapha o Yengweni ngihlola izinda6a zakhona." 

Wamnquma ulimi uNo6antwana owayesemi eduze 
noNtonteyana engaka6i nasi6indi sokusondela ku
Godongwane, wathi: 

"Hawu kaNtonteyana wena futhi ungakwenza 
kanjani uku6a usale uma izinyane lenkosi lihamba na? " 

Wathi uGondongwane esukuma phansi : " ukusho 
kanjani lokho Vondwe lomhlanga na? " 

" Ake nithule nilalele mina, ngo6a yimi engim
dala, ukuhlupheka ngiyakwazi. Kungcono ukugcina 
ngokugcinwa ngakho (ngisho ukuja6ula phela) kuno
ku6a siqale ngokugcinwa ngakho sigcine si6e yizinja 
ezitholwa a6afokazana 6asemaHlutshini lapho ngithi 
6aleka uye khona." 

Waphendula uNo6antwana wathi: 
"Emzini ka6a6a kwaNdwandwe kukhona ama6utho 

okungathi nxa ngiwancenga ngo6a6a uku6a azoku
hlwithela lom6uso waso Y engweni nowesizwe sakwa
Mthethwa avume nawo. Ngakhoke ngivumele ngiye 
ku6a6a norna umfowethu uZwide ethini, u6a6a uyoli
vuma elami izwi." 

Endlini 6athula 6onke kwazwakala u6uhashahasha 
6egundane liququda insika yendlu phczulu ofindweni 
lwcndlu nczinja zezwakala zishaya umkhulungwane 
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kude emagqumeni aso Yengweni lapho a6aninizo 
6a6e6ulawele khona; zazikhalela amazwi a6o 6ezi6i
zela ukuzingela. 

" lyakhuluma intokazi kaNdwandwe, ye6o iyakhu
luma, amazwi ayo masiwa6uke siwacwenge," kukhulu
ma okaNtonteyana. UGodongwane wancenga uku6a 
ke6aphume a6anye, njengo6a kwakukhona endlini 
noDingiwe. Wa6ancenga ke6aphume isikhashana 6ona 
6asale noNo6antwana. 

Se6esele 6odwa uGodongwane wamkhombisa u6ulu
khuni 6okuncenga isizwe sakwaNdwandwe uku6a 
simsize wamncenga uNo6antwana uku6a abodle, ngo6a 
6ayo6uye 6a6onane emva ko6usika o6u6ili nentwasa
hlo6o. Wakhala uNo6antwana, waphelelwa amandla, 
uGodongwane wamthatha wamphakamisa ngezingalo 
zakhe wameyamisa ngodonga. Kwezwakala uku
ngqongqoza, wangena okaNtonteyana wakhuluma 
wathi: 

"Uma uhamba ngalo6u-6usuku kuhle uhambe 
manje. Ngizokuphelezela, ngi6uye ngi6e umvikeli 
wentombi yakho 6angadlali ngayo a6afokazana, 
ngi6uye ngiku6ikele uma umhla6a usuguqukile." 

Wasukuma uGodongwane wagiya, wagiya wahlenge
zela izinyembezi, 6am6onga odadewa6o noNo6antwana 
noJevuza, 6em6onga ngamazwi aphansi 6ethi: 

"Ngqwa6a, ngqwa6a, 
Yemuka nayo, wo, yemitka, 
Uyiyenga ngani, uyiyenga ngani-na? " 

Wathatha u6uhlalu 6akhe nebeshu lakhe lokuhlo6a 
wakushiya kuNo6antwana noDingiwe uku6a 6akulo
ndoloze. Waya kuNo6antwana waxhawula, wasi6amba 
isandla sakhe esasithuthumela, kwa6alukhuni uku6a 
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6ehlukane intombazana yaliqinisa ifmdo lezandla 
ngokuligco6a ngezinyembezi zamehlo ayo. Wazithatha 
izandla za5o uJ evuza wazigco6a ngamafutha athize 
ezinhlanganisela zezinyamazane washo wathi : 

"Masihambe, Godongwane." 
Eahamba uGodongwane nokaNtonteyana na6afana 

a6a6ili a6a6ezothwalela uGodongwane. Kwathi ilanga 
liphuma 6ase6ekude izwe laso Yengweni se6eli6ukela 
luthuthu kude le. OkaNtonteyana wamnika induku 
uGodongwane yokuyiphatha okuyiyona eyayizo6a 
udondolo; 6ehlukana 6egcwele umunyu, ngaphandle 
kokukhuluma, uGodongwane wakhala izinyembezi nje
ngoNo6antwana, kodwa yena akazesulanga waziyeka 
zomela ezihlathini zakhe zomiswa umoya. 

UGodongwane wahamba wawela iMfolozi-emnyama 
nemhlophe, wahlala kwaMnqo6okazi, wadlula wabeka 
eNtshonalanga. Kwase kuphele izinyanga eziyikho
mbisa mhla efika kwelakwaHlu6i eli6uswa uBungane, 
okunguyena owamgcina ngempela wamkhombisa naye 
uGodongwane u6uqhawe 6akhe ngokuphuma impi, 
ehla6ana egwaza edilizela phansi. Kuthe ngenye 
imini wayozingela wa6uye ethwele ibu6esi lensikazi 
eli6ulele, la6a-6afana 6akhe a6ase6engamabungu, 
6egodle amazinyane alo, ama6ili. Wonke umuzi 
wakwaHlu6i wamangala kakhulu imbongi yakhona 
yamhalalisela uGodongwane ngezi6ongo ezaduma nda
woyonke, nenkosi uBungane yazithanda ngempela. 
Zazithi : 

"Thatha Ntala I Thata Ntala I 
Igqalashu elimashiyazinja. 
Z ikaM ashesha · 
UMagwaz'ayiqhu6'ayiyis'oNdini; 
UM ahla6ana ngengculana ka Yisemkhulu. 
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UMmina, mmina, mmina I 
UChakid' ophuph' a6elungu 
Ngo.i'uphuph'indodana kaMondise, 
U Hla6ana ngebosho lakhe ; 
UM agqayiza 6em6iza. 

U Hububu--U Hububu I 
UMashay'inja ayiqoph'ibeshu, 
UEafazi 6akwaMthethwa, 
Phumani ni.ione nans'inkondlo6a 
I dlul' esangweni.'' 

Ukufika kukaGodongwane kwaletha umoya omunye 
ezinsizweni zakwaHlu6i ngaseNtshonalanga ngo6a 
za6ona insizwa eyayigiyela lapho sekusuk'iqungu loku
gwaza ikakhulu lapho kubenywa esi6ayeni igudu seku
nqatshwa nalo uku6a libenywe amanina isuke insizwa 
enenkani ilithathe ilibeme maqede iligxumeke phakathi 
nenkundla izi6onge maqede ithathe izikhwili zayo ime 
ngalo igudu. Ukulithatha lapho kwasekuyimpi. UGo
dongwane wayelithatha maqede kumiwe kukhale 
omame a6a6ukelayo ngo6a 6a6azi ukuthi uGodongwane 
uzo6ulala omunye. Ngakhoke kwakuthi uma eseli6eke 
phansi igudu, kusuke zonke izinsizwa kuyekiwe ukube
ma, kuhanjwe. 

K wa6a isikhathi esikhulu uGodongwane ehleli lapha 
kwaBungane a6antu a6angamazi 6eca6anga ukuthi 
uyindodana yenkosi. Emva kwalokho kwafika izwi 
lihanjiswa umfokazana ethi : 

"Ngithunywe induna yasoYengweni kwaMthethwa 
uku6a ngizo6ikela inkosi yamaHlu6i ukuthi uJo6e 
inkosi yakwaMthethwa kasekho, ugodukile." Pho, 
lapha kwaHlu6i a6antu 6akwaMthethwa 6a6enga-
6ashayi lutho, kuyisizwe a6asidelelayo. 
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Kwathi kuhleliwe nje omunye waxoxa wathi: 
"Ewu, madoda kuthiwa inkosi yakwaMthethwa 

igodukile, kade kukhona isithunywa sakhona sifikile 
khona lapha." 

" Nithini madoda na? " 
" Ehe, uJ o6e ugodukile. '' 
"~godusw~ u6an_i na? " ku6uza ishinga elinye 

ngo6 mda6a 1mnand1; kodwa uGodongwane wathula 
ngo6a lenda6a yokufa kukayise yayimethusile. 

"U6ani o6enesikhathi soku6uza lokho, futhi ena
nda6ani nezinda6a zakwaMthethwa? Othand'uku6uza 
lokho ~ngaya laphaya kuleliya xhi6a lapo umfokazi 
6emlahse khona ?" kusho omunye. 

UGodongwane wathula, wathi ethatha wayephuma 
kulendlu yenda6a wahamba waqonda endlini Iapho 
umfokaz~ wayelele khona, wafike wangqongqoza, wathi 
umfokaz1: "Ngena." 

"Uwena ophuma kwaMthethwa na?" 
"Ye6o yimina, 6a6a," kuphendula umfokazi. 
" Kuyiqiniso ukuthi uJo6e inkosi yakini kayisekho 

na?" 
"Usushilo, mnumzane." 
" Yagoduka nini na? " 
" K~yihlalanga sikhathi emva koku6a i6uye o Ye

ngweru ukuyo6ulala a6anta6ayo. Sengathi 6a6eyi6e
kele." 

" U6ani manje okhona o6usayo endaweni kaJo6e 
na?" 

" Qha, wangi6uza kangaka mnumzane ngezinda6a 
zakoMthethwa, ungu6ani wena? Ngiyakuncenga ngi
tshele ukuthi ungu6ani ? " 

" Mina ngingu, 

C 
" M agwaz' ayiqhu/5' ayiyis' oN dini 
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" UM ahla.iana ngengculana kayisemkhulu. Yi
mina lowo." 

Nempela wathula umfokazi, wathulaem6ukaemehlweni, 
ngo6a wayesho izi6ongo owayengazange azizwe selokhu 
wazalwa. 

" Mina ngithunywe uJevuza kaNtonteyana iqhawe 
elisasele kwamadala. Lithe angofika nalapha kwa
Bungane ngi6ike lom6iko ngingasheshi ngihambe ngi
linde kuze kudlule isikhathi. Akashongo into engiyo
yilindela.'' 

"OkaNtonteyana lowo omshoyo umnumzane, 
unomuzi nesigodlo ? " 

"Qha mnumzane, uJevuza kaNtonteyana akusiye 
umnumzame ofanelwe yisigodlo; kodwa sewaze wa6a 
negama ngo6a imithi eyazi. Uye lo owa eyinyanga 
ya6antwana 6enkosi o Yengweni." 

"Pho a6antwana la6o 6enzenjani na? " 
"Mam6a6o ! ukhona ongayaziyo inda6a yoku6a 

a6antwana 6agwazwa nguyise 6afa? Omunye wa6ale
ka nomkhonto, a6amlandelayo 6athi wafela ezi
nta6eni." 

"A6ashiyanga mizi 6o6a6ili? " 
" Qha, mnumzane a6ashiyanga mizi. Omdala wa

shiya izingodosi kodwa zonke sezagana; omncane 
washiya ingodosi okuyiyona eyinqa6a, ngifung' uNkosa
zana ka6a6a eseMthandeni." 

Wahleka uGodongwane, ehlekiswa ukuzwa ukuthi 
uNo6antwana uyinqa6a, wamkhumbula ekhala ethi 
makangahambi ngo6a ezomlethela ama6utho kayise; 
kodwa wa6uye waxola wamdedela. Wa6uza uGodo
ngwane wathi : 

"U6ani yona lengodosi na? uthi nensizwa enga
ngami ingeyifohle leyonqa6a? " 
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Wahleka nomfokazi wathi: "Uyadlala mfo wezizwe, 
um'udlala ngoNo6antwana kaNdwandwe. Izinsizwa 
zithela kwasa-nje. Uthi yena unowakhe akaswele 
lutho." 

" A6antwana la6a a6ashiyanga dadewa6o 6ona na? " 
" Ye6o ukhona udadewa6o igama lakhe uDingiwe. 

Naye selokhu kwafa a6afowa6o usaqulusele njalo 
ukwala uZwide inkosi yakwaNdwandwe." 

"Ye6o na? " 
" Oye6o," kusho umfokazi. 
" Uzothunywa yimina-ke 6a6a uku6a uze ungikho

nzele kulezontombi zozombili zakini. Uyothi kukhonze 
"uN omphongompo weziwa, I ngqwa.ia-N gqwa6a." 
"Hawu, uNgqwba-Ngqwa6a kwakuyizi6ongo zo ... 

mntwana wenkosi lezo," kusho umfokazi exwayisa 
amehlo ngo6a uGodongwane ekhulume kanje. Waqhu-
6eka wathi, 

"Kodwa ngo6a phela usho, ngiyokwenza." 
UGodongwane waphuma waya elawini lakhe wa6uya 

esephethe isikhumba sebu6esi nehawu elincane lokusina 
elalisikwe a6asiki 6asemaHlutshini, wathi kumfokazi 
Y?nke leyompahla aze ayinike uNo6antwana, ngezandla 
z1kaJ evuza kaN tonteyana. 

Wathi umfokazi, "Uma uJevuza eseyithatha lempa
hla angayidlulisi? " 

"Mina ngiyo6amba wena noma unga6aleka uyephi 
ngokuf~a ngize ngikuthole. Uma uJ evuza eyisiqhwaga 
naye ngiyokumfuna ngizengimthole. Uyomnika yona 
lempahla uJ evuza umtshele ukuthi ayinike leyo
ntombi ayitshele ngo 

"Nompongompo weziwa, 
Ungqwa6a-Ngqwa6a ' ' 

"Uyangisolisa mfo wezizwe, kwenziwa yini inhliziyo 
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yami ikutho6ele sonke isikhathi ngikhuluma nawe? 
Ngiyakwesa6a, ngiyokwenza njengo6a ungitshela." 

Kwasa umfokazi wa6opha wahamba, uGodongwane 
wam6ona ehamba inhliziyo yakhe ya6a6uhlungu ngo6a 
e6ona ukuthi uya ekhaya phakathi kwa6antu 6aku6o, 
kodwa yena usahlezi ezizweni. 

Emva kwenyanga lenda6a yokushona kukaJ o6e 
yezwakala, kwe 6uye kwezwakala inda6a enyc iuthi 
engumhlola inda6a enkulu kakhulu kuneyokufa kuka
J o6e. Kwaxoxwa inda6a yomuntu omhlophe onwele 
zimasho6a o6onakele ngalapha eningizimu. 

Lomhlola ungurnuntu, ugqoke izingu6o ezimboza 
wonk'umzimba, nokuthi izinyawo zalomuntu ziya
mangalisa kazinazinzwani kuthi lapho enyathele khona 
kusale ingoxi kunga6i ama6atha a6antu, ikakhulu 
esithendeni. Lomhlola ugi6ele esilwaneni esimangali
sayo, esiyinqudulu. Kasinazinselo ezifana nezenkomo, 
kodwa ezaso aziklayekile phakathi, zihlangene ziyizi
ngqukuqa. Lesisilwane sigijima njengamalanga6i 
eshisa isona. Nawo lomhlola wornuntu uphethe umbo
bo obubisa ushise ngonyazi konke okuphambi kwawo 
uma uke wabekana nakho. Lornuntu uyena nkosi 
negosa la6o 6onke a6abulayo, na6angomayo, na6o 
6onke a6athwasayo. Uyena lo owa6ela 6onke ukuhla
kanipha nokwazi. Eonke a6antu 6anele ukum6ona 
rnaqede 6a6aleke 6ashiye 6e6ulelc inkomo azofika 
ayidle. Athi ma eke wangena emzini akhithizele 
u6uhlalu phansi nethusi. Ngenxa yalesisenzo salomhlola 
sekuze kwavela lesisaga sokuthi : 

" Nana6uke, Nana6uke, phuma kulawamanzi esizi6a 
ungitshele. Ngithunywc ngumnewa6o ka6a6a, wathi 
mangobinca umutsha weNana6uke. Isihlangu seNana-
6uke kangisiphathi, kangiviki ngaso. Ngihlom'esenka-
6'emnyama ka6a6a." 
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A6anye 6aze 6axoxa inganekwane yeNana6uke, 
yanda, ngokwanda phakathi, kwarnazwe onke. . 

A6anye a6antu a6anesi6indi 6aqala uku6ona ukuth1 
iNana6uke lena kayidli muntu urna ingachukuluziwe, 
6asondela se6eyi6ungaza, kodwa 6csa6a isihlangu 
sayo, 6exolela ukuphatha isihlangu esisikwe .ezikhu
mbeni zezinka6i. Isihlangu seNana6uke sas1phatha 
unyazi lwezulu. 

INana6uke yayiharnba iphelezelwa a6antu a6a6e
khuluma ulimi lwasoSuthu okwathi se6efike kwaZulu 
6azi6iza ngokuthi a6akwaMahlase 6ona 6enga6akwa 
Zi6isi. Amagarna a6o a6anye kwaku oNomashila 
kaM6ango, noNsuku kaMagawula noBovungana. Uku
fika kwa6o kwaZulu 6esacwasiwe kwakuthiwa yizimpi
si. INana6uke le a6a6eyiphelezela yayiqonde uku6a 
6ayisize 6ayiyalele indlela eya ogwini lolwandle ngo6a 
yayedukelwe ezinye. Nayo yayiqonde eDalagube. 
UGodongwane e6ona ithu6a lokudlu6ulunda a6uyele 
ekhaya wazinikela kuBungane uku6a aphelezele 
iNana6uke. Waphinda urnkhondo wakhe uGodongwa
ne eza ngawo kwaBungane wada6ula ezweni lakwa
Qwa6e eqonde ngaseMahla6athini aseNkandla elubekise 
ogwini. INana6uke na6antu 6ayo 6a6ehambe 6elandela 
uGodongwane. Lapha kwaQwa6e inda6a ycNana-
6uke yaseyigcwele ezindle6eni za6antu seyiphenduke
zelwe ya6a inganekwane yoqo6o. Eafika 6alala 
kwaQwa6e, kodwa kwathi e6usuku uGodongwane 
weqa iNana6uke isalele, weqa kanye nesilwanc sayo, 
nesihlangu sayo nokunye kokugqoka wayishiya iNana-
6uke ilele u6uthongo na6antu 6ayo. Wa6aleka waqo
nda eMpumalanga kwaMthethwa ezweni likayise. 

Kusa ngakusasa a6akwaQwa6e 6a6ona lomhlola, 
a6anye 6alandela amasondo omkhondo wesilonyane, 
esinezinsclo ezihlangene zingahlukene njengezenkomo. 
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Eamangala 6e6ona ngamehlo a6o iNana6uke. Kwa
khethwa amaqhawe anesi6indi 6ayi6amba iNana6uke 
ngo6a 6ethi inyengelezi yolwandle edavuza izizi6a 
zolwandle igu6uzelwe amago6olondi antant'emanzini 
(kushiwo imikhumbi eyayi6onwa intanta olwandle 
kungeyamaPu!u~ezi namaNgisi eya eNdiya). Eash~ 
nokusho 6athi 1yo lenyengelezi exephula imikhomo 
?g~kungena kuyo iphume igile imihlola ezweni ihambe 
1sluya u6uhlalu ndawozonke. 
. I6andla lahlangana lanquma uku6a iNana6uke 
mgavunyelwa idaz~ ezweni ngokuthanda kwayo. U6u
hlalu lo6u e6ukh1phayo a6antu 6a6ethi 6utholwa 
phansi ekujuleni kwezizi6a zolwandle. K wamenywa 
kwahlangana umphakathi, yithathwa inyengelezi ya-
6ekwa e6andla yah~olw~ yizingcwethi zezinyanga. 
Kwa?qunyw~ ~ku6a 1fe, 16ulawe yinyanga eyaziwayo, 
eyay1zogeza 1ziqhole wonke umzinba. Wonke umuzi 
wakwaQ.wa6e owa~u6uswa uKhondlo wamenywa uku-
6ukela myengelez1 i6ulawa esi6ayeni, noku6a onke 
ama6utho achelwe ngegazi lenyengelezi yolwandle. 
Kwawa izinka6i ku6ongwa amandla amathongo alethe 
lesi simangaliso seNanatuke sazofela kwaQwa6e. 

ISAHLUKO III 

EEHLUKANA-KE uGodongwane noNo6antwana, wema 
uNo6antwana e6uka uGodongwane emshiya engazi 
lapho eyakhona nalapho, eyolala khona ngaleyo mini 
yokuhlwa. Wema . wa6a6uka 6eshona 6ekhuphuka 
izigodi, 6evundla imifula 6eqonda emazi6ukweni lapho 
kuwelwa khona, 6a6uye 6anqume ezinkangala waze 
wakhathala amadolo akhe avevezela wahlala phansi 
esiqundwini wa6uka futhi e6uka uGodongwane emshiya 
emlahla phansi njengengcu6a. Imica6ango yakhe 
yazululeka ngo6a yena u6eshilo kuGodongwane ukuthi 
kuhle ayomncengela kuyise uku6a avume ama6utho 
akwaNdwandwe azomlwela athathe u6ukhosi 6akwa
Mthethwa. Wa6uye wa6uka futhi wa6ona manje 
se6enjengezintuqusi zothuli kude le; se6enjengezi
nhlansi ozi6ona phezulu ezulwini lapho kundiza izinko
njane ilanga li6alele. Wa6uka amehlo akhe aqundeka 
wafikelwa isiyezana so6uthongo, kwathi lapho sithi 
siyamthatha wezwa izandla zakhe zihhithika nento 
kuzo, wathi uyabeka wa6ona umutsha kaGodongwane 
usuwile phansi no6uhlalu se6ugingqizeka. Waqa6uka, 
wavuka, waqalaza amehlo akhe efuna uJevuza ka
Ntonteyana 6enoDingiwe; kodwa aka6a6onanga. 

Wacosha umutsha kaGodongwane wawusonga ngo-
6unono kwathi phakathi kwawo wafihla u6uhlalu 
6akhe wahlala futhi walalelisa, wezwa ehlathini 
elised~ze kuchwa6azela. Wase azi ukuthi kukhona 
umuntu othezayo, ephula izinkuni ezomileyo, waye
seqal'ukuhla6elela igama lentombazana okwathi 6eyo-

33 



34 UDINGISWAYO KAJOEE 

theza n~manye amantombazana akwa6o ayithatha 
yona ay1faka emtatsheni we6umba ngo6a iyinhle. 
Nayo ngokunjalo yezwa umuntu egawula ehlathini, 
a6e uyathe nqe uncelemba intombazane evalelwe 
emtatsheni iqale ukuhla6elela. Naye uNo6antwana 
washo ngezwi lamagekle walolonga emi ebeke ngakhona 
lapho kukhona umuntu othezayo wahla6elela wathi :-

" Wena ogawula leli hlashana, 
W ongitshelela u6a6a nomame, 
Ukuthi uEuhlaluza6enkosi 
W angigqili' emtatsheni weliumba." 

Wathi eqe?a kwezwakala izwi futhi ehlathini liphe
ndula nalo n1engamagekle ekhala lapho izulu lethwese, 
nalo .lakhala ngoEuhlaluza6enkosi a6amgqi6a emta
tshem we6umba. Wahleka Iona osehlathini uku6a 
aqede wathi : 

"Eya suka No6antwana usuca6anga ukuthi sesi-
kushiyile? " 

Waphendula uNo6antwana wathi 
"Usho kahle Dingiwe ngo6a ... 

1

." 

." Ngo6a yani, yona leyo lokhu phela wena ukhala 
es1kaNo?,ungeni, inhl~zi):'o yakho idungekile idungwa 
okwayo, kusho uDmgiwe ngezwi lokubinqa ingani 
futhi uyahleka. 

"Iya suka Dingiwe, uzenza iqidlana ngo6a sengathi 
kawuda6ukile ngokuhamba komfowenu." 

Waphendul'uDingiwe wathi, "kungangisizani uku
khala kwami, njengo6a izinto sezinje? Isiwuchithile 
umuthi inkonyane, masihambe siyotheza sigoduke nami 
se6eyangifuna komalume." 

"Hawu, okaNtonteyana useshonephi lokhu u6efike 
kanye nathi lapha? " Ku6uza uNo6antwana ngo
kumangala. 
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"U6engenakulinda wena ngo6a u6onile ukuthi wena 
usakhala isililo esingenakuphela. Ngakhoke usuke 
wathi nyelele wagoduka." .. 

Kanjalo amantombazana angena ehlath1m atheza, 
uNo6antwana ethezela ikwa6o ngo6a kwakungekude 
kakhulu noDingiwe ethezela kwamalume wakhe. 
Eatheza izinkuni 6azi6eka amaxha amancane zazeza6a 
ziningi zalingana izinyanda ezimbili zokuthwala izinto
mbi eziphilile nezinamandla. Eawaqoqela ndawony~ 
amaxha lawo 6awakhipha ehlathini, 6awethulela ose6em 
lwehlathi. Ease6ethi ukuphumela o6ala se6eyofuna 
isikhonko sokwaluka izi6opho; 6aftka 6asisiphula 
6a6uya naso 6aseluka 6asenza izi6opho emumye. eluk.a 
zi6e ntathu. Eaqeda lapho 6ayakofuna utsham. 6ezi
nkatha ezimbili zokuthwala ekhanda. Ngehkade, 
umuntu wa6ona izintombi ezimbili zisikazela zihamba 
ngendlela ziqonde ngakwaMbangambi, zithwele izinya
nda zezinkuni. 

Kwathi ekwahlukaneni nendlela lapho ilanga seliqala 
ukuphumuza umuntu emagejeni, nomfazi oqat~a. indi
ma eseqala ikukhumbula lapho e6eke khona 1s1gubu 
sakhe samanzi; kuthi lapho u6uka amahlungu uwa6one 
ethunqa umusi; uzwe amaqhwagi eqeqezela e~sh~ini, 
nazo lezizintombi ezimbili zaftka enhlukanwem yezmd
lela ngaphansi kweminga, zahlala phansi zethula, 
za6ukana, yathi enye, 

"Dingiwe, sesiyehlukana lapha nawe usuqonda 
kwamalume wakho, nami sengiqonde ekhayalika6a6a." 

"Ngiyezwa No6antwana." . 
" Inhliziyo yami i6uhlungu, funa mhlawumbe s160-

nane, mhlawumbe singa6onani ngo6a nakhu umfowenu 
usemukile akasekho umuntu ozongithwalela izinda6a 
zakho angikhonzele kuwena." 

"Nempela nami ukusa kuyokwaziwa yimi ngo6a 
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manje uJevuza usekude eqonde oYengweni. Ngifuna 
ukufika ngedwa mina nentombazana kamalume a6antu 
6angasoli ukuthi kukhona okukhona ekade sizoku
thukusa noJevuza." 

"Uyohamba kahle-ke ntomb'endala uwe ongikhu-
mbuza umfowenu manje." ' 

" Kodwa uthi siyo6uye sim6one ? " 
"Musa ukuyiphatha leyo." 
" Pho sizokwenzenjani? " 
"Nanti isu. Usukhohliwe yini ukuthi umnewethu 

uZ~de uyazigayela kuwe Dingiwe. Usu6ona ngo6a 
ng1thule sonke lesisikhathi ngi6ulawa ukuhamba 
komnewenu ? " 

" U yangicasula." 
" Qha6o kan~k~casuli. . Ngikhuluma inda6a nge

mpela ngo6a nak1mma may1khothe eyikhothavo. Uma 
ugan.ela kwethu uwena inkosikazi yomuzi, uwena 
oyos1zalela um6usi wesizwe sika6a6a lesi engisithanda 
kangaka. 

~genxa yokusithanda kwami ngizimisele uku6a 
ngimkhethele uZwide inkosikazi ezo6a ngeyakhe, i6e 
ngudadewethu ngothando nangokuzwana. Musa uku
zenzisa ingani uyazi uZwide uyakukhulumisa." 

"Pho, uma engikhulumisa sekufanele ngimvume 
ng~6a ~.ena usuvume um~ow~thu na ?_ Kunga njengo-
6ulima, kuphendula uDmgiwe ehlez1 phansi ephethe 
eyakhe ngesandla kodwa nNo6antwana ehlezi phezu 
kwenyanda yakhe. Bathula 6a6ukana engekho ophe
ndula omunye 6athi 6ethatha 6a6ehleka kakhulu 
kanye-kanye: 

" Ihhi, mame ! " 
Uma inda6a seyeqe emadolweni izintombi kwaZulu 

zaziyiJ?~etha k:=tn~e, anga6i 6ikho oqonda omunye 
ukuthi mda6a 1gcmephi, nakanjani. Basukuma njalo 
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6ema 6afukula izinyanda za6o zezinkuni nazo zema, 
6afaka izinkatha emakhanda 6alungisela uku6a 6aha
mbe. Ea6uye 6a6ukana 6ahleka, 6ahleka, 6ahleka 
futhi, 6athwala. Wathi uNo6antwana sekunguye 
manje oseqinile, 

"Wohamba kahle makoti wakwethu, ukhonzele 
umfowethu enhliziyweni yakho lapho, noma ugxuma
gxuma, sikhona si6eka kancane thina 6akwaNdwandwe, 
uyosizwa ntombazana siza sisho sithi : " Wakhulekela 
izinkomo zakithi zema u6udladlamu." Xhawula ka
ngiqonde kukucasula njengo6a ushilo." Washo uNo-
6antwana wa6amba ithambo likaDingiwe waxhawula, 
kwa6anguyena manje osethatha isikhundla somfowa6o 
uZwide, wazizwa kuvuka iqungo ekhanda ephehlwa 
ugqozi loku6a yena uyintombi kangaka, uzalwa 
umdlunkulu wakwaNdwandwe; njengo6a ekhuluma nje 
usekhulumela wonke uNdwanndwe namaN xumalo onke, 
asekhaya kuyise eMhlathuze nawasekhaya kwaNongo
ma. Lapho namuhla kusa6uswa kukhonjwa ngeminwe. 
Wezwa uNo6antwana igazi lakhe lishiywa u6unethe 
nokuthamba kwesifazane, nemithambo yegazi lakhe 
wayizwa igcwala igazi likaZwide, kwa6a sengathi 
kuyena nga6e usengumfowa6o useya6uza ezi6uzela ye
na luqo6o ukuthi, " ntombi-ndini uthini ngami, kanti 
amazwi ami uwagwinya nezinko6e zakwenu-yek'uku
hamba okuzal'induna." 

Waxhawula wahamba waqons'inta6a noDingiwe 
wehla inta6a wehlela kwamalume wakhe ngo6a kwase
kuseduze. Wahamba uNo6antwana waqinisa, wase
wayi6ona imizi yaku6o emathafeni ise6uqamamana, 
wahamba waqinisa enzela uku6a afike esejulukile 
khona eyo6a namandla oku6a afikele ngakumfowa6o 
6athi lapho a6anye 6em6uza ukuthi uze wathi evuka 
ekuseni ehamba nje eya kotheza kude kangaka izinkuni 
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ezishiya khona eduze lapha, kwakusuke ngaphi : 
aphendulelwe ngumfowa6o athi, " Ninenda6ani? " 

Nempela wafika ekhaya uNo6antwana esethi phici 
wonke umzimba umjuluko, wafika wayithi khahla 
laphaya inyanda yezinkuni, wazesula ngebayi lakhe 
wangena endlini kanina wathi "mame sengilambe 
sekuthi mangife." 

" Uze ulambe nje lapho u6'uthunywe ngu6ani 
ukuyotheza ekuseni kangaka ungaze ngaya-nje kothe
za ?" Kusho unina ehlezi phansi eshisa inhla6a yoku
gay'ugwayi. Wayesethi kuNo6antwana, 

"Thatha nantiya itshe lami likagwayi ulilethe lapha, 
kanye nembokodwe yalo nansiya emsamo." Washo 
maqede wathi locu uNo6antwana wakulanda, wathi 
efulathela wayemu6uka unina ngo6a wayemthanda 
umntanakhe wa6uye washo wathi : 

" Lapho u6uthunywe ngu6ani uzu6uye usujulukile 
nje wa6amnyama? Ingani lapha ekhaya kukhona 
izigqili zokutheza izinkuni. Izinkuni zihlale ziyizindo
ndela namafulaha. Wena uphuma ngokulanda izinkuni 
u6ase, nokudla kakufanele uziphekele kukhona izigqili 
lapha kwenu. Usukhohliwe yini ukuthi wena uzalwa 
e6ukhosini nokuthi unezigqili ngisho nezokukugeza 
izinyawo ?" Washo unina kaNo6antwana walemukela 
itshe lokugaya nembokodwe yalo, wathi uyahlala 
phansi uNo6antwana unina wamkhombisa futhi enhla 
nendlu emsamo imbenge imboziwe wathi makayithathe 
kukhona kuyo imbumba. Wa6uye waphindela uNo-
6antwana njengengane encane wa6uya nembenge 
yembumba wadla waneliswa. Wathi uku6a aqede 
lapho wayesephendula unina ethi: 

"Mhla sengiyoshada, kanti nasemgcagcweni ngiyo
hamba nezigqili zika6a6a yinina? Uma kanti ngi
gcagcela ku6antu a6aphansi ngenzenjani mame na? 
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Elokufa kalitsheni, ngo6a funa ngigane nakuyo inkosi 
leyo kuthi mhlawumbe uma ink_osi le~o .. 1hlaselw~ 
yehlulwa i6a ngumuntukazana mma ng1z1s1ze ngam 
uma ngingakwazi nokuzenwala na? " ~asho. wahleka 
uNo6antwana ngo6a waye6ona ukuth1. ~m~a. l.ona 
wayenga6oni ukuthi yena usekhulile, zmmg1 1zmto 
ezazimkhombisa ukuthi usekhulile ngo6a wayesengene 
e6untombini na6o 6onke owa6o azalwe kanye na6o 
wakhula kan~e na6o 6ase6enzelwe amadili a6o 6a6ele
thiswa amathunga. Uku6elethiswa ithunga kwento
mbazana kwakusho izinto ezimbili ezinkulu, noNo6a
ntwana wayekwazi lokhu. Okokuqala kwakusho uku
thi intombazama yakhe iweqile umgomo ~o?untwa
na, manje isingumuntu, isi6alwa emsh~n?~1m wama
ntombazaoa athiwa yizintombi. Okwes1foh kwakush~ 
ukuthi uyise wentombi use6ikela izwe lonke ukuth1 
umntanakhe noma eseqoma usese6angeni lokuqoma 
nokulotsholwa, naye aphekezele ezinye izintombi uma 
ziyo6onda noma sezi6uthwa zijuts~wa naye wayengase 
enze njenga6anye. Lezizinto zisho mto en~ulu emanto
mbazaneni kwaZulu kusuka emandulwem kuze ku6e 
namuhlanje. . . . . 

Unina kaNo6antwana wala uma mkos1 1th1 make
nzelwe ithunga Iakhe wathi yena funa umntwana a6ese
shesha ukuq oma, aqale nga6an tukazana ngo 6a kaku.kho
nsizwa eyayiqavile ngisho nomnumzane owayenes1t~u
nzi soku6a engase aganele kuye uNo6ant~ana. _Unma 
wayemca6angela njalo umntanakhe eth1 useymgane 
akakafaneli ukwazi izinto zemigcagco. Lapho a6anye 
6e6elethiswa ithunga naye wayeya; 6onk.e owa6~ 
e6a6ona inhliziyo yakhe ayizwe ishona phans1 sengath~ 
naye nga6e use6elethisiwe ithunga wadedelwa phans1 
kwesandla sikanina. 

Wahlala phansi uNo6antwana wathula eca6anga 
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ngonina emangala uma unina engase ezwe uku thi 
namhla uvuke ekuseni-nje u6evukela ukuyovalelisa 
esokeni lakhe. Wathula washaywa uvalo, kwathi 
?genxa yesazelo wad.la ngokushesha wathuntutha 
1mb~nge waq?qa izinkamba ekade zidla a6anewa6o 
waz1geza waz1qoqa, waphumula. Kwathi ntam6ama 
wa6?naa~a!ana 6e6uyisaizinkomose6ezosenga wangena 
futh1 e?dlin1 wakhipha amathunga okusenga wawathela 
~1?anz!, ~awa6eka phandle. Kwathi kunjalo zasho 
1z1maz1 z1q~a!11uka zigudla uthango, zasho zabonsa 
~waphum~ 1zmsizwa zagiya, zagiya, zigiyela ukukha
lima kwez1mazi ngo6a zazi6akumbuza izinda6a zoku
lwa . n~m~nxe6a okuhla6ana kwa6o mhlazane Iezozi
m~z1 z1dliwayo ezizweni ngezizwe. Kwaphuma imbo
ngi yakwa6o yayayatheka emagcekeni iphethe isinqindi 
senhlekwane yamemeza yathi.-

" Y 0-0--0 o I 
Uyezwa nje muntukazana na ? " 

: ash? insizwa, yema, izwi laphela, yalalela. Yathi 
~khahm~ futhi imazi yakwa6oNo6antwana ya6uye 
1mbong1 yathathela, yathi thathatha, igijima nomuzi 
wonke yaphinda yathi :-

"Yo-o-o I 
N gakhala ngedwa 
N gingeziwa muntu ? " 

Ya6uye yema yathula ilinde inkomazi iza ekhaya 
nayo k~a6a s~ngathi i6angiwe, yavuma, yakhalim~ 
yase yalidonsa izwi, nembongi yesukwa ugqozi ekhanda 
yaluleka yena6a nazo izi6ongo zemazi leyo, na6o 6onke 
6aphuma 6alalela phandle. Yasho yathi, 

UDINGISW A YO KAJOEE 

"Yo-o-o I 
Ngakhala ngezwa ngifa, 
Zonk'izizwe ziyongizwa ukulila, 
N gililela amakhanda 
Angilanda ngengxenye, 
N gakhula nga6a umthantashiya. 
Zwanini zizwe zomhla6a 
Thulani nilalele nans' inkondlo6a I " 

Yathi ifika lapha imbongi yagiya, yagiya, yagiya 
kwaphuma unina kaNo6antwana washanela igc~ke 
phansi ngesiphuku sakhe, wa6uye wangen'endlini. 
Yagiya imbongi ithi, iphinda, 

" N ans' inkondlo6a 
N ans' inkondlo6a I 
Ye6uya N xumalo, 
Y eouya maN dwandwe I " 

Wath'eqeda lapho zazingena esi6ayeni a6afana 
6egijima 6elanda amathunga ngezindlu, ngezindlu, 
kwa6uye kwathi cwaka umsindo enxulumeni lonke, 
kwathula kwaduma amathunga izinkomazi ziwakhuza 
phezulu. 

Wehla uNo6antwana wayokukha amanzi emmfuleni 
wathi e6uya wafumanisa unfowa6o uZwide endlini 
eseqedile uku6ukela ukusenga nokusina kwezinsizwa. 
Waye6uza ukuthi uNo6antwana: 

"Uyoyaphi kusasa ekuseni? " 
Waphendula uZwide wathi, " u6uzelani? " 
" Qha ngiya6uza nje, ikhona into engi6uzela yona." 
"Ko6e ngingenzi lutho," kusho uZw_ide ku?ade~a6o. 
"Kuthe ehlathini ngitheza ekusem kanh ngitheza 

lapho kukhona khona amajeke akwaMbangambi," 
"NakwaMbangambi, akhona amajeke okungaxoxwa 
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ngawo ? Authule, 6engithi uza nenda6a," kusho 
uZwide, ephulula ibeshu lakhe esefuna ukusukuma 
ahambe. 

Wathi uNo6antwana, " ushaye phansi, mfowethu, 
ukuze ubimbe namhla." 

" Qha angifuni ukuxoxa imibedo namantombazana 
ngo6a ayaphuphisa. Nawe usuqala khona ukungi
phuphisa wakhe isidleke semibedo phezu kwekhanda 
lami." 

Wahleka uNo6antwana wayesethi, " ehlathini lapho, 
6ekukhona noDingiwe." Wanela washo lelozwi nje 
uZwide waqinisa amehlo wathi, " suka, uyahlanya, 
uqinisile usho uDingiwe lo engimaziyo na? " 

Wath'uNo6antwana, "yen'omaziyo, ngisho yen'o
kuhlanyisayo nohlanyisa mina." 

"Woza nazo." 
"Ngiza nazo," kusho uNo6antwana. "Ekuseni 

kusasa uyahamba uyagoduka, uyo6'ehamba nento
mbazana yakwamalume wakhe uMbangambi. Kodwa 
kuthe lapho sesehlukana naye ngaphonsa amazwana 
kuye ngikuphonsela ngaze ngathi, 'Sikhona si6eka 
kancane thina 6akwaNdwandwe, uyosizwa ntomba
zana siza sisho sithi : Wakhulekela izinkomo zakithi 
zema ufiudladlamu.'' 

"Suka lapha, wena Bani ongakhuluma kanjalo 
No6antwana, u6uthathaphi u6uciko o6uphethwe yi
lawa-mazwi? " Washo wahleka uZwide walalela ama
zwi kadadewa6o uNo6antwana emqunga isi6indi 
kwa6a sengathi sekungowakhe usemahlule, seku
yintombi yakhe, eyakhe yedwa 6enodadewa6o uNo6a
ntwana. 

Waphendula uNo6antwana ephethe esandleni sakhe 
utshani 6omtshiki e6aluka e6enza u6usenga, wathi, 
"konje wena u6a6a wamfuza ngakho konke. Ungi-
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6uka ungi6uke u6usuca6anga ukuthi ngisengumntwana 
okhasayo. Konke engikwenzayo nilokhu nithi ku
ngenxa yo6untwana o6ukimina. Niyangahlula mfo
wethu. Ukhulile umuntu lo ! " Washo lawa mazwi 
okugcina wahleka. 

Wa6uye waphinda uZwide wathi, 
"Woza nazo, ntombazana." 
" Ngiza nazo, mnewethu. Uya6onake, mina lo 

osangica6anga uthi ngiyingane, ngikuyalela lokhu. 
Ekuseni uDingiwe uyachitheka uyagoduka. Liyothi 
liphuma ilanga lithi phasha, a6e ekhwela kuleziya
nta6a ngo6a uzohamba ngaleyaya-ndlela engenawo 
amazolo njenga lena engenzansi." 

" Pho mina ngingenze njani lokhu uDingiwe uthi ma 
engi6ona athi makangidle mgamazinyo? " Ku6uza 
uZwide. 

Athi uNo6antwana kumfowa6o, 
"Wena ungamvukela ekuseni kakhulu; akothi 

lapho liphumayo wena uthathe izinyawo umlandele 
ngo6a funa ku6e sengathi utshelwe yimina. 

"Uyo6ona noma kanjani uku6a ungitshelile uma 
ngingaqhamuka ngimlandela ngo6a uyoca6anga no
kuthi mina ngizunywe u6uthongo ngephuza ukuvuka 
waze wangishiya," kusho uZwide ephikisa udadewa6o. 

"Pho uzokwenze njani? Usuyesa6a ngo6a uDingiwe 
uyakudle ngamazinyo uma eku6ona? Uyigwala 
mnewethu." 

" Uyashesha ukunquma ngiseza nenda6a. Mina 
ngiqonde uku6a ngimvukele ekuseni kakhulu khona 
kuyothi lapho ilanga liqala ukufudumala mina 6esengi
luphinda emuve ngi6uya. Yena uDingiwe uyathi 
ethuka esehlangana nami, mina ngi6e ngumuntu ovela 
ezindaweni zakhe, ose6uyela ekhaya." 

"Nalo lelo isu elihle, yenza si6one ngo6a kayihla
D 
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tshwa ngamkhonto munye," kusho intombazana, 
uNo6antwana. 

"Lungisake dadewethu, ulungise umphakwana nje 
woku6amba amathe funa ngithi ngiyakhuluma kome 
umphimbo." 

Eathe Bengakaqedi konke kwangena unina, engena 
nezinkuni ngo6a kwasekuhwelele. Eehlukana njalo, 
wathi uZwide kuNo6antwana, "uyokwenza njalo 
phela." 

Wathi uNo6antwana, " kulungile." 
Ekusukeni kwakhe uZwide waya elawini lakhe wa

tshela a6afana 6akhe Bocansi ukuthi Balalele phezulu 
ngalo6o-6usuku ngoba Bayovuka kusemnyamana 6a
hambe. Nempela 6alala kwathi lapho kuphuma ikhwezi 
enzansi wa6avusa uZwide 6ahamba. 

Aka6atshelanga a6afana lapho kuyiwa khona, ko
dwa 6ahamba-nje 6abeka phambili 6anga6uza ku
mntwana ukuthi ku6angwepbi. Seliphumile ilanga 
6ase6esondele esifundeni saso Y engweni kodwa umuzi 
wona ungaka6onakali. Eahamba 6aqonda egqumeni 
elibekene naso Y engweni okwakuyilona m6oniso lapho 
umuntu enga6ona umuntu noma eqhamuka kude. 
Eahlala phansi uZwide wa6atshela a6afana uku6a 
6aphehle uzwathi 6a6ase umlilo. Eakwenza lokho 
a6afana. Sewukhihlikile 6aqala ukosa ummbila 6osela 
umntwana, kuthi lapho usuvuthiwe 6awusonge ngama
khasi 6awulethe kuye uZwide, kuthi lomfana owosile 
ummbila uZwide athi kuye : 

"Qala indlela mfana eya ekhaya konyoko." Ne
mpela umfana ayiqale ayixhoze aye ayiphume phezulu 
nehleza a6esethi kumntwana, 

" Sengiyiqedile." 
Awuthathe uZwide ummbila awudle angawuxhozi 

izinhla zonke aziqede, kodwa ashiyele njalo lomfana 
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okade ewosa, khona eyowosa kahle nolandelayo. 
Emva koku6a adle zi6entathu izingqatho zommbila 
uZwide wacela ilahle loku6a aco6elele igudu lakhe 
abeme. Kwa6e akalibemanga wezwa amazwana ekhu
luma ethi :-

" Uya6ona Ntombazi nakhuya ekhaya sesifikile." 
Elinye izwi lathi: "Kuphi ekhaya kuyoyonke leya 

mizi engiyi6onayo na? " 
" Yonke leyamizi kusekhaya emzini wakithi o Ye

ngweni. Ingani phela nga6emkhulu umuzi kuna
lokhuya, mzala, uku6a kawu6ulawanga u6a6a mhla 
e6ulala a6afowethu." 

"Washo ke, mzala, kanti yikhona laphaya lapho 
umalume, inkosi, wa6ulalela khona zonke izinsizwa? 
Sengiqala ukufikelwa ukwesa6a manje." 

Wanela ukuwezwa maqede amazwi a6antu 6esi
fazane uZwide wabeka ku6afana la6a a6a6ehleli emli
lweni 6ezosela ummbila, wa6eka umunwe wakhe 
emlonyeni, ngalokho eqondisa ukuthi ma6athule 6athi 
cwaka. Pho, lokhu a6afana 6ayazazi izindlela zezinsi
zwa, na6o 6athula 6athi du 6alalelisa, nempela 6awe
zwa amazwi am·antombazana ama6ili ekhuluma eza 
ngendlela ezodlula ngaku6o. Kwakusekuseni kwase
mini lapho ilanga selifudumele lixosha a6antu a6ahla
kulayo. Lapha ngenzansi kwakukhona isiwa esi6i, 
esenile ngenxa yamahlatbi nesikhotha. Izinyoni zazi
chwakazela zikhala, zikhuza izinyoka ezidlekeni zazo, 
nezinye zazihla6elela ngamaphimbo emizwilili, izingila 
zazo zibeke phezulu. A6afana ngalesi-sikhatbi 6ala
lela emahlathini, 6akuzwa lokhu-kukhala nokuhla6e
lela, izinhliziyo za6o zagcwala umoya wokucupha 
izife, nemigi6e. 

UZwide yedwa ongezwanga lokhu. Y ena wa6eka 
igudu phansi wasula umlomo wathula; wasukuma 
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kancane wathuntutha ibeshu lakhe uthuli, walunguza, 
kodwa akaBonanga lutho nempela. Wayesithwe izi
hlahlana ezaziphambi kwakhe, kodwa ezwa konke 
okukhulunywa aBantu, laBa Besifazane, ngoBa umoya 
wawuqonde kuye. Wezwa omunye ethi: 

"Uyezwa nje mzala, sengathi Bakhona aBantu 
aBalapha." 

" Uzwa ngani? " 
"Ngizwa kusephuzela izinwele zami ekhanda, no

mzimba wami uyangisinda." 
" Akukhulunywa kanjalo uma kuhamjwa endaweni 

enengozi. Kuyathulwanje kuthi lapho sekudlulwe 
lapho kuBe yikhani umuntu ethi, uBonile-nje laphaya 
sengathi ikhona into ekhona." 

EaBuye Bathula Bahamba, intombazana le isiqala 
ukuqalaza ngemuva, manje uZwide eseBaBona kahle 
Beza Bewuka seBezojika ngalapho ehlezi khona. Wasu
kuma umntwana wensizwa waphulula izintshodo zakhe, 
wathatha iha\1\111 nezinduku wema, wehla wangena 
endleleni ezodlula amantombazana; wema wawafu
lathela wawanika umhlane wakhe. Yasho enye into
mbazana yathi: 

"UyamBona mzala, nangu umuntu phambi kwethu 
umi, usilindile." , 

" YeBo ngiyamBona, kodwa umuntu wasekhaya, 
lowaya. AwuBoni ukuma kwakhe, umi uqholoshile, 
~condile ngoBa eseBone izintombi. Kawuzwa negudu 
~nuka kade ebema mhlawumbe naBanye. Kakusiyo 
mswelaBoya nesigcwelegcwele lesi." Ngenkathi Bekhu
luma BaBehleBa amazwi aBo ekhulumela phansi. 
Easondela Baze Bafika eduze, kwathi lapho seBefuna 
ukuqheluka endleleni Bagwegwese, wasuka uZwide 
wema ecaleni wathi: 

"SaniBonani Bantanethu." 
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Eathi Bona, "yeBo, siBona wena." 
" Hawu, niqhamuka-phi ekuseni-nje kanti seniya

thakatha yini ? " 
Ahleka amantombazana, waphendula uDingiwe wa

thi, "sizothakatha kanti thina, sizalwa emaNdwa
ndweni yini lokhu sizalwa koMthethwa nje?" 

" Kanti kuyathakathwa yini kwelakithi, lokhu phela 
mina ngiyiBuka nje leya mizi yakini elaphaya phesheya, 
ngiyiBuke ngiBone imhlophe amagceke sengathi kwa
dlula aBathakathi 6ashanela." 

Eayakhuluma njalo kaBemile amantombazana aya
hamba abeke phambili uZwide lo u6eke kancane ecaleni 
nawo. UseBuye ekhuluma uZwide ethi, 

"Mina mtakaMthethwa usuyoze ungiBekephi kade 
ngangikulandela ? " 

UDingiwe athule angamphenduli. 
ABuye akhulume uZwide athi, 
"Sengizinyawo zenja, uyaBona nawe lapho nginjalo, 

sengifana nomfokazana ngihamba nginethwa amazolo 
ngiyofunana nawe." 

" Uzungifune-nje Bekuthiwa ngilahlekile yini, lokhu 
kade ngivakashile? " Ku Buza uDingiwe. 

"Kodwa namhla uthini ngami? Awukadeli uku
ngihlola, ungiphendula lokhu mina sengazinquma 
ngawe, ngazishadisa ngodwendwe lolimi namathe," 
kusho uZwide, lapho wagxuma wema ngaphambili 
kukaDingiwe, wavimba indlela, wathi umBamba ehlo
mbe njengokwenza kwezinsizwa ezinye ezintombini, 
wamthatha uDingiwe wamchiliza isandla waqonda 
kuye, wamshaya ngehlombe, kodwa kwa6onakala 
ukuthi ushaye insizwa, kwezwela kuyena, wayesethi, 

" Uya6ona ungilimaza? " 
Waphendula uZwide wathi, " lapho wena u6uwe

nzani? " Wayesezenza umuntu osethukuthele uDi-
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ngiwe, washikisha amahlombe wamthatha wamphonsa 
laphaya uZwide waqonda phambili. 

"Kahle ukulwa mtanethu, kangilwi mina nawe, Iona 
izwe liyothini uma ngilwa nawe, umuhle unje, umhlophe 
njengezihla6athi zolwandle. Ngikubeka ngikhophoze 
ngizwe inhliziyo yami icima, ishaya esifu6eni sami, ithi 
ngephe, ngephe." 

Wa6uya wahamba, wathula, wa6uya uZwide wayi
thinta intokazi ngesandla, yadlukumeza ihlombe futhi, 
yathatha isiphuku sayo yasiphonsa emagxala6eni, saye
sashaya ngemuva yathula intokazi. 

Wa6uye waphinda uZwide wathi, 
"Umuhle Dingiwe, hawu umuhle." 
" Pho, mangimuhle, uthi mangenzeni? " 
"Sengizwile." Waphendula uZwide ngomoya wo-

kuncenga wathi, 
" Nginike 6ona 1060 6uhle, 6u6e ngo6ami, ngiya6u

funa, ngifuna Bona 6odwa. Angifuni wena, ngifuna 
u6uhle 6akho kanye nenhliziyo yakho, lokhu koku6ili 
ngiphe khona, ko6e nganelile." 

Wathula uDingiwe inhliziyo yakhe yahla6eka ezwa 
uZwide, indodana yenkosi ikhuluma ngomoya ophansi, 
e6onga u6uhle 6o6uso 6akhe, e6ufisa uku6a ku6e 
ngo6akhe. 

Wam6uka wamuthi jeqe ngamehlo ngenkathi uZwide 
esabeke ecaleni, wam6uka wamfanisa noNo6antwana 
wezwa inhliziyo yakhe imzwela, ngo6a uNo6antwan~ 
wayemkhumbuza uGodongwane isithandwa sakhe. 
Waca6anga wa6ona ukuthi ngelinye ilanga uyo6a 
inkosikazi kaZwide a6izwe ngokuthi owakwaNxumalo 
esizweni esikhulu kangaka, inhliziyo yakhe yathi, 
cosololo. Wa6uye wa6uya wa6ona uyise uJo6e oyi
nkosi e6ulala a6afowa6o ngolunya nangamandla o6u
kosi owayenawo. Wamthatha uyise wamfanisa no-
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Zwide uma eseyinkosi; lapho uZwide eyo6a namandla 
a6use njengoyise e6usa izizwe eziningi. Mhlawumbe 
ngelinye ilanga amzalele a6antwana a6ahle uZwide, 
kuthi mhla ediniwe ngo6a eyinkosi-nje kuphela a6a
thathe a6antwana 6e6ele lakhe a6achome emikho
ntweni a6a6ulale. 

Wezwa ewazonda onke amakhosi omhla6a ngo6a 
yena ngamhla lokho wayengafani nomntwana ozalwa 
yinkosi; umuzi wakwa6o wawusunjengamanxiwa nge
nxa yenkosi; wayekhathele evela kude ukunyenyisa 
umfowa6o ngo6a e6alekela inkosi; nakhu eceleni 
kwakhe kuhamba inkosi, nayo iyofana namanye uma 
isikhathi sayo sesifikile. Wafika lapha nemica6ango 
yakhe uDingiwe wa6uye wam6uka phezulu uZwide, 
amehlo a6o ahlangana, wethuka uDingiwe, wathi 
uZwide, 

" Ngisakulindile, ngitshele, uyongiqoma nini? Se
ngiya6uya lapha kulelizi6uko, kufanele ngiphindele 
emuva." 

"Kangazi kuyozehlakalela. Uthando kalu6izwa lu
sa6ele. Uma ngihlola kuleyo nhliziyo othi uyayifuna 
ngi6ona kungekho lutho, kucwe6ile." 

" Uyangethembisa uthi mangilinde isikhashana na? " 
ku6uza uZwide. 

" Qha, angikwenzi lokho insizwa kangizange ngiyi
thembise; uma selungafiki ? " 

"Kawuthandwa yimina ngedwa mntanethu, ngila
pha-nje ngimele isizwe sika6a6a. Sona uma sizwa 
ukuthi ngiyakweshela siyokuthanda ngaphezu kwami, 
sikukhothamele, ntokazi kaMthethwa, wena engi6e 
ngisalale ngiphuphe wena, ngizwe ungidlukumeza; 
kodwa ku6e wena ungazi." 

Wathi esho lawamazwi, 6a6efika emmfuleni, wafika 
uDingiwe wachopha izinyawo zakhe, wema laphaya 
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uZwide. Ea6uye 6a6ukarie, ahleke uDingiwe nje
ngazo zonke izintombi zakwaZulu ezithi mazeshelwa 
zihleke njalo. Wathi eqeda wathi uDingiwe kuZwide 
e6usweni. 

" Ngiyezwa Ndwandwe, kodwa kangizwa ndawo. 
Mina ngizalwa isizwe samaqhawe aphuma kusuke 
usinga ekhanda. Ngafunga kowethu ngathi mina 
ngeke ngiyithande insizwa engelona iqhawe, engazange 
ihla6ane ndawo empini, okuyothi lapho ikhuluma 
nami ingikhombise inxe6a ithi lapha ngahla6ana eku
thini, koso6ani6ani, esizweni samathinithini. Wenake 
njengo6a umi lapha nje sewahla6ana-phi? " 

Washo ekhothama eqhu6ekela phambili nokuchopha 
izinyawo zakhe, uZwide washwaqeka wazihlola, waku
zwela ukuthi intombazana iyamhla6a ngamazwi, ikhu
luma iqiniso. Waphendula wathi, 

" Angikahla6ani ndawo. Kodwa impi ngiyayiphu
ma nezinsizwa, ngayiphuma ngimncane ngithwele 
ucansi." 

"Ehhe uqinisile ngo6a wawu6aleka kuqala 6angaku
tholi owenu uma 6efuna ukukushaya nawe. Iphi 
ingozi? " Ku6uza intombazana isi6uye yaphakamisa 
ikhanda futhi. Wayikhomba uZwide wathi, 

"Nansi eqakaleni," washo eluphakamisa unyawo. 
Wahleka uDingiwe, ehleka uhleko lwakhe wathi, 

"ngivele ngasho ngathi wawu6aleka. Ngifuna ingozi 
engake ngayi6ona ku6afowethu : omunye isekhanda 
lapho wagwazwa khona umkhonto 6emci6a. Komu
nye yayisehlombe naye futhi 6emci6ile. Kuhlala 
kuhlale, izingozi zi6agulise. Uyakwazi ukuguliswa 
ingozi? " 

" Uyangehlula lapho. Beka, ngisuka lapha kuwe 
manje ngiyoqala phansi futhi o6ami u6uqhawe, ngilwe 
ngokunye, ngi6e iqhawe eliyodla amanye. Esami 
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isiphapha siyogingqa ezinye ngokugwaza ngo6a siyo-
6enyeza igazi ezinye zi6enyeza imise6e yelanga. Ngi
yo6uya ngize kuwe." 

" Nalapho mhlawumbe ngiyo6e ngingakadeli uma 
omunye wa6afowethu esahla6ene kunawe. Ngiyogana 
ohla6ana njenga6afowethu, noma odlula 6ona ngoku
hla6ana-nanko amazw'ami." Washo ephakamisa 
ikhanda, ephuma emanzini esehamba ekhuphukela 
ekhaya. 

Wema uZwide wayi6uka lentokazi efuna uku6a 
ahla6ane kuqala phambi koku6a imqome; wayi6uka 
kwathi makayeyise kodwa inhliziyo yakhe yamtshela 
ukuthi intombi enje, esukile phansi, engagcwele ngo
kulingeneyo, kayinakweyiseka nasemzini kayise noma 
efika nayo eyilo6olile. 

Wema wayi6uka, itsho6ela, isithwa yizihlahla inga
zange im-beke, wa6ona ukuthi iqinisile naye wafula
thela, wahamba. Wathi ukuhambahamba ihawu nezi
nduku ekuyekethisile, wa6uye waphenduka wema 
wayi6uka intombazana, wayi6ona iqonsa inta6a nge
ndlela ya6antu ekhanya isihla6ashana esimhlophe, 
icwila, ivela, ngenxa yotshani ; isonga iso6ela nga
laphaya kweziduli ezigcwele nakalokhu kwaZulu; wa
yesefisa uZwide sengathi nga6e leyondlela inguyena 
izinyawo zikaDingiwe zinyathela phezu kwakhe. 

Wathi ephenduka wa6ona unogwaja endleleni, wawu
sukela ngenduku ewujikijela kodwa induku yaphasa
laza yawela kude, wagijima wayoyicosha, wathi 
engena futhi endleleni wayesekhohliwe ngoDingiwe, 
wathi ukuthi yathayatha, esuluza esikaza ngezinduku, 
ebula ihawu lakhe njengo6a izinsizwa zenza uma ziyo
kweshela, wazewafika lapho eshiye khona a6afana 
6akhe wa6amemeza wathi, 

" Masigoduke, selihambile ilanga." 
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Eaqoqa izimpahlana a6a6efike nazo a6afana 6azi
songa 6alandela. 

Wathi ku6o uZwide, 
" Qondani ekhaya nina ningangilindi ngo6a kukhona 

lapho ngisayakhona.'' 
Eaphendula a6afana 6athi, 
"Sizwile," 6ahamba 6egijima 6elandelana 6o6a6ili, 

6emshiya emuva uZwide. 
Ngenxa yokudumala yinkulumo kaDingiwe uZwide 

wayeqonde uku6a ake adlule emzini yakoMdlalose 
lapho kwakukhona izintombi ezazizinhle, ake a6eke 
amazwi kuzona, a6uyeke aye ekhaya. 

UZwide wayeca6anga ukuthi ukuzalwa e6ukhosini 
kuqeda yonke into, kakudingeki umuntu a6eliqhawe 
ngokuhla6ana, kuphela kuhle ahla6anelwe yizinsizwa 
zakhe. Wayesezwile ngenkosi yesizwe sakwaZulu eya
yidume ngo6uqhawe 6aze6ayitha izi6ongo 6athi : 

"Inyath'ehamb'isengam'amazi.iuko 
Umzingeli, owadl'uSukuzwayo nendodana 
A madod' aphenduk' um-bejezana 
06eye .iamsole, 
Uyabuya 6amzek'izi6ongo." 

Wayesezwile nokuthi lesisizwe sinolaka, siyalwa si
yayivika induku, nomkhonto siyawuhla6a uhambe. 
Wayazi ukuthi lesisizwe sakwaZulu noma sisincane-nje 
kunesakwaNxumalo kodwa siyalwa, futhi sisondelene 
nesakwaMthethwa okwakuyisona esesa6ekayo okwa
leyo-nkathi, nokuthi lesisizwe siyaganiselana na6akwa
Mthethwa. Ngamanye amazwi, uZwide wayazi ukuthi 
uma leziziwe, esakwaZulu nesakwaMthethwa ziganise
lana, kukhona ukuzwana kwemimoya. Naye-ke wazi
misela ukungena emsbungwini wezinsizwa zikayise, alwe 
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kanye nazo, zimazi ukuphonsa kwakhe ngenduku 
khona isizwe sizomutha izi6ongo ahla6ana ngazo. 

Wahamba wazewafika eduze nomuzi waseMdlaloseni, 
wa6ona umfana wakhona wamqhwe6a wathi kuye, 

" Ikhona intombi yalaphaya mfana? " 
Watbi umfana" Yakumuphi umuzi?" 
"Ngisho uNtandose." . . 
"Ehhe ukhona kade ngim6ona khona man1e echitha 

umlotha," kuphendula umfana. 
Wathi uZwide, "Hamba uyongi6izela yena." 
"Ngiyothi u6izwa ngu6ani? " 
" Hamba wena uyothi ukhona umuntu ofuna uku

khuluma naye." 
Wenqa6a umfana wathi, " ngeke aphume uNtandose 

ngiyamazi owakwethu. Kuhle ungitshele ukuthi ungu-
6ani wena khona ngizoku6ika kahle." 

"Uyothi kuyena uZwide kaNdwandwe." 
Wamangala umfana wathi, "Hhayi, lesosi6ongo 

k h. ;>" kangisazi mina kulomhla6a, uqhamu ap 1 wena. 
Umfana wahlehla wathatha isandla sakhe wasula 
amehlo wa6uya wasula amakhala, wasihlikihla isandla 
sakhe wam6uka uZwide, wathi futhi umfana, " Hhayi 
kangikwazi," washo umfana wakhona wahlala ph~si. 

Wam6uka lomfana uZwide; lomfana owey1sayo 
othi lapho emthuma yena ali6ale ukuthinzisana naye. 
K wathi enhliziyweni yakhe makamthathe n?en~~ku 
am6eke phansi, kodwa wa6uye wam6uka, mhllZlyo 
yakhe yathi, . . . ,, 

" Yini-ke yona lena ekhuluma kanJe k1mma? 
Wancenga futhi uZwide wathi, . 
"Hamba mfana wami, yena uNtandose uyangaz1, 

sa6onana komunye umgcagco ngalaphaya kwaleziya 
zinta6a. Hamba usho njalo kuyena kuphela. Yena 
uyokwazi ukuthi uZwide kaNdwandwe ngu6ani lowo." 



54 UDINGISWAYO KAJOBE 

Wasuk.uma umfana, wacifa amehlo, nebeshwana 
lakhe les1khumba sembuzi selaqothuka umlil · · I · · 6 h1 o, 1smene 
es1 s~nz1we ngo u alu o6ulukwe kahle ku6onakala 

ukuth1 umfana wa6unikwa yizintom6i ezithanda kb 
la pha eMdlaloseni. ona 

. Wasukuma ~mfana wahamba etwanguzela nomzi
nJana osenga~h1 uhuqwe ngomlotha, izinwele ekhanda 
z~~amagqaymgana okommbila kaHlezana unga
m1hle kahle. Wahamba waye wangena kwa6o endlini. 
Wah~alahlala kuthe nya kucwe6e yonke into wa6u a 
wath1 th~s.hu urnfanyana lowo wathi uyahamba waia
ndelwa mJ.a empofu, wayixosha. Wahamba wafike 
wema nges16aya, wathula. 

Wayesethi ukucasha ngesihlahla uZwide khona enge
zo6?nwa m.untu ophumayo. Umfana wema njalo 
enc1ke nges16aya, waze uZwide wafikelwa ukukha
~~ala ernadolweni wayesethi ukuhlala phansi wa6eka 
1s1h1angu sakhe ezinyaweni ngo6a nelanga laselisemini 
yant~mbama selishisa. Wahlala elindile isikh th' 
wath1 eguquka washaywa yisithunzi somuntu erni ~g:~ 
muv~ kwakhe, wethuka maqede wakhuphula am h1 
~anti sekuyintombi yakhe iphethe igo6ongo larn:nzf '. 
1yacho6onyeka ngenxa yamahloni. ' 

Wasukuma uZwide waqina umzimba, wathi lapho 
e? eka nga~ekhaya warn6ona lomfanyana esahleli nge
s1~~ya enc1ke kuso. Yathi intombazane, 

Umfowethu lowaya, ngingeke ngilinyazwe lutho 
ekhona, nawe angakushaya-nje." Yasho intombazane 
yahleka. Waxhawula uZwide, wezwa efikelwa u6u
~hawe ?~m?ya. Wayesafunani enye into lokhu nansi 
mtok.az1 IT?1 p~~mbi kwakhe im6ona eliqhawe, washo 
wath1 uZw1de, Sawu6ona Ntandose, mtaka6a 6a." 

Wacho6onyeka uNtandose, wahleka njalo. 

ISAHLUKO IV 

SEKUZOPHELA iminyaka emihlanu uGodongwane wa
nyamalala, izwe lakwaMthethwa nalo lonke elincikene 
nalo, nelakhelene nalo lafikelwa izinsuku ezinzima. 
Kwa6a-khona iminyaka yendlala enkulu eya6izwa 
ngokuthi uMadlantule. Lelizwi Iona uqo6o lwalo-nje 
liyazichaza. Lisho ukuthi umuntu wayedla kodwa 
a6uye afune okunye, anganeliswa yilokho kudla a6e-
kudlile. 

Lendlala yaqala ngo6a izwe lithole imvula ngesikha
thi sikaNcwa6a, 6onke a6antu 6aphuma namageja 
6ayoshaya izife. Ummbila wathi lapho ukhahlelayo 
laphuma ilanga elingenqeni, la6alela lathi hho-o. 
Ummbila waqala ukushintsha imi6ala, ingani u6ulu
hlaza umnyama, waguquka wa6a mpofana, kwathi 
umnyani lo ingani u6uqhilika u6iza izinyosi, waqala 
uku6una sengathi owekha6a eselivuthwa. Waya kanje 
ummbila, wathi usuka lapho wadondo6ala, wabasha 
washona phansi, woma. 

Amakhosi athumela izinyanga kuwo wonke amacala 
omhla6a ikakhulu eluSuthu uku6a lezizinyanga zifike 
zizolapha izulu khona lizona. K wezwakala ukuthi 
izinyanga zaseluSuthu izulu kazisalikhwifi. zithi mali
qonde olwandle, kodwa seziligcina khon.a. ~k~aya 
lingayindawo. A6anye 6azikhomba eSwazm1 1zmya
nga zezulu, 6athi lezo kazehluleki ngo6a ziyaliphatha, 
zinamatshe alo, okuthi uma ziwa6eka phansi, ziwa 
lumbe ngemithi (ezingenakuyithengisa kumuntu noma 
eseshaya izinkomo-nkomo) izulu line noma 6elingasa-
6onakali nefu lodwa leli. 
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UJoBe wayesefile eBalungwini sekuBusa uMawewe 
umfowaBo kaGodongwane wakwenye indlu. Uyena 
owayalwa umphakhathi ukuBa athumele nxazonke 
zomhlaBa ukuBa kuyofunwa izinyanga zezulu. Izigi
jimi zahamba, ziwa zivuka, bekake lokhu zihamba 
ezweni linendlala. InqwaBa yafela endleleni, kodwa 
isigcino Baze BaBuya nenyanga yomSuthu eyafika 
kwagcwala wonke uwonke ozoBona umhlola, izulu 
lizoniswa kungazange ku6onwe lokhu nanini. Kwa
gcwala na6avela oYengweni. lnyanga yalinga ngawo 
wonke amasu, kwathi nempela ntambama BaliBona 
izulu ~~cwala amafu, lihloma ngo6a umSuthu waye6e
thele 1z1khonkwane zezulu kuwo onke amacala omuzi 
esokugcina wasi6ethela esi6ayeni phakathi. Seku~ 
seBu_suku wagumula umfo wakhona wa6aBunqunu 
wabmca umsu6elwana waham6a umuzi wonke ckhu
luma ulimi olungaziwayo ngaphandle kwala6o aBake 
6ahlala oKhahlamba. Wazula nomuzi wonke, wagwa
za laphaya, nalaphaya ngomkhonto, na6antu Bama
ngala ngalo6o6usuku kwaze kwasa 6cBuka lomhlola. 
A6anye 6aphuma phandle kwaZulu kwaMthethwa 
BaliBona izulu linyazima kude phezu kwezintaBa zaso
I~hahlamba, Basho Bathi nempela umSuthu uyali6iza, 
liyeza. Phakathi kwama6ili 6alizwa lindindizela edu
zane, kwaseSandlwane nasemahlathini aseNkandla, 
6_aso6ela 6onke a6antu 6angena ngezindlu za6o, lanya
zuna ngempela izulu, kwa6amnyama kwathi buqe, 
6ezwa kuqathaka amathonsi amakhulu, landindizela; 
kodwa la6uye lathula ladlula, la6onakala lisa likho
mbis~ izinkanyezi; 6aphuma a6anesi6indi aBa6enga
kalal1, 6al~nguza phandle 6am6ona umSuthu emi nga
sesangwem ekhomba phezulu ngesinqindi sakhe so
mkhonto e6u6ula amazwi angaziwayo. ABawalalelisa 
kahle Bathi ayethi :-
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'' O, /iolane le 'na ka nkeloa leliolimong I 
Ke hloka lipheo ke'ng, nka be ke ikela teng I " 

Eanyonyo6a a6anye 6a6uzana 6odwa ukutbi utbini 
umSuthu uma esesho njalo na ? Kwafumaniseka uku
thi aBazi, 6a6ukana 6odwa, 6a6uka phezulu, 6a6ona 
izinkanyezi, nezulu selindindizela ngasempumalanga 
lihamba liya olwandle namathonsi lawo a6awezwe 
eshaya phansi nawo ayesenyamalele. Banikina ama
khanda a6anumzane 6angena ezindlini. 

Kwasakusasa izulu li6alele njengayizolo kodwa ku
khona amazolwana phezulu eziqundwini zotshani. 
UmSuthu wa6izwa wangeniswa eBandla umphakathi 
uhlangene, wa6uzwa inkosi uqo6o lwayo ukuthi izulu 
ulenze njani, kodwa waphendula umSuthu esegedezela 
amadolo, ilanga lishisa emini kwaBa sengathi limakhaza, 
waphendula wathi naye akazi ukuthi lidlule kanjani 
loku ulilethile. Mhlawumbe ikhona inyanga enama
ndla kunaye ekhaya eluSuthu eliqhuBe yaliyisa 
phambili. UMthethwa akakholwanga yilokho, nga
khoke umSuthu wagoduswa. 

Isikhathi saqhuBeka izinyanga zifika zidedelana, 
6ezigodusa; Beziyekisa ama6ele, a6antu se6ehlupheke 
kangango6a Baqala ukumba izikhwali, nezimpande 
zomthente Bazidla. U6ukhweBezane, umvutbwamini, 
nesundu lasendle lalikhiwa lingakavuthwa liluhlaza, 
liyo6ekwa emakhaya lidliwe seliqala ukuklwela. Ama
gulukunqa, neziphofu, nezinhlamvu zezigude kwaku
dliwa kuluhlaza. Izilwane zazidliwa ikakhulu izinja, 
namakati, kodwa arnakati engasa6izwa ngokuthi ama
kati sekuthiwa izimbodla. Inkomo lena yayihlatshwa 
emzini idliwe inyanga yonke, noma isigcwele izimphe
thu, yayidliwa kuthiwe ino6omi. Uma isiphelile 
inyama kwakuthathwa isikhumba lesi e6esingane-
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kwanga soma, kuthathwe sona-ke manje no6oya 6aso 
siphekwe sidliwe. 

Izige6engu zanda kakhulu namasela agcwala izwe 
Jonke. Umuntu imbuzi u6engayishiyi ikhulekiwe 
phandle, u6eyi6opha phezu kwekhanda lakhe ilale 
naye exhi6eni kuze kuse. Amathole ezinkomo a6e-
6oshwa endlini kanye nezimbuzi kuze kuse. 

Ngenxa yo6u6i o6a6ukhona kwavela izinto eziningi, 
nezilwane zasendle zaqala ukugasela ngasemizini ya
Bantu zifuna okokwesula amathe. Kwathi ngelinye 
ilanga kuhleziwekwa6onakala ngenzansi komuzi izichwe 
zihamba zilandelana zifuna ose6eni lwamahlanga zi
phumputha ezingakuthola. Umphakathi wamangala 
kakhulu. 

Omunye wakhuluma wathi: "impela amadlozi awo-
6a6a asifulathele uma sekuqhamuka lezizinto ezinje." 

"Kuvele kwa6onakala umSuthu sim6izele ukunisa 
izulu, kodwa asimze anqune phakathi komuzi wama
khosi, nezulu la6ona umhlola ingani 6elisazokuna, 
lafulathela la6aleka." 

Wathi omunye, " makumenywe umphakathi u6one 
lokhu." Washo maqede wasukuma na6anye 6asu
kuma 6alunguza, nempela 6azi6ona izichwe ziphu
mputha okwazo emahlangeni. Ea6iza izinja a6anye 
6azikhombisa 6ezisasazela zathathela kodwa za6uye 
zakhweca imisila za6uyela nyovane zinswininiza ngo
kwesa6a. UMawewe naye wa6izwa uku6ona lokhu, 
kodwa yena wathi, 

"Qha 6andleliphakathi, umhlola, masiyeke, singa
ngcolisi imikhonto yethu sigwaze okungagwazwayo 
ngo6a funa sife ngo6ethu u6uthi." 

I6andla ladamba lahlala phansi. K wakukhona ifu 
e6usweni 6enkosi ngenkathi iyala i6andla uku6a 
lingenzi lutho. Nokho 6azi6ukisisa lezizichwe zi-
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phumputha okwazo zidlula zi6ange phamb~, zaye 
zashona kude, kuyoyonke indawo kuphu~a 1Z1Shomo 
za6antu zi6uka, zikhombisana lomhlola ez1wu6ona~o. 

Kwathi sekudlule konke, nokwethuka seku6ohhle 
i6andla lahlala phansi, inkosi yathi, 

"Mina kangimangali uma ngi6onna lokh~ _ngo6a 
sengike ngezwa lukhulu e6usuku, kukhala 1s1lwane 
esishiso umhlola ngempela." 

"Awu uthini uNda6ezitha na? " 
" Ngiqinisile," kuphendula inkosi, iphendula i6andla. 

Onke amadoda aqala uku6ukana ngamehlo, aqhwe6ana 
kwa6asengathi enye kwenye ithi: 

" Ngitheni? Kawuzwa-ke? " .. 
Yaqhu6eka inkosi yathi : '.' Sekungai:ialanga a~afo~ 

lento ngiyizwa ikhala, ng1vuke, ng1lal~le exh16e~~ 
lami; ngithi ngiyizwa ikhala laphaya kuleliya gquma. 
Athula onke amadoda alalela lenganekwane. . . 

"Khuluma Siqongo ukuthi wena wa6onam ekusem, 
mhla kade kukhala leso silwane." . 

Yakhuluma indoda yakwa6o ekhanda hluphumpu, 
yathi: . h 

"Mina 6andl'elikhulu ngavuka ekusem ngaq _we-
tshwa yinkosi yathi make ngiyob~ka laphaya ez16u
kweni. Ngaya njengomyalo wenkos1, n?afica amasondo 
ezinselo zesilonyane engingazange ngiwa6one seloku 

6 6 " ngazalwa u a a nomame. 
" Chaza, lawo masondo ayenjani Siqongo na? " 

Sekusho induna. . . 
"Kuthi lapho enyathele kho1:1~ kusale lilll~holo, 

engafani neyezinselo, kodwa eyizmgqukuqa nJenge
sagil " Washo uSiqongo, lapho wonke uwonke usu-
6uka~· usucife namehlo ulalele imihlola eyenzeka 
emzini wenkosi. 

K wasukuma enye indoda yathi, 
E 
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"Mina nkosi lenda6a sengike ngayinuka ngayizwa. 
Idumile phakathi kwa6antu lapha eEalungwini. Nawo 
lawa madoda akhona lapha, lenda6a ayayazi, ku6i 
a6ukeke sengathi kawazi lutho." Washo lokho wahlala 
phansi. . 

Inkosi yawa6uka onke amadoda yawaqala phans1 
nohla yayeyawaphonsa phezulu, ya6uye yawahlelet?ba 
phakathi ngamehlo, amadoda anyakaza, enye :y_ath1, . 

"Ingani lapha ekhaya sinezangoma nezanus1 ezaz1-
wayo. Kukhona oJ evuza kaNtonteyana a6ake 6a
phatha a6antwana 6enkosi. Kanti 6ona 6enzani? 
Ingani ngikhuluma-nje okaNtonteyana ulap~a ph~ka
thi kwethu, yini amandla akhe anga6onakal1 man1ena 
ngo6a a6antwana se6afa? Ngi6uza lokho r:una." 

Waphendukisa amehlo wonke umphakath1 ngalapho 
kukhona khona okaNtonteyana; a6uya amehh a6o 
6onke abeka phansi futhi. OkaNtoneyana wathula 
kwa6asengathi akazwanga lutho. 

"Ehhe, ukhuluma kahle wena kaS06ani6ani, iza
ngoma zalapha ekhaya sezaya~hi? " kus~o a6anye. . 

" Sukani lapha, esikhundlem soku6a mkhulume em
kwaziyo, neniku6onile, senisizakele uku6a kuphume 
izangoma na? Uthe omunye wethu niyayazi lenda6a 
madoda nonke. Ngaphambi koku6a kukhulunywe 
inda6a yezangoma, khulumani enikwaziyo." Kusho 
induna. I6andla lonke la6uye lathula, nala6o e6ese-
6eqinise amehlo 6aqala ukubeka phansi .. 

Kwasukuma indoda endala, eyay1fake 1s1coco, 
umhlane wayo usugo6ile, namadolo asaqoth~ka izi
nyama zawo za6anemixhili6a, yakhuluma yath1 : . . 

"Mina nkosi ngazi uyihlo, nga6uthwa uye ng1yi
bungu, yena wayeyingane kimina. Ukuthinzisana 
kwa6antwana lokhu thina kasikwazi. Lapha ekhaya 
ikhona into ekhona." Wathi lapho esho njalo ama-
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doda ahla6a ikhefu aphakamisa amakhanda ngo6a 
nangu umuntu owayezokhuluma awakhulule eku6o
shweni imilomo. Yakhuluma indoda yakhona yathi. 
"Kuzo lezizindawo ezishiwo inkosi noSiqongo lo, 
impela kuyezwakala isilwane sikhala. Mina sengike 
ngezwa nezwi limemeza lithi." 

" N gqwa6a, N gqwa6a 
Yemuka nayo, wo, yemuka, 
Uyiyenga ngani, uyiyenga ngani-na?" 

Amadoda onke ashwaqeka a6ukana sengathi wona 
akayazi ngaloluhlo6o. Nayo insizwa endala eyayixoxa 
lenda6a yathula yalalelisa, ya6uye yaqhu6eka 
yathi: 

" Mina ngokwami ngithi makuhlonywe kuzingelwe 
kuwo wonke amahlathi alapha eduze kufunwe lomhlola 
wesilwane nalo muntu ohamba naso uku5a 6aphi, 
6afunani lapha, 6aluhlo5o luni? " 

K wasukuma yena uSiqongo uqo6o lwakhe, yona 
inkosi isathule ithe nya ingakhulumi wathi: 

"Selokhu kwa6ulawa a6antwana 6enkosi, kwanya
malala noGodongwane ongaziwayo noma wafa noma 
wa6aleka waduka nezwe, izinto zisimele ngazibelu zo
nke. Indlala ithe be-e phezu kwethu, njengo6a nani 
ni6ona ; kuqhamuka imihlola nxazonke zezwe, impela 
kasaziukuthi lemihlola ishoukuthini. Nezintombi zezwe 
lonke ziphelelwe uthando kazivumi ukuthanda izinsi
zwa. Ngikhuluma nje inkosi nansi ilwa nentombi 
yakwaNdwandwe nani nonke eniyaziyo, uNo6antwana 
igama layo. Iyala, iyanqathuza ngekhanda kayifuni 
nokuzwa ngenkosi; kuthi noma si6uza ukuthi itha
ndaphi, 6athi 6onke kayazelwa muntu. Nomfowa5o 
walentombi, okunguyena nkosana yakwaNdwanndwe 
naye futhi waliwa inkosazana lapha ekhaya, udade-
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wa6o kaGodongwane, uyala naye, unqathuza nge
khanda akafuni nokuzwa." 

Waphendula omunye phakathi kwe6andla wathi : 
.. " Sivele sasho sathi kanti lapha kwaMthethwa 
1zmyanga kazisekho yini ? " 

. ~anj~ kwaphendula uMawewe uqo6o wathi " Uqi
ms1le S1qongo ukuthi uDingiwe uyamala uZwide na? 
Uneqiniso lokuthi uZwide ufuna ukugcagca naye 
na?" 

Waphendula uSiqongo wathi : 
"Ngiqini_sile wena welanga, ngiqinisile, ngifunge 

ngamakhos1 akaMthethwa elele ekhaya." 
Wathatha uMawewe inkosi wathi: "Izinto ezi

njengalezi kazinakuvunywa uku6a zehlakale. Kufa
nel~ kwenziwe okungase kwenziwe, amathongo atho
koz~sw~ ngokudlukumeza okuthile kwenziwe ngenkani. 
UDmgiwe lo, uzogcagciswa ngenkani kuZwide; athwa
lwe ephekezelwe ngamantombazana ama6ili aye 
aphonswe kwaNdwandwe. Okwaphi khona lokho uku-
6a amantombazane alalelwe uma esho into yawo?" 
Washo uMawewe wahwaqa6ala, kwa6onakala ukuthi 
unengiwe. 

Kwa6uza omunye wathi: 
" K~be, we~a-wakomkhulu, kosekulunge intomba

zana mgathand1 umuntu lowo kodwa iganiswe kuye 
ngenpluzula ? " 

Waphendula uSiqongo wathi: 
"Thula I thula l wezwa ngo6ani ukuthi inkosi iya

phendulwa na? " 
Kwahlokoma i6andla engxenye lathi, "Qha6o, uya-

6uza, uku6uza kakoni lutho." K wase kugcwala uku
vungama okukhulu, khona phakathi kwalokho kwasu
kuma omunye owayenesi6indi wema wathi : 

"Ehhe nkosi, narni ngiya6uza njengalowaya o6uze 
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kuqala. Ngithi, kwake kwenzeka yini uku6a intombi, 
noma sekungumfazi, a6oshwe ngenkani aganiselwe 
kumuntu yena engamthandi na? Ingani ngisho kusa-
6usa amakhosi anesandla sendluzula umuntu wesifa
zane akaphathwanga ngaloluhlo6o na? " Washo ma
qede umfo wakhona wahlala phansi wesul'izithuku
thuku zomjuluko sengathi li6alele ilanga kanti noma 
li6alele i6andla lihlezi phansi komthunzi. Eonke 
6athula, kwathi ingani amehlo amadoda ahla6e phansi, 
kodwa iziqu zawo za6amhlophe zibeke uSiqongo yena 
ophendula kusuka. 

Wathatha futhi uMawewe, inkosi, wathi : " Kangi
nanda6a nokwakwenziwa ngamanye amakhosi amadala 
akuqala. Lawo asadlula kanye nezikhathi zawo. 
Mina elami izwi lithi, uDingiwe uzoganiselwa ngenkani 
uZwide. Hamba Siqongo uyolungisa a6okumthwala 
uDingiwe 6amyise kuZwide, u6uye uze lapha kimina 
ngaphambi koku6a ngilale." 

I6andla lachitheka. Umuntu wa6ona amadoda 
ethwele izagila ehla ngemimfula, amany'ewusa izigodi 
ethwele emahlombe izimboko, sengathi akhathele. 
Inda6a yoku6iza izanusi nezangoma yasha6alala khona 
lapho akakho owa6uya wayikhuluma kanye namanye 
amadoda. lnkosi nayo yaphuma yayongena esigo
dlweni yalinda ukuzwa kuSiqongo ukuthi ama6utho 
azohambisa uDingiwe aselungile yini. 

Naye uSiqongo waphuma e6andla waqonda nga
sendlunkulu wayo6ikela uDingiwe amazwi enkosi 
uMawewe. Wathi ukufika wangena endlunkulu emva 
koku6a angqongqoze 6amvulele, wa6iza uDingiwe 
wathi: 

"Ngizofuna uDingiwe, makeze lapha ngimtshele 
umyalezo wenkosi, umfowa6o." Nempela uDingiwe 
wayazi ukuthi uMawewe akamnamele, wasuka wathi 



UDINGISWAYO KAJOBE 

locu, wamlandela uSiqongo. UDingiwe elandelwa 
amantombazana ama6ili ayemthanda kakhulu endlu
nkulu. Wathi ukufika phandle uSiqongo wathi ku
Dingiwe, 

" Lalela lapha." 
Wathi uDingiwe, "Ngilalele." 
"Kuthiwa wena nga6o lo6u6usuku, uzohamba uye 

kwaNdwandwe uyoganiswa khona kuZwide. Ama-
6utho ngiphuma lapha nje sengiyowakhetha azokuyisa 
khona." 

Wathi uDingiwe, "ngingaganiswa kanjani kuZwide 
ngingamthandi na? Kuqale nini lokho uku6a nathi 
thina esizalwa inkosi uJo6e siphathwe kaludedengu 
nje? " 

Wathukuthela uSiqongo watbi: "leyo nkosi eya
kuzalayo seyafa, ku6usa a6anye manje, na6o 6eza 
nemithetho ya6o. Ngikutshela lokho kuphela. Lu
ngela ukuhamba. Bopha imithwalo yakho ukhethe 
amantombazana okukuphekezela yilowo umthetho 
wenkosi nowami." 

"Wena 6ani ongakhuluma kanjalo kimina Siqongo? 
Konje inja isutha 6ese iluma umniniyo? Akuwena 
yini owakhuliswa kwethu uyisigqili sika6a6a asinika 
indlu yakwethu, umame ekuthuma lapho ethanda 
khona? Uthi ngo6a namhla sekwafiwa usukhushulwe 
uMawewe 6ese u6iyoza phezu kwekhanda lami ngo6a 
sengasala ngedwana? " Kukhuluma uDingiwe izi
nyembezi sezihlengezela emehlweni. 

Waphendula uSiqongo wathi; " kawazi izwi la6a
dala ukuthi kusinwa kudedelwana, a6aphandle 6angene 
endlini, na6asendlini 6aphumele phandle emakhazeni? 
Ungikhum6uza okudala ingani unyoko wayengenza 
isidwedwe sakhe engiphonsa laphaya nalaphaya nge
khanda; engi6elethisa izingane zakhe njengomza-
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nyana ngiyindoda ngingaka? Ukhuluma kanjalo ki
mina wena, osunjengenja namhla kimina? Ngizoku
fundisa izolo, ngifunge a6akhwekazi impela." Wathi 
esho njalo wafulathela, wa6uye wathi shingili ebeka 
emuva, wa6ona uDingiwe esamile em6uka. lzintombi 
zomdlunkulu zikaMawewe nazo zizwa ukuthi uDingiwe 
uyahanjiswa ngenkani, ezinye ezazingamthandi zema 
zancimfa, za6eka izandla eqolo ngenxa yokuja6ula. 
UDingiwe yena wema wam6uka uSiqongo wathi kuye: 

" Siqongo-ndini, mhlawumbe wena osusina namhla 
ngo6a uthi sengasala ngedwa uyozisola emva kwesi
khathi. Ungathini uma ngalumbo lithize kuvela 
inkosi ngelinye ilanga inqo6e wena noMawewe wakho 
Iona osumkhonze njengedlozi; kuthi kunjalo inganyule 
czandleni zenu, ingigane na? " 

Wahleka uSiqongo wathi: "Izinda6a ezinjalo zazi
vela ngezikhathi zezinganekwane, namhla ezinye izi
khathi. Kasisezwa ngoChakijane kaMgcololo umphe
phethi wezinduku za6afo; sizwa kuphela ngeNana6uke 
nayo kimina iyinganekwane njengoChakijane." Washo 
wahleka uSiqongo, wahlekela phakathi, okomuntu, 
ebema igudu limkhwingca emphinjeni. Wahamba wa
qonda ngasemadlangaleni lapho kwakuhlala khona 
izinsizwa zama6utho asekhaya. 

Kwasekukusihlwa izulu limnyama impela sengathi 
lifuna ukukhemezela, izindlu umuntu wayezi6ona-nje 
kuphela ngemililo elokoza phakathi njengenhlansi 
e6omvu, kuthi na6antu a6aphakathi uma u6a6uka 
6a6esengathi 6akhathwe ngesibuda esi6omvu, 6esa6eke 
sengathi 6ayizilonyanakazana. Izinsizwa zazibema 
amagudu azo, izihlangu zigaxwe ezimpahleni zezindlu. 
Ukulwa nezinye izizwe kwakungeyinto eyayisachumile 
ngo6a amakhosi ayengazondani. UMawewe wayenga
zondani noZwide namanye amakhosi aseduze. Kuthe 
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esengene uSiqongo wayi6ika inda6a yakhe ezinsizweni, 
kwa6onakala ukuthi zikhona ezithanda ukumhambisa 
uDingiwe, hhayi ngo6a zifuna ukugcina umyalezo 
wenkosi kanti ngo6a zifuna ukuhamba-nje zishaywe 
umoya zifike zeshele nasezintombini kwaNdwandwe. 

Eesaxoxa 6ebema amagudu a6o, kwangena omunye 
esethuke ka6i ethwele amehlo wangena wathi phulu
kundlu wathi, 

"Hawu madoda, niyezwa-nje phandle lomhlola 
okhala lap ha phansi emmf uleni na ? " 

Eaphendula a6anye 6athi, " qha, kasikezwa lutho." 
Eathi 6esho njalo 6a6ephuma a6anye 6elalela phandle, 
nempela 6ezwa isilonyane sikhala kodwa singakhonyisi 
okwenka6i noma inkunzi yenkomo. Khona ngalapho 
futhi 6ezwa sengathi ukhona umuntu ozi6ongayo uthi: 

"Ngqwaoa, ngqwaoa, 
Yemuka nayo, wo, yemuka, 
Uyiyenga ngani, uyiyenga ngani na ? " 

Eonke 6afakana imilomo omunye wathi komunye, 
" uyezwa nje na? " Waphuma uSiqongo walalela 
naye wezwa lenda6a. Omunye wathi, "Ehhe, kade 
sikhuluma ngayo lenda6a khona namhlanje ntambama 
sithi miningi imihlola elapha ekhaya, nakho phela 
sekuvelile." Wema uSiqongo u6uso 6akhe 6apha
phatheka sengathi 6uthelwe ngomlotha, wathi umi, 
kwawa umkhonto owayewuphethe. 

Omunye kwa6a6elalele wathi, 
"Izi6ongo zeqhawe lezo mngane, kawuzwa y1m 

sengathi kukhona a6agiyayo manje, lapho se6ethi 
" Yemuka, Yemuka? " Iona owayekhuluma manje 
yena wayengethukile njenga6anye, kuyena kwaku
mnandi ukulalela izinsizwa sengathi zi6onga enye. 

Omunye wa6uye wathi, 
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" Lalelani futhi, inda6a inkulu lapho niyezwa 
sengathi kukhona amadlanzi athi : 

" Eaoaleka. . . . N gcindezi . . . zi zi I I 
"Eayemuva . ... Eathi ... mbe ... mbe 

mbe ! 
Lalelani madoda leyonda6a inkulu, kakudlalwa lapho, 
futhi ka6akho a6antu a6ahaya esinye isizwe. Eaye-
6athuke a6antu ngo6a sekuvinjanisiwe nje, seku6u
lawa a6antu." 

Nempela zonke izinsizwa namadoda 6aphuma pha
ndle 6ezwisisa ngezindle6e ukuthi lowomsindo owani, 
noku6a uphumaphi. Kwa6a sengathi 6ayeza la6a-
6antu 6eza neno 6azohlanganisa lapha eEalungwini. 
Waphuthuma uSiqongo ukuyo6ikela uMawewe inkosi, 
kanti nayo inkosi isiphumele phandle ilalele lomhlola 
owehlakalayo u6e ungaqali ngo6a miningi iqala, idlula. 
Bathe 6e6uka lokhu kwafika umlindi wesango lase
Ealungwini ehamba ekhefuzela, wazo6ika ukuthi, 
nempela lesisilwane okukhulunywa ngaso ukuthi si
hamba nendawo yonke a6athi siyinana6uke, nasi 
sesimi sijame esangweni, siyathimula. Kasisodwa, 
phezu kwaso kumi umuntu sengathi ugi6ele. Wa6a
mema uku6a 6anyonyo6e 6azocinga ngawa6o amehlo. 
Njengo6a kwakumnyama 6agaqa phansi ngamadolo 
6elinga uku6onisisa lesisilwane; Eelunguza 6ewa 
ngapha nangapha 6esisinga, nempela 6asi6ona ukuthi 
yiyona nana6uke lena, kodwa igitshelwe ngumuntu, 
uthule uthe nya. 

Inkosi yayala uku6a kuyo6izwa uJevuza kaNto
nteyana uku6a enze angase akwenze inana6uke inga
ngeni ngesango, okungenani ime khona lapho ikhona 
inganyakazi. Kwathi 6eya endlini kaJ evuza 6afu
manisa ithe gembeqe kungekho muntu, nezinto zica
kazekile sengathi kuhanjiwe kwemukwa. Njengo6a 
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uJevuza kwakuyimphohlo kwa6alukhuni uku6a kunga
thiwa u6aleke no6ani, lokhu kwakuzo6uzwa ku6afazi 
6akhe uma wayena6o. 

USiqongo waphuthuma endlini yamantombazana 
endlunkulu uku6ona ukuthi uDingiwe use6ophe wagci
naphi. Nakhona wafumanisa indlu ivulekile kungeko 
muntu ngisho nezincansi, sekwemukiwe. Waca6anga 
sengathi mhlawumbe izinsizwa kanye noJ evuza ziha
mbile; wehla waya ngenzansi ezinsizweni wazifu
manisa njengo6a ezishiyileziphelele. Wamangala na6o 
6am6uza 6athi, 

" Yini nduna na? " 
Wathi, "Kanim6onanga uJevuza noma uDingiwe 

na? " Baphendula 6athi: " Qha6o." 
Omunye wathi : " Yini na? " 
Aka6uyanga esezwa uSiqongo wayeseharnbile we

nyuka waya ngenhla. Edlula esangweni, wa6ona 
lesisilwane sesingene senyuka kugi6ele urnuntu phezulu, 
futhi kukhona ohamba phansi eceleni, wema. Wezwa 
lo ohamba phansi ekhuluma ethi, " uMawewe nezinduna 
zakhe ulala laphaya; leyondlu nje eyakhe." Walalela 
uSiqongo izwi walizwa kungelika J evuza uqo6o lwakhe. 

Wa6uza Iona ogi6ele wathi: 
" uDadewethu uDingiwe pho yena ngingambona 

kanjani lokhu nguyena engifuna ukum6ona kuqala? " 
Bakhuluma njalo 6ayahamba 6ayenyuka nomuzi, 
a6antu 6emizi se6evale iminyango, amadoda ayaqha
qhazela e6ona inana6uke ingena emzini wakwa
Mthethwa. 

Waphendula lo ohamba phansi wathi: 
" Lowo, zinyane lesilo ngiphume naye, uphakathi 

kwama6utho lawa akake umuzi manje. Ngimshiye 
esandleni somzala wakho uVukani ozalwa uMbanga
mbi. UMbangambi, usamkhumbula, umalume wakho." 
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"Qha umshiye ezandleni ezilungile. Yima sime, 
simemeze induna i6ize uMawewe eze lapha." Nempela 
6ama, uJ evuza wamemeza wathi : 

"Nangu uSiqongo 60 ! Nangu uSiqongo 60 ! " 
Kwathula kwathi nya kwa6asengathi kakukho muntu. 
Wa6uye waphinda uJ evuza wamemeza, kwezwakala 
izinsizwa zithi, 

" Ingani izwi lika J evuza nje lelo, ememeza uSi
qongo? 

Baphendula a6anye 6athi : " Ehhe, okaNtonte
yana lowo." 

" Pho kwathi nya, ushonephi uSiqongo lokho kade 
elapha nje? " Basho njalo 6ayasondela ngale kwesi-
6aya lapho uJevuza ememezela ngakhona. Eathi 
6ethi gaga, 6azithela phezu kwenana6uke, 6ethuka 
6akhandana, a6anye 6amemeza 6athi: 

" Hlomani nanguJ evuza engenisa inana6uke ekha
ya I " K wahlokoma wonke umuzi, kwathi la6a a6e
thuke kunjalo umuntu lo wenana6uke wavulela unyazi 
olunokuduma kwezulu, kwafa 6a6a6ili, omunye wathi 
esevalelisa khona lapho, 

" Hhawu ngiyafa na6a6a, ngi6ulawa amalumbo 
ngingawazi, lapho 6engiyaphi lokhu akusaphunywa 
lapha e6usuku." 

Ngenxa yokwethuka uSiqongo e6ona lento iduma 
phambi kwakhe wamemeza wathi, 

"Hlomani zinsizwa, yimpi lena l " Wathi ethi 
uyawaqeda lawo mazwi, uya6aleka, uJevuza wamuthi 
hile ngebeshu wam6eka phansi kwathi lapho kuthi 
makamqedele, wakhuza ogi6ele inana6uke wathi, 

"Musa, ungam6ulali makahambe ayo6iza uMawewe 
amlethe lapha." 

Wazikhalela uSiqongo wathi, "Ngiyeke J evuza, 
naktu ungincintsha umoya ngiyeke ngiyo6iza inkosi." 
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Nempela wahamba uSiqongo wa6uya nayo inkosi 
uMawewe. Esefikile uMawewe umuntu ogi6ele wathi 
kuye: 

"Wena Mawewe ngaphambi koku6a ngikhulume 
nawe, kuhle uyohlola ngaphandle kothango lomuzi 
ka6a6a uJ o6e ukuthi kukhonani. Uma usu6onile 
u6uye uzotshela mina. Wena Siqongo tshela ama6utho 
akho lawo ukuthi aka6eke phansi izikhali aqoqane 
lapha manje azozwa imiyalo yami." Nempela uMa
wewe walunguza ngaphandle kothango wa6ona izinhla 
ngezinhla zama6utho ayeklelile ngaphandle elungele 
uku6izwa agwaze. Wema uMawewe wa6amba umlo
mo ongaphansi, ikhanda lakhe lamsinda wa6uya wazo-
6ika. Wa6uza ogi6ele inana6uke kuMawewe wathi : 

" U6oneni? " 
Wath'uMawewe, "ngi6one lukhulu." 
"Thulake uzwe ma sekufike onke ama6utho akho." 
Afika amaxuku amadoda, manje sekuphakathi 

no6usuku, amafu ayekade efukuka sengathi lizokuna 
ayesecwe6ile. Inyanga yayiselwa iphuma e6usuku 
impela. Phezulu emkhathini wamagquma namahlathi 
wa6ona sekukhanya inyanga 6ayi6ona iphuma, iyisi
badu esimhlophe njengeqa leqhwa. Ngokukhanya 
kwenyanga 6a6e6ona kahle manje ukuthi inana6uke 
lena isilwane esingenazimpondo, futhi sinomhlwenga 
njengamadu6e. Ngenkathi 6e6uka phandle komuzi 
6a6ona amathunzi amanyama sengathi yizinkomo 
zilele phezu kwensinde, kanti a6antu 6emi 6encike 
emahawini a6o. Lapho imikhonto inyakaza iguquka 
umuntu waye6ona ukuthi 6enye, 6enye. 

Wakhuluma lona ogi6ele wathi : " Ngiyani6ingelela 
nina 6omuzi ka6a6a eEalungwini. Namhla ngifikile 
minaGodongwane engagwazwa kulomuzi. Ngaphandle 
laphaya kukhona ama6utho ami engiwaqoqe emaso-
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ntweni ama6ili ngikuleli. A6antu 6aka6a6a 6onke. 
Ngifike ngesikhathi esihle lapho nina 6esenithengisa 
ngomtaka6a6a wo6ambo lwakwethu, senithi makayo
gana kuZwide. Lokho wena Mawewe kanye nend~na 
yakho uSiqongo kwenza ngo6a ufuna uku6a uZw1de 
akuthande 6esekuthi nodadewa6o uNo6antwana aku
qome. Ukwenzelani Mawewe lokho, uku6a ~fune 
ukugqilaza udadewethu ngokung_endle~a; f~thi we~ 
shele intombi lena uNo6antwana mgam uyaz1 ukuth1 
intombi lena ithanda mina, yangithanda ngingaka 
gwazwangu6a6a nga6aleka,nanamuhla isangithanda ?" 

Ngenkathi ekhuluma kanje uGodongwane w~gcwal~ 
ulaka loku6ulala, nemi6uzo yakhe yahla6a n1engez1-
naliti. Wa6uye waqhu6eka wathi, . . 

" Eonke a6alandeli 6akho a6alapha· eEalungw1m 
ma6alindele ukuhlanga6ezana nami nama6utho ami 
enkundleni kusasa. Lomuzi uzolala ukakiwe kunga
phumi muntu kuwona kuze kuse. A:6~nemiqond? 
eguqukela kimina 6efuna ukukhonza k1m1, 6asenes1-
khathi sokuca6anga kuze kuse." 

Washo njalo waguquka wahamba, noJ evuza waphe
nduka wahamba elandela inkosi yakhe. 

EEalungwini ngalelo langa kakulalwanga, amadoda 
ezilungisela ukulwa nempi eyayi6akakile; amanye 
ayehlangana akhuluma elinga ukulanda umnyombo 
wendlu yakwa6okaGodongwane eyiqhatbanisa neya-
6oMawewe afumanisa ukuthi indlu ya6oGodongwane 
1yona-yona. 

Nasekufeni kukaJo6e wayeshilo ukuthi uyesa6a 
sengathi uGodongwane akafanga. Pho namhla lokhu 
usefikile kuzokwenziwa njani? 

Eakhuluma 6ekhombisa ukuthi enkulumeni kaGo
dongwane utshengise ulwazi olukhulu ngezinda6a 
zakwaMthethwa. Nomhlangano wokuganisela uDi-
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ngiwe kuZwide useyawazi, nokuthi uMawewe weshela 
intombi yakhe konke lokho useyakwazi. 

A6anye 6a6uza ngoJ evuza ukuthi umtholephi uGo
dongwane. Umuzwe ngo6ani ukuthi ukhona waze 
wanyenyisa uDingiwe na? Inana6uke lena, kwaseku-
6onakala ukuthi uJevuza u6evele azi konke ngayo. 
Pho, uGodongwane uJevuza wayemvusa phi lokhu 
uJ evuza 6ekungesiye umuntu o6ejwayele ukuhamba 
na? Ku6uza a6anye. Kwazc kwasa 6ehlayiya inda-
6a kaGodongwane noJ evuza, kodwa 6ehluleka. 

Kwasa ngomuso, kwa6ayikhani 6ewa6uka kahle 
ama6utho kaGodongwane; esikhundleni soku6a 6awa-
6uke 6afikelwe inhliziyo yokulwa, ikakhulu amakhehla 
awa6uka afikelwa ukumangala okunjengokomuntu 
e6uka into enhle imvelela yaqhamuka e6engayibekile. 

ISAHLUKO V 

NJENGOBA nasezikhathini zanamuhla sazi ukuthi, 
umuntu wakwaZulu noma ese6unzimcni nasekutho
kozeni akaphiwanga amandla oku6a ukwaz~ .uku
mahlukanisa ukuthi namuhla-ke uphethwc us1z1 no
kuthi iwlo u6ethokozile, uyohlangana naye njalo 
ezihu6ela amahu6o aku6o, esina, kanti inhliziyo 
yakhe ilwa na6o 6onke u6unzima o6umphethe. Uma 
mhlawumbe wawungase ufike eEalungwini mhla uGo
dongwane eziveza o6ala, wawungeke .u6one ukuth~ 
okuyi6ona 6alandeli 6akaMawewe . ~1~6a nokuth1 
a6akaGodongwane yila6a. Nxazombili, n1engo6~ ~w~
kuse6usuku, kwakuzwakala imvunge yengoma 1zms1-
zwa zihla6elela zilinde ukuthi kuyosa nini. 

Umuntu wayezwa kuphela ngokuqaphelisa izinhla
mvu zamazwi ahlathshelelwayo ukuthi 6a6eshaya 
amagama okunqo6a odwa nawo kukhalela a6angapha
khathi komuzi eEalungwini. Likhona elinye igama 
a6a6elithanda 6elihla6elela okuthi nanamuhla umu
ntu athuke elizwa kwaZulu. Leloke lalithl : 

"Mlamu wami, kawungilamuleli ngani?" 
Kumnandi ukuhlala phandle kweqhugwane uzwe izi
nsizwa zikhala nga6alamu 6azo ukuthi ka6ezingani 
ukuzo6alamulela. Zisho njalo ziyabema zidonsa ama
gudu, ezinye zi6ase umlilo ziyotha, izihlangu zisa6ekwe 
laphaya eceleni inda6a yokulwa isakhohlakele. 

Khona kunjalo, kulowomnyama owawncime izinka
nyezi wazewa6anga uku6a ku6aswe imililo, wangena 
uJ evuza phakathi kwama6utho wathungatha umkho-
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ndo waze wafika lapho kukhona u Vukani umfo ka
Mbangambi nalapho emshiye khona, wamemeza nge
zwi eliphansi wathi. 

"Vukani ! Vukani, niphi na? " kwathula kwathi 
nya. Wa6uye wamemeza, kanti nansi inhloli ka
Godongwane, yam6amba uJ evuza yathi: 

"Uyiliphi ? " Yathi iyagadla wathi okaNtonteyana, 
" Ngqwa6a, Ngqwa6a ! ", yathi, inhloli kuye : 
" Dlula, kanti ungowasekhaya." Wadlula uJ evuza 

wehla ngesihlahla lapho emshiye khona uDingiwe 
noVukani, wa6uye wamemeza, laphendula izwi lathi, 

" Silapha, u6ani lowo? " 
Wathi uJevuza, "Yimina." 
Bathi 6ona, "Sekunguwena lowo kaNtenteyana? " 

Wathi uJ evuza," Shesha Dingiwe uze lapha umnewenu 
useyakufuna. '' 

Nempela intombazana yaphuthuma yafika kuJ evuza. 
Eahamba 6aye6angena endlwaneni eyayingasesangwe
ni eyase ikakwe idlanzi lama6utho khona izitha zinge
zukuzuma uGodongwana. Bafika khona intombazana 
yaziphonsa endlini yathi, 

" Okunguyena rnfowethu lapha yimuphi njengo6a 
kuhleliwe nje? " U J evuza yamshiya ngemuva oku
nguyena owayezoshesha ayikhombise. Ngenxa yo
kufuna ukuthokozisa umntwana wenkosi, 6onke a6a6e
sendlini 6aphuma kwasala owayezigu6uzele ngesi
phuku, hhayi lesisezinka6i kodwa sona sasino6oya 
o6umthika 6ufuze o6ezimvu; phezulu ekhanda 
wayechome uphaphe lwentshe emnyama. Waso
ndela uDingiwe, waziwisa phansi phambi kwakhe 
wathi, 

" Mfowethu, Godongwane, nguwe Iona na? Nge
qiniso, Godongwane? " 

UGodongwane, akakhulumanga wathula, wasukuma 
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wamthatha wamsukumisa, wathula. Intombazana ya-
6uye ya6uza, isiqala, ukuqhelela kude sengathi iphosi
sile ukuzilahla phansi kumfokazi engesuye umfowa6o. 
Y athi lapho isihlehla welula isandla uGodongwane 
wayi6amba wahleka. kodwa izwi la6a elomuntu osekhu
lile, nokho intombazana kulelozwi nakulokho kwalula 
ingalo yafumanisa okuyikhona i6ikufuna, nayo ya6uye 
yangenwa ngumunyu wa6antu 6esifazane ese6ekwazi 
ukuhlupheka, a6azinyembezi za6o zigcwele ezinko
pheni zamehlo. Yasondela isengathi iyanyonyo6a 
kanti idonswa isandla somfowa6o yafika futhi yazi
lahla kuye yakhala njengomntwana omncane. Izwi 
lokuqala uGodongwane alikhulumayo wathi : 

" Njengo6a usuyogana kwaNdwandwe nje uyokha
lela Bani ? " 

UDingiwe wavusa amehlo akhe wa6uka umfowa6o 
sengathi uyazikhalela kuyena uku6a angamlahli, 
amchilizele ezitheni ku6antu anga6athandi. Wa6uye 
uGodongwane wamthatha wamsukumisa udadewa6o 
wam6eka phezu komgqiki wam6uza wathi, 

"Ngitshele uNo6antwana usamazi-nje? Konje a6a
ntu 6ase6eca6anga ukuthi sengifile, yikho-nje uMawe
we eseshela intombi yami, nawe esekuganisela kwa
Ndwandwe? " 

Intombazana yaqala yasula izinyembezi, yableka, 
kwa6a yikhani ikhulumayo, yathi. 

"UNo6antwana usekhona, usenjengo6a wamshiya, 
sengathi ulitshitshi nakalokhu. Umuntu owayethu
nywe uJevuza uku6a ahambe ekufuna wa6uya naso 
isikhumba sebu6esi wafika naso lapha, thina sasidluli
sela kuyena. 

"Uma engitshela yena sewasiyisa ku6ashuki uku6a 
6amenzele isiphuku sokulala. Angikezwa ukuthi sona 
sesagcinaphi-nje." 

F 
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" Kodwa u6eyathini lapho uMawewe emthumela 
izigijimi, noma kuye yena uqo6o lwakhe ukuyoshela? " 
Ku6uza uGodongwane. 

"Kasazi ngo6a uNo6antwana uqo6o lwakhe aka
funi ukuyixoxa lenda6a, kuthi noma ngim6uza ange
nwe isicanuko, anengwe sengathi ngimphathela ama
nyala, ngakhoke sengiyazithulela nami." 

Inkulumo ya6o yayigxanxula ezintweni eziningi 
6e6uzana lokhu nalokhuya, ngaphandle kuzwakala 
njalo izaga, nokuvungama kwa6antu 6engalele 6elinde 
ilanga langomusouku 6a liphume 6a6one okwehlakalayo. 
Kwakuzwakala njalo ukuhutshwa kwehu6o lika 

" M lamit wami kawungilamuleli ngani ? " 

Wa6uza uDingiwe wathi, " uqonde ukwenzani nje
ngo6a um6uso usuphethwe nguMawewe na? " 

Waphendula uGodongwane wathi, " Kangazi kuyo
khanya kusasa. Into engiyaziyo kodwa eyokuthi 
uMawewe uzokufa nokufa ngenxa yezenzo azenze 
kuwena nakuNo6antwana. Uma yena njengo6a engu
mfowethu enesi6indi sokweshela intombi yami, noku6a 
wena ungudadewa6o a6enesi6indi sokukuchilize]a ku
muntu ungamthandi ukugcagca naye, lokho kusho 
ukuthi, uma ngihambile angathengisa ngomuzi wami 
nanga6anta6ami. Umfazi wami angamenza isidwe
dwe sakhe nesigqili sa6afazi 6akhe. Ngingamthemba 
kanjani umuntu onjengalowo ngihlala naye? " 

Kwathi uku6a aqede lokho wathi uDingiwe, "Mne
wethu zinqunywa amakhanda ziyekwe. Sengiphe
thwe u6uthongo. Inhliziyo yami yanelisiwe, kodwa 
ngaphambi koku6a ngilale angizigculise ngokuthi 
unguGodongwane ngempela ngoku6a ngikuthinte inxe-
6a lelo engali6ophayo laze laphola." 

Nempela wasondela, welul'isandla waliphatha inxe-
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6a, waneliswa, waphindela endaweni yakhe, 6asha 
u6uthongo. Wahlala uGodongwane waze wezwa uda
dewa6o esehonqa, naye wazelula phansi walala. 
Njalo kude, macala onke omuzi waseEalungwini kwa
kuqu6uka njalo ingoma yokuthi: 

"Mlam11- wami, wo, awungilamuleli ngani ". 

Kuthunqa amaklo6o emililo ezigodini nasemagqumeni 
kugiywa, kodwa uGodongwane wayelele endlini ebe
kwe izinsizwa zekhethelo. 

OkaNtonteyana wayengekho wayesahambile eyo
kumba imithi eminye anayo, eyithaka, elungiselela 
ukuqinisa uGodongwane ngaphambi koku6a aphui:nele 
eshashalazini a6onwe izwe lonke ngakusasa. Kan1alo
ke, kungakasi ukuthi nwi, wangena endlini. lapho 
zilele khona izelamani, wangqongqoza kwath1 lapho 
engezwa muntu ngaphakathi wakhapheza umpheme 
osemnyango wangena. Wathi thala-~hala,. ~ali6ona 
itshe lokugxo6a imithi namakhamb1, wahz~6ukula, 
wathi ukulesula ngesandla maqede walanda 1mboko
dwe, wagxo6a imithi yakhe. Eathi 6evuka .kwasek~
khala imbokodwe neziko seli6omvu udenges1 lokunc1-
nda selungephuzela umlilo. Wasondela uJ evuza ku
Godongwane kwa6asengathi akasondele nakumntwana 
wenkosi uzisondelela endodaneni yakhe, wamtata
misa w;mguqisa ngaseziko wathela amanzi .odengezini 
lwathi ukufuquka intuthu, wayesevuvuzela 1mpushana 
ethize phakathi, wathi kuGodongwane, . 

" Ncinda." Aka6uzanga uGodongwane wenza n1e
ngo6a wayetshelwa, wathi eqeda lapho wamhlalisa 
esigqikini, wamphehlela ukhamba lwazelwa6a ngwe6u
mhlophe, wathi kuye akageze u6uso 6akhe kulona. 
Wenza kanjalo uGodongwane, udadewa6o e6ukela, 
ezembathise ngengu6o yesikhumba esinikizela u6oya . . 
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Kwathi kuqedwa lapho kwa6asekusa, nemisindo 
yokuhla6elela kwama6utho yaphela yayangokuya iphe
la. Ne~i~lo a6a?eyi6ase u6usuku 6onke nayo yaya 
ngokuya 1c1sha emmye yalalelwa ungwengwezi lomlotha 
lumhlophe olwayigu6uzela lwafihla amalahle a6omvu 
akade eqhakaze amalanga6i kusihlwa. 
. Wa6ona izi~si~wa zehla ngazimbili, nangazintathu 

z1ya emmfulem z1yogeza, ilanga lingakafudumali. Leli
langa kwa6asengathi kumuntu o6ukelayo, liyilanga 
~o?1s:cagco n?ma yilanga lomgido othize ngo6a zonke 
1zms1zwa zaz1phume ngemvunulo yazo ephambili zivu
nule ziconsa ngamasho6a nangeziqhova. Inye into 
eyayethusa umuntu athuke ese6uza ukuthi umshado 
onjani Iona ohlotshelwe yizinsizwa zodwa izintombi zi
nga6onakali. 

Kwathi lapho lifudumalayo ilanga i6andla la6uthana 
esigcawini ngaphansi komthombe omkhulu lapho 
uJo6e uqo6o lwakhe wayethethela khona amacala. 
K wakukhona amakhehla azinwele ezimhlophe ezilu
mp~pu~ ahlala aqoshame phezu kwezithende, anqu
m1se 1zagila zawo ngaphambili, athule athi nya. Uwa-
6one njalo elokhu ethinta enqulwini enyakazisa ama
sho6a ekhipe ithong~ane, athi ukuchathaza ugwayi 
awufake entshengulem ende ekhanya amanzi phakathi. 
Abeme njalo engakhulumi, amehlo elokhu njalo 
ephakama e6uza ethi : 

" Umtanenkosi kakaqhamuki ? " kuphendule omu
nye athi, 

" Qha, wena kaS06ani6ani, kodwa akusekude." 
A6uye ~6uy~le kuyo intshengula yakhe ayi6eke 

emakhalem, ayihogele umntwana wekhehla, ayidonse 
ngamakhala_ uze u6one izihlathi zi6a imiminqo zisho
~a phaka~h1; amehlo egcwala izinyembezi sengathi 
liyakhala 1khehla uthi lapho uli6uka kodwa unga6oni 
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lusizi e6usweni olu6anga lokhukukhala. Kuyiqiniso 
ukuthi usizi nenja6ulo yokwaneliswa kuyefana ngo6a 
koku6ili kuletha izinyembezi emehlweni ase6one ama
langa nezinyanga eziningi ziphuma, sihlephuka, zi
gcwala, zishona phansi entshonalanga. Kanjalo 
umntwana wekhehla waye6uya athathe intshengula 
yakhe esule izinyembezi ezehlayo, ahlale phansi athule. 

Kwakukhona khonalapho, izalukazi ezingasa6oni 
kahle emehlweni, zidondolozela ngezimboko zazo, 
nazo zizolalela ukuthi kuthiwani e6andla ngokufika 
kukaGodongwane nenkosi e6usayo uMawewe na? 
Njengo6a zona zazikhona mhla uGodongwane noTana 
6e6ulawayo. Zazinqakula ezinye zithi: 

"Nanso phela imihlola evela nezindlala zawoMadla-
ntule ", esinye sithi, 

"Wena ntombi kaS06ani6ani wake wezwa ukuthi 
umuntu ugwazwa ngejozi aphile? Ijozi leli nami 
ngilazi? Sengoke ngi6one." 

" Qha ! hhayi ijozi l'eli elisuke licitshwe insizwa ku
lezi engangizazi zakwaMthethwa kusa6usa uJo6e. 
Asazi phela kulezi zanamuhla ezimcimbi ngezitho 
njengodade-nje." 

Kuthe inda6a isahamba imnandi, namakhehla ehleli 
ebema, kwezwakala ngenhla kukhwuzwa kuthiwa: 

"Eayede, 6ayede ! " 
Kwasukuma na6ahlezi phansi kwaduma umuzi 

wonke kwayekwezwakala eziweni kude, kwa6uye 
kwathulwa kwathiwa cwaka. · 

Wehla uGodongwane ekakwe izinsizwa zekhethelo 
ezazigqoke imithika efanayo yezinyamazane zasenhla 
okuthiwa izinana6ahule, zehla zihamba zithule zinga
khulumi, kuphela zizwi6a imikhonto yazo, zihamba nge
zigi kuzwakala phansi ukuzamazama kuphela. Lapha 
e6andla kwakukhona isicheme sezinsizwa esasesi-
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lungis~ isihlalo .sikaGodongwane phakathi nesigcawu, 
kwath1 phamb1 kwaso kwa6akhona i6ala elikhulu 
elingahlezi muntu. 

Wehla uGodongwane ehamba kancane njenga6o 
6onke a6asuke 6ezizwa isikhundla sa6o ukuthi sipha
keme,. wahamba ebeke phambili engabeki nakancane 
ecele~1, wayewahlala phansi. Esehlezi, wonke umpha
kath1 . wa~~ala nawo wathula wathi nya. Kuthe 
kuse~Jal~ 1s1cheme sezinsizwa lesi esifike kuqala, kanye 
nalez1 ez1fika nenkosi, zema zathi klele phambi kuka
Godon?Wane, (phela owayese6ukeka njengenkosi) za
sha?'~ mkondlo yakwaMthethwa entsha eyayingaziwa, 
zay1smela 1:~e~dlam:1 eyayingazange i6onwe ngumuntu 
ngaphamb1h z1sho z1thi. 

" Singaze sishe ngezala-nje ngani ? 
Wo-iya, wo iya hhe I I 

Mlamu wami, wo, awungilamuleli ngani? 
WeNoyiya, weNoyiya hhe I I I" 

A6a6ekhona, a6ayixoxayo 6athi, zasho kwazama
zam~ umhla6athi, kwathi la6o a6a6emise uMawewe 
6ath1 ~ekunguyena 1:kosi ya6o kwaMthethwa, 6apha
thw<1: 1twetwe 6ath1 shelele sengathi 6ayozikhulula 
kanh sekungukunyamalala kwa6o. Izalukazi nama
khe_hl_a ezazingazange . ~iku6~ne lokhu zahunguleka 
za;,1k1~a ~mehlo za6uk1s1sa ezmye za6uzana zithi : 

N1th1 kusekwaMthetwa Bantu 6enkosi, asekufike 
mathongothize nje? " Ezinye zathi, 

" Qha, kasiphuphi, ngempela kusekhona kwaMthe
thwa, ku.guquka izithe6e ziyasi6ekelana, wena ntombi 
kaS06am6ani." 

Zi~ake 6ani i~insiz"".a, l~khu zagiya, zagiya zaye 
zath1 mba phans1 ngez1su z1memeza uNoyiya zesa6a 
ukuthi zizoze zishe ngezala uma a6alamu 6az~ 6enga-
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zilamuleli. Zathi zithula kwaphuma imbongi eya
yingaziwa lapha phakathi komuzi, kodwa kwathi lapho 
6eyi6ukisisa 6ayi6ona ukuthi iphuma ku6antu a6anga
phansi kukaMbangambi. Yaphuma. yathi q.ekelele 
eshashalazini. Eayi6uka ya6ukeka 1mbana n1e, ku
luzwambuzwambana lwendojeyana engathi isindwa 
nayizihlangu zayo. Yaphuma indoda yathi, qek~le~e 
maqede, yathi bububu ihawu layo, yadlala ~adlahsela 
yama yathi qikilili yakhipha ngo~lomo ya!h1 : 

"Namhla kusa enzansi ngo6a s16uthenen1e kungenxa 
yaleli izinyane lesilo eli6uye ekuzuleni sal~thuka .l~vuka 
imbedumehlwana okwesona, esithe thma es1h6one 
salemukela sanquma ukumiswa nokuvela kwalo pha
kathi kwomkhandlu kayise uJo6e. U6ani ongelamu
kele uma selifika liphahlwe uninalume uMbangambi 
o6elazi lincela, nalapho niligwazile ngemikhonto nina 
6akwaMthethwa 6o6ambo lwakhe kanti owakwaMba
ngambi walithola, waliyenga eli6opha amanxe6a emi
khonto yenu na? " 

Laphendula i6andla lonke lathi :-
" Eayede, 6ayede, akakho noyedwa ! " 
Wema umfo wakhona kusengathi aka6a6oni 6onke 

a6antu a6ahleli phambi kwakhe wa6ahula ngamehlo 
6onke e6a6uka e6acifela, kanti usengenwa ifundululo 
lezimbongi ezithi zihleli 6eziqu6uka okwemithon:ibo 
yezizi6a ephuma ekujuleni komhla6a ok~ngaz1wa 
muntu, kuthi lawo manzi aphume kuzo s1waphuze 
thina sintu esihlalele ukwenzelwa, sizwa kuphela 
u6umnandi 6awo. Waqhuma umfo wakoMbangambi 
wa6uye wathi ingani u6emude waphenduka umatinda
ne, kwathi ingani u6emu6i e6usweni waphenduk~ 
wahlo6a nga6o 1060 6u6i 6akhe ngenxa yamazw1 
omlomo wakhe, wathi, 

" Siyamusho thina esingamfeli mona sithi :-
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Fi/~'ekhaya wen'oth'uluGodo, 
Eathi .iayakugoqa wangagoqongana. 
V ul' amasango wen' oDingisiwe 
W af a wavuka njengedwangu.iane 
Wa.i'uSombangeya kaNda.ia. 
0th' etshelw' izinda.ia, angalaleli, 
Uyasuk' ugijimel' ehawini. 
I mpunz' evuke nomkhont' ema Wunzi 
Inyawoth 'emnyama, inguNofukuth'wayo, 
Khon' ungem.ion' ezula phezulu. 
UN ongqwash' o.iomvu, wawoHhawuyana, 
Oma.ial' azizinge sengath' a.iekiwe. 

!Zulu likaPhiko li.ianeka kanjani? 

U sahlul' amakhos' asohlangeni, 
Ngo.i'uye wavunula kwaMahla.ia, 
Ezinkumbini zamanzi, 
A.iaThembu .iaMweza 
Eaya.iasithela ngo Jama kaM nisi 
Kand'uku.ia: Ngujam'ezi.iayeni za.iathakathi. 

V unguza ngomoya wasemaM pondweni. 
N gathi ngisadl' ezinye ngadl' ezinye 
N ga.iuye ngadl' ezinye, ngadl' ezinye." 

~wa~e.akamthintil~ uMthethwa lapha ngo6a umfo-
kaz1-ndm1 wasuke wagiya, wasusa uthuli, wagiya kwa6a 
sengathi useyahlanya manje, noMthethwa wamvumela 
washo wathi, 

"Wadl'ezinye, wadl'ezinye." 
Wa~ya umfokazi, Bonke a6antu Berna 6amangala, 

6eng~z1 a6angakwenza ngo6a amanzi ayesefike emlo
nyem. Wa6uye wema umfokazi, noMthethwa wonke 
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wathula wonke wathula ukum6onga, wa6uye wathatha 
wathi :-

" Izinkomo za.iantu, zinenl~elenkele . 
Zikhungel'ingo.ie ngasemasho.ieni, 
Ilanga likaM adladla limdondoza, 
Liphume amakhwez' a.iikelana, 
Acij'amehlo, acima, 
NawakwaMtombase nakwaLanga," 

Washo maqede umfokazi wayewahlala phansi wa
thula. Umkhandlu wonke wathula wathi cwaka, 
noGodongwane wathi ukuthinta ~sip~uku sesil? aye
sembethe, wasimama ngenduku (1sag1lana esas16azwe 
kahle) ngesinye isandla ephethe ihawu elincane wasu
kuma wakhuluma wathi :-

" Nina 6endlu ka6a6a uJ o6e, nani 6esi6aya esikhulu 
saseEalungwini, ngiyakhuleka, ngini6ingelela." Wath
ula umphakathi wathi cwaka kwangak~wehlela. namu
ntu oyedwa ezixukwini ezazihleli phans1 phamb1 kuka
Godongwane. Naye wa6uye wathat~a izinyathelo 
eya phambili sengathi uca6anga ukuth1 a6antu 6aka
yise a6amuzwa, wa6uye wakhuluma. 

"Ye6o nina 6omuzi ka6a6a uJo6e, uyakhuleka 
uGodongwane enamdingisayo, ose6uya nam~a ese~g~
siye uGodongwane kodwa eseguquke wa6a uDingi
swayo kaJo6e. Ngifikile ngizothatha um6uso ka6a6a, 
ngiwuvuse, ngiwakhe." Wa6uye wathula -~Godo
ngwane wathatha ezinye izinyathe~o za6amb1.li zaBa
ntathu, eyaphakathi nomphakath1, sengath1 ufuna 
ukuziwa. 

Kuthe kunjalo kwasukuma omunye phakathi kw~-
sixuku umnumzane ohloniphekileyo wakhuluma wathi, 

" y ;Bo wena wohlanga siyezwa, futhi sesiBonile 
ngempela ukuthi uzothatha umBuso wesizwe sika-
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Yihlo. Sizokwazi ngani ukuthi ngempela unguGo
dongwane kaJ o6e ose6uya namhla esezitha igama 
lokuthi uDingiswayo? " 

K wavela mveli-thize yathi, 
"Hhayi wena hlala phansi, umtanenkosi aqede 

akhulume." A6anye 6avusa ukuxokozela, uGodo
ngwane wema, wa6a6uka 6onke a6antu, waphenduka 
wahamba kancane eqonde kwelinye icala, kwa6uye 
kwavela omunye wathi, 

"Uqinisile wena, sizokwazi kanjani ukuthi ngempela 
yizinyane lenkosi?" Kwavungama umphakathi wonke 
uthi, 

" Nempela, nempela kunjalo." 
Wa6ona uGodongwane ukuthi izwi lamadoda liyi

qiniso, wathi ku6o, 
"Mhla ningigwaza laphaya esi6ayeni sika6a6a, na

ngi6eka inxe6a lapha emagxala6eni ngawa ngivuka 
nalo ngaze ngatholwa yintombazana yakwethu uDi
ngiwe yangitoto6isa yaze yangi6eka kwamalume 
uMbangambi-uphi yena "? Washo lokho waqalaza 
ezixukwini, uMbangambi wasa6ela wathi, 

" 13ayede ! " 
Uku6'asho njalo wasigumula isiphuku emahlombe 

akhe wasibinca, ne6ala inxe6a la6onakala liyisigqa
bolozi esicwe6ezelayo likhanyiswa yilanga. Wema 
waphenduka nomkhandlu wonke 6aze6ali6ona lelo
nxe6a, wayesekhuluma ethi, 

" Onga6oni makeze azidelise ngokuliphatha." 
Kwa6uye kwasukuma omunye wamakhehla wathi: 
"Siya6ona, wena wesilo. Pho, umfowenu Iona, 

uMawewe uzokwenzenjani na? Lokhu phela thina 
kwathi si6ona uyihlo egqa6uka sa6eka yena, uMawewe 
Iona. Ku6e kodwa phela uyihlo eliphumesele eloku
thi uGodongwane akafanga." 
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Lahlala phansi ikhehla, noGodongwane owayelalele 
naye wa6uye kwa6a sengathi uyahamba iyasondela 
ngasekhehleni, wayesekhuluma ethi: 

"Muletheni lapha uMawewe kanye nezinduna zakhe, 
ngikhulume naye." 

Kwa6uye kwathula kwathi cwaka; omunye we
zinduna zaso Yengweni wasukuma khona manjalo waya 
esigodlweni esasihlonyelwe ama6utho a6elokhu e6ekwe 
ngayizolo kusihlwa. 

K wathi emva komzuzu waqhamuka uMawewe eha
mba nezinduna ezimbili elandelwa ngamakhosikazi 
akhe; wafika wema phambi kukaGodongwane. Wa
phenduka uGodongwane wakhuluma naye wathi: 

"Wena Mawewe, nginenda6a nawe mhlawumbe 
umphakathi lo, ongayaziyo. Okokuqala wena unyoko 
ulotsholwe ngezinkomo zendlu yakwethu. Akunjalo 

;> ,, na. 
Waphendula uMawewe wathi; " Kunjalo." 
"Sengihambile ngi6ulewe ngu6a6a, ngashiya lapha 

ekhaya udadewethu uDingiwe, inkosazana yakwethu 
eyodwa. Wena u6uwazi kahle ukuthi uDingiwe we
shelwa uZwide wakwaNdwandwe nokuthi uDingiwe 
akamfuni lomuntu wakwaNdwandwe." 

Waphendula uMawewe wathi : 
" Qha mfowethu, uZwide akuyena umuntu, yinkosi 

yakwa Ndwandwe." 
" Noma eyinkosi, engenkosi, uDingiwe u6engamfuni. 

Pho, ungakwenza kanjani uku6a wena phakathi 
komkhandlu u6ophezele udadewethu ngenkani uku-
6'ayogana uZwide na? " 

"Nga6ona ngo6a engekho umuntu angase agcagce 
kuye amfanele njengo6a eyinkosazana yenkosi," ku
phendula uMawewe. 

"Enye inda6a yile," kusho uDingiswayo. "Wena 
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njengomfowethu, okunye unjengesichaka sakwethu 
ngo6a unyoko ulotsholwe ngezinkomo zikamame. 
Unyoko u6ekhonze kwethu, nawe-ke ukhonze kimi. 
Pho, ungakwenza kanjani uku6a usuke uyokweshela 
intombi yami, uNo6antwana udadewa6o kaZwide, 
Iona osumganisela udadewethu ngenkani? Intombi 
uyazi kahle ukuthi ithanda mina, kodwa wena u6ene
si6indi, sokuyeshela na? 

"Ngangingazi ukuthi ithanda wena, mina nga6ona 
intombi-nje ngayeshela njalo ngo6a ingezoshada na
muntu." 

" Usukhulumile, Mawewe," kusho uDingiswayo. 
"Kawazi yini ukuthi kulomhla6a wawodade kukhona 
izintombi ezingathandi ukushada, ezize zife zingazange 
zishade na ? Ingani singa6afana khona lapha kwaku
khona oDanisile, noQo6ekile na6anye, a6a6engazange 
6ashade ngisho nokuqoma kodwa lokhu? Pho, 6eku
zoqala ngalawamantombazana ukuthi maka6oshelwe 
emgcagcweni engathandi? Ukhona, khona lapha ko-
6a6a a6ahleli phambi kwami owazi umthetho woku-
6ophezela in tom bi emgcagcweni? " Washo ephenduka 
ebeka amadoda ayehleli phambi kwakhe, kodwa aku
phendulanga namunye. Kwathula wonke umkhandlu 
wathi nya. 

"Wenake Mawewe uzo6a isifundo sa6o 6onke a6aveza 
imithetho yo6utha esizweni sika6a6a. Kanye nezi
nduna zakho, yifa nokufa." 

Waphenduka uMawewe umqondo wakhe usangana 
waqalaza sengathi ufuna a6okumlamulela wamemeza 
wathi, 

"Uphi uSiqongo, naye usengishiyile?" Wathi esho 
njalo wahlusula umkhonto kumuntu owayeseduze 
wanikela kuDingiswayo owayengazelele, wathi uya
wuphisela, kanti enye insizwa kulezi ezazimphahlile, 
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kade iwuphe6ezile. Enye yamthatha yam6eka phansi, 
aka6uyanga wadikiza uMawewe ~h~na l~p~~ e6andl~. 
Wafa kanjalo uMawewe okwath1 mgaru 1zmto sez1-
mmele ngezinyawo ndawozonke kodwa wang~~la 
isi6indi sikayise, wawa naye enikela e~aza oyis1tha 
kuye, owayesefike wazomemunca ud1wo ayesepha
kelwe kulo. Eamthatha uMawewe 6amphonsa nga
phandle komuzi kanye neziz:iduna zakhe a6azi6ulala 
khona manjalo, kwasala a6es1fazane 6odwa. . 

Kwasondela umphakathi nezinduna zonke e6esez1-
khulile kuMawewe zazoxhawula isandla sikaGodo
ngwane zikhombisa ngalokho ukuthi n~mpela ziyamvu
ma ukuthi uyinkosi yazo nalo lonke 1zwe lakwaMt?e
thwa. Kwa6uthana umhla6a wonke uku6a kwenz1we 
umkhosi kwamenywa nasezindaweni ezikude uku6a 
rnhla k~f'inyanga izwe liyolungisela ukukhuphuka 
lize eEalungwini. 

Nempela a6antu 6ahlokoma macala onke_ 6evung~ma 
ngenda6a eyenzekile nangesimanga sezmto ez1fika 
noGodongwane, ngo6a, ngaphandle kwenjomane le~~ 
eyayethusa a6antu 6engazange 6ayi6one ngaphambili, 
wayephethe um-bobo wonyazi lwezulu. Lorn-bob~ 
wawuthi 6ani, 6esekuduma umhla6a wonke, kuth1 
lokho o6ekuqondaniswe nawo kuhhithike phans~ kufe. 
UGodongwane wa6akhombisa kusa ngakusasa mdlela 
yoku6ulala inkomo nga~haz:idle k~ku6a kuphathwe 
umkhonto. Inkomo yayikh1shwa 16ekw~ eshashala
zini, yena aphume n~m-bobo we~~u, ay1~hombe_ k~
dume inkomo iwe, 1fe. Ngalez1zimangaliso uDmgi
sway~ wa6a ngumuntu ~wesa6ekayo, kwathi na6o 
6onke a6ancikene naye, 1kakhulu uJevuza noMba
ngambi kanye nendodana yakhe u Vuk~~· na~any_e 
engingena ku6a6ala, na6o 6angenwa y1s1th~z1 es1-
thize. Esa6o isithunzi kaku6anga esokuxofosana na-
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6ant~, 6a6aphathe ngolunya nokuziphakamisa phezu 
~~es1zwe sonke sakwaMthethwa; kodwa 6agcina 
1s1khundla sa6o ngokwalusa a6antu a6angaphansi 
kwa6o 6anga6avumeli 6azenzele ngokuthanda. 

Ekulungiseleleni umkhosi woku6ingelela uDingiswa
yo, k~a~eny~a ~onke izinduna uku6a iyinye induna 
1l~the 1zmka6i ez1khuluphele zi6e ngashumi, ngashu
m1. Yonke intsha yezigodi ngezigodi i6uthane, kodwa 
kungahlonywa zikhali ngo6a em6uthanweni onjenga
lona a6antu 6a6engase6achukuluzane 6agwazane nge
mikhonto lapho utshwala se6ungene emakhanda a6o. 

K wakhiwa umuzi omusha wagudlulwa kancane ku
lowaya wase13alungwini owawakhiwe nguyise uJo6e. 
N awo futhi Iona wanikezwa igama lokuthi kuse13a
lungwini, kwa6uyiswa uMbangambi emzini wakhe wale
th~a lapha ekhaya uku6a azo6a ngumluleki, namehlo 
n~_zmdle6e zenkosi, . kwathi u Vukani indodana yaha
IlJ1SWa yona uku6a 1yovusa umuzi omdala oYengweni, 
k~ngafo kodwa ngumuzi wama6utho njengo6a kwaku
nJalo kuJo6e, kodwa ku6e yisidlavela somuzi omkhulu 
onesifazane nezingane ezikhula khona. 

Lapha e13alungwini uJevuza kaNtonteyana wanike
zwa m?1u yakhe _ngaseSangweni ngo6a wayeyinyanga 
yomuz1 neyenkos1; kodwa enalo ilawu la~he lokuhlala 
phakathi kwesigodlo eduze nezindlu zenkosi. 

A6anumzane 6aphuma 6ahlwayela kufunwa izinto
kazi zekhethelo uku6a zizohlo6iza uyengo olusha luka
Dingiswayo, nempela emva kwamasonto ama6ili kwa
hlokoma esigodlweni senkosi, kuhlokoma izintokazi 
e~i1:1zim~k~zi, nezin~okazi _e~impofu ezikhehlele phezulu 
z~bmce 1m1t_s~a; ezmye z1bmce amatete noyaca olune
zmsephe ez1diye wonke umzimba kwesiphansi, kwase
k~hlotshi~wa ngo6uhlalu o6u6omvu no6umhlophe. 
Iz1tho zaz1hlo6a ngamaxu6e enziwe ngotshani 6ensinde 
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6aphothwa kanye no6uhlalu ikakhulu o6umhlophe. 
A6uye afakwe nasezingalweni a6ekelane phezu kwa
manye. Ezinye izintombi zazingeluki lapha ekhanda 
kodwa zazinqunywa izinwele zidiywe isihluthwana nje 
ngenhla kwendle6e, khona zizokwelukwa zenziwe isi
lu6a 6esezithi, yethe, zivala indle6e, nazo futhi zifakwe 
amathonsana o6uhlalu o6u6omvu no6umhlophe. Enta
nyeni zazifaka izi6e6a nezi6ende eziluhlaza nezi
mhlophe. 

Kwakunje-ke uma wawungase uthuke u6ona e13alu
ngwini ngemihla kaDingiswayo. Wakhetha omakoti 
6akhe a6athathayo kodwa wenqa6a uku6a omunye 
walezintombi a6e yinkosikazi yomuzi ngo6a umphe
fumulo wakhe wawunamathele kuNo6antwana udade
wa6o kaZwide inkosi yamaNdwandwe. Wayeli6ele 
kakhulu ukulungisa izinda6a zom6uso kayise isikhathi 
engenaso sokubekisa amehlo ezintweni zenja6ulo nezo-
6usha, kodwa amehlo enhliziyo yakhe ayenga6oni 
lutho ngaphandle kukaNo6antwana. 

Ngakhoke wathi uku6a athole isithu6a wa6iza 
udadewa6o uDingiwe wazokhuluma naye ethi : 

"Dadewethu, Dingiwe, manje izinda6a ekade zidi
ngisa umphefumulo wami sengiziqedile, nokwena6a 
sengingasengikwenze.'' 

"Ngiyejabula uma izitha zakho ungasazesa6i, nami 
sengiqala ukukhululeka." 

"Pho, ungaya wena kwaNdwandwe uvakashele 
uNo6antwana, uyongikhonzela khona? " 

Waphendula uDingiwe wathi, " uyashesha uku
khohlwa, mfowethu, ngo6a khona manjena nje kade 
uMawewe engiqhukuluzela kuZwide ngenkani sengathi 
ngizomthanda uma sengimganile." 

" Usuca6ang'ukuthi uma eku6ona uqhamuka, use
yoku6opha ngenkani athi mgane ? " 
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"Qha wena wakwethu, angesa6i Zwide yena luqo6o 
lwakhe, kodwa kukhona umuntu engimesa6a nge
mpela osemzini wakhe manje." 

Wamangala uDingiswayo ezwa intombazaza ya
kwa6o ikhuluma kanje, wayi6uza futhi wathi, 

"Ngaseku6e ngu6ani yena lowo? " 
" UMawewe, u6enenduna yakhe lapha, okuthe lapho 

ese6ulawa yona yasala kwathiwa iyafunwa, kuze ku6e 
namuhla kayi6onaka1i nempela. Ayikho enye indawo 
enga6a1ekela kuyo ngaphandle kwakwaZwide, ngo6a 
yiyona e6'ihlangene noMawewe ukungichilizela ku
Zwide." 

"Kungase ku6e yiyo lena uMawewe akhale ngayo 
wathi kanti nayo isimshiyile na? " ku6uza uDingi
swayo. 

" Y e6o, ukhale ngoSiqongo. USiqongo igama le
nduna leyo." 

" Pho ingakwenzani-nje nempela? " 
Intombazana yaxwayisa amehlo yathi, "kawumazi 

uSiqongo. USiqongo unenhliziyo embi, emnyama, 
ezondayo, engathetheleli. Mina nawe kuyena ngeke 
sithethelelwe. Lapho ekhona uyolinga ngamasu onke 
uku6a asizingele ngazo zonke izindlela angazithola." 

"Ngiyezwa, dadewethu, impela kuyangena ezindle-
6eni," kusho uDingiswayo. 

"NoNo6antwana uqo6o lwakhe usengozini. Mina
ke uma ngiyakhona angangi6ulala nokungi6ulala; 
ngokungidlisa noma angilalele endleleni mhla ngithi 
ngiya6uya, angijuqajuqe ngomkhonto." 

"Kuso6a1a, ntombazana, ngiyezwa." Washo uDi
ngiswayo umqondo wakhe washona phansi wayoca-
6anga izindlela ezinye zokuhambisa kwakhe um6uso 
uma ezo6a inkosi egameni ngempela lo6ukhosi. 

ISAHLUKO VI 

IzINSIZWA zazibema amagudu azo esigcakini sase
Dlovunga, umuzi omkhulu kaZwide, namaNd.wandwe. 
ULanga uyise kaZwide wayesand'u~ufa .n~wowonk.e 
umse6enzi wokum6uyisa wasewenz1we, 1zmto sez1-
hamba ngesandla sikaZwide. 

ULanga Iona okunguyena yise kaZwide wayezalwa 
nguLudonga kaMavuso okwathi. ngesi~ha~~i soku6uz~ 
kwakhe kwavela izinhlangothi zaz1mb1h phakath1 
kwamaNdwandwe. Lezizinhlangothi zavela kanje. 
UMavuso wayengumfowa6o kaManukuza, kwenye 
indlu, kodwa kuyise munye. UMavuso noManukuza 
a6akhula 6a6anga u6uduna kuyise uMkhatshwa lokhu
ku6anga kwa6o kwagcina ngokuchitheka kukaManu
kuza na6a1andeli 6akhe. Sekuyisikathi eside kwehlu
kanwa inzalo yalezizelami yaqala uku6ungazana ngo
kuvusa u6uhlo6o o6udala. Langa-thize amantomba
zana akaManukuza athwala amago6ongo otshwala 
awayisa koMavuso enkosini. Phakathi kwalaw'ama
ntombazana kwa6akhona eyakhiwa inkosi uMavuso, 
wayeshela yaze yamvuma. Ngenxa yokwesa6a ihlazo 
lokuthi umkhaya waganiselana na? Kwavunywa 
ukuthi a6akwaManukuza a6aguqule igama noma isi-
6ongo sa6o ku6e nga6akwaNxumalo. Nempela kwe
nziwa lokho, laguqulwa igama, kwavela amaNxumalo 
lawa anamuhla. 

Noma kusenje inka6a yona yayikhuluma ngo6a 
ezikhathini zempi amaqambi oma6ili a6esizana anga
yekelelani nezitha. Yingakho nje a6akwaNxumalo 
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Banesithakazelo sakwaNdwandwe; uthi noma uthatha 
owakwaNdwandwe naye abeke kwaNxumalo ngesi
thakazelo, lokhu kusuka kudaladala kusa6usa amakhosi 
a6o ohlanga, oManukuza noMavuso. 

Sithe, izinsizwa zazihleli esigcakini zibema amagudu 
azo, zitshuma amagwe6u ampofu enhlaBathini okuthi 
lapho eqhuma u6one kuphafuka intuthu kuwona. 
Kwakuxoxwa ukuma kwezizwe phakathi kwenhla6athi 
yakwaNdwandwe njengo6a ngalesosikhathi wayenga
ziwa omunye okunga6izwa ngaye umhla6athi Iona 
osuwaziwa ngokuthi owakwaZulu namuhla. 

Kwaxoxwa, izinduna zezinsizwa zi6eka izikhonkwane 
zamaNdwandwe zizisusa eMfolozi emnyama ngase
Ningizimu kuda6ule kuqonde oPhongolo ngaseNya
katho. 

Empumalanga zazisuka olwandle phansi ezihla6a
thini zalo, izikhonkwane zibeke eNtshonalanga, 6angazi 
kodwa ukuthi 6angazinqanda-phi ngo6a njengoBa 
uMalusi umfowa6o kaZwide kwenye indlu wakhomba 
wathi: 

" Niya6ona-nje ukuthi aBakwaKhumalo nezinduna 
za6o se6ekhulile na6o se6enamandla, nama6utho a6o 
avivekile? " 

Wasuka omunye wathi: 
"Akulutho lokho, sifika sinyathele phezu kwa6o 

6alale phansi njengotshani." 
" Usho njalo kambe wethu? " ku6uza omunye 

owayelalele. 
"Sengishilo. Kusho thina 6awo6ani kanti? " Ya

·sho insizwa yathinta ihawu layo eceleni, intuthu 
yensangu ephuma ophondweni lwenka6i yaphuma 
yafuquka njalo, namanzi phakathi kwegudu wawezwa 
ekhala phakathi, ekhala phakathi ethi, Qhoqhoqhoqho. 

Phakathi kwazo isinsizwa kwakukhona uZwide 
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uqo6o lwakhe encike eduze komfowa6o. Wa6uza 
uZwide kuMalusi wathi : 

" Mfowethu uthini nga6antu 6akwaMthethwa? Le
mihlola okukhulunywa ngayo wonk'umhla6a kuthiwa 
Godongwane ufike nayo, namandla okudumisa izulu 
li6ulale noma yimuphi umuntu, uthini wena ngalokho? 
Ingani kulo lonke izwe, lisuka phansi elwandle liye 
lishaye eMaNgwaneni nasemaHlutshini kwaziwa thina 
na? ", kukhuluma uZwide kuMalusi. 

"Ye6o uqinisile nfowethu," uyaphendula uMalusi. 
Ese6uya eqhu6eka ethi : 

" Pho, uca6anga ukuthi singenzenjani? " 
"Mina ngi6ona linye iceBo mfowethu. Noma umu

ntu esenamandla anjani kuhle umthumele inyoka 
iyom6ulala, imBulalele endlini lapho engabeke ngozi 
khona," kusho uMalusi. 

" Angizwa Ndwandwe ukuthi uqondisa ukuthini 
ngalokho," kusho uMalusi. 

" Kanti usengumntwana yini? " 
" Usho ngani? " ku6uza uMalusi. 
" Kawuyazi inyoka e6ulalela umuntu endlini engazi 

yena ukuthi udliwa yini? " washo wahleka uZwide 
wam6uka umfowa6o uMalusi. Zonke izinsizwa zazi
bema, kuthunqa intuthu nakho konke ukuja6ula noku
bina kwentsha kwakulapha phezulu. UZwide nomfo
wa6o 6a6eseceleni inda6a ya6o ingezwiwa muntu. 

"Qha6o, leyo nyoka kangiyiBoni," kusho uMalusi. 
"Kawazi ukuthi lentombazana yakwethu uNo6a

ntwana ithanda khona komkhulu uGodongwane uqo6o 
lwakhe na? " 

" Qha, Ndwandwe, ngiyakuqa6uka ezindle6eni zami 
lokho," kusho uMalusi. 

"Bekake, ngizothi kuyona mayihambe iyogana 
kwaMthethwa ilindeni lapha na? Ngokwenza kwami 
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kanjalo ngifuna intombazana iyogana, iveze u6ungane 
phakathi kwami noGodongwane kuze angangithathi 
ngezimpi zakhe ngingazelele." 

"Ngiya6ona, Ndwandwe. Ye6o ngiya6ona," se
kusho uMalusi. "Uya6ona nje ukuthi a6akwaMthe
thwa la6a 6emi kahle? Eahlangene noQwa6e, ngo
kusho njalo ngisho uZulu o6uswa nguSenzangakhona. 
Noma phela amaZulu lawa engelutho phakathi kwale
zizizwe ezigudle uMfolozi, uya6ona-nje ukuthi 6anesi-
6indi so6uthakathi ngo6a 6agwaza 6afele khona, 
ka6afulatheli ? " Kusho uMalusi kuZwide. 

"Phela yingakho ngingathandi uku6a ngiqale ngo
kuxa6ana na6akwaMthethwa ngo6a ngesa6a isidleke 
seminyovu, funa si6uye ngami ka6i." 

" Ngalelice6o lokuganisela uGodongwane ngodade
wethu ngiqonde uku6a kuthi noma yena esefa ngi6e
namandla oku6a ifa lakwaMthethwa ngilithathe nge
nxa yokuthi ngiphathele umtakadadewethu." 

" Kangi6oni lapho ngo6a 1.1Godongwane ngaseku6e 
useganiwe nakalokhu," kusho uMalusi. 

"Ngineqiniso lokuthi akakaganwa ngo6a inda6a 
yakhe yaziwa intombazana lena." Kuthe kunjalo 
kwezwakala inceku ingqongqoza ifuna inkosi. Eayi
vumela uku6a ingene. 

"Eayede ! " Yasho yaguqa phansi ngamadolo oma-
6ili. Eayi6uza 6athi, " Yini? " 

" 0 ! nina 6ohlanga ! ngithunywa amakhosikazi 
enkosi uku6a ngi6ike uku6a uMaguduza uyagcwaneka, 
kade kulingwa uku6a a6anjwe kodwa aka6ambeki 
esifu6eni sakhe kukhuluma izilimi. Izanusi ezaziyo 
zithi ungenwe ngamandiki." Yasho yaphela umoya 
inceku, sengathi kayizange iphefumule ngaphambili. 

Ukuphela kwayo umoya kwakuhlangene nephika 
kusengathi lomuntu kade egijima efuna ukuzo6ika 
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lenda6a. Sekuhlangene futhi novalo lokwesa6a inkosi 
ngo6a ezovela phambi kwayo, wa6ukeka sengathi 
uyaqaleka, 6ashesha 6a6iza enye yezinsizwa uku6a 
imthathe lomuntu imphuzise amanzi. 

Lomehlo woku6a ku6ikwe indodakazi yenkosi uku6a 
iyagcwaneka noku6a nakhu umuntu efela phambi 
kwenkosi, kwaveza ukunyakaza ku6o 6onke a6a-
6ehlezi esigcakini kubenywa, kwa6onakala ukuthi kaku
sekho kuja6ula phakathi komuzi waseDlovunga. 

Wasukuma uZwide nomfowa6o uMalusi 6eqonde 
ngasesigoldweni sa6antwana 6enkosi, 6athi 6engakafiki 
khona 6ahlangana nesinye isigijimi sathi : 

" Eayede, Qha, ngithunY've kuwe wohlanga uku6a 
ngikutshele ungethuki kangako ngo6a izanusi zithi 
uMaguduza ungenwa idlozi elifuna uku6a ku6ulawe 
inka6i emnyama yikhona ezosanguluka aqale noku-
phiwa imithi." . . . 

Inkosi kayinakanga yaphikelela phamb1h ukuyoz1-
6onela ngamehlo umhlola owenzeka ekhaya layo. 
UMaguduza kwakungunontandwase kaZwide, ku6ona 
6onke a5antwana 6akhe. 

Wafika maqede wam6ona elele phansi ethe ja. 
Wam6uka ephefumulela phezulu okwenka6i igwazwe 
ngomkhonto yawa phansi, kuthi ma iphefumula ku
phume igazi ngenxe6a, uyizwe i6u6ula njalo ilele. 
NoMaguduza wayephefumulela phezulu ngomlomo ku
phuma amagwe6u esifu6eni sakhe ku6ekhona njalo 
izinto esengathi ziyagqigqizela zi6anga umsindo. 

Nempela isi6onakaliso sokungena kwamandiki ku
muntu kuzwakala kuqala imisindo esifu5eni somuntu 
kuthi uma izangoma nezanusi zisho ukuthi lowo muntu 
ungenwa ngamandiki, sekukuphela njalo, sekusho uku
thi lowo muntu seziyamthatha a6engomunye wazo 
akhulume naw kuphela, aphathwe yizo. Lowo muntu 
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useyingozi ezihlotsheni zakhe akusafanele noku6a zi6e
zisamuthintha. Ziya6uka-nje, aze elashwe yila6o 
a6abekene namandiki. 

K wa6akukhulu ukuda6uka komuzi waseDlovunga 
ngoMaguduza owayethandwa yi6o 6onke. Izanusi 
zamt?atha zahamba naye, zafuna inyongo yaleyo 
nkafo emnyama eziyi6izile, yikhona zizoqala ukubila 
imithi yokwelapha uMaguduza. 

Kakuthathanga zinyanga ngaki kwaqala ukuzwakala 
ukuthi uMaguduza kuthe nalapho izangoma zimfaka 
phansi ezizi6eni ezingakhali selesele uku6a ayofuna 
unamba ehlala phansi ekujuleni kwamanzi, wangena 
uMaguduza wayewa6uya nayo eyiphethe ngesandla 
ithambile, ingenamandla okumluma. ' 

Uvalo olwaqala lwashaqa a6antu 6onkc ngokunge
nwa amandiki kukaMaguduza lwaphenduka lwa6a 
ukuthokoza okukhulu kwakhula lapho izinda6a zoku
gila kwakhe imilingo nokulutha izinto eziningi, zanda 
nomhla6a wonke. Wabula phakathi kwesidlangala 
ngelinye ilanga e6iziwc uku6a azokhombisa ukwazi 
kwakhe, wathi : 

" Hi, hi l ngiyezwa" lasho ihlom6e lathi, 
" Yizwa mngoma kungawe, yizwa sithole seDlo

vunga. '' 
Waqhu6eka wathi, "ngiyezwa, futhi ngi6ona kuza 

kude indoda." 
Lasho ihlombe lathi, qhaka, qhaka, nezixuku zathi · 
"Yizwa mngoma." ' 

. Wangenwa ngumoya wamandiki wamhlanyisa, wa
sma wakhala ezinikiza, wa6uye wakhuluma wathi, 
. " Lendoda eyezizwe, iza iyagijima, iqonde lapha, 
1zothwasisa nami. Ha!" Washo lelizwi maqede, 
wema wahleka, na6antu 6a6ona ukuthi lentombazana 
kayiyodwa, ina6aphansi ngo6a ikhuluma na6o kuthi 
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noma Bona 6akoNdwandwe 6ekhona 6eyizixuku kodwa 
kayi6a6oni kayi6ashayi mkhu6a. 

Yahleka intombazana yathi, 
"Ha! ngi6ona ihlakaza izizwe zomhla6a, ichela 

ama6utho ka6a6amkhulu ngezintelezi eziyokwenza 
izimbemba zemikhonto noma i6enyezela kodwa kazi
nakungena enyameni yalawo ma6utho." 

Wathi lapho esho njalo ihlombe lakhala ngamandla 
kwasuka amashinga phakathi kwezinsizwa agiya ena
nela lesosikathi sokufika kwalendoda, nalapho ama
Ndwandwe eyohlasela ahlule izizwe zonke. 

Wathi esho lawamazwi kwezwakala izinsizwa zishaya 
amahawu, lapho a6anye 6eshaya ihlombe 6eqala uku
zwa kubulwa izinto ezinje kunoku6a kubulwa a6atha
kathi. 

UZwide wahlala phansi wezwa inhliziyo yakhe 
igcwala umoya wo6uqhawe nokunqo6a, wa6ona iMfo
lozi emnyama neMfolozi emhlophe igcwala amakhanda 
ezinsizwa zezizwe ezazingathandi ukukhonza kwa
Ndwandwe zibeke yena njengenkosi yazo. Waphonsa 
amehlo 6uqamama eNingizumu wa6ona amaZulu nezi
cocwana zawo, na6akwaMthethwa neZulu lawo lika
Godongwane, wa6ona a6akwaMpanza na6akwaMa
hla6a na6asemaMbatheni 6eguqa phansi kwakhe 6e
khothama 6ethi, 

" Ea yede ! " 
Wfrphenduka wa6uka ezintuthwini zaseNtshona

langa lapho wayengazange ayekhona oKhahlamba 
ezinta6eni ezihlala izichwe namambuka ezizwe za6a
Shunto a6akhuluma ulimi olushwa6ene, wazi6ona 
ekhula ngamandla endodakazi yakhe uMaguduza. 
Pho, uGodongwane wayengu6ani lapho wayengase 
amesa6e na? Uma imizimba yama6utho kaZwide 
ingenakungenwa yimikhonto ngenxa yamakhu6alo ne-
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zintelezi zikaMaguduza naleyo ndoda ayi6ona uma 
eshaya amathambo akhe phansi, pho yini engenza 
anga6i inkosi yomhla6a na? Wahleka uZwide wa
thatha iwisa lakhe wasukuma, walandelwa yizinduna 
zakhe wayewangena endlini . 

Esengene endlini waqala ukuca6anga ukuthi nga6e 
lendoda ngu6ani, nokuthi iyofika nini eDlovunga. 

Wa6iza udadewa6o uNo6antwana wathi makale
thwe kuye, nempela 6amletha. Wafika kuye wathi : 

"No6antwana, hamba uyogana lapho uthanda 
khona. Ngiyazi ukuthi uqonde ukugana kwaMthe
thwa njengo6a sengizwile. Angithandi noku6a uze 
weqe 6aku6uyise se6ekuqhu6a ngezinkomo zelo6olo. 
Thatha amantombazana owathandayo ezindlini za
kwethu ungathatha uZenzile wakwa6o mfowethu uMa
lusi. Akunjalo mfowethu? " Washo ebeka kuMa
lusi, waphendula uMalusi wathi, 

"Kunjalo." 
UZenzile Iona, naye wayeno6uhle 6akwa6o ethatha, 

noNo6antwana engenzi lutho. 
Nempela intombazana i6ona indlela elula yokuyo

ziganela, kayiphendulanga lutho yaphindela esigo
dlweni yayo6opha yakhetha izinceku ezazizoyophele
kezela kanye noZenzile. Eaphelekezelwa yizinsizwa 
zaye za6alunguzisa ngasezinta6eni ezibekene naseEa
lungwini, za6uya zaqonda ekhaya. Indlela yayiyinde 
ngempela ithatha amalanga ama6ili, nokho amanto
mbazana aye afika lapho eya khona. 

Ngemuva kwalokho uZwide esengenwe iqunga loku
nqo6a izizwe wahlasela a6akwaKhumalo, wathumela 
i6utho lakhe amaNkayiya uku6a ayobubisa amaNgwa
ne namaHlu6i kude eNtshonalanga. 

Nempela kwa6a njengo6a efisa ngo6a amaNkayiya 
a6uya eqhu6a imihlambi yezimkomo nesifazane esasi-
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thunjiwe uku6a sizonikwa inkosi. UZwide wazizwa 
ekhula e6a ngumuntu ongelinganiswe ngisho nomfo
wa6o uMalusi. 

Kwenzenjani ngoNo6antwana noZenzile namanye 
amantombazana na? 

Ye6o kwafikwa eEalungwini lokhu nakhu zonke 
izitha ezaziyingozi enkosini sezasuswa zagoduswa, 
umuzi usumkhulu usumangalisa. 

UMawewe kwathi langathize kwamenywa umkha
ndlu uMawewe wa6ekwa amacala ama6ili : elokuqala 
uku6a wacinga ukudingisa umtanenkosi uku6a aga
nele kuZwide ngenkani, noku6a wahlala esihlalweni 
so6ukhosi singamfanele. Ngalawo macala wafanelwa 
ukufa, nokufa. Se6efika-nje oNo6antwana la6a izi
nda6a zemi6ango kade zadlula. UGodongwane selu-
6uya uthando lwakhe ikakhulu e6ona isikhumba lesi 
sesilo asi6ulala kudala wasithumela kuNo6antwana. 
Phezu kwalokhu wathatheka kuZenzile owathi ngoku
zitho6a kwakhe nangendlela yoku6uka kwamehlo akhe, 
nokubinca kwakhe, wahluka kwa6anye. UGodo
ngwane kwa6a sengathi uphonsiwe ngoZenzile waduma 
naye njalo. Kwa6aso6ala ukuthi kuzo6a nguyena 
uNtandose nanjengo6a lapho izinkomo sezishaywa 
ziqhutshwa yizinceku ziyiswa kwaNdwandwe, kwa6e
kwa nezinye eziyakuMalusi zikaZenzile, kanye nalawa 
mazwi: 

"Nazo ezelo6olo likadadewenu engim6ambile uku6a 
a6e ngumkami kanye noNo6antwana. Wangehlula 
nami ngamehlula." Nangemuva kwalokhu uGodo
ngwane wayelokhu ethumela izipho zezinto eziningi 
kuMalusi, ngalendlela kwavela ukungezwani okukhulu 
phakathi kukaMalusi noZwide. 

Njengo6a uMalusi ethandwa, etuswa nguGodongwane 
wodumo, pho, kwakungaya kanjani uZwide ongemdala 
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kuye, noyinkosana kunina, naye uMalusi eyinkosana 
kunina; kwakungaya kanjani ku6e nguyena udumo 
lwakwaNdwandwe oluphumela kuye kuphela na? 
Lenda6a yamse6enza uMalusi kakhulu, enhliziyweni 
yakhe kwavela u6utha o6ukhulu, wazonda uZwide 
ngenzondo eso5ala ngo6a waqala uku6a neqembu la6a
landeli 6akhe a6akhuluma into ecatshangwa nguye 
kangango6a umuzi waze wehlukana phakathi kwafa
nela uku6a uMalusi aphume eDlovunga ayokwakha 
owakhe umuzi. 

UZwide kakumphathanga kah\e naye, uku6a ezwe 
imimoya yokuthi udadewa6o uNo5antwana uncintelwa 
nguZenzile kwaMthethwa, sekunguyena Zenzile osengu
Nontandwase kwathi uNo6antwana wabuntsha. 

UZwide waqala ukuchaka uMalusi ukuthi nguyena 
ongene phakathi kukaGodongwane noNo6antwana, 
wathi uNo6antwana lo ukugana kwakhe kwaMthethwa 
kumumethe u6u6i ngo5a, ngaye-nje kuphela umfowa5o 
uZwide unamandla okuphengula wonke um5uso ka
Mthethwa awuguqulele kuyena. Nempela naye uZwide 
wakhumbula ukuthi lenda6a yoku6a udadewa6o ayo
gana kwaMthethwa into ayeyisophile wayi6umba 
nga5omu, futhi wayikhuluma kuMalusi. 

Pho, kuzokwenziwa njani na? 
UZwide wa6ona ukuthi uMalusi uyingozi, wathu

mela amaNkayiya akhe uku6a ayoqeda umsindo nga6u
suku 6uthize, nempela kwathi kusa umhla6a wa6ona 
amazala namaziko lapho ngangayizolo 6ekukhona 
inxuluma elikhulu. Akakho owa6uza omunye ukuthi 
umuzi kaMalusi ushonephi na? Amadoda a5amba 
imilomo, amanye wawa6ona etshatha izagila emhlane 
efulathela ngo6a ayesewazi umsindo phakathi kukaMa
lusi noZwide. 

UGodongwane wayezokwenzenjani na? 
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La5o a5a6alekayo 6aluqondisa enzansi eNingizimu 
ukuyophephela ezandleni zikaGodongwane. Izinda6a 
zagijima ngamandla zafinyelela ezindle5eni zikaGodo
ngwane owamangala kakhulu. UZenzile kuthiwa wa
khala lonke isonto ezivalele kwakhe engafuni uku6o
nana namuntu ngisho inkosi uqo6o lwayo. Mhla ifika 
ingena ngenkani uZenzile wazilahla phambi kwayo 
wathi, 

" Hhawu, ngomtaka6a6a ukufela u6ala, mina ngi
njengo6a nginje, ngingenzenjani? " Washo ephaka
misa izingalwana zakhe ezazimbozwe yisikhumba 
esihle esihlotshiswe ngo6uhlalu o6umhlophe no6u6o
mvu, kwavela phansi kwesikhumba izingalo ezitha
mbile ezingenamandla okulwa kodwa ezinamandla 
okususa enhliziyweni yesilwi lelo thuku elenza wonke 
umuntu wesilisa ahlikihle izinduku athule izinhlangu, 
aphume ayokulwa angafulatheli isitha, kunoku6a 
abekane nalezozingalo. Uthi e6uya ukuzobekana na
lezo zingalo a5e enqo6ile, ku5e yizo ezimamukelayo, 
zimphathe amanxe6a esitha ziwasule ngisho a6ese
xhixha etshutshumba, konke kuphele, kusha6alale 
ngenxa yalezo zandla. 

" Pho, ngizokwenzenjani ngomtaka5a6a? " 
Wa6uza uZenzile wakhala izinyembezi zakhe zawela 

ezandleni zikaGodongwane wathi uyamduduza ngoku
mphatha, wakhala ngamandla amakhulu, izinyembezi 
zawela nasezinyaweni zenkosi, nayo ya6ona ukuthi 
kakusizi lutho kufanele ithule. 

uGodongwane wamshiya khona lapho uZenzile wa
phuma, wathi esemnyango wema, wahlangatshezwa 
nguNo6antwana wathi kuye, 

" Ngingakwenzelani? Yini laphaya kwadadewethu?" 
" Kanti kawukezwa, noma uyazi6uzisa ngo6a ufuna 

ukungigcona? " Washo uGodongwane wadlula wa-
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mshiya khona lapho uNo6antwana waqonda elawini 
lakhe. Wafika khona wahlala phansi waca6anga into 
angase ayenze. Kuthe kunjalo kwafika uVukani 
wangena wathi : 

" Eayede ! " 
Wathula uDingiswayo, wam6uka nje, wa6uye wathi 

uVukani, 
" Eayede ! " wahlala phansi. 
"Kwenzenjani Vukani, mtaka-malume ? " Wa6uza 

uDingiswayo. 
" Qha6o, nkosi ngisuswa isililo sikaZenzile, inkosi

kazi, nayinda6a lena engiyizwayo yoku6ulawa komne
wa6o uMalusi." 

"Wena osondelene na6antu a6ake 6a6onana amehlo 
namehlo nala6a6antu a6avela kwaNdwandwe kuthiwa 
yini isizathu? " 

"Kangizwa kahle nami ngo6a a6antu 6asethukile 
a6akukhulumayo kusahlukene," kusho uVukani. 

"Kodwa izinhlamvu zokwenza kukaZwide zithini? " 
" Eesekukhona uku6anga nokungezwani phakathi 

komuzi eDlovunga, njengokusho kwala6a 6antu," 
kuphendula u Vukani. 

" Isizathu yini ? " 
" Isizathu nguwena, Nkosi." 
"Yimi ngani, lokhu kangikaze ngiyekwaNdwandwe 

mina? " 
" Kuthiwa nguwena ngo6a kuthe kuzogana lapha 

ekhaya uNo6antwana ephelezelwa ngudadewa6o Iona 
uZenzile , wena wafika wenza intandokazi ya6a ngu
Zenzile." 

"Pho, lokho kuhlangene kanjani noku6ulawa kuka
Malusi? " 

"Kawu6oni yini nkosi, ukuthi wena uthanda 
uZenzile, uZenzile ngowa6oMalusi; ukuthi Malusi 
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kuthiZenzile. Ngenxa yalokhu kuvele ukungezwani 
sengathi uZenzile ukudlise ngomuthi; umuthi Iona 
ewuthatha kuMalusi," kusho uVukani. 

"Sengiya6ona," kusho uGodongwane sengathi aka-
lalele, wa6uye waphinda wathi, 

"Ngiya6ona, ehhe, kuyangikhanyela manje." 
Waphendula uVukani wathi, 
" Inda6a siyizwa injalo, ngala6a 6antu a6afikile 

6esinda eku6ulaweni." 
Wathi uDingiswayo : 
"Eiza omunye wa6o, umlethe lapha ." Waphuma 

uVukani washesha, wasala yedwa uDingiswayo eca6a
nga ngezinto azizwayo. Amehlo akhe abeka emnya
ngo wendlu yakhe wa6ona kude enzansi ilanga lithi : 
totototo selikhanyisa izinta6a ezikude, iSandlwana. 
Kwakungathi ekhanda layo lenta6a (noma ngamanye 
amazwi, esiqongweni seSandlwana), kukhona isicoco 
esimhlophe kanti inkungwana ewele phezulu. Nge
nzansana uDingiswayo wa6ona umhlambi wezinkomo 
udla utshani 6enta6a. Izinkomo zazidla zigudla ama
hlathi. 

Amehlo akhe a6uya azobeka endlini lapho wayehleli 
khona, wa6ona u6unono 6oku6ekwa kwezinto endlini. 
Emsano kwakukhona amacansi akhe esongwe izithu
ngu ngezithungu njengo6uhle 6azo, kwathi phezu 
kwawo kwa6ekwa iziphuku zakhe zokulala, zishukwe 
ezikhumbeni zezinka6i nezezinyathi. Ecaleni kwaku
khona imigqiki yokucamela i6azwe ngomuthi yenziwa 
imilenzana emine ema ngayo. 

Wa6ona no6unono 6okuhamba kwegcema elali
thunga indlu leyo noku6ekelana kwezithungu, esinye 
phezu kwesinye, wathi umca6ango wakhe usaqhu6eka 
lapho, kwezwakala izigi ngaphandle, zasondela kwaze 
kwangqongqozwa emnyango, kanti sekunguVukani. 
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Kwathi uku6a 6ahlale phansi uDingiswayo wa6uza 
wathi kuVukani. 

"U6ani Vukani owakha lendlu na? " 
Wathi u Vukani, 
"Kangazi ngo6a ngithe ngifika lapha ngivela oYe

ngweni, ngayifi.ca lendlu iyintsha ingakalali muntu." 
Kwa6uye kwathulwa kwathiwa nye. 

" Nguwena mnumzane ofi.ke uqhamuka eDlovunga 
kwaZwide?" 

"Nkosi, yimi, wena wohlanga." 
" Uzofunani lapha? " 
"Wo, 6a6a, ngifelwe izwe, ngizozilahla kuwena 

ngicela indawo ngikhonze." 
" Uzwe kuthiwa a6antu 6ami 6ayehluleka yini uku

ngikhonza ? " 
Yaphendula indoda isithithi6ele sengathi iphethwe 

amakhaza. 
"Qha6o, 6a6a, wen'owakhula sili6ele ezweni la6a

khomba ngeminwe phakathi, thina sidl'izinko6e; ngi
khulekela i6ala lokugxumeka ikokosana, ngishumek'i
khanda, mina nedlanzana engifika nalo kuwe." 

" Kant'ufika na6antu, uzohlal'uhlale ungivusele 
um6ango, ufune ukungisusa esihlalweni sami, kanti 
mina ngisa6usa? Wena uzongena lapha kwaMthc
thwa ukungi6umbel'umnyama ngithi ngiyathuka se
ngi6ona ngengumbeqe? Ninjalo nina Bantu 6oku
tholwa." 

" Hhawu, kahle, wena wohlanga, ungi6ona ng1y1-
mpunga nginje. Ngosithathaphike lesosikhathi soku
gqinqa a6antu umoya onjalo? Ngiyakhuleka kuwe :-

"'Zulu lika Phiko, li6aneka kanjani? 
Lenzani elikaSombangeya liaPhiko ? 
LiliaSombangeya kajooe?' 

.. 
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Ngifelwe ngumhla6a, a6afazi 6ami na6anta6ami, 
nemfuyo yami yonke isel'emuva, ngifika nginje, ngiya
thazela ngaphandle kwesihlangu sami nemikhonto. 
Ngithole wena :-

" ' Sombangeya kasoz' atshelwa-ndaoa 
Uyatshelw' izinda6a ugijimel' ehawini .' 

"Ngithole wena :-

, M punz' evuke nomkhont' ema Wunzi, 
Nyawothemnyama, uNofukuthwayo ! ' 

" Nga6e 6a6a, ngiyakukha ngokwakithi j:(waNdwa
ndwe, pho, ngihla6a izihloko engizicaphume emilo
nyeni yezinceku njengo6a ungi6izile nje." 

"Uyangahlula uma ungimemeza ngezi6ongo ezinje, 
u·ngikhumbuza umkhonto owangena lapha," 

Washo ekhothama ethinta emhlane wakhe uDingi-
swayo. . 

"Nami ngaxoshwa emzini ka6a6a ngeqa ngithwele 
umkhonto emahlombe, ngazuliswa umhla6a wonke 
ngingumhamb'uma kant'ekhaya kukhal'izinkomo ku
yadliwa, kuya6uswa, kukhona izintombi ezinhle ezi
savuka ekuseni namago6ongo zokukha amanz'emmfu
leni zi6uye zinik'amanzi a6anewa6o 6ageze, 6adle 
6esuthe. Hhawu khehla, wen'ongikhumbuza u6a6a 
ozala mina, ungihla6'enhliziyweni, xoxa isisusa sakho 
konke okukuletha lapha. Wena Vukani, 6iza 6onke 
a6ezinsizwa zamaNkayiya 6eze lapha, 6azofunda oku
yikhona kuqondwe ngokoko uma 6ethi : 

" Ukuhamba kuzal'induna." 

Nempela wathi nyelele uVukani lasala i6andla la
thula, nenkosi yathula. Eonke 6ashaqeka. Lasuka 
ikhehla njengo6a 6eliguqile, laqoshama lahlala phansi. 
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Zangena izinsizwa ngazinye, ngazinye zifike zikhuleke 
zidlule zihlale laphaya nalaphaya, zonke zazingaphethe 
nduku, ziza-nje zivathazela. 

" Qha, khehla, namp'a6afana ozo6axoxela ukuhamba 
kwakho." 

Nempela indoda endala yaqala yathi: 
"E, mphakathi kaJo6e, nani sizwe sa6akwaMthe

thwa. Ngilapha-nje, ngi6ekwa ukuhlupheka. Ngi
qhamuka le, eNyakatho kwaNdwandwe, ngifelwe 
mina, na6antu la6a engifika na6o." Lasho ikhehla 
lathula kwasengathi liyaca6anga kanti lisathatha 
ikhefu. 

" Kwakungolwesine oludlule lapho u6uthongo 6uzu
nge umuntu wonke emzini omkhulu kaMalusi umfowa6o 
kaZwide. Sezwa kukhonkotha izinja ngokwelelesela, 
esikhundleni soku6a ziqonde phambili zazi6alekela 
emuva sengathi lukhulu ziyalwesa6a. Njengamadoda 
saphuma sonke ukulunguza. Sa6onani? Sa6ona izi
dlodlo zikhephuzeliswa ngumoya wokusa lona oshaya 
uma sekuthath'ukusa; sathi ukukhothama sigema nga
mehlo ukuthi nga6e yini, kanti a6antu, yimpi ihlome 
iphelele. 

"Kwathi kunjalo kwakhala umlozi ngakweny'inxa 
yomuzi, kwasekumemeza omunye wala6a6antu 
wathi: 

' Luhlangene.' 
"Nonke njengama6utho amadala, nezinsizwa ezihla-

6anayo niyazi ukuthi lokho kusuke sekusho amatha
mbo amhlophe noma ku6ani. 

" Nathi sathathela phezulu izihlangu sagwaza, sa
gwaza, kwangagwazeka. Sahlehla impi yasicindezela 
ezindongeni zezindlu zethu njengo6a yayisifohlile otha
ngweni. Laphoke wezwa sekukhala isifazane sonke 
ngamazwi engisawezwa ezindle6eni zami nanamuhla 
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lokhu sengathi a6afazi 6ami 6ayangilandela 6ekhala, 
6ethi: 

" Maye, maye, ngafel'u6ala weyise kaS06ani6ani. 
" Pho, sasisekhona yini isikhathi sokwenzani? Sa

gwaza sehluleka, 6aze6asikaka gembeqe, lapho umuntu 
akasa6oni nowaku6o. Uthuli lwase luqonge phezulu, 
a6anye se6eshisa izindlu zethu nakho konke esinakho. 
Nathi sathi sethuka sasi6ona isikhala sokuputshuka, 
saputshuka sa6aleka sacasha emahlathini angaseduze 
nasemakhaya. 

"Lapho ke, nina 6akwaMthethwa, mina nganginge
dwa ngilunguze ngekhanda, ngoBa enzansi kwaseku
ntwelile ilanga selizophuma. Izigi namazwi a6antu 
ayegcwele ezindle6eni zami, kuthi lapho ngicashe 
khona ngethuke sekuthi mangi6aleke sengathi 6akho
na a6angixoshayo; kodwa ngiqunge isi6indi ngihlale." 

l3onke a6a6elalele 6a6ethule sengathi ka6ekho enku
ndleni; kodwa phezu kwa6o 6onke kwakuthule inkosi 
uDingiswayo kaJo6e, yena lenda6a owayeyithatha nge
zinhlangothi eziningi njengo6a ukuhlupheka kwalo
luhlo6o wayekwazi, futhi eqonda okungaphezulu 
kwalokhu okwakuxoxwa yikhehla leli. 

"l3anta6ami, ngezwa ukugquma kwa6aningi 6egqu
nyiswa amanxe6a aBawathole kuliwa, a6anye 6eqa
ngqalazile sekade 6afa kodwa amehlo a6o uwa6one 
evulekile ebeke phezulu nemilomo selokhu ikhamisile 
ngenxa yokuxega kwemihlathi yangaphansi. A, yikho 
ukufa lokhu I ", lasho ikhehla lakhohlwa ukuthi likhu
luma phambi komphakathi, nakulomphakathi kukhona 
inkosi. Banke kulona 6aphenduka a6anta6alo, kwa6a
mnandi khona lokho naku6o, a6a6elalele. 

"Ngacasha lapho, laphuma ilanga, ngawa6ona ama-
6utho eklaya ithafa eya eDlovunga ethwele ikhanda 
likaMalusi ngo6a uZwide lo, wayefuna uku6a azidelise 

II 
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yena uku6a uMalusi ufile, kusale yena yedwa. Nga
ngilele ngithule ngithe nya, ngathuka sengikwesika
Badakazi. 

"Ngangingazange ngilale ngenxa yokulwa noku6a
leka. Kwa6ekangishilo ukuthi hlwathi ngezwa senga
thi ukhona umuntu ongi6amba engigamfula isisu nga
vuka kancane, okokuqala ngavusa ikhanda, ngavula 
amehlo, hhau, nga6onani? U6a6'angi6one wemamba 
yehlathi emnyama yayihamba phezu kwami. Masinya 
ngezwa umzimba ugedezela uthi, dluku, nemamba 
yema, yathula, yashaya ikhweli. Lokhu kwangiqa
phelisa ukuthi uma ngike ngathi nyaka, izogadla. 
Ngathula ngaqinisa umzimba, lapho amakhala ami 
asegcwele uswela lwayo imamba njengo6a thina 6azi
ngeli imamba siyizwa ngoswela lwayo siyi6alekele. 
Ngathula ngaqinisa imihlathi nayo imamba yema 
khona lapho kayanyakaza sengathi iya6ona ukuthi 
kangisilo ugodo yona e6ithi iyalweqa. Emva kwesi
khathi nga6ona izinhlendla zayo ziqoqana zi6ophana, 
ngacimeza, ngezwa ihululeka inyi6a, izinkathankatha 
zayo ezicwe6ezelayo. Ngalala, ngathula. Yikho-nje, 
6anta6ami ningi6ona ngimakhekhe6a nomzimba wami 
we6uza, yisihlungu saleyo nyoka." 

"Ngavuka ngaqaphelisa amakhambi ayengase angi
size, nganqampunqampuna ngadla. Emve kwalokho 
nga6ona la6a6antu engifike na6o lapha ekhaya, na6o 
6engitshela eza6o izinhlupheko zokubujiswa kwemizi 
ya6o, kwa6a imfanayo. Savumelana uku6a size lapha, 
nempela nakhu sesifikile. Sikhuleka kuwe wena thole 
lesilo, e6esingathi thina 6akwaNdwandwe: 

' UGedlembana wezimonqo, 
UN kom' ekhal' ihlahlelwa ka J o6e, 
I nkonjan' egwaz' a.ielungu, 
uHhiya ko6anani?' 
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Siyakhuleka thina zilahlwa, mihamb'ima, engena
ndawo neyokucasha." 

Lasho ikhehla lathula lalokhu libeke phansi, selokhu 
liqalile ukulandela inda6a leyo. K wathula nasesi
gcawini kwathi cwaka, uDingiswayo wavusa ikhanda 
wa6iza omunye wezinduna zakhe uMlangeni wathi 
kuye: 

" Mlangeni," waphendula wathi, 
" Eayede ! " 
" Thatha la6a6antu, 6akhathele, u6agcine kahle, 

mhla se6eqinile namanxe6a a6o esepholile, u6anike 
indawo phakathi kozalo lwakho; a6a6izwe ngawe 
6akhonze kimina ngawe, u6avusele imizi ya6o 6ande, 
njengani nonke. Lapha kwaMthethwa yilona khaya 
lawoLahliwe. Kanjalo umuzi wakho Mlangeni igama 
lawo lizo6a kwa ... "Ngatholwa." 

Eaphuma 6ahamba 6onke 6elandela uMlangeni kwa-
sala inkosi nezinduna. Wa6uza uDingiswayo wathi : 

" Nithini mphakathi na? " 
UMphakathi wathi, 
" Asazi nkosi." 
"UMalusi Iona, u6ulawela mina ngo6a ngimthanda 

engumlamu wami, nango6a udadewa6o e6usa lapha 
eEalungwini. Akunjalo mphakathi? " ku6uza uDingi
swayo. 

"Ye6o kunjalo wena weLanga." 
" Ngakhoke ngizothuma izigijimi ezimbili, ziye 

eDlovunga nalomyalezo : 
"Uthi uDingiswayo kaJo6e kuwena Zwide kaLanga 

um6ekephi uMalusi? Kufuneka umkhiphe um6eke 
emehlweni a6antu 6am6one ehamba ngezinyawo zo
zimbili, uma kungenjalo ukhuni oluthezile lunenkume. 
Nanko umyalezo wami. Nithini nina 6akwethu nani 
mkhandlu wonke." 
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Kwathulwa kwathiwa cwaka ngo6a 6onke 6a6azi 
ukuthi lawamazwi amumethe igazi eseligcwele okufanele 
lichitheke liphinyiselwe ngaphandle. Kuphela into 
owawunga6ona 6eyenza, wa6ona amadoda ekhwica 
imilenze, enyakama, ethatha amashungu ogwayi echa
thaza ebema sengathi akalalele kanti ezwa yonke into. 

"Wena Vukani, khetha izinsizwa ezimbili ezikwazi 
ukugijima nezinesi6indi zihambe ziyothula lom6iko 
kuZwide khona manje," kusho inkosi kuVukani. 

Kanjalo uVukani wafika wakhetha izelamani zikaSa
vela wakwaMahlase amagama azo nanka : Omdala 
kwakunguQedizwe, omncane kunguZwela6o. Zaqha
muka zema pambi kwenkosi, zakhuleka, zanikwa um6i
ko lowo, zatshelwa uku6a ziwuphinde kaningana ngezi
nhlamvu zawo zonke, zenza njengo6a zitshelwa, za
khuleka, zahamba. 

Ingani a6antu 6ahamba ekuseni uma 6ehamba izwc 
elikude ikakhulu uma indawo ikude, kodwa lezizela
mani zaphuma zahamba lapho ilanga li6antu 6ahle. 
Uyise waphuma waziphelekezela ephethe isagila, nesa
lukazi esingunina naso sagaxa isiphuku saso emhlane 
saphuma sayoxhawula. Lapho uZwela6o em6ona uni
na esondela kuye kwehla izinyembezi zawa phansi nje
ngo6a amanzi ewa econsa esigujini esivuzayo. 

Wakhala kodwa izinyembezi akazisulanga eme
hlweni, zehla, zawela ezihlathini zakhe waxhawula 
kunina, wafulathela wahamba elandelwa umfowa6o 
omkhulu. Eahamba kodwa ilanga lashona ngapha
mbi koku6a 6asithele ezinta6eni. Lapho 6alala khona 
kasazi, nalapho 6a6ethola khona ukudla kasazi, kodwa 
6ahamba nomyalezo lowo wenkosi. 

ISAHLUKO VII 

" PHUMA siphume mfo kaMalume, Vukani. Phuma 
uyongikhombisa ama6utho aseviviwe enziwa . iziga6a 
ngeziga6a," kusho inkosi ikhuluma no Vukam okwa
kunguyena nduna yakhe kwezom6uso. Eceleni na6o 
kwakuhamba umfo kaNtonteyana uJevuza. Waye
hamba njengomuntu ohluphekayo ongenasikhundla 
phakathi komuzi wenkosi, kanti nguyena du owaye
phethe impilo yenkosi ezandleni zakhe. 

"Uthini mfo kaNtonteyana ngalezizinda6a ezizwa
kala macala onke? Athini amakhu6alo akho Vondwe 
lomhlanga " ? . 

" Zinyane lesilo lawamakhu6alo akasho luthi, aya
ngicashela. Kodwa kwengiku6one kusihlwa ngama
phupho nangamathambo, ngi6one uSiqo_ngo e6aleka 
engishiya ngeju6ane wayewangena ~waZw1de. Mtane
nkosi nawe uyazi ukuthi uZwide ng1mzondela okokufa. 
Kanjalo noSiqongo, ngangimcifela amehlo elapha pha
kathi komuzi ngo6a nguyena ongomunye wala6o a6a6e
funa ukususa ikhanda lakho khona mandulo," kusho 
okaNtonteyana. 

Eahamba 6ekhuluma Baze 6afika lapho kwaku
vivinywa khona ama6utho, eseklele 1:geziga6a zawo, 
ukufika kwakhe uDingiswayo wa6ona mdlela yokulwa 
kwesizwe sakwaMthethwa, silwa, kuthi wonke umuntu 
athathwe yisi6indi sakhe alwe aziphonse empini yezi
tha ngo6a efuna udumo ku6e ngolwake. Zazikhona 
iziga6a zokukhula kwa6antu kodw~ kuthi laph? ~e6e
khulile kunga6i 6ikho ukuhlangamswa kwalez1z1ga6a 

II I 
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zi6e ngama6utho oku6uthwa. Iziga6a zokuzalwa izi
nsizwa zazizahlukanisa ngoku6a zikhumbule ukuthi 
"Mina ngelusa nosi6ani6ani," nezinye izinto ezinjalo: 
Emva kokwalusa kayikho into eyayihlanganisa izinsi
z:,va zesifunda senkosi, zi6umbeke zi6e muntu munye, 
z16e nozwelano lo6uzwe. Izigodi ngezigodi nazo zazi
~langana_ ngo6a_ ikhona into ezizoyenza nanjengo6a 
1khona mtomb1 egcagcela endaweni ethize. Uma 
kunjalo izinsizwa nezintombi zazihlangana zikhethe 
oligag~ phaka_thi kwazo, owazi uku6a asine ingoma, 
akwaz1 nokuz1qambela amagama okusina namahu6o 
azohaywa uma sekuqhudelwana a 6akomtwana na-
6akomyeni. Nanso kuphela into eyayihlanganisa a6a
ntu ngezikhathi zikaDingiswayo. 

Ekufikeni kwakhe waku6ona lokho wangakuthanda. 
lkakhulu lapho ethuma izinhloli ezinxeni zonke zo
mhla6a oseduze wa6ona ukuthi yena njengomncane 
noyingane emakhosini ezizwe ezazimkakile kwaku
fanele aqine aqambe ukulwa okuhle nokusha okungathi 
ngakho ahlule izizwe eziseceleni kwakhe. Yena waye
phakathi kwesidleke semivi engatinyelwa afe noma 
ngayiphi inkathi. 

Wareseyalile u~u6a ku6uthwe zonke izizwe ezinga
phans1 kwakhe z1lethwe zonke izinsizwa namabungu 
ayengase akwazi uku6amba umkhonto alwe. Kwathi 
yileso nayileso siga6a wa6eka phezu kwaso induna noma 
igosa Jaso. Yileso nayileso siga6a sasivunula ngokufana 
kusuka phansi kuye kushaye phezulu. Amahawu 
ayefana onke ngemi6ala nangokusikwa. 

lndlela yokulwa yaguqulwa. Uma impi ihlasela 
yayimisa isizinge esinezimpondo ezimbili. Izimpondo 
lezi kwaku6a amaqhawe angahlehli uma sekuku6i, 
nawo aphaswe yila6o a 6angahlehli njenga6o. Phaka
thi nohla esifu6eni sohla kwakufakwa futhi a6aziwayo 

J 
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6esekuthi kwezinye izindawo ku6ekwe a6angesi6o 
amaqhawe kodwa na6o a6alwayo noma 6engakahla-
6ani kangako. Igosa laliphahlwa ngamaqhawe apha
kathi noma Iona lingaphandle lihola kodwa lali6a
phakathi lapho linga6onwa noma ngu6ani, kuthi nento 
eliyimemezayo izwakale kulo lonke uhla. Nakhona 
lapha, igosa lali6a ngumuntu oligagu likwazi ukuhaya 
ingoma kuthi lapho sekuzoliwa igosa liqale ihu6o 
okuliwa ngalo, zilithathe izinsizwa lapho imikhonto 
uyi6one i6enyezela phezulu elangeni kukhonjwa phansi 
nasemaceleni, nasesibakabakeni njengo6a ihu6o liqu-
6uka izinsizwa zilaµmkela zilimungunya zizezilihayele 
okoku6a zithukuthele nawe ongahlomile uzwe utha
tha isihlangu kanti qha, uphethwe usinga lwehu6o 
lezinsizwa. 

Sezilingene ihu6o igosa seliqala ukuphuma lisho isaga 
se6utho lalo zonke izinsizwa zisamukele isaga zisisho, 
zisisho, 6esekuphuma amaqhawe kuphela agiyele isaga 
leso. Laphoke zonke izinsizwa sezijuluka, ku6e yila
pho zithathela phansi zihamba ukuyohlanga6ezana 
nesitha. Kwakunjaloke ngezikhathi zikaDingiswayo 
Kodwa yonke lento akayiqedanga ngelanga. Kwatha
tha isikhathi eside, neminyaka. Izinsizwa uku6a 
zahlukaniswe kwase6ufaneni kuthi lapho zingena 
u6unsizwa zahlukaniswe namakhaya azo zihlale u6u
mpohlo, kazikuthandanga lokho. Kukhona eza6Jle
kayo zashiya zayoqala enye inhlalo kwamanye ama
khosi, nezinye za 6aleka njengoSiqongo. 

A6afana 6a6e6uthwa 6engamabungu 6axoshwe ema
khaya mhlawumbe izinyanga ezintathu, ezine, nezi
yisithupha, kuthiwe ma6asuke emakhaya 6ayohlala 
endle lapho 6ezozicingela khona ukudla; 6azakhele 
amadlangala; 6afunde ukuzingela nokukhanda ngisho 
nemikhonto. Iningi lalifunda ukwakha noku6aza iza-
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gila nokugawula izinduku zidiywe. Amagama emithi 
yezinduku a6afana 6a6eyifunda lapha ukuthi lomuthi, 
umsimbithi, ithambo, umnwe6a; lonake inqayi, umnu
nguma6ele, isiphampatho; lowayake idle6elendlovu, 
umazwenda, uqhume. Lesisikathi kwakuyisikhathi 
sokufunda nokufundisana ngo6a phakathi kwala6a6a
fana kwaku6akhona njalo izingcweti ezikhethwa yi
nkosi uku6a zibeke a6afana la6a kukho konke a6akwe
nzayo zi6afundise kanzima, zi6adinda ngenduku. 
Uma umfana eyigawule ka6i induku wayefundiswa 

. ngokudindwa, noma engakwazi ukuchopha izinyawo 
wayeyiswa ingqwele emmfuleni im~ake phakathi ema
nzini, ithathe itshe noma limahhadlahhadla ingqwele 
imkhuhle ngalo. Ukuphuma kwegazi kwakunga
shaywa mkhu6a. Kanjalo nokufunda ukuhlamba 
emanzini a6afana 6a6efakwa ngenkani ominzayo ami
nze akhishwe ngo6a esequmbile amanzi angena nga
makhala nangomlomo. Ukukhishwa kwakhe, a6e
kwe ngaphandle esihla6athini ashaywe kuso isisu lesi 
ngehla6athi amanzi aze aphume onke, uyavuka lapho 
uyaphuphutheka u6uhlungu. 

Akakho umuntu okwakukhalwa kuye kukhaleke, 
ngo6a kwakunganakwa muntu. Ukulamba lonke ila
nga kwakuyize, kwakungumdlalo. Kwakudla la6o 
a6a6eyizinkombi, namaphisi. Uma umngane wakho 
es~ye ungceda nanahlukaniselana naye, nawe mhla 
u6ambe i6uzi umkhumbule. Izingu6o noma iziphuku 
zokulala zazingekho ; kwakusizakala la6o a6a6egwaze 
inyamazane 6ayihlinza 6athole isikhumba, sokulala. 
Ngakhoke wonk'umfana wayeqikelela ngokwamandla 
akhe ukugwaza noma unkonka khona kothiwa mhla 
ku6uywa ekhaya a6e nesiphuku sakhe asikhombisa 
a6aku6o. 

Ukudla okunye ikakhulu kwasemasimini 6a6eku-
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thola kanzima. Izikhathi zoku6uthwa kwa6afana 
6ezijwayele ukuqondana nokukhihliza kwehlo6o khona 
kothi lapho ummbila uvuthiwe ku6e 6ona 6esaxo
shiwe njalo. Ngakhoke 6ekuthi e6usuku a6afana 
6asakazeke 6ehamba 6egaqa phansi, 6ecasha ngezi
hlahla, 6esondela emasimini asevuthiwe agcwele um
mbila nemfe. Ukufika kwa6o khona 6a6ezifulela 
njengoku6ona kwa6o 6agawule imfe a6angase 6ayi
thole. Khona e6usuku lapho 6akhukhuse ngezama
bu 60 6aqonde lapho 6akhe khona amadlangala a6o . 
Ingomane yomlilo yayivutha kuze kuse kosiwa um
mbila ngo6a amaviyo lawa ayelambile. Ngesikhathi 
umlilo usakbiblika a6afana 6a6eklenyeza imfe a6anye 
izandla sezi6omvu zigxiza igazi 6esikwa amakhasi 
amazele emfe. Akakho owayenaka igazi kupbela 
okwakungena emlonyeni. 

Uma kwenzeka uku6a omunye a6eyivaka kangango6a 
a6anjwe esathi uye6a, waye6anjwa ngisho insimu ku
ngeyakwa6o, a6anjwe adindinywe ngezinduku noma 
eshiywa ena6alele khona lapho kwakunga6i nda6a 
zalutho. La6a6afana 6a6ephathwa njengezilonyana 
6efundiswa 6onke u6unzima a6angase 6ahlangane 
na6o uma se6e6uthiwe se6elwela inkosi. Nokulwa 
6a6ekufunda okokuqala ngokutshelwa uku6a 6akhe 
amahlamvu emithi 6awa6ophe 6ese6ehlukaniswa 
iziga6a ezimbili 6atshelwe uku6a 6alwe. Ea6esha
yana aze amahlamvu aphundleke a6e izinswa6a, 
6eshayana ngawo; ziphele izinswa6a kusale izinduku 
i6e isaphathene. Ngemuva kwala6a6afana a6alwa 
ngamahlamvu kwaku6akhona a6anye a6akhethiwe 
ngenxa yokwaziwa isi6indi sa6o uku6a 6aphathe izi
nduku 6abeke a6ahleblayo 6a6amele 6a6ashaye 6a
qonde phambili. Zinhlangothizombili 6a6eshaywa. 
Ukuhlelwa kwa6o lapho 6ezokulwa 6a6e6ekwa njengo-
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kuma kwempi yoqo6o, ku6ekhona izimpondo ezimbili 
eziholwa a6akwaziyo ukushaya induku kuthi lapha 
phakathi esifu6eni sayo impi ku6ekwe a6aziwayo futhi. 
Ealwa njalo a6afana la6a a6abince lutho ngaphandle 
kwezinenyana zotshani a6anye ka6agqoke lutho nge
mpela. Kwakuthi impi isiyekiwe ngo6a a6anye se6e
phelelwe izinto zokugadla u6one la6a a6angazi uku
vika se6eluphumpu u6uso 6onke ngenxa yamahlamvu, 
nezinduku zi6adlile. A6anye 6aye6egcwele amaphu
phusi emakanda, a6anye 6evaleke amehlo, na6anye 
6opha amanxe6a. Akakho owayekhala nowayezwa
kalisa ukuzwela u6uhlungu, 6onke 6a6ehleka amagqu6u 
engavunyelwe. 

Kukho lokhu kuphuma kwa6afana kwakuyisifundo 
esikhulu. Njalo ngakusihlwa a6afana 6a6ehlangani
swa emlilweni 6afundiswe izaga ze6utho la6o njenga
lesi : 

" Shioedabe, hha ! Sa/Janikwa; 
Ea.ialeka, ba . . . zi . . . zi . l 
E1nva, ngcindezi ... zi ... zi . . zi." 

Izaga 1.e6utho zaziqalwa emlilweni a6afana 6azifunde, 
kuthi lapho 6ezisho kusihlwa kunyakaze amahlathi, 
neziwa. Izaga lezi kwaku6a enye yezinto okugcinwa 
ngazo. Khona lapho 6elu umfana oligagu lokukhulu
ma u6emiswa isi6indi soku6a akwazi uku6ongela 
ama6utho; nala6o a6angamagagu engoma 6a6enikwa 
ithu6a khona emlilweni uku6a 6aqambe amagama oku
ngasinwa ngawo. Eekuthike lapho sekufundwa izi
nyathelo zengadla, lowo oqambe ingoma okuzosinwa 
ngayo, ku6e nguyena oligosa. Ukusina lokhu 6eku
qalwa ntambama ngenkathi lapho a6asemakhaya se6e-
6uyisa izinkomo, a6afana 6ashikishe loze lishone 
gqwambi. Kothi se6eshukeke se6eyimvuthu, Bagu-
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nyulwe 6ayozifunela izinkuni zoku6asa, nokudla 
emasimini aseduze. 

Kusihlwa kwakuhlalwa emlilweni kuxoxwe izinda6a. 
Kwakuqalwa ezinganekwaneni umfana owayezizwa 
elele egi6ise ikhanda kuninakhulu, kuyekufike ezinga
nekwaneni umfana azithola kwa6anye a6afana. Ka
yikho inganekwane eyayaziwa yi6o 6onke a6afana nje
ngekaNcazane. Wayengayiqala omunye umfana athi: 

"Kwesukela," 6esekuduma wonke uwonke emli
lweni athi " Hhm." 

" Intombazana yayeluse izinyoni ihwi6iza amahobe 
adla ama6ele, ibeke nezinkawu ezidla ummbila. Lento
mbazana yahlala, yahlala, kwathi ngelinye ilanga yezwa 
izwi elincane sengathi elomntwana kanti kakusiye. 
Lelozwi lalithi, "We Ncajane, weNcajane, woj'ujo
ngi6eyetha." UNcazane amangale ngo6a lelizwi 
wayengalazi. Nempela asondesondele ngasesihlahleni 
leso. Athi ukuqalaza a6one amadletshana athe 
yethe, nezingalwane ezinde engathi zedlula imilenze; 
lesisilwane sisondele kuye, a6eyathe thathatha, uya-
6aleka, isilwane sime simemeze sithi: " 

"We Ncajane, weNcajane, woj'ujongi6eyetha." 
"No-Ncazane a6one ukuthi akukho ukwenza ngoku

nye, asondele akhothame, isilokazana leso sithi, khwaxa 
emhlane, agqigqizele naso sisinda, aye asigqinsile 
exhi6eni lakhe ame, naso sithi khimilili, silalele pha
ndle ukuthi akakho yini ozayo, sithi singa6ona ukuthi 
akukho muntu siphonse amehlo ndawozonke, senyuke 
nexhi6a sithungatha, size sifike lapho uNcazane waye
mboze khona udiywana lwakhe lwamasi, sime isilwane 
sikhothe izindevu, si6uke phansi odiyweni lwamasi 
lugcwele izangqonda nomca6a uhlezi eceleni, si6uye 
sibeke phezulu kuNcazane, sithi ukumamatheka ka
ncane." 
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Umfana lo oxoxayo uyixoxa ngo6ungcweti ngo6a 
ufuna uk':16a athandwe kuqala induna e6abekile kwazi
we ukuth1 uma kufuneka inda6a kaNcazane ingaxoxwa 
kuphela nguS06ani6ani a6anye qha. Kothi lapho 
esephatha amasi nezangqonda afune okoku6a 6onke 
a6afana 6aconse amathe 6akhumbule unandi lwase
khaya lapho kuqhilika khona izindiwo zigcwele amasi 
nala~ho od~dewa6o 6egaya khona izinko6e zokuvu6a 
amas1. I m1ca6ango yawowa6o ayithathe ayibekise 
e~ay~, 6aze6akhohlwe ukuthi umlilo uyacima izinku
~1 maz1fakwe. Lapho umlilo usulokoza phakathi kwe
s~mboza somlotha esifihla ilahle elivuthayo lingavuthi 
b6e 6omvu. U6uso 6a6afana a6alalele lapho se6u
nj engo6alesiy~ silwane esa6onwa nguNcazane, 6uvele 
e6umnyamem ngamakhala amakhulu namehlo amhlo
phe a6anye se6eze 6asineka namazinyo umfana omu
nye e6aphethe ngenganekwane eyinandisa. Kothi 
apho sekungathi 6onke se6elele a6asalalele nomlilo 
usuzewathi ukucima usuvuthela ngaphansi, kuzwa
kale omunye athi, 

" ,h vvoza nazo, wethu," 
A6anye 6amvumele 6athi 
" ' Ye6o woza nazo, silwane." 
Laph~ lowo oxoxayo aphiwe amanye amandla oku

xo~a ay1~hu6e p~~mbili inda6a yakhe kaNcazane. 
Kothi l~pho 1silokazane sesimamathekile uNcazane 

a_Bo~e ku1uza amathe emlonyeni waso, si6uze 
s1th1, 

" Nc~jane," sim?uke futhi, siphinde sithi, " Ncajane, 
aka6am lawamash1? athi uNcazane "ngawam· " · _ 

d 1 k 
. . , 1, SlSO 

n _e e uye s1muth1 ncaka ngembe6e, sithi "mush'uku
th~ nga"".akho, thana ngawami," sisho sizikhomba sona 
e~1fu6eru: Lap~? uNcazane usethuthumela ukwesa6a, 
s16uye s16uze 1s1lokazane sithi " Nca1·ane N · , , ca1ane, 
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aka6ani lawamashi? " aphendule uNcazane athi, 
" Ngawakho." 

"Ku6e akashilo uNcazane sisuke isilokazane siqo
shame phansi siphelelwe icala, sithathe udiwo nomca6a 
siku6eke phakathi kwemilenzana yaso sivu6e, sizi
kholise. Sidle sidle, sidle, si6ek'ethala size zikhothe 
nokhamba 6esesim6uka uN cazane sithi. 

" Kumnandi Ncajane." UNcazane athule aphele
lwe amandla akhohlwe ukuthi uzothini. Ulimi lwa
khe ngenxa yokulamba lunamathele phezulu emanka
nkeni. Siyasuka lapho isilwane sithi, 

" Ncajane ngi6eyethe sengiyahamba," nempela u
Ncazane asi6elethe ahambe naso esibekisa ehlathini. 
Lapho esa.sithwele enqamula utshani o6a6uphakathi 
nensimu ayilindayo nehlathi, umsila wesilwane wawu
suke uhushe phansi, sisuke simncakaze futhi sithi, 

" Ncajane, thath'umshiya wami, nank'ucwiya imvo
jane." Nempela akhothame uNcazane awucoshe umsi
la wesilwane asisusumbise size sifike ehlathini. Uyothi 
esigqinsila phansi, 6esithi ngqa6ashi sikhwela emaga
tsheni omuthi sinyamalale anga6uye asi6one uNcazane 
nangalukhalo. Uyo6uyela exhi6eni lakhe acinge futhi 
okhambeni ukuthi kumbe kukhona okusalile, kodwa 
aluBone ukhamba lomile luthe nkwe. 

" Lothi lishona ilanga uNcazane a6uye agoduke ela
mbile sekuthi akafe. LendaBa yalesisilwane yaqhu-
6eka kwazekwa6a isikathi, noNcazane wonda wa6a 
uthi, isilwane sifika njalo sithi : 

"WeNcajane, weNcajane, woj'ujongi6eyetha." Wa
ze uyise kaNcazane wam6uza umtanakhe wathi 
"Yini Ncazane na? Wonda kangaka, uyagula yini 
na? " Wathi uNcazane "qha6o kangiguli nempela, 
ngiphilile," pho yini na? Emva kwesikade into
mbazana yaze yachaza inda6a yesilwane leso." 
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Kwathi lapho futhi urnfana esexoxe isikathi esidana 
ku6uye kukhulume omunye athi, " Yayinesi6indi lento
mbazana, wethu." A6anye se6ethola nekhefu loku
nyakaza, a6anye 6aguqule nezinhlangothi, ornunye 
achwa6aze umlilo. 

"Pho, yagcina kanjani intombazana wethu? " 
Seku6uza omunye, a6esethatha umfana Iona oxoxayo, 
esequnge isi6indi ngo6a e6ona ukuthi imica6ango 
yawowa6o kayikude; uma ikude izidwe6ela imifane
kiso e6angwa u6umnandi 6enganekwane leyo. Ngo6a 
phela nangaphandle kwala6o a6a6econsiswa amathe 
ukuzwa ngamasi ayeyizangqonda okhambeni luka
Ncazane, kwakukhona a6anye a6a6ekhumbula ema
khaya a6angane 6a6o, a6anye oNcazane okuthi ma6e
qhamuka 6amonyozele 6odwa; omunye athuke ezi
thintitha ibeshu lakhe, eqhwisha, agqwegqwe endleleni 
sengathi indlela iyamnukela kanti uxoshwa inhliziyo 
yakhe emco6ayo. Kanjalo nala6a6afana 6azulazula 
ngenda6a kaNcazane, izinhliziyo za6o zikude zindinda 
emagangeni, zi6uka phambili nasemuva ezinsukwini 
6engakalethwa lapha ehlane uku6a 6azohlushwa 6a
ncintshwe ukudla, 6aziphekele, 6ashaywe, 6enziswe 
u6unzima o6uningi a6a6ungaswelekile. Ea6eca6anga 
kanje la6a6afama; kodwa lapho se6edwe6a omunye 
umfanekiso walelolanga se6elandiwe uku6a 6a6uye 
6eze emakhaya, izinhliziyo za6o zazigcwala intokozo 
ezwiwa umnini-nhliziyo kuphela engenaku6ongelwa 
ngisho nayizimbongi ezingamaciko. Nansi into eyayi
thokozisa la6a6afana. Ngakhoke 6a6ekhala 6onke 
kanye-kanye lapho umlilo se6ewuchwa6azile 6asho 
6athi: 

"Woza nazo, wethu." 
Aqhu6uke umxoxi wenganekwane athi : 
"Yasho yathi, intombazana, ngihlushwa yisilwane, 
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sinamadletshana nje, sihamba njengomunutu ontenge
zelayo; sizingalo zinde zedlula imilenze sengathi 
ziyalenga sihamba sibeke phansi. Siphuma ehlathini 
singi6ize sithi, "We Ncajane, we Ncajane, woj'ujo
ngi6eyetha." Nempela ngiye sifike sithi khwaxe 
emhlane 6esengisusumba naso ngo6a sifuna ukuya 
exhi6eni lami. Sithi ukufika khona sidle amasi ami 
siwashaye siwaqothule. Yingakho-nje sengonda nga6a 
njena, kangidli lutho." Nempela uyise kaNcazane 
amtshele ukuthi kuhle ayolinda nakusasa aphathe 
ukhamba lwakhe lolo lwamasi, yena uyocasha efukwini 
ngasexhi6eni. Khona isilwane singeke sim6one yena 
uyofika kuqala ekuseni kusemnyamana. Nempela 
uyise kaNcazane wavuka waya ensimini wacasha. 

A6afana a6anye ku6adide lokhu ngo6a khona 
lapho endle induna ya6o yayikade i6atshelile ukuthi 
izilwane zinamakhala anuka ingozi ikude, 6ese6e6uza 
6ethi, 

" Isilwane singamuzwa yini? " 
ABanye 6a6ang'umsindo Bathi, " Eya thulani, ku

phele inda6a uma ningathuli koze kuse. Kuphendule 
omunye athi, 

"Ingani natshelwa kwathiwa isilwane sizwa lowo 
kuphela omi ngasemoyeni. Noma silele siyamuzwa, 
kodwa uma emi kuyisona singasemoyeni, angaze asi6a
mbe sona silele singamuzwa. Qhu6eka wethu 6aya
beda la6a." 

" Kubeda o6ani? " Seku6uza omunye osengenwa 
umoya wokulwa, kuthi engakaliqedi ahlalwe induku, 
athi uyabeka kanti ushaywa induna e6abekile ngo6a 
nakhu eqamba uchuku e6anga umsindo wokulwa kanti 
ka6avunyelwe ukuxa6ana 6odwa nxa 6e6uthiwe. 
Nempela aqhu6eke umfana. 

" Kwathi ilanga liphuma wafika uNcazane, waqala 
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wayo6eka ukudla kwakhe kuqala exhi6eni wanyenyeza 
kuyise wamfumanisa ukuthi ukhona. Wayesephuma 
njengemihla yonke wayohwi6iza izinyoni ema6eleni. 
Lafudumala ilanga, kwathi naye esekhohliwe uNcazane 
lezwakala izwi lathi, ' We Ncajane, we Ncajane, woj'u
jongi6eyetha, woja we Ncajane.' Wethuka uNcazane 
inhliziyo yakhe yaduduzela wakhohlwa nokuthi uyise 
ukhona umbekile, wema, wasi6ona isilwane siphuma 
ehlathini noyise wathi ukulunguza wasi6ona, wa6amba 
ongaphansi umlomo ukumangala. UNcazane naye 
wabeka ngakuyise, uyise wamtshela ngesandla uku6a 
ahambe ayosithwala asilethe exhi6eni. Kanjalo wa
hamba uNcazane wasithwala isilwane wasiletha exhi-
6eni. 

Safika sema isilwane uNcazane naye wema kwa6a
sengathi ngumngane waso, wasihawukela ngo6a izwi 
laso lalirnkhumbuza njalo ama1:wi a6antwana a6aqala 
ukukhulurna. Kodwa wa6uye wafikelwa ukusizonda 
ngo6a sesimondise wa6a uthi, sidla ukudla kwakhe. 
Sa6uza isilwane sathi : 

"We Ncajane okuka6ani yokhu kudla? " Sasho 
sam6uza sisondela ngakukho. UNcazane waphu6uka 
wahleka wangaphendula. Lokhu kwasicasula isilwa
ne, saguquka samshaya ngembe6e sathi, 

"Uthembathembeyeni namhla Ncajane? Okuka-
6ani yokhu kudla? " Wathi uNcazane "okwami." 
Sa6uya sathi siyaphenduka wahlehla uNcazane sehlu
leka ukumshaya. Sasho futbi sathi " uthembathe
mbeyeni Ncajane? okuku6ani yokhu kudla Nca-
• ;> " Jane. 

" Laphoke uyise kaNcazane useveva ukuthukuthela, 
iwisa lakhe nokusinda kwalo akasakuzwa. Uvele 
ngembo6o en cane ulunguzile ngeso. K wathi lapho 
isilwane si6uza sigcizelela sesithukuthele sithi, " Oku-
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ka6ani yokhukudla Ncajane? Thana okwami," waye
seqhamukile uyise kaNcazane. Kwa6alithunzi emnya
ngo lapho engena, noN cazane wahlangana noyise 
emnyango e6aleka, waye wema phandle. Wezwa 
ukuduma kwewisa likhala ezimbanjeni zesilwane lapho 
uyise kaNcazane e6oqoza izimbajana, wezwa nezwi 
laso sikhala sincenga kodwa uyise kaNcazane akanaka
nga lutho. Okokugcina wezwa sesizidela sona isilwane 
sithi: 

" Wo akunacaya ngiwadliy'anezangqondo." Wasi
thatha isilwane wasihudulela ngaphandle, wasiphonsa 
ehlathini. Iyaphela lapho." 

Kothi ingaphela inda6a nomlilo nawo u6usuphela 
sekuvutha izigodo kuphela, a6anye a6ano6uthongo 
se6elele na6anye u6a6one se6enyakaza 6engena ema
fukwini a6o 6elala. 

E6usuku kwakuyisona kuphela isikhathi sokuxoxa 
izinganekwane kanti kwakuxoxwa nezi_n~a6a ze~pi 
ezake zaliwa ngaphambili. Izinda6a ezmJalO zaz1xo
xwa izinduna esezingamadoda aqinile. Phezu kwa
lokhu a6afana 6e6efundiswa zonke izindlela zokuzi
phatha ikakhulu zonke izindlela eziqondene nokuga
nwa. Urnfana u6etshelwa indlela yokuziphantha la
pho esathandwa, atshelwe futhi nendl~la y_okuphatha 
urnfazi wakhe esemlo6olile noku6a as1hlomphe sonke 
esinye isifazane sawowa6o asivikele . ~6unzi1:1en~. 
Umfana u6ekhonjiswa u6u6i 6okushela 1zmtomb1 ez1-
shelwa nga6angane 6akhe kodwa ku6e iqholo lelo uma 
ethatha izintombi za6anye a6ange6angane kuye. 
Umfana u6engaqonywa izintombi azit~andayo, k~thi 
zona azifundise ukuzwana ngo6a koth1 rnhla kuth1wa 
angase athunge, uma enezinkomo azigcagce . zonke 
njengokuthanda kwakhe. Umfana u?eyal~a m~u~a 
uku6a uma e6uthiwe uphuma ngez1khathi ez1thile 

1 
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ntambama a6uye azodla ekhaya alale kanye na6anye 
a6afana. Oweqa lowo mthetho uya6ulawa ngo6a 
uthena amandla a6anye a6afana. Ama6utho ayena
mandla ehlala wodwana. 

Zonke izifundo zokuhamba komhla6a ngezindlela 
zonke, u6u6i no6uhle, a6afana 6e6ekuthola lapha 
ngenkanti 6e6uthiwe. Kwakungafani njengezinsuku 
zanamuhla lapho a6afana 6efundisana 6odwa end.le 
6efundiswa izinto ezimbi nga6anye a6afana a6angalu
ngile a6angenamqondo wakulunga nempela. Ezi
khathini zikaDingiswayo into i6ifundiswa yilowo okhe
thwe yisizwe leso uku6a ayinike enzalweni entsha 
ekhulayo, ayinike ngendlela ezothile ezokwenza na6a
fana uqo6o lwa6o 6esa6e. Nenkolo ya6o kuNkulu
nkulu, oChi6i linomnqwazi, uDumakude, nayo i6i
fundiswa ngendlela. Umahluko phakathi kukaNku
lunkulu nethongo nedlozi, induna ekhethelwe lokho 
i6iku 6eka o6ala ku6afana ku6eyi6ona a6azi6onelayo 
ukuthi 6ona 6angaphi kuleziziga6a njengo6a ngelinye 
ilanga na6o idlozi la6o liyowushiya umzimba liphindele 
kwamanye amadlozi, kuphela kuyosala isithunzi emzi
mbeni, 6ese6ewu6opha, 6awusondezele izikhali, nezi
ndiwo, nezevatho zawo, 6awuqoshamise 6awulondolo
ze kwaMhla6a. Zonke lezizinto, amasiko nemikhu6a 
ya6antu a6afana 6e6efundiswa khona, kuthi mhla 
ku6uywayo 6azizwe 6enga6anye a6antu a6aguqu
liwe. 

Kanjalo uDingiswayo u6ethumela izwi uku6a 
6a6uyiswe 6eze emakhaya uma isikhathi sa6o sokuvi
vinya sesiphelile. Kwakungelinye lalaw'amalanga mhla 
uDingiswayo ephuma nomzala wakhe u Vukani ethi 
kuyena akaphume ayomkhombisa!ama6utho aseviviwe. 
Nempela wawa6ona emi eklelile phambi kwakhe 
evunule njengo6a wonk'umfana wayesikelwe nguyise 
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umutsha nebeshu elisha, waphiwa ihawu elisha nezinjo-
60 ezintsha. Wonke umuzi wakwaMthethwa waphuma 
wazo6ona isimangaliso esifika noDingiswayo uku6a 
a6uthe izinsizwa azenze iziga6a ezinje. Kwaduma 
izigodi nemizi yonke lapho uDingiswayo eseqhamuka 
ehamba no Vukani nomfo kaNtonteyana nezinye 
izikhulu, kwaduma : 

" U6ayede." 
Nala6o a6a6engamthandi ngoku6ulala uMawewe 

6ezwa uDingiswaiyo, e6asinda 6a6ona kuyena ukuthi 
inhliziyo yakhe kayigxilile esigodlweni njengoMawewe 
namanye amakhosi, kodwa inhliziyo yakhe ithanda 
isizwe sonke sikayise. Nakhu esakha ngezindlela 
ezintsha. Kwalethwa kuye injomane yakhe wayi
khwela wazula phakathi kwezintambo nezigidi zama-
6utho ayemi phambi kwakhe. Njalo eziga6eni ngezi
ga6a kwaduma u " BA YEDE." 

Wawahlola wawahlola ama6utho wayesehlala phansi 
esewatha amagama wa6eka nezinduna zawo. Okoku
qala wa6eka phambili i6utho lika Yise u Yengondlovu 
kanye neNyelezi kwathi wawa6uka wawa6uka kwa
fika enhliziyweni yakhe uku6a ngase ku6e phakathi 
kwa6o 6akhona a6aphakamisa umkhonto 6athi ma-
6amhla6e kodwa wasinda. Wa6atshela uku6a ma-
6asuduke 6a6uyele eceleni ngo6a kuzosina a6ancane 
a6asavela kovivinywa. Nempela izinsizwa ezindala 
zasuka za6uyela eceleni, zema za6ukela. Kwaphuma 
eshashalazini ama6utho amasha aqala ukugiyela inkosi. 
Elokuqala laphunyelwa imbongi yalo yaqandula nge
zwi yathi: 

" UM af avuke njengedwangu6ane, 
Eamhla5a ngejoz'u5a6angwa, 
Eam6angel'amanxe6a ukuwaphala, 
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UMadlekezela woYengo, u5ongo6ese wamakhanda, 
Uye kwaMahlamba ngamazwi enhlamba : 
Ugodo alushi ngoku6aselwa. 

Umsindo olapha ngowani? 
Eahla6a indlovu yakwaDelwase, 
Emanxe6a- nduna yakoXa6a, 
UGodongwane woYengo, 
Izulu lidume futhi, Gwa5i kaNda6a 

Izidlukula zamaNtungwa zimukile, 
Lidum' eNhlangwini ku6aThembu, 
Eakhweza 6ayango]ama kaMnisi. 

I ngqambi eyahlul' amakhos' amanye.'' 

Ngenkathi imbongi iqandula iya enhla iya enzansi, 
uDingiswayo wayehleli e6uka. Imbongi yasho, yasho, 
yagiya, yagiya, yathatha ihu6o lokusina kwe6utho layo. 
Y asho ngezwi elincane yathi : 

" Hhhiya mama, Hhiya ngokwami" 
Zathatha emva kwayo zonke ezinye izinsizwa 

kwa6asengathi kusimbuka phansi umhla6athi ezinye· 
zisho ngamaphimbo amancane ezincwincwi, ezinye 
zisho ngaphakathi, ezinye ziqu6uka ngamazwi adu
m~yo amadoda. Zisho njalo zikhomba phezulu nge
m1khonto, amahawu alenga emacaleni. I6uye ithathe 
imbongi ithi, 

" Hhiya nomama, hhiya ngokwami, 
N gawuthath' umhla6a ngay' entshonalanga 
N gawuphind' umhla6a ngayempumalanga, 
N gathi ngihlala lap ha 
N gasuka ngalapha 
Kwenzenjani na?" 
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Zi6uye zixhume ezwini layo ezinye izinsizwa zihu6e 
zilandele ziye zishaye lapho igcine khona. A6uye 
umntwana wakwa6o ahlelembe ahambe phambi kwa6o 
6onke azixinge akhohlwe yi6o 6onke a6am6ukayo 
nokuthi inkosi nayo ikhona. Okwaleso sikhathi kwa
kunguye inkosi a6anye 6a6esakhohliwe. 

Wathi ethatha lapho waqala ihu6o lempela wathi : 

" Siza ngebej' ekhaya 
Wemnumzane 
Siza ngebej' ekhaya 

V imba ngomkhont' ekhaya 
We mnumzane 
Vimba ngomkhont'ekhaya. 
Hhi-wohhe-Hhawuyala-a-a I ! " 

~asho kwa6asengathi kazikho ezinye ezingase zi6uye 
z1vele zahlule zona. K wakusina iziga6a ngeziga6a, 
kudedelwana. Induna yaleli6utho elaselisinile kwa6a 
nguTayiza. Kwasinwa kanjalo kweza iNhlangano 
eyayiphethwe nguNgomane kaMqomboyi wase Mdle
tsheni, naye ne6utho lakhe wasina washanela kwa
hamba kwahamba kusinwa kwayekwangena iNyaka
tho i6utho lamabungu elaliviviwe ngonyaka ophelile 
sekuze kwahlaselwa nangalo la6ukhombisa u6udoda. 
Balo. Induna yaleli 6utho kwaku nguMASUKA ka 
NTELANA waseMzizini owayengumngane omkhulu 
kaNtonteyana. Ngakhoke kwathi lapho sekusondela 
:r.ena, e6aq?qa a6afana 6akhe 6esondela 6ehamba 6egi-
11ma, 6ath1 lapho 6eklela wakhuluma uJ evuza wathi : 

" Nkosi, kumanje lapho uzo6ona into yamehlo." 
"Usho njalo Vondwe lomhlanga? " ku6uza inkosi 
" Y e6o wena wohlanga." · 
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Y ahleka inkosi yathi, " a6afana 6ake 6akwazi uku-
6onis'umuntu into yamehlo? Beyifundephi leyonto 
lokhu ngithi la6a6afana yila6a a6akade 6e6uthwa 
nonyaka na? " 

" Qha, nkosi, la6a 6a6uthwe ngonyaka odlule, se6e
nonyaka 6e6uthiwe." 

"Nokho, into yamehlo 6angayithathaphi, Vondwe 
lomhlanga? Usuyaguga, ngiya6ona ukuthi nemithi 
yami uzothi unginika Iona, ungiphuzise lowaya. A wu
ca6angi ukuthi sekuyisikhathi ngifune enye inyanga."? 

"Angazi nkosi, kuseku6oneni kwakho, inceku ila
ndela lokho okushiwo yinkosi yayo." Ba6uye 6ahleka 
6o6abili ngo6a uDingiswayo wayezizwa njalo engumfa
na phambi kukaJevuza. Wayemthanda kuthi lapho 
em6ona akhumbule njalo izinsuku ezindala lapho 
a6antu 6akayise 6acishe ukum6ulala yena nodadewa-
60 wamphephisa wamshushumbisa wayewafika kwa
Qwa6e nakwaBungane. Njalo uma em6uka uJevuza 
wayekhumbula uNo6antwana kusenguyena engaka
fiphazwa nguZenzile. Nokho inhliziyo yenkosi yayi
nevuso ngoNo6antwana ngo6a igama lakhe lodwa 
lalimlethela izinyembezi nxa eyedwa, ezwe sengathi 
nga6e akazange am6one kunoku6a athi esefikile ezo
mgana 6uphele u6uble 6akhe kungene esivalweni 
senhliziyo yakhe omunye wesifazane ongazange amhlu
phekele. Wathi ukuthi qa6u kuleyo rnica6ango 
wathi jeqe, kanti nampaya a6omuzi wakhe 6ehleli 
iqoqwana na6o 6aya6uka izimanga zokuhlanganiswa 
kwama6utho. 

Umuntu wokuqala am6onayo kwa6a ngudadewa6o 
uDingiwe, kwathi eceleni kwakhe wa6ona uNo6antwana 
ehleli encelisa umtanakhc womfana omncane. Wathi 
ukubeka uDingiswayo wa6ona ukuthi uNo6antwana 
umembese ngesikhumba sebu6esi lelo ali6u1alayo 
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wathumela isikhumba se6u6esi lelo ngesigijimi esafika 
sa6ika uJ o6e ukuthi akasekho. Wam6uka ngeziqu 
zamehlo enamahloni wam6ona emuhle ngokunye, 
kumfanela nalapho edlalisa umtanakhe, ekhuluma 
ngalolo lulimi olwaziwa kuphela ngawonina 6a6antwana 
na6azanyane kuphela. Ngisho lolo lulimi olwenza 
umntwana omncane amamatheke kuze kuthambe 
ngisho inhliziyo yesidlwangudlwangu njengalesiya 
okwathi siyinkosi salahla umuntu oliqhawe ngecala 
sathi maka6ulawe. Kuthe esezo6ulawa wathi lomuntu 
oliqhawe, 

" Nkosi ngicela into inye," 
Yathi inkosi, " Yisho ". 
"Nginomfazi ekhaya uyancelisa." 
Y athi in'kosi, " Pho ? " 
" Ngicela uku6ona umntanami ngim6one emama

theka engihleka, sengiyofa inhliziyo yami idelile. Ngifisa 
ukumamatheka komntwana omncane ozelwe~Nkosi.'' 

Yathula inkosi, yathula. Yathi ithatha yathi 
" Goduka ungahlule, icala lakho liphelile." 

NoDingiswayo wathi ehleli phansi wezwa lowomnju
nju ongenayo kumuntu e6ona umntanakhe, wezwa 
inhliziyo yakhe i6uyela kuNo6antwana, kuthe kuse
njalo, yathatha imbongi, ye6utho leNyakatho, wathi 
uJevuza, "Uyezwa njalo NKOSI ? " 

Yathi inkosi, yethuka, "Ngilalele." 
Wasuka umfana omehlo ayisimbulunga wada6ula 

ezinhleni wathi, thathatha, wabula ihawu, wagiya, 
wagiya, 6athi owa6o 6e6utho leN yakatho 

" Sigidi, Sigidi, Sigidi, 
W alahleka nje, 
W awu,yaphi ? " 

Kwasekuvuma lonke i6and1a elali senkundleni lathi, 
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" Walahleka nje, 
W awuyaphi? " 

Kwa6uye kwathula kwathi cwaka, wathatha u
mfana ese6onga uDingiswayo wathi, 

" UBubulanda6a, 
N amhla kungenda6a, 

N gezithw' ekhanda 
U mtho6ela6antu, 
U zi6ula ngendod' enkulw' engangoyis' u J o6e. 

Umqali wangwazi kwaNoyenge 
uEantu 6aphakathi, uNjavuzakaBece 
uM ashing' a6uye nenjomane." 

Wathi egcina, umfana wakhona wagiya, wagiya, 
wakhala ngezwi lakhe elalinjengelengwe ikhala eziwe
ni ngo6a ilambile, washo wathi: 

" N galahleka-nje, 
Ngangiyaphi? '' 

Laphendula i6andla limi sengathi liphelelwe icala 
li6ona umfana edlalisela kanje, laphendula lathi : 

" Walahleka-nje, 
W awuyaphi ? " 

Washo maqede wathela umzimba phansi, wahamba 
wayewafika ohleni lwakhe wangena wama kwasengathi 
akenzanga lutho, nempela wonke umuntu owayekhona 
wamzwela nomfana ukuthi wathi elahleka nje yena 
wayeyaphi. 

Yaqala ingoma zasina izinsizwa ezincane zasina 
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kwazamazama umhla6athi kwaqonga phezulu uthuli, 
kwazekwangena omame nomakothi 6ashanela i6ala 
ngeziphuku za6o zezingwe, nezezinkonkoni, nezezi
nyathi, kwangena usinga emakhanda a6antu, zisho 
izinsizwa ngamaphimbo sezize zavunyelwa nawoda
dewa6o a6a6e6ukela emaceleni 6ephethe u6usenga 
no6uhlalu ngezandla za6o 6ekwaluka. Nawowonke 
umuzi waseEalungwini, waqu6uka ngezindlela zonke 
wafumanisa a6afanyana a6ancane 6engagqoke lutho 
6esina na6o ngemuva kwamaqhugwane awonina 6onke 
6ekhala ngazwi linye : 

" Walahleka nje, 
W awuyaphi? " 

K wakungengoma lena kwakungumhlanyisabantu. 
Lathi liphela ihu6o uDingiswayo wathi maka6izelwe 

lowaya mfana om6onge wezwa inhliziyo yakhe igcwa
la; lomfana onamandla okunyakazisa wonke umuzi 
kayise ngehu6o elincane kodwa li6e liphethe kulo 
izimanga; lomfana onogqozi lokwenza izinto. Ne
mpela wa6izwa umfana lowo, weza amehlo akhe 
ehla6a eyizimbulunga kodwa wonke umzimba wakhe 
unokutho6eka, nesihlangu sakhe wayesiphethe eceleni 
ngakwesokhohlo kwathi ngakwesokunene waphatha 
iwisa lakhe okwaku6onakala ukuthi yiwisa elidala 
eselake lalwa nezimpi. 

Wafika umfana wakhothama ngedolo wakhuleka 
wathi, 

"Eayede" 

" Mfana ungoka6ani? " 
"NgingokaSenzangakhona, inkosi yamaZulu." 
" Pho u6ekwa yini lapha, uze uzokhonza kwaMthe

thwa, u6uthwe khona? " 
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"Ngi6ekwa ukuharnba, nkosi, ngo6a ngafika lapha 
ngonyaka ophelile ngemuva koku6a ngizule nginga
tholwa muntu, ngisho ekhaya komame." 

" Ungu6an'igama lakho? " 
" Igama Jami, Nkosi, nginguShaka." 
"Wo, sengiya6ona mfana ukuthi kanti leli-hu6o 

ohu6isa ngalo lilandela into oyiyona. Ulahlekile, 
kodwa kawazi ukuthi walahlaka nje ngani. Lapha 
kwaMthethwa usuthole isidleke sakho sokuchamisela 
ugazi lwakho lakwa Zulu? " 

UDingiswayo wawu6uza lom6uzo ngo6a efuna uku6a 
uShaka akhombise ukwesa6a nokuthuthumela. Ko
dwa uShaka wathula wam6uka phakathi kwamehlo, 
hhayi ngendlela yokweyisa kodwa ngokumangala. 
Kwakuthi lomfana uma emangela amehlo akhe aphume 
a6e yizimbulunga ukwesa6a konke kungakhombisi. 
Ngakhoke waphendula wathi, 

" Nkosi ngiyezwa kodwa kangiqondi ukuthi uthini? " 
UDingiswayo naye lomfana wam6ona ukuthi uno

hlonzi lo6ukhosi kuyena, noku6a uma efika ezokhonza 
kuyena kusho into enkulu lokho. Ngakhoke wagcina 
wathi, 

"Mfana, ungija6ulisile, lapha kwaMthethwa kaku
cwaswa muntu, khula wena6e, mhlaumbe ngelinye 
ilanga uzozi6ona umkhulu kwaZulu. Hamba mfana." 

Nempela wahamba umfana lowo wanyamalala esi
xukwini sa6anye a6afana. Waphenduka uDingiswayo 
wa6uka uJevuza kodwa uJevuza wayengabekile lapho, 
waye6uka lomfana ehamba ethanda isakhiwo sakhe, 
izinyarna zakhe nezihluzi zakhe zimkhanga lapho 
enyathela phansi. 

"KaNtonteyana, yiyo le into yamehlo o6uyisho 
Vondwe lomhlanga ? " 

" Ye6o Nkosi 6engisho khona lokhu. Eengiqondise 
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yena Iomfana ne6utho lakhe eliphethwe nguMasuka 
kaNtelana ngo6a sengike ngali6ona lidlala enkundleni. 
UMasuka Iona aka6ancengi a6afana uya6adlukumeza 
6ayaqamba 6ayeza phambi kwa6antu se6evuthiwe." 

"Ngitshele wena kaNtonteyana, nawe mfowethu, 
Vukani, Iomfana wangena kanjani lapha emzini ka-
6a6a ngingamazi, ngo6a kangikhumbuli nizom6ika 
kimina?" 

" Lomfana wafika nonina, zinyane Ienkosi." 
"Pho, um'efike nonina aka6ikwa kimina ngimazi? 
Sekuphendula uVukani uthi, 
"Ngenkathi efika lomfana lapha, ikhanda lakho 

nkosi 6eligcwele izinda6a eziningi ezinzima, usalinga 
ukuhlanganisa um6uso kaMthethwa." 

" Pho? " sekusho inkosi. 
"Njengo6a kwakungumfana, futhi ehamba nonina 

kungesiye umkakhe, thina noJ evuza nangu, sanquma 
uku6a umfana Iona simgcine nonina simgcine kwa
Ntonteyana, kuze kuthi mhla wena usunesikhathi 
simlethe umfana Iona nonina. 

Angene naye uJevuza aphendule athi, 
"Nami Nkosi, nganginalowomqondo. Namhla ngi-

6ona ukuthi ilanga elihle ngempela uku6a u6one isi
phosiso sethu, nempela ususi6onile wena wohlanga." 

Wahleka uDingiswayo ngo6a uJ evuza njalo waye
phendula ngeyakhe indlela eyayiftka imahlule uDingi
swayo noma sekunjani. 

"Lezizi6ongo umfana Iona uzithathaphi zokuthi, 
"USigidi? " Useke wahla6anaphi na? " 

" Kangazi nda6a, ngo6a 6ayamusho nalapho ku
ngcwekwa ukuthi lomfana uya6a6a u6abanqa 6e6a
ningi, akafulatheli. Nalapho kugingqwa insema yena 
uma emathuku agwaze njalo aze afike emnqoka," 
kusho uVukani. 
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" Pho, sithole iqhawe," kusho uDingiswayo ngenhli
ziyo eyaneliswayo. 

" Qha6o nkosi, akuqhawe lodwa, lomfana akaye-
dwa, ungumloyi," kusho uJevuza. 

"Usuthinike wena J evuza? "ku6uza inkosi. 
" Ngiqinisile." 
"Qhu6eka, kukhulu uza nakho, uza nambu6e," 

kusho uDingiswayo. 
" Lo mfana imithi uyi6amba kalula, cishe wonke 

umuthi engiwuthakayo uyawu6ona awulandele nga
mehlo. Nalapho nginqampuma amakhambi endle ame
hlo akhe ngiyawa6ona ayaqaphela kakhulu, kangan~
o6a onke amakhanjana lawa emikhuhlane useyawaz1. 
Ngenxa yenhliziyo yakhe enhle kimina, kangimesa6i, 
nangothando analo kunina, ungikhombisa u6udoda 
ngempela. Uku6a akanasi6indi nga6e ngithi ungu
mnqolo," kusho umfo kaJevuza. 

Esengena naye uVukani uthi, . 
"Lomfana ngikengim6uke edlala ngisho enkundlem. 

Into anayo akanasihe nxa esethukuthele. Uma elwa 
nomunye udela ngo6a amshaye aze amlahle phansi 
khona ngomuso engenakuphinda futhi." 

"Yikhona kulwa nami engikuthandayo lokho," 
kusho uDingiswayo, evuma ngekhanda. Nakhu lapho 
imiqondo yezilo ezinkulu ezake za6usa emhla6eni wa
kwaZulu, yayihlangene khona. UDingiswayo noShaka 
6a6engakholwa ukuthi uma ulwa nomuntu mshaye 
uze umyeke, ngo6a esezikhalela ethi, "Maye 6a6o ! 
sal'usungiyeka, ngilamuleleni, nangiyeka ngi6ulawa 
ngumuntu? " Ea6ekholwa ukuthi umuntu oyekwa 
kanjalo, useyingozi nangomuso ngo6a uyovuka ~ambe 
aye kwa6aku6o ayozi6onga ngawe asho ukuth1 uyo
ku6ona ngelinye ilanga wamzuma engazelele. Umuntu 
omshaya umshiye ulimi ngeke ngomuso akuvukele, 
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esikhundleni salokho uyoku6a umngane wakho atha
nde ukuhamba nawe anga6uye azixa6anise nawe 
nempela. . . 

Yaqhu6eka futhi inda6a phakath1 kwenkos1 no-
Vukani no] evuza. 

"Ngithe nkosi lomfana kaSenzangakhona ungu
mloyi. Nempela kunjalo ngo6a ngelinye ilanga uvuke 
wathi kimina, ' 6a6a, nakhu ngiphupha inda6 ' enku
lu; " nga6uza kuye ngathi mina, " 6onda6ani. yon~ 
leyo na? " Wathi yena, vuka uhlale ung1zwe. 
Nempela ngavuka ngazisonga ngesiphuku sami naye 
waphenduka ocansini walala ngesisu. Ngangiwa-
6ona amehlo akhe ngelahle elalisavutha kancane 
eziko. Njengo6a thina zinyanga umuntu sim6ona 
ngamehlo u6uyena ngathanda uku6a kukhanye endli
ni, ngakhoke ngachwa6aza umlilo wavutha ilanga6a
na elincane elilingene uku6a ngingam6ona lomfana 
ongivusa kwama6ili. 

"Nempela wayithatha inda6a yephupho lakhe. 
Wathi " 6a6a kade ngiphupha sengi6ekwe phezulu 
enta6eni lapho sengathi kakuzange kukhwele muntu 
khona. Amehlo ami 6ekungathi aphume izinsansa 
zemililo o6aswe kuwo. Esandleni sami sokudla 
ngiphethe iklwa e6engikhomba ngalo n?m~ kuyiphi 
indawo kusale kuleyo ndayo kugoboza 1gaz1 la6antu 
nelezilwane. Ngithe kunjalo ngazethuka ngiseduze 
koThukela kodwa kulukhuni uku6a ngiluwele nga-
6ona kuvela amakhanda amadoda, angakhela umca-
6eko wokuwela ngawela nginyathela phezu kwawo 
amadoda kodwa akukho neyodwa indoda ethe " mfana 
kaSenzangakhona wenzani?" Ngethukile ngahamba 
ngayengafika emzini omkhulu lapho kuphithiza khona 
a6antu nga6antu; kodwa nganele ukufika kwaduma, 
"Eayede." Ngenkathi kuduma lesisi6ingilelo ngi6one 



136 UDINGI SWAYO KAJOBE 

umfowethu wakwenye indlu na6anye 6esuka, hhayi 
ngo6a 6engihlonipha, kanti 6asuswa ukunengwa. Ku
senjalo ngaku6ona uqhamuka wena kaNtonteyana 
wangipha inyanga yokungelapha, nakhu sengivuka." 

"Uya6ona 6a6a, (kusho yena 6elu lomfana kaSe
nzangakhona) kangiyiphuphi into yemfeketho, kodwa 
ngiphupha amaqiniso njalo. Lento engiyiphuphile 
iyokwehlakala ngenye imini kodwa angazi ukuthi 
kanjani. Kuwenake 6a6a, wena kaNtonteyana ngi
yothola inyanga yami." Ngiyothatha inyanga eyole
thwa nguwena angiyikuthatha engiyoyizwa nga6anye." 

" Lomfanake Nkosi wakhuluma kanjalo kimina, 
kodwa phela izinto za6afana, eza6afana nemiqondo 
ya6o iyadinga izula umunhla nomzansi, 6ayaqamba 
se6eyolala 6aphuphe yonke imininingwane lena. Na
kulomfana into efanayo, akafani yini na6o 6onke a6a
fana? Yena angahluka kanjani lokhu waxoshwa 
ekhaya likayise? " 

Use6uza uDingiswayo ethi, 
" Waxoshelwani? " 
Waphendula uJevuza wathi, 
"Nami nkosi lenda6a ngiyi6uzile kulomfana, wa

ngitshela iqiniso. Uthi kimina, njengo6a um6ona nje 
enza lezizinto ozi6onayo, kwakunjalo nakwaZulu le
zizinto u6ezenza ngempela. Ngenxa yoku6a uyise 
em6ona ukuthi uyisiqhwaga usefuna uku6a nodumo 
phakathi kwa6antu 6akhe, wangenwa ngumona wa
yesefi.sa ukumgodusa. Umfana wakuzwa lokhu ngo
Sizwile a6a6emthanda wayese6alekela kuMacingwane 
kanye nonina owayengenakuhlukana naye. UMa
cingwane Iona kwakuyisitha esidala sikaSenzanga
khona 6ehlala 6ehluthulana. Uku6a a6one lokhu 
uSenzangakhona wayeseqala ukuzidlisa satshanyana 
ngakoMacingwane noku6a eheha uMacingwane uku-
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6ulala uShaka. Kanjalo waqala ukwesa6a uMacingwa
ne ukuthi umfana funa ethuke ezunywa nga6alandeli 
6akayise, wayesemluleka uku6a ahambe a6alekele 
phambili. Nempela umfana kanye nonina wavuka 
ngesokusa washay'utshani waze wafi.ka lapha kwa
Mthethwa." 

" Pho, uqhu6a kanjani lapho? " kusho inkosi. 
Waphendula umalusi wathi, 
"Nkosi u6ukeka eyisilomo sazo zonke izinsizwa, 

zifunda kuye okuningi ngo6a akaqali mun tu." 
Yaphendula inkosi yathi, 
"Kuhle lokho ngo6a lomfana ufana nami. Nami 

ngaxoshwa ngaye ngafi.ka kini Vukani, komalume. 
Nakhona kwa6onakala ukuthi kayikho indawo yami 
u6a6a uzongifuna angithole angi6ulale. Ngadlulela 
phambili ngayengatholwa a6antu a6angeyini nami; 
pho mina ngingemthole ngani lomfana ohlupheke 
kangaka? Mgcineni." 

Washo uDingiswayo 6asukuma 6onke ngo6a ilanga 
laselishonile, izinkomo sezisengwa esi6ayeni, izimazi 
zibonsa zikhalela amathole azo. Izinkunzi ezimalunda 
ezinezimpondo eziziqhenqe wawuzo6ona zivela pha
kathi emhlambini, izintaba zamalunda emahlombe 
zimi njengezimpondo. 

Inkosi yakhuphuka ihamba igudla isi6aya yaze 
yafika enhla nomuzi, yachusha othangweni yangena 
elawini yanyamalala. Kwa6a mnandi kuyona ukuzwa 
ukukhala kwa6antwana phakathi komuzi wayo, ko
dwa yayikwazi njalo ukwahlukanisa ukukhala komtwa
na kaNo6antwana ku6o 6onke a6anye ngo6a kwa
kuyinyama yenyama yakhe. 

Kuyena wayekwazi ukukhumbula isikhumba se
bu6esi ali6ulala esekuzuleni exoshwe nguyise uJ o6e 
owayefuna ukum6ulala. 
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Izinceku zaletha ukudla kuvela ezindlini ezimbili, 
zagaqa ngamadolo izinceku zayihlambisa inkosi, ya
hlala, yadla. Yaqeda maqede ya6uye yalalelisa phandle 
yezwa amagama a6azanyana 6ecula 6eshishizela izi
ngane zawomakoti uku6a zithule zilale, wezwa no
mzanyane kaNo6antwana ecula amagama akaNdwa
ndwe ethulisa umntwana wakhe. Inhliziyo yakhe 
ya6a6uhlungu wangen'endlini, ingani wayekade epha
ndle ethi make ashaywe ngumoya. 

ISAHLUKO VIII 

"NGIBONISELE mfowethu, kuphi eDlovunga, emzini 
omkhulu wenkosi yakwaNdwandwe na?" 

"Hhawu I uqhamukaphi lo muntu ongakwazi eDlo
vunga? Ungumfokazi waphi wena?" 

"Hhiya, mfowethu ngiqhamuka le, ezweni lakwa
Mthethwa ngiqonde khona komkhulu, ake ungiyalele 
indlela." 

Yama indoda eyayifake ungiyane yam6uka lomuntu 
othi ingani u6ukeka ehlakaniphile kodwa akhulumise 
okwesiphukuphuku. Esandleni sayo yayiphethe ikha
mbi lomkhuhlane ivela ukolikha ngasezihlanjeni ze
mimfula. Yathatha isagila sayo yasitshatha emhlane 
yathi ukuthimula yakhuluma yathi: 

" Kodwa wena kawu6oni ukuthi ususondele emzini 
wenkosi ngo6a nakhu nezindlela zezinkomo sezibu
dulekile, njengo6a u6ona nje laphaya uthi leziya zi
nkomo kunga6a ezomuntu ? Ahlalephi enezinkomo 
ezingakaya we-e-eh ! I Ngifung'uGxovoza ka6a-
6a." Lasho ikhehla nempela umfokazi Iona owaye
fika waphendula amehlo akhe wabeka emihosheni, 
wa6ona imihlambi ngemihlambi id.la utshani wazi-
6onela ukuthi akasekude nempela nasemzini wenkosi. 

Ya6uye yakhuluma indoda i6ona ukuthi nempela 
umfokazi Iona usethukile. 

" Hamba ukhuphukeie laphaya, uyothi uphezulu, 
uyowu6ona umuzi omkhuiu, uqonde khona ufike 
ukhuleke esangweni, isikhonzi sesango siyohamba 
siku6ikc." 

K 139 
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Nempela 6ehlukana umfokazi owayevela kwaMthe
thwa wahamba wakhuphuka igqunyana lelo, wathi 
ukudundu6ala maqede wawu6ona umuzi esigcakini 
phansi. Kwaqina nesi6indi kuye; kodwa lapho 
ecikica amehlo e6uka, wafumanisa kuthunqa izintuli 
ezinkulu kwa6asengathi kuyasinwa. Wathi ukubeka 
ecaleni lomgwaqo wa6ona isivivane-inqwa6a yama
tshe enqwatshelwe ndawonye. Wasondela ngakhona 
uSiqongo naye waphonsa elakhe itshe njengo6a phela 
wayese6aleke kwaMthethwa ngo6a ezo6ulawa kanye 
noMawewe. Wayengasabeke lutho emuva, umqondo 
wakhe wonke wayesewuthele ohanjeni lwakhe olu
qonde kwaNdwandwe. Ngokwenza njalo uSoqongo 
wazihlanganisa, elakhe idlozi walithela phakathi kwa
madlozi akwaNdwandwe; walahla ngalokho u6uzwe 
6akwaMthethwa wazingenisa e6uzweni 6akwaNdwa
ndwe. Wayenzela futhi uku6a izinda6a zakhe pha
mbili zifike zimlungele. 

Emva kwalokho wahlala phansi wabema ugwayi 
wa6uye wabekisisa ukuthi kwenziwani laphaya emzini 
wenkosi. Wa6ona a6antu a6aningi 6ephethuza, 6eya
luza. Leyonto yamkhumbuza ingomboco eyenziwa 
kwaMthethwa uma izwe lihlushwa a6athakathi. Wa
sondela ngokwesa6a, ngakhoke wangathanda uku
ngena ngesango la6antu 6onke wangena eceleni nomu
zi, wachusha ngentu6a ehamba enyathuzela sengathi 
uyesa6a. Walunguza, wafumanisa ukuthi a6antu 
a6amnakile 6alalele isanusi sigila imihlola. Kodwa 
wathi lapho e6ukisisa wa6ona ukuthi lesisanusi kasi
fani nezinye yena owayezazi zakoMthethwa. Esifu-
6eni saso kwakubonga izinto ezesa6ekayo, sengathi 
izilwane zilinga ukukhuluma ngezilimi za6antu kodwa 
ziyehluleka. Naye uSiqongo walalelisa kwa6alukhuni 
noku6a anyakaze ngo6a kwa6asengathi uzozi6ona-
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kalisa o6ala. Kodwa emva kwesikhathi wa6ona uku
thi la6a6antu imiqondo ya6o kayinamathele kwe
zinye izinto, inamathele kulesisanusi. Wathuka naye 
esechushile wahamba wayewangena phakathi emshu
ngwini wa6antu, wema wa6uka. Wa6ona intomba
zana ihuqwe nge6ovu, 6onke u6uso, izinwele zayo 
ezigcwele izinyongo zezilwane, zazihlakazeke phansi 
sezinindwe umhla6athi. Nasemilenzeni intombazane 
yayihuqwe nge6ovu, emaqakaleni nasemadolweni ku
lenga u6usenga o6uphothwe kahle, 6ahlanganiswa 
ngezinqotho ezincane zezinyamzazane. Entanyeni kwa
khukhona izimpondo ezincane zodwa ezigxushwe imi
thi namakhu6alo aziwa isanusi leso. Njengo6a yayilele 
phansi lentombazana 6onke 6egcwele 6eyi6uka ngo
kumangala ezandleni zayo yayiphethe amawisa ama-
6ili ingawayekelele. 

USiqongo wa6uka, wa6uka kwafika enhliziyweni 
yakhe uvalo olukhulu loku6a ulahlekile, noku6a wenze 
isiphosiso ngoku6a a6aleke eEalungwini aze azofika 
lapha eDlovunga. Waqala ukuzisola inhliziyo yakhe 
yafikelwa ingebe yokwesa6a kwathi lapho e6uka a6antu 
ecaleni kwakhe wa6a6ona 6engamnakile amehlo a6o 
ebeke kulentombazane ekade yayi6agilela imihlola 
eDlovunga. uZwide uqo6o lwakhe wayekhona ehlezi. 
USiqongo wam6ona ngo6a wayehleli esihlalweni esi
phakeme, phezu kwakhe kukhona ophethe ihawu 
livimbele imise6e yelanga elishonayo uku6a linga
mshisi. 

Wam6uka uSiqongo, e6uka uZwide inhliziyo yakhe ye
nama, wema wa6uka lentombazane eyisanusi. Akali6a
langa ukukhumbula izinsuku ezindala zakwaMthethwa 
lapho yena izwe lisa6usa eyinyanga eyaziwayo kwa-
6akhona isikhathi esinzima sokomisa kwezulu eEalu
ngwini lapho kwafunwa izinyanga zezulu kwaze 
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kwalandwa enye eyayaziwa oSuthu. Wayekhumbula 
kahle ukuthi lenyanga yagila imihlola eminingi, iziwisa 
phansi ikweqa amehlo ikhuluma ngolimi olwalumanga
lisa a6antu. Noma yehluleka ukunisa izulu kodwa 
yabula okuningi okwakuliqiniso. 

Kuthe umqondo wakhe usaqhatha lokhu nalokhu
ya kwaMthethwa, yeluleka imtombazana yaqala uku
vuka sengathi ivuka e6uthongweni, yavuka maqede 
yashayelwa ihlombe, ezwakala amazwi a6antu 6esi
fazane ehla6elela, nehlombe 6eliwokloza 6ethi : 

" Y izwa ntombi yaphansi 
N dik' elikhulu lika.ia.ia, 
Wo, eyiya, ha." 

Yasukuma intombazana yasina, kwaduma ihlombe 
ndawozonke. Yasina intombazana iy'enhla, iy'enza
nsi, yaze yasondela ngalapho kukhona uSiqongo, yathi 
ukuma, yashaya phansi ngonyawo, lapho izandla 
zaduma ngamandla, zezwakala izixuku zithi : 

" Y izwa ntombi yaphansi, 
Yizwa, Yizwa I" 

Ya6uye yadlula intombazana, yathi iphakathi nesi
zinge, yahleka kakhulu, ukubleka kwayo kwa6a se
ngathi kuhleka a6antu 6ahlezi emgodini omkhulu, 
kanti qha, kuhleka yona yodwa. Ya6uye yahleka 
yathi: 

"Yizwani nina 6aka6a6a, nginuk'umthakath'omkhu-
lu ekade ngamnuka " 6ememeza 6ethi 

" Yizwa ntombi yaphansi, 
Yizwa, Yizwa I" 
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Ya6uye yathatha intombazane yathi : 
"Ha ha ha! Ngibula umthakath'omdala. Owa-

6aleka kwelaku6o, wafika kuleli." Yasho intomba
zana igxuma iya phezulu sengathi iyahlanya. 

" Kwezwakala ihlombe elikhulu lishaywa ngamandla, 
nengoma leyo 6a6uye 6ayiqala 6ayihaya ngamaphi
mbo amakhulu a6antu 6akwaNdwandwe. uSiqo
ngo wa6ukela esesondele kakhulu manje eseseduze 
nalapho kwakubulelwa khona. Wa6ona kakhulu 
naye, wazewashaya izandla. 
. Wa6ona a6anye a6antu se6eshaya -nje ngo6a 6eqeda 
~cala; a6anye 6ase6exega amadolo 6esa6a sengathi 
mtombazana lena eyindiki izokhomba Bona. Yaqhu-
6eka intombazane yathi: 

"Kade ngamnuka, ngam6ona ekude," 
" Yizwa ntombi yaphansi, 
"Yizwa, Yizwa," kwasho isixuku. Nempela into

mbazane yagxuma, yagxuma, yathi ithatha yaqonda 
phakathi kwesixuku esasingenzansi sibekene nenkosi, 
k~athi uSiqongo engazelele naye esabeke okwenziwa 
y1lentombazana wezwa isho6a lenkonkoni lihlala e6u
sweni 6akhe. Umzimba wakhe waphelelwa nga
~andla, wezwa ewa phansi, konke kwa6amnyama, 
1zw_e . lazula, lazula, lagcwala izinkanyezi, kwahlwa 
em1m. 
. I6andla lathi, qikilili ngo6a uMaguduza, indodaka

Z\ kaZwide yamshaya maqede uSiqongo yangenza 
~Jen~o6a yenza kwa6anye uku6a imshaye umuntu 
1mshiye khona lapho. Yamshaya yema phezu kwakhe 
esewile, yaphinda futhi yamshaya; wavuka uSiqongo 
wam6amba ngengalo yamdonsa. USoqongo walandela 
ehamba evathazela, isihlangu nemikhonto yakhe kwa
sala khona lapho wayewele khona. Intombazana 
yamhola ngesandla yayeyamshiya phakathi nesigcawu, 
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yahamba. Kwathi lapho izinsizwa ezikhethelwe uku
gcina umse6enzi wazo zi6ahulule 6onke a6anukiwe, 
sezithi ziyameqa uSiqongo, waphakamisa isandla sa
khe uMaguduza wathi : 

" Akenikahle ! 11 

Izinsizwa nesixuku sonke sa6antu sathi dlengelele. 
K wamemeza a6anye ezixukwini 6athi : 

" Yena uyekwa ngo6a enjani ? 11 

A6anye 6aqala ukumsinga 6embekisisa ukuthi yena 
lo mthakathi onukwa lapha ungowaphi. Eonke 
a6antu 6a6emqa6uka lo muntu, ngakhoke a6anye 
6akla6alasa 6athi: 

" Umthakathi wezizwe, akaziwa muntu, m6ambeni, 
nim6ulale." 

Nempela kwasondela iningi, a6esilisa se6ephaka
mise amawisa, na6esifazane a6anye 6ephethe ama
phini a6anye 6aphethe izikhuni zithunqa intuthu 
ezinye zisavutha ilahle ngempela. Uku6a a6one 
uZwide ukuthi nempela a6antu se6eqonde ukum6ulala 
lomuntu wezizwe, wamemeza ngezwi elikhulu wathi: 

"Nenzani? Niyagcwaneka yini? 11 Wathi esho 
njalo wayesukuma phansi ehla eqonde esixukwini 
esasesixokozela, nempela sesingenwe ngumoya woku-
6ulala. Wehla washeshisa, wengena phakathi kwesi
xuku, sathi damu okwamanzi uwaphonsa imbokodwe, 
wafika uZwide wam6amba ngengalo lomfokazi, wa
m6uka phansi wam6uka phezulu, wam6uza wathi: 

"Uze unukwe lapha nje ungowaphi? " 
Waqhaqhazela uSiqongo waswela amazwi okuwa

khuluma, wathi kuphela; 
" Nkosi yarni ! 11 

"Ngiya6uza ngithi, ungowaphi mfokazi? Kawazi 
yini ukuthi ngingakhomba ngomunwe khona manje 
la6a-6antu 6aka6a6a 6akuqedaqede khona manje? " 
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"Hhawu silo-sengwe ngo6a ngenzeni? " Lawo 

mazwi angena enhliziyweni kaZwide naye waqalaza, 
wa6ona 6onke a6antu se6em6uka 6ebeke izwi eliqha
muka kuye. Umuntu onukiwe wayengakhulunyiswa, 
kuphela wayethathwa ayiswe ngaphandle komuzi 
a6ulawe. Wayazi ukuthi yena uqo6o lwakhe waphula 
umthetho womda6u. Kodwa wathi lapho eguqula 
amehlo akhe ahlangana nawendodakazi yakhe uMagu
duza, imi i6ukela Yasondela ihamba iphethe amawisa 
ayo ama6ili, nesho6a lenkonkoni ngakwesinye isandla. 
Yafika yathi: 

"Uye lo muntu engam6ona evela kude ngim6oniswa 
amadlozi akwethu; uye, lomuntu akakho omunye." 

"Ungu6ani wena? 11 ku6uza inkosi. 
Wathi umfokazi, 
"NginguSiqongo, kaNgulazane wakwaMbatha.11 

" Pho uqharnukaphi lapha? " 
" Wo, nkosi," kusho uSiqongo, " ngiyafika-nje, 

ngiqhamuka le kwelakwaMthethwa eli6uswa ngu
Dingiswayo, okade kunguGodongwane, kaJo6e. 

" Ufunani lapha? " 
"Wo, wena wohlanga, ukuhamba kuzal'induna. 

Eengiyinceku kaMawewe umfowa6o kaDingiswayo 
o6ekade e6usa uDingiswayo lo ebungukile. Wathi 
ukufika uDingiswayo wam6ulala urnfowa6o uMawewe, 
nami njengo6a 6engiyinsila kaMawewe kwafaneleka 
ngi6ulawe kodwa ngeqa ngasinda, nga6aleka ngaze 
ngafika lapha. Ukufika-nje lokhu, wena waphezulu, 
ngiyafika-nje. Ngingene ngentunja laphaya ngenxa 
yoku6a ngesa6a ngi6ona emzini omkhulu kangaka 
kuphethuzela. Ngangena ngacasha laphaya." Washo 
wakhomba uSiqongo. Ukukhuluma kwakhe kwafana 
njengokomfana elinga ukuzihlanguza lapho a6anye 
6emnemba ngecala. 
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Ya6uya ya6uza inkosi yathi: 
" Uqond'ukwenzani lapha."? 
" Nkosi ngizokhonza ngakho konke enginakho. K we

lakithi kwaMthethwa ngangiphatha, imithi namakhu-
6alo, namakhambi asendle nawo ngiyawa6ona ngiwa
hlukanise. Eengiphatha inkosi ngeyami imithi ngo6a 
engekho ongahlulayo kwelakithi." 

" Pho, uca6anga ukuthi ngo6a kwelakini engekho 
okwahlulayo, nalapha kwaNdwandwe a6akho a6akwe
hlulayo? Ukhuluma kanjani lomuntu? " kusho inkosi 
ngokumangala. 

"Qha6o kangisho njalo, wena wohlanga. Ngichaza 
umse6enzi wami njengo6a 6engiwenza. Phela izi
nyanga ziyeqana ngo6a kayimbiwa ndawonye." 

Kwezwakala omunye ethi: 
" Umthakathi uqo6o lwakhe." 
Omunye wathi : 
" Usayekelwani ? " 
UZwide wanga6anaka la6o kodwa wa6uza 

wathi: 
"Uthini ngalowaya? " Esho ekhomba indodakazi 

yakhe uMaguduza. USiqongqo waphenduka wayi-
6uka intombazana leyo wayifumana nayo im6uka, 
kodwa wathula, wa6uye wabeka enkosini. Wa6uza 
uZwide wathi, 

" Uthini ngalowaya? " 
\Vaphendula uSiqongo wathi : 
"Lowaya unamandla uwathatha emadlozini. 

U Bona ngamehlo amadlozi, mina engingenawo. Mina 
ngelapha ngezandla zamadlozi amehlo amadlozi angi
nawo, Nda6ezitha. Yena eyedwa akanamandla ama
khulu kakhulu, nami noma ngiyiphatha imithi ka
nginamandla kwakuyaphi ngo6a kufanele ngisazi, 
ngisi6one isifo kuqala." 
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"Maguduza," sekumcmeza uZwide. Nempela uMa
guduza asondele. 

"Wenziwa njani lo-muntu wakho? " 
"Ngam6ona ekude, ngim6oniswa ngamadlozi. Ulu

sizo kimina ngo6a nonke niyangesa6a uma amadlozi 
ekhuluma nami. Ngaye ngizose6enza imise6enzi ni-
6one. Uma ninga6oni lutho uyo6ulawa. Ngim6onile 
eza kude nalapha echusha laphaya; kodwa nonke 
anim 6onanga." 

Washo njalo uMaguduza wahamba wayewangena 
endlini yakhe yedwa wavala. Wema phambi kwa-
6antu uSiqongo waphelelwa amandla, kwaze kwakhu
luma inkosi yathi, 

" Nyongoyotshani ! 
Kwasa6ela indoda endala eyayigaxe imigodla emhla

ne yathi : 
" Nda6ezitha I " 
"Thatha nang'uSiqongo uhambc naye umlungiselele 

indlu kanye nawe ngasesigodlweni ngo6a uzodingwa 
uMaguduza." 

Wasondela uNyongoyotshani wamthatha uSiqongo, 
wahamba naye wayewangena endlini. A6antu 6onke 
a6anye 6ahlakazeka ngezindlu za6o 6anyamalala 
ngamunye ngamunye. 

Ekufikeni kwa6o endlini uNyongoyotshani noSi
qongqo 6ahlala phansi, uNyongoyotshani wa6asa 
umlilo, kwakhanya endlini. uSiqongo wa6uza wathi : 

" Ngingazilanda kanjani izimpahla zami laphaya 
ngaphandle lapho ngizishiye khona? " 

Wathi uNyongoyotshani : 
" Lapha eDlonvunga umuntukazana akayingakulelo 

cala wena ochushe ngalo; futhi nami uqo6o Iwami 
kanginamandla okuya ngakhona ngo6a uma izinsila 
zenkosi zikezangi6ona ngingafa nginukwe njengo-
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muntu onemikhu6a." Usho njalo-ke uNyongoyo
tshani uyawukhwezela urnlilo wezinkuni zomthombo
thi nomnyamathi, usu6ambelele, uyavutha kodwa 
kawuka6i namalahle. Ea6uye 6athula endlini 6athi 
nya. uSiqongo waphuma phandle wanyonyo6a wa
chusha futhi ngenye imbo6o wehla encike umuzi 
wayewafika lapho izimpahla zakhe zi6ekwe ngakhona 
wazithatha wanyonyo6a. Wathi lapho edlula nga
kwenye yezindlu kwa6ekukhona indoda ingaphandle 
yam6uza yathi : 

"U6ani lowaya ohamba lapha ngalesisikhathi? " 
Kodwa kakuzwakalanga mpendulo uSiqongo wa

hamba wenyuka washuma lapho ephume khona wangena 
nezimpahla zakhe wazi6eka emsamo. Wamjeqeza 
uNyongoyotshani wathula wabeka phansi kwathi 
naye uSiqongo esehlezi otha umlilo wathi uNyongo
yotshani: 

"U6ukeka ungumuntu wenkani. Lapha kwelakithi 
uma uzo6a nenkani uzolimala." 

"Usho ngo6a sengiye ngathatha imithwalo yami? 
ku6uza uSiqongo. Kodwa wena usuthi 6engizokwe
nzenjani njengo6a lapha emthwalweni yami kukhona 
isiphuku sami sokulala, negudu lami lokubema, 
lokhu thina 6akwaMthethwa lezizinto zithi wena, 
uma uxoshwa kwelakini ushiya konke ngisho 
na6afazi na6anta6akho kodwa, igudu lakho nesiphuku 
akusali." 

Wathula uNyongoyotshani ngo6a wayengamthandi 
uSiqongo, nokulaliswa naye lokhu kuyena kwa6a 
yisilonda esikhulu. 

Wayesethi: 
"Mina ngiyephuza ukulala, uma sewozela unge

ndlala nomaphi uzilalele." 
Wa6uza uSiqongo wathi: 
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"Hhawu mnumzane, ngilambile, sekuthi ma
ngife nokufa. Ngingethole into yoku6amba ithu
mbu?" 

Waphendula uNyongoyotshani wathi: 
"Zi6ukula leya mbenge laphaya, uzisize, mma 

6esengidlile." 
Nempela uSiqongo wasukurna waye wayi6ona imbe

nge wayifumanisa igcwele izindlu6u ziphekwe kahle. 
Wadla, beka umuntu sekungamasonto ahamba ekhaya 
ukudla okugcwalisa isisu engazange akuthole. Wathi 
eqeda walala wathi ja, wazembesa ngesiphuku sakhe. 
Ngenxa yokufudumala komlilo wezwa esekwesika
Badakazi kuthi noma eqa6uka ebeka afumanise 
uNyongoyotshani ehlezi ngasemlilweni elungisa umu
thi noma ephethe intshengula yakhe ebema njengo
muntu ophelelwe yisineke. Kwaqhu6eka kanjalo 
izinsukwana uSiqongo ehlalisiwe kwaNyongoyotshani 
engazi isigcino sakhe kwazekwathi ngelinye ilanga 
wezwa kumenyezwa kuthiwa: 

"Nang'uNyongoyotshani 60 ! " 
'' Nang'uNyongoyotshani 60 ! '' Kwakla6alasa wonke 

umuzi, kwazise ukuthi uNyongoyotshani ufunwa inkosi, 
uZwide uqo6o lwakhe. Amazwi ahamba umuzi wonke 
kwaze kwezwakala yen'uqo6o lwakhe uNyongoyo
tshani wathi: 

"Nda6a ! " 
Amazwi a6antu ayesephela njengo6a wayesesa6ele 

uNyongoyotshani. Wasukela phezulu wayewangena 
esigodlweni, wakhothama, wagaqa ngamadolo phansi, 
yath'inkosi : 

"Uphi lowaya mun tu engithe mgcine? " 
Wath'uNyongoyotshani, 
" Ukhona nkosi." 
"Ungumunt'onjani ngokum6ona kwakho?" 

• 
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"Nkosi angimqondi mina ngo6a e6usuku esikhu
ndleni soku6a aqwashe njengami lapho ngibila imithi 
namakhu6alo, yena uyalala ahuqe u6uthongo," kusho 
uNyongoyotshani." 

Yaphenduka inkosi yabeka eceleni yathi kwenye 
yezinduna, "Eizani lezozigijimi eziphuma eEalungwini 
kuDingiswayo zize lapha nom6iko, wazo." Yaphuma 
induna yayo6iza amadodana kaMavela wakwaMahlase, 
oQedizwe noZwela6o. K wathi nya isikhashana, za
ngena izinsizwa ezimbili zakhuleka. 

Yathi enye induna, " ningenelani esigodlweni na
mahawu, nemikhonto na? " 

Izinsizwa kaziphendulanga. 
" Kanizwa yini ukuthi esigodlweni senkosi kakunge-

nwa namahawu nemikhonto na? " 
Waphendula uZwela6o wathi, 
"Ye6o siyezwa." 
" Pho kaniphumi ngani ningene ngezandla? " Ku-

6uza enye induna. Ngesikbathi zi6uzwa izinsizwa 
uZwide wayethule ezi6uka phansi eziqaphelisa isimi 
sazo. K wathi emva kwesikhathi yaphendula enye 
insizwa, uQedizwe wathi : 

" Ngokwakithi, thina uma sithunyiwe kasahlukani 
nezikhali zethu ngo6a asikwazi okuphambili. Amasiko 
akwaMthethwa ahlukile kwawenu. Izikhali zethu 
kazenzi lutho uma singachukuluziwe. Zingumzimba, 
zifana nebeshu kithina. Uma, ndunayenkosi, uthi 
masishiye phandle izikhali zethu, uthi ngeny'indlela 
masize phambi kwenkosi yakwaNdwandwe njenge
zilima ezingayazi inkosi yazo." 

"Ukhuluma khale mfana," kusho uZwide. "Pho 
ninga6aka6ani ? " 

Waphendula omncane uZwela6o wathi : . . 
"Singa6aka Mavela wakwaMahlase eEalungwm1. 
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Lona ngumnewethu omkhulu uQedizwe, mina ngingu
Zwela6o ngelama yena emhlane." 

"Nithunywe uDingiswayo kimina? " 
"Nda6a," kusho izinsizwa. 
" Uthini? " 
" Inkosi ithi," kuphendula uQedizwe, "Wena u6ulele 

umlamu wayo uMalusi, ngaphandle kwesizathu. Nga
khoke masilande ikhanda likaMalusi, si6uye naye 
ehamba ngezinyawo zozimbili." 

Wanele ukuqeda maqede kwachwaza wonke u
mkhandlu, wahleka, kuhleka amadoda ayelalele. 

Kwathi lapho 6onke 6ehleka, uZwide akazange 
ahleke wathula nje wa6ukana nalezinsizwa wayese6iza 
enye yezinduna zakhe uku6a zilande uSiqongo eze 
lapha e6andla. Nempela wanyamalala isikhashana 
lowo othunyiwe wa6uya naye uSiqongo eqalisa uku-
6izelwa enkundleni yamadoda. Wafika wathiyazela 
e6ona ku6uthene amadoda ayeyiziphakanyiswa, wa
mangala inga6e kwenzenjani. 

Yam6uza inkosi yathi kuye: 
"Siqongo ake ubekisise la6a6afana a6emi laphaya." 
N empela wa6abekisisa uSiqongo: wafikelwa ukwesa6a 

kwaqhaqhazela amadolo. Wayeca6anga ukuthi a6a
fana 6akaMavela se6ethunywe uku6a 6amlande a6uyele 
kwaMthethwa. Ngakhoke wema ephelelwe ngamandla 
engazi into angase ayenze. Wa6a6uka a6afana la6a 
wayesephendula ethi : 

"Sengathi ngiya6azi, Nda6ezitha." 
"Uca6anga ukuthi nga6aka6ani? " 
Waphendula uSiqongo wathi: 
"Nda6ezitha ngithi la6a6afana ngamadodana ka

Mavela wakwaMahlase uyisemkhulu wala6a6afana 
nguye owayazi inda6a yeNana6uke, mhlawumbe nani 
kulomhla6a senake nayizwa. La6a6afana 6azalwa 
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liqhawe kwelakithi kwaMthethwa lapho ngavela khona 
-N da6ezi tha." 

Yathula inkosi, ya6a6uka la6a6afana yathi: 
" Ngiyezwa, Siqongo." 
Ya6uye ya6uza ezinsizweni ezimbili yathi : 
"Bafana 6akaSiqongo, niyamazi lomuntu onicha-

zayo na?" 
Izinsizwa zaphendula kanyekanye zathi : 
"Ye6o, Nda6ezitha." 
" Ungu6ani lomuntu? Nazini ngaye? " 
"Nda6ezitha lomuntu siyamazi. Igarna lakhe uSi-

qongo, o6ekunguyena nyanga kaMawewe umfowa6o 
wenkosi yethu uDingiswayo. USiqongo Iona 6eku
fanele a6ulawe kanye noMawewe kodwa kasazi ukuthi 
yena wasinda kanjani. Ngenxa yoku6aleka kwakhe 
esa6a ukufa aze a6e lapha, siyamangala. Siyofika 
sisho nasekha ya." 

"Qha, kaninakugoduka no6abili," sekusho inkosi. 
Kuzohamba a6emunye, omunye asale lapha njengesi-
6oshwa kuze ku6onakale amandla enkosi yakini 
ukuthi akhawulaphi. Wena omdala, igama lakho 
ungu6ani ? " 

Waphendula omdala wathi : 
"NginguQedizwe, Nda6a." 
"Wena uyasala lapha, kuthi lona omncane agoduke 

aye ayo6ika kuDingiswayo ukuthi umlamu wakhe 
lowo uMalusi, eke amthola kovuka onke amaNdwa
ndwe ahambe ngezinyawo, ngifunge uNo6antwana ka-
6a6a ekwaMthethwa kuyena uDingiswayo." 

Yasho maqede inkosi, yatsaka amathe aye ahlala 
kude. Yasukuma yathi : 

" Hamba mfana omncane uyo6ika lokho enkosini 
yakho. Nyongoyotshani, nango omunye wakwaMthe
thwa mthathe uhlale naye njengalowo omunye." 
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Wathi uku6a asho lokho wa6uyewazikhuza wathi: 
"Qha, futhi lomfana akayekwa6anye a6afana 6a

mbeke anga6aleki kuze ku6uye impendulo evela 
kwaMthethwa, kesi6one." 

Washo uZwide wafulathela. 
Esehambile a6afana 6o6a6ili 6a6ukana, omncane 

wakhihlizela izinyembezi, kodwa omkhulu wathula. 
Wathi omncane. 

" Qha, mfowethu, kuhle kusale mina, wena uhambe 
uyo6ika lomhlola ekhaya ngo6a wena unemisipha 
eqinile, nokugijima uyakwazi, uyangedlula." 

" Uzwile ukuthi inkosi ithini? Ingikhombile yangi
khetha uku6a kuhambe wena mina ngisale. Akulutho 
lokho, noma wena ungahamba kancane njengomnenke, 
uma uyofika ekhaya kulungile. Uma senza okunye 
funa mhlawumbe siyazonela, kuthi lowo osalayo 
6asale 6am6ulale noma 6amenze umhlola othize. 
Uya6ona lo muntu uSiqongo uyingozi, ngakhoke 
masingakhombisi umoya wokulwa. Masithambe sithi 
vosho." 

"Noma kunjalo mina ngifuna ukusala kuhambe 
wena. Ngiyam6ona uSiqongo lona, nginokumqa
phela. Imithi ayiphathayo mi6i," kusho omncane. 

Kwathi 6esakhuluma kunjalo 6engakaqedi uQediz
we wa6anjwa yisandla lapha emhlane, kwasekukhuluma 
izwi lithi: 

"Sengikulandile, masihambe," washo lomuntu wa
mkhapheza. 

Wamangala uQedizwe uku6a apha thwe kanjena 
wa6uza wathi : 

"Hhawu wethu ungi6arnba sengathi u6amba umfana 
• ;> " n1e. Washo edlu6ulunda egqa6ula umshiza waga-

dla. Kwa6e akagadlile yavika lensizwa yakwaNdwa
ndwe yamchapha ngesithuko yathi, 
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"Washa-kuthi, kuthi." 
Wathi uQedizwe, 
"Washo ngingakakushayi. Ivume I " Wathi eli

qeda lelo, zazimthela owakwaNdwandwe. 
" Hhawu wethu, uyangishaya? " 
Wathi engakaligwinyi yayihlala enyc induku, ya

ngena ka6i ngasenhlafunweni, wakhithika phansi owa
kwaNdwandwe aka6uyanga avuke. Ngenkathi ethi 
uthatha ikhefu uQedizwe zamthelekela izinsizwa ezi
ntathu ziza zikhokhe izinduku enye isiphakamise iklwa 
ithi : 

" Mlahle phansi, mgwaze ! " 
Kwa6akhona isiyaluyalu, kwanga6onakala okungu

yena-yena. Kwezwakala izaga zempi nezokulwa enku
ndleni kwaze kwaqhamuka inkosi uqo6o lwayo futhi 
yamemeza yathi : 

"Yini lapho? Kwenziwani Mlangeni na? " 
UMlangeni okwakunguyena obeka ama6utho, engu

ndunankulu wangena phakathi kwesinyakanyaka wa
gadla, wagadla, kwahlukana phakathi. K wathi kuthi 
damu, kwezwckala omunye ngelokugcina wathi: 

" Ji ! Ji I " 
Phakathi kwa6onakala uQedizwe eseqcthukile 

egcwele izingozi, namanxe6a yonke indawo. Waye
ngasanyakazi, engasadikizi. 

" Yini le, Mlangeni? " ku6uza inkosi, ngokumangala. 
" Kangazi Nda6ezitha nami ngiyafika." Kuphe

ndula uMlangeni. 
" Ngiya6uza ngithi, yini le? Uma ningaphenduli 

nonke enilapha nizo6a njengala6a ngomzuzwana 
omncane nje. U6ani othi ninamandla oku6ulala 
umuntuwezizwe emzini ka6a6a." 

Kwaphendula enye insizwa yathi: 
" Nda6ezitha ! Lomfokazi si6one eqeda induna 
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yethu eyi6ulalela ngaphambi kwethu ngo6a imqhu6ile 
yamahlukanisa nomfowa6o." 

"Nonke ningaka,nimhlanganyelena? "ku6uza inkosi. 
" Kusuke kwamnyama amehlo, Nda6ezitha, sathuka 

sesenze njena," kuphendula insizwa. 
" Kanizwanga yini ngenkathi uSiqongo e6achaza 

la6a6afana ukuthi 6azalwa iqhawe uyise nguMavela 
wakwaMahlase owahamba neNana6uke? Nica6anga 
ukuthi ningabekana nala6a? Ye6o yalala insizwa 
yeneka izandla. Niyali6ona elayo igazi liphuma nje
ngamanzi, liyampompoza. Uphi omunye? " 

" Nanguya Nkosi, ngimenyulile ngamkhaphezela 
laphaya ngenkathi eziphonsa, ezilahla ngo6a e6ona 
ku6ulawa umfowa6o," kusho uMlangeni. 

Nempela wayemi uZwela6o eqhaqhazela wonke 
umzimba ngenxa yokuthukuthela engazange a6ena
mandla okuziphindiselela. 

Ngalclo langa uZwela6o wahamba wayewayolala 
kude emizini yczinduna ezikhonze kwaMthethwa. 
Aka6anga namandla okulala ngokuthula ngo6a umqo
ndo wakhe wawugcwele izinto azi6one zenziwa kwa
Ndwandwe. Wathi elele wa6ona futhi ngephupho, 
sengathi usenkundleni yakwaNdwandwe, izinsizwa 
zakhona ziyeza, ziyeza, ziyammemeza zithi: 

" Mlahle phansi, Mgwaze ! " 
Noma zizakanjalo kodwa zazingafinyeleli eduzc 

kakhulu uku6a zimgwaze zim6ulale. Kothi kusenjalo 
kuvuleke ige6e elide elishaya umoya omakhaza osi
kayo kwamancane, sengathi umuntu angafa kuno
ku6a amiswe phezu kwege6a elinjalo. 

Kwakuthi noma leliphupho lakhe limqale kanjani, 
kodwa laligcina ngandlela yinye. Kothi lapho esefisa 
sengathi angafa, kuzwakale njalo amazwi ezinsizwa 
zakwaNdwandwe zithi : 

L 
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" Mlahle phansi, Mgwaze ! " . . 
Athi usalalele, ezwe izwi lomnewa6o uQed1_zw~ likhala 

ngokuda6ukisayo ngaphans_i ~alelo ge5e hth1: ,, 
"Ungiyekela ngi6ulawa 1Z1tha mfoweth_u na? . 
Lapha eseca6anga ukuziphonsa phans1 ege6em a

ngalazi umkhawulo walo,njalo wayethuka,avuke,ahlale 
phansi ocansini esekhefuzela njengomuntu ophethwe 
yiphika. 

Wahamba naleli phupho wayewafinyelela. ekhaya 
6·ka inda6a yokuhamba kwakhe e6andlem lakwa-

wa 1 . ·1 k h 1 Mthethwa lathula lalalela la6amba 1m1 omo up e a . 
Uku6a khona kukaSiqongo k\~aNdwandwe kwa6a-
phatha ka6i ngo6a umfana wath1 : . . 

"Ngahlala ngaze nga6ona n0S1qongo mduna ka: 
Mawewe. USiqongo unegama kwaNdwa~dwe. Futh~ 
lapha kwaNdwandwe inkosi yakhona 11~e~dodakaz1 
elindiki egila imikhu6a ngemithi. A6as~k1-6e6unda 
kwaNdwandwe 6athi uSiqongo use6enz1sana ~ayo 
lentombazana. Amakhu6alo namalumbo a6~wag1layo 
6ayamangalisa. Eayakwazi ukuphuphu~hek1s~ umu: 
ntu 6amenze into a6ayithandayo. Eanezmte~ez1_ zex:np1 
ezimangalisayo. Impi echelwe yi~ona, 6aymcm~!sa, 
k "fulatheli futhi kayingenwa yim1khonto kalula .. 
ar, Uthini ~fana kaMavela na? " ku6uza elinye 

ikhehla. . 
1 

t b 
" Ye6o ngisho njalo nina 6ant~ 6enkos1. n om ~-

zana leyo eyindiki mina nomuf1 (um~owethu) ~ang1-
yi6onanga kodwa izinda6a zayo 6esez1gcwele ezmdle-
6eni zethu." . 

K wasukuma elinye ekhehla lath1 : 
" Mtanami umnewenu wamshiya khona lapho enku-

' . . . . I ,, 
ndleni, awazi ukuth1 wenz1wa n1am. " . 

"Kangazi 6a6a," kusho uZwela6o. Ka6a~g1-
nikanga thu6a loku6a ngi6uye ngim6one. Kuphela mto 
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engayi6onayo isidurnbu sakhe silele phansi se6em6u
lele; sasopha igazi. Yilokhu kuphela engaku6onayo 
Bantu 6enkosi." 

Kwathula kwathi cwaka futhi e6andla 6alalela 
arnazwi omfana esancencetha ezindle6eni za6o njenge
nsimbi yethusi. lnkosi yahlala phansi yathula, yasu
ka lapho yayongena elawini layo ngasesigodlweni. 
Y afumanisa ngasemnyango kukhona umfanyana o
mncane ebince u6uhlalu 6uyisigegana, esirnhlophe esine
mi6adlana e6omvu. Wema uDingiswayo, wam6uka 
lomntwana, kuyilapho eqala ukuhamba ebadazela. 
Wanele ukum6ona urnntwana waguquka wabeka kuye 
engathi uyakhasa, wa6uye wayi6uka phezulu inkosi 
wasukuma umntwana wabadazela wayewathi falaka
hla ezinyaweni zenkosi. Inkosi yahleka yamthatha 
ngesandla yam6uka umntwana, yahleka. 

Yathi isakhulurna naye umntwana kwaqhamuka 
umzanyana wakhe wasondela wafike wathi enkosini : 

"Kuthiwa mangimlande, umntwana ayoncela." 
Y athi inkosi : 
" Kusho Bani? " 
"Kusho unina uMaNxumalo." 
" Y ena akamlandi ngani ? " 
Yathula intombazane yadla iminwe ngo6a ingazi 

ukuthi izothini isigcino yaze yawathola amazwi oku
washo, yathi : 

" Unina u6esa6arnbekile elungisa ukudla." 
Wahleka uDingiswayo wathula, intombazana ya

mthatha umntwana yahamba naye yamyisa kunina 
endlunkulu. 

"Umfumanisephi umntwana? " ku6uza uNo6a
ntwana (urnaNxumalo) . 

" N?imf~m.anise ngasendlini yenkosi uqo6o lwayo. 
Ngath1 ng1th1 gaga, ngayifumanisa inkosi idlala naye 
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umntwana. Ngayitshela ngathi ngithunywe _nguwe 
uku6a ngimlande umntwana. Yona ya6uza yath1, wena 
u6ungamlandi ngani. 

Lawo mazwi amco6a uNo6antwana angena enhli-
ziyweni yakhe wathula. . Wamthath~ umntwana wa
mncelisa emmboze nges1khumba sesilo esathunyelwa 
kuyena nguDingiswayo esengu<?o~ongwane. ~asiphu
lula u6oya 6aso o6ude, efaka 1mm~e phakath1 kwa6o, 
a6uye asiphulule u6oya 6ulale 6uth1 _m?a, 6ucwe6ezela. 

Ngesikhathi enza konke lokhu 1m1ca6ango yakhe 
yayingekho phezu kwalomntwana. Kuyena umntwana 
lo kwakunjengesixha samalungu enyama a6oshwe 
ndawonye ayese6ekwa emathangeni akhe. Nalapho 
umntwana ekhahlela imilenzana emnyarnana kuvela 
amapha6a ezinyawo amhloshana; lapho i_~ile:1z~na 
ibeke phezulu emunca i6ele eligcwele u6is1,. 1m1ca-
6ango yakhe yayikude isezikhathini zo6untomb1 6akhe 
mhla uGodongwane emphekezela e6aleka ngenxa ka
yise, nalapho uJevuza emgca6a emfaka insizi ~thize 
a6uye ayithathe ayifake kuGodongwane sengath1 uya-
6anhlanganisa khona 6engeke 6ahlu~ar:ie ungunapha
kade. Wali6ona lelolanga mhla ez1mkela kuGodo~ 
ngwane efunga ngamathambo awoyisemkhulu ukuth1 
akanakuthanda omunye ngaphandle kwakhe. Wa6uye 
wa6ona ngesikhathi uGodongwana enyamalele ku
ngezwakali lutho ngaye kufika izinsizwa z~ku6o ~wa
Ndwandwe ezazizalwa nga6amnumzane, z1fika z1funa 
ukumthatha zonke zizinhle zimthembisa okukhulu. 
Inhliziyo yakhe yadangala kwa6akhona ukuzisola 
sengathi nga6e avuma enye yazo wagcagcela ekhay~ 
ezweni laku6o. Lapho wayengase ahlale phakath1 
kornhlane nembeleko eduze nomfowa6o owayelungele 
noma ngasiphi isikathi ukumvikela. . 

H Ha ! imica6ango yakhe yamzulazuhsa yamyisa 
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enhla nasenzansi waze waphendukisa amehlo akhe 
ngasemnyango lapho wa6ona ithunzi kwaBa sengathi 
ukhona ongenayo. Nempela kwangena omunye wesi
fazane kwathi lapho em6ukisisa wafumanisa ukuthi 
nguDingiwe uqo6o lwakhe. Wema isikhashana uDi
ngiwe engakhulumi, wasondela eduze kukaNo6antwana 
wahlala phansi wathi thekence wam6uka emehlweni. 

Wathuka esekhulumile uNo6antwana wathi : 
" Hhawu, nawe dadewethu, Dingiwe, ungangiphatha 

kanje? Ungishiyise izwe lakithi nakho konke engi
kuthandayo ungihehele kumfowenu khona uzongishiya 
ngi6e njengezichaka ezilapha esigodlweni? " 

Akaphendulanga uDingiwe wathula, wasondela 
wathatha umntwana ezandleni zikaNo6antwana 
wathi: 

"Muhle dadewethu, arnehlo akhe afana nawakho, 
kodwa hhawu isisu sinjengesesinana." Uthe fapho 
esekhuluma wayesebekise kumntwana wathi: 

" Suka wena lendojeyana, udlelani kakhulu? Phu
ma uyokwalusa a6anye a6afana 6asesi6ayeni." Nje
ngo6a esho njalo umfanyana kaNo6antwana wahleka 
wamamatheka efake umunwe emlonyeni, engagqoke 
lutho emzimbeni, kuphela umucu wo6uhlalu owaye
wuthunyelwe nguninakhulu mhla emutha igama, wathi 
unguSomveli. UNo6antwana esikhundleni soku6a a
khulume naye, wazifumanisa engowezizwe endaweni 
yezizwe. Wafikelwa ukuthukuthela kwenhliziyo kodwa 
wa6uye wazikhuza wathula, wahlala-nje nesikhumba 
sesilo siphezu kwamathanga akhe sendlalekile, kunga
hleli lutho kuso. 

Owakhuluma kuqala uDingiwe. 
" Ngikuvakashele namhla, No6antwana. Kade nga

gcina ngenxa yamatwayitwayi alapha. Ngizohla
nganisa amehlo." 
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Wathula uNo6antwana wam6uka-nje. Kodwa kwa
thi lapho em6uka njalo, wafikelwa ifu emehlweni, 
kanti izinyembezi, zehla, njengamanz'emvula lina 
izulu. Kodwa uDingiwe aka6ukekanga sengathi inhli
ziyo yakhe iyathinteka, namehlo akhe abeka phansi 
njalo waqhu6eka wakhuluma edlalisa umntwana wathi : 

"Umfowethu inhliziyo yakhe i6uhlungu selokhu 
e6one umtwana lo. Lonke ilanga kad'ekhuluma nga
ye, nangawe. Nami sekuyisikhathi eside ngagcinana 
noDingiswayo kodwa namhla ungi6izile wathi ufuna 
ukungi6ona. Ngaya kuyena wafika wathi kimina :-

" Dingiwe kade ngi6ona igazi lami inyama yamatha
mbo ami izolo. Umntwana omncane womfana ngimfice 
lapha edlala, ngathi lapho ngimdlalisayo kwafika umza
nyana wamthatha. LomntwanaokaNo6antwana. Ha
mbake uye kuNo6antwana umtshele ukuthi nasi isi
gijimi sithi kuza uSenzangakhona inkosi yamaZulu. 

"Kufuneka uNo6antwana atshele onke amakhosikazi 
agaye utshwala 6enkosi yamaZulu. Nguyena ozo
kwa6a ukudla akhethe 6onke a6azokupha a6esifazane. 
Ham bake Dingiwe, utshele uNo6antwana kanjalo, nawe 
umsize ekutsheleni sonke isifazane kungasali namunye." 

"Nankoke umyalo kaDingiswayo kuwena." Wa
thula uNobantwana waphelelwa isineke walalela izinto 
ezikhulunywa ngudadewa6o uDingiwe, akazanga anya
kaze, wathula wakhexa umlomo, wamangala. 

Wathi esuka wathi : 
" Kangizwa kahle dadewethu, Dingiwe, kangizwa. 

Uthini uDingiswayo? Ithini inkosi? ngiwatshele ka
njani onke lawamakhosikazi okunamuhla engangazi 
ukuthi ngingu6ani? Ingani phela uyazi ukuthi inkosi 
ithumele kumfowethu uZwide uku6a a6eke lapha 
uMalusi, owam6ulalayo? Hhawu, uthini Dingiwe? 
lngani lawo mazwi aqondisa ukulolwa kwemikhonto 
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nokuthintithwa kwezihlangu? Uthini Dingiwe? Ka
ngizwa." 

UDingiwe kwa6asengathi akezwa lutho nje nempela 
wali6ala ukudlala nomntwana, amphakamise, am6eke 
emhlane a6uye ammise phansi kodwa kufumaniseke 
ukuthi umntwana yena akathandi ukumiswa phansi 
ufuna ukuphathwa. Sonke lesisikhathi uDingiwe 
uyashalaza namehlo akhe, uyamncisha wona uNo6a
ntwana. Wathi efika umzanyana womtwana ezomtha
tha waphakamisa ikhanda uDingiwe wathi : 

"Kodwa No6antwana khona sekuyini, usuca6anga 
ukuthi uDingiswayo usengakhohlwa nguwe ? Pho 
khona sekunjalo usuthi nami pho? Uyashesha uku
phelelwa yithemba." 

"Umuntu angenze njani uma izinto zimmele nje
ngami nje? " ku6uza uNo6antwana. 

"Uqinisile kodwa noma izinto zikumele kanje ka
wuwedwa lapha emzini ka6a6a, ngikhona nami. Ngi
yazi ukuthi wesa6a udadewenu Iona uZenzile. Ehhe, 
uZenzile uliqhalaqhala uyimbongi yokwakhe, uzi
khoth'emhlane, sonke akasazi uku6a singo6ani. Akazi 
ukuthi umuntu wesilisa unjengencwincwi yona enomlo
m'omude. lphuza ezimbalini eziningi uju olifakwa 
phakathi yizinyosi lezi ozi6ona zi6unganyela amaqa-
6unga asendle. Kodwa incwincwi kayikhohlwa imbali 
yente6e emfuleni ngo6a unlna wayi6onisa yona, kuqala. 
Incwincwi iyogcina lapho yaqala khona. Futhi isi
gcino si6e sikhulu, kunesiqalo." 

Lawamazwi angena enhliziyweni kaNo6antwana 
agxila athi tshi. UDingiwe selokhu umfowa6o wa
mthatha uNo6antwana wayengajwayele uku6a alokhu 
emvakashela ngo6a lokhukuvakasha kwakhe kwa
kuzoveza umona kwamanye amakhosikazi enkosi. 
Noma uZenzile wakwa6o Malusi yena wayesephenduke 
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intandokazi uDingiwe wayengamvakasheli, kwaku6a 
nguZenzile ohambela kuDingiwe elawini lezintombi. 
UNo6antwana wayesengene e6ufazini izinto esezi6uka 
ngamanye amehlo. Ku6o wayengakhumbuli lutho; 
iku6o lalikwaMthethwa manjena. NoDingiswayo kwa
sekungeyena lowaya owayengumfana ngelinye ilanga 
eca6anga kuphela ngezinto ezidlulayo. Ukuhlangana 
kwakhe neNana6uke nokuyaphuca kwakhe injomane 
nesibamu sayo, kwamguqula umqondo kwamenza omu
nye umuntu. Ukuthatha kwakhe, ethatha amakhosi
kazi wayesekwenzela ukugcina isiko laku6o, hhayi 
njengo6a kungenye yezinto ezim6ophile. Kanjalo 
ikhanda lakhe laseligcwele izinto zoku6usa umhla6a, 
nokunyakaza kwezizwe zihlaselana kwakumthatha isi
khathi ekuca6anga ezi6uza ukuthi yena nga6a umi
phi. 

UNo6antwana naye engemntwana ezalwa endlini 
yom6uso, wayeneliswa ukuhlala endlini, alime amasimu 
akhe ngo6a wayenezichaka zakwakhe; aneliswe uku
khulisa umfanyana wakhe. Nezinda6a zaku6o zazi
ngamja6ulisi. Kwakwanele uku6a azihlalele kwa
Mthethwa, njengenkosikazi yomuzi. 

ISAHLUKO IX 

KwAKUYINYANGA kaNhla6a lapho amakhosikazi emizi 
yawo ayephumile ukukhukhula emasimini awo nase
zifeni zawo, amanye esetshala ummbila wesi6ili woku
dliwa e6usika. NoNo6antwana naye wayephumile 
njenga6afazi 6onke 6omhla6a kaMthethwa, ukuyo
tshala eyakhe insimu. Wavuka ekuseni lapho ku
ntwela enzansi, wetshatha ilembe lakhe wehla evuthuza 
amazolo ayelele ngendlela eya ensimini yakhe. Emqo
ndweni wakhe kwakungekho lutho kuyena kwakumna
ndi ukuvuka ekuseni lapho inkanga-kusa inwe6eka 
phansi olwandle nalapho izinkanyezi zentatha-kusa 
ziwa ziwela phansi emhla6athini. 

"Mana, wena wakomkhulu," kwasho izinceku zenko
si zihlangana naye. 

Waphenduka wathi: 
"Ngi6ona nina." Washo edlula. Na6o a6ahla

ngana naye 6adlula, 6athi 6elaphaya, 6aphenduka 
6am6uka. Indodakazi yenkosi yakwaNdwandwe, iga
nele enkosini yakwaMthethwa, ukuvuka ngalesisikathi 
iyolima ! Kwakumangalisa. 

Wadlula uNo6antwanaengazi okusemiqondweni ya6a
ntu 6akhe. Ukufika kwakhe kwaMthethwa uNo6a
twana watshelwa inkosi uku6a angase6enzi njenga6a
ntu ngo5a funa lokhu kumsuse isithunzi. 

"Njengo5a usuyinkosikazi yomuzi, MaNdwandwe, 
njengomthetho wakithi thina awufanele ukuse5enza," 
kusho inkosi. 

" Ngiyezwa; kodwa njengo6a mina ngakhuliswa 
163 
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ngomze6enzi ngizokwenza njani? " Ku6uza uNo-
6antwana. 

" Kulula uku6a uhlale phansi ubeke indlu yakho, 
nokuphuma uyohlola amasimu alinywe izigqili zakho," 
kusho uDingiswayo. 

" Beka izandla zakho zimhlophe," washo ezithatha 
ezicu6ungala ezifaka phakathi kwezakhe. 

"U ca6anga uku thi izandla ezin j ena zi yoliphatha igeja, 
elin j engamalembela waaphathwalaphakwaM thethwa ? " 

Waphendula uNo6antwana wathi: 
" Lawamakhosikazi owa6ona ezandla zawo zihlala 

zimnyama, uthi lapho uwa6uza athi yingo6a siyalima, 
yiwona du amavila awakwazi ukulima, ayenqena uku
geza izandla zawo, ngiyesa6a, Mthethwa, nokusho 
ukuthi lawo-makhosikazi ayenqena nokugeza imizimba 
yawo ngo6a ethi ayalima." 

"Kambe usho njalo, MaNdwandwe?" 
" Ye6o, 6a6a, ngisho njalo." 
Leligama lokuthi, " 6a6a " la6amnandi enhliziyeni 

kaDingiswayo ngo6a esizweni saku6o, nasezizweni 
zikaQwa6e, nakwaBungane emaHlutshini, lelozwi lishi
wo kuphela kumuntu ohloniphekayo, nothandwayo. 
Leli-zwi lalimkhombisa ukuthi uhlezi emsamo wenhli
ziyo kaMaNdwandwe nokuthi ukumkhonza kwakhe 
kwedlula uthando analo ngisho lwa6aku6o. 

Waqhu6eka uDingiswayo wathi: 
"Ngingakholwa kanjani yilento oyishoyo? " 
"Kanganzi, Mthethwa, kodwa ngizoku6ekela lokhu 

lapha ekhaya ngafika nomntwana ongiphelekelayo. 
Siphuma naye siyolima, si6uye naye singene endlini; 
siphuma kanye kanye siyotheza izinkuni zoku6aswa 
sihlofoza emahlathini, siklaya izindaka; kodwa phezu 
kwakho konke lokho yena uhlanzekile kuna6aningi 
phakathi esigodlweni somndlunkulu." 
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"Ngokusho njalo, 6a6a, kangisho phela ukuthi 
u~ndlun~ulu kawuhlanzekile, qha. Lokho kunga
ng1xa6amsa na6o 6onke a6antu. Kodwa ungazi6onela 
lapha phandle." 

Kuthe esasho njalo nempela yaqhamuka intombaza
nyana leyo ibince isigege sayo, yathi ukugaxa isikhu
njana esihle emahlombe. Yayisiqala ukuhlosa. Ngo
kungena kwayo endlini, yathi uku6ona inkosi maqede 
yasidonsa isiphukwana sayo, yasi6uyisela esifu6eni 
nasemahlombeni oma6ili, kwahlala umhlane o6ala. 
Ngalokho yayihlonipha inkosi. 

Nempela uDingiswayo wayi6uka lentombazanyana; 
wa6ona izinyawo ingqakala yazo imhlophe emacaleni 
nasesithendeni. Wakhuphuka ngezitho zayo, nazo 
zazicwe6ezela zi6onakala ukuthi ngaphambi koku6a 
zigcotshwe ngamafutha zaziqale zagezwa. Wabekisisa 
isigege sayo, naso sasihleli kahle singenalo lolu qwembe 
lwamafutha amnyama ahlala ezigegeni, nasemitsheni 
ya6antu a6ageza nkanti. Ekhanda intombazana izi
nwele zayo izishaye impithi zasezigcotshwa futhi 
ngamafutha. Lapho idlula ngasenkosini kade ithatha 
umcengelezi wokupheka yayinephunga lamakha, na
manzi ommfula. 

Yathi ukuphuma intombazana inkosi ya6uza 
yathi: 

"Nenza kanjani ukuthi lapho nise6enza kangaka 
kodwa nihlale nihlanzeke kanje? " 

"Kulula lokho Mthethwa." 
" Kulula kanjani? " ku6uza inkosi ngo6a ithanda 

ukwazi. 
"Uma use6enza emasimini uyajuluka. Ngakhoke 

thina kuthi lapho sesi6uya siza emakhaya emva ko
kulima noma ukuhlakula, sidlule emmfuleni sigeze 
wonke umzimba ngisho nensila emagejeni ethu. Sithi 
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sikhuphukela emakhaya 6esesinga6anye a6antu. Ko
dwa phela uma sivela kotheza enye into." 

Washo maqede wahleka, wa6uka enkosini yakhe 
wayifumanisa imgqolozele ngamehlo sengatbi umfanya
na omncane olalele inganekwane ixoxwa isalukazi. 
Waja6ula uNo6antwana waqhu6eka. 

" Uma uthwele inyanda yezinkuni, iyasinda, iyaku
julukisa, kungesize lutho uma uthi ungakafiki ekhaya 
ungakayethuli u6usugeza umzimba. Ngakhoke ufika 
ekhaya uyethule u6'us'uthatha isigubu samanzi uya 
emmfuleni uyokukha amanzi khona uzofika ugeze 
ukhuphuke usumuhle. Senza njalo thina kwaNdwa
ndwe." 

Walalela uDingiswayo, nempela wakbolwa, wa6uye 
wathi: 

" Kodwa ngenda6a yokulima, kangithandi uyolima 
njenga6antu 6onke ngo6a 6azokweyisa 6aca6ange 
ukutbi unjenga6o." 

" Ye6o, 6a6a uqinisile lapho. Kodwa a6antu a6aza
nge 6ameyise umuntu ngo6a enza okuhle. Ingani khona 
kuthangi lokhu ngiku6onile, Mthethwa, ungena igwija 
lezinsizwa usina kanye nazo, ngezwa inhliziyo yami 
ithi cosololo, nga6ona 6onke a6antu 6ekuja6ulela 
ukungena kwakho egwijeni. Wawungaqali, Mthethwa, 
ngo6a njalo uyasina uma kusinwa. Pho, thina 
6esifazane singephume ngani siyolima kanye nesinye 
isifazane, lokhu phela yiwona mse6enzi lowo esiphilela 
wona?" 

Wathula uDingiswayo wam6uka uNo6antwana ngo6a 
wayekhuluma izinto eziso6ala kodwa yena angazange 
azica6ange nakanye. Wathula walalela. Wa6ona u
kuthi kanti ekwakheni isizwe sikayise akayedwa une
nkosikazi yakhe okuthi noma ethi uyasina, i6e i6ukana 
naye imqopha laphaya nalaphaya. Ye6o kwakufa-
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nele im6uke ngo6a wayeyikhethile eningini washiya 
eziningi izintombi kwaMthethwa waphuma wayokhe
tha inkosikazi yakhe yokumzalela indlalifa yakhe, 
noku6usa isizwe sikayise; waphuma wayoyikhetha 
ezizweni wa6uya nayo. Kanti izwi la6adala lalingeyilo 
yini iqiniso lapho 6ethi : 

" hiduku enlile egawulwa ezizweni? " 

Ngalelilanga mhla 6ekhuluma kanje, uDingiswayo 
wayevakashele kwaMaNdwandwe, ngakhoke uNo6a
ntwana esethu6eni loku6a akhulume naye kahle afuna 
ukumqondisa khona. Wahamba uDingiswayo eno
mqondo omunye ngenda6a yamakhosikazi kodwa 
wayengenakwahlulwa nguNo6antwana enkulumeni ya
khe uku6a uNo6antwana akamkhombisanga futhi 
lokhu wathi : 

" Uku6a ngiku6onise umqondo wami, 6engi-
ngathanda, Mthethwa uku6a ungiqondise ukutbi la
wamakbosikazi amakhosi enze njani uma eshiywa 
ngamadoda awo ? Ama6utho alimela inkosi alimel~ 
inkosi entsha nezigqili e6ezise6enza wonke umse6enz1 
onzima wamasimu ziyathathwa zise6enzele amakbosi
kazi amasha. Benzenjani 6ona? Pbela mina angesa-
6i, 6a6a, ngo6a isikbundla sami simi njalo noma ng~
guga ngiyinkosikazi yomuzi, ngaphandle koku6a ung1-
lable wena ungisuse e6ukhosikazini 6ami. Kodwa 
leyonto kayinakwenzeka ngo6a yimi ngedwa ema
khosikazini akbo engaku6ona ugxiza igazi lomkhonto 
ka6a6a uYose (uJo6e) mhla kuthiwa uya6ulawa. 
Ngiyazi, Mthethwa, ukuthi wazula, wazula njengove
mvane emagangeni, kodwa kweyakho inhliziyo nga
ngikhona. Uma kungenjalo, wawungangithumela ka
njani lesiya sikhumba sesilo? " 

Washo maqede wakhomba emsamo, wasukuma waya 
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~gasemaguleni, wasondeza ukhamba lwamasi agcwele 
1zangqonda ezimhlophe, walu6eka phambi kwenkosi. 
Wa~uyela emuva wathatha imbenge enesisi6ekelo 
wa):'lvula kwaphuma umca6a, wayi6eka phambi kwen
kos1; wathatha olunye ezinkezweni eza6azwa ku6o 
k';~Ndwand~e, walu6eka phambi kwenkosi. Wathi: 

Sekulungile, Mthethwa, yidla." 
Akalind_an~a impendulo, wathatha umca6a, wavu6a, 

wadla uD1~fswayo. Wathi e6uya uNo6antwana wa
yep_hethe 1S1cathulwana sizitshekelwe, wasi6eka pha
mb1 kwenkosi, phezu kwaso kukhona isikhetho esa
saluk~e _nga6~l?ki 6~~waN?wandwe. Wayesehlala 
phans1 :s1cephm1, wayilinda mkosi yakhe idla, inga
khulum1. 

Nom6usi uya6uswa emzini wakhe, lapho inkosikazi 
n~6antwana 6akhe 6eza kuye 6engagaqi ngamadolo 
nJ~~ga6antu 6onke. Lapho kungashiwo kuye ukuthi : 

Eayede." 
. Kodwa lapho inkosi i6ingelelwa ngesihlonipho sayo, 

nJengo6a uNo6antwana wayethi kuyo: 
"Ea6a," noma athi "Mthethwa." 

Waphuma uDingiswayo esuthi, ephulula amadevu akhe 
emva koku6a aminye isicathulo kungasali lutho ngo6a 
ph~la wayengekho umuntu wokushiyelwa aqede waye-
ph1wa ukudla yinkosikazi yakhe uqo6o. ' 

Emva kwalenkulumo kaDingiswayo noNo6antwana 
~a~a~egunya uNo~~ntwana loku6a aphume aye ema
s1mm1 akhe ayozilimela engaphazanyiswa yizinku
lumo z~6antu a6a6engathandi uku6ona inkosikazi 
yenza nJe. 

Kanjaloke ngalelolanga mhla evuka ekuseni ngenya
nga kaNhla6a e):'otshala ensimini yakhe, wahamba 
~neguny~ lokuyolima engaphazanyiswa lutho. Lathi 
liphuma ilanga wayesula imijuluko yakhe ehlala phansi, 
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ama6ele akhe aqala ukuhlohla waluzwa u6isi lwehla 
ngemithambo, wawakhama ama6ele akhe, elukhamela 
phansi u6isi. Waqeda lapho, wayingenela insimu 
yakhe, wayilima eyitshala, bekake ilanga seliqala uku
shisa. Wathi ephakamisa amehlo wayi6ona intomba
zana engumzanyana womfanyana wakhe ingena ensi
mini i6elethe umntwana isimlethele uku6a azoncela. 
Wali6eka phansi igeja wayangaphansi komkhulu umu
thi owawuletha umthunzi. Wafika wahlala phansi 
phezu kotshani o6omileyo. Intombazana yamgumula 
umntwana embelekweni yamletha kunina, wamthatha 
unina wamncelisa yathi : 

" Ake ngizwe leligeja lakho." 
Y asho intombazana iphimisela amathe ezandleni 

zozimbili, yaliphakamisa igeja, yayiklebula insimu. 
Wathi uku6ona lokhu uNo6antwana wathi: 

" Kanti usukhulile, ngizonce ngithole izinkomo, 
lapha kwaMthethwa." Yahleka intombazana, ya
khephuza, yalima njengodadewabo yathi: 

" Liyasinda leligeja lakho, sengijuluka, yasho ilahla 
laphaya isiphukwana sayo esilenga emahlombe, kwa
sala isigege. Nempela emhlane kwasekumfoma amanzi 
okujuluka. E6usweni kwakwehla amaqatha omju
luko, intombazana yayiwusula ngesandla sayo esincane, 
esineminwe emide njengekaNo6antwana. Wathi uNo-
6antwana, 

"Eoqaphela ugqi6e imbewu leyo, ingashiswa yilanga 
noma iphandwe ngamathendele." 

Kayiphendulanga intombazana yaphekuza ise6enza 
noNo6antwana wathola ithu6a lokuphefumula, wahlala 
phansi komthunzi opholile wazewoma. Aku6angasi
khathi eside ngenxa yokuthula ensimini, kukhuluma 
igeja kuphela esandleni somzanyana, kwezwakala 
enzansi emhosheni inyoni ihla6elela. 
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Walalela uNo6antwana inyoni ihla6elela ithi: 

" Khamthokwe, Khamthokwe • 
Ama6ele, avuthiwe." 

Walalela waze wahleka sengathi inyoni ibinqa yena 
ngo6a nempela ama6ele ayesevuthiwe, ummbila Iona 
a6a6ewutshala nomzanyana wakhe wawuhlwanyelwa 
phakathi kwawo ama6ele esevuthiwe amanye. Lo
mmbila wawuzodliwa e6usika. Kwafika emqondweni 
kaNo6antwana inganekwane owayizwa ixoxwa esengu
mntwana, inganekwane ethi, kwakukhona umfazi owa
thi elima kwaphuma inyoni ehlathini yamhleka yathi: 

" Tshilo, tshilo I umhla6athi ka6a6a lo 
Engi6e ngiyakhuze kwangakhuzeka. 
Zidinjana, mbe-mbe-mbe, 
Gejane, phoqo-phoqo-phoqo." 

Nempela kwenzeka njengo6a inyoni isho, kwahluma 
yonke insimu eyayikade itshaliwe, namageja aphuka 
phoqo. Wahleka uNo6antwana wa6uka umzanyana 
wamfumanisa ekhephuza, manje esemnyama wonke 
umzimba ngenxa yomjuluko. 

Wethuka uNo6antwana naye esekhumbule igama 
aliqamba ku6o ngenkathi uDingiswayo e6alekile nala
pho kufika isikhumba sesilo, sifika nesigijimi esafika 
uDingiswayo ekwaBungane. Walivungama phansi ku
qala, elivungamela imica6ango yakhe, nomntwana 
wakhe washo kancane ethi : 

'o- kwami naba- ki 
,,S fe ,S, :f ,M d 

M 

Yek 

: - . ~~i ~s, : f'l 
·- .,M r .}. :d .t, 

'o- kwami naba-

UDINGISWAYO I<AJOEE 171 

{ Ng;khumbul'ok wam'ok-wen- zi- we yo l 
M ,M :f ,f M .s, :d .1, s, :- .,s I 

s · - fe, ,d, s ·- ··: J I • 

ki t~ Wen 

{ :e .s, :f ,M d :- t, .s, 

II ,S, :d .1, s, ·- d, . 
l Kha-la nga- ba- ki thi. 

Wathi lapho elivuma, ingani uyalivungama yalizwa 
intokazi encane iphekuza ngegeja, nayo imi khona isi
shisa, yalamukela yalivuma. Ladlanga ngo6~mnandi 
laze Ia6aco6a enhliziyweni, waphuma ngeng1la uNo-
6antwana wezwakala esephumesela nencane intokazi 
yahida ngenzansi; yona ikhum6ula ngempela ekhaya 
lapho yashiya khona a6azali nawontangayayo yaphe
lezela udadewa6o wayogana. Ealisho, 6alisho igama 
limnandi, bekake lokhu amazwi a6o ehla nemihosha 
a6uye adlulele phambili ethwelwe unhlo~•il:. 

Inyoni eyayikade ihla6elela ngokwayo 16ika ~ma6ele 
avuthiweyandiza yahambango6a yezwa amazw1a6antu 
ekhuluma imizwelo yenhliziyo, imica6ango yengqondo, 
nokuphefumula komphefumulo udonswa inkumbulo 
yezinto ezidlule, okuzayo kungenamkhu6~. . . . 

Yilo leligama phela okwathi mhla kusma 1zmtomb1 
zakwaNdwandwe lapha eEalungwini zadlala ngazo 
izintombizakwaMthethwa. Lalingathandekilaphakwa
Mthethwa, noNo6antwana ukuze alikhumbule naye 
wayengazi ukuthi wenziwa yini. Mhlawumbe kwa
kuyikho ukucula kwenyoni ithi: 

" Khamthokwe, khamthokwe, 
Ama6ele, avuthiwe." 
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Sekusemini cnkulu uNo6antwana wayi6iza into
mbazana wathi make i6ambe umntwana ngo6a yena 
wayesazocokosha izinkunyana, 6ese6egoduka 6eya 
ekhaya. Nempela intombazana yayeka ukulima yeza 
ngaphansi komthunzi, yamthatha umntwana kaNo6a
ntwana, owayesezumekile u6uthongo. UNo6antwana 
wahamba wangena ehlathini wacokosha izinkunyana 
waphuma, wetshatha igeja lakhe, intombazana ya
mlandela. 

Se6esendleleni 6athi nqamanqa noZenzile ehamba 
namantombazane omndlunkulu ayeyizichaka zendlu 
yake. 

"Eengithi ngiza kuwe nakhu sengihlangana nawe 
lapha No6antwana," kusho uZenzile. 

" Eewuzothini ? " 
" Qha6o 6engizo6uza ngezinda6a engiz1zwa sezi

hlakazeke nekhaya lonke mina ngingazazi, ingani 
kufanele ku6a yimi engizizwa kuqala." 

" Nda6azini zona lezo lokhu nami angazi lutho na? " 
ku6uza uNo6antwana. 

"Kungenzeka kanjani uku6a wena ungazazi lokhu 
kuthiwa nguwena ozikhulumayo na? Kanti lapha 
kulomuzi u6ani ofanele ukushayela imithetho isifazanc 
sonke silalele yena? Kusho u6ani ukuthi kuzofika 
inkosi yakwaZulu uSenzangakhona mina ngingazi ? 
Akuwona amanga lawo ?" Wa6uza uZenzile ngenhli
ziyo yokufutheka, washo wa6eka izandla eqolo, wa
suluza phambi kukaNo6antwana. UNo6antwana wa
ma nje waphelelwa ngamandla. Wathi ethatba wathi: 

" Nempela kuyiqiniso ukuthi inkosi yamaZulu izo
fika. Okwenkosikazi enkulu lapha eEalungwini, mina 
wakoNdwandwe angikwazi ngo6a angizanga lapha 
ukugana, ngazohlalela uku6ukana no6ukhulu. Nge
zela ukugana kuphela." 
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" Usho ukuthini ngalawo-mazwi akho aluswaca? " 
kusho uZenzile. 

" Kangisho lutho ngawo, uma ufuna ngiwaphindc, 
ngingakuphindela wona uwezwe kahle." 

" Waphinde ! kusho u6ani ukuthi nginga6uswa ngu
we lapha ekhaya? Ingani ngathi ngifikc nawe ngi
yimpeleki yakho kwafike kwakhiwa mina ? " 

" Hau, kanti usakwazi lokhu ukuthi wawuyimpeleki 
yami na? Konje emihleni yayiph'inkosi lapho impe
leki yake yathwala umhlwenga phezu kukamakoti 
lokhu ngisho imahlula umakoti ngokusina nango6uhle, 
ihlala njalo kuyimpeleki ? " Washo wam6uka njalo 
manje ingani u6ekade ekhuluma engambeki. 

" Ududwa ngo6a umfowenu uZwide e6ulele umfo
wethu uMalusi? hhi? " 

" Angikho lapho mina. Ngiku6uza into ozoyi6uzwa 
noma ngu6ani onomqondo. Enda6eni kaZwide noMa
lusi, nalapho mina ngeke ngiwuthi vu Iona wami wako
Ndwandwe umlomo. Ngiwuhla6'inhlali." 

Washo lawo-mazwi wathi ukuthatha izinyathelo 
wahamba. Wa6uye wathi khimilili wam6uka uZenzile 
owayesegqunqe esemnyama njengonwa6u. Wakhu
luma wathi: 

" Kangiyazi into ongithukuthelele yona ngo6a mina 
anginanxa nawe. Wena u6ukeka ufumbethe okukhulu 
ngami. Yini ungaphumi nakho o6ala? " 

" Yeka kusekuqala nga6a ngikubuklubukluza-nje 
khona manje." Wathi uku6a asho lelo amantombazana 
ayemlandela ahleka usulu athi : 

"Ge-ge-ge-ge-ge-ge, ihhi mame, yek'okwa
mi I " Aqheluka ahlukana phakathi ngo6a phela 
wona ayese6ona ukuthi uku6a yiwona asesikhundleni 
sikaNo6antwana nga6e aseyazikhwelela azehlele. 
Eona zintombi zawo6ani, ingeke enye intokazi ikhulume 
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izifunele ku6ona, nga6e sekungongaphansi nongaphe
zulu. Zahleka cnye yagcina ngokuthi. 

" Angasho yini njalo kimi umuntu? Ngizalwa 
nguye yini? " 

Wa6uye wathatha uZenzile wathi : 
" Kawazi yini ukuthi inkosi ithumele kumnewcnu 

uku6a amkhiphe uMalusi am6eke lapha. Uma 
kungenjalo yigazi lodwa" washo eshaya phansi unya
wo ngenxa yokuthukuthela. 

Waphendula uNo6antwana wathi : 
"Ye6o uqinisile. Kawukezwa yini ukuthi izigijimi 

lezo seza6uya nempemdulo evela ekhaya? " 
" Zathini? " ku6uza uNo6antwana esalokhu e6eke 

izandla eqolo, kodwa manje kunoku6a ampheshulele 
umlomo, wakhipha amehlo okumangala ngo6a waye
ngazi yena ukuthi kanti seza6uya izithunywa. Waku-
6ona lokhu uNo6antwana wahleka wathi ngomoya 
ophansi: 

"Phela mina 6engithi uwena owaziyo ngo6a 
nguwena ongitshele ukuthi kukhona izithunywa czaya 
eDlovunga." Wathula, wathula, uNo6antwana, inhli
ziyo yakhe yamphendukcla kwagcwala izinyembezi 
emehlweni akhe e6ona uZenzile enza kanje kuyena 
wasuka wayithi fuqa phansi inyandana yezinkuni, 
kwathi intombazanyana lena ephethe umntwana wakhe 
yagijima yaya kuye yafike yam6amba yathi. 

" Awukahle dadewethu, musa ukuzidela ngendlela 
enje. Umntwna uzokhalla." Nayo yathi isho lawa
mazwi yayiqhumuka yakhala izinyembezi ezingumgo
bozo wamanzi. Waqulusela uNo6antwana ethi uya 
phambili lapho kukhona khona uZenzile e6onakala 
ukuthi yena akaqonde kulwa naye kodwa ukufika kuye, 
waqhuma ngezwi elihla6ayo wathi. 

" Uthi ngingaphathwa nguwe kanje mina Zenzile na? 
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Uthi ungashiya indlu yakho uzongihl~ela lapha en~e 
ngo6a ngingedwa? Uca6anga ukuth~ wena lo, ngi
ngakwazi sikhule kanye-kanye ungath1 ?go6~ usatha
thwe okukuthathile u6'us'ungithela ngezmtuh? Yeka 
ukugana, ngifunge uZwide ka6a6a. eirn:aNd~dwe. 
A6anjengawe-nje, yi6o a6ayolahla mkos1 6ay1qhu
qhuzele uku6a yenze izinto zo6ulima khona ko6a senga-
thi iya6athanda." . 

Washo lawa-mazwi maqede waguquka, mtombazana 
yamyeka ukum6amba, wathatha inyanda yezinkuni 
uNo6antwana wahamba elandelwa yintombazane engu
mzanyane womntwana wakhe. 

UZenzile wasala naye wamangala e6ona uNo6a
ntwana owayemazi njengesithuli ekhaya, kodwa 
namhla ekhombisa inhliziyo yokufutheka okungaka. 
Ngaphambi koku6a amantombazana ay~~phelekezela 
am6one ukuthi kukhona okumphazam1s1le waguq u
kela kuwona wathi : 

" Ngimyekela a6angomuso, nga6e ngimhlafuna nga-
mazinyo." .. 

Uthe engakahambi aqhu6ekele pham~1b wa6uye 
waguquka ebekise ngakuNo6ant\~a~a w~th1: . 

" Hamb'ugoduke sise6enzi-ndm1, thma s1khomba 
ngophakathi." 

Washo waguquka wahamba ehlanaza ngo6a eme
hlisile uNo6antwana namantombazana lawa ahamba 
naye athula angakuluma lutho. UNo6antwana wa
hamba wangabeka ngemuva kwa6asengathi akezwanga 
lutho. Enhliziyweni yakhe wayethokoza ngo6a e6e
nesi6indi sokukhuluma aphumesele konke okuse
nhliziyweni yakhe ngoZenzile, nom~ ebimbile, waye
ngenanda6a. Enhliziyweni kaZenz1le yena owaye
hamba eqonde phambili emmfuleni eyogeza kwana
mathela kuyena ukuthi ncmpela into ayenzayo kuNo6a-
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ntwana ayiyinhle ngo6a wayesemephuce 6onke u6uhle 
6akhe enkosini, namuhla wayesemehlisele phansi kuso 
sonke isigodlo. Yena wakoZenzile-nje wayengenaku
phuma ayose6enza zikhona izichaka, wayengenaku
hamba aye emmfuleni ayozibucunga insila zikhona 
izise6enzi; wayengenakuhamba ayotheza izinkuni , 
kungenda6a yak.he leyo. Izenzo zikaNo6antwana za
zimehlisa. Esaca6anga ngalezizinto 6eharnba 6eya 
ngasemmfuleni enye intombazana ya6uza yathi: 

" Usho ukuthini uma efunga uZwide? " 
"Mina ngezwa kuthiwa uNo6antwana lo ngudadc

wa6o kaZwide endlini. Yena Zwide lo oyinkosi," 
kusho enye imtombazana. 

" Pho kuya kanjani ase6enze sengathi akazalwa 
komkhulu? " Ku6uza enye. 

Eyesithathu intombazane yathi. 
" Mina ngiyazi. U6a6a ujwayelene namadoda 

afika lapha acela indawo yokwakha evela khona nga
lapha koNdwandwc. Kuthiwa nonina wenkosikazi le, 
uNo6antwana, naye wayenje. Wayezilimela arnasimu 
ak.he, ezitho6ile nj engaso sonke isifazane. Ngalokhu 
wahlonishwa yisizwe sonke ngo6a wayengaziqhenyi." 

" Suka lapha wena, ukhuluma njengesilima? " ku
sho intombazane yokuqala. " Uca6anga ukuthi ku
ngathi ngigcagce komkhulu ngi6e ngilokhu ngipha
thana negeja, ngiyisiphukuphuku yini? Ngingephume 
phandle ngifake into yakwethu yesidwa6a senko
nkoni, ngisuluze, ngithamel'ilanga ngiguquka nama
thunzi onke; ngilambe ngiqhwe6e lowaya afike, 
ngi6ize engiku6izayo kufike lapha ngidle? Suka lapha 
mtanomuntu !" 

"Ehhe, uqinisile," kusho intombazana yesithathu. 
Yaqhu6eka yathi: " Kwa6anyc um6uso Iona uyazi

zela ngo6a 6enceliswe ngawo. Wena no6ani, no6ani 
ongawazi u6uka lukhulu kuwona." 
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Yaphinda intombazana yathi: 
" Nginga6e ngisaphume ngithi ukuqholoqholosha 

ngesidwa6a sakwethu keku6uke a6anye a6afazi? " 
"Usho ngo6a ungazi," Sckusho owesine okade ethule 

elalele. Kawukaze um6one yini uMaNdwandwe ephu
ma embethe isikhumba sesilo, ikakhulu uma kukhona 
umkhosi. Awuzc ngayi6ona yini nayo inkosi kuthi 
lapho esephumile uMaNdwandwe nayo iphume ingene 
igwija isine njengebungu. Thula uz'ufe uma ungaka-
6oni." 

Akhuluma amantombazana aqhu6eka kanje aze afika 
emmfulen lapho ezogeza k.hona. 

Lapho ekhaya eEalungwini zonke izindlu zazithunqa 
intuthu kuphekwe utshwala 6okufika kukaSenzanga
khona. A6anye 6ase6e6uhluzwe noku6uhluzwa, se6u
gcwigcwiza emago6ongweni enhla nomsarno. 

Inkundla yokusina izinsizwa yayisishanelwe nga
phandle komuzi lapho kuzodlalelwa khona, ama6utho 
kaMthethwa edlalela uSenzangakhona. UNo6antwa
na wayescwatsheWe onke amakhosikazi into yokwe
nziwa, wawakhetha ngeziga6a zawo onke amakhosikazi 
azophatha ukudla kwamakhosikazi kaSenzangakhona. 
Izindlu lapho amakhosikazi ezolala khona zasezilungi
siwe zasindwa, nemigidla yazo yesulwa; kwathi lapha 
eziko kwagandaywa ngesiduli esivuthiwe, kwasilwa 
ngoqhumuqhumu namafutha uku6a kushelcle. 

Kwakungemakhosikazi odwa ayexhuxhuma. lzi
ntombi zesula izevatho zazo; izigege ezalukwc ngo6u
hlalu, nezibamba ezi6opha esiswini. Ezinye zaziqhola 
izinwele zazo, zizenza ngezinhlo6onhlo6o zemvunulo. 
Ea6odwa a6a6egunda 6ashiye umphoma ecaleni nenhla
f uno khona kuzophothelwa kulezozinwele u6uhlalu 
6ehle emacaleni. 

lzinsizwa zazisula amahawu azo ziwathuntutha 
uthuli lonke khona kuzoqhama imi6ala ngemi6ala. 
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Ezinye zazineka phandle amabeshu azo nezinene. 
Phandle othangweni kwakukhona izinto zokuhlo6a 
eziningi lonke ilanga kwazekwaya ilanga lalengela 
enzansi phezu kwezinta6a. Nazo zaqala ukuthi6a. 

Waphuma uNo6antwana, waphuma ehamba engena 
exoxa namakhosikazi omuzi, edonsa ngengalo umfa
nyana wakhe. 

" Kunjani MaMdlalose, ake ngizwe phela ishontshosi 
lakho." Washo wahleka engena endlini kaMaMdlalose 
owayemudekazi empofu enogazi lwakwaQwa6e. 

"Ngena nkosikazi wena owakhula sili6ele. 06ami 
utshwala 6u6i ungalizwa nje neshontshosi la6o. 
" Washo emcakulela ngende6e wamphuzisa. Wathi 
nkantsha uNo6antwana wathi: 

" Iya suka, uhleka thina, thina esithe siyapheka, 
nalapho sifudumezayo, sasuke sabeda-nje." 

"Si):'odluh~a phela nguMaNdwandwe omncane yena 
oseqed1le, ng1m6one ehla ebek'enzansi ehambisana ne
zichaka zakwakhe. 0, nanguya ese6uya, akaphethe 
lutho ngesandla." 

"U6ezophathani? " ku6uza uNo6antwana. 
"Angazi; a6anye 6ezelani? "ku6uza uNo6antwana 

ethanda ukuqonda imica6ango yawozakwa6o ngoda
dewa6o uZenzile. 

"Uthini kodwa? " Wahleka uMaMdlalose. "A6a
nye 6ezela um6uso lapha. Sikhalelwa a6antwana nje 
6ona a6akhalelwa lutho, 6ayasuluza, 6azizwa u6u6ona. 
Thina esingonina wa6antu asilutho." 

Wathula uNo6antwana, waja6ula enhliziyweni uku-
6ona ukuthi kuligunya elingakanani esifazaneni uku
khalelwa umntwana, uncelise, ukhulise, uthethe, uphe
ke, konke lokho ukwenzela a6antwana 6akho. Wa
phuma lapho ikhanda eselithwele ngo6a uMaMdlalose 
kwakungesikhulumi, kodwa wayemjwayele nezeluleko 
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6elulekana ezintweni zo6ufazi. Eaphelekezelana 6e
dlula izindlu ezim6alwa wa6uya uMaMdlalose. 

Lashona ilanga uMaNdwandwe ('uNo6antwana) ezu
ngeza wonke umuzi eqoqa lokhu nalokhuya. Inkosi 
akayi6onanga ngalelo langa kodwa kwafika okaNto
nteyana kuyena lapho kuthi swelele. Wangena wa
khuleka wathi: 

"Mame!" 
" Hawu uwena lowo, kaNtonteyana? Wo, kukhulu 

okukuletha lapha. Yikho kuza nenkosi yakwaZulu
nje." 

Wahleka uJevuza wangakushaya mkhu6a okushiwo 
uNo6antwana ngo6a kuyena ngisho noDingiswayo 
kwakungumfana kaJ o6e uma 6eh1ezi 6o6a6ili. N oN o6a
ntwana kwakuyintombazana nje. Wafika wadlala no
mfanyana kaNo6antwana wathi: 

" Wethu, kanti usukhulile. Weu ! 
Wasondela uNo6antwana waxhawula kuJevuza, 

wathi: 
"Simehlo madala wena kaNtonteyana. Akusho, 

kodwa uqhamuka-phi, ulubekisephi? " 
"Ngiphuma khona lapha. Ake wenze utshwala 

mntanami, phuthuma ngo6a nginomse6enzi onzima na
muhla 6onke u6usuku. Ngizoqinisa inkosi ngo6a 
funa yenganywe uSenzangakhona ngesithunzi. Futhi 
ngaphandle kwayo ngizoqinisa nawe ngo6a nguwena 
ozo6e uphethe ukudla kwayo namakhosikazi ayo le
nkosi yakwaZulu. Asi6azi a6athakathi 6akoMala
ndela, asizilungiselele konke, okuhle, noku6i." 

Nempela uNo6antwana wathatha ukhamba emsamo 
walusondeza sengathi ulusondezele uyise, walwesula 
ngezandla zakhe. Wasondeza noqwembe olunenyama 
walu6eka phambi kwakhe wadla uJevuza, waqeda. 

Eseqedile wehlisa isikhwama sakhe emhlane waso-
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mbulula imigodlana yakhe emincane, okokuqala athi 
lapho esom6ulula athinte okhakhayini lomfanyana ka
No6antwana khona engezuhaqa ashone phakathi ukha
khayi. Wayesethi: 

"Sondeza amanzi ashisayo lapha ngikuphalazise, 
u6'us'ufun'udengezi lapho uzoncindela khona." 

Nembala wakusondeza konke lokho. Wayeseqhu-
6eka ethi: 

"Lawamanzi owaphalazayo akaphumele esitsheni 
ngo6a ngifuna agcinwe. Azochithwa ngaphambi ko
mnyanngo lapho kuzolala khona amakhosikazi enkosi 
yakwaZulu, athi umuntu owachithayo ambe kancane 
khona kungenaku6onakala." 

Nempela wamphalazisela odengezini, lwathathwa 
lwagcinwa. Kanti lapha eziko olunye udengezi selu-
6omvu. Wamncindisa uNo6antwana, wancindisa ne
ntombazanyana yakhe wathi kuNo6antwana: 

"Ithamo lokugcina ungaligwinyi. Ngifuna ulu
khwife unyenyeze amagama amakhosikazi akumise ka6i 
phakathi kwalomuzi. Lokhu ngikwenzela khona ezo
sha6alala anga6onwa kulomgido, kuqhame wena we
dwa nala6o a6akulandelayo." 

Aka6uzanga uNo6antwana, ingani umuthi okunci
dwa ngawo wawu6a6a, wathatha ithamo elikhulu ku
namanye wakhwifa kancane esho igama eliphumi
sela, uJ evuza ewalalele onke amagama, enqekuza 
ngekhanda. Kodwa kwathi lapho ekugcineni esephatha 
elikaZenzile, uJevuza wathi: 

"Kwanele mtanami, kwanele," Wavuma ngekhanda 
njalo, wathi : 

" Ehhe, hm ; ewe impela, ehhe." 
Kusenjalo kwasekuzwakala phandle u6ubudubudu, 

sengathi kukhona a6antu a6angena esangweni. Kwa6a 
sengathi impi iyahlasela, wakhala omunye wathi: 
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" Shi6eda6e ! " 
Eaphendula a6anye 6athi ngamazwi amakhulu. 
" Sa6anikwa ! " 

r8r 

Kwamemeza a6anye phakathi komuzi eEalungwini 
6athi: 

"Ingene muziwakwethu, niyezwa nje na? " 
Nempela kwa6akhona isiyaluyalu impi isihlanganisile 

wonke umuntu, kwathi lapho sezihloma zonke izinsi
zwa lapha eEalungwini kwa6uye kwathi nya, sengathi 
la6a6antu se6enyamalele 6a6aleka. Eathi a6akwa
Mthethwa 6ecaphuma izihlangu, 6akhandana ngezi
ntu6a zonke zomuzi 6e6uza a6anye 6ethi: 

" Eaphi, 6ashonaphi? " K wezwakala ngenzansi 
izwi limemeza li6ongela lithi : 

" UM enzi kaN da6a ! 
U Bid' elimathetha ngezinyembezi, 
Linjeng' elikaPhiko eEulawini ; 
I nyath' ehamb' iseng' amazi.iuko, 
E njengomzingeli kwaM amfekana. 
U zithe6' ezinhl' uM jokwane 
!( wanga zidlel' amanxasa." 

"Odl'umfazi kaSukuzwayo 
W adla noSukuzwayo nendodana ; 
Oye ngomnyama koM azolo 
W a6uya ngonyezi, 
A madod' aphenduk' umbejakazana ; 
Uya6u,ya 6amzek'izo6ongo; 
06esiyaka singamanz' endlela ; 
Jbiqongo elimzimba 6uthaka, 
UMqangabodwe wawoMnka6ayi." 

" Uqa6i kwezameva, eNtendemuzi 
Ungezwa 6ethi : Valela njalo Sonjalose: 
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"A.iasho kuwe, .ia.iul'unyoko, uMbulazikazi, 
Yen' evalel' ingonyam' endlini. 
UNombanga-ku.iuya, wawoPhalo, 
Ilang' etiphume linsizwa 
Lithe liphezulu, lansasa 
Lifun' ukothiwa mizimb' azimba.'' 

'' UM ashwa.iada kaM aqanda noN sele, 
Oshwa.iadel' izindlu.iu zakomf owa.io 
W ashwa6adel' izundlu6u zikaM udli, namakhasi. 
Umlunguzi wezingoje, 
Owalunguz' ingoje yomf owa6o, 
W alunguz' ingoje kaZ ivalele. 
Umtltom.io wamatshe, wakoNo.iamba 
Engiphuze kuwo ngagangatheka 
N gap hons' ukudliwa nayizimamba 
E.iezilalel' umuntw' ehlozini, nasephungweni.'' 

"Amanz'aseMpembeni, Ndwandwe kaNda6a 
Amanz' aseM pembeni, inguqunguqu, ' 
A ngiwaqedi nalaph' eya khona, 
Am~ny'ayewuka, amany'ayaqonsa, 
A n1eng0Qonsa waseSigezeni, 
E6uya ! aM enzi kaN da.ia ! '' 

Wathi uk~6'aqede lomuntu o6ongayo se6emi 6onke 
a6~se6_ehl?m1le 6e6ukana, wayesethi omunye : 

lyiph1 yona lenkosi e6ongelwa lapha enkundleni 
yakithi? " 

Yathula imbongi yathi nya. Kayiphendulanga lu
tho. K ~aphuma kwenye indlu uMlangeni ehamba 
noVu.kam wayewaqonda kuyo imbongi wayi6uza 
wath1: 

"U6ika 6ani mnumzane? " 
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"Ngi6ika uSenzangakhona, inkosi yakwaZulu." 
" Uphi yena? " 
"Uyeza kanye nomuzi wakhe." 
"Pho, lomsindo wokuhlasela ongena ngawo niqo

ndeni ngawo? " 
" Qha, wena wenkosi usiko lwakithi kwaZulu lolo 

uku6a inkosi i6ikwe yizinsizwa zekhethelo, ingangeni 
emzini wenye inkosi sengathi kungena umfokazana 
nje." 

Hhayike wathula uMlangeni, waphindela emuva 
wayo6ika enkosini. Uthe e6uya nempela isango lase
limnyama sekugqwayiza izimpaphe zezinhlo6onhlo6o 
ziyaluziswa ngumoya ovela enyakatho uxu6ene no
mnzansi wolwandle. Phakathi kwalawaqu6u nemi6a
la6ala yezihlangu umuntu waye6ona kulokoza amehlo 
amphlophe ephonseka emaceleni; a6anye 6emi nemi
khonto ya6o, a6anye 6emi ngezagila nangamawisa 
kwa6asengathi inkulu into ekhona. 

Wafika uMlangeni ehamba naye uVukani wathi: 
" E nina EakwaZulu ! " 
Kwathula kwathi nya. 
" Ngithunywa inkosi yomuzi uku6a ngmmgenise 

phakathi. Kuthiwa inkosi namakhosikazi mayila
ndele mina, kanye nomndlunkulu. lzinsizwa zilandele 
nansi enye insizwa zikhonjiswe emalawini. 

Nempela kwathi qembu, kwaphuma ikhehla eline
sicoco esicwaliwe, elide linamehlo amakhulu nezitho 
eziqhanse imithambo; lalandelwa ngamakhosikazi ayi
sihlanu nekhethelo lezintokazi ezimzimba igcwele, eza
zihamba zixegezela sengathi zinqamuke amanyonga 
kanti zenziwa um6uso nokukhombisa ukuthi kazina
nda6a no6ani, zikhathazwe yindlela, sezica6anga u6u
thongo kuphela. 

Zathi zehlukana phakathi izintombi nezinsizwa wezwa 
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kuvunganywa kuzo zonke izinse6e zomuzi, eyedwa 
othi: 

" Uyayi6ona leyaya wethu? " 
" U.sho yiphi? Suka wethu awusenamehlo, 6engi

ngath1 usho leyaya ephethe igekle ngesaudla. Ungi
bekele youa kusasa seziyogeza. Ngifuna ukuyimisa 
ngikhuz'impisi." ' 

Inkulumo yahamba kanjalo nezintombi zakwaMthe
~~wa nazo zazimi, zincike ngezindlu zawonina, zimi 
1z.1xukwana, ~nye ,.iB~mbelele emahlombe awenye. 
Z1zodwa ezaz1khex 1milomo kuzo zonke izwi lilinye 
lokuthi : 

"Kuyazalwa kwaZulu, ak'u6uk'indlela a6ahlo6a 
ngayo, uemizimba ya6o engathi igudulwa ngamalula." 
. . Eonk~ ph~kathi. nomuzi 6a6ethwele amehlo sengathi 
1z1hamb1 lez1 kaz1vakashele nkosi, zivakashele Bona. 
A6anini 6enda6a ka6avelanga o6ala. 

UMlangeni wa6athatha a6endlunkulu wayewa6a
thel~ kuMaNdwandwe lapho wayese6alungisele, kwafu
mamseka nokuthi uDingiwe naye usefikile ekanye 
noM~Mdlalose. Eakhwishiza 6esizwa nayizinsila ze
nk~s1 uqo6o lwayo uDingiswayo, ngingasa6ali izinceku 
nez1chaka. Kwathi phakathi ko6usuku kwa6a yikhani 
kuqala ukuthi cwaka. 

Ukusa kwaziwa uNo6antwana waqoqa idlanzana 
lamakhosikazi kanye nezimtombi ezazingumundlu
nkulu wathi: 
. "Sengi6onile ukuthi amaZulu lawa eze ngo6a ezo

s1~elezela. Nathi masenze okwethu kuze kunga
th1wa,eEalungwini kukhona izinsizwa namadoda kodwa 
akukho zintombi namakhosikazi. Nithini? " 

Waphendula wathi uDingiwe : 
"Nginawe lapho dadewethu." 
"Into engikengayica6anga leyo, nkosikazi, kusho 

omunye. Mina ngiyavuma, nithini nina? " 
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"Nathi siyavuma. Khonake si6aya esikhulu." 
" Yisho sizwe Dingiwe, uwena oligagu," kusho 

a6anye. 
" Qha, akusekho sikhathi sokuqamba igama elisha 

lapha, thathani elaziwayo noma enake nalizwa. Mina 
ngithi akuthathwe elikadadewethu uNo6antwana ku
sinwe ngalo, " kusho u Dingiwe. 

"Hhayi, musani ukungixa6anisa nezwe kuthathwe 
igama lakwaNdwandwe kusinwe ngalo koMthethwa." 

"Kanti wena ungowakwaNdwandwe yini? Ingani 
wagcagcela kwaMthethwa, nayo yonke into ethi wena, 
ithi Mthethwa." Kusho omunye emakhosikazini. 
Enye yaqedela yathi : 

"Asiz'uli6ala yila6o a6angathandi lelo-gama. Tha
tha nkosikazi sizwe, thatha mame wethu, thina 6othina
nje sekuluma izinyawo." Kusho amashinga-ke manje 
a6a6ecuphe uchuku 6alwe. 

" Ngilihla6elele namagama alo na? " 
"Sifuna lonke njengo6a linjalo," sekusho isixuku. 
A6anye 6ase6ekhe namahlamvu a6azosina nga wo. 

Nempela waliqala kancane uNo6antwana wathi: 
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Zalithinta izintokazi ezindala lazelavuthwa zali
shayela ihlombe, zaseziklela sezilungela ukugadlela. 
Pho,_ usho _ko6ani koMaMdlalose a6asuka maqede 
6ath1 ukuth16a 6aphakamisa unyawo izandla zilokhu 
zabeka phezu_lu zikhombe inhlamvu yelanga. Wonke 
umunqa man1e wasewangena wagadlela, 6aze6ajuluka, 
6~sh1:1qungana 6ephenduka, lapho uNo6antwana no
Dmg1we a6asa6ukani sekuthule-nje, se6ekhohlwe nawu
ku~la~elela, sekumnandi ukusina kuphela. Inga6e 
uDmg1we wayeca6anga ngo6ani, kasazi. 

Kwadlula amalanga ama6ili 6ephumule kwaMthe
thw~ a6akwaZulu? wayeseya ku6ona uDingiswayo 
eyoz1celela . ugwayi ngo6a phela okuyiyona nda6a 
ey~hlangamsa u~ulu noMthethwa, yiwo ugwayi Iona. 

~amhlake nma 6akwaZulu, nizophuma niyo6ukela 
ukusma kwama6utho akithi. Kukhona nedlanzi Iama
khosikazi ami azosinela omame Ia6a." 

"Ye6o Mthethwa kesalule amadolo siphumele enku
ndleni," kusho uSenzangakhona. 

" Ngokwakithi sisina amaqembu njengoku6uthwa 
kwa6o a6antu. Kusina a6adala kuze kufike emabu
ngwini," kusho uDingiswayo. A6uye elule isandla 
6amchathazele ugwayi omame 6akwaZulu. ' 

Phakathi kwa6o kwakukhona uMaNtuli uBimbi 
kaSompisi kaKuguqa owalamana n0Ndlela

1 

okwathi 
e~efile uShaka seku6usa uDingana, uNdlela Iona wa6a 
y1yona ndunankulu eMgungundlovu ondukuzi6omvu 
Ezinduneni zikaSenzangakhona uMudli okwakungu~ 
yena oweluleka uNandi wathi kuye maka6aleke no
Shaka nodadewa6o kaShaka uNomco6a ngo6a uSenza
ngakhona wayeqonde uku6ulala uShaka. Nempela 
wa6aleka uNandi wazewafika lapha kwaMthethwa. 
K ~akukhona nezinye izinduna oMbikwane noNgomane. 
Y16ona 6onke la6a okwathi ngokuhamba kukaNandi 
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6asala 6akhuphula uBimbi, unina kaSigujana okungu
yena owayezo6usa kwaZulu. Eam6eka uBimbi wa6a 
yinkosikazi. Elinye igama likaSigujana waziwa ngo
kuthi uNomqwayimba. Yi6o 6onke la6a a6a6e fike 
noSenzangakhona 6eze kwaMthethwa. 

Eaphumake 6aya enkundleni, 6ephelekezelwa yizi
khulu zakwaMthethwa. Eafica sekuphethuzela; 6a
hlala phansi. 

Zaqala izinsizwa zasina, zasina kwazekwafika e6u
thweni likaMasuka kaNtelana waseMzizini; wathi 
ukweyama uDingiswayo wakhuluma. 

" La6a-ke Zulu, yi6ona okuthi uma kusinwa ngikhe
thele nga6o. I6utho-nje lezinsizwa elisahla6ene ngo
kungengako ngo6a uzo6ona neziqu za6o entanyeni 
kusalenga izindondo-nje neziqu zomyezane ngasinye 
nangazim bili." 

" Nempela akusho wena Mthethwa, kuyazisho. Yi-
zinsizwa, zikhulile, zinzima." 

Waqhu6ela kuMudli wathi: 
"Mudli," kusho uSenzangakhona. "Awukayi6oni 

inyamazane yakithi na? " 
Wath'uMudli : 
" Sengahlulekile nkosi." 
Yaqalaza inkosikazi, uBimbi kwangathi yethukile 

ngo6a yayiyazi inyamazane efunwayo. Wathi uDi
ngiswayo ukuBa ezwe lelizwi lidlula: 

" Kan ti nilahlekelwe yini? " 
"Qha, Mthethwa, amanga, ngoBa siyafunisela nala-

pha nje." 
Wath'uDingiswayo : 
"Inyamazane enemilenze emingaki? " Bahleka 

6onke kwanga6a6ikho okhulumayo aphendule. 
Kuthe kunjalo waphuma umfana wa6o weNyakatho 

wathi qekelele, waphu6uka wahleka uDingiswayo wathi: 
N 
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" Uzozwake." 
UJevuza kaNtonteyana naye wayekhona eceleni 

kwenkosi ebema ugwayi wakhe evuma njalo. Wacha
thaza omunye ugwayi eshungwini Iakhe wathi ukushi
yela uMudli wathula, wathula wathi: 

" Lo mfana uyimbongi, uyikho konke. Uthi lapho 
e6onga athi kuDingiswayo. Ungu 

" Bubulanda.ia. 
N amhla kungenda/Ja 
N gezithw' ekhanda,'' 

aqhu6eke umfana akhalise nathi ekade sasi6ona, kula
lwa kuvukwa. Wathula uMudli walalela. Esikhu
ndleni soku6a 6ambonge 6athi : 

"Sigidi, Sigidi," 

omunye wawowa6o waphuma khona lapho kusakhu
Iunywa wathi :-

" UNodum'ehlezi kaMenzi I 
Ilemb' eleq' amany' amalembe ngokukhalipha ; 
UGaqa li.iomvu nasekuphathweni 
UMlilo wothathe kaMjokwane." 

Basho njalo yena uyaphuma ohleni uya eshashalazini. 
Wathi eqeda Iona o6ongayo, wathatha umfana wakhona 
ngephimbo eqala ihu6o Ia6o lokusina elithi : 

" Zinomland' omkhulu lezo-nkomo." 

Y asho ingoma yakhuza phezuiu zikhala ngezinkomo 
ezinomlandu, Iaqala ihlombe kwashaya no6eyisi6ukeli. 
Esikhundleni soku6a ligcine ezi6ukelini, wezwa nase
nhla kwezi6aya ezindlini zawomame ivuma nakhona 
ingoma kukhalwa ngezinkomo ezinomlandu. Umfana 
wasina kanye nowa6o kwashuquka uthuli a6antu 
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6anga6e 6esa6onana, naphezu kwalokho ihlombe la
qhwakaza. Kwathi sekuqediwe ingoma wamemeza 
umfana wakhona wathi : 

" N galahleka nje 
N gangiyaphi ? " 

Liphendule lonke i6andla enkundleni njengo6a lase
lethukile lithi umfana akazugiya ngegama lakhe 
loqo6o, aziqambela Iona. Laphendula i6andla lathi, 
Jonke Iathi :-

" W alahleka nje 
W awuyaphi ? " 

Waphinda umfana wamemeza wathi: 

" N galahleka nje 

Lathi i6andla : 

N gangiyaphi ? " 

" W alahleka nje 
W awuyaphi ? " 

Kwa6uye kwathathwa ngokusha kwasinwa, manje 
kwangena ngisho nezintombi zasekhaya kwaMthethwa 
zasina zingamenywe muntu kodwa zithathwa usinga, 
Iwa6afowa6o se6eshaya ingoma ya6o yezilomo neyo
kuhla6ana. K wasuka izalukazi zashaneia phansi, 
wezwa na6antwana emagcekeni enhla nomuzi 6ekhala 
ngazwi linye 6ethi : 

" W alahleka nie 
W awuyaphi ? " 

.. Ngenxa yokuthatheka usinga Iwengoma zathuka 
, 1zmtokazi zakwaZulu sezisukumiie zathi : 

" Asinga6afeli umona a6antu 6ezizwe." 
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Zasukuma zakha amahlamvu zashanela phansi pha
mbi kwe6utho leNyakatho ezinye zathatha zawa
tshinga amahlamvu phezu kwamakhanda alezozinsizwa 
zisina, zenanela. Za6uya zahlala phansi. 

Wahleka uDingiswayo wathi: 
"Kunjani Zulu, ungengikhombise ukusina kwakwa

Zulu? " 
Wathi uSenzangakhona. 
"Inhliziyo yami iyala. Uma ngivuma nga6e ngi

kutshakela amathe ukusina kwa6antu 6akho ngahlu
lekile. Ngelinye ilanga uyofika kwaZulu nawe u6one 
ukukhetha kwama6utho." 

" Angazi Zulu, umhla6a ulala uguquka-nje, ngingazi 
kanjani okwangomuso ngo6a nawe-nje funa mhlawumbe 
u6ona lokhu-nje, us'uqala ukungizonda." 

"Amanga Mthethwa." 
Seku6uz'inkosikazi uMaNtuli ethi: 
"Pho, lowaya mfana onesithunzi esesa6ekayo ka

ngaka, ungomunye wamadodana akho, nkosi na?" 
"Qha6o nkosikazi," kusho uDingiswayo. "Omu

nye wamagosa a6afana la6a." 
Usephendukela kuMudli uDingiswayo uthi, 
"Awukayi6oni inyamazane yakho Mudli, nama

nje? " 
Uyahleka okaNtonteyana uthi: 
" UMudli akanamehlo okuhlaziya ezixukwini. Ku

hle kufakwe mina e6uduneni 6akhe." 
Bahleka 6onke nezikhulu. 
Kwahlukwana 6onke 6aya ngezindlu za6o sekuyo

dliwa ukudla. UDingiswayo waya elawini lakhe ela
ndelwa uJ evuza. 

Ukufika elawini wathi: 
" Vondwe l kusho ukuthini uku6a uSenzangakhona 

uzofuna inyamazane yakhe? " 
" Kawu6oni yini? kanti useyingane? " 

UDINGISWAYO KAJOBE r91 

" Qha6o kusho ukuthini? " 
" Inyamazane i6onwa i6ulawe. Uma kuyiyona 

enamandla iyaguquka i6ulale umzingeli. Laphake 
aku6e inyamazane e6ulalayo." 

"Uthini futhi lapho, Vondwe? " 
"Ngisho njalo," Washo ethatha idosha lakhe ebema 

njalo. 
"Uthi uShaka maka6ulale uyise? 
Singezixa6anise nomhla6a wonke wakwaZulu? " 
" Qha6o l kanti uzothatha umkhonto amhla6e yini ? 

Aka6izwe eze kimina ngizokukhombisa into azoyenza." 
Nempela waphuma uJevuza wathi :-

" Nang'uVukani 60 l Nang'uVukani 60 l" 
Ngesikhashana uVukani wafika wangena. Kwathi

wa kuyena akayo6iza uShaka. Wahamba wayom6iza. 
Wafika maqede wathi kuye uDingiswayo. 

" Um6onile uyihlo? " 
" Ba yede l " 
" Uthi uyinyamazane yakhe." 
"Ngiyezwa Zulu." 
"Pho kuwkwenziwa njani? " 
"Angazi, wen'ophezulu," kush'uShaka. 
Wangena uJ evuza wathi kuShaka. 
"Nank'umuthi, hamba uwuhlikihle ezandleni, u6'u

s'uhamba uyoziveza kuyihlo. Ucele ugwayi woku
bema kuyena. Uyochathaza ubeme, u6'us'uhlikihla 
lomuthi kulo ishungu lakhe, uli6uyisele emuva. Uma 
ephandle uqaphele okoku6a isithunzi sakho siwele 
phezu kwakhe." 

Nempela 6amlumba uShaka wahamba. Esehambile 
Wathi uDingiswayo, 
. . " Ngiyamthanda lornfana. Yikhani esazongilwela 
izunpi zami, zakwaNdwandwe, namanye arnakhosi 
athwele umhlwenga." 

" A6akwaMdwandwe 6oneni kangaka? Bona ngo6a 
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6akuzalela umfazi? Eyomndeni kayingenwa. Ku6i 
Mthethwa uku6a uxa6ane nomlamu wakho uZwide 
ngenxa kaMalusi n?Zenzile Iona. Awuyiku6uyelwa 
luth~ neze. UZenzile ukwakhela imige6e. Yinike 
akus1ze ngayo kuwo wonke lomse6enzi? Ingani u6'u
thwelwe nguNo6antwana noDingiwe noMaMdlalose 
na6anye, yena esong'izandla ebeke ukukhonzwa? " 

"Kulungile sizo6ona Vondwe. Manje sengiyaca
mbalala ak'ungiyeke ngedwa." 

Nempela waphuma uJevuza wahamba eyishiya 
yodwa inkosi. 

NoShaka waphuma lapho enkosini wahamba waqo
nda endlini kaSenzangakhona lapho efikele khona. 
Wafika wangqonqoza wangena. 

"Sani6onani nina 6akwaZulu." 
" Bathi si6ona wena." 
Ba6ukana oMudli noNgomane 6athula. Ba6uka, 

6a6uka uShaka, 6a6uka uBimbi 6a6uka uShaka. 
Nendlu yonke yashaqeka. ' 

" Ungu6ani mfana na ? " 
Wathi uShaka: 
"Sengathi izinduna zakho ziyangi6ona, 6a6a noma 

wena ungasangi6oni." ' 
" Hawu mntanami nguwe lowo? " 
" Ngisa6ona yini sengaguga-nje? " 
Wasuk~ma uShaka waxhawula kuYise ngesandla so

kunene n1engo6a wayehlikihle umuthi ngakwesokho
hlo. Wahlala phansi wathi : 

"~ke ~ngi~~iyele- ugwayi," esho kuyise. Uyise 
wath1 kuB1mb1 mkosikazi, 

" Mnike ishungu Jami achathaze kulo." 
Wasukuma uBimbi walithatha ishungu walinikeza 

uShaka wa6uya wahlala phansi. Wachathaza ekhu
luma na6o, kanti uyalikhuhla ngomuthi Iona ;wutha-
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the kuJ evuza. Wayeseli6uyisela kunina uBimbi wa
thi: 

"U6ani Iona na? "e6uza uBimbi. 
Waphendula uMudli wathi : 
" Inkosikazi uMaN tuli." 
"Nguyena nina kaSigujana na? " ku6uza uShaka. 
"Usushilo," kusho uNgomane. 
" Yikho · nje ngithi ngini6ingelela yena angavumi 

na?" 
"Nguyena nina kaSigujana," kusho uMudli ngoku-

cophelela. 
"Hawu 6a6a, ngiphe umkhonto," kusho uShaka. 
"Thatha leya mikhonto Ngomane uyilethe lapha," 

kusho uSenzangakhona. 
Wayithatha uNgomane wayiletha. 
"Zikhethele owuthandayo kuyona," kusho uSenza

ngakhona. Nempela wakhetha uShaka. Wathatha 
owawuphothwe ngenhlali lapho kuhlangana isi6ambo 
nokudla kwembemba. Wawulinganisa uShaka, wa
hleka. Kodwa uyise wawu6uka wayesethi: 

" Qha, lowo, ungawuthathi ngo6a okaSigujana." 
Zehla izihlathi kuShaka, 6onke 6aku6ona lokho. 

Wawu6eka phansi uShaka, wakhetha omunye umkho
nto, wa6onga. 

" Umkhonto kaSigujana uzokwenzani lapha lokhu 
yena akakho ? " ku6uza uShaka. 

"Ungene kweminye imikhonto ngesiphosiso," se-
kuphendula uMudli. 

Waphendukela kuMudli uShaka, wahleka, wathi, 
" Hhawu kunjalo Mudli na? " 
Emva kokusho lelizwi waphuma phandle wavalelisa, 

wahamba. 
Owakhuluma okokuqala lapha endlini kwa6a yinko-

sikazi, yathi : 
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" Umazi kanjani uSigujana? " 
NoMudli wathi : 
"Kusho ukuthini ukungivalelisa kwakhe, ngithi 

ngiyindoda ngingaka angi6ize ngegama? " 
" Qha madoda, lomfana kuhle aqasheliswe, into ayi

yona ngiyamesa6a," kusho uNgomane. 
"Ni6onile ihungulo analo kwa6anye a6antu ngenka

thi egiya? U6ani ngisho kwaZulu, amaqhawe ese6u
thene, ongasina kuzamazame sonk'isizwe njengalo
mfana?" Kusho uMudli. 

"Kuhle Mudli uma uku6ona konke lokho ngo6a 
imise6enzi yakho yonke le." Kusho inkosikazi. 

"Uku6a kawukhokho6isanga uNandi, uShaka noda
dewa6o uNomco6a 6aze 6afike lapha nga6e akukho 
konke lokhu." 

" Hhawu, uthini mame na? " Ku6uza uMudli ngo
kumangala. 

" Sengishilo," kusho uBimbi unina kaSigujana. 
Washo maqede kwa6uye kwa6uye kwathula endlini 
kwathi nya. 

Wayesehambile uShaka, 

"Ophehlwe weva, wanjengomlilo." 

Washiya 6enukana 6odwa, waphuma wehla ephethe 
umkhonto wakhe awuthathe kuyise. 

K walalwa kwathi e6usuku uSenzangakhona wakhala 
ngekhanda, wathi uMudli akovuka ayo6ika enkosini 
ukuthi akanamandla oku6ukela omunye umdlalo, 
umzimba wakhe akawuzwa. 

Kuthe uku6a afike enkosini uMudli ehamba noNgo
mane nenye induna, wathi : 

"Wo, wena wakomkhulu inkosi ithi kayiwuzwa umzi
mba ngakhoke kayizi emdlalweni namuhla." 

"Kufanele emva kwaloluya luthuli e6esiluhlalele, 

UDINGISWAYO KAJOBE r95 

nami kangizizwa kahle. Pho, Mudli, usuyitholile 
inyamazane yakho na? " 

" Qha nkosi, angikayitholi." 
"Ye6oke, ngizokulandela yona." 
" Qha, nkosi, ungeke uyazi." 
" Usho mina, Mudli, ngiyayazi ngizokulandela yona 

njengo6a ngishonje. Wena Vukani, memeza amado
dana ami afike nelembe elidl'amanye. Easheshe." 

Waphuma uVukani wa6uya na6o a6afana phakathi 
kwa6o kukhona uShaka. Eonke 6a6enga6e6utho le
Nyakatho. Kwathi uku6a 6angene wathi uDingiswayo. 

" Ikhona lapha inyamazane yakho." 
Wa6akhomba ngamunye 6onke a6afana 6akhe 

e6asho ngamagama e6atbopha ngezi6ongo za6o waze 
wafika kuShaka watbi : 

" Lonake uShaka kaSenzangakhona." 

"'UNodum'ehlezi kaMenzi, 
Ilemb' eleq' amany' amalembe ngokukhalipha 
USishaka kasishayeki 
Uteku lwa6afazi 6akwaNomga6i 
Eatekula 6ehlez' emlovini 
Eethi kaku6usa 
Kanti laph' ezakunethezeka." 

"Uyena lona-ke omfunayo, Mudli, om6iza ngokuthi 
inyamazane yakho." 

" Hhawu, ithin'inkosi? " kusho uMudli. 
"Phela ngichaza inyamazane yakho. Nanso ithatbe 

ugoduke nayo." 
"Ngingamthatha ngigoduke naye kanjani, wena 

ophezulu, lokhu nga6e ngiqhatha izwe? " 
" Hbawu," kusbo uDingiswayo. " U6anike osu

m6eke esihlalweni? Konje kuthiwa us'u6ek'uSigu
jana na? " ku6uza uDingiswayo. 
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" Aka6ekwanga yimina, futhi akaka6ekwa." 
" Ehhe usho kahle ngo6a wawumthuma lapha-nje 

lomfana uku6a ngimkhulise a6ange nala6a 6ami? " 
Washo waqinisa amehlo, agcwala igazi, 6am6ona 
oJevuza ukuthi usevukwa iqungo, 6amthulisa 6athi : 

"Awukahle Mthethwa, phoza Mdanga6ana." 
Nempela waphoza uDingiswayo. Wakhuluma eqhu-

6ela phambili wathi: 
"Uca6anga ukuthi wawumthuma lomfana uku6a 

azolungiselela um6uso wakwaMthethwa awulungisele 
uSigujana? Ngeke kwenzeke lokho nakanye, ngi
fung'uDingiwe, kuvuk'uJ o6e ahambe ngezinyawo." 

Washo maqede wavakasha way'enhla wayenzansi 
ephethe iwisa lakhe, a6uye alivivinye. Wagcina wathi: 

" J evuza, iNyakatho iyogodukisa lomfana kaSenza
ngakhona ngokwethwasa kwenyanga. Makagoduke 
aye ku6o ukhulile. Uyezwa Mudli? " 

"Ngiyezwa 6a6a." 
Wahamba uMudli nezinduna ezazimphelezela waye

wafika kuSenzangakhona, wamfica ehlezi wathi uSenza
ngakhona, 

" Mudli salusuphindela futhi enkosini uthi kuyona 
ukufa kuyangixinya. Kosa ngihambe." 

Wenza njalo uMudli. Kwasa inkosi yamaZulu 
ihamba. Yaphelezelwa yizichaka zakwaMthethwa za
zezayi6eka ekhaya. Zafika seziyithwele ngo6a ukufa 
kwadlanga kakhulu. 

Yahlala izinsukwana, yafa. Ya6ulawa ishungt! lelo 
elashiyela uShaka elinikwa nguBimbi, unina kaSigu j ana. 

Kwa6ikwa kwaMthethwa ukufa kwenkosi. UDingi-
swayo wathi: 

" Sengizwile " 
UJ evuza wathi: 
" UsekwaGoqanyawo." 

ISAHLUKO X 

NANGAPHAMBI koku6a kufe uSenzangakhona uDingi
swayo wayeseliguqule lonke izwe lakwaMthethwa la6a 
ngolunye uhlo6o. Ngenkathi ehamba nenana6uke 
wazewayi6ulala wayephuca zonke izinto zayo, walinga 
ngawo onke amandla uku6a azi indawo lapho yayiya 
khona. Ngempela wakuthola konke ukuthi yayiya 
eDalagube, ezweni elikude eNyakatho lapho umuntu 
wayekwazi ukuthola u6uhlalu, nezingu6o zokulala 
ezakhiwe ngendwangu; athole futhi izihlalo ezi6azi
weyo nge6umba noma ezingamago6ongo. Kulelozwe 
laseDalagube wayethumela izinkomo eziningi, kwenye 
inkathi zi6eyikhulu. 

Njengo6a izwe 6a6engalazi a6akwaMthethwa, 6a6e
phelekezelwa yila6a 6antu 6akwaMahlase 6aseZi6isini, 
okuyi6ona a6a6eyazi yonke indlela eya eDalagube. 
Kuyiqiniso uku6a 6a6ehamba 6eyizixuku ezinkulu, 
kodwa 6a6uye se6eyidlanzana nje. Ea6eqedwa yimi
khuhlane e6angwa ngomiyane; a6anye 6a6ulawe yizi
lwane zasendle; a6anye 6a6ulawe izizwe a6a6edlula 
kuzona zifuna uku6aphuca izinkomo lezi. 

Ezimphahleni a6a6e6uya nazo eDalagube ngelinye 
ilanga 6a6uya nesihlalo esakhiwe ngezinti. Uku6a 
zisi6one izingcweti zakwaMthethwa, zasithatha zasi
Buka, zasuka zagawula umuthi onesiqu esikhulu, za
wudiya kahle, zawunquma, isihlalo leso nemilenze yaso, 
nomhlane waso, saphuma njengo6a sinjalo. 

Lesi-sihlalo yisona uDingiswayo ayethethela kuso 
amacala, kuthi noma ephaqulwa uJ evuza, aqhiyame 
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kusona; lapho ethamele ilanga wayehlala kuso, 
nalapho mhla kufike uSenzangakhona wayehleli kuso, 
e5ukela uShaka esina kanye na5anye owa5o. 

KwaMthethwa, ngenxa yalokhukuhlangana na6e
lungu 6aseDalagube, kwaveza ukuhlakanipha okukhulu 
ku5antu. UDingiswayo waduma ndawozonke, naye 
wangathanda uku6a kuzwakale ukuthi ikhona inkosi 
yesinye isizwe engase idume phezu kwakhe. 

Amanye amakhosi ayeselokhu ethuma izinhloli 
uku5a ziyonyonkela okwenziwa kwaMthethwa nawo 
enze ngokunjalo. Uthe ethuka uDingiswayo kwaku
thiwa uThokozwayo kaMandayiya owaye6usa isizwe 
sakwal3uthelezi, kade eguba naye umkhosi wokwe
shwama ingani lomkhosi wenziwa kwaMthethwa ku
phela. Ngisho na6akwaZulu uqo6o 6a6efika 6a5ike 
kuyena uma 5ezoguba umkhosi wokweshwama. 

Ngalesisenzo sakhe uThokozwayo wathunyelwa isi
gijimi kwathiwa kuye. 

" Thokozwayo, okunike amandla okuguba umkhosi 
ngu 6ani na ? " 

Waphendula uThokozwayo wathi: 
"Ngiyinkosi-nje nami 6engizocela ku6ani na?" 
Ngalokho kuphendula-nje kwa6e ukhe phansi uTho-

kozwayo. Kukulempi lapho uShaka wathola khona 
izi5ongo zokuthi. 

" Sigidi, Sigidi." 
Ukuze uDingiswayo a6one, akholwe ukuthi uThoko

zwayo u6ulewe ngempela wayala ama6uhto uku6a 
amnqume ikhanda a6uye nalo. Aman ye amakhosi • 
uma e6ona ukuthi ayajoqa esethi aya6usa, wayesuka 
athumele impi, iyafika i6utha sonke isifazane sesigodlo 
i6uye naso. 

UPhakathwayo kwa6anjalo. Njengo6a uPhaka
thwayo wayemazela ukuthi uyinkosi yempela, wathuma 
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izinhloli uku6a keziyo6ona ukuthi sewakhula wa6anga
kanani um6uso wakwaQwabe ophethwe nguPhaka
thwayo. Zi6uya izinhloli zawu6a6aza kakhulu .. 

Usethi uDingiswayo kuNtonteyana 5enoVukam. 
" Ngisafuna ukuvakashela kwaQwa6e lapho ngashiya 

khona inana6uke." 
" Uthini nkosi na? " 
" Ehhe ngiyafisa kakhulu." . 
"Kawesa6i yini uku5a isilwane leso a6as16ulalayo 

6athola lukhulu phakathi kuso na? " 
Wathi uDingiswayo: . . . . 
" Yonke imphahla yaso ngay1thatha, nans1 kirruna. 

Ani5oni yini ukuthi amandla aso aye~uwo. ~mbobo 
wezulu Iona? Izinyawo zaso kwakuyiyo m1omane 
lena. Manjena ngokuhlangana kwethu nezinye izi
lwane zaku5o sesize sathola izinjomane ezinye." 

"Ye5o uqinisile lapho," kusho okaNtonteyana. 
" Vukani ! " 
Wesa6ela uVukani. 
"Phuma uhambe uyotshela i5utho leNyakatho li

hambe liyothatha sonke isigodlo sakwaPhakathwayo, 
si5ulale onke ama6utho uma elwa." 

Wahamba u Vukani wayokusho lokho, wa6uya wa
hlala. Kanjalo zahamba izinsizwa zayohlasela kwa 
Qwa6e. Zangena khona lapho ~uthi . nwi enz~nsi, 
ngenkathi kuphuma a6afazi ekusem 6eth1 6aya kolima. 
Wa6ona umuntu amahlanze emthika, emnyama enya
kaza, waze wathi. . 

"Wewu ! Izinkomo kazi6uyanga namuhla. Kazi 
ezako5ani? Amasimu ethu aphelile yizona." 

Zasondela izinsizwa, kwa6ekusa enzansi, kwezwakala 
izigi, a6a6engalele 6aqaphela 5athi : 

" Yini leyo." . . . . 
Hhawu kwathi gumbeqe, kwahlwa emm1, ngmyam-
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sile. Yayisihlangene. Kwathi kle6u-klebu mbo 
kwa6a u6umayemaye, nongafa-mina. Yaqembuka 
eyakwaQwa6e, ya6aleka. Eathi 6ayayilandela 6aya
yixosha, yamemeza induna yathi : 

"Izimpondo neno I Khumu, zinsizwa ezinkulu." 
Nempela 6a6uya. Kuleyompi 6a6uya nezinkomo ezi
ningi 6ashiya uPhakathwayo engenankomo, lokho 
kwam6angela okoku6a a6uye ahambe elandela impi 
yakwaMthethwa ayocelela okungenani ezamasi a6anta-
6akhe. 

uDingiswayo aka6anga nalunya ngo6a wamnika 
ezinye ezinkomeni zakhe wa6uyela nazo emuva. 
Um6uso wakwaQwa6e wa6a ngaphansi kukaDingi
swayo njalo. 

Wa6uye wabeka futhi uDingiswayo wa6ona nanguya, 
uMatiwane ngaphansi kwezinta6a zoKhahlamba. 
Wamsukela naye. Lempi yakwaMatiwane iyisikhu
mbuziso ngezinto ezimbili. Okokuqala induna yempi 
yakwaMthethwa kwakunguZiyongo wasemaHlaseni 
okanye nala6aya a6afika 6elandela uDingiswayo. 
Kwathi lapho isiphathene impi a6akwaMatiwane 6a
phanga ingu6o yakhe uZiyongo, kwathi noma e6uya 
kungaziwa owahluliwe ingu6o leyo yasala khona lapho. 
Ngenxa yokwesa6a ukuhlaselwa ngokwesi6ili uMatiwane 
wayipbindesela ingu6o kaZiyongo wayiphelekezela nge
zinkomo zafika izinceku zathi : 

" 0, wena kaXa6a I Silapha nje sithunywa oka
Masumpa uku6a umthole." 

"Uniphathiseni eyisi6onakaliso sokutholwa kwa-
khe." Ku6uza uDingiswayo. 

" Naz'izinka6i zekhethelo phandle esifika nazo." 
Wathula, wathula uDingiswayo wahleka, watbi : 
" Uhlakaniphile okaMasumpa. Pho, iphi ingu6o 

yenduna yami, uZiyongo." 
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Eathi: 
"Siyiphethe nayo, nkosi, nansi." 
Basho 6eyisombulula 6eyinika induna yenkosi uVu

kani, wayemukela. Kusukela lapha phakatbi kwe
sizwe sakwaMthethwa kwa6akhona isaga sokutbi 

" Uyo.iuya wedwa okwengu.io kaZiyongo." 

Okwesi6ili okwenzakalayo kulempi, kwathi lapho 
kudliwa ingu6o kaZiyongo impi kaDingiswayo yona 
yadla sonke isifazane senkosi ya6uya naso yayeyasithi 
qithi phambi kwenkosi. 

Ukufika kwaso isifazana sashaya ingungu sabekisa 
amakhanda phansi, senqa6a ukudla, a6anye kwathi 
noma 6e6afaka ezindlini 6alokhu 6ehla6elela amagama 
aku6o. Lokhu kwenza kwalesisifazane kwatbinta 
uNo6antwana, kwatbi inkosi ihleli yodwa wathumela 
kuNtonteyana uku6a ufuna ukukhuluma nenkosi. 
OkaNtonteyana wavuma watbi uzokumyisa enkosini. 

Nempela wafika maqede wamngenisa uJevuza. Nga
lelo langa uNo6antwana waya enkosini efake isiphuku 
sakhe sesilo wafi.ka wahlala phansi wathula. 

Inkosi yethuka yathi: 
"Yini No6antwana? " 
" Qha6o akulutho, 6a6a. Ngikhuluma ngala6a Ba

ntu, 6a6a. Umoya wami usuwaphukile, Nkosi." 
"Waphulwa yini? " 
"Nkosi ngingunina wesizwe, nowezingane. Uku

~ala komntwana kuyangihlupha kuvusa usizi enhli
ziyweni yami. Kodwa ukukhala kwa6antu abadala 
6engezingane, ngizwa kuthi kangisuke ngihambe ngi
yek~de, noma ngife nokufa. Ngenxa yami nothando 
engmalo kuwe, 6a6a, na6antu 6akho nesizwe sawo-
6a6amkhulu, ngiyancenga khulula lesisifazane sigo
duke." 
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Esikhundleni soku6a amphendule wamemeza uJe
vuza. Kwa6asengathi uJevuza u6azi, wasa6ela eduze, 
wangena, wathi, 

" Sengikhona, Xa6a." 
" Lalela kulokhu okushiwo indodakazi yakho. Phinda 

maN dwandwe." 
Nempela waphinda uNo6antwana wathi: 
"Wena kaNtonteyana ngize lapha enkosini, ngi

khulumela lezizintandane za6antu ezilokhu zisililela, 
zinqa6a ukudla, zikhalela amakhaya azo, nawawonina. 
Ningenze ngcono, Bandla? " 

Wema okaNtonteyana wa6uka inkosi wa6uka uNo-
6antwana wathi: 

"Nkosi, ngenxa yakhe yedwa Iona ongumame 
wethu kulomuzi, noma engumntwana nje, ake sihloni
phe kanye isikhundla sakhe simnike akucelayo." 

" KaNtonteyana, aku6e njengo6a usho." 
Wanele washo lokho, wasukuma uNoBantwana 

wahamba wa6ashiya 6e6ukana uJevuza noDingiswayo. 
Ea6ona ngethunzi emnyango uku6a usehambile. 

Eagoduswa a6esifazane la6o ngesicelo sikaNoBa
ntwana. 

Izenzo zikaDingiswayo nodumo lwakhe lwaduma 
nxa-zonke, nesitha sakhe uZwide waluzwa loludumo, 
waqala ukuca6anga izinto eziningi. 

Izwi likaDingiswayo loku6a athumele kuye uku6a 
akhiphe uMalusi, izithunywa zakhe zi6uye naye 
ehamba ngazo zozimbili izinyawo zakhe, lamhlupha 
kakhulu uZwide. Wathi lapho ekhumbula ukuthi 
konje lapha ekhaya kwakhe kukhona umuntu kaDi
ngiswayo waqala ukusola ukuthi mhlawumbe lomuntu 
uzomenza isilo sengwe, amguqukele ka6i. Ngakhoke 
wa6izwa uSiqongo phambi kwenkosi. 

" Kusho ukuthini lokhukukhuluma kwenkosi 
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yakini uku6a kangilethe uMalusi ehamba ngezinyawo 
na?" 

"Wena wenkosi, kangazi ukuthi kusho ntoni. 
Kodwa ngokwami ukwazi uDingiswayo, kusho ukuthi 
uma ngempela uMalusi wam6ulala uzokuhlasela alwe 
nawe." 

" Yisiluleko sini wena ongase usinike kule-nda6a? " 
" Nkosi kangazi." 
"Kawazi kanjani lokhu nguwena omaziyo uDingi

swayo?" 
"Ngisho kahle nkosi ngo6a mina ngazi luhlangothi 

lunye, olunye kangi lwazi. Engingalwaziyo yilolu 
lwakwa Ndwandwe. Lunezinduna zalo, neziphaka
nyiswa zalo, mina kanginakuluphendulela." 

" Khuluma wena u6uzwa yimina, ungesa6ani lokhu 
noma kunjani engikushoyo kuyama, nengikufisayo 
kuyenziwa ? " 

" Nkosi inye indlela yokwahlula uDingiswayo na-
6antu 6akwaMthethwa. Uku6ahlasela akunakusiza 
lutho ng~6a 6anamandla, 6anama6utho aviviwe anga
phenduk1 abek'emuva uma impi iphambi kwa6o. 

"Khona namhlanjena se6enamandla ngokunye ngo-
6a Baneqhawe eleqa kwaZulu. Liyindodana yenkosi 
uSenzangakhona. Yilo elihola izimpi uma ziyohla
sela izizwe. 

" Leliqhawe linomoya engingazange ngiwu6one wo
kuqung'isi6indi ema6uthweni. Lapho kuhola Iona 
khona kuvuleka indlela. 

"UBani igama lalelo qhawe? " ku6uza uZwide. 
" NguShaka." 
" Pho ? " kusho inkosi. 
"Njengo6a ngishilo Nda6ezitha, inye indlela yoku

mahlula ukuBa sithole yena inqu yakhe simluthe eze 
laph~ ekhaya. Sesingenza into esiyithandayo ngaye." 
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" Angaluthwa kanjani lokhu kasinakumthola? " 
" Kulula_ nkosi. Njengo6a mina 6engike nginya

m~ale . ngiye kokumba imithi kude, 6engihamba 
ngiye~gifike nak~o~a eEalungwini. Ngelinye ilanga 
ng~ngilele ehla~him, kade ngihamba i6anga elikude 
ngif~nana nem1thi ngayengathi qatha ngaseduze ko
muz1 wakwaMthethwa." 

"Wawusuyakwenzani khona lokhu wawusewa6a
leka na? kanti wena u6uy' uye khona na? " 

"Qha6o nkosi, unginquma umlomo Nda6ezitha 
ngidedele ngiqede." ' ' 

"Qhu6eka ngizwe ngo6a kangi6oni uku6a wawu
landeni khona." 
. "Nkosi nginezihlo6o zami khona, futhi ngangifuna 
1khambi elithize elingenakutholwa lapha. 

"Uthe wawulele emmfuleni ngasehlathini, ngifuna 
ukuzwa khona lapho." 

"Uqinisile nkosi, ngangilele ehlathini, ngezwa uda
dewenu uNo6antwana ehilana noZenzile udadewa6o 
kaMalusi. Eathethisana, 6athethisana, 6athi a6apha
thane ngezandla kodwa 6a6uye 6adamba. Enkulu
meni ya6o nga6ona ukuthi uZenzile intandokazi 
~aDi~giswayo, noma uNo6antwana kunguyena nko
sik~z1. N?_ezwa kuthiwa kuzofika uSenzangakhona 
uy1se wal~l 1qha~e lakwaZulu elikwaMthethwa. Nge
zwa futh1 kuthiwa kuzo6a khona umgido omkhulu 
ongazange u6ekhona." 

" N?alala phansi, nkosi, 6aze 6ahlukana odadew~u, 
uZenz~e wez_a emmfuleni, kanti uzogeza nezinye izi
ntomb1 . ezaz1mphelezela. K wathi sengi6ona ukuthi 
se6eqedile ukugeza ngasondela ngalokhu nginyakazisa 
isihlahla esimaqondana nendawo lapho kwakuhleli 
kh?na uZ~nzile. ~jalo lapho ehleli ebeke ngakimi 
ngmyakaz1se leso s1hlahla wazewa6ona, waqaphelisa, 
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ngasukuma, nga6ek'isandl'emlonyeni ngamqhwe6a uku-
6a eze kimi. 

" Nempela weza kimi eshiya amanye amantomba
zana." 

"Eze kanjani lokhu ungumuntu wesilisa, angakwe
sa6i yini? 

"Qha6o Nda6ezitha izintombi kazesa6i uma zi
qhwetshwa amakhehla ase6angeni lawoyise ngo6a 
zisuke zazi ukuthi aziqhwe6ela okukhulu. 

"Uku6'afike kimina uZenzile sahlala phansi nga
zi6ika ukuthi ngingu6ani, wamangala wathi ngi6e
kwa yini lapha na? Ngathi mina ngi6ekwa unyawo 
mntanani. Wayesengitshela ukuthi sewake wezwa 
ngami nokuthi nga6aleka ngeza kuwe. Wa6uza inda-
6a kaMalusi umfowa6o ngamtshela njengo6a ngiyazi 
ngashiya engingakwazi. Kanjalo-ke ngasengithi kuye 
angase anganzele nje into engingayicela na? Wa6a
namahloni ngo6a wayengazi ukuthi ngiqondisephi. 
Ngashesha ngamchazela ukuthi, izinda6a zimi ka6i 
lapha. Kunganjani uku6a ange6ele noma yini yenkosi 
uDingiswayo khona isithunzi sakhe singenakungisinda 
ngihambe ngikhululekile nalapha kwaNdwandwe na? 

"Futhike lokho kwakuzosiza Bona 6akwaNdwandwe 
ngo6a ngasengikhululiwe nga6a yinyanga. Ngamthe
mbisa ukuthi uma ekwenza lokhu ngizornnika umuthi 
wentando angazange awu6one. Ngenxa yokufuna 
uku6a angalahlekelwa isikhundla sakhe so6untando
kazi wavuma uZenzile wathi uzongifunela angase 
angitholele khona. 

" Pho mtanami singa6onana phi? " 
Wathi yena, 
" Singa6onana khona lapha kusasa." 
"Kanjalo-ke Nda6ezitha nga6uya ngangomuso kuyo 

leyo-ndawo kodwa waqhamuka yena engaphethe lutho 
02 
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kuphela iqha6angana elalikade lisetshenziswa uDingi
swayo angasalikhathalele. Lelo qha6anga ngalala 
ngathi kuhle angifunele into enjengeyokugqokwa, 
ethintene nomzimba wenkosi. 

"Wayesethi qha uzongilungisela angilinde amalanga 
ama6ili ngelesi thathu uyohlangana nami khona 
emmfuleni endaweni efanayo. Izinto zazimmele ka6i 
ngo6a inkosi uSenzangakhona wayesefikile. 

Kothi mhla esinelwayo 6onke a6antu 6esenkundleni 
a6enamandla okungena endlini yenkosi athathe intwa
na engeke isheshe i6onakale. 

" Namike nkosi ngathanda ukuyo6ukela umsino 
wezinsizwa kuze ngingezwa ngenda6a. Ngagqoka 
ngafihla u6uso ngamasho6a, ngagqiza yonke indawo 
ngayengema ngalapha kwakukhona khona a6akwa
Zulu, ngema ngazi ukuthi a6azukungi6uza, 6azoca-
6anga ukuthi ikhehla lizokweshela ezintombini. Na6o 
a6akwaMthethwa 6azoca6anga ukuthi ngingowakwa
Zulu. 

"Ngahloma amehlo yonke indawo ngangam6ona 
uZenzile lapho kwenziwa noma yintoni. Ngithe ngi
ngazelele ngam6ona emi njengolahliweyo ezixukwini 
zamakhosikazi, ama6i6i enkosi, naye amehlo akhe 
ebeke ngakimina. Okokuqala ngaca6anga ukuthi 
akangi6oni kodwa nga6e ngisabeke ngam6ona engi-
6ukisa, naye wa6eka umunwe emlonyeni wawususa, 
wahamba. 

"Ngathi nami qha, manginyelele ngo6a funa an~
shiye. Ngathi ngiphuma esangweni kwakuphuma 
omunye wakwaMthethwa indodana kaMalume wayo 
inkosi uDingiswayo igama layo uVukani, wangi6iza 
wathi, 

" A wungimele khona lap ho mnumzane " ngala min a 
ngathi. 
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"Ngilinde khona lapho ngisaya laphaya ngizo6uya." 
Esikhundleni soku6a angilinde wanyamalala ezixu

kwini, kangi6uyanga ngim6one. 
"Ngahamba-ke ngafika endaweni leyo ngahlala 

phansi ngalinda. Aku6anga mzuzwana wangena naye 
uZenzile ehamba ekhefuzela, esandleni sakhe waye
phethe isibeqe so6uhlalu sasentanyeni, sayo inkosi 
uqo6o lwayo. Nami ngamthakela imithi ngamnika 
khona lapho ngo6a ngangihamba ngiyifake ngaphansi 
kweziyakayaka zami engangizifakile. Ngasuka lapho 
ngathath'izinyawo ngo6a uVukani ngangimsola. Kwa
thi ngithi phasha o6ala ngaphumela phezu kwezinsi
zwa ezimbili zathi kimina, mangime ngingu6ani igama 
lami. Kangilindanga, ngasu6atha ngangena futhi 
ehlathini, ngagqashula iziyayayaka ngo6a zazingangi
thiya emahlozini. Nga6aleka, ngalala ngiwa ngivuka, 
nakhu ngilapha. Nda6ezitha." 

Washo lawamazwi okugcina wethula isikhwama 
sakhe emhlane, wathi ukuqaqa uqhotho olwalusi6o
phile, wasombulula amakhambi, nezimpondo, waze 
wafika emshuqulwaneni omncane osongwe ngokuco
phelela okukhulu. Wawuqaqa umshuqulo lowo, kwa
phuma phakathi isibeqe so6uhlalu o6uhle o6ugqo
kwa kuphela ngamakhosi. Wawu6uka uZwide wathi 
kuye: 

" Akusho wena, uyazisho lomgexo." 
Wawuthatha wawucu6ungula kodwa uSiqongo wathi, 
" Musa ukuwucu6ungula ngo6a ngiwufuna nazo 

zonke izinsila zawo." 
"Uzozenzani Siqongo na? " 
" Lomgexo sizowuse6enza noMaguduza ziwubile si

wuthake nayo yonke imithi yethu kuthi mhla ihlanga-
6ezanayo impi yakho nekaDingiswayo thina silwe 
nomgexo lo, ngawo siluthe uDingiswayo athuke eshiya 
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impi yakhe, angene lapha emzini wakho eDlovu
nga." 

:: N'_ingakwenza lokho noMaguduza na? " 
Sihlangene so6a6ili, asinakwahlulwa lutho wena 

wohlanga." ' 
Kanjalo uSiqongo wasinda eku6ulaweni uZwid 

ng?6a wakhombisa ukuthi akayena umngane kaDt 
~giswaro, uyamzonda umfisa efile noma eyisigqili 
s1kaZwide. NoZwide ngenxa yokwenza kukaDingi
sw~yo. wa~quk~ wamzonda udadewa6o kaDingiswayo 
uDmgiwe mgam wayefuna ukumthatha amenze omu
nye wamakhosikazi akhe. 

Wahamba uSiqongo wayewawunika uMaguduza 
umgexo lowo, 6aqalake ukuwubila. 

Emuva le, kwaMthethwa kwasekulungiselwa uku-
6a ahlaselwe uZwide. Ezwa lokhu uNo6antwana 
waya futhi enkosini wayoncenga ukukhuluma nayo 
kodwa k~amth~tha isikhathi ngalelo-langa uku6a 
a~gene ay1thole mkosi yodwana. Nokho emva kwe
zmsuku lafika iz~~ liza nenceku uku6a angeza uNo6a
ntwana ngo6a 1zmduna kaziziningi. Nempela weza 
uNo6antwana ehamba naye uJevuza owayelokh 
emphelezela uma kuyiwa enkosini noma engazi ukut~ 
uNo6antwana uya ngani." 

Wathi ukufika wathi uDingiswayo. 
" ~amhla ~wenzenjani-ke MaNdwandwe lokhu phela 

sengi6agodus1Ie a6asemaNgwaneni? " 

6 
:Wa~eka uDingiswayo noNo6antwana wahleka olwa

ayeru. 
:: Qha6o, 6a6a'. ngizoxoxa nje nawe." 

Hhawu ungikhumbule-nje kwenzenjani? Kade 
okaNtonteyana ekugca6a ngamuphi namhlanJ·e ;> Noi-
yesa6a." · o· 

Washo 6ahleka futhi 6onke. wathi okaNtonteyana: 
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"Umuntu angathuka esegca6a na6angafanele ku
gcatshwa." 

"Qha6o, 6a6a, ngizo6uza ukuthi ngikulungiseleni 
ngo6a nakhu uyaphuma uphuma nempi namhlanje? " 

"Qha ngihamba ngomuso." 
"Pho ngingakulungiselani? Kukhona insangu enhle 

ekade ya6ekwa endlini yami, nesiphuku ekade nga
qala ukusitbunga ngenzela ukukhokha lesiya owangi
pba sona, ngiseyintombi. Ngingathanda uma ubamba 
uhambe naso. Into engenza uku6a ngithande uku6a 
ubambe naso yile : ngiyesa6a, angazi ukuthi yini. 
Kodwa ngiyesa6a ngalokhu kubamba kwakbo nalemp'
eyakohlasela kwaNdwandwe." 

"Wesa6a ukuthi izoqeda a6antu 6akini? Uma ku
njalo ngeke ku6ulawe namunye wendlu yakwenu, ngisho 
uZwide uqo6o lwakhe, ngenxa yakho-nje kuphela." 

"Amanga Mthethwa I Kangesa6eli namunye waki
thi, ngesa6ela wena. Noma unga6aqotbula 6onke, 
kimina akuthi diki. Kuphela ngesa6ela siqu sakho." 

" Usbo ukutbini uma usho njalo na? " 
"Kwelakithi izwe imithi iyaphathwa. Uma ku

qiniswa impi iyaqiniswa ngezintelezi zezinyanga, ne
zezanusi, ngisho nezamandiki. Lapha ekhaya kayikho 
intelezi eyenziwa ngamandiki. Amandiki lawa, ma6i 
Mthethwa, akehlulwa lutho phansi kwelanga uma 
eyisophile. Ngiyesa6a, ngiyesa6a ngawe, Mthethwa, 
ngiyesa6a ngawe wedwa. Kodwa u6ungengisize usale 
ungahambi nempi na?" 

"Wena MaNdwandwe ufuna ngiphuphe ngi6e umqu-
6a wasekhaya. Wawungasho ngani kuzo zonke le
zizimpi ekade ngizilwa uku6a uyesa6a na "? 

"Yingo6a ngangazi ukuthi uya ku6antu a6angesiyo 
intanga yakho, a6angenamandla okukuvimbela. Ko
dwa namuhla awuyi empini yimikhonto kuphela, uya 
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ngisho kweyamandiki. Ungaka-nje wake wali6ona 
indiki, Mtpethwa? " 

"Khona izolo lokhu, No6antwana, uthe mangigo
duse a6eseifazane nezingane za6o 6aphindele kwaMa
tiwane ngo6a ukukhala kwa6o kukulethela usizi ne
zinyembezi. Ngenxa yakho namhla-nje se6egodukile 
6aphindela emaku6o. Akuyinto enkulu lokho, No-
6antwana? " 

"Ye6o, 6a6a, kuyinto enkulu kakhulu." 
Sekuphendula uJevuza okade elalele sonke lesisi

khathi engathandi ukuphazamisa. 
" Y e6o nkosi, kulula ukudela izwi lowesifazane ngo6a 

kwesinye isikhathi izinto zehla phezu kwa6o njenga
mafu zi6acindezele phansi. Nakhu manje kwehlakala 
izinto ezimbili ngasikhathi sinye. U6ophekile uku6a 
azoncenga zozimbili kanye-kanye. Eyokuqala useyi
nikiwe yoku6a encengele a6antu 6akwaMatiwane 
uku6a 6agoduke. Lena yesi6ili immele ka6i ngo6a 
iphathelene nawe na6antu 6aku6o." 

"Eengazi, wena Juveza ukuthi ungeke uyeke uku
vunana noNo6antwana. Kayikho into ake ayikhu
lume uyiphikise." kusho inkosi. 

"Kuhle, Mafavuke, ngimvune lomntwana, lo, ngo-
6a phela lapha kulomuzi uyedwa. Izwe, ngisho nawe 
uqo6o lwakho usezithendeni zikadadewa6o uZenzile. 
Y ena phela angaphumelela kanjani uma kuyojatshu
liswa intandokazi? " 

"Ukhuluma kanjani, J evuza, kimina? " 
Wathi ukuba asho kanjalo, uNo6antwana wathu

thumela, eca6anga ukuthi ozothatha umkonto amgwa
ze. Kodwa uJ evuza wathatha ishungu lakhe wali
vula wabema, wabema. Yath'inkosi : " ududwa 
ukwesutha lapha eEalungwini. Y ekanini, ngimfunge 
uDingiwe, ngikhum6ule oYengweni, khona manje." 

UDINGISWAYO KAJO'BE 2II 

, h k kanjalo. Mina "Kahle Mafavuke, mus ukufut e a ko aka-
. , b ana le nguyena nyo , 

nginguyihlo, lentom az ' Musa ukuthi ngidudwa 
kh'omunye ngaphancllekkwaykoh. o m6uso engiwudlayo. 

6 Mafavuke unge . 
um uso, . . , d lami lilengela ewem ngenxa 
Nuihamba-nJe 1khan. a . . k k 5· Hhawu u thi 

o· M" 1 ng1kusmdise o u 1. 
yakho. ma O 

. . 1 0 
na ;> Phuma sihambe 

Mafavuke, kunga6a y1m1 ;:w be ,, . 
mntanawa6antu, phuma s am g~lo uJ evuza edonsa 

Wathi lapho emdons~ nren na 'Waphuma uJ evu
uNo6antwana, wala_~No an wa . 
za wa6ashiya 6o6a6ili. 

Wathi ~No?antwana: "h be sixa6ene noma wena 
" Kang1fum _uku6a ;gt U:~hukuthelele. Xhawula, 

uhambe nempi yakh . g hambekahle amathongo 
Mthethwanas'isancllasam1 uzeu ' 

akithi akubeke.'~ 1 k Dingiswayo wakhothama, wa
Washo w~on ea .Uk khe wagaqa ngamadolo 

· · phans1 phamb1 wa · , 
Z1W1Sa r1 . lo 
izanclla zakhe esalokhu ezal~ 1 e ·ni:pho emsbiye khona 

UDingiswayo wablala6 p tns1 a inhliziyo yakhe ilwa 
UJevuza wam6uka uNo an wan ' k 

th· anganqamu a. 
esifu6eni kuyena senga 1 . clle6eni zakbe ancence-

Amazwi kaJ evuza a~uy~ e;:twana ukbona phambi 
tha, wakhohlwa ukuth1 u o bir Kwathula encllini 
kwakhe, wagqolozela rh~ u~qondo wakhe amehlo 
kwathi nya. Wa6~ya ~ No6antwana esalokhu 
akhe abeka phans1 wa ona hro egcwele izinyembezi 
ezalulile izanclla zakhke ame mgqikini owayehlezi ku-

hl k na Wasu uma e . 
zokwa u a · . ell "k No6antwana wath1 kuye. wo wazi6amba izan a z1 a 

"Sala kahle." wahamba wazimboza 
Wasukuma uNo6antwana dli . yakhe. 

akh ayewangena en m 
ngesiphuku s e w k khala uphondo lwenduna 

Nga6o lo6o6usuku wa 
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uVukani, lwakhala lwa6elushilo k zahay · , zavu a 
a mgoma yakwaMthethwa zithi: 

izinsizwa 

"L ezonkomo zim.iala mun-· ;i z· l .na. 
inom and'omkhulu lezonkomo.'' 

Zavuka, waluzwa uphond l kh 
ngezintaba. Nangakw Ndo ud ala. lwaye lwasithela 
· 5 a wan we 1m · · 1 uthana nayo iyohlang 6 P1 yayiphuma 
;Yihambile ilanga lonke k:a::\ eyak~~~~hethwa. Se-
16onana kwaHla6· gelesi6ili ilanga ekuseni 1sa. 

Wena oku6one izinkalo k 
lapho uthi uqhamuka okh z~ · waZulu nanamuhla, 
kwendlalekile amahlathi ;~7~m u6one J?hansi laphaya 
we; kuthi la ha a al ahla zemmga neminqa
mini nezihla.h1 y n aphaya ku6ekhona imivuthwa-

. . a zamasundu. y ahlan . . 
godim ngasemmfulane · gana phans1 es1-. m wezwa okok al k 
mgoma yakwaMthethwa . k uq a uqu6uka 
wakhala uVukani wath'. yezm omo ezonomlandu, 

" l . 
Nisa6a6uka na 6a6a? " 

y ayisibuqene. K wathi kl b . 
iwisa likhwela phezu kwen~ u, bkwath1 qhuqhuqhu, 
ethi. um a, wezwa omunye 

" Washa kuthi, kuthi," 
Omunye wathi : 
"Lala khona lapho, wawulandel'o6a . :> 
Omunye wathi : m · 
"Hlomu wethu." 
Phezulu enta6eni yeHla6isa . 

na6anye oJevuza nezinduna t~1_:hlez16uDingiswayo 
noMlangeni Ea -60 . . zi ize e ukela kanye 
zidla izinsi~wa, kidw~ ~:ikhonto i6enrezela phezulu, 
!hwa kayiphakwanga kahl a6~ sengathi eyakwaMthe
Jwayele ukuzithathela k e. athatha ngamawala isi-

" IN k th · ' wamanye amakhosi 
ya a o nayo yaym· kh . · ge 0, yayihambise uShaka 
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ngokufa kukayise uSenzangakhona. Wathembisa uSha
ka ukuthi uyohlangana na6akwaMthethwa eMfolozi 
emhlophe ngaphambi koku6a 6ahlanga6ezane ngo6a 
wayeca6anga ukuthi 6ayo6avim6ezela khona eDlo
vunga, 6angatholani endle. 

Uku6ona lokhu uDingiswayo wasa:igana ikhanda, 
wazula ethi uhlola impi yakhe, wazula wehla, wenyuka 
ummfula elandelwa uMlangeni, kwathi 6esazula 6a
hlangana no Vukani ekhefuzela wathi : 

"Nkosi, alikafiki yini ilemb'eleq'amany'amalembe 
na? Simi kabi, impi iningi ngokweqile." 

Waphendula uDingiswayo wathi: 
" Mus'ukusa6'usahamba, hlala nami lapha, izinduna 

ozishiyile zizoyiphaka impi. Hlala nami, Vukani, 
unga6e usahamba ngifikelwa ukwesa6a, sengathi ngi-
6ukwa isilwane sasendle sifuna ukungizuma. Wo
zani sihambe." 

Nempela 6ehla 6afika emmfuleni 6awenyusa, 6aha-
mba 6elandela inkosi 6engazi lapho kuyiwa khona, 
izihlangu 6ehamba 6eziyekethisile njengamavaka. 

Ba6eyizwa ngenzansi impi i6ambene izinsizwa ze-
qana zisasho zithi: 

"Ngadla mina ngenkomo ka6a6a." 
Kodwa kwezwakala njalo ukuvungama manje oku

nengoma yakwaMthethwa kwaya kwaya yacima ingo
ma kwakhula ukuvungama kwezinsizwa zi6ulalana, 
ngaphansi kwezihlahla zeminga neminqawe, lapho 
kukhula khona imisenge namaqa6unga amakhulu. 
Phansi kwayo kwakulele izinsizwa zawo6ani no6ani. 
Ezinye zikhu6azekile, ezinye zilele unomphela, ezinye 
ziyalela zikhala ngonina noyise emakhaya zithi: 

"Bongitshelela u6a6a nomame ukuthi ngafela la
pha ngilwa, ngilwel'inkosi yami." 

Ezinye zisho okwazo zithi: 
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"Ngafa mina kaSi6ani 6ani, ngingenamuntu wo
kungival' amehlo." 

Ezinye zifa zingazange ziwuvule umlomo zikhulume. 
Imisindo enjengalena uDingiswayo akayizwanga, wathi 
ethuka kwakuvuka ezinyaweni zakhe intombazane 
ingathi iluhlanyana, kayithathi kahle yathi: 

"Thela, sesikufumene." 
Wathi qalaqala wahleka uDingiswayo etheliswa 

umuntu wesifazane kodwa kwavuka idlanzi lezinsi
zwa zekhetho phakathi kwazo kwaqhamuka uZwide 
wathi : 

"Wawazi Dingiswayo ukuthi uyozithela phezu 
kwaini ngendlela enjena na? Thela ! " 

Waqalaza a6alandeli 6akhe wa6afumanisa 6e6ane 
kuphela, wathi ku6o : " Masingalwi, masivume nje 
senze lokho a6athi asikwenze." 

Ealandela impi yakwaNdwandwe 6aye 6afika eDlo
vunga eduze kweMfolozi emnyama, 6afika 6angeniswa 
6ahlaliswa njengezi6oshwa. 

Emuva impi yakwaMthethwa yachithwa yahlaka
zeka nezinta6a, nalapho se6eyi6uza inkosi kwafu
maniseka ukuthi kayaziwa muntu. 

Lapha eDlovunga uDingiswayo wahlala njengenkosi 
izinsukwama kwasekukungena icala lakhe. Wa6i
zwa ukuya esigcawini kodwa yena akayanga kwaya 
uVukani wayomphendulela ngenda6a yokuthi yini 
athi kuZwide akakhiphe uMalusi. 

Ukunqa6a kwakhe kwathukuthelisa lonke i6andla 
lakhala lonke lathi : 

" Makalethwe lapha sim6one, aziphendulele yena 
luqo6o." 

"Qha6o inkosi kayizange ithethiswe icala njengo
muntukazana," kusho uVukani noMlangeni. 

"Hambani nina Siqongo na6anye nimlande. Uphi 
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uMaguduza? Yena akangahambi akasale lapha," 
kusho uZwide. 

Nempela 6ahamba 6athi ukuqhamuka uVukani 
wam6ona uSiqongo waphuma wathi : 

"Nangu lomthakashana, yifa nami ngife khona 
lapha kunoku6a ungasondela enkosini." Washo nja
lo esukwa iqungo wamsukela. Wathi ethi uyamthatha 
wavika uSiqongo, 6athi damu, a6anye ngo6a 6ase6e
fikile, oDingiswayo noMlangeni nenye induna. Wathi 
ethi uvikile uSiqongo evike u Vukani, wamthatha 
uDingiswayo washo wathi: 

" Mayife inja. Lala khona lapho ulandele uMawewe." 
Akaliqedanga lelozwi, wahlala umkhonto esiphangeni 

wangena waphukela phakathi, wawa khona lapho 
uDingiswayo. Wathi uku6ona lokhu watshinga 
phansi izikhali uVukani wagijima wamfukula wathi: 

" Musa mtanenkosi ! Musa Mafavuke njengedwa-
ngu6ane ! " 

Waphendula uDingiswayo umoya usuphela wathi. 
"Uphi uJ evuza?" 
"UJevuza akakho Mthethwa." 
" Uphi, uphi," lapha kwaphela umoya igazi laphuma 

ngamakhala nangomlomo, la6uye lathi nqamu, walinga 
ukukhuluma kodwa u6uso 6akhe se6uguqukile, 
6aphaphatheka, nezinwele za6angwevu, walinga uku
khuluma wathi : 

"Uphi, uphi, u-uNo6ant .... " Wa6uya wanqa
muka umoya. Eaphuthuma a6anye 6ayo6iza uZwide, 
wafika masinyane; kodwa uDingiswayo aka6uyanga 
esakhuluma wam6ona kodwa walinga ukwalula isa
ndla wasi6amba uZwide waguqa naye wamsekela 
njengoVukani wathi kuye: 

" Hhawu mkhwenyana, 6engingakuqondile mina 
lokhu, yingozi Mthethwa, yingozi." 
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Wa6uya _wavul'amehlo uDingiswayo wa6a6uka a6a-
6e~zungezile waphinda wathi : 

Uphi, uphi, uNo6a .... " 
Waphela. : 

hl Eam6eka phansi uZwide uqo6o lwakhe wamval'ame
o, wasukuma wahamba ikhanda libeke phansi. 
Eamenzela konke okusemandleo1· o6ukh . n· . k 0Sl U mg1-

~~ayo, . o_dwa a6amphindelisanga ekhaya ku6o ngo6a 
1z1zwe zaz1saxa6ene. 

UNo6antwana noJevuza 6a6akhona emngcwa6eni 
kaDingiswayo. 

ISAHLUKO XI 

EMVENI komngcwa6o uVukani waphuthuma ukuyo-
6ikela uShaka kwelakwa Zulu ngakho konke okuvelele 
izwe lakwaMthethwa. Wafika kwaZulu wafumanisa 
izinto eziyisimanga ngesikhathi esufushame-nje. We
zwa kuthiwa uShaka wafika wa6ajuqajuqa rogomkho
nto uMudli na6anye 6ezinduna zikayise, wa6ulala 
noSigujana nonina uBimbi washiya a6afowa6o Bezinye 
izindlu, oDingana, noMpande, na6anye. WaBona 
umuzi omkhulu owakhiwe6usha. 

Wanele wakuzwa lokhu uShaka wathumela ezi
zweni zonke ezasezahluliwe nguDingiswayo njenga
maHlu6i na6o a6akwaMthethwa noZulu. UShaka 
wayazi ukuthi uZwide uphethe amaqhawe akanaku-
nqoBa kalula. 

UZwide naye wezwa ngemimoya ukuthi uShaka 
uzokumhlasela ngenxa yesenzo sakhe soku6ulala uDi
ngiswayo. Ngakhoke wayiqoqa iropi yakhe isuka 
kwaNongoma yaqonda eMagudu yehla yaya eMahla
Bathini lapho kwakwakhe khona uZulu. UkuBa a6one 
lokhu uShaka, waya ngokuhlehla njalo sengathi uya
Baleka khona uNdwandwe ezozithela phakathi kwempi 
yakhe. Wayazi uShaka futhi ukuthi a6akwaN dwandwe 
a6aziqhu6i izinkomo zoku6ulawa zidliwe impi, 6athwa-
la kuphela ama6ele. 

Kwathi impi yakwaNdandwe isingene phakathi 
eMahla6athini, wayiphendukela uZulu kanye noMthe
thwa, kwaBa u6ubixibixi. UShaka wanela wayi
qhatha roaqede wakhwela phezu kwegquma, iKhomo, 
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wayi6ukela .. _Yadumelana lapho kwan am .. 
hla, kwathi mgani indawo .6,. , q uka 1zihla-
duleka yagcwala uthuli ~ ig~;;'el utshani, yabu-
ophethe imikhonto ngamithath~ekh o kwa6~kwaZulu 
nke 6aphethe izinqindi zok ' ona ezoc16a. Eo
nto mun . ugwaz amahlanze nomkho-

. ye wokuthukanJe umuntw' .6il 
lana 16ambene izinsuku ezimbil" k ec1 e. Yadume-

h 
. 1 • wa vela ngalelol 

amaq awe an1eng0Mvundlana k M . anga 
Eiyela: ' a enz1wa wakwa-

" UN_donga zeLangwe, 
Ngioe tz:gisazi5ize, ziyesaoela. 
:ancitshw'isho.ia nguDlungwana woM.iele!Jele 

aze waya watiphiwa nguM · ' nyameni." acingwana waseNgo-

K wa6a lukhuni USh k 
uku6a liqond'eDlo~nga k~:N;atsi:la elinye. i6utho 
uZwide. Ukuze lin axwa wan_ we, kuze h6ambe 
elalihamba noSomv!li . dywda, walitshela i6utho lelo 

N 6 
m o ana kaDini:ris k 

o antwana, ukuthi kothi la h . o· wayo U-

nga lihaye ingoma yakwaNdw p; selisondela eDlovu
Nempela 6athi 6ethi memf an we yama6utho. 

ingoma. AmaNd d u ngaseDlovunga 6ayiqala 

hi 
. wan we a6ona ukuthi h uZ 

uc th1we, kwaseku6a n uku h . q a, ulu 
sesihla6a imikhosi yokut Jd umadkwes1faz~e njalo, 

N al kh · · · u wan we enqo6ile 
. g o o 1Z1th1 zaze zasondela m d . . . 

nJeyaya-yek'uZulu kaMdlamfe! t °s uze6 6Kuthi sez1-
E~~wa sekush'omunye nje ethi. · ase e akhwelele. 

Ngadla ! " 
Eathi 6ethi qa6 k ki . u,. u u k1za kwaphenduka 6 

m~r~maye. Zasho ezmye izinsizwa zathi. u u-
aye ngenkomo ka6a6o 1" · 

Wanela wakuzwa lokhu . Z "d u WI e waphuma endlini 
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wathi qalaqala wafohla uthango wa6aleka na6ayingco
sanyana. UZulu wasa waco6oshisa lapha eDlovunga. 

uSomveli e6ona lokhu ku6ulawa kwa6antu 6akwa
Ndwandwe nguShaka; e6ona futhi indlela ayiphethe 
ngayo impi nokuthi imlalela kanjani, wa6aleka, wame
sa6a uShaka ngo6a wa6ona ukuthi uma kuqhu6a 
kanjena, yena akakho ndawo. 

Kwamhla6a, uShaka uku6aleka kukaSomveli, waye-
lokhu ekhala njalo ethi : 

"Hhayi umfowethu, akasa6uyi ngani?" 
Lokhu ku6aleka kukaSomveli kwaveza ithu6a elilula 

kuShaka uku6a kuthi emva kwempi yakwaNdwandwe 
wahlanganisa isizwe sakwaMthethwa nesakwaZulu wa
senza si6aya-sinye, waqala uku6a ahlasele onke ama
khosi anamandla waze wanikwa lezizi6ongo zokuthi : 

'' I sidlukula-dlwedlwe, siyadla, 
Si6eke isihlangu emadolweni." 

Ukukhombisa ukuthi isizwe asi6usayo sivela kwa
Mthethwa, kwaNdwandwe nakwaZulu, wa6eka izi-
nduna ezivela nxazonke. 

Induna yakh' enkulu kwa6a nguNgomane kaMqomboli 
wakwaMthethwa, wa6eka phansi kukaMqomboli, 
uMdlaka kaNcidiozalwa nguLanga kwaNdwandwe. 
Insila yakhe kwa6anguMxhamama kaN tendeka wase
Zi6isini kwaMahlase lowaya weNana6uke. UNgqe
ngelele wakwaEuthelezi wa6a yisena6elo sezinyawo 

zakhe. 
USomveli kaDingiswayo njengo6a wayemthanda 

uShaka njengomfowa6o, wazula, wazula waze wa6uya 
eza kwaZulu njengomfokazana ozokhonza, waftka 
wazi6iza ngokuthi unguMbopha. Wahlala wezwa 
ihu6o likayise uDingiswayo elithi : 
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'' Lezonkomo zim!Jala muni na? 
Zinomland'omkhulu lezonkomo,'' 

laya ngokuya laphela lakhohleka, kwavuka phezu 
kwalo leli likaShaka : 

" Waqedaqed'izizwe nje, 
Uyakuhlaselaphi na? 
Wahlul' a!Jajo 
W ahlul' izizwe 
Uyakuhlaselaphi na ? 
Hhe I hhe I Eya e-eh ! " 

Walalela, waca6anga, waca6anga. Waca6anga uMbo
pha, akazange akhohlwe. 

PRI!IT&O IN ORF.Ar BRIT.UN BY 
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