
NJE-NEMPELA 

NGU 

B. WALLET VILAKAZI, M. A. (RAND)

DEPARTMENT OF BANTU STUDIES 

WITWATERSRAND UNIVERSITY 

MARIANNHILL MISSION PRESS 



"W o, rnuhle umntwana wornuntu, 
we rnacloda!" 

�JE-�EMPELA 

NGU 

B. WALLET VILAKAZI, M.A. (RAND)

DEPARTMENT OF BANTU STUDIES 

WITWATERSRAND ... UNIVERSITY 

,,,, 

MARIANNHILL MISSION PRESS 

' 



9Jo7'/ 

1944 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

PRlNTED AT MARI.A!NNHILL MISSION PRESS, 
MAJHANNHILL, NAT AL. 

86-29/7/44 

"We sympathise in th� great moments of 

history, in the great discov,eries, the great 

resistances, the great posterities of men; 

because there law was found, and the blow 

was struck f o r  u s , as we ourselves in that 

place wo�ld hav,e done or applauded." 

EMERSON in his "ESSAY on HISTORY" . 
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Kulencwadi ngibala-. . ind.aBa · yothando ·: lwensizwa. 
nentornbi. Ukuyibala · kwami ngiyilurnbainisa .nod.a.Ba 
olukhulu. lwernpi kaBarnbatba kaMancinza. ·Arnag.arna 
enq�aBa' ·y:a&aritu engikl:mluma nga.Bo lap ha n.ghvasu�a 
enhlok,o-hje ngoBa :ngawo ngifuna u1mhfoBisa indaBa 
yami. OkaMancinza :ng'irnBeke kiulendaba' ngoBa_ 'ezi..: 
nsukwini zanamuhla siyakholhwa yilaBo aBafa ·,Be:fola 
urnq-ondo ong,enakurnbuhiTwa muntu uina tllfoa.'. ·'fiabali 
a6arnny·ama · ·.-sing a wumisi pharnbi · · kwe21ihye; izizwe, 
�bona kuyothi noma sesafa· kuthiw,e sasizalwa -'ngarna.1 qhaw�. · ·· · · · · · 

- . . • � . t. 

Amaqhawe -kwelernpuc,u-ko asikaBinawo: linye, .m:_i.� 
Bili, rnathathu, kodwa uk)uhlaBana kwawo Jrnyize urna 
uwa:ba·nga,:t1isa nokuhluphe.�a kwe,rringi lezin.sizwa:,. ezi-: 

njengoMvun·dianfl. · kaMenziwa_; ol\1:anktilum,an� ;;'oSha-'. 
ka.. N·asemfazaneni ·sa:kithi akukho nay·edwa e;;inga:m.­
Beika ,ecaleni kwawoBibi kaNdle-1.a; oMnkaBayi kaJ·a:tn:a: 
nawoM()IIla�_e. · I,nto. eYenza lokhu yiingoBa sikhula 
singa21i u.ku•thi. Bakhona aBasandulele kwaZulu, .aBazi­
:rnilo z:aB,6 · zingenarnc.othu phakathi kwesizwe :r:iasezi­
ndl'ini zawoyisemkhulu. Si6a6'uik::\-.. B,epheth� irnikhonto·
narnahawu, orname Bebince izidwa·Ba·siBaf.ele ngamathe 
ngo_Ba sithi ayikho into_ �BaBeyazi.

Lencwadi ng•iyiba'lela wornke umuntu wakwaZulu
nalaBo aBa<l.aBuka kwaZulu BakwaMzilikazi, naBaBa-­
lekela eSwazfai nakwaSoshangane, naphansi kwaBaca. 
Ngiyibale ngiBaBu-ka Bonke nanxa ngazi ukuthi rnhla­
�urnbe nezinga1ne zethu ziyokuyifunda es·ikoJ.eni nge­
tnye i!anga; kodwa nxa ngithatha usiBa ngibala phambi

wam1 kuhla'la isizwe esirnnyarna, hhayi aBantwana
�go_Ba ngizimisele ukubalela a.Bantu aBaqonde ukwakha 1nkmga yezincwad-i zesiZulu (Zulu Literature). Lenki-
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nga ayakhiwa ngeziincwadi zesi�ole �go Ba. umqo�d?
wezincwadi zesikole uhlambuluk1le u_l�ngamselwe 1z1-
nga,ne ezincane zona ezidlala ng0Ch�k1Jana umphephe­
thi wezinduku za6afo; zithi lapho z1xo_xelwa ngoShaka
zi6one lmye isidlwangudlwangu esas1mele uku6ulala
a6a,ntu kuphela. Kanti umf.o wa_soSuthu u�ofol_o aka­
bali kanjalo. Ubala ngoShaka �Jengo6a -eymkos1. e6usa
isiz-we, nezizwe, nezizwana ez,inamad,oda an�m1qo�do
njengathi, mhlawumbe ngaphezu k:vvetbQ th1na es·1fu-
ndisiwe. 
· Ngalamazwi ngiyayiBeka lencwadi e6andla,. lapho
ipheth·e khona ukuja6ula n?kuhlupheka, ng1kubala
njengo6a ngikuzwa noma ng1ku6ona. 

Izind,a�,o zonke eziphathwa kulencwadi ngike ngazi:
Bona ngawami amehlo, nama�xiwa emizi, namahlath1
okwakucasbwa kuwona seng1ke ngada6ula kuwona
ngihambe ngifu.na ulwazi lwakwaZulu. Ngake ngalala
izinsukw,ana kwelakwaZondi elali6uswa m;1fo ka¥3:­
ncinza uBambatha, nga6ona namanxiwa kay1se uManc1-
nza. 

· Izi6ongo ezinye ngizakhele z,ona ngazipha 13,maq�aw_e
engiwa6u1ungele inda6a yami, �odwa e�ama�hos1 az1-
w:ayo ngiz,irtikeziwe ekuhambem kwam1. Ez1kaMafu­
kuzela ngfaakhele.

Johannesburg, 
January 18th, 1943. 

Yimina wakwenu, 
B. w. Vilakazi.
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Laliyoshona ilanga. Intshonalanga i6omV'U njenge­
gaz:i 'lapho UMALAMBULE ehamba ezijukujelela 
izinyoni, wam6ona UNOMCE.60 emi ngasekukhanyeni 
kwelanga. UNomce6o wayesethunz,ini ngo6a ilanga 
Ialimxhopba emehlw,en,i uMalambule; kodw& ngesimo 
sakhe waBona uMalambule ukuthi laphaya kumi 
in tom bi. lgama layo kwakungu6ani? W ay,engayazi: 
Njeng.o6a uNomce6o wayemi nelanga eli6omvu, enga- · 
Bonakali kahle, uMalambule naye wema. way.i6uka 
Ientombazana kwa6a sengathi ikhona into kuyona 
emkhumbuza umlilo o6omvu u6a-swe eziko, a6antu 
Bebleli Bewotha. 

W-azenza ongayinakile intombazana, waqbru6eka
ezishayela izinyoni zakhe; kodwa kwathi lap ho ese­
hambile i6angana wavusa ungceda .wathi uyamphonsa 
wagwija w,abeka phezul:u, walandelisa ngesesi6ili isagila 
naso saphaphalaza, ungceda warphuma phansi kwaso 

. watshuza waye wahl,afa phezu kwesiduli, w,acu,la. 
Lento yamthu.:k1uthelisa uMwlambule wag,ijima w,ac,osha 
izagila zakhe, wathi uy,athathe_la, ; ungceda wandjza 
waye watsh9.6ela emhosheni. WaplJ.·,mduka uMalambule
wakhumbula ,ukuthi ikho,na · intombi e6imi okhalwenii 
ibekene nezihl,amvu .e6-omvu y,elanga . .'w aqalaza, wayi­
Bon� imi- njepgesithombe, ibay,i layo lishaywa ngumoya 
lipbonseka ngala nangalapha, Ia6ukeka sengathi ama­
Iamga6i omlilo ebebetheka, othatheni . Lentombazana 
Yaletha umiHp e6ucho-sheni BuJrnMalarnbule . wezwa 
engenelwa yi�md,i, wacinana. , ·. 

. UMal'ambule wayekade ehamba lonke ilanga nganga.a. 
Y1zolo ephuma emseBenzini lapho wayekade eyo6amba 
itoho. Manje wayekade e-Iel'e emzaneni ,awazfyo ·lapho 
a6antu 6aku6o 6ej,wayele ukulala, khona ngaseDUMBE. 
DMalambu-le wayeqhamuka ng,aseBa:batini.kade ehamb� 
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odrukade:ni lwamathantala ezwe langaseSwazini lapho 
· umoya oqhamuka entshonalanga ushisa kwale noku6a
uhambe, nelanga !ala no�u6a u:r;iyathele phansi ehlo6o. 
Nanamuhl.a wayesekhathele' k-odwa __ wayelula amadolo. 
Wayethi uya ngasemmfuleni eyogeza nomzimba, waye­
se6ona lentombi. Nayo kwa6a sengathi ize ngasemmfu­
leni. Wayi6uka e_sa6a sengathi nga6e nayo iyam6uka
kodwa wa6ona ukuthi kayim6on:i nempela. Kwathi 
lapho: isondela wezwa uts-hani 6ufoh'l-oka ph'ansi kwe­
ziinyawo zayo nezigi kwa6a sengathi ezendoda. Wazi­
qiniisa uMalambule kodwa wezwa isithunzii sentombaza­
na simsinda, inhHziyo · yakhe yamtshela ukuthi lento- ·
mhazana ,ezayo iyimpilo uqo6o lwayo, iMpilo, ehamba 
ngemilenz·e emi6ili, ephefumufay,o, enyakaza phezu 
ko6us-o 6omhlao.a; iguqula e,nga-kuguqula uma ithuke 
i·hlangan.a nakho. W athi lap ho eqalaz·il - emacaleni 
wamga6cma lutho oluphdilayo ng,aphandle kwentomba.:
zana leyo. · Kude le,. ngasemp•umalanga kwakudla 
izinkomo zalomuzi ,lapho efik,el,e khona. Ngaseningizimu 
kwakudla iziinkomo-mhlawumbe zakru6o ka:lentomba­
zana ezay-o iqonde kuye kepha ihainba .se-:ngathi kayim­
&oni.

Esikhundlenii soku6a ahambe wahlaht· phansi ecaleni
kwend�l,a, yasondela intombazana kuye yafike yathi, 

"Saku6ona", nay,e wathi, "Ngioo:na. wena".-
. Kwaseku6a l1ukhlllhi ukiu6a ng,u6ani ozokhuluma,
kwathu-la kwathi du,·· noMalambule kwangathi naye 
uy·amangala u-ku6a · uth;uHswe yini, nentombazana ya-
6umbeka um1,omo y.athul,a. Kwathi ziBe emqondweni
kaM-h.-1-ambule wa-khumbula ;u-lmthi kcmje '. kul-omhla6a 
kukhoria iiningcwi eqhamu·ka · ngi-sho na-s-emini, ivele
ku6a-ntu kanti' amadlozi a6antu 6aku6o a6angasekho; 
kti,khona a6afuna· uku6a akwenz,e noku6a mhlawumb-e 
ahlaBe. Pho lapha_ eridle, ezweni l,a6-aQulusi y-ena engo­
wasoThukela�nje, amadlozi aku6o angam,velela kanjani 
kude kanga,k.a na? Wa6uy,e waphakamisa ainehlo 
wayi6uka intombazana, wayi6ona imi imlmdile. Wa6uye 
wayi6ukisisa kodwa akay.az·a'Ilga ukuthi ingeyaphi 
ntiku6a-ifana·nonani ku6antu 6aku6o. Nay•o intombazana 
yam6ona· u1kuthi uphazamisekile ,emqondweni• wakhe, 
yaseyikhul1uma ithi: 
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'tN�ithunyw,a ngu6a6a. U6a6a .uthi mangi,ku.6fze 
ungahambi uye kude kulomhla6a ngo6a kukhona izilwa-
ne ezmjenge-zimpisi n.amankentshane." . . . 

Kuthe lapha intombazana ikhuluma wayi6ona wk�thi 
iyakh�f-�-�ela seng�thii in�phika. Kwa6onakala _1,1:kuthi 
kade 1g1J,1ma. · Kythe e,ng,a!kakhul-umi yase yona ·kuqaila
ikhul,uma futhi. , · ; · 

"Nga6·e kufike umf.owethu kuwena kodwa,. sfthe1
sisuka . ekhaya naye ,sathatha ng�Ju6ane ngamshiy�· 
nanguya, awumbeke, akasakwazi nakunyakaza -ukuikha­
thala." 

NempeJ,a uMalambule waguquka wambeka umf�wa6o 
kaNomce6o wamoona edafuzela, eza, -esekhathele. 

"Hhayi, ungakholwa wena, uqamba _amanga uN omce-
60, -ukuma kwakhe, uya·ng,iqinela ngo6a ·emdala kimin-a · 
futhi enamand.Ja kunami. Mfoa futhi 6engisalale,le int� 
e6ishiwo ng,u6aoa ikwathi engakaqedi, yena-uNonice6o 
wayesethatha ngeju6·ane eza kuwe." · 

Wa�leka . uMalambu}e, ,kwa6a 'yinkathi. e6onayo
ukuth1 kamti lentombiazana ey,a-·kulomuz-i lapho efikele 
khona koNkominophondo wakwaNxumalo. Wahleka 
okokuqa-la eziihle,ka y-ena ngo6a u6esethukile ngo,ku6opi 
lelitshitshi elikhuze impisi liza kuye naye esethi ngizo� 
Bonwa yini, ngaze ngawa6eka ama6ili. Okwesii6iH­
�ah_leka �go6a e6ona intombazana esi'khule kangaka 
�saz1phath1sa okomntwana ijaha nomfowaBo omncane 
1za kuye . ingamesa6i njengo.mfo wesilisa, f,1:1thi njengo6a 
uMalaml>ule wayesey,insizwa eng!),kaganwa. Lokhu 
kwaku�ooakafa naku6a1ni ukuthi uMalambule yinsizwa 
�-�kuth1 1;16uya ems�6•enzini--nje uya ekhaya eyozi6onela 
1zmtomb1 zakhe. Naye wa-ze wakhuluma kulentombi. 

"Pho wena ungu6a,ni igama lakho, lokhu u6iukeka ungazi ?·" · . . 
. "-Mina ngiinguNomc-e6o, ig,ama la�-i lelo. Umfowethu Iona ng�Z�zini. Qha min a igama lakho kangi-lazi; ngi­Ya½""'.-am-nJ e ·wena ngamehlo rijerigo6a ngiku6onile ufika emm1 ut�wele imithwalo. Futhi .ngaik-e ngaku6.on,a ngenkath1, udlula uqonde. emse6enzini ng�silungwini ngonyaka ,odlule." . . · . . , . · . 

k" "�Hna,ke_-, 6-enging.akwazi;· ngi6ona qhikiza-nj,e. ,laz,a,
1m1, ngac1she ngaphosisa ngathi,. mta:riethu.".·· _ -�·-,, .;;, 



--12-, 

Ihtonrba.zana;: yaphenduia amehl9 .-yambeka· •yanga-
_hleka· kodwa. y-athi: · · ,- .' !' 

"Kuthiwe masi6uye< n,awe, .·n,omfowethu . n,ang.uya 
egijimas:.eEeyo6uyis·a, ;izinkomo, ilanga .selishpnile.'.': : . 

0'.Nemp:e�a/ ilanga:,lasel,ishonile.. Ji>hezulu amal,a e'.zulu 
ayefi,emvtf-e·func-e:i.eni w.ornhla·Ba, ndawozo_zimbili entsho� 
nalanga :n,.asernpurnalanga. UMalambule � wakhumbula 
emtiva i eBabatihi• lapho · hgwlesisikhathi- imishini ye·zi­
ridunduma: ikhala i6uy,isa' a6ase6enza. ernigodini . yezi­
niayihi, ing-eniisa, ·-aB,ruty-e .futhi • a6azose6:enza. unsukwin�. 
EBabatini lap ho nga,lesisikhathi - aBa·ntu 6ath-eleke em1-
gwaqw�Hi-i Beqond.e · emagogogwenii aB-0- a,6•a1ala kuwo, 
kuse Bevuk,a 6eyose6errza;, eBabatini - 11apho 'a6antu Be­
nga6uswa nk,osi yaluhlanga;',-kuphlela umthetho uwuBona 
Immlurrgu n\alapho ·kuqhamuk-a ,-iphoyisaJ liakhe. Ehhe,' 
um'qondo wakuBona konke lokhu lap ho' kuBomvu ·entsho­
nalang:a, 1:i:ku·hwelela sekuzosondela ku'lethe umnyama.· 
Waguquka waBona'ehamba elandela uNomceBo, kwaBe 
yinkathi amehlo akhe· emBonayo · ukuthi qha, 6eku­
riga6e · akaphosisile khona ethe, "Saku6ona mtane­
thu.''! ·A,kiuyona ing,ane le, ngurnuntu oseqinile. Lapha 
kwaZulu um,h:ntu uze athu·nge isicoco kuthiwa y,ingane, 
nowesifa:iane 'uze ,aqothuke inkehlir '1<:ulokhu -kuthiwa 
yingane. Wayesekhuluma -uMalambule. 
· . "Konje uthe igama: lakho tirtgu'NomceBo·? ":
· · "Ehhe, igama fami ngi•nguNomceB-o. Uku:thi NomceBo
ngaqanjwa .'ngoBa uBaB·a waya esilungwini wayoseBenza
uthe - eBuya wathenga -eziningi izinkorno • watb'.atha
umaine 'kwaBra yhi1kosi'ka:ii yaikhe yesithathu .. • Umame
w'az'ala mi-na1 - nomf.o.wethu- lowaya · uZaz-ini.''
. : ( "Liqondisa uk,uthini igama laikho?" · ' ..
.. ,Yathi intombazarrui., "liqondis.a ukuthi uBa6.a ngumu­

ntm omi kahle, akadingi o:kuyiswa emlonyeni, nokoku­
fihla·•umziinba. Semke siy.adla siz.e si6eke ethala• kwe-
thu.":.- .. r ' , • 

. Nempela. uMalambtJ,ile kwathi .eseBabatini. wa.nge'na 
esi'koleni sok'llfiunda . isipele kiu,sihlwa wezwa · ngelinye 
ilanga:.lmxox:wa kuthiwa umceBo u_qhamu'ka enyakatho 
nasentshonalanga. Naye wayeqhamuka' . enyakatho 
ukuyo-s�Benza,: ·nakhu ,naniuhla eBona uNomce6o · nge-: 
langa lentshonalanga. , : . _ 
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Kusemnandi Bexoxa wezwa izwi lomuntu wesilisa 
lithi: 

· "Hha6o !· ngiz-e ngithume a6antwana-nje sengesa6a
ukuthi ungase welule i6anga kuze kuhwelele ka·nti le­
ndawo imbana.'' Kusho umnumza'Ile uNkominophondo, 
endke nge,siBaya sezinkomo kade ezi6uka ukuthi zi-
6uy,e kahle zonke yrni. 
· "Sisaz•i yini thina -lokhu sesijwayele ela6elungu eli­

nomusi nothu1l1i," ku·sho .uMal,ambule. 
"Ngiyazi phela ngo6a nami ngihlale isikhathi esiningi 

eBabatin1i naseGoli, - nga6uya sengikhohliwe. Kuthe 
ngelinye ilanga nami" ngihamba ngel,ula imilenze nga­
hlangana no6a6angi,6one wemarnba." 

"Hhayi suka6o !" kusho uMalambule. 
"Uthini lo?" kuphendula uNxumalo, ukhuluma njalo 

se6eyahamba· Baqonde ngasend,Iini yesintu enkulu,- pha­
kathi kulokoza umlilo ezliko. Kwathi lapho ephonsa 
amehlo endHni, nakho futhi uMalambule useBona uNo­
mceBo eguq,e ngamadolo efolHe sengathi -ikhona into 
ayimbozayo. Ekhanda way-efake umgazi wo6uhlalu okiuthe lapho Bushaywa ngumlilo naBo Bakhanya umlilo oBomvu ekhanda lentombazama. fieza, Besondela endlini uN:immalo noMalambule. UseqhuBeka umnu-
mzane ekhuluma ethi: 

"Ngathi ngethuka-nj-e yayis•imi phambi kwami, nga­qale ngathi uthi-nj,e, kodwa kwathi lapho igwija phansietsha-nini ng,asola ngathi luthi I uni Iolu olucwila phansi.Ngaphenduka ng.athatha ngesiq,uBu;" 
"Usu6one ngani ukuthi imamba ?" kuBuza uMala­mbule. 
:•Al�uz�thi sengi6al,eka ngizwe kunuka usweJa lwayo ng1th1 ng1sanruke lokho, ngiyezwa isiyangikhuza khonal�pho la ngisuke khona. Okukhombise ukuthi uku6a­DJe angisukanga ngat6e namhla ngilapha.'' Yasho insizwa endala ya·khornba phansi emhla6athini ngendiuku 
fiang.ena endlini' maqede waphuma uNo�ce6o, wa­nyamalalia. . Ng-eaikhathi ephuma, wahamba ngecalaok\yaikuhJeh •kulo uMalambule, kwathi ingani izinguBo

:h.khe ��iq,oqile kodwa ibayi elamenga ehlombe l,am-inta 1d0Io uMalambule, · wezwa umzimba wakhe
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umshiya. Wazi6uza ukuthi kwenziwa yini uku6a le­
ntombaz,ama izwi6ane nenhliziyo yakhe ngalo1luhlo60 
noma ethi uyayizi6a njal,o ku6a khona oku,nye okumpha-
zamisay,o ihla'l,e njalo isenhliz.iyweni yakhe. 

Enga,kaqedi uikuca6anga kionke lok�u ngesikhathi 
esincane.:nje, uNxumalo wayesedla, wathi kuye, "Ukha­
thele mntanami, uya6onakala, kuhle udle uyolala." 

Wamniikeza ukhezo lwa,khe, wadla uMalambule, kwa­
sekufika umfana lo uZazini wamthatha wamyisa ela­
wini lez-ihsizwa, lapho kulala khtma na6ahambi Bendle­
la. Way,ifumanisa imithwalo yakhe i6oshwe nj,engo6a 
inja'lo i-6,ekwe emsamo. Wayithatha umfana wamnika 
isikhwa6ukhwa6u, wendlala uMalambuI.e, wasombulu\a 
ump-isimp1si wakhe, wathi ukuqoshama, u6uthongo 6u­
ngekho. Phandle wezw.a izingane zidlala na6af a,na 
6exoxa izinda6a za6o nj-e:ng-06a izinsizwa zazingekho 
nazo s·elokhu zaya emse6,enzini, ezinye ziyokweshela 
lmd,e. 

Waphuma uMalambul,e way,a phandle. Inyanga ya­
y,isa,nda kuphiuma kodwa isenamathunz.i pha:kathi kwe­
zihlahla. Kwa.Jmshaya umoyama wenya,katho ongema­
khaza kodwa oletha njalio · ufusimba-na olusengathi yi­
ntuthu. Waphuma uMaJlambuiI.e wayiBuka lenyanga� 
phansi kway,o kude empuma,la,nga wa,6ona iziqongo 
zo.6ombo zithe thushu, thushu, thushu, ziphakeme phe­
zulu ezulwini. Phakathi kwazio lmkhona izi1khala o•ku­
ngathi zingama wa. Pha,nsi kwaJezizintaBa kwakugcwe­
le amathunzi kumnyama rlmnga6onakali lutho. Ne­
mp.ela kwakufa,nel,e. Izwe lamaThonga linomriyama, 
ligcwele a Bantu a6aphatha imithii emi6i; kulona kukhona 
imig-ede ehlala imiikhoviu eyathumba o6a6amkhulu, 
yehlula amaqhawe kaZulu ayelwela okaNdaBa. Hhayi 
siyawesaBa amaThonga ! 

Waphendula amehlo wabeka entshonalanga, nakho·­
na wa6ona okuny,e. . Imizi kaNxumalo yonke yayinga­
lapho kodwa njengo6a umqondo wakhe waw:ungekho, 
lmy,o, akayiBonanga. Wa6·ona kude iz,inta6a ezibeke 
eLangwane. Emasho6en,i azo wa6ona imishwe y·emi­
lilo, ivutha sengathi kukhona a6a6a6ula utshani Belu­
ngise-la ukulima, noma a6ashisa amahlungu ezinkomo 
6·elungisela uku6a kune izulu khona kuzpkhµl;:i. uhlaza. 

'I 
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Inhliziyo ya:\{he ·yaqa,la futhi ukuzula_ ikhumbule .?,·�•uth!
korije-eBabatini-ngal,esosiikhathi umuz1 uthe _hleke iz16an11
ziikage,si'ezi:khanyisa umuzi wonke, nokuth1 naye uku6a 
ukhona-nje ·ngaBe esikhundleni sokuBa. ah!ale . e��ya­
meni on:je,ngalo ahlezi kuwo nga6e uhlez,1 ez16amm �1ka­
gesi esixukwini -sez-insizwa eziningi zezizwe ngez1zwe 
zomhlaBa. Wawu16uka. umlilo uya ngokuya-ucima waze 
wa-khumbula u,kuthi ka21i uNomce6o nga6e uphi njengo-
6a nanku unil,Ho usucima-nje. Kungenzeka yini ukuBa 
naye upheshurlwe ngumoya wempumalanga noma we­
nyakatho waye waphonseka eduze kwalomlil..- Wa­
wumkhumbuza ukushona kwelanga lapho eBone uNo­
mce6o eza eqonde kuye, umoya wenyakatho ubebezisa 

, ibayi lakhe, nokuthi lmkhona isithunz,i esithize esilingisa 
esamadlozi kulomntwana. 

Kwaya ngokuya ehlezi phand,le elalele kwa�e kwa�­
sela ukuthi seik•uhlwe kakhulu makayolala, 16anga h­
khulu oway,ezolihamba ngakusasa. Wasukuma maqede 
kwethuka inja eyayiisoseBeni lothango ngasezithumeni, 
yabav-umula, wathi ukuyigema ngesandla, yaqhasha 
yamkhorrkotha ya&uya isimpho.nsa, wa6a,nda ngomphe­
me welawu. Wathi lapho engena ngendlu wezwa izwi 
lomfana limhleka Iithi, 

"Hhay,i musa ukuBaleka, izokuluma, u6e uyathe na­
ngomuso uyaphuma phandle ikulutne." 

Wamangala uMalambule utkuthi kanti lapha 6onke 
aBa,ntu aBaka,lal,i. Wasondela uZazini -ehamba nayo 
inja yaJkwaBo, naye uMalambule waphuma wahleka 
wathi, 

"Ingethu,sile. .6esengoze-la ngenxa yokukhathala." 
Wathi umfana, 

"Nanti ithambo khona uzoyipha ingakuxwayi nango­
muso." Washo emnikeza lelothambo, walithatha uMa­
lambule, wasondela kumfana nenja yathi ukugwavumu­
la wayikhuza umfana ethi, 

"Jikhombise ithambo lelo usondele." 
Netnpela waydkhombisa ithambo yathula, yasond,ela 

kancane; wayeseliphonsa phansi, yalithatha ya6aleka 
nalo. .6angena end,lini, wazelula phansi uMalambule 
walala. U&uthong,o Bamhaqa, wathi zu, emva kwesi­
khashana waqala ukuhonqa. 
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Ekulaleni kwakhe uMalambule waphupha. Kwa6a­
sengathi usendlini lapho ese6enza khona. Esikhundleni 
soku6a ku6ekhona a6anye a6antu alala na6o, kwa'6ase­
ngathi uyedwa. Kwavela iShangane owayengezwani 
nalo lahlala ,ezi,nyaweni zomqengqe wamapulangwe 
owaye.Iala kuwo. Wa6uyathe uyalikhahl-ela iShangane 
lelo langa,khahleleka lathula-nje, ngo6a iz,inyawo zakhe 
zingafinyeleJi kulo. Kwa6uye kwathi zi6-e. Wazi6ona 
sengathi ukhwele enqoleni yezinka6i kodwa zonke 
lezizinka6i uyazazi ngezikayise. Wayi6ona eyifolosi 
lakwa6o uVelenzansi eyayithandwa nguyise kakhulu, 
nenye futhi uNg,iyolalaphi eyayimnyama igqize enqine­
ni. Kwathi lapho ziyofika ezi6'ukweni zawaklaya ama­
nzi. Zithe zipha,kathi, kwa6a sengathi uthi lwesiswebu 
seluphethwe nguye uMalambule, uMezi phezulu. £athe 
6ethuika wawugcwala ummf.ula, weza nama6i6i amanzi 
a6ayingqubungqu6u agcwala ihlimhithwa. Wethuka 
uMalambule, wazikhuza izinka6i ezimemeza ngama&ja­
ma e211shaya ngesiswebu uku6a zid,onse ngokushesha. 
Naye wayizwa inqola phansi kwezinyawo zakhe ihlele­
mba sengathi ipheshulwa ngamailzi, kuthe lapho eseme­
meza ngelokugcina eshayela, wadlukunyezwa ngumuntu 
wathi: "Vuka ! Yini? �• 

Wavuka ko6ukhulu u6uthongo uMalambule. Wa­
vu'ka egedezela um21imba wonke uMalambule, waqalaza 
ezelula izingalo. Wa6uza uZazini wathi, "Yini, 
ukhala-nje?" 

"Qha6o akuilutho, mfana, ngiyaphupha. Hawu wa­
ngisiza B•esengiphupha ngiphakathi kwesikaBadakazi," 
kusho uMalambule. 

"Pho, umuntu nxa ephupha uye akhale yini?" · .Ku-
6uza uZazini. 

"Qha, 6·eng,iphupha ka·6i. £engingakhali 6engime• 
meza, ngi6ona ngizomuka namanzi." 

Wavuka uMalambule wahlala phansi phezu •kocansi 
waci-kica amehlo, wazithi mbo i'kha,nda phakathi kwe­
zingalo zakhe. Umfana wahlala naye wam6uka ngo­
kukhanyana okwakusekhona kungena ngentu,nja yo­
mnyango nj•engo6a phandle kwakukhona nenyanga. 
Wam6,uka naye waze wafikelwa u,6uthongo umfana, 
wozela wala-la. 
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ISAHLUKO JI. 

Wavuika ekuseni uMalambule wezwa umzimba wakhe 
udunge�ile wathi qha kuhle ayowuqa6ula . ngamanzi 
emmfuleni. Nempela wehla wafika wawakhapheza 
amanzi emzimbeni, umzimba wathi qa6u, waikhuphuka. 
Wathi lapho ekhuphukayo umzimba usufud,umala futhi 
kwa6uya ukudang.ala a6ekumphethe. Wahlala. phansi 
etshanini phezu kwesiqundu wahla6a ikhefu. Wathi 
yena uhleli ka,nti uselele. Laze lathi ukuphakama ilanga 
ephezu kwales·osidindi sotshaini ezunywe u6uthongo. 

Kuthe uNomce6o edlula eya emanzini ephethe isigubu 
wam6ona uMalambule ele,le, waf.ike-nje wa:dlula. wabeka 
phansi ngo6a wayethi uthamele-nje ilanga uzo6uye 
avuke. Wafika e'mmfuleni, wakha amanzi wakhuphuka. 
Wadlula kuye wam6ukisisa, wam£ica emlonyeni, ku­
phuma izingwe•Bu, wethtika, wa6eka phansi igo61ongo, 
wasondela wamnya:kazisa kodwa akaphendulanga. 
UNomce6o wethuka waqonda ekhaya wayo6ika kunina 
lokho ·aku6onile. Unina wa6ikela umnumzane wehla 
nempela · uNxumalo wayo6ona ukuthi kwenzenjani. 
Uku£ika kwakhe wa6ona ukuthi- uMalambule uyagula 
ungenwe ugudlulwandle: umkhuhlane owawukade 
uqeda a6antu eduze koPhongolo we.hla waze wafika 
eDumbe nakwaNongoma, kwezwakafa ukuthi naso­
Thukela uye wafika washaya wabuqa nalapho. £am­
thwala uMalambule 6aye Bambeka endlini 6amenzela 
amakha'mbi okuphuzwa nokuhambisa. 

Phakathi ko6usu,ku 6aleyomini yokugula kwakhe 
uMalambule, njeng,o·.Ba wayebekwe ngu,nina ka_Nomce6o 
nenye inkosikazi, 6amuzwa ekhuluma y,edwa okohlanya, 
ebediswa umkhuhlan·e lo owase umngene ekhanda, 
Bamuzwa ehhumuza yedwa, sengathi kukhona akhu­
luma na6o. 

"UkhalHe · umshini weJ osefa,'.' waqala kanj e ukukhu­
luma. £amangala ukuthi uikhuluma, no6a:µi, waqhu6eka. 

"Kodwa kanizwa yini? Okungukuthi namhlanje 
akuyiwa yini emse6enzini? · Niyangehlula nina. Nani­
landela o'6ani kodwa lokhu thina ses!:l,yis.hay.a imbola 
Yada6uka, kwaqhekezeka amatshe. emgodini sasala 



I 

-· is -

thina sinj,engo6a nisi6oha�nje." Wa'.sho maqede wahlekawathi, . ''Hii.!'Yekanint"· :. 
. e,a6u:kana ·aBeslfazane 'omunye wathi, · . ' ' 

�fo�l.e Iomkhu�Iane 1fma usumngene ekhanda ngo6a um.� 6em?emi!l� indalucwatha uzodamuka; nokho ange-sa6rmanJe�" · · ·. · · 
, Omunye ,wathi :· "QHa:, n'jengo6a lonikhuhlane utha­thelwana, ngiyesa6a ngalotnu'ntu." · .. Watni owe,sifazane (.unfoa kaNomce6o): "Uying-ozi kuJ?hela kuJaiBo a6angazange u6aphathe. Noma BekungenJaiJ.o kodwa umntwana wezizwe Io u6e-zokwenziwa njani?" . . . 
"U6uz� , Iowom6uzo-nje, thina a6akithi a6a6egul�ngamhlane a6elungu Beshisa imizi yakithi eTshanini,naseH1o6ane naseNgotshe, sa6enzenjani? . Ingani a6a­ntu se6ehlukene phakathi a6anye Bevuna amaNgisi a6anye Bevuna amaBunu, ngaley·ompi yamaBunu, o�omce'6o la6a Bengamantombazanyana, sa6aleka sa­sh1ya ;o�ogo_ 6�g•?Zo6ele ,�maxhi6eni? Sasinganquma-nga ym1 ez1swm1 ,za6o? Ku6uza owesifazane "Ehhe, ngiyavuma, wena kaSonkomose," kush� uninakaNomce6o. . , · "'�Jma u-y·uma pho singalokhu sikhathazwa ngumuntuwe,�1zwe ·s.mgetho1e lutho :ngaye?" · 
.. Ang�z1, kaSonkomose," kusho unina kaNomcefio. · ' KonJe khona nxa simshiyile :singajeziswa ngu6aningaphandle komnumzane ?" 
>\kakho- ongasij,ezisa. Kodwa pho a6adala 6a6e­qond1sani -;1xa Bethi ku6antw.ana, !UKUHLWA KUYO�UQOQA, 6a6uye -6.athi 'UNYAWO KALUNAMPU­MUI,,O_?' Ngiyesa6a." Washo maqede wasukuma wa­y,omthrnta uMalambule nj�ng,o6a wa:6ukeka sengathiuthanda ukuguqulwa ocansini. Wathi lapho emthinta "Ya�u.6ula ngenxa yo6uhlungu, kodwa isand.la sakh� se_s1faza·�1�, so6umame same:i:iza uku6a Japho emthinta, ezwele 1s1he · aguqule amehlo ambeke, wayesethi uMa­Jambule, 
"Nguwena kanti mame?" "Y e160,. mtanami, yimina." · "Ehhe, Bengith�,. uNozitimela kanti uwena/'

I 

I 

I 

I 
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Leliga•�a IikaNoz.itimela a!Jcalazanga unina kaNo­
mc,e6o njengo,6a wayeqala nokiulizwa. Kuyena kwa6a­
sengathi omunye we·zintomhi zikaMalambul,e eziseBa­
batini; 1k,qdwa wamgaqonda ukuthi ph•o yena uku6a 
am6izie ng,okuthi "mame" -nje ukuthathaphi Iokho. 
Kuthe kunjalo wakhu.Iuma okaSonkomose. 

. "Konje uthe . Iomuntu uqhamulka lapho . ku_mbiwa 
khona imaH?" 

"Ye6o uqhamuka khona." 
"ONozitimela Ia6a yizona zintombi zakhona-unga­

thini na Sonkomose, funa uvuke ngiku6one uhamba 
ngalez,i." W asho okaSonkomose esukuma ethintitha 
isidwa6a sakhe ekhomba ezinyaweni. Wasondela wa­
zo6o,na ukuthi ug,µquke walala kanja:ni. Ukusondela 
kwakhe noMalambu'le wavula am,ehlo wa6uye wa6uka 
ngaseku1khanyeni wathi: 

"Mame, izinkomo zika6a6a sezi6uyile? Ngifuna uku­
yosenga, ngivus,eni, ng,iyayizwa inkomazi yakwethu 
ikhalima, nans,iya y�hl,ela emmfuleni." Washo ekhomba 
odongeni lapho ilarnga lishaya khona njengo6a kwase­
kusemini,, washo wahleka, wa6uye waphendula amehlo 
wa6uka unina kaN omce6o, wathi: 

"Ningifaliseleni lapha? Qha6o kang(guli. Ikhona 
insizwa ·eyake yagula ingan�mi-nje?" 

Waphendula oka$onkomose wathi:, 
"N anso phela." 
Wahleka uMalambule wathi,. 
"Sizo6ona phela,, ngizovuka." Washo njalo maqetle· 

wasitshinga laphaya isiphuku owayembeswe ;ng�so, 
wasuka wahla'la ng�zJnqe, wa6ambeleJa odongeni, ,wa­
guqa ngamadolo, wasukuma wathi,. phuhla. Uthe esathi 
umi, wathi khin,indi washayeka ngamadoJ.o wawa pha­
nsi. Waphuthum3i unina kaNomce6o wamcosha �am6e-
ka .ocansini wamlalisa. Wathi okaSonkomose: 

;,Yeka imihlola, .r�gifunga u6a6a. Unga6e ump�ethe 
kahle owakulelizwe umkhuhlane ukuBa angase avuke, 
ame, azil;lambele?" · · · -� , , , . . . . · Angena ezind.Ie6eni zikaMala'mbule Iawamazwi, kwa­
Bangathi ingqondo y�khe iya6uya. Amehlo akhe 
agcwala iziny,embezi, kwamnyama, wanga6ona lutho. 
Wakhala njengomntwana ezingalweni z-ikanina� , Aku-
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Bange njengomntwana, yena okhala nangezwi ambo­
ngoze k-odwa ,kweh.Ja imvula yezinyemoezi zaconsela
0C8:IlSlfii. .• , · . I , • ,, 

. •NokaSonkomose naye waku6uka lo'khu, kwamma-nga­hsa uku6a umun�u ·omdala kanga:ka futhi engowesilisa uku6� akha,'le nJ·engomrttwanyana. 
.U:una kaN:omce6o emva koku6a am6eke phansi oca­

nsm1 waphendukela kumnakwa6o wathi · "Kuyiqiniso uku6a ngempela unyaw� 1kalunampu-mulo." 
"Ukusho ngani lo,kho?" 
"��ikusho ngo6a, umuntu omda,la kangaka, futhiwes1hsa, wake •wam6ona ekhala?" 
"Qha mina angizange ngim6one,. ngiyamangala" kusho okaSonkomose, . ' 
'.'Uma pho ku'khala amadoda ekuhambeni, Iaphoon!�a �engekh? khona, thin a Besifazane singenzenj ani?"

1 
. _Thm� 6es1fazane siya6azi u6uhlungu, ngakhokekas1k�a;l! kalula �oma sigula. KawuBoni kodwa wenaukuth1 y,1gwala leh al_i�ange li6u6one uBuhlungu? Kawu­

Bon�nga _nasekusem ukuthi ngesikhathi simthatha ·emz1mbem w;tkhe lapha Bekungekho namcothu wendu­ku.}apho wasba��a khona owa6o Bengcweka ?"�hlawum�e, kusho nina kaNomceBo. "Kodwa kang1vumelam nawe lapho uthi •umuntu ukhaliswa ku­ph_ela u·B·uhlungu 60,kugula noma yingen:;irn yoku6a ey1gwala. Akuyena umu?tu wokuqala wesilisa esengike
nga1:1Bona _ekha-Ia Io. Mma ngazalwa nezinsizwa. Enye
nxa 1casu½1Ie uma umuntu ekhuluma amazwi ano6uswa­
na kuyo, 1kha�e iziBu!ale izivalele elawini; enye uBone
ngakho. �kuth1, wosh1, konakele sekuzoliwa kuthathe­Iwane 1zmduku ngokuBa uBone izinyembezi kuqala Omunye ngenxa yenhliziyo eBuhlungu uyakhala." ·.

" ·Pho,_ uca6anga ukuthi ungizwile inina into engiyi-khulum1le ngaye?" 
Esikhundleni so�u6a amphendul,e into ayi6uzayo wa­sUJke waphuma unma kaNomce6o, waya phandle w·a-memeza wathi: · · ' 
"We Nomce6o, we Nomce6o !" 
Wasa6ela uNomce6o wathi 
"Mar' ' 
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i·Uthe ,e-semi unh-ia eli�de uNomce6o uku6a afike, kwa­
sekuqhamuika okaSonkomose ephuma endUni wa:thi c .. · 
- ' 

1 'Ngiyesaoa. . ukuhfafa ,ngedwa . :1al;omuntu. . · F�na.
agcwane,ke ngingedwa: 6esenge.nzenJam? . Futh1 _ng1y3:­
sola kubhi lap·ho·,engi6uka ngi6enesazelo sengath1 ung1-
zw11Je··ngesikhathi ngithi uyigwala. Kuhle kuhlale _ w�na,
mina ngizoyakolungisa ukudla �omnumzane, nath1 s1d,�e.
seku,sondele-faikhathi soku6a naye· a6uye e6andla nJe-
ngo6a 6e6iziwe enkosini." 

"Hhayi kulungile, hamba uyolung1sa ukudla lokho
usil,ethele nathi. Ukhumbule ukuthi lomuntu ogulayo
yena ungamlung-isela amasi, angavutshiwe njengo6a lo­
mkhuhlane uyalana nento elukhuni." , Nempela waha­
mba okaSonlrnmose wathi ethi sululu kwakufika: uNo-
mce6o. · • 

h" 
"Sengiifik,i,le mame," kusho uNomce6o. "Kade �git 1 

:p.gisusa ukhufa laphaya ezin_ta1;1gen! 2,:��ho . esrz1phu­
mile. Lemvula e6in:;i. ngesonto ehdluhle 1hlum1se ukhula
olurkhulu kaBi,' selu.ngangawe." Washo ehleka. 

W ayesethi unina : . 
'"Beka lapha, uzo:kuya laphaya elawini ubeke lomuntu 

ogulayo. Ungesa16i ngo�a ngeke akwenze_ lutho
_. 

Um6�: 
nile ekuseni sengathi ingqondo yakhe kay1thath1 kahle. 

Wathi umntwana : 
"N giyesa16a, okaSonk�mose yen a uBale'kele�i?" 
"Ngisho :hjalo; kuphelile yenza lokho eng'1kutshela 

khona .. " Wathula umntwana nonina wafulathela. 
Wange·na endlin,i uNomceBo, inhliziyo yakhe ishayela 

phezulu ukwethuika nokwe-sa'6a. · VI.: ange�a �ahlala 
ngasemnyango kodwa wangalenza '1thunz1 nJengoBa 
ilanga laselithambeme.. �gulayo :iaye wayelele_ enga­
nya.kazi, eBukeka sengath1 uikhathele. Kwath1 emva 
kwesikhathi · wadonsa . isikhwehlela, walula umlenze, 
wanyaJciza, kwa•Base,ngathi ikh?na in_to e1:1vusayo. 
Kwa6angathi uthola amandla ath1Ie emz1mbem wakh:. 

Njengo6a ·nanga laselithambeme ,imise6e ya�-o yay�­
finye-lela endliini lapho, ihla6a ichusha phakath1 kwez1-
ntingo zothang.o lwesiBaya, iletha amathunzana ama­
ncane. endli,ni, kodwa njalo lali6onakala U6,omvu. Nge­
mise6e. yalelilanga uNomce6o wa6ona :ems�mo �e�dl� 
izinduku ezidiyiweyo za6afowa6o, namaw1sa. ayizmd1-
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linga eilenga odongerti. Wa6uka no6uhlalu 6a6afowa,6o 
a·6a6uthola 6uve,la ezintombini za6o. .Ba6ulenga o6unye 
6ukhanya . 1,1hlaza, o6unye 6ukhanya umgazi. Enhli­
ziyweni yakhe wakhohlwa .'isiguli endlini wakhumbula 
ukuthi konje lapho oPhongolo naseDumbe ,kukho·pa iz.i­
nsizwa ez,imeshelayo nokuthi uma engakhetha enye yazo 
nayo iyobeka uku6a aye;n.zele t.J6uhlalu o6unjeya. Lo­
mca6ango wezwa umcasula enhliziyweni, w�thi ·esalwa 
na wo wezwa izwi lithi, 

"Hawu ilanga seliyoshona fu.thi.". 
Wethuika uNomce6o wathi, 
"Ehhe seliyoshona.'.' 
"N ozitimela, sondela mntaka6a6a, ungiphuzise ama­

nzi kade ngihamba, sengize· ngoma amankanka." Washo 
elula isandla. 

UNomcefio wezwa leligama likadadewa6o kaMalam­
bule, ·uN'ozitimela walithanda ngo6a waqonda kahle 
ukuthi uMalambule ucafianga ukuthi usefike ekhaya 
ukhuluma ·na6aku6o. 
Wasukuma uNomce6o waya ngasemsa·mo lapho isigubu 

soselwa ·sasiphethe kh6na amanzi wasithatha wachatha­
zela kwesinye esincane wawa6-eka amanzi eduze kuka­
Malambwle waqheluka wa:6uyela endaweni yakhe lapho 
flayehleli khona. Wawathatha anianzi . uMalambule 
7awaphuza. Wavula amehk> wa6uye wayi6ukisisa 

P,ndawo alele kuyo, wathula. 
�J Kwezwakala phandle izigi zo:rp.�ntu ·eza, 'zaya zaso­
rdela, wangena ; kanti unina k3:N omce6o uletha ukudla. 
Nafik� warku6e.ka phansi w�thi: . .. . 
. "Phangisa umuphe ngo6a mina ng,isa•sheshisela uyihlo. 

Nakhu 6aphuma e6andla zikhona izinda6a ezinkulu 
a6akade 6ezitshelwa khona. Uselambe. kakhulu." , 

"Kulungirle," sekusho uNomce6-o wakuthatha ukudla. 
Ngaphambi kwalokho waphuma pha:ndle wayothatha 
izuikuni nezi16i. Ekuphumeni- kwakhe wahlangfl,na no­
mfowa,6-o ·uzazfoi es�valele i .zinkomo ezo6ona udade-
wa6,o. . ., · ·  , · · . . , "Kwalu.nga," seku:sho uNomce6o,. "hamba uyongokhe­
Iela timlilo laphaya kwamamomkhulu kwaSonkomose, 
usheshe ,phela ZazinL" i : ,. j • , • , 
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. Akap-hendulanga . ·_uzazini; , Waphe�duk� · wa�ljima 

waye w•ang�na ,kwanmomkhulu,i wath_1 _nya; wath� -�Ya_,waphuma nesikhuni -esivuthll:yo, eseza �hamqa e&:1J1l'n.a.
"Nasike, Nomce6o. Woz� umatne uth� mang1,zoku­

h}alisa :fig,oB:a ·mhlawumbe funa we·s11'6e, rtJengo6a yena
usaxinyekHe," kusho uZazi;ni. . . · ·:. ·:. . . . · :· 

"W·oza khona wena uzof1ka u8ase' umhl�, 1z161 �eng1-
ziqoqile nezin.ikuni n'gaziletha. Ngesikhath1 wena, u6as3: 
umlilo mina ngizo,Be ngipha uku�la �Malamb,ule ngo6a 

uya:gula. · U6usuzwile ukuthi ·uyaguia na ?·'·' · 
''Ingani' ngi6a:6onile omame 6ehamba 6eyomt?wala 

ekuseni: Futhi seng,izwile ukuthi u6onwe Il;fuwena lapho 
e6eselele khona esephelelwe ngamandla. Kusho uZa-
zini. -

"Kodwa uku6a kang-im6onanga · nga6e ugcine ngo-
kwenzenjani•?·" · W.asho wahleka. 

NoZaz'ini wahleka, Waqhu6eka noku6asa uml_1lo, 
wathi Iapho usilwokhelekile, uNotnce6o wathatha ud1wo 
oluphethe amas,i angavutshiwe walusondeza eduz� ko-
cansi IukaM.a1lambule wathi: · , · . ·,, 

"Vuka nakhu u,kudla kwakho, sekulung1le. 
Wany�kaza uM.alambule wathi: . _: . "Hawu, sengilambe ka6i. . Noma s_eng1f1_ke e��aya 

ningilambise. ka.ngaka,, · s�ngathi �.giseuzwem N�z1tirqe-
la? Hawu nikwenzelam lokhu? . . 

W.ahl,eka uNomcefio wa .6uka uZazini naye ka�ti uy1-
zwile into, ekhu1Junywa nguMalambule wayesetht, · 

' "U6ani uNozitimela?" 
Ukud'la wakrnsondez� uNomce6o wamnikez3: ukhezo 

loku6a adle kodwa isandla ·silkaMalambule sas16uthaka 

siqhaqhazel� singenamandila kwafuneka uku6a '\IN o: 
mc•e6o amfunze. · Waqala wesa 16a uNomce6o kwath1 
lap ho uZaz.ini · e6ona lokhu wasondela waluthatha 

ukhezo esandleni sika dadewa6o wamfunza yena ngo­
kwakhe uM.alambule. 

Kuthe uku6a adle maqede uMalambule wavuka nge: 
mpela e-Buthongweni, o6a6umco6iile, waqalaza futh1 
Yonke indlu sengathi uyamangala, waye·sekhuluma. 

"Uwena lo Zazini? Hawu Bengithi ngisekhaya kuya 

karijani uku6a ,ngilapha futhi?" 
Wathi u.Zazini, 
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"Kawuham·banga �kuseni ngo6a usuke wangenwa umkhuhl�n.e wakulahsa ·phansi kodwa kade ukhuluma

sonke les1s1khathi." ".6engiikhuluma no.fiani " ".6 . 
6. ewuk�u_luma-nj,e, wedwa kwesinye isikhathi u6uyeu 1ze uNoz1timela." "fiengi6-iza uNozitimela ?" 

k l"Thina kasishongo lutho n'go6a leligama kasilaziu o.mhla6a.". . · · 
"Ningalazi_ ½anjani igama lom�ntu eningazange �-im-6?ne. . UN-oz1timela kade ngamgcina. UNozitimela loy;m_kosazan1;1, ka6a:6a, sonke esiyi�ungayo okuthi nxas�s1phathe 1gama Jayo sonke funa· sithimule nez-indukuzmgathathwa,''. washo wathula uMalambul;. Eduze k-omhlo wayethule naye uNomce6o sengathiuyo_zela elokhu echwa6aza umlilo ewuvusa. Kodwa �aze "'.afuna u'ku6a naye• �phendule kulenda6a ekade1x�xwa , kod_wa ngaphamb1 koku6a aphendu.Je wezwaunma esem6iza phandle, wasa6ela, waphuma.. 

k Ud Mala_mbul_e wayekade engam6oni sonke lesisikhathio wa kwath1 lapho esephumile wathi · "Zazini." , · · 
�asa5ela uZazini w�t�i, "Ye6o.''· .. Udadewenu ngempela · lo noma uzalwa kwenye·mdlu?" · ' 
Wathi uZazini"Ngudadewethu ngempela nge_lama yena kumame esiswini." ' 
"Mfan1;1, sondela" kimina sixo;e. Mhlawumbe uma n5go�e ngi6engcono ng-iyokuxoxela okuningi kwasemhla-em ongazange . uku6one.''. . "': as,ondela umfana, wathi · -ukuch \V.a6az� kancane t1mhlo, wasondela kuMalambule. Wakhuluma futhiuMalambu,Je wathi: · .. 

Ud"Mdfana, ngitshele sesihle6a nawe s�6a6ili sisodwa
.

a ewenu uqomephi?" -"Usho uNomce5o?" · , . . · "Ngisho yena ngempela/' ku:sho dMala�bule. Wathiumfana·: , • · ,. , . ·
. "U6en_ga�aq-omi, nga•Be ngiyaz.i uma k�njalo. ·Kodwa ikhona ms1zwa engiye ngiyi6one imlailele : emmfwleni
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nJalo 6ese imdlukumeza, imvimbela lap ho, ey,okha 

amanzi.''. 
"Wena·wenze·njani nxa u5o·ria lokho?" · "N ging,enze nj ai1i yani, ngiyingane-nj e ? Ingani wen a 

nakhu ungi6iza uthi, 'mfana'-nje?" 
"Beka laphake mfan�. wami. Ngisagula, kangaziukuthi p.giyophila nini, noma ngiyoze ngap'hi}a yini.Kodwa narikti umyalezo warni. · Uze utshel•e uNomce5onxa uhlangana naye, umtshele ukuthi NGIYAMTHA­NDA.'' 

Wathula umfa�a �am5uka emehlweni .kwafika uku­thukuthela wathi: 
"W ena ka wuzisheleli ngani yena? �• Aka,phendulanga uMalambule ngo5a wayekade 

ekhuluma -isikhathi esikhulu umzimba usukhathele.Wathula umfana wambeka, wamfumanisa nayie uMala­mbule ethule emhek,ile .. , .6agqolozelana; kway.a ngo­kuya timlilo wa,6.ohia ez.iko inkwezane yomlotha ya'Iala phezu kwelahle._ Amehlo aqundeka ama�dla awo
aphela kodwa u6utho·ngo 6e6tmgakafiki ukuwa5opha,kuphela ayelokhu ekhangekile ilahle elisakhanya lufifi
emlotheni. Kwasekuqaila uku6a5u'khali izindle,5e · zona
ezi5ona nasemnyameni. ZalaleHsa end,lini zangezwalutho; zadlulela phambili zakhangwa iz-inja ezikhonko­thayo ·phesheya lcommfula sengathi ikhona into eziyi­hhohhileyo zilokhu zikhonikothele futhi. · Kwe .Jinye igquma izingane zazihla5ele-Ia ziphethe ingoma ,eyayi-­semlonyeni ya5o 5onke,' ziyihaya ngama·zwi aphakeme kodwa is•ize yavuthwa. Zithi - - -
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. 'Y ayilalela uMalambuile Jey_�ugom.a w·aze wakhohl wa 
y1zmhlu:ngu· ezazimphethe •emzimbeni wathula equ6Jfo 
sengath1 ulele, wayeise.z,wa uZa:Zini. es�.h�n,CJ,a ec;atJsini 
lwa,khe,. ,Waphendu.Ja ameh.1o. w:a6uka eziko. Ilahle 
laselicimile. Wa6uy•e wa1a·1e1a·. p-handle, nokuhla6el.ela 
kwezingane kude nakho �Wa;S'e'kuthule :kwathi' du . .I Wa-'
phonsa ameh,lcf Iigesibo6o ses�cab'� es�siVa'le .. u,mnyiingo 
wa?ona uk,�k.hanya o½u:ncane: �gafo'khok1,1.kh�nya_ ·t��
Bona. ukuth1 myanga. 1s1phum1le. �washaya' un'(oyana
omakhaza, wadonsa 1ngu66 owa:yeyembethe·'wazigu6u­
z·ela wasongana, wamema u6uthongo uku6a -Buzonitha-· 
tha 6udlal'e ngaye; '·Ne:mpefa '16amfikela, zaya. ·. ; 

. ' ' 
ISA'RLP-KO III. •·· 

. I6andla laselihlangene e·Badeni emzini werikosi uNdida kaMlokothwa· 66usa amaBade ukuda6uk'akwawo ayeqhaniuka •nga�Swazin-i: .. UNdida. wayenge'..ne. k'"'.elakwaZulu' ngokuz•o:khonza. kuCetshwayo ngesi­kh�th1 izwe selinyakeme, lix1,1kuziswa a6elungu umhla6au�ungaqonda·kali lapho unii khona. · · Eduze kwakhe'kwakuhJ.ezi uKlwana · ,kaNgdino induna· yomphakathiwamaBade: Kwakukhona · na6anye · a6antimzl;l.neoMkwatimani ka:Nongila kaYandela· wakwaKunene'noNgwadla kaYandela; noNt�nde ka.Khwane aBa.fiethiyinsizwa · emasongomaBHt· noBekaphansi'' k'aKhwanea_6athi unjengesambane; noNgi6eni kaSbxha'la:sa I ka�Hlungwini kaNgula wakwa'Ndlela, · a6athi izintomhizimcela · inyama,· namanye l:imaqha�e n'a,6anumdnea6a6ekade •fielwa impi yas•eTshanin! lapho k\vakleb'ufa­na khona uCetshway-o noZibebu. Kwakugcwe,Ie izinsi­zwa _zoSuthu ezazisapheth\ye yiqung-o, zaike zac:°hithaarnat,humbu · a16afo zawa6ona · oewa,sekela ngezahdla.Wena owake walihamba e'laseTshariini eligc·wele izi­hlahla zo.n:rnnga nomtho�o, eligcweJe isihla6athi notshanio6ude 6esiqu'nga, no6uthambrle 6ensinda·. Uyaye·u·ooneamagquma anamadwala lapho kukhwela khona izimbu!zi zigxanxµIa zeqana, ezinye zilele zetshisa · zozelanjengomlindi wensimu owozela kanti ,obosho6ana Ba­yamye·ndi-sa emthini 6afuna uku6a alale 6angene Ba., yidle insimu. 
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Kwakunjafoke izinsizwa zazi6.�the:n,e.- . ': ' · .· Kwathi lapho ·eqha�uka ·-uNd1d� l�sukuma 1�andla 
lakhu:leka lahlala phansi. Amakhehla _ a:yehl�h Ph,a­
mbili phezu kwe'iihlan.gu, _amanye ez_iphathel� amaqha-
6ang.a. · Wakhuluma uKJw·an� wath1: 
· "16andla!" · . ·. - '· . ' 

,Kwasekuthula kuthi cwaka, na6a6ekudana Basonde­
la,: kwath-i ukuthi ny'akanya)ca ·6onke ,Bezihlela 6ehlala 
ngezindawo· za,60. Waqhu6eka uKlwana., . . "InkQ-Si · ini6izille nina. 6andrla elikhulu u�u6a; �es1zo­
fa:kana imilomo ngezindaBa zezwe: : · Kuf1ke_ 1zmd_�6'.1 iapha eziqhamuka ph�kathi 'kwa.Zulu ·na,ses1lungwm1. 
Minake anginamandla okuzikhuluma,- , ngicel-a ·umnu-
mzane uqo6o lwakhe·.anichazele zona." 

"Qha akukho nda6a·nina 6a·kwaBade; 'kod�a kukh�na 
izindaBa ezinyakambj:s� . .umhla:6a." ' ·Kuphend-ule elinye ikhehla lithi: · • 

"Siye·zwa wena wa,komkhulu.", 
Athi uNdida;,1·· · ,! , 

• 
• ' • 1 ' ' ' 

"Niyazi ukuthi izwe Jonke. lakwaZul� �en�l!n!ka a6�-
lungu, kani-senazwe nina. ,rtgokwenu. Zmmg1 1zmto ez1-
khombisa .lokhu .. Kulo leli IaseDumbe namhla akus kho 
a6anumzane a6azimeleyo 6engakhonzile kumlungu. 
Lokhwkukhonza sekusilethele izililto eziningi -okufanelwe 
zibekwe ngamadoda angazifulathe1li." · · ·. 

, Washo ohke lawan'lazwi .i6andla . lathula langaphe­
ndula kwartga•6a6ikho -nokhwehlelayo,. wathi lapho 
ewa6�ka amadoda · wafumanisa -e.beke phansi okwe­
ntombi ikhulum_a nesoka, uze uthi kaw.alalele kanti ·ezwa 
Yonke into, a:yeyimungunya ngezhigqondo •Z!3-.WO. _Wa­
wu6ona noma iyiphi ind-oda �efika muva uy16?n.e myo­
nyo6a iye 'ifike· lapho ithanda.ukuhlala khona, _1z1hlalele 
ng-0kuthula. Wase eqhu6eka umnumzane eth1: · '

"Kuthe ngaphambi· ko!kulwa· kwempi yamaBunu Iia­
maNgisi kwaqhamuka ,umhlola kulom4laBa, umhlola 
engingaz.ange. ngiwazi, ngisho no6a6amkhl!lu ar6azange 
6awu6one. Kuthe emini ilanga li6a1ele ·k',1\7a16onakala 
ithunzi livela ngaseniJJ.gizimu. Okok_uqala ?mame �a:thatha ,i-zingane, 6aphuthtipia ukuz1kh�ehsa _e�d!m1
naBeilusi 6aqoqa izinkomo ngo6a ·nakhu izulu h_6uy1s�.
Ruthe kunjalo nempela 6e·zwa imvun�e sengath1 eyes1-
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vu1;1g.uvungu siz.a -kude, siza.· nomoya·. · oalalelis.a: .Lowo­
msmdo �as0ndela uza njalo* ,,ng,ukw.esa6erkay():,dnhla­
�v� y:ac1sh�- kwaihlwa; emini; ,kodwa: saheka,. -sabieka 
s1th1 .lofoluthaJ.i,bIU:cish�- ilanga ·lizofika nomoya ;);codwa 
qha .. Saphuma phandie .&acinga: phezulu 1kodwaf,saf.u.:. 

�amsa kuqaqele esibakabakeni izinkumbi 1e·kade ·i·sasi-
z1zwa- ngen.da:6a-zindiza z.ibeke .esilupgwini.'' . • , .: 

Washo; uNdi-d-a w-athula/,, ameh,16!, akhe wawab'ekisli 
phez�lu s�_ngathi n'empela lezfa:inkumbi uya:zi6ona,:�}nldi­
za n�engo6a · wltzi6ona kUqala;., Wap'he'nduka; ei>he­
nd nk1sa amehlo akhe e B·a-ndla · wa thi: , · : . · .. : , .. : · : · · 

"U6ani osakhumbtila lowomhlofa?" ,, . ,: . : :i: , ,-: • 

Lathi i6andla � . . . ., :; · • .... ·, , • , : 1:.' 
"Siyawukhumbula Weria kaNxumalo/'1 r , · ;: ; 
"U6arii· <mgasho· okwaktiqortdwe yilomhlola•? "1 -. v 

I6andla Jonke lathula lacaiB·anga, sengathi kaliW-uzw'a-
nga um6uzo, amadod::t ·onke a6tikatia-e6uswenL; ·Kwa­
sekuvungama omunye e6artdla· ethi'� · · . , . ·., 

"N akho ku6uzw� madoda nathula na? "' · 
Wathi bmuny-e'ik'iiye l'o-: . , · ,· . · ., � . :,. i . "W-ena awuyoria yirti il1tloda,· ungaziphendulela? :• ..
A6anr� -6aqala U�UX·OX•a nga6a6ili · narigazixukwana 

sehgath1' mda6a, ixoxwa yi6andla lonke kanti- ·umnumza­
ne u6uze um6u�0 � kwaze kwa·suka ikhehla eli'dala ela­
likade lizibemela ugwayflathk :. ,, · , .. • ; ·; · 

-' "_Wen a- mhum2Jane;, '6a'l16eJ.e· ind a Ba: ',:Ya6o la.Ba. ·Thin a 
saz16o?a izinku.mbi 'leZ'O'. U6�ni lap·ha••phakathi kw-ethu 
o:ngaz16on_an_ga,? '. Yin,i _.-�iphefiduke izilima-nje �engatlii
s1-6_oshwe �milomo?· · -_Ka�ti kuthethwa·•icafa: yini -noma 
kuxoxwa 1_nda6� _efiulala: 1z�e? Ing.ani ,sihleli-nje· nga­
lo""'.on;yaka1 ka�1vm1anga_ ng1sho ukho6e lolu. Ngi'.sho 
nana1:1�hla; wena- wakomkhulu emafusini lapha.siyaza­
lela . 1s1kh'ony�rte/ ... -Ngiyapnela lap ho, · ·ake 6aqhu6e, 
seng16avulele .1sango ·lokukhuluma." . · . · 

Lathi lihlala _;p-hansi lelikhehla amakhanda amadoda 
onke ayesephakeme nezindle6e zawo s�zilalele· ndawo­
z·o_nke,,. ngo6a i-nda6a. yayis-ihlokoziwe; kwasu·kuma 
elmye 1khehla lath-i :· · 

"Uqin-isile • okaMashayilanga nxa · ethi -�khona ;ini 
lapha 'owake walu6ona ukho6e lolu. Ngalowony-aka 
akakho owak,e wavuna, saphila sonke ngokuhamba si• 
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funa izimoortdwe· nezikhwali. A6anumzane .. a,Banezi­
nkomo 6asindis,wa uku:dla. arriasi, .kodwa akakho owa­
sinda, ng'okudla :kwair,J.asimu. Masimu mani ,lawa thina
esiwalimay-o lbkhu- izwe: sel-ithathiwe lathathwa kanye
nenkosi• uCetsltwayo? · , Irtgani phela · sekulinywa izi­
qintana-nje -; ng�sezihlanjeni, noma ngemuva kwemizi.
N anil welanf •nina. izwe, lize li6e-nj e? !! 

· '.'Hhayi, su.ka;- aw.u;sakhuhimi ,khona, 6esithi -sisalalele,
kanti usungena ezo'B.l.ilima", kusho omuny•e umunxa we-
6andla, kwathi ngemuva kwa6akhona -olithintayo leli­
khehla ngenduku. Labeka, walikhombisa uku6a lihlale
pliansi. Nettip�la · 'i'ahlala phansi. · · 

Umqoildo wiBari'tu'�a.wehlukene
1 
ngo6a: kwakukhona

a6a6esafuthe1wa. ilgamanxe Ba aseSa,ridl wan a n�soLurtdi,
na6any·e a,6ase16ezid�le -�mathambo fi�lindele nqma y�ku­
phi oku6i okwakungase•kµyele ngooa_ a6artye' .Base6ela­
hlekelwe yitniii ;ya·.Bp; · a:niinxiwa aW.oyise ,ese,ngaziwa,
a6anye 6ase6ezwi:i: imithetho a,6angayaziyo yoku6a ku­
phunywe emakhaya' kuyos-etslienzwa. emapulazin! a6e­
lungu izikhatiU ezithile 'zonyaka, ngalokho 'yena'·na6a­
nta6akhe nomuii wdrike· 6athole ukudla 1kwesisi.f ku'­
phela. Pho, ulcuphilela inhlalo' enjeri� kwa;ku6asiza
ngani? Um Buzo owa,6uzwa yilalfo 'a.Bake· 6a$�tnba ijozi
eSandlwana'. mh)a'· iz'ifisizw·a, z-ikhaliswa um_khonto ·zinga:­
wuzwa esandle'ni, z;;i:wuyeka zaph�ndukela ema�fseni,
zaqandula rtg�wo, Zulu; ziqaridula aze· avave�a, la'pho
ezinye zaze. iafuna_ ·' ukurriudla ·· ng'amazinyo_ umlt.mgu
ngenxa y•okufudum�la 1kwega•zi. La6ake wh.wungeke
u6a.phunge µkhµh.tm�· :ngezikhathi ezizayo .. : Ku6bna
okuzayo kwaktirigek'hbna okwa6o, ,kuphela 6a6ephile1a
okwanamuhla, a6aku6onayo ngamehlo · a6o; 6etn-bkoze­
la •bkudlule �6akti6onileyo 1kwenzf'wa isizukulwane sa­
woyise ne.sakuzwa ngenda6a ukuthi -kwenziwa kudala
ngoyisem'khulu. · · •' ' · ,, . 

Phakathi 'kulo )elo6andla kwaktikhona- a6anye a6a--
8ekade na6o Bel wile · eNdondakusuka phesheya kwezi­
hla,6athi zoThukela lapho amanz'i 6Thukel_�- ebulana 
khona nama'dlambi' olwandle; ·lapho ' iziwa· zikhala· zi6a-
6aza kuze kuse zikhuza umhla6a. Kwakukhona a6a­
iuna 6aze6akhathala 6efunana IioM6uyazi otakase 
njengeboyi, ·okwa-thi lapho 6ehlule'ka ukumthola 6aphe-
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nduka 6azithwala emblane izihlangu 6a6alek� u6usuku 
nemini Baze Bazowela,uPhongolo. Kuthe kunjalo Belwa 
idmpi zom6a�go· neyaseTs·hanini;'. · kotlwa .. 6a6uye izi­
mpilo za6o Beziphethe ngezandla. Ihda6a yempi ku'Bo 
yayinjehgephupho lelumbo Iona 'elikulandela e6usuku 
noma uphuma uthi uyolalaphi n:aphi; koBe· awuwavalile 
amehlo walala 6eselilapha kuwe·, uvuke ujulu·ka ama- , 
eo·nsi amakhaza. -La6dke· yi66 ·a6a6uzayo ·ukuthi uZulu
wa:yelwelani �ze ap�ucwe izwe- na•? · · · ·· '

Kwasukuma om.tinye wathi:. · . ,. ,. 
I , , ' I 

"U6uza kahl,e u6a,6a: lowayana uNq�k-amatshe ngo6a, 
mhlaw.umbe u,ku6a kasilwang.a .nga6e kasiniena, Ingani 
okaNd�Ba. kusa6uswa -wayeshilo ukuthi liyohanjwa 

yizinkonjane. Esikhundleni ,soku6a sikhale sicela ema­
dlozini u,ku6a sisizwe, sihla6e sikhumbule o6a6amkhulu, 
�oi:ike lokhu .sesikµlahlile, siduke nemikhu6a yezinko- . 
njane .. Nakho phela namuhla • zidlula phezu kwenu 
zinigu6uz�la ngamathµn,zi. Wake we·zwa ilanga l�­
cishwa izinkumbi kuB•e. ,.mqyama emhla6eni wonke, 
kodwa ni6e nithi izinda6a zenu·.ziyolunga? Wake wezwa 

ukuthi izinkunzi -ezidlula isi6il� ·ziyahlalelan·a esi6ayeni !
sinye kulunge? Inga1;1i uZulu wonke u6uswa ngama.­
qambiqambi amakhosi kuwo onke amagquma lawa, 
kodwa. onke lawama}chosi ku,!;hi�a a6usa . isizwe sinye. 
Mhlam_bi-muni owa�e :. wa6uswa yizinkunzi ezinga:ka 

waphila? Ingani. nina la6a kade niklebulana ngemi­
khonto ngempi , kaZibebu nanamuhla nisa,Bizana nithi, ' 
Iona nguSuthu, l.ona · ngtiMandlakazi, Iona nguNge­
netsheni, lona yiziGqoza. Ningawakha kanjani umhla6a 
kunjalo na ?." 

Washo amehlo akhe ese6omvu esegcwele igazi ng:o6a 
njengo6a wayekhulnma-nje waye6ona yonke into eye­
nzakalile neyenza1kalayo kwaZulu. E6ahawukela 6onke 
a6ahleli lapho -6eqoqene njenga6afana ·Behlezi endle 
Bosa izinyoni. a6akade 6eziqoqa ez-ifeni za6o. Wathi 
ehlala, phansi i6andla lase, lithule lilalele. Wa6uye 
waliou,ka futhi, wasukuma ngo6a engekho owayengathi 
uzo,khuluma, waqhu6eka wathi: 

"Nisukela izinda6a ezikude kakhulu, khona namhla 
lokhu izangoma zenu ziyanitshela-nje ukuthi · 'kukhona 

' 
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enye -ind.a Ba e.zo6ulala -iz..w� 7 : Khona phakathi k.weth�. 
lap)la zikhop.a, ake ziphurpe zisitshele." Wah��la phans1. 

, U�dida ,naye -lel).da6a yamngena ngo6a .wayekade 
e6uka ,sengathi akanakile -isikhundla so6µ.num�za1;1e 
sisamthweze ilunda. Kodwa nxa ,ezwa -ukuthi kanti 
kukhona phakathi kwe6a.nd1a a�an��lti.thandi loluhlelo 
lwamakhosi angamaqambiqamb1, naye wethuka, we-
xwaya. W ayesethi: . · · ' · · . , , 

"Ningenzani namuhla 'uku6a amakhosi lawo· aniphe:. 
they•o anganivhathi? , Ani6oni ·yin'i ukuthi izik�athi 
ziyahamba na?" · 

. . .. , , 
Wasukuma omunye ogama lakhe lihgaziwa wathi: · 
"Ukhulume kahle uwethu ·lowaya uNduluzam�. Ama­

khosi lawa amaningihingi a6ulala izwe. Asisazi ukti6a 

sizosho ku6ani ukuthi '.BA.YEDE', ngo·Ba 6onke sekungo-
6ayede. Nazi izinkom:o zifa, konje lesisifo nisithini ?" 

Laphendula i6and,la lathi: · 
"Ulandapense !" , , · ' 
"Lesisifo.kade saqala .. Sizwa kuthiwa ikhona indoda: 

enguHulumeni ezosiqeda. · Kpdwa lenda6a iyahlekisa 

ngo•Ba ziphelile izinkomo, ezafiantu na6elurigu, kazisa­
dliwa nangcu6a ng-o6a kuthiwa.·ingcu6a yaz.o ingukufa." 

Wathi uNdida, umnumzane: . . · · ; . • 
"Ka�u6oni yini uku6a ikhona into ekhona emhl�Beni' 

wonke na? Akusilapha kodwa kwaZulu kodwa .naku-
Belungu lento ixo6isil�." W�thi omunye: 
·. "Sazi ngani. uku6a na6o i6axo6isile? Noma i6�xo6i­

sile Bon'a kodwa ku6·ona -izinkom9 kaz;isl).o lutno., Kithina 
izinkomo ziyikho konke. Inkomo kimil)a muntµ o.m.nya­
ma isho .. umce6o, _um�h.ombo wokuc-eqre .�0·6unwv1;zane 
Bami. Inkomo isho' ukudla ngo6a:· mi;na f\�6afazi ;6.ami, 
nezingane zami uma izinkurftbi1zibubisa um}:1Ja6.�,.:kazi­
namandla okububisa utshani namanzi 'ol]Vl)f.ula lapho 
ngalusela rigakhona. ngithole .. , u(>isi ,e.zi11;�orpe�i,. zami. 
Uma ngifuna inyama ngi6·onge amadlozi ngilµ.a,pa in.kP-:­
mo yami, _n.gi6onge n.gay_o. pp.ezµ_ kw.alokho ngiQle pge­
suthe inyama ... Ngenkorp:o-nj,e, yodw.a p.gjy,akwazi .lJ.kU-:­
loB�la ngilo6.ole umfaz_i 11;gi6uye ngiz� ekhaya, ,ngihl,a,le 
ngi6,use. 1'fake ne?;wapp.i ulmthi a6qntut iz;insizwa eii­
Y�sisl!omo _ nj�ngal�zi_ . en�zi6ona lap.ha kazikaganwa 
ngo6a ziswele izinkomo oyisE). lq:1._6anazip.komo zoku.6,a-



It 

II 

I 

- 32-

loBolela na 1 Izintombi zenu zigugela -emakhaya. Zi­
zogana nina, noma zizogana thina? Hha ! Lafa elawo-
6a6a., lalingenje, ngifi.mga uQhwanqasile elele kwa­
Gingindlovu", washo wahlala phansi. 

Wa6ona izifu6a zezinsizwa ziphefumulela phezulu, 
sengathi zinamaphika kanti qha, zenziwa ukuqumbela­
na. Umqondo wazo zazingenakuwtisho ngo6a oyise 
6a6ekhona, 6evimbile. Umthetho · wawungazivumeli 
uku6a zisukume enkundleni zikhulume ovise Bekhona. 
Kodwa esikhundleni soku6a zithukuthele za6ukana 
maq•ede zahieka, zihiekela phakathi. 

Yase ikhuluma inkosi ithi: 
"Namhia izinkomo z�nawo umce6o kodwa phela khu­

mbulani ukuthi nomhia6a usuguqukile. Kukhona imali 
ya6eiungu okuyiyona iphethe umhia6a manje: Singe­
nzani ngaphandie kwemali?" 

1 Uthe· engakaliqedi yathi enye indoda uMashayilanga: 
"Ngaiokho wena kaNxumalo usuqondise ukuthi lomoya 
wokuthi amadodana ethu makaye eDayimani · naseBa­
batini naseGoli, uyahamba nawo? Okungukuthi wonke 
umq,ondo oshiwoyo uhambisana nawo wena ungace6i­
sani namadoda na?" 

Wathi uNdida: 
"Angisho njalo, wena kaMashayilanga. Kodwa ku­

f aheie siphile, silo Bole, sice6e. Um a umce6o ,omusha 
kuyimali, pho, sizokwenzenjani na? Ung'anginika yini 
indoda:ka·zi yakho ngingayilo6oie?" 

Yathi enye indoda: 
· "Iza1we ngu6ani Teyondodakazi engasiswa kumuntu,

ayithathe engaio6oie?" 
W athi uN did a: •

"Awuzwake !"
Kwasekunqanda omunye o6ekade eiaieie engasho 

Iutho wathi: 
"Mina fiandia sengi,zohamba. Kade ngilaieie ninqa­

kulisana. fiengizwe sengathi 'kukhona izithunywa ezi­
qhamuka kwaZuiu ezizositsheia izinda6a ezinye. Zopke 
Iezi enizixoxayo zidiuie. Sonke silahiekeiwe ama6eie 
e�hu,_ saiahiekeiwa izinkomo zethu; pho, manj.e singenze
nJ am?" Wahiaia phansi. 
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"Uqinisile, ehhe uqinisile, sizeie Iokho· Iapha thina", 
kusho iningi Ie6andia, elinye seliyaiuza selithatha izagila 
�selifuna ukuhamba. 

Wayesethi uKiwana: 
"Ake nithuie nihiaie- phansi. Umsindo ! Umsindo ! 

Hlaiani phansi nonke." 
Nempeia i6andia Ia6uye Iathi yatha kwa6a sengathi 

kalizange Iisukume. Kwasekusukuma uNdida uqo6o 
Iwakhe ethi: 

"Nempela kunjaio. Nampaya la6o-6anumzane, na6o 
ngiya6ona se6eyakhohiwa-nje ukuthi kanti se6eyoze 
Bakhuiume nini." 

Seyithi enye indoda e6andia: 
"Ma6rusukume pheia si6ezwe." 
Seyisukuina enye indoda eyayilusunguiwana-nje, 

incane, imnyama sengathi kade yayishiswa amaianga 
ehio6o no6usika yathi: 

"Wo, ngiyakhuieka nina 6asemaBadeni. Ngiyezwa 
enikukhuiumayo. Ngilapha-nje ngihamba njengenxusa 
Ienkosi, ngidwenguia izwe njengomoya wona ophephe­
thwa uhambe ungazi lapho uyopheieia khona, kodwa 
uhanjiswa umniniwo uku6a uye' emagumbini. omane. 
omhia6a. Ngithunywe a6anumzane 1kwaZulu uku,6a 
ngiye ngifike, nomfo·wethu Iona ezweni IakwaMjantshi 
kaTho6eia, kwaSaiukazi esima6eiemade, e,simunyisa 
ngaphesheya kommfuia. Umhioia ohaqe izwe kwaZuiu 
usumkhuiu; inko·si kayisakwazi uku6a i6enesithunzi; 
izuiu seiiyazidiaieia-nje ngezindiu nanga6antu; a6antu 
se6eyizimbuzane-nje ka6asenamaiusi. 

"Phezu kwaiokhu kuthiwa sekufanele wonke umuntu 
oseyinsizwa nomnumzane womuzi atheieie ikhanda." 
- Wathi Iapho esho Iokho i6andia Ionke lathi:

"O W U  !"
Omunye wasukuma wathi:
"Kutheieiwe amakhanda? Awo6ani Iawomakhanda?

Ran ti Ieiikhanda lami eiomuntu yini? Kangilinikwanga 
nguM veiinqangi uku6a sengizolitheieia manj e?" 

Lashukuma Ionke i6andia ngo6a lingezwa lenda6a 
e:x:oxwayo uku6a mhioia-muni Iona woku6a a6antu Be­
zotheieia ikhanda. 

2 
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"Pho", sekukhuluma amakhehla, "nina niyokwenzani 
kwaMjantshi kaTho6ela nemali yamakhanda nisishiya 
,lap ha eduze thina engase lenda6a isithinte?" 

Waphendula .Jona oyinxusa wathi, 
"Kani6oni yini ukuthi ukuqhamuka kwemihlola emini­

ngi enjenga lena ekade niyisho ·ku6angwa uku6a ama­
khosi engasaqiniswa, ngisho neNkatha kaZulu kayisa­
ziwa." 

Lasho i6andla lathi: 
"Ye6o, ye Bo nempela Inkatha kaZu u !" 
Kwa6uye kwathulwa kwathi cwaka, amadoda a6u­

kana emehlweni ngo6a nempela yiwona ngezandla zawo, 
nangezHimi zawo, nangezenzo zawo a6ulala izwe Ia­
kwaZulu la6a amaqambiqambi ngokuvuma uquqa6a 
lwarmakhosi, asilahlisa Inkatha kaZulu eletha u6unye 
nokuzwana emhla6eni wonke. 

Yaqhu6eka indoda yathi: 
"Izindawo ·esizozihamba ·kasizazi ngakhoke a6anu­

mzane Bathe, kuz-e sifumane inhlanhla phambeni lwethu 
kuhle lapho siyothi gozololo khona sithelwe ngenyongo, 
sigcatshwe ngayo, ·sidlulele phambili nalapho phambili 
senziwe njalo khona siyothi sifinyelela kwaMjantshi 
si6e sithwele amandla emithi yam;:i.diozi ezizwe zakithi 
esidlule ·kuz·ona." 

Kwasuka omunye eningini owaye kade elalele enga­
sho lutho ·wathi: 

".6anamanga la6a-6antu yi6o la6a a6athakathi a6a­
fafaza u6u6i emhla6eni, umhla6a usungaka-nje. Kodwa 
ni6a6ukelani?" 

Kwathi zimbu i6andla ukwethuka lethuswa yiiawo-
- ma·zwi a6anye 6akhwanta6ala a•Banye ,Bahlala phezu
kwezimpilselo Bazivivinya kodwa ngaphambi koku6a
Benze utho, waqhu6eka lomuntu wathi:

"Sazi ngani uku6a ·Baphuma ku6anumzane ,6akwa­
Zulu? Siphi isi6onakalis·o?"

"Qha6o nina Ba·komkhulu. Kithina ukufa kuyize,
kodwa kinina ukufa kuyinto enkulu," kusho elinye inxu­
sa e6elikade lithule. "Thina ·kwaZulu igazi umdlalo,
umkhonto Iona ongena ezi6ilinini zomuntu unjengoswazi
okhwiqa ngalo urmtanakho. Umkhonto ungangenzani
lokhu ungachitha lapha, ngiyoziphumulela nawo6a6a-
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mkhulu. Nica6anga ukuthi ningethusa thina, thina
esesake saphuza igazi lamadoda lishisa? Hawu ! .6a­
thini Ia6a-6antu Benkosi? Mina ngingu"Nozaza We­
Zulu :" 

"Useqa laph'umkhay' ukhona: 
W eqa ntangwana zakoM akhasa, 
Uxhakalaz'umuntu ng�mkhonto kaSifo: 
Uzil!JUla ngendod'enkulw' engangoyise, 
UMgankla f:Jath'ugugile kanti musha!" 

Wathi esathi uyaqhu6eka, i6andla laqu6ula lonke 
limenanela umuntu wezizwe lathi: 

"Zisho, ·zisho, Nozaza wezulu !" 
.6athi a6anye: 
"Niyadlala phela, nihlale nithi kukhona amaqhawe 

nezinsiizwa kwelakithi. Ani6oni izinsizwa ezanceliswa 
ngenduku, ezibodla um6o6o wezingazi zamadoda. 
Ninake Benithi niya6ethusa kanti nizithintela olun�­
nkume. UBani phakathi kwenu ongase aphume manJe 
athi uyasina sekunj,e?" 

Kwasuka ezinye izinsizwa zaya kuNozaza weZulu_ 
zamxhawula khona lapho efi.andla. Wasuke wahlala 
Phansi khona lapho e6ehlezi khona uNozaza wazithu-
lela sengathi akenz.anga lutho. \ 

"Mina ngizo6ahla6isa umthondolo osuchakaza ama-. 
nqina nezinselo." Kusho impunga eyayihlezi ngenzansi 
kukaNdida, ya6uye yathi: 

"Amahloni lawa okoku6a amaqhawe anjena angani­
kwa lutho ehamba ezweni lakithi. Uku6a kwakuseku­
d�Ia kokoko, Bekufanele sikhiphe -izinsizwa eziqatha
z16aphekezele." 

Kwaseku6a·khona u6uxokox,oko e6andla kwazise 
ukuthi muningi umoya owawu.suphethe a6antu ngezi­
nda6a eziningi ezasezixukuzise izwe. .6ase6eqala uku­
ziBuza izinto eziningi, okunye Bekukholwa okunye 6a­
k_uca6angele. Ikakhulu amehlo a6o ayebeke nga,senko­
sini yohlanga uDinizulu ukuthi yena uthini uma umhla-6a uhamba kanjena. Uma izwe lingasavuni kudla yena
�thini. Ingani kuqala imikhosi yokweshwamisa izweI6igcinwa yinkosi yezwe, pho n�muhla ngu6ani osika
Uselwa aluchinse empumalanga, aluchinse entshonala­nga_ Ukushiya izinto ezindala akuyikho yini okuBa-

2• 
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ngela umhla6a amashwa amaningi kangaka. Imiqondo 
ya6antu yakhathazeka kakhulu kodwa engekho ongase 
achaze ukuthi kungenziwa lokhu nalokhu. Amakhosi 
amaningi kang-aka 6a6engawathandi, pho, lokhu wonke 
umuntu wayethanda uku6a kuthiwe yin-kosi. Yiwona 
amakhosi lawa oku6ekwa, hhayi lawa oselwa okuyiwona 
aye6ulala isizwe. Uku6anga ·kwakusuka kuwo ethunaza· 
u6ukhosi BakwaZulu. Yiyona lerito eyayenza uNdida 
ku6elukhuni noku6amba umhlangano we6andla, kuthi 
noma kusuka umuntu wezizwe, iqhawe elinjengoNozaza 
weZulu:..nje a6antu Bonke Balihaqe Balizwele ngothando 
ngo6a lali6akhumbuza okudala osengathi Bakulahlile. 
N ezangoma za6o a Bantu zazikhala ngokudala. · Onina 
6�ncelisa izingane za6o 6a6ecula Illf•okudala; na6aza­
nyana Behaya Beduduza a6antwana ezimbelekweni 6a-
6ehaya ngokudala; a6afana endle 6alusile, 6ephakathi 
ehlathini 6egawula izinduku wawuzwa ·kukhala unce­
lemba 6egawula namazwi a6o elapha phezulu eshikisha 
ngokudala. 

Okudala lokhu kwakuyini? Angazi. Okudala kwa­
kusho ukucima kwamakhosi ohlanga; kwa·kuqondisa 
ukuziqhenya kwa6antu a6a6ebinca 6asemaphandleni 
ngo6uzwe 6a6o, Bengafani nenzalo yasesikoleni yasema­
kholweni yona eyayica6anga sengathi kayimnyama 
imhlophe ngo6a ingononhlevu; kwakumele umphefu­
mulo o6opha isizwe kuthi lapho noma omunye ethi 
"6ayede", zonke izishomo, neziga6a 'ngeziga6a ziphe­
ndul-e zithi "Bayede." Ziphinde lokhuya okuthe uNo­
zaza weZulu ekhuluma wathi esaqhu6eka i6andla la-
khula lonke lathi: 

"Zisho, zisho, Noza·za weZulu." 
Leyonto e6angele i6andla limenanele lingamazi. 

Ngenye indlela okudala kwakumele ley-onto ephethwe 
yiNkatha kaZulu. 

Kunjaloke kwathi lapho i6andla lichithekayo uNoza­
za nomngane wakhe wahamba na6anye a6anumzane 
6e6axoxisa inda6a eshisayo, noNkominophondo wathwa­
la izagila zakhe wa6uyela ekhaya. Eseyongena nge­
sango uNomce6o wamhlanga6eza wathi: 

"U6ukeka ukhathele. Umame usekulungisele izinto 
ezimnandi." / 
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"Unjani lomfokazi ,ogulayo? ''. Ku Buza uNkomino-
phondo kumntanakhe. · . "Ngizwe umame ethi, noma kuku61 kodwa 3:kusafam 
nayizol9 ngo6a akasabedi akhulume yedwa nJengohla­
nya", kusho uN omce6o. . . .6akhuluma njalo ,6ayahamba Basondela ngasendhm 
kanina, wayewangena uyise wahlala phansi. UN omce6o · 
wadlulela kwamanye amantombazana ukuyodlala nawo. 

Emagqumeni amaningi, eduze nakude kwakukhu: phuka amadoda nezinsizwa ezivela emhlanganwe�1 
womnumzane uNdida. .6onke 6a6ekhuluma a6akuzw1-
leyo na6aku6onileyo. 

lS AHLU KO IV. 

Kwa6ayizinsuku e-zithile· uMalambule waqala uku­
toto6a, waziqinisa naye waqala ukulandela amadoda
uma exoxa i6andla noma ekhuluma izinda6a zomhla6a.
Kokunye ukutoto6;t kwakhe ·sonke isimame sasiyohla­
kula emasimini wathuka ethi nqamanqa noNomce6o
egcekeni. 

Wathi kuNomceBo: 
"Saku6ona", sengathi u6ingelela umuntu wezizwe.

NoNomceBo wathi: 
"Saku6ona." 
"Ake ume khona lapho ngi6uze." Kusho uMaJambule.

Nempela intombazana yama. Wafika kuyo wathi: 
"Kade ngamthuma uZazini kuwe." 
"Pho?" kusho intombazana. 
"Kangizwa ukuthi u6uya nempendulo." 
"Impendulo yani?" kusho intombazana inganake na­

kunaka ukuthi ikhuluma nani. . NoMalambule ingani 
wayethambise unizimba ethi ngaze ngayifica iyodwana, 
Wethuka yilolu-hlo6o 1okuphendula -owayengakujwayele. 
Wathi: · 

"Impendulo yamazwi ami." 
"Amazwi akho athini? Nginanda6ani namazwi 

akho owakhuluma noZa·zini, kanti mina ngingumfana 
Yini lap ho ngizophen'dula amazwi enu riinoZazini?" 

Washo wamshikilela wafuna ukuhamba egcwele 
Ukucasuka, wa6uye wambeka wathi: 
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"Hamba uye kuZazini uyofuna impendulo yakho 
mina lapha anginayo." 

"Qha6o Nomce6o, hawu nkosazana kukuhle nalapho 
ukhuluma, uzonelani ngokuthatha ngolaka mina ngi­
ngalwi nawe? Usufuna ukungiqhatha nomuzi wakwenu 
ungi6ona ngisagula? Khona nxa 6engixosha namhla­
nje ngingenzenjani? Khulumela phansi." 

Wathi ekhuluma intombazana yasimze yam6uka-nje 
kwa6asengathi iyisiduli sona esingenamlomo. Yasuke 
yam Buza yathi: 

"Usuqedile ukukhuluma ?'' 
Wathi uMalambule: 
"Qlia." 
Yathula yam6uka, noMalambule wathula wayi6uka 

kwa6a kude uku6a akhulume wathatha wathi: 
"Kangikaqini kahle, Nomce6o, amathambo ami asa­

gedezela, kanti lo-mkhuhlane wakini unjani?" 
Wahleka uN omce6o wathi: 
"Ingani sengike ngaku.zwa uzi6onga kuZazini. uthi 

wena kangaka, nakangaka. Nsizwa yini lena e6oqozwa 
umkhuhlane thina siwehlula nje?" 

Wathi uMalambule: 
"Ukugula akunansizwa, akunantombi kuthatha ku-

6eke phansi. Nawe uyazi kwelakithi kuzalwa izinsizwa. 
Hhayi ulunsizwana kodwa izinsizwa zempela. Noma 
ufika kwelakithi uphuma uya emmfuleni uyozi6onela 
ukuthi ngafika kwelikaBisi, lenhlama yo6usha lapho 
kungahlali mvula emzimbeni." Yamnquma umlomo 
intombazana yathi: 

"Ngiyo6e ngiyokwenzani ezweni la6afokazana? 
Ngingafa nokufa." 

"Ukhuluma kahle ngo6a wena uzalelwe emhlane une­
mbeleko. Unyoko lo nguyena oyokusikela kwelinonile­
yo athi, nansi indoda mntanami ngikunike." 

"Khona eseswelekile amadoda uyaca6anga ukuthi 
ngingashiya leli lom6uso, lapho sikhomba ngophakathi, 
sichwa6aza, ngiye ezweni lakwaZulu, nokusho elinci­
kene nelaseSilungwini? Suka lap ha!" 

Wathi lapho e6ona uMalambtile ukuthi intombi le 
isiyakhohlwa ukuthi uyayiqomisa nolakana lwayo isi-

1 
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Iukhohliwe wathambi-sa izwi ngo6a yona yayigedeza 
yehlisa izwe na6antu 6aku6o kwaZulu wayesethi: 

"Zikhona izinsizwa kwaZulu. Uma zingekho pho, 
yini · uku6a kuthi enkundleni iqhawe lakithi lajakaja 
amadoda akini nezinsizwa 6asuka B•onke 6ayolixhawula. 
Izinhliziyo za6o zangenwa yitwetwe. Uthi kungathi 
kwaZulu umuntu afike akhulume-nje e6andla ?" 

"Lapha kwelakithi siyawa6onga amaqhawe, akuthi 
ngo6a amaqhawe ekhombisa isi6indi thina siwa6ulale. 
U6ugwala no6ulokazane 6ukaShaka lokho. Kuwena 
kusekhona lelo-gazi lo6uShaka ngiyaku6ona." 

"Ye6o lelo-gazi likhona kimi, futhi ngiyaziqhenya 
ngalo. Yilo elithi kimi:rta mangikutshele ngisagula-nje 
ukuthi, ngiyakuthanda Nomce6o mntakaNxumalo." 

Washo lawomazwi maqede waphefumula wathi uku­
sondela njengo6a wayesadondolozela ngesagila, kodwa 
intombazana yema yam6uka phakathi e.zinhlamvini za­
mehlo, esikhundleni soku6a imphendule yema, waso­
ndela. Wathi ukusondela waphakamisa isandla sakhe 
efuna ukuyi6amba ehlombe kodwa intombazana yema 
Yam6uka ingaqwayizi amehlo ayo aze agcwala amanzi, 
amanzi. aphenduka izinyembezi ezishisayo, zehla ezi­
hlathini. Kodwa ayizange intombazana icwazime. 
Yasuka lap ho yathi: 

"Uma ungi6uka-nje uthi -mina ngingowokuthanda 
Wena? Wena ungu6ani? Uthi ngo6a ulapha kwethusikutholile udlula ngendlela 6ese uthi ngo6a ugozo6a­
!iswe ngukugula, a6adala 6engekho wenake usuthola1thu6a lokungeshela, khona lap ha kwethu? Wena ungu6aniNJE NEMPELA ?" 

Yasho yafulathela intombazana ·yasithela ngendlu eyayiya kuyo, uMalambule wasale e6ambe ongaphansi Wezwa umzimba wakhe umshiya kwa6ayikhani ezwayo emathanjeni akhe ukuthi kanti uyagula akakaqini. 
.. DM:alambule wayevela eBabatini. EBabatini lapha1zintombi zaziyinhla6athi. Kwakukhona okokuqala, 
?akwaNgungunyana kwaSoshangana ezazithi mazi-�ze zona lezi zakwaZulu kodwa zona zazimnyama 
LJe�gelahle kuthi lapho usuzijwayele zi6uye ·zithandeke. 
1 
e�1 zazingagqoki zidwa6a, kodwa, zazithatha ibayi eh eligqokwa kwaZulu zilifingcize imiphetho omunye
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phezu komunye njengo6a izidwa6a zenziwa. Kuthi 
emphethweni waleli-bayi zithungela u6uhlalu zi6enze 
incwadi ethize, ·ku6e yi6ona 106unika isisindo engutsheni 
lena enjengesidwa6a. Lapha emilenzeni zazigqiza ngo­
Busenge o6ugcwala i,sitho sonke Busithi cikithi, 6eseku6a 
sengathi zehluleka nokuhamba. Ikhona incwadi yakwa­
Zulu ezazisayiphethe, yilena yokuvula izindle6e zifake 
iziqhazana ezincane. 

Kwakukhona futhi eBabatini izintombi zamaSwazi 
ezitekezayo, nazo ziyiphethe yonke yakwaZulu ngisho 
nokuchaza kwakhona. Kukhona ezaBeSuthu ezimehlo 
angaka ezithanda ukugqoka ziconse e6ezim6iza uMala­
mbule zithi uliTebela amangale ngo6a yena akaNde6e­
la. · Athi. nxa exwaya ephika , zithi kuye uliShaka: 
avume. Kukhona khona lapho nezamaXhoza ezifuze 
ezaBeTshwana ngogazi olm;npofu ezi6anga u6uhle Be­
tulwa nekhiwane. Zonke lezi uMalambule Bekuthi nxa 
esephuma emse6enzini eyozifunela okuphuzwayo, 
azi6uke maqede zicho6onyeke, naye ezwe umzimba 
umvumela. Pho engu6ani umfo kaMgtlambule kaGodi­
de kaNdimundwane, 

"Unomagwaphu-gwaphu, 
Ukugwaza ngukuphanga 
We Mbuyana!" iqhawe elalwa eNdondaku­

suka la6aleka layokhonza kwaMandlakazi, la6uye 
la6uyela kwaZulu. 

Lapho intombazana imphathe kanjena, im6uze ukuthi 
ungu6ani, wezwa ku6uya Bonke oyisemkhulu, wa6a­
vumbulula Bonke emali6eni e6a6ala ngezi6ongo za6o 
e6athatha a6atshinge ngarilunye ngamunye waze wafika 
kuyo yonke indlu yakwa6o ekanye noyisemkhulu kwa­
Banye onina. .Wa6afumanisa Bonke 6engarnaqhawe. 
U6ani lapha ezweni lamaBade owayengaphikisana no­
yisemkhulu wakhe uNdimundwane lokhu nezi6ongo 
zakhe zazizikhulumela. Wayengagwazi wayegwaphu­
zela, aphakamise umkhonto kuwe indoda, ukugwaza 
kwakhe enganiki sikhathi eziphanga izitha; 

Yena luqo6o lwakhe wayeyinsizwa ngo6a eBabatini 
u6eqhamuka kukhale izintombi, izintombi ezinhle, ne­
zintombi ezinjengodade; izintombi zezizwe ezada6uka 
nomhla6a njengenyoni; izintombi zawonina ezizitho 
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zingaka zifuthwa •itiye nesinkwa somlungu; izintomb! 
ezigqokayo ezisika ingqephu. UNomce6o wayekwaz1 
ukusika iyadi, Iona igama elithi "iyadi" wayelazi? 
Yena wako6ani? Phezu · kwalokho, uNomce6o uthe 
kuyena, 

"Wena ungu6aninje nempela? ". 
Wazihlolisisa, wahlola nezintombi avela kuzo. Wa­

zi6ona zizula emigwaqweni yomhla6a omusha lapho 
u6a6a nomame engelutho. Lapho insizwa ithi entomba­
zaneni: 

"N giyaku thanda." 
Intombazana icho6onyeke, ija6ule ngo6a kanti ku­

khona emhla6eni umuntu osayithandayo. Kayinaku­
linga imphathe ka6i umuntu wesilisa ngo6a funa andize 
ahambe unina angatholi imali yokudla, nots1-vala lo6u 
unina a6uchithe e6uvu6ela phansi kwamagogogo e6u­
suku fun.a Bubuntshe Bungathengwa. Hha6o ! Umntwa­
na uzokwenzenjani? Esilungwini kufunwa imali ku­
qala, okunye kulandele. 

UMalambule waku6ona konke lokhu. 
Wezwa uNomce6o em6uza ethi: 
''Wena ungu6aninje nempela?'' 
Waguquka wahamba waphindela endlini alala kuyo. 

• Wahlala ngasemnyango, wa6ona kude kuza izink-0mo
sezizosengwa, izimazi zigijima zehlela emmfuleni zi­
tshekedula, ezinye zikhalima zikhalela amathole.
Phakathi kwazo kwakukhona izimbuzi zihamba ne­
lllpongo enkulu eseyanqanda yaze yayimbedula, ikanye
nemithondolo esengathi nayo iyintanga yayo. Eceleni
uMalambule wa6ona idlanzana lezimvu, zihambe zico­
sha utshani imisila yazo eyizibukuza ihambe izwi6eka
ngapha Rangapha igcwele amafutha, zikhala zithi:

"Mme - - e - - e - - eh!" 
Nezinye eceleni ziphendula zithi, 
"Mme - - e - - e - - eh!" Kwa6amnandi. 
UMalambule wawuzwa um6uzo wentombazana ithi, 
"Wen.a ungu6aninje nempela?" 
Wancencetha ezindle6eni lom6uzo. 

y 
Nempela lentombazana yayingaswele lutho lwakhe. 

k 
ayinokudla okuningi ezinkomeni zikayise. Uyise
\Vakungumnumzane engakhonzi kwamanye amadoda. 
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Pho intombazana y,ona yayizokhonzani kuyena? Noma 
yena wakoMalambule wayezalwa ngamaqhawe kodwa 
ngendlela owayekade eziphethe ngayo eBabatini waye­
ngelona iqhawe yena ngokwakhe. Alikho iqhawe eli-

, hambe lichitha isikhathi salo nayo yonke imisuzwane 
y•omhla6a lena. Noma kuthiwa insizwa iyisoka, ku­
shiwo ngo6a iBambe izintombi zako6ani okuthi noma 
ziqhamuka nomuntu a6one ukuthi, qha, uzele unina 
owazala lomntwana. Izintombi zako6ani njalo kazilwi 
zinwe6ulane njengalezi uMalambule akade eziBona 
eBabatini. Nentombi ekhwelezayo, i,sikhwele sayo isi­
gcina endlini kunina isivalele esigujini sakwaBo ngo6a 
funa odadewa6o a6adala Bayidukluze Bayikhiphe 
umoya, kunga6i ndaBazalutho. 

Zonke �zi-zinto zaphuma zingena emqondweni ka­
Malambule naye waqala ukuzidelela manje ukuthi ne­
mpela intombazana iqinisile. Kukhona intombazana 
eyayinamathele kukho, okwasekungekho kuMalambule. 
Lokhu ukuziqhenya ko6untu ngesimilo sayo so6untombi. 
Akuyena uNomceBo owayeyisa uMalambule engam6oni 
ukuthi uyini, kodwa yisimilo sikaNomceBo esasi6ukela 
phansi isimilo sikaMalambule okuyisona sasincike enhla­
lweni yezintombi ayezijwayele eBabatini. Ingani uMa­
lambule wayecasukile yinkulumo kaNomceBo. Wazi­
fumanisa esedambile esezisola ukuthi u6ekhulumelani 
lokhu nga6e elindele amagama a6uya nomfowa6o 
uZazini. 

Hhayike uMalambule wahlala isikhashana esinganga­
masonto ama6ili lapha kwaNkominophondo waqina. 
Wayeseyo6ona umnumzane eyovalelisa. Waya khona 
sekuntambama wamfumanisa ehlezi esigcakini kukhona 
indoda enye eyayimcwala isicoco uNkominpphondo. 
Wakhuleka wathi: 

"E, Ba Ba, Nxumalo !" 
Wavuma uNkominophondo wathi: 
"Hawu kade ngakugcina mntanami Malambule, se­

ngithi umkhuhlane walapha sewakugwinya. Ngi6ona 
wena. Kwenzenjani namuhla wa6amadolo-qinile?" 

"Qha, 6a6a, ngiya6ona ukuthi sengiyo6angcono ngo6a 
sengizwa nginamandla okuhamba. Sengizovalelisa, 
Nxumalo, ngi6onga ,impatho ongiphathe ngayo." Uthe 
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engakaqedi uNkominophondo wamemeza enye yama­
ntombazana akhe uNomanzi wathi: 

"Tshela un:yoko lowo alethe lapho lowomancishana 
sengiyaqeda ·tapha ekhanda." 
· W ayesethi:

"Qha, angikunqumi Belu ulimi mntanami, ngilalele,
qhu6eka." 

Waqhu6eka uMalambule wathi: 
"Kangazi ukuthi nginga6onga ngani umusa wakho. 

Ikakhulu ngi6onga umame unina kaNomceBo noZazini, 
u6engiphethe njengomntanakhe ngigulela ezandleni 
zakhe engiphipha sekuku6i.'' 

Wathi esho njalo, wafika owesifazane nokhamba 
luqhilika amagwe6u waluBeka waguqa ngamadolo 
oma6ili, waluBeka phambi komnumzane wathatha isi­
khetho wagovuza, wathi ukuphungula wayesethula. 

Urrtnumzane wayeseqedile isicoco sakhe, waluthatha 
ukhamba waluthi mbe emlonyeni, wadlulisela kulona 
omcwaya isicoco naye waphuza lwadlulela kuMalambu­
le naye waphuza. Wayesethi uNkominophondo: 

"Ngiyezwa mntanami ukuthi usuyahamba, pho, 
unga6e u·sahlala nelanga kengihla6e nembuzi uthole 
umphako wendlela. Ngizwa nganangu lomnumzane 
nokuthi la6a-6antu Bakini kwaZulu seBefikile Bevela le 
kwelakwaMjantshi Bayodlula lapha ngomhlomunye 
se6eqonde ekhaya. Ungahambisana na6o ungalinyazwa 
Yizinswela6oya ngo6a umhla6a sewonakele mal_)je." 
· "Ngiyezwa ·6a6a," kusho uMialambule. "Eku6ongeni
kwami Bengithanda uku6a ngikhombise ngento eBona­
kalayo uze ungikhumbule khona kothi noma· umhla6a
sewabuba mhlawumbe a6anta6akho sithuke sihlangana
naBo, siBungazane Bakhumbule ukuthi ngake ngadlu-
lela kwa6o."

Wathi esho njalo wayelokhu ekhipha impahla afike 
eyigodlile ekhwapheni isongiwe.

Laphaya kude kwakudla izinkomo zaluswe ngoZazini narnabungwana a6anye a6afana, Bekhuluma Bexokozela. 
DNomceBo wayelaphaya enzansi egeza amagula nezi­nkanjana zokudlela. Unina wayesendlini.

DMalambule wayisombulula impahla esongiweyo wa­
Yendlala phambi komnumzane wathi:
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"fia6a, nasoke isipho sakho, engikunika sona ngi-
6onga. Leli-tshali 6engiqonde uku6a ngiyolinika u6a6a 
kodwl:l, umoya wami ungitshela uku6a ngilishiye lapha 
kuwena ngo6a_ uku6a kangisizakalanga lapha 6enginge­
ke ngiphile uku6a ngiyoyixoxela a6akithi inda6a." 

UNkominophondo akethukanga uku6a aphiwe le-ngu-
60. Kunoku6a akhulume wathi:

"Awudlulisele lap ha kimi mfana, lolo-khamba."
Usho njalo ukhuluma kuye uMalambule.
Waluthatha ukhamba ezandleni zikaM.alambule wa-

lu6ethela emlonyeni, waphuza isikhathi, walu6eka 
phansi eluphulula ngesandla wayesethi enkosikazini 
yakhe eyayihlezi ecaleni.selokhu ilethe utshwala ithule: 

"MaSonkomose ake u6ize laphaya endlini uMaDu6i­
yana ake azongi6onisa naye nanku umhlola." 

"Ye6o, Nxumalo", kusho okaSonkomose, washo wa­
sukuma washesha waqonda ngasendlini kanina kaNo­
mce6o wafika wama ngaphandle wathi: 

"Wena kaDu6iyana, ukhona-nje lapha endlini?" 
"Ye6o ngikhona", kusho okaDµ6iyana unina kaNo­

mce6o, wayesephuma endlini eza kunina kaBembesile, 
wathi: 

'Yini ?" 
"Umnumzane uyaku6iza uthi ake uze kuye, uzom6o­

nisa umhlola." 
"Umhlola muni emini lokhu, nihambe nisikhathaza?" 

kusho uMaDu6iyana. 
"Phela lo-mfokazi useyahamba ulaphaya esigcakini 

ikhona into afuna ukuyipha umnumzane." 
"A wuyi6onanga wena ukuthi iyini?" 
"Qha kangiyi6onanga ngo6a kangizihluphi ngezinto 

za6antu ngihambe ngizilunguza. Ngi6one-nje intwana 
isongwe umfuqulwana", kusho okaSonkomose. 

"Kodwa unga6e usabeka ukuthi mfuqulu muni wona 
lowo, a6afokazi se6egangile-nje, 6ehambe ,6egila imi­
khu6a wonke umhla6a." 

"Angawugila yini phela lo-mfokazi umkhu6a lokhu 
kuthe efika ningamazi namsingatha wa6a yindodana 
wagulela kinina?" 

"Kodwa uthi wena ngokwakho umuntu egula kufanele 
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simlahle ngaphandle adliwe yizilwane? Wena ngokwa­
kho ungathanda ukwenziwa lokho?" 

fiakhuluma Baze 6asondela ngakumnumzane waye­
sethi uMaSonkomose: 

"Izinda6a kazihlali phansi noma zigqitshwa si6uye 
sizizwe." fiahamba fiaye 6ahlala phambi komnumzane 
6aguqa ngamadolo. Umnumzane wayesekhuluma: 

"Ake ubeke mntakaDu6iyana isipho sami engisinikwa 
yilo-mfana. OkaSonkomose usi6onile ngasengithi aka­
ku6ize nawe u6one, ningi6ongele, mina kanginamlomo, 
mfana wezizwe. Kaningi a6antu 6edlula lapha, 6alale 
6aphathwe imikhuhlane si6elaphe silahlekelwe izinto 
ezmmgi kwa,6anye kodwa singa6ongwa ngalutho. 
Yikho lokhu ngithi mina lento ingumhlola." 

"Hawu siyaku6ongela Nxumalo kulo-mfana wezizwe, 
impela sengathi iNkosi inga6a naye si6uye sim6one 
ephila njengo6a sizwa kuthiwa useyahamba", kusho 
unina kaNomce6o. 

"Nami, mame, kanginamandla nawoku6onga ngo6a 
u6ungiphethe njengomntanakho." 

"E, bekani lapha MaDu6iyana nawe kaSonkomose, 
ngifuna nitshele uMaphul-ana laphaya exhi6eni lakhe 
uku6a a6uyise izimbuzi a6ambe umthondolo noma yi­
muphi awu6ona ukhuluphele, awuhla6e, awuhlinze, 
sidle si6use. Enye inyama iyo6a umkhusu kaMalambule 
ahambe edla endleleni. Wena kaDu6iyana thatha.itshali 
lami leli ulisonge uli6eke endlini ngifuna Iigcineke li­
ngathintwa lutho." 

Walithatha itshali uMaDu6iyana walisonga wahamba 
nalo wayongena endlini elandelwa uMaSonkomose. 

I S A HL U KO V. 

Kwakusendlini kusihlwa kuhlezi khona uMaDu6iyana 
��ndodakazi yakhe u.Nomce6o. UMaDu6iyana wayeluka 
1s1khwa6ukhwa6u sakhe sekhwani ngo6a wayefuna 
Ukuthengisa athole igeja lokulima njengo6a elakhe lase­
lilidala. UN omce6o wayephotha intambo yesikhonko 
U!1ina owayethunga ngayo isikhwa6ukhwa6u sakhe. 
Nxa u6a6uka wawufumanisa ukuthi la6a6antu Baye­
zwana isiBili. Kwakubalwe emehlweni aBo lokhu-ku-
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zwana. .6a6engakhulurni kodwa 6a6evungarna ingorna 
yezintornbi ezindala uMaDu6iyana owayizwa kunina·­
khulu ethi 6a-sina ngayo kuMpande- Wayeyithanda 
ngakhoke wayifundisa indodakazi yakhe. Njalo nga­
kusihlwa mca 6ehlezi emlilweni 6a6eye6ayihaye, kwenye 
inkathi ku6e khona noZazini yena aqu-6uJi.se okwarna­
khehla ekhomba phansi naphezulu ngezagila. Waye­
sethi unina : 

"Uyi6onile ingu6o kayihlo ayinikwe nguMalambule?" 
Wathi uNornce6o: 
"Ingu6oni?" 
"Ingu6o yokulala", kusho unina. 
"Ngingaja6ula ukuyi6ona ngo6a rnhlawurnbe iyibayi-

nje elingasizi lutho." 
"Hhawu uthini lo?" Ungasho kanjani ukuthi ingu6o 

kayihlo iyibayi elingel u tho?" 
"Qha6o marne, kangisho njalo. Mina ngiqondisa 

ukuthi uMalarnbule Iona angase ku6e rnhlawurnbe 
urnkhohlisile u6a6a." 

"Kuhle umuntu azidelele yena ngamehlo. Hamba 
uye laphaya emsamo, kulowaya-rnphongolo uzofumanisa 
phakathi itshali lelo." 

Yasukuma intombazana Y,aqonda lapho kusho khona 
unina, yafika yavula ebokisaneni elasela6a mnyama 
ngumusi wendlu ngaphandle kodwa phakathi lalimhlo­
phe. Yatatulula yali6ona itshali lelo, yathi ingakakhu­
lumi ize nalo, arnehlo ayo esevulekile ngukumangala 
wathi unina: 

"Nawe usungenwe ngumoya kaMaSonkomose yena 
ozondana nomuntu lingekho necala amzondela Iona? 
Kodwa nenziwa yini ukwenza into embi kangaka ?" 

"Qha, mina kangimzondi." 
"Pho?" ku6uza unina. 
"Ikhona into engiyinengwayo kuyena. Ngizwa oka­

Sonkornose ethi lolu-hlo6o lwa6antu olunjengoMalarnbu­
le lu6i, lunamanga, luyakhohlisa." 

"Yena MaSonkomose lowo izinhlo6o za6antu lezi wa­
yezi6onaphi? Umuntu ozenza isazi sayo yonke into 
lena, uyanengeka yena uqo6o lwakhe. Kawu6oni ukuthi 
kwenziwa ngo6a mhlawurnbe uiebeke uku6a akhulumi-
se indodakazi yakwakhe uBembesile?" 
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"Kangazi ngo6a umame Iona nami ungikhuluinela
izinyoni ngalo-muntu engingamaziyo." 'Yathi esho njal�
wayeli6eka itshali kunina, walelula, 6ah6uka wayeseth1
uNomce6o: 

"Kod wa la6iza malini leli-tshali?" 
"Angazi mntanami ngo6a izinto za6elu?-�u ziyadul3:.

Kwenye inkathi nga6ona u6a6a eshaya 1�mkomo ez1-
mbili ngetshali elalithi malilingane nalo leh kodwa Iona
lingelingaka." 

"Ha wu lezi-zinto zi6iza kangaka?" 
.Bakhul�ma njalo se6eyalisonga itshali 6ayali6eka.
Laphaya phandle phansi kwesi6aya kwak_u�hun�a

imililo. UMaphulana namanye amadoda se6ey1gmgq1le
intondolo enkulu 6eyihlinza, a6afana 6edla amantsho­
ntsho. Imbiza yayisithunqa u6u6ende endlini kwaMa­
Sonkornose njengo6a wayeyiphekupheku ngasekuphe­
keni, indodakazi yakhe uBembesile imsiza okaSonkomo­
se nayo igqigqizeia- . . . . 

Kuthe lapho selimathunzi uZazm1 waf1ka na6afokaz1 
la6a 6akwaZulu a6a6ili, oNozaza. Kwahlalwa phandle
i6andla lixoxa zonke ezempi ezindala nokuhla6ana 
kwa6o nangenda6a yohambo lwa6o 6eya kwaMjantshi
6enqa�ula udukathole lwamahlathi; 6ewela arnachi6i
amangalisayo amanye aye6akhumbuza izinganekwane
zenana6ulembu, ngo6a kwakungathi kawanyakazi,
ehlale ethule ethe du. 

Kwesinye isikhathi 6e6ehlelwa 6alale endle 6ez_we
ku6u6ula amabu6esi nezirnpisi kude Baze 6a6ase umhlo. 
Ngelinye ilanga 6eiele eduze nelinye lalawa-machi6i 
BaBona kudla izinkomo kudana etshanini o6uhle o6ulu­
hlaza. Kuthe phakathi ko6usuku 6ezwa kukhonya 
inkunzi ngasechi6ini, ibovumula sengathi ik�onyel3:enye. Kulo-mhlarnbi wezinkomo kwakukhona mkunz1
futhi, nayo yaqala ukukhonya izwa enye ikhonya. 
fiavula amehlo 6aqhwe6ana ngo6a 6a6ekade 6ezwa ngenda6a ukuthi kukhona inkunzi yamanzi, namhla nanso imi phambi kwa6o. Inkunzi le yenkomo, izwa e:iye inJrnnzi ngas�chi6ini, yaqal3: 1;11:ukhonya _nayo ya­
z1shiya izinkornaz1 yeza ngasech16m1. Zasez16ambene kwa6a u6udweshudweshu zishuduHsana ose6eni lwe­
chi6i. Emva kwesikhashana 6ezwa ikhala enye sengathi 



- 48 -·

isigwaziwe. Zasondela ezinye izinkomo zizwa le ikhala 
futhi zizwa kqnuka igazi zihambe ziza zigijima zibonga'. 
.6a6ukisisa a6afokazi 1a6a Baze6ayi6ona lena enye 
inkunzi eyimpoxeyana ihamba phakathi kwezimazi 
nezinkaBi ezasezigcwele ngasechiBini. Izimpondo zayo 
zazicije kaBi, nesho6a lilide, kodwa umzimba umncane 
isindwa yilunda. Lapha esijingweni kwakuyephuzela 
u?oya oBuyinsephuns/ephu . .6ayi6ukisisa kanti ngempela 
y1yonankunzi yamanzi . a6a6eyizwa ngendaBa. 

Zaxoxwa eziningi izindaBa kwaze kwahlwa kakhulu 
Bangenisa kulendlu elala uMalambule a6afokazi, nga� 
lelo-langa Bephekezelwa nguMaphulana. SeBehlezi 
endlini uMalambule wakhuluma noMaphularia w·athi: 

"Maphulana, ngizohamba ngomhlomunye. Kodwa 
ngifuna okoku6a ngihambe ngikushiye nomyalezo." 

"Ngaseku6e umyalezo muni Malambule?" 
"Uya6ona Maphulana intombi yakwenu lena ngiyayi­

thanda." 
"Phela ziningi izintombi lapha ekhaya. Thina siya­

zala kulomhlaBa. Insizwa idlula igawule induku", 
washo wahleka uMaphulana. 

Laphaya emsamo wendlu kwakulele umfo kaNozaza 
w�Zulu nomngane wakhe, seBezumekile uButhongo. 
NJengoBa uMaphulana noMalambule BaBezihlalele nda­
wonye Bendlale Basondelana Baxoxa ngamazwi aphansi 
Bengaphazanyiswa lutho, futhi Bengaphazamisi muntu. 

"Q'haBo inye intombi mina eyangingena ngifika-nje 
!apha kwenu, �N?mce6o. Sengike ngakhuluma nayo
1z1khashana ez1th1ze, kodwa kangikhohlwa ngelinye
ilanga ithi kimina-'Wena unguBaninj e nempela?' le­
lozwi linjengesilonda nanamhla lokhu kimina." 

"Y asho nj alo na?" 
"YeBo Maphulana, yasho njalo." 
"Okunye?" 
"IngaBuye ithini okunye uma ingiBuze ngimi phambi 

kwayo, ithi ngingu6ani, sengathi ngicashe ezidindini 
zotshani?" kusho uMalambule. 
. "We�a waphendula wathini lapho isho njalo kuwena
mtokaz1 yakwethu? Kanti isikhulile, Bengingazi", 
kusho uMaphulana njalo. 
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· "Mina ngasimze ngavale.ka umlomo ngaqumbelana,
ngaswela izwi. Kodwa ngayitshela ukuthi ngiza1wa 
yiqhawe. U6a6a yiqhawe." 

"Ngiyezwa, mfana", kusho uMaphulana wamshaya 
ngesandla emahlombe, ethokoze ka6i uku6a kanti naye 
lukhulu alwaziyo noma aBantu la6a 6emthatha njenge­
siphoxw,ana somuzi. Wahleka, wa6uye _ wahleka futhi. 
Wayesethi: 

"Kodwa wezwaphi ukuthi izintombi lezi zalapha 
nakwaZulu zimqoma umuntu ngo6a ezisho u6uqhawe 
Bawoyise noyisemkhulu? Noma yena uqo6o lwakhe eyi­
qhawe akufanele, azisho azi6a6aze ngo6a kuzofika 
imbangi yakhe eceleni izendlale phansi entombini, 
ikhulume ngothando; iBike izinhlupheko zayo; izenze 
umuntu ongase afet khona manje uma intombi inga­
samqomi. 

"Ngelinye ilanga ngaBona insizwa ilahla isihlangu 
sayo phansi phambi kwentombi, izinyembezi zathi mu 
zehla, yathi entombini 'mtanethu kothiwa ngiBulawe 
nguwe ngemithi yakwenu'. Yathi intombi 'imithi ka­
ngiyiphathi'. Insizwa yathi 'wake wangiBona ngikhala 
ngingaka-nje? .,Ngikhaliswa uthando, luyangiphundla, 
luzongihlanyisa, ngihawukele mntwana wa6antu', 
washo ecosha isihlangu sakhe phansi ezenza ogulayo. 
wahamba waphukazela., Intombi yathi kodwa kuzothi­
wani uma kufunyaniswa ikhala. Insizwa yasondela 
yayiBamba ngesandla, sathamba isandla, wavaleka 
umlomo amehlo abeka phansi entombini. Wathula 
umntwana wensizwa, wasidedela isandla walungisa 
ihawu lakhe· waliphulula, wathintitha ibeshu lakhe 
waqhwisha wahamba. Wayewayoshona entaBeni. Wa­
fika wathuma odadewaBo uku6a 6amlandele u6uhlalu 
Bakhe kuyona intonibi ngomuso." 

Lapho uMalambule wathula walalela uMaphulana 
sengathi • uyaqala ukum6ona ngo6a sonke lesi-sikhathi 
kuyena 6ekuyisilima esidlala a6antwana 6a•sekhaya, 
noku6a uMaphulane akanakukhuluma into enomqondo. 
Rodwa nakhu namuhla uMaphulane umvule amehlo 
�zintweni ·aBengazazi. UMaphulana wayifundaphi 
Inhliziyo yentombi? Wayesethi uMalambule: 

"Maphulana, wake waqonywa?" 
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"Usho mina? Qha." 
"Pho lokhu-kwazi ukuthathaphi na?" 
"Okokuqala angizifuni izintombi ngo6a funa a6antu 

Ba!hi ngihlakani:phile, ngizondwe umhla6a; ngihambe 
ng1thwalene nezmduku ngo6a ngizohlaselwa. Kanti 
uma ngizishaya isilima ngiyohlala ngiphephile." 

"Qha Maphulane angikholwa. Pho, ngingenzenjani 
lapha kweyakwenu?" 

"Ph�a unga6uye u6uze kimina lokhu wena uthe 
kukhona umyalezo ·onawo kimina?" 

"Qha Maphulane angikholwa. Pho, ngingenzenjani?" 
"Ehhe, u6usathathwe ugqozi lothando lukuthwele 

wakhohlwa ukuca6anga. Uya6ona kusasa kukhona 
idili elikhulu kwamnumzane kuzo6e ku6usiswa la5a-5afo 
o5a5ona 5elele laphaya. Izinsizwa nezintombi ziyo5e 
zi5uthene, ziyo5e zigqoke zithe shi, empahleni. Ziyosina 
kujatshulwe u6one-nje nawe ukuthi amaBade nga6antu 
a5anjani. Ngithe kuwe kuyazalwa kuleli. Uyongi6uza 
ungiphale ulimi ukuthi nginamanga yini." 

"Kodwa noma kunjalo Maphulane, a�uphenduli 
um6uzo wami. Ngithe mina ngingenzenjani lapha 
entombini yakwenu. Ngiyayithanda. Nokuhamba Iokhu 
angazi ukuthi ngihamba kanjani. Inhliziyo yami iyo­
salela lapha eDumbe." 

"Kuyo6e akuqali ngawe, mfana wasekhaya. Ungi-
6ona-nje mina uthi ngilapha ngo5a ngingowokuzalwa 
lapha? Uke ungizwe khona kanye ngitekeza? Suka 
lapha mfana wezizwe. Umhla5a kawuhanjwa ngoku­
hlakanipha. Thina ziphoxo ·siyolokhu sasinda nina ni­
buxekwa �gemikhonto ngo5a amakhanda nihamba ni­
waphakamisile. Mina ngangiyinceku esigodlweni sika­
Mpande esasesi6uswa nguCetshwayo uyise engasasizi 
lu!ho. !{uthe a6elungu uku5a 6amthumbe uCetshwayo 
thma zmcekwana sasala o6ala s�chitheka nomhla5a, 
se�a6a ngoku5a a5elungu funa nathi 6a·senze ka5i. 
Mmake nga5aleka ngaze ngafika kulomhla5a. Unina 
we_n�ombi Iena ekufehla amathambo wayeshelwa yimina 
ng1f1ka kulomhla6a; kodwa ngenxa yoku5a ngingena 
lutho, ngifika ngiphundlekile, wathathwa ngumnumza­
ne." 
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"Kodwa phela wayenge� akufanele uyam6ona-nje 
ukuthi kwakungumdladlambe." 

"Yize lokho, nami ngangiyimina ngokwami. Uca6anga 
ukuthi ngingakhohlwa? Wo kawazi mina Malambule. 
Uku5a uyihlo ngiyamazi nga5e ngithi mfo ka5ani." 

"U5a6a nguGodide kaNdimundwane." 
"Ye5oke mfo kaNdimundwane, ngizoku5iza ngoyihlo­

mkhulu yena ongasekho." • ' 
"Pho, ungangenzelani Maphulane na?" 
"Lu tho; kodwa ake ngibeke. Uya6ona eningini ku­

sasa kuyo5e kuphethuzela amehlo a5antu engacijile. 
Ngakhoke kolhi lapho sekusinwa ngiku5izele yona 
ngo5a njengo5a usuke wayikhulumisa wena; ngokwakho 

, izokuxwaya ngempela. Khumbula futhi uk�Ba akuwena 
wedwa oyithandayo. Ziningi izinsizwa eziyifunayo 
kulo Iona leli, ziyayeshela. Amathu5a funa mhlawumbe 
a5e nzima uma engekho ongakulandela yona." 

Nempela kwasa ngomuso, uNozaza nomngane wakhe 
5akhuphukela kwamnumzane uku6a Bayodla idili la5o. 
•Kwasekugcwele kwamnumzane uNdida, se5enyathelana
ngezinyawo a6antu; usi lwenyama selugcwele wol}ke
umoya; isimame sesigqigqizela emabodweni sekunjeya.

Kwathi ilanga seliphakeme -i6andla seliphiwa kanye
nezinsizwa zasezigcwele izintombi: Amehlo kaMala­
mbule acingana noNomce5o kuphela kuyo yonke ingwa-
5a yezintombi eyayikhona. Emva kokucinga isikhathi
eside wam5ona emva komuzi eini nenye intombazana
5e5ukela. Kwasekudingeka okoku6a izinsizwa zi-sine
ngeziga5a zazo. Zasina zaqeda, kwa5a kuhle ngempe­
la; kodwa uMalambule yena umqondo wakhe wawunge­
kho lapho. Kuthe esami eca5anga ngendlela owayezo­
Yihamba ngakusasa ekuseni, nanjengo5a ilanga laseliya
ngomtsha wendoda wezwa umuntu emqhwe5a ngemuva,
Wathi Jeqe kanti uMaphulana. Wamqbwe5a maqede
Wafulathela sengathi akenzanga lutho. Ngalokho wa­
Bona uMalambule ukuthi lokhukuqhwetshwa kunemfi­
hlo akufanele amlandele ezinyaweni uMaphulana. Nga­
khoke wamBona lapho eshona ngakhona, naye wayesethi nyelele waphuma ngelinye icala 5aye 5ahlangana nga­semmbileni owase ukhulile. Wathi uMaphulana: 

"Hamba ngalendlela, uthathe izinyawo." 
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Wathi' uMalambule: 1 
"Umdlalo ngiwushiye kanjani?" 
Kodwa· uMapliulana akalindanga emva koku6a am­

nik� lawomazwi(. waguquka waphindela emgidweni wa­
yoz1phuzela utshwala umuntu wotshwala. UM'alambu-Ie 
wema eca5anga emangala ukuthi nga6e yini uku6a uMa­
phulane·· amenze kanje, wayesesola ukuthi mhlawumbe 
ikhona ingozi am6alekisela yona. Nempela wathatha 
lendlela ayikhonjiswe uMaphulana wahamba washesha. 
Kwa6e akahambile na6anga, nakhu phambi kwakhe 
amantomb�zana ama6ili ayahamba. Wawa6ukisisa enye 
yawo kanti uNomce5o. Wona kodwa ayengakam6oni. 
Wayeseyikhani e6onayo ukuthi uMaphulana u6emqhwe-
5elani. Waqunga isi6indi. Waso.ndela, wezwa ukuthi 
am�ntombazana aseyavalelisana. Wezwa uNomce5o 
eth1: 

"Angazi phela."· 
. "Awazi kanjani Iokhu yena uyazinqamleza ngawe." 
Wathi uNomce6o: 

"Hamba kahle N ompi ! Ngiyalithanda lelogama Iakho kunelokuthi, Nomanzi." ' 

"Sala kahle Nomce6o ungakhohlwa." Wahlala phansi uMalambule ngo5a amantombazana ayengakam6oni futhi e6ona ukuthi uNomce6o useya5uya. Wa5uya ne­mpela uNomce6o lentombazana yanyamalala ithwele igo6ongo e5ikade ithwele ngalo utshwala i5ulethe kwa­mnumzane. Weza wasondela uNomce5o, uMalambule wam6uka, wa5uye wam5ona emuhle ngokunye namuhla ngo6a wayengazange am5one ehlo5ile. Wathi ukuso- · ndela uNomce6o umzimba wakhe wezwela ukuthi ukho­n� umuntu om5ukayo. Wathi ukuqalaza wayesem6o­mle 1;Malambule, wathuka uNomce6o wathi dlengelei'e wath1: 
"Wangethusa !" 
"Wethuswa yini ngizihJ.alele-nje?" 
Wathula uNomce5o wayevusa amehlo ethi: "Uyaja-5ula uyahamba kusasa usuyo5ona a5akini." 
'.'Ye6o ngalez�zikhathi ngiyo6e ngilibuquza kude se­ng1kukhomba nJeya eMahla6athini lapho siyokwehlu­kana khona nala6a5afo Bakithi kwaZulu Bona 5oshona 
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ezindaweni za5o nami ngiqonde eM:£ule lapho ngiyolala
khona." 

"Uyaja6ula." . . . 
"Qha, angija5uli. I��to e;1;enza ngmgeJa5uh,

ngishiya we_na Iapha. Ng_i,kutsh�hl ngomfowenu_ uZ"a-

zini _uku.j hi n i akuthanda, nam1 ngomlomo . 
sho �weni nasezm m za ho ngath1 ng1yaku­
thanda. Wena wangiBuka phansi wangi6uka phe�ulu,
wangangi6ona ngasha5alala njengomoya wawusuth1: 

"Wena ungu5ani-rije nem·pela?" 
"Pho manje usuzifumanisile ukuthi unguB�ni?" . 
"Ehhe sengizifumanisile ukuthi nginguBam. £eng1-

ngazazi kodwa namuhla seng1yazazi. Mina igama Jami 
nginguLutho, umhambi wendlela nomlalandle. Lapho 
ilanga Iiyoshona lifunyanisa endle n�ingedwa

_. 
�nhlamv� 

iBomvu kodwa ngeke i5e5omvu nJengenhhz1yo yam1 
lapho �gikuBona. Okokuqala mhla ngikuBonayo kwa­
kuyiso lesisikhathi ilanga seliyoshona, wa_wuyap?i? :: 

"Mina ngangithunywe uBaBa ukuBa ng1yokuB1za. 
"EngiBizelani?" 
"Ngo5a ilanga· laselishonile izwe lalapha ungalaz1 

uzolimala." 
"N amike, ilanga selishonile, noma seliyoshona ngiz.o­

�za -uBuyele eknaya funa ulir_nale: N..an a �and!� 
lcw o ilanga selingishonele mma enhhz1ywem yam1
ngoBa sen_g_iham a usasa. Eubliziywem yam1 wena ~ 

la a noma tmtseBe yakho i6ikhanyela a5anye 
kuthi la o ng1 u u a ng1zwe ng1 e a. u-

n · en on ezi kimina 1zmh ungu za es1s1 o sakmI 
zin icindeze e uthi Ia ho n ica an a wena n 1zwe 
z haBala a njengo6a zi uxosha umnyama Busuku. ' 

ba Nomce5o veBo sen i ahamba. 
fu,mbla kangisho ukuthi ngiyakuthanda funa uthi, 

'Wena unguBani-nje nempela ?' Kodwa njengo5a 
igama lami nginguLutho, eyothando ngiyayiyeka se­
ngithi: 

'NomceBo vuma uyophekela umame. Nakho kuphela.' 
Angifuui ungithande, ungatha.nda laBo aBanamagam�;
l\Jina anginagama, kodwa, vuma uyophekela umame. 

"Uthini umusho njalo?" 
Wathi uMalambule: 
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"Ngikweshelela umame.'' 
Yathi intombazane: 
"S�kuhlwile, mangihambe ngizoze ngiBizwe 6esengi­

theth1swa kuthiwe kade ngili6elephi." 
Wathi ususa unyawo uyahamba, wavimba endleleni 

uMalambule wathi: 
" omce6o, ngiyakuthanda, konke okwami ngikunika 

wena ngmgena lut o n o 1zinika mma u 060 
w 1 · ma n n untu amaz1 

a6 ala Bathi 'induku enhle e awulwa ezizw 
,...n.g:ilauda. izinyathelo za a a a." 

Intombazana y�thula, yathi iqala futhi ukuhamba, 
uMalamb�l� . wav1mba endleleni, wathi uyisa isandla·
kuyo _yasm1kma ngehlombe, yathula. Wezwa emzi­
m?em w�khe umfo kaNdimundwafie engenwa iqungo 
�hzwe hmngena ngesikhathi uMaphulane emxoxela 
�nda?a yokweshela kusihlwa 6ecambalele endlini. Weza 
1gaz1 lakhe lishisa sengathi izi6ilini zakhe ziphekiwe 
�n�we6u yazo iye iphuphume enhloko. Kwasephuzela 
1zmwele zakhe, welula isa:ndla wayivimbela intombaza­
na lapho ithi iyahamba kanti use6amba uBuhlalu Bayo 
06a6uleng3: engalweni, Bakhumuka. fiawa phansi. 

Kodwa ay16uphuthumanga uku6a i6ucoshe. Kwathi 
esaBuphethe esandleni ethi uyayinikeza, 6ezwa umuntu 
ekh�ehlela ngenhla kwa6o, wathi jeqe uMalambule
kanti uMaphulana. Wathi amehlo ewaBuyisa ethi " 
ntomb�zana u6ulapha yase kade intombazana yashaya 
utsham. 

I S AHLUKO VI. 

Kuthe Befika eBusuku endlini uMalambule akatha­
ndanga ukuBa ayolala namadoda akuBo lawa akwa­
Zulu ayezohamba nawo aye kwaZulu. Waya endlini 
kaMaphulana. Wathi efika wathi uMaphulana · 

"fiesengikubekile." 

\ 

Wangei:ia uMalambule wahlala phansi wacinga eBu­
mnyamem amehlo akhe esaqundekile kodwa wanga6ona 
lutho, wayesethi: 

"Amehlo ami akaBoni." 
Wathi uMaphulana: 
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"Yelula isandla ngikuBambe, khona ngizokuhola

ngikuhlalise lapha." 
Nempela waselula isandla uM:a:lambule wasiBamba

uMaphulana wamdonsa wayesethi:
"Sekulungile, hlala lapha phansi, kukhona ucansi."

Wahlala phansi uMalambule. UMaphulana wayese­

hlala phansi naye wathatha igudu lakhe, washaya

umlotha eziko kwavela ilahle, walithatha ngesandla

walifaka embizeni elicindezela. Kwathi lapho ese6ona

ukuthi insangu isiwu6ambile umlilo embizeni wali6eka

emlonyeni igudu wadonsa, wadonsa, lasho phakathi lathi

"qho, qho, qho." 
Walilalela umfo kaMaphulana wakhohlwa nokuthi 

uMalambule ukhona. Uthe lapho esedonse kakhulu 
intuthu yangena esifu6eni wakhwehlela sengathi isifuBa 
sakhe sinomgodi. Kwaphela lokho wa6amba futhi, 
yavuma inkomo yakwa6o eyayinqandile, yathi ukuvuma 
wayiBonga uMaphulana ethi: 

"Kunesiwombe we mlingani, 
·okukhulu okuzayo,
Sithi silibema lapha-nje,
Sesilibema noMgwazikaqhaqhi,
Uqhaqhelwa af:Jezizwe.
Unovakasha yedwana,
Isihlahla esif!Jand'amagwala,.
SikaM angisi.
Umqhathi wempi azilwele,
UmgqafJula nsimbi,
Akukho nsimbi zaf:Jelungu,
N gof!Ja nazo ziyephuka",

amehlo akhe lapho asekhala izinyembezi, uMalambule
uyawa6ona, sekuxu6ene kuye nokunengwa uku6a kanti
usho ukuthini nxa ethi u6esembekile uma esali6ele yi­
gudu. Wathi esaca6anga lokho wa6uye wakhwehlela
uMaphulana wathi:

"Uxole njalo Malambule ngisazitholisa amandla,
ngiqine ngo6a kade' ngimi yonke imini ngibeke umse-
6enzi womnumzane." . 

"Igudu leli litholisa amandla?" 
"Angazi." 
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"Pho usholoni ukuthi ubemela ukuthola amandla 
ngoBa kade useBenza ?" 

. "ABanye Bathi Bayaliqalekisa igudu Ieli ngiliphethe­
nJe. ABanye Banele Balithinte maqE;!de Bavuke uklangu­
klangu okokuBa ungeke usaBathinta njenempela · 
aBanye Balidla Banonophale uzwe seBevuleleka emlo� 
nyeni seBekhuluma njalo BaBemnandi. Mina neningi 
laBantu silidla igazi Iiqungeke Iidlale yonke imithambo 
yomzimba, kuBe yikhani uqala uku'.seBenza." 

"Ngiyezwa" kusho uMalambule ethanda okokuBa 
6asheshe 6axoxe ekaNomceBo, okuyiyona ndaBa ayizele 
lapha endlini. Wayesethi uMaphulana: 

"Qha, kawuzwa. Ake ukhohlwe. indaBa yentombi 
ulalele lapha. Intombi ayi5aleki nayo _ iyaxoxwa-nje 
ngesikhathi sayo." 

"Ye Bo ngilalele." 
"UyaBona Malambule, nawe uqoBo Iwakho ingani 

uvela emigodini lap ho kumbiwa khona imali? Ingani 
a Bantu Bashayana netshe · Beliqhekeza kuze kuyoshona 
ilanga isando silokhu sikhale lokho? .6angafithinta yini 
uma Bengazange Bathole amandla? Uc.aBanga ukuthi 
a1:1andla Bawathola ngophuthu lolu aBalunikwa njalo­
nJalo, noma ngamahewu kuphela? Akunjalo mngane. 
.6aqala Bathi khose emagosini aBo Bathinte amagudu 
aBo, Bathole amandla." 

Washo maqede walimbembethela umfo kaMaphulana, 
laqhoqhozela. WamBuka uMalambule ngoBa kwase­
kusengathi usephenduke isilwane. Naye wayazi ukuthi 
lezizinsizwa ezithinta insangu zinekhanda lazo. Waye­
khuluma uMaphulana ethi: 

"Uyakhumbula ukuthi ngithe kuwena izolo kusihlwa 
mina ngangiyinceku kusaBuswa?" 

"YeBo, ngiyakhumbula." 
"UyaBonake. sizoBa nenhleBo nawe. Umntwana 

wenkosi uDinizulu ngangimthanda esengumfana yi- · 
mina engangimfundisa ukungcweka nokuvika. Na�hla 
ngizwa kuthiwa useyindoda eqinile uyaBusa esikhundle­
ni sikayise. Yeka umntanenkosi." 

Washo umoya wakhe washona phansi, sengathi uyam­
hawukela uDinizulu. 
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"UyaBona mfana wami, Iawamadoda amaBili mina 
ngiyawazi. . Ngimdala kuwona elama aBelama thina� 
sithe si5uthwa wona ayekleza.. Uqinisile Iona ukuthi 
unguNozaza weZulu, noma ezi5onga ethi: 

"Useqa laph'umkhay' ukhona: 
W eqa ntangwana zakoM akhasa, 
Uxhakalaz'umuntu ngomkhonto kaSifo: 
Uzif:mla ngendod'enkulw' engangoyise, 
UMgankla -!Jath'ugugile kanti musha!" 

Thina siyaBazi Bonke IaBo, futh1 yimina . engiqale 
ukusho ngimenanela enkundleni laphaya ngathi, 

"Zisho, zisho Noz-aza we'Zulu." I5andla Ionke langi­
vumela lathi: 

"Zisho, zisho, Nozaza weZulu." 
"Lap ha ngi5aBona nami sengivukwe. isizungu sase­

khaya, mfana, sengiyahamba. Ngihamba nani kanisa-
ngishiyile." 

· • 

Wethuka uMalambule wathi: 
"Hawu wena ungahamba kanjani lokhu uyithemba 

lami, uzosala lapha ·ubeke ukuthi lentombi eng1yithanda­
yo kayithathw� mun tu?" 

"Kusho Bani lokh9? Uthi ngingowokusala lap ha, 
inkosi ilwelwe nguBani? AwuBoni ukuthi uma kuthu­
nywa amadoda kanjena eyolanda imithi kwaMjantshi 
kaThoBela, kwaSalukazi simaBele-made, kusuke ku­
khona okonakele okuzolungisw·a? Uthi mina nginga­
fela lap ha oPhongolo, yini uPhongolo? Khona nxa 
Bethi lugcwele ludla izindwani luyafika oThukel;:i. olu­
gcwala ngorrw:>ya? Mina Bani engingalahlwa lapha 
ngifise okwenja?" / 

"QhaBo Ialela, Maphulana, nami ngimncane-nje ngi­
nomqondo. Uma ngithi beka intombi yami Iena ngisho 
ukuthi ngizoBuya." 

I 

"UBani in tom bi yakho lap ha?" 
"Ngisho yona Jena yakwenu." 
"Ikuthande nini?" 
'' Ayikangi than di.'' 
"Pho usholoni ukuthi in tom bi yakho?" 
"Ngisho ngoBa ngizokulwa nayo ize ingithande, ngi­

Yishade, Maphulana." 



/_ 58 -
"Akusizi lutho ukuBa silinde ingomuso singazi oku­

ngehlakala. Mina ngiyahamba, angikukhulumi okunye." 
"QhaBo awunakuhamba nami ngoBa funa kuthiwe 

Bengize lapha njengomshokoBezi." 
.6axaBana impela Bathi a6athathelane nemikhonto 

khona lapho endlini uMaphulane engasezwa lutho, 
esefuna ukuhamba, esesukumile nokusukuma endlini. 
Wathatha uMalambule wam6amba wamshaya phansi, 
Babuquzisana, yaze insizwa yalinqo6a ikhehla lathamba 
laselilokhu ligquma-nje ngaphansi Iathi: 

"Sala usungiyeka usungahlule,. mfana." 
"Ngizokwakha iqhinga, Maphulana. Nan ti: kunga-

njani siyithathe intombi Iena seqe nayo?" 
"Isikuvumile yini?" 
"Qha ayikangivumi, kodwa beka lapha." 
Washo emkhombisa u6uhlalu 6ayo, isi6e6a esilengi-

swa entanyeni. Wasithatha uMaphulana, wathi: 
"Usithathephi Iesisi6e6a?" 
"Ngisithathe kuyona." 
"Qha, noma uyaphucile isi6e6a sayo, kasazi ukuthi 

ayizukuce6a yini ku6azali 6ayo. Uma ikuce6ile - - - ya­
wuchitha umuthi fokonyane ! Kodwa noma ingakuce­
Banga, a wu6oni yini uku6a imthanda unina sengathi 
iyancela kuyena, ingahlukana kanjani naye? Ngeke 
yehlukana." 

"Qha6o ngithi mina kaseqe nayo." 
"Ake ume-ke. Uma seqa nayo kusho ukuthi uyise 

uyonele ezwe ukuthi kayi6onakali maqede athungathe 
umkhondo wayo. Ngeke kumthathe isikhathi uku6ona 
ukuthi intombazana ihambe nathi. Kl'l.ona manjalo 
uyohlomisa izinsizwa zalesisifunda zisilandele, se6esi­
ficile sekuyodingek,_a uku6a sizilwele. Konje si6angaki?" 
· "Si6ane kuphela. Yila6a a6a6ili, nawe nami," kusho 

uMalambule. , 
"Ngeke kwenzeke. Namadlozi azosilahla ngoBa: 

la6a a6a6ili ka6avunyelwe uku6a Bathi Bethwele imith1 
emikhulu yesizwe 6a6e futhi Beletha ekhaya izinda63: 
zemi6ango esuswa yisifazane. A wazi yini ukuthi imith1 
nesifazane kakuzwani na? Ingani kwaZulu imvama 
yezinyanga Beku6a yizimpohlo zingathathi. Nom·a zi­
thathile Bezizila kakhulu."· 
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"Pho, sizokwenzenjani? Sekuye ezwini Jami lokuthi 
wena uzosala lapha ekhaya ngiyofika ngikulande ngo6a 
ngizimisele ngoNomce6o lo." 

Washo wathula uMaphulane sengathj akezwa lutho, 
wasuka lapho wavusa umlilo, wawuchwa6aza, wathu­
nqa, kwagcwala umusi endlini. 

Wasukuma' uMalambule wathi: 
"Maphulane sengiyahamba, sengiyolala. Ngeke sisa-

6onana ngo6a siyovuka e6usukwaneni singene indlela. 
Kodwa ngiqinisile ngithi ngeke kuphele zinyanga ungi-
6one ngithi qatha. Uyali6ona igquma laphaya? Nxa 
ngifika, ngiyophemba umlilo kulo ngiwenze amaklo6oamathathu. Ngalokhoke uyo6ona ukuthi sengifikile.
U!1ga6e usaphuma lapha -elawini Iakho. Uma kunge­
DJalo uphume phandle nawe u6ase umlilo wothe se­
ngathi kumakhaza. Ngiyofika mina, noma kuyofika 
o6�6a noma a6akithi Bezocela lentombi ngo6a siyo6e 
aesmgekho isikhathi sokuyeshela." "Kukhona okukhohlwayo, Malambule. Uma mhla­
wumbe, _kanti uzothi uthi shelele Bekufika umuntu eyi­
eela, uy1se emthanda, Bese emganisela yona, siyokwe­
nza njani lapho?" "Ku6uyela ezwini Jami loku6a seqe nayo lentombaza­
na

k
. Kodwa usuchazile u6unzima Balento; akufanele

no_ u6a �iyica6ange. Noma kunjalo Maphulana, lowo �Y1t��th1leyo uyoyi6uyisela kimina ngodli, uma kanti -.uy1zmkani " -b•:x1. �awul�ke, mfana, indlela enhle ukhonze napha-... 1 1. ' · 
Ph.6axhawulisana, aqina amathupha, 6a6ukana, wa­
llagmfakuM_alambule waqonda endlini owayezolala kuyoa O az1 BakuBo kwaZulu. Walala. 
IUn��thi laJ?ho ethi Bumnandi uButhongo wezwa 

e u emthmta emahlombe kanti uNozaza weZulu Yamvusa 
"V 

. 

de 
uka, sesi_Yahamba," kusho uNozaza. Washo ma-

ithwwfngalmdela mpendulo, wafulathela waqinisa 
ago 

a? Yakhe, wendlula ukhukho walu6eka emsamo, 
b

a �a 1 _ngu60 yakhe wayi6opha ngomchilo wesikhu­
Yen 

ayf ax� emhlane. Np.lomunye umnumzane naye za anJalo ekhwishizela. 
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UMalambule wezwa sengathi angathi, qha, maBa­
hambe uyo6uya aBaland�le. Inhliziyo yakhe yezwa 
uBuhlungu oBukhulu kakhulu. Okukhulu wayezoshiya 
uN omceB·o enga.zi noma uyo6uye am6one yini; kodwa 
ithemba lakhe laBalinye kuMaphulane. Wezwa isi­
zungu sokuBa angasuki kulendawo aBantu -Bakhona 
BaBemthanda, uma naye ezimisela ukuhlala phakathi 
kwaBo, .BaBengamvuma njengoBa Bamvuma uMaphu­
lane; kodwa wathi lapho ecaBanga ngoyise nonina, 
wezwa esevukile esehamba, ukhukho akazi ukuthi wa­
lwendlula nini, nokuthi imithwalo yakhe wayigaxa nini 
emalilombe. WaziBona eselandela amakhehla lawa 
amaBili. 

Izinsizwa ezindala lezi wezwa kukhala ibeshu ku­
phela lishaywa imilenze zihamba. La6a6antu BaBenga­
khulumisani, noMalambule wathi, ngiyo6e ngonakele 
uma ngikhulumile. £aphuma ngendlela eqonde enta­
Beni inquma ilinika isandla sokudla iHloBane. £anqa­
mula emajukujukwini Bedhi1a ngaphandle kwezindlu 
Bekhonkothwa izirija zakhona aBanye a6a6a6onayo 
uzwe ·Sethi: 

"Khunku," 
£ona Bakhwife, umnyama Bawushiye kuBona. 
Laphuma ikhwezi seBesondele eNkongolwane, kwas� 

Beyiwela. YiBo laBaya Benquma kwelakwaNgenetshe�I 
ilanga selishisa, Baze Bahlala phansi seBesondele ez1-
weni nasemahlathini aseNgome. £asombulula imigo­
dla ya6o lathi elinye ikhehla: 

"Weu, siyahamba wethu." 
· Wathi uNozaza:

"£engingasho ukuthi kuyo6e sesilapha ngalesisikpa­
thi. A wuBonike kuhle ukuvuka eBusukwaneni, ngaB� 
sip hi man-je ukuBa asiphuthumanga ukuvuka eBusuku?' 

Wathula lomnumzane ngoBa wayesaBuka izinyawo 
zakhe, waphuBuka wahleka wathi: 

"Wo Zulu, sezaze zaBa-nje izinyawo zami indle}a. 
Zingikhumbuza ngihamba ezweni laBeSuthu aBaLoBedU· 
KwesikaMjantshi kaThoBela. Ngangihlale ngizW� 
ngendaBa kodwa namhla ngiyazi, sengiyofa ngimda]a. 

"Ungayiphathi leyo weth.u,,' kusho uNozaza. Wake 
waku6ona ukuBa umhlaBa uBuswe umfazi, akhulekelwe, 
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esats hwe ngaphezu kwamadoda? _ Qha, ngike ngali­
hamba izwe. Kodwa · kusho ukuthini ukuBa sifike 
"phuma kwaZulu Basilindise phandle isikhathi-esingaka 
ngasinike nakudla?" 
"Izwe liBuswa ngemithetho-ngemithetho .. Nakhona 

umthethg wakhona", kusho elinye i!{hehla. "Kodwa 
njengokdzwa kwami thina Basihloniphile ngo6a sona 
isalukazi · esimaBele-made sisiBonile sakhuluma naso. 
Kodwa nganengwa nxa Sethi singamaN<leBele. A6azi 
yini ukuthi sehlukene?" 

"KuBona wonke umuntu okhuluma ulimi lwakwaZulu 
kuthiwa yiNdeBele. QhaBo umfo kaMashoB.ana Iona 
kwakuliq hawe. Wafika 'kwaxhaphazela amathumbu 
e��dodeni aBeyathe ayabinca imitsha yaxega. AwuBoni 
1Jill aBanye seBethunga izicoco. Yekanini inda6a yemi­k hon to ! Uthi kodwa BaBefikile aBakwaZulu?" 

"Kambe waBona ukuthi kwakukhona aBaBefake izi­co�o? Washo ngaBona Nozaza, kodwa kwathi lapho itg16uza kwaBa sengathi laBa aBafake izicoco insalelaYlkwaNgungunyana ekhonze enkosini yaBaNkuna oku-
sngathi naqo BangamaMbtika akithi kwaZulu njeng·o­oshangane-nje." 

Wathi uNozaza: 
"Wo, m;igane ! £ayawashaya amathambo· ngifungeM�ntomb1. WaBona sithi singena-nje umfazi wakhonaa siqe�gqa ngamagama nemizi yethu ukum;:i, kwayo ��th1 s1zeleni? Wathi konke .esikulandile useku'lu­un:h

s1
1
1e? "Y asiyala ukuBa siphuthume emakhaya ngoBa 

" 
a6ath1 wonakele?" 

6� �thu'. kusho ukuthini lokhukonakala komhlaBathi?
0 

siyaf1ke lapho izwe lakhala ngokudala. Kukhomba
"osn_

a 
d
u_kuthi inkosi uDinizulu, ngaye-nje kuphela izwe" In 1swa." 

�a�hi uNozaza: 
Irn1th · · · 

a k 
1 esamkwa yona usayikhumbula ukusetshenzi-

a �k O? Ukuhlakanipha kwalomfazi kuyangipha­
ane 

okuqala akathandi ukuBa amehlo akhe ahla­
ehJo nawa��ntu.. TJkhuluma angakubeki, a6elokhu

. ewac1J1se phansi." hth· 'k 1 1 hehla elinye:
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"Basho ngakhona, ukuthi kukwaMaBelamade. Wake 
wali6ona nelilodwa iqhwagi leli khona? Kodwa izinyo­
ni ziningi zigcwele. Kushiwo ngakhona ukuthi uye 
lomfazi owaletha isikhonyane kwaZulu, ,noku6a izulu 
linga6e lisana lokhu." 

ABuze uNozaza athi: 
"Kuthiwa kwenza kanjani lokho?" 
"Kawazi?" ku6uza ikhehla. 
"Isikhonyane lesi .siphuma ethuneni likaMakhasana, 

okunguyena owayesifuyile njengezinkomo zakhe. Ku­
nzima ukuthi lokhu kwakumi kanjani. Kodwa a6acha­
zayo Bathi, uMakhasana Iona wayemi kahle kodwa 
enomona, futhi ethakatha. Ngakhoke wathi ukufa kwa­
khe waphendula zonke izinkomo zakhe za6a yisikho­
nyane. Awu6oni yini isikhonyane sonke sinezimpondo­
nj e·?" 

"Pho, kuya kanjani uku6a size kwaZulu isikhonyane 
sikaMakhasana na ?" Ku6uza uNozaza. Wathi umnu­
mzane: 

"Uqinisile. Okokuqala thina Zulu siBulele inkosi 
yethu yohlanga ngezandla zikaDingana no¥hlangana 
Behlangene noMbopha. Inkosi lena yayishiye ichwane 
Jayo phakathi endlunkulu kodwa iningi lingazi lifihle­
lwa. Wa6usa uDingana, waBusa noMpande. UMpande 
wayehlakaniphile, wayazi ukuthi uMBuyazi kakuwakhe 
kodwa wamphatha kahle wamthanda uku6a athathe 
isikhundla sikaShaka okwakungesakhe ngempela. 
Kodwa nina Zulu nehlukana phakathi ngenxa kaMasi­
phula nakha umkhumbi woSuthu a6anye Bakha owezi­
Gqoza. Nayi6ulala futhi inkosi yenu eNdondakusuka. 
Namhla niphethwe uCetshwayo noZibebu inzondo pha­
kathi kukaMandlakazi noSuthu isagcwele. Lomfazi 

· uyakwazi lokhu. Isikhonyane lesi Besihlupha yena.
Manje wasiloya wasithumela kinina, nina enihlale nixa­
Bana nodwa mandla kaZulu. Nenzalo yenu ixa6ana 
yodwa, ilumana njengezinja.

Wathi uNozaza: 
"YeBo ngiyezwa konke lokho kuyiqiniso ngempela. 

SiliBele ukuxoxa ezakwaZulu, low,fana sesimkhohliwe." 
"Qha, kulungile, 6o6a6a, nakimi izinda6a zakwaZulu 

zimnandi ziyathandeka. Njengo6a ngithule-nje ngizwa 
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imizwelo yoBuZulu kimina; ngizwa sengathi zildwna 
izinto engizishiyile ezimnandi okumanje umphefumulo 
wami uzomelele. Nikhuluma nangezwe lakwaMjantshi. 
.Nami ngaye ngafika eduze kwakhona ngadela ngi6ona 
u6uhlakani Bezinyanga zakhona eziphatha umphezulu. 
Ngathi ngiyo6e kangiveli khona uma ngingatholanga 
uphondo." 

"Hawu, mfana kanti uyindoda; kwenziwa njalo uma 
umuntu ehainba umhla6a uhlanganisa izinhlanga zonke 
emzimbeni kuye kuze angakhutshazwa lutho olunga­
mehlela. 

"Kodwa noma sengike lltlgahamba", kukhuluma 
uMalambule, "kangikaze ngili6one izwe elihle njenge­
lakwaZulu. Ake nibeke laphaya emsingeni weNgome, 
intuthu ethunqa njalo iphuma emanzini sengathi umfula 
uyaphefumula. Phezulu kwamahlathi sengathi o6a6a­
mkhulu Bendlala isiphuku esimnyama, amahlathi aka­
luhlaza, azothile, amnandi noma uwa6uka ezingebunge­
bini zezigodi ezikake iNgome. Konje laphaya nithe 
kukwaNgenetsheni?" 

Washo ekhomba kudana phesheya ngasentshonalanga 
ebeke iningizimu. 

Lathi ikhehla: 
"Ye6o kukwaNgenetsheni, umuzi wamaqhawe, okwa­

thi lapho uSuthu lulokhu luxhokoloza la6o a6a6ezwana 
noMBuyazi neziGqoza, wala uHhamu umfo kaMpande 
ukuBa kuthiwe kuye ukhulumisa okomfazi. Wachitheka 
Waze wafika kuleli. Phesheya le, lapha kuvimbe khona 
u_fasimbe kukwaNongoma. Njengo6a sesikhathele s1zolala kuleyamizi." Washo ekhomba imizi ekude 
eyayakhe egqumeni ngenzansi kwayo ku6onakala imi­shudulo yesiBomvu lapho im'vula seyavula khona imisele 
�emigede, nalapho imizila yezinkomo i6onakala idweBe Ikhuphuka futhi ibeke enzansi. Emva kwesikhathi 
ialala khona lapho phansi komthunzi ngo6a ilanga lali-
k

alele. fiavuka selithambeiv.e ilanga Bahamba Baqonda 
ulowomuzi. 

k £afika �Ia_:1�a selisho:1ile Bakhuleka, Bahlala njengoBa
Wasekuyim1z1 a6ayaz1yo. KwaBakukhulu ukuja6ula komnumzane na6anye Bomuzi uku6ona ukuthi uNozaza 
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nomngane wakhe 6ahambe kahle endleleni ende ka­
ngaka. Omunye ehle6a wathi: 

"Uye Iona omunye wakhona le kwaMa6elemade na ?" 
Washo ekhomba uMalambule. Wahleka uNozaza wathi: 

"Qha Iona omunye wa6afaila 6akhona lapha kwa­
Zulu ovela eBabatini ukuyose6enza." 

"Ku phi khona eBabatini?" 
"Kukude eBabatini, ngaphambili kwezwe laseSwa-

zini." · 
Hhayike. 6ahlala, 6anikezwa ukudla. Emva kokudla 

kwaqalwa ukuxoxa inda6a, a6antu 6e6uza ngezwe la­
kwaMjantshi, 6emangala ukuthi ngempela oNozaza 
6aphuma khona. N a6o la6a6antu 6akulemizi yakwa­
Magwaza 6a6axoxela izinda6a ezihlasimulisa umzimba. 

Imimoya yase iminin�d kakhulu exoxwa nga6antu, 
ngezima:ngaliso ezenzakala kwaZulu nasesilungwini. 
Zonke lezizimangaliso nemimoy'a yayixoxwa ibekane 
nenkosi uDinizulu. Into emangalisayo kakhulu kwa-
dume ukuthi • kukhona umyalo wokuthi: 

"Zonke izingulu!Je nezinkuku ezimhlophe mazi!Julawe. 
Nazo zonke izitsha nezingcazi zesilungu mazizilwe 
zilahlwe zingasetshenziswa. Wanke ongakwenzi lokhu 
umuzi wakhe uyoshaywa ngumphezulu noku!Ja uma 
izwe lingalaleli kuzoduma izulu elingazange li!Jonwe 
linyazime lehli�e isichotho, kufe konke. Lelizulu liyokwe­
dlula leliya elalethwa inkosi ya!JeSuthu mhla isitimela 
singeniswa emhla!Jathini wayo." 

Kwathi lapho 6eyixoxa kwa6anda amathumbu ko­
Nozaza, kodwa uMalambu:Ie akaqondanga incazelo 
yalomyalo, noma naye waqala uku6ona lesosiphepho 
nezulu elidumayo li6ulala yonke into rtgenxa yoku6a 
a6antu 6ese6enzisa izitsha zesilungu. Emhlane wakhe 
wakhumbula ukuthi ugaxe ibikili ahambe ekha ngalo 
amanzi, nethunga lethusi af.aka kulo umphakwana 
wakhe. 
. "Pho senenza nj ani nina kulokho?" ku6uza umnu­
mzane ohamba noN ozaza. 

"Kawu6oni yini inyama iyiziphihli nezinja zingasayi­
nakile-nje ukuthi qha konakele? Izwe fonke linje. 
Kodwa uma sizwa a6asesilungwini 6ahlekisa ngathi." 
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"Wo, la6o 6afa Burne okomthakathi. Nisa6a6ala 
noku6a6ala phakathi kwesizwe; la6o a6azithatha nje­
nga6elungu ?" kusho uMalambule. 

UMagwaza usethi: 
"Sikhuluma-nje lapha enkosini uDinizulu kade kufike 

izithunywa eziv·ela kude emakhosini omhla6a. Phakathi 
kwalezi kuthiwa uSomveli wangapha eMkhambathini, 
nezithunywa ezivela koMntambo noNdunge waseMngeni· 
eduze namaQadi, nezinye izinduna oSikhukhukhu no­
Tilongo 6angaseLovu, 6ezitheleke Iapha zizozwa ukuthi 
lenda6a iyiqiniso yini. Ezinye 6eziqhamuka eMsinga 
nasemaMbedwini, ngikhuluma-nje ngaseku6e ziningi 
esezifikile sangazi6ona, ezinye zihamba u6usuku ·ziphi­
ndele u6usuku ngo6a izwe selili6i alisa6uswa yithina, 
seli6uswa nga6elungu. 

"Uthini na?" Kusho uN ozaza. 
"Wo, ·ye6o", kuphendula uMagwaza. 
"Izizwe ziyathuthumela. Nathi ekuhambeni kwethu 

le emazweni angenhla sithe sithi siyayithinta lenda6a 
esake sayizwa ikhulunywa ukuthi kuthiwa sizothelela 
amakhanda, a6antu 6asi6uza um6uzo nathi lapha kwa­
Zulu esawu6uzayo ukuthi, singaze sithelele amakhanda­
nje ngawa6o yini ktmgawethu njena? Sathi siyakhu­
luma a6antu 6aqunga 6athwala imihlwenga. fiuzani 
nanguya uMalambule ukuthi 6acishe 6asenzenjani." 

UMagwaza waphendula amehlo kuMalambule wathi: 
"Awuxoxe mfo wakithi nawe owaku6onayo nowaku:.. 

zwayo." 
Wathi uMa1ambule: 
"Qha, kayizekeki leyo ngo6a nami ngangisaphethwe 

�mkhuhlane wakhona le sezwa kuthiwa kufuneka 
1Bandla. Sahlala silalele kuxox.wa, sa6ona ukuthi aBa­
fYe emadoden1 BacaBanga ukuthi laBaBantu 6ayizinhlo-
1, . Bathi maBa6adie· ngamazinyo naBo B'asinda ngoku­

Bandezela." 
"Kwakufanele 6anidle ,Jlgamazinyo", kusho uMa­

&'Waza. 
'Amangale uNozaza nomngane wakhe noMalambule n
k
goBa uMagwaza ekhuluma kanje athi umnumzane lo'
uNozaza: . · 
"Hawu uthini sithi masi6ulawe ngaBantu ?" 

8 
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"Ngiqinisile. Izwe selonakele lonke. Sizwa kuthiwa 
faimantshi zangapha emazweni asoKhahlamba nase­
Nta6azwe a6ambe amahlongandle6e a6eSuthu a6a6ili 
ahambe efafaza izinkulumo zothuthuva ku6antu ukuthi 
izwe lonke malihlangane." 

"Hawu", kumangala uNozaza weZ.ulu, "6aya6a­
qanibela a6eSuthu. Nake nezwaphi ukuthi kwake 
kwasuka isizwe , esinye sivela eminceleni yaso nga­
phandle, sazohlwanyela uthuthuva lapha kwaZulu? 

Amanga -la wa ngiqinisile." 
"Ngingakuvumela", kusho umnumzane ohamba no­

Nozaza weZulu. "Ingani khona lapha kwaZulu ku­
khona a6achumisa ukuthi 'uf:Jukhosi f:Juthathwa ngezi­
khali'. Nani lowomunxa ochumisa lenkulumo niyawazi. 
Ingani khona izolo lokhu nina 6enithi uManzolwandle 
makathathe izikhali aphuce uDinizulu u6ukhosi. Ingani 
khona lapho iningi lenu laselishaya amahlombe selithi, 
Ehhe, ehbe, ngo6a khona mandulo uQwa6e wa){hishwa 
e6ukhosini uguZulu, kwehla kweza kuShaka owa6ulala 
uSigujana wadla u6ukhosi; noDingan-a-wamnyonyo6ela 
uShaka kwaDukuza; kanjalo uMpaRde wahlangana 
na6elungu waxosha uDingane, nanguya eyofela eSwa­
zini. UCetshwayo wa6uthatha . ll6ukhosi kuM6uyazi 
eNdondakusuka - - - pho uManzolwandle ange6uthathe 
ngani kuDinizulu?" 

"U qinisile", kusho uMagwaza. 
"Kani6oni yini ukuthi lezizenzo zenu zivulela izitha 

indawo yokungena zifukamele phakathi kwenu na?" 
kusho umnumzane lo. 

"Ye6o" kusho uMagwaza. "Si6adala namhla kodwa 
kasizange' siku6ona lokhu okuqembula uZulu kuleminya-
ya yanamuhla." • 

UNozaza weZulu wayesehonqa ngenxa yoku6a waye­
khathe1e ngenipela. UMalambule yena wayelalele lezi­
zinda6a ezindala nezintsha. Zimxhwathisa umqondo. 
Yena wayengazi ukuthi uma uthuthuva lolu okukhulu­
nywa ngalo nxa lusuka uyosekela ngaphi. Kwa6a yi­
khani e6onayo ukuthi kanti insizwa, ayizalelwa uku6a 
ikhule · ise6enze kuphela 6ese ishelana nezintombi. 
Kukhona futhi nezinda6a ezinkulu zom6uso okuthi 
nxa amadoda ewodwa axoxe zona sbnke isikhathi owe-
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sifazane akangeni lap ha; ungena ngo6a ezoletha ukudla 
nalapho e6iziwe kukhona oku6uzwa kuye. 

UMagwaza• wa6anikeza izindawo zokulala, Balala. 
UMalambule walala u6uthongo o6ukhulu, wa6uye wa­
phupha, ephupha uNomce6o sengathi uthathwa ngama:nzi alowayamfula owake waphupha ngawo, wath1
uyagxuma ugxumela emanzini uku6a amenyule, kodwa 
alenge-nje emkhathini. Phansi laphaya _uNomce6o
uyakwaliza, uyaqhwe6a. Wethuka, wavuka u6uthongo 
6aphela, waqhasha, wamangala ukuthi lokho nga6e 
kusho ukuthini. 

I SA HLU KO VI I .
Nangaphambili koku6a uMalambule afike eDumbe 

kwaNkominophondo, , imizi emi6ili, owakwa6o kaN o­
mce6o nowakwa6o kaBembesile, yayingezwani ngokuthe 
cikithi. Manje ukufika kukaMalambule kwenz_e izinto
zaqhu6ekela phambili uku6a lemizi inge_zwam _okwe­
mpela. Akusikho ukuthi a6antu 6a6engaz1 ukuth1 uMa­
lambule useyashela lapha kuNomce6o. fia6azi ngempe­
la. Futhi kwathi lapho amantombazana ese6one u6u­
hlalu 6asentanyeni kuN omce6o 6ungasa6onakali futhi 
noMalambule esehambile, 6aqala ukusola. fianyenyeza. 

Unina kaBembesile wayeziga6isa ngentombi yakwa­
khe kodwa unina kaNomce6o yena waye ngumuntu ozi­
thulelayo. Kwahlalwa njalo zaze zakhula izinto��i 
zozimbili wa6ona umuntu sekulokhu kuqhamuka 1z1-
nsizwa-n]e zizokweshela, onina 6elunguza ngezikhala 
zemihlanga ukuthi iyiphi enqakwa yizinsizwa kakhulu. 

Amantombaz,'.lna lawa ayena6angane 6awo, na6o 
Gayi6uka lento yo6umbangi phakathi kwezintombi 
zikaNkominophondo, manje kwaze kwacishe ukunge­
zwani kwazo kwafika ez"indle6eni zikayise. 

Kuthe ngelinye ilanga unina kaN omce6o ezi6ukula 
itshe lokugaya, wavumbulula isikhwama somonya si­
songe amakhu6alo. Kwasekunindwa ngaphezulu nge­
gazi sengathi elomuntu. Wakhuza wa6a6aza unina ka­
N omce6o wathi: 

"N omce6o" kusho unina, "woza uzo6ona lomhlola !" 
Wethuka uNomce6o kw--athi makaquleke wathi: 
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"Mame, sithakathiwe. Yimis·eBenzi kaBembesile lena 
ehlangene nonina. Ayikho enye into aBayifunayo kodwa 
ukuBa Baneliswe nxa Bezwa kuthiwa sifile. Lawama­
khuBalo awokuBa sife thina soBaBili, singcwatshwe." 

Wayesesuka khonamanjalo uNomceBo eya komakhe: 
lwane lapho kwakuhlala' khona isanusi esingawashay1 
amathambo kodwa senza umhlola, Safika saBizwa 
lesisanusi ukuBa sisheshe sizochitha lomhlola sikhwe­
Bule izikhuni zibeke lapho ziqhamuka khona. KwaBe 
kasifikile isanusi sawaButha onke amakhuBalo sawafa­
faza ngentelezi okuthiwa nguMaBuyanazo. Wayese­
hlala uNomceBo umoya wakhe ukhathazekile wathi: 

"Mame, sengikhathele yiyo yonke lemihlola. _ Yini" 
yona uBuhle? Yi6o lo Bu oBusilethela wonke lomsmdo, 
nengxaBano nomona. Kuhle ungiphe izi_khu�_ba zi6�­
mbili-nje zemfene. Ngalezizikhumba ng1z_oz1f�h_la ng1: 
ziguBuzele ngingaBonwa muntu kuze kuf1k� 1s1khat�1 
sokushada kukaBembesile. Yileyo kuphela ·mdlela es1-

. ngathulisa ngayo lomsindo." 
Ngalo lelolanga uNomceBo wancenga umfowaBo 

ukuBa amfunele izikhumba lezo, zihlinzwe kahle khona 
eyoBa namandla okuzigqoka. Zinganqunywa ama­
khanda, ngisho nemilenze ikhishwe kahle. Yena uyo­
zigqoka angaBonakali lutho. Kuphela uyo?uka ng�zo 
izigqobe zamehlo emfene, aphefumule ngalo 1khala elide 
lemfene. Lomqondo wamthoko.zisa uNomceBo. Nemp�­
la aBafowaBo Bazithola izikhumba lezo. Lapho esez1-
gqokile kwaBa sengathi intombazana eyisifumbu noma 
eyaphuke iqolo, aBantu Bangathanda ngisho nokumBuka. 

LendaBa yayeyafinyelela ezindleBeni zikanina ka��- -
mbesile. Wahleka wafa, wagadlela yedwa endlm1. 
ABanye Besifazane aBangenamona Beza kunina_ kaNo­
mceBo Bamsola ukuthi umntwana Bamvumelelern ukuBa 
aziphoxe ngohloBo olunje. Kodwa unina kaNomceBo
wasuke wathula ngoBa wayengesiye umuntu okhuluma-
yo, wayethula-nje. 

Emva kwalokhu kwaBa khona ukuthula okukhulu 
phakathi komuzi kaNkominophondo nj_engoBa . inye
intombi eyase yaziwa kuphela nguBembes1le. Esaz1gq�­
kile izikhumba lezi uNomceBo kwafika izinduna ezimb1-
li ziqhamuka kwelinye izwe lakwaZulu ngaseNgome, 

. . 
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zithunywe inkosi yakhona ukuBa zizofuna izintombi 
ezimbili ezizogana indodana yayo. Wasukela phezulu 
unina kaBembesile wathi: 

"Nangu owami umntwana. Nguyena mfazi werikosi 
noma umBuka�nje. Akekho lapha kulomuzi ongaqhatha­
niswa naye noma sekuthiwani." 

Washo emthatha ngengalo, aBanye Besifazane BeBuka, 
wamthatha uBembesile wamBeka, emmisa phambi kwe­
zinduna. ZaBuka izinduna zadonsa izintshengula ezi­
cocweni zazo, zaqala ukubema. Zayi6uka intokazi imi 
phambi kwazo zatlii: · 
' "Ngempela mame akusho wena, kusho ukuzala ngoBa 

nathi siyaBona inhle lentombi yakho." 
AyeseqhuBeka amakhehla eziriduna eBuza enkosini, 

uyise kaBembesile ethi: 
"Akekho yini omunye kuBantaBakho omuhle njenga­

lona na? Naye sifuna ukumBona." 
.6athi: 
"YeBo ukhona kodwa akathandi ukuBonwa ngo-Ba 

uzifihle ngezikhumba zezimfene." 
Ethuka arriakhehla, ayeka ukubema athi: 
"Mhlola muni lowo? Ingani izimfene kuthakathwa 

ngazo, pho, intombazana ingagqoka kanjani izikhumba 
zemfene? Nithi iyaphila ekhanda layo?" 

.6ahleka aBanye, amantombazane · ayelanda uBe­
mbesile ahleka usulu ngoBa wona ayeyazi indaBa yesi­
khumba somonya. Wayesethi omunye: 

"Qha, nina Bantu Benkosi, u:mntwana lo uyaphila 
emqondweni wakhe, usangenwe uBushinga Bokukhula. 

Amantombazana lawa omshungu kaBembesile asuka 
agegetheka onke ehleka usulu. Amakhehla lawa nawo 
angaqonda ukuthi okuyikhona khona yikuphi ayesethi: 

"SingajaBula ukuBa naye simBone." 
. Nempela walandwa uNomceBo endlini yakwaBo, 

fwathi lapho eqhamuka aBantu BesaBa namakhehla 
twa nawo ashiywa yimizimba. AyesecaBanga ukuthi 
0mntwana uBulewe mhlawumbe uphosiwe. Kodwa nga­

Phambi kwalokho ayefuna ukukhuluma naye ezwe 
U
k
kuthi into ayiphendulayo inomqondo yini noma ngeyo­

, ubeda. Athi amakhehla: 
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"Uzifihleleni eBusweni mntanami, nasemzimbeni?" 
Asho njalo ayamBuka ngoBa uNomceBo wayesezidonsile 
izikhumba lezi zawu6opha umzimba wakhe khona ku­
zothi noma ezifihlile isimo somzimba wakhe ·siBonakale 

· ukuthi, qha, laphaya kucashe intombi.. Kwa�h.i .nom�
BeyiBuka esifuBeni kwaBonakala ukut�1 nans1 mtomb1
izenza imbulu. Ahleka amakhehla ath1:

"Susa izikhumba lezi sikuBone uBuso. Izingalo zakho
nezitho zakho zithi umuhle. Kodwa yini? Sikhombise
u.Buso Bakho mntanami."

Wathi uNomceBo kugcwele iningi: 
"Qha, 6o6a6a. Ofuna ukungishada akathat��. mina

luqoBo Iwami, hhayi, ukuBa athande uBuso 6am1. 
"Kodwa uyenzelani into yo6ulima lena ?" kusho 

elinye ikhehla. 
"Ngenza ukuzithokozisa", kup�endula uNomceBo. 
"Mhlawumbe uyisilima, unguNdleBembi", kusho eli­

nye lamakhehla khona uN omceBo ezothukuthela Bese-
zivula. 

"Qha, 6o6a6a, kangisona isil'ima, ngiyaphila." 
Alinga amakhehla ukumcuphuluza ngezinkulumo 

khona ezocasuka aBesezivula, kodwa uNomceBo akatha­
ndanga n'empela ukuBa lawamakhehla amBone. 

Asuke athi: 
"Siyahluleka ukumvula noma sesenzani." 
Ayese6uyela eceleni uku6a akhulume odwa ukuBa 

amthathe noma qha, uNomce66 na. OmaBiHamakhehla 
ayemangaliswa indlela · akhuluma ngayo uNomceBo 
emBona ukuthi kukhona ukuhlakanipha okukhulu aku­
fihlileyo, futhi nalokhukuziBeka kwa_khe phansi kume­
nza athandeke. Kwathi ngaphamb1 kokuBa ahambe 
amakhehla lawa ayo6ika enkosini yaku6o, noku6a ama: 
ntombazana alandele amtshela ·uNkominophondo ukuth1 
afuna uku6ona a6afowa6o Bamantombazana. £a6izwa 
Basondela. Lathi elinye ikhehla likhuluma kumfowaBo 
kaBembesile. 

"Wena uzohamba uy9kwakha isiBaya esikhulu·, usi­
phice ngamahlahla aqinileyo ngoBa_ inko�i sizofika siyi­
tshele ukuBa ikuthumele umhlamb1 wezmkomo ngoda­
dewenu." 
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Ukuzwa lwamazwi uMaSonkomose unina kaBembe­
sile kwathi _makafe ukuja6ula nayo intokazi yasuluza 
yaqhikinyeka ithokoza ngenxa yalawamazwi. Lithe 
lelikhehla liphendukela kumfowa6o kaN omceBo uZazini 
alishongo lutho. Inda6a yaphela khona lapho; kodwa 
ayese6uye ekhumbula ukuthi kuhle avume-nje ukum­
thatha uNomceBo kodwa angaziBophi ngalutho loku6a 
izinkomo ziyo6a ngaka kuyena ngo6a funa kanti Bazi­
Bophela ogodweni. Lathike ikhehla: 

"Kudadewenu", Bekhuluma noZazini, "siyokunika izi­
nkomo ezingamashurni amaBili." 

Lokhu kwamenelisa uZazini kunokuBa udadewaBo 
asale phansi okwamafinyila. 

Izinduna lezi zaseziphindela enkosini yazo zifike 
ziyiBika lento yezintombi ezimbili. Kodwa kwathi lapho 
6ezwa ngenda6a kaNomceBo inkosi yathi: 

"Akukho ntombazana enoBus_o oBuhle nomzimba oBu­
kekayo engase izifihle ingaBonwa. Kukhona okunye 
okukhona. Kodwa khumbulani lokhu", kusho inkosi 
isithukuthele ngempela. 

"Uma lentombazana eniyilethela umntanami iyisilima, 
iyimbi, ingumhlola ngempela, Wo kinina !" Yasho iBa­
khomba ngomkhonto, aclakhehla aqhaqhazela ngo6a 
nawo a6u6ona uBulima Bawo uku6a asuke athathe into­
rnbi engayazi na.Buso Bayo. 

Ruthe lapho amakhehla esehambile lll,pha kwaNxu­
rnalo inda6a yasale ya6ankulu impela. · UNomceBo 
noma wayekade anelisiwe ukuBa azifihle kodwa manje 
kwathi lapho sekuBuya uZazini e6andla nezwi loku6a 
uBembesile kuthiwe akwakhiwe isi6aya esikhulu ngaye, 
kwathiwa ngoNomceBo kuyokhishwa amashumi ama6ili 
kuphela, imiqondo yaguquka. Ingani uNomceBo lapha 
kwaNkominophondo uzalwa yintandokazi. Pho kunge­
nzeka kanjani uku6a a6e ngaphansi komntwana wo­
lllfazi wengqadi? Nangaphande kwalokho uNomceBo 
akadlulwa nguBembesil� ngo6uhle. Wacasuka uZazini 
Wathi: 

"N omceBo, yizinda6a zakho zonke lezi." 
Wathi uN omce6o: 
"Yizinda6a zami kanjani? Yimina yini engithe uBe-
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mbesile nonina ma6angene Iapha . endlini 6angi6uiaie, 
hhayi mina ngedwa, kodwa yonke indiu yakwethu?" 

"Kanjani?" Ku6uza uZazini ngo6a wayengazi. 
· "Kawazi?" Ku6uza uNomce6o. "fiuza kumame Ia­
phaya."

·wathuia uMaDu6iyana, kodwa uZazini waphenduia
amehio kuyena wam6uka, wayeseqaia ukukhuiuma 
ngomoya ophansi · wathi, 

"Khona izoio Iokhu kuthe ngisi6ukuia itshe Iokugaya 
ngafica phansi kwaio isikhumba somonya sigcweie 
amakhuBaio, sanindwa ngegazi." · 

"Nithini?" Kusho uZazini. 
"Sisho njaio", kusho uNomce6o. 

· "Pho nenzenj ani?"
"Sisuke Iapho sa6iza Iesiyasanusi saiaphaya seza neno

sazokwenza iza6a kwa6a yikhani sihieieia phansi." 
"Nike nayi6ika Ienda6a komunye wesiiisa? Sengisho­

ke umuntu onjengoMaphulana?" 
"Wou ! Yinike yona uMaphuiana ongase a6ikeiwe 

izinda6a ezinj e? Konj e ususizakeie ukuthi umngane 
wakho Io uyinto?" Kusho uN omce6o ngendieia yoku­
nengwa. 

"Indiazi inoneia phakathi", kusho uZazini. "Uma 
ungazi uMaphuiana, kawazi noiunci, uyothuka ngelinye 
ilanga uzitheia ezingcijini. N gisaya kuye." 

Nempeia waphuma uZazini waya k,u+\{aphuiaria Iapho 
wayeiala khona. 
. Kuth"e seBeseie Bodwa unina nendodakazi wathi uMa­

Du6iyana: "Njengo6a ngomthetho wemvelo awunama­
ndia okwenzenjani, uzom6ekaphi Iomuntu Iokhu senga­
thi kukhona okukhona phakathi kwakho nayo?" 

"Usho muphi umuntu mame?" Washo uNomceBo 
esisusa isikhumba sakhe eBusweni njengo6a endlini 
kwaBo Wayengasifaki. Kwasekuqhamuka u6uso Bakhe, 
kwathi unina makaziBuiaie ukuBona uBuso oBunje Buzo­
Iotshoiwa yinkosi ngezinkomo ezingamashumi amaBili 
kupheia. Wayesethi • uNomceBo: 

"Usho Iona owadiuia Iapha? Kangazi mame ngoBa. 
yena ngiyamazi ngangimthanda; kodwa pho singenze­
njani? Uku6uya kwakhe kangikwazi noma uyo6uya. 
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yini ngo6a nakuBo kukude ngempeia; kodwa nginethe­
mba ukuthi uyofika ngelinye ilanga." 

"Akusizi ukufika kwakhe inda6a isidiuie ngo6a 
angenzani? Nga6e kungcono · ukuBa akazubekana 
nendodan·a yenkosi, uku6a ubekene nomuntukazana", 
kusho .unina kaNomceBo. "Nokushadeia e6ukhosini 
Iokhu kuiusizi ngo6a umuntu akahiali ngokuthuia, ku­
ya6angwa, · kuyaiiwa, kuyanephuiwana. Ukushadeia 
eBukhosini lokhu nayo yonke inhiaio yakhona - - -
ngukufa," 

"Ehhe, ngiyezwa, mame, futhi Ieyonto ngiya:yazi. 
Enye yezinto eyenza okokuBa ngingathandi nokuthanda 
ukuya komkhuiu. Ngenye indieia Iezi.zikhumba zami 
zingase zingisindise; kodwa uma zingangisindisi, ngi­
yosinda mina ngokwami ngelinye iianga ngimBone 
uMalambuie noma ediuia Iapha, ngeqe naye, ngiqonde 
ezweni IakuBo noma ngiye ezweni IaseBabatini." 

Kwathi Besakhuiuma kanjaio ku]{.uhie, kwezwakaia 
ukungqongqoza emnyango, .wangena uZazini ehamba 
noMaphulana. Wafika wahiaia ethunzini uMaphuiana 
wathi, 

"Sani6ona mame, kwenzenjani njengo6a uZazini 
engitshela-nje?" 

Hha·yi kwathuia kwangaphe:nduia muntu, wayesethi 
uZazini: 

"Kunjengo6a kade ngikutsheia, Maphuiana. Nanga­
Phezµ kwalokho, (nawe futhi mhiawumbe uyazi) uda­
dewethu Iona useyisihiekiso Iapha emzini ka6a6a . 
Wake wayizwa into yoku6a udadewethu angaiotsholwa 
ngezinkomo ezilishumi ziphindwe ka5ili, ethathwa 
Y111kosi, kungasho nokusho ukuthi uthathwa ngumuntu­
l<azana, kuthi uBembesile yena alotsholwe ngesi6aya 
sonke? Kukhona umnyama kulendaBa." 
� "Lesosikhwama esaphuma phansi kwetshe, wena 

�omce6o wasithinta noma sathintwa ngumame wakho 
Kuphela ?" Ku6uza into kaMaphulana. 

"Qha, mina kangisithintanga ngezami izandla kodwa 
umame yena wasithinta nxashana evula itshe." 
,x, 

Kwa6a sengathi uMaphulana leyonto iyamja6ulisa.
vv ayesethi: 

• 
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"Uma wena ungasithintanga kusalungile. Kodwa 
ngaphambi kokuBa senze okunye makesibeke izindaBa." 

Washo eqaqulula emhlane umgodlana ojwayele njalo 
ukuphathwa yila6a6antu esiye sithi Bayizilima. Wawu­
qaqa phakathi kwaphuma amathamb0 amathathu ane­
ziyingi ezimnyama kwelinye icala·, ngakwelinye. emhlo­
phe njengoBa ayelucecevana. · Waqala. wawashaya 
esandleni sakhe, wawashaya futhi, wayesewaphonsa 
phansi, ewafunda, ewafunda, wayesethi kunina kaNo­
mceBo, nawe waphonse phansi. Kodwa ngaphambi 
kokuBa uwaphonse qala uwakhwife ngamathe akho, 

. ulume nansi indalticwatha, uBusukhuluma wedwa 
enhliziyweni yakho uBuze uthi: 

"Nina makhosi aphezulu nithini? Zithini izindaBa 
zami, ezingukuthi, ezithi, zithi, zithi." 

Nempela owesifazana wenza njengo6a etshelwa wa­
yesewaphonsa phansi amathambo omathathu. Kuthe 
amaBili akhombisa okumnyama elilodwa laphendula 
okumhlophe. WawaBuka uMaphulana wayesewafu:rida 
wathi: 

"YeBoke mame. Lapha amathambo akhuluma izinda­
Ba zawo athi wena wazalwa unenhlanhla kodwa ngo­
kungena kwakho kulomuzi inhlanhla yakho yaya ngo­
kuya incipha. · Kodwa namhla kayisekho. Ukuthinta 
kwakho lesiyasikhwama akuBanga yingozi engako 
njengo6a wena ucaBanga. Kodwa umuntu o6eyingozi 
kuwena yilona enimBizileyo wazonelapha ukuBa akhwe­
Bule izikhuni. Lesosikhwama nimd'edele wahamba naso 
- asho njalo amathambo."

Ukhuluma njalo umfo kaMaphulana ubeke phansi
emathanjeni akhe kuthi noma eqondisa kulowo aqondisa 
kuye, kuphela amkhombe ngomuriwe aBe yena efunda 
imihlola yamathambo akhe. Lapho seBethe khexe imi- · 
lomo. 

"£esivelaphi lesosikhwama? Sitsheleni mathamb6." 
Kusho into kaMaphulana. "Kuthiwa sivela kumfazi 
omnyamana okhona lap ha. Esithathaphi? Usithatha 
kuyo inyariga yenu engena iphuma lapha endlini. Ngi­
khuluma-nje inyanga leyo ila'Pha kwamfazi lowo iyela­
pha, ilumba amalumbo okuBulala nina. Asho njalo ama­
thambo, nkosikazi. Engikukhulu:mayo akuveli kimina 
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kuvela kwa6aphezulu aBanginika lokhukuhlakanipha 
enginakho." 

Washo njalo wawaqoqa amathambo lawa· amathathu 
wawaBeka eceleni wavusa amehlo wa6a6uka uNomceBo 
nonina. fipna BeBelokhu Bekhexe. imilomo Benga�i 
a6angase Bakusho ngo6a Bona uMaphulana 5ekuyisili­
mana saBo sokuthunywa noma-phi lapho Befuna ukum­
thuma khona. 

Nesikhwanyana lesi asithwalayo aBazange BasicaBa­
ngele lutho. UZazini yena njengo6a wayesemazi uMa­
phulana wasimze waguqula amehlo wabeka kunfoa 
·nakudadewa6o waBuye wabeka kuMaphulana. UMa­
phulana yena ayikho into eyayiinmangalisa njengoBa
wayazi ukuthi uyisilima somuzi, kuyena akub�kwe lutho
ngaphandle koBuphoxo. Noma ezimbela imithi 6e6aye
Bathi, wo, uma nithatha umuthi kaMaphulana uyothi
uninika lo, kanti usethathe lowaya. Wazini njenempela
uMaphulana? WayiBona lento uMaphulana wayesethi
kuNomceBo thatha nawe ngiBone. Yenza njengo6a uma­
me enzile uziBuzele ezakho izindaBa. W·awathatha uNo­
mceBo amathambo wawanyakazisa, wawathela phansi.
Asuke ema enye into. Onke aBamnyama; wathula
uMaphulana, wawafunda yedwa isikhashana wayesethi:

"Phinda futhi mntanami, uwathathe uwathele." 
Wawathatha futhi uNomceBo wawaBeka ezandleni 

z akhe, wawaphephetha ngomoya, wawathela phansi. 
Awa oluny'e uhloBo manje. AmaBili aphenduka aBa­
mhJophe kwathi leli elinye lawa lucezu. Wehluleka 
Ukuzi6amba uMaphulana, wasuke wahleka wathi: 

"Aw�zwake ! Nakhoke eBengikufuna." Wayesethula 
ethi du, sengathi akazange akhulume. WawaBuka ama­
thambo onke waphendukela kuN omceBo wathi: 

"Ugangile · ntombazana kaNkominophondo." 
.Bamangala ukuzwa uMaphulana .-eBiza umnumzane 

ngegama, Bawavulisisa amehlo BemBuka ukuthi akahla­
ny! Yini njengazo zonke iziphoxo okuthi nxa umuntu 
ez
k
1Phatha kahle ziphenduke manj� sengathi yizona ezi­

n ulu kunaBanini Bomuzi. Wayesengathi umqondo waBo 
llYawuBona uMaphulana wayesethi: 

"Ngiqinisile uma ngithi ugangile ntombazana ka­
Nkominophondo. Kodwa angizukutshela ukuthi ngani.
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Kuhle.uZazini ahambe nami ngifuna no6athathu nginithi 
fahlafahla izinhlanga kuwo onke amalungu; lomthaka­
thi oniphethe kengizwe ukuthi iyothi yethwa�a leyonya­
nga 6ekuthiwani. Yeka imihlola ngimfunge uNgenzeni 
kwa6aka6a6a; eseBanganomo kw�lakwaMandlakazi." 

Nempela 6athi ukuphuma noZazini. 
Wasala uMaDu6iyana nendodakazi. Wathi, 
"Nansi imihlola mntanami, uyaca6anga ukuthi kanti 

lesisanusi nga6e yiso lesi esi6ulala umuzi wami. Ukuthi 
nga6e yiso lesi esiletha imihlola lap ha ekhaya?" 

Wathi uN omce6o: 
, "Angimangali yilokho mame. Umtintu weziz\ve anga-· 

ngena kanjani lapha ekhaya - - esithathephi sona isi-
6indi sokuigena lapha ekhaya? Munye umuntu ongena 
lapha ekhaya, kuphela yiso lesisanusi sakho." 

"Mamo", ku6a6aza u,MaDu6iyana. "Akenimuzwe, 
we MaDu6iyana nonke, kanti lesisanusi sifuywe yimi 
yini kanti .. Ngizomxosha kanjani umun.tu engathi ngiga­
na lap ha ekhaya wayehamba kulomuzi? Qha mntanami, 
mhlawumbe uMaphulane uyabeda. Yonke leminyaka 
kade engasishayeli ngani ngezinda6a g;akwami? U6e­
zifihleleni kuze ku6e namuhla, avele ngo6a sesi6ulewe?" 
Uthe ethi useyaphendula uNomce6o, zezwakala izigi 
phandle, wavula uZazini wathi: 

"Uqinisile uMaphulana. Kuthe yena ehamba eyotha­
tha imithi yakhe mina ngacasha ngihambe ngikhokhoBa 
ngaye ngayofika ngakwa6o kaBembesile. Ngi6oneni? 
U6ani lo ohlezi endlini noMaSonkomose uma kungesa­
niisi lesi esizenza umhlo6o walapha ekhaya? Angizwa­
nga, ukuthi 6athini, kwale noma sengithi ngisondele 
ezintihgweni zendlu ngilinga ukulalela. .6e6ekhuluma 
ngamazwi amancane ngango6a ngithe akusizi lutho, 
nga6uya nga6uya nakhu sifika lapha noMaphulana." 

Washo njalo wayengena uMaphulana. 
Wafika nodengezi, walu6eka eziko. Wa6agumulisa, 

waqala ngoZazini wamhla6a izinhlanga, weza kunina 
wamhla6a izinhlanga kuwo wonke amalungu; weza 
kuNomce6o naye wenza kanjalo. Kwathi lapho ese-
qedile wathi, 

"Kangifuni uku6a wena uzisuse lezizikhumba zakho, 
Ungesa6i zise6enzise-nje.. Akukho lutho oluyokwehla-
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kalela ngisho nasemzini· lapho niyoya khona. _ Nanku 
umuthi njalo ufake entanyeni kuthi noma uyaphi 
uhambe nawo; kuthi lapho uzohlangana noBembesile 
uwuphathe esandleni, um6ize ngegama, u6one ukuthi 
kuyogcinaphi." Washo njalo eyinika intombazana 
iqhuzwana elalizolenga kanye no6uhlalu linga6onakali 
kodwa ukuthi lingumuthi. Wayesethatha umuthi omu­
nye ephuma na wo eyowumbela · phandle kwesicaba 
sendlu yakwa.60 Nomce6o, wa6uya omunye wawu6ophe­
zela ezintingweni ezithize endlini. Wayese6anika umu­
thi omunye ogxotshiweyo esethi 6ayophalaza ngawo 
6ageze ngawo kodwa amanzi lawo angcolileyo 6anga­
'wachithi ngaphandle kothango lwendlu, Bawachithe 
ngapha.lrnthi. Wagcina ngokuthi: 

"Lowo ngumuthi wamadlozi." 
Lapha eziko udengezi lwase lu6omvu. Waphendu­

kela kulo wathela umqotho othile womuthi oxutshwe na­
mafutha esilwane, wathi ma6asondele Bonke 6ahogele. 
Nempela 6akwenza lokho. Wayesethi, 

"Qha, ninga6uye nesa6e; kusuka namhlanje nizolala 
uButhongo. Lemithi enginiphatha ngayo yizinsizi zama­
khosi, kakudlal wa ngazo. Selokh u ngafika · kulomhla6a 
ngiyaqala ukuvula izikhwama zami. Nakho ngikweriza 
lokho ngenxa ya6anta6akho MaDu6iyana, ngokwakho 
Wen a nga6e - - - qha. Okunye okuf anele ngikuyale 
ngakho uku6a, uma lesisanusi senu sifika lapha sehla­
kalelwa yinto, wena omunye wa6anta6akho 6ayokwe­
nza-nje. Uthathe uswazi uluphimisele ngamathe usisha­
Y_e kakhulu ekhanda uthi - - - mayivuke inja ! _- -
�1Yovuka sithi ga6avu. fiesenisitshela u·kuthi sikhip_he 
11:1,to embi esiyiphetheyo. Uma ningasheshi ukusivusa 
s1yokufa." 

Washo lokho uMaphulana wavalelisa wahamba 
ephelekezelwa nguZazini. 

Laphaya eziko izimbiza zasezi6ile zaze zaphelelwa 
ngumlilo wazo, kwalala ungwengwezi lomlotha nga­
Ph_ezu kwamalahle. Wasukuma uMaDu6iyana waqonda 
ez1mbizeni wapheka ethi, 

"Angive sengilambile mntanami sekwala noma ngi­
nyakazise imilenze yodwa le." 
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Wathula uNomce6o. Waphaka unina ummbila na­
mathanga, wasondela nakho ekuphethe_ ngesithe6e 
vyakupholisa ukudla ekwenekile. 

W ayesethi uN omce6o: 
"Mame!" 
Wathi unina: 
"Mntanami." 
Wa6uye wathula uNomce6o. Sengathi kukhona aku­

ca6angayo, amehlo akhe agxila esithe6eni sokudla owa­
yezokudla. Wayesethi: 

"Mame, uMaphulana uthi konke lokhu asenzela 
khona ingenxa yami noZazini. Kusho ukuthini lokho?" 

UM:&I)u6iyana wayengathandi uku6a lento umntwana 
ayiEru.ze. Futhi, wayeca6anga ukuthi leyonh_lamvu eku­
khulumeni kukaMaphulana uNomce6o akay16ambanga. 
Kodwa njengo6a uNomce6o eyi6ambile, sekufanele 
manje ayichaze, nanjengo6a uNomce6o akasemntwana 
wokufihlelwa izinto azi6uz�yo. 
· "Uqinisile uMaphulana mntanami", kusho uMaDu6i­
yana. "Kufanele athi uku6a kuya ngokwami 6ekufane­
le angasisizi. Ngesikhathi ngiyintombi ngingakagca­
gceli lapha kuyihlo uMaphulana wake wangi6on� wa­
ngeshela. Kodwa mina ngi6ona isiphoxwan3: _s1dlala 
ngami nezinkomo singenazo, leyonda6a kang1y1shaya: 
nga mkhu6a. Kusukela ngesikhathi sokushada k:Vam1 
uMap·hulana wa6a yisikhonzi salapha ekhaya. Ang1kaze 
ngizwe kuthiwa uyeshela, nomaphi. Ngikhumbula mhla 
ngigcagcayo, Kwathi lapho eqeda ukuthethelela Iona 
owayekhulumela uyihlo, . kwasuka yena . uMaphulana 
Iona wagiya. Kwagcina ngalelolanga uku6a ngim6one 
enguyena, aze akhulume namhlanje - -·- kanti aka­
khohliwe." 

Wathi uNomce6o: 
"Kanti kulungile. fiesengishaywe uvalo ngithi 

magqu6u-mani lawa uMaphulana akhuluma ngawo. 
Emva koku6a ngithole · 1emithi ngizwa umzimba wami 
uthi gidi, ngithola nesi6indi. Kazi umuntu uzolala 
yini." 

Washo njalo wasondela ngasesithe6-eni sokudla wa­
sidonsa, 6adla nonina. Se6eqedile, uNomce6o watha-
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tha amacansi wendlala, nonina wa6uyisela emnyango 
wavala waqinisa. 

Kwadlula izinsuku kuthe nya, lwafika usuku olwa­
lunqunyiwe uku6a kuyofika a6antu 6alande udwendwe 
lwezintombi lapha kwaNxumalo. Ngempela kwathi 
ntambama aqhamuka wona lawomakhehla aseNgome, 
umuntu wa6ona-nje ukuthi namuhla kunamuhla. Kwa­
shona ilanga umusi · usu the mbo sekugingqike izinka6i 
nezimbuzi, kuhlatshiswa izintombi nezinsizwa kuzokusa 
zihamba. Wa6ona phandle kusa ng�kusasa kwenekiwe 
zonke izinto zokuhlo6a lezi zezinsizwa nezezintombi, 
ezinye zithuntuthwa uthuli. Isimame sona sasi6opha 
imithwalo yamadodakazi. 

Kwathi ntambama ngomuso kwa6uthanwa kwaphuma 
imiqhumd lapha kwaNkominophondo, isifazane sesiki­
kiza, kuphuma izintombi. UNomce6o wayekhala, 
kodwa intokazi yakwa6o uBembesile wayename esho 
ehlekisa zonke izintombi ezazimphekezela. 

fiahamba u6usuku 6onke 6ewela imimfula 6eda6rila 
emahlathini kwaze kwa6a phakathi ko6usuku izinsizwa 
zamemeza kwa6aphambili zathi: 

"Khumu madoda, sesimadolo-nzima." 
Nempela kwahlaliwa phansi kwalungiswa kwalalwa. 

Kulalwa-nje amaqembu ma6ili, kuya6onakala ukuthi 
la6a 6akwaNomce6o nala6o 6akwaBembesile kayizwani 
kahle. 

Kwasa 6ahamba laze layoshona amahlathi aseNgome 
Bewakhomba ezintuthwini. Kuthe lapho kuthi hwelele, 
Bahlangana nomshungu wezinsizwa zakwaZulu, zihlome 
ziphelele zidle nezidlukulu, zaphonsa amahawu azo 
anemiBala kwathi lapha ehlombe zagaxa izikhumba 
zengwe zasezifaka amashoBa: Zithe ukuBa zi6a6one 
Zema zonke kungathi zingamashumi amathathu, za6u­
kana nezintombi, zazikhuza zacela utshwala. Zema
izintombi zaziphuzisa izinsizwa za6onga zathi: 
_"Ninga6aphi Bantanethu ni6ahle kangaka?" 

Zangalinda impendulo zashaya amakhwelo zashaya
Utshani, zehla nesigodi zangena indlela yona lena 
0�azini a6a6eze ngayo. £azi6ona zikhwela amagquina
ZihlaBelela ihuBo lezwe lazo zithi: 

I 
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"Inkosi yahlul'izizwe, 
WangifJon'uBambatha, 
SifJashise, ke sizwe, 

Hhe yaye!" .

Zasho izinsizwa zayezayoshona, sekuzwakala kuphela 
"uHhe yaye !" Kwathi ukuBa zidlul_e nehuBo lazo zigu­
Buzelwe ngumnyama wathi uZazini kowaBo: 

"Wo madoda, niyalizwa igama lezinsizwa zakwa­
Zulu? Sekuyezwakala ukuthi sesifike kwelomdaBu. 
Kusephuzela izinwele noma uzwa izinsizwa zi6ingelela 
izintombi ziphungula utshwala Bethu emagoBongweni, 
kusuke kuBe mnandi khona lokho kungafiki mona." 

Wathi omunye, 
"Nami. ngizithandile lezizinsizwa. Igosa lazo kuBe 

sengathi ngake ngaliBona, kodwa ngeke ngisho ukuthi 
ngaliBonaphi." 

Omunye futhi athi: 
"Hhayike lapho uyaphosisa. Uthi kungathi kulo­

mhlaBa lapha singeze ngafika nakhona uthi ungazi 
umuntu noma yena angazi wena ?" 

fiaseBehleka Bonke indaBa isiphela khona lapho. 
Umnyama wasondela, Baqala ukuBasa umlilo amaqoqo 
ngamaqoqo. Eqoqweni lezintombi zikaNomceBo kwa­
kukhona amagagu angesiwo amagagu okukhuluma 
kodwa amagagu okuhaya ingoma. Kwathi umlilo usu­
mnandi izinsizwa zixoxa ezazo izindaBa zezwa ihuBo 
sezilokhele izintokazi, kodwa lingakavuthwa kahle 
kufumaniseka ukuthi ziyalixhuma izigaBa ngezigaBa 
zalo njengoBa zilizwile. Kwaya ngokuya, lavuthwa, 
izinsizwa zalilalela zezwa lithi: 

"lnkosi yahlul'izizwe." 

kuthi ingani seBeyi6ambite leyonhlansi BaBuye Bayiyl;!ke 
Baqale okunye, Baphikisane, omunye athi, 

"Eya, sukani lapha, niyabimba nina lapho." fieseku­
hlekwa, uzwe seBeyixhuma inhlansi yesiBili ize iyume 
Bathi, 

"W angifJon' uB ambatha." 

BaBuye BaxaBane Bodwa. Laphaya Balihaya njalo ihuBo 
aBanye Bosa inyama Bosela aBafowaBo, aBanye Bosa 
ummbila Ba wuletha kuBafowaBo, kuyakhulunywa kuya-
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hlekwa khona lapho, Bayayixhuma enye inhlamvu ye­
huBo seBefike lapho kuthi 

"SifJashise ke sizwe." 

Se6eyehluleka ukuxhuma inhlam�u . yokugcina _oku­
yiyona eshiwo ngamaqhawe nezms1zwa. fiahqala
phansi manje lelihuBo Balihaya, _ laze l�vutha lerr:uke­
lwa nayizinsizwa zihulula ummb1la, zahshaya sez1f �ka
nokwazo lokhu phela aBaQulusi Bangama��gu nonma
waBo uMnkaBayi owaBakhayo waBenza 1sizwe naye
wayeligagu. 

Izinsizwa zayixhuma inhlansi yokugcina wezwa se-
zithi, 

"Hhe yaye!" 

Kwathi ingani iButho likaBembesile Belinga!lake lutho. 
lidliwa ukuzithwala ngoBa nakhu phela Iona hphekezela 
inkosazana ezogcwalisa isiBaya, nalo laze lathathe_ka 
lavuma lelihuBo· aBalizwe lihutshwa yizinsizwa. fiaso­
ndelana Baze Botha mlilweni-munye Bayihaya lengoma, 
aBanye eButhweni likaNomceBo Baqala �kusina B�n�a­
nake lutho nge6utho likaBembesile o.kuy1lona elahz1s0-
ndeze eduze naBo. Kwezwakala ezigodini amazwi aB�­
silisa nesifazane BeBumbene Behaya kanyekanye Beth1: 

'"lnkosi yahlul'izizwe, 
WangifJon'uBambatha, 
SifJashise, ke sizwe, 

Hhe yaye!" 

Walithanda lelihuBo uNomceBo naye ekhwahlazela 
ngezikhumba zemf ene wan gen a phakathi kwentsha 
eyayimphekezela wasina, enamile njengaBo Bonke. 

Kuthe lapho sekuyolalwa uNomceBo wasondela ku­
nmgane wakhe uN omanzi okunguyena owayelokhu. 
emeshelela umfowaBo kodwa uNomceBo indaBa enje­
ngaleyo ·engayingeni. Kuthe lapho seBehlezi ndawonye 
wathi uNomceBo: 

"N omanzi, ngiyahamba ngiyakogcagcela kulenkos1. 
Rodwa noma kuyinkosi, kangiyithandi." . . "Ungasho kanjani ukuthi indodana yenkos1 kawuy1-
thandi?" Kusho uN omanzi. "Konj e kunj alo l�pha;
emhlaBeni · aBazalelwe inhlanhla yiBona aBangay1Bom 
futhi kaBayithandi lapho isondela kuBona." 
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. "Usho 1;1kuthini uma ukhuluma ngenhlanhla lokhu
mhlanhla_ 1tholakala yonke inda wo?" Ku Buza uN omce-
60. "Thma esizalwa emizini lapho uzwa a6antu Bethi
- - nkosazana, nkosazana, kuyasinenga ngisho na­
lo½}io uma ku�g�kuletheli intokozo emphefumulweni." 

Usho ngam? Ku6uza uNomanzi 
"Yinike yona lena uku6a sithi siza

.
lw,a ndodanye no­

da�ewethu uBembesile ko.dwa singaphathani kahle?" 
Y�B?, kambe, lento yenu isukaphi?" Ku6uza uNo­

�anz1. Naw� ngenxa Y?kumesa6a usuzigu6uzele nge­
z1khumba zez1lonyana ezmomnyama njengalezi zemfene 
- - kod wa uzenzelani isilima?"

:'Angiso�a isilima, Nomanzi, kodwa engikwenzayo
ng1yakwaz1. UBembesile lo, myeke azenzele akutha­
·n_dayo kusengaye nani_ni lokhqkusina kwakhe kuyo6a 

nephethelo kume ku61zwe a6anye Basine enkundleni 
ya�he. Konke lokhu ukwenza ngo6a ethembe isanusi 
les!ya. o6�lokhu nawe usi6ona sivakasha kwethu. Yiso
les,1, esm_g1_thela ngomnyama sengize ngacishe ukufa-nje." 

Uthm1 N omce6o na?" 
"Ngiqinisile." 
�ak�uluma uN omce6o emchazela yonke into lesisa­

nu�1 es1menz'.1 yona wayesethi uNomce6o kuNomanzi: 
Ehhe, _ng1yaya khona kwankosi lapha kodwa umqo­

nd? wam1 kaw1;1ngitsheli ��izohlala khona ngigcagce 
ngi6e u�kank�s1. Sengath1 1khona into ezokwehlakala 

no�a ngmgagc'.'1-�ca kodwa kangiyukugcina khona."
Usho ukuthm1 nxa usho njalo Nomce6o?" 

"_Impela ngiqinisil�. Ngi6e ngiyalale ngi6one umuntu 
oth1le emuka nam1. Lomuntu kangimazi uzifihlile" 
kusho uNomce5o. · ' 

"Uk�oria yini umuntu ngaphandle komfowethu owake 
wakum1sa ka6ana?" 

:'Qha akakho umuntu owake wangimisa ka5i. Kodwa 

ng1yasola sengathi ukhona, uyakhumbula lowayamuntu 
owake wadlula kwethu eqhamuka ekuse5enzeni wafike 
wagula egulela kwethu?" 

Wathi uNomanzi ephendula uNomce6o: 
'.'.Ngimkhumbula noma ngingemkhombe e6.usweni." 

, 
Uyenamuntu �wake wangikhulumisa inhliziyo yami

J age5a kodwa nJengo5a engumuntu wezizwe ngiyazi 
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kwaphela, kwaphela kuyena kodwa mina kangikakho­
hlwa nguyena. Wayethe uyo5uya ngelinye ilanga azo­
ngilanda kodwa nakhu kuze ku5e namuhla. Namhla 

ngihamba ngiyoshadela lapho ngangingaqonde ukusha­
dela khona." Kusho uNomce5o. 

"Akusasizi ngo5a noma ethanda akasenakwenza
lutho endodaneni yenkosi", kukhuluma uN omanzi elinga 

ukudambisa inhliziyo kaNomce6o. Wayesethi uNomcebo,
"Ulilalelisisile ihu5o e5elihtitshwa yilezizinsizwa ezi­

dlule lap ha zakwaZulu?" 
"Ye5o ngililalelisisile. Ingani yimina engithe masili­

haye size sisine ngal�kosi lapho sekuphuma wena ?"
"Kanti uwena Nomanzi? Hawu lihle lico5e inhliziyo

lingene npengoju lungenamphimbo. Sengathi umuntu
angalokhu elizwa. 

"Uqinisile N omce5o ngiyavuma." 
"Kodwa mhlawumbe kawulizwanga k;lhle njengami.

Sengathi ikhona into ephakathi kwami nalelohu5o No­
·manzi. Sengathi ikhona into engi5ophezela kulo ngili­
thande inhliziyo yami igxile kulo. Akwenziwa ngo5a 

phakathi kwalezizinsizwa ezidlule lapha kukhona ethe
mayifane noMalambule." 

"U5ani uMalambule? Limnandi lelogama sengathi
eleqhawe. Ye5o, awuzwe noma umuntu eli5iza - -
'Malambule !' Hawu limnandi Nomce6o. Kodwa u5ani
yena lo?" 

"UMalambule?" seku5uza uN omce5o ezi6uzisa.
"UMalambule yiyona lensizwa eyadlula kithi, yagula 

yayisiphila isidlulela phambili kwelaku5o. Yathi ku5o
kungasoThukela kodwa hhayi kude kakhulu naseNka­
ndla. Impel a enye yezinsizwa kulezi. ezidlule kithina 

lapha inhliziyo yami ingitshela ukuthi inguMalambule.
Awubeke nokuhlo5a kwazo. Kwelakithi izinsizwa. kazi­
vunuli kanjena. Nokwesa5eka kwazo zithi ·Zulu." 

"Pho ngaseku5e Bayaphi?" Ku5uza uNomanzi. 
"Uma kuyi6ona anginga5azi 5athi 5alande mina. Qha 

kodwa lokhu akunakwenzeka ugubeda-nje. Masilale
sekuhlwile. Awubeke sekuyithina sodwa esingakalali."

Kwathi lapho 5ebeka amacala onke, 5afumanisa 

Bonke a5ahamba na5o se5elele a5anye se5ehonqa.
Phakathi 'komnyama kwaku6onakala umlilo ulokoza
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kude ezintaBeni kuyiwona wodwa umli-lo owawukhombi­
sa ukuthi laphaya nalaphaya kukhona umuzi. Umoya 
wolwandle ophephetha njalo ezweni lakwaZulu, wawu­
shaya sengathi yisivunguvungu, uletha emakhaleni aBo 
iphunga lamakhaBe asevutqiwe ezifeni nasemasimini · 
·awomame; kwenye inkathi kwakunuka nephunga le­
minduze nelikamakhonjana okhula emaxhaphozini. 
Inkunzi endala yedwi yayiklaklaBuka enzansi nommfula 
sengathi iyasola omkayo aBayiphathelanga ukudla. 
Lomoya wolwandle uBumnandi Bawo nxa wake wawu­
zwa kuBa sengathi amathongo aphephetha umhlaBa 
axosha· okuBi ngoBa noma izulu selihlomele ukuduma, 
_umBani seliwuphonsa enhla nasenzansi nxa kuqhamuka 
lomoya wolwandle konke kuyahlakazeka kushaBalale. 
Pho, singamangala kanjani uma kwathi lowomoya usu­
shaya Bonke Balala Bafikelwa uButhongo oBumangalisa­
yo, Bethuka ngoBa sekusile, sekukhanya ikhwezi enzansi. 
· fiavuka Bahamba. fiahamba, Baharnba, Bahamba,
kwathi lapho ilanga selishisa amakhehla awukhomba
umuzi wenkosi kudanyana, ayesethi:

"Ninake aninakungena ekhaya. Nizohlala khona 
lapha nize ni6izwe kusihlwa seniyonikezwa izindlu eni­
zongenisa kuzona. 

Asho njalo amakhehla ehamba. 
Ekufikeni kwawo kwankosi naBo Base kade BeluBonile 

udwendwe seBethukile sekuyaluza lapha ekhaya seku­
khethwe nezinsizwa ezizohamba zilande udwendwe 
zilungenise · ezindlini zalo. Izinkomo ezazizoshaywa 
zihlatshiswe aBasemzini nazo zasezikhethiwe. Kodwa 
inye into eyayiphethe kaBi wonke umuntu sengathi 
kuzokwehlakala okuBi uma lentombi egqoke iziknumba 
ifunyaniswa inesici ngoBa aBanumzane laBa BaBezoBu­
lawa. 

Kuthe ukuBa umthimba ungene egcekeni lapho uzo­
ngenisa khona kwaya inkosi uqoBo lwayo namakhosi­
kazi, onina Bomfana BezoBuka lezizintombi ezimbili 
ezazizogana lapha ekhaya. fiafika Bamukha uBembe­
sile, Bamthanda Bonke Bethi: 

"Weu, cha, kukhethiweke lapha, intombi ngempela." 
fiaguquka Beza kuNomceBo BamBona efihlwe yizi­

khumba lezi zemfene, inkosi yeza kuye yatlii: 
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"Mntanami ngi�ela ukukuBona." 
"Qha, wena waPhakathi",. kusho u�?mceBo ngalo

izwi lakhe lokuzithoBa, "kang1Bukh6J?b1s1 muntu u6us�
Bami. Ngiyokuzembula kusasa ekusem �ek:1zogcag_cwa. 

Yehluleka inly>si· uku6a i:1genzenJam, yap�mdela
emuva idumele. Yaxoxwa mda6a kamakoth1 lenai
iningi liBaBaza uBuhle BukaBembesile a6anye Beth1
umhlola Iona ukuBa intombi inqaBe ukwambula u6uso
6ayo.-

Kuthe ekuseni ngakusasa mhla kuzogcagcwa zaphu:
ma zonke izintombi zay� emmfuleni zahlukana futh1
ngezigaBa zazo, esikaBembesile sayog�za ��ela:so
izi6uko nesikaNomceBo naso saya kwelmye 1z16uko.
UNomc�Bo waya phansi kwedwala elikhulu lap�o kwa:
kumile izindoni zigcwele umuthi omkhulu. Izmtomb1
zaphangelana ziyodla izindoni. NoNomceBo naye wa­
landela inhliziyo yakhe yenamile kodwa eshaywa uvalo
lokuBa namuhla ushiya. unina noyise. · Kuthe ukuBa
6azidle izindoni BaseBehlela emanzini Bebukuda. UNo­
mce6o wazitshinga phansi izikhumba, watshela omunye
wamantombazane akhe wathi makaziBophele itshe eli­
sindayo azicwilise emanzini zishone phansi. �as_eBe­
ngena empahleni Bethi slii. UBuhlal� BaB�d_lan_a 1_rr:1Iala

· ezintombini zaBaQulusi, zi6ugqoke z16uteb1sile 1miz1mba
.. zikhombisa ngayo khona kuzothiwa: 

"UyayiBona leyaya, wethu? W o, yaze yanhle."
Omame uBaBone Bedlula eduze kwazo khona Bezokhetha
Bekhethela amadodana a Bo uBezwe Bethi: 

"Lidia lilodwana BantaBami." 
Ngempela zakhuphuka izintombi emmfuleni amehlo

onke lapha ekhaya ayebeke lentombi ekade izifihlile. 
Kuthe esegqokile uNomceBo ontangayakhe Barna

BamBuka esephethe isinqindi somkhonto azosina ngaso,
ebince izintambo zoBuhlalu, oBumhlophe okhalo, waye­
sezibincisa isidwaBa senkonkoni. Wathi Iona owaye-
zommisa: 

"Hawu NomceBo waze wamuhle ! Kazi kuzothiwani
njengo6a uzomedlula· uBembesile. Hawu waze wa-
muhle, niyangiBonisa-nje Bandla !" · · 

Eza amanye amantombazana azomBaBaza uN �mce6o,
emlungisa yonke imvunulo yakh� ethokoza kuth1 maka-
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ziBulale nxa e6ona uNomce6o emuhle kangaka. Aye­
semthatha amantombazana em6eka phambili uku6a 
awahole, aqala uktihaya ihu6o lawo elaliletha umunyu 
ngo6a amantombazana ayazi ukuthi avalelisa umngane 
wawo nokuthi namhla kuphelile ukuqa ayotshakadula 
na6o azenamise njenga6o, noku6a 6azomlahla emzini 
a6angazi noku6a uzothokoza yini kuwona. 

Kuthe emasangweni 6ahlangana ne6utho likaBembe­
sile naye ehamba elihola egqokile econsa ehambela 
phezulu ngo6a azi ukuthi unqo6ile, kiwa6a nguyena 
owakhanga amehlo ezi6ukeli esangweni zasho zathi: 

"Iyo lentombi efike yasincama izolo. W o, umntwana 
wenkosi uthathile. £onke 6amshayela ihlombe 6amja-
6ulela wadlula. 

_Amehlo a6antu a6uye akhangwa yileli6utho elizayo
ehholwa nguNomce6o lihambe lihaya ihu6o lalo linga­
nake muntu. Kwathi lapho eseqhamuka o6ala uNomce-
60 kwahwaza yonke inclawo, na6a6ephethe amago6o­
ngo otshwala 6awathi fuqa plrnnsi 6anikela esangweni 
uku6ona isimanga sikamakothi ofaka izikhumba zemfe-
ue. Kod wa 6a6onani ! Wezwa 6onke 6ethi: 

"Yanhle intombi yomuntu ! Yilanga uqh6o lwalo. 
Kodwa ukhona umuntu owake wa6amuhle kanje e:m.hla-
6eni !" 

. £asondela, 6onke, isimame sesingakikizi sesithi mhlola, 
s1shanela amagceke ngeziphuku zaso, kwathi nala6a 

. a6a6ekikizelela uBembesile 6a6uya manje 6ezwa lesi­
saho· emva kwa6o, na6o umlomo 6angawuvala 6e6ona 
uNomce6o. 

Kuthe lapho inkosi isi6a6ona omakothi 6endoda�a 
yayo, yasondela eduze kuNomce6o ihamba nezinduna 
zayo namakhehla lawa okuyiwona akhetha uBembesile 
noN o ce6o, yathi emakhehle11i: 

"Ukuze nikhombise ukuh.lakanipha no6udoda 6enu, 
u�?mce�o muhl� �gaphezu kokuthini. Kuhle niye endle
n�f1ke . mshaye 1zmkomo zekhethelo namaduna inga6i
61kho mkomo endala phakathi kwazo, niziyise kuNkomi­
nophondo zilo6ole lomntwana wakhe. Amashumi ama­
Bili lawa a6alwayo kuqala anele uku6a alo6ole uBeinbe­
sile. UNomce6o akufanele alotsholwe ngenani elake 
lalo6ola noma yip hi intombi yenkosi .kulomhla6a." 
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Kwenziwa njengokuyala kwenkosi izinkomo lez_o za:
shaywa zaqhutshwa. zihamba nezinsizwa �n_g�s.aJa6uli
uZazini, ngo6a sengathi isag� sa6adala s1qm1s1le nxa
6ethi: 

"Isina muva liya6ukwa ." 
Kwathi lapho seziphuma izinsizwa zalithatha ihu6o

leli ezalizwa endleleni sezi6ongela uNomce6o naye
esesina phakathi kwentsha yakuBo esesinela okokugcina
wezwa zithi: 

"Inkosi yahlui'izizive, 
Wangif;Jon'uBambatha, 
Sif;Jashise, ke sizive, 

Hhe yaye!" 

Amakhehla ayelalele aBukana ukuthi leligama lisho
ukuthini lokhu uBambatha Bayamazi. Kodwa lokho
kwaBuy� kwakhohleka ingoma isimnandi. 

I SAHLUKO VIII. 

Evuka kwaMagwaza · Japho wayelele khona uMala­
mbule naBanumzane laBa aBaBili wahamba ngesokusa 
wayewawela iMfolozi emhlop?e wadaBula am�hlathi 
nemifudlana wafika eMfoloz1 emnyama way1welela 
ngaseduze kwamanxiwa oMgungundlovu inxiwa elidala 
lomuzi kaDingana: lapho kwaBulawela khona amaQa­
dasi; lapho oNdlela kaSompisi BaBe_yizindu_na z�kaZulu
wonke uphelele; lapho isigodlo sezmtoka�1 sa�1�uthwe 
phansi kukaBibi kaSompisi; lapho kuth1wa 1zmduku 
zakhona zazi6omvu. Hhayi loMgungundlovu waBelungu 
ongaseMkhambathini njengoBa aBanye Bethu seBedideka 
- - qha. Ngisho uMgungundlovu omdala kaZulu owa­
wuphethwe amakhosi namaqhawe lapho amandla ka­
Zulu awohlokela khona. 

LoMgungundlovu waseNatali into yanamuhla eqanjwe 
njengesikhumbuziso somuzi omdala wakwaZulu. UMa­
lambule wadlula lapha walala emzaneni othize. Kwasa 
ewela uMhlathuze esemadolo alula·, wafika ekhaya 
eduze kwaseNkandla ngasoThukela. 

Izwe Ialilihle liBukeka, konke kumnandi. Unina wa­
thokoza kakhulu ukumBona noyise wamja6ulela nge-
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mpela. Kuthe esehlale izinsukwana :wa5iza umfowa5o 
uChithumuzi kanye na5anye ngesikhathi sokuxoxa 
inda5a usethi: 

"fiafowethu ningi5uze ukuthi kangithathi ngani nje­
ngo5a sengimdala futhi izinkomo nginazo." 

Wathi uChithurirnzi: 
"N empela mfowethu thina sesithathile. Mina ukufika 

lap ha ngathatha, nomfowethu Iona. uQethuka naye se­
wathatha." 

"Niqinisile, uma nisho njalo", kusho 1,1Malambule. 
"Kodwa isizathu sami sinye soku5a ngingathatheli 
izinto phezulu." 

"Ngaseku5e yini?" Ku5uza uQethuka. 
"Inda5a yami ilukhuni. Ngifuna okokuqala kesikho­

mbise ukuthi singamaqhawe. U5uqhawe yinto engasazi­
wa lapha kwelakithi." Kusho uMalambule e5a5uka 
5onke. Kwafumaniseka ukuthi a5afowa5o 5ayamthanda 
futhi 5ayamhlonipha ngo5a naye waye5ahlonipha. Wa-
5uza uChithum1,1zi wathi: 

"U5uqhawe singa5ukhombisa kanjani mfowethu? 
Wadlala ngokukhuluma phela wena izwe selafa?" 

Wa5uza uMalambule wathi: 
"Konje ezinsukwini ez-indala uma kuzwakala ukuthi

kukhona umuntu ofuye izinkomo ezinlile esifundeni esi­
thile okungesona esakini kwakuyekwenziweni?" 

W athi omunye wa5afowa5o: 
"Zaziye zidliwe, uma 5enenkani 5afike 5azozilanda, 

uma 5engamagwala ku5e zidliwe njalo." 
"Uqinisile ufiangani, ngiyamvumela", kusho omunye.
Wayesethi uMa-lambule e5ona ukuthi umqondo wakhe

_ 5ayawulandela: ' 
"Pho kungenziwa njani um.a mina ngi5one izinkomo

ezinjalo emazweni akude. Zingedliwe?" 
Waphendula omunye wa5afowa5o uMasimini wathi:
"Qha lapho mfowethu ngo5a i:z;we kakusesilo elethu;

seladliwa nga5elungu, nga5e siziholela amanzi ngo­
msele. Inye into _namuhla ephangwa iphangeke 
ngo5a inezinyawo zayo nekhanda Jayo nomqondo wo­
kuzinqumela "?" 

fiathi a5anye : 
"Yini yona leyo?" 
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"In tom bi", kusho uMasimini. . "Ushaya emhloleni", kusho uMalambule. Ng1zo6uz� 
um5uzo. Njengo5a niyizinsizwa zika5a5a ozalwa y1-
qhawe no5a5amkhulu 5a5eng�maqhawe _ningan�iphe: kezela siyesifike emzaneni oth1ze s1lande 1htomb1 yam1 
khona siyithumbe siyilethe lap ha?" 

Wathi ·uChithumuzi: 
"Thina mfowethu kasicushwa. Wena mhlawumbe 

ukhuluma into oyica5angelayo ipl)elele khona lapho. 
Thina sikhuluma kwenzeke. Iphi lapho ikhona leyo­
ntombi?" 

"Musani ukuthathela phezulu ngo5a funa kanti mhla­
wumbe kulukhuni", kusho uMalambule. 

"Ehhe, nempela kulukhuni uku5a singaya ngo5a 
mhlawumbe kanti kukude. Futhi nizwile ukuthi u5�5a 
uthe uzovakashela inkosi uSigananda ake ayozwa lezi­
zinda5a ezigcwele umhla5a." Kusho uQethuka. "Eku­
hambeni kwakhe uthe uzothatha wena mnew,ethu", 
washo ekhomba uMalambule. 

"Futhi angi5oni ukuthi wena ungahamba kanjani 
njengo5a ungakaphumuli-nje. Thina sihlala ekhaya 
njalo sinamandla, _inda5a kayinawe ngo5a wena u:11a 
uhamba funa uyilethele umnyama. Kuhle kuphume thma 
silande -intombi leyo noma iphi", kusho uChi\�umuzi. 

"Noma ninga5a ngamaqhawe madoda kodwa intombi 
niyoyi5ona kanjani nomuzi wakwa5o niwu5one ka:
njani?" Ku Buza uMalambule ngo5a yena wayenga,5om 
ukuthi a5afowa5o 5angahamba kanjani 5odwana 5aye­
Bafike kude kangaka eDumbe ngaphandle kwakhe. 
Kodwa wa6uye wakhumbula ukuthi akuye:µa yedwa 
oyaziyo indlela yaseBabatini.. Na5afowa6o laBa naBo 
se6eke5aya eBabatini nakwezinye izindawo. Noma mhla­
wumbe 5engazange Balale kuBo kaNomce5o kodwa 
mhlawumbe Bayawazi umuzi wakhona uma umuntu 
eBay ale la Bang a wu5ona. Wayesethi: 

"Sengikhumbule. A5anye Benu Bake Baye eBabatini. 
Nifike nilalephi uma nidlula eDumbe?" .

"Silala emizini eminingi, leyo esihlwelwa ku.yona s16e 
sesiyangena njalo. Kodwa mhlawumbe uma uyi5ala 
eminye yalemizi singayazi", kusho uQethuka. 
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"Qha, kasizuqandelisana ngemizi singathethi-macala. 
Mina ngiqondise emzini wakwaNxumalo, kaNkomino­
phondo. Kufanele nimazi ngo6a umnumzane odumileyo 
kulelozwe", kukhuluma uMalambule. 

"Pho singayazi kanjani intombi ezintombini eziningi 
na ?" ku6uza uMasimini. 

"Likhona isu engashiya ngilakhile. Niya6ona kulowo­
muzi kuhlala isiphoxwana sendoda. Kodwa ningaca,6a­
ngi ukuthi yisiphoxo ngempela ngo6a uzenza isiphoxo­
nje lomuntu. Ngathi kuyena ngiyofika ngihlale phezu 
kwegquma elibekene nomuzi ngaseningizimu. Lapho 
sekushona ilanga nomnyama usn6uyisile ngathi kuyena 
ngiyo6asa umlilo egqumeni lelo 6esengibeka lapha 
ekhaya ukuthi impendulo ngiyayithola yini. Naye 
uyo6asa umlilo wezi6i sengathi ushisa ama6i6i. .6,ese­
ngehla ngiza kuye. Kodwa uma ewu6ase umlilo wezi6i 
wawucima, ko6e kusho ukuthi yena uza kimina.'-' Ku­
khuluma uMalambule. 

A6esethatha uChithumuzi athi: 
"Kade ngithule-nje kade ngica6anga ukuthi konje 

lomuzi enikhuluma ngawo nga6e yimuphi. Sengiwu60-
1lile manje. Awusho wona Iona onezindlu eziyisihlanu, 
11amakhosikazi ama,thathu; kodwa inkosikazi yona ina­
Bantwana ngithi 6a6ili, intombi nomfana. Komunye 
umuzi fu�i' kukhona intombi inhle nayo isukile-nje 
ina6afowa6o. Nesiphoxo leso ngiyasi6ona. Negama 
laso nan ti lingithi phecekezi, konj"e 6athi u6ani 6andla?" 

Athi uMasimini: 
"Sengathi uMaphalana, angikhumbuli kahle kod�a." 
"Hhayi uMaphuhlane", kusho uQethuka. 
"Niyaphosisa nonke, igama laso uMaphulane. Ucishe 

walithola uMasimini. Akusekhoke okunye." 
"Pho siyofika senze njani, lokhu asiqhu6i nazinkomo-

1ije ?" ku6uza .uQethuka. 
"Izinkomo zani, lokhu inda6a isiqediwe. Kanti siya­

kolo6ola noma siyakophanga? Niyangehlula nina", 
kusho uChithumuzi. 

Wahlakazeka umhlangano wezinsizwa ngokunquma 
ilanga lokusuka ku6angwe eDumbe. Imimoya ya6antu 
yayigcwele inda6a yemali yamakhanda. Izinsizwa lezi 
zazithokoza uku6a zihambe ngo6a zasezazi ukuthi 
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I 
inkosi yazo ikhiphe isinqumo yathi akukho muntu kwe­
sayo isifunda oyokhipha imali yamakhanda, okungcono 
kuchitheke igazi. 

Emva kwezinsukwana zasuka izinsizwa zaqonda 
eDumbe, zaphuma ngehu6o ezalizwa kwaNtunjambili 
kusinwa kuthiwa: 

· "lnlcosi yahlul'izizwe,
WangifJon'uBambatha,

I SifJashise, lee sizwe,
Hhe yai)e!" 

. Zaphuma izinsizwa, 6aphuma onina 6azi6ukela zi­
phuma, zilande uNomce6o kaNkominophondo. 

Kuthe· ngaku·sasa 6esohanjeni lwa6o lathi liyoshona 
6ahlangana nesicheme sezintombi sengathi siya em6o­
ndweni, 6azikhuza impisi Berna phambi kwazo 6acela 
utshwala. Zama izintombi nezinsizwa zama, zaphungu­
la emago6ongweni ezintombini. Wayesethi uChithu­
muzi: 

".6afowethu singa6e sisa6a6uza ukuthi ngelamani? 
� oma ngelamadoda noma ngela6afazi na?"

Wathi uMasimini:
"Qha 6afowethu leyonda6a kayilungile senifuna uku­

zithela ngamashwa, kodwa ani6oni yini nokuthi 6a­
hamba nesangoma nasiya sifake izikhumba?" 

Washo njalo maqede, 6a6onga 6angena indlela, yi6o 
la6aya 6ekhwela inta6a, uQethuka wasewaliqala ihu6o 
la6o lokuphuma ekhaya, 6alihaya 6awela ummfula 6a­
shona ezigodini, 6aye 6alala ngasemizini eseduze . .6athi 
ukuzi6ika umnumzane wa6ahla6isa imbuzi 6alala, 6e­
thokozile ngempela, wayesethi njengo6a ilanga li6i 
liyashisa 6angasuka emini 6angene eDumbe liyoshona. 
NaBo Bavuma. 

Emini yangakusasa 6aphuma 6ahamba Bengatsheli 
rnuntu ukuthi yini a6ayilanda eDumbe kuthi noma Be­
Buzwa 6athi Bathunywe yinkosi yaku6o. Endleleni 
lapho amagquma as,eDumbe esevele o6ala nalelogquma 
a6azo6asa umlilo kulo seli6onakala wathi uChithumuzi 
ku6afowa6o: 

"Sengi6one elinye isu mina. Niya6a6ona a6antu kuzo 
Zonke izindawo esidlula kuzo ukuthi 6ahlalele phezulu 
ngemali yamakhanda? Nathi njengo6a sihamba-nje 

•
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seng·athi sithuriywe nguHulumeni uku5a sizwe imimoya 
ya5antu ngaloluda5a. fiayakholwa ngempela uku5a 
sithunywe yinkosi." 

Wathi uQethuka: 
"Uqinisile mfowethu. Kodwa ikhona indawo lapho 

si<llule khona eQhudeni umuzi wakwaSithole. Noma 
ngingakhumbuli kahle umnumzahe wakhona. Kuthe 
lapho sithi sithunywe yinkosi yakithi uSigananda wasi­
bekisisa, kodwa wa5uye wathi, singa5afana. U'kuthi 
singa5afana lokhu kusho ukutl'lini?" 

Ufiangani wathi: 
"Phela kithi akwenzeki uku5a inkosi ithume izinsizwa 

uma ithumela inda5a ethile komunye · umhla-Ba. Ku­
thunywa amadoda.' 

"Futhi ni5onile-nje ukuthi kuthe lapho sihaya ihu5o 
lethu sesiphuma sisho -sithi, 

"Inkosi yahlul'izizwe, 
WangilJon'uBambatha, 

·sitJashise, ke sizwe,
Hhe yaye!" 

waphuma phandle wasiqhwe5a sengathi ikhona into 
afuna ukuyikhuluma nathi kodwa· thina kasitnnakanga 
sihambe saqhu5ekela phambili? Ikhona inda5a enalo-
mnumzane", kukhuluma uMasimini. 

, fiakhuluma Bonke-nje uthu1e uChithumuzi uca5anga 
elakhe isu ngenda5a yoku5uya noNomce5o. Kodwa 
kuthe lapho se5ethinta lomnumzane wakwaSithole 
eQhudeni wa5uza wathi: 

. "Nithi lomnumzane ngowaphi?" 
Wathi uMasimini, 
"NgowakwaSithole." 
"Nguyena lomuntu okuxoxwa ngaye yonke indawo 

·kwaZulu nasesilungwini ukuthi kade eyinhloko enkulu
yamaBunu; riguyena owaziyo kakhulu ngezibamu no­
kuthi uma kuke kwatholwa yena kunga5e. ngempela
imali yamakhanda kayisathelwanga naphakade. Ngu­
yena Iona u5a5a nenkosi uSigananda a5a5exoxa ngaye
mhla sinqa5a ukuthela i�ali- ,yamakhanda eMpanza.
Nguyena Iona uChakijana kaGezjndaka wakwaSithole."

£ase5emangala a5anye Bathi: 

• 
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"Uthi kodwa kunga5a nguyena owace5isa amaNgisi 
wawakhombisa izidinsi zemali yamaBunu, kanye nezi­
bamu nombayimbayi?" 

Wathi uChithumuzi: 
"Akasekho omunye nguye Iona. Wo ! Kwa5aku5i 

ngo5a lenda5a siyi5ona lapha. EQhudeni kuphi silapha­
nje? fiengiyomtshela ukuthi uyadingeka komkhulu.
Qha akusenacala." 

· · 

fiakhulama njalo se5esondele uku5a Bafike kulelo­
gquma a5azoma kulo -6anga5e Besadlula, lap ho 5ezo5asa 
khona umlilo wokukhombisa uMaphulana ukuthi se5e­
fikile. .qangenisa emmfuleni Bahlala khona ngo5a funa 
6a6onwe nga'Bantu 6ethuke ukuthi lesisixuku sezinsizwa 
sihlomile-nje ngaBe sizokwenzani kulomhlaBa. Waye­
seBatshela uChithumuzi ngesu lakhe aBethe uselitholile. 
Wathi yena kufanele BangawuBasi umlilo, yena luqoBo 
lwakhe uzo}:lamba aye ·angene kulomvzi aBe ngumuntu 
wokuhamba indaBa yonke ayihlole ngoMaph_ulana, 
ngoBa uma BeBasa umlilo egqumeni a5antu Bazokuwu­
Bona, Bathi umlilo wempi njengo-Ba impi kuphela okuthi 
lapho ingenise khorta i5ase amakloBa omlilo. fiathula 
Bemlalele a5afowaBo Bengaphenduli. fiagcina ngokum-
vumela. 
Nempela kwasekumnyama, wayingena indlela uChithu­

muzi kwathi aBantu Bengaka_lali kungakahlwi ngoku­
phelele impela wayesondela emzini kaNkominophondo. 
Engakangeni wahlangatshezwa ngumfanyana wathi 
kuye: 

"UMaphulana uthi woza kuyena ulandele mina unga­
khulumisi muntu." 

Kwatlii lapho emBuka lomfanyana uChithumuzi warn­
Bona ukuthi umfana owalusayo ngo5a imilenzana lena 
Yayigcwele udaka, konke emhlane lapha kwakungathi 
kade kuzihuqa ngensizi, ku5ukeka kuluphumpusana · 
lomfana kodwa kuhlakaniphile kuyingqeqe. Kwamhola 
UChithumuzi kwaye kwangena n_aye endlwaneni eyayi­
ngelutho, phakathi ku5onakala sengathi akukho muntu. 
RwakumBeka lokhu okungumfana kwaphuma. Kuthe 
ku5uya kwaku5uya neziBi nezinswani nelahle lomlilo 
kwayala umnyango kwa5asa. Lapha endlini kwaBophana 
Umusi kwathula kwathi qu wanga5anamandla nawoku-
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phefumula uChithumuzi wathi uyakhwehlela kwangam­
siza lutho. Kuthe ngesikade wavuleka umnyango kwa­
ngena indojeyana igaxe isikhwama hlombe yathi: 

"Hawu mfana, kawuvuli ngani emny,ango lokhu umusi 
usungaka njena ?" Washo njalo ewuvula umnyango. 

Umfana waziphendulela w.athi, 
"Ingani uwena othe ngiqaphele lomuntu angaBonwa 

muntu, ngakhoke ngisuke mina ngavala emnyango." 
Wangena wangahlala phansi uMaphulana wathi: · 
"Ngiyazi ukuthi wena awusiye uMalambule nokuthi 

uthunywe nguye. Xhawula uxhawule. Wenze kahle 
ukuBa ungawuBasi umlilo egqumeni esasithembisene Io­
na noMalambule. Cishe impela ungangifici lapha mhla� 
wumbe konke konakale ngoBa uMalambule .kade ngam­
lindela ngisho nezithunywa zakhe. K�ngihleli, na we 
ka wusezuhlala." 

Wathi uChithumuzi: 
"Konke lokhu okukhulumayo usukwazi ngani 

ngami?" 
Wathi uMaphulana: 
"Ngikwaze lokho ngaphambi kokuBa ufike nalapha. 

N okuthi likhona iButho lezinsizwa ofike nalo, konke 
lokho ngiyakwazi. Manjena, isiwuchithile umuthi 
inkonyane. Intombi leyo isithathwe inkosi yangapha 
eNgome. Into okufanele siyenze yilena. Masiphume 
siyilandele khona kuyothi lapho Bengakaqedi ukugca­
gcisa nezindlu zaBo omakothi Bengakazisindi thina sithi 
qatha, siyithumbe intombi sihambe nayo. Kanihlanga­
nanga yini naBo endleleni?" 

"YeBo likhona idlanzi lezinsizwa nezintombi esihla­
ngane nazo izolo lapho ilanga selishonile. £ekuyiviyo­
nje elihamba nesangoma eBesibince isikhumba", kusho 
uChithumuzi. 

Kuthe.ukuBa asho lokho, wahleka uMaphulana wathi: 
"Akusona isangoma leso. Yiyonantombi kaMalambule 

leyo." 
Wakhombisa ukumangala uChithumuzi kodwa nga­

phambi kokuBa akhulume uMaphulana wayesesems.amo 
ethatha izikhali zakhe, wathatha neziceshana ezisongi­
we ziphethe insangu negudu la,khe, wakuphonsa kumfa­
na wathi makakuthathe aphathe izijulana zakhe alande-
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le uChithumuzi lapho eya }.{ho�1a angakhulumi lutho. 
Umlilo awushiye uvutha angenzi lutho. .Wamtshela 
uChithumuzi ukuBa aBe ehamba eya kuBantu Bakhe 
naye uzofika. Waphuma uMaphulana waqonda endlini 
kwa,Bo kaNomceBo wafika wangqongqoza wamvulela 
uMaDuBiyana, waBuye wavala. Uthe ethi makahlale 
phansi wathi uMaphulana, qha akasahleli ngoBa uya­
phuthuma. Nakhu sekufike izinsizwa zakwaZulu ezi­
lande uNomceBo wathi uMaDuBiyana: 

"Mhlo'la muni lo woke manje?" 
Wathi uMaphulana: 
"Qha kakuwona umhlola lowo. Wena hlala phansi 

ungayikhulumi kumuntu lendaBa, nokuthi uyangazi 
ukuthi ngiyephi. SengiyoBuya nezinye izindaBa, mhla­
wumbe senginguMaphulana omunye." 

Washo ephuma esishaya isivalo, wachitheka. Kakum­
thathanga sikhathi wafika ezinsizweni 'Iapho zonke 
zasezimi •sezilindele ukuhamba. Umfanyana Iona wathi 
lapho edlula ngendlu alala kuyo naBanye aBafana wa­
Bonwa umngane wakhe naye umngane wakhe wathatha 
esakhe isijula nehawu wathi uzophekezela uwaBo BaBu­
yisane kanyekanye. .6a6engazi ukuthi Bayathunjwa 
emakhaya ngeke BaBuye BakuBone futhi. 

Kakukhulumanga muntu, Basuke ,Baphenduka BaJge­
na indlela. Bekake lokhu laselipholile liBetha umoya. 
Inyanga yaphuma phezu kwezintaBa zo£ombo kude 
ngaseMpumalanga, yaphuma iyindilinga yebola eBomvu 
Yaya yaguquka yafana nethusi elikhanyela phakathi, 
Washo omunye waBafana exo�ca indaBa ayizwa ikhulu­
nywa wathi: 
. "Akenibeke weNdaBankulu, nanguya umfazi othwele 
1zinkuni enyangeni, namanje usazithwele, ulandelwa 
aBantaBakhe." Waphenduka nempela omunye waBa­
fana wayiBuka inyanga wathi: 

"Hawu Bandla Bayahlupheka." 
£athi Bephenduka, izinsizwa noMaphulana zaseziku­

dana, Bathathela ngamajuBane sekukhona nokwesaBa 
ngooa kwasekuhlwile ngempela. Kwezinye izindawo 
BaBeBuya Bathathele ngamajuBane. Kuthe lapho ama­
dolo eseqala ukuxega nokukhathala sekuBaxinile Bali-
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qaia ihuBo IaBo owayengaiazi uMaphuiana naBafanyana 
a6a6ili uNdaBankuiu noHlomeyakhe. fiasho Bathi: 

"Inkosi yahlul'izizwe, 
WangifJon'uBambatha, 
Silaashise, ke sizwe, 

Hhe yaye!" 
Za6uye zathola amandla izinsizwa zawaphakami:Sa 

amadoio zanyatheia. Kwathi phakathi koBusuku impeia 
Iapho umthaia uguquka nezinkanyezi seziqaia ukudili­
keia phansi olwandle, wathi uMaphulana, makulah"e. 
Nempela Bacinga iziqundu ezinotshani oBukhulu, Bazi­
shutheka phansi Bala.la, BeBeke amahawu aBo Bawenza 
zona iziphuku. 

Ukusa kwaziwa yi6o lapho ikhwezi liphumayo, Ba­
vuka, kwasa Bedlula lapho -Bahlangana khona nomthi­
mba wasondela uChithumuzi. ngakuMaphulana wathi: 

"Kwakulaphake lapha sahlangana khona naBo aBantu 
Bakini. Wo, yeka ukuBa sasazi." 

Washo welula izinyawo, wayesethi uMaphulana: 
"Nxa senifika laphaya kuleyantaBa sizothatha indlela 

enqumayo, khona sizofika kulomuzi kusihlwa khona 
namhlanje. Singafike sicele ukudla kuieyamizi sidle 
ngaphambi kokuBa sihambe." 

Nempela Bafika emizini Ieyo Bahlala ngaphandle 
wangena uMaphulana wazi6ika ekhehleni l�khona 
Bezwa lithi: 

"Nguwe Iona Nodakada, hhawu kanti ,Baqinisile a6athi 
a Bake 6'a6onana 6ayo6uye BaBonane? Sewaguga wethu? 
Sikhosiphi Iokhu nakhu khona namhlanje sizwa kuthiwa 
kade kufike umfo wakwaZondi lapho komkhulu ezinya­
neni lenkosi, ezoBuza izindaBa zalemali yamakhanda." 
WaBuye waBuka ngaphandle waBona isicheme sezinsi­
zwa wathi: 

"Ngenani ngaphakathi BantaBami, niphumule." 
Nempela zangena izinsizwa zavulelwa emalawini 

zendialelwa izicephu, zaBusa. fiahlala laphaya oMa­
phulana nomnumzane. UMaphulana waBuza wathi: 

"Lo�fo wakwaZondi okhuluma ngaye ngowaphi." 
Wathi umnumzane, 
"Igama Iakhe kuthiwa nguBambatha kaMancinza 

osechithe aBelungu ngapha eMgundiovana." 
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Wathula uMaphulana leligama elithi Bambatha 
kwaBa sengathi uke walizwa kodwa akazi ukuthi nga6e 

· ulazelaphi. WacaBanga wayesekhumbula ukuthi ulizwe
ngehuBo eBelihutshwa yizinsizwa lezi ahamba nazo.
Wayesephuma eyoqhweBa uChithumuzi, wa6uya naye
wathi:

"LelihuBo Ienu enilihuBayo liphatha uBambatha?" 
Wathi uChithumuzi: 
"YeBo likhuluma ngaye." 
"UBani yena Iona enihuBa ngaye?" 
Wathi uChithumuzi esemangele ukuthi ngaBe 6am-

6uzeiani: 
"UBambatha Iona inkosi yakwaZondi ngaseMgundlo­

vana, umf o kaMancinza." 
Uth� ukuBa asho njalo wathi uMaphuiana: 
"Salusuthuia, usuqedile. Masilaiele laphake so6a-

6ili." 
"Akuyena yedwa umfo kaMancinza olapha ngo6a 

kufike futhi Iapha komkfiulu uChakijana kaGezindaka 
owaziwayo kakhulu ngezindaBa zempi", kusho umnu­
mzane lo. "Kuthiwa yinhlanhla kakhulu ukuhlangana 
kwalawamaqhawe ngoBa sizwa kuthiwa khona ngapha 
eMgundlovana kuqale umfo kaSig�nanda kwathi inka­
ntolo igcwele, · sekutheieiwa yona imali yamakhanda 
lawa, wathi yena naBantu Bakhe akanamaii. KwaBe 
kakushilo Iokho zasuka phansi izinsizwa zagiya zisho 
isaga sazo zithi: 

'Yayize, yayize Mazulu! '" 
"Kwathi ukuBa zisho njaio onongqayi aBamnyama Ba­

khwantaBaia Basimama ngezinsika zenkantoio, zaue 
zihamba izinsizwa zihuBa, ziqonde emakhaya. Kwaia 
ngisho uSishishili induna yakhona ngapha kwaNtunJa­
mbili esukuma eyitheia naBantu Bakhe, amaBandia 
amanye athuia-nje amBuka." Kukhuiuma umnumzane 
lo. 

"USishishili Iona akuyena yini lo indodana yakhe 
egcagcisayo kuzo Iezizinsuku na?" Ku Buza uMaphu­
Iana. Lapho uChithumuzi uthuie ngoBa engafuni ukuBa
aphendule. Kodwa enhliziyweni yakhe wayemangala 
u_k_uthi Iomuntu aBathunywe kuyena, uMaphulana, uyi-
81hma kanjani uma kanti aBanumzane Bezindawo ,Berne-

' 
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themba Bekhuiuma · naye ngokuhionipha okungaka. 
Kwaveia ukucasuka kuyena ngo5a ezwa igama lika- . 
Sishishili okwathi inkosi yaku5o iwuchitha umhiangano 
wokutheieia amakhanda yena waphuma wayotheia. 
Kuthe usagijima naiezizinda5a umqondo wakhe wayi­
zwa impenduio yomnumzane ethi: 

"Nempeia kunjaio. Yena sithi. sinyakaziswa yizi­
nda5a zomhia5athi nezom5uso a5e engenisa izindwe­
ndwe. Ngikhuiuma-nje awu5oni nawe ukuthi Iapha
kukhala ibungane ?" 

"Kambe 5esengizo5uza ngo5a emzini omkhuiu ongaka 
seiokhu sifikiie kasika.Boni onjengensizwa noma ethi
shaiu-nje", kusho uChithumuzi. 

"Okusho ukuthi Iapha koSishishili kakusekude ka­
ngako", kusho uMaphuiana. 

Wathi umnumzane: 

"Phuma phandie ngikukhombise indieia enqumayo 
ngo5a nakhu seniiapha, kwaNongoma senikushiye 
emuva. Uya5ona Ieyantatsliana? SekuyiSandiwana 
njaio. Nizophuma Iapha nenyuse umhosha Iona ngawo 
umngqangwana Iona, uyoye uni5eke kude njaio. Kothi 
Iapho nifika ngaphansi kwaieliyahiathi niphume ngapha 
kwalo, 5eseni5ona ithafa eiendiaieke ngakwesokudia. 
Ningaqondi kuio, kodwa nigudle igquma ngakwesokho­
hlo isandia. N othi nithi qhamu B·esenifika emzini ka­
Sishishiii. Niyowu5ona umuzi wenduna. Pheia thina 
Iapha onke Iawamakhosana ahamba e5ekwa nga5elu­
ngu kasisasho· ukuthi ngamakhosLsithi izinduna njengo­
Ba kwakushiwo ko5a5a no5a5amkhuiu." 

Wa5onga uMaphulana wayesethi, flha, kuhie Baha­
mbe ngo5a 5ayashesha. Ngaphambi koku5a Baphume 
esangweni, umnumzane wazi5uka izinsizwa wathi: 

"Nodakada, wethu, u5angephi nekhetheio Iezinsizwa 
ezinje na? Lokhu ziya5onakaia ukuthi zihiomiie zi­
qonde into eziyiqondiie." 

Wathi uMaphuiana: 
"Hhayi nathi sifuna ukuyo5ona udwendwe." 
Wathi umnumzane: 
"Ludwendwe Iuni oiu5onwa sekwadliwa inyama 

yomngenisandlini. Hawu ngiyasoia ngo5a kukhona 
wena ohamba imiziia yakho ingaiandwa." 
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Washo njaio 5a5eyoshona emhosheni a5akhombise 
wona. Ilanga Iaiiiihle liqhame kuzo zonke izindawo. 
Amahiungu onke ayeiuhlaza ephephethwa inyakatho 
u5u5one Bubunguzeia ,Bude 6uphenduia izindwani za5o 
zikhombise okumhlophe, 5u5uye 5U'vuke 5u5eiuhlaza 
sengathi ukhona umuntu olokhu eBuphulula ngesandla 
e6uwisa e6uvusa. Phakathi kwa6o utshani kwakukhule 
izihlahla zelala namabeqekazi amahlamvu nawo egu­
quka nomoya. Lapha nalaphaya kwakukhona izimbali 
ezinde eziBomvu ziqhakaze phezu kwezihlahla zecena 
lilihle ngisho nameva alo. Phezu kwezimbali kwaku­
ndiza izincwincwi ezimnyama ezinama6ala aBomvu 
entanyeni, ner:nilomo emide eyizinsungulo, zinceia uju 
ezimbaiini. Zonke Iezi:i::into- izinsizwa zazi6ona .. Noma 
zingenamiomo wokuzithakazela kodwa ukuthokoza 
kwazo kopheia ngaphakathi njengengozi. 

Thina na6anye siyesica6ange ukuthi izinhiiziyo nemi­
phefumuio ya6antu Bangaphandie kayikwazi ukuzwel�
imiz.welo yothando Iwezinto zemveio nezotnda6u ez1-
Bekwe phambi kwa6o yizandla zamadiozi, akhulisa 
uhlaza IomhlaBa, ehambisa imimfula uku6a iye olwa­
ndle; futhi eiuBamba ulwandle uku6a lungagcwali lu­
guBuzele umhla6a; amadlozi a6ambe ngeminwe yawo 
izinkanyezi ezihioBisa izuiu selokhu imini kaMhlaB'.'1
Yadalwa. Ye6o, a6antu Bakithi Iezizinto 6ayazaz1, 
Bayazichaza 6aziio6e emphefumulweni ya6o, ziphume 
ngoBa u6ezwe Behaya ingoma. Lengoma i6ika ukutho­
koza, i5ika ukuhlupheka; i6ika konke ngisho uku6onga 
nokuphindisela. Pho, zakhombisa kanjani uku6a lezi­
zinto zizingene ezinhliziyweni zazo lezizinsizwa? 
Izigodi nemihosha ezazinquma kuyona zezwa ihu6o 
likaBambatha zilishukumbisa phansi izinsizwa, zile­
nyula, ziiiphenduia, zilimungunya ngo6a liseg�zini na: ngoBa sezizwa ukuthi mhlawumbe ngase · zmga6uy1 
zonke kuiendlela eziyihambayo; ngo6a yindieia esi­
hlangene nokuchitheka kwegazi. Noma. kunjalo zazi­
khona izizathu zoku6a lelogazi liyochitheka. 

Esokuqala isizathu nguku6a umfowa6o uMaiambule 
ethe ma6amiandeie intombi ayithandayo ize kuye. 

Esesi6ili isizathu nguku6a uyise wensizwa uyisitha 
sikaSigananda noBambatha nawo wonke uZuiu ophili-

4• 
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leyo; ngoBa phela ukhona uZulu ·ofileyo, ovuma into 
entsha, noma kungeyo6ulima. USishishili 6ase6emthu­
kuthelel

": 
ngo6a ngesenzo sakhe wayechaka amanye 

amakhos1 ezenza muhle kuHulumeni, Bonke a6anye 
kwa6a nga6antu a6a6i. 

Zahamba izinsizwa noMaphulana naBaf ana a6a6ili 
a6azenza udi6i lukaMaphulana. Wezwa ngakho ukuthi 
kuza izinsizwa, wezwa isaho sehuBo lazo livumela 
inyakatho, notshani, nezincwincwi nakho konke ko­
mda6u, zisho zithi: 

"lnkosi yahlul'izizwe, 
WangifJon'uBambatha, 
SifJashise, ke sizwe, 

Hhe yaye!" 

£aye 6afika ethafeni e6elishiwo · ngumnumzane Iowo 
Baligwegwesa Baqonda egqumaneni. Kwathi Belithinta� 
nje igquma Bahlangane nesimame esiyidlanzana · sesi­
Buya odwendweni sithwele inyama ngamaqoma nge­
zinye izandla siphethe amago6ongo. Sanele sa6

1
a6ona 

Beza, sathi dlengelele sema. ABanye kusona Bagudluka 
endleleni 6e6ukeka se6ethuke ka6i, wathi uMaphulana 
kuChithumuzi: 

"Uya6a6ona la6omame ukuthi Benzani?" 
Waphendula wathi: 
"Sengathi ikhona into eBathusayo, nga6e yini?" 
Wathi uM.aphulana: 
"Mhlawumbe umoya usuye washaya. komkhulu 

ukuthi ukhona umnyama o.zayo. Izanusi za6anumzane 
zinamandla kungase-nje ukuBa kade sinukiwe !" 

.6asondela oMaphulana, wayesenyenyeza ku6o Bonke 
ukuthi Bangawakhulumisi lawamakhosikazi kodwa uma 
e6ingel�la a6ovuma ngomoya ophansi kodwa 6anga­
khulum1. Nempela Bathi ukusondela maqede aphunie 
futhi endleleni amakhosikazi asho kanyekanye athi: 

"Sani6ona Bo." 
fiathi, 
"Si-Bona nina." 
Kwangathi akanelisiwe amakhosikazi' futhi sekunga­

thi asequnge isiBindi kwaphela ukwesaBa, ayesethi: 
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"LuBangiswephi na, ilanga selishona-nje?" Kwathi 
nya Iapha ngakoMaphulana neButho lakhe, waze 
wakhuluma uMaphulana wathi: 

"Siya ngapha oThukela ngaseMpanza." KwaB� Be: 
hamba kuBonisa ukuthi Bake Berna, funa amakhos1kaz1 
a6uze eminye imiBuzo ezoBaBamba ngoBa izindlela 
zakulelizwe Ba6engazazi kahle. fiaqhuBeka, nama­
khosikazi nawo asale asukuma angena eyawo indlela. 

Kwathi seBejika ngegqumana eBeBekade Belinquma, 
6athi ukwelula iBangana endaweni enotshani oBukhulile 
Beshuma phansi kwezihlahla zemithi yamagulukunqa, 
6awu6ona umuzi omkhulu onamagceke amakhulu, 
uphithizela a6antu phakathi kwawo. 

Kwakuyilanga lokuBa kuhlatshwa umngenisandlini­
- ilanga elilandela elokugcagca. I�insizwa za�lal� 
phansi ukuBa zicaBange isu lokuBa z1zokwenze nJam: 
A6anye aBanesiBindi phakathi kwaBo 6ace6a ukuth1 
kungakuhle 6athi ukuthi gozololo Balinde uku6a kuze 
kuhlwe kunciphe isixuku saBantu a6agcwele lapha 
emzini khona Bezongena umuzi Bawuhaqe Bawuhlasele, 
6a6ulale yonke into ephakathi kusinde aBe·sifazane 
Bodwa a6aphakathi; aBanye Bathi ok_uyiyonanto enhl� 
uku6a kuthunywe a6a6ili noma oyedwa phakath1 
kwa6o ahambe ayozidlisa satshanyana eduze komuzi 
Iona aze a6one mhlawumbe umfana kulaBa a6elusa 
khona. Kuyothi lapho umfana esemBonile amtshele 
uku6a a6ize impeleki kamakoti ize kuye. Nxa isifikile • 
impeleki yena uzoyitshela yonke inda6a ukuma kwayo. 

fiahlala phansi isikhathi eside Bexoxa indaBa yoku­
ngena emzini nokuthatha umakoti, kodwa kaBalitho­
langa isu lokuthi konke a6akwe·nzayo Bangakwenza 
kanjani. Ngesikade omunye esixukwini wakhumbula 
ukuthi kukhoria uMaphulana ongase naye aliplionse 
izwi kulendaBa. N aye wayeyilalele indaBa yokungena
lomuzi kodwa waphendula wathi: 

"Mina nginomunye umqondo ngo6a umfana Iona, 
umfowa6o wentombi. uhambe inhliziyo yakhe ingatha­
ndi uma udadewa6o kuthiwa angathola izinkomo ezi­
ncane enanini kunalezi ezizotholwa udadewa6o a6a­
gcagca kanye naye kulenkosi. Ngakhoke uma ngifika 
ngihlokoza yena ngenduku noma eBekhona umuntu 
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ongangiqhwe_Bela yena eningini ngingathokoza ; ngim­
tshele ukuth1 nakhu lapho sikhona." 
" 

"Qha,. l�losu I_il1:1ngile madoda", kusho uChithumuzi, 
_-kodw1;t 1s1kha�h1 s1khulu ukuBa imiqondo yaBantu ngaBe 
1guquk1!� manJe. Umfana lo mhlawumbe Bafike Bam­
fumbath1sa lukh1:1Iu lapha konkosi, umqondo wakhe 
wathat�eka. . �g1sho in tom bi iye khona ingathandi
kuz�t�1 nxa 1�1601;18: umBuso ezongena kuwona nayo
futh1 1_guqule mhhz1yo. Mina ngihamba nalomqondo 
wokuv1mbezela, lapho sekuqala ukuBamnyama aBantu 
seBeqlindeke amehlo." 

"YeBo lowomqondo wakho 
�usho omunye waBafowaBo. 
smgakwenza kanj ani singazi 
anjani?" 

ulungile Chithumuzi" 
"Kodwa konke Iokh� 
uku6a amandla aBo 

,va:-vaialela uMaphulana lawamazwi wawaBona 
ukuth1 nawo akaChithumuzi alungile ngoBa umuntu 
Iona ungumalaleguquka. Angalala elungise Iokhu 
aBuye avu_ke esen�ume ok_u1;ye. Naye wakoMaphulana 

wayengaz1 1;1kuth1 uZazm1 njengoBa ,Bekhuluma-nje 
usecaBangam. Ngakhoke wathi: 

"Kuhle nilinde kancan.e ngoBa mina ngiyezwana 
no�tana I_ona wakwaBo kantombazana. Ngizohamba 
ng1f1ke n?"m�donse umoya ngizwe ukuthi yena unamqo­
ndo mum nJengoBa udadewaBo esegcagcile-nje. Siye­
z:-v�na nomfana Iona. Noma ethuka ethi ngiBekwa 

y1m lapha kuyo6al1;1Ia kimina ukumchazela konke nga­
ph8:ndle ko½uBa ng1ze ngikhiphe isifuBa sendaBa ukuthi 
semlapha nma." 

Esho njalo _uMaphulana wathatha isihlangu sakhe 
nengcul'.3-, new1sa noboko Iwakhe wanyamalala wa­
W,mba 1Bangana �aze wasondela ngasemzini w"enkosi. ·

awuBuka umuz1. Iona ukwakhiwa kwawo ehambe 
ehoge!a u�oya ukuthi aBakuBo ngaBe Baphi. WaBona 
e�ugcmen� ukuthi uzoBonwa ngoBa uhamba-nje uhlo­
m1Ie, futh1 uhloBile impahla yamaqhawe. Wanyelela 
�ahamba wayogumula yonke imvunulo wayifihla nge­
s1hlahla -wasala nebeshu lodwa nesinene, wathatha 
uboko waBangun_rn_ntu odondolozelayo. WaBuye wa­
sondela . ngasemzm1 waBona aBafana Bezosela inyama 
yaBo, wasewaqonda khona ehambisa okwesilima khona 
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a6afana Bengezumxwaya. W �fika wazothisa umlilo
wacela kuBo amantshoiltsho aBo Iawa. Wayesethi, qha,
yena uBezozicelela inyama emthimbeni. ABafana
6aseBenengwa Bethi kuhle omunye waBo amthathe
uMaphulana amyise emthimben1 Iowo awufunayo Bona
a6ananda6a nemithimba. Nempela Bamnika umfanyana ·
owamhola njalo emchushisa ngezindlu waze waBaBona 
a6akuBo Behlezi. WawaBona futhi amaqembu omaBili,
wayeseqonda kuleli likaBembesile ngoBa iningi lapho
lalingamazi. 

Kwakuhleziwe kothiwa umlilo nawo usucimile usu-
khanyela phakathi ungasaBonakali. Wafika wahlala 

ngomhonqana owawuseduze walalela okuxoxwayo. 
WaBanenhlanhla ngoBa BaBephezu kwendaBa yeloBolo

eliBekwe yinkosi Bekhononda ukuthi kungaya kanjani
ukuBa uBembesile alotsholwe ngenani elingaphansi
kwelikaNomceBo njengo!Ja kuthe Besuka ekhaya kwaku­
thiwe uBembesile uyolotsholwa ngenani elikhulu na? 
fiaxoxa Bephikisana Baze Bavumelana aBanye ukuthi
khona kusukeni uNomceBo waY,�muhle kakhulu kuno­
Bembesile, akungathi ngoBa wathatha wazona ngoku­
faka izikhumba BesekuBa sengathi wayemuBi. 

Lokhukukhuluma kwamqondisa uMaphulana ukuthi
izikhuni zigweBukile, uBembesile wehlulekile njengoBa 

wayeshilo ukuthi kuyoBa njalo. Yenake esekuzwile
lokhu wayesehlehla eBuyela eceleni eseyoqaphela nga­
sendlini lapho kwakuhleli khona iButho likaNomceBo.
Wahlala, wahlala eqaphele ukuthi uzoBona umuntu
angamethemba amqhweBe eze kuyena ukuBa amyaleze
�odwa akaBonanga muntu. Kwathi ngesikade waBona 

1ntombazanyana iphuma iswacela ngendlu wa·yeseso­
ndela enzela ukuBa kuthi lapho isiBuya ayiqhweBe ayi­
Yaleze. Nempela akuthathanga isikhathi intombaza­
IlYaria leyo yaqhamuka, wathi uMaphulana : 

"Mmina lapha mntanami ngikuyaleze." 
l Yathi qikilili intombazanyana, yema, wathi uMaphu­
ana : 

"Nguwena ohamba nomakoti mntanami?" 
"Ye6o yimina, BaBa." 
"Hambake, ufike unyenyezele impeleki kamakoti 

Uthi, ukhona umuntu kwaBasekhaya ofuna ukuyiBona ; 
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mayisheshe khona manje. Uyitshele iyodwa kungezwa 
muntu ngisho umakoti uqo6o lwakhe. Uyitshele ukuthi 
ngizokuma khona lapha la ungishiya khona." 

Wasuka umntwana wangena endlini. 
Kuyaxoxwa lapha phandle a6anye Bayagadlela, 

kuya6onakala ukuthi a6antu Baningi futhi se6esuthi, 
akakho obeke ukuthi lomuntu omi endaweni ethize ne­
thize ngowaphi uzokwenzani. fionke aBantu Benamile. 
A6anye 6ayadlula-nje nakuye uMaphu.lana Banga.mnaki 
Bazihambele ngezindlela za6o. UMaphulana yena aka­
nyakazanga wema, amehlo akhe ebeke emnyango 
wendlu lapho kungene khona intombazanyana. 
Walinda isikhashana emi, kwasekuxega amadolo, wa­
hlala phansi, wagqolozela njalo emnyango. Kwathi 
ngesikade wa6ona ithunzi lisitheza umnyango, la6uye 
lagudluka laphumela phandle, lancika ngendlu ngemuva 
kwayo lathula. Wa6ona uMaphulana ukuthi impeleki 
kaN omce6o ngempela, isilinde isi6onakaliso sokusho 
ukuthi uMaphulana uphi, wayesesondela uMaphulana 
wathi: 

"Qha6o, ungethuki nkosazana, yimina uMaphulana." 
Yethuka intombazana yathi: 
"U6ekwa yini lap ha, futhi ngalesisikhathi?" 
Wathi uMaphulana: 
"Sondela lapha, ·sithi ukucasha singaphazanyiswa 

lutho." 
fiathi ukugudluka endleleni, wam6amba ngengalo 

uMaphulana wathi: 
"Beka lapha, nkosazana, izinda6a zimbi ngempela. 

Wena noNomce6o lungelani ukuhamba nathi khona 
manje." 

"Sizohamba nani siphume lapha. Ukuthi kuyiwaphi, 
ngeke ngakutshela manje ngo6a nami angazi. Wena 
uma uthanda · ukusala ungazisalela ngokwakho · kodwa 
uma usikhiphele uNomce6o kuyo6a kwanele. N�ma ku­
n.ialo khumbula, ukuthi nxa uNomce6o esenga6onakali 
a6antu 6azom6uza kuwena. Uyo6anjwa ungahambi 
aze atholakale. Njengo6a ngi6ona-nje mina uNomceBo 
eke waphuma lapha wahamba, ngeke futhi aphinde 
a6onwe yiso lomuntu walomuzi." Kukhuluma uMaphu­
lana. 
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Yaphendula intombazana yathi: 
"Qha, Ma'Phulana, ufuna ukungithet_hi�a amacala,

ngime phambi kwesigcawu ngiphendule 1m16uzo yama­
doda ngingazange ngizwe nokuthi umame wake wema
naka�ye e6andla waphendula phambi kwamadoda? 
Qha, Maphulana." 

"Pho uthini kulomqondo woku6a wena noNomce6o,
sihamb; nani? Uma kunjalo, ngeke ku6e6ikho oyoma
e6andla aphendule imi6uzo yamadoda: wena uyo6e
uhambile, noNomce6o uyo6e engekho." Kusho uMa­
phulana. 

"Qha, into enjengaleyo kanginakuyenza. Umame
ngimshiye no Bani?" Kusho intombazana. 

"Hhayike kulungile. Inye into engizokutshela yona.
.6engithi ngice6a ice Bo loku6a usinde · wena nomngane
wakho. Uma iseluleko sami ungasithathi uze ungakhali
ngami uzisole nxa nivelelwa okunivelelayo. Namhlanje
kusihlwa uma wena ungaphumi nomakoti, lomuzi sizo­
kuwuthelekela siwenzele imbo, sishaye sico6oshise
imbokodo nesisekelo. Uma ungase uhambe nami khona
manje ufike laphaya kuleliyagquma, uya6ona kuleliya­
hlathi eliseduze nendlela eqhamuka ngalapha, (mhla­
wumbe nahamba ngayo leyondlela mhla niza lapha) 
uyothi nxa ufika khona ufumanise isixuku saleziyazi­
nsizwa enahlangana nazo mhla niza lapha. Akuzona
Zodwa manje, sezihlangene nezinye. Mhla nizi6o_na
zidlula ngani njeya, zazithi zilande uNomce6o zaf1ca
senihambile. Zithukuthele ziyafa, igazi ngokwazo 
nga6e selichithekile kodwa ngizikhuzile." Kukhuluma
Ul\faphulana. 

Ngesikhathi ekhuluma, intombazana yayisithule ithe
du, ingasaphenduli. Yayixakekile ukuthi ingathini ku­
lenda6a. Ikhanda layo laliduma. N asezinganekwaneni
Yayike izwe ukuthi omakoti 6a6ethunjwa ezixukwini,
aBantu Bebekile, kuhlekwa engekho owaziya ukuthi
kukhona a6amgaqelayo. Kwathi lapho i6uka intomba­
Zana, i6ona izixuku za6antu ezingaka okwakuzokusa 
Zi6ulewe noma zilele izinqekle yathi: 

"Yeka umame owangizalayo, akazi ukuthi ngiko6u­
Ilfani u6unzima !" 
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Wayizwa uMaphulana, kwa6asengathi nomqondo 
wayo uyawufunda, wathi: 

"Ngawe wedwa-nje ufuna uku6a sonke lesisizwe 
sa6antu sibube siphele? Awazi yini ukuthi :µawe uqo6o 
lwakho uzolala ngesijula? Hamba uyohle6ela uNomce-
60 lokhu, niphume nithi shelele no6a6ili, omunye kasim­
funi. Usho ukuthi kukhona mina Maphulana, ngihamba 
na6antu BakaMalambule. Uyokhohlwa yilokho?" 

Yathi intombazana: 
"Ngeke." 
Wafulathela uMaphulana, waklaya eningini waphu­

mela ngaphandle kothango. Wema uku6uka ukuthi 
akakho yini umuntu om6ukayo; wahosha ·umoya wa­
phefumula, wayesethi ukuhla6a ikhefu, wahamba wa­
qhu6ekela phambili eqonde ngasesihlahleni lapho waye­
fihle khona isihlangu sakhe nengcula nemvunulo yakhe. 
Wafika khona wakufaka, wangena umzila aze ngawo. 

Ekufikeni kwakhe kwa6aku6o uMaphulana wa6afica 
se6eyaluza uChithumuzi esethi kuhle Balungele ukuhla­
sela, nokuthi uMaphulana mhlawumbe use6ahlamukile 
wangena kwa6aku6o wa6atshela yonke inda6a a6eze 
ngayo. £ase6esa6a nokuthi funa mhlawumbe Bahlase­
lwe Bengazi lutho se6efuna nokusuka kulenkundla uMa­
phulana a6ashiye kuyo, -se6eyohlala kwenye Balindele 
isikhathi sokungenela umuzi wenkosi Bawucikaze nge­
mikhonto. UMaphulana ufike lapho se6esuka Beshaya­
nisa izikhundla. Usethi: 

"Sekwenzenj ani, nanyakaza na?" 
Usho njalo, akakafiki phakathi kweBandla. NaBo 

se6ethuka Berna, uQethuka usethi: 
"Nangu uMaphulan� ! fiengivele ngasho ngathi ma­

singathatheli izinto phezulu. Masihlale phansi sizwe 
ukuthi ufika nanda6azini?" 

N empela · lonke idlanzi lezinsizwa lahlala phansi la­
Buka uChithumuzi yena wanga6anaka, wahlala kuqala 
sengathi yi6ona owa6o la6a e6e6ethi makuhanjwe yena 
engathandi. Wayesethi: 

"Hhawu Maphulana, kade uhambile. fiesesithi usu­
yoshoko6eza ngathi kwa6akini. UkuBa uke wali6ala, 
u6ungeke usasi6ona ngo6a Besesisuka lapha sesishaya­
nisa izikhundla." 
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"6 d l ?" 
"Yini ukuBa nikhulumise okwa6af��a m _ a a a• 

Ku6uza uMaphulana. "Kanti lento emy1zele _1fana no:
kugawula izirtduku yini, noma into eno6ucay1? �ng3:n�
nizothatha umkamuntu ni6aleke naye? Anaz1 ymi
ukuthi lento enizoyenza ngukufa u�o6o lwakho, �go6a
nihamba phezu kwezimbemba zem1kI:onto y_a6ez1zw�.
Anazi yini ukuthi nizodunga amadlo_z1 omuz1 _wenkos1!
nizobekana nomnyama· okufanele mklaye ez16ukwem
lawo? Aninakuwela kuleliziBuko ngap1:andle kokuBa
amadlozi akini onke eniphekezela, fut1:1 e:zohla_n�ana
nawaku6o kantombi lena enifuna ukuy1kh1pha is1gca­
gcile." Konke lokhu kukhulunywa nguMaphulana. 

"Qha, nsizwa endala, musa ukuthukuthela ngo6a
th-ina Besesithukile", kusho uQethuka. 

"Ezinda6eni ezinjengalezi kufanele umuntu anyathele
ngokukhetha amaBala", kusho uMap_hulana. "qkok�­
qala Bekufanele ngizifihle ngapha�b_1 koku_Ba ngmgene
emzi�i wenkosi ngo6a funa a6ak1th1 6ang16one, noma
funa ngisolelwe njengomuntu o6engaka�onwa lapha
emgcagcweni. Okwesi6ili ngilahle yo:1-�e 1mvunuJwana
lena ngahamba ngiphethe uboko, ng1z1gqokele 1besh�
lami kuphela. fiengithanda u�uho�h:3- umo_ya . fut��
wezinto zonke njengo6a kugcagc1swa 1zmtomb1 ez1mb1h
zakithi. Kazizwa'ni lezizintombi, kusuka khona ek_hay'.1-
Bezingakhulumisani ngo6a onina · a6akhul�m1sam.
Ukuthola indaBa kahle ngalona esimfunayo ng1ye nga­
qonda ngaseqembini lalentombi esingayifuni, nga�ale­
lisisa izinkulumo zaBo 6engangi6oni. Inda6a yenzekile !"
Ku6a6aza yena Belu uMaphulana. 

Ruthi lapho esho njalo Bethuke Bonke, Bap�athe
izihlangu zaBo sengathi isiyaphakwa, B�Buye. Baz16e��
Phansi, Baqalaze ndawozonke. A6eseth1 uCh1thumuz1 •

"Kanj ani?" ' . . . 
"Nami njalo Bese ngizoBuza", kusho uMas1m1m,

aBanye Bethule. Ku6e sengathi uMaphulana uyathula
aBesekhuluma: 

"Intombi -esiyilandile iyona efike yakhi:Wa yadlula
lena ephume ekhaya kuthiwa iyo6uya nes_16aya sonk�
sezinkomo. Inkosi ifike yayiloBola yadluhsela kwath1
lena izinduna eBeziyikhulumele yalotsholwa ngama­
shumi ama6ili kuphela." 
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"Pho niyoyikhwela kanjani leyontombi madoda ?" 
KuBuza omunye wezinsizwa. "Nami ngiyiyona nginge­
beke ngemuva ngishiye umBuso." 

.Wathi u.6angani: 
"Iyona du efunekayo, yona leyo elotsholwa ngezi6a­

ya6aya zamakhosi. Kanti umfowethu yena akansizwa 
yini? Futhi khona lokho ukuBa sithi inkosi lena esize 
kuyo, sikuthathaphi lokhu uswela lwamakhosi lunye, 
lakwaZulu? Awu sukani, thanini niyesaBa ukuthathela 
umfowethu in tom bi; sisuke sonke sigoduke." 

"Kugoduke thina, .6angani?" Ku Buza uChithumuzi. 
"Qha, thina kasigoduki intombi singahambi nayo. Ku­
nokugoduka kuyogoduka amadlozi ethu, ayosiBika ema­
khaya, thina zidumbu zethu sisele lapha emagangeni 
asoNgoye. .6engithe mina kuhle sihlasele umuzi Iona; 
kodwa nina niyesaBa." 

"Seniyaphosisa lapho, ngoBa indaBa yami kanikayi­
zwa yonke, kodwa senihilana ngamazwi niBangislna",
kusho uMaphulana. .6ase6ethula Bonke Belalela into 
ezoxoxwa nguMaphulana. 

"Emva kokuBa ngizwe konke ngisuke ngayoqaphela 
ngasemnyango lapho umakoti Iona esimfunayo elele 
khona. AkuBanga isikhathi kwaqhamuka intombaza­
nyana yakhe umakoti, ngayiqhweBa yeza yafike nga­
yitshela ukuBa ingiBizele impeleki. Nayo angilindanga 
isikhathi eside kakhulu yaqhamuka, ngakhuluma nayo 
njengentombazana engiyaziyo, futhi kuBe kuyintomba­
zana eyazi isifuBa sikaNomceBo - - ngisho intombi 
lena esize lapha ngayo. Ngikhulumile nempeleki ngayi­
Bekela ngamaBala. Kangazike nxa isifike kumninindaBa 
ukuthi yena uyothini. Ngimtshelile nendawo esikuyo 
ukuthi angaphuma aqonde ngaphi. Akukho okunye 
ukuBa silinde kuphela. Uma amathongo akithi esibekile 
kulungile, kodwa uma esifulathele sizohlala phansi 
iceBo lizakhe." 

Esho njalo zonke izinsizwa zahlala phansi zaphumula, 
kwayikhani Bezwayo ukuthi Balambile, Bathukulula 
imiphako a6a6eyiphethe BaBelana Badla. IzindleBe 
zaBo njalo zazilalele izigi zomuntu ozayo enyonyoBa. 
Amehlo aBo aBuka njalo emzini wenkosi lapho kwakwe­
nanyiwe, kuxokozelwa kuBonakala ukuthi kuphuzwa 
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utshwala sekubukudwa ezimpisweni; naBanye aBazena­
mele Bashaya urngadlelo ngoBa kusinisa umntwana 
wenkosi. Zahlala izinsizwa zaBuka, zezwa imiphimbo 
yoma, yomela utshwala; kodwa umthetho wawungazi­
vumele ukuthi zingasuka lapho. 

I SA HLU KO IX. 
· Wanele wafulathela maqede uMaphulana uNomanzi,

intombazana eyayiphelezela uNomceBo nayo yafulathe­
la, yaButha ibayi layo yakhothama yangena endlini. 
Yenyuka nendlu yayeyafika kuNomceBo lapho waye­
hleli khona ezigu6uzele ngengu6o yakhe. Wathi uku­
fika ,khona uNomce-Bo wamqhweBa wasondela eduze, 
6embathisana nguBonye. Wathi uNomceBo: 

"Ha wu sonke lesisikhathi esingaka kade usuyephi?" 
Kodwa uNomanzi akaphendulanga. Esikhundleni 

salokho wasondela kuyena, wahlala njengaye eneBe imi­
lenze wayesengathi uyacamela kuNomceBo njengomu-· 
ntu okhatheleyo, khona ezokhuluma kahle endleBeni 
kungezwa muntu, fui!hi inkulumo ya6o ingasolisi muntu. 
Waqala wathi: 

"Uyakhumbula ukuthi ngelanga nakho sihlezi phansi 
!aphaya mhla siza lapha, kwadlula kithina isixuku se­
zinsizwa sishaya ihuBo?"

Wathi uNomceBo: 
"Ngiyakhumbula kahle." 
"Wathini kimina?" 
"N�akutshela ukut:hi kangisona isilima, nokuthi konke 

ukwenza kukaBembesile akulutho. AwuBonike namhla­
nje ukuthi. ugcinaphi?" 

Waphendula uNomanzi wathi: 
"Ngiya6ona, washo; nakhu namuhla sekwenzakele, 

Up hike kulokhuyakuqhenya kwakhe? Akukho kodwa0kunye owakukhuluma kimina? CaBanga funa mhla-
Wumbe usukhohliwe." 

fiathula 6o6a6ili, uNomceBo ecaBanga kodwa watha­tha phansi konke okwehlakala ngaleyomini wakuphe­
rdula konke ekhanda lakhe, kodwa akakhumbulanga 
utho nempela. Amasango enkumbulo akhe ayevuleka 
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kukho konke kodwa lapho elinga ukuca5anga into enye 
ayishoyo kuNomanzi kwakufika lapho kuthi khuhle, 
kuhlwe emini. Wayesethi -kuNomanzi uNomce5o :· 

"Qha, angi5oni lutho engalukhulumayo ngaphandle 
kwalokhu esengikutshele khona. Uma mhlawumbe 
wena ungihola ngemi5uzo -ethile ngingakhumbula, 
kodwa angi5oni lutho." 

UNomanzi akathandanga ukumwalazisa uNomce5o; 
kodwa wa5ona ukuthi kuhle uku5a amphonse imi5u­
zwana ethize. Ngakhoke wathi: 

"Njengo5a usugcagC'ile-nje injani inhliziyo yakho 
ukuthokoza?" 

"Impela ngithokoza ka5i; kodwa nxa ungangishiya 
manje njengo5a kade usathe shelele-nje ngifikelwa 
uvalo engingalwazi ukuthi olwani." 

Athi uN omanzi, 
"Ngiyezwa, qhu5a phambili." 
Athi uNomce5o, 
"Akukho okunye." 
"Ungasho kanjani ukuthi uyathokoza, lokhu uBembe­

sile nangu emhlane wakho?" 
"UBembesile anginanda5a naye. Uzozakhela owakhe 

umuzi, nami ngibeke owami kuphela." Kusho uNomce5o. 
"Ye5o ngiyezwa. Okungukuthi usho ukuthi umfokazi 

Iona owathi ngelinye ilanga uyofika azokulanda usu­
khohliwe ngaye? Unamangake namhla ngo5a nangu 
phandle, usefikile ulande wena." 

"Awu, uthini· Nomanzi?" Washo lawamazwi ngo­
kwethuka okukhulu uNomce5o. Engazi wazi,5ona ese­
yiholisile imilenze yakhe, ingu5o yambulula imilenze 
kaNomanzi, yasala o5ala, wathatha wazisonga ek1'.anda 
sengathi uyakhohlwa ukuthi ukhehlile. Wenzisa 
okomntwana eshaywa umoya omakhaza e5usweni, 
asuke adonse ingu5o ngokushesha azivale Jonke ikhanda. 
Waku5ona lokukwethuka uNomanzi, wa5uza wathi: 

"Inda:5a yalomfokazi klanti sewuyikhohliwe yini?" 
Esikhundleni soku5a aphendule lokho uNomce5o wa­

thatha eyakhe inda5a wathi: 
"Lokho ukwazi kanjani?" 
"Njengo5a ungi5ona ngiphuma phandle-nje uthi 

ngivelaphi? Akuwena yini okade ungisola uthi kade 
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ngilitshaziswe yini phandle? Ingani nang'umntwana

efika engiqhwe5a ethi kimina u�hona umuntu_ �Nhandle

ofuna ukungi5ona; okungukuth1 u5ungam5om. 

"Njengo5a kade ngigcagca:nje, u�qondo wami se­

ngathi kawuthathi kahle. Ng1zwa ng1khathele. Kwe:
sinye isikhathi unga5ona ngiqhunsule amehlo uz_e. u

th1

ngiya5ona kanti kangi5oni lutho. _Ingqondo yam1 1k�a­

thele. Ngiqale ngakhathazwa mda_Ba kaBembes1l�,

yangico5a umphefumulo; ngahamba mdlela -ende ng_1-

suka eDumbe nakhu namuhla ngidlule oNgoye, manJe

umzimba wami uco5ekile; inda5a yonke yokugcagca

kwami nokusina nol<;umiswa kwethu izolo kungidumis3:
inhloko manje. Kanti ngiyinsimbi yini yona engezweh
kukhathala?" 
· "Uzo5a yinsimbike namuhla ngo5a, nang'umfokaz1
phandle." . . . . 

"Kodwa um5one kanjani? Ng1yaz1 ukuth1 kawu-
mazi", kusho uNomce5o. ; ,, . 

"Ukuphuma kwami phandle", kusho uN omanz1, ng1-
fumanise indoda-nje ende eseyiqala u5umpunga. Nge­
thuka kodwa ngasheshe'ngayikhumbula. Uma uca5anga
uthi u5ani? Qagela." · 

Wathi uNomce5o, 
"Kasikho isikhathi sokuqagelisana manje, qhu5a

inda5a", washo ngokushisa kwenhliziyo kuxu5ene noku­
langazela inda5a lena. 

Wathi uNomanzi: 
"UMaphulana !" 
Wathi uNomce5o: 
"UMaphul'ana?" 
Waphinda uNomanzi wathi: 
"Uqo5o lwakhe uMaphulana." .
Wathula uNomce5o, noNomanzi, naye wathula kwath1

fithi ifu elimnyama la5agu5uzela. Kwakuyo5a enye
inda5a uku5a igama likaMaphulana kalizange lipha­
thwe; kodwa wanele waliphatha uNoman:zi lavula ama­
sango amaningi ayevaliwe engqondwem kaNomce,5o.
Dkuthi Maphulana kwakumkhumbuza unina ekhaya
esele yedwa engazi ukuthi rrjengo5a uMaphulana
elapha-nje nga5e usele no Bani; ukuthi Maphulana 1kwa­
kumkhumbuza izikhumba zakhe zemfene a5ehlekwa
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ngazo kodwa aphunyeleliswe yizona wagcagca kahle 
kunamuhla; igama likaMaphulana lalimkhumbuza 
uMalambule. 

Yon�e lento yagijima ekhanda likaNomceBo njenge­
nhlans1 yonyazi idweBa emafini ezulu phezulu, ku6uye 
ku�e !Ilnyama. fiesekundindizela izulu phezulu. Uku­
ndmd1zela kwezulu kuyena kwaBa umBuzo awufaka 
kuN omanzi wathi: 

"UMaphulana uthi mangenzeni?" 
"Akusekho okunye. Ukuphuma lapha endlini si­

hambe. Uma uhamba nami ngiyohamba. Noma wena 
ungahambi, mina ngiyahamba. ABadala 6athi 'Indoda
kayifeli ocansini, ifela ezifJini'. Lesosaga 6athi siqondene 
namadoda, 'kodwa namuhla ngizizwa ngiyindoda nami." 
Kusho uN omanzi. 

Wathi uNomceBo: 
"Lesosaga sishiwo ezindaBeni zempi, siphathelene 

na�ad?da em!zi. Wena usiphatha kanjani-nje nempela."
. Ng1t�e mma uma wena 11sala lap-ha. ungahambi,

mma ng1yahamba. LendaBa inxazimbili. Uma uphuma 
ulandela uMaphulana usindisa 6onke la6a6antu aBa­
lapha konkosi. Kodwa uma wena ungafuni ukuphuma 
uland�le uMaphulana kuyokusa Bekhomba ngeminwe · 
ukuth1 lapha. kw:'lkwakhe umuzi othize owabuqwa 
a,Bantu a6a6engaz1wa ngenxa yentombi eyayigcagcele 
khona. UMaphulana ungitshelile konke lokhu." 

"OBani la6a6antu aBazoshaya Babuqe umuzi lo?" 
Ku6uza uNomceBo. 

"UyaBona, NomceBo, isikhathi sokuphikisana kangi­
naso. Wena usudliwe yizintelezi lapha. • Akukhulumi 
wena kukhuluma izintelezi ozeqileyo zalapha konkosi. 

Kuqale kwanguwena othe useza lapha wangitshela 
ukuthi sengathi ikhona into ezokwehlakala noma unga­
gcagca lapha konkosi kawukugcina khona. Kanti 
li:w<?mazwi wawuwakhuluma ugcwaneka yini? Lezo­
zms1zwa ezakucoBa amathambo ngehu6o lazo nathi 
s3:ze salithatha sasina ngalo, yizo lezi ezilapha phandle. 
Z1hamba noMaphulana. Nawe waziBona. Noma zazi­
thandeka kakhulu kodwa emehlweni azo kwakuvutha 
umlilo, izihlangu zazo ziqukethe amazwi aBafazi ne­
zingane ngisho nawesilisa, Bonke Bekhala, imikhonto 
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ya6o iwa iBenyezela kodwa iyosukuma iBomvu i�ic3:kwe
yizingazi zamadoda. Ukukhethwa kwazo lezozms1zwa
nawe waziBona zidlula." 

Wathula uNomceBo, wangaphendula lutho.
Wagcina ngokuthi uNomanzi: . . 
"Sengiyalala. Kothi Bonke seB.elele lapha, mma ng�-

phume. Ngiyokuqhwe6a ngozipho. Kuhle konke eng1-
kudingayo kulapha." 

Washo njalo u�omanzi wazisonga ?geng1;160, no-
NomceBo wathula wangaphendula. Is1khath1 soku6a
anqume sasesifikile; kodwa kwa6anzima: . . 

Izulu phandle lalisile, lilihle izinkanyez1 zonke z1ch1:
thekile emkhathini wezulu ziqhweBa 03:rnsemhl:'l6em
ngokucwazimula kwazo. Enzansi emfulem amanz1 aye­
khala phezu kwamadwala nasezingoxini sengat_hi p�a­
kathi kuwona ·kukhona imikhovu echwensayo 1khw1fa
amagweBu, ihudula njalo amanzi iwabekisa olwandle.
Ayehaza amanzi umzila wawo ukhanye nakude. Uza­
volo phansi emafukwini ehlathi eligudle umfula naye
wayephethe ingoma yakhe esen¥ela a6anta6akhe.
Endlini Bonke 6ase6elele, ,6eco6ek1le; kodwa munye
umuntu owayengalele. UNomanzi. Wayebeke nga-. 
wayizolo ezwa konke, izandla zakhe ezelula, eqoqa
anamandla okukuqoqa. 

1 I S AHLUK O X. 

UMalambule wayengowaseMaChuBeni aBuswa ngu­
Sigananda. USigananda lo uzalwa' nguZokufa �akwa:
Shezi owayakhe eMome ngaseNkandla. Nges1khath1
seku6ikwa ngemali yamakhanda uSigananda k�aseku­
Yikhehla eseliqinile. Izinduna zakhe na6any�-nJe pha­
kathi kwesizwe sakhe 6ase6ethanda sengath1 angagu­
dluzwa kuBekwe esikhundleni sakhe indodana yakhe
uNda,6aningi. Ikhona into eyayi6anga lokho. UNda-
6aningi Iona yena wayesemusha izindaBa esazithathela
Phezulu igazi lishisa emthanjeni Y:'lk�e. Izinda6� �za­
ziphethe isizwe sakwaZulu zaz1sh1sa nazo z1dmga
amakhanda ashisayo. Pho, amakhehla amadala aye­
ngaziqonda •kanjani izindaBa zemithetho e1:r1is�a wona
esegugile na? Ingani, kuthe lapho uNda6amng1 eBekwa

I 
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icala eMgundlovana lokuthi akafikanga enkantolo 
e6izwa ngesamanisa, yena wayifela ngamathe leyonda­
Ba. Futhi nasemihlanganweni kwakuthi nx-a kuphathwa 
af>elungu uNda6aningi ku6e Bamthuma uku6a athathe · 
imikhonto alwe. Akusikho ukuthi uSigananda waye­
ngeqhawe, qha; wayeyingwazi, aziwa, kodwa seku­
bekwene u6uso no6uso nomlungu wayeqoma ukuzithule­
la afulathele angenzi lutho. Uma wayengeqhawe izi­
mbongi zazingasho kanjani ukuthf: 

"Mgwazi kadafJU!i, 
Umgoq' ovimbel' amathol' amhlophe, 
0 fJengadlel' izinkofJ' ebodweni, 
OfJedlel'esicocweni: 
UNdafJazifikakuqala kumfana kaZonjica. 

UzizitJa zitJomvu, 
Op hake!' izinhlanzi zingalambile, 
Waphakel'izingwenya zingalambile 
Umjiyezi wophindo, 
Opheth'izihlangw'ezitJili, 
Esinye sicitshwa uZibebu kwafJakaMaphitha, 
Esinye sacitshwa uPiti kwafJaphuma phesheya 

Uhlekis'omhlekisayo, 
Usifutshana sengane yasefJuphukuphukwini; 
lMatshuzatshuz'ozimamba, 
uSehla ngandawana yakhe yedwana; 
uZilima zikaZokufa, 
AfJathi zisemuva kanti ziphambili. 
UsJnga lwentul'umathung'isidwafJa. 11 

' Naye wayezazi ukuthi uliqhawe ngakhoke wayenga­
thandi uku6a agudluzwe kalula, ikakhulu uma lokhu­
kugudluzwa kuzohamba ngomthetho wa6elungu. No­
mnumzane uSandasi naye waku6ona lokhu uku6a aku­
fanele uku6a Bafune a6aseMaChu6eni ukumfaka ezi­
nkulumeni zesizwe ngoku6a Bethi izwi lokugudluza 

· uSigananda maliphume kuye. Yena wathi qha, maku­
hlangane isizwe izwi liphume kuso lize kuHulumeni,
ku6e uHulumeni osesukela emazwini aseMachuBeni.
Pho lokhu a6antu a6acushisa izinda6a e.zingahambi
kahle phakathi kwa6elungu na6antu a6athandi ukuvela
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o6ala, naleyonda6a yokugudlulwa kukaSigananda' ya­
cwila. Ezindle6eni zikaSigananda isiza nyovane, seku­
!1.ga6elungu a6afuna ukufaka uNda6aningi esikhundleni.
Lomqondo wayona inhliziyo kaSigananda, wayeseqala
ukuzonda a6elungu. 

Umhlangano Iona owawumemayo efuna amadoda
esizwe kwasekungo6a wayesengenwe uku6a alwe na,6e­
lungu a6amkhipha esikhundleni. UMalambule naye 
waya noyise enkosini ukuyolalela izinda6a ukuma
kwazo. Lapha kwankosi kwaku6uthene izish9mo
zamadoda zonke zihlomile. Kuthe lapho i6andla seli­
phelele lonke induna kaSigananda uLunyana kaLuhungu 
wakhuluma e6eka inda6a e6andla wathi: 

"Ake nithule umsindo ! Njengo6a i6andla seliphelele, 
zikhona izinda6a ezinkulu eziphathelene noHulumeni, 
nathi, na6antu 6a,sesiLungwinL Ni6ona.lapha-nje si6u­
thanele uku6a si6ophe izwi Ii6e linye, sazi lapho simi 
ngakhona." 

Wakhuluma uLunyana, i6andla 1athula-nje lam6uka, · 
ingani way.ebeke impendulo kodwa kaku6anga6ikho 
namunye owaphendulayo. 

"Izinda6a sezizinkulu, noma niphendula noma ninga­
phenduli. Silapha-nje sinamanxusa avela esiLungwini 
lapho amambuka asehlome khona uku6a si6ulawe 
thina esisanamathele emi6usweni yakithi. Lawama­
tnbuka enzisa okwezizwe zasemaMbedwini zona okwa­
thi sihlanganisa uZulu wonke kuDingana eMzinyathi, 
zathatha izibamu zaqhushuza thina, sehlulwa nom6uso 
wakithi wawa. Kuthe noma uCetshwayo• ethi uyawu­
vusa lowom6uso kwasuka a6asesiLungwini Bahloma 
Baphelela Basiza a6elungu uku6a ku6u.lawe thina. Pho 
niniangala kanjani uma sehlulwa na? Ingani yinina 
enixazula amadlozi phakathi amanye niwabekise esi­
zweni sonke amaij.ye kodwa niwaphendulise izikhuni 
alwe nathi na? Ingani khona namhlanje, imali yama­
khanda isimenyezelwe kasazi ukuthi simiphi?" 

Kwasukuma uMehlokazulu ozalwa uSihayo okwathi 
tiengumfana wethulwa nguyise enkosini uCetshwayo:

tnseBenzi wakhe esigodlweni kwakungukukha amanz1 
�nkosi ephatha isigubu. Wachuma waze wa6ekwa 
1nduna yeNgo6amakhosi, wathi ngoku6anjwa kwenkosi
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iweliswa wawela naye waya esiLungwini. Wayehamba 
namadoda amaBili uMavukuthu kaSothondose, no­
Mthela kaNgoza. Wasukuma wathi: 

"Thina BasesiLungwini silapha-nje ngoBa Besesithi 
nina seniliBumbile izwi, sesizothatha Iona senze njengo­
·kusho kwenu. Elethu thina ngasesiLungwini sithumele
kwaZulu kuDinizulu sathi: 'Hawu, thina nkosi asisafuni
aBelungu sifuna wena nkosi yethu', kodwa impendulo
Besingakayitholi ngoBa izigijimi namanxusa ahambe ·
umh_laBa worike. Nakini silapha njengezigijimi, sithi
thina kwel_asesiLungwini 'Lemali yamakhanda asiyitheli
kungonakala kanye'." 

KwaBe akashongo uMehlokazulu, iBandla Jonke la­
hlokoma lathi: 

"Elethu !" 
Wezwa kuvungama yonke indawo sengathi kudedelwe 

isihlwa sezinyosi siphuma sibuduzela sibulana ngezi­
mpiko. . Ingani kwakukade kuthule kuthe cwaka, 
wezwa kunxapha phansi naphezulu; aBanye Bethimula 
njengezimpongo nanjengezinyamazane zethukile endle; 
aBanye Baqala nokufinya Behlikihla izandla Bezesula 
emabeshwini aBo aBanye Bezesulela ezihlangwini na­
Banye Bephulula ngazo izimpiselo zaBo BezicweBezelisa. 

Kwathi ingani umhlangano usufuna ukuhlakazeka 
wasukuma uSigananda ;uqoBo lwakhe wathi: 

"Ake nikahle." 
IBandla Jonke· lahlala phansi kwasukuma imbongi 

yamusho, yantusho yenanela konke osekwenziwe yasho 
yathi: 

"Mgwazi kadaBuli !" 
IBandla laphendula lathi: 
"fiayede !" 
UseqhweBa indoda-nje eyayiseyinsizwa, eyayihleli 

phansi kanye namadoda amanye. 1 Yayiluswazi ith� 
klwi yomile sengathi iBulawa yilanga. Kodwa kuth1 
nxa usuyiBukisisile 1u6uye uthi qha, yisigilamkhu6� 
lesi. Kanti nempela liqinisile. Kwakunguyena Chak1-
jane kaGezindaka, kaNomaqongqotho kaJoBe wakwa­
Sithole. Wathi ukusukuma uChakijane kwamoyizel� 
izinsizwa ezindala ezazihleli eduze kwakhe, kwath1 
uLunyana wahleka, inkosi yamBuka yahwaqa, yase 
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imqhweBa ngomunwe, wasondela kuyo inkosi; yathi 
ukuhleBa kuyena, netnpela wasuku·ma uLunyana wathi: 

"Ngaphambi kokuBa nihlakazeke kuhle nimazi io­
muntu ophakathi kwethu namuhla, ikakhulu ngoBa 
naye uNdaBezitha emenamele." 

Wathi lapho esho njalo iBandla laquBula lathi: 
"fiayede !" 
"Lomfana, lo", kusho uLunyana ekhomba uChakijane 

ngokudla komkhonto, "lomfana, lo, nguyena Chakijane 
ekade nanizwa ngaye nasezindaBeni ukuthi kukhona
uChakijane kaGezindaka, · 

"UMthwalis'alJantw'amacala, 
UNongen'endlin'emnyameni, 
Umqhathi wemp'azilwele, 
Umandl' angangawalJadala, 
lmbed/ambedlan'imizi yamadoda yalJola, 
NgolJ'ibedl'uSishishili ezalwa nguMnqandi." 

Wathi ufuna ukumnquma lapho, iBandla elase livuse 
amakhanda lilalele lakhala lathi: 

"Musho!" 
' 

Wala uLunyana wathi: · 
"Qha, angimazi kwakuyaphi mina, ngazi zona lezo­

zinhloko, sengiphelile njalo. Akazisho yena. Iqhawe 
liyazazi iziBongo zalo." 

Washo njalo wahleka uChakijane waliBuka iBandla 
lonke, ingani kwakukhona izingengelezi zamadoda 
kulona, akafikelwanga ukwesaBa. Wathi ingani uBe­
sakade esukumile, waBasengathi uyasondela phakathi 
kwalo iBandla. UMehlokazulu wathi ukuthinta uMavu­
kuthu, noMthela wanyenyeza ethi: 
. . "�guyena Chakijane Iona, uSigilamikhuBa eyivuma, 
1z1g1lamikh u Ba ziyiphika-nj e?" 

Wathi uMavukuthu, 
"Wewu ngangithi sengimdala." UMthela wathi: 
"UqoBo lwakhe." 
Wahleka futhi uChakijane wathi eqala ukukhuluma: 
"Qha, BoBaBa, yimina lowo, okade eshiwo ngunduna­

�kulu. Yiminake lowo", washo ezikhomba esifuBeni. 

k
ABany� ngoBucik� BaBo Bangisho n�azo izinhlamvu

e ade z1landelwa ymduna, aBanye Baz1xhuma Bathi: 
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"UMa!Jizw'asafJele njengengane, 
USigila-mikhu!Ja eyivuma. 
Zonk'izigi!a-mikhu!Ja ziyiphika. 
Umgwaz'onqwa!Je!ayo, 
Ogwaz'ethetha njengonina." 

Wathi lapho esho njalo, kwathi amakhehla ngenxa 
yokuthukuthela athi: 

"Suka mfana wa wugwazaphi?" Amakhehla akasho 
ngo5a ethukuthele umfana ekhuluma amanga. Kodwa 
athathwa ngu5umnandi 5ezi5ongo, afuna ukuzizwela 
wona ng��waw? ukuthi .n¥empela lezizinda5a azizwayo 
ng0Chak1Jane zmgamaqm1s0 na. Athi ingani ayam5uza 
ayahleka. Amanye a wake azi5ona izimpi izinsizwa 
zikhwela zigingqika phambi kwawombayi�bayi nezi­
bamu! asethu_Ie-nje �nkeme imilomo e5ambe ongaphansi.
Ayaz1 uk_uth1 kusey1wona nawo ayegwaza age5ise nje­
ngamanz1 empophoma; kodwa namuhla izikhathi zase­
zidedelene. 

�ayesewuphendula um5uzo uChakijane wathi: 
Ukugwaza khona sengagw'aza'kwakhathala izingalo, 

kwa5amhloph� nanamuhla kukhalwa ngami, emaNgisini 
nakumaQactas1. �apho ihlangana khona kwa5amhlophe 
kukhalwa ngam1; naseMgungundlovu ngilapha-nje 
kukhalwa ngami ukuthi yimina engiqhatha impi yama­
khanda; namakhosi nezinduna ezimnyama kulolukhu­
v�th� ,akhala ngami ukuthi izibamu ayozitholaphi. 
Yu�make lowo; ofuna mina nakhu lapha ngikhona. 
Ng1lapha mina: 

"H!eh!a-nyova njengomthakathi, 
I ntshe!e!ezan' eshele!' amasosha kwaBobo 
fmvungamvunga edin'amajaji, · 
UMgqum'undawonye nonongqayi. 
uDondo!ozela ngezinq'odakeni, 
uSehla ngekhanda !aph'oManyathi, 
'faeh!a khona ngezinyawo. 
Umgwaz' ophinde!ayo, 
Owathuk'izanya 
Onjengevaka. 
UnxefJ' a!i!Jonwa nga!Jalandakazi 
UChaki.jan' ohla!'ezijungujungwin/ zamadoda. 
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Umh!amba !Jempheth'amaqana njengesibuda, 
Usiqo!Je singameva kaMahlamb'ahla!e. 
Maye I Maye I Ngiyokufa." 

Wathi egcina lapho amadoda amadala amanye aye­
sengenwe usinga athwala izagila ahamba sengathi 
umhlangano sewuhlakazekile. Wawa5ona uChakijane 
ukuthi . amadoda a-sedelile akasadingi lutho lwakhe 
lo5ufakazi wayesehlala phansi. 

Wathi uSigananda: 
"Senidelile na?" 
Amadoda o�ke athi: 
"fiayede !" 
Wayesukuma uChakijane wathi: 
"Manje sengizofika enda5eni enkulu. Ngiyazi ukuthi 

nxa sengikuleli laseMome angisekude nendawo lapho 
kuhlala khona uBambatha kaMancinza wakwaZondi. 
Nango umuntu engimfunayo, njengo5a sengizwile ukuthi 
a5elungu se5amkhipha esi<khundleni sikayise 5a5eka 
uyi,sekazi uMagwa5a5a uku5a aphathele uFunizwe 
umfowa5o kaBambatha. Futhi ngizwile ukuthi iningi 
lakwaZondi liyamfuna uku5a a5uyele esikhundleni. 
Yenake okaMancinza useyiqhathile ngo5a uku5aleka 
kwakhe ngaseMgungundlovana uqonde kwaZulu. Ngi­
funa Bona a5anjengami a5aqhathi 5ezimpi 5anga5aleki, 
Bazil we. -Inkosi · yakini sengiyitholile nezinda5a zayo 
sizizwile kwaZulu ukuthi kwathi noma izincele5ana · 
ezinjengoSishishili imali yamakhanda ziyithela kodwa 
nina 5akwaNcu5e nathi imali aninayo. Hhawu zayigi­
yela izinsizwa, nesaga sazo siyasazi lap ho zithi: 

"Yayize, yayize MaZulu!" 

Kwa5e akashilo uChakijane, zasithatha isaga 1z1-
nsizwa, zagiya zithokoza ngo5a sezi5ona uChakijane, 
zathi: 

"Yayize, yayize MaZulu!" 
· Ilanga laseliyoshona, inhlamvu yalo i5omvu. Inyanga
kwakuyilapho · iphumayo, iyinhle imangalisa, ikhanga
amehlo omuntu ezihambela . . . Emagqumeni ngama­
gquma izinkomo zasezi5uya ziqonde ngasezi5ayeni;
nalezo eziseduze nezi5aya zazidlela ose5eni lwezinta­
ngo zemizi a5afana 5ezivimbela uku5a zingafohli zi-
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ngene emasimini. Izimazi zonke zazihamba namathole 
uwa6one etshekedula eshiya onina engena phakathi 
kwezimbuzi. K1ude emimfuleni lapho umnyama wawu­
sugcwele khona emahlathini amnyama agcwele ama­
hlozi, nameva amangalisayo, omzungulu nomhluhluwe · 
phakathi kulawomahlozi kwakukhala amakhonde e6iz� 
imizi yawo uku6a kuzolalwa. Izinswempe emihosheni 
nasemafusin.i zazikhala nazo phansi �weziqundu zi- -
qhwanda 1z1kb.wali zokudla nezikhundla ezizoJala ku­
zona. Kuyo yonke lemisindo wawuzwa ukuvungama 
�'Yamadoda ese�hitheka ephuma, e6andla emungunya 
1�mda6a eka�e z1xoxwa khona. Onke ayephuma ·ngazwi 
lmye lokuth1 kunoku6a kuthelwe imali yamakhanda 
kungcono kufiwe. Ye6o a6antu khona mandulo 6a6e� 
kuxolela.. ukufa Balahlekelwe impilo ya6o kuleli khona 
Bezothola impilo ya Bo ephelele nengcono ezweni' elizayo 
lawo6a6amkhulu nama�hongo. Lapho kungekho zimpi, 
nandlala, nantela, nam16ala6ala yezizwe · kuphela uku-
thula-nje. Ezweni lamathongo ! 

·' 

�hakathi emzini wenkosi izinsizwa azitha;danga uku­
ch1theka kanye noyise. Zasala zihaya ihu6o elaselichi­
the_ke nom�la6a. Zonake zazilisinela, zingenzi njengo­
Ch1thumuz1 na6afowa6o Bona a6a6elihaya Behamba 
Bengahleli phansi. Wawuzwa zisho zithi: 

"lnkosi yahlul'izizwe, 
W angil!Jon'uBambatha, 
Sil!Jashise ke sizwe, 

]Jhe yaye!" 

W�;v:et�ule umfo kaGezindaka e6a6uka ngo6a iningi 
lalez1z1ns1zwa zazingazange ziyazi impi zisuswa ifundu­
lulo loku_nqa6a ukuthela zingazange zi6one umkhonto 
ungena uqaqa isikhumba somuntu, uda6ula inyama 
�ya�luk_anisa ku_thi_ kulowomsele u6one kumpompoza 
1gaz1 eh6omvu hsh1sa liphuma emithanjeni. Zazizwa 
ngenda6a ukuthi umkhonto ungena ezi6ilini zendoda 
�ze ugo6ele phakathi. Zazithathwa yiqungo lokuhaya 
1hu60 lempi. UChakijane wazi6uka wazithanda. Wathi: 

"Ngokuvunula kwazo zingikhumbuza izinsizwa engi­
hlangane nazo ngomgwaqo odlula entshonalanga na­
kwaN ongoma. Nazo 6ezihlo6e kanje. Into engithintile 
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kuzona uku6a zihu6e lelihu6o. Ngiyesa6a mhlawumbe· 
6ekuyi6utho -likaBambatha." 

"Qha", kusho uSigananda, "uBambatha akanaku6a 
k.wenye indawo ngaphandle kwalapha eMome." 

"Pho, lezozinsizwa Bezilithathephi ihu6o engilizwa 
lapha ngalesisikhathi esiphathelene noBambatha." 
Ku6uza uChakijane. 

"Amahu6o lawa ahamba nomoya wena kaGezindaka. 
Nathi 6esikesihu6e elikhulu likaDingana sise6asha uma 
sesiqinise nemisipha sisho sithi: 

"Zwan'isidumo sempi, 
lnkos'inqafJ'ukuphum'endlini. 
NdafJa yempi I 
M afJabofJoz� ingazi, 
HlafJ 'afJezizwe, 
Wo yaye I wo yaye I" 

Uze wena ongaziyo usuthatheka usuthi yigama •lethu 
esisina ngalo kanti qha. Na6oke la6o6antu ohlangane 
na6o, 6e6elihla6elela-nje ngo6a Belizwile." 

Kuthe Besakhuluma kwezwakala inceku ikhuleka 
emnyango ngo6a phela kwakukhona izixuku zamakhe­
hla emi ngamane nangamathathu efakana imilomo nge­
nda6a kaBambatha. .6ayidedela yangena emnyango, 
Yagaqa ngamadolo, yaye ·yahlala phezu kwezithende 
ihlikihla izandla. Endlini kwathula Bonke 6a6uka 
inceku lena ekhulekayo. Yazi6ika ukuthi esangweni 
kukhona a6antu a6afuna ukukhuluma nenkosi uSiga­
nanda. .6ayashesha 6ayaphuthuma ngo6a 6aphuma 
ngaseMgundlovana. Kwathi i6uzwa inceku ukuthi 6a­
ngo6ani yathi yona kayazi ngo6a 6a6ukeka 6enga6anu­
mzane Behloniphekile. Wayesethi uSigananda inceku 
!eyo mayi6angenise- endlini. Kuthe uku6a ithi shelele
Inceku wathi uChakijane:

Z
. "I�handa lami lingitshela ukuthi la6a6afo a6akwa­
ond1, Baphuma kuye okaMancinza." 
"Hhawu wakhuluma umqondo okimina wena ka­

Gezinda6a. Hhayi nokho sizo6a6ona, sizwe na6eze
ngakho."
· fiesaxoxa, kwasekuzwakala izigi phandle inceku na6o a6antu a6a6efuna uku6ona uSigananda. Kwaku-

•
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ngamakhehla amaBili ehamba nendoda-nje eyayisiqinile 
1 kodwa yona ingendala njengoSigananda, ithi mayiBe 

intanga kaChakijane. Kuthe ukuBa Bangene, Banga­
khuleka. UBuso BaBo BaBungaBonakali ngoBa kwase .. 
kuhwelele, nomlilo lo owawuBasiwe wawungakhanyi 
ngokwanele ukuBa BaBonakale. fiahlala phansi laselithi 
elinye ikhehla: 

"Wo, sesikhulekile nina BakwaNcuBe." Lasho lizilu­
n�isa lidohsa izinjoBo zalo, liphulula ibeshu, lihlala li­
zmza ocansini, lathi futhi selihleli liqalaza endlini: 

"W 
' 

eu, waze wakhathala umuntu kwathi makakhale 
njengengane encane, angakhaii nangoyise akhaie ngo­
nina." Lisho njaio kalinake Iutho ikhehia likhuiuma 
lodwa. fiahieka IaBa aBasendiini ingani BaBengathi 
aBanakiie Ba_savuse izinhlonzi zokuBa aBantu Bangene
Bangakhuiek1. Kodwa uma kuthi Bengakhulekiie Ba­
Buye Bazikhuiumeie ngokuBona - - indaBa yayisiyeqe 
�mad_olo, esikhundieni sokuBa ithukuthelise yayisuke
1hI,�k1se umuntu. Ngakhoke waBuza uSigananda wathi:

Kuqhanyukwaphi?" 
Laphendula ikhehia elidaia lathi: 
"Kuphunywa le ngaseMgundiovana kwaZondi." 
"Kuqondwephi?" KuBuza uChakijane. 
"Qha, mnumzane size khona lapha, kwaNcuBe enko­

sini yakhona. Sihamba nom'ntwana wenkosi kaManci­
nza. Noma kunga�emntwana wankosi waiutho, · ngoBa 
pheia sekusezwem laBelungu, kulaiwa siBeke Iona, 
kuyasa Bona seBeBeke lowaya. Thina sihamba no­
mntwana wenkosi, kaManciza. Uye Iona " Lasho 
limkhomba phakathi kwawo amakhehla. UBambatha 
uhleli akanyakazi, uthuie-nje amehio yiiokhu ewahlome 
kuChakijane wangawagudiuza. Naye uChakijane useze 
waBona ukut?i uBambath� Iona uBukana naye, kwaBa­
khona nokuzmyeza ukuth1 ngaBe mhlawumbe umfanisa 
nomuntu wakwakhe yini, njengoBa Baningi aBantu 
BakwaZondi aBaBeBaiekiie Bamhlamuka uBambatha, 
aBanye Bathanda ukumthengisa nakuBeiungu. Mhia­
wumbe uBambatha ucaBanga ukuthi ungomunye waBo. 
Kuthe kusenjaio wathi uSigananda: 
· "Hawu, wena ka�ancinza kangikuBoni, kumnyama,

namehio asequndek1Ie ukuguga. Mfana kawusezi na-
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kimi uzoxhawula sengikuzwele izindaBa ezingaka zoBu­
qhawe?" Washo ehleka l).Sigananda ngoBa kwakuyi­
sinteli kuiaBo aBajwayeleyo. Wasukuma uBambatha 
weza kuSigananda wathi: 

"NgiBona wena BaBa. Ngisazi yini lokhu izinto sezi­
guqukiie-nje. Umngane wakho kakusemngane", washo 

· emxhawuia eqhuBeka nokukhuluma ethi, "okunguyena 
mngane wakho namuhla ngumuntu wezizwe." 

W athi uSigananda: 
"Usho kahle ngoBa saiusuxhawula nalowomuntu we­

zizwe oseceieni kwami Iapha. Mhiawumbe uke uzwe 
ngendaBa ukuthi kukhona uChakijane kaGezindaka 
wodumo ezimpini zamaBunu namaNgisi. Uyenake Iona 
oiapha kimina namuhla." 

Washo njaio maqede uBambatha waselula isandla 
ngokungaBaza wasinika uChakijane noChakijane esakhe 
waseluia Beiokhu Bebekene emehiweni Bengakhuiumi­
sani. Zazezahiangana izandia zangomothelana, imizi­
mba yaBo yasondeiana, ingani uChakijane wayehieli 
phansi, wasukuma emgqikini walinganisana noBamba­
tha owayemi. Waphakamisa isandia sakhe sekhohio 
uBambatha wasiBeka emahlombe akaChakijane wasi­
qinisa wathi: 

"Nguwena ngempela uChakijane na ?" 
Akaphendulanga uChakijane wadimene wamBuka 

watheia umzimba phansi, waBuye waBuza uBambatha 
wathi: 

"N angempela na?" 
Wathi uChakijane: 

"Akasekho omunye. Yimina." 
"Unongen' endlin' emnyameni, 
Umqhathi wemp'azilwele." 

"Akasekhoke omunye yimina lowo." 
.6aBuye Bathula BaBukana, izandla zaBo zathi dedele­le, BaBuyela ezindaweni zaBo Bahlala phansi. 
Laphake kwahlangana amaqhawe amaBili odumo 

lwezimpi zokugcina ezaliwa :nguZulu emnzansi we­
Afilika, izizwe zonke sezadela zaBeka phansi amahawu 
nomkhonto. Amaqhawe okugcina akhombisa ukuthi U6uqhawe uZulu wayephiwe Bona eBuphiwe ngamatho­
ngo khona kwasekudalweni. Angisho uBuqhawe oBu-
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Bonwa emagwaleni alwa ngezibamu, nangombayimbayi, 
nangemishini endiza phezulu eya6ikezelwa ngumfo 
kaSenzangakhona esezifela kwaDukuza. Qha ! Ngisho 
u6uqhawe Bendoda i6ukana nenye indoda kuliwa. 
U6uqhawe o6uyekela phansi a6antu Besifazane 6anga-
6ulawa Baqothulwe nezin_gane Bezincelisa, 6a6ulawe 
ngemvula yezinhlamvu eziqhuma ziphohloze, zisakaze 
konke okuphilayo nokungezwayo. Hhawu magwala ! 

OkaMancinza nokaGezindaka yiwona amaqhawe 
okugcina umlungu owasinisa ngethambo lawo. Nxa 
uzwa ngonifo kaThakhwini (Tarquin the Proud) ezi­
nda6eni ezindala zaseRoma owakhombisa u6uqhawe 
Bamakhosi o6uRoma kwaze kwagcina, esizwa ngu­
mkhwenyana wakhe uMamilusi (Mamilius) nenye inkosi 
uLaphosena (Lars Porsena), naweke u6oqonda ukuthi 
emaqhaweni okugcina kwezom6uso · kaZulu, kwaqha­
muka umfo kaMancinza, 

"Bambath'umhlan'unafnagwala, 
Ulanga phuma sikothe, 
Kade sikothel'emafini, 
U Magaduzel' owafJonel' empunzini. 
USilwane nkunzimbili kweNhlengana." 

Qha, inkosi' kayiqedwa iyathathwa-nje kuthi lapho 
kumnandi iyekwe. 

Ehhe, lapha kwaSigananda kwahlangana amaqhawe 
lawo okugcina. Aku6anga sikhathi uBambatha wa6a­
tshela ukuthi yena useyalwa eMgundlovana njengo6a 
eshiyile-nje 6esekuku6i, kusha imizi ya6elungu neya­
mambuka. UChakijane a6ese6uza athi: 

"Impi 'yakho ingakanani?" 
Athi uBambatha: 
"Ingamaviyo angamashumi amane, ngaphezu kwa­

lokho ngethembe uSilwane induna yasesiLungwini 
okunguyena ona6antu a6angangezwe." 

A6u·ze uChakijane: 
"Njengo6a naku siku6ona-nje ukuthi ufuna uku6a 

sihlangane nawe, wena kaMancinza, usuca6ange lisu­
lini." 

Wahleka uBambatha owayeqalisa uku6a . abekane 
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namadoda ayem6uza hgokwenza kwakhe engamthatheli 
phezulu njenga6alandeli Bakhe. Wathatha wathi: 

"Mina kanginasu ngaphandle koku6a nginitshelile 
ukuthi emuva le, eMgundlovana imizi ya6elungu iyasha. 
Ngilapha-nje ngiz6cela isu lokuqhu6a kuwena ka­
Gezindaka ngo6a ngizwile izimanga ozenzileyo ngempi 
yamaBunu ngoku6a konke owakulingayo waphumelela 
kukho konke." 

Athi uChakijane: 
"Qha, wena kaMancinza ngifuna ukuzwa umqondo 

wakho kuqala, nalokho ongifunela khona. Nxa s�ngi­
zwile owakho umqondo namasu okuhambisa kwakho, 
nami ngizokhipha owami umqondo uwazi." Nempela 
uBambatha wa6ona ukuthi ubekene nelinye iqili, ku­
ngcono alale phansi avume ngo6a inda6a yomlilo owa­
yewuqale eMgundlovane yayinkulu, yayingadinga 
umqondo wendoda eyodwa, klfnti yayidinga iningi, nalo
iningi lelo liyiphathe ngokucophelela nango6ucayi. 

Wayese·phendula ethi: 
"A6elungu a6akho nempela, Bayingcosana ngo6a la6a

aBaneno a6asahlangene na6angaphesheya kolwandle.
NamaBunu awezwani namaNgisi." 

Ase amangale uChakijane athi: 
"Uqinisile wena kaMancinza na? Wazi ngani ukuthi

izilokazane kazihlangene. Ingani uyazi, mhlawumbe 
Uyakhumbula amazwi kaSomsewu mhla elande a6a­
ntwana BakaMonase, ewasho kuCetshwayo. Uyakhu­
mbula ukuthi wathini?" 

Wathi okaMancinza, 
"Angiwazi Gezindaka." 
"USomsewu wathi esuka-nje, phakathi komkhandlu, 

�?6iza inkosi ngegama wathi, 'uyaBona mfana ka­
. Pantle, uthini? Uma u6ulala mina uyo6e u6ulala1rnbila emhlophe. Kuyohamba kuze kuthinteke nezi­
�gaphesheya kolwandle. Zonke ziyophuma ziyofuna 1hhambo lenye imbili; ziyolifurta zize zilithole.' Waye­
s o ukuthini ngalokho?" Wa6uza uChakijane wathula nkrnakhehla ayelalele kuqhudelisana izazi nawo a6ona
u U�hi kunga:"'o ukuphendula ngo6a uCetshwayo waye­
:;de eBusa wona. Kwaphendula leli elalifike noBamba-

a kade lithule lingakhulur:µi lutho, lathi: 
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"Wayeqondisa ukuthi lowo o6ulala umlungu, aka6u­
lele lowomlungu yedwana, kodwa use6ulele 6onke 
a6anye a6elungu, nala6o angazange a6a6one, na6o 
se6eyomfuna 6efuna ukuphindisela." 

"Uqinisile 6a6a." Kusho uChakijane. "Ngakhoke 
njengo6a esegwazile okaMancinza washisa nemizi yezi­
lokazana, umlilo sewokhekile kawusenakucinywa. Oka­
Mancinza yimbi6a emnyama. N ezimbi6a ezimnyama 
sekufanele ziphume emigodini yazo zizovikela enye 
imbi6a emnyama, ngo6a izindlela zalezizimbi6a ezi­
mhlophe sizazi singazazi. Kodwa ukuhlakanipha 
kwazo kuqukethwe yizenzo namazwi akaSomsewu 
umfo kaSonjica. Uyise walowomlungu wayehlakani­
phile, 6akwethu. Nake naku6ona uku6a umlungu afike 
asishayanise ngamakhanda asitshele ukuthi sonke singa­
makhosi oswela, masi6use sonke ngo6a siyalingana no­
Cetshwayo? Konke lokl'!u ukwenzela okoku5a sixa6ane 
-sod wan a,· si6angisane u6ukhosi, nezikhundla zasesi­
Lungwini. Nempela kunjalo, kwasa-nje, siyanephulana
si6anga ukuthandwa nga6elungu, u6udoda no6uqhawe
a6usekho."

Washo njalo, wathula uChakijane, ikhehla lakwa­
Zondi lathi: "Kade ngangithanda ukum6ona lomfana.
Sengifuna uku6ona uyise omzalayo nganeliswe. Lokhu­
kuhlakanipha okungaka ukuthathaphi ungakaxu6i
nakuxu6a-nje ekhanda? Ingani thina esingamadodra
inda6a kaSomsewu kasiyichazi njengo6a uyichaza-nje?
Iyasahlula, kodwa siyanephulana nakhona lapho."

Kuthe sekungathi kusakhohlakele uBambatha aku­
zele lapha kuSigananda wathatha okaMancinza wathi: 

"Namuhla kuliwa ngezibamu. Sonke lesisikhathi 
kade ngilwa inda6a yazo. Izibamu zigcwele; zigcwele 
izindlu ezimbili. Enye indlu iseMgundlovana, enye 
iseduze nomuzi wami." 

Kwa6e akaligwinyile lelo, wahleka uChakijane wathi, 
"Nampoke thina esi6afunayo, kungalokhu kukhulu­

nywa into engayindawo. Kodwa nansi inda6a embi: 
zingatholakala kanj ani lezozibamu na?" 

Wathi uBambatha: 
"Lokho kulula ngo6a ukhona umuntu wami ose6enza 

esitolo esiseduze komuzi wami eMpanza. Yilapho lapho 
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kukhona izibamu ngempela. Phezu kwalokho kukhona 
nendlu yomsizi eduzana." 

La Buza iqili elidala uChakijane lathi: 
"Kuyokwenziwa njani endlini yomsizi lokhu wona 

wala ukuthintwa-nje u6ese uqhuma njalo." 
Wayesethi okaMancinza,: 
"Qha kulungile lokho ngo6a umsizi kawusizi lutho 

indlu leyo singayiyeka enomsizi singayithinti, siqonde _ 
kuphela lapho kulchona izibamu." 

Wathula uChakijane elalele okukade kukhulunywa 
nguBambatha wayesethatha ethi: 

"Njengo6a esitolo leso kukhona a6elungu izibamu 
ziyotholakala kanj ani?" 

"Kulula lokho ngo6a siyothi sifika-nje kuqhwetshwe 
a6antu la6a a6ase6enzayo Bese thina sithuma izinsizwa 
zekhethelo zifike zi6ambe a6elungu la6o, kunga6inda-
6azalutho", kukhtduma uBambatha. 

Wayese6ona naye uChakijane ukuthi ice6o likaBa­
mbatha lilungile futhi liyinto ekade wayeyica6anga 
akuyinto ayithathela phezulu wayeseyenza. Into eyam­
misa isi6indi nguku6a . uBambatha una6antu Bakhe 
a61.ase6enza ku6elungu 6asesitolo eMpanza. Futhike 
laoa6antu u6ethembile. 

Inda6a yokuthola izibamu kw.a6ayiyona esemiqondwe­
�i ya6o Bonke kwaze kwa6a phakathi ko6usµku ixoxwa
lllgapheli, kodwa kwavunyelwana ukuthi kusa ngaku­
sasa kuyohanjwa lapho selintambama ilanga kuqondwe
eMpanza. Kwalalwa emzini wonke kwathulisa kwathi
nya. W a wuzwa ngakho ukuthi kukhona amakhosi
�l�leyo ngo6a kwakuthula kuthule kuzwakale imbongi
�61za amakhosi ohlanga amadala akwaZulu, iwathathe,

k
1Wathathe, i5uye ithule ku6e sengathi sekulelwe, kodwa 
Uthi futhi emva kwesikhathi uzwe enye ithatha mhla­

Wumbe amakhosi akwaNcu6e iwathatha phansi iwa­
Phonse phezulu, nayo i6uye ilale. Kothi u6uthongo 6u­
mi:iandi uzwe kuqamunda ·enye futhi imbongi yelula 
fz16ongweni zamakhosi'akwaZondi ngo6a phela phandle
apha kwaku6uthene amaviyo ngamaviyo. UBambatha 

Wayefike nawakhe amaviyo ama6ili ayemphekezela. 
Ezindlini lapha utshwala 6a6uxhaphakile kusindwa 

nga6o, inyama yenkomo kuyizigingqane. Izinyanga 
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zokwelapha impi zaseziwakhe a6ayinqwa6a amakhambi 
ayizintelezi zempi seziwalungisa ziwenzela ikusasa 
lapho zizoqinisa khona izinsizwa ngaphambi koku6a 
ziphume. 

Kuthe ekuseni kwaqalwa ukwelapha impi, kwatha­
thwa amakhosi ancindiswa agcatshwa ngamakhu6alo 
akhona, kwadlulelwa ezinduneni nazo zenziwa kanjalo 

-zaphindela endlini. Se6esendlini uBambatha noSiga­
nanda noChakijane nezinduna kwafumaniseka uku6a
kutholakale insizwa eyethembekileyo ihambe nezinye
zakwaZondi. Lensizwa kufanele ikwazi ukulinga uku­
khuluma isiNgisi khona kuzo6a sengathi yona iphuma
eMgungundlovu emakholweni ngo6a phela a6antu
BaseMgun'gundlovu eZideni Bona 6a6esiza a6elungu
Bengathandi imikhuf'Ja yamakhafula. Lensizwa yiyona
ezocela nendawo yokulala lapho, kwenzelwe khona izo­
qhwe6a a Bantu la Ba BakwaZondi i6atshele ukuthi ,selu­
hlangene, Besekuthi nalona olala esitolo amfune amthole
naye atshelwe ukuthi abeke lapho izibamu zingakhona
ngo6a ziyafunwa.

I6andla lakhomba yena uChakijane ojwayele kakhulu
izinda6a ezinjalo. Wena wakoChakijane wazilandulela
ngo6a esa6a ukuthi uyaziwa kakhulu phakathi kwa6e­
Lungu. Futhi noma yiliphi iBunu lalingam6ona lim6eke
phansi ngenhlamvu ngo6a eyinhloli eyahlamukayo ya­
ngena ngasemaNgisini. Futhike lapha enda6eni yemali 
yamakhanda kwasekudume ukuthi uChakijane Iona
uhlangene nenkosi yohlanga uDinizulu ngo6a wayengo­
munye wezinsila zakhe. Nokuthi ubengu olungase lu­
suse impi kuyo6e naye uDinizulu uphakathi ngenxa
yoku6a ezwana noChakijane. Nempela lathi ukuzwa
lokho i6andla lathula lap.eliswa. Wathula, wathula 
uSigananda wathi:

"Ngasengimtholile mina umuntu ongawuse6enza lo­
mse6enzi. Kukhona umfana lapha wakwaMakhathini,
uyise uyinduna yami. Usandakufika ephuma ngapha
eBabatini emise6enzini ya6elungu; nguyena ongahamba
azenze ophuma eMgungundlovu. Ake umine lapha
Lunyana." Washo njalo induna yakhe uLunyana ka­
Luhungu wathi locu weza kuyena, wathi:

"Sengifikile." 

- 129·

"Ha-mba uye ema6uthweni ezinsizw,a uyo6iza uMa­
lambule, ngisho lomfana kaMakhathini." 

Wasuka uLunyana waphuma phandle waqhwe6a 
omunye kogqayinyanga weza kuyena wamthuma uku6a 
ayo6iza uMalambule. Kwathi nya, kwathi nya, na6o 
a6anumzane Besazixoxela kumungunywa yona ·inda6a 
yezibamu wayese6uyile ugqayinyanga noMalambule 
wamnikeza ezandleni zikaLunyana, wakhuleka ugqayi­
nyanga wathi: 

"O, wena wangenhla." Wathula uLunyana wathatha 
wafulathela, uMalambule wamlandela. Ukungena 
kwakhe endlini uLunyana wam6ika umfana. Kwathi 
ukuBa angene uMalambule amakhosi nezinduna athula 
cwaka, Bonke 6-aqinisa izinhlonzi, lapho uMalambule 
uvalo lwalungasamphethe kwasekuthi makawe phansi. 
Amadolo ayeseshayana e6ulawa yisazelo sokuthi uvela 
esilungwini lapho a6antu se6ezishaya a6elungu se6e­
ngathandi ukubinca amabeshu, nalapho a6antu se6esi-
6ukela phansi isithembu, nokuthi futhi a6antu Basesi­
lungwini Borike Balwa nom6uso wohlanga Bafuna 
umBuso wa6elungu a6angaqondi nokuthi uyothi uphi 
u6e uphi. 

Wathi uku6a athi, "fiAYEDE", amehlo kaChakijane 
aqonda kwakaBambatha, wathi uChakijane: 

"Nithi kuyolunga kahle mphakathi, lokhu loluda6a 
lukhulu na?" 

Wathi uSigananda: 
"Uthini Lunyana?" 
"Angazi mnumzane, umfana lo", esho ekhomba uMa­

lambule, "ufuze uyise ngo6a ku6afowa6o Bonke nala6o
e6engi6athemba nguyena yedwa olapha enkundleni.
Nguyena othe efika wahambisana noyise ezinda6eni 

k
zezwe. Khona lokho-nje kupp.ela kusho into enkulu 
akhulu", kushq uLunyana. 
Athi uBambatha: 
"Amadolo akhe asaqinile-nje? Awasathanjiswa yi-

m1 famumfamu yezinkwa zawomaqumbana emadolobeni, 
0khu phela Ia6a Baphenduka a6afazi ku6e yi6onaaBaphekayo, 6ageze nezingu6o zawomaqumbana ne­

Zezingane? Uthi Busekhona u6udoda lap ha?" Washoernthinta imisipha yezinkonyane, neyemilenze; kodwa
6 
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· uMalambule akanyakazanga, kwathi lap ho em thin ta·
izihluzi zezitho- wabekisa amehlo phansi wamB4ka
lomuntu angamaziyo, kodwa aBe elokhu emtoBoza
izitho sengathi uyisilwane esizohlatshwa. Uthe esuku­
misa ikhanda uBambatha amehlo akhe ahlangana naka­
Malambule Bathana halamuzi, wabeka eceleni uBamba­
tha kodwa wangadela, waBuya wawaphendukisa amehlo
ukuBa aBuBuke kahle uBuso BukaMalambule, wamfica
esalokhu embekile ngawa·yizolo engaqwayizi. Wathi
uBambatha:

"Qha mlingani, uBukeka sengathi angahamba nezami
izinsizwa." · Wawasho lawamazwi ehlala phansi emgqi­
kini wakhe waBuye wahwaqaBala ukuBa athi eyinkosi
umuntukazana abekane naye kodwa kt.izonde yena.· No­
Malambule waBona ukuthi kanti lomuntu omthintayo
yinkosi amehlo _ akhe wawathambisa, kwathi lapho
uBambatha eseBuyela futhi ukumbeka washalaza wabe­
ka njalo phansi. Lesisenzo sikaMalambule samthokozi­
za uBambatha. Wayesethi uChakijane: .

"Sekulungileke, masinqume isikhathi sokuphuma
lapha. Wenake kaZokufa tshela lomfana okuyikhona
simfunela khoria." Nempela uSigananda wamtshela 
uMalambule ukuthi kudingeka ahambe nezinsizwa
ezithize ayoBamba umlungu wasesitolo eMpanza. NaBo 
BazoBe Bekhona kodwa yena nezinsizwa lezo uzongena
kuqala endlini axoxe naBantu aBaseBenzayo kuBe se­
ngathi uphuma eMgungundlovu. ABatshele aBant�
ukuthi uyinxusa JikaMancinza nokuthi Bona maBazaz1 
zonke izibamu lapho zikhona .,ngoBa zizofuneka ngaBo
loBuBusuku. Kuhle Bona Baphume Bahambe ngaso
lesosikhathi Baqonde ngaseMpanza Bahlole lonke lelo­
zwe.

Kwathi ukuBa uMalambule ahambe, isiBindi sesithe
gidi ngoBa nakhu kukhonjiswa ukuthi uyethenjw�,
uChakijane noBambath�-naBo BaBopha n,.goB� _kwakud1-
ngeka ukuBa ngaphamb1 kokuBa kuhlaselwe is1tolo sase­
Mpanza, kekuyoBonwa uMgombane induna kaBambatha
ojrnyiyona okwathi noma aBelungu BeBeka uFuni���
yona yanamathela kumfo kaMancinza. Okwes1B1h 
kwakufanele ku6anjwe yena uFunizwe umfowa6o ka-
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Bambatha noMagwaBaBa uyisekazi wakhe futhi uBa-
mbatha ngoBa yiBona aBa6engamambuka. 

.fiafika kuMgombane induna kaBambatha sekuhlwi!e: �odwa kwaBonakala ukuthi a6antu 6aqoqene emzn�1 wakhe Bathi ukum6ona uBambatha ehamba n0Chak1-
jane B�nke 6akhuleka Bathi: 

".6ayede !" 
Lala iqhawe elidala uku6a a6antu Ba_lo 6al�z:se 

kangaka uku6a liyinkosi. La6atshela ukuth1 ma_6ah61ze
6athi, "Zondi", njengomuntukazana. Kwath1 u�u6a
6am6one ukuthi riempela nguyena umfo kaMancmza, 
6aqala ukudlala aBantwana BaBantu, k?giya izinsizwa 
kuBe ngathi ziphonsiwe, zi6ongan_a, z1haya amahu6? nezinkondlo ezindala zawoMancmza, zawoJangem, 
·zawoMagenge, zawoZacela, · zawoNomashu!Ili, zawo­
Gasa namanye amakhosi amadala. Kwag1y":'a. naye
okaMancinz·a waze wangenwa usinga, kwaluma 1zmwele
ekhanda, kwaluma unyawo, wathatha isihlangu �akhe,
Wayesesukile, 6asho a6antu 6akhe nomphakath1 owa­
wuBukela, Basho Bathi: 

"Yesuka, yahlala! 
Yesuka, yahlala!" 

Pho Basho kuBani lokhu uBambatha kwakulishinga:. 
Uthe ethi uyaqeda ukug.iya kwasuka imbo_ngi ya_khe
YaBonga omunye wawokoko Benkosi uJangem, wath1: 

"Kangakanani I 
Nasentendeni yomkhonto angahlala, 
Umanda-sithe!Jeni onjengenyama. 
UVico akagezanga unyakamisile, 
U!Juye nensil'emmfuleni. 
f Sikhangan' esikhang' umuntw' ekude, 
Ngo!Ja sikhang'uNomhlosela wakwaMlambo. 
Umphuhlane ophuhlez'imfundeni, 
'fJekungezoMkhambathi neloza. 
lnhla!Jathi yoMngeni engifike, 
'!Jeyihlela ngahlela. 
Amanz'oMkhambathi naweloza. 
A many' ayewuka, 
A many' ayenyuka. " 

6• 
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WayeseBathulisa umfo kaMancinza. Lapho seku-
hlatshwe wena nkomo, nawe wena mbuzi, inyama seku­
yimithl:l,la. UBam"batha usephuma noMgombane no­
Chakijane Beyofuna izintelezi zempi owazikhonjiswa 
nguyise. Zazimile eduze kwethuna lakhe; wafika wa­
Bakhombisa ithuna likayise, wanqampuna izintelezi 
azidingayo waBuya. 

£asuka lapho Baqonda eMpanza Bahlangana nomunye 
walaBaBantu aBaBehamba noMalambule eham'ba egi­
jima ekhefuzela Bathi: 

"Yini?" 
Wathi: "Weu, useyonile indaBa lomfo wakwaNcuBe 

enisinike yena. Kuthe lapho thina umlungu· sesirhtha­
tha ngeklwa ngaphambi kokuBa kufike aBanye (ngoBa 
phela sekukhona aBanye aBahlomile eseBefikile) · wathi 
yena umlungu akayekwe. Pho, thina njengo6a kuthi­
wena singenzi lutho ngaphandle kwakhe sayeka sa-
thula." 

"Pho manje yena uphi?" KuBuza uChakijane. 
"Ngivele ngamsola lapho ngimBuka amehlo akhe 

ukuthi akuzulunga ltitho", sekusho okaMancinza. 
"Nani niyashesha ukwethemba aBantu ningaBazi, 

nifiethwese imiseBenzi enzima", sekukhuluma uChaki­
j ane. "P}J.o sizokwenzenj ani?" 

"Akukho ukwenza ngokunye, MayiBambe: Khona 
phambili, zinsizwa ezinkulu !" Kusho uBambatha. 
£athi Besondela ingani kumnyama, kwaqhamuka ono­
ngqayi naBelungu aBamBalwa. Yahlangana, 6aco6o­
shisa aBakwaZulu, kwathi lapho ezinye izinsizwa sezi­
funa ukuqeda konke nasesifazaneni, wathi okaGezinda­
ka: 

"AkusiBo uBuqhawe 1060, ma6anga6ulawa aBesifa­
zane." 

W athi ukuzwa lokho owesifazane omhlophe watha­
tha isikhwama esasigcwele imali wasiphonsa kuChaki­
jane, wathatha okaGezindaka wajikijela emgodlweni 
wakhe. ABaBoni laBa aBanye. Sekuphuthunywa esi­
tolo. Okokuqafa kwathathwa izibamu, nainavolovolo. 
KwaBonwa nezisevo zemali kodwa zivaliwe. £a6e6e­
yathe Bayazivula zathi nkwe. Wathukuthela omunye 
owake wahamba namasosha amhlophe waBona noku-
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qhunyiswa kukadalimede, wathukuthela . waqonda 
endlini kadalimede namadoda amane. Waf1ka khona 
wavula wathatha intambo kadalimede weza nayo, 
wayifaka embotsheni yesihluthulelo, wanameka nge-
6umba wokhela umlilo. Waduma udalimede, zathi 
gembeqe izivalo, imali yathi saka pharisi. ZaButha 
izinsizwa. 

S�ziButhile izinsizwa zaqonda ngasesitolo. Zafika 
impahla igcwele. Zakhwela phezulu zandulula, kuyileyo 

. izikhethela okuthandwa yiyona, ifaka ikhipha ngoku­
thanda kwayo. Zithe zisuka lapho zangenela amabo­
dlela kagologo. Zaphuza amehlo abeka emuva, kwathi 
lezo ezi:r,huthelweyo zafika muva zangenela amathini 
ziwaBona emakhulu ecweBezela, zawaboBosa, zaphuza, 
zaphuza,kanti seziphuza :pophalafini. AkuBanga ndaBa­
zalutho. ABanye Besali6e1e lapha esitolo wayedlula 
uChakijane . noBambatha Beqonde kuMagwaBaBa no­
Funizwe Bethi BayoBavimbezela. Kwanqunywa ukuthi 
Baze BangaBulawa, BaBanjwe Balethwe emkhandlwini 
kuzozwakala ukuthi Bakwenzelani ukuBa Bathi Bemnya­
Ina Bathengise ngegazi laBo ezilokazaneni na. 

Kanti Bona lendaBa Bayakhe-nje sekukhona aBazo­
&wegwesa Baqonde kuFunizwe Bamdonse ngendleBe 
Bathi, wafa. Weqa_ uFunizwe waqonda eMgundlovana 
Wayo6ike1a aBelungu ukuthi uBambatha lorra aBamxo­
shayo waBalekela kw.aZulu; nangu eseBuyile esezoxo­
Bisa eMpanza. OkukaMagwaBaBa kwaBa okunye 
ngoBa yena akadonswanga muntu. :6amvimbezela 
esalele, wangena qede uChakijane wadumela uzankosi 
owawulenga odongeni, wawukinatela eza_ndleni zika­
MagwaBaBa, kwaBe BayamqhuBa njalo. · Wazikhalela
UMagwaBaBa wathi: 

"Ningi6ophelani lokhu anginakuBaleka sengingu­
llluntu omdala osemadolonzima. Ne_mali anginayo 
llladoda engaBe phela ningiBambela yona; kukhona 
kuphela opondwe aBayishumi", washo eBakhombisa 
emsamo lapho kwakukhona ibokisanyana lamapula­
ngwe. Waqonda khona uChakijane walivula ibokisi 
Wathatha imali leyo eBomvu egiBele amahhashi, wa­
Phonsa' emxhakeni, Baphuma naye uMagwaBaBa. 
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Kwathi se6ehlangana noBambatha, wa6uza kuCha­
kijane •ukuthi uFunizwe um6ekephi. Kodwa noma 
echaza ethini uChakijane uBambatha akakho­
lwanga u·kuthi 6amfice ese6alekile uFunizwe. Ngen:x;a 
yokudumala uBambatha, ukuthi uFunizwe aka6anjwa­
nga yena wasala esethi uyisekazi uMagwa6a6a akana­
ku6ulawa ngo·Ba uma kwenziwa njalo funa koniwe 
izintelezi zempi ngo6a uMagwa6a6a sekunguyena yise 
osesele kuphela. N oMagwa6a6a wahloma wah1angana 
mshungumunye na6o walwa na6elungu. 

Eku6alekeni kwakhe uFunizwe ku6onakala ukuthi 
waye wafika eMgundlovana wa6ika ku6elungu :rigo6a 
Bathe 6ephenduka kwaMagwa6a6a oBamb&tha no­
Chakijane 6a6eqonda khona · futhi ngaseMpanza. 
Ngalo lelolanga loku6uya kwa6o 6ahlangana nempi 
yamaNgisi, 6ayilalela ngaseLoza emhosheni omu6ana. 

Kuthe lapho leyompi isingene yaphelela emhoshaneni 
lowo 6ayibedukela, kwashulungana amahhashi a6a6e­
thi 6awagi6ele a6elu:r:igu, awisa phansi amasosha, kwa­
khuza uthuli phezulu, zasho izinsizwa ezinkulu zathi: 

"Ngadla ngingaqali ngenkomo yakwethu, we· 6a6o !" 
Wayedwa o6uzayo ethi: 
"Wawuyaphi? Sengikhona lapho." 
Hhawu, 6a·6aqedaqeda a6elungu, 6a6uyela enqa6eni 

a6a6ecashe kuyo eMome. EMome 1apha izwe ligcwele 
izihlahla, limnyama alakhiwe muntu. Uma useMpanza 
u6uka empumalanga u6ona uriqanqama lwamatshe 
amhlophe na6omvu, neziwa ongaziqala liphuma ilanga 

. kodwa uyozikhwela lisemakhanda. Ziyesa6eka n_go6a 
phakathi ku.zona kuvuleke amage6a amakhulu lapho 
kungangena khona isizwe :Sonke nezinkomo. Lawama­
ge6e awa6onakali ngo6a kuvimbe izihlahla ngaphambili. 

A6elungu 6a6engazazi zonke izinqa6a ezazicasha 
a6antu a6a6elokhu 6e6ahlasela 6a6athelekele 6enga­
qondi futhi 6engazelele. Kuthe se6efika enqa6eni kwa­
hlalwa phansi kwa6alwa izibamu eziphangiweyo, 
fiafica sezevile emashumini amathathu, ngenxa yokuja­
B·ula umfo kaGezindaka ingani yena umuntu ozithulela­
yo ongangenwa usinga kalula, kodwa ngaleyomini wa­
giya Basho 6athi: 
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"Kwagwaz'uyise, 
K wagwaz' indodane I 
Chakijana! 
Ugwaza kanjani? "

.6am6onga njalo ngo6a kulempi yasemhosheni eMpa­
nza kwagwaza amadoda kwaze kwathi . udlBi lwawo
nalo lwa6eka phansi amacansi lwaco6osh1sa noma yini 
eyayedlule koyise na6afowa6o. 

IS AH L UKO XI . 
Kuthe lapho eseqede konke ukuqoqa izinto azidingayo 

uku6a eqe uNomanzi, ·wafikelwa isithongwana samla­
hla phansi. Kwa6e akalele kwafika oninakhulu ephu­
sheni wathi kuye: "Uyangazi mina ?" Intombazana 
yathi: "Angikwazi, ungu6ani na?" Wathi uninakqulu: 
"Mina nginguMamhuhulu, unyokokhulu." Intombazana 
Yamangala ngo6a uninakhulu yayimazi ukuthi kade 
Wafa nokuthi yayingamazi,. yayizwa ngaye ngenda63: kuphela. Yayisithi: "Pho, lokhu wena sewafa uyaph1 
na?" Sathi isalukazi: "Ngize kuwe." Wamangala 
UNomanzi khona Belu enhusheni wayesethi: "Ufike 
kanjani l�pha lokhu kulendawo kusezizweni, kukude 
kangaka nekhaya na ?" Samhleka isalukazi sathi kuye­
na sisondela simphatha ekhanda: "Ngihamba nawe 
Yonke indawo ngo6a ungumntanami. Mhla uzalwayo 
Walethwa kimina ngakutha leligama likaNomanzi 
ngo6a uNomanzi Iona oseyigama lakho namhlanje 
kwakuyigama Iikamame ozala mina .. Ngenxa yokuku­
thanda ngiku6ona umncane u6omvana ufana nomame, 
:tnina ngasengikutha iga:ma lokuthi Nomanzi." 

Wathula uNomanzi ekhohlwa ukuthi uzothini wasi­
�ene wasi6uka-nje isalukazi; kodwa wasizwa njalo !Sandia sesalukazi si6ambe emagxala6eni akhe. NasoBa:tn6ona uNomanzi ukuthi akananto yokuyisho satha­
tha sathi: "Ngithunywe oyihlomkhulu 6athi kuhle 
11I>hume uhambe ungachithi isikhathi ngo6a amathu6alkho okuphila ayingcosana." 

�athi lapho uninakhulu esho njalo, wethuka ?N?�a­nzi Wezwa lesisandla esim6ambe emagxala6em s1qma 



- 136 -

nezinzipho zaso ziqina sengathi zingena enyameni ya­
mahlombe njengezinzipho zesilwane sasendle. Wezwela 
uBuhl_µngu ehlombe waphaphama, kanti isandla sika­
NomceBo sinamathele ehlombe sesinamathele kanga­
ngoBa akanakusisusa kalula ngaphandle kokuBa amvuse 
eButhongweni aBulele uNomceBo. Kodwa wathi lapho 
esephapheme kwaBayilapho umqondo wakhe uvukayo 
�qala ukusa ngokunye. Wafuna ukuyithatha kalula 
mdaBa lena yephupho ngoBa engazi lapho engaphuma 
aBalekele khona izwe laseNkandla engalalzi. Kwathi 
lapho umqondo wakhe usa ngokunye esephaphama 
ngoBa esezwa imisinjwana endlini, aBantu Behonqa Be­
zumekile e.Buthongweni, nokukhwashaza kwamagunda­
n� ophahleni lwendlu amanye ekhala kucwicwiza a'P}a­
zmya;ne awo - - kwaBayilapho inkumbulo yakhe ivu­
kayo; ekhumbula ukuthi ndaweni ethize khona lapha 
kul??1?Zi kaSi�hishili kulele uMaphulana · neinigqomo 
rezms1z�a okungathi uma engase aphume angene
mdlela nJengoBa eBetsheliwe impilo yakhe iyokwephe­
pha. 

Esakhuluma yedwa kanjalo waphendula amehlo wa­
walandelisa lapho kukhala khona amagundane kodwa 
akaBonanga lutho ngoBa kwakumnyama; wawehlisa 
amehlo wawaletha phansi emhlaBathini waBona umlilo 
eziko usucimile kodwa kusaBonakala inhlansana ithi 
loko-loko umBala oBomvu. Wathula uNomanzi, wala­
lela phandle wangezwa lutho. WaBuye walalelisisa 
wezwa imazi ikhonya kudana sengathi izinkomo Bezi­
ngaBuyile, nalokho kwangammangalisa ngoBa kade 
kukhona umgcagco aBafana BeBeduke namantshontsho, 
naBasengi BeBebuqana notshwala Badakwa, Bakhohlwa. 

. Manje wayesevuke ngempela. Wasizwa isandla
s1kaNomceBo simBambile simngomothele. Wathi uya­
nyakaza wezwa noNomceBo naye enyakaza manje ese­
phefumula kancane. Wathi uyagudluka ocansini no­

NomceBo kwaBangathi uyamuzwa. Waqala ukusola, 
wayesenyenyeza wathi: 

"NomceBo !" 
Wathi uNomceBo: "Khuluma ngiyezwa." 
"Kan ti ka wulele yini? Uvuke nini?" 
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Wathatha . uNomceBo wamBamba umlomo ukuBa 
athule-ngoBa kwakuzokhuluma yena. 

"Sekufanele siphume, sinyenye." Kusho uNomceBo. 
Lawamazwi ammangalisa uNomanzi ngoBa yena waye­
caBariga ukuthi uyena yedw.a owayezokweqa, kodwa 
manje uNomceBo olale engafuni ukuhamba sekungu- 1 
yena osefuna ukuhamba. W.asuka lapho uNomceBo 
wagaqa phansi waqonda ngasemnyango esezi!3ophe 
wonke umzimba ngeziphuku ezimbili. Emva kwakhe 
kwakulandela uN omanzi naye egaqa ngamadolo. 
fiafike Basidonsa isivalo, sala ukuvuleka. £aphuthaza 
lapho iBazelo eliBambileyo ngaBe likhona, Baze Bali­
thinta, Balixegisa, tsavuleka isivalo, £,aphu!Ila. Uku­
phuma kwaBo Bagudla indlu, Bangaphumela oBala Baze 
Berna ngemuva kwayo, BaseBesithela ngengoBo 'yom­
mbila. eyayingenalutho kodwa phakathi kwakukhona 
izigubu nezinkamba ezazingasetshenziswa. £-athi uku­
casha ngengo6o Berna. UNomceBo washaya ikhwelo 
kancane, kwaqhamuka intombazanyana yakhe eyayi­
hamba naye izokumhlalisa. - Yayithwele umfuqulwana 
Wezinto yafika kuNomceBo iyathazela yethukile. 

Kuthe lapho seBephuma ngentunja yothango seBezo­
thatha indlela eqhamuke uMaphulana, fa-inyawo zaBo 

1 seziqala ukuqina ngoBa BengaBonwa muntu, kwaqha­
muka izinsizwa ezirnbili zishesha zize kuBo zafike zathi: 

"Niyaphi, ningoBani nina?" 
.6ethuka Bathi aBashayeke phansi, ngempela mtomba­

zanyana eyayj6aphekezela yashayeka phansi ngoBa 
?ayikade yethukile ,ikhishwa phandle yodwana yathi 
Isalindile kwasekuphuma _ uN omceBo noN omanzi. £e­
sashayekile Bengazi ukuthi Bazokwenzenjani, kwa­
Phendula yena uN omceBo wathi: 

"Yitbina, nina ningoBani?" 
Zathi izinsizwa, 
"Yinina-nje ningoBani? - Aninamagama yini?" · 
.6a6uye Bathula oNomceBo. Kodwa ekukhulumeni 

kwaBo . wezwa uNomkhosi ukuthi omunye walezi­
Zinsizwa ngumfowaBo. Wayesequnga isiBiridi, wabeka 
Phambiii ngoBa azi ukuthi uZazini akanakumenza lutho. 
Wathi uZazini: 
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• 

"Ingani ningaBantu Besifazane-nje? . NingoBani? 
Khulumani ningalimali ngoBa niphuma endlini . ehlezi 
aBantu Bakithi. Uma ningakhulumi siningena nge­
nduku." 

WaBona uNomceBo ukuthi uZazini uqinisile, · uma 
engasheshi ukukhuluma induku izongena ngempela.
Wayesethi: · 

"Ha wu, Zazini, a wusangazi?" 
PZazini walizwa izwi likadadewaBo washesha wa­

sondela kuye wathi: 
"Ngalesisikhathi uyaphi NomceBo, uhampa nemi­

thwalo-nje? . OBani la Ba ohamba naBo, kodwa uyaphi ?" 
Intombazana ayiphendulanga yamuthi ngci esihlaka­

leni esasiphethe iwisa, wamdonsa Bahamba, wayesenye-
nyeza �uyena uN omceBo wathi: 

"MU,sa- ukukhuluma kakhulu, funa kuv.uke aBantu 
aBaleleyo. Woza ngikutshele, sihambe." 

fiahamba iBanga kwathi lapho seBefika enzansi 
ngasemmfuleni, seBezokhuphuka Baqonde endaweni 
lapho kucashe khona uMaphulana nezinsizwa ahamb:1 
nazo, Berna Bonke lokhu uZazini nensizwa le aBahainba 
nayo naBo B'aseBelandela njengeziphoxo Bengazi lapho 
kuyiwa khona. fiathe ukuma uNomceBo elinganisene
noZazini wayesethi uNomceBo: 

"Wena Zazini yini ekuBeka phandle ngalesisikhathi.
Ngitshele ungafihli lutho kimina." 

W athi uZazini: 
"UyaBona, ukuBa kwami phandle kuyimfihlo enga­

ziwa muntu ngaphandle kwami noMaphulana." 
Wathi ukusho lokho, amantombazana aqhweBan:-l. 

ngoBa wona ayesethi kanti kulungile seBeBonene uiVIa­
p}J.ulana noZazini. Kanti qha, akunjalo. UZazini 
wayekhuluma ngendaBa yakhe yedwa noMaphulana. 
Wayesethi uNomceBo: 

"QhaBo, khuluma, angizwa ukuthi uthini." . · 
''Ngeke uzwe ukuthi ngithini ngoBa ngikhuluma 

umqondo wamadoda wena uyintombazana. UMaphu-
lana wathi mangokubeka ngikuqaphele njalo ikakhulu 
ngamalanga omgcagco Iona, ngoBa funa ulahleke. 
Nempela nakhu ngikuBona ukuthi uyalahleka." Kusho 
uZazini. "Ngathi' lapho ngimBuza wathi mangingam· 
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6uzi y�na uyazi, nami nga�uhlaBa inhlali okaNxumalo.' h"?" Manje ngiphendule, uyap 1 · 
6 "Ngaphambi koku6a ngikuphendule - -. ngo �

ungichithisa isikhathi - - ng1zoku6uza um6u_zo. Izi­
nkomo Iezi okuthiwa ngilotsholwe ngazo ·usuz1thumele
ekhaya ?" .. 

Washesha wa-phendula uZazm1: . . 
"Zihambe khona kwayizolo ngo6a Bengmgenakuz1-

lindisa." . . . 
"Wo mfowethu vawuchitha umuth1 mkonyane. Mma

sengiy�hamba." 'Kusho uN omce6o, washo ":"ahlal�
phansi sengathi kuvuka ukukhathala kuyena emz1mbem.
NoZazini ngenxa yokuzwa loludaBa ol_wathusayo ka­
ngaka kwaxega amadolo naye wenza nJengodadewa6o
wahlala phansi, nalaBa a6a6alandelay0 _naBo Bahlala
phansi. UZazini wam6uka emehlwem udadewa6o
wasuka wathi: 

"Uthi awuhlanyi kodwa?" . 
"Uma kukhona ohlanyayo nguwena_ o:1g16�za lowo­

m6uzo kodwa mina, qha, Uma ng1t�1 ng1yahamba
ngisho ngoBa ngithi ngiyahamba. F�th1 akak�o un�a ­
ngiBamba angivimbele mfowethu, ngiphume ng1phum1le
laphaya." Washo ekhomba emzini kaSishishili namehl?
kaZazini aphenduka a6uka lapho kukhomb'.L khona 
udadewaBo, amehlo akhe aBuka anduluzi; okomuntu 
ephuphutheka ehambela sakuphushwen�. ':'7"athula

· wabeka phansi fu�i uZazini, waphakam1sa 1khanda
Wa6uka udadewaBo, wathi udadewaBo: 

"Ngiqinisile." . . . · 
Kwesuka uNomanzi sekungath1 uyakhatharn ukuhlala

Phansi wasukuma wathi kuBona: 
"Isikhathi siyahamba. Uma nili6ele ukut�il:z.isana,

mina engingezanga ukuzogana lapha, seng1ymdlela.
Ukusa sengathi kusekude-nje, sekukhona la�ha eduze.
Niyayi6ona indonsa lap ho isikhona? Bekam nomt�al�
lapho usuguquke wema khon_a. UBusuku. 6uhamb1le.
Washo enyathela kancane engena indlela, wanyathela
Waze wa6ayi6angana kancane ehamba yedwa ne.nto ..
lllbazana ethwalele uNomceBo nayo yaBeka kanca?�
ngenmva kukaNomanzi; insjzwa eyayihamba noZ:.tzm1
nay0 yaBeka kancane emva kwentom9azanyana, 6a-

1· 



- 140 _.

shaya uhele Belandelana kodwa Bengayazi into· a6aye­
nzayo. 

.Bathe Bethuka 6ase6e6odwa oZazini noNomce6o 
udadewa6o. Wakhuluma uZazini ·wathi: 

"Kodwa awuhlanyi N omce6o?" 
Wathi uNomce6o: 
"Uma ekhona ongahlanyiyo, lowoke yimina Iona," 

washo ezishaya il;lifu6a, e6uka umfowa6o phakathi 
namehlo. 

"Ungahamba kanjani usungumfazi womuntu, No­
mce6o. Ingani wena ungumfazi wenkosi. Ungakwenza 
kanjani ukububisa umhla6a uqhathe thina na6antu 
Bezizwe na? A wazi yini ukuthi ngesikhathi kufunya­
niswa ukuthi awusekho kuyophuma isizwe sonke siyo­
funa? Siyofuna size sikuthole." Kusho uZazini. 

"Singafuna, mntaka6a6a; kodwa mina ngiyindlela. 
Angizange ngiyithande indodana yenkosi mina, ngisho 
ingaqhamuka lapha phakathi kwezinsizwa ngingeke 
ngiyikhombe nokuthi okuyiyona ndodana yenkosi iyiphi. 
Pho, ukugana kuni khona lokho?" Ku6uza uNomceBo. 

"Kusizani Iokhu okwenzayo? Wa wunga6aleki ngani 
endleleni siza Iapha umgcagco ungakenziwa nokwe­
nziwa ?" 

"Ngangingenakukwenza Iokho." Kusho intomqazana. 
"Kusizani uku6aleka kwakho, ingekho nandawo 

o6alekela kuyo?" 
Wasuka wanengwa uZazini, wa:,esethi:

"Ngiya6ona ukuthi Iomuntu, uMalambule Io, owa­
dlula ekhaya nguyena Iona owakuphonsa yikho-nje 
usululutheka ungasazi nalapho uyakhona, nanto oye­
nzayo. Uku6a kwakungumuntu nga6e wa6uya wazo­
kulo6ola, y.rakuthatha wahamba nawe, NomceBo. 
Kodwa manje wanele wafika kwa6aku6o, wakhohiwa, 
Nomce6o, wakhumbula izikhowe zakhe ezindala. Hawu, 
wangidumaza ngangimthanda nakangaka, noMalambule 
wayengithanda li:angaka. Ngisho na6adala 6a6e6ukeka 
Bemthanda ka6i." Washo izwi lakhe laphela, Iashona 
:phansi ngenxa yomoya odangeleyo. 

Wathi lapho uNomce6o e6ona ukuthi umfowaB� 
inhliziyo yakhe iphela ithemba nomoya ushona phans1
wayesethi : 

'I 
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"Nina Bantu Besilisa nifana neziphukuphuku. Ni­
shesha ukuthatheka ezintweni lapho a6esifazane Beni­
khohlisa khona, nihambe nivale amehlo njengezimpu­
mputhe; kodwa uma nimelene nodwa noma ningeth�­
rnbeka kanjani kpdwa anethembani nina nodwa. Y1-
ng·akho-nje kwaze kwathiwa, 'ikhohlisana ihlomile' 
n'goBa anikwazi ukuBonelana", kusho uNomceBo. 

Manje Bakhuluma se5eyahamba 5o5a5ili, sengathi 
6alandela uNomanzi nentombazana nensizwa Iena eha­
mbisana noZazini. Wayesephendula uZazini .ethi :. 

"Konke okushoyo akusho Iutho ngo5a uBala Iodwa. 
Kothi kusa wena u6e ubekwe yizingcije zemikhonto." 

"UBoqaphela inga6e uzisho wena, nemihloBo yakho 
Iena ekunika izinkomo zamaloBolo", kusho uNomceBo. 

"Ukhulumela futhi", kuphendula uZazini esenengiwe 
ngo5a embinqa rigezinkomo zeloBolo. 

"Ushaye phansi. Ngo-Ba ucaBanga ukuthi ngihamba­
nje angazi lapho ngiya khona? UMaphulana wayesho­
loni ukuthi uBongilinda . Waye6oneni kangaka olwa­
luzokwehlakala. UMaphulana kanti nizwana kangaka­
nje, anitshelani konke, nikhuluma nifihlelane? Amadoda 
Yizilima zempela." 

"Uphethe indaBa wena", kusho uZazini, "awuphumi 
ngani nayo ulokhu ungigedlela phakathi-nje? Uthi 
angikuBoni yini ukuthi uyangidoBa?" 

"UMaphulana akakutshelanga konke. Wakhohlwa 
ukuthi namuhla uyo6e elapha engilandile." 
· "Uthini? UMaphulana ulapha?"

Yahleka intombazana esikhundleni sokuBa imphe­
ndule. Yangena indlela yathi iyahamba uZazini wayi-
6amba ngengalo wathi: 

"Ngiya5uza. UMaphulana ulapha na?" 
. "Woza ulandele mina", yasho intombazana inikina 
lhlombe Ieli uZazini owayeyiBamba ngalo. 

Kwathi lapho iphenduka 5a5uye Bathi khimilili, 
1
6ema, Balalela. Kwezwakala inja ikhonkotha ngokwe­elesa emizini ekudana kadwa engenhla komuzi
�Inkhulu wenkosi uSishishili. Yakhonkotha kwaBe18hilo. Ithe ithula kwathatha ezinye zakweminye imizinazo zakhonkotha kwaBasengathi ukhona umuntuezimxdshayo -noma a6antu a6adlula ngakuleyomizi
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6aya6aleka. Zikhonkothe zakhonkotha izinja zaze za­
thula. fiathe zithule, 6a6ona amathum;i sengathi yizi� 
nkomb ziqhutshwa ngumuntu, kodwa lezizinkomo uku­
hamba kwazo zizungeza umuzi, ziyawuhaqa wonke. 
fiema oNomce6o 6azi6uka lezizinkomo, 6akhohlwa 
ukuthi 6ayahamba, nokuthi a6anye la6a a6ahamba na5o 
se6e6ashiyile. 

Kuthe kunjalo 6ezwa izwi a6alejwayeleyo lithi: 
"Kodwa ani6oni yini? Nisameleni lap ha lokho nansi 

iinpi phambi kwenu, isi6ulala a6antu. Hawu Nomce6o, 
na we uyindoda, Zazini?" 

. Akakho owa6atshelayo ukuthi ngu6ani okhulumayo 
ngo6a izwi likaMaphulana 6a6elazi kahle noma emnya­
meni. · Nangaphambi koku6a 6aphendule, noku6a 6a­
khombise ukumangala nokujaBula kwa6o 6ezwa uku­
qhuma kwesibamu siqhumela phakathi emzini wenkosi. 
fiathe siqhumile sa6uye saphinda futhi sasho, kwa­
gqamuka umlilo kuleyondlu esisho kuyo. Kwezwakala 
izigi za6antu 6ebuduzela. Kwenye indawo kwamemeza 
a6anye a6antu, kuzwakala amadoda ekhuluma ngama­
zwi aphansi. 

Njengo6a izwe lakwaZulu Ba6elazi 6aqonda ukuthi 
seluhlangene, kuyafiwa lapho. £a6e6ona kahle futhi 
ngoBa BaseBedunduBele ngaphesheya komfudlana, 
amazwi esezwakala kahle. UkuBa BaBone ukuthi ku­
khona a6a6ulawayo Bezwa omunye ethi: 

"Uyangigwaza ngingaziphethe ezami?" 
Wathi oinunye: 
"S engifikile. Yinina laBa enisiqhatha na6efongu 

ngemali yamakhanda?" 
Kwa6akuphela njalo Bathatha izinyawo oMaphulana 

noNomce6o noZazini. Kodwa izindleBe za6o zawezwa 
amazwi aBantu a6a6e6ulalana. fiaBulalana-nje kade 
kuBuswa kugcagca umntwana wenkosi. Kade izinsizwa 
zisina zenamiie kukuhle kudelile. , Ezinye zificwa 
yimpi-nje zidakiwe ziqethukile, noma sekushaywa imi: 
·khosi zona azazi ukuthi kwenziwani. NgiyaBona ukuth1 
zethuka ngoBa sezimi phambi kwamathongo awoyise­
mkhulu zingazange ziwuzwe umkhonto ukuthi ungene 
kanjani enyameni, waxosha umphefumulo emzimbeni, 
fiafa aBantwana BaBantu Befela into aBangayaziyo, 

- 143--

Bezifikela Bevela eDurribe nendaBa yemali yamakhanda 
6engayazi nokuthi iqala ngaphi igcinephi. 

Ekuseni kuthe kusa aBantu 6ase6elele · izigingqane 
fokhalwa yila6o aBasinde ngokuBaleka. Into emang3:­
Iisayo ukuthi umuzi kaS_ishishili . uBulewe nguBam.
Izinto ezinjena Iezi zasezeJwayelek1le byaZulu. Nge­
sikhathi umhlaBa usuwahlukene phakath1 aBanye Bes3:­
ziqhenya ngo.6uzwe BaBo Besaphupha amaphupho ez1-
khathi ezindala ku6usa inkosi iyinye, aBanye BaseBe­
thole ithu5a lokuBa isizwe 6asahlukanise phakathi ngo­
kuqhwakela ezindaBeni zakwaZulu B_azithathe Bayo­
ziBika ngokuzihlanekezela em6uswern. waBamhlophe . 
Kodwa oBani aBaBenza lokhu? Les1senzo saqalwa 
ngaBantu aBaBethi Bangamakholwa Benzela ukuBa 
ngakho Bakhombise ukuthi izindlela zoBumnyama 
Bayazilahla. KuBona um6uso·�a_kwaZulu _ wawunguBu­
mnyama; nemithetho eBopha is1zwe: yay1pI:e�he uBu­
mnyama. Izikhundla zoBuduna 6ases1Lungwm1 kuBona 
zasisho· into enkulu. Phakathi kwalaBa kwakukhona 
aBaBelunywa ngunembeza eBatshela ukuthi into a�3:­
yenzayo imbi. fiona 6ase6e6onile ukuthi_ kungaBa y1s1-
zwe kanjani uma siphethwe okokuqala ymhlakanhlak3: 
Yamakhosi ezinkwa lawa aBekwe yimpucuko, 6esekuth1 
futhi phezu kwawo knhlale amanye amakhosi_ eziny� 
izizwe. Inda6a kaJ anitoni Bona Ba6engay1thand1. 
UBunyoka Bakhe nokugi6ela uCetshwayo ezitheni zaBo, 
kwaBenza ukuthi Bathande ukuBuyela kwaZulu. fiaBe
nezibamu, Benomunyu noDinizulu. 

£aqala ukuziBiza ngamagama a6a6ewl!'-that�e es�� 
Lungwini. A6anye 6a6o BaBeziBiza ngokuth1 6ay1-
Zika woti. LaBa BaBengasaBeki kakhulu ngoBa BaBe: 
hamba umhlaBa wonke Behlola ukuma kwezwe ukuth1 
linjani Ba6uyele ezinduneni kyvaZul-u !33:Bi�e �kuthi elasekuthinithini limi kanje, nelasekuthm1 hyay1vuma irnali yamakhanda, nokuthi umnumzane othile uy�vu­
!flelana naBelungu uzonda inkosf yohla:1ga. -_Elmy�14Umbi laziBiza ngokuthi yiNkomndarn. Lehqumb1laiesaBeka ngempela ngoBa Iona lalingakhulumi. Int� elaliyenza Ialfphuma mhlawumbe kuphume phakath1 
kwaio Ba6e6athathu Besuka khona Belu esiLungwini 
6aphume sengathi kuyiwa kozingela kwa'.Z;ulu noma 
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kuyiphi-nje indawo. Eku.zingeleni kwaBo kanti seBem­
zwile umnumzane olwa noZulu ovumela aBelungu- -
Bathathe Badlule ngaye kunga6i ndaBazalutho. 

UkuBa uSishishili asuke ayotliela imali yamakhanda 
��aBaphat�a _kaBi �akhulu aBantu kwaZulu. Nezinye 
1zmduna ezmJ engoS16indi okwathi uBambatha ethume 
izigijimi kuyena waziBamba wazinikela kuBelungu · 
wathi futhi uzovimbela zonke izimpi �kaBambath� 
kuthi uma engase amBambe, amBambe amyise eMgungu­
ndlovu ayo6oshwa. ABanye Balawamakhosi oMveli. 
USishishilike ufa kanjena-nje udliwa yiNkomndani 
engazange yaziwe nokwaziwa ukuthi ingo6ani. Kwa­
kuBonakala ng�kho ukuthi kudlule yona uma kusale 

kudindilize umnumzane kulesosifunda . 
. _

DmhlaBa �ahlal3: kaBana ngenxa yeNkomn�ani ngoBa 
1zmduna lez1 ezaz1khonzile esiLungwini zaze zaBuza 
kuSandasi (Sir Charles Saunders) emva kwamasonto 
amaBili eBulewe uSishishili, ukuthi kulokhukuhlala 
amaphaphu ephezulu, sizokwenzenjani. KwaBe ku­
yathe kwathiwa umuntu ufile akwaziwa ukuthi uBulewe 

ngo6ani. 
Ngenxa yokuBa inkosi uDinizulu engathandeki ku­

la6a6anumzane a6ayizincele6ana esiLungwini kwa­
duma nokuthi iNkomndani leha, (noma la6a6antu 
a6aqeda a6anumzane), umoya wokuthungatha izitha 
zakwaZulu 6awuthatha phakathi oSuthu kuye uDini­
zulu nondunankulu kayise uMankulumani. Lokhuku­
khuluma kwakwaziwa kakhulu, kwezinye izindawo 
Bekuphume�ela. kodwa kwezinye kusahletshwa. Nakulo 
icala lako6elungu Belu kwaku6akhona aBantu aBathu­
nywayo ukuBa Babubise aBantu aBathile uma 6enga6a­
thathola. Inda6a kaMxokozeli wasemaNt:Shalini owaye­
thunywe umlungu uWili kaVela ukuBa azoBulala 
uChakijane emva kwe.mpi yaseMpanza yenza ukuBa 
neNkomndani iqhuBe owayo umseBenzi. UMxokozeli 
Iona kwathiwa .makangene edlanzini likaChakijan·e no­
Bambatha azenze umngane kuthi nxa ethola ithu6a 
amdu6ule uChakijane. Uma ekwenzile lokho uzosike­
lwa kulona izwe likaChakijane a6eyinduna. Pho umuntu 
omnyama esethenjiswe isikhundla, wanikela khona ! 
Kwa6e akahlalanga nazinsuku, iqhawe elidala umfo ka-
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Gezindaka waphupha elele, eBona uMxok?zeli emd1;1Bu­

la ... LendaBa wayixoxa kuBambatha 
_

n�zmduna e�my�

zayizwa zayikhuluma. Ezinye zalez1zmduna az1maz�

noMxokozeli Iowo. Nanguya �sezwa uMxo�ozeh

washaya utshani zemuka. Kwath1 noma .eseyocmgwa 

emzini wakhe eMamba, wanga6onwa. 

Ukufa kukaSishishili kwakuvele kuziBika ngoB�
khona kwayizolo uChakijane wayekade emlalele em1-

hosheni eseduze komuzi wakhe kodwa ngenxa yokuBa

esaBa uku6a yena ngokwakhe angene a�thathe kanye 

ngevolovolo, wathumela omunye wezmce�u. zakhe

uNjombolwana ukuBa angene lapha emzm1 
_

Iapho 

aBanye 6etekula Besuthi utshwala, yena angene_ nJeng�­

sithunywa sikaManz-olwandle _ukuthi ulethe mcwad1.

Kuthe noma ugqayinyanga eth1, 
"Ungu6ani, uthunyweni?" 
Wathi uNjombolwana: , . . 
"Ngithunywe ngumntwana uqoBo lwakhe uth1 mang1-

lethe izindaBa ezinkulu lapha kumnumzane." · 
Yafuna ukuBuzisisa induna ).rndwa uSishishili waphe-

ndula _ngolaka wathi: · · . . . ? 
"Awuzwa yini ukuthi_ uthm:ywe 1zmd�Ba ezmkulu .

Usuthi makatshele ·wena ng1khona, ng1zwa, unqake
konke' kumfana? UBokuyeka lokho ungaphindi." 

Yakhweca umsila nenduna wangena uNj.ombolwana
endlini noSishishili. Kwafumaniseka ukuthi akakho
owazi ukufunda lencwadi-mbumbulu efika noNj-omb�­
lwana ngoBa intomtiazana

_ 
e)'.'�yikwa�i. ukufu:r:ida y�y1-

ngekho. Ngakhoke uSish1sh1h wath1 mcwad1 may1fu:
ndwe nguye uNjombolwana. Wayithatha umthakath1
omdala efunda uBala ngoBa nakhu wayekwazi konk�
ukuzwana kukaSishh,hili noManzolwandle. Waya�1 -
ukuthi uDinizulu a6amthandi Bona Bazikhonzele . es1-
Lungwini. Wayifunda wathi: . . 

"NgiBuza ukuthi usuzwile-nje ukuth1 uHulumen� 
uthi zonke lezozinkomo esaziphanga · ku6ashoko6ez1
kufanele siziBuyisele emuva sicishe umlilo wo·chuku na ?

_ 
Ngithike mina kuhle -sihambe siye kwaHulumern 
sikhulunie izwi Ii6e linye." . . 

Wamangala rioSishishili izwi eliphethwe ymcwad1 
Wathi: 
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"fiala uphethe izirn;la6a, nami Besengizwile lenda6a 
n�o6a futhi uHulumeni uthumele izwi elinye elikhuluma 
nJalo. Sekuthiwa zonke iziphakanyiswa zingaphumeli 
phandle e6usuku ngo6a uChakijane use6aqedile a6a­
numzane maJ].je. Sihleli ka6i impela, mfana." 

Kuthe uku6asho njalo walala phansi uNjombolwana 
wangathanda ukukhombisa ukuthi nguyena luqo6o 
ozose6enza umse6enzi kaChakijane. Wahlala kusinwa 
phandle, kujatshulwa yena wahlala wathu'Ia lapha 
endlini njengesithunywa somntwana uManzolwandle. 
N oSishishili naye wahlala umoya wakhe wenamile 
uku6a ehlezi nesithunywa. ·ABanumza.ne Bonke Badakwa 
Bazikhumbulela amacansi a6o ezindlini za6o Bayingco­
sana na6ezwayo kuqhuma ivolovolo ela6ulala uSishishili. 
?'.1-Yingcosane_ a6a6ona impi eyayisifike noChakijane
1s1haqe umuz1 ngo6a uChakijane wayeseca6anga ukuthi 
akusekho lutho uNjombolwana use6anjiwe waBulawa 
e6ona engasa6uyi. 

Nendodana yenkosi yafa ngomkhonto wenhlukano 
phakathi kweziphakanyiswa nala6o a6a6elwela u6uzwe 
BukaZulu. 

Umsindo woku6ulawa kukaSishishili na6antu Bakhe 
wawuzwa uNomceBo esekudundu6aleni kwegquma 
elingaphesheya, wafikelwa ngumunyu ofikela Bonke 
a Bantu Besifazane, wathi: · 

"fiaphela a6antu !" 
UNomanzi akaphendulanga ngo6a uMaphulana wa­

yesesondela na6o lapho kwakulinde khona uNomanzi 
nensizwa nentombazanyana. fionke Bathi ukumJ3uka, 
kodwa Bangasho lutho. 

Wa6asheshisa uMaphulana, ,6athi Bethi qhamu 
Bafikela ezinsizweni lezi zaku6o kaMalambule, 
kwasukuma uChithumuzi kuqala wathi: 

"Okunguyena esimlandile kula6a, ngumuphi?" 
Washo ethintitha ibeshu lakhe esondela kuMaphula­

Il'.3- amehlo- egeme kuzo zozimbili izintombi engazi oku­
y1yona yona. Kwasuka uQetlITrlfa wathi: 

"Uma silande izintombi, noma intombi yomfowethu 
pho, lezizinsizwa zona zilu6angisephi ?· Izinsizwa kasi-
zifuni." 
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Uthe - esho njalo 6asondela 6onke ngasezintombini

Becliiliza uZazini nalena enye insizwa, sengathi a6alutho
ngendlela a6a6aphatha ngayo, 6aqo�da kuMaphulana
naye e6ona ukuthi se6ephethwe ukuJa6ula nokunqo6a
wathi: 

"Ake nikahle, Bafana. Izintombi ziya6aleka yini ?_
Futhike wena, (igama lakho angikalazi) musa ukuth1 

ngifika na6antu u6aphathe ngaleyondlela unga6azi
ukuthi ngo6ani." 

"Ngiyakhathala khona ukuthi 6ango6ani, nginanda-
Bani na6o", kusho uQethuka. _, 

"Hawu ukhuluma kanjarii wethu. KwaBasengathi
ukhulum� na6afazi-nj e?" Ku Buza uZazini. "U ca6a­
nga ukuthi khona usuyiqhawe kwelakini, pho, uyiqhaw�
yonke indawo yini? Ngifunga uNomceBo nangu pha _m�1
kwami, ngingafa ngifele khona lokho, noma ungaym:s1:
zwa engangezinta6a." Washo eson�ela ku�e _ uZa_zm1 

ekhokhe impiselo yakhe, kodwa uCh1thumuz1 wath1: 

"Wenzani Qethuka? Usuqamba ukulwa? Awuzu­
bekana nalensizwa yezizwe, uzobekana nami uqo6o
Iwami." Washo emkhapheza umfowa6o uQethuka
edonsa uZazini ngo6a umuzwe efunga uNomceB�
emkhomba. Igama lentombi yomf.owa6o wayelaz1 

ukuthi nguNomceBo, uthe uku6a ayi6one, wathi kuyo:

"Nguwena uNomce6o, mntaka6a6a? Wo, yeka
umfowethu uMalambule." Washo umoya wakhe wa­
shona phansi. "Uthe ngize ngifike ngi6µye nawe_ ·ngi­
ngakushiyi, ngife na6afowethu la6a kunoku6a ng16uye
nginga6uyi nawe." Washo e6akhomba a6af.owa6o
Bonke. fiasondela Bonke 6ayi6uka intombi kaMalambule,
Bonke 6athi: 

"Wo muhle umntwana womuntu, we madoda!"

Law�mazwi amco6a uNomceBo, waphelelwa yizo
zonke izinsizi zakhe zokukhathala, okwakumphethe
emzimbehi izinsuku zilandelana u6uthongo enga6utholi
kahle. Inhliziy,o yakhe yathokoza yadela. KuChithumu­
zi wa6ona inswe6u kaMalambule, nalapho ethatha
ukukhuluma wa.yemkhumbuza uMalambule okwaseku­
Yisikhathi amgcina. Wam6uka uChithumuzi wezwa
inhliziyo yakhe ithi cosololo yaneliswa ngo6a kuyena



.. 

wayezothola isiphephelo njengoBa engumfowaBo ka­
Malambule. 

KaBakhulumanga isikhathi esikhulu uMaphulana 
wathi kuhle kuhanjwe. Kwathi lapho uZazini eBuza 
ethi kuzohanjwa kubekwephi Bathi aBanewaBo Baka­
Malambule kuz-oqondwa ekhaya kuBo. UZazini wathi 
kuChithumuzi: 

"Ningakwenza kanjani ukuBa nithathe udadewethu 
kimina, kanti futhi nimsuse endodeni yakhe eseganile?" 

Wathi uChithumuzi, sekuhanjwa njalo: 
"Angizwa ukuthi uthinV' 
W aphinda uZazini wathi: 
"Ningakwenza kanjani nithi niya nodadewethu 

kwelakini engalotsholwe nakulotsholwa na?" 
Waphendula uQethuka esekelwa nguMasimini wathi: 
"Ukuthatha umfazi kukaBili wena mfowethu; uma 

ungazi ngizokutshela." Wathi uZazini: 
"NgingajaBula uma ungitshela." 
W a thi u M asimini : 
"Uqinisile umfowethu. Okokuqala umfazi uthathwa 

ngeloBolo umuntu aye kuBazali Bayo intombazana 
. akhulume nayo."· 

'·'OkwesiBili pho?" Kusho uZazini. 
Indlela iyaqhuBeka Belu aBanye seBeyiBangana, 

aBanye laBa aBakhulumayo Bahamba namantombazana, 
· Bahamba ngokunceng?,. UMaphulana ukwaBaphambili

ungomunye waBahola indlela ..
Ase aphendule uQethuka athi:
"OkwesiBili umfazi uyathathwa ngenkani uma yena

ezithandela umuntu Iona ozomthatha ngenkani Bevu­
melana nentombi leyo. Udadewenu nguyena ozithandela
umfowethu ngakhoke thina silapha-nje ngoBa sizogcwa­
lisa isifiso sakhe. Sesilapha ngoBa silaphake, wena
wakwaNxumalo, akusekho ukwenza ngokunye.".

Kuthe ukuBa ·asho lawamazwi naye uZazini wazi­
Bonela ukuthi aBafokazi Baqinisile ngoBa udadewa6o
nguyena oziphumele endlini BengamBizanga. Enye into
eyaBuye yamshaya, ukuthi le emuva koSishishili Bashiye
amazala, akusekho muntu okhona. Noma ekhona ku­
khona lowo odle ngokuBaleka wacela empunzini. Ph�
udadewaBo wa�engaze akhulunyelwe ukuthini ukuth1 

- 149 -

u_ganile. Wathula uZazini ngoBa eBona ukuthi nempela 
wahlulekile, uhlulwa ngamazwi, nangezenzo. 

Indlela yaqhuBeka kwaze kwaBonakala ukuthi 
enzansi sekuyantwela. Wena oke uye kwaZulu lapho 
sekuzothatha ukusa uye uzwe ngakho ukuthi sekuyavu­
leka emasangweni empumalanga ngokuqala kokushaya 
komoya wolwandle ushaye sengathi yisivunguvungu. 
Uzwe kunkwela udwani, namaqaBunga emithi abebe­
zele njalo, lapho kuthi la.la ungavuki. Ngaleyonkathi 
6ase6ehambe iBanga impela, seBekuBukela njengalapha­
ya koSishishili. 

. -

Amantombazana aqala ukuxega amadolo manje 
ngoBa ayesakhathazwe nawukusina emgcagcweni kanti 
futhi aBekade ngangayizolo efika ephuma eDumbe. 
Zaph,ambuka ezinye izinsizwa ziBona umhlambi wezi­
nkomo ulele ethafeni, zafika zabokoda ngomkhonto 
isithole esasikhuluphele, zasilahla phansi, zasiphuthuma 
zisihlinza. ABanye laBa a6a6ehamba namantombazana 
Bawaphasa ngezingalo 6ahamba nawo 6ewahlenga 
6aqhu6ekela phambili Beshiya laBa aBahlinzayo. 
Kwathi kusa yi6o laBaya kude kude seBeshonile ngemi­
hosha Bethwele inyama. ABanye kanti futhi BaBuye 
Baphambuka Bayofula nommbila emasimini aBadlula 
kuwo. 

Kwathi kuqambe kusa nwi wathi uMaphulana maBa­
ngene ehlathini Balale; kuze Bathole nokudla ngoBa 
6a6elambile Bengalalanga kahle. 

A�antombazana ngenxa· yokukhathala Bawathatha 
Ba wasiphulela utshani Bewendlalela, · Basha u6uthongo. 
ABawaphazamisanga. Kodwa kwathi lapho ilanga 
seliphumile wathi uChithumuzi usayowahlola ewapba­
thele ummbila owasewosiwe, nemiBengo yenyama. 

· Wafumapisa elele kwesikaBadakazi, wasopdela enzela
ukuBukela eduze intombi yomfowa6o ngo6a uyiBone
kusihlwa. Wasondela wayiBona ilele ivale amehlo,
amashiya nezinkophe zayo zingangamashoBa ezinka6i.
Dnwele lwayo lungama-goda, nesitho sayo singummbu­
rnbulu siyephuzela uBoya. Yayilele icamele phezu
kukaNomanzi. Waphendukisa amehlo wawabekisa ku­
Nomanzi wayiBona intokazi nayo izelwe kunina izilahle
Phansi ikhathele; yayilele icamele phezu kwengalo,
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umphef_umulo wakhe uChithumuzi wathi dlu, imingene­
la yem1ca6ango yamhamba yahamba wezwa umlomo 
usuphumesela uthi: 

"Ngaze ngayithanda lentombi, we6a6o !" 
Wathi ukuwasho lawomazwi wethuka uNomanzi 

wavula amehlo, wathi ukwethuka kwakhe wavusa 
uNomce6o, wayethambisa umzimba uChithumuzi ethi: 

"Hawu, uxolo zintombi 6engingazi ukuthi nisalele 
nan�u . ummbila, hlafunani, nehlise nganansi inyarri�
sengm1lethele. Seliyashisa nelanga." 

'Yasho njalo maqede wayi6eka phansi inyama nom­
mbila wafu'lathela inhliziyo yakhe ishaya ithi gxu-gxu­
gxu, :1genxa yothando olwaselumngene ngoNomanzi. 
Wath1_ efulathe�a amantombazana nawo ayephindela 

ph�n�1 ku6·o, y1kho lokho futhi e6uthongweni, alala 

ath1 J a. Ayengakhathele khona okwalapha. 
�alaphaya ezinsizweni kwathi uku6a zidle ziqede 

ez1_nye zalal!'1- phezu kwezikhali zazo, Basha u6uthongo. 
Ezmye _ezazmgakhathele, zaphumela phandle kwehlathi 
zath1 z1sayofuna utshwala emizini eseduzana. 

Kulesosifunda kwakungaka6i yena uSigananda, nga­
khoke kwakufanele 6ahambe ngokuqaphela. Futhi 
6a_6:sathuswe nawukU16ona ukububa komuzi kaSishi­
sh1h,. a6antu a6a_wububisile 6engazi ukuthi 6aqh;i.mu­
kaph1. Phakath1 kwa6a6elele kwakukhona noZazini. 

Kuthe lapho sekusemini enkulu, wavuka uZazini 
waya kuMaphulana wafike wathi: 

"Maphula_na :1jengo6a �zinda6a zimi kanje, sengiya­
Boi:ia ukuth!. mma mang1q_onde ekhaya ngiphambuke 
ngmgahamb1 nani." 

� at?ula elalele uMaphulana wasuka wathi: 
Ng1yezwa." 

"Ku6i uku6a . a?a��la ekhaya 6angayazi inda6a
-yomnumzane uS1sh1sh1h ngo6a nezwe sekwa6a ngela-
6el�ngu, fu�ia amagama ethu aphatheke uku6a nathi 
sas1phakath1." 

Wath� uMa·phulana elalele kuZazini 
"Ngiyezwa." · ' 

"Pho wena, noma uzwa uthini owakho umqondo 
kulenda6a na?" Ku Buza uZazini. 
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"Ngingathini yani? . Mina anginakuphinda emuva

kanye nawe ngishiye udadewenu ela�ha �a.Ba:r_itu 

Bezizwe. Mina ngizohamba noNomce6o ·ng16one 1S1gcmo

· salenda6a. Wena ungaphindela emuva ufike uyi6ike

kahle inda6a ungayixovi ngo6a ukuyixova kwakho

kuyosho into embi kakhulu." 
W�6uza ukuthi inda6a angase ayixove kanjani lokhu 

uvazi yonke. Uyazi ukuthi uku6a uMaphulana aka­

zange ameluleke uku6a aze abeke udadewa6,p nga6e

naye uyisibucu khona le emzini kaSishishili. Lento

yayimkhanyela kahle. Uma yena imkhanyela kahle 

a6anye ingeke i6akhanyele njengaye �goBa Boni: n�e��
6azi ukuthi Bangaze Bafe ngezala-nJe aBak0S1sh1sh1h

BaBulawa nguBani. Yini ukuBa kufike. uMaphulana

nedlanzi laBafokazi kuyasa kuqothulwe ·umuzi womnu­
mzane? Akakho owayazi ngoChakijane noNjombolwana
namanye amadlanzi eNkomnd_ani awayelokhu emele 

ukububisana ·naBanumzane. Na6o oMaphulana BaBe­

ngena�uwuphendula lowomBuzo. Futhi 6aBehamba

engozini emangalisayo ngoBa okokuqala BaBengase
Bahlaselwe noma ngasiphi isikhathi kuthiwe yi6ona
a6aBulele umnumzane. OkwesiBili izwe laseliphethwe
yizizwe ezimhlophe, ukuBulawa komunye waBanumzane
a6aBeBekwe yiBona aBelungu kwakunjengokuBulala
imbiBa emhlophe eyashiwo ngumfana kaSonjica phambi
kukaCetshwayo mhla ethi ulande aBantwana 6aka-
Monase. 

OChithumuzi Ba6engase Ba6anjwe BaBekwe icala
loku.Bulala umuzi kaSishishili, noBufakazi Bonke BuBa­
lahle ngo6a uBufakazi o6ukhulti. ukuBa uNomceBo
owayeganele khona kwaSishishili nangu wayephakathi
kwaBo. Yini ukuBa kufe uSishishili na6antu Bakhe Bona
Bafunyaniswe no'makoti wakhona na? 

Lezizinto noma uMaphulana �khuluma noZazini Ba­
Bengabekisile kuzona noma zazingamaqiniso Bona
6aBengaziBoni ziBacashele , kumnandi kuphela ukuthi
Basindile ekuBulaweni nokuthi uZazini uzogoduka,
uMaphulana aphekezele intombazana ize i6one isoka
layo uMalambule. 

Kwathi emuva koku6a 6axoxe Badelisane wesuka
uZazini waqonda kud-adewaBo uNomceBo eseyovalelisa 



- 152

ngo6a esehamba eya ekhaya. Wafika wawafica ama­
ntombazana edla ummbila wawo nenyama e6ilethwe 
nguChithumuzi ekuseni - - ayaxoxa. Wafika wawa-
6ingelela wahlala phansi etshanini. 

"Hawu ku6angwephi wathwala izihlangu nezinduku 
Zazini?" Ku Buza uN omce6o. 

Wathi uZazini, 
"Sengiyindlela njengo6a ungi6ona-nje." 
"YindJela uyaphi na?" Ku Buza uN omanzi. 
"Ngiyindlela ngiqonda eDumbe ekhaya, ku6a6a 

nomame." 
. Wathi ukusho njalo, noNomanzi wathi: 

"A wusangishiyanga nami, sengihamba na we Zazini. 
Pho, lensizwa ohamba .nayo, izogoduka nayo na?" 

"Ye6o, iya1hamba." Kuphendula uZazini ephendula 
udadewa6o. 
· . "Sengizwile Zazini. Pho mina ungishiya no6ani
lapha ehlane likaNoziwawa na ?"

"Ukhona uMaphulana, uthe yena akahambi uzohlala 
akubeke ukuthi a6afokazi laBa a6ahamba nawe Baku­
yisaphi." Kuphendula uZazini. 

"Ngiyezwa mntaka6a6a. Ungishiya kanzima Zazini 
ngo6a noNomanzi uyilona ludondolo Iwami usengihla­
muka naye ehlane. Ungahamba wena ufike ungikho­
nzele· kumame, umtshele . ukuthi njengo6a na6adala 
Basho ukuthi ukugana kuyin_katha yenkangala, kuyiqi­
niso, yilapho ngizwayo ukuthi ngiyakogana ngo6a ngi­
siphula utshani 6aleyonkatha kulelihlane langase­
Nkandla", washo eb�ka phansi efikefwa umunyu .. 

Ngesikhathi esekhulumile umfowaBo wa6uye waca-
6anga ngokwesi6ili ukuthi _kodwa udadewa6o umshiya 
ehlane-nje umshiyelani aye ekhaya sengathi usancela; 
kanti useyindoda. Wathi lapho ebeka eceleni wafuma­
nisa uNomanzi eqoqa imithwalo yakhe ngo6a nakhu 
sekuyahanjwa. 

Yafika i�na. enye insizwa yathi: 
"Uyaphi uNomanzi, nga6ona eqoqa imithwalo? 

Ngaseku6e ufuna ukuhamba nathi yini?" 
Wathi uNomanzi, 
"Ahisangishiyile-nje ngempela." 

, 
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Yahleka insizwa sengathi ukhona oyikitazayo, ya6uka
uZazini ya Buza yathi: 

"UNomanzi Iona uhamba nawe? Ngu�e ot�i mak�­
shiye uNomceBo ahambe elandelana nath1? . Mma ang1-
kwazi lokho. Kungathi sizohamba s1ph_umputh�
indlela, nendlela leyo singayazi ukuthi iphuma _ 1bekaph1,
kuBe futhi sibekene nentombazana, nokwenza 1khathele:
Ingani khona ngokuthatha kokusa lokhu uNo!Ilanz1
u6esehamba ephasiwe esewumthwalo. Endlelem ende

' • ? ,, 

kangaka uzophaswa n2'u6am, pho . 
Washo umntwana wensizwa watshaka amathe wa­

gcina ngokuthi: 
"Nansi imihlo-la !" · 
Kwathula kwathi du. UZazini wathatha izikhali

zakhe wa,sukuma wathi-: 
"N omceBo sengiyahamba, masingali6azisani ngo6a

ikude indlela." · 
''Ye6o mfowethu usuyahamba, uze uhambe_ ka�le.

Amadlozi awoNdwandwe akulonde endlelem uflke
kahle ekhaya kumame - - - uze ungikhonzele ku-
mame." 

Washo arnazwi okugcina wakhala uN_o�ceBo,. wa­
khala ezimaconsi, wasukuma weza kuZazm1 wath1: 

"Kodwa mfow'ethu · uqinisile uyahamba? Uy'.3-�amba
uvoBona umame? Umame na?" Washo e6161theka
ekhala ngo6a kwasekufike usizi lokushiywa ngu�fo­
wa6o esekhumbula unina · owamzalayo wamncehsa,
wamkhulisa ngothando lwenyama nomphefumulo.
Wasondela wamngomothela umfowa6o izandla zakhe
zanamathela kuye zathi ngo, sengathi ng��e. a6uye
asuke kuyena. Wazixa;lulula kancane uZazm1 1zandla
ngesikhathi intombazana isali6ele • ukukhala! waze
wazi6amba zozombili phakathi kwezakh_e 1zand}a,
wahlehla waziyekethisa, zawa. Ya6uye yaz1phakam1sa
intombazana izandla zayo, izikhuphula izivala amehlo
ngo6a egcwele izinyembezi. Yakhala yaze yema ya�uka
lap ho yathi: 

"Hambani Zazini noNomanzi, indlela enhle."
Wasuka wahleka uZazini wathi·. 
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"�ina angihambi nentombazana ngihamba nomnganewam1, uma kungenjalo ngihamba ngedwa, noma ngi­hambe nawe." 
Wathi uNomce6o: 
"Phela mi:ia angihambi yilapho ngiyakogana manje."

. Ekushwem kwakhe lawamazwi umzimba wakhe wa­qma! ukuthamba lokhu o6ekulethwe ukukhala kwaphelawaz1zwa esenguyena uNomce6o, intombi kaMalambule.Wakhum�ula ilanga lapho .uyise wamthuma kuMala­mbule sehyoshona kuvutha imililo e6omvu kude ama­hlungu esha, amalanga6i elokoza ekudeni. Namhla uMal3:mbule esegula ethuma uZazini uku6a amtshele ukuth1 uyam_thanda. Konke lokhu kwammisa isi6indi esesa6ekayo 1kakhulu ngo6a nakhu namhla uMalambuleuthume �6afowa6o uku6a Bazomlanda Bamsindiseekuganem _umuntu · o6en_g�mqondile uku6a amgane. W�ku6ona lokhu uZazm1, wathatha isihlangu sakhewach1theka. 
UNom�nzi e6ona ukuthi uZazini nomngane wakhe 6ay�msh1ya �ahlala_ phansi wakhala naye uku6a ash1y_w� e�gaz1 uku�h1 uzoyaphi. Wakhala ehleli phezukwes1dmd1 sotshah1 engamkhulumisi uNomceBo nayeuNomce6o wa6uka-nje. · Kuthe 6esa6ukana k�aqha­m�ka yena uChithumuzi wayese6a6ona nokuthi uNoma­nz1 uyakhala waqonda kuyena wafike wathi •"Ukhalelani mntanomuntu?" 
Lawamazwi wawasho i-{gomoya ophan�i ngo6a ama­qhawe anomunyu n.esihe esikhulu ku6antu Besifazane.Ayehluleka uku6ekezelela izinyembezi.' Siyakwazi lokhu nakuShaka ngo6a kuthe ingani kufe unina a6antuse6ekhala,. isililo sa6o samenza uku6a angene endlini �ngaphum1 pha��l�. . Kwaze kwaqhamuka elinye 1khehla l�qunga 1s16md1 lathi uShaka akagwinye itshengo63: un�n.a . ak_asenakum6uyisa kwa6aphansi. Lelizwilamm1sa 1s16md1 uShaka waqala ukujivaza izindunazakhe wat�� yini uku6a zim6uke e6ulala izwe na? LokhukuJ1vaza kwakhe uShaka wayengenziwa ngo6a nempela e6ona ukuthi u.Bulala izwe - - qha. Kuyena wakoShaka kwakungelutho uku6ona wonke umhla6ausulele phansi uca�a ufile. Kodwa inye into owayeyi­Balekela waze waz1valela endlini: nguku6ona nokuzwa
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a6antu Besifazane Bekhala. Izwi lomuntu wesifazane 
li6i lineminjunju nemizwelo efike ihlakaze sonke 
isakhiwo ,somuntu wesilisa, aphenduke isilima nesiphu­
kuphuku. Athi uyenza kanti akayazi into ayenzayo. 
Uma kungenjalo kuyangani uku6a uNandi unina ka­
Shaka noBibi kaNdlela waseMgungundlovu wodumo, 
noMnka6ayi kaJama wa6aQulusi, noMonase inkosikazi 
kaMpande unina kaM6uyazi, 6athola amagama angaka 
kwaZulu na? Nakuzo izilokazane lezi ezimhlophe 
khona kwasemandulweni kuzwakala amagama aw-0-
Dido, nawoKhilophatra (Cleopatra) . nawoKhekhe 
(Circe) omiling"o yakhe, ngiyifanisa nekaNomkhu6u­
lwane. · Lezizintombi yizona ezakha igama likaZulu, 
za6opha isizwe lapho kuthi masihlakazeke. Zazalela 
uZulu amaqhawe, e�inye za6anga6aluleki Bamakhosi 
njengoBibi, ezinye za6angumhlo6iso nodumo lo6ukhosi 
nesigodlo so6uZulu. Yizo lezi izintombi zayizolo ! 
Engazizwa zi6uzwa yiNkondlo kaZulu ngangezwa 
muntu ephendula. Kushiwo Bona oMnka6ayi la6o 
noMonase, noN omchoBa. 

Khona ngaso lesosikhathi sikaDinizulu ingani o_kungu­
yena muntu O\Vaihi ngazo izinda6a zothando lolu wehlisa 
inkelenkele kwaZulu, kwaBa ngumuntu wesifazane, 
uSiyekiwe inkosikazi yakhe uBambatha kaMancinza. 
Wathi ingani u6ekiwe ngasese yinkosi uDinizulu uku6a 
ahlale khona kuze kuphele udweshu lwa6ashoko6ezi, 
kwa6onakala ukuthi yona inkosi isaye ngaseMgungu­
ndlovu kodwa uku6uya kwayo yafumanisa uSiyekiwe 
ese6al;kile _waqonda ku&andasi. Kuya6onakala ukuthi 
nezinduna zenkosi uDinizulu uqo6o nazo zasezingathe­
mbekile. Enye yazo yenza uku6a uSiyekiwe anqa6e 
uku6uyela oSuthu kodwa aqonde kuSandasi ngo6a 
Yona yazi ukuthi ngokwenza njalo izo6e isiyonakele 
inda6a, nokuthi uku'wisela inkosi ehlazweni sekulula. 
Induna le yayimzonda okaMancinza ngo6a yona.isiBona 
umfazi emuhle - - ngisho yena uSiyekiwe. Njenge­
gama lakhe uSiyekiwe akazange ayivume induna le. 
Rhona izozisindisa olakeni lukaDinizulu, noku6a inko­
sikazi ingamtsheli uDinizulu noBambatha, yace6a leli­
ce6o loku6a yethuswe inkosikazi kaMancinza khona 
izofuna isiphephelo ku6elungu. Induna Jena yayingazi 
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ukuthi uBambatha uf ele eNkandla. 
wayengazi. 

NoSiyekiwe naye 

Kwagcina kanjanike? Pho umuntu wesifazane enga­
zange eme e5andla nokubekana na5elungu engeMphe­
zeni yena okwathi sekumi ka5i kwaDukuza, athi ama­
Khehla akwaQwa5e: 

· · 

. "Phika Mphezeni kuyaphikwa kulendlu. 
Y ek' afJelungu ukudlala!" 

Wasuka owesifazane wachaka konke ngoBambatha. 
Yilaphake lapho a5elungu 5agxila khona ngecala 
lokulahla inkosi uDinizulu. Uma siBuka..kahle, siya6ona 
emnyombeni wayo yonke indaBa, siBona owesifazane 
eyisithezile inda6a ngesithunzi esenziwa yizenzo nolimi 
lwakhe. · USiyekiwe noma yena wayengaqonde lutho 
oluBi, futhi akenzanga lutho oluBi lokukhombisa uku­
ngethembeki - - nokho inkulumo yakhe yonke 
eMgu�gundlovu yafika yayichithisa umuthi inkonyane. 

NezmdaBa eziningi zezimpi nezingxaBano usuke 
ekhona owesifazane. N oChithumuzi na6afowa5o BaBe­
sendle-nje Beshiye emakhaya, kwakungenxa yomuntu 
wesifazane - - yena uNomce6o lo. 

·Ngakhoke kwathi lapho esho njalo uChithumuzi ethi:
"Ukhalelani mntanomuntu?"
NoNomanzi walizwa lelozwi elizela ukumduduza,

kwathi ingani kufanele aphendule wathula. WaBuye 
waBuza uChithumuzi wathi: 

"Ukhalelani mntanomuntu?" 
Walchophoza uNomanzi uku6a aze aBonwe yinsizwa 

ekhala. Wazesula izinyembezi wabeka phansi. Wathi 
ngenxa yokuBa efuna ukumduduza isandla sakhe 
uChithumuzi wasi5eka emahlombe kaNomanzi, wathi 
ngokwesula izinyembezi emehlweni, uChithumuzi 
wamhola wamletha kuNomceBo wafike wathi kuye: 

"Dadewethu, umngane wakho uyakhala. Ukhumbula 
ekhaya., mncelise useyingane." 

L�li�wi l?kuthi 'dadewethu' walithatha lamngena
enhl-Iz1ywem uNomceBo, Iona lodwa lammisa isiBindi · 
sokuthi kanti kuChithumuzi unomfowaBo owedlula 
uZazini. Aka6uyanga esabeka nalapho kushona khona 
uZazini nomngane wakh,e. Okunye okwamhlekisayo 
kwamlethela insini ukuBa uChithumuzi athi makancelise 
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uNomanzi ngo5a etetema. NoNomanzi naye wafikelwa
amahloni ngempela oku6a aze aziphathe njengomntwa­

na. Ngakhoke waziphendulela wathi:
"Ayincelise intombi enkulu njengami ayenze njani

njenempela? '.' 
Wathi uChithumuzi: 
"Ikhona intombi enkulu eke ikhale, itetenyiswe yize 

njenga we?" 
Wathi esho lelozwi, uNomanzi wamuthi jeqe nga­

mehlo, kanti umntanensizwa ulisho eliqondile ukuthi 
lizoyijeqezisa. Wathi ephenduka wafumanisa kade 
amBuka uChithumuzi, in tom bi nayo yezwela yathi: 

"Uyangiqalake mina, angithandi." 
Wathi uChithumu.zi: 
"N gikuqala uyigula lesithole yini?" 
Ya5uya ya,mukha ngeziqu zamehlo int�mbazana 

kanti umntanensizwa kade wayibeka: Wayethisa ame­
hlo uNomanzi. 

Kuthe· izindaBa zimnandi zidelile waqhamuka uMa­
phulana ezidlisa satshanyana wathi: 

"Kan ti akusahanjwa yini?" 
Wathi esho njalo wabeka ngasentshonalanga, nempela 

ilanga laseliya ngomutsha wendoda, phansi kwemithi 
sekukhona amathunzi aBika ukuthi selizoshona. Wa­
Phendula uChithumuzi wathi: 

"Sesiya6opha nami Besengizotshela amantombazana 
ukuBa alungele ukuhamba, uyazi phela nawe ukuthi 
isifazane ngaBantu aBasukela kade." 

Washo lawomazwi maqede uMaphulana wanyama­
lala, wa6uyela lapho wayephuma khona wayobema 
ugwayi wakhe,. waqoqa okwakhe. Nezinsizwa zonke 
zasezi6uyile ekuvakasheni kwazo, za6uya ·ezinye zi­
hlwaBusile, sezikhulumela futhi. Akakho owayenga- · 
ngaBaza ukuthi ngaleyonkathi sezilindele konke okuhle 
nokuBi. 

Lathi selishona '6a6ewahlakaza amaziko a6a6ekade 
BeBase kuwona aBanye seBephethe izihlangu ngezandla.
�uyo yonke lenkathi uMaphulana akakhulumi lutho 
Uthule. Usefikelwa naye ukuthula okufikela aBantu 
aBadala Behlezi eningini laBantu aBasha. Naye izindaBa 
Zezinsizwa lezi zazingazange z;imngene kakhulu. Na-
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muhla njengoBa esekhulile-nje zasezimphume ngempela: 
Inye into eyayimchithisa isikhathi, ukubema nokuzi6o­
nela izinda6a zomhlaBa ematha:njeni akhe. 

Ukuhlwa kwangena, wezwa esihlanjeni esasingenza- ,. 
nsi kwa6o kukhala amaselesele ezwakala. ekhala njalo 
ehloBo enanele ihloBo. Kwakukhona imvunge yawo­
miyane Bephuma emafukwini seBeqala:"ukuzingela yonke 
into enegazi aBangayimuncayo Besuthe. NaBo Bathi 
seBesuka kuleyondawo BaseBexoshwa yiBona omiyane. 
Enzansi ehlathini Bakhonkothwa ikhonde lenkawu, 
lakhonkotha njalo, Balizwa noma seBekude nesiwa 
aBaBe kade Beseduze kwaso. 

Wahamba inhliziyo yakhe ish.ayela phezulu uNomceBo 
ngoBa azi ukuthi ekugcineni kohambo lwakhe kukhona 
uMalambule. Izwi likaChithumuzi lcikuthi "dade­
wethu" l�lisahleli enhliziyweni yakhe limlandela lim­
nika isiduduzo nj.alo. W·onke umuntu wayenamile. 
NjengoBa izinsizwa zasezike zathinta amanzi ampofu 
wazizwa sezivungama izingoma eziningi zasemaChu­
Beni, zizivungamela phansi zingaphumeseli amazwi 
ngoBa kwakuseseduze nemizi yaBantu. Kodwa kuthe 
ukuBa zi6one ukuthi sezithe qakaqa emathafeni zaphu­
mela oBala, seziqansa amagquma namaqele, waliqala 
omunye wezinsizwa ihuBo lakuBo aBaBezwakala ngalo 
ukuthi nampo Beza: 

"Inkosi yahlul'izizwe, 
W angifJon'uBambatha, 
SifJashise ke sizwe, 

Hhe yaye!" 

· Z-alishaya izinsizwa kwathi nalowo owayengakalali
waphumela phandle walalela izinsizwa zihaya ihu6o
leqhawe; ·nalowo owayeselele wavuka wembatha isi- .
phuku wathi, laBo aBahlaBelelayo BahlaBelelaphi?
Kazi ng�Baphi? N alowo ozayo ozohlangana naBo naye
wazizwela ukuthi, weu, laBoBafo Beza nalukhulu,
waqheluka endleleni. KulaBo aBaBeV\lmelana naBelungu
Berna ngezindlu ngoBa seBecaBanga ukuthi uBambatha
noChakijane s-eBefikile. ABanezi6indi Bahloma Balu­
ngela ukulwa Amagwala aBalekela emahlathini kodwa
adumala ukuBona ukuthi esikhundleni sokuBa amazwi
adonsekele ngasemizin� ya wo, ayagwegwesa ayisika
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emaceleni 1m1z1. -LaBa aBahaya ingoma Bahambela

ngaphandle kwayo yonke imizi. Kuthe noma amazwi

eya ngokuya ecima, kodwa izinhlamvu zengoma zasala

ezindleBeni zaBantu ukuthi kuhaywa 'ngomfo ka­
Mancinza: 

"UfJUhwanqa fJuduke nenhliziyo,

O/Junye fJuduka nemizimba. 

USifukufuku silukhakhayi 
Lwengane yakwamfaz'ofelwayo,

uManz'amnyam'elangeni." 

Kwathi kuphakathi koBusuku, lapho sekuphume
unyezi ukhanya uthe nge Bazi6ona izintaBa zasema­

ChuBeni sezivela. Waxegisa izitho uChithumuzi enzela
ukusondela eduze kwamantombazana wafike wathi
kuNomce6o: · · 

"Dadewethu ! Sekuseduze ekhaya. Uyayi6ona leya­
nta6a ephambi kwakho? Ngaphansi kwayo ."ngumuzi

· wakithi. Laphayake sizokumBona uMalambule umfo­
wethu", washo ekhombile ngeklwa lakhe, lathi ukuthi
Genye, Benye ekukhanyeni kwenyanga, noNomceBo
wa6·ona ukuthi kukhuluma iqhawe. 

Uthe eqeda lapho uChithumuzi wayehlehlela kuNo­
:rnanzi wasondela wathi: 

"Mntanomuntu. selokhu ngikuBone ekuseni ulele,
udadewethu ecamele kuwe inhliziyo yami ithe mangif.e.
ngenxa yakho. Umngane wakho uzogana umfowethu,
wena kuhle usala usuvuma mina. Akusekho kweshe­
lana. UmhlaBa ufile, ·nawe uyaziBonela. Yi6a ngu­
:rname, ngiBenguyihlo." 

Washo wayiBuka intombazana, yaBe yilokhu ibeke
Phansi. Wasondela kuyona uChithumuzi, kodwa yona
Yamgwegwesela, yamncintsha amehlo. Waphendukela
kuNomce6o uChithumuzi wathi: 

"Dadewethu, woza uzoncelisa umngane wakho,
funaze akhale." 

Wahleka uNomce6o wathi kuChithumuzi: 
"llthando phela alukhethi ludwani--oluwela ku)ona)"
Waphenduka-uNomanzi wam6uka uNomceBo ngo6a

eqonda into ayishoyo, wathi u6uka uChithumuzi wam­
fica emlindile, wahleka uNomanzi wathi: 

"Sengeqiwe yilona." 
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I S A H L U K O X'J I. 

Ukufumanisa ukuthi izwe Jonke lakwaZulu nasesi­
Lungwini lahlukene, uBambatha noChakijane na6o 
Bonke a6a6engayithandi imali yamakhanda 6efuna 
amasu okukhombisa uBuzwe Ba6o. Okokuqala kwa­
kufanele Bashanele endlini, Basuse izitha zesizwe 
ezazimnyama. Sekuchaziwe ngaphambili ukuthi se­
lokhu kwasuka kuCetshwayo eweliswa izwe lakwaZulu 
IaBiwa phakathi izifunda zaBayishumi nantathu, kwa­
thiwa wonke umnumzane ophakanyisiwe unamandla 
nogazi olungangolwaBo Bendlu kaZulu: kwasuka lapha­
ke ukwahlukana phakathi kwakwaZulu. AkuBanga­
Bikho namunye owathi, hawu madoda, niyangi6onela-nje 
na? Kungaya kanjani silingane sonke, nakoko ema­
ndulweni imiBuso namakhanda ayo ingazange ilingane 
na? fionke aBaBekwayo_ 6ago6a amakhanda Bathi 
ngi6onwa yini. 

Lento isiyahlupha nanamuhla ngoBa nezingane sezi-
.. khula zazi ukuthi sinamakhosi angaBalwa; lokho kusho 

ukuthi noma ngingalalela yiphi kusalungile, noma ngi­
ngalalelanga lutho konke lokho kulungile. Lomthetho 
womfo kaSonjica uSomsewu, kwathi lapho usemuhle 
waBongeka kuBantukazana aBaBeBona ukukhushulelwa 
e,zikhundleni kodwa kulaBo aBaBethanda isizwe Baw�­
Buka Bawukhophozelela, Banqunywa imilomo. Okuy1-
BonaBantu aBaBulala izwe ngalesisikhathi yi6ona IaBa 
aBaseBethi BangaBelungu, nemiqondo yaBo izikhohlisa 
ngokuthi ingaBelungu, ngoBa seBegqoka isilungu, Bedla 
nokudla kwaBelungu. UBukhosi loBu oBusha kwaku-
ngoBaBo BeBujaButela. 

Angisho ukuthi Bonke BaBenjalo; Zikhona izilwane 
ezalumela uhlanga lukaZulu nayo yonke imfundo yazo. 
Phakathi kwezilwane ezama ngothando lwesizwe umu: 
ntu angemkhohlwe umfo kaBeni kaNcaphayi kwaLuthui� 
kwelaseMvoti. Sizwa kuthiwa nguyena owayengumba 1 
kaDinizulu kwenye inkathi, wa6uye waBakhona nase­
Mahhashini sekuBusa uSolomoni umfo kaDinizulu, 
osanda ukufa khona zolo-nje. Ezifundisweni zodumo 
ezathanda isizwe selokhu kwaBanini singamshiya ka­
njani umfo kaJemusi kwelamaQadi, ·uMafukuzela: 
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." Mntwan'uyantenga, 
NgikufJeletha wangigwifJikela, 
NgofJa ngithe ngingumlungu, 
Wangiphuz' okwamanzi. 
Mthamo ngifJe ngiyahla(une 
WangifJinda ngakuphimisa, 
Oth'usuka waous'uH!ange: 
WawukufJonaph'ukusus' amawa? 

· · Ngiwafmke ngagefJenyeka, Zulu." • . .
Lonake, oselokhu waphelezelana na6o aBen_dlunkulu 

e6ahlenga eluleka lapho kudinga ukwelukwa khona? 
Yi6o laBa na6anjengaBo aBangaphathwa uma kukhulu­
nywa ngokunikela uhlanga ezitheni. Kunalokho Bona 
6ayazinikela luqoBo lwaBo kuBengcono kuhlinzwe Bona 
kusinde ·umhlaBa kaZulu. 

Kuiheke ukuBa kuBonakale ukuthi umhlaBa wah'lu­
kene, phakathi, kwavela amashinga ikakhulu kwelakwa­
Zulu aphenduka aBashokoBezi neNkomndani. LaBake 
6aBeqaphela Bonke a6ahluBukayo Bephambana nengqo­
ndo kaZulu BaBasudukise uma kwenzeka. fiaBeyeBa­
Phume kuBe sengathi kuphunywa inqina, ikakhulu lafio 
a6aBenganeno koThukela, Baphume Bathi Bayakozingela 
kwaZulu, kanti ukhona umnumzane ososhiweyo, kuye­
zwakala-nje sekuxoxwa inda6a .. fianingi aBanumzane 
i6a6eii.yamalala· kanjena Bangaziwa ukuthi Bashonephi. 

Amandla omlungu ayesengene kakhulu kwaZulu,
kwazise nokuthi naye umlungu akahlezi kahle kulelizwe 
lomzansi uma uZulu enganqotshwa aphulwe onke ama­
Phiko andiza ngawo. Kwakwesatshwa ukuthi uma 
UZulu engaBanjwa ngezimpon�o Z?Zimbili uzoqoqa 
Zonke ezinye izizwana azifake umoya woBunye zim­
cwase umlungu njengesizwe esifikile ukuzokona umhla-6a. Ekwenzeni konke ukwahlukanisa isizwe sikaZulu 
Utnlungu wasizwa yimiqondo namakhanda · amaningi 
akaZulu ayethanda ukukhuphukela endlini engenhla. 
�anamuhla ukukhuphukela· ·endlini engenhla kulu!a 
11tna uthengisa ngohlanga lwakini ukhomba amanxeBa16uhlungu okungadingeki aphole. 

Pho noMalambule yini kuthi -ethunyiwe yinkosi yakhe 
th1lS

igananda ngenxa yokuBa ethenjwa kodwa yena uku­
enjwa kwakhe akuphendule induva?

6 
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• Kuthe ukuBa· Baphume lapha kwaSigananda oMala­
mbule nezinye izinsizwa Baqonda khona eMpanza.
Endleleni Behamba uMalambule wezwa kuncencetha
ezindleBeni zakhe inkulumo yamadoda ekhuluma no­
Sigananda ngamazwi ashiwo uSomsewu ·ukuthi oBulala
imbila emhlophe usuke okhe olunenkume nokuthi
ezinye izimbi6a · ziyophhma kuwo wonke ama.'cala zizo­
funa ithambo lembiBa eBuleweyo. .6ahamba laBa
aBanye-nje yena ucaBanga ngalawamazwi.

KwaBuya kuyena izinto eziningi owake waziBona 
zehlakala eBabatini phakathi ezinkomponi nasezinko­
mpulazi lapho aBantu BeBeke BaBulale omunye phakathi 

· kwamaBili Bamdonse Bemhudula BayeBamphonse noma
emgodini omdala ongasembiwa. Kutholakale ukuthi
umuntu othile unyamalele kodwa kungaziwa ukuthi
washonaphi. ABakuBo Bawufune umkhondo kodwa
Bangawutholi lapho ushone khona. Kusuke 'izinhloli
nofokisi Baphume Behambe Befuna yonke indawo, 6aze
6ezwe iphungana liphurria nganda weni ethize Baqonde
khona, Bafumanise umuntu kade waBa nga�athambo.

.6asolele esinkompulazi esithize. .6ayasuka lapho
Bazidlisa satshanyana naBo Bephuza utshwala Badakwe
kuqala; kanti lap ho sekubedwa kubede Bona kuqala;
nalapho sekut:\1engwa . utshwala Buthengwe yi6o kuqala 
Baphenduke omaliyavuza nezigeBengu · zoqoBo. Ku.thi
lapho Bonke ofeleBa seBephuze Baze BacwHa nangoBuso
seBebukuda ezinsisheni aqale omunye wawofokisi uku­
xoxa izindaBa zoBugeBengu okuthi kwathi ekuthinithini 
kunje, kunjeya, yena wathatha ummese wabolokoqa 
umuntu. Ngokw:esaBa. ukuBanjwa ezweni laBelungu
wamthatha lomuntu wayewamphosa emmfuleni, akwa­
LandaBazalutho.

Ayixoxe maqede,· kusuke nalona omunye ahamba
naye, naye athathe eyakhe yoBugeBengu oBudlula lo6u
aBuzwile. · • 

. Uzwenike, ziyesuka izilima sezingenwe utshw la
emakhanda zixoxe ukuthi ekuthinithini zake. zaBa )Ja
umuntu zamBulala kanje, kwa6anje, zamthatha fi­
hla noma zammbela ekuthinithini. .6ahleke Bafe of o­
kisi, 6ayigcone 'indaBa yalomuntu naye aze ayixoxele
okokuBa ayikhiphe amathumbu. Kothi seBeBona ukuthi
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nempela nguye lomuntu, Bayinqume phakathi indaBa 
·Bathi kuhle iqedelwe ngelinye ilanga. .6alinqume ilanga 
lokuhlangana kuphuzwe nalendaBa kuzwakale isigcinp
�ayo.

.6ayasuka ofokisi Baqonda kwelakuBo Bayafika Bathi:
"Hawu sesi6atholile, kade si6adonsa siBasenga, Base­

ngeka. Siyohlangana naBo ngelanga elithize ekuthini­
thini." · Nempela ngalelolanga kuBe yikho. Kuyothi
Bona Bephuza Bedakwa, kanti emnyango sekuhlezi
a6anye ofokisi noma amaphciyisa azo6aB'amba Bonke
kanyekanye ngenkathi indaBa lena ixoxwa.

Izilima lezi ezinecala zona kazazi ukuthi nalaBa aBa­
Banjwe naBo ngamaphoyisa. Futhi ngukuhlakanipha 
yini esilungwini, lokhu wona amaphoyisa lawa yiwona 
azophathwa ngendluzula ku6e futhi yiwona. alwayo 
engafuni ukufakwa ozankosi. Beka ! UngaBe ukuBonile 
esiLungwini ! Pho, kuyafikwa naphambili izigeBengu 
zahlukaniswe kuthi ofokisi laBa Bathathwe ·kuthiwe Ba­
zovalelwa kweyaBo indlu ngo6a 6eBaBi ngempela kanti, 
sekungukudedelwa kwaBo . 

Li6aqule icala laBa aBanye liBalahle, Bakhonjwe 
entanjeni. Yeka esiLungwini ukudlala ! 

UMalambule wayekwazi lokhu. Kwavuka kon� 
emqondweni wakhe wazi6ona esenequngu loku6ulala 
umuntu, nokwenza ku6engumlungu. ' WaziBona · ese,. 
hamba ecasha ngoBa uma eke waBanjwa useyinhlamvu. 

La6oBantu owayehamba naBo waBaBuka waBafanisa 
na6antwana aBathathwa yinhliziyo, nolaka 6aphume 
Benze izinto ezinkulu, kuthi uma seBeBanjwa Bezenza 
Bakhohlwe ukuthi 6eBesukwe yini Baze Bazenze. 

Endleleni wagwi6ika wathi: . 
"Madoda, mina lendaBa yokuyoBulala umlungu noku­

Ba sithathe izibamu zakhe mina angiyenzi." 
"Hawu, uthini Malambtile na ?" KuBuza laBa a6anye. 
"Qha ngiqinisile angiyenzi. Amazwi okuthi a6elungu 

Bayolifuna ithambo lembiBa yakuBo liyangiseBenza. 
Nina anizange nihlale na6elfrngu la6a. · Mina ngivela 
Phakathi kwaBo izindlela zaBo ezinye ngiyaziqonda 
kodwa eziningi a,ngiziqondi, futhi angisho ukuthl ngi­
Yoziqonda nanini." 

s• 

•
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"Usho ukuthi thina usuzosishiya sodwa sife na?" 
Ku6uza omunye. 

"NgiyaBona ukuthi kuya kulokho. Le, ezweni elinga­
phambi kwase.6uthonga, eBabatini, Bengike :ngiBone 
Bejonge ukuthola umuntu omnyama eBulele omunye 
umuntu omnyama; Bamfune Baze Barn thole. Kangaka­
nanike uma thina siyoBulala umlungu? Angikhathali 
noma singam6ulala sihambe seduke nezwe singaziwa 
nalapho sibeke khona, isilokazane l�si esimhlophe siyo­
sifuna size sijuluke imihlandla sithi siya6aleka ngo6a 
phela sesahlulwa." 

Washo lawamazwi uMalambule yaxega imilenze na­
madolo athamba kula6a aBa6ehamba naye uMalambule. 
Omunye wa6uza wathi: 

"Uqinisile na?'' 
W athi uMalambule, 
"Anginteli uma ngisho nj alo." 
Yathi enye insizwa eyayihamba noMalambule: 
"Qha, uq1nisile wena kaMdlampisi, ingani siyayizwa 

indaBa kaBongoza ukuthi kwathi emva. koku6a awa­
khohlise amaQadasi. amncindela isithupha athi ayoze 
amBone. Amfuna, amfµna, Ntandose -kaBaBa, aze 
am tho la. Amenzani?" 

Yathi enye insizwa, 
"Kuthiwa amBophezela emahhashini. Kwakude 

kude, kwathi laplio efika ekhaya amBophezela esondwe­
ni lenqola azikholisa ngaye, kuyilelo nayilelo lizixeBule­
la kuyena waze wakhipha ulimi uBongoza wafa." 

"Qha · uqinisile." Kusho okaMdlampisi; "nokho 
uqinisile izwi lenkosi, yizwi lenkosi thina zithunywa 
zayo akufanele sileqe. Ukuleqa ngukufiphaza isizwe 
:sonke, ngoBa inkosi imele izwe Jonke." 

"Mina senginqumile angiyi lapho", kusho uMala­
mbule. 

Wathi eliqeda, yamphendukela insizwa yathi: , 
"Kanti uqo.nde nokuhluBukisa thina, nawe usuyi­

mbuka kanti? Ukuhlala naBelungu lokhu sekwakona, 
sewadla kakhulu amathe aBo, ngifunga uNtandose." 

Yaphakamisa iwisa layo yambeka, yathi ukulivivinya 
noMalambule • waBambisisa isihlangu sakhe ngoBa 

• 
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ese6ona ingozi phambi kwakhe. YamBuka insizwa
yathi: . 

'hl kh ? "Yikho-nje usuthi uqinisa ne�1 ai:igwana sa o •.
NgoBa ucaBanga ukuthi ��ngath1 �g1hh0Bela ng?a,�

eh
Jami iwisa kusale kumi ym1 lapho· hshaye khona • 

Washo esondela okaMdlampisi ehleka lokhukuhleka
umuntu ahlale esinekile, wathi: 

"We, we, yeka mina !" 
Wasondela, uMalambule wahlehl�,. n_aye waz1Bonela

ukuthi ikhanda lewisa likaMdlamp1s1 lmgafohla norna
ethi uvikile. Wam6uka eBusweni, ebeki�isa w_a6uBona
u6uso Bakhe seBumny.ama 6ugqunqile nJenges1khumba
sonwaBu kade Iuchukuluzwa, waguquka, wafulathe!a!
wanyamalala emnyameni. Wez�a _izig":i uMdlamp1s1
zishona enzansi, uMalambule ech1theka n�oBa ne�pela
impisi endala yayizomudla ngo6a yay1kade . 1Badla
a6anye, yenake lokhu nempi wayengazange ay1phume
ngaphambili, yayizomsoBozela. 

Kwathi ukuBa afulathele uMalamb_ule yasale yahleka
yathi: . . . 

"Yekanini uNtandose -· - lomfana amaBele usawa­
thanda?" Washo ebeka le-zi ezinye izi?sizwa aBaBe­
hamba nazo. WaBuye waqhuBeka wath1: .

"Akukaze nakanye ngigalele ngaleliwi_sa kusale ku��
iapho ngishaye khona; kanti 3:k��sha61saBolanga ym1
io?' Washo iwisa lakhe ehv1vmya ehleka yedwa.
WaBuye wathi: · . 

"Leli Bowethu, lake la6ona eSandlwana lapho kwath1 
isiBambene eyamaNgisi nekaCetshwayo ngagwaza
ngaze ngafika mahlaya kunilungu, ngezwa umkh�mto
wami sengathi u6uthuntu, ngawuyeka ngawu6u�1s_el�
ngapha, ngad.omula lona, ngagandaya kwa�ala 1z1g1-
ngqane. Nike nizwe khona kuxoxwa. ukuth1 umlungu
samcho6oza ngembulunga lena wakhahs� o�wenguluB�,
ngifuriga uNtandose kaBa6a. Kwakuy1th1ke laBo s1-
phethe Bona oMsha6isa6olanga laBa." . .  

Washo futhi elivivinya iwisa lakhe uMdlamp1s1, 
kanti ulivivinya-nje Hzokudla futhi eMpanza. Ladla
okokugcina eNkandla lapho umbayimbayi wawusucoBo­
shisa umuntu ekude kungadingeki noma aze asondele
eduze. Wawa umfo kaMdlampisi eya phambili wawela
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eduze kukaBambatha kaMancinza. Kuleyompi kwafa 
amaqhawe, efa kowamagcino ezinsizweni zikaZulu, 
ngisho umfo kaMancinza, washiya uDinizulu irikosi 
yakhe owayethi uyamulwela. Wafa, nayo yangahlala 
naminyaka yamlandela kuleyompi yaseNkandla aBanye 
6ayi6iza ngokuthi eyaseMome, lapho kwafa uMehlo­
kazulu: 

" Umqali wangwazi phambi kweSandlwana, 
Uqufmka sammfula gcwala, 
Uzulu lenza kaBi laduma lingahlomile. 
UNkungu zehla ngamandl'eHloBane. 
Umgwazi kaqhaqhi, 
Uqhaqhelwa zinyoni nonhlanguhloshana. "

Kwafa amadodana kaMancinza oMashumi, no­
Mdeliwe; kwafa amadodana kaGodide oSikebe no­
Ludwani, noQililaBanjwa. Kwafa naphakathi kwaBa­
kwaMfungelwa ingani yena wayeyimbuka embukele 
kuBelungu kodwa aBantu Bakhe aBanye 'Bakuphika 
lokho Basiza okaManoinza. Phakathi kwaBo kwafa 
umfo kaMathanda, kwafa induna yaBo uThayiza, 
kwafa uSiphethu noSihlanu noMnwana, amaqhawe 
kwaBakaMfungelwa. Kwafa iqhawe uMzameni ka­
Babahaye: 

"USilevu umazal'eziny'izilevu, 
USinga lukamesisi umathung'isidwafJa." 

Amaqhawe lawo ! 

Uma kwafa amaqhawe anjengalawa, kungasaBalwa 
imfaBanga eningi eyayingenaziBongo eyafa yendlala 
ucansi, pho uMalambule yena wayeyokwaziwa ngu6ani 
njengempela? 

WadluBulunda lapho maqede ,uMalambule washi6i­
lika wehla ngokhalo oluvundla ummfula,. iLoza, waye 
wawela wangena indlela yezinqola eqonde ngaseMgu­
ngundlovana ngo6a ethi uqonde ukuthola isiphephelo 
ngakhona anga6anjwa ngaBalandeli · BakaBambatha. 
Kwathi esehambile waBona ukuthi sekuhlwile, nezwe 
lakhona laligcwele izinkungu kade aligcina, wangena 
esikhotheni walala emva kokuBa azishutheke phansi 
kwefuku. Walala kahle wangaphazanyiswa yilutho. 
Kodwa wayecaB.ang.a ukuthi lento yokuBa aBaleke .isizwe 
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sakuBo engasisizanga yayilungile yini, nokuthi uma

esefika eMgungundlovana uzothi uyaphi, uqhamu1rnphi. 
LemicaBango yamcindezela phansi wadakwa uku­

ngazi ukuthi uzosuka lapho aqondephi. Ngenxa yoku6a 
engazi lapho wayengaqonda khona wathi uzoqonda 
eMgundlovana. Nempela waqonda khona wafika

lapho ilanga seliphakeme umuzi uxhakazela kugcwele 
amasosha naBelungu Bexwayile, umuntu ehamba aso­
Bele ngo6a kwakuthi noma timlungu ekuthintile-nje 
ku6e sekuphelile njalo, nokukulahla phansi ngenhlamvu 
kuyize-nje. 

Waya ngasenkantolo yakhona wafika wazidlisa sa­
tshanyana amaphoyisa amkhankula athi: 

"Woza lapha wena." 
Pho lokhu uyawazi amaphoyisa aBantu ukuthi noku­

Bizwa Iokhu sekuyimpi, waya eseshekezela, wafika 
wema. La6uya lathi: 

"Awukhuleki ngani, awazi yini ukuthi lapha kuse-
n;,ithethweni?" . . 

WasoBela naye uMalambule wathi, 
".6a6a !" 
Uthe esho njalo kanti nakhu Rbdlula unongqayi-nje 

wasenkantolo uthwele izincwadi zakhona uzjkhipha 
kwelinye ihhovisi ziya kwelinye, lase lisukuma njalo 
iphoyisa lansondo lithi: 

".6ayede !" 
NoMalambule eca6anga ukuthi -unongqayi Iona 

sekuyiyona inkosi, naye wakhuleka. Lathatha iphoyisa 
lomuntu lamhlohloloza lathi: 

"Yinina la Ba eneyisayo, okuthi ngo6a • nif ake amabu­
lukwana Bese nisiq,hatha naBelungu okuyiBona ama­

khosi ethu." 
Lasho njalo lamgqula ngesidunu sewisa wezwa uMa­

lambule kufuquka isisi solaka phansi emsukweni we­
nhliziyo kodwa umphefumulo wakhe wamtshela ukuthi 
icala likuye ekhanda lakhe ngoBa. akakho umuntu om6i­
zileyo wathi makeze ngasenkaritolo. 

Uhlale wahlala ngaphakathi unongqayi wa6uye 
waphwna efake imbilijisi namaklawosi acweBezelayo, 
nesigqoko esaphulele nhlanye, wamBuka uMalambule, 
ngo6a ekhumbula ukuthi izwe laBelungu' leli lihanjwa 

\ 
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vilaBo aBanezilimi aBakhuluma lokhu, Baphixe, Bavume 
iokhu, Baphixe. WaBona ukuthi unongqayi Iona yiBunu, 
hawu, waveteza umfo kaMalambule. Saqhuina ngama­
khala emBingelela umlungu, uBasi kwa6angu6asi, kwa­
suka kwahlwa emini ephoyiseni lakwaZulu, isivetevete 
sesinuka emakhaleni. Pho, uyazazi izindlela zakoBe­
lungu. uMalambule .ngoBa wake wahlala isikhathi eside 
eBabatini, Ukhuluma njalo umlungu useyamamatheka, 
vena uyalandela waze wathi gozololo ngasemnyango 
iapho umlungu engena khona, waguqa phansi, wazi­
khonzela. 
· Umlungu wathula-nje, waBuye waphuma futhi waya
kulo lelihovisi aBeye kulo nakuqala waBuye futhi
uMalambule washaya indesheni. Wamamatheka
umlungu wamqhweBa wathi makangene endlini. Wa­
ngena uMalambule; wakhuleka. LamBuza iphoyisa
lapho evela khona, washo ukuthi uvela esifundeni sika­
Sigananda, nokuthi uBalekile khona ngoBa yena
esandakufika evela ngapha eGoli, aBantu Benkosi ya­
kuBo Bayamsolela sengathi uzoBathutha a6ayise kuBe­
lungl!. Ngakhoke Besekucetshwe neceBo lokuBa asud1;1-
kiswe. KwaBakhoi<a' aBamtshelayo, weqa. Ma.nJe 
ufika lapha-nje uzocela umseBenzi wokusiza kulolu­
dweshu lukaBambatha. Yena akavumelani nalo, 
angase ame ngakuBelungu. 

Unongqayi wamBuka phansi wamBuka phezulu wa­
thula, kwaBakhona ukumsola lomuntu unongqayi pgoBa 
aBantu BakwaZulu wayeBazi ukuthi funa mhlawumbe 
uMalambule Iona ufuna ukumholela oPhathe kuBuye 
kuphinde esika:Bongoza. · Wathi ephoyiseni lo.muntu 
leli elalimphathe_kaBi uMalambule, wathi malimthathe 
uMalambule limphathe kahle, athole ukudla, alaliswe 
kahle. 

Waphuma lapho uMalambule esethwele U!Jlsila eseya 
kuleliphoyisa. Wanele waliBona maqede _kwafutha 
endaweni lapho iphoyisa limgqule khona waqala ukuB�­
nesiBango kulona. Nalo alikhulumanga lisimze lath1: 

"Woza lapha." 
Walandela uMalambule, Basithela ngemuva kw�­

nkantolo, Bahamba Baze Bafika ekamu, izindlu-nJe 
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ezingamalawu. £athe ukufika khona iphoyisa leli 
elaseliqinile lamhlalisa phansi lathi: 

"Uqhamukaphi mfana, ungokaBani? ,,-
UMalambule wathula waliBuka iphoyisa ngo?a �ul?na 

kwasekqkhona ukuzisola selicaBanga_ uku�h1 l�thmte 
umuntu ongathintwayo, mhlawumbe uhphoy1sa ehkhulu 

· elivela kwenye indawo, inhlawu1:1�e -uMal�mbule
uvinxusa lakwaHulumeni elithunywe 1zmda6a ezmkulu.
Kuthe ingani uyakuBona lokhu uMalambule wan�a­
thanda ukuBa alibozomele iphoyisa uma selethuk1le.
Esikhundleni sokuliphendula wathula-nje waliBuka.
Kuthe ngesikade wathi kulona:

"Kulendawo ongigqule kuyo kuyafutha ngen'.x.a yoB�­
hlungu. Ngithule-nje ngicaBanga uBuhlungu 06ung1-
phethe�o."

Wathula uMalambule, nephoyisa lathula
_. . Lithe

lithatha lalingena indlela li6uyela enkantolo nJengoBa
kwasekuzoshaya nesikhathi samadina. UMalambule
wasala ekamu walala ngoBa, wayekhathele, wavuka
ngoBa. seBemnikeza amahewu nophushwana olw_aluse- ·
thungeni, wadla waBuyela phansi. Kuthe_ lapho 1langa 
liBantuBahle kwafika izwi ekamu ukuth1 uMalambule 
uyadingeka ngasenkantolo. Wasuka khona I_apho 
waqonda enkantolo. Wathi esaqhamu�� wah6o:na 
lelikhehla lakwaZulu eliyiphoyisa limBuka, hmqaphehs3: 
nokususa kwakhe phansi unyawo. Naye :waB'ona ukuth� 
ikhona indaBa ephakathi kwakhe nalehkhehla, wath1 
lapho esondela latsaka amathe lamkhomba !1gom1;1nwe 
kuwo umnyango awuBone kungena unongqay1 nges1kha­
thi efika Wafika kuwo umnyango wangqongqoza, 
kwathula· kwathi nya. Kuthe emva kwe�ikhathi kwa­
Phuma kuwo umnyango iphoyisa lomuntu lathi maka­
ngene. 

Esengene uMalambule amehl� akhe a�hang�a oza­
nkosi a6ayizixho6o Belenga ezmdongem, nem1khonto
namahawu ayindondela kunqwat,shelwe emsamo we­
lldlu. Phezu kwamahawu amanye kwakuk.9-ona na1:13:­
heshu eBekiwe kuBonakala ukuthi ake agqokwa y1z1-
Ilsizwa. Kuthe amehlo akhe esanamathele kulezizinto, 
Wezwa izwi limBuza lithi: 
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"lthi inkosi nguwena uMalambule na?" Ku6uza 
iphoyisa lomuntu ngendluzula. 

·Wathi uMalambule,
�'Yimina uMalambule."
"Ithi inkosi ngempela uyakwazi ukuveteza ulimi

lwa6o na ?" 
"Ye6o, isiNgisi ngiyasizwa nesiBunu ngiyasizwa 

naso, ngo6a · ngike ngase6en ... ", wathi engakaliqedi 
lelo iphoyisa lathi: 

"Thula ! Inkosi ayiphendulwa kanjalo. Yona i6uza 
ukuthi ulimi uyalwazi na? Musa ukwelula." 

Wathula uMalambule e6uka iphoy1sa limfutha isi­
zathu salokho enga1'la_zi, wayesephendula wathi: • 

"Ye6o ngiyalwazi." 
Wathi ukusho"njalo, iphoyisa lamnyonkoloza ngame­

hlo lenzela ukumsa6isa, naye wazibekela phansi. 
Lithe lithatha iphoyisa lomlungu lalivulela isiBunu 

kuMalambule, naye wathi ukuqa6uka, walihloma ngaso. 
La6uye lamhloma ngomunye um6uzo, naye wali6eka 

. khona lap ho futhi ngolimi lwakhona. Unongqayi Iona 
um6uza njalo ubeke phansi. Wa6ona ukuthi qha; uMa­
lambule uyasikhipha isiBunu siqhuma nangamakhala, 
wayesethi : 
· ·"UChakijane kaGeziridaka uyamazi na ?"

Wathi uMalambule,
"Qha."
"UBambatha kaMancinza uyainazi na?"
Wathi uMalambule,
"Naye ·ruth'i, qha."
"A6ashoko6ezi na?"
"Yini yona leyo?" Ku Buza uMalambt

i

le. Uthe· esa-
6uzile laselingene iphoyisa lomuntu selithi: 
- "Uyazenzisa, nkosi, uya6azi a6ashoko6ezi ange6azi
kanjani efundisiwe-nje?"

Lathi lisho .njalo iphoyisa lomun_tu waphenduka uMa­
, lambule wali6uka phansi naphezulu, wathula. Laqhu-

6eka iphoyisa lomlungu, lathi: 
"Ikhona _inda6a esifuna ukukuthuma yona. Uyakwazi 

ukushayela· inqola yezimbongol0, iminyuzi?" 
Wathi uMalam)rnle, 
"Ngingalinga nkosi." 
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Wathi uN ortgqayi: -
"Uzoshayela inqola ezothutha izimpahla iziqondise 

eMahla6athini, ngendlela enquma kwaNtunj�mbili. -
Uma ufika eMahla6athini ufumanisa ukuthi udmgeka 
uqhu6ekele phambili kwaNongoma, uyokwenza njalo. 
Lomse6enzi engikunika wona ungase uphele eMahla6a­
thini uma impi kuyiqiniso ukuthi · iphelile ngokulwa 
kwaseM·ome." 

Wa6uza uMalambule wathi: 
"Uma impi iphela izimboagolo lezi nazo ngiyozishiya 

khona eMahla6athini na?" 
Wathi unongqayi: 
"Uyozwa khona. Ngakhoke phuma khonamanje 

uhambe naleliphoyisa uyozilungisela ukuhamba. Ku­
dingeka ekuseni liyaphuma ilanga usukude. Nezimbo- · 
ngolo nenqola konke sekulungile." 

Waphuma uMalambule elandela iphoyisa leli okwa­
. kungathi alimthandi. Lahamba naye layelafika ekamu. 
Ukufika kwa6o khona lathi iphoyisa kuyena: 

"Hlala lapha mfana, ngikhulume nawe." 
Wahlala phansi uMalambule. 
"Uyawazi ngempela lomse6enzi okuthiwa hamba 

uyowenza ngalapha eMahla6athini na?" 
Wathi uMalambule: . . 
"Umse6enzi wokushayela izimbongolo ngiyawazi, 

nendlela yokuya eMahla6athini ngiyayaz•i ngo6a seku­
kaningi ngiyakhona ngidlula lapho ngiya emse6enzini 
noma ngihamba nezinye izinsizwa siyakokweshela." 

Lathula iphoyisa. Lasuka lathi: 
"Ye6oke; uyamazi Iona wesifazane ozokhwezwa 

enqoleni yakho uhambe naye uye umlahle ngaku6o- na ?" 
UMalambule wathula ngo6a u6engakezwa lutho 

nga6antu e6e6ezqkhwela enqoleni ,yakhe. Wayazi 
ukuthi kuzo zonke izinqola eziphumayo noma ziqonde­
Phi kuye kukhwele tBantu 6ahambe n·a6o, ezindleleni 
Bazehlel� 6aqonde lapho 6eqonde khona. Akakusha­
Yanga mklru6a ukukhwela komuntu wesifazane. Nga­
khoke waphendula wathi: 

"AngimazL" 
"Uqinisile na?" Kusho iphoyisa. 
Wathi uMalambule, 
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"Hawu wangi5uza ngokucophelela okungaka ngalo­
muntu wesifa.zane yini ngaye?" 
· Lathula iphoyisa ngo6a seli6ona ukuthi uMalambule
useyali6uza nokuthi kufanele liphendule ukuze liphe- ·
ndule kwakufanele lizi5eke phansi lokhuyakuqhosha
e6elinakho uMalambule efika likulahle likhulume naye
njengendoda enye kwenye. Lathatha laphonsa esikhwa­
meni salo. isandla, saphuma neshungu likagwayi elihlo­
tshisiwe ngempela ngo6uhlalu o6uluhlaza no6umhlophe
no6u6omvu. Lapha entanyeni yeshungu kwakuthunge­
lwe umvungquluzi wesilengiso naso esihlotshiswe ngo­
Buhlalu o6umhlophe kuphela. Lesisilengiso iphoyisa
lalisigaxe embotsheni yedle6e lebantshi lalo elimnyama
elinezinkinobo zethusi, kwathi lapha okhalo lelibantshi
lathi gamfu ngebande elikhulu lesikhumba elilenga 
ozankosi. · _

Lalithatha ishungu lalo iphoyisa lalivula lathi uku­
lishaya ngomunwe lachathaza ugwayi labema laseli6uza 
lithi: 

"Uyamazi uBambatha kaMancinza, inkosi yakwa-
Zondi ngalaphaya kulawayamagquma owa6onayo na ?" 

Wathi uMalambule, 
"Ngiyamazi ngempela." 
"Usho ukuthini nxa uthi uyamazi ngempela?" 
Wathi uMalambule, 
"Ngisho ukuthi ngiyamazi; noma eqhamuka lapha 

nginga6anamandla okumkhomba ngimahlukanise kwa­
manye amadoda ngo6a ngiyamazi." 

"Wake wam6ona nga wakho amehlo na?" 
"YeBo ngisanda �umBona kuyo lenyanga ephelile." 

Kusho uMalambule. 
La6uye lakhipha intshengula yalo iphoyisa lakha 

lapha eshungwint labema lathi: 
'.'Laphaya kuleziyazindlu kukhoria umkaMancinza. 

Kusasa kuthiwa uzokhwezwa enqoleni yakho uhambe 
naye agoduke, aqonde khona ngaseMahlaBathini. Aku· 
fanele u¼:uBa ahambe eBonakala ukuthi ungumkanko � 
kufanele afihlwe aze aye afike kwa6aku6o." UHulUr 
meni, mfana, ukwethwesa umse6enzt onzima ngo6a 6ona 
a6antu Bakithi 6;;i.zoku6ona 6aku6ulale okokuqala 
ngo6a uhamba nomkankosi, izinduna zenkosi zingekh0 
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ngisho nezichaka zayo. Okwesi5ili unjengembuka na­
muhla ngo6a uzose6enzela. a6elungu ngesikhathi esi6i 
sokulwa na6o." 

·"Pho wena njengo6a ulapha-nje usuyimbuka nge­
mpela naku6antu Bakini na? Ing.ani uBukeka usumdala. 
Ungawuguqula kanjani umqondo wakh� ushiye uZulu 
use6enzele umlungu na?" 

"Uqinisile. Kuhle ungi5uze kanjalo ngo6a sengimdala. 
Umlungu ngiyamseBenzela ngo6a ngithanda ukumazi 
nokuthi uze asehlule-nje ngo6a ephethe liphi ikhuBalo 
yena thina esingenalo na. Mina ngizele lokho lapha." 

"Ukusho ukuthi ngithe ngifika-nje lapha wangiph-atha 
ngendlela ongiphathe ngayo ngo6a uthi ngizothengisa 
isizwe sakwaZulu na?" 

Lathula ikhehla. La6uye lamBuka ngo6a se1ica6artga 
ukuthi uzosuka uMalambule ayoliceBa ku6elungu ukuthi 
leliphoyisa liyinhloli. Alizele ukuse6enzela umlungu 
lizohlola ukuma kwa6o. 'Wayesethi uMalambule eBona 
ukuthi ikhehla aliphenduli: 

"Qha ngoku6uza kanjalo angiqonde kukulimaza. 
Nami umlungu ngiyathanda ukumse6enzela ngimazi. 
SengiseBenze isikhathi phansi komlungu kodwa uyange­
hlula ukumazi - - yisilwane. Ungasifunda kanjani 
isilwane? Sikhuluma ulimi olushwa6ene olukwitizayo, 
nomqondo owelullt lololulimi uku6a lukhulume, mina 
ngithi ushwaBene. Kodwa izenzo zaBo ziyaphica, 6a6a." 

"Ziphicaphi?" Ku Buza ikhehla. 
"Ziphica lapho seBethinta ezoku6usa · thina Bantu 

a_Bamnyama. Uku6usa kwaBo kungukusicindezela 
Phansi. Beka uku6a inkosi" uDinizulu aphathiswe 
okweziphakanyiswa, nawe njengo6a uyiphoyisa-nje 
uthathwa njengomkhulu umuntu lo naphe.zu kwakhe 
uqo6o. Kulezizinda wo zenu sifundiswa ukweyisana, 
nokuphathana ngendlovuyangena. Mina lento angiyazi 
ingangehlula, 6a6a." 

"Mina anginjalo. Uyangaz� mina? Uyangazi ka­
njani ungumntwana-nje? Mina ngike ngahamba ezi­
ltlpini zamaBunu namaNgisi, ngiyinhloli. Ngikhulele 
ernaBunwini ngikhonze khona emapulazini. Ngake 
ngahlala noChakijane kaGezindaka, ngafunda kuyena 
U6uciko ezintweni eziningi zokushayanisa aBelungu 
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ngamakhanda. Uzongi6uza uthi ngizokwenzani Iapha? 
Ye _Bo ungaBe nalapho usaqinisile. Ngilapha ngo6a 
ng1funa ukuhlola izinda6a. Sekukade ngifuna uku­
ha�ba k�dwa . indlela ayikho. Ukufika kwakho ku­
ng1khu6az1le ngempela, kodwa uBuyaphi?" 

L�sho i�hoyi�a lathula: NoMalambule wathula. 
WahBuka 1phoy1sa. EBusweni Balo kwakukhona izi­
ntsh�aqa zemivin_g<_Ia ezin?lonzini okuthi Iapho lipha­
kam1�a amehlo 1zmhlonz1 ziphakame zi6e yimisele 
ngem1�ele. i:-,emisele iBala ukuhlupheka, nokukhwela 
kwehhwa ez�ndongeni zokuhamba komhla6a, umunlu 
elwa nokuph1la nokufa, nokushiya izwe Iingcono kuno­
kuBa wazalwa walifica Iinjalo. Kulemivingqa uMala­
rp.bule. waBona oShaka Bekhwela izinsonge zomnzansi
weAfr1ka. Behlulahlula izizwe, ingaBe ngomuso Bayo-

' hlasel:3-ph1;. waBona oDingana esiziBeni saseMavivane
okuth1wa s1zo�zo6ele ngokull}inzisa amadoda ashone, 
aze ashone nez1coco zawo; kuzona lezozinhlonzi wa6ona 
oMpande Beza nezinkomo zawoNomampo emndlunkulu 
wakhe? ':'azidla wazibanqa nezawoMalamb.ule kaSobu,za
eSwazm1 okunguyena owayeqanjwe ngaye; waBona 
uC�tshwayo_ . ohamb_a emahlathini amnyama konke
ng1sho nem1z1 yawo; wagcina ngoMBuyazi ewa eNdo­
ndaku�uka naBanewaBo. Ko:nke lokhu ukuBona emqo­
nd wem wakhe nges"ikhashana- esincane iphoyisa likhu­
luma naye. 

"Kun�aya kanjani uku6a• ukufika kwami kukukhu­
Baze, ng1hlangene kanjani nawe?" KuBuza uMalambule. 

. "fi�sek?nqunywe ukuBa kuBe yimina-engizophekezela
mkos1kaz1 kaMancinza. ize ifike ekhaya kwaBaku6o. 
Kodwa mi:1-a Bengin�ezukuhamba ngenqola, Bengizozi­
�ambela-nJe phans1 nenkosikazi naBantwana Bayo 
mtombazanyana esiqala ukuhlosa nomfanyana oyela� 
mayo. NaBo Bakhona lapha." 

W athi uMalambule, 
"Konke lokhu oku�hulumayo angikuzwa kahle. 

Uqondisa ukuthini ngakho?" 
Iphoyisa lathi: 
"Useyingane ngempela. Kawuqondi ukuthi ngi-

thini?" 
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. 

"Qha angiqondi. Kanti wena amehlo akho usuwa-
qondise enkosikazini yenkosi yini?" Ku Buza uMala­
mbule elibeke emehlweni ikhehla. 

Nalo lawavusa amehlo lamBuka uMalambule. La-
hleka lathi: 

"Ngivele ngaBona ukuthi uzongic�Bangela kanjalo
ngoBa usemusha. Imiqon.do yenu nina Bantu aBasha
isabeke kuBantu Besifazane. Ngingaka-nje anginasi­
khathi nezintombi khona kwaseBunsizweni Bami. Ngi­
khonze inkosi yesizwe mina. NaBo Bonke aBaqondene
nemi6uso naBo ngi6akhonzile. Yikho-nje Bengifuna
uku6a kuBe yimina engiphekezela inkosikazi kaManci­
nza, -ngoBa ngiyazi ukuthi ezandleni zami unokwephe-
phela.'·' 

"Yilokho-nje kuphela okwenza ukuBa uthande ukuBa
kuBe nguwena oyiphekezelayo, nokuBa uhlaBeke uma

' inkosikazi yenkosi izohamba nami na?" Ku Buza uMa-
lambule. 

Lathi iphoyisa, -
"Qha, akuyilokho kuphela, kukhona okunye.'' 
"Lokho okunye kuyini?" Ku Buza uMalambule. 
"Sengikhathele ukuseBenza, umvuzo wakqo nginga-

wu6oni. Ngifuna ukugoduka ngiyoBona inkosi." Ku�ho
iphoyisa. 

"N giyezwa", kusho uMalambule. 
"Ngokuhamba kwami ngiphekezela inkosikazi lena,

Besengitho)e ithuBa lokuBa ngiBonane nenkos-i uDinizulu.
Ngiyafika khona sengizakhela esami isizathu sokuBa
nginga6

°

uyi nxa sengike ngafika-nje eMahlaBathini."
Kusho iphoyisa. 

"Yini oyijahe kangaka enkosini?" 
"IzindaBa inkosi ziyimele ka6i kakhulu. Kodwa yona

ayiqondi. Kodwa ngaphandle kokuBa ngikutshele
mf'ana, kuhle ngikufungise ukuthi awunakutshela muntu
loluda6a." Kusho iphoyisa. 

Nempela wafunga uMalambu\e, wathi: 
"Ngifunga udadewethu uNtombenhle." 
Wathi uqedile uMalambule ngokufunga udadewaBo.

Kodwa iphoyisa iathi: 
"Qha angikholwa yilokhokufunga, kuhle ufunge nga-

madlozi akini.'' 
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Wavuma uMalambule wathi: 
"Ngifunga a6aphansi." 
Laye li6uya lithulula ugwayi iphoyisa libema, liwukha 

ngentshengula. Lakhuluma lathi: 
"Inkosi a6elungu se6ey-ivimbezele. Futhi angi6oni 

ukuthi izophuma kanjani. Kuthiwa yiyona esemuva 
kwalo lonke loluthuli lwempi yamakhanda sekuze lonke 
izwe lilwe nom6us0 wamaNgisi-nje. Inkosikazi kaBa­
mbatha · yiyona ekhiphe u6ufakazi o6uzoY.imela ka6i 
inkosi." 

"Ha wu uthini 6a6a na?" 
"Sengishilo - - uqofio lwayo inkosikazi." 
"Kanj ani; lokhu ngumuntu wesif azane na? ", 
Lahleka iphoyisa· lathi: 
"Ingani laphaya enkantolo wena uthe a6elungu. uya-

6azi? Kan ti uhlala na6o-nje 6e6engakufundisi yini 
konke? Awazi ukuthi isifazane lesi ku6elungu yisona 
m6ophisa6antu? E6andla nasesigcawini sako6elungu 
umuntu wesifazane uyangena. �na akuthele ngo­
mlotha emehlweni-- Cetshwayo ! Nanguke uSiyekiwe 
usesithele sonke singamadoda-nje, wasithela ngomlotha. 
Siyowuthintitha kanjani?" 

"Ngu6ani uSiyekiwe?" Ku5uza uMalambule. 
"USiyekiwe -yiyo inkosikazi kaMancinza lena engi-

khuluma ngayo."· 
"Isithele kanj ani ngomlotha na?" 
"Ilapha-nJe izokwenzani? Iqhamukaphi 1" Ku Buza 

iphoyisa. 
"Angazi." Kusho uMalambule. 
"Nalokho awukwazi? Uqhamukaphi lo?" Ku6a6aza 

iphoyisa. 
"Qha impela angazi."· 
.Lathi lithatha iphoyisa lathi: 
"USiyekiwe Iona kuthe inkosi, uDinizulu esavakashele 

eMgungudlovu, yena S(1ekiwe ecashiswe khona oSuthu, 
uBambatha esalwa na6elungu kanye namanye a.ma­
qhawe, weqa uSiyekiwe waqonda kuSandasi wazi6ika 
ukuthi ungu6ani. Wa6uzwa ukuthi uqhamukaphi. 
Yena w'athi uqhamuka oSuthu. £ethuka a6elungu, 
inda6a kaSiyekiwe a6ayikholwanga ngo6a uina yena 
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eqhamuka oSuthu kufanele achaze ukuthi ungene
kanjani oSuthu .. 

"Pho umuntu · wesifazane engazi . Iutho wachaza
konke ukuthi kwathi emva koku6a uBambatha ahlas�le
eMpanza noku6a amaphoyisa lapho eqala uku6a afune
ukum6amba, yena uBambatha naye uSiyekiwe na�3:­
ntwana Ia6a a6a6ili 6a6aleka 6aqonda oSuthu k1;1Dm1-
zulu. Ekufikeni kwakhe kwaZulu wemukelwa nJenge­
sikhulu nenkosikazi yaphathwa njengesigodlo. (?S_u

thu
wa6ona uMankulumane induna enkulu kaDm1zulu
kanye noMgwaqo enye futhi induna yenkosi. . . .

"OkaMancinza wamtshela uSiyekiwe ukuth1 IJ?.kos1
imthethisile ukuthi yini avumele a6elungu 6amphathe
ka6i noku6a uyigwala, kwakufanele alvye.. Wa6uza
yena wakoBambatha �kuthi angalwa kanJam na6elungu
na? 

"Inkosi yam6uza yathi: 
'Awuna6antu yini?' 
Yena: wathi, . 

• 

'fiayingcosane noma 6ekhona.' 
Inkosi yathi, 
"Noma 6eyingcosane kwakufaneleke ningqu_lan_e.

Uma uca6anga uthi impi yakwaZulu _ yasuka ��nJam ?_
Uca6anga ukuthi sayi6amba ngo6a s1phethe 1zmtelez1
zempi? Qha." 

"Yaqhu6eka inkosikazi kaMancinza ichaza, lapho
a6elungu se6ekhexe imilomo. . . 

"Into enkulu lomfazi usuke akh1phe amazw1 ngama­
zwi nje:ngo6a aphuma · emilonyeni yezinduna nowenkosi
uDinizulu. 

"Uca6anga ukuthini uma esesho namazwi ashiwo ngu­
' Mankulumane · laph·o wasukuma endlini wathl kuBa­

mbatha: 
'Asikhulumi lutho thina. Sikunika nangu umakhala­

na ( esho isibamu esimlomom6ili). Hamb a uye esiLu­
ngwini, uyoyihlomisa. Hamba noNgqengqengqe·nangu 
�iqonde kuChakijane. Nxa seniyihlomisile niyokhosela
eNkandla. Ningesa6i ukuthi impi isuswe ·yinina - -
qha ! Yithina esiyophendula leyo. 

"Uya6onake mfana, yimise6enzi yomuntu wesifaz::i,ne 
leyo. -wadedelwa �angena ·esigcawini samadoda ngo6a 
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ethenjwa kodwa namuhla kunjani? fionke aBethemba 
kakhulu umuntu wesifazane Bagcina ka6i. Lapho seku: 
dingeka a6eyisi_phephelo sakho, uya:hlamuka uhambe 
nomshungu we:zitha. Amaqhawe anikelwe yi6ona. 
Nang� phela, angimhle6i namuhla uDinizulu uyinyama 
ya6ez1zwe. Kade 6a6emhalela. Ngo6ufakazi Balo­
mf�z_i Bodw_a, ngisho 1:entaml:>o ingase imlengise. Yizo
lez1zmto ezmg_enza ng16azonde a6antu Besifazane. Ngi-
yo6azonda ngize ngife." -

L�sho njalo maqed� iphoyisa uMalambule wa6uye 
wah6uk_a ng?Ba, _manJe eseBona ,okuyiyonanto eyenze 
uku6a 1phoy1sa hmphathe kaBi. W ayesesola uMala­
mbule ukuthi iphoyisa leli Belizomenza ka6i endleleni 
uSiyekiwe, ku6e kancane lingam6ulalanga. Nakulokho 
uMalambule wafunda isifundo salaBo a6athanda isizwe 
sakuBo ngempela. Iphoyisa leli ·Jalingumuntu wesiBili 
elalingS'fu:r:i.i lutho ngisho nokuzwa nga6antu Besifazane. 
Ngesikhathi eseDumbe wa6ona uMaphulana naye wa­
xoxa okwakhe nga6antu Besifazane, nakhu namuhla 
uhlangana nephoyisa, nalo lixoxa okwalo nga6antu Besi­
fazane. 

Kwasekuqala ukuhwelela nemigwaqo yomuzi wase­
���ndlovana yayisimnyama. Emagqumeni kwakulokoza 
1mililwana ya6antu a6akhumule izinqola khona Belinde 
ukuBa kuse Bangene namafulaha ezinl�1ini nawokudla 
okuzothengiswa edolobeni. Eduzane-nje ngasempuma­
langa kwasenkantolo kwakukhona umfudlana 0hamba 
khona. Eduze kwawo kwakukhona isikwata sakhe 
khona a�atende aso �mhlophe, ·sihaya inkon_dlo yase­
�angwem. Wawuth1 uma ulalele uzwe-nje ukuthi 
IS16angene egazini seliya6ila, uzwe izigi a6antu 6eshava 
phansi 6esina ihlombe selikhuze phezulu. Uthuli .,;;a- 1 

wul_uBona lusuka phansi luBonakala ngemililo eyayi-
6as1we. 
. Wathi e�leli uMalambule wazizwa naye eseyivuma
mgoma yez1zwe, yamkhumbuza ukundindizela kwezulu 
lapho izinsizwa sezisina, wezwa seziyishayela · ama­
khwelo �al�kho k:wamkhumbuza umoya unkwela phezu 
kodwam namanz1 ehaza ehamba emimfuleni yakwa­

Zulu, owake wayiwela, njengoPhongolo neMfolozi;
waBona kude kwelakuBo imithi inteng,emula ih'amba' 
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nomoya amaqaSuga ayo elila eqhaqhazeliswa ·ngama-

khaza. 
Wazi6uza ukuthi ngalenkathi yena · e6alekele e1:'lg�­

ndlovana intomb.i yakhe uNomceBo yona nga6e 1ph1.

Waye6e esacaBange ng6Nomce6o nengom� 1esikwata

enzansi ngasemmfuleni nayo ku6e sengath1 1yak1:wel�
iphikisana nemica6ango yakhe. . w_ ezwa . amazw1_ ez1-
nsizwa ephuma esifuBeni sengath1 s1vulek1le wath1 nx3:
elalela wezwa kancane insizwa · eyayipheka ecalem

kwakhe nayo isivuma. Ingoma wayilalela _ yaze yam­

co6a ·amathambo yamngena emnkantshem, yahamba ·

negazi lakhe wonke umzimba. Wathi lapho esathule 

wezwa insizwa lena e6iziphekela ithi: 
"Wo - - - hhe! !" 
Waqala ukucaBanga ukuthi a6antu laBa aBafana no­

Maphulana nephoyisa aBazi lutho. Azip}le�el�nga
ku6ona ngo6a inkumbulo yomphefumulo lapho ms1zwa
ikade ikhumbule intombi yayo, ayinakulingariiswa na­
lutho. Umphefumulo kuBa sengathi uBoshiwe ngezi­
Bopho kodwa ufuna ukugqashula, awunakuphumula uze
ufike lapho lowo omthandayo ehleli khona. Uma wena­
ke wensizwa u6ulawa yimica6ango enjalo, kuyo6a
njanike kulenyontombi oziBophezele kuyo na? Akakho
owaziyo - - - nguNomkhuBulwane kuphela onga-
phendula lowomBuzo. 

Wathi ethuka· kanti iphoyisa kade lihambile, wali6ona
seli6uya nezingu6o zokulala ompisimpisi Ba11;aphoyisa
a6amnyarna a6anemishwe e6omvu. Lan��na h!andelw�
enye insizwa iphethe amathunga ama61h. Elmye lah­
phethe iphalishi lishisa elinye liphethe amahewu.
Wadla uMalambule waqeda lapho wendlala wazitshinga
phansi, walala. 

Ngesokusa wavuswa iminyuzi wakhonjiswa yona
umfana oseyibungu-nje eseyi6ophela. Naye wayi6o­
phela waqede maqede kwafika unongqayi omhlophe
wamnika izincwadi ayofika azinike enkantolo eMahla-
Batbini. 

Esakhuluma nonongqayi kwa6e kukhwela enqoleni
aBesifazane a6a6ili netombazanyana. Umfana · a6a6e­
hamba naye wakhwela kamuva yena. 
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· Wa�ithatha isiswebu uMalambule .wathi esayamengoth1 lokushayela lafika iphoyisa leli a5ekhuluma nalongayizolo lazoxhawula lathi: 
�'Uhambe kahle mfana, indlela enhle, angi5uyangang1saku6uza nagama lakho izolo ukuthi ungowaphi"Wathi uMalambule, "NginguMalambule, usale kahle, 5a5a."Lathi iphoyisa, 
"Nampa a5antu a6a5ili ozohamba na6o 5akusize.£ahlomile uhambe ungesa5i lutho."Wathi uMalambule:
"Ngiya5onga." 

. Saqhuma isiswel:}u yasuka iminyuzi kwa5a sengathi1beka ngomgwaqo wak\\-'.aMaphumulo oqonde kwa­Dukuza. Ya�hi lapho isidundu6ele ezi5omvini ezinga­phesheya yaJ1ka yathatha umgwaqo osesandleni so6u­nxele, kwathi Iona oya kwaDukuza Ba wunika esokupho­nsa. Y athunqa iminyuzi lokhu nenqola igcwele ama­saka . o�udla i�amba ngokunyelela ayigenqezeli.Kwath1 Ilanga sehphumile lapho seliqala ukufudumalauThukela 5a5elu5ukela njenganjeya. Kuthe emini 5a­gumula Badedela iminyuzi yadla njengo6a yaseyijulukilenamaphango ayo ese5ohlile. Ngalenkathi wathola isi­khathi soku5a akakhulume nenkosikazi kaMancinzana5a�twana. Izi�sizwa Iezi ezimbili nebungu elali5a­mba mt�mbo yez1mbongolo wayekade exoxa-nje na6oendlelem, kodwa engazange akhulume lutho noSiyekiwena5anta5akhe. 
'Yathi la�ho em5uka wam6ona ukuthi yink�sikazi:Ves1phakany1swa ngempela. Ugazi lukaSiyekiwe Iwa­luzothile lunesithunzi. Nenhloko yakhe yayicwalwekahle, �namehlo �mancane afihlwe yizindindi eziphake­me nes1mongo es1phumelele. Izwi lakhe Ialilincane, ku­ngeye!la umuntu owayethanda ukukhuluma. Kwaku­ng�th1 kukho_na njalo ifu adukuza ngaphansi kwalo;lehfu sengath1 elomnyama othize kodwa engalazi ukuthingelani. 
Ng�si�hathi Besuka eMgundlovana impi yaseMomeyaseyilw1le. Kwakwaziwa ukU:thi isilwile a6antu 6a­qot�ulwa; kodwa kwakudume ukuthi uBambatha· nezmduna zakhe u6aleke wangena eNkandla. _Iqiniso
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ukuthi okaMancinza wayekade waziphumulela. Idlozi
lakhe yilo leli elaligu6uzele uSiyekiwe ngomnyama
owayengazi ukuthi ngowani. Intela yekhanda kuyena
yayingasakhulunywa kuphela wayesehlenga la6o a5a­
salwa nayo e5uka la6o a5asina ngethambo lakhe.

W asondelake uMalambule wayi5ingelela inkosikazi
wathi:

"Saku5ona mame, selo_khu ukhwelile angiku5ingele­
langa, :ngi5uze nokuthi uqondephi."

"Ye5o saku6ona, mntanami." Kusho uSiyekiwe. .
Noma uSiyekiwe wayengemdala kangango5a ?,thi

kuMalambule "mntanami", kodwa umthetho wakithi
kwaZulu uthi, nxa umuntu wesifazane esegcagcile,
ngalo lelolanga uthatha isinyathelo so6udala azi5ize
athi: "mame." Kwelempucuko unga5e usumthukile owe­
sifazane ngisho • eseqala imixhili5a uma uthe. kuye
'.'mame". Saku/'Jona saku/'Jeletha kwelempucuko!

Wakhuluma uMalambule wathi:
"Uyokwehlaphi?" 
"Angazi mntanami, kodwa ngiqonde ekihaya kithi

eMpanza. Umgwaqo sengikude nawo kodwa sengizo­
phambuka khona lapha ngiqonde kulawayamagquma.
Ngiyolala khona komalume ngizwe nezinda5a zendoda
yami ngo6a umphefumulo wami• awuphumule ngay'e.
Amaphupho ami ayangiyaluzisa selokhu ngaya eMgu­
ndlovana ngiyiswa a6elungu 5angi6uza izinto ezithile."

"Zintozini lezi a5aku5uza zona esezikuhlupha namu-
hla mame na ?" Kusho uMalambule. ' 

"Mntanami, unga6aqonda yini a5elungu. Ngingaka­
nje angizange ngime esigcawini ngithethe icala; kodwa
namuhla sengathi ngizophendula o'kuningi ngendoda 
Yami. Ngangithi ngiyayisindisa ngokutshela a5elungu
ukuthi akuyona. esuse loludw.eshu lwemali yamakhanda
kanti sengichaka igama lenkosi uDin_izulu. Manje ·se­
ngathi kuzo5anjwa indoda yami nenkosi uDinizulu
noChakijane na5anye esiLungwini."

"Ukuzwephi lokho mame na?"
Wathi owesifazane:
"Ngiphuma 'e�gungundlovu lapho kwathi emuvakoku6a ngikhulume konke engikwaziyo nga5onana

namadoda a.thil� ase5enza khona komkhulu, angisola ·
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kakhulu, ngendlela engikhulume ngayo. Kwathi sengi­
zohanjiswa ngilethwe lapha eMgundloyana ngezwa se-

. kuthiwa onongqayi se6ephumile ukuyo6amba inkosi. 
Uma inkosi i6anjwa noMankulumana uzo6anjwa ne­
ndoda yami futhi i6anjwe - - mina ngisale ngenze­
njani?" 

Washo lawamazwi maqede kwehla izinyembezi za6a 
ying-cozane, wathatha ichopho letshali owayeligqokile, 
wesula lezozinyembezi wathula: 

. UMalambule wathi: 
· ':Qha ungazihluphi kangako ngo6a uHulumeni anga­
ku6onelela."

"Angazi mntanami, ngo6a eMg4ngundlovu 6engithi 
leyondoda enguHulumeni ngiyokhonjiswa yona, kodwa 
angiza:nge ngiyi6one. Uma ngingayi6onanga ngize ngi­
lethwe ngezinda6a ezinkulu zokusiza yena uHulumeni 
lowo, pho, angavela angi6one kanjani uma sengize nge­
zinhlupheko zami, zona zingamthinti nokuthiqhil<i na ?" 

"Uqinisile lapho mame." 
Washo lawamazwi uSiyekiwe noMalambule wa-ca-

6anga ngo6a waye6alekile eMpanza kuyothathwa izi- ' 
bamu ngo6a ezosiza a6elungu; kodwa namuhla umuntu 
wesifazane o6asize ngaloluhlo6o aku6onakali ndawo 
ukuthi usizo uzolutho1a. Naye wa6ona ukuthi use6enza 
umse6enzi wezinhlanga ezimuka nomoya. Uku6uyela 
kwa6aku6o kwakunzima ngo6a wayenga6ulawa wa-

. , 

yenJengomhl1J.6uki. Phambi kwakhe futhi uSiyekiwe 
wayenjengomhlu6uki, noma yena engazi kodwa uma 
��we lakwaZulu like lamla6ala6ela; lalingamqed.ela 

· knona. lapho. Ngakhoke uMaiambule wathi kuye:
"Nami nginjengawe-nje. A6akithi 6angangi6ona

ngi6ulawe noma nginga6aphi ngo6a nganqa6a ukuyo-
gqekeza esitolo eMpanza.' 1 

_ 

· · 

"Usho eMpanza lap ha kwesakwaZondi na?" 
"Ngisho sona e6esi6uswa yinkosi okaMancinza." 
Wathi uSiyekiwe, 
"Yisitolo sakithi leso. Noma kwethu kukude ngempela 

nalapho . . U:thi. nxa usesitolo _uBuke enu>umalanga �zi­
wem. K1th1ke kungale kwez1wa lezo. Njengo6a s1Ia­
pha-nje ngikhomba ngithi." 

Washo ekhomba ngasentshonalanga. 
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Wayesethi uMalambule uzothat}la omunye wezinsi-
zwa lezi ahaml;>a. nazo, imphekezele uSiyekiwe, kuthi
emva kwesonto 6a6uye 6ahlangane khona kuyo leyonda­
wo ngo6a naye waye nomyalezo woku6a uyiswe kuyise
nonina naku6afowa6o. 

Wa6onga uSiyekiwe wathi: 
'INalapho wathi unga6e uyangisiza kakhulu, sengi­

hiupheke ngempela selokhu kwaqala lokhukulwa." 
' Wasuka lapho uMalambule waqonda kwenye yalezi­
zinsizwa wayitshela into okufanele iyenze. · Wayiyalela
nangomuzi waku6o okufanele iye ifike kuwo kuthi emva
kwesonto ifike irrilinde, kulendawo lapho 6ehh,ikanele
khona. UMalambule wayitshela insizwa lena ukuthi
kufanele, ikhulume noyise imchazele ukuthi use6enzani,
nokuthi uyesa6a uku6a anga6uyela ekhaya ngo6a a6a­
ntu 6angam6ulala. Usezimisele ukufuna indawo ei,i­
Lungwini ahlale khona ngokukhululeka. Uma a6afo­
wa6o Ba6uya nayo intombi yakhe kuhle 6ayilethe kuye
ayithathe. Uma 6engakafiki noma 6afela ekuhambeni
Baze 6amtshele. Kodwa uma 6efika · nayo 6.aze · 6ayile­
the kuye eMgundlovana emaphoyiseni. Ngala�azwi 
wavalelisa uMalambule, enstzweni nakuSiyekiwe, wa-
Bophela wahamba. _. 

Endleleni inda6a kaBambatha yayixoxwa yonke 
indawo emizini a6adlula kuyo, 6onke 6em6onga u6u­
qhawe 6akhe nokuthi kunoku6a akhothamele umlungu
wa6aleka wangena eNkandla. KwaZulu kwakungase­
kho ukulw·a na6elungu kwasekukhona u6uxokoxoko 
Bezinkulumo eziphikisanayo ikakhulu ngo6a kwase ku­
zwakele nokuthi izinda6a zitnbi oSuthli. Inkosi itha­
thws nga6elpngu kwath5wa mayikhiphe uBambatha no-
Cnakij ane. 

Kwezwakala nokuthi uBambatha akakaphumi ehla­
thini ugweve khona noChakijane sewa6aleka waqonda 
efiuthonga · ngasePutukezi. 

Wahamba Belala 6evuka 6aye Badlula eNtonjaneni 
Bawela iMfolozi 6eqonde oLundi, 6ehambe 6e6ona ama­
zala empi lapho yayikade i6ambene khona eyakwa­
Zulu kuCetshwayo, 6akhwela igquma elikhuphukela 
eMahla6athini, Bafika Baphumula. Inqola Bayethula 
ekamu lakhona. Kulendawo uMalambule wahlanga6e-
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zana noSandasi. owl1¥emuzwa ngenda6a kuthiwa ungu­
mzingeli omkhulu, a6antu se6amnika negama lokuthi 
uMashiqela, esenezi6ongo nokwenza: 

"Uphondo lwenkulumana." 

'. Esekhuluma na6antu ekamu wazi6onela naye ukuthi 
amandla akwaZulu noma Bese kungathi ayavuka, ase­
fike ekugcineni kuDinizulu nasemaqhaweni anjengo­
Bambatha kaMancinza. Wa6ona uMalambule ukuthj 
oBambatha _lafia yi6ona magcino endlu yamaqhawe 
kaZulu. eyayizalwe ngezimbemba zomkhonto, ezinku­
ndleni zegazi. Wezwa· igazi kuyena li6ila ngo6a engazi 
into owayengayenza. Okunye futhi inhliziyo yakhe 
imudla ngo6a kwathi enethu6a · 1oku6a akhombise u6u­
qhawe Bakhe eMpanza wa6aleka ingani wayehamba 
namaqhawe anjengoMdlampisi. Kodwa lawomaqhawe 
ng,alelolanga ayephi na? Wayazi ukuthi eMome asha­
ywa abuqwa yizinhlamvu za6elungu. Kodwa afela 
iqiniso ngo6a afela umhla6athi waku6o no6uzwe, na6a­
fazi Bawo, na6anta6awo. 

Yikuphi · okunye okudlula uku6a ufele umhla6athi 
wakini; ufele isifazane sakini uma -sino6untu ematha­
njeni · aso; ufele a6antwana Bohlanga? Nxa usufile 
Bayoz\ftt ngawe, kuxoxwa ngisho phezu kwezinkamba, 
nasezincwadini zenhlakanipho namuhla. UBani onga­
mazi uBambatha kaMancinza? 

"Amagcino kaZulu, 
USiphundu kawu!Joni, 
Uku!Ja wawu!Jona siphundu. 
N ga!Je kwa!Ja!ek' a!Jaf azi. 

U!Juso !Jenkwazi 
Ukuphenduka kwayo, 
Ladum'izu!u ?" 

Uma lusekhona uhlanga lukaZulu, naye okaMancinza 
uyo6akhona phakathi kwalo, kukhulunywa ngaye nxa 
sekuphathwa amaqhawe. 

Lemizwa uMalambule wayizwa yamngena �nhliziywe­
ni uku6a kanti isizwe sithandwa kangaka nga6antu 
BakwaZulu noma 6e6odwa, noma $e6abungukela kuBe-
lungu. 
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I SAHLUKO XIII . 

Ukufika kwakhe ekhaya uSiyekiwe wafika a6aku6o 
6amangala. £am6uza ukuthi uvelaphi. Wap�endula 
ukuthi uvela eMgungundlovu. £amangala ukut!11 eMgu: ngundlovu wayelandeni lokhu Bona 6a6az1 �kuth1 
ukwaZulu lapho aphuma eqonde khona nenkos1 uBa­
mbatha · kodwa a6adala a6athandanga ukumhlukume­
za ngerr'iiBuzo Bakhombisa sengathi 6anelisiwe nguku­
chaza kwakh; kodwa Bafela.phakathi. Naye uSiyekiwe 
akamangalanga uma engezwa zinda6a: ezinkulu nge­
ndoda yakhe ngo6a ukuphuma kwakhe esizwE;Di sakwa­
Zondi kwa6aku6i. UBambatha wayexoshwa ngumfo­
wa6o uFunizwe ehlangene noMagwa6a5a ngemuva 
kwa5o kuhleli a5elungu. 

Inda5a yokulwa kwaseNgome a5antu kayizange i6a­
khanyele ngo5a ku5o Bonke a5a_wayo am�gama a5o
siyawazi; kodwa nxa seku5alwa s1zwa kuth1wa kwawa 
oMavukuthu owaye5usa eMsinga ezwana kakhulu no­
Mehlokazulu. Notisha Bezikole a5a5efundisiwe impela 
okuyi6ona 5a5ehlangene noBambatha khona k\�ase: Mpanza, uPawula noMozisi. Izi5ongo za5o kas1zaz1 
kahle. 

Akusimangalisi lokhu tiku5a a5antu BakwaZulu 
6angakhiphi ingqikithi yenda5a yenk�si. ya5o n�o5� 
ukufa komuntu omkhulu kuyimfihlo nJalo kwelak1th1. 
Kwakungengqala yokufa kwenkosi kwaZulu, ngo5a 
a5antu 6akhuluma ngo-kunjalo ngethambo 1ikaSenza­
ngakhona mhla ku6anga uCetshwayo· noMBuyazi eNdo­
ndakusuka. Wafa maqede uMBuyazi Badlula Baqinisa 
Bathi njalonjalo Bathi uM5uyazi akafa:1ga usekhona 
ufihlwe ngamaNgisi uku5a kugoduke �y1se qede_ a�ale
eBeka yena a5e yinkosi yakwaZul_u es1khun_dl_em s1ka­
Mpande. Nezikhulu zonke zakwaZulu zaqm1sa zago­
niela zithi uMBuyazi ufihlwe ·nga5elungu. 

NakokaMancinza kwahlale kushiwo kuthiwa wa5a­
leka wangena eNkandla, ingachazwa inda5a yakhe 
Ukuthi eMome wa5al�ka wacasha nawo5ani. K�njaloke 
asimangal� uma uSiyekiwe namanye a�ak�?sik�zf akhe
UBambatha sihlangana nawo engaz1gund1le 1zmwele 
ephuca namakhanda. Ayeyilokhu ebeke njalo uku5uya 
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kwenkosi, kuze ku6e namuhla asizwa nokuthi �madlozi 
�Bo asa6uyiswa yini eNkandla. 

Izwe lisaphethwe yiwo lowomnyama wentela yama­
khanda kungakaziwa a6athelileyo na6angakatheli kwe­
zwakala ukuthi in�osi _ uDinizulu i6anjiwe. Uku6anjwa 
k":akhe _kwa6a y1mf1hlo ku6antu a6aningi ikakhulu 
eS1lun�wmi •1apho inin�i . lezinduna neziphakanyiswa,
kwa�h_1 ·ukuzwa · kwalo 1s1memezelo sentela lathumela 
kuDm1zulu ukuthi _kuzo kwenziwanf. Impendulo ya6uya 
ng_okushesha kwath_iwa uthi okaNda6a: "Leyomali
e?1z_w_a nguHulumem ku6afana akusiyo e6izwa ku6ani­
mm1z1 a6�thela imali minyaka yonke; kodwa i6izwa ku­
Bafan� _kuphela. A6aninimizi ma6akhumbule 6aqbnde 
u�uth1 1_mva?1a ya6afana a6asayiyisi .imali koyise, se6e­
�1dlela �m�h ya6o. Ngakhoke uHulumeni wenze kahle 
ukuthehsa a6afana." Kuthiwake uDinizulu wakhipha 
�hlamvu lukampondwe walunika inceku yakhe uku13a 
1yomthel.ela, uku6a a6onise ukuthi akalwi nemali yama­
khanda. 

Kuthe noma 6onke 6e6uya nezwi elivela kumNtwana 
ukuthi imali mayithel_we kodwa a6antu Bangadela 
kahle Bakhoponda, 6az1qambela eza6o izinkulumo eza­
vumelfna namakhanda a6o 11ezazingafaka inkosi enku­
lumem. £akhona a6a6ekwenza lokhu ngesi6omu. 

Naseku6anjweni kwayo inkosi akuzwakali ukuthi 
ukhona umsindo owake wa6akhona, wasukela pheiulu 
waya natro a6elungu la6o kwaNongoma enkantolo .• 
Kwaseku6a ngukufioshwa kwakhe njalo. Icala alithe­
thelwangwa kwaNongoma, lathethelwa eMgungundlo­
vana enkund�eni kaBambatha wakwaZondi. A6akwa­
Zulu noma mda6a )'.'Oku6oshwa kwenkosi yayinga6o 
kodwa la6o a6a6ey1thanda ngezinhliziyo Bagcwala 
?angangezihla6athi z·olwandle. Ra.6ephuma kuyo yonke 
mdawo Be_zolal�la an:iaz':l'i enkosi �yayiphendula ngawo, 
nokuzwa 1cala mkos1 e6ekwa Iona. 

Khona �hambi koku6anjwa kwayo inkosi ya6ona
um�langamso wapia6utho amhlophe ngakwaNongoma,
nanJe:r:igo6a yayrnamehlo nezindle6e zayo ya6ona
ukuth1 . kukhona okukhona. Ngakhoke yathumela
amazw1 emantshini yakwaN ongoma yathi: 
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"Ngizwa kuthiwa uHulumeni uqon_de uku6a angizume
angithathe emzini wami, ngaphambi kukaKhisimusi.
Lento angiyiqondi ukuthi ithini, futhi_ ngithanda ukwazi.
ukuthi iyiqiniso yini, njengo6a ngingazi isono mina engi-
senzileyo. . 

· 

Uma uHulumeni eca6anga ukuthi ngonile yini pho
ngingathethiswa -icala ngijeziswe uma icala lingilahla
ngihla wule na? Kuyangimangalisa futhi ukuzwa ukuthi
nenkantolo yakwaNongoma isigcwele ama6utho. Ku­
kanise amaphoyisa kuwo wonke amacala. Ngokwami
ukwazi akukho into eyonakele kulesisifunda. Lapho
konakele khona kusesifundeni saseNkandla, noma ku­
nj alo anginanda6a nokwehlakala lapho; owami umqo­
ndo owokuthi zonke lezizigiga6a za6antu a6a6ulawayo
lapho, ingenxa kaHulumeni, ngo6a ethathe izinkomo�
za6ashoko6ezi wazinika a6anye a6antu kuso lesisifunda, 
npkuthi a6anini 6alezizinkomo kuthi ma6afe uma 6e6ona
lezizinkomo sezisez,endleni za6anye a6antu." 

Lakhuluma kanjaloke izinyane lenkosi. NoHulumeni
uqo6o wayesezwile ngoku6ulawa kwawoTshikana, no­
Mnqandi, noGence kwelaseMahla6athini. · Futhi kwa­
Buye kwa6ula wa uSishishili, inda6a yakhe yezwakala
kude naseduze. Izinda6a zase zigcwele-nje, umhla6a
wonke zihamba na6asiki 6e6unda namahemuhemu.
Lowo o6one unongqayi eshona ngasemzini wendoda
wayesuke azakhele indaBa yakhe athi, 

"Wo, sekupheliwe koSo6ani6ani." 
Nalowo o6one amasosha efolile a6esethi, •
"Wo, ngizwe izirihlamvu seziqhuma ko6ani6ani, ngi­

khuluma-nje 6ayambelwa", esho ezikhulumela. 
Kanjaloke kuthe noma inkosi uDinizulu e6iza -izinsi­

zwa ukuzohlakula amasimu akhe, njengo6a phela ku­
ngumthetho uku6a kwenziwa· njalo yonke iminyaka
ehlo6o, kwasuka a6anamehlo nemilomo yokuqaphuza 
Baya ku6elurigu 5athi, impela . uDiriizulu uyahloma: 
Nangelanga mhla kaSeptember 30, 1907, kudlula
ungqovela uFairlie edlula oSuth-u ehlola ukuthi akukho
lutho yini olungaye _ngandlela oSuthu, a6antu Bakho­
i:nbisa ukuxwaya okungavamile. Yini Baxwaye? Kwa­
kuqala uku6a 6a6one inkosi ingenelwa ingazange
iBikezelelwe. 
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Na6elungu 6aku6ona lokhokuxwaya, 6a6uza ku6asiki 
6e6unda namahemuhemu, kodwa ngo6a 6azi ukuthi 
lento izomisa ka6i inkosi �aphendule 6athi: 

"A6antu la6a 6e6ebeke noma yini, · 6ese kusuka 
uthuthuva ngo6a noma ni6one ingcosane-p.je emzini we­
nkosi, 6ekulele isikhonyane ngaphandle odongeni." ' 
Hhayi a Bantu a6amnyama ! 

Khona lapho 6�lu kwa6akhona nala6o ese6eya ema­
ntshini 6eyothi inkosi kade inyangwa ilungiselelwa impi, 
6ekulethwe inyanga yaseMampondweni neyasoSuthu, 
nokuthi futhi kade kwenziwa imikhosi efana naleyaya 
yezikhathi zikaShaka. fiakhona a6elungu a6a6ezwana 
noDinizulu njengoMashiqela; "Uphondo lwenkulumana",
-nomunye iBunu laseFilidi uMeya, na6o 6aqinisa 6athi 
uDinizulu kalwi noHulumeni. 

Kwakuyizikhathi ezinjenake lapho uMalambule 
wafika eMahla6athini nenqola yemiPyuzi, wafika wayi­
gumula. · Ukuhlala kwakhe engakezwa ukuthi u6uyela 
emuva noma qha, wazejwayeza na6antu la6a a6ahamba 

· namasosha wezwa. okuningi ku6ona. Wezwa ngoku-
6oshwa kwenkosi inhliziyo yakhe yahla6eka kakhulu
kodwa wangazi ukuthi angenza njani. E6usuku waye­
ngala·Ii noma a6anye 6elele, yena wayeca6anga ukuthi
uzokwenzenj ani.

Okwalesosikhathi wayesamkhohliwe uN omce6o inhli­
ziyo yakhe ithathene nezom6uso nokuthi ·yena uyindoda
okufanel.e yenze utho ezintweni ezinjena. Kodwa uku6a
kuze kwenziwe utho kufanele okokuqala Bona a6antu
a6amnyama 6ahlangane, 6ezwane ngomqondo wezinto
zo6u�we noma 6engavumelani kokuningi kwemizi nezi­
funda. Okunye yilokhu uku6a tiMalambule wayazi
ukuthi kulezozikhathi iliawu nomkhonto, newis·a, konke 
lokhu akusasiz-i lutho nxa kubekene nezibamu lokhuku-
6ona kwakhe okwakunga6akhanyeli a6anye a6ani.nya­
ma, kwenza uku6a ukufa yena aku6one kuseduz� 
phambi kwesibamu, noma kuthiwa zikhona izintelez1
zempi. War�; ukuthi inhlamv:u inge.ke iphambuke
lapho ikhonjwe khona noma kuthiwa izintelezi zona zi­
ngayiphambukisa. Lokhuku6ona kwakhe kwamxosha
naseMpanza wa6aleka washiya ezinye izinsizwa.

• 

0 
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Kwasa ng·elinye ilanga kwezwakala ukuthi a6asadi­
ngeki kangako ngo6a impi iphelile noma uBambatha 
esacashe eNkandla .. fiaholelwa, 6achitheka. UMala­
mbul.e wafikelwa umqondo wa6amunye, wokugoduka 
ahambe ayolalela inda6a yenkosi nokuthethwa kwecala 
layo. Okwesi6ili ukuyodlula emzini lapho inkosikazi 
kaMancinza yakhe khona uku6a a6one ukuthi yafika 
kahle yini ekhaya na. 

Nempela kwa6anjalo wahlangana na6anye, zesuka. 
Endleleni lapha kwakukhulunywa ngamaqhawe ka­
Bambatha ahamba oChakijane, noNjombololo, amaqha­
we ahamba oMhlola kaJikajika wakwaNgo6ese, nawo­
Mahambanendlwana. Kodwa ukuxoxa kwa6o 6onke 
la6a6antu a6a6ephindela emakhaya · iningi liqonde 
eMgundlovana lalingaphumeseli ukuthi lawamaqhawe 
Baxoxa ngawo-nje ngo6a 6ewa6a6aza u6uqhawe noma 
Baxoxa inganekwane-nje. £a6ehamba-nje 6esa6ana 
ngo6a izwe lase ligcwele izinhloli, omantshingeyana 
okwakungathi wena uzikhulumela kanti njalo usuwonile. 
Ikakhulu yena uMalambule Iona 6a6emesa6a uqo6o, 
kuthi nxa enga6oni 6amkhombe ngenjumbane, a6anye 
Bamuthi ngxi ngeso 6ese imilomo-jvaleka. £a6engamazi 
ikakhulu 6a6emesa6ela ukuthi ufike nenqola yakwaHu­
lumeni. Uma e11.gathenjiwe kwaHulumeni u6engeke 
anikez.wa inqola ayishayele. 

Naye uMalambule kwakungemuntu okhulumayo nje­
ngo6a wayengakujwayele. Kuthe lapha ilanga seliyo­
shona oonke 6akhetha izindawo zokulala, kwa6aswa 
Umlilo kosiwa inyama, kwadliwa. Yilenkathi lapho 
uMalambule wamkhumbula uNomce6o ngo6a ezwa 
izinsizwa ezinye zixoxa izintombi zazo. Walalela eng-a­
lalele umqondo wakhe utp.intekile enye insizwa yaze 
Yathi: 

"Awusho nawe wethu, walokhu uthule-nje awuqonyi­
We yini?" 

Wathi uMalambule: 
. "Qha ngisalalele kuxoxwa ngizwa kumnandi ngi6eke 
Indle6e. Eyami inda6a injengenganekwane." 

"Hhawu uthini wethu na?" Kusho omunye. 
"Ake sithule. Thatha wethu ngo6a izinganekwane 

Zothando ziya6uletha u6uthongo ngisho umuntu e6e-
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n_galele. �z.e alale. Nesishimane sizwa sesithwele iqholo 
s�lalele 1z1_nda6a zamasoka. Kuthi ngokulalela kwaso 
s1hambe �1yoxoxela ezinye ukuthi ekuthinithini sasiqo­
nywe _ka?,Je n�kanj�, intombi yaso inje nakanje." Kusho 
enye ms1zwa 1gudhsele. • 

Wathi uMalambule: 
"Eh�e zinj�Io izishimane. K;odwake mina anginjalo. 

U6�sh1mane mto ekude nami. A6anye. 6athi 6ezelula 
ngo6usoka 6a6o kanti 6asukela izinfombi ezigudle 
uthango lwaku6o. Ezakude emaphandleni ku6e 6esa6a 
ukuyozisukela 6azeshele." 

. "Uqinisile wethu kunjalo", kusho enye irisizwa eya­
y1lalele. 

"E�he ,,ngiqinisile · ngo6a noku6a lapha kwami-nje
kunz1ma. Uthe uku6a asho njalo uMalambule za­
x:waya ngokunye izinsi�wa, zam6ukisisa ngo6a 6ezivele 
z1msola µkuth� nga6e uyinhloli. 

Yathi enye insizwa: "Ngithenike kinina, nina nangi­
phikisa ?" 

"Kan ti ngempela uyinhloli yini Malambule?" Kusho 
ishinga Iensizwa. 

' · 

·wathi uMalambu1e: • 
"Qha." 

"Pho?" Ku6uza yon a 6elu insizwa. 
·i "Ngi�hendula a·mazwi enu. Kacle nginizwa Jonke
1 �nga m�oxa ngoChakijane kaGezindaka iqhawe lakwa­
S1thole, mkhuluma nangoBambatha kaMancinza wakwa­
Zon�i, na�goSigananda. Mina 6onke Ia6a ngiya6azi. 
Ang16azeh _ nga6elungu ngi6azela enkundleni yakithi, 
emaC�u6em, nakwelakwaZondi. Nezi6ongo za6o ngi­
yazaz1. Lapho kuhlaselwa eMpanza ngangikhona, angi­
z;wanga ngenda6a, ngazi6ukela mina ngamehlo ami." 

Uthe esathi uyaqhu6a izinsfzwa, nezazilalele zihlalele 
kude z�sondela ukuze zizizwele ngezindle'6e. Yathi enye 
uku6a 1zwe inda6a yaseMpanza: 

"Hh�wu suka, wethu, sengiyakwazi manje. Nguwena 
Iona okuxoxwa ngawe ukuthi kwathi nxa sekuzogqeke­
zwa w_angenwa yitwetwe wa6aleka? Impela nguwe 
ng�6a mdaB_a _ yakh� sayizwa. Thinake sayi6amba." 

Nxa semy16amb1le kwa6anjani?" Ku6uza uMala­
mbule. 
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"Akwanda6a zalutho." 
"Uqinisile ngo6a na�genela isitolo somlungu nathi 

niphuza ugologo nazintantisa ngophalafini, nagq6ka 
nandulula phansi - - kwanga6anda6a zalutho. Pho 
namhla lapha phakathi kwethu ufunani lokhu wena 
uzi6iza uthi ungumshoko6ezi na?" Wa6uza uMa:Iambule 
eng:ayibeki lensizwa. akhuluma nayo. Ezinye izinsi�wa 
zazithule zilalele lenda6a eyisimanga, Kuthe uku6a 
a6one ukuthi insizwa ayiphenduli, wachwa6aza umlilo, 
wathi ukusuka izinhlansi, kwathi gqapm ilanga6i, 
wathi ukuvusa amehlo wa6ona amehlo ezinsizwa embe­
kile wayesethi kulensizwa: 

"A6ashoko6ezi 6aseNkandla namhlanje, ngikhulu�a­
nje. Mina nganyi6ilika ngahlu6uka · ngenxa yoku6a 
ngikhumbula amazwi akaSomsewu owawakhuluma esi­
gcawini kwaZulu wathi kuCetshwayo umlu\lgu Iona 
uyimbila emhlophe. Uma em6ulala ziyofika ezinye 
ziyofuna ithambo lakhe zilifune zize zilithole. Lento 
mina ngiyayazi, umlungu sengihlale naye _ink1:1.thi, nge­
mpela umlungu uyimbila." 

"Qha iyakhuluma lensizwa iyekeni madoda kuhle 
ukulalela la6o a6anemilomo eyehlukile kweyethu. Nga­
lokho siyafunda. Lomfo mina ngimuzwe eqhumisa·ulimi 
lwezilokazane, ng-ezw·a luphuma ngamakp.ala _ngathula. 
Y, awuhlalaphi na6elungu?" Kusho insizwa eyayikade 
1lalele eningini. · · . 

UMalambule naye wa6ona ukuthi qha, iningi liya 
ngaye, wathi: 

' · 
"Qha 6afowethu, ngise6en;ile phansi ei:ngodini yego1i 

le eBabatini. Ngihlale iminyaka khona. fiesike si6u­
lale umlungu · khona sithi inda6a ngeke yanukwa naku­
nukwa. Kodwa afike umlungu, asishayanise ngama­
_khanda, uzwe sesichakana sodwa se6uphelile u6uqha­
wuqhawu esithe sakha ifindo Ioku6ulala umlungu 
sasina6o. .6aningi engangise6enza na6o ngi6a6ona 
Beyolengiswa ngenxa yethambo elilodwa lembila 
emhlophe. 

"Hhawu uqinisile Iomntwana wa6antu madoda mla­
leleni. Nathi silapha-nje siyaphi? Iningi lethu liyaphi? 
Ingani siyolalela icala lenkosi uDinizulu okuthiwa ngu­
Yena ophehle lolukhuvethe lwemali yamakhanda?" 
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Kusho ikhehla elalilalele. La6uya lathi, "Nica6angaukuthi nga6elungu yini a Ba Barn be uCetshwayo? Qha,aku6ona a'Belungu, yithina ngemilomo nangezenzo zethu.Umlungu akanacala." Kus�b "ikhehla. 
Yathi enye insizwa: 
"Qha, masiQ.huBe ezezintombi. Wethu uthi ukewafika le kwelaseBabatini? Ngizwa kuthiwa laphokuxhaphake izintombi zezizwe ngezizwe. Ezinhlezinjengelanga liphuma, .ezimpofukazi, ezigqoka ama­sholokazi amnyama .naBomvu, namaduku osilika. Ku­thiwa zimehlo angaka, yisho wethu sizwe."

.Wasuka wahleka uMalambule wakhumbula izwi lika- ·Nomce6o lapha wathi kuye "Wena ungufJani-nje nempe­
l<i?" Wazi6ona eseseDumbe ezweni lezizwe lapho wakewaphathwa khona umkhuhlane, waze wathandwauNomceB . Waphuthaza ekhukhwini wezwa u6uhlalu1060 a6uthatha kuN omceBo Busekhona ekhukhwini eli­ngaphakathi. Wa6uye wahleka wathi kuBona:

"Ngomunye umhla6a lowo, nina niwuzwa ngendaBa,thina sivela khona. Ehhe, uqinisile uma ukhulumangalezozintombi. YeBo zikhona izintombi eBabatini.NeBabatini yiBabatini ngazo lezozintombi. Nxa wazi isaga sa6adala esithi 'ikhiwane elifJomvu linol'indeni',lezozintombi okhuluma ngazo ngamakhiwane, wethu.Intombi yami nguNomceBo; ngeyale eDumbe eduzenoPhongolo. Mhlawumbe namuhla isekhaya; mhlawu­mbe seyagana kumuKtu omunye; mhlawumbe seyafaiBulawa imikhonto ya6ashoko6ezi - - angazi. Kodwamhla ngiyeshelayo ngi6uya le eBabatini yathi kimina,
'Wena ungufJani-nje nempela?' Lelozwi langingena
emphefumulweni. langidla. Ngangivela eBabatini.Selokhu kwalesosikhathi ngilwa nomqondo wami ukuthi
yini intombi yakithi kwaZulu akulula ukuyehlulaisheshe ikuthande. Ukuyivumisa kungumzukuzuku,
umgwaqo wothando kwaZulu uyaqansa. Angikaze
ngiyi6one intombi esuka imthanda umuntu engajuluka­nga. EBabatini zonke izindlela ziyehlela, mfowethu."

"Hhawu usho njaJo wethu na ?" -Kusho omunye.
"Qha uqinisile mfana. Nathi sa6uya khona lapho."Kusho ikhehla elinye. Hhayi ngezintombi zakwaz;ulu !
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Zikhona ym1 eziyofika ·kuzo Mpandekekhona !" Lasho 
lathatha izinduku zalo layolala. 

Yathi lensizwa eyayi6uzile: 
"Thinake yilapho siya khona." 
Wathi uMalambule: . . . ,, 
"Hamba wethu amasango aya eBababm avuln1:7e. 
fiathula iningi 1a6ukana. Manje kwasekuhlw1le se: 

kumnyama, umlilo usu6o!11vu_. . fionke Bay_a n_gamathunz1
a6o Bazisonga ngompis1mp1s1 nangamaJaz1 amakhulu 
amnyama, a6anye Bazisonga ngeziphuku Basha 
u6uthongo. . • y·5 Ukusa kwaziwa yi6ona Baymgena mdlela. 1 _o
la6aya Beqonde kwaNtunjambili, Bedlula. fiaqala manJe 
ukuhlungeka a6anye se6eqonde emakhaya ·a6o 3:B�nye 
6eqhu6eke1a phambili ngo6a Beqonde u�u6ona 1S1qalo 
secala lenkosi eMgundlovana. Ingam uMalambule 
wayeqonde ukuphambuka aqonde abeke _ngendlela aye
lapho kwaya khona uSiyekiwe kwath1 lapho ezwa 
ngecala likaDinizulu, wasale wayeka ukuphambuka 
wangena umshungu wamak�ehla ngo6a efuna ukuyo­
Bona inkosi yakwaZulu nezmduna zayo, mh�awumbe 
angahle a6one noChakijane noBambat�a n0S1gana:1d3: 
noyise; mhlawumb� ezw_e �kuthi a6afowa6o Benze nJam
nokuthi Bamfumamsa ym1 uN omce6o. 

Kodwa ngesikhathi ehamba wafikelwa ukwesa6a 
okukhulu ngo6a Bonke a6antu BakuBo_ 6a6engeke Bam­
beke ngafnehlo o6untu. Yena · wayelrn�buka efa?,elwe 

1 uku6a a6ulawe. Kwamfikelwa ukuth1 makaphmdel� . 
emuva; kodwa wa6uye wazikhuza wakhumbula ukut�1 
laphaya enkantolo kukhona umngane wak�e -.- -- leh­
Yaphoyisa eliyikhehla elafika kwang:ath1 hmphatha 
kaBi kodwa isigcino BaBangaBangane. K�l?na waye­
qonde ukuthola sonke isiphephelo ayengas1dmga. 

Njengo6a seBesondele ngaseMgundlovana, Baqala 
ukuBona amadlanzana aBantu ehamba eya ngakhona. 
Rwathi Beqhamuka nga�entaBeni lokhuphela uMgundlo: 
v-ana uphansi esigodini 6aBona kugcwele a6antu. fiath1 
Bezongena ngomgwaqo oqonde In1:7aJ;ukuza na�wa­
Maphumulo 6a6ona onongqayi 6em1, aBanye 6eg1Bele 
amahhashi 6ehla Benyuka, Bashayw� uvalo 6aq�la
ukuzwa · ukuthi nempela_ kulahleke 1thambo lemb1la

7 
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emhlophe. Ezinye seziphumile zifuna ukulithola. 
Kwadlala imitsha emadodeni. 

Kwathi ukungena kwa6o phakathi komuzi 6avaleli­
sana, kwayilowo waziyela kwa6aku6o. UMalambule 
waqonda ekamu, wafika kuyiziyalu kodwa wali6ona 
i�hehla lakhe lephoyisa wayesehlehla eqonda lapho 
blala khona. Lithe lifika ntambama emva koku6a ku­
valwe inkantolo laqhamuka lam6ona uMalambule. 
Langakhombisa ukuthi liyam6ona, leza-nje. Kwathi 
uku6a lifike lavula lamngenisa lavala umnyango lathi: 

"Uphumaphi?" 
Wathi uMalambule: "Khona le eMahla6athini. Phela 

umse6enzi wafika waphelela khona ngasengi6uya." 
"Inkosikazi yenkosi uSiyekiwe?" 
Wathi uMalambule: 
"Yafike yehla lapho yathi mangiyehlise khona na-

6antwana nempela ngayehlisa kwa6akuphela njalo. 
£engithi ngizodlula khona njengo6a ngiza lapha-nje; 
kodwa ngathathwa yizinda6a lezi engizwa kuthiwa 
zimbi." 

"W �u, usho z�na yini? Zimbi ngempela akusho wena 
kuyaz1sho njengo6a u6ona-nje a6antu 6egcwele izi­
ndwani." · Kusho ikhehla libeke phansi. 

"Washoke 6a6a." Kukhuluma uMalambule. 
"Ngavele ngasho khona kufika umkaMancinza lapha 

ngizwa kuthiwa uvela eMgungudlovu, uthunyelw� 
khona evela oSuthu. Ngasho ngathi yawuchitha umuth1 
in�onyane. Ngo6a a6antu 6esifazane ngiya6azi 6ayi­
m16ulalazwe. Izwe linje-nje nga6o, ngo6a ku6e kusa­
suke umsindo na6o ngezidwa6akazana u6a6one phaka­
thi." 

Wathula uMalambule ngo6a yena umqondo wakhe 
wawugcwele ukwesa6a koku6onwa nga6aku6o. Waye-
sethi: 

"U6ona-nje ngithule 6a6a, inhliziyo yami iyesa6a. 
Ngesa6a sengathi a6akithi 6azongi6ona, mhlawumbe 
yena u6a6a ongizalayo angi6ulale, noma ngi6ulawe 
omunye ecaleni. • Ngiya6esa6a a6antu 6akaSigananda.'' 

"Usa6a a6antu 6akaSigananda? U6esa6a ukuthini?" 
Kusho ikhehla. 
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"Ngiya6esa6a ngo6a phela yiyonankosi yami uSiga­
nanda." Kusho uMalambule. 
. "Akukho nankosi yakho ngo6a yona noma kuyinkosi 
ngempela kodwa akazalanga Iutho.'' Kukhuluma 
ikhehla. 

"Hhawu uthini 6a6a, Iokhu uSigananda unesishomo 
sezinsizwa, impi uqo6o Iwayo?" 
· "A wazi yini ukuthi ngesikhathi impi ilwa eNkandla
kwathi impi icashile kwasuka umfo kaSigananda wahla­
ngana na6elungu. lngani impi yonke kaBam.batha
yayengwa ngumfo kaSigananda wathi kuhle im'pi iphu­
me lapho icashe khona iye endaweni ethile.'' Kuxoxa
ikhehla.

"Lomfo uthi ayiyokwenzani impi lapho lokhu ilungile 
ihlezi ehlathini ?" Ku Buza uMalambule. 

"Awuzukuzwa yini?" Kusho ikhehla. "Kuthe lap ho 
ithi ukufika khona kanti eya6elungu isi6akakile, se6e­
phakathi. £athi 6ethuka a6antu kwasekuduma umba­
yimbay:i, 6ashaywa 6aqothuka nya. Qha, uSigananda 
akazalanga Iutho. Kwakuyo6a ngcono uku6a Iomfo 
wenza njengawe wasuka wa6aleka waphuma empini 
wahamba wayozikhonzela ku6elungu. Umlomo awu­
fak'inhlali.'' 

"Pho icala limi kanj ani lap ha enkosini?" 
Lathi ikhehla: "Angazi. Lap ha esiLungwini amacala 

athethwa ngamanga. Uthi a6ameli Ia6a 6afika ezinka­
ntolo 6azokwenzani? £aqhudelisana ngamanga ilanga 
lize lishone, Mpand.e. Na6akwaZulu na6o se6ewafu­
ndile amanga lawa. £afune ummeli, uma ngizwa aka­
munye.'' Esasho njalo wayememeza elinye iphoyisa 
elalikudana okwakungathi liseyinsizwa, wathi kulo: 

"Konje amagama a6ameli okuthiwa 6amele umnta­
nenkosi ngo6ani? Yisho ngizwe." 
• Lathi iphoyisa "Uthi ngizo6akhumbula sekuduma
1ngqondo-nje. · Kodwa ngica6anga ukuthi nguMsi­
Shayina (Mr. W. P. Schreiner, K. C.) ofunwe nguDlwe­
dlwe kaSo6antu. Kanye naye kukhona uMfushane
(Mr. Eugene Renaud), uqweqwe lapha olukade Iwalunia
enkundleni yamacala. Kuthiwa umuntu luphuma naye
�oma intambo isilenga ekhanda. Futhi kukhona noLu-

embedu (Mr. R. C. · A. Samuelson)." 
7• 
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''Hhawu wazaia uSoBantu kuiomfana wakhe uDiwe­
diwe." Kusho ikhehia. 

"NguBani uSoBantu Iona enikhuiuma ngaye?" Ku­
Buza uMaiambuie. 

"USoBantu umfundisi omdaia omhiophe oseiokhu 
waiuthanda uhianga o.lumnyama. Kusukeia ngesikhathi 

· oJantoni Befuna ukuiucisha Beqhatha uCetshway0
naBeiungu. OJantoni uzwa kuthiwa yiziphakanyiswa.
kwaZuiu, seBengcofa nohianga oiumnyama Baphemba
imbewu emhioshana, Y.into Ieyo ngomthetho waBafundisi
engathandekiyo. Nani senaduka nezwe-nje anikutha­
ndi. Akunjaio?" KuBuza ikhehia. Wathi uMaiambuie,

"Ye Bo kunj aio." 
Nempeia icaia likaDinizuiu Iangena eMgundiovana. 

Laliphethwe yizinkunzi zibekene emehiweni, zi6uzana 
ziphenduiana zifuthana. ABakwaZuiu BaBeButhene 
ngisho nongoso waBo. UZuiu· wayeBufaiana yedwana 
ngoBa ofakazi aBanamandia BaBeveia kwaZuiu. Kuthe 
sekuBizwa ofakazi uMaiambuie waBona sekuqhamuka 
noyise efakazeia aBeiungu. Kodwa kwathi uBufakazi 
Bakhe Bungakapheli yaphuma inkantoio ukuyodia 
emm1. Nantambama wangena uyise ebokisini. Ngale­
nkathi uMaiambuie wangena wayohiaieia ngaphambili 
endaweni Iapho ayengaBonakaia kaiuia. Wahiaia-nje 
wathuia. Ngenkathi uyise ekhuiuma wakhwehieia 
njaionjalo, khona ezokhangeka abeke ngakuye. Ne­
mpeia wabeka amehio aBo ahiangana. Uyise wethuka. 
Ummeli ukuBona Iokhu kwethuka wathi: 

"Lomuntu uqamba amanga, nokukhuiuma kwakhe 
kuyamceBa." 

Wathi uyise kaMaiambuie: 
· "Ngethuswa umntanami, makhosi, nanguya." Washo

ekhomba ngomunwe uMaiambuie. "Naye angangifa­
kazeia ukuthi uMancinza noChakijane ngiyaBazi kodwa 
mina ngangilwa naBo, naye waze w::tBaieka ekhaya 
eBaiekeia khona ukuBa naye angase aBuiawe uma mina 
ngingavumeiani nokuiwa kwemali yamakhanda." 

Wathi ukusho njaio onke amehio aBantu naBeiungu 
abeka Iapho ikhehia likhomba khona. ABaBehieli 
phansi phezu kwamabeshu Basukuma; naBaBengaBoni 
kahie Beiula izintamo Baiunguza: ABaBeyazi indaBa 
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yokuBaleka kukaMaiambule .Bankema imilomo, Baqhu­
nsuia amehio. 

N oMalambuie wethuka esethe: 
"Qha miria angikwazi lokho, ngiyaphika makhosi."
Indiu'yaBuye yathuia ngokunye. Kwasekuthiwa aku:

ngene yena uMaiambule ebokisini, ku�wakaie _ukuth1
wazini yena. N empeia wayesephakath1. Wath1 uMa­
Iambuie: 

"Mina angikwazi lokhu okukh1,1Iunywa nguBaBa.
Sekuyisikhathi ngaBaieka ekhaya -�geza I�ph3:. IndaBa
kaBambatha kaMancinza, n0Chak1Jane ng1yaz1 kancane.
Ngikhumbuia ngeiinye ilanga Befika ekhaya kuiungise­
Iwa ukuyogqekeza isitoio somiungu eMpanza. UBaBa
Iona Iomqondo wokugqekeza wayewuthanda, ngaze
mina ngakhethwa ngenxa yokuthanda kwakhe, ukuBa
ngihambe naBanye owethu siyogqekeza isitoio Ieso." 

"Okungukuthi ungomunye waBagqekezi na ?" Ku-
Buza ummeii. 

"Qha angishongo njaio." 
"Chaza", sekusho ummeli ngokufutheka. 
"Sahambake nowethu laBo, kodwa kwathi ngisendle-

Ieni ngaBahiuBuka ngaBaleka, nakhu ngilapha manje." 
Kukhuiuma uMaiambuie. 

"WawuBahiuBukeiani?" Ku Buza ummeli kaDinizulu. 
"Okokuqaia ngangesaBa khona Iokhu kwamacala, 

ngoBa ngazi ukuthi ngelinye ilanga IendaBa iyomiswa 
ezinkantolo. OkwesiBili ngangisola ukuthi lendaBa 
oBambatha noGhakijane Bayithatha emakhanda aBo. 
Noma Bona Bafike Bathi Baveia oSuthu, kodwa akugcu­
lisanga ukusho kwaBo ngoBa maningi amahemuhemu 
siwezwa ngenkosi kanti asuka emoyeni-nje." 

Wathi ukuB?, asho njalo, indlu yonke kaZtilu yathi: 
"Awuzwake, mfana!" 
Emva kwakhe kwasukuma uNgoBozane kaVukuza 

wakwaMpungose, iMboza kuCetshwayo, owayeBekwe 
uHulumeni aBeyinduna eMahlaBathini: 

UD!odl'ongensif:Ja, 
Usezela lubedw'eSwazini 
U gwaz' indod' angay izeleli, 
Kwaf:JakaNgof:Je 
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Uxamu wezizi!Ja, 
UMathanga da!Jul'ulwandle, 
lgeja likaNsimbini 
Elilolwe nguMdinjana, 
Okufe amahhashi kwaf'izimbongolo." 

Yenake uNgoBozane wayekhulumela uDinizulu, wa­
khuluma iqiniso alaziyo wathi: 

"Sonke thina Bantu sasingavumi uku6a kuthelwe 
lemali, ukuphela yena uDinizulu yedwa owathi asiyi­
thele. Sonke sasifuna ukulwa; kodwa yena wala." 
Wakhuluma nokunye okukhulu ekhombisa u6uqotho 
6akhe noma emi phambi kwaBelungu. 

Phezu kwakho konke lokhu uBufakazi o6a6ulethwa 
yizitha zenkosi uDinizulu, zivela khona Belu kwaZulu 
yiBona oBenza ukuBa adingiswe ayiswe oBalule, laphake 
aBonana khona noBota (Gen. Louis' Botha) owamnika 
indawo yokuhlala. Wayitha yena luqo6o lwakhe 
uDinizulu wathi kukwaThengisangaye. Esho ngoBa 
phela thina 6akwaZulu sathengisa ngaye umntwana 
wenkosi, ezizweni. Wahlala lapha oBalule iminyaka 
ethile noma esexinywa yisifo sikayisemkhulu uMpande 
sokuphathwa ngumlenze, wahlala-nje khona egula 
njalo. Wafela· khona oBalule. Nanguya uDlwedlwe 
yena 6elu kaSoBantu, wasuka wasilanda isidumbu 
wasiletha kanye na6anye BakwaZulu, Basifikisa kwa­
No6amba. 

Kuyilaphoke futhi kulele khona amagcino emakhosini 
kaZulu, uDinizulu. Onke amakhosi ezinhlanga athanda 
izizwe zawo afa kanje. Afela ekudingeni - - aku­
ngqala ngoDinizulu. Alele kwaN oBamba amagcino 
kaZulu endlini kaSenzangakhona: 

" Umgwazi kaqhaqhi, 
llqhaqhelwa zinyoni. 
Umkhonto kaShaka noDingane 
lngwenya edlela okhunjini lommfula, 
Ngaphezulu isa!J'ukuhlatshwa, 
lthikamezwe yimise!Je yelanga. 

lnkunz'e!Jomuu kaShaka, 
'fJe!Jeth'iyahla!Ja, 
Kant'ithi!Jel'imihlambi yamadoda." 
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Kuthe seliphelile - icala, sekusuka nezivunguvungu 
..zokunqunywa kwezinsizwa zaBantu, nezinye zadutshu­
lwa ngesibamu ngenxa. yoBushokoBezi. UMalambule 
waBonana noyise Bahlala phansi, ikhehla lakhala lim-
6ona ngoBa laselithi kade wafa. Kwathi lapho uMala­
mbule em Buza ngonina ekhaya, ikhehla lathi: "Qha, 
izinda6a ZOJ11khaya azixoxelwa endle ngoBa fune 
zihambe nomoya zingaBi nasizotha." WaBuza futhi 
ngaBafowaBo oChithumuzi, noMasimini nezinye izinsi­
zwa zakwaBo, kodwa ikhehla lamthela ngemvula ye­
zinyembezi langakhuluma lutho. Lathatha ugwayi 
labema kuphela. Naye uMalambule eBona ukuthi 
akusizi lutho ukulokhu eBuzana nomuntu omdala, 
emkhalisa izinyembezi wathi: 

"Pho BaBa, awusho ngani ukuthi sek'wafiwa ekhaya? 
Kuhle sihlale lapha singayi ndawo ngoBa uma �e 
ekhaya siyozivusela usizi, ukufik� sishaywe ngama­
bungane, namanxiwa asegcwele udonqa6athwa, nezi­
Baya ezikhamisile." 

LamBuka ikhehla kwangathi aliyizwa into ekhulu­
nywa yilomfana, lathi: 

"Mina wako6ani engingahlala lapha? Kanti indawo 
yethu yini lena sekungumhlaBa waBelungu njena? 
Kuhle khona ukuBa sengimdala senginje. Ngifuna 
ukugoduka ngiye emanxiweni awoBaBamkhulu, ngifele 
khona. Hhawu kumnandi ukufela phakathi kwama­
dloz-i, ngilale u6uthongo o6umnandi, laphoke ngiyohla­
ngana noBaBamkhulu, ngi6one amaqhawe amakhulu 
oMenziwa kaMvundlana 

"In yon' edlezinye; Akakh'umunt' ongaqom'izulu!" 
"Ngihlale noZulu kaNogandaya: 
"UZulu ladum'ofJala, lapho kungemunga kungemthole!" 
"Ninake nisale lapha nahluliwe. Thina siyoyilwa 

naphansi lapho iyohlanga6ezana ngemikhonto, izibamu 
zingekho. Konje aBelungu Bona 6alahlwa-nje ngama­
bokisi? Uyongi6uzake. Ningimbele nemikhonto yami 
kuwo amanxiwa awo6a6amkhulu. Lunga, kuhle siha­
mbe kusasa mntanami, amadolo aselukhuni." 

Lasho njalo ikhehla uMalambule wa6ona phansi 
emqondweni wakhe umlilo wokufa ulokoza njengemililo 
ayiBona eDumbe eBusuku, ilokoza kude ira ngokuya 
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icima sengathi ayokhelwanga muntu ophilayo. WaBona 
amathongo evuka ensimini yamangcwaBa awoyisemkhu­
lu, efake izidlodlo, neziyephu, nemikhonto evutha 
imililo yenzondo noBuqhawe eg_waza aBezizwe aBathathe 
izwe laBo. Nempela lokhu okukhulunywa nguyise 
kunga6a yiqiniso ngoBa yini kwenye inkathi sizwa 
umhlaBa udikiza, undindizela ngaphansi, sengathi 
kukhona aBawufukulayo, kodwa Behluleke, kuBuye 
kuthule kuthi du? Yini ukuBa umhlaBa uphume imi­
mfula zonke izintaBa, lemimfula igoboze njalo ungu­
naphakade, 'uma kungezinyembezi zalaBo aBagwazwa 
ngamaqhawe ezweni la6aphansi. Ingani kuthiwa li­
thatha osemnyango limphonse emsamo? Yini konke 
okuphilisa umuntu kuqhuma phansi, ukudla nezithelo, 
nemifino, namaBele? Qha, izwe laBaphansi likhona. 
IyoBuye ihlanga6ezane nakhona. 

YimicaBango ka�alambule lena. · Wathi esezwa 
ecaBanga kanje uButhongo Bamzuma phansi. Nala-' 
phaya kude emsamo wekamu lamaphoyisa uyise waye­
sehonqa oBudala. 

· I S AHLUKO XIV.
UZazini wathi lapho ehamba endleleni wahlangana 

naBanye aBantu aBaningi a6a6e6aleka BeBalekela 
lokhukuBulawa kukaSishishili okumangalisayo. £_a5e­
ngazi lapho BeBalekela khona. £a6echitheka nezwe­
nje. Kodwa wezwa Bekhuluma wayi6uzisisa indaB� 
yokuBaleka kwaBo, wayeseBona ukuthi kuhle . angay1-
chazi lendaBa yokuBaleka kwakhe kula6a6antu ngoBa 
funa kanti Bethuke mhlawumbe Baphendukele yena. 
Kuthe lapho se6exoxile wathi kuBo: 

"Qha Bakithi kuhle siye kwelakithi lapho izwe lisa­
thule khona selokhu amaBunu alwa namaNgisi kusa­
thule kusathe nya. NamaSwazi nawo akahluphi ngoB'.3' 
esaBa aBakwaZulu. Manjeke selokhu kwafa uMswaz1, 
mkosi yawo kuthule. Phela uMswazi Iona wahlakani­
pha." 

"Wahlakanipha ngani? Kukhona ukuhlakanipha 
kuBantu aBatekezayo lokhu nemiqondo ya6o fyate-
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keza?" Ku Buza owayesenengiwe ngoBa amaSwazi 
enga wathandi. . 

"QhaBo uMswazi wayehla:kaniphile ngo6a wa6o!1a 
ukuthi aBakwaZulu Bamphethe ka6fwayeseshushumb1sa 
amanxusa akhe aya eMgungundlovu kuSoms�wu ��:Sonjica ukuthi umganisela intombi yakhe uT_1fokatI._ 
Uthe engakaqedi wamnquma umlomo lomfokaz1 oneng1-
weyo wathi: . . . . . • • ·1 k "A wuzwake, izilima-ndm1, azaz1 ym1 ukuth1 1z1 o o: 
zana lezi zithatha umfazi ngamunye? Negama lentokaz1 
lelo njalo akusiyena uTifokati, nguZifok�zi." Washo 
wathula. Kodw.a wathi omunye efuna mdaBa yena, 
wathi: 

"Wenz a njani uSomsewu?" 
WaqhuBeka uZazini wathi: 
"USomsewu wayithatha intombazana leyo:' 
"Wayigana?" Ku6uza omunye. 
"Qha." Kusho uZazini. 
"Yagcina ngokwenzenj ani?" 
Wathi uZazini: 
"WayiloBola ma:qede wayinika inceku y3:khe 1:Ng9z� 

owayehlala eMkhambathini. �usukela k�le�os1khath1 
amaNgisi ayezwana namaSwaz1. Kwelak1t�1 eJ?umb_e 
nizohlala kahle ngokuthula, ngo6a izwe almaz1khw1:shikhwishi njengaleli." £ahamba Bahamb_a .. kwath1
lapho se6eseduze nasekhaya omunye umfokaz1 nJengoBa 
BaBeyidlanzana wathi: . . ,,"Pho wena mfana sihamba nawe-nJe uphumaph1? 

Lom6uzo wayekade ewulindele uZazini, ngoBa esaBa 
ukuthi ngase Bamenze kaBi aBantu laBa. Ngakhoke 
wathi: · 

h. •"Ngangithunywe nguBaBa_ ngalapha . eMahlaBat m1
ukuBa ngiyomfunela umuth1 enyange�1 yakwaN�o6a­
zana. Umuthi wokuBethela ngo6a s1hlushwa y1zulu 
endaweni yakithi eyizinkangala." .. Hhayike Beneliswa ukukhulum.a kukaZazm1 Bahamba, 
Bahamba Basondela ekhaya. UZazini · wa wukhomba 
umuzi wakuBo wathi nankuya. Kuthe se6esondela kwa­
phuma a6antu emzini lowo 6a6alunguza, Ba6uye Ba­
ngena eridlini sengathi Bethukile. Kuthe u�u.ng�na 
kwaBo kwase kuqhamuka ikhehla livela endlrn1, hla-
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ndelwa nga6anye a6antu 6esilisa 6aphumela phandle 
6a6uka. Wayesethi omunye kuZazini: 

"Se6esi6onile 6ayasisinga ukuthi singo6ani, sengathi 
6ethukile ukuthi sivelaphi, mhlawumbe siyimpi." 

Wathi omunye omdala: 
"Ikhona impi engenela imizi ngalesisikhathi ilanga 

seliyoshona-nje? Kazi khona igangile. A6afo 6ange­
yigwaze 6ayixoshe yini?" 

Waphendula uZazini wathi: 
"Qha, kuleli lakithi kujwayelekile uku6a kuqhamuke 

a6afokazi 6endlela 6adlule 6aqonde le eBabatini emgo­
dini; mhla wumbe 6aca6anga ukuthi si,yi6ona la6o6afo­
kazi." 

fiesakhuluma kanjalo, kwaqhamuka izinja za6akho­
nkotha. fiaziyeka-nje 6angazikhuza. Kodwa kuthe 
uma lena enye inja ikhonkotha isondela iuazungeza ya­
khonkotha yaxhuma itshikiza unisila, i6uye i6agaga­
mele, njalo ihlehle ivungama sengathi iphunga iyalizwa. 
Wayeseyi6iza uZazini, yatshikiza ·umsila yalala phansi 
ibuquza, itshekedula i6uye ize kuye, i6aleke iya ekhaya, 
ngenxa yokuja6ula. Wayesethi omunye wesifazane 
owayephume phandle e6uka: 

"Ukhona phakathi kwala6a6antu owaziwa yinja.'
1 

Kuthe kusenjalo 6am6ona uZazini, wayesethi uyise: 
"NguZazini." Ekushweni kwakhe lokho wangena 

endlini kwamanye amadoda wayoziphuzela utshwala. 
NoZazini wangqongqoza wakhuleka. Waphuma futhi 
uyise wathi: 

"Uphumaphi Zazini? £a phi a6anye a6antwana?" 
Esikhundleni soku6a aphendule uZazini wahlala 

phansi khona lapho. Kwa6uthana wonke umuzi waku6o 
nonina, nawonina 6ezinye izindlu kanye nonakaBembe­
sile. Wathi ku6ona: 

"Silambe sifile sipheni ukudla.' ' 
UZazini akashongo ukuthi, "ngilambe ngifile, ngi­

pheni ukudla." Kodwa wathi, "Silambe sifile, sipheni 

ukudla." ·Ngalokho wa6akhombisa a6akwa6o ukuthi 

la6a6antu ahamba na6o 6akanye naye, aku6ona a6e­
zizwe. Ngakhoke 6atatazela 6e6alethela igo6ongo lo­
tshwala. Kwasuka yena unina kaZazini wa6utha 
utshwala ephangeleni wa6uthela ezinkambeni ezimbili, 
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Aphuza lawamadoda ahamba noZazini. Se6ephakathi 
kokuphuza aphuma nalawamadoda asendlini aphuza 

. noyise kaZazini azohlala phandle. Umuzi wonke wa­
wusugcwele lapha phandle u6uka la6a6antu a6afika 
noZazini, ehamba yedwa. 

La6uye laphinda ikhehla elinguyise lathi: 
"Hhawu, Zazin'i wafika wedwa, 6aphi a6anye a6a-

ntwana na?" 
Wathi uZazini: 
"A6ekho.'' 
"fiaphi na?" Kusho uyise. 
N onfna wathi :. 
"Ungasheshisi wena sizwe !'" 

Wathi uZazini: 
"Ngiqinisile a6ekho. Inda6a ya6o inzima, ayixoxeki. 

Nala6a engihatnba na6o a6ayazi. Endleleni kuthe noma 
6engi6uza 6ethi ngivelaphi, ngathi mina ngangithunywe 
ngu6a6a ngalapha enyangeni eMahla6athini, Kanti 
ngiya6akhohlisa.'' 

"Okuyikhona qiniso yikuphi?" Ku6uza uyise, na­
manye amadoda ayefuna ukwazi nga6anta6a6o a6a6e­
phelekezele uNomce6o, nawo ayesexwayile notshwala 
ese6uyekile. \Vaku6ona lokhu uZazini ngakhoke wa­
funa ukuyixoxa inda6a lena ayikhethe ama6ala. Wa­
yesethi: 

"UNomce6o noNomanzi, 6akhona 6ayaphila, 6atha­
thwa yizinsizwa zakwaZulu, zahamba na6o kanye no­
Maphulana. Lezizinsizwa nani nazi6o·na noma nake 
nezwa ngazo. Zathi qu lapha emva koku6a sihambe 
siphume nomthimba kanti zilandela thina, zizothatha 
uNomce6o." 

"Zaziphuma ko6ani?" Ku6uza uyise. 
"Zazithunywe uMalambule, Iona owake wagulela 

lapha." Kusho uZazini. Esekushilo lokho uyise na­
manye amadoda athula abeka phansi, enye indoda yathi, 

"Savela sasola uku6a a6antu 6afike esifundeni sakithi 
6ahu6e ihu6o lempi, kuyasa ·sesi6uza ukuthi 6aphi, 6a­
shonephi, singazi lutho, kodwa kunyamalale uMaphu­
lana." 

Yathi isho njalo indoda isimame sonke sagquma, 
esinye sa6u6ula ngo6a sesi6ona ukuthi a6antwana 6a6o 
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Basemajukujukwini noma mhlawumbe seBafa Badliwa 
ngamanqe. Wakuzwa lokhu kuBuBula uZazini kwa­
Bayikhona eBonayo ukuthi indaBa inkulu. Kulula uku­
Buyela ekhaya kodwa kunzima ukuchaza ukuthi uBu­
yiswa yini yedwa aBanye Bengekho-nje na? Uthe enga­
kakhulumi wathi unakaBembesile: 

"Okungukuthi akuBuyanga kusagcagcwa yini?" 
'.'Laphoke omunye walaBoBaBa angazikqulumela nje­

ngokwazi kwakhe njengoBa BaBekhona emgcagcweni 
kaNomceBo noBembesile." Kusho uZazini. 

Kukhulunywa lawamadoda asamangele ngoBa yonke 
lento ekhulunywayo ayizwa saButhongweni sengathi 
alele, aqaBuka eButhongweni oBukhulu. Kuthe enga­
kasanguluki uZazini wayesethi makukhulume omunye 
wawo. Omunye wawo wathi: 

"Thina Besisalalele, simangele nemilomo yethu ivaleke 
okwezimungulu. Singaphendula kanjani?" 

"Qha ukusho kwami yingoBa emgcagcweni amadoda 
lawa ayekhona, aziBonela ngamehlo awo." Kusho 
uZazini. 

"Thina Bakithi asiBonanga lutho. Into esimangalisayo 
ngukuthi kanti aBaloBokazi laBa BaBevela lapha. No­
kuthi umthimba Iona wawuphuma lapha ekhaya. 
ImpeJa siyamangala Banumzane." Kukhuluma elinye 
ikhehla. 

"Pho njengoBa seniBona-nje, sixoxeleni enakuBonayo, 
sisale sesizwa ngoBa yizibixibixi zawoBambatha kaMa­
ncinza nezawo Chakijane kaGezindaka, sesizizwile. 
Xoxani sisale sesilalela." Kusho indoda yaseDumbe. 

"YeBoke, umgcagco wawumuhle ngokumangalisayo, 
bekake kugcagca umntwana wenkosi uSishishili. Sa­
Busa kakhulu kwaze kwaBa phakathi koBusuku, salala. 
Sekulelwe lapho kuphuma ikhwezi enzansi saBona se­
kuduma aBantu-nje, kungakhalwa nakukhalwa. Sethu­
ka sathathela ukuBa siBone ukuthi yini, kanti impi isi­
ngene. Kwathi siqala ukukhala isifazane, nezinsizwa 
namadoda eqala ukuthatha ·imikhonto kwase kufe iningi. 
Lempi ehlaselayo yayiBazi aBantu Bonke lapho Bekhona 
ngoBa yaqala khona enkosini nesigodlo, yagwaza yabixa. 
Nathi silapha-nje ngoBa saBaleka kwasa sicinga ukuthi 
yini. Kodwa kwakungabekeki, saBaleka kwathi endle-
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Jeni sathi nqamanqa nalomfana, wayesethi masiye k.we- •
IakuBo lapho izwe lisathule khona. Ngempela samla­
ndela nakhu sesilapha namhlanje." 

Ukhuluma-nje Iomuntu ,omame seBelapha phezulu,
sekukhalwa isililo ngoBa phela kufiwe. Kwakhala yonke
imizi ngoBa iningi lalihambile. Munye qmunt� onga­
khalanga-ngunina kaZazini. Owahlala yhans1 wala­
lela inhliziyo yakhe iBuhlungu ngoBa kuth1wa um:1-tana­
khe kuthiwa uyaphila, kodwa eBengek?o phakath1 kwa­
BaBuyayo. Kungcono ukuzwa �kuth1 �m�ntu akakho
kuthiwe ufile uBonwe phakath1 kwenmg1 walahlwa: 
Kodwa uma kuthiwa umuntu ukhona, kuzwakale ukuth� 
uhamba ngazo zozimbili kodwa eBengaBonwa �oku_th1
uma eyoBonwa akwazi muntu. Wahlala phans1 umna 
kaNomceBo wathula edliwa yizinhlungu zomphe�umu�o 
ezishisa kakhulu kunezomzimba. Wasuka wath1: 

"Pho Zazini, wazi ngani ukuthi uNomceBo noNoma-
nzi noMaphulana Bayaphila na?" . . 

"Lokhoke ngikwazi ngoBa ngisuke kuBona s1xatsham­
swa elokuthi mangiBuye naye. Yena wathi qha, waphu­
ma ekhaya eyogana angaBuyela kanjani ekhaya futhi 
na?" 

"Ukusinda Iokhu usinda kanjani aBanye BeBulawa 
na?" Ku Buza uyise. . 

"Ukusinda nami kusangimangalisa. Kodwa ngaz1 
Iokho ukuthi uMaphulane wathi ukuBa afike nezinsizwa 
lezi zakwaBoMalambule, zona zacasha ehlathini, kwathi 
eBusuku yena wangena emzini lowo, wafuna_ waze wa­
ngithola, waBonana nentomba�a�yana ok?y1yon_a eya­
yiphelekezele uNomceBo, way161za wath1 may1yof1ka 
iqhweBe uNomanzi. Nempel� yamqhweB3:_ waphuma. 
Wafika wamyala wathi umuz1 lowo uzobuJ1swa ngalo­
BoBusuku, kuhle aqhweBe uNomceBo Baphume. Nempela 
Baphuma. NgaBo loBoBusuku izinsizw� zahamb� naBo
zaya ezweni lakuBo. Mina ngokwam1 angesa61 . l�th?
ngoNomceBo, noNomanzi nomn�w�na lowo: I:ez1z1�s1: 
zwa ziyamthanda uN omceBo z1th1 lap ho z1m61za z1th1 
"dadewethu". Ngakhoke ingozi ayikho." . 

Kuthe lapho sekuqediwe ukukhala, sekugcwele umuz� 
wonke, namadoda esekhohliwe ukuthi kufiwe, wath1 
omunye wesifazane: 



. 

206 -

• . "�nga6e usasixoxela ukuthi inda6a yomshado ya Ba­
n� an�, _Iokhu phela izintombi zozombi1i zahamba Iapha 

z1p�1k1sene? Akusenacala phela noma enye seyafa 

k_unJalo nakuN omce6o indoda yamlahlekela naye Yish� 
s1zwe :mfana t_hina sasithanda ukuzwa kuxoxwa · ngezi­
ntomb1 kade z16ulelene ngempahla." 

Wathi uZazini: 
"Q_ha, leyonda6a ngiyoyixoxa ngelinye ilanga, umoya wam1 se"'.akhohl_wa, nomzimba wami sewuphumule. 

�if;
��anJe umz1mba nomphefumulo wami usadunge-

l 6
Kwathi_ sekuhlw�le_ a6a_ntu Bahlakazeka na6afokazi 

a a a?a.f1ke noZ�zm1 Bamkwa indawo yokulala. Uyise kaZa_zm1 wa6a61ka nakumnumzane wendawo uku6a 

a6amke 1;endawo yokwakha. UZazini wahamba wazi­yela kunma lapho kwakukhona ukuthula nokudla ne­p.da wo yokulala u6uthongo. 
Laphaya emuv�. i _zinto ·zazizimbi ngo6a phela impi

kaBambatha yay1s1h�a ngempela kanye neyaseMome 
sekusonde_le noku6anJwa kukaDinizulu. ABantu kude 
6�6.ezwa mda6a isixoxwa isinandiswe yawu6ani ! Ama­
q�mso w_o1;a 6a6engawazi ! fiayingcosane a6antu a6a6a­
z1 amaqm1so ngo6a a6a6aningi a6a6efika eMgundlovana 
na�eNk�ndla naseMome, nakwaMaphumulo. OSuth� 
ay1kho mto. owa wungase uyithole. Kwakukwamkutu. 

NokuBa:iJwa nokuthethwa kwec.ala lenkosi, ize ila­
hlwe Baymgcosane a6a6ekuxoxa njengo6a kufanele 
uku6a Bakuxoxe. N oChithumuzi na6afowa6o endleleni 
6a6e�ambe 6e6utha imfukumfuku yezinda6a okwathi 
sekuf1k�a emakhaya. Bafumanisa izinda6a lezo zimi 
ngenye mdlela emakhaya. · Noku6aleka kukaMalambule 
eMpanz� Bathe Beza-nje ngasekhaya Bakuthola kumi 
ng�nye mdlela. Ekuzweni kwa6o kwakuhlazisa ngoBa 
ng1sho seBefika ekhaya akukho umuntu owayazi ukuthi 
uMalambule uze aBaleke-nje empini yini. Noyise uqoBo 
lwakhe kwamxaka lokhu. 

N?Il!-a Befik_� izinto ziBamele kaBi umkhaya wonke 
�ak1k1za way1Ja6ulela lentombi yezizwe evela eDumbe 
izoga�a lapha ekhaya. Ngenxa yokuthi uMalambule 
engaz1wa, u� omceBo wahlatshiswa inkaBi enkulu emhlo­
phe wangemswa ngayo ekhaya kwathi lapha kuBuzwa 

- 207 -

kuthiwa umakoti Iona uzokwenziwa njani njengoBa 

uMalambule engaziwa futhi engaBonwa lapho ekhona,
yena uqoBo lwakhe waziphendulela wathi: 

"NjengoBa uMalambule engekho ngizohlala kh9na 

lapha ekhaya ngiBe umntwana �a�hona lapha, ng?Ba 

anginakuphindela emuva kwelak1th1, ngaphuma ng1yo­
gana uma ngiBuyela emuva kungaBayihlazo phezu
kwami · lokho. N gidedeleni ngihlale nodadewethu",
wathi esho njalo wakhomba odadewaBo BakaMalambule
noChithumuzi naBanye. Wathi lapha esho njalo uNo­
mceBo izintombi ezinye zamukha ngamehlo, kwathi
yena udadewaBo kaMalambule, uMaloza. wamg�xa

isandla entanyeni esinye isandla sakhe was16eka es1fu­
Beni sakhe waphulula uBuhlalu Bakhe oBaBenzelwe
ukuBa agcagce nga6o. 

UMaloza wayenothando lwensizwa kuNomceBo,
mhlawumbe nomfowaBo uMalambule wayengamthandi
uNomceBo kangaka. Esigcakini BaBehlala ndawonye
Bephotha uBusenga, noma Bethunga u6uhlalu o6unem�­
Bala. Uma kuyokhiwa amanzi ingcazi kaNomceBo yay1-
phathwa nguMaloza ayikhelele amanzi ayigcwalise,
aBeseyithwesa uNomceBo. UMaloza wayenomona ngo­
Nomce6o ecaBanga ukuthi funa ngelinye ilanga ahambe
ayogana kwenye indawo. Ngakhoke waBuza wathi: 

" Kodwa uqinisile uma uthi uyohlala nami njalo uma
umfowethu engafiki, ngeke ugane noma kanjani?" 

Wathi uNomce6o: 
"Izwi lami nesithembiso sami ngiyosig'cina. Mina

ngangingeke ngagana ngisho indodana kaSishishili,
ukuhamba lokhu ngiya khona ngangipl}ekezela udade­
wethu Iona owafayo uBembesile. Into engangiyoyenza
yayiyo6a yisiinanga ngo6a kwakuyothi mhla ethi uza 

kwami ngimubuqe ngesijula kuyasa ngemu)dle mina 

angisekho ngeduka nezwe." 
"Hhawu uthini Nomce6o? Kanti unenhliziyo embi

yini?" Kusho uMaloza. 
"Qha anginayo inhliziyo embi, kodwa nginesi6indi

sokwenza izinto uma into ngingayithandi angiyithandi;
kodwa angikhombisi ku6antu. Munye umuntu enginga­
mutshela yona nguMaphulane." 

"Pho mina uyongifihlela nami?" 
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Wathi lapho esho njalo uMaloza wamthatha nge­
sandla uNomce6o wathi ma6asukume 6avakashe amkho­
mbise izindawo zaku6o: amahlathi lapho kuthezwa 
khona ukuze naye aphume ayotheza, amkhombise ne­
zinkomo zaku6o nemi6ala yazo khona engeke akhu­
mbule ezaku6o, namathafa lapho kudla khona izimbuzi 
na�achwane azo, nemithondolo emikhulu eseyagoqa 
nez1mpondo, ehamba ivika phakathi kwezihlahla funa 
izimpondo zigaxele, imithondolo nezimpongo ezizwa­
kala kude ngamaququ azo ukuthi weu, nampo phela 
of ele6a, lap ho uzwa khona izinselo zikhala zichakaza 
sengathi amaqakala namadolo alezizilwane ephukile. 

Waphtima naye uMaloza wayesephendula uNomce6o 
esethi: 

"Ukhona umuntu oke akhohlise indoda yakhe khona 
sekunjani? Namadlozi angamfulathela, Maloza. Wena 
ngingeke ngikukhohlise uyindoda yami, funa kanti ngi­
yazisitheza ngomnyama." Washo wathula. Wezwa 
isandla sikaMaloza: si6amba siqinisa. Waphenduka 
wam6uka emehlweni wathi uMaloza: 

"Ehhe, ngi6uke uqinisile uma usho njalo na? Funga 
nga6aphansi." 

"Ngiyafunga Maloza, ngi6iza a6aphansi." .BaseBethula 
6ahamba njalo Beqonde ngasendle BeBukana nezinkomo 
zasekhaya, Be6ukana namagquma nezinta6a nemifula 
egobozayo. 

Wayesethi uMaloza: 
"Nami ngiyafunga. ngaBaphansi, ngeke ngiphume 

emzini kaBaBa ngithi ng1yogana ngikushiye lapha we­
dwa. Siyohlala lapha ekhaya sondle umame noBa6a 
uma ese6uyile enkantolo eMgundlovana." 

"Ngiyezwa, Maloza, impela ngiyaBona ukuthi uya­
ngithanda." 

Kuthe kusenjalo kwavuka inqomfi phambi kwaBo, 
lavuka labeka phezulu, likhala litshiloza lendlale ama­
p_hiko, wayesethi uMaloza: 

"U yayazi lenyoni N omce Bo?" 
"Ehhe ngiyayazi ingani inqomfi-nje leli?" 
"Li6ika Bani pho?" Kusho uMaloza. 
.6a6uye Bahambe, sekuntambama, ilanga kade lishisa 

kaBi. Kwase kushaya umoya wolwandle uphephetha 

- 209

phezu kotshani. .Base Behlala phansi 6aphumula, enhla-
11.je kwehlathi. .Besahlez_i phansi k�ez"':akala ukunya­
thuza ngenzansi ehlathm1 sengath1 ukhona _umuntu
ohamba khona phakathi. .Balalela, kwase kuth1 thushu
·u:\tiaphulane waphuma qede waBaBona, wahleka. NaBo
6ahleka, uN omceBo wathi,

"Hhawu, Maphulane, nalapha u6unya�¥a- awuka6u­
yeki. Ngangithi uyofika lapha uphumule. 

Wathi uMaphulane, 
"Lonake namhlanjena ozomncelisela lapha ngowaph�

N omce6o? Ingane yakho owa wuyincelisa endlelem
siza lapha sewayincelisa yakhula, usuphethe enye 
manje?" 

Wathi uNomce6o: · 
"Phela izalukazi ziyaBathanda a6antw_ana. . Lowo

wasendleleni sengamdlulisela k0Chithumuz1, seng1�once

ngilande itshali lami-nje kumkhongi, kodwa ng1Bona
nakhu sekuzogcagcwa ngingalitholanga." 

.Bonke Bahleka, noMaphulane wasondela wazoBaBu-
kela eduze wathi ukufika wathi: 

"Weu, ukuBa ngangizele lentombi yayiyokwendela
kuBantaBami, Nomce6o", washo ephathaphatha uMalo­
za, Bentelisana, wadlula. 

Kuthe kusenjalo wathi uMaloza: 
"Awubeke laphaya kude NomceBo, maqondana ne­

nhlamvu yelanga -eBomvu, kukhona aBantu aBezayo,
Bahamba sengathi'Bakhathele, phakathi kwa6o kukhona
umuntu otatanyiswayo sengathi usemdala noma use-
qinile." . .  

Nempela waBukisisa uNomceBo, e6uk1s1sa laBaBantu
aBeza kude. Yena wayekujwayele uku6ona aBantu
Beza kanje 6eqhamuka kude ngoBa wayev_ela eDumbe
lapho izwe linamagcaki, amathant�la-nJe . omhla6�
akhombisa umuntu esekude, uyeza-nJe usehlonyelwe ,
wayesethi uN o'mceBo: · 

"LaBaBantu aBaqhamuka kanje 6angikhumbuza kude
kwelakithi." Washo wathula wafiphalisa amehlo, w�­
thatha ibayi lakhe -elalilenga limboze amahlon:be nes�­
fuBa sakhe, waliphonsa emhlane, lalenga nJengem1-
nqwamba esiyiBona ithwelwe yizifundiswa zemfundo,
imiBala6ala emalunda. Wo ! Lomnqwamba ziwuthwala
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izintokazi zikaZulu uzifanele ngoBa phela ziyizihlandla­
kazi, zihamba zibidle uBone kudlala amatheBe. Uzweke 
ukuthi wafika kwaZulu, noma izwe seloniwa yizinyoni 
ezimhlophe ezaBikwa yiLembe. 

Wathi ukulenze njalo ibayi wafikelwa ukuthukuthela 
koBuhle; uBuso Bakhe Bakhanya ilanga, negazi Iakhe 
lagijima imithambo yonke yakhe yomzimba, waBukeka 
njengotshani BehloBo oBuluhlaza Bufumuka utalagu 

ekuseni lap ho ilanga lithatha ukushisa; waphenduka 
waBamuhle njengamanzi ommfula eBusuku eshanelwa 
unyezi ekhanga iqakala lamafu amhlophe. WakuBona 
lokhu uMaloza wasondela kuyena wamBamba nga­
zandla zozimbili wathi, 

"Kodwa umuhle NomceBo !" 
UNomceBo wathula .. Mhlawumbe akezwanga lento 

ekhulunywa uMaloza. Wasuka kuphela wathi: 
"Uyazi ukuthi kwelakithi siBaBona nj alo a Bantu .Be­

qhamuka kanje. ABanye Beza seBezihola seBekhathele 
yindlela ey'eBabatini; aBanye Basuke Bethunywe nga­
makhosi akwaZulu Beyofuna imithi nezinyamazane 
eSwazini nakwaMjantshi. Ilanga lalinje mhla ngiBona 
umfowenu uMalambule, Maloza. Ilanga lalinje." 
Washo umoya wakhe wakhathala, wayesemdonsela 
phansi, uMaloza seBehlala phezu kwesidindi esikhulu 
sotshani. Wathula lapho seBehleli phansi kwaze kwa­
khuluma uMaloza. 

"Pho usufuna ukugoduka yini? Unesizungu lap ha 
kwelakithi? " 

"Qha anginasizungu ngaleyondlela oyishoyo, Maloza. 
Kodwa inhliziyo yami ikhumbula ilanga mhla sihamba 
nomfowethu uZazini siyoBuka izinkomo zikaBaBa. 
Ngalelolanga laliyoshona ilanga njengoBa uBona-nje. 
NgamBona umfowenu uMalambule, ngamBona ngam­
thanda kodwa ngangingenakumtshela, ngingensizwa 
yona itshela intombi. Kodwa ngangifnzonda lapho 
engekho phambi kwami, ngoBa ngangimBona sengathi 
umoya wakhe ugcwele ukuthi uvela eBabatini lapho 
kl)khona izintombi zezinhloBo ngezinhloBo." 

"Suka lap ha NomceBo yini yona leyo oyikhulumayo? 

Ingani ngisho eMgundlovana lapha sike siye siziBone 
lezontombi. Ukhuluma ngemicwasimbana lena sengathi 
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ayidli, eseyaqedwa yizi?�wa nezi6ond�o zakoBelu.,r!�u? 

Musa ukungicasula. Ym1 yona leyo-nJe nempela . 
"Ngangimthatha ngaleyondlela." Kus�o- uNomceBo.
"Uphi umfowenu uZazini, ungakanam?" Ku Buza

uMaloza. B dl "Ha suka ungeyiBone insizwa kaBa a, engum ov�,
okuthi nxa sihamba nayo kuthiwe ngiyizenze, no_ma ng1:
ngaka-nje. UngayiBona uzifele, Maloza. An�1mBong1
ngoBa engowakwethu. Hawu umame w��ala. 

"Nami umame wazala kuMalambule. 
Wahleka uNomceBo, wasiphula utshani waBuphotha

ngesandla wayesephendula amehlo ebeka uMaloza
wathi: h I k'th' "Uma kwenzeka ngelinye ilanga siyovakas e a 1 1.
Ngifuna uke uyoBona umfowethu uzidelele ngame�lo.
Uma kwenzeka ngelinye ilanga umfowenu aBuye n?'1�:
gane nawe futhi ngiyokuganisela umfowethu uZazm1. 

"Uyangithanda yini, NomceBo? " 1

"Ye Bo ngiyakuthanda, · Maloza." 
fiaseBesukuma esethi uN omceBo: 
"fiashonephi IaBaBantu eBeBeza laphaya? " 
"Kambe Bashonephi? " 
fiaqalaza yonke indawo kodwa aBaBonanga lu_ tho.

Futhi kwase kuqala ukuhwelela, BaseBeBuya nJalo,
Beqonda ekhaya. UkuBuya kwaBo Bahamba kancane.
SeBeqala ukusondela ngasekha_ya Bahlangana n?Noma­
nzi eza kuBona ehamba nenye rntombazan:i,, waf1ke wa­
qonda kuNomceBo, wamdonsel_a ecelem w�mBamba
ikhanda, wathi ukunyenyeza mto . endleBem yakhe,
wethuka waxhuma uNomceBo wath1: 

"Hheya suka !" 
Wathi uNomanzi,
"Ngiqinisile", washo ekhomba endlini engenhla

yakwa6o Maloza. WaBuye wathi: 
"Nini?" 
Wathi uNomanzi: 
"Khona manje."
fiasuka lapho Bathatha izinyawo Baqonda ��indlini

zaBo, ngoBa uMaloza lo nentombazana le eyay1flke no-
N omanzi Base Benyamalele, Baqonda emakwaBo. . 

Lapho efika endlini kwa6o uMaloza wafumamsa
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kugcwele a6antu wamangala ukuthi yini. Kodwa wa.­
Bona unina eshesha eletha amanzi ashisayo. Wathi 
lapho e6ukisisa wa6ona noMaphulane nenye indoda. 
Kwathiwa yena makaphume nempela waphuma. Endlini 
kwakuthotshwa uyise efika esezithwele evela enkantolo 
eMgundlovana. Nguye Io o6e5onwa nguNomceBo no­
Maloza eqhamuka na6antu Bemtatamisa ekushoneni 
kwelanga. Phakathi kwala6a5antu kukhona noMala-
mbule. 

Kuthe uku6a kufike noMaphulane naye enze iza6a 
kwa6a yikhona 5ephefumulayo na6antu endlini. Yiyo 
lenkathi lapho uMalambule naye waphuma phandle 
waya elawini ku6afowa5o. Wathi ephuma-nje waye­
nqakwa ngumfowa5o uChithumuzi wathi kuye: 

"Wasithumake mfo,vethu entombini ! Saku6ona 
mf ana omdala !" Washo 5axha wulisana; lap ho seku­
g-cwele Bonke a6afowa5o a5a6ephume inqina kaN o­
rnce6o, Bagcwala 5em5ungaza a6anye se6ekhwela 
ngisho nasemahlombe. .6ethi: 

"Nithi nguye ngempela uMalambule, akudlozi lakhe 
kodwa ?" 

A5anye 5athi: 
"Nguye ngempela." 
.6ase5emdonsa 5eya naye ngasela·wini kodwa yena 

wathi: 
"Qha ake ningiyeke 5afowethu anginakungena 

endlini, ngidle nokudla. U5a5a usengitshelile ukuthi 
intombi yami ilapha. Kunjalo madoda ?" 

Waphendula uMasimini wathi: 
"Sa5uya nayo sayithi qatha lapha, ngifunga uZokwe­

nzani wakwethu." 
.6onke 5afunga odadewa5o waze wahleka naye uMa­

lambule. Wayesethi uChithumuzi: 
"Sengiyayilanda woza Malambule, uzofika ume 

laphaya ecaleni." 
Nempela wangena uChithumuzi elawini Iawodade­

wa5o wafika waqhwe5a uNomce5o, elawini. Kodwa 
yena akathandanga. Wathi lapho emthinta ngengalo 
wamuzwa eqhaqhazeia·ngenxa yokwesa5a nokwethuka. 
U5uso 5akhe 5onke 5agcwala amahloni. Waku5ona 
lokhu uChithu 1uzi wathi: 
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"Woza dadewethu umfowethu usefikile, nangu 
phandle ufuna ukuku5ona." Kodwa uNomce5o wazi­
ndezindela amadolo enzima uku5a asukele phezulu aye 
kuMalambule ngo5a nakhu wayesefikile. Wahlala 
phansi eduze kwakhe uChithumuzi wamncenga uku5a 
aphume kodwa yena wafikelwa amahloni wala uno­
mphelo. Kuthe esamncenga kwezwakala izwi selime­
meza uChithumuzi, wasa5ela waphuma. Uthe esathi 
thayithayi efuna uMalambule, wangam5ona wayesethi 
nqamanqa nomfana lo om5izayo wathi kuyena: 

"UMalambule use6uyele emuva laphaya l-apho ku­
gula khona u5a5a, u5uye wa5izwa. Manje u5a6a usesi­
funa sonke siqoqane kuyena, useyayalela." 

"Hha wu uthini mfana?" 
"N giqinisile", kusho umfana. 
Kwa5a ukungena kwakhe endlini uChithumuzi wayo­

tshela odadewa5o lenda5a ayizwa ngalomfana. .6ala­
lela izinhliziyo za5o zangenwa uvalo, 5ashaqeka-nje. 
Waphuma uChithumuzi wagijima waye wafi.ka lapho 
uyise ekhona, wangena wahlala phansi eduzane kuka­
Malambule. Endlini lapha kwasekugcwele onina 5e­
zindlu ngezindlu, 5ehlezi 5ethimbile. Umnumza:ne 
wayelele phansi egquma ocansini. N omfo kaMaphulane 
naye wayekhona ehlezi e5uka. 

Kuthe uku5a angene qede uChithumuzi wathi uyise: 
"Malambule !" 
W esa5ela uMalambule. 
"Sengifikile ekhaya na?" 
Wathi uMalambule: 
"Sewufikile ngempela ekhaya, 5a6a." 
Kwa5uye kwathula endlini, nomlilo kwa5a sengathi 

nawo uyacirna, amalahle awohlokela phakathi, wasuka 
omunye wawomame wawuchwa5aza, wa5eka isigodo 
phezu kwawo, wathunqa intuthu, kwasuka omunye 
futhi umame waqonda. ngasemnyango wathi ukuvula� 
kwashaya umoya, nentuthu yaphakama. Yaphakama 
yanamathela phezulu ezi-ntungweni zophahla, yangena 
phakathi koqunga, yashuma, yanyamalala, kwaseku5a­
ngcono endlini. 

Wa5uye wanyakaza uyise kaMalambule wathi ma-
5amphakamise, 5amsingathe . .6enze njalo. Wakhuluma. 
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"Uma niqinisile ukuthi ngisekhaya lapha 6aphioMandangwana, noSomgcuyana, noMagebuza?"
.Basho 6onke onina kaMalambule 6athi:
"Sikhona 6a6a."
Wayesekhuluma futhi esethi:
"Manje sengi6ona ukuthi sengiyahamba. Ngiya

��Sh_aka am�qhawe amadala. Ngiyezwa kukhala ihawu
1zms_1zwa z1hla6elela zizwana amandla. Ezindle6eni
zam1 ngizwa izinsizwa imikhonto ithi khencence nezi­
wombe, kuqutshulwa izaga zawo6a6amkhulu �ama­
qhawe engiwezwa ngenda6a." Wathi ukusho lokho
nge_zwi elikhameleleyo, nomoya omncane, wayese6uye
eth1,

. "�g_inikeni umutsha wami ngigqoke, sengiyahamba
nm?"m1ke konke okwami kokuhlo6a, ngiyazizwa izaga 
sez1sondele nezigi zingivala izindle6e, sengiyahamba.';

Washo njalo maqede wasukuma, wagxuma, noMala­
mbule na6afowa6o 6ethuka 6athi ukumphasa ngezi­
ngalo. .6awuzwa umzimba wakhe uthamba njenge­
ndwa!1�u, ukhithikela ezingalweni za6o, 6ase 6em6amba
�e1?1q1msa, 6emphakamisa 6am6eka phansi. Yalala
rns1zwa endala. Yalala lo6o6uthongo o6ayihlanganisa
namaqha we oShaka kaSenzangakhona na woM vundlana
kaMenziwa. Mhlawumbe phakathi kwalo6o6uthongo
wa6ona into kaMancinza

"Amagcino kaZulu.'' 

Wayi6on� u6uso 6ayo 6uphenduka njengenkwazi
kuzoduma 1zulu. Mhlawumbe wahlangatshezwa yizi­
nsizwa ezafela imali yamakhanda oSikhotha kaZizwe
kwaQwa6e.

"Umahambanga!Juyi, 
Umafel'ezizweni ngokufel'izizwe,
Uthambo alaziwa nayizintandane zikaZizwe.
OkaZizwe u!Jengaxauene namuntu
U!Je!Juz'um!Juzo kwauamhlophe
Ngemali yamakhanda." 

Wa6ona noMeseni kaMusi:
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"UMmemezi wempi 
Ngaphakathi oSuthu, 
lnkonjan'encane kaMje/!Jeli 
Ekhale laze langomutsha wendoda; 
!sihluthu sensizwa singumthuseli 
Esathusela amantombazana eyogeza: 
AKWA0ANDA0A ZALUTHO." 

Yalalake insizwa endala, kwadlula izinsuku ezi­
mbili Bayitshala, 6ayitshala emanxiweni awoyisemkhulu.
Ilanga Iona la6e liphuma lishona njengemihla namala­
nga. N oMalambule nguyena kanye noyisekazi owahla6a
inkomo yokwehliswa kukayise, kwathi emva kwesikha­
thi wa6ageza izandla 6onke a6a6ekhona emngcwatsheni
kayise.

Kuso sonke lesisikhathi wayesemnyama engathandi
ngisho nokum6ona uNomce6o. Ngokwempela wayesem­
khohliwe. Kodwa emva kokugeza izandla waya ukom­

. 6ona uNomce6o. .6aphuma 6o6a6ili Baya 6ahlala nga­
phandle komuzi 6axoxa eza6o.

"Angikholwa", kusho uN omce6o. "Kimina sengathi
ngisephusheni. Noma silapha-nje · sihleli sengathi
kuzofika umuntu futhi azoku6iza sahlukane.''

• Wathi uMalambule:
"Qha. Sekugc'ine kugcinile. Uma kuvela okunye

sekuyofica a6anye. Mina qha."
"Angizwa ukuthi uthini uma usho njalo", kusho uNo-

mce6o.
"Ngisho ngo6a mina ngiyahamba.''
"Uhamba uyaphi?"
Wathi uMalambule: "Indawo yami ayikho lapha.

Uku6·aleka kwami eMpanza ngingathandi ukuyogqe­
keza, ngiya6ona ukuthi akunantethelelo ku6antu 6a-
kithi.'' · . 

"Ukhuluma inda6a nxa usho njalo. Nami noma ngi­
ngumuntu wesifazane-nje, nginamehlo ngiya6ona. Ne­
zindle6e zami zivulekile. Kodwa musa ukuhamba ngo-
kunyelela, ngo6a mina ungangishiyaphi? ".

"Nginga6uya ngizokulanda futhi."
"Hhawu qha, usufuna ku6uye kungiphinde okwase­

Dumbe ungishiye futhi? '.'

, 
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Washo emthela ngemvula yezinyembezi, enamathela 
kuyena ngomoya wokuncenga. · 

"Angiyi6oni enye indlela yokuthi ngingaphunyuka 
kanjani kula6a6antu, Nomce6o." 

"Uyafuna ngikunike owami umqondo? '' 

Wathi uMalambule: 

"Ye6o woza nawo lowomqondo." 

"Uyazi ukuthi nami kunzima uku6a ngingaphindela 
ekhaya lika6a6a, ·okungenani ngingezi nomyeni wami 
weqiniso? Okuhle uku6a u6ize a6afow.enu u6atshele 
kahle, 6ese u6achazela phakathi zonke izinkomo zefa 
lika6a6a njengo6a esengekho, wena uthathe lezo •ongase 
uzitli'engise uthole imali sihambe." 

"Sizohamba siyephi?" 

"Ingani wena uvela eMgundlovana? .Bakhona a6antu 
o6aziyo lapho. Siyofika khona siyose6enza phansi 
kwa6elungu, emapulazini noma khona lapho edolobeni. 
Uma sindawonye, nalapho sesiphuma sesiphiwe a6a­
ntwana, kuyosithokozisa uma sindawonye." 

UMalambule waphendula amehlo akhe wawabekisa 
kuNomce6o. Amehlo agcwele ukumangala nokuthokoza 
uku6a kanti uNomce6o uthule-nje umqondo wakhe 
uca6anga izinto eziningi ezi6alulekile. Wam6amba nge­
sandla wasizwa siqhaqh�zela, wayesemangala ukuthi 
kanti lomqondo uphumaphi lo, uNomce6o okade ewu­
khuluma uma kanti eyigwala kangango6a eqhaqhazeli- · 
swa ukuthintwa isandla sakhe-nje kuphela. Wayengazi 
uMalambule ukuthi umqondo awuphumi emzimbeni 
womuntu, futhi awuphumi ekuthambeni kwezandla 
namehlo, kodwa uphuma e6u-chosheni 6omuntu nase­
mca6angweni. Ngakhoke wayesekhuluma esethi: 

· "Usungikhumbuza into enkulu. Akuswelekile noku6a
ngize ngithathe ngisho nayinye yezinkomo zika6a6a

ngo6a nemali enga6uya nayo le eBabatini angikayithinti 
nokuyithinta.· Ihleli njengo6a yayinjalo." 

Emva .kwalokho 6asukuma, uMalambule waxhawula, 
noN omce6o wasi6amba isandla sikaMalambule sengathi 
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akakholwa kahle ukuthi angeke amshiye. .Bahlukana 
uNomce6o waqonda elawini lezintombi noMafambule 
waqonda elawini lezinsizwa la6afowa6o. Kwathatha 
izinsuku ezithize umkhaya wahlangana noMalambule 
wayendlala inda6a yakhe koyise 6onke 6ephelele, kanye 
na6afowa6o. .Bamangala kakhulu ukuthi angathi eyi­
nkosana ashiye umuzi kayise aphume ayozula emazweni 
angaziwayo. 

Omunye wawoyise wathi: 

"Lomfana sewadliswa ngamathe a6elungu." 

UMalambule wathi: 

"Qha 6a6a, uyaphosisa akunjalo." 

Omunye wathi: 

"Kodwa ani6oni yini nina ukutlii lentombi Jena elapha 
ekhaya yiyo lena e6anga lokho." 

Lelo laphendulwa nguChithumuzi wathi: 

"Yini uku6a ninganqumi inda6a yomfowethu nilokhu 
nifunana nembangi yokufuna kwakhe ukuhamba lapha 
ekhaya. Yayikhona lentombi eMpanza mhla ehlamu­
kayo uMalambule? Khona uku6a amathe a6elungu wa­
wadla uMalambule, akukhona okuhle ku6e nguyena 
ozoca6a indlela yenhlalo yethu namuhla njengo6a sesa­
hlulwe-nje?" 

Wathukuthela lo· omunye uyise wathi: 

"Thul a wen a wazini uyingane-nj e?" 

Wathi uChithumuzi: 

"Ngazi ukuthi nami ngiyamvumela uMalambule. Nje­
ngo6a ehamba-nje nami ngi6opha imithwalo kanye na-ye. 
Sesikhathele. A6antwana 6a6antu Balele eNkandla nase­
Mome-nj e, 6enga6uyiswanga nasemakhaya, neminye 
imizi ivaliwe ayisenakuphinde ivulwe, kungenxa yezi­
inpikeleli ezinjengani 6o6a6a. Thina siyahamba." 

"U6unga6uya uthini lokhu nawe ulandela sona leso. 
Ingani nansi intombi ilapha ekhaya nakuwe izokuthu­
.mba", kusho uyise. 
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".6engifuna Iona Ielo nj alo", kusho uChithumuzi, 
wayephuma: umuzi wachitheka njengegama Iakhe. 

Kwasa 6e6opha Bechitheka oMalambule noChithumu­
zi nezintombi za6o. Piiakathi kwa6o kwangena uMa­
Ioza, uMaphulane wa6a nguyise wa6o. Kwaphunywa 
kwaqondwa esiLungwini. Ku6ona amaqhawe ayizolo, 
kwakungawayizolo; okudlule kwakudlule. Amaqhawe 
kwakungamathumbu kaZulu, oBambatha kaMancinza 
na6anye; Bona Baphuma 6ayo6a ngamazi6ulo kaZulu 
esiLungwini, nempucuko. 

Yini eyayingaBavimbela-nje nempela? 

... 
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