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NOMKHOSI KA6A6A 

ISOSHA SOKWENANELA 

Ngikuthandela ufJumnyama fJakho 
OfJunjengokuh!wa kofJusuku, 
OfJukhanyis'amehlw 'amakati: 
Lawomehlo ngawakho Nomkhosi. 

A_ "l Ngikuthanda ngesifufJa sakho 
't-"-"'-'"' Esipha}iel'usapho lwakwethu 

Ngo/Jis'olumhlophe kuneliqhwa: � 
lqhwa ngufJuhle fJakho 7vomkhosi. 

Ngikuthanda laph'usukhuluma 
Sengath'ukhathele kausathandi, 1 , � s Namehlw'akh'enduluza phakathi � i.,,.,t.L. 
Emathunzini ezin1ioph'ezinde. (ul,.. l.t,v•� 1 J 
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NgifJon'ufJuhle fJezintokazi 
ZakwaZul'ekade za hohleka 
Zafa; ngifJufJona fJunya__zima 
Njengon!f_azi lusit!}we zintafJa. 

Ukugqishazela kwakh 'uhamba 
Ukhathaz'insizw 'iyokweshela, 
lkudlule qed'ikujeqeze 
lkufJuk 'ikhal'ezimaconsi. 

Ngikuthandela unwel'ekhanda 
Oluyimamb 'emnyama yehlathi 
lzifJulunge ngemihluhluwe 
lcwefJezela njengamafutha. 

N githa_nj 'amaziny 'akh 'anetsako 
AhlofJ1s umlomo njengentefJe 
YezizifJa zamanz'o Thukela: 
Sengathi kawudli nakudla. 

Ngikuthanda nangezandla zakho 
Engathi kaziliphath'igeja 
Zigez'afJantwana fJaka Nandi 
AfJaqhakaz'ufJuhle njengawe. 

Ngikt:-tha1:da ngakho konke kwakho 
Nam1 ngikukhonze kusengathi 
Kawuzalwan¥a kulomhlafJathi .
Wehla ngezitulu zamaZulu. 



Is an dul e la 

Lenda5a engiyibala kulencwadi namhla, yinda5a 
engayitshelwa u5a5a ngisemncane kakhulu. La 
encwadini kangiyibalile njengo5a ngayitshelwa ngo5a 
nga5e iyisinqamu esingenakugculisa muntu. U5a5a 
wangitshela yona wangi5ekela igumbi lalencwadi nga­
magama aka Nomkhosi no Nsikana. La5a5antu nge­
mpela Bake 5aphila eMvoti. UNomkhosi lo kuyiqiniso 
ukuthi watholwa ku5alekwa, ku5alekelwa impi. Ama­
qiniso alenda5a agcina lapha kuphela. 

Okuningi engikulo5ile, izinto engizithatha laphaya 
nalaphaya, ngaziqhwandela eduze uku5a ziyolise 
inda5a yami ziyenze i5emtoti khona izofundeka. 
Ukuthi umfundisi Gilawoti waenenkosikazi ngenkathi 
ephemba umuzi waseMvoti kungenye yezinto engi­
zakhayo mina ngo5a siyazi phela ukuthi inkosikazi 
yomfundisi yase ifile i5ulawa isifu5a kayizange nje 
nempela iwa5one amaZulu, yafela eBayi. 

Ngalencwadi ngiqonde ukuthonsisela ezincwa­
dini eziyingcosana zesiZulu esezibalwe yithin� sizwe 
sakwaZulu, njengezawo Fuze, noMafukuzela, noDlo­
mo, noMpanza, noZungu, noNtuli, noMdonswa, no 
Mdladla-Mbatha, na5anye enginga5aziyo. Ngiyethe­
mba ukuthi nayo iyosiphonsa isandla njenge Nkondlo 
kaZulu engiyibale ngonyaka odlule. 

Lencwadi yahla5ana phesheya empikisanweni 
eyayenziwe a5e "International Institute of African 
Languages and Cultures, London", ngonyaka ka 1933. 
Ithe ukuBa i5uye kuyiyona yodwa e5eke induku e5a­
ndla ya\andelwake ezinye ezanikwa amaduduza 
(c_onsolat1on prizes) ngase ngiyiBuyekezela uku5a
1cmdezelwe njengo5a seniyi5ona nje. 
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Ekucindezelweni kwayo ngiBonga aBeMonastery 
eMariannhill ngokuyithatha lencwadi ezandleni zaBo 
Bathi Bazoyicindezela Bona ngezindleko zaBo. Kuyi­
nto enkulu Ieyo kimina. 

NgiyamBonga kakhulu umhloli omkhulu wezikole 
"Malcolm" owayifunda yonke Iencwadi ngisayibale 
ngesandla emva kokuBa i6uye phesheya, wakhomba 
naye akukhombayo, saBonisana naye wazewangitho­
Iela aBanye aBelungu aBaseBezinikela kimina ukuBa 
6.ayithathe lencwadi, kanti nakhu sengilungise naBa­
cindezeli Base Mariannhill. Lokhu kunginike isiBindi 
kakhulu ukuBa nangomuso ngiphinde ngeleke enye 
incwadi. 

Sengi6onga owakwami uMa NxaBa, engangibala 
ngibale ngilahlele kuye, yena aphikise okungaye 
ngendlela anginike umqondo wakhe kokunye, yaze 
incwadi yaBal]yilokhu eyikhona manje. 

Groutville B. W. V. 

January, 28, 1935. 

NOMA NINI 

/SAHLUKO I. 

Lalisathule izwe izikhulu eziphakeme zakwaZulu 
zihleli esithangamini zithamele ·1anga eMgungundlovu. 
Kwakukhona oMondise kajoBe, noNdlela kaSo­
mpisi indunankulu kaDingana, noLunguza kaMpu­

kane, noSivivi kaMaqungo naBanye Bokhetho. Khona 
Bengezukuzwakala into aBayixoxayo Bahlala ngase­
zintangweni ezincikene nezindlu zamaButho ngoBa 
wona ayengekho, eyohlasela. Usekhuluma uMondise 
ethi: 

"Qha madoda, sekuphethe esinye isandla namu­
hla, izinto kazisahamBi njengakuqala. Ngiyafisa ukuBa 
ngiqonde ukuthi yini imbangi yalenhlambanhlamba 
yalomBuso kaZulu. Ngikhuluma nje kanginankululeko 
funa omunye wenu angithwale, ngiyathi ngilele se­
ngizwa umkhonto ungithunga nocansi." Uyaphendula 
uLunguza uthi, 

"YiBo ondunankulu laBa aBangasitshela ukuthi 
inkosi Bayiyekelani igcwaneka." 

"Uqinisile wena ka Mpukane, sitshele Ndlela, 
sitshele ukuthi kukhonani Iapha," kusho uSivivi. 

"NgiyesaBa ngoBa ngangikhona mhla kwaDukuza 

inkosi i6ulala umfowaBo amaButho egiya kujatshulwa 
kanti yena ulakhile iceBo naBafowaBo. UZulu waqale 
wathi, wo, hhiya, ingozi umntanenkosi uBengaBe 
umBulalelani umfowaBo engenazwi naye na? Zavela 
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izihlakaniphi khona eseBusa nje uDingana lo osekho­
hlwe yithi, zavela izihlakaniphi zaBuza kuMhlangana, 
wayichaza indaBa yonke kuzona," kukhuluma uMo­
ndise. 

"Kawuzwanga ytm mhla egwaza uMhlangana 
laphaya ogangeni lomuzi, ukuthi uMhlangana wa­
mdalula waneka amanyala ka Dingana ?" 

"Wathini na ?" KuBuza uNdlela kuSivivi. "Wathi 
umkhonto lo, owavela phezulu (njengoBa thina sitshe­
lwa) wawudedelwe ngaBomu uDingana khona uzo­
wela esifuBeni sikaShaka awe khona lapho angavuki. 
Ingani phela kwathi la kuthiwa makuyekwe ukusina 
kwamaButho, ngoBa inkosi isilimele, uDingana no­
MBopha noMhlangana Bathi Bona inkosi kayilimele, 
kakuqhutshwe phambili?" 

"YeBo siyaBona," kusho aBanye. 

WaqhuBeka uSivivi wathi, "lngani phela uShaka 
waBaBiza aBafowaBo endlini kusa ngakusasa ekuseni 
ngaphambi kokuBa afe, waBaBiza kukhona naBanye 
Belalele, waBaqalekisa, eBikezela nangezinyoni ezi­
mhlophe ezizayo, ezizothatha uZulu wonke ziwuBuse 
ziwenze izigqili na? lngani washo uShaka wathi 
aBelungu Bayofika, uyaBaBona Beza ngamanzi, noku­
thi Bangeke Bali Buse aBafowaBo ?" 

6athula Banke kwaBa sengathi Bavalwe imilomo, 
kanti Bagutshuzelwe imicaBango yaBo Banke BeBona 
ikhono uDingana aBapbethe ngalo. Wakhuluma 
uNdlela wathi. "SengiyaBona madoda ukuthi kanti 
inkosi yenziwa yini ukuBa namaBunu lawa yawaBu­
lala ngolunya olungaka nje ngani. YeBo Zulu niya-
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khuluma nami kangazi isigcino sami kuloluBishi lo­
mBuso." 

"Uma sekungaBaza nina Ndlela, nina enisenga 
umBele onoBisi wemazi yakwaZulu, pho thina Bantu­
kazana siyothi siphi Besiphi ?", kuBuza uLunguza. 

"Usho njalo Lunguza, usho ngoBa ungazi. Ka­
wazi yini ukuBa ngenkathi inkosi iBulala Banke aBa­
kwaBo ixosha Banke aBakhala isililo sikaShaka mina 
ngavikela uMpande ngathi makangaBulawa ngoBa 
eyincekencekana, eBulawa umchoBoka na ?" 

"Y eBo siyazi wen a kaSompisi wavika was ho 
nokusho ukuthi lokhu phela uMpande uyena onenzalo 
kakufanele aBulawe, futhi uyisilimana akanakuBangisa 
inkosi," kusho uMondise. 

"Kodwa phela nawe kaSompisi wawuBona 
ukuthi uMpande unonele phakathi okwendlazi yehlo­
zi," ku phendula omunye owayelalele. "Yini ngoBa 
silapha nje yena sizwa ngosizwile ukuthi usathe nye­
lele waya ngasesilungwini, kuBe nalapho esilungwini 
singamazi umuntu angase ayekuye ngaphandle kwa­
Belungu." 

"Qha, uyaphosisa Zulu uma uthi uMpande nga­
ngimazi ngoBa mina ngangikhulumela okokuBa indlu 
kaSenzangakhona ingapheli ibuqeke ithi nya," ku­
sho uNdlela. 

Sekuphendula uSivivi uthi, "Mina ngiyakholwa 
ukuthi wena kaSompisi wawuBona ngoBa njalo 
umuntu anganifumanisa nihlanganise amakhanda no­
Mpande noma kwenziwani. Akuwena yini omphele­
kezele wamBeka ngaseNyezana, wesaBa ukumfikisa 
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oThukela ngo5a wesa5a izinduna zikaDingana ezi­
hlezi emazi5ukweni ziqaphele 5onke a5awela 5ethu­
tha izinda5a zikaZulu 5eziyisa esilungwini? Ngiqi­
nisile uma ngithi kuwe nokwahlulwa kwempi yenkosi 
eMaqongqo yahlulwa ekaMpande, icala liphezu kwa­
kho." 

"Hawu madoda nakhuluma kanjalo inganti ni­
ya5ona ukuthi inkosi ayisawahlanganisi amehlo, nami, 
ngithi noma ngi5iziwe ngiyikha ngezi5ongo zayo, 
yona inganaki, nodiwo lwayo lwamasi olwalukhothwa 
yimi namuhla selinikezwa oMalambule. Selokhu. 
impi yenkosi yahlulwa eMaqongqo umoya wami ka­
wu khululekile neze." Washo qede uNdlela wachathaza 
ithongwane lakhe wabema wa5uka kude kwa5ase­
ngathi emqondweni wakhe kudlula izikhathi eziningi. 
Wazi5ona wakhumbula esengumfana elangazela uku5a 
aze a5e liqhawe eledlula izinsizwa ayezi5ona zilwela 
uShaka yena esathwala amacansi namagudu nensa­
ngu, eli5utho lezindi5i. Wa5ona isiphosiso sakhe 
uku5a alahle icala lika Dingana ahlangane noMpande, 
ingani uMpande akaNkosi yasizwe. Wayi5ona impi 
yaseMaqongqo eduze noPhongolo inikizana naye 
inhliziyo yakhe ingananeli ukunqo5a kukaDingane 
ingani uyinduna yakhe. Kwa5uya zonke izinkulumo 
za5antu a5ahambe 5ezifafaza phakathi kwezizwe 
zonke zakwaZulu 5ethi, uNdlela lo owa5anga ukwa­
hlulwa kwempi eMaqongqo ngo5a wayiphaka ka5i. 
Wazi5uza wathi konje nga5e lezizinkulumo sezafika 
enkosini ngokushesha okumangalisayo na? Konke 
kwagijima ekhanda lakhe ngemizuzwana nje, wathi 
ethuka ezinye izinduna lezi a5ehlezi nazo zasezimi 
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zikhuleka zithi: "6ayede wena wezulu," kanti zikhu­
lekela inkosi eyayiyochitha ngasothangweni. 

UNdlela wathi ethuka ekhuleka naye wazifuma­
nisa eyedwa izwi lakhe lezwakala njengelembuzi 
ihlwelwe yodwa ihamb'ikhala phakathi komnyama. 
UDingana wam5uka ngamehlo azinsungulo wanga­
qwayiza wa5uza kuphela lom5uzo: 

"Ndlela mfo kaSompisi wena oyinduna yami, 

ngiya5uza ngiti oMaqho5oza 

'UGebuz'izulu, 
UNgogo zafJantu nezezinkomo, 
UMaliwendima kant'uyazalela; 
USehla ngandawana yakhe yedwana, 
UMgwazi weziqhananakazana' 

Uphi na? Ngiyaku5uza ngithi 5aphi na5anye? 
UNdlela waqhaqhazela, wangingiza engazi into 

angase ayiphendule ngo5a inkosi yaqhamuka yamzu­
ma engazelele lutho. Wathi uyaphendula uthi: "Nkosi, 
e-e-e ... " yamnquma ulimi yathi,

"Nala5a ona5o lapha na5o futhi usu5afaka umoya
wokuhlamuka 5athathe um5ango womfowethu uMpa­
nde na? Ngiyaku5uza mfoka Sompisi, uMpande uyo­
kwenzani eSilungwini? Ngesikhathi nehlukana naye 
ngaseNyezane, wena umphelekezela uhamba namanye 
ama5utho ami, utheni kuwe ?" 

Wawaphansi uNdlela ewiswa uvalo, noku5ona 
ukuthi inkosi kanti isiyayazi yonke inda5a yakhe no­
Mpande; aka5uyanga wavuka, aku5anga 5ikho namu­
nye umuntu kwa5a5emi owaca5anga nokulanda 
amanzi amthele, amvuse. Kwathi ngesikade wathi 
ndiyandiya, wavuka wakhuluma wathi: 
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"Wena wohlanga, ngenzeni ngiyisigqili sakho 
nje?" Wathi uyaqhu6eka uDingane wa6uye wam­
nquma ulimi wathi: 

"Wena Lunguza kaMpukane, nawe Sivivi ka­
Maqungo mthatheni nimgoduse, ni6uye ningitshele 
uma inja isikhwehlel'isikhwehlela sokugcina." 

Kwa6anjaloke ukugcina kukaNdlela. Ngenxa 
yoku6a inkosi inganelisiwe ukugoduswa kukaNdlela 
yamema i5andla eMgungundlovu "onduku zi5omvu 
zigcotshwa ngamagaz'ezinsizwa," yayala uku6a 6onke 
a6endlu kaNdlela nalawo ma6utho ahlulwa eMaqo­
ngqo akakwe ngalo6o 6usuku a6ulawe kusale kwa­
Zulu la6o kuphela a6athanda inkosi. Lachitheka 
i5andla layo6ika inda6a kwa6anye noku6a kulolwe 
imikhonto kuthuntuthwe nezihlangu ngo6a kusihlwa 
kuzoshanelwa 6onke a6ophumo lukaMpande. 

A6antu a6aze 6angaya nganhlanye 6engemanzi. 
K wasuka a6anye 6ayohle6ela la6o a6azo6ulawa 6a-
6atshela uku6a 6a6aleke lapho kuthi hwelele. Kwa-
6aleka namanye ama6utho agqa6uka igoda lika Mpa­
nde a6aleka aqonda esilungwini. Kwa6anye kwa6a 
lukhuni uku6a 6a6aleke 6aqonde ngasesizalweni so­
Thukela, ngakhoke 6a6aleka 6edusa umkhondo 6a­
qonda ngaseMgungundlovana 6eqonde uku6a 6ayo­
hlangana noMpande ngaphesheya koThukela kuthi 
noma esephindele emuva, 6asale 6amlandele ezithe­
ndeni zakhe. 

UZulu uma e6aleka naye uxosha konke oku­
ngaphambi kwakhe ngo6a funa kuthi lapho edlula 
e6aleka ngemizi, 6esekuthiwa, la6a a6a6alekayo ama­
gwala odwa. Ngakhoke zonke izizwana ezazakhile 
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kulolonke elibeke eNingizimu zacakazwa ngemikho­
nto zaxoshwa zaweziswa uThukela. 

Kwathi lapho la6a a6a6alekayo se6eluwelile 
uThukela, 6achitha, 6ahlasela eSithundu, naseNonoti, 
naseMthandeni, naseMakhovana 6adlulela phambili · 
kwaMadundu6e 6ehlisa uMvoti enhla nawo ngase­
Hlimbithwa 6aye6agwaza ezihla6athini zolwandle. 

Izwe lalingakakhiwa kungekho namgwaqo, ku­
gcwele amahlathi. Ma uya kulezindawo nanamuhla 
lokhu uyofumanisa kukhona amagqumagquma ayizi­
xho6o anqanyulwa imingenela yoMvoti noThukela, 
6eseku6a izinkangala ezeluleke ama6anga akude 
lapho kungakhuli khona lutho oludliwayo lwasendle 
ngaphandle kwentshungu namahlala namagulukunqa. 
Kukhona imithi yeminga ekhula i6emfishane ilungele 
ukudliwa izimbuzi nezinyamazane .?:asendle, lapha 
kuthi uma ilanga seliphumile kushise inhla6athi phansi 
kuthi lapho uphumule ngaphansi komthunzi, ulele 
ngomhlane isihlangu usi6eke laphaya, uzwe kukhala 
izihlonono zelanga, namaqhwagi, nawovete a6a6iza 
ukushisa. "!Valley of thousand Hills" kwaDedange­
ndlale yilapho iphonse khona isho6a layo lokugcina. Izwe 
elingenzansi ligcwele izinkangala namahlanze, namahla­
thi, ahanjwa yizimamba ezimnyama neziluhlaza; iziwa 
zivuleke ndawozonke kunyi6ilika izimonya eze6uza ma­
hlo6o onke onyaka zinwe6a izikhumba zazo uku6a zi6e 
namandla okugwinya okukhulu. Umuntu kanaku6a 
nasi6indi sokuhamba yedwana ngo6a kulezizindawo 
nanamuhla lokhu, noma sekwambiwa imigwaqo izi­
nda6a zakhona uma zixoxwa kakulalwa kuze kuse 
umuntu ethuka u6ala. 
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Lezindawo zihanjwa a6aphansi nezihushuhushwa­
ne ezathi zihlangana nomunye ku6alekwa empini 
zathi: "Ungi6ona6onephi? 

Wathi owakwaZulu "Ngiku6ona6one khona la­
pha", wathi eqeda okwakuhola okunye okuphambili 
kwamuthi muku ngenhlanekela yempama wavaleka 
umuntu wansondo aka6uyanga wakhuluma. Kwathi 
efulathela kwathi kuye: 

"Uma uhlangana nathi ngelinye ilanga u6othi 
uma siku6uza sithi: Ungi6ona6onephi? Uthi, Ngiku-
6ona6one laphaya, ku-u-de!" Wathi lapho lomuntu 
izinyanga sezamelapha wayixoxa lenda6a. 

Ma ukhuluma kuleziziwa ziya6a6aza, ziwekezele 
sengathi maningi amazwi akhulumayo njengamazwi 
amakhonde, nezinkawu zivela kokwe6a um-mbila. 
Uma umi phezu kwenta6a yakwaMadundu6e lapho 
kwakhe khona manje a6akwaMlawu kaKhuzwayo, 

uyo6ona phansi ulungelunge lwamanzi amhlophe 
aseMvoti ehla eya olwandle, namahlathi amnyama 
akake ugu lweziwa, namasimu aluhlaza omo6a wa­
makholwa endlalekile njengengu6o uyiphonse waye­
ndlala phezu kocansi lwa6elungu umbede. Nasenya­
katho kude le lapho kwaqhamuka khona ama6utho 
kaZulu e6alekela uDingana, uya6ona amanzi oThu­
kela ephefumula ngosizi kunyakaza nemithi yonke 
yamahlathi, eselokhu yanyakaza lokho nanamuhla isa­
nyakaza, noThukela lusagoboza luyogcwalisa ulwa­
ndle, kodwa lu6e lungagcwali. 

Kwaku6aleka wena ndoda, ku6aleka wena 
mfazi; ku6aleka wena nsizwa, ku6aleka wena ntombi; 
kuthi nawe ngane uzi6onele ngogalo wakho emva 

I 

I 
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kukanyoko. Uma ukhathala wawusala khona lapho. 
Nawe ndoda uthando lwenkosikazi yakho lwaluphela . 
lapho ngo6a wawungamkhumbula kanjani owakwakho, 
noma wena nsizwa wawungayikhumbula kanjani 
intokazi yakho uyivikele, u6ona umkhonto u6enyezela, 
negazi li6omvu phambi kwakho? Ingani umuntu uphe­
nduka isilwane anga6oni lutho. Ingani futhi noma 
se6e6uya khona empini 6a6ulawa iqungo a6anye, 
a6anye 6a6ulawe amanxe6a asaphola. Yiyo lento 
eyashonisa o6a6amkhulu Bakhohlwa impucuko no­
kwazi a6a6ezalelwe kukho, na6a6ezalelwe khona 
emazweni akude, eNyakatho lapho imifula ingama­
chi6i khona. 

6adlula 6e6aleka kulezindawo zangaphesheya 
koThukela kwaze kwa6a mini thize lapho sekuhlwe 
kwaphelela. Inyanga yayethwese, nesibakabaka sihla­
nzekile kungeko nafu. Inyanga yayi indilinga 
emhlophe iphuma ngasempumalanga, iqhakaze i6anga 
nezinkanyezi zezulu, imizimba nemiphefumulo ya6antu 
nayo ingenwa usinga oluthize. Kwakuphakathi ko-
6usuku lapho phezu kwegquma okuthiwa iNtu6eni 
kwezwakala intokazi isho ngelincane iphimbo ivurna 
ingorna yezinsizwa zaseMzwangedwa, ikhuluma yo­
dwa ingavunyelwa muntu. Yasho yathi:-

" Vuma uphansi umkhonto wezinsizwa, 
Nesilo sengwalJalJane. Wa ungekho 
Mashiya-Nkomo. Vuma, uphansi 
Umkhonto wezinsizwa." 

6ayilalela a6ayizwayo Bathula Bayilalela njalo 
yaze yazithulela nayo isukwe okwayo. Yathi la ithi
nya, kwa6u6ula izinka6i ezi6ayeni nezinkomazi za-
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khonya zaphendulwa arnathole azo ethornbeni, kwa-
. khonkotha izinja kude sengathi zethusa a6athakathi; 

arnaqhude akhohliseka athi sekuyasa nawo akikiliga 

achwaza kuzozonke izigodi zaseNtu6eni, rnhlawurnbe 
urnsindo wawo wathathana waze wafika esilungwini­
kasazi izinto ezinjengalezi kaziqondwa. Urnoya wa­
wurnnandi uvurnelana nenyanga nezinkanyezi, nezi­
hlonono zornhlaBathi zazinswininiza ziBonga uMdali 
wazo ngenxa yokudla ezikutholile ngalelo langa. 
Ngarnafuphi, yonke into yayenarnile ithakazela uku­
phila kwayo ernhla6eni. lkhona into ekhulunywa 

a6adala Bathi: Urna kwehlakala ukukhala kwezilwane 
ngaloluhlo6o kusuke ku6ika urnhlola. Okwezinja 
ngisho naka lokhu nje kusho ukuthi kuleyo rnizi la­
pho zishaye khona urnkhulungwane norna zakhonko­
tha kanyekanye kuzophurna isidurnbu. Urna izinko­
rno zi6u6ula kanyekanye nenyanga yethwese kusho 
irnpi. Kukhalelwa la6o a6ancelisayo, na6ayizinku6ele, 
na6agulayo ngo6a yi6ona a6asala phansi ngaloBo 
Busuku, Bayaqarnba Bayavuka sekuthe nya, kwakhala 
ibungane, indlala isithe be, kungekho nokhala kuye 
kukhaleke. 

Kwathi ngokuhlwa okulandelayo phakathi kwa­
rna6ili kwezwakala ukukhala kwawornarne 6ethwele 
izandla ernakhanda : ukukhala okunornunyu kukho, 
kornuntu ongenakuzisiza, eqedwa isilwane sasendle 
sirnehla ngaphezulu, sirndwengula. lzigi zagcwala 

izinta6a zonke, zarnadoda, nazinsizwa zi6aleka, Besho 
a6anye Bethi, "ingene" a6anye Bethi, "luhlangene, 
uyadela wena opharnbili, uze ungizwele, sengiyoku­
Bika kornarne nakurnantornbazana ekhaya." Ernizini 
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yakwa Qwa6e eyayakhe ngaseNtuBeni kwa6a\eka

ornfo kaMzirnba, nawo H\onono:

UD!omo khul'emini kithina Mayangeni

· EJ!omo waseMhlathuze, Nondaeomkulu.

Sinikina singampongo yembuzi,
Yona id/a umunga yeyame ngomthole.

I nq' efim/!Jomb' elintus'umlomo
Linganga mathole asekhaya konina
Sibene singangoNqumela, singango Ngqeshe
Mavundla kalugoloza,
Wena wakoNjomane yenkosi
f njoman'eyaduk'iminyakanyaka,
y aeuy' iz' ekhaya isipheth'umthantikazana:
Mhlong'omkhulu, Mhlongo kaNgqeshe.

ABanye oNgqedana kanye narnaMboza uMa­
khwatha kaGovu no6antuka6ezwa wakwaMvuyane 
ikhehla elaliyirnpandla, 6a6aleka u6usuku Bonke 
u6uthongo 5enga6azi, 6eshurna arnahlathi, Bewela 

irnifula, engekho phakathi kwa6o osakhurnb�la nga­
makhosikazi akhe ukuthi a6aleke abekaph1. Nge­
nkathi Behlukana arnakhosikazi nezingane Bawayala 

Bathi makayoqonda esilungwini awele enhla noMvoti 
njengo6a irnpi yayilandela Bona 6esilisa a6a6aleka 

Baya enzansi noMvoti. 

K wathi kusa kuthi nwi, Ba Be wa6ona arnanxiwa 

omuzi kaShaka uDukuza, e6onakala kude ngarna­
gceke amhlophe. Lathi selizophakama ilanga se6e­
sondelene noDukuza Bahlala phansi eMbozamo nga­
phansi kwemikhiwane, nemithole, nerningarnanzi, Ba­
qala ukuxoxaxoxa 5e6uzana nangerniphako. Se6e-
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hlel_i phansi Bebema nogwayi BaBona umfuqulwane 
uth1we khahla. 6asondela BecaBanga ukuthi ngase-, 
kuBe umhlola, Bafumanisa umntwana wentombazana 
eBekiwe, eshiywe negula, nencumbe, nomcaBana 
omncane kanye nembeleko. U6antukaBez�a wathi: 
"lomntwana sizomenzenjani, engokaBani yen a na ?" 
Waphendula wathi uMakhwatha "sengathi ngiyamBo­
na, akusuyenje owomfo wase6athenjini?" Lokhu 
phela waeBazi aBafo Baka Mthayi kaLubozo wase-
6athenjini wathi u6antukaBezwa, "qha wethu kaku­
�uye, �,hiya sihambe siz _othinta okungathintw;, kanti
1lun:ibo. �w�B_a lukhum kuMakhwatha ingani wae­
sez1caphumle 1z1khali zakhe esefulathela, waphenduka 
wezwa sekukhala ngezwi elincane wakuBuka, wa­
khum�ula aBantwana Bakhe aBaBaleke ngayizolo, 
engaz1 nokuBa uyoBuya aBaBone yini; uBuso Bakhe 
Bagcwala amahloni, wamthatha umntwana wamkhwa­
xela ehlombe wahamba naye njengomntanakhe, wa­
c�phuna amaklwa akhe, newisa, nesihlangu, waBaleka 
niengoBa BaseBeyikhomba eduze impi. 

6afika kwaDukuza BaBeka amatshe esivivaneni 
Bakhuphukela emanxiweni akwaDukuza lapho Bathi 
ukukhumbula amadlozi, Bamqaphuza uShaka Bekhu­
luma namathambo akhe phansi kwehlozi, Bezwa kuthi 
gidi isiBindi, Banyathela Bedlula seBeqonde eNtsha­
wini ephakathi noMvoti noDukuza. Bathe Bethi kha­
phaca ngaphesheya Bavukelwa amaboxongwana ezi­
nsizwa aBajaha i6angana, kwathi sekuya emhosheni 
owehlela eMvoti okuthiwa iNgudwini, lapho kwakhe 
khona aBafo Baka Manombe wakwaZungu, BenoMa­
hlasela wakwaNtuli, BaBona izinyanda zotshani zimi-
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swe ngezihloko Bazishutheka phakathi. Ukungena
kwaBo kuzo Bagaqa phansi Bavula utshani eziqwini
BaBuye BaBuvusa ngemuva khona umzila ungenaku­
Bonakala. SeBezithe shuthe, afike amaboxongwane
athi: "wo, siyaniBona ningene lapho kulezozithungu
zesiqunga. Mshaye, nanguya lo oBeBelethe impaka
emhlane. Wo, kengikuthole wena mpandlana, yeka
mina kaBaBa". 5aseBethi khimilili BeBukana, BaseBe­
phikisana inkani, kodwa uMakhwatha no6antukaBe­
zwa kaBezwanga ukuthi lezozinsizwa zazithini. 5ase­
Befuna ukuphuma BaBaleke, kwasekukhala umntwana 
emhlane, wamthatha wamvala umlomo. lzinsizwa 
zethuka zithi ukhala emhosheni owenyusa umfula 
iNgudwini, zaphuthuma zafica impunzi nesixhumo 
sayo iphuza, zayisukela zicaBanga ukuthi Bekuyisi­
xhumo lesi eBesikhala. Naziya zikhohlwa uMakhwa­
tha no5antukaBezwa, sezixosha inyamazane. Ngenxa 
yokwethuka amakhehla akaBuyanga esavuka lapho 
kwahlwa kwathi phakathi koBusuku yaphuma futhi 
inyanga BayiBuka iphuma olwandle iBomvu iyindilinga 
njengesigaxa seBomvu liyotatshelwa isibuda sezinke­
hli. 6ayi6uka Bathula Bangakhuluma. Egqumeni eli­
ngaphesheya Bezwa kunqenqeza insimbi yethusi Ba­
kohlwa ukuthi eyani. 6azeBalala emva kokuBa 
urnntwana aphiwe nguMakhwatha incumbana eyayi­
sasele, Bazumeka Baphupha BeBaleka Begwazwa yi­
mpi, omunye eBaleka waze waphuma ezithungwini 
zotshani, waphaphama kanti sekusile. Waphuthuma 
wavusa uMakhwatha. 

6awu6ona umuzi wamakholwa ononhlevu laBa 
phela aBathi Befika a6efundisi 6ona Ba6a oNgo6engi-
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shiyiwe ekukholweni, kwaNkosisihlangene. Basuku­
ma Bathintitha iziphuku zaBo Bahamba Bawela uMvoti 
Bakhuphukela kwamnumzane (umfundisi) uGilawoti 
Beyokhuleka. Bafika Banikwa indawo enhla noMvoti 
Bakha. Okokuqala Bahlala nje exhiBeni BeBeke udleBe 
ngamakhosikazi aBo, kwaze kwathi langathize Bayi­
zwa indaBa yawo Bahamba Bawalanda ngaseNyanga­
nye lapho izidlwangudlwangu zaziwavimbele khona 
ziwephuca okuncane awayekuphethe. Bahloma Ba­

Buya nawo naBantwana. UMakhwatha noBantukaBe­
zwa Bakha imizi ezwanayo kakhulu. Intombazana le 
aBaBeyitholile yakhula, yagqoka kodwa isakhula imfu­
n?iso yamakholwa kayiyithandanga njengoyise aBa­
y1tholayo. UMakhwatha wayiqamba igama wathi 
"UNomkhosi", ngoBa wayithola eBaleka eBalekela 
uDingane, kuhlatshwa umkhosi eNtuBeni. UMakhwa­
tha lo waengakaBi nanzalo noma waesemdala. Umfana 
wakhe waemncane kakhulu owamthola kuMamthi­
mkhul�,. nalona owaemthole kuNombonjane waenga­
khomb1s1 mqondo walutho negama lakhe lalingasho 
lutho. Ngakhoke uNomkhosi uyena owayelusa. 

Umgwaqo oya ethafeni wawudlula endlini yo­
kufundela aBantwana Bawononhlevu. UNomkhosi wa­
y_elokhu ezwa kukhala insimbi nezingane zihlangana,
z�me umugqa, kuqhamuke omunye azikhuze, ziguquke 
z1shaye indingilizi eBonwa namhla "eMaraBastad ePitoli 
lapho izinsizwa nezintombi zishay'indingilizi"-nje­
ngoBa kusho igama lasesikoleni. UNomkhosi waezi­
qhuBa aziqhuBe . izinkomo afike ame ngasesikoleni 
sokufundela aBuke lemihlola, acaBange ngayo ehleli 
phansi kanye nenja yakhe uNkondlwane, aBttye adlule 
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aqhuBe izinkomo. Isigcino waze wayithanda lemihlola 
waqala ukuxoxa ngayo kodadewaBo uNontula oku­
nguyena nkosazana kaMakhwatha. UNontula wae­
ngakuthandi ukufunda, ezondana nayo yonke inka­
mbiso yamakholwa. Ngakhoke isigcino uNomkhosi 
waBa ifela-phakathi waneliswa ukukha ngamehlo ehleli 
phansi ngasezidulwini nenja yakhe uNkondlwane. 
Ngenye inkathi waeyakhulume nenja yakhe: "Bekake 
Nkondlwane, aBanye aBantwana Bayafunda thina si­
lapha. Kuhle sikuBuka kude, kodwa hhayi uma ngi­
zovalelwa endlini njalo. Kuhle Be shay'indingilizi 
phandle, ngiyathanda." !Nkondlwane kwakuBa se­
ngathi iyezwa ilale phansi ivungame kancane, izihuqa 
phansi emhlaBathini, ikhonkothe kancane, itshakadule 
iBaleke iBuye iBuye nje ithi thwi phambi kuka No­
mkhosi. Kothi ma izingane sezingeniswa endlini, no 
Nomkhosi adlule ashaye izinkomo zikayise aziyise 
ethafeni, kwaMandelu. 

!SAHLUKO II.

Ukuhlangana kukaMpande namaBunu kwaBa­
ngela phambili ukuchitheka kwezizwana eziningi kwa­
Zulu. Ezincane ezazesaBa ukuciBikezwa ezinamandla 
zahamba isinyenyela zaqonda oThungulu, lapho zazi­
yoseBenzela aBelungu eThekwini. UMpande waehlu­
lwa ukuphatha umuzi wakhe, pho, waengasiphatha 
kanjani isizwe na? Ingani amadodana akhe uMBu­
yazi noCetshwayo BaseBeBangisana khona phambi 
kwakhe. Baqembuka phakathi aBakwa MBuyazi Ba� 
ziBiza ngokuthi BayiziGqoza abaka: 
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Mbeduka njengesona, 
UPhaqa njengelanga, 

UTakasa njengeboyi 

Li/Ja!ana nemihosha. 

lnyathi yasenhlakanhlakeni, 
I ndlov' enesihlonti 

Njengelemb' e!eq' amanye, 
lkhwan 'elisikwa lihluma, 
Ngengxenye linguPhunga 

Ngengxenye linguMage/Ja. 

Na5akwa Cetshwayo 5athi 5awuSuthu. Kaku-
5anga sikhathi ya5ambana ngezihluthu eNdondakusuka, 
yayibedula ekaM5uyazi. Kwehlakala futhi uku5a 
izizwana ezingena5ani zachitheka zawolekela esilu­
ngwini ziyofuna inkululeko nokuhlala ngokuthula. 

Lapha esilungwini kwakungasekho ukuhlala nge­
zikhali nokuchitha igazi njengakwaZulu. Inhlalo ya­
Bantu yaseyahlukile impela. Indoda yayifingqa itha­
the igeja iyolima, ithathe uncelemba iyogawula izi­
ntingo zokwakha indlu, ixove udaka inameke indlu 
yayo. Isifazane sasesilungwini sasesi5usa ngo5a sa­
sibeka a5antwana, sipheke, siyohlakula amasimu, si­
beke nezindlu namagceke. Kwasekukhona intenge­
lano ngezinto, isikhathi sezinkomo nezimbuzi sesiqala 
uku5a sinciphe. Kwasekukhona a5anye a5ashiya 
amakhaya 5aqonde eTekwini 5ayose5enza 5ese5e­
nzela izingu5o nemali yokulo5ola ngo5a a5elungu 
5ase5efike nezixwembe zesiliva negolide kuthiwa 
umuntu onalezixwembe unengce5o yonke. Ngemali 
angathenga izingu5o, nezinkomo, akhiphele nomfazi 
amlo5ole amqede. lzinsizwa zazisuka kude kwaZulu 

zilishaya phansi izwe ziya, eThekwini ziyose5enza 
imali. 

. Lezo zinsizwa ezasezikwazi ukufithiliza ulimt 
Jwezizwe zazithola imadlana engcono. Lezi_zing�ne
uNomkhosi ayelokhu ezi5ona ziya esikole�t zaztlu­
ngela leso sikhathi soku�hul� kwaz? laph� �tyoqonda 
eThekwini ziyose5enza tmalt yases1lungw1m .. Konke
Jokhu uNomkhosi wakuzwa wangakuqonda. NJengo5a 
waejwayele ukwalusa kanye nenja ��khe uNkondlwa­
ne elokhu eweza njalo izinkomo az1y1se kwaMandelu, 
w�ejwayele njalo ukuhlangana na5afana namanto­
mbazana aseNko5ongo nganeno kwaseMhlali, ey� 
esikoleni. Kula5a 5afana kwakukhona omunye uNst­
kana. UNsikana lo kwakulishinga lokuntela . kungu­
yena ngqwele yaso sonke isixuku sesikole estqhamu� 
ka eNko5ongo. Wae5eya dlule ngaku Nomkhost 
amshayele isaga njalo athi: "Mina ntombazana, �e­
ngi5e yileyonja ehamba lapho uhamba khona-ngtfu-_ ng'a5aseNko5ongo!" Asho �jalo adlule. Hawu, ku­
hlekwe nje yisixuku kunga61 nda5a zalutho. 

Kwahamba, kwahamba, uNomkhosi lento yam­
phatha ka5ana ngo5a imehlisa, u�uhlekwa engaku­
jwayele njengo5a waengumuntu ezthlalela yedwa na­
sendle. Waze wathi ngelinye ilanga; "kodwa wen� 
ngenzeni, ulokhu ungikhuza nje, nga5e ngiyathe n�t­
yadlula ?" UNsikana akaphendula�ga wadlula nJe 
malanga onke ephinda into efanayo, rntombazan_a yaz� 
yafikelwa ukukhophoza kwamahloni. Nges1khath1 
inkani yolaka seyiphelile uNsikana wa�langana nayo 
maqede wanyi5a esixukwini kwangatht ungena ehla­
thini kanti ulindela uNomkhosi. Kwathi 5ehlangana 
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uNsikana waqandula wathi, "ufuna ukwazi ukuthi 
ngikukhuzelani zonke izinsuku ?" UNomkhosi wethu­
ka �enja yakhe yaxwaya yasondela kuye njengo5a 
yaymolaka uMakhwatha eyikhethele khona uku5a 
ibek� amashingana ahlupha intombazana. "Impendulo 
kangmayo ntombazana ngo5a kangikwazi ukuthi 
ungu5ani, futhi nokuthi uzalwaphi, izinkomo lezi eza­
ko1'1,a�hw�tha laphaya enhla nezi5uko lomVoti. Ngi­
yo�umk� 1mpendulo ngelinye ilanga, sengimdala, se­
ng1phum1le kuleyandlu oyi5onayo lapho izingane zi­
shaya khona indingilizi. Wongilindela nempendulo 
yami. Thembisa khona manje ukuthi uyongilindela 
"Noma nini." Lawamazwi okugcina uNsikana wawa­
sho ngenkani kwasengathi uyayishaya intombazana 
Nayo yethuka yathuthumela yathuka isithe "Ye5o 
ngokulindela nempendulo yakho "Noma nin/ 

Ezinsukwini ezindala amantombazana ayeshaywa 
enziswa noma yini ngenduku nangamazwi okufutheka. 
Kwakusinda lawo oSonkanise a5a5ezi5ambela na5o 
ku5afana naye athi ekhuluma nje umfana a5e ebeke 
uku5a angavundlisi amazwana akhe. 

UNsikana wasuka lapho wa5aleka waphuthuma 
esikoleni njengo5a isikhathi sasesishayile. Kwaqala 
ukungena uvalo oluncane kuNomkhosi, uvalo olunga­
zange lu5e lusamyeka. Waqala uku5ona izifanekiso 
zikaNsikana emqondweni wakhe, waqala uku5a uNsi­
kana aphume athi phengqengqe emica5angweni yakhe, 
nasemaphusheni akhe athuke uNsikana efika njalo 
athi kuye: "Mina ntombazana kengi5e yileyonja 
ehamba lapho uhamba khona-ngifung'a5aseNko5o­
ngo." UNkondlwane uqo5o lwakhe wayese5ika uNsi-
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kana, nezinkomo zemboza uMakhwatha zasezibecwe 
uNsikana. Liqinisile igama lawo5a5amkhulu elithi: 
"Nginjenje ngenziwa uthando, nginjenje yizinda5a 
zokwaliwa." 

UNomkhosi waengazazi ukuthi ungu6ani, wae­
senjenje ngenxa yokungazi nokungahlali namanto­
mbazana akhulile oku5a amchazele into ayiyona. 

Kwakungelinye ilanga uNomkhosi ehambisa izi­
nkomo zikayise waqa5uka ehlangana nezingane zase­
Nko5ongo kodwa uNsikana engeko. Kwaze kwa5a 
inyanga, naye waesefuna amasu oku5a athole imfihlo 
yalokhu. Waqhwe5a enye yezingane zakhona wayi­
Buza ngokucophelela, wathola ukuthi kanti uNsikana 
wahamba na5aku5o a5adala wayose5enza imali eThe­
kwini. Ingane kayazanga ukuthi uyo5uya nini kodwa 
yachaza ukuthi uNsikana uyothatha isikhathi ngapha­
mbi koku5a a5uye. Lento yamhlupha uNomkhosi 
kodwa engazi ukuthi imhluphelani lokhu akasihlo5o 
nalomfana, futhi akanqume lutho nalomfana, kuphela 
ulinde impendulo yakhe ngo5a wameyisa njalo emkhu­
za engadle nko5e zakwa5o. Kwa5uye kwafika inhli­
ziyo yolaka kuye wathula waca5anga, wasuke wa­
hamba wathi: "Cha ham bake ntombazanyana." 

Emva kwesikhathi esithile umka mfundisi omhlo­
phe uGilawoti wam5ona uNomkhosi ehlangana naye 
eqhu5a izinkomo, wathanda ukuhlanzeka kwakhe wa­
m5uza ikhaya Jakhe. Waphendula emkhombisa nga­
phesheya koMvoti ezimfundeni lapho kwakwakhe 
khona amamboza u6antuka5ezwa noMakhwatha. Nge­
linye ilanga wafika ekhaya likaMakhwatha umfundisi 
ezofuna lentombazana uku5a izohlala kwakhe iphathe 
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aBantwana Bakhe. UMakhwatha wavuma njengo5a 
a6afana Bakhe 6ase6ekhulile se6enamandla okwalusa. 

Izinsuku zasezi6alwa ngenye indlela esilungwini 
se_kukhona usuku okwakungasetshenzwa ngalo ku­
th1wa olweSa6atha noma iSonto. Amakholwa aye­
Bala kusuka kulo kuthiwe iSonto, kuya kusasa a6antu 
Bonke Baya sombuluka ngemise6enzi ya6o, kuthiweke 
u_Msombul�ko, kulandele uLwesi6ili, Lwesithathu, Lwe­
sme, Lwes1hlanu. Ngelanga elilandelayo wawu6ona 
ama�holwa eya emifuleni eyowasha amalokwe, ufu­
mamse �madwala emhlophe qwa yizingu6o zesifaza­
ne. Lehlanga Bonke 6a6egqi6ela umse6enzi Balungele 
ukuyosonta ngakusasa. Amabeshu namabinca aye­
ngavunyel�e ukuy� esontweni endlini yenkosi kwa­
kufanele af1hl� umz1mba, kwesiphezulu naphansi. La­
pha e�ontwern _umfundisi waye6aluleka a6antu Behlezi
pha�s1 kunga61 Bikho noyedwa onyakazayo no6anga 
umsindo, ku6uye kuthathwe ingoma kuhlatshelelwe. 
A6antu 6�se6efunde amaningi amagama okucula. 
UNomkhos1 ngokuhlala kwakhe kwamfundisi wafunda 
naye ukulo6a nokufunda isiZulu, wafunda nemitha­
ndazo namaculo enkosi. Nanti igama owaelithanda: 

"Woza, Moya oyingcwele 
Woza maungene kithi,· 
Thina sesikunxanele 
Sizizwele wena futhi. 

Refrain Moya oyingcwele, 

Maungene kithi,· 
Thina sesikunxanele 

Sizizwele wena futhi (Zulu Hymns No. 106). 
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Kwakuthi ma selithathwa lelo atilakhehla efake 
izinjivane nezinkonjane esho ngamazwi amakhulu, 
nezalukazi sezikhiphe imixhili6a zinqonqoloza ngama­
pliimbo alingisa uhlanga lwamanzi, kodwa uzwe njalo 
izwi likaNomkhosi liwaphotha onke, njengelenyosi 
ihe6eza ezimbalini ezinyakaziswa ngumoya wenyaka­
tho ehlo6o. Kwakuhla6elela izinto zawo Mhuhulu 
oMpangela yejozi, kuvungame izinto zawoBevule ka­
Mahawule wakwa Dlozi. Ngenxa yezwi Jayo lento­
kazi kaMakhwatha 6ayikha 5ayifunela amasu, omame 
6ayi6ungaza njalo ma sekuphunywe esontweni. 

Izinsizwa zace6a amace5o okuyivelela ziphikisana, 
zithinzisane zithi zingayehlula kanjani. Zise6enzise 
amakhu6alo entando, ziyophalaza, noma zizi6alule 6e­
seziyoyi6ingelela? Qha, njengo6a iyesa6eka into engco­
no ukubeca intando esihlalweni lapho ihlala khona 
esontweni, ihlale phezu komuthi Bese uyingena ega­
zini ithuke isithanda omunye. Ezinye izinsizwa za­
ca6anga ukuyilalela endleleni eya emfuleni lapho iyo­
kukha amanzi, kodwa zica6ange, zica6ange, zaze 
za6ona ukuthi imithi yentando ngeke imngene uNo­
mkhosi ngo6a udla inhlanzi, amafutha enhlanzi enza 
kushi6ilike yonke imithi ingangeni, eminye _izinci6ili­
kele njengamanzi inga6i lutho. 

Lapha kwamfundisi kwakujwayele insizwa ye­
kholwa, kuyiyona esiza ukushumayela ngaphandle 
isiza umfundisi. Lensizwa yayifundisiwe, izazi, kodwa 
engekho amantombazana eMvoti ayefanele yona 
emehlweni omfundisi. UNomkhosi waeseyijwayele 
impela lensizwa, igama layo kunguTomasi kaNogi­
yela. Kuthi nalapho uNomkhosi evakashela ekhaya 
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eyo5ona emzini kayise ku5e yiyo emphekezelayo, no­
Nomkhosi esemthatha uTomasi njengomfowa5o. 

6a5evela enhla noMvoti ngelinye isonto n�a­
mbama oNomkhosi noTomasi, inhliziyo ka Tomasi 
ishisekele ukukhuluma waesethi: "Awubeke Nomkhosi 
nazizinyoni zomoya amalanda amhlophe andiza njalo 
ngama5ili, ayofuna izintethe nankaya ase5uyela ekha­
ya emigodini yawo. Kayize ngakutinta into enje?" 
"Ye5o nempela izinto zomhla5a ziyamangalisa. 6eka­
de ngica5anga nje nami ngi5uka u5uhle 5omhla5a 
sengathi umuntu angahamba ayekude, lakungafiki le­
ziya nyoni. Uthi kodwa zingandiza zifike eThekwini 
leziya nyoni ?" "Angazi, Nomkhosi, kodwa mina ngi­
thinthwa ukuhamba kwazo njalo ngazimbili" "Akuzona 
zodwa lezinyoni ezihamba ngazimbili; njengo5a kade 
ngisekhaya nje ngi5ona izimvana ezimbili zitsheke­
dula zenamile, kakumangalisi lokhu kimina." "Seku­
kaningi sihamba nawe so5a5ili sikhuluma njenga5a­
ntwana. Ake sikhulume ezo5udala namhla. Nom­
khosi ikhona into engifisa ngikutshele yona selokhu 
sejwayelana, kodwa ngishaywa uvalo." UNomkhosi 
akezwanga into eyayikhulunywa uTomasi ngo5a wa­
esaca5anga ngezinyoni ezimbili zindiza ngelinye ilanga 
zifika eThekwini ezweni angalazi, mhlawumbe zi5one 
uNsikana ese5enza, mhlawum5e zikhulume njengezi­
nyoni zezinganekwane zithi: "Tayi, Tayi, siphetheni 
ngomlomo sipheth'amas'omntwana; Siwayisa ngaphi, 
siwayisa kwaTayi, uTayi ka Soncengeya." Imica5a­
ngo enjenga le eyayigijima ixoshana ekhanda lakhe, 
ngakhoke esezwa uTomasi esethule wethuka wathi, 
"Angizwa umoya ?" Naye uTomasi wazi5onela enge-
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ngane ukuthi ingqondo yalentombazana kayikho lapha 
Yaphela lapho leyonda5a. 

Ngelinye ilanga uTomasi wafica uNomkhost 
ephethe a5antwana 5omfundisi wathi: "impela kuhle 
ka5i uku5a nomntwana ohlanzeke njengala5a o5apha­
thayo, Nomkhosi. Uyaca5anga uku5a uma unga5a 
naye owakho ungamphatha kahle kanje?" Wahle�� 
uNomkhosi wathatha izinwele zomntwana womfundtst 
waziphulula, waziphatha ngo5unono, wazida5ula indlela 
phakathi nekhanda zehlukana phakathi . kw_avela is!­
khumba kancane, kwa5a indlela eqondtle, tsuka est­
mongweni yathi nte ekhanda, waesethi, "owami um­
ntwana uyokwenziwa nje, ngo5a noyise ngothanda 
azenze nje izinwele ekhanda lakhe." Wamamatheka 
uTomasi ngo5a indlela ekhanda kwakuyinto owaye­
yi5ona sengathi eya5elungu 5odwa. lzinwele zomuntu 
omnyama zazingenakwahlukana phakathi njengezo­
mlungu; waesethi kuNomkhosi, "hhayi uyak�uluma 
ntokazi kaMakhwatha, kodwa ngenda5a yezmwele 
uku5a zenziwe nje, sengathi amaphupho lawo kimi." 
Wema uTomasi wam5uka edlala na5antwana njenge­
ngane enye uNomkhosi wahamba ephethe isigqoko 
sakhe ngesandla. 

!SAHLUKO Ill.

Kusuka eMhlali umuntu eya eThekwini kwaku­
thatha usuku nenxenye. lndlela yayida5ula emahla­
thini nasemathafeni asoGqolweni, kuyindlela ya5antu, 
nezinqola sezihamba, kodwa ingambiwe. Kwakuyi:
ngozi ukuhamba kwa5antu 5eyisixukwana oGqolwent 
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ngo6a kwase kwakhe izinsweia6oya. Kusuka oGqo­
Iweni wawu6anga oHiawe ugudia phansi kwamagqu­
ma aseMdioti uweie Ohiange 6ese uqonda eMngeni 
esizaiweni sawo, uklaye emaxhaphozini uze ufike 
eMtateni Iapho idoioba IaseThekwini Ialakhe khona. 

UNsikana wase6enza iminyaka emithathu ne­
nyanga, waqala ukukhumbula ekhaya. Ngamasonto 
naye akakhohiwanga ukuya endlini yenkosi eyayi6e­
kwe eZihia6athini Iapho manje sekuyindiu enkuiu 
yama Meieka. UNsikana kwakuyigagu Iokucuia ama­
gama amakhoiwa kodwa waengathandi ukungena 
emhiambini wamakhoiwa; eya nje esontweni ahla6e­
lele njenga6anye. Wa6uya nemali engangopondwe 
a6alishumi nesithupha, a6a6omvu. 

Lapha eThekwini waephekeia izinsizwa za6eiu­
ngu ezazingonongqayi, zimnika zonke izingu6o zazo 
ezindala, zimthwalisa izikhwama zazo lapho ziya emi­
dlaiweni eMgungundiovu, aphathe amahhashi. Zazi­
mtshela uku6a naye azicwale ngokugqoka kwakhe 
a6ukeke emuhle. Enye yalezinsizwa yathi kuye, 
"Hey Nsikana hayi muhie gqoka fana kaio, muhie yena 
fika lapha." Hau njengo6a phela yayimjwayele yam­
klaya indleia ekhanda yathi make azi6uke esi6ukweni. 
UNsikana waengazange azi6one esi6ukweni ngapha­
mbili. Wathi lapho ethi nhla wa6ona uswahia Iwe­
nsizwa emnyama lumi nomiungu. Lowo mlungu wa­
m6ona ukuthi umiungu wakhe, wa6uza wathi, "Nko­
sana, u6ani Io?" Wathi umiungu, "Buka kahle Nsika­
na, lomunye khona Iapha, yena Io Nsikana, 6uka mu­
hie mpela." Wamangala uNsikana emangaliswa imi­
khu6a ya6elungu. 
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UNsikana kwalmye kuthi noma esele yedwa 
naseThekwini ada6ule indlela ekhanda, azicwale, 6ese 
eyozi6uka esi6ukweni, ekhuluma yedwa ahleke nje­
ngothekwane inyoni ya6athakathi yona oku6e kuya­
the kusakonke uyi6one izilunguza phansi esizi6eni 
sengathi ithi: "Wo, hhe, ngimuhle ngiyinsizwa yakwe­
thu kodwa ngoniwa ilokhu, nalokhuya," isho ihamba 
inwayizela phezu kwedwaia onqanqameni lwamanzi. 
Naye uNsikana waezi6uka u6unsizwa 6akhe. 

lzinsizwa za6elungu zazijwayele ukumxoxela 
uNsikana nomngane wakhe izinda6a ezazixoxwa oyise 
6ezizwa nga6anye a6elungu a6adala. Kwakukhona 
njalo lokho kujwayelana phakathi kwalezinsizwa ezi­
mnyama nezimhlophe, esiku6ona kuphela kuvela na­
mhlanje ezikhathini ezinzima; mhlawumbe uma umu­
ntu omnyama esindisa umlungu eminza emanzini, 
noma 6ehamba endaweni eyingozi imi6ala ya6o 6aya­
yikhohlwa 6a6one kuphela u6untu o6uphakathi kwe­
gazi namatham6o a6o. 

Ngelinye ilanga 6ahlala u6usuku 6onke 6exoxa 
ngenxa yoku6a kwakushisa u6uthongo 6ungafiki. Wa­
qala unkosana omkhulu wathi, kwaku6a mangalisa 
6ezwa izinda6a zasoLuganda ezikhom6isa isi6indi se­
zizwe zakhona. Kulomhla6a kulizwe lamabu6esi. 
Kwenye inkathi kusuka sonke isifunda siyohlasela 
ibu6esi eli6ulala wena muntu nawe silwane. Ku6u­
thana a6antu a6angangekhulu phakathi kwa6o ku6e­
khona a6antwana, a6afazi, mimadoda. Bayahamba 
Belalisa utshani o6ude, 6esondela esikhundleni sebu-
6esi lelo. Bashaya izigubu za6o, 6ememeza, 6esondela 
zize izimpondo zihlangane. Linele lizwe ibu6esi li-
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phume liphulukundlela enkundleni yalo lithi li5ona, 
lihlangane nezixuku za6antu, ziyaluza, lidideke liye­
nhla liyenzansi lingayazi into eliyenzayo. Lithi liya­
gxuma liyeqa, 6ali6eke phansi ngomkhonto noma nge­
wisa. 

Omunye wala6a6antu ngelinye ilanga waxoxa 
inda6a yokuthi kukhona ibu6esi elidla a6antu linga­
zikhathazi ngenyama yezilwane. Wavuma ukuzinikela 
uku6a ku6e nguyena opelekezela a6elungu a6athwele 
izibamu, yena kodwa alaliswe phezu kohlaka lu6e­
kwe ngasemkhondweni webu6esi lelo khona lizomnu­
ka lize lim6ulale. Ngalo6o 6usuku inyanga yaphuma 
ya6ayinhle 6am6ona loMganda ehamba enganake 
lutho eyolala ohlakeni ose6eni lwehlathi. Wafika 
wazelula uMganda lo walala, kwathi a6azingeli 6a6e­
lungu 6akhwela emithini kwelenyoni 6alinda kudana. 

Insizwa ingagqoke lutho yalala yathi ja, 6alinda 
a6azingeli omunye wathi wozela walala, wavuka ku­
sacwe6ile kungekho nathunzi labu6esi, wathi uyabeka 
wa6ona insizwa isalele ohlakeni. K wathi lapho lm­
mpondozankomo, kuluvivi enzansi 6a6ona ithunzi eli­
njengekati likhasa phansi lisondela kancane njenge­
kati lilu6ela impaka; 6onke 6aphakamisa izibamu 6e-
6ona ukuthi lelikati elikhulu kali6oni lutho ngaphandle 
kwenyamazane elaliswe phezu kohlaka. 

Lasondela ibu6esi elikhulu lihambe linyonyo6a, 
na6azingeli 6alungela ukuqondana nekhanda lalo, 6a­
du6ule. Nempela kwenzeka. Lagxuma ibu6esi la6u-
6ula, 6aphinda, izinhlamvu zada6ula isikhumba salo 
la.hhithikela phansi okotshani 6uhulwa ngesikela.
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Wethuka uNsikana wa6uza wathi, "UmGanda 
wenzenjani na ?" 

Waphendula umlungu ngesiZulu esinqamukile 
wathi: "UmGanda wasimze wavuka wahlala ecikica 
amehlo, eqa6uka kwesikabadakazi kade eziphuphela 
amaphupho o6uthongo o6umnandi." 

Ngenxa yoku6a 6onke 6a6eyizinsizwa 6a6etha­
nda futhi ukuxoxa ezo6usha lapho izinsizwa ziphiki­
sana zikhombisa isi6indi sazo khona zizothandwa zi6e 
ngamasoka. Omunye waxoxa ukuthi ezweni lase­
Mashona lapho kugcwele khona izindlovu izinsizwa 
zakhona zikhombisa u6uqhawe o6umangalisayo. Ku­
suka izinsizwa ezintathu zibace phansi zigasela inku­
nzi yendlovu. Omunye wazo aze angene ngaphansi 
kwayo ayigwaze esijungujungwini eduze nendle6e; 
yethuke maqede im6one imsukele. 

Iyothi imsukela, Iona wesi6ili aqhashe a6uyele 
eceleni ithi iyadlula indlovu awufake esiphangeni, 
ikhale ibongiswa u6uhlungu lapho ezinye sezethukile 
za6aleka. Ngenxa yalomkhonto osesiphangeni iphe­
nduke indlovu ithi iyamthatha lomuntu wesi6ili naye 
a6aleke. Sekuyithu6a lomuntu wesithathu manje yena 
a6eseyixosha ngemuva aze ayifice lapho ithi iyaphe­
ndukela kowesi6ili awufake umkhonto kwesinye isi­
phanga. Manje indlovu ixakeke ingazi umuntu ezo­
msukela ngo6a 6ayidlala isilima. 

Laphoke oNsikana se6elele ngezisu esihla6athini 
6alalele, athi uyanqamuka umlungu uco6elel'ipipi lakhe 
6athi kanyekanye: "Qhu6a nkosana kusemnandi. 
lg cine ngokwenzenjan'inda6a yendlovu ?" Omunye 
athi, "mina ngifuna ukuzwa ukuthi ziphike izintombi 

2* 



- 36 -

lokhu thina kwaZulu sithi sigiya, si5ongwa ngoku­
hla6ana kwethu 6ezimi, zi6uka, zikhexile; uthi usikaza 
6ekusho ngapha nangalapha, leyo ekuthandayo ikhale 
nonyoko akhale usizi." 

Ngenxa yoku6a e6ona ukuthi lenda6a imnandi 
nomlungu angayiqedi ayishiye khona lapho enzela 
khona nakusasa 6eyo6uya a6antu la6a 6azohlala na6o 
phezu komtata lapho amanzi ekhanya isiliva umdwe­
shu omude uma inyanga iqhakazile. Kothi kusasa 
6asheshe 6awuqede umse6enzi 6ahlangane futhi enda­
weni efanayo 6azolalela izinda6a za6antu a6amnyama 
6akwarnanye arnazwe. 

Lapho-ke urnlungu ayiqhu6e inda6a. 
"Qhu6a nkosana sizwe, qhu6a." 

Inkunzi yendlovu isigwaziwe, iyozishaya nge­
sho6a Jayo izibula, namagwagwa ezindle6e isihamb'­
iphakuzela, igijirna ngernilenzekazi eyimigqiki iha­
rnb'irnpernpeza ngekhweli elikhulu. Yoze iwe phansi 
ibukuze ngorn6oko wayo ikhale ngokuyalela, 6akhwe­
le phezu kwayo 6ayibokode ngemikhonto. 

Lapho isife nya kuyarnangalisa uku6ona arnaviyo 
arnadoda na6esifazane narnantornbazana aseyizinto­
rnbi eqharnuka ndawozonkana, 6ethwele amaqorna 6e­
zozitapela enyarneni yendlovu. Kodwa amaqhawe 
aye athole amazinyo wona athathwa athengiswe kude 
ezizweni eziwathengayo ziwayise phesheya kwezi­
lwandle. Zonke izintokazi e6ezeshelwa yilezinsizwa 
uma zivurna zithurnela u6uhlalu o6alukwe kahle 60-
kubincwa okhalo nasentanyeni norna insizwa i6ufake 
ekhanda 6u6eyisi6onakaliso sothando lwentokazi. 
Akumangalisi uku6ona isixuku samantombazana esha-
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yela ihlornbe insizwa iyinye ngenkathi onina noyise 
6ezitika ngenyarna 6enganake lutho. 

Yathi iyophela inda6a izinsizwa zathatha izindu­
ku zazo zasukurna zifuna ukuharnba, uNsikana wa-
6uza komunye wazo wathi, "Nkosana, uyathandwa 
wen a na ?" Yahleka insizwa yornlungu yawuphindi­
sela emuva kuNsikana loworn6uzo wawuphendula 
umfo kaMbokazi wathi: 

"Angazi norna ngiyathandwa yini ngo6a ngashi­
ya ekhaya ngithe intornbazana elitshitshi nje, ende­
kazi, rnayongilindela ingathandi rnuntu." 6asuka 60-
nke 6ahleka nornngane wakhe wathi, 

"Suka Nsikana uyaca6anga ukuthi ikhona into­
mbazana ongayishiya lapho ihlosa kodwa uca6ange 
ukuthi nanamuhla lokhu isakulindile ?" 6onke 6aqh u­
muka 6ahleka yilenkulumo kaNsikana. Wa6uye wa­
khuluma urnngane kaNsikana wathi, "6engithi usu­
khulile Nsikana kanti use urnfana." 

6ehlukana khona lapho uNsikana wachitheka 
wakhuphukela exhi6eni lakhe nornngane wakhe wa­
khuphukela kwelakhe ehambe ehla6elela "ngoNo 6uhle 
intomb'ehlanyis'amajaha," walalela uNsikana wafike­
lwa amahloni okuthi u6ewuphendulelani um6uzo wo­
mlungu wakhe lokhu uzi6angele uku6a ahlekwe a6e­
yinsini. Wahlala ngaphandle kwendlu yakhe wa6a-
6ona a6elungu 6akhe 6esahleli ngaserntateni kuzo 
izihlalo a6a6ehleli kuzo, 6ebema amapipi a6o amade 
efuquka intuthu eyizikhatha ibeka phezulu emafini. 
Amehlo a6o ayebeke olwandle lapho phezu kwesi6u-
6ulungu norntate, kwakukhanya izimfinyezi njengemi-
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lilo evutha phakathi komnyama wehlathi, ingani unyezi 
wawuphezulu. 

Wa6uka uNsikana wafikelwa inkumbulo yale­
ntombazana eyayihamba nenja njalo iqhu6a izinkomo 
zikayise iziyisa kwaMandelu ziyokudla. Wafikelwa 
ukuja6ula waqala ukuphupha emqondweni wakhe 
ezi6ona ehleli eduze kwayo lentombazana, hhayi nga­
sose6eni lolwandle emtateni nasesi6u6ulungu; kodwa 
eduze kwamanzi oMvoti lapho kukhule khona u6u-
6ane oluluhlaza olungomi ihlo6o no6usika nalapho 
ikhukhu6oya lena6ile lidliwa yizinkomazi zo6isi. Wa­
ca6anga ngezinto ezinje wazewozela khona lapho 
wazelula walala khona phandle engambethe ngu6o, 
kwaze kwasa. 

Enye inda6a a6a6ejwayele ukuyi6uza a6elungu 
la6a a6ayizinsizwa: eyokuthi ka6athandi yini oNsikana 
uku6a ngelinye ilanga 6aphenduke 6a6emhlophe na? 
Leyoke yayi6ahlekisa kakhulu ngo6a yayiletha imiqo­
ndo eminingi; a6anye 6a6ethi 6angaja6ula kodwa 
uNsikana nomngane wakhe njalo 6athi 6axolele ukufa 
6emnyama ngo6a "Phela nina 6elungu ninjengendwa­
ngu emhlophe engcola kalula futhi eshesha izwele 
amakhaza," kusho umngane kaNsikana. 

"futhi um6ala omhlophe kawunasithunzi, kawu­
zothile njengowethu. Beka nezintokazi zakithi zinzi­
ma, zigcwele, zihamba-nje zigcwale umgwaqo. Nina 
ezakini zilula zi6ophene kazinazandla nezokuphatha 
igeja." Kwathi 6esho lelizwi lokugcina 6ahleka ka­
khulu a6elungu, se6eca6anga ngezinda6a zamalo6olo, 
nezawomvulamlomo nokunye okunjalo. 

6a6ona ukuthi indlela a6ayica6anga ngayo lenda-
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6a, yahlukile kakhulu kweya6o lapho umuntu wesifaza­
ne eligugu lokubeka indlu nelanga lingam6oni, pho, 
okwegeja kuhlangene naye kanjani. 

6a6axoxela nokuthi phesheya kwelaku6o kukho­
na a6antu a6amnyama. Phakathi kwa6o kukhona 
a6azicaka ngamakha nangempuphu emhlophe ngo6a 
6efuna uku6a mhlophe. Nalapho 6aphendule oNsika­
na 6athi qha, yingo6a 6eyizilima. Bona 6ayathanda 
ukugqoka kwa6elungu ngo6a kuya6ahloniphisa ika­
khulu a6antu 6esifazane, 6afihle imizimba ya6o eligugu 
ingahambi iqhakanjisiwe ezweni. Nayo imilenze le 
efakwa a6esilisa mihle kakhulu iyamvikela umuntu 
noma ehamba emeveni izitho zakhe zingaklwejwa 
zindwani. 

Isikhathi njalo 6a6esichitha kanje uma 6onke 
6endawonye, 6enqakulisana ngezinto zako6antu nako-
6elungu; kwaze kwaphela isikhathi sokuntelisana kwa­
ngena izinda6a zemi6uso yakomaNgisi nakomaBunu. 

lkhona into eyenza uku6a uNsikana akhumbule 
ekhaya. Kwavela ukungezwani okukhulu phakathi
kwaMaNgisi naMaBunu lawa ayesakhe kwa Khangela.
Ngelinye ilanga oNsikana 6ethuka izinsizwa lezi a6azi­
�e6enzelayo seziklwele zi6omvu zasuke zayokwehlisa
iduku lesizwe samaBunu, zalidwengulela phansi za­
seziyokwenza ikamu lazo ngasePhayindi. Ngalelo­
langa kakudliwanga ukudla komela emabodweni.

"Hawu, uya6ona nje Nsikana izilokazane kazi­
dlanga namuhla, laphaya kwethu kade kuthiwa ma­
ngesule izibamu ngamafutha", kukhuluma enye insi­
zwa eyayijwayelene noNsikana. "Ngiyesa6a mina
noma ngingazazi izindlela zochuku lwa6elungu, nokho
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ngiyaBona kunuka santungwana soBuBi oBuzayo," 
yasho njalo insizwa yakwaZulu yathula yaberna igudu 
Jayo, yalilalelisa lihoqoza liphurna intuthu izikhatha. 
"LaBa Bakwethu akusiBo aBantu aBaphutha ekudleni 
kodwa narnuhla kaBekho. UyangiBonela nje futhi 
ukuthi lawa rnaButho ezinsizwa ezingarnarnbuka zi­
Baleke kwaZulu, ngisho leziya ezihlala eMsizini, ngi­
Bona nazo zihola izitho zilola irnikhonto. NgiyiBone 
ekuseni iBenyezela irnikhonto iBekwe phezu kwezi­
ntingo." Waesethi ukuBarnba kancane enkorneni, 
kwaBonakala kodwa ukuthi akayijwayele, waeseBaleka 
eya ekhaya eyohlokoza urnlilo. 

Ntarnbarna ngalelolanga BaBona uBuxhaxhaxha 
Barnahhashi engeniswa, kwathi eBusuku wafika uNko­
sana orndala kaNsikana warnhleBela ukuthi Basathi 
nyelele Bayohlasela arnaBunu kwaKhangela. "Beka 
Nsikana thina harnba hlasela lornaBunu lapha Kho­
ngela. Mina ayiyazi nokho Buya. Urna mina ayiBu­
ya beka lomfowaBo kamina, beka kahle." Washo 
maqede, uNsikana washaywa isiyezi soButhongo se­
ngathi uyaphupha akazi into ayizwayo, kodwa wa­
vuma wathi "YeBo Nkosi, ngizolibeka ikhaya nize 
niBuye futhi." 

Ahamba arnasosha edavuza esihlaBathini enqa­
mula nezihlahla lapho manje sekumbiwe khona se­
kulala irnikhumbi yezizwe ngezizwe eThekwini. Kwa­
thi Bengazelele, ingaBe ngaphutha lini, esinye isibamu 
saqhurna, kanti izinhloli zarnaBunu ziseduze ziyawa­
Bona arnasosha amaNgisi. ZayiBikela eyasekhaya 
yahloma yalinda, Bekake lokhu arnaBunu akhe elawo 
ikamu ngaphezulu, nenyanga iBakhanyisile laBa Bako 
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rnaNgisi ngenkathi Beza. 6adu6ula kanye kwaxha­
phazela arnanzi eziswini kumaNgisi aBophana isinya­
kanyaka, narnahhashi ethuka, amasosha ahlakazeka. 
lndawo yayingeyinhle njengoBa uyiBona narnuhla. 
Kwakugcwele ubuku oluBishayo, nomhlanga narna­
chiBi amaBi. EkuBalekeni kwawo amaNgisi ehlaka­
zwa izinhlamvu aBaleka aphuphutheka angena obu­
kwini iningi lawo laphelela lapho, kwasala wena 
mbayimbayi oBudonswa ngarnahhashi, kwasala wena 
zibamu zemali. 

Phakathi koBusuku uNsikana wavuswa uNkosa­
na omncane efika egwele udaka izinwele zibeke 
phezulu engathi uyahlanya. "Hawu yini Nkosana, 
kwenzenjani na? Wafika wedwa uphi omkhulu ?" 
Waqhurnuka urnfana owaeyibungu, waqhumuka wa­
khala wamBarnba uNsikana ngesandla, waye wawela 
phansi. 

UNsikana watatazela warngurnula warnlalisa oca­
nsini lwakhe wamfulela ngezinguBo, kodwa kwakuthi 
noma ephaphama abede njalo ngomfowaBo kwaze 
kwasa. 

AmaBunu kawachithanga sikhathi asondezela 
��imbanisela ikamu larnaNgisi elalisePhayindi kwathi 
1zinhloli zalo zaBanjwa zayiswa eMgungundlovu nje­
ngeziBoshwa; laBa aBanye Bavinjezelwa inyanga yo­
nke. Ukudla kwaphela Baqala ukudla inyama yarna­
hh�shi ayesasele, kwaBulawa zonke izilokazanyana
ezincane, zadliwa zaBa ukudla, njengarnakathi, nezinja. 
Umkhandlu wahlangana kwacetshwa iceBo lokuBa 
ku�iwe koBikwa eBayi lendaBa. Isango lokuphurna
lahngekho. Kwakhulurna enye yezinsizwa ezaziqinile
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ernnyarna yathi: "Makhosi, kungathi urna ido6ela 
selishonile phansi rnina nornunye warnakhosi sigwe­
dle isikebe sinqurne phakathi ko6usuku siqondane 
naseBiyafu. Siyo6ophela arnahhashi arna6ili norna 
arnathathu esikebeni ahlarnbe ngernuva. Sothi sithi 
chaphasha phesheya rnina ngoharnba phansi ngise­
rnadolo lula, inkosi iyogi6ela." 

Urnkhandlu warnangala uku6ona urnqondo wo­
rnuntu ornnyarna ungaka wasukurna ornunye igarna 
lakhe uDiki wathi, "Qha 6akwethu nornkhandlu, se­
ngiyazinikela ukuharnba ngiphelezelwe uNdongeni 
lo okhornbise u6uqhawe 6esizwe saku6o ernaThulini. 
Ngizoharnba ngokuhlwa kwakusasa." Nernpela kwa­
thi kuthi hwelele uNdongeni iqhawe lase liqosherne 
phansi kornuthi wenhlalarnagwa6a6a lapho kwaku6o­
shwe khona isikebe, lihleli li6arnbe izikhali zalo. Kwe­
zwakala arnahhashi arna6ili eza, "Uwe lowo Ndongeni? 
Yirni Nkosi, sekuyikho yini. Ye6o sekuyikho." 

Se6eharnbile oNdongeni noDiki kwathi gidi izi-
6indi kurnaNgisi, nenda6a yaxoxeka. UNsikana wa­
ngenwa kakhulu urnunyu wokugoduka. Kwase ku­
ngurnkhu6a wakhe ukuxoxela uNkosana wakhe ornnca­
ne izinda6a ezindala zakwaZulu, arn6ongele narna­
khosi ohlanga narnaqhawe njalo lapho sekuhlwile 
enzela khona indlala ingezozwela egazini lornlungu 
wakhe. Wae6aqarnundela zona izi6ongo norna 6e­
hlangene na6anye a6elungu 6evakashele uNkosana 
wakhe, esho oZulu kaNogandaya. 

"UZulu ladum'o/Jala, 
Lapho kungemunga kungenamthole, 
USikhoth' esingenakungenwa ngandawo, 
UMgijim' ayafik' ezinkilimbeni", 

aqhu6eke njalo aze aqede; kodwa njalo kwakuthi 
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ma esho izi6ongo zarnakhosi zirnkhurn6uze ekhaya 
eMvoti. Ngelinye ilanga washo wakhithika phansi 
wakhala uNsikana, wavukwa usinga, wagiya wagiya, 
waesethi nyelele eyolala endlini yakhe. 

Ngelinye ilanga 6ezwa kuqhurna isibarnu nga­
solwandle 6athi 6ethi nhla 6a6ona irnikhurnbi erni6ili 
iqharnuka 6ezwa narnatilongo ekhala sengathi arnisa 
arnasosha isi6indi. 6onke 6aphurna phandle na6ange­

narnandla ase6eqedwe iphanga 6azidonsa 6ahlala pha­
ndle 6a6ukela indlovu yarnanzi egwinya urnuntu, na­
rnabodwe nokudla, ingena erntateni weTheku. Kwase 
kungukusinda kwa6o. 

Kwaphela inyanga uNsikana wacela kurnlungu 
wakhe uku6a arndedele akayo6ona uyise nonina 
eNko6ongo. Kwathiwa rnakashiye ornunye urnuntu 
arn6arnbele. Nernpela warnthola ornunye urnfana wa­
ngaseMzinyathi ernaQadini warn6arnbela. 

Waqala uNsikana ukulungisa izirnpahla zakhe 
eqoqa lokhu nalokhuya efuna nezintarnbo zoku6opha 
irnithwalo yakhe. Waqala noku6eka nhlanye uhlarnvu 
lokuthenga urnphako wendlela, wa6uyekeza indlela 
aqharnuka ngayo erninyakeni edlule. Waqonda ka­
rnhlophe ukuthi yonke into seyashintsha ngo6a kwa­
se kuyisikhathi eside aharnba ekhaya nezincwadi zi­
ngasatholwa. Nokho kwakuthula kuthule kuqharnuke 
inqola yentarasipoti (transport) izothutha izirnpahla 
ezivela ernaShowe nakoDukuza nakwezinye izindawo 
ezigudle ugu oluqonde kwaZulu. 

Wa6opha izihlangu zakhe urnfo waseNko6ongo 
waharnba na6anye a6afo a6a6eqonde ngakwa Maphu­
rnulo. Bathi, "qha, ngo6a kasinakulala ernakhaya na-
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muhla kuhle sisuke nje lapho ilanga lifudumalayo.'' 
Ye6o 6ahamba a6afo 6akhona noNsikana enga6azi 
eqonde ngokuthi lokhu indlela eya kwaMaphumulo 
isika phakathi eMhlali, se6eyomshiya endleleni. A6afo 
a6a6ehamba phambili 6e6ade, 6edle ngezitho ezimisi­
phasipha, neziqhaza zethambo ezinom6ala omhlophe 
nomnyama 6ekhuluma 6odwa omunye wathi: "Wethu, 
ngi6uya nje ngiya ekhaya kangiphethe lutho ngise-
6enze iminyaka emi6ili ePhayindi kodwa imali kayi-
6onwa." "Hawu, ungakwenza kanjani lokho ingani 
washiya ugoyise intombi, usuqale nokuyilo6ola na ?" 
Wathi lo omunye, "impela kangazi nokuthi ngiyongena 
ngaliphi ku6a6a. Ngayiphuza ugologo yonke imali 
ngi6uya nopondwo a6ane kuphela." "lmbike leyo­
nda6a wethu." Hawu yaqhu6eka indlela. Wa6uye 
wakhuluma futhi wathi, "sengi6one isu wethu, kunga­
njani si6ambe lokhu esihamba nakho" Wathula lo, 
walalela; "ngisho lomfana olibungu wakithi ngo6a uye 
o6ese6enza kahle. Singasuka simaphuce nje imadla­
na yakhe, simsumpule intamo, simlahle esizi6eni, si­
thathe lokho esikuthathayo sihambe." Wathula futhi 
lo omunye, wathi ethatha wathi, "Qha wethu kangi­
vumi lokho ngo6a lomfana wa6ekwa ezandleni zarni 
nguyise wathi mangombeka ezingozini. Okwesi6ili 
ungumlamu wami ngim6uka ngim6uke ngi6one erne­
hlweni akhe udadewa6o uNtombiyembuqa, qha, wethu 
kangivumi, ngingafa nokufa, ngimfele." 

Yaqhu6eka indlela noNsikana e6ekile kancane 
na6anye ngemuva, kuxoxwa izinda6a zeTheku, zernpi, 
nezomse6enzi, 6engezwa lutho olukhulunywa yilezi 
zinsizwa phambili. 
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"U6ani futhi lomfana esihamba naye?" Kuphendula 
Iona omunye uthi, "lomfana owangalapha eMhlali naye 
uyagoduka ngenxa yokwethembana nomlamu wami 
uthe uzogoduka kanye naye. Pho, yena nga6e use-
6enze kanjani?" 6enza uzungu uku6a 6am6ambe, 6a­
mkhwathaze uNsikana, 6amudle nezimpahla zakhe 
zonke. Ngenkathi kuhwelela 6ase6edlule eMdloti se­
Beqonde emathafeni asoGqolweni lapho kugcwele 
khona izinswela5oya, nezige6engu, na6aphangi, nezi­
dlwangudlwangu. 6athi ukuphambuka kancane endle­
leni, kwayilowo wafuna isiqunjwana sokukhosela 
alale kuso. 6alala 6anqumisa izinduku, ezinye zabeka 
lapho kushona khona ilanga, njengo6a 6enza 6onke 
a6ahambi 5endlela. Lokhu kwenzelwa uku5a umuntu 
avuke angeduki, noku6a umnyama u6esemuva, nga­
phambili kukhanye njalo. 

Inyamazane nayo amadlozi aku6o ayayitshela 
uma ingozi isondele. UNsikana wawesa6a amehlo ezinsi­
zwa ezimbili lezi e6ezihamba njalo ngaphambili, kwa­
sephuzela njalo umzimba wakhe lapho ethi uyalala. 
Ngakhoke wathi nyelele kwaseng!3thi uya ngaphandle. 
Wathatha yonke imali yakhe wayigqi6a ngaphansi 
koBulongwe eduze nesiduli, wa6uya walala engalele. 
UkuBa lelozwe wayelazi futhi lingazulelwa izinswela-
5?Y� waeyokweqa khona 6usuku l060 a6alekele lezi­
zins1zwa. Umnyama wawumkhulu wathikinyezwa izi­
nkanyezi zezulu nomthala wona ohlala njalo uqaphile.
Kucte le emahlangeni emizi eyayikade ilokoza imililo 
;ezwa kukhala uZavolo ethi "Zavolo, Zavolo, senge­

k 
aBanta6akho ;" kwamnandi uku5uyela emaphandleni 
ade agcina uim5a urnlalandle, wahlala e6uka phezulu, 
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elalele noZavolo, waze wazumeka u5uthongo walala 
wathi vithi. 

Kwa5e a5ehlile u5uthongo wezwa umuntu emvu­
sa ngenduku ethi, "lokhu kulala kuthi nqu, sengathi 
kuzalwa izinyemfu! Vuka, usho, uzi5ike uku5a use-
5enzeni eThekwini. Thina indoda siyayithelisa ika­
khulu uma ithembe kithi isiphephelo sayo." Washo 
emuthi ziphu ngomshiza futhi. 

Wathula, wahlengezela izinyembezi zolaka uNsi­
kana, lapho ephendukelwa a5antu a5ethembile. "Ha­
wu, Bakwethu senizonginqumela endle kade sihamba 
kanyelrnnye," wam5amba ngentamo wathi, "thula, 
thula, ukhuluma ku5ani kanjalo? Uyangazi mina, 
ungazew_ethembe kimi nje ?", wayiphonsa eyafika ya­
mshaya 1dolo wawaphansi, ingani uNsikana waeseca-
5anga ukum5amba alwe naye. "Hawu nina 5endlu 
ephakathi, thethelelani makhosi, nicinge yonke imi­
th�alo yami, nemali eningayithola eyenu. Kodwa 
mina ngalahlekelwa iyoyonke imali yami mhla kwa­
maBunu namaNgisi eKhangela. Ngi5uya nje ngize." 

Bacinga, 5acinga 5ehluleka 5am5uyela 5athi 
"n:iin_�, mfana imali uyicashisile, sizokushaya sikushiy� 

uhm_1. Nempela 5amenzani uNsikana, 5amshaya 6a­
�sh1ya khona lapho nemibalwana ethize eyase igu­
g!le naye ethi uNsikana uyiphathele isalukazi esingu-
11111a; 5athatha zonke izingu5o zakhe ayezinikwe a5e­
lungu 5akwa5o 5amshiyela ezingasho lutho. Bamshi­
ya phezu konjani ungqoqwane lo wasemadotsheni
nasemidonini yasoGqolweni, 5enzela uku5a umahlul�

afe nokufa angasindi. 
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IS AHL UK O I V. 

Kwakungesonto ekuseni lapho uNomkhosi wa­
ncenga inkosikazi yomfundisi ukuyokwenza umtha­
ndazo esontweni langaseSihlahleni. Indlela inqamula 
phakathi kwethafa lakwaMandelu. Lendlela futhi 
ibeke eThekwini. Wathi lapho ehamba ngayo lendlela 
uNomkhosi wakhumbula ukuguquka kwezikhathi. Na­
mhla wayehamba ngayo eseyintombi ephethe iBayi­
bele Jakhe nencwadi yokuhla5elela, Eminyakeni emi­
thathu edlule waengelutho ehamba ngalendlela elusa. 
izinkomo zikayise uMakhwatha. Wahamba waye wa­
fika ngendawo lapho waejwayele ukuhlala khona 
nenja yakhe iNkondlwana a5ukele izingane zidlala, 
ziguquka zishaya indingilizi. 

Wakhumbula izingane zaseNko5ongo nalowo 
mfana owayejwayele ukumkhuza wakhumbula nega­
ma lakhe "uNsikana." Wahleka lapho edlula ngesi­
hlahla lapho wamumisa khona wathi uNsikana ngeke 
amtshele isizathu amkhuzela sona. A! namhla kwa­
kumkhanyela uNomkhosi ukuthi kanti waenothando 
lwalomfana. Yini amkhumbule afise sengathi nga5e 
leyompendulo uyizwa namhla? Yini eyenza ukuba 
agxile kangaka enhliziyweni yakhe emva kweminya­
ka 5a5onana? Iya ! mhlawumbe eThekwini kukhona 
izintokazi ezingcono kakhulu kunaye owathi efika 
nje uNsikana wathathana nazo. Uma kungenjalo pho 
akasa5uyi ngani? Uma wa5uya pho akaveli ngani 
nasesontweni? "lnsizwa ilikhohlwa kanti intombi iyi­
lizwangedwa othandweni," washo njalo wahamba. 

Wakhumbula isifundo sakhe azokhuluma ngaso 
ngalelo langa wahamba wakhwela egqumeni elali-
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gcwele imihlonhlo nezihlahla, elithiwa kuK wesempaka,
wali6ona isontshwana lakhe. Lelisonto namhla liqhu­
tshwa indodakazi ka6antuka6ezwa eyaganela koMdle­
yana. Nanamuhla lisa6izwa kuthiwe kuseSihlahleni,
noqo6o lwendawo yisihlahla ngo6a isonto kalikami,
nensimbi kayika6ekwa. Kunjalo a6anye a6antu 6a­
yazinikela emse6enzini wa6o 6a6ange ngokuthi "na­
ngaphansi komuthi kwathiwa noma 6e6athathu Naye
uyo6akhona uSomandla." Uma uya eMvoti namhla
_uyoyi6ona imbongolwana idonsa ingqukurnbanyana
iphuma emzini omhlophe kaGilawothi iyoqhu6a umse­
Benzi kaNomkhosi. Kuyada6ukisa uku6ona umse6e­
nzi ongaka ongaphaswe muntu, womela phansi nje­
ngezirnbali zasendle eziqhakaza u6uhle 6azo 6uphe­
lel'endle. Uku6a kuya ngezwi nga6e eSihlahleni na­
rnuhla kudurna izinsirnbi, kurni ithernpela larnathempela.

Wahambake uNornkhosi eharnba yedwa wafike
wawenza umthandazo wawuqeda, wahlala wafundisa
a6a6efuna ukungeniswa e6andleni. Esewuqedile
umse6enzi wakhe kwasondela arnakhosikazi, arn6u­
ngaza ahambisana naye e6onga urnthandazo wakhe,
namazwi a6e6avuselela ngawo enkonzweni. 6aha­
mbisana 6aye6afika emgwaqweni oqonde eThekwini,
Bamshiya. Eceleni nomgwaqo uNornkhosi werna wa·
beka eNingizirnu. Kude le kwakuthunqa izintutu ku·
Bonakala kalufifi eMhlali naseNko6ongo lapho kwa·
khe khona rnanje arnadodana awoPhephethwayo,
nawoMalamba. Inhliziyo yakhe njalo yayisanarnathele
kuNsikana ukuthi kulerninyaka ernithathu usayikhu·
mbula yini intornbazana ayishiya yalusa. Kusenjalo
wezwa urnuntu ernthinta ngengalo ethatha izincwadi
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zakhe kanti uTomasi umfo kaNogiyela. UTornasi
uzwil� ukuthi uNomkhosi ungaseSihlahleni wathi qha
wo6e wephuzile. 

"Yini Nomkhosi ukhurnbulephi nkosazana." uNo­
mkhosi wathulawathula wathi, "Ngikhurnbula ngise­
mncane kunalokhu ngalusa izinkomo zika6a6a nje­
ngornfana. Ngangijwayele ukuhlangana na6afana
a6a6efunda laphaya endlini ernhlophe yesikole. La-
6a6afana umfanekiso wa6o kawusuki kimina nje ne­
mpela." "Pho, \a6a6afana unanda6ani na6o 6enga6a
le ernaqa6eni nje wena ungowasemakholweni ?", ku6u­
za urnfo kaNogiyela ngo6a waezi6ona kunguyena
yedwa ofanelwe uNornkhosi; kakhulu kangakanani
namuhla lokhu phela namuhla umphathele nencwadi
yakhe yokuhla6e\ela neBayibele lakhe? "Qha, ngi­
ya6akhumbula nje ngo6a 6a6engihlekisa ngenkathi
ngiya kokwalusa. Ngifisa sengathi ngingake ngi6a-
6one nje ngizwe nje ukuthi 6angase 6angahlule yini
nasekukhulumeni isiNgisi ngo6a 6a6engishaya isithu­
tha." "Hhayike akunacala, 6esengimangele," 6ase-
6ehamba, Bethule. 

"Hha! Ngakhumbula, nkosazana, ngelinye ilanga
ngezwa kuxoxwa sengathi ikhona insizwa yangapha
eMhlali eyake yazidlisa satshanyana kuwena, leyonto
yangihlupha. Kuhle wazi, nkosazana, ukuthi ngiyo-
hlupheka urna kulomhla6a kuyo6a khona urnuntuo�gase um6uke ngamehlo othando, nosizi, owedlula
mma. Seim iminyaka sahlala ndawonye singahlupha­
��nga, ngif�na ukukutshela isifu6a s�mi ngawe l�o­

a amazw1 ami aphelele emnyament womlomo nie­ngensipho ephelela ezandleni zomwashi.
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UNornkhosi kwa6a sengathi akezwa, wazi6a wa­
hla6elela igarna elirnungunya engalikhiphi rnazwi, 
waphendula wathi, "ngiyezwa," waeseqhu6eka enga­
phenduli nkulurno kaTornasi wathi, "ngiyakhurnbula 
kahle ornunye -wala6o 6afana waharnba waya eThe­
kwini." 

"Wo, kanti ungizi6a nje njalo urna ngikhuluma 
nawe yingo6a u6arnbelele kulornfana wangaseMhlali, 
owaya eThekwini, sengiyaqonda rnanje," inhliziyo 
yakhe yase ifudurnele. "Qha, uyaphosisa." Wathatha 
futhi uTornasi, "wazi ngani norna lowo rnfana namu­
hla sewathathwa yirnizulane esiqala ukugcwala erna­
dilobeni ithi iyose6enza kanti iyowunga a6antwana 
6a6antu 6ezise6enzela ?" UNornkhosi wathi, "qha6o 
uyaphosisa Qwa6e." 

"Qha kangiphosisi ngo6a izinda6a ngiyazazi. 
Kufikwa ernaThekwini lapha urnuntu aphenduke urnhu­
qa angaziwa namgodi alala kuwo, alokhu ethi uya­
se6enza kanti uyagcula nernigwaqo yonke. Uyaca-
6anga ukuthi wena uphethwe urnoya wako6efundisi, 
nokutho6a nokuzendlala phansi lokhu onakho unga­
phikisana nezintaka zeTheku ezindiza phezulu ziha­
rnba ngesicathulo? Ingani naye lowo mfana (inga6e 
igarna lakhe ngu6ani) kunarnuhla uyaklernuza ngono­
chwasha a6a6omvu; lapho wena uzikhohlisa ulande­
lana nezinjalo izinto ?" "Qha6o akuyena lowo uya­
phosisa." "Uyongi6uza ungiphale ulirni inga6e uyo­
yi6ona ngisho nernnyama indi6ilishi kuyena mhla
efikayo." 

"Ayiphela asikwazi lokho. Uma engayiphethe,
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ko6e kukhona okukhona, wehlakelwe ishwa," kuphe­
ndula intombazana. 

UTomasi wathukuthela wazilahla amatharnbo 
wakhumbula izikhathi ezidlule ezisabonwa kwaZulu; 
kuphela lapho intombi kwakuthi ma iphendula nga­
rnazwana ano5uswana, insizwa iyigijirna ngomshiza 
ku5e u5umayemaye, ilanyulelwe a5afowa5o. Wa5ona 
ukuthi indlela yokurndo5a uNornkhosi eyoku5a axoxe 
inda5a ayizwe ixoxwa urnfundisi ekhulurna nenkosi­
kazi yakhe ngenkathi ethola izincwadi ezifike neka­
lishi elithwala iposi. "Nansi inda5a enye, Nkosazana, 
ake siyeke ukuxa5ana ngeze. EThekwini lapha kwe­
nzakele inda5a ernbi. Kushayene a5elungu Barnihli­
zana Bafakana odakeni kwafa arnaNgisi ayizintaha­
ntaha, edutshulwa arnaBunu. Kuthiwa Bonke la5a 
6antu a5asuka kwaZulu 6afe Bandlala ucansi lwarna­
khosi a5o, kakusalanga narnunye." "Au, uyithathaphi 
leyo nda5a? Uyizwe ixoxwa urnfundisi? Ngiya5aha­
wukela." "Kuthiwa futhi norna Bekhona a5asalayo, 
6avinjezelwe 5aya5ulawa mihla yonke. Arnathongo 

athukuthele aya5ajezisa ngenxa yo5u5i o5ugcwele. 
eThekwini. Kuhle, Nornkhosi, thina esilapha sihlale
Phansi ngokuzwana, sivurne lokho esidalelwe khona
ngo6a noma ngica6anga ngiphi naphi ngi5ona wena
uda�elwe mina, narni ngidalelwe wena. Pho, kwaya
k?n�ani iNkosi isihlanganise lapha kwamfundisi, ku6e
Ytthi esichumisa umse6enzi weNkosi kuqala a5anye aBazalwane Besavalelekile e5umnyarneni ?"

Lawamazwi angena enhliziyweni kaNomkhosi 
Waqala ukuca5anga ngornunye umqondo. Ngo6anempela uNomkhosi noma waengase amthande uNsi-
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kana, uNsikana waeke wameshela yini lokhu waezi� 
dlalela nje ngo6a 6onke a6afana a6angamashinga 
6ayamemeza nje ma6e6ona intombazana a6angayaziyo 
6enza ukuyigcona. U6ani futhi owayazi ukuthi uNsi­
kana angasathathwe izintaka lezo zaseThekwini, no­
kuthi khona mazingamthathile akafanga yini. Uma 
kufa umlungu lapho uNsikana e6eyini yena. Zonke 
lezizinto zagijima emqondweni kaNomkhosi wethuka 
esethe, "Nempela kuyamangalisa ukuthi yini eyasi­
hlanganisa kwamfundisi." 

UTomasi waengazi ukuthi uma ufuna ukwahlu­
la umuntu wesifazane ikakhulu uma ethanda insizwa, 
qala ngoku6ona yona insizwa uyi nembe ngazozonke 
iziqu zo6unsizwa wena uzifojise u6e ngumuntu wokuha­
wukelwa. KwaZulu waengazange a6one insizwa ifika 
entombini iyeshela, ifike iyihlikahlike ithi, "Suka mta­
nethu, ungaze ungale nje lapho kini ikhona intombi? 
Nawe umilenzana nje, njengodade, uca6anga ukuthi 
ungowokuthanda mina nginjengo6a nginje ?" Isho insi­
zwa ixhume ishaye utshani iqhwishe iya le, iya le 

. phambi kwentombi. Nentombi ihleke olwa6ayeni, 
iqhimuke ikhale ngo6a eyithuka, asuke umntanensi­
zwa ashaye utshani 6engakam6ambi. 

Uyo6e eyathe ayi6one iyokha amanzi afike avi­
mbe phambi kwayo inga6e isahamba eyi6uza ukuthi 
"mtanethu amazwi ami uwagwinya nezinko6e zakwe­
nu ?". Ayigcone ayishiye. Nayo isizolinga ukuzicwala 
njalo aze ayi6one umntanensizwa ukuthi nempela isi­
yakholwa amazwi ayo okuyifojisa, a6ese naye ese­
thamba eseyi6eka i5ala. 

Esilungwini kwasekwahlukile. Intombi wawuyi-
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thuka maqede ngezicana zayo, isuke iqon?� esi6u­
kweni izi6one u6uhle 6ayo i6uye kuwe m1engo6a 
i6injalo izolo. "Alikho iqili elizikhotha em?la�e," ?�­
sho njalo a6adala, nayo yay)z� ikhol:Ye �ma ms1zw� 1y1-
phindephindelela iyithuka nie mg�y16orn. U�ornast wa­
yeswele iseluleko sa6adala, ngo6a m_d_awo yay1�mele ka­
hle, noma phela inhliziyo yentombt mgurnalal �guquka, 
isondo Jenqola. 6aharnba kanyekany�, 6aye6af1ka ekha­
ya se6exoxa ezokholo, Jena yothando 1safakwe ebodwe-
ni yazitshekelwa. 

Urnfundisi waeca6anga uku6a kotht nxa 6eshada 
la6a 6anta6akhe 6aqhu6e umse6enzi asewuqalile pha­
kathi kwesizwe esimnyama. 6o6a6ili wae6athanda 
eseca6anga noku6a kothi ngenkathi izwe selidatshu­
lwa lenziwa amanxiwa akaLizevu, na6o uyo6ada6u­
lela ku6e isikhumbuzo enzalweni ya6o. Waephupha 
njal'o Jeli phupho elingazange lithele zithel_o, zi6onwe
uye umfundisi wamakholwa. Ngo?a kun!alo, 6onke 
a6azimisela uku6ona izithelo zem1se6enz1 ya6o 6a­
jwayele ukuzivunelwa a6anye 6ona se6adl�la noma 
izithelo zephuze ukuvuthwa. Lokhu kuvamtle nase­
zikhathini zanamuhla uku6a urnca6ango nje nesifiso 
sornuntu kudale izindonga zernifula zi6e arnage6e, 
kodwa ku6e 6engabekile pharnbili ukuthi lawo rnanzi 
ayovela ernithonjeni leyo anjani. Kanti rnhlaumbe 
arnage6e Jawo arnbiwe ezihla6athini zenkangala, ku­
fike arnashisandlu neziphepho, kukhukhuleke wonke 
ama6i6i phakathi kugqi6eke irnifula ingazange i6ona­
kale, njengokuyi6uka kwethu ihanjiswa. arnaphupho.

Urnfundisi irnica6ango yakhe way1tshela lornfo 
kaNogiyela, naye waja6ula waqikileka e6ona umfu­
ndisi ernthanda kangaka. Waqala ukufundela, uku-
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shurnayela, kwa6onakala nokuthi yonke inda6a, yakhe 
noNornkhosi iyavuthwa ngernpela. K wanqunywa 
uku6a rnhla 6eshadayo kuyo6a yi6ona a6ayokwenze­
lwa idili elikhulu lesikholwa. UNornkhosi waeseqala 
uku6ukela irnishado yesikholwa, wayi6ona ukwahlu­
ka kwayo kweyakwaZulu ernidala. 

KowakwaZulu intornbi yayiphurna nornthirnba 
wayo iyokurna iphethe isho6a lenka6i, nesinqindi · so­
rnkhonto eyayisina ngaso ikhornbisa ukuthi u6unto­
rnbi 6ayo 6uphelile, isithwale isinqindi sornkhonto 
kuze kuphele isikhati sorngcagco. Yayifaka inyongo 
ekhanda, kuyinyongo yenkorno eyihlatshisiwe nguyise 
rnhla kwernulwayo isizophurna iye kowayo. Inyongo 
le eyayikhornbisa njalo ukuthi urnntwana akalahliwe 
a6aku6o nokuthi arnathongo awoyise ayarnphelezela 
ayornakhisa urnuzi wesihle. Lenyongo yayikhornbisa 
u6uzalwane phakathi kwernizi eshadiselanayo, nalapho 
urnakoti esengene endlini yakhe lenyongo waengena 
nayo ayichorne ernsarno norna ngasernnyango. Zazi­
sina izintornbi zornthirnba ziphelekezela urnakoti ku­
yilokhu zifike naye kusihlwa zigqurnushela kuze 
kuphurne ilanga. 

Esikhundleni soku5a kuyiwe endlini yokusonta 
yo6ukholwa urnthirnba kwaZulu wawuvuka ekuseni 
uyendle esihlahleni lapho wawunikezwa khona irnbuzi 
norna inkorno yokuphekel'endle; kuthi nezihlo6o ezi­
letha ukudla zikuyise khona esihlahleni lapho. Ngale­
zozikhathi urnkhongi kwakusengathi uyena urnfundisi 
ngo6a uyena owayesho isikhathi aphurne ayokhipha 
urnthirnba awulethe esigcawini. Nempela 6ese uphurna 
urnthirnba uqonde esigcawini ushuqungene ufike lapho· 
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uklele uthi klebu izinhla ezirnbili; ornarne se5eshanele

phansi ngarnasholo a6o ezinyarnazane 6ehhalalisela

urnntwana 6emshiya kumfokazana. Lelo langa phela

wonke umuntu uphakamisa okwakhe, a6akwa6o ka­

rnntwana Basho zonke izici ngornkhwenyana na6ako­

mkhwenyana Basho zonke izici ngentornbi leyo na-

6akwa6o. 
Ngalezo zikhathi umakoti naye waenernpeleki

yakhe e6imzimazisa kuthi uma izinhla seziklelile an:�
ngale, nayo irne ngalaphaya 6aqale igama 606a61_h

6ego6odisile urnakoti elokhu ekhornbe phansi nges1-

nqindi sakhe somkhonto nernpeleki yakhe ikhornbe

phansi ngesigqigqi sayo senduku. Zothi zilarnukela
igama izintornbi zilivume nazo zigo6odisile lize livu­
thwe zilishayele ihlombe, kusuke ukusina. 

Kuqale umakoti nempeleki yakhe asine esha­
shalazini aphurne aqonde komyeni ezi6ukelini, athi
lapho ethi qhwi e6uya, kuphume ezinye izintombi

ezimbili zilandele nazo zidlalisela okoku6a zikhiwe
ernthimbeni kuthiwe: "Hheya! yasina intombi kaSi-
6ani6ani, enje, ne ukuthi-suka 60!" Iyathi iyagoduka
sekuke kwafika izinsizwa zajama zathi, "Guga mzi­
mba, sala nhliziyo, kakusigodo s_aguga namaxolo aso."
Urna kusina umthirnba isilisa sakomntwana kasisini
sithi qakalala: silokhu sishudula ndawonye sivurna
igarna. 

Kuyothi uma umthimba uphakule kusuke uyise
wornntwana a6eke umntanakhe emzini, athemeleze.
Uyoqala ngoku6onga arnakhosi aku6o, ehle eze ko­
yisernkhulu aze a6onge nomntanakhe uma 6ekuyinto­
rnbi eyaziwayo. Lapho kuzophurna izinsizwa ezithu-
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kuthelayo ezingamagagu zisinele amazwi kayise wo­
mntwana, kushuquke uthuli, kukikize omame macala 
onke. Yiso lesisikhathi lapho kwehla izinyembezi 
kwa5aningi Bekhumbula amathongo aku5o. 

Uma kugiye insizwa eliqhawe eseyake yahla5ana 
kothi lapho isi5uya isigiyile a5aku5o Bacaphune ihla­
Bathi nezi5i Bayithele ngazo Bethi: "Hamba kuthi-kuthi, 
wena owathi kunje kwanje," i5uye insizwa inikina 
njengenkunzi kade ihlephul'isiduli ithi5a. Omame Ba­
lokhu Begqize njalo Beqhudelana na5o Benanela ama­
zwi akhulunywayo nokusina kwezinsizwa. Ekugqi­
zeni lapha kukhona af:iaziwayo njengokaMa5uza wa­
kwaNgcoBo owayegane kuMhlakaza kaNkonzo wa­
kwaNgwane khona EMvoti. Nanamuhla lokhu uku­
gqiza kuyihlo5o emishadweni ya5antu ngisho a5afu­
ndisiwe. EMvoti kusenziwa kakhulu. 

Kothi kuphela Iokhu kungene uyise kamyeni 
naye athethele umntanakhe ikhetho Beselihoxa liyo­
vunula ngo5a inkundla isizothathwa yilona. Esikha­
leni sokuvunula kwekhetho ekade Ii5ukela umthimba 
wona osusine wa5uyiselwa eceleni, kuye kuqu5ule 
a5antu a5angenanda5a nomgcagco lowo, a5ayizi5ukeli 
zaleso sifunda, ngo5a isigcawu kasivunyelwe sishiywe 
nje; fun a kuveze amashwa lokho. 

Ikhetho liyoqhamuka liqhu5a izinkomo lihambe 
lishuqungene nalo lihla5elela igama laku5o. lyokho­
nya inkunzi noma inka5i, zithathele izinsi�wa zigiye 
zifele emhla5athini. Ngo5a kukhona oku5ophe umu­
ntu enkomeni kwamhlanganisa nenhla5athi azalelwe 
kuyo, noma imithetho nezikhathi zingaguquka-iqiniso 
lelo. Ziyosondela izinsizwa, namakhehla ehola, isima-
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me singemuva. Kuzosina isilisa sisi�ela un:it�imba
manje isimame sizimazise. lkhetho l!shaya 1s1gekle
Japho izinsizwa zima zithi du, kuphe_Ia kun�akaze
umzimba nesisu, nezandla, nekhanda, mkomb1 ku5�
sengathi '1rnyisenamatharnbo, indu_ku isiphum'e5uswem,
ibek'eceleni, naphezulu. Othath1sayo lapho sekuzo­
suka Bonke Bazomshayela ihlombe Bemukha ngoku-
dlulisel'a5anye. 

Kuyophela Japho kuhlakazekwe sekulungiselwa 
ikusasa lapho kuzohlatshwa khona ngo5a namuhla
kudliwa utshwala kakhulu. Yayinje indlela yokushada
eyaziwa uNornkhosi okwathi ukufika kokukh?lwa ya­
qala ukuguquka ngo5a nomfundisi uGilawo�1 . w�eke
avakashe ayo5ona kusinwa, a5one nalapho 1zms1zwa 
zigiya kusuka amaqungo ekhanda; nalapho omarne 
Bekikiza Beqhawuzelisa okwamathole endle; nalapho 
sekushaywa isigekle. , .. 

Okunye kwakwethusa ikakhulu ngo5 umfund1s1
wake wa5ona uMhuhulu wakwaNgwane exosha urnu­
ntu umuntu lo wa5aleka waye wangena ngaphansi 
ko�-bede wakhe. Phezu kwalokho uMhuhulu wamla­
ndela igazi selishisa wangena endlini_ �ornfundisi wa­
khalakathela nasekamelweni lornfund1s1 wamgwazela 
khona umuntu lo ngaphansi kom-bede. Umfundisi 
akayikhohlwanga Ienda5a waehlala njalo eyikhumbula 
nakuNomkhosi. 

Njengo5a a5antu 5a5engena njalo enkolweni 
imithetho ya Bo yehluka kwa5angaphandle nangendlela · 
yokushadisa kwa5o. Umfundisi wakwenqa5a uku5a 
a5antu Bakikize noku5a kugaywe amatshwala kuda­
kiswe a5antu. Ukugiya nakho kwenqatshelwa pha-
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kathi komuzi. Amaculo omshado ahlukana iziga6a 
ezimbili. Ngelanga kungena umshado kwakugqunyu­
shelwa njengakuqala khona amagama esehlukile se­
kushaywa idotsha6a nokunye okuthiwa isawondi, ku­
shaywe umqhuqhumbelo owawuzifanisa nesigekle ko­
dwake wona udlalisa ngezinyawo. Kuphikiswane 
kuze kuse. Ngakusasa kuyiwe esontweni kuyo6o­
shwa ifindo phambi kwa6antu 6onke 6enkolo, kucu­
lwe amagama esonto ku6uye kuhlatshelelwe namanye 
okuzithokozisa futhi emva koku6a ifindo li6oshwe. 

Noma phela izinto a6antu 6a6engovuma zonke, 
za6axaka uku6a umfundisi anqa6ele nokukikiza kodwa 
lokhu. 6aqumbelana phakathi njalo uma kushadiswa 
kwaze kwathi ngelinye ilanga inkosikazi kaNxa6a 
yazidela yakikiza lapho izinsizwa nezintombi zithi 
ukuphuma nje endlini yesonto, zikhwela uGulukudela, 
zi6ophene unyawo ludla umunyu zitamba. 
Wathi: 

"Hheya! kakusenacala ziningi izinkomo ezi6ayeni, 

useyoyishaya nomfundisi lowo," washo eqhuma phe­
zulu ethi, "kikiki, kanti kakuphumi ntombi yini, saha­
mba sengathi kufiwe, si6oshwe imilomo ?" Wathi ethi 
nya, sasuka sonke isimame saduma phezulu sisho 
ngamazwi akade a6oshwa, saqhumisa okwamanzi 
efohla uthango kade evinjelwe, asho amakhosikazi 
avunyelwa zigodi namagquma oMvoti washo omunye 
umame wathi. "Kikiki, kuhle kwethu kugcwigcwiz'­
o6umnandi, kuphum'intombi, kusho thina 6omuz'omdala, 

6omuz'omkhulu 6asesikoleni eMvoti ozisini onwele 
ziluhlaza zikanywa ngamahleza." 

Hhawu sangquzuka sonke isimame sakikiza. 
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Yayingenakuzi6amba inkosikazi kaNxa6a i5ona 
indodana yayo iligagu, ithi noma ipuluha yenza lokhu 
nalokhu, seluqonge phezulu ukositini kumfo kaMba­

mbo uMafushane, kodwa kuthule kuthi nya. lndodana 
yakhe ujako6osi eyayimpofu ilihwanqa, yayaziwa 
phakathi kwezinsizwa. Waze wathi ezidela unina, 
uMseyiseyi waengazideli ngamanga, waekhumbula 
oyisemkhulu a6angasekho. 

UNomkhosi wa6uka lomshado washaywa uvalo 
e6ona a6antu 6edelela umfundisi 6eqa umthetho wa­
khe, 6ekikiza njengamaphandle. Kodwa nakuyena 
kwafika inhliziyo yo6uhlu6uki wathi naye u6engaki- · 
kiza uma intsha idlala kahle kanje, ngo6a waengali-
6oni icala ekukikizeni nasekuthokozeni kwesimame. 
Nokho phela, umfundisi waewushayile umthetho, oma­
me la6a 6a6eqa izwi lomfundisi, akathandanga uku­
gxila kakhulu kulokhu wagcina ngokuthi 6ayaphosisa 
Banke, noma isiphosiso yena engasi6oni. 

Zazihamba zisikaza izintombi ezindala sezivulwe 
imilomo. Konke lokhu waku6uka uNomkhosi wafela 
phakathi. Lokhu ukuqala kokukhula kwezimpiko za-
6antu 6e6ona ukuthi ezinye izinto zazinqatshelwa nje 
kodwa zingena6o u6u6i kuzona. Kusukwa mhla lokho 
kwasekukikizwa, nomfundisi kasizwa ukuthi inkomo 
yehlawulo wayilanda koMdleyana njengo6a inkosikazi 
yakhona uMseyiseyi ephule umthetho. Kakhulu ka­
ngakanani lokhu phela manje izinsizwa ezazivela 
emaThekwini zasezifike nenkositini, kuthi lapho se­
yikhala nje izinsizwa zixhume zithi zilunywa amate­
kenyane, kusho izinto zawo Makha6eni oMsindo, ne-
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zawo Hlonono oLangeni, nezawo Mbambo ezazikhu­
luma ziwalaze oM-mbiyana. 

Umshado wawuyihlo5o zonke izintombi sezifuna 
ukushada zinyathele ngezambulela ezimhlophe, zita­
mba zi5oshelwe ngokuzwana kwazo, ziholwa umshayi 
wenkositini ngaphambili okuthiwa umasikandi. Na5a­
ngaphandle kwasesikoleni, loluhlo5o lomshado lwa5a­
khanga 5afike 5ehlome izinduku Bame laphaya 6a6u­
kele izintombi nezinsizwa zamakholwa zidlala ngale­
mfungumfu eyayikhala kusuke unwele, kukhale nezi­
mfengwane sengathi kukhona iziphoso ezithile kulento, 
nekhambi elisusa usinga. Kwakuwa izinkomo nezi­
nka6i kuyothengwa inkositini-imfungumfu-ekhala 
intombi ingenwe iha6iya ilaze ezinta6eni. "Hhayi 
wena 5ulima ngo6a kade si6a umtapo wezihlakani­
phi !!" 

UNomkhosi waeku6uka konke lokhu ahleke e6on a 
lezizinto ezifika na6avela eThekwini ziguqula a6antu 
zi6enza olunye uhlo5o. Ye6o a6antu 5ase6eguqukile 
se6engenaku6anjwa muntu. Ilanga laseliphumile enza­
nsi se6ethathe amageja Bephekuza Bephanga isikhathi, 
6e6alekela ukuhlwa. 

Naye uNomkhosi wazi6ona futhi efikelwa yile­
nhliziyo futhi yo5uhlu6uki imtshela phakathi kunembe­
za wakhe ukuthi lowaya mfana owahamba wathi ma­
kolindwa njalo, naye uyothi mhla efikayo amguqule 
amenze enye into. Wakhohlwa kancane umfundisi 
owayesendlini kude ngasesontweni, wakhohlwa nya 
ngoTomasi owayesengenile enhliziyweni yakhe. K wa­
kumnandi ukuhamba alandele lesisixuku sa6antu a5e­
ngomunye waso atambe nezintombi ezinye. Kwaku-
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rnnandi ukukhuluma ngeTheku angalaziyo lapho ama­
nzi ewelwa ngezikebe ezigwinya a5antu zi5aphumi­
sele ngale ngaphesheya, 5aya6uya Baphethe izimfu­
ngumfu, namaduku awosilika, nezicathulo ezi6omvu, 
nezambulela ezimhlophe eziqhi6ulwa yizintombi ezi­
phambili. Kwakumnandi ukuhlala njalo phakathi kwa­
la5a5antu. Ye6o kwakumnandi. 

/SAHLUKO V. 

Uku6a amaBunu 5awachithe eMtateni weTheku,

asuka lapho aqonda ngasemGungundlovu lapho uhu­

lumeni wawo wawahlulela khona izinda6a. Amanye

ngenxa yokudangala athi akanakuhlala eNatali lapho

eNingizimu ephehlwa ngamaMpondo kaFaku, nanga­

seMpumalanga ejojwa ngamaNgisi, kanti eNyakatho

amaZulu ayewacifele iso athi kuwo "Mpango-mpango

ukulala ngomkhono." Achitheka futhi eqa uKhahla­

mba eduka anyamalala kwasala insila yawo eyingco-

sana. 

KwaZulu ukukhanya kwasekuphumile eMpuma­

langa a6efundisi a5amhlophe se5e5aningi Bethi Bafu­

ndisa a6antu ukukholwa eNkosini. Njengo5a phela

6a5engahlukene okompela na5aku5o phesheya ko­

lwandle nala5a a5aseThekwini, 6a5elokhu 5ebalelana

izincwadi zifike lapha eThekwini zigcinwe 5esezitha­

thwa ngengqukumbane eyayidonswa amahhashi, izi­

hlakaze nomhla5a wonke kaZulu. NakwaDukuza

kwakukhona isikhumulo samahhashi, athathe aye afike

oHlawe, athathe lawo afake eThekwini njalo masonto
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onke, kushayela aBantu aBaBethenjiwe ngoBa kwaku­
fika nerniqulu yaBefundisi igcwele wena zinguBo, 
nawe zincwadi. 

Enye yalezizingqukurnbane eyayisuka kwaDu­
kuza yadlula ekuseni ngovivi inqurna oGqolweni kuyo 
irnidoni yalapho izigeBengu zakwaMaphurnulo Bezi­
rndinda khona uNsikana. Ernva kokuBa zirndinde 
uNsikana waquleka Banke uBusuku engazi lapho ekho­
na kodwa urnqondo wakhe undiyazeliswa izinto ezi­
ningi ezazifika yena ecaBanga ukuthi usefile. EBu­
suku urnoya wagcwala arnakhaza kwase kugcwala 
ungqoqwane warnphapharnisa uNsikana kodwa alrnqo­
ndanga lapho ekhona. Walinga ukunyakaza kodwa 
urnzirnba wonke wawus inda engawuzwa ukuthi ungo­
wakhe yini. Arnakhaza aBuya agcwala esigodini nje­
ngoBa kwasekuphakathi kwarnaBili, sekuzothatha uku­
sa, arngongoBalisa arnakhaza kangangoBa akaBuyanga 
esakwazi ukukhulurna, nokunyakaza lokhu. Yadlula 
ingqukurnbane yaBefundisi iqonde eThekwini Bathi 
Bethi nhla eceleni korngwaqo BaBona urnuntu esewu­
godo nje, Bawarnisa arnahhashi Bathi Bekhulurna naye 
Bafurnanisa engakwazi nokukhulurna nokushwawuzela 
kodwa lokhu. 6athi Bernguqula Bafurnanisa izingozi 
eziningi zirnrnboze ekhanda nemivirnbo emzimbeni 

'

BaBona ukuthi qha Bekungurnuntu wasesikoleni, uBe-
sukelwa izinswelaBoya zirnphanga anakho. 5arnha­
wukela, Barncosha, Bamsonga ngompisirnpisi aBafudu­
rneleyo, Bamzwela usizi ayekulo. 6arnfaka enqoleni 
yamahhashi Baphindela naye ernuva eThekw ini ; konke 
lokhu kwenzeka kuye nje akazi yena. 

6afike Barnshiya lapho Bethatha khona izirnpahla 
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Bathatha aBakuthuny iwe, Bashintsha amahhashi Bagu­
quka kusa ngakusasa. Ukufika kwaBo ekhaya _B�yi­
xoxa ekhishini lapho kuhleliwe kugcwele 1z1se­
Benzi uNomkhosi eBapha ukudla. "6ayidemeza insi­
zwa ngezinduku madoda sizwe sifikelwa usizi sayi­
cosha sayesayilahla eThekwini." OBani Bona la Bo?" 
"Ai6azi ngoBa nathi Besijahe eThekwini," kuphendula 
omunye, "s ithe s ijika nje ngasezindongeni ez!soGqo­
lweni sarnBona lomuntu. lnsizwa egcwele, msundu 
nje, ngokugqoka kwayo nornzimba ngiyaBona iliQwa_-6e." Usephendula uTornasi, owayekade elalele, utht, 
"anoqaphela narnuhla kuyingozi ukuharnb� nico_sh'�;,Bantu Bezilalele emigwaqweni norna Bern kaniant. 
"Awu uthini - nduna na? Noma lowo muntu sirnBona 
elirnele kade eBulawa na ?" "YeBo kuyingozi ngoBa 
kwazi Bani norna yinina eBenirngcweleza nirnBulalela 
irnali yakhe? EThekwini lapha izwe laBelungu nerni­
thetho ya Bo." "Kunjalo nduna na ?" "YeBo lezizinto 
ngiyazazi." Wahleka uNornkhosi oBeBuze lowo mBuzo, 
wasuke waharnba, akaBuyanga angene lapho ngoBa 
waeseqedile ukupha iziseBenzi. Kusuka ngalelo langa 
Bonakala aBantu aBaBuyanga Bacoshe muntu endleleni 

urna BernBona ehluphekile, norna seBeya eThekwini 
BaseBeqhaqhazela BesaBa ukuthi funa BaBuye BaBuzwe 
ngendaBa yalornuntu aBamcoshayo nokuthi ngase 
BaBanjwe BeBanjelwa ukuthi Bayizigcwelegcwele, Ba­
cishe BaBulala umuntu. 

Ngalelo langa Bernshiya uNsikana wathathwa 
wayiswa endlini ethize lapho wathi eqaBuka waBona 
esendawen i ayaziyo ayejwayele nokuthunywa kuyo 
aBelungu Bakhe. "Ngiyaphupha noma sengifile na? 
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Nithi ngisaphila nin'enilapha ?" Washo ethinta ekha­
nda esikhundleni soku5a athinte izinwele wahlanga-
5ezana nezindwangu ezimhlophe zim5ophile ikhanda 
Jonke, wathi uyato5oza kwezwakala u5uhlungu. Wathi 
uyaguquka lapho wayelaliswe khona phezu kocansi 
olwalugcwele utshani ngaphansi, wezwa futhi kutshu­
tshumba umzimba wonke, udumbile, futhi unenkwa­
tshu, wa5uye wa5uza wathi "Ngiyaphupha noma ngi­
saphila na ?" 

Bamtshela yonke inda5a yokumcosha kwa5o 
a5antu 5omfundisi, 5amcosha oGqolweni, ngenxa ye­
zingozi ayezithwele ekhanda. UNsikana wathi esesele 
yedwa waqala ukulandela indlela yakhe na5antu 5a­
kwaMaphumulo, eyilandela emica5angweni yakhe 
waye wafika ezidonini lapho wafika wacashisa khona 
imali yakhe ngasesidulwini, emva kwalokho wa5ona 
5emshaya, ngemva akaqondanga lutho. Nakhu ese­
zi5ona lapha kulendlu. Wa5onga amadlozi aku5o 
uku5a nakhu esindile wa5ancenga uku6a 5amdedele 
aye kumlungu wakhe. Yamangala inkosana yakhe 
owayeyise6enzela im5ona enje, yamfunela amakhambi 
ako6elungu, agcwele amafutha emithini, nemikhomo 
nezimbazi zolwandle, namanye amakhu6alo namakha 
nani namuhla enike niwa6one egqunyiswe emakhe­
mesi ezinyanga ezimhlophe kulezizinsuku zanamuhla. 
Nako6elungu kukhona a6athakathi a6asile a6athe ntse 
a6aphatha imithi engaphezu kweyawo Motlomi uyi� 
s�mkhulu kaMshweshwe, nengaphezu kwaleya eya­
y1gaywa uM6ophe egca6a ngayo uShaka khona ezo-
5a nesithunzi. La6a 6athakathi 5ako6elungu 6akufaka 
6aku6eke izinsimbi lapha esifu6eni u6a5one se6ethi 
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"ncincinci," 6a5uye 5ayi5eke ohlangothini, ukufa lokhu 
Baku5one ngamehlo ezindle6e njengo5a kuzo zombili 
izindle6e kungena izintanjana ezi5omvana noma zi6e 
mnyama. 5ese5ekuthwe6ula ngemilozi yolwandle ku­
sha5alale. NoNsikana kwathi mahlayana, kwathi ma­
hlayana, hawu Bakuthwe5ula, wasinda. 

Imithi Jena waezilandela ekhemesi ephethe incwa­
jana. Kwayakwaya waze wajwayelana nomfana owa­
yesanda kufika ese5enza khona evela kulo langase­
Mvoti. Ngelinye ilanga lomfana wathanda ukubalela 
ku5o kodwa ukulo5a engakwazi. UNsikana wamba­
lela, nezi5uyayo izincwadi zazifundwa uNsikana. Nge­
linye ilanga lomfana wathola incwadi eyayinalaw'a­
mazwi :-

"UTomasi indodana kaNogiyela uzogcagciswa 
ngomthetho wamakholwa nentokazi kaMakhwatha 
ehlala kwamfundisi. Kepha kukhona umoyana woku­
thi ukhona umuntu owake wayikhulumisa waseyishiya 
wanyamalala wathi uyose5enza. Kodwa phela lawo 
amaxoxo nje: a5antu a6ayeki ukuxoxa." 

UNsikana walinga kakhulu ukuzi6amba kodwa 
inhliziyo yakhe yamdalula yathi kuye: "uwe lowo 
Nsikana, owatshela intombazana uku5a ikulindele, 
"Noma nini" khona uyoyitshela okwakho nayo, nana­
muhla ikulindele." Wagoduka nemithi yakhe kwathi 
lapho egco5a amanxe6a akhe wa5ehla5elela ngosizi 
oluncane, elinga uku6a afinyelele ekhaya. Thina 
MaZulu yonke into esiyica5angayo, nesiyifisayo, ne­
siyikhumbule, nesida6ukisile, nesija6ulisile, siyeneka 
phansi siyihla6elele ngephimbo elibekene, nelizwana 
naleyo mvunga ekuphethe ngaleyo nkathi. Yiyo le­
nto ekhohlisa iningi la5antu 6ezizwe a5afunda izindlela 

3 



zikaZulu, 6athi noma egqilazeka noma ekla6ile 6ezwe 
kufana nje kuye, ekwaneka phansi ngengoma. No­
Nsikana wamungunya awakhe amagama kanti yilapho 
eqaqa khona inkinga eyaziwa uye yedwa noNomkhosi. 

Kukho konke owayekuca6anga ngoNomkhosi 
waefika aqedeleke, eseze wonda nokonda yinda6a 
yokuthi imali yakhe yasala endle, mhla ethi ma'ka6u­
lawe izige6engu zakwaMaphumulo. Nendawo yemali 
lapho wayifihla khona wa engasayazi ngempela. Wa­
linga ukuca6anga ukuthi nga6e kwakukuyiphi indawo 
kodwa kakumkhanyelanga neze. Waekhumbula nje 
ukuthi kwakungaphansi komdoni othize eduze nesi­
duli esi6uqamamana nomuthi. No6ulongwe 1060 aye-
6eke ngaphansi kwa6o, namuhla kade 6oma 6ambo­
zwa utshani. Zonke lezizinto zenza uku6a umqondo 
wakhe ungagculi, alale engalele. 

Ngesonto elilandelayo wa6uza kulomfana ukuthi 
uyogoduka nini, ngo6a waefuna ukuhambisana naye 
njengo6a izindlela zase zingewona amahlane angakho. 
Nezinqola zentaraspoti zasezihamba njalo emgwaqwe­
ni zithutha. UNsikana wae6ulawa ukuthi, usazose6e­
nza athole enye imali, nokuthi kungamsizani uku6u­
yela ekhaya engaphethe lutho na. Anga6a inhlekiso 
naku6antu, ayilo6ole ngani yona intombi angase ayi­
chithise lo6u tshwala eyase i6ugayile kumfo kaNogi­
yela. 

Umfana lo waeqede izinyanga ezimbili namaso­
nto amat�athu esemse6enzini esezogoduka ekupheleni 
kwenyanga. 6aqala uku6opha imithwalo, 6elungisa 
nezikhali zendlela nemiphako. Njengo6a UNsikana 
waesazi konke ngendlela kuyekufike oGqolweni wa-
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qopha isikhathi sokusuka wathi ma6asuke ntambama 
Bahambe impela, 6alale emzaneni wa6elungu owase 
uqalile eMdloti. Wavuma umngane wakhe nempela 
Baliphaqaza Belishaya phansi, 6ehlangana naBafokazi, 
BakwaZulu Beqonde eThekwini Be6uza, "kunjani Ba­
ngane Bethu, kuyadliwa nje emuva," 6aphendule Bathi, 
"wo, kuyaBuswa oThungulu, nathi sisayoBona ema­
khaya." "Pho siyolalaphi makhosana na ?" Basho 
njalo ziyahamba izinsizwa ezimbili, Bona Berni Banqaka 
amazwi aBo. "Wo hhiya, kakusekude, uyodlula leya 
ntaBa uswacele, uwele umfula omkhulu esizalweni 
sawo, uyoziBona izindlu ezimhlophe." 

"SiyaBonga, kakusho nina ukuthi kuya6uswa 
oThungulu kusho imizimba yenu ukuhambela phezulu, 
ngisho nakwaZulu, Mpandekekhona, azisekho izinsi­
zwa ezinjalo." 6aguquke aBafokazi 6ahambe. 

Lathi lishona ilanga Ba6edlule Ohlange 6eqela 
emagqumeni abeke uMdloti namanzi awo seBewaBu­
kela phansi, Bathi 6eguqula amehlo Bewaqondisa nge­
nhla 6awaBona amatende nezindlwana eziningana 
zimi. 6aphendukela khona seBeyofuna indawo yo­
kulala njengo6a kwasekuhlwile kuyingozi futhi uku­
lala endle kugcwele izilwane. 6afika Bakhuleka 6a­
cela indawo yokulala 5akhonjiswa indlwana eyayi 
liqhugwane kuyona kuBaswe umlilo kukhona naBanye 
aBantu a6agozoBele khona kuzosa Bedlula. 6onke 
BaBeqonde eThekwini Bengazange Baye khona nga­
phambili. 

Kwakuxoxwa ezempi nokuBa kwaZulu manje 
umBuso usuphethwe uCetshwayo njengo6a kade i6a­
mbene eyamadodana kaMpande eNdondakusuka. Ya-

3* 
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yibedula ekaM5uyazi kodwa isidumbu sakhe kasaziwa 
muntu. Iningi lithi wa5aleka uM5uyazi ngenkathi 
e5ona ukuthi impi yakhe iyehlulwa, iziGqoza 5ezini­
kinela phansi a5oSuthu, uM5uyazi wa5aleka waya 
eMgungundlovu. A5anye 5ayaphika 5athi wazi5ulala 
ngendlela engaziwayo wathi akanakuthanda isidumbu 
sakhe siphathwe nokuphathwa uCetshwayo noma 
umuntu woSuthu. 

Yaxoxwa inda5a kwaze kwa5a se5usuku. Izi­
nsizwa zakhona eMdloti ezazise5enzela a5elungu za­
zihla5elela zigiya, zizinwe5a, ezinye zibema amagudu 
zinganake lutho. Izinsizwa za5elungu lezi zazibema 
ugwayi zihleli ezindlwaneni zazo zifunda amaphepha 
ngezi5ani. Wathula uNsikana e5uka konke lokhu 
e5ona ukwahlukana kwemiqondo ya5antu a5asavela 
kwaZulu 5edla ngoludala nala5a a5ase5ejwayele a5e­
lungu, waca5anga ukuthi kazi ko5e kunjani ngezi­
khathi zamadodana a5o uma 5eyo5anawo. 

Yena waengekho kukho konke lokhu waeca5a­
nga ngentombazana owayigcina eminyakeni emitha­
thu edlule nezinyanga ngaphezulu, emangala ukuthi 
kazi namuhla ingakanani. Nokuthi lensizwa okuthiwa 
uTomasi kazi injani, ingakanani. Nokuthi noma ingaze 
i5e ngangezinta5a zi5ekelene ko5e a5abekananga 
noNomkhosi emehlweni, wamkhumbuza okudala nesi­
thembiso sakhe sokumlindela "Noma nini." Kothi 
lapho umlilo umnandi, nezinsizwa zixoxa ezakwaZulu, 
imithwalo i5ekwe laphaya, limfikele ifu elimnyama 
lokusala kwemali yakhe oGqolweni, nokuthi khona 
uma uNomkhosi engase amthande angamlo5ola ngani. 
Kuphele konke a5ekuca5anga, u5uso 5akhe 5uhwa-
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qa5ale 0ugcwale imivingqi, nezinhlonzi ziphakame 
aququde amazinyo aphume phandle eshiya izimpahla 
zakhe nomngane wakhe. 

K waze kwathi e5usuku 5alala kwathula kwathi 
cwaka, njalo a5afo 5akwaZulu a5a6engakujwayela­
nga ukulala-zu, 5a5uye 5aphaphame 5ephonsana 
amazwi, "kazi mina ka5a5a ngo5e ngilelephi ngomuso," 
omunye naye o5ese ephapheme aphendule athi, "se­
ngathi usho kimi mina inhliziyo yami isekhaya. Unga­
ngi5onisela oMaBulose nomaShandu 5eqwashile kwe­
lempi." 6a5uye 5athule, kuthule kuthi cwaka, ku­
zwakale enzansi emfuleni amaselesele ewekeza echwe­
nsa e5ika ihlo5o a5uye anqamuke, 5esekuhonqa 
omunye endlini eziphuphela nje ekhuluma, phakathi 
nendlu iziko lilokoza umlilo okhihlikile kodwa usuyo­
phela sekukhona ungwengwezi lomlotha ngaphezu­
kwelahle, na5antu endlini se5enga5onani. Waze wa­
lala uNsikana wathuswa izinkuku sezikhala kanti 
ikhwezi seliphumile enzansi. Wamvusa umngane 
wakhe uNsikana, 5agqoka 5avalelisa kwaBanye, Behla 
Bawashaya amanzi oMdloti. Ilanga laphuma Bekhu­
phukile eNyaninga Bedlula oHlawe ( oThongathi ma­
nje) seBezohamba amathafa asoGqolweni. Lathi lifu­
dumala Basondela ezidonini; Bahlala ezidonini lezo 
Bathi "eya akunacala, sesihambile ngoBa sekuzoBa­
mini yantambama, lothi liya ngonina 5esesihlukana, 
ngingena kwelakithi." "YeBo wethu, sesihambile, ake­
sihlale phansi sithathe amathunga siphuze nanka 
amanzi omthombo emahle." "Nempela," kusho uNsi­
kana. 

Phansi kwezidoni Bahlala phansi Babubudla ama-
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nzi kashukela, 6ashwakaqela nemfamumfamu yesi­
nkwa, Basulela ngamaqatha enyama, waesethi uNsika­
na "Ngisaya ngaphandle." Njengo5a yena ehleli edla 
nje wae5uka ehlanganisa ukuma kwendawo ukuthi 
njengo5a "salala laphaya, mina ngasuka ngathi, ngi­
yofihla imali." Wasukuma ese5ona indawo kodwa 
isiduli okuyisonasona engasiqondi kahle phakathi 
kwezimbili ezazimi ndawonye; Wasifuna isikundla, 
ebudula lngalapha nangalapha waze wa5ona Japho 
nga5e ikhona imali, waqhwanda ngesidunu senduku, 
nempel? k�athi _engazelele kwathi khwehlehle, ya­
phuma 1malt, waytqoqa amehlo akhe esenga5oni uvalo 
neza�dla ziqhaqhazela sengathi ukhona om6onayo'. 
Way15ala yaphelela yonke. Waeseguqa phansi wa­
Bonga eNkosini, wagcina ngoku5iza oyisemkhulu. 
ABelungu la5a 5a5emthanda ngempela ngo5a, lomnca­
ne owaesesele wamupha opondwe a5ayisithupha 
emhawukela ngokulahlekelwa kwakhe. Seyiphelele 
yonke manje ya5a amashumi ama5ili opondwe no-
pondwe ngaphandle. 

W?Buya umf? waseNkoBongo eseyisonge nge­
duku ehkhulu wahthatha walithi ntsi esiswini khona 
ingezokhala iziwe a5antu a5adlulayo. Wafika waxo­
lisa kumngane wakhe ngokuli5ala ngo5a wamfuma­
nisa esel_ele ecotshwe yindlela, nokukhathala, nelanga.
Esemvus1le Bathatha imithwalo Bahamba. UNsikana 
���s� kunguye osexox'inda5a manje nemilenze ya5o 
1s1qm1le. Kwathi liyoshona 5a5eqhamuka eMhlali 
uNsikana wam5onga umngane wakhe uNkomeni ka� 
Zululokulethwa wakwaKhuzwayo. Bakhombisana 
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namakhaya a5o, uNkomeni emyalela lapho Beyohla­
ngana khona ngesonto. 

Kwathi uku5a Bahlukane wema uNsikana wa­
phelelwa ngamandla kwa5a sengathi ·akakafiki ekhaya 
kodwa uyaphupha. Wafikelwa ukuhleka, waesesha­
ywa uvalo wathinta esiswini sakhe wa5ona ukuthi ,
qha, usaphelele, wathatha imithwalo yakhe wasukuma 
waphambuka emgwaqweni wezinqola eya ngase­
Ntshonalanga. Waqala uku5ona amanxiwa aku5o , 
wawu5ona umlilo ulokhoza waqonda kuwona. Wa­
wadlula amanxiwa wabekana nalapho kwasekwakhiwe 
khona. Wanukelwa umusi wembuthuma yezinkuni 
ezazithandwa unina umthombothi, nomunga, wagudla 
unqenqema lothango olwalakhiwe ngogange engafuni 
ukungena ngesango ngo5a funa Basheshe 5am5one 
ukuthi, nangu umuntu engena ngesango 5am5ambe, 
6emli5azisa, 5em5uza imi5uzo engaqonde ndawo aze 
azidalule igama lakhe. Wahamba waya ngenhla ko­
muzi emasangweni ezintombi, nelekhohlwa, wawe­
dlula lawa waqonda kwelengqadi lika nina. Wange­
na maqede wasondela ngasosikweni lwendlu wanyo­
nyo5a wancika kulo waye wafika ngasegumeni wafika 
wafihla khona imithwalo wayisitha ngezinyanda ze­
zinkuni ezazi5ekwe khona, wayesenyi5a. 

Waphuma futhi ngesango lika nina wacasha 
ngasogangeni. Kwa5a sengathi uyeja5ulisa okwe­
phupho. Wezwa izwi likanina li5iza udadewa5o 
uNokuthela, owayemudekazi, kuthi lapho sezi5oshe­
lwe nje kutanjwa kwelaseNkoBongo uyise amkhuze 
athi: "Isibuzi esimqala, uvemvane lwamagangane, 
olunga5anjwayo." Emuhle lomntwana wa5antu, ku-
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khulunywa ngaye yonke indawo. UNsikana wezwa 
izimazi zikhonya esi5ayeni sikayise namathole ephe­
ndula ezindlini; wezwa nawakwaBo ethombeni ekhala 
ekhalela onina. Wezwa esangweni ngasesitumbanjeni 
izingcanga zihilikiqa umuntu aBanye Bezikhuza Bezi­
thulisa. Wezwa umfana owalusayo oBephuzile uku­
Buyisa izimbuzi ezaluswa uye ehlaBelela aBuye ashaye 
umlozi ethi: 

"Yeka ngento yami welizweni 
Wen'owayishiya l'eThekwini, weMame." 

Izwi lakhe liBuye lithi du, kukhale amazwi ezimvana 
esihlahle11i, kuphendule onina Bathi, "me-e-eh;" kuBuye 
kuthi nya, athathe umfana wakhona. Wazewasondela 
umfana wawuqhuBa umhlambi wakhe, imicaBango 
yakhe ingasanganisiwe lutho lwezinhluphekho zomhla­
Ba. Konke lokhu kwangen'enhliziyweni kaNsikana 
kwathi tshi, kwamlethela usizi lokukhala kunokuBa 
kumjaBulise. 

Waye wadlula umfana nezimbuzi nezimvu zakhe 
ziqhuBushana zikhala, ezinqanda, ehlaBelela ngento 
yakhe aBayishiya eThekwini. Wezwa uNsikana eyo­
shona umfana kude esigodini eziphindelela igama 
lakhe yena engenandaBa ndawo nomhlaBa. UNsikana 
wafisa isikhundla salomfana umhlaBa owayengawazi 
ewuzwa sanganekwaneni. 

!SAHL UKO VI.

KuBo kaNsikana kwak'umuzi wamakholwa na­
mabinca angaphandle. Kwakuyinxuluma enhle ka­
khulu, yakhiwe phezu kwegquma eliBuka uMhlali 
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libeke olwandle lapho kwakhe khona amadodana 
kaPhephethwayo khona. Kwakugcwele amahlathi 
nezihlahla zelala nencema ikhulile iyinde kwelukwa 
ngayo izicephu, nezitheBe, namahluzo amahle kakhulu. 

Ngesonto elalizofika uNsikana unina waesejwa­
yele ukuBa iso lakhe lesinxele lidikize Besethi: "Ma­
mo maQwaBe, ngidikizelelwa iso ingaBe ngizoBona 
Bani engimaziyo." Ngelinye ilanga waefudumezela 
utshwala, isijingi siBila saphuphuma saqhilika esidiki­
selweni. Uma utshwala Benza njalo, Bathi aBadala, 
Bukhombisa ukuthi Buzophuzwa umuntu wezizwe. 
Unina kaNsikana wahleka nje washo wathi: "lokhu 
noNsikana ongaBe ngithi uye ozophuza lapha, naye 
kade wazibungukela wangishiya nginje, ngigxaz'ama­
nzi njengengcuBa. Ukuzala kunjengomlungisi yena 
ozithela isisila. Uthi ngangazi ukuthi ma sengiguga 
ngiswele nenguBo yokulala, ngingafani noMaNkonzo, 
noMaNyathela, Bona aBathi bu ngesholo nangetshali, 
kuBonakale nje ukuthi nank'amakhosikazi emizi ayo." 

WaBalisa kwaze kwasa ngelanga elalizofika 
uNsikana. Ngalo lelolanga ekuseni kwema iqhude 
phambi komnyango wakwaBo kaNsikana lakhala, Bali­
xosha Bathi: "lifun'ukweqiwa amanzi." LaBuya la­
khala, Baqala ukusola. Lathi lishona ilanga BaBona 
iBika lithi ntenene namalungana emiBala, BaliBamba 
BaliBulala, Balishis'emlilweni. Ukusola kwaBendlu ya­
kwaBoNsikana kwaqala kwayakwaqina. 

Sekuhlwile kwathi ziBe naBafana seBewakhethile 
amankonyane konina Bawangenisa ethombeni, naBo 
Bangen'endlini ukuyoth'umlilo, Bezwa kukhonkotha 
izinja, 6aphuma Bazikhuza Bethi "Ayisuk'uVusaBantu, 
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yenzan'uNangumuntu-ayisukebo, mame!" Zavunga­
ma izinja zakhwec'imisila zathula. fiase6e6ona ku­
ngqongqoza umuntu nemithwalo. fia6ona insizwa nje 
ende ensundu, 6ayi6ingelela 6ayingenisa endlini. Ya­
hlala phansi. 

Yath'uku6a ihlale yakhuleka yathi: "Wo, mame, 
sengihlwelwe, ngiqonde le kwaMpukunyoni ngiqha­
muka ngapha oGqolweni, sengikhathele sekunqa6a 
noma ngime." 

"Qha, mntanami thina laph'ekhaya kasilalisi a6a­
fokazi 6endlela, ngo6a indawo kasinayo neze, neze. 
Qha dlulela phambili, kungakalalwa nje mntanami. 
Mxosheni naweZiwedu, mthatheni nimkhombise indlela 
eya laphaya kulowaya muzi." 

fieseyithi insizwa: "Hawu, pho, mame unge6e 
usanginika nokokwesul'amathe, sengilambe kangaka 
na, futhi nokwenza ngingowezizwe? Kuthiwa mame 
unyawo kalunampumula, nawe ngase uthuke ufika 
le kwaMpukunyoni ngikuxoshe njengo6a ungixosha 
nje." 

"Ngiyo6e ngiyonzani na kwaMpukunyoni ngizi­
gugele nje-uthinina lomkhapheyana maQwa6e ?" 

"Nga6e mhlaumbe uncisha noma uxosha umntwa­
na wesihlo6o sakho nje, ngo6a nami ngizalwa kwa­
Qwa6e." 

"0Qwa6e 6e6aningi nje mntanami, uca6anga 
ukuthi ngizohamba ngigqwa6a ngi6opha onke ama­
fumbu akwaQwa6e lawa? Nga6e nginemikhu6a. 
Kungavuka uManqina kaNkontshela ngim6one eha­
mba ngalezi." Washo e6uka izinyawo zakhe ekhwi­
shiza nendlu yonke, a6antwana 6e6uka noNokuthela 
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em6ukisisa lomfokazi okhulurnayo. UNokuthela ese­
mnyameni wayem6uka kahle lomfokazi emhawukela 
kodwa wanele wamBona ehleka usulu, waqala uku­
sola waesethi: 

"Lomuntu mame uyahleka. Futhi uthe uvela 
oGqolweni, akukhona yini lapho, ingani Bahlinzela 
khona a6antu kwasa nje. Hhayi mame, ngiyamsola, 
rnxoshe isigeBengu lesi." Washo esukuma naye, 
aBuye asondele kuye am6uke aBuye ayohlala phansi 
ernnyameni wakhe, arnBukisise futhi, kuthi ma unina 
eboka, Jornfokazi njalo amBone uNokuthela ehleka 
usulu. Wathula uNokuthela. 

UNina kaNsikana waqala ukuqunga manje ebi­
lita e6ona ukuthi urnfokazi akathandi ukuhamba uya­
zindazindela, wathi "Nans'imihlola kaManqina, niya­
ngizwela nje weBantu!" UNsikana wayemazi kahle 
unina azi nokuthi unina uzothatha lapho amemeze, 
akhale isililo ngoBa waengafuni ukumlalisa ekhaya 
kwakhe nokufunga lokhu wayazi ukuthi uqinisile. 
Wasukuma uNsika{la -wathi kunina: 

"Hawu mame uze uBize oBaBamkhulu oManqina 
noNkontshela nje ngoBa uqinisile ukuthi ngingurnfo­
kazi? Awusangi6oni ngempela? Indodana yakho owa­
ziBona uBuntombi wangena uBufazi ngayo kanti uBa? 
NginguNsikana, marne." UNina wathwala izandla 
ekhanda, wasusa isililo wakhala ngoB'exosha umnta­
nakhe, ethi ungumfokazi nje. 

Waphurna uNokuthela warnemeza wathi "Hawu 
nang'uNsikana esefikile evela ekubungukeni muzi 
kaBaBa; hawu ake nizoBona." KwaBuya wonke umuzi 
uzwa isililo wagcwala kuBo kaNsikana. fiamBona 
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Bonke uNsikana Bamangala. NaBafowaBo Bezinye 
izindlu BaBuya Bazoxhawula ngoBa BaBengakholwa 
ukuthi usekhona uNsikana BaBethi sewafa. 

Ekugcineni kwaBoBonke kwafika ikhehla elingu­
yise lamBingelela ngokunganaki nje liBona isibunguka 
sifika mhlaumbe sesilethe amathambo njengazo zonke 
izibunguka ezifika ngoBa sezizokufa noma sezi6izwa 
amafa. Sezizofika zichithe zihlakaze imizi zithi lokhu 
nakhu zingamakhosana nje kuyoBe kukhulume Bani. 
Kukhohlakale ukuthi akukho nokuncane ongase uku­
vune ngokudla ugwinye isithukuthuku, nezipho, ne­
miseBenzi yaBanye. Uzidlela uzigwinyela amatsh'e­
zulu, azophethuka esiswini adle wena nenzalo yakho. 
WaBuka, waBuka uyise wahamba ephethe isagila 
esincane, wahamba engavalelisile kuNsikana, waBuza 
kuBafana uZiwedu noMxosheni ukuthi izinkomo zi­
Buye zonke na, waBuza nokuthi Bazivalele kahle na, 
wahamba. 

Kwaduma kusa ngakusasa ukuthi uNsikana 
ufikile, ufike njengezinye izibunguka uzofuna uko­
ndliwa manje. LendaBa yayichunyiswa aBafowaBo 
Bezinye izindlu. Kwathi oNokuthela Baphenduka insi­
ni nonina ngoBa phela BengaBonwa Begqoka Beconsa 
amatshali aligugu na·masongo afakwa ezingalweni. 
UNsikana wawuBona lomoya womuzi kayise kodwa 
wathokoza ukuBona umoya kanina nodadewaBo Be­
zwana naye kakhulu. Wathi ngelinye ilanga seku­
hlwile waBiza unina noNokuthela waBenekela imali 
owayeBuye nayo eThekwini waBaxoxela indaBa yo­
kusinda kwakhe, unina esakhala efuna ukuBikela 
umuzi wonke, wamBamba uNsikana wathi kuye, "thula 
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uz'ufe." Wayiphetha indaBa yakhe ngokuthi, "Mame, 
nawe ntombazana yakwethu, ngithule ngiBuka nje 
ngiyaBona ukuthi umoya wendlu yakwethu ungifu­
lathele ungicaBanga sengathi nginjengozulwane lo­
mhlaBa nesibunguki. Mina ngifuna ukushada, futhi 
ngizoshada nentombi yekholwa ngiphume kulomuzi 
kaBaBa ngiyokwakha owami entaBeni, ngakhe umuzi 
wesikholwa njengoBa nani ngiyaniBona seniyagqoka, 
leyonto iyonijaBulisa." 

"Uyoyithathaphi leyontombi yesikholwa namuhla

lokhu ezasemakholweni zithi thina singamabayi sinuka

izikhumba singamakhafula ?" 

"Thulani nithi du, ngizosuka nayo le eningayi­

bekile nina. Ngizokweshela lentombi engizwa kuthi­

wa ihlala kwamfundisi uGilawoti, ngiyeshele ngiya­

hlule." Wathula unina wathatha imali wayisonga wa­

hlala phezu kwayo, waphendula uNokuthela wathi:

"Qha mfowethu, leyo ntombi iyingodusi yomuntu.

Futhi lomuntu uyisiphakanyiswa somfundisi, kakukho

ndlela nongase uyiBone uyikhulumise ngayo lento-

mbi." 
"Thulani nina, musani ukuzihlupha, indaBa yami 

leyo." .Washo ephuma ehamba eyongena endlini 
yakhe eyilawu wayolala. 

Lapha kwaBo unina akalalanga nodadewaBo Be­
Bala imali egiBele amahhashi eBomvu, aBahlale Bezwa 
ngayo Bethi isetshenzelwa eThekwini. 6ayithatha 
Bayifihla emBundwini wendlu, Beyivalela odiyweni 
oluncane, Balumbela phansi. 

NaBo kusuka ngalelo langa Bahambela phezulu 
Banganaka izinkulumo zomuzi ngaBo. 6anganaka 
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futhi nokungavakashi kukayise lapha kwa6o kaNsi­
kana esegcina ekhohlweni kanye nama6i6i alo oku­
yiwona ayehlekisa ngengqadi yomuzi. Ikhohlwa leli 
lase liphenduke intandokazi, selihamba liqhawuzela 
phakathi nomuzi. 

�Nsikana wayehlangana nje na6o 6onke, anga-
6anak1, ahlukane na6o ngamasonto yena aziyele eso­
ntweni. Wayefike nenkositini yakhe ekwazi ukuyi­
shaya, ma ethandile aphume ashaye leligama elase­
lizulisa intsha yangaleso sikhathi uma sekushaywa 
umqhuqhumbelo :-

{I s : - I - : fe 11 : fe I s : - I • r I I Di - - - - da No - ma-sing' - - · u - y:ng'�:a-

1 111 :d I- :f 1111 :-111 f111 :r Id :d 
mbe-Ia Wa- tha - th' - iso- no sakho 

Ir :r Id :r 1111 :d 
I} shi - ye - la nga- 6a-nye. 

Amazwi yilawa: 

I l'1 : l'1 I wa - si -

"Dida Nomasinga uyangiqambela: watha­

tha isono sakho wasishiyela ngafJanye." 

Wayeluthinta ukositini umfo waseNko6ongo ku­
vume udadewa6o, "Isibuzi esimqala," sisho ngengila 
kuze kume no6ekude alalele. Pho lokhu ukositini
lwaluseyindlala nje, nomuzi wakwa6'o kaNsikana wa-
ze wathatheka nawo uzolalela lento ya6elungu ehla-
6elela izulisa a6antu. Wayeluthinta uNsikana ngenye 
inkathi ahambe anyamalale ayengaseMvoti lapho wa­
yevakashela khona umngane wakhe uNkomeni naye 
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wafika wamxoxela ngalenda6a kaNomkhosi ngoko­
kuqala, uNkomeni naye wa6ona kumnyama angayi6oni 
indlela yoku6onana nalentombazana. Ma ese6uya 
njalo wawumuzwa umfo waseNko6ongo ezakude 
ekhala ngo"Dida Nomasinga," lusho ukositini luvu­
nywa nayizinta6a, uzwe 6ethi ekhaya kweminye imizi, 
"Kuphela njalo ayikho enye into eyaziwayo." Afike 
aluthi fuqa phansi ayekunina ayomxoxela ngomngane 
wakhe uNkomeni nezinkulumo za6o naye. Unina 
ahleke lapho eyi6ona insizwa yakhe ixoxa kanti nakhu 
u6eseyiphekele mhlawumbe imifino noma amasi a6e­
sevutshiwe. Adle uNsikana ayolala. 

Akunakuphikeka ukuthi unina waemthanda ngo­
thando olumangalisayo uNsikana. Nangokufanayo 
izitha zakhe uNsikana zazimzonda ngenzondo ephe­
leleyo, 

Waezihambela ngelinye ilanga eyowela ngase­
mfuleni owela umuntu esezokhuphukela ngasekhaya. 
Wahlangatshezwa insizwa eyakhe ngaku6o uSmonqo 
yathi kuye, "wena uwela ngalelizi6uko nje, kawazi 
yini ukuthi ngalenkathi yemini amantombazana aya­
geza lapha na ?" 

Waphendula uNsikana wathi, "Qha mngane, into 
e6engingayazi leyo." 

"Angiyena umngane wakho mina, ungaphinde, 
ungi6ize uthi, mngane." 

Wath'uNsikana, "Uxolo ngo6a 6engingazi wethu." 
"Angiyen'uwenu! Sasishayana-phi lapho ungaze 

uthi nginguwenu? Saselusa ngakuliphi ithafa lapho 
sa6onana khona ukuthi, ye6o nginguwenu ?" 
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Wath'uNsikana, "Qha, Smonqo mfo kaZwela6o, 
waseMaNyandwini, kanginamagama okuwaphendula 
njengo5a nginjengesifiki kulendawo kade ngahamba, 
izinto eziningi ziyangidida." 

"Awu, uyangeyisa ungi5iza ngegama, uthi ngi­
nguSmonqo ungilande no5a5amkhulu na? Ngizwa 
kuthi mangife, ngife, ngifele khona lapha phambi 
kwakho." 

Wathi eqeda lawamazwi okufutheka uSmonqo, 
uNsikana waehleka ephendula ethi, "Uthi mangithi 
mfanake, Smonqo. Sengiyaphela lapho." Wawasho 
lawamazwi waqonda phambili, wathi enjeyaya waphe­
ndukela kuSmonqo wathi "uma ekhona lawomanto­
mbazana akho agezayo, kofanela nami angesa5e, 
abince ngidlule ezi5ukweni ngo5a kangizukumila izi­
mpiko ngindize ngingenyoni." Washo wahamba we­
hlela ngasemfuleni ehamba elalela uma mhlawumbe 
uzozwa amazwi amantombazana; kodwa akazwanga 
lutho. Wawela maqede waese5ona ukuthi uSmonqo 
lo u5ethunyiwe uku5a azokulwa naye noma azophe­
mba uchuku ngaphandle kwesizathu. 

USmonqo lo waenodadewa5o omuhle impela 
5ejwayelene noNokuthela udadewa5o kaNsikana. Le­
ntombazana uNokuthela wake wakhuluma ngayo ku­
Nsikana wathi: 

"Mfowethu, injani lentokazi na? 

Wath'uNsikana, "inhle impela dadewethu." 
"Pho kunjani ngikukhulumele kuyo na ?" 
Wath'uNsikana, "Awukahle dadewethu, ngisa5uka 

ngalentombazana ehlala kwamfundisi inhliziyo yami 
igxilile kuyo. Lindela mina ngokutshela." 

I 
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"Hhayi wena mfowethu, sengike ngawaphonsa 
amazwi sengathi ngithunywe uwe, ngayizwa ukuthi 
indawo iyakuvumela." 

Waphendula uNsikana wathi, "wazewangiqhatha 
nomhla5a Nokuthela. Ukwenzelani uku5a ungigiji­
mele ngaphambili sengathi ngingumntwana, ungikhu­
lumele kulentombazana kanti mina kayikho enhlizi­
yweni yami ?" 

"Ngangi5ona sengathi inhliziyo yakho iyo5atha­
nda 5onke a5athandwa yimina; kuthi nentombazana 
engiyithandayo ngifisa uku5a i5e ngumfazi wakho 
nodadewethu futhi, nawe ngokunjalo uyoyithanda 
ngothando Iwami. Namanje ngiyafisa uku5a ungila­
lele. Lentombazana yakwamfundisi ngiyesa5a ngayo, 
sengathi kayikufanele ingaphezu kwakho ngenxa yo­
ku5a iziphathisa okwa5elungu, ihlala na5elungu, no­
muntu emthandayo uziphathisa njengomlungu. Thina 
uma ehlangana nathi akasinaki, aka5oni nokuthi si­
ngo5ani." Washo lawamazwi okugcina wasukuma 
uNokuthela wazelula kungathi uyazizwa ukuthi naye 
uyintombi engenakweyiswa kalula norna iyiphi insi­
zwa kulornhla5a. 

Waphendula uNsikana wathi, "Qha5o, Bohlala 
phansi sikhulurne. Wena urna ungi6ona ucaBanga 
sengathi ngiphuma emaphandleni lapho umlungu enga­
zange a6onwe, nalapho kuthi uma eqhamuka aBantu 
Batatazele. Mina ngiqhamuka eThekwini lapho kade 
ngihleli khona na5elungu 6ezinhlo6o zonke. EThe­
kwini Bengipona arnantornbazana afana nayo le ehlala 
kwamfundisi, mhlawumbe aziphatha ezicwala kangco­
no kunayo . futhi. Lento yakoBelungu kangiyi6oni 
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ngiyi5ingelela lapha eMvoti. Amazwi akho kawa­
ngethusi, Nokuthela." 

"Wazingani noma izovuma?" 
"Kangethuswa yilokho." 
"Awuyikhulumisi ngani kuthi noma ushada nale 

yakwamfundisi, nayo futhi u5uye ushade nayo?" La­
phoke uNsikana wasuka wahleka nje elalele udade­
wa5o elinga ukumdonsela kumngane wakhe. 

"KawuBoni yini Nokuthela ukuthi mina ngtnJe­
ngekholwa umthetho kawungivumeli rygithathe isithe­
mbu na?" 

"Uqale nini lowo mthetho ?" 
Waphendul'uNsikana wathi, "Umthetho wo5u­

kholwa lowo owafika na5efundisi. INkosi ephezulu, 
iThongo, uMvelinqangi akavumi isithembu." 

"Uyoku5ona kanjani yena lowo Mvelinqangi 
lokhu akafiki lapha emhla5eni na? Mhla ufayo uyoya 
emathongweni awoShaka, noDingane nawo5a5amkhu­
lu, lapho kukhona um5uso, lapho umuntu eganwa 
ngokuthanda a5afazi a5aningi a5amgayela utshwala 
ahlale phansi abeme igudu lakhe. Pho wena lapho 
u5ungu5ani, Nsikana, ungaze udele umthetho wawo 
yihlomkhulu na ?" 

"UMvelinqangi wamakholwa mina engikolwa 
uye, u5ona konke. Unisa izulu, alethe nokufa. Uye 
ophethe oNomkhuBulwane noMamlambo a5aletha 
u5uhle emhla5eni kuthele izithelo, Balethe nothando 
kwa5athatheneyo. 6onke Baphethwe nguyena yedwa. 
Uye owathi ezelwe weza kulomhla5a mandulondulo 
wayala uku5a a5amlandelayo Bathathe a5afazi nga­
Banye." 
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"Ngiyakuzwa mfowethu," washo uNokuthela

ethula ebeka phansi kwaBa sengathi kukhona oku­

mphambanisayo adinga incazelo kukho. Wa�lal�
wagoqa izandla zakhe emadolweni imilenze ey1ph1-

ndile njengo5a wena oku5one amantombaz��a. akwa­

Zulu enza. Ikhanda lakhe lalige5ise eceleni tzmdleBe

zakhe zihlongozele okukhulunywa ngumfowa5o se­

ngathi akaqondi ukuthi uthini. lngani waekade ethule

ebeke phansi, waphakamisa ikhanda waqala ukuk�u­

luma, "uqinisile yini uma uthi amakholwa enza nie-
ngo5a usho na ?" 

"Ngiqinisile uma ngisho njalo" 
"Nami ngiqinisile uma ngithi uca5anga ukuth!

wen a ungehluka kanjani ko5a5amkhulu na? Ing�ni

nakhu ngikhuluma nje a5anumzane a5adala a5aflke

nomfundisi Baqala njengo5a usho nje: Bathatha inko­

sikazi ngayinye kodwa namuhla Banesithembu ngo5a

5a5ona ukuthi Balwa namasiko nofuzo lwawokoko
5a5o." 

"Kangikholwa yilokho Nokuthela ka5a5a. Noma
kungaze kuBe iqiniso nokho akusho ukuthi umthetho
uphambukile, kuphosisa Bona." 

Waphendula uNokuthela wathi, "Ngikhuluma nje
uMakhaBeni owaganwa nguLili kaJwaBu waseNanda
wehluleka wa5uye wagcagca nenye intombi uNom­
thoBo kaMdlandla wakwaMbambo wayakhela umuzi
wakwaGqu. Namuhla uma uya olwandle ngasesiza­
lweni solwandle uyowufica lomuzi wakhile uyinxulu­
ma; uMqweBu washada noNozindaBa kaSgweBana
emthatha emundlunkulu kwaZulu, waBuye wathatha
okaMathambo waseMadunduBe, waphinda wathatha
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u6avirnbile kaNgazirnbi waseManyandwini; uNyokana 
wagcagca noPhahlakazi (uGxeBe) kaMsolwa wakwa 
Hhosiyana, wangerna lapho wadlulela pharnbili wa­
thatha uNornsornbuluko wakwaQwaBe. NgingawaBala 
ngiwathini, rnfowethu arnakholwa athatha isithembu 
lokho ngingaqeda izwe Jonke na ?" 

"Mhlawurnbe njalo kawasekho arnanye." 
Kwasengathi uyarnqhuBela pharnbili uNokuthela 

wathi, "NgizokuBalela aBanye aBanjengoMbozeyana 

owaBaleka waya eMdlotane; uMlawu washiya waya 

kwaMadunduBe; naBanye aBanjengoMbangayiya ka­
Mhuhulu wakwaZungu. 6onke laBa Bayaphila unga­
BaBona, rnfowethu, ngawakho amehlo. Pho wena 

uyophurna phi kulenqwaBa na ?" 
"Ngingajanula urna ungangiBalela futhi aBanga­

kasithathi isithernbu noma BeBaBili nje ngiyokwaneli­
swa." Washo uNsikana wathula wabeka udadewa6o 
nernpendulo. "KangiBazi mfowethu kangisho nokuthi 
Basekhona aBangakasithathi isithernbu kuBo Bonke 
aBaqala inkolo." Washo uNokuthela esukurna esefuna 

ukuhamba, kodwa urnfowa6o wathi kuye, 
"Sengizokutshela BaBeBathathu nje kuphela ngi­

ngadluli lapho. NgizokuBalela uNtaBa kaMadunjini 
wakwaLuthuli; ngikukhombise ojani kaNxaBa kaMdle­
yana wakwaMsomi Benojani kaHlonono kaNqunywa­
yo wakwaLangeni. Mina-ke ngizoBa ornunye walaBa 

norna wena dadewethu ungakholwa. Musa ukungi­
Bangela ukhuvethe olungenakucishwa ngokungiqhatha 

nomngane wakho." 
Wathi ukuBa asho lawarnazwi okugcina yasuka 

intornbazana yaharnba wasala yena eBalisa ngendaBa 
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ayenziwe uSrnonqo ekuseni efuna ukuxaBana naye.

Wayengazi ukuthi uSrnonqo lo uhlangene naBafowaBo

laBa Bawonina aBanye. UBeqhutshwa yi5ona uku6a 

ayornchukuluza Bethi uNsikana uthe ngodadewaBo,

akuntornbi yalutho akafanele ukushada ngisho noku­

thanda yena. Kwarnthukuthelisa uSmonqo lokho.

Uthe nalapho eseBuya ahlulekile uSmonqo ukuqarn6a 

uchuku waBuyela kuBafowaBo BakaNsikana waBatshe­

la Bona Bamkhornbisa ukuthi isekhona enye intunja
1 

yokuthola uNsikana amBuze ngezinto azisho ngoda-

dewaBo. 

USrnonqo wathi lapho eBona naye esecaBangi­

sisa ngenda6a yokuthandana kukadadewaBo noNok�­

thela waqala ukusola sengathi aBafowaBo BakaNst­

kana Bakwenza konke lokhu ngoBa Bernzonda, noma

yingoBa Bona BesaBa ukulwa naye, Befuna ukuBa

ingozi yehlele yena wakoSmonqo ingani akanacala 

nempela. WenqaBa uSmonqo ukuyingena lendaBa 

Baze aBafowaBo BacaBanga enye indlela yokumdilizela 

phansi urnfowaBo. 

Njengo6a kwakuzoBa khona urngcagc
_
o ng�se­

Nonoti kwelakwaMbozeyana Baqonda ukuth1 uNs1ka­
na uyothanda ukuhamba kanye naBo uyoshaya ne­
nkositini. Uma ehamba naBo futhi ephethe inkositini 
ngeke Bona BaBe nethuBa lokuBa 6adlalisele nasesi­
gekleni ngoBa izintombi ziyoBuka uNsikana kuphela 

eshaya lernfungumfu evela eThekwini. Futhi Bon�
noma Bethanda Bengathandi kufanele 6atamBe phans1 
kwesandla sikaNsikana. Lento yaBahlupha kakhulu 
Beswela ukuthi 6azokwenzenjani. 
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USrnonqo waenqa5a uku5a angcweke naye norna 
se5ernqhatha ngendlela ernangalisayo yokuthi uNsi­
kana ujivaza udadewa5o. Na5o uqo5o lwa5o 5a5e­
rna�i uN_sikan� esengurnfana ukuthi induku yakhe 
ya_Ymgav1�wav1kwa nje ngurnfana. Wayeyingqwele 
es1fundem saku5o esiga5eni sa5o. Pho rnanje wa­
esekade aharnba waya eThekwini lapho induku inga­
s�aywa khona. Noma kunjalo akekho owayazi ukuthi 
�Jengo5a eseyinsizwa nje waeseyi5arnba kanjani 
mduku nehawu alirnise kanjani. 

Into eya5ethusayo ukuzwa inkulurno yakhe no­
Srnonqo njengo5a ixoxwa uSrnonqo ku5ona. Bathi 
uSmonqo uNsikana ugcine ngezwi lokuthi: 

"Uthi rnangithi, rnfanake Smonqo. Sengiyaphela 
laph�.''. Lawo mazwi eshiwo insizwa kwenye insizwa 
anes1smdo asho okuningi. Urna uNsikana esakhohlwa 
ukuphatha induku nokuvika u5engasho kanjani ku­
Smonqo ukuthi rnfana na? Noku5a kuthi 5esakhulurna 
uNsikana asuke arnshiye konke lokho kusho ukuthini 
uma engazirnisele uNsikana lo ukulwa na? Yonke 
kwa5a irni5uzo eyacayiywa a5afowa5o Baka Nsikana 
5e5odwa 5engahlushwa lutho, futhi 5engeziwa rnuntu 
emalawini a5o. 

Ngakhoke 5anquma 5ahlanganisa ukuthi rna5a­
merne uNo�gunyaz_a wakwaManzasengwa owaeyisi­
qhwaga es1fundem saseMvoti. Bamrnernele uku5a 
aharnbe nornthirnba aye kwelakwaMbozeyana kulo­
rngca�co owawuzogcagcwa. Bace5a noNongunyaza 
ukuth1 uyochukuluza uNsikana erngcagcweni enzela 
uku5a uNsikana athukuthele 5ese5elwa. Njengezi­
phoxo zokulwa zonke zornhla5a uNongunyaza wavuma 
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wathi uyorncupha uNsikana athi urna ejoqa ekhornbisa 
izinhlonzana arnthathe am5eke phansi ngesikhwili 
kunga5i nda5azalutho. 

Kuleyonkathi amacala okulwa nokuchitha igazi 
ayengathethwa ndawo. Kwakungathi ngo5a urnuntu 
ekugqekeze ingozi ekhanda 5esekuphurna izikhonzi 
zenkosi seziyoku5opha uhlawuliswe ngenkorno norna 
u5ulawe. Urna ushaya a5antu a5aningi u5a5eke 
izingozi ernakhanda ikakhulu urnhla5a wonke wawu­
kupha izi5ongo kwaziwe urna kuserngcagcweni ukuthi 
uma kusuka irnpi nawe uyo5uya na5akho o5ashayile 
kuthi norna sekuxoxwa ezarnagudu kushiwo ukuthi, 

"Yeka urnfo ka5ani-uHla5a zihlangane phezulu 
njengokubenywa kwarnagudu," ku5ernnandi khona 
lokho. Urnuntu ngaleyonkathi waeya erngcagcweni 
ehlorne ephelele arnahawu nernikhonto ku5e sengathi 
sekuyoliwa ngo5a ukusuka kornntwana ekhaya eya­
kogana kwakuyinda5a enkulu. Kwakukhalwa senga­
thi kuyafiwa ngo5a kwakungukuhlukanisa inyarna yo­
rnntwana neya5azali, nornntwana e5ona ukuthi uyo­
fika pharnbili rnhlaurnbe izinto zingarnchurneli; rnhla­
wurnbe aphakele izizwe angazange aziphakele ekhaya 
likayise; rnhlawurnbe aphatheke kanle kungathi use­
zandleni zikayise nonina. Yingakho nje kwaze kwa­
vela isaga sokuthi: "Yek'ukugana kuyinkatha ye­
nkangala," kushiwo ngo5a kulukhuni ukugana kahle. 

UNongunyaza esevurnile a5afowa5o 5akaNsika­
na 5athula sengathi ka5arnnakile a5anye a5angatha­
ndi ukurnxwayisa 5afike nangesinye isikhathi 5azo­
mxoxisa izinda5a eziningi zernpi, nezinganekwane 
ezindala, 5a5uye 5arnncenge 5athi make uNsikana 
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aBatshele ngeTheku nezindaBa zalo. Hhayi nje uNsi­
kana waeBaxoxela konke anamandla okuBatshela 
khona. 6amBuza futhi ngokuthi kwenziwa yini izi­
nsizwa eziya koseBenza zijwayele ukuBuya zinga­
phethe lutho. Laphake uNsikana waeBona ukuthi 
aBafowaBo Bagcona yena. 

Waejwayele ukuBa phendula athi akwenzeki 
insizwa iye eThekwini iBuye ingaphethe lutho ngoBa

naye noma sekudurne ukuthi akaphethe lutho nje 

waBuya nakho okuncane okunjengezinguBo zokugqo­
ka eziBiza imali, Bona aBafowaBo aBazithenga ngezi­
nkomo. WaeBuye nazo izinguBo zokulala Bona aBa­
fowaBo aBazithenga ngemihlambi yezinkomo, futhi 
lezizinguBo Bona aBangenazo Bengeke BaBenazo futhi 
ngapandle koBa Bashiye emakhaya BayoseBenza. 
WaeBagcona naye ngezinguBo zokulala zezikhumba

zezimbuzi ezazisetshenziswa aBafowaBo ; indaBa yayi­
gcina njalo idle aBafowaBo ingcaBayi. 

ZaqhuBeka izinsuku nomgcagco wasondela no­
Nokuthela naye eyiphehla eyakhe indaBa yomngane 

wakhe. Isigcino waze wafisa ukuphelezela umfowaBo 

keBayoyiBona kahle lentokazi eyayimhlanyisa imvala
amehlo ukuBa angaBoni lutho oluhle kwamanye ama­
ntomBazana, kodwa kune yiyona kuphela. UNoku­
thela wacaBanga ukuthi lentokazi yamdlisa umfowaBo 

ngomanda ; kodwa kuqala wayefuna ukuyiBona kahle 

ayiBukisise. 

ISAHLUKO VII 

Kwaku isonto elilungisela uKhisimusi ekuseni 
lapho kwathi kuthi dwi, kwakhala insimbi eGilawoti. 
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Yakhala yaduma eziweni ezisenhla noMvoti, yezwa­

kala kwaDukuza lapho kulele khona nakalokh�
"Ilembe eleq'amany'amalembe." Wavuka uNomkhos1

wapheka waBeka amabodwe eziko, wagez'aBantwana 

6omfundisi, kodwa umoya wakhe wawungathule ne�e.

WaecaBanga ngoTomasi nangamazwi awakhulum
_
1le 

kuye ngendaBa yomshado waBo. Waeqhatharnsa

izinto azi6onayo ngoTomasi ikakhulu u�oya w
_
akhe

woBungqwele njalo lapho ekhuluma n_ez1seBenz1
_
zo­

mfundisi namhla ezelulekayo ukuBa zmgaBuye z1co­

she aBahluphekile emgwaqweni oya eThekwini. Wa­

thula, wacaBanga ezulazula njalo kodwa_ aBuye awele 

khona ekuthini akakho onjengoTomast kuzozonke

izinsizwa zaseMvoti, futhi umfundisi uyamthanda,

uma emala angayaphi, lokhu ekhaya likayise angaBa

inhlekiso kuBo Bonke, futhi angatholi muntu. 

Selifudumele ilanga waphaka waBiz'umfundisi

nenkosikazi Badia, wasusa izitsha wazigeza wan?ena

naye emphahleni walungisela ukuya

_ 
enkonzwent ya­

semini. Isonto Jaligcwele kakhulu n1eng0Ba ngalezo­

zikhathi aBantu BaBesuka kude Bahambele ukusonta

kodwa. Wayivula inkonzo umfundisi, kwathi kupha­

kathi wavula iculo likaNomkhosi. lndlu yonke yahlo­

koma yaligcina, kwathathwa umthandazo yikhehla

elithize aBaBethi uMahawule wakwaNzama. 

Kwaphuma isonto Bahambisana nj�ngamasont'­

onke uTomasi noNomkhosi. UNomkhost wamtsh_el�
uTomasi wathi, "uyizwile inkonzo yanamuhla, ng1y1,:
thandile kakhulu, Bekukhona umehluk� omkhulu;,,
"Usho ngani, tokhu umfundisi uBenjengemthla yo�ke · ..
Useth'uTomasi, "Bekukhon'amazwi ezinsizwa eztmbth
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eBezihleli ndawonye, kangiwajwayele." Usethi uN _ 
m�hosi, ''.uqinisile nami leyonto ingimangalisile ngoia 
ng1�azw1l� la�o mazwi ezinsizwa ezimbili, enginga­
zaz1 eBez1hleh ndawonye. Ngiwathandile kodwa 
ngakhohlwa nje ukuthi ezaphi," Usethi umfo kaNo­
giyela "Zi�u�ek� zihlanzekile, ziqonda ngempela izi­
nda�a zak1th1 es1lungwini," Uth'uNomkhosi, "Kuyama­
n�ahsa ngempela, amazwi aBo aBemnandi ngokwe­
q1le." 

Kuthi kunjalo kufike umfana athi kuTomasi 
"Bakhona aBafuna ukukhuluma nawe BaBili Bangala� 
phaya ��;so_�to, Bayizihambi." Asuke njalo uTomasi
aBes_et�1, ng1hnde lapha, Nomkhosi, ngizoBuya khona
m�nJe:. Amthathe umfana aye amBeke ezinsizweni
ez1mb1h lezo akade ekhuluma ngazo. Zethule izi­
gqoko izinsizwa zimBingelele Besezithi: "Xola nko­
sana, thina singaBa le eNkoBongo Besicela ukukhu­
luma nalentombazana yakwenu ohamba nayo, sino­
myalezo kuyo omncane nje." 

"Umyalezo kuyo ?" 
"Ehhe, sinomyalezo kuyo" Basho Bagcizelele 

BeseBeBukana emehlweni. ' 

"Qha, madoda, kanginakuninika lelo thuBa Joku­
yaleza entombazaneni, nginganazi noma niqondeni." 
Asho efulathela. 

"Musa uku�is�iy� kanjalo wethu, siyacela nje,"
ku�ho uNkomem rnhhziyo isithi xhifi. ABesethi ku­
�s1kana, "AwuBonike, ngitheni? Leli boxongwane Ji­
y1fu�amele kalifuni noma ingaBonwa nauBani. Ngim­
fung u�antombi kaBaBa ekwaMthethwa, siyoyilandela
nomaph1." 
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"Kangisafuni nokukhuluma, sengifile ukuthuku­
thela. Hawu wethu, sengiyi6onile namhla kanti se­
yahluBa yaBa n jena! Pho, ngiyishiye, mina Bani? 
Yangithembisa wethu, yathi iyongilindela "NOMA 
NINI," nginamathele kulelozwi." 

"Kakusho wena ngiyifiuka ngiyifanise nezidle­
theva zakwethu eThekwini eBekuthi uma zingena 
endlini yesonto, uzwe izinsizwa zidonsa imilenze, zi-
6ukana emehlweni sengathi zithi, nakho phela nithi 
niyizinsizwa, nanso intombi yenkan i", Kusho uNko­
meni. 

SeBekhuluma oodwa nje sekuthe wi aBantu se-
6ehambile se6egcwele imigwaqo yonke Baqonde ema­
khaya aBo. 6ona amakhaya a6o ayekude, futhi Be­
ngaqonde kuya nokuya ekhaya ngaleyonkathi. "Asi­
hambe wethu, siyofuna esingase sikwenze mayelana 
naloludaBa," "Ye5o masichitheke," Basho Behamba. 

Ekumshiyeni kwakhe uTomasi uNomkhosi wa­
zihlalela phansi wamlinda edlala ngotshani eBuphotha 
e6enza uBusenga. EseBuya uTomasi wahleka wathi, 
•'Awuzwe Nomkhosi, lomfana ungifiiza nje ungi5izela 
lezo nsizwa ezimbili ekade zihla5elela esontweni." 

"Zithini kuwena ?" 
"Zithi zicela ukukhuluma nawe," 
"Zingezaphi zona," kuBuza uNomkhosi ngezwi 

lokunengwa," zingaze zifune ukukhuluma nami nje 
lapha esontweni ?" 

"Zithi ziqhamuka eNko5ongo, naziya zimi ngale 
kwesonto." Washo wathula wacaBanga esaphendula, 
wathula isikhashana, wasukuma wahamba noTomasi. 

"Pho wena utheni kuzona ?" 



- 92 -

"Ngisimze ngathi, kayikho inda5a enjalo, kunga­
thi intombazana ihamba nami nithi nizocela ukukhu­
luma nayo ?" Ngisuke ngafulathela ngashaya utshani, 
nakhu ngilapha. 

Wathi ebeka emuva uNomkhosi wazi6ona zi5eke 
kancane lezinsizwa emuva kwa5o, wayelokhu ezikha 
ngeziqu zamehlo uTomasi enga5oni, Baze 5aphambuka 
5aya kwamfundisi nazo zaqonda phambili, zafika ze­
ma za5a5uka 5aye 5angena kwamfundisi. UTomasi 
wayeziqhenya impela naye ezizwa ukuthi uhamba ne­
ntombi; kodwa wasola lezinsizwa ezivela eNko5ongo 
ezicela ukukhuluma noNomkhosi. 

6ehlukana wangena endlini uNomkhosi uTomasi 
wayedlula eya phansi komthombe eyohlola amahhashi 

aye5oshiwe edla u5a5e ngo5a ngakusasa ayezohamba 
indlela ende eya eThekwini. Waesehamba eya endlini 

yakhe eyayi5uqamamana neyakwamfundisi. 

6a5ezovakasha futhi 5aye kwa5oNomkhosi nga­
lelo langa ngesonto ntambama. 6aphekezelana oNo­
mkhosi noTomasi kwafikwa ekhaya kwajatshulwa 
5a5ungazwa ngokudla 5a5usa ngemuva kwalokho 
izintombi zakwa5o Nomkhosi zamdonsela nhlanye, 

noTomasi wasala eli5ele na5anye 5esilisa. Izintombi 

zakwabo Nomkhosi zazifuna ukwazi ukuthi amahe­
muhemu lawa ezaziwezwa emilonyeni ya5antu aye­
liqiniso yini. Ukuthi ikhona yini insizwa eyayingase­
Thekwini yangaseMhlali eyayimeshela noma owaye­
. yithanda na? 

"Siyafuna usitshele ngo5a uwena wedwa izinda5a 
zakho esingazaziyo. Sinomthetho wokuku5uza lokhu. 
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Nalo mfokazi osendlini sa5ona ngo5a sekufika a5a­
koNogiyela nje, sekukikizwa kodwa singazi." 

"Mina ngangithi niyazi" 
"Sitshelwa ngu5ani na ?" 
"Ngangithi senizwile" 
"Asifuni ukuyizwa inda5a sifuna ukuyitshelwa 

nguwe. Akuyona indlela leyo." 

"lmpela ngiyaxolisa ngo5a 5engingazi. Ngingazi 
kanjani izinto ngihlala ngedwa ngingalulekwa muntu. 
Nami ngiyintombazana njengawo wonke umuntu nge­
zwa ngiqhutshwa uthando ngathanda, ngezwa kuthiwa 
kuyaganwa ngavuma ngacelwa, naku sengizoshada. 
Kodwa kangiyazi into engiyishadelayo." 

"Thina kasikho kukho konke lokho, kuphela 
u5ositshela konke okwenzayo kulezizinto." 

"lmpela niqinisile 5odadewethu." 
Usethi udadewa5o omkhulu uNontula, "Khona 

namhlanje kade kufike izinsizwa ezimbili zazidlisa 
satshanyana lapha, zasezicela amanzi, 6aziphuzisa. 
6ezivelaphi ?" 

"Kangazi ngo5a ziningi izinsizwa ezihamba nga­
mbili lapha eMvoti" kusho uNomkhosi. 

"Kakunsizwa nje ezivamile, 5esithi zivela kwa­
mfundisi, zidlulile zifuna ezikufunayo." 

"Qha angizazi mina nje nempela." Waeseca5a­
nga ese6ona ukuthi yizo lezizinsizwa ezicele ukukhu­
luma naye kuTomasi, kodwa uTomasi wazihe5eza. 
Eseca5anga ukuthi nga5e zingo5ani wehluleka uku­
zithola, ngakhoke wayishiya phansi inda5a. 

Lokhu kufika kukaNomkhosi ekhaya waesezoci­
mela kodadewa5o. Sekusondele isikhathi sokuhamba 



- 94-

wakhuluma kudadewa6o uNontula wathi, "dadewethu 
sengiyahamba" "Pho uthi mangenzeni ?," ku6uza 
uNontula. 

"Qha ngizocimela kinina nonke" 
"Kangikwazi ukucimelisa umuntu engingamazi 

izinda6a zakhe, Nomkhosi, ngo6a nga6e ngiyakona." 
"Ukusho ukuthi, ngesiphosiso sami uyangilahla 

yini dadewethu ?" 
Usephendula uNontula ethi, "kambe ngingaka 

nje ngiyazi nanduku noma umnqwazi, noma iduku, 
noma u6usenga 6odwa lo6u o6uvela kwaNogiyela 
ngiyinkosazana kaMakhwatha? Awusho phela." 

"Ngiyazi ukuthi kawuna lutho" 
"Pho khona ukuhlonipha, ngihloniphe a6akoNo­

giyela ngiyo6ahlonipha kanjani? Amagama a6o 6a­
wavale ngani kulo mlomo wakoMakhwatha?" Washo 
ethinta izinde6e zakhe, enikina inhloko, ngo6a phela 
waebinca. 

"Ngiyezwa dadewethu. Pho ngingenzani ?" 
"lngani futhi uhleli laphaya nje, akasazi thina 

noma singo6ani, ukhuluma na6akhulu thina esinga­
gqokiyo siyizidwedwe nje." 

"Kangazike, ngizohamba ngimtshela lokhu endle­
leni sesiouyela emuva naye." 

"Kuvuke o6a6amkhulu, Nomkhosi, kawusaha­
mbile naye, uzohamba nathi namuhla siye siku6eke 
kwamfundisi. Vena uyozwa kuthiwa usuhambile 
noma uyoku6ona usukude. 

Wathi esho njalo waethatha ibayi lakhe elipho­
nsa emhlane esukuma ethatha iqha6anga lakhe; wa­
qala wagco6a izitho zakhe ngamafutha, umfuma, za-
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cwe6ezela ngo6a phela, kanti kwakungentombi etha­
nda koMkhwethu yini ?. UMkhwethu ingani kwaku­
yinkosi yaseMzwangedwa kwaGumede, e6usa wonke 
uQwa6e owawuseMvoti? 

Wagqokake uNontula wahamba ephekezela 
uNomkhosi, kanye namanye amantombazana akwa6o, 
lapha phela koMakhwatha. UNomkhosi wathinteka 
inhliziyo yakhe kodwa wezwa sengathi kukhona uku­
khululeka okuthize ngo6a ehamba nodadewa6o ku­
no6a ehamba noTomasi. 6ahamba naye 6aye bam­
weza uMvoti 6am6ona ekhuphukela kwamfundisi, 
emva koku6a 6amvalelise. 

Kanti 6athi 6esuka nje ekhaya wa6a6ona uTo­
masi 6ehamba umshungu, zonke izintombi zikaMa­
khwatha wa6ona ukuthi, qha, kukhona okukhona, 
ziyaxoxa izintokazi, ngakhokhe akangaziphazamisi. 
Wasale esehlala. 

Seziouya izintombi zahlangana naye uTomasi 
naye ese6uya yedwa, zam6uka umkhwenyana wa­
kwa6o, zadlula zangasho lutho, yena wazioingelela. 
Lokhu kuthula kwazo kwamse6enza eseyedwa oka­
Nogiyela. 

Ngelanga likaKhisimusi kuvamile eGilawoti uku­
hlangana wonke futhi umuntu kube inkonzo kuqala, 
6eseku6a ihlahla. Lapha ehlahleni ku6akhona uku­
phana izipho zezinhlo6o ngezinhlo6o. Kuhla6elele 
a6antwana nezinsizwa nezintombi. Njalo umuntu 
ubala igama lomuntu amupha impahla negama lalona 
evela kuye. Kuhlatshelelwe ku6uye ku6izwe izipho, 
kuphonswe amazwi amadoda athize ethakazela umse-
6enzi owenziwa intsha. 
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Ngalowo Khisimusi uNomkhosi njengo6a wae­
thandeka phakathi komuzi wathola impahla eningi 
nenhle kakhulu angazange ayithole ngaphambili. 
Kwathi nje ephuma esontweni neqoma elithwele 
impahla yakhe neyezingane zomfundisi, esehlela kwa­
mfundisi walandelwa yintombazana egqoke uma6u-
6ane ozenza imbeshe yathi kuye: 

"Umfowethu uthe angikunike lokhu, ngiku6eke 
ehlahleni kodwa manje ngifike muva, manjenake se­
ngikuletha kuwe njengomyalo enginikwe wona." 
UNomkhosi wathi :-

"Wena ungowaphi mntwana na?" 
"Kuthiwena ngingasho ukuthi ngingowaphi 1s1-

6ongo futhi, e-e-eh, kodwa angokusho kuphela 
indawo lapho ngivela khona." 

"Indawo pho uqhamukaphi?" 
"Kuthiwena, e-e-eh, impahla iyokukutshela 

wena. Kodwake mina ekhaya Jami kungapha eNko-
6ongo." 

"Ngiya6ongake mntanami, wena ongenasi6ongo, 
kodwa ngizothi MaNko6ongo." Yahleka intombaza­
nyana encane, yavalelisa yagijima yaya emantomba­
zaneni amanye aku6o angangayo ayeyilinde kudana. 

Wayithatha ngezandla ezinga6azayo impahla 
uNomkhosi wahamba waye wangena endlini yakhe. 
Wazivula zonke izimpahla zakhe wathi kodwa uyo­
gcina ngale efike nengane kuye. Walungisa ukudla 
kwakusihlwa ngokushesha walalisa a6antwana, wa­
geza nezitsha wayovala nezi6uko nakho konke oku­
dinga · ukwenziwa wakugcina kahle, waesengena 
endlini yakhe wazivalela wahlala phansi eshaywa 
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uvalo lulokhu luthi nqe, nqe, nqe, kancane. Wayi­
thatha lempahla wayivula. Kwaqhilika iduku elimnya­
ma lika silika, kulona kuliekwe ipheshana elibalwe 
ukuthi, "NOMA NINI." 

UNomkhosi waphithana emangala okokuqala 
ukuthi u6ani u"NOMA NINI" amaziyo kuwo wonke 
uMvoti; kodwa waye6esaca6ange adukuze ofini lwe­
nkomo angaphumi ndawo. Waphumela phandle wa­
yohlala ngasentshonalanga lapho kwakuthule khona. 
Umfundisi waengakalali naye nenkosikazi, 6a6ehleli 
ngaphambili, 6ebeke enyakatho 6e6ukana namanzi 
oMvoti ehla6a intambo ende kalayini, enza ulunge­
lunge eyozilahla olwandle. Umoya wawushaya ka­
ncane upholile, wenza nezinto zonke zo6umnyama 
nazo zichayiye. Enzansi emfuleni lapho amanzi aye­
shaya khona umgadlela adlule aye afike emgadlelweni, 
kwakuchwensa amadwi esizi6a, nezingxangxa nazo 
zi6onga uKhisimusi omkhulu. Amaju6a asendle ema­
hlathini ayethul'athule 6esevuk'akhale njengokusho 
kwa6afana ethi, "wangendisel'exhegwini," namanye 
futhi ekhala isililo samaphuphu ayethathwe a6afana 
Bayokhisimusana ngawo ethi: "UMalusi, no6ongile, 
Bathath'indlu yami, na6anta6ami-manje-inhliziyo ya­
mi ithi, to-toto-tototototo." Kude enzansi noMvoti 
lapho kwakwakhe khona a6afo 6awo Nongayeyana 
kwakukhala uMabengwane ethi: "Gudugudu, we, 
Mabengwane." Ngo6a phela izinyoni zonke zinolimi 
lwazo oluqondwa kuphela a6azingeli a6akhuluma nazo 
mihlanayizolo. 

Nomuzi wonke kaGilawoti wawuduma imisizi 
le eqhunyiswa nga6afana; izingane zimemeza zikla-

4 
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Balasile zenziwa ukuthokozela usuku olumangalisayo 
olufika kanye ngonyaka. 

Yonke lemisindo Bayizwa aBaBenezindleBe zo­
kuzwa ngaphandle kukaNomkhosi wayethule ethe 
du, ebeke phezulu sengathi uBala izinkanyezi zezulu. 
Ngalelo langa waengaziBala zonke, aBuye aBone ne­
zincane ezihloBise umthala. Inhliziyo yakhe yayigi­
ngqigingqika njengegade uliphonse esiweni lingena 
kuphuma ngaphezulu lilokhu libeke phansi lehla, liBu­
tuzeka liphela. Wayengazi into ayenzayo edidekile, 
elokhu ephinda njalo amazwi aphume edukwini ethi, 
"NOMA NINI." Wafunisisa ukuthi ngaBe mhlawumBe 
aqondisani, umqondo wakhe uphekequla yonke inka­
mbo yokukhula kwakhe; aBuye ahleke sengathi kayi­
kho into ekhona emhlaBeni ngaphandle kwakhe yedwa 
nemicaBango yakhe. Waze wafika esikhathini sokuBa 
esalusa eyintombazanyana kanye neNkondlwana ya­
khe, eBona aBantwana aBanye Beya esikoleni, yena 
engazi lutho. WaBona aBaningi Balezo zingane sezi­
khulile sezingamaqhikiza nezinsizwa, ezinye sezagana. 
ABuye afike nalapho umfanyana othize waelokhu 
emkhuza-waphuBuka wahleka yedwa wathi: "Hhe, 
ukuhamba komhlaBa empilweni yomuntu kungumzwa­
ngedwa." 

Wadlula lapho wafika nangenkathi esecelwa 
umfundisi ukuB'azohlala kwakhe, inhliziyo yakhe ya­
Bonga ukuBa naye usefundisiwe njengeningi, noma 
angase ahamBe namhlanje kwamfundisi naye angase 
aziseBenzele kumlungu. LomcaBango wokugcina wa­
wukhahlela ngoBa umuBi. Vena Bani owayengase 
ashiye umfundisi onjengoyise kuye; osemenzele oku-
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hie okuningi kangaka? Wazidela yena ngokwakhe, 
wanquma emphefumulweni wakh� ukuBa

_ 
uy?kufa 

engumntwana womfundisi, amhlomphe, amiaBuhse .
. 

Esefike lapha waqaBuka esekhanyelwa ukutht, 
oBani lezizinsizwa ezixoshwe uTomasi zifuna uku­
khuluma naye emasontweni adlule? Futhi zaBuye 
zayocela amanzi kwaBo? Esefika lapha futhi kwa­
khanya ngokunye waBona ukuthi leliduku livela ku­
lowaya mfana owayemkhuza owahamba waya eThe­
kwini wayoseBenza kudala, eseBenza kuBelungu. 
Ingane le eBilethe iduku eyaseNkoBongo ku_Bo kalo­
mfana. K waBuye kwasa futhi emqondwem wakhe 
ukuthi waemthembisile lomfana ukuthi uyolinda impe­
ndulo yakhe, "NOMA NINI." 

Washaywa uvalo ingqondo yakhe kwayikhani 
iBuyelana, waqonda ukuthi lomfana useBuyile, uya­
mkhumbuza manje ngesithembiso sakhe. Waqalaza 
macala onke waBona ukuthi uyena yedwa ongakalali, 
futhi nomsindo waBantwana oBukad'ukhona, namazwi 
omfundisi nenkosikazi eBeBekhuluma ngaphambili­
nawo kade eshaBalele. Kwase kuthe wi, kuyindlu 
yakhe yodwa eyayisakhanyisiwe. Wathi nyathunya­
thu, wavula isivalo sendlu yakhe wangena. WaliBona 
iduku liqhilike njengoBa elishiyile nephepha elinanya­
thiselwe, namagama athi kulo, "NOMA NINI," wasi­
mze wahleka walisonga njengoBa Belisongiwe, wali­
phindelisela ebokisaneni elincane eliluhlazana waliBeka 
ecaleni. 

Wagumula waziphonsa em-bedeni wakhe walala 
engalele. Umqondo walwa nokuthi uTomasi angenze 
njani uma eBona leliduku, njengoBa enesikhwele esi-

4* 
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ngaka na? Nokuthi leliduku liyisi6onakaliso sothando 
lwalomfana waseNko6ongo. UTomasi wayeke wa­
mnikani? Futhi uTomasi waesengamenzi lutho. UTo­
masi waemthatha uNomkhosi njengekhasi azi ukuthi 
uNomkhosi akanakwenza lutho ngo6a umfundisi wa­
yemi ngakuye yena wakoNogiyela. "Nansi insizwa 
phambi kwami," sekusho uNomkhosi enhliziyweni 
yakhe, "iyangithanda, iyangikhonza, iyangi6ona u6u­
ntombi 6ami, pho, yini ngingayigculisi ?" Wa6a6ona 
emsamo othile wekhanda lakhe o6ona konke, wa6a-
6ona oTomasi nomfana waseNko6ongo 6enephuzana, 
6e6angisana yena yedwa ngenxa yesiphosiso sakhe 
soku6a wavuma ukuthanda uTomasi, wakhohlwa uku­
khumbula isithembiso sakhe kumfokazi waseNko6ongo. 
Nango phela manje umfokazi esefikile, naye usefuna 
okwakhe. UTomasi uthi: 

"Nami, sengimcelile, sengizethulile kuMakhwatha; 
UNsikana uthi :-

"Nami, ngi6ambe elentulo lokhu kwathiwa ki­
mina ngiyolindelwa "NOMA NINI," nokuthi izwi la6a­
dala lithi: 6uchitheka 6ugayiwe? Ngimi lapho." 

Imica6ango yakhe ya6uye ya6uyelana yathatheka 
ngomunye umunxa waesethi: "Hhiya suka, umdlalo 
lo, ukhona umuntu othi eceliwe a6uye alokhu ezihlupha 
ngomuntu engamazi, mhlawumbe akusuye, yena se­
wafa. Uku6a usekhona nga6e wangibalela. UTomasi 
anginakumala noma kumnyama." Ngalawa mazwi 
walala phansi wazunywa u6uthongo eca6anga ukuthi 
indlondlo uyi6ambe ngomsila wayibu6ubu6uza phansi 
yafa, yathathwa a6akwa6uthongo. 
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Kwakungumkhu6a njalo womka-mfundisi uku6a 
athi ngaphambi koku6a ayolala ayolunguza uku6a 
a6antwana noNomkhosi 6alele kahle na, e6ese esho 
imithandazo phezu kwamakhanda a6o ngamunye, 
ngamunye aze a6aqede. Ngalelo langa elikhulu lika­
Khisimusi inkosikazi yalunguza yafumanisa konke 
kulungile kodwa uNomkhosi engekho. Waya em-be­
deni wakhe wafumanisa leliduku likaKhisimusi eli­
ngandile libalwe nokuthi "NOMA NINI," wangenelwa 
ukusola ekhanda lakhe futhi wadideka ngo6a uTomasi 
waengenamali yokuthenga iduku lemali engaka. 
Ngakhoke lalizivelela emazombeni kaNomkhosi. 

Kuthe esalalele wezwa ukunyakaza komuntu 
ngasentshcinalanga, walunguza ngesi6uko ephenye 
kancane indwangu, ngalapho ezwe khona kunyakaza 
efuna uku6ona ukuthi u6ani: Wa6ona ukuthi uNo­
mkhosi, uthule u6uka izinkanyezi. Waja6ula umka­
mfundisi waca6anga ukuthi uNomkhosi uyathandaza 
ngengqondo yakhe. Ngaphambi koku6a asuke wezwa 
uNomkhosi ethi: "ukhona umuntu othi eceliwe a6uye 
alokhu ezihlupha ngomuntu engamazi?" Wasuka 
umka-mfundisi eqonda yonke into esenhliziyweni ka­
Nomkhosi, wathula wayolala naye ikhanda lakhe li­
hluphekile ngo6a wayazi ukuthi ukhona umuntu owa­
eseqala uku6onwa uNornkhosi ngaphandle kukaTornasi. 

Indaia le, wayitshela urnfundisi unkosikazi naye

umfundisi wathi kuhle 6athule 6angasho lutho ngayo,

ngo6a izoziqhurnela yona ngokwayo. Hhayike 6a­

thula 6a6uka 6ahlorna arnehlo nezindle6e rnacala
' ' 

o nke. UNornkhosi akakhornbisanga kwethuka norna
ukushintsha kodwa lokhu ekuharnbeni kwakhe. Urnse-
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Benzi wayewenza njengakuqala, ekhwishiza, noma 
ethunyiwe emfuleni, noma eyotheza kungezwakali 
ukuthi ikhona insizwa eke imgasele imumise ikhuluma 
ezakomashela-ntombi. 

Pho, leliduku lalivelaphi na? UTomasi waeli­
thathephi na? Uma :kungelikaTomasi pho akalifaki 
ngani na? Qha mhlawumbe ulinde usuku lomgcagco 
khona liyo6a umnqwazi wakhe. Wo, hhiya, qha, 
mhlawumbe uyise uMakhwatha umfunele Iona. lmi­
ca6ango yomfundisi nenkosikazi Jena. 

ISAHLUKO VIII 

Langathize mathambama lapho ilanga seli6antu 
6ahle umfundisi wavakashelwa insizwa izocela iselu­
leko ngezinda6a zokholo. Lensizwa yayihamba ne­
ntombi eyase iqinile. Seyikhulekile, umfundisi wa­
thatha isihlalo 6ahlala ngaphansi kuka vulanda ya­
khuluma insizwa yathi :-

"Qha6o mfundisi, kangize ngalutho nje ngizocela 
iseluleko. Ngiyimphohlo ngifuna ukushada kodwa 
indlela yami imnyama. Ngiqhamuka ngapha eNko-
6ongo." 

Ngalenkathi insizwa isho igama laseNko6ongo 
uNomkhosi waesendlini eqondene na6o. 6ekhuluma 
umfundisi nensizwa le. Wema, wayi6ukisisa insizwa 
kodwa wa6ona ingozi idwe6e phezu kweso lesinxele, 
futhi wa6ona lentombi ehamba nalensizwa, waeseca-
6anga ukuthi, a6antu a6azozishadela nje. 

"Pho ngingakusiza ngandlelani mntanami ?" 
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"Ngi6uza ngenda6a yomshado wamakholwa 
mfundisi." 

"Ye6o mntanami, sekuyisikhathi ukuBa izithelo 
zemise6enzi yethu sizi6one. Njengo6a uthi uqhamuka 
eNko6ongo nalentombazana kungakuhle kakhulu 
uku6a nikhumbule · njalo uku6a urnshado uphaswa 
iThongo." 

"Angizwa lapho mfundisi urna uphatha iThongo 
ngo6a phela amathongo awakithi kwaZulu, kuthiwa 
rnasiwayeke." 

"Qha6o mina ngisho iThongo larnathongo, uMve­
linqangi, uChi6i elinornnqwazi phakathi, onguSirnakade, 
ohlala le ezulwini," lasho iKhehla likhornba esibaka­
bakeni esiluhlaza, esingenafu. 

"Sengiyezwa mfundisi" 

"Mntanarni, izithernbiso zenu nizigcine kuye 
wonke urnuntu ningazikhohlwa. 

Yaphendula insizwa yathi: "rnfundisi lelozwi 
lakho lilukhuni. Uma rnhlawurnbe isithernbiso leso 
wawusenze usernncane uthi uyosigcina usurndala 
kufanele yini siku6ophe na ?" 

Yaphendula impunga yathi: "Ye6o rnntanami, 
impela kufanele, ngaphandle koku6a kuyinto ernbi." 

UNornkhosi owayelungisa endlini leyo wakhwe­
hlela ngaphakathi ngo6a waezwa konke okukhulu­
nywa phandle, naye eselalele ngo5a wezwa edonseka 
nje kulenkulurno yomfundisi nalensizwa. 

Waqhu5eka urnfundisi wathi: "Kuvarnile kinina 
zinsizwa zakwaQwa6e uku6a nithi nidlala u5usoka, 
nithandwe izintornbi eziningi kuzozonke izigodi nezi-
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nta6a lezi. Nidlala ngamantombazana, nikhohlwe 
ukuthi isithembu emakholweni kasivunyelwe. Onke 
lawamantombazana ninga6uye niwathathe. Mina 
angikufuni lokhu, insizwa enjalo angiyishadisi." 

Yahla6eka insizwa yathi, "mfundisi, seloku nga­
zalwa kangikathandwa yintombi. Ngakhula kanzima 
kusaqala isikole laphaya egqumeni eliseTsheni lika 
Shaka, lapho kwakhe khona uMdleyana wasemaNso­
mini amhlophe. Ngangisuka ekuseni malanga onke 
ngiza esikoleni, ngi6uye ngilal'ekhaya. U6a6a wa­
ngiyekisa imfundo wangi6opha uku6a ngiyose6enza 
eThekwini." 

Wathi esho njalo, uNomkhosi waqhamuka ephethe 
ibakede ngesandla eyolichitha ezimbalini, ephuma 
nalo endlini le alungisa kuyo. Waphuma wayi6ona 
lensizwa ngamehlo waqonda ukuthi uye uNsikana lo. 
Pho, lo ahamba naye ngu6ani njengo6a 6azoshada 
naye nje. Wangenelwa umona omangalisayo nanje­

ngo6a lensizwa yayiphucuzekile, eyi6ona ida6ule ula­
yini ekhanda, ihamba ngezicathulo iphethe isigqoko 
ngesandla. Intombazana yayingayifanele lensizwa� 
nokho uthando kalukhethi ludwani oluwela kulo, lu­
qathaka nalapho ungaqonde khona, u6one ivukana nje 

lensizwa ligangelwa isihlandla sentombi u6uke uthi, 
"wena 6a6a!" Wadlula ku6o uNomkhosi esewachi­
thile amanzi ehambela phezulu efuna uku6a lensizwa 
im6one, wathi ukufika ngasemnyango waphenduka 

wesula izinyawo uthuli wathi ukwe6a ngamehlo le­
nsizwa, wafika ithe nzo kuye ngamehlo sengathi ithi: 

"Lala lulaza, yimi lo engigxiza amanzi njengengcu6a, 
ngilala emlotheni ngawe ntombazana ?" Yaphenduka 
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intokazi kaMakhwatha yangena endlini, wayizwa 
uNsikana ise6enza kuyo leyondlu. 

Waqhu6eka uNsikana nenda6a wathi: "U6a6a 
wangi6opha wangi6amba ngesidlozana ngayiswa 
eThekwini. Nalapho ngangihlala nezimpohlo zezinsi­
zwa ngipheka, ngingenasikhathi sokuyaphi. Kodwa 
sonke lesosikhathi mfundisi, umqondo wami wawula­
pha eMvoti ngithanda ukushada nomntwana wakithi 
wozalo, owakhulela kithi e6onwa a6azali 6ami. Manje 
ngizocela wena, 6a6a mfundisi, uku6a ungisize uma 
unga6a namandla okungisiza." 

Washo uNsikana eneqholo enhliziyweni ngo6a 
naye eyi6onile intombi le uku6a sengathi iyamdlele­
zela ngokuphuma kwayo phandle. 

Waphendula umfundisi kade naye elalele ngo­
kucophelela: "lnkulumo yakho, mntanami, iyangiye­
nga njengodo6o oluyenga inhlanzi emanzini. Ingi­
ngenisa umunyu, sengathi ngiyaqala ukukhuluma 
nomuntu ngizwe inhliziyo yakhe eyendlala ngalolu­

hlo6o phambi kwami. Ngizokusiza noma kanjani." 
Wathembisa umfundisi nensizwa yamuzwa ethembisa, 
nentombazana yamuzwa ethembisa, neqilikazana eli­
nguNomkhosi lamuzwa licashile sengathi liyase6enza. 

"Qha6o mfundisi eyami inda6a ilukhuni ingimele 
ka6i, nawe mhlawumbe ikumele ka6i, rnfundisi." 

"Sengishilo ngathi ngizokusiza." 
Wathembisake umfundisi. Ziningi izinto esizi­

thembisa singabekile phambili, zisi6ophe kanzima, 
kumbe zisiqondise koku5i noma kokuhle. Kukhona 
njalo amathunzi endleleni yomuntu, neso lakhe lixho­
shwa libekile.
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"Mfundisi," sekusho insizwa le, "ngise umfana 
ngathenjiswa yintombazana ehlala lapho kwakho 
ukuthi iyongilindela nezwi Jami "NOMA NINI." 

"Usho yiphi? Vona le ekade idlula lapha iphe­
the ibakede, yachitha amanzi, laphaya, laphaya khona 
manje?" 

"Ngisho yona mfundisi, uma igama Jayo kungu 
Nomkhosi, wakwa Makhwatha laphaya enhla noMvoti," 
esho ekhomba imizi yakwa6o Nomkhosi. 

"Qha6o kangiyizwa inda6a yakho mntanami." 
"Ngiqinisile mfundisi, ngisho yona lentombazana 

yakho ekade idlula lapha. Akunjalo Nokuthela da­
dewethu na ?" 

"Ye6o kunjalo mfowethu, yiyo intombazana 
egama Jayo lingu Nomkhosi." 

"Ngiyehluleka 6anta6ami, ngipel'amandla." 

"Ake ngiqede inda6a yami mfundisi," sekusho 
uNsikana e6ona ukuthi usemhla6e ngomkhonto wakhe 
umfundisi, usumngene ezi6ilinini, akasenakuwukhipha. 
"NgiseThekwini, nami ngazilonda, ngayose6enza 
imadlana engafika nayo ngalezinyanga ezidlule, nakhu 
namhla sengizozi6ika kuwe. Ngiyazi mfundisi ukuthi 
lentombazana isiceliwe omunye wezinsizwa ezitha­

ndeka kuwe; kodwa nami ngizo6eka enginakho ngo6a 

ngethenjiswa iyona intombazana sise6ancane yathi 

iyongilindela "NOMA NINI." 

Umfundisi kwa6a sengathi ikhanda lakhe liya­

ndiyazela, akezwisisi kahle yonke inkulumo yensizwa 
le. Waqala uku6ona ukuthi useyethembisile insizwa uku-
6a ayifunele intombi, nokuthi uNomkhosi wayethembisa 
lensizwa. Wakhumbula futhi umfundisi ukuthi inko-
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sikazi yakhe yayimhle6ele yamtshela ngoKhisimusi 
kusihlwa ngeduku elithize elalisembedeni kaNomkhosi 
libalwe ukuthi "NOMA NINI." Konke kwaqala ukusa 
ngokunye. Wasonga izandla, waphulula intshe6e 
eyase imhlophe, ehla nayo esuka ehwanqeni ehla 

nayo. Amehlo akhe ayegxile lapho uNomkhosi wae­
kade echitha khona amanzi ngebakede, wa6uka khona 
isikhathi esikhulu, ethule ethe nya. Insizwa ya6ona 
ukuthi umfundisi uyaca6anga ekhanda lakhe waesethi 
kuye: 

"Mfundisi sengiyavalelisa. Igama Jami ngingu­
Nsikana wakwaMbokazi indodana kaBoqo waseNko­
Bongo. Sala kahle mfundisi." 

UNomkhosi esezwile konke ayethanda ukuku­
zwa wathi shelele engaziwa muntu ngenkathi se6e­
valelisa waqonda ngasemfuleni ukuyokha amanzi 
kanti uzothi ethi uya6uya athi, nqamanqa na6o, 
uNsikana noNokuthela, wakhohlwa nje ukuthi uzo­
shonaphi ngo6a naye inda6a le ekade ikhulunywa 
imngenile yamco6a amathambo. Waqunga isi6indi 
wazenza onga6aziyo la6a6antu waqonda ku6o pha­

kathi komgwaqo, wahamba, ingani wayeyekelele 
ekhanda ibakede wali6amba ngesandla; waqhuzulwa 
yisidindi laphaya, kodwa yema, yahamba intokazi 
yakwa6o emehlo sengathi akhishwa intuthu yegudu, 
eyayi6uhle sengathi yazalwa yagezwa ngo6isi lwezi­
mvu ezimhlophe zaseAngora. Yashaya yadlula pha­
kathi komgwaqo, wema uNsikana kwathi makakhu­
lume, kodwa wehluleka ukuthi uzothini, wafela pha­
kathi, waguquka wayi6uka isifulathele, izingu6o zayo 
ezithweni zizilahla ngala nangala, zingapheshulwa 
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moya kodwa zitshingwa umzimba w9yo intokazi.
Wasuke wahleka umfo kaBoqo, wathi u'Nokuthela:-

"Nakho phela mfowethu, uhlale uthi ungase 
uyigasele, wema, nansiya ihamba!." Wathula nje 
uNsikana kanti ,ucaBanga ngoTomasi okuthiwa uye 
ozoshada nentokazi enje, efanele yena. 

Kwathi kuthi lapho akahambe ayesa6e intomba­
zana akhala ezindleBeni zakhe amazwi akaNokuthela 
okuthi: 

"Nakho phela mfowethu uhlale uthi ungase uyi­
gasele;" wema wathi qikilili wa6uka udadewaBo wa­
mfumanisa ehleka, ehleka yena, waphenduka wayi­
Bona into yomuntu isiliyekelele ibakede ekhanda, 
ikhwela iya iqonde ekhaya. Wathatha izinyawo wa­
yifica, wangavimba ngaphambili kwayo njengokwenza 
kwethu kwelomdaBu, kodwa wayethulela isigqoko 
wathi: 

"Ngicela ukukhuluma nawe mntanenkosi, wena 
othe lapho sehlisa imihosha sisika ingca siyokwakha 
amadlangala, wawukhuphukela ezindlini ezimhlophe, 
ezicakwe ngodaka lwaphesheya. Ngiyakhuleka nko­
sazana, isikhashana nje." 

Wema uNomkhosi wezwa kuxega onke amalu­
ngu omzimba wakhe kwathi pheze emqondweni wa­
khe ecaBanga ukuthi mhlawumbe lensizwa imeqa 
ngesiphoso yini, kodwa kwathi lapho eyiBuka wayi­
fumanisa igqokile ingafake luphondo entanyeni, futhi 
ingazange imphathe nokumphatha ngesandla. Wema 
uNomkhosi wavaleka umlomo kwakude ukuBa akhu­
lume. Waphinda uNsikana wathi: 
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"Uxolo nkosazana kade ngangifisa ukukhuluma 
nawe kodwa ithu6a ngingalitholi. Akuwena yini 
uNomkhosi wakoMakhwatha eMzwangedwa na ?" 

Yath'intombazana, "Yimina." 
Wath'uNsikana, "Usangi6ona mina na?" Yath'­

intombazana, "UnguBani wena na?" WaziBa uNsikana 
wayiBuk'ernehlweni intombazana, yakhophoza ingani 
iBis'iqinise namehlo icaBanga ukuthi uzoxoxa inda6a. 

"Ngesonto sacela ukukhuluma nawe kodwa wa­
wuhamba nensizwa ehloniphekile sesaBa, kwathi no­
ma sicela kuyo yathi, qha, kawunathuBa uyashesha. 
Minake rnhlawumbe sewakhohlwa ngami. Futhi 
kangingaze ngithi rnhlawumbe, mangithi nje, sewa­
khohlwa ngami," kusho umfo kaBoqo, naye esequnge 
isiBindi e6ona ukuthi intombazana nayo seyirni ilalele 
kayiphangi lutho emuva. 

"Ngingakhohlwa ngawe wen a unguBani na ?" 
Ku6uza intombazana, kanti futhi iyamhleka sengathi 
iyarn-binqa. 

'·Qha, uyazi6uzisa mntanenkosi, uBukeka nalapho 
uhleka ukuthi uyazi6uzisa." 

"Ngiqinisile ngoBa seloku ngafika lapha kwa­
mfundisi kangikaze ngihlangane nomfokazi onjenga­
we nje. Wena futhi kawusiye owalelizwe," washo 
esiphul'induli uNornkhosi edlala ngayo eyihlafuna, 
unyawo lwakhe lulokhu lubala phansi okomuntu efi­
cekile engazi ukuthi angaphuma kanjani. 

"Y eBoke mfokazi ongamaziyo ! Seyashonaphi 
inja yakho, iNkondlwana? Usakwazi nje ukwalusa 
nokusenga? Ake ngi6one izandla zakho ukuthi zise­
ngamaqokoma njengakuqala nje na. Namanje usathi 
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ngingumfokazi ongamaziyo ?" Wazithulela uNomkhosi 
ngo6a waese6ambekile, ikakhulu uma emkhumbuza 
izikhathi zokwalusa waemehlisa em6ukelf phansi 
waeseqala ukuxwayisa amehlo efukumala; wa6ona 
uNsikana ukuthi naye use6enzise izwi eli6i lokuthi 
"izandla ezingamaqokoma," wakhuluma wathi, 

"Uwe Nomkhosi owathi singa6antwana phansi 
laphaya ngakwaMandelu, wangithembisa wathi uyo­
ngilindela, mntanenkosi, washo wathi uyongilindela, 
"NOMA NINI." Namhla ngifikile sengikhulile nga6a 
insizwa ngingaka. Nawe usukhulile wa6a intokazi 
usungaka: sengiland'okwami, nawe thath'okwakho." 
Wathi esho njalo ngezwi eliphansi wahlehla uNomkho­
si wa6eka phansi ibakede wahlala phansi phezu kwe­
sidindi sesikhonko wathula walalela. Kude laphaya 
enzansi uNokuthela wayeyi6ukela impi ixoshana, iyi­
bedula eyakoBoqo i6uye iyibedule eyakoMakhwatha; 
kodwa ngenkathi e6ona uNomkhosi ehlala phansi 
waqonda ukuthi kukhona lapho uNsikana eyahlula 
khona lentombazana edlule iqhawuzela no6ukholwa 
6ayo, waze wathi yena kumfowa6o angeke ayigangele, 
Wafikelwa ukuja6ula kwa6uye kwafika ifu lokuyizo­
nda lentombazana ethi yeshelwa umfowa6o kodwa 
imedlule umfowa6o ehamba naye yena Nokuthela 
owaziwayo, isimze yedlule inganaki lutho. Waca6a­
nga wa6ona imthatha umfowa6o imuka naye iqonda 
eThekwini, ibunguka naye mhlawumbe nomfundisi 
a6athathe a6aweze nezilwandle, asale yedwa nonina 
uNokuthela 6ahlupheke futhi. Wazi6uza yena wathi 
kunge6e ngcono yini umfowa6o athandwe yintomba­
zana engakaphucuzeki njengalena na? 
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Wayehleli phansi uNomkhosi engenamazwi
_ 
oku­

phendula. Wa6uza uNsikana wathi: "Usuyang16ona 
manje na?" 

Wathi uNomkhosi, "Ngephuzile ukuku6ona, futh1 
angisenamandla okwamukela noma yini ongayisho. 
Seng iyingodosi yomuntu" 

"Uyingodosi yaleyansizwa ohamb� nayo nJ�lo
na? Ye6o ngiya6ona, futhi 6engikwaz1 lokho ng1za 
kuwe nje ngiyakwazi lokho, ngikuzwe ngiseThekwini 

Isaga sakwaZulu sithi, Akunkwali yaphandela enye ; 
6uchitheka se6ugayiwe. Angazike lokhu kuwena 
kangikezwa ukuthi se6ugayiwe, nokuthi a6antu se6e­
(sheliwe 6amenywa nokuthi ma6acwilise." 

"Kangisho ukuthi kuyokusiza ukuqulusela kule­
nda6a. Isikhathi sesiyangishiya sengiyahamba, umfu­
ndisi uzongidinga khona manje." Washo njalo wa­
sukuma wa6eka ibakede ekhanda, kodwa washesha 
walithatha uNsikana wamethwesa Iona. KuNomkhosi 
kwa6uya okuningi, wamangala uku6ona okokuqala 
uNsikana lo akamv imbelanga endleleni ngesikhathi 
Behlangana. Namanje esikundleni soku6a amyekele 

nebakede ulithathile wamethwesa Iona. Yaze yehluka 
lento ekwenzeni kukaTomasi yena ozi6ukelayo nje 

noma uNomkhosi esindwa inyanda yezinkuni. Kwa­
mthokozisa kwath i noma uNsikana em6amba ngengalo 
akayidlukumezanga wayidonsa, kodwa wayiyeka la­
pho ikhona waze wakhuluma uNsikana wathi: 

"Kangizimisele ukudedela leyonsizwa yakoNo­
giyela. Njengo6a ngalinda kwaze kwamanje, kanjalo 
isithembiso sakho sisenga6antwana a6adlala nge6u­
mba si6umba izinkomo na6antwana, nginamathele 
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kuso, mntanenkosi. Ngiyokulandela noma ungase 

ungale ilanga liphuma lize liyoshona. Ngiyokulandela 

umuhle njengo6a usenjengezihla6athi zolwandle 

uqhilik�. izi�lathi njengamagula a6akhwenyana uz�
u6� m161i:11b1 yawogogo ; uyobeka emuv� ungi6one 

ngtza ngtqonde kuwe ; uyobeka phambili uhambe izi­
ndle6e zakho ziyongizwa ngiza ngezigi ezinzima. 
Uyokhathala uhlale phansi kwemikhiwane enomthunzi 
ngifike ngikulinde uze uphumule ngikulandele futhi. 
Uyoze ufe nalapho ngiyokulandela ngikuxoshe nje­
ngomoya ngize ngikuzwe uthi kimi-ye6o Nsikana." 

Wathi la esho elokugcina izwi waesiyeka isa­
ndla sikaNomkhosi sawa sawela engutsheni yakh , 
naye wathula wa6a namahloni amakhulu, waguquka 
wahamba noNsikana wahamba wangabeka ngemuva. 

�e6ehlukene noNomkhosi waca6anga ngamazwi 
akaN�tkana lapho ekhuluma ngokumlandela angazi 
ukutht usho ukuthini uma ekhuluma kanje. Ikakhulu 
uma ��hi uyo�landela noma esefile, se6engomoya 

606a61lt. Waz16uza wathi kanti kukhona lapho a6antu 
6afike 6alungise khona amacala a6o uma se6efile na ? 
Uma kunjalo uqinisile uNsikana uma ethi uyomlandela 
norna �sefile. Kodwa urna kungenjalo uyahlanya Jo­
rnfokazt. Noma esho njalo enhliziyweni yakhe kwa­
kukhona unernbeza othi qha, lensizwa ikhuluma into 

e?ijirna _ ishaye enhliziyweni, ihlale ingafuni ukuphuma 
nJengezmtshurnayelo za6efundisi a6elulekayo 5eyala 
urnuntu owedukayo. 

. Wakhuphuka eqharnuka ernfuleni indlela enga-
y1zwa nebakede ekhanda engalizwa kodwa udle6e 

lwakhe luzwa phansi ngasemfuleni uKositini lukhala 
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kancane lushaya "uDida nomadida, uyangiqambela."

Lusho ngezwi elincane lu6uye luthule aluv�mele 

umntwana wa6antu ngengila, naye uNomkhost wa-

6uye walalela engenakwenza ngokunye. W�zi6onela 

naye engengane yona ekhonjiswayo ��u�ht qha, lo­

muntu okhuluma kanje noshaya ukos1tm1 ngendlela 

eletha umunyu kanje, omunye umuntu, wahlukile 

kwa6anye unewozawoza kuyena kuthi lapho eseha�
rnbile kusale ku6ekhona isizungu sakhe sengatht 

angahlala angayi kude. 
Wafika ekhaya wangena ngemuva wa6eka 

arnanzi wahamba wayohlola ukuthi umfundisi akaka-

rnfuni yini. . 
Umfundisi wayelokhu ehleli lapho 6emsh1ye 

khona. Elokhu ebeke phansi umoya wakhe waphu­

kile ngo6a waeca6anga yena ngok�akhe uk�thi

intombazana le eyayihamba nomfana 1yona eyay1zo­

gana yena umfana, esethi uzo6asha�isa. . Kuqala 

kwakungalokhu kuyiwa enhla nasenz_a�s1 nezmkantolo,

kwakusuka nje umfundisi a6ophe tfmdo lala6o a6a­

fike kuye a6ek'izandla phezu kwa6o, 6ahambe. Ukhol�
lwa lungakaqini. Ngaphandle kwala6o . _6aphakath1 

komuzi a6a6ephekezelwa a6aku6o, 6e6ak1�1�e_la. A?a­

vela kude wae6alungiselela nje umfund1s1, 1phoy1sa,

liyo6a6uzela esifundeni senkosi yaku6o yena kade

eqedile. A6anye a6anenkani 6a6elivinga ngenduku

iphoyisa, khona lapho linga6e lisa6uza lutho. Ukuzula

nezinkantolo lokhu into yayizolo ngo6a a6antu se6e­

qala uku6ona izinernbe nesipele. 
UNornkhosi lo, uku6a awa6eke arnanzi inhliziyo 

yakhe ishaya ithi hluthu, hluthu, waeseharnba eyodlala
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nezingane, ethi uzi5a "izinda5a zakho Mngorna," kwa­
sho a5abulayo. Warnthurna urnfundisi uku5a ayo5iza 

inkosikazi ekade isernhlanganweni esontweni, ingekho. 
UNornkhosi njengo5a inda5a waeseyizwe yonke, 
aka5uyanga esasola ukuthi inkosikazi i5izelwani. 
Wakhurnbula nokuthi konje rnhla ehleli ngaphandle 
ngoKhisirnusi wakhohlwa iduku ern-bedeni. Njengo5a 

urnka-rnfundisi engena njalo endlini yakhe ngapha­
rnbi koku5a ayolala, kwakufanele uku5a ali5one lelidu­
ku. Wasola ngo5a futhi urnka-rnfundisi waejwayele 
njalo ngoKhisirnusi uku5a a5uze zonke izirnpahla 

yena uNornkhosi azitholileyo, kodwa narnuhla aka­
Buzanga, kodwa nga5e kwenziwa yini? 

Waziphendula yena wathi: "Inkosikazi iyayazi 
inda5a yarni. Urna kungenjalo khona narnhlanje uzo­
yazi, arnathurnbu ayo." 

Inkosikazi yafika kurnfundisi Bakhulurna Beha­
rnba £ieyenhla Beya enzansi egcekeni 5a5uye Barne 
sengathi Bayaphikisana-into eyayingavarnile. 

5a5ekhulurna ngolwezizwe ulirni kodwa lapha 

sihurnusha nje ngokwakithi. Uthi urnfundisi: "Ehhe, 
insizwa le ithi ifindo Jayo noNornkhosi lidala. Elika 

Tomasi leli lisha." 
"Pho thina singena kanjani kulenda5a ?" 
"Siphakathi kuyo ngo5a urnntwana lo uhlala 

kithi futhi uTornasi ungurnuntu wethu." 
"Kasi5ayeke Bodwa Bazozixazulula." 
"Mina sengenze isiphosiso ngathi, ngizosiza le­

nsizwa ekade ilapha." 
"U5ungayenza kanjani inda5a enjalo na? Lokhu 

- 115 -

lento izokungenisa ekukhulurneni unguMgcotshwa 

kaNkulunkulu na ?" 
"Qha, kangingenanga ngi5ona." 
"Pho ungene kanjani na? 
"Lornfana ufike nentornbazana rnina ngikh�lurna 

naye nje ngithi lentornbazana aharn
_
ba nayo

_ 
ty?na 

engizornshadisa nayo. Sengirnthernbtsa ukutht ng1zo­

rnenzela konke uku5a urnshado wakhe u_Be rnu�le

u5e owesikholwa. Wathi urnfana rnang1thernb1se,

ngathernbisa." . . ,, 
"Pho uNornkhosi ungena kan1am na? 

"Phela uNornkhosi warnethernbisa lornfana nga­

pharnbi koku5a aye eThekwini wathi uyornlindela 

"NOMA NINI". Urnfana use5uyile usezokhurnbuza 

uNornkhosi." 
"Se5eke Bakhulurna yini noNornkhosi ?"

"Hhayi pharnbi kwarni." 
"Wo, sekuyakhanya ukuthi kanti _lel!du�u enga­

ngili5ona ngoKhisirnusi, nakhu rnhla ng1th1 rnma kuwe

uNornkhosi akekho endlini yakhe; kuya5onakala 

ukuthi lalivela kulornfana njengo5a nakhu libalwe

arnagarna esithernbiso sa5o sika "NOMA NINI." 

"Sizokwenza njani pho na ?" 
"Qha inda5a ilula, rnfundisi," kusho inkosikazi.

"Sengizifundile izindlela zesizwe sakwaZulu. Yenza 

nje. 5iza uMakhwatha uyise wentornbazana 

_
urncha­

zele yonke inda5a. Uyena oyoyi�l�la. Futht ngeke

ayihlele; uyoyidlulisela ezintornbtm zornkhay� wa­

kwake. Yizona ezizokwenza isinqurno yena as1thathe

nathi si5ande ngaso, inda5a le singayingeni."
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"Uqinisile wakwami," sekusho umfundisi isi6indi
sesithe gidi, ngoBa yena waengayiBoni indlela enye 

yokuphuma kuloluBishi owaesezifake kulo. "YeBo

uqinisile." 
"Noma ilahla Bani phakathi kwalezinsizwa thina

siyoshadisa lowo okhethi�eyo. NgoBa sazi ngani
ngoBa uma yena lo onguNsikana waengakwazi uku­
hlala eThekwini iminyaka emithathu aBuye engona­
kele, ephethe imali engaka-sazingani ingaBe uyena
njalo uSomandla angase asinike yena aBe umqhuBi
weVangeli phakathi kwalo mhlambi," kusho umka­
mfundisi. 6aBuye Bahambe, umfundisi naye eseqine 

amadolo kulendaBa. 
"lnye into esingase siyenze thina" kusho umfu­

ndisi, "kufanele sikhuleke sicele ukuBa kukhetheke
oyoBa udondolo lwethu."

6anqumake ukuBa umfana aBizwe ahambe eku­
seni kusa ngakusasa ngoBa kwasekuhwelele kakhulu.
Umfana waezohamba ayoBiza uMakhwatha eMzwa­
ngedwa afike naye lapha Beno6antukaBezwa owaye­
njengomfowaBo. Nempela umfana wavuka ekuseni
wawela uMvoti wayoBiza uMakhwatha Beno 6antuka­
Bezwa. Wafika Bengekho Beyophuza enkosini uMkhwe­
thu njengoBa phela kwakuyizinduna, kodwa wawu­
shiya umyalezo koMaMthimkhulu noMaCele ukuBa
BayiBike kuBanumzane. 

Kwathi seliyoshona ilanga afika amakhehla aye­
made uMakhwatha emhlophe ekhanda enziwa ufuzo,
no6antukaBezwa eyingengelezi yempandla. 6afika
Bahlaliswa emigqikini emihle. Ongiyane BaBo BaBe
Bacwayile Befanelwa nayimitsha yaBo. 
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Akakho owaziyo inkulumo yomfundisi Beno­

Makhwatha no6antukaBezwa BeB?_Bath
�

thu. -
:�

k

;:
:

ziwa ukuBa waeBaBizelani BoBaB1lt k� wa s1 u u 
dlo

nisa ngezinhlansana eziqhuma kulemmqa yenkon 

eyayihutshwa eMzwangedwa njalonjalo ngernuva

kwesikhathi. 
I . r I I . l'1 I - . r \ d

 : -,1'11 I s1 : s1 \ 
s1 : l'1 -

{ Wo wa - nge - nz'uMa - mla - mbo Wo, wa -

I d :-.1'11 \sI :s1 11'11r1d 1

nge - nz'u - Marnia - mbo.

LaliqhuBeka njalo lithi :-
SifJUza kuwe Makholweni

Nakuwe wasoGqolweni

WayilofJola ngemali

Kant'ilotsholwa ngenkomo,

Sikhalel'izinkomo zawofJaba,

Wo, wangenz'uMaMlambo." 

ABashoyo Bathi \aqanjwa mhla kwemula yena

uNontula inkosazana kaMakhwatha, iliqamba ��na

luqoBo h,�ayo, yalinika izintornbi zikayise ukuB� �1s1��

ngalo. Laya ngokuya lachuma lagcwala 1Z1go I.

Bonke Bekhala ngoMaM\arnbo. 
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ISAHLUKO IX 

Njengo6a kwase kufike a6efundisi, umhla6a wa­
wusuhlukene iziga6a zozalo, nenkolo, nempucuko. 
La6a a6athi 6efika nje a6efundisi 6a6ethatha ukholo 
lwa6o 6aqala ukuzahlukanisa kula6a a6a6esa6a uku­
kholwa. Lawamaqhawe okholo nenzalo yawo azi6iza 
ngokuthi ononhlevu. Udumo lwa6o lwalulukhulu ka­
khulu kuyo yonke indawo ngaleyo nkathi, yi6o a6a­
fukamele imfundo 6athi ngokukhanya kwa6o 6ashesha 
6athenga imihla6a yokulima nokwakha. 6alalela ize­
luleko zomfundisi owae6atshela ngezikhathi ezizayo, 
a6akhanyisele ngenhlalo yesikhathi esizayo lapho 
oSomsewu 6eyowuda6ula phakathi umhla6a kaZulu 
6awehlulele amakhosi ayinhlakanhlaka. Wa6endlalela 
izikhathi zanamuhla lapho sesindinda nemihla6a yonke 
singenalutho kodwa si6onga ilanga liphuma nalapho 
lishona. Wa6akhombisa umhla6a usathengwa nge­
nka6i emalunda, ngayo yodwa nje udwengule umhla6a 
okunamuhla okhipha kuyo izinka6i eziyizinkulungwane. 

Kuyoyonke indawo lapho a6efundisi 6aqala kho­
na umse6enzi wenkosi kulezinsuku zanamuhla seku-
6onakala njalo ukuthi inzalo yawononhlevu ayisaha­
mbi ezinyathelweni zawoyise, ngisho nemfundo se­
kuyinto a5ayi6ukela phansi. Se6enjengeqhude Jona 
elithi lingagxuma likhwele othangweni, libakuze 
amaphiko alo, likhale, liwu6uke wonke umhla6a ukuthi 
kawulutho: likhohlwe ukuthi liyo6uye Jehle licoshe 
inhla6athi yeshongololo njengezinye izinkuku, nokuthi 
ngelinye ilanga liyokweqiwa ngamanzi, ngisho nenzalo 
yalo, kufuywe futhi ezinye izinkuku endaweni yalo. 
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YeBo uNomkhosi waezalwa ibinca kodwa yena 
engunonhlevu, kuyinto efanayo futhi no�si�ana. 
Phakathi kwezwe lakuBo waegqoka njengezmstzwa 
zamabinca uma kuyiwa emaceceni, aphonse isiqhova 
esikhulu senqe esibilwe ngezimpaphe �em�angele 
ekhal'igijima, nezinye izimpaphe zenqe eltmthtka; 6e­
sephatha inkumba yehawu lenka6'elunga ngokumnya­
ma nokumhlophe. Waethi lapha emahlombe agaxe 
amabeqe ensimango ethungelwe emqaleni ne�simba. 
Waengenakwenza ngokunye kwaku�anele at�t noma 
eziphatha okomlungu kodwa akhombtse uku�ht ok�a� 
ku6o kwemvelo akakulahlile nya njengasezmsukwtm 
zanamuhla, lapho kukhona a6athi 6alandela a6elung� 
kodwa 6engaqedi izindlela zako6elungu, 6a6uye 6ath1 
6amnyama kodwa 6engazi lutho lwako6antu. 

Kwakulilanga elikhulu mhla ephuma egqoke 
njengensizwa yangaphandle mhla kuyiwa emg�agcwe­
ni womzala wakhe ngasolwandle lapho manie kwa­
khe khona a6akwaMbozeyana. 6a6ehamba isishom� 
nje sezinsizwa nezintombi, 6ahamba 6anqamula eMvot1 
indlela idlula phakathi nomuzi, kodwa akakho ow�m6o­
nayo eningini lezinsizwa. UNsik�n_a ".'7�e�waz1 _uku­
sina nokudlalisela kangangoBa z1111ng1 tzmtombt za­
ngaphandle ezazikhala ngaye zihl��heka nje _ ukuth! 
nga6e uthandwaphi. Uku6a a6e 1s1lomo sezmtomb1 
kwamenza waBa isitha kowa6o nakwa6anye a6adala. 

Ku6o a6akwa6o waengathandeki khona efika 
nje 6amkhomba ngenjumbane 6ethi, "wo-eya kuya­
ziqhenya Jokhu, s·elokhu kwaBu�a �Thekwini �uthi 
kungumlungu." Ezinye izintombt ztmzonda, zmga� 
mfuni nalapho ehambe khona ngo6a zithi akesheh 
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kuzo nje ngo6a zona zingamaqa6a, zinuka ibayi ne­
sibuda. Khona sekuzwakala ukuthi ujwayelene ne­
nsizwa yasemakholweni aseMvoti phakathi, inda6a 
ya6ankulu. Kukho konke uNsikana akavulanga mlo­
mo wathula nje waBajwayela Bonke Bona laBo a6a­
ngasamkhl@misi waya kuBo waBahambela ngempela. 

Kwakuyilo leli langa lecece lakwaMbozeyana 
lapho izinsizwa zazifuna ukumakhela uzungu, zifuna 
ukumqhatha nesigwedleBa sensizwa yakwaNdimande. 
IndaBa yayisuka ngasekugiyeni kuthi lapho sekugiya 
aBakwaMbozeyana, Bakhiphe yena ngapha ngakuBo 
agiye, a6eyathe BamBonge khona insizwa le abekene 
nayo izothukuthela 1g1ye ize imkhasele ngenduku. 
5aBazi Bona ukuthi kakuBuyi lutho oluphilayo kule­
nsizwa:-

"lngongoni yakwaManzasengwa 

UNongunyaza ulukhuni 

Ngokwelamela ngish'izigaqa." 

Sekugiywa yaphuma lensizwa yakwaNdimande 

yagiya yasinek'amazinyo, yagiya kwavuka iqungo 
ekhanda, yagiya yaze yamfoma amathe kwafumanise­
ka ukuthi sekuthi makukhale omame ngo6a kwase­
kuzocitheka igazi uma kukekwaphuma omunye nje. 
Kwathi ethi uyaqeda Bamkhipha uNsikana wathi uthi 
thathatha, uyathathela ukugiya yahleka insizwa ya­
kwa6o yafika yathi kuye wu, ngehawu uNsikana 
wema wayiBuka, yahleka yathi :-

"Hawu 6angikhiphela umfa�a nginganga lokhu 
ngingaka na? 5ayangeyisa? Phindel'emuva mfana 
kangiqonde kulwa naBafana, phindel'emuva." 
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5amangala Bonke aBaBeBuka BacaBanga ukuthi
uNsikana unomuthi omuBi, unesitilomu lesi esiphathwa
aBelungu ukutoBisa izinhlanya eMgungundlovu. 5a­
Beqonde ukuBa emva kwalokho Bamshaye Bamshaye,

6amshiye khona lapho ececeni, kung�Bi nda�a zalutho.
Ngesikhathi sekusina umthimba f�tht wadlahsela umfo
kaMbokazi waze waBa um6uk1swano. Amakhehla_
angenamona akwaMbozeyana am6iza amhlalisa pha­
kathi kwawo amBuza ukuthi sewaganwa ymt na,

nokuthi uzalwa uBani eNkoBongo waphendula wathi,
"Ngizalwa uBoqo wakwaMbokazi." Ayesethi

sondela mfana, uphuze kulolukhamba." Wasondel�
uNsikana ngokuhlonipha waphuza, waluBeka phanst
ukhamba walwesula ngezandla ndawozonke. 

Nezintombi zakwaMbozeyana nakwaDlozi zase­
Nonoti nazo azikhohlwanga, zahamba zifakana imilo­
mo zisho zithi kuyazalwa eNko6ongo, Lezizinkulumo

zezwakala kaningi za6aphatha kaBi a6afowaBo. 
Kwasondela isikhathi soku6a kudliwe kuthungwe

notshwala aBanumzane Bawehlukanisa amaqembu 

onke nge;iga6a zawo zoBudala, nangezifunda Jez�.
Izinsizwa zaseNkoBongo zahlaliswa ndawonye exh1-
6eni zathungelwa kona utshwala. Zona zazi�hunge­
lwa inkosikazi yomuzi isizwa enye nje. Yatht lenk�­
sikazi ezinsizweni kuhle kuthi lowo ukhamba olugc1-
na ngakuye alulethe kuyena exhiBeni lapho eButhunga
khona utshwala. Waekusho lokho ngoBa waethanda
ukukhuluma noNsikana. 

Njengo6a uNsikana waesekhishwe inyu�bazana
izinsizwa zenza isu lokuBa njalo udiwo lugcme nga­
kuye kuBe uye aluyisa kumame owayeBathungela.
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Kwaku6a insini enkulu leyo lapha esukuma eluthwala 
ukhamba kodwa yena akanakanga neze. Wathi uku­
fika exhiBeni owesifazane lowo wameluleka wathi :-

"Mntanami, angikwazi nala ungowakhona, no­
kuthi uzalwa u6ani. Kodwa ngiyakuzwela. Kade 
ngilalele izintombi zakithi zikhuluma ngawe zithi zi­
yakuzwela ngento eziyizwe ikhulunywa ihletshwa 
emfuleni izinsizwa zakini. Wena ngeke u6uyele 
ekhaya, uwadle amaBele uma ungathathi lesiseluleko 
sami" 

UNsikana wamangala wathi: "Hawu uthini mame 
na?" 

Wathi owesifazane: "YeBo ngiqinisile." 
Usethi uNsikana: "Ake ungiyeke ngiBuyisele 

utshwala loBu endlini, ngizo6uya ngizwe kahle." 

"Yizwa kahle manje mntanami, isikhathi kasikho 
esinye enginaso sengizohamba ngiyopha a6anye." 

"Qha linda mame, ngo6a uma ngiliBala Bazosola 
endlini 6ese6engilunguza." 

"Hambake ngizolinda isikhashana" 
"Ngizolithola ice6o loku6uyela lapha." Nempela 

waButhatha utshwala ngokhamba wa6uphindelisela 
endlini, waese6a umuntu osayochith'amanzi; waphuma 
njalo, wafika kowesifazane owae6apha utshwala. 

"Sengizokwelulekake mntanami," sekusho owe­
sifazane. "Thatha impahla yakho unyenye u6ang'­
ekhaya, u6e sengathi uyagula noma ophuthuma umkho­
si othize ekhaya. Ilanga lisekhona." 

"Hawu uthini mame na ?" 

"Ngisho njalo. Koswelela ungena kwaDukuza, 
kothi Belala 6e6eka izinhlangothi a6antu, uyo6e ungena 
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eMvoti emzini wamakholwa. Laphoke ungalala kwa­
mlungu oyimpunga nje a6athi ungumfundisi Mgalothi. 
6onke a6ahlwelwe uya6emukela aBaphathe kahle; 
naBafana nathi nawe nje, aBabincayo, kuyena kawu­
kho umehluko." 

"Sengizwile mame, ngiya6onga kakhulu. Wena 
ungowaphi khona ngiyokukhumbula noma sengiphi ?" 

"Kakuswelekile wazi igama lami, ngithathe nje­
ngonyoko nje waneliswe, uze ungikhumbule ususe 
khaya kunyoko lapho uvela khona." 

"lmpela ngiya6ongake mame, angiphuthume isi­
khathi sisekhona nje." 

UNsikana waca6anga. Kwakunzima lokhu kuye, 
uku6a asuke ekhaya ezophelezela umzala wakhe 
manje a6eseshiya icece likamzala wakhe, aBalekele 
ezinye izinsizwa; okwesiBili aBuye ayolala kwamfu­
ndisi uGilawoti, engagqokile ebincile. Funa umfundisi 
am6one noNomkhosi am6one, konke alinga ukukulu­
ngisa, kumdilikele phansi. Kwakusiza ngani ukuhlala 
kwakhe Jokhu a Baku Bo 6a6ezom6ulala endleleni? 
Wathula, wathula wangena endlini, waphuza ngempela 
wadla nenyama njenga6anye. 

Sekuphunywa kuchithekwa, sekudlalelwa okwa­
kusihlwa, uNsikana wathatha izihlangu zakhe waBa 
oya emfuleni. Wagudla ihlathi ekhuphuka waze wa­
ngena endleleni eqonde eMbozamo ehamb'egijima 
njengeqhina. Kwathi lithi gqwambi ilanga waebekene 
noDukuza. Izwe Jaliseyihlane ngalezozinsuku. ABantu 
BaBekholwa ukuthi ngomgwaqo oqhamuka kwaDu­
kuza kukhona irnikhovu, nezimpaka zaBanumzane 
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-na6aninizo. 6akhona nanamuhla eMvoti a6antu a6ake
6athwalwa yizilwane za6aphansi. Nami ngake nga-
6a6ona, kodwa phela kanginakuqinisa ngigomelele
ngithi: "mkhovu nawe mpaka ukhona noma kawukho,
ngo6a kangiwazi 6akwethu ;" lokhu siyakuyekela is i­
zukulwane esizayo uku6a sikucinge sikuhlolisise ama­
qiniso namanga akho.

Wahambake uNsikana, kwaze kwathi esehlela 
eNgudwini kwaqala ukushwaqa izinwele zakhe, kwa­
xega amadolo, wahluleka ukuhamba. Wasola ukuthi 
mhlawumbe lowesifazane u6emkhohlisa efuna uku6a 
alimale. Ikhanda lakhe lasongelana waqala ukuzi6uza 
ukuthi a6antu 6aku6o 6e6engakwenza kanjani uku6a 
6afune ukum6ulala engenanxa, nazwi na6o na? Be­
kake manje waesengozini yokufela ehlane. Nkathi 
leyo wa6ona into sengathi imfene inquma phambi 
kwakhe yama, yam6uka, ya6aleka yanyamalala. Eyi­
bekisisa wayi6ona ukuthi impunzi iyozifunela utshani 
6ensinde. Umqondo wakhe wa6uye wamtshela ukuthi 
impunzi kayidli lapho kukhona ezinye izilwane khona, 
ngakhoke ukushwaqa kwezinwele ekhanda · 6ekwe­

nziwa amehlo empunzi. Wasu6atha ngeju6ane wa­
zewawela amanzi eMvoti sekuhlwile ngempela. 

Njengo6a kwamfundisi kwakuseduze noMvoti 

ngaphezulu nje, waqala ukuzwa amazwi ezingane 
zikhala, ezinye zixoshana egcekeni. Emizini esecaleni 

wezwa a6ashayeli 6ekhuza, 6egumula izinka6i nama­
joka egenqeza phansi; a6ashayeli 6etshela a6afana 
uku6a 6aziqhu6e 6aziyise ethafeni kwaMandelu. Wafisa 
ukugoduka kodwa waesekhathele okokufa. Wazido­

nsa amadolo wakhuphukela kwamfundisi wathi eth i 
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qhamu wa6ona umfundisi ehleli, wafuna uku6aleka 
kodwa umfundisi waesem6onile. Waesesondela, wa­
khuleka indawo yokulala. 

Umfundisi wam6uza ukuthi ungowaphi wathi 
umfokazi: "Ngingowangapha eNonoti, nkosi yami," 

"Pho, uqondephi ?" 

"Ngiqonde eThekwini esilungwini ukuyofuna 
umse6enzi nokuthola imali." 

Umfundisi wa6iza uNomkhosi wamyala uku6a 
athathe umfokazi lo amyise exhi6eni lezihambi, amnike 
nokudla. Nempela uNomkhosi wamthatha umfokazi 
warn Buza wathi :-

"Kodwa e6usuku lokhu 6a6a uqhamuka ngaphi, 
uli6angisephi ?" 

"Ngiqhamuka le eNonoti, ngiqonde ngapha oThu­
ngulu, eThekwini." 

"6onk'a6antu la6a 6a6ukeka 6ethanda ukuya 
eThekwini. Nami ukhona umzala wami okade ese-

6enza eThekwini. Wa6uya engiphathele izinto ezi­
ningi." 

"Hhawu uqinisile mntanenkosi, kakusho wena 
uya6onakala", kusho umfokazi. 

"6a6onakala kanjani a6ana6azala 6a6o a6avela 

eThekwini ?" 

"A6anye ngi6ona 6egqoka amalokwe asesilu­
ngwini, izintombi zinga6e zisakhehla, zifaka iminqwazi 
emnyama ecwe6ezelayo." Lapho uNomkhosi wahleka, 
wacho6ozela ngo6a waemkitaza umfokazi. Naye umfo­
kazi waeyazi into ayenzayo efaka izikhuni emlilweni 
ezizofika zivuthe, ziwuhlokoze. 
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"Wena uyovuk'uhambe ekuseni kakhulu yini?", 
seku5uza uNomkhosi, waphendula umfokazi wathi: 

"Ye5o mntanenkosi. Umuhle kangango5a ufa­
nelwe nala ukhuluma nkosazana, inga5e uzalwaphi." 

"Qha, mina ngingowakhona Iapha kwamfundisi." 
Waphendula uNomkhosi elokhu ekitazekile ngo5a 
kwakumnandi ukukhiwa umuntu walekwaZulu emtshe­
la u5uhle 5akhe. Kanti uku5a kwakufika omunye 
ose5angeni lakhe emgco5a ngamazwi amnandi wae­
zokwethuka. Nempela uNsikana e5ona ukuthi ucha­
kide uyasiheha isikhukukazi ngokusivezela isibelu 
sakhe, isikhukukazi singa5oni ukuthi, 'nkombose limi 
ngothi,' naye waqhu5ela phambili wathi: "Hhawu, 
umuhle ntokazi ya5antu, kwanga wawuzelwe kwa­
Zulu, nami ngingaka nje ngiphonse okungenani ama­
Bili." Wakhuluma ezenza umuntu omdala, nentomba­
zana yalutheka. 

Waesehamba uNomkhosi naye eseqinise ikhanda 
ephindela emuva eshesha eyothatha ukudla waku5u­
yisa, wazopha umfokazi. Ngenkathi edla umfokazi 
lo uNomkhosi waemi ngaphandle exhi5eni elinde izi­
tsha, e5uka enzansi eMvoti, imicaBango yakhe ilahle­
kile, sengathi uyakhohlwa nokuthi ukhona umuntu 
om5ukayo. UNsikana wadla engadli, elokhu eyi5uka 
lentombi aseyi5ona ukuthi kanti isiyamthanda ngoBa 
im5iza ngokuthi ungumzala wayo, kwaBangaziyo. 
Wamangaliswa u5uhle Bentombi o5ungaka, kwaBa 
sengathi ingelosi emnyama ize phansi kwaMhla5a 
izomga5isela. Nempela intombi uzimisele ngayo usa­
yeshela, nalapho isikuthanda injengengelosi, enhlizi­
yweni yakho. Pho, i5enjani lapho uqonde ukushada 
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nayo na? 6uyakhula u5uhle Bayo, 5uqine 5uze 
Buthele iminduze usuyishadile. Konke lokhu uNsika­
na wakuBona wadla engadli. 

Wayi5ona into kaMakhwatha imi ngasesicabeni 
iluswazi logonothi phakathi ehlozini. Wayi5ona iyi­
nde, insundu, inamehlo amakhulu ayizimbulunga, ne­
ngaga eyayigcwele, ilugamfu ngesisu okomnyovu 
igijima ezimbalini, yayigcwele kwesiphansi njengezi­
ntombi zawo onke amaQwa5e. Izinwele lezi zazi­
mashoBa zimnyama sengathi zigcotshwe insizi, zalu­
kwe zadatshulwa phakathi, zawa ngala nangalapha 
kwekhanda zingamagoda. Ethule, kwathi uNsikana 
makathi "Thambo lenyoka, hla5'omzondayo, duz'ayi­
khahlele, hamba ntombazana, yimi lo uNsikana, okade 
waekhala ngawe." 

Wa5uye wazi5amba waca5anga, naye walahleka 
imica5ango ekhanda esecaf:langa nangeduku wathuka 
esethe: "Akulutho nje "NOMA NINI." UNomkhosi 
wethuka wa5uza wathi, "usuqedile yini ?" 

Wathi, "sengizoqeda mntanenkosi." 
Wathi uNomkhosi: "Pho ngizwa sengathi uya­

khuluma." 
Wathi umfokazi: "Wo, mntanenkosi ngica5anga 

ngendlela engisazoyihamba ngisuka lapha ngiye ngi­
fike eThekwini. Sengi5uka ukuthi noma ngingakha­
thala ngi5e nje ngiyohamba ngiyengifike khona ngi­
fung'uNokuthela ka5a5a." 

UNomkhosi wahleka wathula, wasonga izandla 
zakhe esifu5eni, umqondo wakhe wa5uye walahleka 
emica5angweni yakhe yedwa. UNsikana wa5uka, 
Wa5uka wathula, wamangala u5uhle o5unje. Kwathi 
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makasukume azi5ike, kodwa waqumbelana phakathi 
lapho e5ona umutsha, nehawu, nesiqhoza sakhe wa­
Bona ukuthi nga5e ukuzinqumela ogodweni, wagcina 
wathi: 

"Sengiqedile nkosazana, hhawu ngiyawu5onga 
umusa wakho. Noma sengikhathele nginje sengizo­
wathola amandla okuvuka ekuseni ngihambe, mhla­
wumbe ngiyo5uya ngiku5one. Ngiya5onga kakhulu." 
Waezithatha izitsha uNomkhosi eziqoqa waphuma, 
wathi umfokazi, "Hamba kahle mntanenkosi." 6ehlu­
kana wahamba uNornkhosi engazilutho futhi engasoli 
ngomfokazi olele exhi5eni. 

Wadlula khona noTomasi eseqhamuka emse6e­
nzini wakhe njengo5a waejwayele uku5a alokhu 
e5avakashela a5alele exhi5eni kuzokusa 5adlule. Wa­
fika wathi: "E, mnumzane, kuyiwaphike namuhla? 

Wathi umfokazi: "Ngili5angise oThungulu lapho 
ku5uswa khona." 

"Uqhamuka phi?" 
"Ngiqhamuka kwelakwaZulu." 
"Unjani um5uso kaCetshwayo lokhu sizwa se­

ngathi sekunguye inkunzi nje ?" 
"Wo qha, uya5usa nje, kodwa sengathi uzofuza 

yena uyisekazi uDingana ngonya analo." 
Ukhuluma nje uTomasi uNsikana lo kade ernhl?le 

wam5ona ukuthi iyo le imbangi yakhe, waesezenzisa 
sengathi ukhathele kakhulu akathandi ukukhulurna.

1 uTo·Waesa5a ukuthi funa 5a5onane 5ese erndunge a 
1 masi amanzi ngenhla, anga5e esawaphuza. Nernpe �

uTomasi wadlula kwasengathi uyama uqalaza nia.
kwamfundisi, wakhwehlela kakhulu, wazenza ohla e 
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lelayo, wa5ona uNsikana engengane ukuthi, qha, 
insizwa le i5iza intom5i yayo. Nempela waqhamuka 
uNomkhosi ehamba eqalaza ngemuva sengathi aka­
funi uku5a a5onwe. 6athi ukuma isikhathi, 6ekhulu­
ma 6ehlekela phansi amazwi a5o enyenyeza, wa5e­
yathe uNsikana uyalalelisa kodwa akezwanga. Enhli­
ziyweni yakhe wezwa kuthi xhifi. Wakhumbula ukuthi 
konje iyo lensizwa okwathi 5ephuma esontweni nge­
linye ilanga yala uku6a akhulume noNomkhosi. 
Waca5anga ukuthi kunganjani ayiphundle ngenduku 
ayehlukanise nalentombi naye ayifunayo. Noma 
amjuqajuqe nje ngenduku, uma efa icala kalinaku­
thethwa ndawo; kodwa unembeza wakhe wathi kuye: 
"Unga5ulali." Kwavuka kuye inhliziyo yo6ukholwa, 
kwafa eyo5uqa5a, wahlala phansi ingani waesesukume 
naphansi. Umona wawusumqedile engenakumela 
uku6a intombi eyithanda kodwa i6e ithanda enye 
insizwa ngaloluhlo5o. 

6athi ukuma isikhashana uTomasi noNomkhosi, 
Wa6uye wakhwehlela uNsikana waphumela phandle 
Wathi swace ngendlu ethi uyazi5a, wathi e6uya we­zwa izigi zidlula ngendlu ayezolala kuyo; kanti se­kunguTomasi useyagoduka. Walilahla ithemba umfokaBoqo wa6ona ukuthi lenda5a yakhe injengokuzi­qandula edwaleni ngekhanda. Onke amathemba aye­
�awo asha6alalisa okwenkungu sekuphume ilanga.
hi3kuye kwasa kwathi ngqe, wakhuluma yedwa oko-anya. Wa6uye wazimisela okwesi6ili futhi ukuthi u�olw� kuze kufike erngomeni woku5a azilahle phansip �rnbi kwayo akhulume nayo lentombi emi kahle,ayikhumbuze isithembiso sayo. Futhi wa6uye wami-

5 
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swa ithemba ukuba intombi le kayili6uyisi iduku 
lakhe. Uma imala ngempela ngaBe iduku selaBuya 
njengomthetho wakwaZulu. Nayo mayenze njalo. 

ISAHLUKO X 

"Ngiyawezwa amazwi akho, kodwa lendaBa oyi­
khuluma kimina ilukhuni, kangikwazi ukuyivulela 
amadleBe ami." 

"Kholwa yimina, ngiyakuthanda mntakaMakhwa­
tha, ngikuthanda ngimi, noma ngihleli, zonke lezintaBa 
zingikhumbuza wena. Kangisalali ngiphupha wena." 

"Kangiphathi mithi, pho ungangiphupha kanjani? 
Musa ukuzwisa aBantu kaBi." 

"Lalela kahle." 
"Ngilaleleni kahle lokhu wena ungumkhwenyana 

njena?" 

"6eka phansi lokhu yindaBa yami ngedwa leyo, 
wena awunakuyingena." 

"Kufanele ngiyingene ngoBa u6a6a angangiBulala 
angithi nya uma ezwa nokuthi ngike ngiphume nga­
lesikhathi ngiphumele wena." 

"Kodwa wena uma ucaBanga uyakholwa ukuthi 
kufanele ngithatheke ngempela uNomkhosi, eyini yena? 
Into yokutholwa le? Unina uBani? NginjengoBa ngi­
nje ?" 

"Ehhe ukhuluma kahle ngoBa wathi umeshela: 
wawukwazi lokho kodwa kunamuhla uwena osuBona 

lawo maBala kudadewethu uNomkhosi." 

"Musa, akayena udadewenu" 
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"Ngimphikeleni? Uyena udadewethu, futhi musa 
ukungephula ingalo, ngiyeke," kusho uNtombinjani 
owayezalwa kwenye indlu yakwaMakhwatha kodwa 
engesiye owakwaBo kaNontula. UTomasi wathi lapho 
emBona ukuthi yilokhu emphikisa inkani, wamBamba 
ingalo wathi ukuyisonta, yase ikhala intombazana. 

"Ngiqinisile uma ngithi akuyena udadewenu, 
uyinto yokutholwa nje. Kangisamthandi, ngifuna 
wena manje. Beka inhlalo ongaBa nayo nami, uhlala 
endlini engcono, usuke lapha emaqhugwaneni uyo­
hlala laphaya ngaphesheya ezindlini zamakholwa. 
Kuhle kangakanani ukuBa inkosikazi yekholwa!" 

"Uyangiyenga ungiqhatha nendlu ka6a6a, ufuna 
ukusahlukanisa phakathi singaBuye sizwane futhi 
nanini." 

"Qha, amazwi ami ayisiminya ungeke ungiBone 
ngikhuluma noNomkhosi, kangisamthandi. Kangina­
sizathu kodwa kuphele Iona nje uthando, Ntombi­
njani." 

Wathi esho njalo waeBamba umgexo owawuse­

ntanyeni kuNtombinjani, wanamathela kuwo, wathi 
dlukudluku uNtombinjani kodwa engenzi ngenkani, 
wawuBamba umfo kaNogiyela, wama-nje. Wawutha­
tha wawugumula enkintshweni yawo wawufaka epha­
ketheni lebulukwe, waBamba ithambo wema, wayiBuka 
emehlweni lentombazana, wayi6ona iyinhle, nayo ya­
muthi jeqe ngamehlo yacoBeka, wasidedela isandla, 
wahamba. Wahambela phezulu umfo kaNogiyela 
esethandwa izintombi ezimbili. 

Ngempela waengaqonde nolunci ngoNtombinjani, 

waedlala ngaye nje kusashisa igazi likaShaka loBu­

.5* 
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soka. Vena waezimiseie ngoNomkhosi, futhi aze 
akwenze-nje Iokhu waeqonda ukuthi uNomkhosi 
ngeke amaie noma kunjani. Wa6ona ukuthi kuluia 
ukumehlula uNtombinjani uma emngeneia ngasenxe-
6eni loku6a agxeke ingodosi yakhe, ayinembe ngo­
kuthi iyisitholwa lapha kwaMakhwatha. Nempela 
uNtombinjani wathatheka kalula. 

Efika ekhaya uNtombinjani wethuka esekhu­
mbula ukuthi odadewa6o 6azomkum6uza ngomgexo 
wakhe. Ngakhoke wahlangana nodadewa6o omkhuiu 
owayengezwani noNontuia, wayethula kuye yonke 
inda6a, udadewa6o Io, uPhikiwe negama lakhe, wa­
·yemukeia inda6a kodwa wathi uNontula angayizwa
neze ngo6a funa ayoneie phansi. Nempela uTomasi
waesefika kahle nje ma sekuswelele acashe ngakwa-
60 kaPhikiwe a6ese6onana noNtombinjani 6apheke­
zelane -sekuhlwile kunga6oni muntu. Onina Ia6a
6ase6eyazi inda6a kodwa 6eyifihla 6engathandi uku6a
izwakale. 6a6enengwa ukuthi umntwana eyisitholwa
kodwa agane kuqaia kuna5antwana nomkhaya; ku­
njaio nje agane injitimane yasesilungwini. 6akusoia
lokho. 6a6efuna ukonela phansi konke kuphumeieie
inda5a kaNtombinjani.

Akwenzeki uku6a enxuiumeni wonke umuzi
uzwane, ku6akhona njaio a6avumeiana no6u6i. Ezi­
ntombini lapha ezinye zawu5uzisisa umgexo kaNto­
mbinjani zawuhialeia phansi lezi ezingowa6o ezima­
zela konke. Waze waqhuma umoyana 6ewuthoia
nga6afana a5elusayo ukuthi, umkhwenyana Io usefi­
kela lapha kwa5oPhikiwe, 6ese njalo ephekezeiana
noNtombinjani. 6ayixoxa-nje a6afana 6ayiqinisa
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lapho 6e6uzwa, yakholeka lapha emantombazaneni; 
kodwa athi azozidelisa wona azi6onele ngamehlo. 
Nempela ahlaia ngokunye ukuhiwa ngaphandle alinda. 
Am6ona umkhwenyana engena ku6o kaPhikiwe, 6a­
hlala 6amlinda; 6am6ona futhi ephuma, uNtombinj'1ni 
esemlinde ngaphandie komuzi. Athuia amantomba­
zana, asuka ahamba engakhulumisani. Yathi enye: 

"Kanti nasemakholweni izinsizwa ziyahamba 
izindlela zamasoka ?" 

Yathi enye, "pho kusiza ngani ukucela intombi 
i6enye umuntu ashade nayo; kungcono ngizilahie 
esithenjini, uma ngingakohliseka kanje." 

"Uqinisile, dadewethu, ngo6a esithenjini uyewazi 
kahie ukuthi ni6aningi, nonke nizomnakekeia umnu­
mzane, kuno6a ugqume endlini uphekeia indoda uthi 
eyakho wedwa kanti kukhona a6akhuiu kunawe 
a6ayithatha 6amuke nayo nje." 

"Ngingazi5uiala," kusho Ientombazana enye. 
"Pho sizokwenza njani ?" 

"Masiyi6ike lenda6a kuNontula kusasa ekuseni." 
"lmise6enzi kaPhikiwe yonke le. Usengenisa 

uNtombinjani kuyona, ngo6a efuna uku6a yingqweie 
yethu sonke kanti akaveli endlini enkuiu. Futhi 
angasiphatha kanjani lokhu unolimi oluyizimbaxa nje­
ngoluka xamu ?" 

Yaphenduia enye yathi, "Mina ngifuna ukupha­
thwa uNontuia yena ozoganeia eNkosini, nathi sonke 
thina 6odadewa6o sithoie isithunzi saziwe ukuthi, 
hhawu nazizintombi zendoda, ezinegama eMzwange­
dwa." 

Ekuseni kwasa ngakusa yahamba lentombazana 
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kanye noNontula ngenkathi eyakogeza yamphekezela. 
Se6echopha izinyawo yathi: 

"Dadewethu, nginenda6a engizokutshela yona 
mhlawumbe izokwehlisa igama lethu." 

"Uthini, ukhona yini olahlekelwe u6untombi 6a­
khe kinina ?" 

"Qha dadewethu, inda6a kaNtombinjani, iyangi­
hlupha. Kusihlwa 6esimi nje laphaya sa6ona umkhwe­
nyana evela ku6o kaPhikiwe, waesehambisana no­
Ntombinjani." 

"Pho, yisiphosiso sini esilapho, lokhu u6eziha­
mbela nomlamu wakhe ?" 

"Qha, sesizwile ukuthi kakusenandlela ukuzwana 
kwa6o ko6ulamu. Angamnika kanjani umgexo wakhe 
uma kungumlamu na? Ingani uwe owathi singam­
niki umgexo umfana eseshela na? Thina si6ona 
ukuthi se6eyezwana." 

6achopha 6aqeda, uNontula engaphendulanga. 
Intombazana yayazi ukuthi ngeke ayixoxise yona le­
nda6a. Yeja6ula nokho uku6ona ukuthi uNontula 
akathukuthelanga, wasimze wathula nje, wachopha 
njalo izinyawo wanganaka. 6ase6ethwala izigubu 
za6o zamanzi 6akhuphuka 6eya ekhaya uNontula 
ethule engazange ayiphathe lenda6a. Yaphela khona 
lapho. Nentombazana kayi6uyanga iyikhulume. Yaya 
kumngane wayo yamtshela konke, 6agcina ngokuthi: 
"Masithule siqaphele ukuthi kakuzunuka santungwana 
na ?" Ye6o, 6athula 6aqaphela. UTomasi 6am6ona 
ezifikela ngesikhathi afika ngaso ku6o kaPhikiwe 
a6uye ahambe nje e6onene noNtombinjani. UNontula 
akayinakanga lenda6a wayizi6a, wayivalela emgodini. 
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ISAHLUKO XI 

· Wavuka phakathi kokuthatha ukusa umfo kaBoqo,
wanyathela eqonde eNko6ongo engafuni uku6a a6o­

�we nje�empela a6antu 6asemVoti. Wafika ekhaya
hphuma tlanga, wangena endlini kanina wacela uku­
dla wadla walala Jonke ilanga engakhulumise muntu. 
Kwathi e6usuku kwezwakala amazwi okuhla6elela 
esho kude ekhala ngo"Dida noMasinga, uyangiqa­
mbela," esho eza ekhaya. Kwaphuma intsha encane 
eyayingayile ececeni ya6ahlanga6eza Beza ekhaya 
sekuyimpi. 

. La6a 6asekhaya 6a6engam6onanga uNsikana 
ukuthi ufike ekuseni yena. Kwathi lapho e6uzwa 
6athi 6amshiye ezihlotsheni zakhe a6am6onanga se­
ku6uywa. Yaphela nje lapho, kwaxoxwa ukuthi icece 
Belinjani 6ali6a5aza u6uhle, Bencoma nesandla soku­
phatha ukudla sakoMbozeyana. Kwajatshulwa. 

Ekuseni uNsikana 5am5ona ephuma esezigqo­
kele kahle ephethe uKositini lwakhe elushaya eqonde 
�gaseMvoti kumngane wakhe. Waengakayixoxi 
tnda6a yakhe naBasekhaya ka6anakanga uku6uza 
ngoBa kwakungumuntu ongathandi njalo ukukhuluma. 

. Wafika kuNkomeni wahlala, wayixoxa yonke 
tnda6a: 

"Ngahamba wethu, ngaya ngalapha eNonoti siye 
e�eceni. ABantu 6athi a6angi6ulalele khona, ngasinda
nie nami ngokwelulekwa inkosikazi enye yathi ma­
ngiBaleke." 

"Hau, wasizakala nawe wa6aleka u6alekela 
amanye amadoda na ?" 



136 -

"Uthini lo? Usho ngo6a ungaze unga6a6ona 
a6antu 6ekuzondela ukufa nokuphila, 6eku6uka nga­
mehlo engwe incinda izindevu nezinde6e i6ona inya­
mazane." 

"Noma kunjalo wethu, pho ngi6aleke? Nginga­
fela khona ngifunga uZiwelile ka6a6a," kusho uNko­
meni wakwaKhuzwayo, iZulu lokulethwa, washo wa­
khwif'amathe. 

"lmpela wethu ngi6alekile; kodwa phela iyeza 
inda6a eja6ulisayo" 

"Lapho se6ekuxosha weqa izihlahla ?" 
"Hhayi kangikho lapho manje." 
"Pho qhu6eka ngo6a mina ngisanengiwe senga­

thi singake siyo6ashaya ngelinye ilanga uma unge­
sa6i" 

"Ayidlule leyo wethu. Kuthe ngi6uya, ngalala 
kwaMfundisi, Silwane-somhlola, ngayi6ona lentombi." 

"Weu, nakhoke futhi! Usuyelani kwamfundisi 
e6usuku, ubincile uyozihlazisa entombini uyi6ona inje­
ngalokhu injena na?" 

"Hhayi kahle, wena uthathela phezulu. Nga6a 
imvu-mbumbulu, ngazenza umfokazana ngalaliswa 
exhi6eni, kwathunywa yona yazongipha ukudla. 

"Wenake yathi ifika wase uyikhulumisa usunge­
nisa ezakho izinda6a, ngo6a angikwazi ukuthi unjani." 

"Qha wethu uyaphasalaza. Ngayi6uza ngayiyisa 
le, nayo yabeka le, kwaze kwafika leliboxongwane 
Jayo. Lapho kwathi mangisukume ngithi-ufunani 

lapho? Kanti yimi okwakufanele ngi6uzwe kanjalo." 

"Minake lapho wethu ngangiyophonsa iga6ade 
6esengilala ngizenzisa. Kuthi lapho enga6aleki ngi-
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phonse elinye iga6ade liphuhluzekele kuye. Waeyo-
6ona ngani ukuthi uwe? Wo, thina kade sasiwuha­
mba umhla6a." 

"Qha wethu, ngathula-nje ngifuna uku6ona 
ngempela ukuthi iyamthanda ngenhliziyo na. Noma 
isipho sami iyasi6ona, noma imqhu6a ngamadolo." 

"Wafumanisani ?" 
"Qha, iyamthanda wethu, indlela ilukhuni. Ko­

dwa ngisafisa sikhulume nayo, yangitshela ngomzala 
wayo oyithumela izinto eThekwini. Nga6ona ukuthi 
iduku Jami iyalithanda." 

"Angivumi lapho wethu. Akusizi uma silokhu 
sica6angela, intombi, yintombi ngisho sekuthiwani, 
iyadlala nga6antu. Awuze ungezwa yini kuthiwa 
izinsizwa ziya6ulalana ngenxa yentombi? lngani 
khona lapha 6asanda ku6ulala insizwa iyodwa kunina, 
6ayiphisela ngempiselo enhlafunweni yafa, ngenxa 
yentombazana eyayi6athanda i6abangqa a6afana." 

"Uthi kambe nakimi iso leso na? Lentombazana 
ithanda mina i6uye iyozwana nesoka Jayo elidala na? 
Ingakwenza kanjani lokho ingeyekholwa, futhi inga-
nginiki izwi Jayo?" 

"Mina angikhulumi konke lokho, ngikutshela 
izinto ezehlakala phandle kuphela, hhayi wena oca-
6anga uku6a zi6enjalo ngo6a kunje." 

"Angikholwa into enjalo, Nkomeni, wena we­
qhawe, kangikholwa, wethu, ngo6a funa ngife, ngife 
ngingaka6oni umhla6a." 

"Yenza nje wethu, sengiyaku6ona ukuthi uzimi­
sele kulentombazana. Yenza nje." 

"Ngenze kanjani ?" 
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"Lalela mina, uthule uzufe. Suka lapha uyeko­
Makhwatha, uqonde khona uthi ngqo." 

"Uthini lo, wake wezwa kwenziwa lokho, ufuna 
ukungenza impatha, wethu ?" 

"Ngithe thula uzufe," kusho into kaZululokule­
thwa. "Ngiyaphinda futhi ngithi suka lapha uye ko­
Makhwatha, uqonde uthi ngqo. Uyofika khona ukhu­
leke ufune ukukhuluma nenkosazana yomuzi, igama 
layo nguNontula. Uzi6ike kuyo, uyeneke inda6a 
yakho kahle." 

"Sengiyezwa mfan'omdala, ukhuluma u6udoda 
manje, kade uphakuzela kuqala." 

"Akakho umuntu oyofika akuxwaye uma ufuna 
uNontula ngo6a sekuyiqhikiza eliyigunqele. Uya6o­
na lapha kwamfundisi ngeke uyi6one lentombi ngoBa 
umfundisi akafuni ukulokhu e6ona amabulukwana 
ehwathuzela egcekeni engathunywe lutho. Ngisho 
uze ezise6enzini akusizi ngo6a awunakuyithola. No­
ma uma ngasemfuleni, wazi ngani noma umfundisi 
nangu khona lapha: 

"Uqinisile ngo6a amehlo akhe akabekeki noma 
uhlangana nje naye emgwaqweni egi6ele injomane. 
Kangakananike uma ekufica ukhuluma nentombazana 
yakhe! llukhuni lenda6a." 

"Mina ngikutshela okuyilona lisu kuphela loku­
nqo6a lenda6a. Uma wehluleka ngalelisu, sesiyogeza 
izandla, noma siye kuSandlasikhulu siyobula ngama­
thambo siyiphuphise e6usuku, siyifake isidina nalo 
mfana kaNogiyela." 

"Ukudlalake lokho wethu ngo6a ngafunga nga­
thi mhla ngi6ekwa amanzi e6unzini lami, ngingeke 
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ngikholwe amalutha, nokuthi imise6enzi yo6umnyama 
ngiyoyilahla phansi." 

"5engazi Nsikana. Kodwa mina ngithi ngisiza 
wena, uma wena ungathandi, ngigez'izandla. Ake 
sithike uNontula lowo akayithathi inda6a yakho, noma 
yena u6e-yathe uyakukhulumela intombazana imudle 
ngamazinyo, uyokwenza kanjani?" 

"Ngiyohlala phansi ngithathe imithwalo yami 
ngiyose6enza eThekwini ngibunguke, ngoBa angina­
kumela uku6ona uNomkhosi eshada nomunye umuntu. 
Noma ngiyokuya kumfundisi uqo6o lwakhe ngimtshele 
akuthi makakhumbule isethembiso sakhe, angidedele 
okungenani kengizikhulumele noNomkhosi isikhathi 
esithile. Lezondlela ezimbili engizimisele ukuzenza." 

"Ye6o inda6a yakho ilukhuni ingaliwa ngezi­
ndlela eziningi. Thina 6othina nje singadonsa upho­
ndo khona manje," washo eludonsa. phezu kwendlu 
ezintingweni, "silukolombe, sikhwife le, nale, siyi6ize 
igama Jayo sihlale phansi, si6one ukuthi ingengene 
yini lapha ngomnyango uyi6one nawe ngamehlo." 

Wathula uNsikana e6uka umngane wakhe waze 
waqeda emkhombisa ukuphoswa kwentombi. Nge­
nxa yo6ugagu 6ukaNkomeni waze wathatheka uNsi­
kana wase6uza ethi: 

"Kwenziwa lokhu nje kuphela na? 5eseiku­
thanda njalo intombi? Uhamba kanjani wona umuthi 
uya entombini wena ulapha yona ile kude? Kodwa 
Phela ikhona into engamanga kulokhukuloya kwenu." 

Hhayi Behlukana noNsikana waqonda ekhaya 
eqonde uku6uya kusa ngakusasa adlule ayo6ona 
uNontula. Efika ekhaya udadewa6o waeshisa eyizi-
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nkuni eyidela lentombazana ngo6a kuthi isilithathile 
iduku lomfowa6o kodwa i6e isahamba noTomasi. 
Lesisenzo senziwa amc:1ntombazana angenazimilo. 
Wakhuluma kakhulu nonina ethi naye lenda6a iya­
mxaka uku6a ithi phela intombi isiyamukele isipho 
somfana kodwa i6uye ihambe nembangi yakhe. 

fia6ekhohlwa yinto enkulu kakhulu ukuthi ngo­
mthetho wakwaZulu umfana akayiniki lutho intomba­
zana kodwa uma intombazana inika umfana into, 
isuke seyikhombisa ukuthi yona isikhona inhlasi evu­
thela umfana lowo. Pho 6a6engamlahla kanjani 
uNomkhosi yena engazange amuphe into uNsikana? 
Mhlawumbe na6o -6ase6ezwile ngezinda6a zasesilu­
ngwini lapho amantombazana emukela khona izipho 
zezinsizwa ezeshelayo ngalokho sezikhombisa ukuthi 
sekusondele zivume? Pho u6ani owayesesiphosiswe­
ni kulenda6a na? UNomkhosi wayekwenzelani lokhu 
njengo6a yena waezazi izindlela zasesilungwini, futhi 
ezangaphandle izindlela eziqonda? Waelandela yiphi 
kuzo zozimbili lezizindlela na? 

ISAHLUKO XII 

EThekwini kwakugcwele a6elungu imvama ya6o 
kungamaNgisi, 6enza imise6enzi eyahlukeneyo. Kwa­
sekuso6ala ukuthi a6elungu la6a 6azohlala a6avaka­
shile. Na6antu 6ase6e6ona a6anokuzi6onela ukuthi 

izinto seziguqukile. Enyakatho oM6uyazi weTheku 
6ase6eganwe nga6antu 6ahlala inhlalo yakwaZulu 

se6enezifunda a6azi6usayo. Phakathi kwaZulu uqo6o 

lwakhona kwakukhona a6elungu a6ase6enamandla 
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njengoSomsewu. Kwakukhona nomunye owayekade 
eshade nelawu eligama lalo linguGadeleni. Lomlungu 
ngujanitoni owafika njengesitholwa kwaZulu watho­
lwa uMpande wazewa6a liphisi likaCetshwayo ekho­
nze njengomuntu wakhe. 

Nanjengo6a a6elungu 6a6ekhonze ngohlo6o olu­
njengolwawojanitoni ku6antu, kanjalo futhi na6antu 
6asondela iziga6a ngeziga6a phakathi kwa6elungu 
eThekwini. Umlungu weza nofuzo lwakhe aluncela 
kunina noyise, nomuntu weza nemfundiso yakhe ye­
sizwe saku6o kwaZulu. Kwakuhlanganwa ngasemse-
6enzini umuntu elinga ngawo onke amandla akhe 
ukuja6ulisa umlungu, echitha negazi lakhe aqome 
ukulwa nohlanga Iwaku6o kuno6a aziwe njengomhlu-
6uki. Konke lokhu umuntu omnyama waekwenzela 
uku6a azephephise onyeni lwamakhosi akwaZulu 
aye6usa ngezikhali zegazi njengawo onke amakhosi 
ezizwe ezingakangenwa u6ukholwa. UNdongeni 
wazidela amathambo washaya amanzi omtate wawe­
lela esifiu6ulungu ephekezela uDiki wayewafika 
eHini engabekwe ku6ongwa izimbongi za6amhlophe 
na6amnyama konke ekwenzela uku6a akhombise 
inhliziyo yakhe ekuthandeni lowo asemkhethile wa6a 
yinkosi yakhe. Kwa6anjalo futhi kuNda6ankulu ka­
Nkontshela wasemaNgwaneni lapho 6ezingela na6e­
lungu ehlathini laseNkandla lapho kwathi umlungu 
wadu6ula ingwe wayishaya esiswini yangafa yacasha 
ehlozini. Waesesondela lomlungu ethi wenzela uku6a 
ayishayele maduze ingwe kanti ithe ukungena lapha 
ehlozini ya6uya yazocasha ngomngqangu engene 
ngawo. Wathi ethuka umlungu lo ingwe yayimgxu-
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mela kanti uNda6ankulu uyi6onile washesha wapho­
n�ek� phakathi kwayo nomlungu lapho isathi igxu­
mtle tngwe. Yath'iwa yawela phezu kukaNda6ankulu 
yamnikiza phansi yamdwengula isisu amathumb� 
alenga_ phansi. Wathi eyidu6ula umlungu ifa yona
yase tmonele phansi uNda6ankulu. Kuthiwa 6athi 
6emkhalela yena waezilungisa eqoqela amathumbu 
akhe esiswini. 6am6amba 6am6eka phansi 6amthunga 
ngezintam6o ezincane zosolo kodwa uNda6ankulu 
akakhalanga nokukhala. Walala phansi isonto wa­
vuka wahamba njenga6anye. Lento 6ayi6ukisisa 
a6elungu 6ayiqopha ikakhulu umoya wokuzinikela 
womuntu omnyama wakwaZulu edela impilo yakhe 
ezidela namathambo ngenxa yomlungu. 

Ku6o 6onke lo6u6uqhawe 6endlu emnyama 6a-
6emangala uku6a kwenziwa yini uku6a la6a6antu 
a6ayiziqhwaga namajaha alukhuni kangaka asimze 
aqho6oke nje uma se6ebekene namandla ezanaoma 
sezibula ngo6a noma iqhawe selake lahla6ana

0 

ezi­
mpini k�dwa uma li6izelwe engombocweni, izangoma 
nezanust sezishikisha zithwele amasho6a amhlophe 
namanye amnyama ezinkonkoni, amaqhawe uqo5o 
ayakhophoza aqhaqhazele njengehlamvu lomuthi li­
pheshezelwa umoya ovunguza kancane emafini. A6e­
lungu 6a5emangala ukuthi yini e6anga lokhu. 

Lolufuzo a6antu a6amnyama a6a5enalo lwa5a­
landela noma se6engenwe ukukholwa. U6unzima 
namandla o5umnyama alandela kawasalanga kwaZulu. 
Izintombi zikaZulu kazithanga ngo6a sezifike esilu­
ngwini zasezithi um a insizwa ifika ithi: "Qoma mnta­
nenkosi," zasezithi "wo ye6o nsizwandini ngiyavuma." 
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UNomkhosi uqo5o lwakhe waengezukuvuma nje noma 
usNikana efika evela eThekwini efuna uthando lwa­
khe alu6eka kuye 5esenga5antwana 5ese ethi "ye5o 
Nsikana." Amenze njani uTomasi owamthanda ilanga 
li5alele kwaziwa uMvoti wonke? 

NoNsikana waenokwakhe ukuhlupheka ngoNo­
mkhosi ikakhulu lapho e5ona ukuthi ngempela uNo­
mkhosi uyezwana noTomasi. 

NoTomasi wezwa ngoSizwile ukuthi uNsikana 
wake wafika lapha kwamfundisi wathi lapho e5uza 
ukuthi waezokwenzani uNomkhosi wathi naye akazi. 
Na5anye 5afika kuTomasi 5amtshela 5athi lensizwa 
yaseNko5ongo kade ikwamfundisi isikhathi eside iphe­
lekezelwa udadewa5o yaphuma yaqonda ngasemfu­
leni, kanti nangu noNomkhosi naye uhambe waqonda 
ngasemfuleni. Se5eya5uza kuTomasi ukuthi uma 
lentombazana yayinganiki Nsikana ithu5a loku6a 
akhulume nayo pho yamelani isikhathi naye yaze 
yethula isigubu ekhanda yahlala phansi na? Uma 
yona intombazana le uNomkhosi yayingenaluthando 
lukaNsikana, pho uNsikana watshelwa ngu5ani ukuthi 
isemfuleni angaze yena aphume kwamfundisi aye­
ngasemfuleni. 

6a5uza kanjalo a5aseMvoti ozisini a5ayifunda 
ivaliwe. 6am5uza uTomasi naye waze wa5ona noma 
e5enga5oni, waqala uku5ona ukuthi qha, intombi 
le isiyemuka kuyena isiyoqoma koBoqo eNko5ongo. 
Wafikelwa iqunga lomona omkhulu lagu6uzela yonke 
imica6ango yakhe wazimisela uku5a ngaphambi ko­
ku5a imale intombi le kuhle afune izindlela zokuyi-
5amba i6uye ibeke kuye kuphela. Waca5anga nge-
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zinyanga eztmngi ezazingase zimsize zimnike imithi 
yokuzigca6a nokuphonsa uNomkhosi kuze a6uyele 
kuye. Kwakulukhuni uku6a ayengakwaManzasengwa 
ayobula athathe imithi kujevuza; kwakulukhuni uku6a 
awele uMvoti akhuphuke ayekwaQwa6e kuManzo­
hlanya ayothatha isiposo ngo6a kwakuzoshesha ku­
zwakale emakholweni ukuthi isithenjwa somuzi ne­
somfundisi siyabula futhi siyaphonsa. 

Phakathi eThekwini kwakukhona uSihlangusinye 
owayebula ngohlo6o olusha oluphethe ukuhlakanipha 
kwa6antu kwezinyanga zakwaZulu nezasemaMpo­
ndweni, phansi kwaFaku nokuhlakanipha kwezanusi 
zasoSuthu kwaMshweshwe ezithakatha ngezulu. Lo­
khu kuhlakanipha konke uSihlangusinye waeseku­
hlanganise nokuhlakanipha kwezinyanga za6elungu 
ezawela ulwandle zeza kwaZulu naseThekwini. 

Ngaphandle kwamafutha esothamlilo a6amba 
umuntu amgozo6alise ndawonye angalokhu eyaluza 
ikakhulu entombini, uSihlangusinye waephethe ama­
futha ephumalimi okuyiwona amisa izinda6a zensizwa 
konke kuyilungele kahle. 

Wa6anodumo uSihlangusinye kufika a6antu a6a­
vela kude 6ezofuna imithi yakhe 6afike 6eqhu6a izi­
nkomo namahhashi. A6antu 6a6engazi ukuthi ama­
ndla angaka uSihlangusinye u6uye awengezwe 
umkhu6a wakhe wokuse6enzisa isi6uko esikhulu 
owayefika asigxumeke phambi komuntu e6esezi6uka 
isikhathi esifushane umuntu ekhuluma, lokhu:kumqede 
amandla umuntu ezi6uka ekhuluma nezwi lakh(li6uye 
lizongena ezindle6eni zakhe azi6one futhi esifaneki­
sweni kunyakaza izinde6e zomlomo wakhe, a6esekhu-

I 
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luma ngezwi elesa6ekayo uSihlangusinye em6uza 
umuntu ukuthi ufunani. Umuntu aphendule eqhaqha­
zela kanti nanku umuthi yena u6esewulungisile uma 
efuna owokuphosa amnike wona athi kuye: 

"Uyasi6ona lesisithunzi okade usi6ona sikhuluma 
nawe laphaya esi6ukweni ?" 

Athi umuntu: "Ehhe ngisi6onile 6a6a." 

"Yilona dlozi lakho lelo elikumisa ezindatsheni 
zakho. Lomuthi engikunika wona ngiwuthatha kulo 
ngo6a Iona liyazi konke okufunayo." 

A6uze umuntu athi: "Lokhu liyazi izinto engi­
zifunayo, pho, alingitsheli ngani ?" 

Aphendule uSihlangusinye athi, "yingo6a wena 
ungcolile ungafanele." 

"Yini engingcolisile na ?" 

"Yingo6a senihlale kakhulu na6elungu, imithi 
yako6antu kayisangeni ?" 

"Kusho ukuthini lokho wena okhuluma na6a­
phansi naphezulu na?" 

"Thula, unga6uzi okuningi funa unga6e usaphu­
ma kulendlu, ufe nokufa unga6a6onanga a6anta6akho 
na6akwenu." 

"Ngiyezwa mngoma, ngiyezwa." Athi lapho ethi 
uyaphuma uSihlangusinye am6ambe ngesandla am6u­
ze um6uzo u6emunye athi: 

"Izinda6a zakho, zokulungela ngamafuta ephu­
malimi. Uyezwa ?" Asho emnika umuntu ibodlelana 
elincane elinamafushana anuka okukhulu ukukhunta, 
amyale athi akolokhu ewabeca esimongweni lapho 
ezokhuluma nayo intombi. 
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Kwahamba, kwahamba, a6antu 6aqala uku6a 
6a6uzane 6odwa ukuthi iphumalimi yini yona. Aba­
nye a6aziyo a6a6ehlala noSihlangusinye eMsizini 
ngaseMtateni 6athi iphumalimi elinye igama lalezizi­
ngulu6e zasolwandle ezithiwa amahlengethwa ngo6a 
aphuma njalo alunguze emanzini ame ngemisila; a6a­
nye 6athi 6ayaphosisa la6o a6asho njalo ngo6a iphu­
malimi liqondisa injomane yona enamandla amakhulu 
okugijima ku6e umuntu eyigi6ele. A6anye Baze 6a­
lithola leligama lephumalimi ukuthi liqondisani, 6aqala 
ukulifafaza kwa6anye. Emaphandleni kude izinyanga 
zaqala ukuhlomela ikakhulu izihambi ezimhlophe. 
Izinyanga zaziqoqa amadoda athize ayizigcwelegcwele 
ziwatshele uku6amba noma yimuphi umlungu amkhi­
phe onke amafutha emzimbeni athathwe ayiswe ku­
zona izinyanga. 

Zona zazifika lawamafutha ziwachocho6alise zi­
waxhoxhe, ziwatwene, ziwafake emagabeni, zilokhu 
ziwacaphuna. Eduze neTheku a6antu a6a6anjwe 
6e6ulele umlungu 6a6e6anjwa na6o 6a6ulawe ngoku­
njalo. Ngenxa yalokhu ku6anjwa izinyanga zazitha­
tha manje ziqaphele uma kade kungcwatshwa umu­
ntu (umlungu) zithi phakathi ko6usuku zithathe ziyo­
mbulula ithuna zisithathe isidumbu ziyosicwaya zisi­
khiphe zonke izicucwana ezidingwa ekwelapheni. 

Lento kayigcinanga lapha kuphela ngo6a a6anye 
6a6e6anjwa 6esathi 6ayamba lapha emangcwa6eni 
6a6oshwe. Manje 6ase6eqaphela noma yimuphi urnlu­
ngu 6am6ambe 6arn6ulalele lapho uhulumeni wa6a­
rnhlophe engeke arnthole khona. A6antu a6ase6enza 
lornse6enzi 6a6e6izwa ngokuthi yizinswela6oya. Ye6o, 
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6aningi a6antu a6acetshiswa arnafutha ephurnalimi

kwathi noma engurnfokazana nje urnuntu �ahluma

wa6a ngumnurnzane waqhu6a irnihlam6i_ yezmk�mo,

wagurnuka umkha6a wahlala phansi. US1hlangusmye

waewaphethe lawarnafutha enjengornphongolo yena

okucashunwa kuwo. 
Wazifumanisa naye ngelinye ilanga uTomasi

esemi ngaphambi kukaSihlangusinye eqala ukuya

eThekwini. Wavuka ekuseni ngelinye ilanga watshe­

lwa urnfundisi uTornasi ukuthi ngakusasa uy?vuk�
aye eThekwini ahambe ngengqukurnban�. yezmka61

ngo6a kwakuzofika omunye . wa6efund1s1 . ezo6ona

umse6enzi wenkolo owawenz1wa phakath1 kwarna-

Zulu. 
UTomasi washo wathi: 
"Ngi6onwa yini mina ka6a6a ngizoya eThekw�­

ni." Waqala ukuca6anga indlela yok�6onana 110S1�
hlangusinye amnike amandla oku6uy1sa u�omkhos�
ngo6a waengasathandi ukukhuluma naye nJalo kuth1

noma eya kwa6o ngaphesheya koMvoti azihambele

yedwa angenzi njengakuqala lapho waeyaphekezelwe

nguTomasi. 
Wahamba wasuka ekuseni kakhulu ehamba na-

6ashayeli 6ezinka6i 6aye6alala o�h_o�ga_thi 6afumanisa

khona esikhumulweni izinsizwa z1Z1mng1 kukhunyulwe

kuxoxwa izinda6a. A6anye 6a6evela eThekwini kad:
6aharnba se6eqa6uka izinto eziningi, 6e6ona nemi­

gwaqo yezinqola seyaca6eka yabuduleka. A6anye

ikakhulu a6asha 6eqoqene emaziko omlilo 6exoxa

izinda6a za6antu a6asha. 5e6uza kwa6avela ema­

khaya ukuthi uNosi6ani6ani no5ani, wasekuthini usa-
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mthanda u5ani na? Nokuthi leyantombi eyayingaka 
ngesikhathi ngihamba seya5angakanani na? 

Wahlala phansi uTomasi elalele wazewathi 
omunye kuzona izinsizwa: 

"Leyantombazana yakwaMakhwatha eyatholwa­
yo isingakanani na? 

Wathi omunye, "Usho yiphi na ?" 

Waphendula oBelalele wathi, "Kanti ikhona yini 
intombazana enye eyatholwayo nguMakhwatha nga­
phandle kwalena ayithola mhla kugqaBuka igoda lika­
Mpande noDingana na ?" 

Wathi omunye, "Nami Bengisho yona leyo." 

. 
05e5uza waqhuBeka, "Ngayishiya isencane nga-

y1songela ngathi kothi mhla ikhulayo ngiyisukele." 

Wathi omunye, "uma usho leya eyatholwayo, 
ungayiBona namuhla. Ungeke uwuvale umlomo, 
wethu, ungalokhu uwukhexile." 

"Uthini wethu na ?" 

Wathi omunye, "Ngiqinisile ngeke uyibeke unga-
quleka, ngifung'uMantombi." 

"UcaBang'ukuthi kungathi noma sengikhiphe 
inkomo yakwaBo yembilijisi engiyithengele ukuvela 
ngayo esontweni ngelinye ilanga, ingahlule na ?" 

Wath'omunye, "Inkomo yakwenu yembilijisi, yini 
yona leyo na ?" 

"Konje nina nisaliBele amabeshu ezikhumba? 
Thina sesifaka ezaseThekwini." 

"Musa ukulokhu ungihleka ngitshele ukuthi yini 
yona imbilijisi," kusho Iona o5e5uzile. 
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"Qha, ngeke ngikutshele ngoBa usaya eThekwini, 
funa imali yakho iphelele khona unga5uyi nalutho 
lokuloBola ngisho nengodosi yakho." 

Usethi Iona o5e5uza "ngisho ungala ukungitshela 
ukuthi imbilijisi yini yona leyo, kodwa uyaya ekhaya 
eMvoti lapho uyohlangana noNomkhosi." 

"UBani yen a lowo uNomkhosi ?" 
"Kanti uqinela ukuthi injani intombazana yakwa­

Makhwatha negama Jayo kawulazi ?" 
Usethi Iona ovela eThekwini, "uma ingehlula 

ngazozonke ezinye izindlela ngiyoyifikela ngenye 
indlela." 

"Ayikho enye indlela kuleyantombi, ngo5a ngisho 
ungeza nemithi yakwenu, uyo5e ushaye phansi." 

"Mina angiyukuza nemithi yakwethu ngoBa ka­
yikho kwethu inyanga, kodwa ngoza njengoBa nginje, 
uma ingahlula ngiyifikele nephumalimi." 

Wathi lapho ethi "iphumalimi" na5a5e5ukela le­
nkulumo Bahlonga izindleBe Basondela, aBanye Beqisa 
amehlo phezu kwemililo ya5o Balalela Befuna incasi­
selo yaleligama elithi, "iphumalimi." 

"Awu, uthini wethu na? Uyoyifikela nephuma­
limi, ulithathaphi unjengo5a unje na ?" kuBuza oBe­
kade engalalele. 

"Ush'ukuthini uma uthi nginjengoBa nginje? 
Ukhuluma izwi eliBi lokungeyisa phakathi kwezinsi­
zwa kuxoxwa indaBa?" Washo wagcwala ulaka, 
lapho a5anye Bahlanganisela ngomsindo Balinga uku­
thulisa lensizwa evela eThekwini. 

"Qha, Bengingaqonde lizwi lokweyisa. Ngisho 
ngoBa ngikuBona ugqoke njengamakholwa, ungafake 
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migo?la ngisho nezimpondo zemithi entanyeni nje­ngezmyanga zonke. Ngimangaliswa ukuthi njengo5aungafake lutho unjena nje, uyowathathaphi amafuthaephumalimi." Washo umfo wakwaZulu ongazi luthongezindlela zamakholwa, washo wathula wadla imi­hlathi wa5uka emlilweni 
Sonke lesisikhathi uNsikana uya5ukela udliwa!mica5a�go. Okokuqala washaywa uvalo lap

,
ho ezwa1gama hka�omkhosi liphatheka endle enkangala laphowaengazam namuntu yena eca5anga ukuthi uNo­mkhosi waeyimfihlo yakhe ayi5angisana noTomasikuphela. Nakhu lapha endle esefumanisa isixukusezinsizwa zikhuluma ngoNomkhosi. Wazi5uza ukuthikonje negama lilandela umninilo na? Lentombazanayayitholwe �gelanga_ kushaywa imikhosi, kanjalo ne­gama Jayo llhambe hshayelwa imikhosi yonke indawoemhla5eni. Wangenelwa ukunengwa okukhulu ko­dwa wahlala phansi emlilweni wangafuna ngisho no­kuny�kaza ngo5a waezo5akhombisa a5anye a5antuukuth� ukhona, mhlawumbe kanti ukhona omaziyoukuth1 uhlala kwamfundisi e5ese emdalula. Kwa5a­kuhle ngo5a kulawamaziko ayehleli eduze kwawouTomasi kwakungekho muntu wesipani sakhe sezi­nka5i, ng�5a waezothuka ephahluluka athi uyamazi�Nomkhos1, noku5a khona lapha ezinqoleni kukhona1s�lrn lakhe; lento mhlawumbe i5isiholela lezizinsizwae�1godukela ukokweshela kuNomkhosi uku5a zimkakez1m6ulale, uTomasi engenacala. 

Umca5ango wakhe wa5uya waguquka wam5u­kela phansi uNomkhosi lapho kuvela isifanekiso sika­Ntombinjani emqondweni wakhe. Wam5ona uNto-
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mbinjani emjwayeza namakhosikazi amaningi akwa­
Makhwatha, noku5a uma efika kulezizindlu lapho 
uNtombinjani waezalwa khona 5onke 5a5emgqigqi­
zelela . alethelwe amanzi ageze izandla kulethwe 
nokudla adle. Kuthi lapho ehamba noNomkhosi afike 
njalo ezindlini ezingenhla aphathwe njengomfokazana, 
nezintombi zakhona oNontula zifike zingamnaki zi­
ihande uku5a akhonze kuzo, yena enguTomasi ka­
Nogiyela owaziwayo kulolonke laseMvoti, naseMzwa­
ngedwa kwaQwa5e nakwaNodunge. 

Wathi lapho efika ekuzi5ongeni, wa5uye wa5uya 
wazi5uza um5uzo ukuthi njengo5a uNtombinjani 
engcono kunoNomkhosi, pho kwenziwa yini izinsizwa 
zonke zikhala ngoNomkhosi, hhayi ngoNtombinjani? 
Noku5a umfundisi wathi e5uthweni Jonke lezintombi 
zikaMakhwatha wakha uNomkhosi, kwakwenziwa 
yini? Wathi lapho eseqala ukum5ona futhi uNo­
mkhosi emqondweni wakhe ehamba egqishazela, 
nezinwele ezingamagoda ekhanda ezingalukiwe nje­
ngezezinkehli, naye kwafika u5uthongwana lo5u o5u­
fikela umuntu lapho otha umlilo usumnandi usungena 
ngezitho, sekulokhu kuthi umuntu akaphulule izitho 
zize zi5e nezimbali. Kwathi lapho 5ufika u5uthongo 
5umnandi kodwa esezwa kancane sa5uthongweni, 
wezwa igama "lephumalimi," wavuka kwaphela u5u­
thongo wathi lapho ethi uyalalelisa ngephumalimi 
zaxa5ana izinsizwa wangezwa ·ncazelo ngephumalimi. 

Kwalalwa izinqola ziphambene ezibeke eThe­
kwini ziqondise odesibuma 5azo 5ebeke eningizimu 
nalezo ezivela eThekwini ezi5ange ngakwaZulu 
zibeke enyakatho. Emajokeni kwaku5oshwe izinka5i 
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ngezintambo zilele zetshisa utshani Bensinda 5aso­
Thongathi. Kwakuthi njalo uzwe enye iBuBula, ezinye 
zigeqazisa amajoka zinyakaza, ezinye zigwazana, ne­
zinye ziziphunga ngamashoBa emzimbeni zilunywa 
yiziBawu. Kwalalwa endle umoya wawupholile uletha 
uButhongo oButhule. Kuthi lapho kusathule kuthe 
nya uzwa kude phakathi nomnyama woBusuku oma­
bengwana BeBizana omunye ethi: "mgudugudu-we!" 
Aphendule omunye athi: 

"Thula, Sekuyasa. Thula Mabengwana." 
Njalo lezizinyoni zisho njalo kwaze kwaphuma 

ikhwezi enzansi olwandle, laBa aBashayeli aBaphu­
thuma ukulala kwaDukuza Ba5ophela zesuka, kwathi 
emva kwalokho kwaBophela aBaya eThekwini, ngo­
kuthatha kokusa. Yahamba lensizwa eyayisongela 
uNomkhosi wayiBona uTomasi ihamba ishona kude 
inqola yayo yaze yaBa inhlansana yethunzi phakathi 
komkhathi welanga nomhlaBa. lnhliziyo yakhe ya­
hlaBeka wakhumbula emuva ekhaya wafisa sengathi 
ngaBe naye useyagoduka ahambisane nalensizwa 
efuna ingodosi yakhe. 

Lathi liqonga ilanga selishisa impela BaBedlula 
eMdloti Beqonde ukukhumulela enzansi neMawoti 
khona izinkaBi zizothola amanzi notshani oBuhle. 
Ntambama seliBantu Bahle Bazifaka emajokeni zanya­
thela. Kwathi kuhwelela zaziwela uMngeni. Waqala 
ukumangala uTomasi ukuBona izindlu eziningi eziso­
ndelene kanjena kuzozonke kukhanya iziBani zilokoza 
kude. Wadlula kwezinye izindlu wezwa kukhala 
izinkositini nezinsizwa zivungama ezinye zigadlela 
ezinye zihlaBelela nje zichopha izinyawo ngoBa zivela 
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emseBenzini. Wafika esikhumulweni maqede uTomasi

waqala ukuzula ngoBa waefuna lapho engatholana

khona noSihlangusinye. . . 
Ngokokuqala wahlala phansi wakhuluma 1s1fu6�

sakhe nomshayeli wenqola owayekade engamnak1

ngisho ekhaya. 
"Ngizocela, Ndosi, ukuBa ungitshele into engi-

hluphayo ngoBa umoya wami kawuthule ungaBoni

ngo5a ngingakhulumi." . ,, 
"Pho ngingakusiza ngalupht uhloBo kusho

umshayeli, "lokhu phela thina k�siBant� Balutho." 
"Qha nje, into encane kaymkulu. 
"Khuluma phela sizwe." 
"Uyazi Ndosi ukuthi ekhaya nginengodosi, uNo-

mkhosi." . . 
Athi umshayeli, "YeBo lokho ng1yakwaz1 nge-

mpela." 
"Lengodosi inhliziyo yami kayisagculile ngayo

nempela." . 
"Usho ukuthini uma uthi inhliziyo yakho kay1-

sagculile ngengodosi yakho? Thina sazi ukuthi ingo­

dosi yakho "zemuka nezinhlanga" kuyo no�fo kaBoq?,
eNkoBongo; nokuthi iyona engasagcultswa uwe, 

kusho umshayeli. 
WahlaBeka uTomasi ukuBona ukuthi aBantu

Iapha ngaphandle se5eya5ona ukuthi uNomkhosi use­

sendleleni yokumala. Kodwa wangathanda uku:11kho­

mbisa umshayeli waqunga isiBindi k�asengath1 aka-

wezwanga amazwi kaNdosi, waeseth1 _: . 
"Ngizwa kuthiwa (njengo5a nma na�t lapha

eThekwini) kukhona inyanga egama Jayo uSthlangu-
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sinye. · Uyayazi lapho ihlala khona, ungengithathe 
ungiyise khona ?" 

"Ufunani kuSihlangusinye lokhu thina nawe si­
nga_makholwa, savuma ukuthi izinyanga ezibulayo
kas1soze sahlangana nazo na? Uyothini umfundisi 
uma simtshela ukuthi wena u5uye kuSihlangusinye ?" 

Wap�endu!a uTomasi wathi, "Noma ungaya 
kumfund1s1 ung1ce6e uthini, akasoze akholwa yinto 
omtshela yona ngami." 

"Uca5anga kanjalo na? Musa ukuzikhohlisa 
mfo kaNogiyela. Ngimdala kunawe," washo umsha­
yeli eco5elela ipipi lakhe eshaya umentshisi elokhela 
ebema sengathi akakhulumanga noma usekhohliwe 
i�to a5�yikhulu�a. Wa5uye waqhu5eka wathi, qha 
y1sho nie ukuth1 uyofuna uSihlangusinye akuco5elele 
u5uyise ingodosi yakho le esikushiya ngeju5ane." 

"Qha ngiqonde ukuyothola umhla5elo ngo5a 
selokhu ngawa ehhashini lomfundisi unyawo Iwami 
aluthandi ukululama amathambo aphele u6uhlungu. 
Awu, uca5anga ukuthi ngingaya kofuna imithi yoku­
phosa ?" 

Wathi umshayeli, "asazi." 
Emva komzuzwana umuntu wa6ona indoda esi­

khulile nje ihambe ilandelwa insizwa, 5eshesha 5e­
chusha ezindleleni ezeqa zidlula izindlu, zi5uye zi­
shone ezihlahleni kwaze kwaqala ukunuka usi Jwe­
nyama eyosiwayo, kwa5onakala amaqhugwane a5antu 
evela, washo umshayeli wenqola yomfundisi wathi 
"sesifikile." 

' 

Wa5uza uTomasi wathi, "iyiphi indlu kaSihlangu­
sinye laphaya na ?" 
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Wath'umshayeli. "Uyazi5ona leziya zindlu ezi­
mbili, uyoswacela ngakuzona, uyothi uthi qhamu uyi­
fione enye uqonde kuyo ngqo, ufike ushaye emnya­
ngo, uyomfumanisa phakathi omfunayo." 

Wahamba uTomasi njengo6a etshelwa, izithuku­
thuku sezehla esimongweni nasemihlathini yakhe, 
wonke umzimba wakhe usushisa ugcwele izithuku­
thuku zokushesha elandela uNdosi o6engafuni ukuza 
kwaSihlangusinye nangenxa yalokhukungafuni wathi 
yena ngeke angene uyoma ngaphandle komuzi amli­
nde khona. Wafika uTomasi washaya ngomunwe 
wakhe omude wesidla, washaywa kancane uvalo 
emnyango esa5a sengathi uzovusa a6antu a5asonde­
lene nalendlu. A5angaphakathi ka5ezwanga, wa6uye 
washaya kakhulu kwaphendula izwi elikhulu lathi: 

"U6ani lowo, ongqongqoza ngalenkathi?" Wa­
thula uTomasi esa6a ukuphendula ngo6a izwi lakhe 
kwakuzo5a sengathi uyamemeza. Wa5uye waphinda 
uSihlangusinye ngaphakathi wathi, 

"U6ani lowo na ?" 
Waphendula uTomasi wathi, "yimi 5a5a."

"UWena ungu6ani igama lakho? Awunagama
yini na ?" 

"Yimina 5a6a, ngingumhambi wendlela ngizo-
6onana nawe ngiqhamuka kude le ngakwaZulu." 

"Sengilele manje kangifuni uku5ona muntu," 
washo uSihlangusinye kwezwakala imbokodwe igxo6a 
sengathi ugxo5a imithi engamakhambi. 

Wema uTomasi phandle ethithi5ele eseca6anga 
ukuthi konje uma e6uya ngakusasa isikhathi ngeke 
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asithole ngo6a �ofanela ayofuna umfundisi ofikileyo 
a6uye naye futh1 alale oThongathi. Wa6uye wangqo­
ngqoza uTomasi wakhuleka wathi: 

''.Wo, wena okhuluma na6aphansi na6aphezulu, 
owath1 uvulwa amehlo thina sasibekiswa phansi sa­
nga6on� ok.u6onwa nguwe, ngivulele ngingene, mina
m�ambt odmga usizo lwakho ngalenkathi yo6usuku 
ngmgenayo enye ngaphandle kwalena." Washo wa-
6uye wamangala ukuthi amazwi anesi6indi noku6o­
nga oku��aka u�akhiphephi lokhu akayona nambongL 
Wezwa 1s1valo s1thi gembekeqe, walunguza, wangena, 
waqoshama ngasemnyango. Okokuqala amehlo akhe 
aka�onanga lu�ho. Wanduluza nje egqolozele emnya­
ment enga6om lutho ngaphandle komlilo owawuvutha 
emsamo, amehlo akhe aze ayajwayela njengawekati 
wam6ona umuntu ehlezi ethe thekence elule imilenze 
P.hakathi kwayo kukhona itshe lokugaya imithi eliyi­
s1ca6a nembokodwe eyimbulunga. Emaceleni kwa­
kukh?na imithi engamahlamvu i6oshwe izithungu 
ngez1thungu. Wa6uye waqalaza emaceleni wa6ona 
izimbiza-mbiza zigxunyekiwe ngo6ukhulu nangama­
nani az�, . wathi lapho amehlo akhe ebeka phezulu
�a6ona IZlmpondo eziningi zilenga zi6onakala ukuthi
z�gx�shwe imithi, nezimpaphe zezinyoni ngezinyoni 
zmdtza phezulu sezagcwala umule wentuthu. Wa-
6uye wacikica amehlo akhe wa6ukisisa uSihlangusi­
nye uqo6o lwakhe wam6ona enganake lutho esila 
imithi yakhe etsheni eli6ekwe phakathi kwamadolo 
akhe, wathi lapho em6ukisisa wa6ona ukuthi ekhanda 
ufake ungiyane nokuthi ikhanda linezinwele ezirn6a­
lwa ziyimithonseyana nje. 
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Wa6uye wa6ukisisa endlini wa6ona imikhonto 
namahawu elenga emgi6eni emsamo, komunye umgi-
6e kulenga amacansi. Waguquka amehlo akhe ahla­
ngana namehlo omuntu ohleli ngasemnyango okade 
emgqolozele em6uka. Waese6ona ukuthi lomuntu 
uyena okade evula umnyango. Amakhala aqala uku­
nuka amaphunga emithi egaywayo, nesigayiwe, na­
mafutha ezilwane eziningi, kodwa engezwa lutho 
ngaphandle komsindo wembokodwe owawuzwakala 
lapho igijima phezu kwetshe lokugaya. 

Ngesikade uSihlangusinye wa6uza wathi, "ufu­
nanike ?" 

"Wo, 6a6a, ngize kuwe ngo6a ngi6alekelwa ingo­
dosi yami, e5esengiyicelile, manje isifuna ukuthanda 
omunye." 

"Pho, usuzoyinika mina yini, lokhu sengigugile ?" 
"Qha, 5a5a, ngizokumema ungi5onise okunge­

nziwa." Waqala uku5ona ukuthi kanti uSihlangusinye 
indoda entelayo nenomusa. Vase ithi inyanga, 

"Sekumnyama mntanami kangikwazi ukuse5e­
nza kahle sekurnnyarna, ngo5a indoda engikhuluma 
ngayo nansiya laphaya," wathi ekhomba wa esuka 
lomuntu o5ehlezi ngasemnyango eyoguqula isi5uko 
esikhulu sibeke kuTomasi, wa5uye wasivala. Kayiko 
into eyamangalisa uTomasi kulesisi5uko ngo5a wae­
kade esi5ona kaningi kwamfundisi esingaphezu 
kwaso. Kodwa a5antu a6aningi 5a5eye Bashaywe 
uvalo uma siguqulelwa ku5ona lesisi5uko. 

Waeseyichaza inda5a yakhe yonke uTomasi 
eyithi du, wasukuma phansi uSihlangusinye wathu­
ntutha ibeshu lakhe wayohosha isikhwama esasinama-
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bodlelana amancane wathi ukugcwalisa elinye nga­
mafushana; wathatha omunye umuthi oyimpushana 
wawufaka kwelinye ibodlelana, wayichaza ukwenziwa 
kwayo; waBuye wathatha omunye wawuvuvuzela edo­
sheni wamnika uTomasi waBuza ukuthi zingaki izi­
nkomo afike nazo, wathi uTomasi: 

"Kanginankomo ehamba ngezinyawo." 
"Pho unehamba ngani? Ngekhanda ?" 
"Qha, BaBa, nginohlamvu, izikotshimani ezintathu." 
"Kulungile, yamukela mfana, uyogcina lapho ku-

gcinwa khona." Wayamukela umfana imali, ·wavale­
lisa uTomasi, washo uSihlangusinye wathi, "amafutha 
lawo ngawephumalimi, nezindaBa zakho zokumela 
njalo." Waekade uTomasi ebekile ukuzwa ngephu­
malimi ngoBa waeseqala ukuBa angaBaze sengathi 
Jendawo uNdosi amlethe kuyo kakusiyo eyakwaSi­
hlangusinye. Wathatha imithi yakhe wayifaka ema­
khukhwini akhe angaphakathi, emva kokuBa ayisonge. 
Waphuma phandle kwaBasengathi kusemini eBona 
izinkanyezi zisakhanya ziqhakazile, waphefumula ka­
khulu umoya omnandi owawushaya ngoBa waekade 
evaleleke emnyameni onephunga likaSihlangusinye 
nephumalimi lakhe. KuTomasi kwaBasengathi kade 
esesihogweni esincane esingavuthi mlilo kodwa esi­
vuthiswa uBumnyama. 

Waphuma wathi thathatha, wadlula ezindlini 
ezimbili aBezitshelwe nguNdosi wathi ukukhwehlela, 
kwangezwakala lutho, wema kwathi makamemeze, 
waeseqhamuka uNdosi wangakhuluma lutho wahola 
indlela wahamba, walandela uTomasi. Wathi ekhu­
luma seBeharnbe iBangana wathi, 
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"ldolo lakho uSihlangusinye uthe linani ?" 
"Wo, qha, unginike umuthi wokuhlikihla wathi 

ngiyolokhu ngiliBopha ngawo." . . . . Wathi umshayeli, "pho, sonke les1s1khath1 umutht 
wokuhlikihla nje kuphela na ?" 

Wathi uTomasi, "hhayi, phela uBuye wangigcaBa 
ngensinga, wangikhipha igazi eliBi." 

"Unamehloke noSihlangusinye ongagcaBa umu­
ntu emnyameni onjenga lowaya othe ungena nga­
wuBonela kude." 

Washo umshayeli wahamba ngokushesha ngoBa 
6aseBeliBele Bengashongo nakuBafana. lapho Beya 
khona. Nokho Bafumanisa aBafana seBeBasile Bawa­
pheka namanzi okuBilisa izinkoBe zendlela ya�usasa, 
futhi seBekufudumezile ukud_la. 6ahlala phanst Badia, 
Balala. Waeqalisa uTomasi ukulala endaweni lapho 
kuze kuse kukhona umsindo waBantu aBangalaliyo; 
lomsindo uxuBana nokuduma kolwandle khona lapha 
eduze amadlambi edlala eshayana, kuthi le enzansi 
uzwe izitimela zamanzi zikhala sengathi zilahlekile. 
Kwaze kwacishe ukusa uTomasi engalele. Wathi 
elala waphupha, ephupha ewela emfuleni, wagcwale­
lwa amanzi amthatha kwathi lapho eseminza kwafika 
umuntu wathi ethi uyamBamba nje engakaBoni no­
kuthi uyamkhipha yini, waphaphama uTomasi. Wa­
vuka lapho esemanzi ukujuluka. 

Kwasa kwathi emini Bafika aBelungu esikhumu­
lweni Befuna izinkaBi zomfundisi uGilawoti, BaziBona. 
6alayisha izimpahla, Bavusa netende lokuhlala ku­
khosele aBefundisi laBo, BaBophela, Basuka seBeqonde 
emuva eMvoti. NjengoBa Basuka muva Bona ezinye 
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izinqola zase zikude impela. Nokho kwathi e6usuku 
kungakalaJwa 6a6efika oThongathi, 6akhumula 6azi­
dedela izinka6i, umshayeli wathi uzozibeka u6usuku 
6onke, uTomasi na6afana 6asale enqoleni 6abeke 
a6efundisi khona 6ezolala 6angaphazanyiswa lutho. 

5a6ophela ekuseni kakhulu 6eqonde ukungena 
eMvoti lapho ilanga lishonayo ngo6a uTomasi wae­
phuthuma efuna ukuzizwela ngamafutha ephumalimi 
kuNomkhosi. 

ISAHLUKO XIII 

KwaZulu uma izinsizwa zifuna ukwazi ngento-' 
mbi yesifunda esithize kaziqondi ku6antu 6akhona 
a6adala ziyo6uza ngo6a funa 6a6atshele into engayi­
khona engamanga. Okokuqala zijwayelana na6afana 
6alesosifunda, 6esezi6uza ukuthi, "we6afana!" 

5asa6ele a6afana. 5esezithi, "kukhona ntombi 
nje laphaya kulowaya muzi ?" 

5athi a6afana, "ehhe, kayiyinye ziningi." 
"Pho zihlalaphi ngingeze ngazi6ona nje na ?" 

Kusho umntwana wensizwa esenconde ngenduku 
yakhe. 

5athi a6afana, "ungazi6ona kanjani ungeyena 
owalapha nje na? 5ofika Japha ngesikhathi esingu­
kuthi nokuthi, thina siyokukhombisa zona. Zitheza 
laphaya kuleliya hlathi; ziwakha laphaya amanzi; no­
kugeza zigeza kuleliya zi6uko." 

"06ani amagama azo, 6angane 6ami na ?" Asho 
umfo wakhona alandelisele nemi6uzo yakhe, kanti 
yena uyalazi igama Jayo intombi ayiqondile. 5ayo-
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zi6ala, 6azi6ale a6afana 6aze6afike egameni laleyo 
eqondwe nguyena a6ese6uza ethi, 

"Pho, uNo6ani6ani lowo uthandaphi 6angane 
6ami? Ezaphi izinsizwa ezilokhu zimmisa, na6antwa­
na a6alokhu 6emvakasheJa ?" A6afana Bona 6enga­
qonde lutho olu6i noJuhle, 6ezixoxela inda6a nje 6e­
se6esho 6ethi, 

"UNo6ani6ani lowo om6uzayo uthanda ekuthini 
insizwa egama Jayo lingu6ani. Thina asize singam-
6ona ema nomunye. Ngelinye ilanga insizwa ethize, 
nethize yalinga ukummisa engathandi, wayi6amba 
wayilahla phansi, wayi6ophela esiqundwini." Lapha 
a6anye a6afana 6ese6eyithatha indaBa sengathi eya6o 
njengo6a kuya6unjwa emtatsheni we6umba, kwalu­
siwe, omunye a6uze athi, 

"Yaze yenze njani insizwa wethu?" 

Aphendule omunye athi, "Ya6e iyathe shuku­
shuku, kwala yangagumuka yaqala manje ukusi6iza 
yathi, we 6afana ake nize lapha. Nempela seza thina. 
Yathi ngigumuleni lapha. Sayigumula. Yavuka ya­
chitheka, nezinduku zayo intokazi isihambe nazo ya­
yohJa6ana ngazo ekhaya." 

5ahleka 6onke a6afana, a6angamashingana 6athi, 
"Awu wethu, uca6anga ukuthi ingangenza mina ka­
njalo ?" 

Athi omunye, "ngeke." 5aqhi6uke 6ahleke 60-
nke. Ulalele njalo umntwana wensizwa ngo6a yena 
uzeJe ukuzohlola izimilo zamantombazana aleso sifu­
nda. 

6 
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Uma intombazana ingenasimilo a5afana Bazophi­
kisana ngayo athi omunye: "iyama noSi5ani5ani 
wasekuthini." Nomunye athi, "Ayimi nalowo yedwa, 
futhi iyama noSi5ani5ani." Nomunye aqhamuke athi, 
"ingani mina ulokhu engithuma u6ani athi angom5i­
zela yona njalo." 

Noma iqale kanjani inda5a iphethwa ngamashi­
nga adlale ngayo asho into wona angayenza uma 
izinto zihamba kanje. Ngakhoke omunye athi, 

"Mina udadewethu ngingamkhwelela ngenduku 
evuma ukukhuluma nawo onke ama5i5i lawa;" Omu­
nye adlakavule athi: "Awu madoda, pho umuntu 
lowo?" 

Umntwana wensizwa esekutholile akufunayo 
asimze anyamalale nje, na5o a5afana Banganaki. 

Ngelinye ilanga kwafika endle a5afana Belusile 
indoda ya5angena ngendlela enje ya5uza ngezinto­
mbi zikaMakhwatha yaqala ngokokuqala ngengqwele 
yazo uNontula yathi: 

"Ake ningitshele Bafana, leliya qhikiza lakoMa­
khwatha u5ani igama lalo ?" 

"Usho liphi? Leliya eliyinhloko yezintombi za­
khona? Awu, uqhamukaphi wena ongaziyo ukuthi 
uNontula uzogana koMkhwethu laphaya kondlunkulu?" 
kuphendula a5afana. 

Yathi indoda, "qha5o Bafana ngingowakude ka­
ngizazi izinda5a zonke. Pho ngizwa kuthiwa ikhona 
enye eyatholwayo, yon a ithandaphi ?" 6athula a5a­
fana kwaze kwaphendula omunye ekhuluma eqondise 
kwa5anye wathi, 
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"Usho uNomkhosi Iona ohlala kwamfundisi." 
Waphendula omunye wathi, 

"Lowo kasimazi kodwa uhlale wahamba nenjiti­
mane yalaphaya emakholweni, imphelekezela. Amu­
kho omunye oke ahambe naye." 

"Hhayi suka," kusho omunye umfana owaye5u­
mba inkomo yakhe eseyicwala, eyiqeda washo futhi 
wathi, "leyonsizwa yasesilungwini asiyiqondi thina." 

Yaqaphelisa indoda yasondela ngakumfana owa­
enganake lutho ebeke inkomo yakhe le owaeyi5u­
mba, waqhu5eka eyicwala a5uye ayi5eke phansi ayi­
hlole. Waese5uza lo oyindoda ethi, 

"Usho ngani mngane wami lokho okukhulumayo ?" 
"Ngisho ngo5a njalo uma sekuhwelele ngesi­

khathi si5uyisa amathole sesiwakhetha konina siyayi­
Bona lensizwa ingena kwa5o kaNtombinjani." 

"U5ani uNtombinjani mfana ?" 
Ku5uye kuthathe omunye osecaleni umfana naye 

olalele athi: 
"UNtombinjani udadewa5o kaNomkhosi wenye 

indlu, kodwa sengathi yena uyezwana nalensizwa 
ethandwa ngudadewa5o." 

"Uku5ona ngani lokho wen a mfana ?" 
"Ngiku5ona ngamehlo njalo ngo5a kuthi uma 

esehamba uNtombinjani aphume namanye amanto­
mbazana Bamphelezele lomuntu, kuthi ngaphambi 
komuzi a5esehlala phansi lawa amanye amantomba­
zana, insizwa imele kudana noNtombinjani kukhulu­
nywa izinda5a za5o." 

"Anizazi ukuthi Basuke Bethini, Bafana na ?" 
15isihleka indoda le, na5afana Basukume sekufike 

6* 
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isikhathi sokusenga. A5ese5em5uka lbmuntu a5akhu­
luma naye se5emhlolisisa ngo5a eyindoda kungensi­
zwa yona esuka i5uzela ikokweshela. 

"Ningi6uka nje Bafana niyangiqala yini ?" 6ese-
5ethula a5afana Beqhelela kude a5esethi omunye, 

"Awu sengathi ngikengiku5one. Akuwena osha­
yela izinka5i zakwamfundisi na? Ngike ngiku5one 
uhamba enqoleni nalensizwa ethandwa uNtombinjani." 
16isi6ona indoda ukuthi a5afana 5ayayi6ona ukuthi 
igama Jayo uNdosi oshayela kwamfundisi, Bese iha­
mba ico5elele ipipi ihambe iye ishone kude iyohlola 
izinka5i zomfundisi uku5a zidla kanjani. 

UNdosi wayefunani kuNtombinjani, an gaze am5u­
ze ku5afana nje? Uku5a waengafuni yen a waeyo­
dlulela phambili kwenye yamantombazana akaMa­
khwatha ayi6uze nayo ngezesheli zayo. UNdosi 
waelikholwa eliqinile eseshadile, enomuzi ohleli kahle, 
isithembu engasithandi, nayo yonke imikhu5a yo5u­
mnyama engahambelani nayo. Pho waefunani ku­
Ntombinjani? 

Ngaphambi koku5a aham5e uNdosi wa5uza 
indawo lapho Betheza khona oNtombinjani. A5afana 
Bamtshela, Besho nesikhathi amantombazana aye ehle 
ngaso noma akhuphuke eya ehlathini eyotheza izi­
nkuni. 

Wathi ukufika ekhaya uNdosi wahlala phansi 
njengo5a waehlala lapha kwamfundisi umuzi wakhe 
uyi5angana. Waca5anga efuna ukukhuluma noNom­
khosi kodwa engazi ukuthi angamthola kanjani ehlane. 
Walala eca5anga kwazekwasa wa5ona uTomasi e5o­
phela ingqukumbane eyayidonswa izinjomane ezimbili. 
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Kwathi dukuduku wa5ona umfundisi nenkosikazi ya­
khe Bekhwela 5eshayelelwa uTomasi, Bahamba Beva­
kashela amakholwa akudana. 6a5ezo5uya ntambama. 
Naye uNdosi waengezuku5ophela ngalelo langa. 

Wathi uku5a a5one ukuthi se5ekude, wasondela 
ngasendlini yomfundisi uNdosi wangqongqoza, ya­
phendula intombazana yathi, 

"U5ani lowo ?" 
Wathi uNdosi "yimina nkosazana." Wathi esa­

sho njalo kwaqhamuka izingane zomfundisi zihleka, 
izinwele ziwe insephunsephu ekhanda, naye wahleka 
uNdosi wazi5ingelela. Wasondela uNomkhosi wabu­
za wathi, 

"Ufunani Ndosi? Ulambile? Hlala phansi ngi­
kuphe, kuningi ukudla lapha endlini induna kayikho 
ezokuthethisa uma iku5ona udlela lapha." Washo 
wangena endlini, wa5uya nepuleti ligcwele ukudla 
okwagcwalisa amathe emlonyeni kuseza ngenxa ye­
phunga lakho. 

Ingani uNdosi waekade edla esuthi futhi, ake­
nqa5anga ngo5a wa5ona ukuthi uma enqa5a nga5e 
uyazilirnaza nendatshana eza nayo kuNornkhosi funa 
inganambitheki. Warnnika ukhezo, wadla uNdosi, 
naye uNomkhosi wathatha isigqiki wasi5eka laphaya 
wahlala ekakwe nga5antwana. 

Waqala ukukhuluma uNdosi wathi, 
"Kade sawubeka urnshado wakho nkosazana, 

kanti usuyoze ushade nini na ?" 
Wath'uNomkhosi, "usho mina? Kangazi ngili­

nde ngakumkhwenyana uyena owaziyo." 
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"Hhayi kawusho khona. lngani naye ukhornba 
wena uthi akazi kuwe." 

"Qha, usuk'ekukhohlisa." 

"Ngiqinisile, uwe Iona olokhu ugqizela ernuva. 
Awusuvulwe arnanye arnehlo nje nkosazana? Ngi­

. tshele ngirndala kuwe norna phela isikhudla sarni si­
ph�nsi kwesakho sidinga uku6a ngikuhloniphe, nokho
ng1rndala ngokwanele uku6a ngi6e nguyihlo." 

"Ayikho into engingakutshela yona, ngaphandle 
kokuthi ngilinde urnkhwenyana." 

"Mina wakoNdosi ngizokutshela kahle ukuthi 
icala lingakuwe. UTornasi usuyarn6alekela inga6e 
uthi uyorntholaphi onjengaye." 

Wa6a sengathi uyathukuthela uNornkhosi wasu­
kurna engathandi uku6a urnuntu onjengoNdosi akhu­
lurne kuye kanje, wathi, 

"Yikhona ku6onga kwakho lokho Ndosi, ngiku­
nika ukudla ularnbile, u6usu6onga kanjalo kirnina ?" 

"Qha nkosazana, rnus'ukuthukuthela. Mina 5e­
ngingalarnbile neze." 

"Pho ukwarnukeleleni ukudla kwarni na ?" 

"Ngikwarnukele ngo6a ngifuna ithu6a lokukhu­
lurna nawe kuphela. Hlala phansi sikhulurne narni 
ngiqedele ukudla kwarni lokhu onginike khona." 
Washo umshayeli wornfundisi wayefaka urnthamo 
emlonyeni, nentombazana yarna yam6uka Iornuntu 
oyedelela kanje. Varna yakhexa yasonga izandla 
ngefasikote Jayo yarn6uka uNdosi yathula. Wathi 
uNdosi, "Hlala phansi nkosazana ngo6a funa nezi­
nda6a zakho zikumele, njengo6a zikumele nje." 
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"Usho ukuthini nalokhu kukhulurna okunje ongi­
fikela nakho ?" 

"Qha6o nkosazana ngiyazi ukuthi wena uyingo­
dosi yenduna uTornasi. Phezu kwalokho ngiyazi 
futhi ukuthi inhliziyo yakho kayisagculisiwe uye." 

"Ukusho ngani konke lokhu kirnina ?" Yasho 
intombazana yahlengezela izinyembezi ngo6a kwaku­
yihla6a ukukhuluma kukaNdosi; uNdosi lo ongakho­
mbisi uku6onga nempela noma enikwa ukudla; uNdosi 
lo okhuluma ngokungazi uma ekhuluma noNomkhosi 
owesatshwayo izise6enzi zomfundisi, nanga6antu 
6onke. 

"Qha6o nkosazana, ngithe hlala phansi ngikhu­
lume nawe ngimdala." Wahlala phansi uNomkhosi 
enengiwe sekuvuke ulaka lomuntu wesifazane uma 
edeleliwe. Wakhul.uma uNdosi wathi, "Kade sise­
Thekwini nomyeni wakho. Wangi6uza ukuthi uSi­
hlangusinye uhlalaphi. Ngamangala uku6a yena 
ethenjiwe, futhi eqala nokuya eThekwini into yoku­
qala ayi6uzayo ku6e uSihlangusinye, kunga6i yizitolo 
lapho kuthengwa khona izinkositini nezingu6o zoku­
gqoka." 

"Kangizwa uthini Ndosi na ?" Sekusho uNom­
khosi, washo wesula amehlo, wahlala manje njengo­
muntu oselalele efuna ukuzwa yonke inda6a. 

"Ngiqinisile ngisho njalo." 
"Usho njalo uthini ?" 
"Ngithi umyeni wakho waya kwaSihlangusinye" 
"K waSihlangusinye na? Uqinisile ?" 
Washo uNdosi wathi, "sayanaye ngalezizinyawo 

zami, ngam6ona ngalawa amehlo ami. Wangena 
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yedwa endlini kodwa ngenxa yoku6a ngithanda 
ukuzwa into ayiyele, kade engiqhu6a uku6a ngimphe­
lekezele, ngathi uku6a ngim6one ukuthi usengene 
endlini, ngasondela. Nganyonyo6a, ngaze nganama­
thela ezithungwini zotshani, ngalalela ngo6a wathi 
kimina lapho ngim6uza, uyofuna umuthi wedolo ngo6a 
wenyeliswa ihhashi." 

"Pho lokhu waeyofuna umuthi wedolo nje? 
Kawazi yini ukuthi wake wawa ehhashini? Qha, 
musa usa6e usaqhu6ekela phambili ungumxa6anisi 
ufuna ukusixa6anisa noTomasi. Thula sengiyahamba." 
Wasukuma uNomkhosi. 

Wathi uNdosi, "ngithe kuwe hlala phansi yikho 
izinda6a zakho zikumela nje." 

Ngihlaleleni lokhu ukhuluma ka6i ngomuntu 
ozo6a indoda yami na? Ungcolisa izindle6e zami. 
Wawuthunywe yimi yini ukuyolalela ezithungwini 
zotshani?" Washo wahamba uNomkhosi wa6iza isi­
tsha, na6antwana 6omfundisi wangena endlini, wavala 
isivalo. 

Wasukuma uNdosi, wema, waphenduka isiphu­
kuphuku. Waeca6anga ukuthi uNomkhosi uzofuna 
ukuzwa u6u6i 6ukaTomasi a6enza ngasese. Wama­
ngala uku6ona intombazana immela umyeni wayo, 
ingafuni nokulalela izinto ezinganambitheki ngesoka 
Jayo. Wahamba waxegezela wa6uyela emuva. 

NoNomkhosi wangena endlini maqede esebeke­
ne nendlu na6antwana a6angazi lutho; e6ona izitsha 
zokudla, nemibede, namabodwe apheke ukudla eziko, 
umqondo wakhe wa6uya wazisola sengathi ngaezi-
6ambile walalela amazwi akaNdosi ngokuya kuka-
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Tomasi kuSihlangusinye. UNdosi waengeyena umu­
ntu okhulumayo; kodwa namhla wa6a naso isi6indi 
sokusondela akhulume noNomkhosi. lkhona inda6a 
ekhona phakathi kukaTomasi noSihlangusinye. Naye 
uNomkhosi uphathekile phakathi kulenda6a. Wakhu­
luma yedwa uNomkhosi, nempela wazi6ona izinda6a 
zakhe ziqala ukuma; wathi lapho eyongena endlini 
yakhe evula ebokisini wali6ona iduku elimnyama 
likasilika wa6ona ezinye izinda6a zakhe zima zi6ika 
uNsikana. Waqala ukwenqena ngamazwi akaNdosi 
okuthi: "Hlala phansi yikho izinda6a zakho zikumela." 

Ukusuka kwakhe lapho uNdosi wagoduka waya 
ekhaya lakhe wahlala phansi, waca6anga ngo6a wa­
engamthandi uTomasi. UTomasi wae6ahlupha eno­
nya, futhi ethandana noNtombinjani eyikhohlisa into­
mbazana eyethembekileyo kuye kangaka. Phezu 
kwalokho wa6uye wahlangana nezangoma eziphatha 
imithi emi6i ingani yena ulikholwa. Wazi6uza uku6a 
umfundisi angathini ngalokho na? Wazimisela uku6a 
enze konke okusemandleni akhe lenda6a ku6e iyo 
eyokwahlukanisa uTomasi noNomkhosi. Kodwa lo­
khu kwahlukana kwakulukhuni ngo6a intombazana 
yayizimisele ngoTomasi njengenkulumo yayo. No­

Tomasi waezimisele ngoNomkhosi, uNtombinjani 
edlala ngaye nje. Uma waengazimisele ngoNomkhosi 
pho yini eyenza uku6a aze ahambe ayofuna imithi 
kuSihlangusinye? 

UNdosi waeyazi inda6a kaNsikana ukuthi naye 
unamazwi kuNomkhosi. Kodwa waengazi ukuthi se-
6a6ekanaphi. UNdosi waemthanda uNsikana kuthi 
noma ehlangana naye 6a6ingelelane nje 6adlule. 
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Ayikhe lensizwa eligagu ehla6elela ngenkositini ishaya 
uzulwane lwegama u"Dida Nomasinga uyangiqambe­
la." Wayi6ona futhi ukuthi lensizwa ilikholwa iya­
hlonipheka. Wazimisela uku6a ayitshele uku6a ukuze 
inqo6e kuNomkhosi kuhle ise6enzise nayo amafutha 
ephumalimi, okungenani, kunoku6a ishade noTomasi. 

Ngelinye ilanga wahlangana naye uNsikana 
ehamba eza ngakhona eMvoti, wammisa wamnekela 
yonke inda6a; u6ulukhuni 6ayo noku6a isizathu ese­
nza uku6a manje intombi ingarnvumi kungenzeka 
uku6a uTomasi sewayifaka amafutha ephumalirni. 
Ngenkathi esho lokhu uNsikana umfo kaBoqo wa­
hleka uhleko olude wathi :-

"Ngivela khona eThekwini 6a6a, leyomikhu6a 
ngiyayazi ngokuzwa ngayo. Kungenzeka kanjani 
uku6a arnafutha omuntu okhulumayo ase6enze u6u­
hle na? Ingani imbangi yami ilikholwa na? Ngiya­
vuma ukuthi lawo mafutha anga6use6enza u6u6i 
kodwa u6uhle-qha, ngiyaphika." 

"Uqinisile mntanami, uqinisile ngiya6ona nami 
ukuthi ngiyaphosisa ngo6a thina njengamakholwa 
ukhona owethu uNkulunkulu okufanele uku6a kuthi 
uma simdumisa azosisiza." 

"Usukhohliwe yini ukuthi kuthiwa esihla6elelweni 
sikaDavida "Noma ngihamba egodini lethunzi lokufa 
kangiyikwesa6a oku6i?" Washo uNsikana wa6uye 
wambeka umshayeli womfundisi sengathi uthi, uku­
kholwa kwakho kusekuncane kangaka! 

Wadumala ndawozonke uNdosi efuna ukusiza 
a6antu a6angafuniyo ukusizwa. Wathi esuka kuNsi­
kana 6ehlukana wayethi akazange asi6one isiphuku-
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phuku sensizwa esinjengaye ngo6a 6ekufanele oku­

ngenani asho athi naye uzokuya kwa6anye 6amco-

6elele kuze kuthi uma ethuka eyi6ona intombi le,

angathelwa umnyama wayo. Phakathi kunembeza

wakhe wezwa izwi likhuluma lithi kuhle ahlale a6u­

kele ngo6a amandla kaNkulunkulu ornusha ofike

wachazwa nga6efundisi yena u6engakawa6oni. Nje­

ngo6a uNsikana ethemba kangaka kuNkulunkulu

Iona uzolinda a6one. Kanjalo walinda wa6ukela

uku6ona amandla kaNkulunkulu osezulwini, hhayi

Iona wamadlozi obulelwa yizangoma nezanusi.

NoNsikana wahlukana noNdosi wahamba eqo­

nde ngaseMvoti kumngane wakhe uNkomeni wafike

wamtshela wathi, 

"Wethu, ngihlangane nofana nawe namhlanje.

Into engimangalisayo uzwelo a6enalo kimina ngenda6a

kaNomkhosi, ingani yena ungumshayeli wakwamfu-

ndisi." 
Waphendula uNkomeni wathi, "kanti kawazi

yini ukuthi imbangi yakho le kayithandwa muntu

nakwamfundisi uqo6o? Zonke izise6enzi kazimfuni

zithi unonya." 
"Uthi kimi umshayeli Iona mangiqaphele ngeke

ngiyithole lentombazana ngo6a manje imbangi yami

isiyeke phansi u6ukholwa isiphethe imithi kaSihlangu-

sinye." 
"Ngathini kuwena? Kangishongo ukuthi kuhle

ukuse6enzise imithana kancane, wena wasimze wa­

ngihleka nje sengathi ngiyisilima."

"Ngangikuhleka ngakhona ngo6a nanamhlanje

ngisakuhleka. Lezizinto zenu ngiyozenza mhla se-
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ngiphele ithemba kuyoyonke into engiyenzayo emhla-
6eni. Noma ngingahluleka kuNomkhosi ngiyo6uye 
ngihlale phansi ngiyose6enza imali ngondle umame 
nodadewethu ngo6a no6a6a akasakhathali nga6o 
ngo6a se6aphenduka 6a6angamakholwa." 

"Njengo6a ungafuni ukulandela izinyathelo esi­
kweluleka ngazo," sekusho uNkomeni, "uyile-ke kwa­
Makhwatha wayo6onana noNontula na? 

"Ye6o ngiyile." 
"Ufike wathini? 
"Ngifike ngakhuleka ngahlala khona kwa6o 

ngo6a 6ese6engiyalele a6antu engi6uze ku6o. Nga­
sengicela amanzi ngaphuza, nginikezwa uye uqo6o 
lwakhe uNontula. Uthe eqeda ukungiphuzisa nga­
ngithi kuye ngicela ukukhuluma naye." 

"U6ungaqhaqhazeli nje wethu ?" 
"Kuqhaqhazele Bani?" 
"Wena, kanti u6ukhuluma no6ani?" 
"Ngakhuluma naye phandle ngamtshela yonke 

inda6a yohambo Iwami kuye; kodwa wangaphendula 
lutho yena, wavuma wathi uyezwa. Wangi6uza iga­
ma Jami, ngalisho. Wangihleka lapho ngizisho nge­
gama. Kwakuphelake." Washaya inkositini yakhe 
uNsikana wagoduka. 
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"UNontula noNomkhosi ka6a5a." 
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!SAHLUKO XIV

Ngokokuqala ngqa uNontula wavakasha kwam­

fundisi kuNomkhosi. Wazicwala inkehli yakhe wa­

gqoka isidwaBa sakhe senkonkoni esasishukwa le

kwaZulu sathengwa ngenkaBi emnyarna ernanqindi,

waesegaxa ibayi lakhe eliBopha isifu5a ehlonipha

ngo5a eya esilungwini, wahlela kahle Bonke u5use­

nga o5a5usezithweni nasezingalweni, wagco5a ama­

kha anuka karnnandi, wahamba wadishizela ephethe

iqhaBanga lakhe owayeliphiwe nguyise ethi ngalo

makeluse umhlarnbi wezintornbi zasekhaya. Wakwe­

nza konke lokhu ngo5a eqonde ukulala khona. Wa­

suka ntambama wafika \ishona wahlala phansi kwe­

mithi ephola, nokudla 6arnlethela khona wadla wa­

ngena endlini ngo5a eseyolala. · Ngalelo langa uNo­

mkhosi washintsha izindlu, walala kanye nodadewa6o

a6antwana 6aya ngakunina. Wendlala phansi uNo­

ntula noNomkhosi wenza njalo ngo6a esa6a uku6a

alale phezulu arn6ukele phansi udadewa6o ornkhulu.

Sekuhlwile 6aqala ukukhulurna 6odwa ngendaBa

yokucelwa kukaNomkhosi nokushada kwakhe. Wathi

uNontula:- "Beka Nornkhosi anginanxa nokushada

kwakho koNogiyela. Ngiyakushayela ihlornbe nge­

mpela. Kepha ngifuna ugawule ubeke ngo5a akukho

mgwaqo ungenazisele rnntaka6a6a. Inye into engi­

ngayithandi, ukuzwa irnirnoya yokuthi urnkhwenyana

Iona uNtornbinjani wakwethu ukhulurna amazwi

amnandi ngaye. Kukhona ukuzwana phakathi kuka­

mkhwenyana noNtombinjani. Lokhu kuzwana ngi­

kufe\'arnathe ngo6a kuyangisolisa."
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"Ngiyezwa mntaka5a5a, kodwa uTomasi ngime­
thembe kangango5a angi5oni uku5a ukhona omunye 
umuntu amca5anga ngaphandle kwami." 

"Angisuku5angisa nkani lapho ngo5a uTomasi 
umazi ngaphezu kwami, mina ngim5onela kude. 
E5udaleni 5ami ungi5ona ngingaka nje umhla5a ngi­
yawazi, Nomkhosi, na5antu la5a ezinda5eni zo5usha 
5a5o ngiya5azi, okunye ngiyengikushiye nje uma 
ngingathandi ukuphika inkani." 

"Nami kanginakukuphikisa inkani lapho ngo5a 
ngiyamazi uTomasi kakhulu." 

"Uyamazi ngempela na ?" Kusho uNontula. 

"Ngiyamazi ngempela ngingetshelwe muntu 

ngaye." 

"Nalapho enyathela khona uyamazi na ?" 

"Ehhe ngiyamazi dadewethu, ngiqinisile ngiya­
mazi, ngo5a akayindawo, uphuma emse5enzini aye 
endlini yakhe." 

"Uma kuvela umuntu lapha athi nakhu, Nom­
khosi uTomasi uthe wathi ngawe, nokuthi uTomasi 
akasakuthandi, ngeke ukholwe na ?" 

"Ngeke ngikholwe ngo5a ngiyamazi uTomasi, 
nga5e umona nje lowo dadewethu." 

"Hhayike ntomb'emhlophe yakwethu, uyamethe­
mba uTomasi nami ngiyamethemba njengawe, kase­
hlukane lapho sima siwe kanye kanye." 

"Uma sengilahlwa uwe 5engingashonaphi na ?" 

. 
Wathi esho njalo wezwa esehonqa uNontula, 

kant1 usezunywe u5uthongo uselele. Naye ingani 
waesenengiwe sengathi uNontula uzomcasula, wathola 
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ithu5a lokuBa a5uyekeze yonke indaba ekhulunywe 
uNontula. Wayi5ona ukuthi mhlawumbe kungayiqi­
niso ngo5a u5esejwayele uTomasi uku5a athi ukha­
thele uzoya ngasendlini yakhe, ufuna ukushesha adle, 
ngo5a phela zonke izise5enzi zazikuthatha lapha kwa­
mfundisi ukudla kwazo. Nempela athi lapho esedlile 
ahambe ashone ngasendlini yakhe ayolala. Noma 
wayefike alale ngempela, uNomkhosi waengazi. 
Nansi into owayeyazi ukuthi uTomasi akana5uthongo 
o5ukhulu, ngakhoke uyephuza ukulala; kodwa ngale­
zinsuku usheshelani ukuhamba kangaka. 

Nayewayekathele uNomkhosi wethuka eselele, 
esekwesikaBadakazi. Waphupha e5ona uNontula 
ekhula phezu kwakhe edlondlo5ala esa5eka. Kwa5a 
sengathi unezimpiko ezinde ezinamaqu5u ayinofonofo 
avimbela amakaza. Kwathi lapho ewaphakamisa 
emkhombisa wona kwavela ngaphansi kwawo insizwa 
iyinhle, yeza yaqonda kuye uNomkhosi, wa5e uyathe 
uyayigudlukela lensizwa yaqonda njalo kuye. Yaye­
sa5eka kodwa ingena5o u5u5i kuyona. Into eyayi­
mangalisa ingo5a kwakuthi uma eyigudlukela inga­
suki endleleni ilokhu iqonde kuye amehlo ethe ngqo 
ingaqway1z1. Waphaphama uNomkhosi, waqalaza 
endlini yonke wezwa uNontula ehonqa elele ezume­
kile. Wa5uya wa5eka phansi uhlangothi walala. 
Wazumeka kwesikaBadakazi, ku5e ka5ufikile u5u­
thongo am5one futhi uNontula nezimpiko zakhe zi­
vuleka kuphume kuye lensizwa, ize iqonde kuye . 
Wothi evuka azifumanise ejuluke emanzi ethe vo inxa 
yokwethuka. Wazewaqu5a manje kwaya ngokuya 
walala kwasa. 
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Wavuka wagoduka uNontula emva ko.kuBa 
amyaleze uNomkhosi ukuBa uyoBuya ngomhlomunye, 
aze amlindele kodwa ngeke alale ngalelolanga. Wa­
Buya nempela uNontula Bahlangana nodadewaBo 
emfuleni eyowasha izinguBo. 6ahlala phansi ema­
dwaleni Baxoxa. Wakhuluma uNontula wathambe­
kela endaBeni kaTomasi noNtombinjani. "Mhla si­
khuluma nawe kuthangi ngathinta indaBa kamkhwe­
nyana noNtombinjani ngakuBona wena ukuthi kawu­
thathi lutho." 

"Nempela kayingikanyeli kahle lendaBa." 

"UyacaBanga ukuthi mina ngimdala nokuBa 
mdala ngingachitha isikhathi sami ngizoxoxa nawe 
indaBa engelutho ?" KuBuza uNontula ngomoya onosi 
kuwo. NoNomkhosi wathi, 

"Kufanele ngingayikholwa into enjalo noma iza 
ngaluphi uhloBo ngoBa ilimaza mina negama lensizwa 
engizoshada nayo." 

"Shada maushada, akakho onendaBa nalokho 
kodwa thatha lokhu kulomlomo kaMakhwatha ukuthi 
lolunyawo lwakoNontula ngeke uluBone emgcagcweni 
onjalo uma uphendula ngamazwi aluswampu." 

"Xola dadewethu uma ngithukuthela kangithuku­
theleli wena ngithukuthelela uNtombinjani ongenza 
nje." 

"Ukwenzeni uNtombinjani? Wake wamBona 
eze lapha ezokhulumisa umkhwenyana, wake wezwa 
khona kanye ukuthi nakwaZulu intombazana le, yake 
yamsukela umfana yayozidlisa satshanyana ngakuBo? 
Hhayi phela okwasesilungwini angikwazi. Nakhona 
uma kunjalo, ngixolele ngife nginjengoBa nginje, ntombi 
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kaMakhwatha." Washo washaya phansi phezu kwe­
dwala ngeqhaBanga lakhe waeseBuka phansi emanzini 
wazifumanisa njengoBa enjalo. 

6aphekezelana Baye6afika endlini kaNomkhosi 
Bafika kade ekhipha izimpahla zakhe ezi6eke nje 
phezu kom-bede, phakathi kwezimpahla kwakukhona 
iduku leli lemfihlo. WaliBuza uNontula wathi, 

"Nomkhosi ngitshele walithathaphi leliduku le-• 
mali? Ngitshele, futhi kuhle uvuleke ungafihli lutho 
kimina njengomunye waBakwenu." 

"Uthandelani ukwazi yonke into esenhliziyweni 
yami na?" 

"Kungumthetho uku6a ungitshele, futhi nginawo 
amandla okukuphikelela ukuBa ungitshele uthanda 
noma ungathandi. Kangifuni uku6a lawo mandla 
ngiwaseBenzise kuwe, kodwa uma uqhuBa ngale­
ndlela ..... Beka lapha siso5a5ili woza nendaBa." 

'·NjengoBa ushoke ngizokutsbela. Leliduku la­
qhamuka kumuntu wangapha eNko6ongo owangitha­
nda ngimncane." 

"Wakuthanda umncane eku6onaphi, wena wazini 
ngezinda6a lezo na ?" 

"Kangazi mina kwasho yena wathi mangomlJI-, 
ndela aze angi6one sengikhulile." 

"Pho namhla awukakhuli yini ? "  
"Sengikhulile." 
"SenaBonana, wathini kuye ?" 

"AsikaBonani waya ngalapha eThekwini wayo­
se5enza, waBuya, ngizwa kuthiwa ukhona lapha. 
Kangika6onani uBuso no6uso naye kodwa wake 
wathi qu lapha kumfundisi ehamba nodadewaBo." 
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"U6ani igama Ialowo muntu wakho ?" 
"Qha5o akusiye umuntu wami." 
"Ngi5uza igama lalowo muntu." 
"Wathi kimina unguNsikana wakwaMbokazi. 

"Ngiyezwa ntombi. Pho, walemukela kanjani 
iduku leli na? Kanti lapha esilungwini izinsizwa 
ezipha izintombi noma zingakathandi na? Ukweshela 
okusha lokhu." 

"Kangazi ukuthi insizwa ike iyiphe intombi 
kodwa ngalemukela nje mina iduku ngeja6ula ku­
phela." 

"Ye5oke Nomkhosi ka5a5a, ngo5a nica5anga · 
ukuthi ukwazi kwasesilungwini lokhu kuni nika yonke 
inhlakanipho yomhla5a. Mina lenda5a yakho ngiyazi 
yonke, nokuqala kwayo nise5ancane ngiyayazi. Futhi 
ngazi okukhulu kunalokho, Nomkhosi." 

"Hhawu, okukhulu kuphi na ?" 
"Thula ngikutshele. Uyakhumbula langathize 

kufike umfokazi obincayo elala laphaya exhi5eni, 
wathi uya eThekwini? 

"Ngiyakumbula kodwa 5aningi a5afokazi a5a­
dlula lapha, kodwa Iowa kuthi mangimkhumbule. 
Omusha nje, owayemude, ehamba yedwa ?" 

"Usushilo." 
"Qha, ngiyamkhumbula." 
"Ye6o wena wawuzikhulumela nje nomfokazi." 

"Kanti kwakungu5ani na?" Washo wethuka 
ngo5a usekumbula ukuthi lomfokazi waelokhu ekhwe­

hlela ngesikhathi 5ekhuluma noTomasi. Nokuthi 
lomfokazi wa5a6aza u5uhle 5akhe ngamazwi ama­
ngalisayo awayengazange awezwe ngaphambili. 
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Nokuthi amehlo akhe ayengasuki kuye sonke isikha­
thi ngenkathi edla. 

Waphendula uNontula wathi, "Qha, kwakungu­
ye uNsikana lo, e5aleka evela eNonoti lapho a5afo­
wa5o 5a5emenzela uzungulu 5efuna ukumenzela 
phansi. Umusa wakho kawukhohlwa nempela." 

"Wayekwenzelani ukuzifihla okungaka na ?" 

" Konke ukuzifihla lokhu aze abince wayefuna 
indlela yokuku6ona uwedwa, futhi efuna uku5ona 
inqu5o yakho noTomasi. Nempela wani5ona ngo5a 
wani5ona nimi nikhuluma wa5ona ukuthi nempela 
niyezwana." 

"Ngalimala-ke lapho." 

"lngani phela konke engikutshela khona uca-
5anga ukuthi kulize !amaze. Akuwena yini othe 
kimi khona kuthangi Iokhu, kawukholwa inda5a ka­
Ntombinjani noTomasi wakho, lo wena omkhothamela 
sengathi uQwa5e evuka eyoshaya inkondlo koNo­
dwengu. Kuphele izinsizwa yini? Thin a singayi6o­
pha siyiqhu5e nesisinga sayo, kunga5i nda5a zalutho, 
kuvuke uMphahleni ke khona?" 

Wathula uNomkhosi ngo5a waesamangaliswe 
ukuthi uNontula zonke lezizinda5a zakhe uzithathe­
phi, njengo5a ezichaza ngeminyombo yazo zonke 
wa5uza wathi, 

"Ingani wena kawuzange u5e lindiki pho, loku­
kwazi ukuthathephi na? " 

"Ngiyilona ke namuhla, uma ngihluleka kwe­
yakho inda5a ko5e kangilona. Ye5o uhlakaniphile 
wena mfo wasemaMbokazini eNko5ongo! U5unsi-
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zwa 6akhe lomfana sengi6uhlolile nga6uthola: uzimele, 
uyazondla, indoda isi6ili." 

"Ahau waze wangidlala isiphukuphuku engigu­
mba Jonke ingaphakathi Jami, ngasala ngiligo6olondi." 

"Unga6ozenza ohlakaniphile lapha emhla6eni 
ngo6a uyowa ungacoshwa muntu." 

"Sengidelile." 
"Nasi isiluleko sami: Hamba uyokwaluka 

u6uhlalu o6uluhlaza no6u6omvu, u6enze indola kule­
liqha6anga engilifihle laphaya." Washo ephuma naye 
6eya ngasesiqundwini esingaphandle, wafike wakho­
thama wahosha iqha6anga elisha elenziwe ngenqayi 
elimnyama laphalwa. "Kangiz'ukusho ukuthi mthande 
uNsikane nokuthi male noma qhu6eka noTomasi, 
kodwa njengegoso lezintombi zika6a6a zonke; mina 
sengicelwe inkosi uMkhwetht.i waseMzwangedwa, 
uyazi nawe; ngiyakululeka ngikukhumbuza isithe­
mbiso sakho kuNsikana, nokuzwana ( engiqinisile 
ngakho ukuthi sekuluthando) phakathi kukaTomasi 
noNtombinjani ka6a6a." 

"Thatha leliqha6anga, sengofika lapha ngesonto 
elizayo ngizo6ona induku yakho. Uyongihlanga6eza 
ngolwesithathu laphaya, phansi kwaleya m1sms1 
engakwaWombe, ekukhuphukeni ngesikhathi santa­
mbama. Bavalelisana 6ehlukana wagoduka uNontula 
emshiya uNomkhosi egcekeni kwamfundisi emi nge­
qha6anga lelo. UNomkhosi akazange awuthi vu 
umlomo ephendula udadewa6o uNontula, wamuzwa 
emsinda ngesithunzi nangakho konke. 

Sekulalwa waliphupha futhi iphupho lakhe 
uNomkhosi, e6ona uNontula eqhamuka ashintshe 
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a6enezimpiko ezinhle phansi kwazo kuphume lensi­
zwa ize njalo ungunaphakade kuye imgqolozele 
emehlweni, a6e yathe uyangala nangala ayifumanise 
lensizwa amehlo aye eyidla njengomlilo udla isikho-

. tha. Noma leliphupho liqhamuke kanjani laligcina 
njalo ngokumvusa esejuluke esemanzi, akhohlwe uku­
thi lokhu kuqondisa ukuthini. Wa6uye walala lafika 
ngolunye uhlo6o manje lensizwa yaqhamuka ingo­
munye umuntu, wangasa6eka ngo6a lomuntu waphe­
nduka wa6a uTomasi, waja6ula uNomkhosi wathi 
kuye ephusheni, "ungethuselani kangaka ?" 

Wathi uTomasi, "Bengifuna ukuku6amba ngo6a 
ngi6one ungishiya." 

Wathi uNomkhosi, "Ngikushiye kanjani lokhu 
ngizinikele kuwe na ?" 

Wathi uTomasi, "ngi6one ungishiya nje, ngala­
ndela." Wavuka uNomkhosi, waeseqala ukuca6anga 
ngezinto e6e6ezikhuluma noNontula, wa6ona ukuthi 
uNontula lo, waekade wahlangana noNsikana waze 
wamtshela konke ukuhlupheka kwakhe ngodadewa6o 
uNomkhosi. Nangolwesithathu lolo uNontula wam­
tshela uNsikana ukuthi uNomkhosi uyomhlanga6eza, 
naye akofika alandele ezinyaweni zakhe azidlise 
satshanyana. 

UNomkhosi wayise6enza induku leyo engayazi 
nokuthi uyise6enzelani. Kuyena kwakungathi induku 
yenkosi uMkhwethu, eyisipho sikadadewa6o uNontu­
la. Weza nayo kudadewa6o, ehamb'ehleka, wahlala 
phansi ngaphansi kwemisinsi elindele udadewa6o. 
Wa6uka kude wa6ona imihlambi yezinkomo idla 
yekla6ile ingabekwe muntu; wa6ona phambi kwakhe 
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uhlaza lotshani lwendlalekile, 6ubuyazela nangalapha 
nangalapha 6ushaywa umoya wehlo6o ovela olwa­
ndle, o6unye 6ushay'ikhweli njengamahlamvu wona 
athintwa ngumoya uwezwe ehla6elela; nanjengopha­
hla lwendlu oluhwaza kuze kuse lukhuluma nornoya. 
Naye uNornkhosi waku6uka konke lokhu waja6ula 
uku6a naye usernusha uluhlaza njengotshani. Wa6u­
yisa amehlo akhe wa6uka induku wa6uye wahleka. 

Waqharnuka uNontula egqishazela edondolozela 
ngenduku yakhe sengathi ukhathele, wasukurna 
uNomkhosi emhlanga6eza kodwa warnerneza uNo­
ntula wathi: 

"Hlala khona lapho ngiyeza, kuwo lowomthunzi." 
Ka6uyanga esahlala phansi, wasal'eserna ephethe 
iqha6anga lelo selihlotshiswe lingu6ani ! Wathi lapho 
emnika Iona udadewa6o wala wathi: 

"Qha, Nornkhosi, kakusilo elarni lingelakho ngo-
6a ngikuhlomisile ngalo wena wazihlo6isela." Wa­
hleka uNornkhosi, ngo6a waefana norntwana urnqondo 
wakhe. 

6esakhuluma kwaqhamuka uTomasi eqonde 
kwamfundisi ethi uyozi6onela utho lwakhe, wathuka 
ethi nqamanqa noNomkhosi emi noNontula, owaye­
mazi ukuthi uma eke wayizwa nje inda6a kaNto­
mbinjani nga6e uyisitha sakhe okokugcina. Ngakho­
ke waemesa6a enesazelo ngaye, ngo6a lentombi 
kaMakhwatha yayingazi nanyaka nokuthi lukhona 
yini nje utho oluyinsizwa. Wathi ukwethuka uTomasi, 
wama, wa6a6ingelela, 
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"Sani6ona nina 6omuzi omkhulu." 
"Ye6o saku6ona mkhwenyana," kusho uNontula, 

waese6uza ethi, 
"Uzosivakashela nje namuhla ngaphesheya ko� 

Mvoti?" 
Wathi uTomasi, "Qha manje kangise naso isi-· 

khathi !" Wathi uNonthula: 
"Sokwenzani isikhathi ?" Wathi uTomasi, 
"Sokuwela ngizengaphesheya." 
"Ye6o usho kahle mkwenyana ngo6a uhamba 

ta6o ohamba ku6o usishiye thina. Ofuna uku6a 
6a6ona malanga onke ?" 

"Uyangicashela ekukhulumeni kwakho kangi­
kuzwa kahle." 

"Uyezwa nje, ngo6a ungafuni ukuqonda mhla­
wumbe wesa6a Iona engihamba naye, uNomkhosi 
hhayi nami ngiyamesa6a 6ekunga6a kuhle siso6a6ili 
mkhwenyana," washo em6uka emehlweni wangaqwa­
yiza. 

Kusenjalo kwaqhamuka uNsikana engumuntu 
ozihambelayo nje. Loku kuhlangana kwezimbangi 
okunjengalokhu waengakubekile uNontula ngo6a 
kwathatha kwazenzakalela. Wasondela uNsikane 
naye wa6ingelela, wamamatheka wa6uza impilo ku6o 
Bonke. Wase6uza ukuthi umshumayeli uTomasi 
uyofika nini ngaku6o ayovuselela na? Hhayi uTo­
masi waphendula nje waqed'icala. 

Sonke lesikhati uNontula wae6uka udadewa6o 
owaeseshaywa luvalo, nalezinsizwa ezimbili, wahleka 
wathi kuNomkhosi: 
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"Ehhe sekwenzekile lokho. Lenduku kade uyipha 
mina kodwa manje sengizothi yinike omunye wale­
zimbangi zakho njengesipho esivela kuwe. Thina 
kwaZulu senza njalo, amasiko akithi lawo; ngakhoke 
yinike mina, ungitshele ofuna i6e ngeyakhe, ngizom­
nika yona." 

UNomkhosi wafikelwa ukwesa5a okumangali­
sayo, wagedezela ngo5a waengakubekile ukwenza 
kwesi6indi esinje; wesa5a ukukhuluma, waphonsa 
amehlo akhe phansi, wabeka ngakuNsikana. Udade­
wa5o wayithatha induku wayi6eka ezandleni zika­
Nsikana, waphenduka, wahamba, wagoduka emva 
kokuthi: "Mbokazi nansi induku yakho, ithathe, uyi­
phathe i6e isikhumbuziso sikaNomkhosi, uziqhenye 
ngayo, "NOMA NINI." 

Umse5enzi wakhe waesewuqedile uNontula. 
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