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CllAPTER ONE 

TUE IIANDIILAKAZI AND TlD:: USUTU PACTIONS1 

AND TIIE RISE OF ZIBJTh1llnJ 

Authoritios differ on the naturo of tho origins of tho 

l·bDdhlol~i, threo veraions ha.vo boen put forwn.rd, but tho pa.ssioW:J 

arouaed by the ovonts tha.t will bo discu.ssecl in this esao.y ho.vo 

distorted tbo Zulu ora.l tradition and it is impossible to decido which 

nnion is correct. 

According to Bly.\llt 2 , ovor o. century before tho Zulu Wa.r, 

Jo.mo., the heo.d of tbo smn.11 Zulu clan, returned from o. re.id on a. 

noa.rby tribe co.rryine -with him amongst tho spoils a. ama.11 boy nnmod 

?lgvabi. Brouzht up o.s one of the chief's family, Ng'lmbi eventually 

took a vito but the vcclding coromoey ho.d ho.rdly boon oornFletod when he 

Jo.m:i. ga:Yo the berca.vod bride to his brother !-l1lo.b.:i. and o.ftor 

nine montJ:u, a. son was born o.nd he was c~lled Sojiyisa. Tho problem. 

ia, who vn.s Sojiyiso.•s father? If he wo.a ?-.ihla.bo. t.hen tho child va.s 

closely rela.tod to vha.t VOJS to become the royo.l house of tho Zulu 

nation. If he w.s !Igwabi then he w·c.s the son of o.n o.lien o.nd proba.bly 

a baata.rd. While members of the Usutu foction might give prominonce 

to the latter version, tho follow~rs of tho dosconda.nts of Sojiyiso. 

consider tho.t tho M!)8rsions cast on tho circwnsto.ncea of his birth 

a.re "a ba.eo and me.liaious ce.lumt\Y concocted in recent timoa113 by their 

1. I use the torm 'faction• in this ossa.y rather tho.n •tribe'. The 
cohesi'Ve elomonts amongst tho members of a tribo tend to be au.eh 
tradi'tional bonda aa blood relationships n.nd the rights of 
conqw,at, vhereu a faction aves its unity to such more imnediate a.nd 
praotical con.■iderationa aa -.teria.l adTontage, peraonal aafety or 
politiool. actn.nooment. During the years cli8auaed in thia o■■o.y 
the■e lattor elomonta bcaoamo predominant WI tar a.a both tho Uautu and 
the Mandhl.ako.si vero concerned • .At the hoe.rt of -the fo.ction voro tho 
traditioDal members of the group but they vero •urrounded by-
n.evaomer■, drinn u.aue.lly b,y a eearch tor aeaurity in a aooiety in 
the pip of aocial upheavnl. For information on traditional Zulu 
•oeiol lllllta liko tho •tri'bo' and 'a:i.b' ■ee E.J. Krige, The Sopial 
S711tem ot t.be 3\tlua, (Shuter cl: Shooter, Pietermritzbarg.) p.34, p.217. 

2. A.T. Bryant, Olden Tmee in Zplulend ond Na.t.&11 (Longmau, Green and 
eo., 1929.) pp.44-45. 

l. Ibid. p.45. 



rivn.ls. This could oasily bctruo. Cotelwa.yo ha.<1 no doubts a.a to 

tho lorri timi::.cy 0£ the lcc.dors or the I nmllunl.nzi whon ho so.id, 

"Usibobu • o.nd his brother Ii.n.iyn.no. r.nd other voll-knova chiors o.ro 

blood ro~l, n..ud cowi ins of the ldn3. 115 :foi thor oi tho voreions 

.-,.dvn.ncod by Dry-J.nt a.re a.ccoptcd by tho other vritor.s corumltcd on 

i;he ~ubjcot. ~'hoy arc all of tho opinion tlw.t ::iojiyiaa. vc.o ·t-.ha ~on 

G 
c.nil uot ·t.hc nephm1 of JCIJllO., ;:.nd thoi'c is no r.iontion of illorcitimccy. 

".,110.tovo1· his fo.mily bn.clcground 3ojiyina oata.blieho,1 hicincl!' 

ns a. lo.id.or in Ii.is o,m riaht o.nd built hi,s krn.o.l which ho ca.llcd 

7 
11ltir:i.: hndhlo.l:......_:d" - ·t,llo lllc..e~ 0£ tlie uiii:;h:t.y seed. Hie po:rsonu.l 

poirer a.ml bfo o.bili ty 3,s n. nold.icr i'ound f.i.voul' with ~h:1.lto. vho 

rccozniocd his 1r.J.r::i.cu.omr~cy over tho tcrri tory tho.t lies north-o,::.st 

o:f.' the Honr,om .. ..., rt'.tlgo. 
r. 

On Soj:iyisa' a clenth his oon :Iepitc 1Joco.mo chief or whn;t vo.s 

4. '!'his in ouo of tho i.:i..1.lJY vo.riant::; of' the Il!UtlC of tho loo.dor of tho 
I '.ruldhlcl:;.azi. In this csan.y I hc.vc fol.loved the orthocro.plor u.ao<l 
in B.H. Droolooa o.nd c. de D. -obb, A lii!lt.ory of :ro.ta.l, (Univorisity 
of l:la.to.l Prcso, l 9G5) as fn.r 0,s Zulu I\£'.r.1cs n.ro concornod. Por 
Zulu nc.ccs ,,hich do not. occur in ·t,ho a.bovcmontionocl volume, I ha.vo 
i'cllottou. the orthogro.pli;y used by c.T. !1inns, The J..u.st ~~ulu l•:inn, 
(Lon..:,Nt1ans, 1963) and J.Y. Gibson, Tho Stoq of the Zulus, 
(~OllL~, Groon o.nd Co., 1911}. 

'.i. 11Cotshvo.yo• o Story of the Zulu lla.tion and the \fo.r", :tncmilla.n' s 
Zt:.aazinc, Pobrua.ry 1680. It must ba noticed tha.t th.o lug sa.id 
this before tho rivr.lry bot11co11 the ro.ctions h.o.d become intonso. 
1 Couoin' hero has proba.bly not lmon o.coura.toly tranl.a.tod a.nd it 
is likoly th.o.t it moa.ns close rolo:t.ivc. 'i'ho rclo;t.ionship botvoon 
persons vith a. collJDOn raa.lo o.nccstor V.l.3 of much aroa.tor signifioo.noo 
in the Zulu society thn.n it is in ours. Soo Krigo, op.cU,., p.:u. 

6. Gibson, op.cit., p.31. Uishop Colenao•a Coamonto.ry on Vroro's 
Policy, (dotn.ils not known but publi■luJd pro■uma.bly o.t Biaho1>St.ove 
for priva.tc circula.tion) p.733. n.c. Lugg, :!isl;oric ,l<J.to.l o.nd 
Zululn.nd, (Shutor ~ Shooter, Fiotorma.ritzbur3) p.147. 'rhia mkea 
Cotuhva.yo and Zibhobhu socond and not. third couaina a.s thoy vould 
bo if vo a.ccopt tryant•s version. I'or tho difforin.g gonoo.logios 
neo Appendix I. Hiss Colonao is obviously mistaken whon sbo ao.ys 
tho.t !-lu.pitu. was o. brother ot Hpando, soc F.r.:. Colonso, The fw,tp ot 
7,ulula.nd, (\/illio.m .... idgown.y, 1884) Vol.I, p.93, Q.S was Sir Ilonry 
Dulvor, zsoc C-3466 1 ~:o.106, Dulver to Kimberley, 3/10/82, p.199. 

7. Dryo.nt, op.cit., p.31. 
8. Gibson, op.cit., p.31. 



now ao.llecl tho :•nndluo.lmzi tribo. AlthoU{:h rocort.l:J n.ro spa..rso 

t.horo a.ro hints thn.t tho Ho.udhlolw.zi wore novor co.sy in t!10ir rclo.tions 

vith tllo ~ulws to tho south 0£ tho ?fonco1:ln. rcnf:O• '..'here iu cviuencc 

hovovor thnt !hpita. vo,s po?sonn.lly loyn.l to t.ho youn:.; Zulu prince 

0 
Cotshvo.yo ~ ~mo o.:t the tioo ,;us oollcctin 0 the first of his 10 roono.l 

follwe1·:1 c.nc1 ootc.bl isbiuG ·them o.t tl10 krr-.... '1.l "ulcuL'uzr. 11 • 
10 

It va:s ·l;hoso younz man who wore the oriuinc:tors of tho n..'1.11lc 

"Usut.u" by which Co·l;::.lmcyo' s 1>0rsono.l i'ollovo1·s bccc.uc knowu. 

Origina.lly n. yoWlc; r.r..n 1 .o <lrinltiJ1g bo~t, it liocn.r.10 i<lcntii'iod vi th n,ll 

:!1.1ulozi in liJ;ju when it, wo.a uuod as a ,ro.r cry. l ... t-Ja:pi ta. provcu his 

1 ii • th '· ttl ,. ,. f ~ ..... C t ~ 12 oyn. ... i.y m o ua o uy scnuinr;- c. orcc ·110 ou11110.L· 1.1 e S1lUC',yo. 

Maw.·o<l b.io cccc:..;:sion thoro llOl'o still u.ouM,s ea ·t.o whether -the mo1·O 

pollorf'ul tribes in ·tho north unclor Ha.mu, t~.na., c.nd rfcr,itn. vou.lu. 

13 :::ivo him their w1qunlii'iod 5Uppoi-t. or thoDo tri l>on the ! h.ntlh.l.a.l ... 1..zi 

woro the most povcri'ul c.nd cooarcphica.lly remote i'::.-oru the kine' :J lcro.,tl. 

It ,-rould soom ho\o•ovor tho:t. o.ny <lesiro for i.ndcpondcuco on the :[K1,1·t or 

the i~dlil~zi we.a kopt in control by thoir chief's 11orsonel n.lloainncc 

to his closo rcslations in the south. 

llut vhai. 11ould ha.ppcn if o. moro indopondc11tly-m:i.ndod loauor 

voro t.o succoocl I lo.pi to.? 1'his is indeed wlu:.t occw.•rod, for in 1372 

'both Ha.:pito. and 1!pn.nuo died llithiu a. short timo or ea.eh othor. 14 

.Arrnngoments bogn.n to bo nm.de for Gotshvayo '::J a coronation'' just '1hcn 

;~ibhobhu succcodod his fo.thcr o.s chief 0£ tho !:.a.ndhlakazi o.nd ·t,hoir 

9. F.P.. Colen.so, op.cit., Val.II, ll • .384. !!a.pitn•a loyr..l.ty to Cctflln-f.n.yo 
was also montionod to c. T • Binns in a. privcto convorsu.ticm ho lw.d 
rocently with o. mombor of the ;~ulu royr..l house. ;!Q.pitc.•s loyr..lty 
is denied by Komi,, but a.ll othor oviclcmco makoa it scor.i a.s if ho is 
miat"1ton in this. Soo n.n. J;;cmp, J9&-;n \iillirun Colonbrnndor. 
(::lootoral thesio, University of N'.o.ta.J., 1962) p.30. 

10. P.E. Colenao, op.cit., Vol.II, p.384-. 
11. Ibid. Soe also C.'l'. lliWUJ, op.cit., 1>.37. 
12. Gibson, op.oit., p.12J. 
ll. Ibid. 
14. Ibid. 



c.llocio.nco t,o the mn: ld.ll!J wa.s soon to be put to the tost. 

Zibhcbhu -vas born iu 1D41 n.nd wa.s thorofo1·e about; i"ittoen yoa.ra 

youn:;or ·l;ha11 hia royal rivo.l Cctohwa.yo. 15 As t.ho son or .ro.nito.•s 

chic£ ui£c 1C, ho v=::.s his i'o..thor's lcaitic2n:l;o hoir. 17 In 1B61 ho joinNl 

10 
Mpc:11<1c I s :'t(r.po . :OI.;imc~t wit!:l othor you.t.hs o.r his ~.r;e whore, ho hacl tho 

firc·t, opportunity to .chow his :rom:,r~"'.blc u.bility a.a o. e0ldio1· - o.n 

t~bili ty -;1hich h.:iJ., cr..rnoc1. him the rop~'t,c:tion ot boini; t.ho 3roa:tost '.!.ulu 

• 1 • t 1 cl • ..., • 19 Ul. l 'o:ry 0.1 or S:J.UCC ,,1lnJ.tD.. 

T,ittlo is lmo~m of Zibhcbhu 1s li:Cc boi'oro the Zulu Wu.i• but oorao 

1:0.r,it~ rofo~rod tho 

oi' t,ho tribe, r.ru~t be o~>cym1. 

'I . 20 , n.1ya.nc.. Zihhcl)hu ·u.:i.s to avon~o hir.1~clf for. this lc;tc1·. 21 

}.n il1·ia,l·csting ~ri:.orJ i.u told by c.•1. D.inrus of C!. convcl'sn.tiou ho 

onco had vi th Cotsl1'i.),yo' !3 du.u;:;htcr. Sho romemborcd l:fr-~rit:i himself 

22 
ua.rning Cetslme.yo of llis Jon, Zibhcbhu, ,..-Jv.i he srdrl was very cunning. 

Such L>. wa.rniu~ is corta.i:ily in ;.::.g1•ocmont with ti1.o fn.cts vhich or,1crco 

from -the little iui'01,uc..ticn vo ho.vo on the rolo.tionB between 1epito. o.nd 

Zibhobhu, a.s ,:c lir;,vc aeon, ucca.r.1e chiof of the iin.ndhlclmzi a.t 

t,ho so.me time Cotslwayo bccEU.Jc kine of tho Zulu nn:tion. 'l'h') 

::.•uulhlclmzi, "proud of tho strength thoy folt and ha.d mo.nifostod • •• vore 

nov r.ovornccl by Usibobu, ,1hooc coure.~c, rctJolution o.n.d dnring stood 
'l'l 

o.bove those of OJ\Y ,~ulu. 11"".1 Would ho aocopt tho o.ubhority of the no,r 

----------------~-------■------------

15. 

16. 
r,. 
lU. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 

Krir!o, 01>.ci·t., p.~06. '.rb.io cb.to i:s deu.uood from thn yo!l.r in which 
all tho :..1ombers c,t the :•ba:i.110 I~~illent woro bora. 

i1.!-;. Colcnoo, or1.cit., Vol.I, p.93. 
Kri~o, op.cit., p.40. 
Luge, ar.cit., p.147. 
Ibid, p.149. 
?.E. Colon~o, op.cit., p.93. 
Vido in.fr~, p.32. 
l"riv~tc conwrantion vit.h c.T. Dimus. 
Oibaon, op.cit., p.123. 



,. 

The critical moment camo in August 1873 vhon Cotehwo.yo o.nd 

hi• eupporter•, vho were on their way to his coronation e.rrivod et 

the ■Mired plaee ce..llcd Ha.khoni. 24 Tho northoru tri?>cs under 

Hnya.mo.ne,, Hr.mu o..ud Zibhebhu ha.d still not o.rri<rcd and John Dunn who 

was B Dombor of Cotshwayo's retinuo w~s soriously conccrnod, beliavina 

that there might be violence when they did. On the third day i)ho 

supportors of Hnynmana and Ha.mu a.ppoa.red, followed at o. short dietanco 

by Zibhobhu 1s impi. Slowly thoy approached Cotshwayo, I>unn and tho 

o.ssomblod Zulus. Tension rose, and when Zibhebhu's impi a,uddcnly 

broke into a. trot, the king's followers bogan to move into n dofcnsivo 

forma.tion. Dunn believed tha.t it was only his urgent pleas which 
?5 

stopped a bloo~ confronta~ion.- l!hethoi· tho incidont was indicative 

of roa.l anwosity, rcscutraent, jealousy, or just high-spirited 

norvowmoss on the pa.rt of a.rmod men brcu~ht up in a. society ba.sod on 

a military trndit.ion, the £a.et remains that there wa.s somo form of 

distrust and rivalry botween tho Nu..ndhlalmzi and ·liho Usui:u a. dooa.de 

boforo -their moro bloody clis:pntcs rent Zulula.nd. 

24. Dc.ckgrowid £md deta.ils about the "oorona:tion 11 £0.ll out of the scopo 
of this ossay. A full account ca.n bo found in Binns, op.cit., 
p:p.56-75, a.nd John J.Junn1a account in John Dunn c.nd tho Three 
Generals, ed., n.c.F. Hoodic, (Piotormaritzburg Natal printing, 
1836) which is very intoresting, but must be ron.d wiJ&il1 the points 
~entionod in footnote 25 in mind. 

25. D.C •. F. ~-Ioodie op.cH,., pp.37-42. It v-ould soem as if, ape.rt from 
his photogra.pher, Duun va.s the ouly ~w.·opoa.u to wi t.ness this 
incident. Unless Gibson and Lugg received thoir informa.tion 
from Zulu sources, which scorns unlikoly, a.11 accounts of the event 
eprin[! from Dunn's version. It must therefore bo remembored tho.t, 
when he wrote tho account, Dunn hn.d vecy good roe.sons to try o.nd 
croate the impression tha.t Cetswrayo ha.d novor hn.d tho vholo-b.oo.rted 
support of the ZUlu nation. Ye cnnnot a.scerta.in whether tho o.cco1.D1t 
is a true one, o.ud it is for this reBson that I haTo not mentioned 
in the D&l'Ta'tive that Dunn ea.ys tha.t thorc va.s a;t the time "o. great 
division in tho Zulu co\Dltry" bet'li.·oon lb.mu, :~ibhobbu Q.D.d the 
eouthom tribe•, o.nd tha.t ho had heard t.ao.t they (Un.mu a.nd Zibhebhu) 
eight attempt to capture Cetahva:,o. Dunn was connnced that it vo.a 
only hia porso.aal. i.mrvention that stopped a "groBt slaughter". Por 
the other accounts seo Uibaon, op.cit., p.124; Dilma, op.cit., p.6ls 
o.Dd n.n. Morris, The lrlaabing of ~ho Spears, (Jonathan Cope, 1966) 
p.207. Lugs, op.cit.., p.132, puts i'orva.rd a Ti.ow that smaokll nry 
etron,ly ot John Dunn's influenco. 



During the interval. be-tvoon Cetahwayo's "aoronation" and the 

Zulu war, Zibhobhu socms to ha.vo roma.ined q_uietly in hla territory 

and, showing in peo..cot.imo tho initiative a.nd imlopondonce Yhich 

manifested themselves in times c~ wnr, busied himscl~ ic tradir~, 

dosr,r.tehin~ his a.gent& as i'ar ai'ield as !'or'tuguoso East .t\friaa. 26 In 

hi!J trc,,din[r vcnfaires Zibhcbhu wa.s closely a.ssocia.ted vH,h John Dmm. 

I(emp rmggcsts tha.t while he might ho.vc a.ppen.rod to be settling dawn 

to a. life in comn1i=.:rco, Zibhebhu va.s actually consiliering a va.st plan 

of' conquest in which he would overrun S;;a.:z:iland and. o·t:.her 'torri-torie■ 

oven further aficld. 27 I£ they existed such plOJU'J wcro cut ■hort by 

tho 011-thrc~k of the ~ulu Wo.r. Zibhobhu was opposod to the wn.r and 

urgcrl Cetshwn.yo to ll.void fir,hting the B1:itish, but. ,;hen tho ci.cfence 

of Zululand bocn..me necessary he fought with hie usu~l vo1-ve and 

23 courage. 

A detailed account 0£ Zibl1cbhu 1u n.r.tions durin3 tho wa.r voul.d 

be ou-t of :plu.cc here but he served his king loyo,lly a.nd vit.h skill. 

Placed in charge of scouting oporo.tions before Isnnclhlwn.n::i. he is so.id 

to have vatched Chelmsford lca.vc tho ill-:fo:ted CO.nl!) from the t.op of 

Isandhlva.na. hill. Ile led o.n. impi during t.hc ba.t-tle, and pursued the 

fugitives tot.ho drii't where ho is reputed to ha.ve killed Helrille Qlld 

Coghill as thoy attempted to sa.vc the rc~imental colours. It va.s ho 

who broko the truce bo£oro -the bn:ttlc of Ulund.i a11d commanded tho :lulu 

at tho battle it.sel£. In l o;tor years be wa.z to boast that -t.he only 

injury ho :..·ociovcd in tho vu.r occurred whon he wo.s struclt in the e70 

by the cork froia a bot·t.lo of looted cham1>0.gnc. 29 

Tho Zulu na.tion did not ei:sco.pe so lightly. After te1·rible 

losses on both sidos tho murdorous fire-pave~ of the Dritiah redooaW 

26. Kemp, op.oit., p.Jo. Lugg, op.cit., p.150. 
Zl. Kemp, op.cit., p.30. 
28. Morrill, op.oit., pp.361-.362. Lugg, op.cit., pp.147-148. 
29. For the i.Drormation in thia para.graph I bn.To wsed Lugg, Ibid., 

Brookes and Yebb, op.cit., p.138, together with intonation 
giTen to me by c.T. Dinns • 

• 



U'llllhed the Zulu :figb:ting ■pir:1. t, o.nd on the 4th September 1879 

Ceta~ YB.s deposed and aent into eJtile. It fell to Sir Go.met 

Voleeloy, newly appoin-tod GoTernor ot Natal. and the Trnn■"V'Ual, High 

Couuiaaionor for the adjacent torritories o.nd commander-in-chief ot 

the> forcen, to dra. up a sr.ttloment foe ZtLlula.nd. 30 

In spite oi' :?lis i[!11orn.nce of Zulu o.ffo.irs and of Zulu 

■ociety, Wolseloy :!'ell to his t.u.sk wit.h typical brnsh salf-confidonco, 

with the r~sul'f, tlia.t his sett.lament opened tho way £or a period of 

annrccy, ch::.os ev.d bloodshed, with tho Hnnclhlnk..-izi tmder Zibhebhu, 

and tbo Usutu W1der Cetshva.yo (in tho i'ina.l sto.gos) as the ma.in 

protagonists. The -war h3il. seen tho Zulu armies defoa.ted in tho field 

by n ~orcltn enemy; ~olseley•s settlement sot the Zulus at ea.eh 

othor's thr~ats, dostroyod tho h~rrnony ot their eocinl structure and 

crushed the proud independent spirit of t.bc Zulu nn.tion. Wo must 

study tho sottlo!llent in somo dota.il; no-t only wo.s it at -tl\e root oi 

tho civil war bui:. it go.vo official recognition to Zibhobhu's paworful 

po■ition as chiof' of -the Nandhla.ko.zi. 



a. 

CHAPTER TWO 

THE S !m i..F~·D:!'NT OF ZULULAN:J 

?ho yon.rs prococ!inc tho Zuln Vo.r had aeon the initial plo.ns 

for confcdo.L"ation put into o_!)oro.tion by t-lw Colonial Oftico o.ild the 

first n.ttempts to brine the l!lOBt t,urbulont territories in turbulent 

south Ai"rica widor Dritish control. It ho.d ueon roo.lisod that o. 

stable, order~d socioty wn.s a prcroquisito to British withdrawal. and 
,, 

o. reduction in Colonial QXpenditurc. The roo.d to federo.tion vas 

howovcr f'rn:ught with mis£ortW1eJ ea.eh step to.kon tended to rs.iso new 
1 

ocstaclcs rather tluw ovcrcor.1e old onos. 1'he aru1oxation oi' tho 

l'rn.csv.:i.;:;.2 forced thoso in authority to turn their at.1;eni.ion to 

Zululo.ud ,1hich, ,Tith its milito..ry system, wn.s soon a.s a. constant 

throat to its whito neighbours. Loss thau two yeo.rs a.ftcr tho 

a.nne~tion, DrH,ish troops (lntored Zululo.nd a.nd on t.he 22wl Jo.nu.n.ry o. 

British column wc.s vir·l;ur-..lly wi1,ed out, by the Zulu a.rr.iy. '.1..'hc disaster 

co.used pa.nic in No.ta.I o.nd horror in Britain. i'ho ua.r, the policies 

which hu.d ea.used it, and the pcrsout\.litics involvetl were suddonly t.ho 

m~in topic or~ country-wlue dcbo.to. 'rho Libornls, in opposition 

under Glo.c.stono, r-;tto.cltcd Dis1•aoli • s covornrncnt for the oxpa.n.sioD.iat. 

!)Olicy which had cost the countl."Y so doar in lives and in bullion. 

' .. 1:w.t vn.s uorso ,ras i.ho.:t for a.11 the effort and expenao south Africa' ■ 

r,roblc~1s wore no nearer i;o being solved. 'l'he Zulu Wn.r ua.s &till 1;o 

~ won when it ho.d exl1a.uatod ·bhc 1.'undn in the Iropo1·io.l Cboet meant. tor 

o.11 Britain's colonial ponscssions. It was not long before the 

rovorse.s su£fered in Soui;h Af'ricu. ha.cl. thoir effect on tllo pla.n tor 

feuoration1 the policy of o~po.usion vaa soon c~,;ec.l to ono o:t' 

ro-t.rcnch.mont. 

"IsandbJwm mark:! a. definite ·t.urninc ].'l~int in llrl'ii■h 
South Africa.n rolicy. A. 1>0licy t.ha.t in straining a.ttar 
confederation bo.d not hesitated to annex CJl ind~p.tDCloni 
republic, and that would certainly have Mnexed Z\11,n) end 
and other torrit.ories, nov turned about and began to ■lip 
down -the arduous pn.-th it had stooply troddon, baok, ~n. 



1 
tiDally -to aba.ndonmen:t and non-in'torferonco •" 

In their ottorts to ortrica.to thcmsolves from tho repercussions 

ot the wn.r iL Zululand t.ho British GoTernmcnt turned on their 

ropresenta.ti-,,·ee in ~outh J\£rico.. The a.ppoint-mont of Sir Ga.rriet 

Vol.3cley ns Hich G'lrnmissioncr a.nd cooma.nder-in-chiof 2 of' ·bhc forces in 

the field wa.s o. slieht bot-h to Sir f~rtJ.c Vrerc m1d Lorc1 Chelmsfor,l.. 

Cue or the mo:::;-t; impor-t.u.nt o.f -:: olsoloy' s t.o.sks w;i.s to vork out. 

n scttlomcn't of Zululand and recent occurrences nnd public opinion 

ma.de it essential that t·uo guio.ing f'o.ctors bo i'ollowctl. TI10 Zulu 

power must bo broken once o.nd for o.11, and n.t tho SU,mo time there must 

be no additions to Britain's responsibilities in south Africa. 

"T:ho post. wo.r settlement, hovovor, v::i.s eu·i;;rustoi.1 to Wolseley. 
Zululnnd was not to bo unncxed. No decision could more 
c0.1 vi:acingly dciaonstra;tc the vish for the Home Government to 
be dono wiiJl its South . .\£rico.n n.dventuro. Pora generation tho 
ultimn.to a.n.icxn:t.ion of Zululantl hn.d been loo!to<l upon a.a the 
ineluct.o.ble outcome of nri tish presence in No:tal. As lo.to a..s 
r;ay 1S79 opinion in the Colonin.l Office still a.greed vith 1-rero 
"Lllat the auncx::i.tio11 oi' Zululaud wn.s n. necessary consequence or 
Zulu defc~t. But Dritish policy hnd lost its momentum. In 
its hesitation retrent seemed safer o.nd more n.ttra.c·liive thnn 
1J.clvr.nco. 1·!olsolcy nn.u;t, Hicks l3each enjoined, • carefully bear 
in mind that tho nbj~ct of Her Hn.jcsty•s GovernI!lent is not to 
add to the extent of Dritish possessioas.• Evon though 
Co~ywa.yo lo.nguiahed in the old fort at Cape Town the lh-itish 
Govel'Im'lont ~as not propa~od •to sanction a.ny further intorferenoo 
with the intr:,rnal Government o~ the country than ma.y bo necessary 
1'or securinc the pcu.cc a.ud sc.lct7 of ·l:,he a.djv.ce1rt colonicst. 113 

V ith -t,hese injunctions in mind Wolseley set nbou~i; hiY task. 

It ha.a been sugg9stocl tlla.t -tho origina.l pl::in fox· t.hc settlement was put 

£orvard in Jw.1e 1879 by Cbarlos Urc,wnlc«,s, an authority on no.tive affairs 

and c. fonr:er Secretary for Ua:liivo .il'i'o.irs in tho .Co.'P,O Colony. 4 llia 

rocOl.JClendn.tion that Zululruid should bo placed under the chiofs of tho 

1. c.v. de Kieviet, The Imperial. Fe.otor in South ~\frica., (Frank Cass & 
Co. Ltd. 1965) pp.234-235. Iu this chap~e1.· I lmve dravn heavily on 
thl■ book vhen diaaussing colonial o.tf~irs and policies. I haTo 
also used R. Roblnaon, John Gallagher, ,.\lice Do~, .Africa and the 
VictoriAns, (tfo.cmillo.n and Co. Ltd., 1961) pp.61-65. 

2. Viele 89F!, p.7. 
3. De l~lowict, op.cit., p.246. 
4. E.H. Brookr.3 and c. do n. \·Jebb, A History of Natal, (University of 

latal Prces, 1965), p.148. 



cla.na that existed in tho ~ botoro Shak& and tha,. 1.hey would be 

resronsible to t?. Dritish ~esident, seome t.o bo.ve boen adaP'ed by 

'tfolsclcy. 

~\lthou,r~h not directly conccrnocl llit}i n,l.ti·t'e n.i"f'o.irs n.t the 

tiuo, Sir Theophilus '.;hopstono v....s of coui·ao consul tod, and hia 

comments on a <ira.tt :,Ian submittod to him by 1/olsoley aro l>0th 

. . . 5 
int~rcsting ~nd s1gn1f1c~nt. 11; would soom f'rom Shepstone's 

mct1or~ndlltl tbn:t. ~s'olsoloy h£t.d suguasted ·the division of Zululand int.o 

scvcra.l districts n.ncl th./l,t he- had n.h•cn.<l;y o.pproa.ohod John Dunn and 

Zibhcbbu :w 1>ro::Jpectivo rulors of two of thom. W'it.h on.oh of the 

ci.1.ic~::. ·!ihcro ,1oul<.1 be cp:pointed whi-t.e fi.gents who w-o\lld discharge 

diplomn:tic .fw.1ctions only. 

Shq,stono thought the division of Zulu.lane. into districts vo.a 

the only pr~tico.l coJ.ution. 

'''.Chis division 0£' 2ulul.::.nu. iuto scvci-:i.l in<lepelld,mt 

c1istrict:-, ••• is I thinlt, n. eood, c.ncl im1eod the only worko.blo 

idcn. under the cir~urnstr.J1.oos ••• 116 

Jmt !!.lihou:;h ho n.p!)rovod of -the ~enercl conception he ba.d serious 

objections to~ number of details nnd vas concerned ~bout wha.t ho 

considered to be omissions £roa the schemo. 

Firstly he advised \lolseley to incro:i.se the numbe1.·s of 

te1·ri to.ries as "t,llc country would be illUOh moro roo.no.goa.blo if thoso 

districts W"oro smaller and th~rei'oro mor<- numerous." 

adopted this suigestion. 7 

Sir Ga.me-t. 

Hore iro:port6.Jlt w.:.s Shepstone's attitude to iol.scloy•a plan t.o 

nppoint whito agents Ybo ·i:orc "to dischn.rze diplomn.tic duties only." 

5. Sir .1.. Shepst.one Pa.pors, llox 33, st .. ci)Sto:rte -to Colonio.1 Oftioe, 
23/8tT9, ;\emorn.ndnm on Schemo tor set.-tlig Zul.ul~d. 

6. Ibid. 
7,; P. Ea.awood, Black against. whi:te: An aceo1111t. of tlw atrwqrle• 

between native .. ~rioanD nnd '1'\ite aott,lera in :io.ta.l cmruyr 'Iba 
19t,h Cent,w:y, p.435 9 quoted in Brookes u.ud ;./ebb, op.cit.., p.148. 

significant.It


11. 

"Tb.a a.z,rangomont seems to mo to be too feohle :tor tho 
position, and the :position o:ppoa.rs to bo tbia :- tho 
Zulu GoTOrD".iaont bas saf~erod the total doatruction of 
its Ciovornment, that Gover0ment was of an arbitrary and 
barbo.rous chn.rac1.ers tho na.tw."lll. and iomc?.ia.i:,o reaction 
vill follov boinz fre~d from the rcetrc.Jnt of' such c. 
liove1'1lmol'l'\;, muoi; b,: tovo.rds a.no.rcby of 0, dn.ngnrous kind, 
and Natal oi.1 voll n.s Zulul~nd vill bo n.ffccte<l by it. 

'rb.v dost::uct.ion o:r this rostra.int lms beon tho vork 
0£ our hn.au, end ·vo n.rc l10w,,c1, for tho sc..fcty of the 
pooplc 1rhon wo hr-.vc conquorcd and :f'•n· iihosc coc,cl Ye hn,,_rc 
p:a.·ofossc<l to n.ct, c.n vcll aE :for the safety of our <Th"ll 

posit.ion, to ropln.cc the Govornmcut we h.:i.vc destroyed by 
one, lQss barbc.rou:.1 certuinly, but equally stt'One, tmtil 
at loc.st the cotmtry recovers i·l;sclf somcwha.t n.nd ·!',he 
pc..oi)lo Lotter undcrstn.n<l our wishes vith rcgnrd to t.hcm ••• 

It seotJ.S to tte therefore tha.t f'or (;he pr.z-scnt at any 
i·u.to • wlmtcvcr m~y l>e done ·l;hci·co.i'"tor, c.ff ectivo conftrol 
r.na.st bo done by the power which desfa:oyc<l the Govcrn111~nt 
tllat u.id coutrol ·l:.hc couatry. 118 

The case for instituting u. ::.t.1.-onc; J?C,tcr.na,l eovcrrunont over Zululo.nd 

could not bo moro empha:tical.ly sta;tccl th.-i.-t. ihis. 

vri'ting it va.s rocugn.ised cs t!Jo most knowledgea.ulo on n::i.-t;ivc o.ff'airs 

in south i~rica. Yet his advico \m.s icnor~d. 

Shepstone dill. no·t, ouly object to tho a1sm1cc of a.:..,y rcol. 

governmont. II-, wa.s concerned over irbc fu.ct -tha:t tha dro.:rt. plan clid 

not con.sidor in more de-tn..il th~ ros1,omii.llili-ty the British Govornaent 

v.ould incur to tho chiefs it intended to appoint. With unc.i.nny 

a.ccuro.oy he poacs questions -which the n.uiillori ties a.t -tho time chose 

1o ignore, but which wore fo:cccd on their ati;cntio.i. in l~:tor unlmppior 

timea. 

"Tb.ore are ma.ny points rcqu1r1ng sorious consideration 
which I :l.r.1 uno.blo to not-ice: o.oe of the most :prossing is 
the rf!sr>on:Jibility vc incnr in tho ap:point111ent 0£ the 
iia.tivc Chicfss whc.t rif:M;s <lo wo :;ivo tbct1? liho is -to 
succocd ther.1? Suppose Zibobu r0coivcs .from WI the rova.rd 
of au indc:pcndcnt sovcro!tZJ1ty -bhn.t bn3 been condi tiona.:ll.y 
procised hi.1.1 ~re we bound to support hira in the poas~asion 
of tha.t revu.rd? .'.re ve bound to secure to tha othor 
chiefs the possessionB t~ whieb we nppoint them? In my 
viciv, o.Dd iu what will cortai.J-..ly be -tho Zulu viev, we 
un.doubtt:clly -u-c, for thoy er<' our appointees o.nd our 
croat\a'oa. 119 

On f,be l:;-t ~optombor o.t Ulwui..i, l:olaeley, uni.Ilg John Shep,tono 

8. T. b'bepatcma, loo.ci-t. 
9. Ibid. 



12. 

(Theophilua's brothor) o.s an in-terpretar, told -the 200 uaemblea 

Zulus that Cot•hv~, having brokon the pledflos be ma.do at hi• 
1c, 

coronation va~ to be cxilod forovcr. 

bo.vi113 no q~1·1·ol wl th the Zulu :r,coplo, clid not intend to eoizo any 

of their l;:i.n.1..1 01· 1_)1.·u!)'Jrty, 11 and Zulula.ncl ,1r.,s to be ,\ividod into 13 

territories ov<'r c:;,ch oi' which a chief was to bo l?-pl_l()intod. 

~hic1' efgncd nn t-,r:rcc:nant 12 in uhich h\.! _t>,:omisnd to roepoct the 

boun<.b.rio!1 la.id (lO',/ll by ·l;he n.uthori-tics, ncv~r to a.llov ~ho ro-

osto.bl isl,m':!nt of tho ~ulu r.tilitary systca o..nd to give froouoru of 

movcmont to ~11. under hiu if i:.hoy chose to ao nud sonk e m:ploymont in 

the cdj~ccnt t~rritorio3. '.i'hc importc.tion of o.rms :1nd o.r.ummition wa.11 

forbidden n.s -wns e.rbitrnry capitn.l pwiishmont, nnd tlloy vero forbidden 

to en.kc wo.r wit,hout !)Crr.iission of the llritiah :.eeident. 

As mentionccl nl,ovc~, '!olscloy cliu not. follow- Shopatone'" a.dvico 

a.nd the Dritish Resident vas giver, no roal power. In ta.et Wolseley 

m...do o. point of lllcntionin.<r t.o his 3upcriorg t-hr>:t l1n h,,_a obeyed their 

instructions and if.' anytM.n.~, oovo<l in tbo othor direction. 

"You 1rill sec that ~ 1>roposc, with your n::,1prove.l, to 
confer upon hia no aJL.iiuistrn:tive or executive a.uthori t.y, 
:J.nCJ. no rover to interfere vith the aovernmcnt of the 
country, except 'Yhere the intor".)sts of '.'Jritiah ~ubje~i;:J 
c.rc involvcu.. He will occupy no r,10,:-~ tha.n :1. diplomntic 
poeiti.,n, E'..nd he ,-:-ill bo dci,cribRd, n.s I hn.vc n.h·~uu.y 
(lcsc:.:-illou. hit:, to the Chiefs ancl people, t.s the eyes ..i.nd 
oc.rs of' the British Govcrument. 1113 

'l'he unf'ort\lnctc sHu .. "'ti.on tha.t c.rosc out of this o.b:,onco ot 

rool. ~,vcrn.rncnt wa...c; a.gcra.vn.ted by the :porsonnlitica of tho :r.on cboa911 

to c.ot as appointed chio:fs. 14 'No of thor.1 vcrc ::ilicn.'l to vhom the 

10. 
11. 

12. 

13. 
14. 

For tlio ra10oting n.t Ulund.1 ~co Binns, op.cit., Pllel79-18C. 
lie choao t.o forget. tha,t ithc 'disputed torri toxy' which hn.d bean 
jt,dz~d to 1.>nlonz_~ 1·i:!ht.t'ully to the Zulus bnd boon soizod - the 
Colenso'a howeve~· did not. See P.E. Colcneo, r.:'.'ho ,ujp ot 
Zululnnd (liillic.Ll lddgevay, London, 1884) Vol.I, l>l).5-G. 
The full I.ext of the conditions signed by tho a.:ppoint;;,d chief• 
can be formc:!. in c. T •. n1nna, Ibe La.at. Zulu Kins,, (l,011pms, GraaD 
• Co., 1911), Ap~cnd.ix c, p.221. 
c-2482, No.87, \folscley to I!icks Uoa.eh, 3/7 h9, :,.225. 
Inforr.m.tion for 'lihit. soction of the O.!)pointcd chiefs ·la drlJVA 
troc J.Y. Gibcon, 'l'ho Story o.f ·the Zulus. (Loogmn,ns, Ureon a eo.., 
1911) pp.223-225 ,m(.l r..a. :loi•:-.·is, '!'.ho Waahigg ot -the Spaep; 
(Jono.then Ca~o, 1966) pp.597-598. 
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Bd,.t■h GO'ft:rnmont owod a debt for thoir sel"'rioe in tho var - hardly 

a nooaaencla.tion to the Zulus who were to be wider thom. John Dunn 

reeei"f'8d a territ01"Y and r..mon,a the men who hnd kr~ls in his district 

vero mc.ny who lind previously L.clcl high posit.ior,s in Zulul,,nd, 

:uioluui.~~ oile o.r Cc:-~.:ih~r~::,ro •::; b:rot!lors - the r.e<loulrta.blo Dn.bulnluO.zi. 

GoverD.Ulcmt !01- tvonty yca.J:."i .:m.d was given his -tcrrito1·y in Zululnnd 

a.s o. reward f oi· ·t;his • ,mother chirad' \.1ho wn.n gi van t01.·ri -t.ory in 

rocognition or his services dUJ.·in..-, ·i.hc ,vn.r WM Ha.wu, a L.u.l.f-bro·t;h0r 

o:! tho king vho had surr~ndorcd to the British in tho o.i1:l;y- ::r'.;c.gcs of 

the vn.r. Under him w~s plo.cc'1 Moyn.m.,ru,,, tho late king's pricio 

Clinistor, ,,}lo hn.d him.self' rc:f'uscd tb.c !?08ition of a.p1,ointod chiof• 1 5 

and 't.hc !\b:i.Julusi ·f-.ribo. They 1rcrr:? r,.cmbors of Cf?tshwa.yo' s persono.1 

krn.a.l und their stro~ al.lcgb.ncc to thci:r king and their great 

sufferinr: durinc {;he ·vcu.~ va.s nQ't condusivo to their sct·Hing ea.sily 

:, 11 1(., 
wic..or a.mu • 

. \ltho1.·.gh the :ruid.ina 1n.•inciplo for tho so-li·nomeut vo.s au.id by 

\folscloy to bo -the roins·t.itution of -the olcl. order r-..s it W£LS bc:foro 

17 the 11.ays of SJu:Jm., the only 11rc:!;1:..•osent,-i:tivc-s of' tl:csc zub,ju3n;t,od 

18 po.:>:plo'' were the ~id.-imr::c tri-:..,e under Hcoj~n~, c.nd the Amn.Tctw:i under 

rt is typic:::.l of the llll.p!10.zard :pl,.nning of the sct.tl~ment tho.t 

noithcr ::lcojo.nn. nor his peopld roaidod in -the territory wl1ioh 'Wa.s 

o.suir,nc,1 to t~1orn, but i'ortW1ately 110 <lid not t1.·y to assert hia authoriiy 

over the l.Tr.:igo.zini tribe vllo actually occupied his distric·f;. 20 Tho 

romininc chiefs, ~omkolc, ra"GJ1avondhlcla., Tshing\m,yo, Fal.:u, Sckotwo.yo, 

}~itsho c..nc1 (';a.wozi fieur':l<l little in tl:!c history of the settlomont. 

15. P.E. Colcn.eo bcliovod tlmt be rofuscc ~ chieft~inship out of 
loyr,lty to his king. F.E. Colcnso, op.cit., Vol.I, p.52. 

16. Ii'Dr intonae.-tion on -tho Aba.Quluai eoo Gibson, o:p.cit., p.194, p.224. 
17 • C-2482, tlo.87 Wolseley to Hicks ilea.eh, 'J/9/"19, p.225. 
18. Ibid. 
19., !lrookoa nncl Y(Jbb, o)J.cit., \>!>•146-14-7. Por -the ~eot~ro.pbioa.l 

poaitiou oft.he territorioa soo Appendix II. 
20. Gib•on, op.cit., p.224. 



Zi bhc bhu ro~1.ino. His poaition as tho he~ ot tho powartul 

~:andl1lckr-.zi was nov givon official. rocogni~iou. On the southern 

border oi' ·t.hc -territory n.wa.rded to him thoro resided a. povcrtul group 

of UsuLu.s Wt<ler Cctshwu.yo's broth~r, 1Jda.buk.o, o.ru1 Uaivotu. 21 tlda.buko 

h.ui boon occond only to Cetsln,m,yo iu rank a.ml Usiwetu bo.d been in o. 

hizh llositiou ii., -the councils of tllo ln.nd .... 2 1J.11oy ho.d boon stri:ppod 

of thoir power, on.cl wore norpla.ccd in the humiliatin(l position of 

lul.vina to obey o. mo.n who had onco boen thoir in£orior. !foroovor 

their now chief '\ID.S a. hoo.dstrong- QO.ll who wo.s o.t. t,he hond. of o. tribe 

which in the pa..st hc.d sho,m sigi:a of 1·cacu-LL10nt towarcla the royo.l 

23 ho,s c of uhich t.hoy wore lea.do1.·s. Yot t:hcpstonc had sreci:t:J.ca.lly 

wci-ncd 1lolr;clcy to bo pn.rticulo.rly caroful a.a to the choico of tho 

o..p11ointccl chiofs. 

":i-:y cxperionce, v..ncl I co.n so.foly aa.y thn.t it ba.s boon, at 
lcD..S·~, as ~Teo.-!; as that of coot mou on such a. su'llj cct, is, 
thu;{; -c~::.us:. ·i;hc pcrsoncl qua.lit.ies of tho nntivo o.1lpoinf.ed, 
fit him, in the eyes of the 1>00plc thoUlSel·voa, io.: the 
:posi+,ion he is appointed to fill the o.p1,ointmont will be 
ncll, ~«idle lli11.C3S -..re tnlto proper rroco.utions, 0U1.· obligat.iom:; 

·io o,.:.in:i;n.i.n it vill romn.in." 24 

'l'hc var hau ended tho Zulu milita.ry systcn:, sont t.hc Zulu king 

into exile, d.o.:atroycd kraals a.nd crops a.ud slaughtered Zulu wo.rricrs, 

tho org.:.nic sbructU1"0 01' Zulu socir-ty hc.d beon complet,ely disrupt.ea. 

In such a. situa:t.ion a.na.rchy wa.s but a. sho:,:t step a:wa.y unless a. :s:t>rong 

government vas imposod over the Zulu people. This va.s roclised by 

the most kuowlcdgoo.blo ond influout,io.l a.uthority on na.tivc n.ftairs 

nlivc o.t the time, a.nd lie had varned Volsoley of the dangers lUld 

difficulties unless cert~in precautions vcro tc.kcn. 1n spite of 

-thb, t~:1.itors: nongntities, a.lions and hau.dstrong vo.r:riora a.11 fcnmd 

thoir placoa as appointed chie£a. Amongsi these men va.a pla.ood a 

repraaontu.tive of tho Dri-tish Gcnem.ment. with no real paver. •. 

21. Ibid., p.~25. 
22. Ibid. 
23. Vid.e supra, p.5. 
24. Sir T. Sbepato118• loo.oit. • . 



15. 

Takinc a broad viow, the a.ba.ndonr:i.cnt ot Zululan.d to anarchy 

br the ai-itiah GoTernmont is cu.sily understood. 

"The sct'tloroont ot Zulu.land wn.s o.n act of scu-1:,tlc. 'l'hc 
refusa.l to cst.a.blish even o. protootorn.to con·t~ined o. logic 
tl10,t vas plain to sec •• • Shocked by tbo costs of ,ro.r n.nd 
l)O~co, bcvildcrcd by the cou.a..rusion tlln.t t~o yo~rs of 
striving hn.d been un~blo -to resolve, tho Dri.tish bo~f.l.ll to 
vithornv ••• " 2 5 

\/bile it is possiblo to expl~n thir.; uithdrl'..Wr?-1 in term::; of colonio.l 

polioios a.nd party politics in P,ritc.in it iz nevertheless iopossible 

to atu,;\y tho 1·eporcu::.sioms of tho ,rithdrm·m.l on the lives of tho man 

and vomen of iulula.nd "Wit,hout. being a.f:f'ccted by the traaocly which it 

co.usod. 

Yolscloy's 1JJO,Dcbto mizht ha.ve crivon b:l.m little room to 

lllonoouvro but ono wonders ii' a HltJ.ll wi -t.h more humility, c-..nd :pcrh::-~ps 

moro hUJ:IU.llity, could not hr-.vc lilQ,UC a arc-a.tor effort, to save th.o Zulus 

from themselves. It is oorc quibble to question the appointmant of 

Dunn, Ho.mu, Cl.I.ii. £'..ibhobhu over the 'ultrn. Usutus I J)..-.hu.lN.nn.zi, .'lnya.1nami. 

and Nd.Q.buko, when 0110 of -the u.ppointod chiefs did not cvon rosido in 

tho territory a.ssigned to him. F.E. Colon.so echoed the opinion of 

hor fo.mi.ly CUld tl1cir ini'luon·Hr~l following when she wro'to, 

"llavinrr t.hu.s orushod the Zalu nation bcnon:th his iron 
hool, Sir Carnot Volselcy pasaod on to :find fresh fields 
fo1· his :fc:vou.rite occupe.tion of' creo.tin~ a. stJ?ildn[; effect, 
va.rro.ntod to lo..E\t just as long n.s the ,,orld cares !o look 
before turning to tho next nev thing. i'ho usual 
subsequent collapce ooourred this til!le sooner than va.s 
cxpectod, o.nd corta.in inconveniently honest pc-rsons mn.uo 
it thoir business to prolong public attention till tbe 
illuminn.tcd vord •~ucccss•, f'ollo1-1ing over at Sir Garno·t.•s 
heels, a.nd cliepl~yod n+, the close of each exploit, began 
to flicko 26out, c..nd to rovoo.l tho black a.nil disraa.l vn.ste 
beuon.th." 

But juiging by the tone of the ro:port to his superiors in London, Sir 

Gn.mot felt tho 'illuminated word' vn.8 fl.n.shina a.s bright o.e evor. 

25. i)o Kimdat, op.cit., p.247. 
26. v.z. Coleuao, op.~it., Vol.I, pp.10-11. Por nn cxccllc~t 

criticial:l o.l tho settlemont aeo u. l!idor .lkgga.rd, £eW:Wi• 
and hi• whit.a neighbours. (IrUhner & Co., London 188:? pp.29-48. 
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"I ho.vo bostoved ua1ch ca.ro :i.nd conscientious thougbt 
upon -the solut.ion of the dii'ficult. problem vith vhich ve 
ha.vo t.o dca.1 :in this diata.nt part of the tlobe, and I 
h.o.vc la.boured wi tb tho gro~·~ aicJ of cs·~1Lbliahing fnr J.lor 
Ma.joaty•a subjects in South. A~rica., both whit1t c.nd coloured, 
n.s vcll a.s for this sJ>irited :peo1,le as;d.DSt vboLll, unh~ppily 
ve lm.vo boen involved in va.r, the ~during foundations or 
pc~ce, lui.ppinoss, and 1>rosporit.y." 

• 

'ZT. C-2482, !'fo.87, Wolseley to llioka Bea.eh, l/9/79, p.225. 
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CHAPTER TU:lEl: 

J3ISHOPSTOWE, TJm NATAL A'UTlIOl!ITIBS 

AND Tlill •WJIIT}~ .\DVISER.S' 

At Bishopatowe, noa.i· Piotermr.rit?.btll'C, the Bishop of Na:t,u.l 

and his to.cily ha.cl ,.,·atcl1od w·ith horror the coming· a.nd the fin~ 

trn,a~ ot tho Zulu. Va.r. Misl,-uiclccl at t.irlcn, 1)<!1:"ha.ps, hut, with a. 

pa.asiona.to concern for jusi;icc, Colcmso, in his efforts to cusuro 

tho.t the na.tivc rccca voro ·tu:oatcd in tho li'.;ht of Chr:tst.ic.n 

principles, .foll foul of tho colonfats, the Shepstone clo.n a.nd the 

?-Ia.to.l <idministr~tio.u, hu.t cntcreed •o. croa.t t'.l:'iblD'lo of 1u'rica.n 

froodor.i•, 1 o.nd l!lOl'e ospccially the champion of Ce·t;slnva.yo o.nd ·tJ.ic 

Zulu na.t.ion. Ho had boon opposed to tha Zu.tu war .. m,l., secina moro 

cloa.rly -tb.2n mont -tlle 1·en.J. ron::icms for ·'.;he c..t'tn.ck on Zululil.Ilc.1, 2 stood 

by Cot.slur~ n.s o. i'rioncl who :L'oli. deo_ply t,ho in;jus-t;icc tlu.vl; hacl been 

clono tho Zulu lti.ng. Af.tor the w~r ho ~tt~ckod the ~uthorities for 

their haJldling of the iulu problem. In the mo.ny tri~ls, which testoa 

to t.ho full their trust in the -white 1·ccc, the Zulu's fn.ith in 'Sobn.ntu• 

never wavered. 

!lis diligonco, o.pplico.tion o.nd :rainst:?.kin.~ !."l:ttcntion to d~ta.il 

can bo soon in Jds ,roi·lts puhlishod o.-t J3islm!'stowe for privn.te 

oirculn.tion, criticising Prcro' s roitd to i-rv,r and. Wolseloy• e set.tleroont. 3 

"Sllect after shaot or closely-printed im.ttcr issuct1 (for 
privo.te circulation) frOD1 his printing press at Dishopstmrc. 
Ho reprinted, ,:i,nnlyscd, nud a.nnoto.ted overy lee.ding 1.1,1:ticlc, 
evoi-y official. proclama.tion, oTory correspondent's letter 
that c.ppea.rod in Na.ta.l. on the Zulu Question. Ilc collected 
l.ni<'rm.~,ion with a. diligonce o.nd detc:;.mino.tion that no~·cr 
flam.fod. 4 

1. E.11. Brook.as n.ud C.do D.'llobb, .;\. History of ?ht:ft, (Univoroity of 
Nat~l rreas, 1965), p.105. 

2. Ibid, p.117. 
3. 't'ho Bi.ehop oi !-:a.tal, 'I e Coar■e of Political h'Vonts j_n :'.ululand 

(rrinted by Ma.zel'l& at the Biahop•a Pl"ese. 
4'. P.E. Colenao, !ho r!uiD of iyllll.o.nd, (William Riclgna.y, 1884), 

Tol.l• p.1'8. 



Afto:r u. lifo c!<lbroile<l in controversy, both polit,ioal and 

thoologiccl, Colonso wcs spa.rod tho ignominio1111 doaih ol hia prot.ep 
~ 

for ho hlilSclf died 0:1 the 20th Juno 1383.:., liia daughter 1 ~-~.me•• 

J..1lon, ·Look up tho c~.uoc, o.nd working from ·t,he me.torial. tho Di.ah.op 

awl allo luw. p:.:cpa.i~ed, :producccl tho tvo voluruos callod ·rho .?uiu of 

Zululu.r1~. 

-:i.ilCso l,ool-.:.~ 0,rc oorc t.h~.n n. vr,lunblc aourco of informri.tiou on 

-the :poriod, for the CoJ.cJ\no'a were clircet.ly involved in tho ovcnt.s 

occw:·.:·iug in Zulula.ucl r-:~ tht> tine. In 1;horn Hiss ColC'n&u sot out t.o 

:prove t.141.t ·U1c civil v.~r in iulula;rul was cnusod pri1DO.rily by the 

ulww.crs ::ind, u.t -liimo:::, ·l;hc m!'.l,ch.i,1ation."l 0£ the oi'ficia.la in lJa.·tlll • 

Her chief to.rgc·ts wi;rc Sir Henry rhllvor, the govornor of i!a;~l f:.:oci 

}!ci.rcb 18C2, !·folnoM1 Csl,orn, -t.ho British Il()aidcnt. who took up hiG poat, 

e yoo.r ca.J.·1io:r. E'-'ld Sohn Ghc~:">stonc, -tho Acting Socrcta.ry fo;:- !fativc 

·l;ho oyo,:; of Bisltorntowc ·Lhcsc mon ,:ere cfo-torminod to suppress a.ny 

u a:1:,tempt cy the 7.ulu pcoplo -to mn.ko lmown thoir loy.,..lt.y t.o tho king. 

Coleuso c.nd his supporter& beliovc<l tl1e.t by aurporting tlw n.1lpoiutod 

chio:Cn in opposition to the lJ:Jutu the n.uthoritics ·.rero oncourec;int; 

plundN· "-i.l<l violence o,nd <.1cnying tllc Zulu people any chiJJ1co or 

achivvinc thoir forvont, do:;irc 

would brinzr pee.cc to Zulul.n.nd. 

the ro:rtorn,tion of Ce-tsln~a~o vhich 

Tho supporl Givon -to the Uou-tu by tho ze::i.l.ota o.t Miahopat.ovo 

ha.d o. sicuifico.nt offcct on the civil s·~rifo and tho official o.ttitudo 

towo.r<ls tho Zulus who suwortod tho king. •r1110 aft or t,ime I mach t.o 

tho n:>no:;anca of government officials, tho U&utu ea.ma to lay thoir 

com;plo.ints be:foro the :Diabop and ask his a.clvlca. Tho officiu,lu, 

knowin;J Colon.so's e.t.ta.chi:acmt to Cctshwn.yo•s cause, bolicvcd that t,be 

advice he gavo 'them encouraged thsm to rOTolt. aco.iiwt the a.ppo~ecl 

chief.:,:; ~nd crco:t-c <listurb::i.nccs in order to discrodi t ·t.he set.tletteni 

o.nJ. e.tf oct -~he rea·i;,oro.tion of Cotsbwayo. ·nu.s would ownare th3.t thq 

5. Brookes Gild Webb, op.oit., p.112. 
6. P.E. Colen.so, op.oit., Vol.l, pp.z-ad.1. 



vere reinstated in position of J)Ower a.nd favour in Zululo.nd. 

Deputations, complaints and petitions concerning their treatment 

at the hands of the o.p1>ointed chiofs vo1·0 roga.ruecl Ly the 

administration first o.nd foremost as a.ttempts to discredit tho 

■cttlemont, rather than manifestation of logitirno.te crievn.nces 

against the actions of tho appointed chiefs. Norcovei· boca.usu 

tho Usutu fa.ction sa.w rcstoro.tion o...s the solution to their :problems, 

their deputations wore rocro,rded a.s attempts on the po.rt of o. 

royn.list. fo.ction to force the hands of the a.u·t;horities, in order 

that the Zulu royal house might once o.ga.iu n.ssume politica.1 po1-1~r 

in Zulula.nd. 7 

Tho question which plagued interested pa.rties was whether 

the Zulus u.s a. whole desired the return of their king: 8 the whole issue 

revolves around this question. The a.dminist.ro.tion said they dicl not; 

Diahopstove said they didJ but the question vas not answered 

sa.tisfactorily then and ca.nnot be ansvcrod with any corta.inty now. 

On the \lhole tho Zulu peoplo seem to hn.vo desired one thing: a. just, 

stronG, central f.!OVornmont vith roo.l o.uthority, be it black or vhito, 

7. A groat difficulty in this essay springs from tho fact that most 
of the in.formation avc.ila.blo on the subject comes £rom members of 
these two groups - the o.dministro.tion or the Colonsoites -
indepe4ent observers a.re rare, although both sides claimed 
olljectivity. 

8. It seems to hn.ve beon possible at the timo to collect 'irrefutable 
ovidonce' ror either points of view. Consider the co.so of Lo.dy 
Florence Dixie and Sir r:velyn \food who woro in Zululand a.t the 
sa.:;10 timo as mecbers of the so.mo party. Both attempted to find 
out the 'true wishos' of the Zulu people. In e-.:Hil2, ~fo.67, 
~ood to Kimberley, 12/9/83, p.104, Wood. writes, " ••• every Zulu 
vbom I met alone in my ride through Zulula.nd told 11,e, i.n. the 
courae ot conversation, the Zulus would not willingly go back to 
the old system which obtained under Cet■hwa.yo, preferring tho 
present ■y11tem." Dixie wrote, "It is enough bore to remark tha.t, 
during thla pilgrimage ot enquiry, I obtained that information 
which it has been tho work of bot.h resident and Government 
authoritiaa, and interested pa.rt,iea to keep conae&lod from tho 
public. 'nl&t intormo.tion oonaiat.a in an almost wiiveraal dosire 
on the part of the Zulu nation tor their king's return. See Lady 
Ploronce Dizie, In the Land ot Misfortune, (niohard Bem. ley and 
Son, 1882), p.396. 
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noblo or com.;1on. 'i'his security was deniod by the colonial polioie■ 

of the d(zy', o.nd confusion o.nd distortion ot the truth vaa tho roault. 

Wha.t mu~:t 1,c n.voide<l in ttiis 4'Bsny is the t..:-a.p into vhicb both vhite 

parties ,,ere forced - the noed to set up one :tn.ction OJ! the disturber 

of tho ponce o.nd tho othor as the upholder of lav a.nd ordor. 

! hope in this oss~.y I shall be a.blo -to avoid th0 "flrojudicoa 

or the bitterly opposed schools of thought. If the Governrnont 

o.fficie..1:'l were a.t tir.ies obstinate n.nd misinformed, in somo of' them 

vo soo mon of hur:1::i.nity struggling to clo right in o. situation \lhoro 

justice wns inpossil>le. If tho Bishopstowe p:::.r-ty wore prcjudicoc.1. 

in favour or the Usu-t:,u, n..nd too reo.dy to interpret dele.y on tJlc !)Cl.rt 

of the officb.ls a.s obstruction, and mis 1.mdc:r.sto.nclin,cr as dcco:i.t, we 

soc r,ien a.ml women 'Who, for tbo noblest moti vos, vore a.ttor.1p-tinrr to 

o.llevi~tc rco.l suffering ruld defoo.t inj~tice~ 

Gn the 9th February, 1880 o. sr.,a.11 party of hif!,h-i·a.oking Zulus 

arrivod nt llishopstowo sayinr, toot they ho.d boon sent by Ndo.bul~o and 

:-hiyamo.nC"~9 to speak for Cotshw~o a.nd ask tho rco.sons for his 

deposition, and to complain of their treatment by Zibhebhu. 10 

9. 
10. 

11. 

'i'hc deputation also brought~ petition fro~ the Groat Chiots 
on behn.lf of Cctzlnro.yo' s far.lily, who, th3y isaid, voro living 
in groat misery and discOOJfort, o.nd wore ill-treated and 
tyrannisod ovor by Zibbebhu, in whoso territory they bad boon 
1>la.cod. This chief had himself 'ea.ten up' the ca.ttlo vhioh 

shoultl have supportod the king's childrr.n ••• and nov insisted 
·that the princos, Cetshvo.yo' s brothors, should work for hie 
like common mon, and build hia kra.al, threatening that if 
they did not oboy him in this respect boforc the 1iext 'moon', 
he would turn thom o\tof his country a.ltogether. 

Vide supra pp.13-14. 
F.B. Colonao, The Ruin of Zulu.land, (WilliDD ~idg~"O.Y, London, 
1884), Vol.I, p.17. This account ot tho first doputations and 
their complaints is tnkon aololy from Colenso because the Natal 
officials were not aware tho.t there vo.s BDY trouble botvoen the 
rfo:ndblnka•i and tho Uautu at tho tine. Osborn vrot.e, "It is 
to bo observed that the acts ot oppression coa~ned of 
co~nood a.tt.er Undbuko' l!I viai t to l-1ai•i tzbu:rg Ltbat vaa in ~ 
188Qj and his int.entions became known to Usibebu. Up to that 
time there wa.s not na far n.a I knov, WlY' OPoD. disoord bet;veen 
the parties." See C-3182, Wood to Kimberley, Uo.34, 23/6/81, 
Hinute, nesident to \'ood, 31/5/81, p.37. 
P.E. Colenao, op.cit., p.18. Thi• paa■a(J8 could be the source 
of the commonly aocopted viev that Zibhebbu antagoni■ed the Usut,u 
royalty by mBking them portorm 'menial ta.aka'. It thl• i• •• 
then ve have only the U■utu• ■ word tor it. See c.T. Birma, 
The La.•t Zulu King. (Longma.na1 1961), p.181. 
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12 
The deputn~ion vas henrd iu the offices of tho S.N.A. but 

vaa told that all complaints noot l>e ran.do t,o the nowly-appointod 

rteaident, !fr. (;sboru. llnck in Zululand they went to tho Resident 

to complnin l',,::t'..ill of their troo.·l:,i:,c11t a. t tho ]1ands of 1/.i bho hhu. 

11• • .a uU!!lbor of Zulu chief's and bonclr.:mn vont to llr. Osborne 
(sic) tho '."osidcnt, and boza.n ·to sto.:l;e -thoil· complcints to 

hie, but he stopped thc;n, s.:1.yin~ tho.t ho wn.s not put there 
to hoar such complaints, vhich thoy uus-t sottlo n.mong 
thor.mclvcs; lie was a.1,poin-t.ed only to hc~r o.nd sec whether 
.Si:t· G~rnot \fol::.1cley' s laws vore ca.rriod ou·i? (sic). Upon 
this without ontcring £urtbor into the matters a.bout which 
they had co.::io - they .?.Bked loc.vo to c-o do\lll to the Hatn..l 
Govei·ru-.icnt vhich wc.s grnntod thorn in t.!10 i'orm oi' a 'pass' 
to 2~1·itzburg, in order to proceed to pay their ro.spocts to 
Iii::. :.:Xccllcncy." 13 

At tl10 end 0£ t:.:..y, ~·ocd vi·th the pa.ss Ndabuko hea.ded o. <le:putn.ti.on of 

200 :.:u1us ""hich incluclecl, accordin;:: to Colcnso, -the roprcscnta.tivcs or 

sovon appointed chiefs, to interview the officio.ls in Natal vho once 

oga.in told -1:,ho.:n thn.t all conpln.ints had to bo beard by t'l:lc 11osidont 

in Zululo..1.cl. 

Dy sending the Zulus be.ck o.nd £01·th tb.c No.tal of.ficin.ls vore, 

n.ccording to Dishopntowe, "chao.tine the simple Zulus out of t,ho 
1£' :promised attention to th,dr complc.ints and prn.yers." r A study of 

tho docw.iouts howover raven.la that whilo tha action.a of the authorities 

r.iight ho.vo sccraod to have boen deliberately obstructive, n. strong co.so 

can be built up in their doi'enco. 15 

12. 't'ho .Acting Gocrctn.ry for :ia.tivc Affairs in Uo.to.l, J.'rl. Shepstone. 
13. F.E. Golcnso, op.cit., p.28. 
14. Ibid., p.34. 
15. It is impossible in this ossa.y to study oll the nccusations made ~J 

the Coloruso's ago.inst the officials, but one exwnple must be given 
of hov, in apito of their passion for the truth, they could tlistort 
the issue r..t ato.ke. 'l'he first dopu-ta.tion vae turned o.wa:, by tho 
Ua.t.a.1 of:ticia.ls :tor foa.r of encroachin[C upon tho Resident's 
authority. Shepstone soems to ba.vo genuinely foa.rod tho co~soquoncos 
of listoning to Usutu cooplaints and aasuaing the official functions 
of tbo !k>siclent, for if the Natal officials did so ·t.hoy 11ruo.y be 
placed in most Wlplea.aant pos i -tiona". Soe J. ~f. Shops tone 's report of 
the mcotigg with l1dabuko, 26/5/80, Zululo.nd Corroapondcnce, Govornmont 
llouae Collection, 677. (This collection is honcoforth ro£errcd to o.s 
G.11.) The second doputa.tion voa given a pass to "po.y their respects" 
and not to make their eomplainta to tho authorities, nnd vhon they 
began to list their complaints they vere rel"'used ~ hearing on those 
g:rounda. As it was, in a pi t.G ot !.>'bepetono I s desire to awid 
encroaching on t.he Heeident•s authority his meeting vith Ndabuko 
caused an incident which annoyed Osborn and for which he blamod t.he 
Acting Secrota.ry for mocldling in tho o.ttaira of Zululo.nd "without o.ny 
reference to 1119". See Caborn t.o Colley, 18/7 /So, G.H.677. llbat of 
Oeborn • • ref'ucu to list.on to complaint.a by tho Usutua? Firstly if 
he had. in m1ncl Voleeley'• reprimand to Wheelwright (quotod on P•)l.\) 
tor interfering in tbo internal affairs of one of the territories, he 
could ha.Te ouily haw taken auch an a:t.ti tude. 1-.=ven it this vero not 
tho caae YO IIWlt remember, thai ve have only the U■utu voraion of the 
inolden~. They might not ban aeliberatoly distorted the truth but 
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A mr.:1bcr of J'°ints o.rico out of the o.:r-:rivnl of t.hoao 1.vo 

dc1mtn.tions which must be k.opt in mind when the courao of events in 

Zululo.nd o.re consicJ.~retl. I-'irstly, duriJl.l! the "Wli--..r~_..of 1879~0 in 

the o-pcning months of tho sottlcr:ent, unbckno'-'Tl tn the :a.te.l officials, 

rosontrncnt hn.cl r;rovn up hetw-oon the llou-tu n.nd ~10 •.:n.ndhlaltn.zi • 
• 

iuvcsti.~a;tion abowod tlutt ~uch of thin ha.d its origin in the fo.c't tha.t 

t.ho o.ppointN1 chief's hn.d heon ordered to collect. .[.tWlS xul tho l.:inc' s 

co.ttle which wore hidden o.wo.y in lo:nals o.11 ove1.• Zululnnd. ~econdly, 

t,hc Usut,n, on l1oin~ told by Osborn that ho could uot se-t,tlc -thoir 

disputes boca.1.l.'3c of the rost'l'ictions pla.ccd on llim by the scttlc!:1ont, 

o.ttci!lptotl to seek re<lrcss by petitioning the authori-'.,ios in ~;n,-'.;,a.l. In 

doing so ·t,j1cy souaht the counsol of the Dishop of Natal aud, iu the 

eyes of the officials thoso deputations took on ·t.ho colour of politicnl 

aei ta.tion u.nd .:i. preosurc ITroup, rB'thor than an a.ttompt to right 

injustices. 

The first Hri tish !tosidont in Zululo.nd vu.s W • .I,). \/boolrir-)1t "ho 

h~d ,roviously l>een o. mn.cistro.to in Na.tn.l. 

tbo followincr cor.uno.ndt 

..\mong his in~tructions wo.a 

w,Jhilst c.lwa.ys rcn.dy to ~tivo o.dv..i..ce to the C'hiofs of 
Zululn.nd, you will exercise no authority ovor them or their 
people,. Should you ohsorvo in thom o.ny doparture :froLl t,ho 
conditions 0£ their Chicfta.i1usbip to which they as~ontod, 
you mn.y rcoonstro.to with t.hem, stating to them tha.t you 
u1ust report upon their eon<!.uct to your Govcrnr.ient, but you 
will be ca.roiul to issue no orders to thorn in rega.l.·cJ. tu tho 
ua.tt.er of complaint. ttl7 

All rna.tters had 'to be reported to tho Lioutona.nt Govornor of Nn:tr,l or 

the High Co::nissionor, and the ~sident's firs·i task va.s to na.rk out 

the bounilitrios of the thirteen territoriea and collect tho cn:ttlo 

,micb had previously belonged 'to tho king. 18 

Th~ collection o~ the king's cattle and of fir~-o.rma vn.s to be 

co.rriod out by tho appointed chiefs. Indeed, seeing tbo.t tbo Resident 

a ~i•under■t.anding could ha.vo occurred. The official• might be 
fa.ultod for boiq ahort-sigbtod in their denlincs Yith the Z111• 
but not, on this ooco.aion, for che&tin.g thom • 

• 
c-2482, No.87, W'olaoloy to Hicks Dea.eh, 3/9/79, F..ncloaure 21 

Inauuationa to tba Dritieh Reeideni, p.225. 
Ibid. 
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h.tu1 no police fo:.•co at his dicposa.l c.t thc't tine, they wore the only 

men in ~ulula.nd vho could hn.vo curried out such a. tc.sk; but to instruct 

thirteen r.10n w-ho bad been newly plo.ccd in c.uthority end uw.ny of -wboCJ 

vo1.·a ha:lied .ib.1.· good roa.5011 o.nd woro ku.om1 ior thoi1: groed ru1.d 

duplici·ty, vas to open the cloor to ii·oublc. Iu -!-,he yea,ro ·l;o come 

whon tho Zulus voro rccow1tiug the cn.usca of disr1utc o.nd bloodshed, 

many vcrc to tr.:i.ce tile start of ·those quarrels to t.hc ai,·'.,era:p;.,s by tho 

o.ppointcd chiefs to collect the king-' s c.":.ttlc ;md the 0,:;.·r.1::i P..nd 
1c, 

Q.1:tz;:1W1ition vh.ich were sproa.d throu~out Zulula..-rid. -;, 

I-t, would scoru .:i.s ii' dw.·ing tho firs·b fcv l'.lont.hs o:f tbc 

set-tleccmt m(llly of the Zulus ,,c1·c bcvilclcrcd c.nd conf'u.scd. 

a. t~vollor in the cowrt.1.-y wm to tho.t 

In October 

"The Zulus ha.ve no confidence in ·!:,he present scttlcrJou-t 
of ·their :iffn.irs, ;:,.nd .. --ant to know where the Governn~ent, is 
coin~ to place their chie~O who is to settle their u.isputcs 
n.n.J. koop tho lend quiot." 

Rumour wns rifo a.nd natives froCJ No.ta! and -the ',:'ransva.a.l, cla.ir.1ing to 

ro1>rcsent ·l;ho o.uthoritios, claimod cattle fi·or:1 the rru-Ilible Zulus/ 1 

DospH,e the o.tu1osphere oi' uncortcinty Ub.eclwrighJ..; luvl a. 

comp .. -i.ra.tively poacoi'ul timo as :?csidcnt. 

disturbP-cl the umasy co.Ira before tha st.oriu. 

v:aly a. fc-w- incidents 

';'he U su-t. u n.m1 

lhndhlnkazi rivulry ,rhich wo.s just bog-inning occurred, it would seem, .. 
vit.lwui, the Heaidont.'s knovlcdr;c. 

"outro.ges" ou so:.no of his pcoplc. 23 :-0.a.ndela. was thron.tcnod ·..rith 

doposition t~r refusing to co-operQ.tc with tho bounda.ry commission 

19. See \l.Y. Cnmpbell, 'with Ca o in the Inka.ndl1la and the Present 
State of tho Zulu Oue■tion, r. Do.vis and Sona, Durban, 1883, 
y,.14, for ono ex.ample. The Ulue ilooks offer many others. 
J.Y. <iibson, TI1c Story of the Zulus, (tongma.ns, Green a.nd Co., 
1911), p.226, sots out clearly the foolishness of such a move 
a.n<l ita con::equencoa. 

20. w. Co.clpbell to f4creta.ry- of NntiTo Affair■, 24/10/79. ~ululand 
.Archives I r..caident Commisaionor and Ma.gistrnto, Despa.tches received 
from tho Lieutenant-OoTOrnor of Natal, Vol.I. (This collection 
is heroa.f'ter rcferrod to o.s Z.A.) 

21. Ibid nnd 0■born to Colloy, 5/11/80. G.H. 677. 
aa. ¥.iall.a ■II!!_~. 
23. Wheelwright ~o Dulver, 4/11/79, G.H.677. 



(probo.bly throup;h inebriation r.l.t.hcr tho.n i-.isul,o:•diu~tion) but 

escaped by 110.yin~ r.. i'inc of 100 head o:f en. ttl c. 2,4. "i.'bc Dordo1· Ageut 

o.t Ucrvoti, Hr. Th.nnin, vho iuf"ormocl the S.:K.; ... 's oi'ticc than. ~ 

ind1.L"l.i. h~u conplo.inod t.o him tlln.t. ho hn.d l1oc-n u.ttn.cl~e:d by en impi of 

?:-
Dwin~' s-:., rc-ccivcd n l'CpritJr:.ml frou 1iolsclcy, tncl ,,11oclvrir:ht hinBolt 

~11s told uot. to interi·<Jro il1. ·t,hc donostic ~-.fi'tth·s o:f o.u <!.:,"llC'lint,e:d 

· , ,.. , . d • t, 26 chief ~:-ho~r. r-.ction. \i'olseloy co.us1dorod bOiil~ '1100 au JW1 • 

" ••• l would like to point out. to your :.:xcclloncy tlw;:; a. 
m.a:t.to:c such u.s this is ho.rdly ono cal.liuc for the 
intorvonLic·.1 of the British I~osidcnt. I quito o.aroo 
uit.h the view John Dunn a.:ppca.rs -to hold thr.,t the rcfcrcnco 
oi" sucb oc. ttm.·.::: of intorn('.1 r~ovornment to the B.ri ti;ih 
r:'osiC:.cnJ,.; r.1us·t. so l:on.kc.m the nuthority 0£ imlcpcndont. 
(,11ici'~ :.i.s to 1·011<lor their offoctivo rule i.mpossiblo. 027 

··1\0clwri,~ht, however, did not s-f;r.y loll'J in his posi,., Pcrhnpa, 

as ?rorris t,hinlrn, ho saw the writing on the va.11 "o.s soon as ho had 

time to take tho tom-per of tl:t> cowr!;.ry, ant .. :..·c~lisod thn:t; his o-wu 

28 
position, 1.mdof'ir..od a.nd powarlooa, ,-ms little more ·t,bo.11 o. sha.r.1. 11 

rfcl!:10·i;h Osborn wa.s c.ppoiutod o.s t.ho new British "f.eaidont. 

''.;'o t-hiR ••• office v:-.s t1.p!)ointcd Nr. (ELftorwn.rds Sir) }lelmoth 
Osborn, till then, since the o.nncxe.tion of the Ti·c.nsvao.l, 
th(' Govornr:1on't Secrctm.--y in t.hu;l; territory, and provioWJly 
well b~o,m Mlonsst the Zulu~ and other ~outh ; ... frican ur-.. ·t;ivos. 
His t:-..sl.. ,ms 0:10 of rrroa.t difficulty, llov d.ifi'icult will 

;:,erbo.ps never ho fully realised. His poeit,ion w~ one in 
,rhicll it 1ra.3 difficult to obtain credit for ·the trouble he 
prevented, because 0£ tho lnrge amount of ~rouble ~hn.~ 
occur1·cd. 1129 

Or>e of -the first 11rouleMs with ,rhich Osborn bud -~o .lca.l vn.s 

tlm:L of the lfsutu deput.n.tions. Firmly ho told tbo ?.ulu roya.lty that. 

his paver ""'·s limited and explained thn~ he had diplol!l:l.tic powers only. 30 

24. Bul.wor to iolael9y, 14/11/79 o.nd 2r;/11/79 1 13ulvor to '1111oolvright, 
413180, z •. \., Vol.I. 

25. Dulvor -to \fheelvrir:ht, 3/11/79, F.noloaure, Special Dorde-:r .l\gent, 
Umvo-ti -to actinc Secrot.nry £or Native .Af'fa.ira, Vol.I. 

26. bulvor to l3ri tisla P.esidcnt, 19/12/79: lncloaure, '1'ol11elcy to 
Buhrcr, 12/12/79, Vol.I. 

27. Ibid. 
28. ii.It. }·Io::.~ris, r.1."lw Wo.ahixw, of the 8DOars, (Joru1.thn.n Co.po, 1966),p.5~. 
29. J .I.Gibson, The Stog of the Zulu.«J, (T.om~cm.r:u,, Green and Co., 1911 ., 

p.222c-
JO. Viele supra p.12. 



Prot1 -the Bluo Book.a it would appear tha.t dospito minor inci<lont,s tho 

ecttlm::ient vn.s OTlor.itin.~ \voll nnd lo.tc in 1860 Colley reported to the 

Coloniu.l crricc t.hnt ",mclcr the new regime tho Zulua are enjoying 

31 
n. J>Cv,co and o.n 0,~1ount of liberty praviously unknown to ·Uw:a" , u.ucl 

Osborn wro-to thee "np t.<' the pranont time peace and quie·tHess continue 

to prcvu.il in Zululc.nu. n32 

T..ut these expressions of confidence which can be fou.iid in 1J1c 

Othor rlocttmcnts rcvea.1 tha;i., Osbo1·n, in 

: .. u,,i.s·t, o.m1 Scptor:1bcr 1880, m1.s seriously conccrnou. at,ou·::. tl.J.o situation 

in Zuh1lu.nG. ::i.mJ. si1hrai ttoc1 rc!)orts on ·l;ho so·l;tlomont in ... hich :i10 

33 sur,gcstcd -thc..t extensive n.1-tcra.tions be mD-dn. Osborn believed that 

the only n.n.s1rnr tu the pr.oblem vo,s n.nnoxn.tion and the n.ss"Wllr:ri;ion of 

proper govcrrunc:r~ by F.ri tain. Since this ;.""C-s iopossi1llo he SU[!gos·(;cJ. 

1:J:i.:::.t white sub-residents be appointed vith co.eh chic£, and tltn.t a 

unifonn hut ta..-c ho collected for tho chief's by ·l;he sub-rcaiclont end the 

uonoy bo used for public services and for the cat,a.blislu-.ieut of 

civilising institutions lilte industrio.l schools. 

I feel corn.~incod o.r the importance of somotbing being done 
i.;.:;.-::cc.ic.tcly ••• , in o~cler -'i:,o 1ircvcn t crn=chy, n.s the ~xis-ting 
st.'.:l.tc of affa.irs crumot la,st, much longer wi-J;hout scriNIB 
rcsul·ts. 3 

Privu:tcl.v Colley u.r;rccll with Oshorn thouEh he did not sul,rn~+, hin pla.ns 

for impr,,viug tho set-t,lcma11t to the Colonial Office heco.trno "thcro a.re 

soiae aitprcsaiom1 in it n.s to the l.11J.!3:J.tisfn.cto1-y ,,rorltint:; oi' tho ;11:csont 

system which mi~ht scom rather to contra.diet the r.1oro genor:llly 

:35 fa:l"ouro.'hl c report gi von a few ,.,col:!"J ago." Sir Tiwophilus ~hc1>stoue 

36 
n.lao though'\...Gaborn'a :m:wcstions sow.~d, and OisLorn qw,~tionc<l sowe 

of tho chiefs, who likecl f,bo idoa. of ho.vina whi to o.dviscrs. 37 In the 

31. 
32. 

33. 

u. 
35. ,,. 
37. 

<'-2783, No. 7 Po:naroy Colloy t.o Kimhorlcy, 20/11/80, :p.10. 
C-.."733, 1:0,, 7 Pomeroy Colloy to Kiml>0rloy, 20/11/30, Enclosure 1, 
nritish ileaidont to Colley, 5/11/80, p.ll. 
i'a-itish Roaident., Zululu.nd, ~anut.e of working of the Zu1u 
Set,tloment, 4/9/80, o.H.677. 
Ibid. 
Colley to O■born (1.rivo.te let-tar), 27/9/80, G.ll.677. 
T. fhtpatone, Memo on Osborn's minute, 18/9/80, G.H.677. 
Colley to Oaborn {priT11t.e letter), o.H.6T'(. 



26. 

light of such correspondence it is difficult to bclie..-e the ch~r(Je 

macia by the Colcnso's and others that the officials_ ra.seivoly vn.tchccl, 

o.nd porhnps n.idc<i., the 11ruin of Zululo.nd". 

On Scptcml>er 17th Zillhebhu applied -for 1,c1,:nission to go to 

Pictermarit~bm·a 3 for, he said, ho wished "to sr.tisfy his <mriosU,y. " 39 

In Pietor1:1n.:c-itzburg l.ibhebhu saw .i!o1..1croy Colloy ,,ho 1.'0W1cl hit:1 "n.n 

intelligent and well dis1iosed ma.n11 • Collay o.l~o gave hin his opinion 

or. thC! st.a.tus of the 1•oya.l family that resided in Zibhcbhu' s ·territory. 

11I took the op:portuni ty of ex:ple~ininf.! to him clearly tho.t I 
did not. recognise any claims to chioftn.inship on the r,o.rt 
of Cetchwayo 's re~.ations but considered them to be w1dor 
Usibebu, o.nd ho to be a.ns..,cra.blc for them, precisely en in 
the en.so of cmy ordino.r;:r native residing in his district. 114 

Zibhehhu ~.n.s also interviewed Ly 1'1.Laophilus Shepstone. 'l'bey discussod 

aspects of the settler.tent, the trouble with the Usutu and th~ proposed 

41 
o.ltcrn:tion to the settlement put i'orwarcl l>y Osborn. 

11'.lihebu so.ill they deserved consicleration a.nd o.fter thanking 
me took leave, sayi;:iG he wish~d to soe all tha:t. wa.s ·l,o be 
seen, u.nd ·{;hat the next day he proposed to ao to 'J,urh:.>..r.' in 
the .:,:dlwn.y. 1142 

Soon after Zib!10bhu lci'·I:, for rrurban Sir 'l'heophilu11 roceivcd n. letter. 

:m. 
39. 

40. 
41. 

42. 

"I sec Usihebu is here; I hca.rcl of:::?. young man stating 
he ho.d been made his "Prime Hinist.er''; -thct the pay "Wtts -t.o 
k·.lf the fines inflicted by him; thc.t he ha.d o.rra.nged to 
try all co,ses as such Prixae Mi.nist.er; that it vould be a 
r>;J..ying thing; tho.t his younger brother wa.s to stP.y t,his 
~icle of the '1'ugela to receive all cattle o.nd produce to 
realise (sic) a.s he di(l not intend. to risk kee:pinEi them 
therH, a.,d thr..t he would be able to rotiro in a couple of 
yc:u-s 01· so. ~l'his is u. fad, and I cbrc so.y you vould like 
to know it, so I write. '.fue Zulu Country ought to be 
properly settled; the3o yol.Dlgfallows will :put everything 
in a blaze before long! Unfortunate Zulu people! jfo 

wonder that this Chief hesitated to give he~rty ~sscut to 
my propos:1.ls, ceeing tbe.t they were aimed a.t protect.in~ the 
poople lrom his tyro.nny c.nd aV3.rice, a.swell as hicself from 

Osboru to Colley, 17/9/80, G.Il.677. 
i-~emorn.ndwn of Sir TI Sbeps·Cono I s interviev on the 9th NoTembe£ 
with Ziboba 1 G.H.677. 
Colley to Osborn, {priva.to lottor), 12/11/80, G.Il.677. 
1•:emornndum of Sir T. ~hepstone' s interviov on tl1e 9th Nowmber 
with Zibehu, G.H.6TT. 
Ibld. 



tho COl1Soquo~1ccs ot thorn, vh')n ho remot1l,cred -t.ho wickod 43 
OOl:ll'l(~Ct ho hru1 o:1tor0u into ,r5. th t'~ w!1i tc-::?~'."l to ro'!, thn□• n 

blnr.c?" 

'.'1.to ,.,.ere t1thcsc youn~ follo-;,s who lrill put ~vorythin~ in o. 

'!'hr most imJl()rton:t of' t.hczu va,~ JC1lmn i:dlli::w Goluuhrci;ndor, 

n.nd n.raont!Ct thn ot.hora vcre vrosvonor .. Jo.rko, Jolu1 :i~cralcy cl.ll(l i:l. :aan 

by the- no.Mo of HcAlH.s lier. It VaB Colonbre.ndar who playctl -the most 

inportn,nt ::'.'<-;rt in the histo1:y of Z.ibhebhu's battles with the usu✓.:.u 

Dot"n in 1855, the 1.'i.fth cllil<1 0£ t~ Dutch settler, l~o left 

school ~t -tho n.:;o of thirteen to work c:. a. butcher u.ncl ;,;ton tu:i:ncu. 

to lmr.-t:i .. na n.nd trnclinr,- .. 

mad0 con-Lt":.ct vith ·M1e .1.iandhlclm.zi nnd -trn.<lcd with them. . \:f·t:.or 

scrv:i.n~ in -the Zulu lle.r Colonbr.:.ndor ,.rent bn.cl-:: to tre.din.r~ v.nd. uti.s 

Dunn wr..s in close cont-a.et wi·i;h 

ZibhobJ1u ~nd i-t :roll to Colonbrn.ndor to n.c-ti c.s nn e:missai-y bctlro<'n 

tbcni ~til f'!olcnl:iro.:ndor went to reside pt'1:-mancn-f:.ly with Zilihchhu. In 

Zilihohhu' s territory Colenbro.nder set him.self' u:p ~s o. "i:,1.·o..uer a.nu. 

built hinsel£ a storo. 

~'Pro~:1 tbo 1){>::inr..int:: Colcnbrundor wn.s lil:cd ~nd t,rus bed jy 

7.i l)chhlm nn<l ,m,o c'l.cocr.il1ccl in a..ficr ycn.rs .:.t:.:; ·!;ho Chief' n 
arlvisor ~.n<l co:nficlcnt.inl n~~er4t ••• "' 5 

Witb 7,~_bhoblm Colenbrn.n<l.cr orrra.n5.::;cu and trainotl e co:vclry squadron 
of c;or.r- ·i.;,,en-ty-
ot sonc iiwonty-:tivo .. .rarriors which, ::icco!"di..~ to hir.1, VC$ to protect 

Zibhcbbu's terr.i.tory i'roin n:ttn.clrn f:i.4 0:1 tllc t-ribes ·l;o "t,he south. .tha 

pa.rt Colenbrnndor ::_->lRyod in tho civil vc.r l>eccmo the :oJubjcct o:r hen.tcd 

0011t1·ove1•:3y: -tJ.10 Nr:;t,,.l of>i'icials considorod hir:i nn n~itn:lior ,:hoso 

n.ct~o11s c.cld11ii to tJ1e intcn::;ity of tho civil vo..r o..nd lihe Colom,o's 

43. Ibid., Homo, lfove.mbor lJ·l;h 1880. This report, sent. to flhopstoni1 
ia anoJ\Yf..iOUD. '.t."ho young cnn refer1·ed to wo.s probn.uly 
Colonbrander l."hoac yowiger brother, Honry, would have been 
f itto,m a. t 'Cte tir.io. 

44. I hn.vc take;. ~11 the i:r.formQ.1.ion on Colenbra.nder from B.11.Kemp, 
Johrl \..rilliam Colcubre.ndor, (Docto1·0.l thosis, UnivE-rsity of No.to.l, 
19!,2). 

45. Ibid, p.35. 



thoucht of him n.s n. morcon.a.ry bon.t. on lootin(! and plundering th• 

Zulu nation. 

Thus by tho ond of 1880 tho stage was set for the civil war 

in 1/.ululruul. 'I'ho lia.ndhlakn.zi o.nd their sympa.thisora hn.d given 

offence to tllo Usutus who bn.d o.ttomptcd to (~in rodross by 

pctitioninrr the officin.ls i'oi· the rostoro.tion of Cotelnrayo. 'ibo 

crovonunont ofricinls hn.d cot.1mittod thomsolvos to su~port tho actions 

of the o.p:pointod chiefs while tl1c Dishopstove fo.ction ho.d placod 

thocasolvcs solidly behind the 1•oyo.list.s. 

by vhito adventurers who ha.d entered Zululand. 

bogo.n in ca.rnost. 

In 1881 tho civil wo.r 



29. 

CIL\P'l'Ef? F'OU.1 

1881 : Hi\'NDIILAJUZI AGAINST USUTU i\ND A ClL\NGB 

I?l OPPICL\L ATTITUDES 

It vo.s in tho northern territories tha.t the most serious 

outbreo.ks of violonco occurred. In Hrunu' s torri tory ?-inyn.mn.no. and 

his following, and tbo intonsoly royalist AbBQulusi tribo 1 complained 

of cattle soizuros nnd l.llljust .fining. Ilo.rau on the otho1.· hand sont 

raeaaages to the Pi-0sidont objecting to tho fa.et -tl1a.t mo.ny of tho 

people undor him refused to recogniso him a.s chief. Soon aftor 

• Ndo.buko roturned from his visit to Pietorrna.ritzbura in. t!ay 1880 

Zibhebhu sW!lmonod the princo to his kraal nnd pWlishcd him CJld his 

followers for raakinrr the trip without his a.ut.hority 3 by seizing sorno 

of their cattle. At the samo tuno he oxacted further fines, on -(;he 

grounds that thoy hatl hoen concealing frora him sor.ie of -cho king's 

cattle which ho ho.cl beon ordered to colloct. 4 Complaint aitor 

coapln.int Ya.a sent by tho Usutu to -(;ho Tiesidont o.nd by .April 1881 it 

was realised tho.t positive a.ction ho.d to bo ta.ken, o.nd Sir L'vclyn 

Vood, who wn.s o.dministei·ing tho Government after tho dca.th of Colley, 

telc:,-o.mmed the Colonin.1 Office requesting thBt Osborn might 'inquire 

judicially' into tho dillputo betwoen lrda.buko, Usiuctu nnd Zibhobhu, 

and -then roport to Wood for his decision on the mattor. 5 After this 

requost vus gran~ed Wood o.skod if he could nssumc tho rolo of Quoon's 

6 7 reprosen~tive, and -this too was given. 

l'hua tho realities ot t.ho situation in Zulula.nd forced the 

1. Vide supra. p.13. 
a. W:i• & !9 11 .. 
J. Memoramlum ot Sir T. Shepatono's intorviow on tho 9th November 

with Zibebu. G.ll.671. 
4. Oabom to Colley, 12/10/80, Qiclosure, 2/10/80, G.ll.677. Viele -aupra, i-.22 •. 
5. C-3182, Vood t.o Kimberley, No.14, 13/4/81, p.24, (Telegro.phic). 
6. C-3182, Yood. to Kimberley, No.19, 29/4/81, p.25, (Telegra1lhic). 
7 • C-3182, Kimberley to Wood, No.21, J0/4/81, p.26, (TeloHro.phic) e 



authorities to go a.~inst tbo basic premise of the set.tlcmont. - that 

tho ~sident v~s to h~vo diplocw.tic povera only, and that ~be vhit.o 

authorities voro not to interfere in the intorna.l affairs of the Zulu 

people. It wn.s not that there was a.1~ chango in -tho attitude ot t.he 

Colonial Offico tovards Zululn.nd, 8 Indcod tho disastrous vn.r vhich 

Drit.n.in bad fouirht vith the Tra.n.sVOAl in vhich tho Govornor ot No.tn.l, 

Sir George Pomoroy Colley, ha.cl lost his lifo, 9 had only intonsified 

tJ:e ir do sire not to n.sG1u:ic further rospousibili ty in Sou-th Africa. 

Despite this sor.10thinc ho.d to bo done to rasolvo tho disputes botveon 

tho Usutu and the n.ppointod chiefs, Ha.mu o.nd Zibhobhu, and Vood docidcd 

to intcrveno. 

'l'his is ono of tho significant events in tho history of tho 

poriod. In donninc the L,o.ntlc of o.rl>i tra.tor tho a.uthoritics placed 

themselves in c.n ovon more difficult position, for they had not the 

coorcivo force at their cor. .. '110.nd to implcr.iont their decision.a. 'l'oo 

often the party which obeyed n.n order to lo.y dawn their o.rcs wns 

"en.ten up" by a. pn.rty vhich had chosen to disror;a.rd t.b.e 01·der. Too 

often fines went unp~id. P.otribution seluo~ followed beyond the 

vcrbn.l threa.ts and protests of tbo Resident. Without tho noccsaa.ry 

force o:t their cotlmo.nd tb.o officials had to wo.tch helplessly o.s their 

decisions wore ioiorod, their commands floutod and tho guilty prospered 

vhilo the innocont suffered. ;1'hon thoy chose to a.rbi tra.tc in tho Zulu 

disputes (a "choico" vhich wc.s in fa.et forced on them by -the Tery 

set-tlemont vhich forbade such in-terventiou) wit.bou-t the ability to p11t 

thoir decisions into effect 'lihoy fotmd themselves aa.nctiouing o.na.roby'. 

l/hilo the officials spoke in terms of justice and eqµiiiy, in Zululond 

might was right o.nd only the .titteat survived. 

s. 

9. 

Kimberley, the Socrotary of State tor t.be Colonios, roitoro:t.oa, the 
Colonial Office's determination to stand by -the sott.loment in 
C-3182, Kimberley to Wood, No.41, 19/8/81, r,.66, (Tele::,,rapbic}. 
Jt~.II. !lrookea and c. de ll. \/ebb, a Iliatorz of ?:a:t.nl 1 (Uninraity of 
Not.al Presa, 1965), p.148 and p.156. 



31. 

In Jwio 1881 Vood suboittcd to Ki~borloy tho dotails of the 

10 inquiry bold betoro the l~eaidont in April. In the Resident's 

proaonco tho Usutu cha.reed tho o.ppointod chief's, I?n.mt and Ziblicbhu 

with nwmrous oowtts of arbitrn.ry seizing of co.ttle c.nd unjust 

punishconts. ?~a. o.nd !ido.buko must hri.vo spent some tir.10 

colloctinff witnosaes n.nd evidence to support their ca,30. From this 

o'ri.donce thoro omerrres o. picture of months o:f 1>ott,y qun.r1.·ols, 

akirmiahos and seizures. The Usui;u p::u··ty domarnlod to know ivhy they 

bod been r,uniahod for thoy claimed to ho.vo brolrnn- no laws a.nd only 

vishod to "sit quietly". Host of t!le cho.r1;:os centro<l r,,rouncl the 

collection of tho king's cattle. The Uautu clairnod thut Zibhebhu 

had collected cn.ttlc which harl ncvor liolonicd t,o ·l;he king and imposed 

:f'inea for tho retention of tlw king's ccttlo whoro none hu.d l)eon 

retained. Vit.noss a:f'tor witness ce.me forward to testify thnt 

Zibhebhu and Hnynmo.na. ha.d made \D'ljWJt seizures. \-/hen all the 

evidenco bad boon led ?·hlynma.no. stn:ted t.hat c. toto.l of 2870 h?c.d of' 

cattlo had been seized by llo.r.m and !.J'dabuko cln.imod that Zibhobhu b~d 

taken 1140 head from his Usutu following. 11 

Zibhebhu de£ended bicsolf, not 1,y de!\)'in,.'.J tbo 1:mjority o:f the 

ohn.rgos (a.lthough he believed theto to l>e exaggerated), but, by 

justif,}"inr; the sciZUI'OB in tho.t they ,roro no.do in o,ccordc.nce with his 

authority a.a appointed chief. He had been ordered to collect guns e.nd 

tho roya.l cattle and he l1a.cl carried out this order, fining thoso parties 

whom ho consiclored ho.d kopt these items from hi~. As chief he 

orbitro:ted in disputoa nnd nt times finod ·t.hoflo porlies whom he 

considerod to bo guilty or o:f'fencos. Morcovor ho clo.imod that Ndr.huko 

10. C-3182, Vood to Kimberley, No.34, 23/6/81, p.34, a.nd Hinutcs o.nd 
~loauros. This long despo.tch reno.la o.11 the difficulties o.nd 
oontuaions ot the situation end the oxtromo a.vkvardncss of tho 
Ue■ident•s position. 11bile it appears that much of tho Usutu 
ondence lllight have been true, the defence put forward by the 
Cbieta wo.a di~tioult to c~untcr. Thie defence rostcd on tbo 
premiae that by punishl:ig their aubjeota they were only a.ctini? in 
aooordanco with t.ho inetruotiona, and e.aercieing tho powora, 
gi~n to them on t.heir appointment. 

11. Ibid., p.41 and p.51. 



. . 

nnd mcr.1bors of his fa.ction had bean conspiring aeo,inst his auihorit7, 

(fo.:- inntanco whon i;hoy 11cnt a. doputn.tio:::1 to Piotormarit.zburg) s.ud he 

had finoc1 individu..-,.ls ~01· t.his. 

J.11c inquiry rovoala o.11 tho cou :t'us ions tmd diff icul tios of 

t.h~ s i tun. ti O!l. It would r.ocu as if a.U'f;hori ty ha.d becoruo dividod in 

the northern -territories of Zululc.nd, but uot throuah dolibera.t.o 

aui-hetiou on the Zulu princes' i:a.rt. \fucroa.:s, bcforo the Zulu war 

the jud;traeut of a. chief ~10uld never have been questioned, the loy:i.l t.y 

to o.n o.:ppoin.ted chici' yn,o in L,c.ny ca::icc n.u o.rtii'icia.l thine, and many 

Zulus vho fol t they hn.d been unjustly trcc:tc<l hy the a.pr,ointod chief 

uont ovor -'i;o his recognised rivrc.ls - in this ea.so the mo1abo1.•s oi' t.bc 

royu.l family vhosc presti~o spruni rrou the attitude of r.inny Zulus to 

the deposed dynasty. It wo.s in this ra::J.Il..,."Wl.' thn.t Jfaiycna. c.ud o·libor 

of Zi.bhebhu's brothers went. over to -!;ho U3utu sidc 12 boing £orcod by 

their brother's ac-tions to seek support f:roo i<J'd:l.buko and Usiwctu. 

It is difficult to decido "hothcr the Usutu fo.ction dolibora.t.oly 

workod to sot up a. rival n.uthority. The Nat~l of~ici~ls believed that 

thoy diu, but where ca.n one d.ro..,, thci nhriding line botvoon 'a.gi ta. t.ion 1 , 

o.nd organiso.tion by the Usutu lon.dcrs in order to rectify renl .. .rronga? 

Nchbuko put the question 11011 when he so.id to Osborn:-

Usibabu questions lll:f right to bring up the people to count 
to ·the nesidont t.ho ca.t.tle soizod ~rom thorn. Arn I not to 
do so when thoy nrc being so oxtonsively ea.ton up? I ha.ve 
not tmdoratood thnt I o.m forbidden to hrinz to notice of 
Govo~nmcnt ac~s opprossivo against the people of Government. 

12. Viele suprn., p.4. 



33. 

The peo1,10 belong to tho Govcrn.":lcmt aml the Count1)r n.l5o. 
'l'hose o.ppointod Chiefs have rw.do -tho country rotten 
through these acts, n. nd it ie conplct,cly rottcm. 13 

Caborn roportod 1J.lc results 0£ tl1e inq,uiry nnd offerocl 

sugeeat.ioua o..s to wha.:t vordicts should ho eiven by ·t.ho liovc1•nor, bub 

boforo Wood could meet the ~ulu people and rumounco his uocisions ~ 

Lloody upheo:vo.l occurred in Zululc.nd. 14 I11e Amo,tctwu. ·l;ribe hed Locr.. 

placed undor Hln.ndeln., but in July 1881 Sitimela., o. nctivo vho hn.d 

previously resided outsiuc iu1u1a.nd, came into 1:Iruldcla.' s ·1;.o:rri t.o:i.-y 

o.ud, cln.irJing tha.t he waf:I the son 0£ Dinr;isvayo, aaino<l considerchlc 

support fro;a t.ho :.ma.'i'otva. ond foi·co<l. iUan<lclo. ·to floe 0.1111 seek ·tho 

protection of John Dunn. Dunn a.sked the t?esiden-l:. £or llCrmission to 

restore the a.ppointod chiaf. Osborn managed to hoop the situ~.:t.ion 

under control on.d ro:f'use<l. Dwm t.his request urd,il Si ti.Liola l,oga.n ·:.o 

"oat. up" )Ua..T\doln.' s suppor-ters o.nd assemble an i.rupi of considerable 

size. Ho 'lo,'£l.S ordered -t.o disperse this i'orcc bu't, refused .:i.nd I~UllU 

and Colcnbranucr wero given pormission to restore :-ao.ndolo.. T".11cir 

coobinocl force dofm·-ted Sit.imela who fled lWu. V,l.S 11ovor heard o:f a.aain. 

Dunn and Colcnbra.£.dor rewarded themselves "ai iJl loo-t,oc'i. cattle. 

13. C-3182. Wood to Kiraberloy, No.34, 23/6/81, Inquiry K, ·p.59. Tvo 
points ariso out o:f this quota.tiou. Pirstly, no Zulu ho.d had the 
rola.tionship botwoen the n.uthori t.ios and the Zulu ::.)ooplo more 
c~rofully explained ·to him than had Ndo.buko, both in Pietcii:ia.ritz­
burg and by the :-tesidont, a.nd yet he still did uot roa.liso thQ.t 
according to tho letter of the la.w 'the poople' did not "bolonc to 
the Goverru:iont". Secondly, we can senso 1 cvon in this bad 
tra.nslil .. tion tho wilful surliness and prido of this Zulu prince vhich 
so rul.tai;oniscd the white officials - to the detriment of the Usutu 
CO.UDO. 

14. Kemp <.lovoto• a. chapter t.o tho Sitimelo. rising dcmonstro.tiu~ tho 
distortions 'Which occw.· in the Colanso vo.rsiou of ·!;ho incirfont. 
Tbb pe.ra.graph is baaed on tbo.t cha1>ter. KoCJI) an.ys tha.t tho 
risine "wa11 quite irri,lcw.nt to ilic :'n.nclhlL".kru:i-Uautu rivn.lry", and 
tbis seem to bQ tru.o oxcept tha.t tho Dluo Dooks ahov that during 
A\J8Wl1, •om~t the U11utu compla.:inod tlm.t Zibhcbbu had seized ca.ttlo 
on the ~u11ds tha.t they ho.cl o.idod Sitimola.. Seo B.I!. Komp, 
Johan liillio.m Colenbra.ndor {Doct.ora.l thesis, UnivorsH,y of :;a.till, 
1962), Chnptor IV, and C-3182, Wood to Kimberley, No.84, 14/10/81. 
Ei1oloaure, Osbc/rn t~ ~ood, 14/8/81, p.140. 



34. 

On August 31st ·t.ho meeting at. which Sir Evolyn Wood vu.a -to 

o.rmow1cci the rcsul-',s of the iuqui.ry into the disputes botween tho 

Usutus and tho a.ppointod chiefs wes held Bt Inhlosatsho. In Woocl1s 

retiav.o 'W"'J.S Lady l~lorcnco Dixie, a spirited aud somavho.t occontrio 

vor.m.n vbom Colonso "'~as soon ·1.;o recrui·t, to Cot.shwn.yo 's Ct\U.SE>. 1' 

Comploto vith milito.1·y baud o.nd Vood "in :full pontifica.ls ••• so covered 

16 
in racc..ci.ls n.~ to be .i,J.&10.ot indistin~;uisha.ble'' too soldiors o.nJ. 

1~ 
officials, £ncou tho 1000 Zulus-' assembled to moot tham. 

hn.d .u.::oncst thora Dunn and Zibbcbhu and :four other appointed chiefs, 

u.r4'1 tho rop~osoutn.tivos of three □ore. All the lenders of the Usutu 

were ·c.llo:re including .Dinizulu. ~\n address on Bri tiah policy tova.rds 

tbo 'l'ru.nsvn.al ovokod no intei·ost. Thon t.b.o plan, which hod originated 

,iith Osborn by vhich ho ha.d hoped to effect so1-:ic iri1provemenli in the 

18 scttlcmout, wa.o brought f'orva.rd, but a.po.rt from Zibbobhu (vho 

cx1}rcssc<.l "i.:,llo uish tha.i; Colonbru.nder should becomo bis sul>-rosideut) 

li ttlc int,01·csi; was show-n and a. eonuine o.·tt,ompt to bet·t,cr the lot of 

tllo ~',ulu pooplo van rcleaa.ted t-o limbo. \food then turnod to ·tho 

dispute~. 1'or intriGuins in i'a.vour of the deposed clyno.ety and 

rosis·1;ing Zibhebhu, Ndalnlko and Usivotu had to loa.vo thoir kra.o.11!'1 and 

ta.kc up residence w.1der Dunn. On thoir removal from Zibhebhu's 

territory the latter ho.d to rostorc one-third of tho cattle thc.t ho 

15. Th5.s n.ccount is based. on her rcl_)ort. See J..c.dy Florence Dixie 
Ia ·:.;l,o I,and of Misfor.1.,unc (R.icllard Dcntloy and Son, Loadon, 1382) 
~p.377-386. The importo.nt rolo played by this 'riolently 
1nrtis~11. womn.n in the rcstora.tiou. of t.ho king, toe;ot.bcr vith 
a.n intorcsting doscription of the Colcnso propo.go.ndo. w.chino in 
action is described in n. l:obert.s, Le.dies in the Velo.. (John. 
:furr..iy, London), pp.1~14-145. The otticilll. rcpoi•t of· tho IilOeting 
wo.s a:t-tt'~k.cd by the Colonsos on the gi~ounds of the injustico 
shown in tho dooisiona as tflJ." a.s tho Usutu uo1·0 concerned 1 the 
sup1,rass ion of t~c Uoutu' s uesirc to put- their ca..se to t-ho 
Govei·nuont; the suppression of their c.ttomp-t. t.o a.sk for 
rc::1tora.tion; and the use of the vord "shinr.ro." (acoundrol) -to 
u.cscribo the king. The officio.la doniod that the vord "•hinga" 
,m.s ever usod. For details of this dispu-to see C-)182, Wood to 
ticbcrlcy, Mo.lfl•1, 25/11/81, Enclo:::urc:s, p.171. 

16. li:i.xie, op.cit. 11.378. 
17. c.•:. Binns, 1'.he l.a.st Zulu Kin&. (Longt:lO,lla, 1963), p.183. 
18. Vidc suprn. p.25. 



had sciaod tor, ifood said, 01.1 rn.akin[:' -these soizuros hl:3 had not ·tclton 

into acco1mt tho.t tho families of the Usutu migfrt, sw.'£01·. 

tou.:,d to ha.vo n.ctod t.oo harshly El.lld WC'~S ordoi·cd to rootoro 700 of tho 

cattle ho ho.d seized. i'rcm ?-:nynma.nn I s people •19 

.,n 
to lodeo eomplo.int.s a.bout his trae.toont by Tio.uu but wa.s silcncod--

a.ncl ~ho r.1ootina broke up. 'iith all its [tlOJJour, poml_.) fin<l ceremony, 

tho meoting cn.n only ho seen o.s a (lisnml. failure which no·i; only solved 

uo prol>le1.1B hut cont1·iJ>utod uiroctly t.o n. now outhroo.k oJ: Vil.)lc:,,co • 

tho first wock i-;i Oct.o1,or ~ms ou·t, tl10 Usu·f,u ond ·1;.ho Ma.ndhlul.t\Zi had 

indulgod in bloody ro.iJs o.nd coun-tor-r..-:.ius. Hai.iu, moreover, hmi 

na.5s .. ,nred the .lbo.:Julusi in open battlo uhilo ·:;ho l~<?::ddcnt could only 

In the :eirst wook .-..ttcr tbo meeting ~ibhcbhu r.:m.do au u.~tc:-,1p-'c. to 

setl',lo old scores '\lhile he still Jmd t,ho cho..ucc a.ml ho co.ptw:cd so .. 10 

of his bro't,hcr. lia.iyn.nn.':,; ca.ttle, p;;-esUCJn.bly bo:1'01•0 ·t.hey ul.Sd.1i!X>a.1•od 

19. Wood based his clocisiona on Osborn's oovico which cc.n be .found in 
C-3182, b'"ood -to !Ciu1bo1·loy, No.34, 23/6/Dl, Enclosu.ros, p.34 .:w.d 
p.37. Tiis o.rr,uocnts revon.l the difficulties oi' his position. 
Ho wo.s convinced ttw.·i; .·nyama.na was iutriguinc ag-..i.ini.st lla.rau. .ti.t 
tllo sa..no time ho bolicvod ·t:.113.t Tla.i.m ho.d acted arbitrarily e.nd 
hn.rshly, but the Oovo:mmcnt had t,o support their o.ppoin-'lioos if 
possible. C'sborn n.lso thou:.rht th::,.t NcloJ.>ul,o htid llocm o.nt:.i,r,J;onis-tic 
t.ov:i.rds Zibhal1hu a..."l<l plottocl for rcs t.oro:tion. o.ud £or o. position of 
1,~wor in ~ululnnd. ~-~d.abuko and Usivotu vho had l1cen hopin.:; for 
the l~cdrcss of tho wronzs thoy b.a.d beon n:i such pa.ins ·i;o bring -t;o 
tho ~osidont in April, :found thn:li thoy wero bor,1.tod tor a.zit:::;t,ing 
""nd. ordorod to lon.ve thair hor.1es and their pooplo, nnd rcsido 
unJcr the ho.tcd Du."'1:D.. It is no vo.ndor tho.t tlloy lost oll f~ith 
in tho officia.la. 

20. 1..'ood cc!mH,a that in his inii.in.l roport on the r.1ootinc ",n-ittcn 
L1idni[;bt, o.ft.oi· LlG.I]Y hom·s o:f worlt, I owi 1:.tod to rJoution tho:t., ••• 
Unyar.JOJta co;.plo.inod bi ti;orly of the conduct of Uhrunu. 11 For this 
i·oport see C-3182, "~ood tc r:imborlcy, No.65, 31/8/81, :p.99. .As 
Mentioned in i'ootnoto 14 Golanso and Dixie r.10.de groa.t pla.y vi·ih 
other a.lloged incident:1 of unjuat o.ctions tcnmrds tho Usutu present 
o.t t.h.> CJ\Jctin.:s. '.!hot.her truo or not it tl.oos not slt-or t'ho fo.ct 
tllnt the Usuiu holiavcd that they had l>0on vor.; Wlju.n tly ·trontod • 
and that tho uootinc \lnly ir.ton.si:tiod tho tliffcrouccrJ bct"reen tl'.Om 
3.D(l tho n.ppi.>ill'l;od c!.uo:fu. 



over tho border '\dtb Ndo.buko t".!ld bis follcvinr;. Tho die-puto but.vu 

. . . 21 
the hrothers ho.d its orir;ins ir, ?;.n.p1tc.'u tJ..Cc but. :rncing tll.n.-'w 

Ho.iyo.no. hrul sor.1e tiuc _previously joined .fo1·ccs ..:ith tho Usutu i-t 

chn.nr;od from a. fn.::1ily di firut,e to o.n issue betvoen in.et.ions• 

Zibhebhu clo.imed th1.t he l1acl ~ivon strict. inst,1•uci,ions tho.t in t,ho 

22 
rrdd none oi' ·l;hc royn.l brothers' ca.t-t,lc be touched, but ?lcla.buko 

cla.irJccl thu.t an ir.rpi led lJy Colonbra.mlcr m.opt throW!h a. numl,or of 

')3 
h~.s lt.!.'a.'.'J.n.'- CZ co,u.·Ro as IT.niya.ru~•s :=.urportcrs and c~ttlc wol"e 

bni.Ji[t she 1 tcrod by -the Usutu it is inpro ln•.blo that n. ra.idin•: -pcu·ty 

,1ould sho: !lU.Ch <l.iscrit:iiuat.ion. Zibhobhu hiL1soli' a.dr:J.H;i;cd thn:t. sone 

Usutu cr.;t,~lo ha.d bocn ta.ken in error but tba.t these u·l)rc roturll(:d 

'JA 
le.tor, on his orders .... Ifotwiths-ta.ndine Zibhobhu's prot.osts tha.t 

thc- re.id ,rn.s not a.ccins·t the Usutu, thoy interpreted it a.s yot ano·thor 

:-b.ndhlnJ~....::i a.tto.cl~ (1ll:ol,n,bly vit.h officin.l bac!tin~, conin~ so soon, 

a.s it did, a.ftcr "t7 ooc. ' s mce·liine). 'rho Usutu .fled iirto Ha.mu' s 

tcr:r-i to~" sonc tir:!c uw.·in~; :~o;>tombcr o.nd from 'thero orr,u1i~o<l n. 

rotr.li-'i;ory r~icl "1-,hich r:mst ha.vo token 11la.co early in Oc-tobor • 

. \ccorclin:: ·to Ncla.buko these rn.ids voro the :?.irst tho.t the Usut,u :r~:.ction 

had over rn.:?.dc on tho MN1(1hlak.1.zi ond oven them they "'-()re plo.nnecl hy 

. 25 
the l1o·thca.1;1s of the i'n.ct.iou, unbeknown to lu.rn. l·'rantic mcsen.,t;eB 

were reccivocl hy the Ecsicleni; on tho C.th Oct.ober f'rot1 Colonbrn.11.d~r rutd 

Zibhchhu oo.yinr. that thoy vo::a.·o a.bou·~ -to l>c ntta.cl~,l by ::d.a.buko' s !;ien 

and they requested t.hn-t they be allowed to ~o into !!.a.mu' s tori·ito:ry 

26 "o.rvl clc::i.r his t,1•ouhl~somc cnoey. 11 Osborn roplic<l. that it Ho.au 

cnvc l)Crmission he '7ould ha.vo no objectior.. i:t Zibhcuhu di(} tbis.rr 

. :it 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 

26. 

27. 

Ut...\oo . 

Osborn to Yood, 19/9/81, Sta~emont b,y Zibhebhu, 13/9/81, G.H.677. 
Osborn to Vood, 19/9/81, sto.teaant by Nclabuko, 9/9/81, o.U.6TT. 
Ouborn to ._..ood, 19/9/81, statement by Zibl1ebhlr., 14/9/81• G.H.677. 
W .Y. Campbell, With CetYVM"U in the Ink8,Iv;lbJa and the Frf■ent 
.:itate of the Zulu Question, (P. Davi• and Sana, Durban, 1883} • p. 
C-3182, 'food to Y.imoorley, N'o.83, 13/10/81, ':Jnolosw:-e ~~o.5, 
Colcnbra.ndor ~o Osborn, 4/10/81, p.138. 
Ibid. Enclosure ?lo.6, Osborn ~o Colonbrandor, 6/10/81, p.139. 



nut. vhile it, scor:iod to the Hesidont froo the r.1ossaees ho 

VlUI recoiving from Zibhebhu tha.t n full-scale ,ro.r mieht break out 

at nny momon"t between the Ha.ndhla.lmzi n.nd Usutu, Osburn 1ra.a al.roo.d;y 

cca1corned with a.not.her iaore blooey outbreak of violence in llnrau's 

terrii.ory. Complc.int,s by Haou of Aha Qulusi in.Bubordina:tion, o.nd 

by the AooQulusi themselves o:f unjust troo.tmont et tho hands of the 

appointed chief', ho.d boon o.rriving for ao1.1e time a.t the l~sidcncy. 28 

By Sept.ember -things had rea.ched such a pitch that both sides ho,d, 

raised i.r.Jpia ond Osborn' is mossenaers wo1·e unable to persuncl~ ci·l;bor 

aido to disa.rm. 29 Ha.mu :b.i'ormcd tho Abn.Qulusi "tho;t he iU'..S 

a.uthorisod by the Resident to deal wi-th o.ny pooplo rosidin,::r in his 
r1 

territory who might disregc.rd his a.uthority and ho vo.s taking action 

against tho Abo.Qulusi",. 30 Tho ~baQulusi wero on~ mi..r footing ond 

ho.d o.sseiabled t.boir inpis by tho lo.at week in Soptombor. They 

ro.fusod to disarm boca.use they believed tlm.t t.hc l~sidont had aivcn 

Ha.cu permission to o.tto.clt thorn. 

.AbaQuluai a.a so.yingi-

Osborn's oesaenaers roportod the 

••• thn.t the ..:.\ba.qul'W5i vero loyo.1 t.o lJlmou in every vay. 
Tha.t they po.id hir.1 taxes, a.nd did all he 1·equ.il:ed of thca1, 
including the cutting of wood to build huts for him; 3.Ild 
th!1.t their wo□on vocdod bis go.rdons. That thoy had heo.rd 
trOC1 a. raa.n of Ulu:unu'a co.ptured by thom that Ubo.mu wa.s o.bout 
to attack thee with tho :!oaidcnt's parmi3sion, t.he 
i?osidont had -told him so... They said tho.t the "i.r.Jpi" 
vith ~hem vas going t,o figh-t Uba.mu. 'l'ho.t, o.s the 
Resident bad deaortod them, they r.ius-t fight. We told 
i,bm that t.he !1esidont had not either ordered Uho.mu 1D 
at.ta.ck them, or gi'9Cn him permission. Umgo.ni t.hon an.ids 
It is the Heaident novortholcss vho is destroying us, 
bocauso ho does not sond. o. poJicomnn to look aftor us, and 
sec our fn.ults tova.rds Uoor.n.i. 1 

The Re■iclent' ■ attempts to koop tbo toroea apart wore hopeless. On 

~ 2nd October on the right. ba.nk of tho Bi vn.n.'1. river Hamu I s forces 

Uounaod the AbaQuluai 8l'1d t.he rer:mants of the tribe fled into tho 

'l'rami~.,2 

------------------------------·-----
28. J.I. Oibaon, lbe Storz o~ the ZUlua, (Longman•, Groan o.nd Co,1911), 

P• 
29. C-3182, vooa to Kimberley, No.76, Enclosure, 'ZT/9/81, p.116. 
30. Ibid. 
Jl. Il,14. 
l2. Oibaon, op.at~., p.230. 



, 

'.i'ho whole o! northern ~ululo.nd we.a o.flamo and it r.n111t haw 

sect1od to Caborn tlmt it va.s only a. co:t.tor of time before t.he 

settlement coll~pscd. .\s ho un.a trying to eet lln.tru' s torri tory 

Wl.dor control the cossa.gos co.me throuah from Zibhebhu and Colonbnmder 

in orc.ing l • □ of the Usutu o.tta.ck. 33 

his short mcsan.~o to Woo<l.2 

rt), do::u.· Gcncra.l '7oocl, 

Thoro :la a. not.e of deapo.ir in 

I shall not bo ablo to go to Usibobu'a. 
The country from within o. mile or t,ro of this, r:lgl1t 011, is 
iu such o. disturbed sto.to, toot ovon nn.tivo mossonacr~ have 
to □ako lc.rgo circuit rotmd to a.void conta.ct with thoac 
within tl10 pale of ·c.ho disturbt:.11co. I .;hould bo o.ble to 
do 15.ttlo i.i' :l113· good, evan if I did go, t.bc Zulus 
widersto.ncl now tlw:t. I ha.vo no authority.34 

l~. Vide t.upra p.36. 
34. C-3182, Vood to Kimberley-, No.83, ~loaure, Oaborn to Yoo4, 

7/10/81, p.139. 



39. 

Oladatono'n L:lbori0,l 1».rfq oaco into l)O'U'Or in l,l,)l"il lGOO. In 

111>:lto of ita loo.tlor 1a f'.iorico donunciotio."lB ~ Viorooli 1a Il..'l.ndlina of 

south .Atrloa.n n.tiuiro. ri~rtiaule:rly in ao £c..r a.s tho rroblocs of 

~uland voro oonoornod, thoro vn.s no cba.1.1.:,.'0 in tho :policy of 

rotronobgont initio.'ted by tho Consorvc.t,ivo:J n.ftor tho Zulu • ;p..r.1 'i'ho 

now •>oareta:ry of St,Q,to for t.ho Colonioo, :::..Ord F.:it1borlo~, lto:rrt, his aye 

fised just a.a ri:rmly 0.11 t.bo 7roauury Cbost a.o hod hia prodoccsao1•. 

One o~ tbo ditticml t:los -tl10,-t, 1-i:imborloy ba.d ·to i"o.co w~ tl~ 

futuro o~ tho oxilod ;~ulu ~. 2 I.1oforo tho first yon.r or his cxilo 

bAd boon com:i_>lot,od, tbo u.nlm.!>W cono.rch haid. on a. ma:wor of occnsioruJ 

110tlt.i011Gd tho llri"U..Al1 L1>vorsmo11t, to be ol.lo11od to 1-oturn to Zulula.nd, 

not ao A 1'Ulor, but Mo. private i:ndiviclua.l. 

"I do no't lmov lJ!1at VO I.the '/~~J ho.vo dono, o.nd I ~ 
the Quecm to lot CJD go bock jwrt t.o livo OrJOno qy childro~1, 
and lot the aountry bolcmg to tho Cuoon a for 'tbou;_;h o. me1,n 
bo ol.lovod t.o broo.tho, he i8 not, roolly olivo if ho is cut 
ott froca hie viwa ODd dlildrou. 03 

iUt.bau,gh tbo■o potitions voro rofuaod tho Jdna continued wri'tinc to 

11l"OCd..aont men mad VODOD 1n lbi,;laoo.. In 1881, poasibly undor tbo 

:lnf'luooae ~ tbo Colonao•s ho vroto to IWJbcrlay ~in;:: tb4t tbo 

7.ulu aottlomont bo rowrood ODd he bo reinato.tod, mid when tJlio ploa. 

WU rejoot.eu bo Q.BliiBd to bo allowod to trBYel to F.n{lland to put, bia 

4 -... 



·~!Joro uoro otlW>r ~oseuroa t.ho C41outol Ottlao wbloh 

1-,orasuodod :~1·loy t,o rccoi.usido1.· t.ho ::Wu ldng' a position. l'bero 

.~ro tho ll'lDDllit3r'io.n r..;!i:to.·t01-s lod by tbo llisbopatow 11art;y "ho hG4 

in. tl.'ICir ~ aucb influon:tlol poop].o oo I.a,t\y .1'1011GDN D:lxlo 5 01.vl 

... :. •~cnoon of tbo .\bori.~;iuos 'rotoation ~ioiG'• Cla.1atni: to 

os-..oolt for tho . ulu nation (whoso troo visheo tboy bello'Wd ¥Ore 

aupr.iroosod by the official "oliquo 11 in ?.otcl), but in :t-..w,t opeok.:lng 

for the Uautu i'action, -U1oy qµootionod and ropUClia.tocl a.11 otticiBl 

i:ublico.tiOlllJ ~nd 1\,1Jb'Ol"Or>OrD ~-hicll clicl no-t IJU(.!&--COt tlia.t -tho 0~ 

oolutiou to ::u1u1a.na•s prouloaa Un.3 tbo rostomti011. ot tho kint: ,rho 

ba.d boon so cruolly dopoood. '£'heir vroi~ucla notvo:dt onourod tho.t 

t"outu c0:=.111lainta woro hoorcl in ozrioinl circles in {balond. 

Si~ !D.ii'ioa1-::, cl.oo 170.3 tho ofi'icic.l. 3U:ffil0rt for rcstorotlon 1u both the 

G Chi,lO o.nd tbo '..L'ra.n:Jw..ol. r.toroovor Cot..sbvt\YO'a roa.ction to i~lliJborloy 1a 

roi'u3nl to tho roquo::1·:. in ?ey i'or his roturn to ,:ululand aoeCJB to ho.ft 

rri,von t.110 Socrotc....7 of ;_;to.to sooo crollnl13 tor concorn for ii, m,le tbo 
' 

ltiu;t n-rool 90 lioa.rt.brol-:on o.nd do,mondmt. -tbc.t I cou ... 1Q.t an ond to qy 

ci:soro.blo oxistonco. 07 

''PbUD by :·A)?tca~r vo ooo ::iobcrloy, ~o.aaed ovo1· 

Cot.oln~' e C.otcn-t,iQ;i, r-.rf cctod by l)Ublic opinion 'Whloh in turn vaa 

i"Ousod by tl10 vork o~ Cetaln'°IYO' a whi:to CJ."Wto.dore • :prombly cdndtu1 

o~ the aontimen:" oxproascd uy Glndet.ono duri.uc t.bo 'lidlothiGD CQGILldeD, 

and 110rbo.pa too.rill:.: tho d!'ft><ris of oontinuod dotcmtion ~ the king, 

r;ro.ntin::: 1>0:rm.aaioo for CGta!:n.~ -t.o vinit :.~. 8 

.'i.& tlio t.::olon:Jos IIAd ~intecl ~ to Co~ in ;kmimbor o~ 

tho r,rovioua yoa.r, onoo -t.bo Colonial Office bad ocaalt.ted tbOPPOl'fU ~ 

illlarin:1 tbo king to viai• ~lr.md, it vu dlttiwl~ tor 1bm to nkml 



41 

bill to aouth ~\hi.co. o.a o. prison.or. 9 Yat, vhBt "l,,":.\6 to be dono vi th 

him? If ono cont:Jidoru t?K.' ait.u.i.tiO!l in :'.ululnud ot 'M)o ood ot lWl 

whorl tbo scttlorxmt ~GOOO<l to bo eollnp.-Ji.-iz, roo CO.."l urulcr.'1~1 vcy 

ot the kin:! o.:lcl tbo tutm-c of ~ulul:-..."lll. 

Doepito t?io pomd.c.i.~tic tono or {\sboru'a co~i,ondc.-;..c<, vith 

·-~ood in Cctobo::-~0 ho r.x,.1.10-i.:o<l to l..oop ·tJio vat'rin.·; :fo.c·bio..i::l c-.:~ n.nd 

:porauo.wxl Zililobhu cot to ~t-tc.cl~ t!m Umrtu. 11 Dut tllO· oi·t.u..1.tion vaa 

fa.r fratl oo.sy. Tho Usutu ll3d loot, r-.ll i'eitl1 in tl).o ''c-sioo:1t. 12 !hny 

dos~ion,pa.rticul~ly c:uwc . ood'a vinit. ~ been follO"l:o<l 

i1:noclia.tcl~ 'll~ nttc.cl;o fior.1 1:Jio o.r~11oint,od cl:.icf'a. 13 

solu-t,ion hGd si;ill to bo fou:w if' tJlO c.'tit:tin;:r sottlooont \.":2.$ not t.o 

if l)OSttiblo, bo includ.o<! in tllo proposocl rsolutio::i.. In .\pril 1C32 

Oladstono ws ropor-tod oa ~..1:-

u1£ it should O.!).i,oo.r t.bo.·t tbo w.au o~ i;ix, 1>00J.)l.0 ill 
Zulul.a.."1d nro 'Eor Cot:31~. ao tlnt soc:>crthinJ lil.o un.o.nicity 
elww.cl i-,rovail, oo :a.r :rr.xa .ro~u bw as o.n onoqy o~ 
!~land, and viah~: hi.a ill, a.till CIO to.r froc hoiue diopo.ood 
to ony but, the laOO'ti ~"l'OUlUblo COUl"Do thn.t ·ibo wliQi"o voultl 
permit, I ohould n•:!01.'d the :proo.t ot thn.t ~~t vi.th croo.t 
ploa.aure 1 aD&l. tad, vould bo tuo sont.itaout of Cf7" colloa.L,-uoa ••• 
Vo haw c1ono tho boat 'tln-t in U£I lioo to ob'Wn t110 wry 
boa6- iDtol"IIQ.t,iou in our I>O\l'OrJ '\1"9 hnvo oout to a. nei,~uril-a 
00101\Y A r.ent-icr:nn 1n W050 jud.[:uont, n.biU,ty, and 
minrtiBlii;y VO ho.VO entiro conriclo:lco. and VO ha.w Ml.lad 
UfGl hie to lose no timo in n!'Pl3in~ hia mind to tllo 
oomidoro.tion ot tlkJ n:ffoirs 0£ ~ululand. 0 14 



~JO tllll :t-oforrod t.o vo:, ~ Henry llul:wor, GDCl be ~ ~ biu po9t, 

os uovorno..- of ·:.;ato.1 in "b.roll lt82. Gib11ou vrote ot MD. 

:i•i d&Biro f.o .:!o rioh't- YDD vory stro.lltn t.lw, 1nina ho took 
t.o in1'o1'f.l hiusol:l correctly in ~o!'Oot to t.?lc ?()OitJ.an at 
n.fi'!rlrs -.m.s vory ~ t. '1,l.10 vn.riod o.nd ?Ol v1inc,,w 
corrou,:,ondoncc vLiou tooli. pl!l.Co io :l.nt,orootlnt-:, o.nd. 
contGiru, nuch clctnilod iufo1."'l:nt.ion vhiah ia uaotul. IAlt, 
it woult1 J:>.at 1>0 ocu'o -~ tA.Cco~t, ~ ontil1ely co:-reot. ito 
oxnositio!l of tJ10 c:w...usoa tllQ.t, voro a:t, vork in l"lil'Oc!l.acint; 
t.bc oor.{~.lllootio1w vhich i·t ..,"':l,.., :rou~·bt to 1. •• aravo1."15 

I'orlioDS ·UJ.o bi:lt by i .• ;iboon -tJ13t 1Allvo1.· '-GS not Olliiroly conocL ir1 

hia ana.ly3is of the cnu:Joo in tbo troublo in :.uiuto.ncl V.lB i.ho rotml t 

oZ ·(;ho G-ovo~aor•s a·t-t,itud.o to tho Uoutu. Ho v.lD c, .. mv.Lrnocl ~-t tl~ 

uo;:o a:t tl10 .,""Oot of tllO dis·t-w.·hancos in ·.::.uiulo .. --id anc.l ,.-oro c.idod nnd 

ahottod by -t,bo wachina:tions ol ·t.bono o.t ntollOJ~rtovo. lG 

At. the oomo:it ·t,ha.t Gln.dlstono '1.1.:-..3 raal:;.i..-ia iJ.10 S;.100Ch (J\.lotod 

a.bovo, iu \lh.i.oh ho rovool~d tba.t. :iA.ll.·o1cr 'llr-::..:J ·t.o n.31i(usa tho :toolinc in 

t 

Uautu clor>Ut.o.t,ian::;.17 !' 0n .\llril l~t-b ~,OOC> Zul.Ullt lod by :•tt..~lAif:o ~ 

Un:l.vot,u, voro intorvioucd by tho ~idont ('Uho Va6 oovin{; con~ulta.tloms 

vit.h tho G'1JVOr..10r a.t t.ho t,ioo on tho outoldrto of P.!.otorm.ritsbur;::). 1B 

'' ,o viah ·U) ."J11Ccl-;. to tho ~:0'90rnor Ghout wo QG.t,tora1 tbo 
one, to n.31;. for tho lnkoai (CottJ~ ); tl-.o ot,her, to -toll 
hini ot tho killing o.nd ill◄1Bo.:,1 to vbioh ,ro o.ro auajectod • 
... ~;o ~ in :iuch t.roublo .:J-3 no othor peo_rll.o ovor ha.TO boon. 
Po l~TO no homes, ood 1;0 hln't, tho ditticult.y of prori.dl.D.E: 
.rood for ou.r cllildron beforo WJ • You ~ tbo az-oa.t 
trouble vo n.ro in. ' o aJ.l ask you -to bolp ua to aoo tho 
Covcrnor.nl9 

l5. i~1i) !~1 • ~-tbe fftan: ot tho ZulUlh (ltC>DQPmB. Gnon and eo., 
16. I think lt quito likoly that auch an nt.tltuao m.;iJd, ba'ft ba4 itll 

ori~in in tho oloae oanta.ct \lb1ch Blllvor hopt, vith John ~ 
over. Zulu ~ffnin. 

17 • Colcnao finds it :1ronio t.ba.t tJio vory moa, nt, t'lat, Gla4nmo m4-, 
bia Si-ooh. tho uoputGtion arr1vod g.i'ri.Da t,be GO'V'Offllll't in Colaul0 18 
otdnion, t.bo .tiuo•~ opport.unii,y 'lo 41800,w· the vue Y:lebee d t.be 

1<·• ~u nn.-t.ion. • Colaao, op. oit., Yol.I, pp.16~62. 
u Ibid. ~ .163-169. Chaptoz, VII of "tb:111 ~ giwe a~ 

. ot t!io d.oput.o.t,ion throll{;h the eyM ot UlOM •"' 
DiaholWt,owo. It 1a ono ot tho beet ODt:rw1•• o~ tba Colo0809 at 
vorlq llluo !loolul, DOVSPGPff reporia vbioh dlaw iba apUOdo w 
minute diuootod and 'lbo GOD\IMtiamJ llll4o 

lcmg bowllderiD lettan. • g: 
tbo otftol&l 'ftftloa of tbi 1-onlGn Uanu wniGaa. 
~o1"1 _. OIi .. •o-t ~- -~ 
n, - bo tc-4 ID o.Jaff t lo.'18$ lo l t 

aat~•- n:::a~4t!4= ~ • %1/4/82, p. • ... ... 
• ~ • ~ Col_ • o.tt.. Yol.J. m 101 er, . 



.. 

Blalwor, a.froid t.hat an int,orriow vith the Uautu might comprom:i.so 
20 

the GOftmment rof'usod to int,erriev the Uautu. Osborn inforuod 

tbaa o~ thi• and t.hoir rooction is vortb notinz. 

"You hAvo clviiye pro-.ontod w, from soeing the Govornor 
and nov you are doing it &.[;Bin. It is tho dit.ch into 
which you bevo al~ puehod UD and n.ro t~ to pw,h 
us into now ogo.in... I vo.s TOry sorry BD I t:r,ov not 
vbet. I hBd done to corit tho trouble thD.t. ovortook ua 
illaocllatoly aft.or Gcuernl Vood's decision. Genorol 
•ood did not vrit.o tho lettors. You wrot.o thooi. 
1'bcry aro vith tho Governmont. 1 VBI1t to soo thoa in 
in t-hritzburg, not hero in tho veldt." 21 

!l.i~ly or wrongly tho Usutu vere convincod tbBt t.hoy had outforcd 

cniol vronga vhich tho wbit-0 otficiDls boo done oothin~ to redross -

indoed th•y had pmiishod tbo Usutu ro.thor tban tho renl culprits. 

They vere ot tho opinion -tbnt thoy bad dono thoir boat to l.oop 

vithin the lav in t2le to.co of tho gruatost provooa.tion. 'ibey ha.d 

reported tuir grievn.ncoo 'to Osborn a.nd ho told thclll tba.t he bo.d 

puaed on their COCll)loints to Piotorma.ri~zburg,QDd still t.hoy vore 

punished and "oat.en up" vhioh CJO.do thoa suspect that tho ::.osidont 

might bo miereprosontin,g tJaom to tho Govemor. 

In Dulver•a r.:dnd,hovenr,~onu.ino 8rievtLDcoa boCLlDO idontificd 

vith deliberate politiccu agita.t.ion vhich, ho beliovocl, wns initiotod 

at Biahopetovo, carried out, by t.ho lTsutu and publicised by both ll8 

an eample of 'tbo railu.ro ot the sottleCJent o.nd the nood for, if not 

re•torat.lon, at lea.et an incrcmso in tho povor ot the roynJ. howso. 

tie belinod tba-t the Uautu princoa wore moti'f'ated by porsoJllll ambition 

aD4 the hoi,. that a chanae 1n the atgtua 9uo vould on!wnco their 

poaition in the oomit,17. 22 To den;y that theso .factors oxiatod 

woul4 be to take up a poaition •imilar to that ot the Colonao■• It, 

1• 'ftZ7 U.koly tm.t they did abt but they vere or at.nor importance, 

20. c-J247, ?lo. Tl, Balwol' to Kimberl-.,, 22/4/82• p.59. 
21. C-J247, No. 78, Dulwer to Kiaborloy 11 29/4/82, ~onr• 2, 

Britiab RMW.Ot. 'lo Dulwr, 24/4/82, p.73. 
22. c-JUT, lfo. TJ, Dulwr to K1mborloy, 20/4/82, p.57. 



wtd tbe ''aaU,ation" ot tho Uautu vaa bpaed on roal grtavanoo• 11bi.Gb 

they folt the vb:.:.to ot'ticia.J.a lwwl done nothing to rectify. 1 :teol 

that tho of.ficial.:s !&ilod to ara,sp this 110int, vtdlo Utabopetov. 

voro too CUv..-.clr to idontiiy the :JrioTanooa of a i"a.ctton vit,b U.t. 

o.f tbo ~·.u1u na.'tion. hilo the Colorusoa tbougbt tlua.'t 

nxn tbo u.rrivnl or this dopUtation I ir n. Uulvor bod indeed, 
n,."1. 01>rortuni ty to obtain -the into:n.m:t.ion do■ire,d by tho Homo 
Govon'lDOut,2T vitbou·t:, loss of ticlo. Zululand had came to 
llim, to sc.ve bilil a. troublesoce ~1d anxious "riai t to tba.t 
disturbocl cowi.try."24 

Dul.vor vns 0£ tho opinion tha.t 

"It is o. dor:ionotra.tion orc,mieod by tbo "Usuto" fitiJ 
pa.rt.y oucouro.~oa, t\.9 I have roo.son to beliovc :trom vitltout1 
aod it, is so tirnocl as to bear upon tho dopcu-turo or tJ:io 
ox-W.nr.; tor I:ncrland which it ia so.id, ,,111 take 1>la.co non 
oonth. 112~ 

So con'Tinco<.1 wn.s tho (.;ovornor tha.t tho voyano ot tho kine to Enaland 

vould liavo n<lverso effect:, on tho Zululo.nd l!lituation that he p•rsua.dod 

tho Colonial. ;]ffico to postpone Ceta~•e 'risit, to r:D!Jland an'til be 

had a chance to visit 'i,ululand a.nd ~o up hiu mnd ns to "tho roa.l 

vieus and sontiClOilts OD(,} wishos of tbo 'i,ulu Cbiof's Cl1ld peoplo . 
re~ the prosont :,ot,t.lomont o.nd tho fut,ure ot Zulula.ncl." 26 

,Juno bowovor Kimborlcy i'olt tho.t tbe visit abould DOt be .turther 

clolQiYod.• 

23. Vidg auw:a, P• 41 • 
24. 1".E. Colenao, op.cit., Vol.I, p.169. 
25. C-3247, Ho. 73, Bulwor to himberloy, 22/4/82, p.59. 
26. 0-uotod in l!eos, Ol¥Jit., p.5o. ifla diacua11oa Bulwor•• decia:lon 

to ask for a :poat:r,oneDGnt of tho king'a Yialt. On P8G9 53 bo 
disoua■N Uulvor'• "cuatc:Jmar.y coution" and .._.,. be could find 
"no ovidence to explain why Dul.Yer did not. roly more on Melmolh 
Osborn" to give hill oridonoe a.a to 1.be true state ot attain in 
7.ululand. In fo,ot Bulvor did rely on O.born, vbo visited hill 
in April vtw.o tbltY IIIQ8t haw bad aomnll.tai.iona. I voald •ver:eat 
a.a a likely roMon for delqing Cotabvayo•a 'riait 1111 at.toapt 1'r 
t.be Goftmor (Gdrlaed b:, the !lfata1 otftoia.1■) to atop the 
Dritieh GOftmmam oaau.tting t.hor:wol~ to NAtorins tbo kiq 
mt.il Dulver bD.4 vol'UCI on a solution wbloh pub&ps 4t.d an 
inollldo ro■torat.ion bul 1ftl8 acoopt&hle to the CoJmtaJ Offtoe. 

"Z1 • TIMtre an a maboi- o~ aocsounta of tlwl taaolnaUDfi 9}d.aode in tbe 
klng•a life, tho flallori boin,: ill&t toua4 Sn P.E. Col41111101 op.oit..• 
Vol.II, C2:a&ptar II. 



45. 

Co~ arri'ftd in lGlld on August 3rd and had threo 

int.erriew vi'th tho Secrota.ry of 81.o-to for Colonic!!, Lord Kimberley, 

in t.bo oourso of hia 11~ in r:nglawl. On . .-~u.:,"'T\.ISt 7th Cotshvo.yo was 

gi'ftD the opportunity to detond his octions prior to t.!lo ;:u1u var 

2 and coament on tho pre11ont et.ate oz Zulula.nJ.. 7bo soconu. mooting 

voa ot much groat.or isignU'ic~. leieberley intorood the king in 

~d -terms i,bat bo \taS to bo rotu.."""llcd to ~ululn.nd. 

"Her !'bjesty•s fiO'Vltrnccnt bo.vo dof.errainod to coneidor tllo 
poaaibilitLof makinc a.rrnn~nts tor hie return to 
ZUl ul.a.nd. "'Z'J 

The king' u restoration, he vns ini"oro0<t, ""BB to ho subjoct to o. 

number of conditions. 'l'l.lo aa~ body of ·~hOJ!i voro to ho lnaicol.ly 

the samo a.a t.boao vhicl1 bad bound tho o.ppointod chiofo 3 • but tho 

king vu to have vith him a. I.lritioh f~sident. '.l'heae to:n::ss voro 

a.ccepted by tbe kinr,, but tboro vas on.o - the initial ono - vilich 

ctWSod birn gree1t. concom n.nd on vhich the intorvio" controd • 

.. P.int, & portion of tho coUDtry, to be horoo.f'ter dofinod 
by Her 1--.Jeat.y•s Goverm:>ont, will not be ple.cc-d undor bis 
rule, but will bo reserved for othor l'JU1il0&0s. 031 

Proa this moocnt 1mtil bis doa.th t.his question or "reserved" 

land donply perturbod Cota~. J\t tl'O sta.rt or the intorvicv ho 

aooas to ban expectod that be vna to bo rot.urned to o. position 

■iailar at. lout, tot.he one ho held bcforo the vn.r. His aurprioo 

and •hock vhen be learnod that ho va.a to bo rot.urnod to only n 

portion o~ Zulnla:od aro obri.ous. 'l'1lo report ciwa tho impression 

that Cetal~ ,ma grappling vit.h l'l'Oblems ot diploma.cy. l!o did not 

vant to appear either tJnf:rateful or land,,,,lnmr'Jl'Y, and yot. ho vo.s 

desperately eoncerned about ·the ·piooo of torritor,y which vo.s to be 

29. 
• n. 

'lbo ottiala.l ro1.,oru of tboao intem.c,n can bo found :1n tbo Blue 
lloa1m together wt~ the ooaditiODII to vbioh C.t.~ had to 
aane. Seo C-3466, Ko.611 24/8/82 1 aD4 bloaurea, p.10,. Hiaa 
Colea.ao ti■aua••• tbo in..,.:rri..,. in aomo detail, eMSna bor 
izrMnatine but, part,l■an cementa. .P.E. Colonao, op.oit., 
Yo1.II 1 pp.Ta,.,Jl. 
C-J-466, No.61, !fwberl~ to Dalvor, 24/8/82 1 J::acloaure 1 1 p.107 • ?! .. , .. p.12, footnote 12 • 
~g,-..:MMC6-o6, op.et., p.107. 



29th, Colonbmndor, vritinH for ~ibhebhu intormad O.born tJ1&t be ,,.. 

holcl.in.t! hi.15 poor>lo bQ.ok b-m o.tta.cJsing the U11utu and ho oould ne•r 
6 

ollov tbo Uautu bBck into hi11 torritoz:y to plant Ol"OpG. 

In A1.1.vl'Y\1Dt Dul,:ror auhmitted ~ clo111.1G:t.oh on Wolaoley'• aett.loa:aont 

and hio opinions on tlw :,ropoaod rot.urn of tbo klng. 7 It. vna an 

intollicont nrmlysio \lhich din.~sod tho roa.son ~or tbo failure or 

tl10 sottlomont a.nu rocor;co.ndod o. romo~. 

11r.,ook bov tho :~us intorprot it. Thoy- boliew that the> 
roc.l 1,ori;nncmt nuthori ty a-till rooidoo in tho Govornmont, 
which cowiuorod tbom. ThWl to the other poople in tbo 
territory this chiof lltl.8 no l::>O\lOr iu hiroaeli' but 
roproaonts tbo [;TOO.tor a.utll.ority - that ot tho Govorm::M>Dt ••• 
!Toro ,ta !Jave tho root or tbo problOCJ. ~1'bore t.ho :i.ppointed 
t,"biei'e plC\Yf.ld dmm their authority nll was voll. 'hen 
thoy woro ·wili'ul oon tbo ::aituntion is ditticrult. 'lbia 
ia 'WiUlot ho.ppouod with Uaibobu Bild Uba.mu. • • In evor:, ono 
of thoso ca.soo I am disposod to bol:Low tbo to.ul t has boon 
noro or loa:i on l)Otll. sidos. Tllo a.ppointod chie~ ho.ft 
ntra.inod tboir a;uthorityt tho o·t.boro ha.vo boan l:Lttlo 
vill.inc t.o rooognil'io ~ tlUthoi.-itq o.t a.11... 'j~be quo&tion 
is not simply ·whothor 021 a.ll))Ointod ddof baa riaht,ly and 
wly, or \oTrOJ13ly and unduly, oxorciaed o riaittu1~ 
:posaoosou a.nd rooot.--niaod a.uthor:lty, but, uhotber he liaa 
l)OIIDOOSOd a:t ell, in tbo oyos ot his pooplo, t.ho a.utboriv 
he be.a olGiood to oxorcioo ••• 

'l.'ho pooplo do not rooo~so tba.t the o.ppoint.od chiefs 
posseas it. 'rho pooplo undorst,mxl tbo plU'GmlJUllt. ~orlty 
to reat vi th us, OJld ·bbey vill only oocopt 1-t u reating 
vith us. Cur fa.ult in thoir ayon i■ tha.t we do not 
oxorcioo it ••• 

Vo must, thoroforo oupply vha:t i• vt\D'Ung. ile muDt 
ostnbliah in sooo form tha.t pcn-amomrt and aup:rema outhorito, 1 
••• which is wnntinc in tho Zulu oountry, ADd in order to do 
this vo r:au,t, molco ■came ~-oo in t.bo a.rrcmceaonts tor tbo 
eowrnmont o~ tbo oountr:, • 

.U tbm.lch Dulver bolievod " ohango VD,B DOoo■auy hG vaa 

o..-.,.J.nat tho restoration of the king but, ■Nina that it a<HIIDDd to bo 

i.noritablc, 110 boliovod tba.t the Cowl'IJIDIOD't. had. to onau:ro t.h2 a&rny 

and wall-being of All those to whom it, bGd "obl:lga'tlona"• 7bia he 



.... 
QlAPTE!~ S lX 

Tflf; !lJ-:STOP.ATION OP CJ::t'Smi' .. \YO 

ny June 1882 the !·antlhlal\i~! QQ«l Usut,u ~rero a.t on.eh other's 

thzooaioa onoo &(;&in and nul.ver infornled .i:.iobcrloy "th:J.t c. full-scale 

r:lains ol t:.1'l i!sutu a.go.inst the "J:l!IOi:ni.o<l. ohio.ta va.s irnminen.t. 1 

Onoo age.in Osbom boa.rd coapla.int;.n fr-om both sidos 2 :-.11d (in spite 

ot acx» vawri.n:; on lJu.lwor•u po.rt) the officio.ls en.JO to tbe 

oonolmion tbo.t tho lJsut;u vore in tho vron:-?. 3 }lbopa and ~:sut3Jn."t1.M, 

1.vo t.riuo.l ouiof:; 3yr.11,ethotic tfflmrds tho 1~, vo:o "expollcd" rroa 

09 ibbebibu1a t.crritory 4 joilunc tl)c considomblo bo<t,· o£ ::ulu..-; living 

in exilo o.i 'the bortlore of Zibhcbhu's territory. 'lb~ pooition so~ 

to havo l>oon intoneii'iod t~ tbo fa.et tJ~t, vith tllo o.rrivo.l. of 'lint-er, 

.rood aupplios wore running low mlLl smell :po.rtios of tJm exiled Zulus 

crossed into Zibbcbhu'e 'tol'l"itory in the 1101>0 0£ finding f'oocl in 

their old krnale, and tbeso ba.nda of Gco.vc1130.rs i'xoqUOlltly skimiahed 

vith ~-udhlaka21Ji in tho district. t"IB tho food tJUpplios erov loss 

ao4 t.ba plantin[".' Beo.8on drov neoror tJlo situation bocaDo C¥>ro teiwo 

and IUdled chiefs bocra,n aaking tor pe:naioaion f'rom tho l~siclont tho.t 

they GDd their people lli;ht- rnurn to their londs and plent tJ.1.eir 

oropa. 5 At, the ond ot July a.nd tho bo,eiouing of AUi;Wtf; e nO'\T sorioo 

of ftebt.a brol'".e out. '11lo Uautu• claimod that thoir peoplo bad to 

entor 7.ibbebhu'a ·t.erritor., booauso tluJ~ von fa.cod vith ate.nation 

while Zibbebbu oav t.hoso .tora:::era aa baAc1a of a.t.t.Mikoro. Ou July 

1. ~, Bo.28, Dlllvor to Kimberl~, 17/6/82, p.'4. 
2. :!bue ~l'ie& into tho na.turo ot the cliaputee aro aa oootwliD(l 

u anr. Seo~, ~ver to Kimberley, uo.58, 21/7/82, 
oaares tlDd. St,a ..... ma, p.93, an4 C-~, Noe 691 Dalver to 

K1-rl.,-, 6Z'f /1 /82, P.noloauros tlnd StAtoments, p.116. 
>. C--3466, MD.69, Iulver to K.iaberloy, :trfr/82, p.116. 
4. Il>J.4., Umbo:i-'• tollawen wre o.ocw,ad. ot burnin,g down 

C4mbrander•• •ton aaoordillg to fJle •t.atemont ot Zibbebhu'• 
----..r. 

'• a.N66 1 ?fo.88, Dlllnr to Kimberl-.,, 6/9/32, 1-lO&IDl'O 11 5/8/82 1 
pJTl. 



29th, Colonbrondor, vriUng ~or ~lbhel:lbu. lrdormad Oabol'.'11 that be,_. 

holdini 1 bia rooplo baok frcJQ ~ttocld.ng tba u.ut.u and be oou.14 nrffr 

a.J.lov tbo Uautu ha.ck into hls ·t.orritory to plant oropo. 

In Au._.""WJt, Dulvor submitted a docsr-tch on Volaele.Y'• aet.tlement 

o.nd his opinions on tho !)2'0poBod roturn ot tho king. 7 It va.e an 

intolliucnt o.no.lyeio which dia.f.":tlOIJod tho rounn tor the talluro or 

tbo sottloclOnt o.nd .rocor:i:x;mdod a. romody. 

0 1,oolt hov tbo Zulus intorr,ret it. Tboy bolif>ft that, tbo 
rcoJ. llOlT.nllOnt authority still rottidoa in tho Gowmmc,nt, 
which conguorod tbom. Thuo to th• otlier 1>00ple in tbo 
torri t.ory this cbiof llGB nci povor iu bimolf but 
roprosontu the ~-roo.to1" Q.Utboi~ity - that. of tiho Govornmeut. •. 
!tore vo ha.vo tho root o~ tbo problOCJ. 'Whore tho Appointed 
Chiefs pl°'10il dO"Jll their nutborit~ all was voll. en 
t.hoy voro '1:'ilful r.:,on tbo aituotion ia ditt'ioult. 'Ibis 
is vl10.t ho.r,ponod n. th Usibobu and 1.Jbt.u:11. • • In ewr,y ono 
of tl1oso ccsoo I (Y.l dispo3od to bolioYO tbo faul 't hn.s been 
coro or loss on both sidos. 'i'ho o.ppointed chiefs ba.ve 
str~uod tboir authorit~s tho otboro ho.TO boen li:t.-tlo 
,n.11.inc -t.o rooo,3iiiao au.,v a.utbori t.y o.t a.1.1. •. The question 
in not sicply ·wbotbor an o.111,>0intod ddot boa rightly Wld 
duly• or wron3ly and Wlduly, mtorciBed t\ ric)ltfully 
posaoeao<l nnd roooi,'llised authority, but vbotl.1er bo llD8 
1)()8soasod nt. e.11, in the oyoa ot his peoplo, t.ho a.ut.boriv­
he baa cl~imod to m::orciDo ••• 

Tho poo:plo do not recosntso tho.t t..bo &DPOlnt,od ohiota 
posoeos i-t. 7ho poopl.e undorstam. tbo 1llllr0m0Ullt authority 
t.o rest vith us, and they vill only occopt lt a.a roating 
vith us. (;'ur fa.ult in thoir oyoo 1• t.ba,t, we do not 
oxoroiao i·t. ••• 

t~o must, thoroforo supply wha.t i• VllllU.ng. !Jo muat, 
ostn.blioh in somo tom thG.t pm"QIIIO\lllt o.nd SUI.U:wmG Bllthori.i(f 1 

••• which is 'VQ,llting 1n tho Zulu OCJW1tr,y, a.nd iD order t.o do 
this vo mu.at mice •amo cl~o in tho ~• ~or the 
aovol"IDOnt, o~ the oomtr:,. 

Al:though Dulwer bolievod a ohango VQ.B DON88&17 be Va.II 

o.~inat t.bc restoration of t.bo kina but, eeeiDg tba" t.• •••mad~ bo 

inoritablo, ho bolicwod ~t tho G09erm:iart, ba4 to Oll.81.lro 'Ula ~ 

ODd "811-being ot all than to vbom it- bad "obli-tlom" • nda ha 

6. c-3466, o.91 1 Dlllvor to Eimbe't'la,y, 8/9/82, ~. Letter 11 
p.178. Zibhebbu 'bol:lnud tlat U ,U.:, re1Alzmd. tmy vaa14 
attook h1a people. 

7. Laa,: and detailed, Dl&lwr•• nporia uo tbe vmk d a 411icd 
an4 PQ!n&taklng an nD4 ho gt.wa an ilnel.1~ ~ill of tt. 
•l~tion ill Zulvl.an4. c-3466, No.79, BIil,,_. to Kiabel'191', 
25/8/82, 1-1onro, 5etW-,e 9' Mn 3nla a tc ».134. 

8. Ihl4., pp.140-141. 



fel'I could beat bo dooo b:, a.nnaln. ,~ulwand but ainco this vo.s 

impoa■iblo a ooaprogiao oolution !UM\ to bo formula.trod. 'll10rotorc 

the Gonmor rooOfiPOOOOC'l that PG,l"t ot •-ululoud bo procla.i.mod o. 

"J'98ornd territory", unclor A repreeonto.tivo of the {iUGo l, to which 

thoeo Zulus •ubo bad rooaon to doairo not to bo undo:i.~ Cetshueyo'a 

rule mlt,!frt aovo • 

''The min nrtnai>lo ie tho oatoblislwont in it £t1ro 
ro1ereod territor~i of our nutbor:l ty a::u:1 protoction. 
'.this in eo,oo tom :Lo o.ooolutoly nocoos~. Hitbout. it 
no sy:,toc tl'ul.t ve could dovieo for ti,o oountry vould bo 
worth -the ,t1Qpor ur,on vhicb it we written. It i.s tho 
in41..arp(,n.so.blo condition tor tho :::ovornoont of tho countey, 
and to rer:Jtoro tho a.uthori t,J of tho a:z•liinrr in ooo :portion 
of tho colm.tcyvithout osta.bli,.,hinz our own GUthority in -
tllo other portion vould l>e o.a fotol as it -would bo w,olooa."~ 

Dulver ■t.resaod thia point G.t,~in and o.i,nin• Dritish aut!lority in 

and oontrollina J.>(NOr'• to uhich tho pooplo coulc?. 0 rolly iu conficonoo 
10. 

a11d loyalty•" 

In Beptou&bor Osborn a.clvisod Dulwor not to visit ":ul\\land 

until tbe 'timo ca.t:10 ~or tllo ottJ.oial c.t.ln.Ouncwont of Ccts?Dll\YO • s 

rcustmoation ancl IRJCeOBt.o<l tba.t t.hoy ac,ot o.t ::~1"ke1 e Drift on t.bo 

!.lat&l-t~ula.nd bordor. 11 Thu ID9ctift.g wn.a • not Mly ntt'!Ortoa.1 2 but 

lt vould aeom that la·w in ~pt.ember nu111or o.rrivod on tllo bordor 

9. Ibid., p.1,0. 
10. Dulvar hid hilt doubts tlbout auch a aohemo but :tolt tho.t ainco 

llritnln vu detorminod to reat.oro the king and detorr.iinod not to 
uma:a 0011tzvl ovor &11 tbo eountz:, i" vu tho only poaaible 
eolution. "The truth 19 ware in a poal-bion whioh is besot on 
all ■ido■ wit.b 4.it.tiaultloa and ob~oction■• 0111" ohoico lioe 
betinen tbola. It ia not a que■Uon or ahoo,stag botwon 
~• and 4i.aa4ftnt&i:oa. '11» 'llholo td.wation le mde up 
~ 4laa4ftnt.ge■, GD4 vo haw to mJro our dlo:loo ~ ot thom." 
Ild4.. p.149. 

11. 04466. t..10,, 1:1,.,._,_, to Dlllvor, p.197 • 
U. 1lae m. DDolri9 giw only the brio:test ~ ot We INriinc. 

0o'm■- Bi• throe U.atu aaooun1a d tJda aooUng vitb the 
pl"inoea, eieh iaol.S. tbe iD:tonaUcm tint John tJboprione vu 
witb'lbetlcMsnm'&t'lbeU.. 



eAllod an,1 thoy vero told -t.tmt t.ho UINtu. r,rmooa wro to be nt,unw! 

to tboir kro,al.o in ..:ibhobbu 1a torritory, ond under pre■INl"lt Zibbo'lllm 

B:__.-.ood to thia. Cloa.rly tbo ottioiol■ vo:ro try.f.ns t.o get tlw lA&lu 

country into UOl!lO 00tlblo.l100 ot ordor bo1'oro tbo Id.nu arrlwod DDd vben 

ono rooiLo ;-~'11.vor' a noxt. lona doepGt.ob to the Coloniol Offioe ooe oa&\ 

unc'lorota.t1cl thoir aatio..,a at :~orko'a 1'>rif't. 

!:ioon o.i'tor tho Govornor roturuod to Piotorma.!'it11bur:; be 

fo:t"l:c.rdod hia su.m;o9timus to ,~iaborloy. 13 '.Lbo IIX>■'t iaportan'b :point 

in this lon[: ro110rt is tbo :rococi:;i,onibtion (propoaod arit:inally by 

Oabom 14 ) t.ho.t Zibhobbu bo left. 08 en indopondmlt chi.of• Dulvar 

oooms to lJ.:J.vo boon otrm[;ly i::d'l.uonood ~ Oaborn'a too.r tm.t it the 

lun:-; voi'O rootorod to the \rlJolo oountry, t.bo Usutu would tako tbo:lr 

rovon~ on -tbo !·bndlllobl.zi vboao ~ocro~cBl poeltion doniod tboa 

any choioo of tJOvinr: into tho ~sorvo. 15 :Joro0"9r ::ibhobhu vu liked 

a.nd truatod by tho oi'fioiru.e nnd it vo.e bolicvod tbo.'t he va.a l)OVOrful 

'26 
onol..L3h to hold hia O\llh,. 

".la nn oppoiuted chio!', Usibobu 1l88 not boon altogether i'reo 
f'rom bis oha.:ro of blac10 in ros1:>0ct. o.f tho cuthorlil;y he 
oxorcisos 1iolmrda the brotl1oro !~tlo.buko B1111 Univot.u... nut 
of Usibobu•s GOOC.ro.l oon<hlot tbo 'e>aident, apock.s in t.bo 
hi~ost torcs, and holds o. vory cleoidod 01,inion nri only u 
to tho iJrOpriety but o.s to tho ox1l0dlona.y at l0&Ying him in 
a.n indo110ndont p0sit.ion. 0 17 

?;cli)bt>l:o aDd Ueivotu voro to bo aont bock to tho:lr la1t.a1a in Zibbebhu'• 

torri tory mid ho vaa to bo OOCJpOll8Gtod vith tbo teffl~Jr.Y 0901' which 

1cojanB had boon ~P!l01nted but which be bad newr ocoupied. 18 

C.Otsbv£\Yo'r:. tarritory wu to oonalat ~ that vhioh bad belonaod to 

13. C-3466, 1:0.106, Dul.war t.o Kimborla:,, J/10/82, p.197 • 
14. Ibid., !:aoloaure 1, !amo1"Ql¥ba:I tor 81.r ~ Bal..,. 
15. -~eo tho cap, ~i• II. ;.'.'..ofe~ to ths. ap (one .... 

by o:ttiolala a'I 'tho 'limo) vhloh 8hcMI 1bo loc»tioa of tile 
th1riooJl terrltorioa, flV vhioh l• aupoPJ111>'1••4 BIil,._.'• 
~ 4iri.&1on ~ tba ooantz,y, togolhff vlth ibe aotraJ 
di'l"laionl, daal.aocl on ~ tale CoJoniaJ Offioe, Gl.U"iftoa 
IQJ.,,..,. aml19u oonn~. 

16. C-3466, llo.106, Bulws to libllJerl-,., J/10/82, p.~. 
17. l'bi4e, p.199. 
18. VLJe p• ► p.U. 



Hwa, Sollllrelo, marvlelG, ?-1.{titaho, . ltmnvon.dlol~, TebinS,"W'Dt.YO, and a. 

porUao o~ !;ekofNl\yo'a p.lua tho Usut,u kroaJ.a in ~~lmolilu'a montimod 

111xm,. The ~sono territory vna to oonsiat of tho lnnd vhiab bod 

hoen stwn to J.>mm, lllubi, l-illm BDil tho ;:unindo'" at ~tow~• o 

torritor.,. ..vs:, ot tbo 7.ulua rosidine in Cot~•o torritory ubo 

~t viah to movo o,m;y !Toa bis rulo wuld be n.blo to do ao Md 

OOCKt UDdor tbo protoction o:f -tho Dri tioh nut21ori tio!l in tllD r.:oaorvo, 

whioh would bo dool.GrOd ~ boi~ undor t:ritiob 1n-otocrt,iou nnu 

authority as :soon Q8 lX>SBiblo. Zibbotim•s tl0'\1 bourulo.rion vcro t.o 

bo boo.cooed o~£ "~u such o. c00plot,o awnor ao ~ r,rownt ~ Il(>SBiblo 

19 giinmdentenclin~. 

!amborloy OOD.[."l'ntulo.toc.1 l\Jlvo1· on bio '1a.blo a.ml cooproheneivo 

report.a" and intomod him tllo.t IIor l-lnje3ty'o Govorncont fOUlla 

'themsol"l'OS in oomr,loto O{:roomo11t vith hia MO.lyoio of too cnuooo of 

the \ml'OBt in Zul ulnnd. ' Zioroowr cu, it V3D impoaeiblo for tho 

Colon:lal Cff:l.oo to "odd tbo vbolo or Zululand to tho lcmc list of 

natiw territorioa brouefl-t duriDc.r: rocont yoa.ra undor the Dritish rulo, 

iJle ~t of aaao o~ which lUl8 bocOOlO c, aourco of sorioUB 

W801aJMe IIDd od>a.rranoaont", tbo only Gl. torna:t.ivo voo, as Ilulwor hBd 

au:moatod, tho ~io.l roetornti~ ot Cotshua~~,. In fAOt tbo o:ily 

•ignWcant cba.Duoa which tbo Co:tonial Ot.tioe rnc1o to Dulvor•s 

p!Opoacl• VGN OD tboM po:ln'ta wiah tho Oovoroor bBd Stl"0811od tlUS't 

Dot. 'be altonde Kilaberloy dooidod th&t tbo HoeoZ"ft torri~ wa 

too large and ahoul.4 bo l'9C1uood t,o omaiat only or that torritory 

wieb ba.d prorioualy bolonao<]. to lum and Illubi. Ho foUDd ho could 

DD't ltUO'Uon the •• ~ tbo ten "protooted t•rritory" so tar aa the 

~eno vu aomamocl u it implied that "tho 1nt-mbi.tam11 GN to 

tlopaa4 t. dotaaoe DD'I on tbC1111elwa, but on Ilri'tiah 110Wr." 21 l't 

la oblfioall tllat Ddtaln, 1D epl'le d Blllwr'11 ounaa• SIQUD.Ct,loaa, 



did not intoud to e,3:ruao a.u.y-aoro rooJ. roa1.··1onoibilii.y ~or tho ''lulu 

!;cti vo . ·oe1orvt, 1 • ·f;bo;n -:.lK>Y bod tor the tbirieon kln{flou. 

ailwr•.s omt]loillts -to tho FJ.\rl of .Jorby, who bad replaced 

i;.J.oborloy a.o -..:ooret,a.z:-y o:f Stn:tc i'or t!lo Colon:lon in !Jooombor 1382, 
.... 

';.la,ro of no avoil. no vlooood oloquontly ~or tbo 0311'\JapUon o~ 

roa.l 1-oo;,__10nsibility in tJ.10 ;'.ooon-e. Ho had, ho vi-ot.e, rool.iaed 

tlio.t hio propotial.D lied involved tl10 o.3tJIJ01!)tion of ro0!)0:.18:l.blliVt-

"att £roe roaponaibility wo could not oacG!)ll!h ·o 
voro. c&.0 a. i:nttor of .fo.ot, o.lreo.cl:f poasosao<l ot it, ond 
it vo.o vor:y corta.in tho.t vo could not zat ricl ot it1 that. 
vo could not oocnr)O f1"'00 oithor prosont or futuro 
ros,L)Ol1Sibility by oir.:J;:,ly 1-ootorinc Cotyvo_yo to ~:ulw.o.nd, 
by roth•i?l3 !'roc1 tho 7.ulu country, nnd by loovinc it to 
hio. llo vlnt 'W'O could VO could not OBOCLPo .from rofJIJOilllib­
ility for ouch &1 act on our pa.rt ••• oiill loOD oould VO 
oncn.?() :froo t,ho no:.·.u :i.·on1l0Il.Dibili-ty, t,bc, coro roo].')OW!libility 
tlnt voul<l nt,ta.cll to uo for ovoey coooeqUOSlCo of tbo.t oct, 
i'or incliv-ldual llC.l"dship or oufforin,:; t.ho.-t ronultod trfl it, 
for ovocy h~ lifo ta.h-on or loot by ro!l!lou of it." 2 

'':'ho dotoils of too I\l'OI>Osod o.rro.oc-omonta, inoludinf.! thoae 
:poin·t:J on which 'lil10 vlcr.m o~ Hor :njooty•s Govot.'lQmt 
<lifforod. i"roc yo'tlr own, ho.vo boon i\111.y cmuincul in pro,,iouo 
con.•ooponclonoo, a.nd tl1oro oooioo to bo no uoooosit,y tor 
fw.'1Jlor diecunoion of tbog nt pt"CDotd, •• • 0 ~1-

Dritioh ro:sl)Onoibility in tho Hot'Jorv'O 1J1W kapt to A mtnt:c11n and 

Cottll~ ·.mo to bo :raatorod to tho lAr~r nroo. Du.t tho moat 

dio-t.urbi~ pan o-t t.bo l&"OJ:lOBOU reatoret.ion VU tho ldng 1a 11:frt,it.wo 

to hb propooed rotum to Zululnnd "Which booamo a.:t11~t vben tbo 

i'inol. clotdls wore 1~ to him in tbo Cape. 

I-t toll to Sir r~rou1.011 bineoo• High noae1 ••iono.r ror 

South '41-iaa. c..°ld GOYOmor ot the Cape, to ~rm ~ of U. 

.f'innl aonditiorla doat4o4 upan If, t-bo Co.\onietJ. Otfteo. ~•• 

oppoattion to tbo plan wbiah propoaocl to 4l"f'ide ~uJMd beOlm 

Obri.0\111 cblr:lns 1ihe CIOUl"IIO Of' tbo '1ltonifta, 111d bi algDad tile 

oondltiODII t mlrt~ 11 alNI" t,!a1; ha cli4 80 bNlluao be fOIIN4 tlla~ 

22. Pu ecae ot Dlllwm-'• pntan■ w ~. No.143, DMl1f' to 
llulvor, 18/1/8>, p.as,, IID4 c-3616 1 Uo.2>1 Da1.WI' to~. 1,/2/lle 

2J. c-3616, No.a, llul,... to DI••• 1S/a/83, p.2>. 
24. c-i1616, Wo • .eo, DldW ilo n.ai .... , 12/:Y:, blh 
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i:t be did not,bia return to Zululo.nd would bo postponed a.go.in -

perhape indefinitely. At the first intorview on Deccmbor 7th, 

1882 a. map o~ Zulula.nd was placed be.fore the king end ho v:is 

informed thn.t Zibhobhu we.a to be lo:tt cs chief' in tho north o.nd tbo.t 

the torritorios vhich had preTiously boon ruled by Dunn Md Hlubi 

wore . ov to bo pln.cod ou-t of Cetsl~o•s rule a.s tho Zulu No.tive 

25 
Reser"Y"e. Tho king's reo.otion to thia is worth q~oting in i'ull 

"Cotyws.yo (throueh Mr. Dunn) - I ho.vo hoard n.11 you ha.vo 
to so:y a.nu I "thorouahly unclarst.::.nd it, I cl.so understand 
what wcs sc.id to mo by Lord Kimberley in En~~l:l.nd and I 
knov tho replies I gn.vo him. I 'thorouehly understand 
all you have said to me. 
Sir Hercules. aobinson - Do you wish for e.ny furthor 
oxplarui.tion upon o.rzy of these points? 
Cetyva.yo - Yes I understand all the cxplc.uations you hn.ve 
8ivon me today, but I do not wish to mo.ko c;n:y reply till 
I get back to the Zulu country. I will meot c.11 m,y 
~oat men there o.nd sb...1.ll knov o.11 those who would like 
to leaTo the country that is set apart for me to aovern. 
llbon I heo.r -what, qy eroa.1; mon ho.Tc to scy then I ..rill ma.ko 
e. reply. 

Sir Hercules Robinson - That -will not do, bocauso 
unless you agree to the conditionD of the Ilomo Government, 
thEJ conditions I ha.Te oxpla.ined to ;vou, ,,9ou would not bo 
able to go ba.ck. Your re~toration is dollOndent up~n your 
accepta.ncc of these conditions. 
Cetywey-o - I bolon~ to tllo Queen cs much as n.nyone elso 
who liTos in this Colony doos. If I do not givo a.ey- roply 
until I get back to tho Zulu country it will be a.11 the 
so.me. In -the Zulu country I rill be the Queen's, as I e.m 
the Queen's now. It :f'ri3htcns me so much, tha.t I am 
afraid I will never get b~ck to tho Zulu oountry; I would 
like to mn.ke a, reply when I have cot back o.nd heard wha.t r.itY' 
great mon ha.n to sa:y. I belong to the Queen, I always 26 
did o.nd do now, a.nd I will abide by oYOrything she says." 

Cet•bvlQ'o stuck to tbia position. lie complained that the reserTe 

,ma the richest pa.rt of the country c.nd the home of "real"origina.l 

Zulua" o.nd he would not com.it himlelf until he bad ha.d diacus■ions 

rr Yith his "great IIIOll•" C.t9hwqo was urgod by Ilobinaon to think 

25. Tbe■e ■igniftaaut interriews are to be f'ound in C..3466, 
Roblll■on to Kimberley, No.138, 11/12/82, &closure 2, p.243. 

26. Ibid., p.245. 
-rt. Tovarda the end ot thl.■ tint in.terricw he realised -that if' he 

va.uted to eee Zvl.ula.nd again be would ha.Te to aocept these 
oondltloD.8 and Robinaon va.a almost irreeponaible whon he tried 
to toroe C.t.Bh.vo.J'o into •igning. n ~ ~ you like you can 
come and pn me a .fozaal eDga,gement. The eoonar :lt ia clone 
the •ooner 7011 will pt avq. When you ■:lgn the OODcliticm.• 
we rill order all the u-rana-nt• to be made. Ce~ - I 
would 1te willing to write '1113 nw toda,y :lt 7011-§:8ilil .ae to do 
■o.• 



·thinr'9 ~?' .tor e. ~w d..,,ysz:l r.:-..d on tho 11 th ~ a.uotber 

tntorvi.ov i.m.s t'IC'ld at w.iclt Cota~ a.a.nreoa to tba ocmicliti.ana ot 

tlm nw aottlt'GI011't r.wdn it c?.c~ that ho vao do~ eo iu oa'do:r 

tho.t lii.41J rot.urn to Zulula.nd mt~t not bo c:lel~. 

"Sir :£orculoi. :!obinllon - I m.ir,11080 you 11.C.ve roo4 tho 
pa.por I ! :-a.w yo1,1 on ~~? 
~t)"'-eyO - Yoo. 
~;1r :'Ioroulos ~obinlion - Jlo.'ftt you C\111)" rcr.xu-lla now'? 
Gci,~ - I 1-:.w no ro.?lY to i;d~ tadt\Y• I !»ft 
oai-oly cocc to put, f3\Y nerno to ,_, pnpol". 'i'bo do¥ 
'3!1c:::l I aev· you ~t /ynoorg I ,::sntocl you to t.,:y ~ 
i:,rt, tho 1-o:1orwd torrito~· 1"<:'t1ucod •'oda'1 I ha.ft 
cor:10 to 1,'JU't r~ nlV:O to tli.o l~!)Ol". 11 

~ si:-;a°''l t.bo clocurJOat. It is cle,u- that in nllov!,nz ld.& ro-w.rn 

to Zululc.rnl \lbon they ~liaod bis o.nto.:~oni110 to tho orran_;<DDllU, 

'tilo oi'i'ici.l.l:J voro ·~ine n sorious risk. 

n.rrivo<l in Zululood on lot:11 Jn.nua.ry 1884. _,,,, 

:o..notholoaa Co~ 

28. In his detenoo ot hie ln.to,.. aniooll ~ aftoai, pwtaa an 
&OGUrllt<' aocomd ot the inwrvian add, "'"'°• 8cw1 {".ol-, 
at the Capo, vaa a. Mend ot lllne, 111d bo .an.ea • to •••l'I 
1mer i,roteat anc1 en b&ok. to • OCJIIIJtlT, • ti11at 
CGDet,it,utioml l»POS Wu14 'be fOllall to pd, _,...__ rillw'• t• 

• • CompboU, 
ola'h o~ the D Quast. n, 
pp.a.,. 

, 
29. r.-3466, Uo.138, 



CJ-~I\."AY<) IN ztJJ..llLA!@ 

irlbil• f.i.r Jlcroulea f'.obinson ,ma lntorcin,~ tho unhn.ppy ltlntr of 

tho oonc!itionn ot hitJ roato:ra.tion t.!lo of'fioinlo in N!l:tol voro r:nki.nG 

fOYeriah at~ to ~ro tor tho n.rr1~l of -tllo oon..u-ch 'Whose 

return tbGy bad oppoaod. It YM <.1ocidtxl thn.t J .w. Chor,.'ltono abould 

booa:io llritinh '-:Osiclant:. Coe daeitJ1101' to1• tllo 7'o8orve ton·itory ~nd 

nclopt "eucl, prolirrd.aal")• aoo,sttl."OB a.a ,oo.y bo nccos:mi-y -to oota.blieh tbo 

now ordor of thi~s 1', 1 and his brotJ:.or, ~:;J.r \'l'aOOllhUuo, W.\$ to 

suponiso tho ina~l.n:tion. 2 Tktu~ 1~cis :::)w1 II 'ilSS to bo -the 

llritiab !!uidcmt vitb Cotsln."llv'Q• 3 

Tho a~ o~ tho k.L,g's ros-t-0:1."n:liion iD a tm.cic ono. !lost.of 

our intOl"'QB.tion on tiho subject c~:; ;trog llooplo vho felt tho.t tho 

restoration ~as a cli&'1.3tor boca.uso- oi' tho act,lons of cortoJ.n 

pe.Teonal i tios. Tbo : Jatal oti'icicl:1 ,,,.oro U.'30,uiaoua in thoir ~liot 

~t Ceta!nra.vo broucht aoout hi.a ovn d~il!'n.11 by rofueiu..:; to keop too 

ooadlt1onz, ho aicnod 1n tho Ca.11e4 o,nd f,bAt ho vn.s onoournzoo in this bty 

the lliabop.!Jtowo ooddlo:i:'11. '-41JO Col01l80■ beliO"l'Od tha:t, the J.:ing WD 

roturuocl undor oonili tioots vh1ch bad boon d.elibomtoly £rn.mod ritb tho 

bopo that it, 'tiOuld bo iapoa•iblo 1:or tho rostoro.tion to aucoood.-
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Thoy attempted to prove that the officials, by fo.lsi:tying reports o.nd 

coercina the Zulus, tried to pereuo.de the llome Government the.t the 
5 Zulus ha.d no desire to livo w1der tho king, preferring the Reser~. 

Moreover the Colensos accused the officials of making it o.ppear that 
he had _not, , 

the king ho.d broken his conditions wh~,"in their op}nion; Land by then 

"porsocuting" those wh.itos in Ha.to.l who tried to tell the true etory. 6 

Neither of these two viows give a. true :Picture of the ovnnts 

o..nd it is more profitable to consiclor not so much the a.ctions of the 

individuals involved, but the problccs that existed in the Zulu 

cowitry before tho o.rrivn.l of the king and aftor tho new settlement 

hcd boan proclaimed. Althouzb the ~ctions of certain indiviclun.1s made 

the situation in Zululo.ncl. vorao, in tho fino.l o.no.lysis it vas the 

difficulties which sprung from the fo.ct that it vcs virtua.lly impossible 

to brin3 pcn.ce to Zululc.ndwithout a. strong, contra.lised, o.uthority over 

o.11 Zululn.nd, with cffoctivo forces of coorcion a.tits <lJ.aposaJ,which 

co.used the collapse of tho first and the second settlements. Thi.a is 

the theme that runs throuah tho history of Zulu.land in the period tho:t 

follovod the w-ar. The officials had no real ]?O'W'or in the country -

advise, c~jolc, arbitrate ns thoy like, their decisions could not be 

enforced. They could not punish those -who vent ago.inst their wishes 

o.IliY more tbo.n they could support those vho obeyod them. It IIIWlt be 

remembered that although, o.ccording to the letter of the lev the 

ofticia.ls in Zulula.nd were still onl.7 "the eyes and ea.r■ ot the 

Government" the roa.lities of the situation had forced them to putt.heir 

5. Once a.gain the question hinges OD the problem of the mture of the 
"true -wishes" of tho Zulu people. I have alre~ diaow111ed tho 
difficulties thn.t this involves OD p.19, but tor furthor example• 
sae C-3616, No.31, Bulve~ to Derby, Enclosure, Z'f/2/83, p.43, 
pa.ra.. 16-17 in which Shepstone writes that a.ppor9nt contra.cliot,lons 
in Zulu statements on thoir feeling towards the kin:: nare iJi.e 
nr.tural result of the perpotual sense of inaeclll'ity o.nd uncertainty 
vhioh has been the experience of enry- unforw.na.te ZUlu in ZUlulan.4 
.from Childhood to the present moment." a.nd J.Y.. Gi'Non, The S;op 
of the Zulus, (Longmo.na, Green and Co •• 1911), pp.238-9. 

6. Por the Colensos indiouient oft.ho ott:Loi&l■ aee P.B. Coleuo, 
op. oit., pp.236-237. 



pare)¥ diplomatic rolo o.side and. they bocc.r.10 dooply iu-violvod in tho 

happenings in Zululand - a.n involvemont 'Which could 50,in them nothing 

bat distrust a.nil blacm from all sides. 

Cot.hvnyo roturnod -to a. country L--1 vhich thero had u.riflon 

bitter enmity, pa.rticula.ry between tho Usutu o.nd tbe ?i?.nclJlla.ko.zi. 

'lho Uautu who ho.d boon under Zibhcbhu o.nd had bocn turned off their 

'tribal lo.nd8 :felt they bo.d bcon tren.tcd oost cruelly o.nd, no doubt, 

had plans tor reTCnac. I.4U1U, vho vas once a.go.i!l under Cc-t.sliv~o' a 

rule, bad mo.ssa.crod tho kiui;•s por:Jona.l tribo. 

returning, tho AlmfJulusi, :probably hou.rti:)aod by tho news, turuod ago.in 

7 on IIa.r.Iu. As Cots~o so.i<l 0£ his 1·ostoro.tion:-

"• I did not land in e. dry pl::i.co. I la.ndcd in the mucl ••• 
You speak of rq com.ine and :fightin3 bein3 timely. I 
oamo o.nd found lona-sta.nding fcudG 3,11d bi ttcrly OJ?J?OSed. 
enemies. There ~re no nm, feuds since I car.io.•" 0 

It vae thercforo unlikoly that, even i:f Cotslnro.yo lmd vn.ntcd pc~ce, he 

could ba.vo stopped hi~ follovore £rom ~ttomptine to redress po.at 

grievnnccs. Uoreovur, doar>i·f;o Dulvcr• a a.ttolll]?ts to ranko Zibhabhu 

al.low l&buko end Uniwotu to return to thoir kra.oJ.s before tho kine 

arrived, tho Uautu princos rofwsod unless their follmrors could roturn 

to their kraals as voll. 9 This troubleuome strip of territory just 

to the narth of tho Bla.ck Umtolosi, which vns takon from Zibhobhu a.nd 

plac,ed under Co1ishwo.yo • a rulo, did not includo all the Usutu in too 

area. nds becamo a~ron't onco t.he bounda.ry lino between -the 

Mandhlaka.zi and t.ho Uautu WD.8 laid down, vhon Zlbhobhu oxpollod more 

Uanu vtio, unknown to the otficiola, ho.d •till been roaidina in hi3 

ie:rri to17. 

7. J.Y. Gibson, The Stoq ot t.ho Zulus, (LoDgmC,lla, Green ~ Co., 1911) 
p.224. 

8. V .r. Campbell, With C,~ in tbo XnkandhJ& o.nd tbo preaedi 11yate 93111 Zpl.9 gueation. .P. Daria and Sona, Durban, 1883}, p.lle 
9. ~- No.134, Dulwer to Kimberley, 24/11/82, Enclo.ure, lt.eaident 

to Dulver, 3/11/82. p.236. 



Tho bounda.ry line itself ,m..q t,ho co.uae ot ~roat contronrq. 

Dulwor hnd at.rcs5cd the tor,orto.ncc o~ rna.rkin~ out tho lino quickly, 
10 

vith ~-itnocoo3 from both nidos, undor tho BUI'lCrri.•ion or tho noaidant. 

Dospiia, Dulwor's strict in.structiorus, tl1c comition o~ tho country l:aade 

tJ 11 ~'--
it im11osr:dblo :tor tho r:.osident to r..ccompo.ny 10 survoyor, 1 ~ • 

Dustn.co I'e.nnin, who loft tor the area- ca.rly in Ja.uua.ry. . ,ibhobhu D.lld 

some f'ollm,or:is were p1"osent whon the l,on.cons vcrc la.id and IJlifl,dC a very 

[!OOd impression on the surveyor .. 

111.rbc Chio£ o.nd his people varo ~xcocdingly civil, and rendered 
filO choorfully all the a.ssistc,nco I required build.in~ bo~oona, 
cto. 1112 

As tbo aurvcying J?O,r-t.y with its a::wdhlakazi holpors mads its YO.Y o.oro•• 

tho hills t.ho Uautu va.tchcd nt o. dista,uco. 

"Of course we clid not [;O nea.r. 1Jo voro never asked, o.nd YO 

vorc not goinp; -to r;o whore Usibobu w:?.B • 1113 

The Uautu clcimod to tho ond th.l.t thoy were not shawn the boundary. 

Pynn triod to point it, out to tllom. It ho.d ouly boeu lo.id & woek when 

Fynn onkcd for a mo.p in ordor that ho rid.ght oxpla.in its limits to the 

~ and his £olloucra. ·.,'lum ho nnw:..god t.o get holcl of & map tho Uautu 

protcstou tbc:.t thoy could uot uudoratand whlt.t he waa tolktng Bbout. 

"Wo cc.nnot widorsto.nd those boundn.ries, o.nd they must be.YO beon 
definod by those vbo have novor bcon there, or ha.Ye ~ 
knowledge ot t.ho country or its rolatiTC ocoupo.tion.Tl~ 

Dulwer in-terprotod tl1osc complo.inte on tho part of the Usutu t.s typical 

of their obstruotioniat nttitudo, but a fov r.wnth.s lator be was in~ormad. 

by Mr. Fannin tbo.t the mo.p wn.a inacoarate in •o tar u the o.rea in which 

-·---------------------------------
10. C-3466, No.153, Mwer to Kiaborloy, 3/1/83 1 and Imoloaurea p.271, 

et seq. 
11. C-3616, No.19, Dulver to Dorby, Bncloeure l, ·~•i4.ent to Balwr 1 

5/l/83t p.19. 
12. C-3705, Jla.36, Dulver -to Derby, 9/5/83, &laloaure l, Fannin w 

Dritia!l r.,.aident, 14/1/83, p.56. 
13. Caapbell, op.oit., p.17. 
1'4. C-3616, No.)6, Bul.Yer to Der~, 6/3/83, Baoloaure 1, ,:,na to DQJ.1fWl"t 

6{2'f83, p.66, 



15 t.be bo'lmda.:ry lq V1ll,8 ooncorned. It doos not soem as if tlte 

Resident wu enr giTOn a. chBnce to explain the bounda.ry cloo.rly to 

the UIIU'tu. 

Another dittioulty vhich fBood those responsible for settling 

Zul.ul.nnd V!l.8 the vho1•oe,bouts of the roya.J. ca.ttlo. Caborn roturncc! 

311 hea.d to the kin3 on his o.rri"f'tll.16 but this crunt hn.vo boon c. vory 

sme.11 poreentn30 of tho hcrda the t hacl previously bcol'.l in llis 

po1ssol.'lsion. Gsboi-n hn.d uiscovorod tlw.t \,'hcolw:right ll.Q.d o.llowed Dunn 

17 to bey ma.ny of thom but he had put c. stop to -(;}nt. l!ar.m and 

Zibbebhu wore a.cousod of fu?.vina others; whctlli;'r this ucrc true or not 

Cotsbvo.yo aomplo.inod conti:nun.l.ly tho;t they had baon stolen by his 

enemies. lio vould not lm.vc mindod ii' t,}l{'} Government had coniiacai,;od 

them but not his "do,1s" •18 The question of the whcrcn.bou·lio of' thoso 

co.ttlc wn.s a coni:,to.nt source o:Z troublo. 19 

Tho succo3s of the plans for Cotslnm.yo•s return hi-aged on tho 

'h-ec !!K>'V'emont of Zulus frcw.i ono terri-tory to a.,o·tJ.l.8r. The idea thc.t 

thie .tree lilO't"CaOnt vould be acce:pta.ble to tllo Zulus aeoma to lto.vo 

rastcd on a false presumption. Att~ohmont to tribal lands aooma to 

b.-J,~ been very strong, both for practico.1 and emotional ronsons. 

16. 
17. 
18. 

19. 

11'.l'he actuo.l remoVQ.l, oithcr wr;:.y would ho.vo boen r. serious 
matter. It vould have i.nTolvod the abandonment of land 
that Ila.ii been onriclied by lon3 occupa.tion for tho.t 1.mich 
would prob&bly- be found unfruitful for some years. Hoch 
o.t the la.nd on the hill-eides or Zulule.nd io of very poor 
quality. Cero&la will not ~rov upon it without 
a.rti:tiaial tertilian.tion. .ZZu1u•• fertilise their lands 
by pl.a.Dtina their crops on old kraal site; l'he ftl.uo 
ot a locoJ.ity to tbo occupiors incroasos with tho number 
ot thet:1e :tertilised a1>0ts, and migration often entail■ a 
period of aoa.rcity. ~e inducement to migro.to would 
raqm.ro to be '"17' atrona, e.nc1 that of ■ontiment would 
aeldom, in i ta elf, be auf'f ic:lcmt to cause a peoplo !8 
ri•k the proapeot of mm.ger .tollow:lnc their chiot." 

C-370511 No.36, Dulwor to Derby, 9/5/83, r::UCloaure l, Fannin to 
Dritiah Heaidont, 14/1/83, p.56. 
C-3616 1 lfo.31, Bulver to Dorb,y, 5/3/38• flemorAndum No.l, p.59. 
C-)466, No.133, Bulver to Kimberley, 18/11/82, p.23). 
C-3616, Ho.53, llw.vor to Derby', 26/J/83, &olo■ure 1, P.ynn to 
Dal:nr, 26/3/83, p.99. 
Balwer bad naliaed thia tor 80IDG time. "I neod not. point out 
to 701& 'the c!uaer ihere is of tlduN Q,\lfftiona llDd dittioultie3 
ut.llba nt of the ~ poa■ea■ion ot royal oa'ttlo by a.uy: ot 
tbe 1.ala ad•fll•••"• 0-J.466, No.160, Balver to Ktml>erlq, 12/1/83, 
......... a, Blalwer to Reaidont, 30/12/82, p.202. 
Oibaon., op ....... p.243. 
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.Addod to this thore doca not seoro to li.o.'9e been a s~ioient. amount of 

lo.nd to a.llov tho movmtont of ono tribe to o.nother o..re& vi"'bout 

encroo.ohinc~ on -t,bo lands of t.l.Jlotoor tribo. 

"The~ /J'hc r~scrve Chie-£!7 ell corapla.in bitterly of tJ.10 

cha:nm:is nov ma.do vithout in ~ wa,y consulting their 
.fooli.113s. Should all these Chic.fs cor:io into ·t;he Hesorved 
Terri toJ."Y a.nil. bo :tolloved by a.ey ~bcr of taoir pcoplo, 
roo;:.i vill not bo i'owid for them." 

There aoems to h.a.vc boon r.. stro..'Plf: emotion.al P.ttn.chmon"' 'to tbe 

111Md of their fa.tho:r.s" on iihc p..,.rt of the Zulus J thus tho chiefs in 

Cotshweyo I s torri tory uho did not suri]:!Ort him woro :r,lo.ood in just o.a 

avkwa.:rd a l)Osit,ion n.s those in t,he Tioscrved Torrito:ry whose conple.inte 

I CJUotccl o.hovo. 

"'i"hci;o t:1os::1cngc1·s say th.1.t i:!' tho 1,ro:5ont arr.wgomcnt is 
carriod out they (tho Chiefs) vill be driven from their 
homos, their r,ooplo, and thoir cro:ps, c..nd mus"!; bccorno 
va.nclorors, o.s thoy will no-t :find room in tho lr..eaened 
Territory, end cannot live undor Cc-~yvnyo, and nalt 
•Is it truo thct you people nov t'ind that Cety-tl'ey'O baa 
dono no ,rronr? iihQ.t vrong ho.vc i!,2_ done tha,t, w a.re to 
bo driven fr~m our homes'1• 1122 

Ono la.ot point t1USt bo xoontionod in this <liscuaaion on :ta.ctora 

which lod to the fo.iluro of the 1.'C$toro.tion of the king tbrou,eh the 

i11a.bility of the offioiol:s to dovisc n. sottlc,mcnt vbich would. koop the 

Usutu n.nd Mandblalto,zi from con.tinua.l vn.rrina - the comploto lo.ck of 

truet Cctslnr~ ba.d developed tmm.rds the off:l.cial.s. 23 This vu 

partly due to tho toct that the !?esidont na.e powerlee■ ~ ahov any real 

support for i:ijurcd po:rties M ho. did not ha'Te the force at hie OQIWN'!d 

to punish offend.ors, but la.rr;ely due to c0111mW1ica.tlona betweG!D. tlle Id.Dai 

21. C-3616, Uo.8, Bulvor to Kimberle7, 19/1/83, Enclosure, J.&'hepetone 
to Dulver, 12/1/63, p.7. 

22. C..3616, ?fo.9, Dulwer to Kimberloy, 22/1/83, ~losurc, J .v .Shopstou 
to j~lwcr, 14/1/83, p.7. The point la that the ZUl.ws considered. 
removal. not as a solution to -the problem hilt u a. sevo:rcrnmiabment. 
How is it t.lla.t the o:.tticia.l.B, which inciludod the Shepstone•, ooal.d 
ilEke what a.1,poaris to bo such " grosa miacalcul.at:l.on? 

23. It is difficult to nccept Dul:wer•s conclusion thn.t. 1-t ~ Cat•~•• 
deliberntc contrnvenM.xxn of the 'ten18, aboYe o.tV" othe.- con11id.erat.icm, 
which led to the oollo.pse ot the sottle11ttnt. 



AD4 ._ Coleuo•• Cor.ulid.er thia le:~ter written by the king to G.n 

11D1mcnrn person in England e yeo.r botJoro he vas returnod to Zulula.nd. 

"I am comill{'; t.o yuu to pro.y :ln a.s lil\10h a.e you a.re 0, very 
great friend of r.tino, to look moro ca.rof'Ulq into ::;u1u 
11&.ttors uov. f;""he :lulus I mouths c..ro ahuiJ c.nd ·t;hcir 
foolings sup:prcssod by the Nata.l peo~lo. 'I'he sa.mo plo.n.9 
"1"8 now u.sed to koep mo in misory o.s voro Wied won l!\Y 
country wn.s inndcd. I novor roooivod tho ultimo.turn, a.nd 
now tho Na'tol poo,Plo s~ tli.a.t ·i;ho Zulu w:::tion uoc:s not 
vish tlO bo.ck, a.lthoueh they do. nnJ.imc.d.9 (Mr. Osborn) ha:; 
dono his beat to keep bc,.d.. i:Jlo :.;uiu vishos. Nr. Osborn 
soon o.llowod men liko Usibol>u ·t.o uo to No.tal; but i:.tor.s ~ 
brother Udnbuko o.nd t,hoao -tJ10,t w'i.sh mo back, a.nc'l wish to 
oxpross tho vish of the ,~ulu ~1.tioo.. • •• vey doerJ the 
~1:lsh GoTOrnmcmt liston .ao LIUCll to No.to.l lics ••• 1124 

It oould only h.n.vo boon mcmbora ot tho Dishopstowc !)fl.rty who oould ho.VO 

put auoh ido~ into 'tho king's hocul o.ud such idea.s arc c. croan distortion 

ot tho truth. 25 Tho difficulties that the offioinls ho.d i:u dealing 

with tho kinr:: must ha.Te sprune .from the f'c.ct too.'t ho c.oeply r.tis trusted 

the Na.t.n.1. officials o.nd for thia tho ColoD.GoB r.lUSt boo.r c. la.rga a.maunt 

of t.11.0 roS,l')OWSibility. 

Cotaln~ lanu.od o.t 1.-.ort Ilu:rni'ord on the loth JMUl'..ey. 26 There 

voro vory fov Zul.w, on tho bo3.0h to moat him. ..\.ocor<.li ~ to US"..itu 

aourcos tho reason for this -wa.s toot John Shopetono ho.d thro~tcn.od 

volco08rs with bullots. 'Z"/ ~"ho 1mrty led by Theophilus t':Jlopstono o.Dd. 

oscortod by~ troop ot Dragoons ma.do t.hoir wn.y up the ..-n.l.loy of the 

lhhlatlllli rinr to Ht,onjononi. J~ey Z-ulu.s visited the procession 28 

24. Lot'kr from Cety,nwo to J.~"?,_7, 21/12/81, G.H.677. 
25. In Ct>tshwa.yo'a sta.tomcnts ono cont.inuo.lly comes o.oros■ ata.tomonta 

that 1-.en o. Colenso "ring"ebout thom. Connidor p:i.ra.ero]:lhs 11 and 
12 in C-3616, N'o.:31, Dulvo2' 'to Derby, 5/3/83, &lcloauro, 'ZT/2/83, 
p.42. 

26 • .;~no vho vishoa to s~ur tho complexity ot the situation n.nd tho 
addod confwsiOD ca.usod by thG fa.et tho.t tho nnin sources of 
intomation como f'rora. 'tbo pens of poople deeply inwlTed in tho 
aitlmtion, ea.oh conc•nw,d vith r,roving tho other aide YrOili:, mw,t 
read iho report of the iIA£t.allo.tiou UiTOn by S1r Thoox:,hilus 
Sbe~tone in C-361~, No.Jl, Dulvor to Dcrb,y, 5/3/83, Enolosurc, 
'Zl/2/83, pp.40-,9 Gild Colonao•• ~r to it ill P.E. Colenso, op.o:lt., 
Vol.II, pp.289-415. 

zr. P.B. Coleuo, op.ait., pp.299-302. Aaoordin,g to tho Colenaos thla 
vaa all part ot tho plot. to anke :Lt Bppoa.r that tho kine vo.s not, 
velooae in Zululcnd. It such a ihrco.t vu cm.de it ia likely that 
the u.~ 1'1CIIID8d to kicln4l) the kina to ■a.TO him ba'ri.na to agree to 
tbe oondltioua at the .iut&llation ceromoa;y. See C-3616, loo.oit., 
p,.-tt. 

28. C-J616, loe.oit .. , l lla'ft bued th1a uaotmt on Sbopatono • • repori 
d tbe tuWlaUon. 



61. 

a.nd Gibson sut1s n.() their a.ttitudl.! very '1ell. 

" ••• it ffec inR'tallation po.rt,i7YB11 riai~ed at inter'TDls 
by men o.ncl women, tho first Giving loud oxprosaions to 
joy c.nd woudor, tllo scoo:i.d to vondor only. All vore 
ir.lTJrcaso<l with tho dcsirabili·ty ot f1o.yinc things only u 
woulcl be pl~o.ui~ c.liko to the rci,urninu kine nnd to 
those in 1;l.l.Oso hands ho still wn.:s. 1 iuch Wlcortn.in-ty 
bung ovf!Jr t,boir imocdia.to ft.ituroJ it bohoved tbom to be 
vo.ri, lc:Jt in ::;oi.10 Yt.y they ohoulcl brinz troublo upon 
tllom.solvos. 29 

P.von thouih they hn.d. boou m.nm1oned the Usutu lea.de~ did not Yiai't t.bo 

ltinCT, thcil.· cxcu.ac boincr tho.-t. -thoy woro dolo.yod by Zibb.obllu'e threats. 

The l·bndhl.nlm.zi chiof howovor did visit the camp. With o. sma.11 bod;y 

of horao1non Zibbobhu roclc into tbo c~ to cri.011 of oxoore.tion f'rom 

tho Usut.u llomon.. '1hla viaiii to tho camp a..nd the eto;tcmont ho ma.de 

to bbopat..ono waa typict.1. of the chioi' 1 s bra.vn.ilo. no must ha.TO t.Bken 

a. cr.>n:Jidcra.blo risk trovcllinc throueh Usutu territory. 

"He said that ho hcd come to llay hus roapecw to me, i;hat 
he fol t conn·trcinod to do so, oJ;bllo\Jtlh be hnd been adrisod 
to dolay comin~ bocauso the Talley of tho Vhite Umvolosi 
'l,f"Q.9 i'ull oi' tbo Usutu J.16,l'ty, B.lxl they would kill himJ ho 
did not believe, he so.id, ·that thoy would venture to 
touch hi!i1, and thoy ho.cl not, for ho ho.d cone so..foly 
tbrouch them. Ho dcniod ha.v:l.n!.; o.ny of Cot.ywoyo's cattle, 
or that he ?lad contompl::-.. t.od or ho.cl givon a.ey roa.son to the 
Usutu po..1-ty to ::JU.'3poot that bo bttd contempla.tod etto.cldng 
o.ny oi' thorn, n.nd thet i,o.rty Jo1ev full voll, ho so.id, that 
both allogo.tions wore untruoJ he a.dded, 11 know)l;Y 
bounwu-ies, and unloss tho Government ordor mo, I vill 
not ovoi·stop thems but it thoy o.ro in'1Ml.ed I sho.11 dofond 
tbcm, a.ud tho inve.dcrs must take tho consoq:ucncoaJ ••• 
A1"ter st~g mo1·0 tha.u Q.11 hour in carapo he :rode a.croaa 
the open country towo.rds tho Ulundi vo.lloy on bia ~ homo. 
I folt i'or bis aa.fety, but tboso who know him better than 
I did, CSi)Ocio.lJ.y Mr. Osborn, so.id tbo.t ho va.a fc.r too 
clovor £or his <momios, and llt>uld not givo them time w 
r:ioture any corabina.tion o.zo,irult him, that hi• proD1ptne11:s 
wld dash vould t=a.rry bir.J so.rely tbrough, a.nd so t.hey" a.ppc,c.r 
-to havo dono. 11Jl 

Accordilte to Shopstono • s report, tho installation coromoey va.s hindero4 

b;y t.ho o.ctions of tho Usutu pa.rty who vore al"IZd.nn e.nd ga.t.he~ in 

great numbers noa.r tho com:r,, and by their leader's rof'ual to meet the 

l:d.:ig. Nevertholos:1 the inaila.llation vu oarrio4 out. without UV' 

outbreak o£ violence. 

29. Gibaon, op.oi't., p.240. 
30. A pbraae vbich prampu an innaendo boll tbe Colenaoa, 

op.oi't., p.J.48. 
31. c-3616, loo.olt., p.50. 



At tho oerom01lY -tho Uisutu loaders oomplcJ.nod bittorl;y o:f tbo 

mvane:r 1n which Cetsbwayo WD,S re11torod. Porty Zul.w, epoko, tho 

ma.jority of thom At;C.i?'.s·t. the tc:n!JB of tbo nou so·l;tJ.aoont. 

Da,bQ,lamnn~;,•e tira.do certainly bc.d. o.n oloment of ti".rth in it. 

"Do you oay thn.t we aro to movo. \·llwre will you J.)Ut us, 
then, sinco you aro cotina up cl.l Cotshvnyo' s land'? 1:'.alJ:. 
us vhero y0u fix Zibob11' s bouudo.rios • ~~l\Y' do you corno 
and givo the lo.nd to tho vory poo:r,le vb.o he..vo been killina 
w,? Do you a.pprovo of their bloodshoddinz' Yon h~ve 
oomo 'to kill him, not to rostoro him. 1132 

Shopatone cut him short, SQIYinP.' in hia report that 

" ••• thia ore~tod ~ aonD~tion amon[l t.uo younger portion of 
tho n.udienoo, o.nd va.s c:o.lculn.ted, if not intondoc.1, to 
excito ho:stility to Usibcbu c.ud contc!D]Tt for Iler ?·lajcs·ty•s 
GoTernmant, 0.11d cepcci~lly for toot of NotBl. lie 
concludod G speech, full of objectionable declo.m..~tion, by 
a~th 'To you Ueibcbu 1 3 blood ia c,a .svoct milk, it CIWlii 

bo preserved, l\lld t.'\kon t.ho crontcst caro of J wile ours 
is vorthlosa and coI!ll!lon, ond co.y bo shod by ~no disposod 
to shod it.' n33 

Thoro VD.8 no placating Cotshw~ or the Um.itu. Cotshvn.yo 

orossod the 'fr'bi to Utlfolosi t.o esta.blish hia hro.o.l on Fo1n·wu-y 9th. 34 

Arouwl him ca,thorod a.11 the Usutu chiefs vho had boon expelled from 

Zibhobhu's torritory or who still h3.d krc.a.ls thore and voro in donaor 

of boinc oxpollod. CetshwOifo told Fynn tho.t he ,ms koeping thom 

non.r hil:I to prevent blood.shod but Dw.ver had no truck with such an 

gouao. 

"You vill be Zood enough to inform him tha.t Undabuko 
and tho othors are now undor his a.utboritJ, and he will 
bo held roeponsible ~or their ooDduct ••• " 

'l'ho thome o~ Cotshvn.yo's mo11aogo■ for 'the next two months wu 

a cont.inual complaint a.i-ainst, tho reduction ot hi■ t.erri tor,y. 

vu eon•tant troublo durinu that periods Htono.vondlelo., vho hod been 

-.be appolnocl chief of the a.rea. whioh inoluded Ulun41, complained 



J6 
th.a..~ tJ10 Uautu vero robbin~ hiG J:lCorlo's fiolds. Thon t.be Uautu 

a.asa.ul tod mostJOngcrs trol!l Zibhebhu 37 nnd in ~lo.rch Uautu bo.nda entered 

lbndhla.kczi territory, ostensibly 'ho t'loa.rch ~or cn:ttlo tlm.t, caight 

hevo boon hidden thol"c! 8 a.ad Zibhcbl1u ro]?Ortod tbn.t thoy had riolon 
were 39 

aomo of his horses, ~ndLplot~in~ to take hi8 lifo. Zibhcbhu'a 

reaction revealed~ confidence which fav other Zulus folt in dealing 

with the situn.tion. 

he 
"Usioobu vishos to :::a.y tha.tLdoos not fcn.r Cctyuo.yo llJld tl1at 
he is quito roo.cJ.y u.nd villin~ to g·o a.nd roto.ko his horsoa, 
but tho.t ho is afraid to ,lo 'llron~ ••• Usibebu nov aalm tho 
Govcrnraont to a.ppoint o. wbito mo.n o.s a. !~sident with him, as 
h~ wishc$ to hcvc a. witnosc to aco wh~t, ho <1.oos, ~d that 
ho tloc~ "t.°he.t is 1·ilht, :::.a hio only fear is tllat be JrY do 
vron.J, and bo found fc.u.lt ,.-ith 'by the Govorru:1ent. 11 

Those r>et-t,y uisr,tit,cs botwoou t,llo :: :a.uohla.kn.11'.i and Usutu epra.ng from, 

a.:nd incrc:J..!Jcd, the bittor enmity bot.voon tbo factious. Tension roao. 

On the 23rd !b.rch Zibhobhu sent o.n irnpi t.o tho kraal. of Na.boko, an 

Uautu sympa.thiscr in his torritory, to onforoc bis oWJmiaaion to the 

I·h.ndhln.l;:.a,:d chief• 41 

nui,ror, et this tmo, vn.s moro concorned with the a:t:.titude ot 

Cotsh,m.yo to tho ?hndhlcl:czi. Ho wrot.o tmt tbo king soemed "little 

disr,ocod, in rcf::!)CCt of Usibcbu's territory-, to a.bide loyally by tho 

conditions to '\.hich 110 bc.s boon rcs-torod. 1142 a.nd be informed Cet•hvo.yo 

tba.t if only he "would rest quio'tly and contentedly a..nd koep t&i.thf'ully 

to the conditions to 'Which ho r>lodco his vtrrd." 43 thero would be no 

36. C-3616, Uo.37, l~vor to uorby, 6/J/83, Enclosure 1, Iynn to 
Dulver, 1/2/83, p.68. 

37 • C-3616, Ilo.44, Dulwor to lJarqy, 15/3/83, Enolaau.rc 1, rt /2/83, p. 78. 
38. C-JG16, Iro.42, nul.ver to Dorby, lO/J/83, p.75. 
39. C-3616, No.48, a&lvor to Derby, 21/3/83, fucloaure, 5/3/83, p.88. 
40. Ibid., i)erby's ratusa.l to this request c,an bo fouml in C-3616, No.59, 

Bulwr to Derby, 23/4/83• p.110. 
41. C-3616, No.77, Dulver t.o Darby, 9/4/83, ~losure 2, Ppn to Blllver, 

25/3/83, p.131. 
42. C-3616, :t-lo.56, 1-1.ver to Derl:v, 26/3/S"J, p.105. 
43. C-3616, Na.67, Dw.vor t.o Derqy, 29/3/83, ~loaun T, Dalvor to JT:,mt., 

29/3/SJ, i,.118. 



troablo in tho land. But his mo1ura.gee could not ■top tho nr.roh 

or ewnts. On tho 28th !-hrch Pynn boa.rd tho.t on Usut,u inmi was 

IIIW!lterina and Ndo.buko bod lo:tt tho king' c krca.1. The irnpi from 

Cetabvnyo • B t.orritor,y va.s joinod by tho Un..c~zini tribo widor 

?-bboko ood Mn11nr.1ruw.•s Dutelozi. 44 It is boliovod -tl»t tbo a.tt.a.okillg 

toroe 0onei11tod of 5000 t1en c.nd it is indica.tivc of Zibhobhu's skill 

u a soldier tha.t. ho enticed tho huge Usu·w o.rmy int1J tho Hsobo 

'l'Dl.ley, whoro tho ton-a.in ofi"orod max.icum oovor and tborc he cmbw:ihod 

thom. Tbo n:tttl-ckors voro taken so COl'll)le-tcly by sur-_prioc tlmt ovon 

the yowiz mBt-boo.rers voro still vi-th the CU'T.\Y whon iillo !1.mcllil.nkn.zi 

1'oll on thoi:l. Tho U:rutu panicked a.nc.1 flod, o.nd in tllC battle a.nu 

tho pursw.t tho.t followed ~ibhobhu lost only ten con whilo the bones 

of tbo Usut,u cload m.l"l::£<1 the ;path of t,hoir rot1·oa-t, for yoo,i·s. It 

is so.id tha.t in no other bn.ttlo did t.ho Zulw over suf£or creator loso 

ot life. 

U■utu. 

TllO l-ksebo vn.lloy battle l'\8.d torriblo consequences £or t.ho 

45 "CotDllWB,yO suf£ored both tl1c cctl.am.ity and the blcmo." 

Bul~or we.a convincod tho:t tho et ta.ck v£t.s lJD.Clc "lr-i th tho kine's conoout. 46 

P:rmn this mor.1ont on tho Usutu lost any hoJ?O they cd[th't ha.vo ha.d of 

8')"mI)Bthy .frog the officio.ls. .u1 dis11Utoa wore nav tro.cod be.ck to 

the Haebo V8lley o.tta.ck. Zibhcbhu, who ho..d cons~tly stroaeod his 

cle11ire -to o.dh.ore to tho Govornoontta wishes had boon eivon n porfoctly 

~uat,itiabla rea.aon t.o attc.ck bis oncmios wbilo the Usutu bn.d merely 

ocntirraed vho.t tho officials ha.c'J. ~lwny::s sUGpccted of them. 

I doubt it Cetslnmyo'a cOOl!)licity in tho a:tta.ck ce.n bo 

uoertainod with any degree ot aocUl'G,,C)". Tho king's statement. tl~t 

44. I haw i.&ken 'Uds aooount ot t.bo Msobo TD.lley fight from Gibson. 
Be bu obriouaq ma.do o. oloee et~ oz tllo Bluo -Books and, to8'9ther 
Yltb t.be lmovleclgo be must haft gainad from tho Zulua tbemaelTes, 
baa v-4ed. a aMlh moro ooheaiw account of the contused piriUl'O 
vtdob. emerge• from ihG ••ttered. and qoGllpleto offloial roporta. 

45. Gtbeoa, op.eit., pp.248 249. 
-46. Pol- t.he .,.1, aaaprehensin ezpoaition of Balvor•• attitude aoe bis 

c!ea,.ltob, c-3705, No.4-, Blllver i.o Derbr, 23/4/83, p.5. 
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ho 'WtLS in comr>loto ignoranoo of the a.ttBCk-4"1 1a Tery ditftoult to 

believe, but I fool toot :lt ia necessary to tempor ai1:wer•11 connetlon 

48 
tha.t it wo.s a.!.do vith Cct,sln,rn,.yo 0 priv,y Q.lld conaent:lngn • Ve DIUl!lt 

not overlook the i'o.at that t.ho ldng rot.urnod to the country u head 

ot a. i'a.otion that wa.a oa.aor to a.vengo it■olt on what it comiderod to 

bo its porsoouto.ra. 'lo -what extent vn.s <fo-tsb,rn.yo controlled by his 

followers·, 'i.'b.o following l')Q.Ssa.eo from Gibeon should bo kopt in mind 

'\-Then coru1ido.rinz tho q_ucation ot tJM) ldnt:' a ros!)Ouaibility. 

47. 

n l\11 crro1· r1·evo.ilod in i:,ho mi."lds of tho Bri tiah 
aut~oritioo at this time in tho boliot ~"hicb tbe;y ontorta.ined 
tha:t. tho vill of the '.l.ulu k.i.n:J 1-io.s a.boolu:t-o in aJ.l ma.:l;ters 
off ootil1a tl10 pooplo ho govornod. To somo oxtont thiu wa.a 
justified by the n.saw:aptions of GOl'QO of Catahvo.yo's predeooaeoraJ 
bt!t tllo fc.to of tlleso shwod pla.inly tha.t only thoao [(OTorncd 
sec!.u-oly ,rho :;ovorncd o.ccordin_; to tho 'Will of tho generality of 
the J.'()oplo ••• 

It '\TO.S im:prosscil. upon Cc,tsm.'1:?.yo tha.t ho wa.s peraon~lly 
respon.oiblo for tho looepinz of eood ordor, but it mwat roma.in 
doubti"ul vhothor ho riosscsoed the r,ov-01.· to control tbo 
dcvoloJ:ll]Gnt tlin.t vas in progress. It ie certain that, h8d be 
<'lono oo, ho would l1nvo mw.l.y diao.rir,oiu:tod tho oxpoate.tiona by 49 
vhieh thorJo voro a.ctuo.tod 'Who hnd l?~ for bin rostorr.·~ion." 

Bllolonn 4, P,rml to Bdwr, 
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atAI'l'RR. F.IGIIT 

'l"'.JE DE.'\TIT OP Cl·:'I'SirtAYO AND 

Tllli DE.."'"~T OP ZIII!r.liru 

"Untortuno.toly tho rae.torie.le vi th Ybich we hn.ve t.o dca.l 
in this :po.rt ot routh Africo o.ro so inflWilll..'1.blc 1;hc. t 
once o. ar,a.rlt. is nppliod to tllom it is difficult to cay 
when ve can put ou-t ·&ho f lc.t.1C , e.nu too unproTOkccl 
in"f8.9ion o~ Usibebu 1s -territory vith the evidont object 
ot takiuii h.is lifo or ursciitin~ bis o.uthority, the 
burning of his kr::uus and the siiirulta.noou.c a.ttu.ok. uo.do 
U!)OJl hit1 trom different qu.'lrlei·c ha.vo roused the ficrco 
:foolinc;s oi" his poorlc ilnd hn.vo ldndlcd a fire in tho 
vholo of lforthom Zulula.nd. nl 

Dulwe~•s ~eto.phor doscribea accurately the aituc.tion in 

Zululand duri~ tho 1,ariod follom.nc the U~utu c.tt::.ck on the Ihnc1hln.kazi. 

Onoe tho nevc reeoJ10<.l IL.:-..ou or hiB on~· '·s do.i'cc.t he turned on tho 
'\ 

AboQulu.si once o.ga.in. ~ ~~rn2:~ ret.aliatcd £or the Usutu n.nd <ll.•o,yo 

llo.CN a.ud his r>ooplo into· a. dorgo whero thoy lo.y aoi:ro to tlwm. 3 '..:'ho 

otfioia.la did thoir bos·t, to koop tllo situa.tion unt1or con·l;:i:ol and Dulwor 

domonrlrated hov to.r they h.a.d r:iovcd :C'ror.1 tho idea. th.1.t tho Ro:,ident 

must bo "tho oyos cmd oa.r:." of ·liho Government vhon ho o.skod ~ to trJ 

a.nd keop in contact with Zibbcbllu "to atop tho first symptoms of any 

attompt on his pert ••• to ~roeood to acts of rotnJ.iation." 4 But 

although Zibhebhu did no~ give free roin to his forcos he ooatinueu 

rith aot■ of rotoJ.iation and ma.de compo.ct3 vith chioi"s who opposed the 

Usutu. ~'hon rop~tQO.D(lod for croasin~ his border ho dofonded himsolf 

■IQ'ine tha.~ it wa.s necosss.ry tor poaco to root out troublcr.mkors. 

1. c-3705, no.16, Bulvar to Dorby, 30/4/83, p.31. 
2. Por th:ua um. Dl&l.ver's COJ:EIOnte on tho violonco tho.t to11ovod the 

Meobo "Rlley fisht 1100 C-:J705, No.4, llulver to Derby, 23/4/83 an.cl 
Eaoloaure•, p.5. 

3. Q-3705, No.57, lllllver to Dab;r, 4/6/83, ~loaure l, P),nn to Dulvor, 
2,1'/83, p.lOJ. C-3864, llo.5, Dulver to Oerb),, 18/6/83 1 Inolosuro, 
PJ'nn to Bul:nr, 3/5/83, p.10. J.Y. 01baon, Tho Story ot tho Zulus, 
(I-onpenn• 6nen and. Ce •• 1911), p.251. 

4. C-3705 1 HQ.12, Bul.Y9r to Der!v, Z'l/4/8:J, Jliclo■ure 6, Bulwer to 
P)nn, 'Zt/4/83, p.2,. 



"Uaibobu sa._y15 ho bas bcon obli~d to do these thin(?S in 
biB ovn dci'cuco, a.nd to l'l'OVont. his onowiea from again 
att.o.cld.ng him in hia territory vtierc h" viehes -to reL'J&in 
quiot. lle 1u:.d no wi.ah to JO beyond. his bouoda.rio• 
aga.irust ~no. Ilo t!.Sks the Gowmor to rely thlt he 
will al.vC'..ys abide 1,y the condi t,iow, undor ~oh ho WDJI 
o.ppointod and tbo orders of tho Go"Yernmoni.., 

'l'hia dociaion of Zibhcbhu'fJ f>o tc.ko thi'fll!S into his mm holids is 

sieni,fica.nt. Tic co.utioUGly, and "1-th Rot1c justitico.tion, 1,uniahecl 

those uho hn.d a..ctcd c.t,,a.in.et him, but of courso such punitive moa.au:roe 

did nothing to holp oaso ·the situotion. Dulver was a.nnoyed tho:t, tho 

chiof in whoo ho bo.d .i,l\lt so much ·tr\\st ohould nov oponly' dinobay him, 

but ho was po~(erloss to do a.nyUli.n:i u.bout it. 

''I oi::m.n.ot OX!U"cos too ntrongly cy .,£~ndonna.tions of those 
1xrocoodin:;:s on Ueibobu's po.rt, ,Lp,J.thougb ho was r,roTOked 
by the "outrc~oous" a.t-tack on 1ihc JC-th Z~ch ho drove it 
ba.ckJ 'loot vn.~ r,,oro tlmn oc.ou,Ji, :ind £or him to 
rocornmcncc o.f't,cr sovcrel ru:.y::;, the wo1·k of 1•oto.lio:t.ion i■ 
:uoat unju.otii"ic:.blc. "u 

Dut Zibhebhu had, in -~ phra.so of o. oontempora.ry cocmonto.to1w, "by 

slowly incrao.sinz d.ogrooa, tostod tho oln.st.icity- of hie leaah", 7 

a.ncl ho discovorod tho.t it could be stretched to C\ consid.ere.blo degree. 

'i;ba.tovor Cote~' B rolo in tho bloo<lahed that had ocourrod 

in Zululo.nd it is difficult not to fool m,mo sympa.tey for tlie king. 

His su:ppo.rtors dofoatod, hie roprta.tion a.an. nnn of inter:rit.y gouo, 

hia ata.tcmonts to l~ over the next throo months rn.nge trCD 

expressions of injured ixmoconae to utter despnir and open robellion. 

~er Zibbebhu's first rota.lio.tory raids Cets~o ma.de this 

sto.toQOnt to ll)nna 

5. C-3705, No.43, Mver to Derby, 14/5/83, ~losuro, O■born to 
Dul.Yer, 5/5/83, !'I)e74-75e 

6. C-3705, No.24, I~l:vl!r ~o Derby, 2/5/83, Znelo■ure, Dlllver to 
Pyun, 1/5/83, p.40. 

1. v.Y. Ca.rapbell, Vith Ce:\JVlmt 1n 91 IpJzJ¥'bJ•• tP4 th •rt' 
ata.H of jbe Zulu que■tion, {P. DI.Tia an4 Sou, Dmtaam, 1 3 • p.'9. 



"/.!,t■hwayo sa.yi; tint hi/ i~ remn.ininn quiotly o.t Undini 
vi th tbo men lie hafi ;:i.oser1blcd. to protoot hit1 a.nd kooping tho 
reatorot,ion conditions1 whilo Usibobu is brca.lti.nG them, 
cros•inz over, l'lundorint: ca.t.tlc, ,..-omon n.nd childron. nod 
killing poople, vbilo ho, CotYfflllYo, r..11lko;. no rcoista.noo and 
ordo1.·o his pcol)lo not. to ro!iiot, c.nd yot, ·tho Bri·l;ish 
P..oaidont, civo him no protoction or so-tiofo.otory roplic:J 
froo i.ho Govo:.:-nm~nt -to a.11 bis c:prcnlo ~nd conpl~.ints• e.nd 
hoe no turthor bopoQ or conf'idonoo in mo or I:\Y cocnunica.t.in3 
to tho Govornnont. 118 

'rho kin;? continuod to cor.11>lc..in a.bout tl.:.c tc:rm.cJ of his restoration. 

"Cotymi,yo :le.id Usibebu is his ••• dog ~nd h:J.d been ~i-ve?.i llia, 
Cctyva.yo 'e, couniiry cud to bo lllQ.de his cq~nl; would '1uo 
EDGlish ever to.kc a comrJOuor a.ld. bivo him ro,rt of ~lend, 
the f;loon';:; co wit~, ·t.o rulo over end bo her oqucl over :po.rt 
of her country ••• 11 

Dulvcr wo.s no·t; improssou. 

"liith such vio,,m o.s these, Yith flo oomploto a. disrc~crd of 
tho circ~s-to.nccs tmdor which he h.:!.a roturnod ·Go tho 
couutxy, with so exa.~,rorn.tod a.n 01,inion oi" his kiJlillY 
position, tho hor>o of CeJ.;yw03"o'a o.dhorouco t3 tho conditions 
ot bis rostorc-tion booomos 1niu.tully loss. n.l-

Dy M~ Cotshveyo openly rofusod to oboy t.11.0 officirrls ooo so.id, ·l:,ha,t, 

he 

" ••• co.n no lon~cr continue looldn3 on Gooin!! his people 
subjeoted to thig treo.tment and boinG killed... 'l'hc.t he, 
Cctywayo, will so to war vitb thC?11 ••• 11ll 

Thua the loooe1•s oi' the VG.rrina I·w:idhl~zi o.nd UButu to.ctiona 

vere to a groetcr or lossor oxtont going aaainst tho coLl1lOJlt1s12 of tho 

of~iciala. Zibhebbu must, to a la.rco extent, bo.vo boon forcod to do 

ao. lle waa surro'Wldod by onOlilios: one tho ono :Jido there was l!l:zyoma.no,, 

in ~ho north and north-oo.st it ws rumoured that the Svnai and Tongana 

vere about to Btta.ck n.ud to the south BIid south-east tho ~ni 

tribo undor SOQkole vere in a.llianco vith Cotoliva.yo •a tollovor3 •13 

Be C-J7051 Uo.16, 
20/4/83, p.32. 

Dulver to Derby, 30/4/83, EDoloeure 1, Fynn to Bulwer, 

a&lwur to Dorb,r, 12/4/83, Enoloaure 1, Pynn to Uulvor, 9. C-7105, No.41, 
'J0/4/83, p.<19. 
c-JTO,, ~o.41, Dulver to nerb,v, 12/4/83, w.67-68. 10. 

11. 
12. 

1,. 

c-m,, Na.~, Bulver to Derby, 15/5/83, ~loaure 4, 9/5/44, p.77. 
DI• otfte.lala 414 "au rd .. • in tbe term o~ the aet.Uemont hovover 
._ ■bou14 haw ODl¥ "Mtri■ed.". 
Oibeon, op.•tt., p.2'2, 
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\'bethor the ldne h3d. o4 rf?a.son or not to disobey tho o1'1'ic.lal.• • tll8 

officin.l!.J t~10I!lBolvos had ,-io <Wubt ·tJmt his l'llOtivoa vero l,J0.1'1.i■an awl 

unjust. v..nd noii only V&B ho ncCUBed 0£ violating ;•al.il1obhu1 a bowMla.rio■ , 
so 

but o:r Lintorterint: wi -th t.hc !'taso:rYo t.crri tory, lJJW. intimidat.ing :L ta 

inbo.1,ita.uta, tbo.t tho ::rta.bility ot a.11 ~ulula.ud va.a tlll.·oa.touod. 14 In 

i'o.ct tho lo!Jical conacquc.uco c;,f both tho l)O"worloa3 .sot.tlc::J.Ont.a vaB comJn. g 

a.bout - oi;Jht ¥o.:l 0Yc1-Wdnc ri;J1t n.s Cctolnlo.y-o, in hiu doo:,:ia.ir, :i.-oa.li■od. 

"Oh! you GwnJ.o.cwn,la.1 l~ i-.'ho ·li.!ll ua to re-nin q'1ietly 
llorc ! Cbl you fil!~lish :pooplc, '1hilc ow.' vomcu c.nd 
childi:-cm n.ro hcin..:~ lallod C'..nd our ca-ttlo takon, let us 
io fl.·cc to ill'Otoct our fc-,Qilics, let \~ blcck pooplc 
fi:Jrli it out bo-t.·.mon ours cl voa. 111 

Dulwo:;:-clid. hi3 bc:it t.o l..ce1) '1;,ho situ..,.tion in chock. 

submitted ro:r>0r-~ to tbo Coloni~ Ottice !.1()intinc out tha.t with 

Catshvayo diooboy~ ·l;ho oondi tiono o:r his rostorr."liion it vns 

i.mpo:ra.tivo ·(;ha;f; lli'it.'1.in boco.mc rcs}_)Oll:Jiblo for. oota:blishi.ne roa.l 

eovornuont in tb.o l/.oscrvc. 17 'ibcophilus &nopBtono supportad him in 

this o.nd put forwn.rd tho tho sio th.a.t Cotsl~ 1 s a.otions vore plcmnod 

fu "unoottlc ~ vot1.ry tho cind.a ot the pooplo aa -to induco tbea 

ovontua.lly 'to prefer l1is rule. 111" Derby, a.s e. roeult of this presau.ro, 

roluct!lntly ao.vo permission for o. shov of forae in the ,i.eservo •19 

Dut Duluor va.s not aa.tisfiod just with ■onding m'GGnt. ploa.s -to 

tho Colonia.l Office for ho alao tried porson~l interTention. Yet 

cnothor Shcpstouo - this ticc Ilonriquo, the 110n of 'lboophilus - vo.s 

sor.t -to ~ulula.nd with instructions "to enter into cocmunioa~ion a.t the 

oo.mc t.ir.lo 'With tho throo prinoi:pal. po.rtios t.o thi■ disturbance, namely-1 

14. 

15. 
lG. 

17. 

18. 
19. 

lhoy of tho dos:po.tchoa in the l\luc Books concontrato on Cot.slnmyo'a 
in'terforenco in the !'?oaon-e. 'Ihia, together with tbo "a.git&t.ioD" 
of tho Usutu in tho Ilesorvo, under ~bul.NDN111i, can only bo 
ccutioned in this essay. 
IIcnr,y Fra.nci• Eynn. 
C-3705, ~:o.51, Dul.ver to Derby, 21/5/83, Enclo■ure 1, cynn t.o 
ilulvor, 10/5/83, p.86. 
C-3705, No.42, Dulwor to Derby, 12/5/83, p.70 and C-3705, Ho.511 
Dulvor to Derby, 21/5/83, p.83 
C-3705, Ho.48, ·r. ~hop11to11• to Colcm1u.l ~oa, 12/5/83, p.79. 
C-3705, Nc,.61, Derby to Bulver, 12/7/83, p.115. 



Cet,yvayo, Uaibebu, and Ukama. ••• vith the riev of averting a renoval of 

boatilitiea." 20 Ria mission did not succeed and skirmishes and 

repriaala continued. 

At the end of June the Usutu undor Hnyomo.na. who had been 

besieging Jlamu vere removed from their positions, and on tho 14th July 

21 a raid vu made into Zibhebhu's tor:ritory. 

"This was the act which Usibobu says decided him to 
bring matters to an issue. There can be no doubt t.bat 
he sav the storm that vas a.bout to burst upon his 
territory, and that he dotermined by a bold 2movemont to 
try tho issue of the war at Undini itself." 2 

On the night of the 20th July Zibhcbhu led his !fo.ndhlo.kazi soldiers 

on a darine 35 milo night march into Cetshwayo's territory and ns the 

sun rose the Handhlokazi wore in sight of the king's kraal. 

At Ulundi Cotshwo.yo he.dtJ1,thered round him most of the men of 

importance and sta.turo in Zululand. Tho Usutu va.rriors go.vo little 

oppoaition 23 as the ~bndhlaka.zi approached tho kraal then broke 

formation and re.n through Ulundi setting it a.light. 24 }lo.ny of the 

elders and men of stature vere old and fell to tho :l\ndhlo.kazi 

assogaa.is. 25 Among them were two a.ppointod chiefs: and Ha.iya.na., 

Zibhebhu's brother, who had joined the Usutu. 26 Tho king's gii'ts 

which he brought from i:.:ngland vere looted, somo of them appearing soon 

dte:rvardJI in a Durban store. 27 It va.s tho final disaster for the 

20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

C-3705, No.29, Bulver to Derby, 5/5/83, p.51. 
C-3864 1 No.142, Bulver to Derby, 26/11/83, p.277. 
Ibid., pp.281-282. 
Somo ■ay because the young men were out. doing normal kraal duties 
- others gi'9'8 the reason as the attectivenesa ot tho surprise 
attack or beaa'Wle moat. of the :fighting men vere out preparing to 
attack Zibhebhu. See P.E. Colen■o, The Ruin of Zululand 
(William Ridgevrq, 1885), p.499 a.nd an account (wriffen, f think, 
by Oroannor Darke) in The Nat.al Vitness, 2/8/83. This latter 
aooount ia wipleaaantly aaiiou. 
C-386-4, No.38, Bul.vor t.o O.rby, J0/7/83, En.closure, 16 1 Pyon to 
Bulwer, 21/T/83 1 p.69. 
"Being all tat and big-bellied, they had no chance of eaaapea and 
oDe at tum vu aotuall:, run to earth a.nc1. ■tabbed by my little 
mat-bea.rera." The Natal Vitne■s, 2/8/83. 
C-l$tW,. No.7! 1 Balver to Derb,y1 10/9/SJ, Enclo■ure, Pynn to Bulver, 
2319/13, p.1,o. 
P.E. Colenao, op.oit., p.500. 
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king, tbe Usu-tu, e.1td, it could~ argued, tbo Zulu Natian. Not. 

only did much of their biatory dio with t.he old men vbo vore 

slaughtorcd 28 bu~ the dofoat saw the Usutu turn elaevhore tor a.id, 

which was brou~ht at the highest of prioos. 

Cetebvn.yo mourned t.ho loss of' his follovera in t.he f'olloving 

torms. 

"'They ,roro r.icn, many my soniors, a.nd fn.wuritea o~ 
?4:>0.Ildn., CI\Y fa.thor, o.n<l l'll[my of il\Y own o.~o, who had ,crrown 
up with me, bolon'.:!ing to the same reaimont, and our li~e 
in boyhood on<l. manhood ha.cl boon one. nut tboy aro not. 
They hnvo bcon f iniehod. Count my he::ulmon who bo.ve 
boon killed?' n.sh:cd tho King, •~icr far to count 
those who lmva cscn]?Od - the few who arc still lefi io 
mo - left with me to hold our mouths in vonder at tho 
wo.y our own Zulu (no;bion) is bcin~ spilt. • 1129 

'...'ho ld.nc oscc..pcd ~·i:th lii;ht injuries, tvo :-fandhlaltazi you'Uul 

boing afraid to finish off -the head of tl1e Zulu llousc. 30 'Por many 

~she ·was thought by tho offioioJ.s to bo doa.d but wc,o trC?,velling by 

nieht wit.ha few faithf'ul. followors Wltil he roachod a kran.l in tho 

dop'l:Jis of tho I11kn.11dhla. forost in tho f'c.Qsorvo Territory. 31 

~bat wns Derby's recction to the nova of the coll~pac ot the 

settlement n.nd the fli[:ht of the king wl1o'llhis zovornment had ao 

reaently restored? '&o Illuo Books give tho improsaion th .. 'l.t ho va11 

not pe.rticulo.rly conce1-ncd - although he f'ound tho situ~tio11 

intereatin3. 

"Althoueh it a.ppoa.ra :.f.'rom your subsequent telegram that 
tho report of Cot~o' s doa.th wns confirmed, thel!le 
doapo:tchos, which I ho.vo rotLd with interest, will tom 
o.u imporuw:t portion of the history of recent evonia in 
Zululnnd~ " 32 

28. "Tho destruction of old men which oaaurrec! cm this ooouion 
rendered it ditticult. attervarda t.o find thoH in th1 eount17 
who could supply from memory accounts o~ the incident■ o~ the 
na.tion•11 progress." Gibson, op.oii., 

29. Cm:,pbell, op.cit. 
)O. Ibid., p. 23. 
31. Ibiu., p.23-24. 
32. C-J364, No.45 1 Derby to llulver 1 7/9/83, p.82. 



The o:t.ticiGls in Na.t!l.1 voro in i,. roiu qWU1do.ry. Who.t could 

i.hoy do to 1111 the vacuum that the king lio.d lef't vhon he fled hill 

t.orri tor:,? .lg&iust a. bo.ckground of bloodsl1od, dospo.ir and a.n~l'cby 

the Nll.ta.l oflicials triod dosperatoly to vork out a solution vhich 

would put tllincs in order, but t.110 Colonia.l Ctfice l)rocrastina:l;cd 

before tinnlly eva.dina the whole question of re5ponsibility once ago.in. 

Cnce in the Inlmndhln. Osborn bad grea-t d.it.ficul ty in 

persu.o.din.:'! tho king to come out ond zo -to Bshowe. Uo was believed 

to be using the Hescrve 'l'erritory to ~a.ther a.n impi a.nd to intimidc.-te 

Z.ulus in the Roserve. 33 The of.ticials had no pa;t.iouco with him. 

"Cotywayo ha.s loarned notbi~, he vill loa.rn nothing. 
Jto would begin tomorrow tJ10 sw.ie vrongi'ul course tha.t has 
brought a.bout bus down:tn.11 today. 1134 

Finally on 15th August, r-ynn pcrsua<lod the king to mcvc ·t;o ~ahowo. 35 

Tha ques-tion of a. new scttlemcrrt wa.s r,ut off a.i;::un n.ud a.gain. 

Hulver suggested five ~ossiblo courscsto Dcrby: 36 either to reinstate 

the king, or roco~iso Zibhobhu by "ri;jht of conq:uos·I;", abi:mdon the 

countr,y, extend the l?cservo to the Dla.ck Uiafolosi, or fino.lly to 

replace Cetshveyo vith his son, ;inizulu, under a Dritish Tienidon-t. 

Dulwer then oliminatcd a.11 but two of the possible courses. I~ vould 

be ·inexpediont to rostoro the king n.s ii; would require British troops 

and, moreoTor, through his diaobodienco "ho bo.d really forfeited o.11 

clo.iu upon our support". To give the country to Zibhobhu wa.s thought 

by Bulver not onq to be unjust bu-t rmvise for the 1-andhJJ\ka.zi would 

have t,o aesort their authority by force. I[e also rejected leaving 

the oomitry to itsolf as it would be tnutamowit to leaving i-t to 

anarohy. Ot &11 the possible solutions Dulwer thought tho best ans;rer 

33. C-3864, No.SJ, Dulver to Derby, 20/8/83 and Enolosurea, p.106. 
34. C-3864., No.142, Bulver to Derby. 26/11/83, p.283. 
35. C-3864, No.108, Bulver to Dorby, 23/10/83, and lliolo■ures, p.227. 
36. Por the long disoussiona on pos■ible aolutiona see C-3864, No.101, 

'.'Julwer to Derb,r, 16/11/SJ, p.216 and C-3864, No.142, ~ver to 
Derby, 26/11/83, p.m. 
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vould bo to ox-tencl tbe bound.aria■ ot the P.eaern, to -the Blaak 

Umtoloai but, raa.lisiug thAt it was unlikely thn.t tbo Colonial Oftiee 

vould bo propared to do tllia, tho Govornor sottled for the final 

course - to make .Ji.nizulu ruler o:t the torritor:, which had been the 

kin::t's o.nd hadge him a.round vith men amanu.bla to Dritish influence. 

the Colonial Oi':rice ditherod, poisitivo only in their rojoction 

of any solution that might involve turthor reuponsibility. Could 

the Zulus not decide i;he bost possiblo solution i'oi~ thomselvee, 

Derby cnho<l. 

" ••• I ha.ve this cln.y inqui~cd of you ••• whothor it vu.a not 
po::.siblc to n.sccrt:i.in what ruler wo~d be snost o.ccopte.blo 
~o tho Zulus outoido the ncsorve. 1131 

Bulwcr replied, 

" ••• tho Zulu ?Ooplc ~re not accusto~od to soloct their own 
rulc:rs, o.nd woulu. not dtLrc c:::g,rcs3 a.ny llreforonce 1 foaring 
the consoquonco3 or their doing so, but t.hn.t thoro is 
little doubt tha.t ccnorc.lly they would vish to come wider 
lli·itish rule, so tllo.t they mi~ht ha.ve peace and ~ood order." 

Clearly such a solution vo.s unacco:pto.ble to tho British Govenunent. 

'J'ho torri tory which lo.y bo t.woon the f'1oOservo and the 

lio.n<lllla.kn.zi va.s auffcrinr, from both va.rring factions vhilc tho 

question of its futuro wa.s boing discussed. 

"That portion 'W'hich has been given ba.ok to Cetywayo was 
vithout a ruler. Usibobu was wu.lking rBmp8,D.t over it, 
seizing the cattlo and food of the people. Large area.a 
vere depopulatod, the places whore tho people bad dvalt 
being mn.rkod by the ashes of their dwellings. Tho 39 
planting season had come but thoro was not planting." 

Zibbobhu avenged bimaolf on the Vautu aupporior• within 

striking dista.noo. Sombelo vas driven into the bush and hia ca••l• 

tnkon. Six vb.ite ad:vonturors vore prominent in this attack. Zibhebh.u 

37. C-3864, No.110, Dorby' to llulvar, 24/11/83, p.236. 
38. C-3864, No.111 1 Dulwer to Derby, ~/11/SJ, pp.236-237. 
39. Gibson, op.cit., p.263. 
40. Dulwer's comment on this raid vaa nTbe expe4it.ioa wu realq 

little else than a onttlo-liftina expedition ••• " See C-3864, 
No.92, l:JQlver to Derby, 1/10/83, p.191. Zi'bbehhu' ■ ri&waant. 
can be found in C-3864, No.49, lll&lver '° Derby, lJ/8/83, 
Enclosure 16, Osborn to Dw.ver, 9/5/83, p.99. 
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ansverod the ofticisl protests tro.nk~y and his atatocents revenl the 

wea.knoss ot tl10 ha.rassed of'ficiaJ.s trying to kaop th~ Zulu3 from 

o.xten.'li.natine cnch othor vi-th virtually no force at thoir cornma.nd. 

Zihhohbu int'orraod Osborn tha..t he 

11 ••• a.brays liotencrl -to you.t" words not to a.t ta.ck others t 

and not to rataliato wbon his ·territory was invaded, and 
ho ro£rBinod from doin~ so, but nov thinJ~ ho mus~ 
punish those -.d10 c.re his anomos n.nd st,ill sock to destroy 
him; if ho does lTrong thoroby, lio will submit to punisr,.ment 
£rom the Governmont ~ithout c fiord, as~ aou submits to his 
fa.thor. 1141 

Zibhebhu 0vo::i hrou;i!d, hi:J im11i to the borders o:£ the Ticsorvc 

and sent intiruidc.tina moss:1,:-:;os to 't,hc kin:::. 42 Throu;~h Colonbra.nder 

ho demanded the cv.ttlc of the Usutu who hn .. d l'lcd Cetshwnyo's torrito:ry 

Bnd ztatod thn.t he intcndou "to assert his riGht, in this territory, 

un:til such ticc o.s ·t.he t1overnmcmt ·t:.hink or chooso to ian!:c other 

t . lih l • 1143 arranaexaen s w1.· • 1.l.l!l. 

'i'he Usu·tu out· of tho ~1c:rnrve uorc in n. droa.dful position. 

The Wlreet of tho past fow ye~rs had meant tb:l.t they had not plo.!lted 

crops and, starTins a.nd hunted, they bended together in cra.~s mn.ki.na 

raicl8 for rood and in revcn~c. One ca.:n. soc sizns or n complote 

breakdown in the social. system; the Usutu vere demoralised and the 

wanton c.1.·uol ty an<l kill in& ~or i ta own sake n.re ma.nif'esta.t,ions ot this. 

41. C-3864, No.49, Bulvor to )Jorby, Enclosure Uo.16, Osborn to Dulwor, 
9/8/83, p.99. 

42. C-3864, No.92, Herby to lkllwor, 1/10/83, !:;nclooura 10, Osborn to 
nuJ.WQr, 26/9/83, p.201. 

43. I £eel tho.t Dulvor YDS quito riaht in ~binkina th~t Zibhobhu's 
"vhite a.dYiBers" wore the CGuao ot the sentiments o.:proesed in 
~s let·ktr which a.re not a.:t. &ll cha.ractoristic of the chief• 
Bulver wrote that the dcmnds wero 0 of a. kind that cannot bo 
listened t.o for a moment. It ou.;;bt not have been ma.de, o.nd tlia.t 
Uaibebu should ho.Vo ma.do it would boa matter of au.rpriae to ce it 
it vero not ~or tho oirC1BUtances ot tbe letter vhich oonveya it. 
You cannot ao earnoatl,7 va.rn Usibobu ••• aza,inat listening to the 
a4rioe of irre■ponalble whito persona whom he gets about him-" 
Por the ottend:ing lotter and the officials reaction seo C-3864, 
llo.116, Blalver to .Derby, Z7 /10/83 and .F.dlclosu.r8' p.242. 



75. 

"Alraost ovory ifu;y" during t}ct.ober n.nd November I had aome 
frosb in:fon.in.tion o.bout the doings of the Sut.u 1,eople, 
n.rul novor ~ week po.seed without some kraals vore 3ttaoked 
by nir~ht, people r.rurdored, a.nd ca;tt.le and -things tal-.;en. • • 
They ffee Utsuti/ said n.t my pla.co that this wa.s only the 
bc2inni1.1.~. .1.'llcy ,.-ould continue in this vo.y wi'til thero 
was nobocly left in the country, but those that there 
vit.h them in tho rocks, and vhon they had got so :Cnr and 
the pooplo not used to thoir doi.ngs• they would make a 
bold stroke for Sibobu a.nu tront him in tho eCU'lO wo.y -they 
ho.d done Umfo.nuwo:d1lelo.. 1144 

Umfo.nn:wen.dhlola, tho cx-a.l)poi:.1tcd chief', wa.s one of tho -unfortuna.te 

Zulus who, 1wililo not op:posin.i; tho king, ho.d not comni ttcd himsolf to 

him. no had appealed to tho Uri·c.ish in the most movine of terms 

for n.id 45 but this wo.s uot. forthcoming and he boga.n to raovc to 

Zibhebhu's t.orritory but, just beforo ho crossod the border, he vn.s 

46 murdered h'J the Usutu. Au Cot,chwo.yo so.id "tho people a.re becoming 

like Fild a.u.imals throw,Jh ·the c.bsonco of rule in tho cowlt,ry to whioh 

Her Hl.josty' s Govornmont, root.orod him.••"• 47 

Then co.moan une~pcctod event. l/hile the of:tioia.ls searched 

for a. solution and Zulu.lend slip1>ed dooper e.nd dco11or into a.na.rcby 

Cctshwo.yo died in his hut o.t r::shovo, accordi~ to the officie.l report, 

of 'fo.tt,y disco.so o:f tho hca.rt•. 48 

44. C-3864, No.165, Dulwer to Derb,y, Jl/12/83, ~closuro 1, Osborn to 
Dulwer, 22/12/83, Letter from Dr. Ottobro to Oaborn., 22/12/83, 
p.309. 

45. .i\eyono vau·~ing t,o reo.d a roport. which revealo the terrible ei tuation 
in which Da.JlY Zulu chiefs must have found 'them.solves should st.~ 
Hlnna.nondblola'a statement, C-3664, ifo.80, Bulvor to llorby', 17/9/83, 
i:ncloaure, Osborn to Dulwer, 5/9/83, 5tater.ent, 3/9/83, p.163. 

46. C-3864, No.161• Bulvor to Derby, 24/12/83, p.303. 
47. One reports~ tha.t Cetshwa.yo go.TO~ orders 'to kill 

Umfanavendhlela but the old Usutu refused on the gromuls that the 
u-e.ppointad chief was his friend. ~!nya.mana seems to ban been a 
man ot remarkable cha.ra.otar and integrity. He refused to ri•it the 
king at £shove bocauae it waa only his preaence in the northern area 
"that pra'9'0nted "the people from scattering and gi'ri.ng their 
allegiance to others." C-3864, No.165, Bulver to Derb¥, 31/12/83, 
Enclosure 2, 24/12/83, p.311. 

48. J. diaputed point. C.T. Binu• 1 The Lut Zulu Uy, (Lol"a,.n•), 
£p:;;>ondlx E, p.225 tor the 'ft.rious opinions. Have tJie authoritt .. 
who belien ho was poiaoned atlldiod the doot.or'a report m4e vbile 
the king vu in -tho Cape in vhioh the kiq vaa a&i.d. to haft ~ veak 
he~' .. ,. -. u . i.>eo _..,.247, ~-..o.33, f'i.0binson to Kimberley-, 11/3/82, p.22, 
(Telograpbio) .. 



At. t.he timo ot tho king's deo.t.h things iu Zululand ba.d 

reaehod something of a stnlemcto. Zibhobhu va.s tho most JJIOWortul 

ann in Zululand but the Usutu woro still strong enou:1h to hold bim •.. 

The ~atal offioi~la tried their bost to porsun.do the Colonial Oftioo 

to giTe them tho moans to svinc tho balance to tho aide of law o.nd 

ordor. Soon ~ter tho king's doath Uulver vroto that 

" ••• after ocrei'ul considorotiou o~ tl10 alterod 
circumstn.noes ot Zul.ulo.nd I fear that no c.rra.n~omont 
3hort of our osto.bli::1lunent in that cotmt:ry of oi thor our 
rule or of our a.uthority vill heal. tho oxi.stine divisions 
or evon rostoro pencoJ n.nd thn.t }fr. Osborn a.dvisos against 
nn;y-esto.blisluuont 0£ 1Jinizulu, boing 0£ tho opinion tha.t 
tho only modo of BU:naountinG tho di£ficulty is to cxtond 
our o.uthori ty up w tho ble.clt Umi'olosi leaving tho Chiofl!I 
Uhnmu ond Usibobu in indopondont positions beyond it." 49 

50 Derby must h&vo seriously considored such a. proposal a.nd Dulwor 

applied pressure. 

"Tho vhole question is as embo.rra.ssi.ne o.s it voll can he. 
If vo leo.vc t.he cow1try t.o itsolf it vi.11 be o. prey i;o 

m:iarcby o.nd disordor. If vo say wo o.ro propa.rcd to 
recognise Cetyvn.yo's son Dinizulu c.s Cetyvayo's successor, 
he and iho Usutu po.rty will, novortholo~s, bo una.blo to 
hold ·l.hoir ovn, and tho strum:le that ha.s nov been eoiug 
on £or so lont; will oontinuo, to tho misory and 
deetruction of 1Jlo peoplo. If ve a~ thnt wo are 
prepu.rod 'to recognise Usibebu c.s tho ruler of the coWltry 
-the powerful Usutu po.rt.y will assuredly no·t ncquiesco in 
his rule, and tho conflillt vill be carried on until the 
stronger honu na.s subdued the voaker. If we ta.kc the 
country Wlder our authority we ■hnll widoubtedly otter 
thoreb,y the best g,m.ranteo for pen.co nnd ordor ••• "51 

Dat. "pea.co wx1 ordor 11 wero not to como to Zululand. .u 

tho Colonia.l O.tfice procraatino.ted yet a.nothor party entered tba 

•"trugglof one sufficiently strong w sving the balance of pover onto 

the aic!o oft.he Usutu and agci.nat BnY' hopo tor the re-establishment 

49. C--4037, No.15, Bulvor to !lor'by, 14/2/84, p.18. 
,o. See c-1037, No.17, Derby to Balver, 6/2/84, P• 16 , 

lfo.22, Derby to Bulvor, 26/2/84, p.22, (Telei:raphic), 
No.z,, DerbT to DuJ:nr, 1/3/84, p.30. 

51. C,.4037, Uo.10, uJ.ver -to Dorby, 24/3/84, p.79. 



of law and order. 52 

A group of Tro.naVDAl Doers bad boen Vl)tohiog t.he a1tua-.1on 

in ~ulula.nd for somo timo. L"Tontually they sought out Nnyaman& and 

SU:-!.IJOSted toot they help the Uautu ba.ck t,o pover, but t.he old man 

refusocl -to ho J.)nrty to such n. movomont. The Boore then went into 

the Inkondhln. and found Dinizulu. 

"'j'horo im.s much misaivint: :ln tho minds of tho Zulus. 
Thoy suspoctod some do:Jian to their land, o.nd in-timated 
their fonr in tha.t roaard. nut t.he most ompha.tio 
assurnncos voro r:iven to tho contrnry."53 

Ifovortholoss tho Doors wo1·0 auoceaai'ul a.ud they ontorod into a 

cor.11mct wH;h Dinizulu a.ncl procla.i1aod him king. 54 

In the Hcserve .Labulama.nzi en.coura.zecl, Gibso11 boliowd, by 

the prospect of tho Usutu star in ascendency, flouted Osborn's 

coDDO.uds and thiG lod to n. sorious skirmish on tho 10th Mo,y botveen 

the Usutu a.nd tho Resident's forcos. 55 nut "the ~ttontion of the 

Uoutu par~y was cnangod in tho ma.in ontorpriso in which the help of 

the Doors had boon socurcd" 56 - the destruction of tl.o lhndltlakazi 

and Zibhehbu, who had brou._'!ht a.bout the dawnfo.11 of the Zulu royal 

house. 

.:;i :ns o:r a."\ Usutn a.tta.ck on tho Ha.ndhlaka:ai o.ppea.red before 

57 fiho comp.'\ct b.o.d been firu~lised with the Boers. r'..arly in April 

Osborn sont a. messa.go to l~ tcllinz hi.Ili not to o.tt.a.ck Zibhebhu 

to 58 
o.ndldispe:t1sc the Usutu who ho.d eo,therod n.rotmd him. But it vu in 

Hay tlm.t tho ncvs broko which roo.lly ,rorried the 1-Xatal otfioials. 

52. 

53. 
54. 

55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 

~"po.ce does not allov tho uao of the letter~ vhich appear 1n tbe 
Dlue Dooka regarding the "negotiationa" which led to the allianae 
l>etvoon tho Usutu a.nd the Ilooris o.nd I bn.ve us od Gibson' ■ a.eeOW1i,. 
Seo Gibson, op.cii., pp.268-270. 
Gibson, op.cit., p.269. 
c-4191. No.7(a), Dulvor to Derby, 28/5/84, p.8. Pora 4otdlecl 
n.ccount of the coromo~ see The No.tal Vitng••• ZT/5/84. 
Gibaon, op.clt., p.269. 
Ibid., p.270. 
c-4037, ?:O. 76, Dulver to Derby, 31/J/84, p.81. 
C-4037, No.55, Bulver to Derby, 3/4/84, p.58. 



73. 

"It is reported that eight hundred armod Doers are in 
conference at the lllobane, Zululo.nd. With them is 
Dini■ulu, whom thoy propose to ma.k.o King in roturn for 
territorial oession... The object of the Boers for a 
long time has beon to obtain the uppermost pa.rt of 
Zululand, they will thus eventually make themselvo& 
masters 0£ the country, to the ereat loss of the Zulu 59 
people, who will pa.y henvily for this Usutu compact." 

60 
On t.ho 9th Hay Rulwor reported that o..rmcd Boers had entered Zulu.land. 

FB.ced with the ::prospect of a. combined Doer-Usutu at·back 

Zibhobhu appealed to the Government which, he £clt, he had loyally 

supported. His pleas for a.id were both pa;thetic o.nd tragic. 

"Usibebu says he is not a.fro.id of cncounterin~ his 
black enemios but, whc.t cho.nco of success ho.she got when 
thoy a.re joined by whi-tc men as the Doors ho.ve done. He 
and his people a.re not armed as white men o.re. He fears 
that with this help given by the Boers he 11ill be beaten 
by the Usutus who will spa.re none. He ho.s allmys boon 
obedient to the Governor, and now he fincls himself obliged 
to ask tho Governor ·to help him a.go.inst his enemies. He 
never did a.nything to the Usutu to provoke their enmity, 
his only fa.ul t in their eyes being tho;t he accepted the 
chiaftenship givon him by the English who oonq~cred the 
whole country, and ha.s hitherto xua.int.o.inod his posit.ion. 
Ho pi·ays that the English will help him. 

Usibobu. request you to sond those words to the Governor 
and to toll the Govornor tha·i; he bolon~s to the English, 
o.nd thereforo begs help from them. 
Reply:- I will send Usibobu's I!lessage to tho ::i-ovcrnor as 
requested. I must toll him, howovor, that I cannot hold 
out to him any- hope of getting the a.ssist.ance he asl~ forJ 
and I advise him to do a.11 in his power in self-clei'ence 
with the means at his disposa1.n 6l 

It is obYious that Dul.war hoped the Government would go to Zibhebhu's 

aid. Ho urgod the Colonial Offico to check the Boers "by proclaiming 

Zulula.nd part of Iler Majesty's dominions 11 • 62 

"For the ~rea.t interests n.t sto.ke, I submit that we 
should not leavo tho question to solTe itsolf, and that 
if action is to be takgj, the longer dolo.ycd the more 
diffioult it will be." 

It had seemed, in the long poriod since Cetshwayo•s flight 

~rom the Ma.nclhlaka.zi, that the Colonial Offioo vas considering 

59. c-4037, No.79 1 Bul.ver to Derby, 2/5/84, p.83, (Telearaphic). 
60. c-4031, No.93, Derby to nobinson, 9/5/84, p.90, (Telegraphic). 
61. C--4191, No.16, Mver to Derby, 8/5/84, Enclosure 1, 29/4/84, 

p.25. 
62. c-4037, No.95 11 Bulver to Derby, 8/5/84, p.90. 
63. Ibid. 



extendina it,s 1•ru1e" to -the Black Umtolo■i but the nova ot Do•r 

intcrventio11 drove from their minds ~ auch G1tenaion ot aathori:ty. 

Perha.ps realisine tho ha.zorda involved in being rorced to ■upport a 

Zulu faction (tl1c ju.stioa, ot -whose co.uao waa in doubt) aea,inaii the 

Doers, vho bad proved their mili-tary ca.pa.bilities ao rccen~ly at 

Na.juba. nzninst Dritish torcos, tho Colonial Otfioe, tortoise-like, 

drow i·ts head smn.1 .. t,ly into its shell. 

"J.U't.cr ~ full consideration of recent reports n.nd 
rocom.monda:tions, Hor Hajesty' s Govornmon-fi n-dhero to 
tho decision not to cxtcn~ British sovcr~ign"ty or 
:!}rotcotion over Zulula . .ud ••• :i6J!. 

Zibhobhu vns to bo loft, to fif;ht it out on hi11 own. 

i'hero is no <loub-t tbnt this decision a.ffectod Dulwor daoply. 

In a. roport covorin~ a. lottor :trom Zil'11ebhu to im~ r!esident whiah 

aaid 

"The Chiof beg:, me t.o sa.y that ho docs not lmov if 
'bhis mosseneor will rea.ch you... Ho a.lvo.ya dopendod 
on you, his fa.thor, £or help. and thoYebt tha.t ·u'hen 
he died, you would bo noa.r a.t li.ancl. "65 

nit is impossible to read this latter without & 

feeling of the mos~ 1minful rezrot tor the position 
in wbich,:tha.t Chief ia pla.ced by the action of the 
Boors. 116° 

Zibhebhu ha.d g~e~t cause for bittornoss. Not only was be 

dosorted by the Gove.rumcnt but elso by Colenbra.nder nnd John !-unn. 

"lie thought when he f oueht. against his ovn nation tha;t 
you would alva.ye help him in ca.se of need, nov he ha.a 
found out tha.t he nead not depend ou yo1&. He asks you 
:for the lo.st time to come and help him out of bis 
difficulties.n 67 

John Dunn did not move. 

64. C-4037, No.110, Derby to Bulver, 16/5/84, p.117, (Telegrapbio). 
65. C-.4191, !Jo.'Z'I, Bulver to Derb.,, 19/5/84, Enolosure, 5/5/84, p.40. 
66. C-4191, !fo.27, Dul.ver to Dorby, 19/5/84, p.-40. 
67 • 0-4191, No.46, Dulver to .O.rby, 'Zf /5/84, Enolo•uro 1, Uai'bebv. 

(por Mr. Ji:cker■l•y) to Chie~ John Dwm, 19/5/84, p.69. 



so. 

At s\DlSet on tho 12th June Zibbobhu and tvo of his "vhito 

adnaers" rode into Osborn.1a rosidenco o.t Eshowe. 'lhoir story wo.s 

a mourn.tul one. The Mo.ndlll.akn.zi mado their stn.n.d on t.ho 5th Jwio 

a.-t Etsbaneni, o.t tho ~int whore -tho Miruzi River pa.ssos through tho 

Lebombo mountains. An ambush ha.d beon la.id nnd Zibhcbhu had 

intendod to destroy the Boer horaos but a. shot was fi:rod :_lromaturoly 

68 and the amdhlakazi I o i"lOsi tion bctra.ycd. Al though the Usutu 

cha.rgo was repulsod tho Boers, snipin~ fron a c1istc:100, saved the 

~b fur tho U9utu, a.nrl tho lfandhlaka.zi sold.:iors ucro m~ss::i.crod, 

their women and children scattered, o.nd their cattle plundorod. Onco 

in t.ho r~scrvo Zibhobhu clid his best to aot a.id but this ua.s refused. 

Bulwor•s comments ~o Derby a~tor Zibhebhu's dof08t arc si~nificr.nt. 

' 1It is impossible to roaa.rd vithou·f; foolinan of the 
grontcst 1)0.in o.ud ccncorn tho ruin thnt has -thus been 
brought upon the Chiof Usibobu. 

llo vo.s plo.cod and lo£t in tho ponition of an 
independent Chiof by us. lie l'Ul.8 nlwn.yo locked upon 
himself as belonging t.o the Covcl'Wllont, o.nd hc.s o.lv~ys 
shown himself o. loyt:.l friend of tho Government ••• 'l'hnt 
Uoibobu pwrl.shod o.nd spoiled those who hail a.ttn.cli:.ad him 
is unquostiono.blcJ but he novcr sourrbt to ta.kc advo.nto.ge 
of his auccesse.E or to oxtoncl his rule. Ifis dcsiro wa.s 
to be loft a.lono a.ntl in peaco in t.ho territory over which 
he had been placed, and when he vn.s forcod into o.ction it 
was 1 with fov e.xco:ptions, to resist tho intri3Ucs nnd 
r.:.ttacka d.irectod a.go.inst. him. Had vo taken over cc:ntr.i.l 
i;ululc.nd for the benof'i•t of t.ho Zulu pooplo wo should bavo 
.tow.id no more loyal. ue1';hbour or sup1>0rter tho.11 Uaibebu. 
But ve heaitatod to do this: we loft the cnWltry to take 
ita chanoee. We loft it in confwsion a.nd disordor, and 
the Uautus have mu.de a barL.,,ain vi th the Boers vhicl1 has 
brought about, on tho plea 0£ the rectoration of ordor, 

thia most undeserved fa.to on tho head of a Chiof vbo has 
proved himisolf to possoss o.s chivalrous and (JQ,llo.ut a 
ne.tu.re a.a tho history of the tulu nation can show." 69 

68. This ~cco\Ult ot the bo.ttle is to.ken from Gibaon, op.ait., 
pp.270-r,2. 0-thors believe that tho shot VQ.S firod by a 
traitor whom Zibhebhu lo.ter captured a.nd forced to chop off 
hia ovn leg. The man is said to ba.ve nearly complote.i the 
aolt~lio~ud amputation botoro Zibhobhu killed him. Seo 
H.P. 8re.at'ftdt, Roaming ZuJuland with a Nat.ive Collllliaaionor, 
(Slmter a Shootor, Pietermritaburg, 1949), pp.ao-s1. Por 
an qovitne■a aacount of tbo ba.ttlo soo D. P.eitz, No 09:t:sJ1DJ1t • 
(l'aber and P&bor, Lond:~n); pp.3,-36. 

69. C-4191, No.66, Bulvor to Derby, 16/6/84, p.68. 



81. 

'lbo dofea.t o~ Zibhebhu onded -~be fir■t. pbaae of the ••rifo 

botvoon the Ho.ndhl£'.lmzi nnd U■utu. J~onta were 'to prove that. 

despite tho apparent victory of -tho Usutu, neither aide bad won, 

for the Doers were [rrOocly a.llies. 

Gctslnmyo onco aa.id, qui to rightly, that ''the bloodehod in 

my reign "W"a.s, to tho bloodshed since, n.s a.nan-tin a. pond ot vater. 1170 

Because of the grea.t sufferinG and injustico that occurrod in 

Zululand, a.nd the e.cousa.tions thro'Wll o.t oacl1 other by t.he ot~icio.l■ 

o.nd tbo Iang's wbito cyopc,thioora, it is tom:pting to try to discover 

uhich of the variOU.$ :parties co.n bo bold rosr,oneible tor -the "ruin of 

Zululc-..nd. 11 'l'he concluoions oua ca.n roa.ch a.re, hovover, limited nnd 

eenarally uns~tislactoey. Ji..r, ue hnvo seen, cor·~n.in of':ticia.la can be 

blrnnccl for a.c·liinr; on in£orm.a.tion which <lid not o.ccura.tely rofleot -t.he 

nctua.1 si tua:tion in iululn.nd, o.rul i'or ovorlooldni; significant factor■ 

in thoir vo.riouo solution:, -to Zululand's problet:1GJ but, t.hoy canuot, 
I 

without cli~tortinu tho evidonce vhich a.ppea.re in the Dlu.o Books, be 

accused oi' hoing involved in oomo sinietor plot. e.ga.inet the Zulu 

people ~she.a been su~eostod. 1'h.e interference of whito 

humn.nitaria.ue miabt ho.va made a bad sitW1.tiou vorso, but thoir 

motivos cannot ho questionod, nor can the man;y very roal case■ o~ 

injustice in ,~ululanu., which cried. out for redross, bo denied. 

Acy analysis of the ovonta which occurr11d in Zulvla.nd botweai 

1880-1884 musi movo ~v~ ZroQ ~ho bo.ckbi~ing of rival partio■ and 

fo.ctiona• end a.ttompt;s to apportion blame on group■ or peraonaUtle•, 

m-to the roe.lm of !JOWOr""11olitics. 'ibe Ma.ndhll\kaai and Uaut,u ~ 

evolved out of tbo ahc.ndnnment of Zulu.land by tho Dritioh Gowmmont, 

after it had deetroyod the a.xis around vhiah the Zulu social qat.em 

revolved. 

Goou aovernment in Zululancl dependoci on -t.be a.aswaption of 

70. C-3427, No.84, Robinaon t-o Kimberley, 16/5/82, Enclosure, 
Note• ot an interview with Cetyvo.yo, 14/5/82• p.81. 



82. 

naponaibili-.Y, vi-th the risk of considerable cxponditure, but 

political and economic necossity forba.do this. Vithout e stron3 

goYernment in Zululo.nd it is difticul t ·to think of a.ny form or 

■ettlement vhicli would havo prevontod tho aollo.psa of ZululC!J'.l.d 

into anarcl.y. 

Despite t.ho fact tho.t llritish officials wore only supposed 

t.o ho.ff diplom;tic povers, we have soen -thom slowly boing i'orccd 

to till the "TO.cuum left in the cowxt.ry by the Bri tiah a.oondo1'lillont 

of Zululn.nd n.ftor 'the vnr. Deginninr: n.t Instlosa tshe ·bhc3o officials 

moved f'urther a.nd furthor from being "tho eyes a.ud oa.rs of tho 

governt1ont 11 until t.hoy woro using all their in.i'lucnce to koep the 

vnrri~ factions ape.rt. !'hoy could viold thi:J ini"luonca hecc.use tho 

Zulus still saw th8Cl t'..S reprosontativos of the power that hacl 

conquored thorn, a.nd vere tbcroforo their rulors by ri~t, 0£ oonquost. 

Slowly however the Zulus lost -this con:fidonco vhen ·bhoy i'ound tha.t 

a.lthoucrh the o.ff'icio.l.s could thrc~to11, o.rbit.ra.·f;o a.nd cajole, it was 

still t.bo ~asogn.ai Bnd the rifle trot h~d tllo fino.l word. To the 

end Zibhebhu expected tbo.t ho vould bo supportocl by t,ho :;overnrnent 

vhioh he considered he ho.d oboyod vl1encvor possible. Indeed, oven 

Dulver sooms to have thoueht that the Hanclhlo.kn.zi should h.o.vo uoen 

aided vben atto.akod by the Usutu and the Boers. Porhapa if jus-tiao, 

in the moral sense, bad ha.d IW,Y moaning in Zulula.nd at the timo, be 

vu owed t.hat su1,port. According to the lottor of tho lav, hovovor, 

the Driti■h Government was not bound in o,,rq YD,y to support him. The 

JloEQe Government's n.ttitudc r:IOJlife:.ts itself in this oxtro.ct from 

1-rby's reply to Dulvor•s plen that the Dritiah Government consider 

helping Zibbebhu. 

"In the ooamwi cations wt.eh Unibebu ha.a addressed to 
the Government, he a.ssumos the atti tudo of an ally froo 
vhqa aid,"° which be i■ justly' entitled, hu been vithheld1 
and. there appea.n to be a.n impres■ion in other quarters tho.t 
'1l•ro i• ground ~or thi■ Tiev, and that a■siatanoo baa been 
vithhel4 trD111 U■:lbobu merely from a do■ire to a-.oid the loss 
o~ life UMl upenae wbioh miaht result .tna the employment 
ot • Dri.tiab torc,o in hia support. 



'ibi11 is, howevor, not the "Ylev of Her ?-.~ .. ty• • 
Ciovornaont. They do not oonaider that they ha."V'O clonie4 
to Usibobu al\Y a.aaistenco to vhioh ho vu entitled. U 
they bo.d boon under an obliza,tion to aid him, auoh &14 
vould not haTO been vi thheld on tho srround of i ta 
inconvcniouoe or risk. Uaibobu wna chosen vi th fNelw 
othors, in 1879, by Lord liolseloy oa an "appointed 
Chief" in Zululand. Undor the terms of tho aettlemont 
thon o.rrivod at, Her ?·hjosty• s Govornmont OBsumed no 
obli~a.tion to ~arontoo the peM,o or dotond ouo Chief 
a~nin:i·I; P.nothor. u7l 

~)orby 1s u.r[~n·t. iG ao uoubt !)Orfactly cor1.•e,c·t. butt Zror,s 1879 

llhou. Sir 'i"hcophilus Shcpstono a.skod of tho Colonia.l Off'ico, ",3u.ppoae 

iioobu 1·0oeivos from us the 1~ewa.rd of en indor,oudcJnt so'V9roi.lllty ••• 

a.re 1-;o bouml to GUJ:'J>Ort bim in the r,oasoesion of that !"award?"• 72 

thoy had turnc<! n. blind cyo to this problou and olloved the Zulua 1 

end tho u-bito officicua to boliovo, a.nd to c.ct ou, a. talso a.!laumption. 

Va.lid thow:h Doruy•s n.rcwJent is, it 3ma.clm of e. hurriod attc)urpt on 

the :pe.rt of ·hl-lo Coloniol o.rtico to jwstit;y tbomsol-roa. Derby gooa on 

to so.y that LU'i;or Cot,.oln.eyo ha.u bccl\ rcu·torod "no r,uarouteo ot 

indopendonco ••• wc.s eiven /j:il:d1obh'i7. 11 

71. 
72. 
73. 

11'lli9 condition of Zululo.ncl since 1879 11.l.8 beon ono ot 
chronic wn.r, corried on by 'bo..rbo.rous roprisBls t and • 
opinion is hopolo3aly dividod as t.o 1;ho dozree of blaw, 
to bo aanii:nod to ·oc.oh chief or 1"'1.rt.Y• Usibobu a't 

_least lms oi'~cn a.ctcd on hie own rosponslblllty, bis 
rooont dofon.t vn.::i t!lo co11.~cqucnce ot hie victory of 
1883, n.nd his n.rabitioue i,rojocta of the present yoa.r, 
and Hor !·i.a.jesty' a Government. ha.15 novor ontored into 
any ongn0eCJCnt to ~id or defend hiro. All, tboro~ore, 73 
t,ha.t ho is ontitlod to io an oaylum in the l~aern ••• " 

c-4191, !co.82, Derby to Bulvor, 19/8/84, p.138, 
Vido ■ump, p.11. 
C-4191, No.82, Dorb:, to Blllwer, 19/8/84, p.1JB. 
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llIDLlOG! ~ffiY 

( r-caoD-roh in t.o , 'riJilaXY Sources ho.s been undortakcn 
~t tho Jia.tal ,i.rohivo8. ?·htcrin.l o.vo.ilo.ble in ·tho 
Killio Ccmpboll .\:frion.n Library in Durban lms 
also boon consultod.) 

YEJlll, c. do D. 
Colon.y; of !·:ata1. 

. 
• A :;_uide to 'tbe Ofticia.l P.oaords of tllo 

Ot.L'igiGl Nom.sscript Souroea. (Printed,} 

A. llri tish .Pa.rli:imont..~ry 1.1a.:r>orD 

Noat of tho eesa.y is bn.sod ou iu.t'o:rm~·l;ion found in tho Bluo 
Dooks liutod bolov. ~:oa. C-2482 - C-2950 ha.vc not vory much 
informotion on tbo subjoct.. !hny vritoro ola.im -t.hat ·t,he 
Bluo Dook.s prosent a. distortC'<l :.)ioture or the poriotl.,. 
Cortainly the o.tficia.ls vri ting fro1:1 No.tcl. 1w·oro inclined to 
bo lw.rsh tova.rll!l tho Usutu; no'Y'Crt11olos:3, tbo !Jll.to Hoolw are 
a. moro o.caurato .;,.ddo -to the history of the period tbn.n tho 
vorke 0£ thoao vri tors ,,.,ho set out to provo thnt the officic:.ls, 
whose doapo.tchos a.ro r>rintod in tho Dluo lloolw, doliborntoly 
distortod the truth of the cvont,s in Zulu.land. 

1. C-2482 

C--2584 

4. 

,. 

c-2866 

7. C-2950 

8. C-3182 

C-3293 

l"t.1.rthor Corroo1Jondoucc l~Bpoctini tho ..1f'£airs 
of Soutl1 .Atrico.. ( ~°Tosontod 

J:\artbor Corrospondenoo r?,0spootinjJ tho .t\f.fairs 
of ~;outh A.trio11. (rrosonted 

Purthor Corroepo."ldonco 'f?os!)Ccti~ the -'d'i'nirs 
of ~outh .\frica.. (I'rosontod 

J!urt,ber Correapondonoo !?.espoctine tho Ai'i'o.irs 
of r·outh Afrioo.. (PreBontod Ji11:Dua.ry, 1881.) 

Purtbor Corrcer,ondonco Qospeo:tJ.na tho Affairs 
ot South A.trico. (r.ircoontod 

Purther Corrospondonco f?esVootinr, the :,fta.irs 
of ,>O\lth J\frica. (P:resen1iCld April, 1881.) 

~\art.bar Corroa1,ondenco rl.es:{)C)ctinz tho .Affairs 
ot South Atrioa. (Preaentecl Jwie, 1881.) 

Correapondencc !~lating to the Affairs of 
Natal and Zululaad. (Preeented l-.rch, 1882.) 

Corroapondeuco Respecting tha .Affairs of 
Zululud. (l'roaont.ed June, 1882.) 

l'urthor Corroapondonoe J?«,apeal.nr: tha Affairs 
ot Zululand. (lTeaented July, 1882.) 

Further CorNapondonoo r~apoo-till{! the Affair• 
ot Zulu.laud Bod Cot,yva.yo. 

(Pre■onted July, 1882.) 



-

12. C::--)466 1urthor Correo1lOll<lence (G■pec,t,ing the ~t&ir• 
or -~ululnnu and Cet~. 

1882.) (Pro■ented. rebrutU"Y, 

13. C-3616 ~thor Corrcspondonoo eapectine the Affair• 
of Zululand n.u.d Cotyv~o• 

1883.) (:'reaontod :-tny, 

14. C-3705 Purthor Corre111)onclonco Ho■ }.')Gct.ins:: tho Attaira 
or ;,~11luln.nd and Cotywn\}"O. 

1883.) (!'resented July, 

15. C-3C64 :.-'urther Corros\)Oudonco F:OD!)Cctint: tho .,\ffl'irll 
o:f ~ululand end Cot.yva.,yo. 

1884.) ( J:'ro::uintod !?ebrua.r,y, 

16. c-~037 Further Corroe:rx,ndence :~sr,octinc tho Affairs 
of :~ululan<l n.nd .",djBOent Tei·ri-t.orio■• 

(f'2'osentod !le.y, 1884.) 

17. C-4191 .Purtl1or Corrc31londoncc f!na_r,ootine t.ho At'tair• 
of Zul.ullmd mid .,\djru:ont ~orritorios. 

(Prosonted .\uP,WSt, 1884.) 

1,, u,. C-4214 n.u...thcr Corrospondenco ~<,,speeting tlm ,\ffaire 
of Zul.ulo.nd e..'ld .\cljo.cent Teni torioa. 

188-t.) (I'rcsonted October, 

Officio.l i·.hnuscx-int, Eourqos. (Unprintod.) 

Govorwnon·l; Houno :unor::,; i ,:ululo.nd Corroop011donco. 

I ba.vo ocmsul tcd thoso r,a.:pors only whon I 1.LO.vo foWld the 
infori!lation in tho llluo Dooks 01nrso, or in au o.ttcmpt to oloa.r 
up nn obscuro r,oint. l~or this coa~ I cou.oulted Vol.6'n • vhich 
dc,1,ls vith tho ~ars 1879-lf.'81. 

n. Zululc.nd Archives. 

I con.sult.od thoae po.pora for the same reo.aons tba.t I ca,Te 
a.bovo. 'i'hoy couco:ro for the cost J;6l"t tho ilil.Y-to~ contact 
betvoon otficinls, (vith the occo.sionaJ. report. by an export., 
like ono of tho ~'bcpatonoa or a tro.vellor in 1-ululan~. I 
connult.od Vol.l. 

i)riva.to ~ta.nuacript ~ources. (Unprin:t,d. ) 

c. ,.iir T t She!)st.onc Papers. 

I consulted Vol.XX:II to study Sir Tbool)hilus SheprianCit' ■ 
Ngmormuh.D on ~,ohmae for ••ttling Zulul.aad. 

7ftking Gd:fanmf~ ot -the vorlt ot the Diahop ot Na.tal vbo 
"reprinted, ana.lysed, and annotated G'ftr.f le&d.iug art.1ale, ••• 
ewr:, corre■pondont.•s letter• tbAt &pl)Ollred in Natal on the 
ZUlu Que■tion11 , I have not 9D11lned ewry Natal nw-ape.per vhioh 
appeared botveen 1880 and 1884 but only follOVH up tho•• 
roferenoe• vhioh aooaa to be •lgnift0&nt. SIJMM ~ im 414 
no• &llov a. more inten■ift ■'\wly of the Q8V8papor■• .Jlaat u 



't,he ZUlu question dividoo. :ratl\l white opinion .so it ilivided 
the news porn, n:rul to dnoido the validity o.C ro1>0r-t.D vould 
,ne,:u1 a etudy of oorrospon<lenta o.ad ·I.ho cditoi·s thcmsolvoa. 
It would SOf).":1 tb.n.t, tllo "f'.J~oial Corro&l)Clmlonts" were otten 
toortully pt\rtioa.nJ f..'unn, 1~ 1 a wW.tc man WS.5 n. coi-rospondont, 
as va.s lnrJw, one of Zibhebhu•f,I whit-o o.dvonturo1·a. lto1'l0 0£ 
objectivo ropor-ts from men lil...:o illoaio is ro::aoto. 

A• 

D. 

c. 

Thp Nnta.l ilitnoss. 

SECOKi'l-\ ir scunc .::1 

Conie~p9r4ri; and Uonr-Contemnora.ry .:orkti • 

CAHI'DELL, ' • Y • : i."i iili Co ~;;y:1.¥9 in the Ini;;c.;,cllllo., 
an.cl liho pro;Jc:mt ztn:k o:t' tho :i:u1u 
9ue.st,io.n. 1>. :¾:I.via o,.nd SoruJ, 
l,·t1rlX'..Xl, 1883 • 

;,'ritt.on by tho "S:)Ocinl Correarmndcmt'' o:f tho Zfa.tal Morcha.ntilo 
.\dverj;ieor this account of a, trip thro'U[;l1 tho t1esorvc 'a:'orri t-Ory 
du.rin3 -tbc time ·that Cetshwa.yo "iw'l\S lrldin~ thore, and o:f 
intorri.cvs vitb tho kine cwd leadorG of the Usutu, is 
taaeino.tin 0 • The author leys r,reat r.itreoa on his boinu o.n 
objoctivo obeci·vor. It he is, then our :;ym?3th;y mu.3t eo to 
tbo Uautu and the lti.n[;. I woul<l li?m to discover if tboro l-mB 

aay link betveon Co.r:tpboll n.nd the Colon.sos beforo mw:ting o. 
dotini to j'Ul\_~on·~ on ·thin remphlet - thoro could h.a.vo boon, for 
he trn.vellod to Zulul6nd with William Grant, Q.U a.Yid Colousoite. 

Ce;t,Yw;Jl.VD •n story of the Zulu nation a.nd tbo vn.r. 
In Haomillan's Mas;uino, l:'obnl&ry, 1880. 

Interosf;i1~ but.. bas little intormR,tion d.iroctly concornin~ tJ~o 
topic. 

COLEUSO, P.E.s The r~in of Zulul,md 1 .An Agoormt of 
Brit.i■h lJoinga in 1.oluland Sino• tho 
InvnDion or 1379, ·,i"illiam ltidgoway, 
1-ondoo, 1884 and 1885, 2 Volumes. 

'i'he moat import.ant aecoudar,y sourco on this topic. :toet o:t tho 
baaic research vaa clono by ai.sa Colcnno's tn.thor ond sho producod 
thtJ book aftor his doa.th in JW1<1-1883. ';,'he book ·takes tho form 
of a prolonged attack on tbo Oritiab officiAls in N~ta.l. and 
lululnnd, a. paaeionato aupporto1· of tba king and the liautu sho 
ha.rriea and vorrie5 t,ho ot~ioinls ~olontlo■d8• ller a.na.ly■oa of 
'\ho Dlue Dooks aro uso.tul and inte.roatinr, but not olvc.ys (ouo 
migbi aay 11oldom) corroct. Too ofton sho in~r11xeta uelay ae 
dolibe:ro.te obatruction, miotakos as docait, or soo:; in innocent 
aotioJUl,•inister ~lota. She Aocopta tho worda of tho Usutu 
vi'\bout question. At the ea.m time, hevover, without thoae 
-.olutioa our knovle~~ ot tb~ poriod 'Vould le badly ono-eided. The 
Untu bad. wry roal griovanoes vhioh mQ¥ officio.ls did not era■p 
ua the Coleneoa• tra.naoripts of thoir eamplaints and griovancoa 
mile it poealble to {let a muoh more aoourato (aJ:thou,;b more 
•GIIPla) pietuN o~ the period. 



l • 

::1..\J.Ul.:l.ilt'!. after the Var. In -
(;oi1tom1'10mg ·:Oyiov, 1882. 

A proois of i.llo Coloaoo viov on the topic. 

co1,m:so, J ... s ,"110 Cou:rso o:t oli Ucal !'.!vents ill 
:i:u1ulw:ad tram •.q-t.obor 1881 to June, 
188J. ( Printed by Ha~ann o.t t.be 
Bishop I s 1.,ross • ) 

..-Uao on.llcd tho Disho1l' n Di.:gst this vol~ contains moot ot tho 
rntorie.l vhioh F.:-:. Solon.so uaed for ·;•ho .• 'uin. o:[ :-:ulul.a.ud ond ao 
tho sa.mo 1.~oU10,:i.'laJ O.J)J~ly to both vnlurnca. 

coLamo, ,r. u. : Biaho1"> Golcnso • s CorIE.n on 
1:rcro•t: Volicy, further detail■ 
not lmown, but. 1>.1.·osutJa.bly ·~he sf:V:le 
a.a tllo a.bovo volwuo by the biahop). 

Li ttlo on tJ10 topic bu"t <Joos montion tho early months ot 
',folsoloy'::i t:iet·t;lomon:t, ~nd ~ivos ~ lav details a.bout ,~U,hebbu. 

COI,m~o t n. E. : Zululo.rnl;; 1·est and 1".roeont-. 
.'.clcu-ot.a:cd to the i ior.1oors in the 
f!crnoria.l. Hall, Wodnoada._y, October 
1st, 1390, (ner,rintod from "The 
J ournnl ot tho Manchoator ;:rooeraphical 
;.,ocioty.) 

7ho Colmmo intc11)rota.tio:a of tho riorio<l. 

s. DIXIr~, florc:1co: A 1~ercn9e of Zululn.nd a.ncl i ta king. 
·~chocs fr0t1 tllo Bluo-boolua. Cbo.tto 
:?..."?d '.'in,lU!l, London. 

?ho hit_~h-apiri tod a.nd aor.1ovho.t occcmtric S_peciBl Correspondont 
£or t,ho London nmrnr,n.:pcr !!'>rnin;; }.'ost fell nnder tho apoll of 
Dishopatove, a.nd hor vriti.D.;,ns arc an oxiu:aplo of tho a.eito:t,ion 
for the rontora.~ion of tho king~ Iutoroatinc but r,a.rtiaiw. 

. DIXIE, :Pl.orencoa Ip t.ho la.ud of misfortune • 

.,_\Q acoowit of lady Florence' s i.rip throurth south Atrioa. 
Intoros-tinc, ospooially her a.ocowit. of tho Inahlaut■he moating. 

10,. The ~toa of tbo ZulliS, Pe iJa.Tia a11d 
Sona, 1911. 

Unbio.sod, tbia book is the moat Vt?.1.uable one on the to1do, 
su.tferinJ ouly, perhapa, from tbo o.uthor'B toar ot oommitt.ing 
himself. It is obvious that be stud.iod tho Blue .Dooka with 
grca.t care a.nu construo·tcd the oha.pt,ers 'that <loo.1 v:lth the topio, 
on the dospatohos wbiob ax,1>ear therein, To tbia be bu ad4e4 a 
wido lulovledf.ra or the Zulu peoplo and their ew1to1111. 

HAGOAHD, n. Riders 11. c,m,wo e9'1 M! !:'hl11 !!t&ftr.91!• 
Trlllmer &114 eo., London, 182. 

Contains a brilliantl:, vrit'kn and tar-.eeeina attack cm. Vol•elq'• 
settlemant. 



KRIGR, E.J. 

..t. 

bp oci.9:l Systom of the Zulus, 
!,but-er t,. Sho,:1tflr, _;,,ietol'r.:'lritzburc, 
19J6. 

'!'hie anthropolol!ical st,~-, n. comj)il~ticm of sccorul..-u-y sotu·cos, 
:ls indisy,on.so.blo if ono ,~ants to savo1.0..· the v.iriccl but coraplo;. 
ow,toms, tro.dit.1ou::i end a.i,titudcs ot the :,'.ulu poo1;l~ u.nd roo.lisc 
the clova.3U?.t1n.:; c.f.fcct tho civil \t01' must have Juld on tho Gooin.l 
life of th~ ;".,ulU!J. It, alBo Dake ouo o.vn.i·o of tho dnucor of 
judgin~, or fl.(.;Oribin:_: l:1oti vcz to m.o1.ibor:J o.r n.11 t>.lie:::i sociot,y, 
lil,o r:nny vri to1·e on Zulul:\ll(l n..f':f!lirs ha.vc tlo.uc. 

s. 1.ur.c, n.c. Historic natn.l nnd '.:iululnncl, 
Shuter a.rul ~;hooter, Picto1-mr.ritzlmrc, 
19,i9. 

tTsinc othor scconda.cy sourcoa and the kno1o1lod.;;o r~uined from 
Zulus t11omsolvos ·~his bocl. ia c so1·ics of do!lcri11tionsoi' people 
u.nd ~la.coo of L,torost. Insofar n.s it cliscu.ascs tho to~ic it 
is .to.b· n.ltbou;:h ::.·oficc·i;s wlmt mieht be co.llcu 11colonial'' opinion. 

9. .. ..... ". ho :c,.!;hiug of the S ;,ca.rs 1 

Jonn.tho.n Ca.po, Lonu.on, 1966. 

It saans harsh to criticise e.n intorcsti:i~ e>.nd vivid o.ccount. of 
t.hc history or tho Z-ulu nn.tion for n. £ow i1mccur.:>.cio~ i!1 tbo 
W101--t .uoctiou v!1ich covers 'Ute yev:rs 1830-1684. In this coct.ioo 
·(;ho infiucnco of J. Y. Cil1son c..."tll bo cloa.rly soou. 

:~9 (;uts.!W)• 
l..ondon. 

Usod only for t.'1o oyowi:tnoss accoli,1t of ·t.ho ba.ttlo 3,t, .t,slw.noni. 

11. L.:ul_ics in tho Veld. ~roo:ul Mur:ra..y, 
Lonc1.on, 1965. 

J.,iTOly &ul into1·0::.-f;ir~ account of two fomoJ.e-s ~10 r.ndc tboi?* 
mark in Untal in tllo ln.st cont\1ry, one oi' tho~ bcin~ I.c.c:~ r1oronce 
ilild.o vho vas to bocomo tbo kin(;' s i'orcmofJ•t. ,champion •. 

12. ROBll~or,, n. and 
G.\.LJ..ACiJfl~ ! , ,T. 

.\.f:ricfl. ~•d thet Vict.oria.nz, . hcJ.:1illan, 
London, 1961. 

U.sed i.o obtain further in.ro1~·iion on Colonin.1 policy of the timo. 
I.ittlo rolovn.nt :lnfonw.Ltion. 

Uppublb!1e-d l.1lese■ and !?esearoh f:,P@I\Y!• 

1. 

2. 

Joh&n W lllip,m Colonbrander, ,.\ 
ll'is-to.r:, of hi• timca ruld people and 
ovents with which he wtu, u.ssocia'tod. 
1679-1896, Vol.I, (1,1.0 ., l"nivorsity 
ot :Natal, 1962. 

T ;!est.oration of Cotsl to 
Zulu.laud. D.A. Uona., voreity ot 
.Natal, 1965.) 



12. ?11TPO~D, D. z 

• 

_ . ...:rnni it tho Zulu Countq, Ip 
. '..n.t-tlofiolcli, ond lt• l)oplt• 
I·.030,D !:aul, 'trenoJ1• a.nd Co. 
18S.l. 

Ju ·the eho1:t section whioh cloal.o l.-i. t.h matters rolovant f.o 1.11G 
po1•iod, the a.utho1.~ in of !illo opinion. thnt a.11 :~utuland t'tosired 
t.ho rot.urn of thoir king. Dut, for tbio, tboro ie 11it.1a 
rolovnnt, to tl10 topic. 

13. ~IOODIS, u.c.~-. 
( i;d.i tor ) : 

..Tohn iu.nn1 Cot;yva..yo, nnd tho Three 
tionornlc, t:o.tc.l l'rint~ ond 
:>ublishing, ~o-t..ormo.ri-tzburr;, 1686. 

l!'.o.e litt,lo rolovn.i.rt infon:ntion. 

14. SA?-IUJ J..So.· r J ll. C .A. 

'1110 nuf.1101· v:,.s clonoly a.:mocia.tcd vi-th the Zulus and vi th tboir 
ldllf";. Couto.inn w,..r~ intcrostina :1.nocdotos, not only n.bout 
C<?tnJ.nm.yo, but, n.lso a.bout ·abhobhu. Intorcstinc;, but I """31!1 not 
c.blc to~ ouch use of too volume. 

l. '"h T • ,, ul l .t •• ("' •· l .l. O .. ,as·.., '-> U '•.uf,$• ._,01\BtJQl\8 f LOUUOl\, 

1963.) 

\'"cry unoful, with a. lo.rao nrncWlt 0£ rol.ovunt in£o:nna.tion but ""1.th 
a atrona ''Disho:pa·t.owo'' bio.s. 

2. •~o~·.:,drn; t"ul.ulrind with o. .Io.t.in 
~0~1:1is:,:ioncr, 0hutcr [; Shooter, 
I'iotcrll'.IC.ritzbur!!, 1949. 

A rcw scc:t,Lcrc<l rc.utl.nh~concoa a..nd cnccdotos - not of llJ\Y po.rticuln.r 
vol. uc o.s o. source. 

Olden 'i'imee in Zulula.nd and .lo.t.a.1, 
Longmo,n,,, nrecn and Co., 1929. 

UGod only t.o obte.in inforca.tion on the origina or tho }fe.ndhl"1mai. 

4. B.'WUKSS, r: .H. a.nd 
VEDn, c. de :s.: 

.\ Eiato.,c ot l\'.a.ta.l, University ot 
NatoJ., 1965 • 

. Accura.to on tlla topic o.nd vory UDctul, !)m'ticulo.rly the 
biblio.~r,ey • 

5. ~,bo White • 'hirlvind. 

~u thour,11 this !)Opw,ar biogra~ ia bued on the Colenb:rancler 
Papers it iB dif'ticul 1; to diriinam•h betvoen taot and futuy 
ond I lla.ve ma.de wry lit"tle uao ~ it. 

6. DE Kl'C','J'CT, C.V •: The Iinxsrio.l factor in South Mde l 
■twlY in politica anc1 ocoree:!:t• 

I 114'98 cle1l&Dded BJ.moat eoloq on this inteNaUng ua4 lDlbpenenbJ:e 
book for intonmtion on Dritlab Colonial policsy ~ tbe pode4 
undar oonaidera.tion. 



AP~DIX 1 

nIVAL Gillll~\LOfilES 

B!l.YA.Nl' 

NllallA 

JAMA. 

Clt.\KA n11-m,um MP1,ND1~ 

CF.l'Sif.,AYO 

GIJ~;ms COLl{'i00 i LUGG 

DlNGANE MPANDE 

CETSHWAYO IIAIYANA 

1-1llL.:illA (or perbt1.ps 
flgvabi vho 
was Wlrola.ted) 

~OJTTISli. 

tL.\PITA 

ZIDIHllillU 

SOJITISA 

ZlBUE.fflU 
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