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208 EISTORY OF THE CAPE COLONY. (1869

they bseame possessed of a considerable amount of stock and bronght their
little farms to a high state of onltivation. As market gardeners they are
unrivalled in South Africa. Frugal, temperate, industrious, and religious,
they have contributed very largely to the prosperity of the frontier districts.

In 1858, small pox again appeared in the colony. On former oceca-
sions it had spread among the native tribes, creating great havoc among
them, but by means of precautionary measures which were strictly
enforced, it was now confined to Cape Town. There, however, it carried
off hetween two and three thousand of the inhabitants.

The Province of British Kaffraria remained nominally independent of
the Cape Colony for nearly seventeen years. The Governor, in his capa-
city of High Commissioner, was the supreme n.uthonty in the little
dependency, but the Cape Parliament had, in theory, no voice whatever in
legislating for it. In practice, &3 soon as an Act was passed in Cape Town,
the High Commissioner proclaimed it as of force in British Kaffraria, and
thus secured uniformity in the laws.. The revenue was small, and required
to be supplemented by grants in aid from the Home Government. The port
of East London, with a rayon of two miles about the port office, belonged to
the Cape Colony until April, 1860, and thus the duty on goods landed there
wags lost to the province until that date. The execntive and judicial de-
partments were modelled according to military forms until October, 1860,
when Letters Patent were promulgated, establishing a civil government.
Colonel Macrxay then took the title of Lieutenant Governor, and shortly
afterwards King William’s Town was erected into a municipality, s
suprema ocivil court of justice was established, and several other reforms
were made. But the people were never permitted to have & voice in their
own government, and the High Commissioner’s power to legislate was contin-
ued. The inhabitants were dissatisfied, but they preferred to remain under
the government as it was rather than be brought more directly into
connection with the Cape Parliament. They were in hopes that a Legisla-
tive Council would be appointed, and that by the settlement of the country
between the Kei and the Bashee a sufficient number of Enropeans would be
brought into the province to support an efficient independent government,
Such a scheme was at one time in contemplation, and applications for
farms in that territory were actually called for and sent in, when the High
Commissionsr changed his mind and filled the vacant district with natives.
From that moment the continued existence of the province as independent
of the Cape Colony became an impossibility.

By order of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, & proposal to annex
British Kaffraria had on several oceasions been made to the Cape Parlia-
ment, and had as often been rejected. The Imperial Parlisment finally
passed an Act of Union, which was, however, only to take effect after the
lapse of a certain period, and provided the Cape Parliament did not in the
meantime annex the province. Armed with this document, Sir Prmie
‘Woberovse introduced & Bill which provided for the incorporation of
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