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CHAPTER XXIV

Aba-Tembu ( ? Ama-Lala)

This tribe is here placed among the Ama-Lala.

It is doubtful, however, to which branch, if to any,
of the three dealt with in this book the Aba-Tembu
belong. They have no point of contact with either
the Abe-Nguni (Xosas) or Aba-Mbo. The royal
salutations of this tribe are Sitole and Muvelase.
The assumption is that these two chiefs may have
been brothers,* or Sitole may have been father of
Mvelase, since the former’s name does not appear
in the list of Mvelase’s descendants. Neither
of these two names, however, nor those of their
descendants, have a place in the Abe-Nguni or
Aba-Mbo genealogies. The tribe consequently
must either be a distinct branch, possibly of Lala
-stock, or of Basuto origin. If either of these two
possibilities is correct, then the Tembus are of
Makalanga stock, since both Ama-ILala and Basu-
to are supposed to be from the same source. If
the Tembus are pressed as to the original source
from which they came, they never give a satisfact-

- ory answer. Some venture the statement that they
are of Basuto origin, while others unconvincingly
say that they are of Zulu origin. The last assertion
is manifestly incorrect, as the Zulu tribe is of
“omparatively recent origin, whereas the Tembu
ealogy reaches much further back than that
he Zulus. The tribe may be classed with the
), hey were first known to be living
/hat was later called Zululand,
habitants of that part of the
nep w on the female side,
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