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14 THE TROPICAL AFRICAN REGION.

Palm within our limits, Phenir reclinata being found in the v
of the Kap River in the same district, this being probabl
extreme boundary on the western side. '

Amongst the Monocotyledons the Orchidess have already

mentioned. The difference between the South Western Re

and the present one is here again evidenced. In the former
species of the tribe Ophrydea largely predominate over the Vanc
here, the proportions are reversed. In Natal, Eulophia, Lissoch
and Polystachya, are abundant in species, and take the place of

Dise and Satyria of the west. Calanthe natalensis has lately b

found as far south as the Perie Bush, near King William’s To

The Strelitzice are found as far north as Natal, and may o

beyond that country. Some of the finest Irides belong to

Region, especially the Gladioli, G. psittacinus, G. papilio, G. S

dersit, &. Amongst Amaryllidese may be mentioned several

%Jecies of Crinum, Brunsvigia, Hé@®@manthus and Clivia;

iliacese the noble .dloe Buinesii, a tree of from 40 to 60 feet

height, and by far the largest and finest of the genus;
species of Gloriosa, Sandersonia, and Littonia. The Cyperace®
Gramine®, as will be seen hereafter, yield a considerable num
of species; Prionium Palmita occurs in Lower Albany;
amongst the latter Panicum and Eragrostis predominate.
beyond the statement that a large part of the intervening ta
land, (if that may be so called which is really a country of slopl
downs) between the mountains and the coast, consists of gra
tracts, I have no information as to the predominance of partic
genera or species in individuals.

Comiag now to the composition of the systematic groups m
prevalent in and characteristic of the Region, we possess thr
considerable collections. That made by Drege, some fifty yea
ago, included 2,278 entries of flowering plants, and was collecte
over the whole area of the three Districts into which he divide
the Region. Many of the entries are, however, of the same specie
collected twice, or even thrice ; so that it is only available for u:
as a whole, and even then upon the assumption that the numbe
of species collected more than once, in each Order, bore an equ
proportion to the whole. Secondly, a list of 1,198 plants, collecte
in Albany district, mostly round Graham’s Town, by my frien

Professor MacOwan, and which he bas kindly given me for thi
purpose. Lastly, a list of 1,320 species collected by Mr. J. M. Woo:
in and near the Inanda, not far from Durban, Natal.

A few explanations are necessary respecting these collections
It is true that the broadest result wouid have been obtained b
amalgamating them; but this would have required more tim
than is available to me. The collection of Drege, being made
»vor the widest area, should be the most representative ; but it i
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