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ISAHLUKO

Kwathi ke kaloku ngantsomi, mnfo othile
ckwakusitliiwa nguKholisile wafuya inja,
waza wayithiya igama lokuba nguSibi.

Ukholisilc lo kc wayakhc kwilizwc clihlc kakhulu clinamalilathi
kwanamathafa. Ethubcni uSibi uzclc iinjana zanc. Zaqala
ukuqabuka xa zithungululayo, zathi ngokuya zikhula zakwazi
ukuyiqaphcla indalo kwakunyc nczinyc izinto czirangqc
indawo ezazizalclwc kuyo. Zayiqonda ziscncinane ncnto
yokuba ithi injana lc ukuzc iphilc yanyc kunina. Kwezi njana
zine kwakukho cngqoqo kunyc nenyc ebomvu ncmhlophc qhwa
ncmnyama enamabala amhlophe empumlwcni nasczindlcbcni.
Zakufunda ukuhamba zingekabi naxesha lide zizelwe.

Zathiywa amagama kc. Le inamabala cmpumlweni nasc-
zindlebeni kwathiwa nguMthendevu, engqoqo kwathiwa ngu-
Ngqoqo. Ebomvu kwathiwa nguBambiscla, yaza emhlophc
yabizwa ngokuba nguTawusc. Ziyc ziwaqonda amagama azo
ngokumana zibizwa ngawo. Ncmilenze yazo iyc iswabuluka
zada zazibona zisiya kwiindawo ezithc qelclc.

Kula mahlathi ndithi ayekho kwakukho imithi enjcngcmi-
nquma, imiqaqoba, imibhongisa ncminye cyomclclcyo. Ama-
dobo aycmaninzi kwisixeko awayczalclwc kuso uKholisilc.
Kwakukho ojobela namabhaku kuwo. Kanti namathafa ayene-
zawo iintaka cziziintutyanc namacelu nemicelu njalonjalo.
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Kudc kufuphi nakuloSibi apha kwakukho umlambo omkhulu
owawuncmifula cngcna kuwo. Yilc milambo nala mahlathi
awadala ukuba czi zinja zonwabc. Zathi roqo kc czincinane
zaruqana zisiya cndle zihamba zodwa. Zazityhuluba zakufika
apho, zilinganisa unina, phofu zona zingazi nanto kutyhu-
lutyclwa yona, kanti yena waycscnjenjalo nje wayezama uku-
landa umkhondo wenyamakazi okanyc intaka. Zihambe zigxa-
mpuza cmanzini zibuye zidiniwc, zimanzi kananjalo.

Umzi lo wenkosi yazo wawuxhakwc ycminye. Wawumi
ngakwindawo enesihlaba. linjana zazisiya nalapho csihlabeni.
Njcngokuba uKholisilc waycnabamclwanc bakhc njc, oTawusc
nabo babenabo ababo bczinja bcluncedo kubo njcngoko babe-
njalo ababantu cnkosini yabo nascntsatshcni yayo. Kubamelwanc
babo kwakukho inja ekwakusithiwa nguBhaku. Babcvana kakhu-
lu nayo, baza bathi koko kuvana kwabo benza izinto ezinkulu.

Umzi ongcntla kowakuloTawusc wawungowendoda cyayi-
ngujongani, uze ongczantsi ube ngowakuloBhaku. Ilali yona
yayiycyaseNtakana. UKholisile waycnayo yonke into abanayo
umninimzi. Kwintsapho yakhe amakhwenkwe ngabona bantu
babczithanda izinja. Nangona zazithandwa ngabo bonkc abantu
bomzi, kodwa ayebalasclc wona kangangokuba zazidc zifunc
imbangi yokuthandwa kwazo kakhulu ngawo, kuba zazinga-
nccdi wona odwa. Zabuya zaqonda kamva ukuba cnziwa yilc
ntctho ithi inja yinto yenkwcnkwe. Yayingala makhwcnkwc
awayczipha ukutya naxa ayengaphcki. Loo nto ayinakothukwa
kuba yonkc into cmzini inccala layo. Amantombazana nawo
anczawo izinto azipha ukutya.

Elona xcsha babezclwc ngalo oMthcndevu aba kusckwindla,
baza bafika ubusika scbcthc dlundlu ukukhula. Baqonda kobo
busika bokuqala bczclwc ukuba bulixcsha clithandwayo nga-
bantu. Kuthc ngaminazana ithilc bcsahlcli kokwabo, bcva ama-
khwcnkwc emcmcza uSibi. Aycmganyana nckhaya. Wabalcka
kc waya kuwo. NoTawuse bathc ngokufuna ukuva into
ayibizclwayo bamlandcla. Bafikisana nayc cmakhwcnkwcni.
Kubckho athi ziya phi na czi njana, atsho abagatya kc. Ala la
akokwabo csithi, “Ziyckcni, ziya kuthini na zona ukuzc zifundc?”
Bathi nqa ukuba yintoni na lc iza kufundwa.

Amakhwcnkwc clali akhwazc izinja zakomakwawo ngoku
kusathcthwa ngoTawusc. “Ycyantoni na lc ngqokclela yczinja?”
wabuza uTawusc kuSibi. Zathi gqi zonke izinja czazibizwa cngc-
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kamphcnduli. NoBhaku waba phakathi kwazo. Kufumcnc
kwayinja njc apha emakhwcnkwcni. Ngoku kufikclclwc ethu-
beni lokuba kuhanjwc. Umclc bucala uBambisela cngafuni
ukuya kwindawo angayaziyo. “Tawusc, uyahamba nawc’”
Imbuzilc inkwcnkwc yakokwabo, uBonani. Wathula uTawuse
exakwc kukuba uza kuthi uyahamba uya phi na. Kwchliwa kc
bhu-u kwaya kufikwa cmlanjcni.

UMthcndcvu ubuzc kuBhaku apho kuyiwa khona. “Endazi
pbi, ndiqala njc nam ukuzc ndihambc namakhwcnkwc ama-
ninzi kangaka’” Watsho uBhaku. Akungafumani nkcazclo kuyc
waphinda wabuza kwinja cndala cgama linguXhonti. UXhonti
wathi kuyiwa cngqina. “Kuphi kc apho?” wafuna ukwazi
uMthcndcvu. “Kusekuzingeleni.” Wamxclela uXhonti. Kwaba
mnandi kuMthcndcvu kuba wavela wakuthanda ukuzingcla
oku, kodwa waycngazanga ahambc nabantu ngaphambili.
Emile amakhwcnkwc akungcna cmlanjcni athctha. UBonani
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tuiyulc aza kuwelela kwinxa engaphesheya komlambo. Ngclo
xcsha izinja ezindala zazimana zitshcleza, zimbi zingqunga. Zazi-
de zingene nasengqongancni vcsiziba ckwakumiwc nxamnye
naso. Kuthiwe ke inxalenye mayiwclcle ngaphcshcya. Ycnjc-
njalo okunene.

Waxakcka uTawusc cngalazi nclona cala makabhckc ngakulo.
Wasoloko ejonge uBliaku cfuna ukuba athi ukuba uyawcla
nayc awelc. Lakuwcla lonkc iqela elalinyulwe uBliaku wakhwa-
zwa yinkwenkwc yakokwabo. Wancwina phczu kwamanzi
engayazi indlela angaya ngayo kuyo. Umlambo waycngawu-
qhelanga. Idc yamycka yakuphawula ukuba uyoyika ukungena
cmanzini. Aqalisilc amakhwenkwc ukuhlisa umlambo, cnza
imilozi cngaphelc ndawo ckhuthaza izinja zawo ukuba zilande
imikhondo yeenyamakazi neyeentaka. Ezikwaziyo ukuzingcla
zaqukcza, zithi zingapha zibe zingapha, ziphinycla ezavini.

“Mvi-mvi-i-mvi-i-i,” hvakele lisitsho imvila lisiya kubhijela
cdolweni. Lonkc elo xcsha izinja czinkuhi zihamba emlanjeni
zingqongwc ngamakhwenkwe. Izagweba aziphethc ngazibini
nangazithathu. Kuvele isicibilili. Abazingcli basigibiscla scsi-
dlulc. Saphapha phczu kwamanzi simana ukuwarcca ngcempiko,
naso semka senjcnjeya. Ndithi kc izinja zazihamba cmanzini
njalo, oTawuse bcngavumi ukuya kuzo bcntanta phczu kodonga.
Babckhc babc ngatlii bangangcna, kodwa babc baqabclc nga-
phezulu.

“Utlii kwcnziwa ntoni na apha njandini?” ubuzilc uTawusc
kuBhaku. Wanikina intloko uBhaku cjongc czantsi cmanzini.
“Uthcni ngathi uncwase ukuhlanjc?” WaphindawatshouTawuse.
Wangena czindongcni uBliaku waya kuba phakathi kwczinja
czinkulu. Walandcla uTawusc eqhutywa likhwele, kanti izingqi
uzibhudilc, waya kwcyela cmanzini. Wabuycla elunxwemeni
waqala wafunda into. Waycngazi ukuba ukudada cmlanjeni
kuyafana nokuqubha cchibini. Ngaphambili waycyc aqubhe
emachibini nasczadungcni. Umanc ukmigena qho kc ngoku
cmanzini sckungasckho nto ifuna enjenjalo.

UMthendcvu noNgqoqo abazanga bayc czinjcni, basoloko
besccaleni labazingcli apha. Bahambc kancinanc abazingcli, bada
baya kufika kwcsinye isiziba. Sasincmingcunube cyayiphczu
kwaso. Amasebe la ayo ayejinga adc aye kutsho cmanzini.
UTawuse ubone into cvelc ngcntloko phantsi kwayo. Wayo-
ndcla cngade afumane ukuba yintoni na kanye. Uthc ngokuya 
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uya-

nayc
Aba-

csondela kuyo waqonda ukuba yintaka. Wabiza uSibi wabuza
ukuba yintakani na. “Lidada cliya, Tawusc,” wamchazcla unina.
Kwangoko waya kulo. Liye lidada idada laya phakathi cmanzini
akungcna. Wawiza cmva kwalo. Lantywila. Ibe yinqaba ngoku
kuyc, akakwazi ukwenza loo nto. Ufumene wajikclcza apha
csizibcni. Kudc kwathi ngelingeni lavcla lingckudc kuyc. Lcsuka
laphapha hmshiya apho emanzini. Uphumc cziva ukuba
khathazcka. Waycsclcncthcmba lokuba uza kulibamba.

“Kunjani, phaya phakathi?” watsho uBhaku.
“Akukho ncnto lc,” wamxelela uTawuse. Wangcna

uBhaku cfuna ukuqonda ukuba angakwazi na ukudada.
zingcli babc baya kufika czibukweni. Bakha bahlala phantsi
apho. Le ndawo babekholisa ukulalela kuyo iintaka czihlayo
nczinyukayo. “Kuwe!” utshilo omnyc wabo. Zawa ngokuwa
izagwcba kugityiselwa. Kanti lihobc eli lixelwayo. UTawusc
ycna ulive xa lidlula ngomfuthokazi omkhulu. Amakhwcnkwc
agibisela engajonganga aza achana uBhaku. Waphuma czi-
ndongcni seleqhwalcla ckhala.

“Kuthcni, Bhaku?” wazama ukuqonda uTawusc.
“Bandibcthile,” wachaza.
“Ndawoni?”
“Kulo mkhono ungasekhohlo.”
“Ngubani le nkwcnkwc ikubethileyo?”
“Andiyazi.”
Besakhedamclcne apho, kuzc inkwcnkwc yaphulula uBhaku

kulo mkhono awuqhongolisileyo. “Bafondini nibokujonga xa
nigibisclayo!” Yawayala amanyc le nkwcnkwe. “Lc njana niyi-
bcthilc. Andazi nokuba ayaphukanga na.”

“Akutsho ukuthi masigodukc?” wabuza uTawusc kugxa
wakhc, scbebobabini.

“Bendisenomnqwcno wokukhc ndihambe noko ndibonc lc
nto ycnziwayo apha ekuzingeleni,” watsho uBhaku.

“Xa sibethwayo njc, uthi siya kufika sisakwazi ukuhamba
kakuhlc cmakhaya?”

“Ubuthetha ukuthi siza kusoloko sibethwa na, wcna Tawusc?”
“Kulungilc kc xa usenomkro singahamba.”
Ngoku bathcthayo kukho amakhwenkwe angahoyanga njc-

ngokuba uBhaku cnzakclcnjc. Athecsandula ukusuka apho abetha
intaka yawa emanzini. Athi ke kwakuwa into emanzini, kungc-
kho nomoya ongayidudulayo, athabathe amagadc okanye amatyc
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agibiselc calcni linyc apha ngakuyo ukwcnzcla ukuba iqhutywc
ngamanzi ide iyc kufika elunxwemcni. Ngalo mhla akazanga
abe nalo ixesha laloo nto cbangwa kukungxama. Amagadc
awawaphosayo aba ngawokwalathisa izinja intaka lcyo aycyi-
bcthilc, cfuna ziyc kuyithabatha.

USibi waba kwczo zazingcne, nangona cngazanga ayc kufika
kuqala entakcni. UNgqoqo nayc wazincama wangcna cmanzini,
sukc waraxwa. Izinja ezinkulu zibuyc cjubalaza ngokukano-
jubalala. Zamyeka zisithi ulinga ukudada. Amakhwcnkwc akha
amlinda efuna ukuba adc abc ngaphandlc kwamanzi. Uthc
akashukuma konkc ngoku.

“Ngqoqo!” umkhwazilc uBonani. Cwaka, akasabela.
“Ithcni na le njana?” wabuza cmangalisiwe.
“Ingathi ifile nje?” arana amanyc amakhwcnkwc.
“Tyhini! Ihlc nyani!” Aqiniscka.

Wothuka uSibi akuva oko. Akukhutshclwa ngaphandlc
kwamanzi wabc scl’ csiya kuziqondcia. UMthcndcvu noTawusc
bayana ngamchlo.

“Siza kuthini ngoku?” Yabuza inkwcnkwe yakuloNgqoqo.
“Siza kuhambcla phambili. Asinakulibala yinja efileyo,”

batsho abazingeli. Aba buhlungu la mazwi kuSibi cfelwc, kwa-
ngokunjalo nakoMthcndevu.

Zontathu ezi zizalana noNgqoqo izinja zikhc zangqcngqa
ngakuyc. Ezincinanc zazisithi mhlawumbi uza kuvuka zingc-
kayazi into cfilcyo. Bemkilc abazingeli noSibi wahamba nabo.
Babengabonakalisi buhlungu bona. Zafunda ngoko iinjana
ukuba uinntu lo akanayo nencinanc imfobc ngcnja. Ebcngathini
kakadc ukuba nayo cngazalani nayo nje? Babc bcsuka nabo
oMthcndcvu, kodwa iingqondo zabo zibcthabethana bcfuna
ukumruqa uNgqoqo lo bagodukc nayc.

Babc babona ukuba mabasukcle abazingeli, babafumana.
Bamthcla nqa uSibi bakufika clanda ngamandla ngokungathi
akukho nto ikhc ycnzcka. Abazingcli bayc kutsho cmqhokrweni.
Babona intini, bakhwaza bathi, “Intini!” Zabc nczinja scziyi-
bona, zaya kuyo kanyc xa iya cmanzini. Yathi kuba isisilo csi-
krwcmpayo yazifaka kakhulu iinzipho kwczi zinja zaziyingqi-
ngilc. Amakhwcnkwe akazixhamlanga ngokuhla wona, aphosa
nje izagwcba. Uyijongisile uTawusc intini xa ilwayo. Zoyisakclc
izinja yakhawulcza yatsho phakathi cmanzini.

“Lc nja yeyaphi na?” ubuzilc uMthendcvu kuXhonti.
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“Eyiphi?” Wabuza nayc uXhonti.
“Lc bcnisilwa nayo.”
“Hayi, asiyonja lcya.”
“Yintoni ?”
“Yintini.”
Waqala kc wayazi uMthcndcvu. Waycngevanga nokuba ayc-

sithini na amakhwcnkwc ngokuya ayexelclana ngayo. Emva
koko kubckho nkwcnkwc ithi makukhe kumkiwc ngcfusi
kuvuswc izagwityi namangolwanc. Kwawclclwa calcni linyc
yinto yonkc kc. Bakudibana abafo abakhulu kwathiwa omnyc
makabambc ihlclo ngasckuncnc, waza omnyc wanikclwa ihlclo
ngasckhohlo. Kuhanjwc njc kancinanc kwavuka isagwityi
Kanga ngobuninzi bazo izagwcba zazibethana csithubcni zingc-
kafiki entakcni. Amakhwcnkwc andwcbilcyo aycdc akhwazc
athi, “Nanko,” kodwa iintonga zingakhanga zayamc nokwa-
yama csagwityini. Sidc saya kuphuma chlelwcni singacha-
nwanga. Kwathi kanti abazingcli aba bayaphosa bcbonkc.

Izinja zitshclczc ngamandla apha cfusini ziscnziwa kukunga-
xinwa nto. Abazingcli basijongilc indawo csiyokuwa kuyo
isagwityi, baza baxhinela ukuya kuso. Bcsckudc kuloo ndawo
kuthc khwaphululu ingxungxu yathi jaju phaya. Zayoyika lc
nto iinjana azafuna nokusondcla kuyo. Nayo ingxungxu njc-
ngcntini zaziqala ukuyibona. Uyifunzilc umzingeli zayisukcla kc
izinja czinkulu. Yabalcka yaya kunyuka cndulini ziyithc nca
mgascmva.

UTawusc noBhaku bashiywa zizo zonkc izinja. UMthcndcvu
intanga yabo yayiphala nczinja czindala. Ycna waba namcndu
agqithileyo csclula. Ziyc zaya kuqabela cndulini kc izinja zisayi-
futshanisclc. Bavcla oBhaku scbcbona ngothuli phambili. Ba-
zama ukubaleka kangangoko banakho. Babcthc badlula kubo
abazingcli. Loo nto yokushiywa kwabo nangabantu icacisa
ukuthi babcngekakwazi ukubalcka ngamandla.

“Khawumc, njandini,” watsho kugxa wakhe uTawuse.
“Sishiyiwc,” watsho sclcchopha uBhaku.
“Kakadc sisilo sini csi sisukclwayo?” wabuza uTawusc.
“Asiyonto apha ckuthiwa yinjunju?” wafanckisa uBhaku.
“Njunju, njunju, njunju!” waliphindaphinda uTawuse cli gama.
“Ewe, ndiba yiyo leya.”
“Njcngokuba scbcyc kutshoncla njc abazingcli nezinja kwa-

khona siya kubafumana njani na?”
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“Nathi siza kuya kwcli cala kuyiwc kulo. Siza kungcanibaza
wena side siyokufika kubo.”

“Waklie wayibona phofu injunju le ngaphambili?”
“Audizanga ndiyibonc. Ndiyaqashcla njc ukuthi yiyo leya

Ndikhe ndivc xa kuchazwa uhlobo cmi ngalo.”
“Inyamakazi endiyaziyo nma ngunogwaja.”
Babescbcthe ngcubungu bobabini ngoku kubonakala ukuba

baxube nokuphumla. Babcngabalckanga nakangako, kodwa
batlii ngenxa yokuba baziinjana bakhawulcza badinwa. Babc
bcva ckhondweni. Abazingcli babcsekudc kubo, kwayc kusa-
qhuma uthuli phambili.

“Ucinga into ethi iscyinjunju leya iqhumisa kude ngolwaa
hlobo?” wabuza uTawusc.

“Akukho nokuthini, yoyi lcya,” waqiniscka uBhaku, “ibc
ndiya kulala apho iya kulala khona.”

Bakhefuzcle ngoku iilwimi bezikhuphe ngaphandlc. Babonc
ngabazingeli sebcsisicuku bchlcli phantsi. Baya kc kubo.

“Izinja nazi apha zonkc,” utshilo uTawusc bakuba kufutshanc
emakhwenkweni.

“Kazi ukuba iphi na injunju xa zilapha!” wamangaliswa
uBhaku.

“Ayibalekanga yazishiya?”
“Ingcnzeka naleyo into, ngangcndlcla le ibalcka ngayo.”
Bafika cmakhwcnkwcni.
“Tyhini nantsi injunju, Bhaku!” wakhuza uTawusc.
“Hayi, asiyonjunju le,” watsho uSibi. “Yingxungxu.”
“Bcndingayazi mna loo nto. Ndive uBhaku csitsho, ndathi

ufanele ukuba unyanisile.”
“Kanti le nyamakazi ishiya izinja ayinkulu nakakhulu!”

watsho uBhaku. “Ngelaa xesha ibivuka phaya ibikhangclcka
ngokungathi inkulu.”

“Usayothuka ingxungxu kodwa umdala!” watsho uSibi.
“Andizanga ndiyibone kaloku, ndingazanga ndizc nakwii-

ndawo czinayo.”
Kwaba mnandi kuTawusc akubona ingxtmgxu ifile. Wayekhc

ayitsale nangeendlcbc cdlala ngayo. Wayeba uza kufumana
inyama. Nangona waycshiyekile xa kwakusukelwa waycsithi
akanakushiywa xa kutyiwayo, angatyi.

Kuhlcliwe kuloo ndawo kwakubanjelwc kuyo inyamakazi
kwada kwaqondakala ukuba yonkc into iphumlc ngokwaneleyo. 
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Izinja zazisczitshayinta phofu zingadc zibc kudc namakhwcnkwe.
Nawo amakhwenkwc ayckhc agibisclc iintaka czidlulayo.
Ukusuka kwawo kuloo ndawo kwakuhlcliwc kuyo kwakusc-
kukho anqcnayo ukuhaniba. Akhc ada aphikisana. Amanye
aycsithi makuyiwc kutyiwa ingxungxu le yayiscyibulcwc.
Kukho kc nawaycsanqwencla ukuba kukhc kuhanjclwe pha-
mbili. Oyisakala entethwcni la aycfuna ukuba kugodukwc.
UTawusc wayckwcli cala lithi makuyiwc kutyiwa inyamakazi.

Ekuhambcni kwawo ingxungxu inikwc inkwcnkwana csc-
lula. Akhawulczc angcna cdotycni. Ngomzuzwana ongcphi
cngenile kulo kuvuke isakhwatsha. Sathi ukuphapha kwaso saya
ngakwcnyc inkwcnkwe, ayalibazisa yakusibona. Yasihlangabcza
ngesagwcba, sawa ngoko nangoko. Uthe esabalcka uTawuse
ukuba csithi uyasichola wagatywa kakubi.

“Mka!” yatsho kanye inkwcnkwc cyayisibcthilc, ingatyhilc-
kanga cbuswcni. Yayikwamlingisa ngcli xa imgxothayo. Nayc
ngokoyikisela umzinjana wakhc oinncinanc akenzanga nkani,
wcma. Yacholwa ngabazingcli intaka. Kwaba kukhona asondc-
layo uTawusc. Wafika idlavukc umbilini lo kubonakala ukuba
yachanwa yinkwenkwc enamandla. Nayo yaphathiswa intwana
ckwancinane. Waqonda uTawusc ukuba lukho noko uqhitso
apha ekuzingeleni. Isithabathilc lc ntwana isakhwatsha yasifaka
phakathi kwale minwc mibini ingakubhontsi, isidibanisa nentaka
cyayibethwc emlanjcni. Loo nto yokunxulwa kwecntaka wayc-
qala ukuyibona uTawuse.

Abazingeli bafunc ukuba kugqitywe idobo lonkc. Lalili-
khulu kangakanani ke! Naba bcbenomoya wokugoduka babc-
se bezimisclc. UTawusc ukhc wabuza umhlobo wakhc uBhaku
umahluko phakathi kwcsakhwatsha nonogwaja. Kuyc la ma-
gama asukc aba ngathi ayafana.

“Akusaboni na ukuba isakhwatsha yintaka, unogwaja yinya-
makazi?” watsho uBhaku.

“Kuthcni kaloku usuke undingxamcle njc?” wadana uTawusc.
“Ndifanelc. Ndiyacaphuka. Uyazazi nawc ezi zinto ukuba

zahlukene mpela.”
“Noko uneengcwangu.”
“Ungandiycki nje kaloku ndizihlalele kanti uyabona ukuba

ndinecngcwangu kuthcni?” Baxabana apho abalinganc.
Idobo cli kwakuhanjwa kulo lalenilc kanobom. Kwakungc-

nwa phakathi kwathi akwabonwana, inja ayayibona cnyc.
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Kwaba njalo nasemakhwcnkwcni. Uzivc csoyika uTawuse kulc
ndawo, wafuna ukuphuniela ccalcni. Wadubada into cngcnasi-
phclo kc cngade ayokuba ngaphandlc. Uqondc akubona umgxo-
bhozo ukuba uya csiya phakathi. Waxinga kuwo apho. Uzamc
ukuzikhupha sclencwinela phezulu, cnexhala lokufa. Into eyayi-
moyikisa kakhulu kukuthi akukhupha olunyc unyawo kuphindc
kutshonc olunyc. Uphuine sekukudala cscnza imigudu. Wakha
wahlala ccalcni lomgxobhozo lowo, ecinga icala amakabhcke
ngakulo. Wayengasalazi nclona waycvclc ngakulo. Wahamba
ke sclejongc njc ukuba angaphindi cyclc.

lintaka zazivuka ngakuyc angazinanzi nganto. Uyazi nawc
ukuba nokuba ngumntu uyayiycka ncnto ayithandayo xa
ancxhala. Udc waya kutsho esiphclweni. Wabhidwa njc kuku-
ngayazi indlcla cgodukayo, ngewaycngazanga azixhamlc nga-
kulandela bazingcli. Into awaycnqophc kuyo kukuba uza kuba-
bhaqa kuba idobo lalingagqibanga mhlaba wonkc. Wacothoza
cbetha ecaleni. Phofu nangoko kwakungckathi gingxi. Ixhala
lalikho. Wayesithi kunokuvcla namaramncwa amcnzakalisc.
Wajikcla kc edotycni cngafumani mkhondo wamntu nanja.
Uthc wcma ithutyana emamcla ilizwi lomntu onokuthi athcthc.
Kwathi cwaka.

“Tyhini! aba bantu batyiwc yintoni na?” Wamangaliswa.
Kuvclc iintaka czininzi angazaziyo namagama azo. Kuzo

kwakukho czimdaka ngebala nczimnyama. Zathi roqo zaphapha
kunyc, zithi naxa zihlala phczu kwccngcongolo zihlalc kunye.
Wayithcla nqa loo nto. Wazimisela ukuba uya kukhc ayibuzc
czinjeni ngclo xcsha aya kuthi adibanc nazo ngalo. Emka ama-
khwenkwc kungckho nalc iyodwa ivclayo ngaphandlc. Aphuma
akugqiba ukulihamba lonkc idobo.

“Uphi na uBhaku, Tawusc?” ambuza akumbona.
“Andimazi.” Walandula uTawusc.
“Sisimanga ke eso. Wahlukcnc phi nayc?”
“Ndimgqibclc kanye ckungencni kwcthu.”
Abazingcli bathc makuphindwc kungcnwc cdotycni kukha-

ngclwe ycna. UTawuse ycna waycngasakhathali nokuba aka-
khangclwanga. Ubuzc lc ntaka imnyama imsila mdc, kwathiwa
ngujobela.

“Ezi ntakazana zimdaka ndizibona zihamba nayc ziziphi?”
“Ngamabhaku lawo,” wamxclcla uSibi.
“Zcnziwa yintoni ukuba ziphaphc kunyc zingafani?”
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“Ngumhlobo innyc,” wamcaciscla unina, koko cnyc lc
yinkunzi izc cnyc ibc yimazi.”

“Yiyiphi cyinkunzi?”
“Ngujobcla.”
Arnakhwcnkwc angcnc edotycni ngokukhawuleza. Wasala

uTawuse. Izinja zazifuna ukuba ahambc koko wala. Ilanga lali—
phczu kwccntloko. Kwcziwa nayc uBhaku sclcmanzi cthe toxo.
Waycmdaka ludaka kungasabonakali nclona bala lakhc.

“Nimchola phi?” wabuza uTawusc.
“Simfumenc cmgxobhozwcni,” waphcndula uBonani. “Ube-

scl’ctshone wonke kushiyckc njc intloko le yodwa. Makabulele
ukuba sikhawulcze sambhaqa.”

“Mawo-o-o,” watsho uTawusc. Waycfumana cmsizcla njc
kuba nayc wayckhe wcycla.

Abazingcli ngoku bathc makubhckwc chlathini. Yammangali-
sa into yokunyoluka kwabo uTawusc, kuba kwakusckubanjwe
inyamakazi kwabcthwa necntaka.

Endlclcni cya chlathini kuvukc amantshiyanc nojcjanc. Kuloo
ntlaningc yecntaka kwachanwa yanyc.

“Into elungileyo noko xa kuphoswa ngolu hlobo kukuba kugo-
dukwc,” waccbisa uTawusc.

“Usungula njc nokuza kuzingcla sowuyazi indlcla ckuphoswa
ngayo?” utshilo omnyc umzingcli.

“Ndiyabona xa kuphoswayo nokuba andizanga ndizingelc,”
waphendula uTawusc.

Uthc akuphosa amchlo ngascmva uTawuse wabona uBhaku
cnyuka ngomlimandlcla.

“Nanko uBhaku czimcla,” waxclcla abazingcli.
“Myckc agodukc. Akusaboni na wcna ukuba udiniwc?”

watsho uSibi.
“Nam ndidiniwc kodwa naku ndingcmki.”
“Ungahamba nawc xa uziva uthanda; akukho mntu nanja

ikhc yakwalcla,” wamkhulula uSibi.
“Uyazi ukuba kungona cmkayo njc bcndijongc ukuba masi-

godukc kunyc sisaqala ukungena emlanjcni.”
Abazingeli bathethc ngecmbila nangcentsimango nangcc-

mpunzi bakuba ngasehlathini. Kungenwe chlathini iintaka
zintyiloza kakadc. Abazingeli babengazikhathalclanga apha,
into ababeyijongile ikakhulu iziinyamakazi. Kwakukho namawa
kweli hlathi, iinyamakazi zithanda ukuhlala kuwo.
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ISAHLUKO

2

Xa kuphakathi njalo, uTawuse ubone cnyc
into awathi yimbuzi. Yamtlii ntsho
ngamehlo ingashukumi. Wakhonkotha

eyoyikisa. Yamlingisa ngccmpondo. Wagqiba wathi yimbuzi
Idla ngokwenjenjalo nayo xa ibona inja. limbuzi waycziqhclile
ekhayeni lakhe. Babeye bazityc benoMthendevu zakuya
ezindlwini.

Waya eqinisile ke kule nto. Yamthi guphu ngophondo yaya
kumlahla kude, watsho wathi asimbuzi le. Ime phczu kwakhc
akuwa phantsi. Kodwa ayimenzanga nto. Ukuba ngaba yayi-
mqokclc ngeyayimkhuphc amathumbu ngaphandle, incne.
limpondo zayo zazibukhali. Waba ncthamsanqa. Wavuka waba-
leka kakhulu kc. Akuba esithcle kwindawo awayehlatyelwc
kuyo wanycka. Wema, wazifumana csopha engqoshcni. Inxeba
lalingcbanzi, lingcnzulu kananjalo. Lalingcbuhlungu.

“Hu-hu-u!” Lakhwaza ilizwi ehlathini. Wamamclisisa akuva
uTawusc.

“Ngamakhwenkwe lawo,” wacinga. Wcsuka wahamba. Ku-
gqithc iinyamakazi ezininzi phambi kwakhe, waziphepha esithi
zingamhlaba nazo.

“Hu-u imbila!” utshilo umzingeli kufutshane naye.
Uhlangenc nenkwenkwe isukela iimbila ezo.Wakhwina cfuna

iqonde ukuba uhlatyiwc, ayamjonga inkwcnkwe, yabalcka.
Wajingxcla cmva kwayo, wayifumana ibambelelc esinqeni
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ngasemthini. Wayixclcla ngokuhlatywa kwakhc. Uthe akuchaza
umbala lo wcsilwanyana awaycdibcne naso yathi yona yimba-
bala.

“Vi-i-ityi!” Ibcthc ikhwelo inkwcnkwe awayethctha nayo
ibhckisa kwamanyc. Asabcla ngokusabcla ckwiindawo ngcenda-
wo. Amazwi asabclayo aba maninzi esenziwa nayintlokoma,
into apha ethi wakukhwaza nayo ilinganisc, kudc kuthi xa uku-
fuphi ncliwa. Iwaxelelc ke le yayimc noTawuse ukuba iimbila
zibheke ngakuwo.

“Tyhini! Usathetha ngecmbila ngoku ndithi kuwc ndili-
mele?” watsho uTawusc.

“Mandithini nma?” yambuza inkwenkwc. “Uzokumangala
kum apha, uycka ukulwa nenyamakazi uziphindezele. Kunjalo
nje, njanandini, ndiyakubona ukuba uya kuthi wakuba mda- 
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dlana kunoku ube ncnkathazo egqirhileyo. Ndimana ndikuva
uthetha into ongayikhathalclanga cmntwini. Ndiralcla ukuba
ndikhc ndikunikwc, kuthiwc Iilala nam nokuba ziintsuku zinta-
thu. Ungamazi umntu lo ukuba ngumntu.”

Wathula uTawusc. Abuyc amakhwcnkwc cphanca kungekho
nalc inyc inyamakazi ayibambilcyo. Ambona indlcla awayc-
nzakclc ngayo uTawusc. Ahamba nezinja kwagodukwa. Waziva
enqena ukuhamba uTawuse ecinga umgama omde ukuya ko-
kwabo cqhwalela.

“Ubona njc, Mthcndcvu, ukuba bendiyinyamakazi ama-
khwenkwe ngcndiphosa cgxcni, koko ke andiyiyo. Engandi-
hoyanga njc ayazi ukuba akukho nto aza kuyizuza kum apha,”
watsho.

“Izinja ezi kuthcni zingakunccdi nje zikufunqule?” wabuza
uMthendcvu.

“Ziyeke azinangqondo. Zifana nqwa nala makhwcnkwc.”
Abazingcli babuzcne apho ziza kutyelwa khona iintaka

nengxungxu. UBonani wathi mayiyc kutyelwa kokwabo
yonke loo nto. Banyukc besihla bada baya kuvela kwaKholisilc.
Bawela cntlanjcni phambi kokuba bayc kutsho khona. Babebuya
ngandlela yimbi engcyiyo le babchambe ngayo kusasa. Bambo-
nile uBhaku czisongilc ngascsibayeni kokwabo. Waphakamisa
njc intloko cbajonga wabuyc wayiqhushcka eluthuthwini.
Uphumilc uBambisela wahlangabeza abazingcli bcsckudc. Wa-
khawulcza wafika kwczinyc izinja. Uthc akubona uTawuse
noMthendcvu bcscmva waya clcqcka kubo, waya kungena nabo
ckhaya.

Kwahlaliwa ngascbuhlanti. UTawusc uvukwc ngumona
wasuka wathi, “Noko, Bambiscla, andiyiqondi lc nto yakho.”

“Eyiphi into ke?”
“Le yokuba sixhinkxe imini yonke sibaleka wcna uhlcli

apha, uze ufunc ukutya nathi inyama.”
“Ngahlc kancnc akukhangc ubambe nanyamakazi uthctha loo

nto njc.”
“Thula kc.”
Usukumile uTawuse washenxa ngakuBambisela, wamana

ukugragrama. Amakhwenkwc alungise imbiza aza kuphcka
ngayo, aphcmba nomlilo. Izinja czaziye engqina zazihlalclc
kufutshane nawo. UTawusc ubc waya kungqcngqa ngaku-
Bambisela wamana cgragrama cmjamele ngokungathi loo nto 

14



wayckade cyilibclc. Agxabhagxabhisilc amakhwcnkwc yada
yabekwa cziko inyama ycngxungxu.

lintaka zosiwa. Aqasha iindawo amakhwcnkwc cmana ukuthi,
“Ndimnqc, ndimfuba, ndimhlubulczi,” njalonjalo. lintwana
ezincinanc ezazo iindawo yaba ziintloko namanqina namagila
kuphela. Izinja zona zathula. Zityiwc iintaka zakulunga. Izinto
czalahlclwa czinjeni ziindlclo.

“Intaka lc ityiwa namathambo na hlcnje?” wabuza kuXhonti
uMthcndevu.

“Ewc; kaloku amathambo ayo mancinci,” watsho uXhonti.
“La makhwcnkwc atya amanqina odwa cva ntoni kuwo

engcnayo ncnyama njc?”
“Inokuba ikho into ayivayo, kuba kudala awatyayo.”
Ivuthwe msinya ingxungxu. Ayinto ilibazisayo kakade

nokuba iphekiwc. Abazingeli batya, izinja basukc bazijulela
amathambo. Kwakusckuzelc nazczingazangc ziyc cndlc. UTa-
wuse wayesithi akungalifumani ithambo ayc kuzo azigragramclc.
Zahlala zona azamcnza nto.

Adc agqiba amakhwcnkwc csitya kungckho nyama ikhc
yanikwa zinja. Wakhathazcka uTawusc akuqonda ukuba ide
yaphcla cngakhangc ayizuzc.

“Asinasabclo na thina enyameni?” Wabuza kuSibi.
“Akukho nto siklic siyinikwc ngabazingcli ngaphandlc kwala

mathambo siwakhukuzayo,” wamchazela uSibi.
“Kanti niyayivinjwa njc ncnyama kuthcni ukuba nisoloko

niphuma nabo? Ezi nyamakazi bazibanjelwa nini. Abanawo
amcndu okuzisukela bona.”

“Ewc khona, kunjalo, kodwa kc asingezc singayi xa sibizwa
ngamakwenkwc, kuba aziinkosi zethu.”

“Ziziphi czona nkosi zcthu, kuklio abaninimzi aba basikhuli-
sayo, kukho namakhwcnkwc?”

“Yonke into cngumntu yinkosi ycnja. Xa izinja zingaphula-
phuli nto ithcthwa ngabantu azinakuphila.”

“Kungokuba zingenakho na ukuzizingclela zizihlalele kwcyazo
imizi?”

“Sikhokclwa ngabantu xa siya kuzingela into cyiyo. Leyo
into uyithethayo yokuzihlalcla ayingekhc yalunga. Apha kule
mizi sikhusclckile, njcngoko nawe ubonayo. Asinakufumana sibe
sibcthwa njc xa sihlcli neenkosi zethu. Kanti ngaphezulu, siyo-
ndliwa. Kweycthu imizi singasesichcngeni.”
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“Ayisithi yini na abakhusclc czi nkosi?”
“Utsho njani kc?”
“Nditsho kuba isithi abakhonkothayo cbusuku, zilclc zona.

Nokuba kukho nantoni na cyonayo kufunzwa ngathi.”
“Unyanisile,” wangqina uMthcndcvu, ehleli ngakunina.
“Ewc, kukhonkotha thina, kanti kc sikhonkotha sithembclc,

sisazi ukuba bakho abantu abanokuphuma basinccdisc xa kukho
into cyenzekayo. Singafa xa sinokuzimela.”

“linyamakazi eziya zildala cndle zingafi njc zibangclwa
yintoni?” Wabuza uMthcndcvu.

“Zavela zazizilo zascndlc kwakudala. Ziyayazi intlalo yakhona
zona.”

“Kodwa siyafana nazo ngokudalwa. Kuthcni zingakhe zizo-
kuhlala nabantu nje?”

“Kaloku zivatyiwa ngabantu. Naso kc esinyc isizathu esenza
ukuba zingczi cmizini.”

“ligusha neenkomo zixhclwa yonkc lc mihla, kodwa nazi
ziscmizini.”

“Andisazi isizathu csinokubangcla ukuba izinja zibc zinya-
inezele le nkqatho,” utshilo uTawuse ewajonge ngdiso clibi
amakhwenkwc.

“Uthi ngcsisithini wcna?” wambuza naye uSibi.
“Ndithi ngesifuduka sibhckc cndlc.”
“Nam ndikwclo lakho, Tawusc,” wcma ngakuyc uMthc-

ndevu.
“Sizc sifikc sithini apho?” wabuza uSibi ehleka kancinanc.
“Sihlalc sixclisc czaa zilwanyana ziphaya.”
Naxa uMthendevu waycngqinelana noTawuse uSibi ycna

akazanga abc ngakubo, cbangclwa kukwazi kc. Zakugqiba
ukuthctha uTawuse ubizc uBambiscla. Iscnzo samakhwcnkwc
satsho kwaphcla noko kuchukclana kwabo. Wamxclclainto awa-
yethctha ngayo nonina. Uthc csafuna ukunaba wamnqanda
uBambiscla wathi bobuya badibane. Ukutshona kwelanga
zontathu iinjana zikaKholisile zayiphicotha intlalo ycnja phantsi
komntu.

“Kc, bcscndincccbo endinalo apha kum. Mna ndithi masibhckc
cndlc siyokuma khona,” watsho uTawusc.

UBambiscla: “Singcmka nini kc?”
“Nangomso lo usayo bcsingahambayo.”
“Hayi, akunakulunga ngomso,” wala uMthcndevu.
16



“Ucinga ukuba singaya nini wcna?”
“Kunokufuneka siklie sikhulc kuqala.”
“Yo-o! Yinto cndala lcyo,” wakhuza uTawusc.
“Uze uqondc kakuhle ukuba asinakuba badala sihlcli lc

ntlalo. Siya kufa ngaphambi kwcxcsha lcthu.”
“Nditsho kuba kc asikabi namandla ngoku. Siscbancinanc.”
“Ukuba bancinci kwcthu akunamscbcnzi, Mthendcvu.”
“Ungalibali ukuba kukho amaramncwa phaya cndlc. Asingczc

sitlii sisoyiswa zizinja ezingangathi sibc nakho ukumclana nawo
xa silwayo.”

Kubonakclc ukuba uTawuse uyayiqonda lc nto ithcthwa ngu-
Mthendcvu. Wacinga ngokuhlatywa kwakhe yimbabala.

“Khona xa sinokuya kuhlala cndlc singatya ntoni?” ubuzc
watsho uMthendcvu.

“Singatya iinyamakazi eziya zininzi phaya.”
“Yiyiphi cnye into csingaphila yiyo ngaphandle kwazo?”

Ubuzilc kanjaqo uMthcndcvu, waqhuba wathi, “Ungasahluka-
nisi nabantu namakhaya ngcnto ongckayiqondi nawc,” wamyala
uMthcndevu. “Phofu lihlc lona iccbo lakho, kodwa kuyafuncka
ukuba uthi uscnza into ube uqinisckile.”

“Hayi, asingcze silambe xa sinokuba sendle.”
“Ewe, ndiyakuva, kodwa usukc ungawuphcnduli umbuzo

wam othi sotya ntoni na ngaphandlc kwcenyamakazi ?”
“Siya kugrcnya.”
“Ntoni?”
“Umbona.”
“Siya kubc siwuthatha phi?”
“Uza kulinywa. Siya kuthi xa sowulungelc ukutyiwa siwubc.”
“Sithini bakuba abantu bewuvunile?”
Naloo nto yokugrcnya uTawuse wayithetha njc kuba cngafuni

kuthula. Zifumane zavumclana ckubcni zimke ckwindla kc.
“Nala makhaya sithi ngawcthu nina asingowcthu. Ngawcc-

nkosi zethu. Thina sibckclwe njc ukuba siwagcine angonakali.
Ingqina laloo nto nangoku silaliswa phandle, bazc abantu babesc-
zindlwini. linjongo zabo zezokuba siyibonc yonke into cza
cmakhayeni abo ngobusuku. Nala magama oBambisela zizinto
njc zokuba bcfuna ukuba sibambc amascla,” waphctha ngaloo
mazwi uTawuse. linjana zizimiscle ukuba ziyc kulala. Unina
azifunanga kumxelcla into cbezithetha ngayo ngoku sezizodwa.
Zaziseziyifumcne apho ikhona ingqondo yakhe ngexcsha ezazikhe 
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zatyana nayc iindlebe ngalo.
linjana zihlcli kuloo ndawo zazilala kuyo, zingathcthi.

Ukuthula oku kwakucacisa ukuba ziyacinga ngomcimbi lo
zazikhc zadibana ngawo.

“Bambiscla!” ibizilc intombi kaKholisile imi phambi kwc-
ndlu. Yayiphcthc isitya. linjana zaya kuyo zibalcka. Yaya
kugalcla intshela yokutya clitycni elaliscnkundlcni.

“Niyayibona lc nto bcsithctha ngayo?” wakhalaza uTawusc.
“Eyiphi kc?” wabuza uMthendevu.
“Le ycnkqatho. Siphiwa intshcla apha ukutya singakuvanga.

Nasenyamcni banjc abantu.”
“Khawuyekc wcna, kuza kubc kulungc,” wamxolisa uMthc-

ndcvu.
Zakukhova ukutya uTawuse uthe mazikhc ziyc cntombaza-

ncni ziyibuzc ukuba kuphi na okona kutya kukuko.
UMthendevu: “Kunganjani xa sinokuyibhckisa cnkosini le

nto yokuvinjwa kwcthu ukutya? Kungcnzcka kuthi kanti aba
bantu bazcnzcla njc izinto zabo abangaziyalclwanga yinkosi
yethu.”

“Lilo nclo,” waqonda uTawusc.
“Masiyc ngoku kc cnkosini ingckadc ilalc,” watsho uMthc-

ndevu.
“Andiyingenc mna loo nto,” wazilandula uBambiscla akuba

cchazclwc into cza kwcnziwa.
“Kungani ukuba ungayingcni?” wafuna ukwazi uTawusc.
“Hayi, ungandibuzi into lc yonkc ngokungathi ndisctyalcni.”
“Ngokuya ubukadc ungqinclana nam bckuthcni?”
“Andikhangc ndikungqinclc,” watsho uBambiscla.
Ziqhubaqhubcnc czi njana zimbini, uMthcndevu noTawuse,

zaya cnkosini yazo. Zifikc kuloo ndlu yayihlcli kuyo ibasc
umlilo, yothilc. Zona zithc zalala ngczisu czantsi kwcziko.

“Kwashushu apha,” wachaza uTawuse, phofu cphoxa. Mba-
ngi yokuba aphoxc kukuba bona babcsoloko bclala phandlc
nokuba kuyabanda.

“Yintoni izinja cndlwini?” ubuzilc uKholisile.
“Kukho into esingathanda ukukhc siyivc, nkosi, waphc-

ndula uTawusc.
“Yinto cluhlobo luni lcyo?”
“Sifuna ukukhc sazi ukuba kutheni na singenasabclo sisiso

nje apha ckhaya.”
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“Isabclo csisiso scsinjani?” ubuzilc uKholisilc ckhwczcla
unililo.

“Nditsho ukunikwa ukutya okulungilcyo, nkosi.
“Okulungilcyo kokunjani?”
“Kuthi kwakuxhclwa igusha, mhlawumbi inkomo, sifumanc

amathambo, inyama singayiphiwa. Kanti naxa kuphckwc ukutya
sinikwa izikhoko.”

“Oko kukuthi kc, Tawusc, nifuna oku kutyiwa ngabantu?”
“Kanyc kc, nkosi,” wavuma ngokukhawulcza.
“Wawuzibonc phi izinja zisitya ukutya kwabantu?’
“Asizangc sizibonc, kodwa sinayo ingqondo cthi zifanclwc

kukukufumana.”
“Njengokuba unyoko adc abc ngaka njc cngazange akhalazclc

kutya, niqondc ntoni nina nizalwa izolo oku njc?”
“Siyaphawula ukuba zizinja cziscbcnza nzima. Umzi ugcinwa

sithi ubusuku ncmini.”
“Scnikwazi kona ukukhonkotha phofu?”
“Sazalwa sikhonkotha njc, ubuza ntoni, nkosi yam?”
“Hcke-e! Utyaphilc utsho. Oku kuthi nithi xa izinja czi-

nkulu zikhonkotha umntu okanyc inkomo, sukc nina nikho-
nkothc zona, nibangclwa yini, kanti nazalwa nikhonkotha njc?”

“Sukuba sintyontyela xa senjenjalo.”
“Ubisi olu niluxhaphayo anancli lulo?”
“Ubisi lufana namanzi, alunantswane.”
“Indixakilc kc lc nto ycnu, kuba uSibi ycna uthule.”
“Mhlawumbi wcnziwa kukungaqondi intlalo Ic. Thina ayisi-

kholisi konkc intlalo csiyihlcliyo.”
“Mandcnjcnjc kuni; andinakho ukunika izinja ukutya oku-

tyiwa ngabantu. Andizangc ndigczclwc zizinja mna njcngo-
kuba ndenzilc nje. Phumani niye phandlc.”

“Kubanda njc, singcnayo nandlu, siya kihlala phi?” wabuza
uTawuse.

“O! Nifuna ukutya nokulala nabantu czindlwini?”
“Ewc njc!”
“Ningatsho nje ukuthi anisezozinja scningabantu, kuthcni?”
“Ewc khona, sizizo, kodwa imbandczelo iyavakala nakuzo.”
“Inja phandle!” Uzigxothile uKhdlisile csonda ngazo. Zaphu-

ma zibalcka, wazisukcla waya kuma cmnyango.
“Ukuba ndikhc ndanifumana ndiya kunilungisa,” watsho.

Waycsongcla sczingasabonakali ngoku, sczidukc cmnyamcni.
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Zabonwa nguBatnbisela xa zibalekayo. Yena wayencathame
ngascndlwini xa kwakuthethwa.

‘‘Nazo zisiya kujikela czantsi kwesibaya, nkosi,” waxela
uBambiscla.

“Yiyiphi loo nja itshoyo?” yabuza inkosi yakhc.
“NguBambisela, mhlckazi,” wazixela.
“Nawc ufuna ukutya kunyc ncndlu?”
“Hayi, nkosi,” walandula, ephephisa intloko.
“Ndiya kunibctha'mnanihamba nifuna izinto cningazaziyo njc.”
Uyokungcna endlwini uKholisile akungaziboni izinja. No-

Bambiscla watsho phakathi.
“Ufunani ngoku wcna?” wambuza uKholisile.c? 
“Hayi mna ndizc kukuchazela ngento cbithethwa ngoTawuse.”
“Khawuqhubc ndive.”
“Ezi njana zikhc zandixclcla ukuba ziza kuza kuwc apha,

zathi masihambe kunyc, ndala. Ndithe kuzo andizangc ndizibone
mna izinja ezifuna ukulinganisa abantu.”

“Uthethe kakuhle, Bambiscla,” wamncoma uKholisilc. Uyc
ngakuyc ngoku uBambiscla cruluba ngesisu phantsi. Wamphulula
ngesandla emqolo akufika kuyc.

“Zithethe ntoni ke cycnye?” wanmcina.
“Ndiva ngathi ziza kufuduka ekwindla.”
“Uthi kuthcni na apha kum?”
“Incne kunjalo.”
“Zithi ziya phi?”
“Zijongc ukuya kuzakhcla eyazo imizi cndlc.”
“Ukholisile undixclcle.”
“Uzc ungatsho kodwa kuzo ukuba uve ngam.”
“Hayi, asobc nditsho. Ziya kuthi zisimka zibe zithe tsakala,

ndinyanisilc.
Ube nothuku ngoku athcthayo uBambisela, wakhc wabhcka

emnyango, wajonga macala. Wababona oTawusc bchleli kulc
ndawo wayckuyo naye. Waba nexhala lokuthi mababc bayivile
into abcyihlcbcla inkosi yakhe. Wabheka phandle engakhangc
abc satsho kuKholisilc ukuthi uyahamba.

“Tyhini nilapha!” watsho koTawuse.
“Ewc,” wavuma uMthcndcvu.
“Siza kuthini kubanda nje ngascbuhlanti? Sifuna iindawo

czisithilcyo.”
“Hayi phofu, nifancle.”
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“Khawutsho, Bambiscla, wenza ntoni apha endlwini >” wabuza
uMthendevu.

“Bendisithi cnkosini mayivelane nathi kulc mpatho siphatheke
ngayo, ycnzc umnyinyiva.”

“Ithcni ke yona wakutsho?”
“Indingxamclc yafuna ukundibctha.”
“Ifunc nini ukukubctha ibikuphulula njc?”
“Bendingekayithethi lc nto yentlalo ngoko.”
“Hi awu-u-u!” Akakholclwa uMthendevu.
UTawuse: “Ungathini ukwala ukuza apha ngokuya bcsiku-

qhuba kanti intlalo lc akuyithandi? Ubuthe wcna akuyingcnc
into yokuba kuziwe kuKholisilc. Ngoku uvela sewusithi ubuxoxa
ngentlalo. Ubufuna ukuthctha uwcdwa? Hayi, Bambisela, asi-
nakuqhathwa nguwe.”

Uphumilc uKholisile cndlwini, akazcnza nto izinja, nazo
zahlala. Wafika ngasebuhlanti kukho umthinzi.

“Ngubani lo umi apha?” Wafuna ukwazi, akwabikho nto
iphendulayo.

“Bambisela!” wabiza. Uthe xa asukumayo uBambiscla
watlii uTawuse makahlale phantsi.

“Ebcngatshongo ukuthi asikwazi ukukhonkotha? Engayi
njc kaloku kule nto ayibonayo kutheni?” watsho uTawusc.
Uchole amatyc uKholisile waxuluba umthinzi lowo. Kwava-
kala izingqi, wandula kc ukusukcla. Kube mzuzu engckho wabe
wabuya. Zahamba izinja zaya kuhlala cmakhalcni, wamanga-
liswa uKhohsile siscnzo sokungczi kwazo xa azibizayo.

Waba ncngqondo cthi zinyhwclezwe nguTawusc njengoko
yena wayesisithcthi okuya bcziyc kukhalaza kuye. wafuna ukuba
kutheni na uSibi cngabangakho njc ycna.Wagqiba kwinto ethi
makabc udibcne nccnjana zakhe. Ubizc intombi yakhc yasabcla
ikwcnye indlu.

“Khawukhc intwana yomqa uwuzise apha ndiphc czi zinja,”
wayithuma.

“Kulungilc, tata,” yavuma.
Umc ngccnyawo uMthendevu akuva loo nto. Waycycyona

njana ibawa ngaphczu kwazo zonke.
“Uya phi, Mthendevu?” wafuna ukuqonda uTawuse.
“Ngathi siza kuphiwa ukutya njc?” waphendula watsho

uMthendevu.
“Khawume,” wanqanda uTawuse, “musa ukungxama.”
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Bayijongilc intombazana xa isa ukutya kuloo ndlu yayinoyise.
Wesuka umninimzi wakhwaza uTawusc, zaya kuyc zonkc ngokn
iinjana. Ukuscbcnza akufani nokutya. Ugalclc ukutya phantsi
ngascmnyango, zaza zakhawulcza zakugqiba. 'Wazibizela phakathi
cgalcla okunyc phantsi, cntla. UMthendcvu wambonzclcka
wabheka kuko.Wakha wamathidala uTawusc esoyika ukuvingce-
Iwa. Akazanga ayazi indlela abaphiwa ngayo. Kwakungaqhc-
Iwanga kwenjiwa njalo ngaphambili. Uzincamilc wcnyukela
cntla nayc ckugqibclcni. Zithe zakuqumbana apho uKholisilc
wavala ucango, kwangoko akwchla ukutya kuTawusc.

"Koko kutya bcnikufuna oko?” wabuza uKholisilc.
“Ewe,” waphcndula uMthendcvu.
“Kumnandi ?”
“Ewc.”
“Tawusc, ngubani owathi maningabokuza ndakunibiza ?”
“Akukho mntu wakha watsho, nkosi.”
“Kwathini kc iikuzc ningczi ngokuya bcndinibiza ?”
“Asivanga.”
"Wena uthe kwczinye izinja mazihlale xa bcndinibiza,” waqa-

shela.
“Akutshongo mna.”
“Kutsho bani?”
“Kutsho uBambiscla.”
“Akathethi nyaniso uTawuse, nkosi. Nguyc osinqandileyo xa

ubusibiza,” wavcla wazikhuscla uBambiscla.
“Mthcndcvu, asingoBambiscla othc masingayi cnkosini?”

wangqinisisa uTawusc.
“Ewc, nguyc,” watsho uMthcndcvu.
OMthcndevu aba babcsebcphawulc ukuba abazukudibana

nayc ngczimvo. Bascbcsithi kc mabascbclibhukuqcla kuyc ityala.
Ithc yakuba ngunam-nawc, uKholisilc wathi makasclczohlwaya
zonkc. Uthabathe uswazi waqala wabctha uTawusc waza
wamkhuphcla phandle.

“Ngathi kum ngcwubctha uBambiscla lo ycdwa, kuba ubu-
khwaze yena,” watsho uMthendevu.

“Uyazi kakuhlc into yokuba xa nifunwa nonkc akubizwa
magama enu nonkc. Naxa kufunzwayo kubizwa inja ibcnyc niyc
kuloo nto ifunzwayo. Akunjalo?”

“Kunjalo.”
“Ndiba nanjengokuba ulapha njc ngoku bendibize uTawuse.”
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Uzibcthilc nczo uKhoIisilc kodwa akazibctha njcngoTawusc
ngcnxa yokuba umsindo wakhe wawusowuphclilc. UBambiscla
waya kuzilalela kwindawo cyodwa cnoloyiko lokuba oTawusc
bangamqubula cbusuku bamtyc. Kudc kwasa bcthu bengakhanga
bamcnzc nto. Zontathu iinjana zikaSibi zavuka zincndyamara.
Yayigqithisilc kuTawuse, kuba waycnzakelc. Inxcba lakhe
laliseliqhanile. Zahlala kwczo ndawo zazilclc kuzo zisiva imi-
zimba. UKholisilc waya kukroba impahla cbuhlanti kusasa
njcngcsiqhelo.

“Nisalclc?” wazithethisa izinja zakhe.
“Ewe, siya kuthini imizimba ycthu ibuhlungu njc kuku-

bcthwa?” waphcndula uTawusc.
“Benibethwa ngubani?”
“Nguwc. Akusayazi ngoku loo nto?”
“Nithc zinantoni na ezi zinja! Uswazi olu lungcnza imizi-

mba cbuhlungu ?”
“Alubethi mthini kaloku, lubctha cnyameni.”
Lc ntctho yamcaphukisa uKholisilc waza wangqala czinjcni

selcngathi akasanyatheli phantsi apha, cngxamcle ukuya kuzi-
bamba ngczandla. Zaya ezantsi komzi.

“Akukho cebo limbi linokusinccda ngaphandle kwcliya
bcsikhc sathctha ngalo, Mthcndcvu; simke siye kuzihlalcla
cndle,” wcma kuloo nto uTawusc.

Zibe zagoduka zaya kuthi buthalala cnkundlcni. Ezi njana
zazingaphathekanga kakubi, kodwa zathi zisandula ukuvcla
zaba nczikhalazo czininzi. Yonkc imihla zazihlutha, into ckuyiyo
zingakholwa kukutya kwazo. Zazicacilc nakumntu ongumha-
mbi ukuba azilambi.

“Tawusc! Siza kuya kuzingela nanamhla,” utshilo uBonani
kuzo.

“Siza kuya kuzingcla ntoni, phi?” wambuza uTawuse.
“linyamakazi necntaka kwakulaa ndawo besikuyo izolo.”
“Akusozc undibonc apho ncmini cyodwa.”
“Ngcnxa yantoni?”
“Utlii ndingabe ndizidinise ngczinto cndingcnakuziva?”
“Ubungayizuzanga inyama izolo?”
“Uxcla amanqina namathambo?”
“Sisabclo scnu eso.”
“Ningaya kuzingela nje nina, mna ngokwam andiphumelcli.”
“Ungahlala njc ngomoya wakho, andikukhathalelc. Akuka- 
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kwazi nokuzingela kakade,” yatsho inkwenkwe. Yayiziqhula
nje izinja. Abantu abaphindcli ekuzingeleni xa bcbeye ngezolo
nokuba iinyamakazi sezixhaphake kangakanani na. Ihambile
inkwenkwe ingakhanga incokolc nakangako nczinja.

“Kunganjani xa sinokuccla uBhaku lo ahambc nathi?” ubu-
zile uTawusc kuMthendevu.

“Kungalunga,” watsho uMthendcvu, “ibc angavuma lula xa
sinokumvelisela bonkc ubuhlc balc nto siyicingayo. UBhaku
yinjana cndwcbilcyo, akanakho ukungaqondi xa acacisclwa
into.”

“Kufuneka sihlanganc naye kwakusasa njc. Kc ndixakiwe
ukuba ndingaya njani na phaya kokwabo, kuba sikhc saxabana
izolo.”

“Angaba usagcinc loo nto?”
“Andinakwazi.”
“Kulungile, ndiza kuhamba nawe siyc kokwabo. Siya kuthi

sakuba kufuphi nomzi uzimcle emakhalcni wcna, ndizc mna
ndibhekc endlwini. Ndiya kudlala nayc ndimtsalcle kuwe. Uzc
uthi xa sclcfikilc usukc ubalckc nawc uzamc ukudlala. Loo nto
iya kumenza akhululeke nokuba cbcsckuqumbelc.”

“Ukuba undilumilc zendithini?”
“Uzc umxclclc ukuba akuliwa, kuyadlalwa.”
“Masihlc kc,” watsho uTawusc. Bakubascmakhalcni kulo-

Bhaku uTawusc wazifaka kuwo. UMthcndevu umfumcnc uBha-
ku cngakhanga ambuzc nasemntwini.

“Kanti ukho apha ekhaycni?” watsho uMthcndevu.
“Ewc,” wavuma uBhaku.
“Ubusithi ndiyc phi?”
“Andikhanga ndikubonc okoko kusilcyo. Bcndisithi mhla-

wumbi usahambahambilc.”
“Hayi ndisclapha ekhaya.”
“Bancokola ngezinto czazisenzcka ngezolo bchlcka. UMthc-

ndevu umthc chwcthe-chwethe ngomkhono ugxa wakhe wata-
ka wabhckcla phaya. Wamjonga uBhaku ngokungathi uza
kuthi, “Andikhanga ndikulindele ukuba uza kuphuma kuloo
nto.” Oku kudlala kokusukelana kwczinja lilona cekwa lazo.
Uphakamilc uBhaku kubonakala ukuba uyanqcna ukudlala,
nto njc selcziccnga. Ngoku uMthcndcvu wamthi nti ngomsila
ezimbanjcni wabalcka. Balcqana kwalapha phakathi kwezindlu
bada babhcka cmakhalcni.
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UTawuse ubevile ukuza kwabo. Bakuba kule ndawo wayc-
kuyo wavela cmakhaleni esenza ngokwcccbo labo noMthe-
ndcvu. Kwangoko uBhaku wathana ngqakaqha naye, wase-
sukcla ycna kc. Umilc uTawuse wajonga kuBhaku xa baphantsi
komzi. Wayclungiselela ukumphamba.

“Gra, gra,” watsho cmana ukuwa ngapha nangapha. UMthe-
ndcvu wayebukelc encumilc. Usukc kwakanye uTawusc wagqo-
tsa waphindela cmakhaleni.

“Andisadinwc ngako,” wazixela akuba ngakuMthcndcvu.
“Nam ngokwam ndinjalo,” watsho uBhaku, zaycka ke uku-

dlala.
UMthendcvu wamchazcla uBhaku ngcntlalo-mbi nangcnto

ababcsebcthcthc ngayo. Wavuma uBhaku ukuba kufudukwc.
“Uzc unccde ugayc zonkc izinja czinokunqwencla ukuhamba

natlii,” wamcela uTawuse.
“Ndiya kuzama ukuba ndidibane nazo ngomso izinja,”

watsho uBhaku. UTawuse uthc makukhc kubhckwe emlanjeni.
“Siya kwcnza ntoni apho?” wabuza uBhaku.
“Scnzcla nje ukokula imizimba,” watsho uTawuse. “Ayi-

lunganga into yokuba sibe sihlcli ndawonye.” Zasinga emlanjeni.
“Nithi xa ngaba izinja zivumilc ukuhamba nathi abantu baya

kuhle balunge ukuhlala bengcnazinja?” wabuza kogxa bakhc
uBhaku.

“Asazi,” watsho uMthcndcvu.
Ziqalc kwindawo awayefelc kuyo uNgqoqo, zafika amclilo la

akhc crolwe ngamagwangwa, cvuthamclcnc. UTawuse wa-
ngcwenga iinycmbezi akubona oko.

“Khanikhangelc imisebenzi yabantu ckhohlakeleyo,” watsho
selclila.

“Thula, Tawusc, thula, kuba akuscnakunccda,” wamthuthu-
zela uMthcndevu. Wazisula iinyembczi.

“Masikhc siyc kulc ndawo ibinentini,” watsho uBhaku.
“Yintoni csiza kuyenza csilwanyaneni sikrwcmpa noku-

krwcmpa?” wambuza uMthcndcvu.
“Siza kuqonda indlcla le sipliila ngayo.”
Zayibona zakufika kwindawo cyayihlala kuyo.
“Yitsho, silondini!” wabulisa uTawuse.
“Ewe-c,” yavuma intini inyekile.
‘ Isilo csi scsaphi na?” wabuza nangona waycsclesazi evilc

ngaso.
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‘Sesalapha cmlanjeni,” yazixcla.
“Singakhe sisondelc apho kuwc?”
Hayi,” yala.

“Sinczinto esinqwenela ukukhe sizithethc nawc, sikufutshanc.”
“Andifuni zinja zisondclayo kum, kuba ziyandikhathaza.

Nayizolo oku zindilumile. Umzimba lo wam unamanxctyana
azo.”

“Utya ntoni apha cmlanjeni?”
“Nditya amascle nononkala nonokrwecc.”
“Ezo nto zodwa?”
“Qha.”
“Xa uscmanzini akuraxwa?”
“Hayi.”
“Ucinga ukutlri singalunga thina xa sinokuza kuhlala apha?”
“Nibaleka ntoni emizini yeenkosi zenu?”
“Siphathekc kakubi gqitha.”
“Yintoni embi cmizini?”
“Asinikwa kutya kwanelcyo; kwaye nalc nto yokusoloko

kuzingclwa ngathi czinyc iinyamakazi asikholwa yiyo.”
Ngaloo mazwi uTawusc waycziccngezcla cjongc ukuba

bafumanc indawo yokuhlala kuyo ukuba inganayo.
“Andazi, mhlawumbi ningalunga,” yaphendula yatsho intini.
“Khawungcnc emanzini sikubonc,” wayiccla.
Ngokungathandabuziyo yaya cmanzini icangcatha phczu

kwamatyc. Ikhc yawiza ukusuka kwayo elunxwcmcni, yaza
yathi lambalala yakuba phakathi esizibcni. Umqhokro lo yayi-
kuwo wawusczantsi kwcsiziba.

“Izilwanyana zihlala kwiindawo ezininzi,” watsho tiBhaku.
“Zikho ezisemizini, zikho czisemahlathini nasemanzini.”

“Ingathi ziya kuphantsc zidibanc ndawonyc kodwa kulo
innyaka xa ndiqondayo,” watsho uTawuse. Zazithctha kc
amchlo zimana ukuwaphosa ngaphcshcya nangancno komlambo
zijonge ukuvcla kwcntini. Kuqalc kwakho amaqamza, ckubona-
kala uktiba yayibhibhidla mhlawumbi. Yavcla ycza clunxwc-
meni.

“Uhleli ixcsha clidc, hi!” wakhuza uTawusc.
“Kanti lifutshanc kakhulu. Ndiyahlala ngaphantsi kwamanzi

ktide kusc xa bendintywile ukutshona kwclanga.”
“Siyayithanda intlalo oyihlcliyo apha,” wancoma.
“Nikholwa yintoni kanyc kuyo?”
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“Sithanda uJkungabikho pliantsi kolawulo lonintu oku.”
“Ndiyabona.”
“Akungckhc thina usifundisc ukuntywila?” wabuza uBhaku.
“Ndinganifundisa xa nithe nafuna.”
“Siyafuna,” zatsho kunyc zontathu iinjana.
“Noza nini kc?”
“Besingafundayo nakaloku njc, koko sixakiwe kuba uthc

akufuni nja yayamayo kuwc,” watsho uTawusc.
“Ningcza nina. Noko nisebancinane; kwayc anihambi naba-

zingeli.”
“Abazingcli abalunganga,” wabagxcka uTawusc. “Njcngo-

kuba silapha njc sikhc saya kudlula kwcnyc inja cfilcyo ngo-
kubulawiswa ngabo. Bcbeyithuma kwczi ndawo bangafuniyo
ukungena kuzo bona, sukc ycnzakala.”

Zihlile izinja phczu kwccndonga, zayibonela kufutshanc
intini. UTawusc uyibuzc apho ihlala khona xa inayo, kusemini,
yathi yona iba ngaphantsi kwamanzi.

“Yabonani, kungathi kanti nizokufunda indlcla cndizinqabi-
sa ngayo apha, ze ngomso nindiqokclclclc izinja nabazingcli
bczc kundihlasela,” yarana.

“Hayi, asinanto nokwcnza nabantu konkc,” watsho uTawuse
ckhululckile.

Intini: “Into ckufuncka niycnzilc yilc, niza kuwiza niyc esazu-
Iwini scsiziba. Niya kuthi xa nilapho nifakc iintloko zcnu cma-
nzini, nizc nithi zakutshona nikhabc amanzi la ngala manqina
angcmva. Njc ukuba nenjcnjalo, niya kulila nakanjani na. Niwa-
khabc nina amanzi ningaycki, nidc niyc kufika czantsi apho
ndihlala khona. Enyc into cma ndingayilibali nantsi, zcni-
yisongc imizimba yenu ukwenzela ukuba nibe namandla.
Niyazi nani ukuba ithi yakuswabuluka into cbisongcnc iyc
ngamandla. Niza kubc niswabuluka kc njcngokuba nikhaba
amanzi njc.”

Zavuma izinja.
“Niyakwazi ukuwiza?”
“Ewc,” waphendula uTawusc.
“Ndiza kuphinda ndingcnc emanzini. Nize nikhangelc ka-

kuhle apha kum.”
Ycnza ngcndlcla cbichaza ngayo yabc yabuya.
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ISAHLUKO

Yayithakazela kaklmlu kuba yayinobuts-
haba nezinja, ke izama ubuhlobo nazo.
Nangona yayizoyisa yayingayithandi

kodwa into yokusoloko isilwa nazo.
“Hambani niye,” yaziqhuba.
Zangcna zabhcka phakathi. Isiziba sasisikhulu side sangathi

siza kuba mnyama ngcnxa yokuba nzulu. Zibc ngathi ziyantywila
izinja akwatshona nomqolo lo. Zihlc zaphuma czimbini kwasala
uTawusc ycdwa ezamazama. Nayc wancama.

“Kunzima,” wachaza.
“Nini aba bangakwaziyo ukuntywila,” yazigxibha intini.
UTawusc uyicelile ukuba ikhe ingene kunye nayc. Ngu-

Bhaku noMthcndevu abangazangc babc namnqwcno waku-
phinda balingc. Bathc xa baphakathi oTawusc yasuka yazimka
intini yehla. Yajika yakungamboni uTawusc ycza kwakuye.
Imcinczclc ngomkhono, watshona njc ixeshana wabc wapha-
kanyiswa ngamanzi.

“Kunjani’” ibuzile.
“Ndiyekc, ndoyisakclc,” waxela.

Wahlckwa nguMthendevu akungaphumelcli.
“Zinjandini!” watsho ekhefuzcla. “Yintoni na, Tawuse?”

wambuza UBhaku.
“Andikhuzi le nto yokuphoswa yindawo scsiyifumene?”
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“Musa ukuzikhathaza wcna, siza kuyizuza enye,” wamxolisa.
“Kusuke kwaphcla ithemba kum.”

“Umhlaba ungaka, wcthu, ungasowuphelclwa lithemba kuku-
phoswa yindawo cnyc?”

“Ebebangclwa yintoni ukuba abc bomvu amanzi ngokuya
bcndikhc ndatshona?” wabuza cntinini, uTawusc.

“Aba njalo xa ujongileyo, ungaphantsi,” yamchazela intini.
“Uyaz’ ukuba bcndisithi mna kukhanyisc ilanga lascmanzini?”
“Kuba bomvu njalo kc kuthi kuba asicimcli ngaphandlc koku-

ba silclc.”
UMthendevu udlalc noBhaku bemana ukubambana, maxa

wambi baziqikaqikc engceni. Yinto cziyithandayo lcyo izinja xa
ziphuma emanzini zisemanzi. Intini ayizanga ikuqonde oku
kudlala kwabo. Yandwcba. Kuyo yayingathi bcnza iccbo
lokuyitya.

“Hayi, azizukukwcnza nto izinja,” watsho uTawusc.
Yaxola yakuva. Zihlcli czindongeni izinja zomisa imizimba.

Intini nayo yazibuza ngentlalo yczilwanyana czisemizini. Zayi-
chazela kangako ziyigxeka, kudc kuthi eyezinja.

“Ndilusizi kukungakwazi kwenu ukuntywila,” yazivela,
“kuba bcsiza kuhlala kamnandi sonkc apha. Phofu abantu baya-
sihlupha nalapha. Nezinja ngokwazo zikwanjalo.”

“Izinja azinanto zingayikhathaziyo. Konkc oko kwenziwa
kukufunzwa ngazo njalo,” wazihlcba uMthendevu.

“Bcningekho nina kwczi bczilapha izolo?”
“Bcsikho,” wanyanisa uBhaku.
“Ndiyakhumbula, ngathi ndikhe ndazithi tshc izinja czinci-

nanc, into ckuyiyo bcndingcnaxcsha lakuqwalasela nto, izinja
zindifuthile.”

UTawuse: “Kaloku abantu bafuna sikwazi ukuhamba sisitya
izilo thina zinja ziscncinane.”

“Akuzanga ukhc uyc wcna emizini?” wayibuza uMthcndcvu.
“Ndiyokwcnzani kodwa?”
“Uhambele nje.”

Bangathi abantu bcsizungula ngolu hlobo sibc sifumana
sizula cmizini yabo? Bangasibulala.”

“Kodwa ungachwcchwa ngobusuku uye. Abanakwazi nokuba
uyintini.”

“Andifuni naloo nto.”
Kuyaluzelc amanzi kusancokolwa njalo. Zajonga izinja
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zingathcthi. Kuvclc umntu waya kuhlala ngaphesheya komla-
mbo.

“Ingathi ngumntu njc lowa?” wafanisa uTawuse.
“Nguye,” yatsho intini.
“Uhlala phi?”
“Ngaphantsi kwamanzi.”
“Kukwakho nabantu na kanti apha?”
“Ewc.”
“Sinqwcncla ukukhc sithcthe nayc njc singcnza njani?”
“Hambani niyc kuyc.”
Azizanga ziwelc izinja. Zafuna ukuthetha naye zikwelinyc

icala lomiambo. UTawusc umtsho ngcmibuzo cmininzi nayc
njengcntini.

“Ungayi kuhlala nabantu cmizini njc kuthcni?” wcnjcnjalo
cthubcni.

Abaa bantu bascmizini badalclwa ukuhlala cmhlabeni, saza
thina saba ngabasemanzini,” wamcaciscla umntu womlambo.

“Kumnandi ukuhlala apha?”
“Ewc kuba andilambi. Ndifuyilc, iinkomo zomlambo.”
“Ufuyilc?” waqondisisa uTawusc.
“Ewe. Ezaa nkomo zincmibala cmdaka nizibonayo phaya

cmizini yinzala ycenkomo zomlambo leyo.”
Ezi nkomo zazixclwa zazikho kokwabo uTawusc, kodwa

engayazi imvclaphi yazo.
“Izinja zona akunazo?”
“Akukho nto ingekhoyo apha.”
“Akunakho ukusifuya thina sibc ngabakho?”
“Andinakho kuba aningcze nalunga nani ukuba nisoloko

niscmanzini.”
UTawusc wayccinga ukuba intlalo ingantle xa anokuba pha-

ntsi komntu ongengowascmizini. Ibc ukuba babcnokulunga
emlanjeni babcngazukuba sagoduka, babcza kuscbcyiycka naloo
nto yasekwindla babeyijongilc. Nto yona ingaqondakaliyo
ycyokuba khon’ ukuba umntu womlambo waycvumilc uku-
bafuya babcza kuthini na, kuba baboyisiwc ngamanzi. Mhla-
wumbi babcsithi angavcla ncccbo abcnzc bakwazi ukuhlala
kuwo.

“Necnyoka zikhona apha?” Waphinda wabuza uTawuse.
“Ziphi apho zikhona kaloku xa zingekho apha? Amazilcnzi

alapha, noxam balapha. Zininzi, ndibala ntoni na?”
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“Azinityi ?”
“Ziyasitya. Scsisindiswa ngamaccbo cthu ukuba zingasibulali.”
“Abantu balapha cmlanjcni bangangabaya basemizini?”
“Hayi. Isiziba sisinyc sinomntu waso. Loo nto ithcthc ukuthi

kc nokuba scbedc badityaniswa abanakuzc balinganc naba-
ntu abascmizini. Niyayibona nani imilambo ukuba ayizalanga
ziziziba.”

“Inkosi lc ke ngumni isiduko?”
“NdingumNgqosini inna, uGaba, isihlobo sikaCihoshc,” wazi-

thutha.
“O, ndiyabona, mntu womlambo.”
“Yiloo nto.”
“Ukunye nabaya banathi phaya ngaphandle?”
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“Ewc,” wavuma.
Naso isiduko csi zazisazi izinja. Kwakukho abantu abanaso

abangabamclwanc bakomawazo.
“Uyadibana kc namawcnu?” wanmgcambazisa uTawuse.
“Eza qho apha kum xa sukuba cnento ayifunayo.”
“Ndiyaqala ukuyiva into yokuba abantu bakhe bahambclc

cmlanjcni bcngezanga kuhlamba okanye bczokukha amanzi.”
“Akukabi nakuzazi zonke izinto zabantu abadala. Andiniqo-

ndi nokuba scnizazi nezczinja.”
“Uyawaxhelcla amawcnu akufika apha kuwc?”
“Ewe.”
“Banobubelc abo bantu. Ndikhc ndijongc xa batyelelwe

ngamaNgqosini avcla kwezinyc iindawo. Kuxhclwa iinkabi
zccgusha czityctyisiweyo.”

“Kaloku iyimfanclo into yokuba uthi wakuhanjelwa ngumntu
oligazi lakho umcnzclc izinwc.”

“linkomo czo ubusithi unazo ungakhc uzivclise?”
“Ewc.”
“Khawuzc nazo,” waccla ukuba ziziswc ukuzc bazibonc.

Watshona csizibcni uGaba. Intini yayisahlcli ematycni ingayi-
mamelanga incoko yoTawusc nonmtu womlambo. Inkomo ithc
thu ngccmpondo, yada yangaphczulu kwamanzi yonkc. “Fu-u !”
Yafutha, yaqabela czindongeni. Yagquba ikhonya yakuba phczu
kodada. Yayinclunda clikhulu clitsolo, uboya bayo budlakadlaka
cntloko apha. limpondo zayo zazimfutshanc, zijongenc. Itshoba
layo lalilidc. Kwaphcla ncengcamango ezazinazo izinja, zokufuna
ukuyithcthisa zisoyika ukuhlatywa. Izinto czazithanda ukuba
zingaziva ngayo zasczizibuza kumNgqosini.

“Apha emlanjeni kuhlcliwe kanyc ngolu hlobo kuhlcliwc
ngalo ngabantu emizini,” wabhckisa kubalinganc bakhc uTa-
wuse.

“Ewc, kunjalo, xa kukho abantu nczilwanyana,” wanmgqi-
ncla uMthcndevu.

“Ndibona ukuthi mna nalc ntini yinto cfana nathi zinja.”
“Nithi ayisosizukulwana sczinja czabalcka abantu kodwa,

yaza yathi kuba izalclwe apha ayabi sawazi umlibo wayo?”
watsho uBhaku.

UTawuse: “Kunganjalo, wcna.”
Zakwancla kukubuza izinja zathi mazimke kuba kwaku-

ngasckho nto zingaycnzayo. Zabulisa kuNgqosini nascntinini.
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“Ningabokusikhathaza kc xa nidibana nathi nizingela,”
yaziyaleza intini.

“Asicingi konkc,” wayithembisa uBhaku. “Sel’ ungumhlobo
wcthu.”

“linkosi zcnu zikhohlakclc. Niyazi ukuba nangokuhlwa ziya-
fika apha zizokusibulala, ibc lilona xcsha siphuma ngalo clo
ukuya kuzifuncla ukutya. Andiyazi lc nto inkulu kangaka sayc-
nzayo cbantwini.”

Zothuka izinja kukuthi kanti abantu bayazingcla nangobusu-
ku. Ibuzc apho zisingisc khona zathi zona zifunzelc komakwazo.

“Aninakundisa kulaa ndawo benisithi kufele inja kuyo?”
yazicela.

Azalanga bcthu, kodwa zakha zaqala zafuna ukuva cyona nto
ijongc ukuycnza kuyo. Yathi ilambilc.

“Uyatya na kanti nalapha czinjcni?” wabuza uTawusc.
“Ewe, xa sczifile.”
Zahamba nayo kc zaya kuNgqoqo. Yamthabatha yathi iya

kumtycla kufutshane ncndawo chlala kuyo. Zayijonga iinjana
yada yaya kufika czindongeni.

Izilwanyana azikhohlakalc, nto njc zoniwa ngabantu,”
watsho uTawuse. “Lc ntini ibisilwa kakhulu nczinja izolo cli
namhlanjc incokola kakuhle nje nathi. Ycnziwa kukuba sivclc
sathctha nayo asayiluma. Nayizolo ngcndingahlatywanga chla-
thini ukuba bcndingathanga ndifune ukuyibamba laa mbabala.”

Zigodukilc ukusuka kwazo emlanjeni. Zagqitha czikaKholi-
silc zishiya uBhaku kokwabo.

“Bcniphi intsasa lc, Tawuse?” wazibuza uKholisilc czakhc
zisahlala phantsi.

“Bcsiscmlanjcni,” wamxclcla uTawusc.
“Beniyc nabani cmlanjcni apho?”
“Bcsiyc noBhaku.”
“Mamclani apha,” watsho, “ukuba nithe roqo nihamba cmi-

lanjcni nibancinci niya kugqibcla ngokwcnzakala. Kufc uNgqoqo
izolo cli, kodwa nina nako nisiya emlanjeni nedwa.”

“Besiya kwcnzakala nokuba bcsinabantu sixelise uNgqoqo
lowa bangakhanga banmcedc bckho.”

“Musa ukuthctha ndithctha.”
“Ndala lc nto yokuba usukc wcnzc ngokimgathi asinakufa

xa sihamba nabantu.”
“Ngaphezulu, ndifuna ukunixelcla lc nto, anisozc nilungc
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niyc kuhlala cndle nizizilo zasckhaya njc. Ulwimi! Akukho
ncnyc inja cyakha yazimcla cndlc, ndingazanga ndiyivc nasczi-
mbalini. Lc nto ndiyithcthayo niyibona ngala wcnu amehlo.
Kuzelc izinja kuyo yonkc imizi cschlabathini. Azinamnqweno
wokwahlukana nabantu. Kunjalo njc azifuni nto le yonkc njc-
ngani aba. Indawana csukc indixakc yilc yokuba anikabi nangqo-
ndo niscnza ezi zinto njc. Nditsho phofu izinja zonkc zingena-
ngqondo. Nezi zindala akukho nto yazo. Sikhc sothukc oSibi
noXhonti bediala nenyamakazi apha phakathi kwclali, sithi
sakufunza kubc kungona bayiqondayo. Kanti bathi bayasc-
bcnza.” Utyondyothc uKholisilc kwabuhlungu kuzo czintlizi-
ywcni.

“Asancli yilc ntlalo. Kungcso sizathu kc esithc safuna ukuya
kuzakhela cycthu imizi,” akamfihlcla uTawusc.

“Imizi?”
“Ewe.”
“Nibokuzc nindiphc indawo mhla nayigqiba.”
“Khawu.sixclclc ke nkosi. Naku ukutya ninako kuninzi,

ncnyama niba nayo, nifuyilc. Ningahlcleleka na xa ninokusini-
ka izinto csizicelayo?”

“Asinakuhluphcka nakancinanc.”
“Ktmgani ke ukuba ningasiphi?” watsho umbuzo. “Niya

kukholwa kukusoloko nikhalclwa zizinja? Izinja ziqalilc nje
ukufuna iimfanclo zazo azinakuphinda zimc zingazifumananga.”

“Lc ntlalo niyihlcliyo yayihleliwc zezinye izinja mandulo
kokhokho. Ayingezc yajikwa ziingqcqana czinjcngani njc. Aba-
ntu bcnganiniki njc zinto czisctycnziswa ngabo babangwa
kukuba niya kusuka nizcnzc bona, nizilibalc into cniyiyo.
Mhlawumbi ningathi ckugqibclcni makukhonkothc thina.”

“Izc ibc nani kc loo nto khon’ ukuba niyakhonkotha?”
“Nibc niphi nina xa sikhonkothayo?”
“Siza kube sikho, sifunza.”
“Yo! Wayithctha into cngatshongo khona! Kanti nifuna iza-

bclo njc nijongc nokuguqula indalo?”
“Nathi kaloku siyafuna ukuba sibufumanc obu bumnandi

nibuvayo.”
“Zenithini nakubufumana?”
“Sonwabc kudc kubc zizizukulwana ngezizukulwana.”
“Hambani nimkc apha, Tawusc.” Zabhcka cmakhalcni

iinjana.
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“Yinto cnkulu kuKholisile, lc yobukhosi babantu,” utshilo
uTawusc ebhckisa kuMthcndcvu, “ibc uthctha njc, uscza ku-
khonkotha.”

USibi waya kuhlala ncenjana zakhc. Waycthanda ukuba
phakathi kwazo xa kungasctyenzwayo, azibaliscle iimbali kc
mhla acacilcyo. UMthcndevu umbuzc ukuba kwakuthcni na
ukuzc kuthiwc nguSibi.

“igama lam asingoSibi, Mthcndcvu,” watsho unina. “Ndi-
nguBisi. Ndathiywa ngobisi olu Iwcnkomo. Abantu balijika
ke’’

“Babclijikclani ?”
“Bandinceda. Ndandisuke ndisabcle xa kuthcthwa ngobisi,

ndicingc ukuba ndiyabizwa, ndixhamJeka njalo.”
“Ngubani kanyc lo mntu walijikayo?”
“Yinkosi lc ycthu.”
“Lalisukcla cntwcnini clo gama lakho?”
“Ndiseyinjana ndandiluthanda ubisi. Ndandiyc ndimlandclc

umscngi xa aya ebuhlanti. Abc ngandigxotha ndingavumi
ukumka. Bcndisiya nayc cndlwini akugqiba ukuscnga, athi csitha
ubisi njc cmasclwcni ndibc ndichophc ngakuye ndilindc olwam.
Yonkc imihla ndenza loo nto. Ndalifumana ngaloo ndlcla kc
igama lam.

“Zazingakulcqi wcna iinkomo wakungcna ebuhlanti, njc-
ngokuba zingayifuni njc inja xa zinamatholc?”

“Ndandisima ngascsangwcni.”
“Kakadc zizithiyelc ntoni izinja zakuba zizclc?”
“Andazi. Mhlawumbi zithi ziza kubulala amankonyana

azo.”
“Benziwa yini abantu lc nto basoloko bczinika ubisi iinja-

na kanti bavimba kangaka?” wabuza nayc uTawusc clcle ngo-
mqolo.

“Uyazi ukuba nam loo nto ndikhc ndiyifunc engqondwcni,”
watsho uMthcndcvu, “ibc nala masi bawcnzayo ngalo amnandi.”

“linjana azikwazi ukutya ukutya okulukhuni. Kc zinikwa into
cya kuthi ihlc lula cmqalcni,” wacacisa uSibi.

UTawusc: “He Mthcndcvu, ukhcthantoni ingqaka nentloya?”
“Ndikhctha ingqaka.”
“Nam.”
“Naniyiva phi ingqaka?” wabuza uSibi. “Kungathi kanti

nitya amaselwa abantu.”
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“Ainakhwenkwc ayasipha umvubo akuhlutha,” wachaza
uMthendevu.

“Nascmaselweni ayasithululcla xa alibelc ukusishiycla ubisi.”
lincoko czo zazizcnza zaziycka ngokusukc zibonc inkosi

yazo.
Yangena intwasa-hlobo, nayo yadlula, kwafika ihlobo. lintaka

czazimkc cbusika zibalcka ingqclc zabuya chlotycni. lintaka
ezinjcngcnkonjane nchlabankomo ncngwamza zabonakala. Ili-
zwc laba luhlaza butyani. Imithi cmidc ncmifutshanc yadubula.
Izinja zaba nayo ngoko ingqondo yokujika kwamaxesha omnya-
ka. Abantu baya kulima cmasimini kwakuna iimvula zchlobo.
Umhlaba wonkc ubc ncnkangclcko cntsha ncntlc ababcnga-
zanga bayibonc oMthendevu. Bona baqabuka sckutshazwa, ku-
ngasckho nto intle konkc.

Babcsithi bakudinwa kukuhlala ckhaya babhckc cthafcni, bayo-
kusukcla iintaka czinkulu. Ngantsasa ithilc kwasa kukho igusha
kaKhoIisilc kudc kifuphi nomzi wakhe. Yayingabuyanga cdlc-
Iwcni ngczolo. Yabhaqwa ngumntu owayehamba ngendlcla
ilanga seliphakamile. Watlii akukhangela uphawu czindlcbcni
walwazi. Waya kubikcla uKholisilc kc ngomonakalo awuboni-
leyo.

“Indawoni, mfondini, loo gusha uthctha ngayo?” wothuka
uKholisile akufumana udaba.

“Ingaphaya komzi,” watsho umhambi.
Into cyabangela ukuba uKholisilc angayiboni ndawonyc

namakhwenkwe akhc kukukhasa kwcnkungu. Wakhawuleza
waya kuyo engakhanga abc sathctha nto ininzi nomntu lowo
waycmxclcla, ngokungathi yavibulewc nguye.

“Into endingayaziyo kukuba igusha lc sukuba ishiyckelani
na yodwa cndle czinyc zigodukilc, ide izokudibana nokufa njc,”
watsho akufika kuyo.

Uthc akuyiguqula wayifumanisa ityiwc cmva komkhono
apha, kurolwc isibindi ngaphakathi. Izinja ezincinane ezazihamba
nayc zayikhuza into yokuba kanti kukho izinto czitya impahla
efuyiwcyo. Zaba ncthemba lokuba ziza kuyizuza igusha xa
ifileyo. Ukuzala kwccgusha ebusika, amatakanc afilcyo ayc-
hlinzclwa zona. Zazisithi kuza kwcnziwa loo nto kc nakule.
Wayiruqa ngokwakhc uKholisile eyisa cmzini wakhe.

“Ungatsho sikubambisc njc kutheni?” wambuza uMthendcvu.
“Bcndikhc ndathi ndifuna ukubanjiswa?” watsho uKholisilc,
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“Nithi bcndiwayekcla ni amakhwenkwc kanti ndifuna uku-
banjiswa?”

Loo gusha uKholisile wayitya ncntsapho yakhc. Yaba sisiqalo
kc cso. Zatyiwa kakhulu iigusha emva koko.

“Ingaba yintoni na lc igqiba impahla ycthu?” wakha wabuza
uKholisilc cmakhwcnkwcni akhc xa aycvcla cndle.

“Yimpungutyc, akukho nokuthini,” waphcndula uBonani.
“Ndibona indlcla lc zityiwa ngayo.”

“Liliphi iccbo csingalcnzayo khon’ ukuzc siyibambc?”
“Hayi, asilazi,” atsho amakhwcnkwc.
“Mna ndithi kungafuncka iigusha sibhckc nazo ngasethafeni

kwakuratyela, thina sihambc nezinja cmva kwccgusha apha.
Yothi kc yakuza ngascmhlambini impungutye lcyo, ukuba ngaba
yiyo nyani lc ycnza lc nto, siyirawulc, sizamc ukuyihlaba, siyi-
funzc nangezinja.”

“Kungakuhle xa sinokwcnjenjalo,” aqonda amakhwcnkwc.
UKholisilc wathi kc uza kuqala athcthc namadoda clali,

kumiswe usuku emazc igcayiselwc ngalo. Izinja zakhc zazikho
ziyivisisisa yonkc into ckwakuthcthwa ngayo.

“Le mpungutyc iluhlobo luni?” wafuna ukuqonda kunina
uTawusc.

“Sisilwanyana esifana nathi zinja, koko sona sihlala cma-
hlathini,” watsho uSibi.

“Sihlala cmahlathini njc sidibana njani neegusha?”
“Siyaphuma ngobusuku size kuzikhangclela amaxhoba apha

cmathafcni nangascmizini.”
“Ndinqwcncla ukukhc ndcnzc izwi, nkosi. Andazi nokuba

ndivumclckilc na,” watsho uTawusc.
“Ungathctha,” wamkhulula uKholisilc.
“Noko ingathi kum ngcniziycka izinja, nizibambelc cli

ramncwa.”
“Hayi, yinyamakazi, Tawusc,” watsho uKholisilc. Waycsithi

mhlawumbi woyika ukulimala.
“Nditsho nokuba yintoni na.”
“Kuthcni le nto siza kuzibambela inyamakazi nikho?” wabuza

uKholisile. “Ningabokwenzani ?”
“Le mpungutye ayityi gusha zethu.”
“Ningabakabani nina?”
“Singabakho.”
“Kc, xa kukho into cndizama ukuyilungisa efuna nina ani- 
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ngendincedi ?”
“Hayi.”
“Ngokwenziwa yini?”
“Nsokwcnziwa nguwc lowo. Akukho nto intlc wakha wasc-

nzcla yona.”
“Nityebilc njc nondliwa ngubani?”
“Siyaziphilcla tliina ngokuchola amathambo nokutya okula-

hlwa ebalcni. Into oyicholayo akungetsho ukuthi uyayiphiwa.”
“Injc kc lc nja makwcdini, ' watsho uKholisilc. “Sckuntsuku

imana indivingccla cndlwini, indithcthela izimanga. Ndiyavuya
namhlanjc xa niyivayo nani. Lc nto iyinto cngaqhclckanga
kulungile ukuba yaziwe ngabantu. Into clungileyo ngoku kukuba
sahlukanc singabe siphcndulana nayo.”

UKholisilc waya emadodeni, aza avuma ukuba ibanjwc
impungutyc. Ingckafiki imini cyayibckiwc yokuyibamba, izinja
zikaKholisile zcva kukhwazwa ngonyczi.

“Nabo abantu bcyawafunza, Mthcndcvu,” wathctha escbutho-
ngweni uTawuse. Zafumana zakhonkotha zikuloo ndawo zazi-
hlcli kuyo. UKholisile ubizc amakhwcnkwc, athi gqada phandlc
kwangoko.

“Aba bantu bathethayo batsho ngaphi na?” wabuza kuwo
umninimzi.

“Bangcntla kwcsihlaba,” aqashcla.
“Aniqondanga nokuba ngawobani na amazwi la ngoku bcbc-

sckufutshanc noinzi?”
“Hayi, asikhanga siwaqonde kakuhlc.”
“Bescnivukile?”
“Ewe.”
“Kwathini ukuzc ningaphumi?”
“Bcsiba ngaba bantu badla ngokufundekcla cbusuku.”
“Masilandclc, bafo bam, sikhangclc ukuba yintoni na lc

o,” wawaqhuba. “Asinakuhlala njc kufunzwa ngama-

USibi noBambiscla bayc cnkosini yabo bcngabizwanga.
NoMthcndcvu noTawusc baya, bcnqcna kodwa. Wahamba nazo
zonkc kc izinja zakhc uKholisilc kunyc namakhwcnkwe. Abantu
ababcfunza babcngasavakali. UTawusc noMthcndevu bakhawu-
lcza bajika xa bascsihlabcni. UKholisilc akababonanga. Baya
czindlwini kokwabo ingckabiloxcsha ababcqhclc ukuphiwa
ukutya ngalo.
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“Tyhini, Tawusc, nalapha?” Ikhuzile ibuza intombazana
yakubabona.

“Singabi phi?”
“Ningabi kule ndawo kubhekwc kuyo?”
“Kuyiwc phi ?”
“Niya kuthi ukuzc niye cndawcni nibe niyayazi?”
“Usclc njc wcna kuthcni?”
“Akundazi ukuba ndiyintombazana? Uthi ndingahamba

ndifunza cndlc ngobusuku?”
“Wcna ufunza xa kuscmini apha phakathi kwckhaya?”
“Ewe.”
Bazicclelc ukutya apho cntombazancni yaza yathi ayinako.
“Khawunccdc kckhona,” wayiccnga uMthcndcvu. Yada ya-

nyibilika yabapha. Baphanga.
Kubekho ihlokondiba labantu elizayo xa bagqibclayo ukutya.

Bathi zubclelc baya kuzifaka cmakhalcni. Bajonga ngantlanyc
phakathi kwawo bcfuna ukuqonda ukuba ngobani na aba bczayo.
Babczimela njc babcsazi ukuba baza kungxoliselwa ukujika
csithubcni yinkosi yabo. Intombazana yona ngokungayiniki
mkhondo oku babcyiphoxa nje. Babonc ngoBhaku noBambisela
bcngekabaqondi kakuhlc nabantu.

“Nankuya uKholisilc ehamba ecalcni,” watsho uMthendevu.
“Ewc,” wangqina uTawuse. Scndimqonda ngokujiwuza

iingalo oku xa ahambayo.”
Bafumanisc ukuba kukho into cphcthwc ngamakhwcnkwc.

Amadoda afikc ahlala ngascsibaycni. UKholisile akazanga athi vu
nokuthi vu phantsi wangqala cndlwini.

“Ziphi czi zinja zimbini?” Nguyc kc lowo. Intombazana:
“Bezilapha phandic.”

“Beziscnzani ?”
“Bczisitya,” yachaza intombazana.
“Bczisitya ukutya ebczikuthabatha phi?”
“Bczinikwc ndim.”
“Ngubani lo cbcthc kuwc yipha izinja czingafuni kuscbcnza

ukutya?” wagqwashumla uKholisilc. “Ngoku uzibonayo ukuba
azinalunccdo zifuna ukulwcnza kuxa wcna uzingxala ngokutya
kwangentscni!”

“Bcndingazi mna ukuba azifanclwanga kuitikwa kutya,”
yatsho impcndulo; “ndcva laa nto wathi masibokuzigcina zihlu-
thi.”
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“Ungazc uphindc uMthcndevu noTawusc ubaphc ukutya
uSibi noBambisela bcngckho. Baza kubadlclelcla, scndiba-
qonda.”

UKholisile ngoku uthumc amakhwcnkwc ukuba ahlinze
inyamakazi, wathi amanyc makacholachole iinkuni.

“Kucaca ukuba yiyona ndawo imnandi yokuphckcla iinyama-
kazi lc yasckhayapha,” waphawula uMthendcvu.

“Utsho kuba kuthcni?” wabuza uTawusc.
“Andiboni le nto amakhwcnkwc cza neengxungxu zawo

apha? Nala madoda ashiya imizi cmininzi azokutycla inyamakazi
kwaKholisile.”

“Enziwa kukuwuthanda lo mzi.”
“Masizincamc sibhckc cbantwini,” watsho uMthcndcvu. “Asi-

zukwenziwa nto.”
Wayescl’ ccinga ngamathambo cnyamakazi cyayiza kuphckwa.

Baphuma kc, bavcla ebantwini.
“Nazi czi zinja bcndizifuna,” waxclcla amadoda uKholisilc.
Akabanga nasizinzo zakuba sesiqhwini. Uzibizcle kuyc.

Wambungczclela uTawusc czama ukumthothisa umsindo.
“Kungani ukuba imisebcnzi ycnu ibhckc ecaleni, ingafani nc-

yczinja zelali?” litshilo ilizwi lakhc lokuqala.
“Bcsimkc nawc apha, nkosi,” waxcla uMthendcvu, “saza

sathi ngcnxcni yokoyiswa bubumnyama saphcthuka.”
Wayephendula njalo njc uMthcndcvu waycsclcyazi into atsholo

kuyo uKholisile.
“Nina ndinosizi Iwcnu. Ukuba aninakuthobcla umntu niya

konakalelwa.” Yathctha loo nto njc yodwa inkosi yabo. UTa-
wusc ubuze inyamakazi lcyo yayibanjiwc czinjcni.

“Yimpungutyc,” zatsho.
“Iza kuyckwa kc leya bckusithiwa iza kuzingclwa?”
“Ukuba iigusha ziyckiwc ukutyiwa.”
“Ibibonwc ngani cbusuku?”
“Iviwc ngokukhala.”
“Tyhini! Kunyanisiwc iyafana nczinja,” waphawula uTa-

wusc. “Iza kuthiwani?” wabuza. “Iza kunikwa thina?”
“Hayi. Iza kutyiwa ngabantu.”
“Yiyiphi kanyc into cngatyiwayo ngabantu?”
“Yinja ncnyoka,” zamchazela izinja. “Kanti kc zikho nccntaka

abangazityiyo.”
“Ziintaka zini ?”
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“Ngamaxhalanga ncmicclu namahcm namagwangwa.”
“La makhwcnkwc ayc achwcchwclc imicclu xa iphakathi

kwccnkomo sukuba cza kuyithini kanti ayityiwa?”
“Enza njc kuba ingabantu abathanda ukubctha iintaka.”
Amakhwcnkwc ayihlahlilc inyama ayifaka cmbizcni. Kwathi-

wa makakhaphclc iigusha zibhckc cthafeni akugqiba. Namhla
impahla yaphuma sckukho inyamazana ebulewcyo, into lcyo
cngadli ngakwcnzcka. Amadoda ascNtakana ayczincoma uku-
phaphama kwawo kuba cbulclc inyamakazi ehlakaniphilcyo.
Eyona nyaniso yokubanjwa kwalc mpungutyc yaviwa ngo-
Bhaku. Nayo yayikwabanjwc zizinja.

“Kuthini na abantu aba besoloko bczibcka phambili njc?”
utshilo uTawuse ethetha noBhaku.

“Akungczc wayazi into yabo. Kubo into cntlc yenziwa ngabo
bodwa,” wahlcba uBhaku.

“Yophu!” ukhwazilc omnyc umfo kubonakala ukuba
uyabawa.

“Yivani, Mthendcvu,” wascbcza uTawusc.
UMthendevu: “Kungcnzeka ukuba lo mntu ukhwazayo

ebengckho xa bckulcqwa lc nyamakazi.”
“Akakhangclcki ngokungathi cbckho konkc.”
UBambisela uyivilc nayc le ncoko, akayithanda into yokuba

kuthcthwc kakuhi ngecnkosi zakhc. Wcsuka apha ngakoMthe-
ndcvu wasondcla ebantwini. UTawuse waqonda ukuba ufuna
ukuya kuphalaza into abcbcyithctha kubo.

“Musa ukuya cbantwini apho, Bambiscla, bczihlalclc,”
wamnqanda. Waycscbcnzcla ukuba angabi nandlcla yakuthctha
nabo.

“Ukhathazwa yintoni, wcna?” wamgwcxa uBambiscla.
“Akukho nto yimbi, uzungula ukubaphazamisa bcsonwabilc.”
“Ngubani obcthc kuwc ndiya cbantwini?”
“Uthi andikuboni usiya ngakubo njc?”
“Wena ujongc mna apho ndiya khona, hi?”
Abantu babczimamclc izinja, bascbesithi uBambiscla makangc-

zi kubo. Wakha wabathiya naye abantu okomzuzwana uBambi-
sela, phofu loo nto yabuyc yaphcla. Yakuvuthwa inyama inikwc
lc ndoda yayisithi makophulwe, kwathiwa mayibe yiyo cya-
bayo.

“Namhlanjc kufuncka sibize isabclo sezinja,” waccbisa uTa-
wusc.
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Nezinyc izinja zobulali zihainbiscnc nayc. lyicakacilc indoda
inyama yada yaba iyagqiba. Yayahlula kubini, yakho cyamadoda,
yakho eyamakhwcnkwe. Zivungamilc izinja scsi scnzo, zimbi
zaphatha kukhonkotha. Zibc zasuka zathi xhonkxosholo.

“Masithcthc nabantu aba, singabc sijamclenc njc,” waziqhuba
uTawusc.

“Ktmgokuba iyeyiphi inja cza kuthctha ke?” wabuza uBhaku
buthcmbiselana.

“Nawc lowo akuchasckanga,” watsho uMthendevu.
“Mna ndithi makuthethc uTawusc,” wanyula uBhaku.
“Yena nja ibitheni?” wabuza uTawusc.
“Wcna uqavile, futhi uyakwazi nokucikoza,” watsho uBhaku.
“Hayi andinakulunga,” wala uTawuse.
Ithambo lokuqala elalijulwa ngujongani laza kuwa phakathi

kwazo.

Wathi akuza kulo uBambiscla wafika linyathclwc ngtiBhaku
ngonyawo, akabi nakulithatha kc. UMthcndcvu yena uthe maku-

“Ningalicholi,” waziyala izinja uTawusc. “Sifuna inyama 

thcthe inja cbibambc inyamakazi. Yangxama yona scyibona
ukuba inyama iza kuphela.

“Niyitya ncdwa njc inyama ktingokuba ibibanjwc nini na lc
mpungutyc?” yabuza.

“Ithini na lc nja?” wasabcla tiKholisilc cnyakamilc.
“Uyandiva,” yatsho.
“Musa ukubhoxa apha,” wangxola uKholisilc.
Yathula yakubona umsindo wakhc. Igama lcnja cyayibambe

inyamakazi lalinguBckelcntloko.
“Masiye phaya cnyamcni, sityc nathi,” utshilo tiTawuse.
“Singabcthwa sakwenza loo nto kc?” wabuza uBhaku.
“Nokuba sibcthiwc asisayi kufa.”
Azivumanga izinja zicinga ukwcnzakala. Loo nto yokuba ku-

thiwc aziyi kufa zingcnanto yokuzihlanganiscla xa zihlasclwayo
zazingayithcmbi.
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ISAHLUKO

4

UTawusc wasuka waya cmadodcni,
wathabatha inyama watya. Zaba man-
qumnqezi czinyc izinja, zakha zahlala

zibukclc.
“Yinyama yethu lc, Tawusc, wenza ntoni?” wakhalima

uKholisilc.
“Iphi eycthu?”
“Itheni lc nja, madoda?” wacaphuka watsho uKholisilc.

“Ayihloli?”
Badidcka abantu akwabikho nokumsusa uTawusc. Zonkc

izinja zaya cnvameni zakubona ukuba akcnziwa nto. UBambiscla
wazixhiphulcla izidungulwana czibini. Wacaphuka uTawusc
akukubona oko.

“Yisa!” wazihlutha. Zaqubisana kc izinto cbezikade zizondana.
Zabhukulana, naloo nyama yada yawa. Woyiswa uBambiscla
wabaleka. Yakuphcla inyama, izinja zcmka zingagxothwanga
mntu.

“Sisini kc csi, bafondini?” wabuza uKholisilc cmadodeni.
“Ezi zinja xa zifuna inyama kuthcni bczingayi kulc yama-

khwcnkwc njc, lc nto zisuka zizc kuthi?” yatsho inkosi kaBhaku.
UJongani: “Ziqondilc ukuba ontanga bazo sithi.”
Amadoda ascl’ cgqibcla leyo aycyiphcthc, asula izandla.

Kutsho ikhwelo zisathctha izinja, zabona uKholisile ezikliwcba.
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“Uza kusinika ntoni ngoku, nenyama scyiphclilc nje?”
watsho uMthcndevu.

“Masiyokuva into aza kuyithctha,” wacebisa uSibi. Zahlalcla
kudana nabantu ke.
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“Yizani kufuphi size kuxoxa,” waziccla uKholisilc.
“Thethani ngoku silapha,” watsho uBckclentloko.
“Asingezc sivanc xa nikudc.”
“Nifuna ukusibetha nisitsho njc,” waxela uTawuse.
“Anizukwcnziwa nto, musani ukufumane noyikc.”
“Ziyaqonda kanti ukuba zonilc,” yatsho inkosi kaBhaku.
Zide zabuya akuzincckclela. “Nijongisc phi kanyc?” wabuza

kwaycna uKholisile.
“Utsho ngantoni kc?” wazibuzisa uBckclentloko.
“Ningathini ukuthi sisitya nisuke nisiphithikczc?”
“Sifuna isabclo scthu kuni, akukho nto iyenye.”
“Yiyona ndlcla ningasifumana ngayo lcyo yokusifuna ngenka-

ni?”
“Ngesisithini? Kudala sithctha nani ningasihoyi.”
“Ndiza kubuza wcna wcdwa ke, Bekclcntloko. Wawukhc

wasicela phi isabclo sczinja ngaphambili?” Wcnkamalala uBekc-
lcntloko, kwanzima ukuphcndula.

“Xcla kaloku,” wanmgxamela uKholisile.
“Nokuba andizanga ndisibizc mna ngokwam, kodwa czinyc

izinja bczisoloko zisifuna.”
“Ziziphi czo zinja uthi bczikadc zisifuna?”
“NguBhaku lo noMthcndevu noTawuse.”
“Wena uyaqala namhlanjc ukufuna isabclo?”
“Ewc, njcngokuba ubundiva ndithetha nani apha.”
“Uthwcsiwc,” watsho kancinanc uKholisile cbhckisa cmadodc-

ni. Amadoda ambuzc cyawo imibuzo nawo, waza wayiphcndula
kakuhlc yonkc nangona yayiqatha.

“Ndiza kwenjcnjc ngoku,” utshilo umninimzi, “uTawusc
noBhaku noMthcndcvu mabcmkc apha, ndingazc ndiphindc
ndibabonc.”

Yazothusa lc nto izinja, kodwa azizanga zizibonakahse. Uvc-
lilc uTawusc wathi, “Uthi masiyc phi na?”

“Hambani niyc kuloo ndawo nicinga ukuba ningaziphatha
kuyo, ncnzc intando ycnu apho, kungckuko kulo wam umzi
ndawakha ngamandla am. Andisoze ndilawulwe zizinja ndidc
ndiye kulala kumhlaba obandayo.”

“Kahlc, mfondini, ungekadc uwcnzc made amazwi,” ummisilc
ujongani owaycyinkosi kaXhonti. “Ubungafanclanga kuzo-
hlwaya na izinja zakho xa zonilcyo? Esi scnzo sokugxothwa
kwazo ndiyaqala ukusiva okoko ndaba ngumntu.”
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“Osiqhelileyo scsi sokuthatyathwa kwcnyama yabantu bcyi-
tya?”

“Naso andisazi, kodwa izinja ziyayiba nantoni na cmzini,
zisukc zibcthwe.”

“Zibilc czi ?”
“Hayi. Scndiscnza njc umlinganisclo.”
“Zcnza into entsha, kc, ndiyekcni nam ndizinikc isohlwayo

csitsha.”
“Qhuba ngokuqonda kwakho, mmelwanc.”
“Imbi into yokuthi kanti siza kuthi sakutya sigxothwc,”

watsho uXhonti.
UBckelcntloko: “Uyayibona loo nto?”
USibi uzivc cbuhkmgu linyathclo clithatyathwc yinkosi

yakhc. Wayithandaza csithi mayingazigxothi czi njana zintathu.
“Kudala bcndimcle ngcsabclo oTawusc aba. Wawufanclc

ukuba unqandc bona bangandikb.athazi,” watsho uKholisilc.
“Nccda ubaxolclc, nkosi. Ndiza kubayala ndibafundisc

indlcla ekuhlcliwc ngayo zizinja phantsi komntu.”
“Andinakho, konkc,” wabhcbhctha uKholisile. “Njcngoku-

ba scbcncsi simo banaso njc andikholwa ukuba bangabuyc
baqeqcshckc.”

“Mabeinkc, nam nditsho,” wcma ngakuKholisilc noBambi-
scla.

“Ugcotyiswc yintoni na, Bambiscla?” ukhc wambuza uBckc-
lcntloko cmbona cncumile.

“Ndivuyiswa kukuba ndiza kukhululcka,” watsho uBanibi-
sela.

“Uza kukhululcka xa ububotshelelwc phi?”
“Bcndingasatyi apha ckhaya ngcnxa yokuba oTawusc bebc-

ndiluma sakuphiwa ukutya,” wachaza. Wacubhuka yintsini
uMthendevu.

“Ndithc oBhaku mabangabikho apha,” watsho uKholisilc.
“Ungandidibanisi nabo mna, andingowakho,” wazahlula

uBhaku.
“Nam ndithetha loo nto ithcthwa nguKholisile,” ycnjcnjalo

inkosi yakhc. Yabcka njc loo magama odwa babc sebcsukuma ke
oMthcndevu.

“Niza kubheka phi?” wabuza uSibi.
“Siza kuya endlc, akukho ndawo yimbi,” kwaphendula

uTawusc.
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“Ndawoni cndlc, iindawo zikho zininzi njc?”
“Nokuba yiyiphi na lcyo iya kuthi ikholckc kuthi.”
“Nihambc kakuhlc,” wababulisa, “nizilumkelc czilwanyanc-

ni czincngozi.”
Amakhwcnkwc aycngayithandi into yokugxothwa kwczinja,

kodwa atlii ngokoyika amadoda akaba nakuthctha. Indawo
czaya kumisa kuyo lithambeka clalincsihlaba. Zahlala ixcsha
clidc apho zingcnzi nto. Imizi cyayiycyakomakwazo yayisavc-
lilc kuzo. Wavakala csithi uMthcndcvu: “Mna ndibona ukuba
kuya kulunga sizifunclc into yokutya kusckusasa njc.” UTawuse
noMthcndcvu babcngalambanga noko bona. UBhaku ycna
waycgqibclc ngczolo ukutya.

“Kc, zinjandini, ifikile imini yokuziphatha,” waxcla uBhaku.
Kuphcndule uMthendcvu csithi, “Phi na kc, isukc yafika lisckudc
njc ncxcsha csasilibckilc?”

lintaka zazininzi esihlabcni apha, kukho iingqwangi neengqabc
namanxanxadi, kodwa kungckho ndlcla yakuzibamba xa zifu-
nwa zizinja. Yayisithi yakundanda intambanani zicingc ukuba
iza kuwa, isuke iphinde imkc zisayijongilc.

“Isihlaba esi, Mthcndevu, silungile ukuba singahlala kuso?”
wambuza uBhaku.

“Kum ycyona ndawo ndiyibona ukuba ilungile okwangoku
siscngaka. Sikufutshane cmizini. Singamana ukuya kuncathama
kuyo xa inayo okanyc xa soyikayo.”

Zithc xa ziya kujikcla kwclinyc icala zihamba zihlola indawo lc
zabhaqa ubhobhoyi ofileyo. Zabclana ngayc zimtya necntsiba
zakhc. Oko kufumana kwazo intaka kwazinika ithcmba. Phofu
ukulamba kona kwakungaphclanga.

“Yintoni lcya?” ubuzc watsho uMthcndcvu.
“Eyiphi?” wabuza noBhaku.
“Nantsiya ccaleni kwamasimi.”
“Ifanel’ ukuba yinyamakazi lcya,” watsho uBhaku.
“Uyibona ngani ?”
“Ndiyayibona.”
lyc inyuka le nto waycthetha ngayo uMthendevu yada yeza

kuma emakhaleni awayesezantsi kwesihlaba.
“Ngunogwaja lowa,” waxela uBhaku, “kc masimrawule.”
Zchla izinja zikhokclwc nguTawusc. Emakhaleni ziphumele

kwicala clingaphakathi. Zabona kukho into cngwevu edundulu-
zilcyo. Zangqcthangqctha zixakwc yinto czingayenzayo.
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“Masiye kuccla izinja cinizini zisibambeic lo mvundla,”
wacebisa uTawusc.

“Azinakuwusa ebantwini kodwa zakuwubamba?” wabuza
uBhaku.

“Unyanisile zingawusa. Masizibambele,” wajibilika uTawusc.
Ziyc kuwo, uBhaku noTawusc bcngaphambili, inguMthcndevu
owuvclc ngcsc.

“Usijongile,” wabhckisa kuMthcndcvu uTawuse.
linjana czi zazingazi ukuba umvundla uyajonga xa ulclcyo.

Ukhc wangathi uyagxobolcka uBhaku cfuna ukuwothusa koko
awashukuma.

“Uhlalcle ntoni apha?” wawubuza uTawuse, awatsho uku-
phcndula umvundla. “Usidclilc kusini na?” walckclisa ngokutsho.

Ukhangclc igadc cza kuwugibiscla, kwala xa alicholayo,
uMthcndevu waphakamisa umkhono wathi, “Kahlc!”

“Undimiscla ntoni na?” wacaphuka uTawusc.
“Masibe kufutshanc kunoku, sizokuwubamba,” watsho

uMthendevu. Uwucothclc uMthcndcvu wafika wawuthi nqaku
wawudlikidla.

“Yima! Ndcnzcni?” watsho umvundla.
“Sibe ngathetha nawc akwavakalclwa. Kungona uthcthayo

ngoku,” wawungxamela uTawusc.
“Andivanga, zinkosi. Ndiyckeni.”
“Asinakho,” wawuxelcla uBhaku ewuqinisile. Wakhala,

isikhalo sawo savakala kalusizi czindlebeni zczinja. Ngcnxa
yokungabi nazintliziyo zilukhuni zawuycka ziwuxhakilc kodwa.

“Nindilumclani ndingcnzanga nto?” wazibuzcla umvundla.
“Sifuna inyama,” watsho kuwo uTawuse.
“Ndinganibonisa indawo encnyama.”
“Hayi, sifuna lc yakho.”
“Iphi loo ndawo inenyama?” wabuza uMthcndcvu.
“Iphaya csihlabcni.”
“Yinyama yantoni leyo?” wawucothozisa.
“Yeyegqwalashu.”
“Masihambe usisc kuyo.”
“Kufuncka ukuzc sithi wakusikhombisa indawo lcyo siwubu-

lale,” wasebcza uTawuse.
“Ndiza kuba phambi kwcnu,” wazixelcla umvundla.
“Hamba apha phakathi kwcthu,” watsho uTawuse cngascna-

lusini.
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Izinja zazingalilibali ithamsanqa czilifumcncyo cmvcni koku-
gxothwa kwazo kakubi cmizini. Uyc kuma nazo czixhotycni
umvundla. Apho wakhwaza igqwalashu.

UMthcndcvu: “Ubusixclcla ngcnyamakazi chlcliyo na kanti?”
“Ewc,” waphcndula umvundla.
Ziwuyckilc izinja wahamba wodwa kuba zisithi uza kuza

ncgqwalashu. Utsho umtsi wamnyc wcqclclc.
“Nanko, Mthcndcvu!” watsho uTawusc. Ycka kc.
Kwaphathana kc. Uye uba mdc umgama phakathi kwazo

nawo.
“Qhiwulclani ngaphambili!” waccla unccdo uBhaku kubo-

nakala ukuba bayashiycka. Wawubaleka ubhcka ngakwicala
clinemizi yascNtakana.

“Yini na lc imbi kangaka yokuya kwcnyamakazi cbantwini!”
wakhala uTawusc.

Amadoda namakhwcnkwc awaycsckwaKholisilc awubone xa
usczantsi komzi, aza abiza izinja zawo. Zawubamba. Wabulawa
njc kwathiwa amakhwcnkwc makaye nawo kwaKholisilc.
OBckclcntloko bababonilc ukuza kwabo oBhaku babalinda.

“Iphi na inyamakazi lc yethu?” utshiJo uTawuse czinjcni
cxakanisckilc.

“Ibiphi?” wambuza uBckclcntloko.
“Izc ngapha, saza saqabuka sesingasayiboni xa ilapha phakathi

kwcnu.”
“Igqithile, Tawusc. Nathi bcsiyirawula, yasishiya,” wamla-

hlckisa.
UBckclcntloko waycngazimisclanga kwcnza njalo, kodwa

wathi ngcnxa yokungafuni ukuzivisa iintliziyo ezibuhlungu czi
njana wathctha ngolo hlobo.

“Umvundla uthatyathwc ngabantu,” wazixclcla uSibi. Zasc-
zisiya cbantwini kc.

“Masikhawuleze natlii siyc phaya kokwcnu, Sibi, ukwcnzcla
ukuba sivc into cza kuthcthwa koTawusc,” waziqhuba izinja
uXhonti.

“Ndiya kutlii zinethamsanqa ukuba zikhe zawufumana,”
watsho uSibi.

UBckclentloko: “Kobani bona?” Uqhubc wathi, “Ewe, ukuba
ibingamakhwenkwc, cbcnokude afumanc azinikc.”

Bayokungena kunyc noBhaku kwaKholisilc oXhonti.
“Sinikeni umvundla wethu, bantundini,” wawubiza uTawuse.
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“Ngumvundla othcni lowo niwufuna kuthi?” wabuza uKho-
lisile.

“Bcsiwusukcla naza nina nawubaniba.”
“Kaloku xa ubanjwe sithi ngowcnu?”
“Ewe, ngowethu.”
“Njani?”
“Ubonwc sithi kuqala, sawubainba.”
“Kuthcni ukuzc ubc kuthi kanti beniwubambilc?”
“Uphuncukc cmilonyeni ycthu.”
"Nithctha loo mfeketho kanti? Kutheni na singenasidima

nje apha czinjeni? Lc nto zisuka zifumanc zithcthc nokuba
yintoni na eziyicingayo kuthi? Nizokusinkqangisa ngcnyamakazi
cbanjwc sithi ngenxa?”

“Naziphatha kakuhlc ziscncinane. Yiyo loo nto zinidclilcyo,”
yatsho inkosi kaBhaku. “Akukho nto ibubulungisa ukuba
kuphclcle apho.”

“Amazwana abe mbalwa nje, nkosi,” wemisa uBckelcntloko.
“Kancnc uthini umthctho wascngqina?”

“Ndokhc ndivc ke namhlanjc,” watsho ujongani cqubudilc.
“Engqina kubcthwa inyamakazi, kuzc kuthi ukuba ibanjwc

zizinja ithatyathwc ngabantu,” wachaza uKholisilc. “Nantso
into cndiyaziyo mna.”

“lye ithiwcni inyamakazi lc yakubanjwa ngabantu abcbcnga-
khanga bayisukclc, kuze kufikc abcbeyilcqa?”

“Iba ycyabo bantu bayibambileyo.”
“Akunjalo,” waphika uBckelcntloko.
“Uthini kc umthctho wasengqina, wena nja iwaziyo?”
UKholisilc waycwazi, nto nje wayc cngafuni kuzivclisa,

cjongc ukunkwamndcla unogwaja woBhaku. UBckclcntloko
usukc wathi, “Uthi umthctho inyamakazi ycyabo bantu bebckadc
bcyileqa. Abantu abavcla mva badla ngokudibana nayo inga-
scnawo amandla okubalcka. Kc, inikwa abo bayisukclc kuqala.”

“"Wawuyixclclwa ngubani loo nto?”
“Buza nanga amakhwcnkwc. Angatsho nawo.”
“O! Wcva ngamakhwenkwc?”
“Ewc.”
“Lc inyamakazi ibisukclwa ngobani?”
“NgoBhaku aba.”
“Kukho inyamakazi cyakha yanikwa izinja?”
“Hayi, ayikho, kodwa loo nto ibangwa kukuba izinja izcza- 
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bahtu. Ezi nitlic anisazifuni nganto. Ngoku zilinga ukuziphi-
lcla. Kungani kc tikuba ningaziniki umvundla wazo?”

“Hlala phantsi, Bckclcntloko,” wamnqanda uKholisilc. “Aku-
kwazi kuthetha.”

“Bafondim! Ilizwc lonakclc, xa inkqubo yczinto sinokuya-
ziswa zizinja,” yatsho inkosi kaBhaku.

Abantu bathc bathctha bodwa bcthcthcla phantsi bcngeviwa
zizinja. Kubc kwaphakama uKholisilc wathi, “Ngubani na
inja cnqwcncla uktiya kuhlala noMthcndevu czindlc? Ukuba ikho
mayikhawulczc izixclc ngoku.” Akubdngakho nalc iyodwa
cvclayo. Zazisoyika ukwcnza into czazingazangc ziyibonc
iscnziwa.

“Masihambc sonkc apha sikhangclc tikuba abantu aba baya
kukhonkothelwa yintoni na xa singckhoyo,” wazicenga izinja
uMthcndcvu. Zibcthc ngoyaba ngokungathi azimvanga. noBc-
kclcntloko lo wayekhc wangathi uphambili ckuthethcni, wathula.

UTawusc: “Nizimisclc nje, bantu, ukuba lc nyamakazi niyi-
thabathe?”

“Asiyoycnu le,” walitsolisa uKholisilc. “Hambani niyc kufuna
cnyc nina.”

“Kancne niscnza le nto njc kungcnxa yokuba nisoyisa?”
Bemkc bcqumbilc oBhaku. UMthcndevu ucingc into. Kwa-

oko ujikilc wabiza unina noBekelcntloko.
“Nantsi lc nto ndifuna ukuyaleza yona kuni. Siza kuza apha

xa kuscbusuku. Nibokusinccda nisibckclc ukutya. Asikazi
nokuba siza kuphathcka luhlobo luni na.”

“Siya kuzama nakanjani na xa kukho indlcla,” bamthcmbisa.
“Siza kufika kwangolu ratya Iwanamhlanjc.”
“Iktini loo nto,” batsho.
UBckclcntloko noSibi babuzwa ngabantu into ababcyi-

bhtinga noMthendevu.
“Utlti uMthcndcvu abasayi kuze balubeke unyawo cmizini,”

wabaxokisa uBckclcntloko.
“Eli thuba lingaka nimc phaya uthetha loo nto yodwa?”

yabuza inkosi kaBhaku.
“Ewe.”
“Unibikcla ukuba niza kwenzani ngokungezi kwabo?”
“Asazi nathi.”
OBhaku bacinga kakhulu ngcndlela abaphulukenc ngayo no-

mvundla bakuba scsihlabcni.
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“Ukuba besingawumamelanga lo mvundla ngesiwubulclc,”
waqonda uTawuse.

“Into cmbi yilc yokuba usukc waya kubanjwa ngabantu,”
watsho uMthcndevu.

“Kunganjani xa sinokuya kulc ndawo ubusithi kukho inyama-
kazi kuyo?” wabuza uBhaku.

UTawusc: “Ubuthc yinyamakazini leya isezixhotycni?”
UMthcndevu: “Ubuthc ligqwalashu,” wakhumbula.
“Yinto enjani lcyo?” wabuza uTawuse.
“Mhlawumbi ikwanjc ngomvundla nayo,” watsho uMthc-

ndcvu.
“Andizanga ndivc kwankqu gama cli.”
“Ubalekc xa ulapha kanye lo mvundla,” waphawula uBhaku

bakufika ezixhotycni.
“Kubi ukungabi namendu,” wazililcla UTawusc.
“Yitsho kakhulu !” wangqina uMthcndevu.
“Kunjalonjc lo ubumncinci kunalc hdihlala ndiyibona,”

watsho uBhaku.
Yayiyintcnetya kc leyo. Zibhaqe umqolomba ezazingaxcle-

Iwanga nto ngawo ngumvundla. Zingcnc phakathi kuwo. Kubc
mnyama zingckayi apho uphclc khona.

“Masikhc sikhwazc,” wascbcza uTawuse.
“Sithini?” wascbcza noMthendevu.
“Kufuneka sithi, ‘gqwalashu-u !’ ”
Zikhc zamamcla ixeshana. Kwakuthe nzwanga kungckho nto

ivakalayo.
“Kuza kukhwaza uBhaku kc,” watsho uTawuse.
“Kulungilc,” wavuma uBhaku.
“Yitsho!” “Gqwalashu-u!”
“Wcyi,” lasabela lingathi likudc kakhulu.
“Lilo clo,” waliva uMthendevu.
“Ndiza kuthctha ntoni ngoku?” wabuza uBhaku.
“Masiqale siqondc ukuba lindawoni na, lihlcli nabani na,”

wacebisa uTawuse.
“Uhlcli nabani apho?”
“Ndihleli ndedwa,” laxcla.
“Undawoni ndingakuboni njc?”
“Ndilapha phambili cmngxunycni.”
“Wcnzani?”
“Andcnzinto. Bendikadc ndilcle.”
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“Yiyo lc nto lingakhange lisabclc ngokuya bclikhwazwa
ngumvundla bclilclc,” waqonda uTawuse.

“Khawuzc ngaphambili. Ndithanda ukuba ndidibanc nawc,”
watsho uBhaku.

“Ungubani wcna ufuna mna?”
“Ndim.”
“Nguwc wcna bani?”
“Ndingumvundla.”
“Ungubani igama lakho? Kaloku nayo imivundla inamaga-

ma.”
Wafumana washwantshwatha uBhaku csenza ngokungathi

kukho gama alibizayo.
“Uthi ungubani?” latsho ngokukhawulcza igqwalashu. “Hayi

andiwazi umvundla onelo gama.”
“Xa ndithctha inyaniso andingomvundla, kodwa kc kukho

umvundla ondithumc apha kuwc.”
“Ubusithi yiza kwcnza ntoni kum?”
“Ubuthe mandizisc impahla yakho.”
“Yimpahlani lcyo?”
“Yinyama.”
“Uthi ubuxhclc phi?”
“Andibanga sawubuza kc noko.”
“Ungumhlobo mni wcna czilwanyancni?”
“Ndiligala.”
“Hayi, igala alithcthi njcngawc lowo.”
UMthcndcvu uthc makathi uyinja.
“Hayi makangatsho,” wala uTawusc. “Uza kulibangela

ukuba lingezi. Uyazi nawc ukuba izinja zithiyiwc zizilwanyana.
Yithi uyimbila.”

Uthc esaqala ukukhamuluka uBhaku ukuba cza kuthctha
lathi igqwalashu, “Kuthcni ingathi nibaninzi njc apho?”

“Hayi, ndindcdwa,” waphcndula uBhaku.
“Ngowantoni lo scbcscbc ndimvayo?”
“Mhlawumbi ziindlcbc zakho.”
“Akuyonja kodwa?”
“Hayi.”
“Ndiyarana ufancle ukuba yinja.”

Waphika kwaphcla uBhaku ukuba uyiyo.
“Yishiyc apho loo nyama ubuyiphathisiwc, ndobc ndizokuyi-

landa.”
“Bckuthiwe zendiyinike wena czintupheni ndingayinyengezi.”
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“Andinakuza apho.”
Izinja zithe mazixhwakrc zikhangcle uktiba alizukuphuma na.
“Ndimkile ke. Nantso inyama yakho ndiyishiya phantsi

kwclityc xa ungavumi ukuza kuyithabatha,” waliqhatha uBhaku
phambi kokuba bagoxc. Kubckho ukurwatshaza, bajonga kodwa
ababona nto. Lithc selikufutshanc nabo labalckcla cmngxunycni
walo.

“Masimkc. Alisobc liphumc sisclapha,” waqonda uTawusc.
Kulo mqolomba kwakukho amakhasi awayephetshcthwc

ngumoya cbusika, aza aya kungcna kuwo. Ahlokoma kc uku-
hamba kwczinja.

“Ngokuya ubuthc uyemka, kudala, kuthcni usclapha njc?”
Litshilo igqwalashu liscnkontyweni. Izinja ziye kuhlala phczu
kwamatye ngaphandlc komqolomba.

“Ibingangc siyibambc lc nyamakazi,” wanqwcna uBhaku.
“Ayinakusinda,” waqiniscka uMthcndcvu.
“Singayithini sakuyibulala ?”
“Singayitya. Akukho nto iycnyc singaycnzayo ngayo.”
“Abanakuza kuyithabatha oKholisilc?”
“Abanakho, Bhaku. Kumhla ndingalwa ndifc xa banokuza

kuhlutha into kuthi.”
“Ubungalwi njc ngokuva bcbcthabatha umvundla?”
“Kanti ndikhc ndanomoya wokubaluma mna. Ndibayckc njc

kuba bcscmizini yabo.”
Liqalc latbi muku ngcntloko igqwalashu. Liyc livcla lonkc

lada lathi tyishi cmqolombcni. Amchlo alo athana mandla
nawczinja. UTawusc ulibambilc kodwa lamqwcqwcdisa laya
kutshona nayc cmqolombcni. Waliycka apho.

“Liphi na igqwalashu, Tawusc?” Ulibuzilc uMthcndcvu
cngascbczi. NoBhaku wayelifuna.

“Linokuba liyokuzimcla kulaa ndawo bclikuyo,” waqashcla
uTawusc.

“Yiza, gqwalashu, asizukukwenza nto,” walibiza uBhaku.
“Angckhc,” lafunga.
“Ngokuba kutheni?”
“Ndinibone kakuhle nizizinja.”
“Siya kukubulalcla apho ungaphumi njc,” waliqwebiscla

uMthcndevu.
“Siycza ke ngoku,” watsho uBhaku.
“Yizani.”
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“Uya kwcnzani sakuza?”
“Niya kuyibona ngoko.”
UBhaku waycfuna ukuqonda lc nto yayilenzc laqina.
“Singaphoswa yinyamakazi scsiyivingccle? Kunjalo nje iya-

soyika,” watsho uMthcndcvu.
UTawusc ufumcnc ukuba kukho igolonxa clikhoyo apha

cmqolombcni, waza wabiza uBhaku.
“Alingcbikho kulo mngxuma ndiwuvayo?” wabuza kuyc.
“Beselithe liscmngxunycni,” watsho uBhaku. “Ndiza kungcna

kc ndiyc phambili. Ndiya kulibamba ndiye nalo kuni ukuba
likho.”

“Uzc uthcthc ukuba kukho into ongayiqondiyo.”
Umngxuma lo wawungcbanzi, unokulingana inja cnyc. Aku-

ngcna walifumana okuncnc.
“Ndilifumcnc, ndilibambilc layc liyalwa,” waxcla.

Wcnzc njcngokuthctha kwakhc, walitsala wcza nalo koBhaku,
baza balibulala. Balikhupha cmnyamcni balisa ckukhanyeni.
UTawuse wayebilc cthc mfo, nomzimba wakhc uzele imikrwelo
yecnzipho zalo. Ungade uthi xa uva cli gama lilhi gqwalashu
ucinge ukuba yinyamakazi enkulu, ngabulaMthendevu.

Ziphumlc izinja zikhoka umoya. Zibuyc zalihlinza zalitya.
“Masingayigqibi lc nyama, masiyigcinclc ingomso,” watsho

uBhaku cntlantlatha umsipha.
“Ukuba bcsihamba nabantu apha bcsingasayi kubc sizuzc

nyama,” wachaza uTawusc.
“Ingathi iza kulunga noko lc nto ycthu,” wavakala esitsho

uBhaku.
“Nam ndincthcmba,” watsho uTawusc.
Ukuthambcka kwclanga amakhwcnkwe aya kunqanda impa-

hla cndlc. Ababona oBhaku.
“Kanti nihlcli apha na?” Ibuzile ckaKholisilc.
“Ewc, kodw'a siza kubc sifudukc,” watsho uBhaku.
Eza kubo ndawonyc nczinja awaychamba nazo. Kaloku nga-

bafo abasoloko bclandclwa zizinja nokuba baya phi na.
“Scnibulclc inyamakazi ngalo mzuzwana nisuka phaya

ckhaya!” Wakhuza uBonani akubona inyama cyayisclc. Uthcthe
kakhulu apha noMthcndcvu. Amanye amakhwenkwe aycngasa-
thandi kuthctha nabo ngokungathi kukho into embi ababcyenzilc
kuwo.

“Inyama lc, Tawuse, mayiye ekhaya,” waqhula uBonani.
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“Apho kuthcni?” wambuza uTawusc ejalilc.
“Apho kukho iiinbiza zokuyiphcka,” waphcndula.
“Ilungile nangoku injc. Siyanazi ningayitya ncdwa njc ukuba

ibc phaya cmizini.”
“Kodwa ukuba bcndinomzi bcniza kuya kuhlala kuin, scyi-

koko kc andinawo.”
“Hayi akuscnani, Bonani.”
“Ndiphcni isikhumba csi kc.”
“Uza kuscnzani?”
“Ndiza kwcnzcla utata ingxowa yecuba.”
“Bendiba uyazicclcla. Akukho nto ycthu aya kuzc ayivc

lowo.”
“Hayi, kc, sisanishiya.”
Azihambanga zona izinja zawo ziralela inyama.
“Sukani apha, naziya iinkosana zenu zinishiya,” wazigxotha

uTawusc.
“Aninakupha nam lo inyama bcndinithcthclcla njc cbantwini

cmini?” wazibuzcla uBckclcntloko.
“Anisobe nifumane nyama apha nonkc. Eyenu cngcbc niyityc

nadikwa yilcya niyinikc abantu.”
“Kulungilc, akukho nto,” watsho uBckclcntloko.
UTawuse waycngazanga ayive ncnto cyayithcthwe ngu-

Mthcndcvu noBckclcntloko ngokutya. NoMthcndevu wayc-
ngasayikhathalclc, cbona inyama iscninzi. Indawo czazijongc
ukuya kulala kuyo izinja zasendlc kuscmqolombcni. Zithi kwa-
kuba mnyama zalungisclcla ukungcna kuwo. Zibonc into cza
kuzo, zaza zabalcka, inyama yazo ziyishiya yodwa.

“Ibiyintoni lcya?” kwakungona abuzayo uTawusc scbckudc
nczixhobo.

UBhaku: “Mna ndikrokrcla ukuthi ibingumntu.”
“Abe ufunani apha ngcli xcsha?”
“Uthi akcvanga ukuba sincnyama waza wazimiscla ukuza

kuyiba?”
Zaqonda ukuba mazibheke czixhotyeni. Zathi zakucinga

ngokumka kwcnyama yazo kwasckuphcla naloo ndawana
yokoyika zazinayo. UMthendcvu waya kufika kuqala czixhotycni.

“Inyama inyamalcle,” wavakala csitsho akungayiboni apho
babcyibcke khona.

“Ungakhc ulingc uyithcthc into enjalo!” wothuka uTawusc.
“Incnc, ayikho.”
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“Yinto eza kuthiwani na lc?” watsho uTawusc.
“Emini apha sikhc sabalekela uhaya. Ngoku kulahleka inyama

ycthu.”
“Ndiva umkhondo,” waxcla uBhaku. NoMthcndcvu bafu-

mana ukuba ikho into cbikhc yahamba kulc ndawo inayc. Bathi
mabawulandc kc baqondc ukuba ubhcka phi na. Uyc kwcli cala
lingascmizini. Babonc uBckclcntloko xa bangascmakhaleni
kokwabo. Wagragrama bcngckadc babc kufutshanc nayc.

“Bckclentloko!” wambiza uBhaku.
“Ningakhc nilingc nizc apha,” wabayala uBckclcntloko.
“Kuthiwc yinkosi yam mandingabokuhlala nczinja ezigxo-

thiwcyo.”
“Kuba zinani?”
“Andazi kc.”
“Ithcthwc nini loo nto?”
“Ukutshona kwclanga.”
“Wakholwa wcna yiyo?”
“Hayi, kodwa ndiyathanda ukuba umyalclo ndiwcnze njc-

ngoko bcndiwunikiwe.”
“Kaloku sizc ngalaa nto bcndikhc ndathctha ngayo nani

cmini,” wamkhumbuza uMthcndevu.
“Andibanga nandlcla yayo,” walandula. “Andingezc ndithi

ndilamba nam ngokwam ndibc nakho ukubckela nina ukutya.”
“Bckclcntloko, kungathi kanti utya igqwalashu lcthu uhleli

apho njc,” wakrokra uTawusc.
“Ligqwalashu cbclizc kwenzani apha clo? Igqwalashu lcnu

bclingcfcho kuni csihlabeni?”
Uyc waya ngqo kuyc uMthcndcvu wafumana uboya ccalcni

kwakhc. “Bobantoni obu boya?” wafuna ukwazi.
“Obuphi? Obu?”
“Ewc ndixcla bona.”
“Bobczaa nyamakazi bczityiwa kuloBambiscla kusasa.
“Ububuthabathcla ukuba uza kwcnzani ngabo?”
“Asiyondawo yakho lcyo.”
UBhaku ubhaqc inyama ibckwc emselcni. “Nalc nyama

ycyalaa mpungutye nalaa mvundla ubutyiwa kwaKholisilc ?”
wabuza uMthcndcvu cphoxa.

“Tyhini! Lclaa gqwalashu lcthu eli,” waqiniscka uTawuse.
“Hayi, cli ndilibamba ngoratya njc apha ngasckhaya,” watsho

uBckclcntloko.
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“Nclethu lilahleka ngoku,” wangxola uBhaku.
“Le nto usenzc yona, ayilungile,” wadana uMthcndcvu.

UBckclcntloko naye waziva cwc umzimba. Wayengalayo nalc
nyama kuine ngayc xa waycthanda, kodwa wathi makayi-
yckc.

“Masithabathc inyama ycthu simke nayo,” watsho uTawusc.
Bayiqokelcla scyizizicwilana ckubonakala ukuba uBckclcntloko

wayencwase nokuyimbcla cnyc. Wayczc nayo kokwabo ncsi-
khumba cyayibckwc kuso.

“Kanti sisithi sibaleka umntu njc sibalcka wena?” watsho
uMthendevu scbcsimka. Bathi mabangabi saya konkc ezixhotycni
bccinga ukuthi uBekclcntloko angabc cze ngobusuku. Bahlala
ecalcni kwcmihlaba cdibcncyo. Kwakusithilc apho nangona
kwakungcnakufana nasemqolombeni. UMthendevu wakhwela
kowona mhlaba mdc wayixhoma khona inyama. Ngokwcnjc-
njalo wayeyibalckisa ezimbovancni nascmasclcni. Ukulala kwabo
basondclelana.

Kwaba mnandi kakhulu kubo kwakusa bcscndlc, baziva
bckhaliphilc. Bababona abantu xa bahla benyuka elalini yabo.
Ilizwe lalingathi lincnkangclcko cntsha kubo. Lidla ngokuba
njalo kakadc kwakuhla into nokuba intlc na nokuba imbi.
USibi wabahambcla kwangaloo ntsasa yokuqala bcvuka cndlc.
Wabuza indlcla abalclc ngayo. “Silclc kakuhlc,” wancoma
uMthcndcvu.

“Ndikhc ndanomoya wokuza kunilalisa, kodwa ndabc ndathi
mandiyckc nizokuqhcla ukuzihlalcla ncdwa,” watsho uSibi.

“Upbi uBambiscla, ma?”
“Usckhaya.”
“Wenza ntoni?”
“Uhleli nje, akukho nto aycnzayo ngaphandlc kokuthetha

kakubi ngani.”
“Uthini?”
“Uxcla izinto cbcnikadc nizcnza.”
“Uzixcla kubani?”
“Ebantwini kaloku.”
“Bathini bona abantu ngathi ?”
“Bathi niza kuhamba nzima endle.”
“Abazi nto.”
USibi uzibuthise ixcsha elidc iinjana. Wayczinika namaccbo

ezinokuthi ziyivclc ngawo inyamakazi. “Ndozc ndikhc ndize 
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apha kuni xa ndincthuba, Tawusc,” zivc ngcntombi kaKholisilc
scyisitsho imc czantsi kwazo.

“Uya kuzc uzokwcnza ntoni kuthi abantu bengasithandi njc?”
wayibuza uTawusc.

“Naningaxabananga nomntu wonkc. Thina bcsingavuyayo
nokuba bcsinokunibona yonkc imihla.”

“Uya phi kc ngoku?”
“Ndisaya kuthcza.”
“Uza kulungisclcla ukuphcka?”
“Ewc. Nizc nibuyc kaloku xa nilambayo apha.”
“Siya kubuycla phi sasigxotliiwe njc cmizini?”
“Niscnokuya kuccla uxolo ckhaya. Akukho nto naniyenzilc

imbi ngaphandlc kokufuna amalungclo cnu.”
Wayiqonda lc nto ithcthwa yintombazana uTawusc, kodwa

akatsho kuyo.
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ISAHLUKO

Iinjana zabheka kwaKholisilc ngoratya. Zcva
abantwana bcdlala phandle, zakha zayama
emakhalcni zingakholwa kukuba bazibonc.

Zaya ngascsibayeni kwakuthi cwaka. Zimbonilc uSibi
cngascndlwini, zcnza umlozi zimbiza.Wathi akuwuva waqonda,
wabc sclcsiya kuzo. Zathctha nayc. Kwathi kanti uBambisela
uyazivela. Wakhawulcza waya kuxclcla uKholisilc ukuba
zikho phakathi kwckhaya.

“Zifuna ntoni apha?” wabuza ngokungathi wothukile uKlio-
lisilc. “Zazingatshongo ukuthi zifuna ukuya kuzilahlela cndlc?”
waqokela. “Yithi ndithi kuzo ndiya kuzibctha ukuba ndikhc
ndazifumana apha.”

Wathuntutha kc uBambisela wabiza uTawuse engadanga ayo-
kufika kwindawo ababccambalcle kuyo. Waxcla umyalczo owc-
nziwe yinkosi yakhc.

“Ebcye nini uBambisela cndlwini?” wamangaliswa uBhaku.
“Esibonc njani khona ukuba silapha?”

“UBambiscIa akasifuni, ma,” wamangala uMthcndcvu. “Ndi-
ncamc namhlanjc. Kunjalo njc akayifihli loo nto naye.”

“Ningabokumlandcla kuzo zonkc izinto azcnzayo,” waccbisa
uSibi.

linjana zalala zicaphuka kukulwa nabantu kunyc nczinja.
Yaba ziintsukwana ezimbalwa ziscsihlabcni czascndle kwavakala
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ubuxokoxoko kwilali yascNjica cyayingaphcshcya komlambo.
“Lc ntsholo imana ukutsho cNjica phaya ycyantoni na?”

wabuza uMthendcvu kunina.
“Kukho umgidi,” wamxelcla uSibi. “Kuza konwatywa kubc-

kho nezidlo czininzi.”
“Asingeyi thina apho?”
“Kufanclckilc ukuba siyc,” watsho uSibi.
“Kukho nto ziyizuzayo kodwa izinja?”
“Ziyawafumana amajubclo. Kuthi khona xa umkhulu umgidi

ncnyama ilahlwc, icholwc zizinja.”
“Sinqwcnela ukukhc siyc njc singahamba nini?”
“Nangoku lithuba, kodwa khanilindc ndikhc ndibhckc

ckhaya.”
Akuba cfikilc kokwabo uSibi wathi kuBambiscla mabasukclc

cmgidini. linjongo zokuya kumbiza yayikukungafuni ukuba
phakathi kwczinja zascndle ycdwa. Zindulukilc kc zonkc zidi-
bcnc noBhaku. Amadoda ascNtakana aqoqoma intaba cfunzclc
cNjica nawo. OTawusc bahamba bcphcpha imizi ngcnxa yoko-
yika czinyc izinja. Kanti nascthafcni babcccbula kwiindawo
czitliile, bcbalcka amakhwcnkwc awalusayo, kuba csithi akubona
izinja czingezozawo azibcthc njc. Bade basondcla kuloo mzi ba-
bcsiya kuwo bcngakhanga babc baxhatshaziwc.

Bathe bakujonga cmzini babona kuqhuma.
“Inkomo inokuba scyiwile,” waqashcla uSibi.
“Ubona ntoni?” wambuza uTawusc.
“Nditsho kuba naku kuqhuma ebuhlanti. Kungaba njalo kc

kusukuba kulungiselclwa izoso. Kuthi nje ukuba iqangqululwc
inkomo abantu babc scbebasa.”

“Inkomo lc ixhclwa ngoku kwcgusha?”
“Hayi. Yona iqala ihlatywc cmsundulwcni. Kukho iinyama

ckuthiwa ziintsonyama, namahlcza nezifuba. Zona ziyakhu-
tshwa zibc zodwa.”

Kuvakclc ithungo lcnyama cyosiwcyo. Zayiyeka naloo nto
zazithetha ngayo, zarogola zibhckisa ngasebuhlanti. Zifunc
ukuya phakathi czincinane waza uSibi wazilumkisa wathi,
“Ningangcni cbuhlanti, niya kwcnzakala.”

Xhungu, zema! “Siya kwcnzakaliswa yintoni na ngoku?”
Wafuna ukuqonda uMthcndcvu.

“Niya kubcthwa kakubi ngabantu. Abafuni zinja cbuhlanti
xa kuxhcliweyo.”
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“Bathi ziza kuthini?”
“Zisukc zigwencclc cmatycni zityc inyama exhonyiweyo.”
Zijikclc kwelinyc icala lothango zincwase ukukhe ziqondc

cyona nto iqhubckayo. Zafika amadoda cthc qwclelc ayame
ngcntla cbuhlanti ukusukcla esangwcni. Amakhwenkwc wona
aycsczantsi cmthonyameni, amanyc evuthulula amaswili cgquma
nondonci ncmizi. Eziko umlilo wawungabonakali kakuhlc 
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kukugqunywa yimibengo. Kwakukho abafana ababcmana uku-
yihlaba ngczinti bcyiguqula. Wavuza amathc uTawuse kukurala
akuyibona.

Usukilc omnyc umfana kwaba bosayo, wasa inyama cmado-
dcni. Atya ke. “Ina kwcdini,” watsho uKholisilc csikcla inkwc-
nkwe eyayimjongile.

Kuvele nja ithilc cbomvu yaya kutsho cbuhlanti. Yayinokuba
kulc ntanga yoBhaku ngokobudala. Ixhaphc igazi kwindawo
ckwakunqunyulclwa kuyo inkomo. Ubawc ngakumbi uTawusc
yakuba iscnjcnjalo. Kubc kudala le nja iscbuhlanti ingakha-
thalelwanga ngamadoda. UTawuse waqonda ukuba iza kudc
iligqibc igazi cngckafiki. Waya kuyo. Wayesel’ cyilibele ncnto
cyayithcthwc nguSibi. Ungcnc njc csangwcni kwabe sekusukuma
indoda yascNjica, yathabatha uswazi olwaluphantsi. Itsho kwa-
kabini kuTawuse cmqolo ngalo, akabi nakuzibamba, wakhala.
Uthc xa athi uyaphuma, waphckuzwa yindoda cyayiscyimi
esangwcni. Kwaba nzima ukutyhudisa aye kugqitha kuyo.
Wabaleka cgqiba ubuhlanti obu bonkc cxakckile, chcwulwa
nangamakhwcnkwe.

“Ibithe ukuze ibc scbuhlanti njc kwathini?” utshilo unifana
owaycseziko cphuthaphutha into angamgibiscla ngayo. UKholi-
silc umchanc ngcntonga kwavakala isithonga.

“Hayi, mfondini, musa ukubctha inja ngolu hlobo,” anqanda
amadoda.

“Kutsho kwatlii ngco kum cntliziywcni,” wazixela uKholisilc.
UBambiscla wahlcka walala. Ivulc umtyhi lc yayiscsangwe-

ni indoda, kodwa yakha yazithi tshiphu-tshiphu ngoswazi nayo
izinja. Ukhc wahlala ycdwa uTawusc akuba phandle, wazi-
bhija. Wacinga ngcnto yokubcthwa kwakhc cfika cmzini. Zcza
kumngqonga izinja azalana nazo.

“Ngala majubclo ubusithi siza kuwazuza apha kc la? wabuza .
kunina.

“Bcndikuxclclc kwascntlandlolo ukuba musa ukuya ebuhla-
nti,” watsho uSibi kuyc. “Baya kukubctha bona abantu bcnga-
gczi njc.”

UTawusc ubizc inja awaycbcthwa nayo wayibuza ukuba iye-
yaphi na. “Ndingowalapha cNjica,” yazichaza.

“Uyayiqonda ukuba mbi kwalc nto siyenziwc ngabantu?”
watsho uTawusc.

“Yo! Abantu basithiyc ngokungathi asibascbcnzcli. Elaa
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gazi basisusa kulo phaya akukho nto baza kuycnza ngalo.”
“Uzc ukhangelc ukuba uya kuphcla na lo mgidi ndingalu-

manga mntu.”
“Uzc uqhube ndiya kukunccdisa.”
“Ungubani igama lakho?”
“NdinguZonclc.”
Abantu bakhawuleza bachithakala baya cmakhaycni abo.

Usuku olu Iwalulolokuxhela kungckabikho zinto zingako zityi-
wayo. Ngongcwalazi kwagalclcka uBckclcntloko kunyc nc-
zinja zascNtakana. OSibi baba novuyo bakumbona. Kwaphi-
thizcla izinja zodwa kuloo mzi. UBckclcntloko lo wayelixhwa-
ngusha cloyikckayo kwczinyc izinja. Wayckwanjalo nascba-
ntwini phofu. Babcye bakhwaze xa baya kokwabo bathi maku-
nqandwc inja, bcsitsho kc bcngamboni.

Ibala lakhc lalimnyama khaca cncchaphaza climhlophc apha
engqoshcni. Ilizwi lakhc lalilikhulu, lisaziwa ngabantu nazi-
zinja kwilali yakhc. Waycnamabamba amadc awaycdc angathi
aza kuphumela ngaphandle cmlonyeni. Izinyo waycliscbcnzisa
kwakucaca ukuba czinyc izinja zingxamele ukumdcla. Inkosi
yakhc yayinebhongo ngayc. Yinja awayekhulclc phantsi kwayo
le uBhaku. Yayimphangela kwakudityaniswa ukutya kwabo.
Uzamile uBckclcntloko ukuba akhe afumanc ukutya. Akudinwa
kukuzula waya kuhlala nczinja zascNtakana.

“Wafika sekuhlwilc ubukadc uphi?” wabuza uMthendcvu
“Hayi, bcndingawazi lo mgidi,” waxcla uBckclcntloko.
“Utheth’ ukuba uwuvc nini?”
“Ndiwuva ukutshona kwelanga njc, kwathiwa nani nilapha.”
“Kungani ukuba uma angakwazisi nihlcli kunyc njc clalini?”
“Yilc nto indixakilcyo nam.”
“Ndalibala, Mthendcvu,” watsho uSibi.
“Bckuqhubeka ntoni apha cmini?” wabuza nayc uBckclcntlo-

ko. Wamchazcla uMthendcvu yonkc incukacha yczinto czazi-
scnzeka. Umisc indlcbc yanyc uBckclentloko kubonakala ukuba
uncnto ayiphulaphulcyo. Wahamba waya cndawcni cmnyama.
Uthcnc gaga ncnja isitya ithambo. Wayiluma cngakhangc abc
satsho nokuthi kwathini na. Eyona nto waycyijongilc nga-
mandla yayikukuhlutha ithambo akhc anqunqudc naye.

Yaba nguqukulubhcdc apho. Zithclclc izinja zaseNjica za-
mluma uBckclcntloko. NoSibi bangena cmlwcni bengakwinja
yclali yabo. Kwadibana iingqcqc namabhaku namatwina.
Zimanc ukumka ngazinyc ezaseNjica kanti zifunycnwc ngu-
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Bckclcntloko. Kudc kwashiycka czinkulu zodwa, nazo wazichi-
tha. Waphcla umlo lowo engascnawo nomkro wokukhangcla
elo thambo wayelincwasilc. Umzimba wakhe wawushushu
wonkc, izinja zimnxaphisilc. Wahamba kc noBhaku baya ku-
ncathama cmzini owawumclcnc nalo wawuncsisusa.

“Umshiyc phi uXhonti?” wabuza uMthcndcvu kuBckclc-
ntloko.

“Ndiya qonda ukuba ukokwabo,” watsho uBekclcntloko.
“Bcsiza konwaba ukuba ebckho apha.”
“Ewc, loo nja iyahlckisa,” wamchaza uTawusc, “kudc kuthi

khona xa iphakatbi kweqela elikhulu lczinja.”
Izinja zascNjica zathctha ngoBckelcntloko zingamazi. Yambi

kwezikhaliphileyo into yokoyiswa zizinja czingczozclali yazo.
Zasczisithi zobc zidibanc nazo. Ngosuku lomgidi kwalungisc-
lclwa ukuphcka ukuphakama kwclanga. Izinja zascNtakana
zathi mazibc ngascbantwini zijongc ukufumana yonkc into
cnokuthi inikwe izinja. Zazifumana zisckulo mzi unomgidi
czaseNjica. Zaqonda ukuba inkoliso yazo zczi zazisilwa nazo
ngobusuku. UBckclentloko wahambahamba phakathi kwazo
ngokungathi uthi zingcnza into cziyithandayo. Zambona ukuba
womclclc.

Kwakungekho nja ingangayc kuzo. Nangoko zazimhlanga-
nyclc ngokuhlwa zaziscnziwa kukuba zazingazanga zimbonc
ubungako nobunjalo bakhc. Zingcacclc izinja zascNjica azafuna
ukuhlala apha phakathi komzi. OBhaku nangona babengaba-
hambi baziva bckhululekilc. Yaqina imini kungckabikho nc-
ntwana abayibhaqayo enjc ngokutya. Namathanjana awayekho
ngawayclahlwc ngczolo kungasckho nto ikhukuzekayo kuwo.

“Tyhini naba oSibi apha!” wakhuza uKholisilc bakuvcla
kuyc. Wababiza, wababuza, “Nifuna ntoni apha?”

“Sizc kufuna Ic nto izc kufunwa nguwc,” wamxclcla uBckc-
lcntloko.

“Yinto cyintoni lc ndizc kuyifuna?”
“Xa ngaba akuyazi nathi asiyazi.”
Imkhathazilc uKholisilc lc ntctho. Wavakala csithi, “Yinto

cndiya kuyithini na lc yokugwexwa yinja phakathi kwabantu
abaninzi! Sahamba imigidi nczinja ngoku, Bckelcntloko?”

“Uthi masibc sihlcli kulaa mizi ycnu sikhonkothcla into
cngenambuyckezo?” watsho uBckclcntloko.

UKholisile lo waycbonc uTawusc yedwa ngczolo kwizinja
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azaziyo. Wacinga ukuba unogxa bakhe bascndlc bodwa. Ukha-
ngele into aza kuzibctha ngayo izinja. Zema zona zathi zolc.

“Mfondini! Uphikele ukuchukcla izinja zingenzanga nto,”
watsho ujongani.

“Uthi mandineazibuzi kc?”
“Uzibuzclani? Akuzazi ukuba zisoloko zikho kwiindawo

ezinamathambo ?”
“Amathambo antoni? Zincenkomo zona?”
“Zifuywe sithi. Ngaloo nxa kc zifanelc ukuwalanda amatha-

mbo ecnkomo zcthu, nokuba sclcphi na.”
“Nczi zihlala endlc zikwafuywc nini?”
“Uzikhathalclc ngantoni zona zingasczozakho nje?”
“Umc ngasczinjcni ngoku, mmclwanc. Ndixelclc ndazi.”
“Ewe,” wavuma ujongani.
UKholisilc ufumcnc imvubu kumfo owayehamba nayc.

Wathi xa aqalayo ukuphakamisa ingalo cjongc ukubetha kuTa-
wusc owayengaphambili kuzo zonkc izinja, sukc uMthendcvu
wamluma. Amadoda azamc ukumhlangula, wahlala yena ujo-
ngani cjongc njc. Zibuye zonkc izinja zakuva ingxolo. Zamtya
sclclelc phantsi. EzascNjica zazingayazi ncnto ayonilcyo. Na-
mhla uKholisile uvukclwe nazczazikadc zimhloniphilc. USibi
wada wakha wamtlii khonkqo ngamazinyo cgxalabcni apha
akayeka. Zibc zabaleka zakubona ukuba abantu baza kude
bazaphule. Wavuka uKholisile wazivuthulula.

“Hc Tawuse, nenziwa yintoni lc nto ningcnasimilo ?” ubuzilc
cmveni kokuba ctyiwc.

“Uyathanda nawc ukusoloko uzamana nathi,” watsho uTa-
wusc.

“Ndokhc ndijongc ukuba oBambiscla aba bona noBekelc-
ntloko baya kubheka phi na kwakuphela lo mgidi.”

Ubc nexhala uSibi yakuthctha njalo inkosi yakhc. Yayikho-
hlakelc gqitha, isoyikcka. Inja yona okokwayo yayiyc iyibe-
thele ukuba ife ukuba iyafa, ingayilinganiscli. Umane ukunikina
intloko uKholisile ngoku selcldcli phantsi, cbambclclc cbunzi.
Wayengqukrulckilc, cncsingqala. Ukutyiwa kwakhc kwadala
ukuba igazi lczinja lihlobc. Zicinge ngokuya kuhlutha imbiza
ycnyama cbafazini. Ziphikiscnc, kukho ezingayingcniyo lc nto.

“Masiyc kuyithabatha,” wazincckclcla uTawuse. “Ukuba
asithanga sisebcnzisc ainandla cthu asisayi kuzuza nto.”

Zide zaqonda zonkc izinja, zavuma. Zibuzenc ngcccbo ezi- 
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nokutlii zivelc ngalo cbafazini. UMthcndcvu watbi, “Kufuncka
siyc phaya ngasczimbizeni, size sithi sakufika kusukc izinja
czimbini zibambanc zibc ngathi ziyalwa. Ezinyc kc ziya kuluma
yonkc into cngumntu ckufutshanc ncembiza. Kodwa kuya
kulunga ukuba kubckho czinc cziza kubambisana ngcembiza
czimbini zcnyama zibalekc nazo.”

“lya kusancla na inyama csczimbizeni czimbini?” wabuza
uBhaku.

“lya kudc isalc, kuba inkabi lc ixhcliwcyo ityctyisiwc,” watsho
uBckclcntloko.

“Izinja mazingafumanc zoyikc,” wcnjenjalo uTawuse. “Ama-
doda, abona bantu bancngozi, akudc ncembiza. Aya kuthi ctha-
batha czo ntongana zawo sibe sesiyigqibilc yonke into cbcsijo-
nge ukuycnza. Akanawo kc namendu okusukcla thina njcngo-
kuba nisazi. Izinja czingabambanga mbiza zothi zisoloko ziphosc
amchlo ngascbuhlanti zixclc xa czayo.”

Kukhcthwe izinja cziza kwcnza amaccbo. UTawuse noBhaku
kwathiwa mababc kwczi ziza kubalcka ncembiza. Ezinyc ezi-
mbini czaziza kwcnza kwaloo msebcnzi zazizezascNjica. Ziyile
kwicala ababckulo abafazi. Babcsayiyizela kanye kukho naba-
zamisayo. Zibambcne ngonomji kc ezimbini, kwaqhuma uthu-
thu. Abafazi bcma ngecnyawo, bambi bathabatha abantwana
babo babafaka ekhwapheni. Azibanga sabaluma kodwa ziphi-
thizcle phakathi kwabo, zifuna bangaqondi neyona nto ycnzc-
kayo.

UTawusc ubc yeyokuqala ukubamba imbiza kwczo zazinyu-
liwc. Amadoda othuswc yingxolo nasisikhalo. Abona kuqhuma
ngasezimbizcni. Aqubulc iintonga zawo aya kuloo ndawo
yayinengxwabangxwaba. Indoda cyafika kuqala ngascziko ya-
khuza ayalibala. limbiza zaziphantsc ukubhukuqwa zonke,
inyama iseluthuthwini. Kukho izinja czasczibona ukuba mazizi-
wisc. Wanga angakhala umnini-thcko akubona umonakalo
onjalo.

“Nithe sisimanga santoni csi sihla ckhayapha namhlanjc!
Kuthcni ingathi izinja ziza kusiphathcla imbengwana njc!”
wakhalima umnini-sisusa cbambclele cmlonycni.

“UTawuse akangckhc abe msulwa kwesi scnzo,” waqiniscka
uKholisilc.

“UTawusc ke yiyiphi inja?” wafuna ukwazi umnini-thcko.
“Yilc bendiza kuyibetha ukuzc ndilunywc zizinja zonke.”
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Bathe bcsamatshckile njalo abantu zabc izinja sczihlcli apho
zazibckc khona iimbiza. Bazivusilc abafazi iimbiza czaziwiswc
zizinja, nenyama bayivuthulula bayifaka kuzo. Emdaka kakhulu
bayinika amakhwenkwc. Abazanga babe nakuziqonda msinya
iimbiza ezazimkc nezinja. Zabclana izinja ngaloo nyama zaziyi-
thabathile, zatya.

‘‘Ndiyaqala ukuzc ndidikwc yinyama okoko ndazalwayo,”
utshilo uTawusc isisu sikralilc. Nangona zazanclc zonkc, inyama
yayingaphclanga. Zazifumanc zayijonga njc ngamchlo. Kubckho
indoda cza kulc ndawo zazikuyo. Zathabatha inyama cyayisclc
zcmka nayo, zanqcna ukusindwa yimbiza, yayilcyo yaziba-
mbcla izidungulwana. Indoda ibc zibalcka nje kuba ziqhclc
ukwcnjcnjalo xa zibona umntu. Izc kuqabuka ngokusukc ibc
kufuphi ncembiza ukuba kukho into cbcziyenza. Yafika ingu-
mhluzi wodwa, nawo scwunqumilc. Yaya cmzini onomgidi,
apho yayisiya khona kakadc, yahlangana nabantu bcsathctha
ngcnto cycnziwc zizinja.

“Kanti ngoku ezi zinja zilapha cmva komzi nccmbiza zcnyama
zigqiba kwenza le nto!” yakhuza lc ndoda ifikayo.

Abantu bamangaliswa yiloo nto yokuthi kanti zincnyama
cziyibilcyo. Abafazi baqala baqwalascla iimbiza ababezibascla.
Bazifumana zingckho czimbini. Amadoda agqiba kwclokuba
zibcthwc izinja. Aya kuioo ndawo kwakusithiwa inccmbiza.
Athc akufika zingasckho asclcthabatha iimbiza cgoduka nazo.

Ziphakiwc izidlo zakulunga, abantu batya balibala ngcnto
yczinja.

“Siza kuhamba nini?” ubuzilc uSibi czinjcni zaseNtakana.
“Masilalc apha, zininzi iindawo czisithilcyo,” watsho uTawusc

kuyc.
“Kode kubc nini siscnza loo nto?” wabuza uSibi. “Andina-

kulala apha mna yonkc imihla.”
“Kunccdani ukufumanc ushiyc amakhala apha usiya kwamanyc

kwaKholisile?”
“Awasemzini akafani nawakowcnu.”
Into awaycyifuna ngamandla uTawusc yayikukufumana izinja

czininzi cziza kuhlala nabo endlc. Nangoku zazibhoxa abantu
waycvuya esazi ukuba ziza kuphclelwa ziindawo zokuhlala.

“Ndithi mna zonkc izinja cbczilapha emini nje mazikhc ziyc
cmakhaycni azo ziyokuva into cza kuthcthwa ngabantu,”
wenjenjalo uBckclentloko.
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“Ziya kuthini ke bakuthi abasazifuni nganto?” watsho uTa-
wusc.

“Kufuncka ziphindc zidibanc apha, xa bathc bazigxotha,
zizokuqonda into czingaycnzayo. ’

“Mandikhc ndiphcndulc kwcli gama likhutshwa nguTawusc,”
watsho uSibi. “Abantu abanakho ukungasifuni thina zinja zisc-
scmizini. Into abaza kuycnza bona ngokuqinisckilcyo kukusibc-
tha.”

Uthc uTawusc, “Ndiza kuthi kc mna ukuba izinja ziyagoduka
zczingakhc zivumc ukubcthwa. Ukuba abantu bafunc ukuzibctha
zczibuyclc apha.”

“Ndingathanda ukukhc ndazi ukuba izinja ziyafuna na ukuya
komakwazo,” watsho uMthcndcvu.

Zithc ziyafuna. Ziyibckile indawo cmazc zidibanc kuyo
xa sczivela cmizini. Zahamba ke.

“Nihambe kakuhlc. Thina siya cnkosini ycthu. Asazi ukuba
zothini na izinja czingcnankosi,” utshilo uBambiscla cbhckisa
czinjeni zascNjica. Intetho yakhc yabadla oBhaku.

“lya kuncama inja ukuba ikwesa thina. Eycthu indawo
ikhona, singaxhalclanga mntu futhi,” watsho UTawusc. UTa-
wusc lo waycngakufuni ukungaphindisi xa kukho into cngathi
iza ngakuye nokuba injani na. Nabo babczimisclc ukuhamba
noBambiscla aba. linjongo zabo yayikukufuna ukuba bayivc
yonkc into cza kuthcthwa ngabantu kubo. Zithc xa zisiya cmla-
njcni ezaseNtakana zabona abantu. UKholisilc zamva ngclizwi
lakhc cmnyamcni ukuba ukho kubo. UTawusc uccbisc ukuba
mazibalekc izinja ziqalc ziyc kufika kwilali yazo ukuzc zikho-
nkothe xa ziscmizini zikhangclc ukuba baza kuthini na abantu.
USibi waycsoloko cphambili uBambiscla ycna cphakathi koBha-
ku. UTawusc uyc kunina, wathi, “Ndiyaqonda ukuba uKholi-
silc ungumsindo apho akhona. Uzc umlumkelc angakhe aso-
ndclc kuwc.”

“Ukuba undibizilc zendithini?” wambuza uSibi.
“Uze uthi akuzi.”
“Ukuba undisukclc zcndithini?”
“Nazi iinyawo kuwe. Uze ubalekc. linyawo ezi zcnzclwa

ukuba inja izisindise ngazo.”
“Khawundiycke, Tawuse. Scndiya kuyibona ngoko into cma-

ndiyenzc.” Waycsel’ ecacile uSibi ukuba akasafuni namaccbo
angamanye ngaphandlc kwala ayckuye engqondwcni.
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“Ukuba ke, Tattnise, naningathethanga ngale nto yaseNjica
ngendandingezanga sektide knzoknbanje nje ngokn”, wamkhalazela
uSibi.

“Besingakuqhubanga. Uzizele”,- watsho uTawusc.
Izinja ziqondc into cthi maseziqala kwaKholisile. Ukungcna

kwazo kwakhc ziye cndaweni emnyama. Zathi cwaka
kwavakala ukuphcfumla kodwa.

“Ndiyayoyika into cza kwcnziwa nguKholisile namhlanje”,
watsho uBhaku ckrwcca uTawusc.

“Nango amadoda scl’ cdumzcla kufutshanc”, wawcva uMthc-
ndevu.

wamangaliswa uSibi. Waycncngcamango cthi aza kwcnza
imeko ibc nzima ngaphczulu kokuba yayihlcli iza kuba nzima
xa cdibcne noKholisile.

“Makukhonkothc wcna Tawuse”, wamchonga uBhaku.
Zilindile izinja ukuba amadoda adc abc phambi kwczindlu.

Akuphuma phakathi kwazo zawabona kakuhlc.
“Hawu! hawu!! hawu!!!” wakhonkotha uTawusc. Wahleka

csakugqiba.
“Khanime! Ingathi yinja njc lc itshoyo”, watsho uKholisilc

cbcka isandla ezindlebcni emamela.
“Zizo ezo akuphazami. Nathi sizivilc”, amngqincla amadoda.
“Zikhonkotha kwcliphi icala?” wafuna ukuqonda.
“Zingascbuhlanti”.
“Akuklio zinja bczishiyckilc apha clalini? Nicinga ukuthi

ingazcziya bcziscmgidini zalapha?”
“Kungcnzcka kuthi kanti zizo”, yatsho inkosi kaBckdcntloko.

“Izinja kaloku zona ziyakhawuleza, azifani nathi”.
Kwangoko amadoda abc scl’ csiya ngasebuhlanti cngacc-

Iwanga.
“Nivulc amehlo, bafondini, zinganiqubuli”, watsho uKholi-

silc. Onke aycngazanga ayithande into eyayenzeke kuyc nga-
phandle kukajongani. Ycna kc waycngasckho kula cjikc cndle-
lcni wabheka cmzini wakhc.

“Yintoni lc ithi hawu! hawu! apha ngathi yinja?” wabuza
uKholisilc csckudc cbuhlanti. Ayekhokclwe nguye ukuya kwawo
kuzo. Ukhc wavuthuza ngomnqayi wakhe emakhaleni zisa-
kungabonakali.

“Ndiya kuyibulala inja ukuba ndikhe ndayibona emzini wam 
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apha”, wafunga uKholisilc ekhangcla ngcnyamcko.
Inkosi kaBckelcntloko idlule nainanyc amadoda. Akuba cse-

ndlwini uKholisilc ubizc inkwenkwc yakhc cndala.
“Ukhe wababona phi oBambiscla?” wayibuza.
“Ndibagqibelc kusasa izolo”, yatsho inkwcnkwe.
“Into abandcnze yona mnt’ ana’m, imbi ngcndlcla cngathe-

thckiyo. Andisozc ndiyilibalc cbomini.”
“Bathcni?”
“Ubungckho cmgidini?”
“Hayi”.
“Uyabona ukuba umzimba wam uzclc amanxcba?” watsho

etyhila ingubo yakhc uKholisilc.
Yoyika inkwcnkwc isakuwujonga. Yabuza indlcla cnzakalc

ngayo uyisc. Wayichazcla bcthu isizcka bani.
“Kc, mfo wam, biza amanyc amakhwcnkwc, nithabathc

iintonga zcnu niyc kwczi zikhundla zidla ngokuba kuzo izinja.
Nizc nithi ukuba nikhc nayibamba yanyc niyibcthe kakhulu.

Andingezc ndakhathala nokuba nizibulelc xa ninendlcla.
Andinakuba nje kanti ndiza kunyamezcla ukuhlala namaramncwa
aya kusukc andibulale mhla athandilcyo. Zibcthcni! Kutsho
mna”.

“AsingoTawusc kodwa aba bakulumileyo?”
“OTawusc bantoni? Kwizigancko czibini czcnzcka eNjica

andikhanga ndibabonc bezikhctha oSibi. Ycnza lc nto ndikuxc-
lcla yona, kwcdini, us’kc ubc undibuza ukuba asingoTawusc na”.

Yaphuma inkwcnkwc yaya kubaninawa bayo cyayihlcli
nabo. Unina nodadc wayo bakhawuleza ukuya kwindlu cyayino-
Kholisilc isakubachazcla ukuba wcnzakcle. Baqhwaba izandla
bcsakuva into cycnziwc zizinja.

“Ukuba izinja aziphumanga ncsidumbu kulo mnyaka wodwa
ndiya kuthi lithamsanqa”, watsho umkaKholisilc, cbhinqa isi-
khaka sakhc chamba.

Izinja zacinga ngczigqibo czazizcnzilc zokudibana kumzi owa-
wunomgidi. UMthendevu wafuna ukuba ziphcthukc msinyane.

“Yima, Mthcndcvu”, utshilo uSibi. “Kaloku kuya kufuncka
ukuba sikhc sithethc ncnkosi ycthu ubuso ngobuso, singoyikeli
kudc”.

“Uza kuthctha ni nayo?” wabuza uMthcndevu.
“Ndifuna ukuqonda njc ukuba iza kuthini na ngokubhckisclclc

kulaa nto yasc Njica”.
71



“Ungafa ukuba ukhc wcma phanibi kwayo namhlanjc”,
wamlumkisa uBckclcntloko. “Ndikuxelcla incnc. Ubuyiva xa
ibithctha apha ukufika kwayo. Andazi nokuba kc ufuna uku-
qonda ukuba iya kwazi nyani na ukubulala inja”.

“Ezinyc izinja czi azizukuba saya czinkosini zazo?” wabuza
uSibi “Ziye kwcnzani? Azicingi”.

“Ziya kudc zithini ukuzc zibhckc emakhayeni azo?”
“Zingaya ngomso xa umsindo lo wabantu udambile”.
NoSibi wabona ukuba mabascbcdibana noKhoIisilc ngosuku

olulandelayo. Zaya kufika cNjica sckuscbusuku. Zangxola
zakuhlangana zonkc, iyilcyo inja ixcla uhambo Iwayo. Ezinyc
zazigxothiwc kumawazo. Kukho ke nezazibethiwc, kodwa loo
nto ingcnziwanga ngcntando yazo. Uzimisilc uTawuse wathi:
“Niya bona kc nani zinja ukuba abantu abasasifuni emizini
yabo. Niya buza ke ukuba icebo yintoni na xa kunjalo. Lithi ke
elam, siya kuthi ukuzc silungc sibc ncndlela ycthu yokuziphilcla.
Thina singoTawusc nje scsinazo iindlela zokuzimcla. Njcngo-
kuba silapha nje scsinccntsuku czininzi singekho mizini yabantu.
Inxalcnyc yczinja czilapha iyazi ukuba ndinyanisile, andithethi
nje kuba kusebusuku kumnyama. Kufuncka simkc sonkc thina
silapha sibheke chlathini kumawcthu, apho sinokuhlala intlalo
entle kunalc. Ndisatshoncla zinja,” wascbczcla inja yelali yakhe
uZonele.

“Ndingathanda ukuba ndazi, Tawuse, ukuba ainawcnu nga-
waphi na”, watsho uBambisela.

“Zczaa zilwanyana zischlathini. Sikunyc nazo, nto njc sahlu-
Iwa ngaba bantu kudala baya kusigcina cmizini”, waxcla uTawusc.
“Nayiphi na inja enqwcnela ukuthetha ingaphakama”, waphinda
watsho uTawusc.

USibi uthe akahambisani naloo nto ycna.
“Ubusithi makwenziwcni na wena?” wabuza uMthendcvu

kunina.
“Nikhumbulc ukuba asikadibani sonkc ncenkosi zcthu. Sisa-

jongc ukuya kuzo, sicele uxolo. Mhlawumbi zinganovclwano
ngathi zisiycke sihlale cmizini yazo noko bcsizikhathazile”,
watsho uSibi.

“Yimizi ayincckclele ngani na lc uma kodwa?” wamangaliswa
UMthcndcvu.

“Kuza kukhe kuthethe mna kc ngoku”, wavcla watsho uBha-
ku.
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“Andinangqondo ithi kungakho inja cvunyelwayo ukuba
ihlalc phakathi kwabantu ngokunjc. Zingakho czinyc kodwa
ingczizo czi bczilapha cmgidini cmim”.

“Asizikuva ngawc. Ubazcla phi na wena abantu?” watsho
uSibi. “Ndabazi ndisandula ukuzalwa, ukuba uxcla mna. Nguwc
inja cngasayi kuzc ibaqondc. Okoko waqhathwa uzalwa usa-
qhathwa nanamhlanjc. Andilwazi nolu xolo uxhinclc ukuya
kulucela koKholisilc ukuba lolwantoni na. Ungabaycki nje
bahlale namanxcba abo yintoni?”

Ingxoxo ibcnkulu phakathi kukaSibi noBhaku. Uninzi Iwc-
zinja luyichasilc into cthcthwa nguSibi, kodwa yabakho imbi-
nana cyayimc ngakuyc.

“Yimfa lcyo, yimfa lcyo”, utshilo uSibi kusabanjwcnc ngcntc-
tho. “Ningothuki ndim”, kuvakclc kukho ilizwi clitshoyo kanti
lelenja yascNjica cfikayo. Ixclclwc ngcnto ebithcthwa.

“Ndiycyokuqala inja ukuya kuma cndle”, yazinikcla lc nja
ifikayo.

“Oko ndingafanga namhlanjc, andisozc ndifumanc ndifc”,
yatsho. Inkosi yayo yayibctha kwaphcla iintswazi. Ukuvuma
kwayo ukuya endlc kuzenzc nczazingafuni ukuhamba zanga
koTawuse. Kwasala uSibi noBambisda. Zifunc ukubhcka cndle
kwangobo busuku czascNjica, waza wala uTawuse csithi maku-
khc kulindwc amaphinda omgidi. Akazanga abe safuna nokuzi-
mamela oku uSibi kuloo nto. Ekuscni bcmka noBambiscla bcgo-
duka. Bathi bcsakuba kokwabo wathi thimbilili uBambisela
akafuna ukuba angavela czindlwini.

“Yiza sihambc”, wamruqa unina. “Musa ukuthingaza,”
Babctha phambi kwcndlu yokuqala baya kuma ngakweycsibini.
Kulapho uKholisilc waychlala khona kulcyo. Kwakungckho
mntu phandlc, ekubonakala ukuba babcngekavuki. Uphumilc
umninimzi ngokungathi ubcvilc ukufika kwabo. Wahlehla kwa
oko uBambisela akumbona.

“Ndanga ndibona ntoni na nje xa ndibona izinja”, watsho
uKholisilc cthambekisa intloko esinekilc. lingubo zakhc wayezi-
combululc zaya kuma emaqatheni. Yangathi kuSibi uza kusukc
azilahle phantsi amtsibcle

“Nivcla phi, Sibi?” wambuza.
“Sivela kudc, nkosi”, watsho uSibi.
“Kudc phi kulc ndawo ingcnagama?”
“Bcsiphaya cNjica kulaa mzi ubunomgidi”.
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“Sekukokwenu ngoku phaya lc nto ningascziyo ekhaya?”
“Hayi, nkosi, silahlckiswc ngoTawuse bathi niasingabuyi”.
“Benibangelwa yintoni ukuba nilahlekiswe ngoTawuse

beziinjana?”
“Kukoyika nkosi yam cngaphczulu kwazo zonkc iinkosi”.
“Yintoni lc bcniyoyika ingade incnzc ukuba niyc kulala cmgi-

dini iintsuku czininzi?”
“Kukubcthwa”.
“Beniza kubethwa ngubani, xa bekutheni?” wamngcambazisa

uKholisilc. “Nguwe, nkosi”, watsho uSibi.
“Bcbcsithi unokuba ukhathazekile yinto cycnzcka kuwc phaya

kulaa mzi”.
“Yinto eyintoni lcyo ycnzckc kum?”
“Sibonc ukutyiwa kwakho zizinja, phofu tliina noBambisela

singakhanga sikulumc”.
“Yiza apha Sibi”, yambizcla endlwini inkosi yakhc.
Ijikile xa isemnyango yakhwaza uBambisela. Akcza kuyo.
“Ukuba bcndinguwe mna ngcndisiza kwangoku ndiphclclwc

lixhala”, yatsho.
Ibuzile kuSibi xa seyingaphakathi cndlwini ukuba ziphi na

czinyc izinja zelali.
“Zisele cNjica. Sibuya sobabini noBambisela”, waxcla uSibi.

Uthulc wathula uKholisile wcsuka wathi, “Ndiza kukhc ndiku-
bcthe kanobom, Sibi. Inyc qha into cndiza kukubcthcla yona
kukuhamba neziqhu czingatshongo khona”.

“Scl’undixolcla, nkosi, andisozc ndiphindc ndihambc nazo”,
wathandaza uSibi.

“Andinakho konke”, wala uKhoIisilc, “kwayc ndinayo
ncnkolo yokuba ukhc walifaka nawc izinyo kum apha, wayiba
nenyama”.

Wambctha kc wagxwala. Wamyeka ngokusukc kudinwc inga-
lo. Ukrobe uBambiscla kwakhona, wambiza kanjaqo. Suke uBa-
mbisela wayc ebhckcla kudc cndaweni yokusondcla.

“Kanti akusokube uzc kuhlala apha ndingakubcthanga”,
watsho emtyityimbisela unmwe. “Ndiyazazi ndisitsho njc”.

Uyc kungcna kwindlu cyayinentsapho yaklic wafunela uSibi
ukutya.

“Ungabuye uphindc ubc phakathi kwczinja czingcnambcko”,
wamyala xa amphayo.

“Ndivile, nkosi”, wavuma uSibi.
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Ubc nosizi uKholisilc, kuba cnencni uSibi lo yiyona nja yayi-
lulamilc kwizinja awayekhe wanazo, imgcinilc ngaphczulu.

UBambiscla umkhwazilc unina cli xcsha atyayo wathi maka-
mphathclc nokuba liqhckczana. Watya ycna uSibi cngafuni kuzi-
qhwaycla ukhwcmbckhwcmbc. Ungqungelc kufutshanc uBa-
mbiscla cnqwencla ukutya. Wahlutha engckafiki ekutycni ngenxa
yokoyika. Kwakuphcla wathi: “Noko, ma uya vimba”.

“Oku kutya ibc ikokwam ndcdwa”, watsho uSibi. “Uscza
kukufumana wena okwakho”.

UBambiscla weva sclcbcthwa yinkosi kaBckclcntloko cngayazi
nalapho ivelc ngakhona.

Le nkosi kaBekclcntloko yayize kugqitha kuKholisilc apha
ukuba bayc cmaphindcni omgidi.

“USibi lo umyckcle ntoni apha, mfondini?” yabuza isakudi-
bana noKholisilc.

“Ndithc mandimyckc ahlalc, mmelwanc. Nalcya wcna inga-
phaya komzi ndiza kuyiycka. Iza kubuyc ibuye cmagqagaleni
isakuva iphango. lya kufika ndikho ndingayanga ndawo, ndiscza
kuyibctha.”

Kude kwalithuba lokuba bahambe oKholisilc. Uthc vumbululu
cmatycni uBambisela xa bcshiya izindlu, waya kutshona emasi-
mini.

“Ikwa ycyam loo ntsimi uzimela kuyo. Ndingcza kukukhupha
apho ndithanda”, wakhwaza uKholisile. Babengamanga ngoko.

Bafika emzini owawunomgidi scbcbaninzi abantu, kodwa
kungckho zinja. Uzibuzilc uKholisile ejonge ukuklmpha isixhiba.
Amadoda athi zisczixhotycni kudana. Kangangendlela awayczi-
zungula ngayo wayefuna nokuya kuzizingcla apho.

“Yintoni ezi zinja zingakhc zize ngapha namhlanjc”, watsho
evonya intonga yakhc.

“Mfondini yahlukana nezinja, kuba ziya kuphinda zikuquka-
quke apha”, itshilo cnyc indoda cliqhula.

“Azicingi namhlanje. Nayizolo zcnziwc kukuba bcndingazi-
lindclanga.”
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isahluko

6~

Emva kwcmini izinja zasondcla ngascbant-
wini. Abafazi baququzela bcthutha
iimbiza zabo bczisa czindlwini. Amadoda

axokozcla. Yayingavakali kakuhlc into awayeyithctha. Lizwi
lakha lavakala lelikaKholisilc clathi: “Inenc namhlanje
kunamhlanje, siza kuqubisana”.

“Uholonga nje lowa akazi nento lc”, watsho uTawusc, cbhc-
kisa ezinjcni.

Ngoku athetha le nto abantu abadala babczijongile, amakhwc-
nkwe egquba kubonakala ukuba accla umngcni. Phofu aycsoloko
cphakathi kwabantu.engade czc ngakuzo.

“Into endithe nqa yiyo yilc yokuba kusukc kungxamc ama-
khwenkwc kungckho nanto ayifunayo. Ayafana njc nathi ngo-
kuqhathwa”, ikwa nguTawusc lowo utshoyo.

UMthendcvu: “Eyona nto akasilingananga wona”.
“Amakhwcnkwc makakhc czcngapha”, wawakhwcba uBhaku.
Kwanzima ukusuka cbantwini kodwa cvilc. Zcnzc iincoko kc

apho izinja zingavumi ukudc ziyc ebantwini, nabantu bcngahlali
phantsi. Zithumc iinjana ezimbini ukuba ziyc kuzicclela ukutya
cbantwini. Zahamba iinjana zingenanto ziyoyikayo zona.
Zazingayiqondi zona nengxabano le yayiphakathi kwczinja
nabantu. Nangona zazilubonilc udushc ngczolo zazisithi kuya-
dlalwa. Zazingaphantsi kakhulu apha koTawusc ngobudala.
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Uruqc umnqayi wakhc uKhoIisile zakuba kufuphi nendawo
ckwakuphckclwe kuyo, wazihlangabeza. Uthcthc njc nazo
ithutyana clingephi wazigxotha. Zikhe zathalalisa zisithi uza kube
aziyekc ziyc kubaninizo.
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“Ndithi kuni mkani apha”, wazilekuza ngcncluku. Zaphapha-
thcka ukuya kwezinyc.

“Kufuncka zesichwcchwe ngobusuku sizc kuba konkc ukutya
okugcinwe ngabantu kulo mzi”, watsho UBekclcntloko.

UBhaku wabuza wathi: “Koba kusckho na ngokuhlwa?”
“Abanakho ukukugqiba abantu kuba kusoloko bencemfihlo”.
“Siya kukufumana njani kuya kube kuscndlwini njc ngoko?”
“Badla ngokukubcka kwindlu cyodwa csecaleni”.
“Siya kukhe sizame ke, Bckelcntloko”, watsho uBhaku.
Zivuyilc izinja cmva kwcli ccbo. Naloo ndawana yokulamba

bczinayo yaphcla ibangwa lithcmba. Zithcthe ngokukhc ziye
kunxwala abantu. Zaya kutsho cmva komzi lowo wawunabantu,
zakha zcma apho.

Le ndawo zazimi kuyo yayibusithela cmzini apha kuba
wawusecaleni leenduli. Into czaziyifuna yayikukubalcka nje
ziyokuphuma phakathi kwezindlu bazc bathi bcsothuka abantu
zibe sczigqithile. Kubc nzima ngoku ukuya emzini. Ezindala
zazisithi makukhokelc czincinane, czincinanc zona zifuna ukuba
ibc zezindala phambili.

“Sijongc ukuthi bathi bcsiza kuthi abantu nibc senikudc nina.
Thina zinja scsikwazi ukuphcpha abanakusichana nokuba
sivclilc kubo. Yiyo loo nto kc sithi khokelani”, wazityhilcla
ngolo hlobo uBckelcntloko iinjana. Zala nangoko.

“Kulungilc kc siza kukhokcla, ‘zc nilandele nina”, utshilo
uBhaku ebiza uTawusc noMthendcvu cfuna ukuba babc nga-
kuyc. Bona babcngabalclwa kwizinja ezincinanc. Zilungisile ke
izinja ngokwabantu beza kwcnza amahuku. Zagqotsa ukubhcka
cmzini. Zashiyashiyana zisanduluka njc. Zigqithc kwindoda
cyayisajikclc cmva komzi. “Tyhini luya plii olu gxudululu Iwc-
zinja!” yakhuza. Aziyihoyanga zabalcka. Ezincinanc zazinakasa
cmva. ibe yaqonda ukuba ziya kona abantu, yaza yathi, “Iwu!”
Abantu bayiva msinya loo ntlabamkhosi. Kwakuxa seziphakathi
kwezindlu cziphambili. Bazibonilc kc abantu. UKholisilc wagilwa
wawa xa atsibcla intonga yakhc.

“Ngubani kodwa lo undcnza into embi czi zinja ziza kudc
zindishiyc nje?” wacaphuka. Uvukilc wayichola. Amadoda aya-
kufika ngasczindlwini sezigqithilc inkoliso yazo. linjana czimbini
zavelela amadoda. Alahla ngccntonga. Ngcthamsanqa yasinda
enye, iphuma phakathi kwazo. Eyayiscmva kanyc ayibetha yasa-
dalala, yafcla apho phambi kwezindlu.
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Zakuba sczantsi komzi izinja czindala zikhangelc ngascmva.
Lc njana yayisindile yayisabalcka ngamandla ikhala. Iphi cnyc
injana?” ubuzilc uBhaku kuyo isakufika kubo.

“Andiyazi”, yatsho ukuphendula.
Watsho kwa oko uTawusc wathi: “Ifile apho ikhona”.
“Asiyiyo kodwa leya ilclc phaya ingqongwc ngabantu?” watsho

ckroba uBekclcntloko, cqwalascla cmzini apho.
Zihlcli kc zilindilc, zilindclc injana czingayazi nokuba yozc

ibuyc na. Zibonc nto itsalwa ngamakhwcnkwe cyiruqcla czantsi
komzi, kwasala into cmnyamana cmva kwawo esakujika.

“Yilcnjana siyifumayo lcya ibckwa ngamakhwcnkwc phaya”,
watsho uMthcndcvu.

“Kuya kulunga sikhc siyc phaya khon’ukuze siqonde”, wcnjc-
njalo uBckelcntloko. Waza wathi kwaycna makuhambc izinja
czintathu zascNjica ibc nguyc lo wesinc. Yangophopho bodwa
kc abo.

Okuncne zafumana ukuba yiyo, kodwa scyipholilc, zafumana
zcma phczu kwayo. Abantu babczijongilc bcncngqondo ethi
mhlawumbi zingcza kubo zibaxoxisc. UKholisilc wathi: “Ku-
dala Bckclentloko, ndikubona ukuba ungumququzclcli wobubi.
Nayizolo ibinguwc intshokotshcli apha”.

UBckclcntloko wathi, “Uthi kuthcni na kum apha?” Aka-
pliinda athcthc uKholisilc noBckclcntloko wamycka.

“Bcndiyiqonda ukuba lc nto iya kuba njc ckugqibclcni”,
itshilo inja yakulolc ifilcyo.

“Ubukadc ungathcthi njc ixcsha cli lonkc ubuhlalclc ni?”
wayingxamcla uTawusc.

“Imbi into cniycnzilcyo ngokubulalisa injana”.
“Ibc lilishwa noko”, watsho uBhaku. “Into enjc ngalc ayina-

kuphinda ihlc”. Waycsitsho njc waycsoyika ukuba lc nja imkc;
ibe mhlawumbi yayingazi kumka yodwa.

Zibonile ukuba maziye kusithcla izinja, zilindc kudc kubc
scbusuku. Zahamba kancinane zidanilc yinto cycnzckilcyo.
Zalungisclcla ukuya ngascmizini zakuqonda ukuba seku-
mnyama. Zazilazi ixcsha abalala ngalo abantu. Kwakungckho
ncnja enye yokukhonkotha cNjica loo mini. Mazwi czinja ayc-
vakala ayenkentcza nakho aycvakala kwiilali czikudc kuba kwa-
kuzolile. Zithc zisahlcli zabona bantu babini. Zaxclelana ngabo.

“Yangathi ngobani njc aba?” watsho cqwalascla uZonele.
Wayebiza onmyc umntu amaziyo waseNjica apho.
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UBhaku: “Fan’ukuba ngamaqela agodukayo aphuma cma-
phindeni”.

“Masibatyc”, watsho uBckclcntloko.
“Ukuba kukho inja cngayithandiyo into esiza kuyenza yothi

izixcle kwangoku, ingaycnzi, ingathi kwakuvcla into kamva kubc
kuxa ikhalazayo”, wacacisa watsho uTawusc. Akuzanga kubckho
nja ithi ayikholwa kukuba aba bantu mabatyiwc. Nalc yayivcle
nengxoxo kwakufa eyakowayo yayikholwa. Izinja ezinkulu
zaziyala czincinanc ukuba zingakhc zithi Ickc zisondclc ebantwini
zona.

“Asisafuni kubona njana ifilcyo kwakhona”, watsho uBckc-
lentloko.

Zanccdakala iinjana kuba zazihlcli zisoyika. Bczilc abantu,
bchamba bevuma; zaqiniscka czascNjica ukuba ngaba kanyc
zibaziyo. Ekucace ukuba babcvuma bodwa emnyamcni nje
babefumene iingxotha nccvanya. Ngqavu! watsho kuqala
uBekelcntloko. Mfo ngamnyc wayilahla loo ngoma yakhe wacu-
la yimbi. Oko kukuthi wakhala.

“Iphi inja?” ubuzile uTawusc komnyc.
“Andinatyala konke mna”, watsho umntu. “Injana ayibula-

wanga sithi”.
“Ibulcwc ngubani?”
“Ngumntu obcphaya cmgidini, endingamazanga igama lakhc”.
“Akuxoki kodwa?”
“Okuya nina bcnithc qhiwu iminqayi bcnisiya kwcnzani?”
“Yintonga yam yokusimclela lc, nantsi nangoku kum,”

waqokela watsho. “lyavakala ubunzima obu bayo ukuba
asiyiyo yokulwa”.

“Usimelela njani ngayo xa uyiphakamisclc phczulu?”
“Noko xa ndimile a ”, ufumcne ithuba lokuphuncula

umntu. Wabhekcqeka ukuhla cgedukcni chlatywa nazizihlahla
waya kuphumla endlwini kumzi owawumi phantsi kwenduli.

“Yintoni wangcna ungankqonkqozanga?” yabuza indoda
yalo mzi.

“Izinja”, yabiza clo gama njc kuphcla lc ingcnayo.
Abantu basebckhawulcza bcvala iingcango becinga ukuba

zingangena nanini na. Babesebczibonilc ubudlanga bazo. Izinja
zazingazanga zibc sayisukela zona, kodwa yathi ngcnxa yephaphu
ayabiseva nokujika kwazo. Eycsibini indoda yabalcka yaya
kungena cmzini wayo. Azibanga sahlala kc cndulini. Zaya 
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kuma kufutshanc nomzi czaziza kuba kuwo. Kwakungckalalwa,
imililo yayisabasiwc czindlwini. Zilindilc kc kwada kwacinywa
izibanc, zonda ngczindlu.

“Sifumana sichwechwcla ntoni abantu bcngasayi kubc bavukc
njc. Noku kuthi bavukc cbusuku sukuba bescnziwa kukukhonko-
tha kwczinja. Kc, xa zingckho akukho kuvuka kubo”, watsho
uTawuse czihambcla njc kakuhlc.

Zonkc kc zalinganisa ycna. Nczalo mzi kwakusiyiwa kuwo
izinja zazikho phakathi kwczi. Zakuba phambi kwendlu esecalcni
zikhc zema zathcthana. Ziyc cmnyango zalinga ucango, zalu-
tyhiliza Iwaya kubcthcka eludongeni. Kuthc kanti umninimzi
uluvilc ukukhala kwalo waza waphuma wcina cbalcni wathi:
“Yintoni lcyo igoqozayo apho?” Zabalcka akutsho. Ukuviwa
kwazo kuzidalc umsindo.

“Kanti abantu abakalali 1” watsho uBekelcntloko.
“Yeka wcna baza kubuyc balalc kamsinya, akukho nto baza

kuycnza”, wamqinisa uTawusc.
Umninimzi uyc kwindlu csckugqibclcni wafumana ucango

luthe qcngqclclc kuba izinja azibanga saluvala. Wakhangakha-
ngcla apha cmthomyamcni naphakathi komzi ecinga ukuba
angafumana nto, kodwa akwabi njalo. Uvusc amakhwenkwc
waya nawo kulc ndlu yayinokutya. “Niyalubona na makwcdini
ukuba olu cango luvulckilc?” watsho.

“Ewc, siyalubona”, aphendula atsho, noko kwakukho nanga-
luboniyo bubuthongo.

“Abantu bangaycnza into yokuba bandibcle ndakugqiba
ukubapha ukutya ncnyama?”

“Bangakubela abakhohlakclcyo”, atsho amakhwenkwe.
“Hayi andiqondi ukuba ingangabo aba: nto yimbi lc ibivula

olu cango. Kakadc zona czi zinja bezigqithagqitha zibalcka apha
cmini ziyc kuphclela phi?”

“Sizigqibele ukuya kutshona kwazo cndulini”.
“Ifanclc ukuba ngumkhwa wazo lo; kwaye ndiyakrokra

ngathi ziza kuba nonyawo Iwemfene”, watsho umninimzi.
Wacinga kakhulu. Wathuma amakhwenkwc ukuba aye kula-

nda izikhali cndlwini. Ahamba abuya nazo. Ngoku wahlala nawo
ngasemakhalcni, ingulowo cphcthe esakhc isikhali.

“Nokuba ngumntu lo walc nto, nokuba zizinja ziya kufela
apha”, watsho lo mfo.

“Mandingakhathazwa”.
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Bathc sebcncamilc bcsiya czindlwini, zavcla izinja. Zazikhc
zimc maxa wambi kubonakala ukuba ziyalondla.

“Masijikc”, utshilo uTawusc cbhckisa kuBckclcntloko.
“Hayi, Tawuse, ungasoyikisi”, wamyala uBckelentloko.
Indoda yayibakrwcca futhi oonyana bayo. Ngako oko ngckuba

yayisithi niva sibonana esi simanga. Besukilc abantu zisakuphclela
zonkc cndlwini, bahamba ngcnzwanc bcfuna ukuba zingabcva.
Inja yalo mzi icingc ukuba ikhe iyc kukroba cmnyango. Yathi
xa ivelayo wayinkintcza ngentonga cntanycni umniniyo.

“Nini kanti aba bazama ukwcnza intlondi!” wabinza cphi-
ndclcla.

Angcna cndlwini amakliwcnkwc cfuna ukubulala czinyc,
kodwa athi ngcnxa yobumpatha aziphosa zasinda.

“Ayinamscbcnzi into yokubhaqwa kwethu”, watsho uBckc-
lcntloko kwezinyc. Kwakungckabikho nto ziyifumcncyo.

UTawusc: “Masibheke kwindawo cbcsikade sikuyo phambi
kokuba kubckho lo mgidi”.

“Ngckuba siyakuva koko silambilc”, yatsho cnyc inja, “siya
kufika njani kc kuloo’ ndawo?”

“Asikalambi kangangokuba singadc singakwazi nokuhamba
oku. Futhi ngomso ayisobc isweleke into yokutya”, wathctha
watsho uTawuse.

Zazingamashumi amahlanu anomvo ubuninzi bazo. Ukuwela
kwazo umlambo zabcthwa ngumoya obandayo, imizimba lc
yazo yarwaqcla. Esihiabeni uTawusc noBhaku noMthcndevu
bangcnc cmqolombeni ababckadc bclala kuwo. Azibanga
nakwancla apho zonkc.

“Noko ayifanclanga ukuba nini abahlala kwindawo cfudumc-
lcyo ukuzc thina sibc phandlc”, yatsho cnyc inja yascNjica.

“Ayinasizathu loo nto. Ngaphaya koko cmizini benityiwa
ziingqclc nilaliswa phandlc”, watsho uTawusc.

“Nithi masize kwcnzani kc apha kanti njc nani niza kuqhuba
kwangalc ndlcla bcbcqhuba ngayo abantu kuth’apha?” yabuza
le nja.

“Hayi, wena, le ndawo incinanc xa sithctha inyaniso”, wayica-
cisela uMthcndcvu.

“Kungani kc ukuba kungalali izinja ezibhityilcyo nczisclula
kuyo?”

Uhlc wayiqonda nayc uMthcndevu Ic nto, wabe sel’ezibizela
phandle czo zinja wabe cnazo ngaphakathi.
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Ilizwc ezazizalclwc kulo czi zinja lalithandwa kakhulu zimvula,
kungakumbi khona cntwasa-hlobo naschlotycni.

Yana ngaloo mhla zaziqokclclcnc apho csihlabcni kwasa
zimanzi. Ezazingadibene nccnkosi zazo zazingasafuni kuya
kumawazo sczizimisclc emfudukweni.

“Niyazi kc nonkc zinja ukuba asiphclclanga apha”, watsho
uTawusc. “Indawo csijongc ukuya kuhlala kuyo kusehlathini.
Siya kuthi xa imizimba ycthu scyifudumele sihambc. Ndiya-
thcmba ukuba siza kuhamba kakuhle, kuba ncmvula iyekile”.

Izinja zabona abantu bcsithi wayi-wayi bcsiya ngascmzini
wakuloBhaku, bcma isidala apho.

“Masiyc kwabaya bantu siyokuqonda ukuba kwcnzeka ntoni
na”, waziccla czinye uBhaku.

Zafika kukho ihashc clifilcyo. Yayilclomzi owawukwa kule
lali yascNtakana. Lathi kuba lalikufuphi ncmizi amadoda athi
maliruqclwe kudc ctafcni.

“Malcmbelwc ukuzc izinja czingafuni bantu zingalifumani”,
utshilo uKholisilc, egxclcshc uBhaku. “Nizibona zilapha njc
zincwasc lona”.

“Yinto cnganccdi nto loo nto kuba ziza kuligrumba nangobu-
suku kulelwe”, yatsho inkosi kaBhaku.

Yenzani ngokubona kwcnu kc”, wavuthulula izandla uKholi-
silc. Kuthunywe amakhwcnkwe ukuba alitsalclc cndlc, abopha
iinkabi zanc cmka nalo.

“Khanitsho kc Tawusc, Ic mizi nanikhala ngokuba niya
kuzakhcla iphi?” ubuzilc uKholisile czinjeni xa agodukayo.
“Nanixcla laa mingxuma nilala kuyo phaya csihlabcni?”

"Wcna lowo wakho wawakha ngcentsuku czimbini?” watsho
uTawuse.

“Hayi!”
“Singathini kc thina ukurnisa eyethu ngexcsha elifutshane,

nokuba uswcle into ongayithcthayo?”
“Ndiyakuva kc, kodwa into cndingayifuniyo yilc yokuba niyo-

kujikclcza umzi wam ngobusuku ndingasanithcmbanga kakuhlc”.
“Asozc siye kwakho, sawushiya loo mzana wakho siwubona”.
UKholisilc udibenc noXhonti cbalcka csiya czinjcni.
“Nawc ufuna ukuya kufcla apho ungaziyo?” watsho.
UXhonti wathi ezinjcni, “Bendiba senimkilc. Bcndiya kuva

kakubi xa riinokuya chlathini ningandazisanga”.
“Thina bcsisoloko sicinga ukuba akufuni kuhamba”, watsho

uTawusc.
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ISAHLUKO

7

Izinja zathi maziqalc ngokuya kutya ihashc
phambi kokuba ziyc chlathini. Zaya kulo
ilanga sclifuna ukuqina. Lalibekwc

kwindawo cvclileyo apho esihlabcni. Ziphawulc ukuba
kukho izinja czimbini ezihlcli ngakulo, kwakho ncsicuku
seentaka csingckude apho czinjeni. Zangxama zicinga ukuba
zinokufika liphelilc ihashe. Kuthc kanti czi zinja nguSibi noBa-
mbisela.

“Tyhini! scniligqibilc ihashe cbclilikhulu kangaka!” watsho
kubo uMthendevu cmangalisiwe.

“Hayi, alikaphcli. Naliya lityiwa ngamaxhalanga”, watsho
uSibi.

“Kaloku kutheni niliyckele czintakcni njc?”
“Akukho nja inokufumane isondele cmaxhalangcni, Mthc-

ndevu”, watsho uBekclcntloko emjongile.
“Ngokwenziwa yini? Izinja ziyoyiswa ziintaka kakadc?”
“Yiyckeni lc njana ayazi nto”, watsho uSibi chlcka.
UBckclentloko uthe makayc kuzisusa iintaka. Wcsuka waya

kuzo.
“Buya apho, Mthcndcvu ukuba akufuni kufa”, watsho unina.

“Uthi thina sihlcli apha nje sinantoni? Zizilwangangubo cziya
aziyontanga yanja. Ungacingi ukuba ziya kusuka zibalckc kuba
zibona wena”.
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“Kuya kudc kuthiwcni kc?” wafuna ukuqonda uMthcndcvu.
“Siza kulinda zidc zimkc”, waphcndula watsho uXhonti.
“Yinto yanini lcyo yokumka kwazo ndifuna inyama njc

mna?”
“Ziza kuhamba wcna zisakuhlutha”, watsho uXhonti.
Uthcthe kakhulu uMthendcvu noBckclcntloko cfuna uku-

qonda into cycnza ukuba izinja zoyiswc ngamaxhalanga.
“Uyabona, Mthcndevu”, wenjcnjalo uBekelentloko, “ixha-

langa asintaka ukomclcla. Linomlomo oquthu olukhuni. Libctha
kube kanyc csikhumbcni schashe sigrabhukc. Izinja zona oko-
kwazo ziintwana ezincinane kulo. Alifumanc lifc nokuba scli—
bcthwc cntloko ngabantu”.

Wakholclwa uMthcndcvu ukuba lc nto ithcthwa nguBckclc-
ntloko makubc yinyani xa izinja zinokudc ziyckc inyama ngcnxa
yokoyika iintaka.

“Ahlala phi amaxhalanga la?” wabuza kwakuBckclcntloko
uMthendevu.

“Ahlala cmahlathini”, waphcndula watsho uBckclcntloko.
“Eve ngantoni ukuba kukho ihashc clifilcyo apha?”
“Kuthiwa axclclwa ngamagwanga xa kukho into cfilcyo.

Endingazi kc nokuba loo nto injalo na kuba andiziqondi kakuhlc
izinto zecntaka”.

“Phofu izinja akazisukcli xa zingawakhathazi ?”
“Hayi. Uyawabona nangaya amanyc cntingela csibhakabha-

keni”, wamkhombisa uSibi, “ascza kwalapha nawo”.
Waqcthuka kc uMthcndevu cwakhcla umkhanya kuba ayc-

ngasclangcni, limphandla ke.
“Anamabala amnyama apha czimpikweni, nccntsiba zawo

zivulckilc”, waqaphcla uMthcndevu.
“Kaloku alungiselclwc ukuphapha”, watsho uBckclentloko.

“Uva kumana kusithiwa ‘Xhalanga climaphiko ankone njc’ kc,
Mthendcvu xa kubongwa ixhalanga, kuthcthwa loo mabala
asezimpikwcni”, wachaza uSibi.

“Asobc sifumanc amathambo kodwa?” wakrokra uBhaku.
“Kudla ngokuba njalo xa cmaninzi, loo nto ayaziwa”, watsho

uXhonti.
Amana ukuhlala ngamanyc kc, lithi lisitlii vu libc sclitakataka

lisiya chasliini, liwabhulc ngccmpiko lawo ebckadc elapho,
agoqe cbaleka. Onkc la sclcsitya osoloko ebalcka xa kukho
enfikayo. Ekubonakala ukuba ngumthctho into yokuba malikhc 
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lislicnxclwc lizanclisc ngcnto ctyiwayo nalo. Lixholc kc ngo-
mlomo lizc ncnyama, lihlchlc liyc kuhialela kudana.

UTawuse noBhaku noMthendcvu bayc kuhlala kwindawo
cyodwa bcsakudinwa kukuma ngecnyawo. Kuze inkwenkwc
kaKholisilc kubo ivcla ngakokwayo. UTawusc uyibuze into
cyoyiswayo kukho umntu ncxhalanga.

“Koyiswa ixhalanga”, yachaza.
“Kodwa wcna usoyiswa njc ngamaxhalanga?”
“Ndingubani mna ukuba ndingoyiswa ziintaka!”
“Nditsho kuba uscmncinane”.
“Uyaphazama. Thina bantu sisebcnzisa amaccbo xa sisilwa nczi

zinto ziscmhlabcni. Ukuba bcsingcnamaccbo iinkomo czi ngczi-
ngavumi ukulawulwa sithi. Niyazibona nani zinkulu kunathi,
umntu zingambulala ngcphanyazo xa zifuna”.

“Sincede kc uyc kusindululela laa maxhalanga aphaya chashi-
ni”, wayiccla uTawusc. “Singayi njc kulo sixinwc ngawo”.

“Niya kundinika ntoni ndisakuwasusa?” yabuza inkwcnkwc.
“Akukabikho zinto sinazo okwangoku. Uya kuzc uthi mhla

waya chlathini sikubambclc inyamakazi ckushiyayo”, wcnjc-
njalo uTawusc.

“Andifuni nokuyiva loo nto uyithcthayo. Aningczc nithi
bcningasafuni kusibambcla inyamakazi nisc phakatbi kwcthu
niyc kusibambcla scnizihlalcla ncdwa”.

“Inja inceda umntu oyinccdayo. Wcnzani ingathi akuqondi,
Bonani ?”

“Ndiza kunilungiselcla kc”, yatsho inkwcnkwc.
lyc cnkangcni, yakha olona swazi ilubonayo ukuba ludc.

Yaluxhuzula kwakathathu Iwaqhawuka. Zifunc ukubalcka izinja
zicinga ukuthi fancl’ukuba iza kubctha zona ngalo.

“Ningafumanc nixhale nina, andizi- kuncnza nto”, yatsho
ilugulula amagqabi.

Ithe yakugqiba yakha yaluva ubunzima balo.
“Lukhaphu-khapu”, yatsho, “kwayc lomile. Lc nto ndiza

kuycnza ifuna uswazi olumanzi olugobayo, kodwa ndiza kulinga
nangolu”. Izibizilc izinja ihamba ngokukhawuleza ngokungathi
ifuna inyama nayo. Abanyc abantu bathi besakucclwa into bayi-
thabathc ngamandla nomondc. Yayiscyidc yangathi inomsindo
lc nkwcnkwc nascnkangelckweni.

“Usitsalcla kuKholisilc”, wascbezela ogxa bakhc uMthendcvu.
“Ycka wcna ukuba unczo njongo siya kusukc sijike xa sisecalcni 
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lczindlu singadangc sibc ngaphambi kwazo. UKholisilc angafuna
ukusibctha xa esibona siscdwa”.

Uye kutsho nazo emthonjeni owawungakowabo uBonani
Lo mthombo amanzi awo ayengafumane atshe njc nokuba
sekubalele kakhulu. Ungene czindongcni ncntonga awaycyi-
phcthe, wemba umhlaba omanzi wawuwiscla phantsi cmanzini.
Uthc wakuphcla kwavcla udongwc olubomvu. Walukha Iwa-
luninzi.

“Uza kwcnzani ngolu dongwc?” wambuza uMthcndevu.
“Musani ukungxama nina niza kuyibona”, yatsho inkwcnkwc.
Iluthabathilc yaya kulubctha ematycni izama ukuba ludibanc.

Yabhcka cmaxhalangcni isakuqonda ukuba luyilc nto ibifuna
lubc yiyo. Bahambe phambili ngoku oMthcndcvu kanti babc-
scmva xa kwakusiyiwa cmthonjeni.

“Kufanelc ukuba akusekho nto injc ngcnyama phaya”,
waqikclcla uTawuse.

“lintaka ziphanga kangangokuba kungathi kubctha intlazana
zibc sczigqibc ihashc?” wabuza uBhaku.

“Andisenathcmba konke, scndobona ngoko xa siyifumana”.
Inkwcnkwc ilubckc phantsi udongwc Iwayo ngasczinjcni.

Yacuntsula intwana ngcsandla sasekhohlo yayibumba kakuhlc,
yaza yayifaka encamini yoswazi. Yaqala kc yatsawula. Akazanga
ahle cmkc amaxhalanga kuba yakha yawaphosa ixcsha clidc.
Yakhalazcla ukungangqinelani koswazi nengalo yayo. Yathi
isakuchana lalinyc aphapha onkc cmka. Yanguwashiywa izinja
ukuya chashini. Zafika inyama isckho, zatya. Zatlii zisakudikwa
czithanda ukuhlcza zazikhangelcla amathambo cziwaziyo. Nc-
nkwcnkwc yakha yaya kujonga, yabc yahamba indlcla yayo.
Wayibulcla uBhaku phofu kucaca ukuba akascnaxcsha kakuhlc,
ingqondo yakhe iscnyamcni. Iphelile inyama njenganto zonkc
ezityiwayo. UTawusc uthabathc amathambo amabini wawabcka
ecaleni.

“Siscthubcni lokuba sihambe ngoku”, watsho, “ilanga seli-
thambckilc, masizamc ukucutha umhlaba”.

“Siza kulala phakathi ehlathini kwanamhlanjc nokuba siza
kukhc sibc ngaphandlc kudc kubc ngomso?” wabuza uBhaku.

“Bcnisithi masithini nina?”
“Masingene namhlanjc”, wenjenjalo uMthcndevu. “Siza

kufika kuscsemini phaya. Bekunokuba nzima xa besinokufika
sekuhlwile singayazi ncndawo csingabhcka kuyo”.
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“Ezi njana zincinanc siya kuzithini zisakudinwa?” wafuna
ukuqonda uXhonti.

“Siya kuzibeka emqolo sixelise iimfene zibeleke abantwana
bazo”, watsho uBhaku.

“Ngawantoni loo mathambo asccaleni lakho, Tawusc?”
wabuza uBckclcntloko.

“Ngumphako wam lo cndiya kuwutya ngomso ehlathini”,
waxela uTawusc.

“Ubungatsho siziphathclc njc nathi kutheni?”
“Anizi kukhunjuzwa ndim ngczisu zchu”.
Uthc akutsho izinja czininzi zaya kuzithabathela amathambo.

Phofu ezinyc azizangc ziwakhathalclc. Ikho into yokuthi inja
isakuhlutha yinto ingacingi ukuba ingazc iphinde iyinqwenele
kwixesha elizayo. Usukilc uXhonti wathi cwishi ehamba ycdwa.

“Uyaphi?” wamkhwaza uTawusc.
“Ndiya ehlathini”, waxcla uXhonti. “Andiyithandi mna lc nto

kube kuthcthwa into cngaphcliyo. Eli xcsha sithcthayo apha
ngcsckukudala siyc kuwcla emlanjcni, ibc xa ndihamba indlcla
ndinga ndingasukc ndidc ndiye kufika apho ndiya khona”.

“Khawubuyc”, wambiza uTawusc. “Akunakulunga ukuba
sihambc ngokuhamba ngokungathi sixabenc”.

NoBambiscla ngoku nabo babcscbcwayckilc amathambo
nangona kwakungckho ndawo baya kuyo. Babengcnawo
nomncinanc umnqwcno wokumka noTawuse, kuba ngamanye
amaxcsha inja lc wcna ikhc ibe nchlombc xa kuscnziwa into ifunc
ukulinganisa.

“Sisanishiya kc ngoku, kwayc ndiyaqonda ukuba asisozc
sifumanc sinibonc njc”, wabhekisa koSibi uTawuse. “Kodwa
xa ndithctha inyaniso imbi into cniscnzc yona”.

“Eyiphi ngoku?” wabuza uSibi.
“Niyazibona ukuba czi zinja zizimiselc ukuya kuhlala nathi

zczascNjica. Asizazi. Kodwa sathi sisakuthi makufudukwc
azaba safuna ukuhlala nabantu. Ingqondo yenu yokungafuni
ukwahlukana nabantu icacisa ukuba anizithcmbanga ukuba
ningazc niziphilcle ngamandla cninawo. Isizathu csibangcla
ukuba uKholisilc angasiva xa sithctha nayc nini. Utlii nokuba
sihambilc akanamscbcnzi nathi, kuba zikhona izinja cziza
kumkhonkothela”.

Yangena le ntetho czindlcbeni zikaSibi. Nja ingazanga iyi-
nanzc nguBambiscla. Yena umthctho wakhc wayengakwazi 
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ukuzikisa ukucinga njengczinye izinja awayezclwe nazo. Izinto
ezaziphambili engqondwcni kuye yayikukukhonkotha nokutya.
Zihambile izinja czifudukayo. Indlcla yazo yayiza kubetha cmva
kwelali ababefudula bchlala kuyo oMthendevu. Baphuma abantu
bascNtakana bathi chasi phandle bczibukclc. Abantwana babc-
hleka ngokungathi kunmandi kubo kuba zishiya amakhaya abo.
Izinja nazo zazingathi zonwabilc, kodwa zisazi ngaphakathi
ukuba zimka ngentlungu.

“Ukuba ilizwc alifanga kungaba kukabini”, itshilo inkosi
kaBhaku xa zisukcla umzi wayo. “Kwayc xa ndikhangcle umzi
kanja awuzimisele ukubuya ngomva kwinto obuyithctha”.

Yayithctha ibhckisa kunmtu owayc kwangowelali.
Wcnze umkhulungwane uSibi scl’engakowabo. Wayejongc

kweli cala lalinezinja czifudukayo. Uye kuyc uKholisile wafika
wathi makawuyckc. Abantu bonkc bawuthiyile umkhulu-
ngwanc, kuba bathi uvakala kakubi ezindlebcni. Izinja zona
zixcla isizungu ngawo. OTawusc bawuva kuba babengekabi
kudc kwaKholisile. Kubckho indoda ekbwazayo scziza kudlula
kwimizi yokugqibcla.

“Uyathctha?” wasabcla uXhonti.
“Hayi ndibiza uTawusc”, yacacisa yatsho.
“Yintoni kuyc?” wabuza uMthcndcvu.
“Kukho into cbendifuna ukukhe ndiyiqondc kuyc”.
“Bcsikadc silapha nje ixcsha cli lonkc lo nmtu ubcsiyckclc

ni?” wacaphuka uTawusc.
“Akasazi ukuba singxamilc, kaloku ycna uscmzini wakhc”,

watsho uBhaku.
UTawusc ucclc uMthcndcvu noBhaku ukuba bamkhaphc

baye kuye. Wathi izinja ababchamba nazo mazibahndc.
“Nilumke ningabcthwa nguloo nmtu”, watsho uBckclc-

ntloko.
“Akanakuscnza nto, asimxhalclanga”, waxcla uTawusc.
“Hayi, Tawuse, bcndifuna ukwazi apho niya khona”, itshilo

lc ndoda yayibabizilc.
“Uza kwcnzani ngcndawo csiya kuyo?” walumka uTawusc.
“Ndibuza nje kuba lc nto ingumntu ikholwa kukuyazi indawo

cnczihlobo zayo”, yahambisa yatsho.
“Ngobani izihlobo zakho?”
“Nini”.
“Abantu baqalc nini ukuvana nczinja?”
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“Kudala. Nangoku mna kulc nqulcqhu ycnu nabantu bcndi-
soloko ndimi ngakuni”.

“Kuthcni ungazanga ukhc uvclc njc xa sixambulisana
nabo sikhalcla amalungelo cthu? Ubuvclana nathi ngentli-

• >>ziyo?
“Kanti ndihlala ndithulc ngabom ndiyiqonda yona into lc

bcniyenza ukuba ifanclckilc. Akukho mini cyodwa cnakha
naphazama ngayo, njcngokuba bcndimana ndiniva nixoxa njc.
Intw’ckhoyo ndingumntu ongcnabuciko bakuthctha. Yozc ithi
into ndiyibona ukuba ayihambi kakuhlc ndiyiyckc”.

“Ziphi czakho izinja?” wabuza uTawusc.
“Nanziya zihamba nani”, yazalatha cndlclcni indoda.
“Zikushiyclani?” wayicothozisa uTawusc.
“Ndazibona sczingasabuyi. Ngabana zazithc zabcka izikhalazo

zazo kum ngcndandizilungisclclc kuzo zonkc izinto czizi-
funayo”.

“Uyasiqhatha, mntundini”.
“Andiqhuli xa nditshoyo. Mna ndikholwa kukuba isilwanyana

csindiscbcnzclayo sihluthc sitycbc. Ndiza kuziycka kodwa ngoku
sczisimka njc. Ndisafuna ukuqonda ukuba ziva kuhamba zihambc
zithini na ckugqibclcni”.

“Nawe ukwanjengoKholisilc”, watsho uTawuse. “Ndiya
kuva nje apha cntethwcni yakho”.

“Tawusc! Masihambc!!” wamqhuba uMthendevu.
“Kusalungilc kc”, watsho uTawuse endodeni.

Waycngadanga ayixclclc apho basingisc khona kanye. Nayo
yayisc iyilibclc into ayabc ibabizcle yona. Uyc umntu lo atbi
cbccinga ukubuza umbuzo aqabuke scyinguyc ophcndulayo
kusakunaba intctho.

“Ekubonakala ukuba niya kulalisa cmpcla-zwc namhlanje, hi?”
yatsho indoda seyizinikele umva izinja.

“Scndidc ndanenkantsi ngoku”, wazibika uBckclcntloko
bcsakufika kuyc oBhaku.

“Akunakuthini. Usukc uthi usakuhlala phantsi ubuhamba
indlcla uvclclwc zizinto czininzi, ibc yodwa imikhinkqi, utyhafc
yonkc lc nto”, watsho uXhonti.

“Nitheth’ukuba ukusuka apha kufutshanc kuncnto okunga-
ycnzayo emizimbcni?” wabuza uBhaku.

“Nje ukuba uhambe okanyc ubalckc nokuba ngumganyana
omfutshane ibakhona into cvakaiayo”.
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Zithc zisakuyishiya ilali yascNtakana izinja zaya kufika cmla-
njcni. Zawela ezibukwcni zahlala kwinx’engapheshcya. Zakha
zascla ezinxaniweyo.

“Abangclwa yini ukuba amanzi la abcmdaka imvula xa isa-
ndula ukuna?” wabuza uBhaku.

“Njcngokuba isina njc imvula, amanzi la ayo akhukhulisa
umhlaba ayc kuwufaka cmlanjeni. Angacwcngi kc. Kanti naxa
sercscmlanjcni ayawuyaluzclisa umhlaba kuba ahamba nga-
mandla”, wamchazcla njalo uBckelcntloko.

UXhonti uyc clunxwcmeni, waza wathi nkxu umsila wakhc
cmanzini, waya koBckclcntloko uvuza, wafika wabatshiza
ngawo. “Xhonti ukuthanda ukudlala ngokungathi uyinjana”,
wangxola uBckclcntloko.

Ubc sel’ctsibcla cnyc injana uXhonti cyikrwcmpa, nalcyo
into cycnza ngokudlala. Zithc saa apha izinja, phofu zabuya
zahlanganisana zingabizwanga. UBckclcntloko ucingc ngecmini
awayckadc czingela ngazo kulo mlambo, wabuza kuXhonti
ukuba wakha waya na kwindawo ophuma kuyo.

“Hayi, andizanga ndiyc”, walandula uXhonti. “Kodwa ngo-
mnyc umnyaka ndajika scndikufuphi. Asizontaba ukuba ndc
apho”.

“Uncminyaka cmingaphi uzingcla?”
“Ukuba ayikho sixhcnxcni iscsibhozwcni”.
“Lidc elo xcsha”, wancoma uBckclentloko.
“Ndikhe ndivc abantu xa bethctha bcsithi wawubalcka oko

wawusclula”, watsho uMthcndcvu.
“Ndandingafumanc ndishiywc njc yinyamakazi”, wazixcla

uXhonti.
Zisukile apho izinja zcnyuka. Kubckho inqilo cliza kuzo.

Lakhala phambi kwazo.
“Abantu bathi loo ntaka ixcla ithamsanqa”, wachaza uXhonti.

“Kc asazi ukuba ithctha ni na apha kuthi”.
“Nakuthi ixcla lona”, watsho uTawusc.
“Ingaba lithamsanqa lantoni csiza kulifumana, Xhonti?”

wambuza uBhaku.
“Mhlawumbi intlalo ycthu iza kuba ntlc kule ndawo intsha

siya kuyo. Nditsho mna”, wcnjcnjalo uXhonti.
Zavuya izinja akutsho. Ziyalithanda ithamsanqa xa zihambc

indlela. Nomntu phofu unjalo. Kuthiwa nokudibana njc nomntu
amaziyo yinto cnkulu lcyo kuyc, nokuba akasazukumcnzela
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nto. Njcngokuba izinja izizilwanyana czithanda ukusukclana
nccntaka njc zayiycka lcyo, zisithi zinokuba zigxotha itamsanqa
lazo.

“Abantu aba babcqonda ngani ukuba xa into cthilc iscnza oku
noku ithctha ukuthi?” wafuna ukuqonda uMthcndevu.

“Andazi nam”, waphcndula uXhonti.
Ihainbc nazo kc iintaka zada zaya kutsho cmbambcni ychlathi.

Ihlathi cli zazijongc ukuhlala kulo lalikudc kwilali yaseNjica
ncyascNtakana. Zaziliqhclilc ezindala kuba kwakubc ngavcla
mnyaka ziyc kufika kulo. Imithi yalo ya'yixinenc, imidc. Kodwa
yayikho ncmifutshanc csakhulayo. Umhlaba wawuthambilc
kulo uscnziwa ngamagqabi cmithi avuthulukcla phantsi. Athi ke
csakuwa abunc, abole. Enzc into ibc ngathi kukho umgquba kc
ngoku. Kwakukhathaza ukusoloko kufumilc, ngcnxa yento
yokuba ilanga lalingcnakho ukuwugqatsa umhlaba lisithwa yimi-
thi. Phakathi kulo kwakukho amawa. Ngezantsi kwawo ingu-
mfulana owawunkcenkceza amanzi. lintsunguzi zazininzi ku-
hamba abantu ngabantu kuzo bezc kufuna izinto ngezinto.
Zazintathu iilali czazimelene nchlathi. Izilwanyana necnyamakazi
zazingenganganto. Babcbonc zona oTawusc ukuzc bacinge
ukuza kuhlala apha nje. Kwaba nzima chlathini zisakungcna
kanyc izinja zithubcleza phantsi kwcziphingo, zifuna ukudc
ziyc kufika cmaweni.

“Nizc nilumkclc iinyoka”, watsho uXhonti. “Ukuba inja
ikhc yatyiwa yinyoka apha iya kufa”.

“Akunaycza ulaziyo lento ctyiwc yinyoka?” wabuza uBhaku.
“Likhona cNtakana”, waphcndula uXhonti.
“Ndingathi nokuba scndibalckc ndaya kulikha xa kukho inja

cyenzakcleyo ndibuye scyifilc”.
“Niyazi ukuba umzimba wam sowunamanyumnyezi ngoku

ngokungathi scndiyibona inyoka”, wazixela uMthcndcvu.
Ziwabonile amawa sezikufuphi nawo. UBckclentloko ujongc

phczulu kuwo cjonga njc phofu.
“Kakadc amawa la aycscnziwa ngubani?” wambuza uMthc-

ndcvu.
“Andiwazi”, waphcndula uBckelcntloko.
“Ndihlala ndicinga ukuba ngamatyc aqengqclcka kudala aza

kuma ndaweninyc”.
“Ukuma oku kwawo ngathi kwakusakhiwa uthango”,

waqhaphcla uMthcndcvu.
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Tbc yayizintango zantoni ezi zindc kangaka?” Yayizczec-
ndlovu?”

“Ewc, kunganjalo,”
“Suka, Mthcndcvu akukho nto iyilcyo apha. Musa ukufu-

manc uvume.”
Apha phambi kwamawa kwakukho isithuba csibanzi csi-

ngenamithi. Zahlala kuso ke izinja. Kwathi ngongcwalazi
uXhonti wazcnzela amabali akudala zada zalala. Yaba nguyc
inja ephaphama kuqala cbusuku.

“Kanenc ndilclc endlc”, wacinga.
Kukhale uMthendevu, wamshukumisa, wathi, “Yintoni?”
"Andiphuphi ndisukelwa nguKholisilc ngomkhonto”, watsho

uMthendevu.
“Ingathi ndiscmzini wakhc. Andiyazi into ebcsithctha ngayo

saza saxabana. Lc nto indikhalisayo ngoku kukuba ndibcngazama
ukubalcka akukho ndlcla, ibe ndimbona ukuba uya esondela
neokukhawulcza cza kundihlaba”.

“Uphuphc kakubi”, watsho uXhonti.
Ekuvukcni kwazo kusasa izinja yaba yilcyo yazizulcla chlathini.

UBekcIentloko noTawuse noMthendevu noBhaku babchamba
kunyc. Babona indlu awayebambcla kuyo iimbila amakliwenkwc
xa eyokuzingela. Amakhwcnkwc aycsithi akuba sehlathini
ayckunqanda iimbila apbo azibhaqc khona, zizc zithi ngoku-
balcka zifune iindawo zokuzimcla zizc kungena kulc ndlu zici-
nga ukuba ngumngxuma. Azivalelc kc, azibulalc. Yayingcnku-
Iwanga ingcndc kanjalo. UBckclcntloko wamangaliswa kuku-
fumana ukuba kukho izilwanyana czihlala kuyo. Ngaphakathi
kwakuzele iiinbuphu ezininzi kanti nangaphandlc kwakubona-
kala amathambo.

“Kucaca ukuba zikhona izilwanyana czihlala apha”, watsho
uBhaku.

“Zc siklie sizc apha cbusuku sizokuzikhangela. Ukuba siqo-
ndilc ukuba singazoyisa siyithabathc lc ndawo ibe ycyethu
silalc kuyo”, wacebisa uMthcndcvu.

“Kungalunga na xa sinokuqclclana nczinyc izinja?” wabuza
uBhaku.

“Ayinamscncnzi loo nto. Asinakusoloko sihlcli ndawonyc naxa
kungekho lutshaba”.

Zikhc zahlala emthini owawunqamlczc phantsi phambi
kwendlu lcyo. Kuvakclc umgqumo omkhulu, watsho kwashu-
kuma umhlaba nayo yonkc into ckuwo. Zakhangcla ukuba sisilo
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sini na csi silizwi likhulu kangaka. Kwavcla iingonyama czimbini.
Phofu zona zazingckaziqondi zinja. UBhaku noTawusc no-
Mthcndevu babalcka baya kungcna cndlwini.

“Bekelcntloko! Yiza!!” wambiza uMthcndcvu.
Wayesathalalisilc uBckclcntloko. Uyc kungcna kc nayc.

UBhaku wabophclcla isivalo ngentambo cyayijinga apho kuso.
lingonyama ziyijikelczilc indlu zisakufika kuyo, yangathi iza
kusuka iwc zisakugqumcla kufutshanc. Zizisolc sezingaphakathi
izinja zathi akwaba zazingaphumanga cmawcni. Yabc loo nto
ingasanccdi nto.

“Ndiyarana ngathi ikho inyamakazi ckhoyo apha”, itshilo cnyc
ingonyama ngclizwi clidokodoko ckubonakala ukuba yayiyi-
nkunzi.

“Uvc ntoni na?” wabuza umlinganc wayo.
“Ndiva kukho into cgungquzayo. Khawuyckc ndikhangcle ’.
“Kuthcni khona kuvaliwe nje apha kanti kuhlala kuvuliwc?”
“Bcndisitsho nje!” Yazibona izinja ingonyama cnclizwi cli-

khulu.
“Yinyamakazi ni?” yafuna ukuqonda cnyc.
“Ayinye, zininzi”.
“Akungcbi sincedakclc xa sinokufumana iinyamakazi singa-

khanga sibalckc”.
“Bcsiya kuzifumana njani kc ngokuya ubusala ukuza apha?”
“Hayi, bcndingasenathcmba lokuba singazc sizuzc nto. Scku-

kudala sagqibcla ukubamba inyamakazi aplia. Ndicinga ukuba
kwakusckwindla. linyamakazi zcli hlathi azisczi apha kule ndlu.
Nczi ndiyaqonda ukuba asizozalapha”.

Ngoku zithc zahlala ngascmnyango iingonyama.
“Kwakudinwa izinyo namhlanje kukuhlafuna”, yaxela ingo-

nyama enelizwi clikhulu.
“Ungaqale utsho”, latsho iqabanc layo.
“Siya kuthini ukuzc siphumc apha?” wascbcza uTawuse nga-

phakathi.
“Siya kuhamba zisakumka iingonyama”, waphcndula uBckc-

lentloko.
Zazisithi zisakuya cmnyango izinja zizibonc zilclc, zibuye

umva zibcngathi ziza kuzivusa. UTawusc uthc czinjeni ufuna
ukuthctha nazo izilo zibayckc bahambe.

“Ziyeke”, watsho uMthcndevu. “Singalala nalapha akukho
sizathu”.
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Axuxuzela amathumbu czinja ukuqina kwelanga cxcla uku-
lamba. Amathctnba okuba zingazc ziyc cmawcni ngaloo mini
ayephclile kuzo.

“Ningobani na aba bahleli phatnbi komnyango?” wabuza
uTawuse. Umbambc cmlonyeni uMthcndcvu scl’egqibilc uku-
wathctha loo mazwi.

“Singokumkani beli hlathi nikulo”, yachaza ingonyama enc-
lizwi clikhulu. “Kusckho iinyamakazi czingasaziyo?”

“Ukuba kumkani kc kukuba njani?”
“Singabaphathi balapha”.
“Injongo yokusivalcla oku iyintoni zininzi kangaka nje

iindawo eningaya kuzo?”
"Silinde nina nidc niphumc”.
”Obu bukumkani bcnu nanibunikwa ngubani?”
“Sabuzuza ngokoyisa zonkc ezinyc izilwanyana”.
"Yithini kc ningokumkani bomhlaba ningatsho ukuba ninga-

behlathi”.
“Besixcla nje Ic ndawo nikuyo”.
UMthcndevu ucclc uTawuse ukuba athulc.
“Ingaba niyakwazi na ukukhulula intambo cqhiniweyo?”

wahambisa watsho uTawusc.
“Kutheni le nto usibuza loo nto?’
“Ndibuza njc”.
"Hayi, asikwazi”.

Waqonda uTawusc ukuba kusameke kakuhlc isakutsho.
Isivalo sasingaqhinwanga ngentambo cyomelclcyo. Amakhwe-
nkwc aycthabathe njc antaxolo cmitlii ayaluka.

"Ukuba asiphumi apha niya kuthini?” watsho uTawuse.
“Siya kuhlala apha kudc kubc nini”, yaphendula ingonyama.
Uziycke sekungoratya olukhulu uTawusc, wayesel’eve ngo-

kwaneleyo. Kwathi kanti uMthendevu lo wayemana cmnqanda
nje wayescl’cneccbo alicingayo.

“Mna ndibona ukuba masithi xa sckuscbusuku zilele sigrumbc
indlu lc ngcmva siphumc sibalckc kusakubakho isikroba”,
watsho uMthcndcvu.

“Siya kwazi njani xa zilcle?” wabuza uBhaku.
“Siya kuqikclcla njc ukuba zilelc”.
Ezirtzulwini zobusuku zaqalisa kc izinja zawuphanda umhlaba.

Umngxuma wawuza kuba ngaphantsi kodonga. Lona zazinga-
funi kuluchukumisa zisoyika ukuba lungasukc luwe. Ugrumbc 

96



uMthendevu wada waya kuma ngamagxa cmngxunyeni.
Zazibalisana, itlii isakudinwa cnyc kungenc enyc. Ekuphindcni
kwakhe uMthcndcvu watsho watshona wonkc kwasala umsila
wodwa, kodwa nangoko waycngekagqobhozcli ngaphandlc.
Into eyaba mbi kukuphelelwa kwazo ngamandla. EmvakoMthc-
ndcvu kwathatliisa uBhaku owabctha ngamandla kangangokuba
zada zamnqanda czinye zathi makcnzc kancinane.

Wacoselela kc kwada kwavcla ukukhanya. Wazixelela izinja
ukuba umngxuma uphumelc. Zaya kuziboncla ngokwazo nazo.

“Khawuqhwayc, Bhaku ubhekisc phambili”, wamcela uTa-
wuse.

Into eyamxakayo uBhaku kukubuyela komhlaba ngaphakathi.
Wawukhupha kodwa wada waba uyaphela. Yazivuyisa lc nto
yalo mngxuma nangona zingazanga zithethe.

“Ngubani inja cza kuphuma tanci?” wabuza uMthendcvu.
“Masingalibazisi”.
“Asindim”, wazilandula uTawusc cbhekela kudc apha emngxu-

nycni.
“Akukho nja ibckhe yathi nguwe”, watsho uBhaku.
“Makuphume wena, Bckelcntloko”, wamnyumba uTawusc.
“Ngokuba kutheni?” wabuza uBekclcntloko.
“Wena umdala, ufanclc ukuba usikhokcle xa kukho into esi-

ngayiqondiyo”.
“Niya kuncama ukuba ningathi nizalwa izolo cli nizamc uku-

qhatha mna”.
“Nini abamclwe kukukhusela mna, kuba nina nisclula nisena-

mandla. Ndisengangani mna ndandingavumi ukuba izinja
czingaphambili kum zirecwe nto. Zazinjalo zonke izinja ezazizi-
ntanga zam. Ngoku ixesha lelenu, anifuni kulandcla eklrondwcni
lethu. Into cniyijongileyo kuba kufe thina kuqala. Kodwa ndiya-
qonda ukuba le nto niyithcthayo niyithcthiswa kukuba ninga-
zalwa ndim. Ukuba bcninoSibi apha bcningazukutsho ukuba
mayibe nguyc phambili”.

“Uza kusala wedwa apha kc Bckelcntloko”, wenjcnjalo uMthe-
ndevu. Uzuze kusihlangula sisakubanjwa ziingonyama”.

Wayethetha nje eqonda ukuba akanakuzc abancede. Uye
enmgxunyeni uMthendcvu wafika wathubeleza waya kutsho
ngaphandle. UBhaku noTawuse abakhawulczanga bamlandela
befuna ukuva into eza kwenzcka, kanti naye akazanga abalinde
esithi iingonyama zingafika csemile. Ontanga bakhe baphuma
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bengasamboni. Nakubo indlela yaba ntle. UBckclcntloko wa-
phuma mgqibcli, waya kufohleka emithini ngcnxa yobutyhuthu-
tyhuthu, kwaza kwakho ingxolo eycnziwa ngamasebe. Zavuka
iingonyama zajikela emva kwendlu. Zambona csaphinziza
kufutshane, zamsukela. Wabaleka gqitha engasabalekeli zingqo-
ndwcni. Ukhwele emthini, kwaza kwaqhuzuka isebc sel’-
cphezulu waya kubctheka phantsi wazifisa.
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ISAHLUKO

8

Yagquma ingonyama ephambili xa
imalunga naye. Ngethamsanqa zidlule
zombini kuye zilahlekwe ngumkhondo.

Mhlawumbi zazisezisiva owoTawuse singazi. Uthe nca phantsi
uBekelentloko efuna zikhe zibe kude. Wabuya wesuka waba-
leka, wathabatha ndlela yimbi engasazi nalapho aya khona.
Uzivile iingonyama zisitsho kude. Wema efuna ukuqonda indawo
le akuyo. Ube ngazama ukuya kufika emaweni akabi nakho.
Ngangovalo awayenalo wayesothuswa nazizikhondo zemithi.

Kwakukhe kuvuke nenyamakazi phambi kwakhe ibaleke
naye abalekc.

“Into eya kundilungcla kukuba ndikhangele indawo endinga-
lala kuyo kude kuse khon’ukuze ndiyibone indlela”, wacinga.

“Ndiya kusuka ndizibone sendigaxeleka ezingonyamcni ukuba
ndiya kube ndihamba emnyameni”.

Wahlala ngasemthini omkhulu. Wathi kusakuba kusile wabheka
emaweni ke. UBhaku noTawuse wafika sebelapho. Inja eya-
fika mva nguMthendcvu. Zabalisa apho izinto ezazisenzeka ngo-
busuku.

“Akukho nyamakazi nikhe nayibamba izolo, Xhonti?”
wabuza uMthendevu.

“Hayi”, walandula uXhonti. “Nathi ngokwethu silele singa-
tyanga”.
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“Bcscsinethemba njengokuba ningabuyi njc sisithi niza kuza
ncnto”.

Kubckho impunzi ebalckc yeza kuma phambi kwamawa.
MhJawumbi yayisiza kwindawo eyiqhclilcyo. Zayijoka izinja.
lyc kungcna czindongeni czinde icinga ukuba izinja azinakungcna
apho. Zonke izinja zcma phczu kwccndonga ngokungathi zazi-
bhungiscne. UBckclcntloko uthumc ezincinane ukuba ziyibambe
ziyibulalc. Inja engazanga ivumc nguTawuse, ycna cfuna
ukuyilalcla ingaphumi ibalekc. Yakhala impunzi zisakuyiba-
mba.

“Kumaxa nindawoni na, Mthendcvu?” wabuza uTawuse
cthubeni encina amehlo. Waycyiva isitsho ngclizwi chphantsi.
Wayengayiboni nakakuhlc izinja ziyisithilc.

“Sckuza kulunga”, wamchazcla watsho uMthendevu. “Noko
Tawusc ingathi utsha ziintambo”, watsho.

“Akukho nokungathi”, watsho uTawuse. “Singathi sikhc
saphoswa yile nyamakazi sifc yindlala”.

Kubc kwaphuma ilizwi lisithi “Amandla angakuthi”.
“Yizani nayo kaloku”, wayibiza uBekelentloko.
Ziyiqabelisilc ngaphczu kwecndonga izinja zaya kuyitya.
“Ndiva kakubi kukuba ndize endle sendigugilc”, wazisizela

uXhonti, esitya.
“linto zonkc zinamaxesha azo. Akungezc uzikhathaze ngenxa

yokuba wawukadc uscbcnzcla ojongani”, wamxolisa uBckcle-
ntloko. “Ukukhula kwenu zazingekho ezi ngqondo zokuziphi-
lcla, zivelc nczi njana.”

“Akukho nto phofu nokuba scsiza kufa thina. Scsivuyiswa njc
kukuba izinja ziyibonile indlela”, watsho uXhonti.

“Ndinento cndiyicingayo”, watsho uMthendevu. “Kufuncka
ngokuhlwa khe siphumc siye kuba iigusha cmizini”.

Zamvumela izinja.
“Ubusithi singazifumana phi kc?” wambuza uBahku.
“Bendisithi mna masibheke kwaKholisile”.
“Nam ndikwelo lakho, Mthendevu”, watsho uTawusc.
Zikhe zaphikisana izinja, iyilcyo ifuna kuyiwe kumzi eyayi-

vcla kuwo. Kaloku izinja czi zazizazi iigusha zeendawo ezazivcla
kuzo ukutyeba kwazo, ke zizinqwencla. Zayekcla koMthendevu,
kuba basuka bathi kusaza kuyiwa kuyo yonke imizi cneegusha.
UMthendevu waziqhuba izinja kusakuhlwa, wathi makusalc
iinjana ezintathu emaweni kunye noXhonti.
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“Andinakho ukuba ndingahlala apha kuhanjwa”, wala
uXhonti.

“UKholisilc lowa wandisebcnzisa gqitha cngckabikho uSibi.
Ndifuna ukuba kukhe kubckho into endiyifumana sisulu
kuye”.

“Uya kuthini ke xa kuza abantu?” wazama ukuqonda uBckc-
lentloko.

“Uya kukwazi na ukubalcka njcngathi?”
“Nokuba bandifumcnc bandibulala akunani, sendigugilc

kakade”, wenjcnjalo uXhonti.
“Hayi, kc xa ungafuni kuhlala asinakukunyanzcla. Thina ngo-

kwcthu besiba siyakubonclcla kuba umdala”.
“Phofu wcna ndinayo ingqondo cthi umntu akanako uku-

ndizuza nokuba ndingaka”.
Nccnjana zathi azinakusala, zisoyika ukuba zodwa zona.
“Mna ndithi kufanclckilc ukuba uXhonti lo makahambc”,

watsho uTawuse. “Nanjcngcnja cnamava kulungile ukuba aso-
loko cphakatbi kwcthu”.

Izinja azizanga ziphumc ngcxesha czazilicinga, kuba zakha
zalibala kukuthetha. Zivc abantu ababetha amakhwelo sczi-
sesiphelwcni sehlathi.

“Abo bantu ngahle bakhangela thina”, wakrokra uBhaku.
“Babc bacinga ukuba bangasibona njani kuhlwile njc?”

wabuza uMthcndcvu.
UBckclcntloko uziyalclc ukuba ziyc kumlinda ngaphandlc

kwchlathi izinja. Yena wachwcchwa csondcla cbantwini. Akuva
kugawulwa waqonda ukuba inokuba ngabantu abazc kufuna
amahlahla.

“ ’Ze nigawule nigawulc nindishiyelc nam imithi lcyo”,
wakhwaza cdlala phofu.

Waya kuzifumana izinja sczingqengqile ngaphandle kwehlathi.
“Singaya kufika kwaKholisile sibuye ngethuba xa sisela-

pha?” wathandabuza uTawusc.
"Akukabikho busuku noko”, waqonda uBhaku.
“Masingabi saya kwaKholisilc”, watsho uBckclcntloko. “Ku-

yanqencka ukuhamba. Masikhangelc imizi cneegusha kule ikufu-
tshanc nehlathi”.

“Indawana cya kuba mbi yile yokuba asiyazi le mizi”, watsho
uMthcndcvu, “kanti kulcya yascNtakana besiya kusuke singqalc
ezintangwcni singalahlcki. Apha sinokuya nasendlwini sisithi 
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sisibaya, sibethwe ke ngabantu. Anditsho kodwa ukuba maku-
ngayiwa”.

Zihambile zaya kutsho ngasezintangweni kumzi oscngingqini.
Ngelishwa izinja zalo mzi zakhonkotha zingckadc zibe nandlela
yakufumana gusha. Zemka.

“Zingathini czi zinja sizokubcla abantu zibc zona zisithintela?”
wamangaliswa uTawuse.

“Xa kunje siza kubheka phi?” wabuza uMthendcvu.
“Siza kuphindela ehlathini kungekho gusha siyibhaqilcyo”,

waphawula uBhaku. “Zonke izinja zizakwenza le nto”.
Ezo zaziziphazamisile zazisakhonkotha kodwa zingade zizc

kuzo.
‘Inene niya kufcla apho ningazangc nive bumnandi cmhla-

bcni”, waziqalekisa uTawuse.
“Hayi, musa ukukhwaza ebusuku apha, Tawuse!” wamnqa-

nda uBekclentloko. “Yona ntoni loo nto?”
“Uza kuvusa abantu bclcle”.
Ngoku ziye kuma ngezantsi komzi ongentla kwalo zaziqale

kuwo. Zacinga ngendlela ezinokuya kungena ngayo, zingasafuni
ukufumane zizibhakaxc njc.

“Lo mzi ingathi mkhulu”, waqaphcla uBhaku. “Ibc izityebi
ziyathanda ukugcina izinja czininzi”.

“Siya kubona phambili. Bathi abantu xa bathcthayo ‘isiziba
siviwa ngodondolo’ ” wamomclcza uMthcndcvu.

Umzi wawubonakala nscthunzi cmnvamcni ubukhulu bawo.
UBekclentloko ucebise ukuba mabangaveli ngasemoyeni kuba
esitlii banokuviwa bcsckude zizinja zawo.

“Khanime”, wcmisa uTawuse. “Siza kuqhuba luhlobo luni?
Iza kuba “yileyo inja izibambele eyayo igusha?”

“Bcndibona njalo mna”, watsho uBhaku.
“Makubiwe igusha ibcnye”, wenjenjalo uBckelcntloko. “Ziya

kusixaka xa zininzi”.
Zide zayakufika ecaleni leentango zingabonwanga nto.

Uthe xa uBhaku eza kuvela phczu kwamatye kwancwina iinko-
mo zisctyisa. Zaqonda ke ukuba bobcnkomo obu, esibaya sona
soba scsiya sithe qekc phaya apha abuhlanti. UBekelcntloko
ubalekc waya kuncathama kuso, zaza nezinye izinja zamlandela
nganyc.

UBekelentloko wathi, “kuza kungena mna esibayeni. Ukuba
igusha endithe ndayibamba ibc lula ndiya kuqabela nayo nga-
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phezulu, kanti ukuba indisindile ndiya kuyinikela nina”.
Zanqwala jzinja ngeentloko zicacisa ukuba ziyaqonda.

Zazibonana kakuhle, uCandubusuku cnze kwakhanya. Wakhwela
kc uBekelentloko phezu kwamatye. Akujonga wafika iigusha
zithe gwaqa zilelc. Zazigqibc isibaya sonke. Wafikelwayingcinga
ethi: kazi ndiya kubamba etycbileyo na? Uthingazilc apho umzu-
zwana. Isazela sikho nasezinjcni xa ziza kuthabatha into ezi-
ngayinikwanga. Kuthe kanti noXhonti unazo iingcinga zika-
Bekelentloko, wambamba cnqineni wathi,
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“Uzc ukhangcle cnokuthi itycbc”.
“Akanakuba nalo clo xcsha emzini womntu apha”, waxela

uBahku. “Mycke uza kumlibazisa sidc sibhaqwc. Yigusha ctyc-
bilcyo obc uyikhathalelc ngani leyo?”

Uziqinisile uBekelentloko njcngcgora watsho umtsi wamnyc
waya kuwa phczu kwcgusha. Yathi ixhathalaza izama ukuvuka
wabc sel’ eyiniokomelc ingenandlela yakubaleka. Zidungukilc
iigusha zaya kucukana ndawonyc zisakubona oko. Zangqisha.
Zazibona ukuba kukho igusha cbanjwc yinja, into ke ezoyiki-
sayo. Uyifunqulc uBckclentloko waphumcla nayo ngaphandle.
Kwakungona zikhonkothayo izinja zomzi ckwakubiwa kuwo.
Zaxhwakra kancinanc czascndlc zisithi ziza kubuyc zilalc. Igusha
iswkc yaxhuzula ikhala izama ukuphuncula. Izothusile lc nto
izinja zascndle kangangokuba zakha zafuna ukubalcka.

“Niya kuthini ngoku ukufuna ukundishiya ndedwa negusha?”
uzibuzile uBckclcntloko.

“Ungayilahli njc kutheni?” wabuza uTawuse.
“Anisayifttni nganto na nina ngoku?”
Ukhawulezc wajika uMthendevu waya kuye. Yamkhaba

igtisha emlonyeni watsho wamumatha. “MH!” watsho.
“Nceda undityathisc apha”, wamccla uBckclcntloko.
Izinja zasekhaya ziyc czantsi kwcsibaya zalwa nczi zascndlc.

UBckclentloko tmdlandlathckc nayo igusha czishiya apho.
“Ningahlchli, nixolclc ukuba nifc kube kanyc”, watsho

uMthcndcvu. Ycna wayengacingi ukubalcka xa kuliwayo,
nokuba wonile. UTawusc waycdibenc ncnja cngaphczulu kuyc
ngamandla nangobudala phofu yayingeyontanga yakhc. Yakha
yambamba yambctha phantsi, wavuka cgxadazcla. Ingxolo
czaycnzayo yabangcla ukuba kude kuvtikc namadoda czc
kukhangela tikuba kwcnzcka ni na. Kaloku izinja zizinto ezithi
ukuba ziyalwa zifundckclc kakhulu. Amadoda ayckrokrcla
ukuthi zinokuba zibambc imfenc, isilwanyana csikholisa uku-
tyclcla cmizini ngobusuku. Afumcnc iziznja zodwa czilwayo,
kwayc cngazazi apho zivcla khona czinyc czi.

“Kungakhangc kuxhclwc njc kuya kuthini ukuba kubckho
izinja czingezizo czalapha ekhaya, apho ngcndisithi ezi zingezo-
zakuthi zizc kuchola amathambo?” wamangaliswa umninikhaya.

“Mhlawumbi bczize njc kwczakuthi kwaza kwaxatyanwa”,
baqashcla abafana.

Bazilamle bczibiza ngamagama azo czabo. Yayisd’ ingu- 
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mbodamo apho bcngayazi ncyona iycyakokwabo. Ezasendle
zibhckc chlathini zisakwahlulwa. Bazibuzilc abantu czabo ukuba
zilwela ni na, zakhala ngcgusha cmkilcyo.

“Im . . . im . . . imkc nantoni ?” wathintitha cbuza umninimzi.
“Ithatyathwc ycnyc inja”, zaxcla. “Sisilwa njc scyihambc

nayo”.
“Ncnzc kakubi ngokungayisukcli”, wazigxcka. “Nisukc

nalibala zizinja czingcnagusha”.
“Inokuba ayikabikho kudc”, zatsho izinja.
“Tsa-a-a-a!” afunza amadoda. Aphuma kwicala ezaziphumc

kulo ezo zasendlc chamba nczawo, kodwa akakhe atsho ukuzi-
bona. Endaweni yokuya ngaschlathini asuka agudla imizi
esithi ingaba zczclali lc yawo.

Afuna czingqaqcni nasezingcni kwada kwakusasa. Ayccinga
ukuba angabhaqa nokuba lixhwayclo. Athi akungafumani mkho-
ndo cmizini cgqitha ckhangcla ukuba akanakubona zinja zixha-
phc gazi na. Azabikho. Ukubuycla kwawo ckhaya kwakungona
afuna ingcombolo czinjeni zawo. Waycsoloko ckhuza into cnga-
phclc ndawo umninimzi, kucacilc ukuba wcnzakclc ngokwc-
nyani, nangona waycncmfuyo cninzi. Kuthiwa isitycbi asifuni
kulahlckelwa nayintwana.

“Ezi zinja bezilapha nikhc nizibonc?” waqondisisa kwczakhc.
“Hayi”, zalandula. “Bcsinokudc sizazi xa bekuscmini”.
“Aniboni cbusuku?”
“Hayi”.
“Aba bantu niyc nibakhonkothc emnyamcni nilapha ekhaya,

bona behambcla kude nibabona njani?”
“Sukubc kukho umthinzi. Kanti nokuba scside saya kuye

umntu asikwazi kwahlula ukuba ngubani na”.
“Iziphunzi nczihlahla ningazikhonkothi njc zona ziyimithinzi

kutheni ?”
“Zimilc. Umntu uyacaca kuba uyashukuma. Nayc phofu

ukhc egqithc singamqondanga okanye sothukc sel’ elapha
njcngczi zinja bczilapha”.

“Ukususcla namhlanjc zc nikhonkothc konkc okushukumayo,
nokumilcyo” wazinika lo myalclo umninimzi.

“Njcngokuba isihlahla singazi kugqitha njc uthctha ukuba
zcsikhonkothc dc kusc?” zabuza izinja.

“Ewc, kuba zikhona izinto ezinoburalarumc cziza kuncathama
kuso”.
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“Ingaba asozc zivc buthongo”.
“Ningasuka nilalc cmini xa amascla engckczi kuba .
Amadoda akhc aya csibayeni, aqwalascla czigushcni. Afuma-

nisa kukho inkabi cngckhoyo.
"Yilc gusha kanyc bcndiba ndiya kuyixhcia cbusika kusaku-

khithika le imkilcyo”, watsho umninimzi. “Umhlola onjc uya-
qala ukwenzcka. Izinja bczifudula ziyitycla phaya endle igusha
zingadc zizc kuyirola esibaycni. Siza kuma kakubi xa singazi
kuba nandawo yokugcina impahla ycthu. lintango besicinga
ukuba ycyona ndawo yokuyikhuscla”.

Ngoko babesathctha abantu ababclahlckclwc, izinja zascndlc
zazihlcli ekungencni kwehlathi. Igusha zaziyibulclc kwangoku-
hlwa. Into eyayibangclc ukuba zingayi cmawcni kukoyika
ukuba zingadibana namaramncwa azoyisayo, ayihluthc ke. Inja
ayithandi kuphulukana ncnto scl’iyiphcthc nokuba iyibile na.
lyc ibaleke nayo ngoku umniniyo selcsithi mayiyibeke. Zithe kc
makube kho izinja ezihamba phambili zijonge into cnokuthi ibc
sisithintelo cndleleni yazo. Igusha yaphathwa nguTawusc no-
Mthendevu bcbambiscne ngayo. Bathi bcsakudinwa banika 
ezinyc izinja. Zayitya kc inyama yaphcla ngaxcsha linyc. Zancoma
ubumnandi bayo. Kukho czada zathi zatya ncsikhumba. Naso
zasifumana sinamafutha csinawo kungafani nokuhlala.

“Izinja czikulc mizi bcsikuyo ziza kusikhathaza”, watsho
uBckelcntloko cbambc ithambo ngcntupha.

“Ndiyayibona loo nto. Maziyckwc zihlalc phaya. Asiyi kuba-
nalo ixcsha lokusoloko sigaya. Ukugaya oku kunzima. Unya-
mezela iintctho czibuhlungu kwczi zinja uhamba udibana nazo”,
loo mazwi aphuma kuTawusc.

“Azi ukuba baphi na oBambiscla nenkosi yabo?” watsho
uBhaku.

“Ubacinga ngani bcthu?” wambuza uBckclcntloko.
“Ndibakhunjuzwa zczi zinja sithctha ngazo”.
“Bonwabilc nccnkosi zabo czo”, waxcla uTawuse.
“Uya kuzc athini bcthu uKholisile mhla sangcna kwakhc?”

wamangaliswa uBekelcntloko.
UMthcndcvu uvcle wahlabcla ingoma cscnziwa kukuchwa-

yita. Yayisithi: “Ingwc sayibamba sayiycka, nantso ibalcka,
yilcqeni!” zabc sczimlandcla czinye izinja. Ngoku ziyckc nama-
thambo czazihlcza zcza kuyc zakha isangqa. Zaxhcntsa. Zazimi
ngemilcnzc yangascmva zimana ukuwisa kunyc ngccntloko.
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Zazizckclcla ukombcla kwazo. “ Vi-i-i-i-tyi! Vi-i-i-i-i-tyi!”
wantyontya ikhwelo uXhonti cthabatha uswazi aza kumisa
ngalo. “Nivcla kudc zinjandini. Nayishiya imizi yabantu kuba
ningckabuycli kuyo kunanamhla. Nifanclwc kukuba nikhulu-
lckc kuloo ndawo nikuyo, kuba ilikhaya lcnu. Sizwc csikhuthc-
lcyo kuba sithanda intlutha. Ningabambi ingwc yodwa khon’-
ukuzc nilungclwc. Ningafa mhla naya cNtakana nascNjica ”.

Wazibonga wcnjenjalo izinja uXhonti. Zaziva zingathi zingc-
nza nczinto czingenakuze zizcnzc.

“Yilcqcni!!” zazingisa. Zazibonakala kwasebusweni apha
ukuba zicingc kudc. Zibc zihlala zisakudinwa phofu sczikhc
zavuma nezinye iingoma czizaziyo.

“Ukholisile ycna oko kwakhc ndingamgqitha ngokuxhcntsa”,
waqonda uBhaku.

“Akukho nto ayaziyo lowo ngaphandlc kokubctha inja”,
watsho uMthcndevu. “Us’ke abc lutiniko ngokungathi umzimba
lo wakhc awunamalungu”.

Izinja yazichewula into yokuba. Zazisiya cmizini yonke imihla
zingenamini injani. Zathi zisakuqonda ukuba ziza kudc zibanjwe
kwimizi ckufutshane nehlathi, zayiycka. Zagqugqisa kwilali
ezazivela kuzo adc amadoda alala phakathi ezibaycni. UKholisilc
yena zamphumela iphulo. Njcngokuba oMthcndcvu babchlcli
kakuhle njc endle, oBambisela babcngonwabanga. Babcphcthwe
kakubi kanye ngaba bantu babesithi abanakwahlukana nabo.
Inkosi kaBhaku yakha yaya kukhalazcla uKholisile ngokugcina
izinja yona namanyc amadoda ascNtakana bcngcnazo.

“Into yczinja czilapha kum ycyam, mmelwane”, watsho uKlio-
lisile kuyo.

“Mandikuxclcle ngokuphandlc. Ngoku nifuna ukuba kufa-
nwc ngcnkani. Mmclwane! musa ukudibana nabantu bclali nithi
mandigxothc oSibi bcngcnatyala. Banceda kuyo yomibini lc
mizi imclene nam. Ndikhc ndiphulaphule cbusuku xa bcxoxa,
baqalc ngentla kujongani, ndibcvc ukuba nabo bcsiya nga-
kwakho, batsho kubc kudala apho, kube kodwa ukukhc ngathi
bayabamba. Andithcthi nto ungayaziyo. Naphantsi kwalc mcko
sikuyo ubungamclwc kuza kum uthi mandibagxothc, ngcnxa
yokuba banokusibikcla xa bebona amasela lawa asendle. Unga-
bokuvuma ukuba abantu batlti xa bcncnto abazungula ukuyi-
bhekisa kum bathumclc wena. Akuyonkwcnkwana yabo yona
ingasoloko iscnza into abayicingileyo. Nangaphczu koko baza 
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kusixabanisa. Ifike ibe nibi ke into yokungevani kwethu simelcnc,
kuba asinakuze sinccdane”.

“Ndiyaqonda Mmclwane,” yatsho inkosi kaBhaku. ”Mfo-
ndini khawundiphc icuba nditshayc”, yancaza ngoku kwintanga
yayo.

“Andazi nokuba uya kulunga na kwcli cuba, libi”, watsho
uKholisilc.

“Andinalo nelo linjalo. Ndigqibclc izolo ukukhc nditshayc.
Ingqondo lc isukc yangathi iphungulckilc kukunqanqathcka”.

“Kanene wcna akutyi nesixhaxha! Thina sisukc sithi sisaku-
phelclwa licuba siphandc inqawa”.

“Sandoyisa, kwayc andiqondi ukuba ndingazc ndibc salunga
kuso”.

“Ubuvc phi namhlanjc utywala, Mmclwane?” ubuzilc uKholi-
sile enika inkosi kaBhaku ingxawa.

“Ingaba ndiyaxoka”, yatsho inkosi kaBhaku. "Andikhanga
ndibuvc konke”.

“Busanqabilc noko. Asizanga sihlalc ixcsha cliclc kangaka
singaseli”.

Yabc yahamba kc inkosi kaBhaku. Kungcntsuku ngaphi cmva
kwale mini, uKholisilc ncnkosi kaBhaku bcbcthcthisana ngezinja.
uBambiscla wakhonkotha umntu owaycjikcla czantsi komzi
wakowabo. Waycqhcle ukwenjcnjalo kuyc wonkc umntuambona
cgqitha. Lo mntu umbcthc ngentonga wamsukela waya kumfaka
kowabo cnzc isithonga sisinyc.

“Izinja zilungisa ukuhlala njc, nina nilibclc ngamathambo
apha”, waycmana ukutsho.

Uphumc ngokwakhc uKholisilc akuva isikhalo. UBambiscla
waya kuzimcla ngaye. Wayescl’ csopha.

“Yintoni? Uyibulalclani inja yam?” wabuza cmntwini uKho-
lisilc.

“lyandikhonkotha ndizihambcla”, wachaza umntu.
“Asiyiyo loo nto”, watsho uKhoIisilc. “Ubuhlcli uyizonda

kakadc le njana. Kudala yakukhonkotha kodwa akuzanga uyi-
qhokrc ngolu hlobo”.

“Ndihlala ndiyiycka njc ndingakufuni ukutyiwa yinja”.
"Wena ufuna ukuba czakho izinja zibakhonkothc abantu,

kodwa wena ungakhonkothwa. Sisini cso?”
“Nangoko ndandiscnczinja mna czam zazinqandwa,” watsho

umhambi.
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“Kungokunjalo nakwczi, nto njc amaKhwcnkwc makube
akazivanga”.

“Aya kuzc aphumc unmtu scTinilimazilc, kuba ibukhali,
ifuna csiqwini ngokukhawulcza”.

“Uyabona, mhla uya kuzc uphindc ubcthc inja yam, ndiya
kuzc ndilwc nawc kakubi”, watsho uKholisilc. “Andiqhuli.
Mandingazungelezwa ngochuku”.

Indoda le yayiyeyale lali yascNtakana, umzi wayo wawu-
kudc kodwa kulo kaKholisilc.

“Kubc ngasa hawu! hawu! hawu!! Tyhini!! Siya kuhamba
phi ?” yatsho xa ishiya inkundla.

“Bambisela! abantu abasanithandi oko kwathi kwcmka izinja
apha cmizini”, wamhlcbcla uKholisilc. “Andazi nokuba aniyi-
qondi na loo nto ukuba injalo. Mna akukho ncnyc into cnoku-
ndisithcla cngqondwcni. Bamonela mna kuba ndiscnczinja
cndinazo. Ibc ngaphandlc kokuzibonela cku banczinto abakhc
bazithcthc ngani. Kc, ningazc niphindc nikhonkothc mntu
nokuba kusebusuku. Naxa nithc naziycla cndlc, njcngoko nikhc
ncnzc, ningabuyc niye kubo kuba banokusuka banibcthc. Ndiya-
bazi abantu balapha banochuku. Ndikhula nabo. Bayandi-
qhwaya njc ukuba ndicaphuke. Kanti kc abanakundifcza ndisa-
kuya kulc ndawo bandiqhubcla kuyo. Laa mntu cbclapha cbc-
ngamclwc kukubetha naxa sowudc waphambi kwczindlu zako-
wcnu. Kwayc ndiqinisckile ebeza kukubulala ukuba bcndingckho.
Kodwa ukuba bendithabathc intonga nam ndambctha bckuza
kuthiwa ndikhohlakclc, ingaclmkunyiswa lc cbcycnza ycna”.

Wascuma kakhulu uBambisclc ziintluimu, nomzimba wakhc
wadumba. Wayehlala ndawonyc nokutya ckuzisclwa. UKholisilc
wasoloko cnmonophele, cmqaba amanxcba ngamaycza, wada
waphila. Izinja zasendlc zona yaba njc into cyaphantsc ukuzimisa
kakubi. Zathi ruthu zanomkhwa wokutya iimfcnc ncenkawu.
Izilwanyana ziqabukc sczingasababoni abahlobo bazo zingazi
ukuthi bayephi na. Zibakhangclc kuphd’iintsuku czininzi zisukc
zidinwc. Kwccnzcka ngcnyc imini ukuba izinja zibambe imfcnc
zisithi ihamba yodwa. Zazibona czinyc iimfcne zaya zibalcka
kuzo ziqhaqhazclisa amazinyo. Zayiycka izinja.

“Nini kanti aba basibulalayo?” zabuza iimfcnc.
“Hayi asizanga sibulalc mfcne thina”, wakhanyela uBhaku.

“Nalc bcsiyibambile bcsiyibuka njc kungckho nto siza kuyenza
ngayo”.
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“Xa niyibuka niyitsalcla ni ?”
Isuke aycza siyibiza”.

“Nisidclc gqitha noko ukuba singathi sakungczi kuni nisi-
tsale ngenkani”, zatsho iiinfcnc. “Nizcle ukuza kuphatha thina
kakubi apha?” Zcmka.

Bancxhala ngoku oBhaku neqela ababchamba nalo. Babhcka
emawcni bcfuna zithi ukuba ngaba ziyabuya zizokulwa babc
scbephakathi kwezinja. Basoloko bchlcli phambi kwamawa ke
bejongc ukuza kwazo. Kwathi kanti iimfcnc zisaye kuqokelela
izilwanyana ncenyamakazi zchlathi, zaya nazo kwindawo czazi-
dla ngokubona kuyo izinja. Yayizingonyama zodwa czazingekho
kuzo. Izinja zaphawula ukuba ikhona into eza kuhla.
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(( ifuna ukuba nisixclelc ukuba zcnzc ntoni
na izilwanyana zehlathi nizizingcla njee”
sibuzc satsho isithcthi sccmfcnc czinjcni.

Intswahla ibcnkulu czinyamakazini kubonakala ukuba sczino-
msindo.

“Makuphendule wcna Mthendevu”, wcnjenjalo uXhonti,
csiza kuhlala phambi kwczilwanyana.

UMthcndcvu wathctha cngcangcazela wathi: “Siyc sibone
abantu bczibetha bezitya”.

“Ningabantu kaloku nina?” yamngcambazisa imfenc.
“Hayi”.
“Njcngokuba nilapha njc ndifuna ukunichazela Ic nto, zamani

ukuba kubckho uxolo kungathcthwa kakubi ngani. Izilwanyana
azinakuba nagazi lihlc xa zinokuthi zihlcli nje kanti zoyika nina.
Ingozi eniycnzilcyo ngoku nikhoyo inkulu. Ukuba niza nalaa
ngqondo yabantu yokucinga ukuba inyamkazi yinto yokufakwa
cziko, niya kumka ningathandanga apha. Asinoyiki thina zimfc-
nc. Ningaboni ukuba siyc singathethi xa sidibana nani. Noku
kuthi sibalckc xa abantu bcsifunza ngani, sukuba sisoyika bona.
Nabo phofu siyaboyisa xa sithc sazinikcla cmlwcni. Musani uku-
funa ukondlana ngathi”.

“Nantsiya kanye laa nja yakha yandileqa imini yonkc”,
itshilo into kaSokhetyc, izisula futhi. Yayixcla uTawusc kc.

111



“Lc nkawu iyandityhola, andizanga ndiyibone nasenkungwi-
ni”, waxela uTawusc.

“IkukJictha ngani wcna wcdwa phakathi kwczinja czilapha?”
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“Ithctha nje. Yayindiqonde ngani, kuba into cleqayo iba nga-
semva, ize elcqwayo ibc phambili?”

“inokuba yakuqwalasela usakuyiycka okanyc usaya kuyo .
“Andikhumbuli nakancinane ndiscnza into cnjalo,’ watsho

uTawusc.
“Nokuba yayingcnguwc kc, kodwa ikhona inja cyakha yayi-

sukcla lc nkawu. Endingazi ukuba yayiyenzcla ni na loo nto.
Kwazi yona”.

Phofu ngokwcncne uTawusc wakha wancnkawu ayisukclayo,
kodwa ngokubona ukuba uza kuba scngozini wathi makangavumi.

“Ningabi sakhathazcka zilo zchlathi ”, waccla uxolo uMthc-
ndevu.

“Sithc ngokungaqheli intlalo lc sikuyo ngoku sabhideka.
Bcsingatbandi noko ukuba nikhathazwc sithi, kuba semka
ngcsikhalo natlii cmizini. Nditsho ndisithi kc, akukho silwanyana
nanyamakazi iya kuphinda ityiwc sithi zinja. Ndiyayincoma into
yokuba sithi sisakwenza into engalindilckanga nengalungile,
nithcthc ngcmilomo ycnu ningasukc nilwc. Nisibonisilc izimo
zcnu zihlc. Singavuya xa ninokuza kusinqanda njalo apho sithc
saphosisa khona, ningadinwa. Nathi phofu siza kuzibona ngo-
kwetliu izinto csingamclwc ukuba sizcnze, kuba sibadala”.

“Xa nifuna indlcla cninokuhlala ngayo apha dibanani nczi-
Iwanyana ziya kunichazcla”, yatsho imfene. “Thina asizibulali
izilwanyana nokuba zincinanc na kuthi. Asilolishwa into yobu-
ncinanc bazo. Onomatsc aba nabo bayafuna ukutya ubomi njc-
ngathi. Ningabc nizingclc nantoni na apha”.

“Uthcthe ukuthi kc neentaka siziycke?” watsho uXhonti.
“Ngaphandlc kwazo. Andinakuthcthclcla into cndingazalani

nayo”, yaxcla imfcne.
“Xa inja ikhanuka inyama ingathini ukuzc iyifumanc?”

wabuza uMthcndcvu.
“Impungutye itya inyama yonkc imihla. Ayizanga izikha-

thazc izilwanyana chlala nazo. Ningakhc nidibanc nayo ngalo
ndawo. Ndiyathcmba ukuba iyakuninika awona macebo aphili-
lcyo”.

“Nina zimfcne nitya ntoni?”
“Sitya imithi ychlathi nccngcambu ezithile”.
“Apha cmaweni kwakulala thina” ivcle yatsho imbila, “ngoku

asisczi oko kwathi kwafika nina. Bcningenandawo yimbi ninga-
yikhangclayo nihlale kuyo?”
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“Siyaniccla, zilwanyana, ukuba nise niyiyckcla kuthi lc.
“Niyalazi ihlathi. Sikhc sinibone ningena cmingxunycni cse—

malengalcngcni apho singcnakuya thina. Loo nto ithetha ukuthi
aninakuswela ndawo”.

“Kulungilc”, yavunia imbila.
“Enkosi!” wabulcla uMthendcvu.
“Siza kuhamba zinja,” yaxela imfcne. “Sobuyc sibonane’ .
“Besikholwa ukuzazi amagama azo izilwanyana ezi zila-

pha”, wanqwcna uBhaku. “Siyaphikisana xa sidibana nazo.
Enyc inja ithi yinto ethilc leya, enye ithi asiyiyo”.

“Abantu bcbcnganixcleli na xa nizingclayo?” yafuna ukwazi
itnfcne.

“Ewc, bebcsichazcla, kodwa zininzi csingazaziyo, ncsingazanga
sizibonc”, watsho uBhaku.

Imfcnc ithe izinja mazihambc phakathi kwczilwanyana zizi-
buzc. Kwathcthwa kc apho yinto yonke.

“Kuthcni lc nto nasoloko nikrozilc xa nisiya ktiscla cmlanjcni?”
utshilo uBliaku kwinkawu awaycncokola nayo.

“Scnzcla ukuba kuthi ukuba ngaba kukho ingozi ngaphambili
kwenzakalc inkawu ibenyc zisindc czinyc”, yachaza inkawu.

“ Undincamisilc!”
“Elo cebo zaba nalo kudala iinkawu singckazi nokuba siya kuze

sizalwe thina”.
“Le iphambili ayikoyiki ukufa?”
“lyakoyika, kodwa ayinakunceda kuba iyanyanzclwa ngu-

mthctho”.
“Phofu kc niyalinga ukuyisindisa xa niyibona iscnzakala,

nokuba niyabalcka?”
“Siyazama xa siqonda ukuba singanako, kungcnjalo siyisliiye”.
“limptinzi czi zcnziwa vintoni tiktiba ziyc kuscla ngaxcsha

nyc?”
“Mhlawumbi zicinga ukuba amanzi anokusukc agqitywc

yimpunzi efikc kuqala”, yaqashcla inkawu.
“Ncenkomo zikwanjalo. Kodwa ndiyaqonda ukuba zcnziwa

ngamakhwcnkwc alusayo. Aqhuba imihlambi ayisc emlanjeni.
Encjaselanga ngoko alapho inkomo ayinakubc izuzc thuba limbi”.

‘ Nina niwuziwuzclani umsila lo xa niza kuma benibaleka?”
yabuza nayo inkawu.

“Siphelisa amendu sizoktuna kakuhlc, msinya”, wayichazela
uBhaku. Kubckho uinoyana obcthayo bavulcka uboya bcnkawu.
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“Uboya bcnu kanti buycphuycphu!” watsho uBhaku.
“Ewc! Ubungabazi?”
“Hayi!”
Uyishiyilc uBhaku inkawu waya kwczinyc izilwanyana.

UTawusc wayigxcka indlela athcthc ngayo uMthendcvu sczizo-
dwa izinja.

“Ngabc ndithcni?” wabuza uMthcndcvu.
“Ubungafanclanga kuthi ezilwanyancni siza kuziycka singa-

zizingcli”, watsho uTawusc.
“Ubuthulcle ntoni ungandinqandi xa ubona ukuba ndiya-

phazama, ubuklio nje nawe?”
“Kus’kc kwathiwa mayibc nguwc ophendulayo”.
“Ngokuya wcna ubuthctha ubuthcthclani ?”
“Bendiqhawula njc indawana cbijongcnc nam”.
“Usengayayo nangoku czilwanyancni uthi kuzo akunaku-

ngazizingcli”.
“Ungcvi uTawusc lo, Mthcndcvu”, watsho uBhaku. “Siyazi

thina ukuba ithi into isakudlula kuqalc kuvclc ubuciko obu-
ninzi”.

“Iza kusifumana kc ngoku indlala”, waqonda uTawuse. Uyc
kuhlala ycdwa ematycni angcntla kwamawa, wabukcla iimfcnc
zidlala cmithini. Zazijinga emasebcni, zisukc zitsibelc kwa-
manyc zingakhanga ziwc phantsi. Kwakukho nczazikhwela
emithini zibalckilc, zithi zisakufika encotshcni zibc zihlc.

“Ingaba zonwatyiswc yilc nto sithc asizukuzcnza nto bcthu?”
wafuna cngqondwcni uTawusc. Kuzc iinkawu ngakuyc, zcma
zifuna ukukhc zithcthc nayc.

“Ukhangcleka lusizana, ulambilc na?” yatsho cliqhawa.
Akakhc atsho ukuvula umlomo uTawusc. Zahamba iinkawu

zisakubona ukuba akathandi kuba angathetha nazo.
“Kucacile ukuba izinja czi zikhohlakclc”, yatsho cnyc inkawu.
“Zingathini ukuthi bcsigqiba kuhleka nazo ngoku, sizibonc

scziqumbilc? Azinakulungelana nathi. Thina sikholwa zizilwa-
nyana czisoloko zikhululekilc”.

UTawuse uhambc emva kwazo ekhangcla ukuba ziza kuthini
na. Ziyokutsho ezimfeneni, zadlala apho nazo. Waphcthuka
cngadanga wayakufika kuzo uTawusc. Izinja zaqonda ukuba
uTawuse lo angaze azibizclc utshaba, zaza zathi ’zc zithi ukuba
zithe zabuya izilwanyana kwakhona zizalathise yena zithi nguyc
owenza inkathazo. Zazithctha csiva, zixube nokumoyikisa.
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Yazinqabela kc izinja inyama, kwisithuba saschlatliini. Zazi-
ngayiqhelanga kakadc ngaphambiii. Kodwa zazisazibawcla
iinyamakazi. Zazisithi zisakusondcla kuzo zimc zizijongisise
ngokungathi ziyaqala ukuzibona. Inja sisilwanyana csithandayo
ukuphindela kwindawo csasivcla kuyo. UTawuse noBhaku
noMthendevu bakha basuka chlathini bcsiya kwilizwe lokuzalwa
kwabo. Babcngazazisanga izinja ngaloo nto. Nangona babesiya
eNtakana, babcngazi ukuthi injani na inkangeleko yayo xa kusc-
mini. Babamanzi ngumbcthc bcsandula ukulishiya njc ihlathi.
Ingca yayikhuliic yaba ndc kulo lonkc ilizwe. linkomo zazivclc
ngemiqolo kuyo. Kwimihlobo cyayikho yayingumgcelc nomsi-
ngizane. Yabahambisa kakubi kc betyiwa zizangccthe, ibakhi-
nkxa enyc into. Kodwa babetha kuyo indc injalo, kuba babc ngc-
nakwenza ngakumbi. Bcsakuba kudc ngascmva bcnyuka cndu-
lini baya kuthi khcbcvu ngaphczulu bajonga imizi namaxawuka
cbabcfudula bckuwo. Zawa iinycmbczi bcsakufikelwa ziinku-
mbulo zcemini czadlulayo.

“Nakuya kwaKholisilc kuqhuma umsiwachaza uBhaku.
“Yini, ndingakhc ndimbonc loo Kholisilc”, watsho uTawusc.
“Uza kumcnzani?” wabuza uMthcndevu.
“Ndinqwcncla ukumbona nje ndikhangclc ukuba angathini

na", “Ungas’kc uthcthc ngoSibi njc kubc kanyc ’zc ndikuvc!”
“Ndiyathanda ukukhc ndidibanc notshaba Iwam ndazi ncndlcla

oluqhuba ngayo”.
Behlilc apho cndulini baya kujikcla ngczantsi kwclali leyo

yascNtakana. Bahlala cntilini cyayikufuphi ncntsimi kaKhoIi-
silc. Umzi wakhc babcwubona kakuhlc kuba wawuscthambc-
kcni. Owawungavclanga wonke ngulo wawungowakuloBhaku,
nangona wona wawusccaleni lazo. Kuvclc uSibi besafanisa
abantu kwaKolisilc.

“Khawuzc ngapha”, watsho uMthcndcvu cmi ngccnyawo.
Wamangaliswa unina ukuba zizinja zaphi na czi zimbizayo.
“Tyhini! Nini kanti aba!!” wakhuza csakuqonda.
“Ewc, sithi”, watsho uTawuse.
“Bcndingalindcle ukuba ndingazc ndibuyc ndinibhaqc apha”.
“Ubescl’asincama”, nguTawusc kc lowo ubhckisa kuBhaku.
USibi ngangcndlcla awaycvuya ngayo wayethctha yonkc into.
“Bendikula masimi ases’apha”, wachaza, “Kwafumana kwakho

into ethi mandiphumc ngokukhawulcza kanti koko ndiza ku-
bona nina”.
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“Usakuthand’ukujikelcza czintilini nasezigxcni?” wambuza
uMthcndevu.

“Andisozc nditshitshc”.
“Nifanclc ukuba niyahlutha xa kukho imigidi”.
“Utliini na ngoku, Mthendevu?” watsho uTawusc. “Ama-

thambo la angahluthisa izinja?”
“Ndithi mhlawumbi abantu banokuzibuka izinja czimbalwa

czikhoyo, baziphc kwizinto abazityayo”.
“Hayi, Mthcndcvu, sisatya okuya:kutya nikwaziyo nani”.
“Nibangaphi izinja czikhoyo apha cNtakana?” kusabuza

uMthcndcvu.
“Isendim noBambiscla. Phofu ziscza kubakho izinja apha

clalini xa ndiqonda. Izolo ndibonc iinjana czimbini kulo mzi
wawukade ungowakulo Bhaku”.

“Akukhange uthethc nazo?”
“Zibckwe phi xa uvayo?”
Zisencinanc, azikakwazi ukuthctha”.
“Abantu bangaqokelcla zonke izinja cziscmhlabeni kodwa

azinakufika kuthi ngokukhalipha nokuscbcnza”, watsho uBha-
ku.

“Thina siscsemizini sasingalindcli ukudc sithunywc xa sibona
into isonakala. Ndixcla kc singcka xabani nabantu”.

“Amakhwcnkwc akwaKholisilc asaphililc, Ma?” wabuza
uTawusc.

“Ewc, bcthu asahleli”.
“Abantu baza kuzingcla ngani nonyaka njc?” wafuna uku-

qonda uBhaku, “kuba nezi njana zimbini uthi zikho azinaku-
kwazi ukubamba inyamakazi”.

“Baya kufumanc bahambc nazo ukwcnzela ukuba bangabi
bodwa”.

“Baza kuthi mazifundiswc nini ukulanda. ‘Zc ningavumi”.
Kwakubonakala njc mhlophc ukuba uBhaku akayithandi le

nto yccnjana cziselalini cyayiycyabo. Inja idla ngokuthi ngoku
scliyishiyilc indawo ingafuni ukuba kubekho cnye cngcna csi-
khundlcni sayo. UMthendcvu ubuzc ixcsha aza kulunga ngalo
umbona.

“Sel’uza kuvuthwa”, wamchazcla unina. “Lo usemasimini
useza kuqale adubulc wonkc phambi kokuba atyiwc”.

Ngcli xesha uMthcndcvu asela uSibi inyongo, uBhaku no-
Tawuse baphulaphule ngomdla.
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“Elona xesha limnandi apha emnyakeni liliphi?” isckwangu-
Mthendevu lowo utshoyo.

“Kusekwindla nasebusika”, waxela unina.
“Kumnandi ebantwini bodwa?”
Kwinto yonkc. linkomo ncegusha ziyahlutha”.
“Zitya ntoni iinkomo?”
Zitya ingca eluhlaza ckwindla kuzc kuthi kusakuba sebusika

zifumanc iindiza”.
“Kubi ukuba zizo”.
“Kaloku zadalelwa ingca. Ayizidiki”.
“Umbona azilungi kuwo?”
“Ziyalunga koko azinandlela yakumzuza”.
“Izinja czi azinakho ukuyitya ingca kakadc?”
“Hayi”.
“Zenziwa yintoni?”
“lyazigabhisa”.
“Ma! Sizimiselc ukuhle sihambc sibheke ehlathini”, waxela

uTawusc.
“Kulungile! Ndiya kukhe ndilale ubuthongo obumnandi

namldanjc ndikhe ndanibona”.
“Siya kuba njalo nathi ngokwethu”.
“Ma! Noko uyaguga”, waphawula uMthcndevu.
“Ndifanclc njana yam sekuntsuku ndikho cmlilabeni”, watsho

uSibi.
“Uphume amathambo cmzimbeni apha. Kodwa kum ingatlii

ngowungckabi njc ukuba ibingasiyiyo into yokuba abantu
beziphcthc kakubi izinja!”

“Bendiya kwaluphala kakade kusakufika ilixa lam nokuba
besendihleli kakuhlc”.

“Wazalwa nini?”
“Ndazalwa ngcndlala. Kuthiwa kwakungalinywanga nga-

bantu ngaloo mnyaka. Izinja kc zazisifa, kodwa ndaza ndasmda
mna ngenxa yokunyanyekelwa yinkosi yam. Into eyayinayo
ngokwanclcyo yayilubisi, indipha njalo, ingafuni ukuba ndifc”.

“Inokuba yayisalungile ngoko”.
“Nangoku iscnjengoko yayinjalo kudala. Into engayithandiyo

kukoniwa. Nani ayizanga inibethc ngaphandle kwesizathu”.
“Untanga ni kuXhonti?”
“UXhonti asingowanamhlanje, Mthendevu. Ndibe ncngqondo

scl’ekho kakadc”.
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“Kwenziwa yini ukuba izinja zihlalc ixcshana clifutshane,
zigugc, bazc abantu batyc ubomi obudc bcscbatsha?”

“Andazi”.
“UKholisilc lo waycncnja ukukhula kwakho?”
“Yaza kubakho sendikwcli xabiso lcnu”.
“Yaza yathini?”
“Yalahlcka. Ndiyaqonda ukuba yadibana nabantu csithubeni

bayithabatha. Ndandcdwa kc ukuba kudc kuzokuzalwa nina
njc”.

“Usalc kakuhlc kc”, zabulisa iinjana.
“Ningabokuycka ukuza apha”, watsho uSibi.
“Uzc ungamazisi uBambiscla ukuba ukhc wasibona”, wamyala

uBhaku.
“Yoo! linjana zam azisenkulu!” wancoma uSibi xa sel’-

emganyana.
“Masingcnc apha cmasimini sijongc umbona. Kungcnzeka

nina ukuba uMa lo uyasiqhatha sel’ulungile”, watsho uMthe-
ndcvu.
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Ziyc kuma cmvikweni wentsimi kaKholisile
izinja zasendle, zakhangela ukuba akukho
mntu uzibonayo na. Zaxhaka udiza

oluncntshaka, zaxakcka. Zazingayazi ncndawo csivela kuyo
isikhwcbu. Kwakungekho ncmpontshanc le cyayinokuzcnza
ziqonde. Zifunc ukukhc zivc ukuba intshatshoba injani na incasa
yayo. Zayixhumela kunzima ukuya kufika kuyo. Zigqushc
kwakudala apho zingcnaccbo.

“Khawunyathclc udiza olu, Tawuse, ukhangcle ukuba aluzu-
kwaphuka na”, wamccla uMthcndevu.

Akalibazisa uTawusc. Nqokro! Iwaphuka kanyc elungwini
ngasesikhondwcni.

“Akuvanga nto kc!” watsho uTawusc.
“Ingaba yilc ndawo iphuma umbona lc, Bhaku?” wabuza

uMthcndcvu, cphathaphatha intshaka.
“Ndikrokrela ukuthi yiyo”, waphcndula uBhaku, “kuba

naku kukho izinto czifana neenkozo kuyo”.
“UMa ubenyanisilc xa ebcsithi akakavuthwa. Siza kuluthini

olu diza?”
“Masilushiyc apha, aluzukwenza nto”.
“Baya kuthini abantu besakulubona?”
“Siya kubc sischlathini ukuza kwabo apha”.
Uluthabathilc uTawusc walugxumeka ecaleni lesikhondo salo. 
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Ngckwcnjcnjalo ngckuba wayczama ukugquka umkhondo.
Zancnkolo cthi luza kumila kwakhona. Kodwa kukho into czayi-
libalayo—iinyawo zazo. Zaziycka zinjalo, ibc zazicacilc, kuba
umhlaba wawumanzi.

“Ichumilc lc ntsimi”, watsho uBhaku bcyishiya.
“Ifanele ukuba njc umniniyo ukukhuthalelc ukulima”, watsho

uMthcndcvu.
Wathi akuya kuhlola cmasimini uKholisilc wawubona umo-

nakalo owcnziwc zizinja. Udiza ezazilwaphulc Iwaluse lu-
shwencile. Walubamba waluncothula. Wafumanisa iziinyawo
zodwa ngakulo. Ingqondo yakhc yamnika into ethi ngoTawusc
ababelapho. Yayingabo kakadc ababcsoloko bcmhlupha. Into
awaycngayazi kukuba zaziphi na iingqondo zabo ngokwaphula
umbona wakhc. Walandcla umzila wezinja kodwa wabuya
wamlahlcka. Kwakucacilc khona ukuba ubhcka kwicala clingasc-
hlathini. Esakugoduka wafika uSibi noBambiscla bckho nge-
khaya, kodwa bcngahlalanga kunyc.

“Baphi na oMthcndevu, Bambiscla?” wabuza.
“Andibazi”, watsho uBambisela.
“Ndifuna undixclclc inyaniso nja yam”, jwamyala uKholisile.

“Ndiyakwazi uthembekilc ngaphczu kukaSibi, kwayc uycyona
nja ndiyithanda gqitha. OMthcndcvu aba bathi babcyc kwenza
ntoni cmasimini ?”

“Nini ke?”
“Ngalaa mini babcyc ngayo”.
“Andizanga ndibabonc ibc nokuba ndandibabonilc babeno-

kundifihlcla into abayokuycnza. Uyazi nawc, nkosi, ukuba
bcmka singascvisisani”.

“USibi akakhanga akhc athcthe ngabo kuwc czintsukwini
apha?”

“Hayi”.
“Xa ucinga wcna uthi uSibi lo angakuncokolcla ngabo xa

cdibcnc nabo?”
“Andazi”.
“Mhla uya kuzc ubabonc kc ubokuzc ubalckc uzc kundixclcla.

Uthi ukuba andikho uxclelc umfazi wam nokuba ngamakhwc-
nkwc. Kanti ubokuthi xa ulapha ckhaya umanc ukujonga phaya
cmasimini. Ungabokuzixhamla ngokuya kubo wcna. Bangasuka
bakwcnzc into obungayilindelanga”.

“Abayi ngobusuku kodwa?”
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“Endingazi kc incne. Phofu unganyanisa, kuba yonke impahla
ycthu ithatyathwa ngobusuku. Bambiscla! ndingathi ukuba
ndikhe ndaphinda ndafumana izinja ezinjc ngoTawuse aba-
ya, ndazi ukuba ilishwa lam likhulu emhlabeni. Ungaboku-
phika nokuba singakhali sithwalc izandla cntloko, igalclo labo
linamandla. Bakhe babe ngathi bcmkilc okwcthutyana, bathi
ukubuya kwabo bebe ezityetyisiweyo zona iinkabi zcegusha.
Ndiyaqonda ukuba baya kuthi bcsakugqiba baphumclc ezi-
mazini. Ndikhc ndithi nokuba ndihlcli ndifune ukuba babeyi-
cingc njani na into yokuya kuhlala cndlc”.

“Zingaphi iigusha abasebezithabathilc?” wabuza uBambisela.
“Uthi fan’uba ndisabala wcna. Ndazigqibcla bcsaqala ukufika

apha cNtakana zikumashumi amabini”.
UKholisilc uthc enkwenkwcni yakbc mayimphathclc amanzi

abcmaninzi. Waycfuna ukusela. Imini lc waycyc ngayo cmasimini
yayishushu inolophu.

“Ungaya kuzenzela izinto zakho, Bambisela”, watsho uKholi-
sile, xa inkwcnkwc isiza namanzi. Wasolula isandla isckudc.

“Abanda kamnandi!” watsho akukhova ukuscla. “Akukudala
ckhiwc, hi?”

“Hayi”, yaphcndula inkwcnkwc.
Akukholwa ngawo wawachitha cngccni asclcyo.
Ukulunga kombona izinja zaya kugrenya, cyona nto zazi-

thembclc ngayo zisescmizini. Yona lcyo into zayifumana ilula
ngohlobo Iwcnto yokuba amasimi ckudc ncmizi, abantu benga-
soloko bckuwo njalo. Apho zamchunga khona uKhoIisilc
kangangokuba wada waphantsc ukuvuma ngaphambi kwexcsha.
Wayekiswa kukoyika ukuba umbona unokusukc angunde xa
cnokungeniswa ezindlwini okanye afakwc czindladlcni ungckomi.
Umbona wakhe wawuchazckilc amakhasi la. Wena waklia wayi-
bona intsimi cbethwc sisiphango. Wakha wada wathetha ycdwa
ngcnyc imini wathi:

“Ukuba ndandiyiqondilc into yokuba izinja zinokuba ncngozi
cnjc ngendandingazigxothanga”.

Ycna wayccinga ukuba zizinja ezazizczakhc zodwa ezazisitya
izinto zakhc, csithi czinye czazimkc nazo zinokuba zizihlalclc
ehlathini, engazi ukuba zihamba kunye xa zisiya kuba. Ithi inja
lc yakubalasela ngcmikhwa ibe ngathi yonke into embi yenziwa
yiyo. NabaseNjica abantu babckhala ngoTawusc noMthc-
ndcvu nangona babcngabazi cbuswcni. Ebusika abantu bamqo-
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kelcla unibonana owaycsclc bamsa cmakhaya. Izinto ezazinga-
zanga zizityc izinja ngamathanga nemixoxozi kwanamazimba.
Zazisezikhuluphelc ukuvuma kwabo. Zazintle nokuba ntlc,
uboya bazo bugudilc.

Akhona amaxesha amnandi kwinto yonkc ngokubhckisclelc
ngasesiswini. Zalamba cbusika kangangokuba imizimba yazo
yada yafuna ukuwcxuka. Ngoku zancnto yokungavani, zixa-
bana yonkc imihla. Ngenjikalanga cyayibanda kakhulu uTawusc
wahamba yedwa waya kuhlala ngaphandlc kwehlathi. Wazisola
ngamanyathelo awathabathayo.

“Nakuba ndandisoloko ndikhalaza kwakungazanga kudc kubc
nje cmizini”, watsho ngaphakathi clambilc ngokwcnyani. Ubc
washenxa cmithini awayesithclc kuyo waya kwcnyc indawo.
Ingqondo yakhe yayingasckho hlathini. Iphango liyayijika
ingqondo. Kuvelc indoda ihamba kancinanc. Indlcla yayo
yayiza kubetha phambi kwakhe. Wanomoya wokuzifihla czi-
hlahleni, wabuya waycka cqonda ukuba nakanjani na ayina-
kungamboni.

“Uyinja yaphi na?” umbuzilc lo mfo csima.
“Ndiycyasekuthini-thini, nkosi”, waphcndula uTawusc

ebiza ilali eyayingcyiyo le yasc Ntakana. Waycngazanga ayc kuyo
cyazi njc ngcgama.

“Kwakudc kuloo ndawo”, yatsho indoda.
“Kuthc qelele noko”, wayingqincla uTawusc.
“Ubckwa yini kc apha?”
“Ndiyazingela”.
“Baphi abantu ophumc nabo?”
“Ndihamba ndcdwa”.
“Akuzizo czi zinja kuthiwa zabalcka abantu kuba zisithi zifuna

ukuya kuzimcla cndlc?”
“Ktikho izinja czabalcka abantu na?” wazibuzisa uTawusc.
“Ewc, zikhona. Kunjalo njc ziycza kula macala cthu xa ndi-

vayo”.
“Zinjani?”
“Nantso njc indawo endingazc ndiyichanc”.
“Hayi, andizizo, nkosi yam”.
“Ubunokutsho ukuba uycnyc yazo xa ubuhlala cndlc

nawc?”
“Bcndinokuyifihlcla ni loo nto?”
“Ubuza koyika ukubcthwa. Abantu bayazizonda czo zinja
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ngcnxa yomonakalo omkhulu cziwcnzilcyo empahleni yabantu.
Ziyazitya”.

“Yoo! ukuba mbi kwalc nto uyithcthayo!” wazikhuzisa.
“Ndingathi ukuba ndikhe ndayibhaqa inja ibambc igusha ndi-

ngayibulaia ifc nya”, yasongcla indoda. “Nawc bcndisithi uza
kuthi ungowascndle bcndiza kukufak’intonga kakuhle”.

UTawuse uzivc cngamanga kakuhlc yakuthctha njalo. Imbi-
zclc kuyo indoda lcyo.

“Kuthcni ngatlii ulambilc njc?” yaqaphcla ibonakalisa uvc-
Iwano cbusweni bayo.

“Ewc, nkosi, kunjalo”, wavuma uTawusc.
“Akukabambi nyamakazi?”
“Hayi”, walandula.
“Ukhc wabona nyamakazi phofu?”
“Ewe. Ndivusc umvundla kungekudala ndiphumile ckhaya”.
“Wakha wawubamba umvundla njcngokuba uyinja njc?”
“Akukanyc ndiyibamba”.
“Usindc njani lowo namhlanje?”
“Hayi andingckhc ndixokc undishiyilc”.
“Akukangcni apha chlathini? Yindawo abaphila kuyo aba-

zingcli lc”.
“Andinakho, ndiyoyika xa kungckho bantu”.
“Ukumka kwakho uza kubhcka phi?”
“Bendicinga ukugoduka”.
“Masihambc siyc ckhaya: ndiya kukunika ukutya”, watsho

umntu.
UTawusc umbuzc elakhc ikhaya waza walixela.
“Kunjani kc apho uvcla khona?” yabuza cndlclcni indoda.
“Utsho ngantoni kc?”
“linyamakazi zininzi?”
“Ewc, nangona zingagqithisanga”.
“Azinakulingana nczalapha. Akukho nyamakazi ingekhoyo

kwclaa hlathi ubungakulo. Akwakho namanyc amalilathi anazo
kodwa akudc. Ukuba uyakuthanda ukuzingcla ungancedakala
xa uhlala apha. Kuzingcla wonkc umntu—amadoda nama-
khwcnkwc”.

“Uthctha ukuba usazingcla nawe?”
“Scndaycka ngenxa yokugula zizitho”.
“Into ongazanga uyiyekc yinyama?”
“Ndingathini kaloku iyimpilo yomntu nje leyo!”
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Ulianibilc uTawusc wada waya kuba kufutshanc ckhaycni
lalo mntu. Izinja zakhc zcza kuyc zamjoja, zifuna nokumluma
ezinye, koko inkosi yazo yazinqanda. Yakuba scmzini wayo
indoda yathi: “Hlala apha ndisaya cndlwini”.

Wathi buthalala ebalcni kc. Ubuyilc umninimzi scl’cphcthc
ukutya wathi mabayc cndaweni cfudumclcyo, wamnika apho
watya.

“Ungubani igama lakho?”’ wabuza uTawuse cphanga.
“Uza kulenzani?” yatsho indoda.
“Ndifuna zc ndixclc ekhaya ukuba ndikhc ndanccdwa ngu-

mntu ongubani ndilambilc”.
“NdinguKholekilc. Wcna ungubani elakho?”
“NdinguNgqoqo, nkosi”.
Isizathu sokuba angathcthi nyaniso yayikukunqcna into etlii

igama likaTawusc linokuba liyaziwa ezixckwcni jikclcle njc-
ngoko waycngundaba-mlonyeni. Ihlckilc indoda yakuva igama
cli. UTawusc wayibuza imbangi yokuba ihlckc.

“Ndihlcka ukungangaali oku kwcgama lakho”, yachaza.
“Kwakuthcni ukuzc kuthiwc unguNgqoqo umbala wakho
ungcnjalo?”

“Yinkosi yam cyandithiyayo, ndingazi kc ukuba yayibona
ntoni na”.

“Enyaniswcni ikho into yokuba athi umntu csakulithanda
igama athiyc ngalo into cngalifanclanga. Wumbi kc cnziwc
kungakwazi ukuthiya, kodwa cfuna”.

Izinja zasckhay’apha zizc kuTawusc zifuna ukutya. Wazi-
gxotha uKholelkilc.

“Yinja cthcni lc ivulwa ukutya yodwa?” yabuza cnyc kwe-
zinyc. Ukutya okwakuphiwc uTawusc kwakukuninzi. Kwaya
kuphcla scl’ccothisa ukutya kwakhc. Waqonda ukuba izinja
zikaKholekilc zihlcli lc ntlalo waycyihlcli naye kwaKhoIisilc.
Abantwana bakaKholckilc nabo bcza kujonga Ic nja ifikayo.

“Ingathi asiyonja ncam le”, yatsho intwana cyayincinci.
“Ingathi yintoni ?” wayibuza uKholekile.
“Ndixakiwe ukuba ndingathi yintoni na”.
“Hayi yiyo lc, mfo wam: nto njc wcna wenziwa kukungayi-

qheli”.
“Iwabalekisclani amchlo la sakuyijonga?”
“Inokuba ineentloni”.
lintloni zantoni?”
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“Kaloku inja iba nazo nayo iintloni, kungakumbi xa iphaka-
thi kwabantu cngabaziyo”.

“Ifancle ukuba lisela”.
UTawusc akazithandanga izinto czithcthwa yinkwcnkwc

ngayc. Ukuba inja izcnza into cthilc cngcyiyo ayifuni ukuba
icliukunyiswc lc iyiyo kanyc. UTawusc apha wayescl’czcnza
ngokungathi ulilungisa, into cngazangc yona okoko yazalwa.

“Ngqoqo! Ndifuna ungcmki apha ckhaya”, watsho uKholc-
kilc. “Andinazinja ngokwancleyo, ibc ndiyakhathazwa nga-
mascla czintwcni zam”.

“Iziz’wczi njc izinja zininzi aziwabambi zinani?” watsho
uTawusc.

“Yiyckc loo nto nja yascmzini. Ayazibhida. Kusukc kusc
kukho into engckhoyo bczilcle apha ckhaya”.

“Kulungilc kc, nkosi ndingahlala, xa ngaba unokundondla
kakuhlc”, wavuma uTawusc, “nangona ndingcnakuthcmbisa
ukuba ndingabamba amascla cbcndifike engabanjwa nam”.

“Hayi, Ngqoqo, akunakuzc ulambe”, wamqinisckisa uKho-
lekile.

“Izinja zakho zitya kutya kuni?”
“Zitya zonk’into”.
Izinja zikaKhoIekilc zazingaphaya kwcshumi ubuninzi bazo.

Yayinyc inja cyayinomzimba kuzo. Yayinamathambo ama-
khulu kwancnyama.

“Izinja zakho zikhaliphilc?” wabuza uTawusc.
“Utsho zona? Kakhulu”, waxcla uKholekilc.
“Wawuzihluphczc ngantoni ?”
“Ngesigcawu”.
“Zonkc?”
“Zinokuba zintathu okanyc zibcnc endazihluphcza ngc-

nkuma”.
Akuycka ukuthctha ncnkosi yakhc cntsha uTawusc waya

kuzihlalcla ycdwa. Nayo yakha yalungisa izinto ezithilc phakathi
komzi wayo. UTawusc waccla le nja yayinkulu ukuba imkhaphe
babhckc cthafeni.

“Nokuba bcndinokubuycla cmzini bendingczc ndahlala kulo”,
watsho uTawuse.

“Hi?” yasabela inja awaychamba nayo.
“Hayi ndithctha ndedwa”.
Umzi kaKholckile wawumi cndawcni embi escsigingqini, 
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cngcnazo nazixhobo namithi kufutshanc nayo, kubonakala ingca
njc qha. Wawuwodwa cminyc imizi isithclc kuwo. Wafuna
uTawuse ukuba kwakuthcni na ukuzc uKholckilc ayokuma
edlelwcni. Bagqithe czigusheni zakhc. Amatakanc azo aycqokelc-
lenc cdlala. ligusha wafika zitycbilc zingafani nazinja. Ucingc
kakhulu ngabahlobo bakhc awaycbashiyc chlathini, wancngqo-
ndo yokumka kwangoko. Wathi kodwa makakhc ahlalc apho
kudc kuphclc nokuba ziintsuku zinc. Wathctha kakhulu ncnja
awayehamba nayo, kodwa engafuni ukuyityhilela intlalo ayi-
hlcliyo csithi ingas’kc iyc kwazisa uKholckile, cnzakale kc.
Wabuya ethafcni nayo belandela amakhwcnkwc awaycyc
kunqanda iigusha. Wazibala uKholckilc ukungcna kwazo iigusha.

“Makwcdini! ndandithc kuni impahla nibokuza nayo ilanga
lisckho”, watsho ccwangcwisa imivalo. “lya kuba ncnyongo uku-
ba ikhc yatya ingca cnombethc apha. Andazi ukuba nifuna ukudc
ndithini na ukuzc nivc. Andikholwa yilc nto yokuba ndibe ndi-
khamisilc ndingxola. Ncnziwa yintoni lc nto ningafuniyo ukwc-
nza into cniyixclclwayo?”

Uthabathc isijungqu somthi csasisesangwcni wawagibiscla
ngaso amakhwcnkwc, abalcka.

“Ndiya kunilungisa, la matshivelana!” watsho uKholckilc.
UTawuse ufumcnc ukuba isibaya sakhc asakhiwanga ngoku-

qinilcyo.
“Uyawuthanda lo mzi, Ngqoqo?” ubuzilc uKholekilc.
“Ewc, ndiyawuthanda”, watsho uTawuse.
“Zonkc izinja phofu ziyakholwa nguwo”.
“Njcngokuba ucosclela njc xa uvalayo kungokuba iigusha

zingenakuya kwczi zikroba zilapha xa zifuna ukuphuma?”
wafuna ukuqonda uTawusc.

“Hayi, azinakuzc zityhobozc”, waphcndula uKholckilc. “Zazi
ukuba indawo yokuphuma yilc yodwa. lyaqina njc imini zila-
pha ukuba kuvaliwc”.

UKholckilc uthc uTawusc makazikhangclclc indawo aza
kulala kuyo. Wathi ycna usaya cmizini cyayingemva kwenduli.

“Kuthcni kungona uya emizini ngoku sckuhlwilc?” wabuza
uTawuse.

“Kukho umntu cndinqwcncla ukuba ndidibanc nayc. Andina-
kulunga ndilalc ndingambonanga. Bcndifanelc ukuba ndiyc kuyc
kwakusasa, kwaza kwathi ngcnxa ycmicimbi ukuba mininzi
akwabi njalo”.
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“Inkulu lc lali iscsapha?”
“Ewe. Nalo wani umzi usuka kuyo’ .
Uhambilc kc uKholekile cshiya uTawusc eselapho ngase-

sangwcni. Ngaloo mini azizanga zonwabc izinja chlathini
akungabikho uTawuse.

“Ingaba kwcnzckcni kuTawusc?” wabuza uMthendevu czi-
njcni.

“Unokuba usazifuncla into ctyiwayo”, waqashcla uBckclc-
ntloko. Zayithctha indaba yokungabikho kwakhc kwada kwasc-
zinzulwini zobusuku. Zaphuma emawcni zaya kumfuna zingcna-
kulala. Tawusc waycphi! Kwakukho czazisczincngqondo cthi
ufilc. UMthcndevu noBhaku basinga kwaKholisilc bcsakunga-
mfumani ehlathini. Bahlangenc nabantu ababini xa bcscnyuka
ngclali yascNtakana.

“Asizizo czi zinja zazisuka apha kuthi ezi?” warana omnyc
umntu. Yayiyinkosi kaBhaku endala leyo.

“Ndibona loo nto nam”, yatsho indoda cyayinayo.
OBhaku bcnza ngokungathi baqabcla ethafeni.
“Khanizc ngapha!” yabiza inkosi kaBhaku cndala.
“Sizc kwcnzani?” wabuza uBhaku.
“Ungakhc ulingc ume, Bhaku,” wamyala uMthcndcvu.

“Andiqondi ukuba abantu bascncnto abafuna ukuyithetha nathi.
Masingachithi ixcsha lcthu ngabo”.

“ ‘Zc kuthi kanti nizungula ukuba iigusha zcthu nizula apha
njc”, yakhwaza inkosi ka Bhaku cndala.

“Niya kwcnzani khonukuba sizibilc?” watsho uBhaku.
“Nitsho?”
“Ha ha ha-a-a!” wahlckcla phczulu uMthcndevu.
“Kanti loo ntsinana ninayo siya kuzc siyiphelisc ilanga libc

linye”.
“Ngcsivuya ukuba niyiphclisa ngoku ningathcthi ngcnto

cndala”, waxela uMthcndcvu.
“Kodwa mna, Mthendcvu bcndisithi masingabi saya kwa-

Kholisile”, wenjcnjalo uBhaku bcsakusithcla abantu.
Wala uMthcndcvu ngegama clithi scbchambc kakhulu ngoko

kc mabasebcsiya kufika.
“Uze ukhumbule ukuba oko sathi seza apha cmizini scsisuka

cndle asizanga sibonwc sisaya cmzini. Ingathi kum namhlanje siya
kudibana ncngozi. Mhlawumbi nangoku abaya bantu besithctha
nabo scbcyc kusimemela amadoda,” ngamazwi kaBhaku kc lawo.
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“Kanene wcna uza kubc ucikoza. Ingozi uyoyika ngokungathi
wakha wenzakala”, watsho uMthendcvu. Ngoku uMthendcvu
wathi kugxa wakhc makangamphikisi kwinto ayithethayo.

“Ndiza kukuycka kc”, waxela uBhaku, “kodwa ukuba ndikhc
ndabcthwa apha mna ndiya kukulibcka kuwc ityala”.

“Hayi, masihambc, njandini”, wankaniza uMthendevu.
UBhaku lo waycbathobcle oMthendevu noTawuse kangango-

kuba cnyc inja yayinokudc icingc ukuba bayamoyisa. Kanti
kwakungenjalo. Ukudalwa kwakhc waycncntliziyo cthambi-
leyo, clungile ngamazwi acacilcyo. Umsindo wakhc wawusiza
kadc. NoMthendcvu kc babengamboneleli bcmntlokothisa.
Baye kwindawo awayedla ngokulala kuyo uSibi. Bamvusa scl’-
cscbuthongwcni obunzulu. Wazamla.

“Ningobani?” wathctha ngelizwi clirwexayo.
“Sithi”, waphendula uMthendcvu. Waycngawabizi njc ama-

gama abo waycsazi ukuba unina uza kubeva ngamazwi. Kuthiwa
inja ayinakuzc ilahlckwc yinjana yayo nokuba sekusemnyameni.
Ibakhona indawana cthi iyiqaphelc ngayo nokuba incinane na.

“Tyhini! Mthcndcvu, nibuyile?” wafuna ukwazi unina.
“Hayi, Ma, asikabuyi”, walandula.
“Nize kwcnzani apha?”
“Sizc kukhangela uTawusc. Akabuyanga namhlanjc”, wachaza.
“Xa nicinga kc nina nithi uTawuse ngahlc ezc cbantwini

cbathiyc kangaka? Ebcnokudc ayenzc loo nto xa izinja bczibuye
zonke”.

“Kukho nokumbona njc ngclihlo cngczanga mizini”.
“Hayi, andikhanga ndimbonc”.
“Ngoku siza kukhe siyc kumfuna kwamanyc amahlathi. Kuno-

kwcnzcka ukuba ubalckc Ic nto yokuba ukuzingela iinyamakazi
kwavalwa kweliya sikulo”.

“Nguyc ycdwa inja cngekhoyo phaya kuni?”
“Ewc”.
“Ukuba ukwamanyc amahlathi unokuthini ukungaqhubi

nokuba yinja inyc?”
“Nakuloo nto yaloo mahlathi sesithctha njc, asazi. Hayi,

asazi”.
“Ndokhc ndikhangcle nam nangona ndingatsho ukuba

angalapha emizini”.
Kufikc uBambisela wabulisa ngobubclc. OMthendevu bakha

banomoya wokuhamba bakumbona.
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“Uya kuze uye niui chlathini, Bambisela?” wambuza uMthc-
ndcvu.

“Kanti ndiyakufuna ukuza kuni”, watsho uBambiscla. “Sc-
ndizisola into endandisalela yona. Ndikhc ndithi namaxa ndi-
bhekc ngaschlathini ndijongc ukuba andinakubhaqa nja ndiya-
ziyo na ndizokuthi mayindisc kuni”.

“O ! usakhc uyc ngasehlathini?”
“Ewc, xa ndiziva ndicacelc ukuhamba, lizolilc nokuzola”.
“Ubovela uyc njc wcna kuthi xa ufuna ukusibona ungalindi

ukuba udc usiwc. Akunakumka natlii ngoku?”
“Hayi, yckani uBambiscla ahlalc”, watsho uSibi.
“Nithi mandishiyckc ndililolo apha!”
“Andingcze ndiphathckc kakubi kodwa phaya?” wazibuzela

uBambiscla.
UMthendcvu: “Kuba utheni?”
“Kuthiwc ndandikadc ndiphi na ixcsha eli lonkc?”
“Akukho nja inokubuza loo nto. Siyayazi into yokuba izinja

aziqondi kunye”.
“Kodwa andinakho ukuya kwanamhlanjc”.
“Ikuwc loo nto”.
UBambiscla waycngafuni kuyiva lc nto yayithcthwa nguSibi.

Ukuba babelumkile bcnoSibi ngebabcmke bobabini ngobo
busuku.

“Anivumi kwahlukana noBhaku lo! Oko nanihamba nayc
apha nangoku niscngumtya ncthunga!” watsho uBambiscla.

“Akulula ukusilahla isihlobo sakho ungazanga uxabane naso”,
waxela uMthcndevu.

UBambiscla ucofe uBhaku czintctheni: “Ekubonakala ukuba
inkulu le nto niyityayo endlc”, watsho akugqiba. “linyama zcnu
zilukhuni. Ndiralela ukuba ndikhc ndinibonc kukhanya. Nifanclc
ukuba necntsinga”.

“Zezi gusha zoKholisilc bazityayo czi zibcnzc nyama-lukhu-
ni”, wathctha uSibi czisonga.

“Hayi, ungabc uphindc utsho, Ma”, wamnqanda uMthcndcvu.
“Uza kubangela ukuba sithatyathwc kakubi ngabantu ngcnto
cngekhoyo”.

“Uyamva kakade?” watsho uBhaku.
Kubc lixcsha lokuba izinja zasendlc zimkc zaza zaqonono-

ndisana noBambiscla ngokuya chlathini.
“Nibokuhlala nindilindilc ke. Ndiya kubalapha kungccntsuku 

131



ngaphi”, wathembisa uBambisela.
“Bcningenakuhlala kude kuse na, Bhaku, nandule kc ukuba

nihambc?” wababuza uSibi enqwaleka.
“Musa ukuzikhathaza ngathi. Asoyiki”, watsho uBhaku.
UMthcndevu uve ngoKholisile sel’embetha ngcntonga:

“Yintoni cmzini wam apha?” wangxola.
Ulcqc uBhaku kodwa akamfumana. UMthcndcvu waya kuzi-

mcla cmatyeni awaycngentla komzi. Wabulcla ukuba esindilc
ekufcni. UKliolisilc waziva izinja xa zazithctha, waza wazi-
chwcchwela. La madoda aychlangcnc nazo athi cndaweni yoku-
bikcla ilali ngczinja azibonilcyo, aya kugcina imizi yawo. UMthc-
ndcvu wamva uKholisilc ckubuycni kwakhc cvcla kusukcla
uBhaku. Wabona ukuba makangabi samkhangcla uBhaku
alalc apho cntla komzi azc avukc kuscmnyama ahambc. Uqwcbc
ubuthongo, kodwa abakhe butsho ukuhla. Wada walala scl’-
cngasazi ukuba angaze alale. Wavuka apho sekusile gcde.
Wabona amakhwcnkwe kaKholisile cphandle onkc. Wathi
makakhe ajonge ukuba aza kwcnzani na. UKholisilc ubizc uSibi
noBambisela wababuza ukuba badibcne ngantoni na nczinja
zascndlc.

“Hayi, asazi nto ngazo”, wakhanyela uSibi.
“Niyazazi”, yatsho inkosi yakhc. “Nimana ukuthi nikholwa

kukuhlala nathi njc nixcla ukuba niza kusiziscla amascla. Ndiqi-
nisekilc ukuba obu buchulc bokuba iigusha oTawusc babufumana
kuni apha. Baqala bathcthc nani phambi kokuba bcbc. Nangoku
into ebangcle ukuba kuse iiguslia zam zisaphclclc kungenxa
yokuba ndibabonc bcsafika. Bebczc kuzo”.

“ligusha ezibiwayo zczakho zodwa?” wafuna ukuqonda
uSibi.

“Hayi”, watsho uKholisilc. “Yonkc imizi lc ayiscnagusha”.
“Kweli lakho kc lithi ubuchule abanabo babufumana ngoku-

sukc baqalc babhunge nathi, kungokuba bcthctha nabani kulc
mizi ingenazinja?”

“Ninokuba niyaya nalapho nijonge indlcla zcnibaxclcle
scnilapha ekhaya”.

“Uyaqikelela?”
“Ewe”.
“OMthendevu bcbeze kukhangela inja elahlekileyo apha”.
“Ingathini ukuba ilahlekele apha ingasiyiyo yalapha?” wa-

ngxama uKholisile.
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“Ungaphendulwa ngabo apho bona zinja bezifuna .
“Yengubani loo nja bcbeze kuyifuna?”
“NguTawuse”.
“UTawusc lo bcndimsukela apha ngokuhlwa ulahlcke nini?
UBhaku wayebuyelcla kuTawuse ngcbala. Ebusuku kc babc-

ngahlulwa kakuhlc nazizinja czibaqhclilcyo.
“lyavakala njc lc nja ukuba ithctha amampungc”, yatslio

inkwcnkwc kaKholisilc enkulu.
“Makwcdini! bcndingazi ukuthi kanti kusckho amaramncwa

akhoyo phakathi kwcli khaya. Siya kusoloko sisithi izinja zasc-
ndlc ziyigqibile impahla kanti sekuqhuba nczi. Zibulalcni.
Ukuzigxotha akukunccda nto. Ndingaba ndandisa amascla
ascndlc chlcli cmaninzi”.

“Singathini ukukugcina ithuba clidc kangaka, nkosi, sikusc-
bcnzcla, uzc ngoku usibulalc ngaphandlc kwcsizathu?” wathctha
kalusizi uSibi. “Nccgusha zam zityiwa ngaphandlc kwcsizathu”.

“Yiycke, Ma, inkosi yethu xa ibonile ukuba mayiwubulclc
ngckrele umsebcnzi wcthu”, wenjcnjalo uBambisela sel’ezini-
kcle ckufcni. Wayesel’ckruqukilc kukusoloko watyholwa ngc-
zinto angazaziyo.

“Nithctha ukuba oMthendcvu abascnakuza na kuthi ngcnxa
yokuba babcxabcnc nani, khonukuba bcbcngazanga kukhangcla
nja ilahlekilcyo?” wabuza uSibi.

“Ningaphulaphuli nalc inyc into, makwedini”, watsho uKho-
lisilc. Azihlaba kc amakhwenkwe ngcmikhonto.

“Kodwa niya kuhamba nzima nokuba scsingekho thina”,
ngamazwi awakhuphayo lawo uSibi scl’phansti cphefumla nge-
nxcba. Inja cngazanga ithcthc nguBambiscla. Wcsuka wanya-
mcla qha. Kodwa wagqushalaza waya kuqhawukcla kudc. Yaba
ngumbono ombi lowo kuMthcndcvu ukufa kwczinja azalana
nazo ngaloo ndlcla. Amakhwcnkwe ambona esaqala ukusuka aza
afunza. Kwakungekho nanto afunza ngayo, esenza nje kuba aye-
qhele ukwenjenjalo ngenxeni cngaphambili. Amsukcla uMthc-
ndevu. Kwaphuma namadoda elali cza kuye. Wakha wabalcka
kancinane esithi abantu baza kubuye bajike. Bancekclcla baya
kuba kufutshane nehlathi. Akazanga abc naxbala akuba schla-
thini. Ngcthamsanqa wazifumana zikho zonke izinja cmaweni
ngaphandlc kukaTawuse. Wazixclcla ngabantu abczayo. Abantu
babengazazi nalapho zihlala khona, kodwa beqonda ukuba zino-
kuba scndaweni eyinqaba. Kubckho imfenc ebalcke phakathi 
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kwemithi eshinycncyo xa bescmbambcni ychlathi. Wakhwaza
kwa oko uKholisilc, wathi: “Nazo, madoda!”

Bayifuna abayifumana. UJongani ucebise ukuba makubhekwc
emaweni. Bahamba bcthalathalaza ke. Emadodcni kwakukho
awaycgqibcle ukungena chlathini cscngamakhwenkwc. Aycscl’-
cdiniwc ukuya kwawo apho, kwayc ayezelc ngumsindo. Kuvclc
inyamakazi yeza cbantwini iqinisile. Bayisukcla yabashiya, phofu
iphuma apha phakathi kwabo.

“Ngebe siyibambilc kc le nyamakazi ukuba bcsinezinja”,
uvakclc esitsho ujongani.

“Ucinga ukuba asinakubamba nyamakazi ngaphandlc kwe-
zinja?” wambuza uKholisile.

“Asinakho”, waqiniseka ujongani. “Jonga nangoku siphoswc
yinyamakazi ize ngqo kuthi”.

“Uzimisele gqitha czinjeni kungekho nto ziycnzayo”.
“Xa sithctha inyaniso cmsulwa mninzi umscbcnzi wazo.

Nonyakanje akuzingclwanga ngcnxa yokungabikho kwazo”.
“Andifuni nokuyiva oku loo nto. Abantu bayckc nje banga-

zingeli kuba bebehlcli beza kuyeka”.
“Ungandixclcla wona owodwa unmyaka abakha abantu

abazingcla?” wabuza ujongani.
“Mininzi”, watsho uKholisile.
“Ndandiphi mna?”
“Ndikwazi ngani ke?”
Ithc isakuyicinga inxalenye yamadoda indaba yomscbenzi

wezinja, yaqonda ukuba ujongani unyanisile. YanguKholisile
namadoda amathathu aphikayo ukuba zinonccdo. Bayokuma
ngaphcsheya komfula abantu malunga namawa. Abathctha.
Bathc ngokuqonda ukuba ziza kubalahlcka baya kuzo. Zakhwcla
emithini escmawcni. Bona ke ababi nakufikclela apho. Izinja
zazisczifundc zonkc izinto czenziwa zizilwanyana zasendle.
Ukujika kwabo bayc kwindawo ezazihlala kuyo. Izikhumba
zeegusha abazifumana apho zaba liqcla. Izinja zaziscnza iingubo
ngazo. Zazingasukwanga nokusukwa zizambatha zigrangqalala.
Bazithabatha ezo baqondayo ukuba bangazisebcnzisa. Kwa-
kukho nezaziziziqwcntshwana ekubonakala ukuba zazizezezinja
ezincinane.

“Yintoni nalc imbi nisenza yona zinjandini ?” utslrilo uKholisile.
UMthcndcvu watlii: “Sasinishenxclc njc cmizini yenu ngaba

nisilandcla ngani ngoku?”
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“ligusha zethu nizityela ni kaloku?”
“Sithi nathi masikhc sizivc”.
“Nizithathcla njc ningaziccli kuthcni?”
“Siyckc ngabom ukungczi kufuna gusha kuni. Siyazi ukuba

aningczc niziyckc nizinikc nja. Sidc sizc kutsho apha njc scnziwa
kukungafumani iznto csizinqwcnclayo. Imvula ingana kungasi-
bckclanga ukuba ningapha inja igusha nina nivimba kangaka”.

“Kodwa kc zeniqondc ukuba asizifuyclanga nina”.
“Hambani nimkc bantu sizokudc sizcnzclc izinto zcthu”,

watsho uMthcndcvu.
“Kuthcni ngathi nithctha ukuthanda kwcnu njc nisakuba

nilapha?”
“Sifanele siscndaweni ycthu apha”.
Enyukile amadoda, achola amatyc azigibiscla. Zchla emithini

ziqinisilc izinja, zawaphosa nazo. Kunjalo njc zazimi kakuhle
kuba zazivclc ngasentla. Zicclc neemfcnc ukuba zizincedisc.
Hayi kc zona zatsho umntu waphcpha cphcphile. UJongani
wabethwa yimfenc cntlafunweni wopha. Bamthabatha abantu
izinja sezisiza kuyc. Inkosi kaBhaku yathi xa itsiba udonga
yatyibilika yaya kuhlaba ngcdolo phantsi yakruncka. Yavuka
iqhwalcla inyclc. Amadoda namakhwcnkwc abalckela kwimizi
cngasehlathini.

“Inene izinja czilapha ehlathini azazi mntu”, watsho ujo-
ngani.

“Bafondini, niyabona ukuba akulula ukuzibctha izinja zasc-
ndlc”, wathctba uKholisilc. “Phofu azinakusinqabela kuphclc xa
sithc sacinga icebo. Ndiza kuthi kuni kunganjani na xa sinoku-
bulala zonke izinja czikhoyo csixckweni. Ukuba iiiyakholwa
kukuba zibulawe kufuneka singabi sabhungisana nabaninizo,
sihlabe inja esidibcnc nayo sigqithcle phambili”.

Avuma amadoda. Ascl’cqalisa kumzi awayckuwo. Akuzanga
kubckho mntu uwathela nqa czilalini. Endawcni yaloo nto
abantu babesuka bawabulclc. Nabafana bcclali ezaziscnczinja
bahamba begqogqa imizi cnezinja. Zathi zisakuqonda ukuba kubi
izinja zcsaba zabheka ehlathini, sczenzakclc kodwa inxalenye
yazo.

OMthcndevu abazanga baqalc baqonde ukuba ziyahlasclwa
izinja, kodwa babe baqonda ngokubona kukho ezinezinxenxe.
Kwizinja ezaya kufikelela chlathini kwakukho ckwakusckuku-
dala zalimala. Ezinyc zazincmilenze emithathu, zizodwa czazi-
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namehlo ancmilanga. Zonkc zazcnzakaliswc ngabantu. UXhonti
wakha wabuza cnyc inja ukuba kuthcni na incndlebe enyc
nje, yathi yashunqulwa ngabantwana abangcnambeko.

OKholisile baya nakwilali eyayinoTawusc. Baqala kanyc
kumzi awayckuwo. Saty’isikhali, yaw’inja. UTawuse wabalcka
engekamhlabi. Waya kufika chlathini cngakhanga aphumlc
nakanyc. Esakuwufcza umnqwcno wawo amadoda aya kwasc-
hlathini. Enza umlilo ahamba cwufaka engccni ngaphandlc
kwicala elalivcla umoya. Latsha ihlathi. linyamakazi zazivuka
ebuthongwcni zigqatswc lidangatyc, czinyc zirangukc.

“Ngabantu aba bcnza lc nto”, utshilo uMthcndevu, izinja
liziyilc.

“Babc bajongisc phi kc xa bcscnjcnjc?” wambuza uBckclc-
ntloko.

“Bafuna ukutshisa thina akukho nto yimbi”.
Zabakhangcla izinja. Babhaqwa nguBckclcntloko bcsabukclc.

“Cimani lo mlilo niwokhelc apho”, watsho. “Ningathini ukuza 
kwenza into cnje apha? Ziza kusithela phi izilwanyana, kuba
ihlathi liza kubc lingcnangca namascbe?”

UKholisile: “Kungokuba usithcthisa njc umlilo wonc ntoni,
kabani?”

“Nitshisa ihlathi lezilwanyana”.
“Laqala nini ukuba lclazo?”
“Kwamhla mnene”.
Azama ukumrangqa amadoda, waza wabalcka. Zambona

izinja.
“Nihlalc nisilindcle kc, nazi ukuba siza kuba lapho cmizini

ycnu nanini na”, watsho cbantwini uMthcndevu.
Ihlathi lavutha ngamandla kwada kwascbusuku. Yayiqha-

shumba imithi kubc ngathi kuqhawuka ntoni na nje. Nedangatyc
lalincsandi csikhulu esifana ncsomoya omkhulu. UKholisilc
namadoda clali yakhc baya kufika bcdanilc emizini yabo, czona
zinja bcbczifuna bcngazifumananga. Abuya amaxhcgo nama-
xhegwazana czokuva iindaba kubo njcngabantu ababcbhckc
chlathini. Ayelibonile ihlathi ukuqhuma kwalo, athi izinja
zinokuba zitshc zonkc. Aqhwaba izandla kusakuthiwa oBhaku
basindilc. Ithcmba lajika laba lixhala.

Izinja ngaloo mini zalala cndulini eyayingaphcshcya kwchla-
thi. UTawusc waxclclwa kusasa nguMthendevu ngokufa kuka-
nina noBambiscla. Izinja zazisoyika zisitlii uza kothuka.
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“Andibakhathalclc nokuba bafilc”, watsho uTawusc.
UMthcndcvu ycna waycsiva kakubi kukufa kukaSibi. Yayi-

scl’ingabo bobabini noTawusc izinja czczalanayo, bcngazazi
nabo ukuba baya kuphila ixcsha clingakanani na emhlabcni.
Izinja zifunc ukuya kubona ihlathi ncndawo yazo. Zifikc kusckho
izikhondo zcmithi csaqhumayo. Ihlathi lalikrelekrele. Amawa
aycscmi njcngoko aycnjalo ngaphandlc njc kokuba amatyc
aycmnyama ngumsi.

“Niyayibona into cycnziwc ngabantu cnizc nabo?” zikhwazilc
iimfcnc zingaphcshcya kwamawa.

“Bcbcze nathi na bcbczihambcla nje?” watsho uBckclcntloko.
“Ewe, siza kutsho, kuba okoko sazalwa akuzanga kutshe

apha”.
“Ycka, Bckclcntloko, musa ukuphcndula”, wamnqanda

uMthcndcvu.
“Ukuthctha kuzala into czininzi. Singasuka sizibonc sesixa-

bana nczaa mfcnc. Ibc ziyaphazama. Akukho nja ibikhc yabiza
abantu apha”. UTawusc ufunc ukwcnza izwi ezinjcni. Ukususa
kwakhe ukuthctha wathi: “Mawcthu! kumnandi kum xa izinja
cbcndinazo apha zisckho kubi kwclinyc icala, kuba amawcthu
abescmizini azingxwelera. Nawo ngoku kufuncka amkhuphe
umntu czingqondweni zawo. Nam ndiyafika bcndisayc kuqo-
nda izinto ezithilc cmizini. Intlalo yakhona andiyithandanga
konkc ndibangwa kukuqhela ukuzilawula. Abantu abakazi-
miscli ukuziphatha ngcyona ndlcla ifanclckileyo izinja.

Ndibonc izinto czininzi ngoku bendingekho. Isizathu cbcsi-
bangcla ukuba silambc apha kukunqcna ukucinga. Sathi oko
saycka imizi csasikadc sisiba kuyo asaba safuna kukhangcla
cminyc. Apho ndivela khona kukho iigusha ekuthiwa zihlala
cmathanga. Zona sinokuthi ukuba sizibilc kungabikho na-
mkhondo. Kuthiwa nabaninizo abazazi kakuhlc amanani azo.
Masibulale yonkc into cfuyiweyo csidibcnc nayo, nokuba
yinkomo ukuba ayinakusoyisa xa siyibamba. Abantu baza
kulihlawula igazi lczinja abaliphalazileyo. Akukhathaliscki noku-
ba banczixhobo czingakanani na”.

“UTawusc uyavakala”, utshilo uBekclentloko. “Kodwa ndi-
ncndwana cndiyikhalazelayo lc ithi makubulawc yonkc into
cfuyiwcyo. Umntu ushiyclwani? Siza kuthi sisakumycka amane
ukuza apha axchsc izolo. Ncegusha akufunckanga siyc kuziba
ngobusuku. Singayanga kula mathanga axclwa nguTawusc,
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masihluthc ezi zakiswc ngamakliwcnkwc emadlclwcni, atlii
ukuba ancnto eninzi yokuthetha siwabulalc. Akusckho nanto
ndiyiccngayo emntwini kakade”.

“Akuzukusuka ubalekc na xa sisilwa nabo? wambuza uMthe-
ndcvu.

“Abantu andiboyiki nakancinanc”, wazichaza uBckdcntloko.
“Wcna uyandazi siscmizini. Into endingcnakuzc ndiycnzc
kukulwa nabantu ndindcdwa”.

“Ndiyakuva. Kuza kuthctha mna kc ngoku”, utshilo uXhonti.
“Andazi nokuba ndizakuthetha kakuhlc na, ngcnxa vento

yokuba intloko yam ibuhlungu. Ndiyaqonda ukuba yenziwa
kukuqhunyiselwa ngumsi, into cbcndingasayiqhclanga. Nantsi
indawo cbalulckileyo: ukumka kwcthu cbantwini sasithc siya
kuzakhcla eycthu imizi. Sesiza kuwugqiba unmyaka singcnayo
nendlwana eyodwa. Salala cmaweni mhla safika ehlathini
nangoku sisalala apho. Neengonyama zingasifumana sisisulu
xa sihlcli ngolu hlobo, silala njc phandlc. Siyatyiwa nayingqclc
xa umoya usiza ngaphambili kula mawa. Kuyafana nje noku-
ngathi siscthafcni apho kungckho zindawo zisithileyo. Lilonkc
kc ndifuna ukuthi masiqalisc namhlanjc ukwakha izindlu zcthu.
Izinja ezizimfama ncziziqhwala ziza kuscbenza. Ngamchlo
ncmilenze izinto ezingckhoyo. Amandla wona aphelclc. Kanti
nezaluphclcyo kuza kufuncka ziscbcnzilc nazo. Akuzukubakho
nja iza kuhlala cndawcni cngayisebcnzclanga. Kuza kulunga
ninyulc ngoku inja cza kunipbatha. Ndidibanisa nam kc. Azina-
kuhamba kakuhlc izinto zcnu ningenankokcli. Ndimi”.

Izinja zcnza ngathi aziyihoyanga konkc lc nto yonyulo.
“Uthi iimfama ncziqhwala zitheni?” ubuzilc uZonclc.
“Ubulapha ngoku bcndithctha”, wamgwcxa uXhonti. “Xa

kufunwa isiphatha-mandla kujongwa izinto czininzi ezinjc-
ngcsidima, ukuthcmbcka nokukhalipha”, yatsho inja cyayiscl’-
inamava.

“Ningabushiyi ubukhali bengqondo cyona nto ibalulckc
kuzo zonkc. Kanti nobungangamsha kulungilc ukuba bubckho,
inkokcli yoyikckc ingadclwa naziingqcqe. Ingathi uTawusc lo
noBhaku noMthcndcvu banganawo amandla okuziphatha
izinja, ndingazi phofu nokuba ndiqhathwa yintoni na. Ngcc-
ntsukwana czimbalwa ndinabo apha scndinczinto cndiziphawu-
leyo kubo. Mna ndithi makukhcthwc kubo bobathathu”.

Lc nja yayithctha yayivela cNjica. Yayintanga inyc no Bcke- 
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Icntloko aba. Izinja zisebczc zonkc nangona kwakungckho nto
ifuna kuhlctywa. Zazingcnakuthctha zonkc, kuba ezinyc zazi-
ngamayilo. Ncminyewu yayikho phakathi kwazo. Kwaxoxa
ezaziscziqhclilc ukuhlala cndlc zodwa. Zaburola bonkc ubuciko,
bazo. Kwczazifika zazikho czazinokuba njcngoBhaku. Kodwa
kwathi ngcnxcni yokungabi nalwazi ngcmcko azajongwa. Kusu-
kumc inja cyayiphuma kwilali yoTawuse, yathctha ixcsha clidc
isckclczela ukuba kunyulwc uMthcndcvu, ixcla kc izigancko
wayckadc czcnza ukususcla cbunjancni bakhc kudc kuzokuthi
xhaxhc kwithuba cyayimchaza ngalo. Yabctha kwathi thaa czi-
njeni. Zatsho zamcaccla nczazimcaphukcla. NoBhaku wayckho-
Iwa ukuba kubckwc ycna, cyona nja waycvana nayo nanga-
phezulu kukaTawuse. Phofu waycngavuyayo nokuba kwaku-
nyulwc yena Bhaku xa sckudc kwahambcka ngolo hlobo. Ko-
dwa ukudalwa kwakhc waycngcyonja ithanda amawonga njc-
ngczinyc czazisoloko zanqwcnela ukongamela imicimbi nokuba
ingaphczulu kwazo.

Yaba nguMthcndevu kc inja cnyulwayo ukuba iphathc
izinja czisehlathini. UXbonti umcelilc ukuba akhc ayokuba
phambi kwczinyc izinja ukwenzcla ukuba zimazi zonkc nczifi-
kayo.Wathi akuma ngaphambili kc uMthcndcvu wascl’cqonda
ukuba makcnzc ilizwi.

“Ndiyavuyiscka kukuthi kanti uXhonti lo ehleli njc unezinto
azicingayo czingaba lunccdo csizwcni”, wcnjcnjalo ke. “Lc nja
uMthcndcvu niyinyulcyo, uMna kc ngoko, ayingckc ibc na-
mava ngaphczu kwczinyc izinja ezindala czilapha. Ndiyaqini-
scka ukuba nczi zizintanga zam zinokuba nczinto czingando-
gqithayo ngazo. Njengokuba iza kuba ndim njc ophcthcyo,
siya kuthi ukuzc siqhubc kakuhlc nindinqande xa ndiscnza into
cniyibonayo ukuba yimposiso. Maxa wambi ndiza kuthi into
ilungilc, kanti akunjalo. Ndiyinja csithandayo isizwc sakokwayo.
Asingomnqwcno wam ukuba ndibc ndigrwangxulana nczinja
ngcntctho. Izinja mazcnzc njc ngoko zixclclwa. Akulunganga
ukudukisa kwcnja xa inikwa umscbenzi. Inja ukuba inenkani,
ndiya kuycnza iphclc tu. Imbi into yokuba inja ibc ithundczwa
ngakumbi xa kunccdwa yona”. Wahlala phantsi uMthcndevu.

“Ndikhangelc njc mna ingathi kungona siza kuhlala kamna-
ndi ngoku”, watsho ycna uBhaku. “Bcsikadc sihleli ngokwezi
zilwanyana zilapha zisoloko zitsibatsiba cmithini. Thina sivcla
ebantwini, masizibonisc ukuba sinolwazi csinalo. Mna ndiya- 
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yithanda into cntlc, nomsebenzi andiwunqcni. Sendiqondilc
ukuba izinja ziyakholwa nguwe, Mthendevu. Ngokungatha-
ndabuzekiyo yonkc into oycnzayo iya kuhamba kakuhlc nge-

. mvisiswano. Bcndingavuyayo xa bcsinokuthi sakhc izindlu
czinokuba ngaphczulu kwczabantu ngobuhlc nangokuqina.
Ncmfuyo masibc nayo njcngabo, asinakho ukusoloko sisiba njalo.
Scndidiniwe nma kukuthi xa ndikhanuka inyama ndibhckc
cmizini”.

“ligusha zokufuya siza kuzizuza njani, phi na?” ubuzilc uMthe-
ndcvu.

“Siza kuya kuzithimba cbantwini”, waxcla uBhaku. “Ezaa
nkomo nczaa gusha banazo phaya bazifumana ngezikhali”.

UXhonti: “Kusekho inja cngaba iscnombuzo?”
“Hayi”, zalandula izinja.
“Kungona nixoxayo ngoku ihlathi sclitshilc?” itshilo imfcnc

iphczulu cliweni. Yayingayivanga ncntctho yczinja.
UMthcndcvu ubizclc kuyc uBhaku noXhonti bahamba.

Izinja bazishiyc ncnze umyalczo otlii mazc zingcmki cmawcni
baza kubuya.

“Ndifuna khe siyc kukhangcla indawo esingemisa kuyo
izindlu kunye ncentango”, watsho uMthcndcvu.

“Kuza kwakhiwa kwalapha ehlathini?” wafuna ukuqonda
uBhaku.

“Ewc”.
“Kunganjani ngaphandlc kwehlathi?”
“Akunakulunga. Phofu lo mhlaba ungaphandlc mhlc, kuba

womile, into ckhoyo andiwuthandi. Abantu bangayazi yonke
inkqubo ycthu xa sinokwakha kuwo. Apha ehlathini abanaku-
fumanc bczcnjc. Nayizolo bangcnc bcziqinisilc. La makhwcnkwc
aycsoloko csiza apha nczinja usakhc uwabonc?”

“Hayi. Kakadc ayaphi ?”
“Oyika thina. Ndiyaqonda ukuba athi naxa scl’esiza ajikc

csithubeni. Uyabona kc xa sisekuhlcni singatshisclwa mihla lc
ngoKholisilc, kufunckc ukuba sisoloko sisakha into enganasi-
phelo. Akunjalo?”

“Ewc, kunjalo”, wangqina uBhaku.
“Uthcthc nawe Xhonti xa ngaba ndiyaphazama kulc nto

yendawo yokwakha,” watsho uMthcndevu.
“Wcnza kakuhlc”, wakhuthaza uXhonti.
“Kaloku ngoku singabalapha. Kufanclckilc ukuba yonkc into 
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ycthu ibc lapha. Asizukudc sigqibc ihlathi lonke”, waxcla
uMthendcvu.

“Masakhe kulc ndawo sikuyo”, waccbisa uBhaku. “Ikhangc-
lcka ngokungathi intle”.

“Ewe, intlc”, wavuma uXhonti. “Kukho namatye csinoku-
gcakamcla kuwo ilanga xa kubanda. Kanti namanzi nanga
kufutshanc, asinakuhamba kakhulu xa sifuna ukusela”.

“Ingaba yintoni ke cnyc esiyifunayo ?” watsho uMthendcvu.
“Uthi Xhonti la matye akasobc aphclc kuba siza kwakha

ngawo iintango? wafuna ukwazi uBhaku.
“lintango azizukwakhiwa ngamahlahla na?” wabuza uXho-

nti.
“Bcndikholwa ukuba ibc zczamatyc”, waxela uMthendcvu.
“Akanamsebenzi nokuba aphclilc. Singaya kuhlala naphaya

cmawcni. Asikudanga xa silapha. Masiyc kulanda izinja kc”,
watsho uBhaku.
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ISAHLUKO

II

Zithe cwaka izinja besakufika kuzo
oMthcndcvu kungakhanga kutshiwo
ukuba mazithulc. Zalindcla ilizwi cliza

kuphuma. Uzithabatliilc uMthendevu wazisa apho kuza
kwakliiwa khona. UTawuse wabonakala cngatyhilckanga
cbuswcni, ckucacc into yokuba waycyifuna le ndawo yokuk-
hokcla. Ukrwcce uBhaku wathi makhc czc ngakuyc.

“Khawutsho, Bhaku, uyakholwa wcna yilc nto yokunyulwa
kukaMthcndcvu?” wafuna uluvo Iwakhc.

“Ndiyakholwa”, waphcndula uBhaku.
“Mna andiyithandi konkc loo nto”, wazichaza uTawuse.
“Kungani ukuba ungayithandi ?”
“Uyakhumbula ukuba ndim owathi izinja mazizc cndlc?”
“Ewc”, wamvumcla.
“Kc kunganyulwa mna njc ndiphathc izinja kungasiphi isi-

zathu?”
“Kaloku, Tawusc, bcsckutshiwo kwathiwa kuza kunyulwa

ngczcnzo. UMthendevu lo ufumanisekc cyiyona nja ingapha-
thayo”.

“Kuqhutywc kakubi. Akukho nja ingaqala into ’zc ngoku
kuthi xa sckuza kulunga itycshclwe”.

“Musa ukukhalaza. Uza kuyinikwa indawo cycyakho”.
“Engaphantsi kwalc kubckwc kuyo uMthcndcvu?”
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“Ubungcnakunikwa kwayona”.
“Ndifuna ibc ndim phambili”.
“Akunakuzc ubckwc wcna, Tawusc, usikhokelc ungathc-

mbckanga. Uyafika nangoku, uvcla apho singaziyo. Usishiya
apha silamba, kanti noko usajongc ukusikhokcla. Okuya kwakho
cmizini kucacisa into yokuba wawungaqinisckanga kulc nto
wawuyithctha. Kakadc bckutheni ukuzc uyc cmizini? Ubaleka
indlala apha, ngoku seluscnza ngathi ubuyc kukhangcla indlcla
ckuhleliwc ngayo zizinja cmizini. Uyazi njc intlalo yczinja kwa-
lapho wawuvcla khona ubuyc kukhangcla yiphi? Asinakuqha-
thwa nguwc apha. Futbi xa uncnto clapha kuwc ezingqondwcni
yikbuphc, nazi izinja,” waqokcla ngclo uBhaku.

UBhaku uyc kumthcla tshuphc uMthcndcvu ngcnto cthcthwa
nguTawusc.

“Ndihlc ndabona ukuba ikhona into cza kuvcla”, watsho
uMthendevu.

“Ungaxhali akukho nto aza kuycnza”, wamqinisa uBhaku.
“Kha niphulaphulc zinja”, wcmisa uMthcndcvu, “Ndinqwc-

ncla ukuba ngaba kukho izinja czincmiscbcnzi cziyaziyo zizc
ngaphambili kum”.

Ubuzc kwinjana cyayincinanc into cyayiycnza cmizini, yathi
yona yayikhonkotba kuphcla. Zayithi gquzu intsini izinja.

“Hayi, musani ukublcka”, wazinqanda uMthcndcvu. “Ngu-
msebcnzi omkhulu lowo”.

UMthcndcvu lo wayczitbanda iinjana czingaphantsi kwakhc.
Waycsonwaba xa ahlcli nazo nangaphczulu kwaxa enccntanga
zakhc. “Ngoku siza kuqalisa umscbcnzi,” yaxcla inkokcli.
“Masisondczc la matyc alapha kufutshanc. Izindlu nccntango
ziza kwakhiwa ngaxcsha nyc”.

Uzahlulahlulc izinja ngokwakhc. Kwakho cziza kufunqula
amatyc, zaza czinyc zabclwa ukwakha. Imisctycnzana cnjc ngo-
kusiphula ingca nczikhondo zemithi yanikclwa izinja czaluphe-
lcyo nczincinanc kwancmilwclwc. Ziphithizclc kc umsebcnzi
ziwuthabatha ngamabhongo. Zadinwa kungckudala zibambc
amatyc.

“Tawusc ubc ngathi uyakhawuleza kunoko, ilanga limkilc”,
wamxhalisa uMthendcvu.

“Ukukhawuleza kukuthini?” wambuza uTawuse.
“Ndixcla ukuba uthi xa ubamba ilitye ulithi hlasi ubalcke

nalo uyc kulinika inja eyakhayo”.
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“LJzc uqonde kakuhlc ukuba amatyc anzima”.
“Naba oBhaku bcbaleka nawo”.
“Mhlawumbi asilingani ngamandla”.
“Uzc uthi ukuba uyoyiswa kukubamba ilityc uliphakamisc

nangamazinyo ulitsale”.
“Alingeze lashukuma ilitye ngaloo ndlela”.
“Ndifanelc ukutsho andiboni yimbi elingeza ngayo kubakhi”.
“Xa liqengqwa kunganjani?”
“Zama nangalcyo”.
Ulingile kc ukuliqcngqa clinye uTawuse, akalunga. Amatyc

aycngcnakuqengqeka chlathini njengoko umhlaba wawutha-
mbilc, cngcna kc kuwo. Ulithabathilc ngomsindo ngoku ilityc
elo. Kwathi kanti usuke sekukho inja cmva kwakhc. Yamgila
waya kuwa, nayo yaya kuwa kwelinyc icala. Qhu! Angqubana
amatye kwaqhuma umsi. Ibe yilcyo inja yavuka yazibalckcla.

“lyawa yintoni na, Tawusc?” wamangaliswa uMthendevu.
“Asiyilc nja lc iza kuziganxa kum indlela inkulu kangaka”,

wachaza uTawuse.
“Ngxe-c! Tawusc!!” yaccla uxolo le yayigilcne nayc. “Ndizc

sendingasaboni ngamchlo la. La matyc enza incilikithi”.
“Nibokuvula amchlo xa niscbcnza, kuba niyakusuka ncnza-

kalisane”, wayala uMthendevu.
“Kungakho ntoni xa sinokuwaycka amatyc sakhc ngodaka?”

wabuza uTawuse.
“Udaka alunakwakha zindlu zomclclcyo”, yaphcndula inkokcli.
“Kungokuba kunganjani xa sinokumba imingxuma sihlalc

kuyo. Nguwona mscbcnzu ungalula lowo”.
“Njandini! Uyazi nawc ukuba imingxuma ithandwa ziinyoka.

Akukho nja ifuna kuhlala mgxunycni apha ngaphandlc kwakho.
Nawc wcnziwa kukunqcna”.

UTawusc ubonilc ukuba makamyckc uMthendcvu, kuba
waycba ngathctha naye asukc amngxamcle ngokwcnjana cngc-
nangqondo. Izinja zaya kuwulahla umsebenzi sckuhlwilc, zinga-
safuni nokutya ngcnxa yokudinwa. Nangona zaziqalise cmva
kwemini ukwakha, indima yazo yayibonakala. UTawusc
wasala cmaweni ngosuku Iwesibini. UMthcndcvu wambona
sercsemscbenzini ukuba akakho. Wacela uBhaku ukuba baye
kumlanda. Bamfumana czilalisilc.

“Kutheni uselapha njc, Tawuse, kukudala izinja zimkile?”
wambuza uMthcndevu.
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“Andukuphumclcla ukuhamba namhlanjc”, watsho uTawusc.
“Ndiziva ndingaphilanga”.

“Ugula yintoni?”
“Umzimba wam ubuhlungu wonkc”.
“Wcnziwc buhlungu yintoni?”
“Kokwa kusindwa ngamatyc izolo”.
“Ukuba uthctha loo nto ncycthu ibuhlungu, bcsisebcnza

sonkc. Ubumclwc kukuba nccntloni uziccngc uyc cmscbcnzini.
Izinja zinokukuthcla nqa xa iinokusuka uhlalc apha umkhulu
kuphumc iinjana czincinanc”.

“Hayi, ndiyekcni. Andihambi”.
“Uthi ngaba injongo zikaTawusc ziphi, Bhaku?” waqondisisa

uMthcndevu.
“Ndithi mna engavumi njc ukuhamba wcnziwa kukunga-

kholwa kukulawulwa nguwc”, watsho uBhaku.
“Ke, ndingamenza njani eve ngam?”
“Icebo linyc kukuba umqhubc ngcnkani”.
“Nguyc lo cngavumi”.
“Mtyc, ndikhona”, wafunza uBhaku.
UMthcndcvu uyc engxamilc kuTawusc wafika wathi kuyc:

“Sukuma uhambc. Andikholelwa kulc nto uyithcthayo”.
UMthendevu uthc akubona ukuba akamkhathalclc wamthi

nyaxa ngccnzipho cgxalabeni. Balwa ke ngoku. UBhaku ubambc
uTawusc wamwisa.

“Hckc! Bhaku”, wabulcla uMthcndcvu.
Bamkrwitsha uTawusc wada waphantsa ukuyoba. Utakc

phandlc bcsakumycka.
“Ndiya kukubulala ukuba akunakwcnza njcngokuba ndiku-

xelcla”, wamqwcbisela uMthcndevu.
Wakhathazcka kakhulu uTawusc kukulunywa zizinja awayc-

zithembilc, awaycnokuthi nokuba uvclclwa nayintoni na cmbi
acclc unccdo kuzo. Kodwa ngabana zazingatbanga zimhla-
nganyclc ngelc kwakumc ngayc. Izindlu czazisakhiwa zizinja
zazintlanu. Ngosuku Iwesibini sisakha kwaba sckukho udonga
olugqityiwcyo. Lwaluluhlc kubonakala ukuba Iwcnziwc zizinja
ezinobugcisa.

UTawusc umanc cbiza izinja nganyc czibuza ukuba ziyithanda
kangakanani na inkokcli yazo. Zakho czithi ziya yicaphukcla.
Waycfuna ukuba azahlulc izinja ahambc nazo zingabiphantsi
kuka Mthcndevu. Akazangc aphindc ahambc noBhaku ukusu- 
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sela okoko babckhe bamtya. Wavana noZoncle. Izindlu ncc-
ntlanti zagqitywa kungazanga kubckho nja ilimalayo. Ngomhla
ezaziza kusungula ngawo ukuya kuhlala cmzini wazo, wathetha
kakhulu uMthcndcvu ngokuthi ziwunyamckele umscbenzi
wazo. Wathi mazimkc kusakhanya cmawcni. Zancla zonkc
kwezo ndlu zazakhiwc. Waba mkhulu umoya wokungcvisisani
phakathi kwczinja noMthcndcvu. Akaba nakuyinccda nganto
loo nto. Izinja zaya kuzifuncla iigusha cmadlclwcni. Zabuya
nemihlambi cmininzi mhla zaqala ukuphuma. Zabatshutshisa
gqitha abantu ngcli xesha zasczinomzi, izibaya zazo zasoloko
zizcle qhu yimpahla. Kodwa zona zazingafani nabantu zifuycla
cmlonyeni. Kwakungacingi ukuzc kuphclc iintsuku czintlanu
iigusha ziscninzi. Amadoda czizwe aqokclclana ngoku czama
ukufumana iccbo anokuthi ngalo asindisc impahla yawo czinjcni.
Usuku awayehlangenc ngalo Iwaba lukhulu kakhulu czimbalini
zomhlaba. Aya kwakusasa enkundlcni kumzi ckwakuza kuxoxc-
Iwa kuwo. Aycsazi phofu ukuba akuzukuthcthwa kwakusasa.
Umntu uyangxama xa cncnto cmxhalisilcyo.

Umzi cyaycnzelwc kuwo imbizo wawuscNtakana. UKholi-
sile nayc waycjongc ukuya apho, kodwa wakha walala ckhaya
efuna ukuba adc aphclele amadoda. Waycwabona kakuhlc
ukuza kwawo cvcla kwiinkalo ngccnkalo. Kwakukho nawaye-
sihla ngascmzini wakhc. Ubewahamba naye. Wafika wakhahlcla
emadodcni. Kwakuzclc enkundlcni kungckho ncndawo yokunya-
thela. Isithcthi sokuqala yaba ngujongani. Wavcla wcnjcnjc:

“Intsusa-mabandla, madoda, zizinja. Ndicinga ukuba nikhc
ncva ngabantu ababcthunyiwe ukuba bamcmc lc mbizo ukuba
kuya kuthcthwa ngazo. Umcimbi csidibcnc ngawo apha utya
wonke ubani. Asisenampahla. Akukho mntu ungayiboniyo loo
nto. Isizathu sokuphcla kwayo sinyc, kukutyiwa zizinja ezazikadc
zihlcli apha phakathi kwethu ngaphambili, zaza ukufuduka
kwazo zafuna ukuyitshabalalisa imfuyo yethu. Imihlambi yee-
gusha cbidla ngokunqumbana cmadlelwcni mhla ligqatsilcyo
ilanga, aningekhc niyibonc. Endingazi ukuba izinja ziyithini na
impahla cngaka. Ifikc ibc ngummangaliso kum loo nto yoku-
phcla kwcmpahla ngethutyana elingephi, ngaphaya koko
ibe mbi. Yinto cngalunganga ukuqabuka scl’ulihlwempu nge-
ndlclana cngaqondakaliyo. Siwcnzilc onkc amalingc okukhusela
imfuyo yethu, kodwa asanccdcka. Amacebo akakho. Scsikhc
sasuka sisithi siya kubulala izinja sasukc sabuya salimala. Nezi 
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iigusha ziphuma kusasa njc kusenokwcnzcka zingabuyi, ibc ngoku
ziyiyckilc nalaa nto bczikadc ziycnza yokuthabatha igusha
ibcnye, zisukc zibc iigusha ezininzi. Kwczam iimbono bcndisithi
makuyiwe kuzo kucclwe uxolo. Ingathi lilona ccbo linokusi-
lungcla clo, ndingazi phofu. Namanye amadoda ascza kuvelisa
awawo”.

UKholisile watshijila wajonga kwclinye icala cbonakalisa
ukungakholwa kwakhc yintetho kajongani. Yavakala kakubi
kuyc into yokuya kucela uxolo czinjcni. Waycxolelc ukuba
kumke ncyokugqibela igusha engazanga athi taru kuzo.

“Nantsi indawo cndifuna ukuyiqonda”, wakhawulcza watsho
uKholisile. Amwawa amadoda cnkundla athi makahlale phantsi
cngasafuni kuva nto ngaye.

“Andinakungathethi apha nokuba sekutheni na”, wawaxelcla
uKholisilc cbctha ngentonga yakhe phantsi. “Xa kanti kufuncka
ndingathcthanga njc ngebc ndingamcnywanga ukuba ndibc
lapha. Ndifuna inkundla indazisc ngoku ukuba ukuthctha oku
kukhcthe abantu abathilc. Nam ndilahlckclwc yimpahla njc-
ngamntu wonke, kwayc nczinja cndandizifuyilc zikwezi kuthiwa
makuyiwc kuzo. Nithi kc nina mandibc simumu, into eza kusuka
yamkclc loo nto ithcthwa ngamanyc amadoda. Hayi bo! andi-
vumi. Ndingasukc ndiyc kungqengqa cmzini wam kubc kanye
cndaweni yaloo nto”.

Inkosi kaBhaku cndala izc kumcenga ukuba cve. Kuphcla
kwcndoda cyayivana naye leyo, nangona babcsoloko baxabana.
Babcsithi ukuba baxabene kusasa ubonc scbchamba kunyc ku-
ngekatshoni nclanga. “Ungakhc ulingc undayamc”, uyigatyilc
uKholisilc inkosi kaBhaku endala esolula isandla sakhc.

“Ngumntu onani lo ungafuni kuxclelwa?” yamangaliswa
inkosi kaBhaku.

“Unyanisile noko, madoda, uKholisile”, utshilo omnye umfo.
“Ilungile into yokuba umntu ayekwe ayikhuphc imbilini yakhc.
Mhlawumbi nayc uncccbo analo phaya kuyc, ibc lc nto yezinja
uyazi ngaphczulu kwcthu. Usuka nazo kudc”.

Udc wanikwa ithuba lokuba athcthc kc uKholisilc. Amadoda
aycsithi makathulc njc, ayengasalindclanga lunccdo luno-
kuvela kuyc. Zazininzi izinto awayczona cnqandwa.

“Ndithanda ukukhe ndcnze umbuzo ubcmnye njc apha
cmadodcni”, watsho uKholisile. “Izinja aziyi kusivuyelcla na xa
siya kugoba phantsi kwazo?”
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“Usemile ke?” wabuza ujongani.
“Bendithe umbuzo wam uza kuba mnyc .
“Kaloku uxolo olu yiyona nto izijikayo ingqondo cziqulathc

umoya ombi. Uthi usakuthi: ‘uxolo’ cmntwini aseske ayekc
yonke into abcyicinga”, watsho ujongani.

“Asithcthi ngabantu apha, mfondini. Sithctha ngczinja”.
“Zicinga ngokwabantu nazo”, watsho ujongani. “Ukuzc

zimkc nje zazifuna ukuxelisa thina. Andinankolo yokuba zinga-
funa izinto czazizifuna kanti zincngqondo cyahlukileyo. Wcna ke
ube usitlii kungathiwani?”

Wathula uKholisilc, wahlala phantsi.
“Bckunganjani xa bcsinokuzibiza izinja zibuyclc kuthi?”

yatsho inkosi kaBhaku cndala. “Azinakuzc ziyenze le mbuqc
zihlala nathi”.

Ixokozelc yonkc inkundla icacisa ukuvumelana nayo. “Kungo-
kuba ziya kuwanikwa na la malungclo zaziwabiza zisakuba
zilapha?” wafuna ukwazi uKholisilc. “Zc niqondc ukuba azizi-
kuvuma ukuhlala nani njcngezinja”.

“Mna, nkundla, ndithi maziphathwe ngokwabantu”, iscyi-
nkosi kaBhaku cndala kc leyo.

“Amaccbo eniwabckayo apha mabini”, kusathctha uKholisilc,
“ke mna ndingakholwa kukukhc ndivc ukuba inkundla ikholwa
liliphi na.” Amadoda athi akholwa lcli lamva.

“Njengokuba senzile nje singabaninimizi”, watsho uKholisilc.
“Apha cmizini ycthu kukho izinto czingachukunyiswayo

naziintsapho zcthu. Izinja azizukunqwcncla ukuba zingaphatha
yonkc into na?”

“Hayi”, yala inkosi kaBhaku cndala. “Azinakusilawula cmi-
zini ycthu. Zinokulinganiswa neentsapho zcthu, nazo zibc
nemida czingayigqithiyo”.

“Ndiyakuva, mmelwane”.
Amadoda awuxovula umbandela wczinja ngokwanclcyo,

agqiba kungekho inasikrokro. Nawayengazanga athcthe ayc-
hluthi ezingqondwcni zawo. Ukhe wabuzwa uKholisile ukuba
uyavuma na ycna siqu ukuba izinja zilandwc.

“Xa inkundla ifikclelc kwizigqibo ezinjalo andinakuma eca-
lcni ndedwa”, waxcla uKholisilc. “Ndoyiswa njc yiyo”.

“Kc, kaloku ke, madoda, siza kuhlabcla mgama singckadc
sishiywc lilanga”, utshilo ujongani. “Makukhcthwc amadoda
aza kuya kuthetha nezinja azibizc”.
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“Ucinga ukuba angamangaphi ?” yabuza inkosi kaBhaku
endala.

“Ndithi anokuba mathathu”.
“Hayi, niakangasesuke abe mancinci kangaka”.
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Inkundla yathi makabc sibhozo ke, noKholisilc ambalcla kwclo
qcla.

“Makayckwc yena ummclwanc”, yaccbisa inkosi kaBhaku
endala.

“Ingascyipatyalaka yonkc loo nto bcsizama ukuyilungisa
csakuya phaya chlathini”. Yayixela uKholisilc kc.

“Akunamscbcnzi nokuba andiyanga”, watsho uKholisile.
Kwasekufakwa mntu wumbi kc endaweni yakhc.
La madoda asibhozo ayalclwa ukuba azc azifikclclc zonkc

iindawo czinczinja. Amadoda aycchwayitilc ngokungathi impa-
hla yawo seliyekiwe ukutyiwa zizinja. Inkosi kaBhaku endala
nayo yaba kwiqcla ckwakuthiwc maliye cmahlathini. Yayi-
thenjiwe ukuba ayinakungczi nazo izinja. Yayingumntu okwa-
ziyo ukuyicoselela into ide iphumclcle ngale ndlcla ebcfuna yona.
UKholisile wazibona izithunywa xa zazishiya imizi ngomhla
czazisiya ngawo ehlathini, waza wathctha nazo.

“Kunjcnjc njc ngulaa mfo”, yatsho inkosi kaBhaku cndala
igxanya. “Uya kuze cnzc into cngaphezulu kwalc”.

Athi amadoda akufika chlathini elali noTawuse awavclcla
ccalcni amawa csithi ngokwawo afuna izinja ziwabonc selckho,
ukwenzela ukuba zmgabi nakubaleka. Akazifumana apho emawc-
ni, ziscmzini wazo. Azibuza czinyamakazini ukuba ziphi na, zawa-
xelcla. Abonwa nguBhaku xa sd’ekufutshane nezindlu. Wa-
khonkotha kungasckho nokuba angaya kwazisa izinja ngawo.
UMthcndcvu wakhawuleza waphuma csakuliva ilizwi lika
Bhaku, ezama ukuqonda ukuba ingaba konakclc ni na. Uku-
khonkotha zazisezikuvalilc izinja, kuba zisithi kubiza izilwanyana.
Izilwanyana zchlathi zazisoloko zazicenga ukuba zikhonkothc.
Ukukhonkotha kwakuvakala kamnandi kuzo, kangangokuba
zazidc zizicclc ukuba zizifundisc. Zibuye zonkc ke izilwanyana
zizokumamela, zisakukhonkotba. Ngoku zingavumi ukumka
nokuba scziyekile. UMthcndevu wathi esakuvcla abantu sebcmi
phambi kwcndlu awayekuyo, wakha woyika. UBhaku wayckhc
adc afune nokubamba. Wayengoyiki xa cbhadiwe. Ezinye izinja
czazize kukroba zaphcthuka zatsho ngaphakathi zisithi ukufa
sckufikilc. Phandle yanguBhaku, noMthendevu noTawuse.

“Nibckwa yintoni apha bantundini?” wabuza uMthendevu.
“Sihambelc kuni, Mthendcvu”, yaphendula inkosi kaBhaku

cndala.
“Nizokuthini kuthi?”
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“Soloko sinesikhalo esinaso ngento enibi cniscnza yona
yokutya inipahla yethu. Khancnzc kuhlc, nizi wakwanja

“Ngobani abaphcthc kakubi abanyc, kukho nina, kukho thina? ’
“Nini”.
“Hi?” “Asizukuvana kakuhlc yile nja ikhonkothayo. Yima!

Bhaku!” wamnqanda uMthcndcvu.
UBhaku uyokuriwula inkosi yakhc cndala, phofu akadc ayi-

bambc. Wamngxolisa uMthendevu.
“Utlii kc ngobani abaphcthc kakubi abanyc?” wabuza loo

mbuzo kanjaqo cmva kokupha'zanyiswa nguBhaku.
“Nini. Thina ngokwcthu akukho nto ycnu sakha sayibulala.

Nani ngokwenu asizanga sinibulale”.
“Baphi oSibi, ziphi zona czinyc izinja cbcnikadc nizibulala?
“Ewe, khona zikhe zabulawa izinja, kodwa ngczizathu czibo-

nakalayo, kanti kc nani bcningabayckanga abantu nibatya.
Baninzi abantu abazclc ngamanxcba cmizimbeni yabo”.

“Kanenc ukuluma umntu kudibcnc nokumbulala? Khawundi-
phc kuloo ndawo”.

“Kudibcnc. Uthi umntu akulunywa yinja nokuba yintoni na
enobuhlungu afc”.

“Kukufa ngcngozi oko, iinjongo zcnja zingckho apho”.
“Ukufa kunyc kuyafana. Asizazi thina ukuba zibc ziphi na

iinjongo zcnja xa iluma umntu”.
“Xcla unmtu abc mnye owakha wafa linxcba lcnja?”
“Akakho cndimaziyo, kodwa kuthiwa bakhc babekho”.
“Uthctha ngcnto ongayaziyo nawe. Kunjalo njc ncnzc into

cmbi, bantu, lc yokurintyela inja ngentambo cmqaleni niyiruqc
ixhathisa, ikhala, niyc kuyibulala. Kubc kodwa ukukhe nithi
xa inja izclc iinjana czininzi nithumc amakhwenkwc ukuba ayc
kuzibulala cningazithandiyo nezingabckwanga mntu. Azitha-
bathc kc azinkalc cmatycni. Zibuhlungu kakhulu czo nto kuthi.
Andazi ukuba aninamasikizi na nibadala njc. Ubulungisa obu
nijongc ukubcnza cbantwini bddwa?”

Amadoda azivc cnosizi.
“Ningabisakhathazcka, Mthendcvu,” yangxcngxezisa inkosi

kaBhaku cndala. “Into esiyithunyiwcyo apha kuni kukuba sizc
kunicela ukuba niphindcle cmakhaya. Intlalo ayisayi kufana
neyangaphambili”.

“Oko kukutlii niyaluqonda uhlobo cbcnisiphcthc ngalo ukuba
bclungalunganga ?”
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“Ewc, siyaluqonda. Asobc siphindc senzc izinto ezingangqi-
nclaniyo ncmiphcfumlo ycnu”.

“Niqinisekile ukuba aniyi kusipha amathambo odwa xa kukho
inyama?”

“Siya kuninika yonkc into ctyiwa ngumntu”.
“Niya kuthini mhla inayo? Aniyi kusibcka emakhalcni?”
“Niza kuhla nathi czindlwini”.
Wancuma uMthendcvu kwakutshiwo cqonda ukuba baza

kuzifumana zonkc izinto ababekade bczifuna.
“Ngubani lo uthi impahla ycnu ityiwa sithi?” wahambisa.
“Siyazi ukuba ithatyathwa nini. Kukho imizi cnikhc nibonwc

kuyo nisczintlanti”.
“Sisinda njani kuyo nithanda njc nokuhlaba?”
“Asazi kc”.
“limpungutyc zona aziyi cmizini?”
“Ziyaya, kodwa azidc zingcne czintlanti, kwayc azihambi

zininzi njcngani”.
“Ndilindcni apha. Asikwazi kwcnza mpcndulo siscdwa”,

watsho uMthcndcvu.
Wayesclcphawule ukuba abantu bczc ngoxolo. Uhambc

cngcna czindlwini ebiza izinja, noBhaku owaycsclchlalclc kudc
wamkhweba. Zaphuma zonkc. Kwakukho czazimanyonywana
zingasafuni kumjonga umntu. Wazichazcla into czclwc ngabantu.
UBhaku wazibonakalisa ukungakholclwa kwinto cthethwa
ngamadoda. Ema kwinto yokuba izinja aya kuziphatha kakuhlc,
njcngabantu.

“Nizisaphi kaloku izikhali?” wawabuza uBhaku.
“Siziphathclc ukuba sikwazi ukuzikhusela xa sihlasclwa”,

yamcaciscla inkosi yakhc cndala.
“Sinokwazi njani ukuba ancnzi yclcnqc lokuya kusigwintcla

emizini ycnu?”
“Ninokuya nakuwuphi na umzi, nibuzc ukuba sithunywc

ngobani na apha, phczu kwaziphi na ingongoma”.
“Amathambo atyiwa ngubani ngoku singckhoyo?”
“Atyiwa sithi bantu. Uyazi nawc Bhaku ukuba yayingcnini

ncdwa ababchleza”.
“Niza kuycka na ukuthi xa nisinika ihlcza niqale nilimfimfi-

thc liphclc amafutha?”
“Amathambo niza kuwafumana ephuma cmbizcni cncnyama

zawo”.
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“Amaxhcgo aza kuyeka ukuqongqotha umongo?”
“Hayi, akazi kuycka. Aza kutya umongo wamathambo awa-

bclwcyo”.
“Xa kutyiwa cmgidini siza kudityaniswa nabantu nokuba

siza kuba ncsabclo csisodwa thina zinja?”
“Asikhanga siyiphathc lcyo indawo kwimbizo cbcsinayo, ko-

dwa andikholwa ukuba singadityaniswa nani”.
“Kuthcni?”
“Ukhc ubonc nawc xa kulawulwa izizwc cmgidini”.
“Ewc”.
“Isitya scsizwc csithilc siba sodwa ncscsinyc isizwc sibc sodwa.

Kanti nokuba scsisisizwc csinyc siya hlclana. Nani ke kuya ku-
nyanzclcka ukuba nibckwc ngokobuzwc bcnu”.

Zavuya izinja zakuva ukuba abantu baza kuzipbatha kakuhlc.
Kwakuqondakala kwascntethweni apha yazo ukuba cyona nto
ziyikhalazcla ngamandla cbantwini kukuvinjwa kwazo ukutya.
Indawo yokuhlala noko zazingayikhathalclc kakhulu.

“Mandithi ke, ukuba siyavuma ukubuycla cmizini ycnu,
iinkokcli cscsinazo apha ziya kuthini?” wafuna ukuqonda loo
ndawo uBhaku. “Hayi kaloku aninakuthi niscmhlabcni wcthu
nasemizini ycthu nibc nccnkosi zcnu. Kwizinto ezinxulumcne
nomthetho wobuzwc niya kuva ngathi”, yacacisa inkosi yakhc
cndala.

Izinja zithc mabakhc bcmkc abantu ziza kukhc ziwuphicothc
umcimbi lo babczc ngawo xa zizodwa.

“Singabuya nini ukuza kuva ukuba niyavuma na ukubuya?”
yabuza inkosi kaBhaku cndala.

“Yizani ngomso omnyc”, wabaxclcla usuku uMthcndcvu,
“kuba ngomso ycyona mini siya kuyixikixa ngayo lc nto. Phofu
siza kulala sikhc sayivandlakanya”.

“Zc nise ninccda, Mthcndevu, noyokuzibikcla zonke izinja
ukuba bcsizc kunilanda. Asinakuba saya kwamanyc amahla-
thi”. UMthcndcvu wathi baya kuzama ukuba baye kuzo ukwe-
nzcla ukuba zibckho nazo xa kuthcthwayo. Amadoda asondcla
ngasczibaycni czazakhiwe zizinja. Nangona aycngazanga azi-
buzc nto ngomzi wazo, othuka akuwubona. Athi akukhangcla
phakathi kuzo afika kukho umgquba.

“ligusha zethu nakanjani na zilapha”, yaqiniscka inkosi ka-
Bhaku endala. “Kufuncka siziyckc nokuba sidibene nazo endle-
lcni, sithi ezinjcni zibokuze zibuye nazo mhla zigodukayo”.
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Bahambile kc abantu, zaza izinja zaslhyeka zixoxa zodwa.
Zaphantsc ukuxabana ukufika kukaBckelcntloko owaycngckho,
kuba wazibuza ukuba kuthcni ukuzc zibaphendule abantu engc-
kho yena cycnyc yczinja czindala. Azamsa ngandlcla nezazivana
nayc.

“Ubungena kuze uthethc ngohlobo abathcthc ngalo oBhaku
no Mthendcvu”, wamxelcla uXhonti. “Ubungacingi ’.

Ingqondo yakhc nayc yayiscl’iscmizini njcngczinye izinja.
“Ningathini, Mthcndevu, ukwakha umzi nzima apha zc-

niwushiye wodwa, nisukclc ukuya kuhlala kweyabantu?” wafuna
ukuqonda uBckelcntloko.

“Kukho umahluko phakathi kwalo wethu ncyabo?”
“Hayi, awukho”, waphcndula uMthendevu. “Nantsi lc nto

njcngokuba besisilwa nabantu, ngoku kuyacaca ukuba siboyisilc,
Kc, masibc phakathi kwabo njalo bazokuycka ukumane bczi-
qhayisa ngokuba bona bangabantu abanakuzilinganisa nczinja.
Xa sihlcli ngokufanayo siscbenza ngokufanayo baya kusazi ukuba
nathi sinengqondo njcngabo, kuphcle ukusoloko bcsidclilc”.

“UKholisilc cnccnkani cnjc angahlc avumc na ukuphatha izinja
njcngabantu cmzini wakhc?”

“Andikhanga ndivc kc bcthu ukuba ycna ycdwa akafuni
zinja. Inkosi kaBhaku endala ngcyisichazelc”.

“Xa nibonilc ukuba manibhckc cmizini hambani. Imcko
yakhona scndoyiva ngani”.

“Uza kusala nabani apha, uscnzani khona?”
“Andoyiki ukuhlala ndcdwa apha ndiyinja, kwayc ndiza

kwcnza le bendikadc ndiycnza”.
“Hayi, Bckclcntloko, akunakusala”, wala uMthendcvu. “Wa-

Iwa nabantu nawe. Ukuza kwakho apha ehlathini kwacacisa
ukuthi wawuncnto owawungayithandi cbantwini ekwakufuncka
bcyilungisilc. Abantu bangamangaliswa xa sinokuhluzana xa
sisiya kubo, Nditsho ndisithi ke nawc mawuwazuze amalungelo
xa ithuba livuma”.

“Hayi, kc, Mthcndevu, ndiza kufumanc ndiyekclclc”, wavuma
ukuhamba uBckclcntloko.

“Andiqondi ukuba kusckho into csingabuyc siyithethe ngoku”,
watsho uMthcndcvu. “Ilizwi linyc lithi siyathanda ukuphindcla
cmizini yabantu. Scsolinda abantu ngolo suku baya kufika ngalo.
Ngomso siya kusuka siyc kuxclcla czinyc izinja ngodaba oluza
nabantu”.
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UBhaku nogxa waklic uMthcndevu baya czindongcni kusa-
kugqitywa ukuthcthwa. Kwakungckho nanto babcyc kuyifuna
bcchitha njc isithukuthczi. Bcvc kukho into cthimlayo kanti
ziimbuzi zitya igwanishc. Bathi bcsakuzibona babekcka cmva
kwazo bczisukcla. Babulala yanyc. Inja cngazanga ibambc
mbuzi nguBbaku. Waycba ngazama ukuyibamba lcyo waycyi-
sukcla isukc iphunculc asalc umlomo wakhc uzclc uboya. Athi
csakuyivclclca ngaphambili imgilc ayokuwa. Wabona ukuba
makascyiyeka. Basebcbhcka cmzini wabo kc noMthendcvu
nalcyo babcyibambilc imbuzi. UXhonti ukhc wababuza
ukuba kuthcni na bcbulala impahla njc abantu bczama uxolo.
Akwabikho mpcndulo ngokungatln bathi siya kuthi siphindcla
emizini sibc sizanelisile ngczinto zabo.

Izinja zaya kumahlathi ngamahlathi ngokwcsicclo csascnziwc
ngabantu. Nalapho kuwo samkelcka isicelo sabo. OMthendcvu
bascbcsithi mazisczisiza kubo zonkc izinja ukulaliscla usuku
ababcza k.ubuya ngalo abantu. Zazininzi izinja czazikwamanye
amahlathi ngaphandlc kwcli lalinoBhaku. Zona zaya kuwo
ngokubalcka ukuhlasclwa. Zazingafani noTawusc ngokucinga.
Imizi lc yabantu zaziyithandcla njc ukonwaba zingakhathali
nokuba zihlcli ngokwcndala indlcla. Endingazi ukuba kuphi na
ukonwaba kungckho lungelo. Phofu iycnzcka into yokuba ithi
indawo le nokuba injani na isukc inja iyiqhclc ingabi safuna
yimbi. Zakha zazingela izinja ngosuku olungaphambili koku-
fika kwabantu. Zazingasakhathali nokuba iinyamakazi zithini na
zisimka kakadc. Imivundla zayibamba hila. Yayingasazibalcki
izithcmbilc ukuba azinakuzc ziycnzc nto. Abantu abazangc baza-
phulc izigqibo zabo, baya kutsho czinjcni. Namhla bazibulisa
bezibuza ncmpilo.

“Naba kc, abantu cbcsibalindclc, zinja”, waxcla uMthc-
ndcvu.

“Qhuba, Mthcndcvu,” watsho uXhonti.
“Hayi, bantu!” wahambisa wcnjcnjalo, “siyathanda ukuya

kuhlala nani. Kodwa nizigcinc izithcmbiso zcnu. Ndifuna uku-
qonda kuni ukuba singaphindcla nini na cmizini”.

“Bcsinokukholwa nokuba bcningagoduka ngomso”, yaphc-
ndula inkosi kaBhaku cndala.

“Siya kufika ngomso ke. Nizc ninccde nisihlinzeke”.
“Siya kuzama ngazo zonkc iindlcla ukuba ningafikeli endlaleni.

Zcsc nihamba nazo, balilobo bcthu, iigusha czikhoyo apha.
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Nizishiye njc ethafeni nina ningadc nizisc cmakhaya. Ziya kusc-
zinqandwa ngamakhwenkwc”.

“Akusekho zigusha apha. Nczo sasizama ukuzifuya zaqhwe-
sha”.

Izinja nyani zazingasenagusha, zizityile. Umgquba lo wawu-
bonwc ngabantu ngowczo zazikhc zanazo. Zabakhapha kc abantu.
Kwakusckukho umoya omhlc phakathi kwabantu nazo. Zazi-
hamba zimana ukubaxhumela, iyindlcla yazo ukubonakalisa
ububelc lcyo. Zazibuza ncndaba. Zakuba zijikilc uMthcndcvu
wathi:

“Mzi wakwanja! siscthubcni lokuba sibhckc kwiindawo csa-
sivcla kuzo. Kukho into cndingayaziyo cmbi. Ithi inja xa ibikhc
yaphantsi komntu ingavumi kwahlukana nczinto cyayikadc
izcnza nangona ingasanyanzclwanga ukuba mayizcnze. Musani
ukuba ncngqondo cnjalo. Ukususela ngomso ningakhe niphindc
nibavumcle abantu benze nokuba yintoni na kuni. Nizc nibabckc
xa bcbonakalisa ubulungisa nentlonipho, kodwa ukuba bathc
abazcnza izinto abcbcthe baya kuzcnza, zcnibashiyc umphelo”.

Usuke watsibatsiba uZoncle wabhcka phaya. Zakumjonga
izinja zaphawula ukuba uphcthwe yimincili.

“Hcwu!” zamhcwula.
Wcza kuzo wamana ukuzigila. Zadlala zonkc. Yayisc yingathi

akuzi kusa kuzo zizokubona inguqulclo eza kwcnziwa luluntu.
Kukho ckwasa zingazanga zibuzuzc ubuthongo. UMthcndevu
wazibiza zonkc izilwanyana zchlathi phambi kokuba bahambc,
wathi mazc umzi wabo ziwugcinc bascza kubc babuyc. Wayc-
funa ukuba bathi bcsakungalungclwa cmizini babtiyc indawo
yabo isalungile.

Zindulukilc kc izinja zisiya cmakhayeni azo amadala. Zahlu-
kana ngaphandle kwehalthi. OMthcndevubabcxhinilcnakwinda-
wo enyukayo. UBckclcntloko noBhaku bajika bcsakuba semva
komzi wakowabo. Baqala bacotha ngoku noTawusc noXhonti.

“Sczikho”, itshilo inkwcnkwana kaKholisile bcsakuvcla czi-
ndlwini oMthcndcvu, ekubonakala ukuba kwakuthiwe izc
ibakhangele ukuza kwabo. UXhonti wema endlcleni emamc-
le into cngaba iza kuthcthwa kubo. Babulisa enkwcnkwancni
apha, babuza ukuba uphi na uKholisile, yathi yona ungascbuhla-
nti. Wazihlekahlekisa uKholisile akubabona, ebakhohlanisa kuba
kwakuzelc inqala nempindezelo ngaphakathi kuye.
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