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minds.  Practical nature lessons to teach the wmfornaty  of
nature’s laws and accustom the mind to habits of accurate oo-

servation and correct influence, sunpie healtn lossons designed
lessous from his

to show the real causes of common Jdiscases,
tory to show the errors and strivings after tuth of other races,
ull. of course, taught siuply in the children’s own language—
tuch lessons as these would surelv have an enhghtening effect
however, at

vpon future genersatior proposal of this kmnd
ence brings us up agains difacuity
only be given by teachers who themselves are ewancipated {rom

lessons can

superstition and whe i acditon have been tramed to teach

m the manner 1udicated At present [ fear 1t 15 the case that a
considerable proportion of native teachers do not fulfil even the
first of these conditions, and there are hardly anv who fulfil the
cecond. Therefore. hefore anvtinng effective car. be done in
ools, better trammed nauve teachers are re-

ical probien: that awaits those who
are endeavouring 1o estabhsh o colleos for what 1s called the
“higher” education of natives. The college must turn out
native teachers themselves emancpated from superstition and
ossible, to emancipate

the elementary <c
quired. This 1s the first prac

gualified to teach children «. s, as far as
them.

There 1s one danger 1 be ;uarded zgamns: in teaching science
to native students. \We must see that their innate sense of
reverence 1s not inipaired  We must remeniber that the super-
stitions of the prinotive native Liave an awe-nspiring and re-
straining effect upon fun Ta destrov the native students’
belief in the unsecn- s result some Indian colleges are said o
fave produced in their studen: wouldd he a miserable achieve-

rnfidence that nothing conduces

ment indeed. It i1s in the firy
more to reverence, on the cie jumd, than science properly
taught, and to soundness ol nund, o the other, than the Chris-
taught 1t that those whao are

tian religion, tianght os s ¥ ounde
aiming at a college for natives hope 10 hring mto active co-

operation the various churches tooethier with the state, so that o
scientific, literary and industrial traming mav he oiven oo
strongly religious atmosphere. 1 venture to think that the
terin “ higher education for natives " will arquire a new meaning
for many when 1t is realised how inucl the nativee need this
education and how miuch the future of the country depends

upon it heing given
NEIL Marvicer, M.D

FRAGMENTS OF NATIVE HISTORY.

THE AMABACA.

The Bacua tribe, located 1w the district of NMount Frere, fios

played a part m South Alncan history the importaince of wihich
has mot been rccogmised. It came voluntaniy under the rui
of the Dritish Governmentim 1873 In 1878 when tixe

1 i 1 s, 1t stood fast
war spint spread through the native Lermtories, stood {a

to its allegiance, and atiacked the Pondomisi, whio had treac] |
ously murdered their wagistrate, Mr. Hope, near OQunbu Har
the Amabaci. who were strongly persuaded i the wrong dire
at this tume rebelied, the terntones

rher

tion by the Pondo cluet, . ‘
would have been in a blaze from the Ket Rwver 1o the Umai
kulu, and hardiv a single trader or official would have survived
It was, in fact, their sicadiast lovalty and nothing clse thar ~et
bounds to the rebelhon

Although the Amabace of to-day certainly do not con-
tain ten per cent. of the ovriginal Baca blood, they have kept
the characteristic individualiny oi the onginal tribe, as well «-
its traditions, wtact.  The lollowing s their war song It s
4 surring tune, Gregorian 1 style, and 15 =0 anoent that
words have quite lost their meaning

v the early vears of the nineteenth century the nunierous

and n nany instances important Bantu tribes whabiting that

considerable stretch of country lying between Swaziland and

the Umzimvubu River went ito the melung-pot.  Tshaka.
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whis, 1f he had lus dus, wonld he cls with Hanwmbal, Cresar
and Napoleon as soldier. admimstrator and destrover, learnt
at second hand the rudiments of civilised military orgamsation
ang adapted the prmcipies hie thus wequived so citectively that
he shattered 1o pieces tae powedul tribes surroundulg" hia
ils as suited s purpose he consohdated
le engmes of destruction
the excepuon of Atula,
¢ human blooe. 5

Suci: of the frag:
and forged into one of the most tern
tha: the world has ever seen Wit

-]

= shedc

tory tells of no more rutn
ia violent deatii, wod

15 some sausfacting to

for hiz hie. o

3

that he picaded with ins as
i accepl 1t on conditien of becorming a memal servant. That

Tshaka's organising powers were great 1s proved by the fact
tngt the Zulu nation mantained 1ts power and prestige for
iare than sixty vears But for European wmnterference it woukl
. -doubt. sull bave been the dommant factor i South Africa
[ wune fury struck what

“When

1dings of Pretermaritz

o Natal,

1bacz  tribe. The = Greas

was on itbhe site of the present Market
a chef called PBacu.

100

ms—the first ol whom

w =1ohth 1 descent

tobal  tradion  tells T ndson.  Madikine,  was
Tehaka' P . ) o
Isnaka's contemporar) Madikanz was @ very remarkable

mnan, as will be seen i the course of this narrative,
One of the [catures in the terribie trozedy m wlich the Zulu

king was the principal a2ctor was thizs—that in its earlier stages

the greztest havoc was wrought, not directly by Tshaka’s

newly-modelled army, but by tnbes flecing o terror and des-
peration afier having once tasted of he nvincipility of the

short, broad-bladed Zuiv spear. Thous, with the Amabaca: @

large lorde of fegitive-—prmcapally belonging 1o the [lang
wem wnbe—fluny tseli suddenly and unexpectedly upor thent,
and nflicted o heavy defea: Suortly cfterwards o snnste
; age was recerved by Modilone frou the Zulu kine, so the
Amabaca, mindiul of whot had happened 1o other “similarly
-inated, stood not upon the order of their gome Within o

cew days they had burnt their huts, coliceted their cattle, and
tied southward along the dolorous woy wineh had already been
taken by so many ’

At this time the southern portion of what 1= now Natal was
tvld of fugitives—broken and dispirited remmnants of what had
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been, but three years previously. happy and contented clan-
and tribes. So far as can be traced, nineteen of these rem
nants placed themselves under Madikane's leadership, and
merged their individuaiity 1 that of the Amabaca. The frs!
halt by the fugitive host was made in the valley of the Umco
manzi River, near the sea, but it became almost immediately
apparent that this was no safe resting place, so a move was
made to the Umzimkulu. not far from Ixopo. But the spears
of Tshaka were soon again on their traces, so once more the
Bacas fled. This time they determined to get quite beyond
the reach of their nplacable enemy, so they fought their way
through the Pondomisi country and, crossing the frowmng
Drakensberg, camped on the banks of the Orange River, not
far from its inhospitable source.

Here at least they enjoyed peace for a few months, but it
soon became quite clear that even m this remote region they
were in danger. Beyond thic chaotic mass of mountains Iying
to the south-west were the Basuto under Moshesh. This tnibe
found itself menaced on its western f{rontier, for the Amang-
wane (under its celebrated cliefl  Matiwane, who afterwards
came into baleful prominence) and the Aunahlubi had occupied
the valley of the Caledon River. These tribes were locked
in a deadly struggle with cach other.  Occasionally a Zulu
army would appear, and then the two would combine for the
purposes of defence. Bui no sooner had the common enemy
departed than the '"Mangwané and the Hlubis would be at each
other's throats agan.

It can thus easily be seen how it came that Moshesh objected
to being hemmed in.  Accordingly he despatched an ulumatun:
to Madikane, requiring the Amabaca to leave forthwith. S0
the Baca chief, with his haggard following, retraced his steps
so far as the valley of the Umzimvubu River.  He settled
down fnally in that stretch of country which hes betwesn the
Rodé, at the foot of the Intsiza Mountam, and the Umgano
Range 1 the present district ol Mount Frere.  This country
was claimed by Faku, the Pondo cliet, but the Amabaca were
now desperate, and not hghtly to be wteriered with, so Faku
did not go beyond making a protest. Madikane established
his “ Great Place ” at Lnthlabeni o tfhat-topped spur overlook-
g the Tyinra River, where the Wesleyan Mission Station
stands to-day.

G
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Here the Amabaca enjoyed several vears of peace. They
1 iges and ulled the soil, which was extremely fertile.
Their cattle mereased—pantly in the ordinary course of nature,

1 fea h [recbooting practices of Ncapayi, Madi-
most capable son.  Soon, however,
..... ement 1n their fortunes, so their

Thesc
i T They mvariably travelizd
ay on the hill-tops, and taking note of
below. Upon returning they
questioned apart. On one occasion two spies
were sent to bring a report on the country surrounding what
is now called Mount Currie, near Kokstad. On returning each
was interrozated by Tshaka personally. The first man gave
a glowing é}t':@ur.‘t. ) 7 the bovie riches of the country. “So
far 2s the eve could reach.” he said, “ the plains were covered
with cattle The Kinr cen do no better than send an impi at
= second man was more cautious.  “ We
aver the g he said, *and everyxvhqre we saw
which might have been cattle”  An impi was des-
oatched z’ﬂnhwnlf The second spy was taken as cuide, the
cne who made the first report being ordered not to leave the
Roval Kraal  After a few weeks the expedition returned
empty-handed.  Its leader reported  that he had carefully
searched the locality indicated, but had found no cattle what-
ever.  But the plains were full of wildebeeste, quagga and
other laroe came. These, when viewed from a dlql:mre._ looked
very hke cattle. The optimistic spy was fr)rtl)'wﬂh 5017.(.‘(3 by
the King's orders, and s sight, which had failed him in the
Kina's service, was quenched with a firebrand.

But there was no uncertainty about the cattle of the Ama-
baca, so an impi was despatched to  cat t.lx(*n{ up” One day
m early winter it was reported that this impi was approach-
me.  So the war cry was wailed forth from every hill-top, z{xltl
the women, with their children and the cattle, were hurried
into that extremely broken country lying to the nolrth-wesl of
the Emandelini basin, through which the Tymmra River breaks
from the foot-hills of the Drakensbere .

According to invariable custom the Zulus took their course
along the highest ground, so as to be able to overlook as much

1g visible o
were alwav

3
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m
e
)
[
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n

cnce to rard them”

ylied
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as possible of the country and to preclude the possivility o
being ambushed. On this occasion their conrse led along th:
top of the Intsiza Mountain,

The Intsiza—which word, m the Kaffir language, means
“refuge "—is an cnormous mountain 1nass lving between the
Umzimvubu and the Umzinblanga vivers. [ hos lofty ana
precipitous sides, except on the north-westward, where it
much broken and convoluted. 1t is (his circumstance whicl
gave the mountam its name, for from tine
been the refuge of the defeated mn the local oft recurnng mte;
tribal wars. It i1s u noble and striking fcature of the land
scape, and if its gloomy gorges could speals many a dreadful
tale of slaughter might be told

Madikane, with Ncapayr at his right hand, drew up his
forces on that steep-sided tongue of land which juts out close
to where the Tyinra joins the Uwmizimvubu, and on winei
Makaula, a subsequent chiel, afterwards built his Great Kraul
The locality 1s known as Lutateni. The forest-clothed Umgauio
Mountain stood in the Baca rear. The most Madikane hope:
te be able to do was o check the Zulu advance for sufficient
tme to enable the wonen to drive the cattle 1o 2 place of safet.
He meant then (o retreat in another d | :
lead the enemy.

When darkness {cll, the twinkhg lights fron the Zulu en
campment starred the upper krantzes of the Intsiza. It is eas,
for one who knows the locality to reconstruct the scene. The
night was still and cloudless. At the feel of the Baca host
vawned the mmmense shrouded gorge, which wos filled by the
hollow murmur of the river.  Before them was piled the black
mass of the Intsiza, with s fateful crown of santllating fire
Above them curved the starht sky, whose mighty and mysteri-
ous powers seemed (o be on the side of the fierce and impl
able tribe which had borrowed its name, . apparently
brought down to carth @ power more deadlv than thar of the
thunder-storn:,

But for once the »'l\'_\' failed 1ts children ; even Tshuka could
not control the elements.  During the mght @ wind arose from
the seq, and the moisture which 1t bore condensed around the
topmost crags of the mountain, which was socn wrapped, frouw

mmmemorial 1t has

irection, and thus mn

base to summit, m a snow-storm of unprecedented severity but

*The word * Zulu ™ mieans " the sky
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short duration. When the cloudless morning
Intsiza shone out. dazzlingly white.  Alter
number of dark specks could be scen moving

broke. the great
the sun arose a
against the snow.
These were the survivors of the Zulv anmy-——more than half of
which had perished— staggering down the rocky steep with bent
hacks. stiffened limbs and chattering teeth. The Zulu soldier
carnied no clothing but his shield; the Zulu army was attended
by no baggage train There was hittle fuel obtamable on the
bleak summit of the Intsiza. so the naked men had been ex-
posed to the full {ury of the arctic mght Hundreds on hundreds
lay dead among the crevices of the rocks, where they had crept
for shelter, and those whe survived stumbled down the moun-
tam side on numbed and frost-bitten feet, grasping their wea-
pons with hands half-paralyvsed with cold.

Ncapayi recognised that his opportunity had come, and he
used 1t. Dashingz across the Umzimvubu, at a spot close to
where the great iron bridge now stands, he met the enemy in
the broken ground to the left of the present site of the Rodé
Mission Station.  The perishing Zulus had no more mercy
shown them than ther were in the habit of showing to their
foes: thev were slaughtered like sheep. Those still on the
mountain retreated along 1ts eastern slope towards the north
Ncapayvi pressed zalong over the eastern foot-hills of the Intsiza.
taking the course now followed by the road between Mount
Frere and Mount Ayliff. and cut off their retreat At about
noon a remnant of the Zule army cut its way through the Ama-
e and crossed the Umzinhlanga. This remnant made its

I one exception—an accasion on which one of Dingaan’s
mpls was cut ur; by Umziligazi near the present site of Pot-
chefstroom—this 1s probably the only instance mn which a fll'SAl-
class Zulu force suffered defeat at the hands of other natives in
the ficld  But even the Bacas admit that the victory would
lave been impossible but for the providential snow-storm. It
was, however, an article of faith with the Amabaca that Madi-
liane, by the exercise of magical arts, caused the snow to fall
Tradwion is positive to the effect that on this occasion snow fell
nowhere else in the viciity. Such may well be the case, for

the Intsiza towers hich above its nearest neighbouring moun
1ams.

(T be eontinned.,

fir
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THE ASIATIC QUESTION IN THE
TRANSVAAL.

Questiors of detail—7The wnam tssucs—Repeal of Aet No. 2
of 1907—The admission of Asialics able o pass tests of
lmmmigrants  Restriction  Act—Race  legislation—T he

fundamental question—The real basis for a “Whitr
Sonth Africa”

In replying to Mr. Duncen'’s moderate article on the ubove
subject, appearing n the February 1ssue of * The State,” I pro-
pose to deal chiefly with the principles involved rather than with
side 1ssues.

Calling attention, however, in passing, to one or two ques-
tions of detail, it 1s noteworthy that, contrary to the impression
conveyed by Mr. Duncan, Law 3 of 1883, whilst requiring every
Asiatic entering the republic for purposes of trade and for simi-
lar purposes to be registered, certainly imposed no restrictions
upon Asiatic immigration.  Every Asiatic could enter {he
Transvaal at will, but if he came to pursue a commercial calling
he was required to pay a registration fee of £25 (afterwards
reduced to £3) once only, and thereafter was a free man. The
document of registration was a mere official receipt for the
amount paid, and in no wav identified, nor, probably, was 1t
intended to identify, the holder. Asiatic immigration was, in
fact, quite free untl after the war, when the Peace Preserva-
tion Ordinance, of general appiication, was, as Mr. Duncan ad-
mits, admimstratively enforced principally against  Asiatics.
Mr Duncan here shows that, even so far back as 1002 and
1003, the policy of the Government was exactly that urged by
the Bntish Indians to-day—no legal, but permissive administra-
vve differentiation.  And Mr. Duncan does not state that the
restriction as to the entry of only pre-war resident Asiatics was
one adopted with the tacit consent of at least the Indian com-
munity. Had the latter refused to accept it the ordinance nust,
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FRAGMENTS OF NATIVE HISTORY.

The Amabaca.

The detcat ot the Zulus ook place m or about May, 1528,
Tshaka wus at the ume camped with one of s regiments n
the vallev of the Umzimkulu, not f{ar [rom Ixopo.  From here
be had sent several regiments forth to harry the Pondos and
cther tnibes. The Pondos ~uffered severcly,  One Zulu regi-

“ar = the bBashee River. The one whose de-

voor de=nbad Lad been msuructed 1o destroy  the
,'\“l.‘.l' alx IA!E- =

ment advanced

1 their catlic down scawiard towards where
hords were bemg collected

wotinne conld more Loreibly ndicate the terror -
‘e Zulu name thaw what happened after the defeat
oi Tshieha's gy by the Bacas and the snow When the vie-

ed it e prened they were filled with dismay.
It w rided @ full council of the tnibe to abandon their
heine wne v torth onee nore sonthward, westward, anywhere
hevend e reach ol Tshaka's noplacable vengeance. They
kpew thet the whole of the country they would have to traverse
vz heedd by powerful und warlike tribes . that every mile of the

retreat would have 10 bhe won by the spear, But

NDCTLCT Ldr e

iner Ul those fierce, immitigable spoilers, those

e, sttt wielders of the gleanim: thick-halted "ikempe,
plnmed, atd : : '
whio hzed never vet heen vanquished by the mieht of man m the
oren held, wiho slew even the dogs of the villages they erased

. N ¥ Zy o |
fron: the shuddenme carthi, ond 3

o left no living thing upon
their blighted course except the valture and the held-mousc
A\fadikane was nov. old, and uffered severely Trom the effects
of lone-continued exertion wnd exposure (onsequently he was
leth ‘rz mmove. but 1t was clear that the Amabaci must not stand
upon the order of their going The | wu/unk\lli}l wis nu1' vr,r);
far awav, and it might be expected that when Tshaka heard o

k-ﬁ‘é-

i
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the msioriune that nad belilen s force e would come. 1

search oi vengeance, nke a thunderbolt S0 the cattle were
collected, the huts were burni. and the Anabaca. with spear and

shield, started agam on then apparen endless quest of peace,

r o othe sioondoned fieids. The

leaving the un: O

st

Y] r i sl
fronie thie

stromg Pond o few
. zathered his warriors to re
st the Baca advance  But Neapavy T
nst them. and cut

days march, and [Umyeki. ts cnie:

s desperat
s way through 3

onel the Pondonmns
were lacated the | owerful Tembu clans sinder Vusam (other

wist¢ ~"Ngubincukia,” or © Hvens-Kaross 7 With 1tieni heiivy
hebine ensued. T Annbace were alwavs victorous 1 the

arrtaal combat. but they ocoesienally Jost heavil
stragglers and cattle were cut off

amd  many
On one occasicn Neapayi
overwhelmed : utter destruction ap
prared mevitable . but Madiliing snatched victory from seeming
defeat by means of a ruse ‘ .

and his force were nearl

He cathered the old men and
nituper of women togethor, and with thess advanced as if to
thee attack, rollime ot the

surnne cadences of the tnbal war
sony. The Tembus, i

o that a new avwy was advanang
16 the attack, retreated and left the

the held

Bicu for e

MOISSESSIOTL

Lo scoe unmibebited ground, and
Tmowall River, cluse te

S source

wrd 1o where the tows sngcobio stinnds to-day Here as
<titated the Ggetvent Meuntam, win 1= ol considerable heweh,

miel has tour larve spurs exiending
ferem dhirection:. Between these
The Amabaca ook possession of the Gaetvem, built their hnts
- slopes and prepared 1o tll the
s orests

Like curved tentacles in dil-
deep and imvoluted valleys he
on ot nch land ou the margm of
In spite of heavy losses on thewr journey the tnbe
zt1'l lk's\r"\s’l’:l a considerable number ot cattle The l(nr(li'lnp

ed i'l} \'n

s e \
ol " Ton

Cwhese cattle used 1o orise

toan sun

ere they reman

I unmiolested tor about sixomonths.  In the
pontimic—in the month of September—Tshaka had been 2s-

wo-amated by his brothier Dingaan. One can imagine the deep

atistaction with whicl: this intelligence was learnt by the weary

fugritives Jul 3 most terrible blow was about te tall on them

Reteved of the Zulu juenace, Vusani determined e get nd of
1l ntruders. and towards thisend secured the aid of the power-
in! Gealeky tribe, under Hintza
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One morming at davbreak the Amabaca found themselves at
tacked on several sides by the combmed Tembu and Gealelka
armies The attack was o complete surprse.  The women, the
children and the cattle were hurried to the rear. only o fall
into the hands of the enemy. whe had completely sarrounded the
menntam. The rout was compicte, and the slaugliter was ter-
nble  But several bodies of considerable size wmanaged 1o cul
their way through the wmvesting foree o the  novthern side
Here o few of the women and childven were recovered

Machkane, with a few wmen, was cul off, and ook reluge m oa
suiadl patch ot Torest The Tembus [oliowed hot on s trail,
but were at hist haflled m their search, But they found
woinan concealed m some long grass close to the edge of the
torest o which Madikane vas Ilving concealed  She, unfortn
nately, knew 'us mdmg place VFor a long time she refused to
tell. bt the Tebus prodaed er with thew spears and tortared

her i an anspxe cable manmer. sa the wretched creature revea

e what she bnew The Tewbus then shouted @ This woman
has Detraved her cinel <hieas not b 1o hve” Then they
npped her open and leli her w de

ey rushed) b Madibame's hiding plaee, and - surroundad
et and s Tew Tollowers: at hay e the thickest part
caequngles made o callint hgha and Glled many of e s

; they were ot dength overpowered and slam 1o o
i The Tambus adimit that the sl

Ve dead clnel™s munestie appearance

anowere awed helore

Madilaane wi= of almost

ORI ST The wae Dz o colonr - the L ol s head

FReE L v dins shoulder=: las ehest and hinbs were hairy s

we e Pembuos hod never looked npon oy bt eveatare
resembled lin

Fnen o uarvel bappenerd The heavens were clear, bt
duarbmess beoan 1o fall snd the stars shoue omt o the Torenoon
A dreadinl Uliness felb on the stocken ol Ancechps
the sun bad happened. Ttas by this means Vhat we e able

1 hix the date of the tragedy  the 2oth December, 1828
i cthigs ol e san's face was regarded asa tremendous
porient as the direct comsequence ol Madikine death - The
moands ol the victors were Olled with superstinions dread | the

pursuit suddenly ceased, and those heree lighters whose snears
were red with the blood of the Awabaca fell to the ground
abiect terror and fid 1her faces Tron what they nagmad to be
the wrath of e sk

=¥
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When the shadow passed away the war dociors ordered
soldiers to hasten back tc the ™ great places ™ of their respectyve
chiefs for the purpose of being doctored. and so that propitiats ry
sacrifices might be offered to the powers whe had turned 11,
face of the sun from the host in its hour of triumph. Thus ti
gre. 1 force melted away like a flock of startled Lirds, leaving e
Gqetyen tenanted only by the Baca dead

Most strenuous situations on a sufficiently large scale throw
up great men  Among the many notable leaders who emergzed
from the debacle cccasioned by Tshaka, Madikane was one
the most remarkable. There is some ground for behieving that
a strong tincture of European blood ran in s vemns :
~tanford--probably the greatest living
Scuthern Buntu - strongly opposes this idea. He says that some

tradition on the subject would have been availuble had such
been the case. There 1s great force in this

Colonel
authonty  on  the

. but there also existe
strong evidence in jfavour of the other view

Madhkane was of very ereat stature, and was excecdigly hieht
m colour  The harr was long and wavy and had a reddish huoe,

That on ins chest was so thickly matted that he habaally car
ned s snuff-spoon and other small

mplements stuck it
Nat wlone have these peculiarities been deseribed o me by men

whe knew Madibane i the flesh, but they are referred 1o an o

number of songs cOmposH d by contemporary tribal bards i e
honour, and of which | have been enabled (o muke a4 collection
Fr‘ some of these he is relerred to as being invinaible because
ne = 7 a o white chief | in others he 15 called " @ maned antmal’
e @ lon): o others he 1s described as hemng * feathered like
a b His enemnes described him as . monster, plunied
hie an eagle and ternble 10 look upon.”

Praces of han may he found on the chest and limbs of many
ol s malde descendants. This s very rare among the Bantu
tiat Madikane had European blood 1 him there can be

. . ‘ I ven
tare o think, no mamner of doubt, e

smay have cwbodied a
Wers :
reversion towards some ancestor inany generations bicl

0y

Lt study
But the
wr even s mother — may have heen

atavism opens up strange possibilities i this hine
e that s grandmother

.c‘ will trom one or other of the many wrece Ks which ocourred an
1

o south-east coast of Afnica during the aighteenth century has
moomberent niprabability In this connexion T will veproduce
T\l adikane’s specil song - the ane parbicularly ssociated  with
aly persenahity This s the wost plantive of all the natiy e
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tures L uzve e

: well as one of i
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mounliainous region Which 15 now the Mount Fletcher district

so s Lo avoid renewal of hostilities with the Pondors:

| On the third day alter the rout the scouts reported that a
large nwmber of women. children and cattle were in sight. The
people turned out t be Tembus. senl on ahead to occupy some
new cround high up in the valley of the Tsomo River. They

1 [y means of this booty.
t console themselves
1 other losses
They maneged 1o reacs e [

wore at once surrounded and captured

the Amabaca managed to some ¢Xient

PEN
)

and 10 repair their domestic ar

e location without furthe

N ad renture Froms there e T

Pondo Chiel. T

Faka agrecd to accepi

A subngission teine

i s s vissals, oul
refused to pernnt re-occupation ol the Tyvimra Valley  Aiie

‘ negouations, the Awabaca, with their Tembu wives, were lo-
1 cated in the valley of the Entafufu River, not {ar to the north ol
: the present site of Port St John's  Here Neapayt. with s
i cearred. lard-bitter: firhitors. could  he counted Goat- 4 faarly
i - A
i effective buffer against any invade: frow the north
i WiLLlaM CHARLES NCULLS
1 T b conitmned .
i
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FRAGMENTS OF NATIVE HISTOCRY.
The Amabaca.

TTL.

Faku httle antiapated the consequences which ensued iroin
his acceptance of ° a vassal The Baca chief was as
tameless as a seame msatiable m the matter of loot as
a Scotch Lorderer of the fifteenth century. He was, in fact, a
sort of warden of the nortl

{1-eas

n marches of Pondoland, with
10 any stock between the Intafufu and
But 1t was soon found that cattle straying from the
were apt to disappear mysteriously. Presently, by
considered tnfies of horned stock from friend and

the Amat

a charter to help

the Tu

Pondo

stiappmg up v

icu again became rich.

was no sinecure.  In the depths of the
lurked the remunant of the Xesibe tribe. These
wanderers lived for a time mainly by

canmbalism they would creep out and fall on weal,
anpr : where they would lall the inhabitants and
then bodies into aliwost maccessible gorges.  Further
mlend ra = ternble horde of freebooters. the Amaquabi
Thiese lad fled befors Dingaan just after the exodus of the
Auabaca. Not strong enough 1o breals through to the south,

they heid the broken gorges of what is now Eastern Pondoland,
lootng women and cattle far and near Many expeditions had
been undertadien against them, but the Amaquabi were wicke:d
fichters, and so shlilled in the art of retreating that 1t was found
mmpossible 1o trap them

"Ncapayr waxed more and more powerful.  Tlis {fame as a
successful freebooter spread far and near, and the more restless
and lawless spirits among the Pondo and other tribes flocked to
his banner. A strong body and a sharp spear were the only

passports necessary towards the favour of the Baca Chief. Soon

s

"

|
¥
|
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the tribe began to overflow the boundaries of the area dt-hnf'd
for its occupancy. This overflow was towards t}hc north and t[ie
north-west  The coast lands are fertile, the soil l.;f the Intafufu
-alley being as rich as any in South Africa ; but ticks abound?c?,
and rendered the region unfavourable for cattle. It wzlsvtvr\\'ums
the high. mountain valleys and the upland plamns lying between
the I;itilzzl. the Umgano and the Taba'nkulu Moumams‘ttnt
"Neapayi cast longing ey But these were claimed by Faku,
and ;.1ltimu':h they were vacant the Pondo Chiel would not con-
sent to the Amabaca occupying them.

But vear by year 'Ncapavi stretched out his tentacles i the
form of cattle-posts—nomunally temporary, but really permanen:
—until he at length crossed the Taba'nkulu and established his
kraals 1 what 1s probably the finest cattle country in Kaffirland.
From here the valley of the Umzimvubu, which the Amabaca
had occupied before the fateful conflict with the Zulus. was
visible

Faku protested. threatened, and protested again; but all in
vain. 'Ncapayr and lus horde of grim, scarred veterans were
not to be hghtly attacked  Their gleaming spears were sharp,
therr ox-hide shields were tough, their eves had looked cn tne
visage of death so often thai they knew not fear. Besides,
Faku had his own difficulties in other directions Leaving the
Amaquabi out of count, his relations with the Abatembu on his
western border were somewhat strained. The reoccupation by

the Amabaca of the land from which they had fled in fear of
I'shaka’s vengeance was now only a matter of time.

At length. in the course of an exceptionally murderous raid,
the Anaquab: met their doom. They were attacked by th=
whole available  Pondo army and driven into a bend of the
Unizimvubu River below Taba'nkulu.

Faku led the attack on
them with areat bravery, and 'Necapayi took them in flank The
./:\',H'.l\]llllh: were extennmated, and the great bulk of their cattle
’j'”' as mnght have been expected, into the hands of ‘Necapayi
Faku again threatened and protested, but 'Ncapayi retired to
his mountain fastnesses, where he lay, like a fierce wolf showing
and with its prev between its homed paws

We have a picture of

bared tangs

‘Necapayt and his horde at about this
tie (1833) from the pen of Captain Allen F. Gardner, RN,
wha visited him at hupaza, his

‘great place” Captain Gardner
Savs -

* At present their whole force is cowputed at about three
thousand fighting nien —a small army indeed when compared
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with that of some of the neighbouring states: but from the
peculiar wariness of their attacks—generally at might—their
acknowledged courage and indiscriminate carnage, never sparing
either women or children, they have long been the terror of this
part of the country, and under their present enterpnising chief,
were their population more numerous, would rval Charka
(Tshaka) himself in rapine and war. They are frequently re-
ceiving accessions from other tribes —already they are spreading
theruselves more to the north——and 1t 1s not improbable that they
miay eventually rise to be a powerful nation.”

This is the visitor's account of the chief " He received us in
a large hut, the residence of lus late brother, Maddegan, but now
occupied by his widow. Manandaza.” (This is incorrect:
Madikane was 'Ncapayi's father, not his brother, and Madikane
had never lived at the place referred to.)) * He was seated
before the fire. without a particle of clothing, attended by eight
or mine men, huddled together at the opposite side of the hut,
while the Inkosikazi, bemg an invalid, was stretched on a mat
upon the floor m another comer  He seemed amused by my
asking, as I entercd. which was Tpar: but although the light
was not f;l\‘ouruiﬂ(—' 16 a narrow H}S}\L‘C’Uul]. 11 wds soon eVlde'nt
that I was m the sence of one of shrewdest and most
desperate characters in this part of Africa.  His figure is shght
and active, of inddie stature ; but the searching quickness of
tions, and the extreme caution of
@s a man capable of ruling the
spints by which he 1s surrounded.”

his cye, the pomt of lis ques

his replies stamped hun at «

mar

wild and sang

Captain Gardner, who was deeply religious, endeavoured to
convert "Neapzyi to Christianity, but Iu’_w:md obtaming his con-
sent to receve a missionary Ins efforts do not appear to have
mct with much success In the early days of the nineteenth
century all native chiefs were anxious to secure the services of
missionaries, the latter  being supposed Lo possess magical
powers.

It would serve no purpose to follow 1 detail the history of
the Amabaca during the period between 1635 and 1840. In
1830 'Ncapayi felt strong enough io attack the Termbu tribe on
his own account The Tembus were taken by surprise and
vtterly defeated.  Immense herds of their cattic were swept
away.  One act of grievous cruelty was committed by the Baca
Chief.  Having captured a number of Tembu women, he cut off
their hands, and sent the maimed creatures back with a message
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the effect that he required the hands to replace those taken

to
It must,

from his kindred after the rout on the Gquetyeni
however, be conceded that 'Ncapayi could plead a precedent
for his ferocious act. Moreover, the Tembus had slain his father.

In 1835 a formal alliance against the Tembus was entered
into between 'Ncapayi and Faku, and the whalc stretch of
country between the Umtata and the Bashee Rivers was swept
clear of cattle. The Tembus were reduced to starvation For
some time afterwards the country now known as Tembuland was
uninhabited, the inhabitants having fled to the upper reaches cf
the Great Ke1 River.

Previous to this 'Ncapayi had wiped out another old score.
It will be remembered that just before the flight from Tsh@ka
the Amabaca had been routed by the Hlangweni. This tribe
had penetrated far to the south, but had met with evil fortune.
Nombewu. its chief, had managed to fight his way back as far
45 the Intsiza, but here 'Ncapayi fell upon and slew him with
most of his followers Fodo, Nombewu's son, escaped with a
few men and was granted a location by the Emigrant Farmers
of Natal in the Umzimkulu Valley.

In 1840 the peace was broken between the Pondos and the
Amabaca, and in the hostilities that ensued Faku was so hard
pressed that he sent to ask assistance of the Emigrant Farmers.
As some stock stolen from the latter had been traced to the
Baca kraals a commando of two hundred and sixty men were
sent to punish the freebooters. This commando was accom-
panied by Fodo and his Hlangweni.  'Ncapayi was attacked
early one morning, and, as he was sensible enough to recognise
that his spears were useless against firearms, he soon beat a
retreat.  About forty of his people were killed, some sixteen of
that number being women and children. Some three thousand
head of cattle and about two thousand sheep and goats were
captured, and @ number of women and children were carned
away by the Hlangweni. These were, however, with the excep-
tion of seventeen, whose parents were said to have been killed,
set at liberty. The seventeen were indentured. This act nas
ever since rankled sorely in the minds of the Amabaca.

It must be borne i mind that 'Ncapayi, although the
acknowledged leader, was not “great”™ chief of the tnbe
Sonvangwe, one of the sons of Madikane's * great” wife, still
survived, and 'Ncapayr loyally “held the tribe” for him.
Sonyvangwe was evidently @ man of feeble character, but such

(Las o

T
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is the reverence for legitimacy on the part of the natives that he
would, no doubt, have been able to assume control of the tribe
had he been so minded.  However, on one of the occasions when
'Neapayi was absent on a distant foray. a tribe called the
Amabele. who had taken possession of some land on the
northern side of the Intsiza, attacked Sonvangwe at his kraal
close to the site of the present Taba'nkulu magistracy, and slew
him.  Sonyangwe’s wife, with Mdutyana, ns infant son, escaped
with a few followers to Natal, where the Emigrant Farmers
gave them land to reside on ncar Ixope

Then 'Ncapayi. with the unanimous consent of the tribe,
assumed the position of " great” chief. Nears afterwards
Nomtsheketshe, "Mdutyana's son, returned to Bacaland, and was
the cause of endless trouble,

Here was another score 10 be wiped out, and "Necapayi under-
took the wiping  He fell on the Amabele, drove them into the
rocky gorges of the Intsiza. and annihilated them. To-day the
tnbe 1s but a name  Here and there, among the Pondomisi, the
Amaxesibe or the Hlangweni may be 1ouud a man who clauns
descent {rom one or other of the few who escaped the avenging

I 'Neapayi on that fatefu! day.

Phe Amabaca had now reoccupied the valleys of the Umzim-
v and the Tyimra, and i this region they have since
med.  Of the penod between 1840 and 1845 there 1s little
record But m the latter vear war brole out once more
mabaca and the Pondos, and in an evil hour
I rong force to raid Western Pondoland.
- enenny’s country and captured many
et with little or no resistance, but when
coan to retrace their steps there was a different
Ponde Clief hiad collected his whole available
foree. and be uew wttecked the intruders on every side.  There

les fizhting. but eventually the Amabaca were
The Pondo clan known as the Amanyati, or

‘Buffaloe

2" completed the rout. "Neapayi and his men were
driven 16 a tableland which overlooks the Umzimvubu and ends
on the nver side with a precpice of vi arving depth. Over this
the Amabaca were driven to 2 mar.  Those who escaped did so
by leaping on the heaped-up bodies of their comrades who had
Leen killed by the fall, and then swimnine throusl the river.
It had been ruwmoured that a great victory had been gamed by

‘Neapayi, so a large nunber of Baca wonien came down the

i S S
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vallev of the Umzimvubu to meet their husbands, lovers and
bmtl’;ers. carrying heer for refreshment of the latter who,
it was fondly believed, were returning. as usual, nch
with spoil  These unhappy creatures took refuge i a deep
gorge, full of long, dry grass. This was fired. and most of the

women perished n the flames ) '

'Ncapay1 inet with a dreadful fate. When hurled over tn.e
iff he fell on a ledge half-way down, and here he lay with b{;tll
arms broken.  No native cares to kill an important chief, fearing
that the latter's * umshologu.” or ghost. may haunt his }|r,ru.se; SO
"Neapayi was left in lns misery.  For several days men‘u.nd boys,
who came to slake their curiosity, gazed awestruck on his agony,
whilst the unhappy chief piteously but vainly besought them to
end his torments. At length Faku heard of the matter and sent
a party with spears to kill his fallen enemy. .

The land was now filled with mourning and consternation.
Not ten per cent. of the armyv which had marched out, chanting
the tribal war-song and confident of victory, ever returned. But
even the old men, who stayed at home, were deemed so formil-
able that the Pondo chief did not attempt to follow up his great
victory.

Makaula, the chief who rendered such valuable assistance when
the Pondomisi rebelled in 1878, and who died about three years
ago at an advanced age, was 'Ncapavi’s “ great” son.  Being
still a minor, the tribe was “ held” for him by Diko, eldest son
of the “ right-hand ” house. But at this juncture some adherents
of the fugitive “ great house” of Madikane, persuaded 'Mdui-
yana, \\ho was still a lad, to return and establish himself at
Mnceba, which hes about midway between the Taba'nkulu
Magistracy and the foot of the Intsiza  'Mdutyana was duly
acknowledged as “ great ” chief. However, after a few months
had elapsed, Faku sent an “imp1” to attack him. ’Mdutyana
fled incontinently back to Ixopo, after seeing all his cattle cap-
tured, ins villages bumnt and the greater number of his adherents
slain.  So the house of 'Ncapayi once more took the lead in the
tribe. and has held it to the present day.

As allustrating  certain native customs the following httle
mtrigue, which is, so to say, secret history, may be worth
(lestribinﬂ The only two wives of 'Ncapay1 whoe escaped from
the massacre at the Gquetyeni were Makolisa, Diko's mother,
who was then ranked as the “ great " wife, and Mamjucy, the
mother of Makaula, who held an inferior marital rank. Ons
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custom followed by the Amabaca was this, that should a chief at

any time kill an enemy with his own spear, in battle, he was pre-

cluded from having marital relations with his “ great ” wife until
the moon had passed through four complete changes.

About 1830 'Ncapayi happened to kill three men in an attack
on some fugitive Amangwane. Being one who paid compara-
tively little regard to custom, on his return he attempted to enter
Makol{sg's hut. She objected, and her relations, fearing that
her position might be prejudiced 1in the eyes of the tribe, backed
her up. A good deal of unpleasantness resulted, and 'Ncapayi,
in his annoyance, deposed Makolisa and elevated Mamjucu to
the rank of “ great ” wife.

Mamjucu was one of the many native women who have shown
great administrative ability. She and Diko managed the affairs
of the tribe so well that within comparatively few years the
Amabaca had recovered most of its power and prestige. When,
in the early fifties of the last century, Makaula assumed the reins
of government, matters were in a most flourishing condition.
His policy was not an aggressive one, so he lived at peace with

his neighbours. There were, of course, occasional quarrels with
clans on the borders, more especially with Amacwera, who were
tributary to Faku, but nothing like war on a large scale took
piexe for many years.

Maokanla was a man of force and ability, but unfortunately
was very superstitious, and thus fell under the influence of those
miscreants, the witch-doctors. This led to a very sad event, one
that was the cause of endless trouble throughout the rest of his
life.

One of nis most devoted adherents was a man named Gayana,
who possessed great influence in the tribe. Makaula’s “ great "
wife was Gayanz's daughter, Mamagayana. On one occasion,
when a small war with the Amacwera was in progress, a pot of
magical medicines was placed on top of Makaula’s hut by the
“inyanga,” or “ war-doctor.” If such a vessel be removed this
is taken as a bad omen, and held to be very offensive to the
* imishologu ” or ancestral spirits.

The pot disappeared, and the witch-doctor was called in to
discover the enemy who had perpetrated such an unspeakaole

deed. Gayana was indicated as the guilty individual, and was
at once killed, his head being smashed by the club of Hlokcza,
the official executioner. ~ This terrible act caused great indig-
nation, for Gayana's firm loyalty to his chief was instinctively
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known by the great majority of the tribe.  Mamagayana re-
turned to the kraal of her late father, taking "Mncisana, the
present chief, who was then an infant, with her. The breach
between Makaula and Gayana's family was never healed
Mamagayana afterwards became a witch-doctress.  When the
present writer saw her, many years afterwards, she was a fear-
some object. Covered with the hideous insignia of her office,
and apparently half-demented, she looked a typical witch.

Hilokoza, the executioneer, still lives—or was alive quite
recently. He was a most interesting ruffian, of very prepossess-
ing appearance. He was of immensely powerful build, and his
fluent tongue was fruitful of interesting reminiscence.  When
the annual “ incubi,” or “feast of the first fruits,” takes place a
wave of excitement passes over Bacaland. On these occasions
Hlokoza felt himself to be unsafe, for there was hardly anyone
belonging to the tribe who had not lost a relative at his hands, sc
it was his habit, when the writer was Resident Magistrate of
Mount Frere, for Hlokoza to stick very close to the Residency
during “ incubi ” week.

In the early part of 1867, shortly before Faku's death, and
when Umquikela was regent of Pondoland, the Pondos, without
any apparent provocation, invaded Bacaland in great force. The
Hlubi chief, Ludidi, who was located high up in the Kenira
Valley, in what is now the district of Matatiele, brought a few
hundred men to assist Makaula. The Amabaca gained a great
victory, and the principal factor in bringing about this result
was a black calf exactly forty-eight hours old.

The Pondo army advanced in four divisions. That on the
right scattered a Baca force near the Rode and captured a lot
of cattle. The main body advanced up the Kenira Valley for
the purpose of attacking Lutateni, the “ great place.” Another
division attacked Diko's people at the spot where the village of
Mount Frere stands to-day. The fourth fell on the kraals in
the Tshungwana Valley, where the Rev. Mr. White had estab-
lished a mussion station.

When the advance of the Pondos was reported the cattle of
the “ great place” were sent away behind the Umgano Moun-
tain. There was, however, a young calf—it had only been
born a few hours previously—which it was considered useless
to take. This calf, waxing hungry, wandered down the valley,
and, getting tired, sank to rest under a bush, which happened
to be in the direct line of the Pondo advance. As the Pondos
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came on to the attack—for the main force of the Amabaca was
massed on a nidge several hundred yards higher up—the calf
awoke, and, feeling desperately hungry, stumbled down the hill,
blaring loudly. It had been alone for about twelve hours, and
was so anxious for nutriment and companionship that it was
prepared to take any bulky living object for a fiend. The lead-
ing Pondos sprang back in dismay. and one of them shouted
that the ghost of 'Ncapayi was upon them. Then with a yell
of dismay the army turned and fled down the valley, followed
by the calf, which was twisting its tail violently in the air and
still blaring lustily.

What the calf began Makaula finished. His men were posted
on each side of the valley, as well as at its head, and they closed
in on the retreating foe. The Pondos were absolutely cut to
pieces. The Tyinira River that day ran red with their blood.
In the meantime the attack on Tshungwana had been repulsed,
but Diko was hard pressed. But Makaula, after the last of the
main body had been hunted through the Umzimvubu, wheeled
to the right, took the division which was attacking Diko in flanik,
and scattered them like chaff. Thus was 'Ncapayi revenged, by

means of an innocent black calf blaring for its mother. Since
that day there has never been war between the Pondo tribe and
the Am although occasional squabbles between the border

clans

(AKen piace.

Previous 1o this Nomtsheketshe, son of "Mdutyana and there-
{ore the representative of the Baca “ great ” house, had returned
He at once established himself at Dinibanye, just

in front of the gorge in the Intsiza, through which the Umzim-

vubu flows  Nomtsheketshe, like all the members of Madikane's
“great” house wzs an utterly worthless character. He had
come with many protestations of loyalty and submission to
Makaula, but soon his kraal became a nest of intrigue. Owing
to the unfortunate Gayana affair Makaula had made himself un-
popular with 2 section of the tribe. Besides there are no people
in the world who so honour their aristocracy as do the Kafirs.
Thus Nomtsheketshe soon had a considerable following. Be-
sides those who gravitated to him on account of his being the
legitimate head of the tribe, and because of Gayana's slaying,
the more lawless and unruly tended to become his vassals,
owing to his freebooting propensities.

In 1879 great trouble arose. The Griquas, who had recently
come over the mountain and occupied the country surrounding

PG
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Mount Currie, had constant complaints as to the cattle-lifting
practices of one Neukana, a petty Baca headman who dwelt on
some debatable ground in the Umzimvubu Poort -Makaula's
people were accused of having assisted Neukana in his depreda-
tions, and, in fact, of being in possession of some of the stolen
animals. As satisfaction could not be obtained, the Griquas de-
clared war, and three hundred well-armed and mounted men
entered the Baca territory. The Amabaca were practically with-
out firearms, so they were easily defeated. A fine of seven hun-
dred head of cattle was imposed on Makaula, and peace was
quickly restored.

In 1875 Makaula voluntarily came under the Briish Govern-
ment. It is thought that the growing power and prestige of
Nomtsheketshe may have influenced him towards this step.
However this may be he held firmly to his allegiance, and
but for his having declared for the Government of the Colony
in 1878, and attacked the Pondomisi on the Tina when they
went into rebellion, some very terrible massacres of Europeans
would have taken place.

When the present writer was resident with Makaula in 1804
the Chief was just falling into that condition of ill-health in
which he lingered until his death, some three years age. In 1804
he drew an allowance of £300 per annum from Government and
his wives numbered thirty-seven. He was chronically “hard
up,” as he was a bad financier and his numerous sons preyed on
him grievously. ’Mncisana, grandson of the slain Gayana, suc-
ceeded him 1in the chieftainship. Nomtsheketshe, ever a thorn
in the side of Makaula and the magistrate, has also departed this
life. He was unsatisfactory in every relation, and if material
retribution comes after death his present situation should be an
extremely tropical one.

The Baca tribe has retained its ancestral customs to a remark-
able extent The great event of the year is the “incubi” This
happens early in autumn, when the crops are beginning to ripen.
Then from the “ great place ” messengers are sent forth in dif-
ferent directions to steal, respectively, a head of millet, a cob of
maize, a stick of native sugar-cane, and a pumpkin. These have
to be stolen from fields outside Baca territory. On the midnight
before the morning of the appointed day the various looted
articles are mixed together in a pot and administered, sacrament-
ally, to the chief and certain of his relations. This s known
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as the “shwama” When the sun rises the chief rushes out of

his hut, and fiings his spear towards the luminary., Then, for
several days, the tribe gives itself up to feasting.

The “shwama ™ is a much more serious and formal affair on
occasions when a son of the chief assumes the insignia of man-
hood. In former dayvs the mixture used to be made i a skull
mnstead of in an earthen pot, and the skull used was not an
ordinary one but that of some old man celebrated for wisdom,
expenence and former valour, killed for the occasion. Rightly
or wrongly 1t was firmly believed fifteen years ago that this
lowed  For several months previous to the
al Wiich 1t was intended to administer the “ shwama ”
> to the son of an important chief old men showed z
isinchnation towards going to lonely places or being

uts atter dusk had fallen. Certainly there were
he cases o unaccountable disappearance of distinguished

custom was stil] fol

ed with vanous tribes of natives within the
ape Colony and its territories, the present
) that he has met none so manly, so self-

WILLIAM CHARLES SCULLY.

“DE VROUW-VANGER.”

(The Woman=Catcher).

The commercial depression following the war and the de-
parture of the troops from South Africa was beginmng to make
itself felt when I went to the northern districts of Cape Colony
on my first trip as representative of a business house. It was
necessary that I should visit some villages lying away from the
railway ; and while the results, from a business point of view,
were not sufficient to justify the extra expense involved in
getting about the country my journeyings brought me no little
amusement and instruction.

At the close of a busy day at Kaalfontein, some twelve miles
from a flourishing district town not far beyond the Vaal River,
I was discussing with my host, the storekeeper, the best way
of reaching the next village, a half European, half native place
from whence 1 could again strike off to the main line of railwav.

“ Your best plan,” said he, “is to spend the night here and in
the morning drive over to Hilldon's. I know he wants to place
some orders, and he'll take you on to the stadt.”

“You're in luck,” he added, as the sound of hoofs came near
the door; “this must be Hilldon himseli—I thought he would
be over soon, as his boy didn't fetch the mail yesterday.”

“How are ye, Vrouw-Vanger? "—and he gave a hearty wel-
come to a tall, slender individual who marched into the room
at that moment.

The newcomer greeted us cheerfully, and after perusing his
letters readily acquiesced in Mr. Brown's proposal that he should
stay the night and allow me to travel in his company the next
day.

We sat down to a good dinner provided by the Cape boy,
who—as my host, an unmarried man, put 1it—" bossed up ” the
kitchen, and 1 preduced a box of my best cigars—samples.

“ Talk about anytiung you like, absolutely anything vou hke,
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FRAGMENTS OF NATIVE HISTORY.
Iv.

The Amahlubi and the Amangwane.”

These once  powerful tribes sprang onginally from one
stock— the Abambo. probably one of those tribes which Look
part an the great Bantu nigration from the northi-west. Their
history cannot be disentangled during the period of which this
essay 1 5. that 1< to suy the period from the rise of
Tshakia's power until 1828, when the Amangwane were anni-
Inlited, and the Awmablubi or rather the fragments of them
surviving, were scattered among other tribes in a condition of
seui-slavery

T . o
here s very great difficulty wm lixing the true course  of

cvents from the  conflicting  accounts  iven of the terrible
tragzedy now  to be  related. Native history passes {rom
cenerat,on (o peneration by oral tradition only, and the -
cradicable tendency among all peoples  and more  especially
apiong savages, when relatine the warlike experiences of ther
respective tribes s to aagnily enonnously the importance ol
a successful bottle, and correspoudingly to mmimse o defeat.
It 15, thevelore only by means of tadang many statements from
cach side, wnd then carefully comparmg them, that one  can
hope to armve at even approxneate troth Al that s clammd,

therefore, Tor these shetehes 1 that they ove, m therr mam
outlines, truc pictures of the eptsodes dealt withy Although

considerable care has been taken, some of the details may he
misplaced.

= he account o) the Amangwine is based largely on stalements taken trom

Matiwane's half-brother, Dich Simanga, who still lived near Kenlani i 1805,

Simanga was a very old nuan (he was marricd in 1820), but was i el possession
anga wa:

o i facuoltics when T had the privilege of his acguaintincee

1
{
i

“
3
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Tudging roughly by the size of the areas occupied respec
tively by the tmbes named, it 15 estimated that wat the
bennning of the last century the Amahlubi numbered 250,00
and the Amangwane 200,000 souls. The former occupieﬂ that
portion of the great valley of the Buffalo River which lies
immediately below the Drakensberg Range in what 15 now
Natal, whilst the latter dwelt near the source of the Pongola
River. in the vicimity of the present site of Wakkerstrom.
\WWar broke out between them in or about the year 1S19. In
1928, of nearly balf a milhon pecple, probably not 135.000
were left ahve ‘

Matiwane, the "Mangwane Chiefl, was apparently a man of
very great ability. He takes rank as the third greatest
destroyer of human hfe that South Africa has produced:
Tshaka being the first, and Ma Ntausi, chieftainess of the
Bathlokua, the second.  Matiwane's name 1s more execrated
among the Bantu of the Cape Colony and its territories than
that of any other ravager.  He 1s represented as an absolute
fiend 1n human shape, his followers, the * Fetcany,” or
“encmies,”” being only second to him in imiquity.  Yet an
mmpartial historian must come to  the conclusion that the
‘Mangwane Chiel and his terrihc  following were rendered
ferocious by circumstances over which, they had no control.
and that they only differed from the other ingredients in the
areat melting-pot into which they were cast in that they were
of rather tougher hbre.

I'his 1s how the trouble began. At the end of 1817 or the
heginning of 1818 Matiwane fell out with Kondla, chief of a
[aicly powerful tribe, the Amantyali, whose territory lay to the
castward of  that occupied by the Amangwane.  There is
evidence to the effect that Tshaka, who was just rising into
power, was the fomenter of the strife.  Tshaka, as well as
being a great soldier, was a most subtle diplomatist, and befor=
s power became consolidated the constant amm pf his policy
was to embroil his neighbours in mutual strife, while he lo.ukc‘ﬂ
on, holding himself in readiness Lo seize, at the close of the
contest, whatever advantage offered. ) )

Before many weeks had passed Matiwane found hunsell
faced by a po\'\'erful hostile combination, for the Umtetwa and
Anavesi  tribes joined the Amantyali, and the Amangwane
had to give wa\z. In his distress Matiwane :%sknfd Umtxmlv\"l‘xlu
1. chiel of the Amahlubi, to take charge of his cattle. The
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latter consenting, nearly the whole of the "Manowane herds
were hurnied down into the Buftalo Valley, handed over, and
driven by the Amahiubi into the deep gorges between the
spurs of the Drakensbherg

Matiwane was defeated, but not crushed He made terms
with the enemy. the conditions of which were that he should
pay tribute and give s sister Magenge in marriage to
Dingiswayo, chiefl of th

e Umtetwa.  After the terms of peace
had been arranged Ma

sent to demand a restitution of
Lis cattle fromn Umtimkulu. but was met by a refusal  Mati-
wane then *sat down ™ and sharpened his blunted spears.

About this time  events happened among  the Amahlubi
which were fraught with temble consequences.  Across the
Drakensberg, near and about the sources of the Vaal River,
l2y the territory' of the Bathlokua. a tribe akin to the Basuto
of to-day., and from which these are largely descended.
Mckotsho. chief of the Bathlokua, had married Monyalwe,
daugliter of the chiel of a neighbouring tnbe.  The eldest child
faughter.  who was given the name
stom the mother took the child’'s

¢ add Her name thus becamne
“Ma Ntaus r " the mother of Ntatis.” Mokotsho died.
I tisi becamie regent during the minority of Sikon-

ol this marnaze
Nruatisi.  Accorc

namme with the

st son

Whern tlie Hlub: chiel Dungane died. early in the nineteenth
century, he was succeeded by his “ great son,” Umtinkulu L
ranl: was Mpang a. Shortly after the latter
married he had a dispute with his brother-in-law, Motshol:,
over sume dowry cattle, Motsholi fled with a number of his

The son next i1

fcllowers and tool: refuge with the Bathlokua. Ma Ntatisi
treated him with oreat kindness, and assigned land to him
and his followers to reside on Motsholi was celebrated as

heing the wearer of a wonderful necklet. The Amahlubi have
for long been known as skillul workers in metals. This neck-
let was wrought upon the vearer’s neck in such o manner that
it could not be removed

When Sikonyella reached what he considered to be man
hood—that 1s, when he was about sixteen years of age  he
wished to assume the governance of the tribe, but his master
ful mother thought him not vet old enoncsli to sustain such o
responsibility.  Consequently he determined to do something
to prove his mettle.  Every youns chiefl has a number of blood

L U

- g ——
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brothers, corapanions in the rite of carcumciion, who are
bound to him by the strongest ties, and who yield him the
most  unquestioning obedience and  devotion Silionyella
decided. with the help of his personal following, t

fitness for governing the tribe by murdering A

» prove his
arsholl, the
stringer within his gates.

So  at davbreak one morning the young Bathlolua  Chief,
with his im'("mlv adlierents, fell upon the unsuspecting Hlubis
Matsholi and a number of his followers were kalied.  All their
cattle were driven off. Sikonyella determined o possess the
necllet, which was believed to be endowed with macieal nro-
pertics. so, rather than spoil the ornament, he cut off the head
of the dead wearer.

Mpangazita, although not the “ great " chief of his tribe,
was nevertheless a powerful one. Probuably he did not care
much about Motsholi, but the slaying  of onc of lis wife's
kindred touched his pride, and he did not want the celebrated

necklet to oo out of the family. He declared war, making
the loss of the necklet his pretext. The Bathlokua sustained
a crushing defeat.  in this  were involved  the fortunes ol

several kindred and neighbouring tribes.  The Bathlokua and
their allies lost all their cattle and were driven out of Lhew
country, into the high plains surrounding the present site of
Middelburg, in the Transvaal

Ma Ntatisi took: the reins into her hands, and never dropped
thens until the day of her death. Her career was a very lurid
onc We will anticipate and give in outline the subsequent
carcer of this terrible woman.  Those who wish for more de-
tailed information may find 1t in Dr. Theal's histones. Not
long after Mpangazita's attack the Amahlubi and the Amang-
wane, locked together in a deadly struggle and pursued by the
Zulus, rolled over the mountain range, and the Bathlokua, with
their kindred tribes, fled before the tempest North, north
cast and north-west they swept what is now the Transvaal with
the besomn  of destruction, annihilaung cvery hving thing
except the wild game which was fleet enough to escape their
spears It is believed that they obliterated thirty dlilln{z".
tribes, without leaving a trace behind.  To this day may oo
seen, over many hundreds  of square  miles of their course,
thickly set circles of stone which mark where ones populous

towns stood.
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The murderous carcer of the “ Mantatees,” as the f{ollowers
of Ma Ntatist came to be called. was first checked at a spot
far to the westward. near the source of the Molapo River.
Here Makaba, chiel of the Bangwakets: finding the horde
divided. attacked the divisions 1n detaill, and defeated them
severely.  They then turned southward, through what 1s now
British Bechuanaland. driving the tribes before them like chaff,
mnto the Kahhari. When about to attack Kuruman they were
met by the Griquas from Klaarwater, who, being armed and
mounted. defeated them with case. This, according to Dr
Theal. happened m 1823 The horde then broke up, never
to reunite.  One division crossed the Zambes:, where it became
known as the Makololo. Ma Ntatsi, with Sikonyella, led the
largest portion across the plains of what i1s now the Orange
River Colonv to the upper reaches of the Caledon Ruver.
"Mshweshwe—or, as he 1s usually called, Moshesh—claimed this
country. but Ma Ntatisi attacked and defeated him with heavy

[os~. This section of the Bathlokua subsequently became in-
corporated in the Basuto nation. Other fragments of the
Mantatee horde wandered about, slaying or being slain.  Of

their descendants, only those of the Basuto retain any warlike
>ristics,

nust now return 1o the  Amahlubi.  Mpangazita re-
turtied,  laden with spoil, from his attack on the Bathlokua
Matiwane, the astute, saw that the wealth of the Amahlubi
would be likely to gain them allies if he delayed his vengeance
any longer, so hc burst like a tempest on his foes.  The
Amangwane had been hurt i their tenderest part. Umtim-
kulu o the cuise of a friend, had fraudulently appropnated
the cattle placed in his charge.  Since the war with the
Armantyali confederation  and  the consequent  payment of
wribute, the milk-sacks of the Amangwane had been empty, and
the weeds had grown in their cattle kraals.  From a native
pont of view there was mdeed o heavy score to wipe out.

The Amahlubr appear to have made but Iittle effective re-
sistance.  Matiwane drove s army  like o wedge between
Umtinkulu and Mpangazita. The former was killed early in
the attack, with nearly all e house. His eldest son, ])h]omo
and his second son, langalibalele, who subsequently -(in 1872)
got nto trouble with the British Government, and was l\c]n n
captivity until he died, escaped.  Dhlomo, who was unpopular
with the tribe owing to his having slam his uncle, Maranqua,

i
-
|
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in a trihal quarrel. was subsequently killed by the Zulus, and
died without 1ssue [Langalibalele. who was a child when -
father was killed. escaped with difficulty and was  for many

fugitive. His wanderings were too ntricate to admit

j€dr= ¢

.\.: dlhcn now being traced. They invoived many hairbreadti
escapes On rme occasion he and the woman who rescued hin
were captured by cannibals in one of the gorges of the Mont
qus Sources, near the source of the Tugela Rn In the cave
¢ which thev were taken they loolked on wml» the meat r’rffn-
the body of one of their friends was being rousted. The

wornan abandoned her own child, and, seizing that of ner cluel,
out into the darkness and the tempest. and escaped

sprang
down the rugged mountam side
The Amangwane now occupied the Hlubs territory.  The

sweep made by the former was so clean and complete that all
the Hiubi cattle were captured : and with the exception of a
few fugitives. living mainly by cannibalism in the deepest of
the l.".a'setn\"ncrg corges. there was for many years hardly @
Fllub: to be found to the eastward of the mountain range.
Matiwvane had now veached the height of his power He
wis evidently not alone « considerable military genius but

thinker.  Somie of his savings which have  survived indicate
aritn humour and something akin to philosophy He bore

about  the  same  relation 1o Tshaka--that 1= to say. 1w
chieracter and disnosition -as Suvaroff did to Napoleon Here
are u tew aphonisms attributed to Matiwane :

“Men are the cattle of the vultures.”

“Tshaka conquers because he learnt  war ol Ins father’
The word “ Zulu »* means “ sky ;" “Tshaka  means
“dawn.” the child of the sky. The great manifestation
of the power of the sky is the thunder-storm. Ii one
watches lichtning from a distance 1t often appears o
stab <everal tines at the same place, giving the idea of
4 dart bemg thrust forth and then withdrawi. In fact
lightning in a majority of instances looks as though 1t
were withdrawn  to the cloud from which it onginated
The great unprovement that Tshalka made in tactics waz
the substitution of the single, heavy stabbing spear for
the light throwing assegai)

“ Afier the big cow has calved three share the red milk, but
only one has a milk-sack” (The big cow calving mean-
war beine declared The red milk i= the blood. Thi=

E
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15 divided by the sun, the wind and the carth Bui the
blood clots only on the earth, and this suggests  the

. curdled milk m the milk-sack) T

* The natlon‘ I make war upon  hecomes hairless ™ (A

shaved head 1< the sign ol native mourming.  Matwane
meant that he killed so many that the whole tribe \\‘(:u]d

. have to go mto mourning)

;\"[at.xwa_ne wis a short man with a curved back and a
l:l.ill‘l\'ElD]_\' targe posterior In his colourmg was a dxsnn(‘.:(nnae
:); y(:;jlm\b.‘ He was, most hkely, partly of Hottentot descex:t
L AAS c 1 o\ i > } i -
;DUSl hz\'e jr:;;:(i\\ii ::lx‘uitsrdm ,[”7(‘ ::r-:.az migration ﬂln?},

: and congquered vanous Hottentot tribes
No doubt thev would have appropriated the women of fl;f;
fatter) His eyelashes were missing and his eyes were weak
Below them were dark patches e:\‘lendmg down his claec;‘l;;-

his childhood. He

10~

This was the result of severe opthalmiz in

wore a k&u'l‘\\‘ihd(j! oi the skms of black and white calves. and
used a very old and battered shield which had belonged to hi%
tather, and fron ! all the hair had been rubbed off

of Matiwane's cruelty
1~ undoubted prowess.
o the more dis-

The account o

must be discour
There 15 no douin
tingwshed among the enemies
by the native to be the seat of feros
I\.dutiwanc believed that by tins means  he could add to the
]1»l)era| endowment of that quality with which nature had -iftc*"‘
him.  But this mus! be set to hi= credit - ahhou.'fhr}n‘ crﬁ‘our‘j
aged the “inyanga,”’ or “war doctor ** (he dabbleg in war mragic
h)msel{ to a considerable extent), the “isanuse” or * witch
doctor” was unknown n his tribe, and anyone accusine 'dl‘l
-olher _nf causing sickness by means of 4 black uuu'lf was
mcoptlnently pul to death. If 1t had not been for :}alnl':.
Matiwane would probably have heen the most powerful Alf-ju;;x.'
among the natives of South Africa ‘ ‘
But Tshaka had now to be reckoned with The Zuly Kinoe
had consolidated Ins power and was about o (thu.;nvr; INE |‘6‘l"‘-
of.a mere conqueror to that of a destroyer on a ro]:)ssul s(
His aim was 1o 1solate the Zulu nation by surmundin';il\ ll(-m';
tory with a wide belt of absolute desert.  The ﬁrs!hlu withe
under the blight of his new policy were the Amaug-wum- l]lrr
newly-modelled Zulu army fell upon then within less thi l\\'l
vears after the Amahlubi were driven forth. N o

I'he gall 15 believed
i the human body, and

ne

\
)
|

—~—
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The skilful generalship of Matiwane and the bravery of his
tollowers were of no avail.  They made o gallant hght. bus
nothing could withstand the
Zulu onslaught The attack-formation of this terrible soldiery
sembled m rough outhne the head and chest of bull  The
composed of  skirmishing lines ot young. hery
reckless and only ambition 1t was Lo wash their
blood. and who feared nothing m  the
i the awful man under

(B 1
The * head ” was

combmed fury and scence of the

re
homs were
recruits whose
spears 1 dil enemy’s ]
umverse but the disapproving iace
- ron discipline they had been tramed
of the most highly tramed and organised (roops.

“horns”  When

whos
composed
These had served ther apprenticeship m the
the latter. by the audacity of their onslaught on the fanks,
had engaged the enemy’s attention, the head would crush,
irresistibly, mto 1ts  centrc Behind, in reserve, stood  the
chest.” which was composed of veterans with lacds 1 attend
This was the reserve, 1o be brought nte action only 1

head should fail, a conungency which
alut

ance.
the attack by the
<eldon: or never happened. or to take the opportunity of
ting then blood-thirst when the beatcn foe unmstakably gave
cround.

The Zulu reciments, which werc cdistingwished  from cach
othier by different coloured shields, rought, as far as possible.
So intensely jealous of cach other were
it required the full exercise of

(= independent units.
they that often 1 battle
[shaka's tron will to prevent them falling on and destroving
African conditions o= they then we
ally mvmcible
defeated, but not routed. They fell
along the dolorous way which had
cattle ahead
had

cach other.  Under South
the Zulu army was pracuc

The Amangwane were
back. hghting doggedly,
heen taken by the Amahlubi, sending thewr

Mpangazita now thought his opportumty 1or vengeance

At this juncture Matiwane's con-
While  defending
atler

‘ome, but he was decerved.
skill hecame  apparent
pursuit, he gamed victor

At length the Zulus reured, and
locked 1 a deadly

summiate nuhtary
his rear aganst the Zulu
victory over the Amahlub:

then the Amangwane and the Amahlubi,
the plams of what 1s now the Orange

,\lrugglv. rolled across
River Colony.  Both sides fought with desperate valour and
Dreadiul deeds were enacted. Women
avside.

changing  fortune.
and children, starving and exhausted. dropped by the w

and were cither clubbed o death or less wmercifully letv to
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perish of slow starvation Manyv were capturead and caten by
the small hordes of cannibals with which the land w

as mfested
These were compose

d of fugitives from various tribes that had
been crushed out of existence as
as they wandered abroad over the blighted land. was to assuage
their raging physical hunger

Occasionally the  two
exhausted. draw apart f
desperaic struggie af

such. and whose one desire,

great hordes  would. pantng  and
©r @ space. only te re-engage in the
ter they had taken breatl. They were
attacked by successive Zuly arnies. but their emmty was so
great that they would not b
so werc defeated and scatte

At length. in 1823, (he
An.ahlub: My
of the Caledon

agamnst the common foe,
a

dawned for the
m on the western banlk

Maseru Matiwane at-
tacked und droy ( by incl: before him  The battle
lasted five dave Tl las of the Amahlubi was on &
platean tie mver. flanked  with precipices

Mpangazit
the A

wers scattered. Many of
but were held 3

o were not slaughtered,
a condition of semi-slavery.

Sidinane, Af,

escaped tc the westward
with a <n

Lo
i1 Hoa

this lot, whicli was in

who jomed 1t fron tie 1
to be chief. for the “great house " of the once proud and
powerful Hlubi trihe e thought 1o be extinet Dhlomo had
died under the Zuly “pears and ot was not a- vet known that

Langalibalele had survived the massacre in which his father
Umtimkuluo had perished

t1rmne Sidinane was nov believed

WiLLian CHaplge Scuniny

(7o be onlinied

INDUSTRIAL AND ECONOMIC
REFORM IN SOUTH AFRICA.

white Sowth Ajrica— 1he wral wid svcial coils
s (s - i 4

aitending  mdcntured f(u/’ll.’ll‘z:('[ labour on th : :
The duty of the Chutrchies The ‘;"I’(Izll!(.!lv(f' taxaiion of
muzing  profuts  1he reports of  the [ndigenci (,://le—‘
uisswie and e Mg Industry Commassion ,j/h;
wportance  of - clicaper //.:‘zu;,7 and /C','l'{f s »uj
production (¢ local mdustries based on whitc laborr—
Aorc white men and relict of taxatiwn wecessary

Segregation- - A Leaguc suggested, foi cnqur wird
//J:x;m ston and !0 further legislaiion on right lines, in

¢ arlaling
{ LILET LS ] Jrealcr pormanend wiil popitalion.

Fhe tollowing reflections and suggestions may be :.1.\'-1:11 to
those who are acti 1y fichting for the white labour pohcy, ,:1(}
to thoss who, winle unable at present to see their way o ;u’lzfp‘
the really effective proposals. so far as they go. put forward by
the Transvaal Mg Industry Commnission, vet rlcm’g that
some steps shall be taken to make South Africa more and m'_{‘F
@ communmty mowineh law-abidmg white men ot all .clu:,:c,» can
live. thrive and multiply.  And that, not mcrcl'\‘v for @ 1(:\\1
generations, but i perpetinty hﬂm“‘\' be ;115(: that \-x t::
mll:r\‘.mg mperiect presentation of the case, the mamn -\L» )If:d

: ‘ further the sul
and uselulness of vwhiach 1= to venulate further the sub

USSi Erea e rve o nter
stimulate thought and discussion thereon, may se

Z 3 N A the to o0 ntee the
souc who are now indifferent and lead them to ¢ {
matier {or themselves. v o

I 1 ; sals he Minmg industry
Although, abviously. the proposals ot the Mininy

Conmssion do not offer o complete and nnal jnll.!tlon n" ‘(’le'
dif:culues moreahisimg the above adeal. _lhmk it \ nin “,(”"\,
to onve effect o them, and that soon. 1 we are :\. z\i- ?;i
;qu:u-v\.mln‘ results, of the kind desired, w',lumr tllt f;(x‘ld .
veors, This doe< not mean that ne other measures should hs
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casl.lot_s as te who should try it It fell to him

to sip 1t only, but once his lips were wet

away. . . . He cursed me as he died

the diamonds now and would give the
>

[ wished him
I could not tear him
[ have all
il o s 1vn_1 ;1!1 for a drink of pure
1 il wint i ‘mnnot 1ave lound the other casks
gh vet t1s but

six hours to the next cas
. ‘ : 3 Nt casl
Another cask.—buyt 1 dare

not. It is bright and cool and

L R— - i
T-:\“U vet I am dying of thirst

hey are creepi T
TS ey ‘1)r creeping nearer. They
il e T BB, d 1 know that 1f I do not drink they
: ¢ e as thev did that other man—through the back
ac

But T will not wait for that.  This
cool and clear. surelv- T

clear: bhut so were the others!

1 can go no further.

know mv rifie has

with o poisoned arrow
water Jooks sq

Sk-’l"\:];@zfr) e'x(j.: abruptly- A week later the engineer and
0{1;:—;‘“;;1;;-<Izt1’m tvug. venturning across the sands in the hope
o meting “( ptarl} returning. found Halloran's body by the

t the water cask Near by lay the fata] pocicet ‘book.

had oc
1a hunF

But the diamonds

FrRED. C. CorNELL.

[
[
.5
]
|
i
¢
§
\

————ee

FRAGMENTS OF NATIVE HISTORY.

V.

The Amahiubi and the Amangwane.

[L

About two years after the defeat of the Amahlub:. Tshaka
sent an army to attack the Amangwane, who were then occupy-
ing the northern portion of what 1s now Basutoland and the
upper part of the Caledon River valley.  But Matiwane also
held sway over a considerable portion of the central area of
what 1s now the Orange River Colony.  The expedition was
commanded by an indunz named Dhlaka. the second i com-
mand bemg Madabulela, who was one of Tshaka's {favount:

ofhcers The Amangwane fought well, but were heavilyv de
feated. Large herds of their cattle were swept away and the
people were agamn scattered On the Zulu side Madabulel:

was killed  When the captured cattle were displayed before
Tshaka, on the return of the victorious expedition, he cried cut
to Dhliha s * You might have left all these behind 1f vou had
only brought back Madabulela.”

Early m the following autumn another Zulu force was sent
against the Amangwane. On this occasion Mauwane did not
wait to be attacked, but fled to the westward of the present sii-
of Bloemfontem.  The Zulus swept the country far and neor
In a short time, with the exception of a few ludden by Moeshesh
in the vicmity of his impregnable stronghold. practically all the
cattle between Bloemfontein and the Drakensberg-—hetween
the Orange and the Vaal Rivers, eastward of a line drawn
north and south through Bloemfontem -were in the hands of
the Zulus.  Dhlaka, who had commanded the expedition of the

previous vear, was again the leader

Matiwane collected his forces at Bloemfonten and determined
to make one energetic attemipt to turn the tide of Zulu conquest
He attempted to obtain the co-operation of Moshesh and Siko
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yella, but the former was then too weak to venture on leaving
Thaba. Bosigo, and the latter was hiding m the fastnesses of the
Malutis. Matiwane. undaunted. essaved the enterprnse unaided
One of his councillors, @ man named Bonza, was a skilful sp\’-
Bonza went forth to ascertain how matters stood  He found
that the Zulus had formed three large camps. several miles
apart from each other, y

captured stock.  Matiw
that the enemy v-ere not

at which they were resting with the
ane instructed him to report publicly
1y Zulus at all. but Amazizi—" the peop]'e
who went with shaved heads.” This was a reference to an
cccasion on which Matiwane, some years previously. had in-
flicted a severe defeat on the Z )

' Amazizi

A Matiwane assembled his fcrces and harangued them, say-
ing:—*" See, we are sleepmng in the open air; our children have
re milk.  These are only the Amazizi- do not let the shaved-
heads get away with our remaining cattle.”

An attack was detemn »

divided 1nt

ordered against the thres

uned on. The Amangwane were
three parties and @

@ sunultaneous advance was

respective Zulu encampments. The
assault wos delivered just before davbreak, but 0\;ving to somie
i of the camps was not attacked
this duty having joined that
camp. where Dhlaka was 1in com-
gwane Iought with desperate bravery, and
ered severely. but the unattacked Zulu division

came up ang turned the tide. It was here that Matiwane comns-
manded 1n persomn.

uisunderstand

mg of
ding of

at 2ll, the dwv

sent egam
mand. Thec Aman
the enemy <ufi

B -

The second attack

. was made agamst the smallest and most
distant Zulu detach

nent. and was a complete fiasco. Here the
anslaught was made at sunnse. Therc were only sixty Zulus
m charge of the cattle, and forty of these were caught lnt‘hinf
m the niver, the other twenty i"f-mg on guard over Hl"il" confb
rades’ spears and shields 3ut these t\w'!;\‘ picked up the arms
of the bathers. and cut their way throush the folr- to the lalleh
Ten (-)1’ the bathers were lilled - but 1};(,; fifty r<-:\nu.imnn; Zu]us‘A
shouting out “ These people cannot fight against ue,” s"‘éultore;
the assallants, whe outnumbered thems by ten to r;uc. ' (

A

) Ihe unforluna‘tt-. Amangwane were now i evil case.  The
Zulus moved off with their booty, and Matiwane led his people
b‘ack to the eastward. By permission of Mosnesh lhf-vA I!:(:)tpﬂﬁj
1rlern§clvcs near the Malieteng Mountain, where o’r'unc/ we

plentiful, and there they hved for a few months on the ;lfodu(‘(' ‘:);
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the chase. They inanaged 0 garner sufficient grain frow the
ruined felds wherewitl to start cultivation once more: and af,
the men hunted, the women broke up the hard virgin soil with
their blunt and clumsy hoes The rains were p.l'()PIUﬁU’\ Soon
the green plumes of the millet waved pronnsmgl): _I‘hc'u. as
if fate had irrevocably Adeclared against the doomed lfl'()‘,'. large
flights of locusts swept out of thre west and dcvnurgd the crops.
Gtarvation stared them in the tace. A sense of d‘:%perailun
scized them. For seven years they had fought their way
through forests of encircling spears. seeking some ,;pm. whereon
they might settle in peace. Their valour had enabled tllnem te
hola their own against every encmy except the {rrm legions of
the implacable Zulu King. Surely, they thought, there must
be some tract on the surface of the wide earth where rest irom
seemingly interminable warfare might be found? But to the
north were the Matabele and the Zulus: to westward lay the
wateriess deserts on whose hither fringe dwelt the cunmng
vellow men who rode swift horses and spat death from iron
tubes. Matiwane had et and been worsted by the Gnquas
on one occasion when he led his haggard horde across the wide
plains, in the hope of being able to fiind a haver ol refuge on
the banks of the Vaal River. To the eastward the Drakensberg
reared its seemingly impregnable ramparts. The south alone
lay open and unproved
30 the Amangwane once more set forth ou thewr scemingly
endless quest.  They pressed down Detween the irowning
mountain ranges of what 15 now southern Basutoland.  The
nam body crossed the Orange River not far o the eastward of
where Aliwal North stands to-day. Others crossed sull further
to the eastward, but the various divisions Were never out of
touch with each other.  From wild Bushmen and vagrant Hot-
tentots whom  he captured  Matiwane got linowledge of the
strange and potent white peaple who dwelt still further away
on the course he had at iirst determined to take. so he changed

the direction of his advance to the left and overran that area
comprising what are now the distnicts of  Wodehouse.  Glen
Grey and Nalanga but which wis then occupied by the Tembus

Matiwane  scattered  these  people like chaff  The chief
Lawana fled into the Calony with s clan Amangwane raid-
me parties harmed the country far and near, sweeping up cattle
and killing all who resisted The Tembus were so demoralised
that handreds wonld fl=e from @ handful o7 the dreaded * Fet-
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cani” or “encimies.” as Motiwane's followers came to be called
Urgent appeals for heip vere sent to Cape Town.

Matiwane liad heard of desirable vnimhabited tract to the
north-east of where he now was - <o after he had collected what
he considered & sufficiency of cattic and seed gram he again
turned to his Ieft, and led his people towards this promised land

The great horde surged on through fertile. unoccupied tracts,
stark.  frowning  turrets of the
therr nght the smiling vallevs opened towards
the sca.  Here were strong. perenmial streams of water, rich
hollows brimming with virgm forest It

To their left were reared the
Drakensberg :

grassy hillsides und
Was o delectabi

but the region they were striving for
1 T ahead.  They wished to put as much
Space as possible betweer, cives and the ravaged Tembus.

the

The great hordes T2 They still nrobably numbered
nearly fort Th sonwas winter, and each night
the Dbiting i 1 therr naked limbs Many of the
veaker died After un exreptionally severe mght spent n

some regicn @ scarc= bodies of the very old and

at the camping places Food was
iromost of the grain for sowing pur-
nulic dried 1 the breasts of the
wild-eved inother left the body of  her

f
i

l:!l VEery v

scarce, {or thes

poses at therr

women., and

lant at the . f sepulture m otne maw of the jackal or
e zri throng pressed on, lighting with
I peace they  were [ated

arough the gate of violent deatls, whilst
wheeled above their faltering rear.

the ke
despair, travel ]
never to obtain ex ept
the expectant vuliur

At length. from t]

lie Slang River heighte, they looked down

upon their goul- he valley of the Umtata River, near the small

mountain range lmowy o fmibulumpmi,” or “the place of
globes,” so called from it- doine 1 Pronmnences Here lay
the promised Tand

The region is lovel:

Lo theeve and  yedundunt i ever
natural endownient that appeals to the native.  Here were ricl)
alluvial valleys  full of voeal mpetuous water  Here were
pastures rich enough (o sustin countles- herds of cattle Heie
were glorous forests 11wy
the children and the old ey
of battle.

The country teemed witl, game
deep kloofs of the might,

mviolate recesses the women,
unght Inde safety on the dayv

frons the lordly eland in tiw
fantastically-carved mountain wall

i
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s si iv, lilie the
the tiny. mousc-like bluebucl: that  flits al]enttlk_\. li
€ . A - w .
B " of a shade. through the deepest undergrowth. o
A . - S f this region with a
" The sorely-tried people took possession © s reg A
) . ] i e ONG
‘ f de_e catisfaction.  The land was apportioned :u‘urvn,:
the vari us r?)i;'lr)r chiefs Thev built huts and marked ou{
- vanous E \ ; o
o - The smoke from a thousand camp fires arose. £2
oy I : Lll wintry skv. the far-scattered flames secmn;g
ioht into the still. y SRy, the 5 it . T
?:breﬂed the rich southern galaxies The llonsh re}\neflnxr\vme
" . and roared an astomshed protest. but'l e Amang ;
o T and conquered foes more terrible than the king
1 1 / & ¥
of beasts. and the thunder of ins voice was .onl) a welcon o
jic1tio;1 that thev had reached a land unclaimed h)fmar. o
a 3 . | . C o
fat; which had plaved with this sorely-tried }?eople ortsn(‘ ur%
‘ ¢ 5 mselves most secure,
had led them. when they th]ought the
the open jaws of death. 3 .
betweer'] p P the raid on the Tembus had roused the
Rt tne. Came 0 act The mnvaders were be
Government at the Cape 1o ;\Ctpl.. 1€ 11 .l l .d e e
jleved to be Zulus. st o strong force was despatched to

o 1 <\r".
it became Kk 'n that the invaders we
» When it became known » ‘
e Then came word of

had fought with

retiring northward the force was recalled ' o
the former having scttled down at Imbulumpimni, sol o el
was countermanded. and the Brntish force was ordelte}( to .1' ‘“\
and expel the intruders  This force numhered‘ a )f(n‘u ‘(;h(.r:
and was composett partiy of regulars and parll,\‘ 0 n_nﬂrh ),—,-1
levied from the eastern frontier. Tt was nrcnn']pnmt‘d l))G>('\l(‘L;a
ouns  Colonel Somerset was in command. Hintza. the calz :
:hmli. and Vusani, chiel of the Tembus, were present with a

- avatlable men o
the{:lhr* attack was dehivered on the _','lh‘ August, l.\:b‘ "
number of the Awangwane e the hghung Iine was em‘mm}ed(.
to be 20,000 When they saw the troops m their rcd(‘(vdt; (.:ne
vancmg i close formation and marchimg n slept th(i\._l:::) e
to the other: * What land of ;nnm‘.lils' are lhe.qf Tl( v
come out of the sea, or are they wild l_\(’E.lElw ‘ [‘\C‘lr s -
ol these people at s

The

il tragic pathes the situation i
i T “‘l.‘mn‘. and desperate trom privauon and
exposure, they were ull\mul (o hattde :md 1o de;\thAl{ll \lrl;:;~
4 They had known 1t under the /.llll.l spear, by 5—?\\ ,: ‘
: { the man-eating lions which for years

moent.  They were

forms.
vittion, by the fangs ob b ! Slag ¢ R i
wed therr wandering footsteps. preymg on t g
i A i " { their children had been the
: The playvthings of the ¢
after mght [he play U il L ko
bone nF skun men  Thev had proved thew prowess \
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SCXGI‘ Stﬁ( Len tlf_‘l(l \e 1dv W m hat nfe ll 1d not
2 \ 1¢ \ (‘] )In'l\ ¢ the
ot . S X A

been
SO sweet t
bt gl o the Amang\\'anc that thev sho Id
: risking the los of 1 1 would hesitate
n close-massed s ‘the i
i e lh:;: ranks they aw aited the ati ok - but i thunder
o Bekpr e iar:. whilst a white cloud. ennttimge red Rashes
. M 1 Y T = -
bolts ¢ ironbf ke f]b over their assailants Immediate] ¢
fege . ulants I diately gre;
finecton ] = ljom.mt SKY (the old ordnance had a \'(‘i‘\'j }0111
Then the ploughed passages ihroucl their dense -
) the Stont ewos s gk g & dense masses,
physical danger turned i ' fiom
believed 1., he
the Amang

quailed before mere
. water 3yt ¢ e
the supernatural
- ane fled 1n disorder

€ Gealeka and Temi '
‘eka and Temby . i
) ; 1 auxiliaries } took ti

Bt Thege £l s the rom ‘ain S ihen took the matter ip

: he rg ! muititude and ex 1

X bl an 2
engea‘huv Mo, were S d L.\Z]Ct?d a4 terrible
e b iA c .c;c.y. Were mercilessly extir-
) om 1 slaughter, unu " the i :

S e 4 ! nil te unmense horde
B g » Vallev seven vears
Sarmesitns of e oD Tugitives were Jefy The deadly
1>4 3 ;
ity GF Adsaprm . . " rom the fact that ;
party of Amangwane Some hundreds strong was fo]] fd(f(; o
@= strong was followed across

the Drakc‘nsberg into the vallev of 2
. 2 i «llC (831 1 - - =
Quithing. where 11 y. 9% the Orange River above

mnto ; Jurge full of long, dry
winc. - All the fugitives
] ted the summit of
e north, and. with the

Hthe agonies of frost

presence of what they

With & wild vell o

f dismay

w3

grass.  This was et
perished in the famee
the Drakensbery z: - |
: g a p
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mwstead of flame o)y,
were naked. havinge (i
1 - Naving nrow
el d; h g tarown awa “verything i the frantic
Pt 1o escape.  They renclser] ) 4 rantic
of the range just a< 1.0} % 1
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Snow ling tle) ! J
: by holding t=ir smelds alafi. soinewhs
adopted by the Romay, soldier | known e the * oo
A ring ¢ TS s il o
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as to form a wall aoains the bitter, ‘] ‘Il it i
e 1 ag Prter. snow-laden wind.,  Inside
] closely together, the unforiunate lugitive al l.
endeavoured to retain sufficien warmtih - Whey 1r. ol
hodday

nis orc;

-45108 - 1ne mserable creatures

saddle between (wo peaks

and shortly afterwards snow
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were tracked down and, in o majority of instances, absolutely
exterminated.  The " Fetcani” were looked on as human
vermin, and treated accordingly.  One and one only instance
of kindness to these unhappy creatures has been remembered.
A smail party worked 1ts way down to the Goza Forest. in
Western Pondoland, and the poor. outcast Xesthes hidinz there
killed some game for the starving fugitives. These rested for
a few doys and then passed on. probably to die under the spears
of the next tribe whose territory they attempted to traverse.
Matiwane, with his bodyguard and a {few [ollowers, fled back
to Basutoland and begged for refuge with Sikonyella. but the
Bathlokua chief drove hium forth with contumely. He then
wandered northward. and, hearing of the death of Tshaka, de-
termined to throw himself on the mercy of “ Malamlela,” or
* the saviour.” as the vile, false-hearted Dingaan was then
called. But Dingaar had a deep, instinctive hatred of abihty,
so he caused Matiwane and his followers to be put to a cruel
death. There are several accounts as to the exact manner 1n
which Matiwane died.  That which 1s most probably true 1s to
ithe effect that he was blinded with a firebrand, and then tied
to a tree to die of slow starvation or by the teeth of hyvenas.
The last-mentioned animal suggests a comparison between
Dingaan and his predecessor.  Tshaka had the soul and temper
of a hon.  He was bloodthirsty, ruthless and cruel as death 1n
lus fits of rage or when anvthing stood between him and his

but he was soimetimes generous, and he did occa-

ambition ;
But Dwmgaan’s

sionally feel affection for u fellow creature.
disposition suggests a mixture of the nature of the hyena with
that of the toad. He seldom or never lost his temper: his cold
heart loved the contemplation of suffering long drawn out; he
was never known to do a generous deed. Death by starvation

was o punishment he often nfliicted.
So it 1s to be feared that poor, blinded Matiwane starved

slowly to death in the darkness, unless some kind spint sent

the wild beasts mercifully to shorten his torments.

Wir.LiAM CHARLES SCULLY.

oc Continued.)
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from a bed of daffodils. A couple of wagons are outspanned
and a party of Kafirs arc carrying wood and making fires.
There are two white men; one 1s very tall, almost as tall—
why, it is the white man who a minute ago seemed to be dying
beneath the mimosa bush. But no, it cannot be: he was a
bigger man, and was dressed in strange garb: but this might
be his son, habited in the hunter's dress of to-day. He wanders
away from his companions, and throws himself down to rest
under a mumosa bush. As he does so his head strikes against
something hard. He looks round and examines it: it is a
human skull half buried in the sand. He jumps up and hails a
native, who hurries towards him with a spade. He digs away
in the sand, and at last a huge skcleton is laid bare, the white
bones gleaming in the faint light of the new moon.”

The Psychometrist ceased “ Can you,” I said, “describe
this hunter to me?”

“He 1s tall. very tall, six feet four or five inches, I think; his
features are massive ; his nose is arched; his hair is brown,
quite a peculiar shade, tinged with grey; and his piercing eyes
are blue. He 1s marvellously like the man who died in the
desert, but lie is not so big and he is not so strong.”

I thanked the man, and assured him that in this instance he
need not mistrust his gift.

That afternoon [ took back the skull and the cooking-pot to
Gustav de Villiers; and as I handed him the notes I had taken,
his resemblance to the hunter as described was almost startling.

At length e put down the notes. “ Well,” said he with a
thoughtrul air, * it was just such a night when I found the skull.
I remember the moon rising [rom that yellow sky; and, at any
rate, it 1s u capital pen portrait of mysell.”

C. R. PLOWDEN.

FRAGMENTS OF MATIVE HISTORY.
VI.

The Amahlubi.

After the five days’ battle on the western bank of the Caledor
River, in which 'Mpangazita was killed, the Amahlubi were
in a terrible plight. Had it not been for the genus of one
man, the Hlubi tribe would probably have ceased to exist.
This man was 'Mpangazita's son by an inferior wife: his name
at this time was Sondaba, but he was known alternatively as
Lihlonga—after Hlongeni, the place where he was born. After-
wards he acquired the name of Mehlomakulu (“Big Eyes”),
and 1t 1s by the latter name that he is held in honoured remem-
brance by the Hlubi tribe to day.

Scattered over the wide, inhospitable plains lying to the
westward of Basutoland the unfortunate people wandered
hither and thither seeking food to keep them alive. Many took
refuge with other tribes; many died of hardship; some were
slaughtered through sheer wantonness on the part of the various
raiding parties whom they met. But a nucleus of the tribe
held together under Sidinane, Mpangazita’s * great " son. This
included Sondaba and his mother, as well as an uncle named
Sigulugulu—a man who took an important part at a subse-
quent crisis.

One night when these people were resting among the hills
close to the source of the Vet River an alarm was given, and
they fled over a ndge. only to find themselves surrounded by
a Matabele impi which was returning from a raid on the Basuto.
As the wearied and dispirited Hlubis made no resistance only
a few were killed.  The Matabele leader must have been a
comparatively humane man, for he fed the starving people and
allowed them to follow his force as cattle drivers. At this
time Umziligazi, the Matabele chief, had established his
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" great place " at a spot called Ezinyosini (“ the place of bees ™),
near the present site of Potchefstroom.  When within three
days’ march of the “great place” the Matabele leader halted
the captives, left them under guard, and went on with his impi
and the captured cattle to report matters to his chief and receive
mnstructions.  The latter were to the effect that the Amahlubi
veere to be accepted as vassals, but that Sidinane and cvervone
oclonging to his *“house ™ were to be killed.  This decision
was cominuni

icated te the Amahlubi by 2 fugitive who had been
with the Matabele for some time, and who risked almost certain
death so a ive his chief warning. Sidinane at once fled.
He was accompanied only by his wife, an infant daughter and
two devoted personal adherent

The {fate of th

tragic in the extreme. It
contemporaries survive,
I frequentlv saw ancient men who had
their vouth we tears when telling his
Swaziland. The child soon
journey.  The Swazi chief
h kindness, but restlessness
he ventured into the den

apless chief was

1s probable that tc none of

but some yvears agc

known him

Sidinane made

of the Zulu lic:

the fugitive t een slaughtered for his
entertainn v refused to do.  Tshaka,
whose w ately destroy anyone failing to
comply wi 1ave been in an unusually
good hur lubi chief to depart un-
molested.

Sidinane, believing that the bulk of his people were in
captivity with the Amangwane, now decided to male submis-
sion to Matiwane, so  he passed from Zululand over the
desolated country formerly occupied by his tribe, and made for
the upper reaches of the Caledon River, where the ’Mangwane
chief and his people were then located.
At this time the country now known as Basutoland was in
a peculiar condition. In the northern part were the Bathlokua
under Sikonyella. Owing to the savagery exhibited by these
people in their almost circular course—from their original loca-
tion at the source cf the Vaal River, through the Transvaal,
down the castern side of Bechuanaland and then across to
within a couple of days’ march of the spot they first started
from- -they had come to be known as the “ Amadhlongwe,” or
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“those who act wildly and funovsly, without any fixed idea
underlying their action.” In the west were the Amangwane,
resting after their great victory. Among the wild, precipitous
Maluti Mountains to the castward were hordes of dehumanised
fugitives from many tribes who owned no cattle and cultivated
no land, and whose only bond of umon was their horrible
appetite for the flesh of their own species, which was their
staple food.  These creatures were nocturnal in their habits.
They knew every inch of the country, and were continually
raiding the outlying kraals of their neighbours. Their taste
for human flesh grew until they would eat no other meat except
under pressure of extreme hunger, so as a rule they left flocks
and herds untouched. But in the centre of this seething mass
of hate and horror sat Moshesh, like a benevolent eagle on an
impregnable eyrie. It was the destiny of this man of genius to
weld the unpromising and discordant elements by which he was
surrounded into a homogeneous nation, and to build, according
to the dictates of his unaided genius, an edifice which has with-
stood the shocks of a turbulent century.

Matiwane did what probably Sidinane would have done had
positions been reversed-——he brutally killed the man who had
thrown himself on his mercy. Sidinane was strangled with a
thong, and his body was handed over to the captive Hlubis,
who buried it at night, in a secret place.

Sidinane’s wife had remained in Swaziland. She lacked the
courage to appear before the terrible Tshaka. The chief Zibi,
who for many vears was located with a section of the Hlubi
tribe near Matatiele, is regarded as the son of Sidinane. He
was, however, the son of Tana, a cousin of Sidinane, who too':
one o! Sidinane’s wives in terms of the practice defined in the
25th chapter of Deuteronomy.

Here is the verbatim statement of a very old Hlubi named
Madubangwe, with whom I forgathered in the Matatiele district
some years ago. It has no bearing on Hlubi history, but is
teresting as showing how a high degree of chivalry may co-
exist with the most terrible cruelty:—"1 was one of a party
which wandered far after Matiwane scattered us.” (This
refers to the first defeat, when the Amahlubi were driven across
the Drakensberge)  * We met the Amadhlongwe, who killed all
except five. These escaped by hiding among reeds. We had
to escape to the westward. We hid by day and travelled by
night.  We were starving.  One night we saw a fire;; we went



598 The State. [NOVEMBER, 1909

‘towards it and saw people feasting. They were Matabele.
They captured us. Onc raised his spear and said: ‘Let us
kill the jackals’ But the leader said: ‘ No,—we want boys to
help in driving the cattle’ They gave us food, and we followed
them to Ezinyosini where Umziligazi was.

“I was then a young man, and, being very strong, could
dance well  Umziligazi loved to see dancing, so I was kept
at the ' great place’ After a time I was given a spear and a
shield.  Then I got a wife—a woman captured from the
Bangwaketsi  This was because | could dance the ‘umsino ’
(the Hlubi tribal dance) so well.

* Umziligaz: was a great chief.  He killed people who made
him angry. If he could not find enemies to kill, he killed his
own people. When he saw the vultures wheeling in the sky
he would call ¢p the soldiers and sav: ‘See.—there are the
ghosts of great men who are hungry for meat; go and kill for
them.” The soldiers knew which of his people had made him
angry, so they slew them and burnt their villages. Yes. they
killed all.—women and children. even the dogs.

“ Early on one day—it was some time after Tshaka died—-
when the people were scattered, gathering in the corn, word
came that a Zulu imp1 was approaching. Umziligazi had very
few men with him—not more than twenty—but he would not
leave his “great place’  He sent messengers to collect his
army, and told them that il they did not run hard he would cut
off their feet. He ulso sent a messenger to the Zulu leader,
saying: ‘ If you have come to fight do not take me unprepared ;
let me collect my men’ The Zulu leader sent back word that
he would wait untl the sun was there (pointing to where the
sun would be at about 4 pu. in early winter), but that he
could not wait longer, as he wanted to feast on Umziligazi's
cattle that mght. The Zulus collected around a small hill in
the middle of a hig plain, and there waited.

“Our men came pouring in, and by the time the sun began
to sink we had a great army.  Two bulls do not stare for long
at each other.  We moved out from the ' great place and the
Zulus came to meet us. Umazligazi took charge of the battle.
His two generals were Beje and Umkitika

“ As the armies drew nearer the men began to shout to each
cther. A Zulu would call out: * Show me your spear; is it the
spear of a great man?' One of our men would reply: ‘It is
the spear of a chiel’ We fought hard: the Zulus forced their
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way through us, but we closed in behind and conquered them.
We pursued, killing many, for two days. I got these two
wounds (one in the chest and the other in the thigh) in that
fight

“ It happened a very long time ago. Umuziligazi loved blood.
but he was very good to me.”

When Sidinane fled Sondaba agreed to personate him, but
the deception was soon discovered. However, Umzilgazi
forgave Sondaba, and accepted his submission to the Matabele
dominion. On the Rhenoster River, in the present district of
Kroonstad, was an important cattle post commanded by an
induna named Soxokozela, who stood high in the confidence
of Umziligazi, and here Scndaba and his tollowing were located.
The ablebodied men were trained under the Matabele military
system, and Sondaba was given a minor command.

After a year had elapsed Umziligazi sent for his new vassal
After Sondaba had made the customary obeisance he stood
erect before the terrible man whose mere nod could consign
him to instant death. ~Mehlomakulu was of great stature and
perfect symmetry. The most striking peculiarity of his hand-
some face lay mn his eves, which were unusually large and
lustrous.

“They tell me your name 1s Sondaba. T will give vou a
better one. You shall be called Mehlomakuiu.”

Umziligazi questioned his visitor closely as to his family, his
tribe and his ambitions. As to the latter, all Mehlomalulu
would admit was that he was devoted to the care of cattle,
and that he wished to go back as soon as possible to take charge
of those which had been committed to his charge.  After an
ox had been slaughtered for his entertainment the Hlubi chief
was, no doubt much to his relief, permitted to return honie

After this episode Mehlomakulu began to be talked about.
He had made an impression, not alone upon the Hlubis at the
“ great place ” but also upon the Matabele. He became famous
as a dancer. After a few months Umuziligazi again commanded
him to appear at Lzinyozini with a number of his followers.
for the ostensible purpose of performing the “umsino” in the
royal presence. Mehlomakulu by this time knew that he was
in a position of great danger. However there was nothing for
it but to obey, so he obeyed the summons and duly appeared

before Umziligazi.
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The dance took place next day.  Mehlomakulu led the
‘umsino,” which was performed before the King. One of
the fmlures of the dance 1s that the leader flings In% club into
the air and catches it as it falls. Mehlomakulu was particularly
skilful at this: no one could fling the club so high as he, or
catch 1t with such certainty and grace. The I\mv sat cross-
legged on his mat, naked to the waist and with his only adorn-
ment, three {eathers of the blue crane, nodding {rom his head.
The d'mcmg did not please him. All he said was: “ You are
blinding me; you are breaking my neck.” This had reference
to the way he was obliged to bend back his head so as to
follow the ﬂl”lh of the club. .-\fter the dance a feast was held,

and then the Hlubis were dismissed. Soxokorzela was ordered
to reniain at the royal kraal

There 1s no doubt that at this time U mziligazi had deter-
mined that Mehlomakulu should die. His splendid physique,
his chieftainlike bearing and the evident admiration called
forth by the voung Hiubi chief’s skill had alarmed the tyrant

whose career followed the meaning of his name (“spoor of
blood ™). All that was now required was a pretext, and with
the despot such is never far to seek.

A few days after Mehlomak

ulu and his followers had re-

turncd Soxckozela arrived with a few men. One of these was
a  Hlubi, and ke at once informed Mehlomalkulu
that an 1mpl was  even then being collected
at the  * areat place”  for  the purpose  of slay-
ing hiri, and might

be expected to arrive at any time.
In the dead of night the Hlubis stole out to a secret place

in the vicinity, for the purpose of discussing the situation.

With tears of chamcd regret they besoucht the chief to seck
safety in flight.  * We are tired” they said, ** of moving about.
The whole world is full of our enemies. Iet the (hxef go
forth alone.  We will stay with Umziligazi, who is strong and

can protect us. It 1s only agamst Mehlomakulu that hxs hate
is hot.”

When  this  resolution  had apparently 1rrevocably -been
arrived at, Mehlomakulu’s uncle, Sigulugulu, stood up and
went quietly away with a party of the Chief's most devoted
adherents.  These took their spears, surrounded the huts of
Soxokozela, and slew the induna with every inember of his

tarmly.  The day was just breaking when they returned to
their fellows.  The latter were, with heavy hearts and droop-
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ing heads, returning to the village. S .uluguiu unq' his 1
flung their spears on the ground before tiem. 'inrl cried cut:
* Here are our spears, red with the blood oi Soxokozela: see
what mercy ye will now receive at the hands of Umzilizaz:
This turned the scale; nothing but instant flight could now
save them from almost instant deatli. They rushed for their
arms and attacked the Matabele in the surrounding villages.
few of whom escaped.  The war cry. a long “g" of the
second line of the treble cleff, was shrlled out. \Within a few
minutes the bars nad fallen from the gates of the cattle kraals.
and the Hlubis, laden with whatever plunder they could carry.
were fleeing towards the south-east.  They ilf-aded fmj d
strong position which they knew of on the L_aledon River.
Mehlomakulu, although little more than a lad in years. took
command. He inspired confidence from the first.  They had
been two davs on the way before the Matabele 1mpi reached
Soxokozela’s kraal The pursuit began at once.

Mehlomakulu's  mother becaine footsore, and the Chief
refused to abandon her, so a halt was called [or a day. Then
the cattle were sent on again, and Mehlomakulu covered the
retreat with a strong rear guard. On the evening of the sixth
day the Hlubi objective was reached, and at the same time
the Matabele came in sight.

The latter were tired and hungry. Expecting to obtain
provisions at Soxokozela's kraal, they had come i{rom the
“great place™ without provisions. Nevertheless  they

advanced to the attack at once, shouting out: “ The cattle
have been out to graze; they will be ours at milking time.”
There was o number of Hlubis in the Matabele ranks, for
Uniziligazi had never dreamt of the possibility of a revolt
against his power, and these pressed forward as though cager
to attack.  But when they came close to Mehlomakulu's men
they lowered their spears and joined their friends. Thern the
Matabele retreated for a short distance and halted [or the
purpose of re-forming their plan of attacl.

Fires were lit by the Amahlubi and meat roasted for ti:
newly-jomned contingent. It was deemed certain that the
Matabele would attack within the next few hours, so the fires
were kept up full in their sight, whilst Mehlomakulu with the
pick of his force made a detour and took up a position in a
shallow valley before the Matabele position. As was expected,
the enemy advanced to the attack just after midmght.  They
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fell into the ambush, and were cut to preces. When moming
broke the field of battle was found to be thickly strewn with
the shields and spears which had been thrown away i the
headlong flight.  The shields were so many that lh.cy could
n .t be carned away. so they were placed in a pile and burnt.

The foliowing song was compose

he f d 1in honour of Mechloma-
Kulu's victory . —

> k™)
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These zre the words:—
" Spotted leopard, come out so that we can see yvou.”

The following song was composed to celebrate a subsequent
victory—over the Amangwane . —

L N o
w

The words are:—

“Ho. Ho We call to the Chief. He is as great as the
ocean.”

The Amahlubi had at last found a strong man,—one who
could lead them to victory. From far and near the members
of his scattered tribe fiocked to the standard of Mehlomakulu.
\otiwane attacked him, but was driven away with loss. Then
three  chiefs belonging to the loose confederation which
acknowledged Moshesh s its head declared war. Mehloma-
kulu was again victorious, but it had become apparent that
existence under such conditions was impossible. So the weary
Hlubis once more set forth to seek for some region in which
they might settle down. They recrossed the Drakensherg
and halted for 2 time among the valleys on its eastern slope,
near the source of the Umzimkulu River.

In the mecantime Tshaka had allowed some of the fugitive
Hlubis to settle down near the source of the Tugela.  These
had quarrelled among themselves—an old Hlubi habit  and
had conscquently remained poor and insienificant.  Dhlomo,
the legitimate head of the tribe, joined  these people  after
wanderings which cannot be traced. He headed one faction ;
the guardians of LLangalibalele another.  Mehlomakulu joined
Dhlemo, bui the other party was by far the stronger, so
Dhlomo  was  defeated.  Then Dhlomo asked Dingaau to

—af
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assist him. and Langalibalele’s  party was badly defeated
Dhlomo, not content 1o leave well alone, went to Dingaan
with fifty of his followers, to ask for recogmtion as " great”
chief of the Hlub: tribe. Dingaan did not like “ great " chiefs,
so he caused Dhlomo and lus following to be put to death

At this time Langalibalele was aguain a fugitive, under the
protection of Marangwa's son Meme.  But after 2 time he
ventured back to the Tugela valley, and the people, Mehloms
lulu's followers included, received him as their chiel  Soon
after this Langalibalele attained his majority. He never for
gave Mehlomakulu for having taken Dhlomo's part.  The
natives have a proverb to the effect that “two bulls canno
graze on onc ridge.” Mehlomakulu was too strong a man to
live in a state of subjection to a mere boyv. He had many
enemies, as strong men always have. Murmurs went zbroad
to the effect that the tribe was in danger owing te Mchloma-
kulu’s presence, that the Matabele would be sure to send un
army to avenge the episcde at Soxokezela's cattle post and
what followed it. There is not the shghtest evidence pointing
to disloyalty on Mehlomakulu's part. He had supported
Dhlomo because of the latter’s legitimacy ; now he would sup-
port Langalibalele.  But the young chief was too inexperi-
enced to see things in their true relations.  Mehlomakulu's
position became a very unpleasant one.  He determined to
leave with his immediate followers, and start a separate tribe.

It is unnecessary to trace any further, in a paper such as
this, the history of the Hlubi tribe.  Such mav be found
recorded in Dr. Theal's excellent histories. As to Mehlonia-
kulu, only cne other remarkable circumstance remains to be
recorded,- namely, that he died in his bed. He hved to be
a very old man, and about fifteen vears ago passed quicily
away at his home on the Wittebergen, in the Herschel district,
where he and his followers were located by the Colomal
{rovernment.

WiLLIAM CHARLES SCULLY.
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