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INKANANKAN A 

I 

Izinkomponi zamalahle zasezivuthiwe. Zikhipha ama
lahle ubuthaphuthaphu. Abaninizo bahlangana bakha 
umfelanda\vonye. Umfelandawonye waqamba amagatsha 
ezinda\veni ezikude eziningi. Lamagatsha anibva umsebe
nzi wokuqom.isa nokuqasha izinsizwa emazweni akubo, 
azithumele ezinkomponi zamalahle. Izinsizwa zaziqashwa 
kwaNgwane, kwaSoshangane, k\vaNomahasha nakwezinye 
izindawo. Ziza ngamabhasi nangezitimela. Zithi zinga
fika ezinkomponi zingene ezinkeleketheni zimbe amalahle. 

Nge:i\1igqibelo zihlobe ziconse. Kube yileso naleso 
sizwe sihlobe ngesiko lakubo. Kuqhudelwane ngemidlalo 
enhlobonhlobo. Zibuye zithole imvume kubapharhi
nkomponi ukuba zivakashele emizini ebudebuduze. Ziyo
zifunela okuphuzwayo futhi ziyoqomisa. Amasoka aphu
melele, izishimane zehluleke. Izintombi zasenkangala 
ziyagqoka. Amatshitshi ayawa, awiswe izinsizwa zama
bhinca, abe amaqhikiza. Ziwathathe zihambe nawo ayo
zigana lapho zivela khona. Ezinye nokho zi\vabambise 
udonga. Ziwenze ahlale ebheke okhalweni njalo, akhale 
ngontab' ezikude zingumasirhela. Amanye amaqhikiza 
azame ukuzihuzula izingani zawo, ngoba engafuni ukuyo
kwendela "emakhaya" lapho kulinywa ngemikhono, lapho 
kudli\va izijabane, inc\vancwa, nezinkobe; lapho kuha.njwa 
ngezinya\VO imimango emide. Izinkuni namanzi kuthwa
lwa kude ngamakhanda. Kugaywa ngemikhono ematsheni. 
Amanye azinikele ekulutheleni ngamanzi lolothanjwana. 
Luphole luphele nya. 

Budebuduze nezinkomponi zamalahle kukhona indawo 
eyisabelo sabantu. Igama layo iSwartbymekaar. ESwart
bymekaar uHulumeni waqoqela khona bonke abantu ase-
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bcdinwc impilo yasczinkomponi, ncyasemapulazini,neya
semadolobheni, ascbefuna ukuyozilimela amasimu nczinga
di. UHulumeni wase ebabekela isikhulu esizoba yinhloko 
\·abo. Isikhulu kwaba uZembe Nkosi. 
• UZembc \Vabumba ibandla lamadoda omuzi \Vase
Swartbymelrnar, kanye namanyc amacloda asezindaweni 
ezipheth\ve nguye. \valibiza ngoknrhi uBandlakhulu. 
No-uve-ke uBandlakhu.lu owa\·ethetha amacab., alun_gisc 

.::, . ; -
futhi izindaba czithile emihlangamveni yakhc. UBandla-
khulu \Vasekhetha amadoda athile ayisitlrnpha wa\vabiza 
no-okurhi viQoqo. IOoqo ,·ilona clalisizana noSikhulu 

.::, . ' . 
Zembe. 

UBandlakhulu \Vathuma amadoda athile kanye noZembe 
ukuba kuviwe ePitoli km·ocelwa ukuba umuzi waseS\\'art
bymekaar· unikwe igama' lesintu. Leso sicelo samjabuEsa 
kakhulu uHulumeni. \'(/athi nempela yena ufuna imizi 
,·abantu inikwe amagama esintu, abazakuwazi abanrn ukuthi 
~qondisa ukuthini ngoba angolinu abah,;ejwayelc. \Vathi 
,·ena ufuna ukurhi :.sizwc leso naleso siqhube ngamasiko 
;so emvelo. \Vuk:.ithi nje lawo masiko angaphazami5i 
inqubekela phambili yesiz\ve. Kuthe lapho kuthi\va abalisho 
io-ama abalifuna\"o bathi bafuna kuthiwe kuseBaleni. 

0 

"EBaleni? Lisha ukurruni lelo gama ?" 
"Sisho ngoba sibekwe ebaleni nje, ehlane. .Asikho 

oSuthu, asikho kwaZulu, asikho kwaNgwane. Kepha 
simile esigangeni nje." 

Abuvela eS\vartbymekaar amadoda esethenjisiwe ukuthi 
azobm:e aziswe ngomphumela wesicelo sawo. Emuva 
k\veny=anga yabuya impendulo yathi, 

"Isicelo senu siphumelele." 
Lacishwa-ke elirru Swartbymekaar. K wachuma clirhi 

kuseBaleni. 
EBaleni ziyavakashcla izinsizwa eziqhamuka ezinkomponi 

ngamasonto. EBaleni kuphuzwa. C?bombuso? _noma obo
msebenzi. Obemali abukho. Y1s1celo esas1c1lclwa ngu
Bandlakhulu leso. Kuphuz\Va obokwakha, obamalima, 
obezipheko-iminjonjo nemibondo, kuphuzwe obabayeni 
nobemithimba. 
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Amajaha avela ezinkomponi ayeng~~abe~~ u~wel~ 
cBaleni. \Vona ayesej\vayele obemali yam1 em1zanem 
eseduze nezinkomponi. Uma evakashele lapha azohlal~ 
eside isikhathi ·engaphuzi. Azamule, azamule. . Kuthi 
ngelikade kube yima bebuthola. . . 

Omum 0e walem.izi kwakuncrokaSilulu Mas1lela. Lapha 
k\vaMas.ilela kwakukhona n~ntombazana esiqinile, uSi
zakele. Nakhona lapha ekhaya kwa:i\fasilela ayefika ama
jaha avela ezinkomponi ezozifui:1-ela utsh\vala. K:ant.i kuzo
hamba kuhambe aze abone n0S1zakele. Phakathi kwalama
jaha kwakukhona nelinye elivela eSwazini, uBhevula. 
\'vaycsebenza enkomponi ngaleso sikhathi. 

.. .. .. .. ,. . .. 
Kwaphela izinyanga eziyisithupha ezifih~le kW:abadal~ 

uSizakele. Sebemgubha kwamuma emathern ukuthi uzotru 
ngokabani lomkhokha. Wayenqena - ukuyogana kwa
Ngwane. Ukukhomba umnikazi ndaba kwakuzomsondeza 
ukuyoba ngumfazi kwaNgwane. \v'aphetha ngokuthula. 

Yahamba inuzuzu, namalanga nezinyanga. Lwafika 
olungathetheleli. 

"Yise kaSizakele," kusho inkosikazi kaJvfasilela. 
"Useyagula yinil" 
"Kabi." 
"Kumqale nini ?" 
"Entathakusa." 
"Ngiyezwa." 
Lashona kukubi. K wasa. Lashona nelesibili. Obesi

rhathu ubusuku batru kawudabuli ntombazana. Wangena 
esezilahla kuSilulu 1fasilela unina kaSizakele. 

"Sekukubi. Useyadlula," waphuma futhi ,vaphindela 
lapho umphefumulo usukhahlula ufuna indawo yokuphuma 
ubuvele kumniniwo. 

Waphuma uSilulu wema ebaleni. \Vakhuluma naba
phansi, ekhulumela phansi. Wesuka lapho waziphonsa 
lapho umphefumulo usuvalelisa khona, ethi angimbone 
ngoba angazi noma ngabaphansi noma izifamona ezidala 
lenhl.ikilili. 

"Sizakele!" 
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"Baba." 
"Usuze uyedlula wedlulela ebumnyameni. Umsebenzi 

\vabaphansi lo. 
Ufa nje ubani ?" kubuza uSilulu no-eliphansi. 
"N b 1 guye." 
"Uba ?" 
"ULubhede." 
"ULubhede ?" 
"Yebo." 
\\1/aphuma u1fasilela. Uthe n1·e eseseo-umeni yazibika . b , . 

rngane. \"Vasale esememeza khona lapho. 
"Kuyini ?" 
"Intombi," kumemeza iz\vi lesalukazi. 
"Kuzoba uPhik\vase," kumemeza umkhulu wako. 

* 
Ibandla lak\vaSikhulu Zembe Nkosi laqala ukubuthana 

ngasemvana kokubuya kwezinkomo inhlazane. Amadoda 
ayevela ezifundeni ezahlukene. Alibangise komkhulu. 
Ayevela koGalini, kc,Mlomo, koKelesi, nakoBhilithi. Ama
nye avela ezinkomponi, koNyonyane, koDayimane, nako
Alibhiyoni, nasemapulazini awoSirini, nawoMagibela, 
nawo1fani, nawoBhuletimbahi, na\voFanemeva, nakwama
nye. 

UZembe ngowozalo lobukhosi bakwaNgwane. Una
mandla okuthetha amacala ombango nezingxabano phakathi 
kwabantu abansundu. Unikwe lawomandla no-okomthetho 
ka.Hulumeni. Abantu ubabhekele uHulume~. 

UZembe unesiqu, ukhuluma ngelincane, uluhlaza. Usho 
ngamehlo ahlabayo okwendlondlo. Unesiphongo esikhulu 
namadevu amade aphothwayo; uthi lapho esethetha icala, 
esecabanga kanzima, umbone ede ephulula wona amadevu 
akhe. Ukhuluma kamnandi nabantu. Ungumuntu wenge
vu. Akephani yinhlava. Akushiywa ukudla kwakhe. 
Kodwa lapho esekugweba uze ukhohlwe ukuthi lomuntu 
nguye lo, uthi ase kungomunye. Usho ekugweba ngesono 
sakho. Uzothi lapho esezakusika ngenkemba yesinqumo 
aqale ngokukulilela, akutoboze uze nawe wethembe ukuthi 
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uyaphepha esijezis\vcni. Uyothi eseya esig\vebeni, kubande 
amathumbu. Akhulume akuphephethe kuhle kwegundane 
likuluma encllebeni. 

Selibuthene ibandla lixoxa lizidlela ingevu, aqhamuke 
uZembe. Limbingelele ibanclla, 

"Nkosi!" 
Ahlale esigqikini sakhe. Aqhwebe enyc indoda, athi 

ukufethefetheza nayo ngesiBhunu. IsiBhunu usikhipha 
ngamakhala. Uma ulalele esik..1-iuluma nga!e ekusichekeni 
ungala nje ukuthi kukhuluma iBhunu. IsiNgisi uyasiphoqa 
nje; akasazi kahle njengoba azi isiBhunu. Kusukume um
g\vebi athi, 

"Ummangali nguSilulu Masilela. Umangalela uBhevula 
Lubhede." 

Kusukume unobhala amemeze. 
"Silulu 11asilela, ukhona ?" 
''N gikhona. '' 
"Bhevula Lubhede, ukhona ?" 
"Nkosi." 
Unobhala abesethi u:i\ilasilela makakhiphe isimangalo. 

Nebala asikhiphe, ·u.pondo neshumi losheleni, asibeke 
etafuleni likanobhala. Aph.indele endaweni yakhe, athi 
ukufika khona ame. 

"Thatha-ke, rviasilela," kukhuluma umgwebi, "okuyi
khona ukumangalele kulelibanclla lomnumzane." 

"Ngimangalele uBhevula Lubhede. UBhevula ufane 
noklebe oklebhule irshwele lami, uSizakele ozalwa vimina. 
Ngiyema lapho." • 

"Ngiyamphikisa uSilulu," kubuyisa uBhevula. "Lendaba 
ayilethe kulelibanclla elihloniphekileyo, angiyazi." 

"Sukuma Sizakele," usukunyiswa ngumgwebi, abese 
embuza, 

"Uyamazi lomuntu wakwaLubhede ?" 
Du. 
"Khuluma!" 
"Yebo." 
"Uyathandana naye ?" 
"Qha." 
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"Kodwa wake?" 
"Ngake." 
"Nini?" 
"Angisazi." 
"Kusenjalo namanje ?" 
Du. 
"Ngiyabuza." 
"Angazi." 
"Lomntwana ombel~the emhlane ngo\vakhe ?" 
"Ehene." 
"\Vamazisa ngalomntwana wakhe ?" 
"Kunjalo." 
"Sukuma Lubhede. Kunjalo na ?" 
"Kunjalo." 
"Yebo-ke. Siyez\va. Kukhona othanda ukukukhu-

luma ?" 
"Kukhona." 
"Khuluma." 
"Ngihamba nendoda. Nayo ifuna ukuphonsa elayo." 
"Kulungile, ayihlatshwa mvusi." 
Isukume impunga uMtata wakwaHedane. Inongiyane 

ekhanda, imnene, ilindile, amehlo ayo agcwele umusa. 
Ithi lapho ikhuluma nawe iwambele kuwe. Izwi layo 
liyandondozela. Nxa uyibukisisa uyathola ukuthi ngu
muntu wasebandla. 

"lvinumzane, nani beKunene. Ngiyabonga imvume. 
2v1ina ngithunywe ngumnwnzane osiphethe, njengoba 
ephethe lo o\veNkosi. Ngiyabuza, Masilela, uzehve nini 
lomntwana ?" 

"Uma ngikhumbula kahle usezoqeda unyaka wesibili." 
"Umbikele nini uLubhede ?" 
"Ubengekho lapha." 
"Ngibuza ukuthi umbikele nini ?" 
"Ngiyakutshela ngithi wayengekho kuleli." 
"Wayephi ?" 
"Angimazi." 
"Nokho wambikela." 
"Ngabikela umnumzane." 
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"Y eka Jesiphukuphuku sendoda," kukhahla e:1ye in~oda, 
"phendula umbuzo wakhe. Uyakubuza _uku~hi wamb1kela 
yini uLubhede? Sanke sithanda ukuthi us1chazele kahle 
kulevo ndawana." 

"Angimbike1anga." . 
"Nanso-ke impendulo yendoda," kukhulu1?a enye _rndo

da, "ungalokhu uzula nehlathi njengembabala 1shaywe 1nhla-
mvu. " 

Iqhubekc impunga, . 
"\Y/o, ngiyabonga, Masilela. Usimze \Vasuyommangalela 

• )" Dje. 
"Yebo." 
"\Vakutshela nini Jomntanakho ?" 
"l\tfhlazana engena endlini." 
"Kuso sonke lesi sikhathi ezethwele akakutshelanga ?" 
"Kungavuka obabamkhulu beme ngezinyawo." 
"Wena-ke wawusugijimela ukuyomangala ?" 
"Iqiniso." 
"\Vathi umangalela ubani ?" 
"UBhevula Lubhede." 
"Sengizwile." 
Wahlala phansi uHedan.e. Usezigwaze ngowakhe u

:Masilela. 
UmgY:ebi \Vasecela ukuba iQoqo liyohlangana likhiphe 

isinqumo. Nempcla aphaka111:a amadoda. eQoqo . ~yo~ 
qoqana od\va ngale esithe. Alithathanga nuzuzu errurun~1 
ngesinqumo. Y asukuma enye yamadoda alo Iqoqo yathi, 

'--" Mnumzane, nebandla, icala kasilifumani kuBhevula. 
Silibona liphezu kukaSilulu." 

Lathula ibandla du. Akwangabikho nothinta isikhwehle
la. Asimze akhana ngamehlo amadoda. Imibuzo yagcwala 
emehlweni awo. Isikhathi semibuzo sesedlule. :tv1unye 
kuphela osenethuba manje; iSikhulu. \Vasukurna uZembe 
\Vasethi, 

"Sukuma BhevuJa nawe Silulu. Silulul" 
"Nkosi." 
"Bengithi uyindoda. Gsho ngobhebhenene. Lentshebe 

utshani nje ?" 
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~aphubuka l~hleka ibandla. Yakhuza induna. Lathula. 
Ubuthe lehbandla," kuqhuba uZembe, "ulibuthele 

umbhedo wod:"a. Yebo, ngiyakuzwela, Masilela ukuzala 
akubh~lwa. Umntwana yinja yona ihamba ivokukudonsela 
a~anz1 ngo:11sele. Sonke silapha nje siz;le. Elendoda 
ahv~zeh~? z1nyo ngoba kungelendoda. Ngiyakudabukela. 
No½h~ 1s1khun~la sakho sobudoda usithunazile. Ufanele 
uku1ez1swa. S1yez\va ukuthi umntanakho kakubikelanga 
n?omo~akalo n~e~ikhathi esiyiso. Kepha esekurshelile, 
wen~a 1phutha ehb~. _ A \Vumbikelanga ofanele ukubikelwa. 
Wasimze Wath?·ala 1s1n9ukuza sekhanda wa-vobikela ibandla. 
Ibandla lenkos1 akulona lokudlala iziphu.kuphuku ezilele 
ph~zu kwamehlo. Lomntwana wakwaLubhede wamshu
?qisel\ ngaziphi izinyamazane? \v'amkhipha ngaliphi 
isango_. \Vaze wambulala ehamba-ke umntanomntanakho 
u_yo_ng1bu~a u!ungiphale ulimi, ngifunga uSomhlolo e~ 
~I~i_laneru. ~Y<?b~z_wa 1:1~uhlungu Iapho Iengane isigila 
inukhuba eZ\\·eru; 1S1dla 121rhelo engafanele ukuzidla. 

"IQoqo Jami lithi unecala. Nami n-o-ithi unecala. Ufanele 
ukushaywa. _ Ngiyakushaya ngoswazi. Inkomo nembuzi. 
Hlala phans1." 

Labonga ibandla. Waqhubeka, 
"Bhevula!" 
"Nkosi." 

"A wuseI00 kuleli~anga ozenz~le lona. Icala usuyaliqo
nda. Y~bo 1cala leq1\va er:idleleru. Angivumelani neQoqo 
ekutheru ~\vunacala. _ Yaz1 kahle lokho. Nokho liwenzile 
umsebe~1 \Val?. Liyabongeka. Anginalo ilungelo Joku
ze_hlukarusa nesrnqum? salo. Nami-ke ngithi a\Vunalo icala. 
V1mba Iomntakai\fas11ela; ubusulobola umfazi wakho 
H1a1a phansi." • 

K\~adun:ia u "N_kosi. Elethu, mngani." 
_ Laliyach1thek~ 1ba~dla. Seliyobuya ngomuso 
rnkomo noma 1mbuz1 yalo. Zagcwala izindlela. 
bhede kanye nomphelekezeli wakhe babamba 
k\vaNg'w·ane. 

lizodla 
NoLu
ebheke 

Wanele wafika ~khaya uBh~vula waqoqa imali. Kwa
zanywa ukuthenga mkomo eNt1lasifali. Nempela wayithola 
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esifundeni saseGalini ngoba ezakwaNgwane azilubeki 
eNtilasifali. K wathunywa umuntu ukuba ayimukise. 
\Vanele wafulathela umqhubi wayo, yawiswa. 

Emuva kwesikhathi kwase kufika umbiko ovela kuZembe 
othi uSizakele weqe nengane. Akaziwa lapho ekhona. 
Ake beme abak\vaLubhede ngamalobolo kuze kutholakale 
uSizakele. 

II 

Umuzi kaBhevula Lubhede kwakungumuzi omncane, 
kukwandlu nganye. \Vawakhe phansi kwegguma, ubheke 
impumalanga. Imisebe yelanga ingena ngomnyango ize 
iyoshaya emsamo lapho ilanga lipliuma. Ngasohlangothini 
lomuzi lwangasekhohlwa kugobhoza umfula ongashiyo. 
UBhevula wabe esabuya ezinkomponi. 

Indlu yayiyinye vo. Amadladla ayemathathu; eloku
pheka, elotshwala nelezimpahla. Okwesine kwakuyinqo
lobane eyayithe qekelele ngasenhla. 

Isibaya simi endaweni yaso njengayo yonke imizi yabantu. 
Sasimi siqondene nom..1yango wendlu. Kepha singasalali 
lucho. Sekuphele unyaka nesigamu izinkomo zangenelwa 
imbo embi yaziqothula nya, kwasala kukhala ibhungane 
ezibayeni zamadoda. 

Umphathi wezempilo yezilwane wakwaHulumeni wabe 
esekhipha izwi elithi: zonke izinkomo ezikulesigodi 
esinembo kuhle ziqedelwe kubulawe nezingakaguli. Kwa
bikelwa izikhulu nezinduna zonke ngalelizwi. Zachazelwa 
kahle ukuthi inhloso yesimemezclo ukuvimbela lembo 
ukuba ingandi nezwe lonke. Amanye amadoda alisola 
1eliz\vi, abuzana ukuthi ukuze lembo ifike lapha yeza kanja
ni? Ayizanga ngomoya na? Pho wona umoya uyovinje
hva kanjani? Athi wona abona ukuthi kuhloswe ukubhu
bhisa izinkomo zemvelo khona bezothengiselwa 1okhu 
okuyizimomfu, okunobhici, okunobisi olugcwele amanzi, 
okuthambile, okongiwayo njengabantu, okulaliswa ezi
ndlini njengabantu. Baqinisa bathi umuntu onsundu 
angebe nayo indlela yokuphathwa kwezimomfu. 
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: ~vathi ababemele_ um_phathi wezempilo yezilwane bathi 
9 a }On~e le:1s_olo ayrnazunpande. Kepha idahva imi.njunju 
~s_uia ez1nhliz1yweni, isuswa ubuhlungu ngokulahlekelwa 
1z1n omo za??· AbakwaHulumeni babachazela kahle 
abantu ukutlu mhlos~ yinye vo, ukunqoba isifo sezinkomo. 
Kwavunye:wana._ K\vem?iwa izinkelekethe zemigodi. 

. Z~bulawa nez1ngakagult, zangcwatshwa. Abantu aba
nmgi basale sebekhalela ingcuba. 

Kuk~zo lezo nkeleketh; lapho nezikaBhevula zangc•:V:?.
tshwa khona. K wangcwatshwa izimbenambena zezinkabi 
kwangcwatshwa izinsengwakazi. Lwaphela ubisi, kwathu~ 
thwa am_agula ayobekwa enqolobaneni. 
. Kulezrnkomo zikaBhe,,rula bvakukhona inkabi emdubu 
igama layo kunguMavukuthu. UQhathumunvu wavevi~ 
thanda kakhulu lenkabi. Kwath.i nalapho ib~lawa yo,na 
wavala amehlo akhe wak.halela phakathi. Nasebusuku 
obalandela walala ephupha uMavukuthu lowo. Bade 
bemuzwa esememeza ethi: 

"H • ey1, yona, Mavukuthu! iyaphi ?" 
. _Kwathi lapho engasekho uMavukuthu, sezinaasek.ho 
12rn~omo, kwasa ngokunye rnanje kumfana. \'qazibuza 
waz1~he~du~a ukuthi. _kazi _usezokwenzani-ke manje? 
Ikhaya akaleiwayele erruru. Ule1wayele ekuseni nantambama 
nasebusuku. Umfana owejwayelene nekhava emini um
nqol?. . J:C~pha uQhathumunyu wayengekhona lokho. 
\Vab1z~ 1zrn1a wayozingela. Ukubhulana narnahlathi efuna-
na nez1banda kwamenelisa n1· e· akwaze kwamhlaba xh l · ' um. we-
e niengokwelusa. Isigcino waqala ukuhamba namanve 

amabhobho~ana nawo asephelelwe imisebenzi yokwelu;a. 
Baqala manie baxoxa ngezobunsizwa bengezona; baxoxa 
ngemvunulo nokunye, benze izinqumo, behlukane baphi
ndele emakubo. 

"!nt~dane enhle ngumakhothwa ngunina." \v'angena 
exhiberu uQhathumunyu waxoxa nonina. 

. Ilanga liphumil~ empumalanga, ezimabeni zasoBonjeni. 
L1khuphuka ?ges11:-eke ngendlela yalo yemihla. Isibhaka
bhaka naso s1cwebile. Ernithini izinyoni ziyacula zenanela 
ukuphuma kwelanga nobuhle bemvelo engumsebenzi 
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·wezandla zo1ldali. Yileyo naleyo icula eyayo ingoma. 
Azilalelani, azishayelani ihlombe. 

ULubhede umile, weyeme ngesibaya ubheke phakathi, 
kuso sona leso esesoma. Uphakathi kwemicabango yase
mini edunga umculo ovela emithini • 

UMaDlamini wafika wahlala phansi, buqamamana nomye-
ni ,vakhe. ULubhede akambonanga O\Vakwakhe. \Vcz,va 

ngezwi nje selithi, 
"Ngiyasesaba isifo esiqcde izimpahla." 
K \Vayima em bona uBhevula, kodwa akaze amphendula 

ngaz\vi. \'v aqhubeka u1faDlamini, 
"Sesize sishiywa ngabantwana besebancane." 
"Bayaphi ?" 
"Ngilapha nje, baba, ngicelwe ngumfana. Uthi angimce-

lele kuwe ukuthi ufuna ukuyozibambela itoho." 
"Umuphi lowo ?" 
''UQhathumunyu." 
"u thini ? " 
"Uthi ucela imvume ake ayozibambela itoho emfimfini." * 
"Kazi usek.hohlisene nobani-ke." 
"Ngiyasho, ngiyaqinisa ukuthi usehuhene nabo oMadli-

nyoni laba asebevame ukuba baningi lapha ekhaya." 
Wan..-..::apha uBhevula wasethi, 
"Lizoba linye elabo, ngifunga amaLokothwayo. Ngiyo-

basusa ngenduku bangayixoxi indaba; abangazi." 
"Sekwenzekile. Usushaye phansi, Lokothwayo." 
"Utbi lesiphukuphukwana esinguQhathumunyu s1yaz1 

ukuthi umsebenzi wasemfun..fini awunsangu ?" 
"Angazi Lokothwayo. Nami ngiyazibuza ukuthi kazi 

Qhathumunyu wami uyowubamba na ?" 
"Uzibuza ukuthini lokhu nina bafazi okwenu ukukhohli

sana nezingane bese niza k.ithi nizokusigcoba ngamafutha." 
U:MaDlamini amamatheke abesethi, "Webantu, ake 

nimuzwe-ke uyise kaQhathu! Okwenu phela nina madoda 
ukukhukhulela izibi kubafazi benu. Akukho nolunci, 
Lokothwayo, engike ngacebisana ngalo nengane. Isuke 
yazicelela nje." 

"Ehene ngoba yazi ukuthi uzoyivuna." 

* Okus:msimbi okubizw:i ngokuthi yithini. 

II 



"Ingithume kU\ve phela." 
"Uthi ufuna ukuhamba nini ?" 
"Akangitshelanga." 
"Ngiyezwa." 
K waphela amasonto amabili indaba yabekwa kuyise. 

Ekuseni langa lithize, umfanyana owelama intombazana 
evelama uQhathumunvu \Vayemi eaumeni kwaaoo-o wak.he J , b b b 

ebambe isibhuzazana esimhiophe qwa. Endlini lapha 
kuk.hona uyise nogogo wabant\Vana. Sekuyisikhashana 
kuhleziwe. Lomfana uyafika nje nembuzi sekuyisik.hashana 
kuhleziwe lapha endlini. Isalukazi sesithuma ingane ukuba 
ibize uQhathumunyu nonina. 

Akubanga isik.hathi nempela bafika bobabili. Nokusho 
bangena kanyekanye kwangathi bebehlezi ndawonye kanti 
qha. K wathiwa makenyuke umfana ayohlala emsamo. 
Wamangala uQathumunyu ngoba \vayengazange enyuse
lwe kulendawo selokhu abakhona emhlabeni. Akazanga 
ukmhi bvenzenjani. Yena wacabanga ukuthi uzoshaywa, 
uyise wenzela ukumbhudukeza kahle angalitholi nelincane 
ithuba lokubaleka. Uvalo lwasimze lwamuthi nke. Wasala 
esequnga isibindi. Nembuzi esegumeni yaphuma engqo
ndweni yakhe. K\vasala umcabango wokwenyuselwa 
emsamo. 

Yathula indlu yathi du. Akazabanaka uBhevula. \Y/a
chathaza ugwayi edlelweni, wawubhema ngesandla, aka
zayisebenzisa intshengula njengasemihleni. Uthe ukuba 
awuqede wathimitha izandla. Nesalukazi naso ebekade 
sibhema owaso senzanjalo. \Vathatha uBhevula wathi, 

"Mntanami, Qhathumunyu, usuyahamba uyosebenza." 
Kwathi gidi enhliziyweni kumfana ngoba sekuyamkha

nyela ukuthi kanti akazukubulawa njengoba yena ecabanga. 
Waqhubeka uyise \Vath.i, 

"Uhamba ngeyakho intando. Awuthunywa muntu. 
Wena ngokwakho uthi ufuna ukuyosebenza. UceWe kimi. 
Ngithi kulungile. Nalapho uya khona bazofika bakubuze 
ukuthi ufunani. Ngithanda wazi kahle ukuthi ukuyosebenza 
ukuyokwenda. Usushiya ikhaya lakwenu usemncane usu
yoqala umLungu ezihlalele ngokuthi akakunike umsebenzi 
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wakhe uzoku wusebenza. U zokuthi akakuholele imali 
yakhe. Ungakhohlw~ ukut~ ngithanda uzith_obe. _ Uml~l~
le, umhloniphe. Uma 1mpatho yakhe rngak~g~uhs1, 
mvalelise ngomoya omuhle,_ ubusubuya lapha ekha) a kwenu 
uzokusazisa. Ungalokothi uh~mbe. ~g_okuxhwangu_zela 
ngoba ababuyisi baphambili; k~nJ~lo nJe 1s1h~ahla kaso_ru_wa: 
AbeLunau bavisiz\ve esihlakantphile. Banezmdlela ez1rung1 
zokulin:a um~tu ukuze bathole kahle isirnilo nobuqotho 
bakhe. 

0 
Bazakukulinga ngezindlela eziningi. Ungeke 

ubabone lapho bekubekela ugibe. ~ma beke bathola 
ukuthi ungumuntu oqotho bangephinde bakukhoh~we. 
Kanti nxashana bethola ubunqunu bakho bangephinde 
bakwethembe ngisho kokuncane. Lapha ekhaya :11?ukade 
ungumfana olalelayo no?loniphayo. Ubungesona 1s1phox~ 
nesichwensi. Ubungebi, ubungewona nomlala1:dle. Nala. 
pha usuya khona ngithanda ~ip?athe kanJ~lo. . Nati 
izinyane eno-ikuphekela Iona, ng1thi ngumphako \vakho, 

. b 

mntanatni." 
K wabong\va. Sathatl:.a isalukazi sathi, . . 
"Ngiyethemba, mzukulu,. u_z~va _kahle . u~uthi uyi~? 

uthini. Elatni linye. Ungay1dli 1mali. _Ui?g~1De, ubusuyi
thumela kuyihlo. Eyokuqala ungay1thint1 nakancane. 
Uyibuyise ekhaya njengoba injalo yonke." 

Yahlarshwa, yahlinzwa imbuzi. K\vakhish\va _inyong~ 
yayo yathelwa ezandleni zombili z?mfan~, nase~myaweru 
zombili. Kwakhishwa amalulu arukwa 1salukaz1. Kwa
phekwa okwangaphakathi nobuben~e. Kwasa ngakusasa 
kwaphekwa imbuzi. Yadliwa kus1hlwa, yadlelwa kwa
salukazi. Kwabek\va umkhusu womlenze womphako. 
UQhathumunyu. walala kwagogo wakhe ngalolo suku. 

Ekuseni okulandelayo kusempondozamthini uBhevula 
wema ngasenhla kwesibaya wak.huluma nabap~ansi bakubo. 
Waban::rnsa ukuba bahambe nomfana. Benze 1ncllela yak.he 
ibe yinhle ibe nempumelelo. 

\Vaphuma uQhathumuny71. Waphelekeze~wa isalukazi 
sethwele icansi, phakathi kwalo kugoqelwe mgubo, yena 
ephethe ngesandla umphako. 

I 3 



III 

UNgisana wavakhe ihotela elalondla abeLunau abemba 
~golide nemfimfi. Izinkomponi zcgolide ziqaqde intaba 
1Ngwenya. Ezernfunfi zehla nornfula-irvlbuluzi eMnyama. 
Ihotela lon3. lalimi eduze nomthombo wdvlbuluzi libheke 
iNgwenya ngasentshonalanga. Ngasenyakatho yalo kusuka 
Arnalolotsha ehle nezintaba--0Silothwane noMathanda
aze ayongena eNkomazi. IMbuluzi e;-.Jnyama yona isuka 
ngaseningizimu yalo; ibheke kungathi naaseMbabane, 
ibuye ijike ibheke empumalanga ngqo; yehle idabule 
ihlanze, idabule uBombo, idabule iPhuthukezi, iyozinge
nela olwandle isihlangene neMbuluzi eMhlophe. 

Izisebenzi zazithi zingaqeda umsebenzi wazo wosuku 
bese ziqonda ehotela; ziqoqane khona zonkana. Ziphuze, 
ziphuze, ziphuze ugologo. Ziqale imidlalo edlalelwa endlini 
zidlale. Zibuye zicule izingoma zazo. Uma ubeka indlebe 
ulalela ungathi kuklabalasa izimpungushe ehlathin.i. Zi..,wxe 
izindaba ezahlukene, zixoxwa ngamaqenjana azo ahlukene 
ngobudala bazo, futhi ahlukaniswe na\vukuthi "mina 
ngindiza na\vaphi amagwababa." Sezizidelisile ngokuphuza 
nangokucula nangezingxoxo zixhawulane, zehlukane; kube 
yileso naleso siye kozishwathika ethendeni laso. Ezinye 
zendlalelwe khona ehotela ngoba vele zendlalelwa khona, 
noma-ke ngoba seziqhuba imbuzi, amehlo azo avaleka 
engakaxhwali ebuka. Busondele ubusuku buzikhuze zithule 
du; zifikelwe ubuthongo obungumphumuzi wemizimba 
nezingqondo ezidiniwe, zilungele ingomuso. 

Emsebenzini wakhe uNgisana wayesizwa owakwakhe 
kanye nezisebenzi ezinsundu eziyisithupha. Kungamadoda 
arnathathu narnabhungu amathathu. Amabhungu amabili 
ayesebenza phakathi endlini. Endlule, alungise imibhede. 
Ageze, esule phansi endlini. Kuthi lapho sekudliwa, nala
pho sekuphuzwa, abe ngoweta, agqigqizele nezitsha nezi
ngilazi. Lalilinye elisebenza ekhishini, ligeze amabhodwe, 
ligeze izitsha. Iyinye indoda engumpheki. Iyinye esebenza 
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engadini. Ingadi ph~la umgogodla .\~ehot~la kanti_ ~uthi 
ingumgogodla wemp1lo. Le~d?da 1~1ma, ltshale, 1rusele 
izithelo. Enye ingeyokucanda 1zmkuru. ~1:gekh? omunye 
umsebenzi wayo ngaphandle kokucan~a 12in~uru. Zo?-ke 
lezisebenzi zenganyelwe nguNkosib.21 kaNg1sa:1a. Z1qa
sh\va uve zixoshwe uye, zijeziswe uye. UNg1sana yena 
ushavel; ;zinye ezisebenza imisebenzi ebuqamama _nendlu 
veho,tela. Kodwa nayo leyo misebenzi esek~~e l_ona_1hotela. 
, Kulesikhathi uNgisana nowakwakhe bah1e21 es_nhang~
meni ku,;ulande bayaxoxa. Ilanga lasenrathabus1ka seli-
bantubahle. 

"Elsie! Usuzosebenza kanzinyana manje." 
"N ru· :i" ga . 
"Ngen aane." 

b l b b'li " "Sizobambisana phe a so a 1 • 

"Nathi sizosebenza kanzima nokho." 
"Kuliqiniso. Futhi ingane yomfana ihlupha kakhulu 

kuneyencombazana.'' 
"Lokho kukhomba ukuthi iyoba isikhuthali." 
"Usho njalo ?" 
"Yebo ngisho njalo." 
"Sesiyoyicela ivuthiwe." . . 
Kuqhamuke ikhehla eselithatha ubumpunga, libhince 

amahiya. Ngaphezulu kwamahiya livunule amajobo. * Uku
vunula ihiva lodwa ukuhamba nqunu. Umkhatshana walo 
uthe nje ~aba kahle ngaphezu kwehiya. Lithe lapho liz_a 
walibukisisa uNgisana, wathula du. Wasewubona ngez1-
hlathi zehfa zenyuka ukuthi uyathokoza emoyeni wakhe 
ukubona leli khehla eliyisisebenzi sakhe liza kubo nomkakhe. 
Nave umkakhe walibuka ngobuso obugcwele umusa. 
Uthe esuka uNgisana wayelivuthela ngesiNgisi; nalo 
lasikhafula waze wezwa naye enhliziyweni yak.he kuthi 
cosololo. • 

"Zithini izinhlupheko zakho namhla, Nduna ?" 
"Ngicela kesibonane kancane, 1-Inumzane." 

• "Usungilethele izinhlupheko-ke." 
"Usuqonde ukungixabanisa noNkosikazi um:i usho 

njalo." 

* Imvunulo. Akufani ncbheshu. 



"Uthini-ke ?" 
"Zimi kahle." 
"Kulungile, Nduna, ngiyeza khona manje." 
Liphenduke ikhehla libheke ngalapho liqhamuke nga

khona. Lithathe amabangana amane libuye liphenduke 
.libheke ngakubeLungu lisho ngalo ohvabo, 

"Uxolo kakhulu, Nkosikazi, sengisimze ngak.huluma 
nomnumzane ngingatholanga mvume enkosik.azini." 

Alibheke kahle uNkosikazi kaNgisana, amamatheke, 
abese·vuma ngekhanda andukuthi, 

"Kulungile, Nduna, ungakhathazeki. Angithi ngesikini 
izindaba zamadoda awazingeni amakhosikazi? rvlina ngi
zozingena kanjani ezenu nomnumzane wakho ?" 

"Ngiyabonga, Nkosikazi, nxa na\Ve ungizwela." 
"Kulungile, ngamazwi o\vafunayo ngiyakuzwela." 
"Ngiyabonga, Nkosikazi." 
Lisithele ikhehla. 
"Isimanga," kusho uNkosikazi, "abantu abaNsundu 

sebeyasimangalisa ngenhlonipho." 
"Ngani ?" kubuza uNgisana. 
"Ulibonile nawe leli khehla." 
"Abantu abaNsundu banayo ngokwemvelo inhlonipho. 

Kepha bahlonipha owesilisa kuphela. O\vesifazane uhlo
nishwa kuphela engowozalo hvasebukhosini, norna-ke 
ezalwa isiphathimandla sendawo ethile." 

"Ongeyena-ke ?" 
"Incane kabi· bvesinve isikhathi ingabikho neze." ' , 
"Kodwa mina bayangihlonipha kanti alikho ngisho 

ithonsi legazi lobukhosi emithanjeni yami." 
"Wena phela ungowezizwe." 
"Yena ?" 
"O\vezizwe uhlonish\va kakhulu. Amakhosi aNsundu 

amzondile umuntu ophatha kabi abantu bezizwe." 
"Akuyiyo-ke inhlonipho ukukherha indlubu ushiye 

inkobe. Sengizwile, salusuphuthuma kobizelwa khona." 
Abesesukuma masinyane umLungu. Uthe ethi qhamu 

egcekeni langasekhishini, kudebuduze nomnyango w~l~, 
wayekhangwa abafana abathathu asebengena ebubhung\v1m, 
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bemi neNduna. Aphindele cmuva ngokushesha uNgisana, 
abesememeza owakwakhe. 

"Elsie! woza neno uzobona inhlanhla." . . 
Nowakwakhe wasukumela phezulu. ~\Vangach1tha s1kha

thi. Bathe lapho befika kub~fana, u.1""-Jg1sana nowakwakhe, 
bema phambi kwabo bangath1 vu. . . 

"Sanibona," kubingelela omunye --~va~abafana. Abab1~ 
abaze babingelela bona. Basimze bag1J1m1sa amehlo okwes1-
khova sibanjwe unoxhaka. Bavume abeLungn kanyekane. 

"Nifunani ?" kubuza uNgisana. 
Abafana baphendule kanyekanye, 
"Sifuna umsebenzi." 
"Msebenzi muni eniwaziyo ?" 
Impendulo ayaze yabuya masinyane. Naye umLungu 

akaze ababuza omunye umbuzo owokuqala ungakaphendu-
lwa. . . . . ,, 

"Uyabuza umLungu uthi n:isebenz1 mun1 . eruw~z~y~, 
kukhuluma iNduna, ngoba 1yabona ukuthi sez1y1m1se 
emthumeni. 

Ababili basunduza o\·,resithathu bathi, 
"Khuluma!" 
"Awukho umsebenzi esiwaziyo, baba, mtshele," kukhu

luma lowo abamsunduza ngezindololwane bethi akakhu
lume. 

Limtshele na-esikubo umLungu ikhehla. Naye abuye 
akhulume ngolimi lwakhe. Lihumushe futhi ikhehla, 

"Uthi umnumzane uyabafuna abafana. Uzoniqasha. 
Kodwa-ke nithi awukho umsebenzi eniwaziyo. Nga
kho-ke nizothola imali encane." 

Bathula abafana abaze baphendula. Kodwa kwabonakala 
ukuthi ezinhliziyweni zabo banemibuzo abathanda ukuyi
buza. Base bevuma kanye kanye, 

"Yebo, mnumzane, kulungile." 
"Ngizoniholela ishumi losheleni ngenyanga." 
"Kulunoile," basho ngamunye belandelana. 
Indoda iphendukele ngakumkayo ifetheze ngesiLungu. 

Imkhumbuzc umkhuba wakubo othi, "isifazane· kuqala, 
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isilisa muva." Nave owesifazane awukhumbule. Abuze 
abafana ngamunye, 'uNo-isana, 

"Ubani igama lakho ?'' 
"UQhathu." 
"Elakho ?" ekhomba owesibili. 
"Dabula." 
"\Xlena ?" ebhekis:::. kowesithathu. 
"Ur-.fadlinvoni." 
Abesefeth~za nowakwakhe. Bakhuluma isikhath.i eside. 

Abuye abuzisise amagama abafana futhi. Baphindc ba
mtshelisise fmhi. 

"Qhathu," kubiza rcna uNo·isana "uzokurn kuNkosikazi 
ekhishini. Uyezwa ?;, b ' -

"N • " g1yezwa, mnumzane. 
"Dabula noNfadlinyoni, iNduna izonitshela cnizokc1-

kwenza." Aphinde akhulume nomkakhe. Baxoxa ende 
indaba ngabo abafana. Nabo abafana-ndini bakuzwa no-e
m.iz\vela ukuthi indaba ingabo. Basimze bathithibala ~e, 
ba~~ar:ia ngamehlo b~didckile~ b~dinga ukuth.i bazophendula 
bathiru lapho sebeouzwa 1m1buzo ngoba isikwitikw.iti 
sikude kan£aka nabo. 

Yathi i~ka • inkosikazi yomLungu kwasekukudala u
Qharhumunyu wabasekhishini. Yabuza kumphek.i ukuthi 
umf~~a ,vayo usephungisiwe yini iti:re. \'<7avuma umpheki. 
Yay1s1buza kumfana ngesiZulu, 

"Konje uthe igama lakho ubani ?" 
"U Qhathumunyu." 
.A.laze Iamxaka igama ngoba isiZuiu \Vayesizwa kahle 

asikhulume kahle. \Vavesethi akarnlandele. Wamlandela 
umfana. Bangena endlwananeni ethe qekelele kancane. 
Athi akavule umpompi. Avule umfana. Kuphume amanzi 
ashisayo angene ebhavini. Athi akavale. Avale. Athi 
aka\-ulc omunye futhi umpompi. Amvule. Kuphumc 
amanzi abandayo. Athathe umuthi onuka kamnandi 
osebhodleleni athi co co co amathonsana. Abesethi akasale 
egeza umzimba umfana. \Vasephuma uNkosikazi. No-o
kuthelwa Jomshana onsundu arnanzi asephenduka aba
mhloshana. \'v'akhumula \vageza \Yonke ~mzimba, wazi-
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gudluza ngechopho elaliseceleni kwebhavu. Urhe lapho 
eseqedile nya kwangena ornunye \Varnabhungu a~ebenza 
nawo wathi akamlandele. Wamlandela. Balandelana baye 
bangena ekamelweni. Wayeqala ngqa uQhathumunyu 
ukungena endlini yomLungu. Lathi ibhungu akakhumule 
amahiya. \Vaqala wenqaba. KoJwa ibhungu lamchazela 
ukuthi lithunvwe uNkosikazi. \"v'asewakhumula amahiva 
okhahveni; w~khumula nezinre izambatho czisemzimbe~i. 
Ibhungu larhatha iyembe climh.lophe lamgqokisa. Lathatha 
ibhuluko ]ikakhakhi 1amvunulisa. Lathatha intolibhantshi 
lamambathisa. Lathatha ikamo lathintathinta izimvele 
zakhe. Lamvula indlela ekhanda njengoba kwenza izi
cwicwicwi. Laselimdonsa ngengalo lammisa phambi kwe
sibukokazi. \Xlayengakaze asibone isibuko esikhulu kanga
ka uQhathumunyu. Wayazi ezincanyana ayevame ukuzibo
na ernajaheni nasezintombini zakubo uma ziya konikina 
izihluthu zazo emabhudlweni. 

"Ubani-ke lo?" kubuza uQhathumunyu ebhung\vini 
emangele. 

"Lo phela uwena." 
"Hawu! Impela uqinis1le ukuthi yimi lo?" 
''Nguwena.'' 
\Vazibona esengomunye umuntu u.Qhathumunyu, wazi

bona ukuthi nakuyo yonke inkathi ezayo useyoba esengo
munye umuntu. Ukuphenduka kwezambatho nguku
phenduka komembathi wazo. Ukuphenduka komembathi 
wazo ukuphenduka kwempilo yakhe. Ukuphenduka kwe
mpilo yakhe ukuphenduka komhlaba. Ukuphenduka 
komhlaba ukuphenduka kwenhlalo yomuntu emhlabeni. 
Bathe bephuma lapho yayisimlindele iNkosikazi yomLungu 
uQhathumunyu. Irni nje ibambe inqodlana ide iyisundu
sunduza. Kulenqodlana kukhona ingane yomLungu, yo
mfana. 
"Qhathu!" 
"Nkosikazi!'' 
"Thatha lengane ngenqola. Uyiqhube uyise laphaya 
emgwaqeni uyokuyidlalisela khona. Lapho sengiyidinga 
ngizothumela izwi elithi sale usuyibuyisa." 
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Ayibambe umfana ayiqhube. Wayibarnba njalo kwaze 
kwaphela izinyanga eziyisithupha. U:Nkosikazi ,varnrshela 
ngezikhathi okufanele ayibuyise ngazo ingane ukuzolrndla 
nokuzoncela. Kodwa ,vayengenalo iwashi lapho ezobuka 
khona isikhathi sokubuyisela ingane endlini; nokho \vaye
yingenisa ngesik.hathi okuyisona kube sengathi unalo 
iwashi abuka kulo. Ukuharnba nokusebenza kwe,vashi 
kwakuyinkinga kuQhathumunyu. Engazi ukutb..i i,vashi 
lisebenza kanjani. Endli.ni yomLnngu wakhe lalikhona, 
yilo elenza ukuba ashcshe ukubck.isa izinti zalo ukuma 
k\vazo. Kodwa kuthi lapho elandwa emg,vaqeni abuke 
isithunzi abesed,-:eba urngqana phansi. \Vasidweba phansi 
zonke izikhathi zokuland,va komntwana. Leyomiggana 
yaba iwashi lak.he elalingageji ukurntshela isik.hathi esiyiso 
sokuphindelisela ingane encllini. 

Isithangama ebusika sili,vozawoza. UNkosikazi wayi
thatha ingane wayilalisa egcekeni elinotshani obuluhlaza. 
\\/athi kuQhathu akayokudla. \Vathatha isigqiki wahlala 
eduze nengane eyayisongwe kahle ngezingutshana yalaliswa 
phezu kwezinye izingutshana. Okuyingane kwakuyilok.hu 
kuzidlalela kodwa, kuyaluzisa izandlana, kukhahlela nezinya
wana. 

Wanela waqeda ukudla uQhathurnunyu wasephindela 
ernsebenzini wakhe. Uthe lapho esondela ngasenganeni, 
,vezwa ornk.hulu umsindo ernoyeni. Uthe ethi qalaqala 
hvaluhlala ukhozi olukhulu phezu kwengane. Uthe unina 
wavo ethi hawu, kwasekukudala luvihwithile ingane 
sol~phakarna nayo. Lapho unina weng;ne wa,va ngobuso 
waquleka. Umkhosi ,vaye wahlatshwa izinkukhu, zawu
hlaba zawulawula. 

Ithe lapho iphakamela phezulu inyoni waselicoshile 
itshe uQhathurnunyu, walidedela kuyo khona laphaya 
emoyeni. Akabanga esacabanga ukuthi hleze itshe lihlale 
phezu kwengane yomLungu. Itshe laye lahlala kuyo inyoni
ndini. Kwaba ukukhululeka kwayo ingane. Yaphindela 
emhlabeni. Njengoba isisernoyeni ingane izo.fika ithi 
thanqa phansi iphele lapho. Ngokuphazima kweso u
Qhathurnunyu weneka izandla zakhe. Urnntwana wehlela 
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kuzo izandla lezo. Ukhozi lwansondo nalo lwaphuka 
uphiko, lwaphoqeka ukuba lubuyele phansi, liwushiye 
urnbuso wakonyoni ernoyeni. Lwehla lwehlel~ emhla
bathini lapho kubusa khona urnuntu. Pho, uthi lungas~ 
lwemukeleke? Cha! Lwanele lwathi qathatha phans1 
izinkukhu zathi zimbi,vc insele yazish..iya zodwa. Zaba 
nalo qho. Zehla zadilika izikhukhukazi, arnaqhude, 
nama:wg,vana. Zadurna nalo kwaba ububhll~ub~udu, 
kwaba ubugubhugubhu. Ukhozi lwaYika ngoph1ko lunye 
lwaze hvalala phansi. Lucie lug~lela n_gornlon:o,_ Kw_aye 
bvethuka isikhova esasizishwath1ke ezihlahleru s1kwes1ka
bhadakazi. Naso sethuka sazilahla amatharnbo sithi ngafa 
rnina kababa. Zaluhlehlisa uk.hozi izinkukhu. Zalududula, 
zayc zalukh,veza phezu kukaNkosikazi owayeyilokhu ethe 
mbo ngobuso, engasanakwe rnuntu. UQh~thurnuny'.-1 
esephethe ingane ngezandla. Z~lupho~~a kuruna ukhoz1. 
\X'avuka wagxuma, wathatha ngelik.hulu 11ubane wayongen~ 
endlini. \v'arnlandela uQhathumunyu. Warnfica esehlez1 
phezu kombhede. \Vafika ,vamnika ingane yak.he. Kwab~ 
Yirna esezokwethuka kakhulu futh..i ngoba ubengasacabang1 
~kuthi angabuye ayibone, ayiphathe ngezakhe izandla. 1-
ngqondo yenkosikazi yathatha kade ng??a esehlushwa 
umcabango othi kusenguye noma sekuy1s1pokwe sakhe. 
\Vaze wakholwa ngoba esechazelwa urnfana ngakho konke 
okwenzekile. Kodwa leyo ncazelo ,vayenza esebuya pha
ndle nooba unele wavithi qithi ingane ezandleni zikanina 

' b , 
waphindela phandle empini yezinkukhu nokhozi. Wayifisa 
ukubukela ukuthi kazi iyozala nkomoni. Nempela wabukela 
,vaze wadela. Ukhozi lwagcina ngokuzahlula izinkukhu 
ngoba lwazidlangela ngarnazipho; lwahlala phezu kweqhude 
lwasuka nesiqa. Isikhu khukazi sabaleka asabe sisabheka 
emuva. Lwaze lwasala lodwa egcekeni. Kwayima ethatha 
induku elubulala. Wanda ukuluthatha wayoluk..½.ombisa 
uNkosikazi. Kwaba yirna kuzodabuka imibilini kaNkosi
kazi akhale. \Vakhaia, ,vakhala, wakhala waze wabuya 
,vathula. 

"Kazi ngingabonga ngani, Qhathu," kusho iNkosikazi 
yornLungu. 
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"Qhathul" 
"j\f numzane." 
"Uvasazi isikole ..,,, 
"A~gisazi, mnu~zane." 
"Ind:nvo 1apho kufundelwa khona ukubhala nokufunda." 
"Angiyiqondi, mnumzane." 

_ "Ngizotshela omunyP. \vabafana bami akufundise uku
tunda nokubhala." 

"Ngiyabonga, mnumzane." 
"Uyafuna ?" 
"Kakhulu." 
"Kulungile." 

UQhathumunyu wasiqala isikole 1eso sakusihlwa ngo
kuhlwa okulandelayo. \v"athenga ibhuk\vana lokufunda 
ngozuka, wathenga_ isileyidi ngotik.i, impenseli ngotik.i, 
wawuqala umsebenz1 ngobvelulebva ngo\vezizwe. \X'aqala 
ukufunda o-A; eBhe; nCi; eDe; eFu; viGi; Ha. 

* * * ., 
Langa lithize uthe engena ekamelweni uQhathumunyu 

wakhangwa imali. K\vakusekamelweni lapha kulala kho~a 
a?eLungu bak~1e. Kuleli kamelo \Vayengena njalonjalo 
nJengomuntu owayengumzanyana. Phansi kwakuthe chithi 
saka imali. Wayiqoqa kahle yonke ngesineke. \Vayeseyi
beka phezu kwetafula. Emuva kwamasomo ambahva 
\Vabuye wacosha unsumbuhvana khona lapho. Kuwo 
1awo malanga wab: 1ye wacosha usheleni nomfagohveni. 
Lokhu \Vakucosha esangweni elikudebuduze novulande. 
1:eyo~ke \vayithatha wayisa kuN_kosikazi. \Vabonga uNko
s1kaz1, wath1 uyacabanga ukuth1 hleze ngabe i\ve kumnu
mz~n~. Uzoke ambuze naye ngayo. Ngempela wambuza 
umnumzane wathi ngempela ngeyakhe uyethemba iphume 
esikhwameni yawela phansi. 

UNgisana kwakuyisikoshi. Engakawuqali lomsebenzi 
awenzayo manje wayekade elisotsha. Zonke izisebenzi 
zakwakhe kwakungezesilisa, ezithanda; ikakhulu okungama
bhungwana. Wayevuka ekuseni kusemnyamana abiz\ve 
ela\vini lezinsizwa zakhe azembule izingubo. Ezim·e zi-
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bambane naye kushunqc uthuli. Elinyc ibhungu lambuza 
langa lithile lathi, _ . 

"Kodwa uyisimanga, mnumzane. Umsebenzt wakho 
ofanele ukusetshenzwa isifazane uwunika thina madoda; 
naani ?" 

b . . - .... ,, 
"Yimuphi umsebenz1 ongowesitazane :-
"Nangu uQhathumunyu cngumzanyana. l! msebenzi 

wamantombazana lowo." 
"\v'ena ucabanga ngamantombazana kupheia." 
Kwaba olukhulu uhleko elawini. 
U.Ngisana wayekhuluma isiZulu ka~e. _Futhi \Vaye

cophelele ukusikhuluma ngendlela ebhadltle, nie~g~kwenza 
kwabantu abaNsru1du abathi lapho sebefunda uhm1 lwabe
Lunrru balufundisise banbaadlali ngalo. 

"::\lina," kuqhubeka uNgisana, "ngakhulela encllin.i 
yakwethu. Kwakru1gendlwana, yayishisa bhe. Zonke 
izisebenzi zakwethu zazivisilisa sod\va. Ngaphuma ngaya 
kofunda csikoleni, lapho' ngafica isilisa sodwa; . ab~fundi~ 
abafondisi kanye nezisebenzi. Ukuphuma kwanu es1kolem 
ngayongena ebusotsheni. Amasotsha isilisa sod:va. Ngithe 
naishiva ubusotsha ngangizoqala lomsebenz1. Ungase 
u~gitsbele-ke ukuthi isifazane leso ongibuza ngaso ngabe 
ngejwayelene naso kuphi ?" 

"Umsebenzi wendlu ngumsebenzi wesifazane," kuqhuba 
ibhungu. 

"Uyangifundisa ?" 
"Qha." 
"N .kini. :i" ges1 . 
"Yebo." 
Akunjalo ngesik.ithi. Ngesik.ithi umsebenzi ngo\vakhe 

\Vonke umru1tu onezandla. Asinawo umsebenzi wendlu 
oqokelwe isilisa sodwa noqokelwe isifazane sod\va." 

"Kunjalo ?" 
"Kunjalo. Futhl ... " 
Anqunywe ulimi ngelinye ibhungu elibuza ukuthi, 
"Nowokusala nengane ?" 
"Nonjani nonjani. Umlisa wenza umsebcnzi wesifazane 

uphindwe kabili." 



"Njer:i~o_ba wena wej\\·ayde izisc:benzi zcsilisa, wawuz1-
bonaplu 1z1sebenzi zesifazane nokuthi ziphatha njengomva
bu ?" kubuza lona leli bhungu lesibili. 

Athathe ahleke umLungu abesethi., 
"Umlisa lapho ebasa umlilo, uthi echitha umlotha 

ab_ethat~a izibi ~~k:1qala umlilo ngesinye isandla. Uyafika 
esltofim ufaka 12161 ,veleka izinkunyana uocina noezinku-
dl 
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wana, uphemba umlilo. Kami O\\·esifazane uthatha umlo-
tha wod\va avo\vuchitha. Abuyise udeno-elo alubek.e· J . b , , 

abuye aphume avofunana nezibi. Abm 0e nazo azifake esito-
fini. Aphume ;yothatha izinkuni, ab~vc azifake esitofini. 
Alumeke umWo. Erne awubhekisise ukmhi uvavutha 
yini. Kuyothi nxa usuthatha izinkunyana kube yin;a efaka 
izinkuni." 

Ahleke amabhungu ngoba lomzekeliso ubahlaba umxh,ve
le, uyabakitaza. Aqhubeke umLungu, 

"Nasekugezeni izitsha amadoda abamba inqwaba ngasi
khathi sinye, kanti o\vesifazane uzozithatha ngasinye 
ngasinye. Into abayikholiwe abcsifazane ubvenza into 
ngokukhulu ukunakckela nokuthi yenzeke ngobunono. 
Kanti indoda yona ixoshana nesikhathi. Okonakalayo 
ikubuyisele eceleni, iqhubekele phambili. Izitsha zi,vela 
phansi kanye kanye zife, kanti okokuba bezisesandleni 
so,vesifazane ngabe kmve sinye noma ngabe kasiwanga 
sona leso. Amadoda anamarnta, siwathandela lokho; 
kepha angamadlabha kwesinye isikhath.i, hayi ngaso sonke 
nokho. Abesifazane baphatha kancane; kepha banga
manono nokho. Sibathandela lokho. Ubunuku into ezo
ndwa yiwo wonke umuntu ,vesifazane, ngisho nevila imba
la." 

Esabaxoxela uNgisana, uQhathumunyu wakhangwa u
lwembu lwehla ekamelweni. Bonke balubone barhule 
balubhekisise. Luthe seluhlala phansi lwabuye lwaphindela 
phezulu ophahleni. 

"Sizofikelwa yisihlobo namuhla," kusho omunye. 
"Kazi esikabani phakathi kwethu ?" kubuza omunye 

wabo. 
Abanye bathi esomLungu; abanye bathi esomunye wabo; 
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b 
.. batbi esabo bonke; abanye bathi esikalowo olubone 

a an\ c . hi ·d 13 banqunywa 
ku a'la. L wabaqagelisa is1khat es1 e. . aze . 
. ~l gumLungu owabatshela ukuth.i nges1kubo lusho 
11ru omo n 1 - l h melele noma 
ukuqhubekela phambili nja o nJa o uze UJ:> u b '\Y/ase-
no-abe u ·awa, ungabe usuyahlala dahla _ 1them a. . 
b~za uk~th.i ubani olubone kuqala. Bath1 uQhat~u~uny~
\'Vasebaxoxela ukurhi endul?. kwelak~bo la_seS1~0~1l~n~, 
. l k bo la'·e lahlaselwa lZltha ezaz1vela bv~hny e lZ\\ e •z\1,e ~ u 1' • • • k b 
:li·no-;-hesheva kolwandle. Zayibhedula 1z1tha e?·a u o 
impi p Inkos'i vakubo vabaleka yayoca~ ha emgedem. Tthe 
isahl~zi khona' emged;ni yabona lona 1;1hvembu luzama~a 
nokukh\vela idwala elibushelezi. Luthi luyakhwela l~\\ e: 
L\vazama njalo njalo. Lwaze lwayofika eduze nasekugcrnem 
k\v~d~vala phezulu, lwabuye lwawa. Kepha alwa~e/:vadela. 
Inkosi yalubuk.isisa. Lwabuye hvatha~ha phans1 ~az~~a, 
lwazama lwazama lwaze ekugcineru lwaqwake a, ,,a
ndanda phezulu lapho luqonde khona seh:1-jabu~a ~ge~lt~e\o 
sezithukuthuku zalo. y esuka lapho rn_kos1 ) az1m1s~ a 
ukuba iphume emgedeni iyokulwa futh.i nez1tha zayo, 
· · hlule Yaphuma. Yaqoqa amabutho ayo ayesehla-ize 1za . - · hlu 
kazekile. Yalwa, yal,va, yalwa izim_p~na ez1ru:1gan_a, ye _-
lwa; kepha ekugcineni yazinqoba 1z1tha, yaz1guq1sa, yazi-

thelisa yahlala yajabula. _ _ . . . . . 
"N~la isizwe sak.ith.i sesilwe 1z1mp1 ezrnkulu ez1°:1ng1: 

Ekuqaleni sivave kubesenoathi siyehlulwa, ke~ha ekugcrnem 
sinqobe. Ba~ingi kakhulu abak.ithi abatela olwandle 
bezama ukuwelela ngaphesheya. Kepha namhla ukuwela 
uhvandle kuyinto encane kakhulu. . . . . 

"Nina nikhohva ukuthi ulwembu lolu lurub1kela 121-
ntombi. Zona izintombi lezi aziyona i~sangu ebhenywa 
nayizishimane. Intombi ngempel~ uya~1sebenzela. Uku
yikhulumisa kuthatha ~si~e is1~athi, unyaka ~~ma 
iminvaka, ikutshela ukuth.i ay1kufUD1 neze. K~pha uphik~l~
le n~oba uyithanda. Ize ikuvume. K?th1 ~alapho 1s1-
ku~mile kuthathe isikhathi futhi ungakay1thathi. Uhlonzo 
lwendwangu oyithenge ngot~k.i lun~~fane nohlonzo hve-
ndwangu oyichenge ngeshum1 lawot1k.i. . ., . 

"Abanye benu bazama ukufunda. Basazodili.r<:a karu-
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nginingi kukmfundo. Kodwa oyophike!da ok.olw<.:mbu 
uyophumclela, avunc izithclo zcmfundo." 

Abheke isikhathi, abesethi abayoqala imiscbenzi y,1bo 
yosuku. 

lV 

Ekupheleni kwezinyanga ezilishum.i nanc, uQhathumunyu 
wambikela umLungu ,vakhe ukuthi uscfuna ukuphindela 
ekhaya. \'v"athi useyavalelisa kuyo leyonyanga. Ek.upheleni 
kwayo usezobeka phansi umsebenzi. \'\favuma umLungu. 
\Vasethi ufuna ukubonana noyise ,vomfana. \Vasethumela 
umuntu ukuyombiza. Esefikile uBhevula \Vemukelwa 
ngomoya omnandi ngumLungu. K wath.iwa makanikez,ve 
ukudla okudliwa nguye umLungu luqobo; wath.i uyakholwa 
ukuth.i njengoba ehambe uhambo olude nens.ik.a is.iw.ile. 
Nempela wanikwa ezish.isayo. \Vashona saze saba bomvu. 
Eseqedile baqala inkulumo abizehve yona uLubhede. K,va
qala ycna uNgisana: 

"Eno-.ikubizele khona, Lubhede, yilokhu." \'v"athula 
umLu;gu wambheka emehlweni wambona ukuthi naye 
umbheke ezinhlamvini zamehlo. Uyathanda ukwazi ukuthi 
kaz.i yin.i abizelwe yona ngulomLungu abangazani naye 
ngaphandle nje uma evakashele umfana wakhe. "Into 
yokuqala," kuqhubek~ uNgisana, . ngifi~a ukuku??1:a. 
Sengikubonile-ke. Ng1yabonga. Ng1yeneliswa ukuth1 mp
lo iphuma edunjini. \Vazala ndoda. Umfana wakho lo 
yindoda emadodeni. Ok\vesibili, ngicela umvumele lomfa
na ayekofunda esikoleni. Sengish.ilo ngath.i yindoda lomfa
na. Yjnye into afanele anikwe yona, imfundo." 

Athule uBhevula. Athukulule idlelo eligoqehve kahle 
ehiyeni okhalweni. Abesekhipha intshen~ul~ ehlonywe 
ezinweleni abheme ngayo. Ngokunganak.i DJe naye u
Ngisana aphuthaze .ipipi esikh,".'a?'leni sebhantshi a~khiphe, 
alicobele, alilumeke ngomentshis1. Uvuthe ug,vay1, adonse 
intuthu yawo. 

"Ngiyakuzwa, mngani," kukhuluma uBhevula. "1'1ina 
kangifundanga; angazi lutho ngemfundo leyo. Ukhona 
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umuntu wakwaNkosi engimaziyo engambona_ eBha~hut~ni. 
\Vavefundile lowo muntu. Ngambona nges1kl1ath1 ng1se
ben'za ezinkompon.i zakwaMalirnaza." 

"UMalimaza ngumkhwenyana. \Vaganwa ngudadewethu 
engimelamayo." Kukhuluma uNgisana enquma uBhevula 

ul.imi. . K h 
"Ngiyezwa. Irnfundo y~l<;>wo m1-1:ntu ngay1tusa. ep .a 

z.ikhona izinkulumo eng1z1zwa z1khulunrva ngaban)~ 
abakini. Bathi umuntu onsundu akafanele afunde. Bath1 
ulungile uma engafundile. Bathi ~mf:1ndo !ramo-?a. Kepha 
iqiniso lokuthi imenza nja:1i_ ang1laz1. rv~a _ngrngumuntu 
ongafundile. Ngaklekla 1z1ndlebe: N~1gc1n_a umtheth? 
kaMvel.inqano-i nomuntu wak.he 1Nkos1 yes1zwe. Ng1-

b f d ,, yez,va nje bengitshela lokhu ~alok.huya ngem un_ o. . 
"Lowo muntu wakwaNkos1 owambona efund1le wa, e-

ziphethe kanjan.i ?" . . . . 
"Lowa? Inkosi yomuntu. Ez1be~e . kanJanl phans1; 

okwengane. Lokhu wa~esesi~lrnndleru es1khulu enkompo
ni wayenomoya omnandi kab1 k:1bo bank~ a?antu. A:1ga
khethi muntu. Angasho uku~ lo owak.ithi, lo o\~~~1zwe 
sak.ith.i lo owezizwe. Qha, hay1 yena umfo kaNkos1. 

' b 'lk" "Umuntu ofundile ufanele a e-nia o- e. 
"Kepha laba abasitshela ukuthi umuntu onsundu iya-

mona bakuthathaph.i ?" . , , . 
"Ernakhanda abo. Bona ngabe bath1 abanye , bangath.i 

wonke onsundu." 
"Lok.ho ngikwejwayele. Zona ngamvu inye phela, bese 

kuth.iwa zonke sezinotwayi." .. 
"Kunjalo. Ngesikin.i _n.ithl akunag~za ~aswela 1s1yela, 

n.iqinisile. Imfundo ey1yona yona _ 1th_as1_sela ku11:1untu 
lokho ayikho, ikwenze kuph.indwe karung1 n1engokuy1thola 
kwakhe. Imfundo egcwele ingcono kunem.fundo enga-
gcwele. . . . . 

"Ngiyezwa mngani wanu. N_akuba ngrn~az~ uku_thi 
imfundo egcwele nengagcwele 1mfun~o eniaru. Mma 
anginawo neze amandla okumelana nezmdleko zemfundo. 
Mina ngiyimpofana, uthwaqa." 



---,.----

"Kodwa ngokwak.ho \Vena uyathanda ukuthi anoafunda 
lomfana ?" 

0 

"N gi yathanda." 
"Kulungile. Yimina ... " 
"Kod\v~ usho ukuthi lomfana angaze abengcono kunami, 

abenohvaz1 oluno-cono kunolwami ?" 
"A . b • ng1ku2\Va ukuth1 usho uhvazi olunjani." 
"L \Ven....½lonipho?" 
"\"'(/o, inhlonipho iyona nl~loso enkulu yem.fundo." 
"Ngiyez\Va. Uma izomakha, ino-amoni ·no-ithi kuluno-ile." 
"Ngifuna ayekofunda esikol~ni so'kubutheka, Japho 

ezofunda ukuz1phatha kahle, afunde ukuhlonipha, afunde 
ukukhuluma ebandla." 

"~ungathi sesibala amatsh\vele engakachamuselwa. 1fina 
angillawo amandla okumusa lapho. Seno-ishilo no-athi 
~ngi.~1alutho_ lo~urru:undisa ngoba phela imfu~do leyo ifuna 
1mali. Ang1thi kunplo ?" 

"Kunjalo impela. Ifuna imali eshisi\ve, hayi imadlana." 
Elobumpofu \ValizilJa uNgisana. K\vano-athi akalizwano-a. 

~asethi ake bayobethwa ngumoya, bazo
0

buya bahlanga~e. 
Usayobona uk~}rnmba kon:isebenzi. \Vaphumela phandle 
uBhevula, nomLungu wach1 shelele wayobonana nowakwa
khe. \Vayobonana nosihlalo \vendlu. Bahlala umhlano-ano 
\Vendlu, benza isinqumo. Ukuthi usayobona ukuhtmba 
komsebenzi kwakuwukuphatha emehlweni uBhevula. Ku
k.hona lapho \vayesehileka khona uNgisana. Ngakho-ke 
wasekhumbula umc;;izi wakhe. 

Bathe ukuba baphume, behlukane, uBhevula waphumela 
ngaphandle komuzi ethi usaya "ngaphandle." Wehla nesi
hosha ehamba nezinja zak.he, isimaku esimhlophe kanye 
nebhubesi elibomvu. 

Imbolwane yisilwane esiletha inhlanhla; kanti futhi siletha 
ishwa, siyimvimba. Oke wayibona uzama no-awo wonke 
amand!a ukuthi ayibulale. Uma-ke eyibulele: yinhlanhla. 
Uma imehlulile isinyama. 

Akahambanga ibanga elide, kwakhuza lapha, kwakhuza 
1aphaya okuyisimaku. Kwavuka imbolwane, yazilahla 
amathambo. Layidumela ibhubesi. Pho okuyimbolwane 
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kuncane. Lakweqa ngaphezulu. Lithe liphenduka kwase
kulaphaya. Lakudumela futhi, lathi liyakuthatha lakweqa 
ngaphezulu, laye lazishaya esihlahleni, lenyela. Yabona 
imbolwane ukuthi kunzima. Y azilahla phakathi emgodini 
omncane. K\vakuyathe obiyisimaku kuzama ukungena 
k\vehlulcka ngoba umgocli umncane kak.hulu kunakho. 
\Vathi uzama ukumba uBhevula, wehluleka. \vasega\vula 
uth1.,ngo olude. \V~lufaka phakathi. \Vaguqa ngamadolo 
wagoqoza ngalo phakathi, 

"\\7ahlatshwa! \\lahhtslw,,a! Emuva!" 
Akaligwinyanga. Yaphumisa ok\venhlamvu. Lokhu 

ugqoke ijazi, yazilahh phakathi ejazini, phakathi kwalo 
nomzimba, yagijima nonzimb1. Lokhu ibhubesi liyibonile 
isithela kuye laziphonsa phezu kwakhe, wawa washaya 
amangqeshane. Lamph::i.la ngezinzipho, lamthela ngezinde
nda, lamginqa phansi. Imbolwane ndini yamsekeca ngama
zinyo nayo. Wawuyathe uzama ukuyithintitha kwanhlanga 
zimuka nomoya. Lamphala ngezidladla ibhubesi, wazibika, 

''Ngilamleleni!'' 
Indoda ethile, ega\vula izinkuni zokubasa ekhishini, 

yezwa. Yamangala ukuthj lokhu izwi lomuntu wesilisa 
ngabe pho udli\va yini. Y alalela. 

"N gilamleleni ! " 
Idonse izembe iqonde ngakhona. Iphakamise izinyawo. 
Ekugcineni imbolwane yathola imbobo yathi ntulu. 

Yaziphonsa phezulu emthini. Wavuka phansi wazithintitha 
uthuU uLubhede, esemangele ukuthi kwenze njani. Aka
bes~bon~ _nokuthi _mbol~ane ndi~ ushone ngaphi. Ibhu
bes1 laliyilokhu likhuzile phans1 kwesihlahla. Wabona 
indoda isimemeza kudebuduze kwazise ukuthi nayo iyesaba. 

"Yini ?" 
Kwayima ekhumbula ngembolwane uBhevula. Kwayima 

cbona ukuthi kukhona okubonwa yinja phezulu esihlahleni. 
Akaze ayiphendula indoda leyo. \Vaqonda emthini. Wa
bukisisa phezurn, \Vakubona okuyisibanda sekuthe ne 
cgatshe?i. Waphind~la _emuva. \Xlathatha µthungo 
\Vakuthrnta ngalo. K waz1lahla phansi. Phinde kufike. 
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!-,akunqaka kusesemoyeni ibhubesi. Kwayima esezokwetha 
rnganekwanc eyethela leyondoda ebuzile. 

"Ubesekufuna umLungu Lubhede," kumemeza omunye 
wezisebcnzi. "\Voza ngikuse kuye manje." 
_ Isisebenzi samngenisa kuyo leyondlu aphume kuyo. 

Kepha um.Lungu engakangeni. Sasesiphuma sirhi siyoma
zisa. Wasala lapho yed\va uLubhede ehlezi phezu kwesitulo 
esinom~ono,-nt:o \Y/,,,..1·;1·m;s.., an-ie'hlo n,,..,dlu \VTabo..,a 

.......................................... I '' '"'b J ........ "" ........... ,. ..... J.... ... • .,,, ..1,..1. 

izithombe, izintaba nemifula, amahashi nezimvu nabe
Lungu. \'v'akhumbula ukuthi konje indaba kaQhathumunyu 
yokufunda abakayiphethei. \'Vancoma cnhliziyweni ukuthi 
konje angase angene endlini kaQhathumunyu esikhathini 
esizayo ayifice igcwele amabhuku nezithombe njengayo le 
ahlezi phakathi k\vayo. Kepha uyobe eseyidlozi. Wazi
khuza futhi, angeke abenjalo uQhathumunyu ngoba yena 
akanawo neze amandla okumfundisa. Isibarn sakhe sabhu
q\va isifo. Ezinkomponi ,vayehola uhlamvu nes1gamu 
kuphela, ngenyanga. Angcne uNgisana abuze, 

"Ubusuye ngaphi ?" 
"Bengisathe shelele ngasehlathini." 
"Ngiyethemba ukuthi usakhumbula ukuthi indaba yethu 

siyishiyephi ?" 
"Y ebo, ngiyafisa ukuba afunde umfana. Kepha amandla 

awekho." 
"UsungitsheWe." 
"Kunjalo, mntanomLungu. Anginuki naseziko." 
"Lornfana," kukhuluma uNgisana, "ngiyamkweleta. 

Ngimkweleta okukhulu." Wathula wabuka ingane yak.he 
eyayisisondela kuye, izihambela ingazi ukuthi kukhona 
omunye umuntu ehovisi likayise. Aqhubeke, 

"Lengane, uyayibona ?" 
A vume ngekhanda uBhevula, avume kube ngathi akana-

kile. 
"Okokuba uQhathu wayengekho, ngabe ayikho lengane." 
Lawo mazwi amethusa uBhevula. 
"Ngabe ayikho, kwakwenze 1:iani ?" . wabuza ~thukile. 
"Ukhozi lwayihwitha phamb1 kukaruna. Urnna wavala 

amehlo. Umfana wakho lo waba ncngqondo emangalisayo. 

\'vacosha itshc ph:rnsi ,vayinemb~ phczulu nomnt\':'~1:a 
inyoni. \'v'ayivirhiza ithambo lophiko. Kwaba ukuclihka 
kwayo ingane yami." . . .. 

"Ayaze yaphahlazeka phans1 pho lokhu nans1 ng1y1bona 
iphelele ?" . . . . 

"Isimanga nami engingeke ng1s1chaze ng1sho namhlanJ_~-
Ayilimalanga. Yathi yehla kwasekukudala uQhathu esep
iindele ngezandla. Y afika yahlala phezu b-1:ezandla zomta-
na. 

,, 

• k " "A ,vu, 1ngane wane. 
"Iqiniso." 
"Qhubeka." 
"Ngakho-ke ngizimisele ukumbonga lomfana. Nanso 

into engikubizele yona." . . . 
Abheke phansi uBhevula eclidekile.. Akhiphe in<:11~1~, 

akhiphe intshengula abheme. N0Ng1~ana acobele 1p1p1, 
aphuthaze umentshisi, alumeke, adonse rntuthu. Abukane 
amadoda. Aqhubeke uNgisana,_ . . 

"Ngizomnika imfundo. Ng1z?mthumela e~1k_ole~ so
mbutho. Izindleko zonke zaso z1yothwalwa y1mrna. 

"Kulungile uyothi angaqeda bese uya~ibuyisa izindleko 
zakho." . 

"Ngithe ngiyamkweleta. Yimina okufar:ele ngimbuy1s~le 
engimkweleta khona. Akukho nokunc1 ayakukubuy1sa 
kimina." 

Abonge uBhevula. Abese_thi a~ubizwe yena uQh~
thumunyu. UNgisana abesethi akub1zwe nenduna. Way1-
thatha phansi futhi uNgisana. UQhathumunyu wakhala. 
Akazanga naye ukuthi ukhalelani. Kodwa wa~ala. 

Wasethi umLuno-u kuhle asale esehamba noy1se uQhathu
munvu. Bazohamba ngosuku olulandelayo. Wathi kuyothi 
kungedlula izinsuku ezingamashumi amabili nesishiya
galombili, kusukela kulolo suku abesebui:a uQhathun1:unyu. 
Wathi kuleso sikhathi uyobe eseqeclile amalung1selelo 
enziwa nabaphathi bezikole. Uyomthatha ngemoto ayo
mbeka khona esikoleni. 

Kwakungelula ukubala izinsuku zenyanga kuQh~thumu
nyu. Nokho wazi ukuthi uyobuya emuva kwezinsuku 
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czingamashumi anubili nczinsuku czirisishi\·aµ-all)Illbili 
k~sukeh os_uk:vini olula11delayo. Nokho akahluphekano-a 
ploJ0o. \\'az1 ukm},j uzothatha induku ayisike ngomete, 
h~thi ngolula1:delay~ _ enze njalo kuze kuphele izinsuku 
ez111gamashurru amab1li nesishiyagalombili. 

Akalalan&a _ uQhathumunyu. Kwasa ephupha lokhu 
nalok.huya, 1rrucabango yak.he yazula, vazula nomora kwaze 
k??sa. \'v"ayepherhwe ingxube-vange yenjabul~ nosizi. 
\Vapbula ngoba eseyofunda. Kepha \Vil\"cnoena\Vo 
umqondo \V?kuthi ukufunda eqinisweni kuyin'i. \'vayazi 
kepha ukuthi umuntu ofunchle ukhuluma nomuntu okudc 
ngephepha. Indaba yabo ivutlw,re. \'va\·ebabona abam·c 
~~angani bakh~ befundelwa izinc\vadi ·zabo cziquketi1e 
121fuba. \X1ayeseJ\vayele ukubona umLungu wakhe efundana 
namaphephandaba, abesebaxoxela ngezindaba zomhlaba 
ezenzekayo. Ambone efundana namabhukukazi. \v'abona 
ukuthi ukufunda lokhu kuyindaba egud\vini. Kazi yena 
uyoba njani. \'vazi ukuba uzok\vahlukana nawontanga 
yak.he abasele ngaphandle esikolcni. \Vakhurnbula izinsuku 
eludibi lwamajaha aya ernphakathini, eya eNkosini. \'vabo
na enqona.\Veni amajaha eshayana ngezinduku kusuka uthuli. 
Wabona usuku naye ake \Vagalelana namanye amashingana 
abafana kwaba ubunephunephu. Naye wayesenazo izi
bongwaria abambonga ngazo owabo. \Vayesesiqambile 
nesigiyo sakhe ethi naye uyogiya ngaso aqale phambi kwe
Sikhulu sesigodi aze ayogiya phambi bvenkosi yoh.langa. 
Iyo leyo micabang0 eyayimphethe, yamphatha kwaze 
bvasa. \'vamvusa uyise wathi kusile abahambe; bahamba. 
Ilanga labaphumela endleleni njengokwenza k\vezihambi. 

Lithe lifudumala babenyathela emimangweni. Njengo
k\venza k\varna-A.frika, umfana wayeharnba phambili, 
uyise elandela. Izinkomo zemizi zazigcwele amarhafa 
ziphume inhlazane. Izinkomazi zibhonsela arnankonyane. 
Abelusi bexoshana nezigwaca, nemijekejeke. Abanye lapha
ya bayangcweka, abanye bayabambana babhulisana umbethe, 
abanye bahlaba insema, izingqwele ziqhatha abancane. 
Abanye kuloluya lukhalo baqhatha izinkunzi, bayazibo
ngela. Wabuka uQhathumunyu, \Vakhumbula injabulo 
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y:i.sckwaluseni. \'vayilinganis::i. ncmpilo yokusala nommwana 
womLungu. \Vazizwa efikelwa ukuzisola nokuzeyisa. 
\Vafikelwa inhliziyo ethi akasayi esikoleni leso. \Vathi, 

"Baba!" 
"Uthirij ?" kubuza uyise. 
"Uma ngingasayi esikoleni uyokungenzani uNgisana ?" 
"Uthandelani ukwazi lokho ?" 
"Angisafuni." 
"Awusafunini ?" 
"Ukuya esikoleni." 
"Ngani ?" 
"Ngizwa angisathandi, baba." 
"Angeke akwenze lutho, mntanami." 
Ezwe efikelwa injabulo enhliziyweni yak.he umafna. 

Uyise uyamvumela, uyamvuna. \Vasethi, 
"Kuhle, baba; angisenakuya." 
"Ngiyakuzwa," kuphendula uLubhede. "Namuhla usuku 

lokuqala; olwakusasa ohvesibili. Nxa kuphela amashumi 
amabili nesishiyagalombili usendleleni. Uya esikoleni." 

Yanqunywa umlomo inkukhu kuQhathumunyu. Wazi 
ukurhi uma uvise eseshilo useshilo. A vikho indawo vakhe 
yokudazisana, naye inkani. Ayiyub;kho norna ~gabe 
useyindoda. 

"Ngiyez\va, baba, ngiyohamba," washo esechiphiza. 

V 

USizakele weqa nengane yak.he. Wakhwela isitimela 
e~iya eJoz( Wayethi uzofika ahlale noSiyakayaka eJozi. 
Kepha t:S1yakayaka wamshalazel~la. Kwamnengisa uku
bona uS1zakele emlandela okwes1maku silandela umniniso 
ngomkhondo. Nokho akaze azibonakalisa kuSizakele 
ukuthi akamemukeli. \Vamtholela indawo yokulala. Wasc
mthumela ngomfana kuleyo ndawo. Wamthatha umfana 
wambeka kahle khona. Wamlethela amanzi okugeza 
\'vamlethela nokudla. • 

Ebusuku uSizakele wasengenelwa ngabantu abathi 
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bathuny\ve nguSiyakayaka ukuzokumbulala. Bathi ube 
thembise iholo. Kepha abaze bambulala, basimze ba
mthatha ngemoto yabo bayomfaka csitimeleni esiphindela 
eBhilithi. Bamthengela ithikithi. 

Sithe nxa sifika eSipilingi wehla uSizakele. \Vathi uphosa 
amehlo wabona inkosikazi yomLungu ayaziyo, yokuzalwa 
khona eBhilithi. \Xlaqonda kuyona. Yayisimthatha nge
moto isiya naye lapho yayihlaia khona kuiezo nsuku, ngoba 
yayikade ivakashile izobona umkhosi owawukhona e J ozi 
kula\vo malanga. 

Ngakusasa lenkosikazi yafunda ephepheni ukuthi uSiya
kayaka ulinyazwe kabi izigebengu zithi zifuna iholo lazo, 
se\\17.lsesibhedlela. USizakele wafisa ukuvombona. UMa
Fanemeve wamthatha ngemoto wamm~kisa khona esi
bhedlela. 

USiyakayaka wayethi uSizakele akasa,vadli amabele. 
Kepha uthe lapho embona engena, eqonda kuye, wacabanga 
ukuthi isipokwe, wethuka kabi. Wafa. 

U1faFanemeve wasemthatha uSizakele noPhibvase eya 
nabo k\vakhe eGunwane. 

* * 
Kusemoondo zankomo, ehlobo. Inyanga uMasingana. 

Umoya ;vasenkangala u~udumel~, uyakhom?isa u~u~~i 
imini izoshisa. Izulu lingase lidume. Irrugqa rrub1li. 
Omunye owabantwana babafana. Omunye owabantw~a 
bamantombazana. .Abantwana baphelekezelwe ngoruna 
noma ngogogo bab_o, _noma_ oyise noma oyisemkhulu 
noma-ke izihlobo ez1celiwe y1labo abangenawo amandla. 
Izikole zabaqalayo zimbi~ kulesikorr:ipulazi._ Kuzo zombili 
imigqa iya iyakhula. Iz111gane zez1sebenz1 zaseGunwane. 

Nxa ubekwe isitimela ebusuku eGunwane, uma kuse
hlobo ukhangwa, lapho uvuka, ub~hle b_e11:velo buhlobele 
umninibo. Kube sengathi lomuz1 waz1rrulela, awuwona 
umsebenzi wezandla zomuntu. Ume phezu komngcele 
wezwe laseNtilasifali nezwe laseNatali. Awukude nemi
ngcele yaseFul~sitati neyaseSw~zini. Ilang~ liphuma phezu 
kwezintaba ez111gamaqwaqwas1, phezulu z111gamathafa. I-
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mvama yazo zikhomba _ph~zu~u. Ng~senyak~tho ziy~wa 
ziwele emathafeni aseNt1las1fali. Umuz1 ukhulile unerruse
benzi yesitimela, neyezitolo, neyamafektri. Izisebenzi 
ezinsundu zilala zodwa njengoba kungumkhuba wezwe 
laseNinaizimu Afrika. Zilala esikompulazi. Njengomkhu
ba owa~iwayo, isikompulazi sirhe qckelele. Kod\ya u?~
kusuka csikompulazi ngesikhathi isitimela singena es1te~h1111, 
usefice sisemile, uthathe ithik.ithi ukh,vele kahle. Ngabe 
siseduze, kepha kukhona igebe elip~ak~thi k\vedolobha 
ncsikompulazi. Nxa usuka edolobheru ~c1she uha~nbe nge
zinqe lapho ulehla. Wehla uye phans1. P~ans1 laphaya 
kubekile. Ubusukhuphuka umqansana, uc1she uhambe 
ngezandla. Ubusungena esikompulazi. Uyabongeka Ose~ 
mafini; abantu baseGunwane basenenhlanhla._ Akukazaleli 
izins,velaboya kulelogebe. rvlhla zazalela liyoba umpha
kathi wazo. 

Izisebenzi ezingakagani nezingagani,ve zir:igalala ezinda
weni zabeLungu bazo uma bethanda naz? z1than~a. Ileso 
sidalwa saK.he sizizwa sik.hululekile uma s1phakathi kwalezo 
esazahva nazo. Imbuzi ikhululekile nxa iphakathi bve
zimbuzi; nemvu iyex\vaya uma ungase uyifuyele phakathi 
kwezimbuzi. Umuntu ukhululeka kakhulu uma ekwabo 
kunokuba abephakathi kwezihlobo. USizakele wayelala 
emzini kaMaFanemeve. 

"Nona," kukhuluma uSizakele, "ngicela ukuba kusasa 
ngivuke kusempondozankomo ngimukise uPhikwase es1-
koleni." 

"Ngasikhathi sini ?" kubuza uMaFanemeve. 
"Kuseluvivi, ngezithuba zehora lesithathu." 
"Ekuseni kangaka, kutheni ?" kubuza inkosikazi ,·o

mLungu imangala. 
"Kuthiwe sisheshe sifike. Oyofika umugqa usumude 

angase angayitholi indawo yokufunda umntanakhe." 
"Ubani okutshele lokho ?" 
"Inhloko yesikole." 
"Izinhloko zabo kazithathi labonhloko bezikole zenu." 
"Uqinisile, uSizakele," kuphawula umyeni ka1faFane-

meYe. "Sizakele ?" 
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"Basil" 
"Mingak.i iminyaka kaPhikwase yokuzalwa ?" 
"Angiyazi. Kodwa yena wazalwa ngoMsombuluko 

owandulela ulweSihlanu oluKhulu, ngonyaka wokuhambela 
kuleli ko1'Intanenkosi waseNgilandi u J oji." 

Abale ngekhanda umLungu. Abesethi, 
"Ngo1fashi ozayo uzoqeda iminyaka esishiyagalolunye." 
"Kulungile Sizakele ubophangisa uvuke, ngizonithwala 

ngenqola." 
"Ngiyabonga, Nona." 
Abazali nokuzinganyana bafike ngezithuba zawo-5 nawo-

6. Manje isikhathi sesiphakathi kuka-8 no-9. 
Abantwana abaphindiselwa emuva ngonyaka odlule 

usebangenise bonke umphathi-sikole. Aphumele phandle 
alinganise ngamehlo ubun.ingi bezingane ezifuna ukufundi
swa. Y ebo abazali bazo a bazilethile, yibona abafisa ukuba 
zifunde, zingaze zafana neningi labo elashiywa izikhathi 
ngokuswela izikole, nangokucindezehva imisebenzi yase
mapulazini besebenzela inkonzo yawoyise. Nakho belu 
okuyizingane komile, komele yona imfundo eyalerhwa 
abefundisi. Okunye kwakho kuzobuyela emakhaya kuja
bhile ngoba kungafumananga indawo emabhukwini esi
kole. Pho kuzokwenza njani? Kuzolibhekisaphi? Kanti 
imfundo yabantu kayisiyo yini yeningi? Eyabakhethiweyo? 

Iphume inhloko yesikole igijimise amehlo kuyikhanyele 
ukuthi iyokwamukela inxenye yabo engaphezu kwesigamu. 
I yokwenza okungumthetho. Ibisikhulurna, ik.hulumela 
phezulu ukuze izwakale ngoba abanye bemi kude ngenxa 
yokufika muva, 

"Nize nisize ningajabhi bazali. Nginikwe umtheth~ 
ukuba ngamukele inani elithile_. . Ngap~ezu kwalel~:mani 
angisavunyelwe ukwemukela 1zmgane._ Ithule 1lalele 
ukuthi hleze kube khona ongaba namazw1 ngalokho. Ezwe 
kuphela ukuphefumula kanzirna b~·esi~azane okukhomba 
ukudabuka. Ibuye iqhubeke ngezw1 el1phakeme, 

"Njengoba imigqa yezingane imibili ngizokuzemukela 
kanialo. 

"Woza nengane dadewethu. Igama Jayo?" 
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"UPhik\vase." 
"Isibongo ?" 
"lvfasilela." 
Abhale: 1'IASILELA, Phikwase. 
"Wazalwa nini ?" 
"Angazi. Kodwa uthe uBasi uneminyaka esishiya-

galombili." 
''Uyalwazi usuku azalwa ngalo ?" 
"Qha." 
"Sineka ngane yami." 
Kusineke okuyingane. 
"Amazinyo angaphansi nangaphezulu asekhumuk.ile ?" 
"Y ebo," kuphendula unina. 
Abhale: 11.1.30. 

"Igama lombheki noma likanina wakhe ?" 
"Yimina unina wakhe." 
"Igama nesibongo ?" 
"USizakele Masilela." 
"Usushadile ?" 
Amamatheke uSizakele abesebuza, 
"Uthandelani ukubuza lokho? Wena usushadile ?" 
"Ngishade nyakenye." 
"Mina angikashadi." 
"Ngiyezwa. Pho, nawe ube yilesibongo; nengane yile-

sosibongo ?" 
"Asithathananga phela noyise." 
"Asikwejwayele lokho. Sengiyabonga." 
Izingane zimangele ngoba aziyiqondi yonke indaba, 

kanti nempilo yasemhlabeni aziyiqondi. Kuzona inhlupho 
le. Zishiyiswe ukuzidlalela zizomiswa la. Zifundekelwa 
ngesikole. Kazi yini yona isikole, sizozenzelani? 

USizakele wayesebenza kwaMaFanemeve, iBhunukazi. 
Indodakazi ka1'Inu. van der Merwe owayakhe eduze nomuz.~ 
wase Bhilithi. UMaFanemeve wayakhiwe nguyise. Waye 
ukhamba olufuze imbiza. Uyise wayenabantu abaningi 
abakhe epulazini lakhe. Kulababantu akazange a..xosh( 
ngisho munye \vabo. Akukho namunye oke arnoike ema-
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phoy~scni. \'\lathukuthelela owakwakhe ngokulanda ama- I 
phoyis~ _azobamba abafana bakhe ngoba bentshontshe ama- l 
pentsl:1s1 al~he engadini yak.he. \v'athi bantshontshe ukudla 
kukay1s,e n1engabo bonke abafana abamhlophe nabamnya-
~na_. \'\fayckadc engc!<l1? y~~a luqobo. Yena \Vayezoba-
iez:sa ngendlela yoku1ez1sa 1ZJ.?.$ane. Abantu bak.he bepu-
laz1 ebathanda n&ok:1ngnenz1s1. Unkosikazi wakhe yena 
wayezahi,? eFulcs1tat1. K.ungelulaka kuyiva, iungafakwa. 
Izisebenz1 zasekhishini zihlafuna bume. 

UL~tta i11:dodakazi yabo yamazibulo, naye wayecUa imbuya 
ngothi ku""1na. Kepha uLetta akathathano-a nolunci ufuzo 
lukanina. \Vasimze waba nguyise ngokub~keka nano-esimi
lo. Wakhula ecilala namantombazana abamu, eshay~ na\V0 
omak.hweyane. Izisebcnzi zika van der j\fenve zazikhuzana 
zod\va uma zisebenza. Yayimhlekisa uMnu. van der j\Ierwe 
indaba ethi: umLungu othile wafika komunye um.Lungu 
wathi: ungalokothi ushiye izisebenzi zakho zodwa. Isi
gqoko sakho siyonele sithi sithe zihlale phansi. Sinde 
sithi qhamu, zi\v-uclumcle. Esuke lapho umLungu ndini 
aqonde ezisebenzini athi kuzo; um.Lungu uyonimela njalo 
anganivumeli nab.nci ukuba nihlabe ikhefu. Anosebenza 
nizilahle amathambo phambi kwakhe. Sithi singathi sithe 
isigqoko sakhe nihlale phansi nihlabe ikhefu. Sithi singa
sithi qhamu, ziwudumele. Esuke lapho umLungu ndini 
njalo, kwaba njalo. UFanemeve \vayethi 10\vo okholwa 
impatho enjalo isithutha, kazishanga kahle. 

ULetta van der 1-Ierwe wagana ulvlnu. du Raay, 0\vaye-
phethe isikole esimhlophe eGumvane. ULetta abantu babe-
mbiza ngelokuthi uMaFanemeve. Yilapho-ke uPhikwase 
aqeda im.inyakana. Waze \Vasus'\Va ukuthi unina ayogana 
kwaMsith.ini, naye uPh.ik\vase aguqule isibongo. Lapha 
kwaGert du Raay wayefana njengengane yak.bona .. Uma 
esebuyilc esikoleni umsebenzi wakhe kukubheka 111gane 
yentombazana uBabss.ie, mjalo kusihlwa uPhikies ageze 
uBabssie· "JrvfaFanameve ao-eze uPhikies. Kuthi nxa ku-
khona izihambeli zakwadu R~ay athi uMaFanemeve uPhikies 
akathathe uBabssie bavodlala eduze naye nezihambeli 
zakwakhe. Uma eseyolal; uPhikies athi makayohlamba ama-
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zinyo, axubhe ngebhulashi. Athi angaqeda ukm:.ubha ayo
khumula izingubo zakhe zasemini agqoke ezokulala, abe
seya kuNona eyovalelisa. 

Aphume ayovalelisa nakunina; 
"Lala kahle mama." 
Ekuseni uyobabingelela bonke. Okunye ayengakukho

hlwa ngaso sonke isikhathi ukubonga. 
Ncramaholidevi abeLungu babevam.ise ukuyovakashela 

izindawo ezitluze-e J ozi, ePitoli, ePhurhukezi, eMonti, 
eBhavi eThekwini nabvezinve. UPhikwase wavehamba 

~ ' ., ~ 

nabo. Uma kuhanjwa ngesitimela ede eyomhlola u:i\fa-
Fanemeve lapho engeniswe khona. 

"Ake ungitshele, Sizakele," kukhuluma u1faFanemeve, 
"liqondisani leligama likaPhikwase ?" 

Waphum.isa okwenhlamvu uSizakele, wabalekela endlini. 
Umbuzo waphelela emoyeni okwesithukuthuku senja. 

VI 

"Akangigculisi lomfana wakho," kukhuluma umFundisi 
Vusumuzi, "akabukeki ehlakaniphile." 

"Kunjalo ?" kubuza uNgisana emangala ngalenkulumo. 
"Kunjalo. Angazi ukuthi \Vena uze wazimisela kangaka 

ngaye ngani." 
"Kungase kube njalo. Angifundelanga ukwazi ngabantu 

abahlakaniphile nabangahlakaniphile. Ngafundela ukubona 
inhlabathi, netshe eliqukethe imali. Okungenze ng1zimisele 
ngalomfana ukuba ngikhombise ukubonga kwami kuye." 

"Ngabe umnike nje imacilana kwaphela lapho. Angithi 
le .indlela abahambisa ngayo bonke abemba izimali. Angithi 
odilikelwe ngumgodi wanqamuka izandla noma imilenze, 
noma kwathiwa usengenwe isifuba somgodi unikwa ima
dlana kuphele lapho. Angithi iyona nkambiso ababonga 
ngayo owenu ?" 

"Iyona impela," kuphendula uNgisana ethintitha ipipi 
lakhe, elithintithela endishaneni yomlotha ephezu kwetafula. 
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"Impilo yengane yami ingaphezu komcebo. Mamukele 
lomfana, phezu ko~t~ngagculiswa kwakho nguye." 

. Athule umFundis1 Vu~umuzi ecabanga. Umangaliswa 
y1lom1:1~~u . \Vakubo.,, ! ena wako Vusumuzi wejwayele 
;1kurhi ng1yabonga nJdo ngomlomo. K wabanye uku
bonga kufana nokwekhama igazi lakhe lowo ofanele ukusho 
njalo. Asukume abesethumela ukuba aleth\ve kubo bobabili 
lo\VO mfana. Abesethi futhi akubizwe noThisha omkhulu 
wesikole sakhe. Ahlale phansi. Angene umfana. Akaze 
amnaka nje u?1Fundisi. Asimze axoxe no\vakubo ezinye. 
Angene uThisha omkhulu. Atshelwe uThisha ukuba 
ahlale phansi esitulweni. Umfana yena umile phakathi 
nendlu. 

"lvifana!" 
"Baba!" 
"Ubani ozothwala izindleko zakho zesikole na ?" 
"Nguye lomnumzane," kuphendula uQhathumunyu e-

khomba uNgisana. 
"Uyakwazi lokho ?" 
"Yebo, Baba, ngiyakwazi." 
"Uyombonga· ngani-ke wena ?" 
Abenamahloni umfana ngoba engazi 

kodwa angawuphendula ngokuthini. 
Aphendule ngezwi eliphansi; impendulo 
ngokwayo, 

"Angazi, Baba." 

ukuthi lombuzo 
4-\bheke phansi. 
iziphumele yona 

"Kulungile, mntanami. Phindela kwabanye abafana, 
ngi yakwemukela." 

Aphume umfana emuva kokuba esebongile: "Ngiyabonga 
kakhulu, Baba." 

Abeselandisa uThisha omkhulu umFundisi yonke indaba 
ayixoxelwe nguNgisana. Abesegcina ngokut:11i, 

"Shongwe, ngiyojabula uma lendaba 11ngay1xoxela abanye 
abafana besikole sakho." 

"Yebo, Baba," kubonga uShongwe, "ngiyabonga. _Ngi
fisa nami ukumbongela lomfana kuloI:1n~m_za:1e ohloruphe
ble. Isisho senu ninandlu emhlophe s1thi: Is1hlobo sempe
la isihlobo lapho usekudingeni.' Kodwa nigcina ngokuthi: 

ngiyabonga kakhulu. Thina-ke siyaqhubeka sithi: nango
muso." 

Akaze abesakhuluma uNgisana, \Vasimzc wavuma nge-
khanda. Aqhubeke uShongwe, . 

"Bengifisa ukwazisa nabak.ithi ngalesenzo esmcomekayo 
salomnumzane ... konje ubani ?" 

"No-isana," kusho yena uNgisana. 
"So

0
mnumzane Kgisana. Ngizokuyibhala kuphepha-

ndaba lethu 'Iz\vi LamaSwazi!" 
"Ubusumthumela Iona ayozifundela leyo ndaba," kusho 

umFundisi Vusumuzi. 
"Yebo, Baba," kuvuma uShongwe. "Ngithanda ukwazi 

igama lakhe ngempela." 
"David Gordon Stuart. Kodwa kulelo phepha unga

bhala nje uthi 'Ngisana'." 
Abonge uShongwe avalelise aphume. Basale abeLungu 

baxoxe ezaphesheya. 
UQhathumunyu wayenamahloni. Athi uma ekhulum:i

nomuntu, kakhulu omdala, abhek.ise arnehlo akhe phans1. 
Abanye bathi urnuntu onjalo inyoka. UQhathumunyu 
ngumntwana ovela ekhaya labantu. Umntwana_ womu1:t1: 
othi nxa ekhuluma nomuntu omdala arnbuke ezinhlarnv1ru 
zamehlo, ukhornba ukwedelela. Eqinisweni udliwa irnpama 
norna inhlanekela. 

Nanso-ke irnfundo afika nayo esikoleni saseMponono 
uQhathumunyu. Yikho engamgculisi umFundisi ngoba 
engakhombisi ubuthatha. Wakhulumela phansi ngomoya 
ophansi. Asibagculisi isimilo esinjalo abeLungu. Bona 
bagculiswa amathatha. Bathi umuntu onamahloni uyi
no-ozi ngoba bacabanga ukuthi unonele phakathi, aka
rindek.i; akubhalwe lutho ebunzini lakhe, nasernlonyeni 
wakhe; bathi angase abe ngumbaxambili. 

"Unjani lomfana ofikayo ?" kubuza umFundisi ebuza 
kuThisha omkhulu. "Sinjani isimilo sakhe ?" 

"Angikasiboni ngoba usaf:ika." 
"Nina bantu aba.1"'\Jsundu nithatha kade ukubona isimilo 

somuntu." 
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Athule nje uShongwe ecasulwa yilenkulumo. Kuze 
kuqhubeke yena umFundisi, 

"11.ina sengimlime ngamhlakula." 
"Kulungile phela, Mfundisi. Sesiyoyicela ivuthiwe. 

Kod\va awukabazi abantu abaNsundu." 
~'?engiged 7 amashumi amabili erninyaka neminyaka 

ey1s1hlanu ng1sebenza phakathi kwabantu abaNsundu. Ngi
bazi kahle." 

"Angikuphikisi kulokho; kodwa ungase uqede emmye 
iminyaka engako ungakabazi." 

"Kanti bayizilwane na? 1\kubona abantu ?" 
Abeseyiziba ngamabomu uThisha leyo, agale ezinye. 

Bese beqhubeka nazo beyikhohhva njalo ekaQhathumunyu, 
yesimilo sakhe esingabonwa ebunzini. 

Ngesikhathi emukelwa dvfponono uQhathumunyu wa
yengazange azibone izindonga zesikole ngaphakathi. Lo
kho kwarndida uThisha omkhulu ukuthi uzomfaka kuyiphi 
incwadi, ngoba akezanga nancwadi evela kwesinye isikole 
ekhomba ukuthi ubefunda ncwadini. Naye umfana aka
zanga ukuthi angase abe kusiphi isigaba. Nokho lokho 
akubanga inkinga. kuThishela. Wamnika umsebenzi wo
kumhlola, encwadini yokuqala. \Vamnika izibalo, isiZulu 
nesiNgisi. UQhathumunyu wagqashula ngemik.lomelo 
ephezulu. \Vasengeniswa ekilasini lenc\vadi yesibili. Kho
na lapho umfana wadla ubhedu njalo. Kwathi ekupheleni 
kwalowo nyaka wahlolwa ngomsebenzi wencwadi yesi
thathu. Waludla Dakhona, wagqashula ngemik.lomelo 
ephakeme. Umbiko wonyaka wonke wathunyelwa ku
rnnumzane Ngisana. Naye wammangalisa lombiko. 

UQhathumunyu wayesefunda IBanga leSine. Sekuwu: 
nyaka \Vakhe wesibili eMponono. Wanel~ wangena u11:hloli 
wacela izingane ezifunda iBanga leS111e. Wamrukeza 
uThisha. Wathi azilungisele ukuhlolwa. Zanyakaza. 
Wayengakabheki neyodwa incwadi kaThisha. Wayenga
kayi nakwamanye amakilasi; kepha wayeqonde ukuy~bona 
umsebenzi wekilasi elifunda iBanga leSme. Wathi ake 
baphume abafundi kebayobeth,~a umoy2. phandle: 

Kodwa bangayi kude; uzobaclinga emuva kwem1zuzwana. 
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Ekilasini uvazibeka izibalo emcengezini umfo \Vakwa
:Mchunu; uno'g\vaja ozikhundlakhundl_a; izibongo zakhe 
owayebong\va ngazo ngab~f~na bes1kole lezo, ngoba 
babengamesabi, ngoba wayey1s1~0?0 sabo. . . . . 

Bathe beziqeda wayebhaceka rnubuzo res_1~g_1s1 umhloli. 
Bayidumela nayo abafundi kwaba ub':1~k~mki. B~qeda. 
Wesulwa umcengezi. Kwabhalwa futh1 1m1buzo yes1Zulu. 
Baduma naYo. Bayiqeda. 

Akubang~ eside isikhathi kulawo mahora wabatshela 
imiphumela yokuhlohva kwabo. 

"UQhathumunyu," sekukhuluma uMchunu, "ungehlule. 
Ushaye wagogoda." 

Akwaze kwammngalisa lokho uQhathumunyu ngoba 
wayazi ukuthi uyishaye yon~e imi?uzo. Uthe lapho ese
bhala umbiko wakhe umhloli wathi; 

"Umsebenzi walomfana ungaphezu komsebenzi walabo 
afunda nabo. Kuhle edluliselwe eBangeni leSihlanu uma 
lokho kungenzeka." _ 

Lalinaekho iBanaa leSihlanu dviponono. Ngakho-ke 
b b 

:ikwaze kwenzeka. 
Ngalusuku lur.1be uQ~a~humuny_u w_arelande iposi l~-: 

sesikoleni. Wafita epos1n1 wabaruka 1s1~\vama s~pos1. 
Basivula, bakhipha izincwad.i, bafaka . ezrnye, bas1vala, 
basikhiya, bamnika. \'v'ap~u_ma wange~a rndlela. Akazange 
angene nasezitolo abuke 1z1mpahla niengokwenza ~waba: 
fana bonke. Wezwa wnzimba wakhe ushona phans1, kantl 
futhi ufikelwa uvadlwana nokujabha. Akaze azi ukuthi 
kubangwa yini. Amadolo akhe wawe~wa ukuthi akaqinile 
njengasemihleni. Wacabanga ukuthi ngabe uzongen~va 
umkhuhlane. Nokho waziqinisa wahamba. Waphakanusa 
izinyawo ezisindayo. Uthe engena egcekeni lesikole wahla-
ngana nornFundisi. ,, . . . 

"Usubuyile mfana wami, kusho umFundis1 ebeka 1-

sandla sakhe sokunene emahlombe omfana. 
"Yebo, Baba," kuphendula uQhathumunyu ngeliphansi 

kungathi udiniwe. . . . . ,, 
"Usulambile, mfana wam1, ng1yabona; woza kinu. 
Bangena endlini yomFundisi yokufundela. Waphuma 
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ngomunye umnyango urn.Funclisi. \Vabuva rnasinvane 
csephethe isinkwa esibhecwe ngojamu. \X'an{nika. \V~tha
tha isihluthulelo urn.Fundisi \Vavula isikhwama. Phakathi 
kukhona nekaQhathumunyu. \Vamnika kanye nezabanye 
abafana, nezawothishela. \Vayibhekisisa umfana imvilophi, 
isandla esiyibhalile wasazi. Kepha wafikelwa ukwesaba 
naye angakwazi ukuthi 1.rnqondani. Wazimukisa k.ubaninizo 
zonkana. \Vaye eseyongena endlini lapho elala khona. 
\'<?ahlala phezu kombhede \Vakhe. \v'akhipha incwadi 
esikhwameni, wayiphenduphendula eyibuka kube sengathi 
kukhona azokubona ngaphandle. Ezwe inhliziyo yakhe 
ishaya ngamandla, abone nezandla zakhe sezithuthumela. 
Ayivule, ayifunde: 
Qhathu, 

Ngibhalehve ngumFundisi wangitshela ngempumelelo 
yakho emangalisayo ezifundweni mhlazana nihanjehve ngu
mhloli \Vezikole. Ngiyakuhalalisela kakhulu, mfana wami. 
Usebenze kakhulu 1-:unalokhu. Ngizake nginivakashele 
ngenyc 1nuru. UDan \1hlala ekubuza njalo. Akakukhohlwa. 

Yimina, 
Owakho njalo, 

D. G. Stuart. 

O/wsele: Izulu line kabi namhla ntambama. 
\Vavibeka phezu kwetafula incwadi umfana. Wathula 

wathi' du. \Vezwa igazi lakhe lishaya ngamandla e~indle
beni. \Vezwa inhliziyo yak.he igcwala ~munyu. ~\~1thath: 
ayifunde okwesibili, ~funisis~ ukuthi ngab_e y1ru ~~~1 
equkethwe yilencwadi. Ay1beke etaful~ . okwes1bili: 
Aphonse amehlo efasiteleni abone urn.Fundis1 yusumuz1 
eza neno, ehamba kancane, izandla zakhe z1bambene 
ngasemuva, ebheke phansi, ede ema e!:rnka le nale. Wl eza, 
weza, weza. Uthe lapho esekude buduze, wasukuma -~
Qhathumunyu wema emnyango ukuba abonwe umFu~dis1. 
Nabala wambona Kepha akaze asho lu0o, wasimze 
wamqhweba ngesandla, waphenduka waphindela emuva 
endJini yakhe. Bangena endlini. \Vandukuphenduka 
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abheke ngakumfana. Wasethi akavale amehlo bazothanda
za. Nempcla k\vaba njalo. Kepha akaza,vuvula umlomo 
ukuthandaza umFundisi. \X!avala amehlo, wathula ebheke 
phezulu. \Vathula nomfana,. naye ,vathandaza nge~ziy~. 
Ekuo-cineni umLuno-u wath1: .Amen. Ahlale phans1 es1-
tulw~ni umFunclisi. 

0 
Athi nakumfana akahlale kwesinye. 

Ubuso obubika ezimbi awaze wabuswela; nobuso obugcwe
le ukwesaba a,vaze wabus,vela. Kepha umfana, emuva 
komthandazo wezwa kungathi itshe elikhulu liyasuka ema
hlombe akhe. Wezwa efikehva isibindi. 

"Ungadabuki, mfana, wami," kukhuluma u Vusumuzi. 
"Ubudoda abukhulehva, usuyindoda." 

"Yebo, Baba. Yini ?" 
"Indoda iqunga isibindi noma kunzima kangakanani. 

Ngiphethe indaba ernbi," esho cdonsa iphephandaba eli
seceieni kwakhe, alibukisise. 

"I-vele ephepheni ?" kubuza uQhathumunyu. 
"Yebo." 
"Abendlu yakwethu ?" 
"Akubona. Isihlobo sami uNgisana," abheke phansi 

umFundisi kube sobala ukuthi akasakwazi ukuzibamba. 
"U file ?" 
"U file." 
\Vasemnika iphephandaba ernkhornbisa lapho ezoz1-

fundela khona. 
UNGISANA NOWAKWAKHE BAr-.HNZILE 
Wanele wafunda lawo mazwi uQhathumunyu, walahle

kelwa umqondo. \Vazibona esehamba phandle phansi 
kwernithi. \Vabuye wabuya umqondo. \Vabona umFundisi 
esemi eceleni kwakhe isandla sakhe sokunene s1mgaxe 
entanyeni yak.he. 

"Ngicela ukubona iphephandaba futhi Baba." 
\Vamhola ngengalo umLungu. Bangena futhi kuleyo

ndlu. Iphephandaba likhona lapho phansi, lapho eWahle 
khona engasazi. Alicoshe umFundisi amkhombise kuwona 
lawo rnagama ake wawafunda. Afunde, 

"Intatheli yethu isibikele ukuthi uMnu. Ngisana nowa-
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kwakhe baminzile ekuseni namhla. Bam.inze e11buluz.i 
c11nyama~ . Batholwe emotweni yabo ezansi nebhuloho. 
Uivlnu .. Ng1sana ubephethe ihotela lasePopes." 

UNg1sana wathola incwadi evela kumhlobo wakhe u
Vus1:muzi imxoxela ngempumelelo kaQhathumunyu, no
kuthi u1:"llana lo uthole imiklomelo engavamile ukutholwa 
abafundi. . Yamthokoz.isa. Kwafika emphefumlweni 
wakh~, . 1:Jengakubo. bonke abanhliziyo zifana neyakhe, 
ukuth1 rn;abulo yam1 mayibe ngemisebenzi kunokuba ibe 
ngon:iiomo. J\.beLungu bathi isihlobo yisihlobo ngemise
benz1. Ngoba imisebenzi iyabon\Va iyasiza. 1\.mazwi 
awabon\va, a\vasizi. Intwana encane inkulu kakhulu kuna
mazwi akhethiwe, ac\veng\va. \Vathatha isheke walibhala 
imali ngegama lomphathisikole, walithumela ngaye. \Vase
bhalela uQhathumunyu embongela ngempumelelo; kepha 
akaze amtshela ukuthi umthumele imali. \"'Vanela waz.ifaka 
eposini lezo z.incwadi wathatha imoto \Vakhwela nowa
k\vakhe balibhekisa dvlbabane, kanti sekulusuku lwabo 
lokugcina emhlabeni ~bakwaStuart. Ingane yabo yasala 
ekhaya, ngoba yasikhulakhuWe, isingumfanyana. Isi
hamba nabafana babantu kuyoshaywa izinyoni emahlathini 
nasemifuleni, nasemavun_gwini, nasezihosheni. 

Lalikade lina ebusuku obungaphambil.i. Uthe nxa efika 
e1-Ibuluzi wafica ukuthi igcwele, amanzi ahamba ngaphezulu 
kwebhuloho. Ibhuloho alibonakali. Kodwa izigxobo, 
ezikhombisa ukuphakama kwamanzi ngaphezulu kwebhulo
ho, zazikhomba ukuthi imoto ingawela. Wayiqhuba 
umntanomLungu, kanti elingatsheli, ngabe \vaphindela 
emuva. Wayiqhuba okukugcina. Kwakungasekho bhuloho 
lapho. Lalikhukhulwe ngumfula. Imoto ingena nje isi
ngena esizibeni. 

VD 

Ukufa kukaNgisana okwamzuma engakawenzi nama
lungise1elo ngemfundo kaQhathumunyu kwamkhathaza 
umFundisi Vusurnuzi. Akumkhathazanga ngoba kunga
sekho ongase akhokhele imfundo yomfana eMponono, 
\Vakhathazeka ngoba umfana lo wayethembisa kakhulu 
ukushisekela imfundo, futhi kanti nobuchopho unabo. 
Urna kungasekho ongamqhuba injongo yomsebenzi \Voku
phucula nokusiza indlu eNsundu iyofiphazeka. Futhi waye
khathazwa ukuthi lomfana wayehola umvuzo wakhe. 
Isizwe esirnhlophe, kakhulu esamaNgisi, asikuthandi ukuba 
isethernbiso sephulwe. Emithethweni yaso kukhona ethi 
owephula isithembiso angahla\vuliswa kakhulu noma avale
lwe ejele. Ngakhoke wazama ukuba kutholakale intwana 
yemali efeni likaNgisana yokuba iqhube lomfana njengesifiso 
somufi. \Vabhalelana nalabo ababeliqoqa. Izinhliziyo 
zabo zazingelukhuni, kepha inhliziyo yomthetho ilitshe 
Iona lingaqhekezwa ngesandla nje, lingaqhekezwa kuphela 
ngesando uma lilula noma ngodalimede uma liqinile. 
Nokho izinto ezenzelwa ukuqhekeza umthetho zazingekho
ke esandleni sikamFundisi Vusumuzi. Ngakhoke walishiya 
limi njalo idwala lomthetho. Akaze akhonona ngalokho, 
weneliswa; akaze asola muntu. Waphenduka wabheka 
eNgilandi. 

Wabhalela izihlobo zakhe eNgilandi. Yazinikela intombi 
yeNgisi: "Ngizozith\vala izindleko zemfundo yakhe, nga
phandle kwezindleko ezingaphandle." Kuleli lakithi lo
l--.1zansi besebaningi abazinikela ukuthwala izindleko ze
mfund? . yomuntu onsundu kanti bona bamhlophe, abala
ndela 1s1bonelo saleyo ntombi. Bamethwale umntwana 
womuntu bachithe izimali ezishisiwe, abanye babo benga
zange bambone ngamehlo, kuphela ukuthi bezwe isicelo 
esiphuma kulowo osikhiphayo noma naye abamazi kunga
b~up~. Abanye babo bangathandi ukuba amag~ma abo 
az1we 1zwe. Abanye balaba beLungu abanenhliziyo enje 
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ababona omal~y~vuza, esingathi a bazona izicebi, kepha 
bacebe ngenhliz1yo. Omunye ano-asho ukuthi isikhathi . d b 
ses1son ele noma sesifikile lapho sekuzodingeka kubekhona 
abaNsundu abanezinhlizivo ezicebile. Yathi intombi ivo-
methwala aze aqede inc,vadi yesishiyagalolunye. ' 

Ekuhlohveni kokugcina eBangeni leSine uQhathurnunyu 
wagqashula ngemiklomelo ephezulu. \\?aba ngowcsibili 
emgqeni wabahlohva kuleli Banga kulo lonke labvaNg,va
ne. Imali yentombi yaseNgilancli yamngenisa esikoleni 
csikhulu eQhudeni. Isikole saseQhudeni sasinamagatsha 
amaningi okufundisa abafana. Abanye babefundis,va uku
lima, abanye ukwakha, abanye ukucija, abanye izinsimbi, 
a ban ye imfundo yeklianda kuphela. Y ena wangenela 
eyekhanda ngoba ikhanda lakhe licijile kanti futhi inhliziyo 
yakhe isekulimeni. Irnali yokugqoka neyezinye izindingo 
yayisemahlombe akhe. Leyo-ke wayezoyifoloma ngezakhe 
izandla. \Vacela kubapharhi besikole ukuba bamnike isi
vanjana ukuba azilimele sona. Bambuzisisa imibuzo emi
ningi ngoba bvaba:nangalisa lokho ngoba babengakaze 
bahlangana nakho phambilini. \Vabanika injongo yak.he 
okaLubhede. Umphathi omkhulu wesikole wasethi lo
mfana makanikwe isivande, anikez,ve zonke izimfanelo 
zakhona-kanve nenhlwavelo; abesexolelwa kuyo yonke 
imisebenzi yas'esikoleni ye.zandla ukuze athole ithuba loku
bheka ino-adi vakhe. Lok.ho wakwenza umphatb..isikole b , . 

no-oba iningi labantu lalikhohva ukuthi kukhona umkhathi 
phakathi kwemfundo yezandla neyekhanda. Bathi eye
khanda iyodwa, eyalabo abahlakaniphile; neyezandla 
iyod,va, eyalabo abangahlakaniphile. Lowa moya ,vawu
mningi esikoleni. Abafundi bebandlululana, begconana. 
Uthe-ke uma ethola lesi sicelo wazimisela kakhulu uku
mkhuthaza lowo mfana ukuze abe yisibonelo kwabaningi. 

UQhathumunyu wayekhul..iswe nge~dlela yesintu enda!a, 
emphekayo umfana, alungele ubunzi1:11a. Indl~la ~mfund1sa 
ukuthi usind..iso lwakho lusezandleni zakho; 1mp1lo yak.ho 
isezandleni zakho; isihlobo sakho sempela nguwe luqobo 
lwakho. Okucabangelayo ukuthi uyilokhu nalokhu mkho
mbise ngezenzo ukuthi awnkhona lokho kepha uvilokhu 
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athi ,vena uyikho. Abafana bamkhipha inyumbazana; bathi 
uvimbala kabili. 

'"Imbala kabili," wayevame ukubatshela, "isidalwa sika
Nkulunkulu. Ayisona isidalwa sikaSathane. Nami ngi
yisidalwa sikaNkulunkulu." Abafana bamjivaz~~ bamhlek_a 
baze bathi uyisihlwithandlebe nokunye. Im1pvazo, es1-
khundleni sokuba ibengamanzi okucisha isifiso sakhe, 
vaba amafutha. 
, j\fhlazana kuvalwa isikole ekupheleni konyaka lowo 
aqala ngawo uQhathumunyu, kwaba \v-usuku lwezinkulumo. 
Enkulumeni vakhe umaqhuzu wesikole watshela umbuthano 
ukuthi uQl{athumunyu ngengadi yak.he wenze imali 
engu-R47.27. \Xlathi futhi iziqathe azithumela embuki
sweni mvawubvaManzini ngoJulayi zathola umklomelo. 
Waqhubeka umaqhuzu wathi uyethemba ukuthi ngonyaka 
olandelayo bayoba baningi oQhathumunyu kulesikole 
nakwezinye. Ngonyaka olandelayo babambahva oQha
thumunyu; phakathi kwabo kuk.hona omunye wamahala
njonjo ayekade emjivaza. 

NgemiGqibelo uQhathumuny-u wathatha izithelo zesi
vande S.!k.he waharnba wayozithengisa edolobheni kwa
Manzini, lapho wayesenezihlobo zamakhosikazi abeLungu 
athengisa kuzo, engasahambi ememeza emajikeni. Waye
senamawoda azi,vayo. Amanye amakhosikazi aze afika 
nasesikoleni azobona isivande sikaQhathumunyu. Ehlobo 
nasebusika zazikhona izilimo kwazise isithwathwa sasinge
kho kulesi sifunda. Ingadi yamchuma ngoba naye eyi~handa. 

Isikole langalithile sehlelwa inhlanhla. K wafika 
umFundisi olijalimane owayephethe isikole sokufund..isa 
abantu kwelinye lamazwe amane eRiphabhliki. LomFund..isi 
kwakuyisazi esihlonishwayo ngolwazi lwaso ngezomhlaba. 
Wayekade ehambele inxenye yesonto lebandla lakhe eli
kwaNgwane. Wanela wezwa umphathisikole saseQhudeni 
ukurhi ukhona lapho lomFund..isi, waseyomcela ukuba akeze 
esikoleni lesi azokhuluma ngezolimo kubafundi, nakuba
fundisi bezingane. 

KwakuliJalimane loqobo; limehlo aluhlaza ahlaba nje-

49 

yayisemahlom.be


ngawendlondlo. Epbakathi nendima ngesiqu somzimba 
nangobudala, ngobude elinclile, ekhanda athi amaS\vazi 
"labalela", ~sho impandla. Ekhuluma ngelincane elihlabayo 
kube ngathi uyacula noma uyashumayela. Kwathi kanti 
ingcweti yolwazi kepha inkulumo yakhe wayenza yabalula, 
yez\viwa kahle nangabafana abasacathula ehvazini nasolimini 
hvesiNgisi, ngoba phei.a wayekhuluma ngalo. Inkulumo 
bayilandela ukusuka ekuqaleni kuze kube sckugcineni. 

"Umhlaba ungumgogodla wempilo. Ufana nomuntu. 
Uyadla uyesmha; uyalamba; uphelelwa ngarirnndla njengo
muntu. Uclinga ukondli\va, ukunakekelwa, ukuphath\va 
kahle. Uyisikhwama esiphethe umcebo wezwe. Ungunina 
\Vesiz\ve. Kinina bafana ngithi ningalokothi nikhohlwe 
umhlabathi. Uma nifuna impilo nomcebo bhekani umhlab2.; 
kuwona kukhona uju; kuwona kukhona ubisi; kuwona 
kukhona igolide; kuwona kukhona impilo." \Vathi kwela
kubo e J alimane kukhona amasimu aseqede inkulungwane 
yeminyaka engaphum·.1li. Kepha namuhla athela ngaphezu 
kwakuqala. 

Lenkulumo yaphendula iningi labafuncli. Namathishela 
nawo athinteka. Lokho kuthinteka kwawo kwaba sobala 
lapho esefunclisa amakilasi awo. 

Uma engayanga ukuyothengisa izilimo edolobheni, umfo 
kaLubhede wayeqonda emfuleni, ayodoba izinhlanzi. Nazo 
azithwale aye kozithengisa khona edolobheni. Langa 
lit:uze eseziphethe, phakathi kwazo kukhona enkulu
kazi, wahlangana nezinyanga ezimbili. Zamcela ukuba 
azinike ikhanda lenhlanzi enkulukazi. \Vaqala wala, kodwa 
zamncenga zaze zathi zizomnika osheleni abasihlanu 
naaleli khanda. \Vase uyavuma. Kasazi noma zasezimdlele 
"~iwisa" yini. \Vazibuzisisa uQhathumunyu ukuthi zize 
zimkhalele kangaka ngekhanda lenhlanzi nje yini kangaka. 

"Sinomsebenzi namhlanje. Sibizwe ngamaShangane 
asebenza ezinkomponi zemfimfi eZuhvini. Afuna siyo
waphathaphatha ngomphunyuka. Akaphelele-ke umphu
nyuka bemphethe uma kungekho amafutha alenyamazane." 

"Pho," kubuza uQhathumunyu, "ukuba aningificanga 
ngiyiphethe beniyosebenza kanjani ?" 
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".,-\ \Vazi wena thina siyazi," kuphendula enye. 
"Yikho ngibuza ngoba angazi. Kepha ngiyathanda 

ukwazi." 
"Wena ungumuntu wencwadi. Uma ubhala incwacli 

uyazi ukuthi izohamba kanjani ukuyofika kude le lapho iya 
khona. Nathi sazile ukuthi siyophumelela kanjani." 

"Ngiyabona. Kodwa nazi kanjani ?" 
"Ngizokutsheia, mfana/' kukhuluma enye, "ngiyal;>ona 

ukuthi uyawuthanda lomsebenzi \Vethu. Kungathi kukhona 
abaphansi abafuna ukuqhuma kuwe. Uma siphuma ngomse
benzi siyaye siyibone indlela yethu ukuthi izoba njani. 
Siyizwa kubafana bocingo. Yibona abakubonile \yena ! 
ukuthi uwena ozositholisa lenyamaz::me. Uma sis~ka / \ 
lapha kuwe siyohlangana nomunye ozositholisa amafJtl¼Y, \ 
ephumalimi. Lowo-ke uvela kude." '---/ YJ 

"Kuba yisilwane sini-ke iphumalimi?" kubuza uQha- -
thumunyu. 

"Usemncane kakhulu ukwazi ngaleyo nyamazane. Asi
valelisi." 

Zesuka zangenela indlela ezihamba ngayo. Akhumbule 
umfana, abesememeza, 

"Anikanginiki belu leyo mali." 
"O, sondela ndodana sesikhohliwe. Uwena osenze saze 

sakhohlwa." 
Asondele nebala. Enye ibeke phansi umgodla, iwuqha

qhe, ikhiphe isikhwanyana phakathi. Phakathi kulesi
khwama kugcwele imali. Isikh\vama sona sesabamnyama 
insila. Kepha ngaphakathi sihlobile, nemali ephakathi 
iyabonakala ukuthi umfagolweni, isikoshimane, isibhaka
da, * tililam,.ru, unsumbuhvana nokunye kwezimadlana. 
Amehlo omfana \vesikole agijima, wabala izinhlamvu masi
nyane kodwa akazaziqeda. Y akhipha isibhakada yasifela 
ngamathe, yashaya isikhala sekhanda layo ngaso: yandukuni
ka umngani wayo, naye wenza njalo. Kwayima enikwa 
umfana. Naye akabanga esaba nemibuzo ethini, \Vasuke 
wathi: "Akuvaleliswa, akubongwa." Wafulathela. 

Imali ayithola ngezandla zakhe iyona eyayimembesa 
neyayimsiza kwezinye izindingo zasesikoleni. Uma isi-

,, Uhl::unvu loshelcni :ibahbnu. 



kole sivaliwe wayethola ithuba elihle kakhulu. Isikole 
naso sirnnike umsebenzi. Langalitluze umphathisikole 
wambuza urnfana ukuthi yini afuna ukuyoyifundela uma 
eseyiqedile inc\vadi yesishiyagalolunye. Waba lukhuni 
kakhulu lombuzo kurnfana. Ukuqhubekela phambili 
nemfundo yimali. "Imali indlela yokuya nakuba kukuphi 
ngaphandle kwaseZulwini." Imali wayengenayo. Phambili 
kumnyama. 

"Angazi ngoba imali anginayo." 
"Ukuba ubunayo ?" 
"Bengizolinga ukuyofundela ukulima." 
\Vathula umphathisikole akabasaya phambili. Akwaze 

kwazeka noma uyagculiswa impendulo noma akagculiswa. 
Ngonyaka angena ngawo eQhudeni uQhathumunyu, 

unyaka okwafika ngawo iqhude elisha elizophatha isikole. 
Lalivela phesheya eNgilandi. Kepha seliqede iminyaka 
esihlanu eRiphabhliki lapho lafika lafunclisa khona lapho 
lafunda isiBhunu khona. Lalibahleka othisha abang.:.saz1. 
Libuze ukuthi, "Une-minyaka emingaki ubudala bakho ?" 
Atbi uma ephendule wathi ama-25, bese li~hi, "Unem.int~k~ 
ema-2 5 dvfzansi-Afrika kodwa awukahvaz1 olunye lwezilimi 
zelizwe. .Akubudoda lobo." 

Yena ufeleba wanela wathatha izintambo, \Vakhwela imoto 
\Vaqonda ku1vionaameli wemfundo eyocela imvume. Wayi
thola kodwa kwafhiwa angabobaphoqa ngenkani abantw~a 
abangasifuni. Futhi abosifundisa ngesikhathi s_akhe es1-
ngekho ezinhleni zemi_sebenzi yesi~ole, noku~ uzoqala 
ngabafunda iBanga leS1h1anu neleS1thupha. C1she bonke 
abafana namantombazana bazinikela. Wabona umLungu 
ukutbi intsha ineso lobudoda, kodwa abaphathi sikhiye 
abavulile. 

Leli qhude aligcinanga ekubafundiseni isiB~ll:1u sodw~, 
labafundisa nezirnpawu zokukhuluma ngall":asay1ru. _Labaru
kela izirnpawu ezirnele onawaqa nonkam1sa. Lez1mpawu 
bazifunda ngokukhulu uk~shiseka abafana. Kuthe lapho 
sebefundile, wabahlola baphasa. Wabathatha _wabasa eNko
sini ukuba bayoyibonisa ukuthi sebayak\vaz1 ukukhu~u_m~ 
ngezindwangu. INkosi yakujabulela lokho. Yay1s1thi 
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abehlukaniswe izigaba ezintathu. Abanye bema kudana 
nayo. Abanye yabathumela ngap~e_shefa komfula kude. 
Abanye besithathu bema nayo. Yay1SJbaruka ~ayezo labo 
abemi nayo vat.hi abawuthumele kulabo abem1 ngaphesheya 
komfula. Bawemukela umlayezo abangaphesheya nabo 
bawedlulisela kulabo abakudebuduze neNkosi. Bona-ke 
base becula njengokusho komyalezo. INkosi yamangala. 
-{abuye yaphinda omunye. Nawo ba,vut...l-iatha mthwa~o u~~
la abafana. Yadela iNkosi yayisibanika izinkomo ezunb1li. 
Baphindela esikoleni. 

UQhathumunyu wayengomunye walabo ababemi ne-
Nkosi ngesikhathi inikeza imiyalezo. . 

Sebehamba bephindela esikoleni yaba namazw1 _eyawal~lrn: 
luma kubo bonke abafana. Yathi bakhula nJe kun1ng1 
abasazohlanaana nakho empilweni yabo. Mabakhule 
beqaphile. 

0

Okunye kuyoba kuhle, okunye ~uyoba kubi. 
Okunye kuyoba isilungu, okunye kuyoba 1rnvelo yabo. 
Bona-ke kuhle bazimisele ukuba bathathe okuhle nokuyoba 
nosizo kubo nasezweni lonke. Yathi, "Ezintweni zemvelo 
yesikini noma yesintu kukhona ezinhle, kukhona ezimbi. 
Nina khethani ezinhle. Esilungwini kukhona okuhle noku
bi. Nina khethani okuhle. Ukuthi lokhu kubi yinina enizozi
bonela; nokuthi lokhu kuhle yinina enizozibonela. Urn_a 
ningakwazi ukwehlukanisa okubi kokuhle, niyobe aru
fundiswanga. Umuntu ofundile ufanele ukucwenga okuhle 
kokubi. Ningakhohliswa ukuthi izinto zesilungu zinhle 
zonke; fut.hi ningakhohJiswa ukuthi izinto zesintu zinhle 
zonke. Nina-ke njengamaSwazi: yesabani uNkulunkulu, 
vazini uMswati, thandanani nabakini." Lapho kwaduma 
kubafana u"Bayede, wena waphakathi." 

No-amazwi eNkosi athi umuntu ofundile ufanele abo
zicw~no-a izinto. Noma ngezesintu noma ngezesilungu 
noma ~gezesiNdiya noma ngezani. Irnfundo enhle i_letha 
isimilo, iletha ukuziphatha kahle kanye • nenhlorupho. 
Imfundo encane ingushevu. Arnazwi ezazi lawo. 1-
mfunclo yebo ididiyela izinto ngezinto, iveza amasiko_ 
ngamasiko, izinkambiso ngezinkambiso engqondweni yo- • 
mfundi; angabe esazi ukuthi emuva kukuphi, phambili 
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kukuphi, _ ku!='e kude emuva kube kude phambili. U
muntu o±und1le ukubona kulichilo ukuyosebenza phakathi 
kwabantu bakubo abasephansi ngempucuko; akafanele 
ukuyosebenza emaphandleni ngaleyo mfundo yakhe; ufanele 
ayekosebenza k?ludumayo lapho naye ezobonwa ukuthi 
ukhona phaka_th1 kow~bo abafundile. Imfundo yempenseli 
nge}".empen_se11. Maymgaxutsh\va neyezandla. Impenseli 
:11_ayihla~e 1hlony\ve ngaphezulu kwendlebe ngaso sonke 
1s1kl1athi ukuze wonke ohlano-ana nave abone ukuthi 
isifundis\va lesi. Uma engawufholi um~ebenzi oqondene 
nemfundo yakhe edolobheni elikhulu okungcono angasale 
ethatha noma yi\vuphi umsebenzi angase ahlancrane nawo 
ukuze ahlale edolobheni ngoba kuyidolobha elikhombisa 
ukuthi usosibanibani uph ucukile noma ufundile. Iss.zi 
ngempela esingumliba weAfrika sathi: imfundo eyenza 
um untu aphelele "imfundo yomphefumulo, eyekhanda 
neyesandla." Ziningi izinto enizohlancrana nazo emfundwe-

. . b 
ru, ~noz1cwenga. Amaz\vi nemfundo isilinganiso soirnlin-
garusa lokho okuphambi bvakho,uthole kahle isisindo sako. 

'VIII 

UKhisimusi \Vesibili wamfumana ekhaya uQhathumunyu. 
Amakholwa ayeselidlanzana endaweni yaseLume. Inkolo 
kaK.restu yayisaqala. Kodwa ngosuku lukaKhisimusi 
abantu babenyathelana, babengangoZulu eshaya ingoma. 
Njengoba indlu yesonto yayisencane, kwakusontelwa nga
phandle, phansi komuthi. Isiklrnlu sendawo uMntanenkosi 
Gebhu, wacela bonke abantu bakwabo (abasibo abakhe, 
abakwabo) ukuthi ngalolusuku babohlaba, baye esontweni 
bayozwa amazwi eNkosi yamakhosi. Y ena kodwa waye
ngelona ikholwa. Naye luqobo wabakhona enkonzweni 
kaK.hisimusi. Futhi wabacela abantu babvabo ukuthi 
kuhle bonke babophatha imadlana yokunikela ngesikhathi 
senkongozelo. Futhi wabacela ukuthi indoda nendoda 
kuhle ik.hiphe imbuzi, yena uzokhipha inkomo, amakhosi
kazi, leyo naleyo, akhiphe izitshana zommbila; wathi aba
numzane abathile baboletha amagobongo otsh\vala. Kanti 
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njalo akagcinanga lapho, ngoKhisimusi kuphcla, owel\"kosi. 
UmFundisi wamnika insimu. \-Vathi leyo nsimu eyaseNdlu
nkulu; izolinywa ummemo oyokwenganyelwa induna 
yakhe. Ukudla okuyovun\va kuleyo nsimu okwaseNdlu
nkulu. UmFundisi lowo ngum...rit\vana waseNdlunkulu. 
Abantu beNkosi yamaSwazi neyaseZulwini abahambelc 
kwamFundisi bayophckelwa lokho kudla, kanti naye umFu
nclisi uyodla khona. Abantu babemlindela ngabomvu 
uKhisimusi esigodini saseLume. Abanye baze baqhamukc 
kwezinye izigodi. Kugidwe, kujatshulwe kube njeya. 
"Uzelwel" bamemeze. 

Emuva kukaKhisimusi uQhathumunyu wahambela lapho 
kuzalwa khona unina eyobona ugogo \Vakhe noyisemkhulu. 

"Ngizwa ukuthi wena usulahle abazali bakho wayohlala 
nabeLungu," kuphawula ikhehla elinguyisemkhulu. 

"Angibalahlile, mkhulu, ngibuthekile." 
"Ubutheke kuphi lokhu kawukho kwaZombode, awukho 

eZitheni, awukho eNsuka, awukho naseNibambang\ve? 
Ubutheke kuwuphi umphakathi ?" 

"Ngibutheke enhlonhleni yeNkosi." 
Ikhehla lalimthanda kakhulu umzukulu walo. Ezinsu

k\vini zalo Iona lalingesikhulu isilomo seNkosi; liliqhawe; 
liyingwazi. Lalikhulele eNkosini libuthekile. Liyingcweti 
enkulu kwezombucho. Umuntu owake wabutheka limbona 
behlangana endleleni, nongazange abutheke limbona behla
ngana endleleni. Uma kusebandla kuxoxwa noma ngabe 
kuthethwa icala noma kukhulunywa indaba ethile lalibabala 
ngemimve ukmhi lowaya wakhulela esilulwini, ngumbonge
ndlu; lo usihlalabafazini. Lo-ke indoda yebandla. Lisho 
libatshele emehlweni. Athi othi uvabhodla limtshele 
ekbaleni, "Uzokwenzani ungumfazi nje. • Uma uzizwa thatha 
ezakho. Ngingumgod' uyagcina." Umuntu owake wabu
theka uyahlonipha, uzibeke phansi enkulumeni nasezenzwc
ni, unobuchopho obubhadlile, akayena unompamlomo, 
unesimilo esihluzekile, uya yazi imithetho yezwe. Lambuza 
imibuzo eminingana umzukulu ngempilo yasembuthweni 
10\VO lapho ebutheke khona. Waliphendula umfana, 
ngoba naye wayevele azi mhlophe ukuthi uzodutshulwa 

55 



ngemibuzo. Lencb,\·a ikhehla ukuthi cha impda uyafundi
s,va umzukulu, kepha lasola ukuthi lombutho ungeke 
ubumele ubunzima bendlala. Ngc:ke uyihve impi. Izisu 
zabo ziyanwetshwa. Kuthiwa mabakhuluphale njenge
zingulube. \v'arnhlubulisa iyembe umfana wamfica ukuthi 
ugcwele. 

"Awu, uthi ijaha lombutho leli? Thina sasingeke sime
lane nento enje. Abantu ababenomk1rnba kwakuba abanta
benkosi. Nabo imikhaba yabo yabaqeda empini yase
:Mshada. Ababulawanga abeSuthu, kepha babulawa a
manoni abo. Nani niyoba njalo. Pho yona lenkosi ithi 
iyokwenzani ngezingulube ?" 

K wakusekwindla. Oma ma bethi nxa beyofula ba-
qhamuke ezinkalweni behlabe uhide. Kuyobabona kanye 
okungabafana ukuth.i nabo sebebuya. Kuzisondeze eduze 
nendlela abahamba ngayo kubaculele: 

"Khokhela, khokhela gijane, 
Lomgwajwan, ongendlela ,vawunyathela." 
Bakuphonse imfe, nommbila. Bese kuwuthatha kugijima 

kuqonda eziduluni okuzibasile kuyowosa. Kuwudle unga
kavuthwa nakahle. 

Umsindo mkhulu emasim.ini. Kuyalind,va. 
Izindlebe zabantu zihlala zivulekile, zilalele ongase 

amemeze. Akusesona isikhathi sempi. Kepha kuseyiso 
isikhath.i sezilwane eLume. Akukhona ehlanzeni. Kuse-
mngceleni walo. Isilwane singabonwa kuhlacshwa 
umkhosi, sikakwe s.ibulawe. 

UQhachumunyu noyisemkhulu bakha isibaya sezirnbuzi. 
Basiph.ica ngoph.ico. Ilanga selibange ngaphezu k\~amakha
nda. Libasile ngomlomo ikhehla ngoba phela lalingakhu
lum.i kwakungumsakazo. 

"Thula, mkhulul" 
"Yin.i ?" 
"Lalela." 
"In.i ?" 
"Uhlaba umkhosi, ngiyamzwa." 
Okhalweni olungasen.ingizimu iyadweba indoda nezinja, 

1yamemeza, 

"I-m·~rncla k-rol" 
"Izikhali zam.i. ·Phangisa mntanomntanam.i." 
\v'agijima ,vaqonda elawini. \Xlazicaphuna waphuma 

nazo. Amajozi amathathu kanye ne11duku yomnquma. 
"Umshiyelani undzangu ?" * 
"Naye uyamfuna ?" 
"11usa ubusabuza. Konakele lapho konakele khona." 
Uthe eqharnuka nondzangu urnfana ,vayesemi uyisemkhu-

lu. i\libanga lisachi vu ikhehla. Lathula njaio. UQha
thumunyu lamthela ngemikhonto em.ibili, labamba indlela. 
Naye akabasabuza mbuzc. \Xlalandela njengenja. Nezinja 
alizange libe lisazibiza. Kepha zasirnze zalandcla. Enyc 
yazo yezwakala seyihlaba umkhulungwane. Nezinye zasi
mze zazisukela ngokwazo zahlaba urnkhulungwane 
zalandela. Em.ihleni ziyayezitshakadule uma zibona ukmhi. 
sekuphethwe izinduku kuyozingehva. \v'athi uzama uku
likhulumisa uQhathumunyu ,vawukhuluma nomoya. 

Bathe beth.i qhamu babona amahele amadoda eyoshona 
k,vezinye izinkalo eziphambili. Lasho lavuma endala 
yezimpi ik.hehla lak\vaMaseko: 
A ,·vuk.hich.ika njani majaha, 
Awukh.ith.ika njan.i bo zinsiz,va, 
\Vebonkaba yashona. 
Thi.na si yakufa singaka yigwaz' eMshada 
Khichi, khith.i, mpongo. 

Layihuba waze walivumela nomzukulu. Lokhu ube
phethwe itwetwe, \Vezwa naye umfana esefikelwe isibindi. 
Ehla amaphaphu lokhu abesephakeme. Uthe ephonsa 
amehlo ngasernuva wabona umaiume wakhe eza ngelikhulu 
ijubane. Naye wanela wafika akazanakwa muntu. Wange
na engomeni wavumela uyise. 

Amahele aphambili aye angena emzini wendoda u1fasho
lovane Lukhele. \Vabona uPhundu ukuthi kulornuzi ilapha 
izophakwa khona yinduna. Bathe bethi bangena emagce
keni omuzi ka1fasholovane, wayeqhamuka ngasendlin.i 
uMasholovane. Amadoda ayesethule du. Izikhali ziphansi 
kwernilenze, zicwebezela. Waqala ukukhuluma uMasholo
vane. \Vath.i kubona lobo busuku kufike ibhubesi lagxurna 

* Inhlendla. 
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lahlala ngaphakathi kwcsibaya, lagaxela isithole lahamb 
naso. Kuthe lapho lisigaxela zadabula isibaya izinkomo 
zemuka. Kuze kube yilesikhathi azaziwa ukuthi ziphi. 
Akhuza umhlola amadoda. UPhundu yena wavela no-elo
kuthi, "A,vuyilandelanga ngani lembube ethethe ink°omo 
yakho na ?" 

"Ngesabile, ndoda." 
Ahleka amadoda. Kazahleka neze uPhundu, kodwa 

wabuza omunyc umbuzo: 
"Kawuhambanga ngani ukuyofuna izinkomo zakho ?" 
"Ngibone ukuthi okungcono mangihlabele amadoda 

umkhosi ayongifunisa." 
"Kawuphenduli Phundu," kuphawula enye indoda. 

"Ubuza ukuthi kawuyanga ngani ukuyofuna izinkomo 
zakho na ?" 

"Hayi, ngesabile. Hleze ngizithele phezu kwalo ibhubesi 
lingiklebhule." 

"Wesaba ukuklejuhva ibhubesi ?" 
"Kuliqiniso." 
"Suka lapha lelidubunga, leligwala. Lesilevu utshani. 

Awundoda yalutho. Uyindoda ngoba unomfazi. Kuthi 
angikuhlabe ngejozi manje." 

"Kahle Phundu!" kukhuza induna. "Ayisukume phansi!" 
Abahambanga indawo ende bafika lapho liyidlele khona 

inkomo. Abahambanga elide ibanga ukusuka lapho. Bathe 
bethi memfo. egqumeni balibona lizihambela ngaphesheya 
komfula ibhubesi la.nsondo. 

"Kungangembuzi kanti. Sizokuhlaba mathupha thina 
majaha," kusho enyey ezinsizwa. 

"Siyoyicela ivuthiwe," kusho uPhundu enganakile. 
Lasithela esigodini. Dukuduku kwezwakala isibhamu. 

Sakhuza kanye sathula. Yalumela indawo. Iminyovu 
isihlakaziwe. K wasiphuzela izinwele. 

"Qhathula!" 
"Mkhulu!" wasabela ngelivevezelayo umfana. 
"Uma ngisala, uzophindela ekhaya." 
Akabasaphendula umfana. Ngenye imini lei \'Vagiya 

~8 

uPhu_ndu. Kepha_ akekho owamvumela ngoba amadoda 
ayese1ulukc emanz1. Uthe ethi uthalaza umalume wakhe 
umfana_ akabesa_mbona, wayesesithele ngezihlahla kufunwa 
lapho rngase 1be ngakhona imbube. Kanti kufunwa 
ufumvayo. Eceleni, eduze nalapho kumi uQhathumunyu, 
lakhuza icha.laha. 

"Hawul hawu! ha,vul" 

1 

Y ap_hendula imbube. Y aphendula kwabac.da es1s\v1m 
KWatru mo. 

"11--HHHHH--·" 
Zasho kanyekanye izinia kwangathi zitshelene 
"Kl kl ' ' e- - e- kle-" 
K~~ba ukunyamalala kwazo. Zaye zavela emakhaya 

abaruruzo. 
Kwakungumzuzu omunye ongandile lo. Inja isilwane 

esinesibindi kabi. 
1:,el? dla.nzana elalihamba noPhundu lagcwala amagatsha 

erruthi. Abany~ babo bakhwela nemikhonto yabo, abanye 
yasala. ngaphans1, eyabanye yadilika isiphezulu. Akwa.zeki 
ukuthi abanye ab~bekude noPhundu bona benza njani 
kul~wo mzuzu onz1ma. UQhathumunyu, naye owayehamba 
noy1semkhulu, wazibona esehlezi phezulu egatsheni lomuthi. 
Wabona_ uyisemkhulu emi kuda.na nenye indoda. Yathi 
qhamu 1m~ube eduze noPhundu, nenye indoda. Ayaze 
y~banaka 1mbube yahamba phambi kwabo ngesikhulu 
1s1zotha. UPhundu wayethi usemi nendoda kanti usemi 
nomoya, ndoda ndini kudala wabaphezu kwesihlahla. 
Akabanga esabuza umfo kaMaseko wayiphonsa umkhonto 
owaye wema esiphangeni. Wazibongela, 
Phundu siyabheka, 
Sinamehlo eMangcamaneni, 
Sibheka ongaphansi 
Sibheke ongaphezulu." 
. Yayisimi phezu kwakhe imdabula ngamazipho na.ngama

z1nyo. Kodwa wayeyihlabe wayikhubaza impela. Umalu
me kaQhathumunyu wayengekho kulabo abasemagatsheni 
njengezinyoni. Wayesithele nabanye abathe ukuzwa uku
khuza kwebhubesi baphakamisa izinyawo baqonda khona, 
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kwayilowo wathi ngingase ngiyigwaze kuqala ngizibonge. 
Basho bawuzwa umbhongo webhubesi ukuthi sekonakele 
ukho1:a esel~mphet?e. Bagijima. Into eyathi ayibamis~ 
ukuthi bath1 beth1 qhamu babona abantu besemithini. 
N_okho abaze bema ngoba bayezwa ukuthi limphethe lowo 
e_limphethe. Bathe besamangaliswe ilenk.inga balibona 
linephuza umuntu, kwayilapho esememeza uPhundu. 

. "Niyabukela magwak ndini. Wafa Phundu siyabheka, 
Sinamehlo." 

"Wafa ubaba nikhwele phezulu emithini magwala ndini!" 
Kusho uCopholoza, indodana kaPhundu. Lokhu abekade 
ebambe umkhonto ngengalo yokuphonsa \Vawubuvisela 
kwesobunxele, wahosha induku \vayiphonsa emle~zeni 
wenye indoda esesihlahleni, wayifahlaza umlenze waba 
imvuthu. Ayibonanga isehla lapho yaze yayothwalwa. 
Wayedlula ngejubane eqonde bpho uyise eshikishwa imbu
be. Waye waziphonsa kuyo. \Vayigwaza embonjeni, 
isikhali sadabula umlomo kabili saphumela ngaphansi. 
Uthe ethi uyasihosha saqina. \Vayesekhona uQhathumuuyu, 
esehliswa umunyu kayisemkhulu, wa\vumbela emhlabanko
mo owakhe urnkhonto wazisho naye, 

"Qhaqhamba rnng01:neni 
Awuvuthwa wehlul' amalangabi." 

Izikhali ezalihlaba lapho zaba ziningi. Kepha alaze lafa. 
Alaze labe µsamluma urnngani walo ngoba umlomo usu
valwe isikhali. K waze kwaba isikhathi belidikadika. 
NoPhundu esehlezi nalo ede esho ethi, 

"Ligwazeni majaha. Wafa, 
Phundu siyabheka, 
Sinarnehlo eMangcamaneni." 

Ababekude babememeza umuntu \Veslbhamu owaye-
buqamama naye: 

"We Ve--ke. Baphela abantu benkosi. U--phi 
nesibha --mu?" 

Lalingasabhongi ibhubesi laselindindizela ok\vezulu elibi: 
Othi baphela abantu benkosi akasazenzi, kuyazisho ukuthi 
bayaphela. Selihleli phansi eduze nomngani walo uPhundu 
sivabheka. Nave uhlezi eduze nalo akasalinak.ile usebukela . ; 

Go 

amajaha elinikiza ngezikhali. Nalo kalisamnakile selilalele 
arnajozi angena. esikhumbeni salo. Ncrelikade wasondela 
O\vayephethe isibhamu. Wasikhulula. 

0

Lalah. 
Udubula ukudana nalo. Akuphelanga mizuzu eminingi 

waphangalala noPhundu. 
UQhathumunyu waEka selifile noyisemkhulu csefile . 

Yayimphethe ingebhe. 
"Ekabani imbube ?" Umbuzo owabuzwa. EkaPhundu 

oyihlabe amanxe~a ama~ili kuphela? EkaCopholoza? 
Elakhe lokuqala linye. K wasekulandela amanincri. Eka
Veke, oyilalise ngesibhamu? Ibingasafi nje. Okokuba aku
Ekanga yena abvazek.i ukuthi ibivozala nkomoni. 

"Eyami," kubanga uVeke eyihamba ncromlenze okuvi-
kh,~na k~kl:1?,mba ukuthi uyayibanga. 

0 

• • 

Eyakithi, kusho uCopholoza, naye eyibamba ngo
mkhono. 

UQhathumunyu akakhulumanga zwi kepha wabamba 
umkhonto wakhe ngesandla sokudla wathi uza kuwumbela 
kuVeke. 

"K hl h " k k' l a e, ms ana, -wa -.rnza uma ume wakhe. Nembala 
akabe esamgwaza. 

Isinqurno senduna nenxenye yamadoda asaze semukeleka 
kwabanye: . Uma inyamazane ibangwa ibuyela endlunkulu. 
Ithathwa 1S1khulu. Ibhubesi libuvela eNkosini. Lathwa
lwa. Ukuyofika eII1;2~ni weNkosi ·ilanga lonke nesiganyana 
kusukela ekuphumeru kwalo. . 

La_ph~ isikhi_pha esayo isinqumo iNkosi maqondana no
kuth1 elikabaru yachaza umehluko phakathi kwesibhamu 
nomkhonto. Yathi-isibh~rnu izulu. Sishaya siqede khona 
lapho. Umthetho ':vokuzrngela bayawazi, kuqhuba iNkosi. 
~nyam~zan~ _u?-gayihlaba kulesi sigodi kepha ingafi ize 
1yobaniwa 1zrnia zabanye abantu kwezinye izigodi. Kepha 
eyakho. Uzobelokhu umemeza njalo uthi "Ibo - mvu!" 
Uze uyofika lapho ifele khona. Kodwa mawazi ukuthi 
uyihlabe kuluphi uhlangothi, ngoba uma uke wathi "kwe
sokudla", kanti in:xeba lingakwesobun:xele uyemukwa. 
Ibhubesi elikaPhundu. 

"Zwakala 
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Copholoz' ibhubesi 
Emlonyeni ngejozi lakhe," sekusho iNkosi. 
INkosi yayisimnika izinkomo ezivisihlanu umufi. Kwavima 
ephindela emuva eyongcwaba u'yise uCopholoza. • 

IX 

Bahlohva abafundi. UQhathumunyu wahlolwa okoku
gcina encwadini yesishiy~.galolunye. • Banela baqeda bali
bhekisa emakubo. Imali yentombazana yomLungu ebikade 
imsiza nayo kwaba unyaka wayo wokugcina. \X'ayengazi 
ukuthi uma ephumelelc wolibhekisaphi. Indlela yokuqhu
bekela phambili yayingekho emqondwcni wakhe. Uku
qhubekela phambili nemfundo imali. Imali yayingekho. 
Akakabi naso isihlangu esikhombisa ukuthi \Vazi umsebi:~nzi 
othile. Uzobopha iC:'lnsi ahambe ebetha amaguma ngama
dolo efunana nomsebenzi. 

Kunjalo kulabo abaphuma ezikoleni bengakayitholi 
incwadi ethi bafundele umsebenzi othile nothile. Onavo 
uthi cngakaphumi esikoleni, engakaqedi, atshelwe uku;hi 
\Vena uyosebenza umsebenzi o\vufundele endaweni ethile. 
Imfundo iyamkhulula oyiphethe. Kwakumnyama phambili 
kumfo kaLubhede. Nokho akalilahlanga ithemba. \X'athi 
uzothi angasithola isitifiketi asisonge asifake ebhokisini, 
abese eqonda enduneni yesigodi sakubo, athi ayimuse e
sikhulwini, isikhulu simnike in::rnsa, inxusa limuse enkosini, 
enkosini embule ingubo angene. Uyocela ukuba asiselwe 
izinkabi; kanye namajok\ve azo, nekhuba. Abesekhonzela 
indawo enhle yokulima. Abeselima ngezindlela azifundile 
eQhudeni. Embe igolidc njengokusho komjalimane. 
.. Amagama alabo abaphumelele ekuhlohveni encwadini 
yesishiyagalolunye amenyezelwa kumaphephandaba esilu
ngu nawesintu. Aphuma ngesonto lokuqala kuNhlolanja. 
UQhathumunyu wayelindele kwamFundisi Vusumuzi: 
KwakungoLwesine evikini lokuqala lonyaka omusha. Ipos1 
lesikole ngalolo suku lalandwa nguye luqobo. Into yo
kugala umFundisi waqhagha iphephandaba lesilungu kuno-
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kuba aphenyisise izincwadi. Walisombulula waphenya 
amakhasi wa1 e wafika lapho kubhalwe ukuthi: ' 

University]. C. Res11/ts. 
"Sondela," kusho umFundisi. 
"Wasondela umfana, amaphaphu esephezulu. Uphe

thwe uvalo. \X'abona, 

LUBHEDE, Qhathumunyu Lufulwakhe. 

\X'agxuma waphonseka phandle wavobikela abano-ani 
bakhe. Kazi wayeyobabikela yini okokuba laling/kho 
elakhe igama ? 

Emuva kokujabula nabangane bakhe waphindela ku-
mFundisi. 

"Baba, ngijabule kakhulu ukuthi nami senginesitifiketi. ,, 
"N gi yaku bongela, rnmanam i." 
"Yebo, Baba." 
"Usuzokwenze njani-ke manje ngesitifiketi lesi ?" 
"Baba angazi." 
~eml?endulo y~mthokozisa umFundisi Vusumuzi, ya

mrnka 1themba elisha ngalornfana. Abesckhuluma ethi, 
. "Engithanda ukuba ukwazi, rnntanami, yilokhu: rnanje 

y1rna uqala ukungena ernfundweni. Imfundo ngempela 
1qala mhlazana uzalwa, iyogcina rnhlazana kuphurna 
umphefumulo. Irnfundo enhle, nenesithunzi vakhelwe 
phezu kwezinto ezintathu: YESABA UNKULUNKULU 

' KHONZAINKOSI, THANDA UMZALWANE. UNku-
lunkulu ukubheke ukuba umsebenzele. Abantu bakini 
babheke izinto ezinkulu kuwe. Babheke ukuholwa noku
borus\va izindlela zernpilo eziyizonazona. Zihloniphe wena. 
Usebenzise kahle irnfundo leyo encane osunikwe yona. 
Hamba-ke, mfana wami, uyosiza abantu bakini." Wamxha
wula. 
. Wabonga urnfana wavalelisa. Indlela yak.he eqonde kubo 
1dabula edolobheni. Emgwaqeni, phakathi e1fbabane, 
wahlangana nomunye wezisebenzi zasemahovisi emfundo 
wasemtshela ukuthi uzwe ukuthi urviongameli wemfund~ 
uyamfuna. • 
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"Pho, okokuba a\vuhlangananga nami lapha emgwa
• )" 

qeru • · k hi . k h. k f Ak • "No-ikwaz1sa u ·ut ng1z\ve u ·ut 1 uya ·u una. ·ang1-
o • k - " thumano-a uk.uba ng1yo ·ui:una. 

0 N b "f 1 • )" "Ngiyezwa. 1 ga e ung1 une am. 
"Nami angazi. Uma uthanda ukwazi qonda khona eho-

visi lakhe." 
"Ngihole." 
Bano-ena ehovisi bamfica umnumzane. Indoda esuble 

yawushiya urrihlaba, umd<?ndoshiya. . Izinwele zayo zi
qhakazile; ik~~luma ngel:hlab_ayo, 1khulumela p~ezulu 
kube sengath1 1yacula. Isrnemrn>'.aka ~1:gamashuIT1:1 ama
bili neminyab. emine yafika kuleli hov1s1. Abaya_z1 ka~le 
bathi kuyo yonke leminyaka yahleka kar:ye v_o. : ay1gul~ ~e
le esibhedlela. K \Yath.i lapho umong1kaz1 ey1lethela 1t~ye 
ekuseni yamamathcka. \"van~la walibeka eduze lelo t1ye 
wagijima wayobikela umphath1 wabo. Lokho kumamathe
ka kwaze kwabik\va nakumaphephandaba. Naye uQh~
thumum·u wayekwazi lokho. \Vayeseke wambona karu
ngana e·zikole~ ayekad~ efunda kuzo. War..ela wangena 
wabingelela. Naye wabrngelelwa. 

"Lona," kukhuluma umabhalane, "nguye uQhathumu-
nyu. Lubhede." 

"L bh d ;." u e e. d .,, 
"Yebo, mnumzane, obekade efunda uJ.~- eQhu e~~ 
"1fanje sengiyakhumbula. Hlala phans1 Lubhede. 
Abonge, ahlale. . . ,, 
"Ubusutholile ukuthi ng1yakufuna? 
"Qha, mnumzana. Yima ngizV:'~, ngaye u John lo. 

Ngihlangane naye laph~ya em~waqeru. 
U John wasengenisa 1ncwadi equkethe ~magama abafana 

baseQhudeni abaphumelele ku].C. \Vay1thacha uMonga
meli wayibuk.isisa; \Vasekhuluma, 

"Qhathumunyu Lufulwakhe Lubhede. Nguwena kambe 

lowo ?" . . ,, 
"Y ebo mnumzane, y1mrna. . . 
Lokhu,ubekhuluma ngesiSwzai, wasilahl~ m~nJe. Wange-

na olimini lwakhe ngoba usengena emthan1en1 wendaba. 
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"Engikufunela khona yilokhu; into yokuqala ngiyaku
halalisela empumelelweni yakho ekuhlolweni kulencwadi." 

Abonge umfana. 
"Okwesibili, umphathisikole saseQhudeni ungitshelile 

kabanzi ngawe. Uthe awunawo amandla - imali -
ukuze uqhube isifiso sakho. Wangitshela ukuthi ufisa 
ukuyothola imfundo ephakeme kwezolimo. Ngiyathokoza 
ukuzwa umfaoa ongangawe ukuthi unalowo mqondo. 
Angithi kunjalo ?" 

"Y ebo, kunjalo, mnumzaoe." 
"Yebo-ke. Ngikucelele imali ethile kuNobhala wakwa

Hulumeni. Ngabaoenhlanhla wanginika. Ngizokuthu
mela ngayo ekholiji elifundisa ukulima nokuphath,va 
k\vezilwaoe. Uma uyemukela lemali, isivumehvano sizoba 
ukuthi uyochi ungaqeda imfundo le ubusubuya uzosebenza 
phansi kukaHulumeoi iminyaka eyisihlanu. Uma leminyaka 
emisiwe isiphelile usuogayosebenza lapho uzibonela khona 
uma ufisa. Imali ozoyinikezwa izoba ama-R120. 
Kuyolungiswa usuqedile ukufunda ukuth.i uyoyibuyisa 
ngayiph.i indlela. Uyonik\va ithuba lokude ukhipha 
kancane, kancane ngenyanga. Angith.i uzwa kah.le ?" 

\Vaphendula ngokuthi uzwa kahle. UMongameli wabuza 
futhi ukuth.i uyayemukela yini leyo mali anikezwa yooa. 
\Vavuma. 

"Kulungile. Sizokuthumela esikoleni eNdakane. Isi
kole engisaziyo leso. Ngiyazi ukuthi ngikuthumela embi
zeni; kubaswa ngaphansi, kuvalwe ngaphezulu. Ngiye
themba awuyikubaleka lapho uzwa ubunzima bomsebenzi." 

\'v'ah.leka uQhathumunyu, ekitazwa ukuthi yena angase 
axoshwe umsebenzi. 

"Ngisazoke ngishaye ucingo lokukucelela indawo, ngoba 
izikole zivulwa ngoLwesibili oluzayo. Awobuya kusasa 
ekuseni uzozwa ngempendulo. Uma singaphumeleli lapho, 
sesiyozama kwenye indawo. Nokho usuyozwa khona kusa
sa. Hamba kah.le." 



Kwathi kuvulwa amahovisi \vayesemi egcekeni umfo 
kaLubhede. \Vathi ukuba angene ehovisi uMongameli 
wathi akangeniswe umfana. \v'angeniswa. Wandukutshe
lwa ngempendulo yocingo: "Siphumelele." Wanikezwa 
amaphepha esivumelwano ukuba awasayine. Usuku kwa
kuwuLwesihlanu. Kwathiwa uyokhwela ibhasi ngoMso
mbuluko olandelayo. 

Kusukela ngoLwesihlanu ntambama izuiu iana imvuia 
enkulu. Layithela bvaze bvayiSonto ntarnbarna. 

Kukhona isiziba esiseduze nomuzi wasdvlbabane. Igama 
laso urvfantsholo. Sime ogwini lweMbuluzi eMnyama. 
Amanzi aso awahambi. Kukhona nemisele eyembiwa 
kudala kuzanywa ukudonsa amanzi aso. Leyo misele 
ayizano-e imo-elezise uMantsholo. Kuthiwa isiziba sakwa-0 b K k hi J\1.nisi esasibeka amakhosi akhona endulo. , wa ·ut nxa ' . . amakhosana ebanga ubukhos1, ebugaqele, athathwe as1we 
kusona. Angeniswe phakathi emanzini nomlilo uvutha. 
Ashone phansi. Kothi okunguyena ovunywa)'.o _aphume 
nowakhe usavutha. Owaliwayo aphume usuc1rn1le owa
k.he. Unqamuke khona lapho umbango. Uma uke. wa
phonsa itshe kulesiziba lina kudabuke ama\ya ezrnr~
beni. Kuwo lawo malanga abeLungu abathize baphi~ 
kisana. Omunye wathi uthanda ukubona ngan:iehlo ukuth1 
nabala lino-ana yini uma ejikijele isiziba les1. . ~munye 
wathi liyokuna imvula embi, eyingozi. Baphikisana-ke. 
Baze babekelana imali. Nempela baqonda kuso. Wathatha 
itshe \Valisho phakathi kuMantsholo. Kuthiwa akabonaze 
abesayithola leyomali abhej~ ngaY?· Lana ~wadabuka 
izindonga, kwavela amawa e_zlilta~eru, k:vadabuka amabhu-
loho, kwemuka izikebhe em1fuleru kwanJeya. . 

No-eSonto uQhathumunyu wavalelisa abazali _bakh~. 
0 1 hi • d k nhle io-awulwa ezizweru Uyise wajabu a wat in u u e o • 

W h libdyile umfana. Wathi engena dvlbabane ap uma • ·ru1 1 
wayesemanzi nte. Wayehamba ehlamba 1m1 a egcwe e'. 

· · ·nhl b. Athi angafika emfuleni kwaz1se ukuthi wayey1 am 1. . . ul 
ogcwele-noma no-abe sewugola 1zmtethe-akhum e 
izembatho azifake e°bhokisini, abesengena. Ahlambe nnhgr 
. . .6 b "bhoki·s1• Angenele ngase a srnye, esrnye s1 am e 1 • 
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kwezibuko enzele ukuthi ayophuma khona ezibukweni 
khona ezok.wazi ukukhuphuka. 

K wasa ngoMsombuluko libalele nasebukhweni bezinja. 
Ngehora leshumi emini, abazokhwela ibhasi babuthana 
esiteshini, lapho batshelwa ukuthi ayikho ibhasi evela 
kwaManzini eya eBhilithi. Ibhuloho elisoSushwana Jidi
likile. Bazolindela ibhasi eqhamuka eBhilithi, ezofika ngeho
ra iesine ntambarna. I yona ezophindela eBhilithi ngoba 
nayo ingeke ifike kwaManzini. 

Nempela yaqhamuka ngaye u-4. Y edlula yayokuma kho
na oSushwana lapho abantu babehlanjiswa ngezikebhe. 
Neposi nezimpahla kwakhwezwa kanjalo. Ngo-7 kusihlwa 
yarheleka isiphindela enkangaJa. 

Phakathi ebhasini kwakugcwele amajoyina, avela e
Siteki nakwaNomahasha, ayosebenza e J ozi. Awuyizwa 
indleJa uma uhamba namajoyina. Kepha kudingeka ube 
owejwayele. Uma ungakawejwayeli ungeke ulukhohlwe 
usuku olubi. Uma uyokwehla eBhilithi uyavuthwa lushu. 
Akushuka ngomlomo uze uthi nse. Phakathi kwakukhona 
intombazana. _;\yiphatha ngomlomo, yathukuthela yaze 
yabiloza, kwathi ayiqhume. Elinye ijoyina lezwakala se
lithi, 

"Ikhafulele esifubeni khona izobhodla inhliziyo." 
Intombazana yabantu ingazi nayo ukuthi kanti 1s1yazi

khulula, yaphubuka yahleka. Kwaba ukuwanqoba kwayo 
lokho. Aqala ayikhulumisa kahle. Ayipha imiphako 
ya\V0. 

Ayihlalanga isikhathi eside ibhasi esiteshini eMbabane. 
Wakhwela umhambisi wayo insizwa yeBhunu, kodwa ngo
kuzalwa eyakwaNgwane. IsiSwazi isikhipha ngarnakhala. 
Isho nokusho ithi, 

"Ulimi Iwami lwasekhaya isiBhunu, ohvesibili lwasekhaya 
isiSwazi." 

Wayithinta ibhasi, yamvumela. Irhe nxa idlula umngcele~ 
washintsha umholeli womuntu, kwangena owomLungu. 
Waphonsa amehlo ngasemuva uQhathumunyu wabona ku
bhalwe epulangweni SWAZILAND. Umholeli \v'eSwazi 
wasala khona lapho, walindela ukukhwela ngakusasa. 
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Yesuka_ lap ho yagijima emagcekeni asenkangala. Y edlula 
Etsherulembube, yangena emahlathini eFulak.ifanteni. Za
sho izinsizwa phakathi zathi: 

"Fiyo-fiyo-fiyo-fiyo, 
"Shayela \Vili liyakushiya ilanga." 
Kwanga iyezwa nebhasi, yaguqula amaphimbo. 
Alalele umhambisi; ezwe sezishaya ingoma yazo enkulu, 

e-,.,da1a e-"aq,,ni,ua ,,Jo,:,q,:,r1"'1b') 1· Toz1· · 
'-'A.J. ,J.. ....... ) '-4,,1..1.,J '" u. - - ... ~ - J • 

Yekh,vela seklnvele Nomajoyina siy'cGoli! 
Akulalwa. 
EGoli, siyahlupheka, 
Laph'izingada zibal'amafidi. 
Akulalwa. 
Lapha bakhona bangani bethu, basemankenteni 

kuyesabeka. 
Akulalwa. 

Yavungama ibhasi phezu komg,vaqo. Zavungama 
izinsizwa phezulu ebhasini. Nomhambisi ,vebhasi wazi
zwa eseyiv--ungama naye. NoQhathumunyu yaze yamngena 
egaz1ru. 

EBhilithi yangena phakathi kwamabili. 
"Wena uya eNatali ?" kubuza iphoyisa lakwaloliwe. 
"Yebo," kuphendula uQhathumunyu. 
"Inhlupheko inkulu. Ibhuloho lesitimela elisei\{khon~~ 

likhukhulwe ngamanzi. Sizwa ukuthi nina ngapha ngakiD: 
niphonse amatshe esizibeni esihlonishwayo. N1kwenzeleru 
lokho ?" 

Akazawuphendula umbuzo ngesiziba umfana ngoba 
wayengakezwa lutho ngalokho. Kepha wabuza ngalokho 
okuqondene nohambo lwakhe. 

"Asinakusithola isitimela esibheka khona kusasa ?" 
"Sivobakhona esivosuka lapha ekuseni njengasemihleni. 

Keph; angazi phambili ukuthi ~uyo~swa kanjani.':, 
"Piet Retie£ lapha," kumemeza 1phoy1sa lomuntu. Zonke 
phansi." . . . 

Kwaba ubugwaqagwaqa bamabhokis1 nem1thw~lo ngoba 
abantu babengazelele. Behla bonke. Bakhon1wa ema
bhasini ayesemi, eseduma esebalindele. Aphuma alande-
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lana. Ayengamashumi amane nemivo. Adonsa kwasenga
thi abuyela eSwazini. 

Isitimela esasivela eNatali sasilindele e1-Iolimani. Naso 
basifica sesishisa, sesibalindele. Babizwa phezulu. 

Ilanga lase libantu bahle. Sadonsa, sajikijela phansi 
k\vezimaba zaseDumbe, sagudla ezaseZungeni, sashunqa 
salibhekisa phansi kwezase.Hlobane, sayoqhamuka eFilidi. 
Sadlula efilidi sayongena eDanrli. Sadlula nakhona sa
donsadonsa sangena eGilonko. Sathi sithi nsi yayisimi 
kudala inyelenyele evela eGoli. \Vakhwela eseqonde 
eMgungundlovu. 

"Pietermaritzburg!" kumemeza izwi ngaphandle. 
"Ngwane," kusho omunye umfana osesitimeleni, "asehle. 

SekuseMgungundlovu lapha." 
\Vayiqukula impahla yakhe uQhathumunyu, wehla. 

Walandela abanye abantu abehla kuleso sitimela. Bangena 
emgodini bayophumela eduze nendlwana yokulindela. 

K wase kuqhamuka ichekisi. 
"Ndakane!" Kumemeza umninithekisi. 
Abafana, noQhathumt:.nyu, babizwa phakathi. 
INdakane isikole esifundisa abantu ezolimo nokuphatha 

kahle imfuyo. Sakhonzelwa lenkolo ebukhosini bakwaZu
lu. Sanikwa. K wase kubasewfakholweni. Abantu abakhile 
lapho amakholwa. UmFund.isi obekwe isonto lapho yisona 
sikhulu samakholwa. Athela ngaye. 

Abantu abakhile ingxubevange, kepha bonke bangama
kholwa. Iningi labo uZulu, ingcosana abeSuthu nemitho
nselana yamaSwazi. AmaSwazi wona afika ngesikhathi 
sempi yamaNgisi namaBhunu. 

"Yikhona-ke eNdakane lapha," kusho omunye wabafana 
abakh\vele imoto, esho kuQhathumunyu. "Ubobabona 
abafana bangakudaki." 

Akubanga eside isikhathi efikile, yakhala insimbi ethi 
sesiqalile isikole. Abafundi bema umugqa. Kwaqhamuka 
uMfundisi uNxumalo. Akululaka iva. Walwa impi 
yamaJalimane namaNgisi ka-r9r4. Abafundi bamesabisa 
okwenyoka. Wakhuza indesheni kwathula tu. Wababuka 
phansi phezulu ehla nomugqa. Uthe nxa efika ekugcineni 
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kwawo wakhuza uhvayitheni! Zaphenduka izinsizwa. 
Ak~b?na aba?twana phela abasatotobiswayo. Zik.hweqe 
zezrnslZ\Va lez1. Zaphenduka. Wakhuza 'ufowad.i mashi.' 
Zaphonsa unyawo lobunxele phambili kanyekanye kwase
ngathi zihanjiswa umshini. Bangena eholweni yekholiji. 
Abafundisi sebeme endaweni ephakeme, bakake umfundisi 
omkhulu, umnumzana Benzeni Zulu. Omunye futhi 
wathandaza. Omunye wesithathu wafunda amazwana 
encwadini enkulu arhi, 

"Ukuqala kokuhlakanipha kungukumesaba uSimakade, 
nokwazi okuyingcwele kungukuqonda." 

"Nibuthene lapha," sekukhuluma uZulu, "ukuzofuna 
ukuhlakanipha, imfihlo ngolwazi lwempilo yemfuyo no
lwazi lomhlaba." 

Wandukubafundela imithetho yekholiji ~bafanelwe uku-
y1gC1Da. 

Baphuma bayongena ezindlini zokufundela. Bangena 
ngezigaba zabo zokufika-abasha, abaneminyaka emibili, 
emithathu. Babhalisa amagama abo. Kwaphela lokho 
batshelwa ngezik.hathi zokufunda ezindlini nangaphandle. 
K\vaphela lokho, kwathiwa abaphume kulungiswe imi
sebenzi ethile yario-aphandle. Baqonda ezinkanjini zezinko-o . 
mo ukuyozahlukanisa. \'v'ayengazange azibone ezrnye ze-
zinkomo uQhathumunyu. \Vabamba ongaphansi ebona 
ezobisi, amajezi, amafilizi; amabele kungathi izimbiza 
zotshwala. Wabona ezenyama, izinzima, izimpemv7.l, 
nezibubende. Zikhuluphele! Izingulube. Bedlule lapho 
bayongena enkanjim yezim~- Nazo. _zazikhul~phele 
zitanasa, zikhuluphaliswe ngez1gaba zazo-12rmvukaz1, ama
xhukazi, izinqama namahamula. Lolu uhlobo loboya, lolu 
olwenyama. Babuye baye ezibayeni zezingulube. Abone 
ofeleba bezinkunzi, ezinkulukazi, ezingamudla nomnt\vana. 
Basondele emahokweni ezinkukhu. Nakhona wabona 
ezamaqanda, ezenyama, ezinika inyama namaqanda; ezi
bomvu, ezimnyama, ezezimpangele, ezinamabala, kuya-
bhuza nje. __ . 

Ngesikhathi behamba nezinkambu wabon~ 1:71_121 rabantu 
eyakhe khona, eMakholweni. Eyakubo 1m121 rrukhulu, 
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izindlu zayo amaqhugwane athandwe ngokukhulu ukucole
ka. Izindlu zinamaguma. Kukhona izibaya ezinkulu. 
Kepha Japha kukwandlunganye. Izindlu zakhona orontabu
li abanamafasitela angangeso lenyoni. 

Ekuqaleni konyaka ikholiji lalikhetha umfana ezifikini 
ozoba ngomunye wabathathu okuyibona beyibhuloho 
phakathi kwabafundi nomphathi-kholiji. Leso sifiki esi
khethwayo ngonyaka wokuqala siba induna yesibili, kuthi 
Ggonyaka ',Vokugcina sibe induna yokuqala enkulu. Isi
fiki sasikhethwa nguye umphathi-kholiji esizana nomphathi
malawu. Kwakuphenyisiswa imibiko evezwa izincwadi 
ezivela ezikoleni lapho beve1a khona abafundi labo. Leya 
n:iibiko yayithunyelwa kumphathi-kholiji ngabaphathi
z1kole lapho kuvela khona abafundi; inikezwe ngasese. 
Kuyothi abafundi bese bezikhethela omunve umfana aba
mthandayo ukuba naye abe ngomunye waiabo abathathu. 
Izinduna lezo zazaziwa ngokuthi: "abakhulu abathathu." 
Kulowonyaka inkatho yadla uQhathumunvu. 

"Nguye-ke lo," kukhuluma inhloko yekholiji, "ozongeni
swa ebandleni labathathu. Nginethemba lokuthi nizomla
lela, nim.hloniphe, nimsize, njengoba nenza kwabanye. 
Ophika lo uphika mina." 

Zagcwala amehlo zazezehla kuQhathumunyu. Wasi-
khumbula isisho esithi: ukubekwa esikhundleni uku
bulawa. Iningi labantu lithatha izikhundla ngendluzula 
noma ngobuchakide. Into yokwebiwa ayinaso isithelo esi
hle, iyavuza ngaphansi. Nesikhundla esithethwe ngendlu
zula noma ngobuchakide asinanhlanhla, asichumi. lningi 
labanjalo liyehluleka, abanye bawe sebelichilo elibi, abanye 
baziphanyeke. Yikho okukhalisa uQhathumunyu. 

"Ukhaliswa ubumnand.i besikhundla," kuphawula esinye 
isixhwanguxhwangu somfundi. 

Ikholiji laseNdakane laliyithanda kakhulu imidlalo, phezu 
kwemfundo enhle eliyinikeza abafund.i. Lalinabadlali 
abadumile bebhola, nabesibhakela, nabethenisi, nabejubane. 
Kanti nasemfundweni belu likhipha izingqweqwe. 

Phakathi nalowo nyaka ikholiji lake laqhathwa nabagijimi 
abamhlophe, ababevela phesheya, ababevakashele kulo leli 
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l~Mzansi-_.Afrika __ :3-kuzoqhudelana nezikole zabamhlophe 
Umphathi-kboli11 wacela ukuba kebazoqhudelana na
bafana bakhe. Abagijimi banamasu okudlala. Umphathi
kholiji \Vayengabhek.anga ukuthi abafana bakhe bazonqoba. 
Kepha \Vayephethwe umoya \Vobudlali, \Vokuthatha amasu 
abagijimi abadumile. 

Ngalolo suku lalibalcle nasebukhweni bezinja. Umoya 
umnandi. Ude uphe'.Jhetha kancane uqonde ukupholisa 
imizimba eshisayo yabadlali. Izulu kulobo busuku 
lalithe fa fa. 

K\vakubuthene izibukeli ezimhlophe nezinsundu, 21-
zobona ukuthi kazi ivozala nkomoni. 

Zadumelana izingqungqulu. Baluthatha ubhedu abe
Luno-u kumncimiswano weban2:a lamavacli ali-100. Balutha-o ~ ; 
tha futhi kumncintis\Vano webanga lamayadi angu-22~. 
Izinkwa zaminvana embizeni emncimis\vaneni wamavadi 
angu-440. Ow.abambana nomgijimi omhlophe bvab.1~gu
mfana wase11achunwini \Yase1\-Itshezi. Lokhu ithemba 
lase lilahlekile labuye labuya. Abafundi babengaphindi. 
Babehlelwe ngokuthi yilowo nalowo uyogijima kanye. 

K\vad1J.nyehvana kumayadi angu-880. Umfana wakwa
:i\{phemba wabambana nomgijimi womLungu kusukwa 
emgqeni ,vaye ,vangena emgqeni wokugcina. 

UQhathumunyu \vayek.hethehve ibanga elide. Wayele
jwayele ek.haya lapho kuba nomgijimo njalo wamajaha 
ebusika kwaManzini. Naye wayeyingijimi. Kepha aka
bonaze alukhob.ve usuku m.hlazane enqotshwa ijaha lama
hiya. \Xlabona kamuva ukuthi wayeqale kabi \'v'aqala 
kabi wagcina kabi. 

Kwasekusele umncintiswano munye zwi. Futhi lowo 
wawunewozawoza. Kuzogijinywa amamayela amabili. 

Waqhashisa okwen.hlamvu umfo ~a~~b~ede. \YI_~' 
wayithinta lapho ingaphath\va khona_ mg1ptn1 yomNg1s1. 
Yashaya amaqakala okwentondolo, 1washayela. phezulu. 
UQhathumunyu wayibona isivela ngesifuba ece~em ~\:7ak~e. 
Zaphothana phezulu. Izinkwa zaminyana_ emb1zeru; 1mb1za 
yavalwa ngaphezulu yabaselwa ngaphan~1. Umugqa wo
kugcina wawusulibangana lokuphonsa 1tshe. Zasukuma 
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izibukeli zema ngezinya\vo. Bambiza owabo. 
"Qhaqhamba .rvingoma! 
"Waqhatha, \Vaqhatha, waqhatha." 
Umsindo ezibukelini usuqhumisa izindlebe. \'v'adubula 

~anye, kabili, umfo kaLubhede, wayidudula ngesifuba 
rntambo. K wadurna elikhulu ihlornbe ezibukelini. 

Omunye O\Vakhuluma lapho sekunikezwa imiklomelo 
bvaba yiyo leyo ngijimi eyac1hudelana noQhathurnunyu. 
Yambonga ngamazwi amahle obudlali. Yambono-a no-0-R.2. 

"Ngithasisela ngo-R2," kumemeza enye eyath~rh/ ubhe
du komunye umncintis\, 0ano. 

Enye yabeka R2 futhi. Uthe lapho esekhuluma uMonga
rneli wabagijimi wathi uzake abonane nebandla labagijimi 
abamhlophe ukurhi kungenzeke yini ukuthi uQhathumunyu 
ake a?ogijima phesheya eNgilandi. Bona bangamthwala 
ngend1za, babuye bambuyise ngayo. \Vagcina ngoku
mklomela ngo-R50. \v'andukumupha R4. 

~munye owambongela kwaba ngumngani \Vakhe, u
mtana womSuthu, wakwa:i\fatshu, uMahaheng. Babelala 
cduze nomunve. Kwakuthi sebesemibhedeni baxoxe 
ngezobusha. Omunye axoxe ezakubo nomunye ezakubo. 
Ulimi ababekhuluma ngalo isiNgisi ngoba phela omunye 
nomunye wayengalwazi ulimi lomunye. 

"Ngiya\vabonga amazwi akho, 1fahaheng, umorni ka
wuna\vo." Kukhuluma uQhathumunyu, ephenduphenduka 
ecansini lakhe, ek.hahlela umoya. 

Baxoxa baze behlulwa ubuthongo. UQhathumunyu 
waphupha sekuhlezi uyisemkhulu, uPhundu, eceleni kwa
khe. Limbuka ikhehla limamatheka. Kodwa alaze lathi vu. 
Lithe lisuka lalimnika undzangu. Uthe lapho embuka 
!ondzangu wambona ukuthi ngulowo elagwaza ngawo 
1mbube. Lamkhomba phesheya okhalweni. Uthe nxa 
ebukisisa wabona intombazana izihambela ingamnakile. 
Yasondela yaze yafika kuye. Iche nxa ifika kuye yema isi
mbona. Waphaphama. Kepha isimo sentombazana sema 
emqond:veni wakhe. Asaze sanyamalala njengamaphupho 
onke. \'v'akhathazeka ngalentombazana waze wasizwa uku
zunywa ubuthongo. Uthe esebuya ephaphama akabasayi-
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cabanga. \Vayikhohlwa njalo. 
Wanela wavuka waqonda kumphathi-mala\VU ukuyocela 

imvume yokuya eMgungundlovu. 
Ithe ikhala insimbi ka-9 ekuseni wayesemi emnyanc--o 

ePosini. Wacela ibhuku lokulondoloza imali. Waligc\\;a
lisa, wabanika kanye no R30. Wacela ipheshana lokuthume
la imali elithiwa i-"money order". \Valigcwalisa, waban.ika 
kanye no R30. \X'aphuma. 

Uthe lapho eseyongena ekholiji waphambana nomfana 
osiza umpheki ophekela abafundi. Babingelelana. Kodwa 
umfana yena wamshalazela, akaze ath2.nda ukuba amehlo 
akhe ahlangane nawakaQhathumunyu. 

"Kwenze njani, wethu, wahushuzela nje ?" 
"Lutho," washo eyosithela ngemithi umfana. 
Wema uQhathumunyu. Yathi enye akamlandele, yala 

enye. Wamangala ukuthi yini edala lokho. Uyamazi lomfa
na, akawona umnyemu. Kazi unani namuhla. 

Wangena ekholiji ngesikhathi abathi abadala 'isikhathi 
esibi endodeni.' Uma ufika ngaso uyalilelwa, kuthiwe 
a\vuzalwanga indoda; uyofica impi ilwa; noma ufice inswe
laboya igunya umuntu. Wahla]a phansi wazitika. \Vathi 
zimbiwe insele. Kodwa inhliziyo yak.he yacabanga njalo 
ngokushalaza komsizi \•mmpheki. 

Wanela waqeda, waphurna waqonda elawini. Uthe enge
na wakhangwa ukuthi ibhok.isi lakhe ligudluk.isiwe, labhe
kiswa kwenye indawo. Wayenendledlana ethile yokubeka 
izimpahla zakhe ukuze asheshe abone ukuthi kukhona 
isandla esiziphathile. Walifica kepha likhiyiwe kahle. Ko
dwa akazakholwa. Waphumputha isikhiye. Wavula. Ezi
nye izimpahla zakhe azisekho. Kuphume ibhulukwe neye
mbe nebhantshi. Pho ziphume kanjani? Inkinga. 

Waphuma wayobikela urnphathi-malawu. Wayibeka 
yonke indaba kanye nensolo yak.he. Wasecela ukuba 
avunyelwe alandele lowo mfana kubo. 

"Imvume yokuphuma emingceleni yasekholiji isezandleni 
zomphathi-kholiji," kusho umphathi-malawu. 

Urnphathi-kholiji wayengek.ho. Waze wafika ngo
kuhlwa. Yaphakwa ukuyovimbezela uSithela kubo. Ku-
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ngahlwa kwenile. Bathe bengena lapho becabanga ukuthi 
angase abekhona \Yaphuma ngomunye umnyango. Baya
phurna sebehamba, umi phandle uyabak.lolodela. Aka
bonaze abesangena endlin.i. \X'aze waqeda eNdakane 
uQhathumunyu eyilokhu asithela njalo uSithela. Wasithela 
~eza~bath<;> _kanye nemali engu-R1.87. Kwasinda kuphela 
1mali eyay1S1sebhange kanye neyayisisendleleni ilibangise 
kwaNgwane. 

XI 

AbeL~gu banesisho esithi: "Akukho moya ophephetha 
ungenzeli noyedwa ubuhle." Nxa besichaza bathi: uma 
wena uwiswa ibhayisikili lakho likulimaze, nalo lilimale, 
wena uda-~mka kabi; kepha udokotela uyacula ngoba ethole 
umsebenz1, nomkhandi wamabhayisikili uyajabula 
ngoba naye ezothola umsebenzi. Kunjalo norna kulwa izi
zwe. Lezi ezingalwi ziyathokoza ngoba zizothumela 
1zmto ezizodingwa yilabo abalwayo, zibathengisele nga
manani aphezulu. 

ArnaBhunu namaNgisi ake athathelana izikhali athana 
q_hwa qhwa qhwa. Ajikijelana ngawombayimbayi nange
z1bharnu, abambana nangamabhayinede kwawa izinsizwa 
nhlangothi zombili. Izikhali abuye azibeka phansi, a
xhawulana, axolelana, abuyisa ugologo aphuzisana, acobele
lana izinqawe abhemisana, aganiselana; amasotsha abangaba
lingani; akhisana abangabakhelwana; bonke basebezibiza 
ngokuthi bangabaseMzansi-Afrika. 

IBhunu elaliyisicebi kwathi lisekarnu lawo lezwa seli
bizwa ethendeni lomhloli wernpi. Kwase kuphele amasonto 
amathathu iqahle impi. Lithe lapho li6.ka lakhangwa. ibhu
ngu lomuntu owayevela endaweni yalo. 

"Ufunani lapha ?" labuza ngonya. 
"Ngilandela wena. Ngifuna ukuyokufa lapho nawe 

uyofa khona." Impendulo yebhungu leyo. 
UmLungu akathandanga neze ukuba lomuntu wa.khe abe 

lapho. Uma efuna ukumsiza ngayesale esebenza imisebenzi 
yasekhaya. Futhi isitha lesi kwakungesona esabantu aba-
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nsundu, kwakuyisitha sabo bona abeLungu, kulutwayi 
lwabo abazozenwayela Iona. Bona babekwazi abakulwe
layo. Y ena wayengakwazi. 

UmLungu wathi makaphindele ekhaya ngokuphazima 
kweso. Futhi kwakungelulaka kuyisihadahada. Kepha 
enenhliziyo yobuntu emangalisayo. Kami kawabekwa 
abemabili. 

. , ~ b ' ,., , 1· 1 1 ii.. 1· k nDeLungu a anye oauK.na 1ma, nempe a an:ua 1me ·a. 
Base bembika enduneni. Induna yathi lomfana uzizele ycna, 
uthi ufuna ukulwela umLungu wakhe afe naye. Ubuqhawe 
obunje abuvamile emhlabeni. :\ifakayebve. Nempela 
wayekwa. \Xlaba nolukhulu usizo kumLungu wakhe. 
Emsebenzela ngazo zonke izindlela ezidingeka empini. 

Onyakeni wokugcina walinyazwa inhlamvu umLungu. 
Lamthatha lamlayisha ehashini lalo ibhungu lomuntu, 
lathatha indwangu emhlophe layibophela endubvini laqonda 
ekamu lamaNgisi, kanti yilapho kukhona isibhedlela. 
Lithe ukuba limbeke laselinikwa umsecenzi wokwelusa 
amahashi amasotsha amaNgisi. Lambheka umLungu walo 
eo-ula waze wasinda. \X1anele ,vasinda ,vaserhunyelwa ekamu 
1:ziboshwa zempi. Alazanga ukuthi bamthumele _kuyiphi 
indawo. Ivihlazana ezohamba umLungu wacela 1mvume 
azoxha,v-ula kumuntu ,vakhe. Eqinisweni kumfowabo. 
Wavunyelwa. Zabambana izandla, esimhlophe nesinsundu, 
izinyembezi zagcwala amehlo kubo bobabili. 

Ngosuku lwesithathu kwathiwa akayok\veqela amahashi 
uTshotsho, lelo bhungu phela, njengasemihleni, kanti 
sengokokugcina lokho kuweqela k_wakhe. \'v'abomva 
ngelinye isotsha eselele phezu kweniomane yakhe afika 
ethwele umLungu wakhe ngayo. Anamathela phezu kwa-
wa,vo amaNgisi. 

Kwakusemagcekeni aseFulesit~ti. A~hel:va kwabukela 
unogwaja owayezihlalele eceleru kwes1duli. . ~wakhuza 
okungumfanyana womSuthu okwa~uzelu~ele 1zrnkon_yana 
zikavise. Sakhala isibhamu esotshem. Las1khulula nelrnye. 
Laphinda elokuqala. Laphi_nda elesibili. Wasithela e_si
godini uTshotsho. Awaphrndanga esambona, w~d~kisa 
umkhondo ngendlela eyisimanga. Wanele wath1 s1the, 
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waphenduka wabheka emuva ,venyusa esinye isigodi esi
phindela emuva. Amasotsha awacabanganga ukuthi u
Tshotsho angase adukise umkhondo wakhe ngalendlela. 
Wabuye wanqamula ezinyaweni zawo. 

Wehla enjomaneni wangena odongeni olukhulu. \'v'ahlala 
lapho kwaze kwahwalala. Kanti inhlamvu imthole etha
ng~ni, yangena yayophuma ngaphambili kodwa ithambo 
yal!gwema. Leyo ngozi ,vayibona esehlile. \Vathatha 
uthi walufaka edukwini ,v~luhlorna em,ebeni lway~phuma 
lapho kuphume khona inhlamvu. \Vasethela Jumuthi 
~wa,vusesikhwameni e,v11thet~e. esibhedlela. K ,va)~-~dlu
lile eLangwane. Wanqamula 1z1ntaba zasoThaka wayohge-
na ekhaya. \ 

Isotsha leNgisi lamnika iphephandaba uMenslik-ela
bantu uThandabamu-walithatha walifunda. Lase lipha
wula isotsha lithi, 

"Uma ngingahlangana nave lomuntu ngingamethulela 
isigqoko." ' 
. Lalisho uTshotsho ngoba iphephandaba laliqukethe 
mdaba yokw~qa k\vakl,e. Kepha uMenslik akaphawulanga 
lutho. \'v'asunze waququda imihlathi. Wabona ukuthi 
ii:hephandaba alikalikhiphi iqiniso lonke ngoTshotsho. 
Umuntu akayona inalithi yona icasha emehlweni libalele 
saka. UTshotsho ufile. Baningi abeLungu abawile kulempi. 
Kepha bona bawele emsebenzini wabo; baphuma emakhaya 
abo bezimisele ukulwa behlomile. Kepha uTshotsho aka
hlomanga. Y ebo wathi uyofa lapho kuyofa umLungu 
wakhe khona. Kepha vena wakoIYienslik akafi.le usawadla • , ' . 
kanti uTshotsho usefile. \'v'avala amehlo wabhekisa inhlizi-
yo yakhe phezulu ecelela umphefumulo wesihlobo sakhe 
seqiniso. "Isihlobo ekudingeni isihlobo ngempela." 

Impi yaphela. Zonke izibosh,va, nhlangothi zombili, 
zakhululwa zaphindela emuva lapho zavela k.hona-ema
khaya azo. 

UMenslik wayezwe amahemuhemu athi imizi yamaBhunu 
emii:iye yashiswa izitha, nemfuyo yawo enye yabhujiswa. 
Kazi owakhe uyo\vufica na? Owakhe wawusele ezandleni 
zabantu abaNsundu. 
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"Kodwa wena ungase userhembe isandla esimnyama," 
kuphawula elinye iBhunu elalihamba noThandabantu. 

Urvienslik kazange a,v1rn.1le umlomo wakhe ukuphendu
lana nombuzo lowo. \Vathula waququda imihlathi. 

Uthe ethi qhamu emzini wakhe ,vamangalal Indlu 
vakhe isiyinhle ngokwedlula. Izinkomo zigc,vele inkambu. 
Izimvu ziyaphethuka, zibanga umsindo zibiza amazinyane 
azo ach,vazayo. \'(i'angena ngaphakathi. Ukufika kwakhe 
kwakungaziwa muntu. Futhi akakho kubantu owayazi 
ukuthi usa,vadla amabele noma akasawadli. Indlu yakhe 
yinhle no-aphakathi nangaphandle. Wabamba ongaphansi. 
Umbheki wepulazi walanda iNduna. Isifik.ile yayisimlandisa 
umninipulazi. . . . . . . .. 

" ... ngathi ukuba ng1z,ve ukutlu 1S1y1bh~dulile eyak.iru, 
nokuthi izitha zenu ziyazitika emfuy,veru yenu, ngase 
no-ithatha izinkomo kanv~ nezimvu ngazigquba ngazekhwe
zt phezulu entaben i. Sasesakha_ i_sibaya. _Emini ~esiziva
lela esibayeni, lithi lingashona s1u~ulele z1dle._ !z1mpahla 
ngazith,·rnla ngayozi_iaka emhume1:1. Langa lithize ~ath~
leka eyamaNgisi. Yakubuza_ n?ay1phendula ngokmhi ng:
z,va ukuthi sewafa. Ngathi rncllu le sengekaHulumeru. 
Izimpahla sezithuthiwe, nezinkomo zagqutsh,va. Yakholw~, 
yadlula yayoshona kuloluya lukhalo. Dukuduku. s~zw~ 
sesibizwa oThaka lapho safike satshelwa :1kutlu 11:1p1 
iphelile, kuxolelwene. Izimpahla ezathuniwayo_ z1zo~ 
buviselwa kubaninizo. Nalabo ababeca~he em1_gederu 
nasemahlathini kuhle baphume babuyele ezm_d~weru zabo. 
Kepha ngathi lapho ngibuza ngawe kwabakuu e~aharnb_a 
nabo kwathiwa awaziwa noma wafa nom~ u~ap~la. Y:
lapho sesizobuya silande izinkorno entaberu s1khiphe nezi-
mpahla zakho emgedeni." 

Uthe Iapho ethi ufuna ukubuza ngoTshotsho ukuthi 
wagcinaphi wangena emnyango uTshotsho. 

"Hawu 'ubani lo?" kubuza urnLungu engawakholwa 
' arnehlo akhe. . . " . 

"Yi.nu mnumzane," ephendula ngeµphans1, ng1zwa 
ukuthi usukhona. Ngizokubona ukuthi ngernpela nguwe 
yini." 

"Yimina impela, Tshotsho. Ngiyathokoza ukuthi kanci 
nawe usa,vadla amabele." 

"Y ebo, mnumzane, kuthokoza mina ukuthi nawe usa
\Vadla." 

"Eyakho uzobuya ungixoxde, ake siqhubeke nalena 
,,eNduna." 

INduna yaqala ukubala izimpahla ezafa, ezalahleka, 
nezazahva. ~'aphuma wayozibala wazifurnana nempela 
zihambelana nokulandisa kweNduna: \Vanik.ina ikhanda. 
Wakhumbula umbuzo womngani wakhe a,vubuza besendle
lcni: K,vayima ezothi kuTshotsho akakamxoxele ngokwc
hlukana kwabo ckamu lempi yamaNgisi, kuze kubenamhla. 
\Vayilanda kahle yonke uTshotsho. 

K,vaphela iminyaka emibili impi iphcule, ,vabiza bonke 
abantu bepulazi lakhe uThandabantu. Sebephelele wakhu
luma wathi: 

":;\fadoda aNsundu, impi le ephelile inginike isifundo 
esikhulu. Yima ngifundile ngomuntu oNsundu. Umenzi 
uyakhohlwa; umenzi,va akakhohlwa. Enangenzela khona 
ngesikharhi sempi scniyakukhohlwa kepha mina ngingekc 
ngakukhohhva. Ukuze nani ningakhohhva kuhle nibe 
omenzrn,~a. 

"Indaba kaTshotsho niyayazi nonke. rvfina ingicoba 
inhEziyo, ngizizwa ngimncane kunoTshotsho. 

"Yonke lemfuyo eniyibonayo neniyaziyo sengiyayithe
ngisa. Indlu le kanyc nepulazi leli sengiyakuthengisa. 
Indlu ngiyithengisa namathumbu ayo. .Akukho nolunci 
engilushiyayo. Ngokufisha ipulazi nakho konke okupha
kathi kwalo. Inxenye yendawo kunqamula ngomfula 
kuze kuyosithela kuloluya lukhalo, kuyoshaya kulowa 
rnfula indawo engiyipha uTshotsho. Ngimnika futhi ama
shumi amane ezinkomo, nekhulu lezimvu narnahashi avisi
shiyagalombili, nenxenye yempahla yendlu kanye-ke • ne
kalishi. Urnuzi lo wami ngiwunika induna yenu kanye 
nen.-x:enye yempahla yendlu, kanye nepulazi lonke nga
phandle kwesiqephu esengisinike uTshotsho Iv[sithini. 
Impahla yonke-izinkomo, izimvu, amahashi nani nani 
ngiyakuthengisa. Urna nina nikuthenga ngonithengisela 
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ngenani elingaphansi. Nina nonkc nizohlala kuleli pulazi 
njengenda\VO yenu, phansi kweNduna yenu uSozwe 1-Isi
thini. Yena akayikuxosha ngisho namunye kini ngaphandle 
komuntu oyoba isigilamkhuba. Naye lowo kuyodingeka 
amangalelwe ku1fantshi, kuthethwe icala lelo. Uma icala 
lobugilamkhuba limlahla, aboshiswe, achithwe. Ongekho 
kuleli pulazi namhla niyomamkela nonke, ngokuthanda 
bvenu, !libuye nimbophise ngokuthanda kwenu. Kepha 
uTshotsho uyokwenza akuthandayo esabel\veni sakhe." 

UTshotsho kaSozwe kaTsh\valabenvoni :;\Jsithini wabo
nana noSizakele eGunwane. Bethembisana. USizakele 
wamkhomba eBhilithi kuSisulu. .r\kachichanga sikhathi 
uTshotsho \vabiz\va khona kwaMasilela. \Xlacela wa
vunvwa; ,valotsholiswa. \X'athi yena ucela ukuba inkomo 
avib.uthe namathumbu avo. \V;vunvehva k\vathi,va ak1-
kbiphe izinkomo eziqed; ukhalo lwdmombi ngoba uyena 
othe ufuna ukmhwala inkomo namachumbu ayo. Kwathi
wa usengowakwa:Msithini uPhikwase. USisulu wathi 
lokho ukuvuma ngoba amathumbu kaSizakele kungawe
ntombazana, wathi wayengeke avume okokuba lawo ma
thumbu ayeno-umfana. Banele bamnikeza abakwa:\Jasileia 
·akabasachftha ~ikhathi uTshotsho. \Vasondeza isigogombe-
lana sakhe. 

UmLungu owayakhelene noi\'Ienslik wanele wezwa ukuthi 
umakhelwana wakhe usenikeze indawo yak.he kubantu 
abaNsundu wayesethi naye usezolithengisa nelakhe ipulazi. 
:::-Jaye uzolithcngisela abantu. . 

Umkhosi ,vahlatshwa walawulwa. Baghamuka amaga-
ngana onke bephethe izinhlan:1v_u, ompondo abagibel~, 
onsumbulwana izikoshimane, 1z1bhakada. Banela bay1-, . 
qeda ukuyithenga indawo base beyayidabula bayaychlukam-

sa. 
Yebo uSozwe wayebekwe ubuduna ngumLungu. UmLu-

ngu isilwane esimangalisayo, esingathengwa ngoliri:i, keph_a 
esithengwa ngezand~a na~~ob~1chopho. Inhleb1 akay1-
thandi umLungu futh1 akayipvaz1 kepha usuke abes~yotshela 
lowo ohletsh\vayo ukuthi usibanibani uthe wath1 ngawe. 
Ungaphinde umhlebele umLungu? Omhlebayo usuke 
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ezithela isisila athele lowo amhlebayo amakha no-oba 
\Ve_nz~ ukuchi ame~lo omLungu athi mbe kuye ukuze iqiniso 
lolurn lwenhlebo hphumele obala noma amanga, uma kuvi
?"? . aqhume obala. UmLungu uzobona ukuthi alikho 
1q1ruso olimini lwenhlebi, edlule azibonele ubuqotho 
?oITll1:1etsl:wa. Uyesuka lapho uphendukela inhlebi. Nanso 
1ngoz1. USozwe Msithini akabekwano-a ngobum·oka bakhe 
wabekwa ngobuqotho bakhe. Ubuqotho bab-asobala na~ 
sezith~ni za_k1:e ngesik~a_chi engumla,-.:uli Yv·epulazi ngesi
khat~1 ummmlo esemp1ru. Ngobuqotho bakhe \Yazenzela 
ugaz1 olt0le kubantu. Cthc ethi umLungu uyena osezoba 
umphath1 wabo esabehveni sabo basho no-aliny·e bonke: 
"El h ,, b et u. 

Inda\vo ngesilungu yayaziwa ngelokuthi iSwartland. 
B~t~e lapho sebeyith~the in~~y~bo wathi uthi omunye 
ay1?1zwe ngegama ehnye elryrs1ntu bambiza ngohlanya 
nes1phoxo. 

"I~dawo siyiphiwe ngumLungu. Uyena lowo mLungu 
o\vay19a~ba ngalelo gama elithi Swartland. Usuphakamisa 
ukuthi s1qambe amanga sirhi saliphiwa ngumumu? Y ebo 
bakho~a abany~ ~sebeguqula amagama awoyisemkhulu 
b~wab1za n~ez1hm1 zezinye izizwe bethi impucuko leyo. 
Nawe usuthi kuyoba ubuntu obuqotho ukuqamba amano-a 
na? Yeka igama lelo lime njalo ngoba liyohlala liyisikh~-
1:1buzo eziz~kulwaneni zethu. Uyothi nozihambelayo 
lrmkhange leli gama athande ukuba azi ukuthi laze labakhona 
ngani, kanti uma sesiligugulile angeke nje anake. Hoxisa 
lowo mbono wakho." 

Isibonelo sabantu baseSwartland sakhanga nalabo aba
thenga ipulazi lomakhehvane. Lona kwakungelomNgisi, 
negama lalo lingelesiNgissi, i"Fortuna." 

Sr 
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XII 

Inxcnye engenknlu kakhulu yabantu baseLume bvase 
kungamakhohva, ngoba phela kwakuyindawo yabantu, 
ingaphansi bveSikhulu: ingeyona indawo yomLungu. Izi
khulu zazibemukela ngomoya omuhie abefundisi zichi ab~.
shumavele kubantu bazo. Zibavumek bashumavelc nasemi
z1ru va'zo. Abefundisi zibazisa, zichi bangabantu beNkosi. 
Ley~ Nkosi ingase ibe eyasemblabeni nom'.t eyaseZuhvini. 

Umfunclisi ofike k.uqala endawcni yeSikhulu washumaye
la, uyena ozoba ngumfundisi waseNdlunkulu. Uzovunye
lwa agambe ibandla lelo alimele. Kuthi ozofika muva 
angabesayithola indawo uma engeyena \Valela bandla 
eliphethwe ngumfundisi owafika kuqala. Utshelwa kahle 
ukuthi usek.hona umfunclisi oseshumavela lZ\Vt lika-
l'vfvelinqangi kuleso sifunda. 

"Qhubekela phambili, muntu \VeNko~i, uyolima lapho 
kungakalinywa khona." . . . 

Amabandlabandla emhbberu a\vayona 1mp1lo. .Aya-

phik.isana avahliphizana no-ezindlela asebenza ngazo, aya-
' , • b 

thinzisana. Abantu badideke. 
Abafundisi bokuqala ngqa abeLun_gu. Yibo ababemuke-

lwa yizikhulu. Zibangenise ezindli~ zazo k1:1maqhug:vana, 
zibahlalise phansi phezu kwamacans1._ Baph1w~ ama~1 avu
tshwe kabJe ngomcaba, bawadlele ezmkamberu ngezmkezo 
ezicijwe ngemithi; baphuze utshwala bn.buphuze nge
zinkamb3. ezibunjwe ngedongwe. Uma uke \Vabala utshwala 
bomuntu omkhulu uhamba ungasavalelisanga. Noma wena 
uno-abuphuzi bamukele njengemfanelo bese unika abantu 
bakuphuzele. Uyaj?.tshuliswa yilokho o~khul_u. 

Sekukhona nabeLungu abanamapuhz1. Kep?a lababe
Lungu abayinambithi kahle indaba yokukhohsa abantu 
emapulazini. Izikole zivele ~ingek~o. 

"Ano-ikwazi ukufunda rnc\vadi. Ngakhulela ema-
o 

p ulazini. " 
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0-\makholw;t ikakhuiu k\rnkU\·isirnamc ncnzalo rnso 
kakhulu abafana. Amantombazana ayevame ukungakh.olw~ 
aze agane. Eny,~ yendis\va kumuntu wesithembu. Ukukho
lwa akuyivumeli, kanti velc abubhckani ncsiko lokwcnciisa 
amantombazana. 

Izimoco kazaziwa ngoba imigwaqo kayikho. Abefundisi 
bahamba ngam2hashi nangezinyawo. Izimvula zibancthe 
babemanzi nte kangangob-a bathi nxashana befica umfula 
ugcw~le bawangenise ~mahashi njengoba benjalo, bangazi
hluph1 ngokukhumula 1zembatho zabo ngoba sebengamanzi. 
Amabhuloho awekho . .:\banru bawela ezicancweni, ama
bhuloho cmvelo akhiwa nr.-u:i\Ivclinqano-i no-amatshe nano-e-

. ' . . ·1 l b O b b m1tru ezmu e c. 
Umfundisi ungolukhulu usizo kubo bonke abantu 

n$aphandle komsebenzi wokushumayela izindaba zeNkosi. 
Ubafica abantu behla benyuka beya kwamfundisi. Omunve 
~vela u_kuyo~~ala inc\vadi kwamfundisi. Omunye uhlo~~ 
incwadi otluru ~luqhekeze phakathi waseyifaka phakathi, 
ngoba engenalo 1bhan~shi elizoba nesikhwarna lapho angayi
faka khona. Uya koy1funda bvamfundisi. 

Akuzincwadi zodwa ezibasa kwamfundisi. Umfundisi 
r1:gumuntu ?fun~si\ve. Unohvazi oluthize ngaphezu kolwa-
21 lw~B!1~y1bhc~. U~olwazana lwemithi yesilungu elula
okhwill1111, ong1sawou, okhasitaloli neminye. Kanti futhi 
nodla_wu uyaluqonda ukusebenza kwalo. Nabangakaphe
nd~~ ba~a ngamakhohva bayavakashela impela kwamfu
ndis1. Izmdlela eziya kwamfundisi kazilali amazolo. 

"Mfundisi, angilalanga ebusuku. Isisu." 
"Baba angisadli. Yizinyo." 
"Mfundisi, ake ungifundele nansi incwacli yami." 
"j\ffundisi mane ungiklwebhaklwebhele inc\vajana. Uyi-

se b.Baleni useGoli. Ngifuna ukumazisa ukuthi phinde 
ayisabebva eziko. Ikati selilala eziko." 

Beza bamchwalcle arnathanga, izilimo-amantongomane, 
izindlubu, omunye inkukhu; omunyc iqatha; omunye 
izithelo zasendle-amatulwa, amaganu, amanumbela, u
mfomfo, arnakhiwa. 

Amadoda aqhubela abafazi nezrngane wona asale ema-
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khaya. _-\thi wona azakuba ar:n~bh':-l?ho phakachi. kwemizi 
yawo nabaphansi. Kepha 1zrnh~1z1yo zawo z1~ililophe 
~gasenkolweni. A~afazi babo ne~inga:1~ zabo baz1k~~lule 
ngomoya omu_!'lle .. _Yiwona .akh1pha 1z1mfanelo. ez1b1zw~ 
yisonto. Umtund1s1 akacllal1 kubo, akachonseh phans~. 
Yiwona athumela izicllo kuye ngabamwana nangam~kho_s~
kazi awo. Nxa kukhona umsebenzi wamadoda kwamfundis1, 

'oda -fiabnCa...,; ,,1-,,:,no-:imakholwa kuphuma wona amao • <l, 1 as L,A ••~••••o---- • • • 
ayobambela amakhosikazi awo noma 1zingane zawo. 

U1faDlamini kanye nesisu sakhe basebengamakhol\~a, 
sebephehlelelwe. Baziqokela namag~ma aba\vathandayo. 
Bano-abe besasabela uma umuntu_ebab1za nga_le~o gama labo 
r d 0 1 Kepha uLubhede wath1 ur.faDlamrn1 ?abomphe-

~1~1:1:· ngegama lakhe lokuzalwa elithi u~onhl~hla. 
Wathi abantwana banoaphehlelelwa ngamanye ~maoama 

l , · li0m1· \Vayekholwa ukmhi abantu noma ngawa up111 u • . S h 
bakubo namagama akubo akuwona umsebenz1 ka at 

0
an~. 

,Xfayekholwa ukuthi nabo bona boBheY_:1la_ badallwa nkou;hi~ 
" 1 k 1 \V ·ekho wa u ·ut urvlvelinqangi othiY✓a uNku .un -u u. a; - l -k 
amagama esintu anesirhunz1 kubac.tu. \Vawuvume a e 
umuzi wakhe ukuyokholwa. 

Ngalesikhathi uhlezi eduze nesibaya ngas~mpu;alaf1 
Bh . la bvazise ukuthi kwakusesekuseru. "\ aye ~ a 

rzeme~; l;khe emlalazini. Ezimisele ngalolo s~k': uk~yo-
. . ihlahla evuno-wini zithi zingoma abesez1shisa a me 

w1sa 1z o ' . . k 6 . · . .0 !\cabano-e 
; atho Abheke esibaycru, in ·a 1 yrnye v ·, 1.. • b 
.nf~hi kazi ziyoze zime yini kulesibaya. Kazi ~1yo e 
u_ u . b o-e nanookuthi athathe uNobayeru ayo
z1velaphi. . Aca ano h ° Kepha uHulumeni useshaye 

;ggea;~~e~: ~~~~: \:::~ :aokuphele nya ukwmnen~::n~m~~~ 
• K d makuvume yena u 

na ngenkaru. 0 wa 1i Ubani ongase ·kwe yena uyamene sa. . . ? 
lowo muntu aru . :> 0 nye wabafana bakwaMrusL 
athandwe uNobayeru. . mu k. rvld k ane ;:i Naye 
Qh k Un1·an1 umfana ·a1 o w • 1 

a, ange e. . ni Kazi kodwa bangamlobo e-
qha, uc:1 aluhlang~ru lentanJ~ • a bakhethe imixhopho oku-
l a ngezmkomo ezrnh e na • om 1 zolayela kuwo lonyaka. Lamadoda amaqonqe a. 
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"Yeka isifo. Yeka ubndapense. .:\ngiyukumkhohlwa 
noma nini." 

1\buye aqhubeke nokulola imbazo leyo. Yoho-yoho
yoho, kusho izembe livumela nmlalazi. Kuzwakale 
inyoni icula. Athi qala qala. ;\bone umthondolo uthe 
lwi phezulu kwehlahla lesango lesibaya. Athule uBhevula 
athi du, amehlo akhe ethi mbe enyonini cculayo. Uyazi 
ukmhi umthondolo uza nombiko othile. 

''Kazi zingase zivelephi ?" wazibuza yena ngenhliziyo. 
Hleze kuqhamuke umuntu othilc azokokha umWo kwa
Lubhede. Akambonanga no1faDlamini efika ehlala phansi 
kude buduze nay~. l;mcabango wakhe Wa\vulwa neyo
kuthi kazi nyoni ndini uza naziphi. \Xlambona owakwakhe 
sekukudala ehlezi phansi. Abafazi babantu bahlala phansi 
bathi vithi nxa beletha indaba kubayeni babo. Uma kunge
nzeki ukuthi bahlalc phansi okungenani baguqa ngamadolo 
noma bakhothame. Umyeni inhloko yomkakhe. Cmkakhe 
ingane yak.he. Izinkunzi kazibek\va zibe zimbili esibayeni 
sin ye. U rnfazi othi nxa eletha umbiko endodeni afike 
ayitshelc emi yisiphoxo, uphoxa abazali bakhe, usho ukuthi 
kabamfundisanga inhlonipho. 

"1\'amhla uyoga\vulaphi Baba?" kubuza u~faDlamini 
ngeliphansi. 

K\vaba ukuphuma hvakhe emicabangweni yak.he e
mbophile uBhevula. Kubesongathi uvuswa ebutho
ng\veni. Waphefumula kakhulu kwaze k\vathuka umtho
ndolo wesuka \Vandiza, washaya amaphiko wayosithela 
ngale kwesixhobo samatshe. 

"Ngiyogawula esihosheni. Ngifuna ukuyokwendule
lisa khona kulonyaka. Uyafika uQhathumunyu ingqatho 
isivuthiwe." 

"Ngiyez\va, Lokothwayo," kuphendula umkakhe ephe
the ushana, ngalo edweba umugqa oyindilinga phansi. 
"Usuyoga\vula singabuya." 

Yamxaka uLubhede lenkulumo kaMaDlamini. Wapha
kamisa amehlo \Vambhekisisa owakwakhe ngalenkulumo 
ethi "singabu ya." 

"Phi?" wabuza ngelokushiseka. 
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''K\vamfund.isi." 
"Si\-ok\venzani ?" 
"Angazi naini." 
Atht;le uBhevula edidekilc ukuthi uzothini ngoba nomka

khe uthi akazi. Kube indaba cngenakhanda. Akubone 
lokho u1faDlamini abeserhi: 

"~s.nguya umnt\\·,rna csibuyeni, mhi sibizwa ngumtu-
ncl.isi." 

"Uthi unibiza nobani ?" 
"Sobabili nawc." 
\\?adideka kakhulu manjc uLubhede. .:\ngasc abiz\Vc 

umfundisi kwenze njani. Y cna akalona ikhoh 1:a. Yebo 
umuzi wakhe \Vawuvumela ukuba m·okhohva. Akaze 
athole nowodwa umlayezo ongaye ophum'.l kumfundisi. 
Kazi namhla kwenzc njani? Ngabe izinganc zakhc ziga
ngile? Ngabc ubizwa ngendaba cphathelene noMaDlami
ni? Yebo bonke bayizinja zakhe. Isono sazo sizothwalwa 
ncrm·e. Ibandla li\·othi zimsha,·ele izirn·oni. ::, . . . . 

"Biza leyo ng;1.r..e kuze yona luqobo lapha." 
"\Ve Hlamukilc!" kumemeza ur-faDlamini. 
"1Ia." 
"Ake uze neno ntombi." 
\Vagijima uHlamukilc. Esefikile k\vasekukhuluma u-

1faDlamini. 
"Tshela uyihlo, ntombi, ukuthi ukuchumeni umfundisi." 
"Uthe ancrizokunibiza nobabili nobaba." 
"Usibizcl:ni Hlamuk.ile ?" kubuza uLubhede. 
"_r\ngazi, Baba." 
"Bayaphila ?" 
"Yebo." 
"Ncresikhathi ekuthuma ubenac.ule noma qha ~" 

o hl • " "Aben)· encrasemi em. 
- 0 • k • 1 )" "Akukho abanm abafikile namhla noma- ·e 1zo o • 

"Abekho. Kufike iposi. UrrJundisi ngamuz\'?. ese
biza unkosikazi. Ngithe ngizwa ngezwa seng1b1zwa. 

Kwathiw~ angizonibiza." . _ ;," 
"Uthern, akashongo ukmh1 s1sheshe. 
"Akashongo njalo." 
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"N~~be i_kho:1a. i?cwadi efike ngeposi. Pho, wake 
wang1b1zela 1pos1 mm?" 

"Angazi," kuphendula uHlamukile. 
''Uthini wena 1faDlamini'' 
U1faDlamini wathi kuhle bash.::she baye kwamfundisi. 

Nebala bahamba. 
"E, Buthelezi! Shenge!" 
"Sikhona ngenani. 0, ,·ini I3aba senikhona ?" 
CCC" "k.h J > 0es1 - ona mfundisi." 
"Kuhle-kc Lubhede. Kuhle impcb. Sakubona. Sa

kubona nawe j\fama." 
Ab~xhawule :1gesa1:dla _ esifudnmele esinempilo. Ezwe 

ukuth1 ezabo azrnayo 1mp1lo. Ziyabanda zik.homba ukwe
thuka k\vezinhliziyo zabo. Nomkamfundisi abaxhawule 
ngomoya omnandi naye. 

"Nisaphila-kc Baba?" kubuza uButhelezi ngezwi eli-
jabulile. 

"Siyaphila Baba. Nina ninjani ?" 
"Siphilile nathi. Asikaboni lutho olubi." 
Izwi elithi asikaboni. lutbo olubi Jibe enkulu induduzo 

emphefumulweni kaLubhede. Alukho olubi ababizehva 
lona umfundisi. Ehle amaphaphu. 

"Siphange, Baba," kukhuluma • u:MaDlamini, awakhe 
amaphaphu eyilokhu ephakeme. 

"Hlalani phansi bakwethu." Abakhombise isitulo. 
Bahlale. ULubhede esihlahveni, u1faDlamini phansi eca
ns1ru. .Asukumele phezulu uMaThusi, inkosikazi kamfundi
si, amemcze izingane ngasekhishini. Asukume uButhe
lezi akhiphe isikhiye esikhwameni sebhulukwe sangase
~uva. Athathe ibhokisana lensimbi alivule ngaso. Afake 
1sandla _phakathi siphume nemvilophi edwetshwe imigqa 
~shaye 1S1pha:11bano ~l~ngothi zombili. Imigqa mik.hulu 
1mnyama. UMaDlam1ru wake wezwa kuthiwa imvilophi 
enjalo isuke iletha umbiko wesifo, izilile. Kepha uLubhede 
wayengazange ez,ve inkulumo enjalo. Kuthi akaqhurne 
amemeze u1faDlamini abuye azibambe. Esabe ukuthi 
kuzothiwa luhlanya. Asondele ngasetafuleni nernvilophi 
uButhelezi. Ayibeke phezu kwetafula. Uthe lapho ngabe 
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uhlala phansi kwaqhamuka uMaThusi ephethe itiye. Ali
beke phez_u k~vetafula_. Abuye ayisuse etafuleni imvilophi 
uButhelez1, ay1fake es1khwameni sebhantshi sangaphakathi. 

"Ake nehlise izindenda," kusho uMaThusi ebanika 
amakomishi abakwaLubhede. 

UMaDlamini walirhatha elakhe wabono-a walibeka phansi 
I 

b , 

l~h ala lapho laze .laphola, waseliphuzisa okwamanzi. 
UBhevula yena wanela \Valithatha wasede elithela csosini 
waliphunga ngalo ngomjaho. 

Ngesikhathi bephunga itiye \vayiziba umfundisi indaba 
ab~bizele yona. . Kuthi nalapho imbuzi igudla iguma 
ay1thele ngamanz1. Banela baqeda du ukuphuza uMaThusi 
waqoqa amakomishi, wabiza ingane ya\varharha yaphuma 
nawo. \Vandukukhipha imvilophi fothi esikh\vamcni 
umfondisi ayibeke phezu k\verafula. 

"Asingene endabeni," kukhuluma uButhelezi ephakama 
esitulweni. "Ake siguqe sibonge kumninizimo zonke." 

Baguqe, avalc urr,nyango uMaThusi. Ak.huleke umfu
ndisi athi qabuqa·ou abeseyeka. Baphakame bahlale, 
uvulwe nomnyango. 

"Sondelani etafuleni nonke," kukhuluma uButhelezi. 
Nembala basondele bahlale ezituhveni ngaphandle ku

kaivfaDlamini. \Vama ngezinyawo kodwa egobile wabamba 
amadolo. Ahoshe inc\vadi phakathi emvilophini. Ayi
sombulule ayibeke phezu kwetafula. Andukuhosha kuyo 
kyo mvilophi am~phephaphepha aluhlaza emali. Ayibale 
ngephepha ngalinye. 

"Isiyonke ama-R30." 
\Vadonsa inc\Vadi ephuma phakathi waqala ukuyifunda 

kahle ngesineke ephakamisa izwi abuye alehlise, abuye 
ao-cizelele emazwini athile njengendlela yokufunda kahle 
i;cwadi uyifundela abantu ukuze inhloso yombhali ibe
kwe obala ibonwe ngamehlo ezindiebe zabafundelwayo. 

"Baba nomama, 
''Ngihlabene njengobabamkhulu, 1:1:~hund~siyabheka. 

Bekade kunomncintiswano lapha ekhohJL Bes1qhudelene 
nezingijimi zabeLungu ezivela phesheya kwelamaNgisi. 
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Sigijime ibanga elingangokusuka kwaMbila kuya kwa-
11bhoke. Ngabashiya. 

Indaba yonke ngoyeneka kahle ngomlomo lapho ngi
fika ekhaya. 

~ganik:va u~l<lomelo waba ama-R50. Kwarhi izigijimi 
nez1bukeh zang1bonga ngama-Rro. Isiyonke imali e\'a-
bekwa ezandleni zakwaLubhede vaba am;-RGo. • 

Kmve-ke Baba, ngithumele ama-R30. Tnxcm·e yayo ern·e 
engako ngiyithele yonke ebhange. • • • 

Ngiyababonga abakithi ngalempumelelo. Ngiyambonga 
noM \·elinqangi. 

Ngiyaphila. Ngifisa ukuzwa ngani. 
Khonza kakhulu kumama nasekhaya. 

Salani kahle, 
Yimi indodana yenu, 

Qhathumunyu Lufulwakhe." 
Zd1la ku1faDlamini. w·ahluleka manje ukuzibarnba, 

waqhuma, 
"\Vu-u-u! wul wu!! wu! weMalangenil" 
"Nazo-ke izinkomo zendodana. Naso isipho sikaMenzi 

wakhe," kukhul~ma uMfundisi Buthelezi. "Ngiyanibo
ngela kakhulu rnna bak\vaLubhede naalenhlanhla enga-

dil " b n e. 
"Yebo, Shenge," kunanazela uMaThusi, "sonke siya

babongela. Ukuzala ukuzelula amathambo basho abadala." 
"l'Vlina ngibonga wena Baba, kanti futhi naye umama 

wethu angimkhohliwe. Imisebenzi yak.ho yonke le. Imi
zamo yakho mide mayelana nalomfana wami. Kunoathi 
washiya ikini kwaZulu wazosiza mina ngedwa." 

0 

"Kunjalo Shenge," kuthatha uMaDlamini, "nami ngisho 
njalo ngithi abantu bakwaButhelezi beza ukuzosiza thina 
othwaqa, esinganuki naseziko." 

"Ayangithokozisa amazwi enu," kuphendula umfundisi. 
"Kodwa uyedelela lomfana," kukhuluma uBhevula ebu

tha imali etafuleni. "Ukwazi kanjani ukuhlephula izinkomo 
zingakafiki esibayeni sazo ?" 



"Qha, Lubhede," sekuphendula uBuchelezi, "abidlabnga 
ngazo. Uzigcinc kahle irnpeb." 

"Useyoyipha abeLungu, bazozitika." 
Aqale phansi lllnfundisi achazc ukuthi imali esebhano-e 

iyazala. Uthi lapho usuyikhipha uyikhiphe isinamank~-
nyane. 

"Ngiyabonga, Bab., incazelo ,·akho. ).Iina ngi,·ez\va. 
Kodwa ngabangasekho csibesab~Yo. Yibo aGa~{k:thde 
lenhlanhla.- Imali le akuyona eyak.he. Bekufanele ayithu
mele kimi yonke njengobunjalo bayo. Nami ano-inakuve
nza lutho ngaphandle kokuba ngiyibike kubtrukaziyo. 
Ngizonele ngifike ekhaya bese ngiyokuyibeka emsamo 
kwagog_o \~akhe. U:MaDlamini lo abesegaya ukhanjan2, 
bese ng1bab1keh ngalo oyisemkhulu. Ngishweleze, ngoba 
phela bayashesha ukucunuka. Bangase bamlimaze nge
ngozi~ kuthi\ve ingozi kanti kukhona abakuzonclile." 

"Uzovihlalisa emsamo kuze kubenini ?" kubuza u1r..fu
ndisi. • 

"Ngizonela ngiqede ukuyibika bese ngiyichadu ngiyo-
ku yisebenzisa. 

"Uzokuyisebenzisa kanjani-ke ?" 
"Izinkomo. Izinkomo. Akukho okunye, Baba," 
"Yonke?" 
"Yonke iyophelela khona. Ngifuna izinkomo." 
Avume ngckhanda uButhelezi, kodwa kubonakale ukutbi 

akeneliswa ukuthi ngayo yonke lemali akusekho nokuncane 
azokuthenga ngaphandle kwezinkomo zodwa. Amadoda 
akithi izinkomo azikholwe ukwedlula. Umnumz3.ne owe
suthayo ubonwa ngoml1lambi wakhc. ..Abant\Vana bakhe 
bayesutha, abagoleli izimpukane emlonyeni. Kuyasengw·a 
kwethiwe; amagula uwafica cchichirna. Onina bapheke 
izinkobe, bazigave; bathulule amagula, bavube amasi. 
Abafana bathath~ umlaza bayosengela ubisi kuwo benze 
ihongo. Noma ngabe ayisabekwa irnbiza eziko izingan~ 
ngeke ziyizwe indlala. Abafana b~yak.leza ekwaluscru, 
amantombazana athi angabona ukuth1 amagula asasunduza 
izivimbo athathe izinkamba avule umunge akhiphe umlaza 
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ayowuphuza. Urnnumzane onomhlambi \Vezinkorno uba
neqiniso lokuthola umalokazana. Kuthi\Ve intombi kasi
baniba.ni izodla iziokomo. Izozidla no-oba zikhona izi-o ' 
bo_na._ . Ingeke izidle isibaya sornile. Ngempela izidle, 
ayiplukiswa, ~yaliwa. Y aliwa kuphela uma yazelwa okubi 
-ubuthakath1 kuphela. Okunye kuyafulclwa-ubu\·ila, 
ubunuku, ubusela, nokunyc kuyazitsll\va; zishanve izinko
mo, kuphumc imithantikazi, izithole; kuohum; izinzibula
zana, izindlezana nemimvemve yazo· izi~zimakazi izinhla-. .. ' ' 
~-vllka_z1, i_zinc~ rn~z~~okazi, amalunga narnalungakazi, 
1z1mus1 nezu,1r:1s1kaz1, 1z1mpemvu nezimpevukazi; kuphume 
amahlawe, 1z1qengqe, arnagodla, izingcungu; zikhish\ve 
nguye umnumzane luqobo, azikhiphe no-ayim·e no-ayinve. 
Ziphume zishulungane ziyoshona ngokhalo: Lokh~ uk\~,a
khiwa komuzi. 

"Asihambe KaDlamini. Salani ngomusa nina bakwa-
Buthelezi." 

"Buthelezi, sesibongile," kusho u:MaDlarnini. 
"Hambani neNkosi bakwaLubhede." 
\~a~ela wafika ekha:;a uBhevula wayibeka imali emsarno 

endlim kwagogo kaQhathumunyu. \Vakhuluma naba
phansi. Akayanga esibayeni njengasemihleni. Y ahlala 
lapho kwaze kwalunga ukhanjana. Selulungile wabiza 
uy1se omncane. Lafika labikela abaphansi ikhehla. 
Lap~uza lolokhamba. Ngakusasa, kusempondozankomo, 
way1tharha uBhevula wahamba. 

K \Vaphela amasonto amabili ehambile \Vatheleka nezirnazi 
ez~n~,. amank_o:1yane amathathu, arnaguqa amabili, izithole 
ez1y1S1hlanu, 1z1nkabi ezivisihlanu, nen..'{ahi elilodwa. Zase
zixubene nezakhe azithe~ga ngeyakhe imali. 

Zabhonsa kwaze kwacishe kwasa mhlazana zifika esi
?ayeni sakwaLubhede. Ngakusasa zithe lapho ziphuma 
rnhl~zane ?~akl_ielwane babamba ongaphansi. Abanye 
bath1 nans1 mk1nga; abanye bathithibala; abanye bathi 
abaqhume umhobholo. Bangeke bambongele owakwa
Lubhede bonke. 
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XIII 

Wathi ukuba a~ane uTshotsho, uSizakcle wayeseqashisa 
kwabanye aban~u-rncllu yakh~ e~:1mvane. Yena wabopha 
wayohlala emz1m \vakwa:Ms1th1m eS\vartland. \Vangena 
endlini kaThandabantu. 

Ekuvulweni kwezikole uPhikwase waphindela esikoleni 
eGunwane ngoba isikole sasisacathula eS,v:utland EGu
nwane wayezohlala kwaMaFanemeve. 

K,vaku~nyama kuPhibvase, engaqondi ukuthi uvothi 
angaqeda. inC\vadi yesithupha eGunwane abesenze~jani. 
Kwakuthi lapho ebuzwa owabo noma othisha, abaphendule 
ngokuthi uyophindela ekhaya ayohlala asize unina emsebe
nzini wasekhaya. 

Ezinye izingane ziye zibe nayo imiqonjwana mayelana 
nokuthi n:xa ziqeda inc,vadi yokugcina kuleso sikole zinga
hle zifundele lokhu r.alokhuya. 

Langalimbe uPhikwase wayehamba namanye amantornba
bana kuyi,va esikoleni. Babehamba ngorngwaqo. Bathe 
isesondela lapho umg\vaqo unqamula ujantshi bez,va 
nitimela sikhala, sixwayisa abantu nezimoto. Bahamba 
zgamandla. Bathe sebeseduze kukajantshi bafica izimoto 
sezimi uxhaxha nhlangothi zombili. Nabafikayo bame. 
Khona lapho kwase kuqhamuka iloli ethwele abantu aba
ningi. Yona eyase J ozi, ivela khona nalabantu. Kepha 
ayaze yema. Yazigudla lezo ezimile iqonde phambili. 
Ithe nxa isiphakathi nezimboto yerna. Wabuza ngesiBhunu 
urns ha yeli \Va yo: 

"Nimeleni lapha na ?" . 
"Isitimela sesiseduze," kuphendu]a omunye wabashayeµ. 
"Nidlala ngesikhathi nibadala," km~o. umshayeli weloli. 

"Dedelani othina sihambe," ,vasho eymika amafutha. 
"Shayela \Vili, siyobona abafazi bechu emakhaya," kusho 

izwi k\vabaphezulu elolini. . 
Ithe nje lapho ithi qachatha esipohvem, laba phezu k\vayo 
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ikhanda lesitimela esivela emsahweni. Awangaphambili 
arnasondo eloli ayeseseqile isipolo, nomshayeli wayo ese
phumile engozini. 

UPhik\vase wavala amehlo. 
Uthe ewavula sase sisithele emsahweni sesihlaba umkhu

lung,vane oqhathumunyu, sesibika ingozi esivele. Lawo 
mantombazana ayekade ehamba nawo akabanga esa,vabona. 
Akazanga nokuthi abaleke nini, ashone ngapni. 

Iloli isiyizimvuthu. Ababekade bephezulu iningi labo 
lilimele. Abanye sekuyisiphihli, abanye sebeyizingini
amakhanda, imikhono, imilenze kunqamukile. Abanye 
baphilile saka. Umqhubi weloli akanawo ngisho umyocu 
\Vodwa lo. 

UPhibvase wabona abantu nabeLungu sebeshiye izimoto 
emgwaqweni sebesiza abalimele. Naye wagijima wayosi
za. Waklebhula ezinye izembatho zakhe wabopha ama
nxeba arnabi kakhulu, anegazi elitsazayo. 

Kwaqhamuka zimoto, maloli, ma-ambulensi, bantu, 
abongikazi, odokotela, amaphoyisa. Kwaba olukhulu 
USlZl. 

UPhikwase wakhwela k\venye iambulensi waye wafika 
esibhedlela. 

"Ube olukhulu usizo kubantu bakini, ntombazana," 
kukhuluma umongarneli wabongikazi. "Ngiyezwa ukuthi 
abamu abathathu ngabe bafe khona lapho okokuba awu
dabulanga izembatho zakho wababopha. Isenzo esincome
kayo kakhulu leso." 

Akaze aphendula uPhikwase. Kwaze kwaqhuba yena 
futhi uMethiloni. 

"Ufundaphi ?" 
"Esikompulazi." 
"Ufunda liphi iBanga ?" 
"EleSithupha." 
"Uzothi ungaliqeda ubusuyofundelani ?" 
"Angikazi." 
"Awufuni ukuyofundela ubongi na ?" 
"Angikazi." 
"1v[ina ngibona ukuthi igatsha elikufanele yibo ubunesi. 
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Ungaba umongikazi ophambili ube olukhulu usizo ku-
bantu bakini." ' 

U~onga~cli wabongikazi wagcina ngokupha i!1tomba
zana ~cwapna e:xoxa ngczobongi. Behlukana uPhikwase 
waplundela ekhaya. 

Kusukcla lapho uPhikwase wazizwa efikelwa isifiso 
soku_ba ab~ ngumongi. \Vabuya wabonana 1101\fed:iloni 
nges1fiso es1sha. UMerhiloni wamkhmhaza, wamethembisa 
us1zo. 

\'17aqala ukubhalela ezibhedlcla ezifunclisa abongi. \Vacela 
indawo yokufunda. Zabuya zalanclula. \Vabh~la zabuva 
zalandul~. Zonke zibika into yin ye; "Kugcwele". \Va~c 
walahla 1themba, waxob. 

Phakathi nenyanga u1'hlolanja, ngenxa yokulahla ithe
mba, wacela uhn-ovc-..kashch bvaninakhulu d3hilithi. 
\Vahlala amasomo a~~rne k.hona. \Vabtl':ela kubo. \V2.fika 
eS\varrland ngoL\vesinc. Kw,-..rhi ngoL\Vesihlanu, emini 
yasekuseni, bvafika umfana evcla emzini wcnduna elethe 
ucingo. Zazi:igam2.shumi ~.mabili nesishiyagalombili 
kuNdasa. Ngesikhathi cfika urnfa:1:1. w:2.nca izingane zodwa. 
Abazali ben_gekho bchambele oThaka ngekalisb. UPhi
k\vase yena - \vayeyokukha amanzi cmthonjeni. Ucingo 
luleth\va nges::ndla, olurhathayo alusa~'inele. .Abantwan?. 
bamtshela umfana ukuthi udadewabo uvokukha a;nanzi. 
\'vaqonda ng2,semthonjeni, \Vaphab.mis~ 1z111ya\vo uSo
ndunclu. 

"'-T •• di 1.l • " .. -.ans1 incwa yar:.i:.o ycc1ngo. 
"Ivelaphi, Sor..dtindu ?" 
"S\varthncl. Kazi wcna awazi yini u!--:uthi ucingo lukhi

sh,va eposini lalowo oluya kuye ?" 
"Ngiyak.\vazi lokho, muntu wal.natu," WJ.sho eyichath'.l.. 

\Vathatha impenseli kumfana \Vasayina. Ubhala umile, 
uth\vele imGiza vamanzi ekhanda uvi,·d.:clele. 

\v'aneia wafifa ekhaya wayirb.[ 'qithi phansi imbiza, 
waqonda ekamehv~ni lakhe. \\7aluhosha emvilophini 
ebomvu waseluf'...1110;--,. Lubhahve ngesiZulu: 

"Isikhala sokufonda sesivulckile. Usazimiscle noma qha? 
:\[ethiloni. 1\:Ikabayi Hospital." 

9-1-

Kulolu cingo kuchony\ve iphesh:rna elimhiuphe elibhalwc 
ngamagama aluhlaza. Iphcpha azoiiscbcnzisa lapho ese
phendula lolu cingo. 

Uthe ephuma ekamelweni \Vayebona inqukumbane ya
bazali bakhe iza. Impendulo yarhunyelwa emuva kwama
dina ngalo lona lolo suku. 

"Ngisazimisele." 
UTshotsho waqonda esiteshini ukuyomlungisela inda\VO 

yokuharnba ngcsitimela. Lwafika usuku, \V,1kl1\vela uPhi
b-1:asc. Uyise wamqhuba ngenqukumbane wayombeka 
esireshini iSwartland, \vamthathela ithikithi. Ibhokisi 
lakhe eligcwele izimpahla zakhe walinikeza kubasizi bezi
hambi. Umninilo uyohlanganna nalo e:i\'1gungundlovu. 
Elinye elilingene, eligcwele izingubo ezithize nokunye 
okuthize \Vayezokuphatha ngezandla kanye nobhasik.idi 
womphako. 

EGunwane wehla \Vayolindela imeyili. W'afib. wahlala esi
hlalweni esingaphandle, bvazise ukuthi kwase kusele imizu
zwana embalwa iqhamuke imeyili. \Vafica amantombazana 
amabili ehlezi kuleso sihlalo. ArrL'-:oxisa waze wawejwayela. 
Kod\va ayethi uma ern.-....:ox.isa angambuki,azishaye sengathi 
anamahloni. _r\basizwanga isitime!a ngesikhathi sibika 
ub ... ~:-.i sesiyangena. K\vathi nalapho ikhanda laso lisondela 
epulatifomu aba.7.e ban.aka, basimze bacabanga ukuthi 
amakhanda lawo aJe cshendda e~itcshini ehla snyuka. 
UPhikwase waze \Vabona ngezindlu zabantu ezikhanyisiwt: 
ukuthi kanti iyo uqobo. Incle, ibophele izinqola ezesa
bekayo. Iza kancane kubc sengathi imile. 

"Yiso ngempela," kusho enye intombazana. 
"Kodwa, dade," kupha\vula enye, "uthi wathumela 

igama lakho wacela ukugcinelwa indlu esitimeleni ?" 
"Kunjalo," kuphendula uPhikwase. 
"Kuzodingeka uyobonana nogadi kuqala." 
"Impela," \Vasho esukuma, ":rnongibhekela impahla 

• " yanu. 
"Kulungile, nango csephuma ehovisi ugadi." 
\v'ayesemi egcekeni ugadi. Isitctelegu seBhunu lakwabo 

esimadevu abomvu, nentshebe ebomvu. Uyena osuka 
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eGunwane ayokwehla eMmnabithi, alnidele esikhuphukayo 
a yokwehla futhi eGunwane. 

UPhikwase waba ngowokuqala ngqa ukusondela kuye 
azobuza ngamalungiselo endlu. 

"Ubani igama lakho ?" kwabuza ugadi ngezwi eligcwele 
unya. 

"P. Msi thini." 
"1'1ana laphaya," ekhomba ngomunwe buqamama. 
AbeLungu nabo babuza ngezabo izindlu. Uthe ukuba 

abaqede wase eqhweba uPhikwase ngesandla esiphethe 
impenseli. Wambuza igama futhi. \Vanda ukumtshela 
ukuthi unamba 525 F. \\1/asephindela emuva emthwalweni 
wakhe lapho e,vushiye khona. Uthe nxashana efika 
esihlalweni wafica itshe selome inhlama. Amantombazana 
ansondo aseshaye utshani nebhokisi lakhe. Kuphela u
bhasikicli womphako osamlinclile. Nokho akaze acabanga 
ngobubi; wacabanga ukuthi ayokumlindela esitime~e~: 
Akaze ashaywa naluvalo oluncane. Wathatha ubhas1kicli 
waqonda e~itimeleni. \'Va\vuyache qalaqala akaze _abona 
mantombazana. Kwayima lumfikela uvalo lumthi nke, 
nke, nke. Abheke phakathi ebhasikidini. Lokhu unesivalo, . I 
wabona ipheshana lihlonywe esivalweni. Walihosha, wa
lisombulula, \vafunda okubhalwe kulo: 

"Siphukuphuku n~. Sikuvu1:a,;mehlo. Hamba kahle. 
Izimpahla zakho woz1thola ekufe~. . .. 

Wavala amehlo uPhikwase waclinda 1s1lilo. Wema lapho 
okwesiduli sikasawothi. Kanti iphoyisa lomLungu la
kwaloliwe liyambona. Kuthe lapho sesizosuka isitimel_a 
lasondela kuye lamkhulumisa ngesiZulu. _La_mbuza wali
phendula ngezwi elinesilokozane. _ 1:,aselichi akakhwele 
lizofika kuye masinyane lizohlola 1s1khalo. sakhe. Lase 
lisithela esixukwini. Wakhwela wafuna mdlu ya~~' 
wayithola. Wema emnyango ngapr.andle. Sadonsa 1s1-

timela. di W l 
Masinyane lasondela iphoyisa selihamba noga. : avu _a 

umnyango ugacli, wafica amantombazana amab1h phakathi. 
Acelwa ukuba ake eme ngaphandle kancane. Kwase kugena 
uPhikwase nephoyisa elimhlophe, owesichathu kwaba nguye 
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ugadi. Yilapho-ke iphoyisa selizothatha isitatimente nge
simo sempahla elahlekile. Wayichaza kahle yonke-imibala 
namanani ayo.- \'(/awachaza kahle n.:i.mantombazana lawo. 
Lathatha igama lakhe nekheli lakhe. Lathatha nalelo 
pheshana alifica ebhasikidini. Iphoyisa lehla esitesheni 
sesibili kusuka eGunwane, lapho imoto evela eGunwane 
yayisililindele k}1ona. 

Kwaphela amasonto amane walandwa uPhikwase, wayo
khomba amantombazana kwamaningi. \'(/awakhomba kalu
la. Ibhokisi lakhe nalo walikhomba kalula phakachi 
kwamanye. Lavuhva. Phakathi wafica ukuthi ezinye 
izimpahla azisekho. Phakathi kwalokho okwakungasekho 
kwaba izingubo zokugqoka, namacici kanye namakha. 

Agwetshwa amasela. Waphindela eMgungundlovu u
Phikwase. 

XIV 

UQhathumunyu nomngani wakhe babekade bevakashele 
kwelaseMangwaneni, kubo kaGezindaba umngani wak.he. 
Isitimela sigcwele siyaphuphuma. Abantu abazokhwela 
bayanyathelana. Kwambombela kalufakwa. Abazokhwela 
sekubutatata, yilowo nalowo uthi yimi phambili. Bonke 
bafisa ukuthi sithi sithi nsi kube ifasitela liqondene naye 
ngqo, noma-ke, okungasenani abeseduze nalo. Abantu 
sebephindela emsebenzini eMgungundlovu nakhona e
Thekwini, nakwamanye amadolobha asezansi. Inhlanhla 
ukuthi oQhathumunyu bathenge amathikithi akasekeni; 
nokho nakhona kugcwele. 

Banela bakhwela bema ngaphandle. Kwaze kwafika 
umhloli wamathikichi. Bacela usizo kuye. Wathi uyada
buka ngoba isitimela siyachichima. 

Kwenye indlu yakwasekeni kunamantombazana amatha
thu. Ade ephuma engena njengokwenza kwabantu esitime
leni. OQhathumunyu abaze bawanaka, nawo awaze 
abanaka. Enye yawo yadlula eduze kukaQhathumunyu. 
Kwathi ngoba eme endaweni okudlulwa kuyo, yamgudla. 
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lyazecliulela iyokha amanzi okuphuza. K\vabasengathi 
isimthwebulile owak\vaLubhcdc. Igazi lakhe latshuza 
okwenhlanzi idweba amanzi; kwabasengathi weqe umbhule
lo womthakathi. \Vawuzwa ukhuphuka ezinyaweni, nge
milenze uye ushaye okhakhayini. Emqond,veni \Yak.he 
kwangathi angathi uyayazi, negama layo uyalazi. Wabheka 
ngalapho isithele ngakhona yaze yabuye yaqhamuka. Ithe 
lapho ichi ghamu, am;;hlo ayo azithela k\va,vakhe. Yaw::> 
wisa a,vayo njengemvelo yesifazane. Uthe ethi uzama 
ukuyikhulumisa, alaze laphumela iz,vi. \'v'agcina ekhulume 
ngenhliziyo kuphela. Uscdedile manje lapho izodlula kho
na. Ukubona kanye ukubona kabili. Ithe Iapho isingena 
endlini yaphendukela ngakubafana, yababheka, yabuza. 

"Nga be nintula indawo yini bafowethu ?" 
"Kakhulu dade\vethu," kuphendula uGezindaba. 
"Ngiyabona." Yasho ingena phakathi. 
"Ngabe uyayazi yini ?" kubuza uGezindaba kumngani 

\vakhe. 
"Usho ngani ?" 
"Qha, ngiyabuza nje, mfana." 
"Amehlo ami ayayiaala, ngg2--" 
"Kazi eyaphi ;)'' 
''Kulu..ngile, ngenam," sekusho yona 1ve1a c:mnyango 

nobunye ubuso bamantombazana amabili. . 
Babonge, bangene. Phakathi babingelele, bahl~le phans: 

embhedeni. Amantombazana ahleli kolunye unlangoth1 
hvendlu. 

"Lona," kukhuluma uGezindaba, "ngu11nu. Lubhede. 
rvfina. nginguGezindaba Th,vala." 

"Lona" kukhuluma enye yamantombazana, "nguNks. 
Kgoadikgoadi. Lona nguNks. I\Isithini. Ivlina ngingu-
Nozipho Gumbi." 

Abafana basho kanye kanye, 
"Siyabonga ukunazi." 
"Nathi siyathokoza ukunazi," sekusho amancombazana 

nawo kanve kanye. 
"Niyaphila-ke ?" kubuza uGezindaba. . " . . . . ::i" 
"Siyaphila," kuphendula uNks. Gumb1, runa runiaru • 
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"Sikhona. Liqhanyukiswaphi pho ?" kusaqhubeka yena 
uGezindaba. 

"Singabasenkangala," kuphendula uNks. Gumbi. 
"Ku phi ncnkang?.la ?" 

.. "l!thc lapho ngabe uyachaza ukuthi kuphi nenkangala 
1smmela sathi memfu eMgungundlovu, onduku zibomvu. 
Ngemp~la ubomvu. Uthule phansi esigodini uthe du, 
sengath.1 ukhumbula ezakudala ezinkulu. 

Isitimela sithatha isikhashana esidana sehla entabeni. 
Side sisithela sibuye sivele. \'v'ayeqala uQhathumunyu 
ubvehla ngesitimela emini kulendawo. \Xlavikhohlwa nento
mbi leyo emgucllile yamlumba kwaze kwadrakaza imizwelo. 
Up.?ukela, ubukela isitimela esehla intab~ kungathi siya
bukisa. Ubuhle obunjeya bemvelo nesitimela buyawudu
duza umphefumulo odabuk.ileyo, nogudluliweyo. Useli
khohli\ve lelo lishwa nave usenanela ubuhle bezandla zaKhe. 
Siyasongana isitimcla s~nsondo sisongana nentaba siyehla. 
Sesisongana olnvemamba yezihosha beyishaye umgogodla. 
Ikhanda laso Lithi alihla.ngane nenqola kagadi; libuye liqhele 
kungaze kuvele ingozi. Sitshuze siyongena esiteshini 
esikhulukazi. Sime sihlabe ikhefu, sesiphukuhla amagwebu. 
Sibavumele abehlayo behle. 

"Sesiyehla lapha," kusho uGezindaba esukuma. 
"Nathi siyehla," kukhuluma uNks. Gumbi, "musani 

ukusithela isinyama nisishiye esitimeleni." 
"Kanti nilibangisephi ?" kubuza uQhathumunyu. 
"EMgungundlovu," kuphendula uNks. Msithini. 
K ,vehliwe. Izinsizwa zasiza amantombazana ekwehliseni 

imithwalo yawo futhi ngoba zona azinawo. 
"Siyabonga bodadewethu umusa wenu nesihawu senu," 

kubonga uQhathumunyu. 
"Abanesihawu," kukhuluma uNks. Kgoadikgoadi okhu

luma isiZulu ngobunzima, "bayoha\v-ukelwa. Nathi siya
bong:1, bafowerhu, ukusisiza kwenu." 

"Pho," kubuza uGezindaba, "kuphi noMgungundlovu 
lap ho nilibhekise khona ?" 
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"\Vu," kukhuza uNks. :i\!Isithini, "sakholeka abantu 
bak\vaZulu, webantu, nemibuzo yabo engapheli." 

"Kanti enkangala abantu bakhona ababuzani yini imi
buzo ?" uGezindaba kungathi ufikelwa ukujabha yilo
buphoxo. 

Ahleke kakhulu la,va amabili. 
"lv!hla ,valubeka er.kangala, eGoli," kupha\vula uKgoa

dikgoadi, "uze uyigcine esiswini sakho le\·o mibuzo." 
Lushe uhleko kulawa amabili. 
"Uyozithola usunje," yasho yamisa ucikicane wayo imo

kazi yomTshwana. 
Zaluhudula futhi uhleko izintombi. 
\Vavula isikhwama sakhe somphako uNks. 1-Isithini 

wakhipha indebe waqonda empompini escduze ethi u~'o
phuza. UQhathumunyu \Vathi yaze yazimba yazishiya 
zodwa. \Valandela. 

"Uxolo, Nkosazana," washo ngelivevezelayo eliphansi. 
"Yebo, kulungile," kusho ulv!sithini ngelipholile, eqhu

beka nokugcwalisa inkomishi ngamanzi. 
"Ngithanda ukukun1lela isifuba sami. Ngirhe nxa ngi

kubona ngafikelwa uthando olungandilc." 
Lokhu ibisiyigcwalisile inkomishi, ayizange ibisawaphuza 

lawo manzi. Yema rnthula du. Avanrnkaza a·rnthi nYaka. 
Yadonsa amashiya, ):ambula izinkophe: yambukela nx;nye, 
yamthatha phansi yamusa phezulu ngeso. _,\mehlo agc,?al~ 
izinyembezi eziyisiboniso senhliziyo evutha ulaka, ez1th1 
phinde muntu wabantu alufakwa. Yameny~~ya y~fa: 
Kwathi ayiqhume. !the isuka yayibhekisa phans1 mkom1shi 
yawathi chithiyane onke amanzi p~ambi kukaQ~athumuyu. 
Y esuka lapho yagqishaza ngez1tho zayo ez1gcwele ya
phindela kwamanye. Wayibukisisa umfo kaL~bhe~e: 
Wasala lapho eseyisithombe. \Vaze_ wakhuluhva 1thekts1 
eyaqhamuka ejikeni yema phamb: kwamantombazana, 
\Vasememeza urns ha veli. , 

"Esi bhedlela!" 
Athatha imithwalo yawo amantombazana angena phaka-

thi, yadonsa yay_osithela eji_keni. , Yathi idonsa uQh_a~_hu
munvu wavesemL nomngam \Vakne. Berna lapho k\\aze , , 
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k\vaphela imizuzu elishumi. Yayisibuya ibathatha ibasa 
ekholiji. 

Ekholiji bathi bangaqeda ukudla kwakusihlwa bathola 
ithuba lokufunda amaphephandaba nezincwadi ezinye. 
Lokhu kubathatha ihora. Kulandele imizuzu engamashumi 
amathathu yokubhala izincwadi ezirn emakhaya noma-ke 
bahlabe ikhefu. Kulandele ihora 'lokufunda· amabhuku 
abawahosha eqoqweni lawo. 

Kulobo busuku \Varhatha iphephandaba lcsiZulu. Ame
hlo akhe ahlangana nesihloko esithi: 

"ZAPHELA IZINK0110 IMPUKANE" 
\"v'athanda ukuyifunda lendaba ngoba bafunda ngakho 

ukufa kwezinkomo. 
"Emngceleni \Vczwe lakwaZulu nelakwaNgwane se

kuqhume isifo sezinkomo esaziwa ngokuthi wuNAKANE. 
Lesifo sithwalwa impukane ethile. Kuzwakala ukuthi 
lempukane iza nezinyamazane. Kulendawo esikhankase 
kuyo kunamahlathi amakhulu emvelo. UHulumeni wase
Riphabhliki kanye no\YabvaNgwane \Venza imizamo yoku
bulala lawo mahlathi. Amabhanoyi andiza ngaphezulu 
kwamahlathi afafaza umuthi wokubulala impukane. Izi
nkomo zifa uyaca. Lendawo iseduze nomuzana wase-
Golela." , 

\"v'athi eliqeda kwakungena umphathi-kholiji. Kwasenga
thi ubelindele yena ukuthi aqede. Wafika ,vabatshela nga
lesisifo. Wathi abomnyango \Vemfundo bamcelile ukuba 
aban.ike idlanzana labafundi ascbeqeda kulo,vo nyaka ukuba 
bahambe bayosiza emsebenzini orhile wokulwa nempukane 
khona le enhla nezwe lakwaZulu. Laba bafundi bayoba 
ababheki bemisebenzi yokugawula imithi engumuzi wale
mpukane. Bazobuyc basebenze imisetshenzana eminingana 
eyahlukene. Wasebiza amagama alabo abazothunyehva 
mayelana naleso sicelo. ElikaQhathumunyu laba ngelinye. 
Esewonke aba ngamashumi amabili nambili. 

Ngosuku lwesine kwatheleka ibhasi yakwaloliwe, yaba
thatha yachitheka nabo yaye yabathi qithi esiteshini 
sezindiza saseMgungundlovu. Wayesemi ufeleba wendiza. 
Bable bakhonjwa kuyo ukuba bangene. Umsizi womshaveli 
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\Vasebangenisa_- \X.-:athi abash.i?e phansi imith\valo yabo, 
uyena ozokuyrngerusa endawem yayo. 

Wavungama umshini \vabeLungu. Wasuka. Wapha
kama. . \X:1akhwela. \Vaclundubala emoyeni. \Vandanda 
c:11oyem. \Vaphonsa amehlo phansi uQhathumunvu. 
Kepha akazabona lurho kuphela isithabathaba esiluhl;za 
esinamabadlana amnyama laphaya nalaph~n-a. \Vathi uhlal; 
\· 1:awuhlala eGoleh. ~loli yabval-Iulume~ yavisibalindele. 
Bakhwezwa kuyo. Y abasa emala\vini. • • 

"Sakubona Qhathumunyu," kubino-elela elinye ijaha 
elinesihluthu esibomvu. 

0 

"Sakubona Nkosi." 
"Ubekwa yini lapha ?" 
"Ngibekwa izinya,vo. \Xlena ubekwa yini ?" 
"Kodwa uphuma ngaphi, lokhu thina sazi ukuthi use-

Natali ?" 
"Nami ngibuze ukuthi wena ubebva yini lapha." 
"Thina kasibuzwa. Iphumile. Sesinamalanga silapha." 
"Kwenziwani khona lapha ?" 
"Sigaw-ula lamahbthi owabonayo. Kurhiwa lempukane 

ebulala izinkomo icasha lapha ehlathini." 
"Ir • • kl Nk • ;:i» "-unpm ema • 1aya 1 ·0s1. 
"Kuphiliwe. Into nje sesiphetlnve umthetho orhiwa 

inakana." 
"Onjani-ke lowo ?" 
"Wonke umuntu omdala uthela uponclo. Onjani nonja-

ni." 
"Nowesifazane ?" 
"I-Iayi, owesilisa kuphela." 
"Owesilisa ongasatheli imali yeminyaka nave uyay1-

thelela inakana ?" 
"Kakhulu." 
"Ngiyabona. Okubi ukuthi imali ayifolony,va. Empeic1u 

\Venze kahle uHulumeni ukunithelisa ngoba lemali 1yov1-
kela imfuyo yenu." 

"Usho ngoba wena ungakatheli." 
"Ngikhuluma iqiniso." . . . • 
"Iqiniso la ... " akabanga esaligwmya uNkos1, yamnqa-
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mula p~czulu induna yesikwata isimrhethisa irhi insimbi 
~uda!_a 1shayile. Wasala ½hona lapho uQhathumunyu, 
kway1khona ekhumbula abatana bakubo afike nabo. 
. _Abafana bakhonjwa ithenclc labo bodwa. Babeka khona 
121mpahla zabo. Banikez\va ukudla. Badla. 
. ~r\.bafundi banikwa umsebenzi wokubheka izisebenzi. 
Bab~mba futh.i lolo hlobo hvempukane ethwala unakana. 
Bayimuk~s~ ~~i~gc'.\·etini ihlinzwc phambi kwabo, ic\vivwc. 
Babuke 1z1b1lim zayo ngosibonakhulu. Bedlule babambe 
amakhizane okuthi\v~ ~thwala ukufa kwezinkomo njengo
mkhuhlane \Vasog,v1ru nokunye. Na\VO ba,vacwanino-e 
b~bone amagcivrnne okuyivrnna athwala izifo ezithile 
niengoqhuqho. 

Langa ½thi_ze, phakadu k\venyanga yesithathu, abafund.i 
?akh\vela 1loli bayobamba izinhlanzi eNo-wavuma. Inhlanzi 
1bambeka kahle ngesikhati sasekuseni n~ntambama. K \Ya
kunguMgqibelo. Abadobanga luhlangothi lunye. Abanvc 
bawelela ngaphesheya. NoQhathumunyu \Vawcla. Ba~i-
bamba ubuthaphuthaphu. • 

. UQhathumunyu angene emanzini ethi uwelela nganeno. 
Uthe ephakatbi nomfula _wezwa esha ywa unoxhaka emlc
nzeni. Wazi ukuthi yini lcyo. Wabona ukuthi uwagcinile 
namuhla amabele. \Vathula wathi du, akathi nvaka. Wa
bheka okhalweni lwakhe. \Vawubona umese ~vakhe use
khona. \Vawuhosha kahle. Abangani bakhe abanakile. 
Baqhubeka nomsebenzi. Wathi nombonayo akazanaka 
ukuthi se\vusengozini embi. Wawehlisa kahle ngomlenze 
umese .. Waze wezwa kahle ukuthi manje usewufakile 
pha½ath1 emalakeni esilwane. Ngenhliziyo wabonga ama
dloz1 ak\vaLokothwayo ngoba esebona ukuthi usephumile 
esis\Vini sesilwane. 

"Heyi. wena," kumemeza omunye umngani wakhe, 
"umeleru lapho na? Uzoke ubanjwe onomhashu." 

Akaligwinyanga. Wawugxumeka ngamakhulu amandla 
umese. Abangani bakhe bezwa ngoba esezibonga. 
Qhaghamba ongadliwa 
Izangoma, odl'izindumba. 
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Yagxuma yabuy~ phezulu ing\venya. Yamyeka ingazimi
sele. \Va\vela. Is1yalenga inyama emlenzeni. 

"Ithambo kalifahlakanga, majaha, ngoba ngisanyathela." 
Ayibonaze isahlala emanzini ingwenya. Bayibona isivela 

ngaphesheya. \Vathatha isibharnu uthisha wayiphihliza 
ubuchopho. Ngesikhashana bambopha ukuze igazi lingo
phi lonke. Nokho hse licishe laphela. Ngesikhashana 
~-ase ibaleka emgwaqeni iloli. Yaye yema esirnio. Urhisha 
,vashaya ucingo elushayela eGolela. 

Ubuhlungu base burnphethe kabi umfana. Esejuluka. 
Kungasazi\va ukuthi iyozala nkomoni. 

Ithe ima iloli eGolela, yayisiduma indiza. \Vakhishwa 
masim·ane, bvenziwa izaba. \Vayesefakwa ebhanoyini. 

"Salani nifunda, majaha, ngonakana. Sengiyofunda ki
ni." Washo ernamatheka umfo kaLubhede. Kepl:.a ubuso 
bakhe bubika ezinkulu. 

Y aphakama indiza. Yan gen a emafini. Ya yingeyohlo bo 
lokuphuthuma, engagijirr:11 ethi \Vo~a moya. 

7 

I~i10athi 
seziw:e ,·asifinveza no-esio-amu serr--1zuzu. \ arhi 1hlala 

• • • o o kh ul 
phansi \Vayesemi nerialithi udokotela. .:\kabas~m. • um a 
nezembatho. \Vasale wamgxumeka 11genal1th1 _bume. 
Iambulensi yavisiduma. Navo yesuka naye yachitheka. 
Lapho ino-en°a ~dolobheni avizano-e ime ngisho naseminqa
muhveni ;emigwaqo. Umtheth; wayiyumela. Yayilokho 
ihlabe umkhulung\vane njalo. 

xv 
Isihambi sima okhalweni sibamba ongaphansi, _si~~ekisi-

5e lesigodi esinorhe kangaka kepha sibe singenayo ~~1limela. 
Sizibuze enhlizivweni vaso: kazi kubangehva yiru. Pho 
ubani ozosiphe~dula. 'Izivande zivuthi\ve ziphele!e. Ne
mizi isihambi asiviboni. Nokho omunyc \\?Y? ~l\~bone 
uthe lwi kude impela nokhalo esimi kulo. Kazi sizoyibuza 
kuphi indlela. Isigodi sihle, kepha asakhelwc muntu. 

"Sakubona, Baba." •c 
Isihambi sethuke ngoba kacle singamboni owes1.i.azane 
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ophezu bvesihlahla somfomfo osuvuth\ve \Vamhlophe gwa. 
"Yebo, Mama, angikuboni. Libusa ngani kulesigodi ?" 
"1fina ngiziphilela ngemithi muntu wabantu. Nokho 

qhubek:a, uma unenhlanhla, uvofike usinde bvaLubhede." 
. KwaLubhede. Konje kung.ase kube nguye lowo. Besc 

s1buza. 
"Kuyadliwa yini khona kwaLubhede lo\VO ?" 
"Y ebo, nababvami bavukelc khona." 
"Ubani ,·ena loLubhede ?" 
"UBh , I " evu a. 
Sibuze indlela masim·ane. O\vesifazanc asilavele kahle 

njengob-venza !nvabant~, 
"Usudukile Baba. Phindela cmuva. Yona uvishive 

kulesiya sihlahla somdoni. Y ona iphambukela kw'esob~
nxele. Ngena yona. Uyothi nxa usuwele umfudlana ubusu
ngena umzila wezinkomo. Uphendukele k\vesokhohlo. 
Bamba ngawo-ke; uyoze ukukhweze igquma; ubusuyiqa
phela yona k\vesok:unene. Thatha yona-ke ,uthi wolokhlo 
phansi fmhi ikukhombc kwesokudla. Leyo iyokudonsa 
iyokmveza umfula. Uzothi ungaka\vmveli lo\vo mfula 
ubusuthi nankuya umuzi enhla nommango. Uyothi usukude 
buduze nalo\vo muzi, ibisikuphambukisela kwesokudla. 
Ndanda n9'avo-ke levo. Uvothi uthi memfu okhalweni u ., ,, ,, 
ubuwubona umuzi ngaphesheya komfula ubhekcne nawe. 
Yiwona o\vak\vaLubhede." 

"Kukude! Ngiyofika likuphi ilanga ?" 
"Uzofik.a khooa manje." 
"Indlela vokududuza isihambi leyo. Sengiyayazi. Ngi

yabonga, 1'1ama. Sala kahle." 
"Ake ubheme phela, mntanami." 
"Akusekho lutho, Mama," sisho sihosha idlelo esi

khwameni, sichathaza ugwayi esanclleni saso sobunxele. 
Asondele O\Vesifazane awemukele ngesandla sakhe sobunxe
le. Abonge. Abesebuza: 

"Liqhanyukiswaphi, Baba?" 
"Ngiqhamuka emphakathini." 
"Isibongo ?" 
"Nguj\favuso." 
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"Yebo-kc Nxele. Uthunywe khona kwaLubhede ?" 
"Yebo." 
"No-iyabona, mntanami. Salusuhamba kahle." b, 

"Yebo, 1fama, nawe ubosala kahle." 
Ezansi kwcndlela csihoshcni sibone amantombazane 

nabalobokazi bcshaye izindwendwe, bethwele izimbenge 
ezigc~vele izithclo zezinhlobonhlobo-amanumbel~., ama
khi\Va, amatulwa, imifomfo, amahlala. Kuqhuqhumba 
omakh,;1;cvane czintornbini. Bahamba bevika izinyoka 
no-oba phela nazo zinhila ngezitbclo zaseodle, zizibanga 
n:bantu. Bazothi ba'ngafika cmakhaya bazerhulc phambi 
k,vawonina nawoninazala. Yi.bona-kc abazakuzaba; babele 
abant,vana ngezigaba zabo, babele oyisc babo kanye nornuzi 
wonke. Baclle imithi yemvelo. 

UBhevula wathi ufuna ukubonga abakubo abaphansi. 
\Vathi lo,vo mbongo uzowuphuza nomakhehvane, nabanye 
abantu benkosi abano-ase bamvakashele ngalolo suku, 
mzuk\vana emuhle. \'('athatha isitsha u1faDlamini ,va
caohuna amabcle wa\vacwilisa. \Vathatha esikhulu waca
phuna ummbila, nawo wa,venza njalo. Esebup~ekile, 
wabuhluza u:i\faDlamini ,vaqonda kurnnurnzanc \Yath1: 

"Sekulungil-:: ukudla k\vakho, Baba." . 
\Vano-ena edladleni uLubhede. Buyahaza, buyac\vay1za, 

buyaph~1phuma. Asun~uze imbiza cthile, abesekhulumela 
phansi eyioika abapha11s1. 

"\VeZintombi!" 
"Sengikhona, Baba," kukhuluma intombazanyana yakhe 

eqala ubutshitshi. . 
Hamba uve kuMn.isi, naku

nakuShaba~gu no:i\fanana uthi 
"Kulungile, mntanam1. 

Ncong\Vane, nakuMahluza 
ake bazono-ibona kusasa." . . . . 

Aphum~ urnnt\Vana agijime ajikeleze nem1z1 yawomakhe-

lwana. I dli • A do 
Kuvaphuzwa. Amakhosikazi aphuze a en m. ma -

<la a huzela esibuveni. Indaba enkulu k_unazo_ zonke namhl~ 
P , b 1 b sob 1Nkos1 noHulumeru 

cyonakanc. ./'~.banye ~yas? a, a ' . bathi 
k h li , t imah vonakanc. J\basolavo ngo ut e sa aoan u , d · l , 'hlase 

no-abe kutheliswa kuphela labo abasen aweni eyo es1 -
b 

l wa isifo. Hayi Jonke izwc:. Impi ii \\·iwa yib.bo e:bahbse
leyo. ....-\banye bathi iNkosi ithathc kahle impela. J\banye 
bathi ngabe kutheliswa kuphela abafuyile. Ongenankomo 
uhlushelwani? Abanye baphendule ngesiga esithi: "No
ngenankomo upyidl'inyama." Abanyc babuze ukuthi yini 
kuthiwe ijokwe lizothwalwa yibona bod\va, kepha abeLungu 
abanemihlarnbihlambi ,·ezinkomo akuzwakali ukuthi bona 
bazorhcliswa malini. • Onolwazi abakhuze, abachazelc 
ukuchi nabo baphakarhi embizeni. Bona bazmhelela inko
mo nenkorno abayifuyile. Iyinye bazoyithelela ngosheleni 
nozuka. 

Iyebve injalo eyonakane. Omunye aqale ingoma. Ayiha
ye :-·ed\rn isikhashana, alandelwe enye indoda; kulandele enye 
futhi, alandele namanye ize ivuth\ve ingoma Ayivungame 
amadoda ize igcwale umoya. Akhombe ngezithupha. A
ch,vayc aze aqethukc, kube sengathi asephethe izihlangu 
ngak\vesobunxele. Ayilahle ingoma aqale ukuphikisana 
ngezobusha babo ngesikhathi beseqisa okwamankonyane. 

Baphuza obombuso. Obombuso abukhethi. Obukhe
tha vo obusetshenzehvcYo. Lobo abusibo obomnumzane, 
obalabo abamsebenzele·. Bungaphuma endlini buphumilc 
ezandlcni zakhe. Isiceli siyayazi indawo yaso. Sihlala 
ngaphandle, silalele ozosibiza, osaziyo uma ekhona; kanti 
noma enaekho asinakuncishwa. Naso sizobizwa n0aomunve b . 

ongasazi athi: 
"\'v' ensiz\va enezinwele ezirnhlophe!" 
Sisondele siphuze sesule umlomo, sibonge siphindele 

phandle. Uma amajaha emaningi akuvamile ukuthi ayo
banjelwa onke, ngaphandle kokuthi umnumzane awanike 
ukhamba hvawo odwa. Lokho kuya ngokuthi buningi na. 
Uma bulingene abaninibo kuyobanjehva ingcosana kuphela. 

"Wemvele zibomvu!" 
"Nangu!" kusabela enye cnesihluchu esibomvu. 
"Hlola lapha!" 
"Nkosi!" lisho lishoshobala lihlala lizinza. Linikezwe 

ukhamba. Ilubambe insizwa ngazo zombili. Iphuze, 
iphuze, iphuze. Igcine n~?~u~hatha ir~~mokazi. Isukume, 
ibonge ngezandla zomb1h 1zihlangams1le. lye· komunye 
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t. wczinsiz\va chamb.l nazo; akbamise besc ilirhela cmlom·eni 
wakhe lelo thamo. , 

Umnumzane yena uphuzcla kumancishana. Ophuza 
naye kulolo khamba ngomkbulu kunayc. Ukubizwa nou
mnumzane atbi akc uthi cabucabu kumancishana ukupha
kanyiswa. Kodwa yini ongayiphuza lapho. Umancishana 
ungu:11ancishana njengcgama lakhc. Umane ubeke urrilo
mo nJe. 

"Akenilalele madoda," k.ukhulurna enye. 
Kuthule cwaka. 
"Angisenalutho bamu bcNkosi. Sengiyanihambisa nga

lokhu,'' esho ebakhombisa ukhamba oselumi phambi kwa
bo, uBhevula. 

Asho kanyekanye amadoda. 
"Lubhede, Lokothwayo, Lwandle luwelwa ebusuku, 

emini lu\vehva abasekhabonyoko." 
"Phakamisa wethu," kukhuluma u:i\fanana, "siphuze 

sichitheke kusakhanya, izinswelaboya sezandile." 
"Kunjalo, 1fanar:a," kusho uNcongwane eluphakamisa, 

"kuzoze kufikc abamilomo mide. Kami kuhle ukuwela 
imifula usabonwa ngabantu, iz\Ve seiiyalumela. Abanta
bethu bayothi sasiyophuza kwaLubhede." 

Banela baluqeda lolo khamba, abanye abavela kudana 
bavalelisa. Labo abalalela iseluleko seNkosi. Abantu babo
shesha babuyelc emizin.i yabo kusakhanya. Umnumzane 
'.:I.vale utshwala ngesikhathi. Isisu sibekehva ngaphandle. 
Ukudla komnumzs.ne akuqedwa. Nangakusasa bayobuye 
bamvakashele bazophuza isitshod<?· . 

Y eka imali! Yeka impande yez1ga! _Lafa ~z:"·~ lawok~o
kho, ladunawa yimali. Imali ngeyezmye 1z1g1gaba ez1za 
nempucuko~ Ngabe awu~ayiboni ngame?lo. _l!ngase 
ubaxoshe abakuzela nemali? ~ngake us1b~ke 1s1cabh~ 
emnyango utshwala bungakapheli ngaphakath:. U~lo~o. 
Yeka imali, yeka umthakathi wezigodo. Way1qeda 1mpil~ 
yomuntu eqotho. Was.ho umfana ecula belalele abalaleli 

wathi, 
Imali yami, yek imali yami; . 
Imali yami, yaphelel etshwaleru. 
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Tshclan' ubaba ukuth' imali ngiyiqedilc. 
0, ngamshintshumpondo 
Ngamenz' oshcleni 
Ngafik' eGoli ngaphuza kancane. 

Ababeyilalelc yabahlaba umx...l-iwele bamemeza bathi: 
"Yiphinde mfana." ' 

. Wayip~da: Bona. bathi makaphinde ingoma kanti 
yena uthi bath1 makaphrnde aphuze yona imali yakhe levo. 
_ Aphuma amadoda avalelisa libantu bahle kwaLubh~dc. 

~alawo ake athi zila zila kwaba ngoba ebona isihambi 
s1za ngase_nzansi komuzi. Athanda ukuba asibingelele 
a?uze nezindab_a ukuma kwazo lapha sivela ngakhona. 
~iza kahle;. 0s1bonayo uyakholwa ukuthi sivela kude 
s1_bukeka ses1kh~thele. S!phethe i~ikhali ezimbili nengedla. l 
S1vunule amahiya sa~c1na 1:gelibomvu ngaphezulu. Si
vunule amabheshu ez1mpunz1. Uthe ukuba asibone uBhe
vula, \~ashaywa ?luncane uvadh~ana;. okungazange kume
nze. S1the nxa smgena emabalem omuzi sakhuleka· 

"E! nina bak\vaNgwane; nina beKunene!" • 
Saqonda ngasenhla kwesibaya. Samisa izikhali zaso 

kanye _nengedla. Sa~lala phansi khona lapho. Sathulula 
ugway1 sabhema, s1bhema ngentshengula. Wasondela 
uBhevula kanye namado~~ amabili. Nabo bahlala phansi 
ku~e buduze naso. Bas1bmgelela ngamunye njengendlela 
yes1ntu. Naso savuma. 

"Liqhanyukiswa ngaphi ?" kubuza uNcono-wane. 
"Emphakathini. Ibono elomlomo, beKun~'1e, apheWe." 
A?u_kane odwa amadoda. ~omuntu uthi uphuma empha-

kathim kodwa wona akamaz1. Akaze akhulumisana; asi
mze akhana ngamehlo kuphela. 

"Wazahva indoda, muntu weNkosi. Besidla,·idla. Kepha 
sesesule umlomo," kukhuluma uLubhede. • 

"Isisu somhambi singangesisu sikangcede,'' kuqhubeka 
isihambi. 

"Pho," kuqhuba uLubhede, "libangiswephi ?" 
"Ngilibangise hvaBhevula Lubhede." 
"Y ebo-ke,'' kuphendula yena uLubhede umoy~ wakhe 

ushona phansi. 

* Wuhlobo oluchize lwenduku ecijiwe. 



"1\ngazi noma ngiyaphosisa yirn Llrn'.l. ngithi kukhona 
kwalomnumzane lapha ekhaya?" 

"Kukhona muntu weNkosi." 
"Uphi pho ycna umnumzane ?" 
"UBhevula Lubhede yimina." 
"Ngiyabonga, Lubhede. Ngiphuma dvlbabane. Nzi

thunywe kuwe; ngithunywe iNkosi yascnkantolo." 
Lokhu amadoda abehlezi buqamama, asondela eduze 

nesihambi manje. Sithule. Sibuye siqhubeke sesibona 
ukuthi asahleli. 

"Ngisuke khona izolo emini yantambama. Ngokunga
wazi umuzi wakho ngehle njalo ngesihosha ngalibhekisa 
emphakathini wakini, eLuclidini. Sengivela eLucliclini 
njengoba ningibona nje. INkosi yasenkantolo ithi fika 
kuyo masinyane. Inendaba ephuthumayo." 

"Ngabe ndaba yini ?" 
"Phinde! Nga be ngiyaqamba." 
"Ngiyakuzwa muntu weNkosi," kusho uBhevula. 
"Kuzoclingeka sicotobe namhla nje, ukuze kuqalc kuya-

_vulwa cmahovisi sesilindele." 
"Ngiyezwa. Isibongo ngingathi ungubani ?" • kubuza 

uLubhede. 
"lviina ngingowakwa1favuso." 
Abize ingane uBhevula. Ayitshele ukuthi ayitshele 

unina amlethele ukhanjana. Asukume asithele ngesibaya, 
achithe amanzi, abuye aqhamuke. Uthe ehlala phansi waye: 
qhamuka uMaDlamini nokhamba. Athi ulubeka _phamb1 
kukaLubhede athi uLubhede akalubeke phamb1 kuka
lvfavuso. Enze njalo unkosikazi, abesethi uBhevula, sengi
hwaye inzika muntu wakwalvfavuso. Kuzokwehlu~a." 

Sibonge isihambi. Asibongele namadoda _ahlez1 lapho. 
Abuphungule u1faDlamini. 1:Jth~ uma ethi uyasuku1:1a 
\Vathi uLubhedc akahlale phans1. Wahlala. Waseml_anclisa 
ngesihambi nokuthi size naziphi. Sithe ukuba s1phuze 
wabuza uLubhede. . 

"Kodwa ngokubona kwakho ayinzima lendaba eng1fune-

Jwa yona ?" 
I 10 

"Kubukeka kuyindaba ebuhlungu," kuphendula u
Mavuso. 

"Uz:na singaphuma lapha ekukhaleni kwezinkukhu zoku
qa!~ _:111gafi~a eMbabane kungakavulwa emahovisini." 

Kulung~e, Lubhede, ngokwazi kwakho." 
Amakhos1 ayahlonishwa. Ahlonishwa ngezenzo 

~genkulumo, nangemvunulo. . Abamhlophe bagqok~ 
0a~e. bakhokclele uma beyom1swa ebholcisini noma ela
babe!;:_~e arnacala noma ela\vofakazi, noma beyizibukeli. 
Bahlorupha umthetho. Umthetho ubukhosi. Kanti na
bansundu lokho bak.wazi ngokwemvelo yabo. 

UBhevula waphelekezelwa ngumakhelwana wakhe u
lv~anana. Bavunula baphelela. UBhevula wanmula ama
hiya amane, nezimpunzi; \Vavunula umbhenso * okhalweni 
emaqakaleni wagaba iziphandla ezimnyama, wahiza inko~ 
nyane empunga, ekhanda wahloma usiba lweqhude eli
bomvu. \Vaphatha umgobo onenjobo vemfene ekhomba 
ibutho lakhe, iNyonebomvu. , 

* * * 

"Nkosi!" kukhuleka u?-.Iavuso. 
"Nkosi!" kukhuleka uBhevula noManana kanyekanye. 
''.Yebo, madoda," kmruma inkosi yenkantolo. 
"Nguye uBhevula Lubhede lo?" kukhuluma uMavuso. 
"Sa\vubona, Bhevula." 
"Nkosi!" 
"Bhevula, ngiyajabula usufik.ile. Ngikubizele indaba 

enzima.'' 
"Ingani Nkosi ?" 
Athule umLungu elungisa masinyane indlela ezokwenza 

umbiko ungabhidlizi imizwela kaBhevula. Aqhubeke 
ngokubona ukuthi iNkosi isaququda imihlathi kanti yena 
uthanda ukwazi masinyane: 

"Ingendodana yami, uQhathumunyu ?" 
"Ingaye, Bhevula, ngiyadabuka." 
"Nga be kasekho umntanami ?" 
"Yebo, Bhevula." 

* Imvw1U!o yezinsizwa eyenziwe ngesikhumba senkomo. 
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"Ufile ?" 
"Ufile. Ngithole 

thangi ntambama. 
u1-'Iavuso." 

ucrngo oluvela eMgungundlovu ku
Ngaso leso sikhathi ngasengithuma 

Abambe amehlo uLubhedc. Zchle izinyembezl. Acishe 
ukuhlaba ngobuso phansi. Ambambe uManana. 

"Urlli\va \·ini Nkosi ?" kubuza uManana. 
"Kuthiw~ ubula,ve ngamanxeba engwenya." 
Leyo mpendulo akayizwanga uBhevula. 
"Ka,vukahle kengibashayele ucingo futhi," kukhuluma 

iNkosi yenkantolo. llugwedle ngamandla. Ilalele, iz\ve 
ukuthi bakhona abasakhuluma ocingweni. Ikhahlule . . 
ocrngwem. 

"Izwi eliphuthumayo! Inkosi yasenkantolo ekhulumayo. 
Yebo. Nangu uyise kaQhathumunyu. Yebo. Hm, hm, 
hmmmmmm! Nimngc\vaba nini ? Ngasikhath.i sini ? 
Uzofika. Namhlanje. Angazi. _Angazi. Ngemoto. 
Qha. Ngiyabona. Kulungile. Ngiyabo~ga." . 

Iphendukele kuLubhede imbone ukuthi manic usethule. 
Ibisi khuluma. 

"Bathi abakamthuni. Yima bezomthuna namuhla nta-
mbama ngehora lesine. . _ 

"Y eka umfana wami; yeka 1gugu laffil; waze wayofela 
ezizweni. \X'angcwatshwa ngingasambonanga! Kungenxa 
yemfundo yenu beLungu. Angisayikubona ngisho nethuna 
lakhe." 

\X'avesekhohliwe nokuthi ukhuluma neNkosi yasenkanto-
lo, udiuntu ohlonishwayo. Kwenza iminjunju ese imgwaza 
enhliziv,veni. 

"So~ke siyadabuka no-alombiko. Ngizokwenzela umza-
mo ukuba uphuthume ~yofika esidunjini." 

"Nkosi!" . 
"Futhi no-izoke naikhulume neNkos1 yaseMgun~undlovu 

ukuthi bak~vumele° usithwale, sibuyis,ve ekhaya s1zofihlwa 
khona." 

"Nkosi ! " . . . i.. 
Inkosi iphathe inkinojana. K.ukhale rns1mb1 ngapuandle. 

Kungene umfana. Ibisithi umfana kabize umshayeli we-
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zimoto zakwaHulumeni. Idonse ucingo ikhulume nompha
thi wamaphoyisa. Iqede. Ibuye ilunyakazise ikhulume 
nompharhi \Yezimoto zakwaHulumeni. Iqede. Angene 
umshaveli akhuleke. 

"Sh~visa!" 
"Nkosi!" eshava indesheni ekhombisa ukuthi ukhuluma 

nobani. • 
"Uzothatha nangu uBhevula kanye nalendoda chamba 

naye umuse eMgungundlovu. Sengilungisile noSayitsheni. 
Uzophuma lapha uqonde khona uyothatha izincwadi nemi
valezo. Imoto uzovifica isikulindele khona." 
✓ , 

"Nkosi!" 
Ibheke isikhathi; 9.30. "Uzotharha inqola ubusuzotharha 

uBhevula, phurhuma." 
XVI 

Kuliqiniso izwe lidinga abongikazi kakhulu. Izifo 
ziya ngokwanda. Odokotela seziyabagabha. Izingcweti 
ziyaphiceka. Izifo ezindala ziyaziwa, namakhambi oku
zixwayisa asekhona. Ezintsha ziseyink.inga. Ophethwe 
yizo akayokongiwa esibhedlela. 

l)msebenzi wabongi mkhulu. Bayonga, bayancenga, 
bayatotobisa, bayafunza, bayachatha, bayageza, benza no
kuningi okunye. Iziguli zidinga abongi abanesihe, aba
bekezelayo. Impilo yesiguli ayikho kangako ezandleni 
zamak.hambi esiphi\va wona, kepha ikakhulu isezandleni 
zabongi. Umongi uyafundiswa ukuphathwa kweziguli. 
Uyisandla sokunene sikadokotela. Uhlonipha abongikazi 
abakhulu na,vodokotela. Athandane nabongi abanye. 
Ufundiswa ukubekezela, isihe, umusa ezigulini nasezihlo
rsheni zazo. Ufundiswa ukuba nobuso obuhle ngaso sonke 
isikhathi, ubunono, nokunakekela iziguli nomsebenzi wakhe 
wonke. Ufundiswa ukuhlanzeka komzimba, kwempilo, 
kwesimilo nokwenkulumo. 

UPhikwase ,vayefundiswa ubongi. Eboniswa ulwazi 
lwemithi. Efisa ukuthi athi angaqeda imfundo leyo abese
buyela kubo eSwartland ayosebenza khona, phakathi 
kwabantu bakubo. 

"Phikie ! " 



"Sister!" 
"Kukhona isiguli esiza ngebhanoyi. Kuthiwa sesophe 

kakhulu. Lungisa izinto zokufaka igazi. Ngisaphuthuma 
esiteshini samabhanoyi. Sheshisa." 

Aveke ukulunaisa arnacansi, uPhikic. r\phuthume kulo 
ika~elo lalowo ~sebenzi. Amabhodlela aklelile. J\mabho
dlela acrcwele ig:azi eliphilayo. ElabeLungu nelabantu. 

Aba~ye abarrtu banl"kela ngegazi labo, balinikclele ukuyo
philisa abanye abanjengaleso siguli es_isemoyeni. ~ay~ 
kuleyo nhlancrano evenza lowo msebenz1 \Vokudonsa 1gaz1 
ligcinelwe izingozi • zalo~o. hl?bo. Baqal~ ngoku~o~~a 
ukuthi baphilile, nokuth1 1gaz1 lelo abalirukezayo hphilil_e 
vini. Bese-ke lihosh\va ngem.ishini lifakwa cmabhodleleru. 
Lihlale liphilile. . . . . 

Azibhekisise lezo zimbiza uPhikwase. Abhe1cis1se mu-
bhalo namaphepha akhomba ukuth.i clomuntu noma elo
mLungu. Athathe izinsimbi zarnashubhu, nokunye,_ akt.1:
qoqele lapho kusetshenzelwa _kho1:1~· Akubeke e:2.t~le~. 
Ath.int.ithe icansi. Ahlangaruse 1zmqanyana ~ezins~mb1, 
zime ngezinyawo ezintathu. Afake amashubhu alrngamsele, 
abone ukuth.i kulu.ngile. 

"Sakubona, j\fongi," kubingelela 
amehlo ukubona ukuthi uPhik\vase 
nJ· encromfundi. 

udokotela egijimisa 
ulunaise kahle vini b , 

0 
k 1 " "Sakubona Do -ote a. 

"Ngumscbenzi oncomckayo. Uyoba ngophambili u-
• " mongi. . k - hl 

Ahlabeke umxhwele umfu.nd1. .Amamathe e ka e. 
Kungene umphathi wabongikazi egijima, abuze: . 
"Wenze kanjani Phikie ?" Ath.i qalaqala. Eneliswe. 

Abesethi: · b • k 
"O, ngendlela emangalisayo. E_mpeleru eng_mge -~ 

ngikunike lomsebenzi okokuba bengmgakwethemb1le. I 
ndJela ephambili." d k 1 

"Umsebenzi wakhe uyancomeka," kukhulwna u o -ote a 
eqhamuka ekamelweni lapho egqokela k.hona, esegqoke 

ephelele. 1 1 
Kungene omunye wabongi naye esegqoke e owo mse-
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bcnzi. Egcckcni kumc iambulensc. Km·ona k\\·ehliswa 
i?hungu eseliphelelwe ngamandla nengqo~do. Lithe lila-
1.iswa embhedeni wayephangela esandleni uDokotela Khu
malo. \Y/ezwa ukuthi inhlizivo irnsebenza kahle, noma 
isiphelelwe ngamandla. Kepha, igazi eliningi liphumile. 
. \Y/adons~ umesana endishini wasika umthanjana, athathe 
1shubhu elisuka ebhodleleni alifake kuwo. Leza igazi eli
phurm .. ebhod!elefli langena. \\?ahlala walibheka. \Vasuku
ma wenza eminye imizamo ayaziyo. Sathachwa isiguli 
sayolal.is\va endlini ethile. Salalis\va sodwa. 

"Sekulungile," kusho udokotela, "uma kuvela okum·e 
okunzinyana usuyokungibiza ngocingo," washo ephun{a. 

* * 

"Sinjani isiguli sakho, r-.fongi ?" kubuza umphath.i
kholiji laseNdakane. 

"Sigula kakhulu. Silele. Siphelelwe ngamandla," ku
phendula umongi ?\1sithini, emnikeza ifomu ukuba ayi
gcwal.ise. 

"Kulungile, :;\fongi," kukhuluma umphathi-kholiji, "tha
tha usiba ngizokunika konke okud.ingekayo, besengisayina 
kuphela." 

Nempela adonse usiba umongi Msithini abuze: 
"Igama Jakhe ?" 
"Qhathurnunyu Luful\vakhe Lubhede." 
"Igama lik.ayise ?" 
"Bhevula." 
"Ikheli likaBhevula ?" 
"Lume School, P.O. Liz\velabantu, Swaziland." 
"Isikhulu ?" 
"Bhembe Nkosi." 
"lsifunda ?" 
"Mbabane." 
"Sengiyabonga 1-fnumzane." 
"Kuphela ?" 
"Kuphela :ivfnumzane." 
"Linjan.i UL"{eba ?" 
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";\libukeki. Ngizwe kunyakaza amathumbu, ngoba 

yimina F:bekade ngiligeza." 
"Ngiyabonga Ncsi. Ngimfisela asinde umfana ,vami." 

"Sonke." 
"Sengiyabonga. Sala kahle Nesi." 
"Yebo, hamba kahlc, \lnumzane." 
Livu.se ikhanda ibhungu. Livule amchlo li[hi qalaqala, 

libone umongi ehlezi ecelen.i kombhede \\·alo. Lithulise 
licabange, lizame ukubuyisa umqondo 1.ifuna uk\vazi ukuthi 
lapha kukuphi, lifike kanjani, kwenze njani. Labona 
ukuthi lilele endlini ccwazimulayo. Kuncsigubhu esikhulu 
sesiban.i phezulu. Li[he lapho lizama ukuvuka wal.icindezela 

phansi ngesanclla umongi, ,vathi, 
"11usa ukuvuk.a. Thulisa unganyah,.zi. Lala." 
"Kanti sengiphi ?" labuza ngez\vi lobvechuka. 
"Usesibhedlela. Bunjan.i ubuhlungu ?" 
"Angiz,va buhlungu mina." 
Lanela lasho njalo lavala amehlo lalala. 

'* :-:(: * 
"Uthini :.longi ?" kubuza umongikazi omkhulu etbukile. 
"Usethul.ile, Sister. Biza udokotela." 
Abongi abasenazo izinyembezi. Ur:1[hombo ':va~o sewa-

sha. Nemizwelo yabo seyoma. lmp1lo yabo, 1mi.hla nge
mihla izuno-ez\Ve izidumbu. Uthi ecimeza lowo ocimezayo 

' b • kube bona bezishavela ikhwelo, bekhuluma ngamazw1 
emihla, ngoba imiz,,;elo yab? yosizi sezayomi_sa. Bayasiso
nga bayazixoxela. NoPhikwase sewaban1alo. Kepha 
manje amehlo ak.he asagcwele 1z111yembez1 a1:-gazaz_1 nay_e 
ukuthi zivelaphi, zidalwa yini. Sezehla ngez1hlathi. Z1-
khomba isimo semizwelo vakhe kulomzuzu. Kepha yena 
akazanga ukuthi kukhona 'into enjalo ekhonjwa ngamehlo 

akhe. "Uyamazi yini Jomuntn Nesi ?' Kubuza umongi omkhu-

lu. 
"Angimazi, .Mechiloni. • 
"Awun1azi ?" 
"Angimazi." 
"Pho?" 
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::Y~ni 11ethiloni ?" nan: ab Iz1nyembezi ?" • uze ngokwerhuka. 

Kwav· 'b /lma ez1 ona ukuthi 11 
"Nami-k~ angisakuqondt~~i ,~khc ayachiphiza. 
Akak\vaz1 nave lokho . i • • 

ans1 no;vidali ,vczinto zonke . .!. m. waziwa nga-baph · , umman:a11s1thi • K 

* 
"Kuniani Sister ;l" 

* 

"Usethulile Dokotela ,, 
. ~A..sondele km·e udokotela -·1 
1n11thambo \'C~ •1 am."G onge. 
anikine i .1 1 pi 0

•. Amyeke. Erne 
"H k.handa umz1mba ,vakhe wehle. 

Abambe yonke 
abambe ukhalo J 

" mm -r:rirr:m, Usehambile." 
"Senza :1-iaru manje Dokotela ;,» k • Makas1we cndlini ,·c 'cl b. ub~z_a umphath1-bongi • 

. /1 un~ u. ;"\Jgm1keze ifomu le\o." 

Sekuwusuku lwesithathu ~ J\ 
k~na nesidumbu. Scsa hol~a:,uhla ~mrhefumu'lo v.,,=e'hlp-
Is1dumbu sithulilc kule{-o d ~oba _1gaz~ selema, laphofa. 
kabongi izidumbu L • n _a?o· S1hlel1 sodwaJ Abon.l 

1 
·1 ' Donga 1m1phefu 1 _; • • gi.1, 

ep 11 avo. Bazama ukuv·lib . . . mu o eseserruz1mberu 
oluya ·eZulwini 'Ihlal: i_ hi~z_1sa !ze_ i~ohlwe uhambo lwa}'O 

hl 
. ' c 1s s1se rn11z1mba 1 h 1 • 

nom abachi neyikho k k k e ut u 1 nomlotha 
kwase kuphela ongakasi~h~w~ -u~~mhlabeni. NguPhi-
hlwa ngalo. Ude ethi sh l 1 A Namhla usuku esiyofi-
ngok\vesaba ni· eno-oba e e_le. son_d~le avule umnyango 
. l k . o enz1 e n o-ov1v1 • b 120 o ·us1hlwa. Angen k O 

' nJengo a enzile 
"Thi!" e ngo unyonyoba. 

Lumshaye lumphinde uval Phi mandla okubaleka. 0 u kwase aphelelwe nanga-

"Thi-i! thi-i!!" 
Kuphele nya ukwesaba K fik • • • • 

khwchlela isidumbu A· u . ~ ~sib_incli. Asizwe sesi-
"Ngiphuzise ama~zi - qunge 1S1brncli, asondele. 

khuluma ofile. ' Dadewethu, ngidimve kabi," ku-

"Sister! Sister! 
"Ubani ?" 

* * 
Isimanga! Usebuyile!" 
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" "Umuntu wengwenya. . . 
"Musa ukungethusa wena," waphenduh ngehphans1 

enganakile. . . . . ,, 
«Woza Sister, phang1sa, uth1 wom1le, ufuna amanz1. 

"Uqinisile kodwa ?" 
"Kuvuke abaphansi." 

''Qhathumunyu!" . . . 
«sister!" asabele ngezw1 eliph1le sak~. . 
Bambhudukeza ngokushesha abong1. B~mkhip~1e ngo-

kushesha angaze abone ukuthi uphakach1 bvez1dumb'-:. 
Bamkhiphele phandle. Bameth\valisane_ bamuse embheden1. 

"Usuvukile mfowethu ?" kubuza uPhikwase emamatheka, 
amehlo akhe egcwele inja~u~o. . . . ,, 

"Yebo, Dadewethu. Ng1phuz1sen1 an:1~z1. . . 
\X'anikezwa. \X'aphuzisa ok~_venkomo 1b1kade 1boshet~e. 

Kungene udokotela wak11e uKhu?1alo :1o~uso_ o?ethu e~ 
Akabasabuza kubongikazi u~'-:thi kuniam, \vas1mze wa 
qonda kumuntu obekade eseyis1dumbu. 

''Ndoda!" 
"Dokotela!" b 
Wanela wezwa impendulo ephilayo akabesabuza m uzo. -

Wamdumela wamhlola ukuthi nemp~la u~p?efu~f~;t~~a 
il 'nhli • isiyashaya useshisa y1ru. o 

buy e, 1 z1y<?nhl. . . . 'haya kakhulu. Andukuphe-
'Vezwa eyakhe i_ 1~1yo 1s1s ' 
ndukela kumongi at1!,i: b. G ma Uthi nje no-ithi 

"Sister, shaya ucingo-u ize u a • :::, 
h " akaphut ume. 

Aphendukele kumfana, 
il d d )" "Usubuy e n o a· . :>" 

"Bengikade ngiye ngapb1 Dbokotela iZhumalo. Waphe-
Ak hendula lowo m uzo u . b 

azawup 'k . M 'thini wabuzisisa ukuth1 urn one 
ndukela kum<?ng1 az1. r s1 U h 1 ho no-abe uyamphendula 
kanjani ukuthi usebuyile. t; ~~tela 0 Gama ngesidumo. 
u.Nesi 11:sithini kwangenaku h'? mbizelani. Wamdumela 
Wasemtshela uKhumalo u ut 1 u 
uGama wamx.ilonga naye. 
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"Ubuye ngokuphelele," kukhuluma uGama. "Uma kuve
la okunye kuyobe sekungokusha." 

"Ngiyabonga, Mbhokane. Injobo ithungelwa ebandla. 
Nami ngimfice esenjalo." 

"Kod\va usebuthakathaka," kusho uGama. 
"Yebo," kuphendula uKhumalo, "uzodinga ukunakeke

lwa kakhulu." 
Baphumele phandle odokotela nabongi, beme khona. 
"Nimbone kanjani ukuthi usephapheme ?" kubuza 

uDokotela Khumalo. 
"Angazi nam.i," kuphendula umphathi-bongi. "Ngi

bikelwe uSister Mbatha owengamele indlu yeziguli. Wathi 
naye ubikelwe umongi Msithini." 

"Bengizedlulela ngakhona," kuk.huluma umongi Msi
thini, "ngasengimuzwa ethimula. Ngavula umnyango, 
ngangena phakarhi. Ngasondela. Wasethi angimphuzise, 
udiniwe." 

"Ngiyabonga kakhulu, Nesi," kubonga uDokotela 
Khumalo. "Umsindisile." 

Baphindela csigulini futhi. Wasibuza uK.humalo, 
"Kunjani, ndoda yamadoda ?" 
"Ngiz\va ngidimve kabi, Dokotela" 
"Udimve yini ?" kubuza uGama. 
"Ngihambe indawo ende kabi. Ngifuna ukulala," 

washo wavala amehlo walala. 
"Ake simveke alale," kukhuluma uDokotela Khumalo. 

"Ake uhlale -umbheke njalo Mongi Msith.ini. Uhlale eduze 
kwak.he. Sekungumntanakho." Bahleka abanye. K wa
phunywa, kwashiywa uPbikwase esibhekile njalo isiguli. 

UPhikwase iSwazikazi laseSwartland. Ukuvunula kwa
maSwazi lawo asavunula ngokwemvelo wayengakaze akubo
ne. Yena ukhuluma isiNguni saseNtilasifali esibizwa ngo
kuthi isiZulu-siSwazi. Ingxubevange yesiZulu, isiSwazi, 
isiSuthu, isiNdebele, isiXhosa, isiLungu. Uvame ukubona 
izimoto ezibhalwe "SD", izazana zithi ukufinyeza u.Sobhuza 
Dlamini. 

Esangweni lesibhedlela kungena imoto, ijiphi, • SG 45. 
K wehla insizwa egqoke uk.hakhi, ibhulukwe elifisha, ibha-
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ntshi elinamankinobho acwebezelayo, iyembe, konke ukha
khi. Iziphika zebhantshi zibo~v~, ~,uz_o:1a kubh~lwe 
ngezinsimbi ezicwebezelayo ul~mh1 ~p ; 1S1gqok? smca-

vana siyindino-ilizi, sinebhaniana elincanyana ehbomVl:· 
~bunzini kukl~azimula isigqoko s~mqh_ele wob1:1khos1. 
Emilenzeni ifake amagomazi kakha½h1. Iz1cathulo zinkulu, 

·bomvu. Iphethe isinqamu somsh1za. Il:ambela phezulu. 
~
1 

nde komunve umuntu wezisebenzi zasesibhedlela. Ibuze 
e1~buzavo. .Ayilayele ngokuyikh~n:bi~a ngesan~la. }
hambe ngokuqokaza iqonde eho~l~l likamphath1_-bonb1. 
Ihlangane naye emnyango wchovlSl la~_e. . Im~mgelel~ 
ngendlela yamasotsha. Bakhulume. Ib1S1mmka mcwadi. 
Athi avilande abanye. . . . . 

Em~tweni kuphume amadoda amab1h aphakathi 1:end.ima 
,obudala. Avunule isiS\vazi. Ahambc kanye nalo 1phoy1sa 
ba onde ehovisi likamphathi-bongi. . . 

~Nguye uyise walomfana lo," kukhuluma 1phoy1sa ngalo 

lukaNdlovukazi. . l l k 
Kuno-ene udokotda Khumalo. Sekubin~e e wene, u-

n ene ~Phibvase abikele udokotela ukuth1 1:1sephal;)he~e 
g f Ud ~-ocela athi asale sebehamba nov1se nez1hlo o um ana. Or... ' , 

zakhe. . 1 K dwa waphicwa 
'w'anela wabona uy1se watho rnza_. o d k 1 

. . Ukuthi vini elethe uyise laph_a. 1? o ote_a 
ymtof yn1nd.ifse1.-le uvise wo'.mfana ukuthi yini nam naru okufane-
usem u J • r 
le ayi::-..·wave enkulumeni yakhe nes1gu i. 

"K • ' • Lufu -:i" kubuza uBhevula. unpm • . • d . de " 
"Baba ngid.iniwe. Ng1hambe rn awo en • 

"Uyap_hi ?" . ,, 
"Narru angaz1. 
"Ubuhambaphi ?" . . Abahle. Begqoke 
"Bengihamba na?antu abamng1. 

izingubo ezinhle, e~imhlophe. 1 1 Kwaqhamuka uba-
Sithe sisendlelem base benyama a h~1: . hindele emuva 

h d memeza wat 1 ang1p 
bamk,.½ulu uP un u wa thanda ukuphindela e-·r Angaze no-a b umama uyang1 una. . hi o kungishaya. Kwa a 
muva. Wasekha . uswaz1 ,~t uza 
ukuphindela kwami emuva. 

120 

I 

' i 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

' UBhevula kanye nabahamba naye batharhwa uDokotela 
I<.humalo wayobalalisa kwakhe. Baxoxa kwaze kwathi 
akube_phakathi kw_amabili. Kwasa baphumula, becabanga 
ukuthi hleze kub1kwe okunye ngomfana. Ngok.uhlwa 
okulandelayo yaphuma iSG 45 yaphindela kwelakwaSo
mhlolo. 

Yamkhathaza kakhulu uKhumalo indaba yesifo salo
mfana. \v'~phen_yisisa imiqingo yezincwadi_. Waze wa-
... g 0 ..,a o~p·l,,:ro'"'t ,:ronr.,.,-ro_,..a T -,....,,.,.o_,,.a t lri 1,.. ~z=nsuku 
J.J. '-'.LJ. '-'-L.1,.1. .1,, ""'--.l..&.J. ) '-,.,.LJ.& '" '---J.1 J . ..1.1..16 n \....1.1 y ua..1.a. .&. .1 

eziyisishiyagalombili. Ilale sengathi seyafa. Wakholwa 
ukuthi umfana ubengafile kepha ubelele esengwenya. 

Abangani bakaQhathumunyu bacela kumphathi-bongi 
ukuthi bafuna ukubona umngani \Vabo. Banikwa uPhi-
bv~se ukuba abase. -

"Qhaqhamba mngorna," kusho uGezindaba engena 
emnyango elandelwa uTa\vana. 

·'Gegeda kwelaserl'ftshezi," kuphendula isiguli simnika 
isandla. 

"Yisho Ng\vane!" kukhuluma uTawana. 
"Yisho mbubana yasoSuthu," naye simnika esrnye isa

ndla. 
"Kunjani ndoda ?" kubuza uTawana. 
"Sengiphilile bafana. Into embi singixhwalisile isilwane 

somthakathi. Ngingephinde ngigijime." 
Bam.nika izithelo ababemphathele zona bezikhe ensimini 

yasekholiji. 
"Ngiyasesaba isibind.i sakho," kuphawula uGezindaba. 

"Ukuba kwakuyimi ngabe ngagxuma ngabuya la," wakho
mba phezulu emoyeni. 

"Ngani ?" kubuza uQhathumunyu. 
"Kepha wena wathula wathi du kanti isilwane siyakudla." 
"\v'a\vungek.e ugxume. Ngabe yatshuza nawe-ke uma 

wa\vungazama ukugxuma." 
"Kepha wena lowo mqondo wawutholaphi ?" 
"Izwe lakithi elezilwane. Izinyoka ezimbi, izingwenya, 

izimbube, obhejane, izimvubu, amankentshane, izingwe 
nokunye okuningi." 
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"\v'azisind.isa ngomese," kukhuluma uTawana. "Onge
nawo-ke ?" 

"Isu lirnzak..½a, mngani. Ngabe akukakubhadami ukufa. 
Noma ngabe yini-induku, ingubo, isidwaba, kulungile. 
Bakusonga kahle ngesineke bese bekududulela phakathi 
emlonveni wavo." 

Ku~jalo is~1 liyazak.ha uma umur1tu esebhadamekile. 
Uma exoshwa isilwane ugijima cqe hpho angeke ~ma_ be
kungenjalo. Izaba ziyenziwa. UQhathun:iunyu wasmdiswa 
imfundo a\·inik\va abadala, m .. bo ababey1thole kwabadala, 
bona babeyitholc rnathupha, ngokuba phakathi kwezi.lo. 

XVII 

Abantu baseS\vartland bahlangana, bacebisana ukuthi 
kungakuhle bak.he ~s_ibhecllela. Bav~1melana. Basebeya 
kuN<labazabantu \Ves1tunda ukuyocela 1mvume. 

Owabano-umkhulumeli walabo ababeyobonana noNdaba
zabantu k\~aba uGawosi Nkosi. Ab~nye balalela ~waze 
kwabasekugcir.eni._ UGawosi kwakuy1ndoda ekwaz1 uku-
khuluma nabeLungu. . )" 

"Niknala no-ani-ke namuhla mado_cla anu aseSwartland. 
kubuza uNdabazabantu, iSikoshi cs1mehlo aluhlaz~. 

"Nkosi," kuphawula uGa\vo~it, sizocela ukuthi uHulu: 
meni asisize. Sifuna ukwakha 1s1bnedlela k.hona endaweru 

th " ,re u. . Nd b -
; Sekuxoxiwe kabanz1, kwahlolwa onke _amasu, u1 a ~ 
zabantu wathi abaphindele ernak.haya. Is1celo sabo. kan) ~ 

. h bo lezo abazibekavo uzokukuthumela kwaba nez1zat u za , • f d 1 
khulu. I vothi ingabuya impendulo bab1z\Ve bazo un e wa , 

yor~aphela izinyanga ezirnbili nesiga~u babiz_wa u~uyo: 
tundelwa irnpendulo. Impendulo _yath1 kulun?1le. u~o -

b 
.. UHulumeni uzobaruka yonke impahla yo 

anpswana. • -1 ·li • k kungcwe-
kwakha erhengiwevo, kusukela es1p1 ~- ?1. ·uye b b ._ 13 b bumba 1S1t1ru. Ba uye as1 
ewe nomc~kac?· ona hazo b k.hi babaholele. Umakhi 
sondeze es1zeru. Bazoqas a a a ' 
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,vakwaHulumeni uyena ozovcza indlela yok\vakha. Ngu
yena ozoba ngumhloli wokwakha. 

Labonga ibandla. Lachitheka lenamilc. Laqala ukuqoqa 
imali. Laqasha umakhi. Isakhi\VO sasukuma. Saphakama. 
Saphethwa. Sa vulwa isibhedlela. Savuhva ngumsizi ka
Nobhala ,vorvfnyango wezcmpilo eRiphabhliki. 

Ekuqedeni kwakhe ukufundela ubongi uP.hikwase Msi
tbini wanikez\va isikhundla sobongi khona ckhaya kubo 
e S \Vartland. 

Ngokuzalwa, uPhibrnse wayeyisiklw,·ishikhwishi sento
mbazana. Lokho kwa1:venza umsebcnzi wakhe \Vachuma, 
wcnaba, waceba. Akarhathanga isik.hathi eside kwaba
luqweqwe lomongi. \Vaziz\va noma ehamba, noma ehlezi, 
noma ekhuluma, norna ethule, noma elele, noma ebuka 
ukuthi ungurnongi ngempela. 

Baqala abantu baseSwartland ukuthola imithi nawodoko
tela kalula. Ulwazi hvemfundo hvaqala ukulwa nolwazi 
lok\vethwasa. Uhvazi lwamathambo hvacehva inselelo izi
nsimbi zokupopola eziphathwa oclokotela. Badeda ubu
mnyama badedela ukukhanya. Zadabuka izinkungu kwa
ve la ilanga. Ilanga umuthi omkhulu wezifo; ikhambi lemve
lo lokubulala amagciwane. Izenzo zinamandla kunamazwi. 
Ukutshela umuntu ukuthi makakhohhve izingedla, akholwe 
odokotela abakude naye ukumbhinqa. Iqiniso ukusondeza 
kuyena lololusizo. 

"Woza ungihumushele mntanami," kusho indoda, isho 
entombazaneni egqoke ingubo emhlophe, enebhande eli
mhlophe, nesigqoko esimhlophe esithc caba ekhanda 
esinophikwana ngaphambili, efake izicathulo ezimnyama 
ezinezithende ezimfushane namasokisi esifazane ansundu. 
Impofu. Inarnashiya amnyama bhuqe. Okokuba yaba 
isilisa ngabe yaba ihwanqa. Umzimba wayo ulingene, 
ayisona isidudla, kanti ayilona noswazi. Igcwele, ayiyinde 
ayimfushane, iphakathi nendima. 

"Kulungile, Baba," kuvu.ma uPhik\vase ngeliphansi, 
"khuluma." 

"Tshela udokotcla ukuthi ngibonga kabanzi. Ukwanda 
kwali,va ngumthakathi." 
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Ahumushe ngesiBhunu uPhikwase kwazise ukuthi udo
kotela lo iBhunu. Kepha akaze asazi ngesiBhunu isaga 
esithi 'ukwanda kwaliwa ngumthakathi.' Agcine ahumushe 
umqondo oqukethwc yilesisho sesi~ulu. . 

"Kulunoile," kusho 1.:dokotela, kodwa mtshcle ukuthi 
v " besekusele amahora ambalwa agoduke lomkak.he. 

1humushe intombaz~na. 
"Awu, kunjalo Dokotela ?" ibuze \·ethukilc indoda. 

Yekhuze ishaye izandla. 
"Impel a." 
"Kunjalo mntanami ?" ibuze kumongi ngoba nguye 

olibhuloho. 
"Usho njalo udokotela." 
"Hmmmm-mmm. Buza ukuthi uzophaphama y1n1 

ekuhlinzweni ?" 
''O kahle ni·e" kuphendula udokotela. ) ' 1 ,, "rvftshele ntombi ukuthi no-ivabono-a. Nowokuqa a • • • 

Liphele iz\vi lendoda. Zigcwale ~ amehlo "\'\iahamba. 
\v'athath\va vikho lokhu." 

"Utb lodokotela wawumbizile yini udokotela ?" 
"i\ftshele ukuthi qha." . ,, 
"Uthi ano-ikutshele ukurhi wamsonta-ke uma kunplo. 
"Ha\·i Dokotcla, musa ukungihleka. Akunjalo nez~ 

nezc. ·Thina esingazi lurho siyifa lezazi. Wafela ezandlem 
• • " I hul ' zawos1vaz1. t e au. . . . :>" 

"Uthi wayephatheke kanjani n_gesikhathi esebun:1meru • 
"Ngabhula esanusini. Sach1 ba~~ye ngen) amazan~ 

embi vasolwandle, ivimbela. Sasesmg1khomba ogedleru. 
Sathi ~·ilona lungangisiza. Lolu $edla lwaluvela kwaZulu: 
Ngalu.biza. L\vangibiza inkan~1s0, 1:1-mp~m~o nosheleru 
ngaphandle. Lwathi kangilerhe 1mbuz1 em1t~1 luzosebe~z~ 
ngayo. Lwathi phu phu: Isifo sathi ng1~a phamb1li~ 
Lwabopha imbuzi lwayosithela ngokhalo. Kwasa enga 
sekho." • 

Ayibeke kahle yonke indaba no-olimi lukaPewula uPhi-
kwase Anik.ine ikhanda udoko~ela, emangele. Kod

1
wa 

• . . 1. b . befunda bayatshe wa kwaba yrnto angay1qa 1 ngo a nxa 
ngomncintiswano kwezokwelapha. 
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"Nc-c-c-c-c-. Pho, namuhla yini ekwenze ubizc mina ?" 
"Mtshele, mntanami, ukuthi okokuqala nguwena ongi

bonise indlela. Okwesibili ukuthi: ukubona kanye uku
bona kabili." 

Leso sisho wasihumusha kalula ngoba nangesiBhunu 
sikhona. 

"Uthi udokotela uqinisile. Uyakuvumela naye. Uku
bona b-,nye u.kubona kabili. Uthi ubotshela nabanye ukuthi 
baboqaphela izingedla ezihamba zizula, zith,vele irnihlanti 
zithi zingohodoba." 

"Kunjalo, mntanomlungu. Buza mntanami ukuthi 
uzokungibiza malini." 

"Uthi angikutshele ukuthi lutho." 
"Hawn, lutho ?" Wethuka umuntu omdala ngoba kuyi

nto angayejwayele. 
"Lutho. Lona ngudokotela wesifunda. Udokotela 

,vesifunda akabizi mali." 
Ingaze yakholwa indoda. Icabange ukuthi uyantela. 
":tvihla\\--umbe ungibona ukuthi ngiyimpofana, ngingeze 

ngaba nayo inkanyiso. Yebo ngiyiyo. Kepha umcebo 
unge\v-uthenge umphefumulo ophumayo." 

"Uthi-ke sekulungile. Sengizosale ngikuchazela maye-
lana nomsebenzi wakhe." 

"Do kotelal" 
"Yebo." 
"Yamukela-ke isiphana sarni engizokunika sona. Ngiku

bonge nje." 
"Uthi uma kuyisipho nje uzokusamukela. Urhi inkanyiso 

yomsebenzi ,vakhe akayifuni." 
"Abafana bazokumbambela amaqhujana amabili. Uzo-

hka anike umkakhe amphekele." 
"Uthi uyabonga kakhulu." 
Ibisikhuluma yod\va indoda: 
"Abaphansi bangangibulala uma ngingasawukhanyise

langa lomsebenzi onje." 
\Vavalelisa udokotela, \Vahamba. Abafanyana sebemi 
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eduze nemoto bephethe amaqhujana amabili. Avule 
ng~semuva kwemoto umniniyo, azifake phakathi zombili. 

L~dokotela ose~enz~ ~angaka akangibizi lutho ?" ku
buza rndoda h~Nes1. Ngiyesaba. Ungiphatha emehlweni. 
Uqonde ukungithathela ummeli azokuncrihlasela." 

"Kuliqiniso lokhu akutshcle khona" kukhuluma 
uPhikwase. 

"Y ebo rri..nt~am.i. rv1ina ngicabanga ukuth.i inkanyiso 
yakhe useyoy1b1za kanye nenkomo uma esebona ukuthi 
isiguli ses.iph.ililc. Noma-ke angavibizi kuze kufike is.i-
khath.i sokumphothula." • 

"Yaneliswa, Baba, yilokhu akutshele khona. Uyeke yonke 
lem.icabango." 

"Uma sekusho wena, ntomb.i yami, ngiyeneliswa." 
Langa lithize \Vavula ikliliniki njengasemihleni uPhikwase. 

Wezwa eshaywa ngumoya omubana oqandula ethanjeni 
uze uyozwakala phakathi kwalo emnkantsheni. Wabheka 
ngaseNingizimu wabona amafu eza neqh\va eqhamuka. 
\Vathatha .ijezi wal.igqoka ngaphans.i kweyun.ifomu. Phela 
ay.igqokelwa lutho ngaphezulu iyu.nifomu yabongi. Wa
memeza omunye wezisebenzi: 

"Phoy.isa!" 
"Nesi," kusabela .ibhungu. 
"Basa lapho kulindela khona iziguli ezizopotsholwa." 
Wandukuthatha amabhuku wabhala. Waqeda. Ngalolo 

suku kulindelwe udokotela. Wabeka kahle zonke izimfane-
lo njengokwcnza kwabongi. 

Phandle seliyakhithika. Ezintaben.i sekumhlophe ungqo-
qwane. Lingabanjalo kwelasenkangala ban.ingi abazotho
lwa sebed.indilizile emigwaqweni, nasezigangeni. Wabheka 
ucingo. Wacabanga ukuba ashayele udokotela ngesimo 
seqhwa namhla. Walubamba. Kodwa akaze alunyakazisa. 
Wabheka is.ikhathi. Kusele im.izuzu elishum.i nanhlanu 
kushaye u-ro. Udokotela ungena ngo-r 1. . ~wan~en_a 
intombazanyana .iza ikhefuzela. Isijulukile kant1 liyakhithi-

ka. 
"Sakubona Nesi," isho yesula ubuso ngesandla. • 
"Sakubona Mephi. Musa uk\vesula ubuso ngesandla. 
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Sebenzisa iduku." 
"Ngumuntu futhi!" 
"Futhi ?" 
"Y ebo, rvfongi." 
"Ufile ?" 
".Angazi." 
"Uphi ?" 
::~m~waqweni laphaya eGqumeni likaShab." 

ufikile eduze nave?" 
"Yebo. Nguma~a ofikile " 
"Na\\'e ?" , • 

"Qha, mina ngithunywe no-umama" 
"Uth • ;l" b • eru. 
"Uma ?" 
"Yena." 
"Phuthuma akasakhulumi." 
"Akafile kodwa ?" 
"An • " ga21. 
"Phovisa!" 
"N :,,, es1. 
"Phangisa." 
Ngesikhash~a \vayesemi eduze nomongi uPhoyisa. 

Uzwe elok:1thi makaphangise. Uyazi ukuthi kungathiwa 
makaphan$1se kukhona osekukhona, okud.inga kuphuthu
ny~e m~sinyan~; Uyamzonda osindwa izinyawo umongi. 

Seng1khona, kukhuluma uPhoyisa. 
~'Wenze kahle. Thatha uhlaka. Thatha izingubo ezine 

UZ1beke phezulu. Thatha omunye umuntu. Phuthumani 
kwaHlongwane." 

"Kwenze njani Mongi ?" 
"Ngithe phuthumani, Phoyisa. A wungizwanga yini? 

Uyozwa phambili." 
"Sengizwile. Konakele." Waphuma uPhoyisa masinya

ne. Wabamba ukhonjwana lwendlela olunqamulela kwa
Hlongwane. 

U~bikwase wenza ikhofi ngokushesha. Walihluza. 
Walicwengela ebhodleleni eligcina ukushisa kungaphumi. 
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\'vathatha izidladla zokuvikela izandla zakhe eqhweni eli
khithikayo. \'v'athabatha ibhayisik.ili wangenela umgwaqo. 

* 
"Sakubona rviongi." 
"Sakubona Dokotela." 

* * 

"Noiyadabuka ukwcphuza namuhla Ucingo lwakho 
lungifice ngingckho. Unjani lomuntu \Vakho ?" 

"U yethembisa." 
"K~njani ndoda ?" kubuza ndokotela ensizweni. Imbhek~ 

ngamehlo. Impendulo ayikho. Aphei:idukele_ ephephem 
elileno-is\Ye odonoeni noasekhanda lens1zwa elichaza nge
simo ~egazi layo. 

0 

Alifu~dafunde. Anduku_thatha insinjana 
elibhodlelana encanyana ayifake phakarh1 bvamathanga 
ensizwa ngasembilapheni. Abesebuza: 

"Uvelaphi lomuntu ?" 
U-".Amapasi akhe akhomba ukuthi uvela eLangwane. . 

qondc kuyo lenda\VO yaseSwartland," kuphendula uPlu-
k\vase. 1 

Adonse leyo nsinjana csemathangeni_ en~izwa ~dokote a. 
Ayifundafundc. Abesekhuluma ngezw1 eliphans1. 

"Ugogwe ngamakhaza. Uzoswabuluka emuva kwama-
hora amabili nesigamu." 

"Ngiyabona n'okotela." 
"Umnikeni ?" 
"Ngifike ngamphuzisa ikhofi elishisayo khona lapho 

ngimfice k.hona. 
"Kuphela ?" 
"Kuphela." 
"\Valiphunga ?" 
"Kahle. 
"Okunye ?" . 
"Ngithe ukuba n~im~k.ise la.pha ngamsonga ngomqmgo 

wezingubo, ngamlalisa. . . . 
"Usebenze kahle impela lvfong1. Ng_izorr:iova ngekh: 

mbi elizomfudumalisa kak.hulu. Ng1boruUse. izi1:~~~i 
zakhe." Azibuke abesethi, "Hmrn-m- y1zerrut 1 • 
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Elomthelo. Hmm-mm. Volksrust 188114/0025 5. Ake 
ngishayele e Volksrnst." 

Abambe ucingo alunyakazise. 
"Kulungile Nesi, uyazhva. 1fakalale njalo. Kuzothi 

ngehora lokuqala emini umphuzise umuthi nekhofi. Uma 
kukhona okubi ungishayele ucingo. Kepha urna eqhubeka 
kahle usuyoze ungishayele endlini yami ntambama ngo 4-30. 
Sala kahle Nesi." 

"Hamba kahie Dokocela." 

* * 

Phakathi kwabahambeli ababeharnbela ekliliniki kwaku
khona nezinsizwa ezaziguliswa isibomvubomvu sakwaMsi
chini. Enye ya.zo, eyayiqonde ukuzozibika, yatholwa isigo
gwe iqh\va phansi kweGquma ]ikaShaka. Ezinye zazinga
kholwa ukuthi uPhikwase use litshitshi. Zazicabanga ukuthi 
kudala aba iqhikiza. Nokho ziziduduze ngokuthi zala 
abantu ziye ebantwini; nangokuthi noyishayile kakayosi; 
noyosile kakayidli; noyidlayo udla icala. Zehla zenyuka. 
Ziphambana zodwa ezindleleni. 

Zazifika zizidlise satshanvana ekliliniki. Ezinye zide 
zimcela amakhambi. ' . 

Iposi lalimlethela izinqwabanqwaba zezinc\Vadi ezivela 
ezeshelini. Iningi lazo wayengasalifundi ngoba azi ukuthi 
isihloko sazo sinye vo. Ezinye zifike ekuseni, kepha uyoze 
azifunde ngokuhlwa, noma ngakusihlwa ngosuku olu
landela yo. Mhla\vumbe angazifundi nje neze. Kuye 
zasezifana namaphephandaba, wona afundwa emuva komse
benzi. Wayevame ukufunda ezibhahve ngezandla ezinhle 
ngaphandle. Ababhali bezinye abazi, abezinye angabazi. 

Enye yalezi nqwabanqwaba yayinesitembu saseSwazini, 
izwe ayelizwa ngendaba. 

"Kazi yini-ke lena engibhalela iseSwazini." \Vanx.ifa. 
Wayilahla phezu kwetafula engayifundanga. Yaye yawela 
ngale kwalo. Yayokwethusa impukane eya.yizjcashele 
ngenxa yokwesaba umongi. Yethuka yahlala phezu ko
donga. w·athatha isifutho wayibulala. Wangena embhe
deni walala. Ekuseni wathatha umshanelo washanela. 



\Vahlangana nayo isiphakathi kwczibi. Wayicosha wayithi 
ji phczu k\vetafula. Yacasha lapho, engasayinakile, kwaze 
k.waba kusihlwa ngosuku lwesithathu ifikile. \Vathi 
uthatha iBhayibheli amehlo akhe ahlangana nayo fothi. 
\'Van:xapha. Wayithatha wayifunda: 

"No-ikhumbula no-ikubona esitimeleni. Ngikhumbula 
isiha\,';'U sakho. Ngil-:humbula ubunono bakho. Ngikhu
mbula ubuhle bakho. Lczizinto zozinc zizck: zakha utha
ndo olugx.ilile. Ngiccb ukushada nawe. 

"Yimi okukhumbula ngothando. 
"Khumbula." 

Incwadi ndini yasimze yam:xaka umntaka1Isithini. Aka-
zayilahla, akazayishisa. \'v'asimz~ wayi~:-alak~thi~ela ebh~
kisini lezibi. Uthe lapho eseyochitha 12161 ~ayikh1pha futh1. 
\Vayibeka kanye nezinye ezivela kubangaru bakhc. 

\Vayenela aphaphame ebus:1ku acabange ngalolu hlany_a 
lomuntu. \Vacabanga ukuthi kumbe uzokhumbula. Phi
nde, kwanhlanga zimuka nomoya. \Vathi kumbe uzombona 
emaphusheni. Phinde. . . _ 

Leyo ncwadi yandulela inq~vab~ _yezrny_e Za~1hka ~g_o-
kulandelana, kuhle kwamanz1 es1z1ba es1da~uk.ile •. k \va
ngathi naye lowo mfokazi se\v1.1yahlanya. Izrn~wadi _zakhe 
wayezishiyanisa ngamalanga amane kup~ela. Ngeles1hlanu 
ubhala enye. Kwamcasula kakhulu uPhik_wase lok.ho. No
kho wazifunda zonke ethi hleze athole 1gama lalomuntu. 
Lano-alithize waziqoqa zonkana izincwadi zombhedo w_o~ 
hlan~a. Wavenc-alwazi lolu hlanya olubhala l:1seSwazlnl 
noma lunou~S:thu, noma luliSwazi, noma luliS~a~ga1:~, 
noma luliNyasa, noma luliBhulantane, noma. luliZingil~, 
noma luyiNzule noma luvini nje. Wathatha 1phepha :
nsundu wazio-oqa kahle ~galo. \Valibopha. \Vatha a 
uyinki wakhcla, wabhala amagama amathathu ngaphezu 

kwekheli: C.O.D. • • ,, 
"Ph , t Thatha nankumthwalo uyowulahla eposilll, 

m1sa. thi 
Alith;the uPhoyisa iphasela alifunde abese ' 
"I-Im. Ngumuntu wasemzini!" . • 
"Uthini Phoyisa ?" kubuza uPh1kwase kubesengathi 

akezwanga. 
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::Ngithi lifana nomuthi ,vesintu leliphasela." 
Uqamba amanga. Awusho njalo. Musa ukuno-ibhinqa 

Kodwa nje uthini Phoyisa ?" 
0 

• 

"Ngabe imbilapho isizondela isilonda na ?" 
"Umuntu ,vasemzini kabani ?" abuze esethukuthele. 
"~z,vile kanti ?" ,vasho ehleka uPhoyisa. "Salisiphela 

Nes1. Usungaze uzonde kawusintombi yini? Thina sibheke 
abakhwem·ana." 

_ Ak;phi~danga wamphend~la ngazwi uPhikwase, \Vasimze 
:" amrulathela ng_oba cseneng1we. \v'aliphuthumisa eposini 
1phasela uPhoyisa. Lahamba lalibhekisa kwaNgwane, 
lapho lalivele khona. 
_ Kwaphela iviki linye lihambile iphasela le C.O.D. 

Kuthe _phakathi :1esonto lesibili yabuya impendulo. \'Vasi
bona 1sandla s1kaKhumbula. \v'azizwa esemamatheka 
k_odwa a~az_e azi uku~~i yini emenza a~amathcke. Keph~ 
c1she ay1sh1se engayuundanga. Waz1bamba ekhumbula 
eyah~-a ngaba?ala ukut~i ~kushisa incwadi ungakayifundi 
ukuz1bangela 1shwa. Wayrvula wayifunda: 

"L~fi_ka kahle iphas~la lami. Ngiyabonga, Nkosazana. 
~ang1b1za u-2 5 c. Into esele, ongakangithumcli yona, inhli
z1yo yakho. Siza ungiposele yona. Yimi. Khumbuh: 
Qhathumunyu Lubhede." 
. Kwasa manje 1:g~ _kuPhikwase. Lamngena endlebeni 
1phela umntakaMs1th1ru. Wayathe uyalithintitha lanam:-..the
la. Wagcina ethethe amaphepha wabhala. 

XVIII 

UBhevula Lubhede wabavumela abafundisi. Wathi 
abashumayele izwi lika:Mvelinqangi emzini \Vakhe. Wawu
vumela nomuzi wakhe ukuba uzinikele eNkosini. Wathi 
kepha yena uyoba libhuloho kokudala nokusha. Ikhanda 
lakhe liyoba kokusha kepha izinyawo zakhe zibe kokudala. 
Wathi u1'~aDlamin~ angazinikela. Angabhaphathizwa, aqini
s:v~. a_bey1lunga eliphelele les_on~o. Kep~a isicholo anga
s1d1liz1 noma ngabe sekun1am. Lcs1s1nqumo wasenza 



emva kokuba sebexoxc izinsuku ezinde no1ffundisi Buthe
Jezi. UBhevula wathancla kakhulu ukwazi ukuthi uMve
linqangi ngabe \Venelis\va yini kumuntu othi useyazinikela 
ebukholweni. Wenelis\va owakwaLubhede ezimpendu
lweni zomfundisi ukuthi uNkulunkulu ufuna inhliziyo 
yomuntu kuphela ibemnene. . .. 

Wathi u1faDlamini angalokotht asuse 1s1cholo eluke 
izintambo ekhancla. \Vathi izintambo ekhanda lomfazi 
isinq\vni. \Vathi isicl\vaba singala~l~va. , \Va3inisa \Vathi 
Yena uyiz\ve kahle incazelo yornfundis1. \Xlath1 uyakholwa 
~1kuthi uNkulunkulu ukhonzwa ngenhliziyo emnene, emhlo
phe, nemsulwa. Inhliziyo enjalo ibom\? ngezenzo_ ~ekho
lwa. Isicholo nesid\vaba kumuntu wes1fazane kuy1s1fungo 
nesibopho esithi ungumfazi wencloda. \Vat_hi n~o1:11thetho 
wesikubo umfazi oshiya isidwaba ekhaya abhince 1m1d:weshu 
kanti uya kubantu, ichilo elibi lelo. Indoda yak.he 1yahla
wuliswa kuthi\ve umfazi wakhe uhambela umhlaba nqunu'. 
u,·awethuka no-enhlamba. Uma ediliza isicholo. kant1 
i~doda yak.he ~awadJa kukhuz\va imihlolo. \Vath1 ama: 
ntomba~ane akhe angagqoka imidweshu leyo ngoba awakab1 
nezifongo asezifungile. . . 

Uyise omncane kaBhevula \Vath1 umkhost wokubo~gela 
umfana ma\venzelwe ekhaya kwaLubhede, uphelele khona 
lapho, kube into yomndeni wakwaL~bhede. Kuphele 
ngalok.ho. Nor.faDlamini wawuseka_ 1mpeJa lomqond~ 
ka,·isezala. UBhevula kepha wath1 qha. Urnnderu 
womfana usumbaxa-mbili. Owakubo wak\vaLokothwayo. 
Kuk.hona futhi no\vasesontweni. ~Vathi nok~o _uzoke 
abonane noButhelezi ongumengameli wo1:1-i:1dem waseso
ntweni. UBhevula yena ngokwakhe \Vath1 tthuba uzok:1: 
linikeza kumfundisi okunguyena_ ezo:1qurna. UrnfundiSl 
wathi awubesekhava nasesomwem ugcme ekhaya. . 

Imizi yaseLume 'yakhi\Ve isintu-amaqhugwane. E1rmye 
. dlu ngan,,e· eminve mikhulu-amanxu uma. mrncane-on - 1 , 1 uhl b -

Noma ondlu-nganye, noma amanxu_luma ub ea ay~ 
buyafana Akekho noyedwa urontabult. Ngamaqhut:> w~~-
j ikelele .• Indoda iyazigobela idJadla Jayo ~epha rndlu : 1-
zelwa umakhi ozokuyakha ngobunono, tzmtungo z1me 
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zenze isasasa. Luthi lungaphela uphahla kusondele ama
khosikazi, nawo ayifulele ngobuciko. 

Imizi ihlalelene kudana, igcwele isigodi sonke saseLume. 
Phakathi nesigodi kukhona igquma elinethafa elihle phezulu. 
Phezu k\vegquma ethafeni kumc indlu eyahlukile. Idonsile, 
yinde, inarnagumbi arnane, inamafasitela amathathu ohla
ngothini lunye. Umnyango ubheke entshonalanga, uvumela 
umuntu angene emile. Ifolelwe ng:on!?c\vecwe waohendu-

""' .._, V .i. 

lwa \Vababomvu. Udonga lwayo lusukile emhlabeni, 
lucakacwe ngomcakaco omhlophe. I yamkhanga oyibuka 
kudc, afise ukusondela angene phakathi ayibuke ngaphaka
thi. Ngokumiswa k\vayo kuleli gquma nayo iyaziqhenya, 
ngoba iyabakhanyisela bonke abakhe kulesigodi. 

Phakathi kulendJu kugcwele abantu bayaphuphuma, 
amakholwa namabhinca. Umsizi womfundisi abize ingoma 
ethi 'Nina misebenzi yeNkosi bongani iNkosi, niyidumise 
niyibabaze kuze kube phakade'. \'vayiqala. Yavungama 
indlu. Zasho ngamakhulu izalukazi, ahoshoza amakhehla, 
amanye awo abambe izincwadi zokucula azibhekisa phansi 
ngenxa yokungazi indlela yokuzibamba; atswininiza ama
ntombazanyana; baklabalasa omakoti. Wabona amakhehla 
esede elekuza amakhanda enanelana nesigqi sengoma yoku
bonga imisebenzi yezandla zaKhe. Ithe iphela ingoma 
wayesemi phambi komfundisi uQhathumunyu. 

"Bantu beNkosi," kukhuluma ulvffundisi Buthelezi nge
liphakeme, "lomfana omi phambi kwami naph~mbi k\venu, 
usunduze itshe leliba, waphuma engcwabeni. Indaba yakhe 
seniyayazi kakhulu. Uze lapha encllini yeNkosi ukuzobonga 
eNkosini yakhe ngokusinda kwakhe engozini embi. Nje
ngoba emi phambi kwenu, kuhle nani nonke nimbongele 
kuSomandla. Yenyusani izinhliziyo zenu kanye naye." 

Abesekhuluma nomfana ngezwi eliphansi. "Kungama
ndla nesihawu sikaSornandla ukuba ekusindisile engozini. 
Ngakhoke ufanele uMbone. Shono ihubo 103." 

Alithathe ihubo umfana: 
"Bonga uSimakade mphefumulo wami; 
"Konke okungaphakathi kwami akubonge ig::i.ma lakhe 

elingcwele. 



"Bonga uSimakade mphefumulo \Vami 
"Ungakhohlwa akusizc ngak.ho; 
"Okusindise ekufcni ... " 
Abesemthandazela embusisa umfundisi. Wanela waqeda 

umfundisi wasetshcla ibandla ukuthi ababvaLubhede bacela 
amakholwa abavakashele, ayobabongisa emzini wabo. 

* * 

Umndeni wakwaLubhcde ubuthene. Ulele endlunkulu, 
endlini kwasalukazi. Uphelelc wonke; amadodakazi ka
Bhevula namadodana. Kukhona uyisekazi, kukhona uyise 
omncane, ikhehla lebutho lo?vigadlela. Balele bonke ema
dlozini njengenkambiso yabantu. 

Edladleni buyabila. Bugcwcle imiphanda, ingwebu isi
phuphumela phansi. Bebukade buhluzwa kusihlwa, bu
hluzwa amadodakazi kaBhe,rula. Athe ukuba abuqede 
abikela uyisemkhuln omncane. \X'eza, wangena, wabubuka 
wakhomba ukhamba oluthile, \Vathi akaluthathe alubeke 
emsamo. Enza njalo. \Vasekhuluma nabaphansi ebanika 
Jona. Wasekhomba olunye oluncane \Vathi akaluthathe 
aluse endlunkulu. 

Ekuseni umuzi wonke usalele cwaka, kusempondoza-
nkomo, laphuma ikhehla nyelele, laqonda ngasenhla 
kwesibaya. Ikhehla likhuluma nabakubo abangasekho, 
oyisemkhulu, oyise, abafowabo nabane\vabo, na\vogogo 
wabo. Ubanika inkomo yabo. ..Akekho ombonayo kepha 
bayazi. .. 

Ekuseni kwathiwa uQharhumunyu makangene nes11ula, 
ahlabe umhlophe. Wangena esidonsa ngesokudla. Az~
mnaka izinkomo kepha umhlophe \Vaqala ukuyaluza nes1-
baya us.ubikehva ngumzimba. Uyaluze, \Vehla wer:it 1ka 
nesibaya, ume ubheke u_Qha~huI?unyu, ub_hek~ 1s11ula 
asiphethe kanti yena uthi us1fihlile, uyaluz1se 1khanda. 
Asithele ngenye inkabi uQhathumunyu, asondele ngasohla
ngothini hvangakwesokudla. l~mhlophe. A \v7lhlabe unga
mboni, a\v7lhlabe ohlangothrn1 lwangakwesokuneI:e eduze 
nesiphanga. Uthe lapho uthi ususa umkhonto wasmameka 

134 

umfa1:a, ~ayesadabula iphaphu eduze nenhliziyo. _;\hlale 
phans1 umtana. Ingeze yawa. 

"Iphinde," kumemeza uBhevula. 
_Esesi:6ili sadabula inhliziyo, ya\va. Libongele ikhehla 

elinguy1semkhulu. 
Ayidumele arnadoda ayihlinze, kube ubukluk.luklu. Ithe 

ukuba iphele ukuhlinzwa kuvobikel\va ikhehla. Yilona 
elizobak..1.ombisa ukuk.hish\va • k\vezirho zenkorno ,:ama-
dlozi. Insonyama yomnumzane wesio-odi. • 

Li~akhombise.. Bazikhiphe. Ibisithuthwa isiwe kwasa
lukaz~. _ Ithuthwe yonke kusale kuphela amantshontsho 
abahlinz1. Babase abafana kosiwe amantshontsho. Na
ngasesibayeni kuyosi\va, usi lugcwele umuzi kaBhevula. 
Ikhehla yilona elayifaka emlonyeni kuqala ngqa. 

"Nansi i_nyoka ?" kumemeza uQhathumunyu eo-ijima 
eyothath~ 1nduku. Uthe lapho ethi uyayibeka ~duku 
enyokeru bvakudala layibamba ikhehla elino-urisemkhulu. 

"Kahle mntanomntanomfowethu. \'7e~aci? Kawu-
boni yini ukuthi idlozi leli ?" • 

"Inyoka le, Mkhulu. Indlondlo," kusho umfana, eba
ngisana induku noyisemkhulu. 

Yaze yalanyulwa uBhevula ofike warhatha lenduku wase
thi. 

"Lalela orshelwa khona ngabadala, mfana. I\fosa uku-
] dazisana nabo inkani." 
1

1
1 "Uxolo, Mkhulu. Bengingazi. Ngenziwa no-oba inyoka 

isilwane engisizondayo." -=> 

"Kulungile, mntanomntanomfowerhu. Ovihlomkhulu 
laba." ' 

Phezu kwehlahla lesiba ya izithandele inyoka eluhlaza 
ethe fahla fahla amabadlana amhloshana. Ayethuk.ile 
neze. Ithule du. Kuphela inyaliza ulimi. 

"Awuboni uyakhuluma," kuqhubcka ikhehla. "Uze 
lapha ngawe njengabo bonke abantu namhla. Wena uthi 
yindlondlo. Indlondlo iluhlaza ewe. Futhi vona iluhlanya. 
Ngabe kudala ibalekile." • 

Ikhiphe ulimi kaninginingi inyoka, inyaliza. ,Usethule 
uQhathumunyu uthe du. Usekhuluma ngenhliziyo kuphela. 
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Libuye liqhubeke ikhebla. _ _ . _ 
"Bheka, usethukuthele. Ubona ukuthi uyamey1sa. Y1bo 

laba abakukhipha emlonyeni wengwenya, mzukulu." 
"Katil Katill Katilll" 
Akwabalula ukwemuka ikati inyoka esis_~mlonyei:ii liba

leka nayo. \'(faxoshwa umangobe. EsebanJtWe ':vacmd_ez~
lwa phansi ngokunakekela, u~uze an~ab~dabuli ~~ezmz1-

ho waphuphuth,va endlebem. Bagcma bamemuK.1le. 
P "Habe, ikhanda hlofo hlofo," k\vekhuza ikhehla. "Ithathe 
mfana uyingc,vabe laphaya ngasenhla k\vesib~ya. Ubeke 
amatshana amathathu phezu kwengcwaba layo. 

UBhevula wabiza umfanyana _wamnika in~~ noben_de 
nedlala wathi akathathe iqatha ahse _kumfundis1. :Vab~za 
umfana omunye wathi akathathe insonyama ay1mukise 
kumnumzane wesigodi. . . 

"Nomfundisi usenesethulo ?" kubuza ik.hehla elinguy1se 
omncane kaBhevula kuBhevula. 

h k '' "Q a, a anaso. 
"Pho?" . . ,, 
"Ngiyamupha nje njengendoda engumngaru wami. 

f 1 , b u 'fanele' 
Akaze athanda ukuba athi 'ku ane e ' ngo a 
uzoletha eminingi imibuzo. . • h' 

"Ngizwa ukuthi besekuk.hona no~unye um: ndis\ eth~ 
uzocela ukuba naye avunyelwe akholise abantu ona ap 
eLume. A.ngithi kunjalo ?" 

"Kunjalo, Baba.'_' . ,, 
"Nizopha nize rudinwel 
"Simchithile lowo." 
"Nimchitheleni yena ?" kh k thanda 

li "b dl Lo o asa u 
"Uthe yenka ~nfo:~a;:e ~e~io:i bazokwehlukana pha-

ngoba uma ·unp o . ,, 
kathi. Isigcino bangezwaru. 

"N ·vamxosha pho ?" asem, bill" 1 ho kunga-• th akedlulele pham ap 
"Asimxoshanga, 51 e k T ela lapho kungak.a-

kabikho bafundisi. Naye aye oz11m 

li kh " nywa • ona. 

I 
l 
! 
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Ithe ihlahlelwa ekuseni uQhathumunyu nonina nawo
dadewabo bavukela esontweni. Emini atheleka amakholwa 
nornfundisi. Umsebenzi wokubongela uQhathurnunyu 
waphela khona esontweni. Lapha ekhaya sengumthandazo 
ornfushane nentshumayelo emfuphi kuphela. Bese-ke 
kuba isiphetho. 

Imihlambi yabakhelwanc igcwele eceleni komuzi kaLu
bhede. -~kungabafana kunyakaza ekhaya, kuhle kwamanqe 
ebona 1S1dumbu. Kuyaphethuka, kuhle kwezimpethu 
zinyakaza esilwaneni esifele endle. 

"Azikhiwe," kumemeza insizwa. Nempcla zikhiwe. 
Zithelwe phansi. Abafana sebewejwayele lowo msebenzi. 
Abasathunywa ukuthi wena dumela lo, ,vena lowaya. 
Zinele zithelwe phansi kube ububhudubhudu. Bangachithi 
sikhathi futhi badumelane kube ubunikiniki. Owesabayo 
zimbona kanye izinsizwa bese zima ngasemva kwakhe ziphe
the izinswazi. Uzothi othi uyahlehla zimklwibhile ngasemva 
zithi; 'kuye'. Uzoze naye ashayele phambilt avule indlela 
yakhe ngos,vazi aluphethe ngesandla. Buphele ubugwala 
angenwe isibindi. 

I yothi ingadliwa inhloko umndeni ubuyele ngasesibuyeni 
usuyokudla eyonmdeni. KumaSwazi - umganga * udliwa 
amadoda, asikele izintombi esezendile nezingakendi, kuthi
wa zona zingababuyisi bezinkomo. Onina kabanikwa 
umganga, kepha banikwa eyomlenze, ngoba kuthiwa bona 
bayimpi esekhaya eyadla izinkorno. 

Amakholwa adla odwa ngaphansi kwezinduna zaseso
ntweni. Inele yakhishwa eyawo yanikezwa kumfundisi, 
yena wayinikeza izinduna zakhe ukuba zibabele abantu. 
Iqembu lamakholwa ladlela esibuyeni kwaMaDlamini. 

Inone inkabi inhlama! Ububende ngamafutha. Okunga
bafana namantombazanyana sekungamafutha, sekuncinca 
imilomo nezisu. Isidli,ve yaphela, kulethwe umhluzi nge
zingqoko, ngezindengelo, ngezinkanjana. Uphungwe, u
phungwe. Uyothi ungaphela besekubongwa. Kuqala 
munye wasekhaya. Lapha-ke kwaqala ikhehla uyisemkhulu 
kaQhathumunyu. Wasisho isibongo sakubo, wehla ne
zithakazelo zaso, wabeka lapho ebeka khona. Kwayima 

"' Inyama ycsifuba ycnkomo noma yembuzi. 



k.uzovuno-ama umuzi wonke kanye_kanye utha~he lapho 
lithathe l<llona ikhehla ubeke lapho hbekc kh~na. b . b"li 

"Lubhede, Lokothwayo; Bhambo-lunye, zrnga az1m 1 

wafuza ekhaya konina." 1 k dl 
l k oo-ivavo kuthiwc isid a ·u a f\kugiywa. Uyah e ·wa .::, 1 , 

csigiyela ukudla. • 1 kh 
.. - ;,,;nl-,,m· zasiwa cmadodeni, zas1wa ,;.uma - o~ 

Zaphuu,a ,~_. .... - ••• oa, . ·\ akholwa awabuphuz1 
.k • zasiwa emakholwem. J: m . hl U 

s1 az1, ' . hl ni ho \·esintu ayayaz1 ka e ... -
utshwala. K.ep~1a l~- i lokh{i nalokhu uyakudla y1m? 
muntu akabuz\\•a u -..u a . 'k d\' k t" 

b 1 • mbuzo uvothi ang1 ·u 1 an l 
Uma umuntu um uza ?wo . k ; ,1 kudla kwakho. 
ukulambele, uthi leyo rncllela_ ) o :.\ a a dno. ::> Uma uno-

. · nkos1 ::i Uqon eru · 
Umbuzelaru umuntu ~e kl ·a muphe no-aphanclle ko-
kudla ofuna ukumupk a 1k~nl ' ngazo zo~biii, abonge 

N uzo ·wamu e a ' b mbuzo. aye 1 b ~ benkosi abakudlayo azo-
kakhulu. _t\ndukuce a a abnlu k dla obvakhe, ukuphiwe. 

dI:i• b bono-e vena nao a u u ' b 
m s~,. a o. - J k 1 ukudla ,vathi uyabonga ngo a 
Uma 1s1khulu s11-..e sa up 1a k naenhlamba uze uze-

dli ·k no-endu u na o ' ungaku ' s1 ·usl~sa t:? • • 'h sakho kuthiwe esakho u kuph1wa 1s1ts a • · k 
nyanye naw~. _ l . k zanaa ukuzodabula 1zin ·a-

b • Ukukhowa a U- ~ ell • 
uk'-: us1swa. _ inhle kufak~ ezimbi esikhun eru. 
mb1so zomunrn hez .· k} ba ubvemukela into komunye 
AbeLungu abakus_ ay1m 1bu nakan-ve bathi abantu 

1 I' epha a azange , 1 
ngesobunxe e. '- hl okwamukela kumuntu nge-
abalahle indlela yabo en e Y 
zandla zombili, babon~e. 1 . S\""Zi no-oba waye-

.. B h 1 " \Vaveno-e ona l .v •• ~ 0 1 
Umfund1s1 ut e c,,1 '' o f disiwe no-empe a. 

K h ·eno-umuntu o un o 1 . 
nguZulu. ep a way o d"'la nemfundo yasesiko eru 
Ofunde imfundo yakwatifalan f 'd . mfundo. evaphucula 
eyalethwa ngabeLungu. \X'ar ~n hi~ l uthobele 'amakhosi 
izwe laseAfrika. Imtundo Jh;o ·uzn \"Ca, uthobele abakhulu 

h b le imithet o yez ,v , k hi 
omhlaba, ut o e abakhulu bakwethembe u ·ut 
nabancane kunawe ukuze b b ukuze futhi nabancane 
uyosebenza kahle k:1bantu . a ~ unina wabo, uyisihlobo 
bakuthathe ngokuthi unguyre g disa ukutshala imbewu 
sabo. Ukubhinqa omunye u ~u:f o~zim~ncu. Uzwe lowo 
vobutha, imbew-u eyoba nez1t e o 
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csonga t:rhi: ngiyozc ngikhulc n:i.mi. Ukuhlala phansi 
naye nixoxe ngalokho ozc ngakho uyamnqoba, akethuki. 
Isizwc esimhlophe sinamasiko chlukenc kakhulu kunalawo 
abancu abaNsundu. Kcpha bona bazidela, bazijikijela nge
zinl1liziyo eziphansi kulowo rnsc:bcnzi ababehamba ngawo. 
\Vathi ohlatshwe iva abazc basho ukmhi: zikhiphe wena. 
Kcpha k\vaba yibo abazohlala phansi benabe, bathathe 
um·awo lwalowo olimelc baiubeke emathangeni abo, 
bailiathe usungulo babangule iva. J3athule emlonyeni du, 
kusebenzc izenzo kuphcla. Izcnzo z.inamanclla kunama
zwi. Akekho umuntu cmhlabeni ongath:i.ndi ukusizwa. 
Ukusiza umuntu kunendleh crhilc ukuze kube lusizo lwc
mpela. \X!ayefunde kanjalo-kc uButhelezi, umfundisi wase
Lume. 

-~~bafunclisi omthwalo wabosh\va. Ikakhulu lo\\"o ose
bcnza kahle kakhulu. Uchi ephabthi nornsebenzi, ewa
phonsile emanzini amadoba akhc, csezibona nezinhlanzi 
azozikhipha, kuthi\ve bcka phansi lolo doba ubophe um
thwalo uyodoba kw;:minye imifula. Nempela alubeke 
ekhumbula izifungo azenza mhlazane ethathe lelo jokwe 
lobufundisi. Kwabanjalo nakuye umfundisi waseLume. 
Amakhowa wona avekwazi lokho ukuthi weza, uyohamba 
futhi njengenyoni e~gena ngomnyango endlini indize, indize 
phakathi isigcino ichole imbobo ngefasitele iphumele 
phandle. Kepha abanumzane abakwazanga lokho. Bon~ 
bathi useyothunj\va isifo kuphela. Banela bezwa ukuth1 
useyahanjiswa ba0,uma aman::-..7.1sa kllivfongam~li. wakhe 
ukuthi akanaamsus1. Amanxusa abuya nelokl1thiu rncazelo 

o . h yonke mabayithole kuye uBuchelezi. Yena-ke way1c aza 
~aokurhi wafabva amatomu njengehashi. \'v'acela ukuba 
b~mkhulule ngezimhlophe izinhliziyo. 

Kwathi sekwaba yiminyaka ngeminyaka wawulokl1u 
uzwa amakhehla angamabhinca ethi: 'Thina singamakholwa 
akwaButhelezi." Esho eyala intsha yaseLume ayeseyibona 
ihamba izindlecllana ezingawagculisi. Kungekhona eLurne 
kuphela lapho abantu basebezibiza ngokuthi bona bangama-
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kholwa akosibanibaoi. Esho ngoba lowo sibanibani aye
wahlabe umxhwele. 

Usuku kwaLubhedc lwavalwa ngeculo, nangomthandazo, 
nangamazwi amahle omfundisi awabeka ebongela abamu 
baseLume ngokusinda kwensizwa engozini embi. Wathi 
lomfana akasona isibani esiyok.hanyisela umuzi wakwabo 
kuphela, kepha isigodi saseLume kanye nezwe lonke 
leNkosi. 

Bachitheka abantu izisu zabo zingaseqiwa gundane. 
Abanye behlomile ezindukwini, abanye njalo baphonse 
ezinkambeni nasemaphaphasini. Baphathele abantababo 
emakhaya. 

XIX 

Imizi yaseLume yak.he ngendlela leyo eyejwayelekile 
kubantu. Umuntu uzakhela umuzi wakhe nomaphi. A
kacabangi ngabanye. Uzicabanga yena nama~ungelo ~qo
ndene naye kuphela. Umuzi wakhe naph~kathi kwamas1m:1 
abantu uvawumisa. Uwakha edlelwcru lempahla. Iz1-
nkomo ezldla lapho zibhebve ngabelusi. _Baz~mele ngemuva 
abafana. Umuzi wak.he endaweni yomrukaz1. Uzwe umu
ntu ethi 'indawo yami. Angiyibangi namuntu: Umuntu 
kababa. Amanxiwa kababamkhulu lawa. Ng1ngeze ~ga
thikaziswa imp.lmakude.' Oyisifiki kule_sos!godi adliswe 
imbuya ngothi. Ufanele ak.honze karungi. . Ak~uleke 
emasangweni amaningana. Ak.hon~e endodeni ~th1le o
kuviyona izomnika indawo yokulim~. '( on~ 1mthathe 
im~se kumnumzane noma-ke enduneru yes1godi._ ~zofika 
athi, "wena wasekurhini, ngilethe kU\ve nans1 ink_omo 
yakithi." Induna izobanika inxus~ layo uku?a libase 
emphakathini kwaSikhulu. Phamb1 kokuba s1mamkel~ 
iSik.hulu, sithande ukwa~i. ukuthi lomuntu w~Nko~~ 
olethwe kuso uzowuthola y1ru umhlaba lapho ez?kuzibek~a 
khona inhlwayelo. Lowo mbuzo uphendulwa p~e;o ndo _ 
ayinkomo yakubo. Izovuma. Andukuba 1S1khulu ne 
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b~ndla !aso siv~mc ukuthi :iyamamkcla umumu wei\;ko::;i. 
~ma . s1ngase s1z~ve_ ukuch1 qha akazukuyithola indawo 
} okulima, sengaiez1sa lowo omlethile, sir.hi uzodlani 
lomuntu. 

Ink?rno yakubo, uzoyitharha ayoyinika inxi\va eliphakathi 
namas1111~1 ab~ntu. K \Vesinye isik.harhi isifiki sibekwa 
edlelwem lez1mpahla. Ochi urnkuphikisa lokho naye 
acshelwe Ielo liz\vi: "Indawo yami.' Umuntu wami." Athu
le umunm wabantu eluse izinkomo zakhe nezino-ulube ukuba 
zinga,himi ukudla kwesifiki. ·~ 

Kube umsebenzi \Vomfana ukuba ablale esondweni 
lernpahla. l.~ma ike yangena emabelcni esifiki m·obamanzi 
nee. Uyosinda ngokulambisa. • 

Ukulima kwabantu baseLume kufana nokwabantu bonke. 
Ongcnayo inkabi uphalula, alime, ahlwayele, ahlakule 
ngomk.hono. Onezinkabi usukela isigano-a asidwebe no-e
?eja kusale utshani but~e siphu. Athathe° imbazo agaw~le 
1hlabla; at_h~the ~1?1nbila awusakaze phezu kwamagade. 
Ado1:s1sc 1z1nkab1 1hlahla lelo phezu kwamagade. Lowo 
kuthi\va wenza ngc?nc. Omunye ufaza ummbila esigangeni 
abesedweba ngegeiana. Uyothi uqala ukumila ummbila 
kudala utshani bahlanga.na ngaphezulu kwawo. Aphise 
utsh\vala umuntu. Ameme ilima. Abantu sebephuzile 
balunyarhele ngezinyawo uk.hula bat.hi bayahlakula. Kepha 
kuyona. leyo ndlela yokulima, ukudla akubuyi ek.haya. 
Kuba yrnala ukudla kuthi phihli. 

* '"' 
Isigodi saseLume sangenwa isifo sokwemuka kwenhla

bathi. Aba~umzan~ babefuyile. Imihlambi ibulala inyo
k_a. I}0wele rn_taba 1yodla ngaphezulu enkangala. Nge
s1k.hathi sasebus1~a yehle iyodla esigodini, idle amahlanga. 
Abafana bat.hole 1khefu, bathole nethuba lokudlala. Irnizila 
~k.hwela izintaba seyabhuduka yabomvu. Amanzi athole 
1ndlela elula yokugijima. Adabule izinkelekethe zezindo
nga. Kwagquzuka_ ezinkulu izingquzuma zamatshe. Enye 
yagquzuka entaberu. Yashaya amanye ayilandela .. Abantu 
baphuma czindlini babaleka, bebona izingquzuma zehla 



✓.iLl1c saka, zilalisa imi~hi. l,omunyc umuzi ✓.alalisa im10-
lobane, konrnnyc zalalisa uhlangothi lwesibaya. Inhlanhla 
izinkomo zazingalrnngcni. 

Kwafika isifo sczinkomo sabhubhi:;a. Isio-odi sasala 
sikhalelwa yibhunganc. Lokhu utshani base bugugudckilc, 
bathola ikhcfu. Bakhula. Imizila vamilwa utsbani, 
izindonga zamih\·a irnithi. l.1kugugulcka, kwcma, kumis\\'3 
utshani ncmithi. 1\kubanga minyaka cminingi zabuyt: 
zagC\vala futhi izink.01110 csigodini sascLumc. Utshani 
baqala ukuqothuka, ;iczindonga zancla. Ukugugulcka 
kwcnhlabathi kuhamba ncmilimcla. Kwcmuke ukudb 
okun~·c sekuvuthiwc, amathanga, amabhccc, iziqwang.i, 
amantongomanc, izindlubu, izindumba, nczinyc izilimo. 

Kwalandcla isigcmcgcmc scndlala. Yangabck.wa eziko. 
Bagcwala izink.oalo beyokwcthckc la czih lotshcni. 13athc
ngisa ngczirnbuzi nangczinkomo ukuze bathcnge ukuclla. 
Amathumbu abalublaza ngoba bascbcphila ngcmifino. 
Baphila ngokuphuza amasi. 1\bangcnank.01110 baqab 
ukuscnga izimbuzi baphuza am:1.si azo. 

Usuku lokunikcza uQhathumunyu urnscbcnzi csigodini 
sascLurn~ lwaba lukhulu. Kwakukhona inxusa clivela 
emphakathini lithunywe iSikhulu, uMntancnkosi I3hembe 
Nkosi, ukuba lizoba umlomo wakbc nendlcbc yakhc. 
KPkhona induna ephethc isigocli sascLume. Kuk.bona 
umLungu ophcthe czolimo csifundeni sasc1'1babane, u
mnumzanc Luchwacl1\va. Nguycna uLuchwachwa olethe 
uQhathumunyu. Kukhona amadoda cish~ onl~e. es~godi. 

Inxusa elavula umhlangano, hbelrn 111gq1k1th1 yawo. 
Layibcka inkanank.ana. 1\c1uqucla imihlatbi amadocla. 
Kwaphcla uk.uchwcnsa, kwaph~l~ ~kuthi lo :1gumhlaba 
b.baba. Zahlabcka umxhwcle 1z1fik1. K.wath1 abathathc 
izinduku abazukulu bezakhi-kuqala. 

Izindaba ziza ncnxusa, zivcla kuMntancnkosi Bhembc. 
I(anti nakuyc kazivcli khona, zivcla cNkosini ycz,ve. 

"Usho njalo umlomo ongawakhulumi amanga," kukhu
luma inxusa. "Olwa ncmllcla cya cnhlabkahk: ulwa nayc. 

• :l 
J Uyakwazi-kc ycna ukuziphcndulcla. Induku yak.he rnya-

yazi ukuthi ayihlali phansi." 
Zophcla ngaphalrnthi emadodcni. 
Wawuqala umsebcnzi wakhc uQhathumunyu. Abantu 

bashiya amanxiwa abo bakhonjwa intaba. J3ayckcliswa 
" am~~imu a_bo ayclinywa okhokho babo. Imizi' yasuswa 

cm1hmclcn1 nascmadlclwcni, yakhiwa ngaphansi kwentaba, 
lapho intaba ihlangana khona ncsigodi. Owcsuka kuqala 
kunayo yonke ngowcncluna uLuhosha }\fascko. Kwa
landcla oka13hcvula. Yilapho nawok.hanch-limtshcla-okw,i
lo babona ukuthi kuyanyakazwa, akucllalwa. Abanvc badu
ba, baqoma ukuthuthcla lnvczinyc izigodi. Kulabo izwi 
lathi: izwc Jonke limaseko matbathu. 

\X1afaka izikhonkwane uQhathumunyu. \Vazifaka za
bazinc, csinye ncsinyc cgurnbini kumagumbi amane omuzi; 
watbi lo ngumuzi. Onkc amanxiwa anikwa izinamba 
zawo. Owcncluna uLuhosha waba ngunamba r. J namba 
yowakwabo yaba u-2 5. UQbathumunyu waycbcka izina
mba kuphcla. Umscbcn7.i wokubcka imizi cmanxiwcni 
amasha wawenziwa incluna ncbandla elincane lavo-1s :>-
lomuzi. • 

Imilimcla yasala ibethwa ngumoya. Uthe ukuba uQha
thumunyu aqedc ukuhlclana namanxiwa, wchla wayohlcla 
amasimu. \'vaphonsa insirnbi yaqonda. \X!ayigoqa. \Y./a
yiphonsa yavundla. Uyiphonsa nje ufaka izikhonkwanc. 
\Vathola ubudc nobubanzi benzimu. Yanqamuka phakathi 
insimu ycndocla. \v'afaka inamba. Wccllulcla phambili. 
Nalapho kwayilcso. \'vancla waqccla ukuhlela amasimu, 

1 wathatha umbhobho wawumisa. J\bantu babophcla izi
·! nkabi. Aclwetshwa arnasimu. Abantu bakhonj.iswa ukuthi 
l nxa sebelima ikhuba liyohanjiswa kanjani. Ngalendlela 

kuvinjelwa ukuguguleka kwcnhlabathi. 
Umnininsimu wabanjwa ngcndlebe ukuba angalokothi 

a.lime phakathi kwaleyo ndawo eshiywc phakathi kwam~folo 
amabili. Angabushisi utshani obuyomila kuleyo nclawo, 
angayigawuli ncmithi, angashlsi angcnzini. Uma akc wcnza 
nofI?a yini kuleyo ndawo uyobckwa icala ajeziswc. Inhla-
wulo isuka cnkomcni iye czinkomcni cziyisihlanu. 



Y:l\vaba induna amasimu. Ukwabiwa kwawo akubanga 
mayelana nezinamba zemizi. Umuzi ongunamba 10 

awuthathanga unamba 10 wensimu. ULuchwachwa wayc
thc kuhlc abantu banik\vc izinamba czizovumclana nezi
namba 7.czindln 7.abo. Kcpha uLuhosha kanyc ncba
ndla lakhe ,vabona ukuthi lcyo ncUda iyoclala ukungezwani 
phakathi bvabaholi nabantu baseLumc. K wacclwa ukuthi 
kuhle kube yilowo nalowo azanyclwc ukuthi atholc insimu 
yakhe endala, noma nje engasayitholi yonkc. Noma ingabc 
seyihlanganis,vc nenye lok.ho kuyobaduc.luza. Bayodudu
zwa ukubaseduze nalapho babekadc belima khona. \Vavu
rna uLuchwachwa. 

Idlelo laphonswa phezulu czintabeni nasczigangcni czi
ngaphczu k\vczintaba. Ukusuka cdlehvcni usuya kwesinyc 
isigodi esakhehvc ngabanye abantu. Okwcnzckc cLumc 
nakl10na bvagcina kwcnzckilc. 

Kwakukhona abanyc abantu bakwcsinyc isigocli, sakwa
Hlahla, ababckacle benamasimu kulesigodi sascLumc. Futhi 
kukhona abascLumc abanamasimu kuHlahla. Ukudatshu
lwa lnvamasimu ascLume k\vabephuca amasimu abo asc
Lumc abantu bakwaHlahla. Lawo masimu abo anikwa 
a ban ye bakhona cLumc. K wathi abascLume baghubeka 
nob{Iim'.l hwo masimu abo akwaHlahla. AbakwaHlahla 
base beccla labo abascLumc abalima kwaHlahla ukuba nabo 
basale sebcyeka naoba nabo sebeyekilc ukulima eLume. 

"Silima amanxiwa awobabamkhulu. Singeze satshelwa 
ngumuntu ukuthi asifanele." 

Bavungama abakwaH1ah1a. Imvu1:ga Y~kl:~la. Abaze 
bayiz,va njc into ethi bona bayekeliswc 1m1hmela y~bo 
cscLume kodwa abascLumc bona baqhubeke nokulima 
endaweni yakubo. Babikela induna y~bo. Yona yathi 
kuhle bavc kuLuhosha. NoLuhosha rndaba yamehlula. 
\Xiazithintitha ngclokuthi akanawo amandla abvephuca 
abantu abanxiwa awokhokho babo. Akuycna owephuce 
abakwaHlahla amasimu abo eLumc. \X'abakhomba ku
Luchwach\va. 

Ncmpcla haclume1isa kuLuchwadl\va. 
tha. Babuya ngenduku yombangandlala. 

1 .. 14 

Nayc \Vazithinti
\'vathi ycna aka-

ziphethe izinclaba zombango. Base beya kuSikhulu Bhc
?1be, okunguyena cphcthc abaseLume. Yena wahlanganisa 
1bandla labab~raHlahla nclabaseLume. AbakwaHlahla bayi-
bcka kahle rnclaba ebahluphayo. Bayibeka ngamazwi 
a_qhathumuny\'· Abaze bavuma ncze abascLumc ukuyekc
liswa amanx1wa abo. Lamchlula uBhembc. \Vathi 
okungcono abayozibika eNkosini. Balibonga lclo abakwa
:8:lahl~ _nabascLu~c. Ba?cla bafika emakhaya zaphenduka 

• 
1 mnhhz1yo. Batlu abasay1 ukuyozibika eNkosini. 

AbaseLurne babophela izinkabi bayolima amasimu abo 
abvaHlahla. Ummbila usumadlcbc ngarnabili noma nga
mathathu babophela _ezabo abakwal-Ilahla. Baqonda 
~mas1m1m lawo. Bay1fafaza phezu kommbila osumilile 
mhlwayclo. Bafaka izinkabi zalima. I Bathe ukuba bakuzwe lokho abaseLume, bathuma 

l

, amadoda ~kuy?~o:1a ukuthi kuliqiniso yini abakuzwayo. 
1 

Abuya ath1 kullg1rnso. Base betshela induna yabo. y ona 
! yathumela ku:tv1lobokazhvcmfene okunguycna eyinduna 
• yakwaI-Ilahla. 

"Sithunywe kuwe, Gama," kukhuluma uBhevula, "u
kuzobuza ukuthi bakutshelilc yini abantu bakho ukuthi 
sebeyolima ummbila wethu." 

"Abangibikebnga." 
"Yebo-kc, Mbhokane. Nokho usuzwile." 
"Ngiz\vile ngomoya." 
"Mbhokanc. Uthini-ke ngokwakho ?" 
"Anginazwi." 
Ahamba aphindela eLumc amadoda engatholanga lizwi 

ku Mlo bo kaziwemfene. 
\X:'aqhuma ummbila. \Vakhula ngamandla. Kuthe lapho 

usumacU_c'?c rn~thathu noma mane, zabethana. Abophcla 
ezawo 1z1nkab1 amadoda aseLume. Ahloma aphelela. 
~kwar:gab~l<llo mfana obamba intambo njengasemihleni. 
~abanJw~ rndoda. Avuka kusempondozankomo. Lithe 

• liphuma 1langa aycsebomvu amasimu, lokhu izolo abeluhla
za. Lathi 1ifuthumala aycqoqana emzini kaMlobokazi
wernfcne amadoda akwaHlahla. Enyc yathunyelwa kwa
hascLumc abalimayo. 
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"Uthi_ u~~rna," ikhuluma ngcphika, "qhubani izinkabi 
zcnu lcz1 niz1lc1hc kuyc." 

"Bamba umtshclc uk.uthi ak.uzona czakhc," kuphendula 
uBhcvnb. 

J\kubanga. mizu7.u cminingi ~iphincklc nalcloz\Vi isi
thnnywa, yaphnma cyakwaGama ychla no-ommano-o. I
hamb:1 kanrn_nc. UJ1hcvula wascthl1111cla cs~khc isill~rny\\•a 
kul'vllobokaz1wcrn.fcnc savorntshch u k.ui-hi: 

"Uthi uLuhosha. Nko;i phindisch aba.ntu bak.ho emuva, 
bangawuwcli umfula." 

"Ngitshelwc nBhcvula lokho," kukhnluma uMlobolrnzi
wcmfcne ngczwi cligcwclc 1rnya. "Phindcla k.uyc umtshclc 
aphumclc oba.la sidindanc manjc. /\ngisak.hulumi." 

l3ancla I_Jawcla u_m(ula abakwaH!ahla yahlangana. Kwc
zw:1kala nJc ukuth1, "Lc11nc, Lumc, Lumc, Lumilc". Kwc
zwak:1la ukuthi, "Sahbhh, Sahbhla, Salilahla, Sahla.blcla." 
Kwakhala ihawu, kwakhala ijozi. Kwaba ubuklcbhuklebhu. 
Yahlchb cyakwaHlahla. Yawcla urnfuh. Yashiya izi
dumbu za.yo czine. i\yabisawcla nckaBhcvula. \X'ayi
khomba ckhaya cyakwakhc u1\{lobokaziwcmfcnc. No
Bbcvula. wc112a njalo. 

Ithc ukuba iiikc csigodint cyascLnmc yahlala. phansi. 
i\fonyc cwaqhuba. izinlrnbi \V:1yozibck:1 ckhaya, wahlaba 
nomkhosi. Abafozi bakhwcza izidwaba. 

UBhcvnla wathuma izinhloli ukuyohlola ukutbi yenzani 
eka1V1lobokaziwemfcnc. Zithe zibuva zazibika ukuthi 
isiscndlclcni. UBhcvula waycscthi ·ayicashc evungwini 
cyakhc. 

llanga l?.se liya ngomutsha wcnclocla. Yazichoma eka
Gama. Y:wukisa ok\vcngwc ilinclcle umuntu ckaLubhcdc. 
F.kaMJobokaziwcmfcnc ayabisa.thola nclinci itlrnba loku
zakha. Nokho y:1nbalaza. L,vayi_f;\Vaza uLnrnc lwcmuka 
nayo. Yaba.lcka y:-1zc yayofika phansi kukaI-Ilahla. Yilapho 
yafika yema khon;-i. Yalungiscla. ukuga.lcla. fud,i. Kodwa 
urvilobokaziwcmfcnc Gama, waycngasckho. Akckho owa
mazi ukuthi ukuphi. 

\Vanda washaya impa.kmpab ul3hcvula wadumclisa 
kuMlohobziwcmfcnc wathi, 

q6 

,_"Namuhla ngiphin~liscla amagama ~kho okungeyisa," 
\\ ~sho_ c:u~lumcla. I<.:cp:1~ . uivllobokaz1wcmft:nc akazanga 
u!1..utl11 \\ ahlabla pha.11s1 n11111hawu lakhc wabolcka empunzi-
111. \X'amxosha ul3hcvula ,vamshonisa csixhotshcni sama
tsl:c. \'\.'~mfica wamfwaza c1:1sunclulwc!:i walahlcka phansi. 
Akamphmdanga._ \X1ascmsl11ya khona la.pho. Akatholwa
nga w~zc wadltwa ngamanqc. Nokho ul3hcvula uthi 
wamsh1ya cmqhaqliile. 

Wanclc wczwa u11nta.ncnkosi 13hcmbc ukuthi kuvaliwa 
wascthumcla kuMntancnkosi Mthonga wakwaHlahla' wathi 
abahlanganc bol.nbili. Yibona ababckisa impi izikhali 
phansi. 

XX 

uqhathumunyu wafika ck.haya esckhathclc uhambo 
kant1 ncnsika isiwilc. lmilcnze isishayana yoclwa. Aka
banga ~saya_ nasclawini uk~1yobcka izimpabla zakhc nje
ngasc~rnhlcm .. Kepha \~'a~1rnzc wa_qonda_ ngascsibuyeni. 

K \\•ascngatht ufika emz1111 olukhun1. Un1na nodadewabo 
bahlc~i kbon:1 bpho: _\Xianc_la wathi qhamu cgumcni wahlala 
phans1. U:M:1Dla.nunt wad1clcka. noma incllala noma uku
clinwa, noma isifo,,_ non~a ukudabuka, noma 'ukudangala. 
Ongamoo1~anga_ . uZclu_sdc ngoba waychlczi efulathclc. 
Akabasachitha 1s1kha.tl11 unina. 

"Sakubona, Lufu!" 
Kwayima ezwa noZelusilc. Waphonsa. amehlo, wambona 

umfo\vabo. \X'agxuma wazilahla kuye wahlwithahlwitha 
zonkc izimpa.hla aziphcthe umfowabo. Wayozibeka ela
wini. Wabuya wazombingelcla. 

"Y cbo, 1{ama. Aphelile." 
Kwayima kumkhanyela unina ukuthi ingane iphethwe 

.inkcnganc. 
"Sak.ubona, mfowcthu," kubingclela uZclusile esebuya 

dawini 
"Y cbo, claclc\\rcthu. Lamulani." 
\Xlaqhumuka wahlcka uZclusile, itha.thakazi. 
"Indlala phcla imchlula kabi umntakababa. Umfazi 
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wak.hc uyochithwa y1s1su sikaQhathumunyu csingumgodi 
kawugcwali.'' 

"Suka lapha lempakana," kukhuza unina enengwa ubu
thatha. "l\1usa ukugcona umntanami. Uyambona uscfilc 
ukulamba." 

"Ndodani le chlulwa inkcnganc ?" 
"Ngena exhibeni umphekele umdokwc. Phangisa." 
Nempela wesukela phezulu uZelusilc. \'v'angena, wag\va-

bula itshe, wathintitha imbokodwc. 
"We l\1a!" 
"Musa ukuba uloklrn ungimerneza wena. Kangiyona 

kl " nentanga ya 10. 

"J\saphelile amabelc embizcni l~plrn." . 
"Kulungile." Wasukuma masrnyanc wathatha 1mbengc 

waqonda enqolobaneni. \v'ashcsha wabuya nawo chambcla 
phezulu. "Yamukela ugaye ngo~ush:s?~:" 

"Kazi umalokazana uyomtheth1sa y101? 
J\donse isikhuni uMaDlamini athi uyakujikijela okuyi-

ntombazana isikhuni sashaya isikhundla. 
"Ngiyom;hathaphi umalokazana ngimdinga nje ." A: 

phendukele kuQhathumui:yu. "Ngiphangise Lufu. Baph1 
oyihlo ?" wabuza ngokush1seka. 

"Ngiphangiseni ngokudla." 
"Uscyakulungisa phcla udadewenu." . 
"Obaba noNcongwane ngibashiye kwaMahluza basehhsa 

izindenda. Kuyabuswa k.11ona." . . . . . 
"Ngiyabona fana," wa~ho ngelizrnz1le manic eltkhomb1sa 

ukuth.i amaphaphu asehhlc abuyela cnda:vem ya;;o. Abe
sebuza futhi "OManana noKunenc baph1 bona? 

"Schluke~e nabo okl1alweni esikhaleni seNgwe. Ba-
thatha ngendlela eyobawcza czansi no_mfula<' . 

"Wemfowethu!" kumcmeza uZclus1le exh1bem. 
"Uthini ?" kubuza um.fowabo esikhundlc_ni sokusa?e_l~; 
"Kukhona inqwaba yczincwadi zakho cz1vcla epos1m. 
"Z" h.:>" 1p 1. 

"Elawini." 
"Letha idokwe lclo." . . 
"Letha .idokwel" kukhuluma unina ngczw1 ehk.hahlulayo. 
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A_kazayilandcla cyomdokwe abakhala ngawo, uZelusilc, 
was1mzc waqhubeka ncyezinc\vacli eziyinq\vaba phczu 
kwctafula elawini. 

"Ngiyethemba phela phakathi kwazo kukhona nevela 
kumuntu wasemzini. Angithi nawe uyethcmba, mfo ?" 

J\kazaphendula u9hath~munyu. Wasukuma wcngama 
cguma, wabhcka es1baycm. Udaka kuphcla. Izinkomo 
z!scdlchvcni. Ezansi kwesibaya ubona arnankonyanc ayi
s1hlanu. Amabili alelc, amabili adla utshani elilodwa 
liyatshakadula. Lelula, liqinisa imisipha yalo. P'hczu kwc
sibaya ubona amagula amathathu phczu kwamahlahla. 
Elikhulu kunawo wonkc seliyaphuphuma, isivimbo scsi
jikeke kude. Ubumfczi buqoqane. J\fise ukuyozisiza, 
kodwa \Vesaba ukuthi unina uzokumthethisa. Abheke 
ilanga alibone lchla nesibhakabhaka. Aziduduzc cnhli
ziyweni ngokuthi akusasclc sikhathi esingakanani uZc
lusilc agayc tm1eaba, unina athathc igula, avulc umungc, 
akhame umlaza; uthi nxa usuphume wonke alibhekise 
phansi igula athulule amasi, awathululele ezink.ambeni, 
avube. Nolwakhe luyobe lukhona lapho. Abuke ezansi 
emilimeleni. Abonc ukuthi bonke abahlakulayo isifazanc, 
kanyc nemithonselana yamaxhegu. Ezinkalweni kuqha
muka amadoda aseLumc. Ahamba ngamabili, ngama
thathu, ngamanc; amanye ayisixuku. Amanyc ctshethe 
izinduku, amanye amajazi. Alibangisc cmizini ya\vo. 
Liphelile icala. Kuleyo micabango waze wakhishwa 
ngunina owayephendulana noZelusile. 

"Bazolotsholwa ngani bona labo bantu bascmzini? 
Ingani yilokhu uhobe ekhaya, awuphumi uyogana." 

Yaqhamuka isiphethe idokwe intombaza.na, ihleka, 
ikitazwa ngamazwi kanina. Yase ikhuza ngelincane. 

"Wuuu-aaa. Akazukumlobola ngezakhe. Awam.i ama
bheb. awayikulobola mfazi. Lo ozofika anoiqhoshclc 
cmzini kababal" Awubekc phambi komfowabo ~mdokwc. 
"Phunga kababa ususc cscmehlwen.i." 

"Wena uyisithwalambiza njc kawuyikubac1hoshcla lapho 
uyokwenda khona ?" kukhuluma uMaDlamini. Akazc 
ayingena ncze lcyo nkulumo uQhathumunyu. \X!aphakamisa 
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uklrn.mba. '\Vaph\111ga umdok.\\:c. . Wayibhcka ngamchlo 
kuphcla _11~tomb1 yakw~bo cs1yos1thcla ngcguma iciondc 
ngasclaw1111 la!,hc. \X1aphun-?~' waphunga, \Vaphunga. 
Urh~ ukub~ m:1na abonc ukutht rnsika isiqinilc, wabcscbuza 
ngeliphans1, cltkhomba ukuthi manjc uscngena k\vczinkulu. 

"Nihambc kanjani, nrntanami ?" 
"Licishukuclliwa yinja. Koclw:1 labuyc labadla bonke.'' 
"Baphi ?" 
"Abakithi nabakwaHlahh." 
"Ngiycz\va, 11111tanami." 
"Umuntu inkomo, inbbwulo." 
J\thintc isikhwchleh uMaDlamini, kcpha singabikho. 

J\qhubcke umfana, "\X'onkc owayckhona. 0\vashaya 
nongashayanga; owagwaza nongagwazanga; owabulala no
ngabulalanga. Kuthi\Ve njc 'bonkc ababckhona ababuyc 
ngapha, ababcngckho ngapha.' 1(\\-~sckuthiwa, 'nonkc 
inblawulo yinkomo enrnnyc." 

"Y cbo-kc, baba." 
"Ubaba zimbili. ULuhoslu zinhhnu. Umntancnkosi 

uBhembc zilishumi." 
"Bona babulawa kangab. ngani ?" 
"Ubab3. nguycna owahola abase Lumc ?" 
"Angirhi uLuhosha waycgula, alrnyanga ?" 
"Kunjalo, kepha uycna owayiphaka. Uycna owathi 

ubaba akathathc isikhunclla sakhc." 
"Umntancnkosi-ke? An£?:ithi n[ruvcna owalamuh kanti 

CJ ') J 

abambikclanga ?" 
"Kunjalo, Marna. Y cna Jimcllcle ukuthi abantu bakhc 

babengekc bahlomc cngazi ycna. Urna k.uliqiniso uk.uthi 
wayengazi, limlahlclc ukuthi wcclclelwa ngabantu bakhc 
amandla akhc cnawo ukubcnza bamhloniphc, bamazi. 
Abantu, abazithathela izikhali bayokulwa ngaphandle koku
ba bazisc umntancnkosi, bayingozi czwcni. Kuyakhomba 
ukuthi akabafunclisanga." 

"Kanti abcLungu banjani ?" 
"Ngani ?" 
"Ngalcsi sinqumo." 
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• ./ "Akubona ~b:Lung_u. Icala bcliphcthwc ngamanxusa l a~cla cbukhos1n1 cMd1mba. Bclingangcnclc nascnkantolo 

. nncngawo wonkc amacala. Belithcthwa ngaphansi komuthi 
ncngawo onkc amacala csintu." 

!( waqham:d? uZ:ciusilc cphethc itliapho lc7,incwadi 
cztvcla cpos1n1. A'."1thclc_ cmatha.ngcni omfowabo owayc
ncbc. phczu _koc~n_s1. J\zithathc uQhathumunyu ngayinyc 
ngayrnyc, az1buk1s1sc. 

"Le iphuma ku ... Lekwa ... Le c ... " Phakathi kwazo 
l kukl:c~na ~plicshan~ _clirnpofana clibhalwc ngcsiNgisi na
j 11gcs1Swaz1. J\funcl1s1sc okubhalwc kulona. 
·j: '_'Phuthuma. cp~sini. Kukhona incwacli yakho cnga-

kh1shclwanga 1rnalJ cfanclc. Kudingcka u-5c." 
l "\X1azc wcdclcla lomuntu," kusho uQhathumunyu clilr..hla 
j pbansi. "Akabazi abantu, ngifungc uPhundu." 
i "I fawu, mfowcthu, ulilahlclani koclwa ?" 
' "J\nginarnali yokud!ala mina, daclcwcthu. .Lornuntu 

uyisichwcnsi." 
"Pho, uzokulcnzc njani ?" 

! "Dckufanelc ngilishise. Kcpha ngizohlonipha umfunclisi 
1 oh1_nguycna :phc~he iposi, ngoba uzojabha, aphathekc 
I kah1 uma 11g1thult!c ngalcnc,vadi. Engizakukwcnza yi
.j lokhu." \v'abuyc walicosha. \X!akhipha usiba lokuloba, 
I wascbhala ngasernuva ukuthi, 

"Y ALIWE." 
'_'J:ithathc _da~lcwc~hu, uliphinclclisclc cposini. Umfu

ncl,1,s1 uzo_kuppl11ndcltscla l_apho ivcla khona lcyo ncwadi." 
1 Ngcnprn-kc lcyo cyahwayo, Lufu ?" Kubuza ul\'fa-

I~lamini cnganakilc nje. Akazamphendula uQhathumunyu. 
Kepha wabesckhuluma ycdwa. 

"Ngisckhaya likababa. Ngihlezi phakathi komndcni 
wakwethu. Pho ngihlushwc yini kangaka cngingazc ngi
yokl1ipha imali nayo ngingcnayo ?" 

"Y cbo," kuphawula uZclusilc, "kcpha kasiphclele." 
"Ubani ongckho ?" 
"Umkhula * wami." 
"\X'asckJ1akhak.ho karnbc ?" 
".Angikahi nalo phcla mina." 

1< Jnkosikazi yomfowcthu. 



"Kanti yimuphi lowo mkhula ,vakho ngaphandlc kwa-
lmvo wasekhwcni lakho ?" 

"Ngisho ,valapha kwaLubhede." 
"Thatha lenc,vadi wena uyibuyiselc cposini." 
Ncmpcla wayithatba ,vayosithcla ngaselawini kodwa 

akangcnanga khona. 
K WC7,\Vakala uBhevula cscbongela ngasenhla bvesibaya. 

Ubonga abakubo ascbalala. Ubonga impilo nokuphepha 
~z_ingozini. l.J_cela isandla saho. Wagcina ngokuhuba 
1z1ngoma zcmp1. 

UQhathumunyu ,vaycsccambalclc elawini, naye cbalisa, 
eklmmbula izinsuku czingabuycli cmuva; izinsuku zascsi
koleni lapho naye waycphakathi kowabo, bephikisana 
ngobunsizwana obungapheleli ndavrn. 

K wangena uZelusilc cmamatheka, csonge izandla ngasc-
muva. 

"Qagcla, mfo, ukuthi ngikuphatheleni." 
"Indaba." 
"\'\Tasha ya phansi." 
"Lutho." 
"\Vashaya phansi." 
"Incwadi." 
"\'(lashaya khona." \Vamnika. 
"Usubuya eposini ?" 
"Ehenc." 
"Impcla oyothatha wena uyobona." 
"Uyobonani ?" wazibuzisa kanti uhlabcka um ... xhwclc. 
"Ukuthi kazidli,vanga yimpi ezakwabo." 
"Ngiyobc ngiyokwenzani crnizini yabantu. Y ebo uma 

usubhubhile okababa." 
\VahJcka uZelusile wandukumnika inc,vadi leyo. Wayi

thatha uQhathumunyu wayiphcnduphendula. I?~alwc 
uT. 5 c. \Vabheka esitembini efuna ukuthola ukuthi 1gxo
tshwc kuyiphi inclawo. Kcpba akazabona lutho. Akaza
w;-ithola lrnblc amagama asesitenjini. Akazathola kahle 
noma ivcla cRiphabhliki noma kwaNgwanc. 

"Usufike wangikhokhcla lcyo mali, dadcwcthu. Impela 
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ngiqinisile amabheka akho ngiyowadla namatbambo awo. 
Ngiyabonga Lokothwayo. Ukuba nodadewcthu onje
ngawe kuhle ngokungangabazeki." 

"Ngicindczclwe ngumfunclisi. Bcngingcke ngiyikhiphc 
phcla ngoba ubusuyaWc wathi awunamali yokucUala." 

"Elami lelo kababa. Angiliphiki." 
"Ngakhoke bcngizokwesaba uku hcthiswa kuthi,,·c ngi

dlala ngemali." 
"Bcngingeke, dadcwethu. J3cng.isho ngoba ngincngiwc. 

Futhi uyazi na,vc bcngikhathclc kabi. Nomqondo unga
funi uk.uhlushwa. Awubonanga uk.uthi usuke kanjani 
laphaya csibuyeni. Ngisalc ngazisola kabi. Nokho isiphc
lile, wakwethu; impi yomnclcni kayingenwa." 

"Umfundisi usizondile iscnzo sokubuyiscla inc,vacli 
cmuva ingafunclwanga." 

"Uthcni ?" 
"Uthe ngizc ngikutshclc ukuthi usakhascla eziko." 
"Kulungile. Sengiyabonga Lokothwayo. Salusuyongi-

gaycla umcaba, izinkobe uscziphekile umama." 
Aphume uZelusile, uthc uma esithcla ngcguma ,vambiza 

umfowabo. 
"Zelusel" 
"Mfowcthul" 
"Ngifuna umcaba ocolisiwe, phela. Ungagxobi sengathi 

nsilela amahashi." 
"Kazi umkakho uyomtctemela kangakanani. Scsiyo

yicela ivuthiwc." \Vahamba wayongcna exhibcni. Aka
bcsaphendula noQhathumunyu, kwayima elula isandla 
ethatha incwadi phczu kwetafulana. \Vayivula. A, 
isandla sejwayelekc kancane. Ikhcli liyaziwa kakhulu. 
Agijim.ise amchlo egameni. A, nalo uyalazi. Ezwe inhli
ziyo yakhe .isishaya ngamandla sengathi ungenwa yisifo 
soqhuqho. Afunde masinyane, 

"I-f amba '!Jobo11a11a 11odaderveth11 1dJaba11d/ile of1111disa esi
koleni sa.reZulwini." 

Ayiphinde futhi isho lokho. Abuye ayifunde imtshclc 
lokho. Ayibeke phansi. Acabange. "UBabandlile. E
Zulwini. Uyafundisa." EZulwini uyaz1. Kepha izikole 
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czilapho_ 7.rnin~a_na. Uyomthola kanjan.i pho yena Iowo 
13abancUilc ncl1111? Athulise, aclle ingqondo. \Vavuka 
wathi gubhu. \'vathatba iblrnyisilcili wabizwa phczulu 
walishova. 

Uthe nxashana cyongcna cmabalcni akwamfundisi wahla
ngana nentombazanyana yomfundisi. \Vabuza ukuthi 
umhambcl! wczikolc ukhona na. Yaphcndula yatbi ukhona. 
Ok\vamanJc usacambalclc laphaya cncllini lapho cngcniswc 
khona. 

"Sakubona Dhmini." 
"A, nguwc mzala? Sakubona." 
"N' • • k I ;i» 1 mpm- ·e, mza a. 
"SiyaphiJa. Ninjani nina ?" 
"Siphila sisonke, mzala." 
"Ngiyajabula ukukubona. Ngizwa kutliiwa bcnivaka

shclc cJ\lbabanc. Nibuyc nini ?" 
"Ngifika namhlanje, mzala." Wabona uQhathunrnnyu 

ukuthi uDlamini uzomngcnisa cndabcni ebuzwa yibo bon°kc 
abascLumc. \XTasemnquma ulirni. \v'ayibeka inkanankana 
ayeze ngayo. \Vavula amabhuku akhe uDlamini wabhcka 
izi kolc cziscZulwini namagama abafunclisi bazo. Latho
bkala nclikaBabandlilc Kuncnc. \'\fathatha impcnscli 
uQ!iatln1munyu wahhala, 

13.I(., P.O. Box r, EZUL\XTINI." 
\'Xfavalclisa wapbindela ckhaya. AkupheJanga malang~ 

amaningi yabuya impendulo csivela kuNksz. Kuncnc. 
"Kulungilc. Ungafika sizobonana." 

* 

UBabandlilc wayczalwa ngunina omkhulu kaPhikwasc. 
"NginguLubhedc waseLume." 
"NginguKunene waseNkanini." 
"Ngiyathokoza ukukubona Kuncne." 
"Nginenjabulo yokukubona Lubhcdc." Baxhawufana. 

Yameba ngamchlo intokazi yamamathek.a. "Uzc wathola
phi ukuthi sckukhona nawoBabancllile czwcni ?" 

"Emoyeni. Uza nazo phcla umoya." 
"Usunomsakazo ?" 
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"Owcmvelo." 
"Lo nguLubhccle \VascLumc, isihlobo sami. Lo, Mnu. 

Lubhccle, nguNksz. Nciphilc Nxelc csiscbcnza nayc." 
"Ngiyajabula ukukwazi Nkosazana Nxele." 
"Kuthokoza mina ukukwazi I\Jnu. Lubhcdc." Baxhawu

lana. "Kazi sigczc kwcsinjani namuhla size sihanjclwc 
abascLumc ?" 

"Lapho kukhona isidumbu namanc1c ayoba khona," 
kuphawula uBabandlilc. 

"Ha!" Kubabaza uNciph.ilc. "Ngabc sifile wcbantu!" 
"Bcngivakashclc umngani wami ongumlimi laphaya 

cLangcni. Ngasc ngiyapl1ambukcla." 
"Uyakukhulisa wcna Nciphi," kuphawula uBabancllilc, 

" b " uqam a amanga. 
"Umuntu omclala ongangami uqamba amanga ?" 
"Uqamba amanga, suka!" Akabasathi vu uQha-

thumunyu. "Ungabc umdala-kc nawe. Ingane le csakhasc
la cziko. \'v'oza siyc cndJini." 

Ziyifakc phakathi insizwa. 
Abcsenzchva itiyc ephunga. Zamthatha 7.ambonisa isi

kolc sazo csih1e. 
"Singczc sakubonisa ingacli ycthu ngoba ungumlimi. 

Uzosihlcka ngoba inga<li ycthu kayicpqilc," kukhuluma 
uBabancllilc. 

"Kanti-kc iyona engifisa kakhulu ukuyibona ngoba 
iyona cngiyaziyo." 

Zamthatha zayomk.hombisa nayo. 1\mazambanc avu
thiwc. Otamatisi scbcbomvu. J\maklabishi ayasonga 
ngamanclb. J\makhclothi adabula umhlaba. Izintanga 
ziblanza ngamandla. Yathokoza inhliziyo yornlimi. 

Baphindcla endlini. Kwalungis\Va clihlc itafula. Badia. 
Behlisa ngonamanecle. Emuva kwalokho wascvalelisa 
uQhathum~inyu. 

"Kulu.ngilc Lubhcclc," kuthatha uBabandlilc, "abakc 
habonana bayophinda babonane futhi." 

Bamkhapha oNkosazana Kuncne noNxclc. Bamthatha 
isigamana scmaycla. 



"Umnntu akawczwa umfula " kukhuluma uNksz N - I 
"I Il b b ' XC c. - czc anga asa u ya." 

_"Ngiyakwazi lokho," kuphcndula uQhathumunyu. "Ku
sluwo 1naqonchna nomuntu wasc ... " 

".I-Iamba kahlc,:' kusho uBabandlilc cmnika isandla 
cxha,vula .. N0Nc1philc cnzc njalo. Aphcndukc amfula
thelc aphrndelc cmuva. Uthe lapho cscngaphcshcya 
komfucllana, cscbambc ummangwana wczwa iz,vi. 

"\Y/ cLuful wakhe!" 
~Y/aphcnduk~, w~bona intombazana iza kuyc kancanc. 

Ake uzongtbomsa nanku umhlola." Y cma. 
"UBabandlilc lo ngizogcina ngixabcnc nayc." ULufu 

wak.huluma ycclwana. Nokho waphindcla cmuva. 
"Thatha nali_ iphasela lami uyongiposela Iona." Wafula

. thcla uBabancll1lc, \Vatbatha ngejubanc. 
Iphascla-nclini lisongwc ngcphcpha clinsunc.lu ngaphandlc 

kwabhahva ukuthi, 
"Leli phcpha uy_ol!qhaqha usnphakathi cposini." 
\~ar:iger:a epos1111, kcpha wasekhohhva ukuliqhaqha. 

\Y/ahmka rntombazana cscbenza cposini. Yalithatha into
n:baz~na, yalibuka yayisibuza ukuthi alikak..hclwa ngani? 
K way1ma ckhumbula. \Vascthi ::tyiqhaqhe iphcpha elinga
phancllc. Yenza njalo yayisithi, r zc. 

\X!akhipha imali wayinika. Yayisimnika iphcshana cli
khomba ukuthi lclo phascla liyothwalwa ngokunakekela. 
\Vathatha izinya,vo \Vac1oncla cmnyango. Esengaphandlc 
waphonsa amchlo cphepheni wabona ukuthi libhalwc 
ukuthi, 

"11nu. Q. L. Lubhcclc, P.O. Lumc." 
Kwathi akazisakazc oclongcni. \Xlaqunga isibi11di wapl1i

ndcla phakathi, 
"Nk I 1 • 1 I 1 • I • l • • " osazana, c 1 p 1ase a e amt. ~Jza um1. 
1\yamphcndula intombazana yasimzc yalanda umphathi

pos1. 
"Impahla inganikezwa czandlcni zaseposini ayiseyona 

eyakho izc iqcde indlela yayo." 
"A • b " ng1z,va ngo a ... 
"Sengikutshclile. Kuningi ongakwazi. Hamba." 
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Waphumisa okwenkukhu incthiwe. 
Kwaphela izinsuku ezinc lafika ezandleni zakhe futhi. 

Eposini lakubo lalandwa uZclusile. \X!alisombulula. Pha
kathil Iduku likanokusho cliluhlaza okwesibhakabhaka, 
clincmibala cm11lophc. Uqhotbo lwczinsizwa lwascntanycni 
oluluhJa7,a okwcsibhakabhaka oluncmibala cmhlophc. Imvi
lophi eluhlaza okwesibhakabhaka. Wayiqhaqha ngczandla 
cziqhaqha;,;clayo, cscphcfumulcla phc;,;ulu. Phakathi igama 
loclwa: 

"PI-IIK\X'ASE GERTRUIDA MSITHINI." 
Emvilophini kukhona nocu lobuhlalu obuluhlaza okwesi-

bhakabhaka nobumhlophe. \Xlabiza uZclusile, wamnika bona. 
"Funcla nansi inkinga. Inkanankanal" 
"Iphumaphi ?" 
"Kulo." 
"Igama ?" 
"Likhona." 
"Hal Zaze zabamnancli izindaba zakho mfowethu. 

Obuluhlaza: UTHANDO. Ngizokufunclela nempela. 
Obumhlophc: ENI-ILE." 

XI 
"Uyakhulcka uLubhcdc, kinina bakwaMsithini. Ukhu

lekcla isihlobo asibonile, csimbonilc," kumemcza uGwala
gwala. 

UGwalagwala induna ycpulazi likaBotha. Umuzi wakhc 
useSwazini. Akaqali ukunyathela cmagcekeni akwaMsi
thirn. Ufika njalo angaxwayi. Kepha namuhla ux,vayile, 
ulunyclwa umzimba. 

\X'afika ekuphumeni kwelanga. Kcpha wahlala lapho 
izinkomo zazc zabuya inhlazane. Zaseng,va zabuye zaha
njiswa zaya emadlclweni, eyilokhu ephungana nezimpukane 
ncziba\vu. Kwathi ngelikadc uTshotsho wathuma ingane. 

"Biza lomfokazi oscyimpukane crnzini wami, kesizwc 
ukuthi mblola muni eza ngawo." 

UTshotsho noyise omncanc kanyc noMaMasilcla bahlczi 
endlini. UGwalag,vala abaze bambingelela njengascmihlc
ni. UTshotsho wathi, 
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"Khuluma G\valagwala. rdhlolo mum owuletha lapha 
cm7.ini wami. Ufinqc amazwi akho. Anginasikhathi 
sokulalcla imilanclo." 

".i\Isithini, rvluvuhnc oJulilaza. Ngiccla isihlobo csihlc 
kinirn1. bak\\'a:i\fanyovll. Siboniwc sathandwa kwa1v!si
thini thina bakwaLubhcdc Lokotliwayo." 

"Ngabe mihlola mini-kc le cngiyiiwayo! Phincla futhi 
• " ngizwc. 
"Sithandiwc kwaJ\f:;id1i11i, Ihln, thina hakwaLubhcclc." 
Azitlrnkuthclise uTshctsho, azc anqckuzisc ikhanda 

samuntu osctbukutbclc. 

"Indocla cnkulu cnQanQoG\valaQ"wala isukcle ukuzo1wi-
~ ~ 0 b 

phoxa cmzini wami ngizibuthilcl" Asukumc ahambahambc 
ibangana. efubthclc uGwa.bgwah. "Mina. nga.hanjwa 
izinlilamvu zama.Ngisi. Uma. incloda ingiklincla ngizwa 
sckwchla amatbonsi cgazi chlcla. cnhliziy\veni athi co co." 

"Impel,i., mntanomfowctlrn, indoda yomuzi wayo izo-
• 1 • ,, 

~;iWCJa 11JC. 

J\bhckc plrnnsi uI\faM~silcla. Acoshc ushana adwcbc 
i:1clilinga cmhlabcni. Athi ubhcka uTshotsho aficc ukuthi 
uy;i.mbulrn. J\bcscyihlik.ihb indilinga. 

"\'-;/eDdiwcl" kubiza uTshotsho ngokukhahlula.. 
"Baba!" 
"B.iza uclaclc\vcnu. .Ashcshcl" 

Angcne ekhasa ngam;i.clolo uPhikwasc. Amchlo a\va
bhckise phansi. Ahlale cduze kukanina. Afihle amchlo 
ngonina. Atl1i ukwcba umkhong.i ngamchlo. \v'ajuluka 
w::i.manzi cbunzini, zazc zagclcza izithukuthuku. 

"Phikwasc!" 
"Baba!" ngclinci, cliphansi clivcvczclayo. 
"Uyama:;,;i lomuntu ?" 
Irnpcndulo ingabikho. Atbi uz8.ma ukuphcnclula linga

rlrnmclcli izwi. .Abambc umphct·ho wcngubo kanina adlale 
ngawo. Abuyc abuzc cscklrn.hlula uyisc. • 

"Ngibuz::i. kuwc, Phikwasc, ngithi uya ... " 
"Y cbo." \Xlasho ngclincanc kabi. Nokho bamuz\,,a. 
"Uthi klcbo!" Unina csho ngclincngiwc. "Uthi angi-
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kuthelc ngcmpama. Awukaqccli ncminyaka cmrnc uqccle 
ukufunda, usuwazana nabantu." 

"Sengizwile," kukhuluma uyisc, "phuma." Kwayima 
ebhekisa kumkhongi, 

"Ngiyczwa Sithcbc. Kcpha namuhb anginazwi." 
"Msithini! Muvulancl" 
"Hamba kahlc." 
"Salani kahle." \v'aphuma wahamba uGwalagwala._ . 
Kwanela kwacllula isonto lalinyc wabuya escz1cll1sa 

satshanyana cmagcck.cni akwaJ\'1sithi11i uGwalagwala_ Si_
thcbe. Akubanga kanyc, kabili, kcpha kwaba kamng1. 
Kwathi ngclikaclc, sckubuhlungu izinyawo, an~phcnclub 
a1fasithin1. Imvulamlomo. Is1khwchlcla s1ka I shots ho. 
Itshali likanina. Icluku likanina. Isicclo (ngoba phcla 
wasale cscshaya izinyoni czimbili ngatshe linyc). \X/abonga 
umkhongi. . . 

Akuphelanga masonto aman111g1 wabavula umlomo; 
wahloniphisa umkhwckazi. \Xfatsbclwa ukhalo lomntwana. 

* * * 
UMnumzane Botcla kwakuliBhunu clalincpulazi cduze 

nascLume. Wayejwayelcnc nayc uBhevula .. U_mu_zi ka
Botcla wa.wuscsifunclcni sascLangwanc cNtilas1fa_h. U
I3hcvula nguyc owas.iza uyisc kaBotela ngezinkab1 zakhe 
ckuthcngcni kwakhe ipulazi. . . . 

UBbevula wathatha umngam wak.hc balibhektsa cnkanga-
b. 

"I-Iamba ung1bikc, mfana." 
"U1nnumzanc usaphumula." 
"I-Iamba ungibike." 
"Usanda kufika. Ngiyesaba." . 
"No-ithi hamba ungibikc kumnumzane. Uth1 nangu 

uBhe;ula ufuna wcna." Akabasaphcndula umfana. \'v'~
simzc wafaka izancllana esikhwamcni scbhulukwe. \v'akw1-
tiza ngcsiBhunu. 

UBhevula waycphcthe uswazi olude lokush_a):a izinj~. 
Umfana akazanga ukuthi uBhcvula uluhoshe 111111 uswazt. 
\'valuzwa scludabula inyama. yakhc. Wakhala waqanclula. 
\X!agxuma waya phczulu, waye wawa. Uthe evuka lapho 

159 



yayisiph~mbene imivimbo. Wathi galo ycphuka. Waphu
ma nges1dum~ l~rnkaB?tcla. \X:'_abona urnfana wakhe escyo
:1gena el:1Iath1~11 ngclikhulu IJubanc samuntu ehlatshwc 
1qu~o lcz1nyos1. Umfazi wabiza indocla yak.he cthi ayizc 
ncs1bhamu, naba abantu bczohlascla, scbegwazc nomfana 
wakhc. Kcpha uBotcla waziphumcla kahlc njc. KawuIT'c
thusanga neze umbiko womkakhe. 

"Ho ho ho-sakubona Bhevula." 
"Y ebo, mnumzane. Sengishaye umfana wak.ho. Uchwe

nsa kabi. Ngibathe akayekongibika kuwcna ungibiza 
ngesiphukuphuku." , 

"Abafana bascnlrnngah bayeclelela, Bhevula. \Vena 
uyinclocla yamadocla." 

"Uthini lomuntu, Da\vicl ?" Kubuza umkaBotcla ebuza 
kuBotela. "lvfusa ukuma cduze kwakhe uphethe um
khonto." 

"Ubofundisa abafana bakho inhlonipho," kuphendula 
umLungu kumkakhe. 

"Tshela labangani bakho bahambe. Bangafiki bashayc 
abafana bami lap ha." 

"Kulungilc," kuphcnclula inclocla yakJ1c ngcsilungu. 
\Xlanxapha umfazi wasithcla. 

"Abafazi bayasihlupha. Uphumaphi lapha cnkangala 
Bhcvula ?" 

"Ngiphuma kwaNgwanc, mnumzane." 
"Lunjani uhlaza kwaNgwane na ?" 
"Luluhlaza mnumzanc." 
"Ngiyajabula uk.ukubona lapha, Bhevula." 
"Nami ngiyabonga mnumzanc. Ngizc ngencbba kuwe." 
"Ngabe ungenza iNkosi," washo emomothcka umntano-

mlungu. 
"Uma ngizc kuwe uyiyo." 
"Uk.hala ngani-ke ?" 
"Ngamatholc, mnumzane." 
"Ufuna ukulobola na ?" 
"Y cbo, 1nnumzane." 
"Indlu yokugugela ?" 
"U malokazana." 

"Ukuphi Jomalokazana ?" 
"ESiklw,rahlande." 
"Swartland ?" 
"Yebo." 
"Wo, izintombi zasenkangala ziy,lchwensa, Bhevula. 

Azikwazi nokulima. Azikwazi nokugaya. Uyozikhalela 
izinkomo zakho Bhevula." 

"Ngiyozifondiscla, mnumzanc." 
"Y cna uyothatha indoda yal<l1e ayohlala nayo eSwartland. 

\Vena usalc ugolcla izimpukanc cmlonycni." J\hleke kakhu
lu. 

"Iziga zokuzala phcla lczo mntanomlungu. Nawe uzele." 
"Nokho incluk.u cnhle igawulwa ezizweni. Ufuna ama

tholc amangaki ?" 
"Ishumi nesihlanu. \,'(/cna usuyothatha ezami eSwazini 

uyozibeka enhlonhhveni ek110na bvaNgwane." 
"Uthatha umalokazana odulile. Balobolisa okwamakhosi 

abantu basenkangala." 
"Ic1iniso." 
"Lomalokazana uzothatha sonke isibaya sakho." 
"Zizoba zenza umsebenzi wazo phela." 
"Kulungile Bhevula. Uzozithola izinkomo ozifunayo." 
"Ngiyabonga kaklrnlu, mngani wami." 
"Angikhohliwe ukuthi nguwe owasiza ubaba kokuningi." 
"Ukusiza umuntu ukuzilondolozela usizo oyoludinga 

kusasa." 
"Uzozicunga n.ini lczinkomo ?" 
"Enyangcni ezayo, mnumzanc." 
"Kulungile. Hambani laphaya endlini yomngani wenu 

enimshayile. Sizokuninika ukudlana ngoba ngiyabona 
ncnsika isiwile." Wabakhomba indlu yabafana ethe 
qekele. 

"Mfana!" 
"Mnumzanel" kusabela umfana ehlathini lapho engenc 

khona. 
"Phangisa l" 
Waqhamuka ngejubanc umfana. 
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"\Vena awu:vazi amaSwazi. Awafani nabantu base
nkangala. ~g1funa abafana abahlonipha abantu abadala. 
Ha1~ba ubarnkc uphuthu ncny::n:1a, Ubabilisclc nekhofi." 

. \'\ abathat~1a_ umtana koclwa cy1lokhu cbaxwayile, cbhckc 
nJalo os,vaz1111. Uthe lapho uBhevula clubamba ngengalo 
yokuphonsa wagwcma umfana. \Xlakubona lokho uLu
bheclc wasclubuyisa kwcyobunxclc. Badia, bavalclisa 
kuDotcla nakumkakhe. Bahamba. \'7ababukisisa umka
Botcla nayc ex,vayilc: wanikina ikhanda. 

* * 
Unyezi uthc kla. Inyanga igcwcle s,vi. Inhlamba nechilo 

ukuyolobola u:11n_tanomuntu cbumnyamcni benyanga. 
.Abantu banrng1 namuhla crnzini kaTshotsho kaTshwa

labenyoni. ~ayaphithi_zela. Batlrnlisa izinganc lapho zizi
bangela u111s111clo. Zithulathulc, zibuyc zisukclckc. A
~huza a_rnafovu. Izinganc zabona unrnntu cgijirncla ngasc
s1baycn1. Zaduma zabalekcla ngascsibuycni konina. Bazi
buza ukuthi zibalckclani. 

"Uyakhulcka uLubhcdc, wakwaLokothowayo, Bhambo
lL:nyc," kumcm~za_ ~zwi ccclcni kwesibaya. "Ukhulcka 
kimna bakwaIVfs1th1111, bakwaivfovulanc oluhlaza." Wathu
J.a. Lathula ikhaya. Zathula izinja. Kwczwakala ezabakhc
lwana ngaphcsheya komfula. Laqhubcka izwi lcndoda: 

. "Uklrnlekcla i~ihlobo ~sihle;, Asibonilc wasic~sha phansi 
n1engetshwclc hcosha 1bclc. Wathula futlu walalcla. 
Waqhubeka: 

"~kh~leka ngczinhlamvukazana ezinc. Uk.huleka nge-
11tus1kaz1. Ukhulcka ngewasakazi. Uk.hulcka noezithole 
ezinc ezibomvu. Ukhuleka ngcnzibulazana cmasa,~utshiwc, 
enenkonyane enkone. Ukhuleka ngamaguqa amabili, 
elendun_a clir~punga 1:e~ens~ka~i elinsundu. Ukhulcka nge
wa~a. el1g?~lile. Ng161ka 111z1bulazana cyimpcvu kamama. 
Ng161ka 1s1phcko sawomama inblamvu. Ngibika inkabi 
empunga yenjomane egqize ngamanqina, enebala elimhlo
phc cbunzini, kababa. Ngiycma lapho." 

K wczwakala isalukazi scsithi, 
"I! i! ilil khula ntombi kaMsithini." 

Omunye wasikhuza. Kepha sathetha naye, sithi as1-
zangc simdlele lutho . 

\'7asondela csibaycni umfokazi eqaphcla ukuthi izifa
mona nczcshcli zingamlimazi. 

UPhikwasc wazibala ngckhanda izinkomo ezimcnyczwa
yo. Kwathi kanti ubcthukilc wezwa cfikclwa isibi1{di no
kuzic1hcnya. Abazali bakhe bayothokoza. Ulotsholwc 
ngasuku lunyc waphela nya. Impcla bayesutha abasckha
khakbc. 

Zasonclcla. Zithc ukuba zibescduze nomuzi zazibika. 
Zabhonsa. Yezwakala nenjomane nayo seyizibika. 

Bathe bcngcniswa encllini yabo abayeni, wayephuma 
uGozolo cyongcna cxhibcni clinotshwala. \Xlaphuma no
khamba lugcwclc. \'7alungenisa cndlini kwabakubo. \X'a
sukuma wagi<la. Waphuma csethi uyobamba imbuzi. 
Kcpha wayif-ica isiboshiwc cgumcni. Wabiza abafana bakhe 
bayihlaba, bayihlinza, bayiphcka. Yadliwa yaphcla ngabo 
lobo busuku. 

Ekuscni ,~asonclela umndcni wakwaMsithini ukuzobinge
lcla abaycm nokuzokhuluma ubulanda. Kwangcniswa 
omk.hulu ump~rnnda wamis\va eziko. Kwasckungcniswa 
utshwala ngez1nkamba bathelwa cmphandcni. Wangena 
umndcni wakwaMsithini. Lokhu ungaphezu kwcshumi, 
kwaqala munyc ,vawo: 

"S "b b • " am ona, aycm. 
"Yebo," kuvuma abayeni kanye kanyc. 
"Sanibona baycni." 
"Yebo." 
"Nisaphjla ckhaya ?" Kubuza umfO\vabo kaTshotsho o

mncane. 
"Y ebo sisaphila," uphendula kuGozolo. 
"Ake usitshele Gozolo ukuthi ugqigqizcla emaxhibeni 

I ami nje uza nani ?" kukhuluma uyise omncanc kaTshotsho. 
·' Akazaphendula uGozolo. Kwaphcndula umkhong,i. 

"Sengikhona, Mlingani. Ngakutshela phela ngathi 
ngiyeza. Phumani nginikhombise engiza nakho." 

Amakhosikazi aphuma ahlala ngaphansi kweguma. A
madoda asondela eduze nesibaya. \Vazisondeza uGozolo. 
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Zinjani! 1\maclwala. Ungatbi ziyagcz\Va. Wazikhomba 
ngayinyc ngayinyc uGwalag\Yala. Eycsiphcko ikhuluphelc 
iyatanasa. Kwabuyclwa cncllini. \'{lasukuma uGozolo 
wathun_ga utshwala. 

"Ngiyabonga, 1'1lingani wami," kukhuluma uyise omncanc 
kaTshotsho, cbhckisa kuGwalagwala. "Namuhla awuscyc
na umkhongi usungumlingani wami. Ngibonga imifino. 
Ungilobolcle. Uk.halo lom.ntwana uluhlanganisilc. Scngi
yakuphckcla. Ngikuphekcla impevukazi cyisiqcngqc." 

"1v1sithini! Muvulanc."! Kubonga abaycni. 
\"Vanik\va umkl1onto l1Gozolo. \X'aphuma na,vo \Va

qoncla csibaycni. 
"Kc,V11yonc njc inkomo kacl:idc," kusho izintombi 

zascSwartland, "uzosibona kahlc wcna. Akusikho e-
Swazini lapha, kusenkangala." . 

Eycsiphcko yazc ya.wa ngclcsithathu inxcba. Izintomb1 
zamhlawulisa u-6oc uGozolo. Futhi ayibhodlanga. 
\'vancla wayithi gxa ngomkhonto yavuka uhlany:1-inkomo. 
'{athi kayibaqedc abantu. Yamthatha ngc?unz1 uGozol~ 
yamlahla crnahlahlcni kodwa ayazc yamlimaza. Yath1 
iyamqec.la ,vagwema, wayig,vaza wa_yijuq~. . . . 

Kulcsi sikhathi uPhikwasc waycrn1 cncll1n1 cbambc 1ns1ka 
cnzcla khona ugcgc* lwakhc lungcnakushesha lufc. Luthe 
ukuba lmvc zasczishaya ingoma izintornbi. 

Zahlinzwa izinkorno. Ugcgc lwalunganonilc kwakuyi
nh!ama. Lwancla lwaqcdwa ukuhlinzwa, zaludu_me~a 
izintombi zasenkangala zadlala ngalo. Inyama yalo 1se_s1~ 
khumbeni salo. Zadonsisana ngalo zaze zayongena endl1111 
lapho luyobekwa khona. UGozolo cziphethe ngoswazi, 
eziklwibila. 

Ekuscni ngakusasa uyiscmkhulu omncanc kaQhathu_mu
nvu ,vacela ukubona umakoti wak\vakhe. \X'angemswa 
uPhikwase escgqokc escnomfono1:1~0_; cphelckezchva izi
ntombi zakubo. A,vu, akuntomb1 1S1bomvubomvu; ngu-
ntombi-zonkc-ziphelclc. . 

Zaphckwa izin½omo_. Kw~plmzwa kwaJatshulwa. Ko
dwa abadala asiba1abuhsanga 1scnzo sokufa kc::~ege. _Kudc
buduzc nomuzi kuhlczi amakhchla amab1!J, ul<honya 

"' Inkomo eza nabakhongi lapha bezolobola. Ifikc ihlatshwc. 
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uyisemkhulu omncanc kaQhathumunyu noK!aya uy1sc
mkhulu omncanc kaPhikwase. 

"Kunjalo, Mlingani," kuphcndula uKhonya "vcla nga-
baphansi. Bayaklmluma." 

"Kazi ngabc basolani ?" kubuza uKlaya. 
"Angazi." 
"Kukhona nokho abakusolayo." 
"Kukhona." 
"Kudingcka kuyiwc ezinhlanycni." 
"Nami ngonclc ngi11kc ekhaya ngithathc izinduku ngi-

. I ,, yoz1zwc a. 
Kuqhamukc urnntwana azobabiza. Basukuma bamlandc

la. 
Abaycni badla kuqala. Imithwalo yabo isiboshiwe. 

l3athi bangaqcda baphuma, bayohlala cntabeni, ngoba 
bangcnakudukuza ubusuku. Tiabuya kusihlwa scbenyonyo
ba. Ukusa kwaziwa yibo, baphuma bangcna cya kubo. 

Engakaharnbi uGwalagwala wakhulurna kuKlaya _wathi, 
"}, 1flingani, scngicela umfazi wami asale cseyong1basela 

lllnlilo." 
"Ngiyczwa, Mlingani," kuphcndula uKlaya, "kulungile. 

l ingishayc ckhanda vcle. Nokho phela ungabongifuthczcla. 
Ubonginika ithutshana. Futbi kuscyinganc lokhu." 

"Usckhona umarna. Uyozifuncliscla. Uyokuchatha nxa 
kuphcth,ve urnkhuhlanc." 

XII 
"Ngiyamcmczcla, isimcmezclo somshado phakathi kuka-

, Qhathurnunyu Lufulwakhc Lubhedc, insizwa yalapha c
khaya; noPhik\vasc Gertruida Msithini, intombi yase~ 
Swartland, eGunwane, eNtilasifali. Uma ekhona owaz1 
utho olungavimbcla laba bantu ukuba bangahlanganis\va 
ngokomth~tho makakhulumc sizwc. Uma cngakhulumi 
athulc njalo. Lesi isimcmezclo sokugcina." Kumcmezcla 
uMfundisi Buthclczi, wascLumc. Ngalo lolo suku uya
memczela uMfundisi Motaung wase Swartland. 

"Ngiyamernezela, isimcmezclo somshado phakathi kuka
Qhathumunyu Lufulwakhe Lubhede, insizwa yaseLume, 
eMbabane, kwaNg\vane; noPhikwase Gertruida Msithini, 



i~tombi yalapha ckhaya. Uma ck.bona owazi utho olunga
y1mbela laba ban~u ukuba hangahlanganinva ngokornthctho 
n~akakhulu_r~1~ s1zwc. Uma cngaldrnlumi manje, athulc 
llJalo. Lcs11s1mcmczclo sokugcina." 

"Nginczwi," kukhuluma i;,wi chancllcni. 
"Sukuma sikubonc," kusho u[\'Ifondisi i\fotauno-. 
J\mc~1l_o_ cbanclla. Jonke atl1i fu cnda,vcni lapho

0 
kublala 

kbona 1s1lisa, lapho kuzwakclc khona i?.wi. Lumuthi nkc 
uvalo l1Phikwasc. J\valc amchlo. Abuyc awavulc. Nayc 
:1bhckc ng:1sczwi11i. Ahlanganc ncnsizwa cluhlaza isimi. 
Igqokc insucli cmnyama, cncblrnntshi cliclckazi clithi alifikc 
cmaclol~vcni. Linam:1hlomh~ amaclc, ligC\vclc izikhwanyana 
yonkc 111clawo, ngaplrnmbili nangascmuva. Tnsizwa ina
mchlo _abomvu scngat_l1i iblicma insangu, indc, yondilc. 
1\bcscy1khu111bula uPh1kwasc uku1hi ingcm·c ya]czo zase
Swartbnd azijabhisilc. \Vatliu kut hcb ~\'ar;, ,~·azizwa cfi
kclwa ngamandla csilisa. \\?cz\rn inhliziyo yakhe ithi 
akayitshclc cyikho. \Xlabuyc wazibarnba. 

"Hlala phansi," kusho uJ\ffundisi J\1otaung, "usuyosi
:xoxcla cmuva k,vcnkonzo." 

Yac1lrnlJcl\a inkonzo abantu s-:bcyiqhuba ngarnadolo. 
Yaphetl1-:,'a 1banclla Iacclwa ukuba kclihhlc phansi, kuphu
mc abai,twana kuphcla. 

"Suk 1.1rna, nsizwa, usitshclc okhala. ngakho," kuklrnluma 
ugosa. "Unobhala wcSigungu scsonto uzobhala wonkc 
amaminithi alolu claba." 

"Kanti sckusenkantolo yini laplia csontwcni ?" kubuza 
111S IZ\Va. 

"Musa ukungibu7.a lowo mbuzo. J\ngiyona intanga 
yak ho. lJbani igarna lakho ?" Ku buza ugosa. 

"USihlalancmpi Sibeko." 
"Ublalapbi ?" 
"Khona Japha cSwartlancl." 
"Usushaclilc ?" 
"Ycbo." 
"O, ngiyabona. Sitshclc-kc ukuthi utliini." 
"Ngithi mina Siblalancmpi angivumi ukuba .lcntomba:.~ana 

iyokwcncla kulomfoka7.i." 

"lsizathu ?" 
"Nami .izinkomo ngina:w. Nakuba cscyingoduso, 1z1-

nkomo ziyakhiph:rna." 
"\'vakwcthcmbisa vini lom11t\va11a :>" 
"Q11a." _, • 

"Niyczwana na ?" 
"U • I ·1 " yang1p 11 rn. 
"Koclwa wake wakuvuma ?" 
"Akazangc." 
Laphubuka lahleka ibanclla. 
"Musani ukuhlcka bandla Singcniswc cndabeni cno-

buciko csingabaziyo." Kukhulurna ugosa. "Seningofa
ka7.i. Thulani nilalclc njc." 

"I3angihlcka ngoba ngivezcni ?" kubuza uSihlalancmpi. 
"Ubulima," kusho cnyc insizwa. 
"U11g;1slio njalo, nsiz\\'a, k.irni. Zinganqamuka phakathi 

khona manjc." 
"Scngis hilo." 
"Thula wcna!" kukhuza ugosa. "Ngiyabuza futhi 

Sihlalancmpi. Utbi lcntombaz::na kayiganc \Vena?" 
"Y cbo, 11gisho njalo." 
"Ufuna owcsingaki umfazi ?" 
"O\vcsibili." 
"Kukhona yini okunyc ongasitshcla kbona ?" 
"1\ku k.ho." 
"Hlala phansi, scngizwilc. Pbikwasc!" 
"Baba!" J\thi uyasukuma ugosa athi makahlalc phansi, 

akhulumc chlczi. • 
"Angithi uyamuzwa lomuntu wakwaSibcko ?" 
"Y cbo." 
"Uthini-ke wena ?" 
"J\nginalo nelilodwa izwi kulomuntu. Umsizi lo. 

Into cmnyama sengathi ikhuza izulu. Ngizokuyenzani." 
"Ubani lo,vo ?" kubuza uSihlalancmpi cfuthclwa ulaka, 

cshobashoba csitulwcni. 
"Ngisho k.uwc siphoxo-nclini," kusho intombazana. 
\Xlasukuma uSihlalancrnpi wabhcka kuPhikwasc. "Ngi-

kuthcla ngcmpama khona . " 
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J\.ka~gwinyanga. \'v'asukuma uTshotsho waqonda kuyc, 
cngatlu vu. \Vabona ugosa ukuthi manjc sczimbi, wavimba 
nTshotsho ngcsandla. 

"Usufuna ukona icala :Msithini. Phindcla endaweni 
yak.ho." 

Nempcla waphindcla nokho wascthi, 
"Scsiyohbngana nawc cbandlcni lcnduna mfana." 
Umfundisi wasephctha. ngokuthi indaba ebckwc uSi-

hlala.ncmpi ayiphethc lutho. Asikho isizathu csinga-
vimbcla. umshado. 

Phambi kukaNdabazabantu cGunwanc, kuhlezi uQha
thumunyu nengoduso yakhc. Yona ihlczi kwcsobunxelc. 
Emuva kwakhe kuhlezi impelesi yakhc. Eyengoduso ihlczi 
ngasemuva kwayo. Uyabachazela ngomshado uNdabaza
bantu. Uyabayala, uyabafundisa. 

"\'qcna ungowase11babane," kukhuluma iNkosi "c
Swazini. Uhambe lonkc lcli banga uzoccla ukushadiswa 
nalentombazana yalapha eGunwane. Kubangwa y1m 
lokho ?" • 

"Ngiyithandile, Nkosi." 
".i\zikho yini izintombi kwclakjn.i na ?" Sambuza isi-

Koshi singahleki, simgqolozcla ezinhlamvini zamehlo. 
"Ziningi Nkosi." 
"Awucelanga ngani enye yazo ukuba ushade nayo ?" 
"Angiyibonanga engingasc ngiyithande ukwedlula le." 
"Ungitshela ukuthi ufuna ukushadiswa nayo ngoba 

uyithanda ukwedlula ezinye ?" 
"Nkosi." 
"\Vena-kc, Phikwase, okukwenze washiya 1i1ns1zwa 

zakin.i wayozihlanganisa nempumakude yini ?" 
"Ngiyamthanda." 
"Ungitshela ukuthi azikho czinye 1z111s1zwa ozithanda

yo ?" 
"Azikho." 
"Thana Nkosi!" Kukhahlula iphoyisa lomuntu elimi 

eduze." 
"Shi-i-i," kukhuza iNkosi, "musa ukutrukameza isi-
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fazana. Ntombazana usho ukuthi nguyc lo zw1 omtha
ndayo ?" 

"Nguye kuphela." 
"Thana Nkosi! Awuzwa yini ?" Kush9 iphoyisa futhi. 
"Thula!" Sekusho uNdabazabantu ngelokunengwa. "Se-

kuyisikhathi esingakanani nithandana ?" 
"Imin yak a emibili." 
Wascbayala. Wabadonsa ngendlebe maqondana no-

buqotho bomshado. Watru kuyamthokozisa ukuzwa ukuthi 
sebcncsikhathi esingaka bethandana. 

"Seniqinisile kulenkantolo naphambi kwalaba bantu 
abangofakazi, nathi niyathandana. Aniveli ndawonye. 
Nihlanganiswe uthando. Lenkantolo isivumile ukuni
shadisa. Hambani-kc nihlalisanc ngalo lolo luthando 
cningitshelc ngalo." 

Usuku olulandelayo lwaba olokwemuliswa kukaPhikwase 
1 Gertruida nguyise. Usuku lokuboshwa kwefindo lornshado 

cndlini ycsonto. UTshotsho wawisa umhlophe. Ejabule 
1 ngoba intombi yakhe iphume kuyc imhlophe, imsulwa; 

imshiya imgcwaliselc isibaya. 
Ngalolo suku ikhehJa elinguyisemkhulu wakhc omncane 

lamngenisa kwagogo wakhe, uPhikwase, lamnika amakha
mbi waphalaza, wageza umzimba ngawo. \Vaphuma lapho 
wayooqoka. Akascmuhle umntakaMsithini uselilanga. 
I veyili lamvumela ngoba cmsulwa, ezigcinelc lolo suku. 
Engabuphanganga ubude. 

\Vaphuma nezimpelcsi zakhc ezine, nazo zigqoke ziconsa. 
Amakalisru amanc ayemi cgcekcni elinde ukumthatha amuse 
endlini yesonto. Abakwabomyeni bahamba ngeloli aba
fike ngayo. J\.mahasru adonsa amakalisru kungawekhethe
lo, izisadula zezinkabi. Elokuqala lalidonswa izimpu
nga. Elesibili kungelikamakoti namantombazanyana a1;1abili 
abambc ivcyili, lidonswa czimhlophc. Elesithathu elez1mpe
lesi lidonswa czibomvu. Kugcine elikaTshotsho nowakwa
khe elidonswa ezinsundu. J\.mahasru ahlotsruswe ayaconsa 
nawo. Futhi awejwayele lomsebenzi. 

Phakathi endlini ycsonto sebehlalisiwe abakwabomyeni. 
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Phakathi k:vabo _kukhona uyiscmkhulu omncane kamyeni. 
I~hchla cl:nong1yanc. Ilona climclc indlu kaBhcvula. 
L1vunul~ 11phclclc ngcmvunulo cliyivunula uma liyogida 
umkhos1 wcNcwab. 

Endlini kukhona noNcbbazalxu,tu wascGunwanc kanvc 
nowakwakhc. ' • 
_ \v'angc1:a umak_oti. \Xiatbatl1:1 incla\VO yak.he cscnlib. 
Igosa lath1 umycm akadrnthc inclawo yak.lie cngakwcsoku-
dla kukamakoti. ' 

Inkonzo iphcthwc ngu111fundisi womSuthu, uKcaboca 
1Iotau~g. lgagu l~mft_u:disi. \'\.'abiza iculo ngcsiZulu, 
nanges1Suthu_ nangcs1Ng1s1 nangcsiBhunu. 1 \hakwaNgwa
ne babcngaycJ\vayelc Jcndlcla. Kwaba iculo clithi 
Yankulu injabulo ' 
Komycni nomakoti, 
1\bahan jclw'u J esu 
Emzini wascKanal" 
,- Zalisha?a izinsizwa _nezintombi. Zadabuka kumakoti. 
Zayc zatb111ta czomycn1. Indocla kayikhali. Nokho zchla 
kuQhathumunyu czwa abafowabo noclaclcwabo bcmshavc-
la clikhulu ihlombc ngamaphimbo abo. Laphcla. , 

\X!asonclcla kubona u:i\ffunclisi Kcaboca Motaung. \v'a
babuza imi~uzo ebuz\vayo. Bamphendula. \v'abahb;;ganisa. 
\v'a~l1atha mdanclatho kmnycni wayifaka emunwcni .__kama
kou. \Vapbakamisa wabhekisa cbandleni wathi: 

"UQJrnt~iumunyu noPhikwase scbeyindoda nomfazi ... " 
Akaligw111yanga umfondisi, lac1lrnma ikhchla lakwaLu

bhcde labanga cmsamo encllini yesonto, laphinda lagiya 
Jabanga emny_ango: Bcthuka bashayana ngamakhanda 
abantu scbcth1 sehyabashaya. Athi azama ukulikhuza 
amagosa: 

''Kahle, kahle Ncllavela, kusesontweni phcla akugiywa." 
Alaze la,vanaka. Kcpha umfonclisi wathi awamycke 

:rnrn~tu omdala aziclclisc. Wlancla washo njalo zamvumela 
~zu1s1~\\? ~ascL\1mc. 7,alithatl1a ~1gczibongo zalo. J__,apho 
.tndlu 1_s1:111 ngcz111yawo. UmakotJ wabarnba umycni wakhc 
wamq1111sa ngazo 'l.ombili izanclb, wahbhla amchlo cthu
k 1lc, kwaphcla ukuthi ugoyilc. \Xlamamathcka ui.\-ffunclisi 

1\!ot:1uog. Wamamatheka uNdabazabantu. 
"Nqama clubula kumaLokothwayo, 

1 Ilosi JikaKhawuycza 
Elathwal' amehlo 
Nxa Jibon' abdo. 
i\lhudula nkun7.' ingaphakathi 
Kwcla.beSuthu." 

Laze laclinwa lazimcla. I ,anikina ikha~1cla selikhcfuzeb, 
isifuba sehla scnyuka, 

"Kuth' angiphuz' igazi. Kuth' angiphuz' igazi." 
\Vac1liuba umscbcm:i umfunclisi. \Xlascbayala abasha

dayo. 
_ "Nanrn_hla niqala impilo cntsha. Uthando luyabaselwa 

nJcngomlilo. Lubasclwa ngczcnzo czinhlc nczincomckavo. 
Mntana1'.1i, Phikwasc, mina ungigculisilc ngendlela obu
kaclc uz1phcthc ngayo kusukcla cbungancni bakbo kuze 
kubc namuhla. Namuhla usuyokwakha owakho umuzi. 
Mkwcnyana, ungibonclc kahlc inganc yami. Namuhla 
muhlc kunabo bonkc labantu abagcwelc lapha cndlini." 

Zahlcka izintombi. 
Yavalwa inkonzo. Kwaphunywa esontwcni kwaqondwa 

kwa1'1sithini. Zamthatha ngcnkani izintombi zascnkangala 
umkhwcnyana. Zayomkhweza ckalishini likamakoti. Za
ziyathc ezascSwazini zifuna ukuthatha urnakoti zimfake 
enqolcni yakubo, phincle. Zashaya phansi. Zesuka izi
nsaclula ezimhlophe. K wakhala isondo phansi phezulu, 
kwascngathi nazo ziyayizwa impikiswano. Dela wcna 
owakc wazibona! \Xfayecpla ngqa umuntu wabvaNgwane 
ukukhwela ckalishini. K wase kungurnsebenzi kamakoti 
ukumbamba angawi. 

KwaMsithini cmagcckcni zaqlrndelana kwesuka uthuli. 
Zayithatha inkundla ezasenkangala. Zazisonga izinkalo 
7.azo wathi azinakuvuka kusasa. Laphalrnnyiswa igoso lazo. 

Kwakhishwa ukuclla kwaclliwa. 
Ngakusasa kuscmponclo zamthini zaphuma izinsizwa 

zascSwartland ngczinkabi zckhcthclo zalibhckisa k\va
Ngwane. 

Impahla kamakoti yakhwczwa clolini. Lowo kwabangu-
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mscbcnzi kaGozolo. Jthc isikhwczwe yonkc, uKlaya 
wahola uPhik.wase ngcngalo wamngenisa csibaycn.i. \Va
mmisa phakathi. Wamthcla ngenyongo ebunzini nase
zinyaweni nasezandleni. \Vamhloma inyongo ekhanda. 
\X1asek.huluma nabakubo abangasckho ebika ukuphuma 
komntwana, ebacela ukuba bahambc nayc. Wayckhulume-
la phansi. Wamtbatha wammisa ngascnhla kwesibaya 1 

ngaphandlc. Yilapho-ke esemyala. 
''.i\1:ntanomntanami, 

sczigcwclc amchlo nakuyc. Bakhwcla bonkc abakhwclayo. 
Yaduma iloli. Yadonsa. Yayosithela ngegquma. 

* * 

Umthimba yawudiliza kwamfundisi ngokuhlwa. 
Umthimba ovcla kudc ubancdumcla. i\bantu bathanda 

uk\vazi kakhulu ukuthi kazi usibanibani uzc wakhangwa 
yini kude le, azishiyc zizelwe czawosibanibani nawosibani
hani. Izintombi 7,ifisc ukuyibona imbangi yazo; uma zikc 

"Phikwasc, ophikwe ngabaphczulu 
"Wavunywa ngabaphansi. 

1 zalithola ithuba, ziyoyigxcka, zihlcke zome. Izinsizwa 

"Ngithi, phuma-kc, mtanomntanami usaluyosikhonzcla 
isihlobo emzini. Phuma-ke ntombi enhlc kaTshotsho ka
Tshwalabenyoni kaKhwelctshcni. Khumbula ukutbi uyo
kwcndela kwaNgwanc. \'v'cna uzalclwe wakhulcla enkanga
la. UlaleJe umlingani, unyokozala. Uthathe izcluleko kuye 
kuphela. Uhlalc cndlini yakho. Uxwayc abakuletbela 
izindaba ngoba yibo labo abangase bakuxabanisc nomuzi 
wakwaLubhede. Uhloniphe, Phikwasc, mntanomntano
mfowcthu. Ube yinono njcngoba ubukadc uyilo. Khu
mbula ukuthi uvela kude. AbaseSwazini bazak.ubheka 
ngamehlo 2bukhali. Elincane iphutha olcnzayo bazothi (A, 
lusha luyafika.' Ukhumbule isisu sornkhwenyana. Unga
khoh1wa ezabalingani nomndcni wonke wakwaLubhede. 
Isandla sakho sikhululeke, Phikwasc. Ukhurnbule ukuna
kekda ulimi lwakho. Ulimi lw1gumlilo oshisa imizi 
yabantu. Ungathi ufika usagoyilc ubc uxova abantu ngolimi 
lwakho. Khumbula amazwi ami, ungawakhohlwa nanini. 
Uma ukc wakhohlwa iwo uyozingenisa cmachilweni. 
Amachilo owcnzayo ayok.wcnza abakwaNgwane bathi 
abakwaMsithini bazala impaka. Y ck.a ihlazo lomlobokazi 
efika esemiswa ezigcawini kuthcthwa amacala adalwa nguye 
ngolimi lwakhc, nangezenzo zakhe. Bamba-kc lvfsithini, 
Muvulane, uyosikhonzela isihlobo cSwazini." 

Akasakhali uPhikwasc scwuze waba ncsilokozanc, wavu
vuka amchlo. \'v'agcina uyiscmkhulu ngokumbamba ngc
ngalo futhi wayomfaka elolini. Wafulathela uyiscmkhulu 
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ziyambonga uwabo zithi wazc wasilcthcla czakwclinyc 
izwe. Nathi kesiyobona le nale. Induku enhle ngcgawulwa 
ezizweni. Iningi lezinsizwa zaseLume sezibuya khona czi
zwcni. Ezinyc zazo sezizibonile izinduku ezifanelc uku
gawulwa. Sekusele ukutl1atha izembc kuphela. 

A.kubi intsha yodwa ekhangwa umthimba ophuma kude. 
J\makhchla, izalukazi, amadoda, amakhosikazi, bonke kuba 
u washi ywa-washi ywa. 

Iziganga zascLume zagcwala izindwcndwe zilibhekise 
kwaBhevula. Bahlobe abantwana babantu bayaconsa, 
kusengathi yibona abayobukwa kand qha. ~~akho
sikazi nezintombi bathwele cmakhanda. Bathwcle 1z1pheko. 
Utshwala, amahcwu, imidokwe, izijingi, izindlubu nokunye 
ohmingana. Baphekise umakhelwane wabo. 

Langena cmini ilanga. \Vasondela umthimba. Wanela 
wathi mcmfu okhalweni bawadedela abafana baseSwartland 
amahashi. Alishumi nomuvo munyc. Bawadedela nge
siko alaziyo. Eza ngezinhla ezimbili. Phakathi, ukuya 
phambili linye. Inkabi crnhlophe qwa. Oyigibele r:iguyena 
ophethc indwangu emhlophe yomshado. ~mahashi ahlobe 
ayavuza. Isiganga sithe ukwelula kahle, s1donsela ekhaya. 
\Vasho omunye wezibukeli wathi: 

"Phumani nonke bo! Phumani nibuk.ele! Isimanga!" 
Amahashi kawavamile kwaNgwane. Nalawo akhona 

izinoko, osadonki. A.bakaze bawabonc, ikakhulu eLume, 
agila lemikhuba abayibonayo. Isimanga abasilethclwe 
umfana kaBhevula. Ngekc bamkhohlwe nanini. 
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"\Ve, nayithinta inkangala," kusho omunyc ozimclc 
buqamama. 

:Eza, cza, cza. .Athc uma cscscduzc ncsango, aclabuka 
phakatbi. lsihlanu satshuza ngasohlangothini lwangakwe
sok.uncnc nomuzi, csinyc satslmza ngasckhohlwa. Aye 
apbambana ngascnhla komuzi. J\phindcla k.hona ngascsa
ngwcni. Eligitshclwc ngophcthc in<lwangu Iona lithe 
ukufika csangwcn.i lema, lac1onclana ncsango ngqo. Owa
libukisisa ngcmikhuba eliycnzayo ,vchlulcka ukubachazcla 
abanyc abaclumc ncshurni babuya nalo. Liphab.mc, ligiye, 
lilalc phansi. Oligibelc wayclokhu cmcmeza cthi, 

"Vula cmnyango. Vula csangwcni.'' 
J\thc cbuya okwesibili amahashi, yayiwchlisa umt-himba 

iloli ccclcni komuzi. \Xlaqoncla ngascsangweni. Lapho 
akasadlaliseli amakhosikazi akwaN_gwanc ascnza imirna
ngaliso nawo ngokwawo, asthukt~thcliswc ngamahashi. 
J\ vunuk izidwaba zawo zikanokusho. J\phcthc amashoba 
czinkomo nawczinkonkoni, ncn1ishanyclo. 

Umakoti waqala ngok.waba. \'{!aba ukwaba okungazangc 
kubonwc cL11mc. Uyisczala wembcswa ngcjazi lcmali; 
kwabekwa phambi kwakhc isibhahla scmali; kwabekwa 
nccans.i; kwabckwa indishi cnkulukazi yokugezcla, 
phakathi kukona insipho ncthawula. Uninazala wcmbc
swa iugubokazi ycmali; wethwcswa inclwangu yokubopha 
ckhancla cmnyama. Phambi kwakhc kwabckwa indishi 
yokudleJa, ncsithcbc, nccansi, nomslianyclo. K \Valanclcla 
uyiscmkhulu ongasckho, ncsalukazi sakhc csisckhona. 
Kwalanclcla uYiscmkhulu omncanc ncsalukazi sakhc. Kwa
sekulandcla {unncleni wakwabo Qhathumunyu. Bonkc 
banikwa izinaubo nczinclishi 7.okucllcla. Kwasckulandcla 
wonkc 1111111ckni wakwaLubhcdc. Kepha umyeni akabe
lwanga lutho. Izinsizwa zascSwartJancl zasondeza inkabi 
cnkonc nenkatsbana cmdubu kwathi,va umgano kamakoti 
ncshoba lawo. 

"Nina bakwaLubhcdc," kukhuluma uKlaya :tvlsithini, 
"nango-kc umfazi wcnu. Scngininikilc. Ngimbcka cza
ncllcni zcnu ngcmhlot?hc inhliziyo. Izinto cngithanda 
njzazi nazi: l1mntanam1 uscmncane. Ukhulele esikoleni. 
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Ngamfondisa umseb~nzi othile. J\ka~aya~i imisebenzi 
yobufazi. \Vena-kc nrnazala uzc umfund1sc ~Jengomntana
kho. Lo ngumntwana wascnkangala. Uk:tl1ma_ cnkangal_a 
no-nmdnvalo wamadocla. Nakho akakwa21. N111gabese01-
tl~-kc lokhu akakwazi ngoba clivila. Nisizc nimbuyisclc 
kimi uma cscniclinilc. Ningamchithi bcsc nimkhomba 
izintaba." 

UKhonya Lubhccle wabonga abakwaMsithini ngoba bc-
mlcthclc umphckcli. . . . . 

"1\1ntanomuntu," kukhuluma u11aDlam101 eb1b1thcka 
"umfazi uyazikhonzela. Uzi_khonzcla ngez~nclla za
kbc. Lapha kwaLubhcclc kuyaclliwa. U?~kwa~1 aba~ula 
bnkho. \Xlazi zonke izihlobo zahpha endhm. };f1na 11f;IZob_a 
isitha sakho sokuqala. Urn.ntanami lo ubenga~i, cng1blo111-
pha, cngcsaba, cngilalcla, cngonc~la, cngcmbatl-usa. Namuhla 
wci1:1 ~1zokumchlukanisa nam1." \'X1ac~ahuka . wakhal~ 
uPhikwasc. "Umntanami usuzomchlukamsa noy1s_c._ Kazi 
kuthini ukuthi 'Yazisa uyihlo nonyoko, ukuba 1z1nsu~u 
zakho zibc ziningi.' Indocla yakho le usuzokuychlukamsa 
nabcncllu yakwabo." 

\Xlasukuma umthimba wayongcna cncllini. \X1abuyc 
waphuma waqoncla esigcawini. . \Xfadibana ~1ckl:cth~ za~ 
qhudclana. futhi. ~z!nk:wa zam1nya.na. cm~)~zcn1: Zatlu 
ziyolala ngomhlanc 121ns1zwa zascnkangala, z1sha)a umoya 
ngonyawo, zaziyitl:ath~ _inku~clla._ .. 

ULubhcdc ,vala!Isa 1z1nkab1 cz1mb1l1. Utshwala. bunga
manzi. Abantu bahamba zibomvu, balala bcngcq1wa gu-

nclanc. ll' · 
Unina kamakoti wancla wehla clolini wayongcna e:1c 1111. 

Ekuscni k.-wangena umlingani wakhc uyisc l~amyc:11 1~ku-
7.ombingclela. UBhcvula wamfica . cncnyc 111kos1kaz1 a
hamba nayo. Lwamshaya lwamph1nd~ uBhcvula uvalo. 
Kanti nayc umlingani _wakhe _sclumshaytlc. 

"Sakubona 1v1lingam," kub1ngclcla uBhcvula. 
"Y cbo," kuvuma uSizakclc. 
"Uwcna ozala umakoti noma unguninakazi ?" Kubuza 

u13bcvula cthuk.ilc. 
"\'vancda kimi. Igazi lam i. \Vena?" 



•.. '; ! ! .. '·-
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"Mina ngizala umyeni. Usangibona ?" 
"Kahle. Nguye lo,vo mntwana." 
"Awu, nguye ?" wazibuzisa uBhevula kanti uzwe kahle. 
"Nguyc kanye." 
"Y cnzeka inkanankana!" 
\Vawugbatha l1munyu uQhatbumunyu. 

176 

,, , 
! 
j 

l 
·l 

., 






