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PREFACE 

Tms work on the Bantu and Semi-Bantu languages, of which the first volume is 
now published, was commenced about seven years ago, in pursuance of a plan determined 
-as related in the text-very much earlier in my life. It was already beginning to be
printed in 1914, when the \Var broke out. The effect of the \:Var on the Clarendon
Press, as on most other printing establishments, was greatly to delay the setting up in
type ; at the same time, the indirect results of the \Var increased the material at my dis
posal and constrained me to write a longer and more comprehensive work than that
which had been originally contemplated : for the campaigns in Africa took place for the
most part in countries containing Bantu and Semi-Bantu languages, with the result that
many vocabularies were supplied, and thus some languages ,vere brought to light that
were previously unknown.

It has been thought best to publish the first portion of this work on its completion. 
The second part, an analysis and comparison of the phonology and word-roots, and 
a comparative examination of the syntax of the Bantu and Semi-Bantu languages, 
together with the conclusions to be derived from this evidence, is also finished ; but its 
printing and publication must await some relaxation in the present stress. 

The work has grown to such dimensions that I have to economize space and paper 
as much as possible. Therefore I must ask to be excused from tendering in detail my 
thanks and obligations to my numerous helpers, both living and dead. In a way, this 
acknowledgement is achieved by the very full Bibliography at the end of this volume, 
and I trust in that not to have omitted the name of any contributor of information. Of 
the personages in the past whose work has prompted this comparative study of two 
related language families of vV estcrn and Central Af

r

ica, there are five whom I should 
like specially to mention in a dedicatory·sensc: the Rev. Sigismund Koelle, the Agent 
of the Church of Engl�nd l'vlissionary Society, who composed the famous Polyglotta

Africana and other studies of African languages at Sierra Leone between 1848 and 1854; 
Wilhelm Heinrich Immanuel Bleek, the Librarian of the Grey Library at Capetown, the 
real originator of Bantu studies; Edward Steere, Bishop of Zanzibar, and author of many 
works on the East African Bantu; the Rev. Vv'. I-I. Stapleton, of the Baptist Missionary 
Society on the Congo ; and A. C. ?lfadan, M.A., Student of Christ Church, Oxford, who 
has done so much to increase our knowledge of the East and South-central Bantu 
anguages and of the Bantu syntax in general. It was mainly due to Mr. l\.1adan's 
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intercession that the present work finally look shape and achieved publication ; and 
I have deeply regretted the fact that he has died (August 1917) before he could see 
it in a completed form. 

I also desire to tender my' thanks to the British South Afri(:a Company, Chartered 
and Limited, for the efforts made by its London Direction and its employes in South
central Africa to record hitherto quite unknown languages for the purpose of this book; 
and to the French Government and His Majesty's former Ambassador /n Paris, Viscount
Bertie of Thame, for the facilities accorded to me in 1915 to visit the camps and hospitals of
the 'Senegalese' soldiers in France. This assemblage of negroes from all parts of French 
\;\/est and. vVest-central Africa was a singularly fortunate circumstance, inasmuch as it 
enabled me not only to get an increased acquaintance with the Semi-Bantu languages, 
but at the same time lo check the accuracy of Sigismund Koelle's invaluable vocabularies 
which were transcribed sixty to seventy years ago at Sierra Leone, from freed slaves 
arriving there from all parts of West and Central Africa. 

I hope circumstances may permit of this study of the Bantu and Scmi�Bantu 
languages being published in its entirety while I am still able to correct the proofs, and 
while most of my numerous helpers are alive to appreciate the results of their collaboration. 

IT. H. JOHKSTON. 

POLING, 

Aprt't 1919. 



LIST OF CONTENTS 

CHAPTER I 

A HISTORY OF RESEARCH IKTO THE DANTU LANGCAGES 

CHAPTER TI 

Tl-IE DISTRll3UTION A:\ D CH AH.ACTERISTICS OF THE HA0iTv LANC U AGES I 5 

CHAPTER III 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCATIULARI.ES OF 366 BANTC A.t\ll 87 SE:\H-BANTlJ LAN-
CUACES ,\ND DIALECTS 39 

THE J3AN'l'U LANGUAGES; 

Croup A. The Nyanza Languages 45 
B. The \Vunyamwezi Languages 86 
C. The ilritish East Africa Languages 98 
D, E. The Kilimanjar<u and Usambara Languages 113 
F. The Zafigian Languages 129 
C. The Usagara-Ugwg"' Languages 141 
H, I. The Upper Rufiji and Lower Rufiji-Ruvuma Languages 154 

I (cont.), J, K. The Lower Rufiji--Ruvurna, Korth Ruvuma-North-east :\iyasaland, and 
Ukifiga Languages 169 

L. The Taiiganyika-Baiigweulu Languages I 84 
M. The Korth-west )l yasa Languages 208 

>l, O. The Yaw-Ngind<'.tl and :tvlrn,ambique Languag.es . 221 
P. The South Nyasaland Languages 236 
P (c,mt.), Q. The South Nyasaland and Southern Rhodesia-Pufigwe-Sabi Languages '.!52 
Q (cont.), R. The Southern Rhodesia-Puilgwe-Sabi and ;:,engwe-Roi'iga Languages 268 
R (cont.), S. The �efigwe-Rofiga and Becuana-Transvaal Languages 281. 
S (cont.), T. The Becuana-Tntnsvaal and Zulu-Kalir Languages . 298 
U, V. The \Vest Central Zambezia and \Vcstcrn Zambezia Languages. 118 
V (cont.), \V, The \Vestern Zambezia and KQrth-west Zambezia Languages 333 

X. The South-west Africa L:mgua.ges 350 
Y. The Angola Languages 366 
Z .. The Koiigw or Westernmost Cong·oland Languages 378 

AA. The South Congoland 01· Luba-Lunda LanguagP.s 394 
AA (cont.), BR. The South Congoland and Upper Kwafigrn Languages 411 
BB (i:ont.), CC. The Upper Kwaiigcu and Kwafigw-Kasai Languages 427 

· CC (cont.), DD. The Kwailgw-KasaiandCentrn!Congoland (Luaiige--Lwmami) Languages 439
DD (cont.), The Central Congoland (Luafige-Lwmami) Languages 451 
DD (crmt.), Sub-group DD r. The Central Congoland and Manyema Lang·uages . 462 

l'J.i: I: 
L 



viii F 

[ I.I l \,,..,..,,,, .i.P., I· ~. Th but)~, I itlt 1. L.,~;'.JU 11o d F.lj l • a L~la 
~ IS -

l~ .\, G . Th 
L "'::r -

nu (.~I.J, H. Tk 

0 

L L 
roo, 

;\ I -
IH, r~ .I'-. on.bf 
Il,I, . "l 11 Cttu 
K. L. ).[ N'. 

l r.i.?Ll::'!TE.1ffi ' ' 
~l. Im LA~~• h. 

.\lAI' 0! 

. ' 

·1 • 

,;i,C. -l.111 
s .D.E"3~ 

CII YfER 
srj L: RR 

HAF'rEJ; V 
l> -:;; MI ..:t-1\ T 

nU PS 

'LI , (. • S -

K. .5 I " 
t 

i 

Ill ,'I! S 

.. 

lb J' nundi..J11 

{T,\GE'.S. 

ltl 

.. , . 



ERRATA ET ADDENDA 

THE printing of the first portions of this work began in 1914, and the correction of the proofs was 
somewhat interfered with by the author's absence in America, and later on in France, A few errors, 
therefore, escaped his notice in the earlier chapters till after the printing-off had taken place ; or some
times words or phrases became erroneous on the receipt of further information from Africa. 

Also, during the printing of this book, much new material has been received, dealing more especially 
with the Konjw (No. 1) and other Nyanza tongues; with Taita (14), Nika (16), Caga Dialects (17-17 e), 
�ambala (19), Zigula (20), Swahili (21-21 g), Pwgorw (:28), Kidonde or Kimawanda (33a), :-l"orth 
Ngindc., (55 n), Makua (56), North Kuanyama or Humbe (91 a), Kuvale (92 b ,, u>Jundombe (93), 
Sumbi (94 b), Sofigw (97), Minuii.gw (1 I 2 a), Hwlw (113), Mpama (167), Batende (168 a), and 
Kiwumbu ( 1 77 ). 

Jt has been thought more convenient to give the mass of the addenda and corrections at the end of 
the Vocabularies, the greater part of which wen: in print before this additional information was received; 
and only to insert in the preliminary pages a correction of the errata in the earlier work. But readers 
specially interested in the languages above cited are advised in studying them not only to take note of 
the correction of errata here given, but of the additional information at the end of the book; and students 
who wish to have before their eyes, without turning to the beginning or end of the volume, as complete 
a conspectus of the Bantu languages as can be produced at the present time, might insert with the pen 
the additions to and corrections of the Vocabularies in the appropriate places. 

On pages 3, 5, 6, 13, and 14, and wherever else the word occurs, for' ?<•>Sa' read '?(isa '. 
On page 7, and wherever else it occurs, for' Herero' read' Hererw '. 
At the bottom of page r4 should be added tl!is sentence : 'and of the Semi-Bantu of Senegambia and 

�igeria ', 
In the foot-note to page r6 a hyphen is missing in 'T,z/pga-und-Inrkulcute ' . 

. On page 17, in line 5, insert the word 'one' after' differing'. 
On page 19, line 20, 'preprefix' must be substituted for' prefix'. In line 34, instead of 'Class 6, 

its plural', substitute: 'Class 6, apart from being the plural of Class 5 '. In line 37, instead of' Classes 
9 and 10 were', read' Classes 9 and 10 arc'. In line 39, ins�ead of' Classes 12 and 13 were', read 

'Classes 12 and 13 are', and instead of' Class 13 {Ka-) could', read' Class 13 (Ka-) can', In line 40. 
after · Class I 4 {Bu-) ', change ' was' to ' is' ; and in line 41, ' Class IS •was ' should read 'Class 15 
(Ku-) is'. 

On page 20, in line 1, the words' but was' should read' but is'. ln line 2, 'Class t6 represented' 
should be 'Class 16 represents' ; in line 3, change 'had' and 'meant ' to 'has' and 'means' ; in line 4, 
change 'existed, were' into ' exist, are'. In line 5, for the word 'certainly' read ' first quinary and then '. 
In line 17, after' :N'o changes', insert the words' in sense'. In line 19, after' prepositions, and', insert 
the word 'perhaps'. 

On page 22, line 5, instead of the words' The Fuln ', read 'The Semi-Bantu, the Fula ', and in line 6, 
after' \Volof ', �trike out the following words, 'the Temne '. 1n the footnote, line 7, strike out ' Temne ', 
and after ' Bantu' insert 'Semi-Bantu'. At the end of line 9, instead of' Sudanese' read ' Sudanic'. 

On page 2 5, in line 3, after 'fusion' insert the words ' some of'. 
On page 26, line 4, instead of 'akin' read 'related'. 



X ERRATA ET ADDENDA 

On page 27, in line 4, for' dates' read' date'. At the end of line 14, instead of· And here' read 
'.\nd hence'. In line 25, instead of' Africa has been a long process in unwritten history and cannot be 
compressed, &c. ', read 'Africa has not been a long process in unwritten history and can be compressed, 
&c. '. 

On page 29, at the end of line 5, the letter a should be deleted from' defecations', which word should 
read 'defections'. In line 33, instead of' Bantu languages which' read ' Bantu languages that'. 

On page 30, in line 8, the first two equivalents of' hair' should be rendered -wele, -will, and not 
-bele, -bilf. Tn line 17, among the word-roots for' blood' should be inserted -kila (after •rwpa).

On page 3 r a table is given of the original I 9 prefixes of the Bantu languages. 1 t should be premised 
that this is the full list of prefixes with concord particles or answering pronouns. But in addition there 
are now known to be five or more other prefixes-locatives, or indicati\·e of sex or honorability. These. 
however, arc ·wit/1out concords. 

On page 32, line 4, 'm- before a nasal' should read ' m- before a labial'. 
On page 36, in line 9, the simple vowel system of Oki ·Bantu should read: '-o, a, e, i, u, and 

perhaps w- '. 
On page 39, in the Title of Chapter III, the number of Bantu languages and dialects should be 

enlarged from '276' to '366'; and of Semi-Bantu languages and dialects from · 24' to '87 '. Similarly, 
on page 4z, in the last paragraph but one and in the footnote, the figures 276 (total number of Bantu and 
Scmi-Tiantu languages and dialects) should be changed to '366, of which about 360 are illustrated'. 

On page 43, n the list of I3antu language Groups, P should stand for' THE SOUTH NYASA
LAND LANGUAGES', Q for 'TIIE SOUTHEKN RHODF.SIA-PUNG\\'E-SABT LANGUAGES'. 
and R for 'THE ?EN'G\VE-RONGA LA�GUAGES '. 

On page 4.\, 2nd paragraph, the Groups of the Semi-Bantu Languages should be rendered thus : 
Group A. (S-B.). The Cameroons-Cross River Languages. 

13. (S-B.). The Northern Cross River Basin Lansm1ges.
C. (S-B.). The South-west Benue Languages.
D. (S-B.). The Southern Benue Languages.
E. (S-B.). The Central Benue Languages.
F. (S-B.). The South-west Bauci Languages.
C. (S-B.). The Central Baud Languages.
H. (S·H.). The Kaduna Basin (Central Kigeria) Languages.
I. (S-B.). The Tcogooland Languages.
J. (S-B.). The Southern Sierra Leone Languages.

K. (S-B.). The South Guinea Languages.
L. (S-B.). The �alu Language.
M. (S-B.). The North Guinea Languages.
N. (S-B.). The Upper Gambia Language.

Page 85. in the prefixes, &c., of Lu-Masaba ,tnd Lu-konde, among the forms of the 5th prefix Ki
is erroneously given. It should read Ri-. 

Page 100, col. 16, the root for 'Ear' should read Sik.irw. 
Page 100. cols. 14. J 5, 16, opp. 'Fire', render the words M,,,.dw, Mco-tw, \lw-bw as \1-odw, \.f.otw, 

and M-oho,. 
Page 101, col. 12, opp . .' Frog', for C-ua read Cua. 
Page I 01, col. 14, opp. 'Foot', for Su-aiyo read Lu-aiyo. 
Page 105, col. 16, opjl. 'Thorn', for D-zala-g,umba read Dzala-gumba. 
Page I o6, col. 13, opp. '\.\Toad', the root should be spelt -kuni, •khuni, not -kumi, -khumi. 
Page 110, col. 14, opp. 'Inside', for -a n•denji read -a n,denyi. 
Page rt 3. The alternative name of the principal Caga dialect should be Moo]:ii, not Mwsi. 
Page 1J4, col. 20, opp. 'Bull', for N-jeka read �-jeku. 
(Page 140. The concords of the 4th Class of prefixes in Swahili and Swahili dialects should be stated 

as mi-, -ni, -i•), not (m•, mli-, i•). 
Page 153, last paragraph, for 'Lake l\lanyasa' read 'Lake :\fanyara '. 
Page 198, col. 17. The word !ly-enza should be opposite 'Egg' and not ' Ear '. 
Page 2z8, col. 54, opp. 'Stone', for Li-goi'iga read Li-gai'iga. 



ERRATA ET ADDE�DA xi 

Page 231, col. 54, opp. 'This, these', the demonstrative of the 16th Class should read Apa, not Wpa 
Page 237, col. 61 a, opp. 'Cloth', for N,garu read N'-saru. 
Page 31 5, col. 76, opp. 'Sit, remain, &c. ', instead of -�laza read •plara. 
Page 350. The beginning of 4th footnote should run : ' Tltis language in dijfennt dialects is, &4c.'. 
Page 353, col. 92, opp.' Fear', for (On,c.,ma read Wu,c.oma. 
Page 355. In the English column, ':\fan, vir.' is missing opp. to Wmu,rumendu. 
Page 3 59. The word for 'Nine' in col. 94 is perhaps better spelt E-cia, E-cieha ; and for ' Hundred' 

W-cita. In col. 92 the roots for ' Hundred• may be -tyita and Cita, instead of -ta.
Page 365. The last paragraph sbou1d read: '94. Umbundu is spoken in the Befiguela and Hai

lundoo districts of southern Angola, north of 14° 30' South latitude, south of the Km"' river, and of 11 ° 30' 
South latitude; and west of the lJ pper K wanza river.' 

Page 377. The definition of the area of the Kisama language (95) should be limited on the south by 
tl1e Kuvw river. 

Page 410. Last paragraph, the close of the definition of the area of 108-108 a should read,' \\"est ot 

the Upper Lcomami, south of the Lubefu, and east of the Sankuru '. 
Page 553. In list of titles for 'I 77. Ki-wumbc.:1' read ' I 77. Ki,wumbu ', and Ki-wumbu likewise 

on page 564 .  
Page 6o6, col. 204, opp. 'Fire', the figure 1 which refers to the footnote should be removed from

li-didi and placed after 'a/ire', which concludes the sentence in brackets. And in the answering foot
note 'Mote-mote ' the two vowels o should be stressed o.

Page 675, opp.' Child', cols. 230-231, after Ma-iiku insert l\lu•f!ie (231). 
Page 690, col. z30, 231, opp. 'Nine', the whole passage of equivalents for '.Kine' should be rendered 

thus: 
Li-vo;c.:1. 
BCOO> {230 b, 230g). 
Sipo (230 i). 
Vua. 

;5ibc., ( 230 c)-
M, bu, Pfww (23oj). 
Bo, Bew (230 cl). 
I-fi (230 f).
Ve, Be, Berni. 

Tsiafiuc., {231). 
Page 696, seventh line from bottom, at the end of line an 'a• should follow ' indicate ·. 
Page 6g8, in the list of languages, the line beginning' (238. Olulc.>m(,O. Su Appendix. &c.' should 

read' (238. Olulc.,mw. 238 a. lkom. See Appendix)'.
Page 705, col. 244, opp. 'Thigh', U,nau �hould be corrected to U-nau. 
Page 715, third line from bottom, 'Kww-lbu1' river should be spelt' Kwo-lb..u '. 

J'age ;, thirteenth line from bottom of l:lst paragraph, for' Lewis Grant's' n�atl 'Le1,i� Grnut's '. 
Page 6, tenth line from bottom of last paragraph, for' Ka-yeiyi' read 'Ba-yeiye '. 
Page 7, fifteenth line from top, for -ti read -li. 
Page 10, Mtccnth line from top, for 'S11dancse' read 'Sudanic', and tenth line from bottom. for 

· C. Hennann' read' C. I Jerrmann '.
Page I 1. fourteenth line from top, after ' Lutheran ' insert ' pastor and '. 
Page 12, twenty-first line from top, for' 1)1'. Eduard Sach:iu' read' 1'. IIendlc ·: and on p. 791, par. 

'.!8, instead of' Prof.' insert' P. Hendle, edited by'. 
.Page 29, one line from bottom, for' two hundre,l and se"enty-si,::' rea,I 'tluet: hundred and sixty-six·. 
Page 33, three lines from top, for' consonantal• ,cad ' substantival '. 
Page 37, eight lines from top, after 'twer.ty-six' insert 'nmin ' . 

. Page 378, and again on page 803. In the summary or titles at the commencement M the Yocahu
lanes on p 378, and again in the bibliogr.1.phy on p. 803, Ki-yombe or Ci,luangc.o should be numbered 
102, Ki-vili or Ki-vumbu O? Lu,wumbu (K. Lua:i'i.gw) l 03, and Ki-lumbw of ,11u,yttmba 103 a, conform-
ably with the Vocabularies. · · 

l'age 792, par. 33, dclctcc 'preliminary C()rrttmda d '. 
Page 798. ln the paragraph numbered 76, the name' Elmslcy · shonl<l be spelt' Elm,Iie '. 
Page 81 5, twelfth line from bottom, for 'Sengal�se' read 'Scneg,dcsc '. 



CHAPTER I ·( 

A HISTORY OF RESEARCH INTO THE BANTU LANGUAGES 

OuTSIDE the range of the Semitic and Hamitic families of languages, as represented by Arabic 
and Amharic, the first types of Af

r

ican speech to attract the attention of Europeans and to be 
written down by them were members of the widespread BANTU group ; an association of tongues 
as closely interrelated as clear-cut and unmistakable in their peculiar characteristics as the Aryan, 
the Semitic, or the 1falay families of speech. The Bantu languages of the central prolongation of 
Africa were of course totally unknown to the Graeco-Roman civilization of the Mediterranean, the 
cultured minds of which may just have been able to perceive (if they collected and collated the 
evidence of travellers) that beside the recognized types of Hamitic and Semitic languages of north 
and north-east Af

r

ica there were the tongL1es of the Nilotic negrocs, of the Nubians, of the Tibu 
(Garamantes), and of the Fula ;,nd \Volof ncgroids on the Atlantic coast of the Sahara and along 
the banks of the Senegal river. And although we may assume on fairly sufficient evidence that 
the Arabian trading-cities of the Yaman and 1-Iaaramaut coasts had founded depots for commerce on 
the Equatorial East African littoral as early as the commencement of the Christian Era (if not 
before), and had likewise got into touch with the north end of Madagascar and the Komorc.o Islands, 
it is more probable that in those days-eighteen hundred to two thousand _years ago-there were no 
Bantu-speaking negroes on the east coast of Africa. Consequently, though the merchants of south
west Arabia, who acted as important intermediaries in the Indian trade with the Roman Empire in 
Egypt, may have conveyed slaves f

r

om the Zafigian coasts and islands to Egyptian slave-markets, it 
is doubtful whether these brought with them any Bantu syllables into the medley of tongues talked 
in the Mediterraneiln basin. 

But not long after Arab and Bantu first met on the east and south-east littoral of Af

r

ica there 
seems to have been a greater thsion of interests between them than between Arab and Kushite 
(Gala and Somali). The Arabs took up the stock language of the Zangian group somewhere on the 
coast between the Pafigani or Rufu river and the Ruvuma and turned it into the Swahili tongue of 
commerce that we know so well at the present day-the easiest and most widely spread of th.! 
Bantu languages. 

\:Vhen the Portuguese rounded Cape Verde and reached the mouth of the Congo during the 
second half of the fifteenth century, they nowhere found a native language (excepting, of course, 
Korth African Arabic) sufficiently easy of pronunciation or simple in structure to be used as 
a medium of instruction and intercommunication, until they reached Bantu Africa. Their 
missionaries soon began to learn Ki�i-kofigw and a little later the Mbundu speech of Angola. Kifi
kofigrn words are given in Pigafetta's description of the Portuguese Congo explorations published in 
159r. Kipi-kofigw was committed to writing and to print (in the form of a treatise on Christian 
doctrine) as early as 1624 by a Jesuit (Portuguese) missionary; and a Grammar (see Bibliography 
in Chapter IV) by an Italian missionary \Vas published at Rome in 1659. Kimbundu of Angola wa� 

B 
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illustrated by Italian missionaries in 1642 and 1661 ; and a Grammar of Kimbundu (by Diaz) was 
printed at Lisbon in 1697. A study of Luafigw and Kakongw was carried out in the eighteenth 
century by French missionaries, such as the Abbe Proyart. 

As early as 1505, but chiefly between the middle of the sixteenth century and 1760, Portuguese 
soldier-explorers and missionaries put into their writings numerous phrases of two East African 
Bantu tongues : Karana (' Mocaranga ') and Swahili. The amount of the first-named language 
which can be gleaned from these early records of Portuguese expeditions in Zambezia and on the 
Swfala coast is considerable, and has been conveniently collected for 111e by Mr. R. \V. Hall, the 
\,Varden of Zimbabwe. Though carelessly transcribed by these sixteenth-century Portuguese, with 
little regard for grammar or plural prefixes, it is nevertheless easily recognized as Karana and as 
easily translated. It shows such comparatively little difference from the same tongue spoken to-day 
after an interval of between four hundred and one hundred and fifty years that we should be puzzled 
to account for the rapid formation and divergence of the two hundred and twenty-six distinct 
Bantu languages of present times; did we not remember that the Romance languages were not in 
existence in the fourth century of the Christian Era, yet were evolved with all their characteristic 
features by the twelfth century ; and that the French and Italian of three hundred and fifty years 
ago are not more dissimilar from the speech of to-day than is the tongue of the Rhodesian Ma�una 
from the 'l\Jocaranga' of Monomotapa recorded by the Portuguese sixteenth-century pioneers. 

A short list of words of the Komoro> Islands Swahili -the dialect of �I,,,hila-was written down 
as early as 1626 by Thomas Herbert, an English traveller who voyaged in that year round the Cape 
of Good Hope to Aden and thence to India, whence he returned overland through Persia, Caucasia, 
and R ussia.1 In the eighteenth century the Portuguese traders and officials on the Lower Zambezi 
took up the language of Sena and made it a kind of li11g11a fmuca in eastern Zambezia under the 
name of' Chicunda '. [This Cikunda speech was the first Bantu language learnt by the English and 
Scottish missionaries who followed Livingslonc, and a short manual of it was printed by the 
Rev. Dr. Robert Laws in 1879 or 188o.l As early as the seventeenth century, the Portuguese, with 
Kimbundu and Ki�i-koiigw on their Atlantic coast possessions, Cikunda on the Lower Zambezi, the 
speech of Tete (Cinyuiigwe) on the Zambezi of the Cataracts, and the Citonga learnt by the Jesuit 
missionaries on the 11..Iiddle Zambezi, had realized the truth about the wide range of the Bantu 
languages. In the eighteenth century they repeatedly referred in their writings to the similarity of 
speech between Afigola and Mo<;ambique. 

The Dutch explorers, following in the footsteps of the Portuguese along the Vv est African coast, 
also began to interest themselves in these harmonious, easily pronounced Bantu languages. llarbot, 
who wrote his Description of Giti11ea about i682 (English translation first published in 1732), gave 
short vocabularies of Kipi-kong<ll and of a dialect of north-west Cameroons, probably Barundw.2 

Barbot was a Frenchman in the service of the French Royal Company of Africa, but he seems to 
have derived much of his information cast of Senegal from the Dutch. In the latter half of the 
eighteenth century-the period of Cook, of La Perousc, of James Bruce-greater curiosity than ever 
before was evinced as to the languages of non-European peoples. The Dutch occupation of Cape 
Colony had attracted to South Africa a number of explorers-French, German, and Scottish. The 
strange Hottentot speech had already been transcribed to some extent by \Vilson in 1691, and 
between 1705 and 1713 by Pieter Kolbcn, the industrious and intelligent Prussian explorer of South 

1 

These words of the' Mohe\la • language recorded by Thomas Ilerbert do not seem to be met with in 
the fir�t ( 1634) edition of his travels. They were presumably collected in 1626, but were not inserted 
in:o his book until the 1677 edition was produced. He <loes not give a 'vocabulary', as slated by 
R. N. Cust (iWodern l.angua,F:es of Africa), but a few words, such as C,,q1to (fowl), C,'1t111bq (ox), ,lfage 
(water), Sinzano (nec�dle), and Br,:r,: (goat). 

2 As regards the words of Hanmdw said to have been collected by Barbot, I quote from Astley's 
Voyages amt Travels, published in 1746. They are the first five numerals: .,fo; llt1; .lfale/,1; 1Jfelei; 
.M,,,/au; and arc attributed to the' land of Ambozes' (Ambas Ilay). 
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Africa. But the Dutch had been slow in coming into contact with the Bantu peoples of South Africa. 
To the tribes of stalwart, naked Bantu negrocs dwelling on the south and south-east coasts they had 
given the name of' Caffer', copying in this the Portuguese who had picked up' Cafre' from the 
Arabic Kajir (a heathen). Beyond Hottentot• and Bushman-land, in the centre of southernmost 
Africa, the Dutch began (about 1779) to be aware that there exi::ited a 'nation' of tall black negroes 
whom they called 'Ileetjuaan' by some corruption ofan unidentified native word which has since been 
perpetuated as' Bechuana '. It was made evident by about 1806 that neither' Beetjuaan' nor' Caffer' 
spoke anything like Hottentot or Bushman; and equally clear that many of the Dutch slaves from 
.Mo�ambique, Swfala, or Angola could make themselves under::itood by these tall negroes beyond 
the Great Fish river or north of the Orange. In 1772 an unnamed French missionary compiled 
a Kakongco-French dictionary, and in 1776 the first vocabulary of ;:><,,sa (Kafir) was printed, in the 
work of Andrew Sparnnan, a Swede. In 18o4 the Portuguese Cannecattim published his A11gola 

Dictionary. In 1809 Henry Salt, a pioneer diplomatist of the British Government in East Africa, 
wrote down vocabularies of Makua, of some Ya<<> dialect, and o( Swahili.' 

In 18o8 the notable German traveller, Heinrich Lichtenstein, had grasped and expressed the 
idea (in a Bed in scientific periodical) that all the southern prolongation of Africa, from the Congo coast 
on the north•west, tn the Equator on the north-east, was probably the domain of but one language 
family-excepting of course the narrow band of Hottentot-Bushman speech from Cape St. Francis 
to Cape Frio. [Lichtenstein's Travels in Soullzem Africa i1u803-6, were published in their English 
translation in 1812 t5.] The pioneer missionaries of South Africa soon confirmed this theory by 
their practical studies, and there were always at hand in those days slaves from the Portuguese 
East and \\'est African possessions and from .Zanzibar to confirm the idea by contributing 
specimens of their more northern forms of Bantu. A vocabulary of the Makua language of M0<;am
bique was, for purposes of comparison, written down from the dictation of a negro slave in Sumatra 
by \Villiam Marsden, the Orientalist, somewhere about l778. lle himself was an authority on the 
Malay language, but he became interested in .\frican philology, and handed his Makua vocabulary 
to the scientific members of Captain Tuckey's staf

f who accompanied that officer in 1816 in the
attempt to explore the Congo from its mouth up stream. These men went there with the 
Bantu theory in their minds, though the comprehensive word 'Bantu' was not then suggested. 
They refer to the existence of this one great family across the southern third of the continent in 
their contributions lo the Nmrnlive of ai1 Expedilio11 to explore Ifie River Zaire (Report on the Tuckey 
ExpediLion) published in 1818. 

Adrien Balbi, in his Atlas etlmogrnpliique du Globe, printed at Paris in I826, precognized the 
existence of one great lm1guage family over all Africa south of the Equator (exception being taken 
for Hottentots and Bushmen). He based this theory on the observations of Moritz Rugendas, 
a Bavarian artist who had travelled through eastern Brazil in the early nineteenth century and 
had taken down descriptions of\ Vest Africa and scraps of speech from negro slaves.' Douville, 

1 Henry Salt was sent to convey presents to the Kinis of Shoa and Abyssinia in 1809, to detach
Ethiopia as much as possible from French intrigues against Egypt. On his way to Somaliland round the 
Cape of Good Hope, he stopped at l\-loyambique and there wrote down short vocabularies of' lvlakooa' 
(e:1.sily recognizable as Imakua) and' Monjow' (a jargon seeming like: a mixture of Yaw, Gindw, and 
?\orthcrn �1akua ( \Jedo>)). His words of 'MonJow' (re-spelt phonetically) are as follows: Mt:,)/11,i;r:t:u 
(God); 1Jyzn1a. (sun/; 1if11ezi(moon); 7t.,mnduwa. (stars); 1)Zuze (earth); 1i/atumbi (mountain); ldere 
(tree); Aumb1t ... ? Numba. (house); Eta/a. (road) ; 11/e:;e (water); Sumba. (fish); Niyati (ox, e,·idently 
buffalo); Ligultn.ve (pig); Umpt:ua (dog) ; lte/m (elephant or ivory); Nya.ma (flesh) ; Num (bird) ; 
i:."yunda (pigeon) ; Jfu{t,Jfn11a11a (man) ; Atea.te (father) ; Alumb{K) (brother); Bt:,) (sister); ,lfa11ace 
(boy); .lfutwc (htad): Jltm1_/>(,) (hair): ,llak11lwe (ears); Unwa (mouth); Aiigonda. (war); u)kua.zi 
(a bow) ; Impa.mba. (arrows); I.1po1ig(A) ($pear); Uti (gun); .Jete (salt); Jif,inje (white) ; Ya.-kus111era 
(red); -a1tl{tt (my). For a description of Salt's Swahili (' Sowauli ', 'Sowaiel '), see the llibliography of 
Chapter IV. 

. • The results of his observations are s,1id to have been published in or concurrently with his Voyage 
/!ttl,m:sq11. et descnptif ,111 lJdsil, ? 1824, but I cannot trace them. Rugendas dealt with the languages 
of Angola and \Io<;ambiquc. 
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a French traveller in Angola (probably in the .interests of the slave trade) who much later became 

a secretary of the Paris Geographical Society, published a book on the Congo and Angola in 1832; 
and although his records of Bantu languages are very jumbled and full of inaccuracies, still they are 
not as apocryphal as they were afterwards esteemed. Douville not only mentions some of the 

principal language groups in Angola and the western Congo, but realizes through Portuguese 

information the importance of the Luba family beyond. 

In the 'forties of the nineteenth century great progress was made in Bantu studies. The 
(English) Baptist Mission had been established in Fernando Po, and John Clarke, one of its 
missionaries, had already put down on paper information regarding the Fernandian or Bube 
language. He also published specimens of 209 African dialects, taken down from the slaves who 
were landed at the Admiralty depot at Fernando Po. Although there were very few words of 
each language (some are more illustrated than others), yet his hearing was fairly accurate and his 

writing phonetically correct. His work has a certain usefulness even at the present day. At this 

time also the great Sigismund Koelle, like Krapf and Rehmann, a native of the kingdom of 
Vlurttemberg, in southern Germany, and a clergyman of the Church of England, was employed by 
the Church Missionary Society to watch the interests of the freed slaves landed at Sierra Leone. 
He took advantage of this opportunity to collect the materials for his remarkable Polyglotta Africana, 

published by the Church !IIissionary Society in 1854. This work deserves the highest praise, even 

in comparison ·with philological work at tl1e present day. It is the more remarkable, since it was 

compiled over sixty years ago. So far as the Bantu langu:-iges are concerned, Koelle proves 

to be more interesting perhaps than he ever anticipated. He placed on record not only many facts 
of Inner African geography which were to remain unrealized for several decades longer, but he 
wrote down in 1851-2 the speech of Bantu peoples who were not to be actually visited by the white 
man till-in some cases -the beginning of the twentieth century. Excepting here and there a few 

lapsus calami and errors due to mishearing or misunderstanding, his work is remarkably correct 
and also shows that many of the languages transcribed by him have changed but little in the 
course of sixty years. Nearly all his Bantu vocabularies arc included in the scope of the present 
work. Koelle appreciated to the full the fact of the existence of this great family of closely-related 

African languages, but preferred to call it the 'South African' family. He was not sufficiently 
acquainted with the structure of Bantu speech to include all his Bantu vocabularies under the same 

heading; several of them appear as 'unclassified' languages. A few are incorrectly named, but 

are easily identified by their affinities and the geographical information he gives as to their position. 
Considering the absolute blank of the map of Af

r

ica in those days, behind the coastline, his 
geographical delimitations of the spheres occupied by the enormous number of languages he tran
scribed (due to the collation of the information he took clown from the freed slaves) is remarkably 

accurate, and has been a great help to myself and other recent \,Titers on the Bantu and Semi-Bantu 

languages in identifying and locating the forms of speech which be recorded. 
Whilst Koelle was working at Sierra Leone and the Baptist missionaries at Fernando Po and 

the Cameroons,' the American Board of Foreign Missions was despatching evangelists to settle on 

1 In referring to the work of the Baptist missionaries in early days in the Cameroons, I must
specially signalize for notice and gratitude on our part the remarkable work achieved by Joseph 1\-Ierrick, 
who under cirCL1mstances of great difficulty printed a dictionary of the lsubu tongue in 1842 and 
a Grammatical Note in 1854; and of Alfred Saker, who issued a grammar and vocabulary from his 
printing press on the Cameroons estuary, in 185 5 and 1862. :Vlerrick's work was the more remarkable 
in that lie was a ncgro or mulatto who had received his education chiefly, if not entirely, in the island of 
Jamaica. He was one of the early recruits of the Baptist J\-'fissionary Society in its desire to establish 
civilized settlements for the relief of freed slaves on the coast of Equatorial \Vest Africa. It is difficult, 
as one reads l\Ierrick's dictionary of lsubu, to realize that this work was compiled so anciently as the 
'forties of the last century and by one who had such slight advantages in the way of education, though he 
had evidently made the utmost use of the instruction given hirn. 
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the coast of the Gaboon. Here they not only made the discovery of the Gorilla, but through the 
linguistic zeal of the Rev. J. L. \Vilson, of Messrs. Preston and Best, and in later days of the Revs. 
R.H. Nassau, H. M. Adams, J. l3ushnell, and of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Marling, they recorded the 
Kele or Kalai, the Mpofigwe, the l3efiga, and the Pafiwe (Fang) languages of French Congo and 
Spanish Guinea. 

At the same period also-the 'forties and early 'fifties-the German naturalist, Dr. Wilhelm 
Peters, of Berlin,1 was exploring Portuguese East Africa and writing down words of the Bantu
languages spoken there. And those noteworthy pioneers of East Africa, the missionaries Johann 
Ludwig Krapf and Johann Rehmann (both of them natives of Wurttemberg, and, like Koelle, in the 
service of the English Church Missionary Society), were revealing the Bantu languages of Equa
torial East Africa from the Tana river to south-west Nyasaland, either through their travels or by
the interrogation of slaves. Krapf realized the existence of the Bantu family, but called it the 
'Nilotic ', and later the 'Orphno-Cushitic'; very inappropriate names, considering that the Nile 
basin and tbe Kushite (Gala-Bisharin) race barely oome within the Bantu sphere, and that there 
exist the well-defined and quite independent families of N ilotic negro and Kushite languages.' 

Missionaries of the United Presbyterian Church of Scotland simultaneously were settled at Old 
Calabar on the eastern confines of Southern Nigeria, and were exploring the hinterland up the 
Cross river. Though they collected little or nothing in the ,vay of Bantu languages, they were 
enabling philologists to define the limits of the Bantu family on the north-west. 

ln South Africa a great impetus was given in the first half of the nineteenth century to the study
of languages by missionary work and by the explorations of Robert Moffat and David Livingstone. 
The first adequate grammar of �<1JSa ( Kafir) 3 had been published by \V. B. l3oyce in 1834, and 
was succeeded in 1846 by a vocabulary or a short dictionary written by John Ayliffe, and Apple
yard's Gramlllar in 1850. T hen came Lewis Grant's Zulu Grammar in 1859, and a Zulu Grammar 
and Dictionary by the eminent Bishop Colenso. But the great event in the history of Bantu studies 
was the appointment in 186o of \Vilhelm Heinrich Immanuel Bicek to be Librarian of the collection 
of books presented by Sir George Grey as a public library to Capetown. Bicek was born in 1827 
at Berlin, and was a student at Bonn University, where his attention was directed to the arrange
ment of South African languages and the affinities of Hottentot speech. He published a disserta, 
tion in Latin on this subject in 1851, and this attracting the attention of those who were advising 
the British Government in regard to the Niger expeditions, he was offered a post on the Niger 
in 1854 (in conjunction with Dr. \V. A. Baikie); but his health prevented his taking up this appoint
ment. Instead he accompanied Bishop Colenso to Natal, where he began to study the Zulu 
language. Moving to Capetown in 1856 his value was at once appreciated by one of the f1;w great 
Governors who ever went out to South Africa-Sir George Grey (a man whose services to the 
British Empire and the world at large have never yet been sufficiently appreciated). Sir George 

1 Dr. l'eters's travels took place between 1842 and 1848.
2 

The Kev. Dr. J. L. Krapf issued from the Tlibingen university Press (Wi.irttemberg) Vocabularies

of SLr East African L,mp,a,r;es in 1850, a Vocabulary of' Wakuafi' (:i\fasai) in 1854, and compiled in the 
course of many years his Swa/1ili-E11glis/1 Dictionary, which was published in London in 1882. Although 
this work is of great interest to students of the origin and affinities of the Swahili dialects, its value is 
marred by the author's eccentric orthography and his preference for the i\.'[ombasa dialect over that of 
Zanzibar. He is also too ready to include as' Swahili', words really belonging to quite different Bantu 
languages spoken in his time by the slaves of the Arab settlers. Krapf also collected materials for al'l'ika 
Dictionary which was afterwards completed under the editorship of the Rev. T. H. Sparshott (1887). 

Johann Rebman or Rehmann-both spellings arc used by him-one of Krapf's colleagues, had 
compiled an interesting study of' Ki-niassa' in 1853-5, which was not published till 1877. This was 
more or less the Ci-maravi dialect of the widespread �yanja tongue. Rehmann also contributed to the 
above-mentioned 11/ika Dictionary. 

s As already mentioned, the Kafir language was first transcribed in print by Andrew Sparrman in 
1776. Sparrman was the naturalist to Captain James Cook's second expedition to the Pacific. 
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Grey gave him a post as Government Interpreter at Capetown, which he enlarged into that of 
Librarian in 1860. As early as 1856, however, Bleck, through studying the vocabularies written 
down by Dr. \Vilhelm Peters, had not only grasped the unity of the great language family of 
Central and South Af

r

ica, but had proposed as an appropriate name for it the term I3AKTU, a term 
which he derived from the wcllnigh universal word for' men '.1 Bleek considered that, despite 
variations in pronunciation, this term was so universal and so characteristic of the languages to 
which it belonged in exhibiting the detachable prefix and unchangeable root, that it should preferably 
be selected for their universal designation, for the additional reason also of its shortness and easy 
pronunciation. 

I3lcck really laid the foundations of Bantu philology. ln 1862 he published at Capetown the 
first volume of his Coi-nparative Gr(lmmm• of the 5011th African Languages, and in 1869 the second 
volume (in London). He had previously brought out a handbook of Australian, African, and Poly
nesian philology between 1858 and 1863, and although his conclusions are too far-fetched, especially 
in detail, and are not borne out by a more scientific study of these African and Oceanic forms of 
speech, still he detected many an obscure truth or half-truth. ln his scheme for the Comparative

Grammar of t!w South African L(lnguages he hampered himself by attempting to deal with Hottentot 
(and no doubt later on, Bushman) as well as with Bantu. As there is no affinity between the two 
groups other than that they are both forms of speech uttered by Africans, this was a mistake. His 
first volume deals only with phonology, and the second gets no farther than the nouns and their 
prefixes. But both volumes opened up as no other work has done, the fascinating interest of the 
Bantu languages to philologists, and even to the outside world. It is as easy to trace the affinities 
between one Bantu language and another as it is between those of the Aryan groups-perhaps 
easier. As a rule they are melodious languages with the phonology of Italian, and as easily pro
nounced. They are expressive, and compared to most other African speech families, comparatively 
simple and logical in their syntax. Bicek adopted an excellent system of orthography, one towards 
which we have somewhat reverted of late. 

Ee made the best of the scanty material at his disposal, which was indeed small as compared 
with what we have before us at the present day. lt consisted of Krapf's, Rebman n's, and Stcere's 
East African vocabularies of Pwkwmw (which he used very lillle), Kamba, Nika, Swahili, and 
�ambala; Yaw (collected by Peters and Steere), Makua (Peters), Sena and Tete (Ci-nyufigwi); 
of Tekeza (under which term he meant the Thofiga or Rofiga language of Delagoa Bay and 
Amatofigaland), Sesutrn, Sexlapi or Secuana; Zulu and Kafit· (j)wsa) ; of Yeye (Ba-yeiyi), with 
references to Rotse or Lui, Twka or Tonga, l'\ycfig<o, Subia, Lujazi and ivla-ponda, all derived from 
Livingstone's MS. vocabularies; 2 of Hcrero, Ndofiga (Ovamb(ll), Nanw or Befigucla, Af,gola or 
Bunda (properly, Ki-mbundu); of Kofigm (Kifi-kofig,.,); Mpofigwe, Kele (Dikele), Befiga, Duala, 
lsubu, and Fernandian. Bleck's work, as already stated, did not get beyond the noun, its prefixes, 
and their concords. But it was of such an illuminating nature that its interest has prompted as 
many philologists to work for its completion as writers of fiction have been impelled to finish Edwin

Drood. At any rate, the reading of his two slim volumes in 1883 inspired me with the determination 
to write this work now published, and to lose no opportunities for its preparation when my 
African travels or researches should enable me to collect material. 

1 In its fullest form ·with the preprefix it is Abtmtu or Babant11. The singular is Umun/lt (archai
cally, Gumunt1t). The root is -ntu, apparently meaning no more than 'object' in its essence, and 
deriving its precise and differing interpretations from its prefixes: thus (discounting preprefixes) 1)fu-ntu 
= 'a human being' ; Ea-ntu = 'men, people' ; Ki-ntu or }ta-ntu is 'a thing', and Bi-nltt or Ttt-nhe 

'things'; J'a,-ntu = 'a place'; Lu-ntu = 'a quality' (of some kind); and Bit-nht is 'humanity'. 
2 \Vhich, scarcely used since, now contribute to the information of the present volume, through the 

kindness of nleek's ultimate successor, Dr. L. Pcringney. 
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Bleek divined or actually exposed many of the facts connected with the origin and structure of 
the Bantu languages. But from the very insufficient material at his disposal he was led into several 
wrong deductions. One of these-evidently a pet theory of his-was in regard to the origin of 
a Zulu term for Gocl-(/Jmu-kulu11i1Ulu, which may (or may not) have been at one time the Zulu 
term for this concept. He realized that this word must mean either' the great, great one', or' the 
old, old one' (for -kulu can bear both meanings, even in the same language); and seeing the tendencies 
of Zulus to ancestor worship and the deification of dead-and-gone notabilities, he thought he found 
in this the etymology of the much more widely spread Bantu term for God-Afulungu,-which 
he considered to be a contraction of (J)m11-!mluiikulu. As a matter of fact, the two words have no 
connexion. (J)mu-k1dunku!u had the interpretation and origin given to it by Bicek, but },fulungu 
is really the rain or the sky god, and is derived from a root, -lui'igu, which is sometimes applied to 
the firmament and sometimes (though rarely) to rain (see numerous instances in the East and 
Central African vocabularies). Bleek's other error was in regard to the preprejixes or articles and the 
concord particles. He noticed that the vowels preposed to the Zulu-Kafir prefixes (umu-, aba-, iii-, 
&c.) were detachable from the second syllable, the prefix proper (mu-, ba-, or ti-, &c.): that the 
preprefixes had vanished from a good many of the Bantu tongues, but seemed to recur in the con
cord particles ; yet that these particles, though in general offering considerable resemblance to the 
prefix, in some cases exhibited a strange dissimilarity. Thus, for example, the concord particle of 
the Ma- prefix might be sometimes ma- and yet at others _ga-, ya-, or a-. The concord particle of 
Alu- might be gu-, yu-, or u-. Inasmuch, therefore, as we cannot postulate for the conjoint pre
fix and preprefix, a mere duplication of similar syllables (we can do so in regard to the majority 
in such forms as baba-, bubu-, kiki-, lulu-, &e.), and cannot assume a hypothetical mumu- for the first 
and third, and mama- for the sixth, how are we to explain the dissimilarity between the concord 
particle and preprefix, and the prefix itself (often that between mu- and gu-, mi- and 1;i-, ma- and 
ga-)? TI!eek's attempts to do so in paragraphs 407-10, 461-5, and '536 of his second volume do not 
hit upon the right explanation. A step nearer in this direction was made by the Rev. F. \V. Kolbe 
in his Language Study based on Bantu (London : 1888), and perhaps in earlier works dealing with 
the Herer6 language; but it was reserved for the present writer to find the most reasonable solu
tion of this enigma, when he studied in 1901 the archaic Bantu languages of the \Vest Elgon district 
(sec his Uganda Protectorate, vol. ii, pp. 891-2).1 

Bishop Edward Steere, who went out to East Africa as a member of the Universities' Mission 
in 1865, was a noteworthy pioneer in Bantu philology. He was the first to deal in a practical and 
intelligent manner with the Swahili language. His Handbook and Etcercises were for twenty or more 
years after their first publication in 1875 the generally accepted means of acquiring that tongue, 
both for practical use and philological inquiry.2 Steere also was the first to set forth clearly the 
features of the Yaw language, of Ngindm, Dzalamrn, the Nyanyembe dialect ofN'yamwezi, of r:,ambala, 
and l\'lakonde. In dealing with Ngind<u and Dzalamw in 1869 he, at the same time, added a few \Vords 
to our very slender knowledge of Ki-afigazija, the language of Great Komorc,,. This far-outlying 
ancient Zafigian ('Swahili') speech, together \Vith the closely allied dialect of Anjuan, had, as 
already related, not only been one of the first written of the Bantu languages (by Thomas Herbert 
in 1626, in its Mwhila dialect), but had been studied by a Madagascar missionary named Elliott, 
and by Dr. vVilhehn Peters in the 'forties," and .by Hildebrandt in the early 'seventies of the 
nineteenth century. 

Livingstone's interest in African languages waned somewhat through the pressure of other 

1 See also p. 361 ofthe article on the Ban!tt Languages in vol. iii of the eleventh edition of the Ency
clopaedia Britannica. 

2 Later editions have been issued by Ivir. A. C. :Madan, M.A. 
3 His work is included in Bleek's Languages of llfozambique. 
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cares after his first great journey across the continent. His Zambezi expedition of r858-63 resulted 
-strange to say-in absolutely no additions to our knowledge of the south-cast African Bantu 
languages; though it was eventually, through the planting of rnissionaries in ;:-;yasaland, the cause 
of a great advance of Bantu study. Livingstone's last journeys (in which he discovered the great 
Lualaba-Congo, crossed and recrossed Tanganyika, reached Lakes Mwcru and Bafigweulu, and 
penetrated the Manyucma country into the heart of the Equatorial forest) might have helped philology 
but for the fact that the vocabularies and language notes which he made in the course of five years 
never saw the light. In common with all the rest of his scientific material they were put on one side 
by his literary executors and apparently have now been lost. Dr. \V. A. Baikie, of Niger fame 
(another pioneer of British Empire whose scientific work met with insufficient appreciation from 
pietistic minds), collected much linguistic information dealing with the Semi-Bantu languages to the 
south of the River I3enue, but very little of this material has been saved for our information. 

In the middle of the 'seventies the Trans-African journey of Commander V. L. Cameron gave 
us (in all probability) the first definite illustration of the Lua (Luba) tongue, and enabled us better 
to understand old Portuguese records which suggested the continuity of Bantu speech across the 
continent. In r877 the publication of H. M. Stanley's Through the Dark Continent conferred really 
great benefits on students of the Bantu languages; though I doL1bt if these were appreciated (except 
by Robert N ccdham Cust), for many years afterwards. Stanley indicated the Bantu character of 
the Victoria Nyanza and Tanganyika languages, and of those along the course of the Upper and 
\Vestern Congo. 

l\Icantime French and French Swiss Protestant missionaries and those of the London Missionary 
Society l had been adding to our knowledge of the Becuana and l{ofiga groups of tongues in South 
Africa, and the great German explorations of south-central Congoland had begun, together with the 
missionary settlements in Nyasaland. These last were to produce the brilliant language studies of 
Dr. Robert Laws, of David Ruffcle-Scott, and Alexander Hetherwick, besides the work of 
Alexander Riddel, Dr. \V. Elmslie, and J. A. Bain, and, farther to the cast, the studies of the 
northern :Makua dialects by Bishop (as he afterwards became) Channey Maples. 

Stanley's levin-stroke through the pitchy darkness of unknown Africa had started the opening 
up of the Congo from its estuary eastwards. George Grenfell had commenced his career as 
missionary-explorer in the Cameroons, and with his noteworthy colleagues, Thomas Comber and 
\Villiam Holman Bentley, was exploring western Congoland and commencing to note its languages. 
Kongw studies had been resumed, indeed, after a blank of nearly seventy years 2 by Dr. Adolf 
Bastian, who in 1875 published his work on the Luafigw coast, which contains a good deal of 
interesting information regarding the ·western Congo and Gaboon languages. 

In 1880 the Egyptologist C. R. Lepsius-the inventor likewise of the Standard Alphabet-pre

ceded his Nubisc/1e Gram111atik by a famous Preface on the Languages of Africa, in which occurs his 
definition of Bantu characteristics. But this preface, though remarkable at the period at which it 
was written for its extended knowledge, is based on some erroneous conceptions due to the lack of 
material for comparison; and Lepsius's definition of Bantu peculiarities no longer holds good, since 
some of these are found to be shared by other African language families. 

\Vhen the last quarter of the nineteenth century opened, and with it began the tremendous move
ment of Europe on Africa, the time had arrived, evidently, in which some definite acknowledgement 
should be made of the interest offered by Negro languages to the world at large as a field of study. 

1 The Rev. John Brown's Sec'lrJana Dictionary (now in its enlarged 1895 edition) was first published 
about 1877. 2 Tbe last work on the speech of the estuarine Congo, published under the old Portuguese Roman 
Catholic missionary regirne, was that of Father Cannecattim in 1809. 
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The task of tabulating all the extant information on this subject was undertaken by Robert Needham 
Cust, a retired Indian Civil Servant, who in 1883 published his Modem Languages of Ajdca. It does 
not pretend to be more than a history of linguistic research in Africa and a geographical enumer• 
ation and allocation of all the then known forms of speech in Africa from north to south, and cast 
to west. But it is combined with the most extensive bibliography. Little attempt is made to describe 
the structure of these different types of speech, but evidence as to their relationships is sometimes 
adduced. Y ct the work has been of the greatest help to students in many fields of African research, 
since its publication, and is still of value for the extent and correctness of its bibliography. It shows, 
in fact, a surprising amount of research, and personally I have seldom found any of its references 
wrong or misleading. 

In 1882 an Italian professor of Palermo, Giacomo de Gregorio, issued a work at Turin entitled 
Cenni di Glutlologia Bantu, which, however, was little more than an extended review of l3leek's 
published writings. In 1884 the present writer had in his book on the River Congo given a little 
ne,v information regarding the Bantu languages of western Congoland. In 1885, hovvever, in an 
appendix to his account of the Kilimanjar<u Expedition, he advanced slightly the development of 
Bantu philology by the information there given, and by one or two novel deductions drawn from 
the work of earlier writers. During the 'eighties and 'nineties some progress was made in the 
enumeration and study of the tongues of south-west Congoland and of eastern and southern Angola, 
through the work of German explorers-A. E. Lux, Otto 11. Schutt, Dr. Max Buchner-and 
of Portuguese eJ\peditions under Serpa Pinto (1878-80) and Capello and Ivens (1878-85). 

Between l885 and 1888 the present writer investigated and wrote down ten or more of the 
Cameroons languages and several of the Semi-Bantu forms of speech on the border-line between the 
Cameroons and the Cross river region; but little of this work has been published before its appear
ance in this book. During the same period Mr. J. T. Last, once of the Church lVlissionary Society, 
and later, and for long, a Government servant in Zanzibar, earned our gratitude by the printing of 
his Polyglot/a A/ ricana Orienta/is, and by studies of the Kamba and Sagara languages. Mr. Last 
collected his information either direct from the natives of the different countries or by interrogating 
far-fetched slaves and porters in Arab caravans. The bulk of his work is surprisingly accurate, 
considering the difficulties of its transcription. He gave much new information for fixing the East 
African boundaries of the Bantu sphere. 

Amongst the first Bantu scholars of German South-west Africa were the missionaries or the 
sons of missionaries, the Rev. Dr. C. II. llahn, Theophilus Hahn, the Rev. J. Rath, G. Viehe, Rev. 
F. "\"V. Kolbe, and the Rev. 11. Brincker; whose studies ·were published between .L857 and 1891.
The extremely interesting Ilerero language had been written down as early as r857 by Dr. C. H.
Hahn. Its characteristics were fully revealed by Rath, Kolbe, Brincker, and others before the
German political occupation of that region.

In the 'seventies and 'eighties Primitive l\Iethodist missionaries (coloured as well as white), 
such as \Villiarn Luddington and Theophilus Parr, and Spanish Dominicans such as Juanola, did 
a great deal for the elucidation of the Bantu dialects of Fernando P6. Nluch of the work of the 
Primitive Methodists, however, has not yet been printed, but has been lent to the present writer for 
his assistance. 

The 'nineties of the last century witnessed a great advance in Bantu studies. The languages 
of the \Vestcrn and Upper Congo were taken in hand scientifically by the British Baptist missionaries 
--notably Dr. \V. Holman Bentley, Dr. A. B. Sims,1 the Revs. vV. H. Stapleton 2 and George 

. 
1
. Dr. Sims did not belong to the British Baptist !\,fission, though in close relations of comradeship

with its members. 
• Stapleton's research work in regard to the tongues of the whole Congo basin might justly be described
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Grenfell (though the work of this last was not revealed till after his death in 1906). Missionaries of 
the Congo-Balolo Mission-chiefly Messrs. Eddy, I. and F. T. l\lcKittrick, did good work in con
nexion with the Lui1kundu and Mofigw dialects of the Lwlw language. To these workers in a field 
of exceptional interest must be added in the first decade of the twentieth century the Revs. John 
\Vhitehead, \.Villia111 Forfeitt, Lawson Forfeitt (at a later date), Robert Glennie, and John \Vecks. 
Simultaneously, or earlier, the American missionaries were at work in southern Aiigola, where the 
great Heli Chatelain (of Swiss origin) dealt in a masterly way with the Mbundu language and 
kindred dialects, and where the Rev. \1Vesley :M. Stover illustrated the Nanlu or lJmbundu of Bihc. 
In central Congoland, the Rev. \V. I'd. Morrison, of the American Presbyterian Mission, gave us 
the first satisfactory exposition of the Luba or Lua language. George Grenfell had led the way 
(,vith Stapleton) in defining the northern limit of the Bantu family in the region of the Mubafigi 
basin. Franz Thonner, a Viennese explorer, followed this up, and in T899, as well as at later dates, 
revealed the existence of parcels of non-Bantu speech as far south as the northern banks of the 
Cpper Congo. Stapleton, II. M. Stanley, William Forfcitt (especially), and Vice-Consul G. Babing
ton l\'lichell, carried on this delimitation eastwards and showed us the existence of Sudanese tongues, 
like the so-called Bamaiiga, imbedded in ai-eas of Bantu languages (Archdeacon Farler, of the 
Universities' Mission, and A. Downes Shaw, C.M.S., had earlier helped in the laying down of the 
northern I3antu limit in East Africa by recording the curious Mbugu of Lsambara). 

The agents of the London Missionary Society (notably the Re\'S. J. Griffiths (Ki-lcga), Da,•id 
Picton Jones (Guha and Mambwe),and \V. G. Robertson (Bcmba)) had opened up to our knowledge 
the western and southern Tanganyika tongues, in which direction some additional or parallel 
information was obtained by the present writer in 1889. French, Belgian, Dutch, and German 
Roman Catholic missionaries, preceded by the explorers A. l\farche and the Marquis de Compiegne 
in the Wg(t)wc basin (early 'seventies), Monseigneur Le Berre, Fathers Delorme, Dahin, and Reeb, 
Lejeune, Alex. Visseq, Butaye, Em. Cam bier, and, above all, De Clercq; ' Gustave de Bcerst, P. H. 
Trilles, Eugene Uurel, P. Schumacher, I. M. M. van dcr Burgt, and A. Ca pus and J. Calloc·h were 
putting do\vn on paper at the same time and thenceforward into the twentieth century the languages 
of the Gaboon, of north-west and south-central Congoland, and the region between Tanganyika and 
the Victoria l\'yanza. Paul Kollmann, a German official in East Africa, in 1899 published useful 
vocabularies of some of tl1e south Victoria N yanza languages, which were treated more scientifi
cally at an earlier or a later date by Peres Eugene Hurel, Loupias, Dufays, Schumacher, Alex. 
Arnoux, Menard, and A. Capus, and by Hermann Rehse and Hauptmann C. Ilermann. I should 
also mention with due acknowledgements the services of :Messrs. J. F. Cunningham, J. A. l\leldon, 
S. Ormsby, and G. A. S. Northcote, of the Uganda Administration, who, between 1899 and 1909,
worked at the recording of Victoria Nyanza and Albert Nyanza dialects as specified in the Bibliography
following my vocabularies. Research of value amongst the (still little-known) tongues of south-east
Africa was being done in the 'nineties and in the early twentieth century by the Swiss or French
Protestant missionaries, Paul Berthoud (who dealt with the ;:,i-gv,,amba of the north-cast Transvaal),
E. Jacottet (who also gave us our first scientific account of Subia and Luyi, two languages of the
Upper Zambezi), Henri Junod (?i-roiiga and its dialects and folk-lore); and by Bishop Smyth
and John !\fatthcws <;,ilefige or C(t)pi), the Revs. Theodor and Paul Schwellnuss (Venda), A. H.

as enormous ; only about a quarter has seen publication. A good deal of his work is incorporated in the 
present book. The remainder, unfortunately, is scarcely utilizable owing to accidents which attended it 
after his death, as we lack the English elucidation of the vocabularies, portions of which also arc still 
missing. 

1 Bantu philology on-es much to the labours of Pere Auguste De Clcrcq in south-central Congoland 
(the Luba and Kan)'<uka languages especially), and to Pere J. Calloc'h for his work on the Ifumu or 
eastern Teke langunge and the Sudanese tongues of the western and north-western basin of the 
Mubafigi. 
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Hartmann (l'v[a�una, Karaiia), and \V. A. Elliott, L.?.:J.S. (Ma�una and pindcbele). In northern and 
eastern Zambezi a 1 good work was being done ere the close of the nineteenth century by Father J.
Torrend, S.J ., in regard to the Ci-toriga of the Central Zambezi and Cuabw of the Zambezi delta. In 
the opening years of the twentieth century Edwin Smith gave a distinct uplift to Bantu studies hy the 
publication of his H andbooh ol the Ila (pukuluinbwe) Speech. The linguistic work of the C nivcrsities' 
llission between 189o and 1906 must not pass unacknowledged. ln addition to the rema1·kablc 
contributions to Bantu literature made by l\fr. A. C. Madan, at one time a lay member of the Mission 
(contributions elsewhere enumerated), Archdeacon H. Vv. Vtoodward, and tbe Rev. Vv. II. Kisbey 
added to our knowledge of Zigula (Zanzibar coast), and the Rev. Herbert Barnes illustrated the 
Nyanja language of Lake Nyasa in its northern form. 

As regards the actual work of Bleck-the general survey of the Bantu tongues-the first forward 
step since Bleck's time was taken by Father J. Torrcnd, S.J., in his Comparative Grammar of tf1e 
South African Bau tu Languages, originally published in 18g1. But the most noteworthy advance .on 
I3lcek was made by a fellow German, Carl Meinhot� a Lutheran missionary, who had probably studied 
the Bantu languages for some time before his first noteworthy publication, Grundriss einer Lautlehre 

der Bcmf1tsprachen, published at Leipzig in 1899, and added to subsequently by his Grundzuge einer 

vergleichenden Grammalik der Bant11sprachen (' Materials for a Comparative Grammar of the Bantu 
Languages'), besides many articles in German linguistic periodicals, which are referred to by me 
elsewhere in this work. One to whom all Bantu students must remain deeply indebted is A. Seidel, 
a great German philologist, whose studies of African languages have gone far outside the Bantu iield 
(as have those of Meinhof), but who, from the early 'nineties onwards, has given to the world 
a series of admirable grammars or grammatical sketches, of dictionaries and vocabularies of east, 
south-west, and north-west Bantu languages. 

Nor in any record of Bantu discovery should the modern Portuguese be left out of account. 
Serpa Pinto, Capello, and Ivens, in their works of the 'seventies and 'eighties of the• last century 
had, as already related, given vocabularies of Afigola and north-west Zambezia Bantu languages 
which have been of assistance to investigators; but in the 'nineties, Hcnriquc de Carvalho pub
lished that really important study of the Lunda language whicl1 is referred to in the Bibliography; 
and various Portuguese missionaries (especially Ernesto Lecomte and Affonso Maria-Lang) sub
sequently wrote excellent accounts of the northern members of the Hercr6 group in southern Afigola 
(Umbundu and Kyaneka). 

Bishop Steere had a noteworthy linguistic successor as philologist in a lay member of the 
Universities' l\Iission, Mr. A. C. Madan, who, beginning in the 'nineties with the illustration of 
Swahili, has brought out during the last few years works of considerable value, not only of specific 
languages such as those of Northern Rhodesia (Sefiga, Bisa, Lala-Lamba, Lenje), but on the structure 
and phonology of the Bantu languages in general. 

C. \V. Hohley, almost the oldest now in seniority of service amongst the British East African
officials, had in 1899 discovered the northernmost colony of the Bantu in eastern Africa-the Konde 
or Hasa people of North-west Elgon, and had published a short vocabulary of their language in the 
Jounzal of the Royal Anthropo/01:ical Jnslilule. In later years he contributed much information 
regarding the speech of the Kavirondw Bantu and of the I3asuba (K(uS<>JVa), as \Veil as the Akamba 
of British East Africa. 

The Luganda language' received its first efficient ti-catmcnt by a member of the Church 

1 Into northernmost Zambezia (K. Rhodesia) the widespread Luba language enters, and the Bantu
student was at one time mainly indebted to the missionary C. A. Swan for his knowledge of the southern 
Luba speech. 111'. Swan published in 1892 Notes on tlte Construction of Cltiluba. But since then (1909) 
we liavc had the Kilttba (Sanga) Dictionary of Emile Jenniges. 

' This Sanskrit of the Bantu was, 1 believe, first put on paper by Stanley in the vocabularies of his 
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Missionary Society, P. J. Pilkington, who was killed in 1�8 in the mutiny of the Sudanese soldiers. 
Other members of the Church Missionary Society, the Revs. Blackledge, O'Flaherty, Walker, 
Hattersley, Purvis, H. E. Madox, and Crabtree,' and Dr. A .  R. Cook, from this time onwards pub
lished works on Luganda, Ru-nyorw, and on the interesting Masaba speech of \Vest Elgon 
(originally discovered by liobley). �frs. Hildegarde Hinde wrote on the Kikuyu and Kamba 
languages. A. C. Hollis, Secretary to the British East African Administration during the early 
years of the twentieth century, materially helped our comprehension of the different dialects 
of Swahili by illustrating them in the Journal of lite African Society. Swahili in the later years 
of the nineteenth and the commencement of the twentieth century had received additional treat
ment (additional to the still useful works of Steere and Madan) at the hands of Pere Sacleux 
and other French missionaries, Dr. G. C. Buttner, Carl lVIeinhof, A. Seidel (German philologists), 
and the Rev. \N. E. Taylor, of the Church Missionary Society, the last-named being a leading 
authority on Swahili. (An excellent description of the Giryama dialect of the Nika language had at 
an earlier date been published by the same writer ('vV. E. Taylor).J An adjoining language, the 
�ambala, received in 1911 the amplest treatment from the point of view of scientific philology by the 
German missionary, Karl Roehl. In fact, with the uprise of the German power in East Africa went 
hand in hand an investigation of the East African languages, chiefly, but not always, by missionaries 
Catholic and Protestant: C. Velten (Nyamwezi, Kami, IIehc, Swahili), Ferdinand \Vurtz (Pwkwmw 
and Tikuu), Ernst Brutzer (Kamba), A. \Vorms and ;,\,1. Klamroth (Dzalamw), Bernhard Krumm 
(:,fatumbi), Fathers Cassian Spiss and Johannes lli111iger (Sutu and Matei1gw), R. 'Wolff (Kifiga), 
C. Schumann (Nkonde), Dr. Otto Dcmpwolff and Dr. Eduard Sachau (Pmgwru>).

About the middle of the 'nineties, Miss Alice \Verner commenced those studies of the I3antu
· languages which have made her subsequently so noteworthy, the more so as she writes with equal
facility in German and French, as well as English, and has therefore contributed some of her most
remarkable essays to French and German periodicals. Miss \Verncr's w�rk in its critical insight
into the structure of a language recalls that of Carl Meinhof� and of an equally great Bantu scholar,
Bernhard Struck, whose illuminating articles have appeared at intervals in German and English
publications during the last ten years. The Rev. vV. A. Crabtree has also attracted attention as one
able to deal with the Bantu languages from the general point of view of scientific philology by his
essays in the Journal of the African Society; while from Paris have recently been issued several
notable studies on the Bantu languages by Mlle L. Hamburger. The most important of these is
her i:tude sur la Phonelique historique du Bantou. Another interesting French contribution to Bantu
literature is from the pen of Captain Avelot. It deals with the little-known Wgwwc and Gaboon
languages, and is entitled Recherches sur l'hisloire des migrations dans le bassin de l'Ogoue· (sec
Bibliography).

In the South African field there are curious gaps in our knowledge, and much remains to be
done here. Unhappily, "vhilst we are waiting for it to be done languages and dialects m·e fading
out of existence in the whirlpool of race movements which is going on. The most interesting of all
the South African languages-Venda of the Northern Transvaal-had still a most imperfect
vocabulary until the Rev. T. Schwellnuss amplified it in a private communication for my information.
The Kafir-Zulu dialects are insufficiently known, though thanks to the kindness of the Hon. R.
Coryndon of Swaziland, of Lady (Florence) Phillips and their friends, the Swazi dialect has been set

ThrouJrh the Dark Continent, published in 1878. Probably nurton and Speke had first shown that it was
a Bantu ianguage by their works published in I 859 and 1864. Its general character and affinities were
not however made clear till the publication in 1882 of the 01dline Grnmmar of the Ltq:anda Lan.[;Uage of
the Rev. C. T. Wilson, C.J'vl.S.

1 For details, see Bibliography. The Rev. \V. A. Crabtree has worked on the }fasaba dialects, in
addition to Luganda, bt1t his material, if it has been printed, has not come under my notice.

.. 
• 

.. 

• .. 

• .. 

• 

• 

• . . 



THE, BANTU LAN GU AGES r3 

forth in writing for the purposes of this book. The Zulu language has at last been fully exemplified 
in the Zulu-English Dictionary of A. T. Bryant; aKajir (?t);)sa)-English Dictionary was published at 
Lovedale i\Iission in 1899 by the Rev. Albert Kropf; an excellent Ka.fir (pt.,Js<J) Grammar by 
I. McLaren in r906; and an exceptionally remarkable Worterbuch de,· Sotho-Sprache (Siid-Afrika),
by K. Endemann (Hamburg, r9rr), gives us a full illustration of the Sutrn or Sothw speech.

Emin Pasha, when Governor of Equatoria, compiled a number of vocabularies, which, however, 
did not do more than assist to limit on the north the extent of the Bantu field; but when he 
returned to take service in German East Africa he inscribed some interesting vocabularies of 
the l\yanza and lturi forest languages, which after long concealment were brought to light and 
published recently through the energy of Bernhard Struck. In this connexion, though of much 
earlier date, may be mentioned the vocabularies published by Stanley in his Darkest Africa, the 
importance of which scanty as they are-was not appreciated till within the last few years. 
Honourable mention should also be made of the work of Father Auguste van Acker in his 
Dictionnaire Kitabwa-Franfllis et Fran1-ais-Kitabwa, published by the Congo Museum, Tervueren; 
and the sumptuously produced Notes ethno.t:rap!tiques . . . sur !es Bushongo, &c., by Emil 
Torday and T. Athol Joyce, ·which includes much lingL1istic information. J\fr. Emil Torday, 
within the last fifteen years, has worked hard to place before the world the remarkable culture of 
south-central Congoland, and incidentally has collected almost the only information we possess 
regarding the curious Bantu languages north-east and north-west of the Luba field, besides 
illustrating several dialects of Luba. llis researches have even extended as far north as the 
Ababua language group on the northern Bantu frontier. His work, published and unpublished, 
appears in the vocabularies of the present book. 

German work of recent years in the Kamerun Protectorate has scarcely resulted in those great 
gains to philological knowledge we had hoped for, seeing what has been accomplished in East and 
South-west Africa. The most splendid monument to Teutonic activity in this quarter lies almost 
outside the Kamerun region-the nfonograph of Gnnter Tessmann on the Fang people and their 
languages. Die Paif6,v.1e is deserving of international recognition (in common with a work by 
Dr. Leonhard Schulze, of earlier publication, on Namakwaland). Carl Meinhof, twenty years ago, 
collected and published much interesting information on the Bantu languages spoken in the basin 
of the Cameroons (\-\Turi) river (the West Kamerun or Duala group, as it might be called). Father 
Haarpaintner gave the first accurate account of the Yaunde speech ( northern Pan we) ; Fathers G. A. 
Adams, P. II. Skolaster, H. !'\ekes, E. Schuler, H. Dorsch, and Captain Lessner have contributed 
valuable information about the tongues of the \Vest Kamerun group between 1898 and 1910. In 
addition to their published articles, I am personally indebted to the English naturalist, l\Ir. Geo. L. 
Bates, for six valuable vocabularies of the leading Paiiwe or Fang dialects, and for the only 
vocabulary extant of the Njiem tongue, which in some way connects the Panwe group with the 
corrupt Bantu languages of the Kadei-Lobai region. As regards these outlying jargons of the Upper 
Saiiga, the Kadei, and the western bend of the great Mubafigi river, our sole information comes at 
present from Mr. Geo. L. Bates, from the German explorer, Strilmpell, and from Dr. Outilleau, 
a French medical officer who explored in 1910-II the ethnology of the Safiga and Mubangi basins. 

Dr. Freiherr von Danckelmann and Dr. E. Zintgraff, in common with Captain Lessner, already 
mentioned, contributed much exact geography in map-making to enable us to locate Bantu tribes 
and languages in the western Kamcrun, especially the invaluable vocabularies of Koelle, It is 
largely thanks to them and to Lieutenant Hutter (who with Dr. Hocscmann travelled over the 
northern vcrsant of the Cameroons river basin in 1900-4) that we have been able to fix with some 
precision the boundary in \¥est Central Africa between Bantu and Semi-Bantu. Several French 
officials, notably the administrator Clozel, the explorer-botanist Auguste Chevalier, and the far
travelled and industrious Pere Calloc'h have thrown some light on the structure of these Semi-Bantu 
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languages, south-west of the Central Sudan, between the Mubaiigi basin and the water-parting 
of the Kamcrun coast-lands; and Pere Calloc'h and Captain M. R. Avelot have added to our know
ledge of the languages spoken in French Congo and the Gaboon. German explorers have dealt 

(slightly) with the interesting Semi-Bantu Bali group, between the Cameroons river and the Upper 
Cross river basin; the English administrator and ethnologist, P. Amaury Talbot, has furnished us 
with full information regarding the 'almost-Bantu' tribes (chiefly the Ekoi) between the Old Calabar 
region and the Rum bi mountains, information which has been supplemented recently by :Mr. North
cote Thomas's Specimens of Languages from Soutliern Nigeria. [In this region also the author of 
this book travelled extensively some twenty-six years ago, to collect vocabularies for this Comparative 
Study of the Bantu Languages.] 

In concluding this history of the rise and progress of research into the Bantu speech family, 
I may perhaps be permitted to summarize my own credentials as a humble follower of the great 
philologists to whose memory my book is dcdkated. It was the writings of Richard Burton, more 
especially, which first rivetted my attention on this subject. I knew something in general about 
the Bantu languages before I set foot in Bantu Africa in the year 1882. In the spring of that year 
I accompanied an exploring expedition under the Earl of l\Iayo, which \Vas to investigate Portuguese 
South-west Africa. From i\ngola I proceeded to the River Congo, and ·with the help of H. M. Stanley 
penetrated into the then almost unknown region of the Upper Congo, transcribing languages in 

preparation for a continuance of Bleck's unfinished Grammar. In r884 I learnt more or less 
thoroughly the Swahili language at Zanziba1-, and shortly afterwards studied the dialects of East 
Africa and Kilimanjarw. Between 1885 and 1888 I was Vice-Consul in the Kamerun and Acting 
Consul in the adjoining regions of Southern Nigeria, and for three years gave myself up with ever
growing interest to linguistic studies in those directions, much of the results being privately printed 

by the Foreign Office. Between 1889 and 1896 I wrote down vocabularies and grammatical notes 
of the leading languages and dialects of eastern Zambezia, Nyasaland, and south Tanganyika; and 
in two visits to South Africa made some acquaintance \Vith ;:>wsa and Zulu. From 1899 to T901 
I worked in situ at the Bantu languages of the Uganda Protectorate and the adjoining Congo forest. 
In 1904-6 and 1907 I took advantage of visits to \Vest Africa to obtain (through correspondents or 
from travelling natives) additional information regarding Kamerun or Luaiigw languages. I had 
been asked to contribute the first article on the Bantu languages to the Entydopaedia Brita11nica 

(tenth edition, 1903), and rewrote and enlarged that article for the eleventh edition. To further 
my Bantu studies, I paid several visits to Germany (the goal of all students of Africa before this 
unhappy war broke out). But in the pursuit of my investigation of the Bantu languages I have 
derived nearly as much information from Paris, Brussels, and Lisbon, as from Berlin, Hamburg, 
and Stuttgart. I should mention also that a good deal of my work has been checked in cou1·se of 
preparation by reference to natives of various parts of Bantu Africa, who, when coming to England, 
have been good enough to visit me and supply me with information and criticism. Many of the 
vocabularies here printed, though compiled (in some cases before I was born) by other travellers, 
have thus been tested by me in England, as well as locally in Africa, and have received in conse
quence certain corrections, additions, and explanations. 

In addition to the Bantu family, I have made some research into the North 1\.frican dialects of 
Arabic and the Berber spoken in Southern Tunis, into Gala and Somali, the Nilotic and Masai tongues 
of Equatorial East Africa, the languages of the Central Sudan, of Southern Nigeria, of the Kru coast, 
and of the Mandii'\gw peoples. 
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CHAPTER II 

THE DISTRIBUTI01' AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE BA);TU LANGUAGES 

,VHAT are the Bantu languages? And why should they ha\·e been preferred as a special 
subject of interest in philological research to a degree far exceeding that of other language families 
of purely African location ? They constitute a very distinct type of speech which, as contrasted 
with others amongst the groups of negro tongues, is remarkable as a rule for the Italian melo
diousness, simplicity, and frequency of its vowel sounds, and the comparative case with which 
its exemplars can be acquired and spoken by Europeans. The Bantu languages are attractive to 
the explorer not only from the harmonious adjustment of vowels and consonants, hut from the logic 
of their grammatical structure, which, in the majority of these tongues, provides for a wide range 
and a nice discrimination in the expression of ideas. 

Thi:s one negro language family now covers the ·whole of the southern third of Africa, with the 
exception of very small areas in the south-west (still inhabited sparsely by Hottentot and Bushman 
tribes) and a few patches of the inner Congo basin. The Hottentot-Bushman region at the present 
day is limited to Great Xamakwalan<l and the adjoining districts of Cape Colony and the western 
part of the Kalahari Desert, Kawkwland, south of the River Kunene, and undefined portions of the 
plains between the Upper Kunene and the Okavaiigrn. \Vith this exception, and the now 
Europeanized portion of Cape Colony, Bantu Africa extends from Port Elizabeth and Kaffraria 
on the south to Fernando Po and the vicinity of Old Calabar on the north-west, and to Lamu and 
the Tana river on the north-cast. There are a few small enclaves of non-Bantu-speaking ncgrocs on 
the north banks of the northern Congo, and patches of Hamitic, Nilotic, or unclassified tongues 
between the south-cast corner of the Victoria Nyanza and Usambara in East Africa. Ilut for these 
relics of pre-existing or invasive tongues, it might be said that the whole of tbis southern third 
of Africa contained but one indigenous speech family, the BANTU, and that it was only necessary 
to define the northern boundary of its range. 1 

The northern boundary of the Bantu field is still a little uncertain and not easy to delineate 
geographically. It may be said to start on the west coast of Africa in the Bight of Biafra (due 
north of the island of Fernando PO), at the mouth of the Rio de! Rey in the southern portion of the 
Bakasi peninsula, which flanks the estuary of the Old Calabar river. From the eastern bank of the 
Rio de] Rey the boundary is carried to the Ndiaii river, and thence with zigzags to the western 
flanks of the Maneiiguba mountains of \Vcstcrn Kamcn.m ; then to the junction of the Sanag.1 and 
Mbam rivers and eastwards to the Lower Kadei, and down stream to its junction with the Saiiga; 
from this point again eastwards to the Lobai river and down that stream to near its junction with the 
Mubang1. Then the border-line retreats west and south again, but once more makes for the Mubn.iigi 

1 \Ve may suspect that in the Abofigw or Akwa of the Ga boon and the other Pygmy forest negroes 
of the Congo basin we have vestiges of peoples only recently converted to a corrupt form of Bantu speech; 
but their jargon is nevertheless of Bantu type. 
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river in its lower course, crossing it above lbefiga and extending eastwards to the Lower M oi'igala, 

which it reaches at Likimi. Allowing for th c enclave of the Sudanic Bondui'iga or Ndoiiga people 
who reach to the banks of the northern Congo at Lisala (near B,oprnt,n), the Bantu border-line 
may be said to follo\V the water-parting between the r.Ioi'igala-Dua basin and that of the Ebwla, and 

then to cut across �cast-north-eastward-to the \Velc-Mubai'igi, near the falls of Bangw and the post 

of Jabir. Then another loop southward across the Likati and back to the \.Vele, after which the 

border-line declines south-eastwards to the Upper Aruwimi, below the confluence of the Neprnkw. 
Thence in little zigzags to the Lindi river, and abruptly west through the dense Congo forest back 

to the Congo main stream below the Lindi confluence (some distance west of Stanleyville). Next, 
the Congo is followed up stream past Stanleyvillc ; and then with a western loop for the Sudanic 

Bamaflga the Bantu frontier crosses the Lualaba-Congo once more and serpentines eastward to the 

extreme Upper Huri and the south-west coast of the Albert Nyanza. The cast coast of the Albert 
Nyanza is all Bantu as far north as Magui'igw; and thence, in a south-easterly direction, the frontier 
keeps close to the west bank of the Victoria Nile till it enters the Buswga country near the northern 
shores of Lake Victoria. Crossing the Siw river, the Bantu boundary is carried (with an eastern loop) 

to the north-west slopes of Mount Elgon. From this point the boundary goes south-east and then 

abruptly south-west to the entrance of the Nzoia river into the Victoria �yanza. The north-eastern 
coast-lands of the Victoria N yanza are excluded from the Bantu sphere, and are populated by large 
colonies of the Gcya or Ja-lum Nilotic negrocs; but from the southern entrance to Kavirondw Bay the 

frontier between Bantu and non-Bantu is carried south-east and south and is determined mainly by 
the rise of the lofty Equatorial plateaus. A great wedge of non-Bantu peoples comes from east and 

north, and touches the Victoria Nyanza at the head of Speke Gulf. From this point the Bantu border

line passes southwards in zigzags to the Luwamberc river which flows into Lake Eyasi (throwing off 
1oastward the U raiigi peninsula of Bantu speech) and skirting Ugwgw attains to the Usagara and Nguru 

hills, thence curling east and north to the Rufu river. Crossing the Rufu the northern boundary of
Bantu Africa encloses a north-eastern projection to the western, southern, and eastern flanks of 

Kilimanjar<o. From eastern Kilimanjar<n the boundary-line returns coastwards, then once more 

describes a huge north-western loop up the valley of the Athi river to the Kikuyu country, and north 
again to beyond Mount Kenya and the sources of the Tana river. Along the Equatorial coast of 

the Indian Ocean there is a narro\v strip of Bantu territory northward which includes the Swahili 
settlements of \Vitu, Lamu, and Patta,1 and passes up the valley of the Tana river for a considerable

distance. There are runaway, Swahili-speaking slaves on the Juba river, but they do not represent 

any ancient extension of Bantu speech in that direction. Yet it is evident that Equatorial Africa was 

at one time almost continuously Bantu in speech (save for the enclaves of Hamitic or Sudanic tongues 

such as Mbului'lge and Mbugu or the click-using Useria and Sandawi) from the east coast of the 

Victoria Nyanza to the Indian Ocean ; and that into this Bantu sphere there came, several centuries 

ago, hordes of invading Nilotic Masai, Dor<obw, Nandi, and Ja-lu(J). These invasions reduced the 
area of the Bantu languages in Equatorial East; Africa to islands and peninsulas. 

The islands of Zanzibar and Pemba are, of course, Bantu; Zanzibar being the metropolis of 

1 South of this eastern boundary-line between the Victoria Nyanza and the Indian Ocean-a line
which terminates on the sea coast at Kiuiiga in about 1° 45' South latitude-there arc several islands of 
Bantu speech-notably the St,Jnyt,J on Lake Natron, the .Mbugwe on Lake !v[anyara, the Wa-meru 
(Caga) on !\fount Mern. \-Vithin the eastern Bantu area there are small enclaves of non-Bantu speech 
-Tatt,Jga, (N"andi-'.'<ilotic) on Speke Gulf and in eastern Unyamwezi; N,-ge, ilfbu/uj"fge, and Wasi
(Kushitic-Hamite): Sandawi (resembling Ilushman) and Ustria ( 1¥,u'igomwia), between Unyamwezi
and Ugwg.:"; and the perhaps' Sudanic' 1J1bugu in a small enclave in northern Usambarn. Besides,
of course, the roving Masai and Donoboi. A good deal of light is thrown on this complex cthnographical
question in Ueber die .5-ipraclien der Tato,t;a-und lrakuleute, by Bernhard Struck, Jkrlin, 191 I. (In
Sonderabdruck aus 'Das Hoch/and der Riesenkrater ', by Dr. Fritz Jaeger.]
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the great Swahili language. The Komorw islands-at any rate the Grand Komorw, M(J)hila, and 
Johanna-come within the Bantu sphere, as their people speak ancient dialects of Swahili. 

The importance of this language family to Africa at the present day and in the near future is 
unquestionable. Throughout Africa, north of the Bantu border-line, you meet with a be,vildering 
number of languages widely differing from the other and mutually quite incomprehensible; and 
although there may exist linguae francae of Arabic (in its different dialects), of Pigeon-English, Creole
French, Hausa, or Portuguese, linguistic difficulties are relatively enormous, and have long delayed 
missionaries, traders, aud repres_entatives of Government from getting into close touch with the 
indigenous tribes. Moreover, most of these African languages, north of the Bantu field, are exceed
ingly difficult to pronounce and to acquire, whereas the leading features of the Bantu tongues are an 
Italian-like phonology and a relative simplicity of structure. Further, when once one Bantu 
language is acquired it is not very difficult to understand the structure and even the vocabulary of 
others. Assuming that a European knows nothing but Ki�i-kofigw on the west or Swahili on the 
east, he can go far and wide over Bantu Africa with either of these tongues to help him, so universal 
in form are n,any of the word-roots indicating the simple concepts of everyday life. One could 
probably select twenty-five words of everyday intercourse which were common (or almost identical 
in form) to all the leading Bantu languages of the Cameroons, Congo, Angola, British South Africa, 
Portuguese East Africa, German East Africa, and u ganda. If, say, one started (as many an early 
pioneer like Livingstone did) with a band of porters or canoemen from the Zambezi, one might go 
far and ,vicle to the north, west, and east, and with the slow rates of travel in pre-railway clays, find 
one's porters accustoming themselves by degrees to the changes of dialect and language, till at 
length the caravan arrived at Tai\.ganyika, the Victoria Nyanza, or the Upper Congo, with its men 
still able to ask their way, or to understand the drift of ·what was said to them. \Vho that in 
earlier days explored Equatorial East Africa or Equatorial West Africa, or the very heart of the 
continent, has not realized the shock and interruption in easy relations when his expedition at last 
left Bantu Africa and arrived in a district where the languages belonged to another family-Nilotic, 
Sudanic, or Nigerian? How completely at a loss he and his men felt, just as one who had more or 
less grasped the principles of the Romance languages of the present day, with no previous know
ledge of German, ,vould feel on enteri11g Alsace-Lorraine or southern Germany from France or 
Switzerland. Though, of course, the differences would be far greater, since German, after all, is one 
of the many Aryan tongues and has an easily recognized community of origin and interrelationship 
with the Romance languages. 

There is no mistaking a Bantu language for a member of any other African speech family. 
A momentary glance at the numerals, at a dozen word-roots with their prefixes or suffixes, deter
mines the fact whether it is or is not a member of the Bantu family. The phonology also is as 
a rule distinctive, though appearances may be deceptive in the case of a few languages of the north
western part of the Bantu field. The semi-Bantu languages on this north-west borderland have 
a vocabulary which contains a greater or smaller amount of Bantu roots, and farther north and west 
there are other language families which display obvious resemblances and affinities with what may 
have been the Bantu mother tongue; but outside the Bantu family there is no known speech group 
in Africa which displays all the characteristic features of Bantu word-construction and syntax and 
at the same time shows unmistakable affinity in word-roots. Curiously enough, there are languages 
in southern Kordofan, in Nigeria, at the back of the Gold Coast, or in the Sierra Leone region, the 
syntax or construction of which frequently recalls the Bantu idiosyncrasy; but the ·word-roots of 
the vocabulary would be found wholly dissimilar. Or there are others, again, in \Vest Central 
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Africa that exhibit a decided likeness to Bantu in their word-roots, yet in syntax and word
construction arc quite unlike the Bantu. 

The following propositions may be laid down to define the special or peculiar features of th.e 
Bantu languages : 

(r) The vowels of the Bantu languages are always of the Italian type, and no pure Bantu lan
guage includes obscure sounds like 6, a, e, and 1'i. Each syllabic must end in a vowel, though in 
some modern dialects in eastern and western Equatorial Africa, in Congoland, and South Africa, 
the terminal vowel may be elided in rapid pronunciation or may be dropped, or absorbed in the 
terminal consonant, generally in such cases a guttural or a nasal. No two consonants can come 
together without an intervening vowel, except one of them be an ·aspirate or a nasal (nz, n, n), and 
no consonant is doubled in pronunciation. Apparent exceptions occur to this last rule where two 
nasals, two r's, two d's, or two t's, come together through the elision of a vowel or a labial, or 
where the ordinary aspirate, nasal, or dental is reinforced so that it sounds like a double h, n, or t.

(2) They are agglutinative 1 in their construction, the meaning of the root-word being defined
or enlarged and the syntax formed by the addition principally of prefixes, and secondarily of 
suffixes added to the root; but no infixes (that is to say, no mutable syllable) is incorporated into 
the middle of the root-word. 

(3) The root, excepting very rarely its initial vowel or consonant or its terminal vowel, is
practically Ullchanging; though its first or penultimate vowel or consonant may be modified in 
pronunciation by the preceding prefix, or the last vowel of the root similarly, by the succeeding 
suffix. In the great majority of cases, however, the root-word remains absolutely unchanged 
through all syntaxial combinations. It is frequently monosyllabic and very seldom of more than 
two syllabics in its original and underivati ve form. But it is impossible to trace back Bantu con
struction to a monosyllabic basis, as some writers have attempted to do. 

(4) Substantives are divided into classes or genders indicated by the pronominal particle
('prefix') which precedes the root of the folly-expressed noun? These prefixes in an ordinary way 
have attributed to them, definitely, either a singular or a plural sense. \Vith the exception of the 
abstract prefix Bu- (No. r4), no singular prefix can be used as a plural; and although the 2nd ( Ba-),

the 6th (Ma-), the 8th (Bi-), and the 12th (Tu-) arc in some languages used in an honorific or 
collective sense, which causes them even to be applied like prefixes of the singular number, this 
use is easily traced down from a plural origin. There is a certain degree of correspondence between 
the singular and plural prefixes. Thus, No. r prefix (lvlu-) takes invariably as a plural the 2nd Ba

( Wa-, Va-, A-), though Ra- may also in the less orthodox languages serve as plural to the singular 
of-:-:lo. 9, or to nouns which have not been endowed ,vith or have dropped their prefix. No. 4 (Mi-)

nearly always serves No. 3 (Mu-) as a plural, though it may also be used with No. 14. No. 8 (Bi-) 
is practically the only plural of No, 7 (Ki-). The number of prefixes common to the whole family 
is perhaps seventeen, though there may be two other classes, Nos. 18 and 19 ( Gu-, sing., G,2-, plural) 
which, if they cannot be shown to be ancient variants of Nos. 3 and 6, would raise the total number 
to nineteen. These seventeen or nineteen pronominal particles, three of which (15, 16, and Ij) 

l 'Agglutinative' is :1. classifying term which has lost its value; for all languages are agglutinative in
the sense that as a rule when a concept increases in complexity the word used for it enlarges in volume, the 
language being eqt1ally agglutinative whether the added syllables are tacked on to either end of the word 
or inserted in the middle. Even inflexions were originally due to additional syllables which affected and 
modified the root vowels by their proximity. To some extent, indeed, the Dantu languages are not 
strangers to inflexion. For instance, verbal roots may become' inflected' to express changes of tense, 
mood. and meaning. 

�·In numerous Tiantu langnages certain classes of prefix may fall into desuetude and the root-word 
appear without a class-indicator. Hut in such case the noun's class is always present to the nalive's mind, 
and is indicated by its pronoun and its concord or adjectival particle. Class prefixes in Dantu, after all, 
are analogous to our ' class prefixes' ' he' and ' she' in 'he-goat', 'she-bear'. 
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often decay into mere prepositions, are attached as prefixes to the roots of the nouns and verbs. 
Other monosyllables may be used as qualifying prefixes before noun-roots-chiefly in a masculine 
or feminine or diminutive(' father' or' mother' or' child') sense; but they have no' concord', no 
distinctive pronominal particle. 

(5) Bantu languages are especially characterized by the principle of the concord. In close con
nexion with the prefixes are similar monosyllables associated with each class of noun, which are 
prefixed to the adjective or numeral in correspondence with the noun, or serve the noun in the 
sentence as pronoun or as pronominal particle in the verb. They combine with a vowel (most 
commonly -a) to form a genitive copula; and as an identifying suffix or prefix fuse with any interro
gative, relative, collective, or demonstrative pronoun, with adverbs or prepositions which refer to 
the noun they represent. The forms of these concord-particles or pronouns are usually like the 
prefix with which they are associated; yet there is occasionally a dissimilarity showing diversity of 
origin.1 From these concord-particles seem to have arisen, early in the development of the Bantu 
languages, 'preprefixes ', or additionally demonstrative articles (answering somewhat to the English 
'the'). These, when definiteness of utterance was desired, preceded the actual prefix.• In the 
most archaic forms of Bantu speech these preprefixes arc syllables of consonant and vowel identical 
with the pronominal concord : thus the full form of the conjoined preprefix and prefix in Class 1 ot 
the north-west Elgon dialects is Gu-mu, Gu- being the preprefix of Mu- in both Classes I and 3. 
Ba-ba is the full form of the 2nd Class, and Ga-ma of the 6th Class. But in all but the most archaic 
types of Bantu language, the prefix, if retained at all, is a mere vowel-- U-mu-, A-ba-, A-ma-, I-mi. 

(6) \Vith the aid of these pronominal and adjectival particles a complete 'concord' is main
tained between the noun and its dependent adjectives, numerals, demonstratives, pronouns, verbs, 
prepositions, and (sometimes) also adverbs. 

(7) Snflixes of an adjectival, locative, or prepositional sense may also be applied to nouns, and,
of an adverbial and postpositional quality, to verb-roots. 

(8) No sexual gender is directly recognized in the classes or categories represented by the
nineteen prefixes with concord particles, or by the personal pronouns. These last make no 
distinction between 'he' and 'she',' they' (feminine), and 'they' (masculine). But a distinction of 
sex may be conveyed to nouns and adjectives by sex-prefixes and suffixes (usually Na-, !{ya-; Se•, 

Si-, So,-; -kazi" and -rume). Of the seventeen or nineteen categories of nouns, the prefixes and con
cords of Classes 1 and 2 are chiefly reserved for human beings. Classes 3 and 4 have a great 
deal to do with trees, vegetables, and implements (especially ol wood), and members of the body. 
Class 5 comprises many round things like fruits, eggs, stones, the sun, the eye, a tooth, a horn; 
and is also associated with gigantic objects and augmentatives. Class 6, its plural, has a collective 
sense and refers to liquids, assemblages of people, animals, and inanimate objects; Class 7 (plur. 
Ko. 8) indicates tools, furniture, methods, 'kinds of', 'manner of doing things or of speaking'; 
Classes 9 and 10 were often associated with beasts, birds, reptiles, and fish ; Class II (Lu- or_. 
Du-) with ' long things ', rivers, tongues and languages, long stretches of country or ranges of 
mountains. Classes 12 and 13 were usually diminutives, but Class 13 (Ka-) could also be given 
a specially feminine, tender, and finally honorific sense. Class r 4 ( Bu-) was generally the prefix of 
abstract qualities, answering to our English suffix '-miss'; Class 15 was applied specially to certain 

1 Thus, in many Bantu languages the concord-particle of the 1st, 3rd, 4th, 6th, 9th, and roth
prefixes, when it is used in a pronominal rather than adjectival sense, differs totally from the prefix. The 
1st prefix is J1u-; its concord-particle when adjectival is nm-, so also may be its pronoun in the objective 
case ; but its pronominal particles in other connexions may be ,i-, 1;u•, yu-, ye-, u-, ka.-, -kwe, &c. The 
6th pref:x,:Wa-, has an adjectival concord ma-, but a pronominalga- (ya-, a-) .

• 
2 S1r111lar 'preprefixes' are present in the Temne language group of Sierra Leone, that \Vest 

Afncan speech family which offers such a strong analogous resemblance in its syntax to Bantu. 
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members of the body like ears, arms, and legs, but was mainly associated with 'doing', things, with 
verbs as an infinitive, with direction as a locative- 'to' or' from'. Class 16 represented only' place', 
'here·, 'on'; or had to do with time. Class 17 meant' in-ness ','inside'. Classes 18and 19, where 

they existed, were given the signification of' great size', 'unusualness', 'awfulness'. 
(9) Numeration in the original Bantu was certainly decimal. The root for ten- -kumi -is

virtually common to more than nine-tenths of the Bantu languages, and so in a lesser proportion 

are words for' hundred' (-luu1a, or -kam11-). 
(10) Demonstrative prefixes and pronouns are often preceded by a directive '11-' (m- before

labials) which emphasizes attention. Pronouns in the nominative case always precede the Yerb

root and the objective or accusative pronoun; which last likewise ordinarily takes its place before 
the governing verb-root.1

(11) The root-word of the verb, free from prefixed or suffixed particles, is always the 2nd person
singular of the imperative. The sense, application, and complexity of verbal roots as concepts can 

be modified, enlarged, affected adverbially in many ways by changing the terminal vowel and 
adding suffixes, some of which almost lead to a process of inflexion by the carrying back of their 
dominant vowel. In normal Bantu languages verb-roots end in -a almost invariably. The verb can 
be given a passive instead of an active signification by means usually of a suffix. No changes of 

the verb-root arc attempted at the initial; but preceding the \'erb-root come the particles which 
indicate tense and mood, the pronouns, prepositions, and the syllabics of negation. On the other 

hand, adverbial particles and occasionally particles with a relative or' refer-back' sense are tacked 
on to the termination of the verb-root. Negation is most commonly conveyed by prefixial particles 
·· Ka.-, Sa-, Ta-, Ki-, Si-, or Ti- (or variants of these), bul also by negative suffixes or adYcrbs, and
sometimes (additionally) by changing the terminal -& of the verb-root to -,� Wilh very rare excep

tions, the prefix which turns the simple verb-root into an infinitive is Ku- (No. 15 prefix).

(12) Prepositions arc used, not postpositions; the only exception to this rule being the locative

-ni (-11yi, -11, -n) meaning 'in', which often accompanies the 17th prefix and concord, Mu-. Adverbs,

on the other hand, when not treated as independent qualifying nouns or adjectives arc suffixes,
following the verb-roots or pronouns they govern. The most characteristic and widespread of the

Bantu prepositions-in some cases not to be distinguished from Class prefixes- are na,-, ni- (with,
by, and) , -& (of), ku- (to), pa- (at, on), and mu- (in).

These twelve groupings 2 of Bantu characteristics must be regarded as defining the features of 

1 Sometimes in a fuller form (like the French moi) the objective pronoun is placed ajt,,r the verb in
the corrupt north-west Bantu languages. There is also a doubtful exception in orthodox flantu to the 
rule that the nominative pronoun particle shall precede the verb. This is the instance of the 2nd person 
plural of the imperative mood, wherein, in most Bantu languages, the pronoun partidc (a very archaic 
one in form) -ni, follows the verb-root as a suffix (Pend& .I= love thou!; l'enda,-11i .I= love ye !J. 

2 C. l<. Lepsius, in his introduction to his Nubisc/1e Grammatik (flerlin, 1880), also ga\•e at some
length twelve propositions to define the peculiar character of the Bantu language family. These for 
a long time were regarded as the standard by which the Bantu features were to be appraised in setting 
them apart from other language types. But his definitions are not in all cases accurate, adequate, or 
intelligible, when a complete survey of the forty-six nantu groups is effected -an impossibility in 
Lepsius's day. Summarized, Lepsius's propositions were as follows: 

(1) The prefixes of the nouns arc the most outstanding features in the Bantu languages, and may be 
contrasted with the similarly characteristic suffixes of the Hamitic tongues. There are about eight 
different prefixes in the singular. [Lepsi'us was wrong here; i'n his own day eleven /,ad been cmnjmled; 
and e�1rn if lie had argued that tlte three lJ1'11- flre.fixes are lo be counted as one-tho,�irh tl1eir concords 
sltow t/um to be inlurently different- we should still be left wit/1 1ii11e, twefoe being tlte probable total.) 
They may be most easily compared with the genders or sex class-divisions of the Hamitic; but the nantu 
prefixes have nothing to do with �ex. On the other hand, they fall into classes which distinguish 
humanity from what is not human -animals, trees and plants, implements, constructions, and other 
things, especially everything that is extraordinary, outstanding. Some stress should be laid on the 
tendency in the prefixes to distinguish between eonscient beings and inconscient things. [ This feature 
in Bantu is somewhat exaggerated by L.] The meaning of these prefixes, which must once have been 

.. 
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nearly all the Bantu languages. But to scarcely one of them cannot ·some exception be quoted
solitary or unusual, it may be-if careful research is made. In the same \vay, though all these 

independent root-words, is now no longer to be traced, and this fact alone would imply that the origin of 
the Bantu languages goes far back into Time. [ The origin, yes; but not necessarily the mignition
dispersal ,ruer Central and Soutlt Africa.] 

(Z) Sex differences appear unimportant to a primitive people, and perhaps from this arises the fact
that in the whole array of negro languages there is no sex discrimination. [An incorrect and over-stated 
remark, in vz,·w <,f the indication of s,•z classification £n the pronouns, articles, and conconi partides of 
the Boii.gw, Bari, .. VI asai, ;vi usgu, ,ind other obv£ous negro /ar��uages.] Lepsius then illu�trates the extent 
to which sex discrimination penetrates the Hamitic, especially the Kushite group of those tongues. 

(3/ Outside the limits of the Bantu langm1ges, there exist no class prefixes. [Hmu about Temne .� 
There are class prefixes also in other 5,emi-lhmht tonxues not l.:nown to Lepsius, like A11atime of 
S 1¥. TW;:t:,J/ond.] But nominal prefixes, which have lost their original use, are found frequently in the 
second zone [i.e. the Sudan and West Africa], and are alsQ thus characteristic for their origin. [' Her
kunft '-all tht's and muc!i else in Lepsius's twelve Proposit£ons is very 7J/lgtte and of no clear application 
to the definition of Ha,ntu salient features.] These nominal prefixes may be compared with the nominal 
suffixes in the Hamitic. 

(4) Personal pronouns are prefixed to the verb-root. There are no personal suffixes in Bantu
[Lepsius has overlooked ezceptt'ons to this general rule]. This last condition is the opposite of what 
occurs in the Hamitic languages wherein personal suffixes pem1eate the speech. 

(5) 1 n his fifth proposition Lepsius defines the principle of the concord. [ Not alto,,;ether correctly,
for lte lays too muclt stress ()n the 'eu.jJltonic' and' alliteration' theory. Euphony in vowel sympat!ty and 
in initial consonants undoubtedly influences t!te phonetics <if the concord-particles, but does not prevent 
them sometimes from being dissimilar to the prefixes witli 'which they are assocz'ated.] Traces of this 
concord or vowel harmony may be met with in certain Sudanese languages (' languages of the second 
zone'), sometimes in the noun, occasionally in the conjugation. In the last mentioned it is to be seen in 
the south Bantu. Traces of a vowel harmony, which is certainly more euphonic than anything else, since 
it arises from the vowel of the word-root, may nevertheless have some ancient connexion with consonantal 
alliteration. 

(6) In the Ilantu languages, owing to the predilection for prefixes, there are no postpositions, only
prepositions. Llncorrect: how about the locatives -ni, -nw, -la?) The Hamitic languages are divided in this 
respect : Libyan and Old Egyptian favour prepositions ; Kushite languages employ only postpositions. 

(7) The noun in the genitive case in the llantu languages is placed after its governing noun, and is
linked with the governing noun by a particle which is compounded from the latter's governing noun's 
prefix. Herc again the practice is dissimilar in the two groups of Hamitic languages: Old Egyptian and 
Libyan follow the Bantu method ; the Kushitic tongues place the genitive before the governing noun. 

(8) The south Bantu languages arrange the pronouns and the verb so that the nominative comes
first, then the verb, and then the object; so that the verb comes between subject and object. ln the 
Hamitic languages it is the rule that the verb either begins the sentence or closes it, so that subject and 
object come into immediate contact. 

(9) This word-placing in the Bantu is however modified when the object is represented by an
abbreviated pronoun. This is inserted before the verb-root, but after the pronoun of the subject in the 
nominative case. The abbreviated pronoun representing the object in the sentence resembles [Leps-ius 
tltinks] an infix. In any case there is no parallel to this arrangement in Hamitic speech. 

(10) It is characteristic of the Bantu languages that every syllable should end in a vowel or a nasal
consonant; a difference without importance. This syllabic character tends through the isolation of the 
syllables to give a clearness of expression which does not exist in Hamitic speech. 

(1I) Associated with this feature is the fact that, in contrast to the terminal enunciation, the initial 
utterance of words or syllables in Bantu may be frequently strengthened, particularly by the apposition of 
a nasal. Such, as an initial consonant has quite a different meaning and effect to what it would have at 
the termination of the word or syllable. \Vhile the nasals are of no more importance than other conso
nants in the final syllable, they are much more potent as an initial sound if followed by another consonant; 
because in such case their tone element is almost equal to a syllable, probably because they are the 
remains of an earlier full syllable. [J:epsius's meaning in th£s eleventlt clause is far from clear, and tlte 
whole proposition is 11alue/ess. Perltaps lie is alluding to tile' directive n ',frequently referred to in the 
present work.] 

(12) In his last proposition Lepsius descants on· the influence of tones, of intonation in ancient
African forms of speech, employed as in Chinese, Burmese, Siamese, and one or more groups of\Vest 
and West Central African languages. He classes intonation as among the characteristics of the Bantu 
tong�1es. [ True, it plays an important role in Secuana and Ses11ft:,J, and perl1ajJs to a less degree iit Zulu
K,ifw. It is also an essential element in the pronunciation of Mpoiig1ue and of tlze Fang or Pa,iiwe lan
guages of t!te nort/1-west J. but-as a means of discrimination between mo11osy!labic words-roots worn 
down by attrition to a common semblana it is far from being one of tl1e disti11ctive features ()f t!te Bantu 
languages 
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OF THE HANT� LANGUAGES 

The most archaic 13antu languages at the present day are those of Bunyorw, Bukonjo>, Ruanda, 
Buganda, the islands of the Victoria Nyanza, and the region of the north-west slopes of Mount 
Elgon (l\fasaba). It is reasonable to suppose that after the Bantu language-type came into existence 
-perhaps between the Shari basin and the Rahr-al-ghazal (its nearest relations are found in the
Kiger and Cross river basins)-its first great concentration Jay in the region of the Great Lakes, in
Equatorial Africa. Here it was shut off for a while from westward extension by the dense wall of
Congoland forest. Southward, down the shores of Tafiganyika and thence south-,vest an<l west
across the mountains and plateaus of southern Congoland to the Atlantic; eastward an<l south
eastward to the Indian Ocean and the Zangian coasts; southward across the Zambezi and
Mashonalancl to temperate South Africa swept the Bantu invaders, armed, it may be, with novel
iron weapons and led by a Hamiticized aristocracy. They progressed, no doubt, as rapidly as the
Zulu or l3asut(I) hordes overran Central Africa under the white man's observation in the nineteenth
century. Here our forefathers or contemporaries have been able to testify to the spread of the
Zulu clans and the Zulu tongue from the 35th to the 3rd degree of South latitude in about fifty
yeai·s.

The original Ilantu invaders found no empty Africa before them. \Ve may be certain from 
abundant evidence that Central and South Africa have been inhabited by man for many thousands 
of years, and probably by some black-skinned negro-forest negro, Sudanese negro, or Congo 
Pygmy-for an indeterminately long period, as far south as the Zambezi river. But South Africa 
proper, between the high plateaus of northern Recuanaland and the sea-coast of Cape Colony and 
Kata! may possibly have been the domain exclusively of the Bushman and of the Hottentot hybrid 
down to the first Bantu invasions from across the Zambezi in (at a guess) about 700 A.c. South 
Africa then or earlier may have been partially depopulated from some cause-some epidemic of 
germ disease. Anciently-thirty, fifty thousand years ago, farther back still, perhaps-there ei.isted 
in southernmost Africa a remarkable ca\•e-dwelling type, the 'Strandlooper ', whose skull bore less 
of a resemblance to the Bushman or the negro than to some round-headed, semi-Caucasian stock of 
the Mediterranean. This Strandlooper either co -existed alongside the Ilushman or preceded and 
was followed by this specialized deRert negro. In time the Strandloopers died out, leaving perhaps 
some traces of their presence in varied Bushman strains, and bequeathing to the Bushmen their 
wonderful gift of drawing and engra,·ing, so reminiscent of the cave and rock pictures of the Solu
trian and l\fagdalenian Cave men of Europe or the Palaeolithic and Neolithic nomads of Algeria and 
the Sahara. 

We may imagine, however, some two thousand years ago, a South Africa beyond the Zambezi 
and Kunene nvers given up for a time to the dwarfish, steatopygous, yellow-skinned, click-using 
Bushman. 

The next disturbing element may have been the Hottentot; a hybrid between negro and 

that the fowl was earlier introduced into East Afrie/1. by seafaring Arabs, thus reaching the Bantu home 
by a:iother route long anterior to two hundred or three hundred years before Christ. The fowl was 
�cemmgly m,t _ introduced from Java or SumatTa into Madagascar by the early J\lalay colonists of that 
island ; but within the Christi,m Era by tl1e Arabs ; and in Madagascar it bears no nati\'e name resembling 
the Bantu root-word -kul.:u. It may nevertheless be argued that the fowl, like tobacco and the Brazilian 
Ca.sarca duck, might have been introduced to the coast regions of Bantu Africa quite recently, long after 
all Ce!)t�al and South Africa had been 'Bantu-ized ', and have rapidly spread over the southern third of 
the contmcnt, carrying its name witl1 it. But in that case why did not its name similarly n:ach the negro 
la�guages across the Bantu border-line? Tobacco and the 'Muscovy' duck are nowhere known by 
universal names throughout Bantu Africa, though their Portuguese names of ' Taba' or 'Tabaco ' 1 and 
'Pato' may s�ill_ SL1rvive here and there and be shared by Sudanic, Nilotic, Nigerian, and Bantu languages. 
The Bantu, 1t 1s to be noted, ha\"e, like the Aryans, remained faithful long after their dispersal to the 
w�r<:J-roots referring to the animals, plants, implements, and abstract concepts known to them in their 
origmal home. 

J 



THE DISTRlBCTION AND CHARACTERISTICS 

negroid and some more northern Bushman race, which seems to have migrated from Equatorial 
East Africa south-westwards to the Central Zambezi and thence to the Atlantic coast near Walfish 
Bay. and on again southwards till the Hottentots entered (what is now) Cape Colony and displaced 
the Bushman. Later, it may be, there came other invaders from the north-east, by sea, rather than 
by land, the mysterious gold-mining, stone-building, monolith and phallus-worshipping people who 
originated the Zimbabwe walls, temples, and emblems. These arc amongst the unsolved mysteries 
of Africa; but the most striking of these stone cities, together with this whole impulse and 
procedure of gold-mining, most certainly were foreign to the Bantu arts and pursuits. The Bantu 
have seldom any word for gold. The tribes oldest in legendary history in South and East Africa use 
for gold an Arab word meaning 'moneys'. Zimbabv,·e and its like originally, perhaps, and cer
tainly later, early in the Christian Era, became associated with the exploring and trading voyages 
of the south Arabians ; and among the early writers of Islamic times there were to be gathered 
traditions that when the Arabs first visited the south-east coasts of Africa they found them peopled 
with' \Vakwak' savages, who from the brief allusions made strike one as more like Bushmen than 
Bantu. The arrival of the Bantu hordes (the ancestors of the Karniia, Becuana, Zulu-Kath·, 
lVIa�ai"1ganc, and Roiiga peoples), may have been the cause of the abandonment of the stone 
fortresses and mining d�pots by the sea-people whose forerunners designed or built them. After 
a time, howeYer. the Arabs got into friendly relations with the Bantu colonizers, who in a much 
clumsier fashion imitated their mining and their stone-building. The Arabs, indeed, by their trade. 
their influence, and their slave-markets seem to have moulded the conquests of some early Bantu 
warrior-chief into that empire of the 11-Iwcnenrntapa 1-Lord of the mine-·which the Portuguese 
found still a potent state when they reached South-east Africa at the commencement of the sixteenth 
century. 

The Bantu were quite possibly settled on the more northern coast of the Indian Ocean-the 
land of Zanj -at the beginning of the Christian Era. The early Arab traders from Mokha, Aden, 
Mokalla, and Maskat cultivated friendly relations with them. A hybrid type sprang up, the Swahili, 
or men of the 'Suahil' (coast-lands). \Vith the aid of the Arab daus (sailing vessels) many of 
these Swahili from the land of Zanj or Zang (the Persian or Arab name for Black man's country, and 
the origin of' Zanzibar') colonized the Komorc,1 islands and even reached Madagascar, supplying 
the Malagasy dialects with numerous Swahili words. 

ln the Congo basin the Bantu invaders often appeared as solitary huntsmen, boldly attacking 
the big wild beasts with their iron spears. Bantu culture throughout the Congo basin is closely 
associated with the iron spear-(5ongt,J, Kongt,J, Lioiig.i. They probably found the Congo forests 
peopled already with forest ncgrocs speaking tone languages of West African type or with a still 
more primitive people, the Congo Pygmies. There would e\·cn seem to be portions of the inner
most Congo basin which the tall Bantu have not yet penetrated and where there are only Pygmies. 
On the Northern Congo there stiJI remain patches of non-13antu territory inhabited by negrocs 
speaking languages of an as yet unclassified type, vaguely styled 'Sudanic'. Somewhat similar 
to these arc the Forest Lendu to the west of the Albert Nyanza. 

The first great Bantu migrations undoubtedly emanated from the vicinity of the Victoria Nyanza 
and north Tanganyika, and were directed round and not through the Congo forests. 13ut in course 
of time, the Bantu communities founded in the region of the Albertine Nile and the Nyanzas, or 
farther still to the north-west between the sources of the \,Vele and the Aruwimi, broke through 
the wall of forest, ai1d sent streams of migrants across the northern parts of Congolancl to the 
Gaboon and the Cameroons; reaching as their final effort the island of Fernando Po, which was not 

1 JJiwe,ze = 'lord',' monarch'; /lfutajltt = 'mine', 'digging', 'excavation', in the dialects of the 
Lower Zambe-.d. This the Portuguese corrupted into Jfonomot.ipa. 
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THE DISTRIBUTION AKD CHARACTERISTICS 

and culture, if not in language,1 to the dynastic Egyptians, the Galas, and perhaps most of all to 

those 'Ethiopians' of mixed Egyptian and Negro-Nubian stock that down to one thousand years 

ago inhabited the Nile basin south of \Vadi Halfa and north of Kordofan. Such a race may even 

have been akin to the Tibu farther west, the Tibu of Fezzan, the Eastern Sahara, and the Libyan 
desert. \Ve know that some of the weapons of the Central Congo arc to be traced northwards to 
Tibu weapons and implements of ancient date. 

In spite of the suggestion of Egyptian influence in the domestic animals and plants of Bantu 

Africa (as also of the \Vestern Sudan) and of the Egyptian profiles among the Bahinrn, I cannot but 
think this 'Egyptian; influence over the Bantu was wrought indirectly through Gala, Ethiopian, and 
perhaps Tibu, through more or less Hamitic peoples influenced by Egyptian civilization of an early 
type. If much direct Egyptian influence had found its ·way to Central Africa from the Lower Kile it 
must surely have imported into Darkest Africa that deep attachment to Stone-for building and for 
worship-which emanated from the Mediterranean and south-west Asiatic peoples. But no skill 

in stone-quarrying, stone-carving or stone-building ever reached the Bantu, or for the matter of 
that, the Fula, the Ilfandiiigw, or the Ilausa. Of all such arts the Bantu culture and languages are 

ignorant. 
The Baganda and Banyorw legends of the incoming strangers of remote antiquity, the wander

ing demi-gods (' Bacwezi '-ghosts, spirits) who came with long-horned cattle, trained clogs, iron 

weapons, religious theories, and the elements of civilization generally, make no mention of building 
in stone or of building at all. The very similar Ful shepherd aristocrats of \Vestcrn Africa likewise 

had the 'Bantu' culture, the herdsmen's craft, a simple agriculture with the hoe,2 an acquaintance 

with iron and copper (though copper plays a very secondary role in Ful and Bantu thought, legend, 

and speech); but no notion of stone-building. With the exception of the Bubc or Fcrnandian 
indigenes, no Bantu people has been found living in an age of stone implements, though there arc 

abundant evidences to show that nearly all Negro Africa (except perhaps the innermost forests of 
the Congo basin) went through ages of using flaked, chipped, bored, and polished stone weapons 
and tools. The Bushmen and Hottentots had remained in this stage, without knowledge of metals, 
using stone and also horn, bone, stick, thorn, and shell. Most of the forest negroes apparently 

adopted-or reverted to-wood before they were introduced to the use of copper. An industry in 

smelting and hammering copper, in exporting copper in the ingot or in manufactured form seems 

to have arisen a long \vhile-many centuries-ago in Kataiiga, where the copper deposits arc 
singularly rich ; and this trade in copper to have spread from south Congoland to north and west 

1 It is curious that, but for a few obvious loan-words in the east of Africa, there is absolutely no
Hamitic impression or affinity about the Bantu languages. Lepsius seems to have been impressed by 
the complete dissimilarity between the two language families. I cannot sec myself much evidence of 
Hamitic influence on the structure, syntax, or origin of the Nilotic negro languages and the Bofigw of the 
Egyptian Sudan-not such as there is for example in the Hausa and even Musgu. But one can detect 
in the numerals of the more eastern and south-eastern of the Kilotic tongues, and in a number of their 
nouns, evidence of Kushite (Gala and Somal) having long been in contact with the Nilotes, Masai, and 
Kandi. Dut one finds no such evidence in the l.\antu languages, not even those of the Nyanzas, which 
are the most arch<iiC. Yet in the regions where the purest Bantu speech exists you meet with these 
cattle-keeping aristocracies such as Bahima, natutsi, and Ruhinda, whose physical resemblance to Galas, 
Somalis, even Abyssinians and Pharaonic Egyptians, is most striking. One can trace in the local folk
lore, religion, domestic animals, &c., the influence of the Caucasian or semi-Caucasian races of � orth
east Africa, but not a trace of their Hamitic languages. There is perhaps a little influence of the Kilote 
in the shaping of the Bantu mother language. Can the handsome negroids from the north and east who 
would seem to have been the leaven that stirred the Bantu dough more than two thousand years ago and 
who urged these Sudanic negroes to spread over and occupy the southern third of Africa have been 
derived from some;: stock like the Tibu which, though semi-Caucasian in blood, had received no language 
from the Asiatic Hamites? 

2 Though the Gala, even far inland in Equatorial East Africa, knows and uses the plough, no plough 
has ever been known to the Negro or the Fula. 



O
F

 
T

H
E

 
B

A
N

T
U

 
L

A
N

G
U

A
G

E
S
 

C
on

goland; 
an

d
 

south
w

ard as far as N
yasalan

d. 
\V

as it p
re-B

an
tu? 

\V
e h

ave n
o m

eans of 
telling ; but th

ere arc m
an

y indication
s sh

ow
in

g th
at th

e in
vasion

 of th
e B

an
tu w

as facilitated
 b

y 
th

e use of iron
 w

eap
on

s, an
d

 th
at th

e w
orkin

g of iron
 ore and th

e fabrication
 of iron

 w
eap

on
s an

d
 

tools in C
en

tral an
d S

outh
 A

fr
ica dates on

ly fr
om

 th
e B

an
tu

 con
q

uest of the south
ern

 th
ird

 of th
e 

con
tinen

t. 
T

h
e 

sp
read 

of th
e 

m
ore 

aristocratic 
'n

egroid' 
B

an
tu 

is 
also 

associated 
w

ith
 

th
e 

an
cien

t 
E

gyp
tian

 or G
ala lon

g-h
orn

ed ox (B
os ta

u
ru

s a
egy

p
ti

a
cu

s). 
T

h
is breed p

ossib
l) ' h

ad
 a w

est A
siatic 

origin
, an

d it is evidently n
early related to the In

dian
 h

um
ped ox

. 
N

o trace of any w
ild

 p
rogen

itor 
h

as yet b
een

 fo
un

d in
 its an

cien
t h

abitat, E
gyp

t an
d

 E
th

iop
ia. 

It w
as obviously th

e first type of 
dom

esticated
 cattle in A

frica. L
ater th

ere entered E
ast A

f
rica th

e In
dian

 Z
ebu breed, w

h
ich

 m
ay h

ave 
also rep

laced
 th

e a
egyp

tia
cu

s type in
 south

ern
 A

rabia. 
T

lie Z
ebu, or h

um
p

ed typ
e, crossed

 A
fr

ica 
from

 th
e east coast to w

estern C
on

golan
d, the w

estern S
udan, and w

estern
 Z

am
b

ezia, and travelled 
dow

n th
e south

-east coast of A
frica to Z

ululan
d. 

T
h

e H
am

ites, I sh
ould

 say, h
ad

 already in
tro

duced th
e lon

g-h
orn

ed a
eg

yp
tia

cu
s cattle to th

e region
s south

 of th
e V

ictoria N
yan

za. 
A

n
d h

ere 
they w

ere b
rough

t by th
at m

ysterious race, th
e H

otten
tot h

yb
rid

, to cen
tral S

outh
 A

frica and d
ow

n
 

th
e south

-w
est coast to C

ap
e C

olony. 
A

t som
e un

kn
o,vn

 p
eriod afterw

ards th
e B

an
tu p

eop
les 

roun
d

 th
e N

yan
zas received th

ese lon
g-h

orn
ed

 cattle fr
om

 th
e n

orth
 an

d con
veyed

 th
em

 in
 th

eir 
south

w
ard m

igration
s as far as D

am
aralan

d. 
P

robab
ly in

 all but th
e elevated region

s of C
en

tral 
A

fr
ica th

ese straigh
t-backed, lon

g-h
orn

ed cattle died out fr
om

 germ
-d

iseases, w
h

ich
 is w

h
y so m

an
y 

B
an

tu trib
es at th

e op
en

in
g

 up of A
frica by th

e m
odern

 w
h

ite m
an

 w
ere w

ith
out cattle or h

ad
 

adopted th
e h

um
p

ed
 cattle of In

d
ian

 origin
. 

C
attle, b

oth
 of th

e a
eg

y
p

ti
a

cu
s
 an

d
 in

d
icu

s b
reeds, seem

 
to have been in

trod
uced

 fr
om

 B
antu A

frica 
into M

adagascar by A
rab in

term
ediaries and slave

dealers; w
h

ich
 is w

h
y a B

an
tu w

ord
 fo

r'
 ox' is th

e ch
ief term

 em
p

loyed in
 :tvlalagasy. 

O
n

e of th
e d

iffi
culties atten

din
g th

e accep
tan

ce of th
e th

eory
 that th

e' B
an

tuizin
g' of on

e-th
ird of 

A
f

rica h
as b

een
 a lon

g
 p

rocess in un
w

ritten
 h

istory an
d

 can
n

ot b
e com

p
ressed

 w
ith

in
 a p

eriod
 of about 

tw
o th

ousan
d years, is th

e sp
littin

g
 up

 of th
e m

oth
er ton

gu
e into m

ore th
an tw

o h
un

d
red

 and tw
en

ty 
distinct lan

guages, an
d th

e im
p

robability of th
ese lan

guage
s w

ith
 th

eir m
arked idiosyn

cracies h
avin

g 
sp

run
g in

to ex
isten

ce in 
so sh

ort a p
eriod

 as 
is assign

e
d

 by w
riters like m

yself: 
B

y
 search

in
g 

P
ortuguese record

s in
 reg

ard
 to th

e K
ofigw

 or K
arafia ton

g
ues w

e d
o n

ot fin
d a g

reat d
iff

eren
ce 

betw
een th

e sp
eech

 of th
e six

teen
th

 an
d seven

teen
th

 
cen

turies an
d the sp

eech
 of to-day

 ; 
the 

n
um

erals of th
e B

ak
w

iri or B
arun

drn
 at A

m
b

as B
ay (C

am
eroon

s) w
ritten

 d
ow

n
 by som

e F
ren

ch
 or 

D
utch

 trader at th
e close of th

e seven
teen

th
 century arc alm

ost identical w
ith

 th
e m

odern fo
rm

. 
I3

ut w
ith

 th
e evolution of lan

guages, as of species, N
atu

re-
I believe-

p
roceeds p

er
 s

a
ltum

, alter
nately w

ith slow
 progression

, 
A

 great jum
ble of even

ts, an
d

 lo !-
n

ew
 languages sp

ring sudden
ly 

in
to ex

isten
ce. 

T
h

ose th
at suit th

e altered circum
stan

ces rem
ain

 an
d

 con
tin

ue th
eir course for 

centuries w
ith

 slow
 m

odifi
cation

s. 
N

ot m
ore m

arvellous w
ould h

ave been th
e rap

id
 d

if
feren

tiation
 

and sp
ecialization

 of th
e leadin

g B
an

tu lan
guages in

 C
en

tral an
d

 S
outh

 A
frica, betw

een --let us 
say-

the year O
ne of th

e C
p

ristian
 E

ra an
d th

e tw
elfth

 cen
tury, th

an
 w

as the com
in

g into existen
ce 

of th
e R

om
an

ce lan
guages, en

gen
d

ered b
y th

e im
pact of th

e G
oth

, G
erm

an
, an

d S
lav on th

e vulgar 
·L

atin of th
e declin

e an
d fall of R

om
e. 

N
o R

om
an

ce lan
guag

e existed in
 th

e six
th

 cen
tury

 A
,c. ·

B
ut, by th

e close of th
e tw

elfth
 cen

tury, Italian
, S

icilian, P
roven

c;:al, F
ren

ch
, C

astilian, P
ortuguese,

and R
um

an
ian

 w
ere distin

ct, m
utually un

in
telligible ton

gn
es; 

an
alytic w

h
ere th

e p
aren

t L
atin

 w
as

synthetic, p
ossessin

g an
 in

dividual ch
aracter w

h
ich

 h
as n

o
t greatly altered in th

e slow
 subsequen

t
chan

ges. 
D

an
te's Italian

 of th
e th

irteenth
 cen

tury w
ould be p

erfectly in
telligible in

 th
e streets of

F
loren

ce to-day, an
d

 is n
ot very

 diff
eren

t from
 

th
e dialect sp

ok
en

 in
 C

en
tral Italy from

 th
e ten

th
century 

on
w

ard
s. 

Y
et 

in
 th

e six
th

 cen
tury no such

 
lan

guage ex
isted

. 
vV

e m
ight alm

ost say
,

judgin
g from

 th
e O

ath
s of S

trasb
ourg and oth

er scan
ty evi<l

en
ce, th

at th
e F

ren
ch

 lan
guage ,\;as b

orn
and sh

ap
ed

 in 
its essen

tial features b
etw

een
 th

e six
th

 and th
e ten

th
 cen

turies. 
E

n
glish

 w
h

ich

... ..... 



THE DISTRIBUTION A.ND CHARACTERISTICS 

would have been almost unintelligible to an orthodox Anglo-Saxon of 1000 A.c. was created 
between about IIOO and 1350. 

I am disposed to agree with Lepsius in the belief that the .13antu language-type, like the parent 
speech of the Aryans, has taken a very, very long time to shape out of some negro speech in the 
heart of Africa ; I am only arguing that the commencement of the sudden and rapid invasion of 
central and southern Africa by the Bantu cannot be referred back much earlier than the second 
century B.c. ; and that the differentiation of the more than two hundred distinct forms of Bantu 
speech occurred subsequently and rapidly. Six thousand years ago the Aryan Schwdrmerei was 
probably just beginning, somewhere in eastern Europe. And there were thcn-1 suggest-but 
the slightest dialectal differences in tribal speech amongst the Aryan Russians to indicate that one 
group of clans would become the progenitors of the Aryan-speaking Asiatics-would in Asia generate 
the Tokhari, the Pisacha, the Sanskrit, Prakrit, and Zend languages ; another tribe Aryanize the 
Lithuanians; yet another section (as they marched north-westward, westward, south-westward, 
or southward) become ancestors of the Slavs, or the Goths and Germans, the Kelts and Kelti
berians, the !tali, the Dak.ians, Thrakians, and Greeks. 

But if close resemblance in structure and syntax, if similarity of numerals and pronouns, and the 
possession in common of a great number of root-words of nouns and verbs, adjectives and preposi
tions are to be given full value as evidence of near relationship and of a recent origin from a common 

source, then we must regard the expansion and differentiation of the Bantu languages as a much 
more recent and rapid process than that which brought about the Aryanizing of all Europe and 
much of South-west Asia. 

The map of Bantu Africa will show the main directions taken in presumed history by the 

different streams of Bantu migration ; and an examination of the groups of Bantu lanf,•1.mges will, 

after detaching true and widespread Bantu roots from their vocabularies, leave a residue which 
must represent the assimilated fragments of prior languages spoken by the peoples whom the Bantu 
armies conquered and fused with ; just as in the Kcltic tongues, the Armenian, Albanian, and the 

modern Romance dialects there arc words retained from languages of utterly different affinities 
which were in occupation of the land when the Aryan or Aryanized invaders came with their 
overpowering influence. Some very slight influence of Gala (a Hamitic 'white man' speech) can 
be traced through the East African Bantu, about four hundred miles south of the present Gala range 
in East Equatorial Africa. The Sudanic tongues, the Kilotic and Masai, even the Nubian and 
Kordofan languages have sent words from the north-chiefly of domestic animals, wild beasts, and 
trade goods-circulating through northern and western Congoland, through the Nyanza Bantu, the 
speech of Kikuyu, Kilimanjarw, Usambara, and the coast-belt of Equatorial East Africa. The 
unclassified, somewhat monosyllabic tongues of the Kiger delta and the Cross river have influenced 
the worn-down Bantu languages of the \Vest Cameroons. The influence on Bantu of Arabic, 
Portuguese, English, French, and Dutch is so palpable and (excepting that of ,-\rabic and Persian) 
so comparatively modern that it hardly comes witbin the range of philological studies. It needs no 
explaining. Considering how long the Arabs and the Gala Hamitcs have been in influential contact 

with the Bantu of East and South-cast Africa, and how powerfully the Aryanized Persians of the 
tenth, eleventh, and twelfth centuries A. c. influenced the Zaiigian coasts and islands, it is surprising 

how comparatively few Arabic and Persian words have crept into Bantu speech. Swahili is by 
far the most Arabized of the .13antu tongues; yet except in refinements of vocabulary often ignored 
by the common people, it remains essentially and very typically a Bantu language. The fact that 
the ancient and mediaeval Bantu invaders of eastern Zambezia and South-east Africa knew and 

cared nothing for gold till some incoming foreign people from across tht: -.eas taught them the value 

of that metal, is shown by the absence of any true Bantu root-word for 'gold'. The word by 

which 'gold ' is rendered in the Zambezian and South-east African Bantu languages is-if not 
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a variant of the Portuguese 011ro or the English 'gold' -derived f
r

om Arabic, and usually 
a corruption of dirluim 

1 
(nda,rama, 11dal&nm). 

Subtracting the foreign, the pre-e.)(isting elements from the modern Bantu tongues, we are left 

in nearly every group with a surprisingly large proportion of words traceable back to a common 
inheritance from Old-Bantu, from the pristine Bantu of North Equatorial Africa. Most of the defeca

tions from this rule are due to that human love of metaphor and trope, that dislike in timid or refined 
minds to calling a spade a spade, a devil a devil, a urinal a urinal. Totemism, superstition, would 

start a practice of referring to dreaded snakes not as' nyolu1, ','the snake·, but as 'the long animal', 

'the hisser', 'the coiler '. The Bantu tongues have as many paraphrases for alluding shame

facedly to the genital organs or the functions of generation and defecation as the most modest speech 
of Europe and America. The variations of Bantu vocabularies, especially in the south, have been 
mainly caused by llk,mip.i. This word-a verb in Zulu meaning' to have shame', to be ashamed' 
-covers the practice of not calling some common object, some beast, bird, fish, utensil, or
geographical feature by its proper name if that name happens to be the cognomen of a near relative,
a husband, father, brother, mother, great friend, or respected chief. The custom refers more to
women's utterance than men's; unhappy \Voman throughout the long history of the ascent of the
human species having always been regarded as unlucky, as an Eve doing the wrong thing and
bringing down ill luck by offending the vague Powers of Nature and Fate. Consequently, in parts

of Bantu Africa, if a woman marries a man named 'Lion', though she may continue to call her
husband shyly and whisperingly by his name, she will henceforth call the real lion, the' roarer,
the 'slayer of beasts', the 'big cat '. Farther north, if the totem animal of the clan, or the most

striking local example of divine or demoniac power is a crocodile, it might not do to be heard calling
'crocodile' (on the principle of letting sleeping dogs lie). So the crocodile-to the confusion of the
inquiring philologist-is not called N;;wentt or Ngandu, by one of its widespread Bantu names, but

'the long one',' the sly o.ne ','the snapper-up', or some other roundabout nickname. Evidently,
however, as with family slang in our own land, a fashion in misnomers seldom starts from the
vagaries of a tew fantastics; otherwise the Bantu languages would not have remained after some two
thousand years of dispersal so astonishingly true to type.

Before the reader's attention is turned to the long series of illustrative vocabularies which 

I have thought it best to supply as a prelude to the discussion in detail of the existing Bantu lan
guages, it might assist him or her if I outlined the most striking features of the presumed Bantu 
mother speech. We can, of course, only deduce these from an analysis and comparison of those 
Bantu languages which have preserved the greatest proportion of widely-distributed word-roots in 

their vocabulary, or have similarly retained archaic forms of prefix, adjective, pronoun, preposition, 
adverb, and verb, which, from their recurrence and re-emergence in so many parts of South and 

Central Africa, would seem to have been part of the common stock of ideas in the original Bantu 
centre of dispersal. I shall thus have supplied some standard of comparison by which the diver

gency and the degree of divergency of the modern Bantu languages may be gauged, in the outcome 

of their development from the parent tongue of North Equatorial Africa, two to three thousand 
years ago. 

The follo·wing are examples of some among the many noun-roots of universal or considerable 
distribution in Bantu Africa ; given in the shape which they probably assumed in the original 

language or group of dialects (the Ur-Bantu of German writers, or as I prefer to style it in English, 

Old-Bantu) from which the two hundred and seventy-six Bantu languages and dialects of to-day 
are descended. 

1 
In its turn, no doubt, derived from the Greek rlracluna. 

{i.;!! 
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Nou:-1-ROOTS 
Father (Se, Sa, Si; Tata); mother (Nya, Na, Nyina; Mama); brother (-ina, -dug11, -pangi); 

sister (-lumbu); maiden, virgin (•wali, -wala, -isika, -dttmba); grandparent (Kaka, Kc.okw); 
child, son (•keke, -ana, Mwna); wife (-ka, -kazi); twins (-pasa or -longw). 

Chief (-kama, -ami, -fumu,1 -krosi, -ini (-ene)) ; doctor; medicine-man (-fumu,1 -ganga); witch, 
sorcerer (-lc.oki, -sawi, -sawa, -lemba); thief, stealer (-ibi, -iba); man (-ntu, ·whence Mun tu= a 
man, Bantu= men); male (-lume); female (-ka, -kazi, -kat,i); body (-wili, -bid, -zimba); skin_ 
(-gwba (-gwvi, -grozi), -kanda); head (-tu, -twe); hair (-bele, -bili, -suki, -kisi); nose (-gulw, -pulw, 
-pula, -pombw, -indc.o); eye (-isc.o); ear (-tu, generally Ku-tu); lip (-lwmw); mouth (-nwa); tooth
(-inw, -gegc.o, -soi'iga); tongue (-limi, -laka); chin, be�rd (-devu); saliva (-te, Mate); neck (-kin.goo,
-krosi); shoulder (-bega); buttock (-takw) ; back, backbone (-goi'i.gc.o, -uma, -tana, -busa); chest
(-fuba,1 -adi, -tulu); breast, nipple (-bele) ; heart (-tima-this word is sometimes used also for chest
and liver); navel (-kwfu, -kuvu, -tc.otw, -kundi, -kombw) ; belly, stomach (-vumu, -fu, ,nda, -mimba);
bowels (-tumbw, -da or -ra).

Arm (-bwkw, -kc.,nw); armpit (-apa); hand (-anda, -anja); finger or toe (-nwe, -nye, -kumu); 
finger-nail, and sometimes finger (-ala, -dala, -jala); penis (-bwlro); thigh (-berw); leg (-gultt, 
-rundro); foot-sole (•ayw); vein (•fipa, -sisa) ; blood (-rwpa, -gazi, -i'i.ga, -kame or -gama) ; milk
(-ziwa, -bele); fat, butter, oil (-futa 1); bone (-fupa and -kupa,1 -bisi); tear (-swzi, ,ziga, -bezi);
breath, life, soul (-wnyw, -oya, -oyw) ; death (-fu, -fiia 1) ; ghost, spirit (-zitnu, -limu, -banda, -dumba).

Sky, and often God and rain (-gulu or -iguru, -julu, -ltti'igu, -ii'i.gu); rain (-hula, -luiigu); sun, 
sunlight, daylight (-juba, -ise, -sana, -langa or -taii.ga); moon, moonlight, month (-ezi from -ela, -era, 
to be white, shining, -gondw, -suiigi); star (-ezi, -eti-perhaps from the same source as moon-and 
-nyenye, -i'i.ini, -sonda, -tanda, -data or -jata); year (-aka, -vu); night or day (-lro or -ilw-lelw is a
widespread root for 'to-day •---naku, -siku, -tuku, or -fuku); darkness (-giza, -sise, -ilima, -rima,
or -zima); wind, cold (-pepro); smoke (-rosi, -ifi, -iki, -ika, -dii'iga); fire (•lilw, -otw, from -ota, to 
warm, -pia, -bazu); charcoal (-kala); earth, ground, country (-si or -ti); stone (-bwe, -tadi, -ala or 
-bale, ,manya); salt (•nytt, -i'igua, -kele); iron, iron ore (-ela or -bela, -uma, -tadi, -londw); water
(-zi, -diba or -ziba) ; river, stream (-geda, -gezi or -giji, -itw, -donga); lake, broad river, sea or
(-ziba, -anza or -anja, -zadi, -sabi); mountain, hill (-swzi, -lima, -pili); river-valley (-rambw or
-dam bro); road, path (-dila, -gila, -handa, -bwka).

Tree, stick (-ti); dry wood, firewood (-kuni, -kiii); thorn (-iba); grass (-ani, -asi); banana• 
tree (-gomba, -konde); banana-fniit (-twki, -konde, -dizi); yam (-Iuiigu, -wnia, -kua, -rali) ; wine, 
mead, or beer (-alwa, ,lebu, -lafu or -lwfu); mushroom (-bwa); forest (-bira, -itu, -zitu). 

Bee, honey (-uki); termite (-swa) ; fish (-swi) ; frog (-ula); snake (-wka, -piri (viper), -mamba 
(cobra)); crocodile (-kwena, -gandu, -mamba); egg (-ki, -landa); bird (-uni); wing, membrane 
(-papa) ; guinea-fowl (-kai'i.ga) ; francolin (-kwale); domestic fowl (-kuku). 

Beasts of all kinds-flesh (-ama); rat (-beba, -puku, -krosw); porcupine (•nuiigu, -gumba); 
elephant (-dwbw, -jwfu, -damba, -dembw); hippopotamus (-gubu, -vubu); rhinoceros (-pela, -pem
bele); pig (-gulu, -gulube); buffalo (-ati, -aka); giraffe (-twiga); ox, cow, cattle (-gombe or -kromro); 
milch-cow 01· breeding-goat (-groma) ; horn (-mbe, -pembe, -sei'igw, -iga); goat (-buzi, -budi, -peeni) ; 
dog (-bwa); cat (-paka, -simba 2); leopard (-gwe, -koi, -sui); lion (-simba, -tare, -tambw); hyena 
(-pisi,8-mbwi, -bungu, -puru) ; monkey (-kima); ha.boon (-yani, -kolrobe, -pombw); ape (-zike, -swkw). 

Sorcery, fetish, religion, witchcraft, to bewitch (-lwka or -dwga, -sawa; -banda; -lemba, -kisi, 
' A marked correspondence in Bantu phonology exists between/ and k, 11 and g, sand/, z and v; 

so that we find especially in the \Vest, but also in East Africa, -kumu alongside :fumu, -.£:ttltt alongside 
-vuta and -juta, -kub,i and ._fu1ia, -ji1a and -ki'ia; -swmt corresponding to -jumu and -zuta to -vut,1.

2 The range in meaning of this root is considerable. Sometimes it rises to' lion', sometimes sinks 
to' genet ', 8 Query, cognate with old root for' bone'?
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.fiti); magic, medicine (•gai'iga); name (-ina or -zina, -itc.,); song, to sing (-imba, -imbc.,); fear, 

no1m and 11trb (-c.,ga, -c.,pa, -tina, -tia); shame (-s(o)ni); hunger (-zala, -ala) ; sleep (-lw, Tulc.,, from 

the verb-root -la, -lala, to extend-oneself); dream, noun and verb (•lwta, -dwtw); dance, noun and 
i·erb (-kina, -bina); love, desire, noun and verb (-penda, -kunda, -tanda); intelligence, and verb' to 

know' (-manya, -manyi) ; goodness, good (-ema, -wa, -inc.,, -nwga, -nwfu, -swga, -bote, -bota) ; 
bad, hadness, eiccrement (-bi); rottenness, rotten (-oovu, -ora or •CQZa, -vunda); fierceness, bitter

ness (-kali) ; hardness (-gumu, -guma); smallness, little, young (-tc.> or -tu, -dofigw, -ke, -nandi, 

-titi, -nini, .g(Qnc.,, -ana); greatness, large (-kulu-from -kula, to increase--nene); oldness (-kulu,

-nuna or -duna, -kuka, -k(Qta, -dala) ; young, new (-pya); whiteness, white (-ela, -eru, -tCQka, -tuba);
sickness (-dwala) ; shortness, (-fupi); length, distance, height, 'thet·e' (-le, -la, -de, -rere); '·within

ness ', inside (-da, -mu, -te); 'betweenness' (-kati); place, 'hcrcness' (pa-, -nCQ) ; house (-ndu, .zc.,,
-zwbw, -dagw, -dabw, -umba- clay-walled); home (-ka, -kaya; -anda, -banda, •ganda) ; canoe (-atw);

paddle (-kapi, -kasi); knife (-ele or -bele, -siu, -hamba, -panga, -paka, -p<o>kCQ, -mage); spear (•onga,

-ofigCQ, -fumu) ;bow (•ta, -tta); arrow (-fwi, -sofiga, -bamba, -ketw, -sala, -tegc.,); axe (-pasa, -bazc.,
or -bagw, •ZCQka, -gem be, -gimbu, -temc.>); shield (-gabCQ, -guba); clothjng-anciently 'skin',
'pelt'-c!oth, blanket (-gubCQ); door, doorway (-kuki, -ugi, -ibi, -beJ..,, -pitc.>; -liafig(Q); drum

(-gwma) ; thing, property (-ntu, -ma or -uma).

PREFIJCES A�D PREPREFIXES 

The original forms of the prefixes alone and of the preprefixes combined with them were 

probably as follows. It should be remembered that the preprefix is virtually identical with the 

'article' of Aryan and Semitic languages. It is also the concord-particle and pronoun of the class to 
which the prefix belongs:-

Class No. t. 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

,, 

,, 

" 

,, 

" 

" 

" 

" 

,, 

" 

,, 

" 

" 

" 

" 

. , 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

2. 

3· 

4· 

S· 

6. 

7· 
8. 

9. 
IO. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14· 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

Prefix. 

Mu- (singular) l usually reserved for human 

beings,andalmost invari-
Ba- (plural) ably for men and animals 
Mu- (sing.) 

Mi- (pl.) 

Di-, Li-, or Ri- (sing., sometimes used as an 
augmentative) 

Ma- (pl. and collecth-e) 
Ki- (sing.) 
Bi- (pl. and collective) 

N- (M-), N, Ni- (sing.)

Zi-, 'Gi•, Ti- (pl.)
Du-, Lu-, Ru- (sing., a good deal associated

with 'length ') 

Tu- (pl. and collective diminutive) 

Ka- (sing., nearly always used as a djminu
tive) 

Bu- (sing., collective, and sometimes dimi
nutive as plural to Ka-) 

Ku- (sing., often used as preposition mean-
' to ', ' towards') 

Pa- {a locative, meaning' place', 'at', 'on') 

Mu- (a locative, mcani11g 'in') 

Gu- (sing., augmentative) 

,, " 19. Ga- (pl. to Gu•, augmentative)

Preprefix and Prefix. 

Gu-mu- (Wu-mu-). 

Ba-ba-. 

Gu-mu-. 
Gi-mi-. 

Di-di-, Ri-ri-, Li-Ii (I-ri-, E-ri-). 

Ga-ma-. 

Ki-ki-. 
Bi-bi-. 

Gi-ni-, Yi-ni•, In- (Im-), Ifi., Ini•. 

Zi-zi, Iti-, Lti-, I-ti-n•, 

Du-du-, Ln-lu-, U-lu-, Ru-ru-. 

Tu-tu-, U-tu-. 

Ka-ka•, A-ka-. 

Bu-bu-. 

K u-kn-, U-ku-. 

Pa-pa•. 

Mu-mu-. 

?Gu-gu- . 

Ga-ga-. 

II 
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Associated with these prcprcfixes and prefixes, when they assumed the role of demonstratives, 
was the 'directive 11 ', a prefatory nasal which usually has the effect of ' this is so-and-so' when 
preceding a noun or a pronoun, and which may be connected with either the 9th prefix or with an 
old root meaning' is', 'it is'· This initial 11- (n- before a guttural, m- before a nasal) in many of the 
Bantu languages gives a more insistent character to personal pronouns or demonstratives, in the 

sense of' /!,is, this one '. \\Tith the 'directivi- n' affixed, these foregoing prefixes became in their 
archaic forms (and in this shape reappear in numerous existing groups) as follows :-Class I. ffgu
mu; 2. Mba•ba; 3. ffgu-mu; 4. ffgi,mi; 5. Ndi-li, Ndi,di; 6. Nga-ma; 7. Nki-ki; 8. Mbi-bi; 
9. ffgi-ni, Nyi-n'; 10. Nzl-zi; II. Ndu-lu; 12. Ntu-tu; 13. Nka-ka; 14. Mbu-bu; 15. Nku-ku;
16. Mpa-pa. (No such nasalized demonstratives are traceable for Classes 17, 18, and 19).

The most archaic forms which can be deduced for the Numerals are the following:

1. -uwe, -nye, -guma, -dala (meaning' finger' or 'thumb'); -mu, -moo, -mwe, -moosi, -moosa.
2. -bali, -bele, -bili.
3. -tatu, -satu.
4. -ne, -nai.
5. -tanoo, -sane.,.
6. -samboo; -kaga; -sasatu, -sasaba ; -tandatu or Ntatu ndatu (3 + 3); -tupa, -tooba.
7. Sambc.>, Sambw-bali; Mpui'igati.
8. -nana.
9. -enda, Kenda ; lfuka, lvua.
ro. -kumi; -loi'igoo, Mu-longea>; -kama.

(Plurals of tens-twenty, thirty, &c.-were Gama-kumi, Gimi-loi'igoo, &c. In the Bantu mother 
lang,iage there were no special terms for' twenty' as in the Semi-Bantu and Sudanic tongues, nor 
was reckoning by scores, as it is in them). 

100. Gama or Kama; Dili-gana, Eri-gana.

The original forms of the Personal Pronouns in the Bantu mother speech were probably these: 

me 
my 

Thou 
thee 
thy 

He (she) 
him (her) 
his (hers) 

We 
us 
our 

Ye 
you 
your 

They 
them 
their 

Mi, N, Ne, Ni. (Other modern forms like ffgi, ffgu, Ndi, Nze, Mbi, Mba are pos-
sibly the original pronoun N- prefixed to particles meaning' am' or' here'.) 

-mi, -n-, -ni-, -iigi-.
-iigu, -iige, -m, -mi, -ni, -ne.

Gu, Gwe (We), Ku-, Wu-.
-ku-.
-koo.

Gu, Gwe (Yu, Ye), Ka-, A-.

-mu- ; -ge, -ke, -ye.
-kwe, -ke.

Tu, Su (Si), Twe, Cwe, Swe, Hwe, Fwe.
-tu-.

-itu.

Nu, Nyu, Nwi (Ni), Mu, Mwe.
-ui, -nyu, -nu-, -mu-.
-inyu, -inu.

Baba, babe.,.
-ba-, -bw.
-babe.,,

The reflexive pronoun 'self' was probably -li• (-ji-, -zi-, -ri-, -i-, -e-). 
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' All' was rendered by -onse, •onte or -onke ; and in some senses by .c.:,na and •ama. 
' l\fany' was -figi or -ifigi, -vula or -bula, -bama. 

33 

Adjectives were scarcely distinguishable from consonantal forms in Old-Bantu, and their more 
striking examples in persistence of word-root are cited with the nouns in the forcg9ing list. Several 
suffixes were probably employed in ancient as in modern Bantu to give an adjectival and adverbial 
sense to noun-roots, notably the widespread suffix .fu or -vu, which perhaps may be traced to an 
older form -bu, and be related to the 14th Class prefix. Adverbs were allied to nouns and pronouns, 
and prepositions likewise. Amongst these last, roots that are characteristically persistent and must 
therefore have been present in Old-Bantu arc: pa-, on, at ; ku-, towards, to, there; si- or -nsi, down ; 
-la, -le, -Ii, -di, -dia, far, distant, there; nda, -da, inside; -tei, -kati, between; -eru, -11ja, -nze, outside;
-pi, which? where? how much:; -nc,,, much, exceedingly, properly; -mbele, before; -pi or .fupi, near.

The adverbial particles of negation, usually when employed with the verb, were prefixed or in
fixed in conjunction with the nominative pronoun particle which precedes the verb-root. They were : 

Ka- (becoming -kw, as a relative adverbial suffix); Sa- or Ta-; Ki- ; Si- or 'fi .. 
The following suffixes seem to have existed in the Bantu mother speech for incorporation with 

the verb-root at its terminal to modify, reverse, and extend its meaning. Already, perhaps before 
the divergence of the main groups occurred, it was becoming customary to change the pristine -4 

of the verb-root termination into -i to express negation or doubt, -e to give a subjunctive or potential 
sense to the verb,' -t,J or -u to indicate other changes of meaning. But in addition to this inflexion 
of the terminal vowel of the verb-root, a variety of suffixes came into use which have remained in 
force amongst nearly all the descendants of the Old-Bantu. 

These were in all probability : 
(1) -ba or -wa.2 probably one of the word-roots mea11ing 'be', and used to turn a verbal root

from the active voice to the completely passive; that is to say, passive with the suggestion of an 
agent causing passivity. Example: ku-leka, to leave; ku-le,frwa, to be abandoned (by some one). 

(2) -ka. This particle also turns a transitive verb-root into an intransitive, but indicates passivity
without an agent directly causing it. The comparison of the -ka suffix with the -ba or -wapassivc 
and the ordinary transitive verb-root used in an active sense, might be illustrated in 1-:nglish by the 
following example : 'He·cools, chills': this would be equivalent to the active verb in Bantu : 'He 
is chilly or cold ' : this would answer to the sense of the -ka suffix : ' He is cooled or chilled ' (by 
some one or something) : this would be implied by the -ba or -wa suffix. Thus if -pasua (a develop
ment of -pasa) meant 'to split' in Old-Bantu, -pasuka would mean 'to be in fragments', and -pasuwa 
'to be split' (by some one). 

(3) -ga or -iiga. This suffix conveyed either a sense of thoroughness in action, or still more,
continuity in the sense· of the English participle termination -ing. It also inferred habitual or 
recurrent action. Example : -pula, 'beat'; -p11l1.ga, 'beat thoroughly, continuously'. 

(4) -sa (za, ,sa, sia ?) was causative. Thus if -lia was 'to eat 1, -/isa or -ti,sa would be 'to cause
(some one else) to eat'. 

15) -la, -ila or -ira and -ia (and -ela or -era or -ea, by absorption of the terminal -4 s; also -ina or
-ena) indicated doing a thing to, for, or by another person : as for example -fa = 'to die•; but .fia
and -fira would mean 'to die for (or on behalf of) or through' another person.

(6) The vo,,·el u (or in conjunction with the terminal a, w) combined with -la or -ra, expressed
a sense of reversal. Thus if -fuiiga meant 'to shut', -jttf1gula would mean 'to open'. 

1 Ex�mples of the change to -i and -e would be: Ni-pa,iiga or ill panga, ' I make'; Ni-jJ&?i({e, 'thatI make',• Jet me make'; and N-ki-jJ&figi, '1 not make'. 
· 

2 In the Nyanza group and some of the western Bantu languages the passive suffix is -ibwa. 
f 

s A +i constantly resolves itself into c in Bantu; a+u into t,J. In these suffixes I,,,., and d, land n
requently permute ; as well as s and/, s and z, b and w. 

D 
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(7) -pa was connected perhaps with the root meaning 'place', 'location', 'at', but came to
mean as a verbal suffix 'becoming', 'developing into', 'acquiring certain characters'. Thus from 
the adjective -nene, 'fat' or' large', was made th� verb -nenepa, 'to become fat', from -bi arose 
-bipa, 'to become bad' ; from -c.>goo 'fear ' was constructed -c.1gc./pa, ' to be afraid '.

(8) -ana indicated reciprocal action: Ku-penda would mean ' to love ', but Ku-pendana 1 'to love
one another '. 

(9) -ama and -ta probably had a reflexive sense, meaning to do certain things for one's self.
Thus -ima would be lengthened into -imama, 'to erect one's self'; -pa, 'give', became -p11-ta, 'to 
give one's self' or' to get'. 

(10) -ile or -ide (with the variant -ine), perhaps also -isi (and, from their fusion, -itsi, -idzi, -ije)
conveyed a sense of past or preterite action; and in fact -ile (-ine, -ide, -ire) suffixed to the verb
root has become the chief form of preterite tense throughout the Bantu langL1ages. The alternative 
form -lsi (extended into -itse, -idzi, -ije, &c.) has to a great extent disappeared as an independent 
suffix, and is only traceable with difficulty in the composition of words. Thus, assuming -kunda or 
-gocda to mean 'love• or' desire' in the Old-Bantu, it would become in most of the modern Bantu
languages -kundile in the preterite sense of' I (Thou, he, &c.) loved', or -gonzi (-gw1d-isi), a form
in which it actually exists in some of the N yanza languages. More often the -itsi suffix united the
other suffixes and verbal forms. It may really have arisen from an older combination of the -ide

preterite with the -sa causative. The present form in Luganda (-idza) rather suggests this.
In addition to these suffixes, the Old-Bantu, like some of its descendants, probably affixed 

other' prepositionai ', locative, adverbial particles to the verb-root after the manner of •pa (No. 7 in 
this list. In ·this connexion -mu would mean 'in', 'inwardly'; -koo, 'to', 'towards' (as well as froli1 
quite another root,' not'); -ge (-je) would be interrogative 'how? '-in modern Swahili u-ta.-ja.nya,-je 
means' how wilt thou manage it', or literally,' thou-will -do-how?' 

Probably in Old-Bantu, as in its modern descendants, the verb was conjugated by prefixed as 
well as suffixed particles ; and these last partook of the nature of prepositions (like ku, 'to '; pa, 
pc.>,' here',' now',' there'; -a, ' of'; na, ni, 'with'), adverbs and pronominal particles, related to the 
noun prefixes--ka, ma, gu, Ia, da, i'iga, i'igi-and mostly by auxiliary and abbreviated verbal nouns, 
such as Ii (di) and ba, meaning 'being';· ta, ya,' doing', 'going'. 

The most strikingly widespread verbal roots in the modern Bantu languages probably assume d 
the following forms in Old-Bantu : 

abuse, insult -tuka. 

beat -pula, -bula, -tera, -beta.

bite 
breed 
bring 
build 
bury 
buy or sell 
come 
cut, chop 
dance 
deny 
die 
dig, hoe 
drink 

-luma.
-zala, -ala, -biala.
-leta.
.Junga, -tunga.
-zika, -jika.
-gula, -suma, •tei'iga, -landa.
-iza, -pika or -fuka.
-tema, -baza, •senga, -kata.
-kina or -bina.
-kana.
-fu, -fua, -fa (-kwa).
-Hrna.

-nyua, -niia.
1 This was sometimes extended to -za.na, -iig,i,111, by fusion with other suffixes. 



eat 
evacuate, defccate,rain, 

give birth 
fall 

fear 
fight, quarrel 
fish, catch fish 
give 
go 
heat, warm, cook 
hunt 
know 
laugh 
leave, cease 
love, want, desire 
press, milk 
rot 
say, speak 
see 
send 
sing 
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-la or -da, -Ha or -dia. 
-nya (this root is related to the 'mother' or feminine prefix, nya-).

-gwa, -bwa. 
-tia, -tina. 
-rwa, -rwana. 
-vuba, -lc.>ba. 
-pa, -nika. 
-genda, -gya (-ja, -ya), -tamba, -hamba (march, walk), -pita (pass).
-ota, -aka, -pi, -pika. 
-winda, -wiiiga. 

-manya, -dzi, -dziwa, -jiwa, -azi.

-seka or -seba. 
-leka, -sika. 
-penda, -kunda, -gonda, -funa, -tanda.
-kama. 
-bora (•bc.>za), -bunda. 
-ti, -gamba. 
-bona, -lola, -Iaba. 
-tuma. 
-imba. 

sit, remain, abide -ikala, -sala. 
sleep,extcnd the body, -lala, -kc.>na or -goua. 

snore 
sm�ll, stink 
stand, stop, be erect 
steal 
strike, kill 
watch, tend 
weep, cry, mourn 

-nuka, -nui'ika.
-gima, -sima.
-iba.

-ita, -tta, -ta; -kuba, -buba, -bula.
-linda.
-lila.
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The original concept of the verb in Old-Bantu was no doubt participial, of the 'verbal-noun' 

order, the noun of action. But these verb-roots seem in Bantu to be older than most of the nouns 
that do not, like the verb-roots, terminate in -a; as though actions were described before all but the 
most prominent objects. The original verb-roots were largely monosyllabic and never more than 
disyllabic 1 (unless onomatopoeic); but I cannot agree with some authorities who have argued that
the whole of the Bantu roots, substantival and verbal, can be traced back to utterances of a single 
syllable. Yet they tend that way, and perhaps, in the far past of African people1:;, might have been 
traced to an ultimate affinity with a monosyllabic parent stock, which afterwards left behind more 
direct and monosyllabic tone-using descendants in the regions between the Cross river and the 
Volta. 

The simple verb-forms in Old-Bantu obviously ended in -tt (with the exception of two or three 
irregular, interjectional verbs, such as Ti, 'say'; Njc.> ! 'come ! '; Li, 'be' ; Pi, ' cook', and various 
other meanings) ; and the majority of the nouns formed from verbs ended in -c.i (probably from -au), 
-i, or -u. The -e termination of noun-roots may, like those that end in -tt, have been very ancient
and indicate independence of origin from verb-roots, or may-as so often occurs in verbal suffixes
and prefixes-arise from the fusion of .s- and -i.

1 1t is noteworthy that many archaic word-roots in Bantu begin with a \'Owe! and a1·e disyllabic
such as -a.ti (buffalo), -ot.i (heat), -isc.i (eye), -atc.i (canoe). 

D 2 
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Indeed, in reconstructing the phonology of Old-Bantu, and especially of the still earlier African 
parents of that language family, one is led to assume a greater simplicity of vowel sounds even than 
exists to-day in the very Italian-like Bantu languages, and to postulate only o, a, i, and u for the 
original Bantu vowel equipment. So many of the existing c,;'s and unstressed o's, as well as the e's,

can be traced ba,ck to fusions of a and u, a and i, or to the broadening of 11 and i.
As far as we can trace the phonology of Old-Bantu by comparing, one with another, the pro

nunciation of root-words in the more archaic Bantu tongues of the present day-notably the Nyanza
Tafiganyika-mid-Zambezian groups-we may snrmise that it made no use of tones or clicks to imple
ment its resources in differentiating sounds; and that, besides a simple vowel system-a, ii, i, u, and 
perhaps c,;-it possessed the following consonants (interesting deficiencies being also noted) :-

Labials 
Labial-dental 

Dental-lingual 

Lingual-alveolar 

Palatal-lingual 

Palatal 

Palatal-faucal 

Faueal 
Aspirate 

m, b, p, possibly w. 

v, f. These, however, may well have been absent in the pristine days, and 
have arisen subsequently, just before or just after the great dispersal, 
principally from b. 

t,, s, z. ·t; was doubtfully present, as a variant oft and z. t) almost certainly 
was absent, and is still of very uncommon occurrence compared with t,, 

d, t, l, n. R is doubtful as a radical letter, though often arising recurrently 
from land d, and in turn producing z.

1. J, if it had already appeared, arose from a palatalizing of d (dy, d) or g
(gy); a lingualizing of y, or a hardening of z. C, 1,; were probably absent
from Old-Bantu.

y. In the primitive Bantu speech it is doubtful if y existed as a distinct pro
nunciation from land gl.

,"i. This ringing nasal sound was probably heard when n preceded a guttural, 
and there may have been in Old-Bantu some of that general nasality of 
utterance which so strongly characterizes most of the negro languages of 
vVest Africa as to amount almost to a physical and racial trait-a distinc
tion still more to be remarked in Bushman and Hottentot and in the Semi
Bantu. But the ii as an unsupported consonant (like the ngin German or in 
the English words 'king' and 'ringing ')-so common a feature in modern 
Bantu-can always be traced back to a fusion between n and g or k. 

The guttural y was probably absent from Old-Bantu, not having as yet arisen 
from the slurring of g or the faucalizing of w. 

k, g·. But no x, r, or q. 

h was probably absent, though it was soon to arise from p, s, k, or I.

Even in the Old-Bantu home there must have been a tendency among the dialects of the mother 
tongue towards an abrupt and wide-ranging variation between' certain consonants-a _psychic 
disturbance, so to speak, such as must often arise in aggregated genera and species of animals and 
plants or full-blown human languages, when they are about to produce great variations from type. 
And this sudden impulse towards varied pronunciation caused transitory or permanent permutation in 
consonants. Yet the permuted and the previous forms of word-root must have co-existed in the same 
tribe as they often do at the present day. These alternations were particularly marked as between 
labials and dentals-v changing to z,J to s, and f to t,; between labial and faucal-w and g, / and 
k, v and g; between the lingual and the alveolar-/ and d (together with r, which last is scarcely 
distinguishable in Old or Modern Bantu from land d); I and n, t and r; and between the palatalized 
d and1; d and z, I ands, t and c, sand;. P permuted easily to/ and w, and still more readily and 
inexplicably to h, as soon as the great Bantu dispersal commenced. The aspirate, now so prominent 
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in the phonology of the majority of Bantu languages, was almost certainly absent from Old-Bantu., 
No root-word traced back to its most primitive form discloses the presence of /1 among the Old
Bantu consonants. The modern Bantu aspirates represent an older p,f, s, or k, or the faucal gasp 
of a vanishing click in the pre-Bantu languages. 

In conclusion, I might state that I do not share the theory of certain German philologists that 
we should attribute to the Old-Bantu some degree of vagueness in consonantal utterance, resulting 
in -y being the parent of the modern g or w, 'i! the antecedent of band w, v and/; x of k, and so forth.1 

The comparative study of the existing two hundred and twenty-six languages derived from Old-Bantu 
leads, on the contrary, to the conclusion that this mother speech of innermost Africa had broad, 
simple vowels, and distinct, well-defined consonants, almost limited in range tom, b, s, z, d, t; I, n,

k, and g. In this respect, in the development of intermediate vowels and consonants between those 
of more pronounced type, the modern Bantu languages irnve only followed a parallel course to the 
Aryan, Semitic, and Hamitic languages. It may be argued that the early articulate utterances of 
Man were vague in sound; undecided in vowel quality, and in the influence of tongue, of teeth, 
nose passage, and epiglottis on consonantal out-breathings. The extraordinary Bushman language 
family may be pointed to as an illustration of a very primitive form of speech surviving, ana offering 
a similar vagueness in utterance. But the Bushman dialects may quite \Vell be, like the Bushman 
race, examples of speech forms that have greatly degenerated and have been much specialized by 
isolation in South African deserts. And the vowel sounds of Bushman and Hottentot appear to me to 
be simple, few, and clearly marked, except for nasality of tone. It is their clicks which ofteu obscure 
the values of the consonants. But even here we have no great range of subtle consonantal sounds 
as in the modern languages of Europe, northern Africa, and western Asia. The Bushman lan
guage, no doubt, like the race that uses it, is exceedingly ancient and shows the severe. attrition of 
long usage. The simplification of vowel and consonant values (like the sudden simplification qf

customs after long slavery·to tradition) tends to be one of those revolutionary occurrences which 
accompany the birth of a new language species or a new people ; for instance, the Arabic dialects of 
the Sudan and of East Africa-rapidly becoming two new languages-are softening the more exasper
ating of Arab consonants and enlarging considerably the use of broad, distinct vowels ; Swahili 
Arabic, with the regular intercalation of vowel and consonant, is at the opposite pole to the Maghrib 
dialect of Morocco, which is mainly a collocation of choking consonants. One has only .to compare 
the phonology of modern Arabic with that of the ancient Semitic tongues of Mesopotamia and Syria 
to realize (as also in the case of Polish and Russian, as compared to Yugo-Slav and Old Lithuanian) 
how languages tend as they spread, devel�p, and are more and more spoken, to differentiate their 
vowels and their consonants with ever-increasing complexity; so that at last the speech becomes 
unspeakable by a newer generation or unpronounceable by an invading usurper. Then one of those 
radical changes takes place which gives birth to some new and more harmonious jargon ; Latin 
becomes Romance, Greek changes into Romaic, the cumbrous Anglo-Saxon is modulated into the 
pleasantly Frenchified EngJish of Chaucer, which we still speak. And I should not be astonished 
it; during the next twenty or fifty years, several languages of Africa and Western Asia--even 
Armenian, Lesghian, and Albanian-were scrap-heaped, and forms of speech with simpler, more 
melodious phonologies were adopted in their place. 

It is because the majority of the Bantu languages are so simple and clear in their phonology, 
so logical in their syntax that they arc learnt with comparative ease by the stranger. The majority 
of them are much easier to master and to retain in the memory than Hausa, Ful, or Arabic. Those 

1 Still less do [ agree with their 'pooling' problematic vowel sounds by the device of a heavily cir
cumflexed i (i). They cannot themselves suggest how this is to be pronounced. The circumflex is 
a shallow and out-worn mystification. 

, . 

•
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languages will survive-certainly Hausa and Arabic will, though I doubt whether the world or even 
the heart of Africa will tolerate for long the innumerable plurals and countless verb intricacies of 
the fantastic Fulde speech-but they will not spread much beyond their present limits. Already in 
northern Equatorial Africa Hausa and Sudanese Arabic arc giving way to the Baiigala of North 
Congoland as a trade and administrative language, because it is a harmonious clear-cut, easily 
acquired, sufficiently expressive form of speech. Swahili is carrying all before it as the trade 
language of the regions between Galaland and the Zambezi. Zulu-Kafir will become the second 
language of South Africa if its exponents are wise enough to eliminate the silly clicks which at 
present mar its phonology and cause the .European to take up instead the ugly and stupid jargon 
known as 'kitchen Kafir '. 

The political importance of the Bantu languages in the future will be as great as the political 
importance of the Indian vernaculars. This has been an additional inducement to me to study 
them. But it is perhaps the unwritten history of Negro Africa enshrined in their word-roots 
which has proved for me the strongest lure in this long-sustained work of research . 

•

• 

• 



CHAPTER III 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF 276 BANTU AND 

24 SEMI-BANTU LANGUAGES AND DIALECTS 

NOTES FOR THE GUIDAKCE OF READERS IN RESPECT TO THESE 
VOCABULARIES 

THE orthography, both in regard to African geographical names and the rendering of African 
languages, is that adopted throughout the volume and explained in detail elsewhere. A summary 
of its principles for convenience is given here in apposition to the vocabularies. 

M, b, v, p, J, and w, are pronounced as in English. \,\/'hen any of these or other sotinds 
are aspirated, the aspiration, if pronounced and distinct, is indicated by the letter h': and where it is 
less emphasized, by the Greek aspirate'. In numerous Bantu languages there is considerable 
indecision on the part of the individual speaker or the tribe as to the utterance of b and w, so 
that to the European listener the labial consonant is heard sometimes as a b, at others as a w,

and occasionally as bv or vii. I have preferred to write it either w, b, bv, or v, according as the 
local or predominant pronunciation caught my own ear, rather than to impose accents on the w,

which in reality give little help to the English student, who is sure to be understood by the native 
if he uses either a b, w, or v. Nevertheless this indeterminate labial is represented by several 
writers well qualified to hold an opinion, as iv. Y is used by me for the consonantal i' (the 
German/). There is a great tendency to palatalize consonants in Bantu; that is to say, to follow 
them by an -r or a y sound (dy, ry, ny, ky, gy). There is no othe1· logical method of rendering this 
pronunciation than by adding the y to the palatalized consonant. Where, however, this 
palatalization (a very faint i or y) follows the terminal consonant and the employment of a y might 
mislead the eye, the effect is better given by the vertical accent'. 

G and k are pronounced as in .English, the g being al ways as in the words 'get', 'gi vc ', 'go '. 
The faucal /� (the Arabic _;) is represented by q. The Greek gamma (1·, y) stands for the velar 
g (the Arabic t], which is often rendered in English by gh and which is pronounced like the 

French r grassl{ye, or like a lower utterance of X· This last-the Arabic of- and Scotch ch-is 
'-

represented by x, which is to be taken as the equivalent of the Greek X• This is the value of g
and ch in Dutch and in many German words ; but the more palatalized sound of the terminal ch, or ch 
before a consonant, so often heard in German in ic/1 and licht, is represented by :r. 1-l is pronounced 
as in English or German, but the strong Ii of Arabic ( c_) is rendered by Ii', or sometimes by the 
double h (lih). The faucal contraction of the Arabic ain ( C..) is represented b)' �; the mere 
eli,;;ion of a vowel or consonant by the apostrophe, '; and the strongly marked hiatus (the Arabic 
hamza)-which is the gap in pronunciation occurring between distinct words in English (such 
as 'still ill')-is shown by;. The nasal consonant sounding like ng in 'ringing' is indicated 
by n, or the merely nasalized consonant or vowel by ~. N is pronounced as in English. \\Then 

1 There is much aspirating of consonants in numerous groups of Bantu languages. \Vherever p/1, 
th, dh, glt, .kh, 11h, &c., are encountered in this work they must be pronounced separately and with their 
trne values: p-h, t-h, &c. 
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it is an initial consonant preceding another consonant it is slightly vocalized, something like the 
pronunciation of un in the English word 'unto'. When it is doubled, like all other double 
consonants it is doubly pronounced. 

The Polish or dental / (i') is heard in some Bantu languages (as it is in Portuguese and 
Brazilian pronunciation) but not so prominently or with such etymological importance as to be 
worth discrimination. The ordinary Bantu/ is alveolar, like the English. It interchanges with r 
to such an extent that little distinction can be made in transcribing certain languages, except under 
the circumstances mentioned below. One person may use l, another r in pronouncing the same 
word in the same tribe or clan. The ordinary Bantu r sounds very much like the r in the 
pronunciation of Germans or of educated English people. The rattled r of Spain or the southern 
half of France is present in a few Bantu tongues (such as the N'yorw dialects) and is best and 
most logically represented by a doubled r. The cerebral r (r) of provincial English and of 
many South Asiatic tongues is virtually unkno,vn in Bantu Africa. The velar r (J-) is scarcely 
distinguishable from y, and should be thus expressed unless it can be shown to proceed from 
an older alveolar or dental consonant. R permutes most easily with t and d. In some languages, 
however, it is necessary to discriminate between r and l in writing and in pronunciation, because 
.r has taken the place oft, as l may have of d, in the prefix forms and word-roots. 

\Vith regard to the dentals, sis always the upper or light hissing sound, as in the word 'hiss', 
or 'saint'; z similarly is always the lower and heavier sibilant as in 'hazard' and 'zeal'. The 
English sh and zh (French ch andj) arc rendered by; and f; the English th in 'think' and 'bath' 
by t,; and dh (tit in 'that' and 'bathe') by ,t. T and d, when printed without aspirate, accent, or 
modification are to be pronounced as in English and most other languages. But the t in Bantu 
is often aspirated or pronounced explosively, somewhat as English people use the word 'utter' 
when they speak of' ut-ter astonishment'. The aspiration-as already mentioned-is indicated 
by the h or the' following the t; and the explosive quality by the accent 1 ( =I'). The tin Africa 
on the lips of natives often glides into an r sound. \i\/hen it is most like an r I spell it thus, 
when most like a t I render it by t (or d, as the case may be). I do not think it necessary, from 
any point of view, to discriminate further between the various slurred or eccentric pronunciations 
of t by the tongues of Africans, as these variations are-at any rate in Bantu-of no etymological 
importance. The d in Bantu is occasionally (as is the t) heard as though doubly pronounced, and 
is in such cases doubly written. The denial, alveolar, palatal, and lateral clicks in the Zulu-Kafir 
languages are represented respectively by I, 6, h and,:i. 

C stands for the combination of/;, a fusion of consonants that is more conveniently represented 
by one symbol, the Italian c (as before i and e). It often results from a palatalized h, which in 
some tongues is best rendered by ky ; and is pronounced like the English ch in ' church'. 
Similarly j is used for the combined sounds of df, vVhere these compound consonants appear 
to be doubled in pronunciation they are more logically rendered by le and d;� as they are thus 
pronounced. Just as the c comes very near hy, so the j sound is scarcely distinguishable from 
the palatalized d' (dy). In some of the south-eastern Bantu languages there are palatalized b's, v's, 
and p's, which are a source of much unnecessary fuss and complication of writing by some who 
have rendered them on paper. They should be written in accordance with their local pronunciation 
as by, vy, py; bz, vz, ps; or bf, v:;, and Pf. 

The vowels of this phonetic alphabet are, of course, given their 'Continental' values rather 
than those of .the eccentric English spelling which grew up in the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries. 0 unaccented is pronounced as o in 'not' or 'doll': o represents the sound of o 
in 'store' or aw in 'gawd'; 6 is a little deeper than the average German pronunciation of that 
vowel and represents the sound of the English u 111 'hurt', or i in' bird'. A, a (similar.Iy shaped 
throughout, even in italics) always stands for the a in 'father', 'rather•, 'gala'. The short 
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sound of this vowel (similar to the English 11 in 'but', or the o in 'worry'), is represented by a, a. 
Ai, a' is the equivalent of the English a, in 'fat',' gather' or the French e in femme. Unstressed 
e has the value of e in 'met', 'rend'. E, if is the e in 'fctc ', or n in' hate'. E, ff gives the short 
sound of ii in mere and e in 'there' (really a fused diphthong between e and 6). 1 is the 
English i in 'hit'; i, f, thee in 'cedar•, and ee in' feet'. ti, u unstressed represents the II in 'pull', 
'put',' bull'; and u, 1, is the u in 'ruler', and the oo in 'mood' (the French 014, German 11). U, 11 = 
the French u. The sound of o in 'bone' (French a11 and German oh) is represented by the 
Greek (A). I have not thought it necessary to discriminate further between the various pronuncia
tions of the single symbol o (o, ii, t.J), as to do so is quite needless for the philological understanding 
of my subject, and only an unnecessary puzzle to the reader's eyes. In some of the South and 
South Central African forms of Bantu there is a rather indeterminate vowel which varies in 
pronunciation between the short u in 'put' and the o in 'hope'. This is particularly observable 
in the Secuana group and in the tribal name' Basutw '; which is ordinarily rendered 'Basothw' by 
specialists and is actually pronounced more like Siit(>.) than anything else, though to some it 
seems more akin to Swuthw. There is a vacillation also between the sound of i in 'pit• and e in 
'met' in many Bantu tongues; but in such cases I prefer to write it as l' or e, according as the 
sound of tlie word struck my own ears or those ot some trustworthy colleague in African 
philology; for in the etymology of Bantu there is considerable permutation between 1' and i when 
they are unstressed. 

The stress mark is-, and the unslress �. Neither is employed unless the pronunciation of the 
vowel is exceptionally deep or light. The accent or pitch of the voice is indicated by '. This 
is so normally and frequently on the penultimate syllable that the accent is only i;mployed when 
an exception to the prevailing rule in Bantu transfers the voice-pitch to the first, last, or other 
syllable than the penultimate. Monosyllables arc not accented unless uttered with vehemence. 

The ordinary high and low voice tones in speaki�g I ;.;J · � _ l are best shown by employing
...... 

the accent ' for the high lone and ' for the low. The other tones of the speaking voice so prominent 
in the £ast Asiatic or \Vest African languages arc unrecorded in connexion with Bantu (wherein the 
manner of speaking more resembles the European mean than the voice production of Hottentot and 
Bushman, of\Vest Africa, or Eastern Asia), and it is not necessary to provide for them in this work. 
The use of the high and low tones of the voice for purposes of etymological distinction is not 
common in Bantu and is only observable (perhaps) in the Becuana group and most markedly 
in the Panwe languages of the north-west Bantu area. Even here they scarcely come within 
the scope of the present work, which is not so much a pronouncing dictionary as a treatise of 
comparative philology. In the case of the southern Nigerian tongues, the discrimination·of tones 
in language transcription is of great importancc.1 

The conventional symbols o and !t stand for 'male' and 'female'· The ei;sential and (in nouns) 
virtually unchangeable root of the word is printed in heavier type where it is necessary to hold 
it in view; com;cquently the ·reader will regard the lighter-printed syllables as changeable 
excrescences on the main concept-prcprefixes •, prefixes, suffixes, and infixes. When there arc 
articles or preprefixes present in a language they arc usually, but not always, given in these 
vocabularies, so that the Bantu word takes its fullest form. •nut when in ordinary pronunciation 
the preprefix is dropped, the word is printed with only its customary class prefix (if any). 

The plural forms of the nouns are separated from the singular by_ a semicolon and begin ,,..'ith 
1 A reference on this point might be made to my Pho11rtic Sj;ellin.1; (Cambridge University Press). 

The tones of the South .Kigerian languages have been accurately described in �·Jr. Northcote Thomas's 
recent works (Harrison & Sons, and' Man', R.A.I.}. 

• The preprefix: is the vowel or syllable which precedes the actual prefix.

r 
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a minuscule letter. Frequently only the plural prefix is given, the rest of the word being the 
same as in the singular. \Vhen this plural prefix replaces a detachable prefix in the singular, 
it is followed (unless the whole word is printed) hy a hyphen H; where the plural prefix is 
super-imposed on the singular form of the noun {which may be the bare root-word or retain 
its singular prefix), the plural prefix is follov,·ed by a plus sign ( + ), unless for the reader's 
special convenience the whole of the plural form is printed. When it is necessary to draw special 
attention to the plural form of the word, which may-very rarely-differ in slight degree from 
the root of the singular, the abbreviation pl. is prefaced. The hyphen preceding or following 
a word means that the root form must be preceded or followed by some varying detachable prefix 
or suffix. Variants of what is substantially the same term are separated from one another by 
a comma only ; quite distinct words by a full stop. Figures and letters in brackets are the 
distinctive number of a dialect, a peculiar word 01· two of which may he quoted as a variant, if 
it is not sufficiently distinct from the dominant type of language to be represented in a separate 
column. But figures may also indicate noun classes when connected with demonstrative pronouns. 

As many equivalents as possible arc given for the one English term or concept, provided 
their composition bears on the etymological connexions between the Bantu languages. Ordinarily 
the most commonly used word is printed first; but hecause the reader from a partial knowledge 
of any of these languages here illustrated does not recognize an equivalent of the English test 
word he must not be in a hurry to conclude that this equivalent does not exist; for it may be scarce, 
recondite, 01· archaic, and thus have escaped his notice. Great care has been taken to attribute 
to no language or dialect words the existence of which cannot be attested; but it may often 
he only among the wise men or old women of the tribe that the word is remembered or rightly 
applied. These vocabularies are intended primarily for P/ymological purposes, and do not 
necessarily represent the most modern and current form of speech, but all the words known to 
be or to have been in these Bantu languages since they first came under observation; just as English 
or French might be illustrated by selections from the recorded speech of the three last centuries. 

The gaps in the columns mean that the author has been unable to find an equivalent native 
word, either because of the still very faulty nature of our records or because the concept is lacking 
where the language is spoken. In a very few cases the whole of the columns attributed to 
a form of speech may be blank. This provision of space serves a double purpose: it draws 
attention to the exact lacunae in our knowledge and may perchance stimulate research ; and it 
provides the necessary room for filling up these vocabulary forms completely in course of time 
and in later reprints. The name of the scarcely known language or dialect at the head of the 
column records its attested existence as a Bantu tongue; and. one object in the setting forth of these 
276 languages and dialects has been to place before the reading world as complete a list of known 
forms of Bantu speech as possible.' It is probable, indeed, that scarcely one distinct Bantu language 
now remains unlisted in this book under some fairly accurate and locally recognizable name,' even 
though from deficient information I may not have enumerated all its dialects. As regards 

' naming the langtiages, I have got as near as l could to the local designations. \Vhere this was 
not possible, or it was vexatious to set aside some name long-established in European mouths, 
I have chosen the term most likely to lead the inquirer to the spoken tongue or to its printed 
records in literature. · 

On referring to such tor verification ot my own version, a reader may chance to observe 
that the original European or American authority spells the word differently to its form in my book. 

1 The largest number illustrated in previous works is fifty-six. :\1 y total is approximate, as it is not 
always easy to decide the separation between a language and a dialect. In all about 276 forms of speech 
arc catalogued in the following vocabularies, and about 270 are illustrated. The specimens of Semi
Bantu are additional. 

·• 
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In such cases I have departed from the original spelling in favour of my own phonetic system, 
in order not to puzzle my readers by perpetually varying methods of sound-representation; 
or because I knew the other author's version to be incorrect in the light of later research. It 
must be borne in mind that I have travelled most extensively over Bantu Africa between r882 and 
1907, and have put many orthographies to the test as regards local native pronunciation. Yet 
I respect other people's version oJ a word which may differ from my own (unless palpably an 
error in hearing, writing, or printing), and give, if need be, the alternate version. Similarly, should 
any very critical person peruse these vocabularies and find minute differences between the words 
here recorded and those he has been accustomed to hear pronounced in Africa, let him not 
too rashly conclude that I am wrong: we may both be right, but the critic may have listened 
to a different dialect or to a more precise or more careless speaker. Some of my own early work 
of the 'eighties in Bantu or Nilotic transcription was at one time hastily condemned as inaccurate 
by other philologists following in my tracks, and for many years I sat meekly under their rejection 
of my version, until fuller information came along (or previously buried work was unearthed), and 
I was found to have been right after all : it had merely been the case of a different dialect or 
a speech wrongly named, but genuine under another designation. Similarly, I have in this book 
resuscitated and rehabilitated the work of half-forgotten pione·ers by transferring the vocabularies 
they had wrongly named or wrongly placed to their right titles and geographical allotment. 

The Bibliography which follows these language illustrations recounts in detail the sources 
of my information. For convenience of classification I have arranged the Bantu languages into 
forty-six groups distinguished numerically by letters of the old alphabet. The formation of the 
groups is guided mainly by interrelationships, and a little b y  propinquity; their sequence is geo
graphical, and commences in the north-east of the Bantu field with the most archaic and primitive 
examples of this speech family-the languages round the Edward, Albert, and Victoria Nyanzas. 
The course followed thence is southward and eastward down through East and East Central 
Africa to Zululand and Cape Colony, and back northwards into the western parts of Central Africa 
till the survey ends with the Island of Fernando PO. 

The following is a list of the groups for convenience of reference: 

BANTU: 
Group A. The Nyanza Languages 

" B. The \Vunyamwezi Languages
" C. The British East Africa Languages
" D. The Kilimanjarw Languages
,. E. The �ambala Langua�es
,, 

F. The Za11gian Languages
,. G. The Usagara-Ug<ogw Languages
" IL The Upper Runji Languages
" I. The Lower Rufiji-Ruvuma Languages

J. The North Ruvuma-North-east Nyasaland Languages
" K. The Ukifiga Languages
,, L. The Tafiganyika-Bafigweulu Languages
" M. The North-west Nyasa Languages
,, N. The Ya<l)•Ngindw Languages
" o. The Mo�ambique Languages

P. The South Nyasaland-Southern Rhodesia Languages
,. Q. The Pungwe-Sabi Languages
" R. The Ma�ai'igane-lfonga I;anguages

II 
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Group 
" 

,, 

" 

" 

,, 

" 

,, 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

,, 

" 

" 

,, 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 
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S. The Becuana-Transvaal Languages
T. The Zulu-Kafir Languages
U. The West Central Zambezia Languages
V. The Western Zambezia Languages

\V. The North-west Zambezia Languages
X. The South-west Africa Languages
Y. The Aiigola Languages
Z. The Kofigro or \Vesternmost Congoland Languages

AA. The South Congoland (Luba-Lunda) Languages 
BB. The Upper Kwafigw Languages 
CC. The Kwafigw-Kasai Languages
DD. The Central Congoland (Luafige-Lwmami) Languages
EE. The Middle L<oJmami Languages
FF. The Elila-Lwwa-�ualaba (Bulega) Languages
GG. The Ruwenzori-Semliki Languages
HH. The Upper lturi Languages

II. The Wele-Aruwimi Languages
JJ. The Aruwimi-Lwmami Languages

KK. The North Central Congoland Languages 
LL. The Kwa-Kasai-Upper Wgwwe (Teke) Languages

Ml\L The Central Wgwwe Languages 
NN. The Wgwwe-Gaboon Languages 
00. The Spanish Guinea-\Vest Cameroons Languages
PP. The Manefiguba Languages 
QQ. The Middle Sanaga Languages 
RR. The Pai'iwe (Fang) Languages 
SS. The Kadei-Safiga-Lwbai Languages 
TT. The Fernandian Languages 

SEMI-BANTU: 
Group 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

A. The Cameroons-Cross River Languages
B. The Cross River-Calabar Languages
C. The Benue Languages
D. The Bauci Languages
E. The Central Nigeria Languages.
F. The Twgwland Languages
G. The Senegambian or Guinea Languages

For the convenience of readers I append in an abbreviated form the scheme of phonetic system 
of spelling adopted in this book. 

Consonants: m, b, v, p,j, and w; n, d, t, s, z, r, l,,1, andy; It, g, k, as in English; c like English 
ch; x like ch in 'loch' or in German machen; :f like German ch in ich, lichl (almost English sh); 
y (Greek gamma) like gin modern Greek or the French r grasseyi or the Arabic gltain; I= English 
sh; :; = English zh or French j; <t = English th in 'that', and t, = English th in 'think'; and n ,.., 
the ng in' ringing'. The denial click in Zulu-Kafir is c, the alveolar�, the palatal�' and the lateral;.

Vowels: tt = English a in' father'; a, the sound of u in 'but'; «, the sound of tt in 'gather', 
'hat'; e = e in 'met', e = e in 'fHe ', i:'= e in 'there'; r = i in ' hit'; i, i: = i in 'ravine'; o = o in 
'not', ii= o in 'store', fAJ = o in 'bone', <J = u in 'burt'; u = u in 'pull', u = oo in food', ,, .., 
French u. 

II 
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ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LAN GU AGES 

TOGETHER WITH DEFINITION OF GEOGRAPHICAL ALLOTMENT OF EACH TO?\GUE 
AKD EXHIBITION OF PREFIXES AND CONCORDS 

GROUP A 

THE NYANZA LANGUAGES 

Smi-<;J-:OUP A r KoNJcn 
, . Olu-konjc., 

SlJH·GROUP A 2 NYORO) 
2. Uru-nyorc.>

English 

Adze ... 

Animal, wild 
beast 

Ant 

Ant, white 
(termite) 

Ape (chim
panzi or 
gorilla) 

Arm ... 

Arrow 

, . 

Olu-konjw 

E-suka; csi
suka

Eny-ama

1\1 • bali ; pl. 
csim-bali. 
N-swki

Emi-lui'igul\t 
(pl.) 

2 a. Ru-gttiigu

2. I 2 a. 

\ Uru-nyorw

I 

Ru-gui'igu 

l ____ I -
En-cwai'iku. 
Em-baizi 

Eny,ama. 
t::ny,emera. 
Eki-sorw 

Eny-ama. 
Ny-emera 

Wru-hazi; cm- N-kwiri 
pazi. Wmu-
zigya; ba-

En-swa. N-kuyege
(Ki-swa = a 
termite lu'/-
lock). 
Eii-kubebe 

Eki-tera; cbi-. I-sike. Eki-kuya 
1\1-pundu Eki-kuya; cbi-

Wku-bc..kw Wmu-kwnw; 
emi-

Wm_u-swa ; Wmu-tegw; 
cm1-. emi-. 
Eki-korw; t:bi- Wmu-swgi. 

Wmu-kamw 

nu-swgi 

2 l,. Ru-kyc.,pi 
2 c. Uru-torco (Ru-soiigora, Ru-ire.,, &,c.) 
2 d. Wru-hima 

--- --- -- -- -----

2 b. z c. 2 d. 
Ru-kywpi Uru-torw Wru-hima 

I (Ru-soiigora 

I __ 1
,mdRu-irc.,, &,c.)I ___ _

Eny-ama 

Wmu-kwnc., 

Efi-gwwe 

En-cwafiku 

Eny-emera. 
Eny-ama 
Efi-kura 

Em-pazzi 

En-pwa 

Ki-tera. 
Eci-kuya 

Wmu-kc.,nw 

Wmu-swgi 

Eny-emera. 
Eny,ama 

Ein-pazzi 

En-swa 

Yi-siki 

Wmu-kwnc., 

Wmu-ambi 

� 
Axe ... 

E-kimara.
Wmw-ambi

Em-basa ; pl. Eny-anzi. 
esiom- Em-paiigw. 

M-pai'igw E-haiigu ; pl. 
m-pai'igu

Em-pafigw 

Baboon 

Back ... 

Banana 

Beard ... 

Bee .. . 

Belly .. . 

Efi-gerebe; 
csioii

Wmu-goiigw 

Wbu-kamata 
ama-kamata 

Esion-deru. 
(one hair of= 
Wnu-leru) 

En-zwki; 
esion-ziuki 

En-demu 
£11-kwbe Ki-guri ; bi-

Wmu-gofigw. Ma-vega. u.)mu-goi'igw 
Eki-bega l\l u-goi'igw, 

Ki-buni (loins)
.Eki-twke; ebi-. Ki-twke; bi-. Eki-twke 
Eii-konje N-gonja

Wmu-leju, ,tu-redu, 
Ebi-reju Mu-redju. 

(Ji-miri juiika 
= one liai,- of 
beard) 

Wmu-ledyu 

En-jc.,ki K-wkyee ; pl. En-jwki

In-daor A-:n-da. tn-da 
Bu-kwle. 

b-wkyee.
:\tu-dii En-da 

Olu-isira 

Efi-kerebe. 
Em-pundu 

Wmu-gofigw 

Eki-twke 

Wmu-ledyu 

En•jQ)ki 
Em-buri 

En-da 

Efi-k..,be 

Wmu.goiigw 

Eci-tc..ci 

Ebi-rezu 

En-zwki 

En-da 

E 

, '' 
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I. 2. 

English Olu-konj<o> Uru-nyorc.> 

_____ I --

,I ::---1 ;;-� �-1- 2d. 

Ru-gufigu Ru-kywpi Uru-to

�

w Wru-hima 

I 
(Ru-songora 

_.,__ __ ---�I __ __ _ _____ andRu-irw, &--c.) 
__ _ 

Bird ... 

Blood ... 

Body ... 
Bone ... 

Eny-c,myi; 
esiony-. 
Uny-uni. 
:"11u-isiindi 

Wmu-sasi 

Eny-c.>nyi 

E-sagama.
E-samaga

Wmu-biri Wmu-biri 
Eri-kuha; ama- F.-gufwa, 

Borassus palm Eci-kc.>ga 
1-gufa; ama

Aka-tugu;oobu-.

Bow ... 

Bowels 
Brains 

Eki-kwga
Wbu-ta; ama- Wbu-tta; 

Aman-da 
Wb-oi'igw. 

Esion-cuere 

ama-tta 
Ma-ra (pl.)
Wbw-ofigw 

Breast (man's ) Eki-kuba Eki-fuba 
Breast Eri-bere ; ama- I-were ; ama· 

(woman's) 
Brother 

Buffalo 

Bull ... 
Buttocks 

Canoe 

Cat 
Charcoal 
Chief ... 

Child ... 

Cloth ... 

Cold ... 

Country 
Cow ... 

Wmu-hara or Omw-ana-wa-idw 
Omw-ana-w-etu Wmu-genzi. 

Em-bwgw; 
esiom

Wwa-nyina. 
Mu-nyanya. 
B-ene (pl.) 1

Em-bwg<o> 

En-de e-nume E-oimi, Numi 
Ebi-kalerw Ebi-bun<o> 
(j>/.),Eri-takw; 
ama-(o/ beasts) 

Wbw-atw; am- Wbw-atw 
atw 

Aka,jai'igw 

Wmu-kama; 
aba-

En-jafigu 
Ama-kara 
M u-bitw. Wmu
kamwa; aba-. 
Wmu-nyorw. 
Wmu-lemi. 
Wmu-kungu 

Omw-ana; ab- Omw-ana 
ana. W-lume- ,, wm-wj<o>=� 
keke �- Aka- ,, mu-tw = � 
mu-keke= in-

/rm! 
Wmu-tanda. 

Omw-enda 
(cotton) 

Em-behw. 
Wmu-rombe 

Eki-taka 
En-de e-sigija 

Wmu-tanda 
(cotton). 
Oru-goye 
(bark) 

Em-beh<,> 

En-si 
En•te e-zigija 

Kiny-wni ; bi- Eny-wnyi 

Mu,sagama E-sagama
or Mu-samaga 

Mu-biri Wmu-biri
Ki-gufwa ; bi-

Ka-tugw 

Hu-ta ; ma-ta Wbu-ta 

Dw-oi'igw Wbw-oi'igw 

I-weri; ma-veri I-bere

Eny-wnyi 

E-sagama.
E,samaga

Wmu-biri
I-gufwa ; ama-

Aka-kc.>ga 

Wbu-tta 

Wbw-ongw 

Eki-fuba 
I-were

Eciny-wnyi 

E-sagama

Wmu-biri 
I-guffa

Aka-tuga 

Wbu-ta 

Ww-ofigw 

Eci-fuba 
I-bere

Mw-ana-wa-ici Omw-ana-mau Omw,ena-wc-itw Omw-ene-w-es) 

Em,bwgw 

Gi-numi 
l\i-nyc.> (pl.)

Bw-atco; pl. Bw-atw 
g-atco 2 

:'vTu-kama 

:'llw-ana Omw-ana 
,, ob'-saiza=� 
,, mu-tw = � 
Mu-hal<o> 

Ng-oyi (cotton). Ru-buku 
Lu-vug<o> 
(b,irk) 

Ky-alw 
En-te gi-za
gidya 

En-te 

Em-bwgw 

(Ente)eci-nume 
Ebi-buow 

Obw-atco 

En-jaiigu 
Ama-kara 
Wmu-kamwa 

Omw-ana 

Wmu-tanda. 
Oru-goye 
(bar,(•). 
Oru-kc.>zi 

Em-behc.> 

En-si 
En-te e-bugu-
ma 

Em-bwgc.> 

E-nimi
Ebi-bunc.>

Wbw-atw 

En-zaiigu 
Ama-kara 
Wmu-kama. 
Wmu-bitw 

Omw-ana 

Wmw-enda 

Em-behw 

En-si 
En-te e-zigiza. 
N-gabe,
N-gcobe.
Ki-gab<o>

1 n-ene is the equivalent of tlte B-ena (Ba-ina)further south, meanin;.:' kinsmen', 'bretlirm '.
2 Perhaps tl1is is a slurring· of Gama-tc.> : 11ide Lu-masaba. 

.. , .. 

... 
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English 

Crocodile ... 

Day ... 

Devil, evil 
spirit 

I. 

Olt1-konjc.o 

En-dio:,ka 
(make). 
I-hondiie

Ki-rc.o.
Bu-hifigi. 
Omw-esi, 
Omw-ise (= 
daylig'ht) 

Wmu-limu; 
aba-

Doctor (medi- ?v[u-kumc.o 
cine man) 

Dog ... 

Donkey 
Door ... 

Dream 

Drum ... 
Ear 

Egg 

Elephant 

Excrement 

Eye 

Em-bwa; 
esiom-

nu-seku. 
Wl-uyi, 
R-uyi; pl.
csiony-uyi

En-dc.otw

Efi-gwma 
Wku-twe; ama-
twe 

Ere-ye; ama-yi. 
Eri-bui 

En-zwgu; 
esiwn

Ama-gedzie. 
Ama-vezi. 
Ama-idzai 
Er-isw 

Face, forehead Wbu-su 
Fat Eki,sawu. 

Arna-guta (oil, 
butter) 

Father Tata. 1-se. 

Fear ... 

Finger 

Fire 
Fish 

Foot 

Forest 

E-sa

Eri-saga 

Wmii-nwe ; 
emc-. 
Wmu-rwtw. 
Eki-kum<,,> 

Wmu-rir<0 
Eyi-swe; 

esi-swe. 1-sui. 
I-sum bi; esi

Eki-sandw.
Wku-gulu

Wmu-situ.
Olu-lofige

GROUP A: NYANZA LANGUAGES 

2. 2 a. 
Uro-nyorc.o Rt1-gufigu 

En-fambia. 
Em-pyw 

Gi-ny<0nigim 

Eki,ro:,. 1-zcoba :\fu-ki-rc.o. 
Wmu-sana Ki,r,.,; ebi-rw. 

Wmu-cwesi ; 
aba-. 
Wmu,zimtt; 
aba-

Wmu-funlu 

Hafigwe 

Em-bwa. 1\.1-bweni 
Eki-bwa (a big 
dog) 

Efi-kaina 
Wru-bigi ; pl. :\fo.zigc.o 

em-pigi 

En-dwtw. K-dwsiri 
Eki-r<0tw 

Efi-gwma Efi-gwma 
Wku-tu;ama-tu Ku-tu; ma-tu 

Ei-huri ; ama- I-huri; ma
buri 

2 b. 
Ru-kyo:,pi 

Em-bwa 

Efi-gwma 
Wku-tu 

Eii-jwjw N,zuzw; N-jejw N-jwju 

Ama-zi :\fa-bf 

.Er-i��; R-iso:, ; ma-isw Er-isw 
ama-1/i"' 

Wbu-sw Bu-sco 
Eki-faju ; ebi-. Ma-savu 
Ama-gita (oil, 
&--c.) 

Tata. 'Sw. 1-se. Tata 
J-se-nymwe
(my). 1-si.
I-Sc.,

Efi-kise. 
Wku-tina 

A-tinyiri 

Wbu-sw 

Tata. Baba 

Wru-kumw; efi- Lu-galw. Kalco Wmu-kumw 
Eki-ara; eby-
(Eki-saiza =
tlzumb) 

Wmu-rirc.o 
En-cui 

i\Iu-lir<0 
N-tui 

Eki-refige. Ki-refige. 
F.ki-gere ; ebi- Ku-gulu 

Eki-bira Ki-bera 

Mu-rno 
En-cii 

E-kigere

2 c. 

Urt1-toro:, 
(Ru-sofigora 

a,utRu-iro:,, en.) 
I

47 

2 d. 
Wru-hirua 

En-sambia En•siimbia 

Eki-rw, Eci-rw Eky-irc»; ebi-

Wmu-cwesi Wmu-cwesi 

Wmu-fumu 

Em-bwa. 
Eki-bwa(ab1g 
dog) 

Em-bwa. 
Eki-bwa (a big
dog) 

Oru-bigi ; eny- Oru-higi ; eny-
igi igi 

Efi-gwma 
Wku-twe or 
Wku-tuitu 

1-buli

En-dijaba, 
En-dreba 

Ama-izi. 
Ama-tutorc.o 

Er-isw 

Wbu-sw 
En-siizu. 

Ama-vutta, 
Ama-futa 

Tata. 1-se,I-sc., 

Wku-tina 

Oru-kumw or 
Wdu-kumw 

u)mu-rrw
En-cu. En-fwi

Eki,gere; cbi

Eki-bira 

En,dwto:, 

Efi-gwma 
Wku-tu; ama-tu 

Ei-huri 

En-zwzco 

Ama-zi 

Er-isw 

Wbu-sc., 
Eki-sadzu. 
Ama,zita 

Tata, I-se,I-s<0 

Wku-tina 

Wru-kumco; pl.
ei\-kumco. 
Eki-ara 

Wmo-rrco 
En-tchu or 

En-cu or 
Em.fit 

Eki-gere; ebi-

Eci,bira 

E 2 
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English 

Fowl Frog Ghost ... 
Giraffe Girl Goat ... 

,, (he) ... 
" God (she) ... 

Grandparent 
Grass ... 

Ground Ground-nut 
Guinea-fowl Gun Hair ... 

Hand ... 

Head ... 

Heart ... 

Heel 

Hide 

Hill 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

I. Olu,konjw 2d. Wru-hima 
I

I 2a. 2b. 2c. Uru-nyoroo Ru-gufigu Ru,kyoopi I Uru-torw • (Ru-sofigora 1' andRu-irw, &c.)
------ ---�--------------�-----Efi-gwkw Eki-tere Wmu,limu; aba-

Em-buri, Embuli ; esiom·. Em-bene 'f; pl. esem-bene Esa-mbiin (6). Em-faya 
Ru-hafiga or Du-hafiga I-sekuru
Om-wata. Eki-suki 
Wmu-taka 
En,gaiiga Em-bundu Wlu-yuwiri; csion-ziwiri. Se-siiere. Bu-eya (on
body) Eki-ganza. Eme-niie (i.e. 

fingers) 

Wmu-twe; eme-twe Wmu-tummoo. Wmu-tima Aka-shuirw ; mbuEki-ani. Efi-gc.,ba 
Eki,cwa ; ebi-

Eii,kookc., Eii,kwkw Eki-kere Wmu-zimu ; M U•Zimu emi-. Eki-turu 
N-tuigaN[u,isikiEm-buzi
Em-berabuzi, Em-paya (6). Biiguma (l') Du-haiiga.2 Ka-tonda Is-eii-kuru. N yin-efi-kuru Om-wata. E-tete.Wbun-yansi,Wbu-yausi
I-takaEki-nywbwa
Eki-tajumba Wmu-gafigw I-swki; ama-swki
Eki-ganja. Ebi-ara ( = Jingtn). Efigarw, Wmukwnw (alsolower arm) Wmt1-twe; emi-

:vl-buli 

Ka-tonda 
nu-sibbi. Lu-saka 
I-taka
Nku-jumba ::vru-duku I-swke (Bo-ya,
on limbs)

Ki-ganja. :\Iu-kc.,llc., ; mi-
l\fo-tue 

Wmu-tima. l\fo.tima Wmu-tuma Eki-sinziroo. Ki-sinzirc.> Eki-kofigooijoo Eki-satc.>. Ki-sate.>. Wm-bu. Wmu- N-gc.>zi guta. Efi-gc.>zi (for s!inJ;ing 
in.fantsonback) Eki,swa. Em,bara 

Efi-kookoo 

Em-buzi 

Ru-hafiga 

I-taka

I-sooke

Ki-ganza 

Wmu-twe 
Wmu-tima 

Efi-kc.>kw 
Wmu-zimu; emi-. Wmuzummoo En-tuiga 
Em-buze. Em-penne l' 

Ru-hafiga 2 orDu-hafiga 
Eki-suki. E-swjc.>.E-tete.Em-burara.Wbu-nyasiI-taka. A-hansiAma-kere.Eki-nywbwaEn-tajumbaWmu-gafigc.>1-sc.>ke

Eci-ganza. Wmu-kwnw 

Wmii-twe 
Wmu-tummoo. Wnrn-tima Eki•sinzirc.> 

Ru-hu. ;\-l-pirri Eki-satw 

Efi-kwkw Eki-kere Wmu-zimu; emi-
Em-buzi 

Lu-gaba or l:'\yam-haiiga 
Om-wata. Wbu-nyadzi 
1-takaEci-nyc.>bwa.Ama-kerreEci-kafigaEm-bundul-swke

E<'.i,ganza. Wmu-kc.,nt,) 

Wmu-twe 
Wmu-tima 
Eki-tsintsinw 
Wru-hu ; em-ptt 

Hippopotamus Eyi-sere; es1- En-ju bu M-vuvu
Oru-sc.>zi 
Em-vuvu. En-zubu 

Hoe 1-suka En-fuka. En-sere 
Em,funi 

1 F:min Pasha adds the word vuttc : pedtaps in error. 2 Ru,haiiga also means' skull'.
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English 

Honey 
Horn ... 

House ... 

Hunger 

Husband 
Hyena 

Iron ... 

Island... . .. 

Ivory .. . 
Knee .. . 

Knife .. . 

Lake 

Leg 

Leopard 
Lion 

Lips .. . 

Magic .. . 

Maize ... 

Man ... 

Man, vir. 
Meat ... 
Medicine 
Milk ... 
Monkey 

Moon ... 

Mother 

Mountain ... 

GROUP A: NYANZA LANGUAGES 

Wbw•wki 
Ei,hembe; 

ama-. En•kule 

li-wki
Ei-hernbi

Wb•ukyi 
Eri-hembe; 
an1a

Eny•umba ; 
esiony-

En•zala. 

En,jii. Ka ; pl. 
ama-ka. 
(O•tnba=at tl1c
ltouse of) 

En-jara 

�-umba En-ju 

N,zala En•jala 
En,jera 

Em-piti 
1-ba,Ba (Bano)
Em-pisi M-pici Em-pisi 

Eky•wma, Eki-wma. 
Ec-wma. Wbu-tale. 
M-seke Wmu-siiiga 

Wku-itsinga or Ei-ziiiga 
Eri-tsifiga ; 
ama

Er-inw 
Eri-ru 

Wmu-hamba 

Eii.-gedze 

Wku-yulu. 
M•biindii 

En-gwe 
En-dare; esian
dare 

Wmu-nyu; 
emi-nyu 

Wmu,lwyi. 
Wbu-gaiiga 

Ebi•kusa 

Wrnu-ndu ; 
aba-ndu. 

Wmu-lume 
Eny-ama 

Er-inw 
Wku-jii 

Wmw-ihiu. 
Wmu•horw. 
Wru-gesa> 

Eny-anja 

Wku-guru. 
Wmu-rundi. 
Eki-rumbu 

Eii.-gw 
En-tale 

Wmii-nwa; 
cme

Wmu•rwgw, 
Wbu-ro,gw. 
Ebiarna,hanw 

Ebi,cori 

Wmu-ntu; 
aba-ntu. 

Wmu-sadja 
Eny-ama 1 

Wmu-bazi 
Ma-tai Ama-ta 
Efi-gende;esiofi• Eii•kende 
Efi.gema 

Wmu•gesera, 
Wku-esera. 
Wkw-ezi 
(moo11ligl1t) 

Nya-nsansu. 
Mama 

Wbw,eruka. 
Eri-lambe<>. 
Wbu-rambw 
(? cliff)

Wku-ezi. 
Om,wezi. 
En-zoro, 
(full m(1on)

Mau. Ny(.o)•kw. 
Nyina. Nya•, 
Nya-bw, 6~c.

Oru-pwdzi 

Ili•wma

Ki-siiiga 

El-inw Ja n,jejc.> 
Ku-vivi or Ei• 
vivi,:\fa-vivi 

Ki,ambi Mu-yw 

.M U•saiiga, 
Ny-anja 

Ku-gulu Wku-gulu 

:\-I-iimwa Efi-gwe 
N-tali. ?Simba

Mu•mwa; mi- Wmu-nwa

Mi•swli 

Mu-ntu ; 
ba-ntu 

Mu•saiza 
Eny-ama 

Ma.ta 

Mu-ezi 

Lu•swzi 

Wmu-ntu 

Eny-ama 

Wkw-ezi 

Mama. Mau 

Ru•Swzi 

1 Also: Wmu-nwfu, 'flesh',' b()neless meat'.

I 2 c. 
Uru•tor(.o) 

I (Ru,soiigora 
I andRu-irw, &c.)

Wbw•a>ci 
Yi-hembe; ama

Eki-kuli 
Eny,umba; 
ama-. En-ju, 
EiMjii 

En,jara 

Om-gwirarw 
Em-pisi, 
Em-pehe 

Eki-ooma 

Ei-ziiiga 

Er-in(,) 
Wku-ju, 
Wku,zw 

Wmu-hyw. 
Wmu-tambi 

Eny-anza 

Wku-guru. 
Wru-guru 

Efi.g(.o) 
Eki-cuncu 

Wmft-nwa; 
emi

Wmu•r(.o)ji. 
Wbu-gaiiga 

Ebi-gusa, 
Ebi,ccoli 

Wmu-ntu; 
aba,ntu 

Om-gwirar(.o) 
Eny-ama 

Ama-te 
En-kende 

Wkw-ezi 

Oru-swzi. 
Ebi-rika. 
Oru-waiiga ; 
em-paiiga 

49 

2 d. 
Wru-hima 

Wbw-ooci 
Yi-hembe; ama-

En•zoi 

En-zara 

Em-pidzi 

Ec,wma 

Eki-rwa 

Omw-inu 
Wku.zo:> 

Wmu-siu 

Eny-anza 

Wku-guru 

Efi-gwe 
En-tare 

Wmu-nwa; 
eme

Wmu-rc..>g(.o) 

Ebi-cori 

Wmu•ntu· 
aba-ntu ' 

Wmu-seizi;aba 
Eny.ama 

Ama-te 
Efi-kyende 

Wkw-ezi; 
am-ezi 

1-baiiga ; ama
baiiga

=' 

'" ... ,. 
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50 ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

Englis Olu-konjw Uru-nyorw Ru-gungu Ru-kywpi I Uru-torw 2 d. Wru-hima 
l 

1
• 

2. 2 a. 2 b. I 2 c. I I (Ru-soiigora 
andRu-irw,&>c.) I 

-------''--------------....i.-----------------'-------Mouth Ubw-anw ? Bu-nw? Nail {of finger Eci-ala; ebior toe) Name ... E-rinaNavel... Neck ... Wmu-kundi Ebi-cia. Eii.-goto E-kirw.Wa-miraWmu-huri;emi-. E-nindw

Aka-nwa Ka-mwa 
Ei-bara; ama- I-bara 
Ebi-tyia, Ebi,kya (pl.) F.-kirCll. Wmu-irima E-nyindw

BalagCll l\Iuki•TCI) :Ny-indw 

?lluka-nwa 

N-induNight,., Nose ... Oil palm Ox En-de ; esion- En-te. E-nimi En-te. Korwa En•te 
Paddle Palm wine, beer Parrot Penis ••• Pig Pigeon Place ... 
Rain ••• Rat Rhinoceros River ..• 
Road Salt Shame Sheep .. . Shield .. . Shoulder Sister ... 
Skin Sky ••< Slave .. . Sleep .. . 

Wbu-abu Eii-gahi. Eii-kasi Ama-rwa Eii.-kusu Em-bc.>lc.> 
Bu-gemi Eii-gusu Ei-sulu ; esisulu Eii-guluwe Eri-iba? Em,punu M-punu Eri-iba; ama- E-iva; ma,iva Aha-ndu. He-iisi iba Aha-ntu. Wwa- pre/fa:. Omw-anya. Eki-ikarCll Em-bula En-jura Em-beba;esiom- Em-beba Efi-kura Eii.-kura Eki-sesa. Oru- Eki-saru. si. Wmii-sia. Eky-ambu 

Ma,goiigCll 
N-dakali Em-bewa N-kura Ki-ambu Em-basa En-sera Wmu-handa. Mu-handa Mu-nyu En-sc.:>ni Em-buri. Em-baiigali (? o) Eii-gabCll 

M w-ale-we-itu (i. e. our vir
gin). Mu-hara Efi,gooba. Wmii-nyue Olu•bCllla. Olu-vura M u-iru ; ba-iru. Mu-sana (�) Wtu-lc.> 

1-kuteEki-suraEn-swniEn-tama.Em-paya {o)Eii.-gabwEki-bega.1-bega
N-SCllniN•tamaEii.-gabu 

i\fo-nyanya. !\I w-ana•ma,isi Wwa-nyina orWa-mau Oru-hu. Wmu-biri Ei-guru Wmu-iru Wbu-ru 
Ki-satw. N-g<o>ziKi-gulu
Ku-basia 

N-jir<o>
}Iu-gera 
Mu-handa Ki-sura En-tama 

Ru-hu I-guru
Vi-ame? 

Oru,suga 
I-bara
Ebi-tyia. Oru-tsia Eki•TCI) 
En-te 

Ama-rwa Eii-kusu Em•borw. Eci-bor<o> Em-punu Eri-iba ; ama-Aha-ntu. Wmw-iinya 
Em-bula Em-beba Eki-saru 
Wmu,handa. Wmu-mpaoda En-s<o>ni En-tama Eii-gabw 
Wmu-nyanya 
Oru,hu Ei-guru Wmu-iru Wtu-ru 

Aka-nwa E-n<o>nooI-zina; amazinaEbi-tsia. (Amaraka = tlzroat)2'l yeki-r<o> orNyeci•r(I)Eny-indw
En-te. Eii.-gombe 

(ancient term, 
nearly forgot
ten) 

Ama-rwa Eii.-kusu Em-bor<o> Em-punu Eii-kombe Wmw-anya 
En-zura Em•beba Eii-kura Ec-ambw ; ebi• ambw Wmu-hiinda 
En-swni En-tama Efi-gab<o> 1-bega; ma•Wmu-nyanya 
Oru-h'u; em,pii Aha-iguru Wmu-iru Wtu-ru 

I 
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English 
L 

Olu-konjw 

GROUP A: NYANZA LANGUAGES 

2. 2a. 2 b. 
Uru-nyorw Ru-gufigu Ru-kyoopi 

51 

Uru-toroo Wru•hima 
(Ru-sofigora 

2C. 

L
d. 

I 
andRu-irw, &·c.) 

.- -------------------�-------------�

Smoke· 

Snake ... 
Son,boy 

Song ... 

Spear ... 

Spirit, soul 

Star .. . 

Stick .. . 

Stone .. . 

Stool .. . 
Sun 

Tail .. . 
Tear .. . 

Testicles 
Thief ... 

Thigh ... 
Thing ... 

Thorn ... 

Tobacco 

To-day 
Toe ... 

To:rnorrow 
Tongue 

Tooth 

Town, village 

Tree ... 
Twins 
Urine ... 
Vein ... 

Wmu-ki. 
Wmu-eki 

En-zwka 
Wmw•ana 

Olu-irnbw. 
Eri-wina 
(dancing song) 

(Dmu-ika 

En-jwka 
Wmw•ana. 
Wn,w-wjw. 
Ak-ana; wbw
ana (little son). 
Wmu-tabani 

Eki-zina 

J,tumw; ama-. Ei-cumw 
1-tsummw

Wmu-zimu. 
Aka-horwga 

Eii-gununw ; 
esioii

Omw-igw 

Wbw-c.:>mezi.2
Wmu-zimu 

Eny-inyizi. 
Eny-unyuzi 

Omw-igc.:,. 
Eii-kc.:,ni. 
Ru-himbc.:, (a 
divining-rod) 

Eri-bwe ; ama-. Ei-bare; ama
Eri-gwe 

Eki-tumbi 
Eri-c.:>ba. 

Umu-ise 

En-tebe 
I-zwba 

Wmu-kira U)mu-kira 
Wmu-swni ; Ei-ziga 
emi-(?=shame) 

Emi-hege (pl.) Ama-gwsi (pl.) 
Omw-ibi; Omw-ibi. 
abc-ibi. Wmu-suma 

\Iw-ika 

\].piri l 
Mw-ana 

Ki-zina 

E-fumu

Ny-izi 

Mu-beri 

E-bali; ma-

Zwba 

Ki-ziga 

Ama•g(l)si 
A-iviri

Wmu-higura 
Eki-hifiga 
F.ki-ndu. 

Eki-berc.:1 Ki-berc.:1 
Eki-ntu. Ntu Eki-ntu 

Eii-gafiga 
Ere-h'wa; ama• Ei-h'wa 

E-taba. E-ta.ba

1-gwa

E-taba
Ka-sinse

Munabwiri 
Aka-sanwe. 

Derw. Hati Lerc.:> 

Eri-nc.S; 
ama•nc.:1 

Aka-gere; wbu- Ka-kumu; 
eii-kumu 

Ny•enkya. I-jc.:1 
Lu-leme Wlu-limi. Limi 

Er-inyc.:1, El
inc.:1; am-enc.:1 

Eii-gambc.:1 
Er-inc.:1 

Eki-kale. Wbu- Oru-buga. 
tala. E-tieka Eki-ka. 

Wmu-ti ; cmi•ti Wmu-ti 
Aba-hasa Aba-rofigw 
Ama•sw Eii-kari 

Eki-nywa (?) 

L-inc.:1 ; ma-inc.:1

Ki-kali; bi

Ki-sali 
Ba-longc.:1 
Efi•kali 

\lw-ana 

1-cumu

Ny-ezi 

Mw-ig(I) 

Ru-befigu 

I-zwba.
Umu•sana
( = daylig!tt)

Eki-ntu 

O-rimi

Omw-ika 

Eki-zinna 

1-cumw

Omw-oyc.:1 

Eny•inyuzi 

Eii-kwni 

E-wie, Ei-bwe;
ama-. Ei-bare

En-tebe
l•zwba

Er-izi ; ama-izi 

Ama-gwsi 
Wmu-summa 

Eci-ntu. Ntu 

Eri-b'wa 

E-taba

Hati. Derw 
Aka-gere 

Oru-rimi 

Eci-inc.:1; 
ebi-in(I) 

E-kka.
O-rrembw

{Dmu-ti. Eci-ti
Aba-rofigc.:1
Eii-kari

Omw•ika 

En-zwka 
Wmw-ana. 
Wm-c.:1zc.:1 

Eci•zinnu 

Ei-curnc.:1; ama• 

Wmu-zimu 

Eny-ony(l)zi 

Eii-kwni 

Ei-bare ; ama

En-tebe 
1-zwba

Wmu-kira 
Er-izi; ama-

Ei•g(l)si; ama
Wmu-summa 

Eki-ntu. Ntu 

Ei-b'wa ; ama-
h'wa 

E•taba 

lVI-buenu 
Oru-kum(I); eii· 
kumw 

W-rrimi

Eri•inc.:1 ; ama
inw 

O-rrembco;
pl. en•dem bw

Wmii-ti
Ama•ha/Ja 
Efi-kare 

1 Cf. words/or' vij)er'. 2 Also the word Wru-wya = ' breatle ', allied to tlte East Ba.ntu root for 'spin't ', •wyw.
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51 ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

Eng u-konjw Uru,nyorw

±·� ,. 
War Oru-hi Wbu-lemu. 

Wbw-emi 
Water Ama-gedzi. Ama-dzi. 

Ama-s,i Ef\-gezi 
Well, source Eri-ziba? I,ziba. Ef\-gezi. 

Kitufi-gezi 
White man Wmu-jufigu Wmu-jufigu. 

Eki-tuku 
Wife . . . Wmu-kari; aba• Wmu-kazi. 

:V(u-ka• (witlt

Wind ... Em-behw. 
possessive pro• 
nou11) 

F.m-behw. 
1-huiiga 1-huiiga.

Wmu-yaga 
Witch 1 Wmn-rwi. Wmu-rwgw 

Wmu-kumw l\1-bandwa 
Witchcraft Wbu-rwi 1-rwgw
Woman Wmu-kari Wmu-kazi. 
Womb En-dii. 
Wood ... Ru-kwe; pl.

esiafi-kiie 
Eli.-kii 

Yam Eki-hama Eki-rali 
Year Omw-aka. Wmw-aka; 

Eri-bwga (= emi-aka 
sproutingcorn, 
new y,:ar). 

Yesterday ... I-jo
Zebra ... En-turege En-tulege 

One -guma, -yuma •IUU 

Two -here, -were -biri, -wiri
Three ... -satu -satu
Four -ne, -nai -nai, -nii.
Five •tanu -tanw, -tanu
Six Wmu-kaga Wmu-kaga 

( f'I. eini-) 
Seven ... Wmu-sanzu Wmu-13anju 

(pl. emi-) 
Eight ... Wmu-nane Wmu-nana 

(pl. emi-) 
Nine Omw-enda Omw-enda 
Ten Eri-kumi 

(pl. emy-enda) 
I-kumi

Eleven E-kumi na ci•
(pl. arna•)

I-kumi n'c-mu
yuroa

Twenty Ama-kumi Ama-kumi
a•bere a-biri 

Thirty Ama-kumi Ama-kumi 
a-satu a-satu

2a. 
Ru-gungu 

Lamagw 
:\Ia-izi 

Mu-zuiigu 
l\lu-kali 

Mu-yaga 

l\fo-lwgw 

:\lu-kali 
E fi-kii 

Omw-aka 

En-tulege 

-mu 
-biri, -wiri
-satu
-nii.
-tanw
J\lu-kaga 
Mu-sanju 
l\Iu-nana 
l\lw-enda 
E-kumi
E-kumi n'em'
:\Ia-kumi ga-
biri 

Ma-kumi ga-
satu 

Forty ... Ama-kumi a-ne Ama-kumi a-nil. :Vla-kumi ga-na 
Fifty Ama-kumi Ama-kumi l\Ia-kumi ga-

a-tanu a-tanu tanw 

2 b. 2 c. I Ru-kywpi l.iru-torw

I 
(R.u-songora I 

andRu-irw, C"c.) I

Wbu-lemu. 
l\Ii-jezi 

Oru-gamba 
Ama-izi. 

Ama-tuiiga 
1-zlba
Wmu-zufigu
Wmu-kazi

Em-behw 

<.umu-lwgw 

Wmu-kazi 
Efi-kii Eii-kue. 

En-13ari 
Eki-rali 
Wmw-aka 

En-tulege 

•mu •mw (Dn-mw)
-bili -biri, -wiri
-satw -13a�u
-ne -na1
-tanw -tanu
Mu-kaga Wmu-kaga
Mu-sansu Wmu-sanju 
Mu-nani Wmu-nana 
Mw-enda Omw-enda 
I-kiimi 1-kumi
1-kuminaki-mii I-kumi n'e-mw

Ama-kumi 
a-wiri

Ama-kumi 
a-�atu 

Ama-kumi 
a-nai

Ama-lc:umi 
a-tanw

1 ' Witch' stands also for' wizard', 'diviner', 'magician'. Tlie better side of' witchcraft' t's
'doctor' 'medicine man', and' m,:dicine '. 'Magic' may aluJ mean' rr:ligion ', 'fetish'. 

2d. 
Wru-hima 

Oru-gamba 
Ama-izi 
Ei-ziba 
Wmu-zufigu 
Wmu-kazi 

F.111-behw

Wmu-lwgw 

Wmu-kazi 
Eii-ku 
Eci-ra 
Omw-aka 

F.n-tulege 

-rniie
-biri
-satu
-nii.
-tanu
Wmu-kaga
Wmu-sanzu 
Wmu-nana 
Ornw-enda 
I-kumi
1-kumi n'e•mUI
Ama-kumi
a-biri 

Ama-kumi 
a-satu 

Ama-kumi a-Di 
Ama-kumi
a-tanu

met wil!t 1111d,' 
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GROUP A: NYANZA LANGUAGES 

English

Hundred ...
Thousand ...

I, me, my ...

I. 

Olu-konjw

Eri-gana 
Eri-gan' nc
guma

Ngie, Njie.
N-, Ndi-.

2. 

Uru-nyorw

I-gana 
Wru,kumi 
(Ka,gana =
10,000) 

2a. 
Ru-gufigu

Ki-kumi
Lu-kumi

Nywwe. N-. Nge. 
•Un. ·ll·. -a-fige ·a•ngc.,

-n-. -a-ge 
Thou, thee,thy Ewe,Tami ! u ..

-ku-. ·a-ye.,
Wewe, W-. Wewe. W-.

-ku-. -a-we. -c., -ku-. •w
Uwe, Ye. A-. Ye. A-. He, him, his Oyu. A-. 

We,us, our
Ye, your, our 

They, them,
their

All 

This, these

That, those

Bad .. .
Black .. .

-mu•. -a-ye -mu-. -e, •Yi -mu-. -c.,di
Sitwe. Tu-.
-tu-. -etu 

Inyue, Inyu.
Icwe, Icii. Tu-. Icwe. Tu-.

Mu-. 
-tu-. -a-itu -tu-, -itu-

Inyuwe. Mu-. Nyuwe
-ba-. -a-nyu

-ba-. -enyu
Aha. Ba-. 

-ba-. ·a-bw
Abw. Ba-. 

-ba-. -a-bu
Bahw, Badi.

Ba-. 
-ba-. a-be.,

-usi,-wsi(ab,c.,si, -wna (b-wna, -c.,na
ey-wsi, g,wsi, y-wna, g-wna,
esi-iisi, ebi-i5si, bi-wna, z-wna,
u>w-wsi, &c.) tu-wna, bw•

oona, kw-oona,
· h-oona) 

Ym-yu, ba-ba ; Ngu-guorm-nu, -noo (wz'tlt class
u>·llw orgu-noo, ba-nu ; gu-noo, prefix)
gi,noo or i-noo; e-nu; di-noo or
ri-noo, ga-nw; di-nu, ga-nw ;
ki-noo, bi-ow ; ki-nu, bi-nu ;
c-noo, si-nw ; e-nu, zi-nu ;
lu-noo ; tu-noo ; ru-nu ; tu-nu;
ka-noo; bu-nw; ka-n11 ; bu-nu;
ku-noo; ha-noo ku-nu; ha-nu

Yw-lia, ba-lia;
w-lia, gi-lia;
ri-ria, ga-lia ;
ki-lia, bi-lia ;
e-lia or yi-lia;
si-lia ; lu-lia ;
ka-lia; bu-lia;
ku-lia ; ha-lia

-bi, -kiroo
•iraiilu. 
G-iraguru

W-nuna, ha- -ri (with
nuna ; gu-nu- prefix)
na, e-nuna;
di-niina; &c.
W-li, w-linya,
ba-li, ba-linya;
gu-li,gu-linya;
&·c. W-gu,ba-
li ; w-gu, e-gi ;
e-ri, a-goo; e-ki,
e-bi; e-gi, e-zi;
o-ru ; w-tu;
a-kc.,; w-bu;
(o-ku; a-hw

•bi 
-iragura
of 11erb)

-bi
(root

class 

zb. 
l{u-kywpi

1-gana

Itwe

-oona

-bi

2 c. IUru-torw I(Ru-sofigora IandRu-irw,&c.) I 

53 

2 d. 
Wru-hima

---------
1-gana I-gana 

Ma-gana
c-kumi

Nyoowe. Ni, N.. Nywwe. N-,Ni.
-n•. -a-iige •n•. -a-nje

Wewe. W-.
-ku-. -a-we 

Iwe, Uwe. A-.
-mu-. -yi

Icwe. Tu-. 
-tu-. •a-itu 

Inyuwe. Mu-.
-ba-. -a-nyu

Aboo. Ba-. 
-ba-. -a-boo

-oona (&c.)

(As z"n Uru
nyoroo; but the
demonstrative 
mts1vering· to
'this here' i's
more often pre
ceded by the
' directive n ' :
Ngu-nu, mba•
nu; iigu-nu,
iigi-nu; ndi-nu,
figa-nu; C"c.) 

Ngu-li, mba,li,
6~c. Ngu-gu,
rnba-bw; Ngu
gu, iigi-gi;
6~c. 

-bi 
-irugadju

lwe. W-. 
-ku-. -a-we

Uwe,Oria.
A-, Ya-. 
-mu-. -ye 

Yitwe. Tu-.
•tu-. -a-itu 

Yimwe. Mu-.
-ba-. -a-nyu

Abw. Ba-. 
-wa-, -ba-.
-a-boo

-oona (&c.)

(III ttdi as £n 
Uru-nyorw).
The demon
strath,e 'that',
lwwever,is -ria
(m-ria, ba-ria;
gu-ria; &c.)

-bi·-· ... 

I 

'" 

_J_ --
... 
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54 ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

English 0111,konjw Uru-nyorw I.l::. 

. ---------

Female 

Fierce, sharp, bitter Good .. . Great .. . 
Little .. . 
Long Male ... 

Old 
Red Rotten Short .. . Sick .. . White .. . 
Above, up, on top Before 
Behind Below, eown Far Here ... In, inside ... 
Middle Near ... Outside Plenty, many There ... 
Where? No! 
Not (witk verb, 

as prefix, in• fir, or sulfi:c) 

,kali, himums -kazi. -isiki. 
and small -tc.,, mu-t<o:>
mammals; -esi• yija, cows; -bu-wuma, CO'Ws 
mulg-oats;·row• ene, ge11e1·al 

•w-ene. -buya-kulu. -nene
-nu.nu. -ke
-de, -le-lume

•tu.ku
-kuhi-aluere. -kc.,oi-eru 

Ah-ese 
Hc-nsi 
E-n<o:>W-mu

-ngiE-ria. Ha-li
I-yehe !
Si• (Si-ndi•, Si-wa-Si-a, Si-tu-, Si-mu-, Si-ba-) 

-ruma (verb),1
-rua. (verb rot>I)-rungi 1 -kuru. -k<o:>tco

-ke. -toitco
-raiha. -hafigu-sadja or -saija

(men). -<o:>j<o:>(cltiMrm).-enume (oxen).rumi (birds)-kuru (mostly
in verbal form)

-tukura('verbal)-juoda (verbal)-gufu. -ihi-rwara (verb)-era, -ruwera
Ha-iguru. Eru-guru Wmu ma-isc.,-ga Na-mbere Eny,uma ya Ha-nsi ya. I-f<o:> Ha-ra Ha-nu, Ku-nu W-mu, Wmrm-da Ha-gati Ha-ihl Ah-eru .jfigi W-ku. Ku-Ii.A-hw. Ha-liN-kaha?Kwaha! Aii.ga!A-a!Ti- (ti, t,,,, ta, ti• tu, ti-mu,ti-ba). -ta-(u-ta-,w-ta,a-ta-, &c.)-bu-sa (cf.Swa•ltili ' Kabisa '.-bu-sa means'in vaZ:n',
'naked') 1 Compare wordj'or 'leopard' in Caga.

2 a. 2 b. Ru-gungu Ru-kycopi 2c. ---, ---2-d. TJru-tor<o:> Wru-hima (Ru-songora I ,mdRu-ir<o:>,&c.) 
-kazi. -zigise.-isiki

-ruruma (verb) -rruma (verb)

-ruiigi•k<o:>t<o:>. -kuru
-tait<o:>. -titir<o:>.-ke-raiha-saija

-ikuru, -kura
-nanata (7•erb)-junda (verb)-gufu-rwaire (11erb)-era (verb)

Ha-igurll 

-rufigi-kurtt. -pafigu,-haiigu-itce, -ce, -cice
-seizi. -irumi,•c.>Z<o:> (chil
dren). -enimi
(orm)

-lkuru
-tukura (•;,erb)

-guffu-ruara (11erb)-era, -wera
(,·erb)

Ha-iguru
Wmu ma-s=ga Wmu ma-sw-ga 
Eny-uma ya Ha-nsi Ha-ra Ha-nc.> W-mu
Ha-gati Ha-ihi Aha-iru Wmw-eru.-iiigi Ku-li, Jla-li. W-ku
Kwaha'. H-ga! 

Eny-uma ya Ha-nsi Ha-ra Ha•n<o:> W-mu
Ha-kati Ha-ihi 
-injiW•ktt. Ku-ria
N-gib�se!

(As i1t nyorc.,) Uru- (As in l,"n:· nyor<o:>) 
-bu-se

2 Cf. Zulu and words for' straight',' building',

I" 
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GROUP A: NYANZA LANGUAGES 55 

I. 2. 2 a. 2 b. I 2 c. 2 d. 
English Olu-konjoo Uru-nyoroo Ru-gungu Ru-kywpi 

I Uru-torw Wru-hima 
I (Ru-soiigora 
j andRu-irw, C"'c.) 

To Eri-1 Wku- Ku- Wku- Wku- Wku-
,, beat ... -tera -tera -tera -tera
,, buy, sell -a�wla, -woola -tunda. -gura -gura -tunda
,, come -asa -ija -ija -iza
,, cut -dura -tema -temera -temera

-bina, -wina -zina, -n-zina -zina -guriika,, dance 
,, die ... -wa,-kuwa -fwa -fa -fa. -akaba
,, eat 
,, give 
"go ... 
,, kill 
,, know 
,, laugh 
,, leave off, 

cease 
,, love, want 
,, see 
,, sit, remain, 

abide 
,. sleep ... 

,, stand, stop, 
be erect 

,, steal 

-lia -dia -dia
-ha (-ba in com- -wa, -ha. -wa, -ha
position) -gaba

-genda •genda. -gya -genda,
-i'igenda

-ita -ita -ita
-kiasi -manya -manya
-seka -seka -seka
-leka? -leka. -siga -leka
•Sima. -yenda -enda. -gonza, -enda. -gonza

-gondza
-lai'igera -boona, -dora -boona. -rora
-ikala -ikara -ikala
-rara -rara. -gwnya -viyama -rara . -gwna

(Eri-rara) or (to pass the 

-!ala n�[[hl), -gwna 
(snore). 
-niama, -bi-
yama? 

-emera. -teka.
-imuka

-ema, -emera
-iba -iba •iba

PREFIXES AND COKCORDS 1N OLU-KONJW 2 

Preprefixes are present in Olu-konjw. 

-dia
-hwa, -wa
-njenda
-ita
-manya
-seka
-reka
-kunda.
-n-yenda

-bc,ma. -dora.
-swbora?

-ikara
-biama. -rara.
-gwna

-ema, -emera
-iba

Class l. Wmu-(concord c"mu-, yw-, u-?) ; 2. Aba- (ha-) ; 3. Wmu- (wmu-, gu-); 4. Emi- (emi-, gi-, 
yi-, i- ?) ; 5. Eri- (ri-) ; 6. Arna- (ama-, a-, ga-) ; 7. Eki• (ki-) ; 8. Ebi- (bi-); 8 a.3 Ebi•(bi-) ; 9. E-, Eyi•, 
En-, En-, Em-, N- (M-) (en-, e-, ey-); 10. Esi-, Esic.:,-, Esiaii-, Esion•, Esiooy- (en-?, esi-?) ; l J. Olu
or Wlu-, Oru-, Odu-, Wnu• (Ju-, du-); 12. Wtu-(tu-); 13. Aka- (ka-) ; 14. Wbu-(bu-) ; 15. Wku- (ku-); 
16. Aha- (ha-, he-); 17, Wmu: (mu-?).

1 The pre/ix above tlie line is the equi1,•alent of the infinitive' to'. The root of the word is also the
form of tlie 2nd person imperative. 

2 The concord particles are shown ivithin brackets and commence with a minuscule and not a capital 
letter. The adjectival form is usually given first. 

3 The 8 a prefix wlzi"c/1 is o--iven lzere, and wllic/1 is prominent in tlze West Equatorial Bantu 
lan,'{ttt1;g-cs, is nothing but tlie plt:ral prefix 8 employed in a collectfre or singular sense: generally witli 
a dmunutive s(r;ni.fication. 

" 
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ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

PREFlXES, &c., 11'< URU-NYORW, URU.TORW, AND WKU-HIMA 

Preprefixes are present. 

Class r. Wmu- (wn1U-, mw•, m-, iigu-, gu-, (l)gu-, www-, (!.)•, u-, a-); 2. Aba• (aba-, ba-); 3. Wmu

(wnrn-, rngu•, gu-), 4. Emi- (emi-, c-, i-, egi-); 5. I-, Ei-, Erl•, Ji• (iu Ruguiigu) (eri- , di-, ri-, Ii-); 
6. Ama• (ama-, a-, aga-, ga-); 7. Eki- or Eci- (eki-, ki-, ci-); 8. Ebi- (cbi-, bi-); 8 a. Ebi, (ebi-, bi);

9. En- (Em-), Eni- (Eny'•), Ng-, Yi-, Gi- (en-, e-, i-, eyi-, gi- ?) ; 10. Same as 9 (concord, en-, e-, i-, ezi-) ;
lJ. Uru-, (Dru-, Odu- (oru-, du-, ru-); 12. Wtu-, Utu- (wtu-, tu-); 13. Aka- (aka-, ka-); 14. Wbu- (wbu-,
bu-); 15. Wku- (wku-, ku-); 16. Aha- (aha-, ha-); 17. Wmtt• (preposition only).

In Uru-nyoroo, if not in the other kindred dialects, an 'honorific' prefix A- would appear to be 
present, especially in terms or titles of address as A-bwki !, A-bw<»li !, A-cali !, A-dyeri !, A-kiki !, 
A-mwti !, &c., &c. The Nya• or feminine prefix is also present.

Ru-gungu and Ru-kyoopi would seem, from the very little we know of them, to agree with Uru-nyor(,)
in prefixes and concords; except that in Ru-gungu and perhaps in Ru-ky<,>pi, the preprefixes are inclined 
to drop out of pronunciation. 

I. Olukonj(,) is spoken in the districts round the south and south-east flanks of the Ruwenzori range,
and west of the Semliki river and of Lake Edward up to the Ituri basin, along the mountains of the 
Cougo watershed southwards to the 1st degree of South latitude. 

2. Urunyoroo is spoken in Ilunyorw, east of Lake Albert and west of the Victoria Nile, Lake Kiwga,
and the River Kafu. 

2 a. Rugungu is spoken in northern Bunyon», especially between Fa jaw on the Victoria Nile and 
Lake Albert, in the district of Maguiigu. 

2 b. Ruky(,)pi is spoken in the Nyorm settlements along the west coast of Lake Albert. 
2 c. Urutoroo is spoken at the south end of Lake Albert (in Busofigora) and in Torw, namely, the 

northern and eastern flanks of Ruwenzori and as far east as the frontiers of the kingdom or province of 
Buganda. 

z cl. Wruhima is spoken in Afikwle and l\Iporulrw, cast of Lake Edward, west and north of the 
Kagera river. 



GROUP A 

THE NYANZA LANGUAGES (continued) 
SUB-GROUP A 2 (continued) 

2 e. Uru-karagwe (Ru-ragwe) 
2 f. Uru-kerebe'

SuB-GROUP A 3 Nol<TII TANGANYIKA 

3. Urunya-ruanda and 3 a Ki-rundi
3 b. Ru-ha or Ru-tutsi (Tusi 3, Ki-jiji)

SUR-GROUP A 4 BUGANDA z g. Lu-ziba (Lu-sinja 2) Ru-nyambii 
4. Lu-ganda (including Lu-sese 4 a and Lu-sc.>ga 4 b)

2e. 
English U ru-karagwe 

Adze ... 

Animal, wild £-nyama 
beast 

Ant ... Em-pazi. 
E-niai'igw 

Ant, white En-swa 
(termite) 

Ape (chim-
panzi or 
gorilla) 

Arm ... 

Arrow 

Axe ... 

Baboon 

Back ... 

Wmu-kwnw 

Omw-ambi 

Em-pasw. 
1-sembe; ama•

Efi-kwwe

Wmu-gofigw

2 f. 
Uru-kerebe 

En-cafikwi 

E-namenswa.
I-ri; ma-ri

Wmu-swa. 
En-swa 

Efi-galw 

Omw-ambi 

Wlu-sinzw. 
Em-bezw. 
E n-sena 

Efi-kwbe 

Wmu-gongw 

2g. 
Lu-ziba 

(Lu-sinja) 
Ru-nyambu 

Wbw,asi. 
E-nyai'igw

En-swa 

Wku-wc.,kc.,. 
Wm-kc.,nc.,, 
M u-kc.,nc., ; 
emi-

Ww-ambi, 
Wmw-abi 

3.• 
U runya-ruanda 

and 3a 
Ki-rundi (R.) 

En-torizw. 
Umu-horw? 

1-nyamaswa.
I-nyama.
Iki,kwkco

En-twzi.
Uru-�i�i

Wmu-swa. 
Urun-swa; 
in-swa 

En-jafigwe 

Uku-bc.,kw. 
Umu-kc.,nw 

Umw-ambi. 
Ubw-ei'ige. 
Umu-tegc., 
(snare, arrow) 

E-senya ; ama· I -suka, In
suka; ama-. 

Efi-kwbe. 
Efi-kende 

I-senyw
Em-pundu 

Om-gofigw or Cllmu-gongc.,; 
Um-gofigw emi-. Un'lu

Banana Eki-tc.,ke; evi- Eki-twke; ebi-. Eki-twke ; ebi-. 
goi'igw; imi-

Egi-tc.>ci; ebi-. 

Beard ... 

Bee 

Wmu-lezu 

En-zwki 
ne -nywki 

Eki-hisye Efi-gamu 
(tree) 

Ebi-rezu 

En-zwki 

N-dedyu,
l\fo-reju

Ny-wki 

Iki-tc.>ke (3 a). 
Um-ilgwi(3a). 
lki-agara (old 
R.) 

ubu-anwa or 
Uby-anwa 

En-zwki. G ru• 
yuki. lJru
zuki ; in-zuki. 
Aka-rnzi (3 a) 

3b. 
Ru-hii. or 
Ru-tutsi 

(Tusi, Ki-jiji) 

In-yama 

En-swa 

Uk,o-wwkw; 
ama-

l:mw-ambi 

Em-pasa; pl.
idzi-wasa? 
I-dzuma

Umu-goi'igw 

4. 
Lu-ganda, 

d Lu-sese 4 a, rm 
Lu-swga 4 b 

E-gya.
Em,bajw

N-sc.,lc.,.
E-nai'igazi

f\ ,sana-fu.
N-sansa.
�-kc.,lcotw.
Em-pazi

En-swa.
N-kuyege.
Ama-guye(p/.)
N-kwenda

E-dzike, I-zike

Wmu-kc.,nw 

Wmu-sale, 
Aka,sale. 
Wmu-tegc., 

Em-badzi. Em
baidi. N-ya
nzi. Em-pasa 

Ei'i-kc.,be. 
);[ -sudde ( 4 b) 

Wmu-gongc.,. 
E-bega.
Ki-dindw (4 b) 

Eki-twke; ebi-. 
Gonja. !vi-bide.
Efi-emc., (4 a).
Ki-gc.,gw (4 b).
Eri-envu;
m-envu
Eki-rebu.Wmu•
levu (4 a).
Eki-rebw (4 b)

Enj-uki

1 Tlie Ki-kerewe of German writers. 2 I11cludi11g the' Ci-zinja' 'Ba,zinza ',' Ru-haya' and' Ki-mweri'
0/ Germrm write1-s. " Includin/( Stanley's' Ki-jiji' and Last's 'Hc.,lc.,hc.,lw '. 

• T!te second or lower word is generally Ki-nmdi. Ki-rundi differs mainly from Ruanda in retaining U and l as
f:rej;re.fi:ces instead of W and E. A few words of tlu dialect spoken by the Batwa or Pygmies in Burundi are
insert<'ll on the authority of Fat/ier van der Hurgt.

I I I 
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English 

Belly ... 

Bird .. . 

Blood .. . 

Body .. . 

Bone ... . 

2e. 2 f. 
Uru-karagwe Uru-kerebe 

En-da ; arna-da En-da. 
Ru-bunda 

Eny-wnyi 

E-sagama

Om-wili

En-wni 

En-sagama. 
Eki-amba 

N-gingc.o

2g. 
Lu-ziba 

(Lu-sinja) 
Ru-nyambu 

Umo-nda. 
Uru-bunda; 
m•bunda 

Eny-uni. 
Eki-kuiigu 

E-sagama

Umu-biri

E-gufwa; ama• 1-gufwa; ama- Um-gufa

Borassuspalm Eki-kwga; eVI-

Bow ... 

Bowels 

Wvu-ta; 
ama-ta 

Ama-da 

Wbu-ta; 
ama-ta. 
Wbw-kc.oma; 
ama• 

Ama-ra 

Wvu-ta 
Wbu-t� 

Urii-ra; ama-ra 

Brains Wvw-ongw Wbw-ongw 
Eki-fuba. Eki-fuba 

lV[a-bere 

Breast(man's) Eki-fupa 
Eii-korw 

I-here; ma-Breast 
(woman's) 

Brother 

Buffalo 

Bull ... 

Buttocks 

Canoe .. 

Cat 

Cattle ... 

Charcoal 

Chief ... 

1-vere; ama

Omw-a-itu; 
av-a-itu 

Em-bwgw Em-bwgw 

Um-rumuna. 
I-lumbu,
Ka-lumbu.
J\fo.kuru

Em-bc.ogw 

E-numi E-nmui. Eki-masa 
Ki-masa

Eki-bunu; evi- Eki-bunu; cbi-. Uru-ende; 
Eki-takw; cbi· m-pende. 

(Nyw = anus) 

Uvw-atw Wbw-atw;ama· Ubw-atw 

F.n-zangu

Oru-gc.o; 
ama-gc.o 

Efi-kama 

Ru-baka; 
m-paka.
En-simba

En-te 

I-kara

Mu-kama. 
;vru-hinda 

Ny-aw, 
l\y-amw 

Ki-remba 

Wmu-kama. 
Wmu-temi; 
aba-

3. 
U runya•ruanda 

and 3a 
Ki-rundi (R.)

E-bondw.
ln-da

Eny-c.oni, 
Iny-c.oni 

Ama-rasc.o 

Wmu·•biri, 
Wmu-wiri 

E-gufwa.
I-gufa (3 a)

Wmu-hettw. 
Umu-kekerw, 
Umu-wangw 
(3 a) 

In-da; ama-da. 
U ru-ra : in-da 

Wby-ongw 
Iki-tuza 

I-were

Mw-ene-tata. 
Umu-saza. 
Umu-hara. 
In-suti (3 a). 
Umu-kuru. 
Umu-ru111una 

Em-bwgw. 
Im-bc.ogw 

Iki-masa. 
In-fizi 

Eki-bunw. 
Ama-takw 
(j>l.) 

l,"bw-atw, 
Uby-atc.o 

En-turn. 
1-tulw.
I-jangwi.
Akany-awu

1-�w; ma-fw
Ifi-ka

1-kara; ama-

3b. 
Ru-ha or 
Ru-tutsi 

(Tusi, Ki-jiji) 

In-da; ama-da 

N-zewa.
Inywni

Umu-wiri 

Umu-hetc.o 

I-wele; ama

Mu-sadza. 
1\-1 w-ene-we 

lki-masa; ivi-

Uw-atw 

Iny-aww 

Iii-ka 

Wmu-tutsi. Umw-ami 
Umw-ami; 
ab-arni. Umu-
tware; aba-

4. 

Lu-ganda, 
Lu-sese 4 a,m 

Lu-swga 4 b 

1-bunda; ama-,
Em-bunda
(4 a). Wlu
butw; em-.
N-da(4 b)

Eny-wnyi.
N-c.oni (4b)

Wmu-sai.
Mu-sahi (4a) 

Wmu-biri 

E-gufwa; ama-,
I-gumba;
ama

Aka-tugu.
Wlu-kwma

Aka-sale.
Wmu-tegc.o.
Bu-tta (4 b)

Ebien-da 

Wbw-oi'igw 
Eki-fuba. 

Aka-ligyi 
I-here; ama-

Mu-ganda. 
Mwa-nyina. 
Mu-tabani 
(4 a) 

Em-bwgw 

En-te sedume 
En-te numi 

Wmu-tulira. 
Ama-takw. 
Mu-fundw 
(4 a) 

Eri-atw ; am-. 
Bw-atw. 
E-bamvu

Ka-yayu. 
Kapa; 
ba-kapa. 
Ka-jangwa 
(4 a). Mu-yai 
(4 b) 

En-te 

Li-anda; 
am,anda 

Wmw-ami; 
ab-ami. Mu· 
kama (4 a). 
wmu-kufigu 

~I I I I I 

-·· 

■ 11 ••• 

·-

•-I I.• ii I 11 

.. 
" 



GROUP A: NYANZA LANGUAGES 

--� 

2 e. 2 f. English Ur�•karagwe Uru-kerebe

Child ...

Cloth ...

Cold ...
Country 

Cow ...

Omw-ana;aw-ana 

Omw-enda;emi-enda 
Em-behc.o
En-si

En-te ; ama-te

Omw-ana.El i-ana 

Omw-enda

Em-behc.o
Eki-alc.o

Crocodile .. . E-mamba En-sambi
Day ... Eki-lw ; cvi-lc.o. Lu-naku ; fl.Om-zana n•naku Wmu-sana

Devil, evil Wmu-zimu Wmu-zimuspirit 
Doctor (medi- A-laguza. cine man) Um-fomtt; Wmu-fttmu. 

Dog ...

Donkey

Door .:.

Dream
Drum ...
Ear 

Egg 
Elephant

Excrement
Eye ... .. . 

awa-Em-bwa; ama-bwa

En-dc.ogwwe

Wmu-laguza
Em-bwa

Ur-ugi; ini-ugi. I-hara. Wmu-lai'igc.o; 1-lembw. erni- Wmu-liai'igw
Eki-rwtw

Eii-gwma Efi-gwma
Wku-tu Wkii-tui; ama-

I-hiili; arna- I-huli ; ama-huli En-sc.odzw; pl. En-zwzunama-swdzw 
Ama-zi
El-isoo; ama-sw El-isoo

zg. Lu-ziba (Lu-sinja) Ru-nyambii
Umw-ana. Um-keremeki.Um-tabari 

Umw-endw.UJu-bttgw 
::\In-iaga
En-si

En-te mu-kazi

En-�ambi
Eki-lw. Wmu•fana

E-mandwa

Umu-gefige (?)Em-fumu 
Em-bwa

En-dc.ogc.obe

·-

3. Urunya-ruanda
and 3 a  Ki-rundi (R.)

Wmw-ana.Mama 

Oru-tabbi. Umw-enda
lm-behw
Wbu-taka. Ikihukc.o, -hugc.,.In-si Efi-ka Iii-ka.Ifi-gabe. A-yimara? Iii-gwna (3 a)
E-zorrc.o. Umu-si; 11mUmu-nsi. Oru-ntaga

(dayliglzt) Em-bandwa,Im-bandwa 
Wmu-pfumu.1-mandwa. ln-daruza Em-bwaorIm-bwa 

In-dc.ogc.obe

3 b. Ru-ha or Ru-tutsi, (Tusi, Ki-jiji)
Umw-ana;aw-ana 

Umw-enda

Im-behoo
In-si

Ifi-ka; pl. ni:ii-ka

I-zuwa. Iki-lc.o;ivi-lc.,. Mu-iisi

I-mandwa

Umu-fumc.o

Im-bwa

ln-dc.ogc.owe ; pl. idzi-dc.,gc.owe Uru-igi; en-igi Wmu-riai'igc.o.

En-dwtw
Efi-gwma
Uku-twi. lli-twi · ama-twi ' 1-huli. I-iiri
En-yiidyu,En-jc.oju 
Ama-zi
El-isw,Ri-i�w

Urw-ugi. I-lembw 
En-dc.otc.o.ln-zwzi Efi-gwma,l:ii-gwma Ugu-tu 

E-gi ; ama-gi

In-dc.otw

lJku-twi; amatwi 
Eli-gi ; ama-gi

ln-zwvu. In-sc.ovuIn-dayi (old R.) Ama-zi. Ama-se Arna-vi
�-ifw _or_ Ej•i�c.o lli-nsc.o; fl.or lc1-c1w; pis. ama-nsw ; a�a-Fw, ebi-c1w 1 Also, Wmu-laguzi; seep. 67.
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----

4. Lu-ganda, 
tlLu-sese4a,an Lu-swga 4 b 

Wmw-ana·ab,ana. 'Ak-ana; obw-ana. Aka-tw ; wbu-N-goye, Wlu-goye. Lu-bugc., Em-peww. Wbu•titi En-si. Ebi-alc.o

En-te cn-dusi

E-gwnya, N,gc.onya Eki-rc.o ( 4 a).Wlu-nakw; c-nakw. Jc.o,Mu-sana (= 
dayliglit) Lubare ; ba +,l'vlu-sambwa (4a, 4 b) Wmu-sawc.,.1Wmu,gai'iga.Wmu-fumu Em-bwa. Wgu-bwa; pl. aga-bwa. Efi-koidi (4 a)En-dwgoi 

Wlu-igi, Lu-gi;pl. cnz-igi Wmu-liangc.o. Wmu-zigw En-dwtc.o 
Efi-wma. N-gc.oma (4 b)Wku-tu; ama•
tw. Wku-tui
(4 a) E-gi; ama-gi.1-gyi (4 a) En-jwvu. En-jc.,bu (4 a).N-dc.,vu (4 b) Emi-zi. Ama-zi.Arna-di (4 a) Er-isc.o; ama-sc.o.D-isw.E-moni (4 a). L-i$c.) ;ma-isw (4 b) 

I --

------.-----!-- - L I I -
,,. 

... 
... 
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English 

Face, fore
head 

Fat, oil 

Father 

Fear ...

Finger 

Fire 

Fish 

Foot ... 

Forest 

Fowl ... 

Frog ... 

Ghost ... 

Giraffe 
Girl 

Goat 

,, (he) 

,, (she) ... 

ILLDSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

2 e. 
Uru-karagwe 

Wvu-so.>; 
ama-sc.> 

Ama-zuta 

M-tata. I,se

Wku-tina 

Wlu-kumu ; 
cii-kumu

Wmu-lilc.o; 
ama· 

En-fwi 

Wgu-gulu; 
ama

Eki-tundu 

Efi-kc.okw 

2(. 

Uru-kerebe 

Wbu-syc.> 

Ama-zuta 

2g. 
Lu,ziba 

(Lu-sinja) 
Ru-nyambii 

Ama-dyuta 

Tata. l-se. 1-sw Tata. lpe. 
I-sc.>

Wbu-tina nu-tini

Eki-ara Eki-ara. 
Oru-kumu 

Wmu-lilc.o Om-riru. 
(Ku-ota = to Um-otw ; 
warm oneself) cmi-otc.o 

N-fwi. En-furn En-furu

Wku-guru. 
Eki-gere 

Eki-tuntu. 
/Eki,bira = 
sacred gro·/Je, 
forest) 

Eki-reiige 

Eki-bira. 
Eci-tundu 

Eii-kc.okw. Eii-kc.okw 
{N-kwkc.>rumi 
= cock) 

Eki-kele ; evi- Aka,kere ; pl. 
ama-kere 

I-tunu

Eki-kere 

Om-simu. 

En-twiga 
Wmu-isiki 

En-twiga 
Wmu-hara; 
aba-

Em-buzi; ama- Em,buzi (pl. 
snme) 

-Em-i;aya.
Ru-sabw.

Bu-guma 

Ki-zimu. 
Om-cwezi. 
Ki-ntuiige 

En-twiga 
Wmu-siki, 
l\lw-ipiki 

Em-buzi 

Em-paya. Em
buzi m,seja. 

Em-buzi mw
epiki 

3· 
U runya-ruanda 

and 3a 
Ki-rundi (R.)

Oru-hanga 

t.;ru-gimbw. 
Arna-vu ta, 
Ama-futa. 
Ama-zigwa. 
Am-eiigwa 
/old R.) 

3b. 
Ru-ha or 
Ru-tutsi 

(Tusi, Ki-jiji) 

Ama-vuta 

Data,Tata.Ra. Data 
�w. Se; aba,se 

Uby,c.oba. Uwu•tina 
Wku-kuiiga. 
Wbu-tina 

Uru•tc.>ki. 
Jki-kumwe 
(thumb) 

Ulu-kumu. 
Uru-twke. 
Eki-dw!e ; iYi-

t.;mu-canwa. 
li mu-lil<» 

Wmu-rirw. 
(Ku-ota = lo
w,1rm) 

E-here. Em-fu. I-vui. In-siwi
J,fwi,Uru,fwi;
in-fwi. Im-
bwga (old R.)

Eki•reiige 

I-;;amba. 
Iki-bira 

Umu-lundi. 
Uku-guru 

Hi-lufigu 

Efi-kwkw. Jii,kwkw. 
(I-sake= cock) (1-kufigulume 

= cock) 

lki-keri lki-kere ; ivi-

Wmu,zimu Wmu,zimu; 
imi-

l.;mu-kwbya. Umu•k<»wa 
Umu-kwbwa 

Em-pe ni, Jm,pene 
Im-pene; pl. 
ama-hene 

I-sutwa. Iseku- Iii-gulati.
rume. Jn-fizi.
lki,hebe (old
R.)

Umu-guma, In-dw(w�a 
Uwu-g-uma 
(old R.) 

4. 

Lu-ganda, 
Lu-sese 4 a,and

Lu-sc.oga 4 b 

Ama-sw. 
11u-enyi. 
Ma-isw (4 b). 
Eki-eni (4 a) 

Ama-futa. 
Ama-buta(4a), 
Ama-savu 
(4 b). 
Wmu-zigw 

Kita. Sebo. 
Tata. Sa-. Se,. 

Tia. Wbu-ti. 
En-tisa 

Wlu,nwe; pt.
e-nwe. Wlu
gal<». Eki•ala.
Wlu-kumco 

(4 a). Du-ala;
pl. nd-ala ( 4 b)

Wmu-lilw. Ka
wai. lKu-cota

to warm) 
Ebie-nyanja, 
J::m-fwi (4 a). 
£m-pune (4 bl 

F.ki-gere.
F.ki-renge(4a)

Eki-bira.
Lu-kwla.
Wlu-kampa

Eii,kcokw. 
Eii-gwkw. 
(Se-gwafiga 

cock) 
Eki-kere 

Wmu-zimu. 
:\I u-dimu (4 al. 
Omw-oyw 

En-tuga 
Wmu-wala. 
:\1 u-hara (-1 al, 
Mu-guna (-1bi 

Em-buzi. 
M-budi (4 a)

- L_I _ _J_! ~~1.. .,~M 1-
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GROUP A: NYANZA LANGUAGES 

English 

God 

Grandparent 

Grass ... 

Ground 

Ground-nut 

Guinea-fowl 

Gun 

Hair 

Hand ... .. . 

Head ... 

Heart . .. 

Heel 

Hide 

Hill 

2e. zf. 

Uru-karagwe Uru-kerebe 

Ru-gaba; 
gaba 

cfi-

Guku. Kaka. Guku. Kaka. 
Tatei'ikulu o. Isei'ikuru 
Maweiikulu � 

F.vi-nyadzi I-nansi

E-zi. �a-haiiki. 1-taka
1-taka

Efi-kalai'iga

F.fi-kaiiga 

F.-huti N-bunduzic.>

I -zwke; cvi- 1-swke 
zwke 

Wmu-kwnw Eki-ganza 

Wmi:i-twe; emi- Wmu-twe 

Om-tuma; 
em-tima 

Wmu-tima 

Eki-sinsinyw Eki-sinsinyw 

Wru-hu Eky-ahi ; chi-

1-wai'iga ; ama- '.\Iu-goiigw

Hippopotamus Em-fiipii En-zubu 
or En-supu 

zg. 3· 3b. 
Lu-ziba 

(I.u-sinja) 
Ru-nyambii 

Urunya-ruanda 
I 

Ru-hi. or 

I 
and 3 a Ru-tutsi, 

Ki-rundi (l{.) j(Tusi, Ki-jiji)
------

Ru-gaba. 
Ka-zwba. 

Mu-ruiigu. 
1-mana.

Ka-tonda Lu-hai'iga

lseiikuru. Kw•

kuruo. Nine-
iikuru <j?· A /so:
Waba,I-,vaba 

Bu-nyasi 1-hamba.
Ubu-atsi 

En-si. r.taka Wbu-taka 
Iki-taka 

Eki-nywbc.,. 
lci-c.,ba. 
lci-ema. 
lci-anza (3 a) 

En-curucumbi F.n-sakara. 
Ti'i-kaiiga. In
doyi (old R.) 

Em-bundudzi Em-bundu. 

Uru-11wke; 
.swke. 
Emi-.sa.si, 
Ama-iia.si 

Eki-ganya. 
Eki-batu. 
N-garc.,

Um-twe, 
Umu-twe 

f fi.gwhc., 
en- ::'llu-tswtsi. 

Umu-satsi. 
Ei-;iaFi ; ama-. 
Ama-sunzu 

Eki-ganza. 
Uru-,ii 

Wmu-twe; emi· 
twe. Umu
twe ; imi-twe 

Ki-mana. 
Mu-lui"igu 

I-zi. Kuki

Imi-sadzi. 
Uru-swiri 

Iki-ganza. 
l,kw-wc.,kc., 

Umu-twe 

Wmu-ganya. Wmu-tima Umu-tima 
Omu-tima, 
Omw-irima 

Urii-hu; em-pii. 
Efi-kanda 

Aka-vaiiga. 
I-guru

En-yubu, 
En-jubw 

Egi-tsintsinw, 
Iki-tsintsinw 

Ii\-kanda; idzi-

Umu- (or Aka-) Umu-swsyi 
swzi; pl. imi-
or utu-

Em-vubu. 
In-tondwme. 
In-vubu (3 a). 
I n-twtc.>mye 

lm-vuvu; idzi-

61 

4. 
Lu-ganda, 

Lu-sese 4 a, and 
Lu-swga 4b 

Ka-tonda. 
Lubare.1
Mu-sambwa. 
Ki-wumba(4b) 

Jaja 

Wmu-ddw. 
E-subi,
F:-suwi.
Ru-sambu
(4 a)

1-taka, E-taka

Eki-nyc.,bwa. 
,, -ny•nwebwa 
(4 a). L-idw; 
ma-idc., (4 b) 

En-kc.,fu 

11-undu

Em-viri, 
Wlu-viri . 
1-swke (4 a)

Eki-ganja (4 a). 
Eki-batu, 
Eki-ratu. 
E-kc.,nw

u)mu-twe

Wmu-tima. 
F.-meme (ster-
1w11t) 

Eki-sinzirw 

E-diba.
Eki-anjw

Ulu-swzi.
(Ugu-swa =
ant hill)

Em-vubu
F.m-bubu (4 a)

Hoe •.. I-gem be? En-fuka 1-gembe?
(old R.) 

In•suka. 1-gembe; ama- Ei\-kumbi

Honey Wvu-wki 

En-fuka.
Ei\-konju

Wbu-odzi we
nz-uki

I-gembe.
1-funi

F.mi-tsama.
Uw-uki

Wvu-c.,ki 

1 In Lu-ganda Wh:-bale also means' skull'. Vide tzole z, f. 48.

Wmu-bisi 

F 
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6z ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

2e. '

1 

2f. I 2g. J 3. � 3b. 1 (Lu-sinja) and 3 a Ru-tutsi, English Uru-karagwe Uru-kerebe Lu-ziba IUrunya-ruanda Ru-hii or 
I I 

Ru-nyambii Ki-rundi (R.) (Tusi, Ki-jiji)
Horn ... ... 1-hembe 

House... En,zu 

Hunger En-zala 
Husband 
Hyena Em-bidzi 
Iron . . . E-dz(o)ma
Island 
Ivory ... 
Knee . .. Eki,ziii 

Knife ... Oru•ii>w 
Lake Eny•anza 
Leg Wku-gulu 
Leopard En-zumura; 

ama-
Lion En-tale 
Lips Wmu,nna; cmi-nna
Magic ... Emi-wadzi 

I-bembe Y-embe; ama- I-hembeembe.Em-pera
1-hembe

En-zu. Wwa- N-dyu, En-zu. En•ZCI), ln-zu, ln-ZCI). (atthehouseof) :--l'•j(o), N-ju Aka-zu. Iki-banda lny-umba 
En-zara 
I-ba (lier).I-ba-ni (my).Ba-rw (thy)

Namwe-birwe; 
pl. naw'embirwe Eky-<o>ma 

En-sadzi. En-Jara Wmu-gori. Om•i>eidya. 1-ba
Em-pisi. Em-pumi 
Eki-Cl)ma ; ebi-

I-ziiiga ; ama- Eki-ziiiga
Eki-zwi Uku-dyui 

Wmu-hy<o>, Wmu-i>i(o) Wmu-iy<o>, Wmu-,s<o>. Em-banda En-anza Eny,andya, Eny-anza 
Wku-guru. Wmu-rundi; l\'\u-rundi cmi-. Wku-guru 
�-dara Efi-g<o>. Efi-goi. En-zumura En-tale En-tale. 
Emi-nwa N-ganzaEki-nwa;

pl. emi-nwa
llu-l(o)g(o). Wbu-wazi. (Bu-gaiiga = Wru-gisa ,t{unpoii•der) 

(l111t) 
E-sonji.In-zaraUmu-gab(o)

In-zala 

Im-pyisi. In- I-fisi fisi. ln-dumba 
(old R.) Mu-cuma or 1-combela.Ebi-iima. I-dzumaUmu-rinda 
(3 a) Eci-rwa Iki-rira 

In-z<o>vu 
Eki-vi. I-bvi Iki-dziii; ivi,ziii 
En-diga. Um-iisw. Eki-homp<o>. In-tambi Iii•g(o)ta Eci•VCI) or Iny-anza. Iki-vu. Iki-taiiga. Wru,::i Tanganyika Wku,guru. Uku-guru; Umu-rundi ama-
En-gwe In-dzumula; ama-. N-gweEn-tare In-tali 
Eme,ni:ia Imi-nwa (pl.)

Wmu•r(o)zi. Wbu,ganga 

4. Lu-ganda, Lu-sese 4 a, and Lu-S(l)ga4b 
N-ombe, Kagombe (!tomas trumpet).I-hembe (4 a).Ej-embe ; ama.embe. L-iga;ma-iga (4 b)Eny-umba.En-ju.N-du (4 b)Em-wamba.(E-ka = lzome)En-jala.N-dala (4 b)Ba-(ba-ze=11�,ba-lcu = tliy,ba,wc = lier).Mu-sadjaEm-pisi.Em-piti (4 b).En-tagyaEki-uma.Ec-uma (4 a). Arna-tale 
Eki-siiiga. Eki-diiiga (4a)Ei-saiiga lie n-j<o>fuE•bvivi ; ama-. Wku-bwi; ama-bwi (4 a).Ki-vu; bi-vu 
(4 b) Ak-ambe; wbu-ambe 

Eny-anja. En-taba 
Wku-gulu. Wmu-gere (4 b).Wku-leiige; 
ama- (4 a) Efi•g(o), En-go!. i\1-para (4 b) Em-porogwma 

Emi-nua (4 a, 4b). Emi-mwa Wbu•l(o)g(o). Wbu-sezi. Wmu-sirisimbi 
(4a). Wbu-gaiiga (.i;ood magic, gunpowder) 

... 

... 
• ;,-..1 f 
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English 

Maize ... 

Man ... 

Man, vir. 

Meat ... 

Medicine 

Milk ... 

Monkey 

Moon ..• 

Mother 

Mountain ... 

Mouth 

Nail (offinger 
or toe) 

Name ... 

Navel... 

Neck ... 

Night ... ... 

Nose ... 
... 

GROUP A: NYANZA LANGUAGES 

2e. 
Uru-karagwe 

Ama-pw 

Wmu-ntu; 
awa-ntu 

Om-zaidza 

Eny-ama 

Wmu-wazi 

Ama-te (Ku-
kama =verb) 

Wkw-ezi 

1'11awe 

1-waiiga

Aka-nwa 

En-zala; evi-

ala 

2 f. zg. 

Uru-kerebe Lu-ziba 
(Lu•sinja) 

Ru-nyambii 

1-lliigwa Eki-cori 

Wmu-ntu; 
aba-ntu. 

Wmu-ntu 

Wmu-seza 

Eny-ama Eny-ama 

Wmu-ti Em-bazi 

Arna-ta Ama•ta 

Efi-kende Eii-kende 

Wkw-ezi; pl. Wmw-ezi. 
am-ezi Ukw-ezi; 

pl. am-ezi 

Nina. Mawe. Maha (livin,t;). 
Nc.>-k<tl Mawe (dead). 

1-banga

Nina, Nyina. 
Nyc.>-kCll 

I-banga,
1-waiiga.
Uru-��zi;

Mu-nwa 
en•�<,)Zl 

Aka-nwa; 
utu•nwa. 
U mu•lc.)mc.) 

Ru-zara; en- Em-pam� 
zara 

J-dzina; ama- I-zina 1-bara
dzina

Wmu-kundi Wmu-kundi Om-kundi 

Evi-dza Ebi-kya (pl.). 
Ama-laka 

Efi-go.>tc,.:, 

(throat) 

Eki-lc.>. Eki•l<,). Eki•lc.) 

Wmu-itumbi. (Mw-irima =
( Wmu-ilima = dtirl.:ness) 
darkness) 

Eny-ind<,) En-indw En-indoo, 
Eny-indo.>. 
Ki-ul<,) 
(nostril) 

3· 3b. 
U runya-ruanda Ru-hii. or 

a11d3a Ru-tutsi, 
Ki-rundi (R.) (Tusi, Ki-jiji) 

Iki-gori. Ma-
nyorc.>nyorc.> 

(umu-ntu; aha·, U mu•n tu; 
awa-. awa-ntu 

Umu-sore. 
I-mana.
Wmu-gabc.>

Eny-ama. Iny-ama 
J-kembwa
(3 a).
I-tambwa
(Pygmy) 

Wmu-ti Umu-ti 

Ama-ta. (Ku- Ama-ta. 
kama = verb) (Ku-kama) 

Efi-kima 

Umw-ezi or Ukw-edzi; 
Ukw-ezi am-edzi 

Mama. Kc.>. 
Mawe. 

Koiya. Mama 

Nyc.>-k<tl. Nina 
or Nyina 

Mu-cam<,) lJ lllll•$c.)Syi 

Umu-nwa Umu-nwa; 
erni•nwa. 
Aka-nwa 

Ec-ara. 
Urw-ara 

I-zina I-dzina

E-zc.>si

E-�orc.> 1-dzc.>lc.).
Ubu-cugc,.:,

1-zuru 1-dzulu

4. 
Lu-g 

Lu•ses 
Lu-s 

anda, 
e4 a,and 
c.>ga 4 b  

Ka-sc.oli. Bi-
dwmia (4 b) 

Wmu-ntu; 
aba-ntu. 

Wmu-saja. 
Mu-sada (4 b). 
Wmu-zira 

Eny-ama. 
En-salwa. 
N-sarua (4a).
E-mamba(4b)

Wbu-sahc.>. 
E-dagala

Ama-ta 

Efi-kima. 
Efi-guku (4 a). 
Efi-kembc.> 
(4 b) 

Omw-ezi. 
M w-edi (4 a). 
Wgw-egabco• 
gabc.>. E-zwba 

Ma-. Nyc.)•kw. 
Nyina 

Wlu--dzi. 
Lu-SC,>di (� a). 

Aka•mwa 

Wlu-ala; 
pl. enj-ala 
Lu-kumc.> (4 b) 

Er-inya, 
Er-ina. 
1-bala (4 a)

E-kundi.
En-dira 

E-ko.>si.
Wbu-lagc.>.
En-singe.>.
Eii-kc.>tc.>. Bi-
kie (4 a). Lu-
kya. En-sikya

Eki-rw. Bu-ire
(4 b). E-tumbi.
(Eki-zikiza,
En-zikiza =
dadmess)

Eny-indc.>.
N -lndw (4 a).
Eny-endc.>

(4 b)
F 2 

tJ 

I I 
---,--I -



ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

-

I2C, 2 f. 2g. 3. 3 b. 4. 
English Uru-karagwe I Uru-kerebe Lu-ziba U runya-ruanda Ru-ha or Lu-ganda, 

' (Lu-sinja) and 3a Ru-tutsi, Lu-sese4a,an 

I 
Ru-nyambii Ki-rundi (R.) (Tusi, Ki-jiji) Lu-sc.oga 4 b 

d 

Oil palm 
En-te En-te Um1sembe. Iii-ka, Eii-ka. Iii-ka En-te. Ox 

En-te Iii-gora (old (Eii-ombe, 
R.). obsolete except 
? Iii-gombe 1 for' lzorn ') 

Paddle Eii-gahi Eii-gahi Eii-gai. ln-gafi. I-gefi ; ama- Eii-kasi 
Eii-gasi 0 ru-pondc.o 

(pole) 
Palm wine, Ama-rwa Ama-rwa Ama-rwa. En-zc.oga, Ama-lc.oha Omw-enge 
beer Lamba In-zc.oga. 

Uru-agwa 
(banana beer) 

Parrot Ki-suku Eii-kuraiiga Eii-gusu, 
Ki-kusu 

Penis ... Em-borc.o Em-borc.o Em-borc.o Em-bc.olw. 
M u-nc.oma(4b). 
Wbu-saji 

Pig Em-bunu Em-bunu Em-punu Eii-gurube Iii-guriiwe Em-bidzi. 
Em-bidi (4 a, 
4 b) 

Pigeon Ek-iba E-nttma. In-zewa E,jiba. 
Aka-niima I-yemba (4 b�

Ka-ibai;
bu-ibai (4 a)

Place ... Aha-ndi Aha-ntu Aa-ntu, Aha-ntu Aha-ndi Eki-fc.o.
Aha-ndu Awii-ntu.

Wmu-tala
Rain En-zula En-zura En-yura; en- Em-vura Im-vula Eii-kuba.

dzura Ma-izi (4 a).

Em-beba 
Ma-di (4 b)

Rat Em-bewa Em-beba Em-beba Im-bewa ; idzi- E-mese. Em-
beba (4 a). 
1\1,pube (4 b) 

Rhinoceros Em-pera Eii-kura Em-pera. Iii-kura lm-pera Efi-kula 
N-kura

River ... Wmu-gera Wmu-gera Wmw-iga. Ec-ambu. Umu-gesi Wmii-ga. 
Ka-iga; tu.-iga Umu,gezi M w-iga (4 a). 

Ki-bale (4 b) 
Road ... Wmu-handa Wmu-banda. Umw-anda, En-zira,In-zira In-jira Wlu-gudc.o. 

(Ru-kongc.o = Umu-handa E-kubc.o.
cattle road) En-jira (4 b)

Salt Wm-c.onyc.o Wmw-c.onu Um,c.onyu Um-unyu :V[,unyu Wm-unyc.o
Shame En-sc.oni En-swni En-sc.oni In-sc.oni In-swni En-swnyi.

Bu-w�mu
Sheep .•. En-tama Na-balega. En-tama En-tama. In•tama En-diga,

(N-gondu = Jii-i,ari ( old Ki-riga.
ram). R.) En-ziga.
(Mu-tama = )J .tama (4 b)
lamb) 

Shield ... Eii-gac.o Eii-gabw Efi-gabw Efi-gabw. Eii-gabc.o, 

1-bega
Iii-gaww Ga-gabc.o 

Shoulder 1-wega; ama- I-bega I-bega; Bega; ama· 

Wm-nyanya. 
ama-bega bega 

Sister ... Wmu-nyanya limu-hara. Umw•i�iki l\.'lw-anyina. 
Aka-lumbu Umu-�iki '.\Ju-hara 

waitu (4 a) 

1 In names of deities Hke Liya iigombe.

,, .,. 

-- ' .. 

... 
I" 



English 

Skin ... ... 

Sky ... 

Slave ... 

Sleep ... 

Smoke 

Snake 

Son, boy ... 

Song ... 

Spear ... 

Spirit, soul 

Star ... 

Stick ... 

Stomach 

Stone ... 

Stool ... 

GROUP A: NYANZA LANGUAGES 

---�---------·-- - - - ---

2e. 
Uru-karagwe 

Eii-kanda 

Wmu-iru; 
awa•iru. 
Wmu-sana 

Omw-ika 

Omw-ana 

Sinna 

I-dzumco.
Ekiw-kulia

Wmu-zimu. 
Omw-oyco 

Eny-enyezi 

Efi-kwni 

I-wale; ama-

Eki-tebe 

2 f. 

Uru-kerebe 

Wru-hu. 
Wmu-bili 

I-gulu

Wmu-iru. 
Wmu-zana 

Omw-ika 

En-zwka. 
Em-piri 
(vipe,-) 

Wmw-ana. 
Wmu-yanda. 
Wmw-wzco. 
Wmu-tabani 

Ru-embw; 
n-embw

I-kyumu

Wmw-oyw; 
emy-oyw 

En-enezi 

Eii-kconi. 
Eki-sanzu 

Oru-fww 

I-bale; ama-

Eki-tebe 

2g. 
J.u-ziba

(Lu-sinja)
Ru-nyambii

3· 
U runya-ruanda 

amt 3a 
Ki-nmdi (R.) 

Oru-hu. 
Uru-satc.> 

3b. 
Ru-hio,
Ru-tutsi, 

(Tusi, Ki-jlji) 

Umu-wiri. 
Iii-kanda 

I-guru.
Evi-re

E-zuru, I-juru. I-dzulu; i-juru
Iki-rere

Wmw-iru. 
Wmu-zana; 
awa-

Wmw-ika. 
Um•co�i 

En-ycoka. 
.M-piri 

Umw-ana. 
Um-wdyco; 
ab-wdyw. 
Wmw-cojw 

Uru-dyefigw 

Umu-hutu; 
aba-. 
Wmu-jii.; 
aba-ja 

E-ti-rco

Wm•wtsi. 
Umu-yc.>tsi 
(3 a) 

En-zwka 

Omw-ana. 
Umu-bufig1.1 

Wbu-zinnu. 
Uru-ririmbco; 
pl. in-dirimbw 

E-dzumu;ama·. E-cumc.,.
I-cumu I-cyumu.

Uru-huka;
im-puka (3 a)

Wmu-zimu;
aba-.
Umu-tima

Eny-enyenyco. Eny-enyezi, 
K-sonda Iny-enyeri. 

Eii-kwni 
In-zatza (3 a) 

Eii-kwni 

Umw-erco. 
Umu-zia 

Umw-wdzi. 
Mii-si 

Umw-ana. 
Mu-huiigu 

I-cumw

ln-sonda. 
1-sata; ma-

lii.•kconi 

Wru-fwa; 
en-fwa 

I-bare; ama-.
Eii-kulugusi

E-wiye,I-buye; 1-liwe, 1-wuye
ama-

Eki-tebe. ln-tebe N-tewe
En-tewi 

65 

4. 
Lu,ganda, 

Lu-sese 4 a, and 
Lu-scoga 4 b 

Wlu-susu, 
Wlu-guta, 
Du-guta. 
E-diba,
E-diwa ; ama
liwa. En-gcozi
(for ca,-ryz'ng
children). 
lr-iwa (4 a). 
Lii-ii; pl. 
em-pii (4 b) 

E-gulu
Wa-gulu.
I-baiiga (4a).
Yafi-gulu (4 b)

Wmu-du.
Wmu-zana

Wtu-lco. 
N'-dw-lco (4 b) 

Wm-uka. 
M-co�i (4 a,
4 b)

Wmu-scota. 
N-ywka (4 b).
(En-jc.>ka =
intestinal 
'Worms) 

Omw-ana. 
Wmu-tabani. 
Wmu-lenzi 

Wlu-imba. 
Wlu-emba 

1-fllmw,
E-fumw; ama·.
E-kc.,ba 

Omw-oyw. 
Wmu-zimu 

Emu-nyenye 

Wm-ugco. 
:Mw-igw (4a, 
4 b) 

Wlu-butw 

Lu-ija. Ej-inja; 
ma-inja. 
Ki-azi (4 a). 
Lu-azi. I-bare. 
M-balebale

En-tebe 

________________ i _J 

., .. 

LI 1-f .~ 

... In-zwka 

.. , 



66 ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

2e. 2f. 
English Uru-karagwe Uru-kerebe 

Sun 

Tail 
Tear 

Testicles 

Thief .. . 

Thigh .. . 
Thing •.. 

Thorn .. . 

Tobacco 

To-day 

Toe 

To-morrow 

Tongue 

Tooth ... 

1-zwwa

Wmu-kira 

Ama-gwsi 

Na-iwa; pl.
nawa-ibi 

Eki-berw 
Eki-ntu 

1-tebe

Bu-enw 

Oru-kumoo 

Ny-edza 

Wlu-limi; 
dimi 

El-inw; 
ama-inw 

Town, village Oru-gw 

1-zwba
(}1a-lai'iga
rara = sun
rays)

Wmu-kira
1-ziga; ama-

Ama-gwsi 

Wmw-ibi; 
ab-ebi 

Eki-berw 
Eki-ntu 

1-hwa; ama-

1-papw

Lerw 

Wbw-ire 

en- Oru-limi. 
1-laka (.f!ullet)

Eli-inw; m-enw.
l-gigw(,no/ar).
I-hon.goo
( toot Ii gap) 

Eki-kale. 
Wbu-kindw. 
I-ka

2g. 
Lu-ziba 

(Lu-sinja) 
Ru-nyambii 

3. \
U runya-ruanda 

and 3a 
Ki-rundi (R.) 

1-zuwa, E-zwba.
En-zuwa. I-zuwa
Sooba,
1-zwba

<.umu-kira Umu-lizoo; imi-
Me-ise gc.> 1-isw Omu-zige.
(water of the lri,wBwzi (3a). 
,ye) Ama-�wzi (pt.)

Ama-gwsi Ama-bya

Wmw-ibi 

Eki-beroo 
Eki-ntu; 
ebi-ntu. 
Idzi-ntu 

1-wa

l-tabe

Mbu-enu. 
Lelw 

Eki-ara 

Wmu-sambw 

Eki-berw 
Eki-ntu; 
ebi-ntu 

Mw-soobe. 
l-gwa (3 a)

I-tabe.
1-fari (old R.)

wgu-m-wsi.
Leru

Eki-gere

Ny-eiikea, Edjw 
N-encea

Wlu-limi ; Eki-rimi 
ndimi

11-inw; am-enw. Ei-inyw,
Ri-inw Ily-inw ; 

am-enyoo. 
Iri-nyw (3 a). 
I-seiige (tusk)

Wru-gw. 
Eki-arw 

U ru-goo ; ifi-gw. 
Eki-kali 

Tree ... 

Twins 

Wmu-ti Wmu-ti ; emi-ti Wm-ti; imi-ti Egi-ti; ebi-ti 

Ama-hat,a. 

Urine ... 

Vein 
War 

Water 

Well, source 

Eii-kali 

Wmu-zi; emi
Ama-dzumu 

Ama-izi 

1-ziwa

Ama-roiigw 

Efi-kali 

Mu-si, Mu-zi 
Bu-lemu. 
Ku-rwana 

Am-enzi. 
Wtw-end.zi 

I-ziba

Ama-hombe. 
lm-paiiga 

Efi-kare. 
Ama-gaiiga 
(animals') 

Umu-tsi; imi
Ku-ruana. 
lki-terw 

Ame-izi. Ama-zi 
Ama-ozi. 
Ame-ndzi 

1-ziba. Y-efigw. 1-sookw.
En-cur<,,> I-liba

3b. 
Ru-ha or 
Ru-tutsi, 

(Tusi, Ki-jiji) 

4· 
Lu-ganda, 

Lu-sese 4 a, and 
Lu-swga 4b 

1-dzua, I-zuwa En-juba.
(Wmu-sana 
= sunlight) 

lki-ntu; ivi-ntu 

I-tabe

Ugu-mu-iisi 

Edzw, H-ezw 

Ulu-limi 

Idy-enyw; 
am-enyoo. 
11-inyw

Wmu-kira 
E-dzigga,

1-ziga

En-jagi. Ama
nege. :\la-i 

Wmu-bi. 
Wmw-ibi 

Eki-sambi 
Eki-ntu 

Eri-gwa. 1-hwa 
{4a, 4 b)

E-taba, Tabai

Lerw 

Ka-niilw. 
Aka.-gere,Wlu-. 
Ki-nw (4 b) 

Jw 

Wlu-limi 

Er-inyw; 
ama-nyw. 
D-inw;
ma-inw.
Ama-soiigeZIII
(incisors). 
Ama-gegc.> 
(molars) 

Eki-buga. 
1\1-buga (4 b) 

Umu-ti; imi-ti. Wmu-ti; emi• 
Iki-ti; ivi-ti 

Ama,dzi 

I-liwa

Aba-lofigw 

Efi-kali 

Wmu-siiwa 
Wlu-talw. 

Wku-lwana. 
Kia, lye (4 b) 

Ama-dzi. Ma-<ii 

En-sulw. 
Wlu-zi. 
Eki-diba 

I• 

.. , 
•·· 

'•• 



English 

White man 

Wife •.• 

Wind ... .. . 

Witch 

Witchcraft 

Woman 

Womb 

Wood ... 

Yam 

Year 

Yesterday ... 

Zebra ... 

One 

Two 

Three ... 

Four 

Five 
Six 

Seven ... 

Eight ... 

N" tne ... 

GROUP A: NYANZA LANGUAGES 

I 2e. I 2f. 2g. -1- 3. I 3 b. 4. 
I Uru-karagwe Uru-kerebe Lu-ziba \ Urunya-ruanda, Ru-ha or Lu-ganda, 

I 

(Lu-sinja) and 3 a Ru-tutsi, L u-sese 4 a,and
I ---'--------� Ru-nyambii I Ki-rundi (R.) ! _(T

_
u

_si

_

,_K_
i
_
•J

_

iJ_
i) 
__ 

L

_

u
_
•
_
sc.>

_
ga 4 b 

Wmu•zungu Omu-zungu 

Om-kazi; awa- :i\lu-ka 

Em-behw 

Wmu-lwgi 

Wvu-rwgi 

Om-kazi 

Oru-kwi; 
eii-kwi 

Wmu-yaga 

Wmu-lcogi; 
aba-

Wbu-lwgi 

Wmu-kazi 

Wru-kwi; 
eii-kwi 

Um-wera 

Omu-kazi. 
Um-god. 
Om-tedzi 

Wmu-yaga 

Wmu-rwgi; 
aba-

Wbu-rwgw 

Wmu-kazi. 
Wmu-kii. 
Om-tedzi; awa-

Wrii-kwi; 
c11-kwi 

Eki-ra 

Mw,aga; cmi- Omw-aka; emi- Omw,aka 
aka 

Nyeki-lto 

E-ndorw

•mwe

-bili, -wili

-satu

-nne

-tanu
;v1u-kaga

Mu-sanzu 

Mu,nana 

l\Iw-enda 

N-egorw 

·tnto, •OlU

-bili

-satu

-na

-tanu
Mu-kaga

Mu-sanzu 

?vlu-nana 

i\lw-enda 

Nyc-igorw. 
N y-edzilw. 
l•dyto 

En-tulege 

-mwe, -moi

-bili, -biri

-na, -ne, -nei

-tanw, •;,anw
Om-kaga.

Mu-kage 

Om-;,anyu, 
J\lu-i-anju. 
:'.\f-,samvo., 

M-nana,
:\Iu-nane

l\fw-enda, 
Mu-endai 

Wmu-zungu 

U mu-ka (3 a). 
Wmu-gore. 
Wmu-geni 
(bride) 

Omw-iaga. 
Im-behto 

Umu-rwzi. 
Umu-pfumu 
(priest). Umu
vutsi (old R.) 

Ubu-Iwzi 

Wmu-gore 

K-dii 

Efi-kii 

I-tuku

Omw-aka. 

Umu,zuiigu 

Umu,gwli; awa· 

Im,behoo 

Umu-gore. 
U mu-gcoligwli. 
Umu-koowa 

Wmu-zungu. 
l\lu-dung1.1(4a) 

Wmu-gwle. 
Wmu-kazi. 
Wmu-kii. 
Wmu-kiala 

Em-behw, 
Em-peww. 
(Wmu-yaga 
= ,i gale) 

Wmu-lwgc.>. 
Wmu-sawoo, 
Ka-bwna 
(seer)' 

Wbu-lwgc.,. 
Wbu-sezi 

Wmu-kazi. 
l\Ju-kadi (4 a)

Wlu-butw. 
Wlu-lii 

En-kii. N-kwi 
(4 a) 

Eki-ra. Ki-rai
(4 a) 

Omw-aka 
E-wwga

I-djoroo Edzoolw. Erw Joo 

•mwe -mwe, -moo

,biri,-bili,,wiri, -bili, -wili 
-byili

-tatu or •,satu ,datu, -tatu,
-satu

-nne, -nye

-tano.,, -sanw
-tandatu,
•,sepatu

-nne, ,na

-tanoo
Mu-kaga,
,tandatu

-lindwi, -ndwi l\tu-sanzu.

Umu-nane 

Iki-enda 

Mu-samvo.,. 
Ndiii 

I-nane,
Mu,nane.
-na-na (4+4)

lc-enda 

En-tulege 

-1nwe, -mi'i.
N-dala (4 b)

-biri

-satu

-nyi'i, -ne (4 a),
-na (4 b)

-tanu, -tanoo
Mu-kaga;

(•kaga in com
position)

Mu-samba,
Mu-samvu 
(-samvu in 
composition) 

Mu-nane. 
Mu-niina, 
-nane

Mw-ende or
Mw-enda,
-enda

, •1 Also /he wordWmu-laguzifrom Wku-lagula 'lo proplzesy', which a,{[ain is derived from Wku-laga 'to show',
jlomt out'. 

... 

I' 

tu 
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English

Ten

Eleven

Twenty 

Thirty

Forty .. .
Fifty .. .

Hundred .. .
Thousand .. .

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABl,;LARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

ze. 2 f. Uru-karagwe Uru-kerebe

I-kumi I-kumi

2g. --1 -3. --1-3�Lu-ziba 1Urunya-ruanda Ru-ha or (Lu-sinja) and 3 a I Ru-tutsi, Ru-nyambu I Ki-rundi (R.) (Tusi, Ki-jiji)
1-kumi 1-cumi.

Wmu-roi'igw I-kumi ne-mwe I-kumi nw-mu I-kumi na-mwe I-cumi na-mwe(1-kumi ne-bili (l-kumi nc-bili= tweh1e) = tweh,e) 

I-jumi, 1-cumi,I-kumi. J\lu-longw I-cumi na-mwe

:\Ia-kurui Ma-kumi a•bili �la-kumia-wili ga-bili 

l\1a-kumia-satu :\la-kumi a-satu :\la-kumiga-fatu 

Ama-kumia-bili. Imi-roiigwi-wiri. lmi-roiigw i-tatu. Amacumi a-tatu 

Ama-kumiawili. lmi-loiigwmi-wili Ama-kumia-tatu 
Ma-kumi a-nne Ma-kumi a-nne Ma-kumi ga-ne Imi-roi'igC&> i-ne Ama-kumi
Ma-kumia-tanC&> 
I-gana

Ma-kumi ga•tanC&>. (60 = Eii-kagai) I-gana; pl. ma- 1-gana, I-isanagana or Ki-kumiKi-hum bi. Lu-kumi 

Ma-kumia-tanC&> 

(ni-humbi bi- (En-kumi i-biribili = 2,000. = 2,000. Ki-sira = Ka-kumi =10,000. n1-sira 10,000. bi-bili=20,ooo. Ka-umpi Ki-tabarwa = 100,000)- 100,000)

lmi-roiigC&>i-tanw 
a-nne Ama-kumia-tanw 

I-Jana, 1-gana 1-gana
Iki-humbi.(NZC&>VU = 10,000)

I, me, my ... Inye. _N., �i-. Ine! Nene. �N•. Inye, Anye. -n•,•Dl·. •a-nge •Dl·,•D•. -a-nge N-. Jewe. N-, Ndi-. Nzewe. N•. •21e, -nje. . -n•, •n•. -a-nze-ny-. -a•nJe •D•. -a-nze, -a-nje, -a-i'ige
Thou, thee, thy lwe. Wu-, W-. lwe. W-, W-. Iwe. u) .. -ku-. -a-we -ku-. -a-we -ku-. -a-we Wwwe, Wewe. Wewe. U,. 

U-. -ku-. -a-we-kn-. -we. -a-we 

4. Lu-ganda, Lu-sese 4a,a11dLu•SC&>ga 4 b

I-kumi

Kumi na-mu. ,, na n-dala 
(4 a, 4 b)Ama-kumia-wiri 

Ama-kumia-satu 
Ama-kumi a-na
Ama-kumia-tanu 
Eki-kumi.Ki-tufu Wlu-kumi. (Aka-sirivu= 100,000. Aka-kadde = 1,000,000)

Nze, Nde (4 a).
N-, Nj-, Ny-. -i'ige, -nze, -ndi. -n(m)•.-a-nge Gwe, lwe 
(4 a, b). W-,U·.-ku-. -we, -w 

He, him, his Uwe. Nwliya. We.Wgu.Wnu. Wgu. We.
A-. Wliha. A-. Ye. A-.

We. Uyu. UwC&>. A-. Uyu. We. Ya-, lye, Ye. A·, Yi-, A-. Ya-. 

We, us, our

Ye, you, your

They, their them,

All 

-mu-. -we
ltwe. Tu-.-tu-. -etu 

Imwe. Mu .. •Wa•. -a-nyu

Aww. Wa-.•Wa•. -a-ww

-na(ena); -wna

·lllll·. ·8 

Itwe. Tu-. -tu-. -etu

Imwe. Mu-.•ba-. - a-nu

AbC&>. Ba•. •ba•. -a-bw

-wna

•lllll·. •e 
Icwe, lfwe. Tu-. -tu-. -etu
lnywe, Mu-. Ime.

•Wa-. -enyu
AbC&>, Aww.Wa-. •Wa•. ·a•Wc;.)

•wna. -wfje(Nyamb1i) 

-iwe. •nlll·. -we, -mu•,-a-ge, -a-e -a-ge Twewe. Tu-. Twebwe, Twese. -twese. Tu-. -tu-. -a-itu or-tu-. -a-ju -a-cu Mwebwe, Mwewe. Mu-. Mwewe. Mu-. -imwe. -wa-.-ba-. •11111, - a-nyu-a-nyu Abw, Aww. Aww. Wadia.Ba-,Wa-. Wa•. -bw, •WC&>. -ba-. -wa-. •a•WC&>•wa, ·a•bw, -a-ww
•se, •ese, •wse •C&>ze, -wse

•ffi·,•IBU•.-ye, •e lfwe, Fwe, Fe.Tu-. -tu-. -fwe,-a-fwe Imwe, Mwe. Mu-. -ba-. -mwe,-a-mwe Bw, BabC&>, Ib<.I,Ba-. -ba-. -bw,-a-bwe 

•C&>lla

... 

... 

,, 



GROUP A: NYA�ZA LANGUAGES 

E u-karagwe

1-·---:i 
2£. 2g. 3. 3 b.

Uru-kere Lu-ziba Urunya-ruanda Ru-ha or
(Lu,sinja) and 3 a Ru-tutsi, 

Ru-nyambu Ki-rundi (R.) (Tusi, Ki,jiji) 

-
=1

2e. 
---- - -- --- --- -- --

This, these 

That, those 

Bad 
Black ... 

Female 

-nu 

Ha- (he-, ho-), 
Hw-gu, Ha-ba ; 
Hw-gu, He-gi 
(He-zi); Ha-li, 
Ha-gc; &c.

-w-gu, -a-wa ;
-w-gu, -e-gi ;
-e-li, -a-ga ;
-e-ki, -e-vi ;
-e-gi, -e-zi ;
-o-ru ; -w-tu;
-a-ka; -w-vu ;
-w-ku ; -a-ha ;
-w-mu

-nu ((o)•nu. ba- -nu(gu-nu;&>c.) -ow (wit/1
nlt; 1c:u-ou, zi- c,,.gu, a-ba concord preji:i:) 
nu; Ii-nu, ga- (a-wa); w-gu, u-yu, a-ba 
nu ; ki-nu, bi- e-dzl or e-gi ; (a-wa) ; u-yu, 
nu; e-nu,zi-nu; e-li or e-ri, iyi; i-li, a-ya; 
ru-ou; tu-nu; a-ga ; · e-ci, i-ki, i-bi; i-yi,
ka-nu; bu-nu: e-vi; c-yi, c-zi; i-zi; u-ru; u-tu;
ku-nu; ha-nu) o-ru; &c. a-ka; u-bu;

u-ku; u-mu

w-gu, a-ba;
w-gtt, e-zi; e-li,
a-ga; c-ki,e-bi; 
e-gi, c-zi; o-ru;
w-tu; a-ka ;
eu-bu; eu-ku,
a-ha.

eugu-oo, aw-o.> ; 
cngu•c.>, eji-c..>; 
eli-w, ag-w ; 
eci-w; &c.

u,Jiya, ba,liya ; 
u-liya, i-liya ;
&c. (also -ria,
,eya)

u-wc.>, a-bc.>
(a-ww) ; &~c. 

-w-li, -wa-lia; -liha (w-liha, w-lioya or N-gu yu,fi-gaba
(n-gawa) j 
fi-gtt-, fi-gi ;
fi,ga ; c"t.
(accordi11.tr to 
11owel of con
cord, •wit/1 n 
'directi·ve ' pre· 
posed) 

-gu-lia, gi-lia ; ba-liha; gu- -rinya,
-e-li; &c. liha; &c.) aba-linya, 

·Vi
-na-ligula

-kazi

wgw-w, ab•w ; gu-linya ; &c.
wgw-w, czi-w; w-li or gu-ri, 
ely-c.>; &c. ba-ri ; &c.

-bi

N-gtt, ? m-ba ; 
fl-gu,n-gi; 6~c.
(this farm is 
absent in some 
dialects) 

-vi, -bi
-iragttra, -ira- -yilagula

gttZU. sina
-kazi. -zigiza -kazi

(co;vs) -ifiki 

-bi
-irabula

-kazi, -jigiya

-lia

-bi

•gwle. -kc.>wa 

Fierce, sharp, -lila. -sala 
bitter 

•c.>dzi. •wki -rura -kali 

Good ... 

Great ... 

Little ... 

Long ... 

-ruiigi

-haiigc.>

-ke

-laiiigwa

-nuzi. -zima -lufigi. ,zima -iza. -zima -idza
(111mltl1y). •rtt•
ngi (' salted',
' seasoned'),
-nwga (tender,
.![e1ille)

-kuru. -hangc.>. •hangc.> -nina. -kuru -nini
-gazi. {Kwtc.>
= complete) 

-tc.>. -ke. -norc.>. -ki, -i'iki, -ke. -toya, -tc.>
-swle -ntc.> 

-leha (11erbal). -la. -rere. -rai -le. -ririre -lele. -la
(Ku-leha = to
be long)

l 

4.
-

Lu-ganda, 
Lu-sese 4a, and 

Lu-sooga 4 b 
--- ---

-nw (w-nw,
ba-nw ; gu-nw; 
gi-nw ; li•n(A),
ga-nw ; ki•n(A), 
bi-nw ; e-no or
i•D6>

7 
zi.nc., ; 

lu-nc.> ; tu-oc.> ;
ka-nw; bu-ow;
ku,nw; wa-nw; 
mu-nw; gu-nw, 
ga-nc.>).

-li, -le ( w-li or
yrn-le, ba-li;
gu-li, gi-li ;
&c.)

w-gu, a-ba or
a-wa· u-gu 
e-gi; ;.Ji, a-g�;
c-ki, c-bi ; &c.
in 4 a 

Wy•(A), ab-w ;
wgw-c.>, egi-c.> 
or ej•c.> ; cly-c.>,
ag-c.> ; cki-c.>,
ebi-w ; ey-w,
ez-ic.> ; c.olw-w ;
mtw-w; ak-w;
wbw-w,wkw-w;
aw•w; &"c.

-bi
-d1,1ga (-la, -vu)

-kazi. -wala
(lwmans).
-pala. -dusi
(cattle). -nsen
yi (birds)

-kali.
•kambwe.
-kanu.
-kai'iga. -wgi

-1 ungi, -ruiigi

-kulu. -nene

-tc.>nc.>. -tw.
-tiritu

-wamvu,
-wanvu
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2 e. 
E ___J__

ru-karagwe 

Male 

O
ld 

Red 
Rotten 
Short ... 
Sick ... 
White 

-saidza

-gulusu.
-keikulu

-tukula
-sunza
-gufu
-luaile
-dzela, -gera

Above, up, on Aha-igulu 
top 

Before 

Behind 
Below,down 
Far 
Here 

Ew-iso 

Eny-uma 
Aha-si 
Ha-le 
Aha 

2f. 1 
2g. 

Uru-kerebe · 
Lu-ziba 

(Lu-sinja) 
Ru-nyambu 

-seza (men).
-seja, -saija,

-wzc,:;,(c/1ildren). -� aija
-nilme a

n
d

-masa (ca
ttle).

-rumi (birds)

3
. 

U runya-ruanda 
a

n
d

3
a

 
Ki-rundi (R

.)

-rume. In-fizi

,lame. -gurusi. -gulusi. -kuru -kuru, -kecuru. 
-kekuru

-saza
-tuku

-tukura
-tukura

-zunzi (-zunda) -nafu
-gttfu

-guvu, -gufi
-rwere (-rwara -dwara
verb)

-era. -katale -era, -eru.
Kitare 

-bora
gufi

-rwara
-era

Hoo-ruguru. 
He-igulu, 

He-djuru. 
I-gttlu

Wbu-syoo.
Mbere (' th

e
fi

r
st

', ' £11
front')

I-guru, E-gulu Ku-ruguru
Mbele, 

I-mbere
Ha-mbele 

3
b

. 

Ru-ha or
Ru-tutsi, 

(Tusi, Ki-jiji) 
-lume. -masa,

Ki-masa

1-julu
I-mbere

En-uma
Ny-uma 

I-fww. Ha-nsi Ha-si, Aan-si
lny-uma 

Kuny-uma 
Ha-ra 

Ha-ti, Ha-rai 
Ha-nw. Ku-nu. Aha, Haha. 
Ha-hw. Hoo-ku Kunu 

He-pf
(j), Ha-si, Ha-si 

Ha-nsi 
Ku-re 
Ha-nw. 
Aha-nyene. 
Aha. In(j). 

Ku-le 
Ha-nw. Aha 

In, inside 
Middle 
Near ... 
Outside 

Omu, Wmunzu Mu. Munda. 
Wmu-, Mu. 

N-gaha
M

(j) , •lllCQ. Mu-Mu 
Aha-gati 
-ikale, -ikeile
Ah-er(j) 

Plenty, many E-fig(j) 
There ... 
Where? 
No! 

Ha-liya 
N-kahi?
Nga!

N
o

t
(w

itlw
er

b, Ti. 
a

s p
refi

x
, in

-
J

ix
 or

 s
uffi

x
) 

To 
Wku-

,, beat 

Mil-nii 
Jla-gati 
Tl-ehi 
Ha-bw-eru. 
Ha-nza. 
H-esazi

-iiigi. l\fo-nw
W-kw(j).

Ha-liha
Ha-i?
Pai!

Nangu. 
Ti. -ta-

Wku
•tera 

Nda. •m(j) 

En-dya. 
Ah'eru 

Ha-gati 
Ha-fi, Ku-fl. 
Bu-gufi. He-fw 

Ha-nze 
-figi. Miinc.,. I-iiki, -i•n� i
Eii-kundugunt

Ha-gati 

Kuli. Hc,:;,ku Ha-riya. A-h
(j)

 Ha-dia. Ah(j) 
N-ka?
Ceke! Cei !
Ta-li•k(j) !
Na-moi !(

=
not on

e
.')

Ta-boo ; Ta-, ti
N a-

(w
itlt

 m
b


slan
ti11

es 
a

n
d

 
numerals) 

Wku
.tera 

He-he? 
Oya! Ha� ui! 
Leka! 
N-taki(j) !
N-tahw!
Mambu!

Si-, -ti-, -ta•

Uku
•kubita. 
-kooma

He-he? 
N-tawe!

Ti, ta• 

Uku
-kuwita 

4
. 

Lu-ganda, 
Lu-sese 4a, and 

Lu-s(j)ga 4 b
-lume, -nume.
-sadja, -saja.
-bandwa.
-lenzi.
-mpafiga
(birds)

-kade
-myu-(myu-fu).
-twa-vu

-vundu. -b(j)vu
-mpi
-lwade
-eru. -tuku
V. 1a-gulu. 
E-ngulu

Mberi,
Wa-mberi.
:Vf uma•s(j) ga 

:-1y-uma 
·wa-nsi
\,Va-la 
Wa-nw 

Mu. Munda. 
l\lu-nw 

Wa-kati. 
Mu-kati 

Ku-mpi, 
\\'a-mpi 

Bw-eru 
-iigi. Enyi-ngi.

Kamara (4 b)
Wa-li. 

E
ri.

Ey•(j)
Wa? Oye?
Nedda! r5 i•

Si-. Te-, t-, 
-ta-

Wku-, Eri
•kuba. 

-komaga

-t-
.g 

: 



To 
,, buy, sell 

,, come 

,, cut 
,, dance ..• 

., die 
,, eat 
., give 

" go ... 

,, kill 
., know 
,, laugh 
,, leave off, 

cease 
,, love,want 

,, see 

,, sit,remain, 
abide 

,, sleep ... 

,, stand,stop, 
be erect 

,, steal 

GROUP A: NYANZA LANGUAGES 

ze. 2 f. 

Uru-karagwe Uru-kerebe Lu-ziba Urunya-ruanda Ru-ha or Lu-ganda, 
(Lu-sinja) and 3 a Ru-tutsi, Lu-sese 4a,a11d 

_____ 
_, _______ ._ 

2g. I 3· 
�

-3b-.------,----4_--

Ru-n
_
y

_
a

_
m_b_ii_�i-rundi(R.) (Tusi, Ki-jiji)

_
L
_

u•
_
s

_
w

_
g

_
a

_
4_b 

Wku
•gula 

-idza

-zala
-sana, -zana

-kaba
-dia
-m-pa

-genda

-ita

-manya
-seka
-leka

-enda

-dewa, -lewa

-ikala

-jemelela

-iba

Wku- Wku• 
-gula. -tunda -gula, -gura

-iza -hika (arn·ve).
-iza, -ija

-tema -tema. -sara
-zina

-fwa •Zaha
-lya -la or -ria
•ha(-pa),•gaba -ha (m-pa)

-genda. -za.
•rwkw

-ita. -nega
-manya
-seka
-leka, -siga

-genda. -ta

-ita
-manya
•fieka
-reka

Uku-
•suma (3a).
•gura

•Za

-ca. -tema
-byina. -kina

(to sport, a
muse oneself)

-pfa
-lya
-ha

-genda. -ja

-ica
•menya. -zi
-seka
-reka

Uku
-gula 

-za

-tema
-vina. ·kina
(to /top about)

.fa 

-lia
•ha (-pa)

•genda

-menya

-leka

-enda -enda. -gonza •kunda. -�ima -kunda.
-gomba

-bwna. -leba. -lwla. -reba.
-dora, -rora -bwna

-ikara

-nagira. -lala.
-mama

-im-uka, -ime-
rera, -ime
reza (all from
a root -ima)

-iba. -suma

-ikala.
-,:itame

-v1yama.
-nyama

-iba

-bwna. -rora. -wwnya. -lwla
-raba

-sinzira.
-rara. -gona
(snore) 

•hagarika

-iba

-idzala

-liama

-hagalala

-iba

PREFIXES Al\D CO:--lCORDS IN' UR"l;-KARAGWE A�D LU-ZIBA 

l'reprcfixes are present. 

Wku-, Eri
•gula. -tunda 

•ja

•Sala. -tema
•Zina

-fa
.}ya
-wa (-pa).
-gaba

-genda. -ita,
-ta (tambula
= walk)

-tta
•manya
-seka

-leka. -sigala
(to be left)

-agala,
-yagala.

-enda,
-yenda
(copulnte). 
-eraka

-laba. •lwla
(•bwn-eka=be•
come 1lisible)
-tula. -talama

-ebaka. -lala
(to settle dQWn;
become quiet)
-ima, -imi-rira,

•im-uka

-iba,-ba.
-kwna

Much as in Wni-hima, but prefix No. 2 is Aba- and Awa•, Ko. 8 is Ebi- or Evi-, No. 14 is Ubu•, 
Wbu- and Wvu-, :No. 15 is sometimes Wgu•. The 1st and 3rd prefixes arc sometimes abbreviated to 
Wm- and the 4th to Em-. The 10th prefix is sometimes Ne-, sometimes lnz-. Concord of No. 6 is 
ma-, ya-, a-, or ga-; of 4 mi-, gi- ji-, and zi-; of 9 ni-, i-, e-, and gi-. 

The honorific Na- or Nya- prefix is present; its plural is Na-wa-, Na-ma·. 

.I: 

r:.n :i;h I 
·~ -~ . 

... 

-Lr 



ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

PREFIXES, &c., IN URU-KEREBE OR KI-KEREBE 

Preprefixes are present but not so much used as in preceding languages. 

Class 1. Wmu-(concord, mu-, w-, u-, gu-, a-); 2. Aba• (ba-); 3. Wmu- (mu-, gu-); 4· Emi- (mi-, 
zi-, zy-); 5. I-, Eli• (Ii-); 6. Arna-(ma-, a-, ga-); 7. Eki• (ki-, ky-); 8. Ebi- (bi-); 9. En• (Em-), E
(n-, i-, e-, gi-); 10. En-, E- (n-, zi-); 11. Oru-, Wlu- (ru-, rw-); 12. Wtu• (tu-); 13. Aka• (ka-); 
14. Wbu• (bu-); 15. Wku- (ku-); 16. Aha-(ha-, wwa-); 17. Mu- (only as preposition).

The honorific prefix Na- is present.

PREFIXES, &c., IN URUNYA-RUANDA AND IKI-RUNDI 

Preprefixes ·present. 

Class 1. Wmu- or Umu- 1 (mu-, n-, yu-, gu-); z. Aba- or Awa• (ba-, wa-); 3. Wmu• or Umu
(mu-, u-, gu-) ; 4. Emi- or Imi- (mi-, i-, yi-); 5. J., Ili-, Iri•, Eli• (Ii-); 6. Arna-(ma-, a-, ya-) ; 7- Eki-, 
Iki-, lei• (ki-, ci-); 8. Ebi-, lbi-, Ivi- (bi-, vi-); 9. En-, In- (n-, i-, yi-); 10. En-, In-, !fig., Ni-(n-, i-, zi-); 
11. Uru-, Ulu-(ru-); 12. Utu-(tu-); 13. Aka- (ka·); 14. Ubu•, Uby•, Uwu• (bu-. wu-) 2

; 15. Uktt•
(ku-); 16. Aha- (ha-) ; 17. Mu- (as preposition).

The Nya• (Nya-ka) feminine or honorific prefix is present. 

PREFIXES, &c., IN RU-HA (KG-TUTSI) 

Tvluch like Ruanda-Rundi. Preprefixes U-, I-, A-. There is, perhaps, a trace of the original 10th 
prefix (Zi-) in the form of Idzi-. 

PREFIXES, &c., IN LU-GANDA

l'reprefixes are present ; perhaps less used in Lu-swga. 

Class I. Wmu-, Wwa-? (mu-, u-, W(,)•, yw-, gu-) ; 2. Aba• (ba-); 3. Wmu• (mu-, gu-): 4. Emi
(mi-, gi-, gy-); 5. Eri•,' Eli-, Ej-, E·, I-, Di-(li-); 6. Ama-(ma-, a-, ga-); 7. Eki (ki-); 8. Ebi• (bH; 
9. En•, En• (n-, e-, i-, yi-) ; 10. En- (Em-), Eii-, Enh Enzi-, Zi- (n-, e-, zi-) ; 11. Wlu• (lu-); 12. Wtu
(little used) (tu-); 13. Aka- (ka-); 14. Wbu. (bu-); 15. Wku-(ku-) ; 16. Awa-,?Wwa• (wa-); 17.
Wmu- ?, Mu- (: concord absent); I 8. U gu- (gu-); 19. Aga- (ga-) pl. to �o. 18.

Also honorific sex prefixes, with the concords of Classes 1 and 2 : Se-, Sa-('father', 'male'), plural 
Ba•, Se-; and Nya•, Na-('mother', 'female'). The plural of Na- is sometimes Zi-na- ; more often, 
Ba-na-. 

2 e. Urukaragwe is spoken in the western coast-lands of the Victoria Nyanza south and east of the 
Kagera river, and north of Emin Pasha Gulf. 

2 f. Urukerebe is spoken on the large island of Bukcrebe (Ukerewe) and the adjacent islands, and 
Bukerebe peninsula of the southern Victoria Nyanza, north of Speke Gulf. 

2 g. Luziba is spoken in the Dusinja country on the south and south-west coasts of the Victoria 
Nyanza, round F.rnin Pasha Gulf. 

3. Urunyaruanda and 3 a Kirundi are spoken west of the Kagera and Lukoki rivers, east of the Rusizi
and Lake Kivu and south of the Virufiga volcanoes, and along the north-west coast of Lake Tanganyika, 
north of the l\'Ialagarazi river-mouth. 

3 b. Ruha is spoken south of Karagwe and Businja and west of the Malagarazi-Nikofiga river, to the 
eastward and southward of Kirundi. 

4. Luganda, Lusese 4a, and LttsCoJga 4 b are spoken in the kingdom or province of Buganda and the
adjoining district of Buswga, to the north and north-west of the Victoria �yanza, as well as in the Sese 
archipelago. The south-western limit is the lower Kagera river, the north-eastern the lower Siw river. 

1 Ruanda mainly differs from Rundi in the preprejixes, preferring t/1e vo111els W and E to U and I.
� Tl1e jreprejix to 14 in Rundi is often I- = Iwu. 
• in Lu-ganda this Eri- prefix ltas also the force of a preposition meaning 'to', 'from', 'before'

(Rev. G. R. Blackledge). 



THE NYANZA 

GROUP A 

LANGUAGES (continued) 

SUB-GROUP A 5 MASABA5. Lu-nyara 5 a. Lu-wai'iga (Lu-kabarasl, Lu-rimi, 'Kavi
rondw ') and 5 b Lu-sifiga 1 

Sun-GROUP A 6 EAST V1cTORIA XYANZA 7. Ki-guzii (Igi-zii, Ki-sifigirl) or Ki-suba
(Kw sc.>va) 

6. Lu-masaba 2 {Lu-sc.>kwia, Lu-gesu, Lu-gifiu)6 a. Lu-konde of N. Tv: Elgon 5 

7 a. Ki,koria • (Ki- suna, Ki-tende)

English 

Adze Animal,wildbeast Ant 

Ant, white(termite) 

Ape (cbim-panzi orgorilla) Arm ...

Arrow 

Axe ... 

Baboon 

Back ... 

Banana 

,Beard... . .. 

5-Lu,nyara --sa___ 6.--1 6a. I 7. Lu-waiiga, Lu- \ Ln-masaba or Lu-kon�e Ki-guzii kabarasi, and Lu•gifu, &>c. I of N.1¥. Elgon \ (Ki-suba or 
7 a. Ki-kc.:,ria ; orKi-suna and Ki-tende Lu-rimi (R.), I . 'Kw,swva ') 

E
' 5bLu-singa _1 __ --� ---------'"-----------

I-sc.:,lw
Olu-asi; am-asi. Li-afu. �i-ndao.gwe Ulu-nawe. In-dukusi I-swa; tsi-swa. 1-swa; tsi-swa.Si-swa or 1-ce ; ama-ce Ki,swa; bi-swa Bim; yi-bim(Sud(lnese ?) 
Wmu,kwnw;cmi- Wmu-xwnw 

I,wayi:iaIsin-tsui. ? 1-sani Li-afu. K'amu,kurondw? 
I-swa; tsi-swa I-gwa or N-gwa; pl.ti-swa or tin-swa 

Kumu-kwnw; pl. kimi- andkama-
Gumu-xc.:,nw;pl. gama-

Ki-nsanakw ; bi-. Ki-mwnyw
Cin-cwke (pl.). Eri-ge I-sinzi Eri-geki

Wmw-kwnw;ama-
Es-esere. Wmu-wanw. Kumu-banw; Gumu-wanw. Umu-gwe, Wmw-gii;pl. emc-

Wm(>)-gii;eme-gii Um,banw Li-sufigu (5 b) kimi-. Wlu-kingw Kumu-; gama-. Wlu-sala ; ctisala. Isi-sala; 
ibi-Yi-mbaci. H-aiwa or Y-aiyua; pl.tsi-aiwa Bim. Li•Fene 

Y-aiyua;tsi-aiwa

Di-Fene. ln-guci. Li,wuiigwi; ama-. [,t,akwMu-koiigw. )iy,uma Wmu-gongw, Wm-gong"'; pl. emiLi-temwa;ama• Li-remwa. Li-twki (5 b)

Wbu-nyasi (?). Wbw-oya.ni-revu J3i,revu, Fi-revu 

lm-basa. 1-waiyua;tsi-aiyiia 
lii-kwbe

.E,waiyi:iwa,E-yaiyiia 

Li-xuru. ? Eii-kwbe

Igi-zire; ibi• 

Eri-fiw. Li-core. Li-nyani
Kumu-goiigw Gumu,gofigw: Wmw,gofigwgama-
I-tore orLi-tore; kama-tore 

Li-dc.:,te; gama- Ri,gwmia;dwte. 1-dwti, ama-. E-dwti ; pl. Eri,twki ; iti-dwti ama-Wbu-nwanwa. Wbu-nwanwa. Wbo-ya. Wrn,-Bi-sala (/i(lir). Ci-refu reru; cin-deru. Ki-lefu (chin) Kanye•nywbw 

Ege-zire ; evi-

En-gwge 

Wmw-goi'igw 

Eri-twke; ama• 

Wrw-kaya, Wr(>)•ka ; cifi-
1 Lu-siiiga <'r Cula, tlie language of tlte large islands off the soullt entra11ce t,, Kt1n'rondc,J C:u(f, is a dialect of Lu-wai'iga muclt mixed 1vit/1 Lu-ganda and Ku-kerebe wo,·ds. � The· Ketosh' of Ilobley (1902). 3 Tire' Muhasa' ,if Hobley (1899). • Tire' Ba-kulia' of German 1vrilers. 

... 

.., 

'" 
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ILLUST.RATIV.E VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

5. 
English Lu-nyara 

Bee In-juki; 
cin-juki 

Belly In-dii 

5 a. 

Lu-wai'iga, Lu
kabarasi, and 
Lu,dmi (R.), 

and5bLu-sifiga 

In-dzu.xi, 
In-zixe, 
ln-ZUfi 

Yin-dii 

6. 
Lu-1nasaba or 
Lu,gifu, &-,c.

In-zuki; 
tin-zuki 

Yin-da 

6 a. 

Lu-konde 
of N. W. Elgon 

En-juki or 
En-dzuci 

In,da 

Bird Li•y(>)ni; ama- Ri-nwni ; Iny-wni. Iny-wnyi; tin-. 

Blood ... Ama-wanga 

Body Wmu-biri 

Bone ... Li-gumba, 
Li-kumba; 
ama-

Borassus palm Axa,tugu 
Bow . .. Ww-ifigu 

Bowels 
Brains 

Breast (man's) 

Breast 
(woman"s) 

Brother 

Buffalo 

Bull 

Buttocks 

Canoe ... 

Cat 

Charcoal 
Chief ... 

Arna-la 
Wbw-oi'igw 

Wlu-were 

Omw,ana 
wa-ina. 
Omw-ana 
wefu. 
'N,an'dae 
(:Omw-ana 
dae = child of 

Jatlur) 
Yim-bwgw; 

cim
Igi-rnxi 

Li-dakw ; ama

Wbw-arw 

Yi-mondw. 
L i-simba 

Omw-ami 

ama-. Iny-enye ; zin- Gi-siriri ; bi-
En-ii.nyi (; b) 

Ama-lasiri Kama-lasiri Gama-lasiri 

Umu-biri Kumu-biri 
(pl.) 

Gumu-biri; 
gimi-

I�i-kumba Li-gumba or 
I-gumba

Li,gumba 

Ubw-ifigw. Wbu-ifigu; Bubu-ifigu; 
Bu-rra (R.). 
Wu-ta (5 b) 

Arna-la 
Ww-oi'igw 

kim-. Wlu- pt. gim-ii'igu 
ingw ; ts-ii'igw 

Kama-la 
Bub-ofigw. 

Gama-la 
Bubw-ongw 

Wbw-ongw 
Ki-fuba,Si-fuba Ci-fuba 

Li-duru; ama-. Li-bele. Li-bele Li-bere 
Wdu-were(R.) 

\V-an'ta,ye. ·w-an'da-ye. \V,an'da-ye 
Wmu,terwa; W-an'-di-asi 
aba-. 
:Vlw-ane,fu 

Im-bwkw, 
Im-bwgw 

Im-bwgw 

Iri(5b). E-ii.nwa
Tafigana(; b). 
I-surusi

Li-daxw; ama- Kama-ta:x:w ;
sing. Li,taxw 

Ri-alw or Di- In-debe. 
arrw; am-alw. Li-konkwl(A) 
Bw-atu (5 b) 

Li-simba 

Am-anda (pl.) 
Omw-ami; 

aw-ami 

ln-jusi. 
Mu,yaga 

Omw-ami. 
Wmu-kuru 

Yem-bwgw; 
tim-bwgw 

Gama-takw 

In-debe 

En-zusi 

Wmw-ami 

7-
Ki-guzii 

(Ki,suba or 
'Kw-swva') 

En-juki or 
En-c'wke; pis. 
cin-juki, cin
cwke 

In-dii, En-da : 
cin-da 

Eciny-wni, 
Ekiny-wnyi ; 
pl. evi

Amany-ifiga or 
Amainy-ifiga 

Wmu-biri or 
W�<n•vere; 
em1-

Eri-gwa; ama
ywa. Eri-gttha 
or Eri-aga. Li
iiga ; ma-ii.ga 

7a.

Ki-kwria ; or 
Ki-suna and

Ki,tende 

En-cwke; cin-

En-da ; cin-dii 

Eki_ny-wnyi ;
ev1-

Am a-sere. 
Amainy-ifiga 

Wmui-viri; emi-

Eri-guha; ama-

Ubu-ta; ama-ta Wbw-ta; ama-

Ww-ofigw Wb-ofigw 

Eki-kuba ; ev1- Ege-kuba ; eve-. 
Ei'i-kuba ; cii'i

Wlu-bere ; cim-

N',dugi-ani. 
Omw-ana 
mintu. 
Wmw-mura 
wmintu 

Wm.ura 
wmwetu 

Eii-era; ciii-era Eii-era; cift-era 

Eri ; pl. ici-eri 

Eny-uma Ege-tunduru; 
evi-

Wbw-atw Eri-atw; 
am-atw. 
Wbw-atw 

Igi-simba ; ivi-. Ege-tai'igw; e1•i
E-kworw; 
ci,kworw. 
Igi-cugtt 

Omw-ami; av-. Wmw-kama; 
Wmu-nda ; ava-
ava-nda. 

Umw-isia, 
U111w-isiki 

I,,, 

, .. 

"' 

... 

. . ' 

... 
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GROUP A: NYANZA LANGUAGES 75 

I I I I I 
5. 5 a. I 6. I 6 a. 7. 7 a. Ki-kwria ; or Ki-sunaand Ki-tende English�u-nyara I Lu-wanga, Lu- Lu-masaba or Lu-konde Ki-guzii I kabarasi, and Lu,gipu, &,.;. loj l'v: W. Elgon (Ki-suba or I Lu-rimi (R.), • Koo-swva ')___ 11mt5bLu-sii'iga _____ ____ I _ _ _______ _Child ... 

Cloth ... 
Cold •.. Country 
Cow ... 
Crocodile ... 
Day ... 
Devil, evil spirit Doctor(medi• cine man) Dog 
Donkey 
Door ... 
Dream Drum •. , Ear 
Egg ... 

Elephant Excrement Eye ...... 

Omw-ana. Ax-ana 
Yiny-ai'iga 
Esi-alw Itsi-alw 
Iii-ombe; ciii.-omb� I-gwena ; ci-
Lu-lalw; cin-dalw 
Wmu-sambwa 
Yim-bwa 

Wlu-iki; cin-jiki N-dwtaTii.-wma Wku-twi; amaku-twi 
Li-ki ; ama•ki 
In-jwfu Ama-fwi I-mwni; ci-

Omw-ana. :\lu-siani tMu-xana � Omw-eti. Wmw-ana; bab-ana. Wmu-cece Omw-ana; Omw-ana Omw-ana; bab-ana. Mu•kexe av-ana 
In-ai'iga. Yiii.-gubw lii.-gubw. ln-anga. Wmu-gaire 

(bark) 

Eii.-gubw Efi-gwbw; cifi- En-gibe., ; cir1-
E�i-alw (R.).E�i-bala, E�i-wala; pl. fi-F.ii.-ombe;tsii\-ombe.E-duasi (5 b).I-gwena; tsi-.1-gwina (5 b)

I-rwba.Sisi-arw orKiky-alc.,Si-songa.In-kafu.I-xafu1-gc.,nya

Ci-arw; bibi-arw 
Iii-kafu 
1-gwna orCi-gwna

Eki-bala. On,,-gongw. Ri-rcowa Eii-ombe; cm-. Eii.-kombe, C-ombeE-gugbwie.Eii.-oi:na;ciii.-oinaIn-dalw ; tsi-. Kumu-tlxinyi. Gumu,tixini Wbu-tukw. :'llu-wasw(5b). Ki-fuku. E-gorw; ama-.Iny-aiigw ( R.) (Kumw•wsi = (E-tera = day· daylig/1t) liglet) Wmu-sambwa; Kumu-sambwa; Gumu-sambwa; Uru-swa; cin-emi-. U-sewi kimi- gimi- swa 
(5 b) Umu-fumw Umu-sanje 

Eki-bara; evi-
En-ombe 
Ei\-o"ina ; cin-
Or(l)•Siku ; cin-

lm-bwa Im-bwa. (;u-bwa, Gugu-bwa (= big dog) 
In1-bwa; tim-bwa E-sese ; ci-sese E-sese; ci-sese

E-sikiri. Li-tegere. 1-sigiha.E-sigiria 1-sigiha ; ti-E-1>ikidi,E-tikiri (5 b).Si;,iri ( R.)Wlu-igi.Wmu-riaiigw Lulu-tsi. Gumu-riai'igw. Kumu-riaiigc., Lulu-tsi Li-lorw. N-dorre (R.)fn-wma Wku-rui, Wxu-rui 
Li-buyu ; ama-. E-gi (5 b);ama-gi 

Kumu-rwla. W-rcoraEi\-wma,Iii-gwmaKuku-tu,Kuku-ru, orUxu-ru; pl.kama-ru lny-ii'i.ga. Li-gi ; kama-gi ln-dzwfu, ln-dwfu, In-jwfu; tsin- 1-tswfu 
Ania-fwi or Kama-fwi Ama-fi I-mwni; tsi-.Er-isco ( S b) I-mwni;tsi-mwni

Bubu-lwta Eii•wma Kuku-tu; Gama-tu 
Iny-ingu 
Iii.-gic.,fu. ln-dzwfu Gama•fwi D-isc.> ; gamesc.>. I-mwni;ti•mwni

Eri-tegere 
Ege-sie, Egc-sieri. Eki-ge ; evi-ge Kwmera Eii-kwnu. Eii.-c.>ma W-utw,Wg-utu,Wg-wtw;ama-tc.>Eri-ge orEri-gina;ama-ginaF.n-jwbuAma•bi, Arna-vi Ir-isco; ama-

Ege-saku; evi-
Eke-gwma. Em-begete Wgoo-tui; ama-tui 
Eri-ige; ama-ige En-jwgu, En-c'ugu Ama-vi Ir-iS(I); ama-

.. 

'ii 



English 

Face, fore• 
head 

Fat, oil 

Father 
Fear ... 

Finger 

Fire 

Fish ... 

Foot ... 

Forest 

Fowl ... 

Frog 
Ghost ... 

Giraffe 

Girl 

Goat 

" 

God 
(he) 

Grandparent 
Grass ... 

Ground 

Ground-nut 

Guinea-fowl 

Gun 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

;. 5 a. 
Lu-nyara 

6. 
Lu-masaba or 
Lu-gifu, &>c. 

6a. 
Lu-konde 

of N. W. Elgott 

7. 
Lu-waiiga, Lu
kabarasi. and 
Lu-rimi (R.), 

and 5 bLu-siiiga i 
I 

Ki-guzii 
(Ki-suba or 

'Kw-swva') 

Mu-momi 

Ama-futa 

Baba 
Wmu-ti? 

Wlu-ala; 
cin-dala 

Wmu-lilw 

In-geke 

Wxu-kuht; 
ama· 

Wvu-mali 

IR-gc.>Xc.> 

Mu-mwni 

Ama-furra 

Baba 
Wmu-rri. 
· Ilu-ruma.
Di-eri (R.)

Wlu-terre ;
tsin-. Wlu-ala

Wmu-rirw

Iny-eni. 
E,mviia (5 b) 

Ci-refige; Ii-. 
U-gulu (5 b)

Wmu-tsurru

In-goxc.>. 
N-gwhw (5 b).
/li-menyui
(dim.)

Li-;sere 
E�i-xienu. Wmu-fwa. 
(i)mu-sambwa E�i-zienu, 

Mu-momi 

Kimi-nawa 
( pl.).
Kama-futa 

Plipa 
Bu-rri, 

Umu-rri. 

Ilubu-sc.>; 
gimi-sic.> 

Gama-fttta 

Plipa 
Bubu-ti 

Wbu-si(I) 

Ege-tinia. 
Ama-guta 

Wmu-ti. 
I-ruka

Kuria 
l,;du-wala; 
tsints-ala 

Lulu•wala; 
inz-ala or 
tyin-jala 

Gumu-lirc.> 

pl. Eki-ara ; evi
or ebi-

Kumu-rirw 

Ifi-eni, 
fny-enye, 
In-yeni 

Ki-nei'ii (pl.
same) 

Si-kire; bi-kire. Ci-gere; bibi
Ki-tanda girw 

Kum u-roiigwlw. Gumu-toi'igwlc.> 
1-sali

Ii'i-gwxc.>,
lfi-gwkw

Li-lalu ; kama-

En-gc.>kc.> 

Wmu-rirc.>, 
W1:1w-rerc.>; 
cn11-

Eki-nswe, 
E-nswe;
ebi-nswe, 
eci-nswe 

Eke-reiige. 
Eke-sanyi 

Egi-saka ; eb1-. 
Eri-nani; ama

Eii-kc.>kw. 
Aciii-gwk(l) 1 

Wmu-kira. 
Eki-riri 

Epi-xienu; efi-
Aburu (5 b). Cai'igewa 

Wmu-xana 

Im-buzi 

Wlu-mbe 

Wbu-nyasi 

Li-lc.>ba 

In-jugtt. Im-
bande; cim

Li-xai'iga 

Wmu-rondw 

In-zaya-
mi-rumba (R.) 

Wmu-xana. 
Mu-hala (5 b). 

lm-buzi, 
Yim-bttzi. 
lm-buri (R.) 

Eri-uwa, 
Edi-uba 

Wbu-nyasi. 
T;-sui (5 b) 

Ri•r(l)ba 

Im-bande; 
tsim+ 

Ri-xafiga. 
Li-khai'iga 

Wmu-roodc.> 

umu-xana 

Im-buzi, 
Im-buri 

I,kuru, Uere 

Kuka; ba+ 
Bu-nyasi 

Li-lc.>ba 

l\fa-yitc.> 

Li-xaiiga. 
N-kafiga

Mundu. 
Kumu-rundu 

1 Hobley. 

Em-buzi, 
Em-busi; 
tim-busi 

Miimii 

Kuka; ba-kuka 

Omw-iseke. 
Wmw-subati 

Em-bori, 
Em-bttri; cim
or acim-

Eri-uba. 
I vi-rica. Eny
asai; ciny-

Bubu-nyasi Wbu-nyanzi. 
Eke-nyanse 

Ri-r(l)ba. I-doi Eri•ZOlha. 

Li-kafiga 

Gumu-londc.> 

Ege-tie ; eve
I m-bande; cim-

Eri-kafiga; 
ama-. En
kafiga ; ciii.

Wmu-rondc.>. 
Umu,gufigw 

7 a. 
Ki-kc.>ria ; or 
Ki-suna and 

Ki-tende 

Wbc.>-Si(I) 

Ege-tinia ; evi-

Eki-ara ; evi-. 
E½•era; 
cv1-ara 

Wmw-rerc.> or 
Wm6-rer0l; 
eme

E-:nswe; 
c1-nswe 

Eke-sanyi. 
Eke-refige 

Ekc-saka ; eve-

Eii.-gc.>k(I) 

Eki-riri 

Wmu-subati 

Em-bori ; cim• 

F.ri-Olba

Eke-n yaiike; 
pl. ama

Ege-kofigw; 
eve-

Eii-kaiiga; cifi· 

[_J 
..... 
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English 

Hair 

Hand ... 

Head ... 

Heart. .. 

Heel ... 

Hide ... 
Hill 

GROUP A: NYANZA LANGUAGES 

5. 
Lu-nyara 

Li-fwiri ; ama

Esi-kala ; ebi-

5 a. 
Lu-waiiga, Lu
kabarasi, and 
Lu-rimi (R.), 

and 5 b Lu-singa 

Di-swi:ama-su. 
Li-sui (R.) 

E�i-galco; efi-. 
U-kwnco (5 b)

Wmu-twe; cmi- Wmu-rwe; 
eme-rwe. 
Wmu-twe (5 b) 

I-xcolco Umw-oyw 

Esi-sirw; ebi- Ki-sisirw; 
bi-(?). Ki-
sisorw (R.) 

6. 
Lu-masaba or
Lu-gi�u, &c.

l.i-cune,
Li-tsune

Ki-kwfu,
Si-kwfu.
Ki-kyaba.
Si-amberi

Kumu-twe

Kum-oyw, 
Cum-oyc.> 

Exu-gunyu. 
Ng(1>-gunyu 

6a. 
Lu-konde 

of N.W.E(1;on 

7. 
Ki-guzil 

(Ki-suba or
'·Kw-scova ') 

1-zune,Li-cuni, E-tukia; ci
Li-swui

Gi-gwfu; bi- Egi-sanyi. 
Wmco-kwnco 

Gumii-twe 

Gum-oyco 

Efi.ku-gunyu 

Ri-hafu 
Lulu-gingi ; tifi.-

Wmu-twe; emi-

En-teme. 
Efi-korco 

Ye-tingirco. 
lki-taleiigi 

77 

7a.

Ki-kwria ; or
Ki-sunaand 

Ki-tende 

E-tukia; ci

Eke-sanyi. 
Wmw-k<,.>nc.> 

Wmm-tui, 
Wmw-tu 

Eii-korw 

Ege-tifigirc.:,. 
Eke-sugurc.:, 

Hippopotamus I-fubu; ci-

/,i-kulu 

1-fubu; tsi-.

Li-hafu 
Lu-kifigi; 
tsin-gifigi 

1-fubu. Di-fubu or I-fubu or
Efi.,gubc.,

Ef1-gt1bw 

Hoe ... 
Honey 

Horn ... 

House ... 

Hunger 
Husband 

Hyena 

Iron ... 

Island 

Ivory ... 

Knee ... 

Knife ... 

Lake 

Leg 

l'JS4 

Im-bagu 
Wbu-�i 

Wlu-ika; 
cinj-ika 

Iny-umba; cin

ln-jala 

Yi-nu ; ci-iiu 

Esi-iima 

Li-siiiga 

E-linw lye
n-jcofu

Esi-xumba 

Li-xande 

Eny-anja 

Wxu-gulu 

1-fuw (K)

Im-baxw 
Wbu-�i 

Olu-ika; 
tsinz-ika. 
Yim-bega; 
tsim-

In-zu; tsin-zu 

In-zala 
1.: m-satscowe 
(R.) 

E-fusi, I-fisi

Exi-bia, 
E�i-bia, 
Evi-wia. 
E-cuma (5 b)

Di-cifiga 

lr-inw de 
n-dzcofu.
Wlu-ika (R.J.
Eri-inco

Di-sikamw

?i•rwdwa. 
Yim-balco. 
:\1w-embe (5 b) 

Iny-anza. 
Li-eiiga 

Wku-gulu. 
Ifi•gll<,.>. 
t>i•gulu (R.). 
t>i•reiigi (N..) 

ln-gidi

Im-bagw
nu-id

Ulu-ika or
Lulu-iga ; pl.
tsin-jiga

l\.'l-fubu; jJ!s. 
gama-, tsim

E m-bagco 
Ka-mana. 

Bubu-ci 
Lulu-iga ; pl.
tin-jiga or
tsin-tsiga 

Wbu-sie. Wbw
ke. Ama-na 

Wru-gu-cala: 
pl. cifi-gu-in
jala 

Wbw-ke 

Wrw-gu-cara ; 
cifi.-gu-cara. 
Wm-tera; cin-

In-zu or 1-tsu In-tsu, In-jii. Eny-mnba; cin- Eny-umba 
lny-umba' 

Jn-jara, In-zala In-jara,In-tsala In-jala, en-jara En-cara 

Namii-nyu 

lsi-iima, 
Iki-uma. 
Ki-bfa 

Lu-sifiga 

Kumu-safiga 
gwe n-dzwfu 

Isi-sigamco or
Iki-sigamco 
Kumu-banw; 
pl. kimi-

lny-anza. 
Li-tiwa 

In-dumbu. 
Ki-gere 

.'famii-nyu 

Eci-uma, 
Kiki-ilma 

Lulu-sii'iga 

Cumu-safiga 
gwe n-dzc.,fu. 
1-pcokco

Di-sikam<,.>. 
Iki-sikamco 

Gumu-banw; 
pl. gimi-

Iny-anja 

In-dumbu. 
Ki-gulu. 
Ki-gender<,.> 

Jfiy-anac.>, 
Eny-aiiau 

Eki-uma 

Eri-wunju. 
Eki-nyorw 

Jr-inc., 

Eri-ril 

Umw-eytt 

Eny-anja 

Wku-guru. 
Ekeny-ama 

E-niti

Eki-c.,ma

Eri- or
Eke-ginga 

Er-inc., 

Eri-1ii 

Wm-oyu. 
Eke-gesw. 
Eke-kebi 

Wkcu-gorco ; 
ama-

1 Jlobley in his Muhasa Vocabulary.
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ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANl'U LANGUAGES 

English 

Leopard 
Lion 
Lips 
Magic ... 
Maize .. . 
Man .. . 
Man, vir. Meat Medicine Milk Monkey 
Moon . .. 
Mother Mountain ... 
Mouth 

5. Lu-nyara 

Yiii-gwe 
Li-nani 
Wmu-nwa; cm1-nwa 
Li-lcokoo. Wlu,mutana. Wlu-muwei Ama-dumwa 
Wmu-ndu; awa-ndu 
Wmu-saca Iny-ama 
E-xembco;ci-embo)Wm-iisi;emi-usi
Wlu-gulu; cifi-gulu 

Nail (of finger Li-dete; amaor toe) 
Name .. , 
Navel ... Neck ... 
Night ... 
Nose ... 
Oil palm Ox 
Paddle Palm wine, beer ... Parrot 

Eri-ta 
Li-koosi 
Es-irw ; eb•iroo 
Am-wlco (pl.).(Ebi,ulu(p!.) = nostrilsj 
If,.ombe i-giruxi
Omw-eiige 
Ifi-gusco 

I 5a. Lu-wanga, Lu-1 kabarasi, and 

I Lu-rimi (R.), 
and Sb Lu-sifiga 
Iti-gwe 
Li-nani. En-diii (5 b) Wmu•nwa; emi-
Li•lcog(l), Di-lcokoo. Sirxanga Ama-duma. Ka-dttma (5 b)Wmu-ndu. Awa-ntu; aba-ndu i\fo-saza (5 b)Iny-ama Um-sala lVla-weri I-13ima
Omw-ezi. Umw-ezi (R.) Mama Wlu,gulu, I�i-gulu Umu-nwa Exi-tere ; cfi-. Li-tere; ama-. Di-tera (R.) Iri-ra ; am-era 
Li-khwfi Li-kwsi, Li-xwsi. Gwsi (5 b) Mu:;-iroo. Isi•w, E�·irco. (Ci-rima = darkness) 

6. 6a. Lu-masaba or Lu-konde Lu-gi�u, &c. of N. W. 1:,'lgon

Iii.-gwe; tsiii-gwe 
1-talanyi.J.tcolani 

Ifi-gwe; tin-gwe, tyifi-gwe Li-iiu 

7. Ki-guzii (Ki-suba or 'Kw-scova ') 
Eke-iri. Efi-gw 

Kimi,nwa (pl.) Gimi-nwa (pl.) Emi-nua (j,/.). (Kumu-nwa) Ege-kcoba ; 
Li-rwgw. Bu-lcosi 
Nabu-kubw 
Umu•ndu; wawa-ndu, baba-ndu .l\-I-seja lny-ama Kama-lesi Kama-beri E-xima
Kumw-ezi 
Mayi; ba+ Li-kulu 
Si-tere or Ki-tere ; bitere Li-sina and Li-Jina 
Di-kwsi 
:Musi-rw, Muki-rw. (Kiki-rima = 
darkness) 

Ri-rcogw 
Gama-ganda 
Umu-ndu; baba-ndu 
Iny-ama Gama-lesi Gama-beri E-kima,.Eii-kimaGumw-ezi
Mayi 

eveEri-rwgw. Wbu-kanga 
E-bandw ; ci-.Ama-dumw Wmu-ntu; aba-, ava-
Iny-ama 
Ama-vere Egi-kondc.o, Li-nyani Wmu-tienyi 

Ri-kulu ; gama- Egi-tunwa. kulu Iki-lima Ama-nwa Eci-tere, Eki-cara ()rJki-tere; cbi-, Oru-cara bibi-. Ki-teta E-sina orRi-sina
Di-kwsi, Ri-kwsi 
Ci-rco 

Eri-ema. Eri-eta. M-barenga
Ebi-gc.oti, Eri,gwti 
Wbu-tukw. (Eki-rima =darlmess) 

Am-wlw ( pl.) Kam-orw Gam-c.>lw Emi-wlw 
lii-ombe.E-hei is-urusi
Ifi,gasi Omw-enge. Ama-lua Iii-gusu. Ka-suku 

N-ombee-unwa.I-huma.I-same. Ktthe
Kama-rwa 
Kumu-lusi 

N-ombe,E1i.-ombe?1-nasu. In-ti 1 

Gama-rwa 
Kwasiii 

1 Hoblcy in hi's l'lfohasa VocabularJ'·

N-ombe c-eri.N-taiigana
Ama-rwa 

7a. Ki-kc.oria ; or Ki-suna and Ki-tende 
Efi-gwe 

Eke-nenevu 
Eri-rwgco 
Erinya•mc.odwma Eri-tumwa Wmu-ntu ; a,·a• 
Eny-ama 
Ama-vere Ege-kembw. Eke-kondw Wmu-eri 
Efi,guku 
Ama-nwa Wrw-kwmw; cii\-kwmw 
Eri-ta. Eri-na 
Eri-gwti 
Wbw-tiku; am� 

E-gaini ; ci-

... 
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80 ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

7. 
English Lu-nya Lu-waiiga, Lu- Lu-masaba or , Lu-konde 

7a. 
Ki-kwria ; or 
Ki-suna and 

Ki-tende 

5-=i-;a. I 6. I 6a. I 

kaba�a�i, and I Lu-gi�u, &c. 
I 
ef l\� W. Elgon I 

Lu-nm1 (R.J, 

1 l -------�
-- ______ 

and 5bLu-sii'iga 
__ _ _____ _

Ki-guzii 
(Ki-suba or 
' Kro-swva ')

Stone ... 

Stool ... 

Sun 

Tail 
Tear 

Testicles 

Thief ... 

Thigh ... 

Tbing ... 

Thorn ... 

Tobacco 
To-day 

Toe 

To-morrow 

Tongue 

Tooth .. . 

Town .. . 

Tree ... 

Twins ...... 

Urine •.. 

Vein 
War 

Water 

Well, source 

Li-kina 

Esi-sala 

Eli-iiwa 

Li-sika 

,\ma-neke 

Omw-ibi 

Esi-ndu; 
ebi-ndu 

Li-wwa 

In-daba 
Lerc» 

Wlu-ala 

Wlu-limi 

Er-inw; am
enc., 

Li-dala 

Wmu-sala 

Ama-xana 

Ama-nyi 

Li-ye 

Ama,dzi, 
Ama-ci 

Ri-gina, 
Axa,cina 

Ici-sala, 
Ki-sala 

Om-basa or 
l\Iu-basu, 
1\-lu-wasw. 
Eri-uba 

Umu-piiiga 
Ri-sika 

Ama-nege 

Omw-ifi ; ave-fl 

Di-raiigw 

E�i-ndu, 
Exi-ndu; 
efi-ndu 

Li-wwa 

In-daba 
Lerr.>. Bw-iri 

wa lerr.> (5 b) 

E�i-tere. 
Wlu-ala 

lii-kiw (5 b)

Wlu-limi 

Ir-inc.>; am-inc.> 

Ri-dala, 
Di-tala. 
Mu-gidzi (5 b) 

Wmu-sala. 
Umu•ti(5b) 

Ama-xwana. 
Ama-basa 

:\ti-nyale. 
Ama-nyi 

Li-yie, Di-ye, 
Li-he, I-ye 

Ama-dzi, 
Ama-zi 

l�e-weri

Li-bale 

Iny-anga 

Li-sika; 
kama-sika 

Kama-nege 

Omw-ifwi; 
aba-fwi 

Di-range.> or 
Li-tafigw 

lsi-ndu or

Kiki-ndu; 
bibi-ndu 

Li-wwa; 
kamii-wa. 
Lulu-ala 

1-raba
Lerc.>

(Kia-lerc.>).
Lune.>

Si-tere or
Ki-tete

Kumu-gamba

Lu-limi 

Ir-inc.> ; 
kam-enw 

:'.'11 w-itwxc.>. 
Ki-rimba. 
Lu-kala 

Wmu-sala. 
Ki-sala. 
Kumwi-ti; 
kimi-ti. Kumu
rongwlw 

na-xwana 

:'.'11-enyari-re. 
Am-enye 

Li-ye. 
Ilu-sc.>lw 

Kam-edzi 

Di-bale, 
Li-wari 

lny-anga. 
(Ku-munr.> = 
sunlight) 

Ri-sika 

Cama-nege 

Umw-ifwi; 
baba-fwi 

Di-range.> 

Iki-ndu; 
bibi-ndu 

Lerr.>, 
Rerc.>. 
Lunw 

Jki-tere 

Gumu-gamba. 
L-itse

Lu-limi,
Lu-limu

Ir-inc.>, 11-inw ;
gam-enw

Gumu-ti; 
gimi-ti 

Haba-kwana 

Gam-enye? 

Li-he, 
Ri-ye 

Gam-edzi 

Eri-ena or 
Eri-gina 

Wmu-basu 

Eri-riga 

Ciii-getia. 
Eki-mbia or 

Em-bia 
Omw-ibi 

Ekeny-ama. 
lki-gwatu; 
i�·i

F.ge-ntu; 
ebi-ntu 

Eri-gwa 

Tumbatw 
Rerw 

Eki-ara ; ebi

Ancw 

Wlu-meme ; ci-

Ir-inc.>; 
gam-enw 

Wmu-ji; emi-

Eri-gina 

Wmro-basw 

Eri-isori 

Eri-nege ; ama• 

Wmm-ivi; 
ava-ivi 

Ege-ntu; 
e,i-ntu 

Eri-gwa, 
Eri-hiia 

Eri-kumbati 
Rerw 

Ek1-ara, 
Ek-era 

N-kiw. Icoi

Ono-reme; 
cin-deme 

Wmro-ji, 
Wmu-gi 

Umii-ti; imi-ti. Wmw-ti; emi,ti 
Eri-tumbe or 
Eli-tumbe; 
ama-

Eki-sare ; ebi-

Am-enyali. 
Usi-nyora 

Ese-gi. 
(Ku-rua-na =
to fight) 

Ama-ji 

E-sare,
Eri-sare;
(ci-, ama-)

Amasi-nyor",
Esi-nyoroi

Eri,bi ; ama•,
(Ku-tema-nl 
= lo figltl/

Ama-ci,
Ama-nci

,,. 

'" ... 



GROlJP A: NYANZA LANGUAGES 

--- ,-- -- -- -- -- -----------------,------

English 
s- , a. I 6. Lu-nyara I Lu-wanga, Lu- Lu-1nasaba orkabarasi, and I Lu-gifu, &c. Lu-rimi ( R. ), � 5 bLu-sifiga __ _ White man 

Wife ... 

Wmu-sufigu; aba- Wmu-sungu; awa-, aba-. Umw-eru (5 h) Wmu-xasi; aha- Wmu-xasi ; 
Wind ... 
Witch .. , ... Witchcraft Woman 
Wood ... ... 
Yam 

Im-hehw 
Wmu-lwsi Wmu-xana. Wmu-xasi Ci-xiii 

Year Omw-ika Yesterday... E-kulw Zebra ... A•pwtw. Ki,pwtw 

awa-I-bwhw,Im-behc.i.Omw-iekaWmu-lc.:ifiU-firaWmu,xasi.Umu-xanc.:,
(R.)Tsi-xui

I-fukwaOmw-aka. Wmw-ika E-kule.:tSirgwi, 1-sirke.:ti.Si-�iama-konde.:t

Umu-zufigu 
Wmu,xasi 
Im-bee.:,. Li-yaga Wmu-lc.:,si;aha•. Whu-lwsi Wmu-xana ; aha-. Wmu-xasi Tsi-xiii. Ki-sala Ki-kwa or Si-kwa 1-fula.Kumu-higc.:,Hi-n.ge.:tle.:tbe.1-kwlwaI-sore.:,

One ... Two Thre e ... Four Five ... Six 
-lala, -dala -n-dala, -dala, -twera or

Seven ... 
Eight ... Nine Ten 
Eleven 
Twenty 

-viri-datu-nne-tanw-tanw na(si-)lala-tanw na (hi-)wiri-tanw na(bi-)datu-tanw na(bi-)nneL1-xumi
Li-xumi na n-dala
Ama-kumi ka-wiri 

-lala-wiri-tarru-nne-rranwSasaba.:\l,kaga (5 h)�-safu.;\1-samvu (5 b) Mu-nane Xi-enda or;>i-enda E-xumi
E-xumi nan-dala
Ama-xumi ka-wiri 

-terwa. -lala-biri-taru-nne-ranc.:,Sesaba.1-sasabaIllu-safu
:>i-nane orKi-nane Si-enda orKi-enda E-xumi orKi-kumi orKumu-runduKi-kumi na -lala (or na-twera)Kama-gumi ka-bili. Kimi-rundu ki-biri 

Lu-konde 
nJ N. W. Rlgon 

7. Ki-guzii (Ki-suba or'Kw-swva') 7 a. Ki-k<»ria ; orKi-suna and Ki-tende 
6a.:J 

---------Umu-zui'igu 
Umu-kazi 
Im-bebe.:t 
Umu-lc.:,zi Umu-kiina; aha-. vmu-kazi Tiii-ku, T:iiii-ku? Ki-kwa Gumu-hige.:t? 
1-sigiria?

Wmu,sungu 
Wmrn-ke. Wmu-kungu. Wmu-kii Ern-behe.:t. Omw-aga Wmu•re.:tki Wmw-ke ; ava-. Wmw-kuiigu; ava-

Wmw-cungu 
Wmw-kare 
Em-behc.o. Wmw•kama; emeWm(l)•re.:tgi Wmw-ka.-e; ava-Wru-ke.:t; cifi-ke.:t Wrw-kc,o, Wrw-kwe; ciii-kwe

Omw-aka Wmo-ka ; emc-ka 1-gor(I) Mu-gc.:,rc.:,ba En-jage ; cin-
-mwe. -dwera -mu, -me.:, -me.:t,•mwe-wiri-datu, -ratu-nnii-tanw:\fu-kagaMu-safu 
Ki-nane Ki-enda E-kumi ,,r Ki-kumi, orGumu-rougc.:,?Gumu-rundu?E-kumi na-dwera
Gama-kumi ga-bili. Gimi-rundu(or Gimi-rouge.:t ?) gi-biri 

-beri, -viri-satu, -tatu-nye, -nne-sane.:,, -tanc.:,•Sanw (-tane.:t)na i-mw•sane.:, (-tanw)na i-were(i-viri)-sane.:, na i-satu(i-tatu) Ki-anda 1-kumiWmu-roiig(I)

-viri-tatu-nne-tanw-sansabaMu-huiigati 
Mw-nane Ki-anda. K-enda1-kumiWmu-rougw

1-kumi na i-mc.:, 1-kumi na11)-mw. �wi-kumi na Ama-kumi a-were orEmi-ron.gClli-viri
o-mweMi-rouge.:,i-biri.Mi-rouge.:,ni i-viri

_L 

... 

.,.. ..... 

----q ••• 

~-" '1 

, .... 1 11 

... 

... 
1•1 l"'f'I 



82 ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

5. s a. - I 6. 6a. 7. 7a. 
English Lu-nyara Lu-wai'iga, Lu- , Lu-masaba or Lu-konde Ki-guzii Ki-kwria; or 

kabarasi, and Lu-gi�u, &~c. of N. W. F:lgon (Ki-suba or Ki-suna amt 
Lu-rimi (R.), 'Kw-swva') Ki-tende 

and5 bLu-sifiga 

Thirty Ama-kumi Ama-kumi Kama-gumi Gama-kumi Ama-kumi (or Mi-roi'igw 
ka-datu ka-tarru ka-taru ga-datu Emi-rongw) i-talu

a-tatu (i•tatu)
Forty ... Ama-kumi Ama-kumi Kama-gumi Gama-kumi Ama-kumi Mi-rongw i-nne 

ka-nne ka-nne ka-nne ga-nnii a-nye or
ga�ye._ Emi-
rouge.:, 1-nye

:.\1i-roiigw Fifty ... Ama-kumi Ama-kumi Kama-gumi Gama-kumi Ama-kumi
ka-tanw ka-rranw ka-ranw ga-ranw a-tanw. Emi- i-tanw

roiigw i-sanw
Hundred . . . Li-kana Li-kana or Li-tondw or Ri-tondCoJ? Emi-roi'igw Eri-gana 

E-:;;a kumira Kimi-roiigCoJ Gimi-roi'igw i-kumi
orE-gana(5b) ki-kumi or gi-kumi? 

Kama-kumi 
ki-kumi 

Thousand ... Si-xumi Ama-kana Kama-tondCoJ 
ma-xumi ki-kumi 

I, me, my ... Ni-sie, E-sie. Nyeni (R.), 
>li-sie, E-sie. 
N-, Ny-. 

1-se. N-.
-sese. -n•.

w-swyu? N- Nje, Inje,Nwxi. Inci. Uni. N,, 
Na-, N-. 
-n•. -a-iige

Na-, N-. -n-. -ane

-sie. -n-.
-a-iigi, -a-nje

-ase -n·. -ane

Thou,thee,thy E-we. U-. I-we, E-we. U-,
w-.

I-we. U-. E-we-wc. U-
•ku-. -w•w(.,).

I-we, Uwe. U-.
-ku-. -a-w•XU·, ·XW·. 

-a•CoJ -xw-. -yw •<.,) 

He, him, his Ye. U-yu. Yi•, lye, Ye, Nii. 
A-. w-yu. A-,

Ye. '\Ji-ye. Ye.)-, Ye? Ww-yu. Ye? Ere. A-. 
Ye-. A-, U-. A-, U- -mu-. -a-ye,

-mu-, -mw•. Ye-. -mu-. -e-we, -e -a-ke

We, us, our 

-a-e-

E-fwe. XCoJ•.
·XU·. -e-fu,
-e-fwe

Ye, you, your E-iiwe. Mu-. 
-ba- ?. -e-fiwe

They, them, 
their 

All 

This, these 

A-ba. Ba-,
Wa-.
-ba-. -a•CoJ

•CoJSi

-nw (u-nw,
ba-nw; ku-nw,
ki·nCoJ, li-nw,
ka-nw; si-nCoJ,
bi-nw; yi-nw,

-mu-, -moo•.
-ye

1-fwe, E-fwe. I-fwe, Fwe.
Ku-, Xu-. Ku-.
-ku-. -e-ru or -ku- ·
-c-fii. 

I-fwefwe. Ku- N-twe. Tu-.
-tu-. -e-tu

I-nyue.
-wa-!.

Mu-. 1-nywe, Mwe. I-yenyiie, Mu- I-nyiie, Nwe. 
-e-nyu Mu-. Mu-?. 

-mu-, -ba-. -?-. -e-nu 
-e-nyiie

A-bCoJ. :.\-1-baboo. A-bCoJ, BCoJ, A-bCoJbCoJ. Ba- A-boo, A-ba.
Ba-. 
-ba-, -wa-.
-a-w, -a•b(.,)

·CoJSi, •(.,)Se

-noo (wu-nCoJ,
ba-noo( wa•ll(.,) ); 
gu-noo, gi-nw ;
&c., much as
in Lu-nyara).

Ni•b(.,). Ba-. 
-ba-. -a-we

-esi(forpersons -esi, •(.,)Si
down to znd
pers. plural)

-wsi (for' them'
and for all
otlzer things)

•llCoJ (u-nc.>,
ba-nw; ku-n(.,),
ki-nCoJ; li-nCoJ,
ka•llCoJ; ki-noo,
bi•nCoJ; i-noo,

•llc.) (wU•ll(.,),
ba-n(.,), &c.,
similar /()
Lu-masaba,
with t/ie sligltt

Ba-. 
-ba-. -a•b(.,)

-onsi

A-iye, Uwe. U:.
-ku-. -e-yw,
-a•w

U-yu, A-.
-mu-. -a-ye,•e

I-tu. Tu-.
-tu-. -e-tu

I-nu. Mu-?.
-?-. -e-nu

M-baiyu. A-bll.
Ba-.
-ba-. -a-bw,
-a•(.,)

-nw ( 1,1-nw, a\',·
0(.,); wgw:n�
gc-nCoJ ; n-n�,
ga-nCoJ ; ke,nm,
vi•n(.,) ; e-no,

......... 



English 

This, these 
(,ontinued) 

That, those 

Bad .. . 
Black .. . 
Female 

Fierce, sharp 
Good .. . 
Great .. . 
Little ... 

Long .. . 
Male .. . 

Old 
Red 
Rotten 

Short... 
Sick 
White 

Above, up, on 
top 

Before 

GROUP A: �YA�7,A LAKGUAGES 

5. 
Lu-nyara 

5a. 
--1- --Z -

Lu-wai'iga, Lu-
1 

Lu-masaba or
kabarasi, and Lu-gifu, &c. 
Lu-rimi (R.), 

mu! 5 b Lu•sii'iga J 

6a. 
Lu-konde 

of N. W. Elg1m 

ci-nw ; U•Dw ;
? tu-nw: xa-nw;
bu-nw; xu-nw;
wa-nwora-nw;
mu-nw)

For t/1e I 6t/1

dass it is 
Ha•n<.:i. Also: 
f1gui'igu-n<.:i, 
mbaba-no:, ; 
:3-...,c. 

tsi•nc.> ; lu•nc.>; dijferences of 
? ru-nw: xa•noo; conc(}rd forms) 
bu-noo; xu•nc.> ; 

Uyu,aba; uku, Oyu or Uyu, 
eki; eli, aka; aha (awa); 
esi, ebi; eyi, ugu, egi ; eli; 
eci; ulu; uru; aga ; e;ii ; efi ; 
axa; ubu ; eyi, etsi ; ulu; 
uxu; awa or uru; axa; ubu; 
aa; umu uxu;aba;umu 

•lia ( ngu-lia, ba• -lia (u-ria,
lia or mba-lia; figu-lia, &c.)
figu-lia,fiki-lia;
ndi-lia, i'ika-
lia ; nsi-lia,
mbi-lia ; nyi-
lia, nci-lia ;
ndu-lia ; ntu-
lia ? ; nxa-lia ;
mbu-lia ; nxu-
lia; 6�c.)

-bi -bi
•mad. Ra-tenyi -imari
-xasi, -duasi, -xassi

-iduasi

-lai
•kali
-dudu

-lulu
-lai
-kulu, -kali
-dutu, •dudu,

-tutu
-rambi, -Iambi -rambi
•swlire. -i-saca. -sadza. -xwle
ye-ywle(adult),
-ywle

-bo:,la
(kwa-b<.:ila)

·X<.:ifu
lnzco-kanyw
-bwla

-i-bikiti
-luwala

ha-nc.>; mu-noo; 
gu-nc.>. Y<•>•nw, 
b(o)ba-nc.>; 
kwcuku-nc.>; 
kihlki-nw, byoo· 
bi-noo; lShltSi-
nw; e,vc.) 

Uy-o:,, ab-c.> ; 
ookoi-c.>, cki•oo ; 
iry-w, ak•c.> ; 
iky•c.> ; &--c. 

Y<u-yw, bw-bw; 
kwookw•c.>,kiw
kic.> ; &c.

-la or -ra (u-la,
ba-la, ku-la.,
li-ra, &--c.)

-bi
-mali 
-xasi

-lahi
-gali. -tsc.>he
-kexe, -kekke,
-kece

-lehi
-setsa. -sinde

-gore
-w-esemu
-bc,)la (verbal)

-futyu. -mbi

Racari -marira. -lafu -waiiga

T-kulu Iii-gagi (hafi
gagi, kufi
gagi) 

Behind Eny-uma 
1-mberi
Eny-uma

l\'f u-m(o)ni 
lny-uma Eny-uma 

7. 
Ki-guzii 

(Ki-suba or
'K<u-swva ') 

Wyu,ava; uyu, 
eye ; eri, aya; 
eke, eve ; eye, 
eci ; urw ; ?, 
eke; o:,bc.:,; 
wkw,? 

-ria (w,ria, ava•
ria; u-ria,
e•ria ; ri-ria,
a-ria ; ke-ria,
ve-ria ; e-ria,
ci-ria ; ru-ria ;
?, ke-rla;
oobo-ria;
(uko-ria; a-ria)

-be
-1nwamu
Ei'i-kari, -kari

-uya, -ya
-kuru. -nene
-ke, -ki

7 a.

Ki-kwria; or
Ki-suna and 

Ki-tende 

Ci•OW ; fO)·llc..> ; 
?, ken(,) ; 
bw-noo;kco•nc,); 
ha-nw) 

Uyu, ava, 6~c.

•ria (u-ria, ava
ria : gu-ria,
gi-ria ; ri-ria,
ga-ria; ke-ria,
vi-ria; 6->c.) or

•ra (u-ra,ava•ra;
gu-ra ; &>c.)

-be
-mwam'
-kari

-ia
-nene
-ke

-saja. -gore. -saca ?. -gore.
-isia (dlildrm) -risia (chil-

dren) 

-mumu

-dabu, -rabu. -rabc.>
-lafu

1-gor<.:i Ke-riii. Ki-gore,) 

, . 

.. , 

,.. .. . .. .., 
I ■ 

·--



English 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LA:\TGUAGES 

5. 
Lu-nyara 

7. 
Ki-guzii 

(Ki-suba or 
'K(l)•swva ') 

Lu-wa.5n�a, Lu- Lu-m:�ba or 

1

' Lut��de 
I 

kabarasi, and / Lu-giftt, &-,c. of N. W. E�1;on 

1 

Lu-rimi (R.), 
and 5 b Lu-siiiga 

-------'---- ·-- --- -- __ I ___ , __ 

Below, down 
Far 
Here ...

In, inside ... 

Middle 
Near ...

Outside 

Plenty, many 
There ... 

Where P 

No! 

Not('wilhverb, 
/ls prefix, in
fix, or suffix) 

To 
" 

beat 
" 

buy, sell 
" 

come ... 

" 
cut 

" 
dance ... 

" die 
" eat 
" give 
" 

go ... 

" 
kill 

,, know 
JI laugh 
" 

leave off, 
cease 

" love,want 

JI see 

,, sit,remain, 
abide 

" sleep ...

" 
stand,stop, 

be erect 
" steal ... 

A-Ile.>

Mu 

-iiigi
E-riii

E-na?

A- Ia .

-tawe. Si- (Si-,
Soo•, Sa-,Sixu-,
Simu-, Siba-,
with !lie differ
ent pro11ou11s)

luxu-

-kula
-yece ?. -eja,

-ija

-xalace

-xina
-fwa
-dia, -lia
-wa (•ba)
-ac.o?

-ita
,manya
-cexa

-enya

-lc.ola

-kc.ona

-iba

A-si
Aa-le
Ha-nw

Mu. j:I u-kari 

A-kare
Ha-mbi

Ul-uka. 
Lu-anyi 

-figi
E-r1a, li-ria.

luxu-ria
Hc-na?

1-mwalw
II a-leyi
Ha-nw. Ku-nw. 

Mu-nw
Mu. Mu-gari.

Mu-nda
-gari. Ha-gari
Ha-mbi

lla-tsie. 
1-bulafu

-i'igi
A-bw. Ha-la.

Ku-la. Itai
He-na l

Ha-nw 

Ha-la 

Tawi ! Ta! A.ii ! Dawe! 
Tawe ! -bnsa !

-tawi. -ta. Si- Hi-, Ha-,
(Si-, Sw-, Sa-, -ka, -ta,
Siku-, Simu-, Bu-, Bula,
Siba-) Kula

luxu- luku-
-xuya -kupa
-kula, -kura -gula
-nzie, -tsa
-ndzidza,
-widza

-xalace, -kala
-kalaxa

-r,ina -kina
-fwa -fwa
-dia -lya
-ha (-ba, -be) -ha (-ba)
-dzia, -dza ?. -tsya. -genda
-cenda

,irra -ka
-manya -manya
-tsexa -zeka
-leka -leka

-enya. -cama -gana

lwla (-dc.ola). bc.ona. -lwla 
-liiiga

-ikala -ikala

1-kc.ona,-:xc.ona -gwna
-ema

-iba -iba

lt)ku-

-kwa

-genda

-ira, -ita
-manya
-zeka

-gana

-bc.ona

-gc.ona

1 'Sleeping-place' is Awu-liri. 

Anse 

Ai-ga? 

Ime 

A-ne na

I-sik(I)

.figi 
A-lia

E-raii?

Yaya ! Tindi ! 
Inci ! l 

Ti-

luku-

-gura
-ja, -ca

-butura.
?tema

-tei'iga
-kwa, -gu-kwa
-lia
-wa

-genda. -icia

-ita
-manya

-c-tera.
-mwanca,
-hanca-na

-rc.ora

-!ala 

-iba

7 a. 
Ki-kwria ; or 
Ki-suna and 

Ki-tende 

Hanse 

Muse 

Ne haiie, 
1-hai'ii

Ki-bara 

Na-iare? 
_A-iyare l 
Aii ! 

Ti-

luku-, Ku-

-ja

-vitora. -keba

-vina
-gu-kwa

-genda

-ita
-manya

-hanca-na

... ··I 

. " 

"I . " 

ii1I 
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... 
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GROGP A: NYAKZA LANGUAGES 

PREFIXES AND CO.NCORDS IN LU-NYARA 
Prcprefixes present. 

Class I. Wmu- (mu, u•, yu-, figu-); 2. Aba- or Awa- (ba); 3. Wmu- (mu-, ku-, figu-, u); 4. Emi-, 
Imi- (mi-, ki-, iigi-, i-); 5. Eri-, Eli-, Li, (Ii-); 6. Arna- (ma-?, ka-, iiga- ?) ; 7. Esi- (si-) ; 8. Ebi- (bi-); 
(8 a. Ebi- used in singular or collective, and slightly diminutive sense); 9. Yi-, I-, In- (e-, yi-); 10. Eci-, 
Ezi•, Ti• (ci) ; 11. Wlu- (Ju-); 12. Uru- (ru-) plural to 13; 13. Axa- (xa-); 14. Wbu- (bu-, mbu-) ; 
15- Wxu- (xu-); 16. ? Aa•, Wa- (a•); 17. Mu- (as preposition).

l'RE�"IXJ::S, &c., 1:--l" J,t,:.WANGA, &c. 
Much as in Lu-nyara; except that concord of Class I is sometimes wu- a!ld gu-, that of 3 ku- or 

gu-, of 4 ki-. Class 5 is sometimes Edi-, Di-, Ri-. Class 7 is Eci•, Ki•, Efi•, Ife, and in Lu-sii'iga lki-; 
8 is Efi-, Ifi-, but occasionally Ebi-, Bi-. 10 is Tsi-, and 16 is Ha-. 

PREFIXES, &c., IN LU-MASABA AND LU-KONDE 
Preprefixes are present. 

Class I. Wmu-, Umu,, Namu- (umu-, u-, yw-): 2. Baba-, Bana- {ba-) ; 3. Kumu- or Gwnlt• (kurnu
or gumu-, ku- or gu-); 4. Kimi- or Gimi- (kimi- or gimi-, ki- or gi-); 5. Li-, Ki-, or Di•, Iri- (Ii-, ri-); 
6. Kama• or Gama- (kama- or gama-, ka- or ga-); 7. Si-, Ki-, Ci-, lki-, Ek.i-, Eci-, Kiki- (si- or ki-,
kiki-); 8. Evi,, Ibi-, Ebi-, Bi•, Bibi- (bi-, bibi-) ; [8 a. The same in a singular sense]; 9. E-, I-, Yi
or Ye-, In-, Ii'i-, Iny- (e-, i-, yi-); 10. Tsi-, Ci-, Ti-, Iti-, Eti-, Etsi, (tsi- or ti-); 11. Udu-, Ulu-, Lulu
(lu-); 12.? Ru-; 13. Aka- or Axa- (ka-); 14. Wwu-, Wbu-, Bubu- (bu-); 15. Wxu-, Uku•, Kuku- (ku-);
16. Aha-, Ha- Iha-, hw-); 17. Wmu- (mu-, -mu); 18. Gugu- (gu-) (pl. Gimi-).

There would seem to be superimposed honorific prefix: Na-; pl. Bana•.

PREFIXES, &c., IN KI-GUZII AND KI-KORIA 
Preprefixes arc present. 

Class 1. Wmu-, Wmw• (c»mu-, Cl>-, yu-, ni-); 2. Aba-, Ava- (ba-, va-, aba-); 3. Wmu-, Wmco• ((l)mu•, 
yu-, u-); 4. Emi-, Erne- (emi-, i-, e-, ye-); 5. Eri-, Eli- (ri-); 6. Arna- (ama-, a-, ga-, ya-?); 7. Iki-, 
Eki,, Egi-, Eci-, Eke-, Ege- (ki-, kc-); 8. Ebi-, Evi- (bi-, vi•, ve-); 8 a?; 9. Yi-, Ye,, I-, E-, En-, En-, 
Eny- (n-, ny'-, e-, ye-); 10. Ci-, Cin-, Cin- (ny'-, ci-); 11. Orn-, Wrco, (ru-); 12. missing; 13. Eke
(ke-); 14. Wbu-, Ww-, Wbw- (bu-); 15. Wku-, Wgu- (ku-, gu-); 16. Aa•, Aha-; 17. ? Mu-, Meo-, M'•?; 
18? 

. 5: Lunyara is spoken round Port Victoria and Berkeley Bay, immediately east of Bus<>,ga and the 
Siu> river, on the coasts and islands of the north-north-cast shores of the Victoria l\yanza, and in the 
Samia hills and the lower course of the Nzoia river. 

; a. Luwaiiga is spoken in Bnntu Kavirondw, the basin of the Nzoia river, southwards nearly to the 
Vala river. The Lusiiiga dialect (5 b), is the language of Lnsifiga Island, near the entrance to Kavirondw 
liay. It is much mixed with Luganda. 

6. Lumasaba is spoken in the region north of Kavirond,o and immediately west and to some extent
south of 1Iount Elgon; in the 1[asaba country of small extent, bounded on the west by theElgurni and on 
the north and east by the Elgonyi-Nandi. 

6 a. Lukonde is spoken 111 the northern part of the Masaba country, to the west-north-west of .\fount 
Elgon. 

7. Kiguzii is spoken south of Kavirondw Bay, in the Kroswva region east of the Victoria �yania, from
the coast belt, as far east as the ascent to the Lumbwa-Mau plateau. 

7 a. Kikoria is spoken in the east coast region of the Victoria Nyanza south of Kc»swva and (approxi
mately) the 1st degree of South latitude, as far as the northern limits of the Unyamwezi group and the 
eastern range of Rukerebe; and as far cast as the steppe cOlLntry of the Tatwg,1 and Dorwbw. 



GROUP B 

THE \VUNY AivIWEZI LANGUAGES 

8. Ki-;sai,i I and Ki-rori 
9. North and North-east Nyamwezi (Ki-sukuma,

Ki-rwana) 
9a. :Korth-west Nyamwezi (�i-sumbwa) 

9 c. South, Central. and East Nyamwezi (Ki 
-nyanyembe, Ki•kc.>nofigc.>,2 Xi-ximbu,
Ki-nafikwila 3) 

10 Ki-nyaturu or Ki-limi
9 b. \\'est Nyamwezi {Ki-galaganza, Ki•vinza,

Ki-bende, Ki-gala)

-, 
English 

Adze ••• 
Animal, wild
beast

Ant

Ant, white
(termite) 

Ape (chim•
panzi or
gorilla)

Arm ...
Arrow 

Axe ... 

Baboon 
Back ... 

Banana

Beard ...Bee 

I 
I 

Belly ,stomach,
abdomen

Bird . . .

Blood ...

8. 

Ki-�ar,i and
Ki•rori

9. 
:--:orth and 
Korth-east

Nyamwezi 
(Ki-sukuma)

Pisu

I-sofiga

M-pasa 

Xorth-west \\'est South, Central, 
-9a.

J 
9b. -r 9-c.

Nyamwezi Nyamwezi and East 
(�i-sumbwa) Nyamwezi

IO. 

Ki-nyaturu
(Ki-limi)

? 1-sembe Ki-hendw; i-
).l.dimu; ma
dimu

Lu-swa

KU-WCQkc.>. KU-WCQkc.>
Lu•g<Qnw

M-pasa

I-saiigwa; ma-.
Ka-�i�i;
tu-;nill. 
:->i-Jamba. 
1-tini; ma• 

M-swa; mi-swa

i\l u•kc.>nw or :\lu-kc.>nc.>Ku-kwnc.> 
Mw-ambi; mi-.
I-sofiga ; ma•.
N-gc.>ve. 
'.'\ -S<»mc.>,
:\lu-geta

M-basa. 
Kuku, In-kuku N-kwbe 

I-sembe 
1-guku. I-kc.>ve
l\lu-goi'igw, 1\1-goiigc.>Gong<,) :\1-goiigw

I-tc.>ki ; ma- Lu-twke.
Gonza

N-tesu Lu-saku 
N-suki Lu-zwk.i.

L-wk.i
N•ta. N-da
N-ea:,ni .l\' •ea:,lli
l\li-ninga (pl.J Ma-gazi

:\I-goiigw. 
Kum-suna

�-da.
Kany-uni; tu-

J\f.goiigw.
l\.fa-iii'igw 

I-dc.>ke; ma-.
(;\lu-gomba, 
K-sambala=
plant) 

Ka-lezu 
N-zuki; 

ma-yuki 
N-da; man-da. :\ -dii.
Ki-pu;maki-pu 

l •nc.>ni ; ma-. N -nea:,ni 
Ka-UCQDi ; tun-Ma-gazi Zagami

1 Both so Jar !Juite unrepresented ly published vocab11/aries, but presumed to be Bantu and intermediate betwcfflt/1e Nyamwezi and Nyanza groups. See Bernhard StrucJ.,•s map accompanying /zis dissertation on tllf' speeclz of th1
Tatwga and Jraku peoples ittlJr. Fritz Jc1eger's 'So,ulerabdruck aus das floc/da,ut der Riesmkrater'. Berlin, 191 I, • Stern's and Mcin/1oj's Ki-kCQnongc.>. 3 Steere's 'Nyamwezi' and Ki-nyanyembe.

T 
... 

.. 
! 'I 

,., ..... 
... 

'" 
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English 

Body .... .. Bone ..... . Borassus palm Bow ... 
Bowels 
Brains 
Breast (man's) Breast (woman's) Brother 

Buffalo 
Bull ... 
Buttocks 
Canoe ... 
Cat 
Charcoal Chief ... 
Child ... 

Cloth .. . 
Cold .. . Country 
Cow ... 
Crocodile .. . 
Day ... . .. 

GROUP B: WUNYAMWEZI LANGUAGES 

9. North amt Korth-east Nyamwezi (Ki-sukuma) 
1'1,edi 1-kuha.Mu-hamaBu-ta
Mu-la (pl.)

B-oiigw
Ki-kuwa 1-wele; ma-
Mu-zuna 

I 9 a. .Nonh-west 
I Nyamwezi (?i-sumbwaJ 
I_ 

Bu-gondoo 
J:lu-ta; ma-ta 
Bu-la 
Bw-oiigw 
N-kuku1-wele; ma-
:\hi-zuna . (B-ine = companions: ue 
p. 46)

M-bwkoo?
Jeku ; rna-yeku ::\ ,zagamba 
�fa-take.:, 1l u,hende 
\\'-atw; m-atoo N-galawa. \V-atw, 
C-auiigu.Li-zaiigu

Bw-atw �y-aww 
I-kala; ma-kala 1-kalaM u-fumu ; ba- M u-na . 
::\lw-ana; b-ana. K,ana;tu-ana
Mw-enda 
�1-behw C-alw ; �i-alw
N-ombeii,kima.N-omben-�ekiN-wenaLu-siku

Mw-ami. ::\f u-ndeva; ba::\f w-ana. :\lu-na. Mu-yanda 
::\Iw-enda 
Lu-pehw pehoo ?i•alw; vy-alw. Li-fialoo ; ma-vyalw N-ombeii-kima
N-gwinaLu-siku

9b. I -;c. - 7 West 
I 
South, Central, N yam wezi ,md East Nyamwezi 

_l 

1-lumbu

Kany,aw ; tu
I-kala 
Mtw-ana (o). Mw-ana; pl.v-ana orw,ana.K-ana.Ka-keke

N-ombeii-kimaN-ombeii-kwtw

l\1 U•Wili 1-guha
i\Iu-hetw. 
Wu-ta U-la.1-gombelw.Lu

:,
ze; u,zeV-ongw,W-oiigwKi-kuwaI-wele; ma-

Mu-suna. Mu-dugu, �-dugu. (Ki-lumbu =brolherho11d. Wu-dugu= brolltcrhood) I•bwgw; ma-. ::\1-boogw N-zagamba.N-ombem-gw;.iLu-findw;ma-Ju-. 1-gwnaN-galawa.Vw,atoo )1-gwmaK,yawa
I-kala; maM-temi.Mu-hanya;waMw-ana

Mw-enda. M-gutw. Bugu11-behwC ,alw ; fi ,alw
N-ombeii-kima.11-bwgwma.N-dwgwsaN-gwinaLu,j ;.i ; n-i11i.Lu-siku. (Limi= dayligltt)1 Tltere are see111i11gry /1110 pl11rals to 13 {Ka-)-both pi- and tu-.

10. Ki-nyaturu (Ki-limi) 

U,ta 

W-aiigwe

1-lumbu (?)

Ny-au 
::\f-temi 
M w-ana; ana. Ka-i'iinya ;pi-iiinya. K-ana; pl.pi-ana ortu-ana 1
I-siiii; ma-saa

:\{,pepw 

U-tiku; ma•

r 

l 
"I 

,.. 

M,t, 

... 



88 

English

Devil, evilspirit 

Doctor (medi-cine man) Dog ...Donkey 
Door,doorway

Dream

Drum ...
Ear
Egg
Elephant

ExcrementEye 
Face, foreheadFat 
Father
Fear
Fire
Fish Foot

Forest

Fowl .. .Frog .. . Ghost .. .

GiraffeGirl 

Goat ...
,, {he)

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

8.KijIT./li a_nd
1-ron 

9· 9a. North a11d North-west Korth-east Nyamwezi Nyamwezi (�i-sumbwa)(Ki-sukuma)
Kiiwe. I-behc., M,sambwa;mi-

\Iu-fumc.,
M-fwa, ::\1-bwa \1-bwa M,hunda. I,dc.,gc.,we \f u-liangc.,.:\I u-zigc., 

Ki,rc.,tc.,;

N-c.,ma

�i-

Ku-tu; ma-tu
I ,k.i ; ma,gi
M-huli (-puli)

::\1a,fwi 1l -isc., ; m-isc.,
U-iiu '.\la-kuta
Bawa
B-cowa
'.\[-otco

t1-pambala.Lu-geri 
'.\[ -ongco

Kc.,kw
'.\Iu-zimu

>1-twiga'.\fo.iieki

M-buli, Puri,Pudi 1-gulati

1-dcogc.,we
Mu,zigc., 

1-gc.,ma (dance)
Ku-twe;ma-twe

�-zc.,vu

L-i= ; m-is,c.,
Bu-�ic., Ma-futa. l\Ia,savu Baba. 1-sco.1-�ie. 1-sa-B-cowa 
::\lu-lirc.,
N'-fwi Mu-gere. N-gulu; ma-gu]u 

N-kc.,kc., K,cola, Li,c.,la\f,ana (pl.) 

�-twiga Mw,an'-ike. Mu-hala. Mw-an'-ik'<•>we
::\1-buzi
N-gulati

9b. I 9c. \Vest South, Central,Nyamwezi and East Nyamwezi

\f-gawc.,; mi-. Lim,dimi. 
I-pasa. Li-tungaMu-zimu. M-sambwa ::\fo,lagiizi.Mu-fumu::\1,bwa M-bwa I-dc.,gc.,we :-1/,sc.,ve. �-dc.,gc.,weMu-zigc.,. Li-gi. Mu-vita \[u.zigc.,.\[u,vita I�i-lc.,ti or ;>i-lc.,ti or Ki-Jc.,ti ; fi,lc.,tiN-c.,ma, N,gc.,ma 1-twe; ma-twe. Ku-twi. 1-twiKi-twe 1-gi, Li-gi;ma-gi M-huli; ma-puli.[\ •Zc.,Vll 

\fa.fi L-insc.,; L-iscom-insc.,, J).jSc., Vu,iiu, \\'-iiiu\[a,guta 
Tata, Tate. Vava, Wawa.Baba Tata. Wa• V-c.,va. 1-timwaUm-otco. l\l-otc.,. 1\1 u-lilc., \[ u-lilc., :'.J'-sombaLu-geri. Lu-pambala

Pori. 1-polu,1-pcolu. l-kunguN-gwkw Ic-ula \lu,sambwa. \lu,zimu. Hc.,lc.,. Lcozw
Ka-keke :-1/-hwiga :Vi w-ani' -ke.Ka-kcota M-hya. \£ u-di-ana.'.\(u,hala Buzi; ma-t 1\1-buli. M-buzi
:Vl-buzi N,gulatim-gwsia

IO. Ki-nyaturu(Ki-limi) 

::\I-sambwa (?)

M-bwa N-doywe

Ki-twe; ma-t'We
r -yi j ma-yi

Li-hc., ; mi-hw

Tata

::\[ -otco

M-biii
N-gulati

T T 
... 
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9· 9a. 9 b. 

I 9c. 
IO. English 

Goat (she) ... God ... .. . 

Grandparent 
Grass ... Ground Ground-nut 

Guinea-fowl Gun Hair ... .. . 

Hand ... 

Head ... Heart... 
Heel 
Hide 
Hill 
Hippopotamus 
Hoe , .. 
Honey Horn ... 
House... ... 

Hunger Husband Hyena 
Iron ... 

Island 

·�ri a.ndK1-ron I 

I 

North and North-east Nyamwezi� (Ki-sukuma) 
M-bugumaLu•kubi.1-kulu.M ll•lttfigu (?)
Guku? 

Korth-west Nyamwezi (;,i-sumbwa) 
- - --

Li-nze. Nze. Lu-kubi. Li•walelw 
Guku 

1-sc.>a; ma-sc.>a I•sara:\fa.saluM-hande Lu-kalai'iga 

l\'lu-nducw N-zwiri,N-yuile,Zuile

N-kai'iga
:\lu-sasi; mi-

Ki-kanza ; �i- Ku-bwkw. l•ganza? 
Mii-twe .M•oyw 
1-�igina
N-diri
Ki-goi'igw 
N-guwu

n-wkiM-hembe
N-umba

In.zala 
Piti 
Ki-sinza. Ci-uma 
I-ciiiga

:\I u-twe 

Lu-bu 

N-gubu.N-twmombwN-fuka
nw-wi;i M-pembe
N-umba.Kaya
Ilu-tamw 
1-fisi
Si-wma 

' Ki-bende. 

West Nyamwezi South, Central, 
I and EastNyamwezi 

Ki-nyaturu (Ki-limi) 
_I -------

Li-walelw. 1-dzuwa.Mu-lungu

Lu-nyele; i-nyele
Ku-wwkw. 1-kasa

:'llu-lungu. Li-nguluwe. Li-uva. Li-kuve. Li-welelw Gukuo; wa+.Mama2;wa+ Li-swa. � -dima N-si, :N-ciHalanga;
niak+. M-hande;map-. l •ywvaHanga; mak+:'l'lu-nduziLun-dwili;n-dwili orn-zuile.Mu-sasi: mi-Ku-kwnw.Ku-vc.>kw.1-ganza orI-gandaMu-twe Mu-twe, M-twe:'11-oyw. (l-tima 1-tima. :'11-oyw.= liver) l\.fw-egc.> 

l\1-swsi 

Ny-umba. Ka-sumba 1 

1-�iginw orKi-�insila1-kwva. Kagingi. Diri Ki-gulu. 1-tundaN-dwmondw or1-twmombw1-suka.1-gembe,•u-ki, \Vu-kiM-hembe;ma-pembe.Li-egaN-umba.N-su; mau-su.1-vanza. 1-zi;ma-zi
11-biti; ma-viti.I-witi; mawiti

N-dwgc.>saMu-i'igu 

Lun-dwile; n-dwili

:'lfo-twe (?) 

1-gembe; ma-

Ky-umba 

?i-uma. (:Ny-ondc.> 
= /zammer) 

lci-uma. Ic-uma Ki-sinza.Li-dini.Fi-swlwKi-silwa.Ka-mwimpi

,., 

"' 

I" 

'" 

... 

... 

,, ... L p 

• t .. 
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English 

Ivory ... 
Knee ... 
KnHe ... 
Lake 
Leg Leopard Lion ... Lips .. . Magic .. . 

Maize .. . Man .. . 
Man, vir. 
Meat ... 
Medicine l\1ilk ... 
Monkey 
Moon ... 
Mother 
Mountain ... 
Mouth Nail (of finger or toe) Name ... 
Navel ... 
Neck Night ... 

Nose ... 
Oil palm 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

-: - s.- T -;.-Ki-�ui and ::•forth and Ki-rori :'\orth-east Nyamwezi (Ki-sukuma) 
:',Ji-nc.,ga. M-huli
I-cwi

Ku-kulu Suwi K-simbaNc.,mc.,; mi+Bu,Jc.,zi.llu-kaii.ga
Dim-bukiri Mu-nhu; ba-nhu 

N-ama
Bu-kaiiga J\fa-bele 
N-tumbiri
:\I w-eci. Nw-ezi Maya 
Lu-kulu; fi-kulu 
Mu-lc.omc.o I-noii.ga
D-ina

9a. North-west Nyamwezi (�i-sumbwa) 
N-kumbi
�i-vwi; vi-

�r-anza 
Ku-gulu 
N-�imbaMi-lc.>lllc.> ( pl.)Bu-lc.,zi

l\lu-ntu; ba-ntu. ;\l\1-gc.,�a 
In-ama 
nu-fumu l\la-wele 
N-kende
Kw-ezi. :\1w-ezi Nina. Mwamayw. 
Mayc.o. Nc.>-krn Lu-kulu 

l\lu-lc.omc.o Li-ala 
I-gina

N-hingc., Lu-kc.,i,i Bu-ciku, Bu-feku, Wu-siku. llu-fuku. U ,fuku. (Giti llu-ire. = darkness) Giti N ,indc., N-ind<-> 

-

i
-- --r-

9b. , 9c. \\'est South, Central, Nyamwez
-

i 
I 

and East 
IO. Ki-nyaturu (Ki-limi) 

K-ele
)ly.anza. I-tawa
Ku-gulu 

'.\tu-ntu; wa-ntu 

Ny-ama 

::'llw-ezi or Umw-edi U-mai
J\I-swzi. :\lu-tanda? 
:\1 u-dc.,mw 
J,sina 

Ny-indc.,. lm-puna 

Nyamwezi 
I-puli; ma-puli.Li•Dc.>lia.l\I,huli1-swi; wa-swi.I-ziiK-ele: ma+ or Mu-ye; mi-yetw,ele. Lu•fU·K-ambiKy-anza. Hawa. 1-lambc.,Ku-gulu �-suwi N-simbaMi-lwmw (pl.)Vu-vina.\·u-fumu.Vu-lwgi.Vu-gai'iga

1Mu-dege;\[u-nhu; ;\fu-ntu; a-ntu w-anhuMu-lenzi. Mu-nc.,gu. ;\Ju-sumba X-ama.1-mandaVu-gai'iga.Ma-wele.l\fa.fulaI-tumbiri.Kamy-anda.Ka-ii.kuiiga:\fw-ezi 1\-fw-edi
Maya. Nc.>-k<,l. I-y<->. Mama Nina
Lu-gulu
:'.\lka-nwa U n•dwm<-> (?)N-zala
L-ina or I-zinaor L-inhaI-nwku.1-kondc.,N-hiiig<->Vu-siku. (Gita U-tikuorLi,zima �darbuss)
In-ind<->. M-pulaM-pula

1 In Central and Eastern Nyamwczi the jirejir of these words is pronounced Wu-.

J_ 
... 
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8. 

English Ki-�ari and 
Ki-rori 

Ox 

Paddle 

Palm wine, 
beer 

Parrot 
Penis ... 
Pig 

Pigeon 
Place ... 

Rain ... ... 

Rat ... ... 

Rhinoceros 

River ... 

Road ... 
Salt ... 

Shame 
Sheep ... 

Shield ... 
Shoulder 
Sister ... 

Skin ... 
Sky 
Slave ... 

Sleep ... 
Smoke 
Snake 

Son,boy 

Song ... ... 

Spear ... 
Spi.rit, soui· · 

Star 
... ... 

GROUP B: WUNYAMWEZI LAN'GUAGES 

-

9· 

-�,, 
North and orth-wcst 
:'forth-east amwezi 
Nyamwezi Sttmbwa) 
(Ki-sukuma) 
- --

N-ombe ft•cosa N-ombe.
.:-.l-ziku 

N-gyehi I-gyefi.
Lu-gahya

N-sanza

1-kusu
Bwlw
Ka•pwdi; ba+. N-gurube
N-guluwe

N-kundu
lla-nhu

Pula M-vula
Kw$<,) N-kwsw.

Ka-kwsw 
I-pera; ma-

:.f-oi'igw Ka-bwiga 

Dzira N -zira. Lu-sese 
Mii-nii 

N-S(o)Oi
N-hwlw N-tama.

N-gondi
N-gabw

I-rumbu. I-lumbu
:.1-vuna 

N-kwlw Lu-bu; m-pu
I-kulu l-runde
:.l-sese :,I-sere

Tu-lw Tu-lw 
Y-wci. Li-wci Li-onri
Tswka or

1\-S(o)ka 
;\lw-ana :,lu-na. 
m-kwsa :.1w-ana. 

Mw-ene. 
lVIu-yanda 

Lu-imbw Lw-imbw; 
n-imbw

1-cimu
:.1 w-efigeji

i:;ooda i:,onda 

i --
9 b. 9c. 

V.1cst South, Central, 
Nyamwezi and East 

Nyamwezi 

-- --- -- --

N-ombe N-ombe.
N-ziku

:.Hi-dinhco.
Mu-saha

Vu-geme or 

Lu-agwa or

1-tembw

N-guluwe.
J-tumba,
I-humba,
N-humba

Ha,nse. 
Lu-andi 
Jfa.findu 
(dimin.) 

:.I-bula 
:.I-beva. 
I-kc.>$<,)

I-pela or

M-hela

N-zila

'.\I-ongw; mi+. 
Mami-ongw 
(al(I;, plural) 

N-zila
:.Iu-nyu or

Mw-enu. 
Lu-kele 

K-swni
N-ondi.
K-hwlw

N-gawa
1-vega; ma-
1-lumbu

N-gwww
1-lunde
M-sese

Tu-lw 
Li-wi>i 
K-zwka

;\Jw-aoa Mw,ana. 
mu-gwsya. 
K-ana ka-

:,'lu-yanda 

gwsya.
Mka-lumendu

Lu,imbw Lu-imbw; 
n-imbw

l-cimu
Mw-egw.

Sonda; ma-. 
1-tofigwa

M-oyw
i:;onda 

91 

IO. 

Ki-nyaturu 
(Ki-limi) 

-- ---

Ng-ombe 

N-turi, N-tui

Ku-tu pa; maku-

'.\I-vula 

Lu-dyi; 
n-dyidyi

Mu-nyu 

Mu-hanya? 

Mw-anda; 
a-anda

N-sonda ; ma-

r r 
... 

.., 
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English 

Stick ... 
Stone .. . Stool .. . Sun 

Tail 
Tear 
Testicles Thief ... Thigh .. . Thing .. . 

Thorn 
Tobacco To-day 
Toe To-morrow Tongue 
Tooth .. . Town .. . Tree .. . 
Twins 
Urine ... 
Vein 
War 
Water Well, source 
White man Wife ... 
Wind ... 
Witch 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

8. Ki-13a13i and ' Ki•rori 
9. North and:-Jorth•east 

I Nyamwezi (Ki-sukum�

9a. :North-west Nyamwezi (�i-sumbwa) 
_I 

Nai'iga. :\-lu-lai'iga 
1-we

N-kwni
I-bale

Di-mi, Le-emi. 1-dzc,,wa Ly-uba 
Kila, hhila 
Di-S<o>ji ; mi-. Li-ns(l)zi l\.'lu•swji: rnil\la-bwlc,, M w-ibi ; b-ibi Si-tambc,, Si-berw Ki-nbu ; pi-nbu �i-ntu : ,·i-ntu 

Di-ihwa; ma• 
I-tum bate Lelw Lu-alaI-kwlwLu-limi

Lerw 
l-gor(,I)Lu-limi

D-in(I) L-inwKaya, M-puri:\lu-ti Mu-ti; mi-ti. Limu-ti ; mami-ti :111a-wasa 
Mi-ne 

Bu-luku 
'.\1i-nzi Lu-inzi 
M •zui'igu; baM-kima. Mu-ke 
Im-pehw 
i\1u•lwki; ba-

Bu-lem(,I) 
'.\ti-nzi I-ziba.Lu-inzi.Lu-s(,l)kc.,M u-zui'igu; ba:'11 u•g(,l)li; ba-.Mu-kazi.Mu-keKa-ful(,I)
M u-lwzi ; ba-

1 Ki-bende.

9 b. \\'est Nyamwezi 

K-tebeL-emi.I-dzuwa.I-langala
(Kibend,·) 

Lu-limi 
D-inwLug(,I)::'vlu-ti

Mu-kond(,I) 1
:\I i-nzi Lu-inzi 

'.\lu-ke. Mu-k(,l)ta 

I 9c. 
Somh, Central, 

and East Nyamwezi 

Fimb(,I), :'II-langa. Mu-raiiga 1-vwe, 1-gweI-teve. 1-sumbiL-imi.Li-uwa
:.1u-kila. Mu-13ila Li-llSCi>Zi. JV[ u-ns(,l)zi 
Mw-ivi 1-tangw. l,tegeKi-nbu: fi-nbu

Li-hwa. :\-1u-nhwa I-tum bate Lel(,I) Ka-alaI-g(,1)1(,1) Lu-limi. 1-yombel(,I) L-in(,I)KayaMu-ti
:.ta-, asa or Ma-basa Ma•fU, :.1a-tunzi Mw-anzi. I-timba\\"u-lugu.Li-huya.Vu-lemwMi-nziLu-inzi; n-inzi.1-vimbi
M-zui'igu :'11-g(,l)li
Im-beh(,I). 1-gui'ihu.Mi-aga (j>!.)M U•l(,l)gi, -1(,l)ji. Mu-swezi. Mu-kai'igw. '.\Iu-simbia 

10. Ki-nyaturn (Ki-limi) 

Ka-ti : pi-ti 

Di-yua 

Ki-ntu ; i-ntu 
(also means 
'bead'). Kin tu; ma-ntu I-guya; ma-

Lu-limi; n-dimi 
L-in(,I) ; m-ino.i
:\1 u-ti ; mi-ti 

'.\1a-dyi 

. , .. , . 
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English 

Witchcraft Woman 

Womb Wood ... Yam ... 
Year ... Yesterday ... Zebra ... 
One 
Two Three ... Four Five Six 
Seven 
Eight ... 
Nine Ten 
Eleven 
Twenty 
Thirty 
Forty ... 
Fifty ... 
Hundred .. . Thousand .. . 
I, me, my ... 
Tbou,thee, thy 
He, him, his 

8. Ki-�(ii and Ki-rori 

GROUP B: WUNYAMWEZI LANGUAGES 

9. >Sorth tz1td North-cast Nyamwezi (Ki-sukuma) 
Bu-lwki M-kima; ba-.1-�ki

M-hwiJ.tulcu
i\1w-aka .Ma-zuli N-zwwe
Swlw. -mw 
-biri, -wili-tatu. Yatu

9 a. �orth-west Nyamwezi (�i-sumbwa) 
II--; b-. - \- 9c� I \Vest I South, Central, j 
I Nyamwezi amt East · 

Bu-lwzi :Vlu-kima ; ::\lu-kazi. Mu-Feki 
ba-. ::\1-kima. :\1-kwta. 1-niiiga;ma-niiiga 1

Lu-kwe; i'l-kwe 
:.\l w-aka M w-aka I-gwlc.o

-mw -bili -viii, -will-satu. Yatu -satu, -atu

I Nyamwezi IWu-lwji M-kema,::'lfo-kima.:VIu-kazi.J\fu.fihya.:.\Iu-sieki
Lu-kwi; n-hwi Li,wuliga. 1-jaasil\lw,aka I-gwlw . .Ma-zuliN-dulu

-viii, ,firi-datu. Yatu -nne -ne -nne -nne -tanw. N,hanw -tanwSati. -tandatu ::\1 u-kaga
::\1-puiigati 
1-nane or M-naneK-enda1-kumi

:\I u-sanvc.o 
Mu-nana 
;5i-enda 1-kumi

-tanw. N-tanwSati.M-kawagaPuiigati. l\'l-samvu Mu-nane 
K-endaI-kumi

-tanu. �-hanu::'II-kaga. Sati.-tandatu::\1-pungati. :.\f-samvu ::\1-nane 
K-enda1-kumi orHumi1-kumi na I-kumi na swlw 1-kumi na-mwe I-kumi na-mwI-kumi na swlwl\la-kumi a-viiilu-mwl\fa-kumia-wiri or ya-wili ;\la-kumi ya-tatu 

::\fa,kumi ya-nne \fa-kumi ya-tanw 1-ganaKi-humbi

Ma-kumi ya-wili 
Ma-kumi ya-satu 

Ma-kumi ga-wili 
::\>la-kumi ga-satu 

::\la-kumi y-ane l\la-kumi 
'.\fa-kumi ya-tanw 1-gana; maiSi•humbi

ga-nne Ma-kumi ga-tanw 1-ganaKi-humbi

or ma-wili. Hum' i-vili Ma-kumi a-tatu orma-tatu:.\la-kumi a-nne
Ma-kumi a-tanw1-ganaKi-humbi

Nene. N-, Ni-. W-ne. N•, Ni•. E-ne, U-nene. Nene. N,, Ni-. -n-. -a-ne -n-. -a-ne N-, Ni-. -n-. -a-ne
Bebe, Wewe. U-. -ku-. -a-kw U-we, l'-yu.A-. -mu-. -a-kwe

Wwe, Wbe, Wewe. U-. -ku-. a-kwUwe, li-yu.A-, Ya-.-mu-. -mwe,-a-mwe1 Ki-bende.

-n-. -a-ne, -ene Ewe. U-. Wewe. u .•-ku-. -a-kw -ku-. -a-kw
A-we? Uyu.Ya-,A-.-mu-. -a-mwe,-a-kwe

Uwe. A-. -mu-. a-kwe

93 

10. Ki-nyaturn (Ki-limi) 

Mu-xema; a-

N-dii

-mwe
-wili, -wi-tatu-nne-tanwMu-tandatu
Mu-puiigati
M-nana
K-enda1-kumi
1-kumina'mwe
Ma-kumi ma-wi 
Ma-kumi a-tatu
Ma-kumi a-nne 
Ma-kumi a-tan<»J-ganaKi-humbi
Ne. N-,Ni-. -ne. -n-, -ni-.-a-neWe. U-.-kw. -ku-.-a-kwlJ-yu. U-. -kwe. •IDtt•.-a-kwe

H 

'" 
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English 

We,us,our 

Ye, you, your 

They, them, 
their 

All 

This, these 

That, those 

Bad 
Black ... 
Female 

Fierce, sharp 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

,- ---1
9a. 

\Vest South, Central, I Nyamwezi and East. I Nyamwez1

JO. 

Ki-nyaturu 
(Ki-limi) 

North-west 
Nyamwezi 

(/5i-sumbwa) 

9b. 

J 
9c. I 

L -- _! __ _ 
I-swe. Tu-.
-tu-. •iswe,
-swe

1-nweorl-mwe. 
Mu-. 
-ha•. -inwe

1-fwe. Tu-.
-tu-. -fwe

I-mwe. Mu-.
-ba-. -enwe,
-inu, -inyu

Ila-b<.>, Waww. A-be. Ba-. 
Ba-. -ba-. -a-bw
-ba-. -a-bw

-wse or -ose -wna, -wnane
(w-ose, y-ose,
k-ose, :;i-ose,
c-ose, h-ose,
&c.) 

U-yu, ba-ba;
u-gu, i-yi; i-di,
a-ya; i-ki,i-i,i;
i-yi, i-ci; u-lu;
u-tu ; a-ka; 
u-bu; u-ku;
a-ha

U-yw, ba-bw ;
u-gw, i-yw;
i-diw, a-hw ;
i-kyw. i-i,iw;
i-yw, i-ciw ;
u-lww; u-tww;
a-kw ; u-bww ;
u-kw; a-hw 

U-yu, a-ba; 
u-gu, i-gi or
i-zi; i-li, a-ya; 
i-si, i-vi; i-yi,
i-zi; u-lu; u-tu; 
a-ka; u-bu;
u-ku; a-ha

U-yw, a-bw; 
u•gw, i-ziQ) ;
i-liw, a-yw ;
!•piw, i•_V)_'.(A); 
1-yw, l·Zl(A) j 
u-lww; u-tww;
a•kw; &t:.

U-ywnw,
a-bwnw,
u-gwnw; &,c.

l::.fwe. Du-,Ku-. 1-swe. Tu-. 
-tu-. -itu , -etu -tu-. -iswe

li-mwe. Mu-. I-mweorI-iiwe.
-wa-? -enyu Mu-.

-va-. -imwe,
-in.we

A-waww. Wa-. A-vw, A-va,
-wa-. -a-ww A-wa. Va-,

Wa-. 

-onsi

U-yu or alu-yu;
a-waor wa-wa
or ala-wa; 
u-gu, i-yi;
i-dyi, a-ga;
&c. 

l:-yw, a-ww; 
u-gw, 6~c.

-dia (u-dia,
wa-dia; gu-dia, 
yi-dia; di-dia, 
ga-dia; .S~c.)

-va-, -wa-.
•Vw, -a-waww

-wpe, -wse, -ose
(wi,e pie=
alt . t 0.f{el lier, 
mtm:ly) 

U-yu, a-wa
(a-va); u-gu, 
i-i ; i-li, a-ya ;
i-ki, i-fi; i-i,
i-zi; u-lu; u-tu;
a-kaj U•WU
(U•Vll/ j U•kll i
a-ha

U-yw, a-ww;
u-gw, i-w ; i-lw,
a-yw; i-cw,
i-fw; i-w, i-zw
u-lw; u-tw;
a-kw; u-ww·
u-kw; a-hw' 

-bi, -vi Ku-wika ?. -bi? -bi -vi, -wi

-nkima, ·j>eki 
or •j>eke 

-fikima.
-ikwwe. -kazi.
-ke. •j>iki

-kali 

-ilawuza. -api
-kima. -kwta or -kima or-kema
-figwta

-kali. -daici

Se. Ku-. 
•Se. •ku•, -tu ..
-it11

Nye. Mu-.
-a-nyu

A-wa. Wa-, 
Wu-. 
•a•. -a•w

\\"-asw, asw; 
w-asw, asw (?);
i-si (5), a-sa;
k-asw, y-asc.>;
i•si, y-asi; 
w-asw (II);
tw-asw: ka•S<O; 
w-asw (14);
kw-asw 

U-yu or u-yu-i,
a-waora-wa-i;
u-lu(?), i-yi; 
i-li, a•ya ; i-ki, 
i-yi ; i-yi, i-yi;
u-lw-i; u-tu-i; 
a-ka (?), u-pu-i 
(8) (u-tu-i):
u-bu-i; u-ku-i

U-yw,. a-w�;
u-lw, 1-yw; CJ"/.

t:-ya, a-ya; 
u-ya (or
ilu-ya ?), miu
ya; i-lyw, 
mu-ya; ki-c.1
or kiu-ya, 
i-yo-i ,,r i-ya; 
i•ya, i-ya; 
ulu-ya; utu-ya: 
aka-ya; mbu• 
ya; uku-ya 

-iru

"' 

.... ... I ,.~la 

-, ... .. 

• 



English 
Good ... ... 
Great... ... Little ... . .. Long,high,tall Male 
Old Red Rotten Short ... Sick ... White ... Above,up,on top Before Behind Below, down Far Here In, inside Middle Near ... Outside Plenty, many There ... Where? No! ... Not(-..:•ith verb,as pr,:fix, in.fix, or suffix) 
To ,, beat ... ,, buy, sell ,, come ... ,, cut .. . ,, dance .. . 

8. Ki•�ri n,ndKi•rort 
I ___ _ 

GROUP B: WUNYAMWEZI LANGUAGES 95 

9. North and North-east Nyamwezi (Ki-sukuma) •Sc.>ga
-le-goosya
-guhi-ape1-gulia,Kwi-gulia.Kwi-lundeKu-mbeleKum-pirimuHa-siKu-leJa-haMu-Ha-kati Gelagaha Ha-ndze 

Nw'. 

Ku•tula -gula-sooga. -iza-kata-kina

9a.Korth-west Nyamwezi (?i-sumbwa) - ��r��t j So:h: ��n�al1· -Ki-n��turu -Nyamwezi and East (Ki-limi) Nyamwezi 
-- ---- -----,13<,)ga 

-kuru-doo (young),•ndoo
•S<.>ga, -nooga -13<,)ga. -fula.-ira, -iza.-awela.-anwna-ndoo, -doo, -tw -hanya. -kulu•d(IJ. -keke-lele -tali, -gulu? -liku or -lihu-lume, -pelume. -goosia. -dume, -goor,ya, -goo/ii.-goosia -lume N-gulati-kuru. -kookwe -a-kale. -hanya.-kuli-hihi-lwele

-namhalaI-seku. -laluku.-a za•VWZU OY·W<,JZU-guhi-lwile

-ija, -dya
-ikiiii, -kuu-lipa (verb)

-elu -ape -elu. -ape -eruKu-gulu I-lunde Ku-mbele Ku-mbele Kuny-uma Kuny-uma Ha-nsi Ha-nsi, Pa-nsi Ila-le Ku-tali A-hoo. H-enw. HwHa-ha. AhaMw. Mu. O-mwwHa-kati H-eru.jfigi. :\1-nw 
A-hi?Byw!Bywlwlw !-te-, -ta-, -ne
Ku-hula -gula-iza. -suba-tema-tuma

Mu-Ha-kati 

Awnai'iga! 
Ku•kuba -gula-iza-vina?

I-gulya.Hi,gulyaKu-mbeleKun-umaHa-zi, Ha-siHa•li, Ki-kali.Ku-leHa-ha. A-hwU-kuMumu; -mw.Mu-. M-gati,:\lufi-gatiHa-gati-nse or -nze(Ha-nse,Ku-nse, &c.)-ingi. Bii.Vu-yagaHa-hw. Ku-nu,Hu•k(IJ-he?, -koo?Bywl Noo! Pii! Yaya! -h�•, -ka-, -k'•,-nw
Ku--tula. -tina-gula-iza-tina-bina, -vina

-a mbele-a nx-umaHa-ngiJla-li 

Bebe 

-ti- (•tu-), -ta•,
-t'.

Ku•xiia 
H 2 

I" ... .., 

... 

IH 

... 
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ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF RANTU LANGUAGES 

____ :]______ --,-------

8. 9. 9 a. English ' Ki-�tJi a_nd ! �orth and I North-wcs� · K1-ron I !'\orth-cast I Nyamwez1
Nyamwezi 1 (?i-sumbwa)(Ki-sukuma) I 

·__ _ __________ ....1. ____ _ 

9 b. I 9 c. I \Vest / South, Central, jNyamwezi I and East Nyamwezi 
10. Ki-nyaturu (Ki-limi) 

---- -- - -�'-----To 
" 
" 
" 
" 
,, 
,, 

" 
,, 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
,, 

dieeat give 
go .. , 

kill 

know 
laugh leave off, cease Jove, want see 
sit, remain, abide sleep ... stand,stop, be erect steal ... 

Ku- Ku- Ku- Ku--fwa (•fwa-ga) ,fwa •fwa, .fa, -ca
-lia -lya ,lia -lya
-ha -ha (-pa). .fumia (?) -pa, -pela
-dya(dia-ga). -heledza

-zia, -dya -iya. -yenda -ja, -zya.-ca or -ja -genda-ha-ga ,bwha -vula-ga? -wula-ga or

-manya -vula-ga,manika,-manica,-manya. -na-seka •Seka -seka-leka -leka -leka -leka
-11ima, -enda •twgwa•liiiga •bwna -wwna or-bwna-igesa. -ikala -ikara, -ekala -ikala -ikala

-!ala ,lala -!ala -lala. -kw:nya-ima (-ima-ga) -ima -ima -ima
-iwa

PREFIXES A:::-;D CONCORDS IN Kl-�A�I AND Kl-RORI 
(Not yet known.) 

PREFIXES, &c., l:--1 THE NYAMWEZI GROUP No preprcfixes, except slight traces in western dialects-Ki-galaganza, Ki-bende, &c. 

Ku•kuya -lya-ha (•pa)
-ja. -nji(Kw-inji)
-iji (Kw-iji)

-ianja•Ona
-kala

-lala or -liiii-ima, -imika 

Class I. Mu-, M• (m·, nm-, u-, yu-); 2. Ba•, Va-, Wa- (ba-, va-, wa-); 3. M-, Mu- (m-, mu-, gu-); 4, Mi- (m•, mi-, i-); 5. I-, Di-, Li• (Ii•, di-): 6. Ma- (ga-, ya-, a-); 7. Ki-, Ci-, �i-, Xi-, Hi- (ki-, ci-, �i-), 8. Vi•, Fi-, �i- (vi-, fi-, �i-); [8 a. i. e. the p lural prefix Fi- emplo)•ed in a singular or collective sense, isdawning in Southern, Central, and Eastern l\'yamwczi]; 9. N- (n-, i-): ro. N-, Ny-, Ng-, N-, J. 1n-, n-, zi-, ci-); 11. Lu- (lu-); 12. Tu- (tu-); 13. Ka- (ka-); 14. Bu-, Vu-, Wu- (bu-, vu-, wu-); 15. Ku- (ku .. , kw-); 16. Ha- (ha-, hw); 17. Mu- (mu-,-mw). Prefixes often superimposed-Limn-, Marni-, Hafi-, &c. 
PREFIXES, &c., IN Kl-NYATURU (Kl-LIMI)No pre prefixes. Class r. Mu- (mu-, u-, -yu); 2. A- (a-, -wa); 3. Mu- (mu-, u-); 4. Mi- (mi-, i-); 5. I-, Li- (Ii-, i-); 6. Ma- (ma-, a-); 7. Ki- (ki-); 8. I- (i-); 8 a. Pi-' (pi-, p'-); 9. N- (n-, nj-, i-); IO. N- (n-, nj•, i-); 11. 

Lu- (lu-); 12 '· Tu- (tu-); 13. Ka- (ka•); 14. u. (u-) ; 15. Ku- (ku-); 16. apparently missing ; 17 ?.
1 Used as plural to Ka-, and also in a �·ollective, almost singular sense, witle Tu- (12) as plural.2 Used occasionally as plural to Ka-.

I 

I_ 
.. 

. ..... 

.... 



GROUP R: WUNYA:\1\VEZI LANGUAGES 

8. Ki1api and Kirori are spoken in the south-east coast region of the Victoria Nyanza south of the
Gaya (Uge),a) settlements and of Kulia (Bakoria), east of Bukerebe islands and peninsula, west of the 
Tatwga and Dor<ob(I) steppes, and north of Speke Gulf and Tiusukuma. 

9. North nnd North-east Nyamwezi are spoken in the southern coast-lands of the Victoria Nyama
as far east as the extremity of Speke Gulf; and as far south as the 5th degree of South latitude. 

9 a. North-west Nyamwezi is spoken in the western half of the south coast-lands of the Victoria 
Nyanza (away from the actual littoral which is occupied by Cizinja) and as far south as about 4° South 
latitude. 

9 b. West Nyamwezi is spoken in \Vestern \Vunyamwezi, east of the Iluthindi and Malagarazi rivers 
and as far south as about 6° 30' South latitude. It extends to the east coast of Tanganyika south of Ujiji 
and north of Kalema. 

9 c. South, Central, and East Nyamwezi are spoken in Southern, Central, and Eastern \Vunyamwezi 
south of about 5° South latitude and north of the Katuma-Lungwa-:\lphiti rivers, approximately 7° 10' 
South latitude. (Does not extend to Ukimbu.) 

10. Kinyaturu is spoken in Turu or Nyaturu and perhaps also in the lramba country to the north.
Nyaturu lies to the east of \\."unyamwezi, west of Ug<•>g<o, Rangi and Tatwga. 

97 
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GROUP C 

THE BRITISH EAST AFRICA LANGUAGES 

1 1. Kikuyu dialects.1 1 1 a. Meru 13. Pc.okoomw 15. Taveita
12. Kamba

English 

Adze ... 
Animal, wild
beast 

Ant 

Ant, white
(termite) 

Arm ... ... 

Arrow 

Axe ... 

Baboon 

Back ...
Banana 

Beard ... 

Bee 

Belly ... 

Bird ... 

Blood ... 

Body ... 

Bone ... 

14. Taita 16. Nika (Giryama-Duruma-Digc.o)

11. 

Kikuyu 1 

11 a. l\1eru

- - -

12. �-I;.--1 14. -l-1�- 16. 
Kamba Pcokcomco or 

) 
Taita Taveita Nika 

Pfwkwmc.o (Ki-dabida• (Giryama-

- __ _ ____ j �i-sagala) 
----�uruma-Dig"')

1,iya. I-tanda 
Ny-am<» N-ama

Ki-gunyu; 
pl. i-gunyu.
1,i-girriri. 
1,-araku or 

1,i,raku. 
1,ambw. 

U-kw. :\lu-tiia.
N-guiya 

::-1-jinji. 
N-duti. 
N-guugu.
N-dc.oagu 

Um-iiii. 
'.\f.t,ut,u.
Mu-twa 

U-c.okw;m-c.okc.o. '.\Iw-k<»nc.o.
Ku-c.okw or Ku-c.okc.o 
Gu-wkw; 
m-c.okw 

Xy•ama 

Dzuiigu.
Zunde 

Mi-dzwa (pf.)

'.\Iu-kc.onc.> 

Ny-ama 

Sambirc.>. 
Safu, Salafu.
Ki-semberu ; 
vi-. Ki-tuku

Ny,ama 

:.\Ta-cici (pl.) 
'.\[a-karakara.
Kwkimbirc.o. 
Safn 

:\I.zagu. Soya. M-saii
J-etca. 
N'-gumbi. 
Tlyeha 

l\I-kc.>n<» Mu-kc.onw 

Mro•gue; pl.
me-gue. 
i\!ii-giii, 
:rvru-gwe (11 a)

'.\Iu-sie, Mu-ci, Dzabe. Vanw Ki-ria, '.\T-wasa. 
l\1-vwi; 
mi-vwi 

Mu-zyi, '.'v1u-ji Ki-rawa. 

1-danua, 1-tw�; ma-.
1-tanwa, E-angi. 
1-tsanc.oa; ma-. Ka-t<Dka; tu-

Ki-berya 

Nwgw or Nugu :N-guli or Fwe
N-gula 

Mu-oi'igo 
'.\fa-iyupl. 

Mu-goo.go 
1-rigc.o; ma-

Rro-teru ; pl. 
n-deru. Ki-
rent ; i-reru 

M w-oi'igc.>
Dzana 

Ki-fige. Ki-aiii. Ki-evu
Ki-figetwa 

J-uki or Kj-uki l\'-zuki, Ki-nyii Ny-uci

N-dia. l\Ia,ra I-bii. I-vii '.\1a-humbc.o

Ny-wni Xy-uni N'y-uni 

Sakam�. N-takame. '.\Iu-asi 
K-takame N-dakami 

i.\lw-iri '.\1-wi, i\l-wili Mu-ci 

I-wan<» 

I-zwka

Sabao. Fwe,
Fiiwe 

i\lu-goi'igc.> 
I-rugw. 
N-dembw. 
1-viinde; ma

Zombi. 
N-gafwa or

Gafa 
C-wki or 
Ny-uki 

Ki-fii; vi-fii 
In-da 

Ny-<»nyi 

Paga, Baga.
Bigati 

Mu-mbi; 
mi-mbi. 
Mu-wi; mi-wi.
Mu-li; mi-iii 

I-zwka

I-regen; ma-. 
1-ragiii ; ma

i\lu-hoiigc.>; mi•
I-die.> ; ma-

I-kc.olw; ma-

Ny,wki or 
Nj-uki 

N -deu. Ki-nena

N-dege or
!\,de-ye 

Sakame

:\lw-uri; mi-

I-ende; ma-. 
I-hindi ; ma-

I-vindi; :\fo.fufa lndi or 1-windi ::-li-windi, 
ma-vindi 1-windi ; ma·

Ny-ama 

Tsungu, 
Tsalafu. 
'.\I-fuadzi.
l\'.liny<o>. 
N-gwlwiig<o>lw

Lu-tswa 

M-kwnw, 
J\tu-kwnw

Mu-vwi, 
Mu-fwi,Lu-wi.
C-embe. 
Gumba 

Tswka. 
l\Iundu,
Temw 

N-yani

:\1-oiigc.o
I-zu. 
'.\Iu-gomba 
(tree) 

Ci-revu, 
Ki-dzeru,
Ci-reru 

N-uci. 
Ny-uci 

TI-imba.' 
Ki-nena.
Tumbw or 

Humbw.
N-da-ni 

Ny-uni. 
Tsoiigw 

:\ri-latsw or

l\1u-ladzw 
Mw-iri 

1 Tltis name is sometimes rendered Ikuyu or Gikuyu. For spedjication of dialects, see geograf;ltical dejinilion of
Kikuyu at close ef Vocabulary. Kif,imba t's" dimin. o/B-imba = little belly.

... ; 

.. , 

... 



English 

Bow ...
Bowels

GROUP C: BRITISH EAST AFRICA LANGU.'\GES 99 ---------
I
----

11. I 12. 13. 14. I 15. 
I 

16. 
Kikuyu Kamba Pwkwmw or Taita · Taveita Nika

11 a. Meru I Pfwkwmw (Ki-dabida 1 (Giryama• 
_ _ _ _ _ _ �i-sagala) _ ---�\_Duruma-Digw)

W-tta, U-ta, U-ta. I-tumw v-ha; ma-ha
U-taa (1 I a)

Ma-ra Ma-a Humh<.:i
N-dana
Ki-nena. Vu-la

\Yu-ta;
mawu-ta

U-ha. Tana

Borassus palm
Brains Tomb(>). Uc,1-oi'igw U-ongoo or

Oiigco.
M-bofigco.
Sukw 

Mo-rowai
W-ofigw

Humboo; ma+,
Ki-deme. J.fu

;\fo.gumc.>
Oi'igoo

·Gi-kereriO);
ma+,
1.H-kerriw 

Breast (man's) N-gonw. Kati
1-ria; ma-

Breast "y•ondw 

(woman's)
Brother

Buffalo
Bull ...

Buttocks

Canoe
Cat

Charcoal 
Chief ... 

l\T u-ru. Nindu.
Wama-itw. Mw-inai
Mu-re.ta

N-jamba, N-dzaw 

N-degwa

Lw•cuze or Ki-tiimba.
Rw-cuze. Ni-take.>
1-tina

Ka-harati; tb>· N-galawa 
Ka-ihw ; c-ihw. :\l•baka

\fo-ruaru.
M-paka

1-kara; ma- \Ia-kaa
kara 

;',.[o.zamaki. M-tumia
J\lu-tamaki

Bagwi
Wee; ma-wee

N-dugu

Ny-ahi
Sai'iga ( CaJa.
word) 

Ji-hakoo;
ma-hakw

l\l -zefe
'.\l.fuateni

Ma-sinzi
Hacu

Child ... l\f w-ana ; pl. ci- K-ana, G-ana ; l\l w-ana;

Cloth ... ...
Cpco-nut palm 
Cold ... 

Country

Cow ...

tw-ana. 
Kaci-ci ;
tuvi-ci

ana or si-ana. 
K-ana;tw-ana.
Ka-regw;
tw-?

N-guw. Tama N-gua
;'-.!u-nati
l\l-pepo,

1\1-bebw,
\l-bevw 

Sena. Pwrori. N-ti
Lu-koi'igo.
Fururi

N-ombe.

Hehw 

Bebe.> (1 la)

Mori (heifer)
N-ombe.

M-oma;
mi-oma

Crocodile .. . Ki-i'igaiigi Ki-nyaiigi

wa-ana

N-guc.:i

Pebfo.,

Dzi

N-gombe -ke 

N-guena

Lagaya
Ny-wdoo.

I-wele;
ma-wele

M-runa.
'.\f-wan'-cdu.
\\'wkw-etu;p/.
ana-wwkw-etu

M-boogoo
N-jaoo

M-bafu

M-dw-etu.
M-du

�imba; ma+ Ma-take.>
or 1-cimba 

C-ombw; N-galawa
vy-ombw 

l\lu-nyaw ; mi- '.\lu•nyawi

Ma-aka
M-baa or

\f.zuri.
M-gwsi

:\lw-ana.
K-anake.
;\lw-anake

N-guw or
N•guwoo

l\fny-anzigi or
'.\l-yarigi

M-behoo

�-ci.
I-safiga

Ma-kala
;-..1.fumwa.
i\1-funm.
'.\l-goosi

Mw-ana
(m-doi'igoo) ;
wa-ana
( wa-dofigoo).
Kamw-ana

N-guoo. Suke
l\l-site
M-behw 

1-safiga.
N-tere

N-ombe N-ombe
dyi-ke.
N-ombe
ya waka. Tagw 

Mamba. Ki-nyai'ie,
Ki-iigaiiga Ki-nyaii

Laga. Fua
Hombw.

Ere, ma-ere
Mw-ene-hu
(also crmsin). 
N-dugu.
Mu-kulu

Ny-ahi.
i\-f-boogoo

K-dzaoo.
(K•dzagamba
= a monstt·r 
bull) 

Hakw ; ma
hakoo. Takoo ;
ma-takoo

Dalu; ma-+.
(N-galawa)

Paka. Ky-au

Kala or Ki
kala; ma-kala

:VI-vier!.
'.\[ u-tumia.
'.\fu-:r;ere

Mu-hoohw;
a-hwboo

N-guoo,
N-guwoo

Nazi
Pehw

Tsi.
L-aloo

N-ombe -ce.
N-ombe
m-bice.
Gooma

Mamba.
M-kuena

··• 

:M-bcoy<,,) 

.. , 
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English 

Date palm ... 

Day ... 

Devil ... 

Doctor 

Dog ... 

Donkey 

Door ... 

Dream 

Drum ... 

Ear 

Egg 

Elephant 

Excrement 
Eye ... 

11. 
Kikuyu 

11 a. Meru 

Mu-kindu 

O-tuku.
(Wm-OJzi =
d(lyliglit.)
M-t.enia

N-gOJma ()r
N-gwma
fi,goru

Hui, Gwii, 
or Kui, ()r 
N-giti

N-digiri

Rigi; ma+., 
Mo-romaine 
or Mu-rw1nw. 
1,c.lme 

12. 

Kamba 

I-kindu

U-tuku.
Mu-t,enia

M-bebw.
A-imw

Mu-iti 

Swhi. N-giti 

ln-goi. 
:\fo-goi 

Mw-OJmOJ. 
M-OJbia

I-rota. W-rwti. Ku-wta.
· Ke-rwti ; pl. i- N ,dwtw
Ke-hem bi. N-gwma.

Ru-imbw Ki-t,embi 
ru-tu ; l\fa-tu. Ku-tu or Gu-tu 

Gw-too ; ma-too 

I-tumbi: ma- 1-tumbi,
E-vaa

N-jOJgU Un-zww

:V1a,i. Rw-rua Ma-ii 
Di-zw or Ri-t,OJ ; J.t,c., 
ma-. (Ki-mOJne 
= eyelid) 

13. 
P OJkwtno> or 
PfOJkOJmw 

M-tende

Dz-iku. 
(M-sikahi = 
dayl(ght) 

M-suka

M-gafigana

:Vf,bwa 

Harre 

'.VIu-jafigoo 

N,gooma 

Sikioo 

I-ji ; ma-ji

N,dzwfu 

Ma-fi 
Dz-idzoo 

Face, forehead U-ziw ()r U-t,io. U-t,ic., U-soo

:\fa-fuha Fat 

Father 

Fear ... 

Finger 

Fire ... 

Ru-eri 
Ma-futa or 
Ma-guta. 
Ngoroonoo 

Ma-iita 

Baba (my-). Nau. Nu. Baba. 1-si 
Nu. 1,w-guw Atsa. Baba 
(thy -). I-t,i 
(his -,fatlur 
i'n general) ; 
pl. ma-it,i 

I-korora.
Gu-oya. 
Kw-itigirra 

Ki-ara; pl. 
ci-ara

Mw-aki 

Ku-t.inye. 
Ku-kea 

Wga 

Ki-a ; pl. t,i-a Doowe 

1-koo. Mw-adji. M-oohoo
J-uki

14. 

Taita 
(Ki-dabida
Ki-sagala) 

I 5. 
Taveita 

M-tende; :vr.cafigara 
mi-tende

I-tuku; ma+. Mu-si ; rni
Lavu. I-jua;
ma-jua.
I-dime.
I-ruba

M-kinya. Lu-hufigu 
J\."1-behoo

M-gafiga Mu-gafiga 

Cucu. Kooci, 
Koo�i 

N•guroo. 
I-guro ; ma-.
Ki-baru

M-cufigu N-jooe

M-jafigoo. M-befige
M,nyafigoo;
mi-

Ku-lwtesoo; ma-. N ,dootoo 
N-doodoo 

Gonda. N-goon1a
N-gooma

Ku-du; ma-du. I-sikioo 
Ki-sikiloo ; 
ma-

I-gi ; ma-gi I-gi

Coovu. N •zoowu, 
N ,joovu N •zoo btt 

Ma-vi. Saru Ma-vi 
Ir,isoo ; m-esoo. J-isoo 
Iz,izoo ; m-eSc.l 

:.VIa-vuta or 
:\fa-vuda 

Aha. �-deyoo. 
N-dee

\V-oowa. 
W-wga.
Ki-ture; vi

C-ala ; v-ala

:vfa-futa 

Apa. M-papa. 
(Wawe•oo = 
tll)' -. Wawe-e 
=his-) 

Foole 

Ki-caa, I3i-, Vi-

Mo-doo; me-doo l\Io-too 

I 6. 

Nika 
(Giryama

Duruma,Digc.>) 

Mu-kindwi 

Tsiku. 
{Mu-tsana =
dayl{£:ht) 

Pepoo. Kooma. 
sl-bifigu 

J\I u-laguzi. 
Mu,gafiga 

:M,bwa. Ka
lubu. Kura. 
Kuroo. Dia 
(Dr.gr.,;) 

�-zooeya. 
N-dzoowe

JV[u-riafigoo

N-doohw.
Ku-lwha

N-gooma

Si-kiroo 

I-gi. I-ji, I-di

N-dzoovu

Ma-vi 
Dz-itsoo, 
Dzi-dzoo ; 
ma-dzw. 
(M-i>CJ>ni =
pupil) 

Usoo 

Ma-fuha 

Baba, Aha•, 
Abe-, Bi• 

Wga 

C-ala ; pl.
vi-ala and
m,ii.la

Mo,hw; mi-Oh"1

... 
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English 

Fish 

Foot ... 

Forest 
Fowl 
Frog ... 
Ghost... 
Giraffe Girl 
Goat 
,, (he) 
,, (she) 

God ... ••• 

Grandparent 
Grass... . .. 

Ground 
Ground-nut 
Guinea-fowl 
Gun ... .. . 
Hair ... ... 

GROUP C: BRITISH EAST AFRICA LANGL'AGES IOI 

r 11. I 12. -I 13. 14. I 5. I N11.6ka. Kikuyu Ia. Meru Kamba 
----

Ki-uiiguyc.., ; ci-. l•kuyu; ma-. N•guliima Gw-nyiirere. Ru-nyarire. 1-kinya.Ku-gurru,Kw•guru; ma-1.zakain�.Ki-t.aka. Mu-titc.., N-guku 
Ky.ura; ci-. Ke-figere W-kuii.
N•dwiga Ka•regc..>, Ki•regc.., .M•wir-etu :\I-bud, M-bori
N-t,engi
Mu-gc..,ma; a-gca>ma.Ka-harika;tw•harika.(K-ori = kid)
N-gai; ma

kaiGuka5.Cc..,cc..,�

I-kuyu; ma-

Kii•U or Gu-ii. U•nyai 

Mi-tc..>. E-ebu. Ki-t,eka 
N-guku 
i\l u•ndalali. C-uaMu-nyi.N•gc..,N-dia. N-duya

M-biii
N-t.engi
M•baika 

N-gai.:\1u-lufigu Ume. Tsutsa 
N-yeki.:-1'-yaki, Ny-eki, �y.igi.N-yagi (D.). :\fa.t,afiguRw-keiigi.11i-rariTeri. "Gi. N-isi I-t,ec..,. Pa-nti.
N•jugu 
N-kaiiga 

Mwi-cinja. M-cii'i.ga;

Ndi 
K-zu
N-gafiga
Yl•cinga.mi- r.vuti.l\lu-siiiga.E•huiiti

Taveita Pc..,kc..,m(I) or Pfc..,kc..,mw Taita(Ki-dabidaKi-sagala) I (Giryama-
l ____ �uruma•Digw)

Dswi 

Ku-guu. Cwacc..> (pl.)

Mw•ihu 
Khuku 
Cuya 
Kc..>ma 
Ci-ke 
i.\f-bui. Pee 

i\tu.ufigu 

I•kumba. M-kuiiga.N-guluma
N•guluma 

I-panzi. Ku-gii. Ku.yu, W-atusu.aiyc.., 

YI-sidu; mi- Ki-titco sidu. l•saka. Ki-lemba N-guku. N•guku Ka•nguku;du.figukuKic•iila Ic•ura 
Ki.suka. Pepe.,. Ki•vuri N-gca>lwN •diga � •dea l\I w•ana-ke 
M-buzi orM•buri :.f.buji 
Si•tima. J •igau. Zei'ige Ore.,, Horc..,. Fwandi Si.beni. :\fu- :i1u-yc..,ma gc..,ma gwa m•buzi. �lu-gw1na; mi-. (Kam•buri= /.-id) Mu•luiigu 1-zuwa 

Bibi?6. Yaye�- Ake 6. Zabuaje. Wawa � Cauje :\1-ii.ni 

Dzi 
N•jugu 

Bunduci 

l\"y•asi 

Ki•lambc.o. 1-saiiga.� •dc.oe, t\ ·d=)I.dzugu,t-,;.juguN•gafiga
Bunduki 

)[ y•asi. M •iini 

Si. K-tere 

N•gelele. N•gafiga Ki-pc.olwpc.olc.o 

Swi or Dzui. Kumba 
Gulu. Gu. Lu•ayc.o 

Tsaka. Mu-sihu 
Kuku 
C-ul wa. Dz•WO),G•ulaKc.oma,Mu-kc.omaTiya, TiaKi.dzana
i\1.buzi. Pee. l\t•buzi ya.pee N.deiige 

Mu-luiigu 

Tsawe 6. Wawe �, Hawe� Ny•asi. M-ii.ni 

Tsi 
N•dzugu 
N-gaiiga.KafigaBundukui 

N•jiiere. N-diku. �-zwi Uny-wii Sisiri. J.ridia Ny-ui, Nj-iii :'J -d ziii. N y•ere Rw,cueri. En,juri 

r 

... 

' .. 
, .. , .. 
... i- .. • • 

. .. 
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English 

Hand ... 

Head ... 
Heart . .. 
Heel 
Hide 
Hill 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

11. 12. Kikuyu 
I 1 a. Meru Kamba

-
1
- - l -

13. 14. Pwkcomw or Taita 
I Pfwkcomc.:, (Ki-dabida-.Ki-sagala) 
---- -----

I5. - �- 16. -Taveita Nika (Giryama• Duruma-Dig<0)
-- ---- -- ---

Lu-he,or Ru-hi; Ku-wkw. :--1-t,ii. ::\Iu-kwnwjJ/. he. Gw-wkw 
:\lu,tue :\1 u-tlie Ki-jwa 
N-gorw �-dei. E-taiyu. :'.1-wcw 

N-gw .'-Jy-ariri. E-jimbe. Ki-sikinw Sofina. Ki-tinyc.:,.Ki-tcogigw Ki-dinyco R-wY.a;nj-cowa 1-kcole Ci-ngco 
Ki-rima: i-rima Ki-ima, Guba 

:'.\Iu-kconco. :\1-kc,mcoL-ui ; pl. c-ui 
or many-ui. Ki-kcotc.> C-oi'igco, )1-twi v-ongc.,N-gcolco N-gorc.>

Gimbe Ki-siginc.>
:\.1-roiigco; mi- N-gingc., 
Ki-lima. l\-duwi Ki-fumvu 

i\I•kc.>nco.Gandza 
Ki-tswa 
M-oyco
J-imbe. Ki-sikinc.,
TingQ), Ki-tinge.,Ki-rima 

Hippopotamus N-giiw K-ima N-guco. Ui\-giiii N-goluma. N-gerere Ki-bcokw. Wiiii. '.\1-fuJ-embe Hoe 
Honey Horn ...
House ... 

HungerHyena Iron ... 

Island 
Ivory ... 

Knee .. .Knife .. .
Lake, sea ... 
Leg 

Leopard 
Lion 
Lips 
Magic ... 

Bakora1-tanwa. Embe Li-gembe (D.) W-wki or W-ke U-ki wa n-zuki U-ci Lri-bia or :\1-bia PembeRu-heha Ny-umba. Ka-t,unc.,) 
NaraguHiti Mu-safi.$a· :iVI u-renga.Ki-kama. Ki-gera Ke-cuiiga 
Lu-hia lan-jwgu. 
:vr u-ongc.:,. Mu-gwoi'igw1-rii or I-ru Lw-hiw or Ka-hiyu. Re-jiu (1 I a) 1-ria or Ka-ria

:'.lw-zimw. Ku-huru orKw-guru 
N-gare
l\fo-rc.:,zi or :\lu-rc.:,t,i Ki-rc.:,mc.:, ; pl.i-rcomco W-rcogi 

Ny-umba.Ka-t,unco 
N-zaa (?):\.1-biti Ki-co 

Ki-t,iwa 
1.:-vea 

N>••umba 

N-dzaFisi K-era 

Ki-lulu 
Pembe 

1-yu. t:-yi Ku-hiKa-t,iii, Ka-viii Ki-su 
1-ia. Ki-tsiwa l,"-kaiiga. Rw-kanga;,fu.t,iimco Ku-guu 

N-gwoo. En-goo. N'a-dcozeJn-gc.:, )lu-nyembc.:,. Dzimba "Gimba Ki-lwmc.:,. I-loo· :\Ji-ycom�moo. J\I w-wmco Uw-oi Dzawi 

Vuw. N-guc., 1-gembe 
U-ki or Wu-kiLu-embe; m-bembe Ny-umba, Kan}'•umba.Ki-garo. (C-anda=/m/) 

Wu-ki 1-hembe, Lu-hembeNy-umba (square). 
I-anda(ro1md)

�-jala, Ki-taba K -zaa M-bisi. Fisi N-gojine. BacoC-uma. Ki-zia; C-uma.'.\f-enyavi-zia. Ki-ria 
Ki-iiwa 
Lu-embe; pembe lwan-dzcofu 
N-gcokorc.>N-dagala. Ka-handi ; vi-
Zi wa. Ki-suwa 

Ki-dara 
I-jegu

1-kuiigu.rc., Ka-bandi ; vi-

Ku-gii. Ki-gulu Ku-gu, Ku-yu 

Lu-keri 
Simba 

Iii-ge, Ji\-gwi,ln-gwa ;5imba. :\1u-nyambc., ;\l-c.>mco. M-c.>mco ; mi-Ki-�inikc.,; vi-U-cawi, U-sawi. Wu-sawi. Uii-gangaWu-ganga, U-sai 

U-ci Phembe
:--J-umba. Ka-banda
:--J-dzalaFisi C-uma 

Ci-siwa. Ki-siwa Phembe yan-dzcovu 
Vu-indi Ci-fiii. Ki-�u
Ci-swa. Ziya 
Gulu, Ki-gulu.Ronde.,; ma-rondw. �fu-lundi Tsui 
Tsimba. Mu-nyamb(j):\1i-lwmco. Dc.,mw U-tsai. (.Ic.)ga
= to bewit.�.: 

... 

ii ■■ 

• " 

. , . ... 

... 
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-----1 -11� - , �2.- -
I
- -;3-. - --1 - r4. - - rs. --

1

,- --16-:-Eng1ish Kikuyu I Kamba I Pco>kco>mw or I Taita Taveita Nika 11 a. l\teru I , Pfwkwmw (Ki-dabida, I (Giryama-
Maize .. . 
Man .. . 
Man, vir. 
ll!eat ... 
Medicfne Milk ... 
Monkey ... 
Moon ... 

Mother 

Mountain ... 
Mouth 
Nail (offinger or toe)
Name ... 
Navel. .. 
Neck .. . 
Night .. . 

Nose ... ... 

- _____I _ J_ _______ Ki-sa_g_a_la_) __________ � Duruma-Dig°:)
l\1-bemba :\1-bemba ;\la-pemba 
:\I u-ndu ; pl.a-ndu l\lu-ndu; a-ndu i\lu-ntu; wa-ntu 
i\1u-rume 
Ky-ama 
i\fo.t,aiga I-ria.(Ku-kama= to milk)

N-gema,N'-gima
Mw,eri 

Mai-itu. Nana. Nyu-kwa. Nyina 

:\fu-rume. l\1-umiii Ny,ama. :N-ama i\1u-di I-ya.(Ku,kama,Ku-tuma = to
mill,)N-t,efiga.N-t,eo.N-gima.:N-deuMw-ei, :\f-bui

Mwai-itw 

Ki-rima; i-rima Ki-ima 
Mu,rwm(A); mi-, i\1w-wmw orKa-nwa; tw· 

Ci-umbe 
Ny-ama 
Dawa (Arab.)Ziwa 
Cima 
'.\fw-ezi 

Mama. Nyco>-kw. Nina 
Yu-gofigo. i\1u-rima; mi-. Guba 
Ka-nwa 

Lu-ara ; ci-ara N-gwa. Waa. Jw-aa; ny-aa 
or ndu-ara U-gunyu 

Ret(A)a ; ma+ Sietua, Dzitwa Sari 
Mu•k(A)ny(A). Lu-liJa. Ki•kco>nya N-gingw
O-tukkw.(K,duma =
darkness) 

Ny-urw, Iny-urco> 

Mu-kwnyw 
Ngingw, Njingw U-tuku.Tu-manna.(Ki,vindu orKi,biindu =
darkness) Iny-ii. ln-wiyu 

Ci,kwfu, Ci-kwvu 
Wti. Tsii'iw 
Siku 

'.\f-puya. (Ma-anzi = 
nostrils) 

l,bemba. N-dembe.Mn-ndu;wa-ndu 
M-dogume 
Ny-ama 
Mwi-di Ma-zia, J\fa.ziwa 
N-gima.Sawau.l\lw-andaru
l\lo-ri or :\1 w-ori ; pl.me-ri, also Mw-ezi; m-eziMau orMawe. Mayw. Mae 
Ki,fumbu; vi-. Lu-gongw; cu-gongw or nyu-goiigw :\l-lco>mco>; mi-. l\1-wmu; m-emuLu-kombe;ii•gombe.L(u-ala ; nyw-.Lu-akule;cw-akuleI-zina or1-rina:!\lu,kuvu.1\1,dwcwa
Siiigw or Cifig(A) Ki•w or Ki-rw; vi-CA)
M-bula orM-bua

1 Ka-dzi-tu, dzmin. ='little person•.

1-hemba
:\Iu-ndu; wa-odu 
Ny-ama 
:\1a-vee. :\la-were 
N-gima
Mw-eji 

Iya. Mama. Me. Waya 
l\"-duwi 

:\Ia-tsere 
Mu-tu; a-tu, 
als11 :,\[,thu and :\1u-thut :\fo-lume 

�-ama, Ky-ama Mu,hasw i\Ia-zia, Vi,zia. {Kama= to
milk) 

Tumbiri. Khima. Tshalu 
Mw-ezi 

Mayw. Maye, Ame-. Hmama. (Nine= !tis
mother) :\f-Iima. Mu-rima 

1-tumbu; ma-. Ka,nwaMwmw
Lu-kombwe. N-gombwe
I-zioa
:\1,kuju. l\1-kudu 
pifigw. Gwfi 
Ki-w. Wi-ii. Heki-u 
Fua. Fu(A) 

L u,kombe 

Dzina 
Twvu. Ki-twvu 
Tsing(A) 
U-siku. (Kiza= dar!.:,uss)
Pula, Phula 

... 
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English 
ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

11 a. Mero Pfc.>kwmc.> (Ki-dabida• (Giryama• ! Kl�yurK��ba--l-Pwk��w or
-i-

- T�lta-- --Ta!f�i=- -N1it-·a __ _ 
______ L __ __ __I__ __I Ki-sagala) ___ I 

Duruma-Digco1 Ox 
Paddle Palm wine, beer Parrot Penis ... 
Pig 
Pigeon Place ... Rain, .. Rat 
Rhinoceros River ... 
Road ... Salt ... Shame Sheep ... 
Shield Shoulder Sister ... 
Skin 
Sky ... 
Slave ... 

K-degwa;ma-tegwa
N-jwhi
0-riiw.Mu-sita
N-guruwe.N-geriDutura, N-dutura Haha. Ha-ndu M-bura:M-bea
Huria 

N-zao N-gombe
l\Iu-iilwi; mi- Pae; ma+Tembw 
Kia 

Ka-suku Ciwa 
N-giie N-gee N-guyuwe,Guyuwe Gia. E-biii, Ci-kwe 1-voi or I-wiiiPa-andu. Hfa-ntu orVa-ndu fa-ntu M-biia '.\f-vuya ;\I-bea .M-panya. N-duru.l'\-deziPea

N-ombe N-ombe
I-kasia; ma-N-jwvi Mawa 
Ka-suku l\l•/3Uiiga; m1- N-jabw 
N-giiwe orN-guluweI-ringw

N-guwe
I-betaHa-ndu, A-ndu, lla-ndu Ku-ndu ::\1-vua. '.\f-vula M-viia l\1-bewa. N-gwsweM-banya;\l-bela Lu-hui or R-iii; n-jwe, nj-ui,ci-hiii

;\l-bila. l\I-biitsia U-si, U-dzi,U-tsi Dzana, Tsana M-wda,Mw-eda, 
M-buria.;\I-furw 

N-jira'.\fo-nyuuwni 
N-sia. N-dt,ia N-cia, K-jial\fo-nyu Mu-nyu N-dwni Yu-dzwa, Yu-tswa 

'.Vlw-eta Cia. In-jila. Ki-sereri. Mu-nyu Waya 
N-zia
Swni N-ondu, I-londu.N-dwromi, or Ng-wnduN-durume. '.\I-buzi. (l\1-buzi ndume= ram.)

also Re 
N-gonzi. Wsi. ronji. N-onjiBauru.N-jamba oN•gworLo-figw. N-gauRa-figw (u a)Ki-andi Ki-tuc.)M-oi re-tu.Mw-ari wamai-tw.l\fo-ruamwai-tuLu-yua; ci-yua. 

R-iia; nj-wa

Mu-tiaiya. :',fw-edu wa•nya 
Ki-t,uma. N-dawa.A-lula

N-gaw.Gamba.Wante
N-gonde orN-ondi (ram)N-gawWega 1-mbu. N-dugu Umbu.Wwkw-etu mbwaii.. M-riina wawa-ka, &-,c.Cing<,.>. Kufiu. N-gwzi. N-gwsi 1\1-roiigw. J.tii or Ma-tii.I-rumbi 1-tu, Mu-lufigu Yu-wifigu;

pl. wingu orm-bifiguMu-huma or:'llu-humwa
N-ging<,.>Mu-lui'igu or'.\1 -lui'igii-nyi

N-gombw M-kombolwa.N-4umba;tu-d:umba M-sumye orKi-sunyi.l\t-zumba

N-gaww
Rumburia 
Ki-konde 
Ma-jumbi 
M-zorw.I-siiiga

N-dzac.>.N-dewa yai\-ombe,Ri-gombe,Ka-gombe,Ki-gombeKatiN-gemua.Dumbu.PombeM-bwl<,.>.Ki-bwgw. Ki,gande-gande.U-lumeN-guluwe.Ki-ambw;vi-ambwJia, Giya,K-z;iya\'a-tu. Ha-thu. Ku-tu !\1-viila. Wula Panya. Phanya. '.\1u-nyau Pera Mu-he>) 
N-jiraMu-nyu.Cumvi.Haya. I-laN-gonzi.Durume t. l\1-buzi ya gondzi N-gaoKi-turw. Dzudzuri N-dugu
Kifigw Goi.i Ganda. Ki-konde Mu-lufigu. M-bifiguMu-sunye 

11i• 

.,, 

.. , 

... 



English 
GROUP C: BRITISH EAST AFRICA LANGUAGES 

-r:��yu lj 

---·-,--
14,. Taita (Ki-dabida• Ki-sagala) 

\ 15. Taveita I 16. 
Nika I (Giryama'Duruma-Digco) I 11 a. Meru 

- _ _J ------�-----------

Sleep ... 
Smoke 
Snake 
Son .. . 
Song .. . 
Spear... ... 
Spirit, soul 
Star ... 
Stick ... 
Stone ... Stool ... Sun ...

Tail (of animal) an 
Tear ...

Testicles 
Thief ... 
Thigh ... 
Thing ... 
1horn 
Tobacco 
To,day 

To-rw Tw-w. U-sindzizi Di-lw. Sinzizi Haringa 
:\Iu-raru. 

Dzi,uki. Su-iki. M-wsi C-uci. JaruEn-jwka Ny-wka 
:w-wsi 
:Ny-wka or C-wkaNyamu-yat.i; 

pl. Nyamuci-yat.i M w-ana ; pl. l\l w-ana ci-anaN-gcocu. U-in<o>. \\',at,i. WincoLi-umba.Ki,sukaJ.tim<o>; ma-. I-timu.I-tum<o> (II a). E-tumwKi-ronjw.:\Iu-rama (11a)N-gorw.:\lu-oyw. N-gwma�-jata 
N-gwa
X-data

:\1 wana M w-ana wa mu-yume lume M w-imbw. Wia L-umbw ; pt.c-umb<o> orny-umbwFumw; ma+ 1-cumu or 

:"\-ywha. Ny-ezi. 

1-fumu. Lu-fu;nyu-fu

K-donde.N )'•erinyeri 

Lu-wwbe. Ku-1>injia 
M-w�i
N-jwka
:\lw-ana wa ki-iime Ki-vinw ; vi-
I-cumw

N-dondw

U,sii'igizi, U-sindzizi.Ma,lalw.M-w�i
N-zwka.;>J"y-wka
:Vfw-ana mu,lume W-ira.Xy-imbw
Fumw 
Rwhw (Ambic).Gwma 
Ny-enyezi 

Siyare; pl.ma-siare. Ru-t.anju 
J\y-enyezi N-deta. N-data Dzimbw,Tsimb<,) K-data orM-zata.:\I-senge; mi-.Cangu

Ka-muti. I-sib<o> )I.data. 
I-bia; ma-via I-we; ma-weI-higa; ma• Ge-te; pl. i-te Li-yua, Ri-ua; Sua, '"Gua, Jua Dzua ma-. �-jua Gc-t.ita, Ki,t,ita. Ki-twmoi Le,iz<o>li ; ma-. Rc-it,orri; ma-it,orri Hekke or Kekke :\1 w-i:i;i ; a,izi. M w-ici ; a-ici 

Ki-sit.e. :\1 w-it.i. 
l\lc-t.oyi 

Ki,figii. Ki-ngeeu. Mii-yi. :\fii-veni

Mu,cia 
:,[,dzwzi, Mu-tswzi 
Fumbu 
Mw-ivi 

K-erw,Ki-entor Ny-onga. Ki-wew 
pl. ci-eru U-tambi.Kii-uKi-ndu or Ki-ndu Ki-ndw. pl.i-ndu or i-ndw:\l w-igiia; mi- :\1 w-iwa 

;\l-bake 
Wm-uzi, Wmwt.i. Reii. 

Ba-aki 
:\I u-t.eny'uu. U-munt.i.E-ndimw.l\lw-wnt.u

Ki-ntu; vi-ntu 
:\lw-iwa; mi-iwa
Tumbakw 
Yew 

I-we. I-gw I-bwe
I-jua or I-ruwa I-zuwu
M-kwba or Ki-tize M,komba.Ki-rensi:\I,bori or I-swjiLum-bori
I-kende; :.Ia-kedi ma-kendeKi-toyi.:\I w-ibi. Mu-hiwi 

:\l-swki. Ki-tina Bara. N'-dambi Ki-ya; vi-
or X-dami Ki,ndw or Ki-ndu Ki-ndu; vi-ndu:\Iu-njwa.Mw-ia,:\fw,iza :\I-�a 

Kumbaku or M-batuKimbaku Lew Yww 

N-gongw
Dzi-we. I-we Ki-gwgw. Ki-hi D-ziia
M-kira.:'If u•cira
Tswzi 
Tende 
:.Iw,ivi 
Ki-ga ; vi-ga. Lu-agw Ci-tu or Ki-tu; vi,tu 
Mw,iya. Kita, D-zalag-umbaKumbaku
Rerw 

12. 
K:1iml,n, 

... 

•• 



106 ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

English uyu Kamba 
Meru 

13. 
Pc.,kc.,mc., or 
Pfc.,kc.,mc.:, 

14. 
Taita 

(Ki-0abida• 
Ki,sagala) 

g:1 12. 

--- -- --- --------------

I 5-
Taveita 

Toe 

To-morrow 

Tongue 

Tooth ... 

Town ... 
Tree 
Twins 

Urine ..• 

Vein 

War 

Water 

Well, source, 
spring 

White man 
Wife ... 

Wind ... 

Witch ...... 

Witchcraft 

Woman 

Womb 

Wood (fire
wood) 

Yam ... 

Lu-ara Ki.a ; pl. si-a or l )-c.,we ja 
ci-a. ku-giiii. 

Ru-tsiu, Lu-ciii 

Lu-limi or 
Rw-rintl 

I-gegc., or
I-geyw; pl.
ma-

U-ni. CD-ni.
Kc-wkw

W-imi.
Ka,nyiia.
N-gumba

Iyw. Ku-t.ekw

1\fo,jie, Mu,ciyi Mu-dzii
Mu,ti; mi.ti :\Iu,ti, M•ti 
Ma,aza. '.\fa-bat.a 

Ma-hat.a, or 
Ma,hasa 

'.\fa.ziguma. 
:;\fa.t,ugumti 

'.\Ta-iimau 

11u-kiha '.\1u,kiba or 
:\Iu-kiwa 

I-tii. M-bara Ka-w

'.\ia-e. Rw-e, '.\la-anzi 
Ru-gi (1 I a)

Ki-t,ima Ki,t,ima 

D,c.,we la
ci-giiii

Ma-gura.
Kesw 

Cu-imi or 
Jw-imi; pl.
ny,imi 

Gegw; wa+ 

:Vf u-dzi ; mi• 
'.\Iu-hi; mi
'.\fa-padza, 
M-patsa

11i-kodzw 

'.\fu-sipfa 

Vi-ha. 
N-kondw

::\fa.dzi 

Afiga 

I-nw, l\la•n(I) Ki,caa kya
ku-yu 

Labu or Lau. Yaww 
I-keJ<-> L11m1 ; pl. -lumi
c•umi or 
ny-umi 

I-gegw or I,jeyw 
I-jegw

Mu•zi. Kaia Ki,oiigc., 
M w-iti or Mu-di :Mu-ti 
'.\1-asa. M-aza
Ma,hega 

l\1-kc.,cuc.,, 
U•gwco, or 
:\1a,gwcu 

C-uga

1\1,kc.,zw 

Wu-da or U-ta. N-gondc.> 
Kondw 

;,fa.ji, '.\fa-ci, or M-bombe 
'.\Ie-ji 

Ki,na; vi-

'.\Iu-zufigu :\Iu-zuiigu l\tu,zuiigu '.\Iu,zuiigu M-zuiigu
Mu•ndu mu,ka Ki-beti. Mu,ke Mu•ke; wa-ke .l\Iu,ke. 1\fu-ka '.\1-ce 

Hehw. 
Lc,1-hugw. 
Ru-huhw 

'.\Iu-rwgi. 
i\fo-gaiiga 

M-bebw Ru,vutw. 
::\f,pefw 

Mu-gaiiga; a-. Mu,dzawi, 
::\fu-oii '.\1u-tsawi 

v-oii. V-oii Dzawi

Ka-regw; tu- Mu,ndu mu-kii. Mu-ke 
(vir.1:in). '.\Iu- '.\fw-etu 
hiki. '.\Iu-ndu 
mu-ka. Ku-
gurra. (1-hu 
= womb,prel[-
1llmt 1t•o111an) 

1-hu Ma-la. l\fa-a. '.\le-ti. Humbw
Mu-fii. Ki-nw. E-bii. 
Ny-uiigu I-vuni 

Lw-kii ;f!l. ii.-gii N,gii. E-kie. Yu-kumi; pl.
I-kc., fi-khiimi 

N-guaci. Ki- Ki-kwa. l•kwa.
kera. Ki-koa. l\Ia-kwatsi
Ge-kwa; i-koa (pl.)

;\ll,behw N-gufigu.
?II-behw

;\[-sabi, :\!-sawi 
l\f-sawi, M-sai 

U-sabi

Mu-ke, :.1,ce 
:\1-du-mu-ke, 
:'.Iu-ka 

Ki-fu '-i-da 

:'II-bande. N,gwi 
N-giini

I-kw. J,kajiba Ki,likwa

1 I.it.' tht1 whist/er',from whistling being associated wit/1 witchcraft. .'),:e Zulu. 

16. 
Nika 

(Giryama 
I Duruma-Digw) 

C,ala 

Ma-cerw. 

U-limi or
Lu-rimi;
n,dimi. K(A)lw 

Dz-inw. Jegw

Mu-dzi 
Mu-hi 
Ma-phatsa or 
Padza 

Ma-kodzw 

Mu-siha 

Vi-ha. Khondco 

Ma,dzi 

Ci-sima 

Mu-zufigu 
Mu-ce. l\1-kaza. 
M-cethu
(Digc,J)

Pehw, Lu,vehw,
Phevw.
Lavutw.
Mu-nyefu

J\l u-tsawi,
'.\[u-dzai.
Mu-lwzi 1

U-tsai.
v-ganga

Mu,ce, 
Uzi-ce, 
Ki-ce. 
l\1,gwma 

7,-alc.>, Fi-alw. 
Mimba, 
Bimba 

Lu-kuni. 
Khuni 

Ki-razi. 
Ki,bwmu 

----------------- -- -- --- ---

... 

.. , 

... 
Lli 

+ 

l,;.ill,f 

LT• a 

... 

. ,. 
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II. :J 12. 13. 14. 

-�-
English Kikuyu Kamba Pcokcomco or Taita 

Ki,sagala) 

15. 16. 
Taveita Nika 

II a. Mero 
-

-
--

-
�-

P
_
f.
_
co
_
k
_
co
_
m

_
co

_
-'-

_
(Ki-dabida-

__ _;____ _ _____ ._ 

(Giryama
--. Duruma-Digco)

Year ... 

Yesterday ... 

Zebra 

One ... 

Two ... 

Three ... 

Four 
Five 
Six 

Seven ... 

Eight ... 

Nine 

Ten 

Eleven 

Twenty 

Thirty 

Forty ... 

Fifty .. . 
Sixty .. . 

Seventy 

:.iw-aka; 
mi-aka.
1-mera

1-ra. I-co (tl1e
day befort1) 

J\ -jage, X -jagi 

Mw-aka 

E-co. N -eco.
(Essco = t/1e 
day before) 

�-zai. :.I-buru 

Mw-aka 

Dzana. Dzuzi 
(day before) 

M-puru

E-miie Mondi. -mwe M(J)•dza 
-a dura

I-biri (-iri). Ile, -eri
I-giri, Eri

1-zatu or .t,atu or -datu 
J.t,at,u

I-nya, -nna -nnii or -nya
J-zanco. J.t,anu -tanu, -tanu
Sasatco. 1,ant.atu, 

1-tandatu. 'Gandatu 
.t,ant.atu,
.t,at,atu 

N-giiiinja, :.fo>•anza. 
;\lu-guanja ;\lu-onza 

Nyanya, -nana Nyanya 

K,enda 

1-kumi

K-enda

1-kumi

1-kumi ncmwe 1-kumi na
ki-mwe 

-wii

-hahu

-ne
-tsanco
Handahu

. fufigahe 

-nane

K-enda

Kumi

Kumi na 
mcodza 

Mi-roii�co or
\(e,rungco 
i-iri or ;\I a
kumi a-iri 

J\Ii-ongco ele or l\li-yongo 
:.li-longco iri mi-wii 

:.1i-roiigco 
(\Ie-ruiigw)
i-tatw or
Ma-kumi
a-tatw

:\1i-ongc., or 
:\Ii-loiigw 
i-tatu

:.li-yongco 
mi-hahu 

Ma-kwni a-nnii :.li-oiigco i-nya :\li-yongco
or l\Ie,ruiigw m-ine
i,nna 

;, tc-run gco 
i-tanco 

\'le-ruiigco 
i-tandatu
(j.t,at,atu) 

Mc-ruiigw 
mu,gwanja 

l\fi,ongco 
i-tan1u

:.Ti-ongw 
t,andatu

J\li-oiigw 
monza 

M1-yongco 
mi-t13anco

:.Ii-yoiigw
mi,handahu

Mi-yoi'igco 
mi-fuiigahe

Ki-mii.Mw-aka :.1w-aka 

I-gww, 1-gulco. 1-wuco 
1-juzi (day 
befor.:)

Forw, Furco J.o,itikco

-mu, I-mu.
Mcojeri or
1-mweri.
Mwju or
Mwsi 

•Pili, -iii, •Wi 

-datu or -tatu

-na, •nya, •Ile

-sanw
-tandatu or 
-zandadu

1\1-fuiigati or
M-fungade

-nane or
-nyanya

K-enda,
1-kenda

1-kumi

I-kumi na
rncojeri.
I-kumi na
i-mweri 

l\li-rongw 
mi-ili.
:.\Ii-roiigw -iwi

:.\li-rongo 
mi-tatu.
Mi-roiigw 
i-dadu or
:.\Ta-kumi
a-dadu

:.I i-roiigco 
mi-ne 1ori-na)
or :-.Ia-kumi
mi-ne or a-na

Mi-:oiigw 
mi-sanu, &c.

J\li-roiigw 
i-randadu

:.\'fi-rongco 
m-fungate,&c.

:.I-c.>si. -mwe; 
mwezu 

Eri, -eri 

-tatu. 1\-datu
and -tutu 

-nne
-sanw
Tandatu

Fungata . 
:.\[.fun.gate 

Nane 

K-enda

I-kumi

1-kumi na
mwe. 1-kumi
na-mwezw 

:.\1a-kum'eed 

:.\[a-kumi 
ma-tutu 

J\fa-kumi 
ma-nnc 

:\Ia-kumi 
ma-sanoo 

l\Ia-kumi 
tandatu 

:.\fa-kumi 
fufigata 

:.Iw-aka 

Dzana 

Forco 

Mweiiga, 
-mwe. :VI-oosi

H-iri, -iri

-hahu, -tahu

I-nne, -ne
Tsanco 
Handahu

Fuiigahe 

H-nane

C-enda

Kumi. 
Mu-roogw 

Kumi na 
mwenga 

Mi-roiigw i-iri 

l\[i-roiigw 
mi-hahu

Mi,rongw 
mi-ne.
l\la-kuroi
ma-ne

:.\{i-rofigco 
mi-tsanco

l\li-rongw
mi-handahu

Mi-rongw 
mi-fungahe

... 

"' 

'" 

... 

, . 

... 



108 
English 

Eighty 
Ninety Hundred 

Thousand ... 
I, me, my ..• 
Thou, thee, thy 
He, him, his 
We, us, our 
Ye, you, your 
They, them, their 
All 

This, these 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

I I. Kikuyu 11 a. Meru -1Pc.>k!�O) nr 12. Kamba 14. 15. ---1--
Tai ta Taveita 

-I 
16. 

Nika 
:\fe-rungc.> i-nana Me-rui'igO) k-enda 1-gana
Giri 

----

:\lioi'igc.> nyanya Mi-ongc.> k-enda 1-yana; pl. ma-yana or m-ana :\.f-ana ma-kumi

PfO)ko.,mO) 
:\1i-yoiigw mi,nane Mi,yofig.., k-enda Gana; ma-
(Arabic) 

Nie. N•,. NJ•· :;:-.Ji-nye. N-, Ni-. Ami, Mimi. -nd-, -nJ•, -ng-. -nye. ,ni-, -n-. Ni-, Ny-. -a-kwa-a-kwa-ni-. -a-i'igu Wee. U-, W-. We, :l\i-we. Awe, Wewe. ,ku-. -a-ku U-. U-, Ku-. -we. -ku-. •gc.>, -ku-. -a-kw -kc.> W-ria, U-Jia. Uya, Uii, Miya. Jeje, Cece. A-. Yeyai. Ya•, Ka,,A,. ,nye. -mu,. -a-keA•. -mu-. -a-kwe -n1-. -mu-. -a-kwe

(Ki-dabida, Ki-sagala) ;\li-roiigw wu-nyanya, &c. :\Ti-rongc.> ik-enda, &c. 1-gana
Ma,gana i-kumi

;\fa.kumi nane 
l\Ta-kumi k-enda l'ana, I-yana
:\Ia-yana ma-kumi. Ki-hinde; vi-hindi Imi, Ini. N-. Mi. N-. 

-n-. -a-iigu, -ni-. -a-iigu -a-poo, -a-pwa Uwe, Whc.>, We, Uwe. U-, Wku. Ku•, U-. Wu-. -ku-. •kc.>,-a-koo -ku-. -a-kc.> I-ye or Uc.>. W,, U,, A-. -mu-. -a-keYe, lye. A-. •mi-,•mu-. -a-kwe
E-, 

I-zwe. I,t,ui Tw-,Tu-.It,ie. Oibi. Tu-, Swiswi. Swi,, I-si. Di-,D•,Ti-, U,swi. Tu-. Ti-, I-tu. Hu-. T-. -tu•. -etu -tu .. -itu
I-figui, 1-nyuwe, Mu-. -mu-(?). -a-nyu Aria, Wac.>. Ma-. Weii, Maoo•, -wa-,-ma•. -a-0) -obe or -ose, ose (2), y-ose (4), m-ose (6),
y-ose (8),
Ci•0Se (Io),
t•0Se ( I 2), w-ose (14),
h,ose (16),
kw-ose (15)

Uyu, awa or aa; uyu, ii; riri, yaya or ama; keki, ii ; ii, cici ; re.ore.> ; tc.>tc.o ; kaka · uwu· kooko/; hah�

-ti. -tu-. -itu -hu-. •eh11-di-, -ti-. -edu,
I-nyui. Mu-. -mu-. -inu
Wa, Acc.>, Andua. Asu. Ma,. ·Cc.>. •a•. ,c.x.:, -onbe, -c.>nde

Uu oruyu, aa or aya ; iiii, ii; ii, gaa; ki-ya, i-ya; i-ya, zi-ya or zizi: iiii; tw-ii; ki-i ;iiii;kw-aa, wa-a, mw-aa

Nywinywi. Mu-. -mu-. -enu
Wac.>. Wa•. -wa-. -a•r.>
-onse, &c. Pia

Hu-yu, ha-wa; Hii-u, hi,i ; Hi-di, ha-ya; hi-ci, hi-vi; hi-i, hi-zi ; hu-yu ; hii-i't (12), ha-ka; hii-u; hu-ku ; ha-fa; hu-mu. 

-du 1-nyu. Mu-. -m•, -mu-.
-enyu

A-wa, A-we.>, Wa-,Wi-. -wa-, -wi-. -a-woo, -a-vwe -o.,se, Putu

lJ-ii, u-yu, u-hu; a-wa; u-gu, U·yll j ii ; i-li j a-ya; i-ki; i-vi; &,c.

U-nywi, li-nwi. Mu-. -01-, -mu-. -enyu Wac.>. Wa-. -wa-. -a-woo
-ose

Uii, awa, &--c.

I (Giryama Duruma-Digw) :\li:rofigoo 1111-nane Mi-rongc.> cenda Gana 
:.\!a,gana kumi 
Mimi, Mine.>. Ni-, N-. -mi.-ni-. -a-ngu Uwe. U-,W-. -we-. •c.>. 
lye. Yu-, U-, A-. -ye, -e(ze). -mu-. •a•kwe Siswi, Swiswi, Si-nm, Fwi. Wu-, U•, Hu-, Fw•. -swi. -hu,. -ehu Ninwi, Mwinwi. Mu•, Ny-. -nwi. -mu-, -m-. -enu Aoo, A-rnu. l\la,, -0). -a•. -a•c.>
-c.>si, -c.>sini

Yuyu. aa; iiii, ii; riri. gaga: kiki, vivi; ii, zizi; lulu; iiii; kaka; iiii; kuku; haha (vava); OlUIUU, 

I•. •• • 

,, 

I" 

I --l .... - -



English 

This, these (conti"nued) 

That, those 

Bad 
Black ... Female 

Fierce ... 
\ Good ... 

Great ... 
Little ... 
Long, tall high, 
Male 
Old 

Red 
... 

Rotten 
Short ... 
Sick 

... 

I ��4 

GROUP C: BRITISH EAST AFRICA LANGUAGES 

,-1-. ---,- � 

Kikuyu Kamba 11a. Meru_L

U-ria orW-ria,a-ria ; u-ria,i-ria; ri-ria,ma-ria; ki-ria,i-ria ; i-ria,ci-ria; rrn-ria;tw-ria; ka-ria;u-ria ; ku-ria;ha-ria

U-yu, a-wu,i:-yu, i-yu, &c.

Uii-ya, aii-ya, 
&c. 

13. Pwkwmwor Pfwkwmw 
14. 15.Tai ta Taveita(Ki-dabida- I Ki-sagala) _l __

\;-w orU,yw ; a-ww; u-gworu-yw; i-yw;
.s, .... c. 

H uyu-de, hawa- U-lya or u-ja ; de (or huyu-le, wa-lya orhawa-le), hiHi- wa-ja ; gu-ja de, hii-de, &c. or yu-lya; &--c.

-ru, ,uru. -t,t1kt1 -t,t1gu. Tabisie, -st1ka or -zuka -Jagelage. -wiwi
-iru, -wiru-kii

-guruki. -wgi(-ri = slwrp)-ega, -wega. -sima
-nene
-nyinyi, -nini
-raia
-rume
,kuru, -turi. Ki-heti � 
-tune, -tuni
-uru or -but,a
-kubi
-ruaru,-rime.). -dwari.

:,lo-ruaru

-vii -wasi-ziu, -wiu-ka

.t,uku 
-zew, -ceoo
-nene
-nini, Kanini
-wasa, -atsa.-tai'igat1-ume, -un1iu
-ku, -nu, -tene

::'-J"-duune. :.1-wew -kiw. -kigu.•Cc.>U, •WU-kupi
Mu-wao 

-euzi-ke. -kwve

-kali
-ema
-kuu. Bora
·CUCU
-yeya
-yume
-zee. -kuru

-kundu
-lafa. -wwwa
.fufi 

:-S y-ilu ; -a c-ilu-ke. -awakii. -jiru•Ce

-abili or -birie. -ekabe-fiaKi-rani, -rani. -edi-lwli. -ica.-boie-mbwaha, -baha-bwaha-cace. -tini -doiigoo
-lele. -laca -eza or -weza
-lume.-a wwmi,•Vc.>llli-a kala orKale. -fwie.N-keku.-goosi.Ki-demooNgundu,;,[.kundu•wla. -worie
-fupi

-ume
-a kae.-a-sakaa
-11-kundu
-a knwwa
,fuhi 

-cwii.ii., -jwaazi -kofikwa,-kofigc.) -cwajua

16. Nika (GiryamaDuruma,Digw) 
I-ye, aw, uww,iyw, rirw, &--c.·llw {Yll•llc.)

1 a-nw, u-nw,i -nw, &c.)Ye-,w•,yu-ya, yu,yatbu, yu-ra�u; a-riat t1,a-riahu;u-ria t'tt,i-riahu; &--c.Hi- (Hi-yu,Hi-a;hi-ii, hi-i; hi-ri,hi-ga; hi-ki,hi-vi ; hi-i,hi-zi ; hi-lu; hi,Vv>; &~c. : a/sf) Hi-w, 
Hi-roo, &c.) 

-ii
Ny-iru, -iru ce. -te, -aci (s/1eep). -bice 

(mlllt-). -gwma (cattle and Immans) -siru
-dzn or -dzw
-bwmu -nene
,tite, -dide. -tembe•re
-lume, ,dume
-kare. -kuru.-vedi �-koi'igwe,-koi'iga-tune, -dune .-kundu•wla
-fubi or -futi.-ivi•gongc.,,,kongco

I 

t .. 

. . 

. '. 

. ' 



IIO 

White 

Above. up, on 
top 

Before 
Behind 

Below, down 

Far 
Here ... 

In, inside ... 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LAKGUAGES 

-eru

I-guru

-au, -eu. -kundu (?)
Mw-au, Nz-au (•zeru = !toly, 

pure) 

Ulu, yulu Dzuu 

-naiige.
-cwkwa.
l\Iny-ai'ige

I-gulu

M-bere. Tene M-bee
'tuta Edina

Usc.oni. Mbee '.\1-bele 
:Mo-oiigoni wa·. Ny-uma 

'tini. 'ti. 
Rungu. Cini 

Ko-raiya 
Haha 

Pa-ant,i, 
N-t,ini

Ku-atsa
Va.a

-a t,eni. 'teni, N-janue.
-ini N -dini y,t 

N-siiigw ya
Dzi or Tsini 

Kuye 
Habfa 

M-saiige-ni.
I-si

Ku-lele, Kula
Aha

-ni. Ku-zimu -a n-denji.
Ko-mweni, 
A-mweni

-ewa. Dy-ewa

Waiiga 

.Ny-uma 
Nga-lukw 

Si 

Hae 
Aha 

K-deni

-eruve, -aruhe 

Dzulu 

'.\t-bere 
Ny-uma 

Tsini 

Kure 
Hiva. Haha. 

Vava. HanCll 
N-dani. Mu-, 
-moo 

Middle 

Near ... 

Outside 

N-gatigati or
Katikati

-a ha-kuhi
(-kubi) 

Kati. 
Vw-kati 

Pa-kupi 

N-ja. Ku-uma. N-dza 
'Cima 

Kahikahi Gati

Ha-fufi Ka-vui 

Yawa. Nse �i-gati 

Kahikahi 

Yevi, Hehi 

:>i-gati. Swme Ndze. Ku-nze 

Plenty. many -iiigi -iiigi. M-wita -inji

There.. . ... Ku-ria. Ha-ria Waya. Ekiiii Hu-kude. 

Where? -ha?, -ka?
l\tc-ha?
J\Ic-ku?

Ku-ya Ha-bfade 

N a-ku ?, -iba ? Ku?, kuni? 

No! K-di-ota ! Aca ! Tiww ! Si-oyw ! 
K(tj-ti-ri! 

Not (witlt -.,crb, Ti-, -di, -ti 
(IS jJ1•eji:r, in-

.fix, or s1tj/i:t:J 

To Kc.>-, Ku-, Gu-
beat -gwt,a, -hora

" 
buy, sell -gura

" 
come ... -wka, -ka

" 
cut -tema. -tinda

" dance .t,wiita. -ina 
or-wina 

" 
die -kua

" eat -ria
" 

give -hee. -ruta
., 

go ... -tie, -zie,
-inuka. -cera

Ti• (di-), -ti•, 
-ta- or -da-

Ku-
-kuna. -vwa.
-kanya

•Ua. -t.wa
-uka
-dila

-songa. -inaor
-tawka.
-kuina

-kwa
-ya. Jika. -uma
-nenga
-enda. . t,i

Si-. Ku-, Ka-. 
Ta-hu-. Ta
mu-, Ta-wa. 
Tc.o- (Tau), Te
(Tai), Ta-, 6�c.

Ku
•biga 

-guya
-dza
-huna

•Vina

-fwa
-ca, -ja
-bfa. -yavya
-enda

-eiigi. -ingi. Fwanda 
Lc..>lilwli 

Ahw. Alya. Hala 
U-kw. Kulya.
Aja

Hiyw? Haw? Hi? 

Iii ! Haiya ! Hai ! Si! 
Mbai ! 

Si, Si•, Su-, 
Sa-

Ku
-kwita 

-gula
-ja
-sinja. -dema

-haka

-fwa
-jiga
-hawa
-gala

Ku
•biga 

-zoora
-za
-tema

-torooka

-fwa
-la
-inga
-tonga

-eiigi. Abau

Hariathu. -kCll. 
Vara. HikCll. 
Hahoo. VCll. 
Kura 

Lavi?, -hi? 
Hikoo? 

Mbai ! Ha;a! 
Dzi ! 

l5i, Si-, Zi-. 
Kha-, Kh'•, 
Tha.-, .t,a 

Ku
•piga 

-gula
-dza
-tsinsa.
-dema, -tema

-zaziga

.fa 
-rya 
-va
-enda. -hua.

-enenda.
-hamba.
-tamba. -liia

l l-1 14--
~rnlil ~II" 'f ita 

• 'i;w1nw 4 Ki-d L d -
lti • ll"ln! 

-- - -

··• 

. ' 

.. 
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GROUP C: BRITISH EAST AFRICA LANGUL\GES --r-----
II. 12. 

English Kikuyu Kamba 
11 a. Meru 

- -

-

Kw-, Ku-, Gu- Ku-
kill -uraga. -urra -aa. -dila

know -menya. -dzi. -manya.
-igua. -oi -ese

laugh -t.eka -teka
leave off, -tiga. .}ekia -eka, lekya

cease 

love.want -enda -kyenda,
-enda

see -ona. -rora -ona. -dzidza

sit, remain, 
abide 

-ikara -ekala

0 �- - l - J 14. 15.
Pc:.okc:.omc:.oor Taita Taveita
Pfc..>kc:.omco> (Ki-dabida-

Ki-sagala) 

Ku- Ku- Ku-

-yaga -laga. -pinja -kc:.oma

•dzi. -manya. •manya •tisiwa
•hambuya

-dzeka -seka -seka
-yadza -siga -11iya

-enda. -dzaka -saya -kunda,
-kundie

-c:.ona -ona. -lc..,la -wc:.ona.

-kaa -kala, -kata
-iyuwa

-ikaa

III i;�-
Nika 

Giryama• 
uruma-Digc:.o) 

Ku-
-ulaga.
-tsindza

-manya

-tseka
-rica, -rega.
-laca. -sia,
-sika

-hendza.
-kunda

•ona. -lc:.ola

-sagala, -sala.
-kala

,, sleep ... -keo>ma. -mama . •sindzia. -tuiigura •pinzia -lala
-cufiga -keo>ma.

•likwa
-yala

,, stand,stop, •rugama -n1ama, •sumama -kaa kimu-si ? -sc:.oma -ima
be erect -umama.

-ui'igema,
•ungama,
-umana

,, steal ... -iya -ya. fiea. i'igea -iwa -iva -iwa -ia, iya

PREFIXES AND CO::S:COROS 12\ KIKUYU AND MERU 

No prcprefixes. 

Class 1- Mc.>-, Mu-, M'-(mu-, yu-, u-, ,u-); 2. A-(a•); 3. Mc:.o•, Mu• (mu-, u-); 4. Me-, Mi• (mi-, i-); 
5. 1,i-?, Ri-, Di-, J. (ri-); 6. Ma- (ma-, ya-, a·); 7. Ki-, Ke-, Ge-, Gi-(ki•) ; 8. I- (i-); 9. -, N•, J·, Ny•
(i-,n-); 10. ,N-, Ny-,Ci-(pl. alsoto1and7)(ci-); 11. Roo-,Ru-,Lu-(rm-, ru-); 12. Teo>•(tw-,tu-);
13. Ka- (ka-); 14. W-, U- (u-); 15. Ku-, Keo>· (ku-); 16. Ha-(ha-); (17. only represented by the
suffix •ini).

PREFIXES, &c., I:--1 KAMBA 

Class 1. Mu-, M- (mu-, m-, yu-, u-); 2. A- (a-); 3. Mu- M-(mu-, m-, u-); 4. Mi-(mi-, i-); 5. 1-
(i-, di-) ; 6. Ma, (ma-, ya-) ; 7. Ki-(ki-, ci-); 8. I•, 1,j. (i-, ic-); 9. N. (M·), -, Ny• ! n-. i-) ; 10. N-(M-), 
-, Nz-, Ny- (n-, ny-, zi-, ci-); IL U-(u-, m-) ; 12. Tu-(tu-) ; 13. Ka- (ka-); 1 4. u. (u-); I 5. Ku- (ku-) ; 
16. Pa•, Va-, Wa-(pa-, va-, wa-); (17. represented only by suffix -ini).

PI<EFIXES, &c., I� PWKWMW 

Class I. Mu-, M-(mu-, yu-, ju-) ; 2. Wa-(wa-) ; 3. Mu-, M-(mu-, u-); 4. Mi- (mi-, i-J ; 5. -, Dzi-, 
Dz. (di-); 6. Ma-(ma-, ya-); 7. Ki-{ki-, ci-); 8. Vi. (vi-); 9. N- (M-). Ny-, - (n-(m), i-, yi-); JO. Ny-, 
N-,-(n-(m-),zi-); 11. Yu-,U-,Rc..,-(o/,i/orm)(yu-,ju-); 12. U-(u-); 13. Ka-.K'-(ka-); 14. U-(u-); 
15. Ku. (ku-) ; 16. Fa- or Pfa-(fa-) ; 17. Mu• (mu-, -mu, -mw ; -ni).

I :: 



112 ILL'lJSTRATIVE VOCABUL\RIES OF BANTU LA�GUAGES 

PREFIXES, &c., 11' TAITA 

A trace of preprefixes. 

Class I. Mu-, M• (mu-, u•, yu-, hu•); 2. Wa-, Va- (wa-, va•); 3. Mu-, M- (mu-, m-, gu-, yu-); 4. Mi 
(mi-, i-); 5. Iri•, I-, Ji•, Izi- (Ii-, ji-,j-) ; 6. Ma-(ma-, ya-, ya-); 7. Ki, (ki-); 8. Vi, tvi-) ; 9. Ny-, N-, -
(n-, i-); 10. Ny•, N-, Nyu-, Cu- (n-, ci- ?, ri-); 11. Lu-, L0>· (lu-); 1z. Du,, Di•, Ru-(?) (du-?); 13. Ka

(b-); 14. u., Wu-, Vu, (u-, vu-, -yu-); 15. Ku- (ku-); 16. Ha•, A, (ha-, ku-); 17. -- (-ni or -nyi); and 
traces of a La- prefix in Taita and Nika. 

PREFIXES, &c., IN TAVEITA 

Class I. Mu,, M, (mu-, u-); 2. Wa- (wa-); 3. Mu-, M- (mu-, u-); 4. Mi- (mi-, i-); 5. I-, Iji-, Ni-? 
(1i-); 6. Ma, (ma-, a-); 7. Nki-?, Ki- (ki-); 8. Vi-, Wi, (vi-); 9. N, (M·),Ny-, - (n-, i-); 10. N- (M-), Ny-, 

- (n-, ji- or zi-); I 1. Lu, Ou-) ; JZ. Tu- (tu-); I 3. Ka, (ka-); 14. Wu, (wu•, u-); 15. Ku, (ku-); 16. Ha
(ha-); 17. absent? represented by locative suffix, -ni or -ini.

PREFIXES, &c., l;,l' NIKA 

Class 1. Mu-, M- (mu-, yu-, w-); 2. A- (a-); 3. Mu-, M- (mu-, u-); 4. Mi- (mi-, i-); 5. Ri-1, Dzi-1
(ri-, i-); 6. Ma- (ma-, ga-); 7. Ki•, C'-, Ci, (ki-, c'-); 8. Vi-,�•- (vi-,�•-); 8 a. Vi-, Fi- ,,·i-, Ii-); 9. N- (M-), 
Ny'•, - (n- (m-), nyi-, i-); 10. N- (M·), Ny'•, "T'" (n-, nyi-, zi-); 11. Lu-, Ru- (lu-, ru-); 12 

2
• U- (u-); 

13. Ka• (ka-) 14. U- (u-); 15. Ku- (ku-); 16. Ha- (ha-); 17. Mu- (mu-; -ni). Traces of La- prefix.

11. Kikuyu is spoken in the Kikuyu highlands, between Upper River Tana, and the Meru and N'ycri
districts north-east and north-west of the northern slopes of l\Jount Kenra ; south-west, to the \'icinity 
of Nairobi; eastwards, to the 'Geraka country. The Meru dialect (11 a) is said to be markedlr distinct. 
It is spoken in the north-east portion of the Kikuyu aren. The dialects of Kikuyu proper (which
standard Kikuyu-is the Kiambu of Fort Hall) arc the following, according to Capt. G. St. J. Orde
Browne :-Nyeri (north-west Kikuyu); Ndia (south-west Kikuyu); E mbu (Cuka, l\twimbc, Emberrc, 
1,eraka, and Igwji, east and south-cast Kikuyu); and 11 a, Meru, or north-east Kikuyu. 

12. Kamba is spoken in Vkambani, between the Tana river on the north and the Oiigwlea hills near
Kilimanjarw on the south. It is bounded on the west by Kikuyu and on the east by the Gala, Plllkwmw, 
and Giriama tribes. 

13. Pwkwmw is spoken in the country along both banks of the Lower Tana, behind the coast-belt.
14. Taita is spoken in the Taita hills south of Ukambani, west of Giriama, east of Taveita and

Kilimanjarw. 
15. Taveita is spoken in the Tavcita settlement, south-east of Kilimanjarw.
16. Nika is spoken in the coast country behind the Swahili fringe,from the Sabaki river on the north

to beyond the Umba river in the south. 

1 Pl. No. 4, Mi•. i ? 14. Pl. lo Ka•,



GROUP D GROUPE 

Tl-IE KILL\IANJARW LANGUAGES 

r 7. Caga (Mosi or Ki-mwci) 

THE USAMBARA LANGUAGES 

17 a. Ki-siha or :=;ira 17 c. Ki,rombw 
17 b. Ki-macame 17 d. Ki-meru 

r 8. Pare-Gwenw 

19. �ambala19 a. Bondei20. Zigula20a. Nguru18 a. C-asu 20 b. Ki-dwe 20 c. Ki-kwere20 d. Kim-rima (Lima) 

English 

Animal, wild beast 
Ant ... ... 

Ant, white (termite) 

Arm ... ... 

Arrow 

Axe, adze ... 

Baboon 
Back ... 

Banana 

Beard .. . 

Bee .. . 

Belly .. . 
Bird ... 

18. 
I Pare1 -Gwenc., 18 a. C-asu 
I 

19. t5ambala 

l 
r9a. 1- 20. -J 20d. Bondei Zigula Kim-rima 20 a. Nguru (Lima) 20 b. K1,dc.,e 

__ o c. Ki-kwere _____ _ 
Xy-ama.I-nd ... ; Ny-ama ma-ndc., >ly-ama,Z-ama Ny-ama 
l\I-bwine.Safu. Ma-cici. Ma-rii. Cuiigu. Silafu l\lalw-ondc.,, N-geni. Safu,:--1-ondc.,. Kc.,kombir ... Faafu \l-sora. N-sau (17b).Sawa (17 d).\1-keni (17 c). N-k ... ki (17 a) 

'.\1-sau M-swa

Ny-ama. Kala Ny-ama 
Silafu. 
u -tilitili.U-sawa

M-swa

Ku-w ... kc.,; ma-. '.\I-k ... nc.,; mi-. '.\Iu-k ... nw; mi- .Mu-kc.,n(I); mi- '.\I-k ... n ...
w .... k ... ; pl. Ku•WCl)k(I) ; �lu-kcon ... ; mi-
ma-c.,kw orma-iikc., ( l 7 a, b). '.\1-kwnc., 

ma-
M-fe. .M-fi. Mu-vwi; mi-\1-bale; fi-ale
(17 d).

M-iivi, Z-uvi ;m-i;ale.(i\1-teg ... =
trap-arrow) 

r5wka ; ma- Zc.,ka ; ma+. r5ez ... ; ma+. Sc.>ka. Ki-aara Ka,zwka ; vu• C ... ka. 
jJ/.fi-(17d) Hoya; ma+. 

I-fie (17 d).1-fubi or1-fuwe'.\l·oiig(I).Mu-hongw

I-imve (18a).J.f ... loiig ....Jwb ... ; ma+'.\1-yoiigw

Gembe; ma+. M-bajwNy-ani
Mu-goiigw 

I-riiii. I-riiyii; Riiyii; ma,riiyii. Huti. To11te.ma-. 1-kundu En-didi B ... k .... 
(17) (Ira). :\fu-dizi. Nida ( 1 7 a). Mu-hoy ... N-gerer.... KCl)lw: ma+ Dezu Ki-leri (17 d) N-juki. �uki. N -jiikil5iki ( I 7 d)N-deu N-denyi.Ki-fiiN-dehe ; fi-lehe N -deye
or N-dee;fi-lee. Ki-lehe;

N-yc.,ki
Tumb(I) 
N-dege

;.\'I-dali, '.\1-sale. H ... sa; ma+. Golwa; ma+ 
(wooden 
tipped). Ki-gumba 
(iron tipped) Hoya. U-hamba.M-kc.,mc.,.Gembe,Jembe

Mu-goiigco 
Huti; ma+. Tonte; ma+. Tindi; ma-t 

(tree) ::-.1-devu; ma-devu N-ywki
I-fu
1\-dege 

;si-. Ki-te; vi
(17 c). 1 M-pale is the correct form if the name.

M-dali. l\f-sale.M-ful ...

Hoiya. Sezc.,. Ki-huju. Gembe 
Ny-ani 
i\Iu-goiig ... 
Tonte; ma+. Tundwi, Tindi ( =tree).Huti (unripe)N-devu
N.yuki
Tumbw, U-tumb(I). 1-fu'.\1-dege

M-goiig ...

1-nda; pi.zi-ndaN-dege

J 

111 .. , 

... 



II4 ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

----- ·- -17. - 18. 19. -T- -i-- --

-I 
-- -19 a. 20. I 20 d. English Caga, &,c. [Gwen� �•mbala Bondei . C-asu 

---- - - -- ---- --- - - --Blood ..• 
Body ... 
Bone 
Bow 
Bowels 

M -samu. U-sau Tsakame 
Ny-imbi. M-wiri; mi-:\lu-ili. M-bihtt 
(17). M-bili I-fiio. 1-fua. I-yiia1-fuhaU-ha. \Vu-da \Vu-ra
(17). v-rara
(17 d):\Ia-ula 

Saka mi. P'6>me ).1-pwme l\lu-iliorN-wili l\lu-ili; mi-
Mu-vuha 
Luu-ta 
1-fu

Ki-vuha 
U-ta

Borassuspalm Sawerw N-dwga:,; ma+ Mu-vurnw
1-fu; ma
.M-bum(I) 
Uw-ongw; pl. Brains O-roi'igw, pl. U-fura; ma+ nyo-. (Kib<l,)loi'igw = skull)Breast(man's) ;\,1-bafu; ma-. :Vl-bafu Ki-ala; �i-ala Breast (woman's) 

Brother 

Buffalo 
Bull ... 
Buttocks 

Canoe ... 
Cat 
Charcoal Chief ... 
Child ... 

I-vele, 1-wehe;ma-. Ki-beeta; �i-. Ki-bwta; fi•b6>ta !'J-dehe (OldC.tl{a). :\lwnw. Wa-ma, :\[w-anama. M w-ana-n-die :\1-bc.x.>, M-bwh6>,M-bc,>ga:,r5au, .N-i,au 
Ma-dak6>. O-rumw.Ki-sia.Ki-irarc,>.Ki-ruaruw.Ma-tutuN-galawa,N-gilawa

Ki-kombe 

M-dw-cru ; f>I.wa-dw-eru

:\-Sa6>, Kin-sac.:, 
;>i-ndik(I). J\1-bweca 

N-kite. Paka :\I-nyau
or M-pakaI-kiii.; ma-kiiaMange, Mangi Mafigi; wa+. 

:W-butu. M-kwku.M-ana,M-c,ma,).lw-ana,Uw-ana.K-wna; wakwna

Mambw. ,\[.gc,>si; wa-. :\1-fumwa Kamw-ana; wa+. Em-dwni 

Uw-ongc,> b-ofigw
Ki-fua. Ki-fua 
Tombw;ma+. Tombw Ki-wele 
N-dugu.Lumbu.Mu-kulu.Nw-ene-tu
M-bwgw

N-dugu

M-bwgw
N-kambaku. Kambaku.Tule. N-dama N-gornbe
(juv.) ii-gwsiTako; ma-

Dalu; ma- Dalu; ma+ 
M-nyaw. M-nyawConjweMa-kaa Ma-kala Z-umbe. Z-umbe; ma+:\1-furnwa 
}lw-ana Mw-ana. m-kebe. Kaz- Mw-anaana ka-kebe�. m-teke Ka-zana 

Zigula Kim-rima I zoa. Nguru (Lima) 20 b. Ki-dt.>e 1 120 c. Ki-kwere 
Sakame 
i\1-wili 
Vuha; ma+ 
U-ta
Ma-fu (1-fu). Ki-nkunku M-sala?:\lw-andu?Ubw-oiigw; pl.mb-oi'igw
Ki-fuwa 
Tombw 

N-dugu. N-dugu;\l-kulu.:\1-vuna.:.\1 w-en'-ctu
:.\1-bwg(I)
l\-jeka. N-ombe dumeN-gulumale
.:.\Ia-tak(I) 

J\I-tumbwi 
M-nyau
Z-umbe.�1-temi. J-umbe

:\1-fumwa
;\·1w-ana Mw-ana m-teke.J\1-dwdw

.... 

... 

. .. 

.. , 
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English 
17, 

Caga, l~c. 
18. 

I Pare-Gwenw 
18 a. C-asu 

t5ambala 
19�

J
 

19 a. 
Bondei 

I 
2

0
. 

Zigula 
I 20a. ffguru 

20b. Ki-dwe 
I 20 c

. Ki-kwere 

20 <l. 
Kim-rima 

(Lima) 
_J

 
-

-
-

Cloth ... ... N-guw w. 
Swori. 
N-set(I.): mi-.
Swaari

N'-guww. 
t5uke, Guni 

Swori. N-sori 
Coco-nut palm M-site 
Cold ... 

l\I-behw, Be(I.), \I-behw 
11-biw. Ki-sie
(1 7 a

)
Country 

U-ruka ; ma-.
W-ruka;
n jo-ruka.
1-saiiga; ma-

Cow ... ... 
Mbe. N-ombe 

N-gumbe
(I 7 b

) .
.N-umbe(17d). 
N-ube (17 c ).
Umbe (17a)

Crocodile ... Ki-nyafiu; ;;i-. 
Ki-nyai:i; fi-. 
Ki-nyan. 
Ki-nyafii 

Date palm... I-kafigaci, 
Y-afigaji.
1-hiirarii

I-safiga

l,'n-umbe. 
Ki-fiombe 

Ki-nyai'ia; 

1-yai'igaci

V
I-

Day ... ... N-kwnu. 
\I .firi. l\Iu-si; 

Devil ... . .. 

Doctor 

� -sanii'i. 
Suku. \[.fir!. 
�-yimw; p

l.
m-umw

A-sukw 
o
r

Wu-sukw.
U-sukwa.
U-ketw.
li-kwale.
\lu-rumu;
,·a

-, 
w

a
-, 

{I
r

 

b
a


Mw-ai'iga, 

mi-si

Swi; 
m

a
+

\Ii:i-nazi 
\1-pehw 

Gwma. 
:\I-bugun1a. 
M(l.)li (j

u
,,.)

Mamba 

:\Iu-sala 
l\lu-13i. Siku. 
(:\[ u-i,i = 

d
ay

-

lig
/1/) 

J\!-pepw 

l\Iu-yafiga 
Dog ... 

N-gaiiga
I-kite; 

m
a

-.
\1-bara.
Ki-ite; fi-ite

Kite. I-gurw Kuli 
Donkey 
Door ... 
Dream 

Drum ... 
Ear 

N-dzoi.
Z

w
e

, N'-zwe 
1-cui'igu. 1-se 

Mw-oi'igw. 
:'llw-aiigw 

I-lwdia 
o
r

� ya•l(o)dia.
J-oria.
�-d=sw

N-g(l.)ma. 
l\I-tifig(I.) 

\[w-aiigw 
.N-dOT(I.) 

N-gwma
Ku-du. Ku-rui. Ku-rwi. 
Ku-hi (17a ) 

1-sikiw;
ma-sikiw 

Jwwe. 
:\[.punda. 
Ki-hoi'igwe 

Lu-uvi 
Swzi. )I .dwtw 

N-gwma
Gu-twi 

N-guww.
Guni

1\1-nazi; mi
\I-peh(I.) 

N-ombe m
o-

yele

Mamba. 
Bwm(I.) 

Siku 

\I-pepw 

\f-safigi 
Kuli 
N'-jwwe 
M-langw.
L-uvi ; ny-uvi

Swzi or ::-1-jwzi

N-gwma
Gu-twi 

Suke 

Nazi 
Pehn . .M-peh(o) 
Si N-ombe.

N-ombe
l\{-buguma.

m-twanzi o
r

Mwli
\[-buguma

Mamba 

:\[-sala 
Siku. \I-si, 

(Zuwa = d
ay

-
lig

h
t) 

l\1-pepw 

Kuli. M-bwa. Mbwa 
Si-kwkw 

N-jwwa.
l\1-punda

;\[-punda 
L-uvi.

i\I-lai'igw
Swzi; m

a
-

N-gc.:ima
Gu-twe 

Gw-itwe 

~ 

: 

7l! 

■ • 

, 



II6 ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BA!\'TU LANGUAGES 

Egg ... ... Li-bore,). 
I-barwe.

I-bore Tagi Tagi Tagi 

I-bore.
N-gwj(j),
lfi•g(j);,(j)

Elephant ... i5<,)fU. N ,dO)fu, N -j(l)fU Temb(I), N-themb ..... N-temb(j).
N-jwfu N-temb(j) S(l)VU NgO)gwmi

Excrement '.\fa-rifi, Ma-rifi, Fari i\fa-vi l\ra-vi
Ma-difi, '.\!a-fi, 
'.\Ia-tufi. 
Ki-ala, Ki-
ra�i, Ki-rarw 

Eye lr-iSc.>. R-iSO) R-isO) ; m-es(j) Z-i�c,, Z-i�(j) or T-is(j); Z-i=. l\I-eSc.> L-is(j) {IY S-isw. 
m-es<a> 1\1-es<a> 

Face, forehead Ki-amii; �i- or Ki-amu C-ene; vy-ene C-ene; , y- U-s<a>
fi-. Ki-sai'igu; 
fi-

Fat '.\[a-fuha, :\fa- :\la-fura :\fa-vuta ;\[a-vuta \'Ia-vuta. 
fura. Ma-fuda. Lu-gala. 
Ka-nda. N-gulunya
Sunya 

Father Baba. \\'an-de. N-di(I). Vava. Tate. Ifw, Tate. ISc.> Tate. ls<a>, Tata 
N'-dew, N-die. Apaa (18 a). I�e Ise 
X-deye N-diw-fo->,

!\-die
Fear ... \V-ilai. O-wu. J·<a>WO)ha Wga U-wga \V-<a>ga 

\Vu-oowu. 
\\'u-hoowa 

Finger 'Nni. Kimii-nii. ;\l-nywi. C-ala; ,·y-ala C-ala; vr• (?) pl. Doole 
Kimu-nyoo, Fi-O)la. 
Ki-nyw. ;\f u-nyu 
Mu-noo 

Fire ]V[-ohoo. 1\1-oru Mu-otoo ;\1-otw '.\1-otoo :\1-otw 
'.\l-odw. 
Mu-roo 

Fish I-kunga N-kunga Fi Fi; mafi. Ny-ama ya 
Gwbw ma,zi. '.\1-bisi 

Foot Ku-dende .. Ku-rende. ;\I u-lundi. Mu-lundi Ki-ga? Ila-za. '.\tu-gulu; mi-
U-rende. Ku-miii; pl. Lu-ayoo. Lw-ayoo 
W-woi5. rna-miii :\1-kooow 
:--lya-wayoo. 
�u-tufii (heel) 

Forest M-sudu. Ki-amrw ;\lu-zitu i\l-zitu '.\[-bagu 
N-gera.
N-gorooi,oo.
N-gumi,
N-gudu

Fowl N-guku N-guku N-guku N-guku N-guku
Frog N-geli. I-kura. 1-r<a>me J-ula J-ula J-ula

Kil<a>. 
N-gwale.
I-kilwa

Ghost. .. Mu-rumu; va- Ki-nje ;\[,pepw. ;\1-zimu. Pep<a> Ki-zuli. 
orba-. N,giliw. l\·1u-zimu N-kaka
Ki-rinji; �i-. 
Ki-ri;,e; fi-. 
�i-rinje; fi-

.... ,, 11,.1 

''" . 

... 
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GROUPS D AND E: KILIMA'.\JARW AND USAMBARA LANGUAGES 1q 

English 

Giraffe 
Girl. maiden 
Goat ... 

,, (he) 
,, (she) 

God Grandparent
Grass ... 
Ground 
Ground-nut Guinea-fowl
Gun ... ... 

Hair ... 

Hand ... 

Head ... 

Heart ... 
Heel ... 

Hide 

Hill 

I 7.Caga, 6�,. 

J\ y-c.,li, Wlii.N-dia 

18. Pare-Gwenc.,18 a. C-asu 

Mw-ali :.\1-bori 
11-buru, J\.1-buri. '\-daina (17b)Wlc.,, Ore.,. 

Im-bui;i. \I-buru.\I-buri Ore., Hore., ;\1-hc.,ma. M-yc.,maN-gc.,Jc.,. Sawana (17d) 1-ruva.E-ruwa Ruwa.l\lu-eku. Kc.,kc., Babu 
Suva 

19. �ambala

N-deya
J\1u-ndele ; wa-. Ka-ndele ; vi-. Ka-vele J\f-buzi 
N-dc.,lc.,me.Fulata .\I-balika. 1\-twyc.>ta

19 a.
Bondei 

Ka-ndele ; vi-
M-buzi
Fulata
Twgwta or J\I-buguma

Mu-luiigu J\iu-lungu Babao. Wau�. Babao. Wau�Weya 
?lla-ra. Ky-asi.U-weresi 
I 17 d) W-rika. 

Ny-ansi. :.\la-ra Fc.,vc.,, Lu-;mki Fc.,vc., ; ma+.lnde; ma+. 

\\ -anda (17). Si. Sumbai 
M-bai

N-ganga. J\y-afiga.1,rafia. U-furu N-gelele
( 17b). N-gelele \\'a-lebc.,lc.,. Bwindik:iNge-bc.,le-bc.,lc.,. Ki-pwlwpc.,lc.,. Ki-alc.,lc.,; fi-.l\1-bunduki 
(17 C), N •dzui, N-ji. J\la-fuli, J\I a-fili 

N -jui. N -zui.Seri 
J\!-kwnu, U-hi; ma-hi. N-kc.,nu. U-bi. \l-kc.,nc.,; mi-. Krn-c.,kw 

�i. Lu-waiigwa.U-longw J\-jugu N-kanga 
Futi 

Fili 

1\1-ani. Kusi�i 
Sugu N-khanga
Futi 

Fili 
:\fu-koonw. GasaKi-gasa; -yasa 

:.\Iii-de.,. );" .rc.,e. \l-rwi. J-oiigw. \\1 u-twi l\lu-twiN-hc.,e. Mu-rue M-dc.,e; mi-N-goo. (1-hima N-goc., or = liwr) En-goolc., Sedu, Sendu, Tutunye or Ki-sendu. Ki-sinanc.>. lJ-tufw ; nyu-N-jooni, l5wni. N-jwni�-dongc., 1-bici 

J\f-oyw. /1-ni M-oyoo= liver) Ki-haya Ki-haga; vi-

Lu-kiiigc., Lu-kingc.,.Babu Ki-lima Ki-lima 
Hippopotamus N-gerre, N-gere N,gerere l\[.vulu Ki-bonkhc., 

20. I Zigula 20 d. Kim-rima(Lima) 20a. Nguru 20 b. Ki-dwe I 
I 20 c. Ki-kwerj_ 
N-twiga
J\1-ndele; wa-ndele
M-buzi. :.Vl-buzi:\1-peeni (zo a) 
Fulata. Bebelu Bulata 
M-buguma.�-tc.,gwta.Ka-vulata;\I-luiigu Baba o. Wau �Nyc.,-kwc m-kulu l\"y-asi. Z-ani ;m-ani
Si
�-jugu N-kafiga. N-kelele
Futi 

Lu-viii. (Lu-fili=one lmir) ; Fili 1\1-kwnc.,. N-konde.N-gumi. Ki-fumba.Ki-gasa \[u-twe, \f.twi 
l\1-oyw. (Z-oyc., 
= large /,earl) Ki-siginw. Ki-haga 

N-kiiigc.,.i\1-kc.,ta Ka-lima. 1-tunda M-vulu. Ki-bonkc.,

Tc.,gc.,ta or '.\l-buguma
'.\Iu-luiigu 

Lu-nyuele;nyuele 
'.\I u-kc.,nc., 

Li-twe 

L 1 

... 
,., 

i.il 

··• ... .., 

... 
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English 

Hoe ... 

Heney 

Horn ... 

Horse .. . 
House .. . 

Hunger 

Husband 

Hyena 

Iron ... 

Island 

Ivory ... 

Knee ..• 

Knife ... 

Lake, sea ... 
Leg 

Leopard 

Lion ... 

ILLUSTRATIYE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

19. 
t5ambala 

T 19a. 

Bondei 

L __ _J ___ _
1-ebe (17 a).
L-embe

V-uki, W-uki

W-be; bebe.
O-mbe;
me-mbe.
U-hembe;
m-hembe.
U-embe;
m-bembe

N-i,uiigu
Mba, N -umba,
H-uba,
.Ny-umba.
1\1-bii; ti-bii.
1-tei'igw.
:\1-calw.
1-toi'igw

N-jli.li.. Swtw
(17 d).
:\I-mi (17 a).

I-jembe

Wu-ki 

U-embe

Ky-umba. 
l-banda .
I-hunt

X-jaa

Em-biiooge 

1-fisi. 1-fulu. 1-batw
Sisi.1-rabulu;
ma-(17d)

:.\1-inya, M•inya
:\1-enya.
Ma-riiiga

J-rua. K-ifiga. Ki-dara
Ki-rifigitia

W-be; pl. bebe. regw or Gegw
Ma-hehw.
U-embe lwa
r,;wfu. Ombe 
lw nj-wfu

Nri, .N-dru, K ,di 
1-ndi, Ndii.
I-riki. Keri
( 17) 

Ki-r,;u; fi.. Ki,andwi 
Ki-adu. 
Ki-wr,;w. 
W-banga.
Ki-andwi

I-ruwa
Ku-ten du, Ku-rende 

Ku-deode. 
U-rende

O-basi. :\f -lula 
Ny•amannt

( 17 a).
I-rumu.
N-gwe
(17d). 
N-gulamu

Simba Simba 

U-ki

Lu-vea: pl. 
fea orfeya 

Falasi 
Ny•umba. 

Kaya 

Sala 

:'II-gwi,i. 
1lu-lume 

Fisi. Bau. 
Ma-njakw 

1\1-swmw. 
Ki-lama 

Ki-siwa. 
Ki-luwa 

Gembe; 11\a+. 
::\l-gembe; mi

W-wki 

Lu-fea; fea 

Falasi 
�y-umba. 
Kaya 

Sala 

M-gwsi; wa

Fisi. Bau. 
Ndzaku; ma-

Ki-lama 

1\-tembw. Fea Lu-fea. 
Tembw 

Vindi. I-swi, Vinti; ma+ 
I-zwi

Tuni; ma+. Tuni; ma+ 
Sime. 
Lu-paiiga 

Ziwa Ziwa 
i\fu-Iindi ::\l-lundi. 

Ki-fumba 

fiui puwi. Duma 

Simba Simba 

20. 
Zigula 

20a. Nguru 

I
20b. Ki-dwe 

20 c. Ki-kwere 

zod. 

Kim-rima 
(Lima) 

--- --

1: -ki, U •Ci. 
\\'w-ki 

H-embe; mp-

Falasi 
:Ny-umba. 
N-anda.
(Z-umba= a
large lwusc)

Sala, Gumbw 

::\f.gwsi. 
:\1-lume 

Baw. Fisi. 
�-dilili. 
Ki-i'igugwa 

Ki-rama 

Ki-luwa 

M-pembe za
n-tembw

l•di; ma-di. 
Vindi; ma+ 

H•gwla 

Ziwa 
Ki-ga ; vi-ga 

Sui. Duma 

Simba 

Fara&i 
N-anda; ma-

J-uma

:\Iu-gulu 

-,--

.... 

, .. 

, .. 

. . 

... 
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English 

Lips 
Magic ... 
Maize ••• 
Man ... 

Meat ... Medicine Milk ... 
Monkey 
Moon ... 
Mother 
Mountain ...  
Mouth 

Nail ( of finger 
or toe) 

Name ... Navel.., 
Neck ... Night... 

Caga. &c. 
1 17. :VI•lc.>lllll. M-wmw.1-rumbu.Fi-ramu (fi/.)W-ai'iga,:N-sawi or\Vu-sawiMa-hemba,Y-embe,I-mba'Nru; va-.:.\Iu-ndu; wa-,va-. X-dumi,·1,1.mi (r,•ir.,husband).i\1-sorw(7.earrior,yow�[{ man)Ny,ama
:\1a,lela, i\Iaruwa. (-kama t,1 milk)N'-gima. N-gwonda.Ki-naiigoyw;
:;i- or fi-Mw-eri, :.\1-eri,Mw-iri, :.\Iu,riMa, Mau,\Va-ma.Mayw. Mae,MayeSubalw.I-fumbu.J.fufu. M-sari.U-r<,.>; pl.nkyu-rwKa-na.Fi-ramu.Dumbu,Rumbu,Lumbuu.) -i,aa. ; jJ/. i,aa. � ,caa ; 
pl. n-jaa. N-jaa; jJI.ma-njaaIr-ina. R-ina;
pl. mar-inaNkim-bumbucu.:\1-kufu,Ki-kufu, KiiiiSiiigw,N-ziiig..,Ki-c.,

18. I Pare-Gwenc.> 
1 

18 a. C-asu 
' � 

19. t5ambala 

?vl-umu, l\li-umu 
U-sawi
I-emba,Pemba,Hembai\1-ndu; wa-.(Em-biioi'ige=l11tslm11d)

Ny-ama 
i\[a-riwa 
X-tumbiri.N-gc.,w.N-gima:.\lw-eri 
Ma-w. Ka-mang<,.>. Ma-e Fumbu 

Rumbu 

N-jala

R-ina
J\1-kufu 
Zingw 
Ki-c., 

i\Tu-hemba. J\fa-pemba 
i\lu-ntu; wa-.(i\f,gwfi=vir.) 

Ny-ama i\tu-ziyi \1-ele 
'\-tumbili 
i\lw-ezi. 'Nw-ezi J\Iu-lala (mid
wife in Bondci). Nyw-kwc. Nin-e i\lu-lima 

Ka-nwa 

Kombe; ma+. Lu-kombe; n-kombe
Z-ina
Lu-kuvu 
t5ingc.> 
Ki•lc.>. (Kiza dar/.:,u:ss) 

19a. Bondei 

M-lwmw; mi-
lJ-cawi. U-gangal,r;ood)l\tam-phemba.Ku-bondaMu-nthu, i\l-ntu; wa-

:--ry-ama i\1-:i;iye M-ele (-kama.., to milk)

Tumbili 
:.\lw-ezi 

20. Zigula 20a. Nguru I 20 b. Ki-dc:.,e 20 c. Ki-kwere, l\tu-lwmw 
U-sayi
:'11-pemba 

20 d. Kim-rima (Lima) 

Mu-ntu;wa-ntu i\fo.ntu; wa-ntu 

Ny-ama Ky-ama 
M-ele. (-kama

= to milk) 

K -tum bili. N-kima
Mw-edzi Mw-edzi 

Marni. :.\f.}ala M-nala. Mame. Mama Nyc:.,-kwe. 
Lu-gulu? 

Ka-nwa 

Z-ina
Lu-kuvu 
ping<,.> 

Nin-e 
Lu-gulu; ma-. Ki-lima :\I-lima. Lu-gundi (20 a) i\f-lc:.,mc., M-lwmw

N-kombe

Z-inaLu-kuvu 
Singw 

J•ina 

Ki-<,.>. (N-gima Ki•lc.> 
= darkness) 

J 

I , 

I• 

,, 

' .. 
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English 

Nose Ox 
Paddle Palm wine, beer Parrot Penis ... 
Pig 
Pigeon Place ... 

Rain 
Rat 
Rhinoceros River ... 
Road 
Salt 
Shame 
Sheep.,. 

Shield ... 
Shoulder 
Sister ... 
Skin 
Sky 

ILLUSTRATIYE VOCABULARIES OF BANTli LANGUAGES 

---

1 18. 19. 

I
19_a____ 20. 

-I ::wd. 

:\-1-buo, M-bua N-gumbe,N,ube,N,umbe,Umbe, Mbe
;\!a-lwwti, :\-1a-lwy(,)ti Ka-suku 1\1-bwlu. :\f-kia. U-rnmbi ( 1 7d)N-guve,N-guweM-beta.\Va-nda,\Va -ndra,Ha-ndu,\Va-ndu,A-nduFuo, M-vuw, Vua N-gyaha.M-bewa
Bia. :\[-bura M-foi'igw.J\1-edenyi.;\f u-reny'.N-denyil5ia, N -jia, X-jilaMu-nyu. M-balaSwnu. Swni. 1-reeze (17)

Pare-Gwenw 
I 18 a. �-asu

JV[-bua. Pula N-umbe

:\Ta•lc.,)yc.,). Ma-wa Ka-suku :\f-cuni or M-cunuN-guwe
I-betaHa-ndu

M,,,.era 
l\'1-bewa. N-gwswe'18 a)
M-fc.,)nyi
�-jia, En-sia 
I-rawa

C-wondi; �i-. M-ondw.1-cwndi; ma-. N-onzi (18 a)J-anria; ma+.I-horima.(W-luvi =
lamb) N-gaw,N-gaw6l 1-veva

M -�igi6lgw. M-::;ilci. l\I-fuama 
(17d, 17b)K-dongc.>,:\1-rongc.>,l\I-roiigc.>E-rua. 1-buci
(171. Ma-fu13i
(17 b). Marumbi (17 d).1-ruhu (17 c)

N-gaww
Lu-mbuya 
N-jc.,)ni
Ka-yu 

�ambala Bondei Zigula 
20a. Nguru l20b. Ki-dc.,)e __ __ �oc�i-kwere 

Pula N-ombe.r-ombe.N-jeku.M-palalaKafil\'I-pombe
N-kwaluTam-bwlc.>
N,guluwe 
�uwa Ha-ntu 

Fula 

M-phiia�-ombe

Tembc.> 
Kwalu: ma+ M-b6llw
N,guiiwe or N-gumweN-giwaHa-ntu.Ku-ntu
Fua 
N-gwswe.Gule

Falu. l\!-pela Pela Mu•tc.,) M-tw
�ila Sia 
:\'Iu-nyu 
�c.,)ni 
N-gwtc.,).�amba.N-kwswywl(j)
(ram) 

N-gaww
Wega, Eya; ma+, ma'eya Lumbu. N'-dugu mun-dele. :.'>f-vele; -vele 

:\Tu-nyu. Cumvi �wni 
N-g6ltw.Samba.Kwswgwlw
(ram) 

N-gaw
Wega; ma+ 
Lumbu 

Babu Babu 
Lu-wingu, M-bifigu.Mu-Jui'igu

• 

U-lai'iga

l\1-pula N-ombe.?11-palala
l\!-pombe 
Ka-suku :\1-bc.,)lW 
N-guluwe
Suwa Ha-ntu 

Fula 
N-gwsw.M-puku
M-pela:\f•t(,)
Sila 
Mu-nyu 
Swni 
N-gwlc.,),N-dwlwme.:\I-buguma?
N-gaww
Wega 
Lumbu. Zuguni 
N-kaoda.N-kingc.,).l\t-kc.,)taKu,Jai'iga

Kim-rima (Lima) 

Pala ; ma-hula N-ombe

M-bwlw

Sila 

N-dugum-twanzi.Lumbu

L 

I • Ii 

'" 

... 

.. 
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English 

Slave •.• 
Sleep ... 
Smoke Snake 
Son 

Song ... 
Spear ••• Spirit, soul Star .. . Stick .. . 
Stomach Stone ... 
Stool ... Sun ... 
Tail (of an animal) 
Tear ... 
Testicles 
Thief .. . Thigh .. . 

17. 18.Caga, &-c. j Pare•Gwenc.>
18a. C•asu

I-�ii'iga,1-singa :.\I.sore.> or:\[ ·ZOrc.>; \la-de.>, i\la-rc.>. Ru•c.> (17 dJ, Tt'.l)•c.> (17 c) l\fu-zu, :\[.sii �"'ka, K-j"'ka 
)lw-ana. :'-1,i;aka. :\1 w-ana•kc, 1\,1 ,ana,w,wmi, Ki,mana. J\1-saiigi ( I 7 CJ

va-zorw :\Ia-ric.>(l•laa= 
11erb) M-tsi>1-jc.>ka,>ly-c.>ka:\l-bwaiige. J\lw-ana wa ki.umi 

Ki,ibc.> ; �i-. Oii-gora. Ki-imbc.> ; fi-. Lu-robe.> :\la,fina Fum"', l•fiimii. Fumw 11-bereMu-rumuK y-enyeri, N •dondc.> K y-inyiri Ki-ri, Ki-di. M-i,engel\ f .sei'ige. lll-biiri. K -diciJ\1a-ula 1-we; ma-we. J.we, I-bweI-he.>, Ny-ihc.>;ma•hwE-riia, 1-ruva.:\1-neiigeri,� -neiigeri ;mi-. pr.iii=
s1111s/zi11e) h'•kia. �-desi, l\Iw-asi, N-gasi,:\1-hasi..\l•kuliI-soru, I ,sat u.:\1-cenyere. :\1-i,erere M-bc.>lc.>•ta;,imba, ::--l-dekere /17 c). \1-boolc.> :\f.wiwi. I •lai'igc.> Ki-nama. Ki-Sc.>WU ( 17) 

Ki-cumbi J\l •bari. Suva 
:\1 u-iigwai,i. M-sise
:\1-sori 
:\l • bc.,lc.> 
M-rangc.>Ki•nama 

19. �ambala 

M-;mmba. l\lii-puna Mu-tunV1a 'j! U-fifiza 
M-c.,;,i)ly."'ka
Nw-ana 

l, -ila ; ny•ila. Imbw Guba \lu-zimu. l\1-pepc.> Lu-tondc.> N-gooda
J.'-,·e. I-be.> 
Ki-ti ; vi-ti Ziiwa 
:\lu-kila 
?c.>zi; ma+. Zi•Fc.>zi ; ma-Ma•humba 
M-bavi.
N-wiviN-onga.Ny-oiiga

19a. Bondei 

:\1-tumwa 

11-wsi::,.;y,c.>ka
l\I w-ana ; fil.yu•ana 

Zumoo, (•imba 
= to sing) Guba Pepoo. Lc.>hc.> Tondc.> N-gc.>da

1-fu; ma-1-we; ma-
Ki-ti; vi-Zuwa 
:\I-kila 
�c.>zi; ma+ 
Ma-humbu 
M•bavi Ki-gudi 

I 20. Zigula 20a. Nguru �. 20 b. Ki-dc.>e o c. Ki-kwere
- - .J.J\t-tumwa. l\ln-dele )J.tongc.> 

\11-c.>si Ny-"'ka. (Z-"'ka = bi/: snak,·) J\f-bwaiiga. 1\1w-ana m-gc.>si
\V-ila 
Guba :\f.zimu, :\1-oyoo Lu•tondc.> N-kc.>me.Bankwla.Fimboo1-gu. Tumbc.,,NdaI-we
Zuwa 
\1-kila 
Swzi 
Humbu 
M-baviWamboo 

20d. Kim•rima (Lima) 
:\1-tumwa 

i\fw.ana mu-lume 

:\Hi.zimu :--1-tondw Fimboo 

Dzua 

1 

... 

... 

.. , .. , 

... 
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English 

Thing ..... . 

Thorn 
Tobacco To-day 
Toe 

To-morrow 
Tongue 

Tooth ... 

Town ... 
Tree ... 
Twins 
Urine ... 

Vein 
War 
Water 
Well, source, spring White man 
Wife ...•.• 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

17. Caga, &~c.

L 
Ki-ndu, Ki-ndw; fi., �i-

l\lw-inga. '.\.!u-;,a, M-;,a Mbatu Lalu, U -lalu. l-nii, 'N-nu,Lu-nuKi-mnyw. Ki-nu. Ki-munu. Ki-mwnyw. ;,/-ni(17d) N-gama.Desi (17b,17d) 
No-ilimi, t: -lumi, 0-limi, U-limi;�u-limi l17 b)1-yw. Hehw;
ma+. Jeo; ma-ew 

?"1u-1·i. Kanie. Ki-hongw. '.\.fu-iigw. Ki-arw N-hi: mi-hi..K-ri; pl. fi-ri. M-di; mi-di'.\.ta-asa, ::vT-baasa, '.\.f-hasa, '.\.1-aza ]\'fa-ji. '.\.fa-u-hamw, 
J\fa-amw, 
:-.ra.faamw 

--T18. 19.t5ambala
-, 19 a. Pare-Gwenw 

1 18 a. C-asu 
I 

Bondei 

Ki-ndw 

:\I-fwa 
;\[-batu 1-sanya.
Yww

l\I-nywe waku-rende

N-gama.Yavw.M-tondwLu-limi 

__J -

Ki-ntu ; ,·i-ntu. Ki-ntu ; vi-1-ntu;ma-ntu.Nyi-ntu.Ka-ntul\lw-iwa. Mw-iwa Nw-iwaTumbatu Tumbatu Lelw Lelw 
C-ala C-ala ca

Ki-loi. Lu-vi. '.\.Iu-hitu 

m-lundi

Lu-limi. U-limiLu-laka (of 
beasts) 

reyw or Gegw : Z-inw 
pl. ma-gegw. Z-inw ; m-enw.{Ki-gegw, ,i101�1; front

tooth, a tusk)
1-yew

Ki-bare. :\I u-ri 
M-ri. !\Iu-ti
:\1-hasa 
!\1a-mangw 

'.\.lu-zi 
Mu-ti 

!\1a-kwzw 

L-uge

:\f.zi. Kaya
Mu-ti 
Pasa 
t\1a-kwza 

l\l-sipi 
Fi-ha. N-gondu. Fira Fi-ta. ?i-da 

( I 7) 

N-kondw.(\fa-ta=
1wapom)'.\.la-zi

Kondw 
'.\.fu-hii. :'.Iu-ra. l\1-ringa :Vfa-ringa 
;\f.zungu. N-zungu:'.f-bora.;\f-ka, N-ka.:'.1 w-ana-wa-ka.
:-.r -fele; wa-fele(17 c)

'.\.f-zuii.gu 
!\t-ka. Em-bora. Em-deku. :M-ceku 

Ki-sima. 
Mu-zungu 
Mu-kaza. l\lu-ke 

\fa-zi 
Tekeloi 
!\H't-zungu 
l'lf,vyee. l\l-kaza 

20. 7Zigula I 20 a. Nguru 
I20b. Ki-dwe 

zo c. Ki-kwere 
Ki-ntu 

:'.fw-iwa 
Tumbatu Dyelw. 
(Eiw = now, 
then) Dwle (dya Ki-ga) 

Luvi. Ki-sindw 
Lu-limi 

Z-inw. Gegw

:\f.zi. Kaya 
'.\.1-ti. U mu-ti; 
j>I. imi-ti 

'.\.fa.vyaza 
:\la,kwzw 

L-uge: ny-uge.Lu-basi;m-basiN-kondw

20d. Kim-rima (Lima) 

Ki-ntu 

Lew 

Limi 

Dz-inw 

'\lu-kaia, Kaya 

Ama-zi 1 ;\la-dzi 
:\I a-lefigu. '.\fa.zi. Sima :Vlu-zungu 
M-vyele.:\1-kazi.:\1,kaza

Ki-sima 
:\H1-zufigu 
!\1-kai'igwa 

~- -------

... 

• 1 

... 
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English 

Wind ... ... 

Witch ... ... 

Witchcraft 

Woman 

Womb 

Wood (fire, 
wood) 

Yam 

Year ... 

Yesterday 

Zebra ... 

One 

Two 

Three ... 

Four 
Five 

Six 

Seven ... 

17. -I 18. 19.
r5ambalaCaga, c~c. Pare-Gwen(,) 

18 a. C,asu 

Bee.:,. N-dimu. 1\1-kuma 
M-beh(A).
U-tanu.
l\1-kuma
( I 7 c). U-rat<.,), 
i\lbu-ratw 
( 17 d) 

\Iu-aiiga. \I-sawi 
A-1�.

l\1-sawi, 
N-sawi

U-sawi

\t.fele \Tu-ka, \f.ndu-m-ka
N-ka. Law. 
M-bora. Em-bora 
l\t,ndu m-ka.
\I u-ali
(1•ilginJ. 
\lu-humba 
(old maid) 

l:-r(A)'(A). l•lemwa 
1.:-nene. 
U-rudw117c)

W-kui, N-gwi, N-gui
N-gii Em-pande 

Ki-ya ; �i-. Ki-ya 
Ki-kwa: fi-

;,,1 w-aka. \I w-aka 
\J.aka

\\'u-kwwu, [,yu<.,) 
l;-kwau,
Kau, 1-ww 

1-tikw 1-tikc.:,

-mui, -mu, -mw Mc.:>si, -mwi

-viii, -wii, -bi, -wi. Y-eri
-vi, •Wi

-hahu, -rarw, -tatu
-radu

-ini, -nna, -ina -nna, -nne
-hanu, -tanu, -tanu, .zanu
-tanw. -ranu

-radahu, Ndaru, 
-ndaru, -randaru
-randaru.
Fi-tanu na
ki-mu

711,fungade, \l-fuiigare 
Fuiigare,
Fui'i.gahi.
Fi-tanu na
fi-wi

Pehw 

\1-�awi. 
\lu-;iayi 

U-13awi.
::--1-doywa

\I-vele,
Mu-vyele. 
l\f u-ndele 

�-da 

Lu-kuni 

Ki-lungu 

N-waka

Zana. rulw. 
Zuzi 

Punda 

B(A)si. 
1\1 we-iiga, 
-mwe

-iii

-tatu

-nne, -ne
•;ianu, •j>anw

Mu-tandaht 

\I u-fuiigate 

19a. I 20. -I
Bondei Zigula , 

20a. Nguru 

Peh(A).
U-hehw

M-sawi

U-sawi.
U-ga.iiga

\f.vyele

I-fu

N-khuni

Ki-lungu 

:.Vlw-aka 

Zana 

N-kulw

Bwsi. 
Mwe-figa; 
-mwe

-idi, -ili, -ii

I 
20 b. Ki-dwe 

1 __ 
zo c

:__
Ki-kwere 

M-pehw

:\I-sawi 

U-sawi

\1-vyele. 
M-ndele

l\'-da. I-fu 

Lu-kuni 

N-kudumbe

\1w-aka 

Gulw. Zuzi 

M-punda
mi-lia

Bwsi. Mwe-iiga 
//r-imwe 

-iii //r l\1-bili

-tatu, -utatu -tatu

·DDe -nne
-�nw •j>anw

l\1-tandatu \1-tandatu

i\ [ .fuiigate \J.fuiigate 

zod. 
Kim,rima 
(Lima) 

\1-twanzi 

-mwe. Mwja

\I-bili, -wili 

-tatu

-nne
-sanw

\f-tanda 

\T.fuiigati 

... 

••• 
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English 

Eight ... 

Nine ... 

Ten 

Eleven 

Twenty 

Thirty 

Forty ... 

Fifty .. . 

Sixty .. . 

Seventy 

Eighty 

Ninety 

Hundred 

Thousand ... 

I, me, ruy ... 

Thou, thee, 
thy 

He, him, his 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

Nyanyi, 
Nyanya. 
Fi.tanu oa 
fi-radu 

K-eda, K-enda,
Ky•enda.
Fi,tanu na
fi,ina

1-kumi

1-kumi na
ki-mw

Ma-kumi a-vili,
or ha-wili, or
ga•wi, or
ma-wi, or 
a-wi

:\la-kumi
ga-rarw or
ha-rant. ,Svc.

Ma-kumi
ga-nna or
ha-ana, cS,vc,

Ma-kumi
ga-tanw, 0-'c.

'.\fa-kumi
ga-randaru,
6""C.

Ma,kumi
m,fufigace,
&c.

'.\la-kumi
nyanya, &·c.

'.\la-kumi
k-enda, &�c.

N-gama (17),
1-haoa, Jana.
Yana

Lule. Kikii.
Ma-hana
i-kumi

18. 
Pare,Gwenw 

18a. C-asu 

Fi-nana 

K-enda

1-kumi

1-kumi na
ki-mwi

Ma-kumi
ha,wi

;\la-kumi 
ha-raru 

'.\fa-kumi 
ha-ana 

Ma-kumi 
ha-tanu 

Ma-kumi 
ha-randaru 

J\Ta-kumi 
ha-fuiigare 

Ma-kumi 
ha-nana 

l\Ta-kumi 
k-enda

1-yana

'.\fa-yana. 
i-kumi

19, 
�ambala 

!v[u,nane 

K-enda

19a. 

Bondei 

1\1-nane 

K-enda

20. 
Zigula 

zoa. Ngurn 
. 20 b. Ki,dwc , 
I 20 c. Ki-kwere I

M-nane

K-enda

20d. 
Kim-rima 

(Lima) 

\l-nane 

K-en�a

Kumi Kumi Kumi. Kumi 
i\f,longw 

Kumi na •nwe Kumi na mwsi Kumi na lmwe Kumi na mwe 

Mi-longw 
mi-iii

Mi-longw 
mi,tatu 

'.\li,Joiigw 
mi,ne 

Mi-longw 
mi•/rallW 

Mi-loiigw 
mu-tanc!atu 

:\Ii-longw 
mu,fuiigate 

'.\li,Jongw 
mu-nane 

;\li,Joiigw 
k-enda

Gana

Kulija 

'.\li-longw 
mi-iii or
Mi,ongw
mi,idi

'.\li-oiigw 
mi-tatu

Mi-oi'igw 
mi,nne 

;\[i,oiigw 
mi,�anw 

'.\[i.oiigw 
m-tandatu

'.\[i,ongw 
m,fungate 

Mi,oiigw 
m•nane 

Mi-oiigw 
k-enda

Gana

Ma-gana kumi 

'.\li,longw 
m-idi.
i\li-ongw
mi-idi

'.\fi,loiigw 
mi-tatu

'.\Ii,longw 
mi,nne 

'.\[i,loiigw 
mi-sanw

'.\[i,Joiigw
m-tandatu

'.\fi,Jofigw 
m,fufigate 

J\li-longw 
m-nane

'.\li-loiigw
k-enda

Gana

\[a,kttmi a-idi 
or ;\[a,kumi 
ma-idi 

\1a,kumi 
ma-tatu 

:'lfa,kumi 
ma,nne 

'.\la-kumi 
ma,sanw 

\fa,kumi 
m-tanda

\la-kumi 
m-fufigati

Ma-kumi 
m-nane

\[a-kumi
k-enda

Gana

Nyinyi, lnyi. 
Ngi-. Ng-, 
Ni-, N-, l5i-, I,. 
-ngi. -ni,, •j->i•.

Inyi. Ni•, N.. Imi. Mimi. Ni•, l\1imi. Na•, Ki-. Miye. Muye Anye. Ni,, N-. 
-iigi-, -nji-. Na,. -ni,, -a-figu (20 a). Ni•, N,, -ni,. -a•iigu 
-a-kwa -ni-. -a-iigu -ni•. -a-ngu

-a-kw, -a-kwa.
�i-www, Iw, Ibwe. 

Ewe, Iwe. -ku•.
v.·u., Ku-,Ki•,
hw-, w., U-.
,ku-. -a,fw, ,fu

W, We, Ye, l-sw.
Yi-wwu. A,, ,m, 
-m-,-n-,-mu-.
-a,ke, -a-kwe

U,, Ku,. 
-a.fw

A-. 
-a-kwe

I-we. Wewe,
Wew. U-.
-we. ,ku-.
-a-ww, •a•kw,
•yw

Wewe. u.,
Ku .. 
-ku-. -a-kw

Yee, Yuja. A·. Yeye. Ka•, A•,
-mu,. ,yw, -ye,
-a-ye, -a-kwe

·lllU·,·01•,
-a-kwe

Weye. Berewe Wee. U-. 
(20 aJ. U-. -ku-. -a•kc.>
•ktt•, •a-kw

Yeye. Ayu 
!2oa). Ha-,
Ka-.
-m-,-mw,,
-a-kwe

Yu-la. Yu,,A•, 
•m·, ·filU•,
-a-ke

I 
_l 

• I 
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Fnglish 

We, us, our 

Ye, you. your 

They, them, 
their 

All 
This, these 

That, those 

Bad ... 

Black ... 
Female 

I 7, 
Caga, &�c. 

Ise, Ese. Sw. 
Lw-, Lu-, Ta-. 
Ti-, Dw-, Du-. 
-Ju-, -du-. •ehu,
-a-ru, -a-du,
·a•mwdu

Ine, Ini. Enyi, 
Nyw. Mw-,
Mu-. -nyi.
-mu-. -a-nu

Ww. Awa. 
Wa-, Va-. 
-wa-. -a-ww,
-a-mwaww

-wse
-cu, wu, e-u,
u-ii: a-ava, 
a-wa; 11,fu,
i-fu, c-u, u-ii,
i-ii; i-i j j.)j ;
a-ha, a-ga;
i-ki; i-i;i, i-fi;
i-i; i-ti, i-zi,
i-tsi ; u-lu ;
: u-tu; a-ka ;
U•U, U•WU;
u-ku; a,wa

U-lya, u-la;
va-la, va-lya,
wa-la: fu-la,
fu,lya, u-lya;
i-la; Ii-la: ga,Ja,
ha-la ; ki-la;
�i-la. ti-la, .;;.~c.

I-tw; 1-vw,
i-ww; i-tw;
i-yw; i,lw;
i-w · i,kiw·
i-f,,,,'; i-yw';
i-tw; i-lw;
i-tw; i-kw;
i-tw; i-kw; 
i-w (17b)

•bi, •bicu or 
•wicwa. -kai,a 
( 17 c) 

-rusa. -iii. -iigiu
-ka, -kaki,

-kika. -fele
(17 d)

18. 

Pare-Gwenw 
18a. C,asu 

Iswi. Tsu-, 
Swa-. 
-tsu-?. -eru?

Imwe. Mu,, 
-mu-?. -enu

Iww. Wa-. 
-wa-. -a-ww

•wi;e
-i-ii; a-wa: i,u:

i-i; &�.

-u•ya : wa-ya;
u-ya; 1-ya;
Cv,_

-icwa

•llTUhe
-ka

19. 
�ambala 

19 ,l, 
Bondei -

1 

20.-1 Zigula 
20a. Nguru I 

20d. 
Kirn-rima 

(Lima) 

I:,wi, �wiw. 
Ti-, T' .. 
-tu-, -ti-. -:,wi,
-e:,u, -etu

Inwi, Nwiw. 
Mu,, 
-nyi. -wa-.
-enu

Waw, Wawa.
Wa-. 
-aw. •Wa•,
-a-we, -a-w

-wi,e
V-yu; a-wa;
u-nii; 1-nu ;
i-ji or jiji:
a-ya; i-ci;
i-vi; i-nii:
i-zi ; 11-lii ;
a-ka; 11-nii ;
ku,nu; a-ha;
u-mu

;>u-yii ; �a-wa ; 
?u-nii; :;i-nu; 
:;i-ji; ?a-ya; 
&c. 

'\'u-ja ; wa-ja ; 
u-ja; i-ja;ji-ya;
ya-ja; ci-ya ;
vi-ya ; c.~c.

::>u-yu-ja, <S-----c.
U-yw; a-ww;
U•WWj i-yw;
i-jc.>; &�L·.

?u-yw, yuyw;
:;_a-ww, waww,
e,-....:{, 

Swiswi. Ti-. 
-tu-, -ti-. -etu

Nwinwi. Mu,. 
-wa-. -enu 

Waw. Wa-. 
-wa-. -a-w.

-wse
U-yu; a-wa:

&-c., m11cl1 as
in �ambala

-<la (yu-da, 
wa,da, u-c!a, 
&,.) 

-wiwi. -bada. -baya
-baya

-i;ize, ,zize
:\1-vyele,
-vyele.
-ii-gazi. -dele,
-ndele. -kaza.
M-buguma 
(for calain
h,·,ists)

-zize
-ndele, -vyele.
-buguma

I 20 b. Ki-dwe
20 c. Ki-kw ere I 

I ----

Suwe. Ki-, Ci-, · Tiye. Ti-, T'-. 
-etu Ti-,C-. -ti-. 

-ki-, -ti-. -etu

Nyuwe, Niiwe. 
M-, Mw•, Mi-?. 
-enu

Wa,dya. Wa-. 
•Wa•. -a-oo

-wseni ; -wse
Yu-nw; wa-nw;
u-nw; i-nw;
di-nw; ya-nw:
ki,nw; vi-nw;
i-nw: zi-nw;
lu-nw;
(?wa-nw
= Class 12);
ka-nw; u-nw ;
ku-nw; ha-nw,
ha-nu, u-mu

Su-yw; sa-yw; 
&c. 

Yu,dya; 
wa-dya; 
u-dya;
i-dya; &c.

Uyu; aww;
uww· iyw ·
id)w;ayw;
&r. 

-iha

-titu
-vyele, -ndele.
-buguma

Nyie. Mu-. 
-enu

Wa-la. Wa-. 
-wa-. -a•w

-ate?
Yu-nw <'1
hu,yu; wa-nw
w ha-wa:
&c., 1111tch as
i11 Zigula

Yu-dya; 
wa-dya; C"C. 

-eha

-ke.
1\1-buguma
a11rl-togC.>ta
(,·alllt· 1111d
g<1als).
-twanzi
(/1111m111 s a//(f 
ca/Ile).

K 

I.Id 
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English 
18. 

I
19. 19a. 20. I 20d. 

Pare-Gwenw t5ambala Bondei Zigula Kim-rima
18a. C-asu 20a. Nguru I (Lima) 

--- -- --·--------

l _I 

20 b. Ki-dwe 
/�o � Ki-kwer.'.J_ 

- --

Fierce, sharp -sei'ige. •whi.
-iii. -kyai. 
-awi 

-wawie

Good ... 
Great ...

Little ... 

-<m. -ca. -nuro -hedi. -ca 
-nene, -fiani, 
a-i'iana, -nini. 
-diie 

-tutu. -nywa, 
-nya, -nyw. 
-nana 

-rwe. -baha

-dii. -dori

Long.high, tall -le;re. -a!ffl, -aca

Male 

Qld 

Red 

Rotten 

Short .. .
Sick .. . 

White ... 

-aca 
-iimi, ki-iimi. 

-sorw, -nserw.
-bunga (?) 

Kiio. -kiiii, 
-kii 

-ii-gundu. 
1-tandara. 
-i'iare. Kya-
motw 

-umi

Kya-kala

-rwtwme

-biru. -bicu -wwa. U-boru

-fiii. -;,im ba 
-gorw. -ndore. -ilua
-lwc.>, -saka. 
-ndwari 
(-lwaa) (17 d)

-bw. -iii. -ewa. -ewa
-lyi, -lya 

-kali

-yedi. -tana 
-kulu. •gima

-dwdw. -zihi.
(yeke = few)

-tali. -le

-gw;,i. -lume

-dala. -huzu.
-:sakala, 
-�akaru 

-viz ii

-gihi, -zihi
-tamu 

-zelu (l1jM
coloure·d)

-kai

-edi 
-kulu

-dwdw

-le

-gc.osi. {-dume
or -lume 
beasts) 

-dala. Bw-ende

Ca-lungu-lika

•c.>la (-vunda=
to rot)

-jihi 
•tamu

-a iiala

Above, up, on Huye � -dww. Ka yu
Kaale.Dc.>wka 

U -lai'iga. Kena t: -lai'iga 
top 

Before 
Behind

Below,down 

Far 

Here 

In, inside 

Middle 

Near ...
Outside 

Plenty, many
There ... 

Where? 

:',f .bele \[-c.ozya
N-uma. N-ima. !\"y-uma 
'-;;y-uma 

Si. \\ a-nda. Mbai J-;,i
Sumbai 

Ku-lei,e. 
Ku•al3a 

I-ha. E-a.

Kiia. Hale 

I-ya I-ha. A-ha.
Kunu 

Ki-idi Kari Fc.>�i. Ndeni 

Kahikahi. Gati 

;\la-zu 
;'\"y-uma

A-ha

K-dayi. Mu•,
u-mu, -ni 

Gati 
Karikari 

Wa-fui Tia-fubi H-ehi
1\-ja. Bww.
Sc.>ta. l5a 

-ifigi. Foi 
Kulya, Kula 

Kahe? Ku? 
Kwi: 

nw-aii.ga. N-ze Se 

Fanda, -jii'iki 
Kuya. Hala.

Ahc.o 
Kwi? Hiw:

-ii'igi 
A-hw, Ha-hw,

U-kw, ru-kc.>
Hi? Hii? 

Ha mi-lundi ya
Ny-uma 

Ha-si 

Ha-le 

A-ha, Ha-nu

Mw-e-, -i, -ni,
·Ole.> 

Gatigati 

H-ehi

.ifigi 
Hada. U-kw.

Kuda 
Hahi? Ahi? 

Kuhi? 

-kali

-edi 
-kulu

�-dc.>dw, 
-dwdw. (-jece
=few) 

!\'-tali; -tali 

•gwsi. -dume

-dala (also
• hard')

-kundu

-guhi, -gihi 
-a unyoi'ige.
•a utamu; 
-tamu 

-a ku-fiala, 
-izangala, 
-iiala, -fiaza

Ku-laii.ga 

Ny-uma 

Si 

Ha-le 

Ha-nu> 

Kun-dani 

Ku-gati 

Ha-guhi 
1-se, Ku-se

-iii.gi 
Ku-dya, 

Ha-dya, li-kw
-hc.o? -kw?-mw?

-jomwa

-tali

-dume, -lume.
-bulata 

-kundu, 
-c-kundu

-eupe

Ku-canya 

'\y-uma 

Ila-si 

Ku-lali 

Ha-guhi 

·•· 

.. , 

... 

"' 

... 
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-1- 17.I Caga, cS,�c.
18. 19. 19 a. 

�ambala Bondei English 

I 
Pare-Gwenc.> 

18a. C-asu 

---.,________ _,______ ---
No! Ote ! Ode ! Ot.e ! Hai '. Chiiii ! 

Ebe! 
Not (wit/, verb, �i ,  Ci. -ku .. fc.,. Si. Sa- �i-,�a-(istpers. 
as prefix, in- -ndi Si-, Te- (T-u-, sing.), -ku-
Jir, or su/jix) 1 Si-, �i-. Hu-, Te-, Tetu, (Nku-1, -ka-, 

Ha- ( 17 a). �e-, Te-m-, Te-vc) -ka-ti, -ka-mu-,

To 
" beat 
,. buy,sell
,. come 

" cut

" dance 
" die 
" eat 
" give 

" go ...

,, kill 
" know 

" laugh 
" leave off,

cease 
love,want 

., see 

,, sit. remain,
abide 

" sleep ...
,, stand, stop, 

be erect 
" steal ... 

�w•, �a- (18a) -ka-wa, c�c.
(17 b)? Also -ke-, &c.

I-

-kapa. -kava
-ula. -ka
-ja, -ca, -i,a

-wehahw.
-manyia

-jSina or -fina
.fa. -kc.>meka 
-la, -lya
-neka.
-ninga,
-nenga.

-pa.

-eleka (17 b)
-henda.

-toiiga.
(17 b)

-waha

-eda

-manya.
-ijSi

-seka

•ici,

-leka, -lekia

-kunda. -Ori 

·Wc.>lla. -luw.
-lc.>lia

-kiiii

-iliiii. -lala.
-liiii

-lyika

-iwa

I-

-biga
-zora. -taga
-ca

-tema, -temia

-fina
-fwa
-!ya, -la
-neka.
-inka

-ii'iga,

-yenda.
-toiiga

-waya
-ici. -manya

-1>eka
-1>iga

-furie. -kunda
-wwna, -vwna

-kaa

-lee. •1>in2iia

-iwa

�e-, -se- ( ist 
pen. sing.)

Ku-

-tc.>wa.
-yula. taya
-iza

-vina. -seziga
.fa 
-ja
-inka

-hita. -yenda.
-tamba
(tm1•d) 

-kwma
-taila

-seka
-leka

-kunda
·c.>lla

-kala

-lala. •gc.>na

-kima

-bawa

Ku-

-tc.>a
-gula
-eza. 5=
(i'!._zjJ.)

-senga.
-dumula.
-dwisa

-vina
.fa 
-da
-inka, -enka

-hita

-kc.>ma
-manya

-seka
-leka

-kunda
•c.>na

-kala

-gc.>na

-gc.>lc.>ka

-bawa

I Clziefly by s1tjfi.r in th,· CagagroujJ. 

20. I 
Zigula I 

20d. 
Kim-rima 

(Lima) I 20 a. Nguru . 
20 b. Ki-dwe I

I 20 c. Ki-kwere I ---�---
N-kic.> ! Kaka ! 

Xa. -ki- (N-ki, 
&c.),-ku-,-ka-, 
-kaki, ka-ni,
-ka-wa. -se•
(�e-se-, u-se-), 
also -hi•, -ha-

Ku-

-tc.>a
-gula.
-iza

-taga

-senga

-vina. -seziga
.fa 
-dya
-inka

-genda. -hita

-kwma
-manya

-seka
-leka

-ui'iga
-kaula.
-wona. -lc.>la

-ikala

-gwna

-kimala
-gc.>lc.>ka

-bawa

Ku-

-tc.>a
-gula
-za. Idzc., !

.fa 

-ha or-pa

-hita, -pita.
-genda

-kala

-ima

K 2 

... 

" 

. ' 
' . 

.... 

... 
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GROUP F 

THE ZANGIAN" LANGUAGES 

21. Swahili (Ki-ui'iguja) of Zanzibar; also Ki
hadimu or K i-kae and Ki-i'igoozi 

21 e. Ki-tikiiii (or Faza-Bajun) 
21 f. Ki-wibu (Ki-mrima and Kim-ga(I)), and

2 cg. Ki-ng(l)je of A-fig(l);,,e 2 1 a. Ki-mvita (of /l[(Jmbam)
2 r b. Ki amu. ( 2 1 c and 21 d. Ki-siu or Ki-(l)zi 

and Ki-pate) 
22. ?i-afigazija ( Great Komor(A) 1'1.) and 22 a.

Xi-nzuani (Jolzmma 1'1.) 

English

Adze ...
Animal, wild beast Ant 
Ant, white(termite} Arm ...Arrow 

Axe ...
Baboon
Back ...
Banana 

Beard ... 
Bee Belly .. .
Bird .. .Blood .. .Body 

Bone ...
Borassus palm
Bow ...

Bowels

21. Swahili (Ki-hadimu\H), &~c.)

21 a. Ki-mvita

Sezc.., ; rna + . Sezc..> ; ma +Jeca,Yeca(H) Ky-ama Ny-ama

21 b. 21 e. Ki-amu \ 21 c. Ki-c..:,zi Ki-tikuii

L 21d. Ki-pat:_J_
Sezc..>
Ny-ama :--1-ama

-- ---- --
1 21 f. 
I Ki-wibu I
21 g. Ki-ngc..,je 

t5c..,ka la-pwa.
.:--;y.e111beNy-ama 

I 

22. 
:>i-ai'igazija 22a. Xi-m:uani

:Ny-ama
Cuiigu. Siafu. Tungu. Siafu Tungu. Siafu Tungu. Siafu t5unguN-gwirc.., 
l\1-cwa '.\l-twa
l\1-kc..,nc..,; m1- 1\1,kc..,nc..:,; mi-
J\1-�ale; mi-. Wane.,; ma+.
C-embe; C-embe; 
\'y-embe "Y•embe

t5c..,ka; ma+• t5c..,ka: ma+\1u-ndu: m1-:Ny-ani (pl. Ny-ani; ma-
J'llllle) 1\1-gongc..,; mi-, ;\la-ungc..,\li-ongc.., (H)_ l\T-go111ba.:'11-go111ba; 1111· 
(Ire,). t\-dizi
:--i-dizi(jruit). J\·fa.zu �-devu N-devu

Ny-uki Tumbc..,; ma.t.. X\y-uki Tumbc..:,; ma-+
Ki-nena�-dege Ny-uniDamu (Arab.) Damu 

)I-wili; 111i-ili \l-wili

;\J.fupa: mi- }.J.fupa
:\1-vumc..>, \l-vumc..:,\1-vuma; mi-
U-ta; nyu-ta U-ta; nyu-ta.
t/1' ma-ta. U-pindi;U-pindi; p'indi 
pindi l\la-tumbc.., l\fa-tumbc..,

:\I-twa
l\T-kc..,nc..,; mi-Wane..>, I-wane..>; ma-wane..>.C-embe; z-embe or
t.-embe 

pc..,ka: ma+ 
I-yonda nr Yonda; 111a+)la-ungc..:, 
:-.1-gomba. 1-zu; ma-zu

'\-devu
Ny-c..,ki l\la-tumbc..:,, 1-cumbc.., ; ma-Ny-uni Danm Ki-wiliwili;zi- or t,i-. \lu-ili ; 1111•\J.fupa 
:\l-tapa
lJ-ta ; nyu-ta . U-ca; nru-ca.l\1-pindi

:\lu-twa U-swa
:\f-kc..:,nc..,; m1- 1\-1-kwnc..:,; mi- Mu-hc..:,nc..,1-vanc..>; ma-. Tsoiiga:ma+. Sembe C-embe; :\1-omba; mi-t,-embe

t5c..:,ka; ma- Sc..,ka; ma+ 
1-yontta; ma- Ny-ane
1-ungc..,; ma- )lu-ungc..,; mi-. Di-ngw; ;\I-tana me-ii.gc..:,:\1-sitani (tree). N-ii'iga. f .t,u; ma-t,u. Ri-samba;K1-Cc..>Vi; ma-t,i•Cc..>Vi :'s-!ievu or X-devu X-devu"\-defu >l-c..,ki :--Jy-uki l-cu111bc..:,; ma- Mimba. Imba, Mimba.:\la-tumbw Fu (22a) N'-c..:,ni; ny-c..,ni Ky-uni Ny-unyi; zi+Damu Damu M-vili. 'Uia M-wiri

\f.fupa Kongc..,lc..,; �-iba ; 1.-iba. ma+ :-.Iu-bwa; mi-"\1-capa Mu-vuma?
K1-gwe; t,i-gwe. t:-ta. U-pinde U-ta

Uvu-ca; mbu-ca :-.ta-rumbc.3

T 

.. -,1 

•I, 

". 



ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

21 e. 
Ki-tikiiii 

- �

�

Ia-.' 21b. 

(Ki-hadimu 21 c .. Ki-(l)zi 
English Swahili Ki,mvita

I 
Ki amu 

(H), &c.)
--

-'-21 d. Ki-pate
_

' 
__ 

Brains Ub-oiigw; Ub,ofigw n-ongw; ma+ lb-ongw; ma-
mb-oiigw 

Breast(man's) Ki-fua; vi-fua. Ki-fua. Ki-dari; zi- ur Ki-dari ; t,i-
1\1-tima. Ki-dari t,j-
Ki,dari 

Breast Ziwa; ma+ Titi; ma+. Ve; ma-ve. I-vee; ma-vee
(woman's) Wele; ma+ Du-bu; ma+ 

I 
21 f. 22. 

Ki-wibu ?i-angazija 
21 g. Ki-iigc:oje 22a. Xi-nzuani 

Uw-oiig(I) 

Ki-fiia 1-fuba, Xi-fuba

Ri-wele? 

Brother N-dugu. Kaka. N-dugu :N'-dugu. N-dii. N-tlugu N-duye or

Bele; ma-bele 

'.\fw,ana nya. 
;\lw-ana 
nyabi 

Buffalo 

Bull ... 
Buttocks 
Canoe 

Cat 
Charcoal 
Chief ... 

Child ... 

Cloth ... 
Cold ... 

Country 

Cow ... 

Crocodile ... 

Date palm 
(wild) 

Day ... 

Devil, evil 
spirit 

Doctor (medi
cine man) 

Dog ... 

Donkey 
Door ... 

Dream 
Drum ... 

Ear 

Dumbu (H) M-nuna

Ny-ati Ny-aci N y-ati. Bwkw. N y-ati. 
;\l,biii (bu/- ;\[-bwgw; wa-

jalo's hom) 
Fahali; ma+ N-ombe dume Fahali Fahali 
Takc:o; ma+ Takoo; ma+ Takoo; ma- I-cakoo
Iv1-tumbwi; mi-. M-tumbwi; mi-. :.1-tumbwi; mi-. M-cumbwi. 
Galawa. N-galawa N-galawa N-galawa.
Ma;.ua Mlif'ua 

Paka Paka Paka Paka 
Ma-kaa :.Ia-kaa ;\la-kaa 
Jumbe. M-faume l\1-faume 

::\I-faliime. 
M-kiiii

Mw-ana.
M-tootoo

M-tootoo.
Mw,ana

l\fw,ana. 
KiJ-ana 

N-guw N-guc.> N,guc., 
B�ridi (Arab.). Baridi. P'epw Baridi 
P epw 

In-ci. 
Jimbw; ma+. 
Ki-yambw 

K-ti N-ti

M-falume

:'llw-ana. 
Kij-ana 

N-guvo.>
Baridi

I-ti

N-ombe m-ke. N-ombe m-ke. K= la ii-ombe 1-k= la
:\l-tamba; wa- Kc.>c.> la ii-ombe

Mamba. 
N-gwena.
M-bulu

1\1-tende

Siku. :\1-cana 

Zooka; 
ma,zwka. 
Ki-ziiii 

;\l,gaiiga 

l\1-bwa. 
Huiigwe (H)

Punda 
:\l,Jaiigw. 

Mw-angw 
N-dwtw
N-gc.>ma,
Gc.>ma

Sikiw; ma+ 

n-ombe
Mamba

l\1,tende 

Siku. M,tana 

Hooka, Zc.>ka. 
Zimwi; ma-

'.\I-gaiiga 

M-bwa

Punda 
:'II-laiigo.> 

I\-dwtw 
N-gwma,
Gc.>ma

Sikic.>, �ikiw

N-gwena

:.r-cende 

Siku 

l\I,zuka; wa-

11-bwa

Punda 
1\1-laiigoo 

N-do.>t(I)
N-go.>ma,
I-gooma

Sikizi, Sikit,i

N-gwena

11-cendeci

Siku 

::\1-t,uka; va-

Im-bwa. 
Jim-bwa; 
mijim-bwa 

Punda 
:\1-laiigo.> 

N-dwcw
N-gwma.
J-gc.,ma

1-fikiw; ma-

N-dui

Ky-ati 

Ma-takw 
Mu-tumbwi. 
Ma�ua. 
'.\lu-kunu 

Maka 
Ma-kala 
M-falume.
l\fu-twaw.
C.-eke

'.\Tw-ana.
l\fu-twtw

l\-guw 
\f-epw 

I 1'-ti or In-di 

N'-gwnya 

Sikc.,. 
:\fu-sana 

Um-bwa 

l\1-riaiigw 

N-gwma

Sikirw ; ma+. 
J\1-�ilw (2I g) 

Konzw; ma+ 
Nzii 

'.\[-paha 

:\lw-ana or
:\1-ana 
m-tsa

N-si

Ny-ombe ii-ke 
or n•fe 

Haku? 
'.\1-tsana 

:\1-subiani. 
Sera; ma+ 

1\1-bwa or 
'.\I-ana 'm-bwa 

::\1-pundra 
l\fu-aiigw 

15i�iw; ma+ 
Kiyw; ma+ 

.. 
f ,. i 11. 

I• , .. 

Iii 

... 

I•• ... 
I" 



English 

Egg Elephant 
Excrement Eye 
Face, forehead 
Fat 
Father 

Fear ... 
Finger 
Fire Fish 
Foot ... 
Forest 
Fowl 
Frog 
Ghost ... 
Giraffe Girl 
Goat ... 

,, (he} 

God ... 
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21. Swahili j (Ki-hadimu 
(H), &>c.) 

Yayi; ma+ Tembw. X -dwvu I H) Ma-vi J-icw ; ma-cw. :'11-bwni U •Sw ; ny-usw 
\la-futa 

21 a. Ki-mvita 

Yai: ma+ '\/-d�vu 
Ma-vi J-itw; ma-tw
U-sw; ny-usw 
\la-futa 

Baba (old 1·001, Baba i5a-) 
W-wga.U-caji.-ti;.a, -tifiw.Ku-tyaKi-dwle; vi-

Ku-ca 
Ki-dwle; vi-. C-anda;vy-anda

\l-otw: mi-otw :\1-otw; mi-Samaki r5amaki 
(Arab.\ 

\I-guu; m1-, Giiii; ma-giiii M-guyu (II) 

:'ltw-itu; mi-itu \lw-itu; mi-ituKuku Kuku
C-ura; vi-ura C-ua; vy-iia
Pepw. :'\ -jwzi. Pepw 

i -- ------.-----
21 b. I 21 e. I 21 f. I 22. 

21 c. Ki-wzi 21 g. Ki-iigwje 22 a . .\'.i-nzuani Ki-amu I Ki-tikiiii I Ki,wibu �i-aiigazija 
21 d. Ki-pate I

·-- -- - --------- _ I  -- --Ii; ma-ii );.dwvu 
Ma-vi 
Itw ; ma-tw 
U-sc..>; ny-usw
\Ia-futa 
Baba 

Ku-ca 
C-anda;z-anda.Ki-nwe;t,i-nwe

Ifigi; ma+ K-dc.>VU
Cu-t.i Y-itoo ; ma-too

R-i · ma-iN-e�bw orK-embuMa-bviR-ifw; ma-t3c.>
Vu-sw ; ny-usw U •Sc.>; ma-Sc.>? 
\la-fuca. :\1-ori Baba. (�w-we = tlzy
jatlier). I-1-e! •fie ;ma•1fe Ku-ca. Ki-cw 

Pa-cenye J\la-futa 
Vava. 
f>a 

\V-wga 
Ki-yaa or J-ala: vi-ala.Ki-jaa; t,i-jaa Li-kombi 

M-otw; ny-otw ::-.I-ocw; ny-ocw \1-oto.>N-si. 1-si. I-jisi l n-siiiI-jisi ;mi-jisiGiiii; ma-giiii 1-guu; ma- Ri-ulu; ma-. 
\[ w-itu ; nyi-itu Kuku 
C-ua ; z-ua ort,-ua
Pepw 

\lw-icu; nyi-icu 
M-ulu

Nundu 
Kuku ; pl. same Uku or mi-kuku 1 C-uva-c-uva ; Ram be ; ma+.
j>I. t,.uva, Rumet,-uva1-t.uka; ma-

Ma-dzi Dz-itsoo; ma-tsw U-sw
Baba. Ba-. Hala 

X-a; pl. m-a.

l\1-orw ; m-erc.> Fi; zi-fi 
l\1-diiii, Mu-ndru; mi-ndruKaro.>.Mpii•harwKubu

Ki-vuli Twiga Ki-jana. Tiga Tia Civa Kiy-ana Ki-zinda. \111-ali \1-buzi (pl. 
same) 

M w-ana-mw-ali. Kij-ana 
M-buzi

Beberu; ma+. Beberu (Kww la m-buzi,:\J.farika =
fem,1/,•J :\lu-iiii.gu. l\l w-enyiezimu-iingu 

:\f.figu 

\l-buzi, M-but,i :\1-buti 
Beberu 

:\l-ungu :\1-uiigu 

Ki-simana mu-ka 
:\1-buzi 

Mu-luiigu 

1 Mi-kuku is an cllll{/1U11/alive plural, probably taking place of No. 6.

1\1-buzi 
M-buzi n-dume(:\I-buzi di-�e= �)
M-iiiigu.J\1-enyizirngii.::Vl w-ezim-uiigu

7 
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English 

Grandparent 

Grass ... 

Ground 
Ground-nut 

Guinea-fowl 
Gun 

Hair ... 

Hand ... 

Head ... 

Heart ... 

Heel 

Hide 
Hill 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCA.8ULARIES OF BANTC L.\NGCAGES 

--1 

21. 21 a. 
Swahili 

(Ki-hadimu 
(H), &c.) 

Ki-mvita 

Babu t. Bibi�- Babu 
J\1-zee 

Ny-asi. 
U-kc.oka.
Jani; ma+

In-ci
.N-jugu

Kafiga 
Bunduki 

Uny-wele; 
ny-wele. 
Ny-iwili (H) 

Jani; ma+. 
'.:\ )'•asi ; ma+ 

Kanga 
Bunduki 

Dny-ele 

-I - 21b. 
Ki-amu 

21 c. Ki-wzi 
21 d. Ki-pate

Babu

Yani; ma-+.
1\"y-ika; ma+ 

N-ti 

X-jugu

Kanga 
Bunduki 

Uny-ee 

21 e.

Ki-tikiiii 

Bibi 

ly-ani; ma-. 
1-gugu; ma-

N-ti
U-tc.>kc.o ;
twkc.o

Kanga
Bunduki

:\I u-kwnc.o.
Ki-canga 

21 f. 
Ki-wibu 

21 g. Ki-ngwje

t5aku. Bibi 

?IIi-ani, 
Miny-ani ( pl.) 

In-ti 

N-ka.nga
Bonduki.
Mudugwe

N y-uiri (21 f). 
J\y-uli (21 g). 

J\1-kc.>nc.o. 
Canja (palm) 

J\.l-kc.onc.o; mi-. 
(Ki-ganja, 
Ki-tanga, 
Kc.ofi =palm). 

Ki-cwa Ki-twa; vi-twa Ki-twa; zi-twa Ki-twa; t.i-twa Ki-sua (21 fJ. 

�I-oyc.o; 1\1-oyoo; mi-
mi-oyc.o or
ny-oyc.o. 
?II-tima. :\1-c.oa 

Ki-fundc.o Ki-siginc.o 
ca m-giiii. 
Ki-siginc.o 

N-gc.ozi N-gc.ozi
Ki-lima Ki-lima

:\1-oyc.o; 
ny-oyc.o 

Ki-;iikinw ; ii-.

K1-finginc.>; 
t,1-

N-gc.>zi
K1-lima

::\1-oyw: 
ny-oyw 

Ki-singinyw; 
t,i-

N-gwt,i
Ki-lima

E-;;wa (21 g)

:\lu-tima? 
l\1-oyw 

Ki-nyunyu 

Hippopotamus Ki-bc.okc.o or Ki-bc.>kc.o; Yi- Ki-bc.>kc.o; 21- Ki-bc.>kc.> ; t,i-

t5am�ala 
'."llu-angw; 
mi-angc.>.
:--;.drima

Namondw
Bwkc.o. 

Tc.>mondc.> 
Hoe 

-··· Jembe or 
Gembe 

Jembe; ma-

Honey Asali ya Asali ya 
ny-uki ny-uki 

Horn ... Perobe ; ma+ Pembe 

House ... :-.Jy-umba l\y-umba. 
J-umba; ma+

Hunger l\"-jaa l\"-dii.ii. 
Husband :VI-ume; :\1-ume 

wa-ume 
Hyena Fisi. Fisi 

Ki-i'igubwa 
(spotted ltyena) 

Iron . . . C-uma; C-uma

Island 
vy-uma

Ki-siwa; vi- Ki-siwa; vi• 

Asali ya 
ny-uki 

Pembe 

);'y-umba 

N-dii.ii.
:\1-iime

1-yembe

Asali ya 
ny-wki 

Pembe 

::-1-umba 

l\"-daa 
:Vlu-vuli 

�umra ; ma+. �umurwa. 
t5embra; Pisi: ma+ 
ma+. Pisi; 
ma-

.::---yembe 

Ansali 

Lu-nyanga; 
pl. nyanga 
':\y-umba 

.::---yela 

Fizi 

C-uma; z-uma C-uma; t,-uma C-uma
or t,-iima 

Ki-siwa; zi- //r Ki-siwa; t,j. 
t,i-

Ki-siri:ia. 
E-silwa (21 g)

22. 
?i-angazija 

2za. Xi-nzuani 

Kaiiga 
Buduki 

Uny-ele; 
mi-ele.
Ny-ile

�Iu-kwnc.o or
Mu-hc.>nc.o.
Sanza. Pi;
n1a�vi

Hi-tswa or
?i-tswa; pl.
zi-tswa

�I-uyc.> or :'II-co

Tsinzwni. 
Koruwa 

N-gc.ozi
\I-ana 'xi-lima

Nyonga 

Dage.> M· Lagw; 
ma + (s/011,
house). 
Ny-umba 
(wit/1 tlialchtd 
roof) 

Ma-rusa 

i 

'" 

... 



English 

Ivory .. . 
Knee .. . 
Knife .. . 
Lake 
Leg 

Leopard 
Lion 
Lips ... 

Magic .. . 
Maize .. . 
Man ... 

Man. vir .... 

Meat ... 
Medicine 
l\lilk ... 
Monkey 

Moon ..• 
Mother 
Mountain ... 

l\fouth 

Nail loffinger 
or toe) 

Nanie ... 
Navel ... 
Neck .. . 

Night .. . 

Nose ... 
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::?l. 

Swahili 
(Ki-hadimu 

(II), 6~,.) 

Pembe. Buri 
Gote; ma+. 
Futi (H) 

Ki-su ; vi-su 
Ziwa. 
Bwawa (II)

:,[.giiii. 
Illu-undi 

Cui 
Simba 
j\Ji.wmw (fl.).

1\1-dwmw. 
:.1-lwmw; m1-

U-cawi.
U-ganga

.:.1 u-hindi, 
,\la-hindi 

1\1-tu: wa-tu 

:.1-ume. 
(:.1-vulana = 
a young man) 

�y-ama 
Dawa (Arab.) 
\la-ziwa 
Kima. 
Tumbili. 

.:.lw-ezi: mi-
Mama. Nina 
(J...'i11.i:(.,)=i) 
:\1-lima ; mi-. 
Ki-ngurima 
(II) 

Ki-nywam 
Ka-nwa; 
,·i-nywa, 
maka-nwa 

lJku-cali; 
ku,caa. �-yaa 
I Ki,1,t:f.t)=iJ 

J-ina; ma+
K1•twvu ; vi-

pingw; ma+. 
l,-kwsi 

lJ -siku ; siku. 
(Giza= dark-
11,•ss) 

Pua. Puya(H) 

21 a. 21 b. 21 e. 21 f. 22, 
Ki-mvita Ki-amu Ki-tikiiii Ki-wibu l,i•angazija 

21 g. Ki-i'i.gwje I 22a. Xi-nzuani 

Pembe 
Gwti; ma+ 
Ki-su; vi-su 
Ziwa 
Giiii; ma+

21 c. Ki-wzi I
21 d. Ki-pate 

Pembe 
Ondw; ma+ 
Ki-su; zi-

Guu; ma-

Pembe 
I-gonjw; ma+ Lundi; ma+ 
Ki-su : t.i-su 

I-giiii; ma•

Ki-dzu 
l\"-tada or 
T-anda

Ku-iilu; 
ma-iilu. 

Tiii Tiii 
K-wlu; m-wlu

Tuvi ::;uvi 
Simba Simba Simba ;:,imba 
:'1[-dwmw; mi- i\lu-c,.,mc,.,; mi- MlH4mw; mi-.. \1u-rwmw: mi-

U-tawi.
lJ-gai'i.ga 

'\lu-hindi
:'II-tu; wa-tu 

:'II-iime 

N'y-ama 
Dawa 
\Ia,ziwa 
Kima 
Tumbiri 

:'II w-ezi 
Mama 
:'11-lima ; 1111-

U-tawi.
U-gafiga 

Buru 
;\1-tu; wa-tu 

:'11-iime. 
:'11-vule 

'\"y-ama 
Dawa 
Ziwa 
Kima. 
Tawau 
or Ki-tawau 

J.dwmw; mi+ 
U-tavi.
U•ganga 

Buru 
U-sawi?

U-ganga

:\I ,cu; wa-cu :'llu-nu; wa-nu 

1\1 u-vuli M u-lume 

:'.\-ama 
Dava 
1,iwa 
Kima. 
Tawau 

::-S-y-ama 
Dawa. Tiba 
:\la-ziwa 
N-kima

.l\T w,ezi: ni-ezi :.I w-et,i : ni-et,i :'II w-ezi 

Mama Mame. Inya; Mama 
ma-inya 

l\1-lima; m1- 1\1-lima; mi- l\lu-aiigw; mi-

Ka-nwa; ma+ Ka-nwa; ma+ Ka-nwa; 
t•a-nwa 1 

Ka,nywa: vi-

Uku-ca 

J-ina; ma+.
D-yina; ma+

Ki-twvu; vi-
piiigw; ma+ 
U-siku; ma-.
(Kiza dark
nesr) 

Piia 

Un-yiili; n-yiiii V-dwe; ma-dwe Ombe (21 f).
Li-kwle (21 g) 

Ina; ma-ina 
Ki-twvu; zi-. 
Ki-cwvu ; t,i

pifigc., 
U-siku; ma-

Pua 

Y-ina; ma+
Ki-kwvu: t,i-

Mic.>; pl.
mi-miw

U-siku; ma-.
(Kit.a= 
darlmess) 

Puva 

S-ina
:,{.toyw
pingw.

Lu-kwsi 
U-siku. (Kiza
= darlmess) 

M-ula,
Inti (21 f).
Pula (21 g) 

Guiigunw or

Gunguni 
Dzia 
M-undu

Dwmw: 
ma-lwmw 

:'II-rama burii 
M-tu . .:.lu-tu,
or Mu-ntu; 
wa,ntu 

l\1u-tu-m-iime 

Ny-ama 
K-zia

:'llw-ezi or 
M ,ezi 

Mama.Mma. 
Nya 

:'11-lima, 
Xi-lima 

Tia-mwa. 
l,i-nwa ; jll. 
zi-nwa. 
Ha-nyu 

Fuii: ma-fiiii.
Kwfu; 
ziii.-kwfu 

Dz-ina 
Tuntu or 

Kc.>VU 
Singe., 
Ulrn. (Xicza 

"' darkness) 
l\1-biia or

Piia 

1 81/1 j>rejix slunvin.rr the Ka- if t/1e sing. to be a 11alid 13'!, p,·,'}i.r. 

... 
"' 

Ill t• 

... 

-·• 
... 

... 
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1 34 ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABUL\RIES OF BANTU LAXGUAGES 

-I 2I. English Swahili I (Ki-hadimu (H), 6 ... c.) 
21 a. Ki-mvita 21 b. Ki-amu 

21 c. Ki-wzi 
21 d. Ki-pate 

21 e.Ki-tikiiii 
-�------1-

Oil palm Ox Paddle 
Palm wine, 

:.1-cikici N-ombeKasia; ma+. Kati; ma+ Tembw, Themb(I) 

,\f-cekece N-ombeKafi
Temb(,) 

Kasuku Kasuku 

N-ombeKasi
Tembw 

M-cikiciN-gombeKasi
I-cembco>

Dura ; ma+ Dura 

21 f. 22. Ki-wibu ?i-ai'igazija 
/ 

21 g. Ki-ngc.>je__:- Xi-nz�ani 

N-ombeKapi?Kasia; ma+

�-yombe 

beer Parrot Penis ... :.\1-bww; l\1-bw; mi- ;\l-bwco>. 1-borw 1-vorw. 1-vww M-borw 
Pig Pigeon 
Place .. . 
Rain .. . Rat 
Rhinoceros River .. . Road .. . Salt Shame Sheep 
Shield Shoulder 
Sister 
Skin 
Sky 
Slave ... 

Sleep ... 
Smoke Snake 

Son, boy ... 

Song ... 
Spear ... 

mi-b=. Ume N-guruwe N-giiiiwe.N-jiwa ::--1-diwa
:.la-hali 

N-giiiiwe:-:-diwa
Ma-hala 

N-giiiive�-diva
Ma-hala \Ta-hali ,,rPa-hali \1-vua Fanya. Buku; ma+ Ki-faru. Pea :,f-tw; rni-tw l'\-jia 

:.1-vua \f,vua Fanya. Buku Fanya. Vua Buku Pana 

C-umviHaya (Arab.)Kondww. Kondwyw(H) N-gawBega; ma+
Umbu; ma+. ::._.dugu. Dada N'-gwzi 
U-bii'igu (Jrt:-wingu;m-bii'igu\I-tumwa; wa-. :\1-twana. :\Iu-hadimu 

Arab.). :\I-jakazi � U-zii'igizi.(:.la-lalw =
sleeping place) M -w1-i ; mi•co>l>i Ky-co>ka. J-wka. (P'ili=1/CJ//11110/tS
make) :\lw-aoa; wa-ana. Kij-ana; vi-

U-imbco>;ny-imbco>Fumco>; ma+.\f.kuke; mi-.Sagai; ma+

Pea :\1-tw N-dia:\fu,nyuHayaKondco>co>
N-ga..,Fuzi; ma+
Umbu; ma+. '\ -dugu.Dada Gco>vi, N-gco>vi, N-gco>ziU-wingu
l\1-tumwa 

l"-singizi 
M-co>r;i�y-wka

:\[w-aoa 

\\"-imbw; ny-imbw Fumw; ma+. \1-kuki 

Pea ;\l-tw, :.I-cw K-dia!llu-nywHayaKondw
N-gawFuzi; ma➔
Umbu. X-dugu
N'-gwzi, N-gwt,iU-wiiigu;m-bingu
:M-tumwa 

U-sindizi
:\1-w�i ; ni-w13i ;-.ly-wka 

:\lw-ana; 
wa-ana 

Ki-faru 
Mu-Ceo> K-dia:\lu-nyuHayaHondwco>
N-gav..,Fut,i: ma+
Umbu. Ndii 
N-gwt,i
1.:-wii'igu 
:M-cumwa 

L'-sindit,i 
:\[ •(,)Si ; ni-co>si X-wka

:\Iw-ana m-vuli;va-ana,va-vuli\V-imbco> U-imbw;ny-imbwM-kuki. Fumw 1-fumw; ma-

N-guluwe�-jiwa (JrN-siwaVa-hali (21 g) 
:.\[-vula Fanya. Puku 
Mera :.\lu-tw :\J-�ira Mu-nyw 
K ondco>lco>. Putiputi 

i\!-viia Puhu 
M.r..,
:.\lu-nyw 
Gonderu 

Ri-bega: ma-? Vihw; ma+. 
:\[-lumbu; wa-
N-gwzi

Mu-ja; wa-ja 

U-zingizi

:.\lw-ana; w-ana

1l u-kuki 

Bega; ma + 
(22 a/ 

l\1-ruma 

IJ-dema 
i\1-wsi 

Mw-ana mtu-iime 

Fumw 

... •it 

., . •· 

.i..li 

... 
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-- -- ---1- -2� -, - �� -English j Swahili Ki-mvita 
I (Ki-hadimu -Kf_��u- -1-Ki�;i�iiii 21 c. Ki-wzi I 

I -:If-. -

i
-�-- -

I Ki-wibu ?i-afigazija I 21 g. Ki,figwje 22a. Xi-nzuaniI (H), l.~c.) 21 d. Ki-pate __ _ _I_ - _I_ ----Spirit, soul Pepw ; p'epw. Hwka, Swka. Rwhw 
(Arab.). Mzimu; wa-

P'epw, Pepw. \1u-t.uka i\lu-zimw 

Star ... 
Stick ... 
Stone ... 
Stool Sun 
Tail Tear Testicles 
Thief .. . 
Thigh .. . 
Thing ... 
Thorn 
Tobacco To-day 
Toe 

Ky,ota 
Fimbw. Goiigw. U-fitwJi-we; ma-we. M-bwe.Ki-tiJua; ma+

Mu-zimu, \I-zimu 1
Ny-ota 
Fimbw 
Ji-we; ma-we. Dy-iwe Ki-ti Jua; 111a+. Dyua M-kia; mi,kia M-kiaCwzi; ma+ Toozi; ma+Pumbu; ma+. Pumbu; ma+Tambwa\I w-ivi; w-evi. \1 w-izi; w-ezi Paja or U-paja. Ki-wew 

Ki-tu ; vi-tu. J-ambw;rn-ambw\lw-iba;mi-ibaTuml>akw Lew 

;\I w-ivi ; w-evi 
U-paja
Ki-tu ; vi-tu 
Mw-iba 
Tumbakw Lew 

�y-ota 
Simbw 
I-we; ma-we
Ki-ti Yua; ma+ 
M-kiaTwzi; ma+Kende; ma+
Ill w-izi; w-ezi. \I w.it,i; w-it.i Ki-weoo; zi-weoo or t,i-wew Ki-tu ; zi-tu or t,i-tu 
\lw-iwa, \Jw-iva Tumbakw Yew 

)l.wca 
U-simboo

K-ondwa (21f).\l-tadwa(21 g)
Iji-we; maji-we Ri-we; ma-we 
K1-ci Yuva; ma+ 
M-kiya; mi-1-twt.i ; ma-1-kende ; ma-

Ki-ti K-yiia, Jua
Ru-kira Tswzi; ma+ 

l\I w-it,i ; v-it.i l\Iu-ivi; w-evi
Ki-vew; t.i-vew Paja
Ki-cu ; t.i-cu 
Mw-iva 
Tumbakw Ew 

Ki-nu. tC-uma = property)

Tumbakw Lelw, Rerw, Reru Ki-dwle ca m-giiii Ki-dwle ca giiii C-anda ca guu. K1-yaa ca i-gu Ki-nwe ca 
To-morrow Ke� U-nju

guu Ke:;;w Kei;w J\.Ta-tsesu 
,, the after Tongue 

Tooth ... 
Town .. . 
Tree .. . 
Twins 
Urine ... Vein 

(A"ip, mba,). day Ke1>00-ku-twa. \1-tondw U-limi; n-dimi.Ki-dimi (ll1J •inw; m-enw
\1-ji j llll·JL Kiji-ji; viji-ji ).I.ti; mi-ti 
Paca; ma+. \1-siwanda 

/II) )..1.kwjw 
\I -�ipa ; mi-

M-tondw
U-limi
J-inw orDy-inw;m-enwM-ji ; mi-ji.Kiji-ji\I-ti; mi-ti
Pata; ma+ 
:\f-kwjw M-fipa

:\1-tondw 
t:.Jimi 

Inw; m-enw. Y-enw orEnw; m-enoo\lu-i; mi-i.Kiji-yiM-ti, :\1-ci
Pata; pata-pata 
;\l-koyw. ::'11-fipa Bau 

l\1-condw 
U-limi

Mu-yi ; mi-yi 
Mfl-ci; mi-ci 
Pata; pata• pata 
:\Ia-nne :\1-fipa 

Ru-rimi, Lu-rimi R-inw orl{-inu; m-enw
\fu-di (zr g). 
!II ii-ti 
Ri-pa�; ma+ 
Mi-koojw \Iu-sipa, .Mu-Sipe 1 From -zimu, to />eco111e invisible, to be about to die.

Ny-ora, Ny-urra (22a) Tsimbw 
Bui; ma-we 
Xi-ri I-dzua or Zua
Ma-tswzi (pl.)Pumbw. Qense or Konnezi 
Paja 
?i-ntu; zi-ntu 

Lew 
;:;-aya p m-diiii 

U-limi; n-dimi
Dz-inyw; ma-nyw 
J\.T-ji 
:tllw-iri, \fu-rrw 
or :\lo-ri; jJI.m1-ri 

Kwzw 

.,, 

... 
I,. 11111• -,, ... 

.., 

, .. 
M-tond<» ... 

•• 



English 

War ... 
Water 

Well, source 
White man 
Wife ... 

Wind ... 

Witch ... 
Witchcraft 

Woman 

Womb 

Wood (fire-
wood} 

Yam 

Year ... 

Yesterday 

Zebra ... 

One 

Two ... 

Three ... 
Four 
Five 

Si:x 

Seven .. . 

Eight .. . 
Nine .. . 

Ten 

Eleven 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCARCLARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

- ------,-
21 b. �1--:---

1 
2d. --[ --22 ____ _ 21. 21 a. 

Swahili j Ki-mvita Ki-a mu Ki-tikiiii Ki-wibu ?i-aiigazija 
21 c. Ki-c..>Zi 21 g. Ki-ngc..>je 

1
22 a. Xi-nzuani tKi-hadimu 

(H), &o.) I 21 d. Ki-pate 
I -------�-- -

Vi-ta 
Ma-ji 

Ki-sima 
:',(.zungu 
Mw-ana, Nana 
(disti11,t from 
'cluld', means 
' mistress of
hnuselwld'). 
'.\!-ke: wa-ke 

U-pepc..>; p'epc..> 

'.\T-cawi ; wa
U-cawi. 
U-anga

;\I w-ana-m-ke.
l\1-ke; wa-ke

Vi-ta 
Ma-dyi 

Ki-sima 
'.'\1-zuii.gu 
;\J .ke; wa-ke 

v-pepc..> 

M-tawi
U-tawi

;\l w-ana-m-ke 

11-ji. Tumbc..> Tumbc..> la
la u-zazi. u-zazi
l\1imba

U-kuni ; kuni U-kuni

Ki-azi ki-kiiii. Ki-azi ki-kiiii 
Jimbi; ma+ 

i\l w-aka; mi- '.\! w-aka; 1111-

Jana. Jnzi Dyana 
(d,zy b,:fon·) 

Zi-ta or 'ti-ta 
Ma-i 

M-zufigu
M-ke

U-pepc..>

;\l-tawi 
U-tawi

M-tu-m-ke or
i\1-cu-m-ke

l\la-tumbw ya 
u-bat,i

U-kuni

Ki-azi ki-kiiii. 

Mw-aka 

Yana 

u1-ca 
'.\la-yi 

l\1-bufigu 
;\J u-ke 

U-pepc,)

1\1-tavi 
U-tavi

:\1-cu mu-ke; 
wa-cu-wa-ke 

1-cumbc,) la
ku-baa

U-kuni

Ki-at,i ki-kiiii 

Mw-aka; ni-

1-yana

Punda mi-lia Punda mi-lia Punda mi-lia Punda mi-lia 

•ffic.)ja. Mc,)si -mwja. -mc.>si -mc,)ya.
:',lw-anda 

-wili. -bili, -bili. -wili,
-wiri

-tatu
-pili

-tatu
-nne -nne
-tanc..> -tanc..>

Sita /Arab.). Sita 
:\1-tandatu 

Saba.a (Ai-a/I.). Sabiia 
'.\1-fuiigate 

-nane
Kenda

Nane, -nane 
lCenda 

Kumi. Kumi 
Illu-ongc..,; 
mi-ofigw

-bili, -wili,
•Pili

-tatu
-nne
-tan<,)

Sita 

Saba 

-nane
Kenda

-kumi.
:'11u-ofigc,) 

-mwya.
\'lw-anda

-bili, -viii,
-pili

-cacu
-nne
-tanw

Sita 

Saba 

-nane
l-kenda

-kumi

Kondw. Vi-ta 
\fa.zi, Ma-ji 

:VI ll•Zungwe 
:\Iu-kii 

M-epc,) l:n f)

M-psawi (21 f)
U-sawi

l\fimba 

Ru-kuni 

:\lw-aka; mi

Dz-ana, I-jana. 
1-juzi (day
before) 

-mc..>dya,-mwja.
Mc,)zi

-biri, -viri

.tatu. N-atu 
•Ile
-tanu, -lanu

l\1-tandatu. 
Sita 

:\[.fuiigate. 
Saba 

-nane
Kenda

-kumi

Kumi na mc.oja Kumi na mwja Kumi na mc,)ya Kumi na moya Kumi na filc.)Zi

Huana 
l\ta-ji or 
:\la-zyi. 
l\la-i-e (22 a) 

N-dzitsc.o

�1-bevc,), 
Peva 
or Pevw 

l\t-ganga 

�1-rii-m-�e, 
\f-tu-m-i-e;p/. 
wa-ntu-wa-�e 

::.:i-azi 

\t-i-a or 
Mu-aha 

\'h1-7,ana. 
\' Cll•ZUZi 

Monsi, Mc,)dze 
Mundzi. 
l\1wza, M<ofi 

-bili, -ili

-taru, -raru
-nne. Nai 
-sane.), -tsanc.>.

-dzanvu
N-tandaru

;\T-fukari or 
-kare

Nane
�enda, 
Xenda, 
N-i-inda

Kumi;
ma-ngumi 

Kumi na mc.,za 

... 

•• 

Ii ■ laa 

I• 
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21 a. Ki-mvita
7 

I Ki-amu Ki-tikiiii
I ____ I ___ 

21 r. 

I 
22. [ Ki-wibu ?i-ai'igazija 

_l 
(Ki-hadin1u

(H), &>c.)
- ---

- 21-;::- J-�- -
21 c. Ki-wzi _I _z1� Ki-pate __ 121 g. Ki-iigwje \ 22a. X1-nzuani

Twenty

Thirty

Forty ...

Fifty ...

Hundi-ed ...

Thousand ..• 

I, me, my ...

Thou, thee,thy 

He, him, his

We,us, our

Ye, you, your

They, their them, 

l\la-kumi .\ia-kumi Ma-kumi .\fa-kumima-wili wa-wili ma-wili ma-vili (•wiri). l\1i-ongw mi-wili (•Wii-i) .\la-kumi .\Ia-kumi

.\li-ongw .\Ii-oi'igwmi-wili mi-viii 
Ma-kumi .\Ia-kumima-tatu ma-tatu ma-tatu. ma-cacu:\li-ongwmi-tatu ;\la-kumi ;\la-kumi :\1a-kumi .\Ia-kumima-nne ma-nne rna-nne ma-nne 

;\!a-kumi ;\la-kumi .\la-kumi :'lla-kumima-tanw m,l•tanw ma-tanw ma-tanw

Mia (Arab.). Mia Mia MiaGana 
Ki-kwi; vi-kwi. Alfu Alfu AlfuElfu (Amb.) 

Mimi, Miye.N-,Ni-. -mi. -ni-.
Mimi, Miye. Mimi. N-, Ni-, I-mi. N-, Ni-, Hu-. Hu-. Hu-. N-, Ni-,

-a-i'igu-mi. -ni-. -mi. -ni-. -ni-. -a-ngu Wewe, Weye.
u .. 

-a-ngu -a-i'igu Wewe, Weye. Wewe. u ..U-. -we. -ku-.-we. -ku-. -we. -ku-. -a-kw·a-kw. •We.>, ·w -a-kw 

U-we. u .. -we. -ku-.-a,kw 
Yeye, Yee. A-, Yeye. Yu•, Yeye. A-,Hu-. I-ye. A-, Hu-.Hu-, Yu-. A·, Hu-. -ye. -m-. -ye. -m•. •m•, -mw-. -ye. -m•. -a-ke -a-ke -a-ke-a-ke, -ye; -we Siswi, Swiswi, Siswi. Tu-.Sisi. Tu-. -tu-. -etu-swi. -tu-. -etu
Ninyi, Nyinywe. M-,Nwinyi, Mu-. Ninywi. Mu-, -wa-. -enuM-. ·Il)'i, ·OWi•. -wa-. -enu Waw. Wa-. Waw. Wa-.-aw. -wa-. •WB•. -a•(I)-a-w 

Sisi. -tu-. Tu-.-etu

Nyinyi. M-,Mu-. -wa-. -enu

Waw. Wa•.-wa-. -a-w 

1-si. Cu-.
·CU•. -ecu

1-ni. M-, Mu-·WR·. -enyu

I-vw. Wa-.-wa-. •a.•V<.t> 

Ma-kumima-viri.In,sidriI? Arab. I,srin ?) i\1a-kumima-tatu 

.\'Ia-kumima-ne 

l\fa-kumima-lanu

.\la-kumi -kumi. Mia(Arab.) ? Ci-kwi. Mia kumi

U-mi, W-mi. N-, Ni-, Gi• ? 1-mi. -ni-.-a-i'igu U-w.:, Wewe.U., Ku-? -we. -ku ..-a-kw, •w I-re. U-ye?
Ye-. A-,Ka-?, 
u ..-ye. -mu-.-a-ke, -e U-fwe. Tu-,Ti-. -{we, -swe.-tu•. -etu 
U-mue. Mu-.-mwe, -owe. •Wa•, •ellll

Wa-re. Waw.Wa-,Va-. -aw, •WW•.-wa-. -a-w

M-engw m-ili or M-ii'igw or:Vfa-ngum' iii

\Ia.figumi taruor raru or M-ii'igwmi-taru .\{a.figum'a-nne or l\1-ingwmi-nne .\Ta-ngumitsan(I) or :'11-ingw mi-sanw (mi-dzanw} 
I-jaoa ,,r t5ana

;,-uhi; z.tthi(z.uhi z.iJi= 2,000)

V-.'a-mi. lsi-,Ntsi-. -ni-. -a-figu
\\·a-we. u ..-bu•, •WU•.-a-hw 
\\'-eye, Tsua or U-nu. A-.-m-. -a-he

Wa-si. Tu-,Ri-. -ht•? -a-tu

\\-a-nyi. Mu-.-wa-. -a-nyu

Waw. Tsawa.Wa-. -wa-. -a-hww

1 Auordi11g /11 Jo11q11i111 d'A/111eida da C1111lta (Ap,111/a111entos . .. das li11guasfall,ufas f!e/os indigenas . . .  mz.l!or,1111biq11e) in the Angofe or Kingwje dia!t"ct tl1e ,,,rbal pronouns are Ki-, U-, A-; Ni-, M-, A-.
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English 

All 

This, these 

That, those 

Bad 
Black ... Female Fierce, sharp Good ... 
Great ... 
Little ... 
Long Male Old 
Red Rotten Short ... Sick . .. White 
Above, up, on top Before Behind 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

21. Swahili (Ki-hadimu 
(H), &,,c.) 

-ote. Pia
Hu-yu; ha-wa; hii-ii; hi-i ; hi-li; ha-ya; hi-ki; hi-vi ; hi-i (si-i)' ; hi-zi ; hii-ii; hu-ii ; hu-ku ; ha-pa ; hu-mu Hu-yw; ha-w ; hu-oo; hi-yoo ; hi-loo; ha-yoo; hi-c<a>; hi-vyoo; hi-y<a> ; hi-Z<a>; hu-oo ; hu-oo ; hu-koo; ha-poo; hu-moo Yu-le; wa-le ; u-le; i-le;Ii-le ; ya-le ;ki-le ( ci-le) ;vi-le; i-le;zi-le ; u-le ; u-le; ku-le ;pa-le; m-le 
-baya, -be.ii
-eusi-ke. -kww-kali-ema; -zuri.-t<a>Bora. -kiiii.-kubwa.-nene-dwgw. -cace
-re-fu-ume, -dume-kukiiii. -zee
-ekundu•w-vu, -bw-vu-fupi

2J a. Ki-mvita 

-ote

zr b. Ki-amu 21 c. Ki-<a>zi 21 d. Ki-pate 

H u-yu; ha-wa; Hu-yu, 6....,c, 
&c. 

Hu-yu ; ha-oo ; Ho-yoo, &c. 6_,c. 

Yu-le; wa-le; U-le, &,c. f.:.,vc. 

-baya. -boo-vu ·Cal•VU 

-eiisi -eiisi-ke. -a ki-ke -ke-kali -kali-ema -ema
-kiiii. -kubwa -kiiii
-dwgw •twt<a>, •CWCW 

-re-fu -re, -re-fu-ume. -aki-ume -rune-zee. -kukiiii -zee, -t.ee.-kukiiii-ekundu -ekundu•w-vu, -bw-vu •WVU-fupi -fupi-gonjwa. -weli -wele. gonjwa -we, .ijwe-eii-pc -eu-pc -eu-pe
Jiiii. Juu Qr Dyuu Yiiii 
Mbele Mbele Mbee J\"y-uma Ny-um::i. Xy-uma 

21 e. Ki-tikiiii 21 r. I 
I Ki-wibu 21 g. Ki-i'igooje 

1 
-ote Pia. Apa-(Apawa ?) Hu-ii; ha-wa; A- (a-yw; 6, .... c. a-wa ; a-u ;a-i; a•ri;a-ya; a-ci ;a-vi; 6"c.)

H w-oo ; ha-oo ; C"c. 

U-le, wa-le,va-le, l, .... c. 

•W·VU
-eiisi-ke-kali-ema
-kuru
-dwda. -titi

-re-fu-vuli-t.ee. -t.ima.-kukiiii-ehundu
·WVU -fupi-we-eu-pe
I-yiiii
l\Ibee Kwan-ima 

-re ( I-re; wa-re;u-re; i-re;ri-re; ya-re; ci-re ; vi-re ;
& .... c.) 

-i (Mu-i).si i'ig-ema-en.tfi-kii-kari-ema
-kulu
-twtw. -pusu.-aha (je-.u)

-lume-Vere. -se or-zee-eiindu-bvunda
-lwala-elu-pa
Julu 
Mbele �y-uma 1 s replaces h i11 a fr:w Kt'nl{t,J::£ demonstratives ; i.e. Sa-for Ha-, Si- for Hl-.

22. lii-afigazija22a. Xi-nzuani 
-onji
-nu (u-nu,wa-nu, &c.)

-le (u-le, wa-le,i-le, pi-le, &,c.)

-wii, -bi
-udu. ).[.udu-�e
-ema
Bua-fu. Dibave 
-titi. Ka-, Ga•
( ,rs prefix).-i'ikinyi

-iime, -diime-kiihu
-kundu
,ade, mu-ade -jeu. -ell
U-zyu <>r Dzu
Mbele .\l-ei:igw-•1i 

_L~_________:.____ __ 

''" 

..I f1 ..... -

.... 

,., 
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21. 21a. 21b. 
English Swahili Ki,mvita Ki-amu 

(Ki-hadimu 21 c. Ki-wzi
1 (II), &c.) 21 d. Ki-pate 

____ , __ ----�-------

Below. down 
Far 
Here ... 

In, inside ... 

Middle 
Near .. , 

Ci-ni 
M-bali

Hapa. 
Hupw 
Nda-ni. 

Ti-ni 
M-bali

Huku. Hapa

Nda-ni 
Hu-mw, 
Mii-, M-. -ni. 
Katika 

Katikati Katikati 
Karibu (Arab.), Pa-fupi 

Nde Outside 
Plenty, many 

Pa-fupi 
Nje 
-iiigi. Tele -i'igi, -mgi.

Tele 
There ... Hukw. Kule. Pale, Kule, 

Pale &~c. 

Where? -pi 1 \\'a,pi? -pi? Wa,pi?
No ! Ahaa ! Siyw ! ;5iw ! 
Not (witlt verb, Si. -si-, Si-. Si. ,si-. Si-. 
,,s prefix, i11- Hu-. Ha-. Hu. Ha, 
ji;r, or sujft:r) Ku-twa (will,

i1if,11itl:1es) 

To Ku- Ku-
" beat -piga -piga
" buy, sell -nuniia. -uza -nuniia. -uza.

-uliza
" come -ja (.N-jww! =

i111perati11e)
-ja, -dya

" cut -kata. -cinja -kata
. , dance -ceza . ,randa -teza
,, die .fa .fa 

,. eat •la -la
,, give ,pa. -twa. -pa

-tunza
" go ... -enda, -enda. -pita

enenda. 
-pita

" kill -iia -iia
,, know -jua ,dyua 
" laugh -ceka -teka
. , leave off, -aca, -ata, -ata

cease -kwma
?-regea (to
be loose) 

,, love, want -penda -eenda
,, see -ona -ona
,, sit, remain, -kaa (-kalia= -kaa

abide ronain for) 
" sleep -!ala -!ala 
,. stand,stop, -simama. -simama

be erect -ima 
" steal -iba -iba

Ti-ni 
M-bali
Hapa 

Nda-ni 

Katikati 
Pa-fupi 

Nde 
-i'igi, -mgi.

Tele
Pale 

Wa-pi?
Siyw! 
Si. -si-. Si-.
Hu-. Ha-

Ku-
-piga
-nuniia. -uza

-ya

-kata
-teza
.fa 

-la
-pa

-enda

-iia
-yua
-teka
-ata

-penda
-ona
-kaa

-!ala
-simama

-jepa

21 e. 

Ki-tikiiii 

Ti-ni 
:M,bali 

Hapa 

Nda-ni 

Kaci 
Pa-fupi 

Nde 
-i'igi. Tele

Pale

Kwa-pi? 
Sivw ! 
Si. -si-. Si-. 
Hu-. Ha-

Ku-
-bika
-nunuva.
-kut,a

-ya

-kaca
-tet,a
.fa 

-la
-pa

-enenda

-uva. -vua
-yiwa
-teka
-ata

-penda
-vona
-teti

-iyala
-simama

-yepa

21 f. 

Ki-wibu I21 g. Ki-i'igwje 

22. 
�i-angazija 

22a. Xi-nzuani 

_J_ __ - -
Sl-ni. Pa-nsi 
Baidi 
Apa 

Pepi 

-ngi, -ingi

-pi?
Ebu! 
Si. Si-. -si-.
Ku? Ka? 

Ku-

-ilia
-uza

-dya. -lawa.
(Jw ! = im-
jlemfive)

-s�;,a
-v1na
.fa 

-ria
-pa

-enda,
-enenda.
-tembera.
-ka

-waga. -ula
-ijiwa
-zeka 
-reka . -asa

-penda. -saka
-ona
-ikala

-lala

-iwa

Won-si. M-si-ni 
�f-bali 

Hava (?)

,ni, -mi, -mu 

Vanu 

-ingi

Huie Tsahw

Si 
Si. Si-. -si-. 
Hu-.Ha-

U-, Hu-

-uza

-ija. (Xw! =
i111j,eratii1e)

.fa 

-la
-be. ,va(22a)

-enda, -senda,
-inda (past
te11.,e: 
-endre)

-hua
-jua
-te;.ia

-vintsa
-hwna
-kensa

-iba

... 

.. 

... 



ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

PREFIXE!:i AND CONCORDS I:\' THE SWAHILI DIALECTS 

Virtually no traces of preprefixes, except in the 9th prefix in the Ki-ufiguja and Ki-nuima dialects 
(21 f and g). 

Class r. M-, Mu-, Mii- (21 e, 21 f) (m-, mu, yu-, ? hu-, u); 2. Wa-, (Va- sometimes in 21 c and f) 
(wa-, va-); 3. M-, Mu-, Mii- (21 f )  (m-, mu-, u); 4. Mi-, Ny•, Ni- (21 c, d, and e) (m-, mu-, i); 5. -, 
Ji•, J·, Dy-, Ri-(21 f and g),Ni- (21 f )  (li,j-, r-, ri-) (21 f); 6. Ma- (ma-, ya); 7. Ki-, C'. (ki, ci-, c'-); 
8. Vi- (21, 21 a, 21 fand g), Zi- (21 c), 1,i- (21 d and e) (vi, zi-, t,i-J; 9. In- (21 and 21 f •, N- (M·), ff.,
Ny-, - (-, n- (m-), ny-, nj-, iig-, i); 10. In-, N- (M-), ff'., Ny- (-, 1.i, ny-. nj-. fig-); 11. U-, Lu-, Ru
(Iast two forms only in 21 f and g) (m-, u, Iu, ru-); 12. (Absent throughout); 13. Ka- (almost absent,
save for slight traces with Vi- as plural-in Ki-unguja and the other northern dialect�. but commoner in
21 f and g); 14. u. (plural sometimes Ny., but more commonly Ma-); 15. Ku- (ku-); 16. Pa- (Va
in 21 f), r;irely Wa- (pa-, va•}; 17. Mii- (mu- and -ni)-almost ahsent from 21 e.

PRf:FlXES, &c., I.'- �I-ANGAZIJA, &c. 

;\O preprefixc.;. 

Class 1. Mu-, M- (mu-, m, u-); 2. Wa- (wa-); 3. Mu-, M- (mu-, m-. u); 4. Mi-, Me- (mi-, i-); 
5. Dzi (D'·, L'· ?), - (dz', dzi-, li); 6. Ma, (ma-,? a); 7. i:,i-, Xi-, Xi-, Hi, (�i-, xi); 8. Zi- (zi,; 9. N
(M·), N-, Ny-, - (n-, i); 10. ? Zin-, N, (M,), ff., Ny- (zi ?, n-); 11. (missing); 12. (missing) ; 13. (rare) 
Ha-, Ka, (?ha-, ka); 14. U·, Ve.>-? (u); 15. Hu-, u.,? Gu,(? hu); 16. Wa-, Va- (rn ?) ; 17.? (?-mu?,
-mi, -ni).

--------

21. Swahili is spoken in Zanzibar, Pemba, and :.!aria islands. and in the coast towns bet we.en the
l'aiigani river, Kilwa, and Lindi ; also in an adulterated form right across Africa from l'nyamwczi and 
Tanganyika to the Lualaba and Upper Congo. Kihadimu or Kikae is the ancient dialect of Zanzibar 
island and Kingc.>Zi the affected 'literary' speech. 

21 a. Kimvita is spoken in the towns of the \[ombasa coast-belt between \'anga and :'llalindi. 

2r b. Kiamu, 21 c. Kiwzi, and 21 d. Ripate, arc spoken on the islands of Lamu and Pata, and in 
the Witu sultanate and the delta of the Wzi and Tana ri\"crs. 

21 e. Kitikiiii is spoken in Faza (north of Lamu) and at all the Swahili settlements along the coast 
between Kwaihu and the Juba river; also north of the Juba river. 

21 f. Kiwibu (Kimrima and Kimgaw) are spoken on the coast bet11een the mouths of the Rufiji 
and the Ruvuma rirers (Cape Delgado); at Ibo and 111 the Kenmba islands; 21 g. Kiiigc.>je is spoken 
in the Swahili-Arab colonies of Afig(t)�e (Angoxa). 

22. �iafigazija and 22 a. Xinzuani arc spoken in the Komorw islands (Great Komor(t), Johanna,
and ;\[wliilaj: 111th the exception, perhaps, of :'llayotte. 



GROUP G 

THE USAGARA-UGWGW 

23. Dzalamw
23 a. Kami. 23 b. Ki,xutu. 

23 c. Ki-ruguru 
24-24 b. Kaguru (Northern Sagara) 1

LANGUAGES 

24 c-g. Southern Sagara dialects 1
25. Gwgw
26. Irafigi. 26 a. Kiumbugwe

English Dzalamw Kami Kaguru and Southern Gwgw 
26. r 23· I 

2;'1.
-
-

1
-�-24 ;;_-;-- -i--2�-�I

J

----:;.--

23 b. Ki-xutu 
\ 

K ortbem I Sagara 

_ _ _ ___ _ 
I 23 c. Ki,ruguru 

_ 
Sagara 

_ I _ _ _ _ _ --
-

�-

Irai'igi 
26 a. Ki

umbugwe 

Adze ... 

Animal, wild 
beast 

Ant 

Ant, white 
(termite) 

Ape (chim-
panzi 
gorilla) 

Arm . . .

Arrow 

Axe . . .

Baboon 
Back ... 
Banana 

Beard ... 

Bee 
Belly ... 

Bird .. . 

Blood .. . 
Body ... 

or 

Bone ... ... 
Borassus palm 

Bow 

Temc.o. N-hemw
N-hemw

Ny-ama; pl. Ny,ama 
dziny-ama 

Mi-gege ( pl.). Cia. 
N-humbi- Nwnyw 
humbi

:\lu-swa Gefihe; 
ma-gei'ihe 

K-temw.
Ci-widzw

l\"y-arna

Siafu. l-fulafu. 
Sufigusui'igu. 
]\ .t,jfigi. 
Cufigu 

:\Iu-swa 

N-temw

Ny-ama 

N-temw

Ny,ama 

Ny-ufigu 

M-mehe or
Mu-mehe.
Ki-swa;
vi-swa

Ny-ama 

Ny-ereri 

�1u-swa 

:.l-ko.>nw; mi- :\lu-kwnw; mi-. :\I-kwnw; 1111• l',,lw-wkw Mw-wkw; mi- Twaliti 

:\I-sale? 

�wka 

Di-kwkw 
M-goiigw; 
N'h=;
mi-khww.
:\1-zuzu

N-debvu 

N-yuki
:\lu-nda

:S.-dege; 
dzin-dege 

M-lwpa
:\l-wili

M-wwkw; mi-
Lu-hwte.

\1-dumka 
Wagw; ma I-

mi- M-goi'igw 
Nwhw. 

(J\1-gomba = 
tree) 

N-debfu

N-yiiki
l-ndii.
Mdii.
Tumbw

l\,dege 

:vr.twpa 

Guha 
l\l-vuma or 
�f-vumw 

ill u-vi. 1-sagi. 
Lu-iswbeta 

Ci-widzw . 
N-tcmw.
Seiigw

Ny-ani
;\l,goiigw; mi
N-xw. (Bwkw
or Di-bwkw =
tree)

Ki-devu or 
Lu-levu 

N-juki 
Ku-nda,

:\lu-nda,
I-nda.
1-tumbu.
1-sile

I-dege; ma-

Henge.> 

l\-devu 

Soiiga 

Seiigw 

Ny-ani 
l\lu-goiigw; mi
Twke; ma+. 

N,dizi 

N-devu

N-zuki N-zuki
Tu111bw: ma.+. Tttmbu; ma+.

l•nda; pl. 1-nda; ma-da
nyi-nda, 
mai-nda 

N-dege �-dege 

Sakami; ma+ Sakami Sakami 
l\J-wiri or 

Ki-wiliwill 
J,fupa; ma-

J\.1-tufi Ku-wiliwili 

l-guha 1-fupa

U-pinde. U-ta. U pinde �-ta or U-ta; U-pindi Pindi. 
Waiiga pl. mi-tii U-kunje

�1-iii or :\I w-iii ; 
mi-wiii

C-aria,
Caba

l\-jai. Tiii 
Lekele 
N-dizi

N-dedu

�-yuki 
Guvia 

Zwdie. 
N-dee

Sagami 

1 Tire pn'11dpal dialecls o/Sagara speeclt spol.:en in /he Jzilly re,1;/ons of Ul"l{ztru, Rubelrw, mu{ Cs,tgara. may
be e,wm,ralt'd as follm,•s: 1Y,>1/h,-n1 Sagara, 24. Kaguru, 24 a.. Itumba, 24 b. Kondwa or Sol we; Soutlrern 
Sagara, 24 c. Ziraha, 24 d. Kwenyi, 24 c. Nkwifiya, 24 f. Ndunda, 24 g. Ngwila. 

11H L 

·•· ,, I I• 

•·• 

··• .. 
.. , 

.... ...... 



ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF llANTU LAXGUAGES 

English 

Bowels 

Dz:l�mw 1 �!!i I K:�:i �;,dj 23 b. Ki-xutu Northern 3 c. Ki-ruguru I Sagara 
--- --------

Tupe; ma+ .l\Ta-tumbw i\fa-tumbu . 

24c-g. Southern Sagara 

Brains U-lwtw 
(t;' .fu = sfflmach of oxen) Ca-onga, ; vya- U w-ofigoo ; ma-

,, . 
-,-Googe.> 

j\fa.tumbu 

26. Iraiigi 26a. Kiumbugwe 
_j_ - -

Breast (man's) Mbaga. !l'f,ha-mbaga;
t:-bongw Ma-mbaga Ci-fa Pa-mbaga Ki-kua 

Breast (woman's) 
Brother 

Buffalo Bull ... 

Buttocks Canoe Cat 
Charcoal Chief ... 

Child ... 

Cloth ... 

Cold ... 
Country 
Cow ... 

Crocodile ... Day ... 
Devil, evil spirit 
Doctor (medicine man) 

miMipa-mbaga. Tombw; ma+ 1-tombw; ma- Tombw; ma-J\ta-tombo, 
(pl.) Kaka . .M-kulu . .!\"-dugu. M-do,dw Magati. '\1.zuanda. Se-gulu N-dugu (n/a-tiun)Tupa; ma+M-nhufi.Bebelu

Lu-kundu M-lumtbwiNyaw
::--:J-dewa 

Mw-ana. i\f.do,dw 

N-guww; zi+ 

Beho, 
J-si
N-ombe.M-buguma

:\fw-ena Siku. Um-iisi; imi-si Kuiigu or Di-kungu; ma-
j\f .ganga, N-gai'iga,!\1-lagula,.\f.taguzi

N-omben-dume.Sei'igam-bigalw(23 b) Dakw; ma+ '.\lu-humbwi i\1-nyaw 
:\·1-dema. Jumbe. (M-dewa =inlerpnter) Cin-keli; viii-. l\!w-ana. Gu-iindila ; ma-undila /23 bl N-guw

M-beho,,Bfega1-si
N-ombem-buguma.Sengam-twanzi

(23 b) :',f-buru .l\fu-si. Siku. M-canyaI-dzimu; ma-
.l\1-gai'iga. '.\f-lagutsi 

.\f-dugu; wa-..?.I w-ene-tu. :',f.vuna 
l\'T-boogc.> :-S-xambaku 

I-takw; maJ-lookooNyaoo.1-tulwaLi-kala; ma:\1n-dewa or J\.1-goosi 
C-ana;vy-ana.Ci-ali ; vi-.M-doodw.C-aniki; vy-:\lw-enda.U1-ke
M-behoo.Ky-ooba1-si ; zi-si.Ki-ruiigaJlf-buguma ya11-ombe

I-jua .�Ju-gifigwlsi-ntu i-kulu.1-sooka; ma+.1-zimu:\I-gai'iga

:-J-dugu. 1\1-kulu . :\1-doodoo wailgu. I-lumbuM-bwgwJ-seiiga i-lume. I\'-zeku.Khambaku
Ma,dakoo 

'.\1w-ana. i\1-dwdoo 

1-kui'iga (24 c)

!\Ia-tom boo 
K-dugu.Lumbu

l\f-boogoo �-jeku. Kambaku. 
? Kabakoo 

1-dakoo ; ma
N yaoo 
i\la-kala l\1-teme 

.\fw-ana. M-dwdoo.Ki-dzererc.o
;\Iw-enda 

:'II-behw 
1-si
N-ombe.l\I-buguma yafi-ombe
Mamba K•ilc.> 11r C-iroo. Ki-iiguru .\Iu-zimu 
.\[u-ganga 

I-tombc.,; ma-.M a-joororoo.l\la-susuLumbu. N-diiii

i\[-jeku 

.Ma-take., j\J .tumbi Nyau 
l\la-kala .l\1-temi. l\1-sui'igati 

(26 a) 

;\[w-ana m-dudia

Lu-enda; m1-enda or ny-enda. �-goona Talala 
1-si

N-ombe ii'iki

Mamba Siku. !\.1 u-si 

2\1u-aiiga 

"'I-II • ' 

+ .. 

..... ...... . .... 

..... 



CROUP G: THE USJ\GARA-UGWGW LANGUAGES 

Dog ... .. . 

Donkey 

Door ... 

Dream 
Drum ... 

Ear 

Egg 

Elephant 

Excrement 
Eye 

M-bwa. 
Ki,bwa 

;-..• -dwgo.>we. 
Ki-hongwe 

I. u-i vi ; ny-i vi

N-dwzi 
Gombw. 

In-gw,na; 
ziii-gooma 

Gu-twi; 
ma-twi, 
gama-twi 

Finga ; gama + 

N-hembw 

\fa.vi 
S-isw ; m-esw 

Im,bwa, 
Yum-bwa, 
Jim-bwa 

N-dwgwwe; 
ma

l\1-lai'igw 

N-gwma 

Nghu-twe or

Gu,twi; 
magu-twi 

Finga; ma+ 

:-1-hembw 

!\Ia-ve 
Nenge; ma+ 
amt dzi•. 
Z-isoo or L-isw; 
m-eSOJ 

Face, forehead Ki-ai'iga Ci-hanga 

Fat, oil 

Father 

Fear ... 

Finger 

Fire 

Fish 

Foot 

Forest 

Fowl ... 

Frog .. . 
Ghost .. . 

Giraffe 

Cama-vuta or

;\Ja.vuta. 
U-nwnw 

Tata, 
Thatha 

Di-wwga, 
Ww<>a 

Ki-d.:ie. 
C-anda. 
Gumba 

l m-otw

:\1-gulu; mi• 

Di-hulw, 
Umu,hulw. 
:-.J.bagw 

lii-guku or

lii-huku 
'\1-bula; mi• 
\f.zimu. 
Kinya-mkela. 
J\1 u-lui'igu; mi• 

!\la-bvuta 

Baba. 
Tate 

Ci-dwle; 
pfi-doole. 
Z-ala 

;\1.otoo 

Somba 

M-gulu. 
Lu-ayw 

;1lu-hulw 

Nuku 

Butwa; ma+ 
11-zinltl 

:\-hwiga Twiga 

I-bwa 01· 

Di-bwa. 
Dinyam-bwa; 
manyam-. 
Suku 

.N-do.>gwwe 

Lu-iji ; ma-.
\1-langoo 

N-jwzi 
N-gooma 

ru-twe; ma-

1-tagi; ma

:-1-thembw 

:\l.l•Vi 
1-gisoo; 
ma-gisw. 
D-isw ; m-esw 

Fumda? 
Ki-haiiga? 

l\fa.futa 

Baba 

Wwga 

Ki-doole ; ci-

I-jwka 
dya mc-dji 

M-gulu; mi-. 
I-jayw; 
n-jayw 

M-bagu 

r,;.xuxu 

Bula; ma+ 
M-yefu. 

:\Iii-ye 

I\.dwiga 

;\fnyam-bwa. 
�yaka-bwa. 
Di-bwa; ma-

N-dc.:,goowe 

!\fnyam-bwa, 
lm-bwa, 
Di-bwa 

N-dwgwwe 

Mu-laiigc.o 

N-gwma 

1-sikidza; ma-. lgu-twe, 
lgu-twe; ma- lku-lu; ma-

J .gankha or

Ganga; nn+ 
:;-.,.zwfu or

"1-dembw 
Ma-vi 

Z-ihoo ; m-ehw. 2-isw, 
h-ihoo ; m-esw L-isw; 

N-dwsi; 
ma-dwsi 

Tata 

1-dw'e 

J\1-bagu 

m-esw 

U-su. 
Kum-esw. 
M-esw 
ma-jeti 

Ma-futa 

Swga. 
Baba. 
Kwlori 

Mwga? 
Wwga? 

K-ala. 
Ki-do>le 

M-otw. 
\Ia-waa 

Comba, 
Somba 

:\lu-gulu. 
Ki-gcre 

M-bagu. 
1-saka. 
Mu,ceme 

N-kuku or

N-kunkhu 

Mu-tima? 

!\-twiga 

26. 
lraiigi 

26a. Ki• 
umbugwe 

Kuli 

N-dakwi 

Mu-riaiigw 

J\I-:na 

Ku-tu; ma-tu 

Ya-i; ma-i 

N-jwu 

R-isw; m-isco 

N-gurirw 

l\fa.kuta 

Nani. Nanikw. 
M-sedia. 
Tata 

C.ala ; vy-ala 

Kau. 
\1-otw 

Somba 

1-gulu 

1-saki 

Kuku 

C-ura ; vy-ura 

Tuia 

L 2 

.. 
I 1.1, c- ,a 
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GROUP G: THE USAGARA-UGWGW LANGUAGES 

z3. English Dzalam(o) I z3 a. I 24 24 b. 24 c-g. 25. 26.Kami Kaguru and J Southern Gwg<&> IraiigiI 23 b. Ki,xutu Northern Sagara 26 a. Ki•� C- Ki-rugur� _:'agar� _I_ -------------�--um_b_u_gw_e_Iron ... C.uma C-uma
Solw or Di-solw; ma-Island ... 

Ivory ..• N-hembe M-hembeKnee .. . Vindi ; ma+ Funda ; ma+ Knife .. . M w-ele Mage. J\Iw-ere 
Lamba Lake 

Leg Di-gulu. Li•gulu; ma-
Leopard 
Lion 
Lips Magic ... Maize ..• 
Man ..• 
Man, vir. 
Meat Medicine Milk ... 
Monkey 

Ki,gonh(o); vi-
Duma ; ma+ 
Simba. h'•g(o)dwmi 
:.1 •l(o)m(o); miU-gaiiga Mu-hindi 
Umu-nhu, Jmu,nbu. Mu,nhu; wa•nhu Mu-lume. .!\1,bigalw 
Iny-ama 1-dawa:\la-bisi (?)

Moon . ..  .!\I w.ezi 
Mother Mamw 

Mountain ... Ki•lima 
Mouth :'11 •l(o)mw 

Duma 
Simba 
.!\ti-lwmw (pl.)U•gai'iga Ma•hindi 
i\lu-nhu; wa-nhu 
1\1-lume. ;\l-bigalw 
:-..y-ama :.lu-gwda M-ere, m•ele(ga n-ombe)
;\lw-edzi. M-lei'ige
Wenye, M-wenye.Mama.(1-ny(o) = va•'i1ta)cfong(o)

Nail (offinger Ifi•hombe; zi- N-hombe or toe) 
Name ... 

Navel. .. 
Tagwa or Tangwa, Di•tagwa D1,kuvu 

Twaga 
Kubfu. Ci-nena 

C-uma.Ci-boiigi.N-dopw
N-tbembwFigameruKi-magi.ffereza
I.Jamba.1-siwaM-gulu; mi-
Gui; ma+. Duma Nya.Jwpala. J-simba
1\1-lemw; miU-gaiiga 1-tama orU•tamai\lu,nhu
:'11-gwsi. J\1-lume 
Ny-ama :.\Iu.ti. l\1-gwda M-eli; ma-eli.(Ku-kama =11erb)Tumbili.Kimal\t w-ezi.1\1-leiigi. M-luiigaMaii, Waii.N•gina-,!\.yina-
Lu-kwil(o). 1-tunda; ma:\1-lwmw ; mi-
I-kombi.J-eraI-sina.1-tagwa
Tudiiw 

C-uma

M-gulu; mi-

l\tu.nhu; wa-. l\1u-lume 

.!\I u-l(o)m(o), M-dwmw
I-tagwa

C-uma

Lu-bali Gwse .!\lw-ere. Maje 
I-ramba
Mu-gulu ; mi-
N-sui.DumaSimba.Nya-lwpala. Nya-tuni Ma-lwmw U-waiMu-hindi
Mu-nhu or i\lu-ntu 
l\1u-dimi. Mu-gwsi. :,!.zererw Ny-ama 

M-eri
Gedifigwa 
Mw•ezi. M-lenge
Yaya orYiya 

I-tunda
Mu-lwm(o). Ku-mwa. i\Ia,laka Kombe. Zala 
I-tagwa
Mu-kuvu 

Lu-bvula. 1-sanyeiige
Ir-iwa 
Lw-hembe K-iru (26a)L-u.su ; ny•uru.L-ufyu;ny-ufyuLawa
Kulu; mi-ulu. J.gulu; ma-
Suwi 
Simba 
Ma-l(o)mw U-waiMu-hindi
::\lu-ntu; wa-ntu 
::\Iu-dimi. Mu,lume 

Taha 
M-lei'ige.Mw-eri
Ihyw, Iyw. Mawe (z6 a) 
Lulu 
Dida 
Ci-riri 
I-rina

... 

-·· 

... ... 



ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

23. English Dzalamw 
Neck .. . Night .. . 
Nose ... Oil palm Ox 
Paddle Palm wine, beer Parrot Penis ... Pig Pigeon Place ... Rain Rat Rhinoceros River ... 
Road Salt Shame Sheep .. . Shield .. . Shoulder Sister ... 
Skin ... Sk.y Slave ... 
Sleep ... . .. 
Smoke 

-----Singco? U-gwsiI-kilw.(Dziza
= darkness) M,hula 

N-ombe
N,hafi U-gimbi.Tembw.N-gemaM-bwlw.:\f w-aziM-tumbi.lfi,guluwe�-ziwaHa,nhu Im-vula M-huku.M-bewal\l,tupa; m1•Lu-anda
N,dzila. Ui-kond(.,) M-kele.Ny-humviKi-nyalaN-hond(.,)16) Ki-kidzw Yega: mi-ega Lumbu. Di-lumbu Kwembe U-lai'iga1\1,tumwa. :\1-fugwa. :\1-pinga 'i'C,tulw 
Di-e,>Si 

I �!�i I23 b. Ki-xuht 24-24 b. Kaguru and Northern Saga1aI 23c. Ki-ruguru j Sing(,) C-ir<». U-siku 
Sing(,) Kil(,), Cil(.,). (J ,u-isa darl:ness) Im-pula; zim-, M-pula; ma.\I-hula; zim-N-ombe.Sei'iga; ma+

U-gema. 1\1-baali. Temb(.,) Temua M-tumbi.:>:-ziwa. Huwa Ha-nhu :.\I-vula .\1-bewa Faru :\H\-tsanda, Ci-tsanda. Lu-anda N-zila!\lu-ny(.,) Ci-nyala N-b(.,)16).N-ondor(.,)N-gulumaYega; m-egaLumbu; ma+
Li-kwembe 
M,fugwa. .\1-tumwa. M-pinga 'i'U-tulw.Nong(.,).('<-dalw =slupine-p!au)Y-wsi

N-ombe,:'\-dafu
U-gema.v•gimbi
N-gume.N-guruwe�-jiwaHa-nhu, fla-ntu M-vulaM-buku:\f-phera; rnaLu•k(.,)loi'igw. Lu-anda N-gila:'1111-nyu S(.,)ni N-khwlw orX<»luN-gulaYega; ma+Lumbu
Li-kwembe? U-lai'iga.Vundel\[,fugwa

:\I •wsi or Vi-wsi 

24 c-g. Southern Sagara 
N-gwzi.�jiigwK-tr<» or C-1ru

M-pula :\I-pula 
N-ombe. N-ombeSenga; ma+.N-koi'iwlw

'.\,dziwa 
.\,f,vula 

Swni 
l\[ u-hadza ; wa•. Lumbu; ma+ 
l\1-fugwa. .M-phafigu 

Ma-lusw 
N-gubi:N-ziwa .\1a-bala l\I-vula . Tomya .\1-bewa 
Luenga. Kwloi'ig(.,). ;\l-ongw N-zira\fw-inu Swni N-kh(.,)lu.Nkor(.,)N-gula1-wega; maMw-elumbu
N-kuliVunde.\\'-alw :\I u-lelwa. .M-fugwa 
Sinzira 

L 
26.Iraiigi 26a. Kiumbugwe I-kingwU-ciku.Ny-wlw.(Ki-luilya =dar!.•ness)Saiti;ma-saiti. PulaPalaia. N-dafo.N-gombe1-rusw; ma-.Nywu

l\I-bw
Ha-ntu. :\la-hare ,\'l-bula Puku :\1-pera .i\Iu-vulw 
Sangasw S(.,)ni Mu-ndi 
Lumbu. '.\-dugwe 
l\l-terewa. :\1-rerwa . :\1-singa : wa·, l\1-tumba 

;. 
Gv w 

•• 

II 

"' 

"I ,, 

.. •• .. . 

.... 



English 

Snake ... 
Son, boy ... 

Song ... 
Spear ... Spirit, soul 
Star ... 
Stick ... 
Stone ... 

Stool 
Sun 
Tail Tear .. Testicles 
Thief .. . Thigh .. . Thing .. . 
Thorn .. . Tobacco To-day 
Toe 

To-morrow 
Tongue 

Tooth 
Town, village 
Tree ... 
Twins 
Urine ... 

GROUP G: THE USJ\GARA-liGWGW LA�GUAGES 1 47 

2-;- -1- �a.- -j- 24-24 b. IDzalamw Kami Kaguru and --1 24 c-g. Southern Sagara 
K-zwka
l\lw-ana. :\!-hale 

Lu-ila; ny-ila 
l\l-gwha 
Vm-oyw. ;vt.zimu. Irn-behw Tondw orN-hondw.N-hiluN-hwta;mi-khwta
Di-bwe; ma-bwe. U-bwe;gama-bweKi-gwda
Di-zuwa 
\l-khila Hwzi; ma+ Pumbu l\1-bavi Hadza; ma lki-nhu; ivi-nhul\Iw-iba Tumbaku Lelw 
C-anda.GumbaImi-tondw
Lu-limi; n-dimi
J-inw, Dy-inw;m-enw
Kayi(?). Ki-rambw ;\lu-biki, l\1-biki; mi(imi-) Vi-basa (pi.)

:\Ia-kwzw 

I 23 b. Ki-xutu I Northern I 23c. Ki-ruguru Sagara 
I __ - - -- --- --- ---

Zwka: ma+. N-zC1>ka 
M-soiigwlw.1\Tw-ana.Ka-bigalw,i\1-bigalw
Ci-gwma. Lu-imbw (i) ;\f.gwha Um-oyw. 

�j-wka or
1': y-wka. Fili. Ci-hililya :\lw-ana. C-ana.Ci-lume.;\1w-aniki

Lu-imbu; ma + 
Mu-guha Mu-zimu 

:\lw-ana. :\lu-dimi. Ki-soi'igwlw. K-ana; pt.tw-ana

Ki-dia Kinya-mkera :N-tondC1> :\Iy-erezi; zi + 1\-tondwe 
1-bika?:\1-biviri
1-bwe;ma-bwe
Ki-gwda, Ci-gwda Dzuwa 
:\lu-ing(I) Hwtsi; Illa 1-
:\lu-hizi 
Ci-i'ihu; vi-nhu:\lu-iwa
Lelw 
Ci-dwle ca m-gulu1-rubfi

I-bike ; ma-.M-phandw;111a-I-we or Di-bwe

Ci-gooda, Li-gwda I-jun
:\lu-se 1-swzi; ma-
:\[ u-hiji ; wa-1-hajaKi-ntu; vi-ntu
:\1-iia; mi-wa 1-kondiLelw 
X-dwle dyam-guluAu-siku.1-tondw1-limi or Lu-limi; Lu-limi (23 b) zin-dimi ormalu-limi. Lu-laka Dz,inw; m-enw, Inw, D-inw ; ma,zinw 111-enw.

Kaya or Kaye. Bu-lulu I-bike, Li-biki.1-bika (23 b) 

Gegw; mar 1-kaya
1-biki; ma-.:\lu-ti ; mi-ti
Pasa; ma-pas:i

1'-xwekw. l\lu-kwti 

1-swzi; ma-

Lelw, Di-lelw, Dya-lelw 
:\Ti-tondw 

I-dzinw;ma-zinw orm-enw
I-biki.M-gwda

;\fa,tunzi 

Zwka 

I 
_I 

l\lw-ana m-lume.Ki-zererw
U-imbw

26. Irai'igi 26a. Kiumbugwe 
Ny-wka 
!\lw-ana. Mu,tawana 

:\l-gC1>ba. 1-tari I-jimu ; ma-ML1-zimu M,oyw 
1\ y-eredzi. l\-tondwa 
1-biki.Kwmi 
1-bwe; ma-bwe

Ki-gwda 
1-dzua.:\lu-aswMu-ciTaWdzi
:\lu-iziC-imaKi-ntu; vi-ntu
:\lu-wa; m1-waKondeZuari
K1-dwle
:.I i-tondw.Ci-lawI.u-limi

lt:z-inw; m-enw
Kaya 
1-biki.Ki-biti
Hasa; ma-hasa ;\l a-tunzi 

�-tondwe 
;\l-rai'iga 
I-we; ma,we

C-wze.:\lw-asw
1\1-bia 
Ki-ntu; vi-ntu 
Tumbatu 1-sikw
Memba ra kulu Lu-vi. l\1-tondw Lu-wa 

L-inw; m-enw
Kaya 
l\lu-ti; mi-ti 

, .. 

.. . 

... 

. . , 

... 
... 



English 

Vein 

War 

Water 

Well, source 

White man 
Wife ... ,., 

Wind .. , 

Witch 

Witchcraft 

Woman 

Womb 

Wood (fire• 
wood) 

Yam ... .. . 
Year ... .. . 

Yesterday ... 

Zebra ... 

One 

Two 

Three ... 

Four 

Five 

Six 

Seven .. 

Eight .. . 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

23. 
Dzalamoo 

N-hondo.:i

Gama-zi 

Sima or 
1\1-sima 

M-zufigu
lm-wehe

Im-behw. 
Di-behw 

.;\Iu-hawi 

U-hawi.
U-gai'iga

'.\-1-ke.
Mw-ali.
'.\1-piiiga

Lu-pekw. 
N,gwdi 

Ki-gondo.:i ; vi
Umw-aka; 
imi-aka 

'.\ta-yw 

-monga.
Mo.:isi.
-mwe

•bili

•datu, -dathu

-ne

-thano.:i

Sita 

Saba. 
'.\f .fuiigate 

Nane 

23a. 
Kami 

23 b. Ki-xutu 
23c. Ki-ruguru 

N-bondw

i\Ta-tsi or 
J\fa.zi. 
Lu-lefiga; 
ma• 

Ci-sima 

M-zuiigu
M-wehe;
webe

U-bebw 

Mu-hawi 

\Vu-bawi 

J\fo.ke. 
::\i-pinga. 
1\1-twanzi 

N-g�i;
zin-g�i

Mw-aka. 
Ci-rimw 

I-g"'J..,

24-24 b.
Kaguru and 

Northern 
Sagara 

N-kundi

U-khondo.:i.
Lewa

Me-ji or '.\fa-ji

I-sima

Mu-zui'igu 
M-ke, '.\1u-ke.
::\1-cekulu

]\'I-phew 

'.\1u-sai, 
Mu-hai 

U-sai,
U-hai

'.\'1-veli.
j\fu.ke 

1-fii.
I-sambw

N-gwdi ; zin-.
Bilw

'.\lw-aka 

Li-gulu 

1\1-hunda m-lia M-punda. 
.N-jo.:iwe? 

Mc.>si? 
Mwe-iiga. 
,mwe 

-pili, -wiri, -ili,
-bili

-datu, -tatu

-nne, -ne

,thanoo, 
-sanw (23 b)

1\1-tanda.
l\I-tandatu
(23 b)

::\1-fuiigati

M-nane.
M-nana

•tnWe 

(Di-mwe). 
Mwsi 

-idi (Ka-idi).
-iii (K-eli).
ele (K-ele,
l'-ili)

-datu
(Ka-datu)

-ne (Ka-ne),
-nne

-sanw
(Ka-san"')

M-tandatu.
'.\l-tanda(24b)

M-fuiigati

'.\1-nana 

24c-g
j Southern

Sagara l 
26. 

Iraiigi 
26 a. Ki

umbugwe 

Ki-timba; vi-

l\Ia-dzi. 
Ma-lei'iga 

Ki-kwari; vi

U-lugu. 
Ma-feta 

'.\Ia-Iefiga 

Mu-zufigu 
l\I we-ha; we-ha. J\ 1 u-ke ; wa-ke. 

:'\I we-he. J\I-cekulu 
'.\Iu-ke. 
l\l-cekulu 

j\Ju-hai. 
Mu-gaiiga 

U,hai 

M-kodzi; wa-. Mu-ndu-mu-ke.
M-pinga. Mu-dala 

Nimi. 
I-sambw

N-gc.,di

Mw-aka 

Li-gulu. 
Di-gwlw 

Mc.>se. 
-mwe

•pili. -bili.
-ele

-datu, -tatu

-nne

-tanc.>.
-hanw (240)

::\1-tandatu

Nf.fufigati 

M-nana

Mw-aka 

J.g"'l"'

N•d"'ge. 
Ku-rira 

M"'se, 
Bc.>si. 
-moi'iga

•ijete ( '.\1 e-ijete,
Kc-ijete)

-datu
(Ka-datu)

-ni, -ne, -ena
(Ka-ne)

-han"'
(Ka-hanc.,)

M-tandatu,
-n-tadatu

'.\1-fufigati 

'.\Iu-nane, 
M-nana

I-�irira.
Mu-kifa

Feta.
::\f-kondc.,

Nua.
'.\Ia-ji

Ki-rimoye,>. 
Ki-riiikazc.> 

Mu-jufigu ; wa
Mu-ke; wa-ke 

Pehw 

Mu-ntu-mu-ke. 
).lu-iletu. 
).lu-hinja 

Nda 

Kiii 

Mw-aka 

1-jc.>

?\-dakwa ya 
i-sagi

Munce. 
-mofiga.
-mwe

-bili, -wiri

-tatu

-nne

Salia. 
-sanw

I-sasatu,
-sansatu

M-pungate,
),1-funga te

1-nane

r-4.S 

I I l ,~. 
G 'ta, 
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GROUP G: THE USAGARA-UGWGW LANG-CAGES 

English 

Nine 
Ten 
Eleven 
Twenty 
Thirty 
Forty ... 
Fifty ... 

Hundred ... 
Thousand ... 

�' 23. Dzalamw 

Kenda 
J\'l-lofigco. :.\lu-longw. Kumi M-lofigw na-mofiga:.\Ji-loiigwrni-bili.I�erini(Arab.)J\li-loi'igwmi-dathu\li-lofigw mi-neMi-lofigw mi-thanw
J\li-longw kumi 

23 a. - -1-24-24 b.Kami 
I 

Kaguru and \ 23b. Ki-xutu Northern 
123c. Ki-ruguru Sagara 
Kenda 
I-kumi
1-kumi na-mweJ\li-loiig(I)mi-ili ormi-wili
\Ii,loiig(I) mi,datu J\Ii-loi'igw rni-nne Mi-longw mi-thanw
I gana 

Kenda 
I-kumi
1-kumi nadi-mweJ\fa,kumima-irli, orma-iii, m-ele
l\fa-kumi ma,datu l\la-kumi ma-ne J\-la-kumi ma,sanw 
1-gana
Ki-dwle. :.\Ta,gana ma-kumi 

I, me, my ... Mia. Nene. Nene or A-nie. Anie. Ni-, N-. Niye. N-,'Ni-. -n•. -a-figu
N., Ni-. -nye, -neni. •n1•

1 
•n•. -ni•, -n-, 

Thou, thee,thy Gw ! Gwe, Gwcgwe. K'-,Ku-, U-. -ku-. -a-gw
-a-ngu -a-i'igu Gwege, Wege, Agwegwe. U •·or Agwee or -gwe. -ku•, Egwe. ·a-kw U-, Ku-, Keo-. 

He, him, his 

We, us, our 
Ye, you, your 

They, them, their 

-ku-, -a-kwYuyw, Heyw. Yuye, Uyu. Ka-, K-, Ye-, Ayu. Ya-, A-. Ka-, Ya-, A-. -m-, -mii-. ,m.. -a-ke, -a-ke, -a-ge -a-kweTwee, Atie, Hetwe,Twetwe. Tete.Tu-, T'-. Tu-, Ti-.•tu-. -c-tu -tu-, -ti-. -c-tuMwe or Amwce, Mwemwe. Hemwe, M-, Mii-. Mwemwe. -wa•. -e-nu Mu-.•WR•, -e-nyu,-e-nhu

Aye. Yuyu. Ka-, Yu-, Y-, A·. -yu. -m•,-mw-. -a-kwe.Ase.Ci,, C-.•Se. ·ci•, •C·.-e-tuAnyie. Mu•,M•. -nye. -wa-.-c-nu
Ww. Heww. Wa-,W'-. -wa-. -a-w

Waww. Wa-. Waw. Wa•. •WR•, -a•W(I), -aw. •WR·,-a•w

24 c-g. Southern SagRra 
J-kenda
I-kumi,1-cumi
Mi-lofigw rni-wili. J\li-loiig(,) mi-iiiMi-loiigwmi-datu\1i-lon.gc.) mi-nneJ'Vfi.Joiigc.:i mi-tan(,) or mi-ban(I)
I-gana.:.\li-loiigwcumi

25. Gwgc.:i 

1-kenda
I-kumi
1-kumi nari-moiiga?lla,kumime,ijcti
Ma-kumi ma-datu Ma-kumi ma-ne Ma-kumi ma-bane.). (:.\la-kumi ma-ntRdatu 
= 6o) 1-gana, J.jana

Nene. Ni•, N-. •lli•, •ll·.-a-iiguGwegwe, Gwe.U-,Ku-.-gwe. -u•,-ku,, -a-kco 

Yuyu, Ayn. Yu-, A-, Ka-, Ya-. ·Ill•, filU•,-a-kweSese, Se.Ci,, C-.-ase. -tu•.-e-tuAnye, Nyie.Mu-,M•.,nye. •WR·,-c-nu 
Aww, Wa•. •WR·, •a•WW
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26. lrafigi 26a. Ki, umbugwe 
M-cendR.KendaA-fundika.Kumi.Mu,roi'igwKumi na mwe
Ma-kumiawiri. Mi-roi'ig(,) i-wiri
Ma-kumi a-tatuMa-ll;umia-nnei\-fundika. Ka-hanw. Mi-roi'igc.> i-sanw
Gana; ma-gana 

Nene, Nanu. 
Ni-, N-, J•, •ll•, -ni-. -a-ne

Wewe, We.

u ..•kU•. -a•k(,)
Yeye, Iya. A-. ·Jn·,·filU·.-a•kwe
Susu. Tu-,Ti-. •tu-. -i•swe
Nyunyu. M-,Mi:i-. ?-w•. -i-nywe 
W c.)Wc.), W a-. •WR•, -a•c.>

1 (ls in the �1or/hen1 Su-11.ltili di,lleds, bu•, the imfcrsonal prono111i11al p,11/icle, may take the pl,ue o.f all)' pro•noun III the 11om111,1/ive case be.fore verbs. 

... 

. .. 



English 
All This, these 

That, those 
That, those, yonder 

Bad 
Black ... Female 
Fierce, sharp, bitter Good . .
Great ... Little .. 
Long 
Male 
Old 
Red 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF llANTU LANGUAGES 

23. Dzalamc., 
-ose-nw (yu-nw,wa-nc.,, &>c.)

•(l) (He-w, he-yw; he-ww; .S...,c.) -dya(i\-idya;aw-adya;
a-iidya;a-idya;a-didya;a-gadya;a-kidya;a-vidya;a-id ya;a-zidya;a-ludya;a-iidya;a-kudya;a-had ya) 

,i-ha. -i-hilc-hitu or fita
•ke

•kali
•Dc.,ga
•kulu·C:c.xlw
·n•hali, •hali.-tali-lume
,kulu. -daJa.-vyele•duiihwu

23 a. I 24-24 b.Kami Kaguru and 23b. Ki-xutu Korthern 
24 c-g. Southern Sagara 23c. Ki-rugur� Sagara

------- -- -------ose -ose•Ile., (yu-nw; A-yu; wa-wa ; wa-nw; gu-nc., a•U; a-i; a-Ii ;or u-nw · i-11c.> · a-ga, a-ya; Ii-ow or'di-nc.>; a-ci ; a-vi : ga-nw � ci-nw; a-i; a-zi; a-lu; ti-nw, pti-nc.,, a-u ; a-ku ; m·v1-11w; i-nw; ba-ha zi-ow; lu-nw ; ll•Dw ; ku•Dw; ha-nw; lllll•D<ll) 
Hu-u; hi-ci; hi-pfi; 6..,c. 
-ja (Yu-ja orayu-ja ; wa-ja, awa•ja; C.",·.)
-da (z3 b)

-i-ha
-titu
-ke.-gwle1\1-buguma.•kali
-nwga.,gwya-kuru·dwdc.,
,tali 
-lume (dumel.-beberu·vele
-duii.hu

•De.> (Yu-nw; wa-nw; 6 ...... ,.) 
•W (Yuyw;waww; uw;iyw; didw;gage.,; .S,vc.)
-dia (yu-dia,wa-dia, C:."c.)

-e-ha

-titu
-ke.•gwle.:\1-buguma-khali
-nwga.•swamu-kulu•dwdw.•ngeke•tali
-lume.•gwsi•gwsi.-data
-domyc.,

-bi

•kali
-swamu
-dwdw.-ana

l Tire /,1/lcr jornu au: so111< •••hal sufj,osil.'t:w,.

-oseYuyu; ha-wa;hu•w; hi•i;lidi; gaga;cici; vivi;hi-i ; zizi;lulu; hu-u;kuku; ha-ha

Yu-ria; wa-ria; U-ria : i-ria;ri-ria; ga-ria;ci-ria; n-ria ;i-ria; zi-ria;ru-ria ; u-ria ;ku-ria; ha-ria

-e-ha. -bi
-titu. -iru-cekulu, -ce
-kali
-swamu
-kulu•dc.>dw
•tari
•Iii me.
-gwsi

-dunkhu.-ttunu

26. Irafigi 26a. Kiumbugwe 
-wzi, •wse-nw ( w-nw, •De.>,

c.~c.) 
Hu-ii or nhu-ii;ha-wa t1ruha-wa;
hu-ii or nhii-ii;hi-i or nhi-i ;hi-1 i, &·c.;ha-ya, 0'.-. ;hi-ki, h1-vi,&c.

U-re or uo-re ;wa-re tJrna\\ a-re ; u-reor uc-re ; i-reor ue-re; ri-reor na-l'ire;ya-re ,,rDaya-re, G"•·'

•e-ha, we-ha.-kakw-irn-ke
Adalawa. -kare•bwha
,kulu -dudia
-leha.-tali,lume
-wzi (�I w-wzi)or -wsi(:\1-wsi)cre,fikundu

__ L_I _ 

. ' 
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English 

GROUP G: THE USAGARA-UGWGW LANGUAGES J 5 l 

23. - I -23--;: 1 2�-24 b.--
I
- -;c_;,-

Dzalamoo Kami I Kaguru and Southern 
I 23b. K1-xutu ::--lorthern I Saga1·a 

--�--
1
--:z- -

Googe.:, 
I 

Irangi 26a. Ki, umbugwe
-------

2 3 c. Ki-ruguru I Sagara I __ _ 
Rotten Short .. .Sick .. .White .. .

Above, up, ontop Before 

Behind 

Below, downFar 
Here ... 
In, inside ... 

Middle 

Near ... Outside Plenty, many 
There ... 

Where? 

No! 
Not (witlt 7•erl>,as f>rtji.r, infix, or suffe.1:) 

To ,, beat 
,, buy, sell,, come 

,, cut ,, dance,. die ... ,, eat ,, give 

-guhi -tamu-zelu 

u-cana ya
Ku-lofigwzi ya

Ku-cugu kwa-.Ki-soogw ca 
Ha-si Ku-tali

-gata-guhi -tamu-zeru 

U-canya
Ku-longoozi. Ku-mwandi(23 b) 
Ku-cugu, Ku-cisoogoo
Ha-si Ku-tali

A-ha, A-hanoo. A-ha, A-banw.Baha Baba, Bahw 

-dwda-guhi -tamu -eru, -jeru

Ku-can, a.Ku-Jaiiga Ya-longwla 

Ku-nyuma 

Ha-si Ku-vali,Ku-haliBaha 
Mumw. Mu-na, Mu, Moo. Mu-, -nda-ni.l\I-ua. ::\lg-ati. Muna, Mumoo. Ku-nda-ni M-lc,M-Ii. 
Ku-gati. lla-gati

l\1u-gali -gati ( Ku-gati, lla-gatilla-gati) 

Can ya. C-langa Ku-mwandoo

Ku-mbele. Ku-cisoogoo
Ha-si, Ha-nhiKu-tali. Aku-la 

Eehibebi Behi Bebi Ku-nze ya Ku-nse. Ha-nse Ku-nje Hw-andoo. -ii'igi. N-hani Lu-ganw.-ii'igi. N-hani -mi:w 

Behi 
-iigi. -ngi

Ku.kw, A-haja, A-kuja. Kudia. Ku-kudya. Bahw A-kunoo,\-badya A-hi? Kwahi? 
Buie: 

Kuli-hi? ::\lw-ani? Kw-ani? Buie! Sibfw !

Hooki? 

Ndawa ! 
Si-. hu-, ha• Si. Si-, bu•, Si-. -si•.(hatu, ha-m-, ha•, ..:;,~,. Khali• ha-w.1). Inali Si-ku 
Ku--twwa
-gula -eza, -iza, -idza, -v1ka
-kanha
.fa -ja. ,dya, -la -cnka, -ii\ka.,gwlda 

Ku--twa
-gula -lawa. -iza(-izoo ! = 

�-(lllle /) -tema
-fa -dya ,inka, -iii ha. ,gwlcla, -ga

Ku-•twa. -halika-gula -id za, -isa.-lawa 
-tema. -senga•Vina .fa -dia -inka

Ku-•twa. •koopa,-kooba -gula -idza 

-imbi-fupi -tamwa -eru, -zeru,-geru 

C!1nya, Ku-canya Ku-mwandi

Ku-mbele, Ku-nyunrn, Ku-mgoiig(j)lla-si Ku-tali. PirimuHa-ha 
Mu-

Ku-fanika.Ku-gati. Tu-rika Behi. KariasiKu-nze •nji (Mc-nji)
Kuria.Kukc.,
Li-kwi? Cili-kwi?
Noo! Ncina !Asima! Si-

Ku• •katoowa.•toowa •gula 
•za, -zala

-tema -dawala•fwa -ria •Soola 1>r -kaswla. -pa. -pera

,vira ,kuhi -lwala. -lw.::iye -eru 

M-weri. Ku-t6liti?Mbele. Mhlle
Nyuma.Sigya 
Aha-si Ko-le, Ku-le.Uxu-ata A-ha. A-hw ?Mu-. -mu, -i.::\1-beri
Ku-gati? 

Bebi Ki-werwi •oozi? •llltlllOO
•ookoo. Pare

Ha-i?

Nw!
Si-. •Si•.Ku-leka

Ku·wma
•oola•ja 

-tema. •kera,vija? 
,rya-ha 

. ,. .. ' 
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English 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABUJ ,ARIES 

23. 23a. I Dzalamw I Kami 
23c. Ki-ruguru I 

24-24 b.Kaguruand Korthern Sagara 

OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

----

24 c-g. 25. 26.Southern Gwgw IraiigiSagara 26 a. Ki-umbugwe
----�---

_I 23b. Ki-xutu 

To Ku- Ku- Ku- Ku- Ku- Ku-" go ..• -genda. -genda. -luta. -luta •jenda -eta, -ita.

,, kill 

,, know 
,, laugh ,, leave off, cease ,, love, want 
,, see ,, sit, remain, abide ,, sleep ... 

,, stand, stop be erect ,, steal 

-cwla -ka •genda.-tamba
(travel) -kwma -kwma -kwma -kwpwle,•pwla.-nefiga•Jnanya. -jua. -manya -manya -zua-tanga ·seka -seka-leka. -leka -leka -reka-asa-londa -londa. •enda -wenda.-tc.>gwla •Saka-ona. -lwla -ona. -lwla .Janga •Wwna-kala, -sigala -kala -kala, -sigala -ikala •kala

-basa, -wasa. -gc.ma •gwna. -gwna-gwna -sisila-ima. -ima -ima -wima, -ima-gwlwka-iba -iba -hija -hidza

PREFIXES J\::--JD CONCORDS IN KI-DZALAMW 
I'reprefixes present in a specially demonstrative or pronomin:ll sense. 

-tamanya.-tiimba
(trm•cl) -hwla

-manya.-tanga-seka•reka
-enda.•Saka•wna-ikala
-lala
-ima
-iva

Class 1. Um•, Mu•, M-, Imu•, Im-(m, umu, yu-, y-, i-) ; 2. Wa-, Iwa• (wa) ; 3. Um-, M• (umu-, m-, u 1) ; 4. Imi•, Mi- (imi-, i); 5. -, Di• (di, j); 6. Gama-, Ma• (ma-, ga); 7. Iki•, Ki• (ki, c'); 8. lvi•,Vi• (,·i, b\'i); 9. In· (Im•), N• (M·), N•, Ny• (n-, n-, ny-, i); 10. Dzi., Zi•, In• (Im•), N•, ff., Ny• (dzior zi, n-, ny-); 11. Lu• (lu); 12. (wanting); 13. (wanting. Ki• replaces Ka• as diminutt\'e); 14. u. (u);
15. Ku•, Gu- (ku); 16. Ha•, Ba• (ha, ba); 17. Mu- (mu, m).

PREFIXES, &c., I!\ KAl'lll AND XUTU 
Ko preprefixes except in Class 3.

Class I. Mu•, M• (m, mu, gu-, u-, ka-); 2. Wa- (wa); 3. Umu•, Mu•, M- (m•, mi:i-, nw-, u); 4. Mi• (mi-, y-, gi, i) ; 5. -, Li•, Di•, I·, Zl• (Ii, di, I', j'); 6. Ma• (ma-, ga, g'); 7. Ci•, Ki•, C'- (kt, ci, c') ; 8. Fi• or Pfi-, F'· (fi, f'); 9. -, N• (M•), ff.(-, n- (m•), n·, i) (pl. somctin,es, Class 6); 10. -, Zi•, N- (M•), ff., Ny• (zi, z', n•, ny'-); I l. Lu• (lu) (jJl. Classes 10, 4, and 6); 12. missing; 13. (missing, except in Xutunumerals); 14. U· (u) (pl. same as Class 4); 1;. Ku•, Gu• (ku); 16. Ha•, Ba- (ha, ba); 17. Mu- (as preposition only). 
1 A. Worms (see Biblit>_trmPl1y) a/s<1.f;ivesdi• as aco11-ord fur t/u 3nl Class with ,1 plw,1/ mi•; perhaps by wnfusion wit/1 l/1e 111�it111rnlafiPeS mi- and di• (�o. 5). 

.... 

... 

,,. 
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GROUP G: THE USAGARA-UGWGW LANGUAGES 

PREFIXES, &c., IN SAGARA DIALECTS 

(Slight trace of preprefixcs in No. 5.) 

Class r. Mu•, M- (mii, m, yu-, u-); 2 .  Wa- (wa); 3. M-, Mu- (mu-, m-, u); 4. Mi- (mi-, i); 
5. -, 1., Igi•, lzi-, Zi-, Di• (di, Ii) ; 6. Ma. (ma-, ga); 7. Ki,, Ci-, C'· (ki, ci, c'); 8. Vi, (vi); 9. -,
N- (M•), N- (n-, i) (pl. sometimes, Class 6); 10. Zi-, N, (M•), ff., Ny-, S'., Siny'• (zi, u); 11. Lu, (Ju-)
(pl. C!.isses 6 and 10); r2. missing; 13. missing, except in numerals; 14. u. (u); 15. Ku. (ku);
16. Ha-, Ba• (ha, ba-); 17. Mu- (mu-).

PREFIXES, &c., IN GWGW 

No pre prefixes. 

Class 1. Mu-, M- (mu, m, u-, yu-); 2. Wa- (wa); 3. Mu-, M- (m-, mu-, u); 4. Mi- (mi-, i-); 
5. -, I-, Zi•, Li- (Ii, di, ri); 6. Ma- (ma-, ga); 7. Ki-, Ci- (ki, ci); 8. Vi- (vi); 9. -, N• (M·), ff., Ny
(n-, i); 10. -, N• (M•), ff., Ny• (n-, zi, z') ; 1 r. Lu• (lu); 12. missing; 13. (in numerals only); 14. U·
(u); 15. Ku- (ku); 16. Ha- (ha); 17. Mu- (as preposition only).

PREFIXES, &c., IK IRAffGI 

�o preprcfixcs except in No. 5. 

Class 1. Mu-, Mw•, M- (m, mu, u-); 2. Wa- (wa); 3. Mu-, Moo-, M, (m-, mu-, u) ; 4. Mi• (mi-, 
i); 5. Iri-, R·, I·, - (r', ri, i); 6. Ma- (ma-, ya, a); 7. Ki•, Ci•, C'· (ki, c'); 8. Vi- (vi); 9. -, N. 
(M-), N-, Ny• (n-, i); 10. -, N• (M·), ff., Ny- (n-, j', ji); I I. Lu-, Lw· (lu); 12. (missing); r 3. Ka- (ka); 
r 4. U- (u); 15. Ku•, Kw- (ku); 16. Ha-, Pa- (ha, pa); I 7. Mu- (preposition) (-mu, -i shortened from -ni). 

23. Dzalamoo is spoken in Uzaramw, between the Upper Kifigani and the Lower Rufiji rivers.
23 a. Kami, 23 b. Ki-:x:utu, and 23 c. Ki-ruguru arc spoken in Ukami, immediately west of the

Middle Kifigani river, north-west of Uzaram(I) and south of uzigula (u zeguha). Ki-:x:utu is the southern 
dialect of Kikami and is spoken in the basin of the Upper Kidunda-Kii\gani. Ki-ruguru is the speech 
of Uluguru, west of Uzaramw. 

24-24 b. Kaguru and Northern Sagara. These dialects are spoken in northern Usagara in
the basin of the Upper \Vami (Rubehco), east of Ugwgw and w��l of Uligula, excluding Uluguru. 

2-t c~ g. Southern Sagara dialects are spoken in south and south-cast Usagara, south of the Upper
Wami river and north of the Ruaha. The Ngwila dialect is probably spoken south of the Ruaha opposite 
the :,.; dunda territory. 

25. Gwgw is spoken in Ugwgrn, west of Usagara, cast of Itumba and Unyamwezi, south of Nyaturu
and Sandawi. 

26. lrangi is spoken in lrangi and l3urufigi, north of Ugwgw in the north-eastern basin of the nubu
river. The Ki-umbugwe dialect is spoken in an isolated p,1tch (Umbugwe) immediately south of Lake 
Manyaia, 3° 45' to 4° South latitude. 



GROUP H 

THE UPPER RUFIJI LAKGUAGES 27. Hehe
28. Poogoroo and Mahefige 29. Safigoo (Rori, Safwa)30. Bena 3r. Gangi and 3r a. Bufiga 

GROUP I

THE LOvVER RUFIJI-RUVUMA LANGUAGES 32. Ki-matumbi 32 a. Ki-ndefigerekoo 
----- -- --- -------

l 27
. English Hehe 

---- -Adze ..• Animal, wild beast Ant 
Ant, white (termite) Ape (chim-panzi or �orilla) Arm ... 
Arrow 

Nemoo Ky-ama. Li-kookoo, •nookco:N'y-arafu.Sisina.Nya-kongoo.1-nemi;m.1•ten1iLu-huwa; ny-uhwa. l.u-mehe
Li-wookco · mi-wook�
Lu-dibuloo. Ki-Sc.>nyoo. (\lw-ifwa = nrrow-hl'ad) 

28. Foogorc.> anrl l\Iaheiige 
Ky-ama 
Salafu. Suiigu. :\1-ce; wam-ce. :N'am-tuta Sua; wa-sua 
Li-c.>koo 
M,sale. Li-wanco 

Axe ... Vega. Nemoo. Li•wagw 
Baboon 
Back ... 
Banana Beard ... Bee Belly ... 
Bird ... 

Li-huka. Lt-gimirw Li-puma or '.\1•iima. 1-kabiyaM u-goiigoo.Lu-ngataKi-kwc.,. 1-nc.,wc., Nuza. N-defuN-zukiLi-reme or 1-lemi;ma-leme.J.u-fu.L"•tumbooN-dege,Ka-dege. l\y-uni 

E-yani 
N-gongw.M-bere,Cim-bercN-kc.,u;Ziti•kc.>llLu-lcfuX-juki!\f-tima. L"-tumb<.0 
M-poiigco

2(). San.goo (Rori and Safwa) 
Ky-ama 

Gu-vooxoo, J\fu-wookc.> or M •c.>koo ; pl. ma-wookc.> Mu-sari; mi-sari
N,hemu: ma-temu 
Mu-gofigoo 
N-khw
Jn-yusi U-tumbu,I-tumbu
Iny-uni 

30. Bena 

�y-ama 

Mu-wookc.> 

i\l,goiigw 

1-nda;�yi•nda
Ny-uni; ma+

32 h. Ki-rufiji 31. Gangi 31 a. Buiiga 

:\T-wookoo 

:\1-goii.gw 

Ku-tumboo; ma-. Yi-nda; map-nda (31 a) N"-dege. Degi (31 a) 

32. Ki•matumbi 32 a. Ki-ndeiigerekw 
M-basc.>?N-desc.>!'\-yama; ma+.L i-kc.,k<.0Lu-pamba; m-pamba. Lu-aiia-ala afigal:. ' Meya: mi-meyaLu-nyaunyau. L1-nenena 
Lu-bwkc., 
�n-ale ( .\I w-ale) ; pl. mi-aleLi-wage., ; ma• 
Li-yani; ma-yani Pa-snnja 
N-gc.,boo;ma-kc.,bc., Lu-leu, r>;-deu,Ki-leu !\-yuci ?, U-yutsiN-dumbw
Ki-yttni ; pt.1-yuni

..... ..... - !r 

... , 

1-, i:-r ■ 



GROUPS TI AND I: UPPER RUFIJI AND LOWER RUFJJI-RuVCMA LANGUAGES 155

English 

Blood ... 
Body •.. 
Bone ... 
Borassus palm 
Bow ... 
Bowels 
Brains 
Breast(man's) 
Breast (woman's) Brother 

Buffalo 
Bull ... 
Buttocks Canoe .. 
Cat 
Charcoal Chief .. 
Child ... 

Cloth .. . 
Cold .. . 

Country 
Cow ... 

27. Hehe 

Danda 
:Mu-vile 
Li-zege or Ki-sege 
A-zima.Ki-dibulc.,I-nda.Lu-tum bu;n-umbu\\'-c.,sc.,la.\Y-ongoiigc.,i,la-mbaga.Ki-ki:ia (=in

beasts)J,wele, I-were;ma-wele1\1-nuiiuna.:,,1 w ana-kw-etu Lum bu-lie. :-.1-loiigc., (ti re/,1/io11) !\1-bc.,gc.,. Sikirw � Nambakwa 
I i-dakc., Ci-lye.,. 1-windi.Ki-pc.,gc.,Li-paka.Nyau
Kala; ma+ Mu-twa. \f .temi M-lugu\I w-ana.C-ali

l\Iw-enda 
Iii-gala. Sisimc.> Jn-nyi, L-nyi 
\1-buguma. Senga 

28. Pc.>gorc.> and Maheiige 
l\lu-azi 
l\-cimba 
Ci-fupa. Ci-hondc., 1\1,kc.,ma 
U-pindi
\"yamu-nda. Ci-seke. Lu-kutu W-ongc.,
Ci-fua 
J\la-wele 
J\1-haca (also 
sister) 

�y-ati. \l-bc.,gc., \1-poiigc., 
Li-take., ; ma\\' .ate.>, 111-atc.> 
N-kanc.>.Siuzi
\la-kala 1\1-tua. \1-koni 
\[w-ana 

N-guc.,
l\fa-hundi 
\1-lima 
Ng-ombe e-kolc.,

29. Saiigw 
(Rori rmd Safwa) 

J\Tu-wili. c;u.vili (pl.ma-viii ?J 

Ki-wuta 

Ki-fula; fi-
J,wele; ma.
Lu-kc.,Jc.,. ;\( u-nuniina 

1-kida; ma-.Khambaku
Ru-watc.> 
Lu,pakn; pl. 111111-aka "' mi-baka

:\fw-ana. :\I w-aini,i. (1\lu-hinja = d,wg/1/t-r. C-ana = son)\lw-enda
Mm-ehc.,o,· l\f m-epc., 1-nhi
M,buguma 

30.Bena 

Mu-niiniina; wa-

31. 

31 a. BuiigaI Gangi. 32. Ki-matumbi 
32a. Ki-ndefigerekc.> 

----

\T.gc.,lc., orM-kulu.\I u-nuriiina(31 a)

l\I w-ai, l\li-ai (\I i-azi) Y-ega
Ki-upa 
N-nala;mi-lalaM-pinde;mi-pindeLi-tumbtt
Bw-ongo 
Ki-uba, l'aki-uba 
l\fa-bele 
Nuna 

Kj-ati 
1-senga i-lume 1-seiiga i-lume.

\1-nyac., 

\Iw,ana 

I-sengan-dala

N-omben•dumi (31 a)

\fw-ana. M-fwana (31 a)(set· 7. 11/u)

Li•yc.>me. Nyau 
Yumbe, Jumbe. 1\1-pindc., :\'fw-ana; b•ana. A-lau
N-guboo;,na-gubc.,-ima
Nima. Ki-lam be., N-ombetn•pinga.I-sei'igam-piiiga.N-ombem-kabanc.,(31 a)

.-------
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Fish 
Foot ... 

Forest 

Fowl 

Frog 

Ghost .. 

Giraffe 

Girl, maiden 

Goat ... •.. 

,, (he) ... 

,, (she) ... 

God ... ... 

Grandparent 

Grass ... 

Ground 

Ground-nut 

Guinea-fowl 

Gun 
Hair 

Hand ... 

Head ... 

17" 

1-zwi. Somba Somba
M-gulu. Li-gulu. 
Lw-ahw; Lu-sayu 
m-ahw nr
nz-ahw

Li-kungu.
Li-hala.
J\1-hulu.
M-situ

N-guku;
Temba

U-punguti.
(Lu-hwle =
lllllforesl.)
M-bagu

N-kuku

C-ura, Ki-iila Nama-nywma

Lu-he. I-ii.ala. E-hwka; 
1-swka M-oyw

N-dunduru nr
N-i1ndulu

Mu-hinza.
Mw-aruka

;,,f.ene or 
M-eeni.
Ki-pene

BoiiJw or
Pongc.> 

Mu-hiiiga. 
l\lw-ali. 
M-cengu

;-.1.buzi.
M-ene

M-poi'igw

N-swi
l\f-gulu

Mw-ihaka 

N-guku

Im-heni ; pl. 
zim-. Or

M-peeni,
M-meni

I-pongc.>

Lwgwta J\1-buzi c-kolc.) Lwgwta 

N-gulwi.
\1u-lufigu 

Kuku. 
Pape 

Li-swli. 
Ma-hamba 

N-nyi.
Lu-haiiga.
U-longw

Li-ngwgw. 
Li-ngalai'iga. 
N-zugu

Nai'iga llr 
N-gaiiga; pl.
ma-kanga

Hute
Fwili, Fwiri

1-ganza

Mii-twe, 
Mu-tiiwe 

M-lui'igu ; pl.
wam-luiigu 

M-buzi

Lu-tundhu; 
tundbu 

N-tambu.
Mu-hanga.
Pa-zi

Li-rawi

Khaiiga 

Huti 
Vuiri 

Li-wkw. 
Ci-gaza 

M-tui

;\fo-lungu. 
N-rui,
N-giiriii

Li-xanga 

Im-fuile; pl. 
same or 
zim-fuile 

Umu•wwkc.); 
ama-. Jli. 
ganja; ama

Umu-thwe; 
imi-

30. 

Bena 

M-gulu

Mu-hinza, 
Ki-hinza 

M-buzi

Pong(,) 

M-buguma

).fo.lungu. 
N-guluwe

Lu-vuile 

Mu-wwkc.> 

Kumu-twe; 
mamu-

31. 
Gangi 

31 a. Bui'iga 

l\1-gulu 

N-guku

Ci-gc.)li. 
Mu-hinza 

M-peeni.
:\f-buhi; ma
(31 a) 

I-vulata.
M-buhi
m-lume (31 a)

M-buguma.
M-buhi
m-kahanw
(31 a)

;o.1u-luiigu 

Lu-vuile; 
m-vuile

Mu•wc.>kw. 
l\J-kc.>nw(31 a) 

Kumu-twe;ma-. 
Ci-mundila; 
vi- (31 a)

32. 
Ki-matumbi 

32a. Ki
ndeiigerekw 

Omba; ma
Lu-gulu. 

Lu-aye.> (sole) 

Mw-itu. 
Mi-tela 

N-guku

Ky-ula; pl. 
y-ula

M-minja;
ab-inja or
a-inja

M-bui

N-nuiigu

U-kulu.
(M-buya =
grandmotlter)

Ma-nyei

U-twpi?

N-tesa.
Li-ywbe

Li-kai'iga 

Kwlwpindc.> 
Ny-wili 

Lu-bc.>koo. 
Ki-ganja 

M-twe;
m1-twe

M 

l,1 1t1h l f 

... 

... 

... 



ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

Heart ... Heel Hide 
Hill 

Numbula. Mu-tima Ki-singanw N-gii'igw
Lu-tanana 

M-oywCi-1<o>kiinw Lu-kuli N-kwembi
Ci-gongw. I-tundaCi-dugudugu Hippopotamus Fuw. Lumondw. I-tumondw Huhu. N-dwmondwHoe ... 1-gimirw C-uka. I-kumburu

Honey Horn .. . House .. 
Hunger Husband 
Hyena 
Iron ... 
Island Ivory .. . Knee .. . Knife .. . 
Lake Leg Leopard Lion ... Lips .. . Magic .. . Maize .. . 

W-ukiLu-pembe
E-hukaN-juki!\Ia-gwli (pl.)t,;'y-anda. Cuw K-umba 

(small hut). Kai. Ny-umba. Tembe. 1-jumbeN'-sala. N-jala;\lu-saleJ\Iny-ikwzi.:.Iuii-gwzi
Sakaiiga 
(spotted). Fifi (striped).N-segiimbiC-uma;fy-uma.Ki-umaKi-guiiguliLu-pembe; m-embe

:\1-twte 
(spotted). :\1-duba, M-dula
(striped) C-uma

Ci-jinci. E-guiiguliN-tembw Li-fugamilw or Lu-niiiigiiniil-fugamirwI-mage,Li-mage1-temela.
Ci-mage. Ci-fimbw. Ci-himbe Li-tanda 

1-tembi,Tembe.Iri-tembe
Jeiixa (?) ln-zala 
Fisi, N .fisi 
C-uma orCi-cumaIri-siwa
Magi 
I-lamba.Mu-tandaM-gulu, Iny-anjaLu-kwnwkwnw. M-guru Li-gulu Ki-duma Ny-alopala 1\1-lwmw V-hawi.Ma-zabeli or!\Ia-sebere 

Li-ondw Duma Simba Li-rwmw U-gaiigaMa-jani 
Duma 1\y-alopala 
Ma-jaberi 

1-jumbi ; ma-

C-uma

l-tunda

N-anda.I-henge; ma(3 r a)

C-uma

1\1-guht 

1 
3
2. 

Ki-matumbi 32a. Ki• ndeiigerekw 
-----:\I-oyw. M-timaKi-iiginw N-gwi.Li-king(>).Li-sambaraKi-tumbiKi-bongc.>. N-dc.>mondc.>Li-jembe; ma-. Li-gela ; ma-. B-iisiLi-peiiga. Lu-pembe!';y-umba.Liy-umba.(Ki-umba =
n,·,t.) i\tm-ambe; mi-bambeN-jaraN-cengc.>;a-cengw.Na-lume;ana-lumeN-twte

Kij-uma; y-umaKi-silwa Lu-pembe; m-bembeLi-yuwa;ma-yuwaKi-imbe.Lu-embeLi-tanda Lu-gulu. Lu-koiigOJnu Ki-ubi M Ubi lmba :\lu-kanw; mi(Ku-lwga =IO 
bewitch) l\la-rombe 

l :!I 
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English 
27. 

Hebe 

--

Man ... .. . ;\fo,nu, 
Mu-nhu; 
wa-nhu, 
wa-nu 

Man, vir. 1\1.goozi. 
l\[u,waha 

Meat ... Ny-ama 
Medicine Mu-gwda 

Milk ... Li-ziwa 
Monkey N-gedege or

N-kedeke
Moon ... Mw-ezi.

M-leiige.
M-koomi

Mother Yoowa, Yuwe. 
Ngina or
Nina. 

Mountain ... 
Nyoo-kro 

Ki-dunda 

Mouth l\I u-loomoo 
Nail (offinger 
or toe) 

Lu-nyoowe. 
l\ ro-neroo ; 
ti,>-neroo 

Name ... Li-tawa 
Navel. .. Lu-duiigu 

Neck ... Siiigoo. 
Ki,swgw 

Night ... K-ilw, 
l'a-kiloo

Nose �1-iila 

0Jt Gida. 
Seiiga. 
N-azoo

Paddle l\lu-tera 
Palm win�',' U,gimbco 
beer 

Parrot Li-tui 
Penis ... Ki-dondco 
Pig N-gubi
Pigeon N-gunda.

N-siwa

28. 29.
Poogoroo and Sangoo 

Mahefige (Rori and
Safwa) 

Mu,ndhu Mu.nhu. 
Umu-nhu; 
aba-, awa-

M,palu Umu-gcozi 

Ky-ama 
M-goota.

i\1-tera 
Ny-ama 

Ma,ziwa. 
Ma-wele 

Tu-piyco 
Ka-biri. 
E-ripa

Mu-ezi Mw-ezi 

Maoo. Yuwa. 
Unoo-kw. Nine-sw 
Unoo-kwe 

Lu-goiigoo; pl. Dunda or
iioiigoo Ki-dunda ; vi-

Ci-kanua. Mu-loomoo 
M-loomoo Ru-miroo 

N-konci

L-ina. J-tagwa; ma-
Li-tahco 

N-kufu.
(Lu-komba =
sfnng) 

Siiigw 
C-iru. Pak-irw. 
Pac-irn Lu-siku 

M-pula Im-pula; z1m-

N-koiiooloo. N-ombe
Masai (Arab.).
N-ombe

N-kavi Ru-xafi 
U-jimbi

M-bwloo
:N'-tum bi 
N-gundi.

J\"-ciwa, 
N,dziwa 

30. 31. 32. 
Bena Gangi Ki.matumbi 

31 a. Bui'iga 32a. Ki• 
ndefigerekco 

Mu,nhu; wa- Mu,nhu; Mu-ndu; 
wa-nhu. ba-ndu. 
Mu-ndu (31 a) Mu-analume 

Ny-ama Ny-ama 

N-cefigoo =
Jmsband; 
a-ceiigoo (pl.)

Ny-ama 
N-tela; mi-.

N,tende. 
Li-poo�oo 

Li-bele 
N-dumblli.
Ki-tumbili. 

1\1-leiige Mw-edzi. 
N-jei 

Mw-ei. 
M-leiige (31 a) Lw-ei

Yuawa Mama. Mau. Ki-mau. 
Mau (31 a) Nyo,figw 

Ki-tum bi. 
Li-tumbi; 
ma-tumbi 

Mu-loomoo 11u-lcomoo N-kanoo

Ki-ooboo; 
y,oobco 

I-tagwa L-ina;
mal-ina 

Ki-kii 

Ki-koi. 
Iiig(I) 

K-ilw.
(Pali-bendoo = 

dar/.ness) 
M-pula M-pula. M-puloo;

Lu-pepela ma,pulw. 
(31 a) Li-puloo ; ma•

N-ombe 1-seiiga.
N-ombe (31 a)

U-wimbi
N-gwalu;
ma-kwalu 

N-gube;
ma-gube 

N-dutu

M Z 

... 

.. 
... 

.. , 

., 
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160 ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

--
27. 

I
:!8. 29. 30. 31. 

English Hehe Pc.ogor(I) and Saiigw Bena Gangi 
Mabei'ige (Rori and 31 a. Buiiga 

I Safwa) 
-- --

Place ... Panc.o. 
Ki-wuiigu 

Pa-kaya, 
U-kaya.
Pantu

Rain K-dc.onya.
Ifugu.

1-vula K-hc.onya

Twnya
Rat M-buku. M-beya,

M-bewa. Ka-dwir(I)
Gwle.
Gofigofigw

Rhinoceros 1-mera, M-ela Tupa
or Li-pera

River ... Ru-aha. Lu-eni. M-kc.oga
L u-i'iginalw. Lu-cemba 
Mu-k(ll)ga 

Road ... I-fiazi, N-gazi; N-jira ln-zila 
ma-gazi.
Ka,kazi.
1-kuya

Mu-nu (a little Salt ... Mu-nyc.o Mu-nyu 
= Tii-nii) 

Shame In-ywni Z<alni N-s(ll)ni
Sheep ... J-i'ic.olc.o ; Nolc.o. N-khc.olc.> Li-iiondi 

ma-k<allc.o. M-fui'igamc.o
Ki-k<allc.o 

Shield ... N-gwembe Ci•k<alpa 
Shoulder Li-wega. Ma-wega 

Lu-kombe; 
i'iombe 

Sister ... Mu-haza :\1-haja m-dala Lumbu. Mu-hadza Mu-hadza. 
Mu-hasa 1-lumbu (31 a)

Skin Ki-gc.olya M-papha

Sky ... U-lai'iga M-lui'igu.
Li-kusi

Iri-wifigu U-laiiga

Slave ... M-fugwa. M-anda M-fugwa. M,lelelwa; wa- M-fugwa. 
:;'l[a-teka. :,\f-khami :\1-sutu (31 a) 
Mnya-wiogi.
M-leluwa

Sleep ... Tulc.o M-pc.oc.ota.
(Ku-gonja =
verb)

Smoke Ly-usi. Li-susi Li•CalSi 
Snake N-S<alka N-jc.oka Iny-oxa 

Son,boy M-swamu. Mw-ana. C-ana. :,\fw-ana. Ki-song<allc.o. 
Mame. M-zerer<al. Mw-ana Ka-kwa- Mw-ana 
(cp.-swamu = Mu-dimi ci-lume. midzi m-lume.
good) M-sofigc.oloo. :\Hw-ana

N-dimi rnka-lume
(31 a).
Li-ziuha
(31 a)

Song ... W-imbc.o, Sambc.o Lu-jimbc.o; 
Lu-imbw; n-jimb<al
ny-imbc.o

I 

I 
I 

Ki-m 
32. 
atumbi 
a. Ki
gerekc.o 

32 
ndeii 

Pandu 

Ula 

Ki-puku. 
N-gule;
ma-kule

Lu-kemba 

N-dila

;\fwi-nyc.o 

Wni 

Li-pende 
Li-pamba; 
ma-bamba 

N-numbu;
a-lumbu.
N-kii.we

N-g<ali.
Lu-kanda.
Kii'igc.o

Ku-nani,
Pa-nani 

Mm-anda; 
ab-anda 

Ki-g<alnc.o, 
Lu-gc.onc.o 

Li-oi 
l.i-pili.
N-kuya

l\lw-ana
na-lume.
1\lwu-hui'igw;
ba-huiigw

L11-yimbw. 
\lw-ambw; 
1111• 

15.,·. 

■ I 

.. ' • I 

... 
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------ -----

27. 28. 29. 30. JI. 32. 
English Hehe Pwgorc.> and Saiigw Bena Gangi Ki-matumbi 

Mabeiige (Rori and 31 a. Bufiga 32a. Ki-
Safwa) ndengerekc.o 

Spear ... Li-sala. M-gwbc.> M-barara Ki-leiige 
N-goya.
l\fo-gwba

Spirit, soul Ntimbula. M-oyw.
Lu-be ; nze-be l\1-lungu; 

Ny-enyezi. 
wam-lungu 

Star ... N-tondw N-tondwe. N-tondwe N-tondwa . Lu•tondwa; 
N-sc.ota Vi-nywta (pt.) Nya-redzi n•dondwa 

Lu-tww-ana 
Stick ... Lu-gwda. Mu-humbati l•gwda. N-khwekw Bw-kwla 

Lu-ambc.o. N-kwegw
Lu-fimbw. 
Lu-kwegc.o 

Stone ... Li-gaiiga. Li-bue Di-iigaiiga; Lu-ala 
Li-hwabwa ma-

Stool ... Ki-gwda. Ci-gwta 
Ki-degu. 
Ki-tei'igc., 

Sun . . .  Li-zc.owa J\1-jence Li-dziiva Li-jiia 1-dzua Li-luba 
Tail (of a l\lu-kira Lu-cira N-kila
mammal) 

Tear ... Li-bwzi or Li-swzi Li-wli; pl.
Lu-ihwzi; m-wli
pt. mi-hwzi 

N-dongc.,Testicles N-toiigi ; zin-.
Kambako 

Thief ... Mu-hizi M-kewa. l\la-jibi ; 
Iwa ba-jibi. 

Mu-i; ba-i. 
Ny-lbi 

Thigh ... Ki-ma. Li-paja Ky-ima. 
Ki-were.> Li-bandc., 

Thing ... Ki-nu Ci-ndu Xi-nhu; 1-libe,
fi-nbu Ki-libe.

Ki-dibe
Thom .. \lw-ifwa ()r Lu-son the.> Mw-imwa

Mu-fwa 
Tobacco Sayw. Tumbakw Tumbakc.>

To-day 
N-dyani

Na-miinyi, Lerw Lelw L-inw

Toe 
Ne-iigwni

C-ala C-ala Li-gumba 
To-m�;�o�· Mi-lau, Ci-lau Ma-lau 

lmi-rau 
Tongue Lu-limi. ? Li-rimi Lu-limi. Lu,limi Lu-limi Lu-limi; 

Lumi-aiigu Uru-miri? n-dimi
Tooth ... L-inw. L-inw L-inw lz•inw lz-inw. L-inw ; m•inc.>

Li-gegwa 11-swkc.,l e
Town, village 

(31 a)
Lu-sitw. U-kaya l\1u-zi Kaya, N-ceiigw,
I-ringa. I-kaya Tseiigc.o.

Tree 
l\1-ji, Kaye U-kaya

... ... Li-biki, l\fo-ti. I-gwda . M-gc.oda N-tela;
\lu-biki. '.\1-tera. 1-pii,i. mi-tela.
\1-gwda Ci-biki lri-piki, N-koi'igw;

or Umu-pixi; mi-koi'igw
Twins Wanya-wcndani l\1a-wira 

ama-, imi-
l\la-paga 

... 
■illi 

... , 

... _, 

,, . 

... 
... 

. .. 
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·sh Engh 

Urine ... 

Vein 

War 

Water 

Well, spring, 
source 

White man 
Wife ..• ...

Wind ... 

Witch 

Witchcraft 

Woman 

Womb 
Wood (fire• 

wood) 

Yam . .. 

Year ... 

Yesterday ... 
Zebra ... 

One 

Two 

Three ... 

Four 

Five 

Six 

Seven ... 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

27. 
Hehe 

i\fa,tunzi 

N-dera;
ma-dera

Li-galu. 
Nondw 

Lu-lei'iga 

Ki-pera 

Mu-zufigu 
i\I-dala. 
Mw-aha 

Im-epc.:,. 
Nata. 
1-gudwa

Mu-hawi

�I-dala. 
:rviu-dzima 

Kuma 1 

Lu,sagala; 
n-sagala

l\Iw-aka 

Li-go.,lw 
Sefigere 

?Moiiga. 
-mui

-wili, -wiri

-datu

-tai, -tei 

-hanw

Mu-tanda. 
Mu-tandatu 

Mu-fuiigati 

28. 
Pc.:,gorc.:, a11d 

Mahefige 

Ma-kwezw 

M-kondua
(warrior).
Ma-kondw.
U-kali

Ma-ji 

Ci-sulu. 
E-negu

Mu-zufigu 
M-dala

M-pepw.
Li-yega

l\'1-gaiiga 

U,gafiga 

!\[-dala 

M-tima
l\f-baoo.
N-goodi,
Tu-gwdi

C-aka ; vy-aka

Li-cu 
1\1,punda 

-mw. (moiiga
= other)

-wili

-tatu

!\1-cece. 
-cece

Mw-hanw or 
-hanw

:Mco-hanw
na(li)-mw

Mw-hanw
(ma)-wili

29. 
Sangc.:, 

(Rori and 
Safwa) 

Ma-lei'iga 

l\ltt-zuiigu 
M-dala

Mu-dala. 
M-jima

U-mofiga.
-mwe. -mw

-wili (Si-wili)

-tatu or
(Si-tatu)
thathu

-na (Wa-na,
Si-na)

-sanw

M-tanda

-na na-datu

----

30. 
Bena 

Ma-leii.ga 

l\fo.zuii.gu 
l\lu-ki 

- ----

31 
Ga' rigi 

Bufiga 31 a. 

Ma-reiiga. 
Me-se (31 a) 

1-sima

Mu-zuiigu 
Mw-ehe. 
M-kahanw
(31 a)

l\lu-dala; wa- �1-pifiga. 
M-kwdzi.
M-kahanw
(31 a)

!\lw-aka; m1-

Mwsi Mwsi. 
Weka (31 a) 

Pili, -wili -bili, -wili
(Ka-bili).
Swna (31 a)

-tatu (Ka-ta tu) -tatu (Ka-ta tu).

-tai (Ka-tai)

-hanw
(Ka-han(I))

M-tanatw

1\1-fuiigati 

Wa-lila (31 a) 

-ne (Ka-ne ).
!\ f-cece. -dai
(Ka-dai 31 a)

-hanw. Fundc.>
(31 a)

:M-tandatu.
M-ta (31 a)

M .fufigati.
M-fu (31 a)

1 Ki-kuma = vagina.

32. 
Ki,matumbi 

32a. Ki
ndefigerekc.:, 

Ma-kwjw, 
Ma•k(l)zc.> 

!\f u-kwle; 
rni•k(l)le. 
N-g(l)leiigwle

N-gondw

Ma-tsi 

Ku-lose 

N-juiigu
N-nwawa;
pl. a-lwawa.
N-yumbw; pl.
a-yumbw

M-bepo.>

Mw,abi; 
b-abi

(Ku•l(l)ga to
bewitcli)

N-wawa.
Ny-umbw.
Ki,lumbu
(bride)

Ny-ancu. 
Anyu. 
N-deketu

Caka, Saka, 
Pa-saka 

L-isw

•mw

-bili

-tatu

-n-cece,-n-cene

l\fw-anc.:i 

Mw-anc.> na 
(yu)-mc.o 

!\Iw-anc.:i na 
bili 

----------~~-~. 

[ 
----------'---- ---
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English Hehe Poogoroo and 

-- --T 27. ---� Mahenge 
s."3gw 1-:��. --��figi

(Rori and 3 t a. Buiiga 
Satwa) 

Eight ... 

Nine ... 

Ten 

Eleven 

Twenty 

Thirty 

Forty ... 

Fifty ... 

Hundred ... 

Thousand .. . 

I,me, my .. . 

-- ------ ------
:O.Iu-nana 

l-gonzi,
I-gonza.
I-kenda

I-cumi,
I-kyumi.
I-funduka

J-kyumi na-
nmi 

Ma-cumi,
Ma-kyumi
ga-wili

Ma-kyumi 
ga-datu 

:\fa-kyumi 
ga-tei 

Ma-kyumi 
ga-banoo 

I-gana

Imbirima 

Nene. 
Ndi-, �--
-n-, -ni-.
-a-ngu

Mm-bane.> 
(ma)-tatu 

Mw-hanoo 
m-cece

Li-roiigoo 
li-m(o). -kumi,
-cumi, or
Li-cumi

Li-cumi na
(li)-moo

l\la-roiigoo
ma-wili or
Ma-cumi
ma-wili

1\1 a-roiig(,) 
ma-tatu 

l\fa-roiigoo 
m-cece

Ma-roiig(,) 
mw-han(o). 
(;\Ia-roiig(,) 
mw-han(,) na 
lime,)= sixty,
and so on) 

Ma-roiig(,) 
cumi or 
Ma-cumi 
ma-cumi 

Nene. Ne-nga. 
Na-, N- (M-). 
-n-, -ni-, -m-.
-a-iigu

--- ------ ---
11-nana

Sanoo na 
wa-na (or 
si-na) 

1-xumi or
1-cumi

1-xumi
pa-canyali-m(,)
Ama-iumi
ga-wili or
Simariri
munhu (to
stand up one 
man/) 

Simariri 
munbu, 
pa-canya 
i-cumi

Simariri 
wanhu 
wawili 

Ma-cumi 

M-nana M-nana.
Mu-nana(31 a)

1-kenda 1-kenda.
:\Ju.fwan(,)(31 a)

1-fundika; ma- I,kumi.

Ma-fundika 
ma-wili 

J\fa.fundika 
ma-tatu 

Ma-fundika 
ma-tai 

Ma-fundika 

Li-bundtt; 
ma- (31 a) 

Mi-long(,) 
mi-will.
i\la-hundu
swna

Mi-longc.:, 
mi-tatu.
Ma-bundu
ma-lila (31 a)

1la-loi'igco
mi-ne.
l\Ia-hundu'
ma-dai (3 I a)

ga-san(,) or ma-han(,) 
M i-loiig(,)
mi-ban(,).
Ma-bundu 
ma-fund(,) (31 a) 

Simariri 
wanhu 
wa-wili 
pa-canya 
icumi. 
(Simariri 
wanhu 
watatu=sz.rty 
and I/Jc oilier 
decad,·s on t/1e 
same plan) 

Wafilc wanhu Ci-gana 
wasanco 
(there died jive 
men!). Also 
1-gana.

Y-iine. Mia. Ne-ene.
Ni-, N-. -n-. -a-iigu

N-,Ni-. 
-n-. -a-iigu

Mi-long(,) 
mi-ban(,),
mi-loi'i.gco
mi-han(o),
di-mercra

Ne-cni. Ne-fign (31 a). 
N ·, Na-, Ni-. 
-n-, -ni-.
-a-figu,

Thou,thee,thy Wewe. Bewe, Gwe-iiga. Gwe! O-iwe, Wwc. We-we. 
-a-ne-nga

Gwegwe,
Wewe,
Gwe-nya.
Ku-, U-, W-.
-ku-. -a•k(,),

Bee. 
U-. 
-ku-.

Gu- U-, Gu-. 
-gu-. -a•k(o) -gu-. -a•k(,)

U-, Ku-? 
-ku- ? -a•k(,)

-a•gwe-nya

32. 
Ki-matumbi 

32a. Ki
ndengerekoo 

Mw-anco na 
tatu 

Mw-anco 
na n-cece 

Noiigw gu•m(,) 
(pl. mi-lofigw) 

Nofigco gu•lll(o) 
na yu-mc.o 

Mi-lo.iigco 
i-bili 

Mi-loiigw 
i-tatu

:\li-loi'igw 
in-cece 

Mi-long(,) 
i-an(,)

Ne-figa. 
Ni-. 
-ni-, -ny•. -n'.
-a-figu

We-iiga. We! U-. 
-ku-. -a•k(o)

..........--

j 

" 
... I~ ....__. 
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ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

27. 
English Hebe 

He, him, his Yuyw, Uyu. 
A-,1·. 
•lllU·. -a-kwe

Hwehwe or We, us, our 
Xwexwe. 
Tu-. 
-tu-. -e•tu

Ye, you, your Nyenye, 
Nyenyu, 
Nye-re. Mu-. 
-wa•. -c-nyu

They, them, Wawoo, I-woo, 
their 1-wa.

Wa-. 

-wa-. -a<>l

All Mbe-li (•li or 
•ri represents
'is', 'are').
Mbe-fi-ri = alt
tltings ( Class
8). Mbe-wa-li
= all 111,:n 
(Class z) 

This, these U-yQ), i-wa;
u-gfi, u-goo,
i-gi ; i-li, i-ri,
i-ga; i-ki,
!•fi_; i-ye, 
l•Zl j u-lu; 
u-tu; i-ka;
iioo; u-ku; 
i-pa

That, those Yu-la, wa-la; 
gu-la, gi-ra; 
li-ra, ga-Ia ;
ki-ra, fi-ra ;
i-ra, zi-ra j
Ju-la; tu-la ;
ka-la ; u-la;
ku-ra ; pa-la

Bad •anai'ige•fu,
•OO•fu, -e-ha?

28. 
Pcogorco and 

Maheiige 

A-yu.
Ka -, Ga-, Yu-.
•111•. -a-kwe

Twe-figa. 
Tu-. 
-tu-. -e-tu

Mwe-figa. 
Mu-. 
•gtt-ni 1, acc.
-enu

A-wa.
Wa-. 

•WS.•. -ac:.>

-ose-re or •<>lSC

A-yu, a-wa;
a-gu, a-i;
a-Ii, a-ga;
a-ci, a-vi;
a-i, a-zi ;
a-lu; a-tu;
a-ka; a-u;
a-ku; a-pa;
a-mu

U-lia, wa-lia;
gu-lia, i-lia;
li-lia, ga-lia;
ci-lia, vi-lia;
i-lia, zi-lia ;
lu-lia; &>c.

-kwmu

1 lite gu. particle i's an i1ifi:r, lite •ni a suffix.

29. 

Sai'igoo 
(Rori and 
Safwa) 

Yuyu. 
Ya-,A-. 
-mu-. -a-kwe

Au-se. Yu-se. 
Ti-, Tu-. 
-ti- or -tu•.
-e-su

Yu-mwe.
Mu-. 
-wa-. -c-nyu

Wawo. 
Wa•, Ba-. 
-wa- or -ha-.
-awe.>

-ose. -ona

-bi. ,ke-ha

30. 
Bena 

U-yu.
Ya-,Ka-.
-mu-? -a-kwe

Xwexwe. 
Tu-. 
-tu-. -c-tu

Nyenye. 
Mu-. 
-wa•? -enu

Awe.,. 
Wa-. 
•Wa•. -awe.>

•OSC 

A,yu. Yu-noo, 
Yuyc.,. 
Ka-, Ya-. 
-mu-. -e,
-a•kwe,
-a-yu-noo

Twetwe.
Twe-iiga (31a).
Tu-.
-tu-. -e-tu

Mwemwe. 
Mwe•figa. 
Mu-. 
?-wa-. 

Awa. 
-e-nyu

Wa•. 
•WS.•. -awe.,

•cose.
•Q)ha (31 a)

A-yu,
&c.

a-wa;

-la (yu-la,
wa-la; 
&c.) 

u-la;

e-ha.

-wi•pa (31 a)

Yu-embc. 
Yu-,A-. 
-kumu-. kum'-,
-kui'i. -a-ke

Twe•figoo. 
Tu-. 
-tu•. -i-tu

Mwe-iiga, 
Mwe. 
Mu-. 
-kwa-. -inu

Bembe.
Ba-.
•kwa-. (-a-be
= their)

Omwike. 
-ote, -oote

N-yu, Class 12,
a-ba

" 
2; 

m-gu 
" 3,

mi-yi 
" 4 j

li-li ,, 5, 
ma-ga,, 6· , 
ki-ei ,, 7, 
i-yi " 8 j 
n-yi ,,9,10; 
lu-lu " 

11; 

tu-tu ,, 12;
ka-ka ,, 13; 
u-u ,, 14; 
ku-ku., I 5; 
pa-pa,, 16

•nr..> (yu•nw,
ba-nw, &c.)

•lya (yu-lya,
ba-lya; gu-lya;
&c.: 1111// 

yuyu-lia,
baba-lia;
gugu-lia, c."c.)

-baya. -bwu.
Nye.ta

2 The word-root comes bctwem, where llte dash is placed. 

lti.1 
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English 
28. 

PO)gor(l) and 
Mahefige 

--------

Black ... -titu

Female -m-dala.
-buguma

Fierce, sharp, -kali 
bitter 

Good ... •Il(o)•fu.

Great ... 

Little ... 

-kwmi.
(-kula = to
become bZ:t:)

-dwd(o)

-tali

-titu

-e-dala

-kali-pa

-here-pa.
Nc.o-ga.
Nama.
(-swamu =
beautiful)

-kulu

-didi. -dididi

-tariLong •.. 

Male ... -kambakwa. -epalu

Old 

Red 

Rotten 

Short .. . 
Sick .. . 

White 

-lume. -gwzi,
-kwzi. •Vina,
-wina

-g(o)gwlw M-kulu.
-mtua. -twka.
-e-kwlw

-duiiu -cere
-gatii. -puere
-fupi
-tamwa

-fupi
-luala. (U-tami

= noun) 
-eru. (-era -eru
to become clean,
white)

Above, up, on Pacanya 
top 

Pampindi, 
Ku-mpindi 

Before 

Behind 

Below,down 

Far 

Here 

Mu- <Ir 
Ku-lofig(o)lco. 
Ku-mihw ku-

Ku-mbele, 
Pa-mbele. 
Ku-mgongo 
ku-

Panyi. 
Pasi 

Pa-tali, 
Ku-tali 

Kw-roiigwlw, 
Ku-loiigwlw 

Ku-mberi. 
Ci-mberembere 

Pazi. 
Pi-fuiigw 

Ku•tari 

I-pa. Paha, A-pa, Ha-pa
Baba. Kwnw

-- --------

29. 

Saiig(l) 
(Rori and 

Safwa) 

-titu

-hinja

-kali.
-teni

•ll(o)•fu

-dc.odw

-tali

-ci-lume,
-dume

-n•dubu

.fufu 

-bala-fu,
-ewara-fu

Canya 

Ku-mwandi, 
Ku-loiigwdzi 

Ku-nyuma 

Pa-nzi. 
Pa-si 

Ku-tali 

Baba 

30. 
Bena 

-hinza.
-dala

Canya 

Ku-ntal(o) 

Kuci-swgw, 
Ku-mbele 

IIa-si, 
Pa-si 

Ku-tali. 
Pa-gi 

31. 
Gangi 

31 a. Buiiga 

,k(o)dzi. 
-kabanw(31 a)

•llc.oga,
Ka-nwga

-dwdw

-tali or -tati.
-le-fu (31 a)

-lume, -dumi
(31 a)

-eru, -jeru

Ku-canya. 
U-laiiga.
Ku-mbindi
(31 a) 

Ku-muncli,
Ku-mwandi
(31 a)

Ku-mphele,
Mu-mbele 
(31 a) 

Ha-iikhi. 
Ha-si. 
Pahi (31 a) 

Ku-tali. 
Ku-taluka 
(31 a) 

Hanc.o. Pane.) 
(31 a) 

32. 
Ki-mat um bi 

32a. Ki
ndengerek(o) 

-111-bili, -pili,
pilia

-koiigwe,
-gongwe.
-awa

-kali

-nwgaii.
-ki-bwta.
Koti

-kulu

-tsene, -tsini.
•tsake.
Ki-pela

-lase.) (mu-lase.)
= u-nasc.o)

-lume;
-na-lume

-goi

-kele
-bwla
-ipi
-tamwe.
-luile

-ii (mw-ii, ba-ii, 
mi-ii, &>c.).
•lya.
Ku-meta

Ku-nanl, 
Pa-nani 

Nuiigi. 
Mungi 

N-cogu,
Ku-sugu

Pai 

Ku-lipite. 
Ku-talu 

Papipi. Apa. 
Papc.o 

11..:r-!11 

-tl 
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English 
I 

Hib, 1PC1>g::� and
Mahefige 

----- ----

In, inside ... 

Middle 

Near 
Outside 

Plenty, many, 
much 

There ... 

Where? 

No! 

Not(wit/1verb, 
as prefix, in

/ix, or mjjix)

To 

,, beat 

,, buy, sell 
" come ... 

" cut 

" dance 

" die 
" eat 
,, give 

" go ... 

,, kill 
,, know 

Mu. 

Pa-gati, 
�lu-gati 

Pipi 
Kw-ibala or 
Ku-iwala 

Wlw-fu 

Ku-la, Pa-la. 
Uku 

-iya? -i? 
(Ku-iya or
kii-i I mu-iya
or mii-i? piya
or pi?)

Ndala! 
Ndema !

Mu• 

Pa-kati 

Pa-behi 
Ku•nja. 
Ku-sa. 
Pa-nja 

Vua. 
Tai'igala 

A-kc.>.

Palia 
-wci?

Ndala!

Si. Nda. Si-, Na- (£mfn·a
S'-,•si-, •S'• (all tz'1,c) ; -na-
persons); (not yet). 
Si-nda; Si- -ndiri. -hera 
la (not yet) (suffixes) 

Ku-
-twa, •tcowa

-hemela. -gula
-za
•tema

-heziga

-fwa
-dakula. -lia

-pa, •pela,
-pera

•hera. -luta

-wula•ga
-uzera.
-kagula.
-tambula.
•lllanyi (in
a negative
sense only) 2 

Ku-
-kwma

-kwpa
-iza
-dumula.
-tema

-wina•.
sambw

-fua, -hwa
-dia
•pa

-genda

-kC1>ma
,maana.
(•maani""'
I kmnu not) 

-· s:lgCI)
J

-B!�a -
(Rori and 

Safwa) 
----

Mu-

Pa-kati pa 

Bebe Pipi. 1-palupi 

,nji 

Uku 

Ndala ! 

Ndali 

Ki-, Ku-1, Kwi- Ku-
•thowa -twa

•gula
-iza, -jinza
-dumora

-fwa -ifa
•lia -Ila
•pa. •pela -pera

•Jenda. •ruta -luta

-ula-ga

1 Accordin,r: lo Last and ,1/einhof lite ku- prefix is oftm ki- in Sa11,f[(AJ,

-:!figi --1 Ki-mrt•umbi
31 a. Buiiga 32 a. Ki• 

ndeiigerekw 
- - - -

Mu-

Ha-gati 

Behl 

-ngi

Kula 

Ku-

•twwa. -tula,
-hutula

-gula
-idza. -bwera

•fwa, .fa
-lia. -memena
-gawila

-luta.
-ha111ba{31 a)

Mu-. Mu-lia. 
Mumw. Ndani. 
-bi (neg. 'not
in' is -bui)

Pa-pipi 
Pa-nyai'igoo, 
Pa-ntsa, 
Pa-nja 

Segege. 
-anatsima.
-ii'igi.
-yoolw-ka. •yai

Kulya. 
Palya 

-kwaku?

Ntiipii 

-lili or -liri (neg.
suffix) ; -bwi,
-kwakc., (32 a,
32 b); -ki-lili
(r.in); -ka-,
-na- (condi
tional and 'not 
yet') ; -kani
(neg. verb) ; 
kana- (subj. 
neg. prefix) 

Ku-

•kumbwa

1-pima
-isa
-tema.
-piiigwa

-ina

-wa
-lya
-peya

-enda,• yenda.
-buka

-kwma
-manya.
-kutanga

2 i.e.' Not to know'. 

'" 

II 
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To 
,, 
,, 

,, 

,, 

" 

,, 

English 
z7. 

Hebe 

Ku-
laugh •heka
leave off, •leka

cease 
love,want •enda. -kera

see -ona. ,lc.>lera
sit,remain, 

abide 
-kala

sleep ... •gc.ona
stand,stop, -ima

be erect 
steal ... •hiza

z8. ZJ, 30. 31. 
Pc.ogorc.oand Sangc.> Bena Gangi, 

Maheiige (Rori and 31 a.Bunga 
Safwa) 

Ku- Ki-, Ku-, Kwi- Ku- Ku-
-seka -hexa -hexa
-leka -lexa

•fira -gana.
•naigela.
•Sakura

•Ona ,bona, •Wona
-ikaala. •kala -kala

•kawa.
-lifuga

-gc.onya -igc.ona
-gc.olc.oka -imilila. -ima, -wima

•jima
-iwa -ija

PREFIXES AND CO�CORDS IN KI-HEHE 

Virtually no prcprefixes. 

-kala.
-tama

-wima.
•gwlc.oka

32. 
Ki-matu mbi 

Ki• 
eke.> 

3za. 
nde.iiger 

Ku-
-kweka
-leka

-penda

-bc.ona. •lc.>la
,dama,
-tama

•gwnya
-yima.

-gc.olwka
-yiba

Class 1. Mu-, M. (mu, m, ii-, yu-, y'-) ; z. Wa- (wa) ; 3. Mu-, M· (mu-, m-, gu); 4. Mi• (mi-, gi); 
5. Li•, I-, - (Ii); 6. Ma• (ma-, ga, gT-); 7. Ki- (ki) (plural sometimes in No. 6); 8. Fi•, Vi, (fi, vi);
9. -, N- (M-), ff., Ny• (n-, i) (plural often in )fo.6); IO.-, N• (M•), ff., Iny-, Ny-, Nze, (zi, z'); u. Lu•,
Nw, (Ju); 1z. Tu, (tu) (perhaps plural to II sometimes); 13. Ka• (ka); 14. u. (u); 15. Ku• (ku);
16. Pa-, Ba•, l•pa• (pa); 17. Mu• as preposition only; 18. Igu. (in one or two words like' Igu,bwa ').

PREFIXES, &c., l'l" PWGORW 
No traces of preprcfixes except in 9th Class. 

Class 1. Mu-, M- (mu, m, gu-, gw-, yu, u-, ga-); z. Wa- (wa); 3. M-, Mu• (m-, mu-, gu); 4. Mi• 
(mi-, i, y-); 5. Li-, E·, I· (Ii); 6. Ma- (ma-, ga); 7. Ci• (ci); 8. Vi- (vi); 9. In- (Im-), N-, - (n-, 
i); IO. Zin•, Zi- (zi); Ir. Lu• (lu) (pl. Nos. 10, 4, and 6); 12. Tu, (tu) ; 13. Ka• (ka); 14. U
(u); 15. Ku- Gu- (ku); 16. Pa• (pa); 17. Mu- (mu-). 

PREFIXES, &c., IK SANGW 

Preprefixcs present in some classes, 

Class I. Umu, Mu, (mu, ju-, gu- I); 2. Aba-, Awa•, Wa- 1 (ba, wa); 3. Umu,, Mu, (mu•, gu); 
4. Imi•, Mi• (mi-, gi) ; 5. lri•, Ri,, I,, Li•, Di• (ri, Ii); 6. Ma-, Mi• (ma-, ga); 7. Xi•, Ki• (xi, ki);
8. Fi-, Vi, (fi or vi) ; 9. In• (Im•), Iii,, lny•, N-, - (n-, ji); 10. In-, &c., and perhaps in some dialects
Zin, or Sin, (zi or si, n-); 11. Lu- or Ru, (lu, ru); 1::i. Tu, or Thu• (tu); 13. Xa- or Ka, (ka);
14. Wu,, Bu-, U, (wu or bu); 15. Ki•, Kwi•, Ku, or Gu• (ki or ku); 16. Pa- (pa); 17. Mu- (mu-).

1 Va• nccorrlinJ[ to ftfei11l1oj; which symbol means that t/u1 conso}l(llt/ varies between B 1111d W.

II.I .. If 
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PREFIXES, &c., IN BENA, GANGI, AND BUNGA 

Slight traces of preprefixes in Nos. 9 and ro. 

Class I. Mu,, M- (mu, yu-}; 2. Wa• (wa); 3. Mu-, M- (mu-, m-, gu); 4. Mi- (mi-, gi ?} ; 5. I-, 
Izi-, Li- (Ii); 6. Ma- (ma-, ga?); 7. Ki-, Ci-, C'- (ki, ci); 8. Vi-? (vi?); 9. I-, In- (Im-), N-, ff., Ny

(i, n-); 10. (same as 9); II, Lu- (lu); 12? probably absent; 13. Ka- (ka); 14. U- (u); 15. Ku
(Gu-) (ku}; 16. Ha- (ha); 17. Mu- {mu-). 

PREFIXES, &c., IN KI,MATUMBI 

Traces of preprefixes. 

Class 1. Mu-, M,, N,, Mm-, Nn- (mu, yu-, u-); 2. Ba•, Ab'·, Aba•, A, (ba); 3. Mu-, M-, N,, Nn•, 
- (n-, mu-); 4. Mi- (mi-, i, -yi); 5. Li•, - (Ii); 6. Ma-, Arna- (ma-, ya or ga); 7. Ki, (ki); 8. I
(yi-, i); 9. N- (M-), Ny, (n• (m-), yi, i); to. N- (M·), Ny- (n- (m-), yi, i); 11. Lu- (lu}; 12. Tu
(tu); 13. Ka- (ka); 14. U- (u); 15. Ku- (ku); 16. Pa- (pa); 17. Mu, (mu-).

27. Hebe is spoken in Uhehe ; the country in East Africa between the 9th degree of South latitude
on the south and the main stream of the Middle Ruaha on the north; between �tahengc and Upwgorw 
(the Upper Rufiji) on the east and the Sang()) country on the west. 

28. Pwgorc.> and Mahefige are spoken in the Mahclige and Poogorw countries, south of the Lower
Ruaha, west of the Rufiji-Luwegu, north of the Upper Luwcgu, and cast of Uhehc and the Upper Rufiji. 

29. Safigco (Rori and Safwa) is spoken in the long strip of Usangw (a portion of which is sometimes
called Urori). Usaiigw is bounded on the east by Uhehc and Fuagi; on the south by Ubcna and the 
head-streams of the Great and Little Ruaha; on the west by Usafwa and the upper course of the Mpimbo 
river; and on the north by Ugwgoo and ltumba and 6° 30' of South latitude. 

30. Bena is spoken in Ubena and Lupcmbe, bounded on the north by Usangw, Fuagi, and Uhehe,
on the west by Ukiiiga and the north Nyasa mountain country, on the south by Upangwa and 9Q 30' 
South latitude, and on the cast by Malumbi, Uhehe, and Fuagi. 

31. Gangi and 31 a. Bufiga arc spoken south of Up1,>goroo, in the basin of the Luwegu and l\laraii
�andu affluents of the Rutiji; east of Vonde and north of the ,\Jagwaiigwara fBangwni-Zulu) and of the 
\Vazutu or \Vasutu. 

32. Ki-matumbi is spoken in the coast region between the Lower Rufiji and Matan<lu rivers, cast of 
the Dondc and \Vangindrn countries. \Vest ?>Iatumbi (quite isolated) i$ spoken in a small area between 
the l'itrn and Ruhinje (Upper Rufiji) rivers, south-east of Ubrn:i, south-west of Maheiig-e-Up(,,gorw, 
between South latitudes 9° and 10

°

. Kiiidefigerekw and Kirufiji arc northern dialects of Matumbi very 
little known. 

• 



GROUP I 

THE LOWER RUFIJI-RUVUMA LAN GUAGES (cont£nued) 
33. Mwera. 33 a. Ki-donde 34. Makonde. 34a. Mavia (Mabiha)

GROUP J 

THE NORTII RUVUMAAND NORTH-EAST NY./\.SALANDLANGUAGES 

English 

Adze ... ... 
Animal,wild 
beast 

Ant 

Ant, white 
(termite) 

Ape 
Arm 

Arrow 

Axe ... 

Baboon 

Back ... 

Banana 

Beard ... 

Bee 

Belly ... 

35. Sutu (l\fa.nundi) 1 

35 a. Ki-matei'igco
36. Pai'igwa
37. Kese or Kisi

GROUP K 

THE UK.INGA LANGUAGE 
38. Kifiga

33. 34. 
Mwera Makonde 

33 a. Ki-donde 34 a. Mavia or 
Mabiha 

35. 
Sutu or 

J\1anundi 
35 a. Ki
matengc.> 

Li-vagc.> 

36. 
Pafigwa 

? Ka-wedc.> 
JS"y-ama. :Ky-ama. 1-fihanc.>

Li-cene 
£\ •jalahu; 

U-cece

Ki-kwkc.> 
din- Li-nyagwnyagw. 

Halaw. 
Hyungc.>hy1.1figw 

Li-kere. 
M-che.
Ng-umbi.
l\1-keke (35 a)

M•kc,mc.>; mi- Ku-kc.one.>; ma-. Li-wwkc.> or 

i\1-pamba 

Li-wage.>; ma-

U�·kwnc.> ; Ku-wc.>kw 
m1-

I.i-hyofiga; Li-hofiga; ma-
ma·. '.\1-umba;
mi-umba

'.\1-bedc.>;
dim-bedw

l\-yani; wa+

Kum-ofigw or 
Ci-cwnyw 

Nwwc.> ; di+. 
Nc.>hc.>vw. 
1-nc.,nc.,; di·

Ci-Ieu. 
U-rinda.
Ci-revu.
Ci-dambe

'\y-uci or
Ny-uusi

Ci-tumbc.> 

Li-wagc.>, 
Li-vagw; ma· 

Li-yani or 
Li-jani 

i\f -gofigc.> or 
N-gongc.>

Li•tc.>ki

Ki-njwemba. 
In-deu 

N-juki; pl.
in-susi.
Lu-yusi

Li-reme.
l\ftl-nda.
Lu-tumbc.> 

lli-bc.>xc.>

l n-jux_i 

' The corral prommci(l/io11 111,�v br Zutu. 

37. 
Kese or Kisi 

Aka-wage.> 

Di-gofigorc.>; 
ma-

38. 
Kifiga 

Aka-zunu? 
E-fianu;
i-i'ianu(-kanu)

Eli-dunufigu;
amii-. Eli
halasii ; ama

U m-mehe;
emi-mehe

Ki•wc.>kc.> ; fi- Eki•vc.>koo ; 

Ru-cinji; 
n-jinji

Iri-wagc.> (or 
Di-); ma

Di-jani 

N-gongc.>.
Ki-wunu

Di-kombwe

Ru-refu; n-defu 

Lu-, Du-, or 
Ru-juki ; pl. 
n-juki

Di-deme ; ma-. 
Ma-tumbc.> 

ama-

Un-daseo; 
emi-lasc.> 

En-zunu 

En-yani. 
Eli-jani. 
E -fiele,Li-kele 

Ufi-gofigc.>; 
emi-

Eii-ovc.>; 
in-ovu. Eli
kovc.>; ama

Ulu-lesu 

Ulu-juke; 
in-zuke 

Eli-tumbu 

1-i 11-1 

"' ... 
.:.,-.1 Li..• II! 

... 
1:..11 

... 

.,... 

.... 



170 ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF llA:NTU LANGUAGES 

M��ra Mait·nde I English 
35. 38. 

Kiiiga 

1
33 a. Ki•donde 34 a. Ma via or 

----
-

----'
----- ___ 

Mabiha _I_ 
Sutu or 

Manundi 
35 a. Ki
matefigw 

36. r7-
P••·: K6e,r Klsi 

---�------

Bird ... 

Blood .. . 

Body .. . 

Bone ... 

Borassus palm 
Bow ... 

Bowels 
Brains 
Breast(man's) 

Breast 
(woman's) 

Brother 

Buffalo 

Bull ... 

Buttocks 
Canoe ••• 

Cat 

Charcoal 
Chief .. . 

Child .. . 

Cloth ... ... 

Cold ••• 

Country 

Ky-ehe; 
wany-ehe. 
Ny-uni; wa+ 

Mi,adi (pl.)

Li-wimba. 
fl.1-iri 

Li-wafigwa; 
ma

Mu-figore 
U-pinde; ma- U-pindi

Yi-tumbi 

Ci-mbende? 

Pam-tima 
(' near tlte 
Juart'). 
Ci-huwa 

l\Ia,wele ( pl.)

N-dugu.
N,ufigu,
N-ruiu,
K -uiigwni.
1\1-nofigw;
wa-lofigw

Ny-ati

N-ombe
m-numi

Ma-takco
Ki-pepe or
Li-pepe;

K-dege.
Ki-yuni;
hi-yuni (35 a)

Mw-azi or
Mw-ahi

Mu-vili.
Higa

Li-fupa.
Li-jege

M-kwma
U-pindi; pl.
m-pindi

l\ta-tumbw
W-o.iigw
Ki-vimba. 

N-gafiga

'.\1a-wele 

flI-doiigo; 
wa-loiigw 

N-jati,
Li-yati 

N-kunzi.
N-kambakw

Ma-takw
Uatw,

Hw-atu;
mi-yatuvi- or ma-.

Ri-pepe (34 a)
M-aka; wa+. M-lamu.
M-inja (34 a) Li-hywmi.

Yumbe 

N-guw

.M-kuluiigwa. 
Umu (34a) 

:\'f W •all ya Ce l. 
K-diogw.
Mw-ana.
Nunu

M-ehw

Ci-lambw. 
N.i-kaya (34 a) 

M-buyali.
Ka-namafiga

Mu-twa. 
Li-kwsi 

Mw-ana; 
w-ana

N-guww or
In-guwu.
N'y-ura.
Li-hya

M-pepw,
Im-bepw, 
Ki-pepw 

'.\I-lima 

Ki-dege ; vi• or Eki-dege; isi
fi-

Umu-bili 

Xi-fuba 

Ili-bele 

Im-bwgw 

Mw-azi 

Um-bere 

Ki-fupa 

M-kwma
U-pende

W-oiigw
Ki-fua

Di-we re; ma

M,benawi, 
Ba-benawi 

N-jati

N-ombe
li-kambakw

Ama-daxw(pl.) Ma-dakw; di
Bw-atw; 
ma•watw 

Uii-kisa 

Um-ana; 
cmi-hana

Eki-tsege;
isi-tsege

Ulu-yonde; 
ini

Uvu-tumbc.> 
Uvw-oiigw 
Eki-pambaya 

Eli-vele; ama

U m-atsa (from
tlte root 
-hatsa).
Un-niina;
ava-

Em-bwgw. 
Ugu-bwgw 

E-iiambakw

Ama-dakw 

lxi-phaxa Ka-namanga; En-ya vu 
lll· 

lli-xala

Umw-ana 

Iny-hi 

Mu-ti:ia; 
aba-tua 

:.Iw-ana; 
ab-ana 

K-dema

Eli-kala 
Uii-kuludeva. , 

Un-twa 
Um-wana; 
av-ana. 
Umm-enza; 
ava-henza 

Eki-lundw. 
Un-salwa 

E-iiala (-kala)

Eki-lui'i.ga. 
E-i'ii (-ki) 

1 U-nyace = child/inr>rl.

·1 

.. , 

,,, 

.. 



GROUPS I, J, K: RUFIJI-RUVUMA, NYASA, AND UKINGA LANGUAGES 17r 

English Mabiha 35 a. Kimateiigw M��ra 
-1-Maitnde - -sJtt-or- - Paii-3;-�-: -Kes/i:-K-isl· --

K
-[Jga- -33 a. Ki-donde 134 a. Ma via or Manundi 

------ �------�-----�-------------'----------'-------Cow ... 
Crocodile ... Day ... 
Devil, evil spirit Doctor(medicine man) Dog 
Donkey Door ... Dream Drum ... Ear Egg Elephant Excrement 

Ku-tu ; ma-tu N-dembw
Eye L-ihw;m-ehwFace, fore-head Fat, oil Father Fear ... Finger 
Fire Fish 

N-gwhe
1 Axa-dama = mlf.

N-ombe N-ombe I-sefiga. N-ombe E-sefiga.n-ginda. ln-dama 1 n-dara Em-buyumaYu-iikoru. (heifer)Li-twliN-wena. Li-gwina or N-gwinaCi-rembe Lin-gwinaLi-diia; ma-. Li-goonco. Ulu-siku Di-gwnw Eli,tsuva. l\foi-hi Li-suwa. (Pamu-nyi = Mu-hi. dayligl1t) (I-mini= dt1y-
light) Li-hwka; ma- Li-hwka; ma- Di-roi'igw Um-.lungu;em1-N-gaiiga; Umu-gaiiga Un-tuiianya 2 wa-gangaLi-bwa. Garw. lm-bwa. lri-bwa. Em-bwa Nawaiiga; Im-bwa, (Axa-bwa = Nyaka-wa wa+ ,,,. Yim-bwa, small dog)Navaiiga Li-bwa(14 a) K-jowe; 11-bunda M-bonda Eli-gwdwvwe. din-jwwe E-mundaLu-idi; :\1-lyai'igw or N-diafigw Un-diaiigw.din-jidi (fJI.). N-diaiigu Ulw-itsi

Nangwa N-dwtw N-dwtw? -lwtha Di-rootc.o Ama-ywnasivi (•lwta verb) (-lwta) N-wma or N-oma Eli-kule. lii-gwma; 1-neiigela.pl. hin-gwma En-gatii'iga Ku-tu; ma-tu Li-kutu ; ma- Ri-kutu Em-bulu-ku-tuLi-i; ma-i. Li-kaiiga ; ma-. lli-xai'iba Di-fumbi Eli-kanaKa-i; tu-i Li-humbi; nm-N-embw, N-dembw :N-dembw E-tsui'igwaLn-embw;
pl. in-en1bw:\la-wi, \[a-fi or \la-hi. Di-fi, Arna-kw tu. Ma-vi Ki-ndw-tw-hi i\la-fi Ama-daba 

(35 a) L-ihw; L-ihw ; m-ihw 11-iliw; ld-ihw; am-ihw El-ilioo; am-ihw m-ehw am-ihw Kum-ehw. Pam-ihw Kuma-sw Eki-bake (for.:· C-eni head) l\la-huta or Ma-futa or Ama-futha Ma-futa Ama-suta l\la-iita :\1a-huta Wawa. Dadi, U-dada;Tata A-tati ava-dadaU-opa W-wga nw-wga Ulu-dwadwC-ala. Lu-konje, Du-konji; Ulu-konze;Ci-koi'iw. Lu-kondzi. fi-gonji i-fionzeYu-kombi Lu-wumba (34a) :\'1-otw J\1-otw M-otw Umw-otw In-swi. Somba ()r Somba E-somba; ini-Hiomba; di+ Homba 
2 Tlzen is p()ssibly alsfl the '<IN>rd Umu-lagutsi/rom the �•erb -lagula. 

•·· 
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English

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

33. 
Mwera 

33 a. Ki-donde
34. 35. 

Makonde Sutu or 
34a. Mavia or Manundi

Mabiha 35 a. Ki-

36. 

Pafigwa
37-Kese orKisi

38. 
Kifiga

-----'--------' ____ -�--matei'igw
----' -- --·----'-------

Foot •..

Forest

Fowl ...
Frog ...

Ghost ...

Giraffe
Girl
Goat

,, (he) 
,, (she)

God

Grandparent

Grass ...
Ground
Ground-nut
Guinea-fowl
Gun ... 
Hair ...
Hand ...

Head .. .
Heart .. .

Heel
Hide

Li-ulu; 
ma-ulu. 
Lu-aye,:,; dinj-.
Ri-dwdc.,. 
Li-kambatu

Mny-itu. 
Nundu.
Mw-itu

Nuku; wa+
C,ula; vy-ula

Na•l�aku;
wanama

M-budi; 
dim,budi 

Li-bebehu
M-budi 
n-koi'igwe 

N am-paiiga.
Moria. 
Nuiigu 

Wiwi; wa+

W-ahi or

Gw-ahi 1 

N-tesa or
N-teca

Nai'iga
Ri,uti 
U-wimb<o>
M-kc,.mw. 
Un-kc.,nc.,; 
ma-. Li-anda.
Pa-ianja 

M-twe or

Mu-tu 
�f-tima; mi-

J\Iu-gulu. 
Ku-guru; ma•.
Lu,nyaoo

M,hitu. 
Ki-tesa.
Li-sati. 
Li,pululu

N-kuku
Li-nywtw.

Ly-ula; 
m-ula (35 a).
Li-uiigula

M-fuki. Ki-wuta; 
i,wuta (35 a)

N-sikani
M-ene. 
�1-buhi (35 a)

Li-poi'igw 
1\1,buguma.
N-ginda 

Mu-luiigu.
N-duiigu

Hukuru 6.
M-buya.
Papa2 Many-abi

M-lima.
l\l-sisi

Li,lawi
Li-cundu
Huti 
N-jwiri. 
Li-yunzu

Ki-wwkc., 
Ki-ganja

Iii-huxu

Limu,lufigu. 
Mami-lui'igu

Ili-ganja

::\f-twe. ::\fii-tu Urnu-twe
or Urnu-tu 

::\1-tima ; m1- (:\lun-tima = 

liver) 

Ci-bii'iginw Ki-tende. 
Nyuiigunyufigu Ki-hii'igini

Dabala. Ki-kumba
:\Ia-pw; di+

1 Old Bantu: llu-asi.

Lu-ayw,
nj-ayoo

Ma-behe

N-guku

Mu-rofigw

M-ene

Mu-ruiigu

Diny-asi
Di-dwpi
Di-rawi
Di-cundu
N-dusu 
Di-junju
Ki-kwfi

l\Iu-tu
N-dumbura.
(Un-tima = 

liver) 
Ki,sekeseke

Ulw-ajw;
inz-ajw

Eli-hanzi?

E-iiuku; 
ini-kuku

Um,pepw; ava.-..

Um-enza
Em-ene
Em-oiigw 
Em-buguma
Ufi-guluve

U-kuku 6. 
U-papa �

Eliny-asi
Eki-lui'iga.
E-fii 

Ulu-juwili
Eki-yanza. 

Eki-vwkw

Un-twe
E-numbula.

(Un-tima =

lh11ir) 
Eki-seveja ; isi-

' . 

.... 

'" 
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GROUPS I, J, K: RUFIJI-RUVUMA, NYASA, AND UKINGA LANGUAGES 173 

English 

Hill 
Hippopotamus Hoe Honey Horn ... House ... 
Hunger Husband 
Hyena 

Iron ... Island 
Ivory ... Knee ... Knife ... Lake Leg 
Leopard 
Lion 
Lips . . .

Magic ... 
Maize ... 

1'134 

33· j 34. Mwera Makonde 33 a. Ki•donde 
1
34 a. Ma via orMabiha 
Li•cinga; M-rima ma-. 
Namondw Li-yembe Uci Lu-pembe. Lim•embe Ny-umba. N•ande. Y-umba (bz'g) I-nandi.N,duli (34a) N-dala.N-d<..>ba (34a)N-nume;wa-lume.M-twau (tlty)Nana orLi-nana 
Ci-tali Ki-tingwe. Li-tanda N-embc.,.Li-wenwaLi-lundiKi-maye, Ci-pulaCi-maye Li-tandaKu-iilu; ma-.M,balu. Li,dc.,dc., Huwi, Li-huwi, Juhi Himba, Li-himba. In-tumi Lu-yeye; ndin-jeye. Lu-lc.,mw ; di-lwmwU-hiawi,U-hawi.(Ku-looha = to
bewitch) Efi-gedia. Di-muri 

---

35. 36. 37. 38. Sutu or Pafigwa Kese or Kisi Kiiiga Manundi 35 a. Ki-matengw 
Ka-dunda. Ulu-nyika; Ka-tumbi; i-nyikahi-tumbi ( 35 a) N-dwmond(I) I-fubw Domond<..> Li-gera ; ma- Eli-kumbulw Uci \1/-uki Uvw-<..>ke Li-nyerc.,. Di-nyerw Eli-palasa. Pembe Ulu-suga Ny-umba. Ny-umba. Ny-umba Eny-umba. N-anda Ixi-ny-umba ; E-saka.ifi- Eli-heveN-jara In-jala Nj-ara En-zalaN-dumi, Uii-gc.,si, A-lumi. Uii-ywsi Ny-oiigc.,lc., (35 a) Li-tiiniingu, J .fifi Bondera Li-pundwa 

(spotted). Li-1 uhekaler a, Li-hekera 
(striped) C-uma, Ki•uma Eki-uma. S-uma (35 a) Un-dapw Ki-sengerere. Ki-rwa Ki-Jumba(35 a)L-in<..> la Ru-pembe n-dembwLi-fugamis<..>. Di-pefu Eki-sugamilc.> Li-yugwa Ki-pula. M-pamba Um-mage Ki-peni Li-tanda Eli-lamba, Li-bondw. Ki-rundi E-nyanzaEki-lunde. Ku-guru. Un-soni Lu-weza (35 a) Li-huwi. N-torwme Eli-duma. In-sui (Eli,bwi = a

cltittt) Li-himba. Eli-bonzu Li-bonjw N-dwmw; l!m?•lwmw; N-dwmw; mi- Un-dwmw; mi-lwmw 1m1- emi-loomw 
U-cawi or Uwu-hawi Wu-hawi Uvu-havi U-hawi
Ma-rombe, Di-rombe Ama-tsebele Ma-lombi, Ki-lombi 

N 

-1 
.. . ... 
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... 

. ·• 
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174 ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

------------�----, 

English 33. 34.
I 

3
5
. Mwera Makonde Sutu or 33 a. Ki-donde 34 a .  Mavia or Manundi Mabiba 35 a. Ki• 

36. Pai'igwa I 37. Kese or Kisi 
l 

______ ! __ I ___ L��� __ I ____ I Man ... 
Man, vir. 
Meat ... Medicine 
Milk ... 
Monkey 
Moon ... 
Mother 

Mountain ... 
Mouth 
Nail (of finger or toe) 

:\[u-ndu; wa-ndu 
Ny-ama i\Uera 

Name ... L-inaNavel... 
Neck .. . 
Night .. . 
Nose 
Ox 
Paddle 
Palm wine, beer Parrot Penis ... Pig 

Mu-nu; wa-nu :\Iu-ndu; wa-ndu M-uume; '.\1-gwzi. wa-lume :.\1-kambakw Ny-ama Ny-ama N-tela M-tera.Ki-biki:.\fa-were Lu-ziwa.Lu-visa
Ny-ima. 1\1-tumbiri or Ci-neiigw Li-tumbili Mw-edi !\lw-ezi or Mw-ebi Hiyi; Mau. wa-hiyi. Tuyi. A-nyoi'igw, Na-iiwle. Nyoi'igorw. Ma-nywkwe Nywkw. (34 a) Nina Li-cin&'.a. Ki-diinda. Mu-ango.>. Ki-tumbi Ci-cuiigw. Li-tumbi(34a) Ka-nywa. N-kanu.Cika-nywa N -dc:.>mo.> or M-lo.>mw Di-fiombe(p/.). Lu-zipw. U-kombe Suwu; hi-uwu L-ina Li-hina N-ufigu; di+ Lu-kufu orN-kuhuLi-kwti; difi-gwti C-ilo.>.

(pl.) Sifigw or Hiiigu K-ilo.> or(Ci-hi= 1-kilu.
darkness) (Lw-ihi =

darkness) M-ula; di+ 1\1-eiierw. lm-bulu (35 a) N-ombe Li-boyi. N-kawi.N-ombe.N-tondwlaNg-abi;ifi-gahiU-alwa (native U-gwimbi
beer) Li-kwalu 

N-guluwe; N-guruwe ordiii+. Li-guriiwi. Im-petumwa Li-pafigw 
(b11slt pig) 

Umu-nhu; aba-nhu 1 Mu-ndu; aba-
Ny-ama .N-thende 

:'lf-bweiigw 
Umw-edzi ;\lw-ezi 

Ki-dwnda 

Ki-wgw 
Di-hina; ma-

1-si.iigw Sii'igw 
K-irw,Pak-irw

1-seiiga. N-ombe.ln-dama Li-kambakw o

M-borwN-guruwe

38. 
Kiiiga 

Umu-nu; ava-nu Ufi-gwsi; ava-
Eny-ama Un-tuguva. Un-tui'iaya 2 Ulu-kamw. Eli-tsiva. (•kama = lo 
milk) E-iiilili ;ini-kililiUmw-etsi 

U-juva; ava-.(Uvanywkw
= thy-. Uvanyina =
his-) Eki-dugala 

U n-do.>mo.> 
Ulu-konze, [-.iionze Eli-tavwa Ulu-tumbu 
Un-sii:'i.gw. Eii-gwsi Ek-ilw. (Uvu-titu =
darlmes:.') 

E-mefiw(-peiiw)E-sei:'i.ga.U11-gide.En-gwada
Uvu-gembe 
Eii-gube. En-gwehe 

Ili-nhu = /all fellow. U gu-nhu = hulking fellow. Aka-nhu = little man, in Paiigwa. 
1'/tere £s in Kiiiga the 1 erb -lagula, which has to do with wilclura/1 medi.-i11e. 

'. 
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GROUPS I, J, K: RUFIJI--RUV"C:\L\, NYASA, AND UKINGA LANGUAGES q5 

English I Mwera Makonde Sutu or PangwaI 33. I :-- -1- -;.-,� 33 a. Ki-donde 34 a. Ma via o,.
1 

Manundi 
I Mabiha 35 a. Ki-l matengc., 

---- - ______ l_ Pigeon Li-deia N-gunda.Li,jiwa,N-jiwa orJn.zivaPlace ... Pa-ndu Pa-hali. l'a-wa. Pa- Ki-kuoja. l\ta-hala. U-tamu Pa, Rain ... M,bula. l\1-vula or Im-fula, :Yl-nuiigu. I-hula Axa,fula Mu-luiigu 
(34 a) Rat Li-kula. Li-pan ya. Gifigondw Li-kuli. lm-buku Rhinoceros \f.ela; di+ 1-.'..i-pembere or wa+. 

River ... Ci-whc., (34 a) Lu-httndi. Lu-kemba. l\Iu-tc., (34 a) Lu-si. Ma-gasi Road ... N-dila. N-jira In,jila. ln-dira (34 a) Axa-jila Salt ... :'l[u-nyu l\l w,in ye.,. Hi-hungu Shame Li-wnyi, �wni or Iny-hc.,ni Li-hywni 1-hwni.Li-hamu Sheep ... Nondwlw. \1-berere or Kondw (34a) Lim-belele Shield ... Ki-kwpa Shoulder Li,wala; ma- Li-vega ; ma-Sister .. Nuiiiina. 1\1-lumbu, N-umbw N-dumbw
Skin Mapw; di+. Lu-kanda Y-ambalaSky Li-wiiigu. Li-zuru. Ku-can ya. Ku-nani. Di-iindi l\1-biiigu Slave ... i\f u-wanda; wa• M-nwne ; wa- M-sutu; wa-.\1-banda; wa-Sleep ... Lu-wnw Lu-gwnw Smoke Ly,wsi, lli-wsiLi,whi. 
Snake Li,hywhi \I-hyongc.,; mi•. Li-ywka ln-ywka. ln-jwxa 

I-piri
Son, boy ... 1\1-nemba; wa-. Mw-ana Imw-ana M-soiigorwi-nume

- -- --- --,-----

1 Kese3
i; Kisi 38. Kii'iga 

. I N-jewa En-µta f •tuta). Eii-gundya 
Pa-iigonc., 
1-fura F.-sula 
Di,keiije Em-beva 

Ru-swkw Ulu-gasi; in-gasi. Eki-hulu N'-jera or N,dera En-zila 
Umw-inyc., 
1-swni

Di,nosi, �1i-iiosi E-nc.,lw
N-dumbu.

Eii-gwen1be Eli-vega Um-atsa. lla-rumbu U-mama.Un-niioa.(Vu,nwnu =sisterlwod)Ki-kcowa 
Ku-kianya Ku-kyanya 

Ru-gonw E-tulwDi-wsi Eli-wsi
ldi-jwka. Eli-lalwe l\la-yc.,ka (-dalwe). Ulu-jwka ; pl.in-zwka Mw-ana. Un-swamba.1N-sofigorw N-dume

1 Un-swamb-'ango> = my snn. Un-swamb-'w = thy son. L"n-swamb-c = his so11. Un-swamb-itu = our s011.Un-swamb-inyw = your son. Un-swamb-a1·w,... tl1eir son. 
N 2 

. .., 

II 

It I•• 

... 
·• . .. 

... 
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English 

Song ... 
Spear ... 

Spirit, soul Star ... 
Stick ... 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

;.- I 34. j 35. Mwera Makonde I Sutu or
36. Paiigwa -i --;;--1 -;--Kese or Kisi Kiiiga 33 a. Ki-donde 134 a. Ma via or Manundi Mabiha I 35 a. Ki-

____________ •naten� _I ______ 1_ ___ I 
Li,imbw; ma- Lu-himoo; di-. Lu-kimc.>. R-imbc.> (34 a) .:Ny-imbw.

M•kuci; mi-. Ci-ndimbw. Ri-umw. Li-hioiiga (34 a). l\lu,nya

:iVI•hambc.> ;',I,kondw. N•kwha 

Nondwa; di+. Lu-tondwa; Ci-nondi n-dondwa (34 a) Ka-lawi ; tu-. Ci-koii.c.>. Simbw. 1-ii.c.>goo (34 a)
'.\1-sagi. N-dofiga.Lu-hyatu;hyatu

Uru-embw 
N-gwha

N-dondw.Ru-tondw
Ulu,fimbw N•sagi 

Ulu-emb(,) 
Eli-gwba; ama•. En-gwha 

Ulu-tondwe. l-nondwe
E-SOllZ(,),Un-saga.Ulu-saga

Stone... ... Li,gaiiga Li-aiiga orRi-aiiga;ma-iaiiga.Li,wia,
Li-ganga.Ili-wu Li-gaiiga Eli-gafiga

Stool ... Sun 
Tail (of a mammal) Tear ... Testicles Thief ... 
Thigh ... Thing ... 
Thom ... 
Tobacco 
To-day Toe 
To-morrow Tongue 
Tooth ... Town ... 
Tree ... 

:Ma-wia (34 a)
Na-mayu. Ri-diia orLi-dula (34a) In-cira, N-ciraMi-wdi (/JI.) Ri-mumba:'11-wiwi.!flku,iwaCi-yaCi-nu ; vi-nu
:\rw-iwa 
Wria 

Lele,) LelCQ. Nerw Ci,konc.>
Lu-undu Lu-limi orLi-limi L-inw; m-enw L-inwKaya 

M-koi'igw ; mi·. N-tela.M-tera I•nandi, M•nandi, Mu-landi; mi-landi

Li-juwa orL-yuwa
:rv[,kira or�-kila Li-h{j)li ; ma-
J\l w-i vi orMw-ihi :'11-hungula Ki-ndu; hi-ndu orvi-ndul\1 w-ifa,;\h,-iha;mi-haLi-mbakw. Li-hwna Ler{j). Li-linu Lu-konje lwa mu-gulu. Lu-gumba Ki-rau Lu-Jimi; i-nimiL-inw; m-inc.,Mu-zi.Li-kaya
M-tera.M-koiigw.Ki-biki

Ili-dzuba Di,juwa 
Umu,xila 
l\!i•hwdzi ( pl.) Li•hwsi Di•toiig(,) ;\lu,heji; aba-
Iki-nhu; pl.ifi,nhu Ki•ndu; ti-ndu 

Mw,ifwa 
N-gamb(,).Di,honaLer(,), 1-rerw
Ki-raw(,) Lu-konji, N-gonjiIr-in(,)A-kaya
Di-behe. N-thende

Eki-tamel(,) .Eli-tsuva 
Un-kila 
Ulw-ihotsi 
Um-etsi (-hetsi) 
Eki-nu; isi-nu 
Un-tula; cmi-. Un-twinyw; emi-E-saj(,)
E-lel(,)Ulu-konze
Ki-lavw Ulu-limi 
El-in(,) U vu-tseiige. lsi-jumba, Eli-tsumbe Um-beki, Eli-beki. Un-tuyuva 

... 

.... 

. ... 

., . -

... 
.,.,.. ~·- , . . .. 

. , 
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English

Twins ...

Urine .••
Vein .. .
War .. . 

Water
Well ...
White man
Wife ...
Wind ...
Witch ...
WitchcraftWoman 

Womb Wood (fire•woodJ 
Yam .. .Year .. .
Yesterday ...Zebra ... 

One •..
Two .. .Three .. .
Four
Five
Six
Seven ...

Mwera Makonde 33 a. Ki,donde 34 a. Ma via or Mabiha
35. Sutu or Manundi35 a. Ki. mateiigw

36. Pai'igwa
-I 

3
7. Kese or Kisi 38. Kinga

I 33· 34, 

J -- -- --- - - - --'----� -- ----- -----''----------

:M-iufigu

N-koiigwe, \' uan-kofigwe;wa-koi'igwe

•ffic.>

•WiJi -latu; i-tatu
-xexe
Ng-anw,-ganw -g-anw na(gu)-mw -ganw na wili

Ma-ha. \V-ana wama-ha 
l\fa-kwedu
N-ondw.Hond.w M-edi

:.\1-dyau (t!ty). M-mabi ; wa-
:.\1-mepw;di-mepw 
:.\1-hyawi
U-hyawi M-mahi ; wa-.un-kongwe 

Lu-kuni

J\lw-aka.C-aka Li-dw, Li-ndw

Ma-pa�a orJ\1a-paha 
J\1 a-kwc<0.1-mahi 
N-gondw
Ma-gasi.J\'1-asi Mw-eru wama-gasi. Ki-liwa
M-dala. M-bumba.Mama M-pui'igw. Ki-pepw. M-hwahiJ\1-cawi. M-bawi. 1\1-gangaU-cawi J\1-dala. M-bumba

Li-reme Sagala. Handzu
:'11w-aka
Gorw. Li-zuLi-punda or M-bunda

Umu,sipha

Ixi-sima

Di-pasa ; ma-

:.\fa-kojw
N-gondw
Ama-ji

Mu-sui'igu
M-gori; ba-

Im-hephw l\1-bepu
U mu-ga.figa. Mu-hawi; ba-

Umu-dala; Un-dara; ba-,ava-. (:.\lu-ki• awa-dala = littlewoman; pl. va-ki-dala) 

Umw-axa

Jm-bawu
Ki-tiiii Il,Iw-aka
Gorw

•mw •mofiga. -mo.,. -mwi (Ji-mwi) Ka-mw
Tu-wereTu-datu •bili, -biri -tatu (N ,atu) 

Yu-me.,-wili -datu, -tatu
�-cece. m-cece orJ\lu-cece 1\-dzesi

•Wili (Dzi-wili)- datu (Dzi-datu) -na (Dzi-na)
-hanw (Dzi-)Ny-anw, -anw. •hanwl\tu-anw (34a) l\"y-anw na -hanw na l\fu-tandai-mw moi'iga N y-anw na -hanw na wili Heneka m-bili mu-hana

K-cece
Tu-lmnw
Tu-lintanda
Tu-limhanw

U-nyali-pasa. Uvamwi-pasa ( bot/1 in si11,t:u/ar sense) 
Un-sipa U vu-tavafigwa
Ama-yasi 

Un-sui'igu;avaUn-dala. Un-wehe
Em-epw. Eki-swla
Um-a vi; ava-havi
Uvu-haviUn-dala. Um-enza;ava-henza

lny-agala (-hagala,•sagala)
Umw-aka
I-yolo Em-unda

-pamatC1>
-veli -datu
-ni

-n-tanatu
-lekela-ku-pamatw 

j 
.. , 

I" ..... 

''. 

'_, 

... .. , 

.. , 

... 
"' ... 

ti [I 

... 

... 
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33. 34. 35. 
English Mwera Makonde Sutu or 

33 a. Ki-donde 
134 a. Ma via or IManundi 

:]------

r---
l 

Mabiha 

L 
35 a. NKi• 
matengc.,

-------------

Eight •.. 

Nine 

Ten 

,gan"' na 
tatu 

-ganw na
xexe

Kumi

Ny-anCll na ,hanw na datu 
n-atu

Ny-anCll na -hanCll na
n-cecem-cece

Ku.mi Kumi 

I
J_ 

36. 
Pai'igwa 

1vlu-nana, also 
Heneka 
k-wha (k-wha
= ' 07/er all',
'superior')

Fundika
mu-hana 1

Fundika k-c.,ha
and Ma-budi

37 
Kese orKisi 

M-hanw na 
tu-tatu

M-hanc.> na
n-cece

Cwmi

Eleven Kumi na i,mc., Kumi na yi-mu Ki,dzigw.
2 

Cwmi na 

Twenly 

Thirty 

Forty .. . 

Fifty .. . 

Hundred ... 

Thousand .. . 

I, me,_my ... Ne-yw. 
N-. 
•ni•t •ll·.
-a-i'igu

Thou,thee,thy We-yw. 
u ..

-ku-. -a-kw

He, him, his A-ywwa. 

We, us, our 

A·. 
-m•,•mU •.
•a,kwe

Twe•y(,> (?) 
Tu-. 
-tu,. -etu

Ma-kumi 
ma-wiri or 
Ma-kumi 
m-eli

Ma-kumi
ma-tatu 

Ma-kumi
n-cece

Ma-kumi 
ny-anw or 
mamu-anw 

1-gana

l\li-pa. 
N., Mb-. 
-n-,-gu•, -i'igu-.

3 

-a-iigu

We-pw. We. 
Wara,kw. 
U-. 
-ku-. -a-kw

:\fa-kumi 
ma-wili 

i\la-kumi 
ma,tatu 

Ma-kumi 
n-dzese

Ma-kumi
ma-hanw

Ne-figa. 
Ne-, Ni-, N-. 
-ni-,-n•. -a-i'igu

We-figa. 
Wewe. 
Yu-we. 
U-. 
-ku-. -a-kw

(22=Ki-dzigCll ka•mCll 
ka-vili. 33 = 
Ki-dzigw 
ka-datu) 

:\la-kCllmi 
ga-were 

1\ta-kwmi 
ga-datu 

;\la-kwmi 
m-cece

;\fa-kwml
m-hanw

Ma•kCllrni 
ga-likwmi 

Ne-1'lga. 
N-,Ni'-. 
•Il•,•ffi•.
-a-ngu

We-i\ga. 
U-. 

-ku-. -a-kw

Naiie. Nahie, Yuyu. :\Iw-ene. -a-ke, •a-jw Ywra. 
Nanye. A-, U-. 
A-, J., Ya-. -m•. -a,ke, 
-,ve. -mu., 
-m-. -a-ke

We-pa.
\\'ere-tu.
Tu,, Ti•, T-.
-tu-. -etu 

-ene 

Twe-riga. 
Twetwe. 
Tu-. 
-tu-. -etu

A·. 
-mu,. m-.
-a-ke

Twe-figa. 
Ti-. 
-tu-?, -ti-?
-a-itu, -itu

38.
Kiiiga 

-oana

•budika-ku•
pamatw

K1-tsigw, also
Un-devulw;

j>l. emi
levulw

Ki-tsigw-na
pamatCll 

Ki-tsigw 
ka-veli 

Ki-tsigw 
ka-datu 

Ki-tsigw ka-ni 

Kitsigw 
ka-hanw 

Emi-Ievulw 
kitsigw 

U-ne. Ne.
Nd'·, Nde•,
Ndi-,Ndi-.
-ne. -ni•.
-ny-. -a-ne, 
-a-iigw

Uve. Ve.
Vu-, U
•ve. -ku-.
-yw, -ve,
-a-kw

l.imw-ene.
A-, I-, Ju•.
-mw-ene. -m•, 
•lllW·. -ye, 
,ene

U-vwe. Vwe.
Vwevwe.
Tu-.
-tu-. -a-vwe
<>r -itu

1 li.'/amrothgmes-hana, not-hanw. Apparently '-hana' (�Ju-hana) means' side',' 011 one side', and' Heneka'
'leave out fro11t the others'. 

2 
lite pemlia,-numeralr of Paiigwa are erpl,zined by A'l,imrollt as ,01111ected witl1Ji11xer nolatio11, vidL' fl. 192 of 

!tis' A'urze Skizze' (Mitt. Sem. Or . .Sf,r., V()/, X). Ma via (34 a). 

• 

.. .. 

,,. "I 

~ ... ••11 

•"j 

... 

11.-f-, 
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English 

Ye, you, your 

They, them, 
their 

All 

This, these 

That, those 

I 
33. I 3

4
. 

J Mwera Makonde 
I 

35. 
Sutu t1r 

Manundi 
35 a. Ki
mateiigw 

1
33 a. Ki-donde J 34 a. Ma via or 

I 
Mabiha 

I 

Mwe-yw. 
Mu-. 
-wa-. -enu

Wa-na? 
Wa-. 
-wa-. -waw

-wha

A-yu, a-wa;
gu, a-gu, a-yi;
a-Ii, a-ga;
a-xi, a-yi;
a-yi, a-yi;
? a-lu; ? a-ka ;
gu, a-vu, a-u?;
a-ku; ? a-pa

A•yu-la, 
a•wa-la; 
a-gu-la; &,.

Mwe-pw. Mwe•nga. 
U-miie. Nyenye. 
Mu-. M-,Mu-. 
-wa-. -enu

Wa-naiiw. We-ne. 
Wa-ya. Wa-. 
Wa-. •Wa•. -aw
•Wa-. •ac.:i

-whe ,oha 

A-yu, ,yu; A-yu, a-wa ;
a-wa ; a-u, a-u j c�c.

a,i; a-li, a-no,; -la(u-la; wa-la;
ci-11<,1, vi-n<•> ; &c.)
i-nw, di-nw;
lu-nw ; tu-n<o> ;
ka-n<,, ; u-nw ;
ku-nt,1; pa-nw;
ffi\t-11(ll 

U-ya, wa-ya;
u,ya, i-ya;
li•ya, a-ya ;
ci-ya, vi-ya ,
i•ya, di-ya ;
lu•ya; tu•ya;
ka-ya ; u-ya ;
ku-ya; &,.

36. 
Paiigwa 

-onha

37. 
Kese or Kisi 

Mwe-iiga. 
Mu-. 
-ba-? -inu

Ba-ra. 
Ba- (Wa-). 
-wa-. -a-ww

-wba (? wsaka,
?emphatic)

Uyu, aba
(awa); ugu,
egi; eri,
aga; &c.

Ytt-ra, ba•ra; 
gu-ra, gi-ra; 
re-ra, ga-ra ; 
&c. 

38. 
Kiiiga 

U-nye. Nye.
Nyenye.
M-, Mu-, N

•va-. -a-nye
or -inyw

Avene. Vene.
Va-. 
-vw. -va-.
-ene, -avc.>

-oni

Ve, vw; gww, 
gyw; lyw, 
yw; kyw, 
syw; jw, 
tsw · lww · 
tww'· kco .' 

, , 

vww; kww; 
pw; mww; 
gww 

Uju, ava; 
ugu, egi; 
eli, aya; 
eki, isi ; eji, 
itsi; ulu; 
utco; aka; 
uvu; uku ; 
apa; umu; 
ugu 

Ujw-a, avw; 
ugw-a, egy-w, 
&c. 

u-lya, va-lya ;
gu-lya, i-lya;
&c.

Juju, vava;
gugu, gegi;
&c.

Jujw-a, vavw,
&c.

Ng-uju,
iig-ava;
iig-ugu, 
iig-egi; 
iig-eli, ng-aga; 
ng-eki, iig-isi; 
fig-eji, ,ig-itsi; 
fig-ulu; iig-utu; 
iig-aka; 
fig,uvu; 
fig-uku; 
ftg-apa; 
ng-umu; 
ng-ugu 

, .. 
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English 
33. I 34. 

Mwera Makonde 33 a. Ki,donde 
1
34 a. Ma via or

Mabiha 

' 

35. 
Sutu or

Manundi 
35a. Ki, 
matefigc.> 

--------- --- ---

Bad 
Black ... 

Female 

Fierce, sharp 

Good ... 

Great ... 

Little ..• 

I.ong ...
Male

Red 
Rotten 
Short .. . 
Sick .. . 

White 

Above, up, on 
top 

Before 

Behind 

Below, down 
Far 

Here . . .  

In, inside ... 

Middle 

Near •.. 

-kulu

,k.iwa. -11yata -haki 
-a na-pi, ,pi -titc.>. -yiru.

.fi.gofigwe. 
-mahi

-kali; -kali-pa
(to be-)

Cihi. (Ku-nc.>a
= lo be sweet,

good)
,kulu.

Na-norea>

-cigl. -diokc.>

-lehu
-na-nume.
N,dume

-a tafigu.
ce,kulu,
ce,kelu.
Na-norc.o-a huwi

-ipi, -wipi
-lwala.
(U-lwala = a
disease)

-a nibe, -pe.
-nabi.
-helela (to
be-)

Mu,ha. 
Ku-can ya, 
Pa-canya 

Mw,hyu 

Ku,hye or
Kw-bye. 
Ku,nyuma 

Pahi 
Kucu. 
Ku-kala 

Panw, Pana. 
W copwpapa, 
Upwpapa 

M,kati. 
Iii-kati 

Pa•kati 

Xa-nyenje 

-pili

-i-dala.
-m-bumba

-kali

,maha 

•baha,
,waha,
-ii-kuluiigwa

-debe. •Scokc.>

•tali
-gc.>si

M-gc.>gwloo

,dufiu 
-kata. -wcola
-fupi or -yipi
-tamu.
-rwara

•wara-fu.
-huhu

l,a.canya. 
Pa,nani 

Ku,loiigwlw. 
Pa-lungi pa

K um-bele. 
Mu-nyuma 

Pahi 
Ku-tali 

Kwnc.>, Kuni. 
Pa-ni. 
Pamba 

Mu-gati, 
1\1-kati,P',,Pa

l'a-kati 

Pa-pipi 

- 36� 1-3-;- -I
Pafigwa Kese or Kisi

j

---------
-bi-fu
-thalamu.
-thithu,
n-hitbu

-xali

·Il<Q•fu

•vola. -bofu
,fuphi

Pasi, Phasi 

Pha,gati 

-be,fu
-titu

-n-dara

•DCQ,fu

,baha; 
-gorongea>

-cc.>kw. -nandi

N-gambakc.>

.futc.o 

Apa 

:\iu-kati 

38. 
Kiiiga 

•Vivi
-titu

-n-dala

-talamu

•Ilc.>ga j •DWDU

-m-baha

-debe.
Ki-sekele

-tale
-lume,X-dume.
-gwsi.
-kambaku

•gc.>gw!c.>.
•lala

-duiiu
•Vc.>•SU
-supi
-tamu

-vala-su

Pa-kyanya. 
Nena, 
Pa-nena. 
•Olli (Mw-oni,
&-c.) 

Mbu-lofigolo 

M,bele 

Pasi 
-vu-tale, -tale

Baba. 
Kunc.> 

Umwa. 
Mu-gati 

l'a,gati, 
Ku,gati 

Pipi. Kw-ipi 

... 

'" 

,O]t] ... 

I· 

... 
. .. 

,., 

... 
... 
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... 
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English 

Outside 

Plenty, many 

There ... 

Where P 
No! 

Not(111ithi":rb, 
as prefix, in

fix, or suffix) 

To 
,, beat 

,, buy, sell 

,, come 
,, cut 

,, dance ... 
,, die 

,, eat 
,, give 

,, go ... 

,, kill 
,, know 

,, laugh 
,, leave off, 

cease 
,, love,want 
,, see 

,, sit,remain, 
abide 

,, sleep ... 

,, stand,stop, 
be erect 

,, steal ... 

33. 
Mwera 

34. 
Makonde 

35. 

33 a. Ki-donde 34 a. Ma via or
' Mabiha 

_I 
Sutu or 

Manundi 
35 a. Ki
matefigc., 

, .. 

Pa-nji, 
Pa-nda 

N-ndi, -ndi.
-whe

Kuya. Paya. 
Kunw 

Kwaci? 
Itamiia ! 

Hi-, Hu-, Ha-, 
Ha-tu, &c. 
-na- (subJ .)

Ku
•kwma. 

-tarega
-hyiima

-ida
-kafiana

-wina
-hwa 

-lya 
•Wifia nr
-winya

,hwena

-ulaya. -lia
-manya.

-maiya
-hyeka
-leka

-penda
-ona, -wona,
-lwla

-ikala or
-kikala

-lala (lie
d(Y'd!11)

-hyimila.
-takaluka

-iwa

Yiw-ibala. 
Kw-ibala. 
Ku-ndza 
Pa-ndza 

-omehere.
Vululu. -ingi

Ukw, Kula,
Pala

Kwa? Ku?
Nw ! Nale!
Nda!

Na-. Sa-?
-kwtwka
(neg. verb, to
abstain from),
-ndeka

Ku
•twwa. 
-puta

-gura.
-lomba.
-hemela

-bwera. -hisa
-tema.
-hikita

•hina
-fwa. -hwa

-lya
-pera. -pa-.'
-hamba

-genda

-kwma
-manya

-heka
-leka

-gana. -para
-wwna. -lwra

-gwna.
-gwzela

-yima 

-hija. -yiwa

J6-
Pangwa 

Uxu-

-ija
-vwla.
-hoi'igwla

-fwa.
(Uxu-fwa)

-lya

-genda

-hexa

-bwna

-ixala

-gwna (lo
sleep witlt)

-ima

-, -;. -, 38. 

Kii'iga j Kese or Kisi 

_I _j 

-ii'igi

Para 

Dietu '. (-kana ! 
to refuse) 

-ri (sulJix). No
11e1:ative pre

.fires. Com
pare Ki
matumbi)

Ku-

-gura.
,himera

-ica, -iza 

-jumba
-fwa

-ra
-pa

-wwka

-manya,
-manye 2 

-ronda
-rwra

-hedya

Ku-nzi, Pa-nzi 

-olosu,
-oi'igosu,
-oiigesu

Palya. 
Kukw 

Ndapi? -ku? 
Bakw! 

Na-. Kita-. 
-ga (ne({ative
suffix )or in
finitives, 
future, and 
imperative). 
Jw-ga (11ot
only} 

Uku
•twva. 
-bitsula

-gula

-itsa

-kumbela
-swa

-lya
-pa

-beha. -vuka.
-luta. -genda

-buda
,manya

-heka

-leka, -lekela

-gana, -yana
-vwna. -lala

-tama

-gwna

-ema. -simika

-hetsa

1 Ku-nyima=nt>/ to gh·e. 
2 -manye-ri=k11ow 110/. Kese l1<1s negative ;xrbs or auxiliary vc,-bs liA:c Ki-matumbi.

... 

" .. 
. .. ... . . 
... 

,_ ' .. 
.... ,.. ... , . 

...... . .. 

, .. 
-bl:ma. .. 

h• •·· 
◄• 
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PREFIXES A�D CONCORDS IN KI-MWERA 

No preprefixes. 

Class 1. Mu-, M- (mu, m-, ii-, yu-); 2. Wa- (wa); 3. Mu-, M• (mu-, m-, gu); 4. Mi- (mi-, yi, i-); 
5. Li-, Ji•?, - (Ii); 6. Ma- (ma-, ga); 7. Ci-, Xi-, Ki(?) (xi-, xi); 8. Vi-?, I- (yi-, i); 9. N- (M-), ff.
(n-, i); Jo. same as 9; 11. Lu• (Ju); 12. ? ; 13. ? ; 14. U- (u-, gu ?, vu-?); 15. Ku- (ku); 16. Pa•
(pa); 17. ?.

PREFIXES, &c., IX MAKONDE AKD MAVIA 

::-Jo pre prefixes. 

Class I. Mu,, M-, N, (m-, mu, yu-, u-); 2. Wa- (wa); 3. Mu-, 1\1,, N-, Y11- (34 a) (m-, mu-, u); 
4· Mi- (mi-, i); 5. Li• (Ii); 6. Ma- (ma-, a) ; 7. Ci-, Ki- (ci, ki); 8. Vi- (vi); 9. N• (M-), N- (n•, i); 
10. Lin-, Ndin•, Din- (di, liii-); I 1. Lu-(lu); 12. Tu-(tu); 13. Ka- (ka); 14. U-(u); 15. Ku-(ku); 16. Pa
(pa); 17. Mu• (mu-).

PREFIXES, &c., IN SUTU-MATENGlu 

X o pre prefixes except in Nos. 9 and 10. 

Class I. Mu-, M-, N- (mu, m, yu-, u•); 2. Wa- (wa); 3. Mu-, M-, N- (mu-, m-, u); 4. Mi• (mi-, 
i); 5. Li- (Ii·); 6. Ma- (ma-, ya-); 7. Ki- (ki-); 8. 1-, Hi-, Vi- (hi-, ,·i-); 9. Yin-, In-, N- (M-), ff., Ny-, 
- (n-, i-): 10. I-, In•, N-(M-) , N-, Ny-, Hy-, -(i-?, zi-1); JI. Lu, (Ju-) ; 12. missing in Sutu, Tu, Tw•
in \fa-tengw; 13. Ka- (ka-); 14. U-, Hw- (u-); 15. Ku- (ku-); 16. Pa- (pa-); 17. Mu• (mu-), A
honorific.

PREFIXES, &c., IN PANGWA 

Prcprefixcs present in foll. 

Class J. Umu-(mu, ? gu-) ; 2. Aba-, Ava-, Awa-(ba-); 3. Umu-(mu-, gu); 4. Iml-(mi- gi); 5. Ili-, 
I-?, Ji-? (Ii, ji ?) ; 6. Arna- (ma-, ga ?) ; 7. Ixi- (xi); 8. Ifi. (h); 9. In- (Im-), (ji,j, n-?) ; 10. ? Dzi-(dzi); 
11. Ulu-(lu); 12. ? ; 1 3. Aka-(ka); 14. Ubu-, Uwu- (bu); I 5. Uxu- (xu); 16. Pa-, Pha- (pa); 17. Mu-?

(? ) ; 18. Ugu- (gu ?). 

PREFIXES, &c., I:'\ KESE 

Preprefixes present. 

Class 1. Um-, Un•, Mu•, M, (mu,?); 2. Aba•, Be.>• (ba) ; 3. Um-, Un•, Mu-, M-(mu,?); 4. Imi-(mi-, ?) ; 
5. ldi-, Iri,, Di- (ri, di); 6. Ma•(? Arna-) (ma-, ga ?) ; 7. Ki- (ki) ; 8. Fi- or Vi- (fi or viJ; 9. In• (Im•),
-, N- (ji, j, n-1); 10. ? same as 9; ll. Uru•, Ru•, Du• (ru); 12. Tu (tu); 13. Aka- (ka) ; 14. Wu-, U-,
Bu-(wu ?) ; 15. Ku- (ku); 16. Pa• (pa); 17. Mu-.

PREFIXES, &c., IN KINGA 

Prcprcfixes present. 

Class 1. Umu,, Um-, Un•, Un•, u. (um-, un-, -mw-, 111-, u-, ,·e); 2. Va-(va, ,·111-); 3. Umu-, Um•, Un-, 
Ufi- (mu-, un-, gu, -yu); 4. Emi- (emi-, )'i, i-); 5. Eli• (Ii) ; 6. Arna• (ama-, ma-, -ya); 7. Eki• (kiJ; 8. lsi• 

(si); 9. Eni•, Eny•, En-(Em•), E· (en-, ji, i-); 10. Ini-, Iny-, lnz•, In-, E· (n- (m-), tsi, i-); 1 I. Ulu-, 
Uru• (lu, ru); 12. Utu• (tu); 13. Aka· (ka) ; 14. Uvu• (vu); 15. Uku- (ku); 16. Pa-, Ba (pa, ba); 17. Mu• 
(mu-, m·, n); 18. Uyu, (-yu). 

Also the Nya prefix, without 1.:on,;ord. 
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33. Mwera and 33 a. Kidonde are spoken in the hinterland of the Lindi coast district of German
East Africa between the :\Ihemkuru river on the north and the Lindi or Lukuledi river on the south,
and extending sporadically to the Ruvuma. To it seems to be allied the wide�pread but unrecorded
dialect of the \Vadonde, which extends from the ]\,fiddle Rufiji and its Marafigandu affluent on the north-
west to the Mbemkuru on the south.

34. Makonde and 34 a. Ma via or Mabiha are spoken in the coast regions of German East Africa
and northern Portuguese East Africa immediately behind the Swahili sea-shore settlements; between 
the Mbcmkurn river on the north and the Msalu or Marari. 

35. Sutu (Manundi) and 35 a. Kimatengc.:, arc spoken in the Magwafigwara or Aiigrnni country of 
south German East Africa, north of the Portuguese frontier and Upper Ruvuma, south of Upaiigwa and 
the basin of the Upper Ruliji; east of the Maraiigandu and the Mtctesi-Muhesi. The Wamateiigro 
extend their range to the east coast of Lake I\ yasa, south of the Kisi coast-belt and Ruhuhu river. 

36. Pafigwa is spoken in Upaiigwa, a very mountainous tract to the north-east of Lake Nyasa;
east of the Livingstone mountains and west of the Pitu river; and south of the Bena and west Matumbi 
countries. 

37. Kese or Kisi is spoken on the north-cast coast of Lake Nyasa from the northernmost point of
the lake, southwards to the River Ruhuhu. 

38. Kifiga is spoken in Ukiiiga, north of the north end of Lake �yasa, south of the Upper Ruaha
basin, west of Ubena and cast of Nkonde and vkukwe. 



GROUP L 

THE TANGANYIKA-BANG\VEULU LANGUAGES 

39. Ka•bwari. 39 a. Ki-lega'40, Guha41. Tabwa
42. Bemba (Ki-emba)
43. Lufigu
43a. Mambwe

·-:-

English 

Adze ... ... Animal, wild beast 
Ant . . . ... 

Ant, white (termite) 
Ape (chim-panzi or gorilla) Arm ... Arrow 

Axe ... . .. 

Baboon 
Back ... 
Banana 
Beard ... 

Bee 
Belly ... 
Bird ... 

Blood ... 
Body ... Bone ... 

39. l 40. Ka-bwari Guha 39 a. Ki-lega 
I ----

Ke-londa M-bajw�-ama or Ny-amaNy-ama Lu-asi; n-asi M-basi.Bu-niegene 
Mu-swa. N-jwwa.Lu,:,suiiga; N-swasunga Swkw 
Ku-bwkw; ma- Ku-bwk<»; ma-Mw-ambi; mi-. M-bi, M-ketw. Ki-keiige. :\fu-sari; mi-. 1-swma (39 a) .\:sari.;m1-san :\1-basa. Ka-temw; tu-M-bwacu.1-yuka.Lu-kasu;fi-gasu (39 a)N-gama Twlue 
::\tw-oi'io, N-gofiw or J\I-gongw M-ongw Ki-w ; pl. bi-w. Twka, Twke, Konde; ma+ Twki ; ma+ 
Lu-Ievu. Ka-lesi ; tu-K.a-levu; Tu-levu =(hair of).N -delu (39 a) ;,;r)'•Uki, Nz-uki 
Vumu. l\J-uki Gumw 1-kunduKa-nwni; tu- U-nwni; mi-,Ka-nc.oni 
Mu-si. Ma-si '.\1i-lwa, (39 a) M-lwhaMu-biri M-biliFua; ma+. Kuja orKu-ha (39 a) Kudza; ma-kuja Borassus palm Kc.okc.o Belewili; ma+ 

41. 42. 43• Tabwa Bemba Lungu (Ki-e1uba) 
Ka-temw Im-bafi N-nama In-nama Ky-ama 
::\Iu-naw. Im-pasi. Kalandu M-pazi Awa-nangi 
Bu-swa Ulu-swa W-c,myi
'v-swkw Jn-Sc.>k<» 
Ku-bwkw Ku-wwkco 1-kasaMu-vwi Mu-fwi Umu-vwi

!\1-bazw. Li-sembe. Im•pasa '.\I-bavi. 1-sembe; ma-Li-zembe 
N-kwlwe Korwe, Kolc.>e Kolowe l\lu-ongw. Mu-sana. 1l u-sana. JV[u-sana Jn-uma I-tunduLi-konde; ma- N-konde. KondeLi-tcoce(fruit). I-twee ( wild)Lu-levu. '.\[w-efu Ki-lezu Mu-efu 

N-zuki. Ulu-2,imu. In-zimu K-zimu Ici-pa�i Li-vumw. Di-fumc.o In-dilwa (Li-bu= /bier) Ki-wni; vi- Ki-coni, Iki-wni. Ki-unyi 
Mu-lc.opa Ci-pele Mu-lc.opa; rm- Uw,azi 
'.\tu-bili 1fu-wiri Mw-idi Li-kuza. Li-fupa 1-fupaLi-fupa 
Ka-bilibili J\lu-kwma :\lu,kwma 

43a. l\1ambwe 

Ka-pasa Ny-ama 
Simu-nyemwe. N-kalandu.Jm-pasiU-wni

J-kasa; ma-l\tu-vwi ; 1111-.Lu-kyetw;n-kyetw
Im-pasa. '.\I-patw. 1-se; ma-se
Kolwe or \'a-kolwe l\lu-sisi. 1-tunduN-konde.(Ira� '.\tu-fuka)Ki-lezu

N-zimu
N-diliwa
Ki-uni 
Uw-azi 
�[w-ili Fupa 
l\Iu-kc,;,ma 

1 Kilega, ,1s spoJ:en near Ltzl:e Ta.11,,,-a11yika., is akin lo Kabwari ; but ii is really /1///e ehc than i\•o. 14-t•

.. 
1--, 

-• 

I I 

.. ... 



English 

Bow 

Bowels 

GROUP L: THE TANGANYIKA-RANG\\'EULU LANGUAGES 

I 

39. 
IKa-bwari 

39 a. Ki-lega 
J 

- 40. 41. 1 -42� -j -�3� -i- �3: - -Guba Tabwa 

I 

Bemba Luiigu Mambwe 
(Ki-emba) 

-------------- -- -----

Mw-eit<.,); mi- Bu-ta 

l\li-la Mi-la 

Bu-ta 'Wu-ta, 
Ubu-ta 

!\Ia-la 

U-lapwa; ama• U-lapwa

Ma-la ya Arna-la 

Brains Ma-ka. 13-oiigo
nc�•kese (39a) 

N-da. :-Via-la
(Hu-la)

llu-oiigoo. 1-tompwe

Ki-fuba

I-here; ma

Urnu-nyina.

limun-da 
Tompwe 

Breast (man's) Ki-ari Ki-ali

Breast 
(woman's) 

Brother 

Buffalo 

Bull ... 

Buttocks 

Canoe ... 

Cat 

Charcoal 
Chief ... 

Child ... 

Cloth ... 

Country 

Cow ... 

Crocodile ... 

Date palm ... 
Day ... .:.

Bele; ma+ 

:'\I w-an'-itu. 
i\lu-butwa. 
!\Iu-tamba 

Bele

\Iw-an'-etu.
M-umi.
\Iu-kingu

J\T-w. l\i-b= M-<.,)g<.,) 
(39 a) 

Mu-tui'igula 
(39 a) 

\Ia-take.). J\Ta-takw 
Ma-kuma 
(39 a) 

Bw-atw; m-atw Bu-atw 

Ka-nyabw. X-yavu
M w-era (39 a) 

Mu-twale. Kwlw 
Numbi. :\lu
lwhwe (39a) 

Mw-ana. 
K-ana.
'.\1-alaika

\lw-enda. 
N-guvw

\1,pekw, 
:\1-pehw 

Ki-bale.); bi-. 
:\lu-ziu. 
Bu-sambw 

N-ga
n-gazi-ana.
:.\1-kaci wa
ii-ombe

N-wena.
N-andu,
N-gwentia
(39a) 

Ka-ime 
Bu-su, Lu-su ; 
ma-su (pl.). 
:\fu-�uba 
( = lt):hl). 
J.Jumbu; ma
(39a)

l\1w,ana 

;\[w,enda 

l\T-behw 

1-nzi

N-ome

N-wena

Bu-sigi; pl. 
ma-sigi. 
Mw-ijuva 

Tomfwe
Ki-fuba.

N-kulw
Li-here; ma-

Ki-nsafiga, 
N-dum-ya,
;\1w-ine,
N-dum-csh>,
G-'l'.

M-b<.,)W

Li-takw. 
J\lu-pani. 
\1-putu 

llw-atw, 
Kabw-atw 

Ka-mensi. 
Ka-paka 

Li-fita 
Li-kwlw. 

Im-fumu 
\lu-sumba 

1\tw-an-ikc or 
J\lw-a'-ikc. 
l\lw-ina; fil. 
b-ena

N-salu.
'.\l}•enda

Mu-pepw
Ka-sama

Ky-al<.,)

N-gombe
li-kwta

N-hwena

l\Iu-tende 
's-siku. 

N-dume

lm-puti. 
!\la-take.) 

Bw-atw 

;\1,paka. 
Sumbwe. 
I-cwna

l, mu-fita 
lrn-funm 

'.\Iw-ana, 
K-ana; j,/.
utw-ana

ln-salu. 
Ici-rundu 

Im-pepw 

Ici-alw. 
Im-paiiga 

N-ombe.
Kombe.
fo,kwta

In-wena 

Ki-fiia 

I-ede; ma-ede

U-lupwa; pl.
n-dupwa.
\lw-ina

l\[a.takw 

U-atw

'l-yau

:\1 w-ene ; a-ene 

Mw-ana; ana 

In-salu 

M-panga

Ifi-ombe 

lii-gwcna

Kwba ( 
light) 

U wu-i,iku ; f>l. \V-anda ; 
day- in-�iku pl. m-anda 

Ki-fua 

Mw-ina, 
.\Iu-nyo. 

M-pambasi

�-yau 

Ma-kala 
\,J.fumw; 
a,fumw. 
:\[ w-ene 

Mw-ana; ana 

ln-saru. 
\lw-enda. 
Mw-era 

;\l,pepw 

In-si. 
:\1-pai'iga 

N-ombe
ya•iiki.
::--1-dama
(ltetfi:r)

In-gwena

Mw-anda. 
Mu-sanya. 
l'\ -sangalala 
(daylight) 

1' -cii 

F, 

Cold 

... 
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English 
T 

Ka-l�ari I 39 a. Ki-lega 
40. 

Guba 
41. Tabwa 42. Bemba (Ki•emba) 

Devil, evil 1-dima ; ;\l-kisi N-gulu. Ki-wa Ki,ilkala.spirit ma-rima lci-banda. Mu-pasi. Ki-wa Doctor (medi- '.\fo.fumw :\Iu-nailga In-nanga. Si-iianga cine man) Dog ... 
Donkey 
Door, door• way 
Dream 
Drum ... 
Ear 
Egg 
Elephant 
Ellcrement Eye 
Face, forehead 
Fat 
Father 

Fear ... 
Finger 
Fire Fish 
Foot 
Forest 

Ka-bwa or Im-bwa Kapa. ,\1-punda 
Kam-bwa; tu- Ka-bwa Im-bwa 

Ki-vi; bi-. ,\lw-anw 
(doorway). Mu-kinda 
(39 a) Ku-lwta, N-jwciN-wma or N•gwmw.:\1u-lileKu-ti:ii. I-twi

1-ye. C-ayi;
j,1. m-ayiN-zwvu.K-jwu (39a):\Ia-vi. Tu-biD-isw; m-esw 

:\1-esw. Ki-ene �fa-futa. :\la-kuta (39a) 

N-genga
N-jianc.>: mi-.Ki-limba
K-ilw; bi-.N-dwtwN-wma
Ku-tu; pl. ma-tu. Ku-tui Uji; ma-uji. Husi N•y(>)gi 
Tu-ivi, Tu-bi L-isc.>
Kc-kieni, Ku-merw Ma-kita 

\\'-aii.kenka; pl. baw-. Ka-balwa. Kikw �[u.}yaogw. Ki-bi. Ki-izi 

In-dwkwe. 1\1-pelembe 
'.\1 w-iOfii. Ci-wi <>r lei-bi 

Ki-lwtw. Ka-lw Ki-rwtw. l,;lu-lwtw N-wma N-wma
Ku-twi 
Li-yi ; ma-yi. Li-teta 
::--i•Z<->VU 

Tu-vi 
Li-ns<-> 

Lu-kebu. M-ensea>l\la-futa

Ku-twi 
Di-ni 
In-swfu 
Ama-fi Di-nsw 
Kum-enSc.> 
Ama-futa 

Tata- (wane). Tata. l•fio. I-r-a•ke. &-c. l a-tata.
SO), Se, Tata. Ta-we Tata. W-isw, 

Hi•l'o (both 

? Tutu =my; Swor W-isi 
Wi-sw =llz_y; 

//use latterjlls. 
1111d /w11on'jic 
slllg.) 

Bu-wba, B-wba Jlw-enyw 
;\lu-nwe. Nwe: mi,nwe. l'vlu-sai; mi- J\1-nye Ka-ia. Tu-iya Ka-Ia Swi. Ny-ama :\le-vera (pl.) Ki-kasa. Ki-kasa; bi-. Ki-limba; vi-. Ku-gt11 u 1-tindi (39 a)Ki-bila. Numbe \lw-itu. Ki-tundu 

Se, \\ii-se = !tis ; Si-t we =
our; Si-nwe= J'ottr. Si-bM= tlieir

Ki-tinw. (Ku-tina = to 
fear) '.\Iu,nwe 
:\Iu-lirw Li-sa.bi. Ki-kulu Ku-ulu. '.\la-ulu 
:\lw-itu 

l\lw-ensw 
Mu-niie. C-ala; ifi-ala '.\lu-rirw I•sabi, Li-sawi Lu-kasa 
l\lu,situ 

4j• Lungu 
Ki-wa ; vi-wa 
Si-iiaiiga 
Sim-bwa 
t\,dokoi 
Ki-sasa 

Ki-lootea> 
li'i-gwma 
Ku-twi 
Oi-enza; 
In-zwvu 
Arna-vi Di-nsea> 
Kuma-SCA> 
i\ma-futa 

ln-tete 
llmu-nue; mi-niie\f.otwIn-sui

ma-

lii-gazw (pl.) 

Mu-situ 

43a. Mambwe 
Ki-wa 
Si-naiiga 
Sim-bwa 
N-dog(>)we
Ki-saza; k1-sekw 
K-dwtw
N-gc.>ma
Ku-tui 
Li-ensa; m-ensaN-zwvu
L1-nSc.> : ma-nsw Kuma-nsw 
'.\la-futa. l\la-nwna Tata. Sw, 1-si

N-tete
Mu-nwe 
M-otw
N•swi 

Lu-azw; iii-gazoo
Lu-tala 

---] 
-

.. , 

-

ltll ,..II 

..... -



English 

Fowl .. . Frog .. . Ghost .. . 

Giraffe Girl 
Goat 

" 
(he) 

,. (she) ... God 

Grandparent 

Grass ... 
Ground 
Ground-nut 
Guinea-fowl 
Gun 
Hair 
Hand ... 

Head .. . 
Heart .. . 
Heel 
Hide 

GROUP L: THE TANGANYIKA-RANGWEULU LJ\NCt;ACES 

39· Ka-bwari 39 a. Ki-lega 
40. Guba 41. I 42. 43. 

------- -
I 
----·1-

Tabwa I Bemba II Lungu I (Ki-emba)
43 a. Mambwe 

N-gwkwN-gwkw Ki-ulaMu-zimu; mi-. N-kisi; mi-.Ki-kuli 

Numa 

Naya; bi-nyaga 

:\1-pakasi 
:\1-iizi. M-uji. Buzi;M-buci (39 a) ma-buzi

Ka-bezia. Firie. '-ly-ambi 139 a) N-guku.Ba-kalukisi
(pl.)

Ka-bejea. M-pungu.Lezi 1
Ba-kuli. Ba-kwte 

N-kwkwKi-ulaKi-zwa.l\fo.pasi ; mi
(11nastral
spirit). N-gulu (evil
spirit)TwigaKi-nundwe.Mu-kaziyaua1\1-buzi

Ka-pwata. M-pumbwe
Leza. Lezarna-laiigu 
fla-kwte. Ba-kuku Vi-kwlwe. Ba-kulu 

M-ani. Y-asi. Ki-asi; Hi-kusiJ.u-sukuLwba
Ka-zuzu. Ka-lima (39 a)Kaiiga. N-gaiiga,I-langa (39 a)Bundusi. . Ke-bwvye 

/ 39 a) l\1-vi.iire. Suki (39 a) Ki-anzanza. Kb>•bwkw. Ki-basabasa. l\1-anja (39 a) :\lu-twe 
l\Tu-tima 
Ki-sukulu. Ka-bili-bili 

(39 a) L-ii. Ki-sava; vi- (39 a)

bil\la-bue 
Ka-jugiia 
Kana 
Bunduki, N-gwhw
Ny-uwele, N-jili1\1 w-iswe : ma-, Ku-bwkw
Tue 
'.\'-tima 

11u-loiigw. \fa.)wba, l\1a-lundw 1\1-balala 
Li-kaiiga 
\1-futi. Ki-pwlwpwlw. Bu-ta Lu-vwlli. l\Iu-sisi l\lu-nwe. Ki-zanza. Ku-bwkw 
:\lu-twe 
Mu-tima 

Ka-sindagolw. Ka-siiiginw. Ka-sindagulu Ka-sinzilw 
Ki-lei'iga. Ki-sewa M-papa.Ki-kanda

Iii-kwkwC-ulaMu-pasi

I-ci-liama-luba
Im-buzi 

lii-kwkw
l\Iu-pasi. �lu-zimu. l\Itt-zii. 

lm-buzi 

1-lesa, Li-lesa. 1-lezaUmu-luiigu
Fi-kolwa. Awa-kwla. ;5i-kulu, l5w,kulu, W-i1>i-kuluKi-ani. lfi-
Mu-sidi 
Iii-kalaiiga. ln-i;iama 
Di-kaiiga, N-kanga
�1-futi 
l\lu-sisi 
Lu-pi ; ma-pi 

'.\lu-tue 
'.\Iu-tima. (lim-wew = 
life)Ka-tende; utu-. lci-tende Umu-kupw. Im-papa. lti-kanda 

I-swte
I-vu
l\I-balala 
I-kafiga
i\1-putu 
N-yele
1-kufi

'.\lu-twe; mi
i\Jw-enzw. (1-tima = 
liver) Ki-utunta 

1 Lezi - c/011d�·-

N-kwk<0Ki-iilaMu-pasi

N-wiyaKa-ki.Mu-kaziana M-buzi
Sawe 
:\I u-luiigu. Leza 
Kuku. Sw-kulu, lsi-kulu 
1-swte.Ka-sanza'.\[ u-sili. Pa-nsi
:\f-balala 
Kafiga 
M-putu
X-yele
1-kasa

Mu-twe. N-kwtwMw-enzw.(1-tima =
liver) Ki-ntunta. 

Ki-kwera. M-papa

_L 

... 

., .. 
I,, "I r"''l'"I 

,,, 

.. , 
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English 

----T
- 1-

Ka-bwari Guba 

39. l 40. _____I
39a. Ki-lega 

___ _

Hill Ki-rim bi. Lu,gulu. 
Lii,Uba (39 a) 

Hippopotamus N-uvu, 
N-guvu (39a)

:\lu-tenda 
Ny-igi 

Hoe Lu-kasu Ln-kasu 
B-uki
Ln-ega;

Honey B,uki 
Horn .. . Di-a ; m-eya. 

House ... 

Hunger 
Husband 

Hyena 

Iron ... 

Island 

Ivory ... 

Knee .. . 

Knife .. . 

Lake ... 

Leg 

Lu-iya; ng-iya 

K-zu; ma+.
.K-dabu;
ma-labu.
Kc,5(,)sw,
M-swsw (39a)

N-zala
I-be ; bai,be
(39 a)

Ci,mbwe.
Ki,mbwi

Ki-uma. 
Ki-kale 

Ki-lila. 

me-ega

Sibw. 
N-dzese;
ma,zese

�y-ala 
M-palume

Ki,mbwi ; bi-

Ki-geala, 
Ki-gera 

Ki,lela 

:\fe-nco ga 
n-ywgi

Ki,kila 
Di-a or Li-a 
lye n-zc.>vu. 
Mu-baiiga 

Li-viii. I-lu. Si; ma-si 
Ma,vui. Ma-lu 

M w-ele ; mi-. Lu-hete. 
Ki-wabi. K-ele;
Lu,baw ; tw-ele
m-bau (39a)

Ki-riba X-duyi,
N-gwkw

Kulu. Ku-gulu 
:\lu-indi. 
I •tindi (39 a) 

N,we N,ge; fi-gwe 

Ka-pili 

Ki-wfwe. 
:\I-vubu 

Lu-kasu 
B-uki. Bu-iki
Li-sen�w ;
ma-seiigf». (Cf.
I-seiiga, ox) 

;\ •sesi.
N-ganda.
:.Iu,tan:la

l'i/,zala 
Mu-lume 

Ki-mbwi. 
Lu-sum pa. 
l.u-pula
fi-kalamu

Ki-ela. 
Mn-tape.)

Ki-lira

L-ina lya
n-zwvu

Li-kufi 

:,..ru.ere 

llu-biza, 
Ki-ziba, 
Ki-lambe, 
Y-embe,
N-kwkw
( Taii,l{a11yil.:a)

Kn-ulu; ma-

Ka-mfuma Leopard 

Lion ..• N-dambwe
l\Ii,Jwmw (fl/.)
Bu-lwzi.

'.\1-tambwe N-kalafiga
:\I i-rwmw ( pl.) M i-lwmc.) (pl.) Lips .. . 

Magic .. . 

Maize ... 

Man 

Man, vir. 

N•1dsi.
Bu-law

Ki-saka.
Ma-safigu.
C-ebele (39 a)

:\[u-ndu; 
ba-ndu 

llu-gafiga Bu,lwzi 

Ki-saka Ki-safige, 
Ny-aiige 

Ndu; ba-ndu :,..ru.ntu; 
b1-ntu 

l\I-palume l\Iu-lume 

Ulu-piri 

1-�fwe.
lm-vuvu

lilu-kasu
B-uci
In-seiigw

N-anda

In-sala 

Ki-mbwi. 
Buya. 
Ci,nsokc.)ta. 
lci-nsumpa 

Ki-eala. 
li-lui'igu

Ki-rira. 
Ci-siwa 

I-dinw lya
Il•Sc.)fu

Di,kufi or
Li-kwfi

J\lw-ele.
Umu-pene

Ici-pula 

Mu-konsc.) 

Im-bwiri 

In-kalamu 
J\lu-rwmw 
Jlw-anga. 

Ubu-lw;:;i 

Iny-ange 

Mu,ntu; 
ba-ntu 

In,kambwe 

Ulu-kasu 
U-gyi
lm-pembe

N-anda

!\',zala 

Ki-mbwi 

Iki-eala; 
,i-eala 

Ki-dila 

D-inc.) la
in-zwvu

Kw-kc.)la 

Mw-ele 

I.i-emba

Kultt 

Nai':igu 

l\T u•l<.o)mw 
Uw-aiiga 

Ki-saka 

,\fo-ntu; a,ntu 

43a. 
Mambwe 

Ka,mwamba 

Ki-viiii 

I-se; ma-se
Uki
Pembe.

N-tandala
(spiral)

N-ganda

N-zala
:.1 u-kalamba.
Iya

Ki-mbwi.
,\-sugutu

Ki-era 

Ki-lila 

Pembe zia 
Il•Zc.>VU 

J\f w-ere 

Ln-si. 
I.1-emba

Ku-ulu. 
l\1u-ulu 

I-nai':igu.
Ka-mboto

Ki-sama
:!\-lu-lwmc.>
vw-ai':iga.
(M u-lc.)zi =
111,rgid,m)

Ki-saka

11u-ntu; a-ntu. 
(Li kalamba = 
111,llllwod) 

:\1-onsi. 
Ka-Jume 

,, 
.,, 

.. 
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GROUP L: THE TANGANYIKA-BANGWEULU LANGUAGES 

English 

Meat ... 
Medicine 

Milk ... 

Monkey 

Moon ... 

Mother 

39. 
Ka-bwari 

39 a. Ki-lega 

N-ama
Bu-law

Ka-kene 

Mw-ezi 

Mountain ... Mw-ala 

Mouth 

40. 

Guba Tabwa Bemba 
(Ki-emba) 

-4-I-. �4-Z-. --

---�--

Ny-ama 
Mi-ti 

Ma-bele 

Ng-ema. 
N-kima

Mw-eji.
Kw•e�i 

Maju. 
NyQ)•kw. 
Nana. Nina, 
&c. 

N-tandw.
Lu-gulu
lu-kata.
N-guru

:!\n-ama 
Bufi-afiga. 

In-ama 
Umu-ti 

Mi-ti 
Ma-bere Ulu-kama. 

M-pefige.
M-bele

Mw-ezi, 
Kw-ezi. 
(Lu-samw =
moonlight) 

1-i;iba

Mu-penje. 
In-cima 

Mw-ezi, 
Mw-e�i 

Ya-iigu. Ma-yco, 
Nw-kco. Nina. NQ)•kco, 
Nine-twc Nyina. 

Lu-pili 
Mama. 

Lu-piri; 
im-piri 

Aka-nwa 

Na• 

43. 
Lufigu 

Iny-ama 

Saiigye 

Nail (of finger Nz-ala 
or toe) 

Ka-nya, 
Ka-nwa 

Lu-ala ; m-ala 

Ka-nwa 

Li-zala, 
Lu-ala 

\\·•ala, Lu-ala, Ifig-ala (pl.) 
Du-ala; pl. 

Name ... 

Navel... 
Neck ... 

Night. .. 

Nose •.. 

Oil palm 

Ox 

Paddle 
Palm wine, 
beer 

Parrot 

Penis ... 

Pig 

Pigeon 

Place ... 

1-zina

Kwsi 

N-esii.
(Ki-rima =
dar/,:11ess.)
l.lu-tu; ma-tu 

Ki-azi 

Zina, S-ina L-ina, Li-zlna

Mu-twtw 
N-gifi(,) M u-kwsi. 

N-kwt(,) 

Bu-sigi. Bu-siku 
U-fuku. 1\1-j(,).
(Mu-fitw =
darkness)

J-ulu. Mu-wna; mi-
Mu-hembe

Ki-gadzi Li-tofige 

Nga ye-lume. N-ome. N-ombe; baii-
N-ombe (39 a) (Y-analume)

... N-kai. N-gafi Li-kafi
Ma-Hia Bw-arwa llw-arwa 

N-gusu

Mu-lua 

Nulube 

Ka-pele 

Ha-ndu 

N-gusu

Bolw 

N-guluwe

N-gunda.
l\-jiba

A-nzi

Ka-suku 

Lu-twtwe. 
Bu-kandi.1
Bu-kala 

Ka-pwli. 
N-gulube

N-kunda

Panu, pa• 

fig-ala 

1-i;ina,
Li-zina

Umu-twtC)) 

Mu-kw�i

Bu-siku

Um-wna. 
(Ici-punda =
nostril) 

Ku-imbu. 
Takwawa 

N-ombe

Umu-kafi 
Ki-bale. 
Mu-tond(,) 

Ki-roilgw. 
:\Iu-cence 

Bu-kala, 
lci-kala 

Ka-pwli 

N-kunda.
Ci-pele

A-pa. I-cal(,),
Pa-

1-zina

N-komb(,)
N-siilgw

U-siku

M-pumw

Ki-azi 

Y-onsi

N-zamba

Kusu 

lm•bolw 

Ka-poli 

N-kunda

Palia, Pa-

43a. 

Mambwe 

Ny-ama 
l\fo-lembw 

1-ziya.
(Ku-kama =
to milk)

N-kima

Mw-ezi 

Ya-figco. 
Niw-kco. Nina 

Mw-amba 

Ka-nwa 

K-era ; tu-era

Zina 

N-kombw
N-siiigw

U-siku

M-piinw

N-gazi

Ng-ombe 

1\1-bolw 

Ka-pori. 
Mu-iigili 

N-kunda

Pa• 

1 Ki-bola ,i 111a1t wil/1 a poor penis, impotent. Lu-bwla means a stinl{; Li-bwla = a testicle. 
ITM 0 
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Rain ... 
Rat 
Rhinoceros 
River ... 

Road ... 

Salt ... 

Shame 
Sheep ... 

Shield ... 

Shoulder 

Sister ... 

Skin 

Sky 

Slave ... 

Sleep ... 
Smoke 

Snake 
Son,boy 

Song ... 

Spear ... 
Spirit, soul 

Star .. . 

Stick .. . 

Stone ... 

Stool ... 

Sun 

Tail (of au 
animal) 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

:.\f-vula 
M-beba

:\1w-ela 

In-zila 

Mu,kwkw 

N-gavu.
N-abw (39a)

N-gazi

Ki-reiiga 

l\1a-iilu. 
1-yubu

Ka-lw 
1\Hi-si 

Nz-wka 
Mw-aua 

Lu-imw; pl.
ny-imw 

Fumco; ma-

Ka-iilii; 
tu-iilii 

N-gwni

Bue. 
Ma-bwe 

21uba 

Mu-kila 

:\1-ila. .M-bila 
Li-nde; ma-nde 

N-kone ; pl.
mi-kofie. Lu-ji.
Mu-tutw

N-yila

�1-kele. 
Mu-nyu 

N-kwk<a> 

N-gazi 

Ki-leiiga 

Gulu, Yulu. 
(Lezi = cloud, 
(;od) 

M-jya

Tu-lw 
L-iiigi ; ffi•lllgL
Mw-inki

N-ywka
:\I w-ana lume.
Mw-anike

Lu,imw; pl. 
fig-imw. 
Lu-imbw 

Simw,Fumu 
M-kisi

Ka,mbalambala 
Ka-figemogemw 
Ka-bubi 

Bue or 
Di-bwe; 
ma-bwe 

Ki-wala. 
Ki-hwna 

Juba, Juva 

1\I-kila 

:.\1-vula 
M-puku
Ki-pembele
Ki-ezi,

:\1 w-ezi.
Mu-mana

�-gila,
N-zila

l\1u-kele 

Bu-swni 
:\lu-kwkw. 
M,fwere 

N-gabw

Ki-kwpe. 
Li,kombe 

Kazi-amw-ine 

Lu-anza; 
fig,anza 

Mu-yulu 

l\Iu-zyw. 
Bu,kwlw. 
Ka-lume 

Tu,lw. Kcona 
l\t-unsi, 

Ky-unsi 
N-zwka
'.Vl.w-ana lume

Lu-imbw 

Li-fumw 
l\llu-tima. 

:.\1u-pasi 
Lu-tanda 

Ka-pini, 
Ka-mama, 
Lu-bai'igw 

Li-bwe 

Ki-pwna. 
K1,tebe 

Kwba. 
Ka-zuba 

l\lu-kila 

Im,fula 
Im-puku 
lci-pembere 
Mu-mana. 
Ic',ambe�i 

In-sila 

Umu-cere. 
Umu-fumbc.> 

Jn-swni 
lm-pafiga 

Uku-bea. 
Ici-kwpe 

lii-kai;;i.
Umw-ina
l\lw-inyina,
Mu-viala

li'i-kanda.
lei-papa

Ift-kuba. 
l-lesa,
1-leza

Umu-/iya.
Ka-polo

Tu-lw, Utu,lw 
I:;-unsi, C-usi 

In-swka 
Mw,ana-
m-wa-ume. 
(Umw-aice = 
boy) 

Lu-imbw; pl. 
iny,imbw 

I,fumw 
Ub-umi. 
Umu-pai>i 

ln•tanda 

li'i•kC>lta. 
Iii-kontw 

Di,bwe 

lci-puna 

Ka-suba 

Umu-cira 

43· 43a. 
Lui'igu Mambwe 

lm-vula 
Ku-sulu 

L-uzi ; iig-uzi

N-zila

N-swni
M-fuele

Kazi ya 
mw-ine 

Im-papa 

1-yulu.
(1-kumbi =
clouds)

Utu-lw 
C-unsi

N-zwka
M-onsi.
(Ak-anya;
utu• = boyJ

Ulu-imbw 

I-sumc.>

In-tanda 

N-tuwa

I,we 

Aka-sanya 

M-vula
:.\[-bea. Kuza
Tupa
L-uzi

N-zila

Mu-silya. 
Mu-kyere 

N-swni
Fwere

K1-syaiigu 

Ki-iye 

Kaki 

N-kwa.
J\,t.papa.
Mu-kwera

I•ulu

Mu-zya 

Tu-lw 
Ki-unsi 

U-zwka
Mw-ana.

�lw-ai'ikye.
l\1u-rumendu

Lu-imbw 

I-sumw
:\[u-pasi

Lu-tanda 

I,we 

K1,1imba 

I-ransi

:.\lu-sinda 
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GROUP L: 

39. 
English Ka-bwari 

39 a. Ki,lega 

---- ----

Tear ... Lu,swzi 

Testicles Bc.,lc., 

Thief ... Mw-ivi; 
b,evi 

Thigh ... I-bimbi (39 a)

Thing ... Ki•ndu; 
bi-ndu 

Thorn Mw-iwa 
Tobacco Fwaiiga 

To-day Bu•na bu-sii 

Toe Ki,ala 

To-morrow 

Tongue Lu-limi 

Tooth ... D-inoo; m,enw
Town ... Lu-zi ; jJ/. n-zi.

M-ua (for
l\l-bua);

Tree ... 
pl. ma-bua

Ki,ti; bi-ti

Twins Ma-asa 

Urine ... Mii•SW 

Vein 

War .. . Bi-ta 

Water Ma-zi 

Well ... 

White man �1u-zuiigu 

Wife ... ... N-kazi-ana

Wind ... M-bew

THE TANGANYIKA-BANGWEULU LANGUAGES 

40. 
Guha 

---

-------I 
41. 42. 43. 

l Tabwa J Bomba Luiigu 
(Ki-emba) 

-- -

Li-sc.,zi; me- Li-nSa>zi Idi-nS<Osi, 
Mu-nswzi 

Li,nswzi 

Ma-uli Ma-peke. Ma-wc.,}c.,, Ma•tulu 
Ma-bCllla. J.twle.
Li-puli ; ma- I-gwampa

Mw-ibi; Mw,ivi. Mu-iic.,. Mu,pupu 
b-ebi Ki-ponda Pompwe 

Li-tanta. l•tanta. Jm,pamba 
Li-teberw Ulu-tufigu 

Ki-ndu; Ki-ntu, Ki-ntu; ifi-ntu. Ki-ntu 
bi-ndu Ka-ntu Ic-uma 

Mw-iba Mu-uiiga M-uiiga M-uiiga
N-juiigc., N-suiikc.,. M-fwaka Fwaka

Fwaiika 
Bu-legulu Lenu, Lele.>. 

N-dakai
Lelw I,lelw 

Ki-ala. Mu,nwe Ki-kondw. Ki-kandw 
Lu•nw; ma•nc.> Ci-kumw 

jwl Lu-kere. Ma-irw Mu•tondc., 
Ma-irw 

Lu-limi Lu-llmi Lu•limi Lu-limi; 
in-dimi 

L-inw L-inc., D-ino> D-inoo
H-gutu Mu-zi. Mu-sl Umu-zi

N-kutu

N-ti; mi-ti Mu-ti, Mu-ti, Mu-ti 
Kimu-ti. Ci-ti 
Ka-sala 
(buslt) 

Ma-asa :;\,fa-pasa. Barn-pun du Ma-pasa 
(Li-pasa 
= twin). 
\1-pundu. 
(Nam-pundu 
= mot/1er of 

Ma•sw 
a r.ui11) 

::\1a-su '.\1a-su Tunzi 
Li-sipa Ulu-kc.:ile. 

Umu-�ipa 
Il(1,luba llu-kali Fi-ta, Vi-ta. Mu-sika 

In-kondw 
M-ema. '.\1-enda. Am-ensi '.\ta-nzi 

Ma-d�i, M•enzi 
Ma•ji 

(Lu,ji = pool) Ka.tcobw. J.fwe, 1-tapa. 
Ki•ima. Ici-sima 
Ki-lindi 

N-dzuiigu; Mu-zui'igu Mu-suiigu Mu-zuiigu; 
ba-dzuiigu

N•kasigw Mu,kazi. Mu•kii. Wa•ne (?) 
Mu,kwlco \1u-kasi 

or -kazi. 
'.\Iu-kc.:ilw 

N-yaya Mu-ela Im-pepw Um-iiza 

1 Cf Lu-ganda. 

191 

43 a. 
Mambwe 

M u-nsc.,si 

1-tulu

Mu,ivi 

Lu-tuiigc.,. 
M•pamba 

Ki,iima; 
vi,iima 

M-uiiga 
Fwaka 

Lelw 

Kandw; ma+. 
Ki-kandc.,; vi-

Ka-tondw 

Lu-limi 

L-inw; m-in:.>
Mu-zi

Mu.ti 

Yam-pundu 

:\1a-tunsi 
Lu-kwle 

N,kondc.:i . 
Vi-ta 

Ma,nsi 

Ki-ziya 

a- '.\lu-zuiigu; a-

Um,iiki 

Um-uza 
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ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

39 a. Ki-lega 
- - -- ------ ---

41.Tabwa 42. Bemba (Ki-emba) 43. Lungu 43a. Mambwe English Ka-b�ari J G� 
- ---- -- -- -- -- --- --- --- -- ----- --- ---�-----Witch 

Witchcraft 
Woman 
Womb 
Wood (fire• wood) Yam ... .. . Year .. . Yesterday .. Zebra ... .. . 
One Two Three ... Four Five Six 
Seven 
Eight ... Nine 
Ten Eleven Twenty Thirty Forty ... Fifty •.. Hundred 
Thousand ... 

Mu-Icozi. Jlfu.fumco Du-loozi. N-gisiM-kazi.(Numa=virgi,i)
N-guni Ki-zumoo. Ki-kulu Mw-aka Mu-kese Ki-twasi 
-mwe-biri-tatu-nne-tanooM-tanda
N-diii
Mu-nana Kenda 

Ncogi, M-lcogi;ba-noogillu-loogi
M-bakaji.M-pakasi
N-guniKi-gatiii Ki-mula Bu-la-bu-sigi N-damwe.N-gooloo
-wiri-tatu, -satoo-na-tanooN-tanda
Ki-lcowa. Mu-sambco 
Mw-anda Habula. Ki-tema 

Mu-loozi; ba-, N-dcoziBu-lo.>zi 
Mw-anakazi 
Ki-nyo.>. N-koiigwe ( =
also vagina). Limi (foetus) N-kuniKi-lui'igwa Mw-aka Lu-kere. t.fa-irc.> N-galika

-bili-tatu-na-sane.>Mu-tanda
Ki-looba 
;\1u-anda Fundi 

Hi-ulu, l\Iu-loozi Ifi-gulu. Mu-Joosi \Vu-lcosi, Uwu-lwzi Ubu-Jc.,�i. Ubu-panda Mu-kasi. Mw-anakyi Umu-saiige Koiigwe, I-nyc., (=also
va.15ina).Li-fume., Iii-kuni N-kwiKi-ruiigwa Ki-ruiigu l\Iw-aka Mw-aka l\la-iro.> a-dia Mu-tondco-lia Ki-bycobyoo. Ki-iigalika M-koolwtoo

-bidi (-wiri)-tatu-nne-sane.> Mu-tandaor Vilimro-tanda Apa-i-nye-apa-itatu. Yi-sane.> na viwiri 

-mwi or-umwi-idi-tatu
•Di-sancoMu-tanda 
Ki-ne ru wari 

Ki-ne. Ko-nse- Ki-nani konse Fundi. lu-bali. Pabula Fundi 
Kumi Kumi Li-kumi I-kumi or Li- I-kumiKumi na -mwe Kumi na Li-kumi na -mc., 1-kumi na Kumi na Jl.li-loiigoo i-biriM1-loiigoi-tatul\I i-loiigoo i-nneMi-loo.goo i-tanooZana. Lu-kama; pl.fi-kama (39a) Ki-noonc.> 

ka-mc.> Ma-kumi ;\fa-kumi ga-were a-bili Ma-kumi Ma-kumi ga-tatu a-ta tu ;\fa-kiimi ga-ni Ma-kumi a-na Ma-kumi ga-tanco Zana. Lu-kama 
Ma-kumi a-sane.>Ki-nunu.Li-kumi nan-zala

? 

i-mooMa-kumia-bidi i-mwiM a-kumi a-iril\Ia-kumi Ma-kumi a-tatu a-ta tuMa-kumi a-nne .Ma-kumi a-niMa-kumi a-sane.,Mw-anda. Umw-andco 
J\la-kumia-sane.,Mw-anda

Mu-lo.,zi 
U-lo.,zi.Uw-aiigal\1w-anaki 
N-diliwa
N-kwi.N-siU-IuiiguMw-aka Mu-tondc.> Li-fika. Ki-orwa 
W-eiiga, -ofiga-iri-tatu-ni-sanuMu-tanda
Ki-ni-m-bali 
Ki-nani Fundi m-bali 
1-kumiI-kumi naw-eiiga(-oiiga)Ma-kumiya-iriMa-kumiya-tatuMa-kumi a-ni Ma-kumi a-sanuMw-anda 

--------- - -
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194 ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

43a. 
Mambwe 

39 a. Ki-lega (Ki-emba) 
English J Ka-b<;ari 1 G� 

----- ----- -- ---� 

Ta��a Be:·baJ L:Jgu 

-- -- --- -------'- -- ----

Fierce, sharp 
Good ... 

Great •.. 

Little ... 

Long,high,tall 

Male 

Old 

Red 

Rotten 
Short ... 
Sick ... 

-kali? -kali
-swa. -scoga
•Vaci 

-kule. -kulu. -kata
-kuru. -la
-ile -kuju

-kwle. -sekase. ,anike. -ke.
-keke. -sese -siw

-le (39 a) -la

-lume -ba-lume,
-lume

-koiigwe (39 a) -kwte.
-kulu

-bw-vu

-kasuke

,bc.,-le 
•ihi
-lugua,
-m-isa

White... -aa -munge.

Above,up,on 
top 

Before 

Behind 

Below, down 

Far 
Here A-noo

In, inside . .• Mu

Middle 
Near ... 

Outside 

Plenty, many 
There ... 
Where? 

-i-oi
Kuku
I?

-mui'ike

He-gulu 

Ku-nimba 

Ha-nsi 

Haha 

M.na

lla•kati 
Ha-buyi 

Ha-nje 

-i-i'ii or -i-nyi
Ku-lia
Hi? Kwi?

-kali
-weme.
-suma 1 

-kata.
-kulu
,kalamba

-nini. ,nwno:1.
•ike

-le. -tari.
-le-pele

-lume

-kali-pa
-suma.
-wama

-kulu.
-kalamba

-nini

-tala. -le•pa
(verb)

Mwa-iime.
-lume,
-ka-lume

-zipa

-kalamba.
-kulu

-onsi

-kotele, -kwte. -kwte
(Ku-kwta = to
be old)

-kasi-.
-kasik,ile

•bw-lele
-ipi
-lwere.
Ku-tofiga.
(Ku-Iwata)

-a swe.
buta

Ku,mai'iga. 
Pe-yulu 

l'a,kyeni pa-. 
Ku-ntanzi 

Ku,kyamba. 
Ku-musana 

Pa,nsi. 
Ku-insina 

Ku-tali 
Vapa. 
Kca>-nu. 
Pa-nu. 
Pe-iika 

Mw-nu. Mu-. 
,mw 

Pa-kati 
Pepi-nu. 
Pabw-ipi 

Pa-nze 

,figi. -vula 
Kca>-lya 
Pi? Ku-pi? 

-ka�ika.
-sata

-b<,J•la
-ipi
-lwala,

-ipi

-luere

-ya wuta, -tiswe
.buta.
-pemba

Ku•mulu, 
Pa-mulu, &>c.

Ku-ntan�i 

Ku-nnuma, 
Pa,nnuma 

Pe-samba, 
Kw•isamba. 
Ku•n�i. 
Pa•n�i. P,efwe. 

Ku-tali 
Apa Apa 

Mu. Mukati 

A-kati
Pepi. Kw-ipi

Ku-nse, 
Pa-nse, 
Mu-nse 

-i-figi
Ku-lia, Pa-lia
-kwi?

.jfigi 
Kuku 

1 Bw-infl> = adv. well l good l Ku,wama = lo be good.

-kali•pa
Ku,zipa, -zipa,
-suma

-kuru.
-kalamba.
w-m-pito

•OWDfl>

-tari

-onsi, M-onsi.
-ka-lu.me

-a mpiti.
-a-kca>ta

-yenzu

•ca>la, Ku•ca>la
-ipi
-luala

•tiswe

Pa-pera, 
Ku-pera 

Ku-mansco? 

Ki-sila 

Ku-isika 

Ku-tari 
Apa. Pa-nro 

Mu-. -mca> 

Mu-kasi 
Pipi 

Ku-nsi 

-i-ngi
Pape.>
P.) ..

... 

... ... 
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GROUP L: THE TANGANYIKA-BANGWEULU LANGUAGES 

English 
39. 

Ka-bwari 
39 a. Ki-lega 

40. 
Guba I 

_I_ 
41. 

Tabwa 

No! Wayi ! Nabena ! 
Ndagile! 
Mm! Ngc.> 

Not (wit/1 verb, -si- (after pro• -si-, -zi-, -di-,
as pre.fir, in- nominal pre- (all persons) ;

fi.r, or suffix) fir, Ne-si-, -figw, -kw 

To 
,, beat 
,, buy, sell 
,, come 
,, cut 

,, dance 

,, die 
,, eat 
,, give 

,, go ... 

A-sa•, Tu-sa-,
c.�c.)

Ku

-ula 
-vwa
-tena

-fwa
-ria
-kua

(Ku-kua).
-elezia. -wa,
wele

-yata

,, kill -wii.
,, know -izi

,, laugh -seka.
-seva (39a)

,, leave off, 
cease 

,, love, want -sima 

,, see -mona

,, sit,remain, 
abide 

,, sleep . .. -lala

,, stand,stop, 
be erect 

,, steal ... -iba

Ku-
•bula
-gula, -ula
-sia. -hika
-kala,
-gala

-keena

-kia 
-lia
-ha

-gia. (Gi-ile =
jJret.)

-niga
-manya
-iji, -dzi

-seka

-lekela or
-leka

-lwgelelwa.
-twkela.
-kunda

-mona

-ikana

-lala.
-biji

-jimana

-giba

Abe! K-dww. 
Fox.o. Te-
(adv.). 

Si-; -si-; Ta-
(Tw-, Ta-tu, 
&>c.); -fco>; -pa, 
-sile. Na-ndi-.
Tana-e (not
yet). Te-kuti-

Ku-
-uma.
-ula

-puma

-iza. -fika

-kinda

-fwa
-lya
•pa

-ya. -ila

-ivaya
-mana.

-iziba
-seka

-leka

-temwa.
-kunda (co-
j,ulate)

-mcona. (-lwla
= to look)

-ikala

-lala

-imana

-iba

42. 
Bemba 

(Ki-emba) 

43• 
Lungu 

-- - - __ I ____ _ 

Lika! 
Awe! 

lye.>. Awe 

Te-. -�i- ( Isl 
pers. sin,(;.).
Ta-u-, Ta-, 
Ta-tu, &-c.; 
-i-. -kana,
-leka-

Ku- Ku-
-uma. 
-gita

-puma

-isa

-cinda

-fwa
•lya
-pa. -pa

-pera

-ya. -enda
(r,ual/.:) 

-ipaya
-manya

-seka -seka

-leka -leka

-kunda,
-temwa

-m<»na

-ikala

-sipula. -lala
(to lie down)

-ima

-iba

PREFIXES AND CONCORDS Ii\ KABW ARI AND KI-LEGA 

No pre prefixes.

43a. 
Mambwe 

Awe! 

-ta•, -sya- ;
Si-
•mco (neg.
pronominal
suffir)

Ku
•uma 
-kara
-iza
-putula.
-sinda

-kina.
-kiondo>

-fwa
-lya
-pa.
-pera

-pita 

-kcoma
-manya

-seka

-leka

-kunda

-lwla. -ona
(pret. •Wene)

-tensi.
-ikala

-kasula.
-lala

-imilila

-iba

Class 1. Mu-, Mw- (mu, u-); 2. Ba- (ba); 3. Mu-, Mw- (mu-, m-, u); 4. Mi- (mi-, i); 5. Di-, 
I- (di); 6. Ma- (ma-, ga ?) ; 7. Ki-, Ky-, C'- (ki, ci); 8. Bi- (bi); 9. N-, Ny-, ff. (n-, i); 10. N-, Ny-,
ff. (n-, i-, zi ?) ; I 1. Lu-, Le.>- (Ju); 12. Tu- (tu) ; 13. Ka-, Ke- (ka); i4. Bu-, Vu-, U- (bu, vu) ;
15. Ku- (ku); 16. Ha- (ha); 17. (prepos itional) Mu-.

Traces of -ana, diminutive suffix.

--------

' . 



ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

PREFIXES, &c., I� GUHA 

Virtually no preprefixes. 

Class r. Mu•, M- (m, wi-, u-, gu-, ju-); 2. Ba- (ba); 3. Mu-, M-, N-, u., - (mu-, gu); 4• Mi- (mi, 
gi-, ji); 5. Li-, - (Ii); 6. Ma- (ma-, ga); 7. Ki- (ki); 8. Bi- (bi); 9. -, N- (M-), ft., Ny-, In- (n-, gi-, 
ji); 10. In-, N- (M-), ff., Ng• (ji or zi); 11. Lu-, L<..,. (lu, lo>); 12. Tu- (tu); 13. Ka- (ka); 14. Bu
(bu); 15. Ku- (ku); 16. Ha-, A· (ha-, a); 17 (as a prepositional prefix). Mu-. 

PREFIXES, &c., IN TABWA 

No preprefixes. 

Class I, Mu-, Mw- (mu, u-, zu-); 2. Ba• (ba); 3. Mu-, Mw- (mu-, u) ; 4. Mi- (mi-, i) ; 5. Li- (Ii) ; 
6. Ma• (ma•, a); 7. Ki• (ki); 8. Bi- or Vi- (bi, vi): 9. N• (M·), N- (n-, i); 10. N- (M-), ft., Ng- (zi-, i);
II. Lu• (lu-); 12. Tu- (tu); 13. Ka- (ka); 14. Bu- (bu); 15. Ku• (ku) ; 16. Pa• (pa); 17. Mu- (mu).
Si- honorific or 'male' ( or ' father ') prefix.

Several of the prefixes-notably Ba-, Ka-, Tu-, Ki•, Bi- (Vi-), Lu- are used in addition to others 
(making two prefixes in all) to qualify words-as: Ki-mu-ti ; Vi-mu-ti. Ki- and Vi- arc used as aug
mentatives. Lu- as the 'long' prefix, Ka• and Tu- as diminutives. 

PREFIXES, &c., I� BEMBA 

Preprefixes present. 

Class 1. Umu- (mu, u-, yu-) ; 2. Aba•, Awa- (ba, wa) ; 3. Umu• (mu-, u-, wu) ; 4. Imi- (mi-, i, 
yi-); 5. Ili-, J. (Ii); 6. Arna- (ma-, a, ya-); 7. Iki-, lei• (ci); 8. lfi. (fi); 9. In- (Im-), N-, Ng• 
(n•, i) ; 10. In• (Im-), N•, Ng•, �in• (n-, �i); 11. Uht-, Du• (lu); 12. Utu- (tu); 13. Aka• (ka); 14. Ubu
(bu) ; 15. Uku- (ku); 16. Apa- (pa) ; 17. Mu- (mu). 

PREFIXES, &c., rn LUNGU AND MAMBWE 

Preprefixes present. 

Class I. Umu•, Mu- {mu, wi-, u-); 2. A- or Ya• (a); 3. Umu-, Mu• (mu-, u); 4. Imi-, Mi- (mi-, 
i); 5. Di-, Li- or I. (Ji, I'-); 6. Arna or evm Yama, Ma- (ma-, ya-, a); 7. Ki•, Ci- (ki, ci); 8. Vi
(vi); 9. In- (Im-), N- (n-, i); 10. In-, Ingi-, Zin- (zi); u. Lu• (lu); 12. Tu- (tu); 13. Ka• (ka); 
14. U- (u); 15. Ku- (ku) ; 16. Pa- (pa); 17. Mu• (mu).

Si• is used as an honorific prefix, apparently from a root meaning' father'.

39. Kabwari is spoken on the north-west coast of Lake Tanganyika and is called either Mwaka
bwari or Kibakabwari. Kilega (39 a), at first taken to be a related dialect, is in reality a distinct language 
equally related to Nos. 143, 144, which is spoken inland of the Tlwari coast-belt as far north as Lake Kivu 
and the range of Ruanda, and as far west as the allied Elita Lwwa or Ilalcga grc,up (EE.). 

40. Guha is spoken on the west and north-west coast-belt of Lake Tanganyika from Ubwari on the
north to about 6° 30' South latitude on the south and inland to the basin of the Lualaba-Congo. 

41. Tabwa is spoken on the west and south-west lands of the Tanganyika basin, from about 6° 30'
South latitude to Cameron Bay (south-west comer of Tanganyika) ; and inland to the vicinity of the 
Lualaba and the Rua or Luba domain. 

42. Bemba or Kiemba is spoken in the western part of the Nyasa-Tanganyika plateau, northwards
to the south-west comer of Tanganyika and to the north end of Lake �tweru and the Upper Lualaba, 
and southward to Lake Bafigweulu and the Cambezi river. 

43. Luiigu is spoken at the south end of Lake Tanganyika between the Lwfu river on the west and
the Kilambw on the east. 

43 a. Mambwe is spoken in the region immediately east of the south end of Lake Tanganyika, 
south to the Upper Saisi river and the Nyasa-Tanganyika plateau and north to l\Iaraungu. 



GROUP L 

THE TANGANYIKA-BANGWEULU LANGUAGES (continued) 

44 a. &,z;wa.Usi (Baiisi) 
44. Bisa (Wisa)

---- ---

English 

Adze ... .. . 
Animal, wild 
beast 

Ant 

Ant, white 
(termite) 

Ape (chim• 
panzi or 
gorilla) 

Ann ... 

Arrow 

Axe ... 

Baboon 
Back ... 

Banana 

Beard . .. 

Bee 

Belly .. . 
Bird .. . 

Blood .. . 

Body .. . 
Bone .. . 
Borassus palm 
Bow ... .. . 

Bowels 
Brains ... 
Breast (man's) 

Breast 
(woman's) 

44a. 
Bw�wa. Usi 

44 b. Lala-Lamba 
45. Fipa. 45 a. South Fipa

46. Nya,luogwa (Ruiigwa)
47. Ci-na•mwafiga

44•A 

Bisa (Wisa) 
44 b. 

Lala-Lamba 
45. 

Fipa 1 and 
Ki-pimbwe 

45 a. South Fipa 

J\I-basco l\1-basw M-patco
1-nama 1-nama.

Ci-kcokw
M-pasi. Ci-weiigele. Kalandu

Mu-nyeiigu :\Iu-nayu.
M-pasi

Mt1-swa. Mu-swa.
Huweiisi ;\,Iu-wen!'li

I-sike

Wkw-bwkw or 
Ku-wwkw; 
ma-

Ku-wwkw; ma• 1-kasa. 

.Mu-fue ; mi-

I-sembe ; ma-

Kwlcoe 
\1u-sana 

Mum-fwi 

I-sembe.
Ka-temw.
M-ba·M 1 

Kcol0>e
Mu-sana.
1-numa

Li-konde; ma- I-twee. 

Mw-efu 

fn-simu 

I-kconde

Mw-emfu. 
'.vlw-embe 

Lu-simu; n-

Uii-kwnw 

In-kyetc.>; 
iii-kyetco.
Mu-vwi or
Umu-vwi

Im-pasa.
M-palafiga

In-thindi. 
N-gofigco
(/11t111jJ) 

Jn-sambala. 
N-dizi.
Mu-konde

Iki-rezu. 
Ka-lezu ; tu

In-zimu. 
N-zuki

Ma-la. J.fumw I-fume.>. K-da In-da
N-uni or N-uni. C,uni. C-uni
:Niii-uni K-c.>ni

Mw-lc:opa Mu-lc.>pa. 

Mu-wiri 
Li-fupa 

Ka-luwula 
M-wili
I-fupa

Wwu-ta; ma-ta U-ta, 

Ma-la 
Tompwe 
Ki-fiia 

Li-were; 
ma-were 

nu-ta 
Ma-la 
Tompwe;wa+ 
Ci-fuwa. 
N-tiwi

1-wele; ma-

Bw-azi 

Vu-lahwa. 
U-ta (S.)

Arna-la 

Ki-fua 

Ama-bele (pl.)

46. 

Nya-lufigwa 
(Rufigwa) 

:'11-suna. 
Kum-suna 

ln•dii 
Ny-uni ; 

uny-uni 

47. 
Ci-na-mwanga 

Im-pasa 

Im-pasa 

In-sizi 

In-zimu 

lny-uni 

Uw-azi 

Umu-wiri 

lmi-la 

Ci-fuwa 

Ma-bere 

1 (N.) indicates 11ort/1ern dialects and Ki-pimbwe; (S.) lite soutlzer11, 45 a. 
2 Tlte w wllich lljJpears in tliesc vocabularies is an undecided b verging on w. 
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ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

-- -- --------- ------ ------ ·----------,-------4
5
. 
t 

4
6. 

English 44·,.. Bisa (Wisa) 44 b. Lala-Lamba Fipa and Nya-luiigwa Ki-pimbwe (Rungwa) 45 a. South Fipa 
- -- ---'---------'--------'-·- ----- ------· Brother 
Bull ... Buttocks .Canoe Cat Charcoal Chief ... 

Child ..• Cloth ... 
Cold ... 
Country Cow •.. 
Crocodile ... Day ... 
Devil (evil spirit) Doctor (medicine man) Dog ... 
Donkey Door ..• 
Dream Drum ... Ear Egg ... Elephant Excrement 

Mw-ina; we-iua 
Mu-cende Ma•tak(I) Bu-at(I) Ty-(l)na 

;\Iu-w'. (:\fo-w-anji; 1\1 u-w-wwc). :\fum,bale Nj,ati. '.\[-b(l)W(I) Mu-cende. Mu,ombe Ma-take.> v-atc.>l\1-paka.l\li-safigalala M-fumc.> (pl.m-fum(I))
C-c.>naMa-simbi M-fumw.l\lu-sumba.Ka-longa,K-ana; tw-ana 1\1 w-ana.In-salu 

M-pepc.>.l\lu-tontc,)Ci-alu N-ombe
Iii-wena Lu-siku. (Ka-sc.>va = daylt;(;h!) Ki-wanda, Ci-wanda Mu-laye. '.\I u-fiaiiga Im-bwa 
l\lw,insi. Mu-liai'igc.> 
N-cc.>si.N-dwtc.>N-oomaKu-twe; ama-

Ka,ice K-salu.K-guw(l)(bark)M-pepoo.'.\f u-tontc.>.CeleleC-alooN•ombeyana,kazi orm-pwisiN-anduN-siku.Ka-suwaSimwe or Ci-simwe. Ci-wanda Si,fiai'iga. Nai'iga Im-bwa. Mum,bulu 
(wild) 

Ci-si; fi-si. Ci-wi. 
Ci-sasa. Mu-liangc.> Ci-lootc.>. C(l)si N-oomaKu-twiIdi,ni; ama-ni I-sana. I-ni, Li-ni ; ma-ni �yi-soofu N-soofu Tu,fi Tu-fi

:\[u-nina. I-lumbuMu-too. Mwi-eki (S.) M•bc.,gc.> 
Ma-take.> Ilw-athc.> 
1-kala; ama-1-yiimbe.Um-wene; aya-, aba-

U•nyaoo 
M w-ana Ka-keke ;\lw-enda;mi-euda.N-seketa.N-sarw
Iky-aroo N-ombe
N-gwena\'w,anda; pl.am-anda.Ci-iigulooffulu.Muzi-zimu.Mu-kisiI�i-iigaiiga;ba�i-I-vwa (N.).Isim-bwa; pl.yasim-bwa. Kasim-bwa; tu-
Ki-rootoo N-gc.>maKu-twi;ama-twi
�-Zc.>VU. N-tirya (S.) 

N-ombe;zin-ombe

Um-bwa; ma-bwa 
U mw-doogoowe 

I-twe;ama-twe

47. Ci-na-mwaiiga 
Umu-nyina 

Ubw-atoo 
Umu-fwnuor lm-fumu Umw-ana I vi-zwalc.> 

N-si. ill-baliIn-ombe
M-pindi
Ici-wa; ivi,wa. .Eka-nama Si-iialiga. Si-ka-pemba Sim-bwa 

Ili-ku-twi. Jly-enza 

I~ 
SI. 

Buffalo 

... 
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---------,-------------------------,----------------:-----

English 
44·,. 

Bisa (Wisa) 
44b. 

Lala-Lamb a 
45. 

Fipa and 
Ki-pimbwe 

45a. SouthFipa 

46. 

Nya-luiigwa 
(Rufigwa) 

47. 
Ci-na-mwafiga 

-------------· ------� ------------�------------

Eye 

Face, forehead 

Fat 

Father 

Fear ... 

Finger 

Fire 

Fish 
Foot 

Forest 

Fowl 

Frog 

Ghost ... 

Giraffe 
Girl ... 

Goat ... 

,, (he) 

God 
Grandparent 

Grass ... ... 
Ground 

Ground-nut 
Guinea-fowl 

Gun .. . 
Hair .. . 

Id-inSo>; 
am-ensw 

Kum-enSo> 

l\Ia-futa 

Tata. Wisi 

Umw-ensw 

Mu-n,:ie 

Mu-lilw 

In-swi 
Lu-kasa : ma-

Ic-onde; 
ifi-onde. 
Mu-situ 

N-kwkw

C-ula

Jkin-singwa. 
Mu-pasi. 
,\lu-simu 

Kam-butu. 
l\l,buli. 
Mw-ali 

M-buzi

Lesa m-kulu 
Kuku 

Li-sani; ma
N-si, Pan-si, 

In-si 
�l-balala 
Li-kaiiga; 
ama-

\1-futi 
I-sisi

Isw, L-isw ; il-insco Il-isw; am-esco Il-inSo> ;
L-isco ; m-esw. am-insco 
.M-bconi

C-insc.>.
N-kwpe

Ma-futa. 
Ci-kasa

Ma-futa

Wata, Bata I-tata; pl.
(=my fatlzcr), ya-tata (S.)
Wisi. Wis-w.
Tata. Si

Umw-ensw. 
(Ku-tina, 
Ku•Cl)•pa) 

Mu-niie 

Mu-lilw 

(verb: 
Ku-oyco-ha) 

Mu-nwe; 
imi-nwe. 
Ki-ara 

Mu-rirw. 
J\1-othc., (S.) 

In-swi. I-sawi N-swi. 1-sawi 
Lu-kasa. 1-gasa. 

Mu-siele 1-kandw
M-pafiga. Mu-situ 

Ma-yailga

N-kCl)kw.
N-sumbi

C-ula.

N-gwkw

Tate ; wa-tate 

Um-otCI) 

Wombe;
wa+

Cin-siiigwa. Mu-zimu; mi- J\fo.zimu 
Ci-wanda.
Mu-pasi

Mu-sufigu, 
N-suiigu.
Mw-alL
Mu-simbi;
wa-. M-oye

Ka-keke. 
Ka-kwta. 
Kadi-ana 

M-busi M-buli Im-bttzi; 
ama-bttzi 

Lesa 
Si-kultt o.

N'a-kulu � 
C-ani
Mu-sili.
l'an-si

N-siawa
Li-kafiga 

:\1-futi 
Mu-sisi. 
I-sake.>

Leza 

ln-si, 
1-si

Du-futha 
1-kailga

Mundusi 

Im-buzi 
iii• gCl)sia. 
lm-buzi 
ifi-gcota 
(female) 

1-dzuwa

Mu-sisi. I-nyele
Ma-yuiri (pl.) 

xfa,futa 

Tata, E-tata. 
E-yisi,
Umukwa-si,
Mon-si

Uku-tina

Umii-nwe 

Umu-lirw 

In-swi 
Ili-nama 

Iii-kwkw 

Umu,zimu; 
imi-

Umu-kazi,ana 

Im-buzi 

Leza 
Yisi-kuru 

J-swte
N-si

1-nyele

"' 1i1• 
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English 
ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

-----,--- ·---�Bw21wa. Usi Bisa (Wisa) / Lala-Lamba Fipa and Nya-luiigwa / 45a. SouthFipa 
47. Ci,na-mwai'iga 44 a. / 44.A 1 44_b ___ T_4_5.--- 46. 

I Ki-pimbwe (Ruiigwa) 
------------------------ ·--------'--Hand .. . Head .. . Heart .. . Heel Hide Hill Hippopotamus 

Hoe Honey Horn ... 
House ... Hunger Husband Hyena 
Icon ..• Island 
Ivory .. . Knee .. . Knife .. . 
Lake ...... 
Leg Leopard 
Lion ... Lips Magic .. . Maize .. . Man .. . 

Ki-sanza; ifi- Lu-pi; mu-pi. Ku-kwnw. 1-kasaCi-sanza Ki-ganza Mu-twe Mu-twe Ki-twe I-tweMu,tima Mu-ti ma. N-tiwilki-tende Ci-teude.Ka,sisilwIm-papa Ci-sewaAka•lima; utu- Lu-pili. :\Iu-tuota M-viiii, ,VI-viiii M-vubu
Lu-se; ma-se Uw-uci lli-seiigw;ama-.N,wlwaNandaN,sala Mu-Ju.me Iki-mbwi 
(old dialect). Ci-mbwi C,ela Ki-sinziri. Ki-rumba Ny-ioa n-zwvuLi-koi'ikw Mw-ere. C-amw.Ci,weywCi-siwa. Mu-mana. Iny-anja Mu-konzw. 

Lu-se U-iiciLu-sei'ig0>;i-sengw.M,bataNanda.Nanda; ma+ N'-salaMu-lumeCi-mbwi; wa+.Ci-mbwlwC-elaCi-si.N-sumbu.Ci-twbw1-nyangan-swfuI-kufiMw-ele.Lu-we:,i.Ci-mai.Ci-pulaCi-siwa.Ny•anja
K-ulu; m-<.o>lu.l\1w-endw 

;\lw-enzw. 
(I-tima=liver) 

Mu-kwa. Ki-ganda Aka-piri; utu-N •t0>mombw. K-toomondw.In-fii.N-kambweV-iinci. B-ukiLu-hembe
N-umba.N-gandaN-zalaI-viti.Ki-mbwiC-ele; fy-elaKi-sera
Lu,hembe lwa ll•ZWVU Mw-ere. N-kumba.Lu-kalaMu-mana. Ki-ram bi. lkwa. Ki-ziba Ukw-ulu K-uluIfi-gw Iii-g0>; wafi-gw. Ka-bwima. M-balale. lfi,gwe N-kalamuMi•r0>mw N,dwci Vi-toi'iga. Ma-saka Mu-ntu; wa-ntu, ba-ntu 

N-kense

N-kalamu N-simba.T-kalariga;\tu-lwmc.> ; mi- Mi-rwmc., U-lwsi. U-fwiti Ubu-lwziCi-tofiga.l\fa.tawaMu-ntu; wa,ntu U-ntu; ba-ntu(S.). U-nthu; ba-nthu. !1·1 u-nu; va-nu 
(N.) 

Iny-umba? 

Ky-ondc., 

Umu-ntu; awa,ntu 

1-kasa; maUmu,twe Umw-ezc.> 

N-zimu
1-nanda
:\1-pumpi 

I-kc.,kola
E-sumbi
Ili-nama 

Umu•ntu; awa-ntu 

.... 

. ., 

..... 

... 

... 

... 

j 

··• 

., 

. .. 

.. . 



GROUP L: THE TANGANYIKA-Bi\NGWEULU LANGUAGES 

------

English
44a. 

Bco�wa. 

- -

Man, vir.
Meat ... 
Medicine

Milk ... 

Monkey 

Moon ...
Mother

Mountain ...
Mouth
Nail (offinger
or toe)

Name ...
Navel...

Neck ...
Night ...

Nose . . .

Oil palm
Ox 
Paddle
Palm wine,
beer

Parrot 
Penis ...
Pig
Pigeon
Place ...
Rain ...
Rat ... 

Rhinoceros
River ...

Road ...
Salt ... 

-i-- -- -- ---
44.

A 
44 b. 45. 46.

Usi BIK (Wi,a) I Lrua-L,mb• k Flp� and Nya•lungwa
K1-p1mbwe (Rui'igwa)

45 a. South Fipa 

Mu-lume :\lu•kulu
N-ama In-ama 
Mu-ti. Mu.samu. Un•ti

Mu•yanda Mu-ti. 
Mu-i'ikwala

Mu-kaka Mu-kaka. Ma-ziva
Ma-kapa

verb) (•kama 
I-sanje N-sanje. 

1-tumbwili 
Mw-ezi Mw-esi Umw-ezi Umw-edi
Ya-figu or Nyina; ba-. 1-mai'iga U-mai
Na-figu. Barna or 
Nyina. Wama. Na.
Nyco-kco Nyco-kw or 

U-nco-kw
Ulu-pili ; ma- Lu-pili Mw-amba.

Mu-piri 
Aka-nwa; utu- Ka-nwa; Aka-mwa Umu-lcomco 

tu-nwa
lei-ala ; ifi. 

Di-ala;
I-ala; m-ala

ma-ala
I-sina 1-sina Zina
Mu-tcotco Mu-twtw. Mu-scofu

I-kombco.
Mu-kwwa

Mu-nkwsi Mu-kc.>si N-siiigc.>
Bu-siku. U-siku. Bu-siku.

(Im-finsi (l\I-finsi (N-finsi
= dar/.:ness) = darkness) = darkness) 

Um-ona (old). l\1-punc.> C-ulu. Im-puna
Im-punw M-c.>na

J\1u-sikisi
lfi-ombe N-ombe N-ombe
lfi-kafi N-kafi Mu-kii'igi
Ama-nyemco
Cusu
Wu-kala. Um-bwlc.>,
M-bcolc.> Mu-bcolc.>

N-guluwe. N-kumba. N-guluwe
N-kumba N-guluwe

Ic-iwa ; if-iwa N-kunda. Ki-huli
or iv-iwa C-iwa; f-iwa

Apa. Ci-fulco. Alaha
Pa-conde Pa•

M-vula M-vula 
M-bewa . M-bewa.
Kc.>swe; ha+ Kcoswe

lci-pembele Ci-pembele.
N-kcoli

Aka-nika; tu-. Mu-mana. Mu-loi'iga
Mu-mana. 1-nika.
Mu-roiiga

Jn-sila.
::\lu-lofiga

K-sila. K-zira
N-kwakwa ::\1u-seu

Mu-keri :\tu-cele :\1i-kere

20{ 

I 47.
Ci-na-mwaiiga
I 

Umw-ezi
Nyina 

Mw-amba
Umu-lwmc.>

Zina

N-sii'igco
Uwu-siku.
(M-finzi
= darkness) 

Ifi-ombe
Vi-m-pensya

Ka-pwli

N-zira

1-membe

, ... 

, .. ,., ., . 
··• 

•·· ... 
... 

•·· 
... , .. 

. .. ... ... ... 
·~ ... 

'" ... 
... 
... 
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English &>2j:a� Usi Bisa4t'\V'isa) -Lala��mbal-Fip';;�,,d � Nya-l�gwa? lCi-na-���figaKi-pimbwe (Rufigwa) 45 a. SouthFipa 
--- -----------------.1....-----�------ ----Shame Sheep ... Shield Shoulder 
Sister ... Skin 
Sky Slave ... 
Sleep ... Smoke Snake Son,boy Song .. . Spear .. . 
Spirit, soul Star ... ... 
Stick ...... . Stone .. . 
Stool ... Sun Tail {of an animal) Tear ... Testicles Thief .. . Thigh .. . Thing .. . Thorn Tobacco To-day 

In-S(l)ni Im-paiiga N-sconi.N-kcopeM-paiiga.M-beleleNulu N-gaww Ici-fusi. lei-pi Ci-fusi. 
N,kasi. lni-kas'. N,kanda. 

Ku-weya; ma-weya M-ii-. N-kasi.Mum-baleMu-kopc.,.Ci-kumba Ci-wewe. Ci-paleJ,ulu.,VI,uluKa,pwlw; ba+. J\Iu-sya. Um-iisya; Ka-lume. 
I-kumbi
aba + Ka•p<»lw Utu•lw Tu-lw. Uw-iisi; am,wsi I-s<»kaMw-ana lumeUlu,imbc.:,; ny-imbw I,fumw 

Wmu-simu N-tandala
lei-ti. Mu-sakw I-bwe
Ici,puna orIki-puna Ka•SO)Wa Mu-kila :\f Uil•S(l)zj. Mun,sw:,i Ma-kandi. Ama-cende? Pompwe; ba+ 

Sinsila frsi N-sookaMw-ana lumeLu-imboo; ny-imbw I-fumQ).'.\1u,kondw.Mu,sumbuMu-pasi.Mu,simuLu-tanda.Ka-tandala.Ka-wafigaKaci-ti.Mu•kcotcoI-we,J,hweCi-punaKa-suwaMu-cila.Ci-sukaMu-sc.:,siI-kolwa.:\ia-cendePompwe.l\Iu-iigwCi-welw. Ci-sw

M-fwere
U-witu? Ki-ganda 

1-yulu. I-guluMa-fimbi (pl.)?lfu-2,a; ya•2ja, Mu-zia Un-1,a; aya-�a 
Mw-on13i orlki-unsi Mw-ana mu-lu.mendw Lu-lundwa I-sumw ; ama-
Lu-tanda 
N-tuba.Ka-mamaIri-bwe.Viiiga,J,finga N,thebeLimi. Aka-zua 
Lin-swzi 
Mw-ifi 

Mw-ana. Mka-lumendu 
M u-zimu ; miI-toiigwa 

I-dzuwa

Ici-wel<» Ici-ntu; ivi-ntu'.\lu-iigaFwakaLele.:,
Ci,ntu; Iki-nthu ; fi-ntu ifi,nthu ;\fu.figaFwakaLelw N-suiiguI,rerw

In-S(l)Di Iii-onzi 
lci-weya 
N-kazi
Yulu 

In-zc.>ka Umw-ana 

Umu-zimu N-tanda
N-sonzc.:,I-we;ma-we
1-lanzi

Umu-iiw; awa-iiw l ci,ntu;ivi-ntuUmw-uiiga; imy·

"' 

... ..... 

.. 
I•• 

... 

lmin-sc:oz ~ 

.. , 



English 

Toe To-morrow 
Tongue 
Tooth ... 
Town ... Tree ..• 
Twins 
Urine .. . 
Vein .. . War .. . Water 
Well, source 
White man 
Wife ... Wind ... 
Witch ... 
Witchcraft 
Woman 
Womb Wood (fire-wood) Yam 
Year ... 
Yesterday ... Zebra 

One Two Three .. . Four .. . Five ... 
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-- -- --
-- -- -- -- -- ---- -- -- -

Lala�t'�mba I Fip'!: 0

and Nya-tfigwa 47. 44•� Bisa (Wisa) Ci-na-mwanga 
I Ki-pimbwe (Ruiigwa) 45a.SouthFipal . ----·-- __ _ lci-kumc.> Arna-in-> Ci-kumw Ma-ilw. :\'Ia-sc.>zi I-rimi; ama-. I-limi.lJlu-limi ; Lu-mini. n-dimi Mu-laka 1Ir-inw; am-enc.l Inw, ll-inw;

M u-si, \1:u-i,i Mu-ti 
Wam-pundc.l 
Mi-Sc.,> 
Ulu-sipa Yi-ta M-ezi,Me-nzi
Ici-sima 
Mu-sui'igu 
\fo.kasi; awaMw-era 
1\1.fwiti, 1-fwitiUwu-lwci 
Mu-kasi 
J.fumwlii-kuni
Di-peta, Iri-peta ; ama• Mw-aka 
Ama-irw lm-bisi 

-mw -wiri, -wili-tatu•nne-sanw

m-enw\fo-siCi-ti
Ma-pasa. \Van-tembwa Mi-kwsc.>. Mi-ame Lu-11ipa 
M-enda.1\1-enzi
l\Iu-kalw. Ci-sima Mu-sufigu 
Mu-kasi ; waM-pepc.l. Ka-wesia. Ci-pupu N-dwsi.,\f -fwitiU-lwsi.U-fwitiMw-anakasi
1-pafu. I-mitaN-kuni
C-aka.Ci-limika\fa-ilwCim-bwete.C-c.,lwa.Ci-i'igwli
•fie.> -wili-tatu-nne-sanw

Lu-limi, Ulu-limi Ulu-limi 
ll-inw ; m-enw. 11-inc.l j am-inwIli-cekw;ma-cekc.lUn-zi; imi-ziUmu-ti orUn-thi;imi-ti. Ki-tiI-hasa;ma-pasa\Ia-tunzi
M a-nzi, Ama-ndi Ama-nzi. Ami-nzi 
Un-zuiigu; va-
or ba-zuiigu ;\1u-kwta? M-behw

Mu-lc.lzi 
\1w-anace 
Lu-kwi; ii-khwi
Mw-aka 
1-yulu

-mwi. -ofiga-biri, -yiri-dathu, -tathu-ne, -ni-thanw or-sanw

:\1w-ana mu-kwta. Mu-kadi 

-mwe•Wili-satu-nne-tanw

Mu-tond(I). 
(Zw=daycifter) Ulu-limi 

K-aya; tw-ayaUmu-ti;imi-ti

Am-inzi 

Urnu-ci Um-iiza. Mu-pera 

Umw-anaci 
Uwu-la 

Umw-aka 

•mwi-wiri-taht-ni, -ani •3anc.l
1 Tiu: root f1f lite tongue. -laka is an ancient and widesjJrcad Bantu root for' tongue'.

... 

... 

... . ... 

I" 

. .. 

.... 

,. 

M u-~ta 

. .. , .... 
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Si:x 

Seven ... 

Eight ... 

Nine 

Ten 

Eleven 

Twenty 

Thirty 

Forty ... 

Fifty .•. 

Hundred 

Thousand ..• 

I, me, my ..• 

Thou, thee, 
thy 

He, him, his 

We, us, our 

Ye, you, your 

They, them, 
their 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

-sanco-na- -sanw-na-
kamw. (ka)•mw.
M-tanda (old) l\fu-tanda

-sanw-na- Ci-lwwa. 
tu-wiri. -sanw•na-(tu)•
M-fuiigati will
(old) 

Sanw-na-ta• -san(l)•na-(tu)•
tatu. Ici-nani, tatu 
Ki-nani (old)

San(l)•na-'nne. San(l)•na-'nne 
Mw-enda(o/d) 

Di-kumi or I-kumi
Iri-kumi (old)

Di-kumi la I-kumi na•'mc.,

Ma-kumi 
a-wili

di-me.,
Ma-kumi 
a-wiri or
ya•viri (old)

Ma-kumi Ma-kumi 
a-tatu or a-tatu
ya-tatu

Ma-kumi Ma-kumi 
a-one a-one

Ma-kumi Ma-kumi
a-san.., a-sane.>

Mw-anda. Mw-anda
Iki-kumi (old)

Ki-rc.,ba,
Ki-rwwa

I-ne. Ne-ww. Ne-ww. Ne. 
l\i,ne. N•. Ni-ne. N•. 
-ni•, •D•, -a-nji •D·

:.. 
•a•nji, 

-a•ngi
We-wrn. U,. We-ww, We. 

-we. -ku•. U•. 
•c.>we -we. •ktt•,

I-ye, Ye.
U-,A-.
-ye. •m•, -mu•.
-a-kwe

·c.>We
I-ye, Ye.
U-,A•. 
-ye, •mu.
-a-kwe

-----

45. 46.
Fipa and Nya•luiigwa

Ki-pimbwe (Ruiigwa)
45 a. SouthFipa 

----

Mu-kaga (N.). 
-tandathu

M-kawaga

(S.)
M-puiigate M-samvu
(N.). 
M-tanda (?)

l\fo-nane, Mu,nane 
•nane

Kenda (K). Kenda 
Ka-mpusyc., 1

Li-kumi, 1-kumi 
I-kumi

Li-kumi ni
-mwi

iWa-kumi Ma-kumi 
ya-yili ga-wili 

Ma-kumi :\fa.kumi 
ya-tatu ga-tatu 

Ma-kumi .Ma-kumi 
ya-nne ga-nne 

Ma-kumi Ma-kumi 
ya-sane.> ga-ta nu 

Mw-anda; 
mi-anda

I-gana

Nene. N,. U-nene.
-ni•, .fi.. -a-ne N-, Ni•.

-ni-. -ene?

We, Wewe, We. U-. 
Ne-we. u .. -ku•? -a-kc.>
-ku .• -a•kc.>

Ye-ne? 
U-,A·. 
-mu-. -a•kwe

U-yu. A-.
-mu-? •a-mwe?

J.fwe, Fwe. Fwe-ww, Fwe. Sweswe. W-sweswe,
Tu-. Tu•. Tu•. Tu-.
•fwe. -tu-. •esu .fwe,-tu-. •esu -tu•, •itu -tu-. -etu

Mwe-vw. Mu-. Mwe-ww, Mwe. Mwemwe. Mu .. Mwe. Mu-.
-mwe-, •mn•. Mu-. •mu-. -inu •mtt•? -inu
-enu •mwe. -mu ..

Bawc.,. 
Ba•, Wa-. 
•We.>, •Wa•.
-a-we.,

-enu
Wawc.>(Babw), Be,ne. Ya.. U•wc.> Wa•. 

Mbc.>, Mba. •ya•. •a•bw, -wa•. -a•Wc.>
Wa-. -a•wc.>
•WO>, •wa•.
·a•Wc.>

1 A farm recorded by Stanley. Doubtful. 

47. 
Ci-na-mwaiiga 

------

Mu-tanda 

Mu-nenu. 
la-m-bali 

Ka-nani. 
mon-si 

Mu,fundi. 
kam-bali 

1-kumi

Ama-kumi 
ya-wiri 

Ama-kumi 
ya-tatu 

Ama-kumi 
ya-ni 

Ama-kumi 
ya-sane.> 

Umw-anda 

Nene. 
N-. 
•D•. -a-ne

Wewe. 
U-. 

•kn-. -a•k(i)

We-ni, We-figa. 
A-, W-. 

. Mu• (imper
sonal). -mu•, 
-a-kwe

?Sweswe.
Tu-.
-tu-. -itu

Mwemwe, 
Mwe. 
Mu-. 
•Wa•, -inn

A•W(I). 
Wa-. 
•wa•, -a-ww

Us! 

... 

... , 



English

GROUP L: THE TANGANYIKA-BANGWEULU LANGUAGES 

- 44:- � _4_4_b_-Bisa (Wisa) J Lala-Lamba 45. Fipa nnd Ki-pimbwe 45a.SouthFipa
46. Nya-lungwa(Ruiigwa) 

---- ---'-------'------ --'"---

All This, these

That, those

Bad Black ..•Female 
Fierce, sharpGood ......
Great •.• Little ... Long, tall high,
Male 
Old

Red Rotten Short ...
Sick ... 

White
1754 

-onse -onse -onsi -onsiUwu-, uyu•; awa; uwu, uyu ; •U or -wi; •ya; iyi ; ili or idi ; ii ; ici ; ifi or u-; yi ; li ; ivi ; iyi or ii ; isi ; ulu ; utu ; ya ; kl, cl ; aka; uwu ; uku; apa ; umu fi; i ; zi; lu; tu; ka; bu;ku; ha; mu-nc.o (wi-nc.:,, ya-nc.:,, u-nw,yi-nc.:,, &c.) H-gu ; mba ; ii-gu; n-ji; n-di ; Wiwi; yaya ;ii-ga; n-ci; m-vi or m-fi; n-ji; uwu ; yiyi; n-si; n-du; n-tu; ii-ka; m-bu; &-c. fi-ku; m-pa; m-mu -Ha, -lya, -rya Uww, uyw ; aww; &c. (wi-lia, ya-lya,H-gc.o; m-bc.>; &,,c. &-c.) -nc.> (u-nc.:,, figu-nc.o, &-c.) •We.>; -yac.> ;-dia or -!ya (u-lya, iigu-lia, &c. mba-dia, &-c.) -nina, -neya 
Also: dcmonstrath,ts wilh a (wi-nina, ya

negative sense: 'not this', neya, &-c.) 
'not that', &c.; fonned by 
duplicating class concord: mumu, wawa, mumu, ii, cici,lulu, &c. 

-wi, wi-pa -wi, .fi., -wi-pa -yi-fu. -yi-ha-fita -fisi, -fita .fi.su -ana-kasi -kasi, •Ce -ana-kasi -kali -kali -kali -wama -ine. -ne. -ziha
-kulu -wame, -weme -kulu -kulu-ike. -nini •Ce. -ke. -nini -tali -tali -tali 
-lume -lume -onsi, •c.>si (Mw-onsi)•kc.>te. -nkc.:,ta.-kalamba. -kulu. -cekulu -pemba -kasika -kasika.-sweta -kasuke•c.>la •c.>la •ipi -ifi, -ipi. -guhi (N.). -nini -ihi (S.) -lwele -lwele, -luile ( verb).(Ku-duara = -lwala -lwala, 

to be sick (old)) -dwala-a wuta, -buta -tuisi. -tuwa. -tiswe -wuta, -buta 

-bi
•kc.ota

-nc.:,ga

-lume, •dume

205 

47.Ci-na-mwaiiga 

-onsi A-yu-, a-wa-;a-wu-, a-yi-;a-Ii-, a-ya-; a-ci-, a-vi-; a-i•, a-zi-, a-lu-, a-tu; a-ka·, a-wu-;a-ku-, a-pa-; a-mu-W-enye w-ee,wco-nye 
\V•(.,)c.:, (I), wa ww-nye,wa ww-nye 
WW<O (2); wco-nye wcoco (3), yo>-nye ywco (4); lyco-nye lycoco (5),yw-nye ycow (6) ;cco-nye ccow (7), vyw-nye vycow (8);yco-nye ywco (9), zico-nye-ziwco
(IO); Cl"C. 

•Ci
-cete. -longc.>.-zima -kun1 

-onsi

-lwale

p 

... 
, .. 

id 

.... 

. . 
, .. 

" 



English 

JLLUSTRATIVE VOCADULARIES OF BANTU L\NGUAGES 

44 a. Bw:z;wa. Usi 44.A I 44b. I 45. IBisa (Wisa) 

I 
Lala-Lamba Fipa and 46. 

�ya-luiigwa 
(Rungwa) 

------ -- ------

Ki-pimbwe I
_____ l45a.SouthFipa 

Above, up, on 
top 

Before 
Behind 
Below, down 
Far Here ...

In, inside ... 
Middle 
Near ... 
Outside 
Plenty, many 
There ... 

Where? 

No! 

Not (wit/1 verb, 
as jwejfr, in
/Ix, or suffix) 

To 
beat 

,, buy, sell 
,, co1ne 
,, cut 
,, dance 
,, die ,, eat 
,, give 
" go ... ,, kill 
,, know 
,, laugh 
,, leave off, 

cease ,, love,want
,, see 

,, sit, remain, 
abide 

,, sleep ... 
,, stand,stop, 

be erect,, steal ... 

Pa-mulu, 
Ku,miilu 

Pa-ntansi 
Ku-numa 
Pa-nsi, Ku-nsiKu-tali 
Kunw, Mpanw. 

N-ku, :.\1-pa,
&>c. Mu, Mwa 

-kati
Pepi 
Ku-nze 
-inji, -ingi
M-paria,
N'-kuria, 
Kudia 

Ku? Kwi? 
Kwi-la-kwi? 

Yai ! lyw. 
Ta! 

Ta. Ta-pari-. 
Si-, Ta-u-, 
Ta-a-, Ta-tu, 
Ta-mu-, 
Ta,ba-.j. ( wit/1 im
perative) 

Ku-mulu 
Pam-ensw.,ntansi 
Ku-nwua 
Pa-ui,i, Ku-oi,i
Ku-tali 
Kunw. 
Pano.> 

\Iu-kati 
-katiPepi
Kw-isonde -inji, -indyi
Ku-lia, 

Pa,Jia 
Ku-Jipi? 

Kwi-la-kwi? 
Ku? ly;.:,. Te!
Tau. Kwkw

Te. Ta-pali. 
Teti- (all persons) -ycoo,. 
t5i-,N-i,i,Ta-u-,
Ta-a-, Ta-tu, 
Ta-mu·, 
Ta-wa·, &c. 

Wku- Ku-
-puma. -pama. -kwma

-wula. -sita
-isa

-tema. -ceka. -sesa
-fina. -siana. -kinda, cinda

-fwa. -sila. -sweka-dia. -lia 
-pa. -pela

-ya. -ima. ,enda. -pita
-kwme-ka. -ipaya

-isiwa, -isi-seka 
-leka

-temwa. ,looda. ,fwaya.
,funa 

-wona, -wena. Iola. -laba,
-lawa. -langa

-ikala
-!ala. -sinsila 
-ima. -imilila

-iba, -iwa. -pamba. -pwka

Ku-tali 

Hihi (Pipi) 

-kwi?

Yw! Nw! 
Ahe! 

-ta-. -ku-. -si 
(negah·ve verb)

Uku-
•huma. -uma
-iza
-bina. -kina
-fwa
-lya
-ha
-ya. -hita
-manya
-seka
-!eke. 
-kunda
-wwna (-wine
= fJrderiti:). 
-lwla

-scndama.
(-ona- more)

-ima.
-imika

-iya

-�ulu.
I-gulu 

Ku-mbele 
Ku-nyuma 
Pa,osi 
Ku-taliPanu 

Pimpi 

Uku

Pula 
-idza

-fwa
-pela
-pita

-ikala

-imilila

47. 

I 
Ci na-mwaiiga 

Mu-, Mwi 
I'a-kasi 

Li-rikwi? 

-ta,; -ti-.
-sina. 
-si(neg.ojlobc)

Uku-

-yiza, -fika
-cina
-fwa 

-!ya
-pa
-ya
•kwma
-manya
-seka
-leka,
-reka

-kunda.
-londa

-lwla.
-Jatiga-nyia

•ikala
-pwne-ca
-yila,
-yimi-rira

... 
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GROUP L: TIIE TANCANYIKA-BJ\NGWEULU L\NGUAGES 

PREFIXES AND CONCORDS IN THE BISA DIALECTS 

Preprefixes present in Bisa but nearly absent in Lala and Lamba. 

Class I. Umu•, Wmu•, Mu- (mu, m-, wu-, yu-, gu, u-); 2. Aba-, Awa•, Wa-, Ba• (wa-, ba-); 
3· Urnu-, Wmu-, Mu- (mu-, rn-, wu, yu-, gu, u-); 4. Mi- (mi-, yi, ji, i-); 5. ldi-, lri-, Ili-, Li-, I- (Ii); 
6. Ama-, Ma, (ma-, a, ga); 7. lki-, lei-, Ki-, Ci- (ki, ci); 8. Ivi-, Ifi., Fi- (vi, fi); 9. In- (Im-), N-, N
(M-), lni-, Ni- (n-, yi-, -ji-); JO. same as 9 and with Ny- (si); 1 I. Ulu-, Lu• (Ju-, -du-); 12. Utu-, Tu
(lu-); 13. Aka-, Ka- (ka-); 14. Uwu-, Bu-, u. (wu-, -bu-, u-); 15. Wkw-, Wku•, Uku-, Ku- (ku); 
16. Apa-, Pa- (pa); 17. Umu-, Mu- (mu-).

PREFIXES, &c., IN FIPA 

Preprefixes present. 

Class I. Umii-, Un-, Mu- (un-, -mu-, wi-, u-); 2. Ba-, Va-, Aya-, Ya- (ba-, ya-, va-); 3. Un-, Umii
(un-, wu, u-) ; 4. Imi-(mi-, i-, y1-) ; 5. I-, IJi. (Ii-) ; 6. Arna• (ma-, ya-) ; 7. Iki-, C'· (ki-, ci-) ; 8. Ifi. (fi) ; 
9· In-(Im-), J. (in- \im-), i) ; 10. In-(Im-) (zi-) ; 11. Ulu- (Ju-); 12. Utu-(tu-); I 3. Aka- lka-) ; 14. Bu-, 
Vu- (bu-, vu-); 15. Uku- (ku-); 16. Ha- (ha-); 17. Mu- (mu-). 

I�i- or Isi- is used as an honorific prefix. 

PREFIXES, &c., IN NYA-LUNGWA 

Prcprefixes prcsen t. 

Class I. Umu-, U- (m-, mu, u-); 2. Wa-,? Awa-(wa); 3. Umu-(m-, mu-, ?) ; 4. Imi- (mi-, i ?) ; 
5. Ili-, I- (Ii?); 6. Ama- (ma-, ga-); 7. ? Ci-, ? Ki- (? ki, ci,) ; 8. ? ; 9. On-, Un-, Jn. (Jm-) (n-, i ?) ;
10. Zi- (zi); 1 I. Wlw-, Ulu- I (lu?); 12. ? ; 13. Ka- (ka) ; 14. ? ; I 5. Uku• (ku); 16 . .A pa? (pa);
17. Umu-? (mu-). -ana diminutive suffix.

PREFIXES, &c., IN CI-:NA-MWANGA 

l'rcprefixes present. 

Class I. Umu-(mu, yu, u-); 2. Awa- (awa-, wa); 3. Umu- (mu-, uwu, u); 4. Imi- (mi-, yi); 5. Jli., 
I-(iii-, Ii); 6. Arna• (ma-, aya, ya); 7. lei- (ici-, ci); 8. Ivi• (ivi-, vi); 9. In• (Im-), In-, Iny-, N• (m-, yi); 
JO. same as 9 (izi-, zi); II. Ulu- (ulu-, Ju); 12. Utu-(utu-, tu); 13. Eka-, Aka·, Ka-(aka-, ka); 14. Uwu
(uwu-, wu); I 5. Uku- (uku-, ku); 16. Apa-, Pa- (apa-, pa) ; 17. Umu-, Mu- (mu-, mwi-, -nye, -nyi). 

Si- 'father' prefix; E- honorific personal prefix ; -ana diminutive suffix. 

44 a. Bw:i;wa and Usi dialects are spoken in the region south of Lake ;\fweru, west of Lake Daiig
weulu and north of the Luapula river. Also on the islands of Lake Baiigweulu. 

44. Bisa is spoken cast of Lake Bani;weulu, south of the Cambezi river and the 11th degree of
South latitude, west of the Luangwa and south of the 13th degree of South latitude. 

44 b. Lala-Lamba is spoken north of the Luusefwa-Mulungu�i rivers and the Butoiiga country; 
west of the :\1uciiiga mountains and the Bisa country ; cast and north of the Ka(uc watershed, rnuth of 
Lake Baiigwculu, south and west of the Luapula river, as far west as the Upper Lualaba, and north to 
about 10° 30' South latitude. 

45. Fipa is spoken on the south-eastern shores of Lake Tanganyika south of the Luguvu river and
·wukawcndi; as far east as the l\1 kafu-Ruiigwa river, the depression of Rukwa Lake and the Nyam"anga
people, north of the Kilambo river and the Lui'lgu-.Mambwc peoples.

46. Nyalungwa is spoken cast of Fipa, between the Mkafu and Ruiigwa rivers, north of Manda and
the Rukwa depression and south and west of the Nyamwczi (Kimbu) dialects. 

47. Cinamwanga is spoken in the middle portion of the northern part of the Nyasa-Tanganyika
plateau between the Nyika and l\lambwe peoples, and between the sources of the Cambezi ri'"er and the 
valley of the !:;ais1 nver. 
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GROUP M 

THE NORTH-"\VEST NYASA LANGUAGES 

48. Uiigu (Ici-wufigu) 48a. Ki-manda 1 

49. I�i-nyixa (I�i-wanda, I�i-wiwa)
51. Ikinyi-kiusa (N-konde). 51 a. 'M-wamba ',

Ci-soociri or Iki-kukwe
50. Ici-wandia (Ici-rambia, Ici-ndali) 52. Ci-hefiga 2

• 52 a. Ci-tumbukaa11dCi-kamaiiga 
53. Ci-toiiga. 53 a. Ci-siska or Ci-sisya

English I Ui'igu or I�i-nyixa Ici-wandia Ikiny1-kiusa Ici-wufigu 
2 (N-konde) 

I 4s. 1 49. 
r 

50. 

J 
51. 

48a. Ki-manda 51 a. 

J 
M-wamba

--- ----- ---

Adze ... Animal, wildbeast 
Ka-temc.); tuIny-ama Alia-theme.) Iny-ama Aka-theme.)Iny,ama Iny-ama, Kiny-ama-na

52. Ci-henga 
52 a. Ci-tumbuka

Ka-temw Ky-ama 

53-Ci-toiiga 53 a. Ci-siska
or Ci-sisya 

Ka-temc.)Ny-ama 
Ant In-sufigwa ln-d6ndwmi Ici-ndundu N-gesa. Umu-figulu, Mu-i'iguru; a+ ,znd imi-. Nka-nyegesi.N-sewere 

Ki-ndundu; vi- Ny-erere. Sufigunuiigu

Ant, white(termite) 

ApeArm

Arrow Axe ...Baboon 
Back ... 
Banana 

Beard ... 
Bee 
Belly •.• 

Ru-swa 

lJ m•kc.)nc.) :imi-

Umw-ambiIn-demc.) In-dumbi 
J\.f.gofigw orGn-goi'igw; imiN-gombwe 

N-devu
In-zuci
In-da; nyin-da

Ru-swa; ama- Uru-swa; ama- lki-ulu. Un-swa;mi-swa. In-swa. ;.f.bulika 
I-xwnc.); ama-. Ici-anzaUmu-nc.)Dc.> Ru-pifwa (51a). Ka-wwkw; pl.Lu-koiigi; ma-in-goi'igi. Lu-ete. Lu-mwlume.Iki-bwkc,; 

pl. ifi-Li-erc; am-ere Umii-vwi; imi- Un-tipuru; mi-Themw In-theme.) Jn-duwaiiga Im-bwadyi U-korwe; awa- Kaki; ba+.'.\1-bwengi Lu-goiigw. Um-tenzi; imi-. Um-oiigw; Umu-sana imi-. Ro-mia? N-sana 

Mu-vOleM-bavi M-bweiigc.)
M u-yoiig(j). Muci-wunu

N-kombwe In-sizi N-kombwe;
ama-. Iki-yindya 

lli-twki; ama-. Di-kombereN-gegc.). 

N-defu
Ndu-zu�i,N-zu�i Ru-anda;iny-anda 

Iki-jinja. ::--.-difu (51 a).
Iki-refu N-diali (5 I a)�-defu or Ru-refu Uru-zimu; in- N-dzuki or

A-kati. Mu-kasi
In-yuki Ru-anda. Ili-fundubili.:\1un-da. N-domborw (51 a) 

Mw-embe 
Ru-zimu 
N-tumbc.)

Mu-swa 

J-anja; m-anja

:\fo-vwi Ka-temw; tu:\[u-iikweri; 
pl. wamu-;\f.sana 

Dwci or Ru-dc,ci; 
pl. ma-toci 

:\lw-embi 
N-juci
::'\1-tumbo,

1 Ki-manda is s,zid to be no more tlum a di,zlect o/Uiigu, 2 Includh�r; Ci-pc.)ka. 

.,., 
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GROUP rvI: THE NORTH-WEST NYASA LANGUAGES 

English 
48. 

Ufigu or 
Ici-wungu 

48 a. Ki-manda 

49-
I;;i-nyixa 

50. 

Ici-wandia 

Bird .. . In-wni, Ic-wni ; I�i-yunyi; bi-. lki-yuni; ivi-
ivi- I-nuni

Blood .. . U-landa M-nanda Uwu-yazi; 
amabu-yazi 

Umu-wiri; 
imi-

Body .. . Um-wiri 

Bone .. . J.fupa

Borassus palm M-kwma 

Bow ... Uwu-ta 

Bowels Uwu-la 
Brains U w-ofigw 
Breast(man's) Iki-fua 

Breast 
(woman's) 

Brother 

Buffalo 

Bull ... 
Buttocks 

Canoe ... 

Cat 

Charcoal 
Chief ... 

Child ..• 

Cloth .. . 

Cold .. . 

Country 
Cow ... 

Crocodile ... 

Arna-were 

Mw-an-'itu. 
1-lumbu

Im-bww 

ln-dume 
Ama-takw 

Uw-atw 

1-nyaw

Umw-ene; a-

Urnw-ana; 
aw-ana 

Mw-enda 

In-si 
Ifi-ombe. 

1-seiiga

In-dw;olw 

Mu-wiri or 
l\fo-vili 

1-fupa J.fupa; ama· 

I-xwma; ama- Umu-kwma;
imi-

Wu-dabi Uwu-ta; ama-

Uwu-ra 
Uw-oiigw 
I�i-fua 

Ama-ra 
Uw-oi'igoo 
lki-fua 

I-were; ama- I-were ; ama-

Umu-ninu. Umu-zuna 
Umu-zuna. 
vVa-mw-inyu 

lm-bwgoo 

N-wi;a
l�i-duru ; ivi-

Uw-atw 

U-nyawu;
awa-.
Alia-nyawu

Umw-ene; 
amw-ene 

Umw-ana. 
Umu-cece 

Umw-enda 

In-si 
N-ombe
n-tiganw

N-dwworw

Im-bwgw 

N•kambaku 
Uru-tuiigu; in-

Ubw-atw; 
amaby-atw 

Aka-nyawL1; 
utu-

Im-fumu 

Umw-ana 

Umw-enda 

ln-si 
N-ombe
n-dama

Ifi-wina 

51. 
Ikinyi-kiusa 
(N-konde) 

51 a. 
�I-wamba 

In-juni 

1-roopa or Ili

U m-biri ; imi

Ru-fupa; pl. 
i-fupa or
ama-fopa

N-kooma; imi-

Wu-pindw; 
imi

Uwu-ra 
B-oiigw
Ku- or

Ki-pambaya
I-were; ama-

U-ni'tguna.
Umw-ina;
ab-ina.
Um-suma ;
awa-

Im-bwgw.
Inj-ati

N-gambaku
1-tanga; ma-

Ilw-atw; 
mi-atoo

Niaru;
wa-nyaru.
Aka-ruk'a

Ama-waww 
Ili-fumu 
(counsellor); 
Mw-ara-fi-ari; 
aw-ara-fi-ari. 
Umu-twa 1 

Umw-anike; 
aw-anike. 
Ufi-keke. 
Umw-ana 

Umw-enda; 
imi

Iki-pepoo. 
Ma-kute 

Iki-su ; ifi
N-om be. 
In-dama. 
Ift-gwlombe 

Ifi-gwina 

52. 
Ci-heiiga 

52 a. 
Ci-tumbuka 

Ki-yiini 

N-dwpa

M-tupi

Ci-waiigwa 

M•kwma 

Wu.ta 

Ma-tumbw 
W-oi'igw
Ki-fua

Di-were ; ma

M-nui'iiina 

Nj-ati 

Di-takw; 
ma-takw 

W-atu

M-buyaw.
(K-ana-m-aiiga
? little cltild of
t/ze coast)

Fumu. 
M-fumu; pl.
ma-

1\-iw•ana 

N-guww

C-aru
N-ombe
yana-kazi

Mfi-wina 

1 Ubu-twa = lords/up. J\fw.ara-fi-ari is often pronounced Mw-ana-fi-ad.

53. 
Ci-tofiga 

53 a. Ci-siska 
or Ci-sisya 

Ci-yiini; v1-

Ru-vavu 

Ci-wanga 

Mu-vmnu. 
Di-ka1na 

Wu-ta 

Ma-wee 

l\fo-ku-wafigu 

Nj-ati 

Ci-skui'iku; 
vi-skuiiku

W-atu

M-buyaoo

Fumu. 
Akweni 

Mw-ana 

Saru 

C-aru
N-ombe
yi-ntikazi

Mu-iioona 

-LL_J_ 
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210 ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

1-
-48. 49. 50. 51 • 52• I 53. Uiigu or I�i-nyixa Ici-wandia Ikinyi-kiusa Ci-hefiga Ci-tofiga English 

------ ·-- - -

Ici-wungu (N-konde) 52 a. 53 a. Ci-siska 
_______ 4_8_a_._K_i•_m_

a_n_d_a----'-------'----------'---5-1_a _. ---'--C-i--tr_i_m_b _uk_a _ _  l_or Ci-si=- :\1-wamba _ � � Day ... 
Devil ... 
Doctor (medi• cine man) Dog 

Donkey 
Door ... 
Dream Drum ... 
Ear 
Egg 
Elephant 
Excrement 
Eye 

Uwu-siku. 1-sikn Uw-anda; am-anda. Mu-sanya 
Ubu-anda orUby-anda 

Um-zimu; a-,
awa-

I-!iiwa. Umu-zimu Umu-kwalanzi Umu-gafiga 
Im-bwa Im-bwa. Im-bwa 

In-dc.>gwe. 1-sii'ikaUlu-igi ; pl.ifig-iyi orin-iyiKi-rotoolfi-c.>ma

(N-thende =
bitch) 

l•d(i)g(i)wi 
I�i-riao.gc.> 
Ii;i-rot(i) N-thaya

1-twe or Iku-twi Iku-twe; ama-J.yi; ama-yi T-dyi;ama-dyi • J.zwvu I-zwvu

Im-bunda 
U mu-riafigoo. Uru-tai'iga 
Iki-rotw lfi-c.:,ma 
Iku-tu 
Iri-enza 
In-zwfu 

Arna-vi I-vi; ama-vi I-mvi;ama-mvi Iri-nsc.>; ama- Idi-insw; Ir-insc.> am-insc., 
Face, forehead Kum-insw Kum-insw Kum-insw 
Fat Father 
Fear ... 
Finger 
Fire 
Fish 
Foot 

Ama-futa Jm-pama U-tai; awa-tai Tata.
Uw-owa 
UJ-c.:,we. Jn-c.:,we 
Um-otoo. Umu-lilc.:, ln-swi 
Iki-nama. U1i-gulu 

Yise 

Umu-riroo. t·mw-otw Jn-swi 
Uru-aiyw. Ny-aiyw. I�i-nama 

Ama-futa 

Ur-owe 
Um-otw 
In-swi 
lki-nama 

Uwu-sikn. (Pa-mwsi =day!ttl1t.) Ifi-gulila 11-basi.l{u-embeI-fianga.Un-nyagc:o lm-bwa. (Im-bwa nya-mbara 
= <5. lmbwakazi = �) Im-bunda 

Uru-igi; ny-igi 
In-jwsi lii-c.:,ma.Iki-mbimbi.N-difigaraIm-buru. Ku-tu 

\Yu-siku. Suka 
Ci-wanda. Ki-hene Si-fianga 
�-cewe. Nyim-bwa; zim- (52a) 
Punda 
Mu-riaiigc,) 
Ci-rwt(I) Nwma 

Ku-tu 
Ili-fumbi; ama- Sumbi; ma-
1-soofu,N"-soovuArna-fl,Ama-vildi-soo ;ama-sw.H.u-sige : i-sige

Zwvu 
:\fa-vi 
D-iSc,)

Kuma•Sc,) ; Kuma-sw ama-sc.,. lky-eni; ify-eni J\ma-futa Tata; aba.1.. Ugu•S,:,>; aba-. Ugw-ise. Un•kc,) W-oga
Ur-obe, Ur-,:,>we; in-we :-.1-ot,:,> 
1-swi, In-swi.;\l-bererc.N'-gumbaLu-jaij,:,>,Ru-yayw
or Ulu-jajo;
pl. m-yayoo,in-jajw

:'lfa-futa 

B-ofi, w-ofi
Mu-ni:ie 
;\t-otw 

Somba 

1\1-sana 

Si-fianga 
Garu 

Punda. Bori Kc.)moo ; ma + 

Ku-tu or

Gu-tu Zia; ma+ 
N-jwvu
:'Ila-vi 
J-isu
Ci-su 
Ma-futa 

\V-eni-ma-nta. Ku-opa J\Iu-ni:ie 
1\1-otw 
Somba 
Pazi; ma+ 

••I 

,, 

IT 
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GROUP M: THE NORTH-WEST NYASA LANGUAGES

English I 48. Ui'igu orI Ici-wui'igu 48 a. Ki-manda,
I 

49. lpi-nyixa 50. Ici-wandia 5 I. Jkinyi-kiusa (N-konde) 51 a. M-wamba 
---- _______ , 

Forest Fowl Frog ... 
Ghost ... 

Giraffe Girl 

Goat (he) (she) G�d 
Grandparent 
Grass .•• 
Ground Ground-nut 
Guinea-fowl Gun Hair .. . 
Hand .. . 

:VI-situ Ifi-guku 

Umu-zimu 

Tm-buzi Li-pofigw Lugwta ::\Tu-ruiigu. U-zuwa 
1-sote 
I-roi'igw Im-balala 
1-khai'iga Bundusi 1-nyere 
I-yaza 

I-situ In-guku 

Umu-zimu. I pi-nziui'iguri 

Im-buzi Ili-poi'igc., 
Umu-rui'igu, Umu-lui'igu 
1-sc.>re, I-swle I-twpe Im-balala 
I-xai'iga Bundusi In-sisi. Vu-sepe I�i-anza. Umu-15.wnc.,; ama-

Head .. . Umu-twe; imi- I-tue 
Heart .. . 
Heel ... Hide ... 

Hill 

Um-oyw 
In-difiginya 

Hippopotamus I-viiii 

Hoe ... Honey Horn .. . 
House .. 

Uw-uci Tm-pembe 
Iny-umba 

Umw-aya 
I :;i-hai'ikari 

Im-vuwu 

Ubu-ii;,i Uru-pembe 
Iny-umba. H'-aya; tw-aya 

Umu-situ Iii.-guku 

Umu-zimu. lki-nsiufiguri 

lm-buzi 
Umu-rui'igu 

I-swte 
Iri-ofigw In-siawa 
J-kai'iga Iny-tindusi I-sisi 
I-kasa 

Umu-tii 
Um-oyc., 
Ici-tende 

Im-vuwu 

Uw-uci Uru-pembe 
Iny-umba 

l;lu-sii'igi Ifi-guku Jki-ula; iii-. Jki-ura; ifi-ura Un-siuka; mi-siiika. In-siuiiguru 
(=shadow) 

Un-sufigu. Un-dindw-ana; 
pl. awa-lindu-ana Im-beni l\'f-boi'igw Im-beki :\1-bamba. Ki-ara M w-isukuru 6. Un-nyenya � Ir-isw, II-isu Um-fu 1-siawara 
Ili-kai'iga 1-ndusw; maIn-yuwire 
( pl.) Iki-anja. Iki-bwkw; ifi-. Li-wwkw (51 a) Un-tu, Mu-tu; mi-tu N-dumbura, N-dumburu Iki-tende N-gubw. Ulu-gubwgubw. Um-papa. Iki-kanda Ki-amba. Ki-fimba 1-fuwu. 1-fubu. In-dumondw. N-gupi Li-kumbulu R-uki Ru-pembe; m-bembe Iny-umba. Ki-waga. Mw-idu (51 a) 

52. Ci-hei'iga 
52 a. Ci-tumbuka 

Ma-kuni Ku.kn 

Ci-wanda 

l\'I-buzi 
Mu-ruiigu 

U-teka 
Doi'igw Ru-siawa; syawa N-kai'iga Fuuti Sisi 
Ci-manja 

Mu-tu 
M-oyw 
Ci-gunu 

Ci-gwere 

V-1-uci Ru-sefigwe 
Ny-umba; zi+ 

2II 

53. Ci-toi'iga 
53 a. Ci-siska 

or Ci-sisya 
Mu-situ Ny-wli 

Ci-wanda 

M-buzi 
Mu-rui'igu 

U-teka 
Pa-si l\'f-barara 
N-kaiiga Futi Sisi 
Ci-kufi 

Mu-tu 
Mu-tima 
Ka-iigwlii'igwli Cu-kumba 

Ci-gweri, Ci-bweri 

Uci Seiigwe, Li-sei'igwe Ny-umba 

LL-
,.l'. 
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212 ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

---------- -- I� --- -- - - - - - -
English 

- ---

Hunger 
Husband 
Hyena 

Iron . . .

Island 
Ivory ... 
Knee ... 
Knife ... 

Lake 
Leg 
Leopard 

Lion . . .
Lips . .. 

Magic ... 
Maize ... 
Man ...

Man (vir.) ... 

Meat 
Medicine 
Milk ... 

Monkey 

Moon ... 
Mother 

Mountain ... 
Mouth 
Nail (of finger 
or toe) 

Name ... 
Navel ... 
Neck ... 
Night ... 

48. 
Uiigu or

Id-wuiigu 
48 a. Ki-manda 
-----

In-zala 

Im-bisi 

le-era . 
lli-cuma

In-tipa 
Ru-pembe 
I-kokola
Ru-kamaiiga Ikwa 
Um-nii.ndi 
N-gwi

Mi-lw�w (pl.)

Un-dwzi 
Ma-saka 
Um-tu: 
awa-ntu 

Iny-ama 

Im-bwadzi 

Unw-ezi 
U-mai; awa-

Umw-amba 

49• 50. 5 l. 52• 53• 
I1i-nyixa ki-wandia 1 Ikinyi-kiu� l Ci-he5ga r CUoii .. 

---

In-zala 

N-zUJUbi

I�ij-era 

Uru-pembe 
I�-izwi 
Umu-fiii 
U-s11mbi
Ifnama

In-zoowe

Umu-rwmw; 
ama-

Uwu-rwzi 
I-saxa
Umu-ntu; 
awa-ntu 

lny-ama 

In-tumbi 

Umw-ezi 
U-nyina

(N-konde) 52 a. S3 a. Ci-siska 
51 a. Ci-tumbuka or Ci-sisya 

M-wamba 
- - --- ------ --- --

In-zala N-jara.
In-dzara 

N-jara

Un-dume; 
aba-lume 

Uci-mbui Iki-ndingc.,. 
lli-patama;

Ci-mbwe 
ama• 

le-era Iki-era C-uma

Ici-ntenserezia Lu-sui'igoo. Ci-rumba
Ru-syei'igesisi 

Uru-pembe 
I-kwkora 
Umu-fiii 
U-sumbi
Iki-nama

Un-ziera

Umu-rwmw; 
imi-

Uwu-rwzi 
Iki-rombe 
Umu-ntu; 
awa-ntu 

Nya-mbara 

Iny-ama 

I-tumbiri

Umw-ezi 

:\1-bembe Mu-nyaiiga 
Li-fundw Koiigwnoo 
U-magi; mi- Ci-maye
Sumbi.

lki-siba 
Iki-rundi; IVI- Rundi; ma-
or aina-

Ili-wole. Yi-iigoo
lli-bwle.
N-jusi

Ifi-galamu 
Un-dwmw; Mu-rwmw 
mi-roomw

1\-dwsi Wu-hawi. 
Mu-iikhwara 

lki-rombe; ifi- N-goma 
Umu-ndu; Mu-ntu; wa-
or aba-, awa-

Un-dume. 
Unnya-mbala. 
N'-kaiigali 
(s 1 a) 

Iny-ama Ny-ama 
Uii-kwta Mu-iikhwara 
Iki-seiiga. 
Ulu-kama 

Kabukabu. M-buyi
Kaukau. 
Salila 

Umw,ezi �y-aiiga 
Yuwa or Jiiba. 

Un-nyw-kw. 
Un-ua 

Iki-amba 

N-ja

Pundu; 
a-pundu

N-tbali.
M-porokc.,tw

Ci-rwa 
Mu-nyaiiga 
Goiigwnw 
Ci-mayi 

C-iga; vi-
Nya-rubwi

l\Ii-rwmw 
Fwiti 

Ciii.-goma 
'.'\fo-ntu; wa-

N-yama
Li-wise

Pusi

Mw-ezi 

Piri 1-gamba
Un-dwmw; imi- I-loomu 

Ici-piri 
Nka-mwa 

Ru-piri 
1-niiigwa Uru-zura Ur-owe; Ki-ara. Nj-wwe C-ara

iny-wwe Ur-wwe (51 a). 
lky-ala 

Ir-ina Iz-ina Iz-ina Jii-gamu Z-ina Z-ina
Ili-tumbu 

I-siiigw In-siiigw In-sin.goo 1-kwsi Mu-kwsi. Kwsi
Singw 

\Vu-siku. Wu-siku. Wu-siku. llu-siku. U-siku. U-siku
(I-cisi = I-�isi l•kisi I-kilw. (Cisi = 
durkness) (Pa-kiru darkness) 

darh1ess) 

., .. ... 

. .. .. , 
, .. 

If I ■ 

.... . ... 

... 



English 

Nose 
Oil palm 
Ox 

Paddle 

Palm wine, 
beer 

Parrot 
Penis ... . .• 

Pig 
Pigeon 

Place .. . 

Rain .. . 

Rat 
Rhinoceros 

River ... ... 

Road ... ... 

Salt ... 

Shame 
Sheep ... 

Shield ... 

Shoulder 
Sister ... 

Skin 

Sky 

Slave ... 

Sleep ... 

Smoke 
Snake 

GROUP :rvr: THE NORTH-WEST NYASA LANGUAGES 

48. 

Uiigu or 
Ici-wuiigu 

48 a. Ki-manda 

Im-pula 

Ifi-ombe 
in-dume 

I-riia

U-kapodi
In-dziwa

W-01100

I-vula.
In-semba

M-bidnga

49. 
lpi-nyixa 

Iii-ombe 

\,Vu-xara 

I-guruwe
N-gugu

Pawu-gconco 

lm-vura 

U-kuza

Um-bana; imi- 1-dzendze. 

I-zira

1-nozi

1-lumbu or
Rumbu.
Umw-eiigi;
awa-

In-cimba

Ku-lulu

Umu-dzia;
awa

Utu-rco

Idi-cosi
In-zcoka

U-sumbi

In-zira 

Li-veya 

I-fionzi;
ama-gonzi

I-rumbu

Ifi-gora 

Kumw-anya. 
I-wingco

Utu-rco 

Iri-cosi 
In-jcoxa 

--
!
-

50. 

Ici-wandia 

Ifi-ombe 

Im-borc.o 

Ifi-guruwe 
In-tc.ozi 

Uwu-raru 

Im-vura 

U-kuza

Uru-izi. 
U-sumbi

In-zira 

I-nonzi

Umu-yemba 

Iki-kcowa 

Kumw-anya. 
I-wifigu 

Utu-rc.o 

Ic-usi 
ln-zcoka 

5 I. 

Ikinyi-kiusa 
(N-konde) 

5r a. 
M-wamba

Im-bula 

Ifi-ombe 
im-fule. 
(Aka-gombe =
small ox-) 
Ru-kafi; 
in-gafi 

Ubw-alwa 
(beer) 

Im-borco, 
Im-bolco. 
Ili-sinco; 
ama- (51a) 

Ifi,guluwi 
N-guiigu 
widza.
N,gunda

Bu-gconco.
Witugarco

1-fura

Im-bewa 
Pembele or 

Ki-pembere 
Uru-isi. 

Ulw-esi. 
Sumbi 
(51 a) 

ln-jira, 
In-dzira. 
Um-pulco, 
Um-pusco 

Um-unyu; 
imi-unyu. 
Iki-lambco 

I-sconi
Ifi-osi

Iii-guru. 
Ili-tera 

Iki-beja 

52. 

Ci-heiiga 
pa. 

Ci-tumbuka 

N-ombe
yana-lume

l\'I-borco 

Ki-henehene 
N-jiwa

Pa

Vura 

M-bewa

Mu-roiiga 

N-tcohwa

Berere 

I-rumbu; ama- Dumbu

Iki-kanda. 
Ifi-gubco 

Kumw-anya. 
1-wingu

Im-pina,
Um-pina

Utu-rco

Ili-osi 
l\'-jcoka 

Ci-cimba 

Kuc-anya 

Tu-roo 

213 

53. 
Ci-toiiga 

53 a. Ci-siska 
or Ci-sisya 

M-sikisi
N-ombe

Ma-kama 

N-kulekwe
U-ka.
Toi'igc.o

N-guriii
Khunda

C-aru

Vua 

Ma-janca (pl.) 

Mu-sinji 

N-tcowa

M-berere

Mu-sice 

Rn-wavu; ma• 

Mi-tambu 

Ku-ru. 
U-siwa

J•cosi 
:'-l-jc.oka 

1-
... 

•·· ,, 

... 

.. 

, .. 
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48. 49. 50. 51. 52. 53. 
English Ufigu or l�i-nyixa Ici-wandia Ikinvi-kittsa Ci-hefiga Ci-tofiga 

lci-wui'igu (N-k.onde) 52 a. 53 a. Ci-siska 
48 a. Ki-manda 51 a. Ci-tumbuka or Ci-sisya 

M-wamba

War ... U-lll\vu or Uwu-rugu Uwu-rugu Bu-ite. N-khondw N-khondw
Bu-luwu Uw-iti. Ki-su 

Water i\ma-zi Amin-zi Amcn-zi Mi-si or Me-si Ma-ji Ma-ji 
(correctly 
Ame-si). 
Ma-lefiga 
(5 I a) 

Well, source Ik-ina ; if-ina 
White man Um-ziui'igu; Umu-zuiigu Umu-zufigu Mu-zufigu; Mu-zui'igu; Mu-zufigu; 

a-ziui'igu ba- or wa- wa- or ba- a- or wa-
Wife ... Um-cima-ne Um-ii,i Mu-kazi Un-kikuru; ba-. Mu-kazi M-tikazi

Un-kazi 
Wind ... Im-bepw Im-pepw Im-pepw Um-berw; imi-. Mw-era M-phepc.:i

Jm-bepw 
(51 a) 

Mu-hawi; wa- Fwiti Witch ... Um-lwzi Umu-rc.:izi Umu-rc.:izi N-dwsi;
ba-rwsi 1•
Mn-rwsi (5 I a) 

Witchcraft Bu-lwzi Uwu-lc.:izi Uwu-rc.:izi Bu-rc.:isi 
Woman Mw-anace. M w-an'tanda M w-anakazi. N-kazi; ba-, Mw-anakazi :\-f-tikazi; 

Ufi-kima; Umu-kazi Un-kikuru an-tikazi 
awa-

Womb I-papirw (51 a).
Ubu-gwgw

Wood (fire- Ifi-gwi Uru-kwi Uru-kwi Dn-babu; N-kuni N-khuni
wood) pl. im-babu

or im-bau
Yam I-tugw Iki-tuww Iki-tugu. Ci-awc.:i Ci-yaw 

Iki-tuwu(51 a)
Mw-aka Ci-limi-ka Year Umw-aka Umw-axa le-aka Iki-enja.

Iki-inja
Yesterday Yolw Ma-byira Ma-jwlw, Ma-yirw 

Ma-yorw 
Zebra ... M-sami U-jiga U-corwa I-sendzewere Bori C-apinda

One Ka-mwi, -mwi -wka. \V-c.:ikc.:i -wka, w-eka. -mc.:i. (Ju-moo, -moo •Illc.)Za
(W-ooka, Y-c.)ka, iw-eka Ku•mc.))
Y-ooka)

Two ... -wiri -wiri, -viii -wiri, -beli. -wiri -wi

-viii -wiri?
Three ... -tatu -tatu -tatu -tatu -tatu -tatu
Four -ni -nne -nne -na -naye -nai
Five -sanw Zi-fundisire Zi-sanoo -hanoo •sanoo, -fi-khonde

Tu-fikonde
Six Tuli-ntanda ; Zi-fundisire Zi-sanw I-hanoo Sanoo Konde 

also Ka,kaga na puru na purwe na ru-moo. na ka-mw di ci-mooza 
wwkoo iw-eka N'-tandatu

Seven ... l\T-pufigate. Zi-fundisire Zi-sanw I-hanw Sanoo Konde 
Ka-fui'iga na puru na purwe na i-wiri na tu-wiri di vi-wi 

wa,wiri wa-wiri 
Eight ... M-nane. Zi-fundisire Zi-sanw I-hanoo Sanoo Konde 

;\,f-nana na purn na purwe na i-tatu na tu-tatu di vi-tatu 
wa-tatu wa-tatu 

Nine 
... 1-cenda. Zi-fundisire Zi-sanoo I-hanoo Sanw Konde 

Kenda na wa-nne na wa-nne na i-na na tu-naye di vi-nai 

1 Un-nyagoo = priest in re/1/;[ious mysteries.

r 

... 

... 

... 

. ,, 



216 ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

English 48. I 49. 50. 5 I. I 52• I 53-Uiigu or I�i-nyixa Ici,wandia lkinyi-kiusa Ci-heiiga Ci-toiiga 
------,-- 1------------Ici-wuiigu (N•konde) I 52 a. 53 a. Ci-siska 48 a. Ki-manda 5 ta. Ci,tumbuka I or Ci,sisya 

------� __________ ____ ::II-wamba I _____ � 

Ten 
Eleven 
Twenty 
Thirty 
Forty ... 
Fifty ... 

Hundred ... 
Thousand ... 
I, me, my ... 
Thou, thee, thy 
He, him, his 

We, us, our 

l,kumi 
I-kuminaka,mwe
l\Ia-kumiya-wiri
Ma,kumi ya-tatu 
Ma-kumi ya-ni 
Ma-kumi ya-sanoo 

I-gana.Ka-gana
Nene. N-, Ni-. •n-. -a-ne
Wewe. U-,W-. ,ku-. -a•kro 
WiyG1>. Ayu. Y'-,A-. •mu•. -a-kwe
I,sweswe. Tu-. •tu-. -e-tu

Ye, you, your Mwemwe or U-nyenye. Mu-
They, them, their 

? -wa-, -mu,, -e-nyuWawro. Wa-. •Wa-. rU•Woo

I-kumi.I•1mmi
l,kumina puruw-<,>kaAma-kumiga-wiri.Ama-�umiga-viliAma-kumiga-tatu
Ama-kumi ga-nne 
Ama-kumi ga,fundisire 

I-ne. Nene.-,N-.•Il· (-m•),-a,neI-we.U-, Yu-.-ku-. -a-x',-a•XGI>, -a-nroWu•y(I).Uwene.A-.-m-, -mu-.-a,kweSweswe,1-swe.Tu-.-tu-. -ituMwemwe, J,mwe, Mwe,ka. Mu-. -va- ,inyu

I-kwni 
I-kumina purwiiw-ekaAma,kumiga-wiri
Ama-kumi ga·tatu 
Ama-kumi ga-nne 
Ama-kumi ga-sanc.> 

Ama-kumi geka i-kumi 
U-ne. Nene.l,ne. -, N-.·n• (•m•).-a-ne
u-we. U-. -ku•. -a-kc:a>
Yuyc.>. 

A-. -mu-. -a-ce
Sweswe. Tu-. -tu-. -itu
l\'lwemwe. Mu-. -inu

Wuwc.>. Ava. Wawc.>, Ba-, Wa-, Va- Wa-. -wa-. -a-ww, -wa-. -a-ww-a•VGI>

i\fo-rongo.> or 1\1,loii.go.>; pl.utu-longo.> Mu-roilgo., na ru-ruc.> 
Ma-roiigc.> ma-wiri; or Utu-loilgc:a> tu-beli Ma-roiigo., ma-tatu. Utu-loiigo.> tu-tatu Ma-rong<,> ma-na. Utu-loiigw tu-na 

Kumi 
Kumi na ka-mG1> 
Ma,kumi ga-wiri 
�Ia-kumi ga-tatu 
Ma-kumi ga-naye 
i\Ia-kumi ga•sanro 

Cumi 
M-katici•m(l)za
:\fa-cumi ya-vi 
:\fa-cumi ya-tatu 
i\Ia-cumi -ya,nai 
::\fa-cumi yan-koude Ma-roiig(I) ma-hano.>, Utu-loiigro tu•hall(I), 

(sixty= Utu-loiigw n-tandatu):\fa,roiigc.>mu-roiigc.> Ma-kumi kumi Ma-cumi -yan-kondemi-kumuku 
U-ne. Ne.N-,Ni-.-ni-ne. •n-.-a-iiguUgwc.
U-. 

Gwe. 
-nu-iigwe.-ku-. -a-kw

I-ne.N•, Ni-.•Di•, •Il·, •Odi•.-a-neI-we.U-.-ku-. -a•ko.>
Dyudyw, Jujc.>. Yuyu.Jc.>. A-. A-, Wa-. -gwe. ·lll·, ·ll·,-ii•. -a-ke, -a-kwe

-m•,-mu-.-a•ke
Uswe. Twe. I-se.Tu-. Ti--uswe. -tu-. •ti-. -itu-etuUmwe. Mwe. 1-mwe. Mu-. -umwe.-enu

M-,Mu-. -ba,, -mu-. -inu
Awa, Aba,Bw, Awo.>. 1-w(I),Babw•, Ba-. Wa-, Ba-. -bw. -ba•. (5z a). -a-bc:a> -wa-, ,ba-.-a•Wc.>

Yi-ni. 
N-. -ndi-. •a-iigu

Yi-we. U-. -ku-. -a-kc.>
Uyu. Wa-. -mu-. -a-ke 
Yi-fwe. Ti-. -ti•, -idu
Yi-mwe. l\lu •. -mu-. -inu 
Yi•W(I), Wa-. -wa-. -a-ww

r 

......... 



English

This, these 

That, those

Bad 
Black . . .
Female

Fierce .. 
Good .. .
Great .. .
Little .. .
Long
Male

Old 
Red
Rotten 
Short .. .Sick .. . 
White .. .

GROUP M: THE NORTH-WEST NY ASA LANGUAGES 

48. 
Ufigu or 

Ici-wui'igu 
48 a. Ki-manda

--------

49. 
I�i-nyixa 50. 

Ici-wandia
51.-

nyi-kittsa
-konde)
51 a. 

wamba 

52. 
Ci-hefiga

52 a. 
Ci-tumbuka

217 

53. 
Ci-tofiga 53 a. Ci-siska

or Ci-sisya
--------'--- ___ __,_______ _

-ose, -onse,
pie

-wl. ,eha 
N-kima,
-kima

•So.>ga

·tali 
-lume; 

n-dume,
-dumi

-onti, -ont'
Unu, awa or
ava; ?, ? ; 
iri,gama; &c.

-ra. (U-ra, 
wa-ra; 6�c.)

Wu-yw 
(Vu-yw),
waeWO) j 
wu-yw, yi-yw ;
di-lw (li-Jw),
ga-gw; &~c

-ninw, -ni
(wu-nino.> (6) ;
vi-ni-vi (8))

-wiwi 
-hint. -iru
-rindu 
(huma11.:1y).
-an-thanda
(animals)

-kali 
-inza 
-m-piti.

-kani 
-indu; -ndw
-tali 
-an'a-vuri.
-iiwza

-pungo.>
-zeru

-onse
We, awa?; 

wu, yi; &c.

-ra. (Yu-ra; 
wa-ra; e,·•·Y.)

Ww, aww;
wco, iyw; 
liw, go.,; &c.

-wiwi
-tifi 
-anakazi

-iza 
-kuru
-nandi

-rume-ndw.
-anarumi. 
-fi-kambaku

-swe-pu

-osa -ose

Ju-; ba-; gu-; Uyu, awa, 
gi-; Ii-; ga- ; aba ; uwu, 
ki-; fi.; ji-; iyi; ili, aya;
si-; ru-; tu-; ici, ivi; iyi, 
ka-; bu-; ku-; izi; ulu; utu;
pa• ; mu- aka ; uwu ;

Uju; aba; 
ugu; egi; iii; 
aga · eki · efi · 
eji ; 'esi;' ul�
oruru; c�c. Jujo.,; babo.>;
6,~c. 

-la (ju-la, ba-Ja
(a/so ju-la-ju-la,
ba-la-ba-la, 
&c.); �u-la,
gi-la; (;,"C.) 

-bibi. -gasi
·titll 

-n-dindu-ana.
-bwa-kazi.
-gi-kuru

-kali. -ugi
-nunu 
-kurumba. 

-ny-wamu 
-nandi.

-nini
-tali 
-n-dumi-ana. 

-nya-mbara. 
-fi-gambakw

-kuru, -kulu
-fube-fu,

kese-fu
-olca 
-pimba
-bina 
-erw, -elu

uku; apa 
-ra or -wa 

(yu-wa, b-ii ; 
wu-wa, yi-ra ;
li-ra, ;,a-ra ; 
ci-ra, vi-ra ;
yi-ra, zi-ra ;
&c.) 

:\Iw-eniyu,
b-enaba;
w-eniwu,
y-eniyi;
1-enili, 
g-enaya;
c-enici, 
vy-enivi;
yc-niyi,
z-enizi; 
lw-enulu; 
tw-enutu;
k-enaka;
&c.1 

-hene
-fipa 
-anakazi

-eme 
-kuru. -rara
-dono. 

-ntini
-anarume

-tuwa
I Also: Mw-eni-yu-ra, b-eni-ba-ra, &c.

-ose
Uyu, awa; 
wuwu; &c.,
mucle as in 
Hei'iga
Tumbuka

•heni
-fipa 
-ntikazi

-a-mampa
-kuru
-mana-vi;
-mana

•rumi 
(yi-nturume)

-i-tuwa

ll 
AIL ... ,. 
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ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

�------------------ --- -- -

48. 
Ufigu or 

Ici-wufigu 
48a. Ki-manda 

(N-konde) 52 a. 53 a. Ci-siska 
1,,.!;Jx. I 1c,.J:;;,dW. I Ikinti'.k,u� Ci-�:figa c;./ti;ga 

51 a. Ci-tumbuka or Ci-sisya 

--'--------- __ 
�I-wam�_I _ __________ _

Above, up, on 
top 

Before 
Behind 
Below, down 
Far 
Here 
In, inside 

Middle 

Near ... 
Outside 
Plenty 
There ... 

Where? 
No! 
Not (with verb 
as prefix, i11-
JiJ:, or suffix) 

To 
,, beat 
,, buy, sell 
,, come 
,, cut 

,, dance 
,, die 
,, eat 
,, give 
" go .•. 

,, kill 
,, know 
,, laugh 
,, leave off, 

cease 
,, love,want 

,, see 

,, sit, remain, 
abide 

,, sleep ... 
., stand, stop, 

be erect 
,, steal 

C-anya

Ku-mbele 
Kun-yuma 
Pa-nsi 
Ku-tali 

Pale-pipi 

Noo! 

Uku
·pwla

-iza

-wu-fa
-Iia

-pa
-genda

-kala

-wima

Pamw-anya 

J\Iw-isinda 
l'a-nsi 
Ku-tali 

U-mu

Kulu-vazu 
-inji
Kura. 
Mumwc.> 

?i-ni-lii? 
Ndari !
Ta-. -ta-, -ti-.
-ndali

Uxu

•kara 
-inza
-temera

-kwaiiga
-fwa
-ria or-dia
-pa
-wuha.
-jenda

•gc.>ga
-manya
-sexa
-Ielia

-kwanza

-lc.>la, -dora.
-enya

-imilila

-iwa, -iva

-enji
Para 

Awe! 
Ta-, ti-, -ta• 

Uku-

-wura
-iza
-temera

-cina
-fwa
-dia
-pa
-wuka

-kwma
-menya
-seka

-ronda

-ndora

-iba

Pamw-anya, 
Kumw-anya 

N-kyeni
�-yuma 
Pa.-si 
Pa-tali 
Apa 
U-mu.
Mu-nw. 
Mumoo 

N-kati.
Pa-kati 

Pa-pipi 
Pa-ndja 
-ifigi
Para. -pc.>.
Uku.

Pw-ki? 
Mma! 
-di-, -ti-.
-ga-, -ka-.
-iiga-, -iigi.
na-, -na

l'aku-, Uku
•kwma 
-ula, -ura
-isa
-butira

-fina
-fwa
-dia
-pa
-wuka, -buka.
-enda

•gwga. -kwma
-manya
-seka
-leka

-ronda.
-gana

-ngeta.
-ona

-tugala

-gwna
-ema

-iba. -heja

Pa-ban ya 

Kun-yuma 
Pa-nsi 

Mukati 

Pa-kati 

Ku-nja 
-iiigi
Para. -pw

N-ku?
Cara! A:a ! 
-ta. -ti- ; -ta
-kw. Si- (as
a pre.fix to
al I persons and
IL'nses in 

Tumbuka). 
-rivie (1ug.
Vt'rb) 

Ku-

-guura
-iza
-tcma.
-temera

-vina
-fwa
-Jia

-pa
-wuka

-kwma
-manya
-seka
-reka

-penja.
-temwa.
-ronda

-wwna

-kara

-iba

Ku-hanya 

Kun-yuma 
l'a-nsi 

Pa-kati 

Ku-nja 
-nandi
Kuwa 

Ca! 
Reka. 

Kuti-. -ca. 
Si-. -livi 
(nrg. 1•,·rb, 
'C/lllllOf') 

Ku

•saska 
.za 
-dumuwa

-tumba
-fwa
-rya, -rya
-niiika
-ruta

-baya
-iziwa
-seka
-rcka

-lembe.
-kumba

-wna?

-kara

-ra (Ku-ra)

-bba

111 .... 

. .. 
'" 
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GROUP M:: THE NORTH-\VEST NYASA LANGUAGES 

PREFIXES A)l"D CO)l"CORDS IN UNGU 

Preprcfixes present. 

Class 1. Umii-, Um-, Un- (umil, um-, u-); 2. A-, Awa• (awa-, a); 3, Umii-, Um-, Un- (umu-, 
um-, u); 4. Imi-, I- (imi-, yi?); 5. ldi-, Iri•, I-, Li- (Ii); 6. Arna- (ma-, ya?) ; 7. ll<l•, le'- {ki, ci); 
8. ? ; 9. 1-, In• (Im-), ff. (n-, i); 10. Inyi•, Nyi-, In•, Ing• (n-, i-?, zi ?) ; I 1. Ulu-, Ru- (ru, Ju);,
12. Utu-, tu- (tu); 13. Ka- (ka); 14. Uwu•, Bu- (wu-); r 5. Uku-, Ku- {ku) ; 16. Pa-; 17. ?.

PREFIXES, &c., I� 1?1-NYIXA ,\ND ICI-WANDIA 

l'reprcfixes present. 

Class 1. Umu-, Um•, u. (umu-, -m-, -mu-, wu-, u-, vu-); 2. Awa•, Aba•, Ava• (awa-, aba-, ba, 
va); 3. Umu-, Um-, U- (umu-, um-, wu, u-); 4. Imi- (imi-, yi); 5. lri-, Iii-, ldi-, Izi• (Ii-, di); 6. Ama
(ama-, m'-, ga, gc, ? gama); 7. Ifi•, Ici-, lki• (�i-, ki, ci); ll. lvi-, Ivw-, Bi- (vi-, vw'-); 9. In- (Im•), 
Ny- (n-, yi); 10. Zi-, In-, Ny- (zi); 11. Uru•, Ulu- (lu) ; 12. Utu• (tu); 13. Alia-, Axa•, Aka• (lfa-, 
xa-, ka); 14. Uwu-, Bu-, Vu- (wu-, vu); 15. Uxu•, Uku• (ku-, xu); 16. Apa• (pa); 17. Mu, (mu). 

l'REFIXES, &c., IN IKINYI-KIUSA (H-KONDE) 

Preprefixes present very markedly. 

Class I. Umu-, Um•, Un• (un-, um-, umu-, -m-, -n-, ngu, gu-, ju-); 2. Aba•, Awa• (aba, ba);
3. Umu•, Um-, Un- (un-, um-, gu); 4. Imi• (imi-, egi, gi); 5. Ili-, ldi-, I- {iii-, cli-, Ii) ; 6. Arna- (ama-,
ma•, aga-, ga); 7. Iki- (iki•, ki, -eki); 8. Ifi. (Ivi• ?), (ifi-, fi, -efi); 9. In (Im), Iny- (in- ifi-, iny-, i, ji,
-eji); 10. I- and usually same as 9 with the addition of si as pronominal particle; 1 I. Ulu-, Uru-, Udu
(ulu- (uru-), Ju (ru) ), pl. I-, In-, and Nyi•; 12. Utu- {utu-, tu); 13. Aka- (aka-, ka); 14. Ubu•, Uwu
(ubu-, ub'-, bu); 15. Uku• (uku-, ku); 16. Apa• (apa-, pa); 17. Umu•, Mu- (mu-); 18. Ugu· (? ugu, 
gu),j,/. Aba-. 

The -ana diminutive suffix is present and a good deal used. 

PREFIXES, &c., IN HENGA (TUI'tlBUKA) AND TONGA 1

� o preprefixes. 

Class r. Mu-, M- (m-, mu, u-, yu-); ::::. Wa•, A·, Ba• (wa, ba); 3. Mu•, M- (mu-, m-, wu, u-); 
4. J\tj. (mi-, yi); 5 Ji•, J·, Di• (li); 6. Ma, (ma-, ya); 7. Ci•, Ki• (ei); 8. Vi- (vi); 9. -, Yi•, N• 
(M•) (n-, yi); 10. - , N- (M•), Zi- (zi, n-); 11. Ru-, Li, (ru, lu) ; 12. Tu• (tu) ; 13. Ka• (ka); 14. U· 
(u); 15. Ku (ku); 16. Pa (pa); 17. I'tlu- (mu•),

1 /11 the 11orlhenr dial,d n/Toiiga (Ci-siaka) and rn a lesser de,g-ree in Tonga itself and in Hefiga 
and Tumbuka occurs tlic remarkable plionelic combi11alio11 (for Bantu) of skin pro1111nciati1w. J/1is 
rmlly tksc,:mls f ro111 sy and in some d:"stri ts is /1eard <H sx ,,r zy. 
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220 ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF RANTU LANGUAGES 

48. Uiigu is spoken in the region immediately east of Lake Rukwa in the valley of the Sofigwe-Lupa
river; as far south and east as the Upper Soflgwe and Usafwa, as far west as \A.'anda and Unyixa, and as 
far north as Ukimbu. 48 a Kimanda is spoken on the north-east shore of Lake Rukwa, west of Ufigu. 

49. I,iinyixa, with its allied dialects, is spoken in the region of the Nyasa-Tanganyika plateau
between Lake Rukwa and the Cambezi basin; eastwards to Wungu and Urambia and westwards to the 
Mambwe and Fipa countries. 

50. Iciwandia and its dialects are spoken in the eastern part of the Nyasa-Tanganyika plateau
between the sources of the Catllbezi and great Luangwa river on the south and the Unyix:a and Ukukwe 
countries on the north. Also in the mountain country of north-west Nyasaland between Bundali and the 
southern Songwe at the 10th degree of South latitude. 

51. Ikinyikiusa and 51 a Ikikukwe arc spoken at the north end of Lake Nyasa from the Rukuru
{Karofiga) river on the south-west to Langenburg and the Rumbirw river on the north-east; and some 
distance northwards into the mountainous interior as far as Bundali, Porwtw, and Ukinga. Their range 
includes the Ukukwe country. 

52. Ciheiiga and 52 a Citumbuka are spoken over a considerable portion of north-west Nyasaland
from the 10th degree of South latitude in the north to the valley of the great Rukuru and lat. 11

° 3o' in 
the south. Their range as Ci-heiiga in the north and east and Ci-tumbuka in the west and south extends 
from the west coast of Lake Nyasa on the cast to the valley of the Luafigwa river (Sefiga country) on 
the west. 

53. Citoiiga and 53 a Cisiska arc spoken in the coast-lands of west I\yasa from Usisya or Usiska
(Ruarwe) Bay on the north to the small Luangwa river in the south (latitude 12

° 30' South). It is 
especially the language of the Bandawe district, the 'Atofiga' country. 

■ 



GROUP N 

THE YAW-NGINDW LANGUAGES 

54. Yac.., 55. Ci-iigiodc.., (Xorth Ngindc..,, South Ngindw) 55 a. Ci-mpwtc..> 

GROUP 0 

THE MO<;AMBIQUE LANGUAGES 

56. 1-makua (Tulugu, 'Aforambique ')
56 a. Northern Makua (Mete..> or Medc..>, M-bwabe)

56 b. Lomwe (Western Makua) 

English 
54. 

Yaw 

Adze ... Ka-wagw. 
Semw 

Animal, wild .Ny,ama. 
beast Ci-kwkw 

Ant . . . . . . Salaii. 
Li-pi pi. 
:',1-bamba 

Ant, white N-jece,
(termit�) U-cece. 

M-gumbi.
Ci,kula.
U-llkwi

Arm ... . . . \l-kwnw 

Arrow :\1-pamba 
Axe ... Li-wagw 

Baboon Li-jani. 
::',1-cimbw 

Back ... N-gongo,
M-gongw

Banana Li-gombw 

Beard ... �-deii 

Bee 
. .. N-yuci

Belly ... Ci-nena. 
Ki-tumbw, 
Lu-tumbw 

1'134 

57. I-cuabc.., or Cuambc..> (' Quelimane')

-1 - 55. 
Ci-ngindw I 56. 

-I -s6-a.-
,.makua I\ orthern 

I 
(Nort/1 and 

South) 
55 a. Ci,mpwtw 

(Tulugu, 
�

akua and 
'llfofambique ') Metw or 

Medw 
-- --

M-bwpw (55 a) I-basu

Ci-lwhi ; h i -. En-ama 
Ci-kwkw(55 a) 

Harahu. E-tui ;
1-pamba, pl. tui.
:\1-pamba E-nenele.

:\f.zwzw
\f-keke O-vera

Ci-wwkw ; hi- \t-onw; 
mi-onw.
Na,teke;
mi-teke

:\f-pamba; mi- ::,..;,tere; ma-
Li-wagw E-pazw or

Li-waw (55a) 1-basu. 
Ma-in�du 

Li-yani Kwle or
Kwli 

N-gongco 
K -yima (5 5 a) 

:'11-tana; mi-. 
i\f-:i;ogw. 
I-duli 

Li-twki Nika. 

E-nika
(\11-niga =

Ci-njuemba. 
Ira) 

E,rwri. 
N -defu,� -dehu E-reru 
X-juci E-zui .

E-nui;
1-niii

Lu-tum boo, 
Uru-tumbc.> 

E-rugulu

In-ama 

E-nenele.
1-talaku 

N-cere.
V-ce�e

M-onw;
pl. mi-onw

M-teri?
1-pacw

Kwle; a-

:\I-t.ana 

1-nika 
(pl. s,rme)

E-rori

1-nui

Ma-rupw 

56 b. 
Lomweor 

\Vestern 
Makua 

57. 
1-cuabc., or
Cuambw

('Quelimane ') 

__L 

Talakw. 
Ny-ipini 

N amara-kolw. 
U-welli

\fu,wnw; 
mi-wow

�-tere; ma• 
E-pasw.

Ka•llemw

Mn-yani

:'11,tana

J\f,wpw: 
pl. mi,wwbco 

E-reru.
E-bwetu

E-nii

E-rukulu

Semco 

N-ama 

N-yerere

U-cece.
:\fa-gugu

M-conco

:\Iu,vi 
Badu; 

Semw 
di-. 

Boiigwe 

M-tana.
Duni

::',fa.figwi 

N-devu

Nui; de+ 

Ci-fii; vi-flt.

l\fa-subw. 
E-rugulu.
Mimba

Q 

L 
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54 . 
Y
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5
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.

5 6 .
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l-m
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(N

orili
 a

mt 
(T

u
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gu,
S

ou
th

) 
',lforam

biqu
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56 a
. 

N
o

r
th

e
r
n

 

M
a

k
ua and

 
M

ete.>
 or 

M
ede.>

 

56
b

. 
L

om
w

e or 
\\ estem

 
M

ak
ua 

57 . 
1-cu

abw
 or

C
u

a
m

bc.,
(' Q

uclim
ane ' ) 

-
-

-
---'

1_s_s_a. C
i,m

p
w

tc.>
 _L

 _
 _

 _
_

 
-

-
-

�
-

-
-
-

-
-

B
ird 

B
lood ... 

B
ody

 ... 

B
o

n
e ... 

C
i-ju

n
i 

'.\Ii-azi or 
l\Ii-a

si 

C
i-w

iru
. 

C
i-ilu

 
L

i-u
pa

 

B
o1·assus p

a
lm

 M
-la

za. 
N

 -gw
a

lan
gw

a
 

B
ow

 
... 

U
-k

un
ji

B
ow

els 
B

ra
in

s 

B
rea

st (m
an's) 

B
rea

st 
(w

om
a

n
's) 

B
roth

er 

B
u

ffa
lo 

B
u

ll 
... 

B
uttock

s 
C

a
noe 

C
a

t 

C
h

a
rcoal 

C
h

ief ... 

C
h

ild ... 

C
loth

 ... 

C
old 

C
o

un
try

 

J\:
,du

m
bw

 
U

-tu
tu

.
U

-w
oi'i

gw
P

a-m
-tim

a

L
i-w

ele; m
a

A
-k

u
lu

. 
:\[-k

ulu
gw

. 
M

-pw
a

'-.
:VI-pw

a
i'i

ga
;

p
l. aci-pw

aii
ga.

:\
11-lofi

gw

N j-ati 

N
-om

be j
a

j
i-lu

m
e.

M
-k

om
ba

k
u

L
i-take.>

; m
a

,v
-a

tu
 i 

m
a

+
. 

L
i-ga

law
a

. 
L

i-gui'i
gw

a
 

C
-iw

m
e;

i-y
w

m
e 

M
a-k

ala 
A

ci-m
w

en
e or 

J\k
i-m

w
en

e; 
p

l. w
a-i-m

w
en

e. 
M

-tefiga

:
V1w

-an
a 

J\l
-bepw

 
'.\1 u-si. 
C

i-ra
m

bc.>
 

C
i-y

un
i; 

i-y
u

n
i or h

i-

l\Iw
-ah

i, 
C

-abi.
:M

w
-a

si 
'.\1-biri 

M
w

a-n
ii

n
i; 

p
l. a�i-. 

E
-n

ii
n

i
E

-pw
m

e,
I-p

c.>
llle

E
-rutu

�
a-n

ii
n

i; 
p

l. a+
. 

E
-n

ii
n

i
J-pw

m
e

1-ru
tu

F
-pala

m
e

L
i-k

a
m

e. 
M

u•lc.>
v

a
 

K
a-da

da
 

L
i-hu

pa, 
L

i-fupa
 

K
i-k

u
v

a; m
a-

N
i-k

u
w

a; 
m

a-
L

i-k
uw

a
. 

N
-k

(l)
m

a
-ii-gw

m
a l\I

-v
u

m
w

\\'u-ta. 
U

-pin
di

A
m

a-tu
m

bc.>
 

\\"-on
gw

 

L
i-w

ere; m
a-. 

J\Ia-w
ela

(55a ) 
N

-don
gw

;
p

l. m
a-loi'i

gw
.

M
-n

u
i'i

un
a

,
N

un
un

a
(55 a)

N
j-a

ti 

L
i-k

am
ba

k
w

. 
N

-gom
ba

k
e

(5
5
 a )

M
a-ta

k
e..>

U
w

-a
tu

M
-bu

y
a

ri.
K

i-m
la

m
c.>

; fi .
C

i-tih
i 

J\1-f
om

w
. 

A
-m

bu
y

a
.

B
a

m
bw

;
m

a-w
a

m
boo

(55 a)
M

 w
,an

a
; w

a-.
A

k-a
n

a
; utw

-.
K

a-k
ek

e ; 
tu-.

K
i-lem

ba; vi-
r.._

 .gu
w

w

C
i-pw

epw
e 

:'.\1-dim
a

 
or N

-dim
a

 

M
ui"i-ra; m

i-

J\l
a-ru

bw
 

W
-gw

gw

E
-betw

.
l\I u-rim

a
\Ia-bele (_p

l. )

l\J u-lebale
. 

i\f-rw
k

orw
, 

M
-rw

gorw
; a-.

J\l
u-h

im
a

(-aga =
 m

y
).

(A
-m

u
zi

, =
 /,re_ tl1r

en )
h

n
-an

. 
1-ta

da
In-ope 

"v1a
-k

u
tu

 
:'.\1w

,adia
. 

E
-k

ala
w

a
; 

1-

M
-k

a
n

u
.

K
w

adu
M

a-k
a

la
M

-bew
e

'.\tw
-an

a
; 

p
l. a

n
a,ga 

(-aga =
 m

y ) 

G
u

e.,
 ; e-gu

c.>
. 

([-pida
 

=
 /,ark ) 

lu
-riria

 
E

-la
bc.>

M
u-ra; 

m
it1-ra

. 
E

-n
y

a
n

g
a

ra

U
-k

c.,
k

w

V
am
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English 

Cow 
Crocodile .. . 
Day .... .. 
Devil, evil spirit Doctor (medicine man) Dog ... 

Donkey 
Door ... 
Dream 
Drum ... Ear 
Egg 

Elephant ... 
Excrement 
Eye ... 

54. 
yli(o) 

N-ombeja fl-kwlw
N-gwenaor N-gwnyaLi-iiwa.(;\1 u-iisi =dayliglit)
Li-swka; ma
Juam-tela 
M-bwa

M-bunda
l\l-lanlo.,· Li-tanga 
Li- or Ma-sagamilw N-gwmaLi-pikanilw
Lin-danda. Li-umbi. Li-jele. Li-kofionda. Li-taji X-dembw
Ma-i. '.\fa-nyi. M-cimbaL-isw;m-eswFace, forehead Pau-syw. 

Fat 
Father 

Fear ... Finger 

Kum-esco 
1fa-iita 
A-tati.Wese(Wese-gwe =his /allier)
\\"-wga C-ala;
pl. iy-ala.(Ci-koiigw =thumb)

I 55. I 56. Ci-ngindw I-makua(North and 
1 

(Tulugu, 
55 a. C••mpwt"' 

56 a. Northern Makua and MetCQ or Medw 

56b. Lomwe or \l,'cstern Makua 
57. I-cuabco orCuambco (' Que/miane ') 

I 
So!tth) 'Mo;ambique ')

- __ I_ --- -- --'------ ---

N-ombeya fi.k..,rw
:.VJ.wina. Ifl-wina Li-cuwa; 
pl. ma-cuwa. (l\Iu-iihi = daylight) Li-hwka 

Naka-wa; f>I.wakanaka-wa. Jim-bwa; im-bwa M-bunda.N-jwweX-diaiigw,'.\1-lyafigoo
Ma-hwka. Ku-lwta l\fa-hiimboo Li-kutu 
Li-humbi 

'.\f-dembw 
Ma-hi 

E-iiope.In-opeyw m-tianaE-gconya
W-hiu.W-tana
Ni-r,epa 1 
'.\f.fiaka. ;\I-gulukana '.\1wala-bwa; 
pl. Ela-bwa 

Punt; a+ 

1\1-kora; mi• 
O-lwha
E-gcomaN i-aru ; pl.m-aru
Ni-ywce; m-coce

Tebbco or E-tebwMa-vi
L•ihu, N-itco;L-ihc.> ; m-ihw m-etwCi-wuiigi Ww-itw. 
:\Ia-huta 
A-tati,Aka-tate

Ci-uwu; hi-uwu. N-gonji,Ci-aiigonji ;hi-

E-yuji; i-
'.\fa-kura 
Titi 

\\"-wva Ni-kwkw. E-legwe;i-legwe

I-nopeyo m-tiana
Ik-wnya
Ki-huku.U•t.ana.:.\1-ciia
Ni-i;wka.M-nepa; mi-1\I-iiaka
;\I wala-pwa;
pl. acila-pwa

Puru; a+

l'\1-kora.N-jele.M-lakwU-lwha;ma-lwhwI-kwmaNy-aru;rn-aru
Ny-wee; m-wce

l•tepc.> 
Ma-vi 
N -i t,o., ; m-et.c.>E-kove.W-itw.I-kwweMa-kura
A-t.it.i,A-t.irit,i;
pl. same.(A-tata =anus/ors)U-cukulaI-jisi.Ni-kwkw.E-libue.(Ni-ata =tllumb)

N-ombeam-tiana
Eki•wnya. :\Iu-kaku W-hiii;ma-biii.(W-tana = dayliglzt) A-nepa

:\1 wana-pwa ; ana-pwa. Samla 
Am-lakw•ni. W-lagw
W-rwha
E•kwma Li-naru. \\1-aru. Ni-wiwi L-wci;111•Cl.>ci.'.'J i-hala1>u13w
E-tepw.Na-kumaliMa.pi
L•itu; m-etuW-itw-ni.E•kwve
Ma-kura. E-kura.i\Ia-lesu

Wva E-puntt.;vru-ne;mi-ne

N-ombe
Nya-kookw; ma+ Siku. Mu-tana. (Labw= d,1yligl1t) M-zimu
1-iiaiiga ; di
M wana-bwa; ana-bwa 

I-sekc.>.M-lagu.M-sucoMa-tulw.U-rwaN-oomaNi-oru;
pl. ma-yaru

N-.zai; ma-zai 

Dwu· de- �r ti+ Ma-ri 
N-intw;m-etwKwpe.Wm-etc.>•ni
Ma-kura 
Baba 

;\[a-ta. W•wVa 1-bunw;vi-bunw.1-bunwe; vi-
Q 2 

7 

I 

,, 

... 
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ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

(lVortlt and I (Tulugu, Makua a11d \\"estem Sf>utlt) 'liforambi?Ut ') I Mete.> or Makua 57· 1-cuabc., orCuambc.,('Quelimane') Engli�-l ,)� Ci.:i�d:-1-�-�si�:- I -:jr���:1-:o�:� or l 5 5 a. Ci-mpc.,tc., 1 I .Mede.> 
---- -------- ------- ---- I -------- ---- -------Fire 11-citc.>. Li-otc., l\I-olfl> M-orc.> M-orc., l\I-ulu. !\f-otfl>: 
Fish 

Foot 

Forest 

Fowl Frog 
Ghost ... Giraffe Girl 
Goat ... ,, (he) God ... Grandparent Grass ... Ground Ground-nut Guinea-fowl Gun Hair ... Hand ... Head ... Heart ... 

(,mn11tlt) )f-orco mi-otc.,Somba Li-homba, E-hc.,ba 1-hc.>pa E-homba. ObaLi-sajc.>, Lu-sayc.>. Li-kau M-sezco.
Hyomba(55 a) 1-tc.,biLu-ayw; malu- Ny-ac.>: Mw-etc., Ny-aluN-gonji(55 a). m-ac.,.Li-gondeN-gukuCi-ula ; y-ula. Li-ula: 

pl. m-wla. �a-sonda M-zimu <11'M-simuN,jaAmw-ali, Mw-a\i; w-ali,aci-wali1\1-buzi or�1-busiTonde::\f-lunguM-buje;am-buje,acam-bujeLi-nyasiLi-taka 

Li-konc.,nc., Hi-kawi Mi-koiigc.o(pl.). E-tapa. !\1a•hamba. E-takwaCi-hc.>li (55 a) N-gukuLi-iigula 
Ci-wanda N-dwika.C-unjuMu-hinja.Na-waliwakana-�ali.1111-yake; wa-

�h,ala-ku; ela-kii. E-kii.i\iu-rc.:,nyi; mi-
it-nepa 

M-buhi or E-buri1\1-ene Li-poiigc.> M-bamba.M-lunguBwabu. Kaka (55 a ) 
E-l<&>bw-anaM-lukuGbwui, Gwia. Tata Ma-la;,i �fa-nyahi. Li-nyasi(si11g.) Li-taka. 0-tcope;Lu-kumbi. ma-topeLi-dupi ;-...jama. N-jugu. Ma-nduvi M-tesa,);-tesa :\Ia-rawiN-gai'i.ga Li-cundu U-ti. Huti ma-iitiI.u-umbc.> ; Li-junju, 

pl. umb<&> Li-unju. orma-umbu N-juileLi-gaza, Li-wc.>kc.>.Li-gasa Ci-ganjaK-twi: N-duturu.mi-twi ::\fu-twe,::\1-iitiiK-tima, M-tima.:'.11-tima ; mi- �1-oyw.::S-ntima 

E-kagaKa-buti; i+ E-karali\\·a-sanja ; e-sanja.K-tatal\lu-rw'.\1-rima 

Mw-it.upi. Mu-iiu lla-kii Ma-rapi 
M-nepa1-tata1'1-irao 
E-puri •M-lukuA-muna.A-buya!\la-n ya,;i I-waniM-tefi I-kaka.1-kolwl<&>Ka-pwiti1-karari

W-sambene.Mu-hini:\I wana-kii. E-kii
�1-nepa 

E-puri.E-cehu)I-hale. J\lu-rimu 
!\la-nasi E-tayaE-lw.::\1a-ndawiE-kaga. E-kwlwl<&>Ka-puti.�1-tapikw.M-bila\f.ehe,::\1-ihi:\I-ta or �-tata; ma-J\1.t,at,a; ma· l\1 u-rru, i\l u-ru. ::\lu-ru l.i-kuva'.\1u-rima "r Mu-rima :Vl-rima ; mi-

Nny-alw. l\lw-edw Mw-iru. Paka. Kc.>kwla i\1 wana-kii. E-ku;pl. re-kuKa-idue; a+ 
::',{u.zim<&>; a-zimcaLi-buru; ma-
::\1-buzi J.lu-lugw Bibi. Na-buiya Ma-ani Taka '.\la-ndiiwi Kaga Futi; de+ l\-titi. :\!u-riti ::-;.dada, "-"•niida, L-anda; ma•'.\lu•rul\1-rima 

... 

•·· 
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English Yac.> 
L,. Heel Ci-ndende 

Hide Li-kombwa 
Hill Li-tumbi, Ka-tumbi Hippopotamus N -dwmondw 
Hoe . . .  Ci-leka 
Honey Li-jela :\1a-sega 
Horn ... \1-seiigw. Li-peiiga. Li-wengwa. :\lny-anga House ... N-yumba.Ka-jumba.Li-kc.>me.L1-wasaHunger SalaHusband A-swnc.> or
Hyena :\1-swnc.>gwLi-tunu.Lt-tunui'igu
Iron . . . Ci-pala.\I-la pc.>(iron ore)Island Ci-lwa; i-lwa.Ki-rumba;i-rumbaIvory ... \Tny-ai'iga.Li-pengaKnee ... Li-rungw,Li-luiigw
Knife ... Ci-pula.Ci-majeLake Ny-asa.Li-tanda
Leg Lu-k6i'igc.)lw
Leopard Ki,suwi,Ci-suiLion Li-simba

Ci-figind 1-makua 56 a.Northern 
� 

55- 56. I (Nor/It a (Tulugu, Makua and So11t/1) '.lforambique ') I Mete.> or 
55 a. Ci-mpc.>lc.> I Mede,) 

L --Ci-sukururc.> E-gc.,gwinc.>. J-kc.>twkwtoo.E-kootsa ; i- E-kc.,kwinywHi-ega? E-kataka K-dabalaCi-tumbi : hi- \[ w-agc.> K-rima.\Iw-akwN-dwmondw Twmondw I-pi tu
E-hipa. 1-hipa:--:i-nisaduW-uci O-ravw U-rac.> wwi-nuiMara or Eny-aka ::\1ny-aka.Li-mara. �i-pei'iga;Li-nyelc.> (5 5 a) ma-

N-yumba.
N-khati

En-upa In-upa 
N-jara. E-dala J.t,alaM-lwpw-ana
Li-pundu Ku-zupa; a+ Ku-jiipa : a+ 
I.i-vumbu.C-uma. E-yiima 1-yuma
Ny-ei'igeCi-lwa;fi-lwa E-kisira .:-J-tinji 

X-dembw \Iiny-aga Ny-aka nw tepw Ci-yuwa; Ni-kuta; ma-. t\ i,kut,a; ma-hi-yuwa Ne-gwta. W-gwkoraCi-pura l\lw-alc.> \Iw-alw 
Lu-ci N ,rata N-tia;ma-tiaCi,wuru; ma-. M w-etw; 1\Iw-edwLi-gulu (55 a) pl. m-etw Li-huwi or Ci- Havara Havara 
Li-simba Kararnu Karamu. :Mu-kangu; 

pl. amu-kangu Lips Lu-gwmw; m-. '.\li-rwmc.> N-dere 1-yanwl\1-lomw; mi-. 
Magic ... 

Lu-jemc.> U-sawi U-hawi. O-kwiri U-kwiriHi-hilu (55 a)Maize ... Ci-maiiga; Ci-rombe Na-kuw .:\'a-kuw; i•mai'iga ana-kuw Man ... :'l[u-ndu; wa- :'llu-ndu; wa- '.\!-tu; a-tu M-tu; a-tu

- �-

56 b. 57·Lomwe or J-cuabw or
vVcstern Ct1amb(I) Makua �11elimane ') 

Eny-iiigala 
E-isabala;1/amw-agw

1-tilini.E-gugunw
Na-petu. Tomodw E-pwituM-iseseri E-iba, Iba;v-ibaMa-kalapa. Uci andUi1-nui or W-uyi '.:'Jy-aka Ny-aka 
Mpa, N-uba,E-mba n-umba; pl.den-umba
E-tala Dala Namu-ikwe
Ku-zupa. N-tika.E-japua Nam-gudu.Nyamu-iigunu\1-kwkw U-tale
Wci-lwa Suwa 
\lu-yaka Ky-aka 
I.1-kuta Ni-bodw or Bondw; ma-
\1-padi. M-beniBeni An-tia 
'.\1w-etu l\[w-Mw. :\1 w-entw; mi· Keregere. :Nya-rugwe; Severe ma+ \fw-atw Pwdwgwma. Mu-andc.>e 
U-lc,;,mc.) ;\Ii-rc.>mw 
U-kwiri Seiiga. ;\la-le Na-hepwe Nam-bedi. Li-vilamaiiga Mu-tu; Mu-tu; a-tu. a-tu :'lfu-ntu; a-ntu

: .. 

.. 

... 

•• 

,,.., 

... 
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English 

Man, vir. 

Meat 
Medicine 

Milk ... 

Monkey 

Moon ... 

Mother 

Mountain ... 

Mouth 

Juam-lume 

Ny-ama 
Ci-Jagu. 
M-tera,
:.\1-tela

Li-kama.
Ma-wele

Ki-tumbiri

:\Jw-ezi. 
Li-tumba 

A-maco.
Aci-kulu-gwe

Li-tumbi.
Li-cenje

Ka-mwa

Nail (offinger Ci-kalawesa 
or toe) 

Name ... 

Navel .. . 

Neck .. . 

Night ... 

Nose ... 
Ox 

Paddle 
Palm wine, 
beer 

Parrot 

Penis ... 

Pig 

Pigeon 

L,ina; 
m-ena 1 

Ci,sc.,u

Lu-kcosi; ma-

C,irw, 
C-ilco.
(Ci-pi=
darkness)

Lu-pula
N-ombe
ja ji-fure

N-gavi
U-cima,
U-cema.
Ma-jei'iga.
C-kana,
(Ctu-lwa =
sweet beer)

Na-mame;
pl. aki+,
aci+.
N-gwalu,
N-gwesi

Li-oi....,, 
Li-wwlw. 
Y-alco 

Li-guluwe, 
Li-gwlule 

N-juwa.
N-gunda

Mu-lume. 
Ka-kombco 

Ci.Jiwi 

Lu-kama 

Li-tumbiri 

:\Iw,ehi 

Akw-itu 

Ci-tumbi 

Ka•nwa. 
M-lwmco,
Nn-dwmco

Ci-uhu

Li-hina 

Hii'igu. 
Li•kcolwmelco 

K-iru,
K-ilw

:\1-bunw 
N-ombe

N-dahi

Li-hekwa 

l\1-borw 

Li-uluwe, 
Li-guluwe 

N-juwa,
N-jiwa

M-Jwpw-ana; a-.
Mu-lugw-ana

En-ama

Mw-eri 

Mae 

l\1 w-akco 

Mw-anco. 
Ey-anw; 
iy-anw 

E-kata; i-

N'-zina 

:\1-jombco. 
N'-teku; rni

Sikw or 
E-sikco.
Milw

0-hiii.

E-pula
E-iiope

Sura 

E-kwia

l\f-bc.>lw 

E-guluwe

E-kunda.
I\ -zia

l\[ wam-lopw-ana. 
Mu-Icobw-ana 

In-ama 
M-rete

?.la-pele 

M-i;;a,pwe.
Tupili

Mw-eri

Manyi 

i\lw-akco 

I-yanw.
Ma-Iagu

E-kata;
i-hat,a

X-cina

M-teku

I-13ikw

U-hiu

I-pula
I-nope

E-kuei

I-kuluwe

N-cia

1 MaJ-ina = resped.

M-lwgw-eni

En-ama 

Na-karama 

Mw-eri 

Maa 

Mw-agu 

Wayaniini 

E-karuka-
Ma-karu (pl.)

N'-sina

N,twku

Li-kwhi.
N' a-lwkw!O)kco 

:\la-hi ii 

E-puna
En-ombe

U-wema

Na-mame 

1\-1-p<,.>lw 

Guluwe 

N-tia

Mua-miina. 
l\I u-lcopw-ana 

N-ama

Ma-kaka 

Kwlw or 
Korw 

Mw-eri 

U-ma

Mw-ai'igw 

:\[u-lwmco 

Y-ala;
vi-ala

:N-zina

?.1u-toyw. 
Mu-twku 

Ni-kwti 

Ma-tiii 

Punw 
N-ombe
ya kapadco

N-ombw
Wiema.
(\\'-alwa =
beer)

Sondw 

Guluwe 

Ka-i'igaiwa. 
l:\a-nywkw; 
ana-

... 

' . 

.. , 
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English 

Place ... 

Rain 

Rat 

Rhinoceros 

River ... 

Road, path 

Salt ... 
Shame 
Sheep 

Shield 
Shoulder 

Sister 

Skin 

Sky 

Slave ... 

Sleep ... 

Smoke 

Snake 

Son, boy 

Song ... 

Spear ... 

Spirit, soul 
Star .. . 

Stick .. . 

54. 
Yac.> 

Ki-ram be.,. 
Pa-. Ma-lc.>. 
Pa-ndu 

Ula; ma+ 

Li-kC1>swe. 
Li-buku 

M-bela.
Ci-pembere 

Lu-sulc:.,. 
Lu-jenda 

Li-tala. 
Li-kondw 

N-jete
SC1>ni 
N-gwza.

N-gondC1>lc.>
Ci-kc.>pa
Li-koyw

Lumbu; 
pl. aca+ 

Li-pende. 
Li-kombwa. 
Li-kunami 

Kw-iunde. 
Ku-inane. 
Li-unde 

M-kapwlc.>

Lu-gwnw 

Li-wsi 

Li-jwka 

Mw-ana. 
(?-1-songc.>lo, 
M-canda =
boy) 

Lu-imbw; 
ny-imbc:.,. 
Ma-lumbw 

Li-pafiga 

:rvr-tima? 
N-dondwa

N-gofigc.>.
Bokwla.
N-dindisw

55. 
Ci-figindw 
(Nor/It and 

South) 
55 a. Ci-mpwtc:., 

N-dima

I-hura,
Hula

M-cenje

M-kuka,
Nn-kuka

N-dira

Hwni 
Berere. 

Li-i'ic.>hi ; ma
Ci-kwpa 
Li-wega 

M-gc.>li.
M-numbc.>

Ki-ega

Ku-nani. 
Ma-hundi 

:.1-manda; 
a-wanda.
M-banda;
a-wanda(55a)

Lu-gwnw 

Li-c.>hi 

Li-wka, 
Li-jooka 

Mw,ana, 
K-ana

Lu-imbw ; ny-

Umi 

56. 
I-maktta
(Tulugu,

'M orambique ') 

Ni-barw. 
Va-tu 

56 a. 
Northern 

Makua and 
Metw or 

Medw 

Va-citu 

E-bula. . I-pula 
:Suwa

:-4i-kule; ma-. Ni-kule; ma
E-mede 

M-cc.>jc:.,, Pela 
N-jc:.,jc.>

Mu-rw Moo-lwkoo 

E-pirw

'.\1a-ka 
Haya 
E-butibuti

Ni-kata; 
ma-kata. 
E-turi

N'-rubw.
Mu-rc.>gora

E-kata-ka.
Ni-kuli; ma-

W-irimu

M-sare; a-

O-ruba.
E-kwve

Mw•ifi 

E-nwa,
E-nwya

Mw-ana
m-lc:.,pw-ana

E,zibw 

Ni-vaga. 
Sofiga 

E-pirc:., or
I-pirw

Ma-ka
1-�c:.mi
1-kondorw.
Putiputi

Ici-kwpa
Ni-kat,a.
W-eturi

U-rwkora.
A-rwgora

U-rapala

I-rimu.
Ni-hute

I-pota.
A-kaporw.
M-lwku
(\1-lwkw-aka);
pl. a-lc:.,ku
(a•lwkw-aka)

J-kwve

l\I w-i�i, 
Mc,i,insi 

1-nc:.,a,
I-nwya

Mw,ana;
pl. a�-ana 

N-cipc.>; ma-

Lu-tondc:.,. E-twdwa

Ni-vaka 

M-rima?
1-tc:.,twa

N-dondwa(55a)
?.f-bihi. E-kwpw.
'.\I-sagi. N-tale; mi-
Himbati

I-kwpw.
N-tondw

56 b. 
Lomwe or 

\Vestern 
Makua 

E-lapw.
Ni-burw

M-sofikwe.
E-bula

N-silu.
Ma-cili (pt.)

�e-pembere

Mu-hici. 
Wlu-si 

E-tila.
Em-pitw.
Me,dala

Ma-ba

E-pila

N'-turi. 
:Ni-kata 

Mu-rukC1>. 
A-bwsie

N'i,kada.
Tebe

Mi-rape., 

E-rulu

Mw-isi.
E-tutu

E-nc:.,a

Mw-ana
m-lc:.,pw-ana

Li-vaka 

M-kuluba
Teneri

Em-wiri 

57. 
I-cuabc.> or 
Cuambc:.,

('Quelimane ') 

M-butw

J\-f.zogwe or
l\1u-t1-wkwe 

iV[-cilu, 
N-jilu; ma

Pueti 
(hippo?) 

I\'y-anja 

Dila 

Mu-inyu 

Bira 

E-turi; vi-

M-lwgco.
Mu-nanti

Li-kugu; ma-.

Li-kwimba.

N,drabu 

Mu-t.are 

Tu-loo 

:Mw-ici or 
W-uji

Nwa; de+

Mw-ana 
m-lc:.,pw-ana

Ny,imbco 

;\'[w-alagu; mi-

Neneri 

N-doodf.,).
Fimbwa

,. . 

.... 

. .. 
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- -- ------- -- -- - 1- - ---English 54. Yaw 
----------- --Stone ... 
Stool ... Sun 
Tail (of an animal) Tear ... 
Testicles 
Thief ... 
Thigh ... 
Thing ... 
Thorn 
Tobacco 
To-day 
Toe 
To-morrow Tongue Tooth ... 

Town ... 
Tree ... .. . 
Twins 
Urine ... 

Li-gonga. (Li-wala =
rockl Ci-tengu Li-iiwa 

;',f-cila 
'.\1-swzi, Li-swsi Li-tongw; ma-toiigw. Lu-pwala Jua-wi 
Ci-walw. Li-ciga 
Ci-ndu; i-nduMw-iwa
Swna 
Lelw 
Ci-ala. (Ci-koi'igw = 
big toe) '.\fa.Jawi Lu-rumi L-inw.(Li-jengw =
molar.Li-soiigw =
canine)'.\[ u-zi.i\.I-tete

M-tera,1\1-tela
Ma-wira 
:\1a-kwezc.> 
(i,erb, Ku-t\lllda) M-tasi: mi-.

,5. 56. /Ci-ogindw 1-makua
South) 'JJ.fopmbique ') (Nortli and (Tulugu,

1 5 5 a, Ci-mpwtw 
Iri-we; ma-. Li-ww; ma-u 
(55 a) Ci-tihu Li-iiwa, Li-cuwa 

M-bwli; mi
i\Ia-tongw 
'.\f-kungu. Mw-ii; w•i (55 a)Lu-leta 
Ci-ndu; hi-ndu Mw-iha. Nn-ba; miLi-hwna 
La-rinu, La-linw 

Lu-lime L-inw; mi-nw 
Mu-zi. Ci-kaya; hi-
'.\f-teiigw. M-bihi.Nn-toiigw.Nn-kongw:\fa-paha
::\fa-kwjw 

;:s; .Jugu ; ma-
E-hice:N-zua
W-unla
E-kete
'.\f w-iyi; eyi 
I-tari.Mw-ebeli;
pl. mc-beliE-tu

'.\fw-iwa, m-iwaScone
E-lelw

i\l-elco N-limiN-innw;m-ennw
E-labo,,E-lagww; 1-
Mu-ri. M-tali
:\l,asa 
!\Ii-nywzw 
'.\I-tifiga; mi-. Vein 

War M•sindw · m1-N-gondw' N-gondw N-tiga; miE-kotw,KodwWater i\l•ezi 
Well, source Ci-sima. U-liwa

!\la-ji. Ma-ri,:\[a-ci (55 a) i\la,zi Ci-Hwa. C1-hwnco 

56 a. 56 b. 57• :'.\lorthem Lomwe or I-cuabw or Makua and \Vcstern Cuambw Met<» or Makua (' Quelimane ') Medw 
------ --N-luku

1-hiceN-cuwa
Mw-ila 
Mi-t,ori 

Ww-iya 
M-baja.Na-hindulu
I-tu
Mw-iwa 

Lugu. i\i-bucwa 
N-sua
M-swdi
E-pulu
Nim-iya 
�a-tundulu 
E-lu
;\fw-uva 
Swla. H<»ra E-lelw

N i-kwkw ; ma- E-kwkw 
l\1-elw N-limiNinw

E-lagww; i-.J-tc.>gc.>, E-tegw; i'.\lw-iri ; mi-iri
l\"a-vata, i\la-vata U-ruca
:\1-titari; mi-. N-sempfal•kwtw

W-;:;el'lelu Lumi L-inu

\Va-wani 
\t.tapikw 
An-asa am-bili U-nwsc.>

l'vla-r,i, Ma-inji. \lii-si Ma-hi ]111,parawe. 1-himi. l,lu�i

:',1w-ala 
K-zua,N-tswaMu,ira
M-tori
Puru 
M-bava
Taku; ti-t,aku ; di-
l•l<»bw; vi
J\-Ju.figa 
Fwdia 
Dabunw, Dabuinw I-bun<»
Ma-ngwana \l-lumi L-inw

;\[.zinda. '.\I u-t,i ; mi-t,il\lu-ri
'.\1a-gwira 
Mi-rudu 
l\lu-jiji ; me-jiji Kwdw 
:'IIa-inje 

... 

. . ' 

•• I 

Pltr.:i, 

" 
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English 

White man 

Wife .. . 

Wind .. . 

Witch .. . 

Witchcraft 
Woman 

Womb 
Wood (fire-
wood) 

Yam 

Year 
Yesterday 

Zebra ... 

One 

Two 

Three .. . 

Four .. . 

Five 
Six 

Seven ... 

Eight ... 

Nine ... 

54. 
Yaw 

M-zungu

A-swnw; pl.
ac'a-swnw

M-bepoo.
M-bungw

M-sawi

U-sawi
N-kongwe;
ac'a-. 
M-bumba;
aca+

Lu-kwi; 
fi-gwi. 
Lu-sasu ; sasu 

Li-peta. 
Li-jimbi 

C-aka; y-aka
L-isoo. 

Li-jusi
M-bunda

-wiri,
-wili

-tatu

-cece,
N-cece,
i\I-cece

-sanw
-sanw
na ki-n1w
or -sane.>
ku-pambuia
Ii-me.>

55. 56.
Ci-ngindw I-makua
(North and (Tulugu,

South) '1lforambi1Jtte') 
55 a. Ci-mpwtwl

M-sungu

M-bumba.
Ny-umbc.o

M-bepoo

M-hawi

U-hawi
Mu-bane.>.

M-kigi; pl.
aki-kigi.
M-bumba
(5 5 a)

N-dumbc.>
Hanju

Ci-paru 

M-gunya; a

M-ti-ana; a-. 
JV[ w-ar-aga 

E-peu

M-kwiri.
(W-lwa =
to bewitch) 

U-kwiri
M-ti-ana

E-kuni

Eki-razi 

C-aka ; y-aka Ey-aka
Li-gore.> N -zana

,Vl-bunda, 
M-punda

-n1we,
-me.>

-wiri,
-viii

-tatu

N-cece.
I-cece

E-tugc.>

Mc.>za 

Bili or
Peli 

-tatu,
-tare.>

-je�e

56 a. 
Northern 

Makua and 
Metw or

Mede.:, 

A-guinya

NI-t,i-ana

I-pew

l'vl-kwiri

M-t,i-ana. 
Mw-ana-ti

I-rukula
I-ktmi

Ni-peta; ma

Y-aka 
M-jana,

N-jana
I-puta

I-mwka

Pili

-taru

l\1u-hanw 
Mu-hanw 
na ci-mc.>e 

-tanu .t,anu 
•tan' na tnc.>za .t,anu

na i-mc.>ka 

56 b. 
Lomweor 
\Vestern 
Makua 

Iv[.zungu 

Mw-ar-aka 

Li-pevw. 
E-takw

l'vl-kwiri

M-ti-ana

E-kuni

E-telu

Mny-aka

Mu-pisi 

Mwsa, 
Mwha 

Pili 

-taru

-nai

•tanu
•tanu

na m•c.>ha

-sane.> ni i-wiri -hanc.> ni wili -tan' na peli .t,anu na pili -tanu na pili
or -sanw
ku-pambula
ga-wili

-sane.> ni i-tatu
or -sanoo
ku-pambula
i-tatu

-sanw
ni m-cece

or-sane.:,
ku-pambula
m-cece

-tan' na taru .t,anu na taru ,tanu na taru

-tan' na je�e -t,anu na •/lie/Ii -tanu na nai

57. 
I-cuaboo or

Cuamboo
('Quelimane ') 

M-zugu;
va-zuku

Mw-adie,
Mw-adi

Pevw

l\I-kuri 

Mu•i-ana. 
Mu-iy-ena; a-

Mu-ri 

M-zama or
Mu-tsama

Gc.:,le 
N-zilw

Moda 

Bili, biri, 
-beli

•taru

-nai

•tanu
-tanu

na moda

•tanu na beli

•tanu na taru 

-tanu na nai 

L 
., ' 

-•• 

"' 

'jSL; 

'' 

... 



230 

English 

Ten 
Eleven 
Twenty 

Thirty 
Forty .. . 
Fifty .. . 

Hundred ... 
Thousand ... 
I, me, my ... 
Thou, thee, thy 
He, him, his 
We,us,our 

Ye, you, your 

They, them, their 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LAN'GUAGES 

54. Yaw Ci-figindt.> J-makual 55. · 56. I (Nor/It and (Tulugu, 
I

s'!.!tlk) I '.lforambiquc') I 55 a. Ct,mpcotw I 
Li,kumi 
Li-kumi niki,mw Ma-kumi ga,wiri (also m Old Y.t..:, Di-jira; pl. ma,jira
/este Bleck) Ma-kumi ga-tatu Ma-kumi n•cece :da-kumi ga-sanw or m-sanw (sixty
= ::\la-kumim,sanw ni li•mco) Li-gana 

Mw-anda' 
Ne,ju, U-oe. N-, Ni .. 

•ll•, -a-figu

Kumi. Li-cira Kumi na ci-mwe .i\Ia-kumi ga-wiri. ? Ma-cira ga-wiri 
J\Ia-kumi ga-tatu ;\'la-kumi -nceceMa-kumim-hant.>

Li-cira 1(li-mwe); 
j,/. ma-cira. I•gana 

M-lwgw,Mu-lwgool\lu-lwgwna mwzaM-lt.>gwmi-iii

Mi-lwg0> mi-raru'.'\fi-lwg0>mi-je;;el\[i-loogw mi-tanu

i\1-loogw zene m-lwgc.l 

Ne-figa. Miw. Ni•, �·· � K�-. . -n-, •W•. -a•ngu -ki- or •g1•.-a-gaU-gwe,Gwe-ju. We-iiga.
u.. u ..

We.W-,U-.-ku•. -a•kt.> -ku•. -a•kt.> -hu•, •WU•.
A-jw, A-jcojco.A-,Ju-.•m•,•mW•,-a•kweUwe, Uwe-ju.Tu-.•tu-. -e-tu
Umwe, Umwe,ju. M-,Mu-. -wa•. -e-nii
Wa-le. Aw.

A-. -a-, •Wa•. -a-w

Nomw? Ywi Yombe. A·. 
-a-wWle.
W-, u .. -m•. -a-we-m•, -mu-. -a-keTwe-iiga. Hi-w, Hi-nyw, 

Ti-. Hi-yanw. -ti•. -i-tu Ni-. 
Mwe-iiga. Mu-,M-. -mu-. -i-nu
We,f\ga? Wombe. Wawere? Wa•,A-. •Wa-. -a-oo,•;\•WW

-ni- {?-gi-,-ki-). -c-huNyu, Nyu-w,Nyenyu.M-,Mu-.-bu·. -e-nyu
Ahwwa. 

A-. -wa-, -ha-. -a-ya 

56 a. Northern Makua and Metw or Medw 
Kumi. Mu-lwgw Mu-lwgw na i-mwka .Ma-kumi m-eli

::\Ia-kumi ma-raru l\Ia-kumi rna-ce�e Ma-kumi ma-t,anu 
(si:rly = lVla-kumi ma-t,anw na ni-mwka) 

56b. Lomwe or Western Makua 
Li-kumi. M-lwkcoLi-kumina mooha::\la-kumlme,eli

Ma-kumi ma-raru \1a-kumi ma-nnai :ira-kumi ma-tanu 

Ma-kumi m-lwkw?

Mi. Mi-nvano. Mi-a, Mi-anw. Ki-. . Gi-. -ki•. -a-ka -gi-. -ka

57. I-cuabw orCuambco('Quelimane') 
Kumi 
Kumi na moda :\fa,kum-m-edi 

Ma-kumi ma-rarw Ma-kumi ma-nai Ma-kumi ma-tanu 

Zana 
Ci-kwi 
Mi•oo. N-, Ndi-, Di-. -di-. -a-ga

U-we. We-yu. I-we,1-we-anw. We-yoo.U·. W-,U-. U-.-u-. -a-w -u-. -a-o -u-. -a•o
Ywyw.
A-. -m•, -a-we

Hi-yanw. Hi-yoo. N-, Ni-. -ni•. -i-hu
Nyenyu. Nyu-m. M-,Mii-,N-. -n-, -ni-.-i-nyuYa-y(n. A-yw.A-, Ya-.•a-. -a-ya

E-y0>.U-.-mu-, -m-. •We
Hi-yanw. 
Ni-. -ni-. -i-hu

Nyu-an(I). Mu-. -e-nyu
A-ye,,.A-. -wa-. -a-e

Iye-ne. u., Ba-. •U•. -a-i
1-y,,,.Ni-.•Di•. -e•U
Nyu-w. Mu-. -e-nyu
Aw-enc. A-. -a-. -:i-wa

1 This sometimes me,ms one hundred, and apj>are11lly sr111tetimes merely ten.;\·lw-anda in Yaw means 'a great number wldclt ca1111ot be cmmted'. 

... 

,;;I! 

... 

1!l·1, 
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English 

--

All 

This, these 

That, those 

Bad ... 

Black ... 
Female 
Fierce Good ..• 

54· 
Ya()) 

-ose; -ose-pc A-jw or ju. a-wa; a-u, a-ji; a-li,a-ga; a-ci, a-i; a·ji, a-si; a-lu; a-tu; a-ka; a-u; a-ku; o-pa; a-mu. A-juju; a-wawa; C.-.3c. Aju-nw, awa-nw· au•noo ; '&,c, (J u-ele-j u ; w-ele-wa; w-ele•u; j-ele-ji ; &-c.) A-jw, a•W())j a•())· a-jc,) · a-ly� ; a-iw ; &,c. Aju-la, Awa-la; au-la, aji-la; ali-la, aga-la; aci-la, ai-la ; aji-la, asi-la ; alu-la ; &-c. 

Expressed by 
' not l{ood' ; also •bi= 'blacf.,', 
'an.£:7'.

,pilyii.u; •pilila, ,bi •koofigwe. •koolw
•kali •mbwne. •kc.>ta. ,lumba,na

5 5. 56.i56a. 56 b. 
Ci-ngindc,) I-makuaI Northern Lomwe or Makua and \Vestern (North and (Tulugu, South) 'Mofambique ') I Mete,) or Makua 55 a. Ci-mpwtw] Medw 

-wha
U-yu, a-wa; ? I ... ., . , 1-r1, 
a-ga; c,"c.

J w-la; wa-ra; ? ; ? ; le-ra ; ga,ra ; &,c. 

•himn. •bi

•piri
•dara. -kigi. -ana-wa•ke
•nw•fu, •hali-le. •nyahi

Wte-ne 
U-la, a-la; u-Ja, ci-la ; n-na, a-la; i-la, ci-la ; uu; va-a; muu

U-le; a-le; u-Je; ci-le; n-ne; a-le; &-c.; 
va-le ( r6) ;
mu-le (17)

Wc.>lc.>,wa, -co-t.akala

•O•ri•pa. -w•takala
•ti-ana

•o-rera

&vc. 

-onke-a
U-la, a-la; u-la, ci-la ; n-na, a-la; i-la,ci-la (? 10);
iiii; va-a; miiii 

Ate-ne; -te-ne U-yw, a•yw; u-yu; ?

U-le: a-le; &,c. W-le; a-la ; Yw-le; ya-yw; w-le; &,c. yw-le; ccci-le; unc-ne; ya-le (6);
ye-le ; ceci-le ; ww-we (14); vava-le (16): mc,,,mu-le (17), 1,i-w-la ( 1) ;
pi-a-yw or pi-ya-la ( 2) ; pu-yw-la (3); pi-ceci (4) ; pi,ne,na (5); pi-ya-la (6) ; pi-ye-la ( 9) ; pi-ceci (10); pu-wwwu (14); pi-vava, vava-w (16); WWW·c.> (I 5) j pu-mwmu(17). 

,nanara 

-o,ri,pa. -u-takala
•ti•ana
•caca -w,rera

W-warara

·w•ri•pa
•ti-ana

•w,ha•pa; -o,rera

57. 
I-cuabc,) or Cuambc,) 

(' Quelbnane ')

-

-ot.e-ne 
U,du, a-wa; u-bu or w,bu, ?; e .. ni?, a-ma? ; i-ci ?, i-vi?;?; de-ne, esi?; &c. 

Udu-le; awa-le; ubu-le; &-c. 

•takala

•w•ri-ba, -u-ri-pa. Ki-kwde,le f)i•ana; 
-seva

•u•k<a>de•ra ... 

,., 

,, 

... 

l 
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----------

English 

Great ..• 

Little ... 

Long ... 

Male 

Old 

Red 
Rotten Short .. .
Sick .. . 
White 

54.Yaw 

-kulungwa

-nandi

.Jew. •leu-pa(11erb) -lume. -kambakw
-kulu;

-kala

•cejeu
-uwle-upi, -ipi -lwele, -lwala•SWela 

Above, up, Canya. on top Pa-canya.Ku-inani.Pc-nani Before,infront Ca-mbuju, Pa-mbujwBehind, last -n•yuma. Ca-mbesiBelow, down Ku-si, Pa-si. Kw-iwandaFar Ku-tali-ka 
Here 

In, inside ... 

Middle 
Near ...Outside 
Plenty 
There ... 

Where? 

Apanw 

Mw-e. l\1-kati
Cisi-kati.Cili-kati Pa-figuluKu-sli 
-jinji
Kulakula.

KU•ll<I) 

Kwa-pi? 

55. Ci-ngindw 
(North and 

South) 55 a. Ci,mpwtw 

56. I-makua (Tulugu, '1Jforambiq11e ') I

56a. Korthern Makua a1tdMete.> or Mede.> 
-----

-kuruiigu, -kuluii.gwa
•Cwkw-pe.·OC<»k<» 

-poiigc.o. -ana-lume.•kambakw

•bara-fu

Ku-nani 

I-mugi. l'a-luiigiIn-yuma 
Pa-hi 

Kuli-pa 
Apa 

PahipahiKu-uma, Pa-uma-ingi 
Kwra 

-kulu-bale ;-ulu-halc. -wu-nua -am-kane,-kane. -yeya -w-rega-ma

-lwbw-ana

Wu-wala

-O•/ieria

-vunya-kuvi. W-kuve-ha-wo-reya 
-o•tela

-va-zulu

U-hwlc.,
U-duli
Va-ti

W-tawene.Va-de Vava. Unc.>. N-nc., :',1u-hina. N'e-bani. Mw-a-, -niIri-are 
\Va-kivi-rul:-ta (?). Va-de -njene 
Vale, Vavw.N-we Va-i? Va-yi? 

-kulu-bale. -nmlu-pale.-wu-niia -kani or-kane.-ye-wa -w-tali-va 

-m-lwpw-ana

-c.,-kalai. Ehw-tala.•ulu-pale -kwila. <o•i,era -unta -kuve-a 
-reta. -we-reiya-o-tela 

-m-culu,va-culu

Mi-hwlw 
U-t.uli
Va-t,i 

U-tai. Va-t,eVa 

Mhina; -ni 

lri-ari ya
\\'a-tamaVa-be 
-inji
Vale

Va-i? 

56b. Lomweor\Vestcrn Makua 

-twkwtc.>kc.>.-ulu-pale 
-nanju, -iic.>noiiwnc.>
-cimpa

Mwa-luku;.Jc.,pw-ana

-ivisi. An•ivisi

Yw-wela 

Ava. 
Val 

M-,•mw-e 

-n-ceni.-n-cici Uww 

57. 1-cuab<» or Cuambc.> ('Quelimmze ')

-indimiia.-e-iila 
I-iioinw. -c•nye-wa
-u-la-pa

•lwbw-ana.Pogoi 
(animals) Kalamba 

-u-vunda

-reta
•Cena

-va-zuru

U-zogorw

-va-ti

Wkunw,ApanQ) 
M-, Mu-are 

-are
1-kuvl U-dambw
-inji
Apale

U-vi?

. ' 
ttof I j .. . .. 

' .. 

■ I 

i •• 
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No N-gwamba ! 
Not (with verb, Nga-, Nge-, 
as pre.fir, in- Ngi-, Ngu-, 
fir, or su.Jlir) Ngini-, 

Ngana-, 

To 

,, beat 

,, buy, sell 

,, come 

,, cut 

,, dance 

,, die 

,, eat 

,, give 

" go ... 

,, kill 
,, know 

,, laugh 
,, leave off, 

cease 
,, love, want 

,, see 

,, sit, remain, 
abide 

,, sleep ... 

., stand, stop, 
be erect 

,, steal 

Ngunu-; 
Ngasa-, 
Ngisi-, 
Ngusu-; 
Ngi-kini-, 
Nga-kana-, 
Ngu-kunu-; 
-ka (-ga-) -ga
(or -je);
-kasa-, -kaja-

Ku 
-menya

-suma

-isa or
-ica

-tema

-wina,
-ina

•UWa

-lia

-pa

-enda;
-jenda;
-ja

-ula-ga
-manya

-seka
-leka

-nonyela.
-saka

-wona,
-ona.
-lc.:,la

-tama

-gona

-ima,
-jima

-jiwa

Lietu ! 
Ki- (1st pers.

sln;r.). 
•lietu (nega
tive suffix).
Nga- ; ,figa- ;
Ka-, -ka-;
-naka- (55 a);
-tupu (neg.
71erb)

Ku
•puta. 
-menya

-gura

-ica

-dumura

-ihina

-fwa,
-huwa,
-hwa

-ria, 
-dia

-pa.
-pika.
-wana

-genda,
-enda

-kc.:,ma
-manyi,

-manya
-heka
-leka

-londa.
-hana

-lc.:,la.
-linga

-tama

-gona.
-gc.:,lc.:,-ka

-yima

-jiba

Iii! Aar Ata ! 
A-ki-, A-gi- (1st
pers. sing.); 
Ki- orGi-.Ku-; 
Ka- (all per
sons); Ne-, 
Ni- (mbj.);
-na-; -hi-;
-le (su.f/ir).
-na- (inji:r)

W-
-mana

-tumi-ha,
-tuma

-wa

-tigila

-rugunea.
-wina

-kwa

-ja

-va-ha

-iva
-zuela

-tea

-hia

-tuna;
-ntuna

-ona

-kala-ti

-rupa.
-nc.:,na,
-kc.:,na

-eme-la

-wia

Kiimc.:,! 
A-ki (1st pers.);
Ka- K'-·
-hi- '(-si-) '; and
1mtcl1 as in 5 6

U
-wata 

-t.uma

•Ua

-t,ikila

-twela.
-wu,ina

-kwa

-lia

-kumi-ha;
-nya.
-va-ha

-wet.a.
-rc.:,a 

-wiva
-cuela

-t.ea
-hia.
-leha

-tuna

-kala-t,i

-rupa

-weme-la

-wiya

Aki-pale! 
A-ki

U-

-tuma-li,
-tuma

-rwa

-kata,
-kakata

-ihina

-pwa

-ca

-inya

-ipa
-suwela

-tea

-tuna;
-nkwela

-wna,
-kwna?
-bali

-iya

Seye! 
Iµ-

U-,W
•vada 

-ngula

da

-rema.

Ke! 

-gwada
-ceta

-kwa

-ja

•va-a

-dwa.
-famba

-pa, -upa
-zewa

-t,ea
-tia

-dana;
-funa

-wna

-kala-ti

-ime-la

-iba

55-
Ci $1filllD> 
( ' ,1/r " 

.!,i,,. tu) 
i~ .n. , ·.mpt4,r0 

,. 

56, 
f•nL~ 
(Tlf. .i, 

r_ J/ ~funti.,jrH~) 

n 

:J ' 
1-ci ;i 1;.,., 
!1;,1111.m. 
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PREFIXES A:'JD C0�CORDS CK YAW 

No pre prefixes. 

Class I. Mu-, M-, Ju•, A·, Aci-, Aca• (m, ju-, jua-, u-); 2. Wa•, A-, A-ki•, A-ci-, A-ca• (wa-, -a-); 
3. Mu-, M- (ww-, u-); 4. Mi- (mi-, ji); 5. Li- (Ii); 6. Ma- (gama-, ga); 7. Ci-, Ki- (ci, ki); 8. I- (i, yi);
9. Ny-, N- (M·), ff. Ui, jan'-); 10. Ny-, Ng-, ff., N- (M·), - (si); II. Lu- (lu); 12. Tu- (tu); 13. Ka
(ka); 14. U- (u-, ww); 15. Ku- (kn); 16. Pa- (pa); 17. Mu- (m•, mu-).

Also the prefix Na-, without concord. 
The plural double prefixes Aci-, Aki•, and Aca- seem to be used (together with A·) in both a plural 

and a singular sense, and always as a token of respect or politeness. Aca- is an honorific prefix,=' Mr.• 
or' Sir', when preceding a proper name. This particle becomes 'Ce in SOllth-west Yawlan<l. The Ci- in 
these prefixes is sometimes heard as Ki• (as also in Ci-iigindc.>), and may be nothing but the 7th singular 
prefix in an augmentath·e sense. The 'Ce or 'Ca (Ace-, Aca-) may be the equivnlent of the 'father' 
prefix i;a-, i;i., Si- in cognate tongues. When Aci- is employed in a singular sense in Yaw, its plural 
prefix is Wa-i- (2 + 8), which would strengthen the supposition that Ci- = Ki- (No. 7 ). 

PREFIXES, &c., 1:-J CI-NGINDW AND Cl-MPWTW 

Traces of preprefixes. 

Class I. Mu-, M-, Nn- (mu, jw-, yu-, u-) ; 2. Wa•, A- (wa) ; 3. l\Iu-, M-, Nn• (mu-, wu, u-); 4. Mi- (mi-, 
i) ; 5. Li-, - (Ii, ri, le-) ; 6. Ma•, Ama- (ma-, ga, ya); 7. Ci- (ci-); 8. Hi•, Fi-, Vi- (hi, fi, vi) ; 9. In
(Im-), Iii-, Iny-, N-, Ny-, Jim- (n-, i) ; 10. same as 9 (hi, hy, i); I 1. Urn-, Lu- (lu); 12. Utu-, Tu. (tu) ;
13. Aka-, Ka- (ka); 14. U-, Hu• (u); 15. Ku- (ku); 16. Apa- (pa); 17? Na-, Na-ka- (honorific); pl.

wa-ka-. Aka• (13) is also honorific in some words. There are traces of a La• ('time') prefix.

PREFIXES, &c., IN THE MAKUA DIALECTS: I-MAKUA, MED(l), L0MWE 

Only faint traces of preprefixes. 

Class I. Mu-, M-, A- 1, Mwa-, Mwala, Mwara (possibly a contraction or slurring of' Mw-ana ') (m-, 
mu, mwam-, u-, w-, yw-, t,i-); 2. A-, E-, Aci•, Afi•, Afl•mi- (a, w-, ya·); 3. Mu-, M- (m-, mu-, u, ww-, 
wi-, yw); 4, Mi-, N• (mi-, i, ci-); 5. Ni., N-, Li-2 (n, niJ; 6. Ma- (ma-, w-, wva-, a, ya-) ; 7. Sun·iving 
without definite concord as E·, Eki-, I-, lei-, Ey-, Y • ; 8. ly•, J. or absent; 9. E- or I-, In-, En-, Y c.>· (i) ; 
10. I·, E-, Cw• (i-, ci); 1 I. missing; 12. missing; 13. Ka• (without concord and treated a� of Class 1 with
Class 2 superimposed as plural; 14. U-, u). (u, ww-); 15. U-, W-, We.>- (u, ww-); 16. Va- (va-? pu,? pi,
pw ?) ; 17. (plural also to 16) M-, Mu- (mu-, mw-, m-, -ni).

-ana diminutive suffix.
Also Na- prefix with A· as plural, superadded. According to Maples, Na- (which is inseparable from 

root-word) has usually the concord of Class 1, but sometimes that of Class 5 or Class 9. 

PREFIXES, &c., IN CUAMBW

No prcprefixes. 

Class I. Mu-, M- (mu-, m, -du, u-); 2. A- (anciently Va-) (a); 3. Mu-, M- (mu-, m-, -bu-, u-); 
4. Mi- (mi-, i); 5. Ni-, N- (anciently Li-) (ni,? Ii); 6. Ma• (ma- ?J; 7. Ei-, I·, Ci- (i, ct); 8. Vi- (vi);
9. -, N-, Ny- (n-1, i ?) ; 10. Di-, Ti•, De•, Re• (? de-, di); 11. missing; 12. missing; 13. missing;
14. U-, Wu• (old) (u); 15. U-, u). (u); 16. Apa-, Pa•?, Va? (pa?); 17. M- (?).

-aoa diminutive suffix.
Nya-, Na- as prefix without concord: plural, Ana•, Anya-.

' Honorific singular pnjir, derived from No. 2. 
2 111 Lomwe the 5//1 prefix is usually Li-.

• 
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54. Yaw is spoken from the \1idclle and Upper Ruvuma river in the north to the south-east coast of
Lake l\yasa, the upper Shire\ the middle of the Shire Highlands, and Mlanje J\lountain in the south; 
especially along the valley of the Lujendll: river as far east as the Medw and Lomwe countries. 

55. Cii'igindw i s  spoken chiefly inland between South la titude 8° 
30

1 and the watershed of the lVIicldle
Ruvuma river; west of the l\fatumbi and :viwera languages, and east of l'ogorw, Sutu, and Nindi; also 
in scattered colonies on the Kilwa coast: Cimpwtw, in the East Kyasa coast-lands between South 
latitude 10° 40' and 11° 30'; as far east as Upper Ruvuma river.

56. Imakua is spoken in the Moc;ambique district of Portuguese East Africa between the Luriw
river on the north and the Tejufigw river in the south; and from the sea coast westward to the Lomwe 
country. 

56 a. Northern Makua is spoken in the interior of Portuguese East Africa between the Ruvuma 
river on the north and the Luriw on the south, between the Kerimba or �Iabiha country on the east and 
the Lujenda valley on the west. 

56 b. Lomwe is spoken in the region west of the Makua people and east of the Lujenda ,·alley 
and Lake Chilwa. The northern range of the Lomwe dialect is about 14° of South latitude, and its 
southern limits lie a little to the south of the 16th parallel. 

57. Icuabw or Cuambw is spoken in the coast district of Quelimane, north of the Zambezi delta, as
far as the Mazemba or Tejufigw rivers. Inland its range reaches nearly to Mounts Ciperwni und 
Mwtomwnw and the Upper Lukugu river. 



GROUP P 

THE SOUTH NYASALAND LANGUAGES 

58. Ci-mazaroo (Ci-kunda or Ci-gunda)
58 a. Ci-podzoo
59. Ci-nyufigwi ('Tete') 59 a. Ci-sena

60. Ci-mboo (Ci-cinjiri)
61 a. Ci-maiianja (South Nyanja)
61. Ci-nyanja (East Nyanja)

English 

Adze .•• 

Animal, wild 
beast 

Ant ..•... 

Ant, white 
(termite) 

Arm ... 

Arrow 

Axe ... 

Baboon 

Back ... 

Banana 

Beard ... 

Bee 

Belly ... 

Bird .. . 
Blood .. . 
Body .. . 

58. 
Ci-mazarc.> 
(Ci-kunda) 

N-semC11;
an-semc.>

N-ama;
din-ama 

N-yerere.
Gugu; ma+.
Nye;
rna-nye.
N-dc.>d<.0; mi-

U-cenje.
U-jeci; ma-.
:N-yamu;
din-yamu

N-gc.>nc.>; mi-

Mu-bvi; mi-

M-badzc.:, or
Bad<.0,
Ka-nyimbwi?

Bofigwe. 
Koro.,; 
a-koro.,

1\-tana; mi-. 
Ku-nduyu

M-figu
(Portuguese) 

N-debvu or
N-devu

N-ju�� or
'l •Ujl ;
din-iiji

Ci-fii (IT 

Ji-fu.
Mimba

l\1-balame 
l\tu-Jo.,pa 
i\la-nufigu ; pl. 
mama-nui'igu 

58a. 
Ci-podzC11 

N-yerere 

U-yece

N-kwno.,; mi

M-phina 
(same in 
plural, b11t 

-dzi = plural
concord)

1\1-badzo.,

Boilgwi 

v..r a-korokoro. 
Perepere 

Figu (Ii-); 
ma+ 

K-debvu

N-yui,
:,.;1.uzi

Mimba 

:'lf-barame 
Mi-rwpa 
:t.Ia-nuilgo., 

Ci-oiifigwi I 
59 a. Ci-sena 

6o. 61 a. I 61. 
Ci-mbc.> Ci-maiianja Ci-nyanja 

(Ci-cinjiri) (South (East 

, ____ I ____ 
Nyanja) _j_ Nyaoja)

Paza? 

Ny-ama 

N-yarere.
Ma-gugu.
Nye;
ma,nye

X-semo.,

Xy-ama 

N-tuta.
N-cirafu

l'v[u-cenye. Ka-lanzi 
U-cen�e (59 a)

i\1-koono.>, :N-cafu 
N-goono.,; mi-

M u-bvi. l\1-pamba 
l\lu-zeve; 111i-

M-badzo., or Li-wago., 
Bado., ;
ma,bado.,

Bofigwe ; a+. Bofigwe 
Koro; 
a-koro

1\1-sana.
Ku-nduyu 

Ma-fign (f1l.) 

N-debvn or
N-devu

Ny-uci.
N-uji;
din-uji

Ci-fii.
Mimba.
Ma-tumbo., 

1\1-balame 
l\tu-lwpa 
Ma-nun.go., 

Goiigoo 

Ma-gorubwa 
(pl.) 

1\-debvu 

Ka-luma 

Cin-tumbo., 

�f-balame 
l\l a-gasi 
Tupi 

>l'-sompo.,. 
Zefiga 

Ny-ama. 
Ci-rombw 

N-yerere.
N-yanyaw.
Li-ntumbu.
11-dzwdzw

Ci-swe. 
Jn-swa. 
Ka-lanzi. 
U-lomwe

M-kconoo

Mu-bvi. 
Ci-soiiga. 
l\-cetw 

N-kwaiigwa.
Ka-temw.
Gwma.
Ganco.
Ka-nyembe.
Pompwe

N-yani

:'lf-sana. 
1\1-buyw 

::-;"-twci. 
M-lanya

X-debvu

K-juci

Mimba 
(abdomen). 
(Ci-pfii = 
slomndt. 
Ci-nena = 
pubes) 

M-balame
1lw-azi
Tupi; ma+

N'y-ama. 
Ci-kwkw 

N-yerere.
L1-ntumbwi

l\-swa. 
Ci-swe. 
N-gumbi

M-koonco.
Janja

Mu-bvi,
Mu-vi; mi-

N-kwaiigwa
orXwai'igwa

N-kwere or
:Mii-kwele.
M-xweri; wa-

1\1-sana. 
M-buyw

:\1-twci 

N-debvu

�-juci 

Mimba 

1I-balame 
Mw-azi 
Tupi; ma+. 

Ma-lui'igw 

., . 

... 
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English Cl·.m5a8z. ar••• -1- c· 58 ad. -1-c- 59·~ -. -1- c· 6o.b -
I

1-po zw 1-nyungw1 · 1-m w 61 a. Ci-maiiaoja (South Nyanja) _cc_i•k_u_n_da_)_ -- -- I 59 a. Ci-sena 1_:•Cinjiri) 
Bone K ugwdw orG(l)gc.>dw ; jJI.ma+ Borassuspalm Bvumw; ma+ Bow ... Bowels Brains Breast (male) 
Breast (female) Brother 

Buffalo Bull ... Buttocks Canoe ... 
Cat Charcoal Chief •.. 
Child .. . Cloth .. . 
Cold ..• 
Country 

U-ta or U-ra;pl. au-raMa-rumbw\V-ongw orY-oiiw; dziCi-kua 
Bere nr Be; ma-+. T(l)ny(I); ma+ \1-bali; a-bali.N-sia nrN-jira; di+.\[.pwa.Drong(\)Ny-ari orN-ariN-ombeya ka-pali\fa.rakc.:i orRagc.:i; ma+;\lw-adia.C-ombc.:,;vi-ombc.>\1-bhaka; a-phakaKala:ma-kalaJ\1-fumu; ma-.Ji-ni; vi-ni
\lw-ana; ana N-guw;<liii-guw.N-kuw; ziiiCi-ridu; \·i-ridu (? Port.'/rio,freido ') Idz-ik(I) ; ma-ikw. �-drunda; mi-runda

G(l)gc.,dw 
:'.\1-dikwa U-ta; ma+
W-oiigc.:i

Bere; ma+ 

Nz-ati N-ombemo-mbwa-na\I a-tak(I)Mw-adia 
M-phaka
M-fumu
Mw-ana; ana N-guw

T-igu
Cow ... N-ombe; di-t N-ombe.ya n-sika-na or 1-siga-nadi-sika-na

1784 

Ku-gwdw. Gwgwdc.:i Dikwa U-ta, U-ra; au-ra (pl.)W-oi'igc.:,.Y-oi'ic.o; dzi+Pa-111-tima.Didi. Ci-fua orCi-kua Bere; ma-bcre. Zuku; ma+ \1-bali. N-sia,N-jira.l\I-pwa
Ky-ati 
Ma-takc.:i �lw-adia. !!1u-kondw. C-ombw;pi-ombc.> (59 a)M-paka
Mambc.>. \lu-:;inda. Fumu 
\Iw-ana; ana N-guc.:i;diii-kuc.:iordiii-guc., (pl.)Ci-ridu
Dz-ikc.:i; ma-ikc.> 
N-ombe;zi- or di-.N-ombeya n-sika-na

Li-gc.od(I) Pfupa 
Bvumw l\1-vumw. M-lazaCima-iiganze U-ta:\Ia-tumbw Tompwe Uw-oiigc.:i Pa-m-tima-nzi Ci-pfua ; zi-pfua 
Li-zamwe; ma- Bere; ma-were 11-bali

Ky-ati 
l\Ia-takc.:i Bw-atc.:i 
M-lamu.Mw-enye
\I.fumu 
Mw-ana; ana, b-ana Li-fuka 

K-taka
N-ombe;ziii-ombe

Njira. l\f-bale. M-loiigc.:,
Nj-ati \-1-poiigw ;\fa,takw. N-kc.>lc.:iN-galawa.Bw-atc.o; ma+
M-pakaK-hala.Tsimbe;ma+M-fumu.Lundu.Bambc.:i.Ci-rembwe.l\1-buyeJ\lw-anaKa-ndaN-garu
Zizira. Ci-sanu Dz-ikw; ma-ikw 
N-ombe

237 

6I. Ci-nyanja (East Nyanja) 
Ci-fupa, Fupa Ci-gwalai'igwa \Vu-ta orU-taMa-tumb<a>W-ong<.,:,,Uw-oiig(a) Ci-fua 
\-fa.wele 
M-loiig(a).Mpwa.M-bare,l\f-bale
Nj-ati orl'\y-ati M-poiigwMa-takw Ilw-atc.> ; ma+ 
M-paka.\'f.bwiyawMa-kala:',f.fumu. \[.kulu 
:'llw-ana; w-anaN-caru
Zizila. \'1-pep(a) J-ik(,>;ma-ikw
N-ombe)'a taji

R 

I 

__ l 

. ' 

..... 

... 

... 

'" 

' . 
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English 
Crocodile ... 
Day ...•.. 
Devil ... Doctor 
Dog ... 

-- -- -- ------ ---- ---58. �.=J8a. 59· Ci-mazarw Ci-podzc., Ci-nyuiigwi (Ci-kunda) 59a. Ci-sena 
-- -------N•wna; f?l.a+ or di+ Tsiku orSiku. N-tana.M-pu.iiga ,N.zimu Nanka; ma+. Sa-penda; ma+. Mw-iyanya; a-yanya

N-cona
.Ma-sikati 
A-fiti

N-wna.Nya-kookc.,Siku 
N-dzimu.Tsa-n-dukwaN •gaiiga ; zi +

Mw-ana-m-bwa �fw•A.na-m-bwa �rw-ana-m-bwa;ana•m-bwa. J\1-bwa; zim-bwa Donkey Burn: ma+ Door,doorway Ci-tsekw; \'i-. Ci,dzaw. N-suw; mi-Dream Tulw ; ma+. N,dc,ita 
Drum ... Iii-wma; Ear pl. difi+ B-aru;m-aruEgg Zai or I-dzai; Elephant pl. ma-zai Dwu or X-twu; pl.an-twuExcrement Malu-bviEye ... L-isw;m-esw.D-isw;mad-iswFace K<A>pe ; ma+.Ci-uswFat Ma-kura Father Baba; a+. The ho11orijic Sa- or Se-pre.fix 
Fear . . . l\fa-nta. Yc.,pa, Gwpa 

N-suoo.lVl-suw; mi-Ku-rwta 
N-comaKu-tu 
Zai, Li-zai; ma-N-zw
Matu-bvi D-isc.,;ma•Sc.>
N-khwpe
�la-futa 

G(l)pa 

Ci-sekw ; pa-. N-suwN-dota
N-wma;zi- or di-Ku-tu; ma+.Ba-cw; ma-no Zai; ma+ N-zwu
Matu-bzi D-iS<A>;ma-sw.�I-bc.,niKope; fi-kwpe. N-kuma
�fa-futa Baba. 

Tiu l1011orijic Sa• or Se-prefix 
Ma-nta . G(l)pa 

I 60. Ci-mbw 61 a. Ci-mai'ianja (South Nyanja) 
61. Ci-nyanja (East Nyanja) Li-cinji:_ 

------�-----N -w nan ton d w N-cona 
Tsiku N-siku
Li-fcoka; ma+. M-zimu Gc.,g(I) Si-iiaiiga 
Im-bwa 
Ci-tsekco. N-kcowaN-dota
N-wma

Garu 
Ci-tsekw; zi-. Pa-kwmw l\•tulw; a-tulw.N-dwta.l\la-lwtaN-wmaLi-pilikanil(I) Ku-tu orKhu-tu; maku-tu Lin-danda Dzira ; ma-zira N-dembc.,. N-jwbvu.11a-tsutame Dzimwe(pl.)Ma-ngwenu (?) Tu-bzi ; ma+.J\1-cimbaDz-isw ; D-isw, & ..... ,.ma-sw

�la-futa 

Ma-nta 

N-kwpe.Ci-tswi\la-futa. Nwna Tate; a-tate.
Probably also tlu lionorijic Tsa- preji:t·. 
This is some

times Atsa-J\la-nta. Ci-ntente. Ci-ntewe. N-tenu.(Ku-wpa=,•b.)

N-wna,Mii-wna.M'ambaSiku.U-sana
M-zimu;wa-zimuSi-iiaiiga
Gani 
Bulu; ma+ Ci-cekw ; vi-. Pa-kwmw Lwta. Ku-Jota 
N-wma; zi+Ku-tu; ma+ 
Zila N-jwvu
Tu-bi or Ma-vi D-isw
Ma•sw. N-kwpe�fa.futa Tate; a-tate
Ma-nta. ( Ku,wpa =i,b.) 

... 

... 



E
n

g
lish

 

F
inger 

F
ire 

F
ish 

F
oot 

Forest 

F
ow

l ... 

Frog, toad 

G
host... 

. .. 

G
iraffe 

G
irl 

G
oat ... 

,, 
(he) 

,, 
(she) 

G
od 

G
randparent 

G
rass ... 

G
round 

G
round-nut 

G
R

O
U

P
 

P
: 

T
H

E
 

S
O

U
T

H
 

N
Y

A
S

A
L

A
N

D
 

L
A

N
G

U
A

G
E

S
 

58 . 
C

i-m
azarc.>

 
(C

i-kunda) 
C

i-pod zoo
 

C
i-ny

uii
gw

i 
58

a:I
 

59· 

5 9
 a. C

i-sena 

6
o

. 

C
i-m

bw
 

(C
i-cinjiri) 

C
i-bunc.>

 ; vi-

M
-oto>

;
m

i-otw
>1

-som
ba or

1-som
ba;

di-
or yi

N
y-alw

.
T

avu; m
a+

 

M
u-situ 

C
i-bunw

; vi-

M
-otw

N
-som

ba

N
y-ala 

M
w

-ana•m
-kuku, N

-kuku 
Y

i-kuku; di-. 
S

ekese 

N
ya-cidw

e; 
a

 f
 

:\1-dzukw
a. 

D
zim

u 
?\

-dnkuy
u; 

m
a+

. 
K

w
iri; a+

. 
N

-zim
u; m

i-

:'>lw
,ali; 

m
i-ali.

l\1 w
-ensika,na.

B
utu or

B
uru; m

a+
 

M
-buzi

;\f-buzi 

B
w

kw
; m

a+
 

Sa-bw
kw

 

:\1-buzi 
ya tsika-na 

l\I
u-lui'igu or 

!\1u-luii
gu

 

1lu-iuii.gu 

i\1-buya 

:\[a-nyasi 
:\Ta-ny

asi 

U
-kaka; m

a+
. 

M
a-taka

N
-kaka.

:\Ia-raga (f>
I.).

T
aka

M
a-nduw

i
M

a-ndiii 

M
u-nw

e; m
i-. 

K
a-pfuny

a 
C

i-bunu; vi-. 
C

-ara; pi- (5 9
a)

M
-otw

l\I-otc.o . 

N
-som

ba or
1-som

ba·
di-, yi, o;.

 z
i-

N
 y-alw

.
:\lw

-endw
.

T
avu; m

a+
.

N
-sayw

l\1-situ 

N
a

n
-s

a
li 

N
-som

ba

M
w

-eodo>
 

N
-situ

M
w

-ana-i'i-kuku. N
-kuku. 

K
uku, 

D
zoye 

Y
i-kuku; 

di-, z
i-

N
ya-cidw

e; 
a+

. 
�

Uri. 
S

ezi; m
a+

 
:\lu-zukw

a; 
a-zukw

a.
N

-duk
uy

u.
K

w
iri; a+

.
N

-zim
u; m

i-

B
uru; m

a+
 

M
-buzi; di+

B
c.o

kw
; m

a-

M
-buzi

M
-pem

a

l\fu-rungw
(a/so 

;\I-pam
be 

==
 'r

ain
')

1\1
-buy

a 

M
au-dzu. 

:\la,nyazi 
N

y-asi; m
a+

 
T

aka. 
N

 -taka 
U

-kaka

M
a-nduw

i. 
C

i-w
irii'ikate 

D
zi-ndw

e; m
a-

6Ia. 
C

i,m
aiiaoja 

(South 
N

yanja) 

C
-ala;

dz-ala

:\1-otw
 

N
-som

ba

:\1w
-endw

. 
P

azi 

l\f
,situ. 

N
-kalai'igc..

.
T

eiigw
N

-kuku

C
-ule; a-I

.
K

am
-tusi

:\I-dzukw
a

:\1-sika-na. 
N

am
w

-ali. 
K

a-tsim
ba. 

B
utu 

M
-buzi.

G
w

gw
T

onde,
C

i-tonde
M

-c.:i
ta.

M
-buzi

ya kw
l(.,)

,
:\1-=

ti
M

-lezi.
:\1-pam

be. 
M

u-lui'igu. 
C

i-iita' 
K

hw
lw

; 
m

a+
. 

M
-buy

e
:\tau-dzu, 

U
-dzu

N
-taka

N
-tedza

2
3
9
 

61. 
C

i-nyanja 
(E

a
st 

N
yanja) 

C
-ala;
vy-ala

M
-otc.:i

N
,con1ba 

M
w

-endw
. 

P
asi or 

P
azi 

N
-k.alaiigc.:i

.
:\-I-situ

N
-kuku

C
-ulw

e.
C

i,lw
lom

be

C
i-dzw

dw
gw

a; 
p

l. vi-. 
M

,zim
u 

M
w

-ali. 
B

utu 

M
-buzi.

G
w

gw
P

epe.
M

-poiigw
;\l,buzi 

ya
taji

M
u-lui'i

gu 

A
m

-buye 

M
a-iiju 

N
-taka

N
-teza.

M
-balala

1 M
-lezi, f

rom
 K

u-leza, lo 
sustain

. 
C

i-ii ta 
=

 tire rat'nbmu
. 

M
-pam

be 
=

 tlze 'e
.i-celler ', 

also 
'g

reat rain
' and

'th
und

er
'. 

R
2

 

1 

.: ; 

:::! 
!:.. 
-a" 



English 

Guinea-fowl
Gun .. . 
Hair .. . 

Hand .. . 

Head .. . 

Heart .. . 

Heel 

Hide 

Hill 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

---------,--- -- ------------

58. ICi-mazarC) 
(Ci-kunda) ). 

58a. 
Ci-podzw 

59. 
Ci-nyungwi
59 a. Ci-sena

60. 
Ci-mbc., 

(Ci-cinjiri)

61a. 
Ci-maii.anja

(South 
Nyanja)

_I_ -------'--------'· ______ ...,_ __ 

Kafiga
j\f ,futi 
Sisi or 

1-titi 
l>ant,a or

Danta; 
m-anta 

Mu-ru 

N-drima;
mi-rima 

Kaiiga
Futi 
Sisi 

Dz,anja;
m-anja 

l\1-sorco 

N-rrima

Kaiiga
M-futi 
ltiti. 

Tsisi 
Dz-anja;
m,anja. 
Da-nta;
m-anta 

:\f-sorc.> 

;-J .jc.,pilc., 

M-otc.> t'fire ')
T-sitsi 

Dz-anja;
m-anja. 
Ka-funya 

N-solw

:\f-tima 

N-kaiiga
M,futi 
Tsitsi. 

)f-pombe
Dz,anja; 
m-anja 

:'.\1u-tu 

M-tima

61. 
Ci-nyanja

(East 
Nyanja)

N-kaiiga
Futi 
Cici 

J-anja; 
m-anja

Mu-tu;
mi-tu 

J\I-tima 

1-tiri. 
Ci,t,iJi. 
Tavu; ma+ 

Tembe; ma+

J i-sondco ; bi-

;\-1-tima 

Ci-tiri. 
Ci-tende. 
Tavu; ma+ 

N-tembe; ma+

Cin-zongwnikc.o Ci-tende; dzi-. Ci-katc., ; vi
Ci-ndende 

Piri 

Ci-kwpa, 
Ci-kwapa. 
): • guc.> ( ef 
s/icep or 
gnat)1 

Ci-tunda.
Piri 

Ci-kwetu.
N-gulu 

Hippopotamus Tomondc., 

Piri 

l\I-vu Dc.>mondc.> M-vii ; 

Piri 

M-viiu. 

Hoe 

Honey 

Horn ... 

House 

Hunger 

Husband 

Hyena 

Iron ... 

Island 

Ivory ... 

Knee ... 

Knife ... 

Ji-simba; v1-

Uwi. 
Ma,sinci
a n-uji 

Ny,aii.ka

l\la,ta 

Ny-aiiga 

X-umpa or 1\"y-umba
K,umba; di-

N-taia

11u-ombw,ana;
a-. Ma-muna;
a+ 

K-daya or
�-dii 

:Na-nkunu or Tika; ma+
Kya-iikunw 

U-tali n-1-para 

N -sua; di + l'an-sua 

� y-aii.ga N y-aii.ga 

1-bondc.,; ma- Bonde., 

M-beni l\l-peni 

Uci. 
Ma-sinci
a n,uci 

:\y-aii.ga

Ny-umba 

Baya 

Tika 

U-tale

N-sua

Xy-aiiga 

Bonde.,; 
i-bondw

:\1-peni. 
Ci-su 

am-vu. 
M-piiiigwe i5

Kasu. 
M-dzedze.
Gc.>c.> 

N,juci Uci 

:\y-aii.ga. Xy-aiiga
Nandadalala 

N'y-umba Ny-umba.
banja 

Ca-lema X-jala

Pesi. 
Lubvu 

Dzi-fuzc.>

Ci-gunda. 
Ci-sen jerere.
Ka-luiigu 

l\-dembc.> 

Bonde.> 

:\f-beni. 
M-kalc.>. 
M-l)<Op0>

l\1 wa-miina

Fisi; ma+ 

Ci-tsulc.>.
:'.\f-pala 

Ci,si; 
dzi-si. 
Ci-lumba

Ny-aiiga 
ya n-jc.obvu

Bondw 

::\1-peni 

1 .Vunving Iha/ the 01 igi11al sense of N-gubc.> (clot Ii) was a /1ide for weori11,({ appanl. 

Ci-gwele 

Kasu; ma -'.
Ci-iikc.>ma 

Uci. 
::\fa-seka

:!\-ciwa. 
Ny-anga.
Li-peiiga 

Ny-umba. 
Li-banda
(nblong) 

N-jala 

\\'ama-muna 

Fisi; wa+.
Fici 

Ci-oulw 

Ci-lwa; vi-. 
Ci-rumba; v1•

'\ly-aiiga 
ya n-jwvu 

Ci-gonc.>ll(I),
Bombc.>nc.>

M-peni. 
Ci-pula

D 

• I 

... ... 
\1-vii 

... 



English 

Lake 

Leg 
Leopard 
Lion 

Lips 

Magic ... 

Maize .. . 

Man .. . 

Man, vir. ,···

Meat .. .  

Medicine 

Milk ... 

Monkey 

Moon ... 

Mother 

Mountain ... 
Mouth 

Nail ( offinger 
or toe) 

Name .. . 

Navel .. . 

Neck .. . 

GROUP L': THE SOUTH NYASALAND LANGUAGES 

58. 
Ci-mazaroo 
(Ci-kunda) 

Ny,ansa; 
di+ orma+ 

l'v[w-endoo 
Nya-lugwe 
N-kalamc.>

Mw-iaomw. 
Mi-ioomc., 

Piamanga 

:\lu•tu ; a-tu 

Mu-mbw-ana. 
(U-swaka -
manltood) 

K-ama

N-drombwe;
mi-rombwe

U-kaka

Kwlw. 
N-simbu

Mw-eri; mi·. 
Dendendi; 
ma+ 

Mama 

Piri 
;\fu-roomw. 

Nga-nwa 
N-goole.
N-yaya,
!\-aia;
din-aia

Dz-ina

Mu-jomboo; rni-. 
Mu-omb<A>; mi

Kcosi or 
Kc.>ti. 

Ci,gwgoo 

s,Sa. 
Ci-podzw 

Mw-endoo 
Kya-rugwe 

Ufiti 

l\fa-pira• 
maiiga 1 

Mu-ntu; 
a-ntu

.:\'y,ama 

Kore., 

Mw-edzi 

Piri 

Ky-ara 

Dz,ina 

Koosi 

59. 
Ci-nyui'igwi 
59a. Ci-sena 

Tavare. 
Ny,anza 

.Mw-endw 
Nya-lugwe 
N-kalam.w.

:V[,pondorc.,
Mi-roomoo 

l\la-le

Ma-pira
maoga 

;\Ju-ntu; 
a-ntu or
wa-ntu

Mwa,muna.
l\tu-mbw-ana.
M-swaka

Ny-ama 

Ma-i'igware. 
\Iu-tombwe 

U-kaka

Kole.>. 

Pusi. 
N-i,ima.
Boi'ikwe

Mw,ezi.
Mw-eri

Mama. 
N-dende

Piri 
Mu-room<» 

Ny-ala or 
N-i,ara; ziu-.
N'-gore (59 a)

Z-ina

6o. 
Ci-mboo 

(Ci-cinjiri) 

Mw-endc., 
Ka-mbuku 

:\-Ii-loomoo 

Tsei'iga 

Pa-mai'igwe 

Mu-ta; 
pl. zi a-ntu 

Mwa-mna 

�y-ama 

N-janjama

N'-dende• 
ke-zuwe 

Piri 

61a. 

Ci-mananja 
(South 

Nyanja) 

Tamanda. 
Dziwe 

Mw-endoo 
Nya-lugwe 
M-kiiiigoo 

Mi-lwmc:.:i 

U-fiti.
Tsefiga.
Ma-ere

Ci-mafiga.
Ka-gwlc.o

;\lu-ntu;
a-ntu 

Mwa-muna 

M-noofu.
Ny,ama.
N-kwiru

Ma-iikwata. 
U-sifianga

;.f-kaka,
N-kaka.
Ma-ziwa.
Ma-ere 01
Bere.
(Ku-kama =
verb)

Pusi; a+. 
N-cima

Mw-ezi 

Mai; ma-. 
Maoo 

Piri; ma+ 
Ka-mwa 

Ci-ka-nam-bira Ci-kabadoo. 

Dz-ina 

Ci-�ta 

Ka-daboo ; ti-

Dz-ina; 
ma-ina 

M-comboo.
Ci-dudu

Koosi,
Khoosi

1 :\la-pira-manga = sorglwm of lite seti iotisl.

6r. 
Ci.nyanja 

(East 
Nyanja) 

Ny-anja 

Mw-endc., 
Nya,lubwe 
M-kaiigw

Mi-loomoo 

U,fiti 

Ci-mafiga 

1fu-ntu; 
wa-ntu 

Mwa-muna 

Ny-ama 

Ma-i'ikwala 

Li,kama 

Pusi 

Mw-ezi 

A-mai

Piri 
Ka-mwa 

Ci-kabadoo 

J-ina;
ma-ina

M-combco

Khoosi 

'·• 
··• 

Mu-rwm"' 



ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

58. 58a. 59. 6o. 61 a. 61. 
English Ci-mazar(I) Ci-podzw Ci-nyui'igwi Ci-mbc., Ci-mananja Ci-nyanja 

(Ci-kunda) 59 a. Ci-sena (Ci-cinjiri) (South (East 
Nyanja) Nyanja) 

Night ... . .. Ma-tiku. Ma-siku U-siku U-siku U-siku. U-siku.
(Dima = Tsiku. (Ci-dima =
darkness) (M-dima = darkness)

darkness)
Nose ... Pun(I) ; pt. mi- M-punu Pun(I) M-pun(I) :\1-pun(I) 
O:x: N-ombe N-ombe N,ombe N-toi'iga N-ombe M-fule.

ya ka-pale ya ka-pad(I) ya m-fule N-ombe
Paddle N-ombw. N-ombc.> Capa, N-kafi

(Ku-capa = Kapa.
verb) N-gombw

Palm wine, W,iema. U-cema U-cema N-swmw U-cema U-cema
beer Badwa; ma+

Parrot Cin-cerekete. Tai'igwi N-gwwe. Ci,fikwe Ci-iikwe; dzi- Ci-i'ikwe ; vi-
Lomwe �i-mpie

Penis ... Sondw. ;,\1-borw Sondw M-bwl(I) J\l-bwloo, M-bolw
M-borw; di+ M-bwle.l

Cende
Pig N-kumba; N-kumba N-kumba Gudani N-kumba N-kumba.

mai'i- N-guluwe
Pigeon Kafiga-iwa, J-iwa Kaiiga-iwa N-kunda. N-kunda

N-khai'iga-iwa N-jiwa
Place ... M-burw. :\1-butoo M-butoo M-butc.> M-butc.>. M-butw.

Dale.>; ma+ Ma-lw '.\fa,lw
Rain Mu-uiigu; • Mu-lufigu.2 M-vula J\I-bvula M,bvula Vula

mi-ufiku (pl.) Ana-vumba
Rat Ciu N-ciru; ma- Ciru Koswe. Koswe; ma+. Koswe. 

Gudani? M-puku J\1-bewa 
Rhinoceros Ci-pempere; vi-. Ci-pembere, Ci-pembere 

Dwgw. Pueti 
Pwele 

River ... D-ombasi. ' Ny-anza Ny-anja. Ny-anja Ny-anja. .M-cinje 
N-giic.>; Ci-mazi. l\1-tsinje 
mi•gii(I) :\1u-kurw 

Road ••• N-sia N-sia N-jira K-jira. N-jira N-jila
Kw-alala.
N,kwasa

Salt . . . Mw-enyu 1lu-iiiyw '.\1-cele, M-cele
M-cere.
Ci-cere.
Ci-kuiigu.
Ci-dulw

Shame Ma-nyasi. Ma-niazwi Ma-nyazi. N-cwni.
:\Ia-nyadw U-nyala Ci-sooni.

'.\Ia,nyazi
Sheep ... Bia; di+ Bia M-bira. N•kc.>sa N-kc.>sa. M-belele,

Bvu. (Bvu• Bira N-kwsa

Shield ... 
rume = ram)

Dc.>a; ma+ Ci-kwpa. Ci-kc.>pa 

Shoulder Ci-turi ; vi-
M-kupw

Pewa ;\fa-nyembe. Pewa; ma+. 
Puzi; ma+. Ci-kc.>ta 

Sister ... N -roiikorioo. 
Pewa; ma+ 

M-bau. M w-ana,ii-kazi l\1-loiigw J\1-longc.>; a- M-loiigw; wa-
M-bai. N•gu. l\Iw-ana-
M-pwa siga-na 

1 Derived from -bc.>la, to pierce; a widespread Ba.ntu verb-root also 111ea11l11g' sti11g ',
2 Compare root-word/or God, -luiigu, in E,ist African Ba.11t11. 

.... 

ii I! 

, .. 

.... 

. '' 

, .. 

-. 



GROUP P: THE SOUTH NYASALAND LANGUAGES 

-------,---------,---------.-------,-----------------------"

English 

Skin 

Sky 

Slave ... 

Sleep ... 

Smoke 
Snake ... 

Son, boy ... 

Song .. . 

Spear .. . 

Spirit, soul 

Star, planet 

Stick .. . 

Stone .. . 

Stool ..• 

Sun ... 

Tail (of an 
animal) 

Tear ... .. . 

Testicles ... 

Thief... . .. 

58. 
Ci-mazarw 
(Ci-kunda) 

58 a. 
Ci•podzw 

59. 
Ci-nyungwi 
59 a. Ci-sena 

Kiifikii. Kiingii Kanda. 
1-karnba N-tembe

Tambco; ma+ Tambw; ma+ N-tambw

Ka-porw 

Ji-ruw or Ji-ruw 
Ci-rue.,. 
Tu-loo 

Uci; ma+ Uci 
N•wka N-wa

Mwa-ima. :Vfw-ana 
Mw-ana nombw-ana 
m-ombw-ana;
ana ombw-ana

Ny-imbw; di+ Ny-imbw

Dipa. ?.iwa-rangw 
N -tungu ; a+ 

J\:Iu.unkwa. 
N-zimu; a+ 

N-eneri,
n-neri.
N-inyezi;
ma+

Tondwa 

Tulw 

Uci 
Ny-wka 

Mw-ana 
mwa-miina 

N y-imbw ; zi

Dupa 

N-tondwwa.
Ny-enyezi.
Tanda

60. 

Ci•mbw 
(Ci.cinjiri) 

Kungu 

Ku-dzulu 

Tulw 

N-tunzi
N-jwka

Mw-ana wa 
m-lumbw-ana

Ny-imbw 

N-kondoo

Ny-enyezi 

Golomondw.
Fimbw

Mw-ala; mi-

N-donga

I-bwe,
ma-bwe

N-gcolwmondcii. N-dwdw
M-simboo

M•pandw ; mi-

Dzuwa, 
Zua; ma+ 

N-jia;
mi-jia

l\1-sori

Ma-jendi. 
M,pumba. 
Ci-twnwnw; 
vi-

M-bava.
J-ioo.
Wo-yanda;
w•yanda

Zua 

M-sori

Ma-jende 

M w-ala Tsanga•la-bwe 

Panyw. 
:Mu-panda 
(59 a) 

Zuwa, 
Dzuwa 

Mu-�ira 

Tswzi; ma+. 
M-soozi,
N-swdzi ;
mi-

M-pumba.
Ma-cende 

Dzuwa 

M•scozi 

M-bava ; ma- Bava M-bala

6r a. 
Ci-mananja 

(South 
Nyanja) 

Knngu. 
Ci-kcopa 

Khwgwlw. 
Tambw. 
Kumw-amba. 
M-nenere

Ka-pwlw.
M-ntemba.
M-donda.
:\'l,dza-kazi, �

Tulw

Utsi 
N-jwka.
(Mamba
= cobra,
l\I-pwi
= viper)

:VI-nyamata
(youtli). 
Mw-ana 
wa mwa-miina 

Ny-imbw 

N-tungw.
N-gamw

Manda; a+.
M-zimu;
a-zimu.
M-oyw

N-yenyezi.
N-dondwa.
N-tanda

N-dwdw.
N-gwloomondw
Mw-ala;
mi-ala

M-pandw

Dzuwa 

M-cira

M-swzi; mi-

M•pulumw. 
lVTa-twdzw. 
Ma-cende, 
i'vla-cenda 

M-bala.
M•kttngu 

6r. 
Ci-nyanja 

(East 
Nyanja) 

Kungu. 
Ci-kweht 

:\fi,tam boo (pl.). 
M-lenga

Ka-pole.,. 
.M-kwle ; wa-

Li-tulw 

Uci 
N-jc.,ka.

Ivl-pili

1\.-fw-ana, 
M-nyarnata

Ny-irnbw. 
Ma-hunbw 

N-tungw

M-zimu.
M-oyw

N-tondwa

N-doodco.
M-simbati

M w-ala ; mi-

}.f .pandw 

Jua 

M-cila

M-scozi ; mi-

Ma-cende? 

!\-1-kungu. 
Wo-kuba 

_J_ 
i , ... 

. .. 

... 

, .. 



ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

---------------------------------------

English 58. Ci-mazarw (Ci-kunda) 
58a. Ci-podzc., 

59· 
Ci,nyuiigwi 59 a. Ci-sena 

60. 
Ci-mbc., (Ci-cinjiri) 

61 a. 
I Ci-rnananja (South Nyanja) 

61. Ci-nyanja (East 
Nyanja) ----'--------------------------

Thigh ... 
Thing ..• 

Thorn ... Tobacco 
To-day 
Toe 
To-morrow 
Tongue 
Tooth 

C1-ntc.,; vi-

Mu,fika Foria, Foiya Dam-bwinw 
Ci-bunc.> or Ji-bunc., ca tavu !.'v!a-i'igwana 
I,yumi 
Dz,inw 

Town, village Mu-di 
Tree . . . ;\fo-ri. N'-teiigw; mi-teiigw Twins Ana-pata (pl.). Pata; ma+ Urine... ::\1i-rundw. Ci-kodzc., Vein Dzi-via; mi-via 
War 1-kondc.,. Dipa; ma-+ Water Ma-dzi. l\fa-sinje, .:'lla-sioke Well, source M-cela
White man M-tsuiiku .:'11-dzunku Wife .. . N,gadi, N-gadie; a-gadie Wind ... Pevww, Pepw, M-pepw. ;\{,uya

Ci-ntu; pt.
,·i-ntu or pi-ntu 

Mu-iiga Fc.>dia 
Dam-bunc., 
Ci-ara; pi-ara 
Ma-iigwana 
Li-rumi 
Dz-inc.,; ma-nw 
!\! u-dzi 
J\Iu-ti 
Ma-pata 
'.\1i-tundw 

N-kondc.>
:'lla-sinje 

N,zungc., 
N-kazi
Peww 

11.fu-endc.,, Cafw Ci-ntu; bzi-ntu or pi,ntu (59a) I 

!',Iu-iiga Fwdia 
Lelw, Len,> Ci-bunw 
l\la-i'igwana. .Mu-ku;;,a Ri-rimi 
Z-inw 

M-zinda. ::\fu-dzi J\lu-ti; nii-ti
Anam-pasa 
.:'1-Ii-tundw 
Nka .. konkaka. U-dziiigw. Ru,zuangc.> N-kondw
Ma-zi 
Mu-;;,era, ::\1u-dzera M-zui'igu; a•
:\1-kaz' ace (= /zis wife) 
M-peix,>

Ci-ntu 

Mu-i'iga Fwdia 
Lerw 
Ka-fun ya 

Lu-lime 
Dz-inc.,; ma-nw. M-singc.> (molar) l\1-zinda
M-teiigc.>
M-pasa
M-kwdzw

i\1-pamba 
Ma-dzi 

M-zuiigu
N-kazi
J\t-pepw 

1 Ci-ny-ezi means dam/mess, 11l()ist11re. 

N-cafu
Ci-ntu; dzi-ntu. Ka-ntu; ti-ntu 

Mu-figa Fc.,dia 
Lerw 
C-ala, Z-ala
J\fawa, Ma-iigwana Li-laka. Lu-lirni, Li-lumi Dz-inw; ma,ii'iw 
M-zinda. Mu-dzi; mi• :\l-teiigw
1\1-pasa 
M-kodzw
M-sempa or M,tsempa. M-dzipe N-kondw
Ma-dzi 
Ci-sime 
:\1-zui'igu, N ,zuiigu; a• N-kazi. ;\'f,tsanw; a-tsanw i\1-pepw 

�-cafu 
Ci-ntu; vi-nttt. Ka-ntu; ti-ntu. C-uma (t/1ings, property') Mu-nga Fwdia 
Lerw, Lelw C-ala; vi-ala. Ci-kofigoo Mawa
Li-lime 
J-inw; ma-inw
Mu-dzi, J\1-zinda ;\J-tengc., 
Wa ma-wili. Ma-wira Ma-kwjoo 

N-kondw
Ma-ji 1
Ci-time 
M -zui'igu ; wa• 
M-kazi; wa-
.:'11,pepc., 

.-i'li·• 

~ .... ~ r .. 

,I: 



English 

Witch 

Witchcraft Woman 

Womb Wood {fire• wood) Yam 
Year 

Yesterday •.• 
Zebra .. . 
One 
Two 

Three ... 
Four 
Five 
Six 
Seven ... 
Eight ... ... 

Nine 
Ten 
Eleven 

GROUP P: THE SOUTH NYASALJ\ND LANGUAGES 

-I 58. 58a. Ci,mazarw (Ci,kund� 
Ci•podzw 

i\1,kwiri. Ku•mbasa. {Ku•lodza = 11erb) U•kwiri J\f.tsi•kana 

Budu; ma+ Kuni; di➔ 
M•pama 
J•aka 

Zurw 
M,ziu; mi-
Pwsi, •bwtePiri,,biyi.lei, •iii, •ei,•WiriRaru, ·tatuCi•nii,-nai-tanu, .t,anu,•sanu.•;,anu•tantatu.Tan•a•bodeCi-nomwe;•nomwe.Tan-am,biyiSere.Tan-a,taru.-;,anundi -tatuFemba.Tan•a-naiKumi

M-kwiri

i\1,si-gana 

Kuni; fl•kuni 

],aka; pi•aka 

? N,zura, ? K-zilw :\1-bizi 
Pwsi, ,bc.:,zi Piri, -wiri
•tatu
-nii
•sane.:,
-tandatu
-nomwe
A•sere, -sere
Femba 
Kumi 

Kumi na pwsi or Kumi na bc.>zi Kumi ni bate. (Kumi na ei = 
twelve) 

;9. Ci,nyuiigwi 59 a. Ci,sena I 
i\1 .fiti 

U-fiti:\1,kazi

N-kani
:'11-pama 
C•aka; bz,aka, py-aka. Gore; ma.gore Zurc.:, 
\1-bizi 
Pwsi, -bwdziPiri,•wiri
•tatu,-thatu•nii.•nai-�anu
•tantatu
Ci,nomwe, -nomwe
Seri, Sere 

60. Ci•mbr.> (Ci,cinjiri) 

i\1,sawi 

U-sawiM-kazi

N-kuni
Ci,cece 
�y-aka 

Mwdzi 
-wiri

•tatu
•nai
-sanu
K-tanda

•tanataru

Femba, ,pfemba Kumi, Kumi Khumi Kumi na pwsi. M-pambu Kumi na m-bwdzi

61 a. Ci,maiianja (South Nyanja) 
i\i,fiti 

U-fitil\1-kazi,N•kazi; a-.M-bumba.1J\-1-si-kana

N-kuni
Ci-lazi; dzi-. Peta. M•pama C•aka; dz-aka. 11a•kwnc.:, 
Dzulw 
M-bidzi
•mwdzi
-wiri

-tatu
•nai
-sanu
•sanu ndi•mwdzi•sanu ndi-wiri
•sanu ndi•tatu
-sanu ndi,naiKumi
Kumi ndici-mwdzi

1 Su Yacn. :\f,bumba 111,:1111s a female rdatioll or d,:pcndalll.

245 

61. Ci-nyanja (East Nyanja) 
Wau,fiti 

U-fitiM,kazi; wa-.Wam-kazi;wana,kazi.M,bumba;
j>l. acim- (=a dependant)MimbaN•kuni.M-teiigwCim,benya; vi-

C-aka;vi-aka

Julw. Jana M,biji 
•ffi())ji
•Wili

-tatu
-i-nai
•sanu
•sanu ndii-mwji-sanu ndi-wili
•sanu ndi•tatu
•Sann ndi-i,naiKumi
Kumi ndi i,mc.,)ji 

. ,. 

I'• 

...... 

.. 



ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

English 

Twenty 

Thirty 

58. 58a. 
Ci,mazarc..> Ci,podzw 
(Ci-kunda) 

J\fa.yumei. Ma-kumi 
Ma-kum'ei a-wiri

l\fa,yum-a-rarc..>. !Vla-kumi
Ma-kumi a-tatu
a,rarac..> 

59· 
Ci-nyuiigwi 
59 a. Ci-sen a 

l\Ia-kumi 
a-wiri.
Ma-kumi
ma-wiri

Ma-kumi
ma-thatu

6o. 
Ci,mbw 

(Ci-cinjiri) 

Forty . .. l\fa.yum-a-nai. 
'.\1a-kumi 
a-nai

Ma-kumi a nii Ma-kumi 
ma-nai 

Fifty ... 

Hundred ... 

Thousand ... 

'.\la-yum,a-tanu. 
Ma-kumi 
a-tanu.
(Sfrty =
Ma-kumi
a,tantatu.
Seventy=
Ma-kumi
a,nomwe)

Dzana,
Zana; ma+

Ci-kwi, 
Ji-gwi; 
pl. vi-kwi, 
pi•kwi 

I, me, my . .. I•mi. 
Ndi•, Na,, N,. 
•ndi,.
-a•fika.

Thou, thee,thy I-we. 
u ..

He, him, his 

We,us,our 

Ye, you, your 

They, them, 
their 

•lt. 

-a•gw, •a•kc..>
I-yene, I,eni.
A·.
•m'•· •:z;e,
-a•ite

I ,su, I ,si•,
I-su-wanw .
J •. 

-e•SU
I-nyu. 
Mu-,M•. 
-e•nyu

A-wene.
A·.
,a .. -a-o

Ma,kumi 
a-sanw

Zana 

Ci,kwi; 
pi-kwi 

I,mi, 
I-mi wanw.
Ndi-.
-a-fika

I-we.
u ..

•kU•, 

-a,kw
l•ye.
A·. 

•m•, 
-a-ce

1-fe

1-mwe

Aww 

Ma-kumi 
ma ;;,anu. 
(Sixty= 
Ma-kumi 
ma-tantatu) 

Dzana 

C-uru;
bz,uru.
Ci,kwi;
pi-kwi (59 a)

1-ne. 1-ne.
Ndi•, Nd•. Ndi,,
-ndi,. -ndi-.
-a-figu, -a•figa -a-figa

I-we. l•we. 
u.. u ..

•ku•. -ac..> -ku•.

I-ye.
A-,Wa,.
•mu-, •m•.
-a-ce

1-fe.
Ti-.
-ti-.
-a-tu

I,mwe.
Mu,. 

-ni, -ku, -ni
(obj.). -a•nu

l•ww.
A·, Wa•,

-a-kw
I,ye.
A-. 

•Ill• 

I-fe.
Ti•.
•ti•,
•a•tU

J,nu.
Mu-.
-a-nu

-a•, -wa•. -a-o •a•. -a•O

61 a. 
Ci-maii.anja 

(South 
Nyanja) 

Ma-kumi 
a,wiri 

Ma-kumi 
a-tatu

Ma-kumi 
a-nai

Ma-kumi 
a-sanu

Dzana 

Ci,kwi 
(derived from 
No. 58) 

J,ne. 
Ndi-. 
-ndi•.
-a-nga

I-we.
u ..

•ku-.
-a•kw

I-ye, U•yu.
A-, Ye•,
•ffi•. 

-a-ce
I•fe.
Ti-.
•ti-.
•a•tu

I-nu.
Nw-,Mu-.
-ku-.
-a-nu

l•wc.o, Aww.
A-.
•a•, -a-o

6r. 
Ci-nyanja 

(East 
Nyanja) 

------

Ma-kumi 
ya-wiri (Ir

flla-kumi 
a-will

Ma-kumi 
ya,tatu 

Ma-kumi 
ya-nai 

Ma-kumi 
ya-sanu 

Zana. Cila.1 
(The Arabic 
numeral Mia 
11wn often 
employed ) 

Kalume 

l,ne. 
Ndi•. 
,ndi•. 
-a-figa

J,we.
U-. 

,ku•. 
-a-kw

l•ye.
A-,Wa•.
•01•, •mU•. 

-a-ce 
1-fe.

Ti-.
•ti•.
-a-tu

J,mwe.
Mu•. 

-a•DU 

lww, Aww. 
Wa,, 
,wa•. -a•o 

1 Clla (Di,cila, Li•cila) is a vn,1;ue n11111emf for a lar![e 111,mber, 111/ticlt appt!tZrs in Yaw and Ngindw
as' twt:11/y' or• hundred'. See also Nartlt Congo and Ferna1tdo Po vocabularics,jJ. 230. 

-----'"-"""-=-- I ~ I 
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GROUP P : THE SOUTH NY J\SALAND LANGUAGES 

-

English 

All 

This, these 

That, those 

Bad 
Black ... 

Female 

58. 
Ci-mazarw 
(Ci-kunda) 

-ote·ne

•uyu, •awa;
&c.

-wene,u,
-wene,wa,
&c. 

•ye (u-ye; a-ye;
&c.)

-i-baya
-rlmba.
•p!'li•pa

,tsika-na.
-seva

Fierce, sharp, ,gaie 
bitter 

58 a. 
Ci-podzw 

-onse-ne

-uyu ; aw ; &c.

•i•baya
•rlmba

,siga,na

59. 
Ci-nyui'igwi 
59 a, Ci-seoa 

-entse.
-ontse.
-entsene

-yu, -wa ; -yu,
-yi ; •ri, •ya;
-ci, -bzi (•pi,
59 a) ; -yi, ,zi;
-ru, •ri-, -tu;
-ka; -bu; ,ku;
-pa; -mu

Uyu, awa;
uyu, iyi; &c.

-nw (u-nw,
wa-nw ; u-nc.>,
i•nw; &c.)

,ye.,, ww; yw, 
yw; rw, yw;
&c. 

Uyw, awe.>; 
CJ-'c. 

•re (u•re; wa,re;
u,re; i,re;
ri-re ; ya•re ;
&c.)

,i-pa 
•swi,pa.

-psi•pa
,sika,na,

•seba

,kari 

60. 
Ci-mbw 

(Ci-cinjiri) 

-onse

•U, -awa ; -u,
ii, &c.: and
much as in
Mafianja

,sakala 
,da 

-kazi

61 a. 
Ci-mai'ianja 

(South 
Nyanja) 

-onse

-nw (u-nw ?,
a•nw, u-nw ?,
i•nw?, li-nw,
a:nw, c�-nw,
Zl•llo.>

J 
�c.)

Uyu, •yu; -w,

awa; uwu,
·U j iyi, .j ;
-Ii, iii; •c.>,
awa ; -ci, ici;
-dzi, idzi;
•i, iyi i ,zi,
izi ; -Ii or -lu,
iii ; -ti, iti ;
-ka, aka; -bu,
ubu or-wu,
uwu; -ku,
uku; -pa,
-apa; -mu,
umu

•mene (u-mene,
a•mene,
u-mene,
i-mene,
li-mene, &c.)

A•mene•yu;
a-mene-wa;
u-mene•u;
i-mene-i;
li-mene-li ;
&c. 

-mwe (u•mwe,
a-mwe, &~c.)

Uyw; aw; uw ; 
iyw; &c.

,ja or -dya 
(u•ja ; a•ja ;
tt•ja; i•ja;
Ji,ja; &c.)

,ipa 
,da. 

•bi
•tadzi,

•kazi,
•m-swti.
m-kwta.
•kwlw

,kali 
(•kali•pa) 

247 

61. 
Ci-nyanja 

(East 
Nyanja) 

-onse

( Tlie same as in
Mai'ianja, 
a/Lowi1�[[ for 
slight differ
ence in concord 
particles. 
-mwe is muclt
in use as a
demonstrative 
root.) 

•ipa. •bi
-ku,da.

•bi
,kazi.
,taji (animals)

•a u,kali

.. , 

I ■ I 11!'11 

, .. 
, .. 

. .. 
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------ - ------------

58. 58 a. 59. 6o. 61 a. 61. 
English Ci-mazarc.> Ci•podzw Ci-nyuiigwi Ci-mbw Ci-maiianja Ci-nyanja 

(Ci-kunda) 59 a. Ci-sena (Ci-clnjlri) (South (East 
Nyanja) Nyanja) 

To Ku- Ku- Ku- Ku- Ku- Ku-
,, see •wna -ona -ona. -ona.

., sit, remain, 
abide 

,, sleep ... 

,, stand, stop, 
be erect 

., steal 

-bc.>na 
,kaia -kara -kala.

-tsala
-gwna -gwna -gwna.

,lala

-imea -da.

(to 6e wor-11
out)

-Ima
•ima

,ba -ba -ba -ba
-iba

PREFIXES Al\D CO'.\CORDS JN Cl-MAZARW AND CI-PODZW 

No preprefixcs, except in Class 16. 

•penya
-kala

-gwna.
-lala

-ima

-ba.
,landa

Class ,. Mu,, M- (mu-, m, u-, -yu); 2. A· (a-, wa); 3. Mu-, M-, N•, ff. (mu-, m-, u); 4. Mi- (mi-, i); 
5. --, D'-, Dz'., Di-, Li- (Ii); 6. Ma• (ma-, a); 7. Ji•, Ci•, Yi(?) (ci); 8. Vi-, Pi-, Bi- (vi); 9. N., Ny-,
--(n-,i); 10. Di-,Din-,N-,Ny-(di); II. missing?; 12. missing?; 13. Ka-(ka),p/.Vi-; 14. U-,Wu

(u); 15. Ku, (ku); 16. Apa• (pa); 17. M-, Mu-(m-, -ii).
The Sa- or Se• (father) prefix and Na-(mother) prefix are present. 

PREFIXES, &c., IN CI-NYUNGWE AND CI-SENA 

Slight traces in Class 9 of preprefixes in Ci-nyuiigwi. 

Class 1. Mu-, M• (Ngu- 1) (mu-, m, yu-, u-, iigu-); 2. A-, Wa• (older form, Va-) (Mba- 1) (wa,
mba-); 3. Mu-, M. (Ngu-1) (u•, iigu); 4. Mi- (Nji• 1) (i-, yi, nji-); 5. -. Dzi•, Dz'., D'· (Ndi- 1) (ri, ndi-);
6. Ma• (Nga- 1) (ya-, a, ma-?, iiga-); 7. Ci-(? �i• in Ci-nyuiigwe) (Nci- 1) (ci, nci-, nc'a); 8. Bzi•, Bz'.,
Psi•, Pi, (Ci-sena) (Mbzi,, Mpi-1) (bzi, mbzi-, mpi-); 9. In, (Im•), N, (M·), Ny., J., - (Nji-1) (i·, yi, nji-) ;
to. same as 9, and Zi-(59), Di- (59 a) (Nzi•, Ndi•? 1) (zi•, di-, nz'a•) ; I l. Ru-, Ri- (? Ndu-1) (ru-, ndu ?,
ndi-); 12. Tu. (Nthu•1J (absent in Ci,sena, where its place is taken by Pi- (8); very little used in 
Ci-nyungwe, and then generally prefixed to the singular prefix of another Class. Concord, tu, nthu-,
nth'-); l 3. Ka- (Nkha• 1) (little used in Ci-nyuiigwe and generally prefixed before the n;tained prefix of
the word which Ka• turns into a diminuti\·e. Concord, ka, iikha-); 14. U-, Bu• (Mbu-1 ) (u-, bu, mbu-);
I 5. Ku-(Nkhu 1 ) (ku, iikhu-); 16. Pa, (Mpha-1) (pa, mpha-); 17. Mu-(Nghwa-1) (mw•, mu•, iighu-).

The �a- or Tsa• (masc., honorific) and the Na- or Nya• prefixes are present. 

PREFIXES, &c., IN CI-MBW (CI-CINJIRI) 

Traces of prcprefixes in �o. 9 Class. 

Class J. Mu•, M-(mu-, m, u-); 2. A-, Wa•,? Ba-� (a-, wa); 3. Mu-, M- (mu-, m-, 11); 4. Mi. (mi-, 
i); 5. Li-, Dzi- (Ii); 6. Ma-(ma-,?); 7. Ci• (ci) ; S. ? ; 9. Jn. (Im-), N-, Ny• (i ?) ; 10. ? same as 9 
(concord ?) ; 11. Lu• (lu); 12. ? ; 13. Ka• (ka); I.j. u., Bu- (u); 15. Ku- (ku) ; 16. Pa- (pa); 
17. Mu- (mu-).

1 With nasal dir-ecth,e N, (M•),
� I hMI/! lzem·d' Ba•' for No. 2 preji:i: inland, so11!/1 of the Ruw, near Jfo1111/ Cif!erumi.

7 7 
... .., ... 

. . ' 



' • . 
I 

flu. I 

15, 
T 

w • C"qn-«dil ,.., 

I' - 111 

59, 
~ 
I 
m 

d 

·~ 'ER W Tll 'f SA.LAN n 1 ,AL r.u 1' r~ a-rr 

II I·" I' J Xl-.:. C,NY'AN 

•, N, {~') 
(J • C • (:' Ni:d."1 

r-1 I 1 l,.l, f',1:S..t•- ) 

L:i; K,n. 0,..)i I 1, U, ( ) 1 

:111 i : 
ion C 

oriti Na• 
I I .... , N' 

- PI lllrli 
i:le-~c , '! 

r,~ fn LIIA! ~ rl I I 11,i 

Li'lwcr l mh~, ~ l c.t th~ • ' 
.'Ii UI Eu, li:illtl im.dr, • 11 • 14,lo 

mr , I h II• n:..hm uf ~ I• i;-r.mil!I 

" ' i.m1 IY 300th of 31 R 114+: alR.i .::alm13: 

J! •I .Ny,i-m., f:rM,I 
' Iii I .I [i!llln 

d. 

,Ji n,1, li .. t,u • ,·N n ,rf"J'-~-, j-r1.•JmNi1Nlj• i~ 

• Rlf/!. ift.J"Utl'i Ii rrn,• 'i T IJ,T-lf.~ft-.•' Vo9., •w,:/, 



GROUP P 

THE SOUTH NYASALAND LANGUAGES (continued) 

61 b. Ci-peta (Ma-ravi) 6r c. Ci-cewa (West Nyanja) 62. Ci-nsenga (Sengal

GROUP Q 

THE SOUTHERN RHODESIA-PUNG\\TE-SABI LANGUAGES 

63. Ci nyai (Ci-nyau or Looze) and Ci-nanswa
64. Karafia 1 dialects (Ci-swina, ::;una, &�c.) 64 a. Ci-ndau (Va-ndau, 'Sofala ') 

English 

----------

Ci-peta Ci-cewa Ci-nsei'iga 
(l\Ia-ravi) (\Vest Nyanja) 

I 

63. 
Ci-nyai, 

Ci-nanswa 

64. 
Karaiia 
,liale,ls 

(puoa, &c.)

64a. 
Ci-ndau 

(Va-ndau, 
'Sofala ') 

l 

6 l b. 6 l c. 1' 62. 

---- ----------------------�----------

Adze ... 

Animal, wild 
beast 

Ant 

Ant, white 
(termite) 

Arm ... 

Arrow 

Axe ... 

Baboon 

Back ... 

Banana 

Beard ... 

Ka-temw 

Ny-ama 

l'\y-erere. 
Li-ntumbu; 
mali+. 
Nyanyao 

N-swa,
Ci-swe

M-kwnw.
Dz-andya;
m-andya

l\Iu-bvi 

:.w -kwankwa. 
Gwma 

N-kwere.
Ny-ani.
:,_ -cimbw

M-sana.
M-buyw

�-twci 

N-debvu

Ny-ama 

Li-ntumbwi 
(fl. same) 

Z-anja;
m-anja

Mu-vi; mi-

Xwaiigwa 

l'vt-xweri; wa+

'.\1-sana 

N-toice

N-debvu

M-bazw

Ny-ama 

M-pasi,
. \1-pansi.
:\1-nyanyau

C-usi.
Mu-swe

Kw-anja; 
m-anja

Mum-vwi 

'.\[-bazw. 
Ka-temw; tu-. 
Ci-temw 

Kwlwe 

M-sana.
Ku-vuli
(c_/. s!tadow)

Ci-konde ; \'i-.
Mumbu

N-devu

:-01u-tate? 

Lw-bwkw 

Gwba. 
Sakasa 

U-bga.
1-sanu

Tede; ma+

Dempfu 

'.\1-be:ljw, 
Tsendoo 

Ci-rombo,. 
l-muka,
M-huka.
Ci-kara

I I u-nyunyu.
Ru-menyw .
-sweswe
(ma-; bu-)

1\li-cenye (pl.).
Sxwa.
Mi-juru (pl.)

Ru-bwkw;
pl. ma-

l\Iu-sebe. 
N-gwbe.
'.\lo-riene.
Mw-vi

1-;.anu.
Ganw.
Demw.
Di-rnuru.
Badzw. 
Hubya

J-gudu.
Dirw. 
1-bvene.
Gudw

:.\1-;.ana.
Mu-sana.
Ci -bunw

Hwbw.
Hwva

�-debvu.
ln-devw

Tsendw. 
M-bezw

::\1-buwu,
Ci-rombw.
l\1-huka

Cu-sunji, 
Usiinji or 
Sonzi. 
Tswtsa 

Mu-cenje. 
Mu-tate. 
I-;,wa 

Bwkw; ma+ 

Um-paca; mi-. 
Mu-f'lewe. 
M-hatu

M-behura; ma-.
Baja.
Santw

Dede. 
Korw; 
pl. �t+. 
Pfene 

Mu-sana 

Kwbw; ma+ 

J\.1-birutanw 

1 7,, this ,1;ro/fp be/011gs tire' Kilimanse ', 'Chilimanse' of African explorers of t!tr middle nimtemth cmlurJ'·
Karafia is the Makalaka of Li11in,r;stone. There is tonsiderable dial,·d:c variation in Karai'iga or Karai'ia as •well 
as in t/1e !oral pronunciation of the prindpal name of /he la11gu11,t;e, wlticlt wns former�v Karafiga and now is more 
often Karan.a (lo !lie Hecuana, peoples it isKalaka). The principal local dialects are (besides Ci-ndau): Ci-manyika, 
Ci-govera, and Ci-mali. Bui lht!re is not e11ougl1 informal ion to l1a11d lo srfarate them further. 

7 
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English Ci-peta 
:J 61b. 

(Ma-ravi) 

Bee 
Belly ... 

Bird ... 

Blood ... 

Body 

Bone 

Borassus palm 
Bow ... 

Bowels 

Brains 

Nj-uci 
Ci-pfu, 

Ki-pfu; 
pl. -psi. 
Mimba; ma+ 

1\1-balame 

l\1w-azi 

Tupi. 
l\fa-ruiigoo 

Pfupa 1/r 
Li-fupa 

:\1-vumoo 
Bu-ta, 
U-ta;
pl. ma+

Ma-tumboo

B-ongoo

Breast(man's) Ci-pfua. 
N-tima

Breast Bere; ma+
(woman's) 

Brother 

Buffalo 

Bull ... 

Buttocks 

Sibweni. 
:\1-pwa. 
i\.1,bali. 
N-jila or

N-gila

Nj-ati 

N-ombe
a-ioa

:\1a-tako.> 

61 C. 
Ci-cewa 

(West Nyanja) 

Nj-uci 
Mimba 

l\1-barame 

;'11 w-azi 

Tupi; ma+ 

Fupa 

:r1-vumoo 
\Vu-ta; ma+ 

Ma-tumboo 

Uw-ongoo 

Ci-fua 

Ma-were (pl.)

M-bare.
M-loiigoo 

Ny-ati or

nj-ati 

:\1a-takoo 

Canoe .. Bw-ato.> ; ma+ Bw-atoo 

Cat 

Charcoal 
Chief ... 

17!< 

M-paka

Kala; ma+ 

Coona; 
wa-co.>na 

11-fumu; wa+ ;\l-fumoo

62. 
Ci-nsenga 

l\-zimoo 
Vumoo 

K-ooni;
t-uni.
C-uni

Mu-roopa

Mu-wiri 

:\1-fupa ; mi-

U-ta;
mau-ta

Ma-ra 

Tompwe. 
W-ongoo

Ki-fua 

Ma-ziwa 

Ka-raiigoozi ; 
vi-. 
M-kwa.
M-lisa

M-b=

N-ombe
i-lume

1la-takoo 

\\'-a too, 
Uw-atoo; 
maw-atoo 

M-buyaoo.
Coona

Fumu, 
N-fumu.
Akw-eni.
A-bwana

63. 
Ci-nyai, 

Ci-nanswa 

Ptombu, 
m-ptombu

I-11iri.
�-yoone

Ma•l(A)pa 

M-bili

Fupa; ma+ 

Lw-ta 

Hana or 
Gana 

Gamu; 
pl. ma+ 

Nuiigu-na. 
l\Iw,lukw-ana 

Parapara 

Nuozi 

I-gwa

Mambw 

64. 
Karana 
dialects 

(�una, &--c.) 

lny-wci 
I-mimba.
Dumbo.>.
Ci-sii.
1-niimbii

1-riri

i\fa-rwpa 

Mu-biri 

I-pfupa.
Gode.,

?.1-lala
Bu-ta.

Hu-dade.
I,dantire

Mabu-ra

Bu-ruru. 
Bu-rupi. 
Bu,ruzwi 

Ci-fuba. 
Hana 

I-2,amu,
1-samu.
Ma-zuku (pl.)

Hama,
1\1-kwma.
?,l-kuru. �
Mu-nu. 
:rlo-rombala. 
U-niinii,na

Iny,ati

N•kwnw. 
1-handira.
1-hoonw.
1-hunzi

l-batu.
l\la-takw.
Dakco

Bh-atw,
By-atw.
1-gwa

Une-mai'ige

:\1a-rahla 
Di i,e, �e; 
pl. ba-se. 
1-cinda.
Mw-ene.
l•hwsi.
1-hwsi a�e ;'_
M-rofigw.
Mambw

64a. 
Ci-ndau 

(Va-ndau, 
'Sofala ') 

lny-uci 
In-da-ne. 

\,;-twnbco 

1-ciri or

I-1-iri

Rwpa. 
Mu-siya 

Mu-huiri 

Go.>dw. 
Fupa; ma+ 

Mu-cind:wi ? 
Bu-ta; 
mbu-ta 

Mimba. 
N-kumbu.
Wu-ra

U-ruvi; ma-

�i-fiia 

Dundu. 
Diti; ma+ 

Kwma; ha+. 
Ne-vaoji. 
}.I u-nukuna, 
Mu-kuna 

Iny-ati. 
/5awa 

Mu-kwnw 

:rl-bata; 
man-bata 

M-garaba;
ma-garaba
(Ngalawa)

Cima-i'igcobe.
Paka

Ma-simbi
Mamboo; pl.
maji-mambw.
$e. 
\tu-cinda 

s 

~ _I I I 
I I I r,-1 II'!'• .. 
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English 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

61 b. 
Ci,peta 

(Ma-ravi) 

61 c. 
Ci-cewa 

(West Nyanja) 

62. 
Ci•nsefiga 

63. 
Ci-nyai, 

Ci,nanswa 

64. 
Karai'ia 
dialetls 

(i5una, 6 .... c.) 

6p. 
Ci-ndau 

(Va-ndau, 
'Sofala ') 

------------�--------- ---

Child ... 

Cloth ... 

Cold ... 

Mw-ana; 
w-aua

�-saru 

Country Dz-ikco ; 
ma-ikw 

Cow N-ombe ll'a
m-kazi;
pl. zi+

Crocodile ... N,<>Jna 

Day, daylight Tsiku. 
Sana 

Mw-ana; 
w-ana

Saru 

Z-ikc.>,
muz-ikc.>

N-ombe
ei-kazi

Nfi-c.>na 

Siku. 
M-sana

Devil, evil 
spirit 

Tswka; ma+. Ci-wanda ; vi
i\l ,zimu ; wa-

Doctor (med!- Si-fiai'iga; wa + Si-fiaiiga 
cine man) 

Dog Garu ; wa + Garu 

Donkey 

Door, door• 
way 

Dream 
Drum ... 

Ear 

Egg 

Elephant 
Excrement 

Eye 

Face, fore, 
head 

Ci-tsekw, 
Ki-tsekw. 
Pa-kwmw 

X-dwta
N-t,)ma;
pl. zi+

Ku-tu; ma+

Dzira, 
Dzela 

N,jcobvu 
Tu-bzi 

D-iS<,J,
Dz-isw;
ma-sw

Ci-dzc.>;
j>I. psi-.
:\fma,sc.>.
:\1-pumi 

Kc.>mw 

'\'-dwta 
N-wma

Ku-tu; ma+ 

Dzira 

N-jc.,bvu
Tu-vi

L-isc.> 

Kuma-sc.> 

Ka-saza; tu-. 
i\'lw-ana 
m•tontc.>. 
Lu,cece(ma+) 

:\liiw-ana; 
pl. b-ana. 
:VC-cece. 
Ci-bhyere 

Salu. N-guza Jira. 
.'\-yula. 
N-anza

M-pepc.>.
U-toutole

Ci,alu 

N-ombe
ana,kazi
or i-kazi

M-wena,
N-wena

N•siku. 
(Ka-suwa =
dayl(l;M) 

Li-�awi; ma-

N-ganga

Im-bwa; 
zim-bwa 

Ci-sasa. 
:\fu-liai'igw 

C-c.>Zi
N-c.>ma

Li-twe. 
Kwa-tu; 
ma-tu 

1-gumbi
or Li-; ma

'\l.zc.,vu
Tu-vi

R-isc.>;
m-esc.> or
me•DS<,J

Kuma-nsw 

]\I-tutu 

ln-yika. 
Ma-vu 

N-gwena

lm•bga 

N-gubw
(a xoatskin 
pelt/ 

lm•epc.o. 
Candw 

Iny-iga 

lii-ombe
hadzi.
1-lllc.>U
(? ostri,;h)

l-gambiiiga.
1-gagwe,
1-garhwe,
J-gaywe

1-;;uba. 
:.\'l,si, 
;\lu-si 

Ci-bandu. 
C-erc.>
(sfllrit) 

1-fiafiga

1\1-bha. 
�l-bc.,ga 

;\l-bizi (zebra) 

1-gc.>ni.
:\1-kwba.
:-.1.subw.
Dimba

Rwta
N-gwma N-gwma.

1-dumba
Zebe :-.; ,zebe or 

N-zeve.
1-gere.
1-twi

Zae; ma+ 1-zai

N •2ic.>WU 
:\Ja,tc.>kc.>. 

'\fatu-zwi 
Ege.:, ; 111-cgw Z-isw ;

m-esc.:,

l\lw-ana; 
ab-aua. 
/'i-pwere 

Jira or 
Gira. 
Guvw; ma+ 

Im-epw 

Inr-iga. 
N-ika; ma+

M-gombe
kazi;
pl. m-gombe
zio-kazi.
Umbe
kaji

N•gc.>mombw;
ma+.
N-gweua

I-;;uba, 
Zuva; ma+. 
;\Lt-�ati ( pt.) 

:\Iu-caici t1r 
Mu-�ai;-i. 
::;awe 

Ci-remba 

Im-bya. 
lm-bwa; 
mam

:\f,bongorc.:,. 
Bemhe 

Ruvi; ma+. 
:\Iu-suvc.> 

Rc.>tc.>; ma+ 
N'-gc.>ma; ma-

Ku-zwa. 
In-dzeve 

Zanda; ma+ 

1'\-jc.>hu ; ma
Matu-vi 

:---jisw; 
ma-ji�w 

Hwpe. 
Bu-su 

j 

... 

. . 

... ... . . 
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61 b. 61 c. 62. 63. 64. 64a. 
English Ci-peta Ci-cewa Ci-nsefiga Ci-nyai, Karafia Ci-ndau 

(Ma-ravi) (West Nyanja) Ci-nanswa dialects (Va-ndau, 
(�una. 6~c.) 'Sofala ') 

Fat, oil :\fa.futa Ma-futa l\fa.futa Ma-futa Ma-futa 
Father Tate, A,tate Wa-ta. U-dade. Baba. 

Tete, Aw-isi Bamboo. I-i;e (' dtief').1
Wa-tate (Aw-isi wakw). Palea Se• prefix

An-soo (or Ji?) 
Fear ... Ma-nta. Ma-ntha Ku-oopa. 13w-tiha I-hana Kw-utooca

Wpa. U-wwa.
Ki-ntente Mw-ezc.,

Finger C.ara; C-ara; Mu-nue; mi• l\fo.figwe ; me- :\1u-fiwe Ci-nue; 
ps-ara vy-ara (Gu-nwe = J;l. zi-nue. 

tl111111b) Gu-nwe 
Fire M-otoo; mi- M-otw M-otw. M-otw M-otw, Mo-rirw; mi-. 

Mu-lilw Mw-otw, M-otw
My-otw

Fish N-somba; N-somba Sawi; ma- Lwbe I-hobe or Hoobe, 
tsi+ yobe Howe; ma+ 

Foot Padzi. Mw-endw; pl. K w-endoo; mi-. Le-hwka or I-gumbw. Mu-refige 
Mw-endw Miny-endoo Ulw-ayw; Le-gwka Ny-aroo (or -renje); 

malw-ayoo mi-. Ci-refige 
Forest N-kalafigw Thefigoo M-safiga I-i;aka. Guai,a; ma+. 

1-dzese Safigoo. 
Dondw 

Fowl N-kuku Kuku Kuku I-huku. Ukoo; ma+ 
Hookw

Frog C-ule; C-ule; a+ 1-zura. Dafi. 
ps-ule I-taca Mn-tawa; ma-

Ghost ... Ki-dzoodc.,gwa; M-tunzi; mi- Ci-nsingwa. Ma-romboo(pl.) M-fiweya. Z-ufigube.
pl. psi- Ci-wand a. :'Y1u-dzimu. '.\'lu-dzimu

Cim-vwili :\-1,oyw, 
C-erw

Giraffe Xwisa, 
N-swiza,
I-swma

Girl Butu; ma+ Butu; ma+ 1\1-buntu. Mu-sikana. Mu-swa-na. 
:.\f,simbi :VI,andara. M-handara

:VI-siga-na. 
Hombe 

Goat ... l\1-buzi; 21- M-buzi; zi+ M-buzi; zi+ Puzi \1-budzi M-buji,
:\-f-busi; ma+

" (he) Donde, Gootoogootw. Gootwkwtoo. 
Tonde Non.goo. Gweme 

1\1-bwcw 
" (she) ... :\'1-buzi Nunzwi, 

wa m-kazi Dumbzi. 
Bembza 

God .\lu-luiigu. Cuii-ta Reza, lVfw-limc.,. l\f w-ari, \fa-rure. 
1\1-pambe. Leza (\1w-limc., :\'1-iiwali. :\1u-rufigu 
Ciu-ta, (tltunder) mw-kuru = l\lu-dzima 
Cuu-ta .f;reat God) 

Grandparent 1\1-buyoo. Asi-kuht U-tateguru. Mum-kuru. 
A-m-buye }1-buya � Se-kuru. 

Grass ... Mau-dzu U-dzu U-i:,wa; ma-. Bw-gwa
Wa-m-buya � 

U-swa. C-aui.
U-cani. Bu-hwa. Bu-swa
U-zu .M-hoova.

Ru-swiswi

1 Mu-bari = parent.
s '.? 

I ~ _ I -------1----J'- ~ 
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ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULtUUES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

English
-�-- ,- �(� ,-�- -

I 

-6-; -
Ci-peta Ci-cewa Ci-nseiiga Ci-nyai, 

(Ma-ravi) (West Nyanja) / Ci-nanswa

---·-- __ I __ ._L ___ _ 
Ground

Ground-nut

Guinea-fowl

Gun 
Hair

Band ...

Head . .  .

Heart .. .

Heel ...

Hide ...

Hill 

N-taka

N-teza. 
N-tentsa; mi

N-kaiiga; 
zi+ or 
tsi+ 

M-futi; tsi +
Tsitsi 
or Tsise;
ma+ 

Dz-anja;
m-anja 

Mu-tu, 
N-tii; mi

M-tima; mi-

Ka-mburundzi

N-kaiiga

Futi; ti+
Sitsi 

Dz-anja;
m-anja 

?11u-tu ; mi

:'\1-tima ; mi-

Ci-tende; psi-. Ci-tende; vi
Ci-koiigc,mu; 
psi- or dzi-

Ci-k..,pa

Ki-dumbi; psi-.
M-dunda 

Hippopotamus M-vii :\I-vii

Hoe

Honey

Horn .. .

House .. .

Hunger 
Husband

Hyena

Iron ...

Island ...

Ivory ...

Ka-su; ma+

Uci or
B-uci

Ny-anga

:Ny-umba; 
zi- or tsi +

N-jala 
Mwa-muna

Fisi; wa

Ci-sulw

Ci-lwa. 
Ci-rumba;

jJI. psi
Ny-aiiga

Uici

Xy-aiiga

� y-umba ; zi +

N-jala

Fisi; wa+

Ci-tsuru

Ci-ph..,le ; vi-

�y-aiiga

:\1-rwta.
Pa-si, 
Pa-nsi.
C-alco. 
Li-t.., 

N-ziama

N-kaiiga ; zi-.
Li-celwe 

Futi; zi+
Sisi 

C-anzanza

Mu -twe,
:\1u-tu 

Mu-tima

Ma-vii

Ny-emba

Vuzi; ma+.

Lw-b"'k"'.
C-aga or
C-aha 

I-sor..,. 
M-poiigor,.,

Duiiga 

Ka-tende ; vi- Ci-cinw

l\l-kupw. 
M-papa

Ka-pili

M-vii, 
\1-viiii 

Kam-bwili.
'.\I-suka 

Uci wa 
n-zimu. 
U-uci 

N y-ai'iga. 
Lu-seiigw 

N-anda; zi-

N-gara 
\fu-lume

Ci-mbwe,
Ci-mbwi 

Ci-seiigw.
C-ela 

Ka-ndindi; v1-,
.N-sumbu 

Miny-anga 
n•je,>VU (jJ/.)

Lu-pasa

N-gomba. 
(Kw-m..,:,a =
at /zome) 

1\.1-dala

Dare

�4--J - 64 a.-
Karaiia Ci-ndau 
dialects (Va-ndau, 

(iSuna, &c.) 'Sofala ') 
L ______ _ 

1-vii. 
M-sece 

N-em"'

1-hanga

J-pfuti 
Vuzi; ma+.

Sisi 

Ru-b..,k..,.
C-ansa 

M-sorw, 
:\fw-sor"'

M-oyc.,, 
:\fw-oyw, 
My-oyw 

Ci-tsitsinu,
Ci-tsin..,. 
N-hende. 
Ci-dondoba

Debye. 
Palame. 
1-guguta.
N-gubc.) 

1-g"'m"', 
Ci-g"'m"',
Ka-kwm"'

M-vubu. 
N-gwindi

1-badza 

B-uci

Runy-anga.
J-Se,>Ila 

1-mba. 
Umba. 
Iii-umba

N-2,ara 
.Mu-rumi, 

:\fco-rume
Ci-pere. 
Tika 

1-dari, 
Dale. 
1-maiigura

1-ciwi 

Runy-aiiga 
gwe-i;wwuJ

Ma-vii.
:Ny-iia 

N-duwe. 
N-zufig,., 

Hanga; ma•

M-futi; ma+
Vudzi; ma+

Many-ara?
(lingers) 
:Ny-ara 

M-sor"'; ma-

:\f-oy"' ; ma+

Ci-sisinindw; 
pl.zwi-sisinindw.
Ci:11inind.., ; 
zw1 .. 

Dehwe, 
N-hewe 

Dunt"'

;:\[-Ve,>, 
M-vuhu; ma+

Badza 

H-uci

Ny-aiiga; ma+ 

M-basc.,; ma-.
;:-:y.umba. 
Mba 

N-jara 
Mu-rume

Tika; ma+.
Bere; ma-'

U-tare; ma·.
Simbi 

Ci-11_irgwa;
ZWI-. 
�-irwa 

Runy-aiiga;
ma-

... 
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English 

Knee 

Knife ... 

Lake, sea ... 

Leg 

Leopard 

Lion 

Lips 
Magic ... 

M aize ... 

Man ... 

Man, vir. 

Meat ... 

Medicine 

Milk ... 

Monkey 

Moon ... 

Mother 

Mountain ... 

Mouth ... 
Nail ( of finger 
·or toe)

61 b. 61 c. 
Ci-peta 

(Ma-ravi) 
Ci-cewa 

(West Nyanja, 

Koiigwnw. 
Bondw; 
ma-ondw 

M-peni 

Taware. 
Ny-anja 

Koiigwnw 

Ci-pula. 
M-kalw 

Ny-anja 

Mw-endc.o; pl. M-sorw 
ny-endw or

mi-endw 

Nya-ribwe Nya-rubwe 

N-kai'igw; mi- M-karamw 

l\'li-lwmw 
U-fiti. 
Ma-ere 

Pa-mai'iga 

Mu-ntu; wa

Mwa-mii.na 

Ny-ama 

Ma-iikwarw 

N-kaka. 
Ma-ziwa 

Pusi. 
N-cima 

Mw-ezi 

Mai· 
pl. \�a-mai. 
Ma-

Piri; 
ma-piri 

Ka-mwa 
Ny-ara. 

Ci-kataww 

Mi-lwmc., 
M-sii'iaiiga 

Ci-maiiga 

Mu-ntu; 
wa-ntu 

Ny-ama 

Ma-ziwa. 
M-kaka 

Pusi. 
N-cima 

J\I w-ezi 

Maye 

Phiri 

Ci-kamba; vi-

Kon.kw. 
N-kwkwla 

Ru-ezi or

Du-ezi; ma+ 
Ci-teiiga 

Mu-konzw. 
Kw-endw 
(pl. mi-endw 
or m-endw) 

1-i'igw, 
Ka-iiigw; 
pl. vika- or

tu-+ 
N-kalamtt 

Mi-rwmoo 
Lwzi. 

U-fwiti 

Vi-toiiga. 
M-sali 

Mu-ntu; wa•. 

M wana-lume. 
;\fo-lume 

N-amaor 
N'y-ama 

M-kaka 

Gwna; ma+ 

:\<1-paka 

C-umba 

Mi-lwmw 

�1w-rume. 
N-kwma-na. 
(l\fo>-sika-na, 
young man) 

Mo-rimw 

Ma-ncanca(jJl.). 
N-sanji. 
Ceta. 
M-boi'igwe 

Mw-ezi 

Wa-ma. 
Nyina. 
Nyw-kw 

Lu-piri; ma+. 
Cilu-pili 

Ka-mwa; tu-

Ngu-ezi. 
(Gu-eti = 
moonlight) 

C-ala ; vy-. Zala 
Lun�i-ala; pl. 
n7ii,ala. 

1-bvi. 
(-pfugama = 
to kneel. CjJ. 
E. Bantu)

I-panga, 
Baiiga 

D'ibi. 
1-gawa. 
Ky-anza 

Ci-dzwa. 
Bimbira. 
I-gumbw 

I-i'igwe. 
M-bada 

�umba. 
I-mondorw 

Mi-rwmw 
Rwwa, 

nu-royi, 
Bu-rc.owi. 
Bu-iiaiiga. 
Gwere 

Ci-maiiga. 
Ci-bakwe 

Mu-ntt; 
ba-nu 

M-rumi. 
(N-zuma, 

yo1t11K man). 
Jaya 

Iny-ama 

Mu-ti. 
Mu-rimw. 
M-11onga. 
Iny-aiiga 

M-kaka. 
(Ku-kama = 
to milk) 

I-11wkw 

Mfiw-edzi, 
Mw-ezi, 
My-edzi 

Mai 

I-gwmw 

JV[u-rwmw 
Run-zara 

I-dvi; ma-. 
Go-kwve 

Ci-paiiga; z1-

Gand wa 

l\Iu-reiige; ma . 
Gumbu 

Kamba; ma+ 

Pondorw, 
�umba 

Ma-roomw 
Ninji; ma+ 

Bonore; ma+ 

Mu-ntu; 
ba-ntu 

Mu-rume 

Ny-ama 

Mu-tombw 

Mu-kaka 

Cc.>kw; ma+. 
Korw; 
ji- or �i-

1\fo-eji 

Mayi 

Dundu; ma+ 
�oiigwe 

Mu-rwmw 
Du-ara; ma+ 
Umwe; 
ma-umwe 

... 

I■■ 
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ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

--------------,--------,-----------------------,-----�

1 
61 b. J 61 c. 62. 63. 64. J English l Ci-peta Ci-cewa Ci-nsefiga Ci-nyai, Karafia ------ (l\[a.ravi) (Wes_t Nyanj-a) _ _ _ Ci-nanswa dialects (i:iuna, &c.)

Name ... Navel. .. Neck .. . Night .. . 
Nose 
Ox 

Paddle 
Palm wine, beer Parrot Penis ... Pig 
Pigeon 
Place ... 
Rain ..... . 
Rat 
Rhinoceros River ... 
Road .. . Salt .. . 
Shame 

Dz•ina ; Dz-ina ; ma-ina ma-ina M,combw; mi• :\1-combw Kwsi U-siku
M-punw
N-ombem,fule
M-capw
U,cema Ci-nkwe: psi-fikwe :\1-borw N-guluwe.N-kumba.M,duduN-kunda.:N-jiwa Pw• 
(in 111-ll11)' combin11tions). (:'11a-rw = n sleepi11g
jJlace) l\'I-bvula 

:\1-bwea, M-bewa.KwsweCi,pembereNy-anja 
N-jiraN-cere orM-cereM-nyarw.:\Ia-nyazi

Khwsi U-siku
N-ombe

Ci•mpse; vi-mpseM-borwN-guruwe
N-jiwa
Paja 
:'11-vura 
Kwswe 
Ci-pembele i\I-sinje. Ny•anja N-jira? N-cere 
Ci•SC»lli 

Z-ina
:\fu,kwsi U-siku.(Finzi =d,irkm·ss);\f-punw
N-ombe;pl. vi-
Kafi. (Ku-capa 

11erb) W-alwa (beer)KwpekC)pe 
N-guruwe
C-iwa;v-iwa.N-kundaC-aru.M-alw.Pa-.Apa; pw-
Vua. M-vula.l\1a-inza.(l\Ii-looci =lieavy 1·ain)Li-rindie; ma-.M-bwcwa.KwsweCi-pembeleMana or Ka-mana N-zira,N-jilaMu-nyu
N-swni

Sidara. Setha 
Hulw Suku 
N-gombe;
pl. iii-gombe

Panw 
M-vula

Ci•pembere Lo-iigira. Ku-ezi or Ku-izi 
'.\fa,nyadzw 

I-zitaI-guvu,f.combw1\1-tsipa,Mu,tsibaBu,siku.(Dima=· darl:ncss)J\[.inw,Binw.Pwnw N•dume.N-zombe;zi+.N-ombe;riii• ,w i-Mu-capw
Uc-arwa (bur)I-hweiika,Ci-wei'igaM-borw.Cam-bwkwHumba.N-guliive�-jiba 
I,dzimba. Dunu. Du-garw 
;\l,vura 
1-gonzw,Gw:i;w.M-bewa1-nemaKw,izi. Rg,wizi. Ru-kc.>ba N-2iira.Mu-gwagwaMu-nyu,:\to-nju.CayiI·11wni.Kn-nyara

64a. Ci-ndau (Va-ndau, 'Sofala ') 
------N-zima; ma+Ci-kuvu Hurc.>; ma+ U-siku.�i-rima. Bu-11iku M-irw
N-ombe; ma+ 
Kafc 
U-cemaGuaiiga ; ma+ .i\I-bwlc.> N-gumbi; ma+
Gora; ma+ 
U-garc.>; ma-
J\I-vula 
N-gonsc.>;ma+Terna, 1\-hema Mu-ram be.>; mi-. Ru-izi N-jira.l\1u-vaMu-nyu.'.\[u-tomba

.. 

... 

. .. 

Ny-c.iwa 
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-:i ·-r 61 b. 61 c. 
English Ci-peta Ci-cewa 

(l'vla-ravi) (West Nyanja) 

Sheep ... 

Shield ... 

Shoulder 

Sister ... 

Skin ... 

Sky 

Slave ... 

Sleep ... 

Smoke 

Snake ... 
Son,boy 

Song ... 

Soul, spirit 

Spear .. . 

Star .. . 

Stick ... 

Stone ... 

Stool 
Sun 

Tail (of an 
animal) 

l'vl-bira. 
N-kwsa.
:\-1,pwulw o

Ci-kwpa. 
l\I-kupw 

Puzi or

Pwsi 

11-lofigw or 

'.\Iu-rofigw

Kungu 

M-tambw 

::\Iu-temba. 
Ka-porw;wa+. 
N-tsa-kazi ?
Tu-lw

U-tsi,
Wu-tsi

N-jwka
Mw-ana wa 
mwa-mi:ina.
N-zombwe

Ny-imboo 

Bira 

M-lofigw ;
pl. wa-rofigw

Khufiga 

M-tambw

Tu-ru 

Uci 

N-jwka
Mw-ana wa
mwa-muna

Ny-imbw 

N-tufigw; tsi+ M-kondw

N-yenyezi N-thanda

N-dwdw ; z1- N-dwdw

M w-ala ; ;\I w-ara.; mi-
mi-ala or 

ni-ala 
M-pandw; mi-
Dzuwa, Dzuwa 
Dzurwa,
Dz-uruwa

;\l-cira :\1-cira 

62. 
Ci-nseiiga 

63. 
Ci-nyai 

Ci-nanswa 

M,belele; vi+ Gttae. 

M-papa

Pewa; ma+ 

Mu-kwasw. 
.!v[-lisa. 
M-lofigwsi

Kanda. 
Ntembe. 
Mpapa 

i\'Iu-kumbi. 
Kum-ulu. 
Leza 

Ka,polw. 
;\lu-�la ? 

N-godwbge

I-1mngu

Pfutsi 

Lw-kap.da 

,difiga 
(U-difiga, 
W-lifiga,
W-tifiga)

Tu-loo. Wpe.
(Ku-lala,n"rb) (ttJ newpe=lte

is 1.1.1ith sleep) 
C,usi 

N-jwka
Mw-ana;
w-ana

Ulu-imbw; 
nz-imbw 

Fume.,; ma-

N-ywka

Ny-enyezi. N-yerezi 
N,tandala. 
Lu-tanda; 
Pf. vin-

Kwta; vifi+. Su-imbc.:, 
Ka-iikwle 

Dz-iwe; l1n-bge 
ma-we. 
Mw-ala 

Ci-limba 
Ka-zuwa. Suba 
Zua 

M-cila

64. 
Karaiia 
dialects 

qsuna, &c.)

I-hwai,
Gai.
I•gondobhye

I-nwbw,
N-hwww

1-pfudzi.
Ma-pew.
I-bipitCJ>

1-hanzwadzi.
Bali.
Barna

I-ganda.
I,guguta

1-defiga.
Gore

!vf u-randa. 
I-nabha.
l'vTu-rombw.

I-hwpe,
Hope. 
Ku-bata (verb) 

Bu-tsi. 
Ci-utsi 

Iny-wga 
My,ana. 

M-lisa-na.
M,kwma,na,
Mfiw-ana

Ci-imbw.
Ru-ombw; dzi-.
Ru-iyoo
My-eya, 
l\Iw-eya; 
rnw-iya 

J-pfumc.>; ma�

Iny,enyed::i 
or N-jenezi

I,swimbw. 
'.\1u-doiigw. 
Pzin1bw, 
Pswimbw 

I,bhye. 
I-bye

Ci-garw 
l•21uba. 
I-zwari.
Dzwa

Mfi-wisi,
My-ise. 
;\lu-�we

64 a. 
Ci-udau 

(Va-ndau 
'Sofala ') 

Bu•iji; ma+. 
Gundata; 
ma+. 
Hondoohwe 

Dwvw 
(N-dwvw) 

Fudi,i 

:\-I u-kunda; ba•. 
Anju-azi 

DCJ>bw; ma+ 

N-gore; ma-.
q.year

Mu-batwa 

Hope. 
Ku-vata 
(verb) 

Vu-ci, 
Vu-si 

Ny-wka; ma+ 
M w-anaruma; 
ba-. 
:\1u-rumby-ana, 
Mu-rumbw-ana 

Ru-yw; ma+. 
Rgw-iyw 

Mo-kondw;mi·. 
Tuiigw 

N-yaredzi,
Ny-eredzi.
Tondw

N-doi'iga;
ma+.
Ru•ponda

Bwe; ma+ 

Zuba 

Mu-swe 

T 

-.. 

..... 

"' 
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Tear ... 
Testicles 
Thief .. . 
Thigh .. . 
Thing ... 

Thom ... 
Tobacco 
To-day 
Toe 
To-morrow 
Tongue 
Tooth ... 
Town ... 

Tree ... 
Twins ... 
Urine ... 
Vein 
War 
Water 
Well, spring 
White man 

61 b. Ci,peta (Ma-ravi) Ci-cewa Ci-nsenga Ci-nyai Karaiia (West Nyanja) Ci-nanswa dialects (t5una, &c.)

Dzwzi; ma-swzi l\fa.tc.odzw. Ma-kandi M-pulumwM-kuiigu.M-bara�-cafu 

1\1,swzi 
l\Ia-cende 
M-kuiigu
.N-cafu 

Pompwe; vi+ Im-bafa. l•nwba Kumba; ma+

Ci-ntu; psi-ntu, bzi,ntu. Ki-ntu; pfi-ntu (old)Mii-iiga; mi-figaFwdia
Ler()) 
C-ara;ps-ara

Ci-ntu; vi-ntu.(C-uma=
property) 

Mii-figa; mi
Fwdia 
Lerw 
C-ara;vy-ara

Mawa Mawa
Li-lime or Li-rimiLi-rume; pl. ma-rume Dz-inw; Dz-inw ; ma-nw ma-nw 
1\1 u-dzi l\T u-ji 

M-teiigw. l\f-teiigw N-toyai'igw;mi-M-pasa Ma-pasa 
M-kodzw
N-tsempa;miN-kondw
:\1a-dzi 

Kondw 
Ma-ji 

Ci-tewerc.,, Ci-tawelw. Ci-wel()) Ki-ntu; vi-. (C-uma 
= things, 
property) 

l\iii-i'iga 
Fwaga 

Ci-kumc., 
J\fa-ilw. l\fawa Lu,limi 
L-inw
:\lu-nzi ; mi-nzi
Ci-muti; vi-muti
Ama-pasa 

N-kond()) 

.Ma-nzi 

:\I-zungu; wa- :\1-zuiigu; wa- :\[-sweta; a-sweta

J.zue;ma,zue

Eku-zuinc., 

Lu-limi 
l\1-enw (pl.) 
M-:;;a, l'v[m-13a. Kanye. (' Kw-etu' = 
our town) :\Iw-tondw 

Ziba 
Kiwa; ma+ 

M-swdzi
Ri-cende ; ma-
1-babva
Ci,dbla, Ci-dza Ci-tumbi Ci-nu; zw-inu. C-irw
Mu-wa 

Nasi 
Ciku-iiwe, Gu-ii we, Mu-nwe Ma-iigwana 
Ru-rimi 
Z-inw;m-enw.(Zeyw =

molar) :\In-:;;a. Dorwpa (Dutc/1) 

Ma-wambe. Ma-zana 
l\1-tundw 
Mu-tsiiiga 
Gugwa. Mu-reiiga M-vura.DiriraI-dzime.Mu-godi.Giwa,Kiwa.:\1,rumbi.:\1-zui'igu

64a. Ci-ndau (Va,ndau, 'Sofala ') 

�Ia-cende 
Mu-bi; ha-. Im-bava 
Nc-irw; j;l.zw-irw ort,w-irw. �-uma 
Mu-dzi:ia, Mu-ndzwa Forya, Forya, Fwldya Nya-1nasa. :'\ya-ma13i llf u-ni:ie ; mi-
l\Ia-i'igwana 
Ru-rimi ; ma-
N-zinw.Dzeyw
;\lu-zi; mi-

;\( u-ti. Mum,buti; mam-7.inya-mbire orl\fanya-mbire. :\la-patxia 
M u-tundc.,. Mu-kamw Mu-tsiiiga 
Fumw. Hondw Um-vura . \fa-ji Dziwa 
Mu-zuiigc., 

zi I m ). u,k JJ; rem.• 

-, J-fc.:idya 

, .. 

._,i 

... ., ' 

'" 
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English 
61 b. 

Ci-peta 
(Ma-ravi) 

61 c.
Ci-cewa 

(West Nyanja) 

62. 
Ci-nsei'iga 

Wife ... ... M-kazi; wa• M-kazi; wa- M-kazi

Wind ... 

Witch ... 
Witchcraft 

Woman 
Womb 

Wood (fire• 
wood) 

Yam 
Year ... 

Yesterday .. . 
Zebra ... .. . 

One 

Two ... 

Three ... 

Four 

Five 

Six 

Seven ... 

Eight... ... 

Nine ... 

Ten ... ... 

M-pep(I)

M-fiti
U-fiti

l'vI-kazi · wa
Mimba' 

Ci-dziki; psi-. 
Ci-kuni. 
N-kuni

Ci-razi; bzi
C-aka;
bz-aka

Dzul(I) 
:'11-bidzi 

-modzi

-wiri

-tatu

-nai

-sanu

-sanu ndi
-modzi or

N-tanda
-sanu ndi
-wiri or

Dzimbi,
Tirimbi, or

Tsimpi
•sanu ndi

-tatu or

Duera,
Dwere

-sanu ndi
-nai or

Mu-inda

Kumi 

Phep(I) 

Fiti 

M-kazi; wa
Mimba

Kuni 

Ci-fikumba; vi-

(called by 
husband 
'mw-ana ') 

M-pep(I).
Cifi-kuka

N"-fwiti 
J\,fa.Iwza. 

U-fwiti
M-kazi
Vumw

Safiga. 
N-kuni

Ci-rimika Ci-limika. 

•fil(l)Zi

-wiri

-tatu

•Dai

·SRil(I)

-sane.> ni
·ffic:.>Zi

-sane.> ni 
-wiri

-sane.> ni
-tatu

·SRO(&) ni
•nai

Kumi 

C-aka

l\Ia-il(I) 

Ci-mpwete; vi-. 
M-bwete;
pl. aci+

-mw
(Ka-mw)

-wiri
(Tu-wiri)

-tatu

•De

-sanw

•Sane.> na •IDCI>
(Ka-mw)

-sane.> na
-wiri
(Tu-wiri)

-sanw na
•tatu

-sane.> na
-nai

Kumi 

63. 
Ci,nyai, 

Ci-nanswa 

Mw-katsi 

Hwnye 

M(l)tse, 
-mwtse.
-mwe?

•bili,
-wili
(M-bili)

-tatu.
(N-atu)

•nii.
(I-nnii.) 

Canii, -canu 

Tanatu 

�i-nofigwe 

�w-sere 

Fubamwe 

Kume 

64. 
Karai'ia 
dialects 

(r=iuna, &,c.)

M-kadzi

1-mepw.
Mii-wandw.
Mfi-weya

M-royi
Bu-royi

M-kadzi
Ci-sii.

1-mitnba
1-huni

1-kore or

Ri-kore.
My-aka

I-2iuru
M-bizi

-fiwe
(M-fiwe).
•pwtsi

•biri.
Piri 

-tatu.
N-atu.
N•hatu

•Ila

•/lRDU

Tanatu, 
Tanhatu 

Nomfiwe or

Ci-nomwe 

Tsere, 
Ru-sere, or

Zere 

Fumbafiwe or

Pfumbamye. 
Femba, 
Pfemba 

Gnmi or

Kwme 

64a. 
Ci-ndau 

(Va-ndau, 
'Sofala') 

M-kazi

M-pepc.>.
M-bambara

Mu-rroi 
Bu-rroi, 
Wu-royi 

M-kazi
Zwarw

Hun! 

Gore, 
Gwle 

Zurw 
Buiji 

Pc.:,sa. 
?-mwe 

Piri, 
-biri

-tatw

,na, 
-ni

-can(&),
•1'!Ril(I)

Tantatw

Ci•n(l)me or

�i•Il(l)filWe 

Sere or

Zere 

Fumbawe or 

Fumbamwe 

Gumi 

!• • 

.... 

... 

1..ljj 

... 

l 

... 
~· 
ltr 

.... . 
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I 

- 6;--7--64 a. - -
English (Ma-ravi) (\\'est Nyanja) Ci-nanswa tli11/ects (Va-ndau, Ci-peta Ci-cewa I Ci-nsefiga Ci-nyai Karafia Ci-ndau 

_________________ _ ___ L(�una,c-N,) I �Sof�
Eleven 
Twenty 

Thirty 
Forty .. . 
Fifty .. . 
Hundred 
Thousand ... 

I, me, my ... 
Thou,thee,thy 
He , him, his 

We, us, our 
Ye, you, your 

They, the1n, their 

All 

Kumi pambu (ci)-modzi or Kumi ndi (ci)-modzi Ma-kumi ya-wiri orMa-kum' a-viri
:.\fa,kuml ya-tatu Ma-kumi ya-nai Ma-kumi ya-sanu Dzana 01· Ki-kondye; 
pl. dzi-kondye Dzi-kondye kumi 

l-ne.Di-, Ndi ..-ndi-. -ne.-a-figa1-we.
U-.-we. -ku,.•a-kwI-ye. Wiw.
A-.•ye. ·ID•,•a-ci, -a-ce

1-fe.Ti-.•fe. •ti•.-a-tuI-nu.M-,Mu-.,nu. -ni,, ,ku-.•a-nu
A•wa, l•wc.o, A-woo.Wa-.-wa. -wa-.-a-o
,onse 

Kumi n-kate(ci),mc.ozi
:.\fa,kumi a-wiri orya-wiri
:.\Ia,kumi ya-tatu Ma-kumi ya•nai ;\Ia,kumi ya-sanw Zana 
Ci-kwi 

Ine. Ndi-. -ne. -ndi-.-a-figa1-.we.U-.-we. -ku-.-a,kwJ,ye.Wa,,A,, -ye. -m-.-a-ce
I-fe.Ti•.,fe. -ti-.-a,tuI-nu.Mu-.,nu.-a-nu
Ya-wa. 
Wa,, ,wa. •Wa•. -a-woo

•onsc

J\la,kumi a-will

Zana 

Ne•(o, Ne. Ni•, N-. ,ni
:, 

-n-. -a-nguWe,w, We.U•.-ku,.-a-kw Y c.o•ve or Iw-c.o,Ye-.
u.,w.,A .. ·ffiU•, ·ffi•,-a-kweSew, Se.Ti-.-ti,,-a,suMwec.o, We.Mu-.,ni, ·lllU· (also willt -ni 
suffix). -a-nuW-ve or A-woo,Woo.
A,, -a•,-wa-.
-a•O 

-onse

Kume m-bili

I-zana

l-ni.Ndi-.-ndi,,-a-nguI-we.
u ..-gu ..-a-kwI-ye.
w ..·11111·.-a-ke

E-sw. Tw-ga.Tw•, Ti-.-ti•, ?
E-mc.oi,1\i,mwi.?. ?

-ose-pa

Gttmi ne i-mwe
'.\fa-gumi or :vla-kumi ma-biri or l\la,kumi ma-yiri :\la-gumi ma-tatu :.ta-gumi ma-nna Ma-gumi ma-11anu Ri-zana; ma· 

I-mi or I-ni.Ndi-.-ndi-.-a-nguI-we.U-.-gu•, •ku-.-a-kwI-ye.U-,A-. •mu-.-a-ke
1-su. 1-si. I-fe.Ti-.-ti-.-i-du1-mfiwe,I-myi.Mu,.-mu-.-inyu
I-boo or 1-ww.Ba-, Wa-.•ba-, -be., 

•WSC ,,,. ·OSC
1 • Ngu,etsi enw- kara' - tlte mMn ;its down; i.e. tltirly days are i:omplcte.

Gumina pc.>sa 
;\la,gurni ma-biri 
l\la,gumi ma-tatu Ma,gumi ma-ni '.\fa-gumi ma-canw Zana orRi-zana Gumi rc-zana. Gumi re ma,jana 
1-nini. Di-ni. Ndi-. -ndi-.-a-ngc.>1-wewe.U-.-ku-.
-a-kc.>I-we. I-ye.U-.•fill·.-ena

1-sisu. Tisu.Ti,,-ti-.-e-dw1-mwimwi.Mu-.-mu-.,inyu
Ivw. 
Ba•. 
,ba,, •bc.> 

-ese,\lu•CSC

... 

...... 

.. . 



GROUPS P, Q: THE SOUTH NYASALAND, SOUTHERN RHODESIA, ETC., LANGUAGES 263 

61 b. I 61 c. Ci-peta Ci-cewa English (\fa.ra vi) I (West Ny&nja) 
This, these 

That, those 

Bad ... 

Black ... 

Female 

Uyu ; awa; u- ; i ;  iri;awa; ici;ipsi · i · izi ·i1i (t;lu/; it/;aka· ubu·uku: apa'. ' ' un1u. Uyw, aw; uw, iw ; &c. 

· •dya (u-dya,wa-dya; &-c.)•mene (a-mene,&c.)

•i•pa;-biBiririri.-ku-da,•da.
Biriwirl•kazi

Fierce, sharp -kali 

Uyu· awa· &c.' (mucli' as 
in Ci-peta) 

-i-pa

ya ku,da 

•kazi

62. Ci-nseiiga 

Firstly, the pre
pre.fi:r: as U • 
in U-mu-, At"n A-wa (U-muntu = 
The, this man). 
Secondly: Uyu, awa; uu, ii; ili, awa; ici,ivi; iyi, i:i;i ; uln; uht; aka; uwu; uku ; apa -nc.o (yu-nc.o,wa-nw ; u-nw,i-nw ; &c.)

-la (yu-la,wa-la;u-la, i-la; &·c.)
Also tlze n
directive (ni-,ny·, na-. n-)Na•ye, na-ww;n-yu /?), n-yi;n-di, ii-ga ;n-ci, m-bi;n-yi, ni-z;i;n-du; n-tu;n-ka; m-bu;6"c.

,i-pa; •Wi
-fi-pa

-kazi
-kali

63. Ci-nyai, Ci-nanswa 

i-dema

•katsi

64. Karan.a 
dialects (t5una, &�c.)

Uyu or I-ye 
(1), aba ori-baba (2J;uyu or i-ye ori-hoyu (3),i-yi (4) oriyoyi; iri or irire or irori
or iji (5), aya ori-wwwa oraww (6); ice
or icwce or iceciya (7),izwi or ezwi
or izwwzwi or idzi or edzi or idzwdze ( IS) ;iye or iyoye
(9), idzi or edzi or idzwdze orijwji ( 10) ; uru or iruri
or ugu ori-guri ori-gwgu (11);
(12 and 13 
apparently 
missing); hugu or i-gwgu (14); ugu or i-gwgu 
(ls); papa f?)
(16) Uyw, aboo; i•bw; &c. U-ya, ba-ya;o-ya, i-ya;&c.Iyeu-ya,:t��a-ya;

-i,pa

-duna,-nema,-dema.
•SWi•fu•kadzi;•hadzi,ne-ha1-a

i 64 a. dau ndau, fala ') 
Ci-n (Va-'So 

Hoya orhoyu, aha or awu; hoya or hoyu, iyc., or eyi; eri or eji, aya orwwa; eci or eci1-u, ed zi or ezwi ; eye or eyi, edzi or eji; egw orhwgw
(11), (14), (15) 

ka•:,ata, 
•:,ata ,swi,pa; -si-pi,
•Si,fu 

-hadzi

.... 

... 

.. .. 

I . l L 

I•• 
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��7- 61c. I 62. English Ci-peta I Ci-cewa 
J(Ma-ravi) (\\'est Nyanja) 

-------- I_ - I 

Ci-nseiiga 

Good, .. ... 

Great ... 

Little ... 

Long ... 
Male ... 

Old 

Red 

Rotten 
Short .. . 
Sick .. .White 

-bw-in<o> 

-kuru

•iiomco.
·CC•pa 

•tali

-ya bu-enc,)

-kuru

-ce-pa

-mwa-muna. -mwa-muna.M pwongo, or :"11•pwong<»M-poiigO). -ina ·kale -a kaluamba

•fiira. •psyu
-cola, -bvunda-fumpa. -fupi -duara -yera, -yela -yera

Above, up, on l'a-mw-ambatop 

Before Behind 
Below, down 
Far 
Here 

In, inside ... 
Middle Near •••

Pa-tscogorc.>Pa-m-buy<o> 
I'a-nsi 
Pa-tali 
Apa. Pane.,. Kuno,.
Pompa 

Mgati.Umu Pa-gati Pa-fupi. Pa-fumpa 
Outside Pa-nja, Ku-njaPlenty, many -m•biri 

-weme; •cowama

,kulu 

-tontc,)

-tali
-lume

-kale. -<o-kwta,,kwta •sweta

-wla
-fttpi
-lwala-tua 

Kum-ulu 

Pa-ntanziPa-nseli, Pa-vuli Kunya•nsi,Pa-nsi Ku-tali 
Kun<o>.Apa 

Mkati.MuPa•katiPa-fupi 

Ku-nja 
-ny-inji

63. Ci,nyai, Ci-nanswa

-b;uku

•ebve. •pfene

Pa-mberi 

-n-cinci.Fanya 

64. Karaiia
dialects (f:iuna, &c.)

-ru-rama.-naka. -buya 
-kuru, •hunt,•guru -d<o>k<o>, -diki. -duko,-ane•re-fu. -re-ba •kwn01. -dume. -rume. -handira-kare. •kuru.-13aru -tsuku. ·13Rba. •pswuktt•bora 
-fupi
-gwara-cena, -jena 

l'e-:z;ugu, Pa-zuru. Pa-msorw.Gu-dei'iga Pa-mberi Pa•fure 
Pa-si. Nya-siKu-re. Re-fu Nw, Pan<o>,Panu.Pa-. Papa•Mkati. Mu• Mkati Pe-dyu. Pa-fupi

64 a. Ci-ndau (Va-ndau,'Sofala ') 
-naka. •/3c.)ne, -pswene.( Bi-13wne)-kur<o> 

-dwkw, -duku. -tsofiga•re•fu 

-harahwa

-wora
•pfupi
-rwara•Cena 

Ku•msorw 

Pa-mberi-sure, :\la-surePa-si. Pa-nyasiTamb<o> 
Panw 

Mu-. Mu-katiPa-kati Pe,diw, Pe-dlw,Pa-hlw Pa-nze 
-z,iiigi

----------- -- -~~ 

... 

.. ' 

, .. 

. .. 
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English 

There ... 

Where? 

No! 

Not(withverb, 
as prefix, in
fix, or suffix) 

To 
,, beat 

,, buy, sell 

,, come 

cut 

dance ... 

,, die 
,, eat 

,, give 

,, go ... 

,, kill 

,, know 

,, laugh 
,, leave off, 

cease 
,, love,want 

,, see 

,, sit,remain, 
abide 

,, sleep ... 

61 b. 
Ci-peta 

(l\fa-ravi) 

Apoo. 
Ukoo. 
Pompoo. 
Ku-rnenc 

Ku-ti? 
Pa-ti? 

Iai ! 

Si-; sa-; n-ka-, 
n-ki-. -je, -be,
-bi

Ku
•menya 

-gura

-dza

-tema

-bvina

.fa
-dia

-ninka;
-padza

-yenda,
-enda,
-efika

-pa

-dziwa

-seka
-leka or

-reka
-konda;
-anja

•oona

-kala.
-sala

-goona

61 c.
Ci-cewa 

(West Nyanja) 

Ku
•menya 

-za

-tema.
-sefiga

-vina

.fa
-lia

-enda

-jiwa

-leka

-goona

62. 
Ci-nsefiga 

63. 
Ci-nyai, 

Ci-nanswa 

Apoo. ? 
Ukoo. 
Ku-la, 
Pa-la 

Kuni ? Va-pi ? 

Iai ! Na-fia ! 

Nga-. Te-, t-; 
-Hye• ; -lioo• ;
oosa-; -sa- ;
-ye; -ve
su(Jixes 

Ku
•nyata 

-sita

·Za

-tenda.
-tema

-vina

-fwa
-!ya

-pa;
-pela

-ya;
-yenda;
-pita.
-luta

-paya

-ziwa

-seka
-leka

-temwa,
-pafigwa

-loola.
-oona

-kala

-lala.
(-koona =
more)

-pi?

Kw-

-pambira

.fa

-pa

-venda;
-vamba.
-enda;
-pinda

-baya

-ziba

-noo:la,
-da

-kara,
-gara
(fJret. -kere)

-bata

64. 
Karafia 
dialects 

(�una, &>c.)

-k(A).
1-kookoo 

-pi?

Gwete !
I-nema !

Ha-, A- ; -sa-
•Si- 1, -too- '
-sifiga.;
A -ti---,
A-ka-
A-figa- __!__.
-rega- (i11jin.)

Ku
•rooba, 
-pfttra,
-pura

-tenga;
-,sui-a.
-,sambadzira

-uya,
-buya

-tema.
-ceka

-dzana;
-tamba

.fa
-dya.

-la. -dhla
-pa

-hamba,
•famba,
-enda,
-inda,
-wenda

-baya,
-buraya

-dziba

-sega
-rega

-da

-boona,
-tarira

-gara
\pre/. -gere)

-bata.
-rara

64a. 
Ci-ndau 

(Va-ndau, 
'Sofala ') 

-pi?

Ahina!

A- (and chang
ing tenninal a
to i); -sa-(and
as in Karafia)

Ku
•rooa 

-tefiga

-za.
-via

-tema.
-gura

-zina.
-tamba

•fa
-rga

(Ku-rga)
-pa

-enda,
-famba

-uraya

-ziba,
-ziwa

-seka
-rega

-nooda,
-da

-ona,
-voona

-gara

-vata.
-rara

1 -si, in Karan.a also has tlie meaning ef' in the /iabit ef' as well as a doubtful memting approaching tlie negaH11e.

17 

... 

... 
,. 

II 
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------ ---- -- -- ----------

English 
61 b. 

Ci-peta 
(:\fa-ravi) 

61 c. 
Ci-cewa 

(West Nyanja) 

62. 
Ci-nseiiga 

63. 
Ci-nyai, 

Ci-nanswa 

64. 
Karana 
dill/eels 

/j5una, &-c.)
--- - --- __ I---- -- -- ------ -- ___ ,_ ---

64 a. 
Ci-ndau 

(Va-ndau, 
'Sofala ') 

To Ku- Ku
•ima 

Ku- Kw- Ku- Ku
•Sim-uka" stand,stop, -ima 

be erect 

,, steal . . . -ba

•ima;
-panama

-tonga

•mira,
-miriga.
-sima;
-simba

•ba.
-tapa.
-tora

PREFIXES AND CONCORDS IN CI-PETA AND CI-CEWA

No prcprefixes. 

-ba

Class I. Mu-, M-(yu-, u-, -m-, mu-); 2. Wa-, A- (wa); 3. Mu-, M-, N-(u, mu-); 4. Mi-, Ni
(mi-, i) ; 5. - , Di-, Dzi-, Dz•, Zi-, Li- (especially in Ci-cewa) (Ii, ri) ; 6. Ma- (ma-, ya-, a, wa) ; 
7. Ki-, Ci-, C'· (ci, ki); 8. Psi (bzi), Pfi-(old), Vi-(Ci-cewa) (psi-, vi); 9. N- (M-), N-, Ny'•, (i, n-,
ny-); 10. Zi· (zi); I 1. (rare) Li-, Ri-(Ji-, ri); 12. (rare) Ti• (ti); 13. Ka-(ka); 14. U-, Wu-, Bu-(bu-,
u,; I 5. Ku-(ku); 16. Pa- (pa); I 7. Mu-(mu-, -mw).

PREFIXES, &c., IN CI-NSENGA 

Slight traces of preprefixcs. 

Class I. l\tu-, Um-, M-, -, Si-, Asi•, Aci-, A-, Awa-, Wa-(mu-, m, yu-, u-); 2. Wa-, A-, Awa-, 
Aci-(wa·, a); 3. Mu•, Um-, M- (u-, -u0); 4. Mi-(i); 5. , Li-(Ii); 6. Ama-, J\fa. (a-, wa); 7. Ci

(ci); 8. Vi- (d); 9. N-(M-), Ny-, ff., Nj-(i); 10. same as 9; also Nz-(concord zi, �i); 11. Ulu-, Lu-, 
Du-, Ru-(lu); j,lur. :\la-lu; 12. Tu-(tu); 13. Ka• (ka); plur. sometimes Vi•, sometimes Tu-; 14. U • 

(u); 15. Ku- (ku); 16. Pa-, Apa• (pa); 17. Mu-(mu-). 
The honorific prefixes are Si- and Ci-(more often preceded by A-) and also the plurals A- and Awa

used in a singular sense. There is much doubling of prefixes, Ci-mu•, Vi-mi-, Ka-mu-, Tu-a-, Vi-u-, 6~c.

PREFIXES, &c., IN CI-NYAI (CJ-NANSWA)' 

Traces of preprefixes in Classes 9 and J4. 

Class r. M<..>-, Mu-, Nu?(?); 2. ? (?); 3 .  M-, Mu•, Ngu-, Gu-(?); 4. Me-, Mi-(?); 5. -, I-, Ji•, 
Le-(?); 6. Ma-(?); 7.?; 8. ?; 9. ln-(lm•), lny-,N•,-(?); 10. ? ; It. L<..>-; 12.?; 13. Ka•; 14. Ub'·· 
U·, Bw• (1); 15. K<..>·; 16. Pa-, Va-; 17. M<..>-. 

' Ven1 1m:,·rlai11. The rt'corded fra;rmen/ "/ Ci-nyai l1as t"l•idently been .£:llr/1/ed by II Afwc11a11a. 
i11l erfirder. 

... 
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GROUP Q 1 

THE SOUTHERN RHODESIA-PUNG\VE-SABI LANGUAGES (cont£,med) 

65. Ci-teve 66. Rofigerw (Ba-zarut(I) I'''.)
65 a. Ci-tombwji or J\1-tomb(,.)ji 67. Ci-rue•(' Vatua' of Burne or Burtie)

68. Ma-�afigana (' Shangaan ', 'Changana ')

GROUP R 1

THE ?ENG\VE-RO�GA LANGUAGES 

69. l5efigwe or Gi-tofiga (Southern 'Vatua' or ' Inhambanc • 5)

English 

Adze ... 

65-
Ci-teve 

Animal, wild Ny-ama 
beast 

Ant Sundzi 

Ant, white 
(termite ) 

Arm .. . illu-vukw. 
:\1-kconw 

Arrow M-seiiwe,
M-sewe

Axe ... Sandw 

Baboon 

Back . .. :\1-sana 

Beard... :\I,puiigw 

65 a. 
Ci-tombc.:,ji 

Sunji 

:\1-paca 

Buire 

Sure 

M-kwbw

66. 
Roi'igerw 

(Ba-zarutw) 

Li-pata. 
N'-tsaiiga 

Bz-eare (jJ/.). 
Ny-ama 

U-sunzi

Mu-wkw 

Tare 

Mi-sana (pl.)

--i---67. t 68. 69.
C i-riie

--
Ma

_

-
�

_

a

_
fi
_

g
_
a
_

n

_

e

_..,__
�

_

e
ii
_

g

_

w

_

e
_ (Inhambane) 

N'-tsafiga 

!'\y-ama-zana Ky-ama 

Tu-tuane U-sunje

M•kwnw Mw-ukc.,) 

M-paca }.f.kondw 

Beura Sandw 

In-fene In-dede. 
? Kc.,)lc.:, 

:\1-sana Me-sana {j;/.)

M-puiigw M,pufigw 

Li-pada 

:'.\y-ama. 
Bz•eare (j>I.). 
Bara. 
Ci-refigw ; �i-

Sc.,)kole. 
li-gugude

M-uw

Rambukulw? 
Bwkw, 
Rwkw 

Li,;,ogw. 
Jn,sebe. 
Tui'igi. 
N-gwwe

Li-ywga.
l,i-;,wka.
Li-cadw

lm-fene;
jim-fene

�i-kwse.
Gi-wunu.
In-deza 

Mu-kwva. 
ilfu-abw 

Ki-revw. 
Gi-lidw 

1 The reader will notice that the des1°J[natiom of Croups Q a11d R differ somewhat from those given on page 43,
and corrected in Addenda et Corrigenda. l'lte l"ter rendering is more in accord with ajftnities and l{eographical 
d1stribu/ion. 

2 The inclusion of Ci-rue in Group Q is ratlter problematic, as is tltt: language or dialect itself, which may be more 
nearly related to No. 76 (A-iigoni or Gaza). 1J,fa1iy 'Vatua' o,· eastern 7.ulu words ltave been incorporated into 
No. 69 (i5efigwe). Vatua merely means' Bushmen',' pygmies'. It is explained in the Notes. 

• R!eek's 'Inl(am�rme '. We l1a11e ltere 110 doubt a mingling of distinct dialects, the j>rej)onde1-ati11l{ type of lan
guage being tlte G1-tonga of lnhambane. 

l 
K1,1- -1u:a 

110- H•t 

... ,, 

lh.nu.na . hl■ I. 

M-pung(,,) lJw,ia 
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English J c;��, 

Bee 

Belly ... 

Bird ... 

Blood ... 

Body .. . 

Bone .. . 

Borassus palm 

Ma-ve (pl.)

Dane 

Ciri 

Un-gaze 

M-virw

Fupa; ma+

Bow ... U-ta

Bowels 
Brains U-rwbzi

Breast (man's) 
Breast Diti 
(woman's) 

Brother Bu-rurw 

Buffalo 
Bull ... 

Buttocks ... 
Canoe, boat 

Cat 
Charcoal 
Chief ... 

Child ... 

Cloth ... 

Cold ... 
Country 

lny-ati 

:\la-takw 
Garaba 

Paka 

Mambw 

Ci-pgere 

Guw 

Ny-ika 

[ �a.
Ci-tombwji 

N-yusi

Dane 

Ciri 

Gazi 

M-uiri

Pondw

U-ta

U-rwbzi

Diti 

Hama 

Ny-ati 

Ma-takw 
M-kumbe

ll1ai'igwe

Mambw

Mu-ana 

Ma-cira (pl.)

i\y-ika 

Cow ... 11-ombe -kazi Gabe -kazi

Crocodile . . . Guena. 
Gomombw 

17Sl 

Guena 

l�oterw T ct�e
(Ba-zarutw) I

---

N-yuki

Mimba 

Dziri 

M-lwpa

Mu-mire 

Fupa 

Hu-ta 

U-htbzi

A-ana

Dwni 

Ny-ati 

N•yuci 

Dane 

Ciri. 
Nyo(.Oni 

Mu-rwpa 

M-uiri

Fupa; ma-+

Dekwa; ma+
U-ta

U-rwbzi.
K'wbw

Ci-fua
Diti

M-kwmw

lny-ati 

;\la-takw Ma-takc.o 
Ci-i'igalabawa M-kumbe 

M-baka Mai'igwe 

Hwsi :\[-kwse 

M u-ana-na Mu-fana 

ln-dwzc.o Hia 

Ky-ika 1-zue

Gombe a-kaji M-kwmw 

Ufi-gwena Gomombw 

68. J -:. 
Ma-Fai'igane �engwe

(Inhambane) 
-- -- - - -

N-yuci.
(Ma-ve; j>l.
= wasp) 

Mimba

Ciri. 
Iny-c:.>ni 

M-lwpa

Mu-bire 

Fupa; ma-+ 

Hu-ta 

U-rubzi

A-ana

:\lu-kwma 

Ny-ati 

Ma-takw 
Galaba 

11-baka

Mambw

Ci-pwerere 

Ufi-guw. 
Jira 

t\y-ika 

Gombe a kaji 

Ufi-gwena 

N-kabini,
L-ombe or
Lombe

Gi-rumbw.
Mimba.
Kirre

Nyambane, 
Nyanyane. 
In-ywni ; ji + 

Nc.oba. 
:\-1u-lwpa. 
Kata 

Gi-bili: �i-. 
M-irri, M-irre

Ki-rambw; �i-.
Gi-kwgwlw

\Vu,lavw, 
Vu,lahc:.>. 
Hu-rra, 
\\'u-ra 

;\1a-hembe 
B-ofigw

Gi-fuba 
Tsombw; ti+ 

Ndi. 
N-di'iye.
Mu-loiigw

Kz-arri 
Gi-kc.ola gya 
fi-ombe 

Ma-tagw 
\Vu-arw. 

N-galaba
Gi-maiiga
Ma-gale
Hwsi, E,hwsi.

Pfumu. 
Mu-ni. 
(2\1-buzw = 
kingdom) 

Mu-ana-na; ba-. 
Gi-ana-na; 
pl. f-ana-na 
Ma-kila. 
Tiii.-guw (pl) 
M w-enda; my

Gi-rame. Pibw 
Li-tigw. 
Li-fuma. 
\\'u-lafiga 

Nombe. 
Tere 

N-gwna,
Gwenya,
Iii.-gwen y:\ 

T 

... 
.. 

.... . .. 

..... 
H 

... 
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------
I 

__ 

Ci-tombcoji English 
65. 

Ci-teve 
66. 

Roiigerco 
( Ha-zarutc:i>) 

67. 
Ci-rue 

68. 
Ma•paiigane 

69. 
�eiigwe 

(Inbambane) 
I 

65 a. 

----�--------------------'--------'--------'--------

Day, daylight Sikc:i> 

Devil, evil Poiigw 
spirit 

Doctor (medi-
cine man) 

Dog Im-bga 

Door ... ... 11-suco 

Dream Ku-rc:i>ta 

Drum ... Gcoma 
Ear Zeve 

Zua 

Mu-zimco 

Im-bga 

:M:-suco 

Hc:i>pe 

Gcoma 
N-zeve

Nyama•se 

M,fukwa 

lm-bwa 

Tu-vi. 
Mu-sua 

Ku-lcoca 

li'i-gcoma 
Dema 

Tonga 

Zi-tuta (? pl.)

In-dja 

Ci,vae 

U-tcomco

Zinyu-mbuyco 
N-zeve

Egg '.\fa.zanda (pl.) Ma-zanda (pl.) M-anda :\la-phanda 

Elephant 

Excrement 
Eye 

Dzcoco 

.Matu-ji 
J•iSc:i>; 
ma-+ 

Face, forehead '.\1-kcope 
Fat, oil 

Father 

Fear ... 

Finger 

Fire 

Fish ... 

Foot ... 

Forest 

Fowl ... 

Ku-tia 

Bg-inco 

Mu-rirco 

Hcoe 

Scoka 

M-sora

Hukco 

Dzcoco 

Matu-bzi 
J •iSO> j 
ma-sco 

Hcope 

Ku-tia 

\1u•rirco 

H0>e 

Scoka 

Guaca 

Huk0> 

Zcoco 

!\latu,bze 
Dz-isco 

Hcope 
l\1a-futa 

Ku-tia 

N-jcovco

'.\ltu-bvi 
J-icco ;
m-ecco

U-s0>

Saba 

Tun-duala(p/.) Mu-niie 

Mu-rirco Bas0>? 

A-bcobe C-andzi?

l\lu-kondco 1-nyau

Mi-ti Cati 

Hukco Kukco 

Zua 

Mu-luiigco 

Im-bwa 

Lu-vi. 
::\Iu-suii 

Ku-lcota 

Gcoma 
ln-gibe 

Zanda 

Djwco 

:\1ata-bze 
J •iSO> 

:'>1-esw 
Ma-futa 

Ku-tia 

Ciku-niie 

:'II u-rirco 

A-hwbe

Lu-s0>ka 

Mi-ti 

Hukco 

Gambco 
,,,, Dambco. 
Li-cigu; ma

'.\[u.fukwa. 
Gi-kuembco 

ln-yaiiga 

Im-bwa; 
pl. ji-rnbwa 
Lu-bati. 
Ki-kene. 
Li•dirnba. 
Ny-ai'igwa 

Ku-lora 
(i•erb). 
N-dorw; ji+

lii-gwma
N-jebe or 
:---zeve; ji +. 
Dema.
X-dejeli

Danza, 
Li-anza; 
m-andza

Jwvc:i>,
ln-jcovco.
En-i,olfco

l\la,cimba
L-isw or

D-ii,co ; pl.
ma•i,co

Gwe
Tsumbw.
;\la-fura

Babe.
Ny-ebe

Ku-taba,
Ku-caba

Lu-tico, Le-tiu.
:--;iy.aJa 

Dzirw,
ln-dzilw. 
::'lfu-nilw. 
N-delco

In-janje.
1,i-canve( pl.)
Ki-kaga;
�i-kaga
Ci-pama.
l\1-leiige.
Mul'1-gondw. 
Gi-rende 

Ti-simbw, 
Ti-sinya(pls.). 
Kwati. 
Li-kabe. 
Gi-tsiiiga 

Kugu 

... 

-

... 

... 

... 
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English 

Frog .. . 
Ghost .. . 

Giraffe 
Girl 

Goat ... 

,, (he) 
,. (she) ... 

God 

Grandparent 

65. 
Ci-teve 

R'-fuba. 
Cc-figejua. 
U-11ifiga

Budzi 

:.\Iw-luiigw 

Grass... :.\Iu-anje 

Ground Pa-si 

Ground-nut :\Ian-due 

Guinea-fowl Haiiga 

Gun Futi 

Hair Vuzi 

Hand ... Ny-ara 

Head ... M-sorw

Heart... ).l,oyw 

Heel Ci-kwkora ga 

Hide 
Hill 

n-swka

Hippopotamus :.\1-vu 

Hoe ... 
Honey 

Horn ... 

House ... 

Uci 

Ny,ai'iga 

Ny-umba 

----

1 

65 a. 
Ci-tombwji 

Ku-patika. 
Cc-i'igwaj<» 

Budzi 

".\Iw-lungw 

:.\Iw-enji 

Pa-si 

".\lan,zuiigw 

Haiiga 

Futi 

66. 
Roiigerw 

(Jfa.zarutw) 

Vuli 

:.\1-vuta? 

1-lumbe

J\Ia-tate 

:.\fa-vw 

Maiigera 

::\1-vuti 

67. 
Ci-rue 

Kw,coiw. 
Ka,ti11inzi<» 

Budzi 

Pe-zuiw 

;\I-cane 

Pa-nzi 

68. 
:.\Ia-�aiigane 

M-vuli

Buji 

1-lumbe

".\1a-nsua 

Pa-si 

).fan-dufigwmani ".\Ia-ndwim 

Paiigeya 

Ci-bamw 

Hukw 
i maiiga 

l\I-futi 

Vuzi Ma-vudzi (pl.) Zi-nue (pl.) :VIa-vudzi (pl.)

Ny-ala M-anja (pl.)

:.\l·sorw 

Ci,sisindw 

M-vuw

Uci 

Ny-aiiga 

Pasw, 
:.\1-pasw 

'\fy-ala 

\1-oyw 

Ki-rendze 

Vugw 

Pudzi 

Bi-zua 

Ny-umba 

S-anja 

Khanda 

Ci-ziw ur 
-ciziw

Ru-nyau 

Bwma 

U-iombe

Pondw

In-djw, 
ln-ji 

).Ju.sorw 

:\I-oyw 

Si-dimindw 

M-vuw

Suzi. 
Hu-uce 

Ny-ai'igu 

Ny-umba 

69. 
isengwe 

(Inhambane) 

In-zuti. 
Gi,kwembw 

Gi-ana-na, 
Cy-agaja-na. 
Gia-gadi-ana 

Psete. 
Buti, 
M-bute.

Poiigw; ji+ 

Tilw, 
I-tilw.
N-tsuma.
Nufigui'igulu

Gi-any�. 
Sinya. 
:.\fa-kuw. 
M.u-asia,na

).fa.fn. 

Sawa 
l\Ia-i'iga; ti+. 
N-ywme; ti+

Mafigera ; ji + 

:\f-benye. 
Ki-pisa. 
Gi-bamw 

:.\1i-sise. 
l\Iu-duju 

Gi-anja or 
C-anja; pl.
ma-nja

f:iwkw. 
�-sui'igw; mi-. 
:\fu,huiigw. 
i\1u-hugww 
Pala. 

Im-bilw. 
:\f-onyw; nu

Gi-renza. 
Gi-cinidw 

Li-dwww 
Gi-gonyw, 
Gi-gwmw 

M-vuw.
Em-bama

Pata; ma+
\\'u-lombe

Lu-nafiga. 
Ti-monza(pl.). 
Kwew 
Ny-umba, 

l\y-omba 
T2 

... .... ... . .. 

. " •-- .. , 

' . 
... I•• ... 

M,11,11. Im 

... 

i\Tu-solc.,;, 

". 
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---

67. 
Engl is Ci-teve Ci-tombwji Roi'igerw Ci-rue 

(Ila-zarutw) 

j 65 65,. j M. 

--- ·-- ---�--- -----·· 

Hunger K-zara
Husband 

Hyena Boi'igw 

Iron ... Simbi 

Island M-cetw

Ivory ... Maz-inC)) a 
ZWc.> 

Knee ... l\1a-ve (pl.)

Knife ... Ci-pai'iga 

Lake ... 

Leg Mu-renge 

Leopard Kamba 

Lion 

Lips Mu-rwmw 

Magic ... 

Maize ... Ma-bwnore 

Mau ... 

(pl.) 
Mu-ntu? 

Man, vir. lVl w-anarume 

Meat ... �y-ama 
Medicine 

Milk ... 

Monkey 
Moon ... 

!\1a-tede (pl.)
Mw-ezi 

Mother 
Mountain ... Ma-tundw (pl.)
Mouth 

K-zara

Boi'igw 

Simbi 

C-iwi

lny-ai'iga a 
Zc.>W 

1-bvi

Ci-panga 

Mu-refige 

Kamba 

Mu-rwmw 

Ma-bwnore 

Mu-ntu? 

Jaha. 
M-anarume

Ky-ama 

Tede 
Mw-edzi 

Duntw 

Zala N-jara

Dukw Pisi 

nu-tare Simbi 

Me-tundw (pl.) Ci-tsina 

Ny-ai'iga a 
jc.>W 

fu.lgwbvi 

Um-panga 

Gumbw 

Kamba 

Mu-lwmw 

Mu-lwi 

Ma-fundi 

Mw-analume 

�y-ama 

Samba 
Mw-eje 

? A-mai 
Duntw 

Pondw ra 
n-j=

Doyw

C-ikw

Mu-enze 

lii.-gwe 

Mu-iwmw 

Mumbw 

i\[u-ntu; 
a-ntu

Mu-esa

Ky-ama,zanc 

lny-aiiga 

Tawa 

LANG CAGES 

68. 69. 
l\:Ia-�aiigane �ei'igwe 

(Inhambane) 

Jala ln-jala 
Nwna. 

Muhwma. 
Mw-ama, 
Mw-ane 

Boiigw l\1-isi. 
Dugu; ma+ 

U-tare :;i-kedzi or 
Gi-kete ; �i-

Ci-lundw Gi-runzw, 
Gi-ruiigw 

Ny-ai'iga Lu-onzw. 
Li-nai'iga 
la n-jwvC)) 

Gwgwbvi Dzwlw. 
Pugumudi. 
Dondu; 
ma+ 

Ci-paiiga lllu-gala, 
N-kala.
Mu-kwa-na

Li-tsivu,
Li-civa.

Gumbw 

(Bimbi =
sea)

Nengi,
Neiige ; mi-.
Ri-tandw 

Kamba Iii-gwe. 
Kamba 

Bonde.>, 
Bonda 

l\Tu,lwmw Mi-lwmw or 

i\lu-loi 
I-nwmw (f,I.)

11-oi or
Bu-loi.

Ma-fundi 
Wu-iiaiiga

Ma-hira.
G1-fake

l\lu-tu? lllu-tu; pl .
ba-tu

M-anahume "'a-nuna.
Mu-ma;
ba-ma

Ny-ama Ky-ama
.i\Iu-rende;
mi-rende.
i\fa-kani

Ma-pisa
Kwlw ln-�wgw
Mw-eje Mw-ete.

N-gima,
l\Iu-gima

Maiji
Duntw Gi-gwmw; �i-

Gi-hwfu.
Li-kana.
Ci-�wfu

·•• .. 

. . . 

... 

... 

, .. 

..... JIii .... ... . . .. 

.. , 
... 

•I 

"' 
.... 
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65. 65 a. 66. 67. 68. 69.
English Ci-teve Ci-tombcoji Rongeroo Ci-riie l\fa-;;angane l5engwe

(Ba-zarutoo) (Inhambane) 

Nail (of finger Du-ara Dzipoo lndu-ala-na 
or toe) 

Dzipoo Du-ala Ki-kata. 
I-nunala.

Name ... Z-ina Z-ina Z-ina B-izoo Z-ina
Gi-ala; �i-

L-ina
Navel... .:.1u-rugoo.

.:,;/-dende
Neck ... :.VI-sipa M-sipa Huloo :.VI-sipa Huloo .:,;/-tamoo,

:N-amoo.

Night ... Sikoo '.Vl-sikoo Bu-sikoo Sukco U-sikoo

N-koolco;
pl. mi-

Bu-sikoo.
(Gi-dema =
darkness) 

Nose Tomfu; 
pl. ti+ 

Ox M-ombe Gabe rume Gombe Kc.>mc.> Kumdzi Bc.>a. 
mw-anabume Kuze. 

Paddle 
Hc.>be; ti+ 

Palm wine, U-cema Ci-sura, Bu-tsema Ku-kaya U-cema vVu-cema. 
beer U-cema Anga 

Parrot Guafiga Dzapazapa Guafiga 
Penis ... Borc.o Borc.o M-bc.>lco M-tondco M-bcolco Lu- or

Li-bcoloo 

Pig Kumba Gurue Kumba Gurue Kumba Kumba; ji+. 
lfi-guluwe 

Pigeon Jiwa Jiwa Dziba Jiwa Jiba Li-tuba 
Place ... Pa-m-tundc.> :.VIu-tundoo I-zue Mu-tundc.> Gi-ta. 

Mu-to, 
Mu-te. 

Rain M-vura :\I-vura Vula Ma-ndzi Vula 
Danga 

lm-vula. 
K-tsuma.
N-jaji

Rat Konzc.> Kundana; Gc.>sc.> Kundana Gonjc.> Konjua,
ma+ Konjc.>

Rhinoceros Bembere
River ... Mu-rambc.> :\I-fuia? :\Ie-lambco (pl.) M-fuia :\1e-lambc.> (pl.) Nambco. 

Mu-ccogco 
Road ... :.\I-seu. Patco Zira Jeia Jira Jera, 

Jira ln-jela, 
:N-jila; ji-

Salt Mu-nyu 
Shame 
Sheep ... Puizi Puizi Vuta Im-vu Vuta M-vuta.

W-ivco;
ti-ivc.>

Shield ... Dc.>bc.>
Shoulder Kata
Sister ... Hama Andi-atsi Datu-etoo Teta-je :\fa-kwerc.> (pl.).

N-dc.,ni
Skin ... Jcobco D= Soi'ige Ci-kumba Dcobc.> �onge. 

Di-zcobc.>, 
Li-dcowco. 

Sky .. . Gc.>re :\Ia-kore Krn-hombe Pc-zulc.> Gc.>le 
Ccogi 

Ba-cani. 

Slave ... 
N'-jaji 

Pumbi 

_,______.____I ___ _ 
.... 

I 14 •If 

.. , 
.... 

hi 
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65. 65 a. 66. 
English Ci-teve Ci-tombwji Rofigerw 

(Ila-zarutw) 

Sleep ... Hwpe Hwpe Hwpe 

Smoke Use Ji-utsi '.\fo,isi 

Snake Ny-wka Iny-wka Ny-wka 

Son, boy Mw-ana Ci-pgere. 
Mw-ana 

Niw-ana 

Song ... Ku-imba Runy-imbw Ku-emba 

Spear ... M-kondw M-kondCJ.> Mu-kondco 

Spirit, soul 

Star . . . Ny-erezi l\!y-erezi Ny-areje 

Dofiga Donga Stick ... Gori 
Stone ... Piie Ma-pue (jl/.) Bwe 

Stool ... 
Sun Zua Zua Zuba 

Tail 
Tear M-sunzi l\1a-scozi ( pl.) :-.te-swji (pl.) 

Testicles l\fa-cende Ma-cende l\fa-kendi 
Thief ... Kuba Bava Bava 

Thigh ... 

Thing ... Ci-rw Ji-re» Ci-rw 

Thorn Mi-zw (jJI.) Mi-zua ( pt.) Mu-ziia 

Tobacco Forga Forga Forga, 
Folya 

To-day Inyama-se Inyama-se Nyarna-si 

Toe Ji-nw re scoka Ji-nw Gurne 

To-morrow 

Tongue Uru-rimi Ru-rumi Lime 
Tooth ... Z-inw Z-inco \1-enCJ.> ( pl.) 

OF BANTU LANCUAGES 

67. 
Ci-riie 

Toiigw 

'.\lu-si 

In-hwka 

Mu-fana 

Ku-cabeia 

Ci-t'ibw 

Zinya-ezi (pl.) 

M-twma
I-ce

Tai'iga 

Zinyam-bezi 
( pl.) 

'.\fa-sende 
\V-iaba 

U-tw

Ema-hiva(lp/.) 

Gwai 

Inyarnu-ce 

Ji-nco-ja ra 
u-nyau

U-imi
Z-iw,
Z-inw

••-1~
69 

Ma-�afigane jSeiigwe 
(Inhambane) 

-- ----

Hwpe Bu,rofigw, 
Wu-roiigw 

Hu-isi Mu-si, 
\\"u-ci, 
Ww-zi 

Ny-wka Iny-wka or 
Ny-wga 

Mw-ana. .'\[w-ama-na 
Ci-pwerere 

Gwma. Lu-simw. 
Humbw Ku-imbelela 

:\Iu-kondw '.\Iu-kondw. 
Tari. 
Li-fumw. 
Klare; 
ma-klare 

Ci-kwembw. 
Li-pube» 

Tondw Jiny-eleji (pl.)?. 
Ny-uladi 

Gwri Noi'iga 
Bwe Ri-kwe or 

Ri-bwe. 
Gi-windi; ;;i-

Zuba Li-dambw. 
Li-ani. 
In-sani 

M-rwtw
'.\1:e-se»ji (pl.) Mi-f,!wti. 

Ronge; 
ma+ 

.'.\Ia-cende Ma-kenzi 
Bava U-kamba.

:\1-bafa; ji +
Tombi;

ma+
Ci-rw Gi-lw; ;;i-.

Ko-kare
Mu-siia Mw-iba.

Mu-ziia
or -tiia; mi-

Folya Fwle,
(Porhll{ttese 1-fwle
'Folha ') 

).yama-si .\1u-hunw. 
Nyamu-ci, 
Nyamu-ca. 
Nyau-se 

Ci-kume Lu-tihw, 
Li-tiu 

U-lime

::\Ia-figuane. 
Ji-mindu 

Lu-rime 
M-enco (pl.) D-inw;

ma-nw.
Li-kwaha;
ma-kwaha

l. 

"I 

.. 

.. . ... · ...... •-• .., ... 

... 
'" 
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English 
65. 

Ci-teve 

Town, village M-teroopa 
(Dutcli). 
Mu-zi 

Tree . . . :\'lu-ti 

Twins Manyam-biri 

Urine ... Tundw 

War ... Fume.> 

Water Kuma 
Well, spring, 
source 

White man Mu-zungoo 

Wife ... :Mu-kazi 

Wind ... Dutw 

Witch M-roi

Witchcraft 

Woman Mwana-kazi 

Womb 
Wood (fire
wood) 

Yam 
Year ... 

Yesterday ... 

Zebra ... 

One ... 

Two ... 

M-fisore
Kore

Poosi. 
•mwe

Piri, 
-wiri

65 a. 
Ci-tombooji 

Diroopa. 
Mu-11a 

Mbu-ti. 
Mu-ti 

1'Ianyam-biri 

Tunda 

Hwondw 

M-vura

Mu-zuiigw 

:.1u-kadzi 

Dutoo 

U-takati

Mw-adzi mai 

M-fisore
Kore

PCJ>si. 
-mwe

Piri, 
-wiri

-·

66. 7. 
Rofigeroo riie 

(Ba-zarutoo) 

Ny-ika 
ba-zufigoo 1

Mu-ti 

Ma-tundCJ> 

Imbi 

Vula 

Diroopa. 
I-kaya

M-ti

Ma-pacw 

Mi-tundw 

U-imbi

:.vra-ndzi 

Mu-zuiigw; ba· Mu-iufigoo; 
a-iufigw

M-fazi

M-pepw

l\fo-loi 

Mwana-kaji 

Gole 

Pwsa. 
-mwe

Pire, 
-wire

M-vya

Ku-fikui 

M-fazi

Mu-karara 
Zuia ra 
pe-zuiw 

Mu-nyi, 
-nye

-bibi

1 Lit.: 'country of tke white man', 

68. 
l\fa-�ai'igane 

Ny-ika ya 
ba-zuiigw 

Mu-ti 

Manya-hire 

Ma-tundCJ> 

Imbi 

Kuma 

69. 
�eiigwe 

(Inhambane) 

N-te;
mi-te.
N-dafiga

Mu-;;;imbCJ>.
Mu-ri.
N -tanda; me

Ma-ha;sa,
Ma-pasa 

M u-runzCJ>, 
Ku-rundza 
(verq) 

Li-tunga. 
Tsufiga. 
Ny-umpi. 
Ny-imbi. 
lny-epe 

Ma-ti 
Nambw 

Mu-zuiigCJ>; ba· Mu-lufigCJ>; ba

Mu-kate or 
G-ade.

M-pepc.o

Mu-loi 

Mwana-kaji 

Gore 

PCJ>sa. 
-mwe

-wire

Ng-aja
N-kayi.

Li-pubc.>
Noi,

1-nCJ>i,
Doi

Wu-iiaiiga.
Bu-roi (?)

Mwaii.-gaji.
Nyamayi.
Mu-gade:

Tiii-gwni 

Mw-aga; mi-. 
Lembe. 
Mu-giia 

Nya-noya. 
Bu-nCJ>Va. 
Nya-tUlOl 

Mafigua 

-mue.
MoyCJ>.
Mwedw,
Moidw

-m-bire,
-bill,
-vili.
-here,
-bede

... ··• 

... 
I•• 

... 

'" 
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65. 65 a. 66. 67. 68. 69. 
English Ci-teve Ci•tombwji Roiigerw Ci-riie Ma-�iigane �eiigwe 

(lla•zarutw) (Inhambane) 

Three ... •tatw -tatw -tatco -tatu -tatw -raru.
-tarrw,
•rart»

Four ... •na -na Mu-na, -ne Mu-na, -ne,
-na -na. -ni,

Mu-Ioiiga •lla
mu-na

Five . .. 

-�Cl.) -�Cl.) 
-r_anr.>. -�nc.> -i;ant» Li-bande or 

Hu-bande or Ru-bande. 
Lu-bande -tant»,

•fjallc.>
Six Tandatt» Tandatw Tandatw. •/>anw na Tandatr.>. Tandarw 

l\lamu-mwe me-tu Mamu-mwe (old). 
(or mu•ntu) Li-bande na 
mu-nye li-mwedw.

•/>anr.>•a• 
h-mwe.
Ni-ji-mwe 

Seven ... Ci-nwme Ci-nt»me Ci-nomwe. •ranc.> na Nwmwe Li-bande na 
Nami-vire a-ntr.> -bill.

a-bihi Ki-ji-m-bili
Eight ... Sere Sere Sere. -ranw na Sere, Li-bande na 

N'ame-tatw a•ntw I-sere. tatu. 
a-tatw Name-ta too N i-ji-n-arr.> 

Nine ... Femba-mwe Femba-mwe Fumba-mwe -ran<» na a-nto.> Fumba-mwe Li-bande
wa-ne na-nii. 

Numu-ne. 
-�anw
a-mu-ne

Ten Gurne Gnme Kue-gume �ume Gurne Kume or
Li-kumi 

Eleven Gurne na Gnme na Sume-mu-mwe �ume na Snme ina Kumi ni 
i-rnwe i-mwe mu,ntu mu-mwe i-mwe.

mu-nyc Kumi na 
mwedr.> 

Twenty J\la-kum' Ma-knm' :\fa•kum' Ma-1>um' Ma-kum' :.\Ja-kum' 
a-biri a-biri a-wire a-bibi a-wire bari I or

Ma-kum' 
a,birre or
:\la-kumi 
ma-bili 

Thirty i\la-kum' l\1a-kum' :\fa-kum' :\la-�um' :.\fa-kum' :ita-kumi 
a-tatw a-tatt» a-tatw a-tatw a-tatw ma-raru. 

Ma-kum' 
an-arrr.> 

Forty ... :\la-kum' Ma-kum' :\Ia-kum•a-nii Ma-1>um' Ma-kum•a• Ma-kumi 
araiigwmu-na araiigwmu-na wa-ne loi'igw-mu-na ma-nii. 

Mu-na-ma-na-
kume 

Fifty ... Ma-kum' Ma-kum' Ma-kum' :\fa-1mme '.\1a-kum' Ru•bande 
a-ran(I) a-ranco a-rant» a-ranco a-;,ant» lama-kumi. 

Tana-mana· 
kume 
l\la-kumi 
li-bande 2 

1 Not.: the /Vest African -bari ('two') ·, Sixty= Ru-bande (Ru-pande) na ma-kumi na kumi mwedo.> (Bleck).

.Ill Iii 
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English 
65. 

Ci-teve 

Hundred Zana 

Thousand... Zana gume 

I, me, my ... 

Thou, thee, thy I-wewe. 
-a•kca>

He, him, his 

We, us, our 

Ye, you, your 

They, them, 
their 

All 

This, these 

That, those 

I-ena.
u ..

-a-ke

Tisca>, 
I-susu.
-a•dca>

J•ese, 
-ese

u 

Bad , .. Ka-�ata 

Black ... -�ipa

Female -kazi
Fierce, sharp, 
bitter 

Good . .. Ka-naka 

65 a. 
Ci-tombwji 

Zana 

Zana gume 

1-nini.
-a-ngca>

1-wewe.
-a-kca>

I-ena.
-a-kwe

Mu-ese. 
-e-nyca>

-ese

-kadzi

-dizi.
Ka-naka

66. 67. 

- --F--
Rongerw Ci-riie 

(Ba-zarutw) 
------ · - --

Zana 

? Lu-bande 
ma-zana 
{? 500) 

Ki-ne. I-ne. 
Di-, D'·, Ni•. 
-di-.
-a-ngw

K-ena.
-a•kca>

Ki-na. 
-a-�

-ose

-sipa

-a sate

-yana

Zana. Zana 
(ri-nye = one)

Zana �ume or Gumi 
t5ume na na-ma-zana 
ma-zana 

Mi-na. 
-ha-me

I-ena-iro.
Yu-.
-a-kwe

Tica>-kro. 
Si-. 
-iti ; -ki-ti

Iongwe.
a-nu

-onge

-ya

-ka-bie

-nyama

.faza-na 

·Ce 

Mi-na, I-ne, 
Mi-. 
•lli•,•D•.
-a-ne

We-na. I-we

Ti-na. Itu 

We-fia 

-ofike

-nyame,
-nunyame

-a-sate

-selya

6�. 
�efigwe 

(Inhambane) 

Li-zane 

Kume 
gama-zana. 
Ma-zana kumi 

Eni. 
Nyi•. 
,nyi. 
-a-figu, -a-ne

Uwe, Iwe.
u ..

-uwe. -a-gw
Uye. Oyu.
U-,A-.
-mu-.
-a-ye, -a-ge

Hihi.
Hi-.
-hi-. -a-tu

Enu. 
Mu-. 

-mu-, -mi-.
-a-nu

Aha.
Ba-.
-y-awe, -a-we

-o�e?
N-tsabw,
Cabw

Uyu, awa;
uwu, ii;
ili, aya;
egi, epi; 
CJ"C, 

•Ye.> (u-yw,
ki-yw, &,c.)

-le (u-le, &c.)

Kw-i-pa. 
Ka-ndigwadi. 
1-bi-hele

-ntima,
-nlima.
Ny-ipula

-a-sate

-cambe,
-camba.
-i-nene

_I 

:Ue-
-,L.o 

Isa:, 
-b ril 

lJw 

-ondc.>o> 

Ka-;.ata. 
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65. 65a. 66. 67. 1 68. 69.
English Ci-teve Ci-tombwji I Ro.iigerw Ci-rue l\fa-�angane �ei'igwe

I ( J3a-zarutw) I I (Inhambane) 

Great ... -kurw -hurw -reba -kuiw -da ·lera.
-de.
-ko.iigwlc.o

Little ... -dc.okw -dwkw -dwkw-ane -n-iina -muny-anc -scogwny-ane,
-muny-ane.
-dwkw-ana.
In-dwtCl>

Long ... -te -la-pile
Male -rume -rume -ana run\e -duna -ndCl>da -nuna.

-hume -ndCl>da
Old -kalekale;

-kuramba.
-cikwa.
O-kumbele

Red -a-fa vi-la
Rotten -wenila
Short ... -fupi,

-fubi
Sick -dwale
White -cena -cena -�na, -cwpe -�pe •f!Cl)pe ;

-cena •f!Cna

Above, up, on Bindi. 
top Ba-cani 

Before I-mbele or
Mbeli

Behind Tagc.o ku-.
Hw-ane 

Below,down Baba-ci. 
Ba-si 

Far Mw-ingCl> 
Here . . . PondCl>pw lapa Kwaba. 

Kunaba 
In, inside 1-ndani 
Middle Ba-kori 
Near ... Va-fupi or

lla,fubi 
Outside Baba-nt 
Plenty, many, -bea -gCl>na, Anda -bea -iiige -zitere. 
much -bea -iiigi

There ... Apw lw Genw le Na-paia AbCl>. 
Aba 

Where? lti-pi? 
Ba-pe? 
B-ebi?

No! Abina! Ne! 

Karu! 
Not ( with verb, A- A- A- A- -ka-; -si-; 
as prefix, in-
fix, or suffix) 

-iiga-.
-mwalw
(willt no1111s). 
Gima= 
never. Ter-
minal-a 
changes to -i 

I Compare Swahili Tele. 

... 

rlo 

... 

,.-

,. 
... 

r-:-

1-i 
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i 
-

65. 65 a. 66. 67. 68. 69. 
English Ci-teve Ci-tombwji Rofigeroo Ci-rue Ma-�figane P.efigwe 

(Ila-zarutoo) (fohambane) 

Ku- Ku- Ku- Ku- Ku- Ku-
beat 

-tang
-
�? 

-beta
buy,sell -tanya -tefiga,

-refiga, or
-;iawa 

come -via -via -iiya -buya -buya -ta.
-bua,

cut 
-buya

-kooka.

-pila
dance -tamba -tamba -lamba -ajaia -sina -hana.

-kina,
-gina

die .fa .fa .fa .fa .fa -fa
eat -rga -dia -n;a? -lya -la or -ga
give -pa -pa •pa -nika -nika -nifiga.

-ba
go ... -nenda,

-enda
-enda -pinda -hamba -ambia? -ya.

-inda or 
-enda

kill -orai -oraya -gula -buiaya -gumia -gubia.
-jaya.
-sofiga

know -gisiva -zuia -ziziwa -wiaazi? ti ea-gu-aze . ) 

-tiba
laugh -seka -seka -seka -�eka -seka -hega,

•l'leka
leave off, -di,sa,

cease -dica.
-ciya

love,want -funa. -funa -funa?
-bzifiga -halaja

see -oona c.ona -boona -ona -wona.

sit,remain, 
abide 

(-keja = 

look) 
-kala

sleep ... -lala,
-ilala.
-rooama

stand,stop, -emila,
be erect -ema

steal ... -ba -ba -ba -ba

PREFIXES AND CONCORDS IN CI-TEVE, CI-TOMBWJI, CI-RUE, RONGERW 
AND MA-�ANGANE 

Preprefixes are present in Classes 9 and 11. 

Class I. Mu-, M-, A-1 (concord, ?) ; 2. Ba-, A- (Ci-riie) (ba-, a); 3. Mu-, M-,? Gu- (?); 4. Mi-, 
Me- (?); 5. Ji-, Dzi-, - (ri); 6. Ma- (a); 7. Ci-, Ji•, Ki- (ci); 8. ?Bzi- (?); 9. In- (Im•), Iny-, Ufi-, N-, 
Ny., - (?); 10. same as 9 ?, Zi- (Ci-riie) (zi); I 1. Uroo-, Ulu-, Ru- (ru, lu); 12. ? missing; 13. Ka? 
(Ci-riie) (?); 14. U-, Hu-, By-, Bg-, Bu- (concord probably same as prefix); 15. Ku-; 16. Pa-, Pe
(pa); 17. ? (-ni, -ne); ? 18. Gu-. 

The Nya- (lnya-) prefix is present. 
1 ? A- 11011,rinfic. 

" 

. ,. 
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PREFIXES, &c., IN �ENGWE (INHAMBANE) 

Traces of preprefixes. 

Class I. Mu-, M-, Wa-1 (mu-, yu, lt ?) ; 2. Ba•, Wa- (ba) ; 3. Mu-, M•, N, (wu ?) ; 4. Mi- (i); 5. Li-, 
Di-, D', - (Ii); 6. Ma- (ma-, ya); 7. Gi-, Ki- (gi, ki); 8. �i-, �•- (in dialects, Zi-, Bzi-) (�i-); 9. In, 
(Im-), N,, Ny-, - (i, n-); 10. Jin,, JV (ji); 11. Lu• (lu); 12. ? missing; 13. ? missing; 14. Wu-, Vu
Bu, (u•, bu); 15. Ku,, Hu- (Ku-) (ku); 16. Ba•, Va, (pa-, ba, va-); 17. ? Im- (-ni, -ne). 

The Nya- prefix is present and the -ana dimin. suffix. 

65. Citeve is spoken behind the Sofala coast of Portuguese South-east Africa, east of the Rhodesian
frontier, between the Upper Pufigwe river and the Buziro. 

65 a. Citombc.oji is spoken in the region behind Sofala, about the upper waters of the Buziro and as 
far south as the Sabi. 

66. Roiigerc.o is spoken on the Bazarutro coast and islands south of the Lower Sabi river.

67. Ciriie is spoken in the Bwriie country and Gorofigwza, between the Rhodesian frontier on the
west and the Sofala-Zambezi coast belt. 

68. Ma!laiigane is spoken between the Middle Sabi river and the Limpwpw, east of the Rhodesian
frontier; also in southernmost Rhodesia. 

69. i:;eiigwe is spoken in the coast district of Inhambnne from Cape S;lo Sebastiao to Cape Corrientes.

' Wa- (u/ Class), perltaj>s, is honorific. 1 Perhaps in some dialects Tin•, Ti-.



GROUP R 

THE ?ENGvVE-RONGA LANGUAGES (continued) 

70. Coopi or ?i-tswa (?i•lenge, Hlefigwe)
7 1. Thofiga or Ronga 1 

GROUP S 

71 e. ?i-loi (Nwa-lungoo) 
71 f. ;,i,gwamba 

THE BECUANA-TRANSVAAL LANGUAGES 

English 

72. Ci-venda

1
73.

_
Se-suth� 

____ 
7: a. Se•pedi (Peli)

70. 71. 71e. 71f. 72 73, 
Cwpi or Roi'iga �i-loi or ?i•gwamba ' Ci•venda Se,suthw 

,ri•tswa Nwa,lufigw 
1 7 3 a. Se,pedi 

i/ii•lefige, 
i efigwe ?)

_ __ __ ___ _l _
Adze ... 
Anin1al, wild 

beast 

Ant 

Ant, white 
(termite) 

Arm ... 

N,zai'iga 
Ci•hari 

Vu,swkwti 
(ants in 
swarms) 

Mu-swa. 
Vu,swhaha 

Pwkw 

Arrow N,gwve, 
N •tsiri.
N,seve 

�i-kwmu 
?i-hari 

N-sukwti,
Bu-sukwti 

Bwkw; ma+ 

?i-hari. 
?i•vanja,na 

N-sukwti Vu,sukwti 

l\fo-hlwa 

Bwkw ; m'a+ Vwkw; ma+ 

Cem-beti N•seve; 
mi,seve 

Axe ... N-.gwangwa; Kaula; ma+ ?i-hlwka 
CJ-

BabOOil Fene; M-fene; ti+
pl. tsi +. 
Psene or
Pryene 

Back ... ... N-sana N-hlana Mw-hlana; me- N,hlana 

Banana 

Beard ... 

Bee 

Belly ... 

N-komva.
N-cei'ige;
n-tsei'ige 

Ci-letsu 

Nombe; tsi
( pl.) 

Mimba. 
Siisii 

N-sefige

Ma-lepfu (j>l.). Ma-lebvu 
ln,defw 

N-kombva

.Ma-lebvu

Ny-w�i; ti+ 

Khwiri 

Lu-kwea 
Ci-puka. 

Ci-dwdw. 
Ci-vanda 

Lu-snnzi 

Mu-cenze. 
:Mu-tywa 

Vwhw; ma+. 
C-anda

Mu-sevhe

:M.badw 

Tyhwhw, 
Thwbw 

Mu-tana 

Mu-omva 

N,debvu . 
Lu-lebvu, 
Ku,debvu

K-wci

Thumbu

Petlw 
Se-cedi. 
Se-wka. 
Se-bata•na 

Phwphwlw 

iVIw-swa, 
Vw-swa 

Le-tswxw; 
ma-vwxw. 
!vi w•Xwnw; me• 
Mw-kwvo; me-. 
Mw-seme; me-. 
;\·lwsevw. 
Mw-tswe. 
Mc0-tsii 

Lw-mela. 
Se-lepe 

Mcu•kwni. 
Cwene 

Mw-tlhana, 
Mw,hlana.
Mw-kwtw. 
Se-hwlwhwlw 

Ma,lelu ; -telu 

N-wse.
Le-pwka-nc 

Mw-rwpa. 
Lw-vala; 
pl. li-pala. 
Sc-nana 
(abdomen) 

1 According to 11. Junod, Thoi'iga or Ronga divides into flu following dialects: 71 a Bila (nort/1-east); 71 b 
1;llanganu ("."est); 71 c Jonga \West centrall; 7 I d :,i-konde (soutli, on Mf:/mta rive�)- ?i-loi 71 e, of tf1e Nortli-east
I ra11svaal, is probably only a dialect ef Thonga; and tlie same must be said about :,1-gwamba. 

I•" ... 

,. 

, .. 

I LI, 



ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

------�------,----- ----

--

English 
71. 

Rofiga 
71 e, 

�i-loi or 
Nwa-lungo., 

-?i-g���ba
l 

Ci-Z!�d

-

a j 
_

Se,:lthw 
73 a. Se-pedi 

-- -

Bird Ci-nyana 

Blood ... Nwha 

Body ... :\1-idi; pl. mi+ 

Bone •.. Rambw; ma+ 

Borassus palm N"-lala; mi-
Bow .. . Vu-lasu 

Bowels 

Brains W-ofiga

Breast (man's) N-ganga; 
itsi+. 
Ci-fuba 

Breast 
(woman's) 

Brother 

Buffalo 

Bull ... 

Cumbu; 
tsi+, ti+ 

Makwa. 
Nofigw 

Ny,ahi 

:\1-bwwa. 
Duna 

Nyanya-na 

N-gati

M-iri

Rambu; ma+ 

Ci-tamulo., 

Ndeu; 
ti-ndeu. 
Rumbu;ma+ 

B-ofigwe; ma+ 

?i-fuba 

Bele; ma+ 

Makwa.1 

N-disa-na

Ny-ai-i 

N-kuzi ; ti+

Buttocks ... :\Ia-taku (pl.). N-caku, 
:-.y-onga; tsi- K-thaku 

?i-�yanya-na; 
SWI-

N-gati 

Mm-eri; mi+ 

Rambo.,; ma+ Rambw; ma+ 

Vu-ra 

Ma-rumbu 

ny-oiigw 

?i-fuva 

Makwa 

Ky-ari 

K-jakw; ti+ 

Ci-nwni ; zwi-

Ma-lofha 

Mu-vili 

i:,ambw 

Vu-ra 

Ma-rumbu. 
Vhu-la 

Vhu,luvhi 

Damu 

::\fu-kwma-na. 
;\.[u-rathu 

N-ari

M-bwhw
(cf. root 1uords 

f"r' Buffalo') 

::\fa-raho., or 
Mu-rahu 

Canoe ... 

Cat 

Gw,aru. 
Tare.> 

By-atu. 
ln-cene 

?i-paka-na 

By-aco.> ; ma+, Guiigwa 
?i-kaka-fu 

?i•maiiga 

Charcoal ... 

W-oi'iga.
(Tsimba =
a wild cat or
leopard)

Khala Khala; ma+ 

1 Makw'eru = my, lit. '{)Ur' brol/zer. 
Makw-enu = tlry (your) brotlzer.
Makw-abu = l1is (their) brother,

Ci-mange. 
Phaha 

Non' 
No�ya-na 

:\1 a-Ii. 
Le-teli 

l\lm-ele, 
Se-vele, 
::\[ro,vele 

Le-xwele. 
Le-i,apw ; pl.
ma-rap(o). 

Vo,ra. 
N-kwpe.
Se,phetha

V<o-la.
Ma-umw.
Se-bw

Vw,(o)kw,
\'w-bwkw

Se,fexa or
-pbexa.
�e-i:uba.
!:>e-fura ; le-.
Peta

Le-tsele;
ma-vele

�-naka.
Nw-ana 
( with j){)SS. 
pro11111m). 
Wa-mine. 
Mw-ena. 
J\lro•x(o)lw. 
Mro-nya-nc 

�-are. 
Kxwlumw 

P=, 
Pwhw, 
Pbwlw. 
Kxwtwkw 

Sc-bono. 
Sc-vunu. 
\[ro-raxw; 
me· 
Se•;(o)pa. 
Le-rac.> 

:\lw-korw 

Phaxa. 
Se-maka. 
Tlwli 

T 

••• 

II 

.. , ... 

• I 

.. 
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ChJla .. ... 

C 111111:ey 

Dc1 .. 

lJQll.ti,}' 
n-(I I rL 

~ 
am ... 

Dru111 ,, .. , 
i - .... 

.. , 

'[k..,.; 
[JL.J,j 

T-lb:i r 
• ambl! 

,wm 

~ .aiy...;., a_ 
~ 

1-· Ill 
I 1-i:.D Flllllll. -
I, ...,,,l) 

YI- 11 

Sililu: •~; 
I 'I lll; m, 

( . b'jl!. -11:1 . ., 
•• b 

Nor.:.:: 
Ill -h,0r't. 

I Pod}' • 
n1.111cdyr1 

<I I pf'11 

•I 

., 

~I L 7').. 
~1•:j::W 1!-r., I ••JJWII 

lwa.J Khi,:,a 

i..niiml 

T- ""'I 11 

1-

T11U11lya 

"'1· 11..ldA 

•Wl!!D.11. 

I It- I, 
.DJ•u\tlm. 

ft ii~ 

' .. u- h C /J/.. 
mn h tlli 
1 u-ior.oo : rnl-

I \11! 

um tip. • 
I ,J;, ,'Iii 
(ianda: 

,kp,111dn.) 
to. ,i:,r.ru 

K:u.;t! 
).b,-~ 
),f;,,,..,ff 
(L ,lm11m 1 -
.., .h-,,,> 

ffW-illlJi, 
L\',ttJ!I.: 

• r•i:!'ue 
N l;; 
,, R:<:', J;:",-1'-.ll>ll') 

,;j. 

ll ; 
'lit• 
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. Ll.upe 

Ph-: 
I'• 

I j,'J:i:rn:,, 
fm-'lun1 • 
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TI~i;Lllla..i 
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English 

Excrement 

Eye 

Mi-cimba (pl.). 
N-dwve

D•iS<I) ;
ma•s<o>

T-ihloo:
tna-hlu

Face,forehead K<o>he; tsi +. Hu•Sc.> . R-isc.>

Fat 

Father 

Fear ... 

Finger 

Fire, heat ... 

Fish 
Foot 

Forest 

Fowl 

Frog 

Ghost ... 

Giraffe 

Girl 

Ma-s<o>-ni. 
:'11-ombc.o 

;_',fa.fora or

Ma-fuba 

Tati 

Ci-ta vu. 
Ku-tava 
('verb} 

Li-tsih<o> 
( pl. tsi-) 

:N-diloo, 
N-dilu.
(Ku-wka = to
warm oneself.
-wka = roast.

-c.ota, root

word)
Tsanzi ; tsi +
N-kondw

N-guku

N-guluvi.
M-oya

L-isoo.
;\1-ombc.> 

Ma-fura 

Tata-na. 
Rorw'
(Rorw' anga= 
my father, 
&c.) 

Du-toya. K-cabu
N-cabu,
Ku-caba

Li-tihw; tin-

N-dyiloo; mi-.
(M•otye""
lig/1! ef fire)

N-hlam pfi; ti +
N-kondyw; mi·

l\1u,chu, 
Mu-thu. 
N-timu

N-kuku,
Huku 

\[-oya 

.N-hutlwa or 
Huhlu 

Li-kenji. i\ -hwa-na ; 
Ci-kunzu. wan-hwa-na 
Mu-hora-na. 
:Nya-mayi. 
l\1-biri 

Ma-cimba 

T-ihl<o>; ma+

M-ombw

Tati-ana 

Ri-tihoo; pl.
tin-tihoo 

N-jilco ;
mi-riloo

K-hlampfi
Nenge;
mi-leiige

?i-hlahla 

Huku 

\1-oya 

�-hwa-na; 
ba,hwa-na 

:.\1a-cimba 

Itc.), 
D-itoo,
D-isw;
m-esoo,
ma•t(.j)

Khwfe, 
Kh<o>fe-ni. 
Ci-fatuww 

Ma-pfura 

Khootsi 

Ny-wfhw 

Mu-nwe. 
Gu-nwe 
( big finger,
thumb) 

Mu-liloo. 
:.\I-otw 
(poetical) 

Khoovhe 
::\Iu-lenze 

Daka 

Khuhu 

Ci-runzi 

!l!u-sidz-tma 

7}• Sc-suthC.:, 
7 3 a. Se-p�di 

Le-sepa. 
Le-thete 

Le•iS<I); 
ma,!1(1) 

Mw-xwfe. 
Phatoo. 
Se-fata. 
Le-bala 

'.\fa-iura, 
Ma-fura. 
Vw-nwna 

Rara, 
Hara. 
N-tata.
Papa

Mw-voifc.>. 
Tsaboo 

Mw-nc.> ; 
tnC•llc.> 
\[w-nw-ana 

Mw-leloo, 
Vw-liloo. 

M-olloo (73 a)

XIapi 
Le- or

I.w-naw.
Le-ootw, 
Le-kwtc.> 

Se-kxwa. 
Mo-ri:i (73 a) 

Kxwxc.>, 
\[w,kookc.> 

Se-hwhw. 
N-ketu.
N-kwla-nc

'.\1w-Iimw; me-

Thuhlw, 
1hutwa, 
Thutoo 

::\ton-tsana. 
ll'lw-nyana. 
'.\lw-ale, 
Nw-ale; 
Y-ale.
'.\loi-thepa

.. , 

. Ja 

·-cavw 

..... . ... 
I' 

" 
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70. 71. 71 e. 7If. 72. 73-English Cc.>pi or Ronga ?i•loi or ?i-gwamba Ci-venda Se-srithw?i-tswa Nwa-lui'igc.>
73a. Se-p�di/:,i-lenge,

Hlengwe 1)
- --

Goat ... Poi'igc.> :'11-buti. J\l-buti M-budzi Puli
?im-but-ana
=

_
kid; pl. 

" 
(he) ... Ma-boiigwe p�l-

Thwkc.>.
Phwkc.>

" 
(she) M-beha Mw-ribi

God In-kulukumba. /'i•kwembu Mu-dzimu Mw-limw
(N-guluvi =
"departed
spirit) 

Grandparent K<J>kw-ani KCQkw-ana Kc.>kw-ana :\1a-khulu (pl.) Mw•Xc.>lc.>:itCQ}c.,.
N-kxwnw �-Kwkc.>, 
Kuku.
Rra-kxwlw o

Grass ... Vu-asi By-anyi By-anye H-atsi. Vw-yan,
Fundwi; V�•an.
ma-hundwi Mc,i-nyane

Ground Ma-fu :\1i-saba ( pl.) :\Ii-saba ( pl.)
(tliic� grass)

Vw-thew.:\Ia-vu
Lefa-ce.
Mw-bii

Ground-nut Tsi-numi or Ma-nza (pl.) .N-duhu T-liiii,
Ti-numi Tiiii,

1i+ or ri+
Guinea-fowl '.11-haiigela Maiigelu Khanga Kxaka
Gun Ci-bamu r5i-balesa ?i-bamc.> Ci-bamu Tlbc.>bolw.

:\Ioo,pwpc.>
Hair ... N-sisi �-sisi N-sisi :\fa-vudzi. :'lloo-riri

Mam-wele
Hand ... D-anza; ?i-papa ?•andla C-anda Le•bc.>hoo.

m-anza Sc-atla,
Sc-ata;
pl. ti- or ri-
Mw-xoonCQ;
me-

Head ... I-;mfigu, .N-hlc.>kc.>; mi+ N-hlwkw Thohw Hlc.>hoo.
l n,;miigu Xlwkw 

Heart ... \1-bilu :\1-bilu M-bilu :\I-bilu Pelco
Heel Ci-hende :,i-renje �i-renje ; swi- Ci-rethe Se-rethe
Hide /'i-khmnba. 1-hloi'ige Mu-ktm1ba Mrn-kxwpa.

N-tehc Le-papa.
Se-tlalwHill Ci-dyuri K-tyuiiga Ganza Ku-tava. Thava-na

:\1u-vhundu
Hippopotamus :\1-vulwa :M-pfubu. M-pfuvu l\1,vuvu Kuvu; ti-.

(Nwa-m-pfubu, Ma-rwta-nc
Hoe

ltonorijiL)
... N-suka /'i-k<J>IllUj swi- Dzembe; Se-xwma .

ma-lembe :'lfo1•hwmaHoney \'u-lombe Bu-lombe Vu-lombe Vu-ci. V•wse,
Mu-toli ::',l,oose.

Li,hondw ; pl.
Le-tl(l)liHorn ... Kehw Rim-honjw Lu-nafiga Naka

tim-hondc.o (Se·, Loo-).
Le-phwt(I)

1114 I) 

__ ._I_ 
ill•III! 

..... 



English 

House ... 

Hunger 

Husband 

Hyena 

Iron ... 

Island 
Ivory ... 

Knee ... 

Knife ... 

Lake 

Leg 

Leopard 

Lion 

Lips 

Magic ... 

Maize ... 

ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULJ\RIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

70. 

Cc.>pi or
Si-tswa 

(;,i-lefige, 
Hlei'igwe?) 

71. 

Rofiga 
71 e. 

:,i-loi or 
Nwa-lufigco 

71 f. 
?i•gwamba 

72. 

Ci-venda 

�----- ----------- -----

Ny-umba. 
Kaya (!tome).
Vw-akori 

N-zala 

Yin-dlu ; ti+. 
Kaya 

N,dlala 

:Mw-aha•na; va- Nuna. 

Ci-kete 

Ci-ruiigu 

Dundu, 
Lundu; 
pl. tsi+ 

Mu,kwa 

Nefige 

N,gala, 
Nala 

N-lebete;
mi-lebete

Vu-fiafiga.
Vu-loyi

�fa.faki 

N-kata; ba
M-hisi

N-simbi

Tswlw 

Mu-kwa; mi-

Tiba; ma+. 
(Lw-andle 1 = 
sea) 

Nefige; 
mi,lefige 

Yiii-gwe 

N-dyau; ti+.
N-gala

Nwmw; 
mi,lwmc.> 

Vu-roi 

N-dyafigw

N,dlala 

M-hisi

N-simbi

Yiii-gwe 

Yin-dhlu 

N-dlala.

Nuna; Ya+

:'11-hisi

N-simbi

?i-hlala 

:\lu,kwana 

Tiva 

Nefige 

Yiii-gwe 

:N-du, 
Ku-du, 
Li-du. 
{Vumba = 
day walls o_/ 
lzouse) 

N-dala

::\1ii-nna

Phele

Tsimbi.
Lu-rale 
(metal). 
N-gwedi
(iron ore) 

Ci-tafiga-dzime 
I.u-nafiga 
lwa n-dwu 

Gwna. 
N-dolw

Lu-fafiga; pl.
phai'iga. 
(Ku-panga = 
small knife, 
Baiiga = 
lar;ge knife) 

Dzivha 

Gw,endw, 
;'lfw-endw 

N-gwe

N-dau

Nwmw; ::\li-lc.>mw (pl.)
mi-lwmc.>

Swa vufi-gwma :\Ia-dambi.
;\fa-lingw. 
\'u,fiafiga 

:\la-vele Ci-kwli 

73. 
Sc,sfithw 

73 a. Sc-pedi 

N-tlu; ti-.
N-tw; pl.
rna-tw.
(Le•tS<l)pa,
Mw-vcopa =
clay walls 
of a house) 
(-umba). 
i\Iw-akw; j,!.
ni-akw. 
(Hae= home)

Tlala. 
Le-phafu 

Twta. 
Bw•hali 

Phiri. 
Le-firi-tswane 

Vm-rale, 
Vrn,rala 

Se-keli 
Se,lwpa 

Khuru. 
Le-fiole. 
Le-twlw 

M<o-faka, 
Mo.>-phaka. 
Se-thipa 

Le-wata. 
Lc-tsa 
Le-watle 2 

Le-kwtw. 
Le-wtw. 
Mw-wmw 

N-kwe.
Le,fiaw.
Le,pwxw

Tau.
Le-kakuba 

Pwunama. 
l\lc,>-lwmc.>; me

\'w-fephe. 
Vw-loi. 
(Xo>-loya = 
to b, witclt) ' 

Se-fela. Cbake 

1 Evidently borrtrdledfrom Zulu. 1 Lc-(l)atle is tlu: ;:>osa Ulw-andhle (-anja) = sea.
3 A ddilionffl words for magic and magician, soothsayer, di7Jiner, 6~<'., £11 Se-stthw :-l\f w-kwme, \' w-loi, :\ I w-loi, 

'.\Iw-lekw, -leka, -lwa, ,lwea. 

' . 
... Cmlui 

•-
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70. 7J. 71 e. 71 f. 72. 73. 
English Ccopi or Ronga �i-loi or ?i-gwamba Ci-venda Se-sii.thw 

l',i-tswa Nwa-lungco 73 a. Se-pedi 
(:,i-lenge, 

Hlei'igwe?) 

Man Mu-ndu; Mhu-nu; 1\10-nhu ; j;l. Mu-tlm; va• :.fo>-thu; 
va-ndu bha-nu. Also ba-nhu va-thu 

Mu-nhu 
(Jonga) and 
Mw-hu. 

Man, vir .... 

(Dyaha= 
young man) 
Tsuna Nuna Mu-nna Mw-nwna. 

Mo-nna;j;l. va-. 
Vw-twna. 
Twta 

Meat ... Ny-ama Ny-ama Ny-ama N-ama N-ama 
Medicine Vu-i'iafiga. Mi-vu :VIu-re? Vu-re. 

Mu-rende :.Iu•foi'iga :.•Iw-lema. 
Bw-law 

Milk . .. Ma-hwa. N-tywamba ;\fa.fl, Mu-khaha. :.fa-fl, :\fa-fsi. 
Ma-si Ma-si Ma-fhi. Lc-bese. 

(verb= -hama, Bele.1 
-yama) (-xama ;1erb)

Monkey Kavu; tsi+ N-kaboo Kxavoo 

l'!foon .•• N-cima Hw-eti Nhw-eti Nhw-eti Nw-edzi, Nw-eli, 
M-edzi. Kxw-eli. 
(C-edza = (Sc-etsa = 

Mana 
' moonlight') 'moonligltt ') 

Mother Mamani. Mama-na. Manana Mme Mme. 
(Nyoo= Nwa- Mama 
vagina) (wit/1 posses-

Mountain ... 
sive particle) 

Dyuri N-haba :N-cava Thava, Thava. 
-tava Mw-kooloo. 

Le-lwti 
Mouth Ci-fwfu Noomw; mi+ Noomw; Mu-loomoo ;\lw-loornoo. 

mi-loomoo Mooma. 
Le-hanoo 

Nail (offinger C-ala; pl. N-hwala Lun-ala ; j;l. Len-ala, Lw-
or toe) s-ala n-ala 

Naine ... T-ina ; ma+ Bitoo; ma+ Vitoo; ma+ Dz-ina Le-ina. 
Le-bitsw 

Navel... Iii-kava Lu-kboovoo? :.1:w-hiivii, 
l\fo,.khubu, 
Le-khuthu 

Neck ... Tarnu or Efi-kolw. N-hlana ?.1u-tsinga Tharnoo. 
N-dha1nu �i-kwsi. Mw-lala 

Narnu 
Night ... Vu-siku. Bu-siku Vu-siku Vu-siku V<ll•Sixoo, 

N-tema. Vw-i;;ixoo. 
(Piiu = (Lc-fifi = 

Nose 
darl.ness) darkness) 

Tomvu ; ma+ Nhornpfu, Ti-nhumpfu Ningw N-koo; liii.-koo. 

Ox 
A-nonfoo; ti+ 

N-koomu 
M-moopw 

N-ombe Hwmu; ti+ Havi Kboloomoo Kxoomoo. 
(-with various Li-ve. 
jJrefi.res Phooloo 
-gooloomoo,
-koloomoo).
Phulu

1 TIie sound of thicl.· mill.:falli1�rt in clots. 
U 2 

... 

. . , 

... 

. , 

.. , 
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- - - - - -

70. 71. 7r e. 7 I f. 72.
7}•English Ct,)pi or Roi'iga :>i-loi or ?i-gwamba Ci-venda Se-suthw 

�i-tswa Nwa-lui'igw 73 a. Se-pedi ($i-lei'ige, 
mei'i.gwe ?) I 

-- -----�----- ---------

Paddle Wombe; ma+ 
Palm wine, Vu-adwa. ny-ala Vw,cema l\Ju,thwbi. Vw-yalwa 
beer Vu-cema (beer). Halwa (beer) 

Bu-sura 
Parrot Ht,)kwe. Khwamba 

Penis ... Peke? �ir<o>? 
Ny-efiga 

!\1-bol<o> :N-nyw? N-twtw.
l\-cucu.
Pwlw.
l\fo>-sukw

Pig Kumba. N-gulube N-guluve N-guluve Kwlwve.
(N-guluvi = Fariki
a departed 
s;!irit .') 

Tuba; ma+ Tuva Li-ivha Le-eva, Pigeon C1-duva-ne 
Le-eba 

Place ... l\I-bai'igu. M-bai'igu. N-jau Fhe-thu Fe-lw. 
N-daw. :,i-bati Ng-alw 
X-yum<o>,-imu. (? sleeping-)
Hele.>( 'mahali'
Swah.) 

Rain . . . N'-zuma l\I-pfula l\1-vula Pula 
Rat M-beva. \f-beva. ;',1-beva Buku Le-phwhc., 

Konzw Khondlc., Peva; Ii+ 
Rhinoceros Ci-dawane; \lc-lembe Phera. 

mu-komb<o> Tsukulu. 
Tsere. 
Le-xwfw 

River ... Nambw Nambu. Nambw '.\1u-lambw Nwka. 
N-fula Mw-lapw 

Road ... :'.'\-zila N-dlela N-dlela !\-dila Tsela 

Salt ... '.\1u-nyu l\Iu-nyu 1\-Tu-nyu Mu-nw Lc-tswai. 
(.'\fo,.nyc., = 
a relisli to 

Shame N-gana Ti-i'igana Thwni 
food) 
Xlofi, 
-t.i-xloi'i.

Sheep ... :M-vuta. Im-pfu .:--yim-pfu N-gu N-ku; ti-, ma-
Hamba Hamba; ti+ 

Shield ... I-cafigu or ?i-tlhafigu ?i-tla.iigu Ci-tafigu Sc-phemelc.,. 
Tlangu Thebe 

Shoulder Kata Katia; ma+ Katia; m+ �ada Le-ruli. 
Le-xetla. 

Sister ... Nofigw l\1akwa Makwa 
Lc-x<o>pe 

Khala'dzi !\T W•Xc.>lc.>. 
\fo,-rath<o> 

Skin .. . I\ -hlofige. N-jwvw Lu-kanda Le-thalw. 
N-thee Kc.>b<o> 

Sky :N-zuma-ni Tile.> Tilw Lu-tombc., Le-xc.,li-mw 
Slave ... l\Iu-kumbi ?i-kirawa. Khumbi Phuli Mw-riiwa; va-. 

N-hlwkw. Le•kape, 
Nanda Le-kapa ; ma-

Sleep ... {l\fa-lalw - Vu-rofig<o> Kh<o>fhe Le-ith<o>. 
place) Boi-rwk<o> 

Smoke \lb-utsi. '.\1-usi M-usi '.\T-utsi, \f . ..,�j
M-usi Y-utsi

.. , 
., . 

. ,. 
. . 

. . 

. .. 

--• 
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70. 71. 71 e. 71 f. I 72. 73. 
English Cc.opi or Rofiga ?i-loi Of �i-gwamba I Ci-venda Se-suthw ' 

?i-tswa Nwa-luiigw 73 a. Se-pedi 
(;'>i-lei'ige, 

Hlei'igwe?) 
-----
Snake Mamba Ny-wka Ny-c.oka �-c.owa N-c.oxa
Son, boy, Nw-ana, :,fo.fana; ba-. Nw-ana :vru-rwa Mo-rwa. 
youth Mu-fana, Nw-ana; Moo-fana 

K-sata-na. ba-ana. 
N-jambi.
Jaba.

Dyaha 

Jambi-ana.
Nuna-na

Song ... .l\'-embc.o.
N-dhandu

Li-sinm; pl. ti- Ri-simc.o Lu-imbw Kw;m 

Spear ... Di-cari Tlhari ; ma+. 
Fumu 

Thlari Pfumw. Le-rumw; ma-. 
N-nthi Cwza. 

Le-tlele 
Spirit, soul Dhlwzi M-oya M-oya M-uya 1fo,-limo.> ; va-
Star ... J'\y-eleti ; Ny-eleti Ny-eleti Na-ledzi Na-leli 

tsiny-eleti 
Stick ... .l\'-cisoo. Ny-ofiga; ti+ . N-hoi'iga Thanda Le-re; 

Kwtofigelc.o. N-khabi ma-re. 
N-dofiga ::\100-sema 

Stone ... Diri-gwe; ma-. Ri-bwe, Ri-bye Ri-bye; ma+ T-ombw Le-swika, 
Ci-windi Dyi-bye; ma+ Le-itswe, 

Le-ntswe. 
Le-ywe, 
Le-ye. 
Le-v�e 

Stool ... Ci-dzulc.:, Se-tulc.o 
Sun D-ambu or D-ambu Dy-ambw Dy-ambc.o; Duva, Le-laka. 

Gambw, m-ambw Duvha Le-tsatsi, 
T-ambu; j>l. Lc-caci. 
mad-ambu Le-vakw 

Tail N'-cila, N-kila N-cila :.1u-cila Mo-sela. 
N-kila Le-cwva. 

Moo-hatla 
Tear N'-rofigw; Ny-embeti; mi- N-hlwti Mu-twdzi; mi- Keleli. 

mi-rofigw. or ma- pl. Moo-xwkxc.:, 
N-swtsi; mi-

Testicles Ma-kende Ma-ken de. :,fa-cende Le-kata ; ma-. 
Vu-djwwnyw Le-swthw; 

ma-. 
Le-rete 

Thief ... ::VI-bafa ; tsi +. �i-yibi; p�i-. Khamba M-bava. Se-liva. 
(Vu-kamba = Kamba Fobvu. Le-fc.otha. 
robbery) Dz-iva, J\!w-iitswa, 

T-iva :\iw-utswi 
Thigh ... :\f-lefige Tombi, Le-sufu. 

An-cumbi Se-rope. 
Le-vale; j>l.

Thing ... 
ti-pale 

. . . Ci-lc.o; zi-. N-cumu; mi- ?i-lw; Ci-lo.>; Ci-thu, Se-lw. 
(C-uma= p�i-lao p:;i-lc.> or Di-thu Nthw ;pl.ti+.
tliings, �i-lc.o. Taba 
property) Swi-lc., 

Thorn ... Mu-pa Mu-twa 1fu-kwa Mu-pfa Le-eva. 
Ma-eva, 

Tobacco Fc.ola, Foola Foole Foola 
Mw-tlwa; me· 

::vr W•Cookoo 
Foowa 

____ I 
.,. . .. 

.. . 

... 

... 

'" 

..... 

... 



English 

To-day 

Toe 

To-morrow 
Tongue 

Tooth ... 

Town, village 

Tree ... 

Tv.ins 

Urine ... 

Vein 

War 

Water 

Well, spring, 
source 

White man 

Wife ... 

Wind ... 

Witch 

ILLl.'STRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BAXTU LANGUAGES 

---------

70. 71.
Roi'igaCcopi or

:>i-tswa 
(�i-leiige, 

Hlengwe ?) 1 

)l'y,ansi 

Li-dimi 

D-inw;
ma-nw

X-ti;
mi-ti

.!\'-doi.'igco,
:N-dofiga.
Mu-13i

:.Ia-hasa 

:.fa-rundw ? 
(Ku-runda 
verb) 

Ky-imbi 

:.Ia-ti 

Ci-sima 

;vru-tlwka. 
'\'-dima 

Nsi-kati. 
N-katsi.
.'J,hrima.
(Vu-katsi =
marriage) 

Puhw 
!Li-puhw;
tsi-puhw)

Noyi; va+

Kamu-nhla 

Nlun-duku 
Li-dyimi 

T-inyw;
m-enyw

'.\lu-ti. 
N-tsindya

'.\fu-ti

Mu-ronda 

Fumu. 
:'.lu-bafigu. 
Y-impi

Ma-ti

Mu-lui.'igu ; ba

r-- -sati 01· 
\\'an-sati, 
Ababa-sati, or 

Baba-sati 

M-hehw,
'.\1-oya

Noi. 
Muii.-gwma 

71 e. 
Si-loi or 

Nwa-lufigw 

Ri-rimi 

Mw-baii.gu 

Ma-ti 

71 f. 
?i•gwamba 

Namu-nhla 

:,i-kujw-an,1 

:.\'Iun-juku 
Ri-rimi: 
tin-jimi 

T-inw; 
m-inw 

Mu-ti 

:\Iu-ri 

Ma-hahla 

Mu-runja 

N-siya; mi

.M-bai'igw 

:\la-ti 

72.

Ci-venda 

Namu-si. 
Naa-si 

Ci-ku-nwe. 
Gu-nwe 

:\fa-celw 
Lu-limi ; j)l.
n-dimi

L-inw,
Inw; 
ma-nw 

:.\tu-di 

:.\Iu-ri 

Li-fata ; ma-

Mu-rundco 

Lu,tsii.'iga 

X-ndwa

:\fa.di 

?i-dziba Ci-sima 
(also o,:ea11, 
abyss); j>l. 
p,;i-dziba 

!l!u-Iufigu; va- ;\1u-Iuogu. 
Mu-khuwa 

X-sati. :\Iu-sadzi 
N-kata

:\1-oya \1-uya. 
Phephw 

Noyi; l\fo-loi 
\a•loyi 

73. 
Se-suthw 

73 a. Se-pedi 

Ka-lienco. 
Ka-jenw. 
Ka-se. 
l\amw-se. 
Le-iconw 

:\lw•nw-ana. 
i.\Iw-nw 

i\Iw-so 
Le-leme, 
Lw-leme 

Le-inw; 
n1a-inC&>, 
me-enw 

Mu)•tse 

Mw-ilare; 
me-. 
Le-fate, 
Se-fate. 
('.\1w-re, 
Vo-re 
drt�I[. poison)

Ma-fax.la 
(sin.�. 
Le-!axla) 

l\!w-rotw. 
Mw-tlhapw 

Le-sika . 
.\Iw-thapw 

�i-ra. 
Le-pheke. 
Xw-lwa 

l\fa-etse. 
(Bu,.Jiba = 
deep wa/erl 

Se-liba. 
:-rw-13ima. 
\[o,.tsweli 

Le-kxcoa; ma

l\1 w-xaca, 
Mu>•xali. 
(Se-antco = 
a wommi wlto 
su,,.ecds /,er 
sisll'r as 
,,,z'f,:) 

Phefw. 
Le-limw; 
li-timw

Mw-fifa,
Mw-fifi.
Mw-leki,
!\1w-1ekco.
M<oi-loi 

]-

.. ' 

. ,. ...... 

. .. 

..... 
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English 

Witchcraft 

Woman 

Womb 

Wood (fire
wood) 

Yam 
Year 

Yesterday 

Zebra ... 

One 

Two 

Three ... 

Four 

Five 

Six 

Seven ... 

· Eight ...

Nine ... 

Ten 

70.

Cwpi or
?i-tswa 

(;,i-lenge, 
Hlengwe ?) 

Vu-loyi. 
Ku-lo ya ( verb)

N-katsi
(bride). 
J\-satsi 

Susu. 
Mimba 

Kuni; tsi + 

N-silu
Lembe; ma+

:--1 ya-noova, 
Nya-tulw 

Mangwa. 
Duva 

-mweyoo,
-mwecoo

-m-bidi

-raru

-ne

Li-handi 

( Combinations 
o/Li-handi 
and tlie first 
four numerals. 
Vide ;3i-lenge 
Grammar) 

" 

-kumi

71. 

Ronga 

\\"an-sati. 
Em-psele 

Khuri 

Li-kunyi; 
ti-hunyi 

Nw-aka. 
Lembe; ma+. 
:.VI-ak'wnu, = 
this year 
CVI-aka)

Twloo

M-hangwa;
ti+ 

-fiwe

-biri,
-bidi

-raru or
N-haru

l\.1u-ne 

�-tlhanu 

( Combinations
of l\' -tlhanu 
and t/1e jirst 

four numerals) 

" 

Khume 

71 e. 
?i-loi or

Nwa-lungoo 

-fiwe

-beri

-raru

-ne

-thlanu

-thlanu
na fiwe

Khume 

71 f. 
;ii-gwamba 

N-sati

Ri-kunyi 

N-hlata
Lembe

Tooloo 

Mafigwa 

-iiwe

-beri,
M-biri

-naru,
-raru,
N-haru

Mu-ne

N-thlanu

( Combinations
of N-thlanu 
and the first 
four numerals) 

" 

" 

Khume 

72.

Ci-venda 

Vhu-loi. 
Vu-fiafiga 

Mu-sadzi, 
Ci-sadzi 
(dimz'n.) 

Lu-huni; pl.
khuni. 
(Guni = 
a big piece) 

Mu-ramboo 
Nw-aha, 

M-aha;
miii.-waha

Mu-loovha 

M-bidi

-thihi

-vili,
-vhili,
M-bili

-raru,
-tharu

-na,
-nna

-tanu,
-thanu 

-tanu
na thihi,
-tananthihi

Tungula. 
Thanu 
na m-bili 

Thanu 
na tharu 

Thanu 
na-nna 

Fumi, -humi 

73-
Se-suthw 

73 a. Se-pedi 

Vw-loi. 
Toooo. 
Ma-loowa. 
Hw-reba. 
Hw-neha 

Mw-sali 

Popeloo 

Kxofi, 
1'.i-kxon, 
Le-xon 

Nw-axa (73 a), 
Ny-axa, 
Ny-aha 

Ma-lwva, 
Ma-loova-ne 

Pitse. 
Qwaha 

-nye.
-iiwe

-veli
(-peli,
-beli)

-raroo,
-tharoo

-ne

-rataroo,
-thataroo.
Mw-tave
(i.e. tlmmb). 
Tselela 

Li-i,upa (or
Mw-i,upa; 
i.e. the inde�
fin.1;er on the 
hand) 

Vw-fera 
me-noo e 
me-veli 

Se-nyane 
Vw-fera 
mw-noo 
o-te

Le-�oome 

---------------~-=---
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as concord goc�), Ka- (with ka- concord) in 74 b; 14. Bw-, Bu- (74 b) (bu>,)'<<>-); 15. Xw•, Ku•, Hu. 
(74 b) (xcu, x'-); 16. Ha•, Fa• (rarely used in Secuana, present in 74 b) (ha, fa-, X(l), h'-); 17. Mw-, Mwa
(-n, -ni, 74 b). 

The Na- prefix is present, though not noticeably. 
-ana is much used and generally in a feminine sense. 
Sikwlwlw, conveyed by the -ana termination. 

Its plural is usually Bw +. The suffix diminuti\·e 
There is a real 'feminine ' gender in Secuana and 

PREFIXES, &c., l!\' jJOSA A:ND ZULU 

Prcprefixes present and much used. 

Class r. Umu-, Um,, U- (u-, (1)-, um-, om-, m, mu, -re, wu-, fiku-, -figu); 2. Aba•, Ba-. Abe•, u). 
(ba, b'-, -mpa); 3. Umu•, Um•, U• (u-, wu, um-, mu·, m-, -iigu, -iiku); 4. Imi-, I- (i, yi, mi-, -ntsi); 
5. lli-, I- (Ii, 1'-, -nti); 6. Arna- (ma-, a, wa (-wa-), w'-, aiig'•, ay'-, -fika or -iiga); 7. Isi-, Is'• (si, s'•);

8. Jzi• (zi, z·. -nzi) : 9. In- (Im•), I- (in-. i, yi, -ntsi) ; Io Izi-, lzin- (zi, zm-, -nzi) ; I I. Ulu-, u. (ht,
-ntu); 12. missing; 13. Ka• (only surviving as an adverbial prefix to numerals and roots referring to
time and space or honorific titles); 14. Ubu- (bu, -mpu) ; 15. Uku• (ku); 16. Apa•, Pa•, Pe-, E- (onl)•
surviving as a prefix to prepositions or adverbs); 17. Rbsent (concord. -mw, a rare suffix, and -ini or
-ni locative suffix). The place of Pa• and Mu- (16 and 17) and to some extent of Ku- is taken by the 
locative particles U)-. and E·, possibly both derived from the fusion of a with 11 or with i rc�pecth·ely.
E· may be an abbreviated Pe,, as in Swazi it is We-.

The diminutive suffix -ana (also -ane) is present, and as in Xos. 73 and 74 conveys a feminine 
signification. 

PREFIXES, &c., rn TEBELE (SI "\-DEBELE) AJ\'D SWAZI 

Preprefixes present. 

The pretixes arc much the same in Tebele as in posa-Zulu, except No. 15, which is Gu-, Ugu-, in 
place of Ku-, Uku-. 

In Swazi the 5th prefix is more usually heard as Li- and not I, or lli,; the full form of the 6th 
prefix is usually Ema, instead of Arna,; Iti- takes the place of Izi, (No. 10); Nge• is a locati\·e prefix 
which takes the place of No. 16. The shortened locative prefix E- in Zulu (which may be deri,,cd from 
Pai,) becomes We- in Swazi in some adverbs. 

In Gaza-Ngwni preprefixes are not so much in use as in the more western and southern dialects. The 
concord of Class I is sometimes -yu. In Class 2, Wa- or Awa, (concord wa, -mba) takes the place of 
Aba-; the concord of Class 6 is ga; the 7th prefix is /Si•, Ci-, and even Ki- (ci, -kc); the 8th prehx is 
Vi- (,·i), but perhaps Zi- in the south; Classes 12 and 13 (Tu-, Ka-) arc present and much in ust, probabl)• 
borrowed from the indigenes. Class 16 1s Pa- and Class 17 Mu, (-mu, -ni). 

In Zulu, Swazi, and Tebele there arc traces in the demonstratives and adverbs of a locath·e La
(Lw-, Le-) prefix. 

In addition to the well-known Cuana-Suthc!> languages and dialects, I have recorded the possible 
existence of one which, from scarcity of materials and geographical definition of locality, it is difficult to 
rank as an independent speech. This is known as Njenji or Zinzi, and is mentioned by Captllo and 
Ivens. It is said to be spoken near the northern borderland of K orthern Rhodesia in Eastern Ilarotseland. 
One or two travellers have suggested that it is a \'estigc of the Hurutse (Cuana) dialect which preceded 
Sikwlwlw. The following is all that there is to illustrate it so far: 

'Elephant ' = Li-tc.ou; 'fat' = Ma-fura : 'gun ' = Twborw; 'tree' = Koota. Numerals : 1 � -mwe, 
-mumwe; 2 = -bele; 3 = -lalw; 4 = •nem; 5 = Li-kitalizw; 6, 7, 8, and 9 = 5 (Li-kitalizw) plus 1,
2, 3, 4; 10 = Li-sumwe; 20 = Ma-sume-ama-bele; 30 = ;\la-sume ama-rarw; 40 = :'.\la-sume
ama,nem.
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As regards the pronouns, 'I ' (before a verb) is Na; ' thou', W•ena; 'he', Y-ena; 'we' Ru-na ; 
' you', Kimi-na ; 'they', Kibw-na. 

' Rotten' = -bwrire ; 'go' = -zamaya; ' sit' = -kuna ; 'stand' = -lukema; 'sleep' = •lubala : 
'eat' = -cia. 

It is probable that Capello and Ivens simply wrote down a few words of the most corrupt fom1 of 
Sikwlwlw which had penetrated into northern Barotseland . At the same time, the form Li-kitalizw for 
'five' is remarkable for its close correspondence with the Keta-lizwhw (' finishes the hand') of Sik..,Iwlw

(74 b). For the present Njenji or Zinzi may be catalogued as 74 c. 

74. Secuana dialects are spoken in nechuanaland, north of the 28th degree of South latitude; west
of the Transvaal and of the :'>a�i river and south of the 20th degree of South latitude. Bounded on the 
west approximately by the Kalahari desert and Lake Ngami. 74 b. Sikwl..,Iw is the trade language and 
lingua franca of the Upper Zambezi basin and Ilarotseland west of the Victoria Falls, north of Khama's 
country, south of the Zambezi-Kabompoo confluence, and east of the 20th degree of East longitude, 

75. posa is spoken in eastern Cape Colony (including Pondrnland) south of the Drakensberg.
75 a. Zulu is spoken in Kata! and Zululand up as far north as Lake Santa Lucia and the Upper

Pongoola river (Usutu). 
75 b. Swazi is spoken in Swaziland. 
7 5 c. Tebele is spoken in Southern Rhodesia by the Amandebele Zulus. 
76. Gaza-Angwni is spoken in Gazaland (south-west part of Portuguese Trans•Zambczian East Africa)

and sporadically up to Lower Zambezi. Again in \Vest and in East Kyasaland . 

• 
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'GROUP U 

THE WEST CENTRAL ZAMBEZIA LANGUAGES 

77. Lenje (Upper Kafue)
78. Ila or Yila (Ci•ila, :Sukulumbwe, :Sala).

78 a. Ci-lumbu 

79. Tonga (' Batc>ka ', Tc.>tela, N-dawe,
Lima, Leya). 79 a. Ci-we 

80. Subia (:Subia, :Subea)

GROUP V 

THE \iVESTERN ZAMBEZIA LANGUAGES 

81. Yeye (Ma-kc>ba, Bakhc.,ba) 82. Nyeiigc.> (South Luyi, 'Bampukusu ') 1

---·-----;7. --7�--
1
--79.

English Lenje Ila ()Suku- I Tonga 

Adze ... 

(Upper Kafue) lumbwe, )Sala) (' Batc.,ka ',
78 a. Ci-lumbu To.,tela, 

M-bezo., 1-bezo., 

N-dawe, Lima,
Leya) 

79a. Ci-we 

Im-bez<o> 

80. 

Subia 

M-bez<o> 
Animal, wild Ny-ama, 

Muny-ama 
Muny-ama Muny-ama; ba- I-nyo.,lo.,zi; zi-

beast 
Ant . . . . . .  l\Iu•pu.ka. Li-nee., ; ma-. Kn-huka ; bu-

Hai;i-mu-nyeu. In-silibi. 
Rumbu-swa. Ka-nyenyene 
Bu-sulubi. 
Mara-jenji 

Ant, white Mu-swa; mi-. Lu•mwma. C-ulu; pl. Lu-mo.,ma. 
(termite) N•swa Mu-lam•1i z-ulu. :\1u-nanzi; 

:\11 u-cenje. pl. mi-
In-swa 

--------- - ----

81. 

Yeye 
(Ma-ko.,ba, 
Bakho.,ba)

l\I-beo., 
:\[u-nyasia; ba-

82. 

Nyengo., 
(South Luyi, 

1
, Bampuku�u ') 

I
I
:',fw-eiigi
lz-ama 

Ape (chim- Sokwe )So.,gwe, N-zwkw; ba+

panzi or Sokwe; ba+ 
gorilla) 

Arm . . . . . . Li-ansa; J.ta!li. Ku•bc.okc.o or Ku-bwkw; Eii-gorw. Kc.oko., 

m-ansa. '.\1u.ko.,no.,. Ku-bo.,go.,; ma-. pl. ma-. Le-o.,ko., 
'.\[u-ko.,no.,; mi- Ku-bo.,ko., Mu-k.<o>no., Ka-; tu-

(fore-arm)
Arrow Mum-fwi or Mu-vhwi Ka-lembi; tu-. Mu-zwi; mi- Kw-c.,. Rii. :-.rw-kiri; me•

:',Ju.fwi Mu-vwi; mi- Mw-vi. 

Axe . . . K-embe; K-embe; Ci-ankuni. M-bezo., . 
'.\lw-cu; me-

Eii-kakara. Kamw
tw•embe. tw-embe. K-embe; In-salume Ka-embe 
C-embe; pl. Bu-kana. tw-embe. 
i-embe 1-baiiga Du-kanw 

Baboon Sc.okwe Pombo.,; ba+ S<o>gwe or 1-pombwe
Sokwe; ba+ 

Back ... l\Iu-sana. I-numa. Ku-suli ; ma-. l\lu-sana; mi- ;\[w-,mna :M-ongc.>
1-sule Bu-kcome I-sule. 

Mu-sana 
Banana Li-konde; ma- . . . I-konde; ma-
Beard ... Ci-lesu, Mu-levu Ci-lezu; zi-. Ka-lezu. In-dezo., Mw-levo., 

Mu-lesu ;\fo-lezu, N-dezu, 
In-dezu N-dethu

1 Livingstone's Banyenka. 

.... 

. . ' 

"' I•• 

HI 

I" 
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English I 77
. 

1 7
8. 

I 79
. I Lenje Ila (/5uku, Tonga 

I (Upper Kafue) lumbwe, �alall (' Batc.>ka ', 
78 a. Ci-lumbu 

I 
Twtela, 1 

80. 
Subia 

. l'\-dawe, Lima. 1
_ I_ 

7
9 ��n.1w� __ 

Cloth ... 

Cold ... 

Country 
Cow ... 

Crocodile ... 

Day,daylight 

Devil (evil 
spirit) 

Doctor (medi• 
cine man) 

Dog ... 

Donkey 
Door, door-
way 

Dream 
Drum ... 
Ear 
Egg ... 
Elephant 
Excrement 

Eye ... 

N-salii,
N-guww,
Li-sani.
�ule.
Lu-kwa ( barJ:)

M-peyc.,

Ci-si 
i\1-pwi11i. 
N-ombe

N-tali.
Ci-tale.
N-gwena

�iku. 
Li-sua. 
C-ilc.o,
K-ilc.,

M u•iigaiiga. 
:'II u•sende11i 

Mu-bwa, 
Ka-bwa 

;\lu-Iiafigw. 
Ci-sasa 

Ci-lc.,tw 
N-wma
Ku-twi
Li-i; ma-i
K-swfu
::\fa-13i.
Tu•11i

L-isc.,;
me•Sc.> 

Face, forehead \\'u-11u 
Fat .'\la-futa 

Father Tata. 
lsoo. 
1-fi

lii-gubr.>.
I-sani.
Bu-luba

Im-peyw 

I n-,ii 
Im-pwb;i. 
Iii-om be. 
(Bu-tafiga = 
cattle) 

I-sani.
I-sila.
Iii-guboo

M-peyoo

In-si 
Im-pwizi 
ifi-gombe 

Ci•wena; ba-, In-tali or
zi- In-tale 

Bu-11iku. 
Bu-zuba, 
I-zuba.
.'\fun.za

Muii.-gaiiga. 
Mu-,iidifii 

'.\1u-bwa. 
l\[,biza 

Im-boiigoolr.> 
Ci-tendele. 
Mu-dia.iigoo 

Ci-lwtw 
Iii.-gooma 
Ku-twi 
I-i ; pl. ma-yi
Mun-zoovu
Ma•2ji

D-insw;
m-ensoo.
(Im-boone =
pupil)

nu-1.u 
;\lla-futa 

Tata. 
U-sw.
U •t3e, U-138,
(Mu-kwa =

Jatlier-i11-law 
a11d111a11y 
'lllll(UC relation•
ships) 

nu-zuba. 
I-zuba

Mu-zimu 

Mu-silisi 

:\I uii-kala. 
:'11u-bwa 

I-kwma.
Ci-jasioo.
Ci-liaiigw,
:.\lu-liangc.,,,

-loo ta ( 11crb)
lii-gooma
Ku-twi
1-ji
ln•Zc.>VU
Ma-ziii.

'.\[a-zi 
L-isoo,
L-i1100,
L-insoo

13u-syu 
;\[a-futa 

Tata. 
U-sr.>,
U-se,
U-11a. 
\\'-isi.
Si-

I-sila.
Iii-guboo
( = sl.'i11,
co11ering)

Iii-kanda 
N-ombe
yana-kazi

N-gwena

1-zuba; ma-

Si-aiiga 

M-bwa or

lJm-bwa

Mu-diaiigoo 

•loota ( 11erb J
lii•gc.>ma
Ku-twi
1-yi; ma-yi
In-zc.,vu
Tu-iizi

O-insoo;
m-ensc.,

.Bu-su 
;\[a.futa 

Ta-yw. 
1-soo,
1-se.
K-danda.
Si-, Se-, Sa-.
Su-

81. 
Yeye 

(Ma-kc.,ba, 
Bakhwba) 

Le-tsera 

Om-pepo:, (?J.
Se-pipe., 

Ici-se 
N-gombe
ei'1-kaze,
N-kombe

'.\lw-se (?)

'.\Jo,.zimc.,; ba

N-aiiga 

Om-bwa 

K"'•ti, Ku-ti 

On-joovoo 

L•ilioo ; 
am-e11o:>. (Also
Le-ikleikion, 
acc01·ding lo 
Livingstone) 

Ama-zi, 
Ama-dze. 
(Ma-liuta = 
cream, mi/J:) 

Tati, 
N-tate

82. 
Nye.iigoo 

I (South Luyi, 
1 ' Bampuku�u ')

Le-ina 

l\Jw-dioiiga 
N-gombe

l\lw-si (?)

N,afiga 

Ku-tue 

X-dambi

Li-t,io:, 

Ma.t,imae 

Tate 

•

_____:!__ 

n .. 

•II 

..... 
._., 

... 

. ... , 
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English 
n- 7s. I 79. 

Lenje Ila (l5uku0 I Tonga 
(Upper Kafue) lumbwe, �ala) ('Batwka', 

I 78 a. Ci-lumbu Twtela, 
I 1\-dawe, Lima, 

So. 
Subia 

Leya) 

I 
79 a

_:__ 
c_ i_-w_ e_�--

-
Fear 

Finger 
Fire ... 

Fish 

Foot 

Forest 

Fowl ... 

Frog ... 
Ghost ... 

Giraffe 
Girl 

Goat 

,, (he) 
,, (she) 

God ... 

Grandfather, 
grandmother 

Grass ... 

Ground 

Ground-nut 

Guinea-fowl 
Gun ... 

Y-wwa

Mu-nwe 
Mu-lilw. 

(-wta = to 
warm oneself 
by fire) 

N-gwi.
Lun-swi

Cim-panta.
Mw-endw

Lundu,
Li-lundu. 
Mu-sansa. 
Lu-saka 

N-kuku

Wombwe 
M u_-fimu ; pl. 
llll· 

:\1u-moye. 
:\[u-lindu. 
Kam-wali 

'.\1-poi'igw; pl.
�i+ 

Lesa 

Kapa. 
;\lu-wi;sikulu 

\\' -isu; pl. 
m-esu. 
J\l-ani.
Ci-swkwe

N-fi

'\J-yemu 

N-kai'iga
Futi

Hair (of head) Li-susu. 
J\lu-susu 

Ku-tia (verb). 
B-wwa.
:\Iam-puba

:\'Iu-nwe
Mu-dilw

ln-swi 

I-tende.
Ci-fumba

!\1 u-sanza. 
Ka-saka

Ii'i-kuku 

Bombwe 
Mu-zimw. 

�i-kazwa. 
Kan-cinya 

In-tutwa 
J\Iu-;simbi. 

Kamw-ale 

Im-pofigc,, 

:--1-ongc.:, 

Leza 

Kaka. 
N-kambw

Bw-izu.
C-ani.
:\'lu-seme

In-i,i. 
In-kanda. 
I-vhu

In-yemw 

lii.-kanga 
In-tc,,bwlw 

I-susw.
ln-suki

Mu-nwi 
Mu-lilw 

:Viu-swi. 
I n-swi ; nin

Ci-tuta; zi-

Lu-saka. 
1-;saka. 
Londe. 
:\T u,siteo 

In-kuku 

C-ula
Mu-sangu.

I-banda;
ma-banda
(cf Ru-anda)

I-tutw a
:\1u-simbi ; ba-

Im-pongc,, 

Si-jembwe 
:\1-ongw 

J\lu-donta 
Leza. 

Ku-julu 
Si-anene, 
B-anene

K-ezu.
Bw-izyu.
K-ani,
:\1I-ani

Iny-ika.
J-i,ukc,,.
N-devu

ln-doi'igw

Iii.-kanga 
In-futi. 
In-twbwlw. 
Ci-fwefwe 

I-r'ttr'tt

Ku-tiya (verb) 

Mu-nwe 
Mu-dilw 

In-swi 

I-tende

11u-zuka 

ln-kttku. 
N-kwbw

I-saku

Iin-pene 

Leza 

Bu-izu. 
J\la-ne 

I-vu

N-dofigw or
In-dofigw

In-kanga
In-twbwlw

In-sttki 

-

1
-Y8e1y

. 
e ---- 82

. 
Nyengc.:, 

1 (Ma-kwba, (South Luyi, 
Bakhwba) 'Bampuku�u ') 

I 
I 

Mll-nwe; mi
Mon-girw, 

Mon-dirw, 
l\fon-der<,) 

N-;swe; 
zin-;swe 

?e•kond<,) 

Gw-mwti. 
Si-te 

N-kwku.
Si-enje;si

Mw-zim<,) 

Om-bai,e 
Mw-kana 

W-puli.
M-pene

W-reja

:\fo-dzc.odz<,), 
:\-iw-r'odzc.o 

Le-vu; 
111W·VU 

W-yengora

Tu-bore,, 

Zi-m1izi, 
?c-i,ii,i or 
?e•i,aii,i 

Mw-nwe; me
Mbu-iji 

E-t.i

Li-kondc.o ; ma

Mw-thutc.:, 1 

Mon-donda 

:\1-bofigo 

M-bofigoo

Ny-ampi 

:Mw-nye 

Mo-mv<,) 

1 nr. Livingstone's spelling is fol lowed. Tlzis is sometimes 8 and sometimes 'th', without its being certain wl1etl1er
tlte writer intends t, or an aspirated t (th) to be understood. 
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English 

One 
Two ... 
Three ... 
Four 
Five 
Six 

Seven ... 
Eight ... 
Nine ... 
Ten ... 
Eleven 
Twenty 
Thirty 
Forty .. . 
Fifty .. . 

Hundred ... Thousand ... 

I 77. 78. 79. Lenje Ila (�uku- Tonga I (Upper Kafue) lumbwe, �ala) (Batc,)ka ', 78a. Ci-lumbu Tootela 
So. Subia 

N-dawe, Lima,
I I I Leya)

---- _______ 7_9_ a_._c_i_-w_e �-----
-o-mwe,-nwe
-u,-wil-w,-i-wili,-wili-co-tatwe,-i-tatwe,-tatu-o-nne,-i-nne-o-sanwe
Mw-aya mu-nwe 
Mw-aya -w-wil-w
Mw-aya -w-tatwe
Mw-aya -o-nne
Li-kumi 
Kumi n'o-mwe? Ma-kumi W•Wil•W Ma-kumi w-tatwe
Ma-kumi o-nneMa-kumiw-sanwe.(Ma-kumimw-a-y-amu-nwe =
sixty) Mw-anda 

-o-mwi -mwi
-w-bili, -bili-bidi,-bili-w-ta twe, -tatwe or-tatwe, -tatu-tatu-w-ne, -ni or -ne-ne-w-sanwe. -sanu or-sanu -sanwe
Ci-sa mbomwi. -sanu a Ka-kwle (78 a) ka-mwi 
Ci-lwba. Tu-kwle tu-bili (78 a) Lu-sele. Tu-koole tw-tatwe (78 a) 1-fuka.Tu-kwletw-ne (78 a)1-kumi
1-kumidio-mwiMa-kumiw-biliMa-kumiw-tatwe

-sanu atw,bili
-sanu atw-tatu
-sanu atu-ne
-kumi
I-kumi aka-mwi:'11a-kum'a-biliMa-kumia-tatu

Ma-kumi w-ne Ma-kumi figa-nne s Ma-kumi Ma-kumi w-sanwe. a-sanu(l\ta-kumi adici-sambomwi
= sixty) 

Mw-anda Mw-anda ;\'li-anda ili-kumi 

Yo-nke. -mwe.-ngi-w-bele,-bele
-w-tatwe,-tatwe or-tatu-w,ne,-ne-w-sanwe or-sanwe,

or ZimaneanzaZimane anza niyi-mwina
(and other 
circumlocu
tions) Zimane anza ni zw-bele 

Zimane anza zw-tatwe 
Zimane anza ni zw-ne 
1-kumi or1-kume1-kumi niyo-nkeMa-kumiw-beleMa-kume w-tatwe
Ma-kumi w-ne 
Ma-kumi a-mane anza

or Ma-kumiw-sanwe
Mw-anda 

81. Yeye ('Ma-kooba, Bakhc,)ba) 
I 82. Nyengw (South Luyi, ' Bampukufu ') 

(Mw,)keke -moya
-viri (va-viri) -bit,i, -it,i

(perliaps also -it.e)-tatoo -atw or-hatoo
-ne -i-nne
Ma wa ri-anja 1 -tanu
Mawa ri-anja va-raqa 
Mawa ri-anja va-rasupi 
Mawa ri,anja va-njenisa 
Mawa ri-anja va-rane 
•kwmiki
Va-kwmiki va-raqa Mawa ri-anja ava-too va-viri Mawa ri-anja va-raqa ava-to va-tatw 

-moya (bej(in
ni11g on left
hand)

-it,i (continuing
on left hand)

-hatw (continu
ing on left
liand)

-i-nne (continu
ing on left
hand)-tantt, alsoLi-k11meNi-kume na ka-moya•:'I a ka mw-tanu

1 Ri-anja = liand in this strange compound. Twenty is 'hands of two men'. Thirty seems to be 'five x six'.2 12 = Ni-kume na tu-it,i. 13 = Ni-kume na tu-atu. 16 = Na ka moya. 17 = Na ka tu-it,i.
' A.cording lo Torrend. 
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English 

Devil, evil 
spirit 

Doctor (medi• 
cine man) 

Dog ... ... 

Door, door
way 

Dream 

Drum ... 

Ear 

Egg 

Elephant 

Excrement 

Eye ... ... 

Face, fore• 
head 

Fat, oil 

Father 

Fear ... 
Finger 

Fire ... 

Fish 

Foot 

Forest 

Fowl 

121. I� 12--:-
Ba•yanzi Pende 

122 a. 
Ba,bunda 

. I 
Ki-edya 

J\J-bwa 

Kw-jub 

Gorn 

Cue; 
ma-cue 

E•kye 

J\-zc.> 

E-tib

D-iy'; jJ/.
m-i11-

i\r.e 

A-tar

n-om'
Ki•kanje

i\[.buri 

N-cu

Ke.tyi

W-sirr'

Ganga 

Jm.bwa 

I -i,id ikc., 

Tu-le.> 

Gc.>ma 

Ku-ci 

D•i; mc-i 

Dyamba 

Tu-si 

l\l-esoo (pl.)

Pala 

J\Ta-ji 

Tata 

\\'.c.,ma 
i\l ii-inco 

Ciia 

l •i,iii 

Ki-kata

Suswa 

123. 
Tu•kofigc., 

- -- -� -- --- r- - -
124. l rzs. 126. 

�ilele or Uu-11ofigco or Lu,mbila or 
W,soi'ige 'Ba-kuba' ancient 

124 a. 125 a. Northern Ilu•�oiigoo
Ila-i'igoiigco Ba-mbala 

i\la-rok' 

I-kwik'

1-lc.)

Kom 

1-tc.)

Di-kiri; 
ma-kiri 

Djok 

Te-pi 

Bu-su 

padi 

J.�c.,
Mu-tete 
Neme 

Tia 

Siii 

1-tampi

B(J)-any' 

_J
124 b 

na-iigendi 

B<»•lc.>ki 

Gombc.> 

J\1-bwa. 

W-lColki.
NColke 

GombCol

M-bwa
Bc.>a-sungu 
( 124 b) 

E,kum. Lu-kuki. 
E-kok (124b) l•kc.>ke

To-ngi. 1-lc.)
:\f,l)to•iigya To-iigi 
(124 a) 

Gc.>ma 

Tui; ma-tui 

I-kili; ma-

Jwkc.>

Gc.,mc.,. 
N-gooma

1-tiini.
1-t(o)

W-!Col. 
Ma-kele (pi.)

jColkc.>, 
:N,jc.,kw 

Toi-bi. Tum-bi. 
Te-b (124b) Te-pi 

D-ii,i ; m-ii,i. D-isu,
D-isoo; m-isw D-i11i
( 124 a). 
D-ii,w ; m-i1100
(124 b) 

Bu•i,u E•longi. 
1-tama.
Lu-mai'iga 

Ba-iita. 
K-i,edi

Apa-ngu. 
Tata 

Bondoo 

K-tumbi

Kama buta 

Lwk(o) 

Kamba. 
Bwkwla 

l\la-bei (pl.)

Lu-moonyi 

1-meka

:\fw-api :\I-uta 

Tata 

B-oomw Wma. Ci-nidi \V-alwtw 
M .. ,.Jembw.
Nembw 
(124 b) 

Ka-teya. 
Tu. 
lw (124a). 
Ti (124 b) 

�wi 

A-Iambi;
ma-Iambi. 
\Ia-tamba 
(124 b) 

B1u-any' 

N-kwkoo;
iii•kwkc.> 

Pita. pongw 
Neme 

lya. 
Ka-tiya. 
lw. 
Ti 

In-�i. 
�ui 

Bi-kulu (pl.). 
1-teme

W-litu.
Bw-anyi.
13(1)-any' 

Kwkoo, 
N•kwkw 

E-yoo

Bu-nyaci 

Lu-kondoo 

Gwana 1 

1 Cf. the ,·oot in Ki•bwma 120 a. 
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English 

K.nee ... 

Knife ... 

Lake 
Leg 

Leopard 
Lion .. . 
Lips .. . 

Magic .. . 

Maize .. . 

Man 

Man, vir. 
Meat ... 

Medicine 
Milk ... 
Monkey 
Moon, moon-
light 

Mother 

Mountain ... 

Mouth 

Nail (offinger 
or toe) 

Name ... 

Navel... 
Neck, throat 

Night ... 

Nose ... 

Oil i:alm 
Ox ... 
Paddle ... 
Palm wine, 
beer 

Parrot 

l 2 I.
Ba-yanzi 

Bon 

Biei 

W-sir'
K-iin' or

K-iil'

N-gco 

l:!2, 
Pende 
u2a. 

Ba,bunda 

B,ongw 

Pcokw 

Kulu 

Ka-tia ne m-iin. 1-vufigu 
Ma-kwa (pl.)

N-kerr' Ganga 

A-sa

'.\f u-r' ; ba-r' 

'.\Iw-nun, 
N-cit'

A-biel
N-kiem
N-gon'

:\I-on 

J-in' ; maJ-in'

W-kum
Ke-bw.

'.\le-kol
Le-pim.
E-pip

M-bom

1fa-n 

N-kiii

:\fa-sa 

:\Ju-tu 

Saba 

Kima 
Bew 

Mama 

Mu-lundu 

Ka-nu 

Bondw 

J-ina

t5ingw 

l\lu-fwaci 

Ki-sulu 

Ma-tombe 

Kusu 

123. 
Tu-kongco 

1-moi'igw

1-kura

Mu-kuru 

Koi 

r-twmi

Nok'

Ma-yoi'igco

l\tu-tu

Sutu 

Kem; ba+ 
Gon' 

Mei 

N-kwenzi

Num

Yar'

Kombw,
Lu,kombw 

I-korw

nu-tu

Mi-ru

Ma-na 

Kus' 

124. 

l5ilele or 
W-sofige

124a. 

na-ngongw 
124 b. 

Ba-ngendi 

I-bwangu

Beli. 
Bambu. 
Kala. 
E-londco.
1-salw.
Mi-cala

125. 
Hu-13ongco or 
'Ba-kuba' 

125 a. Northern 
na-mbala 

D-ive.
Ky-ui'igudi

I-kula.
1-londw

Lu-kulu ; Lu-kulu 
fi-kulu. 
Mu-kulu; mi-

Koy' Koi 

Mu-nya. W-loomw.
Yi-mbamu-nya Toomi 

... W-kaiiga.

'.\1i-ebele. 
Mam-pundi 

:\fu-tw; ba-tw. 
'.\fu-ntu; 
ba-ntu ( 124 a) 

Nu,figu 
Ny-a1na 

'.\1a-bele 
Kima 
N-gonoo.
Gondoo 

Nyw. 
Yaya 

Gundu. 
E-limb'

Juyi.
'.\Iu-nya 

Cala. 
Yala 

D-ina

l\1-omba
E-kcolcoloo

Piw. 
Pimpa 

M-ultt ; m-iilii,
ny-ulu

Kai 
Ma-na 

Kusu 

Nwke
Ba-ngi.

l\lom-bwnco
U-ntu ; ba-ntu.
Mu,too 

Ny-ama 

1-bele
Kima
Gondoo.
N-goonco

Ama-iig11,.
Nyw 

W-kunji.
N-kunje

Wnyi-nyooa.
'.\Tu-nya

Lu,kala.
Yala

D,ina,
D-ini

W,twtw 
Kingw. 

'.\1-oya 
Li,kcolco. 
Hu-ht 

W,lu, 
'.\I-iilii; 
mi-ulu

Numbi 
Kapi 
Ba-na or 
Ma-na 

Kusu. �idi 

126. 
Lu-mbila or 

ancient 
nu-poiigco 

Bondco 

1-londco 

Phama 

1-luma

'.\fa-yoii.ga 

Mi 

Mw,phele 

Yei 

Kinga 

M-oolco

1-ba

... 

'. 

KO)lcoma. 
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, .. I-

. .. 

"' 



RJ_ver ... ... 

R 

1!.l.'l 

b:ml!I 

:SW d ... 

l!S • 

s~ 
tL, boy .. 

Dfl_l:: 

Sp ,._ • 

p:Ti 'SO 

Dn:r Ill 

'Sl:!:'.!ll' • ., 
!i 

Il,LWST'RA'l l rE 

- - , 

0-.1 I 

1 .... I 

~ .... · 
T tia,te 

im 

-1 ~dii-i 
L,,.sk; I 

1 -lli~I I -

Ton 

J,nu 

G _ !l 

Vr.11 
J11.J.=. 

lln 

II k.-.. ' 

m'1n 

'r lwn1ba 

r,j 

-umb 

.".JU U.iU 

I L]. I Tn-kaDB"c.J 

I 
•l!I n 

oJ.J'l!I. 

'Puik' 

E' 

D 1 

111,-f;mii u 

l:hU:,rf 

"'(.JT[Jbll 

B-niA: 
1 

Pa" I 
II l .L 

~1 ..... 11.11.i
'[ ,._... 

IA GU 

l'<1111w. 
~J,;._ncl~ 

ll- -. 

~"' 

'lllJ!lb-1 

'rw.tt 

c:.,-jj g 

... 

. .. 
t'bllii i;;i 
I r. 

Cnmli 

P.h 



C.Rntr . C' I I 'rf-IE ICW .w 

I I, 
ii,- nzl 

--
.u "I ... 

-1 ·ll.u .M.a,yi,tb 

u.iJ Z 6io fiff I\,(, 

'I'hit,h " cie:r' IC 1:1..dc: ri 1111-tJ 

'llii ,. ',. 

Tb -n I•• -~. 
't' l,Q " E- l•k a 

c-d.:i.1· J',bii. 
'l.lbii 

IOt! ... N 
l!ICI ,. 

lDal rt:J w 
T fi I I 1· IA-de111,; 

Tt10 -- ... Ji; , ... JTJ11:I' - M.11 1fr.' I 

•,1,n., nll2& t.:ill. 

li;i,kJ , I Ti 
1 .... ~i ~ 
i j • 

'FW#M ... _ .. ..1-~" 

•.J -P.., 

V,:;, .. , .. 
W111 ": m -t M1J., t. 

~1 •n 

.. 
Yi:n 

WI.I, ·• G 

\','111 .• Pe 
~-rnn 

Wit ... 

-p 

L _·~n I ... Nr... 'A 

I a.. 

l d~ 

. 
:L 

J [ -.. 
T!L> 

' 
~~3-... 

-

D.Jrm., 

~ll. 

• .. ,I',} 
11,lna. ; Il'l-ln 

.lli 

t • !JL P.-f 
:'I • ;\ 1.--fl' 

" 

~ I!' 

,r . 
Pl!:11 ( 
1"11:fip 

lir.1,1,.'kJ '" k..i. 

[ 

--

.Mll•. 

Jfii.y:a 

a 

-1~15.. 

D,11 ~"''· 
,w 



44 U~T AmT1~ ·,· .... 11 L\ f: \ "TU 1 .t,1 1:1.s 

- -
I :tl • 1i2-, :ZJ, 

r ft' ::i, 'fF!nlJ IDUII .1,'k: . ..,. J.. I 
ii I:'~ I 1 

.l:la- a.ib, gw 
I 

' ,0 ,~ Ii •kucdu 
WOOJ1 tlb:I!!, J II· 
wood 

K )'I Knn::,i, . -·p;n, I 

li111-30; 
m ... . .. 

Ycru- ... i'IUil. ~ liD.; m.,tiii.. 
M1-i1i . cl 

',1111~ i;;,L.'11,•~ .'1-1 . , ' .. 
f\)leu ".r.; ~ 

T ii-~ I . ii1 hlui 
,p 

Thr.i'lz!,,, 
n.lu 

. ll:11 ,:Al,( 

F,;, it -,-n . 
•ntll IJ 

l,nm~ 
.11.v -1- n..; • a' I 

Sb. I IUllfl 1111 
Ill 

I 
l'lilnlll ~ ,u::in:I 

[. p,ooi, 
1- mbcl' 

I ,nn.a.e. • TilJ!I. le IUI 

•·t"' 00 )1. jj • II l,'.lwa. Di,pb. 
J-1rw 
1.1,. 

ltnm1 J. l•r.:n&L r Vl[ID Y=·•. 
I- . ~ 

I 
K:nmi i l'.t•gt,b/1 L-

l-
l)lUIIIL 

1-r.a.-]n, i.,ii' 

= 
Ji;,.•~J'vc 

Tw,::m'l • ... I a-k.m II f~ f, Dr.- ;pl I ~-pet 
b,J I 
(t 
1\£.iJ,EIB, 

Th.kty r fll·lrn ! m I. 
,,I ;i". d!f' 

II 

'Futl .. , ... . .. 



GROUPS CC, DD: THE K,YANGW-K.\SAI .\ND CENTR.\L COXGOLAND LANGUAGES 447 

121. 

En�lish Ba-yanzi 

Fifty 

Hundred ... N-kam 

Thousand ... 

I, me, my ... Men. 
Me-, l\la-

Thou,thee,thy N-je, N-ge 

He, him, his Ndi, Ngi 

We, us, our lli-ii 

Ye, you, your Bi-n 

They, them, Ba 
their 

All 

This, these 

That, those 

Bad .. . 

Black .. . 

Female 

-bance?

-bi

W-pili,
W-piri

122. 
Pende 
122 a. 

Ba-bunda 

Kama 

Erne 

Eye 

Yw 

Esue 

Enue 

Wa-mw 

? Tu-ca 

-le

-na

Bw-bwla 

-bui

:'llu-ka;,i

123. 
Tu-kongw 

Kama 

1-bwke

Minyi. 
Na-

We-ne. 
Na-

Yandi. 

Nu-

R-itu.
Tu-

B-inu.
Bu-

Ba-pc.
Ba-

na-kima 

124. 

�ilel:, or 
W-songe

124-a. 
lla-ngoi'igC&J 

124 b. 

125. --!- --12-6.-
nu-13ongC1J or Lu-mbila or 
' Ha-kuba • ancient 

125 a. �orthem Bu-rongC&J 
na-mbala 

Ila-ii gen di 

:\la-sa ma-tanu Ba-seiigi 
ba-tanu. 
;\fa-sii. 

N-kama

Lu-ai 

Mini, Mimi. 
Mi-, Nda-,Na-, 
La-, Nu-. 
•ll·. 

-a-mi, -al-em
We. We-ne.
U-, Na-.
-ku-.
•Va.
•a•e», -ela-w

Ana, Anene, 
Andi. 
A-,Nu-. 
-n-.

matanu 
Kama 
(ki•m())kco = 

one) 
Ka-niinu 

A-mi, Le-mi.
Mimi.
Mi-.

-la-mi, -k-emi
We, 1-ywe, 
We-ne, U-we, 
We-nde. 
u ..

-ela-w, -ya•c.>,
-k•ebe

Ku-nyu-ni? 
Ana. 
A-. 

Mimi 

Wo,ndw 

Ana 

-andi, -ana -ke-nyi
B-ita, B-itu. I-tuhu, Il-ita. Il-ita

Ta-, Tn-. ?
-tu-, -ta-. ?

-ab-itu, -ita -a-su
Bu-inw, B-inw. N yu. Bu-inc.>. Ru-inC&J
Bua-, Bu-. ? 
-nu-, -bu-. ? 
-ab-inu, -inu -a-bin, -a-nu?

Ba-na, Ba-nda. I-ya, Ba-na, Ba-na
Ba-. Ba-nda. 
-ba-. Ba-. 
-a-ma,-a-ba-nda -bae».

-a-ba-nda

Kwami? U-kyc.>. De-kima 

-ne -i'igw.
Kwami

-ne
(Didi-ne, 6-·c.) -ye. 

-ne
-na -nu,ngw.

(Didi-na, &,,.) -ena, 
-ina

-bi

-mum-puru

-gata

-bi.
Bw-pi

-duemi.
-dombe

-gare.
-adi

-ku-nya

-bi,
-pi

-pfi.
-dombe

-w-lentc.o.
-gare

B<o-pi 

Bu-ila 

-gare

G g 2 

.,. 

J 

.. 
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GROUPS CC, DD : THE KWANGW-KASAI AND CENTRAL CONGOLAND LANGUAGES 449

121, 122. 123. 124. 125. 126. 
English Ba-yanzi Pende Tu-koiigc.> lSilele or I Bu-13oiig(io) or Lu-mbila or

122 a. W-soiige 'na-kuba' ancient 

Ba-bunda 124 a. IZ5 a. Northern' Bu-11oiigw 
Ba-iigongc.> Ba-mbala 

124 b. 
Ba-iigendi 

To Ku- Ku- Ku-, Kw- Ku- Ku- Ku-
,, beat -iikul.

-bul'
,, buy, sell -sum' -sumba -sum' -kaba -kaba -lemele
,, come -ya. -iza -wuwunya -ya, ,iya -mikwnc.>

•Ce -iya
,, cut •CUI -batula -batera -batala -batala
,, dance -kin' -kine -mina -mina -lutuni. -jita

-mina
,, die ... -fwa -gwa •iwa? ·De.> -iwa

-amc.>a,
-anc.>a

,, eat -dya -dya -dya -dya -dya -bala
,, give -hwa •'n1a •peke. -boi. -ma

-wake -peke
"go ... -tyie. -inda -ya-ka -ya-ka -ya-ka. •fimela

-yaya •Cc.>kc.>
,, kill -kwa •fia -tidyak' -nyeke. -ija. -neiige

-dyakc.> -nyeke
,, know -yib -zwela •lura -mwna. ,iba.

-nama•m(a)Di. -ma•mc.>oa
-nwlw,mc.>Oe

,, laugh -r,e -lele -seka •fe/>e -cika. -ipeiige

,, leave off, 
•13e13e

cease 
,, love,want -nol'. -zela -kucwe -kumi'tka -muka. -naiiga

(N-gakun = -bunda
I love) 

,, see ... -mon
,. sit, remain, -bwai,

abide -bw�nji
,, sleep ... -bum. -twenye. -twenye

-tul' -bitama
,, stand, stop, 

be erect 
,. steal ... •ya -imba -13ebe. -13ebe. •nyaiiga

-imbc,) -imbw

PREFIXES IN BA-YANZI 

Class 1. Mw-, Mu•, On•; 2. Ba-; 3. Moo·, Mu•, On•; 4. Mi-; 5. Le-, J·, - ; 6. A-, Ma-; 7. Ki-, Ke-; 
B. ? ; 9. N- (M-), N-; 10. same as 9; II. Li•?; 12. ? ; 13. Ke-?; 14. (l). ?, Bu-; 15. Kc.>·, Ku-?; 16. ?.

PREFIXES AND CONCORDS 1N PENDE 

Class I. Mu-, Mw- (mu, u-); 2. Ba-, Wa• (ba); 3. Mu• (mu-, u); 4. Mi• (mi-, i); 5. I-, Di-, - (di); 
6. Ma. (ma); 7. Ki- (ki); 8. ? ; 9. In• (Im-), N-, N-, Ny-, - (i); 10. same as 9; 1 r. Lu- (lu); 12. (rare)
Tu- (tu); 13. Ka- (ka); 14. Bu-, Wu., U- (?bu); 15. Ku- (ku) ; 16. Ha- (ha).

_I 

' .. 

... 

. ·• 

' .. "· 

... . .. 



45° ILLUSTRATIVE VOCABULARIES OF BANTU LANGUAGES 

PREFIXES, &c., I.N 'BA-KUBA, DIALECTS (TU-KONGW, �II.:ELE, &c.,
BU-l5ONGW, AND LU-MBILA1)

.No preprefixes, except traces in .No. 9: 

Class r. Mu-, Moo-, U-, W- (mu, u-); 2. Ba- (ba); 3. N-, Mc.:,-, Mu-, W- (mu-, u) ; 4. Mi•, Me-, Nyi• 
(mi-, i); 5. A-, I-, Di- (di); 6. Ma-, Ba- (l3u-r-ofigoo) (ma, ba); 7. I- (1 Ki-); 8. Bi- (bi); 9. Ii'i-, In-, N-,
N•, Ny- (i); 10. same as 9; I I. Lu-, Le- (Ju) ; 12. ? ; 13. ? ; 14. Bu-, Boo-, (D. (bu); 15. Ku- (ku); 
16. ? A-, Ka-?

121. Bayanzi and its related dialects are spoken in the region between the Lower Kwilu and the
Lukula-Luama, mainly to the south of the Lower Kasai; but also between the Kasai-Safikuru and the 
Lukenye. Perhaps also in scattered colonies on the west bank of the Congo below Bwlwbw and between 
BwlwbcJ) and the Lukenye. 

122. Pende and 122 a. Babunda are spoken west and south of the :viiddle and Lower Kasai, between
the Kasai and the Kwefigw. Eastwards its range probably goes as far south as the 7th degree of South 
latitude. The dialect of the Babunda is met with west of the Lwafige and east of the l\Iiddle Kwilu. 

123. Tukoiigoo is spoken south of the Lower Kasai between the Rivers Kasai and Lrnafige north of
the 6th degree of South latitude. Perhaps also north of the 8th degree of South latitude between the 
Middle Kasai and the Lulua. 

124. �ilele, 124 a. Bangongw, and 124 b. Bafigwendi dialects are apparently the speech of tribes
antecedent and subject to the Bapi-bu�ofigw. i5ilele or Wsofige is spoken by the Bai,ilele, Biefige and 
Ilasofige on both sides of the Kasai below the Lulua junction as far as the Lwafige junction. Ilafigofigw 
may be the same as the \Vafigofigw farther west, and if so, is spoken between the Lukibiu and Saii.kuru 
in the east and the Kwefigro and Lukula in the west. Bafigendi is limited to the country in the l3u�ofigw 
centre, between the Lubudi and the Lukedi. 

125. Bu�ofigoo and 125 a. Korthern Bambala are spoken in the angle between the Sankuru and the
Kasai-Lulua, more especially between the Rivers Lubudi and Lukedi, but also south of the Lukedi, to 
about 5° 20' South latitude. 

126. Lumbila was formerly spoken in the same region as Bupofigrn.

1 f'rejixes are almost lackim; in Lu-mbila. 
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GROUP DD: THE CENTRAL CONGOLAND LANGUAGES 

127. Misumba is spoken in the forest-country round Lusambw on both sides of the Middle Safikuru.
It is said to be the speech of the Bush people, 'flatwa ', or Pygmies. 

128. Lusamba) is spoken north-west of Lusambw, between the River Lubudi and the Saiikuru.

rz9. South Basoiigc.:,menco dialects. These dialects are spoken on both sides of the Lower Safikuru
from about 23° 20' East longitude on the cast to 21° East longitude on the west. 

129 a. North Basoiigc.:,menco dialects. These dialects are spoken in the vicinity of the Upper 
Lukenye and between the Lukenye and the northern bend of the Safikuru, between about 23° East 
longitude on the east and 21° East longitude on the west. Their range may extend north of the Lukenye 
to the sources of the Momboyw and Lwkorw. 

130. Bankul:<.) is spoken north of the Safikuru river, between the Lubcfu and Lukcnye river-basins;
as far west as about 22° 40' East longitude, and as far cast as 23° 30' East longitude; north to about 
South latitude 3° and south to the Lubefu river. The Wafikucu dialect is perhaps the more eastern 
form. 

l 31. Batetela (Sungc.:,) is spoken from theSafikuru near Lusambw and the 5th degree of South latitude
across the Upper Lukenyc northwards to the 3rd degree of South latitude, westwards to about 23° East 
longitude, and eastwards almost to the I.oimami river. 
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I. 132- r 133. . 134. I 135. 
F.nglish W-lemba A-kela N-kusu I Ba•bili 

I 
(South {North-west

Ma•nyema) I Ma,nyema)
-- ---- ---

Borassus palm
Bow ... ... U-ta
BowelsBrains ,v.oiigw
Breast (man's) Tulu
Breast 
(woman's)

Brother
Di-wele; a

Pami

Wu-ta
I-luiigi
Tulu
Di-yele
Goya

Buffalo 
Buttocks
Canoe ...

J-ati Bulu 
A-Sc.>kw Bu-fuiiga
E-cumbicumbi W-atu

Cat 
Charcoal
Chief ...

Child ...
Cloth ...
Cold ...
Country
Cow 

W-wanji

Wna 
Pekw
Cici

Crocodile .. . Kon de
Day,daylight W-cu
Devil, evil
spirit 

Doctor (medi•
cine man) 

Dog ......
Door, door-
way 

Dream 
Drum ...
Ear ...
Egg ... 
Elephant ...
Excrement 
Eye ... ...
Face, fore•head 
Fat, oil 
Father
Fear ...

Dwka

M-bva 
Lu-kfuki
Dw 
Gorn
Tui; a-tui
U-kili
Swfu 
Tu-mi
1-su
E-lungi
A-ba
Tapa
W-wma

Pfumu

Wna; b-wna
Pekw
La-iikesa

Konde
I-tuku
Dw-lwki

Bvw 
Lu-kpuki
I-lw 
Gwm(,I)
Lu-tui 
Bu-kili
Jwvu 
Tu-mi
1-su
E-lufigi
:.\1-bii
Apha
0-pfw.
o.r

Twku; a•t(,l)ku
Wu-ta Bu-ta
E-Sc.>pc.> 
W-oiigwT(,l)lc.> Ki-ari
Di-ele ; a-ele
Wna-iigw; 
w-ana-iigw.
Pami. 
11-aiigile.
U-tu-

M-b= 
A-kwma 
W-atu ; i-atu

:\1 wa-iikana.
Kaiigc.>. 
A-kaiiga.
W-lc.>we 

Ma-bele (pl.)

Mu-tamba-ne.
Mu-tw-ane.
Yeye

M-bwkc.>
(Ki-tafigi = 

raft)

Mu-kuiigu

Wna; w-ana. M w-ana
K-ana; t•c.>na

E-sinda. N-gulu.
U-kisi I-taku 

Lu-anza.
W-elu 

N-ombe 
N-gwena 
Lu-su; pl. i-su.

Lw•S(,l)si 
W-lwki; a-.
Ki-somwe

i\I-pe<o Mu-seke

Mw-ena
Bu-cu. 
Bu-entali

J\I w-ila
:\I.fwa M-bwa
Lu-kuke; kuke Kibi
N-dwta 
N-gwma N-gwma. 

Mu-pimpi 
Twi ; ma-twi Li-ewe; ma
W-kire; e-kire Ye 
Com ?-1-zwvu
Ti:1-i 
D-isw ; wa-13iu. L-isw: me-isw
Cu 

I-luogi
1-diswa;
a-diswa

Ywne or
N-yc.>ni

1-oiigi

Ma-kuta
Asa

136. 
Ila-kusu
(North 

Ma-nyema)

W-ta; bew-ta
Onge ; be-oiige
Lw-fandw : pl.
m-fandc.> 

Li-yele; ba-
W-afikune;

bi-afikune

i\I-bwlc.> 
Li-sake.>; ba
W-atu; bi-atu

Li-aala; ba
N-kumu.N-kcolc.> 

W-c,ma;
ba•(,l)na

N-gu(,I)
M-pioo 
E-kaiiga

N-gwene 
W-cc.>; be+

M-bwa 
E-kuke; bi-
K-dc.>t(,I) 

Li-toi; ba
nw-kele ; be
:--1-jCA>ku
T(l)•mn 
L-isc.> ; ba-isCA>
E-lofigi; bi
E-lisc.> or 

E-liswa · bi-
I-se ' 

Kima

137.Ba-mbc.>le
Lu-kili (?)

B-oiigc.> 
l:lu-tu; bi-tu

Bu-kulu; bi•.
flu-li ; bi-li

:.\1-boo 
Di-tCA>kco; ba
nu-atc.>; bi-
Du-buzi; bi
Bw•k(,l)ta ; be-

n-(,l)na ; b-ana
Tulu
Phi(,!)

N-gandu 
I-tubu; tw- or
tu-tubu 

Bu-limba ; bi-

M-bwa
Bele
Sai 
Di-phoo; ma-
Di-tuyi ; ma
flu-i; bi-i 
Lu-kulu; kulu
Tw-bi 
D-isCA> ; ba-iSc.>
W-sic.>
Be-ina
Phapha
Bw-ha
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English 

Medicine 

Milk ... 

Monkey 

Moon, month 

Mother 

Mountain ... 

Mouth 
Nail (of finger 
or toe) 

Name ... 

Navel. .. 
Neck, throat 

Night . 

Nose .. 

Oil palm 

Ox 

Paddle 
Palm wine, 
beer 

Parrot 

Penis ... 

Pig 

Pigeon 

Place .. 
Rain 

Rat 

�iver .. . 

Road .. . 

199· 
Ba-nohw 

Mi-afiga 

Man-jongw 

Kema 

N-gonde

N-jaiigwe. 
Ine. 

Hofigwe 
N-hwdi

200. 
l\fa-bea 
2coa. 

N-gumba

ni-aiiga; 
m-afiga

Ma-nyan

Cerna, 
Kima; bell+ 

N-gonde.
N-guon

Ya 

N-koli,
N-kuli ; mi+.
\l-biw; mi+

l\-niimbii;me- Numbi; mi+ 
N-janda .Ny-a ; bi+ 

l),ina 

1-twdu
!Ji,bwlu

J-ina ; m-ina.
Dz-ina (200 a)

Twwli; ma+
Ciun

Bulu. Bvuli ; bi +
(1-titi =
dar/,:ness) 

\1-pernba; me- D-iilii: m-iilii. 
D-ur' ; m-ur'
(200a)

1-lende Len di ; ma+

'\ y-aka 
Kapi 
E-hc.:,na

Kohw 

E-lofi.gi?

N-gwea

Di-bc.:,hc.o 
\f-biiwa 

Ko 

Mu-nja 

N-jea

l\y-aga 
N-gabi
Ma-nyiia

Koi : bro-koi. 
Kuhi 

Diie 

N-go : bon-go.
N-gii ; ban-gu

Peha, 
Piba 

Norn' 
M-fua, m-vwa.
M-pfuc.:,

Kc.:, ; brn-kw.
:.viin-tuli;
brun-tuli

N-jiia,
Jiww 

K •:ljie ; ma -+ 

20I. 
Ba-sik.i 

Li-kafi 

N-gon

Vy-ii; m-ii 

Li-en' 

:-1-seu 

202. 
na-kwkw, &,c. I 

:.vru-ndwa 

Yana 

1C/. Fenrandian words for '11•ater '. 

203. 
Ba,sii 

E-ba.
f5ui'i

J •ul' ; m-iil' 

r 204. 

I 
Duala 

204a. Wuri 

Mi-ai'iga 

J\Ia-nyofigw. 
Ngw,diba. 

Kema. 
Mro-sau 

N-gonde ..
(new moon). 
11-odi;
mi-odi.
(l'vlw-ese =
light) 

Inyi. 
Nyai'igc.:,. 
Yeye 

Mu-dui'igw 

Mu-dumbu 
Ky-andi 

D-ina; m-ina

l\Iu-tori 
Ny-ii'igw, 
Ny-ui'igu 

Buru, 
Bulu 

M-pemba

1-lendi.
l\I-bia

Ny-aka
Pai
Ma-ii

N-gusu

? Bw-endi. 
Y,wkw 

N-gwa

IVI-befiga

\V-uma 
:.\1,biia 

Piii 

i\Iu-nja. 
Mro-wpi ; 1 mi

N,gea. 
E-bwkc.o

.. 

... 
. ,. 

. .. ... 
... 

... . 
.. , 

,, .. , 

I • 
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English 

--------
Giraffe Girl, maiden 

Goat ... 

" 
God 

(he) 

Grandparent 
Grass ... 

Ground 
Ground-nut 
Guinea-fowl Gun 
Hair ... 

Hand ... 

Head ... 

Heart ... 

Heel 
Hide 

Hill 

I I 

223. 224. i I PandE;_ . . Ila-yafiga, &c. !
223 a. Ilo-ng1n 224 a. 

I 
j . 

I Bu-koiigoo, &c. 
224 b. Ba•kwta 

M-ange-ma-mwm,ooli Mo-ina mo•itu 

Li-tandco. Danda 
Dzeli 

.Mw-tu Mro•sc.>kc.:1 

Hippopotamus N-gubu N-gubuHoe . .. Honey Horn ... 
House ... N-dakw Ma. 

Furna 

Hunger 

225. I 226. 
Kaka ' Bube of Nort/1-

225 a. Kaka west and 
of Ngore J\Tort/1-east 

Fernando PiJ 

Wa•ita. Wb•wl'adi 
Sam Iin-pwdi 

In-tooboo-bwdi Dupe. 
Poot<,) 

Bw-yoola, Bw-lwna 
Si-lelikwa 
B-ooba

N-gal E-tataBurru Bu-supa.Ebi-supa.E-silaA-kungi E-ooala.E•dia.Ri-ala; ba-ala

Tc.:1 E-twe.A-silaE,teba
I-sapu-sapu
W-hintaKimati 

:Ny-ui Bw,e B-ea
Tu In-joobw

N-cala

1 See roots for f>enis

226 a. Bube of East
and .Sout!t 

Fernando l'o

M-oola-mu-iidi.M-oola-ka-hoola
M-bori,M-poodeDoom 'e-bori Ka-dupe. 
Kube. Lupe, Rube. 
Po:itwe 1-ye-oola

�i-lela 
M-oba.Tu-twkoo
E-tataE-sila ; bi-sila
E-kootw. Di,bacw.Di-ala.E•leoola,Me-nye

(' jin1;ers ')E-cue
E-tema.Bu-teba

Bw-e 
N-ciboo,E-cooboo.Cooboo,N •cooboo ; pl.i,coobooE-hoolc.i.N-cala.

Il1JJ•cine 

226b. Bube of 
5,oullt-west 

Fernando Pi/ 

M-o:ina-mw-ara•nna.(Bi-ootoo =
virgin) :rvI-bori; bam-bori N-kotoo 'bori

I-ye-oola,
I-ye-wla.
NyeoolaLro•koo'oo ; 
i-kc.o'ooM-oba

E-tata; bi-Bi-sie,Bi-sii
Ri-bacc.> ; ma-

E-twe; i,twe
E-tema; bi-
N-konda-kondaMu-tata.
Lwtoo. Sooba E-hulo

Bw,e Lu•boolw, Ri,bolw; 1 ma·N-cwboo.Luba

N,cala 
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