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UKUGABULA IZIGCAWU

Ndinovuyo olukhulu uku&a ndenze amazwi okwazisa
kumzi wakowelhu lc ncwadi, “Intombi Yolahleko”
(iNovel), ebalwe ngumNu. Enoch F. Gwashu. Le ncwadi
asiyokuqala kumzi wakowethu: zikho iincwadi ezitha-
ndwayo ngabafundi ezinje ngo“Nomsa” kamNu. G. B.
Sinxo, uNoliJwa” kamNu. H. M. Ndawo ne “nGqumbo
yemiNyanya” kamNu. A. C. Jordan. Nale kamNu.
Gwashu isondele kumgangatho wezi ncwadi se ndizikha-
nkanyile ngasentla.

Kwezi mini zempucuko siphawula okokuba isizwe
ngasinye sizama ukugcina intetho yaso ingonakali.
Kuqokelelwa ndawo nye iintsomi, iziBongo namabali
akudala, kuze kubalwe iincwadi zokufundisa ulutjha
ngeziganeko zamandulo. Le nto iyintetho yesizwe ifuna
ukuphathwa ngocoselelo olukhulu ngokwesitya somdo-
ngwe, kuBa ifane yonakale yakunganonelelwa ngaBantu
abayise&enzisayo.

Umbali wale ncwadi naye ulandela ekhondweni
loovulindlela Bakowethu aBabale iincwadi zokufundisa
nokuphakamisa isizwe sakowethu. Uzama ukuBonakalisa
uku&a le ntetho yesiXhosa itye&ile yaye inamaqhalo
amnandi kunene. Ngoko ke kufanelekile ukuBa sizidle
ngayo sonkc.

“Intombi Yolahleko” yincwadi emnandi kakhulu,
ku&a nzima ukuyiBeka phantsi waku&a uyiqalisile
ukuyifunda. Le ncwadi ineBali elinemfundiso entle
ngakumbi ku&antu &ascsikolweni aBanukuneza intlalo
namasiko aseBuqa&eni. Umbali usityhilela isizwe nge- 



zinto czithi zityejelwe ngadantu, izinto czithi maxa
wambi sidale uduje kuloo mizi ingawahloneli amasiko
nezithethe zohlanga Iwethu. Impucuko asikokulahla
amasiko aabantu koko kukuzama ukulungisa iindawana
ezingalunganga kumasiko akowethu.

Umbali ubonakalise uBuchule obumangalisayo ngo-
Iwazi Iwakhe kwizinto zasendlc. Ukwazile ukuchaza
imimangaliso yendalo. Inenc, le ncwadi iya nandiphcka
nakumntu ongenaliso libukhali lokugqala ubuhle Bendalo.
Kucaca okokuba indawo abala ngayo uya yazi akafuniseli.
Waye intlalo yascmaxhoseni neyasedolophini eyazi
ngokunjalo. Yiyo lc nto ekwazi kangaka ukubalisa
ngcngxoxo nempikiswano ezithi zibe phakathi kwabantu
ababomvu nabasesikolweni. Le dolophu yasemNyameni
(Alexandria) naxa ndingazanga ndiyibone, itfho yaano-
mtsalane kum ndakuva ngezi ndawo zikhankanywa
kweli bali le “Ntombi Yolahleko.”

Naantso ke, mawethu, incwadi ibekwa phambi kwenu
Ze nidimbazc ulwazi apho kuyo. Niya kuzuza lukhul
kwoli zibulo lobuchopho balo mfana wasemaTJ’haweni.,-
Ze niyithenge niyifunde ninganeli nje kukuyiboleka.
ukwenzela ukukhuthaza umbali ekubalcni ezinye iincwadi
ezimnandi. Ngaloo mazwi ndingathi ndiya yiyalcza
kumzi wakowethu ukuba uyifunde uve ubumnandi
obuphakathi kuyo. Indaba yotyelo ayikholi. Kodwa
ndiqinisekile okokuba nondinqhinela xa ndithi, “Luncuthu
maZangwa!”

Ndivumelcni ndiyeke apha,
Owenu enkonzweni yesizwe,

G. SOYA MAMA.
EBayi,

30 Thupha, 1951.



Intjayelelo.

linjongo zethu nge&ali eli sizame ukuBonisa ezi ndawo
v zilandelayo:

, (1) Ingqeqejo elukhuni kuBantwana ilindcleka kuBa-
zali BoBaBini ngokuncendisana.

(2) IxaBiso layo imfundo likhulu, kodwa kungena-
kulinganiselwa nexaBiso lalo uthando. Kwa nokuzcka
umfazi, kuyinto ekude le-e-e ekuyithaBatheni intombi,
kuBa inemali eninzi, okanye intombi itjhate umfana,
kaBa esisityeBi. Ingqili yawo umtjhato luthando olunga-

- jonge mfundo namali.
(3) Umthetho unengalo ende erintyela aBooni, kwaye

^^wikwBulala ngokunga ungazuza, yintseBenzo engenazi-
nghamo.
ul (4) Ukuzama ukuphakamisa umgangatho wokugcinwa
ikcwentetho yesiNtu ingonakaii, kwa nokwandisa iincwatif
‘ zesiXhosa elizweni lethu.

Owenu enkonzweni yesizwe,
ENOCH F. GWASHU.

EAle.xandria.
13 nKanga, 1945.



ISAHLUKO 1

IMPIKISWANO

“Nojenti, noko andiBoni ukuBa BuBulumko ukufundisa
umntwana oyintombazana ade agabadele kwibanga lesine
emfundweni.”

La ngamazwi awayethethwa nguyise kaNolizwe
kwinkosikazi yakhe. Lo mfo wasemaTJ'honyaneni,
uMzimasi, into kaMziwandile, wayeyithetha lc ntetho
nowakwakhe ngomntwana wabo wamaziBulo intwazana
eyayiludlwadlwazana olwaluqala ukuzisa cBuntombini.

Lo mntwana wayekwijumi clinesibozo leminyaka
yoBudala, kwakuxa ephumelele iBanga lesihlanu emfu-
ndweni.

Apha kwakusemNyameni kumaplvmdle edolophu eku-
thiwa yiAlexandria. Kwakumi ilali cnkulu ekuthiwa
ukuBizwa kuseluManyanweni. Yayahlulwe phakathi
ilali leyo ngumlanjana ekuthiwa liDeBera. Kwakukho
le ntetho phakathi kwaaBa Bazali ngexeja lokudliwa
kwesidlo sangokuhlwa, BcBoBaBini kuuphela, kuBausapho
Iwaluse luye entangeni, elapho naye uNolizwe.

Lo mfo kaMziwandile wayengumfo owayemBeke
kakhulu umfazi wakhe, elunge kakhulu naselusatjheni
Iwakhe, nascluntwini lonke enjalo ukulunga esaziwa
enjalo yilali le yonke.

Wayethe ncothu ngesithomo, umdak’omnyama oma-
zinyo amhlophe ofanelwa yintJeBe yawo eyayisisica-
ngcana nje esilevini apha, into ke leyo emfanela kakhulu
uyise kaNaantsi, umnini-mzi.

I



Naxa ke lo mfo wayengumntu waseBuBomvini, wayezi-
ihanda izinto zasesikolweni. YaBa nye nje into awathi
akaBa nakuyiqonda nakuyithemba, yaba yileyo ke se
siyixelile, ukunika intombazana imfundo ephakamileyo.

Hc! Ma sibuye kc size kwingxoxo yaaba Bazali.
“Awu! Yini na le uyithcthayo, yise kaNolizwe, sisi-
manga sani na esi uthetha sona ngoku? KungokuBa
isenza ni loo nto yemfundo ephakamileyo cntomba-
zaneni?” IBuze yatjho inkosikazi, intokazi yasema-
Jwapeni, intombi kaFuzile.

Le mazi yona yayiyinzala yasesikolweni, kodwa
ngenxa yokulunga nokufuma kwalo mfo kaMziwandile
kwaBonakala ukuBa aBazali BakaNojenti lo ma Bamse
umntwana waBo kuloo mzi noko ingowaseBuBomvini.

Noko, ukuchaza le nzwakazi asizi kuBa sanaBa
nje ngoko sisukela owona mxholo weBali eli. Ngalinye
nje, yayifanelekile ngokwayo le ntokazi. Yayifanelwc
zizambatho zayo, zmdilisekile, zifanele umzi. Yayingende
ingemfutjhane le nzwakazi, ithe qaBavu nje kuble egadeni
apha. YayiBukhanya eBusweni ngeBala. Yintokazi
eyayisithi xa ithethayo itjho kungamili ncha, isuke
idwaBulule nangeengalo ezi xa se ithetha. “Hayi, Nojenti,
ndithetha mna into endingaqondiyo ukuBa ingaBa
iBuBulumko, le ke yokufundisa umntwan’obinqileyo.”
Itjhilo le ndoda.

KwakuBa kungaBanga kho mpendulo uhambise wathi,
“Nditjho, ndithi ayiBuBo uBulumko ukumfundisa
umntwan’oyintombazana imfundo egaBadeleyo, aze loo
mfundo aye kiiscBenzela Bantu Bambi ngayo. Intomba-
zana, ngokuqinisekileyo, ayiphelele apha kowayo. Isiphelo 



sayo siseinzini, apho iya kutyeBisa aaBo Bantu Bomzi
wayo ngemfundo yeendleko zam.”

“Hayi tofo!” Uphendule watfho uNojenti eBufudu-
mala, “andifuni nokuyiva oku loo nto uyithcthayo.”

“Hayi kc, ndiya ycka, mfazi wam,” encama uMzimasi.
“Ngoms’ oku,” utjhilo uNojenti, “ndiya edolophini,

ndiya kufuncla lo mntwana iinguBo ezintja ukuBa aye
esikolweni edolophini kulc nyanga izayo; kufuneka aye
kuthaBatha iBanga lesithandathu. Akangekhe lo wam
umntwana aBe sisityhifili esifana noyise.” IBc iya phela
ke ingxoxo phakathi kwaaBa Balingane ngelo likama-
inJwapa. Kwayiwa kulalwa ke ngoBaloo nihla uBusuku.

Nje ngoko yayiBuBusuku BomGqiBelo evekini oBu,
kwakuza kusa kusiyiwa ezinkonzweni ngamakholwa,
kuyiwc ezindywaleni ngaBelo cala. Ngako oko yayilu-
suku olwaluxatyisiwe olu IwangeCawa ngumntu wonke
kuloo lalikazi yaseluManyanweni, kungoko ke ncngxoxo
ingaBanga ndc kuya phi kwaafia Bazali, kwakuse ku-
cingwa ngengomso, kuBa BaBuse Buhambile uBusuku.

3



ISAHLUKO 2

UMNQWENO WENTOMBI

“Molo wethu, Nolizwe.”
„Ewe ke, Nomadinga.”
“Kuthe ni, akuyi ecaweni namhla?”
“Hayi, sana. Andinayo ilokhwe entja yokunxiBa,

nje ngomntu oza kuhlala ekwayaleni.”
Lo Nomadinga liqaBanekazi likaNolizwe afiaBephu-

melele kunye ifianga lesihlanu kweso sikolo saloo lali.
Ngoku kuhlanganwa ngendlela uNolizwe esiya kukha
imifuno ngentsasa yeCawa ngexeja elaliphamBili kuhle
kwelokungena kweenkonzo, uNomadinga yena esiya
ccaweni.

Yayilisiko ke kumagosa ezo nkonzo zaloo lali, ukwalela
aBantwana Besikolo ukuBa Bahlale ekwayaleni. Ikwayala
iBihlalwa ziintomBi ese zinkulu kwa nbdodana. Kwakuye
kuthiwe ke umntwana akuphuinelcla elo Banga lesihlanu
ezifundweni, kwandule ke ukufia avunyelwe ukuBa aye
kuhlala ekwayaleni. BaBe ncndawo eyodwa Bona aBa-
ntwana Besikolo, kungekho ekwayaleni. Le ndawo
yelokhwe entja ke yona asingeyichani kakuhle nokuBa
yayikwangumthetho wamagosa elo zwe kusini na.

“O! Kunxitywa iilokhwe ezintjana wethu?” UBuzewa-
tjho uNomadinga emangalisiwe. Wayemangalisiwe, kuBa
yeyona nto aBengakhange ayazi ke le; naye wayeza
kunxitywa kwa lo mxhaka wokuhlaliswa ekwayaleni nje
ngoko naye wayeza kungena eBuntombini ngoku ngoku-
phumelela eli Banga lesihlanu kunye noNolizwe lo.



“Inlo ni! Ulhetha into yoku&a wena akunakuzicingela
ngokwakho loo nto?” Yavakala iBuza isitfho intombi
kaMzimasi se kucaca ukuba isisimanga kuyo le nto
ibuzwa nguNomadinga.

“Hayi, andikhange ndiyicinge nakancinane loo nto,”
uphendulc watjho omnye.

“Phofu ndizicingele nje loo nto nam. Akungaku&a
ndigunyaziswe mntu uku&a ndenje njalo. Kuya funeka
ukufia kuBe kho umahluko kaloku ngoku, umahluko
wokuBa ngoku ndiyintombi enkulu, endicinge ke uku&a
ingaalihlazo into yokuhlala ekwayaleni ndinxiBe ezaa
mpahla zoBuntwana. KoBonwa njani ke uku&a ndiyinto-
mbi enkulu ngoku xa ndisanxiBe ngolo hloBo?” Yatfho
le nzwakazi kaMzimasi emehlo ngathi ngakayisc, amiseBe
mide, emnyama namajiyi awo. Mfo ndini, yayijongeka
ke le ntwanazana! Yayicaphule kwiBala likayise yacaphula
nakwelikanina; yadiBanisa ke, yaza loo nto yadala
uBusomi kuyo.

BaBeye Bathi aBafana BakumBona lo mntwana, Bama-
n’ukusongela Bcsithi, “Lo mntwana eBenga angathi tyi
nje kunoku, ndiphose izwi.” Bambi uBungaBeva Besithi,
“Le ntwazana kaMzimasi yeyokuBa indoda izikhulisele,
inoBom.”

“Hayi, wcthu, mna andizokungayi ecaweni ngenxa
yaloo nto, ndose ndihlala kwa phakathi kwaBantwana
aaBo, kuBa nam andinayo ilokhwc entja.” Watjho
uNomadinga kuBonakala ukuBa uya cinga.

“Owu! Hayi mna topo, andicingi nokucing’ oku,
mntakwethu.” Watjho sel’ ehamBa uNolizwe esiya
emifunweni yakhe.
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“Kha ume kaloku, man, sikhe sincokole, noko lisekho
ithuBa,” utjhilo omnye.

“Yinto ni na ngoku, wethu, Nomadinga?”
“Kha utjho ke, Nolizwe, uza kuthi ni wena, nje ngoko

ke siliwelile eli Banga lesihlanu emfundweni?”
“Andazi, wethu, inene. Ndiva umama esithi utata

uyaala ukuBa ndidiuliselwe phambili emfundweni. Kucaca
ke ukuBa limyilc umama, utata uthi kwanele xa umntwana
oyintombazana akwaziyo ukubala igama lakhe. Kwanele
xa akwazNo ukubala achaze impilo yakhe xa asemzini
wakhe, kwezikude iindawo apho endcle khona. Kodwa
ndithi mna ndiya ya esikolweni; nokuBa se kumnyam'
entla, ndiya ya. Kunjalo nje mna andisokuzc ndendele
eqaBeni ndingelilo iqaBa nje mna ngokwam, ndixelise
umama. KuBa notata lo, ezo zinto azithethayo, wenziwa
BuBuqaBa nokungazi. Yena umama, xa Be kusiya ngaye,
eBefuna ukuBa ndifunde ndiBe yititjhalakazi, ize kuthi
namhla ndendayo, xa ndimkhulu, nditjhatwe yititjhala
okanye ngumfundisi.” Yatjho intombi kaMzimasi se
ithetha ingaphefumli.

“Ke, wethu, xa utata wakho alayo woya njani esikolweni
apho?” WaBuza watjho uNomadinga.

“Thula nje wena! Akuzazi izigqiBo zam nomama.
Kodwa ndiqiniseke ngento enye, ndiya ya esikolweni,”
utjhilo uNkosazana Mziwandile. “Wena uza kuthi ni?”
eqokela eBuza. “Hayi, mna topo andithandaBuzi, se
ndihleli ngokuncama, kuBa nasekhaya Bathetha kwa
loo nto.” Uphendule watjho uNomadinga elusizi.

“Owu! mntakwethu, ndiya ya mna topo esikolweni.’’
“Hayi ke, Nolizwe, sala kuhle, naanzo ezokugqiBela

iintsimbi, se ingena inkonzo.”
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“Kulungile, Nomadinga, sithandwa. Uz’ ufike phaya
ekhaya emva kwemini nje sikhe sincokole.”

“NdoBona, man, ukuBa andinanto yokwenza ndofika.”
Baahlukana ke uNolizwe noNomadinga. BaBcwathctha
la mazwi okugqiBela Bethcne qelele omnye komnye,
kunzima ukwahlukana.

7



ISAHLUKO 3

UMNQWENO WOMZALIKAZI

“Tyhiiii, molo, Gosa! Uyaz’ ukuba andikuboni na?”
Utjho esisa isandla uNojenti ebulisa.

“O! Ewe, Nkosikazi Mziwandile, uphila kakuhle na?”
“Ewe, Gosa, ndiphilile kakuhle kwczenyama.”
,,Ewe.”
,,Andigephiki ke namasuka-ndihlale eli lizwe.”
“Hmf Hm!”
“Hayi, Gosa, yile nto yalo mntwan’am, uNolizwe,

engandiniki kuphumla.”
“Yinto ni, Nkosikazi, ukuthe ni lo mntwana?”
“Hayi, Gosa, imbi wena into yakhe lo mntwana.

Uyisc uthi akathabathi nonyawo ekuyihambiseleni
phambiii imfundo yakhe.”

“Ngenxa yanto ni, Nkosikazi?” emangalisiwe.
“Usuke athethe imfitjhi-mfitjhi, wethu, athi loo mfundo

yakhe uya kuyisebenzisa phi na asebenzela Bani na eza
kwenda nje, ukuze, yena yise, azuze nto ni na ngeendleko
zakhe zokumfundisa. Kanti mna, Gosa, ngalinye, ndiya
funa ukumsa esikolweni lo mntwana. Ndixakiwe kc
ngoku.”

“Awu! Uxela into embana noko, Nkosikazi, kuba ise-
budengeni loo nto ’yokuba engenakho ukumfundisa
umntwan’ oyintombazana. Ukumfundisa kambe ke,
nawuphi na umntwana, akwenzelwa kuzuza nto ngezi-
qhamo zcmfundo yakhe. Kwenzelwa kwa yena ukuze 
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a6e nokuziphilela lula ngemfundo yakhe xa sel’ czipha-
ndela ngokwakhe.”

“Hcke! Ndikuloo ngqondo nam ke, Gosa. Koko
umyeni wam yena akaziqondi ezi zinto. NgokuBa yena
engazi no ‘A,’ uthi umntwan’am ma kafane nayc.”

“Kodwa ke uza kufumane uthi ni, Nkostkazi?”
Wa6uza wcenje njalo uGosa naxa waycngathi sel’ eyiqonda
apho isinga khona lc ngcombolo.

“Ngcnene Gosa andazi, ndixakiwe, ndixakwc nayiyona
yokuqala into cndigenza yona xa athe waliphumelela
ibanga lesithandathu lo mntwana. Se ndithetha ke
ngokumsa esinaleni eNxukhwebe.”

UGosa lo yayingumfo oneento zakhe, owasebenza
kusahlekwa. Ngale mihla wayengasenanto ayicela
mntwini. Wayesel’ eman’ ukusebenzisa amathole emali
yakne esebankini, sihleli sona isimbuku sayo.

Wayengumfo ofundileyo owayesel’ ehleli ngokunqu-
nqutha ipcnjolo yomsebenzi awayesenza wona kuloo
dolophu yelo lizwe, indawo ekuthiwa uku6izwa yi-
Alexandria.

Wayeyitoliki kwiiofisi zemantyi iminyaka emininzi.
Wayeno6u6elc kakhulu, enalo novelwano ngumntu
osengxakini.

“O-o! Andazi ke noko, Nkosikazi Mziwandile,”
uvakele esitfho lo mfo ebonakala uku6a uya cinga,
,,ndo6uye ndithethe nawe xa sinethu6a elihle.”

“Hayi kulungile, Gosa.” Kwaahlukwana.
Ngeli xeja kc kuxa e6escl’ efika uNomadinga ecaweni

apho, nje ngoko e6e6anjezelwe yincoko endleleni.
Ingene ke inkonzo, kwaqhutywa ngokwesiqhelo.
UGosa ukhobe uNomadinga ngesandla, waza wama-
lathisa indawo yokuhlala ekwayaleni. Uye wahlala 
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uNomadinga emangalisiwe, ku6a wayesel’ eyincamile le
ndawo ngenxa yokuBa cngenayo ilokhwe entja. Kude
kwaya ke ekuphethweni kwenkonzo. Kwaphunywa.
Kundulukiwe ke ukusinga emakhaya ingulowo, kuBafazi,
ecinga ngeembiza azijiye zingekavuthwa, kumadoda,
wambi ecinga ngentloya yamasi ezindlu zawo, kuba
lalijuju ilanga laloo mhla.



ISAHLUKO 4

UMTHETHO ONGQONGQO

“Gqoloza!”
„Kuya ngenwa!”
“linkosi ma zithambe!”
“Kamnandi ke!”
Kwakusendlwini yamadoda apha. Kufika uMzimasi

ebulisa kuvunywa. Kwakuscntselweni kumzi kaZenzile,
into kaDaniso, uGqwaJe, uyise kaNomadinga.

“Gqithela ngasentla emadodeni, TJhonyane, mfo
ndini,” watfho umninimzi.

“Awu, mfo ndini, be ndisafuna ukukhe ndithi vu apha
ngasenmyango ntanga,” utjhilo omnye, “ndikhe ndi&e-
thwe ngulo moyana okomzuzwana omnye, ndifile leli
bandezi leli langa phandl’ apha, Gqwaje.”

“O! lijuju ke wena.”
“Ngathi kum utjho nje wena ungalivanga, ku&a

usendlwini, mna &e ndihamba kulo.”
“Hi, mfo ndini, ntang’ am, nto kaMziwandile, yinto ni

le nto ndahlala ndibona inkosikazi yodwa ikhweza laa
mmango ukusinga enkonzweni; kuthe ni ungakhe uye nje
wena, mfo, uhambe nenkosikazi yakowenu?” Ubuze
watjho uZenzile encuma.

“Hayi suka, mfo ndini,” utjho esukuma enyukela
entla ngoku uTJhonyane, “inkonzo yinto yabafazi
nabantwana kakade. Mna andizange ndimbone ubawo
ekhokelisa int Jebe esiya enkonzweni. Kwanele xa luyayo
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usapho, kunokuBa ma ndize kubamba nalo ibekile apha
ezindywaleni. Kukhona ndiya kunxila kaloku ndedwa
ndibe ke phofu ndinabo abantu bokundilondoloza xa
ndisindakeleyo, kunokuba sinxile sobabini nomfazi,
sitfhisane, sitjhise neentsana zethu, kuba kaloku siya
nxila. Ma kube kho onganxiliyo kuthi sobabini ukuze
ajonge anqande izinto ezonakalayo lo gama omnye
anxilayo. Ngoko ke kulungile ukuba ibe ngumfazi
ohamba inkonzo, nosapho Iwakhe, ndinxile mna, zilunge
izinto. Ndiya vakala kodwa?” ehleka.

“Hayi, TJ'honyane, undoyisile mna, ndikuva tu,”
uphendule watjho ugxa wakhe ehleka naye, “undoyise
kwantlandlolo, andinalimbi endingankaniza ngalo.”

Uqubule ke ibekile ebiphambi kwakhe okaDaniso
wahambisa kuwabo lowo esithi, “Kha ukuphe eli langa,
ntanga, sandule ukuncokola.” Uthabathile omnye
wabulela, wasela.

Ngamanqam enyuju, singathi kwakonwatyiwe apho
kuselwa kuncokolwa kamnandi. Abafazi babethe thande
phaya ngasemnyango esililini, abafana bethe gwaqa
kwelinye icala, amadoda amakhulu ethc nqadalala entla
phaya. Zazihamba ibekile ziphambana kuratyuliswana
kuyinto emnandi.

“Hina, ntanga,” uvakele esitjho uZenzile ebekisa
kumhlobo wakhe uMzimasi, akukhov’ ukufabula ebeki-
leni, “kuza kuthiwa ni ngabantwana abaliwelileyo eli
banga lesihlanu ilelokugqibela nje kwesi sikolo sethu
apha?”

“Awu!” waphendula omnye, “yiyeke loo nto mfo
ndini, kuba nangoku ndihleli apha nje andingeze ndi-
kuxelele ukuba yinto endiza kuyithi ni na leyo.
UNojenti umise umnwe kunto yokuba uza kumhambisela 
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phambili uNolizwe, intwanazana le yam; nakuba be
ndisaala mna ukuba lo mntwana enziwe loo nto. Ayi-
sebenzi into yokufundisa umntwan’ obinqileyo, kuba
loo ntscbenzo yemfundo yakhe iza kondla abantu bomzi
wakhe. Ndiya themba ukuba nawe uya yiqonda loo
ndleko ukuba yengenambuyiselo kum.”

“Mfo ndini,” utjhilo ukuphendula omnye, “utfho
kanje emxholweni wento endayifungela kudala leyo
yokuba uinntwana acandc ilizwe csiya kufuna lc mfundo
ndini ingenamsebenzi. Le nto yale mfundo idala nje
isimilo esingesiso kubantwana. Idala amaqhinga kwa
nokuswela iintloni nezinye ke izinto czininzi, esinga-
hainbiyo nazo thina maqaba, izinto czinje ngokuchitha
amasiko oobawo emizini yethu. Ichitha nokuhlonipha
kwaaba bantwana bethu naxa sc besemizini yabo. Ungcva
umntwana sel’esithi, ‘ndinguMrs zipeqenge,, atjho cbiza
ooyise-zala. Ndibala nto ni na, mfo ndini Tfhonyane,
ndingasuka ndithi nma akasokuze aye owam umntwana
apho.”

Ngeli thuba ke kwakuse kulithuba ibekile ziphethwe
zaye neentetho se ziman’ ukuhla ngokuhla, athi omnyc
ethetha kube nzima komnye ukuba amlindc agqibe abe
sel’enga kungathetha yena. Kwakuse kuxokozela ke
kuloo mzi, phofu kuyinto einnandi. Kude ke kwaalilixa
lokuchithakala, kuba kwakuse kuhlwile. Ingulowo, emva
komqwelo namazwi omnini-mzi okubulcla nokundulula
abantu kwa nokuphetha umcimbi, waqonda indlela
egodukayo.
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ISAHLUKO 5

SE NDIZIXOLISILE MNA!

Sidafiye uNolizwe noNomadinga Benzelene izigqi&o,
uNomadinga eya kuncokola noNolizwe emva kwemini
ngeCawa njalo. Akazange aBe nakho uNomadinga
ukuya kuloNolizwe, nje ngoko kwakukho lo mcimbi
kowabo, kwafumaniseka ukuba akanakufiya unina
nomsebenzi ongako, wazixolisa ke naye wancedisa unina.

Ugaleleke kwa ngentsasa itNolizwe kusuku olulande-
layo, eze kuNomandinga.

“Molo, Tfhom,” ubulise kuqala uNomadinga ezi-
cengela.

“Molo wethu, Nomadinga,” ubulisile nomnye. “Ndali-
nda ke imini yonke izoio ndijonge enkalweni, kuthe ni?”

“Ndisuke ndaxinwa ngumse&enzi, Sithandwa, ndi-
ncedisa umama kumcimbi lo oBulapha ekhaya izolo.”

“Kanene! Ndiya khumbula ngoku ukuBa 6e kuselwa
apha izolo. Utata ufike engasanxili nje phezolo, eqhufia
amatakane.”

“Hayi noko, Nolizwe, yini ukuba ude uthi umnt’
omkhulu ‘e&enxila,’ akusatfho nokuthi ‘e&emnandi’?”

“Hayi suka, wethu, yiyo le nto izinto zithe qho ukona-
kala, kuku&a niphikele ukuzihlonipha izinto ezi.”

“Ewe, kodwa ke noko ungatjho ukuthi e&enxila utata
wakho.”

“Suka, wethu, e&enxila, nditfho.”
“Hayi ke, ma siyiyeke le nto, ntang’ am.” Utfho lo 
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mntwana ebonakala ukuBa ulusizi. “Ke ude wathi uza
kuthi ni na, wcthu, ngesikolo?” UBuze watjho ezama
ukudungudelisa le &e Bencokola yona.

“Yiyona nto kanye endizelc yona leyo apha. Ndize
kukuxelela ukuba ngomso lo ndiya esikolweni
eAIexandria. Ndiya kufunda iBanga lesithandathu.”

“O! Uthi ni, wethu! Uya vuya ke wena.” Utfhilo
omnye kuBonakala ukuBa uya nqwcna.

“Kungoku&a ungazi kuya wena na?”
“Se ndizixolisile mna,” kalusizi.
“Kungazizathu zini kanye owalelwa ngazo ngutata

wakho, Dinga?”
“Andingezichazi, wethu, utata usukc athethe ngokunga-

Bi kho kwemali.” Watjho lo mntwana efihla eyona
nyaniso.

“Owu! Imbi ke loo nto, Sithandwa sam, ku&a 6e se
ndiqhele uku&a nawe ezifundweni, sivana,” watjho naye
uNolizwe elusizi.

“Asisenakuthi ni Sithandwa, simele ukwcnza nje
ngoko siyalelwayo nga&azali.” Uzithuthuzele ngelo
omnye.

“Hayi mna topo, se ndiman’ ukufunza ikhitha-
kazi uku&a i&e lilo elithetha nekhitha nangayiphi na
into endisukuba ndiyifuna. NdiBe ndisazi uku&a loo nto
ndithe ndiya yifuna nje, umama akanakundithintela kuyo,
waye notata engagqithi elizwini likamama.”

“Hayi mna, mntakwethu nditsala nzima kwawam
amakhitha,” uvakele esitjho uNomadinga. “Loo nto
ithethwa ngutata akukho namnye unokudlula kuyo.
Nomama ngokwakhe, usuke ange ungomnye wethu
Bantwana. Akazange aBe nazwi lilelakhe kutata, nje
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ngoku kwethu Bantwana, naye wenza njc ngokwemi-
yalelo yekhitha.”

“Hayi, wcthu,” yavakala isitjho inzwakazi kaMzimasi,
“owam umama ngumntwana wasesikolweni, mntakwethu,
wazi ngaphezu kotala. Kungoko notata asel’eman’
ukuyekela kuye.”

“Owu! Nolizwe, mntakwethu, ingaBainKosi Yandenza
into embi ukundinika abazali abangafundanga, ukuba
ngaba kuyileyo.”

“Uthi ke wena BangaBa benziwa yini ukuba bakwalele
ukuya esikolweni, xa ingebubo ubuqaba obo?”

“Awu, Nolizwe!” Utjiiilo omnye cbufutheka. “Na-
ngani ndibe ndikuxelele ukuba utata wenziwa kukuswela
imali ukuba angabi nakho ukundihambisela phambili
emfundweni, uthetha nto ni?”

Yeyona nto wayengayithandi, lo mntwana, le yokuba
liyiqonde iqabane eli lakhe into yokuba yayikwayiloo
ngqondo ifana nekayise kaNolizwe leyo kayise, eyenza
ukuba, yena Nomadinga, aphoswe yimfundo. “Hayi ke,
ma siyiyeke ingako le nto.” Ivakele isitjho ekaMzimasi
ngokuqonda ukuba noko uwabo lo akatyhilekanga kwesi
sithuba.

“Nolizwe,” utjhilo uNomadinga emva kokuthi nqu-
mama okomzuzwana, “Ndilusizi ukwahlukana nawe.
Nam 6e se ndiqhele ukuba ndibe soloko ndinawe. Ngoku
ke umka ngesiquphe esinje, 6e ndi6a ndokhe ndithi
kumama ma kandiphe umgutyana nezinye ke iintwana-
ntwana, ndikwenzele iqebengwana elimnandana.”

“Xola, Sithandwa, nam andinakunceda,xa athe uMama
ma ndihambe ngomso, kunyanzelekile uku6a ndenje
njalo.”

“Ewe, Noli, kunjalo, mntakwethu.”
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“Yo! Nomadinga, ina ndihambe, TJhom’am, kuya
hlwa; ndisaya kusebenza izinto ezininzi kweliya khaya
phambi kokuba ndiye kulala ngokuhlwa nje. Ndiya
kuvuka kwa kusasa ngomso ndilungisclclc uhambo.”

“Kulungile, Nolizwe, Sithandwa, ma sahlukanc
ngoxolo. Uhambe kakuhle, wethu, wonwabc apho
eAlexandria. Ubale kaloku. Ndikunqwenelcla impume-
lelo nasezifundweni.” Wawathetha lo mntwana la
mazwi ek.hathazekile ngenxa yokujiywa ziintanga zakhe
zisiya esikolweni, yena engenakuya; kungeyiyo nentando
yakhe, koko ngomthetho kayise.

“Uze uhlale kakuhle ke nawe, ntang'am, nindiphendule
ke nani ndakuba ndinibalele, nindithumele iziqhamo
kaloku, ntombi.” Utfho esisa isandla uNolizwe ebulisa.
Usamkcle nomnye esithi: “Siya kwenje njalo, Sitha-
ndwa,” eyengezelisa. Kwaahlukwana.
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ISAHLUKO 6

INKOSl IZ'IBE NAWE, DLAMINI

Sidajiye ke uNkosikazi Mziwandile noGosa Besoniselwa
lixeja lokungena kwenkonzo Besaxoxa. AliBanga kho
ithu&a ekuphumeni kwenkonzo loku&a BangaBuyc
Baxoxe lo mcimbi nje ngoko uGosa wayenqwenela
elona thuba lihle lokuxoxa nale nkosikazi.

Ekuphumeni kwenkonzo wasuka umfundisa wamthuma
izinto ezininzi uGosa; noNojenti ke aka&anga salinda.
Uphume wadzulela ekhaya ecinga iimbiza zakhe, kwa nje
nga&anye aBafazi. Wayecinga nangosana Iwakhe,
uNoIizwe, uku&a luyinto ni na BuBuJufu 6elo langa laloo
mhla, nokuBa umntwana wakhe wayesisisulu soku-
tjhiswa naBuBuJuJu Bomlilo wamalongo kudiBene nofie-
langa, kuBa kwakuye kuBaswe, kuphekwe phandle mhla
lizolileyo kusongiwa igoqo.

Ngosuku olulandelayo uGosa ugaleleke kwa kusasa
kwaMzimasi. “Nkqo, nkqo, nkqo!”

“Ngaphakathi, Gosa!”
“Botani ke ngaphakathi!”
“Ewe-e-e!” se igqadaza le mazi inika uGosa isihlalo.
“Tyhu! Ewe Bethu! Kuthiwa thaphu phi na, Gosa?”
“Hayi, Nkosikazi, ndiphuma ngasekhaya.”
“Ewe.”
“Phofu kwa ngalaa nda&a 6e siyixoxa izolo.”
“O-o-o, kha uthethe ke, Gosa.”
“Kaloku, Nkosikazi Mziwandile, nje ngomntu oxakene

nento yokusa umntwana esikolweni, ndicinge okokuba 
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ma ndize kukwazisa ukuBa ndigqi&e kweloku&a ma
ndikuncede kanga ngoko ufuna ngako. Kodwa ke
qonda lc nto; loo mali ndothi ndikuBolcke yona, yoBa
ncnzala yejcleni epontini nganye ngenyanga.”

Kweli xeja ke kungenc umnini-mzi uMzimasi, cvela ku-
swa&ulula umzimba ngentwana yevanya kwa phaya kwa-.
Zenzile. Aku&a engene umf ’ omkhulu, uye wahlala elukhu-
kweni Iwakhe. Uncine ke iinda&a zamavela-phi kulo
mfo wasemzini. Suke uNojenti waalugqalanqa, waba-
bama ngumsindo ethetha esithi: “Wena, yise kaNolizwe,
akunanto yokwenza nomntu oze kum, engezanga kuwe.
Ayinga ngawe le nto azele yona uGosa kura. ABantu
onelungelo la&o ngamaqaBa, ku&a wona suku&a engezi
kum, eza kuwe. Wena akunanxaxheBa kwiindaBa
zamakholwa. Ndaye nditjhilo mna ukuthi, umntu
okhonza uThixo, uncedo lumvelela nangayiphi na indlela
xa asengxakini; ku&a, wena lo, waale kwaphela uku-
mfundisa umntwan’ am, uNoIizwe, ngako oko ke, thula
wena uthi tu, andisafuni ntetho yakho kulo mcimbi.”
Yatjho intombi kaFuzile engakhiwa phezulu yona.

“Hayi ke, 'ndiya yeka mfo wasemzini. Xa atjhoyo lo
mfazi andikuBa sathetha.” Utjho esiya kuphuma ngo-
mnyango umduna.

Ngeentloni zale nto uvakele esithi uGosa: “Noko,
Nkosikazi, asiyondlela yokuthetha nomntu le.”

“Hayi suka wethu, Gosa, iqa&a ma lizazi uku&a lili-
qa&a, ma liyazi nendawo yalo kunjalo nje.”

Cwaka uGosa. Kakade ke wayengemntu uthanda
ukungena nzulu kwizinto za&anye abantu. Inye into
awayekholwa yiyo, yayikukungenisa imali ngemali.

“O-o, ndivile ke,Gosa, ngendawo yenzala yemali yakho,
kodwa andinamali mna.”
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Bathc nqumama umzuzwana cmva kwala mazwi
kaNojcnti, 6o6a6ini 6e6onakala ukuba 6aya cinga.
Ku6uye kwathetha uNojenti wathi, “Kungaanjani ke,
Gosa, xa le mali inokuhlawulwa kwa nguNolizwc, xa
sel’egqiBile ukufunda ese6enza, ahlawule kunye nenzala
yayo ?”

“Ma sithembe kc uku6a uNolizwe akayi kufa enge-
kayise6enzeli le mali. Ngaloo mazwi ke, Nkosikazi,
ndiya vuma.” Itjho lc nka6i yamalanga se ikhupha
inxhowa yayo yemali, putyu iinto eziluhlaza zamaphepha
emali, wahambisa kuNojenti. Eso sixa sasikumajumi
amahlanu eeponti. “Owu! Gosa, inKosi Iz’ I6e nawe,
Dlamini!” watjho !o mfazi sel’ eyengezelisa iinyembezi
zemivuyo ezele ngum6ulelo.

Emva kokumbalisa igama likaNojenti kwiincwadi
zezinqhinisiso zobolekwano Iwemali uGosa ucele
indlela noNojenti wamkhulula. Wa6a yinkuku isikwe
umlomo lo mfazi, ekhohlwe ngamazwi okum6ulela lo
mfo wasemzini. U6ulise waham6a uGosa, waqonda
indlela egodukayo, wasala uNojenti esacinga ngo6o
6untu 6omhlo6o wakhe lowo.

Kambe ke kuya ku6e njalo ngaxa limbi. Aku6a liatha-
lala umfo emzini wakhe, eyinto engaziwa noku6a sisiciko
sayiphi na imbiza ekhay’apha, nangakumbi ke xa umfazi
angu‘Nov’clakhe’, kuya kuli6aleke okoku6a yena mfazi
usisiqu ekumile le ntloko ingulo mfo kuso.

Kusuke kunga6i njalo maxa wambi. Umfazi usuke
athande ukuba i6e nguye intloko. Kanti nentloko
yasekhay’apha akulula uku6a i6unjkele u6untloko 6ayo
esiqwini.

Loo nto ke i6anga uku6a iinkunzi zi6e mbini
6uhlantini 6unyc. I6e yimame ke ngoku.
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Aku&a cmkile kc uGosa, uBuye wangena umninimzi
sel’ efuthekile kakade. IBingumfo oBudengefa xa asaxo-
lilcyo ukulunga oku; kodwa xa athc waxakaniseka,
uBungethandi kusondela nawe.

“Nojenti,” ivakcle ibavumla isitfho int’ cnkulu, “into
eBangele ukuBa undiphoxe undenje njc phambi komnlu
wasemzini, uthethc nam kakuBi kangaka ndinge sc
ndiyinja le yakwanja wenziwa yini?”

“A, suka! Mus’ ukundifundekela!” Yatfho le ntokazi.
“Be ndingayi kuthetha njalo mna ukuBa Bc ndinguve.

ngakumbi xa uBunokwazi into cza kukuhlela,” Utfhilo
uTfhonyane sel’ cBiBizela ngumsindo.

“Ndim umnini-mzi apha kulo mzi kaBawo,” uqokele
watfho, “ndim onokuBuza nawuphi na umhambi imvela-
phi. Nokungathethi nto ngale nto uBuyenza kum kwa
ngeliya xefa, ndenziwe kukungafuni kwenza nto esekho
umntu wasemzini ukuze emke nezimilo zethu apha.
Kakade phaya kulaa nkonzo ycnu nithandaza nto ni?
Nithandazela ukukwazi ukusiphatha ngolu hloBo ke
thina maqaBa? Khon’ ukuba ngumfumayeli, mvangeli,
namfundisi, andinalungelo apha kowethu ukuBa ndiBuze
imvela-phi kumntu ongena ngalo mnyango?”

WaziBuza lo mfo ezi ndawo sel’ eligeza eli ngumsindo.
Ngcli xcfa wayevuma iingonyana zakhe uNojenti, equkeza
eseBenza izinto angazaziyo naye ethiwe ngxalc likpatfi,
lo mfazi, ezama ukuBonisa ukungaziduBi kwakhe ngayo
yonkc Ic ntetho yakhe umyeni wakhe lowo. Suke ‘gqum,’
umfo wasemzini. ngentonga entloko, waphosa phantsi.

Unxakame wonke umzi kwakuBa nje, kwaasisijwili
naBantwana kwaayiloo nto, waye esenza eyakhe uNojenti
chololoza ebonga, efwaBula, eqalekisa, ethuka, esithi ni.
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Wayc elilisela ngokusoia abazali Bakhe abamendisela
kwesi sigeBenga seqaBa.

Kwesi sithuBa akuBanga saBa kho nto ingaphaya
kwaleyo, umfo omkhulu uBe sel’eye kuzithi luqe kwi-
ndlwana yakhe, sel’eyinto apha eman’ukunyukelana
ifutha ifukamile yanga lipamba.

Ekuhambisekeni kwexefa, nengxolo se idambile kulaa
ndlu inkulu, nemazi enkulu se ithule ngoku, kwalungise-
lelwa isidlo sangokuhlwa.

Emva kwaso eso sidlo, esadliwa ngabantwana bodwa,
uNojenti uyile enkosini yakhe eya kuyixelela ngohambo
JukaNolizwe ukusinga eAlexandria eya kufunda apho.

“Ndingangena Yise kaNolizwe?” esoyika.
“Ngena.”
Ungenile okunene uNojenti. Uye wee vu bucala phaya.

ekubonakala ukuba noko wayeqonda ukuBa izulu ali-
tyhileki.

U6uzile uMzimasi wathi, “Ewe, yinto ni?”
“Hayi, TJhonyane,” uphendule watJTio omnye, “ndize

kukwazisa uku6a uNolizwe uya esikolweni ngomso.”
Emva kokuthi cwaka ixeja 'elide, ude waphendula

uyise kaNolizwe wathi: “O-o-o! Qhu&ani kaloku, ndo-
6ukela mna.”

Aanela la mazwi kuNojenti. Gwiqi, waya kuphuma
ngomnyango ezele luvuyo.

Kwayiwa kulalwa ngo6o 6usuku se ku6uye kwaayinto
emnandi nakuNolizwe o6elinde impendulo kayisc
exhalile, engenathemba, encamile emva kwemfazwe
kanina noyise.
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[SAHLUKO 7

U-NOLIZWE UYA ESIKOLWENI

Kuvukwe kwakusasangosuku olulandelayokwalungise-
lelwa ukunduluka. Kubotjhwe inqwelwana yamahaje,
kwaBekwa yonke impahla kaNolizwe enqwelweni apho,
kwagqitywa.

Uye kuBulisa kuyisc uNolizwe, kuba yena, uyise,
akazange aphume nokuphuma endlwini. Ufike wasa
isandla uNolizwe kuyise waBulisa. Usamkelc nomnye
esithi, “Uze uhambc kakuhle, uhlale kakuhle, Nolizwe,
mntwana wam edolophini, ungaiibali ukusibalela.”

“Ewe Tata, ndiya kwenje njalo.”
Ephumile ke uNolizwe uye kubulisa kwabanyc aba-

ntwana, wakhwela ke enqwelweni apho kwandulukwa.
Yayintle imini ngale ntsasa lizolile. Babebonakala
bcchwayitile aaba babekuloo nqwelo; uNolizwc, umna-
kwabo, nonina wabo. Bayihamba kakuhlc indiela yabo
bada 6aya kufika eAIexandria apho. Apho bafikclakhona,
nalapho waycza kuhlala khona uNolizwe, kwakukwa-
ninalume owayehlala kwilalana ekufuphi ncdolophu
leyo. Ukubizwa kwelalana leyo yiKopenpootjies-Draai.
Imi phezu komlanjana oyiGudophu. Lc lalana yabe
iyindawo ebisakumiwa ngamaLawu mandulo. Koko
amaXhosa wona akuba ingawo abemi apho, asel’enqu-
mlela ukulibiza elo gama layo athi kuse “Kompotyisi.”

Bagaleleka ke ooNolizwe kwaninalume xa litjhonayo
ilanga. Kwaba yinto emnandi kakhulu nakuninalume
uktifika komtjhana lowo wakhe, nakumzi wonke uphela.
Wafikela lo mntwana endangandangeni yobubele 
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bendlezana, inkosikazi kaninalume, intombi yasema-
Sukwinini. Kwabukwana apho ngobungenambaliso
ububcle ekwada kwayiwa kulalwa, emva kwesidlo sango-
kuhlwa nomthandazo owawuzuke kunene, kuyinto
emnandi njalo.

Apha uNolizwe waqala wabona umahluko omkhulu
kuloo nto wayeqhele yona kokwabo. Wayengeniswe
kwigunjana elilodwa kwa kolo xande lunye, athe akuba
engenile wabona imimangaliso yezinto ezintle, kungekho
nto ingekhoyo apha.

Kwakukho umandlalo wesiLungu omfum-mfum se
kwandlelwe iingubo ezimhlophc ibobo buqhele-qhele.
Kwclinyc icala kumiswe into yokugcina iincwadi zakhc
kwa neyokubeka iimpahla zokunxiba zibe nokuxhonywa
ekufuneka sixhonyiwe. Zazilapha izibuko ezazimbonisa
isiqu sakhe ukusuka elunyaweni ukusa entloko. Isitya
sokuhlambela nesokugcina amanzi zilapha. Yayilapha
isepha enuka kamnandi kwa nesisulo sijingiswe kwa lapho.
Le ndlwana yayisel’ imlungele lo mntwana, inzwakazi
kaMzimasi, eyayizithanda kakhulu. Walala ke kobo
bunewu-newu ngobo busuku nakuba wayengonwabanga
apho, kuba wayeqhele ukuba kokwabo balale bonke
lukhukweni lunye babe lolo ludwe.

Walala ke noko, enqena ukuthi efika abe sel’ekhalaza.
Unina wayelele kwelinye igumbi, nomnakwabo ekwa-
manye amakhwenkwe.

Ngolulandelayo usuku balungiselele ukubuyela ekhaya
uNojenti nomnakwaboNolizwe, bejiya uNolizwe apho
kwaninalume. Uyigqibe yonke loo veki uNolizwe
engekayi esikolweni, kuba zazingekavulwa izikolo. Kuthe
ngempela-veki waya edolophini nentombi kaninalume,
uNonzwakazi, eyayikwalelo qela looNolizwe kanye 
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neminyaka yoBudala. Kuhanjwe kuncokolwa kamnandi
zezi ntokazi kusiyiwa evenkileni ngokuya kufuna izinto
awayengenazo uNolizwe ezaziyimfuneko esikolweni.
Kwalile xa la mantombazana adlula cvenkile yokuqala,
ekungeneni kwesixeko, kwee thu ntwana ithile nga-
phambili, eyayibonakala ngathi ichwayitile le nkwenkwana
ihamba ivityoza ingonyana ngomlozi, ubunqwazana
eyayibuthe chu entloko BaButsalwe baza kuma phezu
kwamehlo, itjhaya isijungqe sesigareti.

Ithe yabulisa Bakuhlangana nayo, yathi, “Molweni,
nixhinelc phi na kwa kusasa kangaka?” Kuphendule
uNonzwakazi wathi, “Siya evenkileni.”

“Lo uhamba naye nguBani?” Iphinde yabuza yat/ho.
“NguNolizwe Mziwandile wascluManyanweni,” weenje

njalo ukuphendula uNonzwakazi.
“O-o! Ndiya bona,” itjhilo se ibekisa kuNolizwe

ngoku, “ndinguFikile kaMpambani ke mna; ndiya vuya
ukukwazi.” Akathethanga uNolizwe kwesi sithuba.

Iphinde yabuza le ntyewana isithi: “Ulapha ngani ke
Nkosz. Mziwandile?” incuma.

“Ndize esikolweni,” utjhilo ukuphendula omnye.
“Uze kungenela ibanga lesithandathu?”
“Ewe.”
“Se ndiqonda ukuba siya kuba baninzi eklasini yeli

Banga.”
“O! Kanti nawe uhamba isikolo noko utjhaya nje?”
“Ewe, ayenzi nto loo nto yokutjhaya; ayinamsebenzi.

Ungabokuva iititjhala zisithi amakhwenkwe ma kanga-
tjhayi, kuba eya kuba zizidenge ezifundweni, ayikho loo
nto. Mna andidlulwa nangowuphi na umntwana eklasini
noko nditjhayayo nje. Kodwa uze ungaze umxelele
uTitJhala loo nto, ngokwenje njalo woze uzidele into 
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obuyenza. UNonzwakazi lo undazi kakuhle, ndiBuze
phaya kuye. Ndiya yihetha intwazana efan’ ithethe
ngoFikile kaMpambani phaya kuTitJhala,” iqoBise
yatj’ho le nkwenkwana.

“Hm . . ., hayi ndiyeva,” utjhilo omnye, “andinakho
ukuyenza loo nto yokuxela omnye umntwana kuTitJhala,
abethwe ngenxa yam, ndifika nokufika apha.” Itjhilo le
ntwazana phofu kucacile ukuba yothukile ukubona
umntwana wesikolo etjhaya. Kodwa ngenxa yokusebenza
kwengqondo yakhe msinyane, wawathetha la mazwi
enyanisile. Eabulisene ke nomhlobo lowo wabo, kwaa-
hlukanwa.
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ISAHLUKO 8

ZIVULIWE IZIKOLO

“Ude wafika umhla wokuvulwa kwezikolo, ekungazini,
zivuliwe izikolo namlila ndiya esikolweni, ndiya kuqala
ifianga lesithandathu, nelokugqihela apha, ndizc kuya
eSinaleni kozayo unyaka, ekungazini.”

Ayethethwa nguNolizwe la mazwi ngomhla wokuvulwa
kwezikolo eAlexandria. Wayewathetha kuNonzwakazi
helungiselela ukuya esikolweni.

Wayeyithanda lo mntwana imfundo. Wayengazimisele
kuphelela apho njc ngaBantwana aBaninzi aBathi Bayi-
vuyele ingxaki ekhoyo kumawaBo ethintela ukuhanjiselwa
kwafio phambili emfundweni.

Uthe ke uNonzwakazi ukuBuza kwaklie wafuna uku-
qonda into awayethethela phezu kwayo, uwaBo lo, ngeli
Jokuthi, “ekungazini.” WamchuBela ke yonke injece
yokungavani kwaBazali Bakhe ngendaba yokufunda
kwakhe, yena Nolizwe. Yonke ke loo nto yaBa ziindaBa
ezaBetha abaBa saBuqonda noBude Bayo loo ndlela
isinga esikolweni. Eothuswe kukufiulisa komhloBo waBo
uFikile MpamBani se Behlangana esangweni lesikolo.

IBethiwe ke intsimbi Bangena Bonke aBaBekho. Emva
komthandazo wakusasa Baye Bahlala ngeendawo zaBo.

UTitJhala lo wayengumntu owayelunge kakhulu ngo-
kudalwa. UBeya athi xa avula umseBenzi, mhla kuvulwa
izikolo, aBaBuze ngaBanye aBantwana ukuBa Be Bezi-
khathaza na ngokuya ezinkonzweni ngexeja aBe engekho 
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yena esekhayeni lakhe ngokuphumla. Ngelijwa ke,
uNolizwe waBa ngomnye waaBo Bantwana ekwafuneka
ukuBa Baxelele uTitJhala izizathu zokunganyi kwaBo
ezinkonzweni, kwanyanzeleka ke ukuBa asichaze isizathu
sokunqandwa kwakhe ngunina ukuBa angayi enkonzweni
ngenxa yokuBa engenayo ilokhwe entja.

YaBa Buhlungu le ngxelo kuTitJhala. YaBa sisiyalo
saloo mhla kuBantwana Bonke Besikolo, esitjho ukuthi:
“NokuBa injani na ilokhwe nokuBa yibulukhwe onayo,
yicoce uyinxiBe uye enkonzweni. UThixo aKamkeli
Bantwana Bahombileyo kuuphela, naaBo Bakuzo iintswelo
Uya Bamkela ABambese ngoBuhombo Bentliziyo oBuzizi-
milo ezisulungekileyo.”

SakuBa siphumile isikolo emva kwemini, endleleni
egodukayo, Behamba Bencokola uNolizwe noNonzwa-
kazi: “Le titfhala yenu ingumntu ofundileyo nje,
ititfhala enkulu yesikolo esikhulu, iphoswe njani zizinto
zokhanyo? Ingathi ni ukuyikhuthaza into yokuBa
aBantwana Besikolo ma Baye nokuBa BanxiBe nto ni na
enkonzweni? Tyhini mDali! Ndiya yiliBala loo nto!
Mna topo andinakho ukuya ndidlakazela enkonzweni,
nondixolela.” Ivakele isitfho intombi kaMzimasi se
ingatyhilekile mpela.

“Kaloku Nolizwe,” uphendule watjho uNonzwakazi,
“uTitJhala uyicacisile into yokuBa uThixo aKajonge
mpahla yamntu, into Ayifunayo kukusindisa umphefumlo
womooni nje ngoko ke singaBooni thina. Noko ke uBe
ungeyitheli nqa loo ntetho kaTitJhala, iinjongo zakhe
zezokuBa siBe ngaBantwana aBalungileyo. Ngokuthi
poqo ukuya enkonzweni singade sizuzane noko kulunga 
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ngenxa yamazwi afundisayo athethwa ngahajumayeli
irnihla ngemihla kwa nje ngokuha escnje njalo noTitJhala
phaya esikolweni.” Wawathetha lo mntwana la mazwi,
elusizi yintetho ehise isetyenzisiwe ngumlingane wakhe
lowo, ngakumbi ethctha ngoTitJ'hala. Wayesel’ czibona
iimpawu zeenkani noNonzwakazi kuNolizwe, waalusizi.
Wayecinga nokucinga ngexeja elinga ngonyaka besaza
kuba kunye eqonda nokuqonda ukuba abanakulunge-
ielana bobabini xa kanti uNolizwe ulolo hlobo Iweenkani.

“Hayi noko Nonzwakazi, ndenziwa kukungayiqondi
nokungayilandeli intetho enjalo ukuba ingaphuma kumntu
ofundisiweyo nje ngoTitJhala, nokuba be kungade kuthi
ni na, andihambi nayo mna kwaphela loo nto ayithcthayo.
Umama wandifundisa ukuziphatha cocekileyo mna
wethu. Andinakho konke ukunxibainto endingayiqondiyo
ndisiya phakathi kwabantu ngathi andihambi sikolo.
Fan’ ukuba ndohlala ndinkulwa nguloTitJhala wenu,
ukuba andinakuba nazo iimpahla ezintja zecawa.”

Kuthe cwaka emva koku, zihamba ezi ntombi zibona-
kala zisezingcingeni zombini. Mhlawumbi zazahlukene
ngeengcinga naxa zazicinga nganto nye.

Zisaqondele endleleni njalo, zoothuswa kukubungezela
kwezinja kanti se zifikile ekhaya.
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ISAHLUKO 9

U-FIKILE MPAMBANI

Ekuhambeni kwamaxej'a nNonzwakazi waya emfunda
ngokumfunda uNolizwe, wada wathi ngokukhohlana
ncngqondo yakhe, wazimisela ukufihla eyakhc ingqondo
kuye. Ebeya athi noku&a kuya ncokolwa, uNonzwakazi
abe ngumntu osoloko engazi nto ycna, kwada kc ngenxa
yaloo nto uNolizwe waziva sel’ eman’ ukukhohlwa
ngoku kukumxelela iindaba uNonzwakazi, kuba kambe
lo Nolizwc wayesoloko enanto isesifuBeni sakhe, awaye-
soyiswa kakhulu ke kukuyivalela apho kuye xa ikhoyo
into yokuthetha.

Ngaminazana ithile ke, emva kwethuba lesidlo sango-
kuhlwa, xa babehleli egumbini labo Bephengulula iincwadi
zaBo Belungisa izifundo zaBo zasekhaya, suke uNolizwe
ngokutyhila oku encwadini yakhe, wafumana kukho
iphetfhana phakathi kwamaphepha encwadi. Lalisongwe
kakuhle libalwe igama lakhe ngaphezulu. Ingxolo
yokothuka kwakhe ekhuza yeenza ukuBa uNonzwakazi
naye aphose amehlo kwelo phetfhana, Baqwalasela
BoBaBini kulo Befunda, kwacaca ukuBa yincwadi eyayi-
balclwe uNoIizwe, koko umntu owayibalayo weenza
ngendawo eBuchule, ngokuyinyengeza encwadini ka-
Nolizwe engakhange aBonwe Bani.

Wayeqinisekile ukuBa leyo yayiyeyona ncwadi aya
kuyiseBenzisa uNolizwe lo akufika ekhaya, kuBa izifundo 
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zosuku olulandclayo zazikuyo loo ncwadi. Wayengayi-
thandaBuzanga loo nto ke umbali wephetjhana eli.
Kwakubalwe lc ntetho kweli phetjhana:

Emyezweni.
8 Thupha, 1923.

Nkosz. Mziwandile,
Ndivuyiswa kukufumana eli thuba

lokuba ndcnze esi sicclo kuwc, Nkosazana. Kwamhla
ndaqala ukukubona, Nolizwe, ndakuthanda ngenxa
yobuhle bakhoo Bunditsalayo. AndiBanga nakho uku-
zinqanda ekuyibaleni le ncwadi. Ndikucela ukuba
undithande.

Ndiya themba kc ukuBa akuyi kuyinika uTitJhala
loo ncwadi kwa nje ngokuba wenje njalo ukundiquma
usazi ukuBa ndiya tjhaya. Ndolindela impendulo
eyanelisayo ke ngesi sicelo.

Owakho ngenene,
Fikile Mpambani.

Bathe Bakukhova ukuyifunda le ncwadi aaBa Bantwana
Bajongana Bengathcthi, wanga omnye ufunda eBusweni
komnye into ayicingayo ngencwadi lcyo. Kude kwathetha
uNolizwe wathi, “Hi wcthu, Nonzwakazi, yinto endiza
kuyithi ni na le kaFikile?”

“Yise ngqo kuTitJhala loo ncwadi,” watjho omnye.
“Hayi noko Nonzwakazi, andingcde ndenze loo nto.”
“NgokuBa kuthe ni?”
“Ngenyaniso, andithandi ukuBa omnye umntwana

aBethwe okanye agxothwe ngenxa yam.”
“KungokuBa eya kuthi ukuze ayiyeke loo nto ayithe-

thayo kuwe uFikile, kutlii ni?”
“Ndi-ndi-ndiza kumphendula,” undindize watjho.
“Hayi wethu, Nolizwe,” watjho uwaBo, “asiyonto 
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ungayiphendulayo lcyo. Uza kuyiphendula uthi ni ke?”
“Andazi nam. Andazi ukuBa ma ndithi ni na,” ecinga.

Emva koku kuthe cwaka, kuBonakala ukuBa Baya cinga
BoBaBini, Bccinga nzulu.

“Ucinga ukuBa ma ndithi ni wcna?”
“Be ndikuxelele nje?” Ecaphuka. “Andazi wethu,”

uBuyekeze ngelitjhoyo uNonzwakazi.
BaBuyele kwa sezifundweni zaBo kungekho uthethayo.

Bade ke Bazifeza izifundo. Ingulowo waya kulala
egumbini lakhe.

Kwa ngoko, akuba yedwa uNolizwe wathabatha usiba
nephepha wayiphendula incwadi ayiBalelweyo weenje
nje:

EKompotyisi.
9 Thupha, 1923.

Mhlobo wam,
Asikuko nokuBa indothusile incwadi

evela kuwe, ilSethe ndaaliyilo andayazi neyona nto
ndingathetha yona.

Ndingathi, le nto uthetha yona ifuna ithuBa loku6a
ndiyicinge. Ngako oko ke uya kukhe undinyamezele
de ndicinge ndingqiBe.

Owakho ngenene,
Nolizwe.

Wathi eyigqi-Ba nje ukuyibala le ncwadi lo mntwana,
kwathi kanti elo thuba lokucinga se limfikele. UBe
ngazama ukulala, aBaze Bamfikela uButhongo. WaBa
ngazama ukucinga, ayaze yaseBenza ingqondo. Wambi-
nambineka uBusuku Bonke engenakulala Buthongo ephe-
thwe yidemoni eyongamele lonke ilizwe. Yayiqala
ukumndwendwela oko wazalwa ngunina noyise. Zaziqala 
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ukumvelela iinkazimlo zelizwe lo mntwana. Laliqala
ilizwe ukumxelela ngoBuhle Bakhe, liqala ukucela into
kuye, uthando. Kambe ke waycza kuzityhilelwa ngubani
izinto ama kenze zona ukuzikhusela kwidemoni efana
nale? WayenazigqiBo zini entliziyweni, enokuthweswa
nto ni ngubani apho kwelo gumbi ? Kwakumhla lizazisayo
ilizwe kuye. Kwakumhla angcnayo kwidabi eloyisa
abaninzi, idafi lezilingo zelizwe. Booyisa njani bona
aabo booyisayo? Wayengenazo iimpendulo kule mibuzo
uNolizwe. Bahamba ubusuku ephuthelwc. Kambe ke
ude wathi ekuzeni kokusa walala yoyi.
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1SAHLUKO 10
AKUKHO MPENDULO

“Nzwaki, laa mntwana uthi kuthe ni engayiphenduli
nje incwadi endandimbalele yona?” Wavakala ebuza
esitjho uFikile Mpambani emva kweeveki ezintathu
embalele uNolizwe.

“Hayi wethu, Fikile, musa ukuzibuza kum izinto zenu,
kuba andinanto ndazi yona ngezo nto zenu mna.”

“Hayi, Nzwaki, 6e ndiba uya yazi incwadi endimbalele
yona uNolizwe. Akakuxelelanga na?”

“Hayi, andazi nento le ngaloo nto,” efihla.
“Owu! Ukuba ebenokundamkela nje qha, 6e ndingaxo-

layo,” litjhilo eli qhuqhulufana li6onakala lizondelela.
Bancokolc ke ngoNolizwe apho ngasemlanjeni, ku6a
uNonzwakazi wayeze kukha amanzi emlanjeni apho,
uFikile edlula kwa lapho esiya kuhlanganisa iinkomo
edlelweni ukuba aziqhu6ele ekhaya. Aku6a eyichazilc
le nkathazo yakhe uFikile, uvakele e6uza uNonzwakazi
esithi, “Ke wethu, Fikile, uthi ni uNolizwe ngempendulo
yencwadi yakho?”

“Akukho mpendulo,” uphendule watjho omnye
kalusizi. Kwakucacile ngoku kuNonzwakazi uku6a
aa6a 6a6ini, naxa 6engacacisi, 6a6ethanda uku6a ma
kangabi kude kule nyewe. Ba6elufuna uncedo Iwakhe
kule ngxaki. Naxa wayezimisele ukungayingeni wa6ehle
waqonda uku6a 6aya lufuna nolwakhe uluvo kulo
mcimbi wa6o. Uhambe ke ukugoduka ecinga esenje
njalo.

.31



"Yinto ni ntombi, ulityaziswe yinto ni kangaka namhla
nje emlanjeni, inguwe wonke?” Ubuze watjho uNolizwe
encuma.

“Yo! Andilityaziswe nguFikile!” encumile naye
uNouswakazi.

“Ubani?” ngomothuko.
“Ufikile.”
“Ufikile?” Umjonge cmehlweni emthulisa igogogo

elo lamanzi.
“Lo kaMphambani.”
“Se uhlangana phi naye?”
“Ngasemlanjeni phaya, esithi uya kuhlanganisa

inkomo.”
“Unyanisile na, Nzwaki?”
“Ewe ndinyanisile. Uthe ze ndimbulisele kuwe.”
“Hayi suka, akundiphoxi na?”
“Ndinyanisile, Noli, andikuphoxi.”
“Kha ufunge?”
“Ndinyanisile. Inqhina laloo ‘nto ude wabuza ukuba

incwadi yakhe uya kuyiphendula nini na.”
Akuba engene kulo mxholo uNonzwakazi kuthe cwaka

umzuzu kubonakala ukuba uNolizwe uya cinga. Uqokele
ngelithi uNonzwakazi, “Fan’ukuba, Tj’hom’am, uxakwe
kukungaqondi ingqondo yam ngale nto yenu. Kanti
ke ndingatjho ukuthi mphendule uFikile ngale ndlela
ubona ngayo.”

“Ndithi ni?”
“Akumthandi na ke?”
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“Ndiya mthanda ke wena ngokuBona kwakho?”
“Ngokwam ukuhona, ndihona ukuBa uya mthanda

gqitha.”
“Uqonda nto ni ukuBa ndimthanda kangako ?” encuma.
“Tyho! uthi ndisisidenge na, Nolizwe? Kudala ndiyi-

phawula loo nto.”
“Undincamisile ke, Nzwaki, ukuBa kanti undikpoBe

kangako.”
“Ewe, kanti ndikpoBe tu mntakaBawo,” ehleka.
“Nzwaki,” uBuze watjho uNolizwe, “uya mthanda ke

phofu wena uFikile?” engamjongile.
Uphendule kade uNonzwakazi kulo mBuzo. Emva

kokucinga ithuBa wathi, “Ndingathi, Noli, uFikile
andimthandi ncam, phofu andinasizathu endingaBeka
sona, koko nje, akangeni kum ndakumphosa ainehlo.”

“Uthetha ukuthi mBi, okanye ufuna ukuthi ni xa
uthetha ngolo hloBo?” eBujala.

“Hayi akamBi, akathe ni, kodwa akandicacelanga
kuuphela qha.”

Emva kwala mazwi kaNonzwakazi akuBanga kho
uthethayo okwexejana. KuBuye ke kwathetha uNolizwe
wathi: “Noko Nonzwakazi andikuva, kha ucacise, uthi
ni kanye ?” Uhleke nje omnye esiya kuphuma ngomnya-
ngo, kuBa le ngxoxo iBisentangeni phaya BeBodwa.

Wasala ecinga uNoIizwe esenje nje: “AngaBa uNonzwa-
kazi uyifihlela nto ni into embi ngoFikile, ukuBa ikho?
AngaBa ungenwa ngumona kusini na? Khona umona
lowo ingaba ujongene nanto ni? UkuBa, ngenene,
uNonzwakazi uya ndimonela nje, uya kuncama kum.
NgoBu Busuku ndiza kumphendula uFikile.”

Kude kwadliwa isidlo sangokuhlwa Bengadanga BaBe
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nethu&a lokuncokola uNolizwc noNonzwakazi. Emva
komthandazo, &aye ngeendawana za&o zokulala.

Itha&athe usi&a nephepha intombi kaMzimasi yabala
la mazwana:

Kompotyisi.
Fikile Sihlo&o,

Lsicelo sakho ndiya samkela.
Owakho ngencne,

Noiizwe.
Ya&a ngaloo mazwana amBalwa kuuphela yavalwa

incwadi. Ekuphelcni konyaka, uNolizwe waoa ngomnye
waBaphumeleleyo kwiimviwo zelo &anga lesithandathu.
Wa&a nokwamkelwa eSinaleni eNxukliwe&e. UqhuBe
kakuhle nalapho wada wafumana iphepha lakhe loku-
phumelela unyaka wesithathu. UFikile naye waBa
nokulifumana iphepha lakhe JoButitfhala emThwaku,
apho wayefunda khona yena. Kwa noNonzwakazi
waBa nokuwuphumelela unyaka wesithathu eNxukhweBe.
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ISAHLUKO 1 1

EMAKHAYA

AaBa Bantwana BoBathathu Ba&enethamsanqa loku-
fumana izikolo emakhayeni aBo. UFikile noNonzwakazi
BaBefundisa ekhayeni laBo eAlexandria kwisikolo esinye.
UNolizwe wayefundisa kuloo lali inkulu yaseluMa-
nyanweni, apho wayezalwe wakhulela khona. Waye-
fundisa phantsi kolawulo lomfana kaMavuso, uLungile,
owayeyingqonyela kweso sikolo wayefunda kuso kanye
uNolizwe kumaxeja aphambili. Nje ngoko wayeze
ngokufumana umsebenzi wokufundisa apho eluMa-
nyanweni uLungile Mavuso lo, siya kuthanda ukukhe
simchaze kancinane.

Wayengumfana waseCawa, emaNgxongweni. Wayesel’
eminyaka mithathu ke efundisa eLumanyanweni apho
csaziwa kakhulu ngaBemi Belo zwe. NaseAlexandria
phaya wayesel’ eqondwe kakhulu lo mfana, edume ngento
enye, uBubele, kulo lonke elo. Wayengumfana kanye
owayeqala ukusa eBudodeni ekwiminyaka emafumi
maBini avisayo. Wayentsundu ngeBala, omehlo azele
luncumo ethule nje engekancumi yena, aBe wona amehlo
sel’entama 060 BuBele wayedume ngabo. Wayengemde
kuya phi, engumfo nje kakuhle.

Ngalinye, lo mfana wayethandeka, naye ezithanda,
kungekho ezambathweni kuuphela. Nasesimilweni sakhe
wayengakpokrisi. SasinqaBile isikhalazo ngaye phakathi
kwaBantu, kwaBaBorovu naBasesikolweni wawungekhe 
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uve sihlaBo. Wayengenalo ucalulo c6u6eleni. Wawu-
ngathi um6ona phakathi kwahantu 6otywala ufunge
uku6a naye ukhe wafumana etywaleni 060, kanti ubunge-
lihali umfana olixelegu xa um6ona phakathi kwa6embola,
engazoyikiseli nezinxi6o zakhe emboleni. Kanti ngalo
lonke elo xeja ulwa neentliziyo zabantu ezoyisela kwezeli-
Zwi nakwezemfundo. Kwa6a kho ukufudumala kwee-
nkonzo nokwanda kwenani la6antwana esikolweni.

Wayephantsi kwalo mfana ke uNolizwe. Waziva naye
esekonwabeni emse6enzini, ku6a uqale yena, uNolizwe,
ukufundisa apha indawo se isihla, ngenxa yemisebenzi
eyenziwe ngulo mfana kaMavuso. Wayengowokuqala
uNolizwe ukuncedisa kweso sikolo, oko sasckwayo
sagcina ititjhala enye ngo6uphantsi 6enani la6antwana.

Phaya eAlexandria uNonzwakazi wayephantsi
komhlo6o wakhe omdala, uFikile Mpambani. Kwa6a
yinto emnandi nakuye, kusenkululekweni.

Kwakonwatyiwe ngaa6a 6antwana 6onke hewuthanda
umsebenzi wa6o wokuphakamisa nokukhokela iAfrika.
Babewukhuthalele kananjalo umsehenzi wa6o kwa nje
ngoku6a kwakunjalo ekufundeni kwa6o, 6evelisa nezinto
ezintj'a zempucuko yelabo ixeja.

Naku6azali 6a6o kwa6a luvuyo 6evuyela inkquBo
yabantwana 6a6o. Nomf’ omkhulu umNu. Mziwandile
wayesel’ eyilibele imixhathiso awayekade eyenza esaala
uku6a intombi yakhe ma ifundiswe. A6e yincoko
engaphele ndawo ngoku nakwainanye amadoda into
yokufundisa komntwana wakhe, loo nto iligugu clikhulu.

Ngoku wayengasenguye u‘Tata-ka-Nolizwe’ xa
a6izwayo, kwakusekusithiwa “Tata-ka-Mistress.” Elo
gama lamenza uku6a lo mfo kaMziwandile ayincame
ibekile ngeemini zeCawa, ngakumbingexeja lenkonzo 
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yakusasa. E5cya anxibe kakuhlc ngeCawa ayc enko-
nzwcni andule kc ukuya kuphozisa akubuya.

Loo nto wayeycnzela ukuhlonipha elo gama litjha
awayesel’ ebizwa ngalo kwa negama eyayisel’ ibizwa ngalo
intombi yakhe, elo lokuba “Mistress.”

Kodwa uNojcnti kwaba kukhona limxikayo ikfatji,
waba nenqala ecinga iimini zangaphambili, ebethwa
iinduma ngumyeni wakhe, etsala nzima yedwa ngoko-
mhlolokazi, cfuna iimali zokufundisa lo mntwana,
emainbathisa, emondla esithi ni. Zonke ezi ngcamango
zazisamhleli lo mfazi, enalo neqhayiya lokuba wamthwala
yedwa lo mntwana wabo, nzima, wada waphumelela.
Wayengathandi nokuba umyeni lo wakhe athethe^anto
eyokuncoma intombi yabo ngempumelelo yayo nokuzuza
kwayo iwonga lobutitjhalakazi. Ubesuka angaphenduli
nokuphendula oku. Wayesamzonda kangako ke umyeni
wakhe.
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ISAHLUKO 12

U-NOMADINGA DANISO

BaBuzolile ubusuku iqaqambile inyanga zikhanya
iinkwenkwezi kuso isibakabaka csiluhlaza, bctjholoza
oonomasele ezintilini, ikhonya imikhonyo emathafeni,
zivuthela kuhle izikhova emaxandekcni. Babuzolile 060
busuku. Phantsi kwemithi kwakuvakala ukuphephezela
kwempepho cmnandi eyayisalatha ukuba yayibubusuku
behlobo obu. Kwakuhleli umfana phakathi kwecntya-
tyambo, kwincha eluhlaza eyayilinywe apho phakathi
kwazo kwisitiyana seentyatyambo esasenziwe apho
phambi kwendlu. Wayebonakala ngathi uchwayitile lo
mfana, ecula ingonyana emnandana ekwavakala mabini
kuuphela kumazwi ayo le ngoma, amazwi athi, “Mna
nenyanga.”

Wayeyicula le ngoma ngelizwana eliphantsi kakhulu
enokuviwa kuuphela ngowayeyiphulaphule. Wayesitfho
ngelizwi elimnandi kunene eliqeqejekileyo. Wayeyicula,
lo mfana, le ngoma, ejonge enyangeni engathi uculela
yona, nayo yayingathi ijonge kuye imphulaphula ngo-
ncumo. Kwakuxa inyanga ijiya umhlaba, ilengalenga
phezu kwazo iinduli ezisempumalanga. Lo ke yayingu-
Lungile kaMavuso.

“Bota, Titj'hala.”
“O! Nguwe Nkosz. MziwandiJe!” esothuka, “bota,

Titjhalakazi.”
“Uvela phi na, Titjhalakazi?” kubuza kwa uLungile.
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“Ndivela ekhaya, Titj'hala, ndize kudlula kuwe ukuze
ndifumane umntu wokuya naye emculweni.”

“O-o, ewe, Titjhalakazi, ufika kanye xa ndicinga ngo-
kunduluka, koko Be ndisayolelwe yile ndawo ndihleli
kuyo. Ndigxothwa BuBuJuJu oBuphaya endlwini ndeza
kuhlala apha ekupholeni.”

“Ndiya qonda nam ukuBa wonwaBile, ndiva nengoma
le imnandi kangaka oBuyicula,” utjho uNolizwe encuma.

“Ndisuke ndacinga kamnandi, Titjhalakazi,” uphendule
omnye naye encuma, “ndizive ndinemihlali ndakujonga
uBuhle Bendalo phantsi koBuqaqawuli Bemitha yenyanga,
ndaziva ndithanda ukucula eli culo, ‘nma nenyanga,’
kuBa ndithe ndakubeka-beka ndaBona ukuBa ndim
ndedwa nenyanga kuuphela kule ndawo imnandi kangaka
endihleli kuyo, andinamntu ndihleli naye kuyo” watjho
ehleka.

BakuBa Belungele ukunduluka ke ukusinga emculweni
apho, Beenje njalo ke Behamba Bencokola. Uvakele
esithi uNolizwe, “UBe uthetha ukuthi ni na Titjhala
ngokuthi uthe wakubeka-beka akwaBona mntu ohleli
naye kulaa ndawo uBuhleli kuyo, uButhetha umntu othe
ni?” ’

“Hayi, 6e ndithetha umntu wokundichwayitisa nga-
phezu kokuBa ndichwayitile nje ngoku,” uphendule
watjho omnye.

“Akuchwayitise njani?” IBuze yatjho inzwakazi ka-
Mzimasi.

“Ndithetha nje ngoko indim ndingumntu phakathi
kwaBantu,” uphendule watjho omnye engamjonganga.

“Ufuna umntu othe ni ke?”
“Kukho umntu endicinga ukuBa angandichwayitisa,

Titjhalakazi. Ndisoloko ndicinga ngaye, ndicinga 
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nokuBa ma ndithethc naye. Nangoko 6e ndihleli phaya
ndedwa Be ndicinga ngayc.” Utjho lo mfana kuBonakala
ukuBa akayithandaBuzi le nyaniso.

“Akungendixeleli na lo mntu Titfhala?” UBuze watjho
omnye.

“Kuthe ni na Titjhalakazi se unga ungamazi.nje lo
mntu?” ehleka.

“Hayi ndiya &uza nje kodwa.”
“Andingekufihleli noko nje ngomntu endimthemBayo.”
“NguBani na ke?”
Uthe cwaka umzuzwana uLungile kuBonakala ukuBa

iingcinga zakhe azisaphathele kuloo ncoko yakhe neqa-
Bane'elo lendlcla. Uthc ngokucinga ukuBa uwaBo lowo
ulinde impendulo ngeendleBe eziBaziweyo, waphcndula
ethethela phantsi wathi, “UNomadinga Daniso.”

IBe ngaloo mazwi kuuphela kuloo mpendulo yayilinde-
Iwe nguNolizwe. Yimpendulo eyeenza ukuBa kuhanjwe
umgama omde kungasancokolwa ngaaBa BaBini.

Wayecinga uNolizwe esenje nje: “Angathi ni uTitJhala
ukuwa kumntu ongelulo udidi Iwakhe? Ewiswa yinto ni
khona kuNomadinga engemhle nokuBa mlile nje?
Kunyanisiwe kanti xa kuthiwa umntu woze aziphoxe
emhJe efanelekile ngokusuka awe kumntu ongeni.”

KuBuye kwathetha uLungile wathi, “Kuthe ni na
Titjhalakazi usuke wee cwaka nje?”

“Wena kuthe ni uthe cwaka nje?” uphindisele watjho
nomnye. Le miBuzo ime yodwa kuBa ngeli xeja BaBese
Befika apho BaBesiya khona.

Kwakuphithizela kufane kwaalulutjha kuloo holo
yaseluManyanweni, kuyinto emnandi kuye wonke owaye-
lapho, kuBa umculo yenye yezinto ezazixatyisiwe kunene
ngumlisela nomthinjana welo zwe.
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Zazitfholoza Bethu iikwayala zisitfho ngentfolo
emnandi. Wayelapho uNomadinga intombi kaDaniso.
Wayeququzcla apho ehambisa iziphungo ebantwini,
yazibalula apho le nzwakazi ngokukhuthala noBuBele.
Wayewenza wonke lo msehenzi wakhe, wayenyulelwe
wona, ngoncumo olwalusenzelwa wonke owayelaphoi
Yinto leyo eyaBctha baman’ ukukpvecana abafana
yakuza ngakuBo le nzwakazi. Athi umfana eyithabatha
nje ikomityi yeti abe amehlo akhe engajongc komityi,
ejonge kulowo uyihambisayo. Wumbi umfana athethe
nje into engeni ngokunga angakhe athethe nje nalo mntu,
ekwacaca ukuba umfana sel’ enqena nje ukuyiyeka le
nzwakazi idlule engakhange athethe nayo, nokuze babone
nabanye abafana ukuba yena ukhe wathetha nayo, bona
belibele kukugqontfiza nje.

Wayengomnye waaba bafana noLungile. Uthe akufika
kuye umququzeh wempunga, wabonakala naye engenakho
ukuzinqanda ekuthetheni nayo le ntombazana. Uvakele
esithi, “Enkosi kakhulu Nkosz. Daniso, ndiya yibulcla
impunga ondizisele yona.” Uwathethe lo mfana la mazwi
ombulelo encuma. Ulubuyisele nomnye olo ncumo
kwaakuuphela akwaba kho zwi.

“Ndiziva ndidiniwe noko wethu, se ndinqwenela ukuya
kulala ngoku,” uphinde watfho uLungile.

“O! Titfhala, se udinwe kwa nini kusaqalwa nje?”
ubuze watfho omnye.

“Hayi, Dinga, fan’ukuba andikho ntweni, ndisuke
ndaayinto nje, andazi ukuba kuthe ni na.”

“Kuthe ni, akuphilanga na?”
“Hayi, phofu andiva ndawo ibuhlungu.”
“Kuthe ni na ke?”
Be ndingakuchazela Gqwafe xa unokundivumela, 
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undinyamezele, undiphe iihuha elaneleyo ndikhe ndi-
kuchazele eyona nto indidu&ayo.”

“Ndingalenza noko ngoku Titjhala elo thuBa, ku6a
ndisaBafezilc naBantu ukuBapha into ephungwayo,
ndingakhe ndenze umzuzwana ndikhe ndiphulaphule.”

“Kungekho apha Nkosz. Daniso,” utjhilo umfana.
“Phi na ke?” waBuza omnye Bundwe&a.
“Apho sinokuBa sedwa khona.”
“Phi?”
“Phandle.”
“Kukho aBantu naphandle.”
“Siya kuBakhwelela aBantu si6e sedwa.”
“Titjhala noko ndiv’ intw’embi, andikuBa nalo elo

thuba nje ngoko ndingekawuqojelisi lo msebenzi wam,”
yatjho le ntwazana se i&onakala uku&a inamanwele
ngoku.

“Kuhle ke Nkosz. Daniso, se ndiya kukupheleka xa
ugodukayo ke.” Utjhilo okaMavuso ephosa mnatha
wumbi, kuBa owokuqala uphume ze. Okunenc kc, uphume
ncnto lo wesi&ini umnatha, ku&a lithe elokuphendula,
“Kulungile ke Titjhala.”

Uwathethe la mazwi lo mntwana sel’ejalile. Zazimpethe
iingcinga. Wayedidekile, engaziva nalapho akhona
engayiphawuli naloo ntetho yakhc ukuBa yayiphuma
kuye ngenene. Wathi naxa aqojelisa umseBenzi lowo
wakhe, kwaakukhona angayaziyo into ayenzayo. Wayc-
cinga, ekhohliwe, engafumani ukuBa wayeza kuthetha
nto ni na lo mfana kuye. Wayezothuka futhi-futhi
ukuBa ingaBa nguye ngenene na, eyintombi kaDaniso nje,
ongade anike umfana ithuBa lokuthetha naye.

Wothuswe kwezi ngcinga kukutjholoza kwekwayala 
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kaTitJhala isitjho ngodlwaBevu Iwengoma eyayithctha
amazwi athi:

Nzwakazi ndini wahlal’ uhleli entliziyweni yam;
Emini nascBusuku ndisoloko ndicinga wena;
Andonwahi ndingakuBoni, ngenene ndiya kuthanda.

La mazwi ale ngoma eenza ukuBa aBafana 6eme
ngeenyawo yakuBa igqityiwe ukuculwa, Bayiphinda-
phinda ukuyithenga ukuBa ma iphindwe ukuculwa.

Emva koku ke umgcini-sihlalo uwuvalile umseBenzi.
Kwaphunywa kwagodukwa.

Yayisel’ isiya kutjhona inyanga. BaBuse Buhambile
uBusuku. Kwakusavakala ukulilisela kwezikhova
kuuphela, ithokombisile yonke indaio icokomele usuku
olulandelayo, kuBa Iwaluse lusondele. Phaya ezintlanjeni
kwakulelc inkungu ivuzisa amathontsi omBethe, isenzela
ukuhombisa intsasa elandelayo kwincha eluhlaza yejpjo.

Kwakuvakala ingxokozelo yokukhonya kwemiqhagi
yeenkuku kuloo lali inkulu. Kwakuthe zole, inokuvakala
ngokucacileyo ingxolo yokukhonkotha kwezinja, zisiva
isitfhobozo sentswahla yaBantwana BeBuya emculweni,
nentsini yaBafana Behamba Bencokola, umgqumjelo
wamadoda encokola ngemali ehlanganiswe emculweni;
isichoBokoJane saBafazi Bephikisana ngeekwayala eyona
icule kamnandi kunezinye, namayeyeye aamantombazana
elinganisa azive emculweni apho. BaBa BaBini kuuphela
aBantu aBaBethethela phantsi kwaaBo Bantu BaBephuma
kuloo mculo. YayinguLungile noNomadinga. AaBa
BaBehamba ngendlela eyodwa, Bethetha nganto yimbi.

“Ndiya yiBulela le mbeko undenzele yona Nkosz.
Daniso, uyivule ngelo okaMavuso ingxoxo, “ukundivume-
la ndilifumane eli thuba lokuBa ma ndithethe nawe,
ndithethe le nto ingaphakathi kwam. Ndinge ke Gqwaje 
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akungcndivi kakuBi. Andinqwenele kukukhalhaza konke,
wondixolela ke ukuba ku6c njalo. Naantsi kc into
edu6a-du6a umphcfumlo wam, nje ngoku6a 6e se ndikhe
ndatjho, ndisoloko ndimelwc yinto enye, esisithukuthezi
kum ndakucinga uku6a ndingasuka ndiye phi na, ndithi
ni na wakungalwamkeli uthando Iwam. Kude kwaangoku
ke Nkosz. Daniso, kulapha ke endifincclela yonkc
imbilini yam, nje ngoko 6e ndithembisile. Ndiya lucela
uthando Iwakho, kananjalo, ndilunikela kuwe olwam.
Ndiya kuthanda.”

Emva kwala mazwi kwathi cwaka ithu6a elide kungekho
uthethayo. Kwaba kukufwafaza kweenyawo zabo
encheni okwavakalayo kuba kuhanjwa.

Kuphinde kwathetha umfana ngexhala wathi, “Ndinga-
yivuyela Gqwaje impendulo yakho. I6e yexolisayo
yovelwano.”

Iqalile yawuvula umlomo intombi kaDaniso, cmva
kokutho6a izi6ilini, ivakele isithi, “Ulucela ngaziphi
iinjongo' uthando Iwam Titfhala?”

“Ngeenjongo zoku6a u6e ngumlingane wam side
sahlulwe kukufa.” Utjhilo ukuphendula umfana.

La mazwana ambalwa agqiba yonke intetho. Emva
kwawo bazibaqa se beyeke nokuhamba, 6ema bajongana.
Use isandla uLungile, wasamkela nomnye. Eawolana.
Zinqaphazeke kunene iindaba emva koku, nezo zazikho
zazingenamsila nantloko, namxholo wanto kanye
ekwakuncokolwa ngayo. Wawungeyilandeli loo ncoko
ya6o. Mhlawumbi babebuda. Eabekobunzulu ubuthongo
060 buthongo bululo uthando olumsulwa olungenanko-
hliso. Yanga iya ncuma inyanga isiya kusithela ngele-e
kweenduli zasenTJona-langa ingathi izithabathele inxa-
xheba kolo vuyo Iwabo, zanga ziya thamba esibaka- 
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bakeni iinkwenkwezi, nendalo yonke ababepaqwe yiyo
yaangathi iya yeyezela. Kwasuka ngathi ilizwe eli lonke
Jelabo.

ISAHLUKO 13
SIPHELELE APHA

Lalijuju ilanga lehlobo, kuthc nzwanga, kukhenkceza
iinyenzane kuuphela. Zazizimele iintaka ematyholweni.
Phambi kwemithi emikhulu yemiqwaju nemikhoba, zazi-
zonwabise apho iinkomo emithunzini, ziman’ uku-
phitjbzisa imisila kuhle, zisetyisa. Zazibubuzela iimbuzane
ziphapha ziziziqhu ngeziqhu, ziman’ ukuya ngapha
nangapha kungekho cala zisinga kulo kanye. Emima-
ngweni phaya kulelczela umlanga owawuj'umayela
uBuJuJu bebandezi lengqatsane yalo ilanga lehlobo.

Phantsi komthi omkhulu owawumi phambi kwendlu,
kwakuhleli apho umnumzana, ehlelei phezu kogaga
Iwenkomo etjhaya ngomngcongo wenqawa ende eqingqa
intonga. Lo yayinguMzimasi Mziwandile.

Emmangweni phejeya kwesihlanjana esisezantsi komzi,
kwabonakala kundolosa iimpuluswa zeenkabi zamahaje,
ziqhutsuza kuhle ukuza kuwela intlanjana leyo, aya eza
kuthi ngxingxilili enkundleni apho emaTJhonyaneni.
Bathe bakuba behlile ke abakhweli abo, ayesel’ekho
amakhwenkwe ewahamba-hambisa amahaje lawo ukuba
aphole.

Enye yalamadodaayesihlakula mahaje, yayise iyindoda
enkulu, igqala. Omnye lo wayengumfana omncinane.
Babulisile, wavuma umnini-mzi. “Awu!” uvakele esitjho,
“kuya hanjwa kwelinje na ilanga?”

Kuphendule indoda enkulu. “Ewe kaloku TJhonyane,
kuya hanjwa nokuba kunjani na. Nokuba kujuju, kuya
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I5anda, kuya na, kuthe ni, soloko ekho unintu ohantbayo,
lindela umntu wena njalo.”

“O! Ewe ke khona, kunjalo kanye. Hm! Ewe, ewe
bethu, yinton’ na le!” Ubizile uTfhonyane ebekisa
endlwini “Nolizwe!”

“Tata!” evela cmnyango.
“Kha uxelele unyoko, mntwan’ am, ukuba naaba

abantu basemzini, Bafile lunxano.”
“Akakho uMama, uthe uya kwaGosa.”
“O-o! Kha wenzele abantu aaba ke into etyiwayo,

ntomb’ enkulu.” Uhambile kc uTitJhalakazi waya
kungena endlwini cnkulu. “Ma si6e sincokola zinkosi
lo mzuzu silinde intombazana; kothi kanti amadoda la
aya sukelwa,” utfhilo uMzimasi.

“Hayi, kunjalo, Tfhonyane, naxa phofu noko kungekho
nto yamanxhaji-nxhaj'i anto imbi,” liphendule latjho
igqala.

“Ewe.”
“Hayi bethu, siphuma ngasekhaya.”
“Ewe.”
“Ngamafutjhane, ndingathi siphelele apha ema-

TJhonyaneni.”
“Ewe.”
“Ngenyewe ke yobulawu noko.”
“Ewe.”
“Yiloo nto bethu.”
“Hm . . . Hm . . ., ndiya bona, ndiya bona makhosi.

Amadoda la ke ngamani ephuma mlambo mni?”
“Siphuma ezantsi elwandle, eBonxa, kwaGangumzi

Magwadi emaTipheni. Sithunywe ngamaTipha lawo ke.
Size kuwacelela ukuzalwa apha emaTJhonyaneni. Ndingu-
mlomo wawo ke ngoko.”
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“Ohi . . .! Ndiya 6ona ke thole leduna. Inkosi yam le
kc yona ingumni, into ka6ani?”

“NdingokaHodose mna esiThathwini.”
“O-o! UChisana, uNdeBe, uKJiophoyi, uNkomozi-

bomvu!” encuma.
“Kanye nqo, nozwan’ oiu!” ehleka naye.
“Umfana lo uhamba naye Chisana ngokabani yena?”

Ungcambazisile kwa khona ngemibuzo uMzimasi.
“NgokaGangumzi emaTipheni.”
“O-o! Ndiya Bona. Nokhe nixole okomzuzwana nje

zinkosi, ndiya buya,” utjho ephakama uTJhonyane esiya
endlwini. Undulule inkwenkwe ukuba iye kubiza abame-
Iwane ababini kwa nomkhuluwa wakhe. Bagaleleke
msinyane ke, kuba 6e kungekude.

Aku6a ethe nqadalala ke la madoda, uvakele ecela
uxolo umnini-mzi, kwathi cwaka, ku6a 6e kuncokolwa.
Ubekise ke wathi: “Eamelwane, nawe ke mkhuluwa,
ndini6izela uku6a nindisa6elele kulo mfo wakwaNde6e,
ngento angayo ke ngekhaya eli. Kuuphela zinkosi.”

Kuthethe umGqwaJe, okaDaniso, wa6uza imvela-phi
kula madoda aseBonxa. Achaza ke aya kuthi tyaa, nje
ngoku6a se sivile. Aku6a evile la alapha, uvakele esithi
okaDaniso: “Nicelwa ukuzalwa emaTJhonyaneni ngayi-
phi na intombi maTipha? Ku6a andazi kukho ntombi
ekhay’apha ngaphandle kwa6antwana a6asakhulayo.”

Liphendule igqala laseBonxa lathi, “Ikho intombi
eboniweyo apha ngamaTipha, endingathi, uku6a andiga-
6adeli, yeyamazibulo ekhay’apha.”

“Andazi ke zidweJa. Naalo; umfo wasemzini uliqavisile.
Kusemadodeni ke ngoku ukuvula imilomo athethe,
ihlinziwe yona impuku,” utjhilo okaDaniso eqongqotha
inqawa e6uya eyizalisa.
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Kuthethe umTfhonyane omkhulu, inkulu yakwa-
Mziwandile, uPhindile igama, yathi, “Manene akowethu,
mna andinayo le njikeleza. Ilizwe lelaBcLungu, aliselilo
loobawo. Ngako oko amaxefa okucikoza namaqhalo
nezagwelo zokuthetha zaphela. Umzali ma kanele,
amBulele uSomandla, xa kuscnokuBa kho ithamsanqa
lokufika kweendwendwe ezilolu hloBo emzini. Ndithi
mna lo mfo ma kapole isinyaniso size kuhambcla pha-
mbili. Lo mzi kuthethwa ngawo apha ngumzi cndiwazi
kakhulu, awunagxeke.”

Kwakuba kuthe cwaka emva kwala mazwi kaPhindilc,
kubuye kwathetha kwa yena ebekisa kumninawa wakhe,
uMzimasi, wathi, “Ke, mfo kabawo, andazi ukuba ucinga
nto ni na wena.”

Uthe yena ukuphendula, “Kha uk[wece lo kaDaniso,
mkhuluwa, sikhe siBonane sobathathu.” Okunene kc
Beenje njalo.

BakuBa BeBuyile Bancokola zimbi okwethutyana,
kuBuye kwathetha okaDaniso weenje nje: “He-e!”
eqongqotha inqawa, “naalo ke mfo wasemzini, apha kulo
mzi wasemaTJhonyaneni, iviwe into oyithethayo, kodwa
ke amaTfhonyane akakaBi nazwi angakunika lona, kuBa
ke nento oBuhamb’ uyitya endleleni apha, akukasiBonisi
ukuba iBe iyinto ni na kanene mfo ndini!” Gquzu amadoda
ngentsini.

“Aya vakala loo mazwi, maTfhonyane, kunjalo nje
anele kum xa angako,” utj'ho esukuma umfo wase-
Bonxa. Uye ngasesalini yakhe eBiBekwe mganyana apho
ayehleli khona la madoda. Enxhoweni yesali ukhuphe
etywiniweyo ibotile yegpangqa, weza nayo. Ntimfi,
phambi kwamadoda esithi: “Naantso ke maTfhonyane 
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into e6e ndihamba ndisitya yona,” waya wee vu kwa
sendaweni yakhe.

Aqalile ke ngoku amadoda ancokola zimbi, afake
iinqawa emilonyeni yaasisisi sodwa eqhumisa etfhaya.
Kuthunywe enye yala madoda ukuba ma yenzele amadoda
ukuba athobe unxano kule nto yomfo wasemzini.
Kwaselwa.

lye yakhula ngoku incoko, kuncokolwa ngcembalela
nawona malanga ayekhe aaj'ufu ngaphezu kwelalo mhla.
Emva kwethuba elide kuselwa, kubuye kwakfwecana
uMzimasi nokaDaniso, baya bee gu Bucala ngegqugula;
babuyile bahlala. Kuthethe kwa uZcnzile Daniso wathi:
“Uxolo zinkosi, naantsi indawo; noko ngoku, ngathi
se silibele zezinye. Nalo mthi kaMaqoma ngathi uza
kude usoyise singenzanga zwi kwaaba bantu basemzini,
kanti ke kulindeleke ukuba ma bagoduke nezwi abali-
phathiswe sithi — amaTfhonyane ke ngako oko. Ke
kaloku ke, ma se ndibekisa kuwo la manene. Zinkosi
zam, kweli khaya niyamkelwa, nivunyiwe maTipha.
Asizikuba sathi ni, asizikubasaxelanakuvulwa imilomo,
kuba amaxefa mabi kakhulu. Siza kunqumla ngezimfu-
phi. Kodwa ma ndithi kuni maTipha, kha nifole ke
umkhonto ngoku size kunixelela ikhazi elibizwayo
ekhay’ apha. Ndisatfhaya,” wahlala phantsi.

Ukhuphe isipaji sakhe umfo waseBonxa, wakhupha
imali engamaphepha wayithi thaca phambi koZenzile,
akathetha.

“Heke-e!” utfhilo okaDaniso, “ma ndenje nje ke kuni
maTipha. Ikhazi lasekhay’ apha ke lifumi leenkomo,
nethokazi lehafe elinxitywe lagqitywa, qwaba ke!”
Utfho waya kuzithi luqe phantsi wanqhenqha.

“Hayi, maTfhonyane, liya vakala, siya kugoduka nalo 
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elo silisc emaTipheni, likhulu liya Buleleka. Ke kaloku ke
ndiya kwenje nje kwesi sithuBa: phaya emaTipheni
ndalathiswe le mihala kumatholana ke ajongiswe lo
mcimbi, nokuze ndithethe ngawo apha kweli khaya.
Ngamalungakazi mane, iimazi ezimbini namazibulakazi
amabini, lithokazi elinco nenqhabekazi emnyama. Nga-
maduna mane; inala emnyama, ikralaya entsundu iwaba
elibomvu nepwanqa elimnyama. Ihaje ke lona, Jithokazi
elimfusa elimanqina amhlophe, linezinxibo zalo zonke.”
Utfhilo umfo waseBonxa, waya kuthi vu kwa seqdaweni
yakhe.

Kugqityezclwe imbodlela ngoku se kubuyc kwanco-
kolwa ezinye. Ubc mnye kuuphela kwaabo Bantu ongase-
langa kuloo mbodlela, yaba ngumfana lo wayehamba
noChisana. Kuthe emva kokudliwa kwenyama, se lijikile
nclanga, se kubuphola ngoku, acela indlela amadoda
aseBonxa. Kuthethc okaDaniso kwa khona wathi,
“Kwaaranandi ke Ndebe, mfo ndini. Sivile ke tliina
maTJhonyane, asizi kuthetha wambi amazwi kule nyewe,
koko siya kujonga kuni basebukhozini, kodwa ke nisazise
mhla nizayo ukuze sinilungiselele. Hambani ke ngoxolo
siya nikhulula.” Emva kwala mazwi ke bandulukile
abafo baseBonxa.

“Hina, ntanga,” uvakele esitjho uZenzile ebekisa
kuMzimasi, “kodwa ukhe wayibekisa le nto enkosikazini?
Koloku ngoku izinto azinakufezwa zingadlulanga kuba-
fazi; kunjalo nje andazi ukuba lisiko elivela phi na eli
siqhuba lona ngoku.”

“Hayi, suka mfo ndini,” utjhilo uwabo, “mna andina-
zigqibo namfazi ngezinto zolu hlobo. Ndosuka ndimazise
nje, ibe kuuphela oko.”

“Yona intombazana le yohle ivume ukwendela ebubo- 
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mvini nje ngokuba ifundile ke yona?” U&uye waBuza
watjho uZcnzile.

“Andizi kucela kuyo, iya kuya kulaa mzi nokuBa
ayithandi,” uphendule watjho uyise kaNolizwe. Aka-
Banga aBuzc wumbi nomnye, kuncokolwe ezinye ngoku,
kuba amadoda ayesel’ embangambanga kanobom.

Le ntlanganiso yandululwa kukudlula kwamakhwenkwe
neenkomo eqhubela emakhaya, kwathi kanti kunga-
qondakali nje se kuhlwile. Kwachithakalwa.
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ISAHLUKO 14

NDIXOLELE UKUXHONYWA

“Nojenti, mfazi wam, ndinga ungandiphulaphula
kakuhlc uqonde yonke into endiza kuyithetha kuwe.”

La ngamazwi awathethwa nguMzimasi ethetha nowa-
kwakhc, ngcxefa laBo lcsiqhelo, ixcja lasemva kwesidlo
sangokuhlwa. Uhambisile kc umnini-mzi, “Bc kufike
abantu apha, a&antu baseBonxa, Beze kuccla intombi
le yethu, uNolizwe. SiBavumile ke, ku&a lowo ngumzi
ongenasikhwasilima, Balunge kakhulu aBantu Bakhona,
ndiqinisekile ukuBa umntwana wethu uya konwaBa
khona.”

“Ngutnzi wakwaBani lowo kungekho mzi wasesikolwcni
nje eBonxa?” UBuze watjho uNojenti, “Ngumntwa’
kaBani lowo oya kwendela emaqa —”

“Thula!” Unqumle watfho umnini-mzi sel’ ecaphuka
kakade, ”6e ndisazi kakade ukuBa uza kuthetha loo
mfitjhi-mfitj’hi yokucekeca. Andiyikhathalele yonke loo
nto uyithethayo yomzi wasemaqaBeni, ndikuxclela nje
ukuBa ma wazi ukuBa lo mntwana uya celwa, se ndilo-
Bolisile ndagqiBa, Bangafika nangomso nelo khazi, waye
ke uNolizwe uyaya kulaa mzi nokuBa se kunjani na!”

AkaBanga saphinda athethe uNojenti, usuke wee
khwitjhi waya kuphuma ngomnyango.

Kulaa ndlu inkulu, ufike wawa ngazo kuNolizwc.
“Tyho!” uvakele esitjho, “uyazi ukuBa mntwan’am,
uyihlo ukwendisela emaqaBeni?”
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“Uthe ni?” Wabuza omnye endwe6a.
“Ubabonile aa6aa 6antu 6c belapha emini?”
“Ewe Maa, ndi6a6onile aabo 6antu, kuselwa ibulanti

phaya enkundleni ndijongile ndenje nje, ndi6abona ngala
am amehlo, ndithi mna nootat’ omkhulu 6elapha noyise
kaNomadinga, ndithi kuselwa, 6engasazili nje, ndithi—”

“Hekc-e-e!” umnqumlele watjho unina, “loo bulanti
ke i6iselelwa ukuvunywa kwaloo maqa6a, eze kucela
wena. Imisebenzi yalo yihlo ndini!”

“U6ani? Mna?”
“Wena lo sana Iwam.”
“Yoho . . . ! JSazichithela nje ixeja ngam. Uku6a

6ajonge lo kaMzimasi urantwana, 6achitha ixeja. UTata
yena ugqithwe 6u6uthyhifili 6oku6a ekwaliqaba naye.
Uku6a ndinokuze ndisiwe emaqa6eni, mna Nolizwe
kaMziwandile, ndikuxolcle ukuxhonywa kunokuya
apho.” Yatjho inzwakazi kaMzimasi loo mehlo mahle
kunene sel’ engathi aza kuphuma ilangatye. Ngenene
wayescl’evethe imfene lo mntwana.

“Hayi, suka wethu, m’s’ukufane uzikhathaze ngaloo
nto. Xa ndisekhoyo kulo mhlaba, izinto ezinjalo azisayi
kwenzeka.” Uthuthuzele watjho uNojenti.

“Tyhini.Mama! Utata ke yena e6esel’ exakwe yinto ni
kule nto? Uku6a undithiye kangako yini ukuba angezi
kwa kum ndimxelele ngazo zonke iintlobo zo6uhlungu
a6e ngel’eye kufuna kwa zona andidlise ndife kanye,
kunokuba andinchwabe ndihleli, ngokundendisela ema-
qa6eni? Ndikpuqule nganto ni apha ekhaya, ukuthi
6ekho a6antu a6afundileyo, ndisiwe kuma6atjha-6atfha
anjeya? Ndoone 6ani? Okanye ndandifundiselwa nto
ni?” Uwathethe la mazwi esebuhlungwini o6ungathe-
thekiyo lo mntwana.
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“Kaloku, Sithandwa,” utjhilo unina, “umntu onga-
zange afundise akayazi, engayinanze nganto loo nto
yaloo mfundo. Umntu oyaziyo akangcyivumi naka-
ncinci loo nto. Mna mntu owakuthantamisayo, eBunzi-
meni, ndiza kuyimela loo nto. Akusoze uye apho mntwan’
am ndisekho,” ifunge yagqiBela le mazi se ilugwalanzipho.

“Hayi, yo!” Itjhilo intombi, ”andiyiyo loo nto mna.
Ayinakuhlela nina loo nto konke, konke, konke, mpela,
tu.” Utjho lo mntwana sel’czula-zula ngumsindo.
Umthuthuzele ke noko uNojenti umtwana wakhe
embonisa ukuba esekho yena, Nojenti, ayinakwenzeka
loo nto konke.

Kuyiwe kulalwa ke ngobaloo mhla ubusuku kungekho
ndaba kwelo khaya. Ingulowo uye ngendawo yakhe
yokulala.

Ngosuku olulandelayo, emva kwesidlo sakusasa,
kugaleleke uGosa, uDlamin’ omkhulu. Akuba engenile
uGosa, uwe ngazo ezezolo uNojenti, emchubela yonke
injece uGosa lo. Uve weva uGosa, wasel’eqonda ukuba
oku kukumka kwemali yakhe eBingekahlawulwa yonke
nguNolizwe. Kwesi sithu&a ke, uvakele esithi umbem:
“Nkosk. Mziwandile, loo nto andinakho konke ukuyi-
phendula. YimicimBi yasekhay’ apha leyo, ingeyiyo
yasemaZizini. Kodwa ke ndinga ndingee chapha le
ndawana; noko asinto inampumelelo ukwendiselana
nga&antwana a&angelulo udidi olunye. Nje ngoko omnye
ingowaseBuqa&eni, omnye ingowasesikolweni, efunde
nje ngalo wenu ke, yinto engaqondwa nasisidenge uku&a
aa&o BaBini aBangeBi nakho ukwaakha umzi wabo ume,
kuBa, ngokuqinisekileyo, afianakudiBana ngezimvo,
neengqondo zaBo azinakho ukuphakelana. Loo nto yona
icacile. Nge ndithetha ngaphezu koku, Nkosikazi, ukuBa
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6e kuxoxwa umcimbi onjc ngalo. Kodwa, ngalinye lona,
ayingeze yaBukeka into yokuthwalwa kweTitfhalakazi,
ku6a akutjhatwa ngaabo BasemaqaBeni. Umntwan*
omntu uthwalwa oku kwenxhowa yombona.”

Ngeli xeja ke uDlamini lo acacisa le nyaniso yakhe,
uNojenti wayengasathethi yena. Wayesel’ ephulaphule
uGosa, sel’ eman’ ukunqwala ngentloko ephindapinda
njalo, eqondisa ukuba uGosa uthetha kanye ezi zinto
ziyinyaniso eyaziwa nguyc, yena Nojenti. Ivakele isithi
ke imazi enkulu, “Kunjalo nje, Gosa, kunjalo kanye.
Waye lo wam umntwana engasoze ahlelwe yiloo nto.
Umntwana endazama kangaka ukumfundisa, ndimfundisa
ndedwa. UkuBa kwakungavelanga uncedo Iwakho Gosa,
ngel’engazange ayc eSinaleni.”

Akuba ehlawulwe ke uGosa ubuncinane betyala lemali
yakhe aBe eze kuphuthuma yona, ucele indlela, ekuthe
ke emva kweencokwana ezingcphi, waBulisa, wahamba.



ISAHLUKO 15

ANDIKHATHALI!

“Bota Tijhala!”
“Bota, Titjhalakazi!”
KuBulisana aa&a Da&ini ngenye intsasa, uNonzwakazi

noFikile. Kungena uNonzwakazi kumzi a&c ekholisa
kakhulu uFikilc ukuya kuchitha ixeja kuwo. UBeBonwa
futhi noTitJhala kuloo mzi nga&antu Bclali le, BaBede
BaBuzane aBanye ukuBa uTitJhala lo angaBa uyolelwe
yinto ni na kuwo, ingenguwo nomzi oBalulekileyo nje.

Yayingumzi ekwakungekho mntu oyindoda kuwo.
Ewe, yayilelo khaphukhaphu lomzi eli. Wayelapho ke
uTitJhala njc ngelemihla. Wayengena apho ke uNonzwa-
kr‘zi efika kukho uTitJhala lo.

“Yinto ni na, Titjhala, ukuthi kwa kusasa kangaka
uBc sc u'apha kwaMrs. Koos?” uBuze watjho.

“Hayi, Titjhalakazi, ndihamba nje kodwa.”
“Se ndivela phaya cndlwini yakho, ndafika ungekho,

kanti. se ulapha.”
“UBufuna ukuBa ndikwenzele nto ni, Nkosazana?”
“Be ndifuna ukukuxelela ukuBa uNolizwe uza kufika

namhla nje emva kwemini.”
“O-o! ziindaBa ezo. Uza kuhlala ithuBa elingakanani?”
“Andazi ke, noko ndingeva ngayc akufika.” Eesanco-

kola njalo kwangena umnikazi-mzi esiza naloo nto aBe
ethunywe ukuza kuphuthuma yona uNonzwakazi
ngunina.
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Eyithabathile ke uNonzwakazi loo nto, uBulele, waha-
mba bengabanga babuye bancokole nomhlobo lowo
wakhe.

“Kowu! Nkosikazi, uphantse ukundibaqa ke lo
mntwana uphum' apha.” Kutjho uFikile kuMrs. Koos
akuba emkile uNonzwakazi.

“Ewe ndiqondile nam ukuba ukumisc kakubi. Ufumane
wayithi ni ke Titjhala?” ehleka.

“Yo! Ndifumane ndayithi nca ngomlenze wetafile,
kuba ndimbone sel’ engene lo mntwana. Ndothuswe
kukungena kwakhe ndingakhumbulele, ndafumane nda-
yinyengeza, andingeqiniseki ukuba akayibonanga.”

“Ndipaniswe kukuba abuze into oze kwenza yona
apha.”

“Kodwa ndiya mthemba kakhulu, akafane athethe
noko.”

“Akakusuka axelele uNolizwe ukuthi uya sela Titfhala?
Naantso into endixhalele yona mna.”

“Andikhathali. Andinakuyeka ibulanti ngenxa ka-
Nolizwe. Andimthandi kanga ngolo hlobo.”

“Awu! Titjhala, yinto ni ke ngoku le uyithetha/o ?
Uthetha ukuthi akumthandi kakhulu umntwana omhle
oluya hlobo?” ubuze watjho emangalisiwe uMrs. Koos.

“Ndiya mthanda kodwa kungelulo olu hlobo luyekisa
ibulanti,” ethulula embodleleni esela,kuba ibe iyiyo
laa nto ayithe nca ngomlenze wetafile ukungena kuka-
Nonzwakazi.

“Ndisiva ngathi niza kutjhata nje, iyinyaniso loo nto?”
Encuma.

“Eyona nto,” waphendula umduna akukhov’ ukuhla-
simla yigrangqa, “nditsalwa yiyo, nede yenza ukuba ma
ndimtjhate, bubutyebi obuya bukayise.”
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"Awu! Uthi ni na Titjhala, iya kwenzeka njani loo
nto ?”

“NgamaccBo kanina.”
“Ulhetha ukuthi unina kaNolizwe angenza iindlela

zokuqhatha umycni wakhe ngoButyeBi BaBo aBunike
uNolizwe?” uBuze watjho oranye sel’ cnga angeva
ngaphezu koko akuvayo.

“Ewe, se injalo loo nto.”
“Njani njalo Titjhala?”
“Ngeendlela ezithile endinqenayo ukuzichaza ngoku.

Kodwa yena uMzimasi akanamali cbankini, naxa yena
acinga ukuBa unayo. Into yokuqala, akayi ngokwakhe
ebankini, uthumcla umfazi. Ke umfazi yena uyibalela
egameni lakhe imali ezenza umhlolokazi; afumane ke
iphepha eliqinisela loo nto yokuBa imali yeyakhe. Kaloku
umfo lowa akazi nto ngezo nto zasebankini, akafunda-
nga. Mna, ezi zinto ndiziBoniswa nguNolizwe. Ndiyi-
Bonile incwadi leyo yebanki, ndiliBone ngawam amehlo
negama likaNolizwe kwamanye amaphepha nje ngendla-
lifa kuloo mali. Kaloku unina kaNolizwc wenze ngaBom
ukuBa ma ndizazi ezi zinto, ukuze ndingenzi ngakumbi
ndiyitjhate intombi yakhe. Undithanda umaqal’ afike
loo mfazi. Nangoku, akukho mntu wazi nento le ngalo
mtjhato wethu phaya kwaMziwandile, ngunina ka-
Nolizwe kuuphela owaziyo ngawo. Kanga ngokuBa
na —”

“Kha ume ke Titjhala ndikhe ndiBuze,” inqumle
yatjho le nkosikazi esakhatywe esifuBeni njalo lo mfana.
KuBa injalo yona igpangqa xa imtyhutyha imithambo
umntu, imthethisa nezakwaGqipa. “Le mali ingaBa
yimali ni kanye?”

“Ngamakhulu amahlanu ceponti,” wamxelela.

61



“Into ni! Amakhulu amahlanu!”
“Kunjalo kanye. Loo makhulu akuthethwa iijeleni,

ziiponti.”
Kwesi sithu&a ke Baphazanyiswe kukudhila kwenqwe-

Iwana yamahaje ekwakukhwele uNolizwe kuyo evela
kowaBo csiza kuchilha iholide yeveki kwaninalumc,
apho wayehlala khona esafunda.

Kwathi kanti lo mfana akasaqondi uku&a se kusemva
kwemini, oko afike kulo mzi kaMrs. Koos kusasa.
Akazange a&e saqonda uku&a se ihambe kangako imini,
ehleli apho eman’ukubiza indyuwana njalo, ehleli ethetha
nezifihlwayo. Phofu waycthanda ukuya kusasa apho
esenzela ukuBa angabonwa xa ayayo kwa noku&uya,
ku&a emva kwemini &a&ekholise ukuphithizela aBantu
kunexeja lakusasa. UBulisile ke kuMrs. Koos, wanduluka
ukusinga ekhaya.
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ISAHLUKO 16

NAASO ISISULU!

Kuloo ndlu inkulu, ngexeja langokuhlwa, kwakuzele
kuphithizela ngaBantu Bazo zonke iindidi.

Kwakujuju kule ndlu ngendlela engathethckiyo, kuBa
kwakuschlotyeni. Wawungaliva apho ivumba lomsi
wecuBa usangena emnyango. Kwakutjhaywa ziingcdle,
kunxilwa ngamanxila Indlu le yayingangeni mpepho,
izele lifuthe lomoya ojuju. Wawungathi uhleli ithuba
elide apho uzive ucubukile, usozela. Ingxolo eyayilapho
yeenza ukuBa angaBi nakulala owayelapho. EaBcphuma
Bengena BeBonakala Bechwayitile.

Apha kc kwakuseholweni, eKompotyisi. Kwakungu-
mhla womdaniso ngobo Busuku. KwaBaBelapho singa-
Balula aBaBini kuuphela, uNolizwe Mziwandile noFikilc
Mpambani. Kuthe emva kwethuBa kudaniswa, eBonakala
engachwayitilc uNolizwc, uBuze uFikile wathi, “Noli,
kuthe ni ngathi akonwaBanga nje?” ngoBuBele.

“AndonwaBanga konke, Fiks,” kalusizi.
“Ewe ndiya Bona nam ukuBa akonwaBanga. Xa

mna ndilapha kunye nawe, ingaBa ise yinto ni engakonwa-
Bisiyo, kha undixelele, ukhathazwa yini?”

“Ndingakuxelela, kodwa sibe sedwa. Yiza siphume
phandle ndikuchazele yonke injece.”

Eaphumile ke BoBaBini phandle.
“Kha utjho ke, Noli, yinto ni ongandixelela yona,”

uBuze watjho uFikile sel’ enga angayiva le nkathazo.
Ungene emxholweni kwa oko omnye ngokwendiswa 
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kwakhe nguyise. Uchaze wafiya ayiliheleyo ekuthe
akukhov’ ukuchaza kwee nzwanga isizungu kungekho
uthethayo.

Kuthethe kwa uFikile wathi: “Ke undixelela czi zinto
ukuha ma ndithi ni mna? KuBa uku6a uTata wakho
uthande ukukwendisela kwaa6o 6antu, kunyanzelekile
uku6a uwutho6ele loo mthetho, uye.”

“Awu, Fikile, mnta-kamama! Anga6a la mazwi
aphuma kuwe ngenene? Yinto ni kodwa Fiks, undidani-
sela ni? Xa ndilahlwe ekhaya, ize ngoku ndilahlwe
nanguwe, ndo6a yini? Kha ucinge Sithandwa uku6a, xa
ndinokwendiselwa eqa6eni akukho kulahlwa kudlula
oko.” Wawathetha la mazwi lo mntwana sel’ elila
iinyembezi zo6ukpakra. Kuthe ke ekuyixoxeni kwabo le
ngxaki, wavakala esenza amabuyambo okaMpambani
esithi: “Kulungile ke, ma se ndithumela a6antu kowenu
ngomso oku, 6aye kukucela.”

Uphendule wathi omnye, “Akunge6i sanceda nto
ukuya kundicela ngoku, ku6a se ndiceliwe.”

“Ma sithi ni ke ngoku?”
“Ma —”
“Ewe, thetha, Sithandwa.”
“Ma sitfha — si — sitjhate,” uwatfho la mazwi

ebunzimeni.
I6e lithu6a kuthe cwaka emva kwale mpendulo ka-

Titfhalakazi. Wayekhangeleka ngathi uya cinga umfana.
Wayecinga esenje nje: “Naaso isisulu simi ngamlenzana
mnye, amakhulu amahlanu eeponti, xa ndinokumtfhata lo
mtwana ndo6a sisitye6i sendoda. Ewe, ukuzuza umfazi
ndingamlobolanga, koku kulo6olisa kungaka kwalapha,
ngakumbi ititfhalakazi ku6izwa inkuntyula yento anga-
yaziyo naye umntu.”
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Kuthe xa alapho lo mfana ngeengcinga woothuswa
kukuthetha kukaNolizwe awayesel’ emlihele ngoku.

“Yinto ni, Dali, uthe cwaka kasithukuthezi kangaka
nje, ucinga nto ni ngoku?” uBuze watjho uNolizwe.

“Ndicinga ngam nawe,” uphendule watjho omnye.
“KuBa sithe ni?” encuma.
“Ku6a siza kuba yindoda nomfazi.”
“Iza ku6a yinto yanini ke leyo, Fiks?” em6ungezela.
“Ngomso.” Bawolana.
Ya6a lelo gama linye kuuphela, ‘ngoinso,’ kodwa

lilodwa nje lamzisela lo mntwana ilizwe lonke liphela.
Wayeyithanda inkumbulo yoku6a ‘ngomso’ uza ku6a

nguNkosk. Mpambani de ku6e ngunaphakade. Loo
nkumbulo yodwa yeenza uku6a azive esckuchwayiteni
okukhulu. Kwathi naxa kwakuse kuza kusa, kwaba
kukhonaenqwenelauku6ai6e 6a6emi phambi komFundisi
ngelo lixa.

Ngemivuyo waziphosa kuso isithandwa sakhe, naso
samamkela ngo6u6ele.

Emva komdaniso bagodukile, 6aya kwahlukana phambi
kwesango kuloNonzwakazi.
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ISAHLUKO 17

KUGQITYIWE!

Intsimbi yejumi, ngosuku olwalumiselwe umtfhato,
ibabethele sc bekwilalana engasese kwedolophu leyo
yaseAlexandria, kwindawana ekwakusithwa ukubizwa
kuseSingeni. Babelapho kumzi wakomkhulu phambi
kwemantyi. Batfhatisiwe ke apho, ekuthc bakugqiba
bagoduka. Lalingelih/e izulu ngaloo mhla, kuvuthuza
umoya woqhwithela, kuqhuma uthuli kuloo ndlela
babehamba ngayo. Yayikhangeleka imbi indalo, isiwa
ngapha nangapha imithi ecaleni kwendlela. Zazidloba
iinkomo zigxwala, zixwesa imigeduka namathambeka,
athi namahafe ezintilini abaleka aazizityambela ebaleka
ugqatso olungayi ndawo. Kwakufingiza amafu amnyama
esibakabakeni, ephithizela engemanga ndawo nye.
Lalisezisa. Zazizifihle phakathi ematyholweni iintaka
zezulu, oozingqwangi, manxanxadi, makhwebula nezinye
iintaka zesinga, ungenakububona ubungcwalisa boku-
bukcka kwazo. Ngalinye, yona imini le yayingentle.

Kuhanjiwe ke noko ngaaba babini kungekho uthethayo
kuloo ndlela. Babebonakala bengayichwayitele into
yokuba namhla beyindoda nomfazi. Phofu kwakucacile
ukuba babecinga ngaso esi siganeko salo mhla, naxa
kwakungekho kusiyuyela kubeke phi.

Mhlawumbi babecinga nzulu, becinga ukuba laliza
kubajonga njani na ilizwe phantsi kwesi senzo. Babe-
khohliwe yimpendulo xa ilizwe liya kubuza ukuba benze 

66



nto ni na ngoBunkokeli 6a6o, Bengazi uku&a 6aya ku6e
6a6izwc ngoku6a 6azizo izi6ane ezisendulini ezikhanyisela
iAfrika entsundu yonke iphela. Ewe, laqala ixhala Ia6o
labakhumbuza into abayiyo elizweni.

Bahambile kc noko kunjalo phantsi kwelo thunzi lale
tneko, kuthe cwaka kungancokolwa. Ude wathctha
uNolizwe wathi: “Fiks, ndicinga uku6a ma sahlukanc
apha, singangcni apha edolophini sihamba so6a6ini.”

“Ngoku6a kuthe ni?” Ubuze watjho omnye.
“Noko ndiziva ndisoyika a6antu, ngathi 6aza kusuka

6ayiqonde le nto yethu.”
“Hayi ke, xa utjhoyo singenje njalo.”
“Kodwa ke Fiks ma khe ndiqonde czi zinto phambi

kokuba sahlukane. Njc ngokuba ke sitjhatile, ndinga
ndingaqonda uku6a ukutha6athela namhla ndiza kuthi
ni na. Ndiza kubuyela ekhaya na nokuba ndiza kuya
kowenu? Ndiza kubuyela esikolweni nokuba ndiza
kuliTala phantsi cmzini wam kusini na? Ezo nto ke ndiya
funa ukuziqonda ukuze ndibe nenkcazo ezeleyo kumama
ngeenjongo zethu.” Ivakele izibuzela isitjho inzwakazi
kaMzimasi

Uthe nqumama kwesi sithuba okaMpambani ecinga.
Wayexakiwe yeyona nto angabeka yona kwezo
zibuzwayo. Lalimyile kwaphela lo mfana. Ethe cwaka
njalo, ku6uye kwathetha uNolizwe wathi, “Yinto ni na
Sithandwa ungathethi nje?”

“Hayi,” uphendule watjho oinnye, “ukungaphenduli
oku ndenziwa kukuxakwa yeyona nto ndingenza yona.”

“Eyona nto ke o6e wena usithi uza kwenza yona ngam
xa ndingumfazi wakho, ubusithi uza kundibeka phi?”

Nalapha akabanga nampendulo okaMpambani. Yayimi
ingqondo yalo mfana ingase6enzi, phofu kubonakala 
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ukuba wayengenanto wayelungiselele yona kuko konke
oku. Uvakelc esithi emzuzwini, “Noli,” kuBa 6a6e-
sa6izana njalo, “andiyazi into endingenza yona ukuze
ndi6e ndenza ngo6uchule, uce6isa nto ni ke wena,
Sithandwa?”

“Mna ndicinga uku6a ma ndiye kwazisa umama
uku6a sitjhatile. Nguye oya kusice6isa uku6a ma senze
nto ni na ke,” utjhilo uNolizwe.

“Hayi ke kulungile,” uvakele esitjho umfana.
“Ndiza kugoduka kwa namhla nje ke, ukuze ndikubalele

ndikwazise okuthethwe ngumama. Okwangoku ma
sahlukane, ndiya themba uku6a kwezayo iveki ndo6uye
ndifike apha,” ugqibele ngelo uNolizwe.

Ba6ulisene ke 6aahlukana.



1SAHLUK0 18

NDICELA INDLELA!

“Dinga, kha umc ndikuncede, andiBanga nakho ukuma
ndikuBukele usiinda-sindeka nenyandaengaka yeenkuni.”

Litjhilo ilizwi phakathi kwamatyholo awayelapho,
awathi engakhange abekc u Nomadinga wamazi umnini-lo
kwa oko. Kwakuxa wayezama ukuzithwalisa inyanda
yeenkuni ekwakucacile ukuba yayingaphczu kwamandla
akhe.

Wathi akuliva elo lizwi wanga uBethwe ngumbane,
wema kuloo ndawo esaxhase loo nyanda ngenxa yomo-
thuko. Inge intliziyo yakhe imi, kuba wayengalindele
mntu apho, kwakusendle, eqinisekile ukuBa uyedwa
kuloo ndawo waza wabaqwa ngoyena mntu abe enga-
lindele ukuba angamBona apho. Lo ke yayinguLungile.

Uthe ke aku6a sel’ efikile uLungile, suke wayithi tyaa
umntu inyanda yakhe, phofu engaqondi ukuba uyiyekile.
Wothuswe kukutsiBa kukaLungile enqanda ukuBa ingawi
inyanda leyo, esoyikcla ukuqhawuka kweminxeBa eyayi-
Botfhwe ngayo.

“Yinto ni Dinga kuthe ni ngathi wothukile nje?
Ngenyaniso 6e ndingafuni kukothusa, koko ndisuke
ndaBona ukuBa uza kuzikpuna ilungu lentamo ngale
nyanda ingaka ukuBa nkulu. Kakade ke Sithandwa,
yinto ni uziBulala ngeenkuni ezingaka ukuBa ninzi nje?
Uthi kodwa ndoBuye ndikuchole phi xa uthe qhwi?”
UBuze watfho uLungile ehleka intsinana ethambileyo
yoBuBele.
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Waphendula onmye esithi, “Hayi Titjhala, noko
undothusile, 6e ndingazi ukuBa kungaha kho unmtu
okhoyo apha, 5e ndiqinisekile ukuha ndidedwa apha
ndisenza onkc la mabongo okuzinganga ngenyanda
engaka yeenkuni. Owu! Ndothukile, zizwe zamaLawu!”
Utjho ehlala phantsi cncheni.

Akuba eyibeke phantsi inyanda uLungile, uye kuhlala
phantsi naye ecaleni kowabo lowo se kuyinto emnandi
kuhlekwa. Uvakele csithi uLungile, cmzuzwini, “Dinga,
andithandi ukuba uthi ‘Titjhala’ kum xa undibizayo,
ndithanda ukuba uthi ‘Lungile.’ ”

“Yu!” Ukhuze watjho omnye, “noko andinakho
ukukukhampula ngegama ndinge ndiyintang’ akho,
andinakho ukuyenza loo nto, Titjhala. Nangaphezu
koko, wena ungumntu omkhulu, inkokeli yesizwe, ngako
oko, nokuba be siziintanga, be ndiya kukuhlonipha nje
ngomntu omkhulu wesizwe. Ndinyanisile na?” Utjho
encumile emjonge ezinkozweni zamehlo uwabo lo,
emjonge ngaloo mehlo angenazintloni kodwa ejumayela
imbeko.

“Unyanisile, Sithandwa,” utjhilo umfana, “leyo
yimbeko ondinika yona, kodwa ndenza isicelo sokuba
undibize ngegama, nje ngomhlobo wakho osenyongweni.”

“Uyazi ukuba ndooyiswa kwa sekuqaleni ukwaala
izicelo zakho. Kodwa esi sanamhla nje, ndiya saala
mpela. Xola Sihlobo sam esisenyongweni.” Itjho le
ntombazana incume ngolubanzi uncumo.

Luncumo olu olungenakunyamezeleka kumfana onje
ngalo kwintombazana enje ngale.

“Kakade ke Titjhala ubusiya phi se undibaqa apha
nje ?”

“Ee ndisoloko ndifuna ithuba lokukubona, Dinga.



NdikuBonile ke usiza nganeno apha uphcthe izenjana
nenkatha, ndaase ndiqiniseka uku&a uya kutheza, nda-
Bekeka ekhondweni, naanku ndilapha ngoku.”

“UBundiqwenela nganto ni ke Sihlo&o?”
“Ndinento endifuna ukuyicela kuwe Dinga.”
“Owu! Ezi zicelo! Yinto ni ngoku Sithandwa, ucela

nto ni?”
“Ndicela indlela!” Uphendule watjho umfana.
Ulhe nqumama omnye ecinga. Wayccinga enqatyclwe

ngalpo magama maBini, kuBa ayengcna ngeendlela
ezininzi kuye.

Ude wazinikela ngelithi. “Hayi Bethu, undinqaBisele
mpela ke ngoku, andiyilandeli le ntetho yakho kha
uyicacise.”

“Ndicela indlela eya kuBazali Bakho. Ndifuna ukuku-
cela kuBo ukuBa ndikutjhatc uBe yinkosikazi yakowethu
ngemvume yaBo.”

Emva kwala mazwi kuBe yimizuzu eliqcla kungekho
uthethayo. Ide yayiphakamisa intloko yayo le nzwakazi,
kuBa iBiqondele konke oku, imjonge emehlweni lo mfana
ingathethi phofu. Ude waBuza omnye wathi; “Yinto
ni na wethu undijongele ni na kangaka?”

“Ndikujonge kuBa ndithe manga kukuBa yinto ni na
engumtsalane kum ndingafundanga nje ngawe nje.”

“Izinto ezifumanekayo kuwe Dinga zezo 6c zinga-
fumanekayo nakuyiphi na intombazana efundileyo.”

“Izinto ezinje nganto ni ke?”
“UBuBele, uthando, imbeko, inkuthalo, uBulumko kwa

noBunzwakazi. Ngaphezu kwezo nto ke, ndikuthanda
ngaphezu kwayo nayiphi na intombazana efundileyo.”

“Andiqondi noko ngathi uya ndiphoxa. Umntu
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akanaku&a nazo zonke izinto ezilungileyo nje ngoko se
uxelile ke.”

“Kanti ndithetha endikwaziyo, ezi zinto se ndizixelile
zczo unazo ngenene, kunjalo nje akuziqweBanga ezo nto,
uzelwe nazo wakhula nazo, andikuphoxi Sithandwa.”

“Ndiya Bulela ukuyiva loo nto, naxa Be ndinga kungathi
kanti kunjalo ngenyani,” yatjho le nzwakazi kucaca
ukuBa iya zithandaBuza mpela kule nto kuthiwa iyiyo
ngulo mfana.

“Kunjalo kanye,” uqinisekise watjho orrmye.
“Kodwa sihloBo,” yatjho le ntwanazana se imatjhe-

kile ngoku, “ndingathanda ukuBa undithembisa ukuba
akusayi kuze undithuke ngokungafundi oko mhla soze
sifikelele kumaxeja okungevani. Kuba, ukuba uya
phawula, kukho amaxeja anjalo kubantu ababini aba-
manywe baanyama nye. Akuyiqondi loo nto wena?”

“Ewe, Dinga, ikho loo nto. Kodwa ndingakuthembisa
ukuba andisayi kuze ndiyenze loo nto. Ngapha koko
ndiya kumcela uSomandla ukuba athi ngofefc Iwakhe
asikhusele kweso sifo sokuxabana kwendoda nomfazi.
Akutjho wena?” encuma.

“Ewe Sithandwa, nam ndiya kwenje njalo. Siya kwenje
njalo ke?” encuma naye.

“Hm . . .,” wavuma uLungile enqwala, “se ndiqonda
ukuba uya ndinikela indlela endibe ndicela yona.”
Watjho lo mfana sel’ emsondeza ezingalweni uNomadinga.
Zezo ngalo ezabanga ukuba lo mntwana alibale ukuba
kuya hlwa. Zezo ngalo ezamnika ubuthongo bengqondo
nentliziyo, awathi kanti eba uhleli nje yena kanti sel’
ephupha. Walibona ephupheni ikhaya labo lisendulini
eluhlaza liraqwe bubuyoko-yoko beentyatyambo ezimhlo-
phe. Kwakuphithizela amahotyazana neenkuku ezimhlo- 
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phe eBaleni phambi koxande oluqatywe mhlophe. NaaBo
abadlezana becnkuku bclandelwa ngamantjontjo amhlo-
tjhana, naango amaxhwanc eeguja namatakane cembuuzi
eloba-dloba enkundleni enencha eluhlaza. Phantsi
komthi omkhulu womnchunube, naako kudlala intwana-
zana inxibe ilokhwana imhlotjhana, idlalisa ngoonopopi,
iteketa ithetha noonopopi bayo itjho ngaloo mehlo
makhulu ngathi ngakayise.

Yaphupha yeenje njalo le ntokazi ekuthe, se kulibale-
kile, kwathetha uLungile wathi: “Kuthe ni Sithandwa
uy^ngezelisa iinyembezi nje, phofu uncuma nokuncuma?”

“O!” yoothuka yatjho. “Ndiya yengezelisa na Sihlobo
sam?”

“Ndibona njalo.”
“Andiqondi, ndiba mna ndithule nje kodwa,” itjhilo

le nzwakazi ifihla iphupha layo, “kodwa ke yinto ni
ungadixeleli nje ukuba kuhlwe kangaka kanti, mntu
ndini!” ephakama .

“Nam andiqondanga ukuba ndikulibazise kangaka,
ndixolele mntakwethu, Dinga.”

“Ndiya kuxolela sihlobo,” encuma.
“Yeka ndikuthwalele inyanda yakho,” watjho uLungile

ehleka. Wahleka nomnye esithi, “Owu! Yinto ni kodwa
Titjhala undihlekisela ninakangaka? Wakha wabonwa
phi umfo othwele inyanda yeenkuni? Owu, hayi suka
wethu m’s’ukundihlekisa!”

“Kanti ndiza kuyithwala,” watjho omnye ehleka.
“Zisa apha inkatha leyo uphathe umnqwazi wam lo wena.
Ndiza kuyithwala mna wonke lo mgama unamatyholo,
ndikunike ke wena xa siza kuphumela ethafeni ngapha-
mbili.” Utjho uLungile sel’ efile yintsini, nowabo ehleka
okwakhe. Ude wayithwala ke inyanda, banduluka.
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ISAHLUKO 19

A.KUKUHLE!

Ngentsasa eyayintle kunene kugaleleke kwaFikile
Mpambani inkwenkwana awaBe eyithume ukuya kukha-
ngela iincwadi zakhe ezazingaBa zifikile ePosini.

“Azikho namhla nje iincwadi ePosini Titfhala, ndifu-
mene yaanye kuuphela,” yatfho le nkwenkwana ihambisa
loo ncwadi inye kuTitfhala.

“Undincedile nkwenkw’ am. Ina naantsi ipeni uze
uzifunele iilekese, ungagoduka ke ngoku.”

“Enkosi Titfhala,” yaBulela inkwenkwe yemka.
Uyivulile uTitfhala incwadi awayesel’ eqonda ukuBa

ivela kumlingane wakhe. Uyifunde ngokukhawuleza
weenje nje:

EluManyanweni.
11 Tfhaz’ iimpuzi, 1926.

Myeni wam othandekayo,
Ndikwazisa ngesigqiBo sam

nomama malunga kenomcimbi lo wethu.
Nje ngoko safiyana sixakwe yeyona nto esingenza

yona, ndithethile nomama ndamazisa ngomtfhato
wethu, endivuya ukuthi kuwe umama uyivuyele kakhulu
loo nto, esithi iBingumnqweno wakhe lowo kakade.
Yena ke ucebisa ukuBa ma silifiye elokuzalwa kwethu
siye kuzonwaBisa apho singenakufunyanwa khona
ngutata. Xa ndikuxelela inyaniso, akukuhle mpela
kweli laseluManyanweni, izinto zimi ngenye indlela,
azihambanga nje ngokuba 6e sicinga.
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Amaqaba sel’ clobole agqiBa apha, se kulindeleke
ukiiha ma ndithwalwe ndisiwe kuloo mzi nangawuphi
na umhla. Siya kuha lapho eAlexandria nomama
kwezayo iveki sizc kukhupha nemali ebankini silungi-
selclc ukuhamba.

Ndiya bulisa,
Mna owakho ngenene,

Nolizwe.
Uthe akugqiba ukuyifunda loo ncwadi lo mfana,

wayisonga kancinane ebonakala encuma esezingcingeni.
Akuba eyifakile esinxhotyeni sayo, uqalile lo mfana
wahamba-hamba esihla enyuka kumgangatho welo gumbi
awayekulo, izandla ezifake macal’ omabini ezinxhoweni
zebulukhwe yakhe. Wayekhangeleka ecinga,. ecinga
nzulu.

Esacinga njalo, wothuswe kukunkqonkqoza okujuju
okwavakala emnyango.

“Ngena,” utjhilo.
“Molo Fiks!” Kubulise uNoIizwe sel’ emaphikana.
“Molo Noli!” Ubulisile nomnye ngomothuko. “Kuthe

ni, waalapha?” emangalisiwe.
“Ewe, silapha nomama, phofu ndimjiye phaya kwa-

malume yena. Size ebankini,” uphendule weenje njalo
ethethela phantsi.

“O! Ee kungathi niza kufika kwiveki ezayo nje kubuye
kwathi ni ngoku ?”

“Umama uqondile ukuba kode konakale sisalinde
loo veki izayo, kanti yena ufuna ukuba kuthi kusihla
nayiphi na into ibe yona imali se ingakuthi, sibe no-
kwenza nayiphi na into esizinyulela ukwenza yona, sithi
ukuba siya hamba singabanjczelwa nto.”

“Ke uze kuthi ni apha kum wena?”



“Ndize kufuna impendulo yakho ngeli ce6o likamama.
Umama ufuna ukwazi ukuba siya lamkela na ice&o lakhe,
phambi kokuba aye kukhupha imali.” Kuthe kwakuba
lapha, wabonakala ecinga umfana engaphenduli. Uthe
emzuzwini: “Kulungile Noli, ndiya vuma ukuhamba
kwa kamsinyane xa inokufumaneka imali yokuba senje
njalo.”

“Ngokuqinisekileyo, siza kuyifumana yona imali.
Akukho nentandabuzo ngaloo nto,” utjhilo uNolizwe.

“Hayi ke, ma ndingakubambezeli, zoda zivalwe
iibanki.” Uphendule watjho umfana emjonge ezinko-
zweni zamehlo uwabo lowo.

“Yiza kaloku nawe, umama uya nqwena ukuba akhe
athethe nawe.”

“Kulungile ke, ibani nihamba ke ndolandela mna.
Ndiya kunifumana phi?”

“EStandard Bank eMain Street. Ukuba ufikese simkile,
uya kusifumana evenkileni yakwaClark, uvile ke?”
encuma.

“Ewe ndivile, ndiya kwenza loo nto,” naye encuma.
“Uz’ ungalibali ke topo,” ebaleka ephuma uNolizwe.
“Andisokulibala Sithandwa,” elandelisa nomnye

ekhwaza. Efikile uNolizwe kunina, banduluka ukusinga
esixekweni. Akuzange kube kho nkathazo ekuyikhu-
phcni imali. OkaMpambani wafika yena se kusithiwa
be belapho ebankini. Uhambe ke waya kwivenkile
ebixeliwe, wabafumana apho.

“O! ude wafika Fiks?” uvakele esitjho uNolizwe
akuba engena uFikile evenkileni apho, “Mama naanku
unyana wakho engena,” uhambise watjho ebekisa
kuNojenti.
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“Ewe, molo ke nyana,” use isandla uNojenti ezele
luncumo.

“Ewe kc Mama,” eBulisa naye ngoncumo.
“Tyhini, nisaphila na Titfhala?”
“Sihlel’ enkosi Mama, uMama uphilile yena?”
“Siya vuswa topo nathi.”
“Ewe Bethu.”
“Hayi topo Titfhala andigexeli nt’ im&i.”
“Hm . . .”
“Ziimeko nje zentlalo elusizi.”
“Ndiya Bona Maa.”
“Inene mntwan’am, uBona njc akukuhle phandl’

apha.”
“Ewe Bethu.”
“Hayi khona kwezi ntsuku.”
“Ewe.”
“Hayi mntwan’am, intlalo yam yona yeBuhlungu kwa-

phela.”
“Hm!”
“Ku6a nangoku ndilapha nje asikuko kuthanda

kwam.”
“Hm . . .”
“Laa mfo wam usuke waangathi unogezo.”
“Ewe, ewe! hm!”
“Loo nto kusuke ku&onakale ukuBa angamBulala

nokum&ulala lo mntwan’am ngenxa yalaa maqa&a
aseBonxa.”

“Hm! Uthi ni na Xhewukazi!”
“Yoo! Int’embi mntwan’am. Kanga ngokuBa ngoku

ndicinge enye into endakukuxelela sakufika phaya kwa-
kho, andinakuyithetha apha nje ngoko uqonda ke nawe.”

“Hayi ndiya qonda nam Mama.”
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“Hayi ke, kulungile nyana, ma se ndixheja lo mntwana
enze msinyanc. UNolizwe akasokuze emke kwindawo
enempahla, uyithanda impahla akazincedi. Ndinosizi
nguwc, uya kuthi Ju nguye.”

Uwathcthc la mazwi okugqiBela uNojenti sel’ehleka
kuyinto cmnandi. Waycsel’eman’ ukuthi qhuzu qhuzu
ngentsinana yembeko naye uTitJhala, nje ngamkhwe-
nyana kaloku.

Kuthcngwc ke kwagqitywa, kwandulukwa ukusinga
kwaFikile. Befikile apho, iqalile imazi enkulu uNojenti
yangena emxholweni, wabc ke umfazana eququzela
emzini wakhe aphaelungiselela izinto ezingaba zinokusiwa
phantsi kwempumlo. Lo gama asaququzelayo ibe ngulo
kuhlinzwa impuku ngumntu nomkhwenyana wakhe.

UNojenti uyivule ingxoxo ngelithi: “Mntwan’am,
andizi ku6a santyuntya, ndiza kuwenza abe mafutjhane
kakhulu amazwi am.”

“Qhuba wena Mama ndiya mamela,” utjhilo unyana
ekfolonqa inqawa ukuba atjhaye.

“UNolizwe uyendiswa,” iqhube yeenje njalo le mazi.”
Esendiswa nje kc, wendiselwa emaqabcni angazi no ‘A.’
Ke kaloku ke, se ndivile ukuba nitJhatile, ndavuya mna
kuBa iBingumnqweno wam lowo. Ndithe ndakuqonda
ukuBa lo mntwana wode emke namaga6anga6a ase-
Bonxa, ndamce6isa uku6a ma nitha6athe imali le ni-
hambe niye kuzimela apho nithande khona, nje ngoko
ninga6antu a6afundileyo, niziqonda ncendawo zelizwe,
nozinyulela ngokwenu eningaya kuyo. Uku6a anenjanga
njalo, niya ku6a nindenzakalisile. Yosuka icace yonke
into uku6a nithe nahlala kwa lapha, ndi6e sengozini
kc mna kulaa mfo, ndisikwe nasenkonzweni, kanti nani
niya kugxothwa ezikolweni ninga6uye nifundise. Kanti 
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ukuba nibale iincwadi zokuccla ukupoxa kwezo zikolo
zenu', loo nto ayikuba nabungozi, ningabuya nicele
umsebenzi kwiziphata-mandla apho niya khona.

“Xa nditjhoyo ke mntwan’am ndizama ukunicebisa
ukuba nimke apha. Naantso imali eyoba kukuphila
kwenu.” Utjho sel’ ekhupha isipha seento cziluhlaza
amaphepha emali. Usihambise eso sipha nje ngoko
sinjalo kuFikile kaMpambani.

Lamya lo mfana, wasuka waayinto emanzi kukubila
ngcsiquphe wangenwa lungcangcazelo. Uthc engakhange
enze nezwi, wazolula izandla zakhe ezincdumbe wawa-
mkela amakhulu amahlanu eeponti.

Emva kwemizuzu eliqela engenakuthetha, udc wava-
kala esithi: “Mama, andinalo nelinyc endingalibekisayo
kuwe. Andiyazi indlcla endingakubulela ngayo ndisuke
ndaasisidenge, ndaayinkuku isikwe umlomo. Ndi —
ndi — ndixakiwe ngoku.”

“Hayi mntwan’am, akukho nto yakubulelwa kuloo
nto. Kaloku thina bazali bempucuko sazi hgokumhlophe
ukuba simele ukubasebenzela abantwana besebancinane
ize kuthi xa bafikelele kwixabiso lobuntu babese bcnayo
yokuziqalela ubom babo beli lizwe. Ngako oko ke
akukho nto yakubulelwa kuloo nto,” yatjho imazi
enkulu.

Kwesi sithuba ke kungene uNoIizwe nezinto ezijuju
kwasetyenzwana nazo zibunqaphela zona iindaba, kude
ngelikade kwathetha uNoIizwe wathi: “Ke Mama ucinga
ukuba singanduluka nini apha?”

“Nokuba be ninokuhamba ngomso oku be kukhona
kuthe nqo kum,” uphendule watjho unina ncuma.

Ucinga ukuba singaya phi ke Maa?” iphiride yabuza
intombi.



“Ndicinga ukuBa indawo eya kunilungela liBayi.
KuBa leyo yindawo eBanzi kakhulu, ngaphaa koko siva
ukuBa kukwaZ/a/nZ?’ ezakhe apho, loo nto ithelha ukuthi
akukho mntu uqwalasele nto yamntu, ingulowo ugcine
eyakhe imicimbi engananze kugqala nto ngemicimbi
yabanye abantu.”

Weenje njalo uNojenti ukubacacisela ngale ndawo
iliBayi aaba Bantwana wanga kanyc ngumntu wakhona.

“Loo nto ithetha ukuthi ke Maa akukho mntu uya
kusiBuza nto namvela-phi nanto ni na eyelele kwezo?”
Yongeze yatjho intombi yakhe ibuza.

“Nditheth’ ukutjho kanye sana Iwam.”
“Kowu! Ngathi yeyona ndawo iya kusilungela leyo,”

itj'hilo intombi iwahlaBe kumyeni wayo amehlo. Uhle
waqonda naye umduna ukuba loo mehlo amjongileyo
ayacela, ecela ukuba ma kakhe avelise ezakhe izimvo
ngomcimbi lo osetafileni, ayeke ukuba soloko eqokobile
xa kucetyiswanayo, ingoyena oyindoda.

Ude waphendula ke urerae lo wathi: “Umama ucije
eyona ndawo kanye endibe ndisoloko ndibeke yona apha
engqondweni yam.”

“Ucinga okokuba singahamba nini ke Fiks?” IBuze
yatfho inkosikazi se kubonakala ukuba ithaBathekile
mpela. “Ndicinga ukuBa mna ma sihambe kule veki
izayo, ngolwesiHlanu,” uphendule watjho umf’ omkhulu.

Kuthe kwakuBonakala ukuBa kuthe nzwanga emva
kwala mazwi ale nkosi, kuBuye kwathetha kwa yona
yathi: “Ndicinga ukuthi elo thuBa liya kusanela ukuBa
senze amalungiselelo kakuhle.”

“Hayi kunjalo phofu,” iphendule yatjho inkosikazi,
“kodwa ke akukho mntu waziyo ukuBa kungehla nto ni 
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na kwezi ntsukwana ukusa kolwesiHlanu, kuBa laa
maqaBa ahlele ukundithwala naxeja liphi na.”

“Noko asinakuzixhoma kakhulu kuloo nto, Noli.
Ma sithcmbe nje ukuba olo suku luya kusifikcla kuse-
kuhle,” womeleze ngelitfhoyo okaMpambani.

Emva kwesi sidlo kulungiselelwe ukugoduka ngu-
Nolizwe nonina, ekuthe ke bakuba belungele indlela,
babulisa kamnumzana lowo befiya kuyinto enjalo.
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ISAHLUKO 20

AEAFO EASE-CAWA

“Makwedini kha nikhangcle ukuha inja le ikhonkotha
nto ni na kangaka. Niya kuthi ni ukusuka nonwabe
inja ikhonkotha, ningamakhwenkwe okwenza ni?” Kutjho
uZenzile Daniso emakhwenkweni kwaku&a kukho-
nkotha inja yakhe kasithukuthezi phandle phaya.

Ephumile ke amakhwenkwe ayibizele inja ngokudona
uku6a ithintele a6antu 6asemzini. Yayingamadoda
ama6ini evethe ezimbeje-mbeje iingu6o zasemLungwini.

“Heke! nisincedile makwedini,” ivakele isitjho enye.
“Ee se sikhohlene nayo le nja, isaala uku6a ma sihambele
phambili, suke kubonakale uku6a iza kusidlavula saku-
funa ukuthi nyi ukuhambela phambili.” Aku6a enga-
phenduli amakhwenkwe u6uzile wathi:

“Ngumzi ka Daniso lo makwedini?”
“Ewe Tata nguwo,” iphendule yatjho enye inkwenkwe.
Eaye 6afika ke endlwini, 6ankqonkqoza.
“Phakathi!” Uphendule umnini-mzi. Eangena.
“Ewe, kuphunywa phi na ngamadoda la?” U6uze

weenjc njalo okaDaniso 6aku6a 6ehleli phantsi a6a-
hambi.

“Siphuma ezantsi eCawa, Eawo,” iphendule yatjho
enye yala madoda.

“Ewe!”
“Yiloo nto Sawo.”
“Hm!”
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“Yiloo nto Bethu.”
“He-e-e!” utjhilo umini-mzi elunga ukuhlala.
KwakuBa kuthe nzwanga kwesi sithuha, uqu&ule

inqawa yakhe ehambisa kwa khona esithi: “Ewe, manene,
kha nitjho kaloku ngokwcnu, kusingwa phi ziinkosi
ezi zam ?”

“Sihambele kumzi wakwaDaniso emaGqwaJini.”
“Ewe!”
“Ke kaloku ke, ngenxa yokungalazi ilizwe cli, nomzi

lowo singawazi apho umi khona. sifumane sathi ma
singene sibuzise.”

“Ewe!”
“Yiloo nto Bawo.”
“Ohi-i-i. KwaDaniso apho niyinto ni nina?”
“KwaDaniso apho asinto, ngokwalamana ke; koko

nje lowo ngumzi esiyalelwe kuwo uktiba size kuwuvelela
ngendaba yobulawu endingenakuyichaza dc ibe ke
sikuwo umzi lowo.”

“Hayi phofu kurfjalo kanye. Nam andigctyhudiseli
ekubeni ma nichaze ezo ndaba niziphcthcyo. Phofu
asizizo iindaba zomphanga okanye umbiko?”

“Hayi Bawo, asizizo ezo. Ikwaziindaba zokuba sikho
singabantu ehlabathini apha,” encuma.

Uthe qhuzu-qhuzu kuhle naye okaDaniso ngentsinana
ephantsi eyayisalatha kanye ubungqonyela bomnini-mzi.
Kwcli thuba ke kungene umnikazi-mzi elandelwa yintombi
yakhe uNomadinga, bephethe izinto ezijuju neziphungo.
Kwa ngaloo mzuzu amadoda asemzini aba nokuzinceda
kwezo zidlo zazibekwe phambi kwawo.

Emvakoku ke, kwakukhovwa ukudliwa, ungcambazisile
kwa khona umnini-mzi weenje nje: “Andazi ke manene,
isiko lasekhay’ apha lelokuba abahambi abayekwa



badlule emzini xa se kuleli xeja ebusuku. Eyona nto ide
yadlulisa ukuBa mbi kukuba anilazi eli lizwe. Ke
ukuhamba nibuzisa ngomzi ebusuku asinto inathamsanqa
leyo, ngako oko ke ndicinga ukuba ma sc nilala ukuze
nivukeie ekufuneni ngomso. Ndiya thembisa kananjalo
ukuba ndoba luncedo Iwenu ekunifuniseni umzi lowo
nifuna wona. Yonwabani ke ngoko, kube sekhaya apha.
Ndiyazi ukuba nibudinwa, kuba kumgama apho nisuka
khona, se sobuzana ngomso ukuze sibe nokwazana.”
Itjho le ndoda se ilungiselela ukuya kuphuma ngomnya-
ngo, ibajiya abahambi bemangalisiwe.

Kwaqala kwaba kho ukungaqondi kula madoda
asemzini. Kwacaca ukuba, ngenene, ukuhamba kuku-
bona, kuba ayizange yaba kho into yokwamkelwa
kwabantu emzini bengabuzwanga nokuba bangoobani
na amagama. Ayibulela noko le mbeko la madoda
engaqondi, afumana azithuthuzela ngeli qhalo lithi,
‘Imizi ayifani ngamasiko, ifana ngeentlanti kuuphela.’
Alungiselelwe ke iindawo zokulala, alala.

Kugaleleke abamelwane abathathu ngosuku olulande-
layo apho kwaDaniso, owesine inguyise kaNolizwe,
uMzimasi. Bathene wanga-wanga ngeziqhulwano
neencoko aabo bane ekwathi kusenjalo kwangena umnini-
mzi. Uthe engena nje wa6e sel’ egxwagxujwa ngokuvuka
se kusemini, kuhlekwa kuyiloo nto. Uphendule ehleka
naye wathi: “Hayi madoda, noko nokhumbula uku6a
6e se kuse6usuku kakhulu ngeliya xeja ndiye ngalo
ezindlwini zenu phezolo.” Wathi kanti lo mfo uye
kuvusa a6amelwane e6axelela ngolu ndwendwe Iwakhe
ehletyelwe yinkosikazi yena, kanti intombi yeyona
yayinolwazi, yaza yakpveca unina, yaanjalo ke loo nto
yokuthelwa tshuphe kwalo mfo ngondwendwe olu.
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* V
- |:

Emva kwesidlo sakusasa, asiwe kc amadoda asemzini
endlwini enkulu apho kwakulinde khona abamelwane
nomnini-mzi.

AkuBa ethe gwaqa amadoda, sel’ encokolela phantsi
ngoku, uqalile uZenzile Daniso wawa ngazo weenje nje:
“Manene akowethu, fan’ ukuha nithe nqa uku&a ndi-
niBizele nto ni na. NdiniBizcla into endigayaziyo nam.
Ngamafuphi ke ma ndenje nje: phezolo ndibonc kungena
la madoda asemzini, esithi ke afuna umzi wakwaDaniso.
Aitdiwaduzanga nto ininzi, kananjalo andixilonganga
nazinjongo zawo ngokusingisele nomzi lowo afuna wona.
Andiwanikanga namhkondo ngomzi lowo kaDaniso,
ku6a, zinkosi zam, ndafundiswa le nto ngubawo esaphila:
ma ndingaze ndimyeke umhambi umntu umzi ebusuku,
kuba kunokwenzeka ukuba asimntu, yimpundulu. Ndi-
fumane ndawanqanda ke ukuba alale, avukelc ke cku-
funeni ngengomso. Ndithembisile ke kanjalo ukuba
ndiya kuwancedisa ukufuna loo mzi-.

“Ndibize nina ke makhosi ukuba nizixilonge, nizi-
qwalasele iindwendwe ezi niqondisise ukuba ngabantu,
ziimpundulu, kusini na. Kothi ke ukuba ngabenyama
negazi, nandule nibachazele apho ukhona umzi lowo
ngokuwazi kwenu ke nina.”

Emva kwala mazwi, umGqwaJe omkhulu uphutha-
phuthc enxhoweni yakhe yesikhumba sethole lenkomo
efuna isilanda ukuba ahlabe inqawa yakhe. Kuthe
nzwanga endlwini, amadoda eqondele phantsi onke,
kungekho ithethayo. Kwakuvakala ukuxuxuzela kwee-
nqawa kutjhaywa — kuba yayiziingedle zodwa ezo
zazihlangene apho — kuqhuma isisi.

Emva kwemizuzu eliqela kuseso sizungu, kude kwa-
phukaneka okaMzimasi wayengazimisele kuthetha,



ubekise kumadoda asemzini wathi: “Ewe, manene, kha
nitfho, kuthiwa thaphu phi na ngamadoda la?”

Kuphendule enye kulaa madoda asemzini yathi:
“Hayi Bawo siphuma ezantsi eCawa.”
“Ewe!”
“Ukwenje nje oku sifuna umzi wakwaDaniso.”
“Emanini?”
“EmaGqwaJini.”
“Ewe!”
“Phofu kungekho nto imbi ke noko.”
“Nkos’ am!”
“Sifuna loo mzi ngokuba sithunyiwe kuwo.”
“Naantso ke!”
“Singene apha kweli khaya ngokubuzisa.”
“Ewe! Ewe!”
“Kwacaca ukuba ma singabi sadlula ke, kuba be buse

buhambile ubusuku.”
“Ewe bethu!”
“Yiloo nto Bawo.”
“Hm—hm—! Ma ndikhe ndibuze le nto: Apha kwa-

Daniso nithunywe ngubani ?”
Uthandabuzile umfo wasemzini ukuyiphendula le

ndawo. Ude wathi emzuzwini: “Noko ke Bawo ngathi
kum le ndawo uyibuzayo be ndingayiphcndula xa be
ndisazi ukuba ndikuwo loo mzi sifuna wona. Okwangoku
ndisanqatyelwe kukuwuphendula umbuzo lo.”

Athe gquzu ngentsiniamadoda kulendawo. Ungcamba-
zisile okaMziwandile wathi: “Hayi, uyindoda mfo waseCa-
wa, kuthe kanti uyindoda. Ndiya kuncoma ngokuyigcina
esifubeni sakho inyewe yakowenu ungayisasazi ezizweni
de uqiniscke ngendawo oyithetha kuyo Uyindoda
kwaphela,” ehlekela phantsi uMzimasi. “Ma sibuye ke,”
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uhambisc watj’ho, “ma ndenje nje ke, zinkosi zam, ma
ningamangaliswa kukuba nigocwa-gocwe ncnjiwc nje.
Apha umntu uya cokiswa ukubuzwa, kuba kaloku thina
sisakholclwe kwizinto ezinje ngccmpundulu noohili nee-
nyoka' ezingamathumelo avela kubantu abakhohlakeleyo
abafuna ukwenzakalisa babulale abantu benKosi abazo-
nwabeleyo. Kusuke kuthi khona kwakuvela abantu
abanxibe nje ngani aaba, kube kukhona sindweba nga-
kumbi.

“Kaloku kuthiwa iimpundulu zasezidolophini zinga-
mancne anxiba kakuhle kakhulu. Kusuke kuthi qatha
ezo nto ezingqondweni zethu. Xa nderiza amanqam:
Kule nyanga iphelileyo kwenzcke into esimanga komnye
umzi es’apha. Kusukc kwabonwa umntu cnxibe czinga-
yiwayo iimpahla emi ngascmnyango phaya. Uthe
akubuzwa ukuba ufuna ni na, wasuka wabuza umfana
waloo mzi ukuba ukho na ngckhaya elo. Uxelelwe ukuba
ukho, wasuka wathi, ‘Ma ze nimxelele ubani lowo ukuba
be ndithunywe kuye, ke se sobanana ukungcangca
kwelanga.’ Bathe befuna ukubuza imibuzo, wayesel’
cngasabonakali nangetjhengelc umfo wasemzini. Okunene
ke, kuthe ukungcangca kwelanga, wabonwa sel’ cjuBa
loo mfana kuhleliwe nje, wathi kanti uya yibeka inqawa.
Yaphel’ int’ ebithethwa. Ndithetha ukuthi ke manene,
silumkclc izinto ezinjalo. Ngayo yonkc ie nquleqhu
siyenzayo kuni nosixolela.”

Emva kokuthi nqumama okwethutyana ubuyc wangca-
mbazisa ngcmibuzo uJwaja kula madoda aseCawa.

“Kanene eCawa phaya amadoda la ziinto zoobani,
amani?”

Kuphendule kwa isithethi sala madoda asemzini
sathi, “Mna ndingokaGxabuza emaNtJilibeni. Lo,”
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esalatha kuwaBo, “ngokaMachiBi kwa semaNtJiliBeni.”
“Hm! NingooBanqo ?”
“Ewe Bawo.”
“NdingokaMziwandile ke mna emaJwapeni. Apha

kukwaZenzile Daniso emaGqwaJini, lo mzi nifuna wona
ke nguwo lo. Akukho wumBi.”

Basuke Bayana ngamehlo ahafo Basemzini kwesi
sithuha Bemangalisiwe, ku&a BaBesie Beqnisekile ukuBa
amakhwenkwe eBeBaphoxa nje phezolo xa eBevuma
ukuBa kukwaDaniso apha.

“Kha nitjho ke manene, nize ngani apha kwaDaniso?”
UBuzile uMzimasi.

“Sikutjhwe kwaMavuso, emaNgxongweni ukuBa ma
size kuthetha namaGqwaJe ngento enqwenelwe ngama-
Ngxongo, kweli khaya ke.”

“Ewe, qhuBa Banqo.”
“AmaNgxongo anesitya asifionileyo kweli khaya lasc-

maGqwaJini, aza ke anqwenela ukutyela kuso eso sitya.
Ukwenje nje oku ke maGqwaJe kukuzililela kwama-
Ngxongo kuni. Acela ukuBa akangesinikwa na isitya
eso asithaBathele kuwo amaNgxongo.”

Ujunqu-junqule weenje njalo lo mfo wasemzini,
kwacaca ukuBa le nto ingumLungu apha kuye yimpahla
leyo wayenxiBe yona kuuphela.

Kuthe malakatha emva kwale ntetho, kwee cwaka, tu.
Uvakele edanduluka ngontyontyelo omnye wahamelwane
esithi:

“Yeha-a-a! Naantso k’ into yakho!
Lo nyaka ngomny’ eminyakeni,
Izolo nayizolo elinye sixox’ indaB’ enye.
IndaBa yokucelwa kweentombi zaseluManyanweni,
Phendulani madoda Baphendulen’ aBantu
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NiBakhulule BathaBath’ abakunqweneleyo kuthi.
Lujikelezo uongqungo Iwani na olu?
Phendulan’ a&afana Bagoduke maan.
Asilithamsanqa n’ elivela kuQamatha?
Asilithamsanqa n’ elivela kumawenu?
Musan’ ukuBa sandindiza maan!
Eahambisen’ a&antwana Baye kusikhonzela.
Yini na! Kwakha kwaanje phi na kule mihla!”

Uwagqi&ezele awokugqiBela sel’ eya kuphuma ngo-
mnyango lo mfo uku&a akhe aBethwe ngumoya phandle.

Ungcambazisile kwa khona okaMziwandile wathi,
“He-e-e! lya vakala le ndawo, manene. Kaloku izinto
zisuka zi&etha-Bethane engqondweni apha xa sukuBa
kuthethwa ngaBantu ongaBaziyo. # Lo mzi asimzi wazi-
wayo kweli, ndithetha ke lo wakwaMavuso. Kanti
ukuthetha kona kumnandi xa uthetha ngomzi uwazi.
Garaa silaziyo ke tliina apha eluManyanweni silazi
ngomfana ofundisa apha. AsinaBambi ke aBakwaMavuso
esi&aziyo.”

Ukhawuleze waphendula okaGxabuza wathi, “Sithu«
nywa kokwaBo kwaloo mfana endlwini kanye nqo.
Uyise ungumfundisi phaya eCawa, nguye osisuse uku&a
size kweli khaya.”

“He-e-e!” uvakele esitj'ho uMzimasi, “intombi ekhoyo
apha inye. Siyothuka ke noko thina ukuthi kanti icelwa
kwamFundisi. Kaloku kula maxeja emiyo se siBona
ukuba umfana ongafundanga akanakho ukuthaBatha
intombi efundileyo kanti nentombi engafundanga ayina-
kwendela kumfana ofundileyo. Yiyo nento edala uButhi-
dala ekuwuphenduleni umcimbi lo. SiyiBona ingahla-
ngani le mihlambi yalanayo isahlulwa ziimini zempucuko
nenkcuBeko.”
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“Ndingakhe ndiyiphendule naleyo indawo Bawo. Phaya
emaNgxongweni asinto kuxatyiswe yona impakamo. Le
ntombi yasekhay’apha icelwa kusaziwa ukuba ayifunda-
nga kuya phi. Into ekuthandwe yona kuyo kukuziphatha
kwayo kakuhle, ukululama nembeko. Kuyaziwa ke
emaNgxongweni ukuba ayiziqwebelanga nje yona ngo-
kwayo ukuzc ibe nezo zinto, iqeqejiwe ukuze ibe njalo,
yaba nguwo umfanekiso wekhaya eli layo ngako oko.
Yaziwe ke loo nto yokuba loo nto iyiyo intombi le,
yiloo nto nekhaya layo liyiyo.”

Ngeli xeja ke kungene umnikazi-mzi neziphungo, kwa-
phungwa. Baphume phandle lo mzuzu kuphungwayo
uZenzile Daniso noMzimasi Mziwandile ekuthe ke
bakukhov’ ukugqugulQ bangena kwa sendlwini.

Emva kweziphungo kungenwe kwa sengxoxweni.
Kuthethe kwa uMzimasi wathi, “He-e-e! Ma sibuye
sicubunge kwa khona manene akowethu. Indawo yokuqa-
la ke nokhe nirole uswazi size kuhambela phambili.”

Balukhuphile uswazi ngokwesiqhelo kwa nomkhonto
ngokwesiko. Zithe nezinye izinto zonke zemiswa ngee-
ndawo zazo. Ngalinye, wavunywa apho umzi wasema-
Ngxongweni akwaba kho namagingxi-gingxi.

Ngenjika-langa bandulukile abafo baseCawa bejiya
kuyinto cmnandi kwelo khaya lasemaGqwaJmi.

Yaba ngundaba-mlonyeni inyewe kaNomadinga no-
Lungile kuloo lali yaseluManyanweni. Yaba ngabantu
abakhulu, yaangamanye amantombazana nabafana, yaa-
kuuphela kweendaba ezinandiphekayo ezi kubo bonke.

Bambi babesithi uNomadinga ufumene inthamsanqa,
kuba efumene indoda elungileyo, bambi besithi ngu-
Lungile onethamsanqa lokufumana umfazi olunge nje
ngalo. Yaba yiloo mpikiswano injalo.
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ISAHLUKO 21

E-BAYI

Lalilihle lizolile izulu inqhina yonke indalo ivuma
uBuhle Bayo loo ntsasa. Wayejujuza uloliwe, inqwel’
amahilihili. Wayenyuka amaqhina egogoza, ekhweza
imixawuka exwesa amaxandeka, egwegweleza esimka
amageduka, eqengqeleka esihla imimango, eyingqejemba
ecanda amathafa, kunqakpza isinyithi phezu kwenka-
sayiya.

Kambe yinqwelo eyoze inge iya thetha xa uphulaphule
ezo zimbo zokuhamba kwayo. Maxa wambi yotj’ho
ngesithukuthezi uyiphulaphule usiya kwelikude, uphethwe
ngumvandedwa. “Ndithatha’pha ndiBek’apha! Nditha-
th’apha ndiBek’apha!” Itjho kuBe kudala, aye amavili
la esenza eyawo into. “Nqunqu nqukpu nqunqu nqukpu!”
Atjho ucinge e’Neva-neva’ apho ungaziyo nawc.

Le nqwelo kaKumkanikazi uFitoli yayijiya iAIexandria
ngale ntsasa. KwaBaBephakathi kuyo, singaBalula
uFikile noNolizwe Besinga kwelaseBayi.

Yagongqoza igongqoza yamhla kukuBi, iwela-wcla,
igqoba-gqoba, ityhutyhumeza isenje njalo. Kwathi kuse-
maDikolo kwaBe kusemaQwela, yacanda amathafa
aseLantywentywe, yaxwesa unxweme IweLake-Eric ikhwe-
za esikaCungwa kuqhuma uthuli.

Ize kuthi tyaa phezu kweKenkelbosch yaqengqa
ithanga isihla ijongise elwandle kanye se kusemva kwemi-
ni. Ithe yakuthi gingxi eNqhupa, enqwel’ emdaka,
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yalalisa umnyama ukuhla, yaya kuthi ngxingxilili eNew-
Brighton. Behlile ke aaBa BaBini, umNu noNkosk.
Mpambami, ku6a apha kwakulapho BaBesiya khona,
eBayi.

Bahlangatyezwa esitijini apho ngumhloBo kaFikile
awayesazana naye kwa seBukhwenkweni esikolweni.
Koko yena umnumzana lo wooyiswa yimfundo weza
kunyiBilika kwelo laseBayi.

KuBuliswene ke kwa&ukwana kakhulu.
“Tyhini, Fiks, mfo ndini, uthe kanti uyeza ngenene!”
“Ewe Jo, ndilapha mfo ndini.”
“O! yinkosikazi le?” e&ulisa kuNolizwe uJo.
“Ewe ntanga yinkosikazi yakowethu le,” ehleka

uFikile.
“Mfo ndini, impilo siya kuyichazelana endlwini,”

utjhilo ujo, “ma se singenisa impahla le emotweni.”
Ingenisiwe ke impahla emotweni kaJo, Bangenile

na&o kwandulukwa.
Ngemizuzwana engephi, 6aye kufika kwaJo. Wayehlala

kwilalana ekwakusithiwa ukuBizwa kwayo kuseZintakeni.
KuBe seziBeleni apho kwaJo kwaqheleka msinyane naku&a-
fiki aaBo kwaBa likhaya. Emva kweziphungo namaqeBe-
ngwana awayehanjiswa ku&o nguDina inkosikazi kaJo,
5aqalile uJo noFikile ukuncokola ngezasekhaya iinda&a.

“Kha utjho ke Fiks, mfo ndini, umkiswa yinto ni
ekhaya? Ku6a akundicaciselanga encwadini oBundibalele
yona.”

„Ntang’ am Jo, akwaBa uBusazi mfo ndini. Inde
injece ye&ali lam nalo mfazi wam. Asiyiyo intwana nje
mfo.”

“Uthi ni na Fiks! Uxolo kancinane,” utjho esukuma
uJo, “noko ndingaziyo nokuBa uya fikelela na kwezi
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zinto zifincwayo, ma ndize nentwana sikhe simfimfithc.
Kunjani?” Encuma.

“Awu! UngaBa undigodusile ntang’am Jo,” ehleka
naye.

“Dina!” Ukhwaze watjho uJo ebekisa kowakhe.
“Kha uze nento, TJhomi, sikhe sifumane, siBunxanwa.”

Uze nayo. Kwaselwa.
“Apha, yinto ni mfo? Ukufundisa ukuyekile na?”

Ubuzile uJo.
“Ukufundisa ndifuna ukukhe ndikuyeke, mfo, okwemi-

nyaka emiBini nemithathu. Ukufundisa oko kuza
kwenza ukuba ndaziwe apho ndikhona, kanti ndize
kuzimela apha.”

“Kha uthethe mfo ndini. Wazifihla, kutheni?”
“Mfo ndini Jo, ndimi kakubi, ntanga. Yeka uku&a

ndingathi ndonwa&ile wena, kuBa undiBona ndihleka
ndincokola ndisithi ni. Ndisemahajeni amaBi, mfo.”

“Fiks, kha uthethe ezi zinto mfo, uthi ngamahaje
anto ni na la, ntanga?”

“Se ndiza kukuxelela, kuBa inguwe Jo. Ndiya themBa
ukuBa le nto uya kuyigcina esifuBeni sakho, uz’ undincede
mfo ndini.”

“Awu Fiks! Undazi kakuhle kaloku nawe loo nto
ilulwimi andinayo mna.”

“Flayi phofu andikwazeli kulo nam, Jo.”
“Se uqhu&a ke ndive,” utjhilo uJo elunga ukuhlala.
“Lo mfazi wam,” uhambise watjho okaMpambarii,

“nditjhate naye ngaphandle kwemvume kayise. Ngunina
kuuphela oyaziyo loo nto, wayivuyela kananjalo ngenxa
yokuBa lo mntwana eBesendiselwa emaqaBeni nguyise.
Acelile amaqaBa avunywa, aloBola agqiBa. Ndinqumle
ke mna ndatjhata ndemka naye. Naanku silapha ke

93



ngoku,” utjhilo okaMpambani ebtiya epabula kuloo
nkcoyana yakhc.

“Hm . . . .! Si, mfo ndini! Yinto loo nto, hayi yinto
loo nto," utjhilo uJo ebonakala exinga. “Ke, nto ka-
Mpambani,” ubuze watj'ho, “Ucinga ukuba uya kuzi-
khusela njani xa laa madoda anokukufaka emthethweni
ngomfazi wawo? Kaloku ingalotyolwa intombi, kwakuba
kugqityiwe, ngumfazi womntu lowo. Kufana nokuba
ubaleke nentombi egnejiweyo, apha ke em Lungwini.
Tngejiwe nje, ngumkamntu lowo.”

“Andazi Jo. Ndisacinga eyona nto ndingenztt yona.”
utjhilo omnye esezingcingeni.

“Wa Fiks!” uvakele esitjho uJo emva kwethutyana
bethe cwaka, “yinto ni kanye eyenze ukuba ma wenze
yonke le nto, mfo ?”

“Andingeze ndikuxelele Jo. Ndingasuka ndithi nguye
ngokwakhc lo mntwana ondenze ukuba ndenze yonke lc
nto.”

,,Njani na ntanga zethu?”
“Ngokundicenga, nam ndathamba, ndamvumela.”
“Awu! Asikuko ukumthanda na Fiks?”
„Hayi Jo, ma ndikuxelele ntang'am dzu. Ukumthanda

kona asiyona nto ndinzulu kuye ngayo.”
“Kanti nje kunjalo, yinto ni le kanye ekwenze ukuba

udale wonke lo monakalo ungaka? Kha ucacise ntanga
andikaqondi.”

“Yimali Jo.”
“Be ndisitjho nam,” utjhilo uJo esukuma esiya

kuphuma. Ubuye wangena uJo wathi engahlalanga
phantsi wamcela umhlobo wakhe ukuba baye kwigumbi
lokudlela apho kwakuse kulungiselelwe isidlo sangoku-
hlwa.
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Kwa6a mnandi kweso sidlo, ku6a ujo wayencokola
e6a6ulala 6onke ngentsini. Kwakugqitywa ke ukudliwa
uvakele esithi uJo ebckisa kowakwakhe, “Dina, siza
kukhe siphumc noFikile ndikhe ndimjikelezise kancinane
nje phambi kokuba silale. Siza kuphuma ngemoto, asiyi
kuli6ala ke ngoko, so6ehle si6uyc ningekalali nani.”

“Kulungile Jo ukuba uMamTJhonyane uya vuma,”
utjhilo uDina ewakfozise kuNolizwe amehlo encuma.

“Yo! Ndingade ndi6e se ndimqanda lo wam umfo,
mntakabawo, akangeze ayiphulaphule loo nto. Uku6a
ufuna ukuham6a yena akeva nokunqandwa,” itjhilo
intombi kaMzimasi sel’isuka i6ajiya a6anye etafileni
apho.

“Woze uthethe into ekungathethwa yona ke wena
Nolizwe,” ubavumle watjho usonkosi wakhe ebufutheka.

Ucinge msinyane kwesi sithu6a uJo, wanqumla ngelo-
ku6a ma 6ahambe noFikile kungade konakale, Beenje
njalo.

Endleleni uvakele esitlii uJo, “Uyazi Fiks? Kum
ngathi wenze impazamo cnkulu ngokuza eBayi nomfazi
wakho.”

“Hambisa,” utjhilo omnye.
“Apha kulula ukwaklukana nomfazi xa ano6ukpwada

ana6o.”
“Hambisa,” engaqondi.
“Ndithetha ukuthi lo mfazi wakho noko akavuthwanga

kakuhle, ndiphawule kulaa ntetho a6e eyenza ngawe.
Kha ufuman’ucinge xa anokuchazela thina ngawe enga-
sazi nokusazi, nalaa nto yokusijiya etafileni engaceli
noxolo ngokumka kwakhe etafileni. Wondixolela mfo
ngokuthetha kakubi ngomfazi wakho, ndenzela uku6a
uqonde. Ndiku6onisa nje ngomhlo6o wam omkhulu.”
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“Ewe, ndiya qonda, Jo. Andikugxeki, kuBa uBona
isimilo endasiBonayo ukuBa asisiso kulaa mfazi wam.
Kodwa njc, ngenxa ycmali yakhe ndimtjhatile, ndaye
ngoku se ndiswele iceBo cndingenza lona ukumjenxisa.”

“Awu! hayi ke wona amaceBo maninzi endingakuce-
Bisa wona, uyenze loo nto lula njc. Enyanisweni Fiks,
andiyithandanga inkangeleko yalaa mntwana unguNolizwe
ndiqala nje ukuniBona.”

“Kha undiceBise Jo, ndingenza nto ni ukumjenxisa?”
“Kulula nje Fiks, kodwa andingeceBisi nto okwangoku.

SoBuye silumane iindleBe. Sisoloko sikunyc.”
“Okwangoku ke siya phi mfo ?”
“Ndikusa eBuncwaneni Beli Bayi, kwcdini nto ka-

Mpambani, oBu BuBange uButJhipha kuthi. Asisenakho
ukuBuyela emakhaya thina, ntanga zethu, kumnandi
apha, uza kuziBonela ngokwakho mfo wakuthi, akuzi
kuchazelwa ndim. Mna ndiza kuman’ ukuthi kuwe, ma
sithi, ma singen’ apha, ma sijikele ngapha, ndiBe ngokwe-
nje njalo ndikuBonisa iBayi nezipoxo zalo,” ehleka umf’
omkhulu.

“Se ndiqonda ukuBa kuza kundihmgela nam apha,”
uvakele esitjho okaMpambani.

lye yema ke imoto yaBo phambi kwehotele enkulu,
wathi uJo; “Ndilandele.”

Baropozelene ke Bejikela kwicala elingasemva ehotele
apho. Bafike komnyc weminyango yamagumbi ezicaka
wayekwelo cala. Uthe engankqonkqozanga uJo, wavula
ango Bangena.
Kwaktmgekho inntu kweli gumbi kodwa isiBane silu-
ekiwe. Lalicoceke kunene eli gunjana, yonke into
ayiBekwe apho yayingendawo yayo, iBekwe ngoBugcisa

ocoselelo.
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Kwakumi umandlalo omnye wambathiswe ngezimhlo-
phc wonke uphela, kumhlophe nemiqamclo yonkc loo
nto ngokuqaqambileyo. Kwakukho nezihlalo ezibini
kuuphela netafilana. Kwakukho ivumba elimnandi
kweli gumbi ekwacaca ukuba laliqholiwe ngobascmLu-
gwini uBuqholo.

Bangene ke waluvula uJo ucango bahlala.
“Uz’ ungothuki ke mfo,” utjhilo uJo, “xa ubona

umnikazi weli gumbi ucinge ukuba kungena umnikazi-
hotele.”

“Utjho kuba ethe ni ke Jo?” ubuzile uFikile emanga-
lisiwe.

“Uza kubona ngokwakho nto kaMpambani, andizi
kwenza nkcazo mna.”

Okunene akubanga kade, kwavakala ukunyathela
kwesihlangu esikhawulezileyo. Size kufika isandi eso
kumnyango lowo wegumbi ababehleli kulo. Uvule
wangena umnikazi-gumbi.

Yayiyintokazi enobom isukile egadcni enwele zinde
zigwangqa-Buntsundu, emehlo abanzi andwebileyo. Yayi-
mhlophe okomLungukazi ngebala zaza izidlele ezi kwa
nomlomo lo zafuna ukuba bomvana. Yayiyinzwakazi le.

Ithe ingena nje le ntokazi yabe sel’ igibiseleka kujo
imbuka awada wamangaliswa noFikile lolu hlobo
lungenazintloni. Wafuna ukuqiniseka uFikile uku&a
aka&onwanga leli nenekazi ecinga noku&a alazi uku&a
ukho egumbini apho. Umangaliswe ngakumbi ukufia
uJo cngatha&athi ndubeko yokumxelela owakwakhe lo
uku&a kukho umntu okhoyo apha endlwini. Wathula
noko akathetha elinde ukothuka kwale nzwakazi apho
ithe yaphawula khona uku&a kukho umntu wesithathu
kanti apha konke oku.
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Akuzange ku(5c njalo ke. Yaba ngongaphezulu umma-
ngaliso lowo kuFikile.

Kuthethe uJo ebekisa kwinenekazi elo esithi: “Lo,”
esalatha kuFikile, “nguFikile kaMpambani oyititfhala
eAlexandria, uze ngokusela umoya kweli lethu. Ulundwe-
ndwe Iwam ke, ndithe ma ndimbonise zonke izihlobo zam
nokuze nani nimazi.”

Iphakame kwa oko ke intokazi iqala ukuza kubulisa
ngesandla kuFikile isithi, “Ndiya vuya ukuBa ndikwazi
mNu. Mpambani. Mna ke ndinguMary kaBrown
ndikhulela apha eBayi, uJo ngumhlobo wam endimthanda
kakhulu” itjhilo le nzwakazi izele luncumo.

Babuzene impilo ke noFikile, ngalo lonke ke elo xeja
kusonywa isiNgesi, kaloku kwakumnyama kudade lo
ngasesiXhoseni.

Uvakele esithi uJo, “Naantsi imoto phandle, khwawuleza
singajiywa Jixeja, siya eBayoskopu.”

“Andingemceli na uViolet ahambe nathi se siba bane?”
ubuze weenje njalo uMary.

“Ewe mcele,” utjhilo uJo, “uFiks uya kuba nesithuku-
thezi xa angenamlingane.”

Ithe gqada phandle ke intokazi izele yimivuyo. Ibuye
yangena sel’ ihamba noVioIet, yamazisa kuFikile, kwa-
ncokolwa.

“Jo,” utjhilo uMary, “akucingi ukuba lo mzuzu
silungiselclayo thina, nina ningabe nifumana izinto
ezi Ju Ju ?”

“Kungaba kukhona kulungileyo xa kunokuba njalo.”
Ize nazo ke iziphungole nzwakazikwaphungwa. Ngeli

xeja ke amanenekazi aye kunxibela kwelinye igumbi
ejiya amanene ukuba azincede eziphungweni ezo.
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“Kc ntanga,” uvakele esitj'ho uFikile, “uyinto ni wena
kulo iLawukazi eli?”

“Lingoyena ndizimisele ukumtjhata Fiks.”
“Ulhi ni na mfo!”
“Ewe, andilogcza mna.”
“Hi!”
“Ewe. Uyise sisityeBi sendoda cnentlaninge yezindlu

aziqejisileyo apha edolophini, kwayc kukuphela
komntwana anaye lo. Uthi ke asililo ithambo clo Fiks?”

“Ewc lithambo mfo.”
' “Nithetha isiNgesi kuuphela ke Jo nenkosazana le?”

“Ewc Fiks, sithetha isiNgcsi kuuphela.”
“Lowa usekhaya, mfo ndini, akanguye mfazi wakho

na?”
“Hayi Fiks, ngumntu nje esihleliseneyo endinceda ke

kwijijini lam lekofijopu, nokundiphekela ke. Phofu
akazi nto yena, uiinde ukuba ma sitjhate nanini na.
Ndigcine mnyama njalo ke nam.”

“Hayi uyindoda Jo, ndiya kuncoma ntanga.”
Akuba egqibile amanenekazi ukunxiba, kundulukiwe

kc ukusinga eBayoskopu.
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ISAHLUKO 22

UNOLTZWE ULAHLEKILE

Luvakele udaBa lokuzimela kukaNolizwe kuyo yonke
ilali. EaBeman’ ukulumana iindlefie aBantu ngale nto,
afiakhulu kwa naBanci 6onke Bencuncuza sesi simanga
senziwe nguTitfhalakazi. Kambe abanye 6a6evelana
nomzi wasemaTJ’honyaneni ngesi sihlo, Bambi ke Besenza
umsondlo Benyelisa. Zi6e ninzi iintetho ngeentetho
ezaphuma kuBantu ngaBantu ngale nto Besandisa abanye
ukuyithetha Bevuyela ukonakala kolwendo iwayo le
ntombazana ngelithi nezaBo iintombi zikwamawazo
akukho nto intja kule nto, zimbi zagcagca naBafana
zaye kutfhona apho Bangaziyo. Yavuka phantsi ingxa-
6ano kaMzimasi nomkahke uNojenti, ekwathi ngenye
imini wavakala eBuza uMzimasi kurafazi wakhe esithi,
“Kha utfho Nojenti, utlii uye phi na lo nmtwana
uNolizwe?”

“Hi Tfhonyane, uthi ndiza kuyazi ngani indawo aye
kuyo rana, nje ngokuBa ndinje ngawe nje ukungazi nto
ngokumka kukaNolizwe?” Weenje njalo ukuphendula
uNojenti.

“Be ndiniBona kaloku niman’ ukunyuka nisihla nithi
nisekhaya ni6e nisedolophini, 6e nilungiselela nto ni?
Ungathi ni ukuthi kum akunalwazi ngokumka kwalo
mntwana, mfazi ndini?” ngomsindo.

“Ndiya kuxelela uku6a andinanto ndiyaziyo ngokumka
kukaNolizwe, ndiya kuxelela uku6a nam ndinje ngawe
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ukungazi,” utfho eya kuphuma phandle, wasel’ eyeka
nomnye ngokunqcna udufe.

Ngomnye umhla uMzimasi u&ophe ihafc lakhe wasinga
eAlexandria ngelokuya kufuna umkhondo khona. Ufike
kwasi&ali wakhe xa liya kutfhona ilanga, apha ke kukwa-
ninalume kaNolizwe apho wayehlala khona esafunda
uNolizwe.

Emva kwesidlo nomthandazo wangokuhlwa Baandula
ke ukungena cmxholweni wento angayo uMzimasi
kwelo khaya. Ungcambazisile uku&uza umnini-khaya
wathi, “Ewe SiBali, kuphunywa phi na mfo ndini?”

“Hayi Si&ali, ndihamba ndifunisa mfo ndini, intomba-
zana le yam inkulu, uNolizwe.”

“Ewe Tfhonyane, kha uthethe, kuthe ni ngale ntomba-
zana?”

“Olu suku lolwesithathu Jwapa ingekho le ntwazana
phaya ekhaya, asiyazi nomkhondo; nodade wenu uNojenti
akanalwazi ngokutfho kwakhe ke. Asazi nokuba unya-
nisile na xa atfhayo, kuba abafazi ziinto ezimaqhctseba
ngokukwazi ukukhanyela into umntu esazi nje.”

“Hayi Tfhonyane, thina apha ekhaya asinanto sikhe
sayiva ngomntwana lowo. Ntwana imbana esikhe
sayithi pefe ukuyiva yeyokuba intwana lc kaMpambani
eyititfhala yalapha ifane yee nya, kuvakale uku&a imkile
ngokwayo kungekho namntu onokuxela ke apho iye
khona.”

“Uthi ni na mfo ndini!”
“Ewe, injalo leyo into. Kukho umfana wakwaMadlebe

osebenza phaya esitifini okhe wavakalisa ukuthi ukhe
wamBona uTitfhala esitifini apho ekhwela kuloliwe
ehamba nentombazana bephethe impahla eninzi.”
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“AyingeBi ngumntwan’ am lowo kodwa Jwapa, ndithe-
tha ke lo uBonwe apho nomfana lowo?”

“Andazi TJhonyane, kunokwenzeka uku(5a i&e nguye
lowo. Nje ngokuBa usitjho ukuthi olu suku lolwesithathu
engekho lo mntwana wakho, kusukc ngathi netitfhalana
le nayo lusuku Iwesithathu ingekho.”

“Singayiphanda njani loo ndawo ukuze sifumane inya-
niso yayo ?”

“Ma siye kumfana lo u&abonileyo csitijini simncine
asichazele ukuBa injani na le ntombazana ayiBonc ino-
mfana lowo, achaze iBala loBuso Bayo, isithomo, ukumila
kwa nesinxi&o sayo saloo mhla. Ngokwenje njalo oko
mhlawumbi siya ku&a neempawu esiya kuzazi ngo-
mntwana lo.”

“Ndiya kuva Jwapa, ma singaBi sachitha xeja; ma
siye kwa ngoku kuloo mfana.”

A&alichithanga ngenene ixej'a, BaquBule imisimelelo
ya&o Banduluka. Eefikile ekhayeni lomfana lowo Bamfu-
mene ekho. Eamchazele ke into a&angayo. Uve weva
umfana, waphendula echaza oko akuBonilcyo ekuthe
aku6a eBachazele konke ngale ntombazana ayiBonc
ihamba noTitJhala kwacaca kwa oko kula madoda
uku&a iBinguNolizwe lowo. Eagodukile ke, kwathi kuBa
kwakuse kuhlwile, Bafika se kulelwc lusapho Iwasema-
Jwajeni.

,,Jwapa,” uvakele esitjho uMzimasi, “kha uvuse le
yakho intombazana sikhe siBuzise nakuyo, hleze ithi
kanti inanto engasinceda ngayo koku kulahleka kwaaBa
Bantwana. Andizimisele kulala apha SiBali, ndizimisele
uku6uyela kwa sekhaya ngoBu Busuku.”

Uwathethe la mazwi lo mfo sel’ ebonakala ukuba uya
cinga, ecinga nje usentlungwini yokulahlekelwa ngu-
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mntwana wakhc se kukho izigqiho azenzileyo nabantu
basemzini ngayc lo mntwana.

AkaBanga sathi ni noJwapa, wasel’ esiya kumvusa
umntwana wakhc uNonzwakazi.

Le ntombajzana kc, uNonzwakazi, yiyo cyabe ingu-
mnccdisikazi kaFikile Mpambani esikolweni. Ngulo
Nonzwakazi wayefunda noNolizwc kwa kweso sikblo
Beselula. Wayevuswa nguyise elele kwa kwelaa gumbi
ababedla ngokuncokola kulo kwa ngalo Fikile kaMpa-
mbani. Namhla uvusclwa ukuba eze kuphendula cchaza
olwakhe ulwazi ngeziqhamo zaloo ncoko yabo.

Akuba ehleli esihlalweni uTitJhalakazi kuthethe uyise
wathi, “Nonzwakazi, mntwan’ am, ndifuna ukuba uthethe
inyaniso iphela kule mibuzo siza kukubuza yona. Into
le esikuvusela yona, ntombi yam, inkulu, imbi, inzima.
Ndifuna ukuba uyiqiqe uyicoselele yonke into oyithethayo,
ungazibophelelisi ngokuzama ukuthetha into engeyiyo
inyaniso. Kuuphela yinyaniso esiyifunayo kuwe Nonzwa-
kazi, . uvile ke?”

“Ewe, Tata, ndiyeva,” utjhilo uTitJhalakazi ngeli-
ngcangcazelayo ilizwi.

“Umgqibele nini uTitJhala lowa ufundisa naye esiko-
Iweni phaya?” Ubuze watjho uyise.

“Ndimgqibele izolo elinye Tata.”
“Ukhe wabekisa nto kuwe ngokumka kwakhe apha

eAlexandria?”
“Ewe Tata.”
“Uthe ni?”
“Uthe uya siyeka isikolo, uycmka, phofu akandixelela

apho aya khona, kuba esithi akafuni ukuba ma kwaziwe
apho aye khona.”

“Ngokuba kuthe ni?”
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“Andazi ke Tata, usukc wathi akafuni kulandwa.”
“NguBani ?”
“NgaBantu BakuIoNolizwe.”
“Bamlande ku&a enze ni kuBo?”
“Andazi Tata, usuke wathi uza kuhamba noNolizwe.”
“Esenzela ukuthi ni?”
“Uthe ke unika naye uNolizwe, kuba evile ukuba

uza kwenda wabe ke esithi akafuni kwahlukana naye,
kuba bethandana.”

“Ewe mntwan’ am uya lungisa wena ungafihli nanye
into. Sixelele wena kanga ngolwazi onalo ngale nto,
ungabi nazintloni,” utj'hilo uyise ngelithambileyo.

“Ke kaloku ke ntombi yam Nonzwa —.”
“Kha ume kancinci SiBali ndikhe ndithethe nawe.”

Unqande watjho uMzimasi. “Eyona nto ndiyifunayo
ndiyifumene,” uhambise watjho, “ndiyazi ngoku ukuba
kwenzeke nto ni na kuNolizwe, nje ngokuba ichaza nje
le ntombazana ayinakuba ithetha into engekhoyo. Ma
siyiyeke ingako ke leyo indawo. Eyona nto ndithanda
ukuyiva yeyokuba uye phi na lo mfana nomntwan’ am,
kha uncine loo ndawo kuNonzwakazi lo.”

“Kha utfho ke Nonzwakazi, kukho nto oyaziyo ngo-
kuthi baye phi na uFikile noNolizwe?” Ubuze watj'ho
m'ise.

“Hayi Tata, andinalwazi konke ngendawo abaye kuyo,
ndinyanisile xa nditfhoyo, andazi nento le. Undifihlele
kwaphela uTitJhala leyo into.”

“Kuthe ni ukuze ungayibiki kum apha le nto uyivileyo ?”
“Ndixoleleni Tata, ukungayibiki kwam le nto ndisuke

ndooyika kakhulu.”
“Nto ni?” Ngomsindo.
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“Andazi nam Tata, kodwa ndisuke ndaswela amandla
okuyithctha, ndooyika.”

Kwesi sithuBa kuthcthe uyise kaNolizwe wathi, “Hayi
Jwap akukho 6uBi aBenzileyo yena, nokungayixeli le
nto ndiyazi mna ukuba aBantwana aaBa Banomanyano
olungqingqwa phakathi kwaBo. Ngenxa yoko kc yena
uBenosizi esizela aBalingane Bakhe ngento enokwenzeka
kuBo xa athe wayiBika kuthi. le nto. Bamanyene kangako
ke aBantwana ngezinto zaBo.”

Bamndulule ke uNonzwakazi waya kulala eBaJiya
Bethc khunuBembe apho. Ezinzulwini zoBusuku ucclc
indlcla uTfhonyane kusiBali wakhe lowo. Emva koku-
ceBisana okungaBanga phi Baphumile endlwini Baya
kuncedisana ukunxiBa ihafe likaMzimasi elalikhulekwe
enkundleni phaya konke oku. BaBulisene ke waphalisa
uTJhonyane ukusinga eluManyanweni engasaqondi
nokuBa uya liqoBa ihafc ngaloo mphaliso, kuBa zazi-
mphethe iingcinga kuyo yonke loo ndlela.

Ngosuku olulandelayo uMzimasi ususe inkwenkwe
ukuBa iye kuBiza aBamelwane. Befikile ke uBachazele
konke akuvileyo ngokugcagca kwentombi yakhe.
Inkohla ibe yileyo yokungafumaneki komkhondo wecala
aBasinge kulo aBazimeleyo. UdaBa olu lona lube
Buhlungu emadodeni lawo ayeseluBizelweni, kwaphela
ziceBiso kwaphela maceBo kwafumana kwaayiloo ndindi
ekwada kwachithakalwa kuyiloo nto.

Indawo yokuqala eyaBa yingxaki yaBa yeyokuBa,
wayeza kuthi lo mfo unguyise walo mntwana xa athi
wenza ukulanda umntwana ogcagcileyo asinge ngaliphi
na icala nje ngokuBa lingaka nje ilizwe uBuBanzi Balo?
EyesiBini indawo eyaBa yenye ingxaki yaBa yeyokuBa,
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uza kuzithi ni na iinkomo zaBantu czi zilapha, ezize
nje ngekhazi kulo mzi wasemaTfhonyaneni ?

BakuBa Bemkile abamelwane wasala lo mfo apho
kwelo khaya lilusizi lakwaMziwandile engenakho
ukuyifumana eyona nto angenza yona, limyile. Kodwa
wazimisela ukuha akayi ku6uya abekise nelimdaka
kumkakhe uNojenti ngendaBa kaNolizwe, ku6a wayesel’
eyinqena mpela ngoku imfazwe ya6o.

Ya6a koko kuthi dukalala kwayo ke le nda6a kwelo
khaya lasemaTfhonyaneni naselalini leyo, naxa ayeman’
uku6a kho wona amahum-hum elalini kodwa engasi-
ngiswa mntwini, kwada kwaayimihla emininzi.
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ISAHLUKO 23

LIBIZWE KATHATHU

“Ndijumayela isijumayelo somtjhato phakathi ko-
Lungilc Mavuso isoka, noNomadinga Daniso intombi,
bobabini aaba ngabalapha eluManyanweni. Oku ke
kokwesithathu nokokugqibela ndisivakalisa esisiJumayelo.
Onesizathu asaziyo angathi ngaso axcle ukuba aaoa
babini abafanelwe kumanywa ngeqhina lomtjhato
ongcwele angasala asixelc emva kwayo le nkonzo,
kungenjalo, ukuba uthule, athule ngonaphakadc.”

Wayevakalisa esitjho uGosa ngomhla weCawa kwi-
nkonzo yakusasa. Iqhutyiwe inkonzo yada yaya kuvalwa
kwagodukwa kungaBanga kho usalayo ukuBa anike
isizathu sokungafaneleki kwaaba 6aBini ukuBa Banga-
manywa ngeqhina lomtjhato. Wayeza kuvela athi
sisizathu sini Bethu, koku kusulungcka kungaka kwezi-
milo zaaba Bantwana? Lo gama kuvakaliswa igama
lomtjhato wabo, aBatJhati BaBehleli phantsi komthi
omkhulu womqwaju Bcncokola apho emthunzini. BaBe-
man’ ukuBuzana ngamalungiselelo oratjhato wafio oya
kuba ngosuku IwesiBini kuloo veki. Wayechwayitile
uNomadinga, kodwa eBa noloyiko akucinga ngomhla
lowo uzayo.

“Kuthe ni ngathi akonwaBanga nje, Sithandwa?” Ude
wabuza watjho uLungile.

“NdonwaBile, SihloBo, akukho nento le; kodwa ndisuke
ndiBe novalo ndakucinga ukuBa siza kumiswa phambi
kwenyambalala engaka yabantu soBaBini.”
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“Ndifiuza nje ndisazi kakade Dinga uku6a wenziwa
kwa zezi ntloni zakho, nokungathi uyoyika nje asikuko
ukoyika oko koko ziintloni.”

“Utjho na Sithandwa?” encuma.
“Ewe, ndiya yazi kaloku loo nto,” ehleka.

Uyiguqule incoko uNomadinga ngokunqena uku6a
zode zi6etheleleke engqondweni iintloni ezo zide zifekethe
ngaye nangaloo mhla wenkcani phambi komFundisi
nebandla. Uvakele ke esithi, “Uyazi uku6a ndandine-
bongo loku6a siya kuze sitjhate ngamhla mnye noNolizwe
mhla sitjhatayo, akucingi uku6a imbi le nto yenziwe yile
ntombazana?”

“Owu! M’s’ukuyithetha loo nto Dinga, se sihlazekile
thina 6antu 6azi6iza ngo6uKristu ngenxa yento eyenziwe
nguTitJhalakazi lowo.”

“Kakade ke Titjhala, xa ucingayo, yinto ni engade
yenze ukuba ma 6azimele 6omke endaweni yoku6a
uTitJhala uFikile ase elakhe ikhazi emzini phaya,
kujiywane ke ngekhazi ngabafana enkundleni phaya
emaTJhonyaneni ?”

“Kaloku Gqwaje uSathana unamandla okumhendela
e6u6ini umntu, ngaxa limbi wumbi umntu wothuka
sel’ eyenzile into 'embi e6engazimiselanga kuyenza
yena koko etyhalwe ngamandla kaSathana. Mlilawumbi
ke, kule nto uyi6uzayo, umNu. Mpamabni aka6anga
nazinwe angenza ngazo ukukhuphisana nezitye6i nge-
khazi, nanje ngomntu ke ongasena6o a6azali 6okummela
6emenzelelela uku6a intombi le ifunyanwe nguye, wathi
ke ngengqondwana yo6untwana wamvuinela uSathana.”

“Kodwa ilusizi into ya6o. Ndithetha ukuthi ayina-
thamsanqa into yokuzenzela into engafunwayo ngumzali
wakho. Inene ndiya yoyika le nto bayenzileyo mna.”
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“Ma siyiyeke ingako Sithandwa loo nto. Kodwa
ndingatfho ukuthi le nto ngathi iya ku6a nento yayo.
Ma sizimisele ke noko ukuBaBcka einithandazweni yethu
sicele kumDali weento zonke ukuBa AngaBangenisi
elijweni ngen.xa yokuBa bewaphulc umthctho.” Utfhilo
uLungile sel’ eBonakala ukuba ulusizi kakhulu.

“Unyanisile SihloBo, ma senje njalo,” elusizi naye.
Kuthe cwaka kc umzuzu cmva kwale nxoxo kuBona-

kala ukuBa aa6a 6a6ini Basezingcingeni. Kudc kwaBuya
kwathetha uNomadinga wathi, “Yo! Ma sahlukane
ngoxolo ngoku Sithandwa sigoduke, se ziza kuphuma
ngoku iinkonzo, kunjalo nje saphule umtheto ngokuthi
sihotile sisuke sizimele size kuhlala apha,” ehleka.

“Kunjalo nje kukho ahafana abandihonileyo ukumka
kwam phaya ekhaya uthetha loo nto nje, kuza kufuneka
ukuBa ndiphendule ndichaze ukuba 6e ndiyc phi na ixeja
elide kangaka, kanti 6e ndiyalelwe ukuBa ma ndibe
soloko ndihleli endlwini ndingabonwa futhi phandle
ngaBantu ngelithi ndophunywa yintlahla ukuze ndi6e
sisisulu sokugqweswa ngumtfhakazi ngoBuhle. Owu!
Akukho nto indihlekise nje ngaleyo yentlahla.” Uyithethe
lc nto uLungile sel’ ecubukile yintsini.

“Kunjalo nakum,” utj’hilo uNomadinga naye ehleka,
“kanga ngokuBa ndiBekelwe a6antu 6okundalusa
Bejonge uku6a ndingemki ixeja elide. Ma sihambe
wethu singade sibaqwe sihleli apha so6a6ini. Ngoko-
mthetho kufuneka uku6a siye kuqala uku6onana phambi
komFundisi ngolwesiBini emva kweli thuba lonke lezi
veki zimbini sivalelwe ezindlwini.”

Utfho sel’ ephakama uNomadinga uku6a ahambe.
Babulisene ke Baahlukana.

Ivakele kwa kusasa ingoma yolutfha lusitfho nga-

109



phandle ezindlwini, kusombelwa kuculelwa umhla lowo
umkhulu wokumanywa kwabathandanayo. Kwakufu-
mane kwaangumlisela nomthinjana becula betyhuluba
besithi ni, bonke begcobele loo mini. Avele apho amaciko
engoma kukhutj'hiswana nangczimbo zokutyityimba
ngamanenekazi, amadodana ebilc eziindaka kubethwa
izicathulo ejiyiselana ngezimbo nawo kuyiloo nto. Kuthe
lakuthi nyi ukujiya umhlaba ilanga aye amakhwenkwe
ezibopha iinkabi zeenkomo. Zindulukiie iinqwelo xa se
libugqatsa ilanga ukusinga etyalikeni. Zifike ngokufika
iinqwelo khona, eyakulomyeni kuqala eyakulontombi
mva, baye bungasathetheki ubujuju bayo ingoma
phambi kwendlu yetyalike, ingamayeycye okuyeyezela
kwabafazi esitjho ngamandla, enze isanzwili ezindlcbeni
zonomona. Nakuba wayelapho uNojenti phakathi
kwabanyc abafazi wayebonakala engachwayitile enge-
namihlali.

Kungehwe ke etyalikeni yaqhutywa inkonzo yomtjhato
yada yafezwa. Emva kokubaumFundisisiethcthe amazwi
okubayala aaba bantwana kuphunyiwe kwagodukwa
kuseso sitjhobozo somculo kudibene namakhwelo
eembongi nabamemeleli.

Phaya enkundleni, kulomyeni, kwakufumane kwaa-
ngumntu njc, amadoda ethe thande esidla imbadu,
abafana beququzela bebetha ngeengaga besophula
iimbiza zenyama. Kwakuxhelwe kaloku iinkomo ezinta-
thu neeguja ezilijumi. Badikwa abantu apho kwachc-
kpwa nezinja. Zazifumane zaangamaqungequ iinkabi
zezinja kukuhlutha ngamajubelo, amakhwenkwe
ekhamisile anele yeyombilini oomimizo namacongwane.
Abafana bathi beyibona inyama ingumdliva, bazilibazisa
ngokuntlantlatha amahleza, amakhosikazi efumane 
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ayithi chu ngezandla eyolusu iziindaBa eyona nto ipha-
mbili, bathi nabantwana bakholisa ngokununusana
ngamanqatha yaba kukuchizana nemisonto yezihlunu
eyona nto ibalulekileyo.

Yayiphumc yonke ilali yaseluManyanweni ukuya
kwelo theko. Wayclapho naye okaMziwandile ephakathi
kwamanye amadoda ephulaphulc nje iincoko zawo ethe
zole tu yena ctfhaya inqawa yakhe kuuphela. Yayinga-
qhawuke ndawo yona ingoma ckwada kwadubula iintsuku
ezinc emva komtjhato kuyiloo nto. Nangani uninzi
Iwamanenckazi Jwalusc lutjhe aphcla tu amazwi kwaba
kukhona umntu atjhothozelisa esiya. Eambi kubafana
bejingxela ukunyathela besenziwa kukuthunukala
kwamaqatha nezithende czidumbe yinjiki. Yaba kwa
yiloo nkohla yczolo ebantwini ukwahlula oyena umlalise
phantsi omnye ngobuhle kubatjhati. Babesithi abanye
ngumtjhakazi omhlc kunomyeni, kuba isuke lc nto-
mbazana yanga lilanga liphuma ukuba ntle oku; bambi
besithi umtjhakazi woyiswe wancanyiswa ngumyeni,
kuba lo mfana usuke umkhitha wakhe wanga lihaje
logqatso. Yaba yiloo mpikiswano nalapha kwada
kwadlula imihla emininzi.

Umdudo lowo waba mkhulu kanga ngokuba iqela
lokugqibela lachithakala kwiveki elandelayo ukusinga
emakhaya. Kwaba yiloo ncoko eyasala emilonyeni
yabantu belali bethetha ngomtjhato wasemaNgxo-
ngweni ukuba mkhulu kwawo nokwaneliseka kwabo
zizidlo zomsitho lowo.

Phezu kwendulana, phejeya kwesihlambo somlambo
weDebepa apho eluManyanweni, kwakumiswe apho
uxande olukhulu olwalungumzi omtjha kamNu. noNkosk.
Mavuso. Eabeman’ ukwalathisana ngalo olo xande 
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aBadlula kulo, kuBa Iwaluluhle ngokungenambaliso
ludlule zonke iingxandc zaloo lali ngoBuhle kwa nange-
sakhiwo salo, nakuBa Iwalungelukhulu kuya phi, kodwa
Iwaakhiwa ngoBunono nobugcisa BasemLungwini.
Phakathi koBuhlanti nendlu, Bucala enkundlcni, kwa-
kukho indlwana ycenkuku eyayise izelc ziinkuku ezimhlo-
phe zodwa. Ezantsi kwendlwana leyo yeenkuku kwakuse
kukho isitiyana seenlyatyambo esasise siluhlaza zizithole
zeentyatyambo zcendidi ngeendidi. Phambi kwendlu
leyo kwakuse kutyalwe isithole somthi womnchunube se
sityhengezelisa amagqatyana aluhlaza khaca.

Ewe, lalise liBukeka eli khaya litjha laaBa Bantwana.
Lalise liziBonisa iintlola zentlalo entle nemnandi yoBora
BaBo, aBemi Belali naBo Beyiqonda loo nto, Iwaza
noninzi IwaBo IwaBanqwenelela loo ntlalo imnandi
eyayiscl’ iBonakaliswe yimiseBenzi yezimilo zaBo aaBa
kwa kude. Ewe, lathi namhla nje iphupha layo lalaa
mhla wenyanda yeenkuni le ntombazana, laBa yinto
ekhoyo eBonwa ngamehlo omntu wonke kuloo lali
yaselu Many an weni.
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ISAHLUKO 24

ICEBO LIKA-JO

“Jo, kha undixelele kaloku mfo ndini ngeceho o6c
undithembise ngalo. Lanele ithuba lokunyamezclana
kwam nalo mfazi. Enyc into sel’ endithintele kwizinto
ezininzi enge ndise ndizenzile. Koko ngenxa yomvalo
onguye andinakwenza nto.” La ngamazwi awathethwa
nguFikile Mpambani ngamhla uthile ewabekisa ngenya-
meko kumhlobo wakhe uJo.

“Ewe Fiks, kufanelekile ukuba undikhumbuze nje
ngomntu ke mna onezinto ezininzi zokucinga engqo-
ndweni,” utjTiilo ukuhlahla indlela uJo, ezihlahlela kwa
yena.

“Naali elokuqala icebo Fiks,” uhambise watfho,
“ekuya kuthi ukuba alilungi ndibuye ndikucebisc elinye.
Ma singanduli simbulale, kuba hleze senze iimpazamo
esiya kuba nokuraneleka ngenxa yazo. Ma silinge eli
cebo kuqala: kukho umfana ongumhlobo wamomkhulu
endimthembe kunene; be se ndimvelele ngenyewe le,
wathumakalala ke naye ukuwenza umsebenzi lowo, kuba
ndimthembise ukumhlawula ijumi leeponti.

“Lo mfana usebenza kumzi wamayeza; lide ithuba
elapho kanga ngokuba akukho nalinye iyeza angalaziyo
kwawabeLungu. Uya kuza nalo iyeza elo ngomhla
otyunjwe sithi. Uya kumdlisa ke iyeza elo nokuba
uligalela etini aza kuyiphunga, be kulungile. Liya kumla-
lisa ubuthongo obunzulu. Siya kumthabatha ke esalele 
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njalo siye kumBeka emotweni, engasayi kuvuswa nakoko
kufunqulwa de kuphele clo yeza emithanjeni yakhe
ukuze avuke.

“Be se nditj'hilo ke ukuthi siya kumBeka emotweni
yomfana lowo nayo yonkc impahla yokunxiBa kwa
nokutya, aze ke umfana lowo emke naye ngoBusuku aye
kumjiya entlango, kude le-e-e, apho kungekho Bani.
Ngaloo ndlela ke akungefane kuBe kho mkhondo.
Wozula ke apho entlango ade ahlangane nengozi yokuhla-
selwa ziinyoka nezinye izinto zasendle eziBulalayo.”

“He-e-e! Liya vakala, Jo, eli ceBo lakho. Kodwa ma
ndikhe ndiBuze ezi ndawana mfo. Xa kuthe ngethamsa-
nqa kwenzeka ukuBa acholwc apho kuloo ntlango nga-
Bazingeli okanye zezinye iindwadunge eziphezu kwe-
hlaBathi, akayi kusuka achaze konke okwamhlelayo
ukuzc aze kuBa kuloo ntlango nje? Akayi kusuka aBa-
xelele aaBo ahlangene naBo apho avela khona nalapho
ikhaya lakhe likhona? AyingeBi yindlela esiya kupaneleka
ngayo ke leyo xa se kulandwa ziincutjhe zokuphanda
izigigaBa ezisemfihlekweni?” UBuze weenje njalo oka-
Mpambani.

“Uya thetha nto kaMpambani, hayi, uya thetha
kwedini,” uvakele encoma esitjho uJo, “yindawo le
uyiBuzayo. Ma ndikuphendule ke ndenje nje: kwa
ngosuku olulandelayo, thina siya kuyazisa kwaSiBonda
le nto, sazise ngomfazi waklio olahlekileyo esingeva
namkhondo ngaye. Sifike thina ukuBuya eMonti sel’
emkile engaziwa nomkhondo wecala aye kulo, phofu
kucacile ukuBa uye mgama, kuBa umke nayo yonke
impahla yakhc.

“Loo nto ke Fiks, iya kusithethelela naphi na, nasemthe-
thweni, kuBa kaloku asithanga yakuBa yenzekile le nto 
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yokulahleka komnlu, sa&etha ngoyafja. Siyazisile kwa-
SiBonda. Ee siya kuyazisela nto ni ke kwaSi&onda
uku&a yenziwc sithi? Singayenza into ngokuyifihla ukuze
kwa thina siyc kuxela ukuBa senze oku? Loo nto yodwa
yokuya kuyixela kwaSi&onda i&uounqhina cku&eni
asinanto siyaziyo ngokuiahleka kwalo mfazi. Nathi
siya funa, silahlckelwe, sicela uncedo.”

“Aya vakala la mazwi mfo ndini Jo, kodwa kc umthetho
uya kusukcla uDina ycna mntu 6e simfiye noNoIizwe.
Athi ni ke uDina akuxinwa ngemi&uzo? Akayi kusuka
athcthe yonke into csazi nje kakadc?”

“Loo ndawo se ndiyilungiselele Fiks. UDina sel’
esazi uku&a yena eBehambele edolophini ngokuya ezi-
venkileni wabuya se kuhlwile kakhulu. Naye ufike se
kulila ibungane endlwini, wamangaliswa.”

“Kowu! Jo, kuya kuBa kubini uku&a akuzange use-
&enze emagqwetheni,” utj'hilo uFikile emBamba isandla
uJo, “amace&o akho aphilile, iindawo zokusikhuscla
zicacile.”

“Awu! Undiqonde kakuhle kanye ntang’am Fiks.
NdaseBenza iminyaka esixhenxe emagqwetheni mfo,”
ehleka.

“Hayi mfo, ndiya Bona nam, kunoku&a kunjalo,”
ehleka naye. Ubuye waBuza uFikile wathi, “Hi Jo,
ntanga zethu, ucinga ukuBa singayenza nini le nto?”

“Ma siyiBekele umGqiBelo kwiveki ezayo. Lolona
suku Iwezimanga nezigigaBa olo apha eBayi. lya kuthi
ivela ke ivele kunye nezinye izijiqi eziya kwenzeka ngobo
Busuku,” utjhilo ukuphendula uJo.

Ngobo Busuku uJo wamchazela uDina konke a&a-
Begqibe kona ngoNolizwe. Wamcela ukuba i&e nguye
owenza wonke loo mseBenzi, xa yena noFikile 6eya 
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kuBa ngaBantu aBenze uhambo ukusinga eMonti;
wavuma ke noDina ngaphandle kwcntandaBuzo.

Waycnokwenza nayiphi na into ayithunywe nguJo.
NoJo wayeyiqonda loo nto wada naye waqiniseka ukuBa
uDina akangeze amdize nakweliphi na inyala alenzayo.
Wayemthembe kakhulu.

Wafumaneka eluncedo olukhulu ke uDina kuloo
mse&enzi mBi kunene.

NgaBusukwazana Buthile uvakele esithi uFikile kowa-
kwaklie: “Noli, siya eMonti ngomso, mna noJo ngemoto
yakhe. Andazi ke ukuBa siya kuBuya xa liphi na ilanga
ngeCawa.”

“Yinto ni, niya kwenza ni eMonti?” uBuze watjho
omnye engatyhilekile.

“Awu, uya kuthi ni ukundiBuza ngolo hlobo?” ngo-
msindo.

“Nge ndisithi ni ?” ngomsindo naye.
“Into elwisayo kuloo nto yinto ni?”
“Ndenziwa yinto yokuBa oko safikayo, Fikile, waba

sisiphehluphehlu esingenaxej'a. Usoloko usesithuBeni
nalo Jo, andazi ukuBa se uqhele kwa nini na eBayi.
Akunalo nelincinane ixeja lam, usuke ugeje esithuBeni
apha iimini ezi uBuye wakuva iphango, kanti wakugqiBa
ukutya uquBula umnqwazi uhambe uBuye ezinzulwini
zoBusuku. Akunayo nencoko oyenzayo nam, ndiyinto
nje efane yafunjwa apha. Akunaxeja lam tu, tu, tu,
Fikile. Ngoku uthetha ngeMonti ndiBe mna ndingayazi
nento oya kwenza yona apho, akubungisani nam ngezinto
ozenzayo, usuke wenze nje ungandazisanga. Sisini ke
eso? Sisini eso Fikile? Hi?”

116’



“A-a, suka! Andithethi yonke loo nto mna, ndiya
kuxelcla nje ukuthi ndiya eMonti ngomso, qha ke.”

“Akuyi ke kwelo Monti lakho, ma ndikuxelele ngqo.”
“Ufumanc watjho,” uphendule watjho umduna efuthe-

kile ngumsindo.
Emva kokuthi cwaka ixejana kubuye kwathetha uFikile

wathi: “Khangel’ apha Nolizwe, into oyiyo wena kum
ungumfazi, akunguye udadc wcthu ungenguye nomaa,
ma ndikuxelele loo nto. Loo nto ndiyenzayo andina-
kubungisana nawc ngayo. Gcina indawo yakho yobufazi
wena qha. Mna andigabo aaba bafana bathiwe nqo
ngeempumlo scsi sifazana sabo. Se ndikuqonda ukuba
nawe uncwase kwa loo mpumlo apha kum, ufuna ukwenza
le nto uyibona isenziwa ngaaba bafazana bakhoyo kula
madodana aabo, akusokuze uyifumane loo nto kum.
NdingokaMpambani mna. Umfazi ma kayazi indawo
yakhe. Uya ndiva? Uya ndiva?” Watjho !o mfana sel’
ebibitheka ngumsindo, se kucaca ukuba unxhamele
esiqwini.

“Ndiya kuva,” utjhilo omnye se libudamba igwebu
lomsindo kuye ngoku.

“Nokuba ndiya phi na ayinamscbenzi wokwenza nawe
loo nto. Xa ndikwazisileyo kwanele. Andiyazi enye into
oyifunayo ngaphezu koko.”

“Eyona nto indikhathazayo, Fiks, kukubonakala ukuba
akusenaxeja lam oko safika kweli Bayi; ma ndixoliswe
yinto ni ke kuloo nto?” utjho sel’egixa ukulila oku lo
mntwana.

“Ucinga ukuba ndiza kube ndijamelene nawe ngalo
lonkc ixeja? Ndiya kuzilungisa nini izinto zam?”

“Anditjho Fiks, kodwa oko safikayo apha, ingqondo 
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yakho andisadihani nayo. Ulhene qhwe nalo Jo le
mihla, soloko nincndawo ema niye kuyo, anda —.”

“Thula!”ukhwazewatj'hoomnye screBiBithcka ngumsi-
ndo.” Kwesi sithuBa kungene uJo kwclo gumbi laBo.

“Yinto ni Fiks, mfo ndini, umenza ni umntwan’ abantu x
kodwa ?”

“Hayi Jo, akukho nento le.”
“Phofu le ngxolo ndiyivayo yokungavisisani yeyani

xa kungekho nto?”
“Hamb’uye kulaia Jo, akukho nto.”
Ngeli xeja kc wayesel’ esitj’ho ngesikpakpa isikhalo

uNolizwe. Kakade kaloku, akukho nto indulula isikhalo
nje ngokuba uve kukho umntu okubuzelayo kuloo
nkathazo yakho.

“Lo mfazi elila nje, mfo ndini, uthetha ukuthi ni
ukuthi akukho nto ikhoyo?” ubuze watjho uJo.

“Ndithi mfo ndini akukho nto, uya ndiva?”
Uqondile uJo ukuba le ndoda ayisatyhilekile konke,

nakuye apha ngoku. Uzamile ke noko yena uJo ukumthe-
thisa untanga wakhe lowo ekhohlisa uNolizwe ezenza
lowo unosizi nguye. Wayesithi emngxolisa nje uFikile
abe emtyandela ujiyi ngokwenje njalo ke ebonisa ukuba
akalwi naye ngayo yonke le ngxabano, koko wayesenza
ukukhohlisa uNolizwe owayengakuboni oko kutyandelana
kwabo bethetha ngamehlo, kuba wayesel’ ezigqume
nobuso elila uNolizwe.

“Fikile! Fikile! Hayi mfo ndini mus’ukuthi wakusela
utywala uze kunxilela lo mntwana wasemzini; yiyeke
loo nto mfo imbi,” litjhilo eli tjhivela se lityanda ujiyi
njalo konke oku lithethayo.
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Ude waqonda ngoku noFikile apho kukhona, vvahona-
kala sel’ethokoinbisa naye kanye ngokomntu ozidaneleyo
ngento embi ayenzileyo.

Bamthuthuzele bobabini ngoku uNolizwe. Naye
uNolizwe ude wathuthuzeleka.

Kubuye kwaaseluxolweni ke ngobo busuku, kwalalwa
ke kusenjalo.
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1SAHLUKO 25

NDIYOZELA!

Ngomhla olandelayo kusasa ngaloo mGqi&elo, 6alu-
ngiselele ukunduluka uJo noFikile. Indulukile inqwelo
eluhlaza yaya kuthi jo-o-o kuloo nkalo yaseZwartkops.

Easala deququzela uDina noNolizwe Besehenza izinto
za6o kweli khaya kuluxolo.

I6c yimini emnandi kakhulu le kuNolizwe. Waye-
chwayitile esoloko ecula iingonyana zakhe imini le.
Likhawuleze laya kusithela ilanga csachwayite enjalo
uNoIizwe. U6e nga6uza uDina uku6a wayegcotyiswe
yinto ni na kangako, naye akazange a6e nakuyazi into
ayigco6eleyo uNolizwe. Liye Jasithela ilanga ngaphaa
kweenta6a neenduli ezisenTJona-langa, kwagaleleka
unchwalazi Iwasambathisa isixeko ngaloo ngu6o yalo
ingwevu. Kukhawuleze kwalandela ucolothi, zaman’
ukuvela ngazinye iinkwenkwezi esibakabakeni esasi-
ngcwenge kungekho nalinye ilifu.

Kwalandela u6usuku, o6athi 6ona basithi wambu
isixeko ngaloo ngu6o ya6o imnyama.

Azi ke eli lona ixeja Io6ufili6a lixeja elalilungiselwe
nto ni na kanye yiyo indalo!

Lelona xeja engeku6a lelokuphumla kwemizimba
ediniweyo. Lixeja lokuzola ukuze imiphefumlo yoluntu
lonke i6e nokubonana nezithunywa zezulu. Lixeja
lamaphupha, lixeja lemibono, lixeja lokucaca kwemi-
hlola kumagqipa athwasileyo. Lixeja lokuhambela
kweminyanya emakhaya ngokulunguza izonakalo.
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Kwakus. usuku ke, emva kwesidlo sangokuhlwa awa-
vakala es'thi uNolizwe, “Dina, andizange ndozele
kangaka, .’! Kanga ngokuBa andisenakho nokunya-
mezela oku. Kulhi ma ndiye kulala ngoku, ngoku, ngoku.
Owu! Ndijozela, tyhini Bantu!”

“Uthct’i' ukuthi se ulele ke ngoku na topo, Sithandwa?
Hi wetha! Uthi akuguli na kodwa?” u6uze watfho uDina
emfukamisa.

Nreli xeja uNolizwe wayesel’ equhude uhuso phezu
kweiafile, ku6a 6a6esancokola 6esahleli etafileni apho.
Wayesel’ epona ke ngoku esaqu6ude njalo etafileni. Le
mihuzo kaDina ayizange i6e namphenduli.

Uthe thwasu kwa oko uDina kwaku6a kunje, wamfu-
nqula uNolizwc waya kumlalisa emandlalweni wakhe.
(the gqada phandle emva koku intokazi ngokuya kukha-
ngela umthunywa e6ixelelwe ngaye uku6a akange6i
sel’efikile na imbiza ivuthiwe njc.

Kwa ngoko, kungene igadalala lomfo, into eyaqonda-
kala ngo6o oungwanyalala uku6a yayingawufiyi umse-
6enzi e6ithunywe wona ingawufezanga.

Yinto eyayimehlo a6omvu alaqa-laqazayo. Kuuphela
kwendawo eyayi6onakala kuye, amehlo lawo, ku6a
u6uso o6u 6a6ugutyungelwe ngumnqwazi ngentla,
umzantsi lo wa6otfhwa ngeqhiya emnyama. Wawunxi&e
idyasi emnyama lo mkhovu waza umgo6o lo wentamo
yedyasi watsalwa weza kuma ngeendle6e.

Eachwechwe 6angena, 6ehamba ngamazondolwane
uDina nomhlobo lowo wakhe.

Eangene kwelo gumbi awayclele kulo uNolizwe, 6amfu-
nqula, esalele njalo, 6aya kumfaka emotweni eyayimiswe
apho phandle. 6andule ke ukuyi6utha impahla yakhe
yonke neengubo zokulala 6aya kuyifaka kwa semotweni 
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apho. Eathe ke Bakufeza, wangena emo.peni umfo,
wachukumisa, yanduluka imoto.

Uvakele ethetha yedwa uDina, yakuBa irakile imoto,
esithi, “Owu! Heke topo! Ndivuya ukuBa mliphumelele
ukwenza zonke izinto cBe ndizithunyiwe nguJo, akwaBa
kho nankathazo le kunjalo nje. Ngca-a-a Be'ihu, zonke
izinto ukuhamba kakuhle. Wokhe andincome uJo aku-
Buya.”

Ewe, iBe iyinto eqhelekileyo kuye uDina ukuthukwa
nguJo xa athe wafeda ekulifezeni inyala aBe elithunyiwe.
Namhla ke iBe luvuyo ukusinda kwezo zithuko, yaya
kulala ke intokazi inaloo mincili.

UDina uvuswe kukunkqonkqoza okungqongqo
ezinzulwini zoBusuku. AkuBa evulile, Bangenile uJo
noFikile.

“Kunjani?” uphange waBuza uJo eseBeza.
“Zonke izinto zilungile,” uphendule watjho uDina

encuma.
“Awu! Ke khona le mazi yam! Se ndisazi ukuBa

ayinakuphazama Fiks,” embambazela uDina egxalaBeni.
“Hayi, Jo, iphaphile mpela mfo,” uncome watjho

noFikile.
“Ke ngoku kuza kwenziwa ni elandelayo Fiks?”

uBuzile uJo.
“Siya kulinda de kuBe kusasa siye kwazisa kwaSiBonda

kaloku,” uphendule watjho okaMpambani.
“Awu ntang’am! uthe kanti usayigcinile imiyalelo

yam?” ubuze watjho uJo ehleka.
“Ewe yo! mfo ndini, 6e ndingathi ni kaloku ukupha-

zama.”
“Hayi uyindoda, reme, ndikholwa yiloo nto ke Fiks.

Indoda ma iBusebenzise uBuchopho mfo, kuseBayi apha.”
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“Mfo ns'ini Jo, andisoze ndahlukane nawe ntanga
zethu, andi.oze ndikuliBale mfo wakuthi oko undithule
lo mthwalo wani.”

“Kha wenze kuhle ngokuBulela, mfo kaMpambani,
asikafezi.”.

“Hi Jo! ucinga ukuba kusekho into enokubuye
isiphazam se xa se side seenje nje? Ise yinto ni ngoku?”

“Andazi, Fiks, kodwa asikafezi.”
“NdiyA yeka ke mfo, xa ut jhoyo ndiya qiniseka ukuba

uBona ihto oyibonayo. Ndisaya kulala ke ngoku.”
Kuyiwe kulalwa ke ngumntu wonke kuyinto emnandi

ngoBo Busuku. Naxa kwakumnandi kunjalo, Bonke aaBa
BaBengenaBo uButhongo. Zafumana zacinywa iziBane,
yaangulowo wathwaBazisa amehlo eBumnyameni. Zazi-
Bahleli iingcinga aaBa Bathathu kungekho unokozela,
kuBa sasiBonakala isikfoBa songekhoyo phakathi kwaBo
noko kumnyama kunjalo.
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ISAHLUKO 26

ENTLANGO

Yayisina imvula iButyadidi. Kwakubaleka imisinga
yamanzi isihla kwiingxondofa zemiwewe eyayilapho.

Esazulwini sehlathi elikhulu elalinemithi emikhulu
nemide, phakathi kohlololwane nohlazane lotyani olwa-
khula Iwajinyana phantsi kwaloo mithi, Iwazothuka
lulele apho usana lukaNojenti.

Yayise iqinile imini, zihamba-hamba iinyamakazi
zehlathi, ooziimbabala noomaphuthi njalo-njalo.

Woothuka uNolizwe sel’eyinto emanzi kukunetha.
Uthe akuphosa amehlo ngapha nangapha, emangaliswe
ngohlobo olungenakuchazwa, waqonda engaqondi ukuba
uphambene na okanye usezingqondweni ngenene kusini
na, nokuba usenyameni nokuba sel’ ekwelemimoya bethu
kusini na. Wayezama ukucinga lo mntwana, ezama uku-
khumbula ukuba ukuze abe lapho nje be kuthe ni na
kanene. Kwakuphi khona kule ndawo? Waycsenje
njalo ukucinga ezibuza loo mibuzo, “Ndingenwe yinto ni
bethu? Ndize nanto ni apha? Be kuth'e ni bethu? Uphi
uFiks, angaba ulapha naye? Ndigqibele ndisozela phezolo
ndihleli etafileni noDina, kwathi ni kanene emva koko?”
Wazibuza yena eba be kuphezolo oko ebehleli etafileni
noDina.

Kuthe ke esaman’ ukucinga esenje njalo woothuswa
kukukhonkotha kwenja enkulu kunene se ingathi iza
kumqwenga imgqibele ngoko. Wothuke wema ngeenyawo, 
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esajonge lcyo yenja, gqi, wavela umnini-yo. Asikuko
noku&a wayesoyikeka lo mfo. Yayingumdak’ omnyama
ofukufuku ziindevu, into emehlo atjhawulayo, yambethe
iimfclc zeenyamakazi.

Yathi yakuthi gqi Je nkewu, kolo sizana Iwalumi apho
lungcangcazela kukoyika, yee xhungu, yema, kwa-
jongwana kungekho uthethayo ixeja elide.

Usuke wathi ukuvula kwakhe umlomo lo mfo, watfho
ngesintsokotho sentetho, ulwimi angalwazanga enga-
zange aluve uNolizwe, waye umfo esitj'ho ngelizwi eli-
pa&axa.

Uthe akuzama ukuphendula uNolizwc — ehalalisa
nje —kwaakukhonaadanduluka ngakumbi umfo wase-
ntlango, waye eba semsindwcni ngakumbi nangakumbi.

Ude ke uNolizwe waba nokuqonda ukuba lo mfo
uthetha ukuthi ma kahambe kunye naye, ekubonisa oku
ngokulinganisa ngezandla lo mfo. Uhambile ke uNolizwe
elandela umthimbi lowo wakhe efile kukoyika, kodwa
engenakunceda, kuba ezimisele ukuthobela umthetho
wenkosi leyo ngokuzicengela.

Ulandele ke uNolizwe nje ngomthinjwa. Ihambe
ibeka futhi le ndoda kuloo ndlcla iqondisisa ukuBa
lisabekekile ixhoba layo emva kwayo. NoNolizwe
aka&anga senza migudu yokuBaleka abungce, lo mzuzu
inkosi isajonge phambili. Ugqibe ekuBeni ahambe
anga&i senza nkathazo, de kuyiwe kufikwa apho kwa-
kusiyiwa khona, hleze luvele usizo phambili.

Bahambile ke Belityhutyha elo hlathi lalco ntlango,
Besiya Bengena nzulu kulo. Bade ke Bafika phempeni
lithile elalilapho enzulwini yehlathi. Yayiyindlwana
encinane kakhulu owawungathi wakuyiphosa amehlo
uqonde uku&a yayakhelwe umntu omnye kuuphela.
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Yayingungqu-phanlsi isakhiwo, yakhiwe ngezinti nenkxo-
Belo yaza yafulelwa ngencha ycdoho, phezulu kude kuBe
semacaleni. Ucango Iwalulukwe ngeminxeBa yohuka,
yatjho ngoqilima ke loo nto.

Yakuoa iluvulile ucango inkosi le, imjezule ngamaBi
amehlo uNolizwe imqondisa ukuf>a ma kangene tanci,
yona ingene emva kwakhe.

Kwizinto ezamnika ithemba uNolizwe, yaba yileyo
awathi akuphosa amehlo wa&ona ukuBa ingalipheiisa
iphango awaysel’ eqonda ngoku ukuba ulwamvila
Iwcndlala luya vakala. Phaya entla, ekuxhonyweni,
kwakujinga icala lonke lenyama yenyamakazi.

Wonde ngcziko lo mfo, wabasa. Wakuvutha umlilo,
usike enyameni apho waphosa eziko. Yakuba ivuthiwe
inyama, uthe gqada phandlc wa&uya namahlamvu
wawathi daca phambi koNolizwe. Yophulwe ke inyama
yabekwa phezu kwamahlamvu lawo, kwabekwa nesitjhc-
tjhe ecaleni. Akalindanga kumenywa uNolizwe, kuba
wayesel’ eqondile ukuba la malungiselelo enzelwa yena.
Utha&athe isitjhetjhe wasika, watya. Lo gama atyayo
inkosi le yayimbukele imthe nzo ngaloo mehlo aBomvu.
Akukhov’ ukutya ucele into yokuthoBa, elinganisa
ngesandla emlonyeni. Waqala apho nangoko ukumbona
lo mfo encuma, awasuka waangathi uya hlininika aku-
linganisa ukuncuma, yammangalisa loo nto uNolizwc,
naye wafumana wazama ukulu&uyisela olo ncumo ezince-
ngela engafuni nokumbonisa uloyiko analo.

Uze nawo amanzi lo mfo, ewaphethe ngesigodlo
sophondo Iwenyathi. UthaBathile omnye wasela, yemka
indlala. Iqalile yaseBenza ingqondo yolu dwayinge
lunguNoIizwe. Wacinga esenje nje: “AngaBa Bethu lo
mfo yile nto kusakuthiwa sisigeBenga? Phofu xa asisi- 
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geBenga yini ukuBa aBc nosizi? Ndingenza nto ni
ukuphuncuka apha?” Wacinga esenje njalo. UBedc
anqwenele ukuBa BaBe 6e Benokuvana ngenthetho.
ngc emccla ukuBa amkhululc ahambe.

Kwathi kuselapho, wangena lo mfo—kuba wayephandle
konke oku acinga ezi zinto uNolizwe. Ungenc ephethe
iintambo. Wonde ngoNolizwc wamthi hlasi, hlasi
ngcengalwana ezi zombini. Uthe akufuna ukukhala
wambcka ngaloo mchlo maBi.

Uthule kwa oko uNolizwc, yada inkosi le yamBophc-
lcla izandla ngasemva kwa neenyawo zombini. IthaBathe
isikhumba senkawu csisukiweyo yasiBeka emlonyeni
saBotJhwa ngasemva entanycni. Oku ke kwakusenzelwa
ukuBa isikhalo sikaNolizwe singaBi nakuvakala nokuBa
uya khala.

AkuBa enze yonke le nto lo mfo, uqubule izikfweqe
zakhe waBiza nezinja wcela kwa sehlathini efiya uNolizwe
ebuku-bukuleka kwelo phempe engenakuya ndawo.
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ISAHLUKO 27

— KWA-SIEONDA

Kusile ke ngolulandelayo usuku, nje ngoko Be siBaJiye
uJo noFikile kuza kusa Besiya kwaSiBonda.

Befikile khona, 6awe ngazo ezokulahleka kukaNkosk.
Mpanbani. Achaze achaza la madoda aya kuthi tyaa
ngelithi, “Size kucela icebo kuwe, Sibonda, lokuba
singenza nto ni na.”

“Mna ndicinga ukuba le nto ma niye kuyazisa ema-
poliseni, ngawo aya kwenza iinzame zokuchola-chola
umkhondo. Mna ngokwam andinakwenza nto,” utfhilo
uSibonda ukuphendula.

“Ewe Sibonda,” kutjho uJo, “se siya kwenza loo nto
kwa ngoku.”

“Hayi ke kulungile madodana,” utjhilo uSibonda.
Abulisilc ke la madodana emka.
Eve, eva amapolisa, ebala nenthetho yala mancne,

esenza nemibuzo, ekuthe ke emva koko, yaphetha
ngelithi inkosi yamapolisa: “Kulungile ke manene.
Apho sithe safumana khona umkhondo siya kunazisa
kwa kamsinyane. Nenze into encomekayo ukuza
kusazisa xa kuhle into enje ngale. Kaloku silapha nje,
silindele ukufunzwa nini nje ngezinja zaKomkhulu
ezizezenu ke ngoko. Okwangoku, ndiya nikhulula ukuba
nigoduke, nojiya amagama enu kwa namagama eendawo
enihlala kuzo niwabalile, ukuze sibe nokunifumana lula
xa sinifuna ngeendawo zokunazisa oko sikufumeneyo.”
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Aku&anga kho mbulaleko ngesi sicelo. Ngovuyo
olukhulu la madodana awabalile amagama awo nendawo
ahlala kuyo. Ukugoduka, kuhanjwe kuncokolwa ngala
manenc mabini, uJo noFikile, kuyinto emnandi kuhlekwa
iziqhazolo.

“Jo, mfo ndini,” utjhilo uFikile, “kunyanisiwe xa
kuthiwa umntu akagqibi ukufunda. Ufunda ade aye
kusithela enchwabeni umntu. Ndandingazi ukuba
kusekho izinto ezininzi kangaka ekusafuneka uku&a
ndizifunde. Ndifunde lukhulu apha kuwe Jo, ngale
yanamhla nje yodwa imini.”

“Ntang’ am, nto kaMpambani,” utjhilo uJo, “xa
ungekayifundi imikhwa yasedolophini, qiniseka ukuba
imfundo yakho isalambatha, akukazi nenlo le. Akukho
nto ihambisela phambili imfundo nje ngokuyiseBenzisa
ezidolophini. Gqala uBuninzi Bezinto ongenza zona
edolophini xa unayo imfundo. Gqala imisebcnzi esiye-
nzayo thina, singafundanga kuya phi nje; yimiseBenzi
engenakwenziwa ziimfundi ezingazi nto ngemikhwa yase-
zidolophini. Gqala kwa khona imise&enzi eyenziwa
ngaBantu a&angafundanga mpela, wophawula ukuba,
mna ngale mfundwana ndinayo, &e ndinge&i nakuyenza
loo mise&enzi xa Be ndingaphandle kwedolophu. Uno-
kuBa uya yiqonda loo nto, mfo.”

“Ndiyiqonda kakuhle, Jo,” utjhilo omnye.
“Ke, mfo kaMpambani, nje ngokuBa simi kakuhle

ngolu hlo&o kule nyewe yalo mfazi wakho, ku&a se
kucacile ukuba ngunyhanyhalaza, umkhondo wesipoko.
Akukho nto iya kubuye ivele ngoku de i6e iya kuveliswa
sithi ngeelwimi zethu. Ucinga ukwenza nto ni ngale mali
ingaka, mfo?”

“Ndifuna ukuvula ivenkile yeempahla zokunxi6a Jo.
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Ndifuna ukuBa nam ndiBe ncyam imoto.”
“NguBani oya kukuncedisa ke kuloo venkile Fiks?”
“Andazi ke noko, mfo, ndisacinga.”
“Akukho nto yokucingwa kuloo nto Fiks, zikho

iintokazi czichuBekilcyo ngecngqondo zokulazi ijijini.
Yiza kum ndikwalathise.”

“Be ndijonge oko kakade Jo. Kaloku uyazi nawe
ukuBa ndija kwenza loo nto uceBisa yona nje ngomntu
ongazi nto ngcBayi,” uzinikele watjho okaMpambani.

“He-e-e! Nxhatjho ke!” Uvakcle csitjho umfo omkhulu
egcoBele ukuBanjiswa iintambo nguwaBo lowo.

“Kodwa ke Fiks,” uhambise watjho uJo, “ma ufune
umfazi kuqala ukuze ume kakuhle ejijinini. Ndithetha
ukuthi, nokuBa uBungekanxhameli kutjhata, unoku-
mthembisa ngomtjhato lowo uza kumcela ukuba akunce-
dise ejijinini, ukuze liBe nempumelelo, nje ngokuBa mna
ndisenje njalo ngoDina lowo.”

“Kusandilungele oko Jo, koko andinanzwakazi ndiya-
ziyo kweli.”

“Kwa ngokuhlwa nje, mfo, ndiya kukusa kwenye
intokazi kwa lapha elalini. Wothetha nayo ke mfo, nje
ngepumja, ungaliBali yingcombolo ke mfo, uz’ ungene
emxholweni kwa oko. Ezi ntwazana zikholwa yiloo nto.
Uz’ungaliBali kukubuza iimfitjhi-mfitjhi eziyinkcitha-
xeja; izinto ezinje ngokuBuza iziduko, kwathi ni, kwathi
ni, kwaboda kwacija kwaBe kungathanga ni. Wosuka
angakuhoyi umntwana waseBayi ukuBa uya kuliBala
zezo nto zisemva olo hloBo. Ixeja liphucukile ngoku
Fiks, ezo nto zeziduko nezinye eziyelele kwezo, azisa-
nanzwe Bani kule mihla.

UkuBa uya kuliBala zezo nto wosuka uve kusithiwa
ungumNdokw'enza ofanele kukuya kuhlala kwindawo 
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ehlala amagoduka odvva, eSikwatini,” uyigqihe sel’
ehleka uJo le ntetho.

“Hi mfo ndini Jo,” utjhilo uFikile, “kungoku&a kanene
xa kuthe ngelijwa, kanti ucele uthando kudade wenu,
yinto ongaha sayithi ni ke leyo xa ninokuyiva kamva
ukuBa niya zalana?”

“Hayi, tyhini! Kaloku Fiks udade wenu mnye kuuphela,
ngoyintombi kaMpambani, qha ke,” uphendule watjho
umdolophu.

“Uthetha ukuthi noko isiduko senu sisinye, anizalani
xa ningengabo bendlu enye?” emangalisiwe.

“Usabuza wena!” uphendule watjho uJo enqena
ukuphinda-phinda into abesel’ eyitjhilo.

“Phofu andibuzeli ntweni Jo, kuba ngencne khona,
izinto zempucuko azibambeki zonke,” uzixolise watjho
omnye engaqondi ncam noko.

Wayenqena uFikile ukumgoca-goca uJo ngalc ndawo.
Wazimisela ukuba enze nje ngoko ayalelwayo nguye,
bonke ubom bakhe eseseBayi.

„Ngeli xeja ke baba se befikile ekhaya. UDina uze
neento eziselwayo. Kwaselwa ke kulindwe ukuhlwa.
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ISAHLUKO 28

IZINTO EZIBUHLUNGU AZIPHELI!

“Noko, mfazi, uThixo wadala into enqa&ileyo, intliziyo
yomntu nemicamango yayo.”

Apha kusemzini owawumelene nalowo kaJo. Kunco-
kola umninimzi nenkosikazi yakhe.

“Utfho ku6a kuthi ni na yise kaDon?” IBuzile inkosi-
kazi.

“Izinto eziBuhlungu azipheli kulo mhlaBa. Elo litjho-
nayo, litj’hona nezalo,” utjhilo lo mfo eBonakala elusizi.

“Hayi wethu, Yise kaDon, kha uthethe into le ndive.”
Itjhilo le nkosikazi se ku&onakala uku&a iya tjhiseka
kukunga ingayiva le nto.

“Hayi, mfazi, ndithetha ngalaa nto ndiyifione isenziwa
phaya kwaJo phezolo.”

“Yinto ni leyo?”
“NdiBaBone Bethwele inkosikazi yalaa mfana &eyifaka

emotweni, waza o&eyiqhu&a wemka nayo ngemoto leyo.
UmkaJo lowa, nguye kanye umncedisi ekufunquleni,
ndaye ndiqinisekile uku&a nguyena wazi nqo apho asiwe
khona lo mfazana wetitjhalana leya.”

“Owu! NKosi yam! Hi wethu, Yise kaDon, uthetha
ngalaa mfazana ufikayo uvela eAlexandria nendoda
yakhe, lo kuthiwa ulahlekile?” U6uze watjho lo mfazi
endweBile.

“Ndithetha yena kanye. Ndi6a6one kakuhle xa
6aphuma naye, ku6a 6e silunyekiwe isi6ane.”
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“Kha uthcthe, Yise kaDon, uBusalusa nto ni wena
ukuze uBaBone?”

“NdiBe ndingaluse nto, ndisuke ndaphuthelwa, andaBa
nakulala. Ndive isandi semoto kwafumana kwec qatha
amapolisa kum engqondweni, nje ngoko ingumzi wezi-
manga lowa kaJo ndicinge ukuBa ma kuBc kukho isona-
kalo kwa khona. Ndivele ngefestile ndikhangela ukuBa
ingaBa yini na. NdiBone ke aBantu aBaBini BeBambiscne
ngalaa mfazana engathi ufile. KwaaBo 6e Bemfunqule
ngulo uyindoda endingamazanga, uDina yena ndimazile,
kanti nalowo uBethwelwe ndiBuBonile uBuso Bakhe xa
Baphumayo naye emnyango, ndamazi naye.

“Ndikhc ndacinga ukuBa fan’ukuBa uya gula kusini
na lo mfazana, aBc uze kuthathwa ukuBa asiwe kwa-
Gqipa, ndaxakwa kukuBuyela kukaDina endlwini, imke
yona imoto nomfo nesigulana. Ndiye kukpoBa phaya
kwaJo efestileni ndifuna ukwanela ukuBa nguye nguDina
na lo Be ndimBona. NdakuBa ndimBonile ke, ndaanela.

NdakuBa ndivile ukuBa uNkosk. Mpambani ulahlekile
akaziwa nomkhondo, ndiyidiBanise loo nto noko ndiku-
Bonileyo.”

“Si! Uchaza int’emBi, Yise kaDon,” itjhilo Jc ntokazi
kalusizi, “ke, Xhego, ucinga ukuthi ni ngale nto? Yini
ukuBa ungayi kuyazisa cmapoliseni kwa ngoku?”

“Se ndiyenzile loo nto, mfazi, ndichaze konke endi-
kuBonileyo ndakuBa ndisiva kusithiwa ulahlekile lo
mfazana.”

“O! Athi ni amapolisa?”
“Asivuyele kakhulu eso senzo sam, aBulela. Andi-

thembise ngokundivuza ngejumi leeponti ukuBa umkho-
ndo wam uwase entweni eyiyo.”

“Wenze into ehingileyo Yise kaDon, ngokuyazisa le nto 
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komkhulu. Nangaphandle komvuzo lowo, ihingento
yakuyekelwa le, kuBa icacile ukufta inoBuBi 6ayo phakathi.
Uyazi ukuBa umkaJo uzcnza lowo uphambeneyo kukuva
int’embi ngokulahleka kukaNkosk. Mpambani! Ndithi
mna 6e ndithetha nayc ngokwam topo, andiva ngaku-
xelelwa; eBethe ti, ti, ti, kukuva int’ embi. Uthi umBone
kakuhle? Nguye, nguye, nguDina?”

“Mfazi, 6e ndingaphuphi, Be ndihleli. Ndiya mazi
kakhuhlc laa mfazi kaJo, andiphazami nguye.”

“Azi aBeLungu Baza kuqala ngaphi na xa Bafunayo,”
itfliilo inkosikazi erava kokucinga umzuzwana.

“UmLungu mdala, ’Na kaDon, akazi kuxakwa yile
nto.”

“Koko izinto zomLungu zithaBatha ixeja lazo. Ungade
wena ucinge ukuBa umLungu uyiliBele into, uBc nethemba
lokuBa ungosindileyo. Kanti yena usaphanda eyona
ngcambu yento. Akuyifumana uya kuza nayo se iyindoqo
engenakuphikwa mntu.”

“Ee kunga kungaanjalo kule into, nKosi yam,” itjhilo
elokuyeka le nkosikazi iBonakala ikhathazekile.

Emva koku ke Bancokole ndaBa zimbi ngokunqena
ukude Bavelwe. EaBesaligcinile iqhalo elithi: “Musa
ukuBalisa ngayo eziko, iya kumkisela.”

Eagcina njalo kc Bengayithethi mntwini kwada kwadlula
imihla emininzi.
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ISAHLUKO 29

IINDABA EZJMBl ZEZONA ZIKHAWULEZAYO

Ya6a ngunda6a-mlonyeni kuloo lali yonkc yase-
Zintakeni into yokulahleka kukaNolizwe.

Kwathi kusezindywaleni kwa6e kusczimbuthweni,
yaakuuphela iinda6a ekuncokolwa zona ezokulahleka
kukaNolizwe, usana lukaNojenti. Kwathi kusezitala-
tweni kwa6e kusezingxingweni, inda6a inye iyile.

Kakade iinda6a ezimbi zezona zivakala rasinya, kanti
ezona zimnandi nezona zilungileyo i6e zezona zicothayo.
Kwakunjalo ke ngezo nda6a zokulahleka komntwa’
kaMzimasi. Si6ajiye uFikile noJo 6esiya kufuna oza
kutha6atha indawo yolahlckileyo.

Bandulukile ke lakutjhona ilanga 6aya kugalcleka
kuloo ndlu yaloo nzwakazi yayise yalathiwe nguJo,
esalathcla umhlo6o wakhe uFikile kaMpambani.

Bankqonkqozile, 6angena, 6a6ulisa, 6ahlala.
“Tyhini, But’ Jo! Yinto ni, ni6ekwa yiniapha kwam?”

ivakele i6uza lc ntokazi incumile.
Olo ncumo lwa6a nomse6enzi walo kokaMpambani.

Umnikazi-lo wayeyintokazi enobom kwaphela. Yayi-
lubelukazi ohimajiyi amnyama, emisebe mide. Yayisukile
egadeni le ntokazi ngesithomo, ingenasiqu siphi,
inganciphile inoluthi ngokuphelclcyo.

“Siphuma kwa lapha esixekweni wethu, Nomhle,
sihamba si6ona izihlo6o. Kha wenze sifumane kaloku
Nomhle. Kutyiwa nto ni ekhay’ apha?” Ungxogele
watjho uJo.
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“Owu! wethu, Bul’ Jo, kha uyeke ukuhuza izinto
ezityiwayo tofo, kha undichazcle ngomnye lo uhamba
naye. Ngubuti waphi yena ndingamazi nje?” Ibuze
yatj'ho te nzwakazi se ivelise loo mazinyo amhlophe
ajinyeneyo.1

“Yo! Ndiya libala wcthu, Nomhle. Kaloku se ndi-
khulile, Tutu. Ndiya zilibala mna nczo zikhumjo zenu
zempucuko; nithi yinto ni kanenc? Yi ‘Production,’ yinto
ni na? Yi ‘incondructor,’ nithi yinto ni na Nomhle?
Ezi zikhumjo zcnu, biza!” ehleka.

“Hayi suka But’ Jo! Uzenza lowo ongazi nc ‘intro-
duction’ le? Kha uyeke le mpoxo yakho uyenza naxa
uhamba nomntu wasemzini.”

“Uxolo ke, Nomhle wethu. bc ndisakhohlwe leli
gama ugqiba ukulibiza. Ingqondo yokwaluphala kaloku,
Hleje, ayigcini nto kuyo. Se sisaluphala thina ngoku,”
esahleka.

“Yini le! Xa ungubani na Buti Jo! Oku kwaluphala
niya kufuna xa kungekafiki, aze athi ke umntu kwakufika
kona ukwaluphala, afune ukubetha abantu kwakuthiwa
ungu ‘Tata.’ ”

“Hayi suka Nomhle! Kha uyeke ukuioqa oku tojo,
kha uze nento le wethu sifumane. Yo! Kanene ufuna
ukwazi eli nene. Lo,” esalatha kuroNu. Mpambani,
„nguFikile kaMpambani. Ncokolani ke nazane.” Utjho
ke unkaBi esiya kuphuma ngomnyango.

“Ndiya vuya ukukwazi ke mNu. Mpambani,” itjhilo
le nzwakazi.

“Nam ndiya vuya ukukwazi Nomhle,” utjhilo umduna
sel’cqhoje wagqibela.

Icelc uxolo le ntokazi ukumjiya yedwa uFikile, yaya
kungena kwelinye igumbi. Ibuye se iphethe indyuwc 
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yegpangqa. I&uyc kunye nokungena kukaJo. Kwaselwa,
kwancokolwa.

“Wa Fiks!” uvakele esitjho uJo, “ulinde nto ni, mfo
ndini, ungazithetheli nje kulo mntwana?”

Usukc wadideka ngoku okaMpambani, kuba lo mntu
kuthethwa ngaye ukho naye apha, naye uya wuva lo
m&uzo. Lamya ke umlingane lo, aka&a nakumphendula
uJo, wafumana wamaya-mayaza engenazwi.

UyiqhuBilc yena uJo incoko yakhe wathi, “Ntanga
zethu, lo mntwana ndimthandela wena mfo wakowethu.
Andazi ke ukuBa ucinga nto ni na wena ngaye, nje
ngoku&a umjongile nje,” utfho ephakama, “ndisaya
phaya kwadad’ethu ndiza kube ndiBuye kwa kamsinyane.
Nomhle,” esemi njalo, “mgcine lo mfana, yitfhomi yam
yokufa leyo.”

Uthe gwiqi, waya kuphuma umfo’mkhulu c&afiya
uku&a BaziBonele. Akuphuma uJo akaliBazisanga
okaMpambani, czama ukuBamba iziyalo zikaJo zasemini
zoku&a angali&azisi atfhise.

“Nomhle,” utfhilo, “yiBa nosizi ndim, mntwan’
asekhaya. Ndingumfiki kweli lizwe, ngoko andinamhloBo
ungandonwaBisayo. Ndithande Nomhle, ku&a ndiku-
thandile mna.”

“MNu. Mpambani,” uphendule uNomhle, “akundazi,
nam andikwazi. AyingeBi sisimanga ke ukuthandana
kwaBantu Bengazani?”

“Kaloku Nomhle, ikho into yoku&a uve ngo&uhle
nesimilo somntu ungamazi nje. Mna ndiza se ndikwazi,
ngokunconyelwa kc. Ndithe ke nam ndakukuBona
ndawa.”

“Kha utfho ke mNu. Mpambani, kuxa u&usithi ni
wena ukuze unconyelwe ngam kangaka?”
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“Ndisoloko ndiyinkathazo eBantwini ngokufuna uku-
cetyiswa ndiBoniswe neyona ntombi endingatjhata yona.
Ndixelelwe ngawe ke ngumhlobo wam uJo.”

Emva kwala mazwi kuthe cwaka, akwaba kho uthethayo
okwexej'ana. Kubuye kwathetha uFikile wathi, “Ndi-
phendule kaloku Nomhle.”

“Liphi ikhaya lakho?” Ubuze watjho omnye, “Andithi
liseAlexandria yini ?”

“Ewe kunjalo.”
“Andithi na kanene yinkosikazi yakho le ilahlekileyo?”
“Ewe kunjalo.”
“Phofu ufuna nkosikazi yokwenza ni unayo nje?”
“Kaloku xa imke nelizwe 6e ndiya kuyinceda ngokuthi

ni mna?”
“Awu, Buti! Uthetha ukuthi inkosikazi yakho ihili-

zile?”
“Ma ndithi iphi ke?”
“Hayi phofu, nawuphi na umntu angacinga nayiphi

na into athanda ukucinga yona. Enyanisweni akukho
mntu waziyo apho iye khona inkosikazi yakho,” itjhilo
le ntokazi. ‘Ma khe siyiyekc leyo Nomhle wethu. Ma
sigqibe le yethu.”

“Ukuba uya qiniseka ukuba inkosikazi yakho ayiso-
kuze ibuye ndiya vuma ukutjhata nawe mNu. Mpa-
mbani.” A6a mnandi la mazwi kulo mfana kanga ngokuba
wayethandabuza uku&a abekiswa kuye. Wayesel’ eyi-
thande kangako le nzwakazi ngawo loo mzuzu wayiBona
ngawo. Kuncokolwe ezinye ke emva koku se kuyinto
emnandi, se bebonakala beqhelene aabo Babini kwaanga-
thi kudala kusaziwana.

“Nomhle Sithandwa,” utjhilo uFikile emzuzwini,
“ndicinga ukuba ma ndikuchazele konke ngam. Ndirie-
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mali endifuna ukuyisebenzisa ngoBulumko, imali ingenise
imali.

Esinye isiqingatha sayo, ndiza kuvula ivenkile
yeempahla ngaso, csinye ke ndizithengele imoto ngaso.
Kulula ukuBa uhambe ngemoto xa unejijini elikhulu
ulungiselela izinto zevenkile onke amaxeja ngokukha-
wuleza. Kc wena uza kuBa sevenkileni apho ujonge
yonke into ukuBa ihambe ngohlo&o Iwayo. Inxenye
ke, esisiqingatha semali endinayo iza kugcinwa nguwe
de sifumane isiza sevenkile leyo. Andizithembi mna
ngokwam ukuba ndingakwazi ukuyigcina imali engaka
kum.”

“Kanene ngubani igama lakho, Buti?”
“NdinguFikile kaMpambani.”
“Ke, Fiks, yimali ni ofuna ukuba ndikugcinele yona?”
“Ndiza kukunika amakhulu amabini eeponti.”
Ayibanga nakho ukuphendula kwa ngelo xeja le

nzwakazi nga ngomothuko. Ide yavakala isithi, “O-o-o,
kulungile Fiks Sithandwa, ndizimisele ukukwcnzela yonke
into onqwenela ukuba ma ndikwenzele yona ukutha-
bathela namhla nje.”

“Ndiya vuya ukufumana umlingane onje ngawe
Nomhle.” Emva koku kungene uJo ebuya kwadade
wabo.

Bacela indlcla kuNomhle, banduluka bejiya kuluxolo.
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1SAHLUKO 30

UKUBUNGCA

Wayengenamncedi ongamkhulula kwezo ntambo waye-
qanyangelwe ngazo uNolizwe kwelo phempc lasentlango.
Ngelikadc, ude wabaqa isikhali sithe qengqelele phaya
entla awathi akuqwalasela wakhumbula ukuba siso
esiya ebesoyikiswa ngaso akufuna ukukhala.

Ucinge wacinga ke uNolizwe efuna indlela yokuzi-
khulula kwczo mbophelelo. Kude kwee qatha cetyana
kuye ejonge isikhali eso. Uziqengqe waziqengqa wada
waya kufikelela kuso, wee phethuthu ngomhlana phezu
kwaso isikhali. Le nto ke uyenzelc ukuze izandla zakhe
ziye kufikelela kuso. Usiguqule, ekhangelisa ubukhali obu
baso phezulu waza wasinyanzela ngomva waso emhla-
beni sada satjhona, kwavela ukutya oku kwaso kuuphela.

Uqalile ke ngoku wamana enyusa esihlisa izihlaahla
zakhe eziqanyangelweyo phezu kobukhali obo besi-
xengxe, oku kanye komntu owonwaya isihlaahla ngokusi-
khuhla nokuba kusentweni ni na. Ngokwenje njalo ke,
zibe nokusikeka iintambo ezo esikhalini apho zada
zafunquka. Ibe ngumsebenzi onzima ke lo, kanga ngo-
kuba uNolizwe waba namanxeba ezihlaahleni nasezinga-
Iweni kukusikwa sisixengxe eso. Ngokukhawuleza ke,
ukhulule ezinye iintambo awayebotjhwe ngazo ezinya-
weni, nofele olo Iwaluvale umlomo wakhe. Ugxaba-
gxabazise ke weenje njalo esoyikela ukubuya kwesige-
benga esaputaza apho.

Akuba ekhululekile ke, urnke ngokubaleka apho

140



esoyika. Ungene ehlathini apho ngokungaboni ndlela,
wagqoba. Utyhutyhumeze wecnjc njalo chlathini apho
ehainba ngokoyika okungenakuchazwa.

Waychamba egxalcka emithini, ekpvelwa liqhagula.
Ubephatha kukhasa ngamadolo nezandla ukuphumela
kwiindawo ezijmyeneyo, kwezinye iindawo ade afubuluze
nangcsisu ebubcleza csenje njalo. Waycsoyika lo mntwana
kwelo hlathi limnyama, ephethwe luvalo ngokucinga
izinto ezininzi.

Ubephatha kucinga ngalo mfo azimela yena, csacinga
njalo kuthi qatha amapamncwa ehlathi kwa necnyoka
zalapho. Kodwa okona kwamoyikisa ngaphczu kwazo
zonke, kukungazi apho wayesiya khona, kube kodwa
ukucinga ngesiphclo sakhe kwelo hlathi, ecinga ukuba
soba yini na. Kube ngakumbi ke ukukhulelwa ziingcinga
czoyikisayo akuqonda ukuba imini iya sangana csadu-
Batha apho. Kwaqala kwamfikela lo mntwana ukonwaba
kwakhe endlwini kayise, zambuycla iimini ezimnandi
zaseluManyanweni. Wayeza kuthi ni? Wayeza kubekisa
ngaphi ukuhamba ukuze azuzanc nendawo enemizi
nabantu? Zazimhleii ezo ngcinga zinjalo naxa waye-
tywabaza ngobunxhamo. Wayesoloko cnalo nethemba
lokuba angathi gqi ngaphandle kwehlathi, kodwa kwaba
kukhona liya liba mnyama ihlathi ngenxa yokwcna
nokuxinana. Wahla waqonda naye ukuba uya engcna
ngokungena enzulwini yalo.

Udwabe wadwaba kwada kwabonakala kusondela
ubumnyama. Ude wafika kwindawana evulekileyo
inemithi emide kakhulu. Ucinge ukuba ma kakhe
akhwele emthini enzele ukubona ukuba ihlathi cli lali-
sebanzi kangakanani na ngaphambili, akhe abone nelanga
ukuba kwakuxa liphi na esibakabakeni.
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WaBona ke ukuBa ihlathi eli akuBonakali siphelo salo,
ilanga lona kwakuxa lilenga-lenga phezu kweentaBa.
Uhlile ke emthini apho sel’engcangcazela kukoyika
okungaphezulu. KwakuBonakala ngathi nengqondo le
yakhe ifuna ukumjiya. Eyona nto yayifuna ukumhlutha
ingqondo zizothuso zaBemi Behlathi. Kwakukho iintaka
ezikulila ku&i oozikhova, oomagolomi njalo-njalo. Kwa-
kukwakho namapamncwa akukhonkotha kungaqhelekiyo
ehlathini elingako, ngakumbi kuvalo olwaludadazela
nje ngalo olu Iwalo mntwana. Yayingaqheleki incoko
yeenkawu zisiya kufuna iindawo zokuziqhuja zikhwe-
lela uBusuku. Tmibavumlo yeenkunzi zembabala cmiga-
qweni yayisitjho kurnkc iziBilini.

Kuko konke ke oku, lo mntwana, wazimiscla ekubeni
ahambe angalali nokuba kusebusuku, ecinga okokuba
hleze athi kanti laa mfo ubekekile ekhondweni nezinja
zakhe azc ade amfumane elele. Kube yini ke?

Ukhc wema kwenye indawo waguqa ngamadolo
wathandaza. Wa6a mfutjhane loo mthandazo, wa6uya
waphindelela kwa sekuhambeni. Utjho, watjho, watjho,
ehamba ekpazuka, ekpweleka esihla imiwewe, ewela
imifula, ekhweza imixawuka namaxandeka, kwelimnyama
ihlathi. Wayenga6oni nesandla sakhe ngenxa yethunzi
loBumnyama, ezinzulwini zehlathi elalijinyene nje ngclo.

Kodwa ngoncedo Iwenyanga eyaBehle yaphuma kwaBa
kho umnyinyiva wokuphunguleka koBungqingqwa
Besithokothoko. Uqalile . wayikhumbula imithanda-
zwana awakhula Befundiswa yona esikolweni uNolizwe,
imithandazo ethi: “NokuBa ndihamba kumfula we-
Thunzi lokufa andikoyika nto, kuBa Weria Unam.”
WaziBona engosel’efile naxa wayesaphila ngokuphelelwa
lithemba. Wazicinga nezifundo aBafiezenza esikolweni
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BcscBancinane kakhulu, kwincwadana yemihuzo, ama-
zwana athi, “uThixo Ukho kuzo zonke iindawo.”

YaBa zezo zifundo ezamnika ukomelela, wafumana
amandla okuhambela phambili.

Utyhobile ke ehamba ekhubeka esiwa evuka ephathe-
lela. Kude ngelikade, naye sel’efuna ukuzincama ngo-
kuthi ma kaziqhujeke efukufukwini azame ukulala,
kuba eziva ediniwe kakhulu, wathi gqi kwindawo
ekrelekpele. Waba nokuyibona inyanga esibakabakcni.

Uzuze amandla kwa oko ngenxa yethemba wakhawu-
leza ukusinga kwelo cala linobukrclekfele. Esahamba
njalo, weva sel’ebetheka ngesifuba elucingweni. Olu
yayilucingo olwalubiyele indlela kaloliwe eyayicanda
kanye kwelo hlathi. Lwaba njani uvuyo Iwaio olu sizana
iwfikufika kuyo le ndawo!

Uthe akuyibona le nto, wavuya wanga sel’efikile
ekhaya. Wayevuyiswa kukwazi ukuBa apho kukho
indlela kaloliwe, uyeza uloliwe, kwaye apho kukho
uloliwe kukho umntu. Wayeza kuhamba ngendlela leyo
de aye kufika esitijmi apho aya kufumana uncedo eba-
ntwini. Kuthe esahamba ke njalo, kwavakala isandi
mgama, isandi esaqhelekayo ezindleBeni zakhe. Eso
yayisisandi sokuhamba kukaloliwe esiza kwicala elingase-
mva. AkuBa eqondile ukuBa uloliwe uza nganeno,
uqalile wacinga iceBo angalenzayo ukuze afie nokukhwela.
Wayengakhathali kukwazi ukuBa uloliwe lowo usinga
phi na oko anokukhwela aye kufika nokuBa kuphi na
apho kukho aBantu khona wayenokuxola yiloo nto
yodwa kunokuBa afie ngumthinjwa kwelo lizwe.

Uthe esaman’ ukucinga esenje njalo, waBona umfo
sel’ ekhawulelana naye. UBehle wakhawuleza ukuqini- 
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seka ukuBa lo mntu uzayo ngulaa mfo a&ungce kuye
ehlathini.

Ufumane wema ke limyile, engascnakho nokuBaleka,
ku&a wayesel’ ephelile kukudinwa, nokothuka kwa-
menza ukuda aphelelwe ngamandla ngakumbi. Ude
weza kufika kuye lo mfo.

“Uyaziwa?” Uvakele esitjho ngelifabaxa ilizwi umfo lo.
“Ewe, ndingumntu,” luphendule Iwatjho usizana

olunguNolizwe.
“Uyinto ni apha wedwa ngeli xeja?”
“Ndilahlekile, nKosi yam, ndaye ndingazi ukuba 6e

kuthe ni na ukuze ndize kuba lapha.”
“Ngoku uya phi ?”
“Andizazi apho ndiya khona.”
“Uvela phi ?”
“Andazi nalapho ndivcla khona,” utjhilo ukuphendula

uNolizwe efihla le yokugqibela indawo yasephempeni
efuna ukuqonda ukuba lo mfo yena wayefuna nto ni na
apho, engumntu othe ni na yena ngokwakhe.

“Uphambene?” Ubuze watjho lo mfo ngomsindo.
“Hayi, nKosi yam, andiphambene,” ngelicengayo.
“Ke kaloku, Je nto kungekho nanye into oyaziyo

kusuke kwathi ni?”
“Lingaalide kakhulu, nKosi yam, ibali lam xa ndino-

kuzama ukuphcndula loo ndawo.”
“Uya yazi le ndawo ukuyo ngoku ukuba kuphi na?”
“Hayi, nKosi,” kalusizi.
“Ngubani igama lakho?”
“NdinguNolizwe.”
“Kabani?”
“KaMzimasi.”
“Mlambo mni?”
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“EAlexandria.”
“Kha utjho kentomb’ am. Uze njani apha, nganto ni?”

Lo mfo ubuze ngelithobileyo ilizwi ngoku.
Uqalile ke nNolizwe ukuyichaza yonke ingcombolo

yezinto czeenzekayo ethabathiscla eBayi ukuza kuthi ga
ngaloo ndawo wayemi kuyo eyigqiba le nkcazelo ngelithi,
,,Naanku ndilapha ke, nKosi yam.”

Uthe cwaka ixeja elide lo mfo engalhcthi cqondele
phantsi. Uvakclc esithi emzuzwini, “Uya 6ona ke
ntomb’am, mna andizi kukuxclela ukuba ndingubani
na, kodwa ndizimisele ukukunceda ukuba ndinakho.
Uze ungaze uyithethe mntwini loo nto, kuyo yonke into
oyenzayo.” Uthe nqumama kwa khona lo mfo ebonakala
ecinga. Uvakele esithi. “Ma sihambele phambili senjc
nje,” utjho esalatha kwelo cala abe ebekisa kulo uNolizwe.
“Phaya phambili,” utjhilo, “umhlaba uyenyuka, kanye
apho ibetha khona indlela kaioliwe le. Ndifuna ukuba
ndithi sakufika apho, ndibone indlelacndiya kukukhwe-
lisa ngayo kuloliwe ngobusela; endiqinisekayo ukuba
nawe uxolele ukubanjwa oko, xa bakufumeneyo, kuno-
kuba ube kule ntlango. Anditjho?”

“Owu sihlobo, ndiyixolele netilongo. Ukuba uno-
kundenzela loo nto andisayi kuze ndikulibale. Nokuba
andiyithethi mntwini yona into le, wena uya kuhlala
uhleli ezinkumbulweni zentliziyo yam lonke ixeja lokudla
kwam ubom. UThixo ma Kahambe nawe Aliphumeze
icebo lakho,” utjho sel’ elila ngoku lo mntwana.

“Ma sihambe ke, ntomb’am,” utjhilo lo mfo sel’
ehamba, elandela nomnye.

Bakuba befikile kweli qhina, umfo lo ubone umthi
omkhulu ecaleni kwendlela leyo kaloliwe kufuphi, kanye
phezu kodonga Iwendlela leyo, wawukhule apho loo 
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mthi wada weenza amasebe axandileyo kwada kwaakho
nanqumleze phezu kwendlela kaloliwc leyo, phofu
ephezulu engcnakurcjwa nguloliwe lowo xa adlula apho.
Uvakelc esithi umfo lowo kuNolizwe: “Ma sikhwele
kulo mthi.”

Bakhwele kanye kwclo sehe laliphezu komendo lowo.
“UyaBonake,” utjhilo lo mfo,” “ndiza kuthi xaadlulayo
uloliwe phantsi kwethu apha, ndikuphose kwenye yee-
nqwelwana ezi zivulekileyo zingenalo uphahla ngaphezulu.
Hleze uwe phezu kweentsimbi, amalahlc, iinkuni njalo-
njalo, akuyi kwenza ngxolo ke nokuba uwe kabuhlungu,
kuba ukuba bakufumene uya kuba senkathazweni enkulu.
Uya livuma ke icebo lam?”

“Sihlobo sam, ndiya kwenza nje ngoko undiyalela
ngako. Kunokuba ndifele kuyo le ntlango ndingaziwa
nomkhondo, ndixolele nayiphi na into enokudihlela.
Khona nje kodwa ukuba ndinokuthi ndakuhlelwa yinto
babe nokwazisa abantu basekhaya, oko kuya kundane-
lisa,” utj'hilo uNolizwe.

“Ewe,” woongeza ngelitj’hoyo umfo, “nokuba ungu-
mbanjwa, abeLungu baya kuwenza onke amacebo
okwazisa bonke onqwenela ukuba ma baziswe ngoku-
Banjwa kwakho, nokuba ubanjwe phi na.”

“Ma sithembe ukuba kuya kuba njalo,” utfhilo
uNolizwe.

Yakuba idlule intloko kaloliwe phantsi kwelo sebe
lomthi ababehleli belinde kulo, kudlule zaambalwa
kwiitiloko ezazitsalwa yintloko leyo. Kwenye yezi tiloko,
kwaba kho dokolwana owayevulekile phezulu koko
egqunywe ngeseyile. Kuthe xa adlula phantsi kwabo lo
dokolwana, lo mfo umfunqule uNoIizwe wamphosa
phezu kweseyile leyo esithi, “Ndlela ntle!” Wamanga- 
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liswa kukufokotheka kwescyile leyo uNolizwe akufia eye
kuwa phezu kwayo, suka yehla kunye naye, waya kuwa
phezu kwecnxhowa ezazihlohlwe uBoya beenciniba zigqu-
nywe ngeseyile leyo kuscnzelwa iimvula ncmibelhe.
Uziqhujeke phakathi kwezo nxhowa kwa oko uNolizwe,
csenza ukuzimela ukuze angaBonwa.

Wonke lo gama uloliwe aBalekayo, zazimfikele zonke
iingcinga lo mntwana. Wayecinga ukuba uya kuhamba
ngololiwe lo mgama ongakanani na engabaqwanga.
Wayecinga nangomyeni wakhe uFikile kaMpambani,
ngooDina nooJo, kwabe kusckhaya eluManyanweni.
Wayecinga ngabazali bakhc. Ewe, wayemcinga noyise
esazi ukuba ngoyena oya kuba luncedo lokuqala kuye
nokuba angahlelwa yinto ni na.

Ngokuphelelwa lithemba ngenxa yeenzima awayekuzo,
yasuka yanga le yindlela eyayimsa ckufeni kwakhe.
Wayengaqinisekile ukuba angabuye abonanc nabo aabo
bantu wayecinga ngabo.

Kwesi sithuba, zibuyile iingcinga zabuyela kwa kulaa
mfo asand’ ukwahlukana naye emjiya cseBeni Jomthi.
“Ngumfo waphi?” wacinga escnje njalo, “efuna nto ni
kule ntlango? Undenzela le migudu ingaka ngenxa yanto
ni bethu?”

Yazula-zula yeenje njalo ingqondo yalo mntwana
ukucinga, engenakugqiba nto; ade maxa wambi afumane
azanelise ngelokuba yonke le yimisebenzi kaThixo.

Esaphethu-phethula njalo ukucinga uNolizwe, sukc
yoyi, walala obokudinwa ubuthongo.
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ISAHLUKO 31

EMDANISWENI

Zazilunyekwe zonke izibane kuloo holo inkulu yasc-
New Brighton eyi T. C. White ukubizwa kwayo. Zazi-
khanyisile ngokuqaqambileyo izibane ezo, owawungabona
nomsonto wendlu ycsigcawu. Eqongeni phaya kwaku-
dwele abafana bevuthela zonke iindidi zamaxilongo
asemLungwini, bambi beqhwitha iintambula, abanye
betsala imipubc, amagubu edudunyiswa apho nezinye
izinto ezitfho ngoncuthu Iwengoma. Yayizele le ndlu
imi ngeembambo; ingumlisela nomthinjana bevethe
ezimbeje-mbeje, ingoojobela neephikoko. Kwakudaniswa
apho ziinto neenlokazi. Yayingumdaniso lo. Phofu
kwakuzolile apho kungeko ngxolo, Kwakuvakala iinta-
mbula nokujixiza kwenqina emgangathweni.

Phandle phaya, babupholile ubusuku. Lalisile izulu
nasebukhweni bezinja. Babupholile ubusuku behlobo
kungekho lifu nasesibakabakeni, kwakubalasele uku-
khanya kwenyanga kuuphela.

Eabclapho uFikile noNomhle, ujo noDina, nabo
bedanisa, ingulowo nowakwakhe.

“Ma khe siphume phandle Fiks, ndifuna ukuthetha
nawe sisedwa,” uvakelc esitjho uNomhle kwakuba
kukudala bedanisa. Baphumile ke bethu bethene chu
ngezandla ngokwesiko lalapho.

“Kha utjho Sithandwa, ukhathazwa yinto ni?” ubuzilc
uFikile.
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“Dali, ndifuna ukuqonda ngcmali leya u&uthe ma
ndikugcinele yona,” itjhilo le nzwakazi se imwola-wola
lo mfana. Engekaphenduli uFikile iqhube yathi, “Ndiya
yihona imoto le osel’ uyithengilc. Kodwa ndimelwe
yinto yokuba cnyc imali uza kufeketha ngayo. Zininzi
izinto cziginya imali apha eBayi. Ke wena akuka&i
nandlela yokuziphepha ezo nto kanti ziyigqiba imali
yomntu cngaqondi.”

“Zizinto ezinje nganto ni ezo?” cncuma umNu.
Mpambani.

“Khangela indlela enisela ngayo noJo, kanti anibaye-
kanga ooziibayoskophu, imidaniso, ubejo Iwamahaje,
ookpoqo-kfoqo kwa nczinyc kc izinto czifuna imali.
Zonke ke ezo nto, andimntu ukhathalele ukuziya mna.
Ndithanda ukuhlala endlwini yam mna ngaphezu kuno-
kuya kwezi ziyunguma zedolophu zineendleko zinge-
nambuyiselo emntwini. Ndizama ukukhusela imali
yakho nesiqu sakho Fiks, kuba sc ndikuthande kangako
Sithandwa.”

Ngeli xeja wayesel’ efumane waalityum-tyum lo mfana.
Le nzwakazi yayisel’ ingathi ngumfanekiso ukuba ntle 1
oku. Yayitjho ngeso sihlwitha seenwele ezimnyama
tshu, ziqhojwe ngamaqhojana awayeneenkozwana
zedayimani czaziman' ukukhanya mhlophe, bomvu,
luhlaza, lubelu, njalo-njalo, zaye ziphendula ubuqaqa-
wuli bokukhanya kwenyanga.

“Nomhle,” utjhilo lo mfana sel’ezobozekile cmva kwalc
ntctho yale ntombazana, “imali naantsi kum. Ndizimisele
ukukunika sakufika ekhaya ngobu busuku, sakukhov’
ukudanisa. Naantsi kum,” utjho embambatha inxhowa
yebatyi.
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Amakhulu amabini eeponti ayenje ngoko anjalo,
engamaphepha ebanki.

Kuthe akuba etjhilo uFikile kule ntombazana, weva
ngesithonga sisitjho kwicala elingasemva kwabo kuloo
ndawo Babemi kuyo. Ngephanyazo, kunye nokuva
kwakhe isithonga, uve engathi utjhiswa lulwamvila
Iwenyosi esikhondweni segxalaba. Uthe esothuka leyo,
wazibaqa elele ngophothe phantsi.

Ethunzini elalisemva kweholo leyo, kuphume apho
umfo onxibe idyasi emnyama nomnqwazi okwanjalo.
Wonde ngoNomhle, wamqwcqwedisa waya kungena naye
kwimoto kaFikile ebisoloko imiswe apho phambi kwe-
holo. Uyichukumisile yanduluka. Ibe liphanyazo yonke
le nto ukwenzeka kwayo.

“Uyifumcne imali?” Ubuze watjho lo mfo kuNomhle,
engasayibalekiseli kuphila imoto.

“Ndakha ndaphazama kaloku mna se ude undibuze
nje,” uphendule ngclo uNomhle.

“Awu! Uyimazi edla kunye neenkabi kakade Nomhle.
Ndikwazi kakuhle kuloo nto,” uncome watjho usonkosi
lo.

Emva kokuthi cwaka ithutyana ubuye wabaza umfo
omkhulu wathi, “Ayifanga kodwa laa mfenc?”

“Andikholwa, noko linxetyana hje lisegxalabeni,”
uphendule watjho omnye.

“Kodwa ukuba be ndimdubule ngale yam inqomfa,
nge kungathandabuzeki ukuba ufile, nokuba ndimchane
kule ndawo uyixelayo,” udlisele watjho ureme.

“O! Wena usebenzisa eyam inqomfa uyeke eyakho,
ukuze kuthiwe xa kufunyenwe iimbumbulu zale yam,
kucingeke ukuba ndim umbulali?”

“Andifunanga kusebenzisa eyam, kuba yenza ingxolo 
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cnkulu ngesithonga sayo. Kungoko ndiseBenzise le
yakho, Sithandwa. Yinio ni ngathi se usilwa nje?”

“Ndenziwa kukuBa andithandi ukuBa umntu azcnze
ngoBudenge izinto. Andifuni kujiya mkhondo mna xa
ndcnza into.” AkaBanga saphendula omnye, kuBa ngeli
xeja BaBese Befikile endlwini kaNomhle.

EcyiBalile imali, Bayifumene ingaloo makhulu maBini
okuncne.

“Ufuna nto ni, iwayini nokuBa igpangqa phambi
kokuBa sihambc?” UBuze watjho uNomhle sel’ esiya
kutjhona egumbini.

“Yiza negpangqa wethu ndomclcze uvalo,” utjhilo
omnyc.

“U-u-u! Kanti unovalo gwala ndini?” ehleka.
“Ewe, tyhini! Kalokti wakuBa umBulele umntu, uya

ucinge ukuBa kuza kuthi ni na ke emvcni koko,” naye
chleka.

“Ma-awo-o! Kuthe ni ngathi ulipawu nje na? Akuzange
umfiulale umntu ngaphambili, usuke wazenza ipawu
nje eliqalayo namhla nje kuthe ni? Iphi intliziyo yakho?”

“Kunjalo nje isukc yandimangalisa loo nto. Kumhla
ndize ndiBc nje ukunkwantya. Andililo ipawu, nawe
uya yazi loo nto, undiduBa nje wena Nomhlc. Kodwa
andiqondi, ikho into eza kuhla. Andizange ndinkwantye
kangaka.”

“Hayi suka wethu!” Utjhilo uNomhle ccaphuka.
“Musa ukuJoBa ilijwa ngokuthetha ezo nto apha. Sela
igpangqa leyo uqine ifokotho.”

“Kukade ndisenza izinto, andizange ndiBc novalo,”
ethulula esela.

“A-a-a, suka! Akukho nento ethi tfaiki kum, mnta’
kwethu.”
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“Sel’ unguSatanakazi wena Nomhle. Nam, nam,
indim njc, andikuthembi kanye ncam, ncarm

“Kanti andisayi kuze ndikwenze nto, mnta’kabawo,
Ndikholwa kakhulu yimise&enzi yakho, khona lo wango-
kuhlwa nje, undixolisc okwenene, Diliza wam.”

Ngeli xeja ke baphumile endlwini nento eninzi yee-
mpahla, 6aya kuyifaka emotweni apho. Uvakele esithi
uDiliza, kuBa yayiligama lalo mfo elo, “Kanene wena
Nomhle uza kufuna ukuyibutha yonke le mpahla ikule
ndlu?”

“Hayi, Dili wam, yanele le yokunxiBa. Enye se ndiyi-
yaleze kumhlo&o wam ukuba ayithengise athumele
imali kum.”

“GqiBa ke Sithandwa, ma sizc kuhamba, kukudc
efawutini.” Udc wagqiba uNomhle, bakhwela ke
emotweni. Uthe uNomhle kumhlobo wakhe lowo, “Kha
uzisc apha kum ivili eli ndikhe ndikuBonise. Kaloku
wena uza kulibala kukungcangcazela lolu valo Iwakho,
ungayiqhubi ihambe imoto le.”

Utjho sel’echukumisa, yanduluka imoto.
“Bota ke Bayi neento zakho!” Utjhilo uDiliza bakuba se

Bephumile esixekweni, belijiya ngenene iBayi neento zalo.
“Azi umkaFikile wa&a yini na kwelaa hlathi ndaya

kumlahla kulo,” uBuye watjho uDiliza ekhumbula
izenzo zakhe.

“Baya kudiBana eJoredane, mnta’kaBawo, uNolizwe
lowo noFikile wakhe. Kakade, Dili, wahamba iintsuku
ezingaphi ukuya kuloo ndawo waya kumlahla kuyo?”

“lintsuku ezintathu.”
“Esalele njalo, engavuki ?”
“Konke.”
“Si! Lilungile eli yeza lakho lokulalisa, Dili.”
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“Ewe Sithandwa. Kaloku ndimnika ukutya xa athe
wavuka. Ukutya oko ke kuxutywe neyeza elo. Wotya ke
asuke ahuye alale kwa 060 Buthongo. Ndiyenze kathathu
kc loo nto kwezo ntsuku zintathu zohambo.”

Uwagqibe la mazwi uDiliza scl’esakhama kukozela.
Yayimthuthuzela inqwelo emnyama isembindini wendlela
ukusinga kwisixeko scgolide.
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ISAHLUKO 32

IKAMVA

Emva kweeveki ezimBalwa uFikile Mpambani csesi-
bedlela, wafikiswa umyalczo kwaJo, umyalezo lowo
yayingoxcla ukuba uFikilc uphilile, angaphuthunywa.
Eyile ke uJo, ufike umhloBo wakhe sel’emlindele apho
esibedlela. Ubulisile ke uFikilc kubongikazi nakwizihlobo
awayesel’ enazo apho. Uye kumBulela nomphathikazi
wabongikazi ngobubele bakhe lonke ixeja abe elapho.

Emotweni babukene uJo noFikile kumnandi ukuba
babuye babonane emva kwengozi engaka.

“Hi ntanga,” uvakele esitjho uJo, “imali yakho isindile
ke kodwa? Kuba siva ukuthi uNomhle umkile, akaziwa
nomkhondo. NoDiliza ngokwakhe akavakali mkhondo,
nemoto yakho asazi apho isiwe khona. Kudala sibuqa
noDina, hayi bo! Asiva mkhondo.”

“Hayi Jo, mfo ndini. Zizinto zini na ezi uzithethayo
ngoku?” Ubuze watjho okaMpambani sel’ cjalile.

“Ndikuxelel’ inyaniso nto kaMpambani, andiqhuli
ntang’ am, ndifung’ udad’ ethu!”

“Uyazi, Jo, ukuba konke oku, ndithi ekucingeni kwam
le mali iselungcinwcni JukaNomhlc? Kuba ngeli xeja
ndidutyulwayo ndimxelela kanye ngayo ukuba naantsi
kum enxhoweni. Ndimbonile ethoba phezu kwam
ndakuba ndiwile phofu andazanga ukuba uthobe weenza
ni na apha kum, kuba ndandise ndiyoBa ngelo xcja.
Ndize kuyikhumbula emva kosuku IwesiBini ndiphaya
esiBedlela. Ndithe ndakungayifumani ezinxhoweni, 
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ndaqiniseka ukuba unokuBa wayipola wayigcina; ke xa
uthi umkile, ngokuqinisekileyo, umke nayo. Owu!
Imali yam! Imali yam!” Utjho sel’ elila ngoku oka-
Mpambani.

“Akungcncedi lutho ukulilela ubisi ose luphalele
phantsi ngoku,” uthuthuzclc ngelitfhoyo uJo.

“Imali yam! Imali yam! Owu, imoto yam! Wandenza
uNomhle, wandenza uJo, kuba nguwe lo obange konke
oku!” Utjho ngesibandayo isikhalo uFikile, phakathi
cmotweni.

“Fikile! Fikile! Hayi mfo ndini, mus' ukufundekela
wenje nje ngathi akuyondoda,” udanduluke watjho uJo
ecaphuka.

“Nguwe owandibonisa uNomhle, kanti undisa kwinchu-
ka eqwcngayo. Owu, Jo! Imali yam, mfo ndini! Ama-
khulu amabini akayontwana nje,” utfho lo mfana esagixa
sisinqhala.

“Thula, Fikile! Thula!” ccaphuka ngaphezulu uJo.
Ngeli thuba ke babese befikile ekhaya. Behlile ke

emotweni bangena endlwini.
“Kha uze negpangqa Dina, asele uFikile lo,” utfhilo

uJo.
“Ke kaloku ke Jo, kuthe ni usuke waayinto enomsindo

nje? Ucatjhukiswe yinto ni?”
“Yenza into lc ndikuthuma yona, mus’ ukundinkontsa.”
“Ndiya yicaphukcla ke le nto yakho, Jo, yokuthi

ndingekayazi nento endiyonileyo ube se usilwa nam usenje
nje.”

“Hina! Uya ndiva ukuba ndithi ni?” ngomsindo
omkhulu ngoku uJo sel’ engcangcazela.

Uthule omnye akuqonda ukuba konakele. Uye
wangena nendyuwana leyo abe eyithunyiwe egumbini

155



HkaFikile, ku6a ngcli xeja uFikile u6e sel’eye kuzithi
iuqe emandlalweni ekhathazekile.

“Buti Fiks, kha ufumane naantsi intwana.”
“Andifuni tywala, suka! Hamb’ uphume Dina! Mus’

ukundikhathaza ndincede,” utjho emtyhala, waya
kugxaleka elongweni uDina.

“Heyi! Heyi, Fikile! Uphambene?”
“Khangel’ apha Jo, andifuni kuva nento le ngawe,

Jenxa kum!”
“Kanti ndiya kukufaka ingqondo mna, Fikile, uku6a

uphambene. Unani kakade? Ucinga uku6a 6e ndisazi
ngani mna uku6a uNomhle angafuna ukuku6ulala
ngenxa yemali yakho, Fikile, kaMpambani?”

“Uthi uya kufaka 6ani ingqondo Jo? Ndingoka-
Mpambani mna kakuhle, uz’uyiqonde into oyithethayo
mfana. Nguwe owenze yonke le lahleko kum, ngamace6o
akho. Nditjho.”

“Heyi, mfo! Ucinga uku6a kuza kuthi kwakungalungi,
ulibeke kum ngoku ityala ? Ndisandul’ ukukunceda ngoku,
uxakene nomkakho. Naanko nditha6atha inkxamleko
yokuchitha ixeja lam ngokuthwalela kum wonke umse-
Benzi wokujenxisa umkakho endleleni yakho, ngoku
uze uthi kwathi, kwathi. Ku6a nango —.”

“Suka phambi kwam Jo, Jenxa,” unqumle watfho
okaMpambani, “u6usazi uku6a uNomhle utharidana
noDiliza, wandifunza noko usazi njalo. U6uyenzela
nto ni ke loo nto usazi uku6a uDiliza ngulo wasinceda
kwice6o lakho loku6ulala umfazi wam? U6uyenzela
nto ni loo nto, hi, Jo ?”

“Tybini, Fikile! Mfo ndini, undidlel’ indlala noko,
ucinga okoku6a 6e ndiya ku —.”

“Andinamse6enzi naloo nto, uya ndiva?” esondela.
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“Kwakutjho bani ukuthi iina —
Akaligqibangaclo uJo; waphosa inqindi okaMpambani.

Kwaliwa.
Ngclo xeja kanye, kungene ipolisa labanqanda.
“Kuthe ni sc nisilwa nje ngoku kaloku, naniycnze

kunye nje, ngokuvana, into yokubulala uNkosk. Mpamba-
ni?” Ubuze watjho uinTulumente scl’ ekhupha ama-
khamandela ewakhonkxa loo matjhivela mabini.

“Hi, mkhuluwa!” utjhilo uJo cthetha nepolisa elo,
kuba yayingum l'ulumente ontsundu lo, “uthetha nto ni
ngoku? Ndazana phi naloo nto, ingemfazi wam nje
lowo ?”

Liphendule lathi ipolisa, “Kudala ndimi phandl’ apha,
ndiyive yonke into enibc niyithetha nisilwa ngayo
nomhlobo lo wakho. Egameni lomthetho, ndiya ni-
bamba ngoku. Hainbani sihambc. Ukuba ninento
yokuthetha, noyithetha phambili. Bandulukile ke uku-
singa komkhulu, se ithe chasi yonke ilali ibukcla. Ecfikile
khona bangeniswe kwigumbi lomphathi wamapolisa.

Uthethe nabo umphathi wamapolisa weenje nje: “Nina
magqwipa ndini, nifunyenwe ninobutyala ngokuzama
ukubulala. Egameni lomthetho ke, niya banjwa ngoku
ngokuzama ukubulala uNkosk. Mpambani — uNolizwe
Mpambani. Khuphani zonke izinto ezisezinxhoweni
zabo,” ebckisa emapoliseni, “niye kubavalela. Ityala
labo liya kuxoxwa phambi kwejaji nabaphengululi
bamatyala.”

Uzame ukuzihlangula uJo esithi, “Mna, nKosi yam
clungileyo, andina —.”

“Thula!” Imnqamlele yatjho inkosi yamapolisa esa-
thetha. Zakuba sikhutjhiwe ke zonkc izinto ezibe zise-
zinxhoweni zabo, baye kuvalelwa eziseleni, ingulowo 

157



kwesakhc yedv.a. Kusilc okungaliyo. Emva kokuba
benikwe isidlo sakusasa, umbeko womqa ongenatyuwa
ovutywe ngawakwanonkaia amanzi abandayo, kaloku
kutyiwa okunjalo phaya, Basiwe kwindlu yokuxoxwa
kwamatyala.

Kungcniswe uJo kuqala kumkhumbi wamatyala.
Ukusiwa kwczi ndawo ke abasaqhutywa ngambeko,
babephatha kunyhakatyhwa, bephetjhiswa ngeempama
bexhuzulwa kuyiloo nto injalo.

Kumkhumbi wamanqhina, owawungelinyc icala,
kwakumi phakathi kuwo enye indoda awathi akuyiphosa
amehlo uJo wabona ukuba ngummclwana wakhe. Kwe-
linyc icala, kwakuhleli apho esihlalweni owaycnxibe
amajacu enemitjhilhi yokukjwcleka nokugpuzuka
emilcnzeni. Ulhe akumqwalasela uJo, Wamqonda loo
mfazi ukuba ngulowo babese beqinisekile ukuba waba
ngumfikazi. Ngeli xeja lonke ke kwakungekho mntu
uthcthayo enkundleni. Kwakuthc nzwanga isithukuthezi.
Bonkc abaphengululi bamatyala babethe zole bcnga-
Jukumi bemthe nzo lo mfana emehlweni Bengathethi.
Waba ngajonga kulo uJo, wafika emjonge kwa ngolu
hlobo. Ubengaphosa amehlo ejajini wafika imjonge
kwa ngolu hlobo, ibe ngumtjhutjhisi, inkosi yamapolisa,
namapolisa ngokwawo bonke babemjongc ngolo hlobo
loyikckayo.

Uqalile umfana wangenwa lungcangcazclo, waxweba
umlomo nomqala wakhathazCla ukoma futhi. Waba
ngaginya amathe, ekpviqa zingwiqi, tu wona amathc.

Kwaqala kwehla ukubila ebusweni, kwaman’ ukuqithika
izinto czinkulu zamathontsi okubila phantsi. Hayi,
akajcnxanga amehlo enkundla kuye noko wayekobo
bunzima. Kuthe kwakuba kunjc wavakala edanduluka 



umfana, esitjho ngesoyikekayo isikhalo, egxwaia okwe-
nkomo esithi: “Yo-o-o! Yo-o-o!! Ndincedeni! Ndince-
deni! Ndinccdc-c-c-ni!! Ndikhululeni mna! Ndikhululeni
mna!! NguDiliza noFikilc aBaBcfuna ukumBulala
uNolizwe! Ndinccdc-e-c-ni! ZinKosi zam, mna andina-
tyala kule nto! Yoo! Bawo wam! Eawo wam!! Owu!
O-o-o-wu!! Ndikhulule-e-e-ni toro! Andi—!”

“Yithi tu,” ivakelc isitjho ijaji ngomsindo.
Emva kokuxoxwa kwetyala ke ithutyana elingephi,

kuBa noJo akaBanga sakhanyela nto, ibekise kuBahlcli
ijaji isithi, “Naalo ke, mancne, eli tyala ndiiinikela kuni
ukuBa niliqonde uBumc Balo.”

LakuBa liphumile ukuya kugqugula iqela laBahleli,
liBuye langcna Ice thande ngcndawo yalo. Kuphakamc
ixhego elidala lathi, “Mna, nKosi yam, andiBoni nto,
isenokuBuyn ixoxwc kweli tyala. UmBanjwa lo ulivuma
ngokwakhe. Ndimfumana enetyala umBanjwa lo.”
Itjho yaya kuhlala int’ enkulu.

Idanduiuke ngazwi nye intswahla yaBahleli Betyala
ngelithi unetyala umBanjwa.

Ihambise ycenje nje kc ijaji ibekisa kuBanjwa: “Wena
Jo MaceBo, ndikufumana unetyala lokuzama ukuBulala.
UkuBa ndithc ndakuxolela ndiya kuba ndiya soona sonke
isizwe. Kunokwcnzeka ukuBa Baya kuBa kho aBaya
kuwuthaBatha lo mzekelo niBi. Ngako oko ke isigweBo
cndiza kukunika zona siya kuba sisifundo kulo lonkc
uluntu. Bonke aBaya kusazi csi sigweBo, ndiya themba
ukuBa 6aya koyika ukwcnza into efana nalc ngoraso,
nanini.

“Wena ke, ndikugwcBela ukuBa useBenzc entolongweni
yonke imihla yoBom Bakho.”

AmthaBathile ke amapolisa kwa oko aphuma naye.
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Kungeniswe uFikile. Nayc akabanga safihla nto aku&a
sel’eyivilc inkcazo yommclwane wa6o, uyise kaDon
owathi kanti uya yibona yonke le nto yokumkiswa
kukaNolizwe csiwa entlango..

Wayesel’ eyivile nekaNolizwe inkcazo—kuBa yayinguye
elo jacu lalihleli kwa senkundleni apho — awachaza
ngokufunyanwa kuloliwe eyoBa yindlala kufuphi neMonti.
Wasiwa esibedlela eMonti, apho wathi akuphila wathunye-
Iwa eBayi, kuba yayingulo Nolizwe wayefunwa kulo
lonke ilizwe kuda elahlekile.

“Nawe mfana wam, ndikufumana unetyala lokuzama
ukuBulala. Namhla wcna ujikile ezifungweni zakho
zamhla wamtjhata lo mntwana. Uye wamngcatjha
umkakho ngenxa yemali yakhe. Loo mali, sidenge ndini
sesiyatha, yimali eyayiscl’ iyeyakho xa iyeyomfazi wakho.
Kodwa ngenxa yokunyolukela ilifa, uBange ukuBa loo
mali i6e lilifa lezihange.

“Le nto yonke ke icacile uku6a wawungazangc
umthande tunkakho. A6ukho ke u6uge6enga o6udlule
inkohliso. Ndikunika ke esi sigwe6o wena: uya kuse6enza
entolongweni yonke imihla yokudla kwakho u6om.’’

Kuthe kwa ngelo xeja, yakukhov’ ukuthetha la mazwi
esigwe6o ijaji, amapolisa ayesel’ ehamba etyhala omnye
um6anjwa. Lo um6anjwa ngulowo kwakuman’ uku-
thethwa ngaye engekho apho ematyaleni. Kwathi kanti
izinjazaKomkhulu kwaFulumente zi6ekekile ekhondweni.

Lo yayinguDiliza owayeye kulahla uNoiizwe entlango.
Yayikwanguye lowo wadu6ula uFikile eT. C. White.
Nguye lowo waqhweja nemali kwa nemoto kaFikile
6enoNomhle. Koko ke yena uNomhle wathi akuyibona
isiza imoto ya6ecuphi i6asukela, waqonda uku6a ama-
hlathi aphelile. Uthe kanti ehamba nje uNomhle, uphethe 
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ipilisi zetyhel’u apha kuye, awasuka waginya yaanye
kuzo wec qwithi kwa oko, wafa isiquphe. ABecuphi
Bafumana kuyc imali kaFikilc kuupheia, Bajika naye
sel’engofileyo.

Inkosi le, uDiliza, yayingcnaBo o&o Bugqi Bokuzihulala
ngomzuzu omye. Yakhawuleza yalithaBatha ngokwayo
ivili lokuqhuBa yakuBona ukuBa ku6i kunje. Ngoku
ke amapolisa angena naye apho enkundleni sel’ ehamba
emnyhukutyha.

Wathi akuthi ntla ngoNolizwc noFikile lo mfo,
awayesel’ eqinisckilc uku6a wabaweza iJoredane 6o6a6ini,
wasuka wajuba ngumothuko, wathi kanti sel’ efilc.

UDina yena waphaphatheka esa6a umthetho. Umzimba
wafunyanwa phezu komlambo weVcli.

Oko kwangena amapolisa endlwini ya6o, wa6aleka
kwa oko. Kuthe ku6a kwakuse6usuku, e6aleka ccanda
loo mathafa akwaNtam’ ibomvu ebekisa ngaseGqe6epa,
wathi kanti intlambo yeVeli uyize kwicala lecng.xondopa
nemiwewe. Waya kweyela apho kwezo ngxondopa,
waaphuka ilungu lentamo, wafa.

Eenziwa ke amalungiselelo, nga6akwaTulumente,
okugodusa uNolizwe. Wayinikwa yonke imali yakhe,
amakhulu ama6ini eeponti, kwakhutfhwa namapolisa
ama6ini ukumgodusa kwa ngaloo moto yakhe.

Phambi koku6a 6enze uhambo lwa6o uNolizwe
namaPulumente, lawa ayekhutJTielwe wona uku6a
amgoduse, uye kuzifunela izinto zokunxiba ezivenkileni
ngokuzama ukwahlukana naloo madlavu wayenxi6e
wona. Emva koku ke 6andulukile ukusinga eAlexandria
xa lingcangcayo ilanga. Wayengenazo iinda6a uNolizwe
kuloo ndlela ekwathi naxa a6anumzana aa6a 6efuna
ukumthetha-thethisa, phantsi komgca weenjongo ke
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6ona, waman’ ukuphendula nje loo nio i6uzwayo iBe
kuuphela njalo, nakuloo nio ku6onakale uku6a uya
zitsala nje. Wayebonakala ekwezinzulu iingcinga efuna
engqondweni yakhe ukuBa ingaba kuyinene na uku6a
usendleleni egodukayo ngoku noku6a liphupha nje kodwa
6ethu? Wayekuvuyela ngokungathcthckiyo uku6a a6e
uya ku6onana na6antakwa6o nezihloho engosaphilileyo;
kanti lalinjani kc lona ixhala kwa kuye apha, ecinga
ukuthclwa nqa kwa zezo ndidi za6antu awayevuyela
uku6a6ona kwa khona.

Eagaleleke se kusebusuku eAlexandria. Wakha wacela
umqhu6i wem’oto uku6a akhe aye kumisa kwanina-
lumc eKoinpotyisi, kuloNonzwakazi. Okunenc weenje
njalo umqhu6i wemoto sel’ eman’ ukwalathiswa ngu-
Nolizwc ukum6onsia indlela esinga kwanina-lumc.

Si6othusile 6onke a6antu 6elali yaseKompotyisi isi-
thatha semoto, ku6a* sisuke satjho kwaascmini uku6a
mhlophe oku, i6e 6a6umnyama 6ona u6usuku Iisi6ekelc
nezulu, ya6e ke ingcnto iqhelekileyo ukungena kweemoto
apho kuloo lali de i6c ngamarulumente eze ngokulanda
aBooni na6aphuli 6omthetho. Kwa6a ngaphczulu uko-
thuka kuloo mzi 6a6ephambukele kuwo, ku6a wasuka
kwehla iinto ezikhazimlisa amaqhoja yaa6u6u6enge-
6enge kuuphela o6a6u6onisw'a sisibane eso semoto.

“Maalume, ndim topo m’san’ukoyika akukho nto imbi,
amapolisa la nga6ahlo6o 6am!’’ Utjho esiya kubulisa
uNolizwe kwaabo 6a6efumanc 6ema 6ethe gqi amehlo
6engathethi apho e6aleni phambi kwendlu, ku6a kwaku-
phume intsapho yonke endlwini, kwaphuma nothathatha.
Kw'akuse kuthe xhonkxojblo na6amelwanc 6ethe manga
6efuna ezingqondw'eni uku6a kungaba konakele nto ni
na kwammelwane wa6o uJwapa.
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“Tyhini ie! Nolizwe! Nguwe ninlan’ odad’cthu!”
Wothuke watjho uJwapa cBulisa kuNolizwe.

“Ndim, Maalume.” Wanele ukutjho nje uNolizwe
wasitjho esikfakpa isililo.

Kube buphuthu-phuthu ukungeniswa kwakhc endlwini
scl’ edidizeliswa ekhohlwe nakukuma ngezakhc iinyawo
kukuphclelwa ngamandla. UtsiBe kwa oko oNonzwakazi
weza namanzi uku&a asezwc uNoIizwe athoBe isinqhala.
Wayesel’ ezibuqa-buqa phantsi uNolizwe endlwini apho
elila kabuhlungu. Akabanga nakunyamezela naye
ngoku uNonzwakazi watfho csakhc isililo, akabanga
nakuthula nonina kaNonzwakazi wangcnelcla naye yaba
yiloo ntunta-nja into yesikhalo sikaNolizwe. Athc
namadoda ngoku kwabonakala ukuba kuza kuba nzima
ukuthi ethuthuzela lo kusuke kudanduluke omnye.
Ibe seso sijwili kwelo khaya lascmaJwafeni ekwada
kwanyanzeleka ukuba abamelwane ma basondele ukuza
kukhangela ukuba umzi kaFuzile uhlelwe J'wangufa
lini na.

Kufumane kwee wayi-wayi ngoku nabantu belali
ukungcna apho kwaFuzile kwathi kungamadoda kwabe
kungabafazi bonke bengena bepole amehlo kukuma-
ngaliseka. Lalilapho nalo iqabanekazi likaFikile Mpa-
mbani, uMrs. Koos, naye ephakathi kwabanye abafazi.

Kuthe kwakuthi cwaka isijwili eso ke wabacela aba-
melwane uJwapa bagoduke ccacisa ukuba akukho nto
imbi noko, namaPulumente la akezanga ngabubi koko
agoduse lo ubclahlekile, uyitjho le ndawo, kuba ebekhe
wayithi peje kwa ngamapolisa lawo kweli thuba lesijwili.

Okunene ke bemkile abamelwane baya ngemizi yabo
se ingaloo mahum-hum elalini apho kuthethwa ngale
ndaba, nje ngoko kwaba njalo ukuvakala kweendaba 
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zokuzimcla kukaNolizwe noFikile kuloo lali yaseKompo-
tyisi, kwaba njalo ukunwcnwezela kweendaBa zokufika
kukaNolizwe. AkaBanga senza nto zakade uJwapa,
ufake ibatyi wathabatha nomnqwazi wakhc wabekisa
kumkakhe wathi, “Mfazi, ndisapheleka lo mntwana,
uNolizwe, kumfanele ukuba ahambe nomntu ukuya
kuyise. Andingcze ndihlale phantsi ke ndiyibona into
yokuba ngumsebenzi wam ukuba ndimkhaphe ukuya
kowabo nokuze ndibc ngumlomo wakhe kuyise.”

“Hamba nayc Jwapa,” utjhilo omnye esatywizisa
Baye kukhwelakekwasemotweni aphouNolizwe nonina-

lume namapolisa lawo kwandulukwa ukusinga eluMa-
nyanweni. Kuloo ndlela yonke ke uNoIizwe waba noku-
mchazela konkc uninalume ngokugcagca kwakhe
noFikile Mpambani ethabathisela kanyc kuwo onke
amatile-tile okubalungiselela kukaNojenti unina, watjho
esiya kubeka ngezizathu ezimbuyisileyo kolo Iwendo
Iwakhe embalisela konke okumhleleyo elizwcni apho.

Kwakusezinzulwini zobusuku ukufika kwabo eluMa-
nyanweni, se kulelwe yiyo yonke ilali. Lwaqala kwa khona
uvalo Iwale ntombazana Iwagongqoza kukoyika uyise.
Waqala kaloku noninalume wamana cthetha naye
uNoIizwe ngamazwi okumomeleza ethembisa ukuba uya
kuba ngecala lakhe emqondisa ukuba endaweni yokuba
akuqumbele ukubuya kwentombi yakhe, uMzimasi uya
kuvuya kanye. Ifike yema ke imoto apho phambi kwe-
ndlu kuIoNolizwe ingabanga sabuya yothuse mntu
ngesibane sayo kulc ilali, kuba kwakuse kulelwe kuyo
yonke imizi. Yaba kukukhonkotha kwezinja okweenza
ukuba uMzimasi ee gqada phandle ngokuya kukhangela
ukuba zibona nto ni na, sabe ke sona isibane semoto sc
sicinyiwe.
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“Ningoo6ani?” UBuze watjho umf' omkhulu ngeLifa-
6axa.

“Hayi, ndim Sibali,” utjhilo uJwapa esondela ukuBa
aBulise.

“Tyhini, bola SiBali,” utjhilo uMzimasi ebulisa.
“Kha utjho mfo ndini, yinto ni ebusuku apha?” KuBuze

kwa uMzimasi emangalisiwe.
“Ndize kuwc SiBali, TJhonyane omhle.”
“Yinto ni Jwapa? Ngoo6ani aa6a uhamba na6o?”
“Ma khe singene endlwini Sibali okwethutyana nje.”
“Aa6a 6antu sibajiyela ni phandle 6ona behamba

nawe nje?”
“Kha ubayeke wena 6aza kungcna kwa ngoku.”
Bangene ke endlwini. Aka6anga sadenda ke ujwaja

vvawa ngazo ngelithi. “Si6ali, ungothuki TJhonyane,
akukho nto imbi konke. Ndingasuka ndithi, ngoku-
futjhane, ndi6one kusithi gaxa le moto uyi6ona phandi’
apha nainaTulumente csithi avcla kwelaseBayi agodusa
intombazana le yalapha.”

“Into ni! Uthi ni na SiBali? Intombazana engu6ani?”
“UNolizwe.”
“UNolizwe?”
“UNolizwe Si&ali.”
Kuthe nzwanga ke emva kwale mpendulo kaJwapa,

cthe zole tu umfo wasemaTJhonyaneni eqondele phantsi,
waye usibali wakhe emthe nzo emjonge emehlweni nayc
cngathethi.

Lo gama kunje apha endlwini, phaya phandle uNolizwe
wayesel’ eman’ ukunqhukfuleka enqanda isikhalo esasi-
funa ukutyho6oza ngoku, kodwa ngoncedo Iwamapolisa
awayeman’ ukumomeleza ngamazwi amnandi, wa6a
nokunyamezela okwethutyana, namapolisa ayesel’ eqonda
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uku6a kuza kuda konakale abe engcnakwandula amnge-
nise endlwini uNolizwe, nje ngoko yayisisigqibo sawo
noJwapa ukuba ycna uJwap wongena kuqala cnkosini
phaya akhe ade ayidambise umothuko nomsindo.

“Hayi ndiyeva noko wena Sibali,” udc watjho uMzi-
masi ckugqibeleni, “ndiyeva Jwapa. Kha utjho bangene
ke.” Uwagqibc la mazwi lo mfo sel’ ezibambe ngcenkophe
iinyembezi, sc kungcangcazcla nelizwi eli xa athethayo.
Uthe ephuma nje uJwapa ukuya kubiza ooNolizwe
phandlc wabe ephuma nayc umnini-mzi csiya kubiza
umnikazimzi obclelc kwindlu enkulu.

Eathe ke bengena uNojenti nomyeni wakhe zabe iindwe-
ndwe se zihleli phantsi. Kubuliswene ke, bakhe bathana
wanga-wanga ngawencoko yokubukana umntu nodadc
wabo. Akawasanga so kuya phi uNojcnti amapolisa
lawo engazange abonise nokothuka okuthe ni ngokufika
kwentombi yakhe uNolizwe awayitjhatisa ngokwakhe.
Mhlawumbi wayesel’ efuman’ esenza le nto kusakuthiwa
umntu uqine enyaleni. Yayingathi ni ukungamchukumisi
entliziyweni into yokumbona scl’elapho uNoIizwe awa-
yethe ma kazimele ukwenda cmke nomnye umfana?
Wayengayinanzc nganto kuba kuthc ni into yokuba kuza
kuvela namhla nje amaqhetseba akhe awayecinga ukuba
aqumeke kwaphela kulo mzi wasemaTJhonyaneni?

Uqhubilc ke uJwapa echaza ngehambclo leyo yabo
ngelo xeja lobusuku. Lo gama achazayo uJwapa,
uNolizwe ubesel’ ezithe Jwenye phaya elukhukweni
lukayise egixa ukulila oku phofu engakhali. Uqhube
waqhuba ke uJwapa eqalela ekuqaleni nje ngoko achaze-
Iweyo nguNoJizwc endleleni, se kuthe cwaka endlwini,
noNojenti scl’ efumane wee nkamalala buphele tu ubu-
gagu 6ezolo. Namhla nje kutyhilwa iimfihlelo zo6unzulu
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BoBuqhetseba Bakhe lo mfazi ecengceleza umnakwaBo
ejiya ayiliBeleyo. Kuthc khona akufika kwindaBa yase-
ntlango, apho waya kulahlwa khona uNolizwe, eBalisa
uJwaja ethetha izinto ezi, akaBa nakunyamezela uku-
phulaphula loo masikizi uNojenti, wasitjho esongekhoyo,
csikfakra sona isikhalo. Kuthe kunjalo waduBulcka naye
uNolizwe wakhala kakhulu. Ukhale uNojenti cthetha
phakathi kwezinqhala esithi, “Yo! Yooo!! Ndixolele
TJhonyane! Ndixolcle sidalwa senKosi! Ndixolelc ndoda
ya-a-am! Ndikonile TJhonyane! Ndikonile Yise ka-
Nolizwe! Owu Owu!! Owu Bawo wethu Ophezulu ndiya
thandaza, ndiya zinikela kuWe ngoBu Busuku ndisithi
xolela amatyala namanyala am! Ngcna kuyo le ntliziyo
yale ndoda ngofefe IwaKho indinike uxolo Iwayo!
Ndithembe Wcna nKosi, xolela izigqitho neziphoso zam!”

Kwakuse kuguqiwe nguye wonke owayelapho ngoku,
kungatjhongo Bani ukuthi ma kuthandazwe. AkuBa
eye kuthi tyaa ukuthandaza uNojenti, kuvukiwe ke
kwahlalwa kuyiloo mifixizo kuuphela, kukubi.

UNolizwe uzame ukukhe athethe naye ngoku koko
kusuke kwee nkqi emqaleni. Uzicengile kc noko wada
waBa nokuwathetha la mazwi, “Tata wam, ndiBuyile
ekuhilizeni kwam. Ndiza kuwe ukuBa ndifumanc uxolo
Iwakho. LindiBethile ilizwe, namhla ndiyalekile. Ndizive
ndingenakho ukuyiyekelakumaalume le indawo yokucela
uxolo kuwe Tata wam, TJhonyane omhlc. Lwamkele
Tata! Lwamkele TJhonyane! Lwamkele nkosi yam uxolo
Iwam, ndiya kuBongoza Dikiza omhle! Owu! Azi ndoya
phi-i-i na nehlazo lam! Ndoya phi na nehlazo la-a-a-m!!”

“Kwanele, kwanele mntan’am Nolizwc! Kwanele
TJhonyane! Kwanele Dikiza! Ndiya Iwamkela uxolo
Iwakho ntombi yam, ndilwamkela ngomphefumlo wam 
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wonke uphela nangentliziyo emhlophe engenankohliso.
Ee ndingelwamkeli ngokuba kuthe ni uxolo Iwakho
mntwan’am uyinxalenyc ycgazi lam nje! Ndinikc isandla
sakho sokunene ndisibambe mntwan’am Nolizwe.”

Usukumile kc uNoIizwe wambamba isandla uyise
esithi, “Ndiya bulela Tata, ndiya bulcla Tfhonyane.”
Waya kuhlala cngabanga sathetha limbi.

Ubekise kunkosikazi wakhe ngoku umfo wasema-
TJhonyaneni wathi, “Nojenti, mfazi wam endimthandayo,
nolwakho uxolo luyamkeleka kum, ndiya Iwamkela
Jwapa elihle. Ngathi kum kukho ilifu elimnyama eli-
Jenxisiweyo phakathi kwam nawe kule nzulu yobu
busuku banamhla nje. Ndiya kuxolela mfazi wam.”
Naye uNojenti uphakamile wasa isandla kumyeni wakhe
esithi, “Wanga uThixo Angakolulela imihla TJhonyane
omhle. Nam ndiziva ndihlaziyekile emphefumlweni
wam ngoxolo Iwakho Yise kaNolizwe, ndinethemba
ukuba uThixo Ophezulu Uya kulicima ityala endilenzileyo
kulo mzi wasemaTJhonyaneni ngoxolo Iwakho. Ndiya
bulela Dikiza.”

Emva koku ke zibe bunqaphela iindaba kwaaba
Babekuloo ndlu. Kuncede elinyc ipolisa ngokuncokolela
uJwapa ngeendaba zemfazwe, kuba lalikhe Jaasemkhosini
nje ngejoni. Uphumile yena uNojenti waya kwenza izinto
ezityiwayo, zakuba zilungile wezisa kwatyiwa. Akazange
alangazelele nto ityiwayo uNoIizwe, wacela ukuba
akhululwe aye kulala, waya kuzibeka ke kuba ediniwe.
Ngentsasa clandelayo kubotjhwe inqwelo yamahaje
ukusa amapolisa lawo esitijini ebuyela kwa seBayi wona,
egoduka yena uyise kaNonzwakazi. Emva kwamazwi
ombulelo kula madoda omathathu, uMzimasi uzindulule
iindwendwe kuseluxolweni. Kubuliswene ke zanduluka 
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iindwendwe ziqhutyelwa yinkwenkwana kaMzimasi.
UBahlanganisilc kwa khona uMzimasi aBamelwane

ngeenjongo zokuBazisa ngokuBuya komntwana wakhe
oBelahlckilc. Yathi iqina imini kwaBe se kuzele kwa-
TJhonyane. Kwa nje ngokuBa wayenje njalo uMzimasi
ukwazisa kwaMagwadi, laa mzi wawucela intombi
yakhe uNolizwe, ngokugcagca kukaNolizwe nomfana
wakwaMpambani, weenje njalo ukuya kwazisa kwa
kuloo mzi ngokubuya kwayo intombi yakhe sel’esiya
ngoku ngeenjongo zokuba koBa lula ngoku ukukhu-
tjhwa kweenkomo zamaTipha eBuhlantini Basema-
TJhonyaneni, zikhutjhwe yintombi ngokwayo, kuBa ikho
ngoku isiqu. Akazange anxhame ngakwenje njalo wona
amaTipha, koko asuka athi, “Ewe sivile TJhonyane, siya
vuya ukuBa usazisile, soBuya siphendule.”

AkuBanga kho nto acela ukuBa acctyiswe yona uMzi-
masi ngaBamelwane aaba, koko waya kuBaBiza ukuBa
aBazise nje kuuphela ngokuBuya kwentombi yakhe.
Okunene ke nawo amadoda lawo angaBamelwane aka-
Banga sathetha mazwi akuceBisa nto koko asel’ethetha
awokuyala umntwana nonina ngokwezigqitho zaBo,
achithakala. Kudlule imihla emininzi ke kungaBanga
kuthethwe nto nguBani kwaMzimasi ngokubuya kuka-
Nolizwe, phofu ayeman’ ukuvakala wona amahum-hum
entleBendwane apho elalini: aBanye BaBevuyisana nomzi
wakwaMziwandile ngokuBuya komntwana wakhona,
Bambi ke Benelisa Bevuyelela. Phakathi kwababevuya
wayeyedwa uNomadinga. Wayesiya kumBona uNolizwe
amaxeja amaninzi ezama uku m6opha emthuthuzela
emBonisa ukuBa isoono xa sixolelweyo uya hlambuluka
umntu kuso angaBi saBa natyala. Okuxolelwe emhlaBeni
kuxolelwe nasezulwini.
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ISAHLUKO 33

INTOMBI YOLAHLEKO

“Sel’ usiza ngapha Buti, ndilapha. Akukho Bantu,
ndim kuuphela okhoyo.”

Kutj’ho uNolizwe ethetha nomfana owayemi ngase-
nmyango enkqonkqoza kowaBo koNolizwc eluManya-
nweni.

Wayengemde engemfutj'hane lo mfana, entsundu nge-
Bala. Wayeneendevu ezimnyama tshu phezu komlomo
kuuphela ezazimfanele kanga ngokungathi wayevele nazo
zinjalo. Wayenxihe kakuhle kakhulu, ecacile ukuha
uya fika apho eluManyanweni, mhlawumbi ngokomntu
ovela ezidolophini ezinkulu apho kunxitywa kakuhle.

“Ewe ke, Nkosikazi,” esisa isandla ebulisa.
“Ewe ke Buti,” ebulisa naye uNolizwe, kuba yayinguye

lo.
“Ma ndikhe ndiye kukuthabathela isihlalo endlwini,

ukuba akunzhamanga, mhlawumbi uya dlula,” esukuma
uNoIizwe.

“Hayi Nkosikazi, mus’ ukufumane uzikhathaze ngo-
kuza nesihlalo, ndiza kuhlala phantsi eqaqaqeni apha,”
unqande weenje njalo umfana.

“O! Hayi, kulungile kc Buti. Kuphunywa phi ke?”
“Ndiphuma es’apha, ekhaya.”
“Ewe Buti.”
“Ndikhe ndadibana nexhego eli lalapha izolo, landi-

xelela ukuba kukho umntu ekufuneka ndize kumfundisa 
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ukuqhuBa imoto kule yalapha. Andazi nokuBa nguwe
na lowo oza kufunda ukuqhuBa.”

“Uthe nguBani kuwe?” uBuze watjho uNolizwe
ehleka.

“Usuke wathi yintombi yakhe enkulu,” naye ehleka.
“Owu, Tata! Woze ange akeva nje ngokuBa kuthethwa

nje, kanti into uyigcinile. Kowu! Uya ndihlekisa ngaloo
nto.”

“Kanti ke akanyanisanga ukutjho?” uBuze watjho
omnye.

“Ewe phofu, ulungisile. Ndim ofuna ukufundiswa
ukuqhuBa imoto. Yo! AndiBanga saBuza nokuBa
unguBani na Buti, wosc uzichaza ke tofo, ndixolele.”

“Ndingu —.”
“Yinto ni Buti, kuthcni? Akuthandi kuzixela na?”
“Ndiya thanda.”
“Ke ungathethi nje kuthe ni?”
“NdoBuya ndikwazise.”
“Kwala ni ngoku?”
“Yile moto le?” undungudelise watjho umfana esalatha

umpube owawumi phambi kwendlu.
“Ewe yiyo leyo Buti.”
“Ma khe siyikhangele,” utjho scl’ ephakama umfana

esiya ngasemotweni.
Uyivavanyile, wayixilonga, eBonakalisa uBuchule

Bokuyazi ngaphandle nangaphakathi, wavakala esithi,
“Isalungile. Khwela kaloku siqalise umseBenzi woku-
fundisana.”

Ukhwele ke nomnye, kwandulukwa.
Kuthe kwakuBa kude nelali, yacima imoto, yema kuloo

ndawo.
“Yu! Kuthe ni ke ngoku Buti?,” uBuzile uNolizwe.
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“Kuphele amafutha la ihanjiswa ngawo,” utjhilo
omnye encuma emjonge cmehlweni omnye.

“Hayi Buti topo, mus’ ukuliBala kukudlala,” naye
encuma.

“Nolizwe!” esancumile njalo umfana.
“Tyhu! Buti ulazela phi igama lam?”
“Ndalazi uselusana wena.”
“Hayi suka Buti, unguBani na? Zizwe zamaTJhonya-

ne!”
“Akundazi?” Esancumile.
“Konke, nmtakwethu,” eya endweBa.
“Akuzange undiBone ngaphambili ?”
“Andikhumbuli ndikuBona.”
“Akundinakani nokundinakana ?”
“Mpela tu Buti.”
Uthe nqumama ithutyana umfana eqondele phantsi,

sel’engasancumile ngoku.
“Ndim lowa wakukhwelisa kuloliwe ngokukhwela

nawe eseBeni lomthi.”
“Hi! I-i-into-nto-ni? Uthi ku-kuthe ni na Buti? Tyhini,

zizwe zamaJwapa!” Utjhilo uNolizwe elinganisa ukukhuza
kukanina.

Ngeli xeja akaphendulanga umfana, noNolizwe aka-
Banga nanto yimbi angathetha yona. Wakholwa enga-
kholwa ufumane waBuza esakhohliwe njalo, “UBelapha
nini, njani ke?”

“Nolizwe, mntakwethu, ingaBa liBali elide kakhulu xa
ndinokuzama ukukuxelela yonke into ngam.”

“Andingekhathali nokuBa ungaliqala ekuqaleni iBali
lakho, sihloBo sam,” uphendule watjho uNolizwe sel’
eyengezelisa.

“Inje ke le nto,” waqala umfana, elunga ukuhlala.



“emva kokuba ndalijiyayo ikhaya lam, ndaya al'awutini,
andizangc ndihlale thu&a lide khona. Ndandululwa apho
sisithukuthczi esandcnza ukuBa ndizive ndinqwenela
ukuba ndedwa, kwindawo ekungekho mntu kuyo.

“Ndayijiya kc iGoli ndisiya apho ndingaziyo, ngenxa
yokukhathazeka komphefumlo wam. Ndathi ndakufika
kwelo hlathi layo intlango, ndaBona uku5a leyo yindawo
kanye eyondifanela. Okunene, ndaziva ndanelisekile,
ndonwaBile yiloo ntlalo apho kwakuba se kulithutyana
ndilapho.

“Ndazakhela iphcmpe ezinzulwini zehlathi elo, kwathi
nokuphila kwam kwaangcnyama yeenyamakazi, imifuno
neziqhamo zehlathi. Ndathi ndakuphelelwa ziimpahla
zokunxiBa neengufio, ndaambatha iimfelc zeenyamakazi.
Ndandikunqwenela ukufa, kwasuka ukufa akwcza kum.

“Ndimlowoowakufumana ulele phakathi kohlololwane,
ndakuvusa ndikuthimba. Ukukuqamangela ndikujiye
kuloo ndlwana, ndandisiya kukufunela ukutya ukuze
ungalambi. Ndibe nokukhathazeka okukhulu ndakufika
uqhawule wemka. Kodwa ndaba nalo ithemba lokuba
ekudubatheni kwakho, woda ufumanane nendlela Icyo
kaloliwe ndayiqonda nento yokuba uya kuhamba ngayo
ungayiyeki.

“Ndakhawulezisa ke ndagugula iindevu ezazisc zinde,
nje ngoko wawundiBona ke nawe. Ndakuba ndigqibe
yonke ke le nto, ndabaleka ndaya kwimizi eyayiseku-
phumeni kwehlathi ngasenTJona-ianga le-e-e. NdadiBana
namfana uthile apho ezihambela iindlela zakhe, kwandi-
lungela kwa oko endandisiyela kona kuloo mizi.

“Ndamgibisela ngebunguza lam, loo mfana, nda-
mchana entloko wawa. Ndimkhulule iimpahla zakhe
awayezinxibile, ndazinxiba ndamjiya ndimambathise 
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ngeemfele czo zam, ndemka kuloo ndawo ngokubaleka.
Ndihambe ke ngendlela leyo kaloliwe andayeka, naxa
ndandinawo loo monde, ithcmba lona laliman’ukufika
libuye limkc ngcnxa yokucinga ngamapamncwa aqwengayo
elo hlathi, ndithandabuza ukuba singabuye sibonane.

“Kodwa ngemisebenzi kaThixo wasinda, wada waza
kuhlangana nam se ndingomnyc umntu ngenkangeleko.
Ndakuba ndikujulele kuloliwe, ndijike ndaya kwa sephe-
mpcni lam. Andizange ndibe nakulala buthongo, ndi-
cinga ubusuku bonke, ndicinga ukufika kwakho ngepha-
nyazo kum ndisentlango; oko kudibana kwethu apho
kwaba ngummangaliso kum. Nangoku akukho waziyo
ukuba saya kudityaniswa yinto ni na apho, nguThixo
yedwa Owaziyo.

“Ndaphelclwa ke kukonwaba kwam entlango, ndazi-
misela ekubeni ndibekeke ekhondweni lakho, ndinga
ayingekuhleli into ekuhlclayo ndingabuyanga ndikubone
kwa khona. Kananjalo ndandizimisele ukukunceda
apho uxakwe khona, kuba ndandiqinisekile ukuba uya
kulufuna uncedo Iwam.

“Ndithabathe imalana endandiyifihle apho entlango,
ibanki yam yayingumhlaba, ndalanda ekhondweni lakho
ndada ndaya kufika esitijini. Ndithabathe itikiti lase-
Bayi, ngokuqonda ukuba nokuba ufunyenwe phi na,
baya kukuthumcla eBayi, oko ndakuchola-chola ebalini
lakho, ukusukisela eBayi ukusa entlango. NaseBayi
ndichola-chole konke ngawe kwimizi kaFulumente, ndi-
phuraelela koko ngokubakhohlisa ndisithi ndingurana-
kwenu ofuna wena, kuba ulahlekile.

“Ndaziswe kwa oko ukuba ugodusiwe, kwa noqhawulo-
mtjhato enalwenzayo nokaMpambani phambi kokuba
ugoduke ndixclelwe ngalo. Yandivuyisa kakhulu loo 
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nto, ndayiBamba iqhunia injini yaseAlexandria ndikuloo
mincili. Naanku ke ndilapha ke ngoku, kunyc nawc,
Nolizwe mntakwethu.”

UgqiBe lo mfana scl’elila naye ngoku, ku6a konkc
oku aBalisayo, uNolizwc eBcngayekanga ukulila. Balile
Balila ke BoBaBini, kwada ngelinini, uNolizwc wafumana
amandla okuthetha wathi, “Buti, mntwa’kamama, unento
ongekandixeleli yona: igama lakho. Akukandixeleli
nento eyayikukhathaze kangako ukuBa yinto ni na,
ukuze ude ujiye ikhaya lakho uye kuBa lilolo entlango.”

“Ndiza kukuxelela Nolizwe, Sithandwa. Oko ndajiywa
nguwe se ndi'qinisekile ukuBa wena ungumfazi wam,
wemka noFikile kaMpambani, andizange ndilunge. Nda-
Bona ukuBa ihlaBathi eli mna andilifanclc ngaphandle
kwakho. Ndim lowo owamjiyayo wcna se ndikuIoBoIe
nakowenu. Igama lam ndinguThembekile kaMagwadi,
ikhaya laliseBonxa ngoko. Ngoku ndiBuya se lilapha
cluManyanweni.”

Emva koku ke akuBanga kho uthethayo kwaaBa
BaBini. AkuBa uNolizwc cgqiBile ukuzisula iinyembezi
uvakele esithi, “Buti ndixolele ngako konke endakwcnza
kona ngenxa yentliziyo yam eyayizelc likpatji. Ndixolele
Buti, ndixolele mnta’kaBawo. UBusindisile wena uBom
Bam entlango, andinawo amazwi anokwanela eso senzo
cndingakuBulcla ngawo. Ndixolele sihloBo sam, yiliBalc
yonke into endakwenza yona. Ma siBc zizihloBo ezi-
khulu ukuthaBathela namhla nje. UngaBi nanqala
ngczinto endakuhlungisa ngazo. INkosi aYinakho uku-
ndixolela nokuBa ndiya thandaza, de ndixolelwe nguwc
Buti.”

UyigqiBe le ntetho sel’ eBuye waphclelwa ngamandla
okuziBamba uNolizwe. Wasitjho isililo esikfakpa.
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“Nolizwc, ndakuxolela kwamhla ndakuBona entlango.
Ngaphezu kokukuxolela, ndiya ku&ongoza ukuBa
undinike imvume yoku&a u&e ngumfazi wam. Uthando
endandinalo kuwe alukatjhitjhi nakusasa nje. Yonke
imigudu endiyenzileyo ndiycnze kukutyhalwa luthando
endisenalo nangoku.

“Zonke iziphoso owazenzayo, ndiqinisekilc uku&a
wawusenziwa kukungazi uku&a ndikuthanda kangakanani
na. Andikuvuyeleli ku&a ukule meko ukuyo, qiniseka
Sithandwa, uku&a ndisaqhutywa lolo thando cndaBa
nalo kwa kuqala. Uya vuma ke, Nolizwe mntakwethu,
ukundamkela?” WaBuza watjho umfana.

“Owu, Buti! Yinto ni le kodwa undenza yona? Yinto ni
kodwa Buti, mntakwethu?” U&uze watjho lo mntwana
exakiwe yeyona nto angathetha yona.

“Akukho nto imbi ndikwenza yona TJhonyane, koko
ndicela imvume yakho ukuBa sitjhate.”

“Owu, Buti! NdinguBani na mna, ndilihlazo ndonkc
ndiphela nje, andisafanele konke ukwamkela isicelo
soBukhosikazi. Ndiyiyo intombi yolahleko. Ngenxa
yeenkani zam, endicinga uku&a ndiguqukile kuzo, kanga
ngokuzohlwaya endizohlwaya ngako, ndiziva ndinec-
ntloni yinto endiyiyo.”

“Nolizwe, andiBoni hlazo kuwe mna. Kuuphela yimpa-
zamo into oBuyenzile, yile ndikuxoleleyo kuyo,” utjhilo
umfana emjonge emehlweni lowo wayesecaleni kwakhe.

“Buti,” utjhilo omnye, “andizange ndiku&one nga-
phambili, namhla ndakubona, laa mhla naniye kucela
intombi ekhaya, andizange ndithaBathe ngqalelo.
Ndandingayinanze nakancinci into yo&ukho Benu ekhaya.
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Namhla nje ke ndiziva ndilula kakhulu wakuthi kum
ma ndikutha-tha-thandc. Ndandingazangc ndikuthande,
kuBa ndandingazange ndikwazi. Kodwa oko ndakujiya
eseheni lomthi, ndaba soloko ndicinga ngawe. Ukuha
uya lucela uthando Iwam ngencne, ndiya kunika ngo-
mphefumlo wam wonke,” utjho lo rantwana sel’ ehuye
waayinyhithilili ziinyemhezi.

“Ndiya vuya.”
Yaha ngaloo mazwana maBini kuuphela awaba

nokuthetha wona okaMagwadi. Eawolana.
Emva koku uvakele esithi uThembekile, “Ngomso

oku, ndiya kusa igama kwamFundisi,” encuma.
“Awu, Sithandwa sam! Kwaba kho umfundisi otjhatisa

abantwana ngaphandle kwemvume yabazali na ngoku
apha eluManyanweni ?” Ubuze watjho uNolizwe
emangaliswe sesi siquphe.

“Kaloku Sithandwa,” uphendule watjho omnye,
“izinto zazisezifeziwc zonke kwa nini. Usimka nje
sasise silinikiwe igama ngamaTJhonyanc asaba nakho
ukulisa kwamFundisi ngokungabi kho kwakho. Ngoku
ke ukho,” esancumile. Uyiguqule incoko uNolizwe
ngclithi, “Kukudala silapha nje Thembi, akulambile
kodwa ngoku?”

“Oko ndifumene wena Sithandwa, kuphelile ukulamba,
ukunxanwa nokudinwa. Ngoku ma siqalise umsebenzi
wethu wokufundisana ukuqhuba imoto,” utjhilo umfana.

“Yo! Avele phi ke ngoku amafutha ayo?” Ubuze
watjho uNolizwe ehleka.

“Be ndisenza elokugqibela icebo lokuba ndikufumane
Sithandwa. Amafutha wona ahleli ekho,” utjhilo nomnye
ehleka.

177



“Thembi, andiBoni mna ukuba ma si6e sichitha ixeja
ngokufundisa mna ukuqhuba. Xa ukwaziyo wena
kwanele. Akutjho wena?”

“Yitjho ubuye uphinde utjho, Sithandwa.”

ISIPHELO

A.P.B.
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