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EXTRACTS 

FROM THE LETTERS,· &c. 

AFTER having for many years apprehended it would be required 
of him, in the course of his religious duty, to pay n visit in gospel 
love to the British settlement.'! in Van Dieman's Land, New South 
Wales. and the south of Africa, James Backhouse, of York, 
obtained the concurrence of his Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, 
also that of the Yearly :Meeting of :Ministers and Elders, held in 
London, in the year 1831; and in the 9th month following, 
accompanied by George W. Walker, of Newcastle, he sailed from 
the Downs in the barque Science, \Villiam Saunders, master; a 
young man and woman were their companions in the cabin. The 
passengers in the steerage consisted of about sixty persons, most 
o_fwhom were Chelsea pensioner,-, who bad commuted their pen
sions for grants of land in Van Dieman's Land ; these, with the 
ship's crew, amounted to above eighty persons. • 

Soon after sailing J. B. writes thus: " Our steerage-passengers 
are a set of persons in whom mucl1 evil appears, and many of 
them have been much intoxicated since they got their allowance 
from government, but now that is spent they are becoming more 
quiet. When at the worst, they were not inattentive altogether 
to us, neither were they uncivil, though so much in bondage to the 
'Prince of the power of the air, the spirit that ruleth in the 
children of disobedience,' that we could not prevail upon them to 
abstain from strong drink ; we hope, before long, to get them 
settled into some regularity. A few are pleased to have tracts 
and books lent to them. \Ve have only once tried reading to 
them, and it was by no means a discouraging nttempt." 

1_831. 9th mo. 11 th. This afternoon the passengers and crew 
assembled on the quarter-deck, and G. Walker re.ad to them out 
of the 1st and 2nd chapters of Matthew. I afterwards addressed 
them on the object of the coming of Christ to "save his people 
from their sins," and exhorted them to seek, through repentance 
towards God, and faith in Christ, to know the great object of the 
coming of Christ, effected in themselves. A com,iderable feeling 
of rolemnity prevailed, and prayer was put up to the God of all 
grace for a prosperous voyage, and n hle~sing upon it, so that 
when our voyage is effected to the distan\,,,lnn~~© Ji'ch we are 
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set out, we may also know our voyage towards the kingdom of 
Heaven to have made progress, and be prepared to live to the 
glory of God during the remainder of our sojourn in this state of 
being. After we separated our company conducted themselves 
in an orderly manner, and many of them borrowed books of us, 
and spent their time in reading. In the afternoon I read the 
22nd Psalm to the passengers in the steerage, and spoke to them 
on the greatne~s of the love of God, in sending his Son into the 
world to save sinners, and of the greatness of the love of Christ 
in coming into the world to die for us, bearing our sins in bis own 
body on the cross, and sympathising with the state of forlorn, 
helpless sinners. These thing-s were pressed upon their attention 
as motives of incitement to the love of God, and as an encourage
ment to sinners to seek for mercy, as well as being grounds of 
condemnation to those who neglect to avail themselves of the 
mercy offered us in the Gospel. The attention of the company 
was also directed to the influence of the Holy Spirit, condemning 
for sin-, and bringing serious thoughtfulness over the mind; and 
encouragement was extended to them to cherish these feeling-s, 
ancl to come under the yoke of Christ, and to hear it so as to know 
it to be easy. These are a people on whom little labour has been 
bestowed, but whom the love of God is following. , 

A bout two weeks alter their embarkation, J. B.. observes, " It is 
a great comfort in our solitary situation, to be permitted to feel a 
little of that quiet and comfortable contentment which are merci
fully continued to us, as an evidence of our being in our ri~·ht 
allotment. For this unmerited favour my soul bows in humble 
reverence before the Most High, and ascribes unto Him who sit
teth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, glory and honour, 
thanksgiving and praise, and desires to do it for evermore. 

'' Last night was stormy, and we were in some danger: in our 
preservation we have great occasion to acknowledge the over
ruling hand of God, and to return Him thanks, belit!ving that ns 
He careth for the sparrows, He will also care for us. I was un
conscious of our danger, but though greatly tossed in my cot, my 
mind was mercifully preserved in calmness, feeling that peace 
with God through Jesus Christ our Lord, in which I could, with 
humble confidence, commit myself for life or death into His holy 
hand; yet when I rememlined how many we had on board, who 
by their cooquct and com·ersation proved their unfitness to d ic, 
I prayed to the Lord on retiring to rest to spare them a little 
longer, and still, in his long suffering, to follow them with the 
visitation of his mercy. 

"In the agreement for provision, an arrangement for the allow
ance of ardent spirits is a great evil ; our steerage-passengers 
have daily r, oi. each: some of them are so much excited by this 
quantity, as to become like deranged persons after having taken 
it, and others bein!! of more temperate habits, sell it to those who 
art! uot satisfied "ith tl1e <jUantity,_und t red t.r. 1ascrs thus ob-
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taining a double and e,·en treble supply, nre daily intoxicated. 
The greate~t part of their quarrels arbe when thus excited, and 
mol\! than one half of the cases of siekness which I ha,·e bad 
under mv ea!\! since I came on board, have arisen out of the use 
ofspiritll·, or have been aµgravated by it; and I nm daily more 
fully confirmed in the per,,uasion that the idea of spirits being 
nece!'sa.ry lo persons so situated is a mere infatuation. I have 
not seen a sin~le individual since we came out who I do not 
believe would have been really better \\ ithout them as regards 
their bodily health; and as regards religious welfare, nothing can 
he clt-arer than that the drinking of spirits renders the hearts of 
those that use them as' the way side:' if they have received any 
![ood impressions before, and appeared a little thoughtful, and 
any thir.g arise, after having taken their ( I nm ready to call it) 
infernal potion, you hear tbe most direful bla11phemies nnd decla
rations of disregard of God and man; expre~sions which my mind 
recoils with horror from the very recollection of, and their con
duct more fits them for a receptacle for maniacs than for th<' 
society of reasonable men. I do not mean to say that all thosu 
who become intoxicated become furious, some are good-naturedly 
foolish under the influence of strong drink, but many also who 
do not become evidently intoxicated lose much of their command 
orer themselrns, and become irascible and unreasonabl~, evidently 
subjec1 to Satan." 

Such was the state of these poor deluded creatures, that several 
times during the voyage J.B. thought it neces~ary to interpose in 
their quarrels, fearinl{ lest blood should be shed, but nevertheles,.:, 
with but little exception, and that chiefly arising from the rollin~ 
of the vessel, or from sicknes~, they were enabled to continue 
their daily reading of the Scriptures amongst them, and little 1U1 

~here was that was good in appearance, they were not altogether 
inattentive, and some of them seemed glad of the opportunity of 
purchasing Bibles at reduced price!!. 

IOth mo. 2nd. My companion and self had a season of com
fortable retirement on <leek, at the time the captain was reading 
the service of the church of England in the cabin. Though we 
now feel empty and poor, perhaps baptized into a sense of the 
sinfulness of many on board, and the lamentable indifference to 
the things belonging to the salvation of others, a feeling very 
different from that pressure of spirit under the sense of duty with 
re~ard to this voyage, which with a remarkable feeling of the love 
of God in Christ, almost constantly attended us for some time 
before we set out; yet through the continued extension of Divine 
mercy, we are enabled to learn "how to be abased, as well as bow 
to abound;" and under these deprei,sing sensations, are still con
strained to give God thanks, who has hithe1to enabled us in a 
good degree of patience to possess our souls. My faith ha"' !teen 
confirmt:<l by the passage in Exodus x. 26, udqresse by Mo~es 
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to Phamoh," We know not with what we must serve the Lord, 
until we come thither," and I have afresh felt the privilege of 
being brought into a state ofmin<l, willing to go out relying upon 
the openings of the Spirit, casting all care upon the Lord, know
ing that He careth for us, and believing that He will from day 
to day grant a sense of the duty he requires, and give ability to 
perform it. 

After mentioning some very trying circumstances which had 
taken place amongst the steerage-passengers, J.B. observes: "'Such 
scenes are very painful, but there seems scarcely a remedy for it, 
as some of them are in such a state of anarchy, that were it not 
that most of them are quietly disposed, the few turbulent ones 
would keep the ship in constant confusion. Whether we shall 
get into port without making some of them close prisoners is very 
uncertain. We keep up our reading amongst them twice a day, 
notwithstanding these things, and it is a comfort to the better 
part of them. The recollection of the comfort we felt after 
having engaged our passage on board this ship, is often a support 
to us." 

10th mo. 9th. (First day.) We had the. ship's company 
assembled as usual on deck twice, and after reading to them out 
of the Holy Scriptures, (an office which my companion mostly 
fulflls,) I spoke to them on the example of Christ in fulfilling the 
law of love, according to the saying "Jove is the fulfilling of the 
law," and compared ·'his meek example of suffering with the vin
dictive spirit exhibited by many of my auditors, who rail one 
against another, and blaspheme the Holy Name of God on the 
most trifling provocations. 0 tl)at the Lord would break forth 
amongst them, and dispel their darkness! 

A man who cast his bed overboard a few <lays ngo, to-dny cast 
liis cap, shoes, and stockings into the great deep, and had he 
not been forcibly prevented would probably have followed them 
himself. 

10th. Several pilot-fish appear to bear us company, they are 
about the size of mackerel, and are marked with alternate bands 
of n silvery hue and dark brown encircling the body of the latter 
colour, there are six bands on the body, and part of the head and 
tail are of the same dark colour. We observed also n sword-fish 
of cor.siderahle size following the ship, it might be about nine 
feet long. A number of thick dark-coloured fish about one and 
a half to two feet Jong were swimming close below our rudder. 
Several small dolphins were also swimming about, and some 
bonitas and numerous flying-fish (Eroiretus volitans) have been 
darting from the bosom of the deep, and making aerial excur
sions of various lengths, 80metimes more than one hundred 
yards: thP.y have a silvery appearance as they fly in the 
sunshine. 
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11th mo. 12th. John Salmon, from near Dungannon, Irt.>land, 
(an old man who bad been in declining health since he came oo 
board,) died about two o'clock this afternoon; he retaint>,d bis 
serene and grateful state of mind to the last, and a 11hort time 
before be died, on being informed that it was not likely he could 
live many hours, and inquired of if he felt peacefu) and comfort
al,le in the prospect of death, replied, that he felt very comfort
able; and on being asked if all bis hope was in Christ, be said, 
"0 yes, it had need." A few days ago, on expressing his thank
fulness to God for bis mercies, he said he never expected such 
friends to have been raised up to him as be had met with on 
board this ship, (alluding to little acts of kindness from the 
captain, who often sent him soup from the cabin, and to myself 
and companion, who often read the Scriptures to him, and spoke 
to bim on religious subjects,) and we felt it a comfort and a 
privilege to be permhted to contribute to the comfort of such a 
man. His poor widow feels her load much ; they had been mar
ried twenty-five years, and she had nuraed him with great dili
gence and affection. She says of him, that he was always a good 
nod kind husband to her, und diligent in his religious duties. 
Neither himself nor his wife could read. His conduct since he 
came on board has been such as Lecame an humble Christian, 
and his situation amongst a number who were swift to do evil 
was painful to him, but he bore it with patience. 

13th. This morning the remains of John Sa1mon were com
mitted to the deep. After his corpse had been washed and 
wrapped in a blanket, it was sewed up in a hammock, with three 
shots, each weighing l8lbs.; it was then brought upon the main 
.deck for the night, and the union-jack spread over it upon a 
hatch turned upside down. The widow and the wives of two of 
the steerage-passengers, who appeared to sympathise much with 
her, then came and sat down for an hour or two near the remains, 
where she intended to spend the night, but was persuaded to go 
below at bed-time. This morning the flag was hoisted, half-mast 
high, and about nine o'clock the sails were clued up and taken 
io, so as to lay the ship to (i. e. to make her still upon the waters.) 
The corpse was then brought upon the quarter-deck upon the 
hatch, and placed u'pon a chest, the feet being even with the 
ship's side. The ship's company seated themselves upon the 
hen.coop around the quarter-deck, and the captain proceeded to 
read the funeral service, 1md when he came tQ the words," Com
mit the remains &c. to the deep," the men who were stationed 
near the corpse removed the union-jack and raised the head of 
the hatch, and launched the corpse over the i.hip'11 side into the 
ocean, in which it instantly sunk. At this moment a cry of 
distress burst from the poor widow, who was seated on a chair 
near the mizen mast, betwixt one of lhe men's wives and myself; 
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she soon became collected again, and the captain proceeded in 
reading the service, in doing which be was so much affected as 
to be under the necessity of making several short pauses in order 
to recover himself; he afterwards addressed a few words to the 
company, on the folly of wasting their lives in riot and excess. 
After he had done I pressed on their attention the exhortation, 
"Watch and be sober," and recommended them to keep under 
the solemn impressions which had been made upon their minds, 
by a death having occurred amongst them, and to guard against 
being ensnared by liquor, lest they should lose the benefit of 
considering their own latter ends whilst under serious impres
sions. 

The opportunity was a solemn one, and this advice was well 
received, but not altogether acted upon, as we had one painful 
instance of a man being intoxicated at the time of our afternoon 
reading, who had been more thoughtful for some weeks past than 
formerly. 

llth mo. 16th. We have seen an albatross frequently sailing 
about, as its flight on its long and almost motionless wings may 
be termed. The expansion of the wings of this noble bird from 
tip to tip is often nine feet: its length from the extremity of its 
beak to the tip of its tail, three feet; its colour on the upper side 
is yellowish brown, the tips of its wings are darker, and the under 
side whitish. A bird about the size of a gull, with a forked tail, 
the outside feathers of which were so close as to look almost like 
one feather, flew about the ship a few times in the afternoon; it 
had much motion in its wings; and there were flying over our 
wake some birds the size of pigeons, the backs, heads, and beaks 
of which were dark, the throats and bellies white; they were 
probably gulimots. We are within a few degrees of Tristan de 
Cunha, from whence these birds probably come. 

23rd. This morning we were roused from the breakfast-table 
by the announcement of two large whales being alongside of us; 
they were swimming very leisurely along, often spouting, and 
sometimes rolling over, or exhibiting their enormous tails in the 
air: there were many barnacles ahout their heads; they appeared 
to be of the same species as the Norway whales. There were a 
number of others within sight in the course of the day. Soon 
after a shoal of small fish was observed, they were not bigger 
than sprats, probably they would become food for the monsters 
of the deep. 

25th. A whale arose to the surface, close aloni::-side the ship, 
and attracted our attention by the snorting noise it made in 
blowing, a noise much resembling that made by the escape of 
steam from the boiler of a steam-engine. The near view of these 
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enormous animals rising majestically to the surface of the ocean, 
and spouting clouds of spray, whilst the water is pouring off their 
ample sides, is very interesting. 

On the evening of the 2nd of 12th month they came in sight 
of the coast of South Africa, about forty-eight miles north of the 
Cape of Good Hope, and on the sixth landed at Cape Town, 
where they were kindly received by Dr. Philip and others con
nected with the London Missionary Society. They were detained 
at Cape Town ten days. J. I3. and his companion visited the 
schools and other public institutions, and before leaving C11pe 
Town they had the satisfaction of attending a meeting of the 
Temperance Society which was convened on their account, it 
being the first public meeting of the kind held there. They also 
distributed some books and tracts, and left a considerable quan
tity for distribution after their departure. 

"Thus," be remarks," we can acknowledge the goodness and 
mercy of our Heavenly Father in opening a door for us, and in 
leading us in the way of many kind Christian friends." 

"On the ~th of 12th month we came on board the Science. \Ve 
left our kind friends at the Cape with feelings of great interest, 
heartily desiring their prosperity and preservation, and that to 
those already engaged in the field of Christian and benevolent 
labour many more may be added, in order that the good work 
begun in the colony may go forward, to the glory of God and the 
pt"&Ce of those who are engaged in it. Dr. Philip is very anxious 
that Infant Schools should be established among the native tribes 
of Africa, and that our Society should take a prominent part in 
this work, as he considers the views of Friends well adapted to 
the state both of the native and civilized population of the 
colony." 

On the 18th J.B. writes," We are again out of sight of land, 
which I am not sorry fo.r, because whilst that is in view its ap
pearance is so attractive, that it keeps us unsettled; and also, in 
a gale of wind we seem less exposed to danger in the open sea. 
This morning was calm, but about noon a breeze struck up which 
became strong toward night." 

19th. The breeze of last evening increased to a gale which 
has continued through the day, and being in the act of crossing 
L'Agultras Bank, which runs out from the southernmost point of 
Africa, we find the sea very high. In our steerage the passengers 
"·ere very quiet, most of them remaining in their beds: they did 
not speak of fear, but seemed glad when I read to them, and lent 
an ear with an appearance of feeling when I pleaded with them 
on the uncertainty of life, and on the power of Him whom the 
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winds and the sea obey, who could with one increased puff of his 
strong wind upset our frail bark, and send us all at once into 
eternity. It is surprising, when custom has taken away the ner
vous excitement occasioned at first by the rolling of the ship, 
how little the mind recognizes danger under such circumstances, 
and " how thoughtless still the thoughtless seem." For my own 
part I enjoyed the spectacle, but the recollection that He who 
rules over all these things is our Father, merciful and kind, and 
that He remembers us for good, seemed necessary to the enjoy
ment, and a knowledge that such scenes were often a prelude of 
a summons to the bar of eternal judgment, rendered it a time of 
deep searching of heart, and it was one in which self was abased 
under a sense of its own nothingness, and in which there wns 
mercifully granted a capacity to trust in Jesus for mercy. 'fhe 
next morning the wind was less boisterous, and the sea not so high. 

On the 2oth of 12th month our company on the quarter-deck 
amounted to about seventy persons, including the captain, sea
men, cabin and steerage-passengers. The day was calm, and 
though tar from land, we found it quite as warm as was pleasant, 
when assembled under the open canopy of heaven. We bad 
nlso a much larger attendance for worship than usual, in the 
nfternoon. Though nothing of true conversion yet appears 
amongst these people, there is evidently an increased regard for 
the law of the Lord respecting conduct, 110 that we have reason 
to believe that our labour is not in vain in the Lord, and we 
endeavour to hold up the necessity of" repentance toward God, 
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ," as the only ground of 
salvation; and our prayer is, that the Lord in his mercy may 
open their heart.a to receive his gospel. 

12th mo. 31st. On looking back over the past year I have to 
acknowledge that goodness and mercy have followed me, and 
that the Lord's band has been marvellously revealed in pointing 
out my way, and opening it before me; but I am deeply seni;ible 
also of many haltings, backslidings, and revoltinbrs, which have 
in unspeakable mercy been healed through Christ my Redeemer. 
Oh! that the next year may be marked by more unreserved 
dedication and obedience to my Great Master, and that all things 
may be done to His glory, for to Him all glory belongs. As to 
the passengers on board this ship, there are increasing indications 
of good amongst them, though nothing very striking individually. 
,ve have ofLen a powerful sense of the Lord's presence with us 
in pleading with them; fifteen of them applied yesterday for the 
loan of religious books. My companion has also several times 
lately felt himself constrained to address them, and has done so, 
much to my comfort; and our prayers, both for them and with 
them, are, that the Lord may in his mercy pour out his Spirit 
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upon them, and lead them with true repentance to seek Him 
through the blood of his beloved Son. Since we left the Cape 
there has been much less of evident evil amongst them than 
before; we have, in addition to our other employment, (alluding 
to the office of surgeon, which J.B. had undertaken from the 
commencement of the voyage, there not being any one in that 
capacity on boanl,) agreed to teach five of their children, finding 
their parents did it so very inefficiently. 

1832. 1st mo. I 7th. The day very squally, and the wind high, 
the sun shone brightly at intervals during the day, and the moon 
during the night, and we had fine specimens both of solar and 
lunar rainbows, the former a splendidly coloured semicircle, the 
latter a large segment of a circle, of a pale colour. I am a little 
disappointed in the appearance of the moon and stars in the 
southern hemisphere : perhaps they are a little more brilliant 
than we generally see them in England, but I think on some fine 
frosty nights I have seen them almost, if not quite as bright. 
Tbe "Ship" is a fine constellation, but not very strikingly finer 
than the stars in some of those of the northern hemisphere. The 
appearance of those we see in our native land being reversed, is 
1.triking, particularly "Orion," having the head toward the horizon, 
and the feet toward the zenith. 

On the 19th they were within the longitude of Australia, though 
a few degrees southward of it. 

On the 22nd, the first day of the week, the weather was calm, 
bot too cold to assemble the passengers on the quarter-deck, but 
thinking it probable that:this might be the last first-day which 
tbey should spend on board, J.B. took the opportunity of giving 
some counsel on the subject of conduct, and the right use of the 
means of edification, and of urging the importance of these things 
for practice on shore; particularly the regular attendance of a 
place of worship, the daily reading of the Holy Scriptures at a 
specific time and in the family collectively, where such exist, in 
addition to private and casual reading, the remembrance of God 
with thankfulness for his bounties at me.i.1-times, the prnctice of 
reflecting on our spiritual wants and on our many mercies, and 
of praying and giving thanks under a sense of these on arising 
and retiring to rest, in addition to secret prayer, whensoever, 
during the night or day, there he a sense of wanL 

"These things,~ J.B. says, "I pressed upon them as being cal
culated to counteract the operntion of the corruption of our fallen 
nature, which is prone constantly to forget the things which 
belong to salvation, and as bringing us so frequently every day 
into the remembrance of God aud of ourselves, whilst those who 
seldom think of these things are not much concerned about doing 
them, and are like unto a man 'beholding his natural face in a 
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glass, for he heholdeth himself, nnd goeth his way, and straight
way forgetteth what manner of man he was.'•· 

2ith. Having for some time past apprehended it woul<l ue in 
the line of our relig-ious duty to take opportunities with our 
steerag-e-passengers separately, in order to convey counsel t<> 
them, I this morning mentioned the subject to my companion, 
and finding that he was also wishing for more select interviews 
with them, we mentioned the matter to Captain Saunders, who 
readily consented to their being invited into my cabin one by 
one, except in cases of mnrried persons. \Vith this, to me, formi
dable engagement, we made some' progress in the course of the 
day; in addition to our morning and evening reading with then1 
collectivelv, we had inter\'iews with ten men, and we had cause 
for thnnkl'ulness in having given up to this work. 

28th. \Ve proceeded with our interviews with the stecra~e
passengers. In the course of conversation with them, seVt_'ral 
have lamented the drunken practices into which they had fallt>n 
when in the army, and by which they have been dri\'en out frorn 
the society. of the sober and orderly part of the community. One 
wept bitterly whilst he lamented his misconduct in gi1·ing way to 
licentiousness, by which he had become so blinded as to leave 
a comfortable home and sullicient income by hone!'t industry. 
Another mentioned that he had had many narrow escapes, aud 
acknowledged the goodness of the Lord in not cutting him off in 
the midst of his sins; but still he had gone on in gr<'at thoug-ht
lessness, and had often got intoxicated, but now he hoped to be 
preserved from this vice; he had begun to pray to God nig-ht 
and morning- as he laid in his hammock. This we 11ere infornH!d 
by some otheri; was also become their prnctice, and there appear8 
amongst them something of a beginning, like the Prodigal Son, 
to remember their Father'8 house, One said he wondered how 
the ship had been permitted to come across the ocean fur the 
wickedness committed in it, but did not seem to cla.~s his own 
drunkenness wilh this wickedness. How easy it is to see the 
faults of others and to overlook our own. The.scenes of sin and 
the misery of it, that these men describe as having been witnesses 
to, far exceed what I apprehend persons who have been brought 
up soberly and carefully have nny idea of, yet tlwy all agreed 
that they never saw such a continued scene of di~order 118 on 
board this ship. They each blame the general mi~condnct, and 
few of them seem aware how mneh they have individually con
tributed to this, when under the excitement of li<1uor or passion. 
Some of them acknowledge that our daily reading- has been the 
means of interrupting much quarrelling and other sins, which 
have not again been resumed, and that bad as things have been 
they, would have been much worse without it; they speak of the 
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time we have been amongst them when rending, as that only in 
i.hich they have had any comfort, and say a few had a wish to 
prevent our going down amongst them : this we were aware of, 
but we hare some reason to believe that amongst these there are 
now those who are glad to see us, and to listen to our exhorta
tion. These interviews give us a little view of the best side of 
these poor creatures, of whom we have been accustomed to see 
the worst, and for this we have reason " to thank God and take 
courage." A few of them have refused to meet us, but most 
have appeared glad of the invitation; and these interviews have 
afforded us opportunities of extending variety of counsel, and 
of supplying those who stood in need with Bibles. We have 
been permitted to see a little of the fruits of our labour for our 
encouragement, and we desire to render all the praise and glory 
to God, through Christ Jesus our Lord, being conscious that in 
this also we are unprofitable servants, having done only what it 
"'as our duty to do. 

On the 30th we concluded oJr individual engagements with 
the st.eerage-pa.-;sengers, and commenced in a similar way with 
the crew of the ship; and on the 3rd of 2d month we finished 
these ,isits, having had interviews also with our fellow-passen
\!eTI!, w no received the counsel we had to communicate very agree
ably. We have cause to be very thankful that we engaged in 
this work, and that strength has been granted us to go through 
With it. 

As they approached Van Dieman's Land they observed several 
varieties of fine i;ea-birds, as the albatross, petrel, various species 
of divers, gannets, &c., also whales, sharks, porpoises, &c. 

2nd ruo. 4th. This morning brought U!:1 in E<ight of Van Die
man's Lund, but from the S. E. direction of the wind we made it 
about opposite to Port Davey, to the north of Southwest Cape. 

The coast on this side is mountainous, in features reminding 
us of the north front of the Cleveland-hills of Yorkshire. \Ve 
?bserved a brig to the northward of us, and also a small sail. It 
1s the first time we·have seen either land or sail for fifty days, 
but we have become so accustomed to the solitude of the ocean, 
ns to feel quite reconciled to it, and at home upon its bosom. 
The mountains are rugged and barren, the herbage upon them 
look, as brown as an English fell covered with heath; there is no 
appearance of stratification in the rocks or in the mountains, some 
or the highest of the latter may be three or four thousand feet, and 
app~r through a telescope to be of massive stone, the colour of 
pum1ce-11tone. It was sufficiently warm for us to asisemble on 

1be quarter-deck for reading this morning, but our proximity to 
_and, and the catching of sharks, one of which was handed up 
.IVst ns we sat uown, occasioned too much excitement to allow of 
our cum1>anv beincr in a verv settled state: irrth ~moon we 
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read between decks, but a degree of excitement prevailed there 
also; yet under these unfavourable circumstances we were not 
without the evidence of tbe love and mercy of our Heavenly 
Father; and in our silent sitting by OUl"ljClves we were peculiarly 
favoured in feeling the Lord to be our strength. In the prospect 
of soon being in another field of labour, I think I never under
stood in the same degree what to trust in the Lord meant, nor 
the privilege of feeling our own weakness and helplessness, so as 
to be brought to this trust in Him, and in it to feel the full 
assurance of faith. 

2nd mo. 6th. During the night we made the south of Van 
Dieman's Land, and are becalmed; the sea is again dark blue, 
numbers of jelly-fish are floating around us; three large gram. 
puses came close up to the ship; in blowing they make a snorting 
noise,· but do not eject water, like some others of the whale tribe. 
The weather has become comfortably warm. l\Iost of the steer
age-passengers were below when we read to tbem this evening, 
and il' was like a parting opportunity. \Ve were enabled afresh 
to set forth to them the doctrine of redemption throug-h Christ 
the Lord, and the efficacy of faith in the grace of God, by which 
this is brought home to the heart, effecting salvation. 'l'o God 
and his grace we commended them in the words of the apostle 
Paul, (Acts, xx. 32,) and it seems to me that we have not much 
more to do with these people, of whom it is a blessing to feel 
clear. 

2nd mo. 7th. A breeze this morning- brought us toward our 
port; we pru;,,ed a few miles to the southw;ird of the 1\lew-Stone, 
a rock of a conical form and large size, uhf)ut ten miles from the 
shore. As we drew near the land we obsL'l'ved i,ome pntche8 of 
snow on a high mountain near South Cape. 'l'asman's Head 
is fronted by 1ievernl small islands and conical rocks projecting to 
a short distance into the ocean, which mny be here considered 
the Pacific. 

2nd mo. Rth. \Yith a fine breeze we entered the Derwent, and 
took in a pilot at a short distance from Hobarton, where we came 
to anchor about eight o'clock in the morning, thankful to the 
G rent Preserver of men for having brought us safely over the 
great deep, and praying Him, in the name of His beloved Son, 
to continue His preserving care over us, and to enable us to go 
in and out acceptably before Him. Hobnrton stands on the 
Derwent, the sides of which are hilly, most of them covered with 
wood; near to Hobarton are several cultivated patches, which 
look very lively amongst the wood, the foliage of whicb appears 
scar to an English eye. Several persons soon came on board to 
enquire what intelligence we had brought frum Eni.:-land, nmon:::-i;t 
them William Wilson, to whom our cap ·-0 con igncd the ship. 
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We had a letter of introduction to him: we foond him a very 
agreeable man, and willing to afford U!:1 any assistance in his 
power. He introduced us to the governor, to whom we delivered 
the letter kindly furnished to us by Lord Goderich, recommend
ing us to his protection, and requesting him to forward our object 
so far as he could consistently with the public good. We were 
much pleased with our inteniew with Lieutenant-Governor 
Arthur; his conversation proves him to be a Christian, not merely 
in theory; the interest he takes in the moral and religious im
provement of the colonists, and of the convicts and aborigines of 
the country is very gratifying. He says, that he is convinced that 
coercive measures are ineffectual in the moral reformation of the 
convicts, unless their minds be operated upon by religious in
struction, so as to produce a change of principle. ( )f the true 
state of the aborigines he said he had known little till of late ; 
he now foond they were of several tribes, or, as they call them
selves, mobs, hostile to one another, and constantly destroying 
one another; by this means, and the treatment of the colonists, 
they have become few in number. They have been considered 
the most degraded class of savages, and the least capable of being 
influenced by kindness; he had wished this influence of kindness 
to be fully tried upon them, and at length a person had suc
ceeded in conciliating a number of them, who had come with him 
through the settled part of the country to Hobarton, to go to an 
island where they are desirous of forming a missionary settle
ment, and they are very anxious to obtain labourers both amongst 
these und the convicts. The governor assured us that in the 
furtherance of these or any other objects for the promotion of the 
moral or religious welfare of the colony, we should have every 
facility granted us. Here again, in the mercy or God, an open 
door seems to be set before us; and oh! that He who has thuFl 
ordained it may also in His goodness give us strength and wisdom 
to enter in and to labour to his own glory. 

2nd mo. 9th. This morning we received a visit from John 
Leach, a young man who came out from Bradford in Yorkshire 
as a missionary, and who thinks it right to snpport himself by 
working at his business; he is a cabinet-maker; he told us that 
he could readily support himself by working three days in a 
week, so as to devote the rest of bis time to religious purposes : 
be originally came out to Swan River . 

.About this date J.B. mentions having some conversation with 
several respectable persons on the state of the aborigines, whose 
situation excited much interest ; the irritation which has caused 
them to murder several of the white population appears to be a 
general cause of regret; they have been much driven toward the 
Hampshire Hills of late, by the increase of settlers in other parts, 
who have occupied the lands on which they formerly hunted 
langaroos, &c., and who have chased awav f'r,m th • eJleighbour-
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hood these native inhabitants of lAe soil. Those of the aborigines 
who are taken are sent to a settlement formed for thern on Great 
Island, in Ba..sse's Straits. "It is a satisfaction to find a feeling 
existing towards these unhappy inhabitants of the wild, disposed 
to listen to suggestions for their amelioration, and for attempting 
their civilization; into this scale we have attempted to throw a 
little weight, by holding up what has been effected in South 
Africa and other parts of the world, through the means of reli
gious and moral instruction, under circumstances not much more 
favourable. \Ve were informed by G. A. Robinson, a serious 
and benevolent man, who, under an apprehension of religious 
duty, had endeavoured to get the aborigiues of the colony settled, 
and had travelled among them for about three years, and had 
made himself acquainted with their language, which consists at 
least of four dialects, that great animosity prevailed between 
them and the settlers, caused by mutual acts of cruelty: amongst 
themselves the natives manifest much kindness; they are observ
ant of the works of creatiop, they have names for the various 
species of shells, and for the trees, plants, and animals on the 
land; they divide the stars into constellations, which they name 
after various animals. They have a moral perception of right 
and wrong, and believe in the existence of good and evil spirits. 
In the use of their weapons they are very dexterous, and it is 
probable that this renders them insensible to the want of better 
ones, or rather of such as the inhabitants of civilized nations 
would require to accomplish the same ends, and this has been 
urged as a proof of their defective capacity. It is a question of 
doubt whether any act of the natives is to be compared with the 
cruelty of the martial-law of the colony against them, by which 
they are liable to be shot, on being seen by the colonists, without 
their having any aspect of outrage at the time; the proclamation 
of the governor, however, stron~ly recommends kindness towards 
them, rather than the exercise of this power. Unless some person 
can be found to settle amongst them as a missionary, a main 
wheel will be wanting in the machinery for their improvement, 
and without this be supplied from some quarter, it is to be feared 
that the benevolent intentions of the governor and others inte
rested in promoting their welfare may be frustrated." 

On the first day, 12th of 2nd mo., J.B. and his companion 
accepted an invitation to take tea at the governor's, Colonel ~lac 
Arthur, who conversed with them on several interesting subjects. 
particularly on the good effects of religious instruction upon the 
convicts, exemplified upon the more desperate class of them; 
adding that at Macquarie Harbour, there is a general improve
ment, and about twenty have become reformed within a few years. 
During the evening the whole of the family, including the ser
vants, were assembled, and J.B., at the governor's request, read 
some portions of Scripture, after which, h remaljks, "A solemn 
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silence prevailed," at the conclusion of which he was engaged 
both in mini~try an<l prayer. 

l~th. We went to the little vessel, (the Elizabeth,) which ar
rived yesterday from the hie of Desolation, and afterwards 
received a visit from the captain, whose name is Pattison; he is 
a native of Hanover, but brought up in England. 

The Betsey and Sophia was out on a whaling expedition, and 
had gone to this island to take a kind of seal called the sea-ele
phant; she had nearly completed her cargo from the blubber of 
this animal and the black whale, and was coming out of one of 
the bays, when she unshipped her rudder, and in spite of all 
exertions went to leeward upon the rocks, and became a wreck; 
she sailed from London on the 4th of the 6th month, J 831. They 
sued the papers and stores, which latter were calculated to serve 
them four months, but calculating upon the uncertainty of 
escaping for a long time from these inhospitable shores, they im
mediately took to a scanty allowance of 2lbs. of biscuit per man 
per week, and a piece of pork, weighing about 4lhs. per week for 
the whole nineteen men, two of whom they brought from Prince 
Edward'~ Island, where they had been left by the capt_ain of 
another ship; they ate the flesh of sea-elephants, and of birds, 
w_hich they shot or dug out of their holes, (the latter they call 
mght-hawks) to supply the deficiency in other food. They were 
wrecked on the 16th of 3rd mo. 18.'H, and after they had been on 
the island about a month they began to build their little vessel, 
which they named "The Liberty," and fourteen of them sailed in 
it on the 12th of the 12th mo. Their sufferings made many of 
them thoughtful, and they kept up religious service on board : 
they sailed in about the latitude of 44 S., and had plenty of 
wind; three times they had heavy gales, but their little bark, 
which has one mast, and is about t"·enty tons bur<len, rode wdl 
over the billows, so that they shipped no seas, and they reached 
Macquarie Harbour, on the west coast of this island, when they 
had only 6lbs. of biscuit left. It was late when th~ entered 
Macquarie Harbour, when a boat was sent off for the captain, it 
being a penal settlement none but government-ships are allowed 
lo proceed up it, except in cases of distress; it wru; night when 
he arrived at the establishment on Sarah's Island, and the com
mandant was in hed, he therefore remained till morning before 
seeing him, being furnished with comfortable accommodation, 
and when he a1Voke and found himsdf in a house, he said it was 
long before he could realize his situation, or be sure that he was 
not dreaming. The commandant trcnted this crew, which had 
been so providentially delivered from the jnws of death, with 
great kindness, and tlie pious minister there, J. Schofield, had 
them to join their company in the chapel, where he addressed 
them so mo-ingly that the hardy sailor says, "there was hardly 
any body tt:ere that did not cry;" then they s od in reat neecl, 
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and a plentiful supply of provisions was afforded them, including 
veg-etables; and they sailed from Macquarie Harbour at the time 
we were within !iight of the coast; we have no doubt but a small 
sail which we saw on the 4th inst. in the northern horizon, 
was this little vessel. They put into Port Davy, and were be
calmed, and have since madt: their way along the coast, and ha\'e 
been favoured to arrive here in good health. The five men whom 
they left on the island "·ere afraid to come in the Liberty, they 
therefore divided tht:ir provision and ammunition with them, uncl 
it is understood that means will be taken by Government to bring 
them away. • 

16th. \Ye met on board the Elizabeth in company with Cap
tain Foster, lllld witnessed the examination of part of the convicts; 
a variety of questions were put to them in the presence of the 
principal Superintendent of convicts, such as the crime for which 
they were sentenced for transportation, the number of times they 
had been previously apprehended, the camws of their apprehension, 
and the punishment they received, the 1-tate of their families, 
what their parents were, whether they could read or write, tht!ir 
occupations, &c. of which a record is kept. The Gon~rnment was 
already in possession of information on many of these ~ubjects 
previously, but it often elicits further partieulars after their arrival 
here. The convicts are assigned as servants to the colonists, and 
the vacancies which have been occasioned by their having ob
tained tickets of leave, are first supplied, and the rest of them as
signed to the service of such other persons as apply for them, except 
in case of second transportation, when they are mostly sent to a 
penal settlement. 

In the present instance a man was brought out a second tin1e, 
but on account of his having behaved himself well on the voyage, 
and some .other circumstances in his favour, he was ordered by 
the Governor into a chain-gang, where, if he conLinue to improve, 
he will he assigned to private service after u certain time. ,ve 
accompanied Dr. l\Iurtin, tbe surg·eon who came out ~ith them, 
over the ship, which he had kept so clean and well ventilated, 
that it was perfectly fwe from unpleasant smell, though the p1·i
soners (220 in number) slept in her last ni~ht. 

The boys are iseparated from the men, and a system of discipline 
and instruction is pursued amongst them, which is attended with 
very pleasing results. Some of the eonvict<i were employed by 
the Doctor as assistants and monitors; out of 120 of the prisoners, 
76 could not read, and many of them seemed ne\·er to have had 
any care bestowed upon them before; the discipline and instruc
tion pursued, brought mmiy of them forward, so that they learned 
to read and wriLe, and improved in their conduct upon the passage. 

Dr. Martin's system of cfr.,ei pline does not ex elude corporal pun
ishment in extreme cases; but it unites firmness with kindness, 
and such an oppeal to their cr,nvictions, as brings the sense of j us
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t!ce with the exercise of coercion. Those of good behaviour, par
ticularly the boys, were encouraged with a reward of being al
lowed a litLle more time on deck. I was much gratified with the 
inspection oftbis ship: it has in no degree diminished the interest 
I have felt for this degraded part of the human family : nnd I 
t~~ught it very evident, how useful persons coming out under re
hi,11ous impreS8ions might be, in assisting tlie surgeons in the dis
charge of the important duties that devolve upon them in con
vict vessels: on my mentioning this to Dr. Martin, he said he 
should have been very glad of such help;, and I apprehend such 
~ould be the general feeling of the surgeons employed in this ser
vice. It is impracticable for them personally to superintend the 
adults and the boys at the snme time, when they are confined in 
separate places. ~ 

I 

20th. This morning we went to the gaol to see the convicts from 
on board the Elizabeth examined by the Governor, who spoke to 
several of them individually ; he alluded to the degra<h-d st1lte 
into which they had brought themsel ve,i by their crime~, and gave 
t~em counsel regarding their future conduct, wnrnin~ them par
ucularly against the influence of bad company, and of drunkennes~·. 
Afterthe Governor had concluded,I begged leave to8ay a few word1,, 
and my request WII.S very readily granted. I endeavoured to en
force what the Governor had said, by pointing out its bearing· upon 
their immortal interests; and I also directed their attention to their 
own experience, as to the cam;e of the sins for which they stood 
convicted before a human tribunal, and of many others, of which 
they were guilty in the sight of God, at whose judgmeut-seat they 
must all stand. This cause I suggested to them, was their neglect
ing to confer with their own consciences, and I recommended 
them to the daily exf'rcilse of this duty, that they might know their 
need of the help of the Holy Spirit, to resist sin, and of the atone
ment of a Saviour for pardon, and be prepared to pray for help 
and pardon in the name· of Jesus,who came to save men from their 
sins, not i" them. In order to keep these things in remembrance, 
I recommended them to read their Bibles daily. 

21sL In the course of this day we sent off parcels of books and 
tracts to the penal settlement at Macquarie Harbour, and Port 
Arthur, and prepared others for that at Mario. Island. \Ve also 
sent off a parcel for the use of the persons employed at the abo
riginal settlement on Great Island. At Macquarie Harbour, 
Willi.i.m Schofield, a \Vesleyan Missionary is stationed: he is 
from Bradford, Yorkshiui, and has been instrumental of much 
good. At Port Arthur, a man who has been a convict nets as Cate
chist: at Maria Island the ritsident surgeon acts in this capncity : 
there is no ,person as religious teacher, either at the aborig-inal 
establishment on Great Island, or amongst the sealers at Gun
carriage Island. In all these places we were informed that books 
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and tracts would be very acceptable, and Captniu Bateman offered 
to convey them thither. 

22nd. In the course of the day I waited upon Lieutenant
Governor Arthur, to inform him that I now felt desirous to obtain 
some interviews with the prisoner part of the population ; for 
effecting which he immediately took steps, having himself, some 
days ago, told me he was anxious tu get me to work among-st 
them. 

2-Hh. \Ye put into circulation some tracts, and presented some 
!'ets of Temperance traets to the assistant Colonial Chaplain, .James 
Norman, and abo to Captain Boyd. There appear,; a disposition 
to take up the subject of Temperance :-,ocieties here, und they are 
certainly much wanted. The population is said to be 2~,0tJO, and 
the revenue arising from duty on spirits is £:Hi,000. 

26th. This mornin~ Lieutenant-Governor Arthur kindlv sent 
a horse and cl1aisc tr~ eunvey us to Bridg-ewater, a place wi1ere a 
chain-gang· is stationed: lw also sent a servant to arcompany us, 
and !{ave us a letter of introduction to Lieutenant Croly, who is 
placed over these prisoners. The chain-gang- consists of con
si,derably more than a hundred convicts. \Ve were rl'ceivcd with 
great ki~1dness by Lieutenant Crnly, who paid us every attention: 
lie had the prisnDers mustered in the ~·ard of the barracks, and 
G. \V. \Val ker n•ad to tlwm the IOth chapter of ~latthew, after 
which I addressed them at ,;ome length, all(l before parting from 
them was engaged in prayer on their behalf: we also distributed 
some tracts among them. After partaking of the hospitality of 
Lieutenant Croly, we returned to Huharton. 

2ith. \Ye made some calls, and left some of the tracts of the 
'fempernnce Society with several persons of influence, hl'ing- de
sirous ofinteresting· them on this subject. As we walked on the 
road, here and there we found an assigned convict at work upon 
it, tow horn we gave a few tracts; many of them are unable to read. 

29th. James Backhouse and his companion walked to New 
Norfolk, a country town, about 22 miles distant, and on their way 
called on many of the country peoplL, and distributed tract,;·; 
they met with many pious persons. \Vhibt at Xew Norfolk they 
visited the hospital and gaol. Jn the vicinity of this town they ob
served many very fine trees and shrubs; of these the g-um-tree 
may he particul~rise'cl, some measuring upwards of fifteen feet in 
circumference and one hundred feet high, perfectly straight, and 
for more than half their height cl,~an and free from branches; they 
saw also many heuutiful birds of the parrot kind, a fleck of about 
forty cockatoo,. flew over them; they frequently observed opossums 
and kangaroos sporting about. 
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3rd mo. 4th. \Ve sat down for worship t11ice in the course of 
the day in our parlour by oun;elves, and were favoured to feel the 
comfort of the Holy Ghost, in seeking access to God the Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. After breakfast, before the tnhle 
is cleart'd, we daily read in the Holy Scripturei, with the young 
men, who also are boarders in the house; we generally take our 
meals at the same ta hie with them. In the evening we fre<flrently 
have the company of our hostess, and several other personi, of her 
household, in our sitting-room whilst reading the sacred volume. 

6th. \Ve accompanied the Governor to the old Orphan-school, 
which consists of temporary building!< of very humble structtire: 
it contains about eig-hty hoys, many of whom are too young for 
any thing but an Infant School : accommodation for the juvenile 
class is intended to be provided in a new huilding, which is de
signed to accommodate six hundred children. 

On the 7th of the 3rd month, our fri.,nds again left Ilobarton 
on a second visit to New Norfolk, Hamilton, &c., and returned to 
Hobarton on the 20th. During this 8hort journey they visited 
many families of settlers remotely situated, among~t whom they 
had some religious service. 

8th. In the afternoon we went to visit a gm·ernment-school nt 
the Back RiYer, the setllem«:nt 011 the opposite side oft he Der
went to New Norfolk. It is conducted hv an hone~t Scotch Pres
byterian, who appears to do his best to in~truct the children. \Ve 
heard them read the 1st chapter of John, and a~ked them a few 
questions: they were unable to inform us who " The \Vord'" was; 
this led to some conver1;ation with the master, by which we found 
they were chiefly questioned out of the cati.•chi~m; we pointed 
out to him the advantage of questioning- them nut of the Scrip
tures also, in order that it might be ascertained how far the chil
dren understoo'1 what they read, and that their misconceptions 
might be corrected; he took our remarks in good part; we gal'e 
him one of the compendious Reports of the British and Foreign 
School Society, an'1 presented each of hi'> pupils with one of the 
little books, printed at Birmingham; which we find very accept• 
able presents to children. 

18th. (First-day.) After mentioning holding- their meetings 
as usual, the Journal relates, that our friends were engaged in tlie 
evening in visiting a family, where the pious head vf' it, was in 
the practice of assembling her assigned servants, and some of the 
80ldiers from the hut on her premises on First-day e,·ening, when 
her son generally reads to them a portion of scripture, 11 prayer, 
and a sermon. "On this occasion," J. B. savs," l was invited 
to read, which l accepted, and read in ti,e Bible, and afterwards 
had an open opportunity to speak to them oJ'-:! i v' el.y thing~, and 
t . •~ D1g1t1zed by '--' 
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20th. We fell in with the principnl of the inrnlid roncl-gnng, 
about two miles before we reached their huts nt Deep Gulley. 
They were nt work on the rond, nt the side of which their overseer 
soon mustered them, nnd we hnd n religious opportunity with 
them. We then proceeded to their huts, in one of which about a 
dozen of them were collected by another of their overseers; and 
we hnd a similnr interview with them. About a mile from New 
Norfolk we visited inn hut by the road-side, the remaining detach
ment of the Deep Gulley rond-gnng. In each of these opportu
uities we found it our pince to point out the end of our being, 
nnd the necessity of being horn again by the Spirit, through con
viction of sin, repentance toward God, and faith towards our Lord 
Jesus Christ: we hnd nlso to extend the lnng-uage of invitation 
nnd encouragement to nil to st>ek to know these things, nnd to 
pray for them. On reviewing our past journey, in which we hnve 
had n considerable number of religious interviews with various 
persons, and hnve put into circulation a great number of tracts 
und some books, we feel pence, and desire to give God thanks, in 
the nnme of Christ, nnd to ascribe to him nil the glory. 
. In mentioning the receipt of letters from Englnnd, containing 
information of the pre,·nlence of cholern in some plnces, J. B. 
says, "this intelligence, with the prospect of disease spreading, 
and other affecting information, would he enough to overwhelm 
with dismay, but for the mercy of Uod in Christ .Jesus, by which 
I hove been enabled to commit all things into His holy hnnd, 
and am fnrnured to feel n participation in thnt state, of which it 
is said, ' he shall not be afraid of evil tidings.' " 

3 I st. At the rcq uest of the Governor I called upon him to 
confer with him respecting our visiting the Penitentinry, (to 
communicate religious counsel to the prisoners,) nnd it was 
concluded, with the fnll approbation of the Colonitll Chnplain, 
that we should be at liberty to do so on nny evening on which 
we might wish it, except first, third, and i;ixth '1ays, on which 
the chaplain attends to read to them himself. There are in this 
institution hetwPen six and seven hunclred men, who are under 
excellent discipline. 

4th mo. 2nd. In the afternoon we attended a committee of 
the Auxiliary Bible Society. In the evening we hnd a religious 
opportunity with the men in the penitentiary, who were very 
still and attentive; the clink of a chain was seldom to be heard. 

In their meetings for religious worship our friends had at times 
the company of serious persons, to their comfort; nnd some of 
the!<e opportunities, as well as when they sat alone, and in silence, 
are noticed a"I ~easons of profit, wherein a little renewal of strength 
was wilnPR~ed. Aller mentionin~ one of these occasions, J.B. 
i;ays," I felt confirmed in the belief that in not having yet hnd 
any meetings of o. public character wi h-th • }inbitants of this 
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island, I had nut omitted any thing that the Lord required of 
me; and I was peaceful in the retrospect of having given way 
lo tbe expre.~~ion of what I folt in sdect companies, und amongst 
prisoners, which has almost constantly been, both in testimony 
and supplication." 

13th. In the e\'ening, a drummer who went into the nm1y at 
fourteen years of age, and had been in it ele\'en years, called to 
obtain some tracts. He said, much of his time had been spent in 
sin, that he had now learned the value of the Bible, and was glad 
of an opportunity of retiring into the hush to read it alone, that 
he bad found peace of mind through faith in Christ, yet his situ
ation was one that required great watchfulness, in order that he 
might retain a sense of the Divine presence being with him. 

liith, According to our arrnng~ments yesterday, we held a 
meetini;-in a hut of one of the sawyers, on the ascent of Mount 
Wellington. Our company consisted of five men, three women, 
three b<Jys, and ourselves; the boys were from the saw-mills. In 
the afternoon we had n religious opportunity alone, and in silence. 
We spent the e\·ening at Government-House, and again had a 
religious inter"iew with the family and servants. Though no 
,·ery extensive services fall to our lot, and we have not any fruit 
of our labour to hoast of, we are still favoured to feel pence in 
doing-the little our hands fiml to do,'with the degree of might our 
Heavenly Father condescends to afford us. 

23rd. One of the young me:,n that we have furnished with 
tracts, called upon us for a fresh supply: he informed us that he 
was acquainted with t!evernl persons who hnd been be11efited by 
reading these little publications ;-that himself was awakened by 
reading No. 1:15 of the Religious Tract Society's tract " The 
Shipmates," about four years ago. 

24th. \Ve nad some discussion on the principles of the Tem
perance Society, previously to attending the adjourned meeting 
for the purpose of forming one. The meeting was interesting; 
pr. Turnbull supported the cause ably, and pointed out its bear
mg upon civil and rdigious society, with much clearness: he 
also illu&trated the pernicious effects of ardent spirits upon the 
human frame, by 11 series of facts, in which he traced their physical 
and moral influence upon man, ruining his health, shortening 
his life, making him the pest of society, resolving to reform, re
lapsing, re!:!Olving and relapsing again, till death closeJ the awful 
scene, llnd brought to the I.Jar of judgment: he then pointed out, 
on the ground of Christian principle, the duty of abstaining from 
that which should cause a brother to offend; and concludt>d a 
speech which did credit to his understanding and feelings, both 
as a man and a Christian, by moving a rcsolqtion xpressive of 
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the mischievous effects of spirit-drinking, o.nd the(inefficacy of the 
measures hitherto pursued for its prevention, and the necessity of 
adopting such as should be better calculated to effect the end 
proposed :-this was seconded by Gt'orge Y eoland. William 
Bedford next moved a resolution, including the declaration of the 
Temperance Svciety; in support of which he stated, o.mong other 
appalling facts, that from examining the registers of the deaths of 
the prisoner-population, their lives did not appt>ar to average 
more than twenty-three years: that it WM his opinion, this re
sulted from the intemperate and demoralised habits of this class 
of people, both before and after being sent to this colony ;-that 
he had attended between three and four hundred men to execu
tion, nineteen out of twenty of whom had been drawn into the 
commission of the crimes for which they forfeited their lives, by 
intemperance, either directly or indirectly. -- This motion· was 
seconded by Archibald .Mac Arthur_, who, in reply to some obser
vations, stated his conviction, that nothing could be effected un
less the principle of total abstinence from the use of distilled 
spirits were kept to. An amendment was proposed, and carried 
as introductory to William Bedford's motion; and next an 
amendment upon the last motion, calculated to subvert the whole 
object of the meeting, by speciously resolving to discourage 
drunk1mness, by every means in the power of the pen;ons compos
ing the meeting, instead of adopting the declaration that pa1ties 
becoming members would individually themselves abstain: this 
was seconded, and much discussion ensued, in which an attempt 
was made to prove that as wine contained a certain quantity of 
alcohol, it must be abandoned with spirits. This was ably an
swered by Dr. Turnbull, and the meeting adjournP.d without 
coming to n conclusion on the amendment. One person re
peatedly tried to bring the subject into such a shape, as should dis
able magistrates from acting in their official (•apacity in grant
ing licences, if they became members of the Tern perance Societ~·, 
but he admitted that he had upwards of ninety puncheons of rum 
on sale. 

27th. In the evening a pious young man connected with the 
Independents, called upon us. He ~ays that when in London, he 
sometimes stepped into Friends' Meeting Honse in White-hart 
Court; and thut when there, he was sensible of a solemn feeling 
pervading his mind, though he knew not from whence it o.rose, 
but that he concluded they were exercised in examining the 
state of their own hearts before the Lord. and therefore he en
deavoured to unite in similar exerci5e: he ultimately became a 
religious character from the influence of a pious family in which 
he was placed. 

6th mo. 1st. This morning we had an interesting visit from 
Dr. Drought: be seems more prepared to enter into our views than 
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most persons we meet: he fully admits the doctrine of the per
ceptible influence of the Holy Spirit, and he mentioned to us an 
interesting incident that occurred to himself in London, in con
firmation of this doctrine. He was going into the pulpit to 
preach a sermon that he had prepared, when it was entirely ob
scured from his recollection, and the circumstance of William 
Romaine's feeling himself constrained to preach upon the passnge, 
"Do thyself no harm," was impressively brought to his remem
brance. Dr. Drought felt it his place to preach upon this text also, 
and to expatiate upon the sin of suiciue, in doing which he wns sen
sible of Divine help. At the close he ,;ent into the vestry, and a 
woman requested to spenk to him. She acknowledged having 
determined her own destruction, in conHequence of the cruelties of 
her husband; but that what he said convinced her of the sin 
of suicide. The doctor called upon the husband, expostulated 
ffith him, and pointed out the dreadful alternative to which be 
had driven his wife, whom it was his duty to cherish, and from 
which she had been so providentially turned. The man was ter
rified at the idea, and wi well as his wife became reformed. 

The beginning of the 0th month, 1832, our friends were en
gaged in muking preparations to visit the penal settlement at 
Macquarie Harbour. They received Hery facility for the prose
cution of their objects from the Lieutenant-Governor, who gave 
them a letter to the Commandant, directing him to give them un
Test!rvedly the fullest information as to the dicipline and general 
management of the convicts at the establishment, and to afford 
them every support and encouragement in the all-important ob
ject of religiom1 instruction to the convicts; stating it to be his 
opinion, that H: under the Divine blessing, a sensible impression 
c1u1 he made upon them, the anxiety of the Commandant for their 
security and good conduct, will proportionately diminish. This 
fresh proof of the kindness of the Governor was renewed cause of 
gralitude. 

The 8th of the 5th month, J. Backhouse nnd G. W. Walker 
embarked on board the ship Tamur, bound for Macquarie Har
bour: they were allowed a free passage, and were put upou 
government rations, and the Lieutenant.Governor and his wife 
sent them many kind presents for the voyage. There were 
twenty-seven prisoners on board. A gaol is provided in each of 
these convict-vessels, at the entrance of which isa guurd of soldiers. 
'fbe prisoners are frequently searched, le8t they should have con
cealed implements for effecting their e!<cape. Only two are al
lowed to walk ou deck at one time. J. B. thus describes his first 
vi~it to the gaol : " I descended their narrow hutch-way, which is 
secured by three bolts acro8s the openin14, having 11 Hihle in my 
pocket. After enquiring respeetiug their healths, I told them if 
they had no objection, 1 would read a chap er to th:)m, and de-
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sired to know if there was any particular part they would prefer. 
One of them replied, there wns some very good reading in 
Isaiah ;-1 opened the book, and read the 42nd chapter; and at 
the conclusion commented upon it, pointing out the effect of sin, 
the object of the coming of the Saviour, and his power not only 
to deliver out of darkness and the prison-house, in a !ipiritual 
sense, but also in an outward one; expressing my conviction, 
that if they would attend to that grace which reproved them for 
evil, they would be led to repentance, and into that faith in 
Christ, through which the}' would obtain forgiveness of sin, and a 
capacity to love and serve God ; that this would produce such an 
effect upon their conduct, as to restrain them from evil, and en
able them to work righteousness, to procure for them a remission 
of their sentence, and to introduce them to peace and joy, be
yond any thing they could have formed an idea of in the i;er
vice of 8atan, whom, I did not doubt, thev had found in their 
own experience to be a liar from the beg-in~ing, when they had 
been tempted by him to seek pleasure and profit in sin, and had 
found in their stead trouble and loi;s." 

The Tamar being detained till the next day, our friends went 
on shore to attend a monthly meeting of the \Vesleyan sabbath
school teachers. Reports of the two schools in Hobnrton, one at 
Sandy Bay, and another nt Brian's Bridge were read, by which 
it appears that they have about two hundred children under 
tuition, and that the average number is increasing. J. B. and 
his companion were invited to make any remarks on the subjects 
under consideration, or to give any Christian council they might 
think proper; which they dicl. J. B. apprehended a i;pirit of 
prayer was poured forth amongst them, hut on l>eing invited to 
engage in it, stated our views of prayer, acknowledging at the 
same time the exercise of his mind. After a little time he was 
engaged in supplication, and felt great openness nud liberty in 
this solemn approach to the footstool of Divine mercy. " I hope," 
he f<ays, " the encouragement administered to all, to endeavour 
to live in a sense of the Divine pres~nce, and to trust in the Lord 
for direction and blessing in labours to promote his glory, may 
be remembered to profit." 

Our friends had a stormy passage to Macquarie Harbour, nnd 
were much detained by contrary winds, which obliged them to 
put into port, On one occasion J.B. says, "This is the first time 
we have taken refuge in any harbour off an uninhabited part of the 
island: iDlitary as it i!l, we fed the Lord is with us, and His right 
hand holds us up." They were frequently engaged in rending 
the Scriptures to the crew, the soldiers, and the prisoners, and hacl 
110me religous opportunities with them; after noticing one of them 
J. B. remarks," There is something very interesting and affecting
to me, in bringing the sound of the gospel into these desolate 
parts of the earth, wher'l perhaps. since the days in which the 
world itself was created, it was never hea befo e, and in pro-
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claiming it as the message of mercy to the people we have brought 
with UR." 

30th. The promises of the gospel are a great support to us, 
but we find it a cloudy season mentally as well ns outwardly. In 
the midst of o.11 it is a great comfort to us to be able to believe that 
Wt' are in our places. 

The 4th of the 6th mo. they reached Macquarie Harbour, where 
they were received with the greatest kindness by the Commandant, 
who gnve them free access to the prisoners, and not only facili
tated the objects of their visit by every means in their power, but 
was also careful to promote their comfort. 

6th mo. ith. We were favoured with near access to the throne 
of grace in prayer, after rending in the Holy Scriptures, at the 
conclusion of breakfast with J. A. Manton. \Ve afterwards pro
ceed eel in a boat provided by the Commandant, to visit the wood
cuttin!{ inng at Philip's Creek. This consists at present of thirteen 
men, superintended by a c_onstable: it often consists of a greater 
number. They are lodged in huts of the humblest construction: 
but tht>se, being furnished with good fires, are not very uncom
fortable, particularly when the inmates whitewash them, and keep 
them very clean; as is the case with some, 'At the door of the 
one occupied by the constable technically called by the prisoners, 
Got•ernment-House, we stationed ourselves, and the prisoners were 
arranged in front of us. After J. A. Manton had informed them 
of bis having come among them, as thesuccessorof\V, Schofield, 
he read to them from the parable of the Prodigal Son, nnd prayed 
for them : he then addressed them, and explained to them the 
object of our visit, and gave me an opportunity of preaching to 
\ht>m the glad tidings of salvation: G. W. Walker also addressed 
them, and after prayer had been airain put up, we separated to in
spect the place,•&c. On com-ersing w,ith them respecting the 
hope of remission of sentence on good conduct, one man, with tears 
in his eyes, told us, he had been here ten years: he seemed cast down 
almost below hope. \Ve assured them of the pleasure it gave the 
Lieutenant-Governor, to remit their sentence, when they gainer! 
a character to warrant his doing it, and encouraged them to seek 
for a change of heart, by repentance toward God, and foit~ to
ward our Lord Jesus Christ, as a foundation for such a character. 
On being asked, one man said, that their ration of provision was 
not sufficient for them at such hard work: nnd thou~h their 
general appearance is healthy, yet when they are engaged in heav
mg timber, and rolling it down to the water, and other fatiguinir 
labour, it may "6-ften fail in appeasing the cravings of exhausted 
nature. They have daily I½ lhs. of wheat men), rr one lh. of wheat 
meal and one lb. of potatoes, or l t )h. of wheat meal and t pint of 
oatmeal with one lb. of salt beef, or ten oz. of1s-alt o 1k. ½ an oz. of 
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suit, and nearly¼ pint of vineg-ar. So~1e ofth_e out-gangs :~re ccca
i;ionally allowed to fish, when they are mdustnousand behave well; 
and they manage, though rarely, to take a kangaroo, or n wombat. 
By this means their provision is a little increased, and an encou
ragement to good conduct held out. The timber they cut is chiefly 
Huron pine; a tree resembling a cypress or white cedar, of a Ii ve
ly green, and with pendant slender boughs : it attains a large 
size. One lately felled measuM1 in girth twenty-two feet; and 
one dead through age, standing near it, is twenty-six feet in cir
cumference, The trunk often affords stout timber from forty to 
fi~y feet in length, and the whole height of the tree may be rec
koned at twice that size. The \\·ood resembles white American 
pine, but is closer grained, um! is more durable: it is free from 
knots, and is valuahle for ship-building, and for all purposes to 
which fir-timher may he applied: it burns briskly, and has an 
aromatic smell.-Light wood, a species of acacia, is also fine tim
ber here,-:\lyrtle, a tree in foliage resembling birch, attains a 
very large size. Celery-topped pine, (podocarpus a,-;plenifolius) 
pink-wood, and some other trees also afford tine and useful tim
ber. The climate is very humid, and the woods very mossy, and 
abounding with ferns, b;>th arboreous and of humble· growtli. In 
order to get the felled timber to the water, a way has to be cleared 
and made good with logs and branches, over which straight trunks 
of trees are laicl in the manner of the slips or skids, used in 
launching ships; over these the timher is rolled by the prisoners, 
Rometimei< to a great di,tance. No beasts of hurden are allowed 
to assist at 1\la~quarie Harbour. These roads are termed pine
roads. l f any of the men prove unruly in the"e stations, the con
stable lights n fire, the smoke of which is observed by tlie sentinel 
at the settlement, from whence a.~sistanee is promptly senL The 
men are not in irons, except somt'limes a-; a punishment, or they 
could not perform the work. The boat which put us ashore was 
ordered to push off as soon as it had landed u~, and to remain off 
until we were ready to return, lest any of the prisoneri< should 
11eize it, and attempt their escape; circumstanct's of this sort hav
ing occurred here. _-\t a short distance from Philip"s Creek is 
Philip's Island, the soil of whieh is peaty loam; it has for some 
years been cultivated with potatoes. Here seven men are em
ployed under a constable. The constahles tlll"m,el ves arti prison
ers. who have conducted tlll'm,-.ehes so as to g·ain confidence. A 
steep path leads from the shore, nml passing the huts extends 
across the islan<I; it is planted with native !<hruhs on each 11ide, 
and it is rendered firm hy pieces oft he trnnks of tree-ferns, cut in 
leng-ths, and laid at short distances one from another; of these 
some of the steps are also formed on the steepest part of the as
c1.•nL The huts are more firmh- built than those at the Creek, ancl 
they are almost overgrown with the Macquarie-Harhour grape. 
"- e a,-sembled the pris,mers at the door of that occupied by the 
constalJle. J. A. ::\lanton read, and preacl e.<l to t. em, and I also 
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adder! the l\'ord of exhortation to be reconciled unto God, and to seek 
him through the Lord Jesus Christ: prayer was also here put 
up: and thou~h our congregation to-day, has been oftwice-tmns
ported convicts, whose sins have been of almo!<t every dye, yet I 
bani seen many companies or those who had not so sinned against 
man, (however they might have sinned against God,) less atten
tive on such occasions. \Ve walked over the island, and down 
one of its sides, which was woody, and exhibited the finest tree
ferns we had seen, and in great profui<ion. They are here of two 
kinds, one of which we had not met with before; they hud the 
larger fronds or leaves, some of them were thirteen feet long-, mak
ing an expansion of the cre!!-t of twenty-six feel. The stems were 
of all degrees of elevation up to twenty-five or thirty feet ; some 
of them as stout as a man's bocly at the lower part: those of the cy
botium billardieri are covered with roots which shoot lo the out
side: the whole length of those of the other species are clothed 
with the basis of the old leaves ; these are rough, like the stems 
of raspberries, being- clost'ly tiled over each other, and pointing up
wards, they have a very striking appearance. The foliage of the two 
is much alike, but the fructification is widely differeut, that of the 
rough-stemmed one resemhling a polypodium. The stems of 
the-e, and of the trees among which they were growing, bore the 
same kinds ofmembranaceous fernll, and other plants us are found 
in similar situations_ uhout Hobarton. There were nlso a number 
of other ferns of humble growth, that I had not seen before; one 
of them was of the same genus a~ the dichotomous fern I found 
at Port l>a.,·ey, which also grows her"; both the species have 
tough, wirv ,-tems, which have been used in the settlement fo1· 
making bird-cngt'S. we returned to dine with our kind host, who 
went with us in the evening to the ndult-school, in which t>ighteen 
prisoners are making pleasiug progress. A mougst them is a man 
who lo8t his arm a few months a~o, and who by this accident had his 
attention turned to the things helongingto salvation: he now seems 
toheasweet-spirited Christian, ha\·ing put on the meekne~s and gen
tleness that is in Christ, in place of the contentiom, spirit he former
ly lived in. Whilst others pity him for tlie loss of his arm, he says 
he thinks it the greatest hles.-;ing of his life: he is learning to write 
with his left hand. The school opened by singing a hymn: nt the 
dose I addressed a few words to the pupils &c. el!-couraging them 
to persevere in the good work. Some of the pupils act as moni
tors: the Commandant's clerk, who is a free man, nnd the muster 
of the children'11 school, are the chief teachers, and J. A. Manton 
now takes the principal charge. 

8th. Major Baylee took us to the churcoal-burnen1' station : 
four men are at present employed at it. It is on the main, at the 
wt,i;t side of the harbour, and about four miles from the 8etlle
ment. On passing a point we noticed a num her of dead trees 
that bad been blown down by the gale of t e. 18thlult. A live 
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tree wns blown down the snme night upon tbe frail hut of the 
charcoal-burners; happily they escoped injury. In this hut 
J. A. Manton rend to the prisoners, and we spoke to them of the 
way of life, ond preached to them Jesus, and the resurrection. 
The men were attentive, and seemed impressed with some solemn 
thoughtfulness. On enquiry we found they were destitute of o. 
Bible at thh1 station. Tliis will Le attended to by J. A. l\lanton. 
,v e gave them o few tracts. On our way back we put in at o. 
station where bricks have been made ; three kilns are still stand
ing; a few of them are hard ones, but for the most part they are 
soft. We next rowed up to Hulliday's Island, the burying-place 
of the convicts: a number of the graves are marked with head
boards, having 011 them the initials of the interred : a fow have 
the names ut full lenfi!"th, witu records of untimely death by 
drowning, murder, and the fall of trees. There are a few trees, 
and some bushes on this island, pnrt of which is ,•ery low. 
The day being heautifully clear we had a fine view of the scenery 
of Macquarie Harhour. The western side from the Heads i11 hilly 
and covered with wood, except toward the mouth of the harbour. 
The south end is more level ond less woody: a wide inlet called 
Birche's River opens into it. A little to the south-east, Mount Dis
covery is seen in the distance, the country being generally low 
in this direction. The east side of it is much varied by mount.ain
scenery. Toward the south end is Garden River, which is navi
irnble for thirty or forty miles: u little further northward is 
Knlly's Bason, a deep inlet. The scenery midway up the har
bour is bold, and much varied with wood and undulntions, covered 
with low scrub; the mountnin-tops are rocky. In the back
g-round the Frend1mnn'1s Cup, and range of imow-~overed moun
tains to which it belongs, rise in grand magnificenc~. The 
Frenchman's Cap towers nbove the rest, hnving the uppearunce 
of a quurter of a sphere, perpendicular on its south side; it is 
.'>000 feet above the level of the sea. In the distance, at the 
southern extremity, the low sandy land at the mouth of the har
bour is to be seen, and bevond it mounts Techam and Heemskirk 
are distinctly in view. Whatever might be the impression on the 
minds of some as to the scenery of Macquarie Harbour, to us, 
after having so long looked upon the desolate hills of Port Davey, 
it appears fine and interesting. The sense of bondage casts a 
gloom over it in the eye of the prisoner, ancl the want of society 
makes it dull to the officers. After <lining with the Deputy 
..Assistant Commissariat-General, John W oolrobe and his wife, by 
whom we were liberally entertained, I accompanied J. A. l\lanton 
to a select meeting with the men that nre considered awakened 
character;; ; such ns is called amongst the \V esleyans a class-meet
ing. There were eight of these present, and it being the fi1·st meet
ing of the kincl J. A. l\Iunton had had with them, they gave 
him a little information respecting the circumstances of their 
cvn\·er~ion: thev spnke with humilitv and diffidem·c, and la-
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mented their want of a greater dedication to the Lord. It 
was truly moving to hear them speak of being awakened from 
the most lamentable circumstances of human degradation, 
(some of them when in prison, under sentence of death, for crimes 
committed in the colony,) and now to listen to their testimony to 
the mercy of God in Christ, and of the efficacy of his power in 
the Spirit to save the vilest of sinners. There was a degree of 
that kind of joy to be felt, which is in heaven over one sinner that 
repenteth. If God have thus shown mercy to some of the re
prieved, who shall say HP- would not have shown the same to some 
of those that have been put to death, if their lives had been 
spared? J. A. Manton addressed each of them individually: he 
gave me an opportunity of addressing them collectively at the 
conclusion. The Lord melted our hearts together in love. It 
was a time to be had in remembrance with thank~giving and 
praise. Several of the men were brought to thoughtfulness under 
the labours of Schofield. 

18th._ We set off again ·to visit the outgangs, but it came on 
so stormy and wet, that before we had gone far we put back . 
. ~bout noon I walked over several parts of the settlement, and 
conversed with many of the prisoners; from one of these I learned 
that most of them preferred working in a chain-gang on account 
of the rations being of fresh meat, and the opp01tuniti~s of obtain
ing tobacco; which though they have not the opportunity of 
purchasin!!, he said there were bnt few who had not a friend, 
who would now und then throw them a bit. Three patients in 
the hospital seemed in a low state : but there is reason to belie1·e 
that the hand of the Lord has not been laid upon them in affliction 
in vain. One of them has been suffering for about four months 
fr.im an abscess in his side, another is blind, and has lost the use 
of one hand, and a third is suffering from a severe sore throat. 
One of the men who cuts wood for the settlement (which as well 
as water is brought from the main-land, wc~t of the island) told 
me, that before he was brought to the knowledge of tne Truth, he 
was always hankering to be away from the settlement, and that he 
once ran away and was retaken ; hut now he is quite reconciled 
to it, though in loading the wood he has often to work up to the 
middle in water. Another man informed me that he was often 
tempted to despair ; and I learned that several had at one time 
adopted the notion, that all who came here were predestiuated to 
hell; that by. this temptation Satan had long kept some of them 
in bondage, and still kept others from i;eeking deliverance from 
sin, under the persuasion that it was of no use for them to try to 
tom to righteousnes.'<. The man who lost his arm, (mentioned 
6th month 7th,) said that when he was auakened, and in immi
nent danger from this accident, and the Lord found him. when 
be sou~ht Him not, so strongly did he feel his own desperate 
Wickedness, that he could entertain no hope,._ untill he was re-

o,9,tized by Goog e 



32 

minded by ,Villiam Schofield, of the mercy extended Manasseh, 
Solomon, Mary l\fagdnlen, and others of similar character. He 
said he had been guilty of housebreaking, and many other crimei;, 
for which he had been three times sentenced lo this settleme11t; 
that the gallows was no terror to him, an<l that he was so har
dened that he did whatsoe\'er he wished, in defiance of the 
laws of God and man, till the Lord ,·isited him, and broug-ht him 
low by this accident. This man now ranks amongst those, who 
havinl{ teen forgiven much, love much. The alleratio11 in hie 
conduct is noticed by ull around him: the Commandant says his 
very voice is chani;e<l ; formerly it was ferocious, now it is mild ; 
formeriy he was contentious and addicte<l to fig-hting, now he is 
gentle and peac .. aule; formerly he was so given to swearing, and 
the lmhit of it had i;uch power over him, that alter he had turned 
to the Lord, if any thing irritated him, he had to lay his hand 
upon his mouth that he might not swear; now he is to be found 
warning others against this sin. The men who ha\'e turned from 
their evil \\UVS, are allowed to sit in the room used for the aclult
school, in or.der that tliey may not be disturbed in reading and 
meditation, hy those l\ho still remain in folly, and would he di~
posed to deride them ; and this man, on account of his infirmity, 
is al!;o allowed to retire alone to one of the caves which are formed 
in the base of the island, to meditate and pray. Though he ha'! 
lost nn arm close to the body, he is not idle, hut employs himsdf 
in carrying wood for fuel, after it is la11decl from the boat. I in
vited him to show me his cave: he readily conse11ted, and led me 
down a i;teep aml slippery path at the back of the island, nnd 
nenr to the place where J. Thomas was killed a fow days a~o. 
The cave was damp on one side, and had an honeycomh-like in
crustation upon it; its sloping roof wa~ dry, a lew old paling-A 
formed its loose floor, and a cold wind blew through it from a 
small opening· at its further extremity. I could not stand upright 
in it, but entered by stoopinl,{; he followed and we sat down upon 
its floor, and conversed for awhile on the mercy of God to sin
ners in sending his Son into the world to savt• them, and in calling 
them by his :-:;pirit to come unto Him. After spending- o. little 
time in this cold and forlorn place, so much prized by its occu
pant, o.nd in which he compares his privilege, (to use his ow·n 
words,) in being allowed to meditate in quiet, and to wait for the 
Spirit's influence, with the privations of those who in former 
ages wandered in sheepskins an<l !,!'Oatskin!<, in de~erts and ffil)Un
tains, an<l in dens and cavei, of the earth, being destitute, afflicted, 
tormented, we kneelcd down before the Lord, whilst I prayed for 
this' hrand snatched from the burning-' as well as formyself; and when 
I ceased, he prolonged the voice of supplication, ascribing glory, 
honour, and praise to Him that liveth for ever and ever, who in the 
riclws of His mercy hud called him out of darkness into His man·el
lous light, and translated him from the kingdom of Satan, into the 
kingdom of His own beloved :-:;on. In the rou ri<e of conversation, this 
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monument of Divine mercy cll'!'irecl that I would tell nmlacious 
sinners of the mercy that God had slwwn unto him; and that he 
founJ such comfort and pleasure in rigliteousnes8, as he nc\·er 
could have thought of whibt he remained in sin. \Vl1en he be
came awakened he found himself in ignorance as well as in sin: 
since that time he had learned to read. On leaving the cave, we 
walked round by the saw-piti,, where another of those awak
ened from the sleep of death in sin, was preparing to saw up a log 
of Huron pine, which a number of the prisoners who came from 
Hobarton in the Tamur at the same tirue with us, were this morn
ing ~ctting out of the water. 

Though n few are to be found on this settlement who have 
turned to the Lord, and are bringing forth fruits meet for repP.nt
ance, and though most conduct themselves pretty well under the 
discipline exercised over them, there is still great depravity existing 
among them: many of them nre so far uncl,·r the dominion of the 
devil as to be led captive by him at his will; though, through his 
lying temptations, he keeps them in11ensible in a great degree to 
their bondage. The effect of the corruption of human nature 
by the fall, increased by indulgence in sin, and remaining under 
the dominion of Satan, produces a description of character pre
pared for sin wherever temptation comes in the way, and it is far 
from always that the fear of punishment prevents it. Offences 
pnnishable by death by the laws of the colony are for from un
common here; prisoners guilty of these are sent to Hobarton to 
be tried, and many have been executed: several of the~e were for 
murders of a most barbarous character; some of them committed 
in the bush in attempts to escape. In some instances the mur
dered parties have been eaten ; and in one case, at lem•t, before 
other food had entirely failed. Three in a case of this kind were 
returned to Macquarie Harbour for execution, which was carried 
into effect before the other prisoners, but it did not appear to be 
productive of any good. Murder appears several times to ha,·e 
bP.en committed here by pt;!rsons in a state of desperation, in 
which they were not only reckless of the lives of others, but 
wearied oftheirown, and yet unwilling to commit suicide, they there
fore subjected themselves designedly to execution, by gratifying 
some feeling or pique or revenge upon one of their fellow-prisoners. 
The number of prisoners now at the settlement, including the 
out-gangs, is 177; formerly it was about :300, and 130 of these 
were lodged upon Government Island. The officers are, a Com
mandant, Deputy Assistant Commissariat-Genernl, Chaplain, 
Surgeon, and Master Ship-carpenter, who, with the superinten
dent of the prisoners, and the Commandant's clerk, h11ve salaries; 
that of the superintendent is small, nil he is a prisoner, though 
a very efficient person in his station. The chief constable and 
1m rbordinate ones are all prisoners. A guard of sold ;ers, consisting of 
three serjeants, and about thirty-seven privates, is stationed here: of 
these there are on duty three as sentries al -he sett cment, two in 
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the guard-boat to Government Island, who, under the charge of 
a serjeant, escort prisoners there in the morning, and back in 
the evening; and row round the settlement at uncertain hours 
of the night, answering all signals from the main ; and three 
men in the Pilot's station, one of whom is a Lance-corporal. One 
serjeant has charge under the Commandant of the eng·ineer-stores, 
from which the tools of the work-people are regularly issued at 
the beginning of the week, and returned at the end ofit. The sa
laries here are not such as to make the places sinecures. The 
Commandant bas, in addition to his regular military pay, 10s. per 
day, but he has to allow 3s. out of it for rations; his clerk has 
£50 per ann. and rations : the Master Ship-carpenter l~ 
per day and rations: the \Vesleyan Mission Board is allowed 
£100 per ann. towards the maintenance of a missionary, who has 
rations, which with his salary are paid for out of this sum, as for 
as it will go, and the officers here also contribute liberally to 
the Mission-fund ; so that probably the said Board are not great 
losers by this arrangement, in a pecuniary way ; and the blessing 
which has attended the labour of their missionary here, is a great 
encouragement to them. The superintendent has £40 per ann. 
and rations. The duties of the missionary are arduous. He 
meets three congregations on the sabbath, and two on the even
ings of the other days of the week, one ofwhicb is composed of 
those who are become religious; he also superintends the schools: 
(that for prisoners is held three evenings in the week) and once 
in two weeks, unless the weather prevent, he visil8 the out-gangs, 
which are stationed in three places. The principal part of the 
prisoners are lodged in a large brick building, of three stories, 
called the Penik'ntiary ; a very few sleep in hammocks, the rest 
spread their bedding and blankets on the Aoor at night, and roll 
them up in the day-time. The chief constable, and some others, 
occupy separate small buildings, and the boats' crews occupy 
three small huts. The manner in which the prisoners ure em
ployed, may be understood by a copy of one of the weekly re
turns, made to the Commandant, dated 16th of June, lb32, viz. 
Clerks I, Constables [), Sawyers 6, Blacksmiths 8, Nailers 4, 
Shipwrights, &c. II, Watchmen 4, Shoemakers ll, Hospital 
\Vardsmen 3, Stone Porters 3, Cooks 2, Gardeners l, Flngellatol'S 
I, :-:iignal-men I, Carpenters 3, Servants 9, Turners 1, Stock
keepers I, Schoolmasters I, Bakers 2, (Coxswains 2, Guard-boat 6, 
\Yater-boat 5, Boat-steerers 3, Pilot's crew 7,) Total in Boats
crews 22, Broom-makers I, \Vashermen 2, Hut-keepers 4, Brick
layers l, \Voodcutters 12, Confined in Gaol 2, Sick in Hospital 2, 
Labouring gangs 61, Coopers 2,-Total 177. A daily return is 

-also made thus :-Morning's report, 19th of June 1832.-Perma-
nently employed 122, Philips Creek 19, Philips Island 3, Char
coal-burners 4, New Lumber-yard 8, Assisting Turner I, Assist
ing Gardeners 4, Painter 1, Tailors 2, Tinman l, \Vheeling-gravel 1, 
Exempted (from sickness) l, Sick in Hospital 2, confint!d in Gaol 
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2,-Total 177. A number of other returns are nlso made on 
various subjects to the Commandant ; and he makes reports of 
the state of the settlement, work done &c., &c. quarterly, to the 
Colonial Secretary, and of the employment &c. to the Quarter 
Master. 

The administration of corporal punishment is much diminished 
in this settlement, and that of solitary confinement increased, with 
evident advantage; and the present Commandant always expostu
lates with the parties, and convinces them that he will not ad
minister it wituout cause : this very much increases his influence, 
and obtains for him such respect and esteem, that he goes about 
unattended, with perfect confidence. The following abstracts ex
hibit the average of the returns of punishment for 1826, 7 and 8, 
and for 1829, 30, and 31. 

--

Yean. !
No. of Priaonen in No. of Prisoners No. of Lashes No. of day■ of aoli. 

the Settlement. sentenced. inflicted. tary confinement. 

1a26,21,28 I 312. 188. 6280. 5. 

1 B'i9,30,:n I --·--- ----
266. 56. 973. 209. 

The number of lashes sentenced often greatly exceeds that im
posed, on account of the incapacity of the culprit to bear them; 
for instance, a prisoner sentenced to fifty, took a fit when he had 
received fifteen, and it was the judgment of the surgeon that the 
infliction of more would endanger the man's health, if not his life. 
I do not see on what principle, persons professing to be Christians, 
consider themselves authorised to go beyond that proportion of 
this kind of punishment which the Jews, in the harsher dispensa
tion of the law, were allowed to inflict, namely, of forty stripes 
save one. It is certainly a hardening punishment, unless exercised 
with discretion, and, carried to the extent it sometimes is, argues 
the existence of a barbarous spirit in those who sentence to it. I 
question whether all inbumo.nity of man to mnn does not arise 
from the same root of corruption in the human heart; though 
persons who exercise it in some of its less execrated forms, may 
revolt at the idea of being possessed of a spirit, at all allied to that 
of those who have executed it in a shape at which they have been 
taught to revolt from their childhood, The humanity of Major 
Baylee often induces him to remit the remainder of the sentence 
to solitary confinement, when he sees good effect produced 
by it. 

20th. The morning being fine, we went to Philips Creek, where 
nineteen men are now employed. .After J . .A. Manton had read 
to them, I had an opportunity of nddressin){ them, and of again 
exhorting them to repentance and faith in Christ. I also endea
voured to point out to them the snare of the devil, in the opinions 
which have been entertained by some of them, that if they were 
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elected to damnation nothing could save them, and that this was 
the case with all who are sent here; and that certain sins in which 
some of them had been concerned, particularly that of mur<ler, 
could not be forgiven. I noticed to them that though the Scrip
tures say,' no murderer bath eternal life abiding in him;' they 
also declare that drunkards, thieves, liars, &c., have no part in the 
kingdom of God and of Christ; yet that those pn~sages relate to 
persons who abide in these sins, and not to those who seek for 
salvation, through repentance toward God and faith toward our 
Lord ,Jesus Christ, who has declared that all manner of sin and 
blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men, except blasphemy against 
the Holy Ghost. There was a sense of the love of our Heavenly 
l<'ather accompanying the invitation to repent, return unto him 
and live; and access was granted in prayer. I bad some conver
sation with a man who once ran away from the settlement, and 
who, with some others, joined one of the parties which got to 
Port Davey ; he said two of the company died from fatigue and 
hunger; two others were taken so ill as to be unable to procee<l, 
and he remained ten weeks with them, and procured for them and 
himself a scanty supply of perriwinkles and muscles. Sometimes 
when the weather was rough they were unable to ·obtain these, 
and they became so weak, that when at length a vessel put in and 
took them, they could scarcely crawl on their hands o.mr knees. 
After paying a similar visit to three men on Philips Island, one of 
whom is a little deranged, we returned to the settlement, to pre
pare for re-emharking on board the Tamur. We got our luggage 
on board in the afternoon, and went on shore to attend the meet
ing in the evening. The mo!lt thoughtful of the prisonef!l com
posed th~ principal part of the congregation. After cautioning 
them against doing any thing they were warned against in their 
own consciences, though they might observe other11, whom they 
esteemed better than themselves do the same, whoi-e convictions, 
condemnations and repentances they could not see, though they 
might their transgressions; and after exhorting them to look upon 
the Lord Jesus alone as the perfect example, and adding much 
other couni;el, we took leave of them, an<l proceeded in calling 
upon and taking leave of the otficers of the settlement, whose gre.at 
ho!<pitulity and liberality to us has left upon our mimh~ a feeling 
of gratitude and regard, not soon to be effaced. On the present 
occasion they furnished us with every thing we could desire for 
our comfort on the voyage, n.~ well as with a number of 1mch 
curio~ities ~ the neighbourhood produces, and though they ha,·e 
chieAy to subsist on salte<l provision~, my kind host would not he 
dissuaded from sending us hnlf of one of his sheep, and some live 
fowls, as well us killed ont!s. \Ve reached the Tamur late, expect
ing to see the Commandant and J. A . .Mnnton again in the morn
ing. J. \Voolrobe, the Deputy Assistant Commmissariat-Gencrnl, 
whost! son Hermes Frederic, is our fellow-passenger for Hobarton, 
accompanied us on board. There are nls on boar<l 14 prisoners, 
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6 soldiers, 2 of the wives, and 5 children of soldier,;. The prison
ers arc either such as have served out the time of their sentence, 
or nearlv so, or have had the time of their sentence here shortened 
on acco(int of improvement of character. Three of them are of 
the number who composed W. Schofield's select band, being 
persons awakened to righteousness. 

Our friends visited the schools at l\Iacquarie Harbour, distri
buted many tracts, and had frequent interviews with the prisoners 
on religious subjects: they united with them in worship on first
days, when the language of supplication was at times offered, nnd 
a word of exhortation addressed to them, to be reconciled unto 
God, and to seek him through the Lord Jesus Christ. They left 
this settlement to return to Hobarton the 21st of 6th month, but 
were cietained some time at the pilot's station, the weather not ad
mitting of their crossing the bar. Here, they were kindly cared 
for, and had some satisfactory n:ligious opportunitie~. They felt 
thankful for the delay rough weather had oecai;ioned, belie\·ing it 
was an answer to prayer, that if the Lord had work for them 
among these men, thus remotely situakd, he would so o,·errule 
events as to make wny for it. In alluding to the tracts put into 
circulation here by William Schofield, J. B. says, "'fwo of the 
men have mentioned the' Memoir of Richard Jordan,' and one, 
'Colley on Silent ,v ailing,' as having been particularly instruc
tive to them.'' In their daily religious opportunities with the 
crew oft he vessel, and the reformed prisoners returning to Holmrton, 
our friends were comforted by seeing nn increasing attention to 
the things that belong to salvation, and one of the latter, at times, 
pleaded with his fellow-prisoners on the nece~sity of preparing for 
the awful day of the Lord. 

The 8th of 7th month J. B. says," In our religious opportunity, 
this morning, I was sensible of great emptiness and weakness, and 
felt strongly the incapacity of man to do any thing in his own 
strength to the glory of God. After a time I was strengthened to 
labour with those assembled, nnd poured out also a few petitions 
for them at the holy footstool. Before we arose from our knees, 
the young man mentioned above continued the language of sup
plication, and one of his fellow-prisoners pronounced a hearty 
amen to bis prayer." 

The 9th of7th month they crossed the Bar, and on the 14th 
were favoured to reach Hobarton in safety. The kind greetings 
of their friends, who had become anxious about them, were very 
cordial. In the course of a few dayR, they presented a report of 
their visit to Macquarie Harbour to the Lieutenant Governor, who 
appeared mucb pleased with it. 

23rd. One of the young men who came from Macquarie Har-
bour in the Tamur, @pent a little time with s W • had further 
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conversation with him on the state of the prisoners on board tbe 
hulks, whern he spent some months before being sent to Bermuda: 
he was in a state of mind at that time more liable to be influenced 
by those around him than he is at present, having since he was 
sent to Macquarie Harbour come under the influence of the gospel 
principle; he is now prepared to look back upon his past life, and 
to form ajudgment of the effect of circumstances upon him. He 
says that the hulks are places of deplorable corruption, that the 
prisoners are often in such a state of suffering one from another, 
as no person can conceive unless they witnessed it; that so many 
are crowded t.ogether, as to render escape from contamination 
almost impossible, and to present formidable obstacles to reform
ation. There can be no doubt but that the decided reformation of 
many of the prisoners at Macquarie Harbour has been promoted 
by the arrangement adopted there, in allowing the minister, with 
the sanction of the Commandant, t.o remove such prisoners in 
whom he saw satisfactory signs of reformation, to the room used 
for the adult-school. In this room they spent their time when 
their work was done: in it they slept, here t!Jey could read and 
encournge one another to be steadfast, and to bear patiently the 
revilings of those who remained dead in trespasses and sins. The 
other prisoners were only allowed to enter this room to attend the 
adult-school, or the congregation for worship, which assembled in 
it twice in the week, or to speak to its inmates. The young man 
says, they find greatly the want of this privilege in the Penitentiary 
in Hobarton, where they are lodged until they can be disposed of 
in other service. One of them has already been taken into the 
employment of the person for robbing whom he wns originally 
sent to Port Macquarie, nnd whose Christian deportment at the 
time made a deep impression upon the robber. 

26th. ,v e spent most of the day in writing, the Lieutenant
~overnor having some time since expressed a wish t.o be informed 
of the plan of keeping registers pursued by our Society. I have 
drawn him out a statement from the extracts from the Minutes of 
the Yearly Meeting, and my own recollection. The subject is in
timately connected with that of religious liberty, as regards the 
forms of baptism, marriage and burial. 

29th. First-day. Our meeting this morning was a season of 
comfort and renewal of strength. In the afternoon several persons 
came and remained with us during our meeting. They were of 
the ,vesleyan denomination, amongst whom we find much piety. 
We had a precious uniting season. The company amounted to 
eight besides ourselves, which is the largest that we have ever met 
according t.o the practice of Friends, since we left Englund. We 
spent the evening at Government-house, where we are now so 
little of strangers, as not to interrupt the ordinary proceedings of 
tbe family. The Lieutenant-Governor as m eh occupied in 
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hearing his children repent passages of Scripture, and hymns 
committed to memory during the past week. It was extremely 
pleasing to see a man in his station so occupied. I was reque8ted 
lo read the tenth chapter of John to the family collectively, includ
inA the !'ervants. On returning to our lodgings we again had n fa
voured season in reading the Scl'iptures and in prayer. Great is the 
claim upon us to bless and lo magnify the name of the Lord for 
his multiplied mercies. 

31st. ,ve took tea with E. Lovell, a local preacher among the 
Methodists; he is from Yorkshire, as is also his wift>. At their 
house we met some other persons of the ,mme persuasion: conver
sation turned upon religious topics, in a spirit of Christian-fellow
ship and love, with a desire to be instructed. Before our repast I 
was requested to give thanks, O." I have been at several other times, 
since we left Englund: on my explaining the views of our 8ociety 
on this subject, another was invited to do it; this being looked 
upon as a mark of Christian courtesy to a stranger minister, I 
could not but receive it as such. ,v e have often noticed a feeling 
of the influence of the Holy Spirit, when thanks have been thm1 
given, yet when pl'esent where the attention of the company has 
bN:o individually turned to the Lord, in a short period of silence, 
in order to feel thankful, and to acknowledge it in the secret 
of the heart, we have been decidedly of the sentiment that a 
greater measure of the baptizing power of the Holy Spirit was 
witnessed. 

8th mo. 2nd. In the afternoon John Leach called upon us: 
while we were conversing with him, a young man came in who 
was a prisoner at Macquarie Harbour, and was at one time whilst 
\here a hopeful character in a religiou11 point of view, but fell 
away. He now seems very sensible of his loss, and desirous of 
being restored to the peace he before enjoyed ; he says that the 
sense of the awfulness of being called from this state of existence 
in an unprepared condition, is often such as to throw him into a 
profuse perspiration as he meditates upon it. J. Leach joined us 
in recommending him to seek pardon and help to resist temptation, 
through Christ, and in assuring him that the help of the Holy 
Spirit would be granted him, if he sought it diligently by prayer 
in the name of Jesus. The spirit of supplication was sensibly 
poured upon us, and I proposed that we should dwell under it, in 
the hope that we might be permitted vocally to intercede for one 
another, as well as to exercise the heart in prayer, in retirement 
before the Lord, as we had heen counselling the young man to be 
diligent in doing, from day to day. After a short pause, I grwe 
utterance to the petitions of my soul on behalf of the poor back
slider. ,vheo I ceased, he prayed for the continuance of Divine 
mercy and forbearance, and for pardon in the name of Jesus, and 
for bis sake, and for a blessing upon his poor father and mother, 
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from whom his sins had separated him. J. L. prolonged the lan
guage of supplication on his account, and on behalf of us all. It 
was a time to be remembered with thanksgiving. 

Upon another occasion, meeting with a youth who had thoughts 
of entering the artillery, J. B. took some pains to turn him from 
his intention, and to point out to him the inconsistency of war with 
Christianity and reason. He remarks: "Nothing seems to me 
more clear, than that if we 'do to others as we would they should 
do to us,' we cannot fight; and if we love our neigh hour as our
selves, we cunnot make war upon him; and if the keeping of the 
commandments of Jesus be a proof of our love to him, it is impos
sible to make war, and love him, for this evil is as much opposed 
to his commandment, 'If thine enemy hunger, feed him, and if he 
thirst, give him drink,' as darkness is to light: and it is a vain at
tempt to elude the force of this injunction, by saying, it applies to 
persons, nod not to nations; it is making the commandment of 
none effect by the tradition of men." 

8th mo. 6th. On their way to the Factory, (as the Penitentiary 
for females is generally called,) our friends met with two of the 
pensioners who came out in the Science, at work: from them they 
learned that one of their companions died a few days ago in the 
hospital. He was brought under powerful convictions for sin on 
the passage thither; they fdt much hope respecting him, for he 
appeared to hnve found a measure of peace through faith in Christ, 
and to be seeking help from God in a humble frame of mind : at 
that time he abstained from drunkenness, but they could not pre
vail on him to give up taking his ration of spirits: and when he 
came on shore he continued to associat.e with his old shipmates, 
soon took agnin to drinking, and nggravated a dropsical affection, 
with which he had before been afflicted. Nothing could be 
learned respecting him to afford the leust ground of hope in his 
death : he kept the avenues of Satan open, by daily taking a i;mall 
riuantity of spirits, under the idea that it did him good; through 
this he fell; how dangerous it is to tamper with temptation! 
"\Vhen conversing with an occupier of land on the island, he told 
J. B. there was one thing that did all the mischief in that colony, 
it was strong drink, this he said it was that occasioned his going 
there, and this it was that had brought him into all the mischief 
he had got into since be went there. 

7th. In the afternoon we had a religious opportunity with the 
women at the Penitentiary for females; a degree of solemnity at
tended our meeting with them, in which we endeavoured, accord
ing to the ability afforded us, to set forth the love of God, in 
sending his Son into the world to save sinners. \Ve urged the 
necessity of attention to the monitions of the Holy Spirit, warning 
against sin and convincing of it, leading to repentance and Lo faith 
in Christ, as the propitiation for our sins, and our advocate with 
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the Father. The invitation to return to the Lord and live, was 
extended to them, and the necessity for watchfulness and prayer 
for preservation from temptation, was strongly urged, particularly 
as it regards the taking of ardent spirits; the snare by which most 
of the&! poor women foll time after time. 

Oa the 9th, our friends attended with much interest a meetin~ 
of the committee of the Temperance Society, at which it was agreed 
to adopt and print a tract calculated to throw li~ht upon the delu
sion of spirit-drinking, and to demonstrate this practice as the 
impediment to all moral and religious good. 

15th. We set out for Clarence Plains, crossing the ferry from 
the jetty at Hobarton to Kangaroo Point, a distance of ahout three 
miles. A few miles further is the house rented by John Halls, 
whose wife was our fellow-passenger on board the Science. He 
is a Go~·ernment Surveyor, and the survey of this neighbourhood 
being finished, they are about to move to Sorrel Town. We have 
become their guests for a few nights. 

17th. R. Mather called upon us in the afternoon, and invited 
us to go to his house to-morrow: where he offered to call the 
neighbouring settlers together on First-day. This kind invitation 
we thankfully accepted. An assigned servant of Robert Holmes, 
the owner of the premises occupied by J. Halls, was grievously 
intoxicated this evening, and very boisterous. I endeavoured 
successfully to calm him, by conversing gently with him, and at 
length persuaded him to go to bed. He slept in the room with J. 
Hall!!'s men; we read to them there in the evening, as we had 
done in the evening before, and he was then fast asleep. The 
poor intoxicated man bad not altogether forgotten the impreS&ion 
made upon his mind the evening before, and it gave me some 
place with him when he seemed unmanageable to others. 

18th. This morning we left our friends John and Frances 
Halls, who were setting out for Lovell Town, and proceeded on 
our way to Muddy Plains. We were able to cross over the sand 
opposite Robert Mather's, which saved us a considerable dist~nce. 
He kindly sent notice to the neighbouring settlers of our wish to 
have a meeting with them to-morrow. In the afternoon we walked 
witb him to the house of 11 pensioner, nnmed German, who had 
been a marine; he was formerly addicted to the use of spirits, 
till, like many others in this country, he would bring the rum 
home in a bucket, and drink it neat out of a panican; but since 
h~ married he has adopted better habits. Both himself and his 
wife are sober and industrious people, and are prospering in tem
poral thing!', while they do not forget the importance of spiritual 
things. A well-worn Bible was laid upon the table, and the wo
mau told us that ns she became unable to see to do needle- work 
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by candle-light, she spent much of her evenings in reading this 
precious book to her family. Their house is built of brickia, and 
is remarkably clean; their two children are very tidy, and their 
garden thriving and clear of weeds. It is quite cheering to see 
things in such a state. The hills of this neighbourhood abound 
with blue-gum, peppermint, and the oak. The oak and swamp
oak, or light wood, abound in the low grounds. 

19th. This morning about twenty-live persons assembled with 
us in a building on Robert Mather's premises, detached from his 
dwelling-house. I bad an open time with them in preaching the 
Gospel, and warning them against habitual sins. Drunkenness and 
swearing were particularly adverted to, as publicly dishonour
ing God and serving the devil : other sins were also pointed out, 
and their hurtfulness to men's own souls, and to their neighbours ; 
and the ground of all sin was shown to be the corruption of 
human nature, indulged in serving the devil. Part or the congre
gation were prisoners. Reading the Holy Scriptures, and the use 
of other means of edification were recommended. At the close of 
the meeting Robert Mather invited the people to meet with him 
every Sabbath for worship, when, if no minister should be with 
them, he would read the Holy Scriptures and 11. sermon, and 
engage with them in singing and prayer: he also offered to open 
a Sabbath-school, in which himi-elf and his children would act 
as teachers, either to children or adult.Ii. Mary German, who 
with her husband and daughter were present, expressed her re
gret at the prevailing ignorance, and proposed opening a day
school also, if she could get a sufficient attendance. We felt a 
hope that this day may prove the commencement of a better state 
of things than has existed here. Drunkenness and ignorance have 
prevailed lamentably ; the wifo of a person who keeps a " sly 
grog shop,'' as it is termed, was present; and her husband was 
pr1::sent in the evening, when we had a religious opportunity in 
Robert ]\father's kitchen with his family and a few others; this 
man, as well as some others, were affected to tears when life and 
death were set bt:fore them. Silence ensued, which was followed 
by solemn prayer. Finally I took leave of the company, pressing 
upon them the necessity of a daily recollection of eternity, and of 
the state of their own souls in connexion with it. R. M. keeps up 
worship daily, and twice on the Sabbath with his own servant8, 
ten in number, and such other persom1 as would join them, but 
hitherto the Germans have been the only persons that have united 
with them: Robert l\lather's wifo, who was a very pious woman, 
the daughter of Joseph Benson, has been deceased about a 
y1::ar. 

20th. Accompanied by Robe1t Mather, we set out this morn
ing to visit the settlers on Muddy Plains. We called at several 
of their houses, and spoke to them on the i!ll,portancc of attending 
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to their spiritual concerns, and distributed some tracts among 
them, for which they appeared grateful. After dinner Robert 
Mather returned home, and G. \V. W. and myself crosaed the 
hay to the extremity of South Arm, having accepted an invitation 
from \V. Gelligrand to pay a visit to his establishment. The land 
in tillage, which is not a lari:re quantity. is well managed, and 
looks like an English farm. \Vhere attention is paid to the cul
ture of the ground, the produce is good, and the quantity of the 
wheat of this island excellent, weighing, we have been told, from 
6-1 to 66lbs. to the bushel. The grass on South Arm is thin. 
W. G. is an intelligent man, of liberal principles: hi11 views re
specting religious institutions and establishments are much in ac
cordance with those of our Society. \Ve were pleased to ·find 
that he was in the practice of reading the Scriptures daily in his 
family, and of assembling his household on the Sabbath, includ
ing his assigned servants, five in numher. On these occasions he 
reads the Scriptures, and addresses his congregation. He pays 
more attention to the state of his assigned servants than most per
sons. Their hut is well built and comfortable: he is enlarging it, 
in order that each may have a separate crib to sleep upon. He 
clothes them in such a way as not to mark them as prisoners, and 
takes care that they have a better suit for the Sabbath. These at
tentions to their religious and moral state, and to their comfort, 
attach them to him, and rai11e them to a tone of feeling well calcu
lated to promote their reformation. 

23rd. Aft.er ·breakfast, we parted with our kind friends the 
Mathers, and proceeded by Frederick Henry Bay and Single Hill, 
reached the hou11e of a settler named Romney, where we were hos
pitably entertained at dinner, and afterwards went to Major de 
Gillem's, where we had received a kind invitation to take up our 
quarters. • 

24th. The night was very stormy, the snow nearly three inches 
thick in the morning, but in spite of it we set out from Glen Ayr, 
and proceeded through the bush about two miles and a half to 
Richmond. The snow among trees in full foliage has a very novel 
appearance. All the trees of this island are evergreens. The gaol at 
Richmond is at present used asa day and sleeping room fora chain
g-ang, working on the roads, but this is considered only temporary. 
The prisoners, (now five in number) and the chain-gang, consist
ing of twenty-five persons, are under the superintendence of Lieu
tenant Barrow, the chief constable; a man of some religious feel
ing. The court-house is used as a place of worship on First-day. 
James Norman, the Episcopalian chaplain, resident at Sorell 
Town, eight miles distant, preaches in it in the morning of 
one Sabbath, and in the afternoon of the next alternately, and 
the \V esleyans are allowed the use of it in the evening. Next 
}'in.t-day being the one that J. Norma will o

1
ccupy it in the 
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morning, W. T. Parramore, the police-magil'trnte, rendily con
sented to our having a meeting in it in the afternoon, and offered 
to send a constable round the neighbourhood to give notice, which 
kindness we gladly accepted. Richmond is situated nenr the 
junction of the Coal River, with an estunry called Sweet \V nter, 
connected with Pitt \Yater, and the head of Frederick Henry 
Bay. We returned to Glen Ayr by five o'clock, and "pent the 
evening in conversation upon religious topics, and other subjects 
of interest. 

25th. After dinner we returned to Richmond, and culled on 
J. T. Butcher, who resides about half a mile from the town. His 
wife is sister to \Villinm Birchell, the .African traveller. She has 
five daughters nnd two sons. '!'hey are nn interesting family, and 
piously inclined; they were among the number who were pil
laged by one of the desperate gangs of bush-rangers, that a tew 
years ago infested this colony, bat who hn\'e been so completely 
extirpated, that the inhabitants live in such security, ns often 
to he without fastenings to the doors or windows. Though this 
colony may be regarded as one great prison, and the free settlers 
who have assigned servants as prison-keepers, the discipline is 
amch as to enable persons to live more securely among those who 
have been guilty of nil manner of crime at home, than they 
could do in most places among the general population of Eng
lund. 

2fith. First-day. At ten o'clock accompanied by Lieutenant 
Barrow, we went to the gaol, which not affording opportunity for 
a religious interview with the prisoners in the building, we haci 
them mustered in the yard. G. \V. \Vnlker read a portion of 
Scripture to them, after which I addressed them on the offers of 
salvation by Christ, the condemnation of those who neglect to 
accept these offers, the happinei;s of heaven, the misery of hell, 
&c.; after which I wns engaged in prayer with them. \Vhen we 
left the gaol, we found that J. Norman wns employed in worship 
with the people assembled in the court-house: we therefore 
walked to our inn, and spent a little time in quiet retiremenL 
After the congregation left the comt-house, we went thither, and 
fixed with J. Norman respecting our visit to Sorell Town. At 
half-past two the people B!l;ain as,;cmbled, to the number of uhout 
seventy,and we held a meeting with them after the mannerofFriends. 
I did not feel it my pince to expreF-s much in this meetin~. either in 
testimony or prayer, but was well 1mtisfied in having appointed it, 
though to my own mind it was mther a low time. After meet
ing we went home with J. H. Butcher and family, ancl spent an 
agreeable evening with them, I hope to edification. The day was 
rather an inclement one, and no Wesleyan minister arriving, no 
meeting was held in the evening. Surely if people were directed 
to wail more singly on the Lord, to have heir e pectation from 
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Him alone, they would not omit nssembling for worship, because 
no minister was present. It is n hurtful thing to lean upon man 
in that which is a duty to God, and ought to be performed in 
spirit and in truth. 

28th. At twelve o'clock a meeting for the establishment of a 
Richmond Branch Temperance Society was held, and one was 
fom1ed ai:-cordingly, in which two magistrntes, viz. W. T. Parra
more, and J. H. Butcher were members, with some other persons 
of respectability; W. T. Barramore was appointed secretary. 
The meeting was but n small one, its establishment was neverthe
leS11 altended with much interest, and some important members 
were added. 

29th. J. Backhouse and G. W. Walker proceeded to Sorell 
Town, accompanied hy a field police-constable to direct them. 
"On conversing with him," J. B. sBys, " nnd remarking to him 
the great number of prisoners we met with from Birmingham, he 
informed us that many of them were such who ho.cl contracted 
bad habits by beginning with drinkinl{; that the practice of pay
ing people at public-houses, and of paying one man the wages of 
several, which occa.<;ioned them to go to the public-house to divide 
the money, were often the foundation of these drunken habits. 
This man had l,een a button-burnisher in Birmingham. 

•• The houses and cottages in Sorrel Town are upwards of fifty 
io number, most of them built of wood, and weather-boarded. 
The parsonage-house, in which we are the guests of James Nor
man, a Colonial Chaplain, is of stone, and plastered, having a 
Yiranda in front. There is a well-built Episcopal place of wor
ship, capable of containing about five hundred people: it is of 
stone, nod has a "·ooden cupola nt the west end of the roof. There 
is a good Government School-house, of stone, and also a small 
gaol or w,atch-house. In the course of our walk, I noticed a 
species of hovea, in flower. The number of rosella parroquets, 
Rnd other birds of the same tribe, exhibiting their brilliant plum
age in the clear sunshine of this land, is very striking to the eye 
of an Engli!'hman. 

30th. This morning, accompanied by J. Norman, we culled at 
most of the houses in Sorell Town, to invite the inhabitants to a 
meeting for the establishment of a Branch Temperance Society, 
at one o'clock to-day, and 10 a meeting for worship at six to
morrow evening, at the Government School-house ; we distributed 
,;ome tracts in the courst of our walk. At one o'clock several per
sons assembled, to whom the principles of Lhe Temperance 
Society were explained. A Sorell Branch Temperance Society 
was formed, of which .J. Norman was appointed Secretary; this 
is said to have been the first meeting of ~ philanthr~pic s~bject 
ever held in the place. There are about forty- ve eh ldren m the 
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Government-school here. At this season of the year, when the 
roads are excessively miry, the attendance seldom exceeds thirty. 
The inhabitants of this neighbourhood are noted for their in
difference to religious subjects. The country about Sorell Town 
is remarkably fertile, and well cultivated, and the views are very 
beautiful. The ground has been known to produce sixteen crops 
of wheat in succession, without more than one ploughing-, and 
many of them self-sown, and without ploughing. Our friends 
J. and F. Halls are now settled here, nnd find it much more 
comfortable than Clarence Plains. 

This has been like a summer·s day in England. Flowers begin 
to enamel the ground; one of the orchis tribe, with two elegant 
bright blossoms, expanded on the verge of J. Norman's garden. 

31st. ,ve walkeci to the lower settlement on Pitt Water,a dis
tance of four miles, to visit James Gordon, who is a native of 
Micidleton Tyas in Yorkshire; his wife is a native of Sydney. 
We returned to Sorell Town in the evening, and had a meeting 
for worship with about thirty persons in the Government School
house. It was to me a heavy opportunity : I felt much discou
raged at the sense of deadness which prevailed o•er my mind 
through much of the meeting; strength was however afforded me 
to labour in it, and to engage in prayer; after which there seemed 
to be a more encouraging feeling of the overshadowing of the 
Holy Spirit; and I had reason, from conversing with a prisoner 
after meeting, to believe some conviction was wrought. J. H. 
Butcher of Richmond kindly continues with us. When he came 
out to this colony, he brought a variety of fruit-trees, packed and 
stowed at the hottom of the ship's hold; the ribstone-pippio, 
French-pippin, and the golden Harvey apples survi,·ed the voyage, 
und also a few others. 

Hth mo. 1st. Accompanied by J. H. Butcher we called upon 
a number of the settlers in the vicinity of Sorell Town, and invited 
them to a meeting-, to be held in the school-room at two o'clock 
to-morrow afternoon; we left a numbe1· of tracts among them, 
and conversed with many of them on the subject of Temperance 
Societies, and on their religious state. Several of those we called 
upon, were either such as were born in Norfolk Island, or in this 
colony; and as is the case in numerous instances, were of less in
temperate habits than those who came originally from Europe. 
By the·day of the week, it is a year since we sailed from the Lon
don Dock. The time appears to have gone very rapidly, though 
we have passed through a grent variety of scenes. • On the oth 
instant it will be a year since we saw the face of a Friend, but I 
believe we do not feel the Jes!! attached to the society on that ac
count. The remembrance of the Inst meeting that we were at 
with our fellow-professors, (which was at Rochester,) is still fresh 
in our recollectl<'n. And the Comforter who so powerfull) 
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affected our minds on that occasion, is still, through the mercy of 
God in Christ, present with us, to bless and to keep us: so that 
from season lo season, we can say, " Return unto thy rest, 0 my 
sool: for the Lord bath dealt bountifully with thee." 

2nd. At two o'clock this afternoon, we went to the school
room, where about seventy persons met us, with whom I had an 
opportunity of labouring, under a greater measure of the feeling 
of the Holy Spirit's influence than on the former occasion; (the 
31st ult. ;) there was also a greater degree of this solemnizing 
feeling in the time of silence. For this, and all our other mer
cies, may we give God hearty thanks, in the name of his beloved 
Soo.· 

3rd. We parted with J. Norman under feelings of Christian 
regard, and with earnest desires that his labours, public and pri
vate, may prove a blei-sin~ to the neighbourhood. We had a 
rough pm;sageover the Buff Terry, but were favoured to land in 
safety. \Ve walked about nine miles to Kangaroo Point: the 
chief part of the way is through the bush, which is now becoming 
very gay with the flowers of the silver wattle, &c. We fell in 
with a large boat in Kangaroo Bay, and had a good passage to 
HoLarton. 

11th. We called upon the Lieutenant-Governor, to apply for 
a passage to Flindel"8 Island, on board the Charlotte cutter. This 
he readily granted us, and al110 signified his approbation of our 
visiting the road-party at Kangaroo Point, next First-day, and 
other parties of prisoners in the colony. 

12th. We dined with George Yeoland, (the Assistant Commis
sariat-General,) and at his house met Captain Jacob and Charles 
Price, the Independent minister, who, with his wife, came out in 
the Princess Royal from England, with free females. We felt 
much brotherly foeling toward C. Price, who has come to this 
land with a view of promoting the salvation of his fellow-men. 
We spent a pleasant and instructive evening. George Yeoland 
related many interesting particulars relative to his success in cir
culating the Italian Scriptures in Sicily and Malta during the 
time he was stationed there, and Captain Jucob gave us some in
formation of the progress of the circulation of the Scriptures in 
the British army, and the opposition it met with, &c. 

13th. Having received a kind note from T. Bannister, the pri
vate Secretary of the Lieutenant-Governor, intimating that the 
Lieutenant-Governor had caused our application for a religious 
interview with the road-party at Kangaroo Point to be made 
known to Robert Knopwood, the Chaplain of the district, and the 
oldt:St Chaplain in the colony, with a request that he would for-
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ward our views to the best of his power, we crossed the Derwent, 
to call upon him, but finding he was in Hobarton, we returned, 
leaving a message that we would call again to-morrow. 

We crossed to Kangaroo point by the steam-packet recently es
tnblis bed : on landing, we found William Jemmot, the chief con
!ltable, and arranged with him respecting a meeting with the road
party and others, to be held at ten o'clock next First-day. W. Jem
mot was very polite, a11d offered to forward our views to the best of his 
ability. We then walked to the house of R. Knopwood, who re
ceived us very complaisantly, but would not consent to our hav
ing a meeting in the Government School-house, alleging that he 
was forbidden hy the Archdeacon. We did not press the subject, 
but informed him that we did not wish him to net contrary to his 
own mind in it, as we had the offer of another plal'e from Samuel 
R. Daw~on, a neighbouring magistrate. \Ve presented R. Knop
wood with " Turford's Grounds of a Holy Lile" and a few tracts, 
and proceeded tn call on Samuel R. Dawson. \\' e walked \'Vith 
him to the school-house on his premises, occupied by a person of 
good education, named Edward Hobson, who keeps a day-school 
and attends private pupils; he offered also to forward our wishes, 
and to circulate notice in the neighbourhood. \Ve fixed on three 
o'clock for a meeting here, on First-day afternoon. It is about 
four miles from the place at which we intend to have one in the 
morning. \Ve then proceeded to call on some of the inhabitants 
of Clarence Plains, to invite them to the meeting, and to distri
bute some tracts. In the course of our walk, I fell in with the 
man, noticed as intoxicated on th(l 17th ult. He seemed grateful 
for the attention I paid him at the time, and had read the tracts 
I subsequently gave him, and had lent them to a neighbour, who 
appeared to have been much interested by them; with whom we 
also had an interview. We returned to Hobarton to lodge. 

15th. W c crossed the Derwent to Kangaroo Point, and spent 
the day in circulating trncts, and giving notice of the meeting we 
intend holding to-morrow, at Robley\; harn, not quite two miles 
north of Kangaroo Point; R. Knopwood performs religious ser
vice in it at this time of the year, in fine weather, on the afternoons 
or the sabbath ; and he kindly, at the req ucst of the Lieutenant
Governcr, ordered the prisoners to be mustered in it to-morrow 
morning, to afford us a religious opportunity with them. 

16th. \Ve again crossed the Ferry at Kangaroo Point, and 
proceeded to Robley's barn, where the prisoners and a few free 
persons assembled. The place was made very clean, and most of 
the prisoners looked clean also. The whole congregation amounted 
to about forty persons. After dinner we walked to Edward Hob
son's school-house, Clarence Plains. About tifl.y p~rsons n!lsem
blcd, among them were S. R. Dawson, aml his wife and fomily,and 
a few other free persons, two of whom had een a our meeting in 
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the morning, several young persons of both sexes, and a number 
of very decently dressed prisoners. The man noticed on the 17th of 
8th month, and l4thofninth month wa.~an attentive bearer. \Ve re
turned to Hobarton to tea. In both the meetings to-day, I was fa
voured in t.he time of silence, to feel much of the solemnizing in
fluence of the Holy Spirit, a blessing which, with everyother,I feel 
myself utterly unworthy: but for which I desire to give God 
hearty thanks in the name of Jesus. 

18th. After breakfast we called on Thomae Squire, a native of 
Hertfordshire. We furnished him with a few Yearly Meeting's 
Epistles, " Bates's Doctrines of Friends, and Gurney on the Sab
bath." In proceeding to call upon a few persons. who we under
stood were attached to Friends, we fell in with J. G Jennings, a 
person who gives much attention to subjects connected with the 
welfare of the human family, and accompanied him to the Infant. 
school, which was opened on the first of this month. There 
are already about seventy children on the list, the attendance is 
about fifty, and the state of the school is such, as to hold out an 
encouraging prospect of success. We furnished P. Deane, a 
bookseller here, with a few children's books. A supply of child
ren's books, well selected, would be a great blessing to the colony, 
and in any moderate quantity would find a market. We visited 
a man of the name ofW alton, wbo has two brothers in the colony, 
who attended the meetings of Friends at Berkhampstead, previous 
to lheir coming to Van Dieman's Land. The road to the upper 
saw mills (where he resides) presents a beautiful variety of dif
ferent shrubs. The acacia tribe prevail in many places, and vary 
in siu, from humble shrubs to small trees. About ten species 
are DOW in flower. 

22nd. In the evening I called upon John Walton; he in
formed me that he was convinced of the principles of Friends, at 
a meeting held by William Forster, 1mme years ago: he makes 
the appearance of a Friend, and bears a good character. 

23rd. First day. At our meeting this morning we had the 
company of Thomns Squire, John Walton, Richard Edwards, 
William Lydia, and Richard Shoebridge, William Rayner and 
his married daughter, and son-in-law, two younirer sons and four 
unmarried daughters, and the prisoner-servant of T. Crouch. 

On the 22nd, W Bedford favoured us with the perusal of a let
ter from G. A. Robinson, dated from Hunter's Islands, in Bass's 
Slraits, giving an account of his proceedings, in endeavouring to 
prevail upon the aborigines, to place themselves under the pro
tection of the Government, upon Flinder's Island. He bad fallen 
in with one tribe at West Point, twenty of whom had joined him. 
Five others had joined him near the Arthur River, with the con-
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currence of their chief: These were all at a depot on one of 
Hunter's Islands, under the charge of a person named ,Cottrell, 
whilst Robinson prosecuted a journey further into the interior. 
Robinson is often attended only by a party of the aborigines, 
he carries no arms, and acts entirely upon the plan of showing 
he feels confidence in the people he is endeavouri11g to con
ciliate. He says, his sable adherents invariably evince the great
est fear at approaching any of the native tribes. On one oc
casion a circumstance occurred from this cause that had nearly 
cost him his life. His attendanb, apprehending that the strange 
natives would spear them, watched their opportunity, whilst 
he was in conference with a tribe, and took away their spear!!. 
On observing this, the chief, u stout, able, and intelligent man, 
reached forward, and aided by his people, proceeded to wrest 
them away. At this time there were but three men among the 
aborigines with G. A. Robinson. Each party, still grasping 
the spear11, appeared under the greatest excitement, imagining, 
no doubt, that their existence depended upon the offensive missiles. 
Robinson plainly saw that fatal consequences would ensue, unless 
prompt and decisive measures were had recourse to on his part; 
for if an attack had been made upon himself and his people, it 
would have cost them their lives, as they had not the slightest 
means of defence: on the contrary, Imel the natives absconded, 
the dense forest that surrounded them would have afforded them se
cure retreat, and all further attempts to conciliate them would 
have been rendered abortive. Robinson therefore reached forward, 
forced away his aborigines, and gave up the spears to the stran
gers; then ordering off his people, he remained alone in the con
ference. This conduct had its desired effect, confidence was re
stored, and the Chief agreed that five of his men should accom
pany Robinson, who parted with this warrior with the bc~t possi
ble understanding. Robinson states, that after having tried their 
prowess in settling some points among themselves, it was the in
tention of the tribes on the western side of the island, to have 
united, to redress the wrongs done to their countrymen by the 
white people. This, it is to he hoped, will now be pre\·ented, and a 
good understanding cultivated between them and the colonists. 

2.5th. This morning, after breakfast, we had our luggage sent 
to the Charlotte Government-cutter; before I came on board, I 
called at the Governm,mt-house, for a dispatch for Ensi~n W . .J. 
Darling : the Lieutenant-Governor commissioned me with some 
messages to him, and expressed an earnest wish, that in the for
mation of the settlement at Spencer's Gulf, advantage should be 
taken of the painful experience of this colony, of the im policy of 
acting unjustly towards the aborigines. 

On cominir to llDchor at the penal settlement of Port Arthur, .J. 
Back house observes: "It it1 of a similar character to that of Mac
quarie Harbour; but it havini:- hf'en established only two years, 
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and the establishment at Marin Island but recently transferred to 
Porl Arthur, it is not so completely organized: the number of 
prisoners is two hundred and fifty. Two effective measures of 
indulg-ence have been adopted at Port Arthur, which, while they 
prove the more extensive influence of hope and reward over the 
human mind than of fear, do not abate the hard labour to which 
the prisoners are sentenced ; the one is allowing to each person a 
piece of ground, a_ few yards square, for a garden. In these gar
dens the prisoners occupy much of that leisure, which'. would 
otherwise be i;ipent unprofitably. The fences are slight palings; 
and since the prisoners have had the opportunity of rearing them
selves vegetables, the scurvy hus greatly diminished among them. 
The other indulgence is the grant of a small supply of tea and su
gar, to those of good coucluct. There are about eighty who have 
this privileg-e, and so powerful is its effect, that no one has yet 
forfeited it through misconduct." 

28lh. Early this morning we weighed anchor, and after mak
ing several tacks, rounded the promontory of Cape Pillar, and 
Tasman's Island. These are of lofty columnar basalt, 

30th. This being First-day, we bad reading on deck soon af
ter breakfast, and I addressed the company, among whom there 
is little appearance of religion, but many proofs of the want of it; 
Uley are however very civil to us. One of the number is a man 
named Henry Russel, who has a ticket of leave, He wns edu
cated in the school on the British and Foreign School system, at 
Norwich: he has been transported about ten years, and bns much 
knowledge of the coast, having been in the service of Government 
as a seaman for some years; he has a brother, Benjamin Russel, 
al Port Arthur, who was sent to Macquarie Harbour for abscond
ing from his service, and whilst there is said to have become a 
changed character; he was sent from thence with some others to 
manage a boat or small vessel on her way to Hobarton, from which 
place he was removed to Port Arthur, to finish bis colonial sen
tence: be continues to bear a good character. Henry Russel tells 
me, thnt be bas never met with any other of his school-fellows in 
Ulis colony. The advantages that these two men obtained by edu
cation in the Norwich Lancasterian school, have not been lost. 
They, as well as some others, retain a sense of the kindness they 
met with from J. J. Gorney and many other Friends, particularly 
from Peter Bedford and E. Fry. This influence of Christian 
kindness often gives us greater access to individuals, nnd there is 
no saying what the result may be : here it has reached the utter
most parts of the earth, and there is reason to believe it will be 
found in heaven.~ 

After a perilous voyage from adverse winds and calms off a 
rocky coast, when the vessel was in danger of drifting against the 
rocks, our friends came to anchor in Horseshoe Bay, under the 
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east shore of Preservation Island, on the 7th of 10th month; and 
J. Backhouse writes: "\Ve have much cause to be thankful for 
the extension of that good and merciful providence over us, by 
which we have been brought in safety to a good anchorage, under 
this appropriately named Island of Preservation. For so far m1 

appearances go to short-sighted mortals, we seem to have encoun
tered more dangers in this short pnssage than we did in the whole 
of our voyage from England. If I may so speak, the greatest 
dangers at sea appear to be from the land! and our jeopardy has 
been more from calms than from storms. 

This and the surrounding iRlauds are much fri>quented by 
sealers. who are often connected with the female aborigines. There. 
are n great number of mutton-birds here, the feathers of which 
form n considerable source of traffic, and the flesh is much used 
for food. These birds ar'e of the petrel trihe, and are of a sooty 
black, as large as the English ring-dove. They deposit their eggs 
in burrows in the ground, and each hole is occupied by a separate 
pair, in which the female lays a single egg, somewhat larger than 
that of a duck, and equal in flavour to the egg of the common fowl. 
They do not remain on the island the whole of the year, but re
sort to it at different periods. The settlement of the aborigines 
under the charge of Government, was first placed upon Swan 
Island, but no game being upon it, and the situation proving un
suitable, it was removed to Guncarriage Island: this was also des
titute of game, and ultimately the aborigines were removed to 
Flinder's Island, often called Great hland." ,. 

10th mo. 9th. Though the wind continued to blow from the N. \V. 
the captain determined, with the assistance of an old sealer as pilot, 
to beat towards Flinder's Island, having learned that the settlement 
there was short of provisions. We came safely to anchor under 
Green Island, the nearest safe place to the settlement for a ves.~t-1. 
When we landed, W. J. Darling welcomed us heartily to Flinder's 
Island, and to the accommodation of his hut, for which he apolo
gized; but the cordiality with which we were received made up 
for all the defects of the place. A large group of the aborigines 
were waiting on the beach, on the hank of which they were sitting; 
at first they appeared to take no notice ofus, but on W. J. Darling's 
requesting them, they rose up, and on our being introduced to 
them, they shook liands with us very affably; their appearance 
was lively and kind, and they seemed in good health. They set 
up shouts of joy, when informed of the arrival of plenty of beef, 
pork. biscuit, flour, &c. The settlement consists of an oblong area, 
within which are a number of huts, about tweh•e feet square, for 
the officers, st0res, &~. The hut occupied by the Commandant is 
twenty feet by ten feet, and has a window of four panes of glass 
on each side of the door; it is the only one on the premises with 
glar,;s windows. There are at the other end of the area three large 
huL'! for the aborigines, and a rude erection of boughs, used in• 
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summer as a chapel. \Ve visited the aborigines in their dwellings, 
which ure in the form of roofs placed upon the ground. Most of 
them were sitting on the gronnd round their fires, with their dogs, 
roasting mutton-birds and wallabies; the I utter are animals of the 
Kangaroo tribe. The people used many expressions of pleasure; 
some in their own language, others in English, which a few of 
them can speak tolerably; two or three of them can speak a little 
French, having bf'en token by a whaling vessel to the Isle of 
France. They keep their articles of tin very clean of their own 
accord: they have left off some of their native habits, and now 
wear clothing, except at their dances, when the men strip it all off. 
The women, however, have been persuaded to keep theirs on when 
they join in these amusements, which they practise after sunset two 
or three times a week. The good temper with which the aborigines 
conduct their diversions is very striking, as is also their agility. 
The women at the settlement on Flinder's Island now keep to the 
men who are acknowledged as their husbands : formerly they 
were not particular in this respect; the men also who have wives 
are faithful to them. The only recognition ofmorriageamong them 
has been an understanding betwixt the parties, and the Comman
dant and Surgeon. The women are generally kind and attentive 
to their children. 

IOth. At breakfast several of the aborigines came in, us they 
have done at other times: when any thing was offered, they ac
cepted it with pleasnre; they do not attempt to take any thing 
without leave. They walk into W. J. Darling's hut, and stand or 
sit down just at pleasure; in all this they observe a remarkable 
degree of decorum. It is exceedingly ~ratifying to see them so 
comfortable, cheerful, and tractable. They have been led by de
grees, to take care of the things entrusted to them, and to be use
ful. They do not exhibit the degradation which has been attri
buted to them either in physical or intellectual power. If they 
are going off the premises, they inform the Commandant; this 
practice they have adopted of their own accord. The paternal 
kind of interest which W .. J. Darling, though a very young man, 
takes in these people, is striking, and highly gratifying. 

12th. Our friends accompanied by the Commandant and seve
ral other persons, set out to visit the new settlement, hitherto 
known by the name of Pea-Jacket Point, a distance of about fifteen 
miles from the Lagoons. "As it regards the advancement of 
civilization among the native tribe~, no doubt can exist,'' J.B. says, 
"of the superiority of this site over that at present occupied, except 
it be with regard to a supply of fresh water, and to anchorage near 
it, and both these difficulties appear capable of being surmounted. 
If civilization go forward among the black natives, they must be 
removed to a place where the separate families may have separate 
huts. 
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13th. After breakfasting and \'iewing the place, deeply inte
resting as being the probable future 1·esidence of the native tribes 
of Van Dieman'sLand, we set out to return. "\Ve reached the 
settlement again about six in the evening, well pleased with our 
excur11ion, but heartily tired. We had, us usual, visits from some 
of the aborigines, to whom hoth "\Y. J. Darling and A. Mac 
Lachlan, the imrgeon, nre extremely liberal. and encourage good 
feeling, by giving them an additional panakin of tea, and a piece 
of biscuit or damper, with which they are much pleased. They 
were highly gratified with some coloured cotton handkerchit>fs 
which we distributed amongst them. 

14th. (First-day.) This morning the white population assem
bled in the place used ns a chapel: several of the blacks were also 
present. I was particularly desirous of this opportunity to point 
out to the Europeans their responsibility to God, for being blessed 
with the knowledge of the gospel, especially as it reg·arded their" 
influence and example among the unenlightened people, with 
whom they are placed. 

By a paraphrase upon the 2nd chup.ofRomans,beg-inning with 
the 17th verse, and some comments upon the other parts of the same 
chapter, with the 1st and 3rd, which were also read, I endeavoured 
to point out to them the danger some of them were in, through 
neglecting these things, of the unenlightened aborigines rising up 
with them in the judgment and condemning them; "seeing that 
they having not the law, arc n law unto themsel\'es; when they 
do by nature the things contained in the law, showing the works 
of the law written in their hf'arts; their consciences also bearing 
witness, and their thoughts meam~ hile accusing, or else excusing 
one another," &c. At the conclusion I engaged in pra~·er, both for 
theEuropeansand the aborigines. The latter, though, able to under
stand little more than the general object, and ha\'ing scarcely any 
ideas of a Deity, or n future state, behaved with great reverence 
and attention. It is affecting and humiliating to be cut off from 
communication with tbem on these suhjects, by the want of 11 

knowledge of their language; but there is a comfort in knowing 
that" where there is no law, there is no tran!'gression ;" and that 
"sin is not imputed where there is no law;" and they will be 
judged only according to the measure of light they have recei\'ed. 
I nm persuaded that this doctrine, which is held np in the Holy 
Scriptures, in no way invalidates that of salvation through the 
sacrifice of the Son of God, nor diminishes the force of the injunc
tion of Christ to his disciples, "Go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature:'' (Mark xvi. 16.) The sins 
of those who attain to peace with God, ,through attention to the 
law written in their hearts by the Holy Spirit, are blotted out 
through the blood of Christ, whether they know it or not; for they 
are baptized by the Spirit unto Him, and accepted in the Beloved. 
Nevertheless it is an unspeakable blessing and comfort to have the 
understanding enlightened upon tht~9,~lhi,RlPQil'~J ubject, and to 



know Him in whom we have believed, and to have thi!! knowledge 
as a powerful motive to induce us to comply with the indii;pensa
ble proofs of discipleship, denying !<elf, and taking up the cross 
daily: yet I cannot but often fear that many who are great stick
lers for this knowledge, and are ready to limit salvation to the pos
session of it, are so far from living in accordance with it, as to fall 
under the condemnation spoken of by the apostle, when he says: 
"Shall not the uncircumcision which is by nature, if it fulfil the 
law, judge thee, who by the letter and circumcision dost transgress 
tbe law?" 

15th. The Commandant and Surgeon hoth pay great attention 
to the comfort of the aborigines, an<l the people are much attached 
to them. The services of a sincere and simple hearted missionary, 
who would devote himself to the acquirement of their language, 
with a view to communicate religious instrnction, would be very 
valuable here. The duty of public worship has been suspended 
for some time, and we believe that loss is sustained by neglecting 
to meet for the professt>d purpose of waiting upon God, however 
feeble the means for edification may be, when the people are so 
met. The population of the ~ettlerncnt, exclusive of G. A. 
Robinson and a number of attendants, who are out on an ex
cunion to endeavour to persuade more of the aborigines to 
join the establishment, is thirty-three Europeans, including the 
children, forty-six male aborigines, one male infant, twenty-nine 
females, and two female infants. 

16th. After spending an hour in making and dealing out tea 
to the aborigine!<, who visited us at breakfast in W. J. Darling"s 
hut, we went into their hreakwinds (as their huts are called) and. 
took leave of them, shaking each by the band, and presenting 
them with bits of tobacco. Many of them enquired, as they have 
often done, if we would not remain with them. They nre very 
grateful for little kindnesses, and readily attach themselves to any 
one who shows them any attention. Some interesting nnecdotes 
respecting their gratitude were related by the Commandant and 
Surgeon. A couple, nnmed Jackey and Bet, pay great attention 
to the Commandant, who in the spring of the present year went in 
the cutter to Preservation Island, when a storm came on, bv which 
they lost all their anchors and boats, and were driven on ~hore in 
Kent's Bay, on Cape Barren, which occasioned long delay, before 
the cutter could get back to Green Island. The aborigines ex
presse<l great anxiety for the Commandant, and J ackey and Bet 
daily took a wallaby to his house from their spoils in the chase, 
l":t he should come home and not find ample provi~ions. In the 
11mter several of them were extremely ill with a catarrhal fever, 
:iod there being no hospital, the surg.eon took the worst into his 
o_wn hut, which is but twelve feet square, to nur!<e, and at one 
time he had seven of them on the Aoor. We left the settlement 
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after dinner, and after reaching the cutter, went on shore at Green 
Island, which is of small size, and almost covered with barilla, 
sow-thistle, free-mallow nettles, of the species with long leaves, 
common in Van Dieman's Lund, and some other plants. There 
are also grassy places on one part of the island. 'fhe sheep be
longing to the settlement are pastured here, and thrive well; they 
are very fat; when in settled parts of V. D. L. they are generally 
so lean a<, to be often compared to race-horses. We remained on 
shore till dark, when a boat came off to fetch us and to get mutton
binh1. It is necess ... ry for n person to see them to form an idea of 
their immense number, which, notwithstanding their wholesale 
destruction, and the consumption of their single eggs, are without 
apparent decrea.~e. 

20th. We passed a most boisterous night. At daylight we 
stood for the land, and before long descried the hills near the 
entrance of the Tamur or Port Dalrymple. Before noon we were 
brought up under George Town, where the cutter was to take in 
stores for the aborigines on Hunter's Islands. We were received 
with great kindne:,s by :Matthew Curling Friend, late commander 
of the N orval, who is now stationed here as Port-officer. We re
turned on board in the afternoon, being desirous of reaching 
Launceston in the evening. George Town is a small assemblage 
of scattered houses, chieAy weather-boarded; a few of stone. It 
was intended to have been the chief town of the north of Van 
Diemnn's Land, but the situation of Launceston giving that pince 
advantages which Georg,! Town did not possess, Launceston be
came the more important place; and the police and other estab
lishments are removed thither. The shores of the Tamur present 
traces of basalt; but it seldom a~sumes n rocky appearance. The 
adjacent couutry is hilly, with thick wood down to the water's 
edge, except in several places where the cultivating hand has 
cleared off the timher, reared crops of verdant grass and corn, and 
erected hal::itatious, sum~ of which have the appearnnce of com
fortable residences. \Ve reached Launceston about nine o'clock 
in the evening. On arriving we made our way to the house of 
our kind friend Isaac Sherwin, who with his wife gave us a 
hearty welcome. Here we met with C. and K. !'rice, who are 
their visitors. 

21st. Though I believed it right to consent to notice being 
given for the holding of a meeting for worship in the nfternoon at 
the Court-house, I felt poor and empty; in a state deriving some 
comfort from the declaration of the apostle Paul : " I was with 
you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling ; " but in this 
state I also found it a duty to attend to the injunction, "'fhou 
when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face," and in so 
doing to put my trust in the Lord. In this state I went to meet
ing; the Court-house, which is but small, was crowded: perhaps 
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nearly two hundred persons might be present I soon appre
hended that it was right for me to stand up and explain a little 
our views of worship, and to point out the necessity of sincerity, 
and the sacrifice of our own wills, in order to being prepared to 
obtain the blessings of the gospel. From these I was led on to 
other points connected with the glorious plan of redemption, 
through faith in Christ Jesus, and of the necessity of good works, 
as the fruit of this faith : of the exercise of frequent and fervent 
prayer, and of communing with our hearts before the Lord, in 
order to feel our spiritual necessities, and to know what to pray 
for, &c. There seemed to be an open ear in the congregation. 
Thus in great and condescending mercy, help was afforded to the 
weak, and the grain of faith thut wns exercised wa.s strengthened. 
We visited the Sabbath-school after dinner, it does not belong to 
any particular denomination, but is in a thriving condition. 
Most of the houses in Launceston are weather-bourded, but there 
are some substantial ones of brick. It is the only place of wor
ship in the town, which is estimated to contain upwards of three 
thousand inhabitants. The Independents at present use the 
Court-house for their religious assemblies. \Ve called upon the 
Commandant, Major Fairclough, who received us politely, and at 
his house learned that the cutter was going to sail immediately. 
After preparing a selection of tracts for the settlemtmt of the Van 
Dieman's Land Company, we went on board. 

The wind being contrary, J. Backhouse and G. W. Walker, 
with some other passengers, went on shore at George Town, and 
taking tea one evening at Captain Friend's in company with sev
eral persons, they read over Captain Cook's account of the inha
bitants of Van Dieman's Land. J. B. says, " This navigator and 
some others have represented these people as low in intellect, by 
mistaking a peculiarity in manner, for want of capacity, and have 
thus done them a serious injury. Cook's account of their cheer
fulness and confidence is perfectly characteristic.'' 

After mentioning some terrible outrages committed by the set
tlers, some of whom suffered severely from the retaliation of the 
natives, J. B. observes: " \Vho can wonder that the atrocities 
committed upon the aborigines should induce them to try to de
stroy and drive from their land, a race among whom were men 
guilty of such deeds ?" In sp1mking of the num her of them, J. B. 
says," l think it highly probable there never was a thousand upon 
the island at one time. It is pretty certain that their whole num
ber does not now amount to three hundred, including those at the 
settlement. On the western side of the island, where they have 
not been molested by Europeans, except in a fow instance@, there 
remains about six tribes, not amounting together to one hundred 
and fifty people. They have been liable to catarrhal fevers, 
which have often diminished them greatly. \They do not increase 
rapidly, and they often diminished their ribes by wars among 
themseh-ei,." 
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30th. \Ve brought up under Circular Head. On landing we 
met G. A. Robinson, the Superintendent of the Mission to the 
Aborigines, and walked with him to the house of E. Curr, the 
Superintendent to the Van Dieman's Land Company. Here we 
were received with great kindness and hospitality. \\"e walked 
about the premises, and looked at some of the beautiful cattle and 
horses of the establishment. The garden, with its fine crop of 
vegetables, and the well-fenced fields, with luxuriant herbage of 
rye-grass, and white clover, forcibly reminded us of our native 
land. Every thing here, except the gum-trees on the uncleared 
ground, resembles England, and imparted cheerful feelings to us. 
\Ve returned on board the Charlotte at a late hour. 

As it was not the wish of our friends to return in the Charlotte 
with the aborigines from the Hunter's Island, and they were 
kindly offered n passage in the Fanny, a small cutter belonging to 
the Van Dieman's Land Compa11y, which was about to sail for 
W oolnorth, near Cape Grim, whither they wished to proceed, they 
accepted the proposal, and arrived at \Voolnorth early in the 
morning of the 1st of 11th month. 'fhere they were kindly re
ceived by Samuel and Charlotte Reeves; the former is Superin
tendent of the Van Dieman's Land Company's establishment 
there. The settlement of W oolnorth is but small. 

11th mo. 4th. (First-day.) "By previous arrangement with 
Samuel Reeves," continues the Journal, "such of the people of 
this part of the establishment as could conveniently be assembled, 
met with us in an unfinished hut, erected for G. A. Robinson and 
the aborigines, but not used by them; as they went upon -Barren 
Island. The company consisted of forty-five persops, including 
children. G. \V, \V. read to them the fore-part of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, and I addressed them upon the importance of giving 
heed to the subjects contained in it. At the conclusion of the 
opportunity, we distributed some tracts, which appeared to be 
gratefully received. It has been a great comfort to find much 
openness to recei\'e religious counsel in this pince, both in Snmuel 
and Charlotte Reeves, and J. Richardson, and others." 

I 0th. \Ve accompanied Samuel Reeves to Trefoil Island, 
where the Van Dieman's Land Company have a flock of young 
Merino ram~. From the general absence of lime iu the ~oil, there 
is reason to expect that wool produced here will he of excellent 
quality; perhaps the general softness of Van Dieman's Land 
wool is attributable to tliis cause, quite as much as to the breed of 
the s!H.'ep. 

11th. (First-day.) We again as~cmble<l for worship, and ( in
cluding five aborigines) were fifty-eight in number. G. W. 
Walker read a portion of the Epistle to the Hebrews, and I made 
some comments upon it, and engaged in prn er. The company 
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were attentive and reverent in their deportment; this was strikingly 
the case with those aborigines who understand a little English. 
The solemn feelings which pervaded the intervals of silence were 
comforLing. \Ve Imel the satisfaction to learn that James Richard
son, the surgeon, who is a young man of some religious sensibility, 
had concluded to assemble the people regularly every Sabbath. 
Their state being such as greatly needs information and instruc
tion in righteousness, reading will form part of their engagement. 
The aborigines who went in the Charlotte cutter from these islands 
to Flinder's Island were in all twenty-five. 

13th. In the forenoon we completed our report on Port Arthur 
and Flinder's Island to the Lieutenant-Governor. About two 
o'clock we went on board the Fanny, sailing to Circular Head, and 
reached the place of our destination just after dark; we agl\in met 
with a truly kind reception from E. Corr, who is a native of Shef
field. Highfield Plains, where most of the houses are, is about a 
mile and a half from the jetty. 

Mth. \Ve accompanied Edward Currin a ride to the forest, 
distant about eight miles. The common tree-fem of the colony 
abounds here, varying from ten to thirty feet in height. The 
stringy bark and gum-trees are remarkably fine and straight; we 
measured several of the former twenty-two and twenty-six feet in 
circumference, at about four feet ahove the ground, and some that 
had been felled, and were lying on the ground we measured, one, 
one hum.Ired and twenty feet, and another, one hundred and forty 
feet long to where the branches commenced at six feet in circum
ference. The top would probably be fifty or sixty feet more. The 
land on which these trees grow is fine red loam. 

There are about four thousand acres in the peninsula of Circular 
Head, most of it low bills, some of them grassy. Horned cattle of 
the Durham breed, and the Cleveland Bay horses look very home
like to a nati\·e of Durham, whose home isin Yorkshire. The style 
of building here is English. 

llilb. At breakfast E. Curr kindly intimated that he supposed 
I might wish to have the people of the establishment collected on 
the Sabbath, and on my informing him that this was my wish, he 
referred me to Adolphus Schayer, to have the necessary arrange
ments made. E. Curr and his wife are Roman Catholics. In the 
en,ning we bad religious opportuniLies in the two principal huts 
of the prisoners, of whom there are about forty on this part of the 
establii;bmenL 

18th. (First-day.) At eleven o'clock we saw the prisoners 
mustered, and went down to a room adjoining the office, which was 
to-day devoted to the purpose of a meeting-hou~e. Several of lhe 
free servonts joined us, and we had also the company of A. Schayer 
and the surgeon: some of the others, 0 j,i,2~t

0
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formed. After G. W. \V. had read a portion of Scripture, I had 
the opportunity of addressing them. At the conclusion the com- , 
pany were invited to meet us again at five o'clock in the evening, 
at which hour a few of the free men, and a number of women and 
children joined us, with two or three of the prisoners. We had 
also the company of the surgeon and of Samuel Anderson. The 
impression left by this day is, that there is little religion at Circular 
Head. Many of the prisoners are, however, remarkably orderly, 
and are good servants. 

20th. After brt>akfast we visited a young prisoner, who is 
gradually sinking in consumption: this is not a common disease 
in Van Dieman's Land, its pro~ress is very slow when it does 
occur. I took a short walk "'ith J. H. Hutchenson, and looked 
over the library of the company : it is a valuable collection of 
books, open to the officers of the establishment, and there are 
many for loan to the labourers and mechanics, but for want of 
some one to cultivate an interest in them, the latter arc seldom 
read. 

22nd. We accompanied E. Curr to Duck Bay, the limit to the 
westward of this grant of the 20,000 acres to the Van Diem an ·s 
Land Company. 

23rd. Charles Robinson, a young man who says he worked at 
one time for Peter Bedford, called upon us to obtain some tracts; 
he is a prisoner, and says if he had attended to the good advice of 
his master he should not have been here; but be is thankful that 
he is in a place where he is so well off. 

2~th. The carpenter"s shop was fitted up for a meeting-place, 
and the people were assembled in it at eleven and five. The con
gregation, as before, consisted chiefly of prisoner-servants in the 
morning, and of free people in the evening: G. W. '\V. read, and 
after a pause, I addressed the company on both occasions; and 
the opportunities concluded after seasons of solemn silence. \Ve 
took tea with the surgeon and clerks of the establishment, and read 
a chapter in the Bible with them in the evening. It was a more 
comfortable day to me than the preceding first-day. After our 
forenoon meeting, E. Curr and some of the young men came into 
our cottage, and read our certificates, with which they expre~sed 
satisfaction. Conversation sometimes turns on religious topics, 
when we endt>avour to point out what appear to us to be the impor
tant points of Christianity, nod the necessity of so receiving them 
that they may operate practically. 

29th. We held our week-day meeting alone and in silence. 

12th mo. 6th. In a walk this morning I saw a pair of fine pcli-
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cans on the shore of East Bay : these noble birds are not uncom
mon about the shallows of this neighbourhood. 

9th. (First-day.) \Ve a.c;sembled with the people for religious 
worship and edification. The assembly in the afternoon was small, 
and it was a dull season, though we had more voluntary attendants 
from among the prisoners than before. Samuel Needs (the young 
prisoner in 11 consumption) and a few others, are regularly atthese 
opportunities, and maintain 11 reverent deportment, which I think 
we may believe is in some of them indicative of 11 serious frame 
of mind. 

After being present on one occasion when two men had the 
&entence of twenty-five lashes executed upon each of them, J. B. 
remarks: ""\Vitnessing this punishment tended lo confirm me 
in the opinion of its inefficiency compared with solitary confine
ment." 

l:Jlh. After an early breakfast we took leave of Circular Head. 
Our company, consisting of Edward Curr, three assigned servants 
ofthe Van Dieman's Land Company, G. W. W.,nnd myi,elf, were 
all mounted on hon;es, and laden with a variety of articles neces-

- ;;ary for the journey. It was not always easy to find the track, 
l'Ometimes spoken of in the colony as the great "\Vestern Road ; 
the ascent and de;;cent of some of the hills were terrifically steep, 
and in some places the road was over little but barn rocks, as 
nearly perpendicular as it was practicable to get horses up and 
down. 

After travelling forty miles, our friends spread their tent, and 
rested for the ni~ht. The next day they ascended into the forest, 
"some of which," J.B. 11ays, "is of the richest red loam imagin
able, upon which vegetation is luxuriant in the extreme. The 
ferns were so numerous, and their foliage so large, that we often 
rode under their umbrageous leaves. We arrived at Emu Bay, a 
distance of fitly-five miles from Circular Head, before noon. On 
leaving the coast, the road enters the Emu forest, consisting in 
this part chiefly of white g-um-tree11, from 1.50 to 180 feet, and 
frequently attaining to upwards of 200 feet. Further into the forest 
the more gigantic stringy-hark becomes the more abundant tree. 
Some of the larger ones are clear of boughs for about 200 feet, 
and in dimensions will bear a comparison with the Monument; 
they are elegantly crowned with light branching tops, the thin 
pendant folial,!e not excluding the li~ht, but throwing n gentle 
shade over the ground below. We measured one 41 feet in 
circumference, and another 55 feet. After passing some grnssy 
plains, the road enters the dark, dense myrtle-forest. The myrtle 
here is from 100 to 150 feet high, and attains to a circumference 
of 30 feet. The forest-scenery here is deeply interesting. On 
arriving at the Hampshire Hills, (about seventy-six miles from 
Circular Head,) we met with a cordial reception from G. \V. 
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\Valker's relations, George and Mary Robson. G. R. is the Com
pany's Superintendent here; they have an interesting family of 
seven children. 

16th. It being first-day, we met the people of the e~tablishment 
in the barn at eleven o'clock. G. \V. \V. rea<l to them the sermon 
of our Holy Redeemer on the mount, and I made some comments 
upon it, more to my own relief than I had reason to expect. In 
the afternoon I walked alone in a solitary part of the forest, not 
being disposed for company, 

21st. Joseph Milligan, the surgeon of the establishment, and I 
accompanied E. Curr to Emu Bay, on his way home. l"dropped 
some articles from the parcel attached to my saddle; they were 
picked up and brought to me hy a prisoner-servant of the com
pany, who had come along the road after U8. This is an instance 
of honesty in this class of men such as is nut unfrequcntly to he 
met with. 

23rd. A eleven o'clock we a~semhled with the assigned ser
vants: J. Milligan read a portion of Scripture, and I addressed 
them: it was a satisfaction to me to have this opportunity with 
them. 

27th. \Ve went to Chilton with G. Robson and .J. Milligan, 
and left a few tracts with three men stationed at \Vey Bridge, who 
expres!:!ed a wish for some. 

30th. \Ve met ten men, chiefly assigned prisoners, at Chilton 
in the forenoon, and three at \Vey Bridge in the afternoon, with 
whom we had religious opportunities, and proceeded to the 
Hampshire Hills_ in the evening . 

. 31st. Being the last day of the year, my mind was frequently 
engaged in retrospection of the past, in which was the recollection 
of many haltings. My prayer is, that the Lord in great mercy 
may strengthen me by his Holy Spirit, to do his will more per
fectly in the year that to-morrow will usher in. I have notieed in 
a newspaper, the decease of my valued friend Hannah Kilham, on 
her way to Sierra Leone. May the blessing of the Lord remain 
upen her labours to his own glory! 

IR:33. 1st mo. 3rd. We walked with J. l\Elli~an to see some 
gigantic stringy-bark trees, on the opposite bank of the Emu River, 
to that of it.'i junction with the Loud \Yater, and a little below the 
junction ; we were accompanied by Henry Stephen,-on, a stock
keeper of the company, from neat· Richmond in Yorkshire, who 
had seen them before. \Yi thin less than half a mile we measured 
standing trees as follows, at four feet from the ground : several 
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of them bad one large excrescence at the base, nnd one or more far 
up the trunk. 

No. 1-4.5 ft. in circumference, supposed height 180 ft. the top 
broken, as is the case with mo,-t lar~e-trunked trees, the trunk a 
little injured by decay, but not hollowed; this tree had an excre
sence at the base 12 ft. across and (i ft. high, protruding about 3 ft. 
Xo. 2-3it ft. in circumference, tubercled. 
Xo. 3--38 .ft. in circumference: .distant from I These were tine soun.d 

No. 2 about 80 vards. tr_ecs, upwards of 200 lt, 
'' 4 ''8 ft • • ~ • 1· t f h1~h; they had large, ., o. -.., . 1n c1rcum 1erence: < 1stan rom sin<>lc excrcsc~nces at 

No. 3 about fifty yards. the'\ase. 
No. 5-28 ft. in circumference. 
No. ~0 ft. in circumference. 
No. i-32 ft. in circumference. 
No. 8-M ft. in circumference: supposed to be upwards of 200 ft 
high, very little injured by decay; it carried up its breadth mueh 
better than the large tree on the Lopham Road, and did not 
spread so much at the base. 
No. 9-40½ in circumference: sound and ta.II. 
No. 10-48 ft. in circumference: tubercled, tall, some cavities at 
the base, and much of the top gone. A prostrate tree near to 
No. 1, was :l.5 ft. in circumference at the base, 22 ft. at 66 ft. up, 
19 ft. at 110 ft. up; there were two large branches at 120 ft. the 
general head branched off at 150 ft. the elevation of the tree, trace
able by the branches.on the ground, 213 ft. In its fall this large 
tree had overturned another, 168 ft. high, which had brought with 
its roots, a ball of earth '20 ft. across. It was so much irnbedded 
in the earth that I could not get a string round it to measure its 
girth. This is often the case with fallen trees. In an adjacent 
gully, I measured an Australian myrtle :24 ft. and another 28 ft. 
in circumference. I think there are many of larger dimensions 
in the myrtle-forests. On our return I measured, near the Hnmp
shire Hills houses, two stringy-barks that hnd been felled for 
splitting into rails, each 180 ft. long. Near to these is a tree thnt 
has been felled, which is so large that they have been unable to 
cot it into lengths for splitting-, and a shed has been erected ngainst 
it; the tree serving for a back. 

6th. (First-day.) We met with the people here as we have 
done before, and had an open opportunity of religious cornmuni
catio.n with them. A few tracts were given to the prisoners 
in the afternoon, which they received with expressions of thank
fulness. 

10th. G. W. Walker and I sat awhile this morning in our own 
room in religious retirement; we have not lately found opportu
nity for holding week-day meetings; but morning and evening 
G. W. Walker has read the Scriptures in George Robson's 
family, I trust to general edification; it has certainly been to my 
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18th. G. W. Walker accompanied his relation G. Robson to 
Emu Bay, and I went with J. l\lilligan on 11.n exploring excursion. 
The man who was with us took us to the remains of a bark but, 
where a person named Mac Kay, who was injudiciously employed 
by the Aborigines' Committee to capture the natives, came upon 
a party of them, and with cold-blooded crnelty, which character
izes cowardice and recklessness, fired upon them as they sat around 
their fire. One woman was killed, if not more, 11.nd the rest cap
tured. The man who was employed in this service was a prisoner 
not of respectable character. He has since been discharged from 
the service. There is reason to believe this 11.ct of cruel out.
rage led to increased animosity towards. the white population, 
which resulted in loss of life on both sides. The aborigines bad 
robbed 11. hut on Three-brook Plain, about two miles distant, a 
short time before. We were much annoyed by leeches, which bit 
us when we stopped to take our meals: they seem to have the 
power of perceiving persons 11.t a distance, and may be seen mak
mg their way through the grass for two or three yards: we took 
about a dozen off our clothes, but more than that number eluded 
our vigilance and obtained firm bold before we discovered them. 
These animals 11.re rather smaller than the medical leech of Europe. 
The hoary tea-tree forms an arborescent shrub along the banks of 
the numerous streams, which run betwixt the hills in every direc
tion in this part of the country, and is often associated with the 
beautiful nettle-tree of the colony. 

20th. (First-day.) w· e again met the people of this establish
ment. G. W. Walker read the epistle to the Colossinns, and I 
made a few remarks on the efficacy of Divine grace, and of faith 
in the Son of God, as shown in the conversion of'Onesimus; whom 
the apostle recommends to the Colossinn church also, in ano
ther epistle to Philemon, from whom he had run 11.11 ay; 11.nd 
pressed upon the audience the necessity of seeking to know the 
same transforming power in themselves, that they might witness 
it to bring them from under the power of Satan, into communion 
with God, and with bis beloved Son. In the afternoon a number 
of persons were discovered at work: they were free sawyers, and 
splitters, and prisoners, who have recently been deprived of' over
work for the company; they now are doing work for the free saw
yers and splitters, by stealth, out of their regular working hours, to 
obtain the means of procuring tea, &c. 

22nd. \Ve parted from our kind friends at the Hampshire 
Hills, with leeling-s of much interest. The difficulty of obtaining 
rei;pectable female servants is a great drawback to domestic 
comfort in Van Dieman's Land; prisoner-men are almost univer
sally cooks, and often servants of all work. After travelling on 
horseback by way of Chilton Burleigh, Vale of Belvoir, Epping 
Forest, Fords of the Forth, and Mersey, &c. 11.nd encountering 
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many hardships and difficulties, our friends were fornured to 1u• 
rive in safety at Westbury on the 26th ult., and were kindly wt>l
comed by their pious young friend, Lieutenant G. P. Bull and his 
amiable wife. At Burleigh, before retiring to rest, they bad a re
ligious opportunity with the men. " At Lobster Rivulet,". J. B. 
says. " we parted from our kind guide and companion, Joseph 
Milligan, who has devoted much time and lauour to our comfort 
aod accommodation." 

2ith. (First-day.) George P. Ball kindly Rent round to the 
few houses at \Ve11tbury, to invite the inhabitnntstoassemble with 
us for worship, at the officers' barracks, at three o'clock in the 
afternoon. Se\·ernl persons accordingly met us, to whom I had 
the opportunity of preaching the gospel of peace through Jesus 
Christ to repenting sinners, and of pointing ont the need of re
pentance, and the danger of impenitence. Having been so long 
in a part of the island where there are no public-houses, and where 
the evils arising from the use of strong drink are little exhibited, 
we are forcibly struck with their exhibition at \Vestbury : intoxi
cation, cursing and blasphemy, with a depravity of countenance 
that seems to bespeak the man led captive of the devil at his 
will, are exhibited in an appalling manner. It has been a real 
comfort to us to meet with a person of the decided piety or G. P. 
Ball. 

28th. Our kind friend G. P. Ball accompanied us on our way 
to Launceston, as far as the settlement of a person named Ash
burner, who is in the office of magistrate. The locations of settlers 
in this vicinity are very large, some of them upwards of 20,000 
acres. It was lute before we reached Launceston, where we found 
comfortable accommodation ~t the Launceston Hotel, and had tea, 
beds, and breakfast at two shillings each. The climate 011 this 
side of the island i!i strikingly drier than on the western side. The 
distance from the Hampshire Hills to Launceston is one hundred 
and thirteen miles. 

29th. We called upon J. and R. Sherwin, by whom we were 
again kindly welcomed, and requested to take up our quarters at 
lheir house; to which we willingly consented. 

31st. We sat down by ourselves in religious retirement at n. 
week-day meeting; these seasons are often times of renewal of 
spiritual strength, though frequently spent in silence before the 
Lord; not prayerless silence, though the petitions put up are in 
heartfelt, not vocal language. 1n walking we find a few oppor
tunities of circulating tracts; but at present we do not see much 
opening for labour in this place. 

2nd mo. 3rd. (First-day,) Our kind friend Isaac Rherwin 
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invited a few persons whom he kne\, to be piously inclined, to 
meet with us at his house; it was a comfort to us to have their 
company. After a long period of silence I thought it my place to 
call their attention to the greater degree of edification produced 
by feeling in silence .our own nothingness berore the Lore!, and 
under the sense of our spiritual wants, putting np our petitions in 
secret, to our Father, who seeth in secret, than in having the time 
entirely occupied in hearing, even though that spoken might be 
gospel truth, and might answer our feelings and experience ns face 
answereth face in a glass. I informed them that I did not de
i.pise ministerial labour, but wished people to learn the way to the 
Fountain set open in the blood of Jesus for themselves, and also 
that they might seek after a daily communion with the Holy , 
Spirit, manirested in themselves, so that their dependence might 
not be upon their fellow-men, &c. In the evening we '(\·ent to 
see the wife of one of the men, who met with us in the morning: 
she is in poor health, and seems to be a woman of piety. She has 
professed with the \V esleyans, who have no congregation here. 
\V c felt much for this individual, and recommended those of the 
same persuasion to meet at one of their houses on the Sabbath re
gularly, though they should be without a minister. 

J.B. and G. W. W. were much occupied for some days in call
ing upon settlers in the surrounding diHtricts, and in giving notice 
of a meeting to be held the following first-day. 

10th. (First-day.) At ten o'clock we had a meeting at Perth, 
and at three o"clock at K orfolk Plains: both were well attended, 
and ability was mercifully afforded to urge the necessity of people 
becoming practical and experimental Christians. 

I 1th. Aceompanied by W. P. \Veston, we called on Lieute
nant G. B. 8hardon, a married settler, ahout two miles distant, with 
a family. He is a thoughtful man; and he invited us to pay him 
another visit, and to have a religious opportunity with hisser
vants. \Ve had some conversation with his wife also on religious 
subjects: she made many enquiries respecting the preaching of 
women; an explanation we ha1·e often been called upon to make, 
and it has been generally acknowledged satisfactory. In W. P. 
\V eston's and R. R. Davie.s•s families, it is the practice to have the 
assigned servants in at their religious engagements. Many per
sons in the colony complain of continual irritation from their ser
vant-,, but we find that men who know themselves, generally get 
on comfortably with them : they are not unreasonable in what 
they expect from them, and they do not excite them to make inso
lent replies by imperious language. 

13th. In the morning-, in conver~ation with a servnnt of R. R. 
Da1·ies, who was trani,.ported from \\'iluahire for rioting, the man 
told me that he ll'a'S thoughtful on religious suhjects, when at 
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home; that his wife kept a little shop, and he was a carrier, that 
he was about his lawfal concerns when the mob pl\Ssed his pince, 
and compelled him to accompany them; that he wa!! seen among 
them by some one who knew him, who appeared agninst him: 
be did not however say that he was altogether clear of blame; but 
be said, he thought he saw the hnnrl of the Lord in it, for in call
ing a, public-houses, &c., In connexion with his business, he had 
been gradually sliding into habits of intemperance, which he 
thought might hue proved his ruin, but that by means of his ap
prehension, thi!!I snare had been broken; and thnt he now was en
joying more comfort in his bondage, as the Lord's free man, than 
be did when free in body, hut in bondage to Satan; he said also 

• that he was educated in a Sabbath-school, and he now found the 
benefit of such an education, and Wal!!, with his master's leave, 
doing what he could in assisting in the Sabbath-school at Perth, 
and Norfolk Plains. Himself and a few others in the lower walks 
of life, meet occasionally for mutual edification at the school
house. A short time ago this man was ill, and appeared near his 
end, and R. R. Davies told us he often visited him, not to give him 
counsel, but to be edified by his pious remarks, which it was de
lightful to bi'm to listen to. 

15th. lVe received a note from the Lieutenant-Governor, 
granting ns authority to visit prisoners in gnols, penitentiaries, &c. 
and ea.lied upon Ronald Gunn, the Superintendent of convicts, to 
arrange with him respecting a meeting in the Penitentiary. At 
aeven o'clock the following evening we had a religious opportunity 
with the prisoners, about one hundred and seventy in number ; 
they were very attentive and orderly, and we thought it a time of 
\he renewed extension of Divine love and mercy. They were 
faithfully warned of the cons~quences of sin, &c. 

lith. (First-day.) At eleven we sat down for worship, Abra
ham Davy alone was with us. \Ve were favoured to witness the ful
filment of the promise of the Redeemer: " \Vheresoever two or 
three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst 
of them." The meeting we had appointed at the court-house this 
"ening was not large; it was a time of open communication 
on the importMlce of Christian practice, and the inefficacy of pro• 
f~ion without it. 

19th. At ten o'clock we had a religious opportunity with the 
prisoners in the gaol : they were very quiet and attentive. The. 
Chaplain is desirous of forming _a library in it, for their use, and 
we have presented him with a few book!!, as a contribution to
w:i.rds this laudable object. 

21st Aller an earlv ten, we set out for Hobarton, and on our 
way bad a religious interview with Nottmnn's roacJ-party. The 
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prisoners wen: about one hundred and thirty in number: they 
were attentive and quiet, whilst the invitation to the wiek.ed 
to forsake his ways, &c. was freely extended in the love of the 
Gospel. 

At Perth, our friends called upon a widow, who mentione4 
their meeting at that place having given rise to serious though~ 
fulness in a person of her acquaintance; and she said that a man 
in the employment of J. Boney had remarked to his master, that 
many people passed him without noticing him, because he was 
a poor prisoner, but that those gentlemen bad given him a tract, 
and he would read it, because be knew they gave it from their 
hearts. 

In speaking of the form of one of the settlers, who is considered 
a good farmer, J.B. says, be thinks his crops average thirty bushels 
per acre, cultivated with two white crops, and a green one. 

24th. (First-day.) Soon after ten ,o'clock, we repaired to 
Campbell Town, and at half-past ten met a congregation, said to 
be the largest assembled here for the last four yean,; they might 
be about two hundred in number, filling the Police-office and con
tiguous rooms, which had been kindly granted for tbe purpose by 
the Police-magistrate. The congregation consisted of a number 
of affluent settlers and persons of other ranks, including prisoners, 
who thus afforded me an opportunity of testifying to them the 
riches of \he grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of inviting them 
to partake of this inestimable treasure. There is a great disposi
tion in the people here to attend public worship: many of them 
are Presbyterians. After the meeting at Campbell Town, R. 
MacLeod accompanied us to Ross, eight miles distant. The 
meeting, like that at Campbell Town, was a general assembly of 
the settlers of the neighbourhood, with their servants, and was a 
season in which ability was mercifully afforded to preach the gos
pel freely. Campbell Town is eighty-two miles from Hobarton; 
Ross, seventy-four. 

27th. We went to the house of the Superintendent of the Pe
nal-Road party stationed at Bagdad, at seven o'clock, and were 
received very civilly by him and bis wife. This party consists 
of about one hundred and twenty men: they were assembled 
in front of the overseer's hut, and I addressed them on the 
importance of not forgetting that they had souls to be saved or 
lost, &c. 

After breakfast our friends pursued their course to Hobarton : 
much of their journey was performed on foot, and in the course of 
the day they had conversations with several prisoners recently arri
ved, and going into asi,igned service. They mention that most of 
\he tracts they distribute are received with gratitude. 

In alluding to the kindness of one of the settlers, J. B. remarks, 
" The openne!'!S of the hearts of the people towards us is a strong 
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daim upoD our gratitude to the Author of all our mercies. We 
were glad to tum into the house of our kind friends J. and H. 
Barret, on reaching Hobarton, before proceeding in quest of 
lodgings. [t was a pleasure to find that our former host and 
hostess, T. J. and S. Crouch, had removed into a larger house, and 
could again accommodate us. A great number of new buildings 
have been erected in the tow11 since we left it in the 9th month, 
last year. An open four-wheel carriage ho.s run for some months 
betwixt this town and Launceston, a distance of one hundred and 
twenty miles, performing the journey in two days, not running at 
night ; fare £5. 

28th. We removed our luggage with the cases of books lately 
arrived from England, from \Vm. Wilson's store, to our lodging. 

3rd mo. 1st. We unpacked our boxes. It was very comfortin~ 
to us to receive many tokens of the regard of our dear friends, and 
of their willingness to contribute towards the spreading of the 
~ospel in this part of the world, by supplying us with books, tracts, 
&c. The letters from our friends cause us to feel the prbilege 
of belonging to such a body of Christians, notwithstanding the 
low state it is thought to be in; and from which I long to see it 
arise, that it may shnke itself from the dust of the earth, and again 
shine to the glory of the Lord; who separated it from the people 
for bis own praise. Amidst a deep sense of many in6 rmities, it i1 
a great consolation to be assured that we retain a place. in the pray
ers of our denr friends. 

After enumerating the letters received, J. B. mentions the Re
ligious Tract Society having made them another grant of tracts, 
and that they had also received books and tracts, &c. from the 
Meeting for Sufferings, Friends' Tract Association, the Temper
ance and Peace Societies, the British and Foreign School Society, 
and from several private individuals. 

2nd. I bad a long conversation with the Lieutenant-Governor 
on a variety of subjects thnt hnd engaged our attention whilst 
from Hobarton, especially on the f!tate of the prisoner-population, 
on which he is desirous of obtaining every information. I also 
spent a little time in conversation with G. A. Robinson, on the 
state of the aborigines, &c. 

3rd. (First-clay.) Our meeting this morning was small, but 
not without some sense of the ovel"shadowing of Divine goodness 
and mercy : that in the afternoon was a season of poverty and of 
deep sense of the necessity of having the Lord for our strength. 
A few Wesleyans and an awakened Jew were present; in both I 
was engaged in vocal labour. We spent the evening with the 
Lieutenant-Governor and bis family, and renewed the Christian 
intercourse we have so often enjoyed in their compnny. It is 
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Yery gratifying to see the anxiety exhibited by the Lieutenant
Governor, to rule on Christian principles, and to prosecute the 
work of reformation among the prisoners, on the same unerring 
standard. Mankind have too long striven to prevent crime by 
visiting it with ven:;:-eance, under the ddu~i"e hope that vengeance 
upon the criminal would deter others. The effect of this system 
was unsuccessful, as the means is unauthorized by the Gospel, 
which says, 'Vengeance is mine, I will repay, snith the Lord; 
therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him 
drink; for, in so doing, thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his 
head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.' 
(Rom. xii. 19-21.) No doubt but these principles, if acted upon, 
would promote reformation and prevent crime, more than any 
others, whether by individuals or by governments: and they 
would not prevent a salutary restraint being placed upon trans-

, gressoN, to prevent their annoying Society by their crimes, till 
these kindly principles could be made to bear efficaciously upon 
them. 

6th. \Ve attended a meeting of the Committee of the Tem
perance Society, and presented it wi1h copies of all the tracts 
lately received from England. W. C .. R. S. and another person, 
called upon us to obtain tracts for distribution. W. C. and R. S. 
I have before noticed as reformed prisoners; they appear to be 
growing in grace, and are diligent in promoting that which is 
good, by di~ributing tracts and sticking up in cottages the broad 
11heets with the Ten Commandments, &c. upon them. 

7th. A person named G. called upon us to obtain tracts for 
distribution: he mentioned a man to whom htt bad given one, 
having been awakened by reading it. T. P. also called on us for 
the same purpose; he was formnly a prisoner; being sent from 
London under a 11even-yeo.rs' sentence : be is now free by ser,i
tude. He says he has reason to bless God day and night for hav
ing been sent to this colony. by which he was broken off from 
his evil associates : he attributes his change to the preaching of B. 
Caroosso, a \Vesleyan minister, while attending on condemned 
criminals in Hobarton Gaol; and says, he was much confirmed by 
reading tract.'!, particularly' Advice to Prisoners,' the' Dairyman's 
Dnughter,' and the ' Young Cottager.' 

8th. J. B. called to obtain tracts for distribution : he was a 
seven-years' prisoner, from London, dii;tinguished as an audacious 
sinner, and a pugilist: he was awakened to his undone state 
ahout a year and a half ago, and he is now known among the 
W esleyans by the name of praying B-, from his great fervency 
in prayer. We also had an interview with B. S. a native of Shef
field, formerly a seven-years' prisoner from London, and a noted 
drunkard; he is free by servitude, and is one of the seals of J. 
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Leach·• ministry: he is now a master-carpenter at Hobarton. 
Richard Edwards also called, and was supplied with tructs. We 
have made known our wish to see persons of this description, 1111d 
to furnish them with tr11cl8, &c. 

9th. W. B. a pious soldier, called to obtain tracts, &c. The 
regiment to which he belonged is about to proceed to India. It 
baa been a great satisfaction to us, on our return to Hobarton, to 
mark a decided growth in grace both in this man and in several 
others. Joseph Presnell, a master-shoemaker, applied for tracts, 
and said be wns not satisfied to accept them !('raluitously; we 
therefore accepted from him a subscription to the Tract Society of 
two dollars. 

JOth. (First day.) S. B. called for a supply of tmcl'I: be was 
traD!<ported for seven years \ihen a boy, and was awakened 
under the ministry of the late R. H. Robinson, Colonial Chaplain 
of New Norfolk; be is now a JJious man. At our meeting tlii~ 
mornin~ we had the company of J. H. and J.P., house-servants 
of the Lieutenant-Governor, and both in the army. The former a 
Wesleyan, and desirous of obtaining his discharge: R. E. and somtl 
others were also present. After I had said something to them, J, 
H. addressed a lively appeal to the company, calling upon them 
to consider what they individually knew of the work of grace in 
their own experience; R. E. also spoke impressively, and the 
meeting concluded after solemn prayer. In the afternoon the 
company was as large as the room would hold. R. S., a prisoner, 
witnessed a good confession of what the Lord had done for him ; 
and warned the company of the awful c9nsequences of neglect
ing the offers of salvation : he spoke with great culmnei;s and 
much feeling. R. E. and myself were also engaged in vocal la
bour.• \Ve 11penl Lhe evening with the Lieutenant-Governor, 
and had much interesting aud instructive conversation. 

I Jth. We had some other nppJications for tracts. The zeal of 
so many young men in circulating them, bring-s them almost to 
every house, and a large proportion of them are exchanged weekly, 
throughout the town and neighbourhood. It is truly pleasant to 
find so many coadjutors in this work: they are chiefly prisoners, 
connected with the W esleyans; we had also a visit from three 
more private so]die?'l!, and a corporal, who have become awakened 
by this body of industrious Christians. 

12th. \V. B. and J. K. calle<l upon us: we felt much for 
and with them; after a season of silent waiting, prayer was put 
up for them and their comrades; they also prayed fervently for 

"Themediagshere noticed 1Vere much l>lca&ed 10-- who 1Vas stirred up in them 
to examine hia state. 
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tl1em!<elves and for us. It was a time to be remembered with 
humble grntitade. W. B. is a drummer, and was awakened by 
the mini11tery of James Norman, one of the Colonial Chaplains. 
J. K. is a private, and was more recently awakened by rending 
the tract of the Religious Tract Society, "How can a man be 
born when he i;; old?" 

16th. J. F. called upon us for tracts. He says he was once eo 
drunken a character, as to sell his bed and every rag he could 
spare for ·drink; this was his state when a soldier, when trnns-
ported to this colony, and whenever he could get opportunity 
afterwards, till he was roused to serious thoughtfulness by the 
preaching of James Leach. He has been sober and industrious, 
and thert: is reason to believe pious, for the la.'lt two years ; be 
says he shall have reason to bless Goel for ever, that he was trans
ported to Van Dieman ·s Land ; his sentence was seven years, and 
he is free by servitude. 

16th. 'fhe Lieutenant-Governor sent to request we would 
wait upon him, which we did: his object was to confer with us 
on what means he could adopt for the furtherance of the objects 
of the Temperance Society. He is deeply affected at some deaths 
of recent occurrence, consequent on spirit-drinking, and is desiroui;; 
of suppressing the practi1:e: he is fulJy convinced of many of the 
moral and political evils attendant upon it. While it appears to 
bring much revenue to the government, it wastes that revenue by 
the crime it gives birth to and encourages. lt also destroys much 
of the population, having first made them 11 moral pestilence, 
and cut off their hope of salvation. 

17th. J. S. • called to obtain tracts, also P. L. The former 
was once a notoriously profane man: he was a prisoner, hut is 
free by servitude, and has been two years a member of the Wes
leynn church: the latter is a Jew, whose attention has been 
turned to the gospel by the labours of a pious fellow-prisoner. 

19th. \Ve spent the evening with N. and A. Turner, who have 
lately received a number of letters from natives of the Tonga 
Islands, that hav.e become Christians, full of expressions of love, 
the budge of discipleship. One from a queen shows her z:eal in 
teaching her countrywomen the things in which she had received 
instruction, including temporal things with spiritual; such ns the 
making of decent garments, &c. Christianity appears to be sprerul.
ing with amazing rapidity in the Friendly Islands. 

22nd. In the afternoon I took a walk to the extremity of a road 
formed by the sawyers in the bason of Mount Wellington; where, 
in a very sequ<>.stered spot, I found two men, who had just left 
their ll'ork, in 11 hut formed of bark, placed in an inclined posture 
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against a horizontal stick, supported by others. They were rest
ing themselves under this little roof, which was open at one end 
towards the fire. One of them told me that he was the son of a 
Wesleyan class-leader in \Viltshire, and that having despised 
the counsel of his father, he bad fallen into grievous sin, and had 
committed a depredation upon the property of a neighbour, for 
which he had been transported for life; he was in a thoughtful 
state of mind, and I endeavoured to encourage his convic
tions. 

23rd. Wm. Bedford, the senior Colonial Chaplin, called to 
obtain tracts. We inquired of him if be ever knew a white man 
punished for ill treating one of the aborigines of this land ; he 
ndmilted that he did noL Considering the outrages upon them 
continually reported in time past, I cannot understand how this 
should have been the case if the government were really sincere 
in the proclamation it i8sued, professing to protect them; par
ticularly antecedent to the timll when so piany white people 
were killed by them, as to.occasion the settlers to look upon them as 
common enemies. No investigation appears to have been insti
tuted when a poor black was found shot, as to the circumstances 
under w bicb it was done; but if a white man was shot, an inves
tigation was made, and a verdict of wilful murder returned against 
the poor aborigines, without much attention to the provocation 
given.• 

24th. First-day. \Ve met as usual twice at our lodgings: the 
meeting in the morning was remarkably solemn. All the vocal la
bour fell to my lot to-day. At the conclusion of the afternoon 
meeting a conference took place on the subject of the persons who 
meet with us continuing to assemble regularly for worship, when 
we are absent from the town : this they are desirous to do, but 
are, with ourselves, of the mind, that they are not in state to open 
a house for public worship; but that to meet in a more retired way 
might be to edification. It was concluded to meet again on fifth
day evening to give this important subject further consideration. 
J. R., a reformed prisoner, called upon us for tracts. He be
came a changed character from' reflection on his own state, and 
from the influence of the example of some with whom he was as
sociated. J. W. also called for the same purpose; be is a seven
yenrs' prisoner nnd was turned to serious reflection by the ministry 
of N. Turner. They have both maintained. their ground as re
ligious characters for one year and a half. Isaac Livermore, a 
pious Independent, called for some tracts. 

• I ■ one of the lut ca.ses that occurred in the colony, in which a verdict of wilful 
murder na returned ■gainlt the aborigines, it appears, from mbsequent Information, 
that the provocation given wu auch aa would have been thought mfficient to justify 
hCllllicide in civllize4 aociety. 
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27th. Two specimens of that remarkable insect, the praying 
mantis, were brought to us this evening. It has obtained this 
name from the remarkable posture in which it stands to catch flies, 
which it does with great voracity. It is about one and a half 
inches long, and three-tenths of an inch wide in the broadest part 
of the body which is covered with wings of an elliptic form, and 
their substance overlaying each other; these are an inch long. 
The prevailing colour of this insect is lig-ht pea-green. It is 
abundant in the gardens at this seai,;on of the year. 

28th. In the afternoon I walked to the timber-fellers' hut, in 
the forest emhosoming Mount Wellington, mentioned on the 22nd 
inst, to leave the two men a few tracts and a hymn-book: when I 
first found them I was attracted to the spot by their singing. 
The young man, whose father was a "\Vesleyan dass-leader, told 
me that he was sure they were not singing because they were 
comfortable, but because, having finished their work, they had 
nothing to do; they had no books, and he nssured me he was 
very uncomfortable in his mind: he said he had been thinking in 
the night bow easily one of the great trees, such as they are sur
rounded by, and one of which had lately fallen near their hut, 
might have flLllen upon it, and crushed them to death : and he 
observed, he was sure he was not prepared to die. The scrub waa 
burning near to the place where they were stationed: their 
little bark hovel had narrowly escaped the flames; which ho.d 
communicated to the lofty stringy-bark trees, and charred them 
to the top; and the fire had burnt into some of their butts, and 
loosened them, or in some instances brought them down. The 
young man repeatedly pointed at these trees, which were one 
hundred and fifty feet high, and some of them nearly thirty feet 
in circumference, and said, "You see, sir, we cannot tell but at 
any hour of the day or night one of these great trees may fall 
upon us, and crush us to death: but we are prisoners, sent here 
to work, and cannot help it:" he did not complain of this as an 
undue hardt1hip; but spoke of it as giving a sense of the necessity 
of being .prepared for death. Sometimes his emotion Rlmost 
choked bis utterance. I encouraged him to cherish these feelings, 
and to be willing to understand his errors; to attend to the con
victions of the Holy Spirit, by which he was given to see his 
unfitness to die, assuring him, that if he kept under this holy in
fluence, he would be led to repentance toward God and fuitb in 
the Lord Jesus, by which he would know his sin to be blotted 
out, and ability given w walk in holiness before the Lord; he told 
me he had slighted the counsel of his• father, but said, "Now I 
begin to think of what my father u~ed to say to me;" he accom
panied me ou my way back, as far as a spring at which I quP.nche<l 
my thirst. Before parting we knelt down together, and I gave 
vent to the exercise of my mind for him in prayer, to which, with 
his face almost in the <lust, he two or three times suid in a low 
tone, "An1en." 
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In the evening, Thomas Squire, J. Walton, R. Edwards, and 
J. Allen (son-in-law of W. Rayner) met with us at our lodging, 
to deliberate upon their holding a meeting for worship when we 
1re absent from Hobarton. The subject was entered upon in a 
weighty manner, and the conviction 11eemed general that it might 
tend to their religious strength to meet in a retired way in a private 
house. A room was concluded to be looked at, used for a school 
during the week. 

31st. First-day. Our meeting this morning was well attended; 
and it was mercifully owned by the overshadowing of Divine in
fluence. 

4th mo. 4th. G. W. \V. spent much time in forming a selection 
of books for a Friends' library here, and in preparing a catalogue 
of them : they are to be placed under the charge of Thomas 
Squire and Ann Pollard. 

7th. First-day. At eleven o'clock we met at the place fixed 
upon for holding Friends' meetings. The congregation, including 
some children, amounted to fifteen persons. In the afternoon, a 
chapter of" Tuke's Principles," some of" Chalkley's Observations 
on ChrisL's Sermon on the Mount," and a portion of Scripture were 
read. I thought there was a comfortable feeling over our minds 
during the reading. 

81.h. After having arranged our luggage, we set out for Oyster 
Bay, calling on the Lieutenant-Governor by hill request. He read 
to us a polite letter from Viscount Goderich, acknowledging that 
sent by us to him Jut otb month. We croliSed the Derwent to 
Kangaroo Point, reached Richmond in the evening, and were 
kindly greeted by our friends J. and T. Parramore, and J. H. 
Butcher and family. With both of these families we had much 
conversation on religious subjects, panicularly on the Scriptural 
views entertained by our Society on peaceable principles, Chris
tian discipline, and gospel ministry, including tithes. 

9th. W. J. and T. Parramore kindly supplied us with food for 
our journey, and the former also sent one of the field-police con
stables to show us our way. This moo looks forward with great 
anxiety to restoration to liberty; indeed, this is universally the 
cue, except where men have become reckless in misconduct, and 
are sentenced for life. He assured us that, from his own know
ledge, m08t of these men were infidels in principle. The principal 
road to Oyster Bay, which i11 a cart-track, is by Sorrel Town; that 
•hich we took, being nearer, is but a foot-path, and on its joining 
the cart-track we dismissed our guide, and reached the settlement 
of Lieutenant Hawkins on the eleventh. 

12th. 'fhe day being wet, we remained 
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lrins's, and aft.er breakfast we bad a religious interview with hi1 
prisoner-servanui, to our satisfaction. 

13th. We pursued our journey, passing the huts or Little 
Swan port, and reached Francis Cottons House just before dark. 
F. C. and bis wife gave us a most hearty welcome. They have 
seven small children. Anna Maria Cotton was a good deal over
come by her feelings ; she said she had not hoped to see any 
Friends there, on a religious visit. Our journey from flobarton 
to this place was about seventy miles, 

14th. First-day. At eleven o'clock we assembled for worship 
in a large room in F. Cotton's house, and again in the evening. 
On both these occasions, after a solemn pause, I thought it my 
place to address the company at some length. 

23rd. We ho.d a meeting at Waterloo Point, in the Barrack. 
room, which was attentively prepared by the sergeant, who accom
panied us to the meeting, nt which we hnd also the company or 
the Police-magistrate, nnd about twenty other persons. I had the 
meeting appointed under feelings of great emptine,s, and helpless. 
ness, and went to it under the same, yet trusting in the Lord : 
and He, in his mercy, wns pleased to afford me more than usual 
ability to labour in the Gospel. 

24th. We hnd a religious interview with Francis ancl A. M. 
Cotton. I thought it my place to encourage them to faitbfulnet111, 
in hearing the testimonies of Friends in all things, believing them 
to be according to the Holy Scriptures, and that they themselves 
valued them as such. I also pointed out the importance of this 
step, in regard to their children, and to their influence in this 
neighbourhood, 

26th. After a parting religious opportunity with F. Cotton's 
family, we set out for the settlement of Adam Amos, distant about 
sii,:teen miles north: Dr. G. F. Story (District Assistant Surgeon) 
accompanied us. We reached the location of A. A. about four 
o'clock, and received a hearty welcome from the family, which con. 
sists of himself, his wife and ten children. 

29th. We proceeded on our way to St. Patrick's Head, and 
lodging at W. Lyoe·s, set out at five o'clock the next morning, &e• 
companied by our kind host nnd bis i.on. After guiding us safe. 
ly through the bush, they returned home, nod we walked about 
eighteen miles further, mostly over a sandy bench, to the mouth of 
a river, where, finding the water fresh, we halted, fed the hone 
which F. Cotton hnd happily provided to carry our provisions, &c. 
and then proceeded over" tiers" of woody hills, which we passed 
without difficulty, by following the cattle-tracks. A lofty emi. 
nence among these tiers is known among ea St. Patrick·• 
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Head. Soon after sonset, we met two men, who informed us, we 
were but two miles from the property of Dr. Henderson, on which 
David Stead, the member of our Society, whom we are now on 
our way to -visit, resides u overseer. In his very humble hul, 
we me& with a hearty welcome; having accomplished'our walk 
or forty miles, with lt:SS fatigue than we might reasonably ha,e 
e:rpected. 

6th mo. 1st. At six o'clock this evening, we assembled with 
the people of the settlement, at W. Steele's house, about twenty
four in number, and had a religious interview with them: nfter 
this we returned to D. Stead's, and spent the remainder of the 
evening in profitable reading and conversation. Some of the 
people here noticed that this was thl! first time the gospel bad e,er 
been preached in this place. 

2nd. Accompanied by F. Cotton, James Backhouse and G. 
W .Walker left Dr. Htmderson's, nod proceeded towards Lnuncea
\On. At James Bateman's at Buffalo Plains, they were much 
pleased to meet A. Cottrell, who had come from Macquarie Har
bour, with a party of eight aborigines, on their way to Flinder's 
Jsll\nd. "J. Bateman" continues the Journal, "was formerly em
ployed to take the aborigines, by capture, if practicable, but by 
dei;truction, where they could not he captured. This was at a time, 
when the aborigines destroyed many white people. Under these 
instructions, about thirty were destroyed and eleven captured : 
those captured became reconciled, and highly useful in the peace
able arrangments so successfully made of latter time, by G. A. 
Robinson and A. Cottrell. The lust time A. C. passed the coast 
he had a friendly interview with the trihe, near the Arthur River, 
that attempted the destruction of G. A. Robinson a few months 
since. Previously to this, two white men of his party were lost 
in crossing a river on a raft, before the tide was out. 

When some of the aboriginal women saw them in danger, they 
swam to the raft, and begged the men to get upon their backs, 
and they would couvey them to the shore, but the poor men, over
come by fear, refused. These kind-hearted women were greatly 
affected by this accident. 

9th. Walking with J. Bateman this morning in his garden, 
he pointed out the grave of an aboriginal child, who died at his 
house. When it expired, the mother and other native women 
made great lamentation, and the morning after it was buried, hap
pening to walk round his garden before sun-rise, be found its 
mother weeping over its grave : yet it is asserted by some, that these 
people are without natural affection. 

13th. We walked seventeen miles into Launceston, and again 
took up our quarters with our kind fiiends I. and C. Sherwin. 
About six miles from Launceston ctbCacilc,9£iil ·02ktbe main road 
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from thence to Hobarton, on which great labour hae lately been 
bestowed; much of it has been now macadamised. 

In reviewing some of the circumstances of this journey, J.B. 
says, "We have received abundant kindness, and evident proofs 
that our religious communications made an impression upon the 
minds of some of the visited. I suppose our walk from Hobarton 
would be about two-hundred and forty miles. We had in the 
course of our journey eighteen meetings and many religious conver
sations, and we put into circulation a number of tracts. 

At the post-office, Launceston, we found a letter from W. J. 
Darling, from Flinder's Island, conveying a very interesting ac
count of the progress of the Aboriginal Establishment. 'fhe fol
lowing are extracts from it, dated Aboriginal Establishment, former
ly Pea.Jacket, now Wybalenna, 6th April 1833. 'We have been 
removed since the 1st February down to this place, which is a 
paradise compared with the other, and which I have named Wy
balenna, or Black Man's Houses, in honest English. We have 
abundance of water, an excellent garden, and every comfort a ra
tional man can want. If yon were gratified with the establishment 
before, you would be doubly so now, and would find a vast im
provement among the people since your last visit: their habita
tions are in progress, four of them being nearly completed. I 
think you would approve of them. They consist of low cottages, 
twenty-eight feet by fourteen feet, with a double fire-place in the 
centre, and a partition ; each apartment calculated to contain six 
persons. They are built of wattles, plastered and whitewn.o;hed ; 
the wattles and grass for thatching, of which a great quantity is 
required for each building, have been brought in entirely by the 
natives, and the delight they show in the anticipation of their new 
houses is highly gratifying. They are of course to be furnished 
with bed-places, tables, stools, &c. and each house will have a good
sized garden in the front of it. By next spring there will not be 
a prettier, or more interesting place in the colony of V un Diem an ·s 
Land. The women now wash their clothes and those of their hus
bands, as well as white women. \Ve are not now half so naked 
as when you were last here, but have neat and substantial cloth
ing.' In a subsequent exU-act of later date, after the aborignes had 
got into their houses, W. J. Darling says,' their houses are swept 
out every morning, their things all hung up and in order, and this 
is without a word being spoken to them. They all 'know, and 
make a distinction on the Sunday; this too springs entirely from 
themselves; the women having washed their clothes on the Satur
day. .The men dress every Sunday morning in clean, dark frocks 
and trowsers, and every one of them washes himself.' 

17h. We applied to the Under-Sheriff for the use of the CotJrt
house to hold a public meeting in, which was readily granted : 
nnd we requested H. Dowling to print some notices. 

19th. In the forenoon we a'-'",f'ffi\u!;,deic.q~'< fo, aml in the 
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e'"ening we had a crowded congregation in the court-house, to 
whom I was enabled to proclaim the glad tidings of \he Gos
pel, and to point out the nece!ISity of beginning to leam Christi
anity, by nllending to the operation of the Holy Spirit, convinc
ing of sin, leading to repentance, and to faith in Christ, &c. Several 
persons, after the meel.ing, expressed their satisfaction with what 
\hey had heard. 

21st. In the e,ening we met the prisoners in the Penitentiary, 
and after reading to them the sixth chapter of John, the blessings of 
the Gospel were held up to their view, and the happiness of those 
who become subjert to its power, &c. 

3lsL Accompanied by R. Gunn, we walked to the residence of 
G. and M. Robson, who are removed from the Hampshire Hills 
to within about three miles of Launceston, and agreeing to 
holrl a meeting on their premii;es on first-day, we proceeded to in
Yite the inhabitants of Paterson's Plains to attend it. 

6th mo. 2nd. (First-day.) The meeting this morning at G. 
Robson·s was btit small, yet we hnd no cause to regret having np-
~~ ~ • 

4th. Having for some time past felt an impression of religious 
duty to in\'ite the inhabitants of this pince to a. meeting for the 
purpose of conveying information to them on the object of Tem
~rance Societies, we convened one this evening in the court-house, 
which was respectably attended. After it, a fow names were ad
ded to the number already subscribed to the declaration. There 
are now thirty signatures. 

7th. We received a satisfactory letter yesterday from Da
vid Stead, by w hicb it appears that since his return home he 
has assembled the men on first-days, and read portions of Scrip
ture to them, in which engagement he has bad satisfaction, and he 
thinks it has had some good effect upon the men; he has also 
put a few more books illustrative of the principles of Friends into 
circulation. D. Stead"s honest, upright character, has gained es
teem, not for himself only, but for the Society of Friends. 

9th. Accompanied by R. Gunn, we went out to Nottman·s 
road-party and had a religious opportunity with them. In the 
e,ening we had a crowded public meeting in the court-house. 

6th mo. 11th. James Backhouse and G. W. Walker set out 
for the country, walking first to Perth, and from thence to Nor
folk Plains. They visited many of the settlers, amongst whom 
they had much religious service, being frequently tmgaged in con
verMtion on serious subjects, and having many religious opportu-
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nities in families. They also advoco.ted the causeof Temperance 
Societies with considerable success, They were received with 
great kindness and hospitality, and the following first-day they 
held a meeting at A. Gatenby's, near the Lo.ke River, in which J. 
B. says, " renewed ability was granted to preach the gospel." 

18th. We wo.lked about nine miles in the afternoon to Ellen
thorpe Hall, o. large boarding-school for girls, kept by George Carr 
Clark o.nd bis wife. This highly interesting place reminded me 
greatly of Ackworth, in its external arrangements. The female 
head of the establishment is admirably qualified for the important 
charge she bas undertaken, and long conducted with success: she 
posesses improved natural to.lents, o.nd a mensure of spiritual 
attainments. The pupils are about forty in number, several of 
w.hom are educated and maintained at the expense of the benevo
lent pair to whom the establishment belongs; being children 
whose education has not been provided for, and who havtl in some 
instances lost their mothers at a tender age. The education is a 
good and useful one. In the evening the domestics of the esta
blishment were assembled, and we had a religious interview with 
them. The servants in the house w)lere the children are, are all 
females. There are two young men teachers and several young 
women, who have been brought up in the school, and are appren
tices. We had conversation with our hostess on the subject of her 
interesting flock, with whom we also had a religious interview. 
This morning (the 19th) G. C. Clark told us he had aclopted the 
principles of the Temperance Society since meeting us in Hohar
ton about a. year a.go. 

21st. The weather has been more mild for the last two weeks, 
but it looks very inclement upon the adjacent mountains; when 
the clouds break away, the snow is seen covering their tops. This 
is the shortest day in this hemisphere. Hitherto the winter has 
been remarkably fine: we have seldom had to defend ourselves 
from wet by our umbrellas, and the roads in this part oftbe islnnd 
are but little cut up. \Ve have great cause gratefully to ac
knowledge the overruling of that merciful Lord who led us to visit 
the out-ports of the colony last winter, when it was so wet as to 
render travelling in the interior extremely unpleasant; and to visit 
the interior at this season, when it is cool and pleasant tra
velling on foot. 

28th. \Ve visited the gaol at Longford for the distl'ict of X or
folk Plains. Our next visit was to one of the schools patronized 
by the government by a premium of £25 per nnn. on a certain 
number of children being taught in them. There are in this dis
trict four schools of this kind, under the charge of R. R. Davies, 
the clergyman at Longford, viz. one at Longford, one on the op
posite side of the South Esk,one nt \Vestbury, and one at Camp• 
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bell Town. There is nn average attendance of about one hundred 
and twenty children nt the four echools. In one of these R. R. 
Da.,iee intends trying the system of the British and Foreign 
School Society. We also called at the school kept by G. Ellis
ton who bas filleen pupils, sons of the most respectable settlers; 
some of them approaching towards manhood. 

The 1st of 7th mo. our friends returned to Launceston, and 
~n found comfortable quarters with their kind friends I. and C. 
Sherwin. 

3rd. J. Backhouse writes," I found W. J. Darling and A. Cot
trell in the town. They had just arrived from Flinder's Island, 
where they left Thomas and Louisa Wilkinson, the missionary, 
and hie wife, with whom they seem much pleased. Six deaths 
have recently occurred, but this is not a larger number than might 
be calculated upon, none having taken place before the setting in 
of the rainy aeaaon, for more than twelve months. The deceased 
had been but a short time in the establishment. One was a 
child of two years of nge, and its parents. The child died first, 
and the parents, overpowered with grief at its death, drooped, and 
SOOD died." 

9th. Thie evening a meeting was held in the C'ourt-house, 
of the pel"IIOfls that have signed the declaration of the British and 
Foreign Temperance Society, for the purpose of appointing a 
Committee, and attending to other business. Several persons 
who had not signed the declaration were also present. Seventy
eight have already signed in this vicinity, exclusive of upwards of 
twenty in the district of Norfolk Plains, nnd on the Lake River, 
l!tc. Many others are beginning to view the subject favourably. 
The cause of tempemnce appears to make good progress here. 

The master of the Government-school had just brought in a 
nomber of aprons, pincushions, and needle-cases, made by the 
children under his care, to be transmitted to Thomas Wilkinson, 
for the aborigines on Flinder's Island. Some benevolent indivi
duals have also proposed sending them a quantity of fruit-trees by 
lhe return of the Charlotte. 

10th. In pauin~ the Penitentiary, I saw fourteen men going 
i11 from Nottman's Rond-party, sentenced to be flogged, chiefly 
for ueglect of duty. 'fbe men in this party are tasked by the 
Superintendent lo break a cubic yard of stone, such as is known 
in England by the name of whin-stone. This quantity is con
llidered a large one for a man who has been accustomed to the 
work, to break in a day in England. To persons not used to 
Mione-breaking, this quantity must be more than they can efft:ct; 
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and in such cases to sentence them to from twenty-6,e· to fifty 
lashes for not effecting it, is an act of oppression. Punishment of 
this sort under such circumstances tends to harden men, and to 
drive them to despi:ration. 

J Ith. In the evening we met some persons who have turned 
to the Lord in this place; most of them are the fruits of John 
Leach's ministry, and meet with him weekly1"in class." I appre
hended it my duty to visit them before leaving this neighbour
hood. The meeting was one of some good to my mind, and I 
was strengthened to extend the word of counsel, exhortation, and 
encouragement to this portion of the little flock. We parted from 
them in love, after commending each other to God in prayer, and 
begging of the Lord to bless his work and to prosper it in the 
land. After the meeting, a young man told us that he first came 
under a sense of the power of religion, from attending a meeting 
we had at I. Sherwin's some months since : he said also that he 
had been much encouraged in the right way, by J. Leech's minis
try. I remi:mber the meeting he refers to: it was one in which I 
felt remarkably low and empty, held on 2nd mo. 3rd. 

13th. We now took, what we suppose may prove a final leave 
of our kind friends I. and C. Sherwin, and proceeded to Boydell 
Hill, to dine with George and Mary Robson. John Leech accom
panied us part of the way ; we separated from him, as from a bro
ther beloved in the Lord. It is very pleasant to see him improving 
in health. 

16th. We parted with G. W. Walker's relations, and on ani,
ing at J. Boney's at Wood Hall, we concluded to have a meeting 
there that evening. Old William Bryan was dispatched to gfre 
notice, which he set about most heartily. In the evening about 
forty persons assembled, notwithstanding it was dark and foggy. 
The principal part of 011r congregation were prisoners, but we bad 
also the company of some of the free population. Jane Youl, 
Jesse Boney, &c. continue their pious labours among the children 
of all classes in this neighbourhood, meeting them at Perth e-rery 
Sabbath, and devoting a few hours to their instruction. 

17th. After breakfast we had a parting religious opportunity 
with the family of J. B., and calling at D. Gibson's on our way, 
proceeded to Captain Wood's, a few miles distant, where an ar
rangement was made for a meeting at six o'clock this evening. 
There was a large number of assigned prisoner-servants present, 
making a company of upwards of forty persons. To these the way 
oflife was freely declared, and the way of dP.ath pointed out., and 
they were invited to lay hold on the hope set before them in uie 
Gospel. This opportunity opened the hearts of some present 
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towards ns in a remarkable mnnner. On this occasion, I hnve 
great cause to bless the Holy name of Him who out of weukness 
made me strong to declare bis truth. 'fo him alone belongs the 
glory. -

20th. We proceeded to Meadow Bank, near Camp hell Town, 
to J. Mac Leod's; at. his house we received letters from F. Cotton 
and T. J. Crouch, the former strongly pressing us to pay another 
,isit in Oyster Bay, and pointin1t out the opening for a person to 
convey religions instruction at Waterloo PoinL T. J. Crouch in
formt:d us that his wife had given a copy of the tract of the Temper
ance Society, entitled, " The Outcast,'' to a man who bad been a 
drunkard for nineteen years, and having read it, his eyes were 
opent:d; and he has joined the Temperance Society. This man 
lent the tract to another, who also, through reading it, became 
awakened to the sin and folly of drunkenness, and it was the means, 
in conjunction with some gentle_expostulation from S. Crouch,of 
producing reformation. 

2lsL (First-day.) At eleven o'clock a congregation or from 
one hundred and fifty to two hundred persons, usi;embled in the 
Police-office at Campbeµ Town, to whom I had the privilege of 
preaching Christ cruci6ed ; inviting them to come unto him by 
aUention to the teaching of the Holy Spirit, &c. Aft.er tea we re
turned to J. Mac Leod's, and met his family and neigh hours, t'on
cluding the day as we bad began it, with religious labour. Many 
persons who attended the meeting this morning, came ten or 
twelve miles. 

Our friends continued diligently engaged for some time in the 
neighbourhood of Campbell Town and Ross, having several re
ligions inteniews with the settlers, &c. and holding meetings in 
some places. In mentioning thei(visit to Jane Foster and her 
sons, J. B. says, " After tea we had a meeting with thew and their 
establishment, and some of their neighbours. We have oft.en to 
admire the sense of the Lord's power being with us, in endeavour
ing to tum the attention of those, in whose minds the things of 
this world have h!l(l the first place, to those that belong to the 
glory of God, and the peace of their own souls." They were en
couraged by the formation of an Auxiliary Temperance Society 
a, Campbell Town, and a Branch' Association at Ross, where 
many persons signed the declaration, and a subscription was raised 
to procure tracts, J. B. remarks that there are very few singing
birds natives of the colony, and none of them keep up a long 
and steady song like our English warblers. In speaking of the 
produce of I.be colony, he observes that the price of grain con
tinues low, from 3e. 6d. to 4s. per bushel, butchers' meat 4d. per 
paund. ,v ool is the staple article of profit to most of the Van 
Dieman's Land farmers. In some parts fo the country the 11pring• 
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ore much impregnated with salt, and one lagoon yields eo much, 
that in summer a crust remains where the water is dried up, and 
this is collected for use and sale. Many eagles are seen of a lorge 
size. 

8th mo. bt. G. \V. Walker's nephew and his son Edward 
came from Monn Vale, where they are on a risit, and breakfasted 
with us. We took what may prove a final leave of them, and also 
of our kind friends the Pnrramores, and proceooed on our journey. 
G. Parramore accompanied us about a mile on our road. We 
parted from this good man and his children, with much in
terest. It is a rare thing in this land to meet with a family living 
under the influence of the gospel. There ore many who approve 
it, but yet do not become the disciples of Christ by denying 
self. Defore sunset, we reached \Vooclbury, the substantial 
dwelling of Robert Harrison, and in the evening had a religious 
interview with the family and servunts, assembled in their spa
cious ball. 

2nd. After breakfast we set out for Oatla.nds, where a meeting 
had heen previously appointed at half-past six, in the Police
office; a neat stone building. A bout thirty persons met us on 
this occn.sion, and we had an open opportunity of religious labour 
with them. 

At Jericho, on First-day, the 4th, we met a congregation of 
ahout fifty persons in the chapel. In the afternoon M. Jones be
came our guide to the Spring Hill road-party, distant about four 
miles. In this party there are about fifty men; we had a reli
gious interview with them in the hut of their Superintendenl. These 
pri~oners are not worked in chains: many of lhem are men who 
have been removed from the penal settlement of Port Arthur: 
they lookerl clean and decent, but some of their Rhoes were much 
worn, being too slight for their rough work. It wns nearly dark 
when we reached John Gardener's, where we had concluded to be 
in the evening. J. G. assembled his family and servants, and in-. 
vited the people at the adjacent inn. We had a religious oppor
tunity with them. I did not intend to have attempted three 
meetings to-day, but it so fell out, and I did not see that I could 
properly avoid it: having been extensively engaged in testimony 
to lhe Truth, as it is in Jesus, and in exhortation to sinners, to 
come unto the Father by Him, on each of these occasions, I was 
sufficiently fatigued by night, to be ready for a shake-down on J. 
Gardener's parlour floor. 

6th. We iset out with M. Jones, who met us at Jericho~ and 
leaYing the road to Hobarton, took a western direction along a cart
track, passed a good house, belonging to the keeper of the gaol at 
Hobarton, ancl_went to M. J.'s house. We had n r~ligious inter-
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view with his household and a few servants from the neighbour
hood in the evening, to our comfort. 

6th. Accompanied by M. Jones, we pursued our journey, and 
cnlling on some settlers on our way, went to Captain P. Wood's, 
where we were welcomed as old acquaintances. Here we were 
soon informed that Benjamin Smith was anxious to see us. It wus 
truly gratifying to find him pursuing, with humility, the path of 
Christian piety, in the house in which he wns first known as a bush
ranger. He said it was the hardest day he ever had when he re-
1.Umed to Captain \Vood's, to face those he had so much injured, 
and who had returned him good for evil: thus heaping coals of 
fire upon his head, and melting him down in Christian love. When 
they received him as a friend, he said he was melted into tears; 
and thanked God, and took courage: be says he is treated with 
great kindness by the family, and that though many of his fellow
prisoner servants persecuted him much at first, he strove to submit 
to it patiently, as part of the cross he had to bear in followin~ 
Christ, remembering that when he was ignorant of the love of 
God, he should have done as they did. In process of time, they 
ceased to treat him with disrespect ; and now, he says, there is not 
one of them who will not do any thing for him ; and two of them, 
and a free female servant, ha,·e been stirred up to seek the Lord 
for thel08elves, through the divine blessing upon his simple and 
sincere expostulations. Thus, through the Christian conduct of 
P. \Vood, to a man who had robbed him in his own habitation, a 
blessing has descended upon this house, and not upon this house 
only, but in some measure on the neighbourhood, in which he 
bas taken some pains to promote the education of children. 

We had a meeting with the people of P. ,v ood's establishment 
and some of their neighbours in the evening, to satisfaction. 

At Bothwell, after some difficulties respecting a place, which 
were at length overcome, a public meeting was held on First-day, 
the 11th, 11nd attended by about two hundred persons. It appears 
to have been a satisfactory opportunity,and publicly acknowledged 
as !Uch by o. Presbyterian minister present, who officiates at Both
well on t.he intervening Sabbath when the Episcopalian minister 
1loes not attend. "In the afternoon," J. B. writes," we visited a 
Sabbath-school, established by William Paine, a prisoner in the 
public works, during his leisure on the Sabbath day! \Vhat will 
Dot Christian zeal effect ? In this good work he bad been seconded 
by Benjamin Smith, also a prisoner, through the medium of whose 
friends they _procured books. Thomas Hopkins, a tender-spirited 
man, once himself also a prisoner, gave up a room i.n his cottage, 
and joined in this laudable undertaking. There are now about 
thirty children in this school, which is superintended by N athnniel 
S. Quick, u pious young man, appointed to the office of govern
ment schoolmaster and parish clerk. William Paine Wll.8 awakened 
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hy Lhe ministry of John Leach: he had stolen away from his 
proper place, and was entering a public-house on the Jetty at 
Hobarton, when he saw a number of persons going into a house 
where he was informed that J. Lench was about to preach, and be 
turned and went to bear him. Before that time, he was as great a 
drunkard and swearer as ever came to Van Dieman's Land. I 
have already noticed the circumstances of B. Smith"s conversion, 
through the instrumentality of Legh Richmond's Young Cottager; 
by a passage from_ Proverbs, quoted by James Garret: 'And thoo 
mourn at the last, and say, How have I hated instruction, and my 
heart despised reproof; and have not obeyed the voice of my 
teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed me.'
Prov. v. 11, 12, 13. The way of salvation was opened to this man, 
by reading the tract' Come and Welcome Lo Jesus,' by John Bun
yan. In the evening we had a religious interview with I. F. 
Sharland, W. Synnot, N. Quick, and A. Reid's family and ser
vants. We had a satisfactory conversation on the subject of tem
perance." 

.J. Back house mentions a meeting being held at Bothwell ; " in 
which," he say!!," a temperance society was established, a number 
of resolutions were unanimously agreed to, a committee was 
formed, and subscriptions entered into to procure tracts, and to 
d.efray the expem,cs of the society, which was liberally supported. 
After this 1;uccc~sful and satisfactorv meeting-, we dined with J. T. 
Sharland, who, with Edward Nicho°Ias and others, takes a lively 
inlcrest in the promotion of the cause."' 

18th. First-day. \Ve had a large meeting in the house of 
Henry B. Farlasse at Hamilton. The meeting was appointed at 
eleven o'clock, but it was nearly twelve before it was fully gathered, 
mnny persons coming from a distance, and the habits of the 
higher cla..«scs in this country not being early. When collected 
there were prohably a hundred persons. The meeting ended 
comfortably. We returned to Green Valley in the evening, where 
we again assembled the family for worship. Several of the prisouer
i,;ervnnts nad gone to bed, but when informed by one of their fel
low-servants that the family were about to assemble, they arose and 
joined the company with a degree of zeal we did not expect. 

20th. 'l'he weather is such as would be counted fine summer
weather in England, with the exception of now and then a frosty 
night. Considering the temperature, it is remarkable how little 
European trees and shrubs show signs of vegetation. In the 
evening, at .J. H. Patterson's, the assigned and other servants 
came into the room, 11.nd we imparted to them some information 
on the excellence of temperanct', and had a religious opportunity 
with them. 

After cuntinuiug u few tlayi; in this di:strict, diligently prob~-
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cuting the ob,iects of their journey, our friends pursued their 
course, continuing to visit the settlers on their way, and having a 
religious interview with a detachment of the road-party from the 
Sorrel River, who are erecting a log-bridge over the Dee. The 
want of good bridges in this country is often mentioned as a 
serious inconvenience. 

At Lanrenny, the property of Edward Lord, (now in England,) 
they were kindly received by his wife; and in mentioning a con
versation with her on the state of the prisoner-population, which 
she has had much opportunity of knowing for many years, J. B. 
observes: " She says she is quite certain that the state of filth and 
wretchedness, which most of the huts of the male prisoners are in, 
tends to their degradation; and that the harsh manner in which 
many of their masters treat them, diminishes the influence of such 
masters over them, and makes the men refractory and idle : she 
remarks also, that the slovenly manner in which the men oook 
their own victuals, is the occasion why the rations allowed them 
often prove immfficient. She has tried the experiment of cooking 
for them, and of looking alter their comfort, by seeing that their 
hnts were kept clean, and she found it successful. 

In the afternoon we crossed the Derwent in a boat, and walked 
to Cluny, the residence of Alexander Mac Pherson: he has 
cleared a flat of heavily timbered land, the soil of which proves 
very rich : some of it yielded at the rate of thirty tons and a half of 
Swedish turnips per acre last year. We returned down the river's 
bank to Dun Robin, the residence of W. A. Bethune. 

25th. First-day. We crossed the Derwent with the family 
and servants from Dun Robin, and with as many of those adja
cent settlers, and of the establishment of Laurenny as amounted 
to about forty persons, assembled in E. Lord's kitchen for worship. 
Ac'cording to the ability afforded me, I endeavoured to point out 
the sinfnlness of sin, and the necessity of attention to the reproofs 
of the Holy Spirit, in order to be brought to repentance, faith in 
Christ, and a humble walking with God. We were favoured be
fore separating with a. measure of that solemn feeling which is as 
a seal to gospel labours, even when exercised in great weakness 
and fear. We returned to Dun Robin, and again hud a religious 
interview with the family in the evening. 

26th. We left Dun Robin, called again nt Laurenny, and 
next proceeded to Cawood, the residence of T. F. Marzette and 
his numerous family: here we agreed, after making a call at James 
Young's, to spend the remainder of the clay. 

27th. This morning we accompanied T. F. Marzette and James 
Y oaog to Hamilton, to a meeting for the organization of a Tem
perance Society. \\' e assembled with a few of the mO!!t respect-
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nble inhabitants, and discussed the subject with them: the import
ance of the matter in question \\as fully admitted, though but few 
would sign the declaration. Those who signed it were organized 
o.s a Hamilton Auxiliary Temperance Association. A subscrip
tion was entered into for the purchase of tracts, in which those 
who declined signing the declaration also joined. 

In mentioning a conversation with W. R. Knight on the disci
pline of prisone~rs, &c., J. B. observes: "I have never met with a 
prisoner who would not rather be in poverty and liberty in Eng
land, than be clothed and fed in bondage in Van Dieroan's Land. 

"W. H.. K. walked with us some distance from Hamilton in our 
way to New Norfolk. We dined at T. Fenton'11 at Allen vale, and 
proceeded to R. Barker's on ~lacquarie Plains. \Ve fell in with 
Thomas Terry, who volunteered to give notice of a meeting, and 
by his zeal in a short time be collected several, with whom, with 
R. Barker and his wife and family of eight sons and two daughters 
and their servants, we had a meeting." 

99th. R. Burker walked with us toward New Norfolk. On 
the beautiful hanks of the Derwent a number of spe,cics of shrub,i 
were in flower, corrrea virens, a species of bauera with white 
l.,lossoms, banksiea australis, (in flower all the winter,) &c. The 
silver wattle, black-butted gum, peach, auc.l plum-trees' arc also in 
l.,lossom. 

On our arrival at New Norfolk, we met with a kind ~elcome 
from R. and J. Officer, and became their guests. 

30th. We walked to the hospital with R. Officer, who has the 
charge of this noble institution. It is now far advanced towards 
completion. It has two grand divisions; one for sane, the other 
for immne patients, with appropriate wards and courts. There are 
now one hundn.,-d and thirty-one patients, eighteen of whom <are 
lunatic!!. The apartments for insane persons u.re well constructed. 
'l'he day-rooms are lighted from the tops, the buildinl,:"s being of 
one story, except in a fow ca.o;cs. The surgery i:1 well furnished 
with instruments and medicines. We called at John Terry's, and 
then, mounted on two.of R. Officer's horses, set out for \Villiam 
l\fartin's school, where a meeting was appointed. \Ve met about 
forty persons, to whom I read the 25th and 26th chapters of Acts, 
and then directed the attention of the audience to the call of Jesus 
to themselves, in the secret of their own hearts, seeking to per
suade them not to persecute him, nor to opprn1e bis government 
in Lhemselves. After the meeting we returned hDme with R. 
Barker. 

31st. \Ve accompanied R. Barker about one and a half miles 
up the Derwent, to see a frn1sil tree; which is imbooded in basalt 
in the point of a hill near a casrndc, in a creek thiu empties itself 
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illto the river. The tree appears to be of some species of eucalyp
tue. It is erect, and will probably prove to be standing where it 
bus grown. About ten feet of us height are luid bare by removing 
the basalt, which is here poru11 and cracked. The tree is about 
ten f-eet in circumference at the lowest bare portion. It has no 
appearance of having been acted upon by fire; some of the 
exterior portion bas become like born-coloured flint; much of the 
intemal part is opaque and white, and more fibrous: some por
tions of it split like laths, [others in pieces like matches, and 
others are reducible to a substance resembling fibrous asbestos. 
The grain of the wood and of the bark is very distinguishable. 
Fragments of limbs of the same kind as the tree have been found 
contiguous to the tree; and pieces of petrified wood of similar ap
pearanc:e are found abundantly scatre~d over ~acquarie Plains. 
We t.ook an early diuoer at R. Barkers, and then proceeded to tbe 
Deep Gulley rood-party. We had a religious interview with 
about twenty-six: of them, the rest refused to meet us, snying that 
lhey were Roman Catholic&. 

9th mo. 1st. (First-day.) We had a meeUngon the north side 
of the Derwent, auended by about forty-two persons. There is a 
great indisposition to any thiug good in thi11 part of the settlement. 
lo the evening we had a meeting in an unfurnished ward in the 
hospital. It was a more satisfactory opportunity ; several of the 
inhabitants attended, and the spare room WDB filled up with the 
maimed, the hah, and the blind : these were addressed and en
treated to seek the wedding-garment of righteousness, in order that 
they might become welcome guests at the marriage-supper of the 
King's Son. 

3rd. Ac-companied by R. Officer: and mounted on bis horsell, 
we went up the southern aide of tbe Derwent, to visit some of the 
aeulel'II on that side of the river where we have not been, except 
much furtber up. We calledon D, and M. Jamieson, passed 
Busby Park, a fine estate belonging to J. Kerr, but did not call, 
he being at Hob&1'ton; and aft.er some other visits, were kindly 
welcomed at Fenton Forest by Major and Katherine Gibson, and 
by the wife of Captain Ftmton, and a sister of Major Gibson's. M. 
Fent.on was gone to Hobart.on. The ancestors of the wives of Cap
tain Fenton and Major Gibson were Friends of the name of Hill, 
resident in Ireland. In the evening Major Gibson's son James 
collected the people of the settlement, and we had a meeting with 
them. The principles of Friends appenrto be held in high esteem 
by these families: they are in possession of a letter from their 
father, descriptive of the character of their mother as a Friend, and 
highly commendatory of her in every respect. It is difficult"to say 
whether the letter does most credit to the pen,on described, or to the 
~riter. It ia excellent in every respect. 
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4th. We left the interesting group at Fenton Forest, and pro
ceeded to D. Jamieson's. In the evening we met about sixty per
aons in the school-room, and had a relig'ious interview with them. 
After the meeting we had much conversation OD the subject of 
Temperance Societies, and the different memlJers of the family 
signed the declaration. D. Jamieson laments the diffi'culties that 
settlers so generally bring themselves into by embarking in im
provements beyond their capital. This and spirit-drinking are 
fruitful sources of ruin. Wherever the affections are set on earth
ly treasure, or the energies of the mind are set on carnal indulgence 
the judgments of God are sooner or later made manifest. 

6th. We rode to New Norfolk. On our way we were overtaken 
by Major Oakes, with whom we had much conversation respect
ing Temperance Societies, and the religious views of Friends. 
On our arrival at Robert Officer's, we received a packet of letters 
from Hobarton. It is a great comfort to be thus remembered by 
our dear friends. In the evening we bad a meeting with the pa
tients in the Hospital. There was a sense of the Lord's presence 
with us, which is in a greater or less measure mercifully granted 
ns on most occasions, when we thus meet the people. 

James Brooks, one of the pensioners who came out in the 
Science, died at New Norfolk a short time ago, in an awfully 
hopeless state. He had been drinking in a public-house, t.i..11 his 
money was spent, and the landlady refused to fill him any more 
rum. At this he became enraged, and with an horrid imprecation, 
declared that he would never forgive her so long as he had breath. 
As he uttered the words, be fell down from his seat, a lifeless 
corpse! This account was given us by Robert Officer, the assis
tant Colonial Surgeon, who was called in on the occasion, and 
found that Brooks had died of apoplexy. Jacobina Bum, from 
Ellen Gowan, is on a visit to R. and J. Officer. ltis very pleasant 
to us to ha•e her company. On speaking about the ferocity of 
Van Dieman's Land engl~s, she informed us, that she was one 
day chased by one of these birds for some distance, and obliged 
to run to her house for shelter from it. A similar occurrence hap
pened to a lady on Macquarie Plains. A couple of them have 
been known to attack a horse. The wife of Richard Barker told 
us, that she one day observed a horse galloping backward and for
ward whilst two eagles wt:re chasing it; one driving it in one di
rection, and the other in the other. At length the horse fell, and 
one of them pounced upon its head; she then called some of the 
men, who immediately drove off the ravenous birds : the poor 
beast soon regained its feet, and was thus delivered from its de
stroyers. 

6th. I had some conversation with Lieutenant Croly. on the 
di~cipline of the chain-gang at Bridgewater, which was till lately 
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undtc>r his direction: he is now Police Magistrate at New Norfolk. 
He informed me that the men had their rations delivered to them 
daily ; that their clothes were washed by a few men in the gang; 
that they had half of seventh-day to mend their clothes; that in 
breaking stones they were tasked, but not without regard to the 
ability of the men ; that, as soon as the period of their sentence in 
the gang was expired, they were returned to their masters, or to 
the Superintendent of convicts at Hobarton: that corporal pu
nishment was sparingly administered ; that few persons run away 
from th11t gang, and few crimes were committed by them ; tb11t in 
some instances, ridicule was used f!luecessfully as a mode of. disci
pline, as in case of two men fighting, they were hund-cuffed to
gether, and set in foll view of their companions during the remain
der of the day, as a laughing-stock; and that idleness was 
punished by keeping the parties at work on seventh-day after
noon. 

We had a meeting at noon with the inhabitants ofN ew Norfolk, 
to give them information on Temperance Societies. It was held 
in the Hospital. A considerable number of respectable persons 
were present; a few signed the Declaration, and a liberal subscrip
tion was commenced for the purchase of tracts. It did not seem 
best to attempt organizing an Auxiliary Society here at presenL 
The day bas been beautifully fine. Spring appears to be set in, 
aod we have seen a few swallows. 

7th. We called on William Garrand, the Colonial Chaplain : 
he walked with us to James Sbarlund·s, and to the Government 
School-house. When in the Hospital this morning, I enquired 
of a man who had been in Nottman's road-party, and in the 
Bridgewater chain-gang, which he preferred; he said Nottman's. 
To the question, why? be replied, because they had tires in their 
hots at Nottman's, and not at Bridgewater; that some of the men 
al Bridgewater had no shirts, and others no shoes, and they could 
keep themselves cleaner at Nottman's than at Bridgewater, being 
fewer in number in a but in the former place. 

We took tea with John Terry and family, and had a religious 
interview with them. It is amusing in adjacent houses in this 
land, to hear the various dialects of English spoken, often in great 
perfection : and not a little pleasing now and then, to recognise the 
tongue in which we were born. The Terrys speak the dialect of 
Wensleydale, Yorkshire, which much resembles that of th~ coutigu
oos parts of thecountyofDurbam. At the place where J. Terry's 
mill-race passes under the road, Robert Officer told us, a platypus 
was orten to he seen early in the morning; one, or probably a pair, 
having taken up their abode under the rough arch supporting the 
road-wny. These animals are not common; great pains is often 
taken to shoot them for their skim•, which are stuffed anrl preserved 
as lllLl.ural curiosities. R. Offici:rsays the platypus is vi:ry t:m,ily do-
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mesticated ; that in a few hours after they are taken, they will come 
out of a tub of water, and eat worms out of a person's hands, and 
return again to the water. 

8th. First-day. This morning we had a large meeting in Cap
tain Armstrong's house. R. Officer had gone personally to most 
of the houses at Back-River to invite the people: he said he made 
most of them promise they would attend, knowing how little eter
nal things interested many of them. There was a little interrup-

• tion, from some ofthe temporary seats giving way, but no person fell, 
or wns injured, and they stood the remainder of the time. In the 
afternoon we hnd a larl{e meeting in the Hospital, in two adjacent 
wards, having communication by a door. The town's people occu
pied one ward, nnd the patients the other. I stood in the door
way bet\teen the two, the outer-door of the ward, in which the pa
tients were, being closed to prevent draught. On these occasions, 
I laboured to tum the attention of the people to the love of God, 
in sending His Son into the world to save sinners; and direct 
them to the influence of the Holy Spirit, the Light of Christ, shin
ing into the dark hearts of the children of men, convincing 
them of sin, &c. The evening was agreeably spent at Robert 

.Officer's, where we had n religious opportunity with the family 
und guest<'. 

9th. I spent half an honr before breakfast with Thomas Wal
ton, who is n married man, and has filled the office of gaoler at 
New Norfolk, for many years. He says the salary of out-port 
gaolers is only £60 per ann. :-that this is too littJe for any respect
able married man ;-that,inconsequeoce, most of the personsoftici
a\ing as out-port ga;ilers are single men ;-that the gaols, (which 
are most of them miserable wooden buildings, of very defective 
accommodation) are also used as lock-up houses for convict fo. 
males, on the way to Hobarton or Launceston. Till gaols are 
built in the interior, providing proper accommodation for this 
class of prisoners, and salaries sufficient to rrocure respectable 
persons in charge of them, f!reat 1lisorders wil necessarily occur. 
After brenkfnst we took leave of our kind friends at New Norfolk, 
expecting to visit them again in a few weeks. On our way to 
Hoharton, we hnd a religious interview with the road-party at tbe 
Sorrel River. This party now consists of about a hundred men; 
the detachment from the River Dee having returned to them. 
They are lodged in huts of ia;plit timber placed endways, the inter
stices being plnstered with mud. A few additional huts have been 
erected since we first visited them. 'fhe number of men in th~ 
parties is frequently increased without bedding being sent up for 
them ; so that many of them are wretchedly accommodated. J.'rom 
the defective character of their shoes, many of the men have worn 
th~m out long before the time fur new ones to be delivered, nod nrc 
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working almost bnrefooted among the sharp stones. In this pnrty 
the ration of floor is delivered to the men weekly, that of meat 
twice a week; they have half ofseventh-day allowed for wnshing 
nnd mending their clothes. They attend the 1<:piscopal worship 
at New N orfulk on Sabbath mornings : this i11 all the religious in
struction they come under, and except having a Bible or two, that 
we sent them a few months 11ince, they are unprovided with the 
Holy Scriptures, though they are placed at the disposal of the 
Colonial Chaplains by the government, for the u11e of prisoners. 
Those Bibles we sent them were placed in our bands for distribu
tion in this way by Jame11 Norman, the Colonial Chaplain at Sor
rel Town. This party is about three miles from New Norfolk. 
The men are employed in widening, and otherwi11e Improving the 
rond, much of which is cut through rock. The rock is of various 
kinds; bnsalt, stratified silicious sandstone, alternately with seale, 
compact argillaceous rock and limestone, the two latter imbedding 
marine fossils. This road is much improved since we first tra
velled upon it. But much yet remains to be done before many por
tions of it will be good. It is one of the greatest importance to 
the colony, the first ten miles being the road from Hobarton to 
Lnunceston,and the remainder that to New Norfolk, Hamilton,&c. 
There is but little made road west of New Norfolk, except a few 
miles, where it had to be cut in the side of a hill, or at the foot of 
one; it is merely a track covered with scrub anci trees. Where it 
is cut through the Deep Gulley, west of New Norfolk, there are 
traces of coal. The day proved showery, and we found the last 
live miles of our walk of twenty-one miles, very slippery and dis
agreeable. We reached Hobarton in good time in the evening, 
without taking any other nourishment by the way, than a piece 
of bread which cost us a penny. This we preferred to making 
calls at this time upon several persons who had kindly invited us 
to visit them. We set out from Launceston on the l:3th of 7th 
month, with twenty-five shillings. The hospitality of settlers sup
plied our wants, so that this sum lasted us to Hobarton, with a half
penny to spare. On arriving at Hobarton, we ag-ain received a 
hearty welcome from our kind friends, T. J. and Sarah Crouch, who 
had reserved their lodgings vacant for U!l, The gardens attached 
to the habitations of settlers, scattered along the banks of the Der
went between New Norfolk and Hobarton, look very pleasant at 
this season of the year; the peach and plum-trees are in full 
blossom; in some places they form thickets, as if naturalized in 
the soil; stocks and wall-flowers are also very gay, and mignio
ne:t0

, which has survived the winter, exhales a delightful fragrance. 
The gardens, nnd the patches of cultivated grounci, form a beautiful 
contrast with the sombre hue of the forest, which still reigns pre
dominant in the landscape; though cultivation has extended here 
further than in most places. Towards Hobarton, the Cape pelar
gonioms flourish beautiful1y: at New Norfolk, they require a 
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sheltered siluation ; In the interior fr011t often kills nearly to the 
ground ; the foliage of the vine and the polatoe is oft.en destroyed 
by frost in the interior, so as to prevenl these plants from bringing 
their produce t.o perfection. Occasional frosts injure many vege
table productions in the interior, even in summer; though the 
frost of winter is less severe than in England, except upon the 
mountains. There is a lemon-tree of good size in J, Terry's gar
den at New Norfolk, and another in a garden at O'Brien's Bridge, 
near Hobart.on. 

On reviewing our late journey, we have great occasion to acknow
ledge, that, notwithstanding much weakness of flesh and spirit, 
oft.en sensibly felt, the good hand of the Lord has been with us, lo 
bless and preserve us.-To Him be all the glory ! 

END or l'ART ,. 

Harvrr and Dartm, Printt'ft, Gl'M"fC'hureh Strtr't-
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EXTRACTS 

FROM THE JOURNAL, &c. 

Tai first part of the printed Extracts from the Jeuers of James 
Backhouse, contain an outline of the proceedings of himself and his 
companion, George Washington W a1ker, up to the date of 9th of 9th 
month, 1888; at which time they were just arrived at Hobarton, 
after a journey into other parts of the colony. 

C011tinuation of Eztracls fram tke Journal. 
22nd 9th mo. 1838. (First day.) There were twenty persons 

present at our meeting this morning, and the same number in the 
afternoon. In both I had some labour in the line of the ministry. 
We spent the evening at Government-house, where also I had 
an opportunity of religious labour. The lieutenant-governor is 
very solicitous to promote the spreading of religion in the colony, 
and of temperance as conducing to this object. 

26th 9th mo. Our time occupied in writing and in making 
up selections ~ tracts &c. to send into the country-nearly 
all the persons wh(\ usually attend our meeting on First days 
were present this evening, at the week-day meeting; which 
was a season of some comfort. But the disadvantage of holding 
a meeting after a hard day's labour, instead of in the early part of 
the day, was Yery obvious. Present circumstances, however, do 
not admit our little company to 11Jeet in a morning. 

27th 9th mo. Robert King died to day in the hospital, to 
which he returned two days ago. We have reason to believe 
he was prepared for the change. Disease, for a short time, 
had somewhat beclouded his mental perceptions: he entertained 
,ery humble views of himself, and expressed some fear that his love 
to God was not sincere : but the fruits meet for repentance, that 
he had for a considerable time brought forth, ]eave ground to 
believe, that it wai1 rather an increased sense of the natural depra• 
Yity of the human heart, than a want of sincerity, that oppressed him. 
He was the son of persons of respectable circumstances; who gave 
him a good education. At an early age, he fell under the influence 
of bad company, and became exceedingly intemperate and otherwise 
immoral. At length his conduct was unbear ble to is relation,, 
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and he became an " outcast.'' At this juncture he joined himself 
to a gang of thieves in Tothill fields. London, till arrested by the 
strong arm of the law, and sent to Van Dieman's Lenci. He had 
long entertained infidel principles, because, said he, '' l wished to be 
an infidel, and hoped there was no future state; for I knew if there 
was I had no prospect of happiness in it.'' On arriving in Van Die
man's Lancl, he saw several whom he had known in England such as 
himself, but who had come under the power of religion ; and the 
change in them was so great that he began to think there was more 
in religion than he had been willin~ to admit. His master and mis
tress were pious simple-hearted W esleyans; and their example 
tended to confirm these impressions, which at length brought him 
under deep convictions o( the sinfulness of sin; ancl keeping under 
the chastening hand of the Lord, and becoming deeply humbled, he 
repented, abhorring himself, his understanding at length became 
opened to look upon Jesus as the sacrifice for sin; and he was enabled 
to lay hold on hope, through faith in the blood of " the Lamb of 
Goel which taketh away the sins of the world;" and was strength
ened through much, tribulation to hold out to the end. 

4th 10th mo. This day I reacl, "Three l\fonths in Jamaica,'' 
by Henry Whitely. What a picture does it present of colonial 
slavery, and human depravity! Severe as is the discipline of the 
prisoners in this colony, it is not to be compared with the tyrannical 
barbarity exercised upon the poor Negroes; yet I think the 
vengeful part of it both degrading and demoralizing. Dr. Officer 
of New Norfolk formerly thought the flagellation of prisoners ne
cessary, but he said a short time ago, when conversing with us on 
the subject, that he was now convinced it was an ineffectual pun
ishment, universally degrading in its consequences. This is an in
creasing conviction among men who have gained some degree of 
victory over themselves : those who are in bondage to their own 
evil passions are attached to a system by which a man may receive 
far beyond " forty strip .. s save one,"-upon complaint before a ma
gistrate. It may however generally be observed, that those who 
plead for flogging, practise swearing, whether magistrates or others: 
and their own bullying manner is often the exciting cause of the 
insolence in the prisoner which occa~ions him to be brought before 
a magistrate and to receive flagellation. 

. .5th 10th mo. Had justice toward offenders been more duly 
considered, it would probably, long ere this, have induced the 
legislature to enquire more seriously than it hns done into the 
causes of crime with a view to remedying them. This consideration 
is especially clue to prisoners, when it appears that the use of ardent 
spiri1s is the chief cause of crime, and that by legalizing the sale of 
this article, and by the countenance given to its use by the commu
nity, they and the government are the chief patrons of crime. 

Digitized by Google 



5 

Want of education being another fertile source of vice, consider
ation ought to be had to those who are ignorant, and through this 
cause go astray. It is not generally with themselves that the fault of 
want of better education lies. Again, the immoral examples of per
sons of the upper and middle classes, and often of the professed 
teachers of religion, has, beyond a doubt, a great place in the en
~uragement of crime. By far the greater proportion of prisoners 
15 from the lower classes; and it will be found that most of the crimes 
they have committed, were committed under the excitement of ar• 
dent apirit.s; and that, apart from this excitement, the criminals are 
not more depraved than the generality of their countrymen. Also, 
that most of the robberies were to enable them to indulge in vices, 
which money was necessary to enable them to indulge in; and that 
the example of indulgence in these, by those above them, (and who, 
to the shame of Christians, were too often counted respectable, be
cause they possessed property to enable them to indulge,) was a great 
means of destroying in their minds the barrier of moral principle, 
that wonld have made them fear such indulgence. Those who ex
pect the punishment of crime to prevent its commission, whilst such 
fertile sources of its propagation remain, will certainly be disap
pointed. The removal of those who have become contaminated, and 
their reformation, will no doubt prevent crime increasing as it would 
have done, had their influence continued to be exerted on the British 
population ; but unless the incentives to crime be removed, punish
ing it will only be like trying to pump out a river that threatens in
undation to a country, whilst the remedy of turning the course of 
the springs that supply it is neglected. 

7th 10th mo. Much ofmy time was occupied in selecting informa
tion to introduce into a lecture on temperance, which I delivered in 
the evening to a numerous audience, in the Supreme Court-room. 
Amongst my audience were the lieutenant-governor, his aid-de
camp, the attorney-general, the rural dean, and many other persons 
of note, both civil and religious. I went through a large quantity 
of matter on temperance generally, pointed out the origin and pro
gres of Temperance Societies, and invited a more general co-opera
tion with them. I was induced to give this lecture from a sense of 
duty, and I have great occasion to render God hearty thanks, for 
enabling me to unfold to this company something of the working of 
the mystery of iniquity, as connected with the use of strong drink, 
and to do it in such a way as to keep hold of their kindly feelings, 
whilst attacking unsparingly the habits and indulgence1:1 of many 
present. • I know I am not a neat lecturer, but being willing to do 
rny best in imparting information to my fellow-creatures, in love, 
with a view to their best welfare, it has been courteously received on 
their part. 

1 hit 10th mo. A portion of time was ,.-occu Ji .. d in prepar-
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ing parcels of tracts and books to send into the country. We 
have been greatly. interested in learning, that a young woman 
belonging to the Independent congregation, has refused taking 
an oath, as an evidence in tbe Supreme Court. She was called 
on to state her reasons for this refusal, which she did in a clear and 
concise manner urging the command, of Christ as the ground of her 
objection. As, according to existing regulations,' the judge must 
have committed her to prison for contempt of court, bad the matter 
been pressed, the counsel withdrew her as an evidence. 

lStb 10th mo. (First day.} The afternoon meeting was omitted, 
the inhabitants having been invited to meet us in the Supreme-coun 
room, which has been kindly granted to us by the sheriff, Thomas 
Bannister. This meeting, at half-past six o'clock, was well attended. 
George W. Walker, Thomas Squire, and Francis Cotton were seated 
with me on the platform. I went to it, feeling a perfect blank as to 
anything to communicate; but calmly trusting in the Lord, in whose 
counsel, as I apprehended, I appointed it. My mind was 11000 

impressed with a belief, that it was my place to stand up and 
quote the passage, " It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God," and to comment upon the cause of this fearfulness,aod 
upon the plan of salvation by Jesus Christ. Also to invite all to come 
unto God by Him, and to abide in him, proving this abiding by walking 
" as He also walked." The congregation was very attentive, and 
there was a precious solemnity at the close of the meeting, in which 
prayer was put up for an increase of the knowledge and practice of 
the things that belong to salvation. In the retrospect there is much 
cause for thankfulness, and for the ackqowledgment, that all the 
glory belongs to the Lord. 

14th 10th mo. Was occupied in preparing a report to the 
lieutenant-governor on the 11tate of the chain-ganga and road
parties. 

I 6th I 0th mo. Engaged m transcribing the copy of "A 
Concise Apology for the Peculiarities of the Society of Friends, 
commonly called Quakers, in their Language, Costume, and Man
ners," which we are satisfied it is now best to publish as a tract, 
for the use of those attached to our society in the colony, and 
for the information of others. 

In the evening we accompanied John Hutchinson to the hulk 
chain-gang, and had a religious interview with them in a long shed, 
in which they regularly assemble on First and Fourth days; for wor
ship; at which times John Hutchinson reads and preaches to them. 
The men were very attentive. The discipline of this gang is very 
strict : from its local situation the men are effectually kept from 
strong drink. The hulks, on board which they sleep, are moored 
close nlongside of the yard in which they muster. They are kept 
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clean, and are well ventilated. The men are employed in public 
works of improvement on the side of Sullivan's Cove, and are con
stantly under a military guard : they sleep three iu a berth. This 
gang is an important link in the chain of prison discipline in the 
colony. 

21st 10th mo. We completed a report on the state of the chain
gangs and road-parties, and presented it to the lieutenant-governor, 
along with ~answers to questions put to Ronald C. Gunn, on the 
state of the Penitentiaries at Launceston and George Town. 

22nd 10th mo. My mind has been brought under a great ex
ercise respecting t.he practice of judicial swearing, and this has 
been so much increased by learning that the discourse delivered 
in the Independent-chapel was an attempt to defend it, that I have 
beJieved it will conduce most to my peace to throw something before 
the public on the subject. I have therefore commenced an essay, to 
be entitled, "The Question, are Judicial Oaths Lawful, answered; 
with some Observations on the moral Influence of Oaths." 

25th 10th mo. We this day accomplished the ascent of Mount 
Wellington. At the base there are sandstone and limestone, form
ing low bills ; further up, compact argillaceous rock, rising into 
higher hilla ; these abound in marine fossils. The height of the 
mountain is nearly four thooaand feet. Near the upper part the 
bualt in some places shows itself in columnar cliffs. The trees, for 
two-thirds of its height, are stringy bark, white and blue gum, the 
peppermint-tree, &c. A species of gum-eucalyptus is frequent at 
an elevation of three thousand feet. Another species is found on 
the t.op of the mountain. The different species of eucalyptus are 
very common, and form at least seven-eighths of the vast forests of 
Van Dieman'a Land. In the gullies of Mount Wellington the Aus
tralian sassafras is abundant : this handsome t.ree is accompanied by 
tree ferns, some of them fifteen feet high. A white gum measured 
thirty feet in crrcumference : some stringy barks exceeded this size. 
In the middle region of the mount the climate and soil are humid. 
The Australian myrtle here forms trees of moderate size. The Aus
tralian pepper-tree was also frequent, the broad-leaved grass-tree 
forms a striking object; it i3 very abundant, and, on an average, 
is from ten to fifteen feet high ; it is much branched, has broad 
grassy foliage arranged round the branches, which are terminated by 
spikes of white flowers, intermingled with· broad bracteal leaves, 
tinged with pink. We ascended the highest portions of the moun
tain on the west and south, from which the view was extremely 
fine and interesting. It commands the whole of the south-east por
tion of Van Dieman'a Land, with its numerous bays, peninsulas, and 
adjacent small islands, the singular outlines of which may be seen 
upon a map. The ocean forms the horizon rom he westward of 
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the mouth of D'Entre-casteaux Channel to the southward, and as far 
to the north-east as about Patriarch's Head. The atmosphere was 
rather milky, so as not to leave the northern horizon very distinct. 
To the westward we thought we could recognize the Peak of Tene
riffe, and some mountains near Macquarie Harbour, Port Davey, and 
the South Cape. Hobart Town, Sorell Town, and the cultivated 
lands, with the houses of settlers about Richmond, New Norfolk, and 
Hamilton, with the courses of the river Derwent and Huron, for a 
considerable distance, were striking objects; and the green patches 
oC cultivated land on Brown's River, and in various places in the re
cesses of the " Bush'' proved interestingly the powers of indu11try in 
subduing the forest. 

26th I 0th mo. I omitted to notice that a young Irishman called 
upon me on Fifth-day, who came to this colony a few months 
ago with a small sum of money, and soon after his arrival got into a 
situation ; but giving way to dissipated habits, and making a mock, 
he said, of temperance, he found many of his own stamp, who were 
willing to seek his friendship whilst his money lasted ; this was not 
long, and he hRd incapacitated himself frequently, from intem
perance, so as to have lost bis situation. When his money was 
quite gone, his friends were gone also; and some that he had helped 
were unwilling to help him in return, and he was at his wit's end to 
know what to do. Many young men who come out with fair pros
pects, ruin themselves in this way, and then find fault with the co
lony. Without persons have capital, and conduct to take care of it, 
and employ it to advantage, they should not come out to a colony 
like this, unless indeed they have a capital in their physical powers, 
combined with ability to employ them, in useful mechanical busi
ness, or in agricultural labour. 

29tlt l 0th mo. Was chiefly spent in rev1smg the tract on Ju
dicial Oaths. In the evening we again visited the penitentiary, 
in which there are now a great many prisoners. 

9th 11th mo. l had an interview with the lieutenant-govemor, 
who is very desirous we should again visit the aboriginal establish
ment in Flinder's Island. Some differences have arisen betwixt the 
missionary there and the officers, which the governor and W. J. 
Darling (the commandant) think we might be instrumental in set
tling. I have the matter under serious consideration. I would wish 
to go if it were a duty, but on no other consideration. Most of 
the day was spent in writing. 

11 th 11 th mo. We have considered it best for us to accept the 
invitation to visit Flinder's Island. We are to sail this day week, 
and to have in company a party of aborigines from the west coast, 
who are going to reside on the establish me t.. 0 our return we are 
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to be landed on the east coast, probably at Oyster Bf!y. By this 
arrangement, our projected visit into the interior is noL likely to be 
much impeded. 

12th 11th mo. We informed the lieutenant-governor of our in-
tention respecting Flinders. • 

14th I Ith mo. We received from Dr. Ross the first hundred 
copies of the tract on the peculiarities of Friends, in their lan
guage, manners, and costume, entitled "A Concise Apology," &c. 
The edition is a thousand copies. Our meeting was small, and not 
very lively, though close testimony was borne to the danger of rest
ing at ease, without witnessing the evidence of sin being pardoned, for 
~~~~k . 

15th I Ith mo. We took tea 'll·ith G. A. Robinson, and were 
introduced by him to the party of aborigines who are to go with 
us to Flinders: they were smeared from head to foot with re<l
ochre and grease, (ball de winny); and to add to their adornment, 
some of them had blackened a space, about a hand's breadth, on 
each side of their faces, having their eyes nearly in the centre of 
each black mark. Some of the elderly women were as far removed 
from handsome as I could conceive human beings to be. As they 
sat upon the ground, with their knees up, and their hare heads, 
having the hair cropped close, according to their custom with fe
males, as a mark of di~tinction from the males, I could not help 
tracing a strong resemblance to some Orang-outans I saw in London 
a short time before I left. Some of the younger women had a much 
more agreeable appearance ; and the only man in the company of 
those lately arrived from the west coast was tall, and of features so 
patriarchal and Jewish, as strongly to resemble pictures designed 
to represent Abraham. He was blind in one eye, which we under
stood he losL some years ago, by a shot from a white man. 

18th I Ith mo. I waited on the lieutenant-governor, to confer 
with him on subjects connected with our projected voyage; and also 
received, at his request, copies of the government instructions, for 
the regulation of the chain-gangs and road-parties, and for conduct
ing the penal seLtlement on the Taamarian Peninsula, viz. Port Ar
thor. We forwarded, by permission of the government, by the brig 
Isabella, to E. Sherwin, Launceston, a box of books for a Friend's 
library, and som~ tracts for distribution : the books to be under the 
care of A. Davy and W. Sherwin. 

19th I! th mo. Chiefly occupied by packing. We waited on the 
lieutenant-governor to obtain instructions rei.pecting our projected 
voyage. The Shamrock is 10 be under our direction for the 
,oyage. A 
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ilst '11th mo. We called on the young woman who refused to 
take an oath in the Supreme Court. Our visit wu satisfactory. 
We purpose furnishing her with some copies of the tract on Ju. 
dicial Oaths. In the evening we took possession of our berths on 
board the Shamrock. 

Visit to Flinder's Island and the Interior. 

22nd 11th mo. Early this morning sixteen aborigines came on 
board. In the afternoon we went on shore on Bruny bland, with 
R. H. Davies, the master of the Shamrock. 

23rd 11th mo. Was very wet ; the wind contrary. 0 ur deck■ 
so leaky that it is difficult to find a dry place to sit in, in the cabin; 
happily no wet of any consequence came into our berths. Our poor 
aborigines had to sleep under a tent, formed of a sail, on deck, the 
hold being occupied with provisions, which it was hoped would have 
been delivered at Port Arthur yesterday. They seem very con
tented and cheerful. 

24th 11th mo. (First day.) Wet and stormy. We were unable 
to usemble for worship. I spent most of my time in my berth. It 
was to me a season of solemn reflection, which I hope may prove 
one of enduring profit. I have seldom spent a day so much of a 
sabbath. 

25th 11 th mo. Before I was dressed we dropped anchor at the 
penal settlement of Port Arthur. William Carte, the superin
tendent soon came on board for dispatclies, and returned again 
with an invitation from the commandant, Captain Charles 0 
Hara Booth, to breakfast. We had letters of introduction to him, 
from the lic11tenant-governor and Colonel Logan. Dr. Mc. Briare, 
who is stationed here, went over the settlement with us: it is greatly 
improved since we were here before, though. much still requires to 
be done before it can be fully effective for the purpose for which it 
is designed. A good penitcntiary, and a place for worship are much 
wanted. At present a room in a building, erected for a store, is 
used ns a place for worship. The pcnitentiary still consists of bark 
huts surrounded with a high stockade fence. These huts have un• 
dergone some enlargement, and one has been erected for a school
room, and to assemble those in who willingly meet for worship in 
the course of the week. Tbo~e prisoners who appear to be reformed 
also sleep in it: at present its inmates are very few. One but is 
appropriated to educated prisoners, who are now sent here, on their 
arrival in the colony, in many instances ; being considered as having 
abused more advantages. This class of prisoners feel their degra• 
dation greatly: they are occupied in manual labour in the settle
ment gardens. The other prisoners arc divided into a chain-gang, 
a first and second class, distinguished by tie kindlof labour allotted 
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them, by their clothing, and by the seooRd class having an allowance 
of tea and sugar. This classification produces a good effect. Captain 
Booth has succeeded in establishing a more strict discipline than that 
of his predecessors, and in some respects than that pursued at Mac
quarie Harbour: he has abolished the use of that great desideratum 
with prisonera--tobacco. The health of the prisoners is generally 
good, though scurvy has of late increased among them. In the af
ternoon we walked with Captain Booth to the signal-station, two 
miles and a ha)f distant, through forests of stringy-bark, blue-gum, 
white-gum, myrtle, sasafras, fern-tree, &c. an assemblage proving 
the climate somewhat humid; it is, howe,-er, much drier than that 
of Macquarie Harbour. 

28th 11th mo. We visited the brick-makers, and proceeded 
to the coast, betwixt Cape Roaul and the entr11nce to Port Arthur, 
to see a remarkable chasm in the basalt. It is about 1127 feet 
deep, and very narrow. The sea may be heard rushing up it. In 
the course of our walk we had much conversation with Captain B001h 
of a satisfactory character. From what we see nnd can learn, I am 
disposed to consider the restraint of Port Arthur as its punishment, 
rather than any exceasive degree of labour exacted, is yielded: this 
with reluctance; and the privations of liberty and socie1y, with the 
vigilant superintendance, all contribute to make it a punishment 
keenly felt. The generality of prisoners look upon themselves as 
the aggrieved parties, which is much to be regretted : when they 

, take an opposite view it is to be regarded a8 a token of reformation. 
The ration of prisoners here is one pound of salt meat, and about two 
pounds of bread daily; those of the second class have an allowance 
of tea and sugar. No prisoners are now allowed private gardens, 
and the lack of vegetables renders scurvy more prevalent. None 
bot the boat's-crew are allowed to fish, and none are allowed to 
bant. After taking leave of the officers here, from whom we have 
receiYed great attention, we again went on board the Shamrock, to 
be ready to sail in the morning. 

29th l 1th mo. We got under weigh early, and dropped down 
to Safety Cove, where we again came to anchor; the wind being 
contrary. G. W. Walker and myself went on shore, anJ walked 
to the coast, in the direction of Cape Roaul, from a steep sandy 
part of which Captain Booth had brought a beautiful white helichry
sum. We also fell in with it, and with a fragrant grass. In 
the afternoon we again went on shore, on a fishing excursion. 
We obtained a plentiful supply of mutton-fish, from the rocks, at 
low-water. They were mostly under the kelp, immersed in the sea. 
We dislodged them by means of sharp-pointed sticks. Some o( the 
women went into the water among the large sea-tangle, to take cray
fish. They seem quite at home in the water : they frequently im
merse their faces to enable them to see obj -cts at lthe bottom. 
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When they discover the olijcct of their research they dive, often 
using the long stems of the kelp to enable them to reach the bottom; 
these they handle as dexterously in descending, as a sailor would use 
a rope in ascending. 

2nd rnth mo. In sight of Cape Barren at day-light. We passed 
westward of Preservation, and came to anchor under Green Island 
before two o'clock. I went on shore with some of our company, 
to procure mutton-birds and their eggs, which are now in season. 
A plentiful supply of both were soon obtained. Many of these 
birds do not make burrows,"but content themselves with the shelter 
of the thick barilla-bushes, their eggs nrn white, longer and larger 
than those of a duck. The aborigines from Flin<ler's had been 
here collecting eggs, and had destroyed great quantities of birds, 
which were everywhere scattered about the island ; (we afterwards 
learned that they collected eight thousand eggs;) countless numbers 
are however still left. In the evening the multitudes of birds re
turning to the island were so great, that it seemed difficult to ima
gine that each pair could find a burrow, thick as the burrows are. It 
was high-water when we anchored, and the ebb proved our anchorage 
too high up on the beech. The gale occasioned the vessel to drive, 
and we were left dry at low-water, laying very uncomfortably down to 
one side, but without further damage. In consequence of this acci
dent the aborigines were all put on shore on Green Island, where they 
had a feast on mutton-birds and their eggs, and smeared them
selves from head to foot with red-ochre and grease. 

3rd 12th mo. We were put on shore hy the whale-boats at the 
Lagoons, the old settlement on Flinder's Island, and walked to Tay
belluna, where we arrived about four o'clock, and received a hearty 
welcome from W. J. Darling, the commandant, and other officers of 
the establishment, as well as from the aborigines. We took the 
track through the Bu~h, which brought us to the place of our desti
nation. It is to be remembered we had gone this way before. 
This settlemrnt is much improved since we were here, fourteen 
months ago. A number of neat huts are erected, both for the abo
rigines and white P"Pulation, and more land has been brought into 
cultivation as gardens. One piece, of more than one acre and a half, 
has been fenced, broken up, am! planted with potatoes, by the abo
rigiHes themsl'll'es. 

5th 12th mo. This morning the surgeon brought the abo
rigines from Green Island, having first successfully assistecl in 
getting the Shamrock off the sands into deep water. Their arrival 
appeared to be a mutual satisfaction to themselves and thosP. who 
have been long upon the settlement. The new conwrs were wcl
com<?d with a corroberv in the afternoon. On the arrival of the 
new party, it was found 'that one had lo l an Im ·band, and another a 
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father; ·but this did not, in these instances, produce much emotion. 
A large party of the native women took tea at the commandant's, last 
evening, and afterwards washed up the tea-things. Another party 
breakfasted this morning. Considerable advancement in-civilization 
is observable in those who have been longest at the settlement. We 
distributed a number of cotton handkerchiefs and some tobacco 
among them, and they in return supplied us with some of their shell. 
necklaces and spears. Accompanied by W. J. Darling, R. H. 
Davies, and a native, we crossed the tier of granite hills that run 
along the western side of this island. 

7th 12th mo, The aborigines who have been longest at Flinder's 
Island have made some progress in civilization: they are becoming 
more cleanly in their habits, and are gaining a taste for European 
provisions, particularly for milk and mutton. Some of the women 
take considerable pains in keeping their cottages clean. Though 
these people have not had their ingenuity drawn out in the same 
points as Europeans, yet they arc not behind others in things which 
they have had their skill exercised in. 

8th 12th mo. (First day.) The aborigines assembled in a very 
orderly manner, with the white people, in a rude shelter of boughs 
used as a chapel. On this occasion a portion of Scripture was read 
by G. W.W. after which I had something to communicate in the 
line of ministry. In the evening we assembled again, when a 
tract on the Sabbath was read. There was something peculiarly 
moving, in seeing nearly the whole of the remaining aborigines of 
Van Dieman's Land, now a mere handful of people, seated on the 
ground, listening with much attention to the truth~ of the gospel, 
however little they might be able to understand what was said: they 
were equally grave in the times of silence. Many or their counte
nances are fine and expressive. 

9th 12th mo. 1833. In conjunction with the surgeon,! measured 
the ground fenced, dug and planted with potatoes by the aborigines. 
It contains one acre, two rods, seven perches. 

10th ath mo. We conferred with W. J. Darling respecting 
a number of things wanted for the aborigines, and dined with 
the missionary, who has translated the first three chapters of 
Genesis into the Ben Lomond language. Finding that it will be 
necessary for the Shamrock to proceed to Launceston for supplies 
for this settlement, we have concluded again to visit that place. We 
hope that by leaving the parties who have been at variance, for a few 
days, they may the more easily be reconciled. We sailed at seven 
o'clock p. m. 

I Ith 12th mo. After a fine passage, not\\it 1standi1[1rr a thick fog, 
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we c:ame in 1ight of George Town Heads, at the mouth of the 
Tamar, about noon. 

Uth l!th mo. We had a very pleasant sail with the tide, to 
within about a mile of Launceston, and we again received a hearty 
welcome from our friends, Isaac and Catharine Sherwin, to whose 
family a 11weet little girl has been added since our last sojourn with 
them. Abraham Davy soon called to see us, and we were com
forted to find him so much advanced in religious growth since 
our last interview with him, We also received greetings from seve
ral other persons. 

13th 12th mo. Having undertaken, on this· voyage, to act as 
merchant for the aborigines, I disposed of a small parcel of wool 
for them, the produce of their little flock of sheep on Green 
Island, and made a few purchases of clasp-knives, &c. in return. 

151h 12th mo. (First day.) We had two meetings in the Court
house, which were altended by a considerable number of people. 
To me they were seasons of laborious exercise, under a sense of 
great weakness of flesh and spirit : I was enabled, however~ to hold 
up the standard or the Truth as it is in Jesus, and to show that the 
salvation proposed in the Gospel, is not only the forgiveness of past 
sins, through faith in the atoning blood of Christ, but deliverance 
from the power of Satan, by the effectual operation of the Holy 
Spirit ; by which the sincere disciples of a crucified Lord are cre
ated in him unto good works, which God bath ordained that we 
should walk in. I had also to point out the great benefit of waiting 
on the Lord in silence, with the attention turned to the teaching of 
the Spirit, by which a true sense is given of our soul's states and 
necessities, and thus a right preparation is received to ask, in the 
name of Jesus, the supply of our spiritual necessities. There was a 
degree of that solemnity pervading my own mind in the times of 
silence, in which the creature, bowed before the Lord, feels its own 
nothingness, and is sensible that God is all in all; in which there ii 
not only the silence of all flesh, but something also of a reverent 
silence of spirit. 

16th 12th mo. In the evening we had a religious inteniew 
with Abraham Davy and three other persons, who, as well as 
himself, have manifested an attachment to the principles of Friends: 
two of them have occasionally met on First-days with him for 
the purpose of worshipping God in silence. After a season of 
retirement I expressed a few words to encourage them not to be 
cast down when sensible, in their silent waiting, only of their own 
emptiness, and of the natural depravity of their hearts; pointing oot 
the importance of our learning these things, in order that we might 
btl humbled, and taught not lo trust in ourselves, but in the Lord 
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alone, for preservation. After this, one of them, in a weighty man
ner, related a little of his own experience, both in his early life, be
fore he came under the power of religion, and also of his comforts 
and ronflicta since that time. This was followed by similar commu
nicauOD11 from the rest. G. W. Walker also expressed bis sympathy 
with them. One of the company mentioned that the fint recollection 
of condemnation which he had, was an occasion on which his father 
had given him three halfpence, in mistake for a penny, when he was 
Yery young: he kept the whole sum, notwithstanding powerful con
Yictions, and from that time added sin to sin, until the burden of it 
came upon him, by the strong arm of he Jaw. He also noticed 
his awakening, when a prisoner; his losing ground on bis passage 
out, and giving way to his gratification of pride in his dress, by 
"bich he had been brought under great condemnation ; his renewed 
con'rictions and conflicts ; his sense of pardon through the atoning 
blood of Jesus, and his comfort under the remembrance of the de
claration, that nothing should be able to separate us from the love of 
God. He has adopted the plain language, habits, and manners com
mon among Friends; and he appears to maintain a deep exercise of 
soul before the Lord. 

21st 12th mo. We embarked on board the Shamrock, and drifted 
a few miles down the Tamar with the tide. The settlements on 
the bank of the river appear much improved since the last fourteen 
months. They look very lively, interrupting the samenees of the 
"Bush." 

22nd l!tb mo. (First day.) A favourable breeze sprang up, 
and brought us to George Town by about half-past ten o'clock this 
morning. On our arrival we made arrangements to hold a meeting 
at five o'clock in the evening with the inhabitants, and occupied the 
morning in giving notice to such persons as were not at their place 
of worship, which is very thinly attended, except by persons who 
have no opportunity of staying away. Most of the people attended 
our meeting. George Town is going so fast to decay, that the 
whole population amounts to only a small number. It was, how
ever, a satisfaction to have this meeting with them. I had been im
pressed with a belief that we should be with them to-day ; but when 
on the seventh the wind was contrary, and we made little progress, 
I was ready to think it was but from the activity of my own imagi
nation. 

28th Uth mo. Calm. Off Twenty-day Island in the evening. 
A westerly breeze sprung up before sun-set. My mind has been 
under great exercise for the last two days, from a strong sense 
of temptation, and of the danger of falling away. The mercy of 
God in Christ Jesus is the ground of my hope, and my prayer is, 
that be may cut the thread of my life rather tha~. 1 i eJlle to bring 
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dishonour upon His holy cause. Still I feel an appalling sense ofmy 
own weakness and danger ; for though the spirit is willing the 
flesh is weak-truly there is a necessity to watch and pray, that I en
ter not into temptation. May I trust in the Lord for strength, and 
may his strength be made perfect in my weakness, and He alone 
have the glory. So far as l can discover I am in my right place, 
and the Lord has been pleased in great mercy to confirm this feel
ing, by some precious and clearly per~ptible intimations of his 
SpiriL Oh that He may reign over all in me, then all will be clear. 

29th 12th mo. (First day.) The westerly wind increased to n 
gale last night. Approaching the Fourneaux Islands in the dark, 
we laid too for a short time. It is a great advantage to us, days 
being at the longest. At an early hour we were fa\•oure<l t<\ 
come to anchor again under Green Island, the wind being too bois
terous to admit of our going on the settlement at Flinder's, or of our 
mustering the seamen on board. 

31st 12th mo. We looked round the settlement to observe its im
proYement. A few of the huts are now floored with bricks, which 
makes them much more easy to keep clean: with their white-washed 
walls they look very neat. These are occupied by the Oyster Bay 
people, who are the most advanced in civilization. 

6th 1st mo. 1834. Having, through the divine blessing, been 
enabled to effect a reconciliation between the commandant and mis
sionary, we hope time, and an increase of care, on the part of the 
latter more especially, may produce harmony among them. The 
present surgeon of the establishment, James Allen, from Newton 
Stewart, Tyrone, Ireland, who is a young man of talent, and appears 
to possess a peaceable disposition, will, we hope, be a means of 
bringing about a better feeling among the officers. It is to us a 
great satisfaction to see such an individual succeed to A. Mc. Lach
land, who had rendered himself so useful in promoting the civiliza
tion of the aborigines. Our work here appearing to be finished, we 
again left the settlement this evening. The cutter coming from 
Green Island enabled us to get on board conveniently. A large 
number of the blacks accompanied us to the shore when we took our 
departure. Poor creatures I The more persons are among them, 
the more they must become attached to them, from their kindness, 

· affectionatencss, and cheerfulness. 

12th 1st mo. (First-day.) A gentle and favourable breeze this 
morning urged us on our course. About noon we passed through 
Schooten's Passage into Oyster Bay. The breeze increasing bore 
us much down on one side, as it propelled us across the bay to Kel
vedon, where our friend Francis Cotton, with his family, waited our 
11rrival, and welcomed us on the beach.. W -aladl [ took leave of 
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R.H. Davie1 and the Shamrock, being conveyed on shore by the in
trepid John Thorneloe and four good seamen, in a whale-boat, which 
bore us safely through the surf that the high wind had raised. Thus, 
through the mercy of our heavenly Father, this tedious voyage is 
t~minated. May thankfulness cover our minds in the remembrance 
of oar deliverances, and if any good hu been effected, may the glory 
be given unto the Lord: for "Not unto us, not onto us, but unto 
thy name, 0 Lord, belongeth glory." 

Though very sensible of exhaustion from the voyage, (during the 
last thirty-six hours of which I drank nothing but a glass of toaat
water, which my stomach instantly rejected, and I had drunk 
,ery little for several days before,) and though feeling in a co111i
derable degree the excitement of landing, it was a great comfort to 
sit down with the family at Kelvedon, at their evening reading. 

Utb In mo. We completed a report on the cue entrusted to 
us; and one on the state of the establishment for the aborigines on 
Finder's Island. 

16th 1st mo. We met with the family for worship in the fore-
noon. 

18th 1st mo. We forwarded for the post-messenger for Hobarton, 
along with the despatches from Flinder's Island, the two reports 
abo,e mentioned,addresaed to the colonial aecretary. 

19th ht mo. (First day.) At our request a meeting for public 
wonhip was held this morning in the barrack-room at W ate-rloo 
Point. About sixty persons were present. I had much to commu
nicate to them. 

2Sd ht mo. A week-day meeting for worship wu held. It 
was a aeaaon of some renewal of strength. It ia a great com
fort to us to see Dr. Storey giving up to his religious convic
tions: he now acknowledges himaelf conscientiously convinced of 
the principles of Friends. lo one of bis communications with the 
head of the commiuariat department, he hu stated, one of the 
terms on which only he is willing to continue in office as a commis
sariat store-keeper, to be an exemption from the use of oatha. 

26th 1st mo. (First-day.) We asaemblecl twice with the large 
family of Adam and John Amos, and a few other individuals. In 
the morning I had much to communicate; but in the evening it did 
not .eem my place to break silence, except by a short remark. A 
comfortable 10lemnity prevailed. 

S0tb 1st mo. The week-day meeting wu held to some comfort. 
I have re-perused the Epistle of the Yearly Me tjng of[l8S8, twice 
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lately, much to my comfort, and I trust with some degree of edifica
tion. 

2nd !nd mo. (First-day.) We met twice with Francis Cottosa's 
family, including the servants, for worship. In both opportunities I 
was engaged in testimony and vocal prayer. It is a comfort to be 
here. I had some conversation with ---- on religious 1ub
jects, and was much pleased to find such teachable simplicity. 

10th 2nd mo. We walked to T. B's, four miles, to dinner. After 
an early tea, the family and servants assembled with us to wait upon 
the Lord. The benefits of piety, and the disadvantages of impiety 
were set forth. The example of many of the holy men spoken of 
in the Scriptures, who followed a country life, was adduced to show 
that such a life was compatible with holy meditation and hearts exer
cised in the fear of the Lord. 

16th 2nd mo. (First day.) We assembled twice at Francis Cot
ton's for worship. J. L. and T. B. with two of his daughters, 
were present. I had something to otfer in testimony, in the morn
ing, and in testimony and supplication in the evening ; the prisoner
men being present on both occasions. The men do not usually 
meet with the family; but F. C. reads to them in their own hut. 

17th 2nd mo. We again aet out on our journey, and F. C. again 
became our conductor and guide. 

23d 2nd mo. (First-day.) We had a meeting with the inhabitants 
of Oatlands, in the police-office. It was much better attended than 
the last we had here. Help was mercifully afforded to set forth the 
great truths of the Gospel, and to show that its benefits are offered 
to all. 

26th 2nd mo. We proceeded over some fine sheep-hilla to John 
B.'s, and had a religious opportunity in the evening with bis 
large establishment. He is a prosperous settler, located in a plea
sant vale, surrounded by fine thinly-wooded sheep-hills: hia ter
ritory includes five-thousand acre.'!, that on an average will maintain 
about two sheep to three acres: it has the benefit of a few springs 
that supply water this dry season; and it extends to the Black 
Marsh, upon Jordan, which is now a chain of large deep holes. He 
insures his wool this season at £2500. but it is not all grown on his 
own property. He has introduced the common pheasant upon his 
estate ; and in order to preserve them, baa encouraged his men to de
atroy the native cats by giving them eight-pence a skin : at one 
time they brought him six-hundred skins. 

28th 2nd mo. We walked to Green Ponds, and arranged with 
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Dr. Garrioge, who is a medical man, and one of the Episcopal Ca
techists, for the use of the chapel on First-day. After dining with 
him, he accompanied us to call upon a respectable family, 
amongst whom there is the appearance of religious thought
fulness. Then- aunt, ao aged woman, declining under para
lytic disease, who has been remarkable for steady piety, on being 
enquired of u to how she was, replied, " Very happy in body and 
mind." How enouraging is the calm sunshine of the close of day 
in ■uch persons ! 

1st Srd mo. We returned to Green Ponds, and called upon moat 
of the inhabitants of this little settlement, which consists of a num
ber of scattered houses, the greater part of which are very small 
weather-boarded buildings. 

4-th 3rd mo. G. W. Walker lodged last night at Henry Thrupp's; 
and myself at P. Murdock's. At each of these places we had much 
convenatioo on religious topics. lo the morning we proceeded 
along the coarse of the Jordan to the Black Bush, passing the 
hoases and .enclosures of several aettlen. This vale, with its boun
dary of bills, reminds me of Biladale, in Yorkshire; but it is a much 
milder climate than England, though liable to occasional aummer
froatL Platypuses are not uncommon io the pools of the Jordan, 
in which, as well u the other riven, and on the sea-coast, black
abaggs are often seen fishing. 

At the Black Bush several young men, who emigrated from Bir
mingham, opened a store, which has paid them well. They erected 
a house, in which they are residing, though it has yet only shutters 
to cl01e the places intended for windows. In the evening we col
lected the establishment, and some of their neighbours, and had a re
ligioua opportunity with them. An adjacent settler, who appears 
to be a very decent man, was one of the congregation. He was 
formerly a prisoner, haYing been transported for seven years for a 
Y~ trifting offence. 

7th 3rd mo. Government has placed a schoolmaater at the 
Carlton. A natiYe of Scarborough, who has been most of his 
life a sea-faring man, fills this office: he seems to be a man of 
much 1l mple religious feeling: he reads the prayers, &c. of the 
epucopal church every Sabbath ; but this sort of mechanical reli
gious aerviee does not seem to be very attractive to the people, 
either here or in other place■; The old man seemed much pleased 
with our visit. We had a meeting with some of his neighbours and 
pupils; at the cloae of it, in the true spirit of a village schoolmaster, 
he requested his pupils to repeat the Evening Hymn, and then pro
nounced" the Apostle's benedicti011," He appears to try to impress 
upon the minda ot hi, scholars the spiritual signification of the 
hymns, &c. which he teaches them. 
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8th 3rd mo. Arriving late last night, we went to an inn .kept by 
a person named Leigh, which we found remarkably clean and com
fortable. Part of the day was spent in writing. We dined and 
took tea with Francis Halls, at whose house a neighbouring settler, 
of the name of Glover, called. He informed us, that when the view• 
of the Temperance Society were first promulgated in this colony, 
he thou,zht them foolish; but that he was now convinced of their 
soundness, and was astonished at their influence in discountenancing 
spirit drinking. 

11th 8d mo. We returned to Richmond, which is nearly doubled 
in size, or rather in the number of houses, since we last visited it. A 
government school is in the course of erection. 

12th 3rd mo. F. S. continues successfully to prosecute the im
provement of his property, and also to advance in religious know
ledge. We had much interesting conversation on topics of eternal 
importance, and had a religious interview with the immediate family, 
after which we proceeded on our way to Jerusalem, ten miles further 
up the Coal River. There are a few settlers at each of its extremi
ties. At one of them there is a public-house, kept by a decent 
man named Drummond, who received us courteously; and for hia love 
to the cause in which we are engaged, offered us such refreshment 
as his house afforded, free of expense. We held a meeting iu a hut 
on his premises, with some of his establishment, and a number of 
prisoners in the public works, who are at present employed in build
ing a jail here. We returned to Andrew Tolmey's, where we had a 
religious interview with the family and servants. None of their 
neighbours joined them, though we called to invite them; they are 
all poor ignorant Roman Catholics. A. T. was in Hobart Town: 
his ·wife's mind seemed open to receive religious counsel. A pri
soner, who acts as schoolmaster and house-servant in this family, 
was very attentive to us. He left Macquarie Harbour before our 
visit there; but seemed to have become interested about us, from 
the report of his fellow-prisoners, who received our labours with 
thankfulness. 

18th 8rd mo. Taking a westerly direction from tl1e upper part 
of Jerusalem, we made our way across " the Tiers" to Green Ponds: 
part of the way was very steep, the whole of it a trackless forest. 
We crossed several deep gullies in our descent, and in five hours 
and a half from leaving Jerusalem, emerged from among the 
hills, close to the house of an elderly man, by whom we were 
courteously received, and invited to lodge. This person waa a 
prisoner, who came out with Governor Collins. Being an industri
ous man, and of more sober habits than many of his cotempo
raries, he has prospered greatly aince he became free : he is now 
possessed of five thousand acres of land, capable of maintaining 
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two thousand sheep, and some horned cattle. He baa taught him
self to read and write, and his Bible has the appearance of being 
well read. He comes from the vicinity of Monyash, in Derbyshire. 
His wife was also a prisoner, She prepared us tea, and waited on us 
very kindly. They are both far advanced in years. Two of his 
nephews have come out: one of them is married and settled at 
Bagdad; the other, and two of his nephews, live with the aged 
pair. After arranging with R. C. Drought for the use of the chapel, 
to give a Temperance lecture in to-morrow, and engaging the kind 
services of George Gorringe to circulate information, we returned 
to J. J'a and assembled the family and servants, to whom we read 
a chapter in the Bible, and addressed such religious counsel as pre
sented. 

16th 8rd mo. (First-day.) I had some satisfactory conversation 
with Wi1Iiam, the eldest sonofJohn Espie, on our way to a meeting, 
this morning, at the foot of Constitution Hill, at which some of the 
settlers in the upper part of Bagdad, and the prisoners from three 
road-parties were pre11ent, the latter upwards of two hundred in 
number. This meeting was a relieving one. G. W. Walker took 
part in the religious labour, as he bas also done on some other oc
casions oflate. After dinner we walked seven miles to Brighton, a 
place once designed to have been the capital of the island, but on 
which only a very few houses have been erected, on account of the 
inconvenience of the situation. Here, in a room used aa a chapel, 
attached to the government store, we met the people of the neighbour
hood and another road-party. There was a good feeling prevalent 
in this meeting also. We returned home with Nathan Elliott, 
with whom and his wife, and Charles Franks of Green Ponds, who 
happened to come in, we had much conversation on religious sub
jects, and on the views of Friends. 

17th 8rd mo. We parted from N. Elliott and bis wife, and 
proceeded to the invalid road-party, under the charge of Dr. 
Winterbotham. At our request he mustered the men, and we 
had a religious interview with them. Though these are halt 
and maimed through dissipation, and many of them grown old in 
sin, there was a remarkable sense of Divine influence overspread
ing our minds whilst assembled with them. We went along 
the north bank of the Derwent, from this station to New Nor
folk. Coming opposite to John Terry's, they put their boat across 
for us, and we spent the evening under their hospitable roof. Their 
mill is now working night and clay, to supply persons with flonr; 
most of the mills to the nor:thward and westward being stopped for 
want of water. Many families have to send their corn more than 
fifty miles to grind. J. Terry's mill is turned by a streamlet from 
tl1e mountains tributary to the Derwent. The fall accommodates 
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three water-wheels one aboYe another : when finished two of them 
are to be employed in grinding, 

19th 8rd mo. Notice of a meeting to organize a Temperance 
Society, to be held on Sixth-day, was sent round the neighbourhood 
through the medium of the constables, by order of the police-magis
trate. In the afternoon we had a meeting in the hospital with the 
patients and prisoners in the public works : a few other persona also 
attended. Most of the congregation stood, the room being incapa
ble of containing them if seated. This wu to me a relieving meet
ing. I felt empty of all qualification to labour till after entering 
the room ; but looked to the Lord for help to do his holy will. A 
feeling of solemnity came over my mind, and under it I was enabled 
to extend the gospel message to sinners, to repent and believe in Je
sus for 1he remission of sins; that through Him they might receive 
the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Ghost, to 
enable them to work righteousness in the sight of God. They were 
referred to the conviction of sin in their own minds, as the drawings 
of the Father, seeking to .lead them to repentance and faith in Christ; 
in order to bring them daily to wait and pray for an increased mea
sure of the help of the Holy Spirit, to enable them to walk before 
God and be perfect. 

20th Srd mo. I spent a little time at the bed-side of a man in the 
hospital, who had expressed a wish to see me. He was in a deplo
rable state, brought on by early instability. According to his own 
account, he had often called on the Lord in the time of trouble, 
and again forgotten Him when his trouble ceased; now, when 
racked with pain, and without hope of being raised up, he often 
feared he was too great a sinner to be pardoned. I entreated him to 
cherish the feeling of condemnation for sin--to wait on the Lord in 
the way of his judgments, and to seek a true repentance and un
feigned faith in Christ, " who bore our sins in his own body on the 
tree:" remembering that God is almighty to save, both by pardon
ing sin £or Christ's sake, and through Him working in us that which 
is well pleasing in his sight. 

21st 8rd mo. An auxiliary Temperance Society wu organized 
at a meeting in the police office. Wm. Gerrard, the colonial chap
lain, who bas become satisfied of the principles of these societies, 
from reading "Collins on the Accordance of Temperance Societies 
with the Gospel," accepted the office of treasurer, and Dr. Officer 
that of secretary. 

23rd 8rd. mo. The forenoon was occupied in writing. In the af
noon we walked about two miles, to visit a native of the north of 
England, who is related to some Friends. His wife, a native of 
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Scotland, wu brought up in the Episcopal Church: she is a woman 
of a reflective mind. We had much conversation with her on the 
aimplicity aad spirituality of the gospel. She says that religion is a 
very dilf'erent thing from what she had been taught to think it; not 
collliating in f'orma and ceremonies, but in an exercise of the soul 
before God. 

We had a large meeting in the forenoon, in the loft of a build
ing erected for a store, but used as a barn, belonging to Cap
tain Armstrong. In the afternoon another was held in a room 
in the hospital. Both were aeaaons of Di,-ine favour, in which abi
lity wu afforded to warn sinners of their danger, and to invite them 
to tum to the Lord and live. The privilege of the true Christian, in 
holding communion with the Father and the Son, under the influence 
of the Holy Spirit, seD1ibly manifested u the Comforter, the Spirit of 
Troth, was also pointed out. 

26th Srd mo. Dr. Officer drove us to the residence of' a family of 
the name of GeiA, the father of which is sixty-nine years of age. 
He is one who has long served the Lord, and walked in peacefulness 
before Him. He is a bright example of piety in declining years ; and 
the inlluenee of bis 68mple is perceptible on those around him. 
From this place we walked to Bridgewater, where we had an interview 
with the chain-gang, in a rude dry stone building, erected in the an
gle of a rock. 

The Wesleyans have for some time past gratuitously sent out 
some persons every First-day, to afford these poor outcasts religious 
inatructiou. I think there is a decided relaxation in ferocity of 
countenance among these men, since the W esleyans have paid atten
tion to them. 

We were very kindly received by Raphael Clint the superintend
ent, and his wife. The evening proving wet, they invited us to lodge. 
We were much interested with their accounts of Swan River, King 
George's Sound, and Fort Augusta. R. Clint came with the first 
settlers to Swan River. His opinion is, that rum, indolence, and 
pride, have been much greater impediments to improvement there, 
than any natural obstacles ; and that it will become a colony of im
portance. He was assistant surveyor at King George's Sound, and 
is much attached to that settlement; but he thinks Friends would be 
disappointed in emigrating thither. The accounts he gives of the 
present state of the aborigines at these places, and of the line of con
duct adopted towards them are encouraging. 

In the course of this extensive and useful journey, our friends had 
visited many other settlers than those enumerated, by whom they 
were kindly received, and to whom they appear to have communi
cated Christian counsel. 
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Return IQ Hobarton. 

f7th 3rd mo. The work at Bridgewater is mueh impeded by the 
subsidence of the causeway now carried out to a great distance into 
the Derwent, upon a mud-flat. The morning being ahowery 
rendered our walk to Hobarton not very pleasant. We were fa
voured to reach our lodgings in safety, about half-past twelve 
o'clock, having walked the eleven miles at nearly the rate of four 
miles an hour : this is now an easy pace for us on good road. We 
had been absent from Hobarton eighteen weeks. 

In the evening we attended the week-day meeting, which a 
variety of circumstances tended to render very amall. It was held 
in silence, but was not without the sense of the promise, to the two 
or three met in the name of Christ, being fulfilled. The meeting 
has been removed from necessity from Macquaire-street. T. Hol
land having left the house, a respectable agricultural implement
maker, who had become convinced of the principles of Friends, from 
reading Howgill on the Glory of the True Church, and the Ancient 
Christian's principle, but had not been to a meeting, offered a con
venient room in his house grntnitonsly, which was accepted satisfac
torily to all parties. He told us he counted it a privilege thus to 
have the opportunity of sitting down with Friends in their silent 
worship, and said he regretted having spent so much time unprofit
ably. 

2nd 4th mo. Several persons called upon us, with some of whom 
we hod conversation on the principles of Friends: seven1l have ac
knowledged to us their conviction of the accordance of the views and 
practices of our Society, with the model of Christianity exhibited to 
us in the New Testamnnt. There seems ground to believe, that 
conviction of the defects in this respect, in other communities of 
Ch1istians, is spreading, and that the inconsistency of making Chris
tianity bend to human views of expediency end creaturely activity, 
is increasingly seen to be inimical to vital godliness. 

5th 4th mo, J. P. was furnished with some tracts for the Hulk 
Chain-gang. 

6th 4th mo. (First-day.) We held a meeting in the Inde
pendent Chapel, to which the inhabitants of Hobarton were invited, 
by notices posted up in the town yesterday. The congregation was 
not very large. I was strengthened to testify among them to the 
difference between profession and practice in religion; and to direct 
them to the teaching of the Holy Spirit inwardly revealed, as essen
tially necessary to bring to a saving knowledge of Christ, and to 
enable the worshippers of God to worship Him in Spirit and in 
Truth, In the evening we met, in our own quiet, little congrega
tion at William Holdship's, where, under a se, s ofrg J!at weakness 
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and poverty, some of us were enabled to wait :on ,the Lord in deep 
prostration of soul, and in something of the silen!,1' of the flesh, to de-
1ireafresh to be made sensible by what means 4'e should be prepared 
to receive a more powerful sense of the presence. of the Comforter 
among us, when thus assembled. In this state of mind it was made 
dear to me, that we must more fully attend to the injunction of the Sa
Yiour: "Walk while ye have the light, le.sL darkness come upon you; 
for he that walketh in d3rkness knoweth not whither he goeth ;" 
(John, xii. 85 ;) and that in walking in this light, which is revealed by 
the Holy Spirit, and given through the mediation of Christ, (" for in 
Him was life, and the life was the light of men,") self would be laid 
low, and every evil thing brought into subjection, even our very 
thoughts, and a capacity given to perform the Lord's requirings; 
that, belining in this light, we should thus, by walking in it, be
come children of the light, and be a savour of life to those who were 
seeking the kingdom of heaven; and witness the Lord's presence to 
be more abundantly with us, in our religious assemblies. 

Under this renewed conviction of these truth11, so nobly and pl11inly 
borne testimony to by our early Friends, and by many of those who 
have followed in their footsteps, I believed it my place to declare again 
these things in simplicity to our little company, to whom I have in 
substance often testified the same truths before. I am fully satis
fied, that fuith in the atoning sacrifice of Christ, important as this 
faith is, and even the witnessing of sin to be blotted out through this 
faith, precious as is this sense of being reconciled to God, through 
the death of his Son is nevertheless but as one of the first steps to
ward the kingdom of heaven; and that if, when through the disco
veries of this light, we have attained to faith in the atoning sacrifice, 
and have been reconciled to God, we do not continue to walk in this 
light, darkness will eome upon us; so that we shall not distinguish 
the way in which we are going, 11nd in this darkness we shall be very 
liable to mistake the remembrance of our former consolations for 
present ones, and to build up ourselves in imaginary righteousness, 
which, the nearer it approaches in imitation to true righteousness, is 
only being deceived by the more subtle transformations of Satan into 
an angel of light. 0, that in this country, as well as in my native 
land, we may beware of the snare of our soul"s enemy! Let us not be 
ignorant of his devices, but let us attend to that which manifests our 
transgressions; for " whatsouer doth make manifest is light;" and 
"all things that are reproved 11re made manifest by the light;" 
(Ephes. v. IS;) and let us keep our minds to this light, that it may 
not "shine in darkness,'' and we " not comprehend it;" but let us be
lieve in it and follow in "its ways;" then shall we be led into true 
repentance for all sin unrepented of, and walking in the light as Gn<l 
is in the light, we shall have fellowship one with another, 11nd the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son will cleanse us from all sin. ( I John, 
i 7.) 

It has been roncluded to discontinue
0
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Scriptures and the writings of Friends in the afternoon meetinga, 
and to hold these also as meetings for worship, instead of for religious 
instruction by reading; those who attend them being in the practice 
of reading both their Bibles and religious biography at home. Our 
number to-day was eighteen. We are a weak little company, but I 
believe the Lord regardeth us; and my trust is, that he will presene 
us. The room with which W, H. accommodates us, not being 
wonted on week-days, it has been agreed to hold the week-day meet
ing on fifth-day forenoons, at ten o'clock instead of half-put six in 
the evening. 

My health has been disturbed for two months past by an attack 
of angina pectoris, which has nearly subsided. I am aware of the 
increased uncertainty of life attendant on such a disorder, and the 
fresh feeling of this has been to me a pttuliar blessing, so that I 
have reason to he thankful for it, It is not the first attack I have 
had of the kind, but the former ones were so slight that I wu not 
aware of their nature, 

8th 4th mo. I wrote an admonitory letter to a young man who 
a short time ago was brought under conviction, but neglected to 
keep under it, snd has fallen into a snare, by which he has become a 
prisoner. 

10th 4th mo. There was a sense of the Lord's presence in our 
week-day meeting, espttially in the silent part of it. 

11th 4th mo. We had had an interview with the Lieutenant
governor, who expressed pleasure at our safe return, and, as be had 
before done by an official letter, satisfaction with our proceedings 
and our reports of the state of things on Flinder's Island. My 
health has been better to-day than it was yesterday. The know
ledge of the great uncertainty of life, in cases where the heart 
is so much affected, is by no means trying to me. I am favoured 
to feel perfectly calm and tranquil. The love of God ia sensibly 
felt, extended to me through the mediation of my holy Redeemer, 

12th 4th mo. We crossed the Kangaroo Point in \he steam
packet. We made a few calls on our way to our intended quarters, 
where we spent the evening pleasantly. After reading. we spent 
some time in silence; at length I thought it best to inform the com
pany, that I did not apprehend it was my place, at that time, to ex
press any thing in the way of exhortation or prayer. On my doing 
so, the master of the house knelt down with his family and uttered 
some petitions. We thought it our place, on this occasion, to keep 
our seats, and thus to bear our testimony against that disposition which 
determines, that on such occasions, something in the way of prayer 
shall he uttered, and which has by this means a strong tendency to 
draw away from individual inward pr!lyer, and cherish a feeling as if 
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this duty might be peformed by one as praying for the rest, and as 
though prayer must necessarily be vocal, On this subject, and on 
the advantage o( cultivating in silence an individual inward exer
ci1e, and not engaging vocally, except when the mind is brought 
under the feeling of the matter, we afterwards had some satisfactory 
conversation. My mind being drawn towards the prisoner-servants, 
we Yilited them, accompanied by some of the family, and had an 
open opportunity with them, both in testimony and in prayer, 

18th 4th mo. (First-day.) After breakfast we proceeded to a 
houe at the Hollow-tree, where the people of the neighbourhood had 
been invited to meet us. Most of the way was by a narrow avenue 
t'llt through the bush, for the purpose of measuring a base-line for 
a trigonometrical survey of the island. Our meeting was not large, but 
it was aatiafactory, A good impression seemed to be made on some 
minds. 

The family of Dr. de Saley came eight miles in a cart to attend 
this meeting. We had called on them on our way from Kangaroo 
Point to Muddy Plains. 

15th 4th mo. Jn the evening we called on a religious character, 
and had a long conversation with him on various subjects. He ad
mits that silent retirement in private is a state most favourable to 
devotion, but does not seem at all able to enter into the views of 
Friends in regard to public worship, at least, as far as regards the 
silent part of it, and of meetings being held sometimes wholly in si
lence. I believe this is a mystery to many other good men; and 
unless the Lord opens their understandings, to see the advantage of 
this united retirement of soul before Him, I have no expectation 
that they will understand it by argument, notwithstanding the mat
ter ia so plain to those who have felt the benefit of it, that we rarely 
find they can be satisfied with any other mode of worship. 

17th 4th mo. Our week-day meeting was a favoured season, in 
which encouragement was extended to the poor in spirit. I wrote a 
long letter to an individual, from whom I received a pleasant one 
on First-day. In speaking of himself and another person, he says: 
"We have acted in the manner you proposed, with respect to meet
ing on a First-day, from which we can already testify that we have 
received great benefit, so much so, that our evenings are often spent 
in the same manner, in reviewing the folly of our past lives, and pray
ing for that strength which can alone enable us to resist future 
temptation. We have now another companion, who I hope has 
found out he has been travelling too long in the broad wny .'' 

19th 4th mo. I finished reading Jaffray and the Friends in Scot
land. It has been very confirming and encouraging to my faith. 
Oh! that our Society might arise and shake i elf fro the dust of 
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the earth, that it might shine as in ancient days, and become more 
l'onspicuous as a city set on a hill; that thus the testimony to the 
simplicity, purity, and spirituality of the gospel might be eulted, the 
church of Christ edified, and God therein glorified, reigning over all, 
blessed for ever. Amen. 

20th 4th mo. (First-day.) Our meetings were seasons of some 
comforL Testimonies were briefly borne in both of them to the 
spirituality and experimental work of the gospel. 

21st 4th mo. I commcnl'ed the essay of a report to the Lieu
tenant-governor, on the prison discipline, &c. of Van Dieruan's 
Land. 

Hnd jth mo. In the evening we had a very interesting inter
view with the prisoners in the penitentiary. 

26th 4th mo. I continue much freer from the symptoms of angina 
pectoris, though still I suffer in some degree from them. The blessing 
of tranquillity of mind is continued to me. If, under the'overruliog 
providenl'c of God, my days should be ended here, I am thank
ful that he has made way for my l'oming to this land, and strength
ened me to give up to the work that He has enabled me to perform. 
He can cut it short in righteousness, or send others in those fields of 
labour that He has opt:ned the prospect of before me, or, if it be ac
cording to his will, He can prolong my days and again strengthen 
me for the work. 

27th 4th mo, (First-day.) Our meetings were held with liule 
interruption to silence. In the morning I had a few words to ex
press in prayer, and in the afternoon I believed it right to revive 
the language, " precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his 
saints;" and to point out the way for us to become of the number 
of his saints, by dwelling under the baptizing influence of the Holy 
Spirit in reverent stillness before the Lord. In thiii posture of 
mind, a sense is gi,•en us of our unworthiness, and also of our ac
ceptance in the llelovc<l, as his members who died for us, bowing us 
in reverent fear before Him; so that, in meetings and out of meet
ings, we are brought to watch and wait before the Lord, and to re
vert to this suite of expectation from Him alone, whenever we find 
ourbelves carried out of a sense of his presence with us. 

4th 5th mo. (First-day.) Our meetings were small, but not 
without comfort and instruction: two persons were present who 
have not before attended. 

11th 5th mo. (First-day.) We had a meeting this morning in the 
~Iethodist:s· chapel at O'Bncn's Bridge, fh-c miles from Hobarton. 
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The weather was inclement, and the congregation consequently 
small, conaistinjt chiefly of the persona who usually assemble there. 
A large portion of the time wu spent in silence, I trust profitably. 

17th 5th mo. We made aome progrcg with the draft of oor 
Report (No. 7) to the Lieutenant-governor, on the state of the pri
S1111en and prison-discipline of Van Diemao's Land, with observa
tions on tbe general state of the colony. Some time wu also occu
pied in revising the treatise entitled, " A Guide to True Peace," 
which, with a few alterations and omissions, we have concluded to 
print as a tract, to circulate chiefly among persons stirred up to 
some degree of religious feeling, but who do not get sufficiently deep 
in inward exercise, and in consequence remain wt:ak Christians. 

19th 5th mo. We walked to Glenorchy, to see an aged man who 
was transported in 1800 for seven years, from the vicinity of Lei
cester, for robbing a fish-pond. He says he waa a great poacher, 
and he did not complain of the severity of his hard sentence, which 
eeparated him from bis wife, who is since deceased, and four chil
dren, then young. Since he became free, he has never had the 
meaos to return, so that transportation for seven years has been to 
him, as it baa been to many others, exile for life. By his own ac
count, the increased exposure to vice which he was subjected to in 
New South Wales, at that period, sod subsequently on Norfolk 
Island, until his removal to Van Dieman's Land, drove him further 
into sin ; though he often remembered his degraded condition and 
longed for deliverance. The labours of a woman friend appear to 
have been, under the Divine blessing, the means of kindling these 
desires after salvation, which the floods of iniquity were never per
miued entirely to extinguish. 

About four years ago, a Wesleyan tract-distributor found this 
man " three-parts drunk," one First-day morning, in a room 
where several others were in bed, completely intoxicated ; some had · 
been fi~bting in the night, and the floor was smeared with their 
blood. Hopeless as this state of things was, the man left them 
some tracts, which the individual of whom I am writing wu in
duced to read, and which inclined him to go to hear the Wesleyans, 
who began about that time to preach in the neighbourhood; himself 
and one of his compsnions became deeply awakened to a sense of 
their sinful slat.c, and groaned under its burden. In confidence in 
the declaration, that " the effectual fervent prayer of the righteous 
man availeth much," his burdened friend and himself set out to Ho
barton one evening, and went 10 a Wesleyan meeting, where they 
stated their object in coming, and desired the prayers of the congre
gation. By their own account and that of others, it appears to 
have been a time of great excitement; yet the Lord, who conde
scends to the weakneli8 of the upright in heart, was pleased to grant 
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an answer of peace to their fervent and vociferous supplications; 
and these two pilgrims returned home under a sense of the pardon
ing mert"y offered to mankind in and through Jesua the Sariour. 
Their subsequent walk has proved that, however much excitement 
existed on the occasion, it was not the illuaion of a heated imagina
tion which made the difference in these two men ; they remain esta
blished, quiet Christians, and, through the continued laboun1 of the 
Wesleyans, light has gradually diffused itself around them; so that, 
to these first fruits, have been gathered from the drunken and disso
lute a number of others, who form the little congregation of the Wes
leyans at O'Brien's Bridge, whoee influence, notwithstanding IIOl'De 
grievous instances of backsliding, has greatly altered for the better 
the population of the neighbourhood. 

27th 5th mo. In the afternoon we accompanied George Everitt, 
the secretary of the Orphan-school, in a visit to that useful esta
blishment. Among the pupils are five aboriginal boys, who are 
making as good progress in their learning as the white boys. It ia 
a large establishment. 

31 st 5th mo. We accompanied the sheriff, Thomas Bannister, 
over the jail, which is remarkably clean, but very defective u a 
building for classification. It is often much crowded. 

1st 6th mo. We walked to Brown's River, where, in a very 
tidy weather-boarded barn belonging to J. Lucas, we met a decent
looking congregation of about thirty persons. After spending some 
time in silence, I had a little to communicate to them, but there did 
uot seem to be much way open for expression, nor was there macb 
before my mind to express, I thought there was a comforting 
sense of the Lord's presence. We left this hitherto much-neg
lected spot with the hope that the interest awakened in seve- . 
ral minds, was an omen for good. We returned along the ridge of 
a tier of woody hills, of which Mount Nelson is one, on which there 
is a signal atation, answering to Hobarton. From this station we 
again enjoyed a fine view of the town, with the extensive bays of 
the Derwent, and of the surrounding country, rising in almost every 
direction in hills covered with sombre forest, which has here and 
there been invaded by the hand of culture, that has introduced 
green fields, making a lively contrRSt with the dark olive of the 
widely-spread bush. 

From Mount Nelson we descended to Sandy Bay, and met ano
ther congregation in the evening, at which, I suppose, there might be 
about forty persons. After a season of silence I bad a very open 
time in testimony, and was enabled clearly to point out the evil of 
sin, and the way of escape from it, through repentance towards 
God and faith towards our Lord Je:sus Christ; urging that it is a 
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fearful thing to live, and an awful thing to die. We parted under 
solemn feeling, after prayers had vocally ascended on behalf of &hia 
company. 

3rd 6th mo. We were closely occupied with our report this 
morning. In the afternoon I had .conversation on religious sub
jects with several persons. We had a long discussion with ---
on water-baptism; a subject on which we are often called to explain 
our views: and we rarely meet with persons so free from educational 
prejudices, u to be willing to look on the commands of Christ to his 
disciples to baptize apart from water, and in connexion with spiritual 
influence; who are llllfficiently enlightened to discern the liberty of 
Christians to abandon all those things, that in their nature accorded 
with the dispensation of types and shadows, rather than with the 
spirituality of the gospel. 

8th 6th mo. (First-day.) Our meetings were not particularly 
lively; may we be willuig to see what there is in ounelves to ren
der them leas so than sometimes ; and be more diligent in waiting, 
day by day, upon the Lord, in the silence of the fleshly mind. that 
his power may be more fully raised into dominion in us. I had 
a few words to express, near the cloae of the afternoon meet
ing; at which nineteen penons were present: &wo were absent 
who usually meet with us. Henry Riddler, who, when resident 
in London, occasionally attended Gracechurch Meeting, now fre
quently meets with us: he acknowledges himself to be more fully 
convinced of the accordance of the principles of Friends with the 
gospel, than formerly; eapecially of the doctrines of the univeraal 
off"ers of Divine grace to mankind, and of the perceptible ieaching 
of the Holy Spirit to the att.eotive mind. 

11th 6th mo. l had a satisfactory conversation with two young 
persons, in the lowu walks of life, of the Wesleyan perauasion. 
Under the Divine bleuing, this active body of Christians has been 
the means of awakening many in the neighbourhood to their lost 
condition through sin, and leading them to repentance and faith in 
Christ. We have obtained the use of their chapel to hold a meet• 
ing for worship in, on First-day evening, of which notice has been 
gi,en in the Hobar1on Courier. 

18th 6th mo. In the evening we had an interesting opportunity 
with the prisoners in the penitentiary, who we found had not any 
religious labour bestowed upon them on a week-day, since our 
former visit some weeks ago. After G. W.W. had read to them 
the thirteenth chapter of Luke, .l was strengthened to preach the 
necesaity of repentance and self-denial, in order to obtain a good 
hope through grace, and to direct them to the work of the Holy 
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Spirit convincing of sin, as the seed of the kingdom of heaven com
pared to a grain of mustard-seed. The feelings prevalent on this 
occasion were such as to excite our gratitude to the Father of mer
cies, to whom belongs all the glory. 

15th 6th mo. (First-day.) The meeting this morning was one 
of rather painful exercise. Toward the conclusion ( was engaged 
in vocal supplication. After dinner A. C. Flower l'Bme to our 
lodging, and 11ignified that he felt an impression of duty to visit 
three men in jail, ordered to execution to-morrow for murder. G. 
W. Walker conferred with William Bedford, the Colonial chaplain, 
on the subject, who said he had no objection whatever to the visit 
being paid. ObservinE?, from the act, that the Sheriff possessed 
power to grant our request, we went to him, and he, with his wonted 
benevolence and urbanity, immediately granted our application, sub
ject only to its being agreeable to the poor culprits to see us. He 
left us with the keeper of the jail, who acrompanied us into the cell, 
where he had seats i>lared for us: we invited him to remain, but he 
withdrew. There was a fourth prisoner present and under the same 
sentence. Though the murder to which they confess was one of 
the most deliberate kind, the bond of hardness of heart under which 
it was committed, now appears to l>e broken, and they seem to be in 
a tender frame of mind. They are far from being men of ferocious 
countenances. We each had a little to communicate to them, en
couraging them to yield to their convictions of sin, and to seek par
don, in unfeigned repentance, through faith in the atoning blood 
of Christ, in the hope that they might find mercy with God, with 
whom "one day is as a thousand years," and who will forgive the 
sincere penitent. The poor men expressed much thankfulness for 
our visit; toward the conclusion of which, I believed it my place 
to bow the knee at the footstool of Divine Mercy, on their behalf. 

At six o'clock we met a large congregation in the Wesleyan Cha
pel: nearly an hour elapsed in solemn silence. I found my way 
open to comment largely on the declaration, "The wages of sin is 
death," but " the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord." 

161h 6th mo. Variously occupied. The old man from Glcnurchy 
calletl to see us: he is much comforted in his Bible of large type: 
he says he can read it quite easily. 

19th of 6th mo. We completed a report (No. 7) to the Lieu
tenant-governor, on the state of the prisoners and prison-discipline of 
Van Diemand's Land, with observations on the general state of the 
colony. 

22nd 6th mo. (First day.) Was very stormy and wet. The 

Digitized by Google 



33 

upper part of Mount Wellington is covered with snow, from which 
it has not been entirely free for some weeks. Our meetings were 
small, but were seasons of open gospel labour. 

2Srd 6th mo. Was chiefiy spent in writing. We have sent a few 
copies of " A Gulde to true Peace," to persona who appeared in a 
late to deri,e edification from this publication. I had a conver&a
aion with a person who was much impressed, during the time of si
lence, at our meeting in the Wesleyan chapel. It was rather long, 
but it appears to have been blessed to many. After our last visit 
to bis family at Muddy Plains, Robert Mather was induced to 
read a copy of "Barclay's Apology," that he porchased in Lon
don of Isaac Veal, who seized it from Edmund Fry for an ecclesi
astical demand, and his judgment has become convinced of the prin
ciples of Friends. 

29th 6th mo. (First day.) Our meetings were more numero1111ly 
attended than heretofore. In the afternoon nearly thirty persons 
were present. There is still a little appearance of extending con
Yincement. 

S0th 6th mo. Was spent in writing, except the time that was oc
cupied by numerous callers. This is the case almost daily, and we 
comequently get slowly on with writing; but we ought not to shrink 
from this part of our service : perhaps it is the most useful part. 

llrd 7th mo. Our week-day meeting was small: it was one of 
remarkable exercise. • • • was present : he had come to 
town to endeavonr to obtain the appointment oC a catechist, and is a 
sincere and well-disposed young man. A Friend, who was quite igno
rant of such a person being in town, was led, in commenting upon 
110111c passages of Scripture, to point out with remarkable clearness the 
mistakes of those who thought themselves advancing the Lord's 
work, by entering upon formal services in their own wills, and thus 
holding up imitations of religion in the place of religion itself, and 
to show how in this way they wasted their own strength, when, if 
they would have remained patiently under the baptizing power of 
the Holy Spirit, self would have been subdued in them, and a con
cern on behalf of others be excited by this holy infiuence, which aa 
it was given way to in simplicity, would have edified others, and 
been attended with peace to the labourers, even though it might ap
pear little that was done. More to the same import was added by 
G. W.W. and mfself, under what we apprehended to be a right ex
ercise, but which might have been more liable to be called in ques
tion, as we were aware of the views of the individual. He received 
the whole well, and appeared thankful that he had been placed in 
the way of counsel. In our meetings we have of late had much evi
dence that the simple-hearted nre baptized one for another, Cir-
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cumstancea needing religious counsel, aud known to otben, ba,e 
been in this way spoken to by those who bad no outward knowledge 
of them, and who gave way to express,the e:iercises that settled upon 
their minds in much weakness and fear. The evening was spent at 
government-house. The lieut.-governor expressed a sense of obli• 
gation to us for the report (No. 7,) and of thankfulness that the Lord 
directed our way to thia land. He is just returned from a journey 
into the interior. He Yisited moat of the road-parties, and wu 
much pleased at the improved atate of them. 

4th 7th 1110. G. W. Walker bad an affectionate letter from our 
mutual friend J. A. M. in which he makes the. following remarks 
respecting • • • 

" The intelligence conveyed in yours is exceedingly gratifying to 
me, That one of the despised, hated, and persecuted little band at 
Macquarie Harbour, should become an accredited minister of a body 
of Cbrisrians, whose steady piety and arduous labours are heard of 
through the world, and acknowledged as extensively aa they are 
known, cannot but be considered as one of those glorious triumphs 
of grace, which cause the saints to rejoice, to adore, and love the 
Saviour with increasing ardour. To me, who have seen something 
of the trials and difficulties of that penal abode, it appears truly won
derful. But why should I wonder? Does it not often please the 
Great Disposer of events to prepare his choicest instrun)euts in the 
hottest fire ! I fervently pray that • • • may continue a 
faithful standard-bearer in the cause of Truth, until his earthly pil
grimage shall cloae." 

6th 7th mo. In reading the book of Genesis lately, I have been 
much struck wiah the similarity of character exhibited among the 
sons of Jacob, to that found among the stock-keepers of Van Die
ra1m'a Land, and some of the aettlers. Similar occasions of " evil 
:report" and exhibitions of hardness of heart, such as induced them 
evilly to entreat Joseph their brother, and other descriptions of pro
fligacy, are here fouRd to prevail, and are reported to have prevailed 
formerly in a much greater degree, especially where, from remoteness 
of situation, there was Rot much probability that the hand of justice 
would interfere. This seems to prove human nature to be-the same 
in this age u it was in tbat, showing its similarity under similar cir
cumstanoea. It i1 true that its maJignant features are aggravated in 
thia day, l»y the Ule of 1pirituou1 liquors ; but this evil is now be
coming generally acknowledged and abandoned. Appalling as the 
picture is to me, there is some encouragement in it, for the sons of 
,Jacob, when brought under the government of Joseph, and in8oenced 
increasingly aa they adnnced in years, by the example of their pious 
father, appear to have become greatly improved, and airnilar effects 
ar-e visible from similar causes in this land. The improved go.em
ment of the last nine years, and the increase of moral and religious 
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example and instruction, are universally admitted to have restraioed 
much of the evil propensity of humao nature, which was formerly 
given way to, and to have drawn out some of the better feelings of 
the human heart, Much, however, remains to be done, but the im
provement already vi,ible, ought to operate as an encouragement to 
the use of such efficacious means. 

10th 7th mo. The week-day meeting wu small. J.B. a pious 
Wesleyan, formerly a prisooer, attended and spoke a few words, 
I have no doubt in great sincerity ; but clearly not from the 
description or exercise which Friends recognize a, the spring or 
goepel ministry. A. C. Flower and myself both had something to 
communicate on the nature of such exercises, and of the benefit of 
aaff'ering the Lord to work in us and by us, rather than of setting 
ourselves to work. J.B. after meeting acknowledged himself to 
have been instructed. 

J 4th 7th tno. We had a meeting in the Independent Chapel. I 
had something to communicate upon the great benefit or allowing 
time for the mind to turn upon itself before the Lord, in order that 
capacity might be received 10 worship Him in spirit and in truth, 
whether by confessing sin under the true feeling of repentance, 
seeking its pardon through faith in Christ, praying for the supply 
of grace needful for our daily walk in the presence of God, or in 
reverent prostration of soul worshipping Him in inward silence; and 
I called the attention of the congregation to the snare of the devil 
to prevent this, by keeping the mind constantly busy, from the 
cradle to the grave, either with worldly affairs, or with those things 
which have the resemblance of religious exercises, oftm good in 
themselves, but which, not fitting the present state of the mind, 
form no part of that worship which is in spirit and in truth ; but 
which belong to the temptations of Satan, transformed into an angel 
of light, who is willing we should exercise ourselves in will-wor■hip, 
that we may be kept thereby from becoming crucified to the world, 
anJ having the world crucified to us, There is much enquiry, and 
much to love among them. 

15th 7th mo. I received very satisfactory letters from two of 
our friends; both indicative of a decided growth in the root of 
religion, as well as of some enlargement in its fruit : the latter 
now holds his meeting in his own lodgings, at eleven and four 
o'clock on First days, and at siir on Fifth-day -evening. Being 
allowed a small sum to procure himself lodging and clothing he 

. has this advantage over many pri~oners, he o~en sits alone to 
worship the Lord;~ but occasionally one or hvo others join him, 
and on some of these occasion,i, he say11 " In ohedience to what 
I believed to be required of me, I have given expression to what, 
for dread I dared not to suppress, though in mu h w1 rdness and 
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brokennes.'I. I have experienced the lerrors of the Lord in not 
freely giving up; and once for going beyond the word of life." 
Like our dear A. C. Flower he is another Onesimus, Some of the 
free population of respectable rank, and of some degree of religious 
thoughtfulneu, regard him as a shining light in a dark place, very 
humble, but full of faith, and abundant in good works. 

16th 7th mo. Much of the day wu spent in writing. I receivf'd 
a very pleasant letter from Francis Cotton, accompanying the mi
nutes of the first monthly meeting held at Swan Port. It is evident 
from this letter that there is a growth in grace among the little group 
of Friends at Kelvedon. This is a day of good tidings with us. Oh! 
that we may be reverently thankful to Him, whose work it is, and to 
whom alone belongs the glory. 

19th 7th mo. G. W. Walker went in one direction, and I in am,
ther, to give notice ofa meeting at eleven o'clock to-morrow morning. 
Many of the inhabitants oCthis district still retain a very low and im
moral character ; yet there is some willingness to listen to counsel. We 
returned to Lauderdale to dine, and in the evening had a religious 
interview with Robert Mather'11 men, in their hut. Many of the as
signed servants are much out of the way ; but we always find they 
receive plain dealing well, when it is administered in love. 

21st 7th mo. Hugh Germain came to Van Dieman's Land "'ith 
Col. Collins at the first settlement of the colony. He was a private 
in the marines, and was for many years employed in hunting kan
garoo and emu for provisions: which the officer, whose servant be 
was, received from him, and sold to lhc government at ls. 6d. 
per lb. Germain, assisted by two prisoners, relurned 1000 lbs. per 
month on an average. Though emus are rarely seen now on the 
island, at that time they were frequently met with about New Nor
folk, Salt Pan Plains, the Coal. River, and Kangaroo Point. Kan
garoo was also very plentiful in places where it is now rarely seen: 
one of the largest foresters he killed, was on the spot where Hobart 
Town barracks stands; it weighed 130 lbs. and measured nine feet 
from the tip of the nose to the bind toes (probably the hind quarters.) 
At this period these animals were usually taken by dogs. H. Ger
main says, he rarely canicd a gun, though he often fell in with par
ties of aboriginEs, " in whom there was then no harm." He thinks 
they hurt nobody till two white men, charged with murder, escaped 
from Port Dalrymple, and got among them. He pursued this mode 
oflifc so closely, as to be at one time five years without sleeping on 
a bed; and was sometimes, in very wet weather, driven to take refuge 
from floods, into a tree, where be has had to remain all night covered 
with a large kangaroo's skin to keep off the rain. He was the first 
white man ,•ho penetrated several parts of the colony, and a princi
pal in conferring upon them such names aaGJerich , Bagdad, Aby-
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ainia, &c. He considers his health to have been preserved through 
these hardships chie8y, by washing himself well eYery morning and 
eTening. 

22nd 7th mo. Was Yery showery. We returned to Hobarton, 
cr011ing at Kangaroo Point in a whale-boat. It wu rough on the 
Derwent; near the middle of which we passed several jackass pen
quins, the cries of which I have often before beard on the ri\·er. 

24th 7th mo. Still very wet. Our week-day meeting was small, 
but not without a sense of the Lord's overshadowing presence : it was 
silent, with the exception of a few words. I have nothing to glory 
in, unless it be some knowledge of my infirmities, and of bis mercy 
to my baltinga and backsliding. Comparing my advantages with 
the advantages of many others, I cannot rank myself above the 
lowest who have found mercy, through a once crucified and now 
glorified Redeemer. 

26th 7th mo. Occupied in putting up books and tracts to send 
into the country, to several persons to whom we have not before 
sent any. I wrote to Robert A. Mather, with a few tracts and 
books. Yesterday G. W. Walker wrote again to Sydney, to re
quest our letters still to be forwarded to us here. In some respects 
it is trying to us to remain so long in this land, and, when "li'ay 
opens, we shall be glad to proceed; but we must wait with patience 
the will of Him who knoweth the end from the beginning; who 
bath condescended to lead about and instruct us; and whose time 
is the best time. The little company here, who have been gathered 
to Friends, is becoming more organized, and is, I trust, deepening 
in the root of religion : this also appears to be the case with some 
others. 

3ht 7th mo. The week-day meeting was small. It was a sea
son to be remembered to the comfort of those who are brought to 
wait for the revelation of Jesus, by the Spirit given to the Father; 
so that they may feel his power raised into dominion in them, over 
all the powers of darkness, and know the true Shepherd to put 
them forth and go before them : and thus become built up in Him, 
members of that church of God, against which the gates of hell shall 
not prevail ; whilst all 1ystems that are mixed up with the short
sighted views of human expediency, must ultimately have the un
sound mixture rooted out of them, or otherwise must become 
disorganized, however they may for a season enlarge their borders. 

3rd 8th mo. (First-d~,r-) Our me~ting~ were to me seasons ~f 
deep exercise and abasement of soul, m which I felt my own empti
ness and poverty. I had a few words to <'Xprc~s in prayer, in the 
early part of the forenoon meeting. G I 
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5th 8th mo. In the eYening we bad an inteniew with the pri
soners in the penitentiary ; I addressed them at some length, after 
G. W. Walker had read to them a portion of Scripture. 

7th 8th mo. The monthly meeting waa a season of unusual in
terest. A minute was made, stating that the young man, aasigned 
to Major Scbaw at Bothwell, desired to be commended to the no
tice of Friends of this monthly meeting ; which, being interested by 
hia expressions of penitence, recorded ita feeling of Christian inte
rest for him, and its wish to bear from him from time to time, that 
it may know the state of hia religious progress. Some extracts 
from a letter from this young man, in reply to one written to him 
a few weeks since, deserve a place here. He says, " I am thank
ful to say, that I feel rather more comfortable in my mind than I did 
when I wrote to you before. Your kind advice respecting the Temper
ance Society baa claimed my close consideration ; for I now believe it 
right well to consider before 1 engage in any matter, under a sense, 
that if I had done that before, I should have been preserved from fall
ing into many snares, amongst which strong drink was one. I may 
say it was the first of my going astray: this led me to company, by 
which it increased on me, togetber with going to places of amuse
ment; and being under many engagements of this abominable na
tun, it caused me to neglect my business; so at last I became a 
thief, a disgrace to my relatives, friends, and my country. I have 
now come to forsake such abominations, through the Lord's as
sistance, who strictly commands to go ' out from among them, and 
touch not the unclean things.' Tell the young men at home how 
strong drink, and what the world ca11s pleasure, bring destruction 
and misery upon both soul and body: encourage them in a particu
lar manner to strive against such evils." In the same letter be 
speaks in terms of much affection of his parents, and laments with 
much bitterness that he behaved so wickedly towards them, and 

• neglected their pious advice, which, if he bad attended to, would 
h&Ye preserved him from coming into such a state as he is now in. 
He then expresses thankfulness that the Lord has been 110 merciful 
towards him, both at the bulks, in bis voyage, and in the colony, 
and that be baa a good master and mistress; and be says, in speak
ing of bis wish to have some tracts, &c. " A Bible would be a very 
great treasure to me; for it is very seldom I can get the loan of 
one." (We shall of course furnish the young man with a Bible.) 
In a former letter he says: " I resigned my membership with 
Friends, not on any religious point of view, far from it; it was to 
prevent my vile and evil conduct." In his last letter, after re
que»ting to be commended to the love and notice of Friends here, 
he says, " I have a great desire once more to join that society ; for 
it i1 the only one that my conscience would allow me to join: their 
belief and principles I love, and prize them more now than ever I 
did, and through the Lord's assistance I shall ~rac • ethem more 
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1han ever I have done. I have been highly favoured, at different 
times, in silent waiting on the Lord; seated upon an old fallen tree, 
under a rock, at the back of the bill, where the trampling of homan 
feet is aeldom beard. 

10th 8th mo. (Fint-day.) Our meeting waa small this morning, 
and rather heavy. Near the clo■e I made a communication in 
great weakness, encouraging to a patient endurance of a ■ense of 
puverty, and warning again1t giving way to a careless ■pirit, under 
1ucb e1ercise1; also exhorting to a willingness to see if any unfaith
fulnea, or love of the world, wa■ the cause of such po•erty; 10 

that, if self-infticted, pardon of the sin might be sought through 
faith in Christ and help of the Holy Spirit more faithfully laid 
bold of. 

Jn the evening we had a meeting at the Supreme Court Room. 
Silence prevailed for an hour and a half, under a preciooa feeling 
of heavenly solemnity, eiicept that, about the midst of thia time, 
vocal prayer waa offered up. The excellence or having the mind 
so stayed upon God, as to worship Him in spirit and in tnuh, 
without being dependent on the stimulus of vocal cxercilt'I wa1 
set forth; and the feebleness of that love to God which ia un
able to keep up its devotional exercise, without the use of ■uch 
stimulant■, was noticed. Also the loss sustained by many, who, 
after having attained to repentance and a sense of justification 
from past sin, through faith in Christ; instead of walking in faith 
in the maniiestation of the Holy Spirit within them, by the dis
co,eries of which they have been brought thus far, begin to de
pend upon the excitement of such vOt"al exercises u are popularly 
styled " means of grace," to enable them to hold on their heaYen
ward course, and thus have their expectation divided between God 
and these things; by which means they fall away, or become weak 
and dwarfish in religious attainments: thus proving, that an undue 
dependence upon these exercises, converts them into hinderances to 
the ■piritual growth. The excellence of that state in which the mind, 
reverently bowed before God, is prepared either to be edified in silence, 
or by worda spoken under the influence qf the Holy Spirit, without 
being dependent on vocal teaching, was also shown. The feeling of 
Divine overshadowing remained to the close of the meeting, and I 
believe many went away edified. We had also a comforting oppor
tunity in our lodging afterwards, in which several of us had a little 
to express in testimony. 

17th 8th mo. (First-day.) Our meetings were sea■ona of con
siderable interest, though poverty was the prevalent clothing of my 
own mind. Beyond a doubt, this sense of our own emptine11, in
daced by the operation oC the Holy Spirit, tends to preserve in hu
mility. 
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18th 8th mo. We arrived in good time in the evening, at the 
house of an aged man, at Glenorcby. The good olcl man was rejoiced 
to see us. He had got a neighbour to write, to bl'g we would come 
to see him, and invite some of the people in the vicinity, that they 
might be collected at bis house. He gave us the letter, as we bad 
arrived before he had 11ent it off; and we consented to bis inviting bis 
neighbours. After tea about sixteen assembled, and we had a satis
factory religious opportunity with them. I was engaged in vocal la
bour, warning them against temptations to speculation, and testify
ing to the grace and love of God in Christ Jesus, and to the abso
lute necessity for Christians to cultivate the spirit of love and for
giveness. 

22nd 8th mo. In company with Robert Mather and Francis 
Cotton we proceeded to Lauderdale, crossing the Derwent in the 
steam-packet, and making a few calls on the way, to give notice of 
n meeting at Robert Mother's on First-day. 

26th 8th mo. We pursued our way throujlh the long, dreary 
cherry-tree opening, over the Brushy Plains, White Marsh, Bursts 
my-gall Hill, to Prosser's Plains; and designing to visit Hyla
Adams, we turned aside at the close of day, along a track leading 
toward his house. When we had proceeded about uvo miles, we 
found it intersected by a new fence; and being unable to find our 
way further, as it was dark and rainy, we were obliged to return 
three miles to a little inn, where about half a score men, whom 
from their appearance, we judged to be soldiers and assigned pri
soner-servants, were intoxicated, and remained drinking and using 
bad language till midnight. In other respects our accommodation 
was tolerably good for such a place. There is reason to believe 
that much drunkennes11 exists in secluded situations, among pri
soners as well ns among free people. 

27th 8th mo. The road onwards is too rough and precipitous 
to be pleasant riding, and it has the appearance of danger. The 
scrub also is difficult to get through in some places, and care 
is necessary, as the road is a mere foot-track, to avoid being 
carried against trees or amongst branches. However, having the 
sack to take care of, I rode at a foot's pace over the whole, 
except one hill and the river; the rocky bed of which is slip
pery, and bas narrow chasms in it dangerous lo the legs of 
horses. Sometimes I found it necessary to twist one band into 
the mane, aml with the other to hold on to the sack 10 keep it from 
slipping off behind. Horses accustomed to this kjnd of country 
descend the stony hills best with the bridle quite slack, and, taking care 
of themselves, take care also of their riders. We halted for awhile on 
arriving at Capt. M'Lane's where we were kindly provided with refresh-
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ment. We reached the habitation of our kind friends, (Lieutenant) 
John and Caroline Ann Hawkins, a little after dark, having had to 
use a compass, observe a star, and listen to the direction of the 
roarin,r of the surf, on a neighbouring sandy beach, u well as to 
kttp a close look.out, to enable us to keep the right way, which was 
here and there distinguishable by a track. Here we received a 
hearty welcome, a111l spent the evening in plensnnt conversation. 

28th 8th roo. We reached Thomas Buxton's early in the after
noon, and were soon supplied with what was needful for our wants, 
with that prompt hospitality that marks this family. G. W. Walker 
rode hither, and I now mounted, and leaving my companions to fol
low on foot, rode at a gentle pace over the rocky hills, and reached 
Kelvedon about half an hour before them. It was truly comforting 
lO feel afresh the overshadowing of Ancient Goodness bowing our 
hearts, and raising the tribute of thanksgiving and praise, which I 
gave utterance to, with supplication in the name of Jesus, for the 
continuance of these mercies. 

31st 8th mo. (First-day.) We assembled twice with Francis 
Cotton's large family for worship, the assigned-servants being also 
present, and were farnured with a sense of divine overshadowing. 
A portion of Penn's '' No Cross no Crown," and n Psalm, was read at 
the commencement of the opportunity in the evening. The chapter 
on the use of flattering titles wa~ the one falling in course; and I 
hi.d some remarks to make on this subject, which is of more im
portance than is usually attributed to it. As my understanding has 
been opened to ir, I have had perfect unity with our early Friends 
in their testimony against these titles, and also against compli
mentary forms of speech ; !Ind a strong apprehension has rested on 
my mind, that if Friends should abandon these testimonies, the 
Lord wonld soon take them away from being a people. To cherish 
pride, which is an abomination to the Lord, in others, is diametrically 
opposed to the principles of the gospel ; and though it is often 
!rgued that these things are now so common, that pride is but little 
if at all flattered by them, it requires but a small degree of penetra• 
tion to perceive that they are very gratifying to unregenerate men; 
and that the remains of pride, even in persons of some degree of 
spirituality, are mortified by the omission of these titles and ad
dresses. 

12th 9th mo. After breakfast we set out to vi!lit some of the 
settlers of Great Swan Port, being accompanied by Dr. Story. We 
reached Belmont, the residence of George Meredith, about noon, 
and were hospitably supplied with refreshment. We proceeded to 
John Amos's. 

13th 9th mo. Oo Moulting Bay, dose to T. 
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counted fifty-six black swans: their nests have been carried away 
by the floods this season. This is often the case with them, and at 
other times they are extensively robbed of their eggs, The family 
of William Lyne, nt whose house we lodged, have sometimes taken 
as many ns five hundred at a time. Formerly a tribe of aborigines 
resorted regularly to this neighbourhood, at this season of the year, 
to collect swan's eggs. 

14th 9th mo. (First-day.) The people of William Lyne's esta
blishment, consisting of his wife, three sons, two daughters, and s 
few assigned-servants, assembled with us for the solemn purpose of 
worshipping God unitedly. After dinner we returned to Thomas 
Watson•s, and assembled his family and household for religious pur
poses. On this occasion a portion of Scripture was read, and after
ward I was at some length engaged in vocal labour. 

15th 9th mo. We returned to Adam Amos's in the evening; 
where, by appointment, a meeting was held, at which the several 
families attended, and some of their servants, and three other set
tlers were present. It wns a season of heavenly solemnity ; a con-
1,iderable time was spent in silence, yet George W. Walker and my
self were engaged in vocal labour. 

16th 9th mo. We proceeded by the habitations of two settlen 
to Belmont, and in the evening had a religious opportunity with 
George Meredith and his family and domestics. I had to bear tes
timony to the blessed effects of receiving the Truth as it is in Jesus, 
and to invite all to attend to the teaching of the Holy Spirit, the 
Spirit of Truth, which lends into all truth, and preserves therein; 
bringing all who follow this heavenly Teacher, through repentance 
toward God and faith in Christ, into a state of reconciliation with 
the Father, and a constant dependence upon the help of the Spirit, 
by which ability is received to do the will of God. 

l 7th 9th mo. 1834. We returned to Kelvedon, calling by the 
way on Lieutenant Mc. Kenzie, at Waterloo Point; of whom we ob
tained lenve to hold a meeting for public worship, in the barrack
room, next First-day. 

21st 9th mo. (First-day.) The meeting at Waterloo Puint was 
to me one of painful exercise of mind. F. C. was engaged in testi
mony to the fundamental doctrines of the gospel; in which line 
also, and in prayer, I had some service. It is but in few placei 
that people are prepared for more than the first principles of the 
gospel. 

22nd 9th mo. In the forenoon we commenced our journey for 
Hobart Town. In the course of our wal • we! tu ned over some 
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8at basalt'ic stones, in a pool of salt wnter, among the rocks, not be
coming empty by the recession of the tide, and were gratified with 
the sight of several species of coraline, madrepore, sponge, and others 
of the lower tribes of animals of curious and singular structure, but 
of which we had not the means of preserving specimens. 

24th 9th mo. After a romfortaule parting religious opportunity, 
we pursued our journey to Spring Day, some of the way to which 
was very uncomfort2ble for those on horseback. A slight mistake 
of a track occasioned ns a track less journey for some miles ; and our 
friends must not forget, that in Van Dieman's Land, except in a 
Tery few places naturally clear, and in the immediate vicinity of set
tlers' houses, the way is through forests bounded only by the sea 
that surrounds the island, and full of dead logs and fragments of the 
limbs of trees scattered in all directions, which continually turn tra
vellers from a ~traight line, except where a path hath been cleared. 
On our way we had some conversation with our prisoner-guides, 
confirming the belief that there nre many of this class far from being 
destitute of religious sensibility. 

25th 9th mo. F. and A. M. Cotton joined us at breakfast, 
with Patrick and Francis Mc. Lane, by whom we were very hos
pitably entertained; with whom we also had a religious opportunity 
before parting, being furnished with refreshments to help us through 
Paradise, A. M. C. and myself being mounted. By the time we 
reached Prosser's River we were all very hungry, and gladly par
took of the bounties of our friends. The scrub on the sides of 
Prosser's River is principally acacia: it rises to fifteen feet or more 
in height, and is difficult to pass. 

Return lo Hobnrton. 

27th 9th mo. \Ve embarked on hoard a whale-boat, and soon 
reached Hobart Town, where we found our dear friends Daniel and 
Charles Wheeler waiting for us. In reviewing our late journey, and 
the many blessings and mercies we have been made partakers of, 
and feeling the improvement ofmy health, and now having the com
fort of meeting our dear friends in the bonds of the p;ospel, there is 
great reason for us to adopt the language, " what shall we render to 
the Lord for nil his benefits!" 

28th 9th mo. 1834. (First-day.) Our meetings were seasons 
of comfort, particularly that in the morning; toward the-conclusion 
of which, especially, we were favoured with a heavenly solemnity: 
James Backhouse, Daniel Wheeler, and some others there were suc
cessively engaged in testimony. A few persons were present who had 
begun to attend before we went to Swan Port, and others whom we 
had not seen there before. Our dear friends, ~aniel nd Charles 
Wheeler, spent the day with us, greatly to [(jiff' 0eom4?Jr e 
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29th·9th mo. In the evening G. W, Walker, Francis Cotton, T. 
J. Crouch, and I walked to Glenorcby, to see the old man before 
mentioned, who has been very ill, and is still so feeble that he com
pares himself to a cracked earthen vessel, bound about to keep it to
gether; but he is still full of thankfulness for the mercies he receives, 
often saying, ".What am I, a poor bit of dust, that the Lord should 
thus regard me ; I who lived so long in sin and rebellion against 
God? He has had mercy upon me, but I can never forgive myself, 
nor love Him sufficiently. What am I, or we all, that the Lord 
shonld thus regard us?" In his illness he said he felt quite willing 
to die; that he cast himself upon his Saviour, and was quite willing 
to go. When his pain was excessive, he prayed to the Lord, that if 
consistent with his will he might be eased of his pain, and permitted 
to speak a few word11 of the Lord's goodness before he was taken 
away; and immediately his prayer was answered, and the violence of 
bis pain assuaged. The old man made many enquiries of us on the 
nature of prayer, He said he had been taught to think his petitions 
would not be accepted, unless offered upon bended knees ; and that 
for four years he had not missed a night in getting out of bed to 
pray, in addition to praying before going to bed, and on rising; but 
that he began to think it was perhaps unnecessary for him to get out 
of bed for this purpose, and that he was nearly unable to do it. We 
explained it to him, that God is only worshipped in spirit and in 
truth, and that if the heart was only bowed before Him, he would 
accept its offerings, whether persons were in bed or out of it, on 
bended knees, or at their daily occupations; and whether petitions 
were uttered or unexpressed; or if they were bowed in reverent 
stillness of soul, under the sense of his presence, when no words 
might be formed in the mind. Johnson said he was comforted, and 
saw the matter more clearly than he had done before: that when he 
was first awakened, he was so ignorant, as to think he must go 
into the " bush" to pray, where he couid make a great noise. 

S0th 9th mo, We went on board the Henry Freeling, to visit our 
dear friends Daniel and Charles Wheeler, with whom it seems likely 
we may proceed to Sydney in a few weeks. 

2nd 10th mo. The monthly meeting was a time of renewed fa. 
vour. A sense of Divine overshadowing prevailed, both in the 
meeting for worship and in that for discipline. In the former, 
Daniel Wheeler and myself were engaged in testimony ; and at the 
conclusion of the latter, G. W. Walker in testimony, and I in thanks
giving and prayer. 

5th 10th mo. (First day.) Our meetings were favoured with a pow
erful sense of the overshadowing of Divine influence. In the morning 
D. W. J.B. and others, were engaged in testimony and supplication. 
The meeting in the afternoon was. parti. ularl [dull at the com-
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mencemenl; but as Friends waited patiently, the power of the Holy 
Spiric was maoifeated to their comfort. 

8th JOlh mo. We breakfuted on board the Henry Freeling. lo 
the coarse of our walk a serious person told me, be thonght he had 
sustained loss, by regarding tbe feeling of his ow~ weakness and 
emptiueu, u a atate of desertion, and trying to tom from it, inatead 
of regarding it u the teaching of the Holy Spirit, and the design of 
it 10 humble him,and bring him into a more aimple trust in the Lord, 
and clOlel' communion of soul with God. I believe this is the case 
with many, who thus flinch from humiliating baptisms, and regard 
them u the withdrawing of the Lord's Spirit; not recollecting that the 
preseix:e and light of the Holy Spirit are as necessary to enable us to 
behold our own weakness and emptineH, and even our ainfulness, as 
they are to give us a perception of Divine fulness; and that 
we can never properly 11eek reconciliation with the Father, 
IIDlll we are given to aee our alienation from Him by sin :-it is then 
ll'e come, wanting a physician, unto Christ. Neither can we seek 
lo know the Lord to be our fullness, till we are made sensible of our 
own emptiness. Nor shall we know Him to be our strength, till we 
be made sensible of our own weakness. But, blessed for ever be bis 
holy name, He ia still known, by bis dependent children, to be 
Riches in poverty, Strength in weakness, and very present Help in 
time of trouble. 

10th 10th mo. I breakfasted on board the Henry Freeling, with 
Daniel Wheeler. On our return we took tea with a person whose 
mind wu brought under serious impressions, by the ministrations of 
·n. w. on Fifth day. 

12th 10th mo. (First day.) Our meetings were largely attended, 
To me they were sea,ons of a greater degree of poverty thnn is 
often the cue; yet there was a sense of the Good Master's presence, 
and ability wu received to labour to turn the attention of the com
pany to the inward teaching of the Holy Spirit, as that alone by 
which we can come savingly to know Christ in the fellowship of his 
1elf-<lenial and sufferings, the benefit of bis death, or the power of 
his resurrection; and be enabled to follow that humble, yet glorious 
~xample "·hicb he set us in bis life. D. W, and I were engaged 
10 vocal labour. 

13th 10th mo. Geo. W. Walker called with me •1pon the Lieu
tenant-governor, who is deeply interested about the aborigines of 
New Holland, among whom a few British subjects are settling, 
having in a few places purchased territory of them. He wishes 
measures to be taken to protect their rights, until some permanent 
arrangements may be made, in which the rights of the aborigines 
may be tuUy conaidered and regarded. . G I 
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14th 10th mo. lo company with Daniel aod Charles Wheeler we 
took tea with J. and J. H., to whom we paid a pleasant visit. 
Much agreeable conversation passed on religious topics, and we had 
also a religious opportunity, io which D. W. was engaged in testi
mony, and myself io testimooy and prayer. 

17th 10th mo: I spent some time in packing, the atmosphere 
having again become dryer. l<'rancis Cotton called with me on 
William Shoebridge, who is in poor health. Both himself and his wife 
are drawing nearer to Friends. We dined with the Lieutenant-go
vernor and his family, in company with D. and C. Wheeler. Some 
pleasant conversation passed. D. W. read in the Scriptures to 
the family and servants collectively, at the request of the Lieute
nant-governor; and I expressed, in the way of testimony, something 
that was upoo my mind toward them. 

25th 10th mo. In the evening G. W. Walker accompanied me 
per coach to New Norfolk, where we were kindly welcomed by 
Robert and Jemima Officer; the former of whom I had requested, 
by letter, to invite the inhabitants t<? two meetings, to be holden to
morrow. 

26th 10th mo. (First day.) We had a meetiog at Captain Ann
strong's house, in the forenoon, and another in the police-office io 
the afternoon; both of which were, in some degree, relieving seasons 
to my mind. In the morning meeting, a man who is drawing to
wards Friends, reproved some persons for whispering; and after
ward remarked, that our sittiog in silence might appear strange to 
some, who had not considered the matter, but that for his owo part· 
he could bear testimony to the benefit of the practice: that before 
leaving England he had for some time attended a little meeting of 
Friends, in which often not a word was spoken ; and that when 
these meetings had been held in silence, he had been more edified, 
as his mind was turned to the light of Christ, than ever he had bet'D 
uoder the most learned, studied discourses ; and that he was con
vinced others would also be thus edified even in silence, if their 
mind~ were turned to the inward manifestation of that light that 
lighteneth every man that cometh into the world, which is given us, 
through Christ. 

2nd 11 th mo. (First day.) I had something to communicate in testi
mony in both meetings, and in supplication in the morning. There 
was a sense of the Lord's life-giving presence in both these oppor• 
tunities, a rich reward for patiently waiting for a while, under a sense 
of poverty and emptiness. I spent a short time in the family of the 
Lieutenant-governor in the evening, f!.nd was comforted in a religious 
opportunity with them, in the sense of that solemn feeling, which 
is to be n·cognized as the perceptible influence of the Holy Spirit. 
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ISth 11 tb mo. The week-day meeting was a season in which 
wu the language of solemn warning. In the e•ening I had an in
lerYiew with the Lieutenant-governor, 'who is in great distress from 
a domeatic affliction. We have concluded, under an apprehension of 
duty, to accede to the wish of the Lieutenant-governor again to 
,iait the penal settlement on Tuman'• Peninsula. 

14th 11th mo. The morning was occupied in preparing" Obser
vations on Distillation, Importation, and Sale of Ardent Spirits, as 
countenanced by the Government," to lay before the Lieutenant
governor; who bas invited us to the free expression of all that may 
be on our minds on this or any other subject, connected with the 
welfare of the colony. 

15th 11 th mo. We presented the Lieutenant-governor with our 
"Observations on the Disullation, &c. of Aruent Spirits, &c." In 
consequence of some notice in the Sydney papers, of our report to 
the Lieutenant-go•ernor, on the state of the penal settlement at 
Macquarie Harbour, having been printed among some parliamentary 
papers, the editor of the " Hobart Town Tasmanian" has denounced 
us as government spies, and taken much pains to bring us into dis
credit, and the gospel through us. One of the Launceston papers 
bas also followed, in some degree, in the same steps. The " Colo
nist," and " Courier," of Hobart Town, have, of their own accord, 
defended us. We have not felt it our place to interfere in thi11 mat
ter; or rather, we have found it our place not to interfere; but 
have been preserved in calm depenuence upon the Lord, to make 
our aincerity manifest, if such should be bis will. 

Yuu to Port Arthur. 

17th 11 th mo. The morning was spent in preparing for our visit 
to Port Arthur. In connexion with this subject I had a short con
versation with the Lieutenant-governor, who also took some notice 
of our "Observations, &c. on the sale of Ardent Spirits," &c. He 
approves the principle taken under review; but feels the difficulty 
of acting upon it, on account of the revenue; which I believe would 
be more easily raised through other mediums, if the sale of spirits 
was prohibited, than it is by sanctioning their sale. The 11tate of a 
government which depends upon the countenance of the sins of the 
people for the support of its revenue, is truly awful. In the after
noon we proceeded in a government whale-boat to Lauderdale. 

18th 11 th mo. The boat having been dragged to the shore of Fred
erick Henry bay, we took leave of our friends at Lauderdale, nnu re
ernbarked. The little wind prevailing was against us, but we were 
favoured to have the water very smooth till we got into N orfulk Bay. 
About noon we landeu on a small basaltic island otfthc Carlton, calkd 
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Dumpling, or Doughboy island, {a favourite name for a small island 
among sailors,) and in a short time our boats crew collected about 
twelve-dozen <'ggs of the b~ack-backed gull. This gull makes no 
nest except a slight hollow among the grass, or in the light earth, in 
which it lays about three eggs nearly as large as those of a common 
fowl, but more conical, and of a dirty green colour, speckled with ir
regular dark spots. We had the wind and sea against us, during the 
remainder of our voyage, till near our arrival at the head of Norfolk 
Bay, where we landed about six o'clock, and immediately proceeded 
on foot to Port Arthur. 

19th 1 Ith mo. Lieutenant Lamotte and Captain Spottiswood, 
breakfasted with ua. 0. G. Casey al~o coming in before we had done, 
we had their company at reading, which afforded us an openiug 
under a measure of fresh feeling of duty, freely to recommend to 
their attention, " the grace of God, which brings salvation." We 
afterwards walked over the Settlement with \V m. Carte, the super
intendant, and C. G. Casey. The buildings are considerably ex
tended since our last visit, though several necessary ones are not 
erected. The population of the Peninsula amounts to eight hundred 
and eighty-seven prisoners, and one hundred and fifty-nine free per
sons. About twenty patients have been in the hospital on an aver
age for the last three months: thirty-six are now exempted from 
work, and in addition to these, between fifty and sixty are receiving 
medical care, who arc not exempted. Scun·y is the prevalent and 
increasing disease; dysentery and pulmonary diseases are also not un
frequent. The supply of vegetables produced here is very small, 
quite insufficient to counteract the effects of salt meat, which is al
most the unvaried diet. Vegetables are not served out, except to 
invalids, on account of their scarcity. A few cells have been erected 
for solitary confinement, and this punishment (on bread and water) 
is administered to the extent of thirty days, with but an occasional 
walk, under the eye of a constable, at the back of the cells for health's 
sake: the cells are dark, but not damp, This punishment produces 
temporarily considerable emaciation. At four o'clock the prisoners 
were mustered out of doors, am! we had an opportunity of extending 
some religious counsel to them. Their number cannot now be ac
commodated but by aboutn hundred at a time in the room in the com
missariat stores, used as a substitute for a chapel. I had some con
versation with a young man among the educated prisoneri1: he 
informed me that there are several among the prisoners generally, 
who have become more thoughtful since being sent here ; but 
who keep their convictions to themselves, through fear of the unre
formed. This young man is one of the educated prisoners, who takes 
nn interest in instructing the uneducated. 

20th 11th mo. Accompanied by the surgeon, C. G. Casey, we 
,·isitcd Point Puer-thc rstablishmcnt for jnv 11ile > ·isoners, such 
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as formerly were confined on board the hulks on the Thames. This 
establishment is situated on a point of land, distant about a mile and 
a half from the settlement for adult prisoners, with whom communi• 
cation is effectually cut off by a military guard, stationed between 
Point Puer end the main. The commandant and surgeon usually 
visit the boys' establishmmt daily by the medium of a boat. John 
Montgomery, formerly a lieutenant in the sixty-first regiment, is s11-
perintendent, and Geo. Armstrong, (one ot the young men from Ire
land, ,vho separated from the episcopal church,) catechist. The 
buildings here are all of recent erection : they consist of houses for 
the superintendent and catechist, barr~cks for the boys, and mili
tary workshops, kitchen, &c. The boys feel the restraint they arc 
under to be irksome; occasionally some of them are so refractory as to 
be subjected to solitary ~onlinement, yet upon the whole, they seem 
pleased i.·ith the idea of being put into the way of obtaining an ho
nest livelihood. In visiting the cells this morning, with the surgeon, 
who e,·ery morning inspects each cell, and inquires into the state 
of health of the delinquent occupying it, I noticed a few boys suffer
ing the punishment of solitary confinement, having been transferred 
to Port Arthur for that purpose. A few cells are erecting on Point 
Puer, to obviate the necessity of sending boys off the estauli~hment to 
be punished. A few boys are in the hospital, chiefly on Kccount of 
slight diseases, the effect of the late cold, and wet weather. Two 
hours a day are devoted to education; the rest of the time is spent 
in work, cultivating the ground, sawing timber, shoe and nail-mak
ing, carpentering, and tailoring. A considerable piece of ground has 
been broken up and planted with potatoes, at Point Puer : the soil 
is light, and peaty, and the erop is looking better this season, than that 
on the settlement garden, which is on a stronger, and for many pur
poses, a better soil. The boys' barrack is so constructed as to an
swer as a dormitory, as well as for a dining-room and school-room. 
The desks are all along the middle of the room; they let down when 
not wanted, and when required for a table are brought to a level, by 
bringing out the brackets under the wedge-shaped attachments to the 
under-sides of the leaves. The boys sleep in hammocks ; which 
are suspended in hooks fixed in beams along the wall, and in 
others that fit into notches in uprights along the central part of the 
room, which also support shelves, on which the hammocks when 
rolled up, are placed: the moveable beams are then fixed as fronts 
to the shelYes. 

J. Montgomery was in Hobart-town. His wife kindly refreshed 
us with a cup of coffee, after we had had a religious interview with 
the boys, and the persons who instruct and have the charge of 
them, From Point Puer we saw a whale sporting in the bay ; this 
is not an uncommon sight here. In returning by a boat from this 
interesting establishment, we put in at Opossum Bay, to see the 
brick-makers and sawyers at work : these lodge at the settlement, 
di!Jtant about a mile. After a late dinner, I e ied the sur-
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gcon to the hospiti\l, .which he nttends• momingand evening .. Seve. 
ral fresh scurvy patierita wer1; admitted on .the list. for. medicine 
or change of diel:-<latmeal-pprrid_ge, potatoes or ,barrilla, boiled. 
and mixed_ with vinegar, are am~mg the vegetable_ remedies used. • 

I also walked' over the _ordnance an_d commissariat stores along 
with Thomas J, Lampriere, who has th~ charge ~f them •• ln order 
to prevent the baker~ making away with bread, it has . been. 
fouqd necessary to lock up the bake1;3 in the evening, aod to 
keep them locked up .till the bread is delivered to the commissariat 
store-keeper in the morning. Goo. W. Walker joined us in visiting 
the school, wl)ich is allended by abm1t fifty prisoners, who are de
sirous. of improving themselves. I was surprised to find only two 
of the e_<l..ucated prisoners acting as teachers. The religious services 

. at Port Arthur are two on first days, and one in the course of. the 
week; the anendance of the latter volunt;iry. At Point Puer, two 

• on first days, one· in the course of the week, with reading of the 
Bible morning and evening with prayet; thanksgiving is expressed 
before roeal by the catechist. The school at Port Arthur is held 
twice a week at least. We took tea at II late hour with Thomas and 
Charlotte Lampricre, where we had the. company of 0°1,lr ki.JJd at
tendant, C. G. Casey, &c. 

21st 11 th mo. Since our last VISlt to Port Arthur,•a numper ot 
work-shops and other buildings have been erected, which are now 
occupied by the prisoners of different employments, or by those who 
ha\·ing been brought up without any regular occupation, are·here put, 

to such employments as may render them able to maintain them
selveit honestly when they may be returned from the settlement. 
either free, or as assigned servanl.S. Shoe-making is extentSi,ely 
carried on; also nail-making, carpentering &c. ; The chain-gang 
are employed in breaking stones~ &c. and those of the nest 
grade ln felling timber, and carrying i~ to the settlemenL A 
new penitentiary is commenced : it is to consist of small huts within 
11 stockaded fence, like the old ones ; and a range of eighty cells for 
the lodgin,g of the most disorderly is in progress. Military guards 

• are stationed both inside the stockade, and outside. The penitenti
;iry is the place whe_re the prisoners arc kept when not at w_ork. We 
were accompanied by C. G. Casey, in the commandant's boat, to the 
head of Long Bay, from whenee we walked to the head of Norfolk 
Bay, (about five miles,) a prisoner carrying our k11apsacks to the con
stable's station there. At this point we tell in with lieutenant. La
mott.c, with the boat from the constahle,s station on .Woody Is
land, distsnt about one and a half mi_le. We accompanied him to 
Engle Hawk Neck. to take in rations for the hoats crew, who may 
prohauly be out th1·ce days in conveying us back Lo Ralph's B~• 
Keck. 

22nd 11 th mo. Soon after six o'clork we returned to tbe coal-rpine, 
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where the men were asse~bled to nffor<l us a ·religious interview 
with them. Most of those employed here nt present, are selected from 
among the better conducted prisoners; and we felt .more than usual open
ness in proclaiming the gl&d tidiiigs of salvation among them,· inviting 
their attention to that light that enlightenetl, every nmn that cometh 
into the world: I prot:eeded in the afternoon 'to Hobarton, which 
place. I was fa,·oured to reach in safety, in good time in the evening, 
thankful in having been privileged with fine weather in ·a deeply 
intcres1ing excursion, in which storms would hl)-ve exposed ·us to 
great-risk. 

Hobizrton. 

80th 11 th mo. (First day.) Our mtetings were largely attended, 
and were seasons of comfort. Daniel Wheeler and myself hni;l to 
labour in them for the more full reception practically of the doctrin1: 
of. the inwarrl dominion of Chri11t, as the leader and governor of hii1 
people, without submission to whose spirit we can never truly .assure 
ourselves of the pardon of our sins, even through faith in _the blood 
of Christ; as ile said, "·Not every one that ~aith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shaH enter the kingdom of heaven; hnt he that doeth the will 
oC my father, which ia in heaven." 

1st 12th mo. I had a conference with a person wh9 has long beet) 
ill, respectiog the settlement of his affairs; and ·took some memo
ra11dums, from.which I prepared him tbc-<lraft.of a will, which was 
read to him in the company of his wife and sons. It is to he re
gretted that the laws of primogeniture and entail, of such prrjudicial. 
influence in Great Britain, should be in force in a new ·colony· like 
this. Theic direct tendency· is to preserve influence in the hin<ls 
ofpe1'11<>ns who may have nothing to qualify them to use it aright, 
and thus to prevent the influence of those who may have eVf!ry 
necessary, q1mlification to benefit the public, but may not be pos- • 
-~. -of great proJ>!;?rly; and this is but a small part of .the evil 
connected witlt them. It is my place to have very little to do with. 
politics ; but my attention has long been attracted to the per
niciollll influence of these laws, upon the progress of religious and 
civil improvement in my native lan<l, the prosperity of which lays 
near to my heart. • 

6th 12th mo. I finished. transcribing a Report, No. 8, to the 
Lieutenant-governor, on the state of the Penal Settlement on Tas
man 's Peninsula. 

9th 12th mo. In the evening Geo. W. Walker and· myself at
tended a meeting of the subscribers and friends of the Temperance 
Society, in the com:t-housc. In the course of the <lay I prescntc<l 
our Report, No. 8, on the state-of the Penal Settlement on Tasman',; 
Peninsula. 
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10th 12th mo. We got the remainder of our luggage on board 
the Henry Freeling, and returned on shore to take leave of our 
friends, many of whom seem scarcely able to part with us. We 
called on the Rural Dean, and on the Lieutenant-governor and bia 
family: with the family of the latter we had a parting religious op
portunity, in which Daniel Wheeler was engaged in testimony, and 
myeelfin supplication. We received a kind letter from the Lieute
nant-governor, acknowledging our report, &c. The former ones 
were acknowledged verbally. 

Departurt for S9dney, New So,dh Wale.,. 

12th 12th mo. We got under weigh before one o'clock in the 
morning, having the advantage of the moonlight, and a fair breeze, 
which soon increased to a small gale. At an early hour we were 
awoke by sickness, from the rolling of the vessel, which had srnrcely 
got out of the Derwent, before a heavy sea gave her great motion, 
and frequently washed over her deck, the seams of which had 
opened under the influence of the dry atmosphere of Van Dieman's 
Land. We were soon compelled to leave our berths, from the drip
ping in of the salt water, and to take to the sofas. Nearly all hands 
on board were sick, from the sudden transition from a quiet harbour 
to a rough sea. 

19th 12th mo. The forenoon was beautifully 6ne. We got ,wme 
of our wet bedding dried in the sun ; and a leak in the deck, which 
let the water into the berths, occupied by Geo. W. Walker and my
self, stopped. Shoals of small fish were frequently passing, and num
bers of larger ones, little inferior in size to bouito, rising out of the 
water among them, as it may be presumed they were taking the 
small ones as their prey. A few albatrosses and mutton-birds were 
swimming on the smooth surface of the sea. Some small crabs, 
shrimps, &c, were taken off some floating kelp, and put into spirits to 
send to England. In the afternoon there was thunder, lightning, 
rain, and a brisk wind. The evening was wet and dark, and the 
current had carried us so close in shore, that when we came to Cape 
George, at the entrance to Jervis's Bay, it was discovered by some 
lights on land, espied by the carpenter and another of the men, that 
a few minutes continuance in the same cour~e would have run us 
upon the rocky coast. Alarm was evidently excited, and I do not 
doubt but our situation was a perilous one ; yet on turning my mi11rl 
to the Lord, as I continued at my writing, I telt a peaceful calm, ancl 
sufficient evidence to my own mind, that no harm should befall us. 
Blessed for ever be the name of the Shepherd of Israel, who neither 
slumbercth nor sleepeth, but at times permits us to see danger, 
under such circumstances as that we may know that it is He who <leli
\'crcth us. The vessel was got round in time 10 clear her of the in
hospitable shore, and we proceeded in safct.r.c-n ourlvoya6>1.'· 
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20th 12th mo. We passed Botany Bay this- morniug, and about 
noon entered Port Jackson. The coast of this part of Ne" South 
Wales .is bold~ and in many places perpendicular. The cliffs, which 
are of sand-stone, are interrupted by small sandy bays. A light
house marks the south head of Port Jackson, which is a consider
able estuary with numeroua bays: som~ of these have sandy 
beaches, others are very rugged ; as are also some of the low hills 
behind them, which in many places are covered with gum-trees and 
different species of banksia, and other trees and shrubs, such as are 
peculiar to this part of the world. A few of the more regular sur
faces have been cleared, and houses have been erected upon them ; 
a few of these are of imposing appearance. A pilot boarded us at 
the Heads. and brought us safely to anchor in Sydney Cove, about 
one o'clock p. m. Thus, through the mercy of Him, whose pro
vidential care is over us, we are at the end of another voyage, and 
advanced another step on our way. After dinner Geo. W. Walker 
and myself went on shore. We mitde a call on Joseph Orton, the 
superintendent of the Wesleyan mission in those parts, for whom we 
hatl despatches from Hobart Town. \\' e spent an hour with him 
pleasantly, and then returned on board the Henry Frecling again. 
In point of builrling, Sydney strikes us as more like a large English 
town, than Hobarton. Many of the houses arc in contact: the 
1hops are quite English. The general appearance of the buildings 
retembles that of towns within thirtv miles of London. In the court
yards and the gardens of the mor; retired streets, peach, orange, 
alMl loquat trees, grape-vines, and many singular and beautiful 
shrubs are growing luxuriantly; and here and there, towering Nor
folk-island pines also mark the difference from the climate of Eni
ta11d; white mulberry forms a common skreen round the gardens, 
and a small tree, called here cedar, (probably a species of melia,) is 
often planted between the houses and the outer fence of the premises. 
In our walk we saw no person that we knew. We are again 
strangers in a strange land. 

!zlht 12th mo. (First day.) We remained on board, and twice 
aasembled with the crew for what might more properly be called re
ligious iustruction than public worship. After a solemn pause, a 
portion of Holy Scripture was read ; another pause ensued, then a 
few Psalms were read; after which a considerable time was spent in 
silence. In the morning the silence was broken also, by the minis
terial labours of Geo. W. Walker and myself only. In assembling 
with the crew of the vessel, who have not been brought to the same 
views with Friends, and few of them 10 clear religious principles, our 
dear friends D. and C. Wheeler have adopted the practice of spend
ing a portion of time in reading the Scriptures, as we did on like oc
casions. 

23rd 12th mo. After dinner we crossed to the north shore of 
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Port J11ckson; and had a walk.in the•Bush. Thpugh:gum trees and 
acacia are prominent productions o( the vegetable ,kingdom bere, as 
well .as tn Van Dieman's Land, yet there is . so great a varieLy of 
other.trees and shrubs, not foun() in that island, as to give it a dif
ferent aspect in many places. lns~cts are • more numerous here 

• than io Van Dieman's Land. The cicad~ (here called locus'6,) of 
which ·there are several spectes, keep.up a constant rattle, like that 
of a cotton-mill, both in the town and 011t of it. They are generally 
stationed on the 11pper portion of the trunks .of trees, or on the 
latger branches : some of the kinds attain to four inches in ·length. 
Musquitos • are abundant, and they are very .annoying to some per
sons. On our return we passed a' family of aborigines, sitting 
round a small fire: two women had blankets thrown round them, 
and one of them had a dirty piece of flannel around her neck ; $he 
said she had been very ill. They had three children, that seemed 
from five to eight years old ; one of which at least was a half-

• caste: They had also· several dogs and some cats. Some men 
belonging to them were fishing; three fish were lying near their 
fire. They sai~ • one of the men was gone to the town to buy some 
bread; but they were afraid he would spend the money in drink. lo 
features the old woman reminded us of some of the least person
able of .our acquaintance among the Tasmanian aborigines: the 
younger woman was of less forbidding aspect; and. the children 
were of fine lively ,:ountenance, and by no means of unpleasant fea
tures. They gladly accepted a few pence to b11y bread. They . 
spoke Englisl, tolerably. Their whole appeanmce .was degraded and 
very forlo~ .. 

27th 12th mo. D. and C. Wheeler, G. W. Walker, and myself, 
proceeded to the office of the Colonial Secretary, who accompanied 
us ·to government-house, to introduce us to Major-gem:ral Richard 
Bourke, the governor, in order that I might express to him _a desire 
to be permitted to fulfil an apprehended duty, in visiting the penal 
settlement in Norfolk Island,. accompanied by G: W. Walker, and. 
that we might _deliver seveml letters of introduction. The Governor 
received us courteously, and Alluded to the interviews I had with 
him in London·.· I presented to him a letter from Viscount Gode
rich (now also Earl of Ripon,) recommending Geo. \V. Walker, and 
the object of our mission to these colonies, to the notice of the go
vernor; also one from Lieutenant-governor ArtJmr, written with a 
view to forward our desire to visit Norfolk Island, and other services 
in this colony, and one from Joseph Messey Harvey, of which the 
Governor was furnished with a copy by the writer in Ireland. D. 
\Vheeler presented· a letter from the Secretary for the Colony, nnd 
also his certificate from the morning meeting of ministers and el
dcrB in London, ( General Bourke read my certificate in London, 
1831.) The- Governor stated tbc care exercised to prevent penmns 
under ordinary l;irelllllblimces; visiting Norfolk Island _but readily 
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c.'Ollsented to-our gi>ing, under.an -apprehension of roligious· duty'; 
and being put. oh shore there by the Henry Freeling, on her way to 
Tahiti, and- left to be brought &ck by .a government ·vessel. He 
also expre86ecl :a desire, that a perimn to impart religious instruction 
should be statianed et each of the 'penal settlements. Thus, thrqugh 
the over-roling of the Most Iligh, another important object is likely 
to. be accomplished by our friends coming out in this direction, in the 
Henry. Freelin~; which ;t would have been difficult (or us to have 
effected in any oth~r way, and which has opened in such a manner 
as to afford my own mind satisfactory evidence, that the mean:i for 
its 11ccomplishment, as well as the sense of duty with respect. to the 
visit, were of the Lord. This visit to Norfolk Island, which. is dis
tant Crom Sydney· upwards of nine hundred miles, may· possibly oc- . 

. cupy ~s several weelts, but being satisfied as to the requiring, I can
not regret the time. 

28th ·12th mo. (First day.). We assembled twice on deck,. for 
public worship, having "rigged a chapel," by putting !-IP the awning, 
aod fixing a number of colours along the ·sides and ends. . A small 
congregation, consisting of J. and M. Tawell, Thomas and Amelia 
Brown, and one of their sons, Mary Keen (a Bryanite residing with 
.T. and A. Brown,) Gabriel Bennett, and Samuel Cross, from Not
tingham, assembled with our ship's company. In the evening the 
same persons attended; and the addition of s son of c;;. Benne~t, end 
George Thompson, an acquaintance of our captain. A considerable 
time was spent in solemn silence, in which tberE; was a sense of the 
presence of the Lord of all, whose presence gives life and consolation 
to those who wait upon Him in sincerity and in truth. Daniel 
Wheeler and myself were engaged in testimony on both occasions. 

30th 12th mo. The forenoon was oocupied in conversation wiih 
Samuel Marsden, the intelligent, aged, and episcopal clc1·gyman of 
Paramatta, whose heart has long been open to encourage, by all 
means, the improvement and civilization of this pait of the world, 
and ~ially the i~troduction of Christianity among the inhabitants 
of the isles of 'the Pacific. He dined with us, and gave us m.uch 
interesting information respecting his visits to New Zealand, l!oc, 

1st 1st mo. 1835. Our week-day rqeeting was ·held on board. 
Sneral persons attended it. Daniel Wheeler and myself had, each, 
a little to communicate in testimony. The former alluded to the 
commencement of the new year, and pressed upon ns the examina
tion as to what progress we had made toward the kingdom-of hea
ven, since we first believed. It was -a season of comfort, under 
a sense of the pardoning and sanctifying mercy of the Most High. 

4th ht mo, (First day.) J. aud M. Tawcll met with us (including 

Digitize; by Google 



56 

the ship's company,) in our cabin this morning, which was very wet. 
We had a season preciously owned of the Lord, the influence of 
whose Spirit brought us into the feeling of solemn reverence. The 
like blessing was also showered down upon us, even more abun
dantly at the firat meeting of Friends held on land in New South 
Wales, at John Tawell's at six o'clock this evening. The persons 
present amounted to twenty-two in number. On both occasions my 
mouth was opened in testimony and prayer. In the evening D. 
Wheeler spoke also in testimony, and at the close of the meeting e1· 
horted us to endeavour to keep close to the sense of the Divine pre
sence, which had been so mercifully granted us, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

5th 1st mo. In the evening we attended a public meeting 
of the Temperance Society, held in a large school room formerly 
used as the court-house. It was numerously attended, and many 
respectable females were of the company. Richard Jones, one 
of the vice-presidents, was in the chair; and Richard Hill, one 
of the secretaries, acted on the occasion in that capacity. The 
remainder of the resolutions, which time did not admit being 
brought forward at the Inst meeting, were now proposed, and car• 
ried: and the meeting was addressed by W. P. Crook, Dr. Laing, 
J. Saunders, W. Jarratt, Geo. W. Walker, J. Backhouse, and a num
ber of other persons, whose names I do not recollect. ( have no 
doubt but the cause of temperance was promoted. This was the first 
meeting of the kind that D. and C. W. were ever present at: they 
were agreeably interested. We were kindly weleomed to the colony 
at this meeting. 

6th 1st mo. Having been prevented taking exercise since 
Sixth-day, went on shore on the north side of Port Jackson, and 
collected a few specimens of plants and insects ; some of the latter, 
as well as many of the former, are very beautiful, and all display 
the power and wisdom of the Creator. The more rhe works of 
creation are understood, the more the evidence of infinite wisdom 
and power in the Creator are seen. If it was designed that the dis
play of these, in every part of creation, should be among the i~
citements to adoration and praise in the mind of man, how is hrs 
fallen state exhibited in this connexion! Instead of being able to 
name them according to their qualities, as Adam was before the 
fall, most persons pass them unheeded by; many are disgusted at 
the properties which render them fit for the place they fill in crea
tion ; and among those who study them, too many make these ob
jects of their study their idols, instead of God the glory. 

12th 1st mo. Daniel Wheeler and myself received an invitation 
from General Burke, the Governor, to viRit him at Paramatt11 to-
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trrortO'IV, and to remain tffi Fifth-day. In the afternoon the pri
\'au: secretary came on board and made ar1·angement for our being 
conveyed thither. 

lllth 1st mo. At ten o'clock a government boat came alongside 
the Henry Freeling, to convey Daniel Wheeler and myself to Pa
ramata, distant by water fifteen miles. We arrived there about two 
o'clock, after a pleasant row. The estnRry of Port Jackson, for the 
greater part of the distance, rnns into bays on both sides; for about 
half the distance from Sydney, these are formed by woody hills of 
low elevation, running into rocky points of sand-stone. Toward 
Paramattn the sJ:iores are low and muddy, and the contiguous lands 
<'lear, except of a few scattered trees, and cultivated. Houses are 
interspersed at moderate distances; some of them appear to be in
habited by prosperous sett.lers, and haYe the aspect of the houses of 
English gentlemen. Mnny of the gardens are well stocked with peach, 
orange, mulberry, fig, and loquat-trees, and grape-vine~. The grass
lands are green from the abundance of a grass that resists the drought 
more than most other kinds. It not only abounds in pastures in this 
<'ountry, but it takes the plare occupied by poa annua in England, 
&c. at roots of walls, by the sides of foot-paths, &c. Conversation 
on various subjects passed in the course of the afternoon and even
ing, and among them on lunatic asylums. The Governor told 
me that an institution of this kind was greatly wanted in New 
Sooth Wales, and seemed pleased when I proposed to furnish 
him the " Sketck of the lktreat," and " Hints on the Construc
tion, &c. of Pauper Lunatic Asylums... Tea was introduced at 
-eight o'clock, and after it cards, with which some of the company 
amused themselves. The Chief-justice declined joining, and said 
that he bad not played for so long that he bad forgotten how, and 
that his recollections of C'ard-playing were painful. On behalf of 
D. W. and myself, I statecl the objections of the Society of Frienda 
to the practice. 

17th 1st mo. I furnished the Governor with a copy of a 
" Sketch of the Origin, Progress, and present State of the Retreat" 
near York. I also put into the hands of the Colonial Secretary a 
volume of the Irish books, and left for Chief-justice Forbes a num
ber of the Temperance Society's publications, Chief-justice Forbes 
is the president of the Temperance Society, and the Governor is 
aware of its importance and disposed to promote it. There is a 
~isposition in the goYernment to promote reading among the pri
soners in the iron-gangs, and in other places under the immediate 
charge of the government. 

18th 1st mo. (First-day.) Our meeting on•deck this marning 
was a season of renewed favour and mercy. Several r.rsons were 
present who had Rot before met witll cl!lzePij <§1@(,d le The meet
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ing at J. T.'s was a time of great favour, in the conclusion of 
which D. Wheeler alluded to the sense of Divine intluenre that had 
prevailed over us, until it might rightly be said, 0 The Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth.'' On both occasions we were both en
gaged in testimony, and in the evening l also was exercised in vocal 
supplication. 

19th 1st mo. Through the medium of Alexander M'Leay the 
Colonial Secretary, I transmitted to the private Secretary for the 
Governor, a copy of S. Tuke's " Practical Hints on the Construc
tion and Economy of the Pauper Lunatic Asylums." I also fur• 
nished the Colonial Secretary ,tith a copy of the " Manual of the 
British nnd Foreign School Society," and specimens of their les• 
sons, and a copy of Davis's " Digest of Legislative Enactment..'' 

25th 1st mo. (First-day.) We met on board the Henry Free
ling as usual this morning; nnd in the evening at Ambrose Fosa's, 
where the company amounted to nearly forty persons, some of whom 
had not been with us before. My own mind was under much exer• 
cisc from the sense of manifold temptations; yet I was strengthened 
to cast off by expression some burdens on sccount of others, in both 
meetings. I was sensible of a heavenly solemnity, after having 
given utterance to prayer, on the !otter occasion; yet, on the whole, 
it was far from n lively meeting: perhaps the great heat was in 
some measure the cause of the sense of oppression and depression. 

1st 2nd mo. (First-day.) Our meeting in the forenoon, on board 
the Henry Freeling, wns attended by most of the persons who gene
rally assemble with us. Silence was only interrupted by n few 
words, near the conclusion, expressed by myself, on the doctrine of 
Christian love, as set forth by our Saviour ancl the apostle John, 
and a short addition on the same sul~cct by Daniel Wheeler. 

The meeting in the old Court-house, in the evening, was large; 
bnt it was long in gathering: perhaps it might have gathered more 
regularly at seven o'clock than it did being appointed at six. In 
the prospect of this meeting I felt (as I have often folt on former 
occasions of the like kind) that it was an exercise of faith to invite 
people to such a meeting, under an apprehension of religious duty, 
in the belief that, whether it should be best to set an example of 
waiting on God in silence, or to speak in his holy name, qualificn
tion would be given at the time; and in this confidence to fulfil tbe 
injunction, " Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall sustain 
thee.'' I was favoured to feel the promise or assurance realized, 
&nd was preserved in great quietude of mind for almost half the 
meeting, though feeling much ofa blank in mind, except 811 regarded 
this sense of dep~dence: and when, at hmgth, the passage wa!I 
J>resented to my vir.w, with an apprehension that it was my duty 10 

express it, " Why do the disciples of John nd the [Pharisees fast, 
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bul thy disciples fast not?'' &c. from Mark, ii. 18 to 22 inclusiwe. I 
saw but little of the scope of thesP. subjects to what opened, as I 
gave utterance to them, and by which I was enabled to preach the 
new birth, Christ crucified, &c. Daniel Wheeler ac.lded a few sen
tences in the same strain ; and after I had given utterance to a few 
petitions on bended knees, the meeting separated, leaving on our 
minds a feeling of thankfulness to Him who continues to be to his 
dependent children a present help in time of need; qualifying them 
for the labour to which He calls them, in 1mch a manner as to prove, 
both to themselves and to others, that all the glory belongs unto 
Himself; and to Him alone let it be a!!cribed for ever, saith my soul. 
Amen. 

"th 2nd mo. Having promised Chief-justice Forbes a series of 
tracts of the Peace Society, I left them at his house this morniog, 
and called also on another individual to leave with him, on loan, 
" Gumey's Observations on the distinguishing Views and Practices 
of Friends." I had some ronvenation with Samuel Marsden, who 

.dined with us, and with the Colonial Secretary, on the case of the 
New Zealander, who was on board the Henry Freeling a few dnys 
ago; who was, I learn, brought away with his wife and child as 
hostages, by a house in Sydney that has a whaling establishment on 
that part of the coast of New Zealand to which these people belong, 
and of which the man is said to be a chief. The lives of the per
!IODI employed by this house were thought to he in danger, and this 
expedient was adopted for their protection. There is reason to be
lieve it was with the consent of this man and his countrymen that he 
and bis wife became hostages, but they seem to have had no idea of 
being so Jong detained. The chief complains of the detention, and 
says that, if an Englishman had been detained in like manner in his 
country, a man-of-war would have been sent to demand him. It is 
an important question how far it is proper to allow of acts of this cha
racter, and one "fhich demands the con~ideration of the British Legis
lature. In the evening George W. Walker and myself attended the 
committee of the Temperance Society: about a dozen persous were 
present. The cause of temperance appears to be gaining ground. 

6th 2nd mo. In the evening we commenced visiting the ships in 
the harbour, to give them notice of the intended meeting on First
day. 

7th 2nd mo. George W. Walker and Charles Wheeler visited 
the remainder of the shipping, and distributed, as we did yesterday, 
printed notices of the intended meeting. In the mean time I made 
n selection of tracts to put into cire11lntio11 on the occasion. 

8th 2nd mo. The meeting this morning, on board tlw Henry 
Porcher, was attended by from one hundred to ue h~ 1dred\1tr,tt'-,fit.;!• 
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persons, a large proportion of whom were masters and officers of 5bi~. 
It was a season in which Divine Mercy brought us under solemn feel• 
ing, and gave ability to preach the gospel freely, without any compro
mise of principle to the practic.-es of men. When constrained by the 
love of Christ to preach, it is a favour to be enabled to preach the 
gospel fully, both with regard to faith and practice, even when we our
aelves may feel that we have not attained to the full measure of that 
which the gospel requires. But when we feel this to be the case, may 
the sense of deficiency prompt to increase of diligence in making our 
calling and election aurc. The vocal labours devolved upon myself, 
very contrary to my expectation. After the meeting we distributed 
a number of tracts, confining ourselves on this occasion to those 
published by Friends and those of the Temperance Society. In 
the evening we met at John Tawell's. A long time of silence, in 
which the love of God was felt, preceded a lively testimony from 
Daniel Wheeler, to which I also made some addition: afterwards 
giving utterance to prayer, fn the prospeet of departing for a season 
from this land. Daniel Wheeler also spoke a few words of enrou
ragement just before the meeting broke up, 

9th 2nd mo. The third anniversary of the day of our arrival iu 
Van Dieman's Land. We did not then look forward to so long a 
continuance in the colonies; the future was wisely concealed from 
us; and we have great resson to bless the name of the Lord, who 
bas led llll about, and instructed us, and kept us (may we not rev~ 
rently say) as the apple of his eye. 

10th 2nd mo. I breakfasted with Alexander M•Leay and family, 
and had some conversation on the religious observances of Friends. 
A. M•Leay has not been an inattentive observer of the loss sustained 
in some families of Friends, from the want of religious care, and the 
neglect of religious instruct.ion on the part of parents. In many in
stances, the cause of this neglect has, no doubt, been a want of 
religion in the parents, though there might neveri.helcss be some 
profession of it: and they could not impart what they did not pos
sess. 

12th 2nd mo. The Henry Freeling was yesterday removed 
from her mooring into the stream, to be ready for sailing : she lays 
close by the government schooner, Isabella, al:m bound for Nor
folk Island, with soldiers, anrl prisoners. We took leave of our kinu 
friends, J. and M. and some others, and rctumed on board our 
little vessel, which has been our dwelling during our sojourn in New 
South Wales. 

Visit lo Norfolk Island. 
13th 'lnd mo. This morning early, the Isabella sailed, anu we be

ing ready for sea, made a signal for a pilot, who came on board, anJ 
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by noon brought us to the Heads, the light-house bearing south at 
twelve o'clock. 

22nd 2nd mo. (First day.) We assembled twice on deck, with 
the crew of the vessel. Geo. W. Walker read some portions of 
Holy Scripture, and we spent a considerable time in silence. In the 
morning I expressed, for the instruction of the seamen, the impressions 
that dwelt upon my mind on the importance of having the attention 
constantly alive to the paintings of the Spirit, and on the necessity 
of daily close self-examination, in order to maintain a steady course 
heavenward. 

~Moth 2nd mo. (First day.) The wind is light, and is again Jess 
favourable. Numbers of jelly-fish, and Portuguese men-of-war, arc 
floating past us. The sea was luminous la3t night. Jelly-fish seem 
to excite some of this luminous appearance; but it is often disen
gaged from the sea by whatever agitates it, and probably then arises 
fr9m phosphorescent matter disengaged by animal and vegetable 
substances decomposing in salt-water. In Sidney-cove the light in 
the wake of our boat, often resembled the tail of n comet, and earh 
oar as it dipped produced a luminous patch that remaic1ed for some 
seconds : lines of light also darted about us, probably from small 
fish avoiding the boat. 

25th 2nd mo. The wind being light, and the swell high from the 
opposite direction, we made no progress. A shoal of black fish, (a 
small species of whale) passed us this morning. A dolphin threw 
itself out of the water several times at our bow, being probably in 
pursuit of small fish. The Dolphin resembles a pike in figure much 
more than the strange-looking things represented on signs in Eng
land: it sometimes, however, givea itself remarkable twists when 
playing on the water ; its colour is brilliant blue, and gold-bronze on 
the back, and silvery underneath. Jelly-fish were very numerous; 
10meti10es the sea seemed almost full of them : the most common 
lf)CCies consisted of tubes about three inches Jong, and an inch wide, 
transparent, and intersected by membranes in various directions, 
with a worm-like brown line, near one end and side, either straight, 
or more frequently horse-shoe shaped, the animal taking in and ex
pelling water at a triangular opening at one end of the tube. The 
perfect animal seemed to consist of from five to fourteen of these 
bodies, united so as to form a truncated cone; but single ones (pro
bably broken off from the others) seem equally lively. At night 
numerous animals of this tribe were floating about the vessel, and 
emitting a brilliant light. These were conical tubes, open at one 
end without any intersecting membanes, transparent, colourless, 
slightly green or brown, five to seven inches long, nnd an inrh 
wide, covered with small tubercles, among which were short, thick, 
transparent, hooked protuberances, pointi g, u w rd. The light 
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emitted was visible at a considerable depth belO\Y the surface of the 
ocean; but was brilliantly phosphorescent when the animals were 
on the surface. When taken out of the water, these animal,, which 
have a slight motion, continued to emit light for a short time, and 
then shone only at intervals, particularly on being irritated by rub
bing; the shining recommenced at the part rubbed, and soon spread 
over the whole animal, There were also other molluscous bodies 
taken out of the sea, emitting light like brilliant sparks, but they 
were very minute, and I could trace no distinct form. 

4th 3rd mo. Early in the morning, Phillips Island, which is slop
ing high land, with a bold cliff to the south, was in view, and close 
beyond it, the lower hills of Norfolk Island, clothed with lofty 
N orfolk-i11land pines, towering like spires, and giving it a very remark
able appearance: as we advanced we saw also between these, Napier 
Island, which is small, and very sterile. The two government ves
sels viz. the Governor Phillip, and the Isabella, were standing to and 
fro off these islands, none of which have a harbour. The sea w11s 
breaking heavily on the low reef fronting the little bay on which the 
settlement on Norfolk Island is situated. The commander of the 
Governor Phillip csme along side, and gave us some instructions, and 
kindlypresented Daniel Whcelerwith some trumpeter-fish. The Com
mander of the Isabella also came on board, along with Lieutenant 
C. F. Greig, who brought us a letter from Major Anderson, welcoming 
us to Norfolk Island. We took a hasty leave of our dear friends, 
D. and C. Wheeler, and their ship's company, and went on ,hore 
with Lieut. Greig and the master of the Isabella. In passing 
through the narrow opening through 1he rocks, a surf ca11ght the 
boat, came upon our backs, and thre\v the bow of the boat. on the 
rock11, but it soon got into deep water again ; and we were de
livered from the momentary danger, by the merciful providence of 
our Heavenly Father, and again soon stood on dry land, with thank
ful hearts, desiring to ascribe all glory to our God, to whom be glory 
for ever, Amen. On landing on Norfolk Island we received a 
very kind welcome from the commandant, Major Jos. Anderson 
50th regiment : he also ordered a boat oft' to brin11-our luggage on 
shore immediately; but 1he surf became too heavy to allow the boat 
to proceed. Having taken a very hasty leave of our dear friends, 
Daniel and Charles Wheeler, we wrote a parting letter to them, to go 
by a boat that is to convey to them in the morning a few refresh
ments from Major Anderson, and to bring our luggage on shore. 

5th Srd mo. By return of the boat, at an early hour, we welcomed 
a feeling reply to our parting letter from our dear companions Dan
iel and Charles Wheeler, from whom we are now parted for a season, 
if we ever meet again in this world. They sent our luggage on shore, 
and soon made sail again, and before noon the Henry Frecling was 
out of 5ight, on her voyage for Tahiti, &c. In he aft rnoou we ac-
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companied our hoste!ls antl her guests, with the military surgron, 
Robert Ellson and liis wife, and the master of the Isabella, to the 
commandants garden, distant from the settlement (originally named 
Sydney, but afterwards, to avoid confusion with the capital of New South 
Wales, called King's Town) about two miles. The commandant's gar
den is situated in a beautiful hollow named Orange Vale. The 
commandant joined us at four o'clock at dinner, under a spreading 
English oak, that must have been planted at the earliest settlement 
of the Island, as it is as lar11:e as an oak wculd ordinarily be in a 
century in England. Norfolk Island is said to be about seven miles 
long, and four miles broad: it is formed of a series of amall hills 
and vallies, covered with a fertile red earth, overlaying basaltic rock. 
The climate isof that genial character in which both maize and wheat ri
pen. The higher hills, and portions of Lhe vales, are covered with wood; 
and except on the upper part of Mount Pitt, which is the most ele
vated portion of the island, being about twelve hundred feet above 
the level of the sea; the Norfolk-island pine towers one hundred feet 
above the rest of the forest: this noble tree resembles the Norway 
spruce in form, but is not so thickly branched. Where the wood 
merges into open grassy vallies, the rich crests of the Fern-tree of this 
i?.land arrest the eye by their beauty: their stems are not so thick 
and rough as those of the fern-trees of Van Dieman's Land, but are 
loftier, attaining to fifty-feet in height; and their frons or leaYes arc 
sometimes twelve foot long, and of rich appearance, something like 
Lhe frons of Aspidium Files mas, the common shield-fern of Eng
land, only larger. 

8th 3rd mo. (First day.) At ten o'clock we arcompanied,Mnjor 
Anderson to the congregation of Protestant prisoners, which meets 
in a room within the yard of the prisoners' barracks, called tlie 
court-house, having been formerly used for thnt purpose: it is capa
ble of containing about two hundred and fifty persons, and those who 
cannot be accommodated in it sit outside. The Protestant prison
ers meet here at ten and two, for public worship; and aome of them, 
from twenty to thirty, at eight and half-past twelve on First-days, at 
one end of the room, as an adult school, and at the same time for the 
same purpose; about the like number of Romnn Catholil·s at the 
other. The prayers, &c. of the Episcopal Church were read by a 
prisoner, who is snid to haTe been brought up as a minister of that 
denomination of Christians. He delivered a very appropriate ad
drea, or sermon, including an uncompromising denunciation of sin, 
and an exhibition of the hopes of the gospel. Were his own life an 
exemplification of the efficacy of the doctrines he preaches, and his 
mind so kept under the influence of the Holy Spirit, that the bap
tizing power t~ereof might freely accompany his ministry, much good 
might be expected from his labours. I would not be understood to 
intimate that no benefit results from them, nor yet that the man 
does not in some degree feel what he cijf,~~c;,t1 s • n 1~1e honestly ac-
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knowledge<l, in the course of his address, his own want of proper 
conformity to what he so strongly urged n.s necessary for himself and 
others. The same individual also reads prayers in the jail, and in 
the hospital, on First-days, and he attends to the opening of the 
Pmtestant adult school, After his service was concluded, a short 
pause ensued, when I briefly addressed the prisoners, n.s did also 
Geo. W. Walker. 

At two o'clock we went with Major Anderson to the public wor
ship of the Roman Catholie prisoners, which commences at the aame 
hour■ as that of Protestants, in a mess-room, in what ia designed for 
a lumber-yard, The prayers were read in English (except one near 
the close, in Latin) by a prisoner, who ia also said to have been edu
cated for the ministry, and who seems likewise to have some practi
cal knowledge of the inward work of grace, notwithstanding he is a 
prisoner. He also read a well-arranged address of his own pre
paring, inciting to practical piety; and which, in point of doctrine, 
would not, I suppose, have been considered faulty by any Protestant 
congregation. At the conclusion I stood up, and remarked, that 
having come among them in the love of Christ, I would take the 
liberty of expressing what was in my heart toward them. 

They were very attentive while I referred them to their own con
victions of sin, as the reproofs of the Holy Spirit, by which the Fa
ther sought to draw them to the Son, in order that they might ob
tain eternal life through Him. When I had concluded, my com
panion also addressed a few words of Christian counsel and good• 
will to them, which they listened to with like attention. The free 
Protestants met at ten o'clock, in a room at the military barracks, 
and the free Roman Catholics in another. The Episcopal service, 
and a sermon, are read by one of the officers, and that ofthc Roman 
Catholics by a sergeant. The sabbath is now spent in a very orderly 
manner upon this island ; where, in former days, it is said to have 
been far otherwise. Before the present arrangement was made, the 
only apology for public worship attempted, consisted in assembling 
the whole of the prisoners in a little square in the front of the mili
tary barracks, with the military opposite to them, when a few prayers 
were hastily read by an officer, and the whole concluded in the space 
of little more than ten minutes, The effect of this was such, that the 
prisoners to this day, say they never hear the Divine name on Nor
folk Island, except to hear it blasphemed. 

9th 3rd mo. We visited the jail, which is inadequate for the pur
pose it is used for, and is to be superseded by a new building. as 
soon as one can be erected. We read to them from the Scriptures, 
and they were very attentive, while we also imparted to them reli
gious counsel, and compared the migery produced by sin, with the 
peace produced by righteousness, and exhorted them to flee from the 
former, and follow afi-0r the latter, s!suring them of the willingness of 
God to ennblc them to serve Him, if th~,,,W.9J) a:~~k help from 
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him ; seeing He ga•e his beloved Son to die for us, and balh exalted 
Him to his own right hand, to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give re
pentance and remission of sins. We also directed them to the con
victions of sin in their own minds, as the message of the mercy o( 
God, by which He is seeking to lead lhem to repentance, in order 
that they may look upon Jesus as the Lamb of God, that taketh 
away the sin of the world. 

10th Srd mo. We have again cause to acknowledge the goodness 
and mercy of our he11venly Father, in leading us about, and instruct
ing us. Had we come here a day sooner, we should have been too 
soon ; and 10 far aa appeal'II, no other time could hue been so favour
able for our arrival as the present, when there is a change of officers, 
ancl we may be enabletl to strengthen the hands of Major Anderson 
a little, in promoting the good order of the settlement, which bas 
had many impedimenta from persons whose example was neither 
favourable to religious nor to moral reformation. 

I Ith Srd mo~ We visited the hospital, and had religious inter
views with the patients, who are few in number. The diseases un
der which they are labouring are not to be attributed to peculiarity 
of climate or to the prison discipline. 

12th Srd mo. We had an interesting inte"iew with the priaonera 
employed at Longridge, in agriculture. 

18th Srd mo. We visited the prisoners in tbejail and hospital. 

14th 3rd mo. We had a religious interview with about fifty 
prisonera, engaged in agricultural labour. They generally work in 
gangs consisting of from twelve to fifteen men, superintended by 
ao overseer ; but on this occasion several gangs were employed on 
the 11ame parcel of ground, gathering the maize-crop. Agriculture i11 
earned on here on a limited scale, and entirely by hand-labour, and 
the settlement is dependent, in great measure, upon New South 
Wales for supplies. The island is sufflciently·capable of supporting 
its inhabitants. If bullocks were used in ploughing, drawing manure, 
&c. more land might then be occupied in growing grain; and that 
abandoned with regard to lillage, might be laid down with grass for 
li~e stock, instead of being suffered to become overrun with weeds 
of DO value. 

151h 3rd mo. (First-day.) We attended the congregation of 
free Protestants in the morning, and that of prisoner P.-otestants in 
the afternoon, The prayers, &c. of the Episcopal Church and a 
sennon were read in the former, by Ensign Septimus Campbell ; 
and in the latter, by R. A. Taylor, whose sermon was on the neces
sity of the influence of the Holy Spirit Land "'OhtAin~"evidenee that • Ll,~ltlzed by ~l:Y(J 
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he i1 not a •tranger to the principles -of spiritual religion. Taylor 
says, that. in a former part of bis life, be preached duferent doclrioe, 
not founded on ScripLiare, but that he did 10 in ignorance and dark
nese. At the conclusion of both thele occaaion1 I addressed the 
eongregationa ; and at the latter, George W. Walker also preached to 
them. In the interval we visited the adult achoola, in which some 
of the persons receiving instruction are making progress. 

16th Srd mo. We Tisited the jail and hospital. One man io 
the latter is ,inking from an old chronic disease of the cheat: he 
seems in a dark state of mind, but not without some glimmerings 
of light. We encouraged him to give way to conviction, for 1io, 
and to pray for ability to look upon Jesus as the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sin of the world. It is awful to see repentance de
ferred to a death-bed, when the powers of the mind as well 81 of 
Lhe body are weakened by disease. 

17th Srd mo. The poor man, mentioned ye~terday, died to-d11y. 
We breakfasted with Archibald M'Leod and family, and had a re
ligious interview with them. We also visited a gang of about fifteen 
men who were breaking stones on the rock. 

18th Srd mo. I attended the interment of the prisc,ner Samuel 
Arnold, who died yesterday, and spoke a feiv words to them who 
were assembled, on the occasion, after the funeral service of the 
Episcopal Church was gone through. I was never more struck 
with the inappropriateness of much ofthia " Burial service," and of 
its danger of misleading the ignorant, and of lulling them into a 
state of ea1e, by holding out the idea that all was well "·ith them at 
last, without distinction 81 to their put Ii ves. We afterwards bad 
an interview with a considerable number of the prisoners in the court
house, to whom there was much openness in preaching the gospel. 

19th 3rd mo. We visited a gang of men employed in grinding 
maize in hand-mills. We had also a religious interview with the 
agricultural gangs at Longridge, and spoke to an overseer, a nati'fe 
of Scorton, Yorkshire, who has been long on the island. He in
formed ua that there had been a progressive improvement amoog 
the prisoner• for some time put, especially since Major Andersoo 
availed himself of the mean, within his reach for their religious in
struction, and regulated the appropriation of punishment.a to the 
nature of the offences committed. 

22nd 3rd mo. (First-day.) In the morning we visited the con
gregation of free Roman Catholics, consisting chieAy of soldiers and 
their familiea, with a few officers. The service was conducted by a 
sergeant. The order and attention of the people was exemplary. 
It was pitiable to hear some of their prayers aqd.ressed to the Virgin 
Mary and other "saints;'' remembcring,1tlilWH1 !l 'been trained 
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in thia deltSion by t.b088 who were not content with the one Media· 
tor between God a11d poor fallen men, provided of .the Father, even 
uae Lord Jesa1, who ever livetb to make interceuiou for ua. We 
did oot, howeHr, feel it our bueineu to point out to them what we 
believed to be their errors of doctrine; but rather we found it in our 
heart., in connexion wiih thole matters in which their profession of 
faith is sound, to lead them to a practical attention to the teaching 
of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, which, when implicitly 
obeyed, leads into all truth. In the afternoon we visited the adult 
acbooI. and the congregation of the Proteatant prisoners. At the 
conclusion of their 11ervice alao, I had aomething to communicate of 
lbe same tendency. How lamentably has the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit been neglected by profeaaing Christians, notwithstanding the 
promise of our blessed Saviour, respecting the Comforter, that He 
ahould take of the things of Christ and show them unto his disciples. 

In attending these congregations I have before noticed, we keep 
our seats as spectators, and keep on our hats, unless comfort require 
ua to take them off, as is often the case in so warm a climate. At 
the conclusioos of their devotions the people willingly keep their 
aeats, to give ua opportunity to express anything we have to say; 
and they often quietly sit with us some time in solemn silence, in 
which a measure of the baptizing inftuence of the Holy Spirit is 
often felt to our great comfort. 

23rd Srd mo. We had a long interview with the patients in 
the hospital, some of whom seem to feel au interest in eternal 
things. 

24th 3rd mo.• We visited three gangs, who work at out.stations 
but lodge in the prisoners' barracks upon the settlement. In one of 
them wu a man under sentence of death, and expecting to be e~e
cuted. He spoke of the opportunity we had with the prisoners at 
that time gratefully, and said he was thankful again to have the op• 
portunity of receiving in1truction from us. 

25th 3rd mo. We had an interview with the prisoners working 
on the settlement, in the court.house; Major Anderson having kindly 
alloweJ such as inclined to meet us to remain, when the bell rung 
for work at one o'clock, in order that no unpleasant feelings, re• 
•petting encroachment upon their leisure, might stand in the way of 
their receiving counsel. 

I 27th Srd mo. Overseers, selected from among the first.clan 
men, hue the time of their sentence reduced by every two years 
counting for three ; but if they misconduct themselves, and be 
nmoved from office in consequence, they Jose the benefit of the 
previoU1ly reduced time. Two of the overseers on Norfolk Island 
arc free men; and a number, called v8Jun~~•~~• are prieon• 
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ers of New South Wales, who, holding tickets-of-leave, have volun• 
teered to become overseers on Norfolk Island, for salaries from ls. 
to 2s. 3d. a day, in the hope of obtaining, for a faithful discharge of 
their duty, free or conditional pardons. The time ■pent on Norfolk 
Island, under a colonial sentence, is not reckoned as any part of an 
original sentence. Thus, a man transported from England or Van 
Dieman's Land to New South Wales for seven years, committing 
an offence at the expiration of three years, and being sentenced to 
Norfolk Island for seven years, will have, at the expiration of that 
period, to serve the remaining portion of his original sentenl.'e : viz. 
four years in New South Wales, on being returned thither. 

We had interviews with the prisoners in the juil and hospital. 
In the latter, an aged man said he had lived so wicked a life, that 
there was no hope for him. How awful is such a reflection on a 
sick bed ! Yet we were glad even to find so much reflection as this, 
hoping even against hope, that it might lead to seeking for Divine 
mercy. Another man, suffering severely from the effect of his own 
sin, professes to have found mercy through Christ, in the day of his 
trouble: he acknowledges himself to be among the chief of sinners, 
and says he sometimes feels very fearful, though at others he feels 
peace. 

28th 3rd mo. We breakfasted with Archibald M•Leod and 
family, with whom we had a religious interview. We afterwards 
walked to a distant stock station, called Cheese's Gully, on the 
north side of the island, where three men are placed in charge of 
some cattle feeding on grassy hills, embosomed in wood, and par
tially overgrown with lemon and guava-trees. On the coast there 
are two remarkable arches in the basaltic rock, some portions of 
which in the adjacent cliff are columnar: one of these is between 
the cliff and an inaccessible little islet, inhabited by gannets and 
boatswains. Birds of the latter kind, with their speckled young, 
and common pigeons are to be seen in many places on the ledges 
of the cliffs. In the gullies the cabbage-tree is of frequent occur
rence. It is a handsome palm, of the genus seaforthica, The 
trunk (like that of all tbe other palms) is round, and has nume
rous scars forming rings around it: they are the marks left by the 
fallen leaves, the sheathing bases of which enclose the upper part 
of the trunk with the flower-buds and rudiments of the young 
leaves. The colour of the truuk is green, and, except the annular 
scars mentioned, it is smooth, Its heigbt is about twenty feet, and 
its circumference from one and a half to two feet. The leaves, or 
fronds, form a princely crest at the top of this elegant column, and 
nry from nine to fifteen in number. The falling leaves discover 
from within their sheathing-bases the flower-buds, consisting of 
double compressed sheaths pointed at the upper extremity. These 
sheaths split open indiscriminately on the upper or underside, and 
fall off, leaving the branched spadix, Olo~fl~~ Cs~ingifliich, with the 
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Bowers, is tbe colout of ivory, attached by a broad base to the trunk. 
The Bowers are very small, and are aua:eeded by round seeds, red 
externally, but white and hard as horn internally. As the seeds ad
vanre, the stems supporting them become green. The seeds furnish 
food for the wood-quest, a large species of pigeon, with a bronzed 
head and breast, white undemNth, and pnncipally slate or lead 
colour on the back and wings. It ia 10 unconecioua of danger as to 
sit till taken hy a nooee at the end of a stick ; or when one ia shot, 
10 remain on the same bough rill itself also ia fired at. The young 
leaf of the cabbage-tree rises perpendicularly in the centre before it 
unfolds itself, and in this 1tate ia used for making brooma; while 
those atilt unprotruded and enclosed within the sheathing base of the 
older leaves, forming a white mus as thick aa a man's arm, are 
taken out and eaten raw, boiled, or pickled. In a raw state, the 
heart or cabbage tastes like a nut, and boiled it resembles artichoke
bottoms. We measured a Norfolk Island pine twenty-three feet, 
and another twenty-aeven feet in circumference. Some of them are 
about two hundred feet high: they tower far above all other trees 
of the island. The timber is useful for building, but it soon perishes 
when used as posts for fencing. This is said to be the caae with all 
other kinds of wood on the island. Norfolk Island iron-wood is the 
only other kind reputed worth using, and no fences are expected to 
stand above thrtt yeani. Vegetation is rapid in this fine climate, but 
decay is rapid also. There are nry few dead logs lying in the bush 
11 in Van Dieman's Land. 

We had some conversation with two prisoners, atock-keepers, 
who were Roman Catholics. We offered them a Bible and some 
tracts, to instruct them in their solitude. One of them declined ac
cepting them, saying, that according, to their church, he had been 
instructed by his parents and their priests, from a child, not to rend 
the Bible ! The other said, he was not against reading the Bible, 
but that it was the most dangerous book that oovld be put into the 
hands of an illiterate man! However they both concluded, on re
flection, that they would read it, not being able to attend public 
worship at the settlement, on account of the nature of their ocen
pation. 

~!)th 3rd mo. (First-day.) We visited the congregation or Pro
testant prisoners in the morning, and that of Roman Catholic pri
aonen in the afternoon. At the conclusion we again availed our
sel\'es of the opportunity freely granted to express what we had 
to ray to them. This being the last sabbath in the month, the 
pri90flers, after the morning senice, were mustered end in
spected by the civil surgeon. Their state of health is very good, 
and gn-at attention is paid here to cleanliness: the prisoners arc 
not only requested to wash themselves regularly, but every First
day morning they all bnthe in the sea, within the reef, opposite 
their barracks. Many of them bathe in the course of the week also. 

Dighized by Google 
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On Seventh.days they have an hour to waah and repair their clothes, 
in addition to the houri ofbreakfastand dinner. 

80th Srd mo. We epent a little time in the h0t1pital and jail, 
and inspected the cells of the latter, Awful is the etate of those 
who are in the gall of bitterness and the bond of iniquity I Thie 
island, by nat.ure beautiful and comparable to the garden of Eden, 
i■ 1endered not only a moral wilderness, but a place of torment to 
these men, not so much by the punishments of the law, aa by the 
conduct of the men one to another. They form schemes of mis
chieC, and betray one another; and very generally, being idly dis
posed, they are goaded by the exertions of the pri■oner-overaeera to 
keep them at work. Being surrounded by the ocean, and all other 
lands so distant, the hope of escape is precluded to the greatest degree. 
This renders the wicked very wretched, particularly men of bad 
conduct sentenced for life. Those of l'cformed character might be 
moderately comfortable if it were not for the society of the de
praved. 

31st 3rd mo. We visited some of the gongs working in the " Bush,'' 
who assembled together after dinner to afford us a religious inter
view with them. I recognized my native dialect in the speech of 
one of the pri■oners; and Oil enquiry, found him the son of a near 
neighbour, in the days of my childhood, but passing under a feigned 
name. I could not but feel much, on finding here a man whose 
connections I bad known in three generations, and waa glad to 
learn that he did not rank among the worst characters here, 

1st 4th mo. At noon we had an interview with a considerable 
number of prisoners in the court-house. After reading a _portion 
of Scripture, and imparting some other Christian instruction, I ad
dressed them on the propriety and advantage 0£ endeavouring to 
cultivate such a spirit of cheerfulness at their labour, as should en
able them to get properly forward with their work, and to give 
satisfaction to their overseers, &c. This is much wanted. 

5th 4th mo. (First-day.) We visited the congregation of free 
and military Protestant.&, to which the commandant's clerk read the 
prayers and sermon, and also that of prisoner Protestants. The 
sermon in the morning was a very pointed one, on 2 Peter, iii. S. 
At the conclusion, my dear companion and myself again availed 
ourselves of the opportunity afforded us to bear a plain teatimony to 
the necessity of becoming the servants of Christ, in order to obtain 
salvation, and to the impossibility of being saved whilst remaining 
servants of "the devil through sin. We also directed the attention 
of the audience to the convictions of the Spirit of Truth, making 
sin manifest in the conscience. as the drawing of the Father leading 
to the Son, in order that mankind may obtain repentance and re
mission of :sin■ through Him, and J5.,tl9~y llP (i!y wrought in 
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tbe111 through Him, to wiU and to do the good pleuare or God. 1 
had awe service among the prisoners. 

7th ~ mo. At one o'clock we met a number of prisoners in 
the eourt-houae, and bed I religious interview with them. A sense 
of the Divine presence often in an especial degree pervades our 
mioda, when labouring among these outcast. of human society, that 
ioapires the hope that some of them may come under the power of 
the gospel; and though abundance of the worst crimes are to be 
found among the pri1oner1 on Norfolk Island, there is even among 
them a very small number who are not inaensible to the operations 
of grace, 

8th 4th mo. In company with Major Anderson and the military 
surgeon, Robert Ellson, we ascended Mount Pitt, the highe~t portion 
of Norfolk Island, by estimation 1200 feet above the level of the sea. 
The vegetAtion i1 much of the same character with that of the rest 
of the island, and there are lemon-trees at the very top. On the 
aacent from the oorth side we meaaured a pine twenty-nine and a half 
feet in circumference at four feet up, and a Norfolk Island bread
fruit tree two feet nine inche■, This arborescent plant sometimes 
exl'eeds twenty feet in height : its berries afford sustenance to birds. 
We joined a dinner-party on the grass, at. three o'clock, at Orange 
Vale, and much enjoyed our day's ramble, &c. From the top of 
Mount Pitt, by ascending a tree, we could see the whole circuit of 
the island; the form of which approaches to triangular, and the face 
of which is rendered very beautiful by the variety of hill and. dale. 
wood and open land. It is about five miles across in the longest di
rection. 

18th 4th mo. We attended the petty sessions, which is held 
1wice a week. It is awful to see the unmoved hardness with which 
prisoners make oath, most solemnly, to the truth of what they state
on both sides, when it is obvious that on one side there must be per
jury. Major Anderson takes care that the oaths are solemnly ad
ministered; but in many instances they are nevertheless taken 
falsely, with unmoved hardihood : truly they are insufficient to secure 
correct testimony, where the moral standard of truth is low; and 
where it is gone they only add to crime more easily; and where 
this standard is properly maintained they are useless, yea being yea, 
and nay, nay. 

14th 4th mo. I took a walk wi1h the military surgeon, Robert 
Ellson, who is a man of an enquiring mind, both in things natural 
and spirilual. When Norfolk Island WRS first discovered, whitc
Guinea-fowL'I were numerous ; they are now quite extinct : and when 
it was re-occupied for a penal ,ettlement, pigs, .e;oats, barn-door fowls, 
common pigeons, common cats, rats, aq,4,~~QJ~

8 
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Percival, who was sent to this settlement soon after it was established 
for its present purpose, tells us that the pigs and goats were chiefly 
destroyed in the two first years, in which time, from the irregular supply 
of provisi0ns from Sydney, they were sometimes dependent upon 
these animals for food, and had to catch them in a morning, before 
they could get anything to eat. Pigs and goats, therefore, in a wild 
state, soon became extinct on Norfolk Island; but they are said still 
to be numerous on Philip Island, distant about seven miles. Barn
door fowls are also now extinct, or nearly so, in a wild state. Pigeons 
ere very abundant, breeding in inaccessible places among the cliff's; 
where wild cats resort in summer, and in winter make incursions on 
the poultry-yard, and also feed on birds, ratll, and mice, which latter 
two are very numerous at certain seasons of the year. There are no 
snakes or lizards on Norfolk Island ; though lizards are said to be 
found on a small rocky detached portion of Philip Island. 

15th 4th mo. We met a number of the prisoners in the court
house, or chapel, and after reading a chapter in the Bible to them, 
were again strengthened to urge upon them the importance of atten
tion to the teaching of the Lord's Spirit, without which no profession 
of religion can avail anything, for all the members of the true church 
are taught of the Lord, and great is their peace, and in righteousness 
they are established, whatsoever be their name among men; or bow 
much soever the influence of education may have led them to esteem 
as important, things that are unimportant, or even encumbering, 
Without this teaching none come to repentance toward God, or to 
faith in Christ, or persevere in perfecting holiness in the fear of the 
Lord, even though they may not clearly apprehend the nature of this 
teaching, so as to acknowledge it. 

19th 4th mo. Being First-day we visited the Roman Catholic 
free congregation in the morning, and that of the Protestant prison
ers in the afternoon. On both occasions we extended some further 
religious counsel, after their devotions were gone through, which ap
peared to be well taken. It being likely that the time of our depar
ture is drawing so near, as not to allow us again to visit this congre
gation of Roman Catholics, we rook leave of them under this impres
sion. 

21st 4th mo. We went about two miles into the Bush, to visit 
some working gangs with whom we had a religious interview, seated 
as usual on such occasions on logs of wood, and others on the ground, 
in a sheltered place, our~elves being kindly provided with the side of 
a wheelbarrow leaned against a tree, and covered with a saclc aa a 
seat. We generally read a chapter from the Holy Scriptures, and 
then make a pause, and subsequently give expression to such impres
sions as are made upon our minds, either in testimony or prayer. 
The Protestnnr chaplain to the prisoru;;lileJl~ll'} i' d us as guide. 
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\\-'e rrossed a long ridgl.', and had an interview of a similar kind in the 
evening, with about two hundred men, employed in agriculture. 
Two men, professing to be under religious convictions, spoke to Geo. 
W. W a Iker, and he encouraged them to keep under these impressions 
till it should please the Lord to give them a sem1e of pardon. 

Being out after dark, we were much interested by seeing numbers 
of a small sptties of agaric, or mushroom, so luminous as to reflect a 
~hadow on substances near them. When held near a watch the hour 
may be distinctly seen, or on being put near the face the features 
may be discovered. This remarkable fungus has obtained the name 
of blue-light, though its radiance is rather green than blue: it gro"·s 
from detayini;r sticks or straw~. and is very abundant amongst sugar
canes, as well as in the Bush. Its cap is rather convex, co,ered 
with mucilaginous matter, and is under an inch across ; the stalk is 
slender, two or three often grow together, and the whole plant is very 
watery. The brilliancy i, greatest in the cap; but it shines most on 
the wider side. • 

23rd 4th mo. At an early hour the government schooner, 
Isabella, was descried ; but as the wind was agninst her, she did 
not get ne.r enough to land her dispatches. I took a long walk to 
a wood-ruuing gang, to collect some transverse sections of the 
wood of the island, for Alexander M'Leay. A prisoner WRS my 
guide: he gave me many particulars of hia life. He was carefully 
brought up by his mother, who made him attend " church," 
and repeat the text; and sent him to a school, where he often gut 
passages of Scripture off by heart. He wu afterwards errand-boy 
ID a common-councilman of London, for whose convenience he 
waited at a neighbouring public-house, to be ready to run errands. 
This public-house was the resort of thieves, and women of looge 
character, with whom he became entangled, and at length joined in 
robbing his master's premises. By the vigilani:e of a watchman the 
party wu detected, and he was tried and transported to Bermuda. 
Charged with mutiny there along with many others, he was sent 
beck to England, and from thence to New South Wales, where he 
wu assigned to a master who pinched him (as he then thought) in 
his rations, and from whom he consequently pilfered. He was after
wards removed into the public works, and through bribing an under
oveneer, earned money by working for a settler occasionally. He 
afterwards resolved to leave off all his di11honest tricks, calling to mind 
how much he used to hate the character of a thief, when a child. 
But being 11ent into Sydney one day, while he yet had money in his 
pocket, he fell in with an old acquaintance, who was pennyless, and 
took him to a public-house to refresh him. Here he took a glass of 
spirits with the man, out of the idea of good-fellowship, which ex
cited' an old appetite for strong drink, and they concluded to have a 
aecond glass. This destroyed their resolution to keep sober, and 
they continued drinking until the whole of his one w1as gone, mid 
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with it his resolution to keep from thieving. On reflecting upon 
this he marvelled how soon strong drink destroyed strong resolution 
to keep from sin ! 

He fell completely back into his old habits again, was appre
hended, and transported to a penal settlement for life, a"nd 1ent 
to Norfolk Island. He had cherished a strong desire to see his 
parents again ; but now had no hope of ever effecting this, unless 
he could escape from the settlement: he therefore joined some others 
in taking off a boat. They were pursued, one of the party shot dead, 
and another dangerously wounded, and the whole recaptured. 
He had indulged in infidel principles; but. the sight of the 
dead man had a powerful effect upon him, and he could not help 
looking upon him as lost for ever. He was committed to jail in 
irons, with the rest of his fellows, and they were put upon the chain 
(i. e.) had a chain passed over their irons, and filled outside of their 
prison to render them more secure. Here he felt keenly his situ
ation: passages of Scripture were brought to l1is recollection, and he 
obtained the use of a Bible, which he diligently read, determining, if 
through the mercy of God, he should get over this offence, so as to 
be liberated from the jail again, he would lead a different life. He 
also began to pray to God for help. The party were tried for at• 
tempting to take away ,the boat, and found guilty, and received sen
tence of death; but as they had used no personal violence, they 
were ultimately reprieved, and after lying long in prison, were re
turned to their work but a short time before the mutiny of 1834, in 
which, having a bad name, he was charged as being a party; but 
was afterwards dismissed. 

While in prison, oo this occasion, he became privy to a plot 
for rescuing some men sentenced to death, which he was not 
(!Qmfortable till he had disclosed. His comrades suspected he 
had communicated their plans, and marked also his altered coo
duct, for he could no longer join in many evil practices they in
dulged in, and be became, in their estimation and language, "A bad 
fellow." Before, when he ran with them into the depths ofiniquity, 
he passed as a "good fellow" among them; for thus, among this de• 
praved portion of our race, is, too generally, good called eYil, and 
evil good! and a man, who in any measure becomes reformed, is 
liable to much persecution. This man, and others of reflection, say, 
such is the wickedness of this place, that they often marvel that God, 
in wrath, does not cause it to be swallowed up; or destroy it, as be 
did Sodom of old; for some of the sins of that ancient city are aw• 
fully prevalent here. "And the time was," says the prisoner, " when 
there was not half a dozen righteous persons to be found on the island, 
though there is reason to believe the number is now increased." 

26th 4th mo. (First day.) Jn the morning we visit.ed the co~gre· 
gation of free Protestants; and their service being short, enabled us, 
after again testifying our Christian rnnrer for t cir present aod 
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eternal welfare, and taking leave of them, to go to the prisoner Pro
testants in time to take leave of them also : and in the afternoon we 
visited and took leave of the prisoner Roman Catholics. On all 
these occasions we were enahled to bear an uncompromising testimony 
against 'lrin ; and to bold up the necessity of repentance toward God, 
ao<l faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ, for obtaining the pardon of 
past ain, and of a humble watchful walking in the Spirit, in order to 
being preserved from fulfilling the lusts of the flesh. 

I spent the evening with Robert and Hannah Elbon, whose fre
q11ent visitors we have been, in company with the Major and Mary 
Anderson, &c. with whom they often interchange visits. Robert 
Ellson is seeking to add to his faith virtue, and to virtue, know
ledge, &c. so that we have had much comfort in his company. His 
wife is a young, cheerful, open-hearted Irishwoman; and our so
journ under the roof of Major Anderson has confirmed us in the 
belief that he is a devout man, fearing God: and his wife, according 
10 the measure of her experience, endeavours to promote the fear of 
the Lord, and also to walk in it. 

29th 4th mo. A number of prisoners having expressed a wish to 
aee us again before we left the island, we met them at the Court
house, at their dinner-hour. They were about forty in number, 
and desired us to consider them as the representatives of a much 
larger number, who being out at work on the farm, and in the gangs, 
co11ld not then be present. They presented us with the following 
address, which one of them first read. 

"GENTLEMEN, "Norfolk Island, 29th April, 1835. 
'' We, the prisoners of the crown, embracing the tenets of 

the Protestant faith, cannot, from pure motives of unfeigned grati
tude, allow you to quit this island, without thus publicly expressing 
our sentiments for your unwearied zeal and attention to our best in
terest,, 1ince you came amongst us, viz. the salvation of our immor
tal souls. 

" Permit us to implore that you would convey to Major Ander
aon, our commandant, the deep sense we entertain of his great 
anxiety, since he assumed the command, for our well-being here and 
hereafter. 

" That a kind Providence may conduct you both in safety through 
the trackless deep, to the haven where you would wish to be, is, 

Gentlemen, 
The ardent wish of 

THIS CONGREGATION," 
" Measrs. Backhouse and Walker, 

Members of the Society of Friends." 

We acknowledged the kind intention of the prisoners-imparted 
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to them a few more words ol Christian coun&cl----4!ommended t.bmi 
again to God, and to the word of his grace, and aaeribing all glory unto 
Him, took a final leue of them. An early dinner was provided for 
us, and after it Major Anderson and his wife, and Robert and Han
nah Ellson, and S. Campbell accompanied us to the landing-place, 
where we took leave of them and most of the other officers, and went 
on board a whale-boat, along with Ensign Wyatt, who returns to 
New South Wales with u1, A boat coming from the Isabella a short 
time before, had been overtaken by a heavy 11nrf, and driven upon 
the rocks, to the imminent peril or all on board; but go, off again 
with a little damage and the loss of a firelock, and the drenching of 
the parties on board, and their luggage. A man n11med Price, a 
police-runner on this island, (formerly a notorious bw.h-ranger in 
New South Wales,) was 11ent out upon the point of the reef, it being 
low tide, to give notice to us of approaching surbres, and through 
this precaution we were favoured to escape some such as might haYe 
destroyed the boat, by keeping under the shelter of the point of 
rocks till they had passed. Our intrepid hoal's-crew then pulled 
briskly out, und we passed the broken water safely, though not 
without meeting some heavy surf.~, that wet us a little, and within a 
few minutes we passed some high swells, that would break with aw• 
ful force in the passage we had left. Thus being again favoured to 
escape the dangers or this shore, we soon reached the lsabella, which 
had remained fastened to the buoy laid down for the purpose, in 
eight fathoms water, and to which vessels are made fast in fine wea
ther, such as it has been since the 24th, when Story was delivered 
from his uncomfortable berth on Philip Island, where he was left on 
the 20th. lfit comes on to blow, vessels are obliged to stand on and 
off till it be fine again, and in such cases communication with the 
shore is sometimes cut off for many days. We loosed from the buoy 
about four o'clock in the evening. 

6th 5th mo. The wind became strong and ad,·erse in the night. 
While meditating and praying in the storm, and also gh·ing thanks, 
my mind was kept in peaceful calmness and comfort, under a 
strongly-perceptible sense of the Divine presence, which was in some 
measure withdrawn as the storm abated. Thus, as in days of old, and 
as on many former occftsions in my own experience, the Lord pro,ed 
himself to be "a very present help in time of trouhle. Therefore 
will we not fCtlr, though the w11ters roar and· be troubled, though 
the mountains shake with the swelling thereof; for the Lord of hosts 
is with us, the God of Jncob is our refuge, and blessed be his holy 
name for ever." 

10th 5th mo. (First-day.) We were off Lord's Howe's Island. 
There was so much fog in the horizon that the island was obscured 
most of the day. Ball's Pyramid was seen at sun-rise, and a high 
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bluff of Lord Howe'• bland towards sUD1et: the distance about thirty 
awes. In the forenooa the whole of the ship'• company, iucluding 
prilouers, were auembled on deck, and we had a aatiafac:tory relifpoua 
interview with them. George W. Walker read a portion of Scrip
ture; alicr which we both addressed them on the danger of deceiv
ing themselves, and imagining themselves the servants of God, while 
worshipping the devil by habitual and careless sin. The practice of 
cursing BIid swearing, so awfully prevalent, was pointed out as one 
of these habitual sias ; others were also denounced : and the test 
pointed out by the Saviour of men,-" By their fruits ye shall know 
them," -appealed to ; the doctrines and invitations, as well as the 
denunciations of the gospel were set forth, the Lord helping us ; 
and the folly of neglecting the guidance of the Holy Spirit was 
illustrated, by the folly which it would be accounted in a mariner 
to neglect the compass in steering a vessel, and the almost certain 
wreck that such neglect must lead to. The mercy that had pre
served us in the late gales, and spared us till the present hour, was 
magnified ; and all were exhorted to flee from the wrath to come, 
and to seek, in repentance, to be reconciled to God, through the 
death of his Son, and to be enabled by his grace to serve Him in 
holiness. The people conducted themselves n1uch more properly 
afterwards, and spent much of the day in reading tracts with which 
we supplied them. 

17th 5th mo. (First-day.) The wind is still so adverse that, 
by repeated tacking, we ·made but little way. The early part of 
the day being showery, we assembled with the soldiers, prisoners, 
and a few of the seamen in the jail of the vessel, and had a religious 
opportunity with them. The sense of Divine overshadowing cheer
ed us; and after reading the second and third chapters of Matthew, 
strenitthened us to extend further religious counsel and warning, and 
10 olfer up prayer. Since this day-week there has been a consider
able diminution of cursing and swearing on board. 

19th 5th mo. Off the Heads of Port Jackson : the wind still 
against us. We remember that t.his is the time of the yearly meet
ing in London, where many of those who bear the Cllrt: and burden 
of the church will be assembled, and will feel the loss of those who 
have been removed from the church militant to the church tri
umphant. May the Lord support the burden-bearers and strengthen 
their hands, add to their numbers, give them sound judgment and 
clear discernment, and clothe them with the love of Christ. And 
may the Lord yet cause his truth 10 be exalted among the nations, 
Lo the praise of his own everlastingly great and glorious 11ame. 

20th 5th mo. A gentle breeze sprang up about midnight, and at 
hll'ak of day we were favoured again to enter the He:i<ls of Port 
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Jackson in safety. A calm soon ensued, but the tide and a light air 
that arose about noon, brought us into Sydney Cove. George W. 
Walker and myself went on shore by a boat from the government 
dock-yard. 

END OF PART II. 

Jo•eph Rickerby l'rinter, Sherboum Lone. 
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EXTRACTS, &c. 

Further account of the religious labours of J .A.MES BJ.cKaou11:, 
contained in extracts from his Journal. 

Return from Norfolk I,land to S!ldney, Ne"' &,uh Wale,. 

22nd 5th mo. 1835. HA VINO received a message from the Colonial 
Secretary, informing us that the Governor wished to see us, and that 
himself would accomp~ny us, we called at his ?ffice, and were po
li!ely introduced by him. The Governor received us with great 
kmdness, and ma,le a number of enquiries respecting the state ot 
Norfolk Island. He seemed much gratified to hear that we thought 
the penal settlement there under good management, and wa., de
sirous 10 receive suggestions for its further improvement. We pro
mised to furnish him with some written hints upon this subject. 

24th 5th mo. (First-day.) The meetings which are still held at 
John Tawell's were owned of the Good Shepherd by a measure of 
heavenly solemnity. They were held in silence, ~xcept that George 
W. Walker expressed a few sentences near the dose of that in the 
afternoon. 

6th 6th mo. We walked to George Allen's to tea, and there met our 
old and valued acquaintance, John Leach, who has again been brought 
to the brink of the grave by pulmonary disease, and has again revived 
a little. He has been obliged, on account of the state of his health, to 
resign his situation as Catechist to Nottman's Road-party, and to 
lea,e Van Dieman's Land. He is expecting his wife to join him 
shortly, and trusting that, if he recover, way will be made for him in 
some other direction in which he may be useful in the hand of hia 
divine Master. 

7th 6th mo. (First-day.) The meetings were solemn seasons; 
that in the morning was attended by eight persons, and was silent; 
that in the evening was also a time in which the minds of those pre
aent being generally open to be taught of the Lord, the overshadow
ing of his power was felt drawing them near unto himself, without 
the intervention of instrumental labour; but some other persons 
coming in, this precious feeling was interrupted, and, in prncess of 
time, I believed it my place to point out the impossibility of people 
being true worshippers of Go~, unl~s they were _in t~e practice of 
bringing their deeds to the hght,. m order that 1t might be m~de 
manifest that they were wrought m God. Toward the conclu11on 
the Lord's presence again overshadowed us to our comfort. 
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12th 6th mo. Was chiefly occupied in making a selection of 
books and tracts for the use of the prisoners on Norfolk bland. 
Nothing is allowed to be sent to that penal settlement without a 
permit from the Colonial Secretary ; and all things landed there are 
examined before delivery. These are excellent regulations; but 
they are sometimes evaded, notwithstanding all the care that ia 
used. We took tea with Joseph Orton, the superintendent of the 
circuit of the Wesleyan church. He seems to be a valuable, de
voted man. His time is much occupied with the correspondence 
and accounts of the Wesleyan missions in this l'ftrt of the world. 

ilet 6th mo, (First-day.) The forenoon meeting was held at 
ten o'clock, to allow us time to attend another meeting, appointed 
to be held on the premises of Cornelius Prout, at Cook's River, at 
three o'clock, the distance from Sydney to this place being seven 
miles. By the zeal of George Allen, a solicitor, of the Wesleyan 
cl1urch, a small congregation has been collected here, which astiem
bles on First-day mornings, and is addressed by G. Allen, or some 
other person in the regular appointment of the \\7 esleyans, either 
from among their local or other preachers. Our kind friend, J. 
T. conveyed us to the place in a glass-coach, (a few vehicles of 
which kind are kept in Sydney, to let out for hire; but there is no 
regular system of posting yet established in any part of New South 
Wales, though coaches run daily to Parramatta, Liverpool, &c.) 
The congregation consisted of about twenty persons, with whom we 
had a satisfactory meeting. They assembled in a small hut of 
split timber, placed perpendicularly into the ground, and roofed, 
having interstices between the timbers so open as to admit more 
cold air than was comfortable at this season of the year. The pulpit 
and seats were all very rustic ; yet the appropriation of such a 
place to the purpose of divine worship in this neighbourhood, is a 
token for good not to be despised. 

We reached Sydney again at six o•clock, and were at the meeting 
at J. T.'s, where rather a larger number of persons were present 
than usual ; to whom, after meeting, tl1e extracts from Daniel 
Wheeler's Journal were read, to the comfort and instruction of the 
company. In all the meetings of to-day I have had something to 
communicate in the line of the ministry, and in the first and second 
was also engaged in vocal prayer: in all of them we were favoured 
with some sense of the overshadowing of our Heavenly Father's 
love to our refreshment. 

24-th 6th mo. We took tea with W. P. Crook and family, 
formerly of the Tahitian mission, and read to them tl1e extracts 
from D. Wheeler's Journal, in which they take a lively interest. 
W. P. Crook also read ua some extracts from letters of some of the 
mi11ionaries, in which the arrival of D. and C. Wheeler, and their 
presence at the annual missionary meeting, were agreeably noticed. 
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W. P. Crook and his family keep a school &:,r girla, and have 1everal 
boarders. We remained with them during their evewng reading of 
the Scriptures, and gave expression to counsel and encouragement, 
under the feeling of the love and mercy of our Heavenly Father, to 
whom prayer was also adilressed on their behalf, and on behalf of 
those engaged in gospel labour among the isles of the sea, &c. under 
a more than common feeling of near access to the throne of grace. 

26th 6th mo. We crossed the ferry to the north shore of Port 
Jackson, to in•ite the settlers of that district to a meeting for public 
worship, to be held next First-day, at the house of John Parker, a 
gardener from Norfolk, who emigrated to the Cape of Good Hope 
in 1819, and subsequently to this colony. 

28th 6th mo. (First-day.) The meeting at J oho Parker's this morn
ing was satisfactory. The Divine Presence was sensibly felt, and 
ability afforded to direct the congregation, consisting of about fifty 
persons, to the teaching of the Lord, by his Spirit manifested to the 
attentive mind, as a witness against sin, and as a guide, counsellor, 
and comforter. The nature of true worship, and the benefit of 
waiting upon the Lord in silence, to receive a knowledge of our 
states, and thus become prepared to pray in spirit for the supply of 
our wants, and to give thanks in the name of Jesus, for the merciea 
received, were set forth; and the example ofour holy Redeemer was 
held up to view, in rejecting the temptation of Satan, to worship him 
for the purpose of obtaining the glories of the world. The contr11riety 
to this example was pointed out, in those who, for the sake of a 
share of these glories, sacrifice truth, honesty, and justice, or im
merse themselves in the love of the world. These, and all othen 
who live in transgression against God, and in the gratification of 
their own corrupt propensities, were shown to be, through these 
things, falling down to Satan in spirit, and worshipping him. From 
the feeling that prevailed, I have no doubt but the Holy Spirit was 
felt to bear witness to the same truths in the minds of the congre
gation. George W. Walker had a large part in the vocal labour of 
this meeting, much to my comfort. The place was so crowded, 
that on giving utterance to prayer, I found it best to stand instead of 
to kneel; my companion stood by me, but most of the persons pre-
1ent kept their seats; which was an advantage, as many of the seats 
were of temporary construction, and would have been in danger of 
being upset, had the congregation adopted the practice common 
with those of kneeling. William and Thomas Parker attended the 
meeting in Sydney in the evening, which was also a time of favour 
from on high. 

4th 7th mo. We walked to James Christie Phelps's, on the shore 
of Botany Bay; (the distance from Sydney about seven miles;) and 
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from thence to Simeon Lord's, where it hnd been arranged that we 
should have a meeting to-morrow forenoon. 

5th of7tb mo. (First-day.) We dined with S. Lord and his 
wife, and two of their sons, several of their grand-children, and their 
governess, and returned to J. C. Phelps's to tea, and in the evening 
assembled his family and servants, and had a satisfactory religi
ous interview with them. He has to leave his house early, and 
to ride to town in time for business; but he keeps up the good 
practice of reading in the Scriptures daily, which he finds most con
venient before breakfast, though to many, after breakfast is the more 
suitable time. 

8th 7th mo. I was this day forty-one years or age. The past 
year of my life has been marked by a great variety of incidents. 
My prayer is, that in the year now commenced, I may, through 
the help that is freely offered, through the mediation of a compas
sionate Redeemer, maintain much more steadfastly a humble re
liance .upon the Lord, and an upright walk before Him, and that 
He may dispose of me according to the counsel of his own holy 
will. The future is much hidden from me; but Ue whose I am, and 
whom I desire to serve, knoweth the end from the beginning, and 
st this time I am enabled to cast all my care upon Him. 

We committed a report of our visit to Norfolk Island to the 
Colonial Secretary, to present to the Governor. 

The Neva, with female prisoners and emigrants from Ireland to 
this colony, was Jost about the beginning of last month, on a reef 
off King's Island; nearly the whole of the persons on board pe
rished. This is the third priaon-ship lost within a short time, and 
in all of them the destruction of life has been very great. 

9th 7th mo. Six persons, including George W. Walker and 
myself, were present at the week-day meeting. It was a season 
of exercise, in which ability was granted to point out the necessity 
of being willing to have "judgment laid to the line, and righteous
ness to the plummet," in order that, not only the pardon of past 
sin may be sought, through faith in the sacrifice of Christ, but 
ability to do the will of God, by the help of the Spirit, which is 
freely offered us, ifwe do but ask it, and without which performance 
or the will of God we can have no well-founded hope of eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. We cannot ask this help acceptably 
unless we keep so under the operation of the Holy Spirit as to be pre
served sensible of our need of it; and without this continued help, 
the creature is sure to go astray, in one way or other, and to try 
to reconcile itself to an imperfect sinful state. Part of the day wu 
spent in searching out two young men who have been brought into 
a forlorn situation, by rejecting the government of Christ, and serv-
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ing Sataa through sia, but who, in the day of their calamity, have 
applied to us for counsel and help. We dined and spent the even
ing with J. and M. T. and were refreshed by again reading the 
extracts from tbe journal of J. and M. Yeardley. The state of so
ciety seems to be very different in the thickly-peopled parts of 
Europe to what it ia in the thinly-inhabited regions of Australia. 
In the latter, few persons are found willing to devote their time 
and energies to endea,ouring to raise the moral and religious part 
of the world. Most of those who rank above the lowest clasa 
hHe come hither to try to better their fortunes, and this object they 
seem chiefly to pursue; and where they are successful, pleasure 
and a measure of display in the worlil are the chief additional ob
jects combined with the original pursuit. 

10th 7th mo. We saw the Suppkment to the Sydney Herald 
of the 6th inst., containing an article copied from the Cornwall 
Chronicle, Van Dieman'a Land, headed the "Tasmanian Penn," 
announcing the return of John Batman from the vicinity of Port 
Philip, after having, on behalf of the Van Dieman'a Land govern
ment, effected the purcbaae of 500,000 acres of land from the 
native blacks on that part of the coast of New Holland. The 
account states, that almost immediately after landing, J. B. fell 
in with a tribe of forty, who at first evinced a disposition to op
pose him; but after a short parley, the natives (of New South 
Wales) whom be had with him effected an understanding, and he 
was received by them with open arms and every manifestation of 
good feeling. The peaceable disposition shown on the part of the 
holders of the new country, enabled him to execute the object 
of his visit effectually and speedily. A fine athletic fellow, the 
chief of the tribe, after being made acquainted with bis wish to 
purchase land, and his means to pay for it, proceeded with him 
and his party, accompanied by his tribe, to measure it off. At 
each corner boundary the chief marked a tree and tatooed it, and 
at the same time explained to his tribe the nature of his treaty and 
the positi•e necessity, on their part, to observe it inviolable. He 
was provided with deeds in triplicate, the nature of which he explained 
to the chief, aa the fashion upon such occasions in white-man's coun
try, who readily signed them, and received one to preserve. The 
payment for the land, in part, consisted of one hundred blankets, 
tomahawks, knives, flour, &c. ; and it was mutually agreed, that a 
certain quantity of food, clothing, and arms [query tomahawks and 
fowling-pieces] were to be paid each year. The amount of them 
about £too. sterling. 

26th 7th roo. (First-day.) The meetings were seasons of much 
conRict to my mind, under the feeling of the power of temptation, 
(perhaps in sympathy with others under that power,) but I was mer
cifully enabled to trust in the Loni, and if not to stay my mind 

Digitized by Google 



8 

upon my God, yet to kef'p Him in remembrance, in the aenae that 
help \Ya& in Him alone; and seeking this help, through faith in our 
blessed Mediator, I found it my place, out of my own weakness, to 
call others to the Source of strength, and to testify to the stability 
of that foundation laid in Zion, which they who build upon shall 
not be confounded. At the evening reading I bowed the knee in 
thanksgiving to the Lord for all his mercies, and in supplication for 
the continued or renewed influence and guidance of the Holy Spirit 
to lead us into all truth, and 10 confirm us in the way of righteous
ness, and for the pardon of our past offences, for Jesus's sake. 

28th 7th mo. I took some steps with regard to a lecture on 
temperance, and, accor<ling to a previous promise, left with W. B. UJ. 
lathorne the following tracts:-" Oaths and their moral Influence," 
(Dymond.J "The Christian Testimony against all Swearing," &c. 
(Howgill) "The Question, Are Judicial Oaths lawful, answered," 
(J.B.) In the evening we attended the committees of the Bible 
Society and Religious Tract Society, which were interesting. It is 
tnily comforting to find a number of persona in this colony labour
ing, according to their various measures of spiritual light, to pro
mote the spreading of the gospel. 

5th !Ith mo. We crossed to the north shore of Port Jackson, and 
invited the inhabitants to a meeting for public worship, to be held 
next First-day, in a room which has been kindly offered for our uae. 

6th 8th mo. The week-day meeting was larger than usual, 
eight persons being present. h was a season of some comfort. 

7th 8th mo. In the evening I gave a lecture on the influence of 
ardent spirits upon the human frame. The attendance wu nume
rous. I was enabled to bring many facts before my auditors. 
proving the influence of ardent spirits, in their separate form, to be 
universally injurious, and that wine and malt liquors required to be 
used with great care; aud that water is much to be preferrfti u 
beverage, by persona in health. Some publicans made so mueh 
noise about the door of the court-house as to prevent the reponer 
of the Colonist proceeding with his memorandums. The enemy of 
sobriety seems a little disturbed in his camp, and evidently percein• 
that the delusions he has practised upon mankind are becoming 
manifest; he therefore provokes his emissaries to make a little di.
turbanre, but they are too sensible of the growing odium attached 
to spirit-drinking to come forward and openly attempt to defend the 
practice. 

9th 8th mo. (Fint-day.) We cro1Sed Port Jackson in a boat, 
kindly sent over for 111, and at hia house found several young men 
uaembled. At eleven o'clock the congregation began more generally 
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to pitier logetber, and at length amounted to fifty-four per■ohs. I 
wu enabled to extend the invitations of the gospel, and to show. 
from many passages of Scripture, the necessity of being led by the 
Spirit of God, if we become the children of God; and that, without 
this Spirit, we have neither inclination nor ability to take one step 
in the way of holiness, while, by the assistance of this Spirit, which 
ia freely oifered to all, and works in all who do not resist the will of 
God, we are enabled to perform his holy will i for it works re
pentance, faith in Christ, and obedience to his words, leading those 
into all truth who yield themselves freely to its blessed dominion. 
We returned to Sydney to dine at J. Tawell's. The meeting in the 
evening was small and silent. J. D. and I. Tawell were present at 
the family-reading; after which G. W. Walker was engaged in 
testimony and myselC in supplication. 

18th 8th mo. The week-day meeting was a low season. Near 
the conclusion of it I had to encourage those who felt themselves 
in any degree in bondage to sin, to commit themselves in prayer to 
the Most High, begging, in the name of Jesus, under the sense of 
their own unworthiness, that God would take unto himself his own 
great power, and reign in them; and that he would render every
tliing contrary to bis will so burdensome to them, that they should 
not be able to bear it, without putting the evil away; and that thus 
be wo11ld wean them from the things that keep the soul in bondage, 
and from which none can deliver themselves by their own power. 
The happy results of such exercise of mind before the Lord I could 
testify to, from my own experience, when out of the depths of 
humiliation I had cried unto the .Most High, and waited upon him 
from day to day, for an answer to my often-repeated petitions-re
peated under the fresh feeling of the state of necessity to which my 
soul waa made alive by the in-shining of the light of Christ-the 
manifestation of the Holy Spirit,-and therefore not vain repetiiions; 
bot in accordance with the instruction, that men ought always to 
pray and not to faint. 

Hth 8th mo. I gave in the evening a lecture on the social and 
political influence of intemperance. I was enabled to get through 
it with a moderate degree of comfort. The audience was nume
l'OIII and attentive. The colonial secretary and his family attended 
this as well as the former ones, and their attendance bas a favourable 
influence on these as well as various other assemblies for the pro
motion oC the public welfare. I feel thankful in having been en
abled to accomplish what, for the present, may be my duty, with re
gard to the promotion of temperance in this place, where iniquity has 
flowed u a torrent, through the medium of strong drink, which is still 
the most formidable barrier to moral and religious improvement. 

23rd 8th mo. (First-day.) Sixteen persons were present at the 
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forenoon meeting, and twelve at that in the evening. Both wtt~ 
seasons in which, to the waiting soul, divine consolation■ were ex
tended, though the early part of the evening meeting we■ to myself 
a season of great emptiness. In both meeting■ I was engaged in 
testimony, and in the latter in vocal prayer. 

25th 8th mo. In the evening were at the anniversary meeting 
of the New South Wales Auxiliary Bible Society, held in a large 
room at the Pulteney Hotel, granted gratuitously by the landlord, 
who is a Jew I The colonial secretary was in the chair. 

1st 9th mo. We received a document, signed by the colonial 
secretary, by order of the Governor, granting us permission to visit 
the prisoners in the jails, penitentiaries, ironed-gangs, &c. in the 
colony. We addressed a letter to Richard Hill, colonial chaplain 
and secretary• to the committee of the Church Missionary Society, 
applying for an introduction to the missionaries at Wellington Val
ley. Much of the day was occupied in making arrangements con .. 
nected with our projected visit into the interior. 

2nd 9th mo. We embarked on board the steam-packet for Parra-
rnatta, at four o'clock in the afternoon, and reached our plare of 
destination, against wind and tide, about seven. 

3rd 9th mo. At an early hour Samuel Marsden called and in
vited us to breakfast. We joined him and two of his daughters, ac 
the parsonage, about eight o'clock. After breakfast Samuel Mars
den drove us to the Female Factory and the Female Orphan School. 
The former is a large stone building, enclosed within a stone wall, 
sixteen feet high. The building is divided into a number of wards; 
and there are distinct yards for assignable prisoners and for those 
under sentence for punishment. There are siitteen solitary celll!, in 
all of which prisoners were suffering punishment, chiefty for dmRlc
enness and insolence. The number of females sentenced to~ 
lincmC'nt in the factory, exclusive of those assignable, is about two 
hundred and fifty, who, it is to be regretted, are nearly destitute o( 
employment. Formerly \'l'omen of this character were employed in 
spinning and weaving coarse woollen cloth; but this occupation has 
been abandoned, I do not know for what cause, and the rooms 
where it was carried on are empty, and, like those of other parts of 
the building, have the glass of the windows much broken. This is 
sai<l to have been done by some of the women in unruly fits, which 
they occasionally take, one exciting another; and which is not to be 
wondered at, among so large a mm1ber of the worst portion of th• 
females of Great Britain and Ireland, confined but unemployed. 
The assignable women were employed in needlework, and the place 
w:is clean. The l<'emale Orphan School is a good brick building, 
wndergoing some repairs. It is kept neat and clean.- TIie ch~dren 
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are ~neraUy healthy, and much like others of the same age. There 
are one hundred and fifty in number. 

On returning from the Orphan School we called upon the Go
ftmor, who wished us to accompany him to inspect the site of a 
projected Lunatic Asylum at Tarbarn Creek, We proceeded to the 
place in his pmeton, himself and Captain Westmacott being on 
horseback. The situation is a little elevated on the north shore of 
Port Jackson, (called, in this part of the estuary, the Parramatta 
River,) which at this point spreads so as to have the appearance of a 
fine lake. The view is delightful, extending beyond Sydney, which is 
seven miles distant; and taking in Parramatta, distant ten miles, is 
bounded in that direction by the Blue Mountains, to the foot of 
which is about thirty miles. There is good fresh water upon the 
apot, which at present is occupied by gum-trees and scrub. It is 
elose to a ferry called Bedlam Point. Betwixt this place and Par
ramatta is a little settlement, where there is a neat Ep1scopal chapel, 
(:ailed ~sing Point. Not far from it a fire of the bush had ex
tended to a wooden bridge, and burnt it down. The hollow over 
which it was erected was difficult to cross, though now without 
water. In several places along the road fires had not only con
trumed the thickets of the forest, and despoiled the trees, but had 
burnt considerable lengths of post-and-rail fencing. From some 
parts of the road, tracts of clear ground were visible, bounded and 
interspersed with wood, g.iving the country the appearance of a 
large park; but every thing on the surface of the ground looks 
brown and withering from the drought, which has now continued 
about nine months, the rains that hav.e reached Sydney not having 
extended many miles from the coast. In some places the orange
trees are losing their leaves for want of moisture. There ore some 
small orange-grounds about Kissing Point, and many of the settlers' 
gardens are furnished with them. • 

4th 9th mo. We gave notice of two public meetings for worship, 
to be held at Parramatta next First-day, which we apprehended it 
right for us to appoint, in a commodious, long room, on detl!.Ched 
premises, at the inn. The Episcopal congregation is attended by 
from five to six hundred persons on a First-day morning, inclusive of 
military and prisoner11, who, being Protestants, have no choice. 
The Wesleyan congregation, on :First-day evenings, amounts to 
about one hundred and fifty persons ; and there is a small Presby. 
terian congregation. There are two schools, to each of which the 
goYernment contributes £100 per annum, and the school-houses. 
There is also an infant achool similarly supported, the parents of the 
diildren contributing by payments for the pupils. In addition to 
these, there are also some private schools. We called upon a 
thoughtful family of the name of Oakes, and upon another of the 
name of Byrne; and then went to the Female Factory, where we 
~ inte"iews, first, with the third class p, :i,soners, and next with 
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the first and second classes jointly. We had mucl1 Christian coim- ,., 
sel to impart, and were engaged in supplication on their behalf, te 
Him who regards with compassion these poor outcasts of our race, 
and who enabled us to point out the blessed effect■ of attention to th~ 
teaching of his good Spirit, leading to repentance, faith in Christ, 
and holy self-denying life, and who gave u• some sense of bis goed 
presence in this engagenwnt. 

5th 9th mo. Having arranged to meet an ironed-gang of from 
two to three hundred prisoners, we arose early, and went to their bar
racks at six o'clock, and had an interview with them in one of their 
barrack-room,. They were very quiet and attentive while we were 
speaking to them, and also while silence prevailed; itnd there was a 
measure of that solemn feeling over us, which fa to us .an evidence of 
the Divine presence, and a proof of the continued extension of the 
mercy of our Heavenly Father, to those who have gone far astray 
from the paths of righteousness. 

6th 9th mo. (First-day.) The first Friends' meeting held in 
Parrnmatta was this morning, at eleven o'clock. It waa small and not 
a time of much abounding. But little was expressed; that little 
was, however, illustrative of the nature of true worship, and access 
was granted to the throne of Grace in prayer, near the conclusion. 
The meeting held at six in the evening was larger; perhaps one 
hundred and fifty persons : the overshadowing of the Divine pre
sence was more perceptibly felt, and the doctrines of the Gospel 
were more largely preached. After the state of the country, from 
drought, had been noticed, and the passage, " He turneth a fruitful 
land into barrenness, for the \Yickedness of them that dwell therein," 
and some others, relating to such dispensations of the Almighty, had 
been commented upon, the benefits of inward silence of soul before 
the Lord were also spoken of, and prayer vocally offered; after 
which a solemn pause ecincluded the meeting. 

7th 9th mo. On calling at Samuel Marsden'a, he informed 111 
that he had provided us a guide to his son's, sixteen miles distant. 
This proved to be a South Creek Black, named Johnny; an intelligent 
man, speaking English very fairly, and wearing a hat,jacket, trowacrs, 
and shoes. He carried our bundles, and was very atwntive, l\nd by 
no means meriting the character given to us this morning of their race, 
that nothing could be given to these fellows that they valued a &tr.\"· 
I could not think the person who made the remark had attained to 
much knowledge of human nature. It is quite true that the blacks 
have not learned to place the same value upon many things that the 
whites place upon them; and it is amusing to see the disappoint
ment of many of the whites, at the proofs they meet with of this 
fact, especially when they think to hold out temptations to the 
blacks to work for less ~han their labour is worth. Few white ~9-:-
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pie 1eem tYer to ha,e reflected upon the '4ct, tlJat our ideas of the 
value of things depend upon our habits, and a,e in many inst11,nces 
merely ideal, It is, however, to be regretted, when ~nevolent men 
adopt the notion, that the blacks not eatimating things by the sam~ 
standard u the whites, is owing to some invincible peculiarity in them, 
because such an opinion paralyzes their efforts for the civilization of 
this unt11tored race. We were kindly received by Charles Marsden 
and family at the South Creek, and in the evening had a satisfactory 
religious interview with them and their servanlS. Before dark we 
walked to the side of the Creek, to see the black natives who resort 
thither, and often assist in the agricultural operations. In compa
rison with some other tribes, the South Creek natives may be cou
aidered half-domesticated. The wife of Johnny, our guide, is It 
half-caste, who was educated at a school formerly kept at Parra
matta, and can read. It is to be regretted that the school was 
abandoned; for though many who were educated in i~ returned intQ 
the woods, yet an impression was made upon them favourable to 
further progress in civilization, A few were also located upon a 
piece of the worst land in thi>J part of the country, at a pi.ace called 
Black Town, where some of them raised grain, in spite of the 
~erility of the soil, at a time when they were unable to dispose of 
it; and, to add to their discouragement at this juncture, the qiis~ 
aionary who wu among them was sent to New Zealand; yet the 
want of success in this experiment is brought forward as a proof 
that nothing can be done for these injured and neglected people. 
On the way from Parramatta we stepped into several cottages, con
yersed with the inhabitllnta, and gave them tracts, We had alsQ 
many converaatiom with persona travelling on the road on foot, iq 
carta, &c. 

8th 9th mo. Wesetoutatanearlybour,returnedto SouthCreek,and 
proceeded to the ai.tion of the stockade ironed-gang~ No. li on E!°u 
Plaine. The huts are but temporary structures, ~nd the gang, wh1c4 
was large, red11re.4 to ~venty, occupy them but partially: they 
form three aides of an area, the fourth aide of which is closed by a 
high st0:_e~e : they were clean, and appea~d to be under good 
regulations. The prisoners sleep on aheelS of bar~ on large pla~
fonna. The Superintendent is a young man from Inverness-shire : 
be seems to have an ear open to religious topics : he accompanied us 
to the gang, with whom we had a religious interview. They hav(I 
been employed in cutting a new road up Lapstone Hill, the ascent 
of the Blue Mountll\1111, and ~e now fomii~eting it with a bridge 
acrou a deep gully, . • 

9th 9th mo. About five mil" from our lodging place~ we visited 
an ironed-gang, and three miles further along the road a second, an4 
bad religious interviews with the men. There are about sixty me~ 
~ each : bot.b are under tbe charge of Lieutenant Campbell. The;x 
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are lodged in huts upon large open areas by the road-side, without 
any stockade. When not at work, they are kept on the spot by a 
military guard, who are ordered to fire upon any who may at
tempt to escape, and not stop when called to. We were informed 
that they had no Bibles nor other books, and that their only religious 
instruction consisted in prayers read by the officer or serjeant in 
charge on First-days. A few of the prisoners lodge in moveable 
caravans on block wheels, which when stationary are banked up wilh 
earth. These have doors, and iron-barred windows on one side: 
four or five men sleep in each end of them on the floor, and as many 
more on platforms. They are not less crowded than the huts, and 
are unwholesome dormitories : many of the men sleeping in them 
become affected with scurvy. • 

10th 9th mo, The night was very cold, rendering the good fires, 
and good clean beds, and excelJent provision of this homely-looking 
inn very acceptable: the ice was as thick as a half-crown in the 
morning. In this cold region there is a low species of eucalyptus, 
that I have not before seen, and some other remarkable shrubs. 
Our road continued to wind over the sand-stone mountains to 
Mount Victoria, on the descent of which I noticed granite: the 
pass is carried, in two places, on causeways of mason-work, as wide 
as bridges, raised on narrow saddles, uniting the hills ; in other 
places it is cut through the rock. This great work has been effected 
by the labour of prisoners, a smalJ party of whom are stilJ at work. 
We had an interview with them at their huts, at the foot of the 
mountain; they were twenty-eight in number, many of them of 
desperate appearance. They are under the charge of an overseer, 
have no Bibles, and no religious instruction. 

11 th 9th mo. We were accllmmodated in homely style, but the 
best that our hosts could provide in the rough manner in which they 
11re living, being young settlers, and far from a place where the 
i:ommonest necessaries are to be purchased. Last evening we had 
a religious interview with the family, and a few other persons, who 
had called to beg a night's lodging. This morning J. A. Betls ac
companied us over some of the grassy forest hills to the road lead
ing to the Junction Stockade, where an ironed-gang of upwards of 
one hundred and fifty prisoners is employed, under the charge of 
Captain Fawnes, of the fourth regiment. These men were at work, 
~utting a road about three miles from the barracks, under a guard 
of soldiers, (some of whom returned from similar duty on Norfolk 
Jsland, in the lsnbelJa, at the ,ame time with ourselves). We assem. 
bled the men by the road-aicle, 11,nq extended some religious counsel 
to them ; the guard standing, as they generaJly do on such occasions, 
in a position to prevent any of the prisoners running away. The 
soldiers often use irritating language, mixed with curses, in speaking 
to the prisoners; which is ofµad influence in r4eni g them, when 
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they greatly need to be nndered more aueceptible of gooil. While 
in the act of auembliug, one man picked another', pocket of a 
tobacco-box : he wu seen, and knocked down by one of the guard, 
near where I was standing : but this circumstance occasioned no 
perceptible disturbance among • the others ; and I trust there were 
aome present who, at least for the time, were brought to tbiok on 
eternal things. 

12th 9th mo. We bad a more quiet night's repose than we had 
fentured to hope for. We visited a small road-party, near the foot 
of the Stony Ridge, and another betwixt that place and Bathurst, 
It was put their work-boura on seventh-day afternoon before we 
reached the last party, and several of them pleaded that they were 
Roman Catholics, and did not wish to come "to prayers," as they 
style all kinda of religious interview,. With some difficulty we got 
them to understand our object, and most of them assembled in a 
rude blacksmith's shop, for we were glad to be in a sheltered place 
on account of the cold. Before we left them, the message of love 
and mercy had made a softening impression upon them, and we 
parted under different feelings on their part to those with which they 
met us. This we find generally the case ; the baptizing power of 
the Holy Spirit is felt, and their attention turned to their own con
victions of sin, as the work of this blessed Spirit, and tbe message of 
the mercy of their Heavenly Father, seeking to lead them to repent• 
ance, in order that they may obtain salvation through his beloved 
Son. When we atop them during their work-hours, which we have 
liberty from the Governor to do, few plead excuses ; and as we do 
not enjoin any forms of worship, but simply, after a pause, say what 
is upon our minds, or pray for them, none seem to take it amiss ; 
and if it can be done, we always desire them to sit down, in order 
that they may rest at the same time ; and if exposed to the sun, we 
request them to keep on their hats or caps ; and I think these little 
considerations for their personal comfort, often prepare the way for 
the reception of our counsel. As we descended the hills, Bathurat 
Plains opened to our view, relieving the eye after a long incarceration 
in thick or open forest, by a fine open undulating expanse, fifteen 
miles in length, and ten in breadth, watered by the Macquarie, formed 
here by the junction of the Campbell and Fish Rivers, all running 
•mward, and margined by a line of river-oaks, which are almosa 
the only trees upon the plain. Toward the western side of this 
open country, the rising town of Bathurst is situated, and settlers' 
houaa of respectable figure are scattered here and there on all sides ~ 
much of t.be land is enclosed with post-and-rail fences; but at 
present it ia one unvaried surface of brown, dried, short grass. W « 
took up our quarters at Dillon's inn, notwithstanding the conte~ 
tiooa of some drunken people at the door, and the appearance of 
some disorder in the house : we were shown into some quiet, well~ 
Atted-op rooms, in a square area at the back, where we foaad f!OCXl 
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accommod~tion. Bathunt conai■tl of a· number or inni and cci(
tages 11a1ttered along the sides of a projected street for more than i. 
mile, a brick church on a hill near the pRl'IIOnage, and some acai;. 
tered huta on one side of the river: on the other side, situated more 
closely one to another, is a brick Scotch church, and several inn, 
and other houaes, a jail, military barrack, hoapital, factory for femaJe 
prisoners, police-office, bank, &c. 

13th 9lh mo. The night was very frosty. Bathurst is said to 
be two thousand feet above the level of the 11ea, which accounts fdr 
the coolness of its climate. We breakfasted at the pa1110nage, and 
consented to become the guests of J. E. and M. Keane on our return 
from Wellington Valley. It being First-day, and wishing to have a 
meeting with the inhabitants this evening, we spent the forenoon in 
inviting them to assemble with 111 in the school-room, which J. E. 
K. kindly granted us the u1e of. It was pleasant to see in the 
forenoon, at the hour of public worship, a number of the catnap 
of settlers driving in, many of them coming from a distance 
of several miles. His piety and diligence has been greatly blessed, 
in drawing the attention of people of this class to the obli
gations of religion, at least, as regards the outward acknowledgment 
of them, and there are a few who are considered spiritually-minded. 
Bathurst is noted for drunkenness among the lower class of its 
inhabitants ; but in going round we saw lesa of this than w:e ex
pected, yet in 10me of the public-houses there were persons drinking, 
who appeared to be prisoners or servants. Our meeting was not 
large, but it was owned by a measure of Divine power, both in time 
of silence, and in preaching and prayer. 

15th 9th mo. While at Bathurst I saw much of the drunkenness 
that prevails in remote situations in these colonies. Many men, 
who appeared to be servants of settlers, were drinking at public
houaes, and some women. 

16th 9th mo. We set forward for Wellington Valley. At a 
short distance from Bathurst, a man was feeding a bullock by the 
road-side, which had fallen from exhaustion. The continued 
drought has made " the famine wax sore" to these useful animals; 
and should there be no rain for a few weeks longer, it will he keenly 
felt both by man and beast. Dead bullocks are numerous by the 
sides of the roads. In many places the ewes are so weak as to be 
unable to rear their larpbs; and to the southward a destructive dis
ease is prevailing among the sheep, We travelled about twenty
four miles along a well-tracked road, through open forest. We 
stopped about noon by the aide of a pool, at a place called The Rocks, 
on account of the large masses of granite that project above the surface. 
Here we kindled a fire, and made ourselves some tea, with which. 
addeil to soRle biscuit, and some beef kindly sup.plied y our friend■ 
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at Bathurst, we refreshed ourselves. We pnssed two or three rude 
huts. About sun-set we reached a hut, called Kyongs, of lnte kept 
as a public-house, by "Charly Booth," who has been deprived of 
his license, and has retired into " the Bush." It is now oc
cupied as a stock-station, by the overseer and assigned servants of 
a surveyor of the name of Nicholson. He made us some tea with 
that welcome which is generally met with in such places. After we 
ha<l given them some tracts and religious counsel, one of the men 
conducted us down the side of a creek, called Lewis's Ponds, oozing 
from among some low, basaltic rocks, and opening into pools, 
and put us into the way to Newton. \Ve received a he.1rty welcome 
from George Hawke, who is a W csleyan, in whom is the savour of 
life. His partner, J. Glasson, was gone to Bathurst; but his wife, 
Ann Glasson, did her best to accommodate us comfortably in their 
humble cot. After tea, their household, with part of that of Wil
liam Tom, who is also a Cornish Wesleyan, assembled; and we 
read the twelfth chapter of .Matthew, which made way for much 
religious communication. In this neighbourhood acacia dealbata is 
richly in blossom; and a melanoxylon is a frequent tree by brook
siues. 

17th 9th mo. We tra l'elled nearly forty miles, chiefly over low 
hills covered with scattered gum-trees. Till to-day we have seen 
few birds except eagles, attracted by dead bullocks, and a few par
rots, and white cockatoos. We had some soup at Bathurst, made from 
the latter bird, which was pretty good. A banclicoot is the only wild 
beast we have seen since leaving Sydney. Wild dogs are said to be 
numerous, and destructive among the sheep; but they Jo not attack 
men, and they hide themselves in the day-time. Sheep are folded 
in this colony at night, to preserve them from the wild dogs. 
There were also in the " Bush" a few parrots and smaller birds, 
At Broken-shaft Creek we passed the cottage of a blacksmith, 
and a few sheep-stations, and met some shepherds driving their 
flocks towards Bathurst, against the shearing time. To most 
of these we gave some tracts. One of them told us that he had 
been present when we had a meeting at the house of a settler, 
on our way thither. We stopped at a place where there was wa
ter, about noon; and near sun-set, nt the side of the Molong, 
which at this season is a small stream, widening here and there into 
pools. .My companion was so much exhausted by thirst, that he 
laid helpless upon the ground, till I got tea prepared, which re
vived him ; so that we prorcedcd at a pretty good pace to the stock
station of the Marsden family, further down the .Molong, to 
which, in the dark, we found our way with some difficulty. G. W, 
Walker was the bearer of a letter from England, for one of the 
prisoner-servants, given him by Samuel Marsden. The ovcr
srer was from home, but the men were very attentive; and after we 
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had made a hearty meal, we extended some religious counsel to 
them, but there did not seem the same degree of openness among 
them that we often meet with among men ofthis class. 

18th 9th mo. Our road continued to be distinctly tracked in 
most places, though in some a little obscure. In the forenoon we 
rested on a log, and conversed with a shepherd, who was sitting, 
watching his flock, on the way of holiness, and work of redemption 
through faith in the grace of God, that brings salvation; leading to 
Christ as our atonement and intercessor with the Father, and 
strengthening those who yield to its precious influence, to perfect 
holiness in the fear of the Lord. The young man's heart seemed 
to be opened to unJerstand the things that were spoken, which he 
frankly acknowledged had not had sufficient pince in his thoughts. 
Being much fatigued with our walk of thirty-two miles, we had con
cluded to make a fire, nnd sleep in the "Bush," when it began to 
rain, lighten, and thunder; we therefore made our way, which was 
now become difficult to find in the dark, to a mean, dirty hut, be
longing to Jnmes Smith, and occupied by a ticket-of-leave stock
keeper, known by the name of Newry Tom, and an assigned pri
soner-servant. These men entertained us very hospitably with 
milk and clamper, fare such 11s was presented, or offered to us at 
every station at which we called on our way, with sometimes the 
addition of tea and meat. There were two black youths residing in 
the hut with the stock-men, who we were informed made themselves 
very useful in minding the sheep, milking the cows, &c. The man 
ohscrvccl that these blaeks stopped with them better than their 
countrymen do with white people generally, because he treated 
them more like companions, and gn\'e them a part of such pro
visions as he himself eat, instead of throwing them scraps like as 
to clogs. 

l~th 9th mo. Our accommodation last night, though the best 
the place afforded, was such as we but seldom have to put up with. 
Our bed was more sombre thnn would be found in the meanest 
mendicant lodf!ing-house in England, and was only outdone by a 
blanket generally used by one of the aborigines, which was folded 
to add to the width of the bed. Another such bed, spread on the 
uneven cln.lJ floor, served our hosts; and the two blacks coiled 
themselves up on some sheep-skins near the fire, pulling a blanket .. 
over them. i\I y companion was driven from his resting-place by 
hugs; (for my own part, I had determined to !.,rave out their attacks;) 
and after sitting some time on an unea~y, narrow stool, which could not 
find a place where it could stand level, he was ohligcd to return to 
heel, by coldness and faintness, which overcame nil obstacles, and he 
foll asleep. These stations, as they are rnlled, usually belong to 
opulent settlers, living in town, or near, who derive a great part of 
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their wealth from their l•ge flocks of sheep and herds of cattle, 
which their servanu; (many of whom are prisoners) tend, on their 
extensi\·e locations in the interior of the colony, and on unoccupied, 
contiguous lands. Many of them also send their flocks beyond the 
boundaries of the colony, the country in many directions being, for 
a great distance, low, open forest, grassy hills, with here and there 
clear fiats, or plains; and in such situations some of the less wealthy 
aettlers feed their own flocks, foregoing for a few years most of the 
comforts of life. Three men called at the hut where we lodged, 
this morning, and after breakfast we read a Psalm, and gaYe ex
pression to the exercise of our minds on their account; pointi11g out 
the terrihle consequences of remaining in sin, and directing them to 
the grace of God which bringe1h salvation. 

20th 9th mo. (First-day.) At eleven o'clock there was a public 
congregation. Some of the nrighbouring settlers, and the few sol
diers stationed here, us a gu;ird against bush-rangers, &c. were 
present, in addition to the persons belonging to the missionary esta
blishment. I remained as a devout spectator, while J. C. S. Handt 
read the prayers of the Episcopal Church, and two hymns were 
sung. The minister then addressed the congregation, saying that, 
u I was present, he designed to forego preaching; and then turn
ing to me, he said, if I had anything lo say to them in love, they 
should be glad to hear me. My mind had been under much exer
cise, and after a short pause, I stood up, and gave utterance to what 
was before me; alluding to the words of the apostle Paul, when he 
preached to the Athenians, and showing that the superstitions of 
the present day do not consist in wor~hipping idols of wood and 
stone, graven by man's device, but in imagining that we are doing 
God service, by going through certain forms and rituals devised by 
man, in imitation of the expressions of spiritual devotion. These 
things I had to contrast with that worship which is in spirit and 
in truth; showing their inferiority, and that the Lord, to many who 
nsed them, is an unknown God. In commenting on the words, 
" whom ye ignorantly worship, Him declare I unto you," &c. I had 
to direct them to the working of the Holy Spirit, known by all men 
u a witness in themselves against sin, and to declare that this is the 
drawing of the Father, whose goodness seeks to lead us to re
pentance, in order to bring us unto the Son, that we may find life 
in Him, and through Him, and for his sake receive the remission of 
sina that are past, and be enabled to perfect holiness in the fear of 
the Lord; that thus we may come to the knowleclge of God, who 
made heaven and earth, and all things that are therein, who is not 
worshipped by men's hands, neither dwclleth in temples made with 
hands; for in Him we live, and move, and have our being; but 
who is worshipped in spirit and in truth, by those whose hearts arc 
turned unto Him who are led by his Spirit, and who, walking in 

Digitized by Google 



20 

his feAr, do nll tl1ings to his glory; for regarding his law in all 
things, both as it is recorded in the holy Scriptures, nnd pnt into 
their inward parts, and written in their hearts, their whole li\·cs are 
an act of worship, both when assembled especially for the purpose of 
public worship, and when engaged in their daily avocations, and the 
Lord truly is their God, and they arc his people. I also gave ut
terance to prayer, and was similarly exercised in the evening, the 
Divine blessing still resting with us. To God alone be all the 
glory. 

Wellington Valky, New South Wales, 21st 9th mo. In the after
noon I walked with J. C. S. Handt to sec the sheep belonging to the 
mission, and to a small flock belonging to William Watson: they 
are fohled at night about two miles from the mission, and are said 
to be in the best state of any sheep in this part of the country. 
Those belonging to the establishment with their increase arc about 
fh•e hundred in number; the herd of cattle about one hundred; and 
they have nlso a few pigs and horses. The surplus wheat of last 
year is sufficient for the supply of the present; which is a great bless
ing, as the drought hns put by the rnising of an aucquate crop for 
the present year in a climate so warm in summer as that of W clling
ton ; and the supply of food is a principal attraction to draw the 
blacks to the place. These proplc are not numerous here; a hun
dred is the greatest number that has been seen at the station at any 
one time since its establishment, and several of these were from a 
distance. About thirty is the usual number resorting hither. They 
are said to be very cnpricious, and by no means desirous to learn, 
further than they are tempted to application by a supply of food. 
This is what may reasonably be expected from a people who are not 
yet aware what they are to gain by learning to read. They are con
tented with food of the plainest kind; and, like other races of men, 
are not disposed to work, beyond what they find necessary for the 
supply of food thc-y require: they often prefer eating boiled wheat to 
being at the trouble of grinding their corn in hand-mills, and making 
bread. The moral state of this degraded people is represented 
as of the lowest grade: immoralities of the grossest kinds are re
ported to be practised amongst them. The blacks of New South 
Wales are a decreasing race: they do not, however, appear to 
be inferior in intellect to oth~r nations; but man, when from under the 
influence of the restraints of religion and of civil institutions, seems 
to be the same degraded being, all the world over; and in New Sonth 
Wales is far indeed removed from the dreams of natural innocence, 
of those who do not sec the effects of the foll in themselves, or be
lieve these effects to exist in others. 

The New South Wales aborigines do not openly make feasts 
upon human subjects, like the New Zealanders and the nntivcs of 
some other islands of the Pacific, bnt there are pretty well authcn-
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tirated instances of cannibalism among them. The m1ss1onaries at 
Wellington have acquired a tolerably competent knowledge of the 
language spoken among the natives of this part of New South Wales, 
which differs considerably from that of the eastern coast, and they 
are teaching two half-domesticated girls and three boys to read, both 
in their own language and in English. In the evening, all the boys 
left the establishment, one of them being offended at being refused a 
new pipe, as he had had one within a few days. The oldest of the 
boys may be about sixteen, the youngest about twelve; the intermedi
ate one is about fourteen. From his quickness he has acquired the name 
of Buonaparte, and after the custom of many others of his race, wears 
a reed, about four inches long, through the cartilage of his nose, 
a.s an ornament. 

22nd 9th mo. Accompanied by J.C. S. Handt and one of the 
black youths, who with a man and a woman returned to the settle
ment this morning, we walked to Myami, two miles distant, on the 
banks of the Macquarie River. This river is now reduced to an in
considerable stream, with intervening large pools: the rocks, where 
we cro!lsed it, are basaltic. At Mynmi, Jacob Barrow Montifiere, a 
respectable Hebrew merchant in Sydney, has erected some good 
wooden lmildings, consisting of a dwelling-house, prisoners' huts, a 
large wood shed, &c., most of them are weatherboard of the pine of 
this neighbourhood, which is a species of callitris : the wood is fra
grant, but liable to split: the prisoners' huts are of logs of gum-tree: 
the shingles with which the whole are covered, instead of slatrs,are of 
a species of cassuarina, called here forest-oak. The noble tree of 
the same genus, called river-oak, grows here to a large size, and 
margins the rivers just within their banks, greatly ornamenting the 
country. J. B. Montifiere has a large location here of roughish, 
open forest, basaltic, grassy sheep-hills, with the advantage of an ex
tensive back-run beyond the boundaries of the colony. Our black 
companion was clad in a blanket, fastened round his shoulders, under 
which he had a bag suspended, in which he kept two pence, which 
he several times showed me, with a pleased countenance though he did 
not seem to understand their value, except as pretty things to look 
at. He amused himself as he went along by throwing the flat, 
crooked wooden weapon called by the whites broomring, but by the 
blacks of this part barra~n, at anything that took his fancy, not un
frequently missing the object. He informed us that there was plenty 
of honey in the neighbourhood: it is the produce of a small stingless 
bee, that inhabits hollow limbs of trees: these the blacks cut down 
with small tomahawks, obtained from the white people, and thus 
possess themselves of the honey, which they mix with water and 
drink. The blacks here climb the trees by cutting little notches in 
them, in which they fix their hand.s or feet as occasion requires. In 
the afternoon I walked n considerable distance along the course of 
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the Bell River, which was still dry in some places, and running in 
others. In the pools there were large flocks of wild ducks of two 
sorts, and a few of the two species of the shag or diver, common in 
these colonies. The platypus, or water-mole, and a small kind of 
tortoise are frequent in these rivers. The black youth, before 
alluded to, assured me that the platypus brings forth its young 
alive, se\·eral at a time, in holes, in the banks of the river: he also 
informed me that the tortoise came to warm himself in the sun, on 
logs thut laid in the water, and that "black fellows catch him by the 
leg, and eat him." The blacks eat almost all kin<ls of living crea
tures that they can catch, including the platypus, river-muscle (a 
species of unio,) grubs, moths, ants' eggs, snakes (provi<led they 
have not bitten themselves in the agonies of death,) the larger liz
an.ls, &e., these they roast lightly. One of them informed me, that 
the ants' eggs tasted like fowls' eggs ; and I have been told that the 
large moths roasted are not unlike new brea<l. On enquiring of one 
of the boys, how he had taken a white cockatoo he was eating, he 
said, he buried himself under the straw, near the corn-stacks, nn<l 
when the bircJs came he caught one by the leg. Scarcity of food, 
from the long <lrought,causcs them to come in large flocks, with crows 
and parrots, into the stock-yards. !\lost of the evening was spent 
in reading. At the mominJ devotions I was engaged in vocal 
prayer: in the evening both G. W. Walker and mysdf were engaged 
in testimony, but no vocal petitions were put up. I witnessed a 
comforting sense of the Divine presence, but there was a clear re
straint upon my mind from such exerci8e 011 my part. 

~4th 9th mo. Accompanied by J. C. S. Handt and the black 
youth before rnentione<l, whose English name is Paddy, we visited 
the large cavern in the limestone, about three miles eastward of the 
settlement. The entrance is contracte<l and steep, opening among 
numerous small rocky projections: within there arc a number of ir
regular chambers, some of which are very large. The sides and roof 
are formed of irregular, sub-hemispherical cavities, the surfaces of 
which, as well as the floor of the cave, arc covered with dust, formed 
by the decomposing stone. In a few places there are sparry pro
jections from the sides: stalactites, resembling icicles, depend from 
the roof in several parts. In some places the stalactites from the top 
have joined the stalagmites on the floor, and in one place the mass 
has become stupendous, and remarkably beautiful. The base is an 
ascent of irregular undulating narrow ledges, forming a series of per
pendicular hollows, rising gradually for six or eight feet: the mass 
of stalactites is from fifteen to twenty feet high, of slender columns, 
laterally united into a mass of irregular outline, which may be forty 
feet in circumference. Bnt these dimensions not being from measure
ment, nor from memorandums made at the time, may be far from 
correct: they will, however, give a faint idea of this remarkable 

Digitized by Google 



petrifaction, which by some has been compareJ to a great organ, to 
which it has a faint resemblance. The furthest extremity of the cne 
may be a hundred yards from the entrance: it is terminated by a 
,~dden and almMt perpendicular descent to water; which may 
be perceived by throwing a stone down the opening. The top of 
one of the smaller chambers in the side, was dripping, and covered 
with short stalactites; another was dry, and inhabited by small bats 
that were greatly disturbed by our flambeaux. Some bones are said 
to have been found in this cave, but I saw none, neither did I per
ceive any traces of fossil remains in the limestone, which is of a dove
colour, intersected with white veins, and of compact texture : possi
bly it may be transition limestone: it is contiguous to basalt, and to 
hills of very hard, compact, reddish stone, traversed by white veins, 
possibly silicious, but not much unlike the compact felspar of the 
Pentland-hills, near Edinburgh. In the neighbourhood there are 
several smaller cavities; but I could not learn that they had been 
explored. Our black companion !leemed a little fearful of entering 
the cavern, bot he was pleased with exploring it. He enquired, as 
we returned toward daylight, who made it ; and on being told God, 
who made heaven, and earth, and all things, a momentary awe 
seemed to occupy his mind, as he repeated the answer. On the way 
to the cave we saw a native black man, quite naked, (according to the 
common custom of these people,) walking with his blanket folded up 
in his hand. He stopped and commenced cutting away the decayed 
bark of a tree with his tomahawk, to get out grubs. When the 
aperture is cleared, the blacks introduce a long reed, terminated by 
a hook of hard wood, pointed at the bend: this they force into the 
grub, nnd by this means draw it out of its hiding-place. On re
turning we fell in with another, who had his head hound round with 
a fillet of netting made of the bark of the currijong, or karrajong of 
this neighbourhood, (stcrculia heterophylla,) and a strip of kangaroo 
skin about his loins: he had in his hand one of the hooks described, 
also a wooden paddle for diga;ing up grubs anti root~, a small club, 
and two opossums. These animals he had taken out of the hollow 
limb of a tree: they form a chief part of the subsistence of the na
tive blacks. At a short distance was his son, ( one of the youths who 
left the settlement a few days ago,) who joined us. The man had 
curly hair: some of the blacks hPre have strnight hair: they rub them
selves with grease, reel ochre, yellow ochre, pipe-clay, &c., hut I have 
not seen them with their hair matted with ochre and grease, like the 
Tasmanian blacks. The rain of ycsterclay lias grcntly refreshed 
the country: already the grass is beginning to put forth green
ness. 

27th 9th mo. (First-day.) The public wor5hip this morning 
was attended by some of the settlers, from beyond the boundary. 
One of them, named Tallmarsh, informed us, that he was nt a meet-

Digitized by Google 



'24 

ing we had on the north shore of Port Jackson, a few weeks ago. He 
expressed in very decided terms his preference of the simple pro
ceedings of Friends in regard to worship, over those of other com
munities of Christians. We find many prepared to sec thus far the 
beautiful simplicity of the Truth ; but, alas! how few arc willing to 
take up the cross, and to put it into practice ! There were also pre
sent this morning of the blacks an aged man and three women, at
tired in clean blankets, the two girls, and six or eight boys, some of 
whom reside with neighbouring settlers, and make themselves use
ful. After the episcopal prayers had been read, we had an opportu
nity of communil'ating what was on our minds, which we availed 
ourselves of, and I was also engaged in vocal supplication. At the 
morning and evening devotions, we were also similarly exercised. 
On a fow occasions, when assembled with the persons of the mission 
establishment, we have not found it our place to say anything after 
simply reading a chapter in the Dible. 

28th 9th mo. The forenoon was showery, but we took a walk to 
the sheep-station with the missionaries, to both of whom we indivi
<lually extcn<led a little counsd. I never was more fully convinced of 
the importance of attending to divine qualification and direction in 
such conccrn3 than since we came hither; and though I heartily desire 
and earnestly hope good may result from the mission, and I consider 
the example of such men and women as a barrier against the over
whelming evil influence of a large proportion of the white population 
of the neighbourhood, and a strength to those who desire to W!ilk 
uprightly ; yet should this mission not succeed, as regards any per
ceptible fruits among the blacks, it will not be to my mind any proof 
that they are not within the influence of the beneficial effects of 
rightly directed religious labours. The missionaries do not think 
that they have yet effected anything in the way of the introduction 
of religious prinl'iplc into the minds of the olijects of their labour. 
Two half-civilized men, named Frederick and Jemmy, returned with 
\V. Watson, whom they had accompanied on his expedition: they, 
as well as the three boys and two girls, are learning to read: they 
make themselves useful in the agricultural and other occupations of 
the establishment. The missionaries ha\'e attempted preal'hing to the 
blacks in their own tongue, and they occasionally read them portions 
of Scripture, rendered into this dialect of Australia. There may be 
some ground to apprehend that the blacks of W cllington may have 
been rendered more vicious than some of the other tribes, by the 
Europeans sent here when W cllington was a pcPal settlement; but 
this is only my own conjecture: other tribes are said to be more nu
merous fifty miles northward and southward. Frederick went lately 
to Liverpool, 11nd he says, before he went, the stock-keepers said what 
the missionaries were trying to teal'h them was all "gammon," (that 
is deceit,) but now he knows better. These people seldom go far 
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from their own district, being more afraid of other tril>es of their 
own countrymen, than of white people. 

29th 9th mo. After an early breakfast with the two mission fami
lies, (who have generally taken their meals together, during our vi
ait to them,) we set out to return to Bathurst. J. C. S. Handt ac
companied us to Newry. On the way we had much conversation 
with him, respecting t.he discoaragements attendant upon their en
gagements 88 missionaries, and gave him much counsel, feeling 
greatly for him under his exercises of mind, and parted from him 
under s more than common degree of interest in his welfare. 

At Newry there were four black men at J. Smith's hut. The 
hut-keeper expressed great regret that one of their kings had come 
to take away the two youths, who had become useful, to make them 
young men ; that is, to initiate them 88 young men in the tribe to 
which they belong, by knocking out a front tooth, and putting them 
under certain restrictions as to diet and conduct. We also called at 
a station without the boundaries, occupied by a person named Gordon, 
where now, as well as on our way to Wellington, we were hospitably 
entertained with beef, damper, and tea. There were four black women 
and a little boy sitting before the fire, in a state of complete nudity, 
except a skin garment thrown over their backs, at which they also 
carry skin bags with the fur outside, containing a few wooden imple
ments for digging roots, and taking_ grubs, and vessels for water, 
made of the large tubercular excrescencrs of the gum-tree hollowed 
oot, which are here called calabashes. The use of the skin rugs they 
carry on their backs is chiefly to draw over them at night, when 
they sleep on the ground by their little fires. The dews of New South 
Wales are often very heavy, and the nights chilly, rendering this 
kind of protection desirable. The flesh-side of the rug is turned 
outward, and is ornamented by a number of lines, forming oblong 
compartme~ts and undulations, cut into the skin, and marked with 
some red pigment. These women said the men they belonged to 
were gone up the creek: they were smoking and drinking tea. We 
could not but pity the hut-keeper, who was exposed to such com
pany, knowing how lightly chastity is held by many of the native 
tribes. It would be unreasonable to expect that young men gen
erally, it is to be feared, without religious principles, placed as 
assigned prisoners' servants, and under the feeling of their own de
gradation, in situations like these, where in point of cleanliness and 
manners of living they are but a few degrees above the aborigines, 
should not. under such circumstances, fall into temptation. We gave 
the young man some counsel, and proceeded on our way, tracing some 
natives' foot-marks as far as the three rivers, where we again halted, 
made a fire, prepared tea, and cooked some mushrooms, which are 
springing up abundantly since the rains. The day was showery, but 
fine for walking; but. the ground being soft toward the conclusion 
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or our day's journey, made it very fatiguing, and a slight error in 
our road lengthened thirty-eight miles to Molong to forty. We got 
in about half-past eight o'clock, and my companion was so much af
fected by wet, cold, and fatigue, that he was seized with cramp in his 
legs, and was obliged to go to bed, where rest and warmth restored 
him. Two young men, on their way from Wellington, reached this 
station before us on horseback: their names, William Raymond and 
David Perrier: 1hey were kindly attentive in assisting to nurse G. 
W. Walker. The overseer of the station was from home, and the 
men had got some spirits from a dray that had stopped here for the 
night, and were in a state of excitement and disorder. One man, 
however, was prompt in furnishing us with such things as we needed; 
and we were thankful to have reached a place of shelter before the 
rain set in, though it was one without glass in the windows, which were 
closed with shutters, and where the plaster had fallen from bPtween 
the logs, till a hand might be put through in many places. Nearly two 
miles from Molong we passed two drays, encamped by a large fire 
for the night : they were conveying stores from Sydney to a settler 
further in the interior. The poor draymen often spend very un• 
comfortable nights on these weary journeys, that take them many 
weeks, and in a morning they have often to wander far after their 
bullocks, which stray in search of pasturage. 

80th of 9th mo. The night was very wet. Towards noon the 
rain ceased, and W.R. and D. P. commenced their journey, kindly 
offering to mark the road for us to Kangaroo Bay. We soon fol
lowed them, and found they bad done this effectually, by detaching 
bark from a tree, at the place of turning off, and scattering branches 
of a species of accacia with striking flowers u they went along. 
We received a hearty welcome from his overseer and his wife, 
Henry and Ann Carr, who were warm-hearted Irish, with one 
well-ordered child, desirous of receiving religious instruction. 
They told us that they had heard of our passing, on our way 
to W eltington, along the other side of the hills, in consequence 
of our having given tr3Cts to some shepherds ; and had been re
gretting that they should not be likely to receive a visit from ua: 
we had a very satisfactory religious opportunity in this family in the 
nening. An old Irishman, who was also a sojourner io the family 
for the night, told us, that he could trace many points of resemblance 
to the ancient Irish language in the language of the blacks or this 
colony. There are two black boys at Kangaroo Bay, one of whom, 
named Dickey, says he is an orphan of the Locklan tribe (a tribe 
to the southward, on the Locklan River.) Amr Carr has clothed 
them in some old garments of the men, which, though they fit badly 
make them more decent than usual. Dicky, who appears to be about 
twelve years of age, bas become useful in the house, in the work 
or which Ano Carr instructs him with motherly kindneaa : she also 
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givea him his meals in the sarue room with themselves, and of the 
same kind of victm1ls as themselves eat. Being thus raised to the 
same grade with the family in many points, the boy is making more 
progress in civilization than most of his race. I am persuaded a ra
tional a11,ention to point!! of this kind, in missionary labours, is of 
more importance than many well-intentioned Christians imagine; and 
that a line of consideration and conduct, such as Christian principles, 
fully carried into practice, would It-ad to, is of the utmost importance 
in preparing the mind to receive 1he doctrines of the gospel. I now 
see more clearly than before, l1ow much indebted the Tasmanian 
blacks on Flinder's Island were to the rational and well-directed en
deavours of W. J. Darling and A. M'Lochlan, in raising them in the 
scale of civilization; and though neither of these men could be looked 
upon as religious missionaries, I am satisfied that their labours ma
terially advance the blacks towards a state in which they might have 
been benefited by well-directed religious labours ;-not by any means 
by teaching them forms of religion without the power, or to go 
through repetitions of devotional composition'!; but by simply read
ing to them the Holy Scriptures, and turning their attention to the 
convictions of the Holy Spirit upon their own minds, as the drawing 
of the love of their heavenly Falher, seeking to bring them to his be
loved Son, in order that they might find pardon of sin, and lielp to 
work righteousness through Him. To these exercises, devout con
versations, and the reading of religious bic,graphy and other practil'al 
works might l>e usefully added, as the instructors became able to en
gage in such communication, and way opened for it. 0 that many 
would give way to exercise of soul before the J.ord, who would 
then raise up both ministers an<l missionaries qualified for their work 
to bis own glory. 

1st 10th mo. We left Kangaroo Bay, accompanied for a little 
way by the two black boys as guides. Soon after they left us \Ye 
missed our road, taking a sawyer's track, which was more strongly 
marked than the one alon~ which we ought to have gone, This 
lengthened our journey a few miles, and brought us across some 
rough hills or white quartz, covered with trees and Rcrub. At 
length we came out upon s verdant tract, called Frederick's Valley, 
on which George Blackett has a fine location. 

2nd 10th mo. We proceeded on our way toward Bathurst, 
We found the company of Richard Keyes very agreeable. He has 
known something of the power of religion for many years; is clear 
in bis views of the teaching ol' the Holy Spirit, and attentive to this 
guidance in many respects, and his conversation is edifying. Among 
many other things, he mentioned to us, that on asking a poor, bare
footed Irish girl, a pupil in a sabb1uh-school that he attended in his 
m,tive land, to explain the me11ning of love, the word having oc
curred in one of their Scripture leHons, he re ie<l: " It is the 
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union of all the powers of the mind in one strong desire to please." 
This lucid and concise definition greatly surprised him, from the 
child of drunken parents; but it tended to confirm him in the 
benefits of such instruction. On arriving at Bathurst we again met 
a hearty welcome from John Espie and Mary Keane, whose house is 
also the resort of Richard Keyes. Instead of the brownness of the 
country that e,risted on our first arrival in this part of the colony, 
a fine verdure covers the surlace of the earth. The late bountiful 
rain has caused the cattle and the people to rejoice. 

4,th 10th mo. (First-day.) At eleven o'clock we had' a meeting 
in the school-house in Bathurst. I had some important warning 
and doctrine to communicate; but a large portion of the time was 
spent in silence. At six in the evening a few persons met us again in 
the same place, and we spent more than an hour in silence. To
ward the conclusion 1 made A few remarks on the state of the dis
ciples, when the Saviour withdrew from them to pray, before his 
crucifixion, and on the importance of individnal watchfulness and 
prayer, and afterwards expressed a few words in supplication. In 
the evening worship of the family at the parsonage, R. K. read to 
the family in the Scriptures. He then toaid something in exhorta
tion, and afterwards prayed with much fervency. 

Many of the people who usually attend the Episcopal Church 
met with the Presbyterian congregation to-day, in consequence of 
there being no service at the Episcopal Church! I cannot but 
greatly esteem the privilege of having been trained to wait upon the 
Lord independently of the intervention of a minister. The com
mon custom of no minister, no public worship, ill accords with the 
precept-" not forsaking the assembling of yourselves together, as 
the manner of some is." Indeed, I know of no people but Friends, 
who, exercising faith in the Redeemer's declaration, " \\ 7heresoever 
two or three are met together in my name, there um I in the midst 
of them," act upon the apostle's precept fully; and much as ( esteem 
gospel ministry as a gift of God, conferred for the edification of his 
church, I cannot but look upon those views of public worship, 
which render it dependent upon the intervention of a priest or a 
minister, as belonging rather to the dispensation of the law of 
Moses than to the gospel of Christ. 

5th 10th mo. I spent some time in the school under the care of 
J. E. Keane. He attends to some of the elder boys l1imself, and i.s 
assisted hy J. Callaghan. Mary Keane teaches the girls. They 
have about thirty pupils, who are trained with much Christian care, 
and are diligently instructed in the holy Scriptures. I could not, 
however, but lament to hear them taught such palpable erro1· as is 
conveyed in the catechism of the Episcopal Church, by which they 
arc instructed to say that they become members of Christ and chil-
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dren of God by baptism, clearly implying by baptism with water. I 
know this fallacy is attempted to be explained away by various ar
guments; but it is quite in vain to try to twist the plain meaning of 
the words. It remains palpably untrue, that any infant by water
baptism becomes a member of Christ, or a child of Gc,d; and the 
direct tendency of such instruction as teaches them to say that this 
is the case, is to deceive the young, with regard to their own re
ligious state, and to lead them to attach the imaginary effect of a 
mvstical charm to this rite, and to divert their attention from the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost, received through the mediation of 
Christ, by which alone they can become members of Christ, children 
of God, and heirs of eternal of life. 

7th 10th mo. Meetings were held in the school-house, at which 
a Branch Bible Association and an Auxiliary Temperance Asso
ciation were organized. Thomas T. Hawkins was in the chair. 
J. E. Keane. Col. Wall, and T. F. Hawkins spoke upon the occa
~ion; but it devolved upon G. W. Walker and myself, chiefly, to 
give the company information on these important subjects. 

11th 10th mo. (First-day.) We proceeded to O'Connell Plains, 
whert>, at eleven o'clock, we had a meeting with about one hundred 
persons, in Thomas Hassell's Chapel. It was a time of divine favour; 
the percrptible influence of our Heavenly Father's love wns with 
us, both in time of silence and of vocal labour, in testimony and in 
prayer, in which both G. W. Walker and myself were engaged. 
Sneral persons with whom we have formed an acquaintance were 
present, and ability was afforded to show the clear distinction be
tween formal and spiritual worship, and to illustrate the delusion 
and unprofitableness of the former, and the validity and profitable
ness of the latter; proving that it extended not only to the right 
ordering of the mind and conduct, in public and private devotions, 
but having its root in the fear of God, and consequent regard to his 
law, to all our public and private actions, as well as to our words, 
and to our thoughts; so as, in a word, to render the whole life of 
the spiritURlly-minded Christian a continued act of worship. 

William Lawson is an opulent young wool-grower, a natin of tl1e 
colony: himself, with his wife and their visitor, Ann Hawkins, 
~ith a number of their servants, and some other persons, joined us 
1n the evening, at Woodlands, where we had a meeting in an un
finished drawing-room, in J. Street's houte. My companion was 
ailent on this occasion, which was one in which the feeling of the 
Lord's power increased, as the meeting continued, notwithstanding 
the wind and cold rendered our situation rather uncomfortable. 
Among the company was a veteran sergeant, named Thomas Spicer, 
from near Sedburgh, in Yorkshire, who lives at White Rocks, near 
this place. He is known to some of the Foster family, formerly of 
Hebblethwaite. This man, as well as some o h.ers, sc[ emed to be in 

• D1g1tized by 00g C 



30 

a very solid frame of mind, and I trust was e<lified by attending the 
meeting. 

12th 10th mo. We took leave of our hospitable friend,; at Wood
lands, who kindly lent us their gig for the dny, and sent a man on foot 
to the Fish River, to bring it back again. From O'Connell Plains 
we traversed several miles of grassy and herby open forest-hills, 
affording pasturage for sheep and cattle, till we came to the house of 
Richard Mutton, on the Fish River, where we took up our sbode 
for the night, and had a meeting with their own family and scrvunts, 
and the inmates of their house, and the family and servants of a 
person named Cowse, who resides near. The early part of the 
meeting was a time in which a sense of darkness greatly oppressed 
my mind, and I was much distressed; notwithstanding which, I had 
something to communicate in testimony, and to express in prayer. 
This state of things however prevailed till George W. Walker also 
said something in testimony; then, through the Divine blessing, the 
darkness and hardness gave way, and I had an open time in preach
ing Christ crucified, and inviting all to seek reconciliation with the 
Father through Him, and to submit themselves to the government 
of the Holy Spirit, sent from the Father in the name of his beloved 
Son. We had much conversation in this house on the su~ject of 
temperance, which seemed very agreeable to ltichard Mutton's wife. 
The males of the family read several of the tracts, and acknow
ledged them to be sound and correct. Of the evils of intemperance 
some of them were able to speak from painful experience. Uichard 
Mutton rents a section of land (probably six hundred and forty 
acres) of the government for £2 pPr annum. 

15th 10th mo. We set out in a smart snow-storm, nnd proceeded 
to the Weatherboard-hut to dine, and from thence to the Valley to 
sleep. We had several showers of hail and rain in the course of the 
day. As we descended to the lower altitudes of the mountains we 
met the advance of spring in this continued, dreary forest. Telopea 
speciosissima was in full blossom. A parrot, partly blue, and with 
a breast of crimson aa brilliant as the blossom, was seen drinking 
nectar out uf the flowers of this splendid shrub; and a brown honey
eater was darting its elegant tongue into the elegant pink blossoms. 
Greveilla linearis, R large, yellow pea-flowered shrub of great beauty, 
(possibly a gompholobium, or aotus,) and several species of platy
lohium, gaviesia, boronia, eriastemon, &c. enlivened also the soli
tude, and beguiled the walk of thirty-one miles, over this sand-stone 
territory. We accomplished the journey in ten hours, but not 
without fatigue and keen appetites, yet we arc in remarkably good 
health. This kind of exercise, in such a climate, gives vigour to 
the digestive powers, and checrfulne!is to the spirits. The number 
of dead bullocks has increased considerably since we last crossed the 
Blue Mountains. 'fhey arc scattered by he wa -side, and the 
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eagles attracted by them are numerous. We fell in with several 
parties with drays, conveying 1upplies for the settlers to the west
ward. Some of them were resting, others pursuing their way with 
cattle, 10 weak, that many of them appeared likely to die before 
reaching the other side. Notwithstanding the late rains have caused 
the gra1111 again to grow, it is very scarce in the little mountain 
gleoe, and not of a nutritious quality; and the cattle in the low 
countries have not yet had time to get into such condition as is 
necessary to enable them to endure such a journey. Major Eng
land had previously called on us at our inn. He had been kind to 
us in Van Diemeo's Land, when ststioned there, and has renewed 
his attention to us here. He is atationed at Parramatta. Sir J. 
Jamison invited us to take op our quarters at his house, but this we 
thought it best to decline accepting. They granted us leave ro 
hold a meeting in the Police-office, on First-day morning; and 
after the coort broke up, we witnessed the infliction of the degrading 
punishment of flagellation, on two prisoners, to the amount of one 
hundred lashes each. 

The jail at Penrith ia a. wretched place, in which they cannot, for 
want of room, try the effect of solitary confinement, and I do not 
think they have any just ideu of endeavouring to inatil better prin
ciples into the minds of the priBOners. One of the men bore his 
punishment without complaint; the other writhed much under it, 
complained piteo111ly, and was so faint as to require to be fre
quently supplied with water ; yet I saw this man a few minutes 
after, behind the jail, putting on his clothes, and jeering with a 
woman, in a way that proved his mind was not beneficially operated 
upon, though in body he must have_been suffering severely, except 
the torpor and the mutilated flesh rendered him temporarily insen
sible. I believe the disposition of mind of those who think to keep 
mankind in su~jection by 11everity, is much the same as it was in 
Rehoboam, when he took the counsel of the young men, and will, in 
one way or other, lead to similar results. See 2 Chron. x. In 
the afternoon we walked to Castlereagh, arranged ,rith Henry Ful
ton, the Colonial Chaplain, respecting a meeting on First-day after
noon, an<l took tea with him and his wife, who kindly invited us to 
lodge. On returning to Penrith, Jacob Josephson, a Jew profess
ing Christianity, formerly a prisoner, step-father to Charles A. Wil
son, told us, that as we had come among them to preach the gospel, 
we should be free of all charges at their inn, We acknowledged his 
kindness, an<l explained how our expenses were paid. He replied 
he hoped we would not debar him of this privilege. 

18th 10th mo, (First-day.) At ten o'clock a small congrega
tion met us at the Police-office at Penrith. Among them were 
Chief Justice Forbes, Sir John Jamison, an artist of the name of 
Martins, Jacob Josephson our ho~t, with a number of his family, 
al10 Jews professing Christianity. The meeting would probably 
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have been larger, but for an accident that occurred in the night, by 
the sinking of the ferry-boat, in crossing the Nepean River. Two 
men and a woman were drowned. There is grounJ to believe they 
were intoxicated, and were in consequence unable to trim the boat, 
which was a very crazy one. The bodies of the two men were 
found, and dragged to the water's edge, where they remain for an 
inquest. I had a pretty open time to preach the gospel, under 
some feeling oC Divine help, and also in vocal prayer. Religion is 
at a low ebb here, as is also morality. An active magistrate and a 
chief constable are both living in open violation of the, divine law 
respecting marriage. After a light dinner we proceeded to Nepean, 
calling at some cottages by the way, to invite the inhabitants to the 
meeting, which was well attended, considering the notice. We 
were both engaged in testimony, and I also in prayer. A man of 
the name of Morley, once a pupil of the late John Chipchase, of 
Stockton-on-Tees, was present. He is tutor in a family in the 
vicinity. The Wesleyans preach here occasionally, but the tone of 
religious feeling is low. The message we have generally to pro
claim is, that all unrighteousness ia sin, and all sin the service of 
the devil; that none can be saved in the service of the devil, for he 
is the enemy of God, and ao are all his servants. We find it also 
our place to state the fundamental doctrines of the gospel, and to 
urge the importance of attention to the inward convictions of the 
Holy Spirit, discovering sin, condemning it, and leading to re
pentance, as being the only way by which we can come to a true 
faith in Christ, and a holy walk with God. These truths we are 
engaged to press, with a variety of Scripture illustrations and appeal• 
to conviction of cheir truth, with exhortations to our auditors to 
seek after an experimental knowledge of them. After meeting, we 
called to see an aged man, who has been confined to bed with palsy 
for aeveral years, and he is in a state oC great suffering. He was 
formerly a prisoner; became thoughtful without instrumental means; 
got a little forward in his circumstances; gave the land where the 
school-house is built, and reared a large family, by some of whom 
he has been in danger of being led away from righteousness again, 
by their joining a medical man, in recommending him to take spirits 
as a medicine. Others seem rather more thoughtful than some 
of their neighbours. 

21st 10th mo. On reaching Windsor we called on William and 
Martha Schofield. W. S. is the Wesleyan mission11ry here. He is 
the person whose religious labour■ were so much blessed at Mac
quarie Harbour. 

22nd 10th mo. We conferred with William Schofield respecting 
the ~ost like!y places to h_ol<l meeting~ in on First-day. He gave us 
the mformauon we re11uire<l, and kmdly proposed our occupying 
the Wesleyan chapels, which after some deliberation we agreed to. 
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While we were with William Schofield, Snmuel Marsden, of Parra
matta, called. The good old man is supported under his late trial, in 
being bereft of his wife, who died in Christian peace and hope, since 
our visit to them ; but though Christian resignation is the clothing 
of his mind, he feels the separntion keenly. Samuel Marsden and 
William Schofield went with ns, to call on Henry Stiles, the Colo
nial Chaplain here, who is a young, married man, of agreeable man
ners, comporting with his character as a pioGs, zealous Christian. 
He rourteously invited us to become his guests, ns did nlso William 
Schofield ; but we thought it best to decline accepting their invita
tions, often finding curselves in towns more accessible to such per
sons as wish to call upon us, at a decent inn or a private lodging. 
At the parsonage we met with a pious man, named George Mears 
Countess Bowen, who was formerly in the army, but has been for 
some time a settler. He occasionally preaches in the Police-office, 
and thus, according to his measure of faith, endeavours to promote 
the cause of righteousness. We had some conversation on the 
state of tlie aborigines, and on the difficulties attendant on their 
civilization, and on the introduction of the gospel among them. 
The opinion prevailed, that if persons should be raised up, prepared 
to sacrifice the comforts of a settled life, and to wander about with 
them, and to make themselves their companions, so for as they 
could without infraction of Christian principle, the civilization and 
evangelization of the blacks, and their ultimate settlement were by 
no means hopeless. George Bowen, in commenting on this view, 
remarked, that such self-denial and association was only what the 
Son of God did for us, The tract of country that any one tribe of 
blacks wanders over, is limited, and they are gencrnlly fearful of 
encountering another tribe. 

23rd 10th mo. We are pleased with the English appearance of 
Windsor. It contains perhaps about fifteen hundred inhabitants. The 
Episcopal "Church" is a large, brick building, and the houses are of the 
same material, and one i~ covered with red pantiles. Their proximity 
one to another, and their structure, reminded us much of our native 
land. The town is beautifully situated upon the banks of the Hawks
bury River, which is influenced here by the tide. We proceeded 
to Richmond, another little town on the Hawksh•iry, distant from 
Windsor four miles. By a letter from William Schofield, we were 
introduced to W. P. a respectable man among the Wt'sleyans, 
though once a prisoner. He is supporting a rising family decently, 
and is improving in his circumstances. The country here is very 
fine, being level and productive, with extensive grassy flats, at a 
lower level along the sides of the river. On these, people continue 
to build and resi<le, notwithstanding there have been, at intervals of 
a few years, floods that have risen far above the tops of their houses. 
We returned to Windsor in the afternoon. 
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24th I 0th mo. Accompanied by Lieutenant William Sheaffi~ 
we walked to Pitt Town, and applied to the Colonial Chaplain, Mat
thew D. Mears, for the use of the school-house at Wilberforce, on 
third-clay; and that at Pitt Town, on fourth-day evenings, to hold 
meetings in for public worship. These were readily grantecl. Pitt 
Town and Wilberforce are two small villages, distant about four miles 
from Windsor, 1md two from each other. 

£5th I 0th mo. (First-dry.) After an early breakfast, we walked 
to Richmond, and met about one hundred people in the Wesleyan 
chapel. After meeting we returned to Windsor: another congrega
tion of about the same number, in the \Vesleyan chapel here. Both 
chapels were pretty full, and there was an open time of religious la
bour in each. 

261!1 10th mo. J called on II. Stiles to obtain leave to hold a 
meeting in the school-room at Kerrajong which he readily granted. 

We took tea with Captain Ceely and his wife, who arc thoughtful 
people, not professing with any associated body of Christians. The 
captain became religiously awakened, and left the army on half-pay, 
finding military associations inimical to his religious progress. He 
professes a decided belief in the immediate teaching of the Holy 
Spirit, and to have obtuincd peace through repentance and faith in 
Christ, with an evidence that o place will be granted him in the 
kingdom of heaven. In the evening a temperance meeting was 
held in the government school-room, when G. W. Walker and myself 
gave the company some information on the olijrcts and progress of 
temperance societies: there are about ninety members here, many or 
whom are soldiers : Lieutenant Sheaffies, H. Stiles, and W. Schofield 
are among the labourers in this important reformation. We spent 
the residue of the evening with William and Martha Schofield in con
versation on religious topics; J trust to mutual edification. 

27th I 0th mo. After breakfast we went to see the jail : we were 
scarcely in the yard before the prisoners, of their own account, ar
ranged them~elves lo afford us the opportunity of addressing them, 
standing in the scorching sunshine, and leaving us the shade : we, 
however, enquired if we could not have an interview with them in 
one of the rooms of the prison, and being answered in the affirmative, 
they were soon assembled and seated, and we had a memorable op
portunity with them. The sense of Divine overshadowing pre~iled 
in a remarkable degree, and the message of mercy was freely pro
claimed among them, and they were im ited to turn to the Lord, 
against whom they had deeply revolted; with assurance, that if 
they would submit to the government of his good Spirit, he would 
be their God, and pardon their past lransgrcs~ions for Jesus's sRke. 
In the school-house we had a meeting with about sixty persons, 
most of the congregation were Australians. lrlwrl 11 peu time in 
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preaching the Gospel, which, as regards iu power, the audience seemed 
much of strangers to. It is to be regretted that a theoretical know
ledge of tlie blessed doctrine of the atonement, should so much take 
the place of the practical application of the Gospel spiritually in 
preaching, as it does generally : there is ground to believe, that this 
is one great rnnse why so few come under true repentance, wrought 
by attention and wbmission to the convictions of the Spirit of Truth, 
and 10 the prac1ic11I and saving applic,1tion of the doctrine of the 
atoning sacrifice of Christ. 

28th 10th mo. At six o'clock this morning, we met a road-party, 
who are employed in replacing a wooden bridge over the South 
Creek, dose to the town : they are about twenty-four in number: 
we assembled them in their rude, llplit-timber huts, nnd had a reli
gious interview with them. In the afternoon we visited the hospital : 
we had a religious interview with the patients, about forty in number, 
who were assembled in one of the four wards, of which this building 
consists. In the afternoon we walked to Pitt Town. At half-past 
six o'clock we met about one hundred and twenty persons in the 
school-room, to whom much Christian counsel, and warning, and 
doctrine were extended. The district of Pitt Town contains about 
senn hundred inhabitants, many of whom have been prisoners, 
and are notorious for their drunkenness and profligacy: few of 
them attend public worship. We returned to Windsor at a late 
hour. 

80th 10th mo. Returned to Sydney, nnd received a kind and 
hearty welcome from John and Mary Tawell, becoming their guests. 

~fist 10th mo. I railed on our kind friend Alexander M'Lcay, 
the colonial Secretary, from whom I received a hearty greeting: he 
delivered to me some letters from Norfolk Island: one addressed to 
myself from Robert Ellson, the military surgeon, contains the fol
lowing notice of the death of our valued friend John Leach, who was 
able to afford but little labour to the pri8oners when he got there; 
though he once attended the public worship, and on some occnsions 
had a few of the men to his own dwelling, to extend religious counsel 
to them: and counsel from a dying man of such character is surely 
calculated to make a deep impression. "Poor John Leach lived until 
Monday the 14th inst., a11d in the afternoon of thut day he clied, 
about the hour of four o'clock. Throuirhout his illness he was culm 
and contented, cheerful and resigned, end sensible even in his last 
momenta. Thus has ended the life of a truly pious mnn," and I may 
add, one of the righteous, whose memory shall be blessed. R. A. 
Taylor, we are informed, preached n very impressive sermon on the 
occasion of J. Leach's interment, which was attendee\ by the com
mandant, and other officers, who respected his memory, short as was 
their acquaintance with him. Digitized by Google 
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1st II th mo. (First-day.) At ten o'clock, about twenty-five 
persons assembled in the neat little meeting-house erected by John 
Tewell, in Macquarie-street. Most of the persons present were 
those who meet RS Friends. It was a season of solemn silence, 
except a few words from Thomas Brown, near the conclusion, which 
were not without instruction, though certainly they were not en
ticing words of man's wisdom. The meeting at six in the evening 
was totally silent: it was about the same size as the one in the morn
ing, and was attended by the colonial Secretary, and his son and 
daughter. In the morning, a seafaring man of the name of Russell 
and a Spaniard named Yirissary were present. The Spaniard, we 
were informed, readily apprehended our object in sitting in silence, 
and comparing it with the Roman Catholic worship, which his friend 
attended with him in the afternoon, he said the latter was a " cheap 
opera.'' On reflecting on the silence of these meeting~, in which we 
were willing to have spoken, had anything been given us to say, we 
see much cause not only to be satisfied, but thankful. It was calcu
lated to encourage those who meet in our absence in bearing this tes
timony to "ceasing from man, whose breath is in his nostrils," 
and to depending on the Lord alone, to be taught of him, and to 
worship Him in spirit and in truth, under the influence of his own 
eternal Spirit, which is too much neglected in the various Christian 
churches. Our meetings were not times of abounding, they were 
times of reverent staycdness of soul upon God. 

2nd 1 J th mo. We received a parcel of Epistles of the Yearly 
Meeting of 1835, also a few copies of a testimony respecting Rebecca 
Byrd, and some other papers, all of which are very acceptable to us 
on this foreign shore, and to many others, who, though far removed 
from the land of their birth, still cherish a lively interest in what is 
passing there ;-joy in their joys, and sorrow in their griefs. We at
tended the committee of the Temperance Society. The cause still 
makes gradual progress. Interesting communications have been re
ceived from New Zealand, relating to the establishment of a Tem
perance Society, at the Bay of Islands, and the prohibition of spirits 
at Holrianga. 

5th 11 th mo. The week-day meeting was held in silence. Seven 
persons were present. It was a time of renewal of strength, un.ier the 
feeling of the continued extension of the love of God to our souls. 

8th 11 th mo. (First-day.) The forenoon meeting was a season 
of poverty, in which I had a word of encouragement for the poor iD 
spirit. G. \V. Walker read the Yearly Meeting's Epistle near the 
conclusion. The evening meeting was held in silence: after it G. 
W. Walker read to the little company the testimony respecting Re
becca Byrd, whose memory is very precious; and afterward notice 
was taken of the accommodation affg5~~~YG 1 meeting-house, 
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for the instruction of a few children on First-days : a lr.ind of occu
pation in which some of those who attend the meeting have been 
engaged among other societies, and which they want for their own 
offspring. 

11 th 11 th mo. Occupied in preparing for our voyage. I had 
some conversation with the Colonial Srcretary on the state of the 
Wellington mission and with Captain Russell, who attended Friends' 
meeting on the 1st inst. to whom we presented copies of the Scrip
tures, Wilberforce's Evidence, and Gurney's Letters in Spanish for 
his friend Captain Yirissary, with Chnlklcy's Life, in English: he 
reads English with much difficulty. 

12th 11 th mo. We went on board the Maria, after attending the 
week-day meeting, the wind proving contrary, we returned on shore, 
and took tea with our kind friends J. and M. Tawell: we remained 
over their evening reading, and had a satisfactory parting religious 
opportunity before returning on board. 

13th 11th mo. The Maria hauled out of Sydney Cove in the 
morning, and we got ·out to sea a little after noon, narrowly escap
ing drifting upon the South Head. From this danger I understand 
we were deli,ered by the springing up of a breeze, when all human 
efforts appeared to be unavailing. Being affected with sea-sickness 
I had gone down into the sides of the ship, and was fast asleep, and 
did not awake till the danger was past, from which we thus escaped 
by the intervention of the almighty power of Him "who maketh the 
wind bis messenger,'' and watchetb over us when asleep, as well as 
when awake, and "suffereth not the briny wave to prevail against 
us,'' though at seasons he permits the billows to assume a threatening 
upect, in order that we may know, that it is indeed himself who pro
tects us, and thus be stirred up to give him the glory due unto his 
holy name 

14th I Ith mo. Wind fair, we made about one hundred and 
eighty miles. Some whales and a number of albatrosses and small 
birds seen. 

16,h 11th mo, In the evening a long, and rather satisfactory 
conversation on religious topics took place in the cabin; in which 
we had an opportunity of directing the attention of our fellow-passen
gers to the convictions of the Holy Spirit, designed to lead man to 
his Saviour and his God. 

18th I Ith mo. At breakfast-time we were off the point of Van 
Dieman's Land called St. Patrick's Head; the wind rather unfavour
able. Much snow on the ridge of Ben Lomond. Toward noon, 
the wind became fair, but there was ~,trQQ~QJ'O! @gainst us from 
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the 11outh. The aurora Au11tralis was remarkably brilliant this even
ing, forming faint columns of light like the aurora borealis. In 
New South Wales there is an electric phenomenon somewhat allied 
to this in warm summers' evenings when no clouds are to be seen: 
it is a diffuse flickering light, differing from lightning in not being 
discharged from any perceptible clouds, and in its want of density: 
it generally appears to the eastward. 

19th l lth mo. In the morning we were off Maria Island, the 
current being still strong against us. A felV whales, and many birds 
were seen, and much kelp drifting from the south. In the evening 
we were off Fortescue Bay. Apprehending this might be our 
last evening on board, I gave expression to the increasing exercise 
of my mind on behalf of our fellow-passengers, after having read a 
portion of Scripture; which we have also managed to do, a few 
times before, when a little freed from the oppression of sea-sick
ness. 

20th 11th mo, The morning was wet and foggy. We passed 
Cape Pillar in the night, and bet2re breakfast, the fog having cleared 
off. we had a fine view of the basaltic columns <ff Cape Roaul. 

The wind being from the south, we had a fine run up Storm Bay, 
and the Derwent, and came to anchor in Sullivan's Cove about half
past two o'clock. Captain Moriarty, the port-officer soon boarded 
the vessel, and he politely gave G. W. Walker and myself a passage 
on shore in his boat. We proceeded immediately to our old quar
ters, where we received a hearty welcome. The afternoon was occu
pied in landing our luggage, conveying it to our quarters, and in de
livering letters, &c. in which proceedings we were frequently inter
rupted 1,y the kind greetings of many of our old acquaintances. 

21 st I Ith mo. We waited upon the Lieutenant-Governor, who 
welcomed us back to Van Dieman's Land with his wonted kind
ness. 

22nd I Ith mo. (First-day.) We met in the school-room,now oc
cupied on First-dnys and on fourth-day afternoons as a place of 
public worship, 

24th 1 J th mo. I breakfasted at Government-house, and had con
versation with the Lieutenant-Governor on a variety of subjects con
nected with the moral and religious state of the colony. I lent for 
perusal a copy of our report to Governor Bourke, on the state of Nor
folk Island. 

6th Uth mo. (First-day.) Our meetings were seasons in which 
there was a measure of sincere exercise of soul before the Lord, us 
has been the case for the most part since our re Ill: ,t0Jll9bart Town: 
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a sense of our own poverty and weakness has greatly prevailed ; 
not, however, without some sense of the Divine presence being with 
us, uor without some measure of the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
es regards our religious exercises ; yr.t not rising into the feeling of 
fulness and joy, like as was the case when we were assembled for 
the same object last year. This has led to some searching of heart, 
lest it should be occasioned by the existence of any thing wrong 
amongst us. If it be not so, but only the food convenient for us, 
I trust we are willing to bear it; yea, to walk in this lowly way all 
oar days, if it be the only way of safety for us, and that in which 
God may be glorified in the greate!lt degree ; but if it be the conse
quence of any thing contrary to the mind of Christ, may He in 
great mercy give us to see the cause, and strengthen us to put 
away the e•il. 

9th Uth mo. I wrote to Jno. Towell, and sent some copies of 
the Yearly Meeting's Epistle of 1835, received by F. Cotton: we 
had not plenty for those professing with Friends in New South 
Wales, but are thus enabled to supply them. The week-day mret
ing was held in silence : twelve persons were present ; it was a sea
son of favour to some who felt unworthy of the least of the Lord's 
mercies. I was renewedly sensible of the value of a Mediator, 
through whom we have not only forgiveness of sins, but help by 
his Spirit, and consolation with hope. In the evening I walked 
with Francis Cotton to Sandy Bay ; and we were edified in con
versing on the goodness and mercy of God, in opening our minds 
to the impressions of the Holy Spirit, so as to give us comfortable 
and clnr evidence respecting the things pertaining to the kingdom 
of Christ, and an evidence of s participation in the blessing pro
nounced upon his disciples in former ages, "Blessed are your <'yes, 
for they see; and your ears for they hear." How greatly is it to 
be lamented, that secular interests, and human systems in religion, 
so greatly dim the spiritual vision, and render dull the spiritual 
hearing even of most religious professors. This is a lamentable 
fact we cannot hide from ourselves; though we are glad they see 
and hear in some degree ; and we cannot but desire that they may 
become redeemed from all those things that prevent their seeing 
clearly, and hearing distinctly. We purchased two horses for 
£21. 

16th Uth mo. Attended the week-day meeting; at which a 
considerable number of children, the pupils of H. H. Ridler, were 
present; on whose behalf my mind was introduced in exeTCise, and 
I_ had some counsel to convey to them, beginning with the declara
Uon, "The fear of the Loni is the beginning of wisdom." We took 
our horses across the Derwent in a steamer, and reached Lauder
dale before dark, after a pleasant ride; and here joined the rest of 
Olll company, 81 Robert Mather's. DigitizedbyGoogle 
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17th 12th mo. We proceeded to Francis Smith's, at Campania, 
calling on the way at Wm. Rumney's and Wm. T. Parramore's. 
Wm. Rumney's wife is much enfeebled by an apoplectic attack, 
from which she is slowly recovering: she expressed much pleasure 
at our visit, and great thankfulness that she was not at once cut off, 
but allowed space to repent, Francis Cotton, G. W. Walker, and 
myself had some religious counsel to convey to her. It is a danger
ous thing to defer the most important oliject of life to a time of un
certain sickness: well might the prophet say, "0 that my people were 
wise, that they understood this, that they would consider their latter 
end!" \Ve received ll hearty welcome from Francis Smith and his 
family; they are in better health than when we last visited them; 
but, like too many, have become chafed in their minds by the wiles 
of men of party politics, who take much pains to represent the 
Government., and unsettle the people. Too many in this land 
resemble the characters spoken of by Jude, "who despise dominion, 
and speak evil of dignities, being murmurers, complainers, walking 
after their own lusts, and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, 
having men's persons in admiration, because of advantage." These 

• impose upon the unwary, and divert their attention from their 
proper business; while they also neglect their own, and arc in the 
gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. 

27th 12th mo. (First-day.) At 11 o'clock we had a meeting in 
the police-office at Waterloo Point ; most of the congregation were 
soldiers and prisoners. The chief part of the vocal labour devolved 
on F. C., who was largely engaged in testimony to the mercy of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord and Saviour, and in exhortation to 
the people to lay hold on the hope set before them in the Gospel, 
and to flee from the wrath to come. I was also engaged in the 
same line, and in vocal prayer, and near the conclusion revived the 
language, "Awake, thou that sleepest, arise from the dead, and 
Christ shall give thee light," with a few pertinent comments. In 
the evening at Kelvcdou, the Epistle of the Yearly Meeting held 
in London, 1885, was read, also a Psalm. Most of the time [ was 
as a deaf man who heard not; yet afterward I had to proclaim the 
invitation of the Lord by his prophet, " Incline thine ear unto me; 
hear, and thy soul shall live," &c. and to make some remarks there
on of an encouraging tendency. 

S0th 12th mo. We came over the tiers of hills, granite, red 
sandstone, and argillaccous rock, and crossed the Break-of-day 
Plains to M~jor Grey's, et Rockford, near Avoca; calling on Frede
rick Stiglitz, with whom we dined. Major Grey and his wife 
received us with Christian warmth, as did also their guests, Dr. 
Robson and his wife : it was pleasant to meet them again. Mnjor 
Gr<'y is become a staunch supporter of the principles of the Tem
perance Society, which Dr. Robson. has so~ • 'illy advol'8tc<l 
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lately in public in Launceston. A religious opportunity closed the 
labours of the day comfortably. 

Slat 12th mo. At the Scripture-reading Major Grey eng.!lged 
with fervency in a long extemporaneous well-expressed prayer: this 
is an open avowal of his faith, and his determination to stand on the 
side of the disciple11 of Christ. It is truly pleasant to see the tokens 
of advancing religious character; yet I cannot but lament that the 
immediate teaching of the Holy Spirit is so little understood. The 
consequence of this is, that it is not waited for, and little, if any, ofita 
baptizing influence is to be felt in the generality of the devotional ex
ercises of many truly estimable characters, who know something of 
the evidence of their past sins being blotted out, through faith in the 
blood of Jesus, and cherish a desire to conform themselves to the will 
of God, 110 far as they understand it and have witnessed so much of 
the work of the new birth, a11 makes them very distinguishable from 
these whose minds are yet not under the inffuence of the Holy Spirit 
in any degree. They have a religious undenitanding according to 
the measure of their faith ; but not having faith in the Spirit, as the 
light of Christ, they do not walk in it, 110 as to perceive things dearly, 
and much of their religious exercise is consequently the produce of 
their own natunil powers, with little, or often with nothing of tt1e 
Spirit of Life. On reviewing the past year, on this its dosing day, l 
MYe still to lament many haltings ; though I am favoured to look 
with comfort to Him, who healeth our backslidings, forgiveth our 
iniquities, restoreth our souls, and leadeth us in paths of righte-
01sness for His great name's sake. 

ht 1st mo. 1886. After an early breakfast we again pursued our 
journey, passing the Nile-bridge, when going at a smart pace, my 
lsone fell with me so suddenly, from getting his foot upon a loose 
atone I suppose, that I was also precipitated upon the ground, and 
received a eevere bruise on my right shoulder and leg, as well as on 
my face : my right eye was so much shaken as to be puffed out on 
blowing my nose; but its position was readily restored by pressure, 
the air repassing perceptibly from behind it, into the nostril, and 
three of my upper fore-teeth were paralyzed by the injury of a nerve 
in the vicinity of the eye. After resting a short time on the side of 
the road, to recover from the shock so as to be able to Rit erect with
out faintin~, I again mounted, and we called at the door of John 
Tweed Pike, where I took some bread-and-butter and wine. We 
were pressed to stay awhile with them ; but I was anxious to get to 
Launceaton before I should become stiff from my bruises; we there
fore rode on at a fair pace, and I bore the exertion (the distance be
ing twenty miles) without much rnffering. On our arrival we re
ceived a hearty greeting from our old friends Isaac and Katharine 
iherwin, who now make an open profession of religion, in connexion 
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with the Wesleyan Methodists. I was nursed in bed during the re
mainder of the day; but received visits from Abraham Duy and 
Thornton Bowden, the latter is engaged as tutor to the family of G. 
W. Walker's relation, G. Robson, at whose house at Newnham, be
tween two and three miles from the town, my companion lodged, 
leaving me, at my own request, to the care of my kind host for the 
night. The occurrences of the day, the first in the new year, have 
had a solemn influence on my mind. I have been favoured to feel 
very quiet, in a state that it is, I trust, not presumptuous to rall re
posing, as on the bosom of my Lord, in a feeling of child-like weak
ness and dependence ; and my prayer has been, that I may be ena
bled to walk before Him, during the remainder of my days, with 
steadfastness. 

2nd 1st mo. Most of the <lay was spent in bed. I have no fever, 
nor any inflammatory symptoms: my mind is preserved very quiet, 
and I have but little pain. 

3rd 1st mo. (First-day.) I was able to be at meeting, which 
was held twice, viz. at eleven and three o'clock, at Abraham Davy's, 
in a neat little rocm. In the afternoon I had a short testimony to 
brar, reviving the language, "Fear not little flock, it is your Father's 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom :" and calling upon those pre
sent to examine whether, according to the description given by Christ 
of his sheep, they were really become of his flock. 

5th 1st mo. I breRkfastcd with R. C. Gunn, who gives a very 
satisfactory account of the conduct of A. Davy. H. C. Gunn is 
superintendent of convicts on this side of the island, and is at present 
acting as police magistrate. In the evening we had a public meet
ing in a large Wesleyan chapel recently creeled, which was kindly 
offered for our use. The congregation amounted to about two hun
dred. F. Cotton and myself were engaged in testimony at considello 
ublc length. Thunder and threatcnings of approaching rain unset• 
tied the meeting toward the conclusion, so that it was broken up 
prematurely. There is a grestly increased attention to the claims of 
religion in Launceston within a few years : the consistent example of 
Philip Oakden, and the labours of other Weslcyans have, under the 
divine blessiug, contributed to this improvement. Aa we propose 
leaving Launceston to-morrow, the week-day meeting was held thi• 
evening. The same parties were present as on First-Jay, with the 
addition of a per6on formerly a member of our Society in London and 
another individual. It was a time nf favour, in which the language 
of invitation to return to their Father's house went forth freely to 
backsliders. In company wi1h G. W. Walker and F. Cotton lvisited 
a person in the chain-gang who was brought up among Friends, 
but who sacrificed all his advantages to the love of strong drink, and 
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tbroogh its influence became a prisoner. Having been connected 
with Friends. be was treated with more than ordinary lenity; but he 
abused his privilege, received the addition of_ a year to his original 
tentence, aud ia now wearing party-coloured garments, and double 
irooa. 0 that young men would take warning, and neither touch, 
taste, nor handle this accursed thing! and that they would l,cware of 
despising the counsel of their friends, and the reproofs of the Holy 
Spirit, for, after having suffered themselves to be carried by almost 
imperceptible degrees into evil habits, it is indeed hard for them to 
learn to do welt 

8th 1st mo. After dinner we rode to R. Hepburn's, on what arc 
called St. Paul's Plains, making our day's journey forty miles, which 
I bore pretty well, F. Cotton having kindly lent me his horse, which 
is of very easy pace, and taken mine. I am greatly recovered for the 
time ; but must expect to feel the effect of my fall for a few weeks. 
R. Hepburn's family have been in great alal'm for a few days past, 
from two bush-rangers, who have robbed neighbouring houses, having 
been about theirs. Several shots have been exchanged between H. 
Hepbum's men and these marauders, one of whom is supposed to 
haYe been mortally wounded. In the evening the family and ser
TIUlta were assembled, and we again proclaimed the Gospel message 
among them, pointing out also, that to the humble mind, the way of 
salvation is opened, not by deductions of reasoning powers, but by 
the light of Christ shining into the mind, and giving a perception of 
the mercy of God in his beloved Son, an<l of the state of the soul be
fore Him, and of other truths progressively, as there is a preparntion 
of heart to receive them, How favoured arc those who, becom
ing humble and teachable as little children, come unto Christ, and 
know Him to baptize them with the Holy Ghost, to open their eyes, 
and to unstop their ears, and to bring them into the state of his dis
ciples of old, to whom He ssid, "Blessed are your eyes, for they see, 
and your cars, for they hear." 

9th 1st mo. We rode forty miles to Kelvedon, having to cross a 
rough tier of hills, between the head of Paul's Plains and that of 
Great Swan Port. On our road we called on E. B., and on three 
other families. After tea with several individuals, I hnd to remind 
the company, that as a year had elapsed since we met before, so eter
nal things had become of more importance to us, because we were a 
year nearer to eternity, and to exhort them to the pursuit of these 
things, that, while diligent in business, they might be fervent in 8pirit, 
serving the Lord 

10th ht mo. (First-day.) The meeting was one of some exercise: 
F. C. and myself were engaged in testimony. The written Epistle of 
the Yearly Meeting of London, 1835, was read in the family io the 
afternoon: and in the evening, when, as well as at the meeting in the 
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morning, the servants were present, the account of Sir Isaac Newton-, 
in Murray's Power of Religion, and a portion of Scripture were read. 

18th 1st mo. We prepared for leaving Kelvedon, and had some 
solemn seasons of religious retirement at the times of family devo
tion. Captain Madaine and his wife dined at F. Cotton's 011 their 
way home ; viz. to Spring Bity. 

19th 1st mo. We had a solemn parting religious opportunity 
with F. Cotton's family after breakfast: proceeded to the mouth of 
the Little Swan Port River, where J. R. is erecting extensive salt
works. Before retiring we had a religious interview with \he peo
ple of his establishment. 

20th 1st mo. Before breakfast we walked with our energetic 
host to the side of the estuary of Little Swan Port, to see the 
mounds of oyster-shells, left by the aborigines, who formerly re
sorted hither. They must have been the accumulation of ages: the 
shells are now dug out, and burnt for lime. 

21st 1st mo. The lide waa very high at Spring Bay, so as to ren
der crossing many places into which it flows difficult : it Bowed foW' 
times in the course of the forenoon. This might arise from con
flicting winds on the Pacific Ocean, or from some volcanic eruption 
at sea. We were favoured to nccompliah the journey through Para
dise without attideut. 

Hobarton. 

81st 1st mo. (First-day.} The meeting this morning was a sea
son of exercise, in which the language of warning went forth against 
lukewarmness and neglect of the Lord's mercies. The meeting iJa 
the Court-house this evening was well attended. G. W. Walker, J. 
B. M. and myself were engaged in testimony to the spirituality of the 
Gospel. 

lst 2nd mo. G. W. Walker not being well this morning, ancl 
the weather very wet, F. Cotton accompanied me by coach to New 
Norfolk, where we became the guests of Robert Rnd Jemima 
Officer, who seem to be growing in religious interest. R. Officer 
lntely gave a piece of ground to the W esleyans to build a meeting
house upon ; which, as well as another at the Back-river in this neigh
bourhood, is in progress. 

These industrious people are making way in Van Dieman's Land, 
and in spite of many cases of halting an<l relapse, do spread, under a 
measure of the Divine blessing, a moral and Christian reformation. 
We visited the hospital under the charge of Dr. Officer, including in
curable prisoners nnd paupers, and fifty lunatics, There are now 
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upwards of three hundred patients in this useful institution, which ia 
receiving aome additions, and is in good order, as is also that at 
Hobert Town, which I visited a few days ago. W. Garrard, one of 
the colonial chaplains, a meek and pious man, spent the evening at 
Dr. Officer's, and F. Cotton went home with him to lodge. 

4th 2nd mo. I wu occupied most of the forenoon in adjusting a 
matter in dispute between a person who attends the meetings of 
Friends and another individual. I felt the responsibility of acting 
as umpire on the occasion. and my prayers for wisdom and right 
judgrnent were mercifully regarded, and the decision was satisfactO'l'y 
to both parties. In the afternoon the committee of.the Temperance 
Society met, and agreed upon a Report to the Annual Meeting of the 
Society. In the evening G. W. Walker and myself paid a social vi
sit to the Lieutenant Governor and his family : we were favoured with 
a solemn parting opportunity at their evening devotion, 

7th 2nd mo. (First-day.) The meetings were seasons of much 
aolemnity under the feeling of divine overshadowing: they were at
tended by about eighteen persons, independent of children. 

9th 2nd mo. The monthly meeting of the Wesleyan sabbath
■chool teachers was held at S. J. Crouch's this evening, twenty-six 
persona, exclusil·e of those of the family, were present, a large propor
tion of whom came to tea, During the transaction of their business, 
I withdrew, having other engagements: nevertheless, I was kindly 
invited to remain, and having some exercise on my mind, I signified 
my intention to return, when their business waa concluded. In the 
meantime I wrote two letters, one of which was of admonitory 
character to one of the young men in the colony, who was brought 
up among Friends, and who retaina a strong attachment to their 
principles, but haa not walked circumspectly of late; yet is sensible 
c,f bi■ error, and sorry for his deviations, but for whom there is much 
t.o fear. On returning to the company of teachers, Joseph Orton 
inquired by a whisper, if I would pray with them ; on which I signi
fied that I apprehended it might be in the line of my duty to do so, 
but that I had something on my mind to say to them first : be there
fore informed the company, and after a short pause, I addressed them 
a£ some length, and after another pause gave utterance to the prayer 
raised in my soul on their behalf: solemn silence again ensued for a 
short time, and then others, in immediate succession, prayed, and the 
coIDpany sung some hymns, Though there is much that is good 
among this people, I could not but regret, that they should sustain 
the loss which I am persuaded they do sustain, for want of times of 
si I e nee, to feel the baptizing power of the Holy Spirit. Did the pious 
a.rnong the professors of Christianity generally but understand what 
Friends are often permitted to feel in their seasons of silence, they 
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would surely learn to avoid the excitement of continual expression in 
public worship, and be still before the Lord, at least, at seasons to 
renew their strength in Him. The attendance of the children at the 
Wesleyan sabbath-schools in and about Hobart Town is generally 
about two hundred. 

10th 2nd mo. I got the remainder of our luggage on board the 
Ellen, and attended to other matters connected with our departure. 

11th 2nd mo. Early this morning the anchor was up and the pi
lot with a friend of his on board. We had a fine run down the Der
went, and through Storm Bay, the nried scenery of which-moun
tains and hills oovered with forest, with here and there little JiTely 
cultivated 1pots,-rock11, bays and islands, had all the charm im
parted to them that clear sunshine could give. The Ellen was soon 
out of the hands of the pilot, and we made a slant from oppnsite the 
opening of D'Entrecasteaux Channel, so as to pasii Cape Roaul very 
near, giving us a grand view of its majestic columns of basalt; 
but we had no sooner passed this point, than a long bank of fog met 
our view, stretching from the north, where clouds covered Cape Pillar 
and Tasman's Island indicating an adverse wind : we were soon un
der its influence and obliged to make S. E. course. 

20th 2nd mo. The wind being favourable we made rapid pro
gress, just keeping land in sight. 

21st 2nd mo. (Fil'st-day.) We spent much of the day in read
ing and solitary retirement, occasionally walking the deck. Tracts 
were again circulated among the passengers, several of whom read 
them u·ith interest as great as might be expected from persons not 
decidedly religious, of 1vhich class the majority of our company might 
be accounted. In the morning we were becalmed off Cronulla Bl":!lch, 
S. of Botany Bay Heads, and it was not till about sunset we entered 
Port Jackson, with a favouring bl'eeze, which quickly took us to our 
anchorage off Sydney. My mind was brought renewedly into sym
pathy with my beloved friends in Englantl, and I fervently desire 
they may watch against that spirit that would lead them from wait
ing upon God with their attention directed to the light, or in othet
words, to the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, which our early Friends, 
following the example of Christ and the apostles, directed the atten
tion of the people to, who takes of the things of Christ, and showetb 
them lo his followers. May they also beware of the delusion 
couched under denunciations against a "religion of feelings," as 
though conviction, repentance, faith in Christ, peace in Him, depen
dence on Got), and every other impression made upon the mind by 
the Holy Spirit, were not feelings. A religion without feelings, 
would be like a body without a soul. 
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S9dney. 
24th 2nd mo. I spent a few hours in the botanic garden, along 

with Alexander M1Leay, Chief Justice F. Forbes, Sir John Jamison, 
W. Macarthur, and some other gentlemen forming a committee, who 
requested me to join them in examining the fruit of the vines ; of 
which they have a collection, amounting to about three hundred va
rieties. They were brought to the colony by James Bashy, from 
Luxemburgh, Montpelier, &c. A large proportion of them are 
wine-grapes, but most of the varieties cultivated for the table in En
gland are among them, under their French names. New South 
Wales is in many parts a favourable country for the production of 
winea, and for the drying of fruits. In company with J. and M. 
Tawell we took tea with J. and l\J. M. Birnie, with whose household 
we read a portion of Scripture, and had some religious service. 

25th 2nd mo. Ten persons attended the week-day meeting, in 
which G. W. Walker and myself bad some vocal service: it was 
not, however, a very bright time, but we were thankful to be permit
ted again to assemble with this little company to wait upon the Lord. 
William P. Crook, and Lancelot E. Threlkeld took tea with us at 
J. Tawell's, where much conversation passed relative to the mission 
to the aborigines at Lake M•Quarie, at which place L. E. Threlkeld 
is labouring in that department of the work which chiefly regards the 
acquirement of the native tongue, and the translation of Scripture 
into it. This, though distinct servi<'e from wandering about with the 
blacks, and endeavouring in association with them to introduce 
among t.heJU a knowledge of the Gospel, is very useful labour, and 
may be a great help to those of different gifts, who may hereafter 
follow in other paths. We had the satisfact..ion of perusing the last 
annual Report on this mission, which seems to be a plain 1.1tatement 
of facts, and is worthy of the honest persevering character of the 
writer. 

26th 'lnd mo. The morning was very wet. Having called on 
the colonial Secretary to confer with him respecting visits to the pe
nal settlement at Moreton Bay and the depot of educated prisoners 
at Port Macquarie, we were overtaken by heavy rain on our way 
home, from which we defended ourselves as well as we could with 
umbrellas. On arriving at our quarters I changed every art..icle of 
dress that was at all wet, yet not having be1;n quite well before, from 
the effects of my voyage, and other causes, and having now, perhaps, 
takeu a little cold, I was seized with a smart attack of fever in the 
afternoon. 

28th 2nd mo. Most of the forenoon was spent in bed, or on the 
sofa, but in the evening I was so much better as to be able to attend 
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the little meeting, and according to what I apprehended required of 
me, to labour in word and doctrine to tum the attention of the congre
gation to the importance of coming daily to the light, that their deeds 
might be made manifest, that they were wrought in God; lest by any 
means, after having known reconciliation with the Father through re
pentance and faith in his beloved Son, they should have forsaken 
their first love and have suffered other things so to have occupied 
their minds, and entangled their affections as to have taken prece
dence of the Jove of God. They were also reminded, that though 
the deeds of a good man will bear the light of open day, in the sight 
of our fellow-men, yet, as things may look well to the eye of man, 
while the heart is, nevertheless, far from right before God, it is neces
sary to bring our deeds to that light, which manifests whatsoever is 
reprovable, spoken of by the apostle Paul in his Epistle to the Ephe
sians, (chap. v. lS, 14,) which is the same as that treated of by the 
evangelist John, when in speaking of Christ, he says, "in him was 
tife, and the life was the Light of men," and declares that this was 
the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world, 
and Christ himself declares that it is the practice of him that doeth 
truth, "to bring his deeds to the Light, in order that it may be 
made manifest, that they are wrought in God;" if therefore, in bring
ing our deeds to this test, we should find that anything has gained 
an undue place in our affections, or that through unwatchfulness, and 
the evil propensity of our nature, the enemy of our souls has be
trayed us into sin, it is necessary that we humble ourselves, repent, 
and do our first works,-attend to the convictions of the Holy Spirit, 
and seek the pardon of our transgressions, through faith in Christ, 
who is not only our Mediator and Advocate with the Father, but " the 
propitiation for our sins," and that we abide in humble dependence 
upon God, waiting upon Him in watchfulness and prayer, for the re
newal of ou,· strength, in order that we may run in the way of holi
ness and not be weBTy, and walk therein and not faint. I had to re
mind the little congregation of these things, and to assure them, that 
to those who were so exercised, how much soever they might have 
been cast down, God would restore unto them the joys of his salva
tion, and uphold them by his free Spirit, and enable them to walk in 
his love, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, glorifying him in 
their bodies and in their spirits, which are God's ;-that such should 
feel his pr~ence to be with them in their daily course, and when as
sembled, to wait upon and worship Him in company, to their own 
peace, and to his praise. I also expressed a few words in prayer 
for such a state, extending to abstinence from all appe&l'anre of 
evil. 

29th 2nd mo. On the 27th inst. I received a very comforting 
letter from my dear sister, Sarah Backhouse, dated the 12th of 10th 
mo. 1835, and on the same day one of a very different character from 
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a young man in this colony, who has given way to temptation, and 
brought himself into difficulty, and now, like many others similarly 
situated, mistakes those who would willingly befriend him for his 
enemies, because they cannot mix their own characters with his, 
by giving him recommendations that would conceal his insta
bility. Being, through great mercy, recovered from my indisposition, 
I was able to write to Major Anderson, and to a prisoner on Norfolk 
Island, who is one of those that, in that place of exile of the worst oC 
the pruoners, has reflected upon the error of his ways, and there is 
some ground to hope, has turned to the Lord, along with a few 
~thers. I did not think it prudent to venture with my friends to the 
annual meeting of the Australian School Society this evening ; at 
which G. W. Walker yielded to the solicitations of those present to 
take the chair. A school for girls on this system has been organized 
in Friends' meeting-house; which is thus usefully occttpied on the 
days on which oo meetings are held. 

1st Srd mo. Samuel Marsden, and Henry T. Stiles called upoa 
es. The latter has lately been to Norfolk Island, to attend one of the 
men who was executed for murder: he gives an encouraging account 
or improveme_nt among the prisoners, and the good order of the set
tlement. He says the prisoners who appeared to be awakened whea 
we were there, still persevere in a reformed course ; the school is more 
numerously attended, and the thirst for religious instruction is mucll 
increued, 

2nd Srd mo. We waited upon the Governor, who received us very 
conrteously, and without any formality. He signified his approbation 
of our visiting the penal settlement at Moreton Bay, and the de
pot of educated prisoners at Port Macquarie. We had also an in
terview with the colonial Secretary, in which some conversation 
passed on the impolicy of mitigating the sentences to transportation 
of single women, who conduct themselves well in prison in England; 
u this description of women are likely to become settled, and use
ful in theae colonies, even more than many who come out aa free 
emigrants from among the lower classes, (thelatterbeingfrequendyas 
vicious, and not under the same wholesome restraint on landing,) and 
prisoners of this description are said generally to relapse into crime 
in England, and to come out at length when completely hardened. The 
more orderly females, who are very few in number, who come out 
as prisoners, are little heard of in the colony, after being assigned 
as servants, except it be when applications are made to allow of their 
marriage: but the disorderly are a constant souree of annoyance and 
disappointment to the settlers; and if they once be returned into that 
nursery of idleness, the penitentiary, or factory, as it is called now, 
most inappropriately, at Parramatta, into which it is said about nine
teen out of twenty in New South Wales, are at one time or other re
turned, they only; OD an a'f«age, are estimated to remain for sis: 
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weeks at a time in 1ervice, before being returned again to this place, 
on account uf inefficiency, idleness, drunkenness, insolence, or some 
other charge. 

4th 8rd mo. I had a conversation with a prisoner, who came 
into bondage through crime committed under the influence of strong 
drink. He was sentenced for fourteen years; six of which he must 
spend in virtual slavery, before even guod conduct can procure him 
lhe benefit of his own earnings, under the indulgence of a ticket-of
leave. His master, the attorney-general, gives the man a very good 
character. I ·distributed some of the Reports of the British and 
Foreign School Society, sent to my charge, one of which was to the 
Governor. 

5th 3rd mo. We had the satisfaction- of witnessing triumph of 
principle over interest, in the destruction of five puncheons of rum, 
containing four hundred and ninety-two gallons, and two hogaheads 
of Geneva, containing one hundred and sixteen gallon&. They 
were the property of our friend John Tawell, who had received 
them as part of an inveslment from his agent in England, who had 
not been apprised of the change in John Tawel's views respecting the 
use and sale of spirits, which now he cannot conscientiously be con
cerned in. He therefore represented the case to the Governor, who 
allowed them to be taken out of bond, free of duty, (under the same 
circumstances as if for export,) and under the charge of an officer of 
the customs, placed on board a staged boat, which took them out 
into the Cove, where the heads of the casks were removed, -and the 
contents poured into the sea. John Saunders, (the apostle of the 
temperance cause in New South Wales,) G. W. Walker, a friend of 
the otlicer in charge, and myself accompanied J. Tawell to witness 
this " new thing under the sun," in this colony ; and we w~re much 
pleased with the hearty manner in which the custom-house officec 
superintended this sacrifice of property to principle. Some persona, 
from neighbouring vessels, looked on with approval ; others with 
surprise; and others, not yet awake to the evils of spirit-drinking, 
expressed regret. One man, from a little vessel, cried out, " That'• 
real murder." One of the puncheons, being too near the edge of 
the boat, went overboard, and brought its top above the surface of 
tbe water, with much rum in it. It floated close by the same little 
vessel, and a man dipped a horn into it, to try to get a drink of tbe 
devoted fluid. It was now rum and water; but happily for the 
man, it was rum and salt-water; even his vitiated palate rejected 
it, and he poured it back to the rest, which was soon mingled with 
the briny flood. May we not hope that such an example will prov~ 
if not a lecture, a practical lesson on temperance, that will be bleaaed 
of the Most High. 

6th 8rd mo. (First-day.) The meetings were attended by 
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sennteen persons. They were seasons of deep exercise, in which a 
humiliating 1e11se of human infirmity was prevall'llt. Such seasons 
are painful and crucifying to the flesh ; but as they are patiently 
borne, they tend much to advance the work of regeneration, by giv
ing to man a just sense of his own helplessness, and of his state of 
dependence upon God. They make man feel the truth of the 
words of the Sa,iour; " without me ye ran do nothing;" and they 
ofien lead to deep searching of heart, lest the cause of such dispen
sations should be in ourselves. 

7tb Srd mo. At the request of the Governor we tvere informed 
by tbe Colonial Secretary, that the Isabella was about to proceed to 
Moreton Bay, and that we were at liberty to go in her to visit the 
penal aettlement there. 

9th Srd mo. We attended a lecture, by John Saunders, on the 
manufacture and sale of spirits. The lecturer faithfully denounced 
the production and sale of these pernicious fluids ; and by cogent 
argument proved, that when informed upon the subject, no one 
could continue to circulate this pestilential beverage, for the sake of 
gain, and be guiltless. 

Puu to Moreton Bay. 

On board the government schooner, Isabella, bound for the
penal settlement at Moreton Bay, New South Wales, 22nd of 
3rd mo. 1886. After taking an early breakfast with our kind 
friends, John and Mary 'Pawell, we called, on our way to the Isa
bella, at the house of Alexander M•Lea, the Coloni11l Secretary, to 
receive a letter of introduction to Captain Foster Fyans, the com
mandant, at Moreton Bay. The company on board the Isabella, 
which is of about one hundred and twenty-six tons burden, con
listed of forty-four prisoners, a guard of fifteen soldiers, (inclusive 
of a sergeant in charge, and two corperals) one wire of a soldier, the 
crew of the vessel, sixteen in numberp including James Boyle, 
master, and J01eph Moffat, mate, with G. W. Walker and myself; 
in all seventy-eight souls. The prisoners are chiefly men of short 
aeotences, for crimes committed in New South Wales, while under 
aentence of transportation to the colony. A few of them have be
fore been at Moreton Bay under similar circumstances. Before my 
companion l "ho had remained on 11hore till letters were delivered) 
came on board, I went among the prisoners, who were secure in a 
fore-hold, by chains from ankle to ankle; above which was passed 
a long chain, bolted at each end to the deck, so as only to allow them 
to mo•e a few feet. After some counsel respecting their conduct 
on board, I read to them the hundred and seventh Psalm, and made 
a few commeni, upon it. 
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2Srd Srd mo. I read a chapter to the prisoneni. These men 
were very clean when they came on board, and their prison was 
fresh white-washed, so as to make it as comfortable as sutb a place 
could be, t6 men fastened on a chain, and lodged, without blanket 
and other bedding, on the bare boards. Most of the prisonen 
looked pale, from sea-sickness, not being allowed to come on declr. ; 
for since the attempt at mutiny, on board the Governor Philip, about 
a year ago, which occurred when a chain of the-kind described, waa 
opened for the purpose of taking off a few prisoners, to let them have 
air on deck, the captains of these vessels, for their own safety, have 
kept the prisoners constantly below. After reading, I gave expres
sion to the desire excited in my mind that these misguided men 
might consider their own ways, and the love of God, who sent his 
Son into the world to save sinners. During the time I was with 
them I sat upon the steps, that descended to their prison, and ob
served some of the seamen and soldiers of the guard leaning down 
the hatchway, and listening attentively to what was communicated. 

25th 3rd mo. My companion was able to accompany me in vi
siting the pri~oners, to whom a portion of Scripture was read, and 
aome remarks made on the design of our Heavenly Father in cre
ating man liable to affliction, and in sometimes permitting his crea
tures to bring themselves under suffering: this design was shown to 
be, that they might consider their ways, and turn to the Lord. The 
rolling of the vessel, and the warmth of the weather have made the 
prisoners look very sickly: many of them hardly attempt to sit up. 
In the evening we were off Shoal Bay. The weather clear, with 
lightning in the horizon in the cast and south. 

26th 3rd mo. A brisk and fair breeze in the night brought aa 
to Cape Byron by morning, and we made good progress along the 
side of the land during part of the day: toward night we had a light 
aea-breeze, and stood off the land. There were many of the fires of 
the native blacks on this part of the roast, as well as on some other1 
that we have passed. A long sandy beach extends from Cape Byron 
to Point Danger, behind which are low woody hills, some of which 
are pointed : further back are mountains, some of which are of re
markable appearance, particularly Mount Warning, which in some di
rections presents a broadly conical base, surmounted by an abrupt peak, 
v,:ry perpendicular to the north. I take this mountain not to be 
less than five thousand feet high. We read to the prisoners, and again 
addressed them on subjects of eternal importance : they were very 
attentive. Many of them have recovered from their sickness, and 
are improved in their appearance. My patients are recoYering. 

27th 3rd mo. (First-<lay.) The captain enquired if we should 
wish the seamen and soldiers to be assembled on the quarter-deck: 
to which we replied, it would be pleasant to us to meet them, and 
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read to them a few chapters in the Bible. They assembled llt'COTd
iogly, and G. W. Walker read the epistle to the Ephesians, eubse
quently to my making a few remarh respet"ting the primitive church 
10 which it was addressed, and exhorting the company, as profe!!Bing 
to be Christian11, to compare their own state and practice with those 
treated of by the apostle. Though my own state of mind was one 
of depression and poverty, and deep sense of my own weakne~s, and 
liability to err, I ventured, after the reading, to express a little ex
ercise that was upon my spirit for the audience, and further matter 
opened before me as I proceeded both in doctrine and counsel. G. 
W. Walker also, had some service of an instructive kind, and before 
we parted vocal prayer ascended on their behalf. I was comforted in 
a little sense of the Divine pre~cnce being with us, as also in a subse
quent interview of a like kind with the prisoners. 

28th Srd mo. Before noon we were within sight of the pilot's 
station at Amity Point, Moreton Bay, and passed between two rocks 
above water, with a light breeze. The pilot reached the vessel 
about ao hour and a half after the flag was hoisted to signify that he 
had put off. The crew of his boat are prisoners. While in the part 
of the bay open to the sea, I saw a large turtle swimming not far 
from us: three species of turtle are met with here, one of which is 
black and unwholesome. The pilot conducted onr little vessel 
through the intricate channels, among sand-banks; the depth of 
water in some places not exceeding two fathoms and three quarters. 
A black man and boy Wi!re on the beach, near the pilot'• house; the 
former met the boat's crew, who went on shore for another boat to 
take the despatches in to the settlement, and assisted them. The 
pilot'11 dwelling is a neat-looking building, with red walls that look 
like brick ; but he told us it was of wood, and greatly infested with 
ecorpions, "centipedes, and such-like vermin. The land about 
the entrance of Moreton Bay is low and sandy, and generally 
covered with scrub. When the Isabella got into smooth water, 
we took the opportunity of reading to the prisoners and of con
Yening with them respecting their voyage, during which they 
had not even been furnished with salt water to wash themselves. 
The tide serving, the vessel proceeded on her way toward the west 
side of the bay, which within Moreton Island is about sixty miles 
long and twenty-five broad, and is full of sand-banks and numerous 
small islands, particularly to the southward, over most of which the 
water flows at spring-tides. At ten o'clock at night a part of our 
luggage was put into the pilot's boat, along with the despatches, and 
a number of small packages, and with a soldier u guard of the des
patches, we proceeded toward our point of destination on the Brisbane 
River, distant to the mouth about twenty miles. The night was 
fine and moonlight, but the temperature so low as to render the pro
tection of some of our warmer Rea-clothing very agreeable. About 
midnight we came upon some shoals, on which the boat was often 
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aground, but afler shoving her backward and forward, she was at 
length got into deeper water. The recollection that we were now 
on the utmost verge of that part of the British dominions inhabited 
by its white subjects, and these the very outcasts of civilized society, 
and surrounded by uncivilized tribes of blacks, often passed my 
mind with a feeling I could hardly deKribe; yet believing we were 
here in the allotment of religious duty, I could not desire to be in 
any other place, and though deeply sensible of my own unworthiness 
of the least of the mercies of the Moat High, I had a sense of hit 
power sustaining me, such as is to be accounted among the greatest 
of blessings. 

29th Srd mo. About two o'clock in the morning, the moon hu
ing set, and the tide being against ua, we landed on one of the 
islands on a little elevation scarcely above the reach of high-tide, 
and lighted a fire, by the aide of which our company refreelsed 
themselves with their hcmiely fare of maize, meal-bread, and 
water, to which some of them added a smoke of tobacco. The 
mangroves here were thick, with small oysters attached to the 
base of the stems of some of those within the influx of the tide: 
the arboreous species was a tree of moderate size. The prisoner
crew were very attentive, carrying us from and to the boat. and in 
other ways showing their good-will. Atier some of them had taken 
a nap on the ground, and we had amused ourselves by listening to 
the voices of grasshoppers and red-bills, and otber birds that cry in 
the night, (one of which almost said "Cuckoo,'' but in a tone that 
denoted alliance to the one that cries "More pork!") we re-embarked 
about three o'clock, and P-ntered the river, proceeding up it twelve 
miles to the penal settlement, called Brisbane Town. Brisbane 
River is of considerable width, and is navigable for small sloops; ii 
winds a little, and has a low shore, margined with mankroves and 
other trees and shrubs. Soon after six o'clock we landed at thtt 
wooden jetty, near to the quarters of the commandant, Captain Fos
ter Fyana, of the fourth. regiment, who received ua with much kind
ness, and afforded us all the attention and accommodation that OIU' 

circumatanres required. 

80th Srd mo. Captain Fyans introduced us to Peter Spicer, the 
supcrintendant of convicts, and requested him to make such arrange
ments as we should wish respecting visiting the prisoners, also to 
John S. Parker, the agricultural superintendent. who has charge of 
Eagle Farm, about seven miles down the river. P. Spicer, and 
ensign George Kennedy accompanied us in visiting the prisoners' 
barracks lumber-yard, penitentiary for female convicts, also under 
colonial sentence, and military school. Brisbane Town is prettily 
situated on the rising north bank of the ri,er, which is navigable 
fifty miles further up for small sloops, and has some fine cleared and 
cultivated land on the south bank, opposite the town ; aod adjacent. 
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to the gonrnment-bo111e, and on the same side aa the town, is the 
commandant's garden, and twenty-two acres of government-garden, 
for the growth of sweet potatoes, pumpkins, cabbages, and other 
,egetables for the pri&0ners. Bananas of two varieties grow here in 
abundance: the best flavoured goes under the name of plantain ; it 
is full of seeds, and is not the plantain of many other countries ; 
grapes, guavas, pine-apples, citrons, lemons, shaddocks, &c., thrive 
luxuriantly in the open ground, the climate being nearly tropical. 
Sugar-cane is grown for fencing, and there are a few thriving young 
coffee-plants, but not old enough to bear for two or three years, if 
they survive transplanting. The bamboo and Spanish reed ha•e 
been introduced, the former attains to about seventy feet in length, 
the upper twenty feet bending down with a moat graceful curve. 
Coffee and sugar will probably at some period be cultivated here u 
crops. The surrounding country is undulating, and covered with 
.tTees. To the west is a range of high woody hills, distant in a direct 
line five miles. We had a religious interview with the women in 
the Penitentiary, who are about thirty in number: as in most other 
cases, crime has been nursed by strong drink ; which has occasioned 
their reconviction, and some of them seem far from being properly 
sensible of their miserable condition. We had, however, the mes
age of mercy to convey to them, directing them to the convictions 
of the Holy Spirit, in their own conaciences, and inviting them 
to repent, and believe in Jeaua, at the same time denouncing sin. 

31st Srd mo. The day being very wet, we spent the chief part 
of it in writing. Continued rain at this season is apt to occasion the 
ungathered maize to aprout. We dined with Stephen and Rachel 
Owen, and at their table met several of the other officers of the esta
blishment. Stephen Owen is a son of the late John Owen, who was 
a secretary•to the British and Foreign Bible Society. Within a few 
years he has become a religiou11 character, and is remarkable for his 
firmneas in conforming to what he believes to be his religious duty, 
and for his tenderness of conscience : he suffers no visitors to inter
fere with bis family devotions. After tea the servants were called in 
u usual, and on this occasion I was requested to read a portion of 
Scripture; which I did. 

1st ,th mo. Being the day called" Good Friday'' no work was 
exacted from the prisoners; but they, with the military and civil 
officers, whether Protestant or Roman Catholic, assembled as on 
Firat-days in the chapel, where the prayers and lessons of the Epis
copal church (with a few omissions in deference to the Roman Catho
lica) were read in a becoming manner by Peter Spicer, the superin
tendent of convicts. After the service was gone through, I had a 
good deal to communicate, directing the audience to the convictions 
of the Holy Spirit, by which alone man can be brought savingly to 
eserciae faith in Cbriat, and to know Him u our Mediator and Ad•o-
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cate with the Father, and the propitiation for our sins, and through 
Him receive strength to walk in holiness. Prayer was also put up, 
in the name of Jesus for an enlightened understanding of these truths. 
From the time of Captain Fyans detaining the congregation, I kept 
my place, standing by the table, (except when engaged in vocal 
prayer,) in order to keep the congregation, who were ignorant of lhe 
practices of Friends, quiet, in the intervals of silence. At three 
o'clock we again met the male prisoners. G. W. Walker read the 
seventeenth of Acts, after which I addressed them on the importance 
of constantly bearing in mind, that we must all stand before the 
judgmeot-seat of Christ, and of considering our latter end. In the 
course of the day, we bad much conversation with our thoughtful 
friend Stephen Owen : he is a very interesting pious man.-The 
rain ceased, and before night the sky was clear. 

2nd 4th mo. was chiefly spent in walking for exercise. The 
surgeon was with us a part of the time, and two prisoners attended 
us, also a native black youth. We visited a forest on a low allu,ial 
soil, the Three-mile Scrub, through which there is a small stream. 
Some of the trees far exceed one hundred feet, and a few 
may be one hundred and fifty feet. Among the lofty ones, may 
be enumerated some eucalypti, called iron-bark, forest-mahogany, 
&c., and three species of fig, with leaves resembling those of 
laurel or magnolia. I measured one, which, as high as I could 
reach up, was forty feet in circumference; its roots formed wall-like 
abutments, which ran out from the butt of the tree over an area of 
thirty feet across. These fig-trees are very remarkable in their 
growth ; they often spring from st>eds deposited by birds in cavitiee 
of other trees, at perhaps fifty feet or more from the ground : from 
these elevated situations, where they grow among the rotten wood 
of decayed limbs, they send roots down to the ground, which in 
their course adhere to the tree : these again emit transverse, or 
diagonal roots, that fix themselves to others in their course to the 
ground, and those that reach the ground rapidly thicken, still spread
ing themselves upon the face of the foster-tree, which at length is 
completely encased and destroyed, and these gigantic parasites rear 
their towering heads above all the other trees of the forest, sending 
out vast limbs, and spreading their own roots in the earth, from 
which they sometimes grow without the aid of others to support 
them. The trunks and limbs of these and other trees, support 
several species of fern, and of parasitical plants of the orctris tribe. 
with fleshy leaves, and singular stems and flowers, and numerous 
climbing plants, with i;tems varying in thickness from that of pack
thread to that of a man's body, ascend into their tops, and send dowa 
their branches in graceful festoons. Among the slendere1· climbers 
were two species of passion-Rower, and one of jasmine, the 
most gigantic (which might properly bc"' called a climbing tree) 
belonged to a race of plants called apocineie. There were a1ao 
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three ~ of vites or ciaus, one of them with simple, and the 
other two with trifoliate leaves, -bearing grapes, about equal to Eng
lish sloes, but sweeter. The fruit of the figs is rather dry, 'but it is 
eaten by the native blacka, and by numerotts birds. Some of die 
pods of the Moreton Bay chesnut, which is a fine tree, with leaves 
like thmie of the European walauts, are ten inches long and eight 
round ; they contain seve,al seed■, in siz.e and colour resembling 
horse-cbesnuta, in fta-vour between a Spanish-chesnut and a fresh 
ripened bean, with a alight degree of bitterness. The blacks roa■t 
tllem, and soak them in water, and eat them. One of the ferns that 
grows in the trees is aa large aa a full-grown Scotch cabbage, and 
is remarkably beautiful. There sre also several beautiful ferns 
on the ground. Among the striking plants was a plant called 
tararoot, which the natives beat and roast, repeating the ope
ration till they get rid of its acrimonious principles, when they eat 
it, and the taste is said to be pleasant. In the margins al these 
woods, are very beautiful climbers, and among the gr888 there is a 
remarkable climbing nettle. In the forest fa a nettle attaining to 
the aize of a large timber-tree, but the wood is very soft : it is 
urtica gigaa. The trees and plants I have noticed, with many 
others, grow in moist alluvial soils ; bot in the hills, mnny of which 
are dry with quartzy gr&Yel, the trees beTong chiefty to eucalyptus 
trislamise, cassuarina, and acacia; and in the better soils, the Mo~ 
ton Bay pine is interspersed. This tree is said to form extensive fo,. 
rats further into the interior. One of the men who was witn WI shot 
a pigeon of a lead colour, with a reddish-brown crest, about the size 
of the English wood-pigeon ; it is calle.d the .cockatoo-pigeon. 
Some of the pigeons here vie with parrots in the gaiety of their 
pfu~e, and there are numerous species of large and gay butter
flies. Snakes are frequent : the largest species, called the car
pet-snake, is harmless; its skin is sometimes pr.e~d for making 
into slippers, &c. There are also several species of lizards, some 
of them very large, and prettily marked: they are eaten by the 
natives. One kind, of a moderate size, baa a large fringed, or rather 
toothed, tippet, opening at the back, which it spreads when irritated: 
it■ colour is blackish brown, with lighter markings. 

Srd 4th mo. (First-day.) This being the First-day in ihe 
month, was mw,ter-day, when, after the reading of the prayers and 
lessons of the Episcopal Church to the prisoners, &c., the regula
tions for their conduct, &c. are read to them, and subsequently such 
prisoners as think their continuance of good conduct entitles them 
to any indulgenct-, or relaxation of the severity of their 11entence, 
prefer their petitions to the commandant. These matters occupying 
a considerable portion of time, we concluded in the forel:loon to 
Tisit the women in the penitentia1y, to whom a chapter was read, 
and some counsel addressed. We were accompanied by Stephen 
Owen, who was also with us when we met,the m le prisoners at 

D1g1tized by \JOOS e ff 



58 

1hree o'clock in the afternoon, with whom we had an open lime io 
conveying Christian counsd, and inviting them lo return to the 
Lord, as to a merciful parent, who had chastised tliem in order to 
turn them from the error of their way~, and lo bring them to be 
reconciled to Him, through the death of his Son, that they wighl 
become inheritors of everlasting life. 

Penal Settlement of Moreton Bay, N. S. Wales. 4-th of 4-th mo. 
1836. We visi1ed the establishment at Eagle Farm, six miles from 
Brisbane town, toward the mouth of the river: it is under the su
perintendence of John S. Parker, who with his wife reside there in 
a small cottage, close by the huts formerly occupied by the male 
prisoners, by whose labour seven hundred acres of land was formerly 
cultivated, chiefly in maize. At present there are no male prisoners 
here, but a small number of females are placed in some of the 
l1uts, and employed in fieltl·labour: they are kept in close confine
ment during the night, and strictly watched during the day ; yet il 
is found very difficult to preserve order among them. The number 
of women at Eagle Farm ia now forty, Though these women are 
twice convicted, and among them are no doubt some of the mos& 
depraved of their sex, yet they received from us n religious visit 
with gladness; and the sense of the Divine presence was with us, 
s_treogtbening us to proclaim the message of mercy through Him, 
who came "to seek and to save that which was lost," and in de. 
daring the day of the vengeance of God on those who continue ia 
sin. 

• 7th 4-th 010. Was chiefly spent in packing, and other desultory 
occupations. We dined at a late hour with Stephen Owen, and at 
his table again met Peter Spicer and Frederick W. Waldron. Much 
conversation passed on subjects of the highest importance, among 
which was that of temperance; and in the course of the evening 
S. Owen invited the company to witness the destruction of the stock 
of spirituous liquors, amounting to sixteen bottles, the contents of 
which were poured into the yRrd, and he afterwards signed the de
claration of the Temperance Society. On enquiring of Frederick W. 
Waldron respecting an article of diet used by the blacks, which they 
call cobra, or cowbra. and which they appear to be fond of, he told 
us he had been driven to eat it himself, when lost in the bush, near 
Port Macquarie, and tliat he found it very palatable; it is a species 
of teredo, or augur-worm, which is partially enclosed in a shelly 
case, and abounds in bogs within the reach of salt-water, which it 
pcl'forntcs till they almost re~emblc honeycomb. After the family 
re:iding, I had an open time in vocal prayer. 

!)th 4th mo. We ag~in visited Eagle Farm, wl1crc we had an.o
tl1cr satisfactory interview with the female prisoners; with whom a 
selection of tracts was left, or rather a selection was left with J. S. 
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l>atker for fl1eir use; for which they expressed thankfolnesa, being 
very destitute of books, even to the want of Bibles, which the 
prisoners generally have not access to, even on First-days. 

10th <Ith mo. (First-day.) We had religious interviews with the 
patients in the hospital, the officers, military and male prisoners, the 
female prisoners, and again with the male prisoners, to whom, when 
uaembled for worship, we ex.tended much counsel. We also had a 
season of religious retirement nod labour with some of the officers at 
the quarters of S. 0. in the evening, and in the course of the 
day distributed cotton handkerchiefs to sixteen native black men 
and boys, who seemed much plenscd with them, and not less so, with 
some bananas, given them by Captain Fyans. The blacks here show 
less valae for articles of European manufacture, than those of some 
other parts of the colony; and, though less conmminated by inter
course with white people, nre evidently less civilized: they, however, 
find sweet potatoes, maize, and other food, such as they obtain 
from the military and officers, so much superior to the roots they 
feed upon in greai measure in their native haunts, that some of the 
males daily visit the settlement to obtain them. 

I Ith 4th mo. We took a final leave of the officers -of the penal 
aettlement, from whom we have received much kind attention, and 
embarked on board the Commandanfs gig, a fine boat of eight oars, 
but on this occasion rowed by seven, in order to allow accommoda
tion for more passengers. We arrived at Amity Point, where the 
Isabella wAII lying, before sunset, and went on shore. Even in this 
remote spot, we observed some symptoms of the baneful influence 
of strong drinlc. The tribe on Amity or Stradbrook Island, ia 
eotnposed, like those resorting to Brisbane town, of fine-personed 
people, in compsrison with those about Sydney. Only two or three 
of those on Amity Island will drink spirits, or smoke tobacco. Their 
intercourse with the whiie people at this station, has not increased 
their virtue, but it has evidently advanced them a few steps towards 
civilization beyond those of Brisbane town, and some of them can 
speak a little English. Pride produces ita painful effects among these 
people, B.li well as among those who profess civilization and Christi
anity, and among whom it is less tolerable. The moles of this tribe of 
aborigines ornament themi;elves by cuttins their flesh, and keeping it 
from healing till it forms elevated marks, more than any we hnve 
seen before : they cut nineteen ritlges, that look like ribs, right 
arros, their breasts, from the line of their arm-pits downwards : one 
man about six feet high, named Doggery, had them as wide as my 
thumb, and half as much elevated: their backs and thighs are thickly 
marked, with lighter zigzag lines of great regularity: the right 
shoulder is marked with lines like epaulettes, and the left with irregu
lar scars received in combat with stone-knives·; with which, on such 
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occasions, they wound one another on the left shoulder, Jefl thigh, or 
left leg. 

I !th 4th mo. The wind not favouring our departure, we went on 
ahore, and had a religious inte"iew with the white people, who were 
assembled in the boat-ahed, which afforded good accommodation, and 
was cool :-a great advantage in thia nearly tropical climate. We 
afterwards presented about fifty blacks with printed cotton handker. 
chiefs, and also gave some of these useful articles to the boats' crews, 
as a token of our good-will and acknowledgment of their attentive 
aervices. It was agreed to visit Moreton Island as soon as the tide 
served, which was about noon. 

18th 4th mo. The Isabella was under weiili, as 100n as the tide, 
and a light breeze admitted, but a fog rendered it unsafe to attempt 
to proceed through the intricate channel : the anchor was therefore 
dropped till the turn of the tide allowed of returning to Amity Point. 
G. W. Walker went on shore to walk, and was joined by Sandy, a 
young black who has become half-domesticated among the soldiers. 
The rain soon compelled us to return. We saw but little that had 
not before come under our notice on Moreton Island. On Amity 11-
Jand, there is a native chtb-shaped calabash (lagenaria vulgaria, var. 
elnrats;) The tribe of blacks on Amity or Stradbrook Island, ia on 
good terms with the whites stationed here: but in time put, boda 
at this atation and at Brisbane Town, a few white people were da
t'POyed· by them : some of the blacb were also shot by the usurpe,9 
of (heir country, who plead that fire-arms are necenary to keep the 
native■ in subjection, and use them to keep them from stealing their 
maize. While the rain continued, a number of the blacb amaed 
themselftl by some of their dancing feats. One of them beat t~ 
of their boomerings together for music : these, it may be remem
bered, are flat, elbowed pieces of hard wood, and produced a dearen• 
i~g claclc: the men danced to the time, or rather stamped to it, 
often also changing· the poaition of their hands, and using great 
musculST exertion, till every pat't of their bodies and limbs qui,. 
vered, and at the same time they chaunted with a loud voice, ia 
which they were assisted by the women, who also added to t11e noise 
by tbeir bands. At one time all the women were ordered Mt, not 
being allowed to witness a dance, in which I could r.ee 11othing to 
require their absence. Twice the men laid down on their backs 
forming a circle with their feet toward the centre;- in this poeiuoo 
they drew up their legs, and then threw them out violently: ooce, 
when the rain abated, they went out, collected bushes, and held 
them over their heads and shoulders, or under their arms wliile they 
danced. They seemed to enjoy this kind of boisterous child's play~ 
for auch it greatly resembled; and perhaps, if custom did not blind 
to the folly of many of the amusements practised in tbe ci,cles of 
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society considered as civilized, some of them would be seen to be 
quite as absurd, and even more unmeaning, This, I confess, is my 
view ; and I consider that, in abandoning the description of amuse
ments to which I hue alluded, the Society of Friends have made a 
great advance in true civili1ation beyond the rest of the world, and 
has by 10 doing avoided much that ia inimical to Christian sobriety, 
and turned their relaxations into a channel much more rational, 
and conducive to domestic happiness. We took tea with Lieutenant 
Ouer and George Kennedy, at the quarters of the former, and 
afterwards proceeded with them to visit a village of the natives, 
about a mile and a half along the coast: it consisted of a numbe1· 
of huts, formed of sticks, bent into arched frame-work, and covered 
with tea-tree bark, so as to form weather-tight sbelters, just high 
enough to allow the inmates to sit upright in them, and equal in 
comfort to the tilts inhabited by the gipsies in England, Their 
form was somewhat like the longitudinal half of an egg, but a~ 
proaching that of a bee-hive, an opening of arched form being left 
at the larger end; at the outside opposite to which was a little fire, 
at which many of the women were roasting fern-root, this was 
atierward held by one hand on a log of wood, while its whole length 
wu beaten or pounded by a stone held in the other hand, ao as to 
break the woody fibre. In this state it is eaten, without removing 
fint the charred surface, and its taste is something like a waxy po
tatoe, but more gelatinous. In most instances there was a man and 
a woman in each hut, and in some of them a few children ; but the 
number of the children is small in comparison with the families of 
Europeans. Many of the huts had shelters of leafy boughs placed 
.o aa to keep off the wind. We were informed that these people 
had aeveral of such villages on the island, and that they resorted to 
one or to another, according to the weather and season of the year, 
and the contiguity of food, At present they are near the entrance 
of the bay, between Moreton and Stradbrook blends, depending 
chieffy on the shoals of mullet for supply : a few weeks ago they 
went further into the interior, collecting honey. At some seuona 
they resort to places producing wild fruits, and in wet weather to 
elevated aituations, contiguous to those parts of the coast abounding 
in oysten, which are easy to obtain : in these last situations their 
buts are said to be large enough for a man to stand up in. On 
Stradbrook and Moreton Ialands, there arc hills of considerable 
elevation : moat of them are covered with trees, and have woody 
gulliea between them. 

14th 4th mo. The bar being impassable, on account of the surf 
raised by stormy weather at sea, we could not proceed on our voyage. 
Within the shelter of the islands the water is smooth, and the 
weather fine. Our party went again to Moreton Island, and ob
tained a11other plentiful supply of fish : the kinds they caught were 
mullet, pimbore, and guard-fish: pimborc is,h e~ve name of R 
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superior kind of fish, larger thnn the mullet of tl1ese seas. We abo 
picked up a few shells, nnd saw some gigantic cranes nnd fishing
eagles, a considerable number of pelicans, and large flocks of curlews, 
terus, and red-bills. In a snndy place, accessible to the sea in high 
tides, I met with a species of casuarina, which appears to be c. muri
cata of the Eait Indies and the Molucca Islands. It is very inter
esting to see the RssemblRge of vegetable productions here, belong
ing also to China and lndiA.. Surely He, who decorated the world 
with ornament, is glorified in these, his lower works: in which there 
is an alliance, an order, and a variety, which is calculated to excite 
glorification antl praise from those by whom they are sought out; 
yet how lamentably is it the case, that naturalists too generally 
rarely look to the Creator, but suffer the creatures so to absorb their 
attention, that they become as their idols. In the evening we again 
visited the camp of the natives on Amity or Stradbrook Island, 
where many of the women were preparing their fern-root by roast• 
ing and beating it. One of the old women was busy, twisting rushes 
to make a dilly or bag. The base of the rushes is pale coloured, the 
portion included in a sheath at the base, or just emerging from it, of 
a pinky hue, and the top green; by arranging the knot, so as to 
form diagonal lines Across the bag, these colours are brought into a 
tasteful order by these poor creatures, who have been so erroneously 
represented below all other human beings in capacity, in which 
respect they are probably equal to the rest of mankind, yet it is true 
they are low in regard to civilization. 

15th 4th mo. The sea still breaking too heavily on the bar to 
nllow of the Isabella going out, we again went on shore on Amity 
Island, and took a long walk, which is a great relief from the close
ness of a small vessel in a warm climate. 

20th 4th ma. A fine breeze brought us off Port Macquarie, 
where we have had leave to order the captain to land ua; but the 
wind was unfavourable, and soon afte1· we passed the place, a calm 
occurred, while the swell set in so heavily to the shore, that we were 
glad we had not urged the point, as it could not have been 
effected without great risk to the vessel, in which are fifty-two souls, 
inclusive of seventeen soldiers, one of their wives, three children, 
ten male, and two female prisoners, whose colonial sentences have 
expired. The coast here presents a series of woody hills, on some 
of which there are extensive patches of sand. 

23rd 4th mo. The night was very boisterous. The vessel laid 
to, under storm-sail driving to the northward of west. Y esterdny 
we were above the latitude of Sydney. This morping we were off 
Newcastle, but in the course of the day recovered n little of our 
southing. George Kennedy and myself have been little out of our 
berths for the last two days. 
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24th 4th mo. (First-day.) The gale continuing, and being 
against our course, and the stock of provisions being very low, the 
captain concluded to run for Newcastle. When off that port, a gun was 
fired, and a signal made, which was answered by one that perplexed 
us, signifying that the t.ide had begun to ebb; we therefore again beat 
off the land; but on referring to the tables, it was found that the ebb of 
the tide could not have commenced, but that the tide would yet flow 
for several hours ; we therefore ngain approached the shore, fired 
another gun, and made another signal. This was answered by one 
such as we desired, and aoon by a 11econd, indicating that the pilot 
bad left the shore to board us; he soon reached the Yessel, and 
under his prompt instructions we beat, by tacking several times, into 
a place of safety, under a natural, though imperfect breakwater, ter
minated by an islet, called Knobby. In entering this port, the vessel 
came close to the breakers, first on one aide, then upon the other. 
The tidewaiter and another officer soon boarded us to kno" our 
buainess. After the captain, G. Kennedy, and the stranger officers 
had gone on shore, we mustered such of the people as inclined to 
meet with us, and read a chapter from the New Testament, which 
was followed by some ministerial service. It was far from a bright 
time. There is reason to fear, that more of a disposition to murmur 
at the privations that have been endured, though these have by no 
means been great, exists among our ship's company, than to give 
thanks for the unmerited mercies continued to us. The fruits 
brought forth forbid the suppoaition of many on board, being re
newed in the spirit of tl1eir minds. Last night the toppinglift of our 
mizen sail broke, when two men were on the boom, which swung 
over the side, but they escaped injury, and kept their hold: another 
man received a severe bruise by it, and would have gone overboard, 
but that his leg got jammed between a water-cask and the bulwark. 
This poor fellow, though unable to turn in bed from his injury, 
seems thankful for his escape from a watery gra•e, from which, in a 
dark night, in a high sea, he could not have been rescued had he 
gone overboard. 

25th 4th mo. The gale continuing, we went on shore, The 
wind being on the increase, and still from the south, rendered it un
likely we should be able to reach Sydney for several days by the 
Isabella, we therefore concluded to try the steam-pac'ket Ceres, which 
put to sea about nine o'clock in the evening; but she was unable to 
make way against the wind and waves, and about midnight we again 
came to anchor at Newcastle. 

26th 4th mo. We went on shore, and spent most of the day 
"ith George Brooks, Samuel Augustus Perry, (the deputy surveyor
general,) and Walter Scott; the two last, and many others, being, 
like ourselves, delayed here hy the storm. In the afternoon we took 
a walk, in which we passed the public . huria -groun

1
d, or as it is 
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usually called, "church-yard," in which a detachment of an ironed
gang was at work, under an overseer and three sentries. We under
stand that these men, about thirty in number, had been occupied 
here about a month in making eome improvements, that I think a 
quarter of their number of industrious men would have effected in 
the time. As it seems likely some days may elapse berore a voyage 
can be made with comfort to Sydney, we have concluded to proceed 
to Lake Macquarie, and visit the establishment of Lancelot Edward 
Threlkeld, who is there employed by the government as a missionary 
to the aborigines : with this view we have engaged the services of 
Beerabahn, or M'Gill, the chief of the tribe of blacks resorting 
thither, as our guide. M•Gill is a tall, intelligent man, but fond 
of rum, which is often given to him by the military and other 
pereons, from mistaken kindness, greatly to hie injury, At the lower 
farm, near the head of Lake Macquarie, and about ten miles from 
Newcastle, we called on William Clarke and his wife, who emigrated 
to these colonies many years ago, and are in prosperous circum
stances, though living in a rough hut of split timber and bark. We 
soon were made acquainted with the character of these people, and 
learned that W. Clarke was formerly in the life-guards, and that ill
health induced him to seek a more congenial climate; that after 
many mortifications and losses in Van Dieman's Land, they came to 
this colony, where they have been more successful in their temporal 
affairs. W. Clarke bears a good character among bis neighbours : 
he is a man of some religiou1 knowledge, who endeavours to stir 
others up to a senae of their duty to God. Many of the more open 
places abounded with grasstree of low growth, and with gigantic 
lily, the flower stems of which rise from ten to twenty feet high. 
These stems, we were informed by M'Gill, were roasted and eaten by 
tbe blacks, who cut them for this purpose when they are about a foot 
and a half high, and thicker than a man's arm: the blacks also roast 
the roots, and pound them into a sort of cake, which they eat cold i 
they also roast and pound the seeds of zamia spiralis, and then place 
the mass for two or three weeks in water, to take out the bitter prin .. 
ciple, after which they are eaten. M'Gill thought potatoes were 
better than most vegetables they used: be said, in this neighbour. 
hood the blacks bad thrown away the use of fern-root. These 
people find that maize, potatoes, bread, and other articles produced 
by the industry of white people, are so much better than their own 
native articles of diet, that they stay much about the habitations of 
the European population, and do little job111 for which they get these 
articles in return : they also find this kind of provision more cer .. 
tainly to be relied upon, which induces them to keep near to the 
usurpers of their country, notwithstanding the abuse and indignity 
they sometimes meet with, and their liability to be fired upon, if seen 
helping themselves among the growing Indian corn. The sun had 
just ~et when we reached the residence of L. E. Threlkeld and his 
numerous family, from whom we received a kin ~wclco e: they soon 
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providN U9 with a refreshing ('(lp of rea, and n-e spent a ple111:111t 
evening in their Com(>llny, and had aome religious service at theia· 
family reading of the Holy Scripture■. • 

28th Ith mo. The forenoon was ol"Cupied in looking over the 
laboun of L. E. Threlkeld in attaining the language of the abori~ 
gines, and reducing it to writing, compiling a grammar, preparing a 
translation of the Gospel 8(.'('ording to Luke, and some smaller se
lections from Scripture, alllO a vocabulary; all of which bespeak 
great perseverance and industry, taking also into at'COUDt the length 
of time ia which this individual has been employed in the mission, 
in which he has been unassisted by any other missionary. He has 
had, at the aame time, to provide for his own family: he has now 
nine children : his resources arc small; his salary one hundred and 
fifty pounds per annum, allowed by the government to clothe aml 
feed four prisoner-servonts, in addition to others clothed at l1is own 
expense, and by whose assistance he bas cleared a portioo of his 
land, about sixty acres, at the expense of much lal,our. In the after
noon we walked with our host over his own cultivated lan<l, antl 
along a woody point, extending into the lake, where some blacks 
were fishing, to whom L. E. Threlkeld spoke a few words in refer
ence to the Deity, to which they attended with gravity. It seems 
far li-om true, that these people have no illea of a Supreme Being, 
though their iJeas are not very definite. 

1st 5th mo. (First-day.) We were present during the season 
devoted to public worship in L. E. Threlkeld's family. An oppor
tunity was afforded for the relief of the exercises of my companion 
and myaelf, of wl1ich we availed our11elve!I, after having read a por
tion of Scripture. A considerable part of the time we were assembled 
was spent in silenre. In this family a portion of Scripture is daily 
read1 morning and evening; immediately 111\er which L. E. Threl
kelll prays extemporaneously. There is ofien ■ome degree of Di
vine iaOuencc to be felt on these occasions; but I am convinced 
that a greater measure of this solemn feeling, under which the soul 
is refreshed, and feeds on the bread of life, would be witnessed, if 
more of a waiting spirit were cultivated, and time allowed for the 
mind to feel its own situation in silence before the Lord. It is sel
dom that any of the blacks are present on these ocrasions, the 
rooD11 of L. E. Thr~keld's humble weather-boarded house being 
too smoll to admit more than the family and servants, and L. E. 
Threlkehl not having thought it best to press these subjects upon 
them till he was master of their language. He is now anxious to 
get a room large enough for their accommodation erected, and a few 
huts for those who generally remain in the neighbourhood. He oc
casionally apeaks hem on subjects of eternal importance, to 
whid, they liste 1th gr vity, though nothing of Christian charac
ltt is yet eithi • ed among ·~~{,em. Among the marks of improve-

0,g,1,,ed by Google I 



66 

ment, in regar<l to civilization, l!xhibiteJ by the blades hel't', may be 
noticed, their wearing clothes, and consequent abandonment of the 
practice of ornamenting themselves by Clltting their flesh; their 
ceasing to knock out a tooth, on their youths attaining to manhood; 
thcil' increased intelligence and friendly feeling toward the white 
population, and their willingness to do little turns of work, for re
wards in ftour, tobacco, clothing, &c. 

2nd 5th mo. After an early breakfast we took leave of the 
family of our host. He accompanied us across a part of the lake, 
which is about twenty-five miles long, and seven wide, and has a 
narrow outlet to the sea. We landed at the station of Jonathan 
Warner, a visiting magistrate of Brisbane. About two miles from 
the town there is a singular spring of water, that rises a few inches 
above the surface of the ground, inside of the trunk of a spotted 
gum-tree, a root of which has probably tapped the spring: the 
water is accessible by an inversely heart-shaped hole in the tree, 
and occasionally flows Ollt in wet weather. At Newcastle we were 
again kindly received by George Brooks and his wife, and rewanled 
our guides with bread, tea, sugar, and tobacco. They were joined 
by another of their tribe on the way, whose name was Macquarie. 
and we saw several other parties passing backward and forward. 
They sometimes amused themselves and us, by throwing their 
boomerings, which make circuits almost like the flight of birds. In 
the course of our walk we fell in with some remarkable regiments 
of hairy caterpillars, following one another in long lines, the head 
of each, but the first, touching the tail of the one before it. In the 
afternoon we again embarked in the steamer Ceres, a fine veaw}, 
carrying ttvo engines, each forty-horse power, and again put to 11H 
for Sydney, with a contrary wind and rough 11ea. Among the pas
sengers on board we found William Ullathorne, one of the Roman 
Catholic priest", and an intelligent, gentlemanly man. He has twice 
visited Norfolk Island, and he says he is convinced that crime baa 
diminished fully one-third at that penal settlement, since his first visit. 

Re/urn lo S9dne9. 

3rd 5tl1 mo. At day-break we entered Port Jackson, and l11nded 
at Sydney about seven o'clock, after a rough Yoyage of sixteen hours. 

5th 5th mo. Seven persons, including George W. Walker and 
myself, were present at the week-day meeting, which was held in 
silence, except a few eApressions in prayer ; but we felt it to be a pri
vilege again to meet in this manner to wait upon the Lord. 

8th 5th mo. First-day. Was very wet. Only seven persons 
were at our meeting in the morning, and eight in the afternoon. 
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Both were silent seasons, except that I gave expressions to a few 
Hntenc:es in prayer, in the morning. Our black gnides, M•Gill and 
Boatman, from Lake Macqunrie, called to see u,. They are in 
town in consequence of the trial of some aborigines, to whom, on 
behalf of the government, in conjunction with L. E. Threlkeld, 
M'Gill acts as interpreter. We gave them some articles of clothing, 
with which they were much pleased. These poor creatures called 
upon us several times afterwards, during their &tay in Sydney. 
They were mostly in a state of excitement, from taking strong 
drink, which having acquired a liking for, they are easily persuaded 
to take. They are not like the same people, when in towns, as they 
are when remote from places where they are incited to vice, ,md 
where many of the white population take a pleasure in leading them 
into it. 0 the dreadful barbarism and desperate wickedness of the 
white population of this land I It exi11t11 among all ranks, and pre
vails to an awful extent, and exhibits itaelf, both towards the blacks 
and towards the people of their own colour, in various ways. My 
heart aches for them while I write. It is well for this land that 
there are in it a few who fear God and work righteousness; but it 
ia mournful to think how few they are. 

9th 5th mo. Abraham Davy arrived from Launceston, by the 
William, being assigned by Colonel Arthur to my service, in con
sideration of the uprightness of his character; on account of which 
the lieutenant-governor of Van Dieman's Land wished to prevent 
bia having to be taken into the prisoners' barracks, or assigned to 
any one who could not make allowance for his religious scruples as 
a Friend, when necessarily removed from his post in the police-office, 
on account of an order from the Home Government to remove all 
prisoner-clerks from public offices. A. Davy may be useful to us, 
in IDAllY respects, and is not likely to be an addition to our ex
penlleS, having, by his industry, provided for himself, when allowed 
to occupy his leisure time out of office-houni for his own benefit, and 
still being di.tposed to labour for his own support. 

12th 5th mo. The week-day meeting was very small. To me it 
was a season of comfort, notwithstanding a prevailing sense of my 
own weakness and poverty. The clear perception of these is the 
direct work of the Holy Spirit. If we have any just sense of the 
1tate of man before his Maker, it must be a perception of his 
helplessnesa; and that without Christ, the best of men can do no
thing for the glory God, the edification of one another, or for the 
salvation of their own souls: and it is by waiting upon God in the 
depth of humiliation, that we have the evidence of being reconciled 
to Him, through the death of his Son, confirmed to u11 from season 
to season, and know a union one with another, and with Christ 
and through Him with the Father: also the fulfilment of the prayer of 
our holy Redeemer for us; for he praycth not for his immediate dis-
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ciples alone, but for all who should believe on him, through their 
word, " That they might be one, Rs," said he, " thou, Father, art 
in me and I in thee; that they also may be one in us, that they 
may be one, even as we are one; I in them, and thou in me, that 
they may be made perfect in one." John, xvii. 21, 22, 23. 

24th 5t'1 mo. We received a call from L. E. Threlkeld, who ia 
about to return to Lake Macquarie; the black who was tried having 
beeu acquitted, and the olhers discharged. In the course of thi1 
trial, one of the barbarous white evidences stated, in open court, 
that he considered the blacks no more than the beasts of the field, 
which is n sentiment very prevalent among the white population of 
the colony. The presiding judge made use of the occasion to ex• 
press his abhorrence of such a sentiment, and his conviction that 
they were human beings, responsible before God, in whose sight 
killing them was as truly murder as the killing of human beings 
of any other description ; that they were also responsil>le to the 
laws of the colony, and must be protected by them ; and that he 
was glad that, through the medium of a respectable missionary, 
their causes were capable of being pleaded in that court. 

25th 5th mo. Through the medium of the Colonial Secretary we 
presented the Governor with a report on our visits to the penal !et• 

tlement at Moreton Bay, and the missionary station at Lake MIC• 
quaric, 

26th 5th mo. Seven persons constituted the week-day meeting. 
In the courso of it I had to encourage this little company by the 
revival of th~ Saviour's gracious assurance of his presence among 
the two or three gathered together in his name, and to exhort 
them to a bumble faith in the mercy of God, and to a waiting 
upon Him, in order to " feel after him,'' and to witness his spirit 
lo govern and lead in the way of salvation. 

29th 5th mo. First-day. The mcetin&B were small and silent. 
The struggle to maintain the watch was great, but at timea there 
was a sense of the presence of the henvenly Shepherd; and whe
ther in meetings, or at seasons of family worship, (including pauaes 
before and after meals,) or at times when retired 11lone, or engaged 
in our daily avocations, this sense of whnt may not irreverently be 
termed the smile of the countennnce of our heavenly Father, upon 
his depending children, rejoices their henrts, and raises the tribute 
(uttered or unexpressed) of thanksgiving and praise to his ever• 
adorable name. In the evening we made a call upon a family, in 
which some converi;alion occurred in defence of the views of tlu: 
gospel taken by Friends. 

3nl 6th mo. By 1hc Camden, which goi into Port Jaek:,;on 
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yesterday, I received a Jetter from my dear sister, Elizabeth Back
house, dated 16th 2nd mo. containing much information of a 
deeply-interesting nature. The frequency of communication with 
my beloved connexions in England, makes my long absence from 
them much more comfortable than might otherwise have been 
lhe case; and having been enabled to surrender them and myself 
also co the Lord, I am enabled likewise to cast all my care upon 
Him. The rain being heavy, and nearly incessant, confined us to 
the house. I spent most of the day in writing. 

4th 6th mo. I addressed a letter to Dennis Shea, one of the pri
sooers on Norfolk Island, before noticed as awakened to religious 
thoughtfulness. 

5th 6th mo. First-day. The attendance of persons who usually 
frequent Friends' meeting was small. Three young men, who ar
rived hy the Camden, mechanics from the neighbourhood of Lon
don, who have been in the practice of attending Friends' meeting!!, 
made, with another stranger, the nnmbel' fourteen, in the forenoon. 
In the afternoon only eleven were present. Amelia Brown, George 
W. Walker, and myself were engaged in short testimonies in the 
forenoon; and [ also expressed a few sentences in the afternoon. 
We were kept low and dependent; but I felt thankful that we were 
preaerved without any other dependence than the Lord. 

6th 6th mo. We sent oft' a number of parcels of books and tracts 
for persona that we have visited in the interior, and, with the leave 
of the Colonial Secretary, forwarded some to Captain Fyans, for the use 
of 1be prisoners at Moreton Bay, accompanied by a Bible, and a 
few trifles for himself, as an acknowledgment or our obligation to 
him for the kindness received, when we were bis guests. We also 
sent Bibles to four of the prisoners on Norfolk Island, and a copy 
of Barclay's Apology to Dennis Shea, through the medium of the 
Colonial Secretary. 

71h 6th mo. Believing it right to in\'ite the inhabitants of Syd
ney co a meeting for public worahip, some steps were taken regard
ing the notice. 

9th 6th mo. Nine persons were present at the week-day meet
ing, in which I bad some ministerial service. A letter from 1he 
Colonial Secretary conveys information of the Governor having or
dered a rood of the land reserved in the vicinity of Sydney, for the 
reception of the dead, for the use of the Society of Friends. We 
received a friendly letter from S . .Marsden, to introduce us to some 
of his friends on the Hunter Uivcr. 

l:lth 6Lh mo. (Fir~L-day.) The mt:eting-houi;c wai; about two
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thirds filled this forenoon; (about one hundred and sixty persons 
being present:) most of the company were males. I wu much 
oppressed, under a sense of the lamentable want of a true hunger
ing and thirsting afier righteousness, in the congregation, among 
whom there were, nevertheless, some pious persons. I had some 
service in testimony, beginning with the declaration, " It is a fear
ful thing to fell into the hands of the living God," and also in sup
plication ; but it could not be said of this meeting that Truth was 
over all. I fear this was far from being the case. At the con
clusion, notice ,,as given of the hours of meeting, on First-day 
nfiernoons and Fifth-days. At three o'clock about thirty persons 
assembled, with whom we sat an hour and a half in silence. My 
own state was one of greet emptiness, and under- such circum
stances [ dared not to attempt expression, much as the people 
seemed to need religious instruction. Tracts were distributed at 
the close of the meetings. 

18th 6th rno. Our kind friend, the Colonial Secretary, offered 
to give us letters of introduction to several persons on the Hunter 
River, with whom we shall be likely to meet on our projected visit 
to that district, and we gladly accepted his kindness, and delayed 
setting out, to afford him time to write them. 

Visit to the Interior. 

14th 6th mo. Having received our letters of introduction, and 
made the necessary arrangements, we embarked, on board the 
Ceres steamer, for Maitland, at seven o'clock in the evening. 

15th 6th mo. We had a delightfully fine passage: for once I 
was not sick on going to sea. About five o'clock in the morning 
we c.ame to anchor at Newcastle, where we waited an hour for day
light, and afterwards proceeded up the Hunter River, about forty 
miles to the Green Hills, or Morpeth, the part of the embryo 
town or Maitland, di,tant from this spot three miles, and from New
castle, by land, twenty. The river, up to the Green Hills, is of 
considerable width, and here ffows through a Oat, alluvial country, 
but little of which is cleared. The scrub extends to the water"s edge 
in most places. Two navigable branches, named the William's 
River and the Paterson's River, join the Hunter on its north side. 
About the low islands, near the mouth of the Hunter, water.fowl 
were numerous. Among them were several pelicans, a black swan, 
and a white crane. A great variety of trees and shrubs decorated 
the margins of the river. 

19th 6th mo. About one hundred and fifty persons assembled 
with us, in lhe court-house, to whom, af1er a considerable period of 
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silent waiting upon God, we were enabled to bear a clear testimony 
to the truth, with expressions of earnest desire that our auditors 
might become individually acquainted with the blessings proposed to 
mankind in the gospel. At three o'clock we visited the ironed-gang, 
and foand them locked up in the caravans, or boxes, out of which 
we were informed only one-third were allowed to come at a time for 
exrrcise. When locked in, only half of them c-an sit at the ends of 
the platforms, on which half of them sleep ; the rest mu11t sit back, 
with their legs at a right-angle with their bodies. On our arrival 
they were all turned out and counted, and then marched to a place 
at a short distance, where they stood with a guard of soldiers, under 
arms, behind them. After a pause, we addressed them at some 
length, inviting their attention to the convictions of the Holy Spirit, 
u the witness against sin in their own minds, and by neglecting 
which they had fallen into transgression before God nnd man, until 
they had been permitted to fall into the sins which had brought 
them into bondage of augmented kind among their fellow-men; 
when, if they had attended to this warning voice of the Most 
High, they would have been led to repentance and faith in Christ, 
and, througl1 Him, would have become of the number o( his re
conciled and • obedient children, freed also from the bondage of 
Satan, They were invited lo turn at the reproofs of instruction, ns 
at the voice of Him who desires not that any should perish. In 
commenting on the passage, " eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things that God 
bath prepared for them that Jove Him ; but God hath revealed 
them unto us by his Spirit ; for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, 
the deep things of God;" ( I Cor. ii. 9, l O ;) it was ·mentioned, by 
way of illustration, that our ideas of all things are liable to be very 
defective, till we see or feel them ; that thus, though themselves 
might have heard of the sufferings of prisoners, they had a very de
fecfrve idea of them till they felt them; and though they might 
have seen men in chains, they had a very imperfect notion of the 
suifering of this punishment till they felt it: and that so, likewise, 
though of an opposite nature, the blet<sings of the go8pel required to 
be felt to be understood. These comments excited a significant as
sent in the countenances and movements of the heads of the pri
soners, expressive of their sense of the suffering under which they 
have brought themselves, by having multiplied their offences, so as 
to incur the extra-coercive discipline of this part of our pennl laws. 

21st 6th mo. We dined with Jeremiah Coar, who is temporarily 
living in a rude hut of split-timber, nearly two miles from the inn 
where we lodged. He accompanied us a few miles on our way; 
on which we were met by William Dumaresq, who put us upon the 
ne" line of road to the upper district c,f the Hunter River. Toward 
evening we were overtaken by John Burke, a person occupying a 
consideraLle f.'lrm near Harper's Hills: he invited us to his house 
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very hospitably, and sent a man with ns to the station of a neigh• 
bouring ironed-gang to orrang..: for lln interview with the prisoners. 
On our return we had a religious opportunity with our host and his 
family and servant,: though he professes to be of the Roman Catho
lic persuasion, he readily accepted of our wish to assemble his l.aouse
hold. 

22nd 6th mo. After an early breakfast, we visited the ironed. 
gang, and had religious interviews with the prisoners and military. 
A11 we follow up the course of the Hunter River, we still find it Row
ing through a rich alluvial vale, in some placea spreading into exten
sive flats, and in others narrowed by ranges of hills; which in the 
distance rise to mountain11 of three to four thousand feet. The whole 
country is still one vast wood, except here and there a patch of a few 
hundreds of acres, where the forest has yielded to the axe. 

Hth 15th mo. We proceeded along the south sjde of the Hunter, 
to Patrick Plains; which is an extensive tract, partially cleared, and 
having several scattered houses upon it. At its weatern extremity, 
where there is a ford across the river, are the rudiments of a Town 
called Darlington, consisting of a store, two public-houses, some 
smaller bou~a, and a few huts. Here we were kindly received by a 
young surgeon, named Henry Glennie, and l:iy his wife and their bro
ther, Alfred Glennie: they undertook to invite the people of the neigh
bourhood to a meeting, which we concluded to bold in the govern
ment sd1ool-housc, on First-day the thinl of next month. Henry 
Glennie conveyed us ac1-osa the river in his gig, and we pursued our 
journey over low gravelly hills, almost destitute of grass, buL covered 
with fore11t of small size, to Dulwich. 

25th 6th mo. The night was very frosty: in the morning the 
parlour door being open at Dulwich a awallow flew in, and took a fly 
off the ceiling. Before reaching the ultimate point of our day's 
journey, we were overtaken by one of Col. Dumaresq's shepherds, 
witJ1 whom we had some conversation on eternal things : we ~1-
ted to find he was not aupplied with a Bible, being far from any 
other means of religious instruction, this we afterwards learned was 
in some measure his own fault, as such men as apply for Bib!('S 11rc 
111upplied by the superintendent; but they ought to be placed in the 
huts of the men. On arriving at Arthur's Vale, the place where 
the Lieutenant-Col. Oumaresq's agricultural establishment is situ• 
ated, we received a kind welcome from his superintendent Adam 
Stewart Wightman, and bis valuable wife, Caroline Wightman: these 
arc respectable Scotch people, with a numerous family. 

26th 6th mo, (First-day.) At hnll-past eleven o'clock 11bout 
forty persons asscmhlecl for public worship. On these occasioM A. 
W. usually rends a portion of Scripture and a sermon &c., compart-
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ing with his riewa as a dissenter from the Church of Scotland of that 
aection called Burghers. At this time a chapter of the New Testa
ment only was read; and after it we were enabled to preach the 
G• freely, and in so doing to direct the audience to the convic
tions of the Holy Spirit as the first principle of the Gospel leading 
to repentance, and tbua preparing mankind to seek the pardon of sin, 
through faith in Christ, as their propitiatory sacrifice, and their Me
diator and Advocate with the Father. In the evening, at our re
quest, the people and family again assembled, and we had another re
ligioua inte"iew with them, in which, as in the former, much of the 
o,ershadowing of the love of our Heavenly Father was to be felt, 
and sinners were warned of the danger of continuing in the service 
of Satan, and invited to tum to the Lord and live. 

27th 6th mo. We left the establishment of Lieutenant-Col. 
Domaresq, at Arthur's Vale, on the estate called St, Heliera, and pro
ceeded to that of hia brother W. Dumaresq, about eleven miles dis
tant, called St. A~bins, both being named after places in the Island 
of Jersey, from whence the family came. Just as we arrived at the 
fbrd of the Hunter River; three persons on horseback, who had also 
been the guests of Adam S. and Caroline Wightman, came up with 
11s on horseback, and one of them returned with the horses from the op
posite shore, and took us back upon them, One of these individuals, 
named Peter Haydon, is building himself a house about twenty-two 
miles further into the interior, and eight miles beyond the burning 
mountain of this district, which is called Mount Wingen; and is a 
pseudo-volcano, said to be on a coal formation. In the course of the 
e,ening, we had much discussion on religious topics with W. and S. 
Dumaresq, and their relative, on many of those pointa on which 
Friends differ from other communities of Christians, 

28th 6th mo. In the forenoon we had a meeting with such of the 
inen of this establishment as could be assembled, at which W. and S. 
Dumaresq were also present, and in which we were enabled to bear 
a clear testimony to the Truth as it is in Jesus, and to extend the 
io,itation of mercy to all who are willing to take up the cross, and 
deny themselves, and follow Christ. In New South Wales, sheep are 
always folded at night, to protect them from the wild dogs, which 
are numerous snd destructive. The different flocks are counted into 
the folds at night, and committed to the chal'ge of a night-watchman1 
and are re-counted to the respective shepherds in the morning. A 
handsome small round-leaved hibiscus, with the three principal 
nerves forming three points at the apex of the leaf, and which may 
be called h. tricuspidatus is found on the limestone of Brushy hiJJ, 
distant a few miles from hence, It would have been interesting to 
hue viaited both tbia place and the burning mountaiu, had our time 
admitted it, but u our object is to vi&it the people, we are not dis
posed to go out of our way even to see the wonders of creation, un• 
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less when our time is not occupied by the primary -object, as is some
times unavoidably the case: but when the wonders and beauties of crea
tion fall in our way, we count it a privilege to be able to admire them, 
1U1dto remember that" our Father made them all." Thse aresettlen 
for a considerable distance further into the interior of New South 
Wales, and stock-stations beyond the boundary of the colony, almost 
two hundred miles beyond this point, but we do not feel it to be our 
duty to proceed further in this direction. 

i9th 6th mo. We had a satisfactory interview with the prisoner 
alluded to at a former date, as having been brought up among 
Friends : his relations maintain a correspondence with him, and from 
the tenor of their letters appear to be pious : their correspondence 
seems to have been blessed to the keeping alive in his mind of some 
desires after the house of his heavenly Father, and t~ere is ·ground 
to believe our visit has not been without blessing to him and 
others. 

80th 6th mo. We crossed the country to Ravensworth, distant 
in a direct co111"se about nineteen miles. Some of the hills at the 
commencement of our day's march were clothed with Kangaroo 
grass a foot deep : in other parts the forest was thick and the grm 
Tery thin. In journeys of this kind we make our course by a map 
and compass, or more frequently we refer to a watch and the sun, tho 
to the compass. We had a aatisfactory religious interview in the 
evening with upwards of forty persons, belonging to J. Bowman's 
establishment. 

1st 7th mo. On leaving Ravenswortb we walked through the 
garden and partook of the oranges. which are now just ripe, and are 
abundant on the trees that were irrigated during the dry weather. 
This fine garden, combining a peach-orchard, Yineyard, orangery, 
&c., sustained much injury some months ago by a bail-sLorm, which 
cut and broke maoy of the trees . 

.!nd 7th mo. Before breakfast we had an interview with the 
bridge-party, near the Hunter river, in the overseer's but, the 
morning being too frosty to admit of our meeting them out-of-doors: 
they are about thirty in number, not in chains, nor under military 
guard: they ore lodged in split-timber huts, which have many of the 
interstices between the slabs open; yet being allowed fires in them, 
they have ouly one blanket each man. No religious instruction is 
imparted to them, and though s~me Bibles were distributed ameog 
the party here three years ago, none are now to be found among 
them. They are likely soon to be re1110ved, having completed the 
bridge: al present they are employed in cutting away the top of a 
11And-scone hin upon the road. Having accomplished our senice 
-here, we proceeded again to Dai-lington, on Pntrick's Plains, and met 
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a hospitable reception from the Olennies, becoming their guests. A 
parcel of tl"BL'ts and books were forwarded hither &o us by Jeremiah 
Coar, to whom we had written on the subject from Dulwich. 

3rd 7th mo. (First-day.) At eleven o'clock, accompanied by Henry 
and Alfred Glennie, we walked about two miles to the 1chool-ho11se, 
which we found a miserable 1lnb-building, without doors or windows, 
with seats fixed into the ground, in a ruinous condi1io11, and much ex
posed to the weather. By half-past twel•e about twenty-five persons 
asaembled, among whom were some of the respcclable settlers of the 
neighbourhood, to whom we were strengthened &o point out the 
u way of life." We learned that the Presbyterian minister from 
Maitland waa in thia neighbourhood to-day, and that he had only 
the family in whose house he preached as a congregation. The 
indisposition of people to think of eternal things, increased by the 
approximation of the races, at Maitland, and the want of a convenient 
place to auemble in, might be the chief causes of the smallness of our 
roogregation. On our return we looked over a building that Henry 
Glennie is erecting for an hospital, chiefly for the accommodation of 
such of hit prisoner-patients as require close attention : conversation 
and religiom reading concluded the labours of the day. 

7th 7th mo. We arose early, intending to proceed to the 
William's River by the Ceres, but were disappointed by the coach 
not calling for us; we therefore concluded, after 10me delibera
tion, to invert our plan of proceeding, nnd applied to Edward C. 
Close for the use of his school-room to hold a meeting in, on 
First-day next: this was readily granted us, and we gave notice 
accordingly. 

8th 7th mo. I am this day forty-two years of age. In reviewing 
my life during the put year, I remember much for which I have 
had to seek pardon through Christ, who is the fropitiation for our 
sins, and our Advocate with lhe Father: but have gratefully to 
acknowledge an increase of precious communion of soul with Him, 
and of nearness in the prospect of overcoming my spiritual enemies, 
through faith .in bis power, which I feel to be sufficient for the 
dcslruction of the works of the devil, and for bringing the very 
"thoughts into captivity to the obedience of Christ," This is an 
llDSpeakable mercy, but such a slate is far from being one of exalt
ation; it is a state in which the mind is kept greatly humbled-very 
aenaible of the weakness of human flature, and in much poverty, but 
in a state of dependence upon God, and of confidence in his goodneas 
and mercy, and power. 

10th 7th mo. (First-day.) We met about fifty persons in the 
school-house, erected by Edward Charles Close, at the Green Hills, 
to whom the Gospel was preached with much warning, respecting 
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the awful consequence of despising or neglecting the message of 
mercy. We dined with Edward C. Close and family: his eldest 
son, (who was one of the company?, when between two and three 
years old, wandered into the "bush • and was lost, and would proba
bly have perished, but for a faithful spaniel that followed him, and 
at midnight came and scratched at the door of one of the huts, and 
when it was opened ran toward the place where the child was. The 
man followed the <log, which led him a considerable distance through 
a thick brush, by the side of the river, and be found the little boy 
seated on the ground, almost stiff with cold, but amused with watch
ing the sporting of porpoises and sharks. The dog some time afier
wards lost its life from the bite of a snake, that proved fatal in 6ftee!1 
minutes, much to the sorrow of its little master, who pointed out the 
cornerof the room where it died, with evident emotion, though sevC:. 
ral years have now elapsed since the event. E. C. Close is one of 
many in this land who has beaten his sword into a ploughshare, and 
proved that the pecuniary profit, as well as the comforts of the 
arts of peace, are much greater than those of war. The after-part 
of the day proving wet, we returned to our inn, where I essayed a 
letter to a young man we met a short time ago, and enclosed with 
it a copy of the interesting tract by William Allen, intitled, Thoughts 
on the Importance of Religion. ' 

11 th 7th mo. We proceeded by the Ceres to Rayl?\ond Terrace:, 
at the mouth of the William's River. ' 

l 2th 7th mo, We breakfasted with Robert Herkes and his wife, 
and our prisoner-friend, who ha<.1 leave to accompany us a few miles 
on our way to Port Stephens, and from whom we parted in a tender 
frame of miljd, It ill a great satisfaction to find he bears a good re
port from his employers : • he 11ays no one can form an idea of the 
misery of a prisoner consequent on his associates till he feel it; and 
not many would J:,elieve the depravi~y of man to be so great a11 it is 
proved to be in si1ch society. The continued wet weather has made 
travelling very uncomfortable: many little brooks that are dry in 
summer are now swollen, and the whole surface of the ground is so 
wet that walking with dry feet is out of tbe question, and persons 
on horseback are bespattered so as not to ·be in much better con
dition. 

At Sawyer's Point we found a boat waiting for us, having sent by 
the postman to request one, and in about an hour we landed ·at 
Tahlee House, the residence or Henry (Lieutenant-colonel) and 
Sophia B. Dumaresq : the latter spent many years with her relations 
at Nun Appleton, near York: we were kindly entertained by her, in 
the absence of the Colonel, who was gone to Newcastle; and had the 
mutual pleasure of conversation respecting many places and persons 
well known to us both. Before retiring, we had some religious ser-
vice in the fa~ily. G I • 
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J 5th 7th mo. We took lea•e of Colonel Dumaresq and his family, 
in which Maria Bell, a very respectable female, is an inmate, and 
assists Sophia Dumaresq in the charge of her children and house
hold. A boat con•eyed us to Booral, up the Kama river, which is 
navigable to this point, and is of considerable width, We were 
kindly received at Booral by James Edwsrd Ebsworth and his wife, 
and by Thomas Ebsworth, at whose house a young man lately 
arri•ed in the colony, named Charles Stubbs, is at present an inmate, 
James Edward Ebaworth is Deputy Commissioner of the Copipany's 
aftairs. In the evening we had a satisfactory inte"iew with the 
people of this settlement in a neat little chapel, Thomu Ebsworth 
appears to take a con1iderable interest in the religious state of the 
people here, many of whom are prisoners, and he says there i1 1ome 
religious enquiry among them : we di1tributed some tracts at the 
close of the meeting. 

16th 7th mo. We walked to the landing-place, about a mile and 
a half from Booral ; dined with the Ebsworth1, and aft.erwards were 
accompanied by J, E. Ebaworth and C. Stubbs to Alderley, about 
half-way to St'roud. At Stroud we hecame the guests of Thomas 
Whitfield, who entertained us hospitably: he is an intelligent man, 
and has the superintendence of stock, stud, and agriculture under the 
company, which has three hundred acres of land in cultiYation here, 
and two hundred at Booral : their grant i1 of one million acres, and 
their stock about sixty thousand sheep, three thousand cattle, and 
five hundred horses, Their last year's dividend !f per cent., and 
there is now a prospect of a progressive increase. A number of 
blacks were dancing around their fire11 this evening, and we noticed 
a few about Carrington, some of whom seemed willing to work for 
small rewards. Considering the large extent of territory, the native 
range of this people, that the company has occupied, I do not under• 
.stand, how they can conscientiously neglect all specific attempt at 
their civilization, and religious instruction, and let them die out in 
igqorance and degradat/on. . . 

17th 7th mo. (First-day,) We sat down by ourselves in the 
forenoon for worship. In the afternoon we had some conversation 
with our host, and with Robert Rodgers, the assistant-surgeon, and 
Charles Keelz, the superintendent of flocks, who are inmates in this 
house ; and in the evening we had a meeting in the chapel, built by 
Sir Edward Parry, in which, in the absence of W. M. Cowper, 
Thomas Lemon, a pious overseer, reads the Episcopal service. Our 
audience was numerous: I had much to express to them in testimony, 
and we distributed some tracts at the conclusion, but it was not a 
bright opportunity, yet there was a feeling of thankfulness in my 
mind, at having been enabled to discharge a duty, and whether this 
l>e discharged through suffering or rejoicing is of small consequence, 
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if it be but diacbarged aright. The company have a school also at 
this stau011. 

18th 7th mo. Cbarlea Keelz and a black named Mutton accom
p1Wied as a few miles on our way from Stroud to Dingadee, on the 
William's River. The distance was seventeen miles, fifteen of which 
wos still over extensive territory of the Australian Agricultural 
Company. 

l!)tll 7th mo. Leaving the alluvial fiats of the river, we crossed 
a number of poor, grassy, forest-hills, ex.tending most of the way to 
Walaroba. the residence of Matthew and Ann Chapman, distant 
about ten miles from Dingadee, and about eight from the navigable 
parts of the William'aand Paterson's Rivers : here we received a very 
cordial welcome, and had much conversation respecting tbe family of 
this hospitable pair in England. M. and A. Chapman are from 
Whitby, but resided many yean in Lancashire, where most of their . 
property was lost in farming in unpropitious time11. When they 
emigrated to this country, Matthew Chapman's knowledge of agricul
ture and of cattle, gave him g,-eat advantage over most of the set
tlers in New South Wales, who having generally been brought up 
to other ocrupations, have much of their experience to purchase at 
a dear rate. The land at W alaroba is suited for horned cattle, of' 
which M. Chapman bas about nine hundred head : he has also a 
good stock of horses: hia cultivation is limited to the aupply of bis 
own establishment, and is conducted on a succession of wheat, 1DRize1 
and fallow, with manure, which is generally walted in thia country, 
and fresh land broken up when the pieces in cultivation are run ouL 
His young orchard is promising, and stocked with fruit-trees, adapted 
to this climate, among which, grape-vines, oranges, lemon11, and 
peaches, hold/rincipal stations. He obtained an original grant aome 
years ago, an has added to it, by subsequent purchases, till he now 
possesses about four thousand acres: it is well situated for water. 
which he says is scarce in dry weather in many parts of the neigh
bourhood. In the evening the servants· ( eleven in number) were 
assembled, and ,ve bad an open religious opportunity. It was plea
sant to find a kindly feeling toward the poor blacks in Matthew and 
Ann Chapman ; about whom these poor creatures live in quietude 
and in confidence. The Chapmans say, that they are quite con-

al
vinced, t~at the misunde

1
rstandings betfween the blacks and whites .f 

ways originate with the alter, many o whom would destroy the 
blacks if they happened to take a few cobs of Indian-corn from the 
fields taken up from their own country. Matthew Chapman 1trongly 
deprecates the indiscriminate vengeance often returned upou thia 
hapless people, when any of their number have committed outrages. 
by the government sending armed police, or 1oldiers upon them. 
often before the merits of the case can be ascertained. Within 
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about five years the number of blacks in this neighbourhood has 
diminished from about two hundred to sixty :-many of them died 
of small-pox. 

!Otb 7th mo. One of the blacks had brought M. and A. Chap
man a present of a small species of kangaroo, called in this pan of 
the colony a paddy-melon: making allowance for difference of form, 
it may be said to be about the size of the hare of England, which it 
ia_aaid to resemble when roasted. In the evening we had a meeting 
with the people of this establishment, and some of their neigh boors : 
&he company amounted to about thirty, and we were enabled to 
preach to them the unsearchable riches of Christ, under a precious 
feeling of the Divine presence, directing them to the convictions and 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

23rd 7th mo. We left the vicinity of Maitland, and proceeded by 
the 1teamer "Sophia Jane" to Newcastle. 

24th 7th mo. (First-day.) In the forenoon we had a religious 
interview with the prisoners in the jail, about one hundred and 
twenty in number; and in the evening had a crowded meeting with 
the inhabitants of Newcastle in the police-office, which is but a amall 
place with an anti-room, that waa also filled with people. On tl1i1 
occuion great freedom waa fdt in preaching the Go:ipel, and, in 
drawing a clear line between the service of God, and the service of 
the devil, and in testifying to the grace of God that brings salvation, 
and to the light that lighteth every man that cometh into the world, 
as being the manifestation of the Holy Spirit sent into the world, of 
&lie Father in the name of bis beloved Son, to convince the world of 
sin, bring them to repentance, and lead them through faith in Christ 
lo reconciliation with God. There was a comforting aense of the 
Divine presence with us, enabling us to bear witness to that justifi
cation by faith, through which we have peace with God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and receive the spirit of adoption, whereby we 
ay, Abba, Father, knowing the Diviue Spirit to bear witneu with 
our spirits, that we are his children. 

25th 7th mo. In the afternoon, we had an iuterview with the 
ironed-gang stationed here, who are chiefly employed in the forma
tion of a break-water at the mouth of this harbour, in the cliffs of 
which considerable 11trata of coal are visible. Captain Crummer and 
several private soldiers were also present on this occasion. They 
were very attentive while we discharged our debt of Christian love 
toward them, in warning them of the consequences of continuing in 
sin, and in directing their attention to the convictions of the Holy 
Spirit, designed to lead them to repentance, faith in Christ, and holi
neu, without which no man shall see the Lord, 
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26th 7th mo. We visited a detachment of a bridge and road 
party, at the Iron-bark Creek, about eight miles from Newcastle, to
ward Maitland. We found only fourteen men at this detachment, a 
part of whom we gathered up, by walking two miles back into the 
« bush." They were at length collected in an overseer's hut, and we 
were strengthened to extend to them an invitation to turn to the 
Lord and live, calling their attention to the proofs of his unwilling
ness, that they should perish in their sins, exhibited in bis having 
freely delivered up his beloved Son for us all, and in the pleadings 
of his Spirit, by which He still convinces the rebellious of their trans
gressions, and warns them to repent. and turn, that they may be 
saved. 

27th 7th mo. In the evening we had II numerous attendaote 
at a temperance lecture, after which seventeen persons signed the 
declaration, and subsequently se•eral more. At the instance of C. 
P. N. Wilton, the episcopal minister, it was concluded to meet again 
to-morrow evening, to organize a Branch Dible Auxiliary. 

28th 7th mo. We had religious interviews with the patients in 
the two wards of the lower hospital-called on Jno. and Eliza Field 
at the jail-had a meeting with the pitmen of the Australian Agri
cultural Company in a building erected for salt-works, and attended 
a meeeing at the police-office, at which R Tempersnce, and a Branch 
Bible Auxiliary were organized, and about eighteen pounds subscribed 
to the latter. The opportunity afforded for recommending the diligent 
perusal of the Holy Scriptures, and the practice of the doctrines and 
precepts they contain, was made use of. Our interview with the pit• 
men was very sati11factory ; they are about ninety in number: there 
seemed to be an ear open among them to receive religious counsel 
and doctrine: some of them were formerly in connexion with the 
W esleyans, and were transported for offences connected with "strik
ing for wages.'' 

29th 7th mo. We breakfasted with Captain Crummer, ancl af\er 
despatching some letters to Sydney, had, at his request, an interview 
with the military stationed here, to convey to therr hints on the im
portance of temperance, In company •ith G. Brooks we took tea 
with the episcopal clergyman, C. N. r. Wilton, and his wife, with 
•hom we spent a pleasant evening. The mail by the Sophia Jw 
brought us a letter from John Tawell, also one from J. H. Bell, a 
relative of the Gumeys at Earlbam, now in Sydney on account of 
his he&lth, enclosing one from C. B. from India, to wb011e rare 
we committed some of the writings of Friends, a few months ago, 
when he was returningfrom this colony, and respecting which he says, 
" The books which you entrusted to me afforded me much pleasant, 
anti I hope also pro6table reading, during the voyage to Madras; 
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and I will tell yo11 frankly thRt in many, perhaps in moat things, t 
find myself aatis6ed that the truth is with you. I refer in thus say
ing chiefly to your applK'Btion of the precepu of the Gospel to the 
enry-day practice of life ; in which I have long felt that Christians 
fai~ and are content to fall very far short of what they ought to at• 
tain to. I do not find that my judgrnent goes with the conclusions 
of Friends to their fall extent. In matters of worship, in regard to 
war, baptism, and the supper, I find I hue learned, before I knew 
die opinions of Friends, to consider very much in the same light as 
they do, e,peci..lly the latter.'' 

Havin.g aeen the accordance of the Yiewa of Friends with the Goll
pel thas far, there is ground to hope this devout young man, whose 
profeaioo is a military one, may yet be favoured more fully to un• 
dermnd the peaceable nsture of the Christian dispensation, and the 
pare spirituality of DiYine worship. Truth &till continues to be 
progreaivel,. rnealed to those who walk in the Light. 

80th 7th mo. The "William the Fourth'' put io at Newt'a9tle this 
morning for coals &c., and we embarked on board of her for Port 
Mlt'qaarie. 

31st 7th mo. (First-day.) At an eRrly hour we were off' Port 
Macq11arie, ander a besdlaod, on the 11011th side of which we came to 
aichor. We depoeited oar luggage at a small inn, kept by a person 
JWDtd Philips, aod proceetW to Lake Cottage, eeyen miles distant, 
•llere we reeeived a hearty welcome from Archibald Clunis, Hnd 
Margaret Innes, son-in-law and daughter of Alexander and Elisabeth 
M'LHy of Sydney. On the way we had a religious interview with 
a anall road.,-rty, in which i1i a person brought up as a clergy111an 
of the Epilcopel Church. They were without a Bible, or any reli
gioli1 i111t'11C\ioo. Some religious senice with the establishment of 
Major Inoa dONd this day's labour. 

I ■t 8th mo. We returned to Port Macquarie in a four-wheeled 
carriage belonging to our hoat, by whom we were introduced to J. 
Crou, the Epieeopal clergyman, and to Major Sulivan, the police
Dlllptrate, both of whom reeeived us kindly, and signified their de
sire to forward our •iews, with regard to obtaining religious inter
,.,., witb tbe priaonen and fr~ population or the place. Port Mac• 
quarie was, •p to II late period, a penal settlement, but is now thrown 
opeo to fre aettlen : it ■till ia a depbt for that deecription of edu
Clltecl pmonen, denominated "specials,•· and for invalids, deerepit, 
ud in■aae penom, or idiot■, who are lodged in miserable wooden 
bamicb, about co be 1upeneded by new ones of brick. 

Ind 8th mo. We proceeded to Port Macquarie, and had re
ligious opportnitiea with the female prisonen, the ironed-gang, and 
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the invalids, all of whom were very nttentive, while we set forth to 
them the way of snlvation, nnd the folly of sin. 

5th 8th mo. We had a meeting in a room .in the colonial hospi
tal wilh the innabitants of Port Macquarie. It was thinly attended, 
and was not a season of much brightness, though a capacity was 
granted to preach the Gospel, with invitation to yidd to the convic
tions of the Holy Spirit, repent and turn to the Lord, and seek re
conciliation with God, through the death of his Son, and help to 
walk in the way of holiness. Faithful and solemn warning was also 
extended to tl1e. impenitent, but there was a painful feeling of hard
ness in some, though in others there seemed an openness lo receive 
the message 1f mercy. We returned to the· Lake after meeting. 
aloBg with Archibald Clunis, and Margaret Innes, and acme of their 
household who had formed part of oar congregation ; aml in 1he 
evening had some religious service in connexion with their family 
Scrrpture reading, which is left to us to canduct according to our 
own Tiews, both morning and evenir,g, when at various times we 
have had something to express in testimony or io prayer. 

6th 8th mo. We rode to the Wilson River. Oo the way we 
visited a road-party at Blackman's Point, where there ia a terry acroas 
the Hastings RiTer, which here at its confluence with the Wilson is 
wide, and has its margin beautifully decorated with lofty brush, full 
of various climbers, many of which hMJg io rieh festoooa down to 
the water's edge. By an order from Major Sulivan this road-party 
met 111 a\ the punt or ferry-house, where a few other persona also 
assembled with them, and we had a satisfactory season of Gospel la
bour. Tllese people have no appolated religioµs ~nstruction; but we 
learned bad bono•ed a l3ible, from which on Firat-davs we were 
informed one of their number, who had been a clergyman of the 
Episcopal Church, read to them. At Balingara, where there is a ferry 
across the Wilson, we met another road-party in a large barn, used 
as a barrack for them: and though the quietude of our meeting was 
much interrupted by the passing of a herd of cattle, and by the 
swearing of their drivers, we were favoured with a sense of the 
Divine presence, both in the time of ailenee and in preaching the 
Gospel. Thi& company, consisting of from t••enty to thirty men, 
some of them persons of education, are not furnished with a Bible, 
and are. not assembled, e\'en oo First-days, for any religiom in-
11truction. The hrushe" on the border of the Wilson are very mag
nificent. The cedar of this part of the world, which has leaves like 
the walnut, but much longer (cedrella '-°<>na) stadmannia australis, 
which is something of the same character ; rose-wood, also a sunilar 
tree to the former; forest-oak, (casuarioa w. nulora,) with jointed, 
thread,-like, leafless branches j swamp mahogany, (a species of eu
nlyptua,) and a white-barked species of the same genus, with leaves 
of the same form as those of the almond, and a uistanin, with f'oli-
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age something like 1hat of a pontic rhododendron, but much larger, 
and several other trees of large stature, some of them of gigantic 
rize, are overrun with climbing evergreen shrubs, twisted about 
them in fanciful coils, or wreathed around them like huge serpents, 
or hanging from them like ropes; their leafy tops being enlivened 
by gay and fragrant blossoms, and often hanging pendant to the 
ground ; which is covered thickly with beautiful shrubs and ferns, 
and flowering plants, while nourished by the moisture of the rich al
luvial soil, kept from the parching induence of the sun by the exu
berant foliage. Parasites of varioua character, mosses, planu·of the 
orchis tribe, and splendid ferns, as well aa various species of fig-tre-e, 
support themselves ou the trunks and branches of the larger tim
ber, and add greatly to the richness of this kind of forest-scenery, 
among which gay parrots, cockatoos, and other birds, unlike those of 
our native land, sport and chatter in harmony with the rest of the 
111rrounding objects, strongly calculated to remind an Englishman 
that he is far from home, even though he may have made this hi, 
adopted country. But to one who, feeling reconciled to God 
through the death of his Son, can, with a sense of the Divine pre
aenre in his miud, look upon these objects, and with filial love to his 
aod their Creator aay, "My Father made them all ;" even though 
BUch a one may be reminded by them, that he is 6ar from his nearest 
connexions in life, they have an interest which cannot be understood 
by those who are living at enmity with God: and in some sense of 
tbia interest, we are often favoured to feel the length of our journeys 
beguiled, and our minds cheered, and with thankfulneu, I would 
add, often when withdrawn from these enlivening scenes, and amidst 
various confticlll and esercisea, both on account of ourselves and 
others, we are favoured with such a measure of peace, and eense of 
the love of God to ua, poor, unworthy, aud of ourselves helpless 
creatures, u we feel ourselves to be, as reconciles ua to our allot
ment, and restrains ua from wishing to be anywhere but where at the 
time we are; willing to leave the morrow, knowing that suf
ficient for the day ia the evil thereof, without adding to it, by use• 
less anticjpatioo. 

7th 8th mo. (First-day.) Accompanied by John Kelso, we 
proceeded along a line of little alluvial plains, intersected by the 
windings of the Wilson River, which is still margined by rich 
brushes; among which numerous cockatoos were screaming, par
rots chattered, and the singular and loud-voiced snake-killing bird, 
called the laughing-jackass, was at intervals setting up its rolling 
note, We called at the house of William Parker, on the way to 
that of William H. Geary, where we bad a meeting appointed, which 
was attended by several young persons, settlers in the neighbour
hood, and by a considerable number of assigned prisoners. The 
meeting was held in the verandah; and notwithstanding the wind 
was strong and cool, W!lS satisfactory; the auGd,itory istening atten-
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lively to the doctrin~ of trµtb, which commend themselves to 
the conscience, according to the measure of light and experience of 
those who bear, who at leut can trace in themselves the work oftbe 
Spirit of God, as a witness against ain. 

10th 8th mo. We went to Port Macquarie, wher~ we recelve!i 
with gladness, from the clergyman of the place, who is an elderly 
man, information, that be bad resolved, for the sake of others, to 
give up· the use of spirits, and adopt the principles of the Tem~ 
ranee Society. This, we do not doubt, he will soon find beneficial 
also to himself as an individual. We obtained from him two Biblea 
nnd two Testaments, for. the road-party and bridgii-party, near 
Lake Innes, and defr,er!;!d them at their ata~ons in the evening. 

12th 8th mo. Having accompli11hed our work in this neighbour~ 
hood, we are now waiting to return to Sydney by the steamer. 

13th 8th mo. We conveyed our luggage on board the Willi~ 
the Fourth steam-:-packet, and called on the commissariat officer 
stationed at Port Macquarie. This was to us a pleasant little visit, 
there being in this company an enquiring mind after the things that 
make for salvation. • 

I 4th of 8th mo. (Firat-day.) After tl,e usual reading in the 
Holy Scripture, prayer was vocally addressed to the Father of mer~ 
cies, in the name of his beloved Son, for the preservation of the 
company assembled at J,nke Cottage, and for their increase in god
liness; and we soon after breakfast parted from our hospitable: 
friends. We reached Port Macquarie just in time for the steamer, 
which left the wharf a few minutes before twelve o'clock. The 
remainder of the day, which was beautifully fine, was spent on deck~ 
in such devotional reading and meditation as the mind was capa-
ble of. • • 

15th ~tll mo. At six o'clock in the morning we were off New
castle, but could not sec the way in till ten, on account of a fog. 
The wind ha"ing been fair, the vessel has made rapid progress, 
though the engine is but of sixteen-horse power. In the night we 
were awoke by some one calling to the captain, " She has stopped, 
sir." The occasion of this proved to be, that the engineer had been 
overcome by drowsiness fill his fire h:id got too low to produce the 
requisite steam. Many of our acquaintance at Newcastle welcomed 
us kindly.' Their temperance declaration has now forty-seven aigna• 
lures, among which is ihat of Captain Crummer, the police-magistratt', 
and a number of privates. • The subscriptions to the Bible Society 
have also increased. At noon we pnt to sea again, having taken in the 
needful coals; and though the vessel had more motion than yester• 
~ay, I was so far recovered from sickness ns to be able to read, 
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walk, and enjoy the sail. The breeze wu fair, with lightning to 
the aouth, after sunaet. About nine o'clock we entered the Head■ 
of Port Jacbon, and in a 1hort time pu■ed the new floating-light 
on the shoal, called the Sow and Pigs. It i■ an excellent mark for 
,eeaei., after entering the Heads. Soon after ten o'clock we came 
alongside Gr09eS' Wharf, in Darling Harbour; but concluding it 
wu too late to go -00 shore, we all retired to our berths, and some of 
ua, at leut, with thankful hearts for so favourable a voyage and re
tam to our Australian house. 

17th Smo. We had some conversation with John C. S. Handt, 
who is likely to be 1tationed at Moreton Bay, u a missionary to 
the blacks and to the pruonen. We had also a visit from Joseph 
Threlkeld, who has acquired the aboriginal language, so as to speak 
it ftuently. He has brought us a letter from bis father, who is now 
busily engaged in compiling a dictionary of the Australian lan
guage. In tbe evening we went on board the Colonist, of Liver
pool, Jeremiah Cowman, ma■ter, to enquire respecting a young 
man of the name of Francis Sturge, connected with Friends, who 
sailed from England, on board thi1 vessel. The mournful tidings 
we bad heard of his being lost at sea were confirmed to us by the 
captain and mate. They informed u1 that he fell overboard, from 
a lurch of the veuel, they 1uppose when at the aide, on account-of 
sea-cickneu, with which be had been prcviou1ly affected, This ac
cident occurred oft' the Scilly Island■, when the state of the sea, 
from stormy weather, waa such as precluded any aasistance being 
afforded him, though he floated long upon his back, with bis hands 
raised in the attitude of prayer. Jeremiah Cowman ■peaks well of the 
character and conduct of this young man, whose reading appean to 
hne been of a kind calculated to promote piety and useful know
ledge, if II judgment may be formed from the character of his nume
ro111 books. These we examined, in company with the captain, to 
aee if among them were any letters or parcels for persons in this 
colony; and we took from one of his boxes a parcel of tracts, which 
we concluded would more properly be circulated here than returned 
to England. May we not trust, from these indications of good, 
that this young man was not unprepared for so sudden a termina
tion of life, and that he is taken from the evil to come? for the 
temptation• presented to young men in this colony often r.rove too 
1trong for them, an~ involve them in ruin of body and sou . 

J-h .kkk!f-1• l'rlntu, tlhff-,n .LAnc. 
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tively to the doctrin~ of trµtb, which commend themselves to 
the cooacience, according to tbe measure of light and experience of 
those who hear, who at leut c.an trace in themselves the work of the 
Spirit of God, as n witness against ain. 

10th 8th mo. We went lO Port Macquarie, wber!? we ~ve!i 
with gladness, from the clergyman of the place, who is an elderly 
man, information, th!lt be bad resolved, for the sake of others, to 
give up· the use of spirits, and adopt the principles of the Tem~ 
ranee Society. This, we do not doubt, be will soon find beneficial 
also to himself as an individual. We obtained from him two Bibles 
nnd two Testaments, for the road-party and bridg~-party, near 
Lake Innes, and deliver~d them at their 11&'1Qns in the evening. 

lfth 8th mo. Having accomplished our work in this neighbour~ 
hood, we are now waiting lO r~turn to Sydney by tho ·steamer. 

13th 8th mo. We conveyed our luggage on board the Willi8JJ! 
the Fourth steam-packet, and called on the commissariat officer 
stationed at Port Macquarie. This was to us a pleasant little visit, 
there being in this company an !?nquiring mind after the things that 
make for ~alvation. • 

I 4th of 8th mo. (First-day.) After tl1e usual reading in the 
Holy Scripture, prayer was vocally addressed to tl1e Father of mcr~ 
cies, in the name of his beloved Son, for the preservation of the 
company assembled at J,nke Cottage, and for their increase in god
liness; and we soon after breakfast parted from our hospitabl~ 
friends. We reached Port Macquarie just in time for the steamer, 
which left the wharf n few mint1tes before twelve o'clock. The 
remainder of the day, which was beautifully fine, was spent on deck·, 
in &nch devotional reading and meditation as the mind was capa
ble of. 

15th ~th mo. At six o'rlock in the morning we were off New
castle, but could not see the way in till ten, on account of a fog. 
The wind having been fair, the vessel has made rapid progress, 
though the engine is but of sixteen-horse power. In the night we 
!fere awoke by some one calling to the captain, " She has stopped, 
sir." The occasion of this proved to be, that the engineer had bceri 
overcome by drowsiness till his fire h11d got too low to produce the 
requisite steam, Mnny of our acquaintance Rt Newcastle welcomed 
us kindly.' Their temperance declaration has now forty-seven signa
tures, among which is thal of Cnptain Crummer, the police-magistratl', 
and a number of privates. • The subscriptions to the Bible Society 
have also increasrd. At noon we put to sea again, having taken in the 
neeclful coals ; and though the vessel had more motion than yester
day, I was so far recovered from sickness as to be able to read, 
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walk, and enjoy the sail. The breeze was fair, with lightning lo 
the aouth, after suneet. About nine o'clock we entered the Head, 
of Port Jacboo, and in a abort time pasaed the new floating-light 
on the ahoaJ, called the Sow and Pigs. It is an excellent mark for 
,eaei., after entering the Heads. Soon after ten o'clock we came 
alongside Groaes' Wharf, in Darling Harbour; but concluding it 
wu too late to go -00 shore, we all retired to our berths, and some of 
us, at leaat, with thankful hearts for so favourable a voyage and re
tum to our Australian ho111e. 

17th Smo. We bad some conversation with John C. S. Handt, 
who is likely to be stationed at Moreton Bay, u a missionary to 
the blacb and to the prisonen. We had also a visit from Joseph 
Threlkeld, who has acquired the aboriginal language, so as to speak 
i1 Baently. He haa brought us a letter from bis father, who is now 
busily engaged in compiling a dictionary of the Australian lan
guage. In the evening we went on board the Colonist, of Liver
pool, Jeremiah Cowman, master, to enquire respecting a young 
man of the name of Francis Sturge, connected with Friends, who 
sailed from England, on board thi1 vessel. The mournful tidings 
we bad heard of his being lost at sea were confirmed to us by the 
captain and mate. They informed u1 that he fell overboard, from 
a lurch of the veuel, they suppose when at the side, on account of 
aea-1ickness, with which he had been prcviou■ly affected. This ac
cident o<"Cllrred oil' the Scilly Islanda, when the state of the sea, 
from stormy weather, was such as precluded any assistance being 
afforded him, though he floated long upon his back, with his hands 
raised in the attitude of prayer. Jeremiah Cowman speaks well of the 
character and conduct of this young man, whose reading appears to 
have been of a kind calculated to promote piety and useful know
ledge, if II judgment may be formed from the character of his nume
rooa books. These we examined, in company with the captain, to 
see if among them were any letters or parcels for persona in this 
colony ; and we took from one of his boxes a parcel of tracts, which 
we concluded would more properly be circulated here than returned 
to England. May we not trust, from these indications of good, 
that this young man was not unprepared for so audden a termina
tion of life, an~ that he is taken from the evil to come ? for the 
temptation, presented to young men in thia colony often prove too 
etrong for them, and involve them in ruin of body and soul. 

Jcwph llld<~b1, l'rlntor, ShcrlloWn Lan<-
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EXTRACTS, &c. 

Further account of the religious labours of JAMES BACKHOUSE, 
contained in extracts from his Journal. 

I 886. 18th Ith mo. The week-day meeting was small, and most 
of the per10ns present could only be cousidered as temporary resi
denu in Sydney. I bad a few words to communicate upon the 
importance of a true waiting of soul upon the Lord, in order that 
his pre1ence might be felt, his will known, and strength received 
fr0111 him to perform it. 

!ht 8th mo. (First-day.) Fourteen persons were present •~ 
the m~ting in the forenoon, and nine in the afternoon. Bolh meet
ings were seasons of painful exercise to my mind, yet I trust far 
from unprofitable. In the forenoon 1 expressed a few sentences on 
the bleaing pronounced upon those who hunger and thirst after 
righteoasneas; calling upon those present to examine themselves, 
as to whether they possessed this keen appetite for spiritual food, or 
wpre auff'e,:ing themselves to be satisfied, or even seeking satisfaction 
in temporal things. The query of our Saviour was also revive<l
" What shall it avail a man if he gain the whole world, and loae hi11 
Oll'D soul?" 

28th 8th mo. The meeting this mcrning waa attended by ten 
adults and three children; that in the ati.ernoon by eleven adult.s 
and one child : both were held in silence, 1 found it hard work to 
keep my mind stayed upon the Lord ;-a trial to which I am con-
1titu1ionally liable, from the effect of illness in childhood, which 
left me with an excitable nervous 11ystsm ;-but I was sensible of 
the Divine presence compassionating my weakness, and enabling 
me to rally my wandering mind, under the tranquillizing influence 
or my heavenly Father's love. " As a father pitieth his children, so 
the Lord pitieth them that fear him; for he knoweth our frsme, 
and remembereth that we are dust." 

8th 9th mo. The week-day meeting was small and silent, but not 
unattended with a comforting sense of the Divine presence. I have 
no doubt but in our liule company there is a state which rrquires 
to be brought to drink of the w11ter of life from the Fountain, without 
inatrumental intervention, on account of which we are kept in si
lence : snd this is also made pro6111l,le to ourselves, keeping us 
humuly and patiently waiting before the Lor<l.G I 
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Utb of 9th mo. The day being extremely wel we <lef('rre<l oar 
journey to Liverpool, &e. Our kind friends A-lexander M•Leay, the 
Colonial Secretary, and Thomas Hassell, the Colonial.Chaplain, gave 
us some desirable letters of introduction to persons in the district 
we are about to visit, and John Tawell furnished us with some use
ful memorandums for our guidance. 

ISth 9th mo. We travdled nineteen miles to Liverpool, and the 
same day we called upon Joseph Cooper, a pious Wesleyan, who 
keeps a boarding-schoo.mas Moore, a magistrate and one of 
the oldest inhabitants· , . ill, the surgeon in charge of the 
Colonial Hospital; Ca gomery, the commanding officer 
here, and a Baptist store-ke ;_named Hoski·· e also viaited 
a young man connected with Friends, now a pa the Colonial 
Hospital, where he has been confined to bis nearly three 
months. During the first seven weeks that this individual waa here, 
no one called to see him; and being very ill, one of the attendants 
enquired if he would not wish to see some pious man, to which he 
replied in the affirmative. He was then asked who he would wish 
to see. To which he answered he knew no one, but would be glad 
to see any good man. The attendant then mentioned a person 
named Thiery, who he said was a good man, &Del very kind in 
visiting some of the patients in the wards. This man proved to be 
a Roman Catholic priesl, and he was introduced on the recom
mendation of the attendant. On his first visit he expressed sym
pathy with the sick man, and advised him to exercise himself in 
prayer, as a means of obtaining spiritual comfort. On being in
formed that the young man had been educated among Friends, and 
entertained the view11 of that people, he inquired what their views 
were; and on being informed oo some leading points, said they ap
peared to differ Ii1tle from Roman Catholics, except in regard to 
transubstantiation, on which subject he requested the young man 10 

read a book which the priest brought him. Subsequently the priest 
debated with him on water-bnptism, and also urged his reading a 
book on that subject; and after a few days, proposed his submit
ting to that rite, which the priest intimated might be adminiatettd 
by the hands of their bishop, who was expected in Liverpool, from 
Sydney. He also assured his hoped-for proselyte, that if he 
received baptism from this prelate, however greal a sinner he 
might have been, he would become as spotless as a new-born 
babe, and would go direct to heaven; without passing through 
purgatory, if he died the next moment; but as an additional in
ducement, he proposed the bishop should bring with him a relic of 
a saint, that he said had been of service in the restorlltion of some 
other per~on from grievous sores, such as the patient was 1mlfering 
from. The young man found the~e importunities very unpleasant.
in his weak state, and hernmc rather alarllll'd at the idc11 of a visit 
from the bishop, with his " old bones;" t. was elieved from a 

Digitized by 00g C 



5 

visit by Lieutenant Richanl Sadlier, s pious Protestnnt, who has 
charge of the boys' Orphan School, in the neighbourhood, to whom 
he communicated these circumstances, as he did subsequently to 
G1:0rge Welker and myself. Sadlier proposed a letter being written 
to the priest. acknowledging his kindness in calling, and stating, 
that u some Protestant in the neighbourhood would now visit the 
young m~, be had ntl occasion for the visits of the priest. This 
step was taken, and the books returned 10 him, accompanied by the 
letter, which had the desired effect. This may be re~arded as a 
apecimen of the attempts used to gain proselytes to the church of 
Rome in this land, and by which many are lulled into false rest. 
Superstition is propagated and nursed with a degree of persevering 
industry that would ornameni a better cause; and many appear to 
go on in sin carelessly, presuming on receiving absolution before 
they die, or regardless of the consequences of sin ; which lattt'r case 
prevaila to a lamentable extent, both among professed Protestants 
and Roman Catholics, to a large majority of whom it might be said, 
" Ye are of your father, the devil, tor his works ye will do." Open 
sin, cursing, swearing, drunkenness, end other open profligacy pro
claim that Satan, and not Jesus is their Lord. In the evening we 
hRd a meeting for public worship in the court-house: it was but 
thinly attended, in consequence of rain and miry roads, 

14th 9th mo. We breakfasted with Patrick Hill; had a religious in
terview with the patients in the hospital; then walked five mile,s to the 
ttuarriea, where Captain Montgomery met us, and we had a religious 
interview with the ironed-gang under his charge there, consisting of 
sixty men, who are employed in quarrying stone, which is conveyed 
up the George's River to Lansdowne Bridge, now nearly completed, 
on the road from Liverpool to Sydney. To this station, where there 
is an ironed-gang of fifty men, also under tire charge of Captain 
Montgomery, we next proceeded, and had a religious opportunity 
with them, and a few prisoners out of irons; also a few of the 
military and their wives, were present on both occasions. Some of 
these recognized us as having been on Norfolk lslan<l when they 
were stationed there. It wes pleasant to find that some of them 
had adopted the principles of the Temperance Society, and that both 
these gangs are visitPd in the course of the week by the Episcopal 
Chaplain of Liverpool, (William Cartwright,) and on First-days by 
Ja11eph Cooper. At the quarries the men are lodged in" boxes" or 
nnvant, a little more than seven feet wide ; four tiers of men, of 
five each, occnpy one box. At Lansdowne Bridge, fifty men are 
lodged in two boxes, each ten feet wide. The married soldiers have 
built themselves very small slab-huts, rovered with sheets of bark, 
and white-washed. Some of the ground ,,·c pnssed over to-day was 
.alldy, and produced many of the beautiful shrubs common to similar 
11itoationsin this country, The Lansdowne-Bridge isa handsome struc
ture of sandstone, with on·e elliptical arch .. Thp!o d ei;r it is metalled 
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with a bluish argillaceous i;tone, having vegetable impressions. On re
turning to Liverpool, we received a packet from our kind friend Alex
ander M•Leay, containing 1everal more letters of introduction, and 
a number of communications from Norfolk Island, one of which was 
from Major Anderson, conveying the pleasing intelligence of conti
nued improvement among the prisoners. The other letters exhibit 
a degree of religious reflection of encouraging character on the part 
of some, but not all. 

16th 9th mo. We visited a few prisoners in the jail, which is a 
brick-building of two large rooms for prisoners of common order, 
one for debtors, another for females, which is small ; also three 
good cells, but all opening into one common yard, along with the 
dwellings of the turnkey and overseer, and the cooking-place, and 
other offices. The number of prisoners varies from a very few to 
about fifty. We next went to the male orphan-school about three 
miles distant, which is under the charge of Richard Sadlier, a pious 
retired lieutenant of the navy, whose wife is a daughter of Robert 
Cartwright, the Colonial Chaplain. This establishment contains 
about one hundred and sixty boys, of from twenty months to four
teen years of age: they are chiefly the chil<lren of prisoners; (many 
of them illegitimate.) They exhibit, in numerous instances, the 
effects of the drunkenness and profligacy of their parents, and many 
of them are unhealthy for two or three years after coming to this 
institution : they receive a plain English education, and are taught 
the n1diments of tailoring, shoe-making, gardening, and husbandry. 
The premises are on a reserve of ten thousand acre1.1, in a district 
badly supplied with water, the springs being salt; this with the dis
tance from the town, and other inconveniences, renders the remoftl 
of the institution to another site desirable. The buildings are of a 
very temporary structure. It is inconvenient to have the children 
from the factory so very young; but when thPy remain longer at 
that nursery of vice, they learn so much iniquity, that their early 
removal proves the less evil. The older boys sleep in hammocks, 
the younger ones on beds laid on the floor. In returning in Richa.nl 
Sadlier'11 car to Liverpool, we called on Collina M•Leod and family, 
formerly of Norfolk Island. Archibald M•Leo<l is gone to Van Die
man's Land. The evening was showery, but a few persons met us in 
the court-house, to whom we addressed some remarks on temperance: 
most of them had signed the declaration. 

16th 9th mo. We breakfasted with Thomas Moore and his wife, 
an aged couple, who ,vere the first settlers in this place. After read
ing a chapter in the New Testament, an opportunity for conveying 
some religious counsel was embrace<!. We next visited the young 
man in the hospital, and had some conversation with him on 
sn~jects of eternal moment, to which his protracted illnes!I seems to 
have made him more fully ali,•e, thun h s often been the case in 
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time pa,t. In the hospital we also found William Thomas, who was 
confined to his bed when we were at Ravenswon.h, on the Hunter 
River, and who is still much an invalid. There is also at Liverpool 
a lunatic asylum, under the charge of Patrick Hill. The building 
occupied for this purpose was formerly a commissariat store: it is 
much dilapidated, and is ill calculated for its present use; but it is 
shortly to be superseded by the new asylum at Tarban Creek, on 
the Parrsmatta River, or upper part of Port Jackson. At eleven 
o'clock we look places in an open coach for Campbell Town, distant 
thirteen miles. On the way there is a considerable extent of cleared 
laad: the country is undulating: the soil duet not appear rich, 
tbou~h in some plsces it seems to overlay basalt. Campbell Town 
COllsista of scattered houses erected on both sides of the road : some 
of them are brick, but most of them are of wood, and a large pro• 
portion are public-houses. We called on a young man from Eng
land, who was just recovering from an attack of pleurisy, and was 
laid on a mattrass covered with blankets on the floor of a little room 
behind the shop, where he had been for a fortnight : he made some 
feeling remarks on the privations lo which persons so situated arc 
aubjected, and on the pain of the reflection when they arc sensible of 
having deprived themselves of the comforts of a h&me among their 
relations; and espressed regret ot having left his connexions ~n Eng• 
land. Almost every body in this land calls Great Britain home, and 
speaks with desire respecting returning thither: they cast " a longing, 
lingering look behind" on that which they have left. There is at 
Campbell Town an Episcopal worship.house of brick, with a steeple, 
and a Papal one of stone, without a tower. A large proportion of 
the population profess to be Roman Catholics, but are a notoriously 
drunken company, proving themselves the servants of the devil by 
open ain. We took our other meals with the family of Captain 
Allman, with whom we had much interesting conversation. Cap
tain Allman was the first commandant of the penal settlement of 
Port Macquarie, (now a free settlement,) and remained in office 
three years, during which he prevailed on the military to commute 
their ration of spirits, by having it sold for them in Sydney, being 
aware of the difficulty of managing them, if they had access to 
strong liquors; and they found no want of them, though living in 
buk huts much of the time, and at close service. This was before 
the existence of Teaperancc Societies. At that period the com
mandant of a penal settlement was not required to keep a record of 
punishments, but could flog any man at his own discretion. Happily 
auch a toleration of tyraruay no longer exists, but every man must 
be tried before he be punished, and his sentence must be recorded. 

18th 9th mo. We held our meeting in thE' forenoon by the sick
bed of the young man before-mentioned, and in the afternoon in the 
Court•houiie. Invitation to this meeting had Ul'Cn given by placarded 
notices, yet fow pcr11011s allcnued. Thifi Willi t1carcely to be wondered 
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at, as we could not bear the windows closed on account of the noisome 
cffiuv inm from the jail beneath, notwithstanding the winJ was boister-
1111s. Many of the inhabitants of this district profess with the church 
of Rome; but this seems only a cloak for living openly in the service of 
Sntnn, the population being notoriously drunken, profligate, and dis
honest. 

19th 9th mo. We proceeded on foot to Appin. We folt little 
liberty in distributing tracts among the benightPd population of this 
district ; and in a few cases where we offered them, they were re
ceived with a sort of fear, the evident result of popish restrictions : 
the people are afraid to receive religious instructions, lest their prieata 
should find fault ; and though these visit them with an attention that 
binds the people to them, they seem to exercise much more care to 
pre,·ent their leaving the Church of Rome, than to tum them from 
the service of Satan. 

20th 9th mo. We had some satisfactory conversation with Archer 
Broughton, a son of Eliza Broughton, who is approsching to man
hood, and who conducted us through an intricate part of our route 
to lllawarra. The road for several miles lays over an elevated sand
stone country, covered with low forest, intermingled with a great 
variety of beautiful shrubs, and interspersed with marshy flats. 
The elevation above the level of the sea is upwards of two thou
sand feet. Among the shrubs of this district were four species of 
grcvillea, one of which had brilliant scarlet blossoms; a gay mirbella, 
\\ ith bluish purple flowers; and on some of the rocky ground, 
there was a profusion of gigantic lily, which bears a compound 
head of red lily-like blossoms, among lsrge red Bora! leaves, upon a 
stem ten• to twenty feet high, furnished with numerou.s dagger
shaped leaYes pressed close to the stem, and diminishing in size 
towards the top: the stP.m rises from the centre of a large crest of 
upright, sedgy leaves, about four inches wide, and as many feet 
long: it was not in hlossom here. The vegetation is much more 
luxuriant on the top of the coast-range of mountains, the pre
cipitous fronts of which, ond the low ground between their hue and 
the sod, are co•ered with forests of the greatest luxuriance and richest 
variety. Cedar, Australian sassafras, swamp-mahogany, cabl.lage-palm, 
large fig-trees, and numerous climbing-shrubs, with tree-ferns, form a 
striking contrast to the low forest of the sandy tract just left behind, 
and the rich prospect bounded by the ocean beneath; exhibiting some 
bolc.l mountain projections, and a spot of cultivated land on the coast, 
afford a treat to the eye, such as the vast forests of Australia seldom 
admit the enjoyment of. We descended by a rough tract called the 
Bulli Road, a difficult way for horses, and impassable for carts, CJr• 
ccpt by the assist;rnce of ropes passed round ronvenicntly situated 
trees, by means of which, in a few instances, they are aaid to have 
been ~ot down. After we reached the be eh, ou way was for eight 
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miles along a loose sand to Wollongong, where our toil, for the day 
found an end in the hospitable dwelling of Charles T. and Sarah 
Smith, which we reached when it was nearly dark, after a walk of 
twenty-seven miles. 

21st 9th mo. Charles Throsby Smith accompanied us to 
Wollongong, about half a mile from hia house. We readily ob
tained leave to appoint meetings for public worship, and for the pro
motion of temperance, in the police-office, and made other arrange
ments to facilitate the object of our visit to tlie di~trict. At four 
o'clock we met the large road-party under the charge of Lieutenant 
Sbraffe, at a place a [riile and a half from the town : they were aa• 
scmbled in a large open shed, where they take their meals: there 
were also present Lieutenant Sheaffe and his wife, and a number of 
military, who were under arms, and their wives: the whole company 
was very quiet and attentive, both when addressed, and while we 
remained wi1h them in silence. The prisoners here are those sen• 
tenced from Great Britain, to work on the roads for certain pcriuds 
before being assigned : they were at one time ordered to work in 
chain,, and for period11 as long as seven years: this excessive and 
injurious seYeriry has been relaxed, and now they are exempted from 
cbaioa, unlesa as a punishment for improper conduct: and if they 
behave well, they are assigned at the expiration of two year,. 
Thus hope being kept alive, and strict discipline maintained, their 
conduct is generally good ; only three cases have occurred lo be 
subjected to Sagellation within the last month. They arc lodged 
and guarded in the same manner as the ironed-gangs. Though this 
11atioo ia called a stockade, there is no defence around it ; but no 
prisoner can wander off the premises, on account of the military 
guard, who, in this colony, may follow and fire after a runawny who 
does not stop on command. Six boxes, each ten feet wide, and 
lodging twenty-four to twenty-eight men, fonn one side of an area 
which bas the military barracks on the other, and the officers quar• 
ters at one end, opposite to which is the prisoners' mess-shed. In 
the rear of the boxes are two cells for solitary confinement, and a 
few ■mall slab-hut■ for other purposes; and behind the military 
barrack■ there are a few small huts for constables, messengcn, &c. 
The whole place is remarkable for its cleanliness and order. The 
prisoners are employed in the formation of roads and bridges : they 
have already formed a road from the lop of the mountain, wide 
mough for one. carriage; but it is yet only available for hor~es, as a 
creek between the top of it and Appin remnins impassable for car
riages, without a bridge. This part of the colony hns much of the 
features of Cleveland in Yorkshire: the mountains however 11re 
more precipitous, and, 11s well as the low land between them and tlie 
■ea, are covered with lofty and dense forests, except in a few places, 
and where in most instances human industry has cleared the fertile 
soil, which seems to consist of decomposed ba<' Lt from the base of 

Digitized by oogle II 



10 

the mountains, (which also in places exhibits dark argillaceous 
rock,) mixed with washings from their sandstone tops, and a large 
proportion of vegetable matter. The town of Wollongong is hid 
out close to a small boat-harbour: the site is principally the proprrty 
of Charles T. Smith, who had obtained a grant of the land before 
the place was fixed upon for a town. There are already two stores, 
two public-houses, a few other weather-board buildings, a Roman 
Catholic chapel, a barn fitted up for Episcopalian worship, a police
office, and barracks for some mounted police. F. Wilkinson meeta 
the Episcopal congregation, in which the road-party are included, so 
far as they are Prot€stants, on First-day mornings ; he also preaches 
at Dapto, a few miles distant, on First-day afternoons. The blacks 
in this district are not numerous: a group of them were seated on 
the ground in the town, many of whom were afflicted with sores. 

2~nd 9th mo. Being supplied with horses by some of our friends, 
we nccompanied Bartholomew O'Brien a few miles along the coast, 
near which are some fresh-water lagoons, opening into the sea 
occasionally, and consequently salt,-Tom Thumb's Lagoon, and the 
Illawarra Lake. The latter of these two is of considerable extent, 
and is ornamented with very pretty scenery. There are a few little 
islands in it, and the surrounding country is a little undulating, and 
clothed with magnificent forest. On a little spot of cleared land on 
the margin of a lake, is the habitation of a settler in humble life, to 
whose family B. O'Brien introduced us. Their hut is a very rustic 
one, covered with bark, and internally hss much of the sombre hue, 
common to the dwellings of the lower classes of Scotch and Irish, 
and which too often also prevails in those of the English in thia 
colony: hut the mother of this family is of a character rarely met 
within these wilds: she is pious, and abounding in Christian good
will to all around her: it was a treat to visit her, and to receive her 
hearty blessing: she is an honour to her country, Scotland, and an 
ornament to the community to which she belongs. B. O'Brien had 
been called in professionally when she was ill, and found he had come 
to the place to receive rather than to give advice. From this place 
we went with him to his hut to dine; it is of rough slabs, covered 
with bark ; rustic in the full sense of the word : he is here superin
tending a flock of sheep, the joint property of himself and F. Wil
kinson, who is also temporarily dwelling in the same habitation, 
Illawarra not being a favourable country for sheep, though a delight
ful climate, and well adapted for agriculture, B. O'Brien is about 
to remo'l'e with his charge to one of the more elevated southern dis
tricts. We held a meeting for public worship in the police-office in 
the evening, at which about fifty persons were present. 

23rd 9th mo. In comp.any with Lieutenant William Sheatre and 
his sister, and B. O'Brien, we rode up the newly-formed road to the 
top of the mountain: it is a few miles so t,hwar of that by which 
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we descended. The whole ascent or about five miles ia through rich 
forests, abounding with cabbage-palms, and other striking trees, 
The views of the adjacent country, some portions of which are 
cleared, are very fine. The rocks at the top of the mountain are 
sandstone. A large diamond-snake was killed by our party: it is a 
handsome species, the bite of which is considered venomous, but it 
ii said rarely to be fatal. Among the trees of this country are 
several enormous parasitical figs, the giant-nettle, the maple-leaved 
atarculia, and a metrosideros, called here turpentine-tree: the last is 
a large timber-tree here, though about Syd1wy it rarely exceeds 
twenty feet in height. We dined with Lieutenant Sheaffe, look tea 
with E. and E. Hancock, and afterwards attended a Temperance 
Meeting in the police-office, which was crowded. The audience 
was addressed by George W, Walker, Lieutenant Sheatfe, and 
myself, and some remark11 were also made by Edward Hancock and 
Dr. Osborne, on the desirableness of establishing a savings' bank 
in connexion with the promotion of temperance, A few persona 
signed the declaration. Two affecting cases of death lately occurred 
from drunkenness in this neighbourhood. A man was found burnt 
in his hot, and a woman smothered in a hay-loft, undt:r most ab
horrent circumstances. 

Uth 9th mo. We took a walk into the forf'st, and examined 
tome of its beauties more particularly. A large climber, resembling 
a species of pepper, but dioocious, was ascending some of the lofty 
trees, in the manner that ivy does, and depending again almost 
to the ground. Many large cabbage-trees had been felled by the 
natives, for the sake of the heart of the leaves, which they eat, hav
ing been taught to use this article for diet by the white population. 
Forty to seventy feet may be reckoned the height of this useful pal.ll, 
the leaves of which are also used for thatching, and making hats; 
and the trunks are split for slabs, rails, and occasionally for posts, 
and for food for pigs, which eat the inside, consisting of sweetish, 
spongy matter mixed with fibres. This species ( corypha australis) 
projects its Bower-stems, which are branched, and have large brac
teal scales with the young leaves: the seeds are hard, purple, and 
the size ofa marble. B. O'Brien joined us in the afternoon, and 
we walked over the rocky point, forming the boat-harbour: it is 
but an indifferent shelter when the wind is from the east or north
east. Some of the rocks are dark and argillaceous, and contain ma
rine fossils. Coal is visible 011 the ascent of the mountain. We 
had the company of Frederick Wilkinson, the Episcopal clergyman, 
who 11·as brought up at a Friends' school, and of Eliza Broughton, 
of Appin, at C. T. Smith's this evening. The latter is step-mother 
to Sarah Smith, whose own mother fell a sacrifice to the canni
balism of the New Zealanders, when the Boyd, on board of which she 
was a passenger, was wrecked on that coast. Wollongong is often 
called the Five Islands, from five small islets near to it. 
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25th 9th mo. (First-day.) Being joined by E. H. we went to 

Dapto, wh<'re we had a nl(.'eting at the house of a kindly-disposed 
wo111an. On the way we breakfasted with Frederick Wilkinson and 
B. O'Brien, the latter of whom alao accompanied us. Dapto ia a 
scattered settlemenL The number of persons assembled wu not 
large; but we were enabled to extend the gospel message to them, 
with invitation to seek the knowledge of the Lord, through aubmis
&ion to the teaching of the Holy Spirit. After the meeting our 
party proceeded to Marshell Mount, the residence of Henry Os
borne: we met with s kind reception from him and his family, and 
in the evening had nn opportunity of open religious communication 
with them and their servants and guests. 

27th 9th mo. We engaged at Dapto a black native, of the Kangaroo 
Ground, to be our guide to Bong Bong. His colonial name was 
Tommy. He was of middle stature, rather broad-shouldered, bad s 
depressed nose, through the cartilage of which he wore a bone, accord
ing to the common custom of this country, where a black ...,.ill some
times ■tick the stem of a tobacco-pipe through the cartilage of bia 
nose, which is always perforated, if he have no other convenient 
place for it! His eyes were drawn obliquely toward their inner 
angle, probably from the same cause which occasioned an elevated 
ridge downward, from one of them. When he came to us be wu 
dressed in a suit of ragged European clothing ; but as a part of 
his wages, he was fitted out with a striped shirt, a pair of canvass 
trowsers, and a grey woollen jacket. With this man we proceeded 
to Kiama, a little settlement on the coast, with a boat-harbour. On 
the way thither we called on several small settlers, and left them 
tracts. We also fell in with some of the aborigine,. The females 
had their hair ornamented with kangaroos' teeth. They enquired 
of our guide who we were, and where we were going, and appeared 
well satisfied with his explanations. The cabbage-palms are very 
numerous in the port of lllawarra, forming groves by the aide■ of the 
ground which has been cleared. Seaforthia elegans, known here by 
the native name of bangalce, is also plentiful in shady places. 
Many parts of the forest are gay with a species of goodia, which 
forms a large shrub, and is covered with racemes of yellow, pea-like 
blossoms, tinged with orange. Some of the open, grassy forest is 
covered with a species of indigo, (1. australis,) three feet high, which 
is now clothed with rosy pink flowers. Parasitical plants, of the 
orchis tribe, arc common on the trunks of trees in humid situations, 
One of these, with tufts of white, fragent blossoms, is very beauti
ful, sarcochilus falcatns, brown. Some of the species of fig (among 
which is ficus marcrophillaJ having established themselves on other 
h11ge trees, and shut them in, have, like those I described at More
ton Bay, become enormous forest-trees. Tree-nettles are n11~ 
rous, and require care in passing : we measured the trunk of one, 
sixteen foct in ~ircumiercnce. We heard the voice of the AustralUUl 
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pheaaant, so celebrated for its splendid tail, on account or wbich it is 
110metimes called 1be New Holland Bird of Paradise; and 11aw 

various species of pigeon, parro1, &c. flocks of white cocka
toos, and one small species of kangHroo; and 1he. Jory parrot, of 
ttim80D and b1ue, mixed wi1h dark colours, were siuing in flocks, 
on the post-and-rail fences, in 1he lit1le settlement of Kiama, where 
they are very mischievous in the gardens. Kiama consisls of about 
a dozen cottages, built of wood, occupied by a blacksmi1h, a carpen
ter, a shoemaker, &c. and a cOIISlable's house, where the police
magistrate holds his court. We passed through it a mile, to 1he 
house of T. K. where we were ho!lpitably enterL<1ined, and had a 
religious in1erview with his establishmenl, consisting of a few as
signed servan1s, himself and his wife, and his widowed mo1her. 
The roads we travelled 10-day V1ere excessively miry, and were too 
much 80 to allow any persons to join 1he company at T. Kendall's, 
after sun-sel ; but our black guide joined some of his country peo
ple in the "Bush," notwithstanding 1he inclemency of the night; 
seeming to prefer their company, and 1he shelter of a few sheets of 
bark, to 1be company of white people in a house. He speaks Eng• 
liah intelligibly, and is of an industrious disposition. 

28th 9th mo. Though the day was showery we accomplished a 
journey to Shoal Ha.en; but I did not feel comfortable in having 
proceeded 11·ithout having first at1emp1ed t.o assemble 1he few per
sons settled about the boat-harbour at Kiama, on 1he spo1. An un
due fear of prolonging our visit beyond its proper bounds, and dis
couragement at the 11ate of 1he roads, induced me to put by a little 
exercise on 1heir account, which I afterwards felt a painful burd1m, 
though I did not apprehend it required of me to re1urn 10 the 
place. We entered the Shoal-Haven distric1, and came upon the 
extensive propeny of Alexander Berry. The whole of the terrilory 
called Illawarra, which lies belween the coast-range of mountains 
and the ocean, and has a mild climate, without frost, and little 
liable to drought, is adapted for 1he growlh of maize, wheat, and 
01her grain, vines, oranges, lemons, and other fruits of modera1ely 
warm climates, and for feeding horned cattle. 

SO1h 9th mo. We took some steps to invite 1he penons on 1he 
opposite side of the Shoal-Haven River, to a meeting for public 
worship, to be held at Coolingaus on Fir11t-day. A black, who has 
learned to saw at A. Berry's Sawing Establishment, on Broughton• 
Creek, came to Coolingatla to-day, and asked for some seed-pota
toes. He Mid he bad cleared a piece of land, and aowed some 
pumpkins, and be wanted to grow some potatoes, and sit down; 
for it wu no good to wander about as his countrymen did. A. Berry 
wu much pleued with this spontaneous offer to settle, he having 
often tried in vain to persuade some of 1hese people 10 adopt such a 
course. 
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2nd 10th mo. About ninety penons auembled at eleven 
o'clock, under the verandah, at Coo)ingatta, which was seated for. 
the occasion with planks laid upon small casks : it was a satisfactory 
opportunity. The latter part of the day was spent in reading and 
conversation, with frequent reference to Holy Scripture. The only 
native blal'k who was at the meeting this morning, waa Lewis. No 
families in New South Wales, who assemble for public worship, ap
pear to take any pains to collect the blacks along with them. The 
idea that the blacks cannot understand a dissertation in English, is 
one obstacle, and their want of personal cleanliness is another; but 
neither of these are insurmountable diffkulties. l feel persuaded 
that if worldly emolument was to be had by civilizing and instruct
ing the aborigines, they would soon be civilized and instructed ; 
but generally there is a great neglect, on the part of the white 
population, with regard to their own spiritual state, and a conse
quent carelessness with respel't to those around them, especially 
the blacks. 

-'th I 0th mo. We set forth for Bong Bong. There are now 
three tribes of blacks on the Kangaroo-ground; one of which be
longs to the neighbourhood, the others are from Shoal Haven and 
Bong Bong. I counted forty men in one of these tribes. They 
are going to the Cow-pastures, to learn a new song, that has been 
invented by some of their country people there. For an object of 
this kind they often travel great distances. Several of them ■peak 
tolerable English. They were attired either in skin garments, 
fastened over one shoulder and under the other; or in blankets, or 
in 10me other articles of European clothing; one having a pair of 
trowers, another a shirt, a third also a jacket, and so on. They 
prop large sheets of bark up with sticks, for shelters to sleep under, 
having fires in front. Few of them had any covering for their 
heads, and none of them shoes. They are very peaceable when 
kindly treated. We felt not the least fear in sleeping in a rude hut, 
the door of which blew open several times in the night, being with
out a fastening, and the wind awfully boisterous, though about 
two hundred of them were only at a few hundred yards distance. 
In the morning eight of them, in addition to the three we had c-n
gaged, chose to accompany us on our journey. Near to Brook's 
hut an old black woman was laid under a slight shelter, formed by a 
few sheets of bark. She has lost the use of her legs, and is chiefly 
sustained by the white people, who give her milk and scraps of 
food. All the men here have undergone the ceremony of having 
one front-tooth knocked out, on being admitted to the privileges of 
manhood; and they have the cartilages of their noses perforated, 
and bones of the thickness of a quill, and about four inches long, 
through them. They wear fillets of net-work around their btads, 
and beads formed of short pieces of reed around their necks. It 

Digitized by Google 



15 

was not till after a considerable time had been spent in converea
tion among our sable companions and their countrymen, which we 
found it necessary to submit to the delay of patiently, that our party 
commenced their march. They carried with them their arms, con
sisting of spears, waddies, boomerings, &c. a musket, whil·h one of 
them had received as a present from a settler, for whom he had 
done some service. One of the spears was barbed down one side, 
for more than a foot, with pieces of bottle-glass, neatly broken to a 
regular figure, and stuck on with grass-tree gum. 

5th 10th mo. We were furnished with horses, which enabled us 
to visit an ironed-gang stationed at Berrima, four miles from Thros
by Park, &<'<'Ording to the road taken, which is under the charge of 
Lieutenant Briggs, and a road-party under charge of J. Lambie of 
the survey department, to both of which companies we had much 
Christian counsel to contcy, 

6th 10th mo. Being furnished with horses, and attended by an 
aged man as guide, we proceeded to a place on the Goulburn-road, 
called Black Bob's Creek, where there is a bridge and road-party of 
nineteen men, with whom we had a religious interview, They are 
without Bibles or any regular religious instruction, 

7th 10th m~. \Ve visited an iron-gang at Marulan, distant about 
one and a half mile from Wingclow, and had a religious opportunity 
with them. Lieutenant Bently, the officer in charge, reads the 
Episcopal service to them on First-days, and they have recently been 
supplied with Bibltis, Testaments, and Prayer-books, by the Bishop 
of Australia. The men in this gang present strong marks of depra
vity in their countenances, and many of them have defectively 
formed heads. The iron-gangs in this colony may now be said to 
be placed under a rigid military dicipline, and kept closely guarded 
day and night by soldiers. No smoking is allowed among them : 
they nre kept close to work, (at least such as are stationed on the 
roads in the interior,) and they are locked up in caravnn11 or boxes, 
as they arc popularly callcil, from sun-set to sun-rise. These boxes 
vary from seven and a half to ten feet in width, and accommodate 
from twenty to twenty-eight persons : they are only about sixteen 
feet in length: those at Merulan are small. Prisoners whose charac• 
ters are not good, are assigned into service remote from Sydney, and 
this gang is composed of such as have committed offences in the situ
ations into which they have been assignetl, so that they present one 
of the worst specimens of the prisoner-population. 

9th 10th mo. At eleven o'clock we went to the court-house. 
The congregation assembled slowly, and at length amounted to 
seventeen, with whom, however, we had an open season of religious 
labour, The population of the district is m eh sent ered. A large 
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proportion of the whole are Roman Catholics, and there is among 
the whole community a much stronger inclination to reaort to the 
public-house, than to a place of worship. 

11th 10th mo. At seven in the morning we assembled in the 
wool-room with 3bout forty persons, with whom we had a satisfactory 
season of religious labour. Captain Rossi lost about two thousand 
sheep last season by the influenza ; but not being aware that this 
mortality would have been prevented by any care on the pert of 
himself or his shepherd, he bore it with becoming patience, as a dis
pensation of Him, who is Sovereign Lord of all, and who has a right 
at his pleasure to giYe proof that temporal possessions are only held 
aubserviently to his will. Most of the settlers in this part of the 
country feed flocks, not only on their own locations, but on an ex
tensive unlocated territory to the southward, called Menaro Plains, 
where, as well as further down the Merumbidgee River, the white 
population are spreading like a mighty flood, fixing themselves in 
temporary hut,, until the government shall survey, and sell the land 
they occupy; when they will move still further backward. The 
whole of this country is so elevated u to prcxlure a climate adapted 
for the growth of wheat, grapes, apples, peaches, gooseberries, &c. 
Snow lies for a few hours at a time in winter, (last winter it is said 
to have laid three weeks at one time, in some parts of Menaro 
Plains,) and the mornings at that season are very frosty. Having 
finished our service here, we returned to Goulbum, where by the 
kindness of E. Wsddy we were associated with one of the mounted 
police, who was returning to Lumley, the residence of Robert Fut
ter, to whom we had I\ letter of introduction from our kind friends 
Alexander M•Leay. Our guide took us over a part of the plains, and 
through a pass of many miles in length, in the bottom of which was 
a large chain of ponds of excellent and refreshing water, very grate
ful on such n hot day. By this route from Goulbum the distance 
was shortened from twenty-three to sixteen miles. We were kindly 
received at the close of this fatiguing day, by Robert Futter and hi, 
wife, in whose family we found sojourning a gentleman from India, 
named Thomas P. Bisco ; who kindly proposes that we should avail 
ourRClvea of the use of his carriage to-morrow, which is proceeding in 
the same direction with ourselves. The country about Lumley is 
open forest with thin herbage, affording sheep-pasture: as do also 
the small plains with which it is interspersed. A few miles to the east 
Rre the Shoal-Haven Gullies, which are ravines in a lime-stone 
formation : some of them are said to be one thousand six hun
dred feet deep: we had not spare time to visit them ; "·e are glad 
to get forward with our work as fast as we can, not forgetting the 
length of time we have already been separated from our dear COD• 

nexions, nor desiring to extend it beyond what the work we have 
been called to requires, yet my prayer is, to be preserved from anx-
iety on this suqjcct, till our senice be complete • rl that, feeble 
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M we are as instruments, the Lord may be glorif\cd, through the dnily 
help of his grare bestowed upon us. 

l!th 10th mo. At seven o'clock in the morning we met the per
sons composing the establishment of Robert Futter at Lumley. The 
religious labour bestowed was well accepted : leaving Lumley, we as
sembled the Bungoma road-party, and hnd a religious interview with 
them, seated on some logs by the side of the road. 

13th 10th mo. After breakfast we met the people belonging to 
H. H. Macarthur's establishment at this place, in a barn ; in which 
temporary seats were provided, and had a satisfactory religious op
portunity with them. H. H. Macarthur expressed gratification at 
our visit, and that his people should hnve the benefit of the religious 
counsel we were enabled to impart. Similar acknowledgments have 
often been made to U!'I in othet" places, and a belief f'xpressed that a 
repetition of such visits would be of great service. We pursued our 
journey turning off at the Medway rivulet to Oldbury, the rcidence 
ofa family of the name of Harton, with whom we had a religious inter
view after tea. Thus concluded the labours of this day, in which 
(lhe weather being cool with a fresh breeze) we had walked twenty
two miles without a rest, or any other refreshment than a drink of 
water. 

16th 10th mo. The meeting at Bong Bong was smnll. Though 
the notice was for ten o'clock it was eleven before the people assem
bled. That at Sutton Forest in the afternoon was attended by up
wards of fifty persons. In both, 11trength was affordrd to proclaim 
lhe message of mercy through a crucified, and glorified Redeemer, 
and to direct to the operation of the Holy Spi1it, leading those who 
attend to its convictions to repentance, faith in Christ, and a humble 
walk before God. 

17th I 0th mo. \Ve proceeded to Mittagong, where we were 
couneously received by Captain Charles, nnd Charlotte Sturt, nnd 
their brother Eveline Sturt, who has just arrived from England. On 
the way we fell in with Benjamin Clayton, and Archer Broughton, and 
took a panakin of coffee with them, hy the road-shle, where they were 
resting, while their horses grazed after a pull over the Mitwgong range: 
they were travelling toward their sheep-station on the Doomut 
River, far to the southward, beyond the located part of the colony, 
h~ving eal'h a saddle-horse, and being accompanied by a tiltcrl cart 
with two horses, conveying their provisions, &c. Many persons are 
now on their wuy to the southward, to their sheep•shearings, and 
the number of drays on the road taking provisions in the same direc
t ion is considerable. These two young men expect to be ten days 
yet on the road: they sleep in the cart, and their men under it. Between 
Bong Bong and Mittagong we passed several hilts of 

1
veterans, who 
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had grants of one hundred acres eac;h in this 6ne neighbourhood, 
where the soil is rich in many places, overlaying basalt, but drunk
enness and profligacy have kept these wretched people in poverty, 
where industry and sobriety would have been rewarded with plenty. 
Charles Sturt is well known, on account of making long exploratory 
journies to the southward, in company with G. M•Leay, of \\'hichan 
account is published: and in which their courage in their conduct 
toward the native blacks, by which they were preserved from hosti
lity against them, is an interesting feature. 

18th 10th mo. Having had a religious interview with the family, 
and establishment of Captain Sturt, assembled under the verandah 
of their house, we proceeded on our way, which lay through an in• 
hospitable territory, called !largo Brush, a thick forest on a sandstone 
formation. We met several companies of blacks: some of the women 
had considerable quantities of native currants, the fruit of leptomeria 
acida, which they were taking in vessels scooped out of the knots of 
the gum-tree, (here called callabashes,) some of which will hold 
several quarts. We dined at Lapton's Inn, the landlord of which 
was killed a few days ago, by a fall from his horse when intoxirated, 
and the following night, the wife of an inn-keeper named Gray, 
nearer to Goulburn, died from a.cessive drinking. We passed 
through a small settlement, called the stone-quarries, after sun-set, 
and reached Jarvis Field, the residence of H. C. Antill, the police
magistrate, from whom we received a cordial welcome, after a tedioua 
walk of twenty-five miles. 

19th I 0th mo. After breakfast we had a religious interview with 
the family and servants of H. C. Antill, who having been brigade
major under Governor Macquaire, is usually called Major Antill. 
The company assembled in a room upon his premises, erected in a 
court-house, in which this worthy magistrate not only assembled his 
family and establishment for public worship, but also a neighbouring 
road-party, the ticket-of-leave men, and others who reside near; to 
whom he reads the service of the Episcopal Church, with a sennoo 
on First-days : he also assembles his own household twice a day, 
for the reading of the Scriptures and prayer. \\Te were present this 
morning on one of these occasions to our comfort. Departing from 
Jarvis Fielc.l, we had a religious opportunity with a neighbouring 
road-party, and then crossed the range of hills called Razor-back, 
and proceeded through open grassy-forest, to Brownlow Hill, where 
we were welcomed by George and James M•Leay, sons of the colo
nial secretary. 

:20th 10th mo. After breakfast we met the establishment of 
George and James M•Leay at their station on the Mount Hu.o
ter Creek, about two miles from Brownlow Hill. The company 
consisted of about thirty persons, to whom the ospel message 
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•u e1tended. Brownlow Hill is a pretty situation ; the house, 
a very comfortable one, a single story, with a verandah on three 
aides. The ground about it ia tastefully laid out. In clearing 
the adjacent land, which ia of varied surface, care has been taken 
not to destroy the beauty of the place by cutting down the treea 
indiscriminately. Much of the land in this part of the country, 
which bears the name of the Cow-pastures, has been cleared by 
human industry, and is now covered with luxuriant crops or 
wheat and barley, or clothed with grass, which is chiefly depastured 
by horned cattle, and is less plentiful than it formerly was. After 
the meeting, Dr. Smith (who has come out as surgeon-superin
tendent to three vessels, bringing convicts to the colony at different 
periods) and James M•Leay, accompnnied us to the court-house at 
Cowder, where a young prisoner-11hepherd was sentenced 10 receive 
fifty lashes for allowing his flock to get mixed with that of another 
shepherd. At Cowder we joined William Macarthur, and being 
mounted by our friends here, went with him to Camden, where he 
resides in a large and elegant house of two stories, built of beautiful 
sandstone, resembling that from the vicinity of Durham, England. 
The gardens about it are extensive, and well laid out, and every 
thing about the place is in substantial, but unostentatious style. Wil
liam Macarthur and his brother (now in England) are extensive 
proprietors of sheep, to which they pay great attention, and which 
they are now beginning to shear. They, like many other persona, 
hue found it necessary, on account of the late dry seasons, to drive 
most of their flocks far to the soutl1ward for pasturage. William 
Macarthur says, they cannot now keep in this nl'ighhourhood more 
than ten thousand, where a few years ago they kept thirty thousand, 
tlie seasons at that time being much more humid. Some families of 
blacka are regularly rationed at Camden, on the score of justice: 
the present proprietors and their fathers, to whom they succeeded, 
considering, very properly, that this was due to the people, whose 
lands themselves had occupied. 

21st 10th mo. We met William Macnrthnr's men, about one 
hundred in number, and communicated much religious counsel to 
them. Both here and at Brownlow Hill the Episcopal prayers are 
read to the men, by their m:isters, on First-days; ancl occasionally 
t~ey are visited by the ncif!hhouring exemplary unJ diligent Colo
nial Chaplain, Thom:is Hassall. 

22nd l 0th mo. The evt'11i11g was very "'arm, but we neverthe
les~ had a satisfactory mreting, with about forty people, i11 T. Has
sail's school-room, near his chapel, at Cobbity. After the meeting 
I visited, at T. Hassall's request, a family s,dforing from influenza. 
The poor father, in a high state of fever, was in the same bed with 
two of his children. In illness the crowded state of some of the 
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hut, of the lower 11lasses rendc rs them very uneomfortable. The 
chapel at Cobbity was erected by T. Hassall at his own expense. 

28rd 10th mo. (First-day.) Being mounted on ponies, by our 
kiod frieDd Thomas Hassall, we took leave of him and his family, 
and proceeded through the beautiful vale of the Nepean River, to 
M ulgon; OD the way assembling the establishments of James J\lac
artbur, John E. Manning, and Henry Shadforth, with ea<'h of 
which we had a religious interview, Henry T. Shadforth accom
panied us to within sight of Winbourn, the residence of George 
Cox, by whom we were received in a very friendly manner, and 
conveyed in his carriage, iD company with himself and Thomas 
Black, a neighbouring surgeon, who waa attending one of G. Cox's 
children, dangerously ill in influenza, to a place used for public wor-
11hip, on the premises of his brother, Edward Cox, where he had ap
pointed a meeting for us, at which about forty persons were pre
sent. After a solemn silence of considerable duration, in which the 
Divine presence was felt to be comfortingly with us, strength was 
afforded to proclaim the gospel messRge, with much warning and 
encouragement. We returned with George Cox to lodge. At Pen
rith we dined with J. and E. Josephson and their family; and in 
the afternoon went on to Duneved, on the South Creek, the resi
dence of Captain King, passing the house of his brother-in-law, 
R. C. Lethbridge, the owner .of which, with others of the family 
were, we learned, laid up with influenza. Captain King was 

·from home; but we met a kind welcome from Philip King, 
junr, and from his pious mother; and from P. King, the widow of 
the late Governor King, who now resides here with her son. In 
the evening we had a numerous attendance of the family and 
servants, to whom we had much religious c-ounsel to communicate. 
It is but a short time since Captain King and his son Philip left the 
navy, and took to the more peaceable life of Australian sheep
owners. lo this !urge and interesting family the benign inOuence 
of a pious mother is clearly to be traced, and great indeed is the 
blessing: 

25th I 0th mo. We walked sixteen miles, chiefly down the wes:
tern road, to Parramatta. 

2Gth 10th mo. We went to Parrnmatta, and paid onr respect., 
to the Governor, and to his son, John Bourke, who made many en
quiries relative Lo our vi~it to the southern part of the colony. We 
called at the factory for fomale prisoners, which ia DOW in an improv
ing state of discipline. Many improvements are vi~ible in Parra
maua, :since we visited it a little more than a year ago. The tle
manu for lime hlis raiscu thut article to ls. 6d. per bushel. We 
returned to tlie Vineyard in the evening, and had a religions oppor
tunity with the family of H. H. Macarthur, which consists of eleven 

Digitized by Google 



21 

rhildren, some of whom are grown up, and with their guests, an<l a 
few of their servants. It is a satisfaction to find, upon the legisla
tive counsel of this colony, such a man as H. H. Macarthur. He 
is one who respects religion, is of upright conduct, and of an intel
ligent mind, well acquainted with the state of the country, in which 
be is an exten11ive proprietor of land, sheep, &c. His house is an 
escellent one, of two stories, very pleasantly situated upon the navi
gable part of the Parramatta River, or perhaps, to speak more cor
rectly, near the extremity of the estuary called Port Jackson, to 
which the Parramatta River is but a very small, tributary brook. 

Return to S!Jdney. 

27th 10th mo. We returned to Sydney, calling on the way at 
l'ennant Hills, where we had a religious interview with the ironed
gang and invalid road-party stationed there, and at Kissing Point, 
where we dined with Isaac Shepherd, a good old man, who has a 
son a missionary in New Zealand, and a daughter in O'Tahiti, the 
wife of n missionary of the name of Henry. J. Shepherd has re
sided in the colony forty-two years, and has prospered temporarily, 
as he has grown in grace, in which he has exceeded most of his 
contemporaries. He has some flocks of sheep to the southward, 
and haa a fine orange-grove here; the trees in which exceed any 
other orange-trees in size that I have seen in New South Wales. 
We then proceeded to Tarban Creek to see the New Lunatic Asy
lum. We took the steam-packet at the adjacent ferry, and arrived 
in Sydney in good time in the evening. 

1st 11th mo. This morning an assigned servant, who had re
sided some time in the family of Elizabeth Merritt, and was re
markably sober, hone1t, and industrious, and possessed an unusual 
share of muscular strength, was 1uddenly taken ill, and died in 
about an hour and a half, in con1.1equence of congestion in the right 
auricle of the heart. He had three attacks of spasm, and in the 
lut exclaimed, " If I was only prepared to die!" and then prayed 
for mercy, and almost instantly expired. I wns absent when the 
awful event took place, having a short time before taken my seat 
on the Liverpool coach, on which I met with a man who was ~oing 
to catch a horse, which had killed its rider by dashing his head 
agairu.t a tree. After some very profligate persons, who from their 
appearance and bad language I suppose had been prisoners, had 
left the coach, I found an openness to speak with this individual, 
on the necessity and advantages of living in :i state of preparation 
for death, and to explain to him the way of salvation. This man 
also left the coach before we reached Liverpool, and a woman got 
up, so drunk that I could not sit by her, either with propriety, or 
aoy dl."gree of satisfaction ; I therefore stepped over the roo(, and 
found a place among some more sober people. My errand to 
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Liverpool was to visit a young man, who has been a long time a 
patient in the Colonial Hospital, and whom I found still very ill, 
but in a much more desirable state of mind than when I saw him 
some time before. Divine love and mercy have wonderfully fol
lowed him. The family devotion at E. Merrit's, in the evening, was 
one of much solemnity. In addition to the usual reading of the 
scriptures, and waiting upon God in silence, I was engaged in com
menting upon the awful occurrence that had taken place in the family, 
and in prayer, that the warning might not be neglected. " Thou 
(the Lord) turnest man to destruction; and sayest, return, ye chil
dren of men." 

Srd 11 th mo, Though ten persons were present at the week
day meeting, but few of them were more than temporary residents 
in the town. It was a time of renewal of strength to myself, and I 
had a few words to express, exhorting those present to examine 
whether they had known the grace of God to bring salvation to 
themselves, or had only kno\vn it as teaching them that they ought 
to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, &c. 

4th 11 th mo. I had some conversation with a young man of en
quiring mind, who has not yet attained a clear view, as to the 
standard of Christian practice, Human nature is very apt to shrink 
from taking up the cross, and walking in the way of self-denial, and 
would trust to the death of Christ for salvntion, without submitting 
to the sanctification of the Spirit ; would be saved by what Christ 
has done for him, without the practice of what He enjoined, which a 
true belief in Christ leads into a compliance with. 

8th 11th mo, Having believed it in the line of our duty to inviLe 
the inhabitants of Sydney to meet with us, for public worship, by 
notice from house to house, dividing the town into districts, we put. 
some notices into course for printing. The meeting of the Tempe
rance Committee this evening was well attended. A quantity of 
tracts have been received as a donation from the New York Tem
perance Society. Another vessel sailed from tl,is port, a few days 
ago, on temperance principles; and the crew of one that put into 
Port Stephen's, a short time since, conducted I hemsel ves so well, as 
to form a striking contrnst with others nut on the same principles. 

9th 11 th mo. W c received the following document. " Colonial 
Secretary's Office, Sydney, 7th N uvl'mbcr, l 836. Messrs. Back
house and Walker, members of the Society of Friends, have the 
permission of his Excellency the Governor to visit the old and new 
Jails, the Hulk, Goat Island, Hyde Park Barracks, Carter's Bar
racks, aud all other places in the district of SydnPy, in which con
victs remain under the care of government, for the purpose of dif
fusing religious instruction among them; and all officers in charge 
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of these several establishments, are hereby required to atl'ord 
Messrs. Backhouse and Walker every facility and accommodation 
consistent with the due custody of the prisoners. By command of 
his Excellency the Governor. Alexander M•Leay." 

The weather has been cold for a few days past; now it is 
again hot. The cicadre of this neighbourhood are just commencing 
their merry rattle; which in some species is not kept up in one 
monotonous note, but undulates in chorus in a remark:iblc manner. 
The species which was noisy in the middle of last month, about 
Bong Bong, was distinct from those just coming out here, which 
are of several kinds. 

11th I Ith mo. John C. S. Handt, who has of late been occu
pied in visiting the prisoners, in the interval of his leaving Welling
ton Valley and going to Moreton Bay, accompanied us in l'isiting 
the prisons in the district of Sydney. We met the ironed-gang, 
Etationed within the walls of the area enclosed for the new jail, 
which eontains four acres of ground, and is to have four hundred 
sleeping cells. These men are employed in quarrying stones, &c. 
They are loclged in "boxes," accommodating twenty-five men in 
esch, and are under the same kind of guard and discipline, as the 
ironed-gangs in the interior. They assembled in the mess-shed, 
and at first the Roman Catholics separated themselves, to be locked 
up while we addressed the others; but on being informed that we 
belonged to no class of ordained clergymen, and received no pecu
niary remuneration for our labours, and that persons of their per
suasion had often assembled with us in other places, they joined the 
rest, snd the whole were very attentive and orderly. Abraham 
Davey is closely occupied in delivering notices for the meetings in
tfflded to be held on First-day. He visits every house, taking with 
him tracts, and often conversing with the persons he meets with on 
their religious state. He finds many of the inhabitants of the part 
he is now occupied in, exceedingly degraded, ignorant and de
moralized. One man, a Roman Catholic, told him, he liked his own 
religion best, because he could get drunk two or three times a week, 
and then confess to " Father Macencroe," (one of their priests,) and 
obtain absolution, which set all to right again! Another, I suppose 
~lling himself a Protestant, said be supposed no one would engage 
in such labour without being pretty well paid for it; but he thought 
his diligence in going from house to l.ouse, was more than most 
would exercise for their money, and therefore he deserved attention. 
Much injury to the gospel cause has arisen from its professed advo
rates having so generally neglected the precept, " Freely ye have 
received, freely give."· 

12th 11 th mo. I met several persons in the town, from the inte
r:or, who expressed gratitude for books and tracts which we had sent 
theni. The day was very warm: the wind strong from the north, 
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of the character called in the colony a hot wind. These hot winds 
often greatly injure the crops, especially of wheat: they have 
already done injury in the Hunter and Bathunit districts: in the 
btter they have also suffered from frost. In the evening the 
wind suddenly changed to the southward, blowing with such vio
lence, as to cause the sound of the dust against the windows and 
roofs to resemble that of rain : the finer particles found their way 
into the houses in spite of closed doors and windows, so that the air 
was loaded with them, and produced a suffocating sens11tion, annoy• 
ing also the eyes and teeth, and besmearing everything that was not 
covered up. This was succeeded by lightning, with thunder, and 
heavy rain. In Sydney this phenomenon is not unfrequent in sum
mer, the strong southerly winds coming on suddenly, and lowering 
the temperature in a few minutes 20° or :30°. 

13th 11th mo. The rsin continued heavy at intervals, with 
strong southerly wind. Only two strangers were at meeting in the 
forenoon, and some of the persons who usually attend were absent: 
the whole congregation amounted only to nineteen. In the even• 
ing the weather was fine, and about sixty persons assembled. On 
both occasions strength was afforded to preach the gospel, and to 
show that an attention to the convictions and guidance of the Holy 
Spirit is necessary in every stage of Christian progress; that without 
this we can neither be convinced of sin, nor repent of it, nor look 
upon Jesus ns the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the 
world, nor walk with God perfecting holiness in his fear, nor hate 
the evidence of acceptance with Him. 

14th 11 th mo. At half-past six in the morning we met the pri
soners of the mineral surveyors' department, about one hundred and 
thirty in number in t_he yard of the new jail, in which they have It 
temporary barrack. John Busby and one of his sons joined the 
company, which we addressed at some length, on the subjects of 
eternal interest, pointing out the preserving efficacy of the grace of 
God, both from offences against him and against man, and showing 
that the sins that bring men into bondage in this world, as well as 
those that bring them into everlasting misery in the next, are the 
result of neglecting to attend to the grace of God that brings sal
vation, and that has appeared to all men, and which teaches those 
who attend to it, to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world, looking for 
that blessed hope, and the glorious appraring of the great God and' 
our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar peo-: 
pie, zealous of good works. John Husby has filled the office of 
mineral surveyor many years. We breakfasted with him and his 
family, arter aC'coinpanying him to the extremity of the tunnel, whirh 
i~ two feet wide an<l about four feet high, and arched with he'lll'D 
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atone (or about two miles in length ; it brings water to Sydney from 
the Botany Bay Swamps, which are natural re11en-oil'II, being exten
aive baaina in sand-atone rock. One of these occupies about cne 
thouaand acres, and is filled with sand, which keeps the water pure ; 
it ia oYergrown with shrubs; it is of great depth, and contains a vast 
body of water. Few of them exhibit water on the surface beyond 
what renden the soil a little boggy; but some small streams ooze 
from them, and in two or three places their surface is pure white 
11nd. Moat of them are ornamented with Yery gay shrubs and 
planta, which also .abound on the sdj11cent sandy hills, in the sides of 
which the sand-atone rocks are bare in many places. The marshes 
are now gay with ealliatemon lauceol11tus, and a low, rigid, willow
like shrub, with cluatffs of crimson flowers, like bottle-brushes sur~ 
rounding the stem, and with blanfordia nobilis, a plant that rises with 
an erect stem about a foot and a half in height, crowned by about a 
dozen pendant Bowers an inch long, tubulnr, and M thick as a swan's 
quill, sealing-wax red, tipped at tbe six-cleft mouth with orange. 
The shrubs on the hills (which are but little elevated,) are chiefly 
seeding. These gave the name of Botany Bay to the bay by which 
access was 61'11t gained to them. The water from the tunnel is laid 
into iron pipes in various parts of Sydney, but is not yet laid into 
private houses. 

15th J Ith mo. The morning wa1 occupied in writing. In the 
afternoon we had an inte"iew with such prisoners in the Hyde Park 
barrack, u chose to be present on the occasion; they amounted to 
about two hundred out of near ■ix hundred, a large proportion of 
whom are Roman Catholics, A greater latitude is given to the 
clioice of prisoners, in being present on such occasions, than in any 
other prison we have been in. On First-days they are marched to 
their respective places of worship in the town. The Hyde Park 
barrack is the principal dep6t of prisoners in the colony; it is a 
substantial and rather handsome brick building, of three stories, en
clo■ed in an open area, iormed by buildings of one story, with slop
ing roof, resting against the outside walls, at the angles of wbich 
there are circular-doomed small buildings. Some taste is also dis
played in the gateway and other parts. The lower story of the 
central building is chieBy the offices of the asaignment-board, &c. 
The 1econd and third stories are divided into large wards, in which 
the prisoners sleep in hammocks, in 1ingle tiers. Those who arrive 
b1 one 1hip occupy one ward, till taken away by the masters to 
whom they are usigned. This is a good regulation ; it keeps them 
in some measure, from the contamination of the " old hands.'' 
The mechanics retained in lhe employment of government, and 
some others, are al90 lodged in se))ftrate wards. One ward in a 
aide-building has a barrack-bedstead, or platform, on ,,.hich the 
prisoners aleep side by side, without any separation. There are only 
ten solilary cell■ in this prison, in which ftegellation is the usual 
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punishment. One of the olBcere, who bacl been &ere bnly abeut 
fifteen months, said, upwards of one thou,and men bad lteeo Bogged 
in the course of that period ! He stated bia opioiou to be, tha& 
bow much soever. men may dread flagellation, when they have noi 
beeo subjec-ted to it, they are generally degraded in their own esteem 
and become reckless after its infliction. Thi1 we have found a very 
prevailing opinion in the colony. We went in the eYening to ear.. 
ter's Barracks, a station at the south eod of Sydney, now uaed u a 
debtor'• jail, and as a barrack for an ironed-g1111g, and C9Dtig.,.. 
to which there is a tread-mi!L The ironed'1§1Dg ia of about one 
hundred men; they, with other ironed-gangs in the district ol 
Sydney, are under the superintendence of a military oiiaer. 
They sleep on platform& that allow only oae foot and a hall 
to each man, in brick building■, opening into a aeparate yud, IIDd 
under a close mili&ary guard. The place i1 very .:lean. The wad
mill is under distinct 1uperiotendence ; it ha■ one wlaeel for eiglttem 
men and another for ten, and when the mill is not at work the mea 
are kept running rOW1d a circle in the yard. There are now abeat 
eighty men uader aeotenre to thi1 punishment, 

16th 11th mo. We Yisited the ironed~ ia Carter'■ Barracb, 
and had a satis(actory opportunity of religious labour with them; 
Captain Irving and some of the guard being also present. The re
mainder of the day was varioHSly occupied. J, B. took leave of us. 
We have been pleased with his co1J1pany, which we have bacl on ee
veral occasions. He is a " devoot seldier," and haa been sojourning 
in this colony on account of his health. 

1 7th 11 tb mo. At nine o'clock we met the persona aeatenced '° 
the tread-mill, nbout eighty in nnmber. They were uaembled in 
one of the wards whic-h serves for sleeping in, BDd aa a meu--room. 
They were very attentive while we set forth the love of God in aenrl
ing his Son into the world to save sinners; and pleaded with them 
on the folly of seeking satisfaction in sin, aad pointed out. it■ certain 
and awful termination when persisted in, The week-day meeting 
was very small. The afternoon was spent in writing and cooversa
tion, and the evening by the bed-side of a aick acquaintance. In 
extending notice of a meeting for public worship in one of the dia
tricts of the town, A. Davy found two New Zealanders lying willl• 
out shelter in a yard, exposed to the mill, and vecy ill : he obtained 
medical assistance for them; hue one of them died befOl'e menuog, 
as another had done a short time before. On the case being made 
known, an order was immediately given to admit the BUl"'i•or into 
the benevolent Asylum, to which, howeyer, he declined going. 

20th 11th mo. (First-day.) Upwards of four hundred printed ievi. 
tations to Friend1,'-meet_ing■ were left at the houses of oae di■trict of 
Sydney IRSt week, and in the forenoon about sixty perSOMuaembled. 
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and in the eYening a hundred and thirty. Though I had much given 
me to communicate, both were trying eeasone, but particularly that in 
the morning. 0, how lamentably are the people rejecting the Light, 
and walking in darkness, not knowing whither they go. 

22nd 11th mo. We had an interview with the prisoners in the old 
jail, who at this time are about one hundred and eighty in number, 
male and female: they 11re often nearly one hundred more. They 
were assembled in a large shed in the yard, in front of which a move
able pulpit was placed, which is used by the Colonial Chaplain when 
he visits them, which is once a week, or oftener, and they are also 
Tiaited by J. C. S. Handt and some other person& Five men arc 
nuder sentence of death, and two are expected to be executed thili 
day week. The number of executions in New South Wales, in pro
portion to the population, is very great compared with the number 
in Great Britain. 

2Sd 11 th mo. Being accommodated with a boat, by the kindness 
of John Nicholson, the harbour-master, we went to the Goat Island, 
where there is an ironed-gang, and some other prisoners. amounting 
together to about two hundred, who are employed in erecting a pow
der magazine. The building is of free-stone (silicious sand-stone,) 
and ia nearly completed : internally it is an arch of twenty-five feet 
wide and ooe hundred feet long. The p1·isoners are lodged in twelve 
wooden .. boxes," which are very clean and white-washed inside and 
out: each of these boxes is furnished with a few Bibles, Testaments, and 
Prayer-books. The prisoners were assembled in a shed, where Ro
bert Cartwright preaches to them every other Seventh-day, and J. 
C. S. Handt occasionally, The audience was attentive, and there 
was more comfort in preaching to them the glad tidings of tbe Gos
pel, with warning and exhortation, than frequently is the case; but 
when among prisoners under such discipline as keeps them entirely 
from strong d,iok, we are geoerally•sensible of more openness for 
receiving religious instruction, and of a more comforting sense of the 
Di Tine presence, than among the free people of the colony. 

t4th llthmo. At six o'clock this morning we went on board the 
Phamix hulk, moored off Goat Island, and had a satisfactory season 
of religions labour, with upwards of two hundred men sentenced to 
the Penal Settlement, or constituting an ironed-gang, which is lodged 
on board this vessel, and works on shore under a military guard. 

!6th 11th mo. The forenoon was spent in attending to a number 
of desultory engagements. At three o'clock we met the Protestant 
inmates of the Benevolent Asylum, and expressed our Christian de
aire for their welfare. The Roman Catholics were invited, but they 
dedined coming, saying they could not without leave from their 
priesu, who, like the lawyer11 of old, " have taken away the key of 
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knowledge," have not entered in thellllelves, and have also hindered 
them that were entering. There are now upwards of two hundred 
paupers in this institution, where they are fed, clothed, and lodged
ubout one-third are females. Many of the inmates are very aged. 
and a lamentable degree of depravity exists among them. Strong 
drink has brought many of them, both young and old, to the state 
of destitution they are in ; and many of them have so strong a desire 
for liquor, that they abscond from this comfortable refuge, climbing 
over the fence to obtain it. 

27th 11 th mo. (First-day.) The forenoon meeting was attended 
by about sixty persons; that in the afternoon by upwards of a hundred 
and forty. Like other meetings we have had with the inhabitants of 
this large and dissipated town, they were seasons of painful exercise; 
notwithstanding strength was afforded to extend the language of 
warning, exhortation, and doctrine, and to beseech the people, as 
ambassadors of Christ, to be reconciled unto God. 

29th I Ith mo. In the afternoon we had interviews with tJie pa
tients in three sPparate wards of the hospital, most of whom were 
confined to bed. 

Ist 12th mo. The week-day meeting was small and silent, but not 
destitute of a sense of the Divine presence. In the afternoon we 
visited the two remaining wards of the Colonial Hospial, In the last 
there was to my mind a sweet sense of the love and mercy of our 
Heavenly Father, which seemed a token of his acceptance oft.he lit
tle service we apprehended was required of us, and for which he 
graciously qualified us, RS we waited upon him, John C. S. Handt 
kindly accompanied us through these, and all our other visits to the 
public institutions of Sydney and the vicinity. He is a simple
hearted Christian, for whom we feel much esteem. 

2nd 12th mo. Having believed it right for us to issue an addresa 
to the prisoner-population of New South Wales and Van Dieman's 
Land, before leaving these colonies, a portion of my time to-day was 
occupied with it: it is a part of that debt of Christian love, which I 
have long owed them; and having had the opportunity of paying 
this debt by a visit to this part of the world, though it has taken 
me long from the bosom of my family and the society of my friends, 
I esteem a cause of thankfulness. 

Srd 12th mo. I had a conversation with Judge Burton, on the 
desirableness of admitting the evidence of the black population on 
affirmation. At present they are to a great extent virtually out of 
the protection of British law (to which they are nevertheless rendered 
suhjcl't,) because rcw or them understand the nature of an oath suf
ticicntly lo be admitted as evideul·es on oath, This amiable judge is 
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much interested N!Speeting the priaoners on Norfolk Island, who 
were in I lamentably neglected state as regarded morale and religion 
when he wu there. Geo. W. Walker had a Jetter from Major An .. 
dmoo to-day, oonnyiag an interesting notice 0£ the improvement 
among this degraded portion of our fell1nr-creatures. 

ttb lZth mo, (First-day.) The meetinge 1ttre rather more nu .. 
meroaaly attended than on any former occuion. The doctrines of 
the g011pel were preached under a very depre■sing aenae of the small 
capacity of the audience to hear them. 0 how has the God of this 
world blinded the minds of those which believe not, lest the light of 
the glorioua GoapeJ of Christ, who ia the image of God, should shine 
unto them. 2 Cor. iv. 4,. Henry and Ann Carr, of Kangaroo Bay, 
took tea with us, and were at both meetings. Tiley are simple
hearted people, prepared to give more than a cup of cold water to 
those who labour in the goapel, becauae they belong to Chriat. 

6th lfth mo. Occupied in writing, and unpacking one of the 
cues of the books and tracta received by the Gulnare from our 
friends in Y orkahire. We cannot but regard this free-will offering 
on their part aa a special favour from the Lord, who we doubt not 
stirred them up to make it. Without such a supply we should have 
been without this means of keeping up the dispersion of religious in .. 
formation, whic.-h would have been painful to us at this juncture, 
when we have a better opportunity for this description of se"ice 
tban hu before oc:eurred while we have been in Sydney, and when 
we are likely soon to have opportunities of leaving books or tracts at 
placea whicb we may transiently visit. I generally rise early and 
walk before breakfast. This morning, at a short distance from the 
town I fell in with a large emu. I concluded it was a domesticated 
oue, as it exhibited no signs of fear on my approach. Emus retreat 
from the haunts of man, and are now rarely seen, except in remote 
places in the interior. • 

10th 12th mo. Occupied in the Essay ofa "Christian Address to 
the Free Inhabitants of New South Wales and Van Dieman's 
Land." 

12th Uth mo. (First-day.) There was more sense of the Di
vine presence in the meeting ,his forenoon, than ba11 often been the 
case: about sixty persons attended : the vocal labour devolved upon 
myaelf; this has generally been the case in meetings with the inha
bitants of this town. The evening was wet: the attendance not more 
numerous than in the morning. 

16th 12th mo. We had some pleasant conversation with George 
Langhorne, a pious young man, belonging to the Episcopal Church, 
who is going to Port Philip as a miSliionary to lhe blacks, under the 
auspices of the G overoment : be hus been et • P,lnvel i; 9r some time 
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so 
aa a catechist on Goat Island, where he has had some oC the natiTeS 
under his special care, who had come under the operation of the 
British law, in consequence of offences against the white population: 
these have made considerable progress under bis care, but are no• 
either discharged, or sent to the care of L. E. Threlkeld, at Lake 
Macquarie, or to that of William Watson, at We,lington Valley. I 
reed the printed extracts from the journal of my friends, John and 
Martha Yeardly, with much satisfaction, and some encouragement. 
It was very pleasant to receive the copy of this pamphlet from my 
own monthly meeting: a sense of belonging to the same body was 
revived by this little memento, under feelings of sweet gospel fel
lowship, such as are not at our command, but which call forth rever
ent thankfulneu to the Author of all our mercies. 

17th 12th mo. I wrote a letter to George Langhorne, and ano
ther to Da\'id Stead, and made a selection of tracta for each oC them : 
the former takes charge of those for the latter, who now resides at 
Port Philip, and of whom we have plea.unt intelligence, particolarly 
respecting his kindness to the blacks, with whom he maintains a 
good understanding. A collection of tracts was also presented to 
the wife of George Banks, who is about to proceed with her husband 
on a whaling voyage: they sail on temperance principlee in the Juno. 

18th 12th mo. (First-day.) Our meetings were pretty nume
rously attended : that in the evening was the largest we ha•e 
had in the meeting-house. This labour of love (alluding to the 
public invitation given) is now accomplished: it bas been pro
secuted under a sense of great weakness, and also of much pain of 
mind ; little of spiritual exercise appearing to exist, in the small 
congregations gathered with much labour from large district■ of the 
town, in which every house has been visited, and tracts of ooe kind 
or other left by our friend Abraham Davy, where the inhabitants 
would receive them : he states that the scenes of profligacy and coo
sequent misery are very numerous and truly appalling. Much as 
there has presented of a discouraging nature, I entertain a hope, that 
in some small measure at least the way may ban been prepared for 
a better state of things, which may redound to the glory of Hi~ 
who is " not willing that any should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance." 

19th 12th mo. '\\'e received a pleasant letter from G. B. of 
Maitland: his faith has been put to the test with regard to taking 
an oath, he had previously be"°me willing to suffer for bearing a 
testimony against the practice of swearing, if called to do so. He 
was summoned as a juryman Rt the Quarter Sessions, and when his 
name was called, he stood up, and said he could not take an oath. 
Why? asked the chairman. Because the book on which you swear 
me, tells me not to swear at all, replied G. B. The chairman looketl 
angry, and said he could not take such an e teuse-:g utan attorney 
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1l8Dled Nicholls, •bo sat by, said, G. B. could take the alirmatien 
if be were a Quaker. Are you a Quaker? asked the chairman. 
G. B. replied, I cannot say I am, but if there was a Quakera' meet,. 
ing here, I would certainly attend it. It was then decided that G. 
B's. affirmation should be taken, and be ailirmed accordingly, and 
served as a juryman upon two tr~la. 

23rd 12th mo. I _went by coach to Liverpool. I called on R. T,, 
P. H., T. M., and R. S. I dined at the Orphan School with the 
laat, and had some very satisfactory conversation with him on reli
gious topics: he, u well as many others, is much grieved by the 
uowal of many unsound doctrines by G. M. C. B., who had pre
viously been esteemed for his piety; but ha, published a work pur
porting &o be an interpretation of the langua«e of theology, i11 which 
be brings ollt a 1tFa11ge mixture of viaionary error, in connexion with 
as much truth as may render the seotimenta contained in the work 
the more bewildering to the speculative and inexperienced. Those 
who do not receive the gospel practically, are in danger of being car
rie«I away by un10wad doctrines, like cbaft' before the wind. 

24th 12th mo. Richard Keyes dined with ua: he informs us that 
the wheat-craps are so completely destroyed in the Bathurst coun
try, that they will there be dependent for 1upplie1 upon Sydney: the 
abundance of grass will however render thia le11 inconvenient than 
it would have been last year, A fr01t cut off the chief part of their crop, 
io the tenth month of last year : the remainder in the lower grounds 
wu destroyed by a hot wind in the eleventh month, Much of 
that which escaped in the higher grounds was destroyed by hail ; 
which our informant measured nine inches deep, thirty houra after it 
bad fallen, some of the hailstones being three inches round, And 
that whicb escaped the hail, waa soon after devoured by cater. 
pillars! 

1st Iat mo. 1887, (First-day.) Several strangers were at the 
i>renooo meeting, which was held in silence. In the evening the 
number was smaller. My mind became interested on behalf of a 
few youths who came in, and I was enabled to gi,e expression to a 
renewed sense of the importance of learning to walk in the divine 
fear from early life. After the usual scripture-reading, before re
tiring to rest., I was engaged in Yocal prayer on my own behelf, and 
that of the assembled family, that the year j111t commenced might 
be spent more completely than the last to the glory of Him, who 
giveth us life, and breath, and being ; 11nd that we might all attain to 
such a state on the retrospect of the put, aa to witness remission of 
sin, for Jeaua' sake. 

I 0th I at mo. We transmitted to the Governor a copy of the 
Address to the Pri10ner-population of New Sollth Wales and Van 
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Dieman's Land. We also presented copies of the Address to the 
Colonial Secretary, to his predeceasor in office, to the Under-Secre
tary, aod to some other individual9. 

After talciog tea with our worthy friends, John aod Eliza Saun
ders, we accompanied the former to the Temperance committee, 
which is proposing to commence a monthly two-penny publication, 
on the plan of the Temperance Magazine. 

11th 1st mo. In the afternoon we visited a small road-party, in 
a sequestered spot, about two miles from the town, and had a satis
factory season of religious labour and retirement with them. 

lSth lst mo. I completed the Essay of a Report to the Gover
nor, on various subjects connected with the state of the colony of 
New South Wales. 

16th Jst mo. was extremely hot. We were occupied in revising 
the proof of our Christian Address to the free inhabitants, and the 
Essay of the Report to the Governor, from whom was received a 
kind reply. 

17th 1st mo. We breakfasted at Francis Mitchell's, in company with 
Henry Bohart, a missionary just arrived from N cw Zealand, who brings 
us the pleuing intelligence of the safe arrival in the Bay of Islands, 
about the beginning of twelfth month last, of our dear friends 
Daniel and Charles Wheeler, whom he accompanied to Wymatta, and 
whom we may daily expect to see again at Sydney. H. Bohart says, 
their visit had been quite reviving to the missionaries in New Zea
land, who on both aides of the island bad been greatly cast down by 
the misconduct of some of their own body, and by contentions 
among the native tribes. 

21st 1st mo. We forwarded our Report to the Governor through 
the medium of the Colonial Secretary~ having now nearly conduded 
our labours in New South Wales. I desire, however, not only to 
be con~nt, bnt thankful for this: for were it otherwise, I might be 
in great danger of taking the glory of any little services I may have 
been enabled to perform to myself, instead of rendering it to the 
Lord; who gave the qualification ; to whom alone Ute glory be
longeth; and in whose sight no flesh may glory without condem
nation. 

29th ht mo. Twenty persons were present at meeting in the 
forenoon, and eighteen in the evening. Both meetings were held in 
silence; this seemed hard for some of the company to bear: three 
of them left in the evening before the meeting concluded : such an 
occurrence is by no means Wlfrequcnt. It is lamentable to see how 
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little idea, even the professors of Christianity genernlly have of 
communing with their own hearts in silence before the Lord, or of 
quietly waiting upon Him in stillness for themselves. Their reli
gion is too much a temporary excitement, produced by external in
fluence ; and their waiting in public worship is rather upon man, 
that he may produce this excitement, than upon God. 

30th 1st mo. We have heen greatly comforted to-day by the 
arrival of our dear friends, Dllniel and Charles Wheeler, who in the 
courae of the forenoon again came to anchor in Sydney Cove, on 
board the Henry Freeling; they seem to be in much more vigorous 
health than when they left, and their crew has behaved remarkably 
well during their voyage among the islands of the Pacific Ocean, 
where the religious labours of our friends appear to have been well 
received: ,,.e spent a pleasant evening with them, at the house of 
our hospitable friends, John and Mary Tawcll in Macquarie Street. 
We had an agreeable letter from a young man, a prisoner in the 
colony, inclosing one pound for the purchase of Friends' books : 
being an orderly young man, he is allowed by his master to work a 
small portion of his time at his own business, which is a mechanical 
one, and thus to obtain a little money. Though this is not accord
ing to general rule in the treatment of prisoners, such exceptions arc 
not without a good effect. It is important to encourage industry 
and good conduct, as well as to punish the opposite. 

81st 1st mo. I spent the forenoon on board the Henry Freeling, 
reading extracts from several of my English letters, which contained 
information to D. and C. Wheeler, who had not received intellig~nce 
from Europe for upwards of a year before their arrival here, where 
a large packet awaited them. We had also some communings re
spec:ting our future proceedings, and various other subjects of mutual 
interest. In the evening an anonymous letter, containing a one 
pound note, was left at our lodging. The writer mentions having 
received some of our Addresses to the inhabitants of these colonies, 
of which he expresses his approbation, and desires us ro accept his 
contribution to tire promotion of the object of our visit to this 
part of the world, and subscribes himself "a well-wisher to the 
cause.'' This we shall place, as we have done sums occasionally re
ceived from persons wishing to have books, and to pay for them, to 
the account of the Meeting for Sufferings. 

1st !nd mo. We had a call from J.C. S. Handt, who informed 
us that he read our address to the prisoner populntion at the Carters' 
Barracks on First-day, and that the prisoners there exhibited much 
interest on the occasion, and an earnest desire to possess copies. 

2nd 2nd mo. The week-day meeting was h,,Jd in silence : twelve 
persons were present. Though permitted lO feel my own wenknes11 
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in a humiliating degree, I was much comforted under a senae of di
vine overshadowing in some portions of the time we remained toge
ther waiting upon the Lord. 

6th 2nd mo. Was occupied with our books and tracts. I re
ceived a note from--, acknowledging his out-goings, and express
ing a wish to obtain some counsel: this I consented to impart, as far as 
I might be able. We also received a remarkable letter from a pri
soner on Goat Island. It was put into the Bible of William Wil
son, the catechist, who presented it to us. 

I Ot h 2nd mo. We forwarded two copies of our Christian Address 
to the inhabitants of New South Wales and Van Diemen's Land, 
to the Governor, accompanied by a note to William Wilson, who acts 
as catechist to the prisoners on Goat Island, who spent some time 
with us in the afternoon, 

12th ~nd mo. (First-day.) The meetings were seasons of com
fort to my own mind, though held in uninterrupted silence: twenty
four persons were present in the morning, and fifteen in the evening. 

13th 2ml mo. A. D. received a communication from the prin
cipal superintendent of convicts at Hobart Town, informing him 
that the king had been pleased to pardon the offence for which 
he was trnnsportcd. This is truly welcome intelligence, and a 
circumstance for which we desire to be reverently thankful to Him, 
who has enabled the prisoner to conduct himself righteously, and 
to incline those in authority to accept his petition for freedom. 
We are still closely occupied with writing: much of this is in con
nexion with the distribution of books and tracts, by sending them 
to persons we have become acquainted with, in the interior, 

Parramatta, New South Wales, 15th 2nd mo. 1837, Having 
received a polite communication from the Governor, through the 
medium of George K. Holden, the private secretary, inviting us to 
visit him at the Government-house, before he left for Port Philip, 
which he did not think of doing before the end of the week, we 
went on board the steam-packet at four o'clock, and arrived in Par
ramatta about sun-set. We had the company of the Bishop of 
Australia and of the Colonial Secretary, as well as of some other 
persons of our acquaintance, amongst whom we availed ourselves of 
the opportunity of circulating a few of our adclresses. We joined 
the company at Government-house at tea, and also took i;upper with 
them, being courteously received and entertained. We were politely 
invited to lodge at the Government-house; but having previously 
engaged to accept the hospitality of L. and B. Campbell, we re
turned to their dwelling soon after ten o'clock; and on the way 
were amused with the refraction of the moon's rays on the de,ory 
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grass, presenting a luminou1 radiation around the ~hadows of our 
heads. This appearance is sometimes also produced by the rnys of 
the sun, when a person is in a position to see his own sha1low in the 
sea, over the side of a ship; nnd in both cases, he sees little, if any
thing of it, on the shadow of any one except himself. 

18th 2nd mo. Daniel Wheeler accompanied us to Govern-
ment-house, where we had an interview with Genrral B0111 ke, and 
took a final leave of him, not expecting to see him aggin in this 
colony: his kindness to us, and willingness to make way for us, in 
the prosecution of our visits to the prisonn-population, have ex
cited our esteem. D. W. gave the Governor some information 
respecting the population of the islands, which he and his son 
have visited, and the evils arising from the introduction of spiri
tuous liquors, muskets, ammunition, &c. among them, by Euro
peans and Americans. C. W. was pre\·ented joining us, being 
engaged in superintending the removal of some of the cargo of 
the Henry Freeling, which vessel they have disposed of, not 
being likely again to have occasion for her services, and Sydney 
being a good market for such a vessel : by this measure, their 
expenses will also be greatly reduced while they remain in 
these colonies; and they will easily obtain passaizes to Van Die
men's Land and England by other vessels. We have also a 
store of preserved meats, and some other useful articles, from on 
board of the Henry Freeling; all of which are very satisfactory, and 
I have no doubt will prove very useful. 

19th 2nd mo. (First-day.) Twenty-five persons were present 
at the forenoon meeting, and twenty-three at that in the even
ing. In the former, D. W. bore a short testimony to the 
necessity of knowing Christ, by the revelation of his Spirit, as a 
light within, reproving for sin, and making known the way of holi
ness, as well as gi\•ing ability to walk therein. I also added n few 
sentences, confirming the same from my own experience, under a 
fresh sense of that Divine mercy, which not only grnnts us access to 
!he Father, through his beloved Son, but also he:ils our backslid
mgs, forgives our iniquities, restores our souls, and leads us in paths 
of righteousness for his name's sake. The Epistle from the Yearly 
Meeting, ht>ld in London in I 836, wns read by G. W. Walker at 
the conclusion of the meeting. D. W. received a single copy of 
this interesting document, as well as one of the Epistle of counsel, 
and of the testimonies respecting William Ilyrd and Ann Brewster, 
some time ago. With \Villiam Byrd I was long acquainted, and his 
memory is very precious to me. A sen~e of heavenly good rests 
upon my mind, whilst meditating upon the holy meekness and godly 
conversation of this devoted servant of Christ, which is to me as an 
earnest of his having beer, received into the joy of his Lord. 
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~th 2nd mo. To-day we received a letter from Lancelot, E. 
Threlkeld, with copies of the RP-port of the Mission to the Abori
gines, for 1836. By this document little success, of an obvious 
kind, 11ppears to have attended the labour bP.stowed, and much has 
occurred to discourage. In the remote parts of the colony a spirit 
of discord, between the blacks and the ~·hite population seems to 
be increasing, in consequence of the blncks spearing the cattle of the 
whites, the flesh of which they smoke-dry, and thus preserve for 
food : this, it is said, they have been taught to do by a run-away 
prisoner, and in consequence several lives have been lost. Some of 
the blacks have been destroyed, both by the police and by stock
kcepers, and a few of the latter have fallen by the blacks. 

25th 2nd mo. We had an interesting visit from James Calla
ghan, of Bathurst, who fills the office of clerk to John Espie Ke&ne, 
but hos sent in his resignation on conscientious motfres. He was 
subprened to Sydney, ns a witness on a trial, but conscientiou5Jy 
declined toking an oath. \\'hen called upon to state his grounds 
of objection, he referred to the command of Christ, " Swear not at 
all;'' nnd when it was urged that an oath was only a solemn de
claration, calling upon God to witness, ( which view is entertained 
by a pious judge in the court-here,) James Callaghan replied, that if 
it could be made to appear, that to swear was not to swear at all, he 
would t11ke the oath; but that till that was done he could not con• 
scientiously <lo so. On enquiry being made if he were a QIJ8ker, a 
Mornvian, or a Separatist, he signified he wns brought up in the 
Episcopal Church, and remained in its communion, though he did 
not believe all the thirty-nine nrticles, nnd was ignorant of the 
sentiments of the Moravians and Separatists. One of the absurdi
ties 1,f the English law still existing, construing such refusal inro 
contempt of court ! the judge committed him to the charge of the 
sheriff's ol11cer; but he was not remo\•ed out of court, (he had, how
ever, morlc up his mind to suffer imprisonment, rather than violate 
his coml'ience,) but at its conclusion, the judge (who is a Pro
testant) discharged him, saying he had no doubt respecting the 
young man's ohjection being a conscientious one. 

26th 2nd mo. (First-day.) About twenty persons were pr~ent 
at each of the meetings: in both Daniel Wheeler bore short and 
lively testimonies to th~ true doctrine of Christ; showing that, 
without the saving knowledge of f-Jim, by the revelation of his 
Spirit, his blood cannot be truly known to cleanse from sin. I was 
:,ot without some ~ense of my Heavenly Father's love, but did not 
feel authority to express 11nythi11g, I have had many deep and 
humiliating- baptisms to pnss throngh of late. 

28th 2nd mo. ::ieveral groups of blac-ks, from districts on the 
coast to the southward, ore now in town, and, as is too commonly 
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the case, are often much intoxicated. When wnlking this morn• 
ing, I saw several parties of them by little fires, around which they 
had been sleeping. One of them had his hand in a sling, and I 
enquired what ailed it. He said he cut it, when drunk, yesterday. 
I asked another, whose shirt was besmeared with blood, what made 
him in that condition. He replied, "Drink, sir.'' Thus these 
poor creatures arc injured l>y the profligacy of the white population, 
(for it is they who give them drink,) till their tribes are fast pe
rishing. 

5th 3rd mo. (First-day.) Twenty-five persons were present at 
meeting in the forenoon, and about twenty in the evening: D. 
W. bore short and lively testimonies in both. I also expressed 
a few sentences in the morning, both in testimony and supplication, 
under a continued exercise for the welfare of those lll!lscmblcd, and 
on impression that many of us might no more meet together again 
in this world. 

12th 3rd mo. After an early breakfast we went on board the 
uarque Francis Frceling, of one hundred and ninety tons, lying in 
Darling Harbour. The wind, though light, proving favourable, 
sail was made, and we glided gently along the smooth waters of 
Port Jackson. The only devotional exercise of a public kind that 
we were eqwil to, was that of reading a chapter in the New Testa• 
meat. 

19th 3rd mo. (First-day.) Very stormy and wet. We ran 
back before a high sea for shelter: at noon descried land and the 
Pigeon-house Hill, and stood for Jervis Bay, within the friendly 
shelter of which we came safe to anchor, just as the day closed. 
Our cabin-passengers arc all very sober, orderly people; some of 
them pious. In company with a few who were able 10 be up, we 
read a chapter in the N cw Testament in the morning : a larger 
number assembled in the evening, when another chapter was read; 
an<l after a short pause, most of our company retired lo rest, being 
fatigued and exhausted in body and mind by the continued 
rulling of the vessel, and the excitement of looking out for land. 
It is a great comfort to be among those who bear these things 
(l'Jtiently, and a greater, to remember that we are un<lcr the notice of 
Him who, when his disciples were afraid, because of the agitation of 
the billows, said, " Peace, be still, and there was a great calm," 
and without whose knowledge not a sparrow falls. 

25th .Srd mo. The violence of the wind and sea were too great 
to contend against, and the vessel became unmanogeablc: the helm 
was therefore lashed in midships, and ~he was laid to, under a close
reefed topsail, and a porlion of a trisail, that became so torn as to re
quire to be taken in, The wind roared awfully in the rigging; but now, 
presenting no resistance, and yielding a littl ~ to the wind and 
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waters, the vessel rode lightly, like an albatross, over the foaming 
tops of the billows, and rarely caught even a spray, though the 
force of the wind carried it, near the surface, like a shet:t of rain, of 
deep blue, streaked with white remnants of broken water. The 
scene was awfully grand. A large shark was swimming near, taking 
shelter under our lea, where were also many stormy petrels. 

26th 3rd mo. The gale a little moderated, but the sea very 
high, and the vessel yet laid-to. Many birds are flying about: 
among them are some wandering albatrosses, of dark colour with 
white faces, and some of a smaller species, a few mutton-birds, and 
some petrels. Many of the passengers are sick. G. W. Walker 
read a chapter in John's Gospel, to the few who were up. 

81st 3rd mo. After a stormy passage of nineteen days we came 
in sight of land, making first Freycinet's Peninsula and Scouten 
Island. 

1st 4th mo. At day-light we were off the ligh~house on Iron
pot Island, in Storm Bay. The wind being light we did not 
come- to anchor in Sullivan's Cove till about nine o'cloclc, wbeo 
we were kindly taken on shore in a boat belonging to some ac• 
quaintances of Charles White, and made our way directly to the 
house of our old friends T. and S. Crouch, whom we found as ldodly 
disposed as ever to accommodate us; but they having removed lo 
nuother house, and their family being increased, we concluded it 
l>ctter to go to the Freemasons' Hotel, a quiet house next door to 
them. Here it is likely we may remain for a few weeks, as no ship 
is at present laid on for Western Australia, and at present we do not 
see our way open to move in any other direction : we <lo not doabt 
however, that way will open for us in tbe right time, and we desire 
to rest in the Divine will, ready to go wheresoever the Lord may 
see meet to lead us, to be again put forth as the sheep of Christ, 
and to know Him to go before us, and to enable us clearly to Jis
tinguish his voice; for thus alone can we proceed in safety. 

Hobart Town, Va11 Diemm1's Land. 

2nd 4th mo. )837. (First day.) We again met with those 
who profess with Friends here, nnd about twenty persons were pre
sent; amongst whom were a few individuals, strangers to us, who 
appear to be drawing towflrd Friends in an inquiring mind, and two 
persons that for a time withdrew from them, but returned, not bcin~ 
comfortable while they remained in a state of separation. One of 
them has again something to say in meetings, and this afteroooo 
conveyed some weighty counsel on the necessity of faithfulness to the 
discoveries of Divine light, even in little things. These seasons 
~err. co'!'forting ones to myself, though my own exercise was in pa· 
licnt wauing upun God, under u deep sense of human infirmity. 
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3rd 4th mo. We got our luggage on shore, and received many 
greetings and salutations of " Welcome back to Van Diemnn's 
Land," from persons of the town and interior, whom we casually 
met. 

5th 4th mo. \\' e repaired to Government-house, to pay our re
spects to the new Lieutenant-governor, Captain John Franklin, Knt. 
by whom we were very kindly received, and who offered to forward our 
objects of "benevolence and philanthropy," to use his own words, 
any way in his power: he appears to be a man of good principle, 
and is disposed to take an active interest in institutions for the ame
lioration of the state of mankind. A previous engagement prevented 
our accepting an invitation to dine at his table to-day. On our way 
to Government-house we met Captain Booth, the active, intelligent 
commandant of the penal settlement at Port Arthur: he pressingly 
invited us again to visit that establi:ihment, and gave us some in
teresting· particulars respecting its progress. \Vhile waiting for an 
audience with the Lieutenant-governor, we received greetings from 
several of our old acquaintance, to whom, 8!1 well ns to Sir J. Frank
lin and his private secretary, Captain Maconochy, we presented 
copies of our addresses to the free inhabitants and prisoner-population 
of these colonies. 

At six o'clock we joined the family of W. B--- at dinner, 
and paid them a pleasant visit. As, on some former occasions, I 
was requested to read a chapter in the Bible, at the time of their 
family-worship, and to make any addition I might then think proper. 
This I accepted, again distinctly stating that it was with the under
atanding that it was with the liberty to keep silence, or to Apeak, as 
I might find my duty. After I had rnd, my mind was calmly stayed 
upan the Lord, under a comforting sense of his presence, but no
thing was impressed for expression. When a seasonable time had 
been spent in silence I made a movement for separation, which not 
appearing to be thoroughly understood, I stated that I did not appre
hend it to be my duty, at that time, to engage in any vocal labour, 
such as preaching or prayer: on this W. B--- kneeled 
down with his family and domestics, and repeated some petitions 
from the prayers of the Episcopal Church, my companion and my
self retaining our seats, in testimony to our not recognizing, as be
ing properly prayer, anything not avowedly expressed under the 
fresh sense of the putting forth of the Divine Spirit. These cir
cumstances, together with the remark afterwards made by myself, 
that having now very much finished the work that was given me to 
do in these colonies, it was rarely I had anything to express in the 
Jine of ministry, but rather that I geuerally found it my place to set 
an example of silently waiting upon God, gnve rise to an explirna
tory conversation on this subject, elucidating the views and prac
tices of Friends in these respects. 

Digitized by Google 



40 

6th 4th mo. Was the monthly-meeting here, at which a variety 
of business received proper attention. Though the company on 
whom the discipline devolves is small, there is a right exercise 
among them ; and by seeking to the Lord for strength, they ha,·e 
been enabled to maintain the grou11d of true gospel-fellowship, and 
to dcnl with such as have turned out of the way, to the recovering 
of some, and the testifying of their disunity with others. 

11 th 4th mo. I wrote some letters, and called on one of the 
pensioners, who came out in the Science, and one of the very few 
of that class who is steady and industrious; and from him I heard 
of the misery and death, from intemperance, of several others of that 
wretched class of our fellow-voyagers from Englan<l. 

13th 4th mo. Seventeen persons were present at the week-day 
meeting, which was a highly-favoured season, a powerful sense of 
Divine overshadowing being grante<l. In the evening we attended 
a district temperance meeting, in a new Independent Chapel in 
Colling Street. The advantages of the principles of temperance 
societies were variously illustrated, and the benefits of carrying 
them out to total abstinence from intoxicating liquors, were set 
forth. 

14th 4th mo. One of the pensioners ~ho came out by the Science, 
and was some time ago reporte<l to be dea<l, called upon us: he 
is a forlorn specimen of the effects of instability and inel.Jriety. He 
gave up a little farm in England, on which, according to his own 
statement, he was doing well, to follow a vicious woman, who for
sook him upon the voyage, afi.er having wasted all he had; and 
since he came to this land, his propensity for strong drink has been 
a constant hinderance to his prosperity. About two years ago, 
a tree fell upon him on Brimo Island, the effects of which he still 
suffers from : thus, " a stranger in a strange land," and half a 
cripple, he is a burden to the public and to himself. Bitter indeed 
is the fruit of sin ! but when sin is forsaken, great is the mercy 
extended, and sweet is the fruit of righteousness! This we had 
an interesting illustration of, in a visit we paid, in company with 
J. B. Mather, to John Johnson, of Glenorchy, (or O'Brien's 
Bridge,) now in his seventy-seventh year. He is an affecting 
picture of human infirmity, so tottering as scarcely to be able to 
walk, and when he foils, unable to rise again without help; his 
speech so nearly gone as scarcely to be intelligible; and he has a 
bleeding cancer on his breast, that often pours out blood till it 
runs into his shoes ; yet he has many who care for him, on 
whose beneficence he is entirely dependent, and the state of his 
mind, though not exempt from occasional conflict, is gl'nerally 
peaceful. Often he is favoured with the aboundings of the consola-
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tions which are in Christ Jesus, which, in his simple language, he· 
describes as being as i£ heaven broke over his head ; such an over
flowing as he cannot convey 11n idea of. He says he is quite 
willing to go whenever his Master shell be pleased to cell him; hut 
is endeavouring to wait patiently, knowing that he shell be called 
when the Lord sees him fully prepared. 

15th 4th mo. I wrote some letters to persons in this colony, re
apecting whose welfare I felt a Christian interest. 

16th 4th mo. (First-day) Both meetings were attended by R 

precious sense of the Divine presence. About twenty-five persons 
were present. The afternoon meeting was held in silence. 

20th 4-th mo. U pwerds of twenty persons were present et the 
week-day meeting, which was e greatly-favoured opportunity, the 
sense of Divine unction being very prevalent. We took tea with Wil
liam and Mery Jene Warham, (the letter formerly Fay,) John Wether
atone, a Wesleyan minister, and Joseph Beasley, of the Home Mis
sion were also of the company. I was requested to read e portion 
of Scripture et their evening devotion; and not having anything to 
add in the line of ministry, s conversation took place on the views 
of friends on this subject, which I hope might lead to serious re
flection. 

~lst 4th mo. Several persons called upon us; amongst them a 
young man, formerly of the Methodist connexion, who has not 
atood his ground : he received some close counsel. We took tea 
with W. and E. Giblin. Much conversation took place on religious 
topics; and in a season of silent waiting, after reading the Scrip
tures, there was a very comforting sense of the Divine presence, 
though nothing was given for expression in the ministry. 

22nd of 4th mo. We dined at the governor's table. Sir John 
Franklin appears deeply interested in the state of the colony. It is 
plealllUlt to see a man of bis. character succeed to Colonel Arthur, 
whose inffuence in the colony was very beneficial. Captain Maco
noehie, the private secretary of the present Lieutenant-governor is 
likely also to be a very useful man, particularly with regard to the 
penal-discipline of the colony. We were present at the family-wor
ship, at which the whole company, including domestics, (except G. W. 
Walker and myself,) stood, while the Lieutenant-governor read a 
portion of Scripture, and knelt while he read a prayer. His manner 
was very devout. He bad previously intimated his wish, that if either 
G. W. Walker or myself had anything to communicate, we should 
do it. After their usual devotions had been gone through, if a 
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liule more time had been allowed, I believe I might have expressed 
something; but fearing to move without sufficient authority, and 
the company separating quickly, after rising from their knees, I let 
the opportunity slip, and cnme away with a burden on my mind. 
On returning to our lodging we noticed the aurora eustralis, very 
benutiful and brilliant, in shades of crimson, or yellow, or white; 
the latter in columnar streaks. This beautiful elC'ctric phenomenon 
was \'ery vivid, notwithstanding a bright moon. It was also strik
ing, in the same colours, on the first instant, when we landeJ from 
the Francis Freding. I think that I have before observed that the 
common appearance of the aurora australis, in this latitude, is a dif
fuse yellowish light on the horizon, and that it rarely presents 
bright coruscations, or a columnar figure, like the aurora borealis, 
as seen in England. 

23rd 4th mo. (First-day.) The meetings were crowded, and 
were seasons of comfort: but little was expressed in cither of them. 

24th 4th mo. My mind having for some time been exercised, 
respecting the stale cf the native blaeks of New South 'Wales, I 
essayl·d a letter to the Governor of that colony on the sul?jeet. We 
took tea with Philip Palmer, who, before the arrival of the arch
deacon, filled the office of rural dean, which is now supersnled. 
George Yeolaml was one of the l'ompnny. He was present at the 
committee of the London Missionary Society, when, from repre
sentations made to it, the conclusion to abandon the mission to the 
aboriginees of New South Wales, under the charge of L. E. Threl
keld, was come to, by which much benefit to these injured people 
was hindered; and ten thousand acres of lend, held by the society 
for the benefit of the blacks, and which proves to be a rich coal
field reverted to the government. We took the opportunity of ex
plaining to George Yeoland the nature of the error they were led 
into, by the misrepresentations of persons, whose good intentions 
we do not question, but who had never seen the place. 

25th 4th mo. We joined Philip Palmer in a visit to the schools 
for boys and girls under his superintendence, conducted on the plan 
of the British and Foreign Sd100I System, and supported by the 
government and the payments of the children, who arc admitted at 
from 6d. to gd. a week. Richard Jones, from Ireland, is the mas
ter of the boys' school, which is attended, on an average, by se
venty-three, out of one hundred and five on the list. The mistress 
has a daily average of forty-six girls out of fifty-six. The pre
mises, which arc not well adapted, were not erected for the pur
pose; yet the l xperiment of the npplication of the system has 
proved satisfactory, notwithstanding some opposition from pre-
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judiced persons, that it has to contend with. In the institution of 
these schools we furnished a stock of lessons, &c. from those com
mitted to our care by the committee of the British and Foreign 
School Society. 

26th 4th mo. In the evening G. W. W nlker and myself had an 
interview with nl,out eight hundred male prisoners, in the chapel 
attached to the Penitentiary, the great receptacle of prisoners in 
Van Diemen's Land. 

27th 4th mo. The week-day meeting was numerously attended, 
and was held in silence: it was nevertheless favoured with a &enae 
of Divine overshadowing, very refreshing to the soul. In the 
coarse of the day we were greatly interested in reading a document, 
by Captain Maconochie, which he lent us, on the subject of the colo
nial penal discipline, and the punishment of transportation, &c. 
This enlightened individual has quickly seen the many evils which 
exist in these departments, and has attained just conclusions re
specting them; and it is cause for thsnkfulness that he has been 
enabled to suggest an excellent plan for remedying them. The 
subject is of vast importance, involving the present and eternal wel
fare of msny thousands of our countrymen, who have come into 
bondage through sin, and of the free inhabitants of these colonies 
who are placed over them. 

28th 4th mo. We had an interview with Captain Maconochie, 
and conversed with him on the subjects of his essay on the punish
ment of transportation, and which is in the form of a letter, and 
is addressed to the Lieutenant-governor. 

29th 4th mo. We addressed a note to Captain Maconochie, ex
pressive of our concurrence with his views of transportation and co
lonial penal discipline. Much as we think the discipline, even in 
its present state, superior to the gaol-system in England, we con
sidet' the plan projected by Captain Maconochie far superior to 
either of them, and consistent with Christian principle, nnd conse
quently with enlightened policy. 

30th 4th mo. (First-day.) The meetings were held at half-past 
ten and three o'clock, these hours being likely to prove more conveni
ent to many of those who attend. In the forenoon twenty-two adults 
were present, with nine children; and in the afternoon about the 
same number of adults. Many of the children who are brought to 
meeting are infants at the breast, the mothers of which have no 
suitable persons to leave them with. Friends here bear with 
the little disturbance they occasion, (and it is surprising how 
little this is,) and the children derive a great advantage from being 
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thus habituated from infancy to quietness, and consequently aelf
denial. 

1st 5th mo. After completing some of our arrangements we 
set out for Kelvedon, and crossed with our horses to Kangaroo 
Point in a sailing-boat, the steamer being delayed for some trifling 
repair. We called on William T. and Thirza Parramore, spent ae 
hour, and took some refreshment, with them; and then proceeded 
to Francis Smith's, where we were also again hospitably received. 
After tea we called on Thomas King, who hos now several pupils. 
On sitting with him awhile we were sensible of more unity of 
spirit with him than on any former occasion; yet from con
versation, there still appears to be much obscurity in some of hia 
religious views. We believe him to be one who is desirous to serve 
the Lord uprightly. He has lost his friend and companion, George 
Armstrong, who died of a short illness, and was thought to make 
a good end. 

2nd 5th mo. We rode to Thomai. M'Kas's on the eastern marshes, 
and were kindly accommodated with such prO\·ision and lodging 
as were needful for ourselves and our horses. The road-party at this 
station now receives religious instruction from Abraham Biggs, who 
was a local preacher among the W esleyans in Hobarton. Instruction 
of this kind is now provided for the chain-gangs and road-parties 
generally, in this colony, through the medium of person!i appointed 
to read to the prisoners, and to labour with them at each station, 
and there is ground to hope for a beneficial result. 

3rd 5th mo. After extending some religious counsel to our 
host, we proceeded on our journey, halting at the bottom of the pass, 
over the Sugarloaf and the Saddle, to feed our horses with oats, that 
we had brought for them; and then crossing the mountain tier, 
into Little Swan Port, where we were refreshed by an early tea, at 
the hospitable dwelling of Thomas Buxton. We then crossed the 
rocky hills, on which a small road-party are employed, improving 
the rugged path, which is yet impassable for carriages; and at the 
close of the day we reached the peaceful habitation of our dear 
friends, Francis and Anna Maria Cotton and family, whom we 
found in the enjoyment of health. In sitting with them in silence, 
before and after their frugal meal, and at the evening reading of the 
Holy Scriptures, we were permittecl to partake of the sweet sen@e 
of our Heavenly Father's love. Abraham Davy had reached Kel
vedon before us. 

4th 5th mo. The monthly meeting was held here in coune, 
Francis and Anna Maria Cotton, Dr. Storey, G. W. Walker, Abra
ham Davy, Ann Pollard, Henry Cotton, Francis Cotton, Junr.; 
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A. M. Cotton, Janr., and se.eral of the younger members of the 
Cotton family and myself being present. The senee of the Divine 
presence again cheered us, notwithstanding much feeling of our own 
weakneu. 

7th 5th mo. (First-day.) The meeting in the forenoon, the 
family-reading in the afternoon, and the reading and season of re
ligious retirement after it, in the evening, were all interesting sea
SODS. Some of the assigned servants were present in the evening, 
when the exercise was much of the character of being baptized for 
the spiritually dead ; but this ought to be borne with patience, and 
enn with thankfulness, " if so be that the dead be raised" through 
thi, means; and "as the servant is not greater than his Lord," it 
is to be espected, that where the government oC Christ is rejected, 
hil servants will feel painfully oppressed in spirit; for to them it 
is given, even in this sense, riot only to believe in Christ, but to 
suffer for his sake. 

11 th 5th mo. The week-day meeting was a season of refresh
ment. In the afternoon we had some conversation with Samuel 
Lapham, who was a pupil of Richard Shackleton of Ballitore, Ire
land, respecting a meeting, which we propose to hold on his pre
mises, near the mouth of Little Swan Port, on First-day. He sig
nified his cordial willingness to promote our views: he retains a 
pleasant impression respecting the Shackleton family. 

14th 5th mo. We held meetings at Samuel Lapham's and Thomu 
Buxton's. These were in great measure seasons in which we were 
baptized for the dead ; but in the evening, in Francis Cotton's family, 
we were permitted to be fed with the living. The sense of Divine over-
1badowing was sweetly felt. Hitherto our little visit to this colony 
has been very satisfactory ; and though no vessel is yet preparing 
for the direction in which we yet feel bound, we desire to exercise 
patience, not doubting that a right opening will present, when it is 
best for us to proceed. 

15th 5th mo. I spent the day at Kelvedon, with a part of 
the family of Francis Cotton, G. W. Walker and Wm. Davy hav
ing accompanied the rest in a boat to Little Swan Port, to the salt
works and the mill. So little rain has fallen for several months, in 
this district, that the water-mills are almost useless, and the cattle 
are distressed for want of grass: that which remains of the abun
dant growth of last spring, is dry upon the ground, and the ploughing 
and sowing of the land is much retarded. Since the aborigines 
were removed from Van Dieman's Land, the opossums and kanga
roos have increased in many districts, and are very troublesome to 
the agriculturist, making incursions on his grain and turnip-crops. 
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16th 5th mo. We took leave of our dear friends at Kelv<!don, to 
whom our visit has been mutually comforting. The seasons of 
family devotion in their house are eminently owned by the 
overshadowing of the Divine presence, under I\ heavenly so
lemnity bowing the heart in humble adoration. Accompanied 
by Francis Cotton and Geo. F. Storey, we proceeded to Wa-· 
terloo Point, where the former left us, and from thence to Cambria, 
the residence ofGeo. Meredith, who now occupies a new house, with 
much of the comfort of an English mansion. Here we were politely 
in,ited to remain, after having partaken of plentiful refreshment; 
but concluded it best to go forward to Glen Gala, where we met 
with a hospitable reception from the large family of Adam Amos, 
several members of which are settled near to their parents, on whom, 
and on John Amos's family we also called, conversing with them 
on various subjects, and, as way opened, on religious ones. No di
rect religious service devolved upon us, beyond the simple reading 
oft he Scriptures, in the evening, and waiting on the Lord afterward, 
with the family, in silence, when some sense of the Di,ine Anoint
ing was spread over the company. 

17th 5th mo. We crossed the rough tier of hills, at the head of 
Great Swan Port, having parted from our dear friend, Dr. Story, in 
the morning, and rested for the night at the house of Edwin and 
Mary Boltbee, in what are called St. Paul's Plains. With these 
piously-dispo5ed persons we had much conversation on religious 
topics, and in the evening they assembled their well-ordered young 
family and servants, and we had a very satisfactory religious oppor
tunity, in which there was much openness to speak and to hear of the 
things that belong to life and sal,ation. 

18th 5th mo. E. Boltbee lent A. Davy a horse to go so far as 
Major Grey's, for whose residence we set out early, calling at the 
door of Robert Hepburn by the way, and arrived in time to join the 
family at breakfast: here we received a hearty greeting, and were 
made thankful in beholding the evidences of a growth in grace in 
Major Grey and his valuable wife. Since our last visit the aged 
mother of the former has been gathered to her everlasting rest, " in 
the hope of a Christian." While we communed with this pious 
couple our hearts burned within us, under the sense of the lo,e of 
Christ. A young woman was also present, and exhibited an interest 
in the way of life, having herself become awakened to the im
portance of walking therein. Soon after our last visit here, her 
only brother lust his life by his horse running against a tree. By the 
kindness of Major Grey our companion, A. Davy, was again supplied 
with a horse to James Aikins's, where we arrived in a heavy rain, and 
met with Robert Bostock, who has recently lost his wife; and 
with John Ritchie, a settler on the opposite side of the South Esk. 
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19th 5th mo. After an interesting religious interview in J. Ron
ny's family, we proceeded on onr journey, and near Perth passed the 
gibbet lately erected there. A good article on the undesirableness 
of adopting this relic of barbarism, in exposing to public view the 
remains of a culprit, executed for a barbarous murder, has been pub
lished in one of the Hobart Town papers, showing that such exhibi
tions are calculated to harden the minds of the susceptible, and to be 
worse than useless to those of reckless character. Already two 
individuals have been committed for trial, who got drunk under the 
gibbet, and committed a robbery on their wny home. On approach
ing Launceston we·stopped a few minutes to converse with David 
Hayes, a man who professes with Friends, and supports himself by 
making coarse earthenware: his dwelling is by the road-side, and is of 
the humblest description. Our old friends, Isaac and Catherine Sher
win, and their sister, Mary Taylor, greeted us kindly, and I agreed 
again to become their guest, while my friend, G. W. Walker, should 
visit his relations at Newnham. Launceston has inereased greatly in 
population and in good buildings, (most of which are of brick,) since 
we first visited it. Many of the streets are macadamized, and it is, 
in other respects, much improved. 

21st 5th mo. A fe\v persons met with us at J. Sherwin's, where we 
held our meetings, (this being First-day) uot apprehending it to be 
in the line of our duty, at this time, to seek any more public oppor
tunity here. I had much to communicate in the line of counsel and 
exhortation; but it was far from a time of mueh brightness. In the 
e•ening A. Davy, D. Hayes, G. W. Walker, and I sat down by our
selYes for worship. D. Hayes gave expression to some of the exer
rises of his mind, and near the close of the meeting G. W. Walker 
was engaged in testimony. 

The W esleyans have raised a great excitement here, and many 
persons have been stirred up to religious reflection, and an amended 
course of life. \\' e rejoice in the impro\'ement, but cannot close our 
eyes to the superficialness of religious character, which the mixture 
ofa large measure of mere excitement, with much chat is good, occa
lions. We do not, however, feel that it i~ our place at present to say 
much on the subjeet, except occasionally in conversation with some 
leading individuals among them. 

23rd 5th mo. We made several calls, and went over the new 
Penitentiary for females, in which there are upwards of one hundred 
inmates. The premises are much more commodious than the old 
ones formerly in ui;e at George Town ; but they are not large enough 
to admit of sufficient separation, and the numl>er of solitary cells i:; 
too small. The good Master was with us duri11g a religious oppor
tunity in the family of J. Sherwin, when my companion was engaged 
in pertinent gospel labour. 
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Hth 5th mo. After making a few more calls, we parted from 
our Launceston friends, and proceeded to William P. Weston's, on 
Norfolk Plains, where we spent a pleasant evening with him and 
his wi(e; who having surmounted the difficulties which settlen in 
this colony had to contend with a few years ago, and become 
affluent, are now living in a comfortable and spacious hOUle. 
Very few of the settlers who now are affluent have become eo from 
any skill they possess in reducing an uncultivated country to a state 
to yield a valuable produce; they may be said to have run a despe
rate risk in emigrating ; and but for the circumstances of these colo
nies proving fine wool-countries, would generally have been in a 
state of ruin. Their wool having found a good market, on account 
of its valuable properties, hllS raised the value of stock and of land; 
and the traffic between these colonies and England raised by the 
growth of wool, has induced bankers to establish themselves both in 
New South Wales and Van Dieman's Land, who have given to 
these countries circulating medium, and thus many of the colonial& 
having become wealthy, (while the population has increased,) a mar
ket has also been raised for agricultural produce, and for British 
manufacture, which has rendered the grower of grain, &c. and the 
shopkeeper prosperous, as well as the wool-growing settler. 

25th 5th mo. We had further conversntion with our pious host 
and his wife. Many miss the greatest comfort of religion, and l'Ostain 
much spiritual loss, through not understanding the simple teaching 
of the Divine Spirit, so abundantly borne testimony to in Holy 
Scripture, and witnessed by those, who having faith therein, follow 
this Divine guidance, and wait for the renewings of the Holy Spirit, 
which is shed on them abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Taking our leave, we rode about twenty miles to Barton, the sub
stantial dwelling of our old Yorkshire acquaintance, Andrew 
Gatenby, and his large family, where, as formerly, we were received 
with much hospitality. The family, who are perseveringly indus
trious, have become very prosperous in temporal things ; and since 
our former visit, they have added a capital range of brick out-build
ings to their former house, which is of stone, and very commodious. 
In the evening we walked about half a mile to the dwelling of James 
Dixon, which, though only a good brick house, he calls Skittoa 
Castle : he was from home, having gone to Launceston with bis 
neighbour, James Sutherland. We took tea with his sister, who 
professes with Friends, and is a member of the monthly meeting~ 
Pickering in Yorkshire, and has been but a few months in the colon) 
We were sensible of a feeling of heavenly good while sitting by her; 
the precious sense of the Divine presence, by which a mercind 
Redeemer condescends to unite the hearts of those who trust in 
Him, and who wait for the Holy Spirit sent of the Father in his 
name. 
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26th 5th mo. Not feeling ea~y to leave this neighbourhood with
out holding a meeting with such of the i11habitants, as we may be 
ableto collel·t on First-day, we proceede<l, with the co11scnt of our 
kind host A. Gatenby, to invite the families on both sides of the 
Macquarie River to attend, arnl m,Hlc several calls. Night closing 
upon us, we accepted a pressing invitation from George \Vilson, who 
~as one of our fellow-passengers from Sydney by the Franci5 Free
hng, and remained at his house, where we had a religious oppor
tunity with his family. 

28th 5th mo. (First-day.) A considerable number of persons at
tended the meeting at A. Gatenby's. There was a comforting sense 
of the Divine preseuce, and much openness to direct the company to 
the revelation of the Spirit in the secret of their own hearts, leading 
those who yield to its guidance out of darkness into light, and bring
ing them from under the power of Satan to God. The spirit of iufi
dclity was shown lo be of Satan, and its destructive tendency was 
variously illustrated. Eighteen persons afterwards partook of the 
hospitality of A. Gatenby, in his large and well.furnished dining
room. The arrangemc11ts, dinner, a11<l Yorkshire dialect of many 
of the company forcibly reminded us of our dear native land, and 
some of its scenes and inhabitants. In the evening the r.crsons be
longing to the establishment of James Dixon were assembled in 
his parlour, in company with some of the family and servantg of 
A. Gatenby, when a portion of the first Epistle of John was read, 
and some religious counsel conveyed. The opportunity, like that in 
the morning, concluded after solemn prayer had been vocally offered 
up. 

291h 5th mo. AgRin pursuing our journey, we cnlled at the door 
of James Mackersey, the Prcsbyteriun minister of the Mal'quarie 
district, "ho is in improving e~teem among hiM neighbours, anti left 
a mcs8age for him with his wife, and proceeded to Meadow Bank, 
where we took a lunch with Ellen M'Lcod, and some of her chil
dren, her husband being out : we then passed through Campbell 
Town and Ross, which are considerably improved, and at each of 
which places an Episcopal pince of worship hag been erected since 
our former visit, and reached W ctmore, the dwelling of our kind 
friends George Parramore and family, near the close of day. 
The good old man accompanied u~ in a call upon their neighbou111, 
Samuel Horton and his wife, and on our return Robert Kermode 
arrived from Mona Vale, to inform us th1t G. W. Walker's nephew, 
George Robson, was there, and intended setting out for Launceston 
early the following morning: after tnking tea, therefore, we left our 
friends, and joined the family of William Kermode; being piloted 
to his noble house in the dark by his son Robert, ~-ho has become 
pious since we last met him. 

G 
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S0th 5th mo. William Kermo<le and George Robson set out for 
Launceston at an early hour; we nfterwards breakfasted with the 
remainder of the family, and were accompanied a few miles on our 
way by our young friend Robert Kermode, to whom our hearts are 
much united in gospel love: it is a great comfort to see him so 
changed : he is desirous that the family should not remain here to 
add unnecessarily to their prrsent abundance, but should return to 
the Isle of Man, where they have many pious acquaintances. We 
passed through Ontl:mds, intending to dine at Jericho, but finding 
that Peter Harrison had retired from inn-keeping, proceeded to tht: 
London inn, on Spring Hill, which is equal to many good inns in 
England, and on a beautiful piece of road, cut for several miles iu 
the sides of woody hills ; from the upper part of which there is a 
very fine view. After refreshing ourselves and our horses, we went 
on to Stodart's inn, near Green Ponds, which is also a comfortable 
place, and there met an interesting young man, named Nairn, a son 
of Major Nairn, of Swan River. 

Return to Hoharton. 

31st 5th mo. We set out at an early hour, and rode to Bagdad to 
breakfast. The hoar-frost was strong upon the ground, and upon 
the trees, and there was thick ice on the pools: the cold was very 
benumbing; the fog scarcely admitted of our seeing the houses 
of Green Ponds as we passed. When the sun broke our, the 
vale of Bagdad, much of which is cultivated, looked very plea
sant. Numbers of the gay roselle, (or nonpareil,) and of green 
parrots, great pests to the farmer, were perched on the post-and
rail fencrs. Several groups of poor prisoners, in their grey and 
yellow garments, sollle of them also wearing chains, were labour
ing on various parts of the road, with that assumed air of cheer
fulness which makes superficial observers suppose thnt these 
unhappy men are not ,·cry miserable. The dry weather has re
duced the water of the Jordan lower than we have before seen it. 
We crossed the Derwent by a large, oblong, floored boat, called a 
punt, and lamlcll on the caus~way, carried far out into the river from 
Bridgwnter. On the Green Point side of the river, the wind, which 
blew from l\fount Dromedary, was so piercingly cold that I was 
glad to take shelter under one of two bullock-carts, which with tl1eir 
teams, and n chaise-cart, were in the punt with us, and to put my 
arms around the neck or my horse to keep my hands from becoming 
benumbed. The other si<lc of the Derwent being sheltered, and 
under the influence of the sun, was like another climate, fine and 
w:um as an English spring-clay. We were favoured to reach Hobar
ton in safety, nnd there found our dear friend George F. Story, 
who had been subpcened as an evidence before the Supreme Court, 
wi1h whom, and some others of our friends, we spent the evening at 
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Thomas J. Crouch'a. No vessel is yet lying on for the Mauritius, so 
that unless way should open for us to proceed in some other direc
tion, we may yet have to wait many weeks in this colony. This we 
desire to do with patience, reverently giving thanks to the Author of 
all our mercies, who has hitherto preserved and blessed ut, healing 
our baekslidings, forgiving our iniquities, restoring our souls, and 
leading us in paths of righteousness for his great name's sake ; to 
whom be all praise and glory ascribed through time and eternity. 

Jst 6th mo. The monthly meeting was a season to be remem
bered with thankfulness to the Shepherd of Israel, who wa1 pleased 
to grant a sense of his presence, and in a remark.sble degree lo unite 
our spirits, especially in deliberating upon the important subject of 
recording two individuals as approved ministers, in which great unity 
of sentiment prevailed, and under a sense of the importance of 
theoflic:e, much weighty counsel was conveyed by various individuals. 

iod 61h mo. We received a call from George Everett, the surgeon 
of the orphan school, who has also under his charge the emigrant es
tablishment, where a number of very young girls, who came out as 
emigrants at too tender an age, are retained to prevent their falling 
a prey to unprincipled men. 

Srd 6th mo. I called on a young man from Glasgow, who has 
of the suffered much from the exposure to which persons are sub
jected in these colonies. We spent the evening at Government-house, 
in company with Dr. Story and William and Ronald C. Gunn. Cap
tain Maconochie lent us some further documents on penal discipline 
to read. 

4th 61h mo. (First-clay.) Both meetings were attended by a 
very pea-ceptible sense of the overshadowing of the Divine Spirit. 

5th 6th mo. A portion of the day was spent in reading Captain 
Maconochie's Remarks on the System of Transportation. Edward 
Hodson, who is now one of the secretaries of the Temperance So
ciety, and one of its active promoters, <lined with us. I called 
again on George White, and left him the Memoirs of William Dews
hury, which he is inclined to read, now in his sickness. The even
ing was spent at T. J. Crouch's. 

6th 6th mo. Dr. Story left us to return to Swan Port. His 
visit has been very pleasant to us. We received a visit from R. C. 
Gunn, who is now police-magistrate at Circular Head, and allended 
a committee of the Temperance Society, al which bnt few persons 
were present: it was nevertheless an interesting meeting. In the 
rourse of the day I received a very satisfactory letter from Abra-
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ham Davy, who was on the point of sailing for Sydney when he 
wrote. He returns thither under an apprehension that it is bis 
duty to reside there; and in this mo,·ement his friends ha\·e much 
unity with him. 

7th 6th mo. Under a feeling of renewed Christian interest I ad
dressrd a letter to Grorge and .Sarah Bell, of Maitland, New South 
Wales. The remaindrr of the day was spent chiefly in attaching 
names to some specimens of plants, collected on our last journey in 
New South Wales, which I hn1'e not found time to attend to, since 
they were picked up, as we passed along the road. My liberty, 
with regard to pursuits of this nature, is greatly diminished. As 
there is said to be "a time for every purpose under the sun," so I 
find there is a time to collect these things, and a time to abstain 
from collecting them. 

Blh 6th mo. The 1Veek-day meeting was a season of favour, in 
which Abraham C. Flower, Joseph ll. Mather, and myself were en
gagrd in testimony to the mercy of our Heavenly Father, and to 
the inefficacy of will-worship, such as I fear some who were casu
ally present, are in some measure kept in weakness by. 

9th 6th mo. RonJld C. Gunn and Charles Sadgro,·c called on 
us. The latter is now catechi:;t to the Grass-tree Hill road- p:trry. 
W c had much conversation with him on the remains of Judaism in 
the Christian churches, which he is more prepared to detect and 
acknowledge than many. He was furni~hed with a few volumes of 
Friend's Library for the use of his d1arge. I essayed n letter to 
Emma Freeman, (now of Port Macquarie,) in order to discharge a 
dd.>t of Christian love. We dined at a late hour with John and 
Katharine Dunn, and their large family, in company with a person 
of the name of Elliot from the Lower Clyde. The Ounns profess 
with the Wesley ans, but m;ikc many admissions in favour of Friends. 
Before leaving them I was requested to read a portion of Scripture, 
after which we spent some time in silence before the Lord, and I 
exp~essetl also n few sentences in testimony and in prayer. 

10th 6lh mo. Most of the day was occupied in writing. The 
weather was very stormy : heavy showers fell at inten•als, and the 
upper part of Mount Wellington was covered with fresh snow. 
Most of the past week has been very mild. • 

11th 6th mo. (FirsL-dny.) A precious sense of the good Master's 
presence overshadowed the forenoon meeting, which was small io 
consequencc of the inclemency of the wealher. Most of the after
noon meeting was to me a Sl'ason of po\'crty. I had however to 
revive the parable 111 ,he le11 Virgins, and to make a few com· 
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ments upon it. The evening was spent at Robert Mather's, where 
we were refreshed together by the reading of the second part of 
our dear Daniel Wheeler's Journal. I omitted yesterday to notice 
having had some conversation with Thomas Anstey, whom I have 
mentioned in a former part of my journal as one of the members of 
the legislative council residing near Oatlands. He is much inte
rested in questions of religious liberty, and is now examining the 
last edition of Extracts from the minutes of the Yearly Meetings, &c. 

12th 6th mo, Part of the <lay was occupied in writing. Having 
accepted an invitation to <line at Government-house, which my 
companion thought well to decline, he being otherwise engaged, [ 
met there a merchant of the name of Henty, with whom I had some 
conversation respecting our view of visiting Swan River, &c.; 
and from what I can learn, it seems likely that we must wait 
till winter gives way to spring, before we can obtain a passage 
hither. It is exercising to patience to be thus delayed; yet I do 
not doubt but way will open in the right time for proceeding ; 
and I desire, in the mean time, to starid open to any intimations 
of duty, which my good Lord and Master may yet require of 
me in this land, and to submit to the baptisms of the Holy 
Spirit, that may be dispensed to prepare me for service in other 
countries. I took an opportunity of apprising the Lieutenant-go
venor ofl breach of English law having occurred publicly at Laun
ceston, by the disposal of some property by lottery, &c. which had 
been followed by some petty gambling of the same nature, which 
also required the interference of the colonial authorities, in order to 
nip so destructive a vice in the bud. After the other guests had 
left, some conversation occurred respecting the cause of Friends 
differing in so many respects from other communities of Christians. 
This I explained as resulting from Friends carrying out the pre
cepts and principles of the gospel, as contaim,d in the New Testa
ment, into their daily transactions and conduct in the world, as well 
as into their public worship; while others remained much conformed 
to the world, nnd accepted and a<lded the traditions of men in their 
worship, which was consequently, in greater or less degree, ceremo
nial, and in many respects more of a character suited to the typical 
dispensation of the law, than to the spiritual nature of the gospel. 

l Sth 6th mo. We had, in the course of the forenoon, a pleasant 
visit from James Allen, the surgeon of the establishment for the 
Aborigines, on Flinder's Island. He gives an interesting account of 
the progress of civilization among the blacks, who have left off 
their dancing and hunting; and are acquiring the English language 
and useful arts, as well as an historical knowledge, atleast, of Chris
tianity. In the evening a committee of the monthly meeting met a 
delinquent member of the little community of Friends of this place, 
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who has for long absented himself from meetings, and also kept away 
his wife. There was a powerful sense of Divine mercy, seeking to 
gather him back to walking in the Light, from which he bas been 
grievously turned, and un<ler its influence much expostulation was 
extended in Gospel love. The power of truth humbled the tram• 
gressor, who confessed himself convinced of his error, and having 
been uncomfortable with bis misconduct, Thus having again re
ceived the seed of the kingdom, patience muat be exercised to see 
whether it will be carried a\\·ay, aa by the fowls of the air, spring up 
on stony ground and wither, or grow among thorns, and be choked; 
or on good ground, and bring forth fruit to the praise of the Good 
Husbandman. 

16th 6th mo. We breakfasted with Edmund Hodson and family 
and had some serious conversation and religious service with them. 
The week-day meeting was held in silence, and, as regards myself, 
under much feeling of human weakness. I was not, however, alto
gether without a sense of1he Divine presence, under which my heart 
was bound in humble silent adoration, as well as drawn forth in many 
aspirations of secret prayer. I read with much comfort some of the 
notices of deceased Friends, in the Annual Monitor for 1837, 
How often ha,•e I taken sweet counsel, and joined in solemn 
worship with many of those whose names are recorded as having 
passed to the church triumphant, having washed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the Lnmb ! The accounts of my 
dear cousin, Thos. Richardson, and of Joseph Storrs Fry, with 
whom I was well acquainted, arc particularly interesting, contain• 
ing strong and clear testimonie3 to the Truth, as it is in Jesus, 
confirmed by its supporting assurance in the hour of death. 

16th 6ih mo. In company with Francis Cotton we bad a religious 
interview with the female prisoners in the factory, and were each 
engaged in Gospel labour among them. Afterwards we dined with 
John and Mary Hutchinson, who are stiJI the useful superintendents 
of this institution. In the evening we attended a District Tempe
rance Meeting, held in the infant school-room. The weather was uo
favourable, and the company small. They were addressed by se,e
ral persons, among whom was a man formerly a notorious drunkard, 
who has for several years been reformed, but did not stand bis 
ground firmly, till he abandoned the use of all stimulating liquors. 
Temperance with him has been accompanied by temporal and 
spiritual prosperity; while most of his old pot-companions have 
been numbered with the dead, through the effect of their in
ebriety. 

18th 6th mo. (First-day.) The meeting this morning was a very 
remarkable one. The early part of it was attended by a deep sense 
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of poverty ; an<l the weather being wet, and the roads miry, it wns 
long before the congregation was fully assembled. Soon after the 
meeting became settled the sense of the Divine presence gradually 
overshadowed ns, gnthering our minds into reverent silent admiration 
aod preparing many to magnify God with their voices. Silence was 
first broken by Sarah B. Mather, who expressed a few sentences on 
the marvellous condescension of our Holy Redeemer, in taking 
upon him the nature of man, and submitting to be tempted as we 
are, that we might know that we have in Him a High Priest, 
touched with a feeling of our infirmities. This testimony wa!I fol
lowed by others from Francis Cotton, Geo. W. Walker, Jo:,eph B. 
Mather, Abraham C. Flower, Harry H. Ridler, Ann Propsting, 
and myself, in which the way of life, through Jesus Christ, by sub
mission to the guidance of the Holy Spirit, convincing of sin, leading 
to repentance, humbling the mind, bringing into a holy dependence 
upon Go<l, and affording ability to walk in the w11y ofholiness was clearly 
set forth, along with various exhortations, admonitions, and praises, 
aod • with allusions to the importance of being instant in prayer and 
steadfast io faith, not only in the propitiatory sacrifice of Christ, but 
in all that he sai<l and did, and in that light which comes by him, and 
by and in which he leads his disciples into all truth, and now " speak
eth" to them " from heaven." The afternoon meeting was small 
am.I silent; a season to prove to us, that mercies such as we were 
favoured with this morning are not at our command. 

Visit in the Interior. 
23rd 6th mo. Having made the necessary arrangements we weot 

to New Norfolk this afternoon. My horse, which is a very young 
one, performed the journey very well. The road is very miry in 
some parts, in others very good. 

24th 6th mo. We walked over the hospital in company with Dr. 
Officer an<l his assistant. The patients in this institution are nume
rous, but are not so properly supplied with the comforts needed by 
them 11s formerly. Among other defects J noticed many of the pil
lows without covers, and consequently dirty. In the afternoon 
Francis Cotton arrived from Hobart Town, from whence he had 
walked; he became the guest of Thoma, an<l Sarah Walton, and 
joined us in a religious interview with a number of the patients in 
t11e hospital in the afternoon. We took tea with Thomas and Sarah 
Walton, who retain their attachment to the principles of Friends. 

25th 6th mo. (First-day.) We held meetings with the inhabi
tants of the Back River in the forenoon, in a room used for a First
day school, and with those of New Norfolk in the aftemoon, in the 
police-office. Jn the forenoon Francis Cotton, Geo. W. Walker, 
and myself, had considerable religious labours, and Thomas Walton 
also expressed a few words in prayer, and informed those assembled 
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that he had.at his house a collection of books for gratuitous loan, il
lustrative of the principles of the Society of Friends. About fifty 
persons were present inclusive of children. A comforting sense of 
the Divine presence prevailed in the meeting, after which a man, 
who was formerly very unsteady, but has become reformed, expressed 
the comfort he had derived from attending the meeting, and particu
larly at the manner in which the doctrine of self-denial had been 
urged. The meeting in the police-office was more numerously at
tended, but was not equally comforting, yet Francis Cotton and my
self were enabled to labour in it, to turn the attention of the congre
gation to the state of their own minds, and to the visitations of Di
vine grace convincing them of sin, &c. 

26th 6th mo. We received a kind letter from Wm. Garrard, the 
Colonial Chaplain of New Norfolk, accompanying two small books, 
presents to Geo. W. Walker and myself; and after breakfast, taking 
leave of Robert and Jemima Officer and their family, proceeded by 
way of Hamilton to Green Valley, where we received a hearty greet
ing from George and Agnes Dixon, with whom Edward Stockdale, 
a young man from the vicinity of Darlington, was also a guest. 
Hamilton is considerably improved since we were last there. lo 
addition to several other buildings, an Episcopal pince of worship 
has been erected of brick, which has a neat appearance. The day 
was cold ; the hoar-frost was not melted in the shade, and the roads 
were frozen in places. 

27th 6th mo. Was spent with George and Agnes Dixon and 
Edward Stockdale, with whom and the servants we had a satisfactory 
religious opportunity. 

28th 6th mo. Accompanied part of the way by George Dixon, 
who showed great emotion on leaving us, we proceeded to Both
well, and again became the guests of Alexander and Mary Reed, 
who now have a widowed daughter of a pious mind residing with them, 
with whom, and her valuable mother, we had much conversation of 
a satisfactory kind on religious topics, in which also A. Reed united, 
and acknowledged a clearer understanding in some important re
spects, than he had before possessed. On the way to Bothwell we 
met with Captain P. Wood and his nephew, Frederick Paterson, 
and had some conversation with them. The former mentioned hav
ing seen some of our friends in England, since we last met. \Ve 
called on the police-magistrate, Major Schaw, and were kindly re
ceived by him; and had an interview with a prisoner assigned to 
his service, who was brought up among Friends, and who at one 
time, after his arrival in this colony, was in a hopeful state of mind, 
but has not stood his ground. To this poor wanderer we extended 
much counsel, and left him in some tenderness. 
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29th 6th mo. Major Schaw sent a constable to direct us across 
the country to Anstey Barton, whither we proceeded after a parting 
religious opportunity with the Reeds; Alexander Reed riding with 
us a few miles. We met a kind reception from Thomas and Mary 
Anstey and their family, with whom we hnd some religious ser
vice. 

30th 6th mo. Parting from our hospitable friends at Anstey 
Barton, and calling at the police-office at Oatlands, to see John 
Whitford, the police-magistrate, we rode across the eastern marshes, 
railed on the family of Francis Tobart, (himself being in Hobart 
Town,) and reached the hospitable dwelling of Thomas M'Ra after 
sunset, soon after which a brilliant meteor appeared in the east, 
descending like a large star with a coloured train, in an oblique 
direction. 

1st 7th mo. We again crossed the hills into Swan Port, much of 
the road still remaining in a frozen state, until we came within the 
influence of the sea-air, and called at John Radford'11, and Thos. 
Buxton's, on the way to Kelvedon, where we found Anna Maria Cot
ton, far from well, being much affected with the tidings of the death 
of the police-magistrate of the district, Lieut. Young, (a man gene• 
rally respected,) who, with another soldier, was drowned about noon 
lo-day, by the upsetting of a boat upon the Bar of Little Swan 
Port. 

2nd 7th mo. (First-day.) Was extremely wet and stormy. The 
meetings were rather low seasons, yet in both Anna Maria Cotton 
wa, engaged in vocal supplication, and in the latter in testimony, 
in which (the men of the Establishment being present) I had also to 
express a desire that the late affecting accident might operate as a 
warning to others; that they might not neglect to press after a 
state of preparation, should they also be suddenly called from this 
state of existence. 

3rd 7th mo. We walked with Francis Cotton about four miles to 
see a whale that was killed on 7th day, by a whaling party, who have 
a station on Scouten Island, attended by a schooner called the Emma 
Kemp, to which it was made fast. The vessel with difficulty rode 
the gale of yesterday, and was obliged to let the whale, which was 
about forty feet long, drift on shore: they were now endeavouring 
to to'l'P it off again for the purpose of " cutting it in ; " it was of the 
species affording whalebone and oil ; and, as is generally the case, 
bad a great many flattened barnacles adhering to its smooth skin, on 
which there were also a number of small crustaceous animals, hold
ing on by hooked claws: thei;e animals were about half an inch long, 
and might be regarded as the lice of the whale, whirh is an animal 
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wonderfully constructed for taking qunntitics of fish into its capacious 
mouth, and retaining them there while it ejects the water taken in along 
with them, by sending it out between the numerous plates of whale
bone that are articulated to the upper jaw, like the laths of a Vene
tian blind, but fixed only at the upper extremity; the lower, when 
th~ mouth is partially or completely closed, being included within 
its enormous lips. The whaling season is a time of excitement 
among young men on the coasts, who talk much about it, and some
times join tl1e whalers, who are generally reckless, dissipated men. 

4th 7th. mo. I went with Dr. Story to Waterloo Point, and vi11ited 
the afflicted widow of Lieutenant Young. The remains of her hus
band was brought to Waterloo Point this morning. The whole place 
bcnrs the aspect of mourning. 

5th 7th mo. I again went with Dr. Story to Waterloo Point, we were 
joined on the road by Samuel Lapham, who is acting as magistrate 
in the room of Lieutenant Young. In conversation I introduced 
the subject of the colonial penal discipline, and mentioned the im
pression of some, that advantage would result from abolishing the 
assignment system, and in lieu of it, working the prisoners on the 
road, &c. till by good conduct they proved themselves eligible to 
choose their own ma~ters, in serving whom they should be entirely 
dependent on their own exertions, instead of being provided with 
food, clothing, and lodging, by a stipulated ration, which now their 
masters arc obliged to supply them with, whether they be industrious 
or idle. Dr. Storey nnd J. Lapham, both of whom have had much 
opportunity of observing the working of the present system, expressecl 
their confidence that great benefit would result from such a change; 
and the lntter remarked, that then there would be some hope of the re
formation of the prisoner, as he would be likely to be engaged by a 
good master, and to obtain good •.vages ifhe were a good servant; but 
that now their reformation was nearly hopeless; and that in many 
instances, where a settler had at present a good servant, 'l\·ho was 
nearly eligible for a ticket-of-leave, the master would try to irritate 
the servant, in the hope of causing him to misconduct himself, in 
order that this indulgence might be withheld from him, and thus the 
master might retain the man in his employment, in the condition of 
a slave. If the system of penal discipline were thus modified, ac
cording to the suggestions of Captain Maconochie, transportation 
would still be a severe punishment, and quite disproportionately 
great to m:my of the offences to which it is attached. • 

6th 7th mo. The monthly meeting was one of those seasons 
which are long to be remembered with gratitude to tlie Author of all 
our mercies, being attended with a powerful sense of the presence of 
Him, who promised to be with the two or three met together in his 
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name, wheresoever they might be assembled. In the meeting for 
worship A. M. Cotton, G. W. Walker, and myself were engaged m 
testimony, and the last-mentioned also in supplication. Much coun
ael was conveyed in the meeting for discipline, in connexion with 
the important subjects under deliberation. 

7th 7th mo. Apprehending it to be required of us again to invite 
the inhabitants of Waterloo Point to meet with us for public worship, 
I went with Dr. Story to make the needful arqrngements. 

The police-office was readily granted by Samuel Lapham, with whom 
and Edward Carr Shaw (a nephew of Geo. Carr, the advocate of 
temperance) I had some satisfactory con vcrsation on religious 
topics. 

8th 7th mo. My birth-day. I am now forty-three years of age; 
a period of life to which I little expected to attain at one time, 
nor "hen I left England, to reach in this part of the world. 
However, it is of little consequence where we are, if only in our 
right places; and I am not aware that we could rightly have been at 
this time in any other place, than the one we are in : and though 
long separated from our dear friends in Europe, we have much to be 
grateful for, and nothing to murmur at. May our dedication to the 
aen-ice of the best of Masters increase with the claims upon our gra
titude. 

9th 7th mo. (First-day.) The meeting was rather unsettled, in 
consequence of the departure of Amy Young, from Waterloo Point, 
along with her mother nod sister, who had performed, by the kind 
assistance of a young man, named James Lord, a perilous journey to 
join her in her bereaved and solitary situation. They left the settle
ment soon after onr meeting gathered ; but notwithstauding this 
circumstance, and the disturbance occasioned by some of those !lS

aen1bled conversing, and that one of our company withheld to the 
last, what ought to have been communicated first, we were favoured 
with a sense of the Divine presence, and strength was afforded to 
proclaim many weighty truths, with exhortation and prayer. After 
this meeting we returned to Kelvedon, where, in the evening, after 
F. Cotton had read to his family and servants, some of the notices 
from Josiah Forster's part of Piety Promoted, concluding with 
that of Christiana Hustler, and a Psalm, I addressed the young 
persons present, and was followed by Geo. W. W alkcr in trstimony, 
and Francis Cotton in supplication. The overshadowing of the wing 
of ancient Goodness, which is the glory of all our religious assem
blies, was graciously extended. To God be all the glory ; prnise 
belongeth to him alone, who thus con<lesccmls to his unworthy 
creatures, giving them beauty for ashes, the oil ofjoy for mourning, 
and the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness. 
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10th 7th mo. Was spent in writing, walking, &c. 1n the even
ing F. and A. M. Cotton, G. W. Walker, G. F. Story and myself 
sat down together in the parlour; and F. Cotton read to us the va
rious advices contained in the extrncts from the minutes of the 
Yearly Meeting, under the heat! Ministers and Ehlers, with the 
Queries to meetings composed of persons filling those offices. It 
was a solemn season, lint one in whid1 the sense of our own weak
ness was permitted to be keenly felt; yet some capacity to ex.tc111l 
counsel was witnessed, and prayer was put up for the help and 
preservation of those who arc called publicly to advocate the cause 
of truth. 

11th 7th mo. Having had it on our minds :igain to visit a few 
of the persons residing in the upper part of the district, we set out 
this morning, in company with Francis and A. M. Cotton. In 
passing through Waterloo Point I recei\·ed a lettl'r from T. J. 
Crouch, enclosing one from our dear Abraham D:1Vy, conveying some 
account of his stormy passage to Sydney; his peaceful arrival 
there; and of the trial which our dear friend~, the Wheelers, have been 
visited wi1h, in the removal of William Wheeler, who I have no 
doubt, though he was comparatively young in years, was gathered 
as a shock of corn fully ripe. We dined with E. C. Shaw and his 
wife, and her sister Hall, and went forward to Adam Amos's, where 
arrangement was made for holding a meeting on our return, and 
where we accepted an invitation to tarry for the night, and in whose 
family we had some religious service. 

12th 7th mo. W c procec<lcd to W illium Lync's, and in the even
ing had a meeting with the family 1111d servants, in which Francis 
aml A. M. Cotton and myself were engaged in religious labour vo
cally. 

13th 7th mo. We had further service in the family of William 
Lyne and also in that of Thomas Watson, where Francis and A. 
M. Cotton remained to lodge; but on account of the smallness of 
their house, G. W. Walker and myself returned to W. Lyne's, where 
an elderly man, named Richard Allen, was also a temporary in
mate, nnd we were 11gain clrawn forth in gospel labour. 

14th 7th 1110. A ftcr breakfast we had another religious oppor
tunity with the Lynes; after whit:h \Ve returned to dine with the 
large family of John and Hannah Amos; and in the afternoon 
made calls upon the younger branches of their family, and that of 
Adam and Mary Amos, who are settled in the neighbourhood of 
their parents, and who met us 11gain in the evening, at the house of 
the latter couple, where we had a meeting, in which Francis Cotton 
aud myself were engaged in religious labour, but under feelings Ly 
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no means indicating that our testimony to the unchangeable and 
self-denying principles of the gospel had free course among all the 
assembled company. In the evening A. M. Cotton had some labour 
with a portion of the family of Amos, which opened the way for a 
long explanatory conversation, in which many important truths 
were illustrated. 

15th 7th mo. We called on Thomas \\'atson, Junr. and his 
wife, on our way toward Kelvedon ; and I had to express the 
feeling of Christian interest, in their present and everlasting "·el
fare, and to direct their attention to the visitations of the light 
of Christ, which, though not understood, might shine in dark
ness, an<l is that which, being walked in, produces true fellowship 
with the righteous, and an experimental evidence of the efficacy 
of the blood of Christ, in cleansing from all sin. T. Watson 
accompanied us a few miles; and on arriving at the end of our 
journey, our friends had the comfort of finding all their numerous 
family well; for which, and the blessing of health to ourselves 
and countless other mercies, we desire to be reverently thankful 
to our gracious Heavenly Father. 

16th 7th mo. (First-dfly.) The meeting this morning was ra
ther a low opportunity, a sense of human infirmity being chiefly 
prevalent: there was, however, a precious consciousness of the bless
ing of being weaned from a dependence upon the teaching of m1m, 
in regard to religion, and of being brought under the teaching of 
the Holy Spirit; on which subject, and its demand upon us for 
thankfulness to the Author of all our mercies, I made a few com
ments. The evening was not without a comforting sense of tlie 
Divine presence, notwithstanding sevf'ral of the company were in an 
exhausted slate, from our late journey. 

I 7th 7th mo. We had a solemn parting opportunity with our 
dear friends at Kelvedon. After which Dr. Story accompanied us 
a few miles on the way to Spring Bay, where we became the guests 
of J. and T . .Maclean, with whom and T. D. Lord, and a young 
woman residing in the family, we had much interesting conversa
tion on the importance of minding eternal things, and the manner 
in which the kingdom of heaven is brought near to us, by the in
shining of the light of Christ, the witness of the Holy Spirit 
against sin, which, being attended to, enables mankind to re
ceive Christ; and gives them power to become the sons of God, 
even by adoption; so that they -are no longer strangers and fo
reignerll, (in regard to the kingdom of heaven,) but fellow-citizens 
with the saints, and of the household of God, to whom they have ac
cesll by this one Spirit, and are built upon the foundation of the 
apostles aud prnphets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner
stone. 
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18th 7th mo. We performed a tedious journey of about fo1ty 
miles by way cf Prosser's River, Paradise, Prosser's Plains, &c. 
to Richmond, where we arrived by moonlight at a late hour. 

Return lo Ifobar/011. 

19th 7th mo. We spent a comfortable night at the Lennox 
Arms. We joined the family of John and Sarah Butcher, at break
fast, and had some religious service with them ; and afteward, 11c

companied by J. H. Butcher, called on Edward Rowntree and his 
wife; to the former 0£ whom, especially, we imparted some nee~ 
sary counsel, which was well received; then taking the new road, 
cut by a gang of prisoners, over Grass-tree Hill, we proceeded to 
Kangaroo Point, and had a tedious ride, in part from G. W. 
Walker's horse becoming lame. The steam-packet being out of 
order, we \Vere driven to the unpleasant necessity of crossing the 
Derwent, with our horses, in an open boat, and were favoured to 
arrive in safety in Hobart Town, just as the day closed. Finding 
our lodgings at the Freemasona' Hotel vacant, we again resumed 
them, though, if we could have met with suitable private lodgings 
we should have given them the preference. 

22nd 7th mo. I made some enquiry among the shipping agents, 
respecting the probability of obtaining a passage to King George's 
Sound and Swan River, from hence; but could learn nothing satis
factory. Some of them recommend Sydney as more likely ; but 
in looking that way I feel no clearness. Considerations of the 
length of time we have been out, and of the expense to our dear 
friends, sometimes crowd upon the mind discouragingly; yet the 
prevailing desire is, that our faith and patience may be preserved 
from failing, and ourselves kept from moving either in one direction 
or another, while the cloud thus rests upon our tabernacle. I took 
lea with Henry and Ann Propsting, and spent a little tiine plea
santly with them and A. C. Flower, with whom Henry is partner 
in business. They are very industrious, but have many discourage
ments to contend with. 

2Srd 7th mo. (First-day.) The meeting this morning was emi
nently owned by the overshadowing of the sense of the Divine 
presence, under which testimonies were home to the mercy and 
goodne~s of God, and the blessedness of waiting upon him, and of 
feeding on Christ, the bread of life. Access was also granted to 
the throne of grace in \'OCal prayer. The afternoon meeting was 
silent. We spent the evening wilh Sarah Crouch and several other 
friends. 

24th 7th mo. I felt pl'nceful in being passive under the Divine 
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han<l, with regnrd to our future proceedings, nnd in patiently waiting 
for the further disclosures of the Divine will, in these respects. He 
who said to the troubled sea, " Peace, be still I and there was a 
great calm," has been plea.,ed to RSSuage the conflicts of my mind. 
To him be all the praise. Most of the day was occupied in writing. 
We spent the evening at Robert Mather'&, and read also the testi
monies respecting William and Rebecca Byrd, my honoured friends, 
while Ji,ing, and with whom, though now taken from us, as regards 
the llesh, I sometimes still feel a measure of that union in Christ 
which death cannot divide. 

27th 7th mo. The week-day meeting was held in silence. To 
my own mind it was a season of conflict. I had great difficulty in 
keeping my attention to the great object for which we were assem
bled ; bot in maintaining or renewing the struggle, with my hope 
fixed on the Lord for help, I was at length favoured with a little 
feeling of his good presence~painful yet very profitable, if rightly 
received, are such proofs of our own helplessness. I rode in the af
ternoon to Glenarchy, to see old John Johnson, who is increasingly 
feeble, yet peaceful, and patiently waiting the days of his appointed 
time, until his change come. He is now rendered more comfortable 
outwardly by the residence of a married couple in the same cottage, 
who take a little care of him. We dined with Geo. Yealand and fa
mily, in company with two of the colonial chaplains, and with H. 
and H. Jeannaret, and spent the evening in profitable conversa: 
tion. 

SOth 7th mo. (First-clay.) The meetings to-day were attended by 
about twenty adults, and several children. That in the forenoon wns 
one of close exercise, in which Joseph B. Mather, Sarah B. Mather, 
and myself were engaged in testimony, and I also expressed a few 
sentences in prayer. The afternoon meeting was, to my mind, a fnst ; 
it was held in silence, with the exception of a few words from A. Prop
sting. 

J st 8th mo. We received an interesting letter from Robert Clark, 
the catechist on Flinder's Island, containing many particulars rela
tive to the progress of the blacks in civilized habits and useful know
ledge ; it was accompanied by a doyley of thread-net as a specimen 
of ihe work of one of the women. Moat of the day was occupied in 
writing. 

2nd 8th mo. A portion of the day was spent in a walk to Sandy 
Day, in company with George Everett. I spent a little time upon n 
letter to James Young, a person who attended our meetings; but got 
beclouded respecting some of the practical views of the Gospel re-
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ceived by Friends. In the evening Philip Smith spent an hour at 
our lodging. 

Srd 8th mo. The monthly meeting was one of considerable inte• 
rest. The minutes of last month, recording Joseph Benson Mather 
and George Fordyce Story as approved ministers, and restoring 
H. H. Ridler to membership, were confirmed, and several other sub
jects attended to, which occupied the first sitting, and an adjourn
ment; and the business still being more than could be seasonably 
gone through, the meeting again adjourned. 

4th 8th mo. I completed a fair copy of my letter to J. Y. and de
livered it to him, and also attended to some other writing. The 
adjourned monthly meeting, which met at tieven o'clock this evening, 
was a season of renewed favour, in which the uniting influence of 
Heavenly Love was prevalent, and the remaining business was con
cluded. 

6th 8th mo. (First-day.) The forenoon meeting was numerously 
attended, that in the afternoon was small. In the former A. C. 
Flower and myself were engaged in testimony, and I also in vocal 
prayer. In the evening I joined A. C. F. and H.· P., in a visit to 
Robert Mather, (the father of the Mather family,) on his application 
for membership with Friends. 

7th 8th mo. We took tea with Philip Stanley and Marian 
Tomlin, an int<!resting young couple of inquiring minds: he is 
chief-clerk in the police-office, and she a daughter of Robert 
Harrison, of Woodbury. After much conversation a portion of 
Scripture was read by P. S. Tomlin, and subsequently I had some
thing to express in the line of ministry, and G. W. Walker in 
prayer. I have been acquainted with P.S. Tomlin for several years; 
and was pleased to hear him acknowledge, that on looking back, he 
recognised distinctly several times in his life, when he had stood on 
the very brink of ruin, from which he sees he was delivered by the 
overruling of a merciful Providence, who thus spared him a little 
longer. 

10th 8th ma. The week-day meeting was to myself a season of 
comfort, a sense of the Divine presence being mercifully granted. 
In the course of the day I called with G. W. Walker on Captain 
Maconochie, with whom we had further conversation on the bene
volent and reasonable plans he has projected for improving the penal 
discipline, and ameliorating the condition of the prisoner-population, 
as well as removing a source of constnnt irritation from the free inba· 
bitants. 
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11 th 8th mo. Our denr friends Daniel and Charles Wheeler 
arrived from Sydney, by the Mary Ann Watson, It is a great com
fort to have them here 11gain. We addressed a letter 10 Captain 
)faconochie upon his proposed system of penal discipline. 

13th 8th mo. (First-day.) The forenoon-meeting was a favoured 
season, io which several were engaged in gospel labour. The 
afternoon meeting was held in silence, and, till toward the close, 
was to myself a season of fasting. The heavy state of our afternoon 
meetings may probably be, in some measure, connected with the time 
of day at which they are held, and the smallness of the place in 
which we meet, which is quite crowded with thirty persons. The 
darkness of the evenings, and the badness of the roads, at this season 
of the year, when such streelll as are not yet macadamised, are cut 
up after a little rain, so as to be almost impassable, render meeting 
at a late hour unsuitable, and the :1carcity of suitable rooms is such, 
that we have not been able to meet with one, nor yet have we been 
able to obtain a suitable site for a meeting-house, if we had possessed 
the means for purchasing and erecting one, nol\vithstanding a 
commiuee for this purpose has existed several months. 

ath 8th mo. Much of the <lay was spent in writing. In the 
evening, along with George W. W a Iker, I joined D. and C. Wheeler 
at dinner at Government-house. Conver!lfttion turned chiefly on the 
,isit of our friends to the Pacific, respecting which the family at Go
vernment-house have shown considerable interest, having read the 
two parts of Extrac~ from the Journal of Daniel Wheeler. 

15th 8th mo. A person who has of late attended our meetings 
for worship took tea with us: he formerly held U nitnrian sentiments, 
but hu recently entertained doubts of their soundness. We had much 
conversation with him, which my companion continued, while I 
went to a committee of the Temperance Society, at which a parcel 
of the second number of the Australian Monthly Temperance Maga
zine was received. This promises to he a very useful work. The 
revenue from spirits diminished last year, in Van Diemen's Land, 
£1000. 

17th 8th mo. The week-day meeting was n season of comfort: 
A sweet spirit of prayer prevailed in my own mind, with a feeling 
ofacccas to the footstool of mercy; yet few words, in the form of 
petition, were framed in my heart, and I felt no liberty to pray vocAlly. 
Some of the remainder of the day was spent in letter-writing. 'We 
took tea with T. J. and S. Crouch, and at their house met with 
others of our friends. 

19th 8th mo. I put into the post, several letters. In the letter 
I 
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to Joseph Marriage some notice is taken of the state of the popula
tion of these colonies, in connexion with the transportation system, 
which is a subject that has occupied much of our attention latterly; 
I will here introduce an ex.tract from that letter, in the hope of 
exciting a more general interest upon it. 

" We have been deeply interested lately by perusing some manu
scripts of Captain Maconochie's, on the penal discipline of these 
colonies, which he requested us to read, and to give him our opi
nion upon. He is the private secretary of Sir John Franklin, 
the present Lieutenant-governor of this colony, and a man of a bene
volent and enlightened mind. The documents 111luded to point out 
the great evils of the present system, (to many of which the late 
Lieutenant-governor was quite alive, though I do not think lie had 
seen how they might be remedied,) and which is based upon co
ercion. They show, also, the superiority of '1/(Jf'a/ mea,1s, whicb 
Captain Maconochie proposes to substitute; and we have not the 
least doubt that they would work well, nnd produce a much more 
certain impression of punishment, in the first instance; and from 
the first, through the progressive stages, afford a much better train
ing for reformation of character, and for industrious habits, than the 
system now in use; which hPing a sort of temporary slavery, in 
which the prisoners do not maintain themselves by their 01Tn ex
ertions, but arc fed and clothed by their masters, according to a 
certain scale of ration ordered by the govPrnment, whether they be 
industrious or idle, produces a disposition, on the part of the pri
soners, to do as little as they ran; while in the endeavour of their 
mnsters to compel industry and obedience literally " by the lash of 
the law," their own tempers are rendered irritable and sour, and 
their servants are mentally placed in a position of moral resistance, 
though physically subdued; which is very inimical to reformation,and 
rather tends to harden, and consequently to indispose them for pursu
ing their eternal interests. In a word, notwithstanding the superiority 
of the present system to the practice of keeping prisoners in gaols, and 
that a few cases of religious reformation have occurred under ir, 
{according to our own observation) about one in a thousand in Van
Diemen's Land, (including the larger average at Macquarie Har
bour,) and a smaller proportion in New South Wales; and thrse 
rsther by incidental moral means than by the regular working of the 
system of coercion, and that has been productive of a most extensire 
adoption of improved habits; but which was, and still is, small in 
proportion to the whole. The present syi;tem may be said, in its 
general operation, to harden those who arc under it, both again~! 
the laws of God nnd man. In support of these sentiments Caputo 
Maconochie has made numerous extracts, in the form of notes from 
the reports that George W. Walker and myself have made, from 
time to time, to the government. And we have also expressed 10 him 
in a note and a letter, our views of the subject, which I expect will 
come before the home government, and also before the Prison Dis-
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cipline Society; and we do hope that our dear friends in England 
will take deep interest in the question; seeing it is one in which not 
only the present, but the everlasting welfare of a large number of 
our follow-creatures is involved, who, though they have rendered 
themseh·es obnoxious to the laws of their country by their crimes, 
have still a strong claim upon our sympathy, having very gene
rally been brought up under circumstances which would, ( or ·rather 
might,) probably, have proved as destructive to our virtue, had we 
been under the saml', as they have proved to theirs." 

20th 8th mo. (First-day.) Our little meeting-room was crowded 
in the forenoon: several individuals who usually attend, but are 
occasionally prevented by their young families, were absent. 

22nd 8th mo. A district temperance meeting.-The principles 
of the society, the benefits of temperance generally, in its extended 
ramifications, and the importance of the particular branch, which the 
assembly was met m0re !'specially to promote,-the destructiveness 
of intemperance in this colony, in New South Wales, (both among 
the white and the black population,) and in the islands of the Pacific, 
-the benefits to be anticipated from cultivating temperance princi
ples amongst youth,-and the advantages likely to result from an 
extensive circulation of the Australian Monthly Temperance-Maga
zine, were all commented upon, to the interest of the audience. 

2ith 8th mo. The week-day meeting was a time of some lively 
exercise, accompanied by a sense of the great Master's presence. 

25th 8th mo. Occupied with the essay of a letter to Captain 
Maconochie, on the comparative state of the pri3oner population of 
New South Wales and Van Diem en's Land, and a variety of other 
subjects connected with the colonial penal discipline. An offer has 
been made to Friends of the pr~mises on which they held their 
meetings, when we were here a year-and-a-half since, and which 
might easily be made much more commodious than the place in 
which we now meet, and would also be a favourable site for a 
meeting-house, when the m~ans for erecting one are provided. We 
took tea with Joseph G. and Eliza Jennings. 

26th 8th mo. Much of my time was spent upon the letter men
tionrd yesterday. D. and C. W., G. W. W., J.B. M., and myself 
went to look over the premises alluded to yesterd.iy; and with the 
concurrence of my friends, as to the s11i1ahility of the step, I offored 
£350 for them, which was the price t!emanded ; but a demur took 
place respecting a right of road, whieh one of the present owners 
wished to retain through the ground, that I was not satisfit•d 10 con
sent to. I distributed several copies of " Remarks on the Doctrinal 
Views of the Society of Friends," prefixed to the seventh edition of 
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" Observations on the distinguishing Views and Practict.-s of Friends, 
by J. J. Gurney," apprehending this tract calculated to be useful 
to those professing with the Society here. J. D., from the Back 
River, who was seriously impressed at our last meeting there, wu 
in town to-day. He spoke to us with some tenderness, and expressed 
an intention of remaining in town over to-morrow, for the purpose 
of attending the meetings of Friends. 

27th 8th mo. (First-day.) The meetings were much crowded, 
so as to render the room oppressively close: a lively exercise was, 
however, maintained in them, and we were favoured with a sense of 
the good Master's presence, though to my own perception not so 
powerfully as on many other occasion!!. The evening was spent at 
Robert Mather'~, where our attention wa!I profitably recalled to the 
peaceable spirit of the gospel, by a reference to some tracts of the 
Peace Society, particularly to No. VIII. " An Examination of the 
Principles which are con~idered to 3upport the practice of War. 
By a Lady." 

!i!81h 8th mo. Joseph ll. Mather culled to inform me that William 
Nicoll, one of the proprietors of the premises offered for sale in 
Murray Street, had informed him that they had concluded to accept 
the terms proposed, and that he had, according to my instructions, 
agreed for them. U n<ler the exigencies of the case, I hope what I 
ha\'e done will not be disapproved by FriL>nds in England. I have 
concluded to take the responsibility npon myself, and to draw upon 
the Meeting for Sufferings for the amount. 

80th 8th mo. In the course of the day our letter lo Captain 
Maconoehie wn5 transmitted to him. The week-day meeting w11 
small, in consequence of the state of the weather, which is showery 
ar.d cold: we were nevertheless favoured with a sense of the good 
Master's presence, to the humbling admiration of some of our 
spirits. Daniel Wheeler, George W. Walker, and myself took tea 
with the Bedfords, with whom we had much interesting conversa· 
tion. Before parting, at the request of the family, I read a portion 
of Scripture; after which D. Wheeler was engaged in a 11hort, b11t 
very appropriate testimony. Mount Wellington is now covered 
half-way down with snow, which lies thick in its upper forests, and 
whitens its naked summiL It has not been clear of its wintry garb 
for several months, but indications of spring nre increasing in the 
lower grounds: the grass is beginning 10 grow, and \'Rrious species o( 

acacia are displaying their lively yellow, or paler blossoms; and a 
few other nati,·e shrubs are also coming into flower. 

2nd 9th mo. Jn the afternoon I went to see J. Johnson again, 
and found him weaker than bt:fore, and scarcely able to make him
self understood. He made, however, many pertinent remarks on 
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his own state, and. on the state of many others, and enquired if I 
thought it could be right for bad men to use the Lord's Prayer; 
for he remarked, be thought they could not properly say, " Our 
Father, whit·h art in heaven," when the devil was their father. 

Srd 9th mo. (First-day.) We met in the house recently pur
chased, in one or the two rooms intended to be thro\\'n together, and 
were favoured with two comfortable meetings, in both of \vhich 
Daniel Wheeler and myself were engaged in testimony. 

•th 9mo. J. B. Mather has received a letter, written in much 
simplicity, from a man named Lawson, residing near Launceston, 
who has become interested respecting the principles of Friends, from 
reading some works borrowed, he says, from a poor man, who lives 
in a hut by the road-side, in that neighbourhood; by which de
scription we recognize David Hayes, whom we have before had oc
casion to notice. 

7th 9th mo. We conveyed to Captain Maconochie our letter on 
his "Summary Essay on the Colonial Penal Discipline;" and he 
favoured us with the perusal of a very sensible letter from George 
K. Holden, the private secretary of Sir Richard Bourke, on the 
subject of attempts to civilize the blacks of New South Wales, &c. 
in which subject also Captain Maconochie takes a deep interest. 

8th 91h mo. The deeds, conveying to me the premises in M ur
ray Street, were executed, and left in the hands of Hugh Ross, the 
crown solicitor, whom I employed to peruse anti settle them, to be 
registered, and to have the grant of the land from the crown, which 
was obtained a few months ago, enrolled. 

10th 9th mo. (First-day.) The meetings were to myself much 
of seasons of fasting ; nevertheless I bad something to communi
cate in testimony, in the forenoon. Abraham C. Flower, J. B. Ma
ther, and S. B. Mather were also engaged in the same line of ser
vice. The exercises expressed were chiefly in caution against the 
love of the world, and an encouragement to trust in the gracious 
promise, that those who seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness shall have such temporal things as 11re necessary, 
added to them. 

17th 9th mo. (First-day.) The forenoon meeting was attended by 
twenty-five aclults and ten children: the number in the afternoon was 
rather smaller. To myself both meetings were rather low seasor1s, 
though not devoid of comfort. We spent the evening at Robert 
Mather's, where, at my request, the fifth chapter of Tuke's Principles 
was read, with the view of taking the sense of my friends,. on the 
propriety of printing an edition of it 11s a tract; and they were of 
the judgment that it would form one, such as ·e feel t

1
he want of. 
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18th 9th mo. \Vent on board the Schab, a s~hooner from Syd
ney, to see if any arrangement could be made with the owner, re
specting our projected voyage, by the Australian Settlements, to 
the Mauritius, but without being able to effect any thing. I ad
dressed a letter to Captain Maconochie, to accompany a copy of the 
Virginian Convict's Narrative, an old piece, containing some illus
trative remarks on the nature of early colonial penal discipline. 

20th 9th mo. In the afternoon I rode to Glenorchy, 11nd called 
on John John8on, whom I found weaker than when I last saw him; 
but he was full of love. He says he feels an increasing fear, in 
seasons of emptiness, lest he should fall, and a deeper sense that it 
is only by Divine grace that be can be preserved to the end; but 
he. is, nevertheless, sensible of the Divine presence, and that he 
shall soon see his Saviour, of whose death, on the cross, he has a 
clear view. 

21st 9th mo. Seventeen persons were present at the week-day 
meeting. My own mind was much exercised respecting our future 
proceeding. Abraham C. Flower spoke weightily on ihe passage: 
"If ye were blind, ye should have no sin; but now ye say, we see, 
therefore your sin remaineth." I went with Charles \Vheeler on 
board the Schah, thinking it best to make a proposal to the owner, 
respecting a conveyance by her to the Australian settlements and 
the Mauritius. We found on her cabin-table a parcel for Daniel 
Wheeler, from Sydney, containing numerous letters returned from 
the Pacific. The Schab was captured in the slave-trade, in which 
she is said to have made fourteen trips, and to have had three hun
dred slaves on board when taken. By measurement, in length and 
breadth, she is equal to a vessel of about one hundred and sixty 
tons, but in capacity, to only about ninety. The state of such a 
crowd of human beings·in her hold m11st have been dreadful. 

23rd 9th mo. The OIVner of tlie Schah declined mv offer for a 
passage to the Mauritius, by way of the Australian set(lements. I 
therefore spoke to Stephen Addison, master of the Endora, a bark 
bound to Calcutta, for the refusal of berths, as far as King George's 
Sound. T. P. spent some time with us this evening. Having, by 
attention to the light of Christ, seen and renounced the errors of 
Unitarianism, he has been favoured also to perceive some other 
features of the gospel, that are hid from the wise and prudent, but 
revealed to babes, and has been enabled to take up the cross in 
them. 

24th 9th mo. (First-day.) The meetings were to myself sea
son3 of poverty and exercise, yet not without some sense of Divine 
regard; that in the afternoon was held in silence. 

26th 9th mo. Was occupied in packing some of our luggage, 
and transferring it to a private lodging, that we have met with, and 
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which ffe prefer to the hotel; though it is not cheaper, except in 
regard to servants. George W. Walker and Joseph B. Mather 
rode to Glenorchy, and found old J. Johnson very far gone. He 
was still able to speak, so as to be understood by the man who re
sides under the same roof, 11nd assists his wife in attending upon the 
old man, who is in a very comfortable state of mind, hoping in the 
Lord, and anticipating everlasting happiness. 

27th 9th mo. Early this morning we rode to Glenorchy, and 
found that old John Johnson had peacefully breathed his last on the 
preceding evening, whilst one of his neighbours was reading to him 
the thirty-first Psalm; upon which he had dwelt with much com
fort, at times, for several days past. The disease-worn remains 
wore striking traces of that calmness and srrenity with which he had 
long waited for his change, and whirh he had often said he felt 
would be a happy one; and this feeling, (arising out of a sensible 
communion with his .Maker,-the result of unfeigned repentance 
and faith in Christ, and patient endurance of the sanctifying opera
tion of the Holy Spirit,) he retained to the last, as was evinced by 
bis answer to the question whether he felt romfortable, put to him 
only a few minutes bcfure he died; and to which he replied, " Yes, 
I shall soon be happy in heaven;" and he added something respecting 
his friend John Leacl1, with whom he had ofren praised his Saviour 
on earth, and whom he hoped to join in everlasting praises in hea
ven; seeing, as he often said, how wonderful it was that the Lord 
should have looked down with compassion upon one who had been 
so long living in sin, and drawn him to himself, and given him a 
plare among his servants. How precious is the memory of the 
poor, but righteous man ! 

28th 9th mo. The week-day meeting was a sea11011 of comfort. 
In the afternoon George W. Walker and myself rode to New Nor
folk, to take leave of our acquaintance there; wc again became 
the guests of our kind friends Robert and Jemima Officer, Ac
cording to a previou11 arrangement we dined with Lady Franklin, 
Captain Maconochie, Dr. Evans anrl his wife, Henry Elliot, and 
other members of the family of the Lieutenant-governor, several of 
whom are spending a few days at the Government Cottage here. It 
is a rustic box, beautifully situated on the· bank of the Derwent; 
on the opposite of which the land is broken by cliffs, and rises from 
the water's edge, to a woody mountain called the Dromedary. The 
simple style of the family, when here, is in good keeping with the 
place. 

~9th 9th mo. We called on William Garrard, who accompanied 
u~ to visit the family of John Terry, and that of Penelope Burnett. 
We dined with Thomas and Sarah Walton, the former of whom 
now makes an open profession with Friends. There is a corn-

Digitized by Google 



forting feeling of the Divine Master's presence in their house. 
The evening was spent at Dr. Officer's, when William Garrard, 
the Episcopal chaplain, and John Whethcr~tone, the Wesleyan 
minister, joined the company. They arc both estimable men. 

30th 9th mo. Feeling some concern for the best welfare of the 
inhabitants of New Norfolk, we concluded to remain here over to
morrow, and to invite them to meet with us in the Police-office, the 
use of which was granted us by the police-magistrate, Alexander 
Murray, when on the bench with Thomas Lascelles, whose mother 
resided at Walter Tnlford, near York. In the course of the day 
we called on the Sharlands and on Thomas Atkinson and his wife. 
While we were at the house of T. Atkinson, who is in poor health, 
a messenger came for Dr. Officer, in consequence of the sudden 
illness of A. Murray, who wil.:! seized soon alter returning from a 
sale, at which he was the purchaser of a piece of land with a house 
upon it. The woody banks of the Derwent are now beautifully 
ornamented with the flowers of native shrubs. 

1st 10th mo. (First-day.) The meeting was pretty numerously at
tended, considering that it was held at the same hour that the Epis
copal congregation assembled. Along with much other matter I had 
to allude to the awful uncertainty of human life, an illustration of 
which was afforded by the case of their police-magistrate, who the 
previous day occupied the chair from which I had just risen, and 
now lay at the point of death, (he survived three-and-twenty hours, 
from the time of being taken ill,) and to press upon the audience 
the importance of giving death a place in their daily thoughts. My 
dear companion also had good service in testimony. We again 
dined with T. and S. Walton ; and in the afternoon met the pa• 
tients, and other inmates of the hospital, along with a few other 
persons, to whom also I had much to communicate: illustrating to 
the poor invalids-the maimed, the halt, and the blind, chiefly pri
soners-the power and blessings of the gospel, as exhibited in the 
declining years and last hours of the late J. Johnson; and pointing 
out to them the importance of cherishing a hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, even as he did in the days of his outgoings, and to 
which the Lord had respect, and ultimately filled him with the 
joys of his salvation. 

2nd 10th mo. After some religious service in the family of 
Dr. Officer, and a parting call on Thomas and Sarah Walton, we 
left New Norfolk, and returned to Hobarton, where we arrived 
about one o'clock, and were again welcomed by our friends, who we 
were pleased to learn had been favoured with a very solemn meet
ing yesterday morni11g. Having concluded on printing an edition 
of three thousand copies of the fili.h chapter of Tukc's Principles, to 
be entitled, "Sentiments of the Society of Friends, on Divine \\' or-
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ship nm! Gospel Ministry," we made the needful arrangements with 
William Gore Elliston, who took the business of our old friend 
Dr. James Ross. When I was alone in the evening, Robert An
drew Mather called to inform me that he believed it his duty to go 
to reside at Sydney, if his friends should concur in judgment with 
him in the matter. I encouraged him first to confer with his father 
and elder brother and sister; and if he obtained their concurrenre, then 
to take the sense of Friends more generally upon it at the monthly 
meeting. Robert is a valuable young man, and has evidently been 
growing in religious exercise of late. The step he has in prospect 
is Rn important one, not only as may regard his religious standing 
in the sister colony, but involving a large temporal sacrifice, as he 
ha1 a share in the business in Hobarton, which is doing well for 
them, but which he anticipates resigning, and that at an uncertainty 
as to what mode of subsistence may open for him. I cannot but 
hope that our friend A. Davy and he may be able to unite in busi
ness, which it is difficult for one person to manage alone in Sydney, 
where also faithful servants are not often to be met with, and that 
thus they may become mutual helpers, both in things temporal and 
spiritual. 

3rd 10th mo. Variously occupied. We received from the Colonial 
Secretary a grant of several documents, for which we made applica-

}ion to him some days since. In the cour~e of the day I called on 
Abraham C Flower, and Henry Propsting, who are disrouraged 
respecting their business, and are about to dissolve partnership and 
reduce their concerns. They do not seek great things as regards 
this world: and I have no doubt, but being kept low in thi~ respect 
tends to deepen them in religious e,:ercise, and has a profitable in
floenre upon their families, which is much better than gold: they 
nevertheless exemplify the effect of the desultory occupations in 
whirh prisoners are usually employed ; which gives them a little 
general knowledge in many 11orts of business, but prevents their at
taining a proficiency in any, so that generally speaking, so far as my 
observation enables me to judge, they have a hard struggle to main
tain themselves when they become free. 

4th 10th mo. This morning was occupied in writing, and some 
other eugagements. In the afterno"on I accompanied Daniel 
Wheeler to the anniversary meeting of the Maternal and Dorcas 
Society, which affords relief to indigent mothers in their confine
ments, and educstes some of their children. It is supported by 
voluntary contribution, and conducted by a few respectable females, to 
whom it d~ credit: among the foremost of these, are the widow 
Jennings, and her daughters and niece, with whom we took tea after 
the meeting. We afterwards joined Geo. W. Walker and Charles 
Wheeler at Robert Mather's, where we were agreeably surprised by a 
visit from Esthe,· Dixon and her brother James Dixon, who hnd 
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driven her to town to attend the monthly and yearly meetings 
they were accompanied by Adam Jackson, a thoughtful young Scotch
man, with whom we became acquainted some years ago at Campbell 
Town. In the course of the day Judge Montagu raised a demur 
against admitting the testimony of Thomas Pierce on affirmation, 
on the ground of doubting the meaning of the clause "or of the per
suasion of the people called Quakers," of the Act of William the 
Fourth, chap. 4-9, intituled "An Act to allow Quakcn1 and Moraviana 
to make Affirmation in all cases where an oath is, or shall be required, 
dated 28th August, I SSS.'' 

5th 10th mo, The monthly mel!ting occurred: its chief busi-
ness consisted in the admission of Robert Mather into member
ship. R. A. Mather took the 8ense of his friends on the sub
ject of his proposed removal to Sydney. This, though not a sub
ject of record, was taken up weightily, and the young m1an 
encouraged to net in faith, upon his own convictions, no one having 
ony discouragement to cast into the scale. Francis and A. M. Cot
ton arrived in the aftrrnoon, and were at the adjournment of the 
10011thly meeting in the evening; they became lodgers in tl,, same 
house with Geo, W, W alkcr and myself. In the course of the clay 
I received a letter from Thomas Pierce respecting the refusal of bi, 
nffirmation, and wrote to him on the subject. 

6th 10th mo. The Yearly Meeting commenced with a meeting 
for wor11hip at eleven o'clock, which w11s attended solely by our own 
members: like that of the monthly meeting held yesterday, it was 
a solemn comforting scRson to such as have learned to take romfort 
under a sense of the helplessness of man, unless assisted by the Spirit 
of his Maker; for accompanying this sl'nse, there was a feeling of the 
graciousassuram:eofthe Saviour, •Where two or three are gathered 
together in my 110ml', there am I in the midst of them.' A. C. 
Flower, Joseph B. Mather anJ myself were exercised in testimony. 
The number present at the meeting for discipline was fifteen (which 
occasionally, in the course of the sittings, ,·aried to seventeen.) The 
answers to the queries, to the third inclusive, were proceeded with, 
and some weighty counsel on i:cveral subject! was extended. We 
met again at six o'clock, when the rc:maining queries were aruwcred. 
It was concluded to transmit the answers to the queries to the Meet
ing for Sufferings, and a Committee was appointed to prepare a 
letter or epistle to accompany them, including also other subjec:ts. 

8th 10th mo. (First-day.) Forty persons, old and young, were at 
meeting in the forenoon : it was a season of comfort. Several person& 

spoke in testimony and one in supplication. The aften1oon meeting 
w11s less lively; two individuals were ne1·erthelcss engaged in te:itimony. 
After it I had some conversation with an honest old man, who walb 
from New-town, namccl John Boucher: he is n labourer in a brewery 
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in which he is 11irrounded by proffigacy ; but he says, he has a little 
place into which be retires, and locks the door upon his profligate com
panions, which he esteems a privilege, though he is still within the hear
ing of their voices. He is seldom able to get 10 meeting in a forenoon, 
but he says he is often refreshed by sitting in silence communing in 
heart with the Lord. J. Boucher has read a great deal, and he says 
that e:11.clusive of the Scriptures, Frieuds' Books are the soundest of 
any: he has long wished to purchase a copy of Penn's " No Cross 
no Crown," which he borrowed and read twice through, and having 
laid my hand upon one, in turning over our books, in the course of 
the week I presented him with one, along with a few other books 
and tracts that I thought would be usefully placed in his hands. 
We took tea with Thomas and Sarah Crouch : there were in the 
company thirteen members of our Society, and two or three of 
T. C.'s Wesleyan friends. Much of the evening was spent in read
ing, and I had also a few comments to make on the seventh and 
eighth ver11e of the second chapter of the First Epistle to the Corin
thians, " But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the 
hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory, 
•hich none of the princes of this world knew ; for had they known it, 
<hey would not have crucified the Lord of glory." 

9th 10th mo. The Yearly Meeting was continued: it assembled, 
pursuant to adjournment, at eleven o'clock. The answers to the 
queries were revised, and some other subjects attended 10. I gave 
the meeting some information respecting the proceedings of Geo. W. 
WalkP.r and myself <luring the past year. The meeting 11gain ad
journed to seven o'clock; when a minute, recording a brief outline of 
our proceedings, was made, and an epistle to the Meeting for Suffer
ings agreed upon ; and the meeting atijourned to six o'clock to-mor
row evening. Our dear Daniel Wheeler yesterday received a letter 
by the Recovery, from our mutual friend Sarah Smith of Sheffield, 
dated the 18th of 4th mo. containing norices of the recovery of my 
beloved mother, and my sister Sarah Backhouse. Thus to hear of 
these dear members of my family, when letters no longer reach my
self in these colonies, is c11use for thankfulness. 

10th 10th mo. In the forenoon I was occupied with our luggage, 
including books, &c. At the adjourned Yearly Meeting the fair copy of 
the Epistle to the Meeting for Sufferings was read and signed ; and af
ter weighty deliberation a committee was appointed to prepare a certi
ficate on behalf of our dear friends Duniel und Charles Wheeler, ad
dresse<l to Friends in Great Britain, declaratory of the unity of 
Friends here with their services : another committee was also ap
pointed to prepare one on behalf of uco. W. Walker and myself. 
The general advices were read, and much weighty counsel was com
municated. A precious sense of divine inliuem:e pervaded the 
meeting. 
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11 th 10th mo. The concluding 11itting of the Yearly Meeting was a 
time of favour. After recording the following minute, it was conduded 
to hold the next annual meeting in Hobarton in the I ith mo. 
11188, should nothing occur to prevent. " We believe it right to 
place on record before we separate, that through the gracious ex
tension of Divine regard towards us, we have been made sensible 
of feelings of quietness and peace resting upon us, during the se
veral sittings of this meeting; under which we have been enabled 
to conduct the business, which has come before us in brotherly love, 
to our edification and comforr, and under n renewed feeling thereof 
we now conclude." 

I ~th 10th mo. The week-day meeting was pretty well attended. 
Daniel Wheeler was engaged in a lively testimony to the mercy of 
God in Christ Jesus, and to the practical nature and spirituality of 
the Gospel. Some of us attended a district Temperance Meeting 
in the evening, in the Court of Requests' Room, Major Ryan in the 
chair. It was a satisfucrory and rather interesting meeting: the sub• 
ject being treated with weight, and much good, plain common sense 
used in pointing out its importance. 

• 
I 7th 10th mo. We took tea with several of our friends at Ro-

bert Mather's, and spent the evening pleasantly. At their evening 
reading ,ve were favoured with a sense of the Divine presence. We 
were also favoured in like manner last evening. Great are the mer
cies of the Lord toward us, how little soever the world may regard 
IIS, 

18th 10th mo. I wrote an admonitory letter to H. T. James 
Allen, lately the Surgeon of the Establishment for the Blacks on 
Flinder's Island took tea with us: he gives an interesting account 
of the progress of civilization among the natives; but says, that the 
mortality continues to be great among them. Four have died 
since he was here three months ago: he thinks the change in their 
habits has somethi11g to do with this circumstance, and that a resi
dence in an open and somewhat exposed situation, after having 
grown up in the recesses of the forest is uncongenial to them ; and 
that their remaining very constantly on the settlement, ( which they 
are encouraged to do, in order to promote more rapidly their civili
zation,) instead of making frequent excursions for a few clays toge
ther into the Bush, also tends to deteriorate their health. It is 
however lo be observed that the average duration of their lives is 
much lielow that of Europeans, and that a large proportion of those 
who remain of the aboriginal inhabitants of Van Diemen's Land have 
ulready attained to this period ; and their increase continuing to l,e 
very small, it is likely a few years will terminate their race. 

20th I 0th mo. I wrote to David Hayes, the elderly man who 
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maintains himself by making coarse earthenware, near Launceston, 
and who is destitute of human learning, but there is reason to believe 
is a scholar in the school of Christ : a man named John Lawson, re
siding at the Cocked Hat-Hill, not far from David Hayes, and who 
has had communication with him, has written to Joseph B. Mather 
to obtain Friends' hooks, which he is desirous to purchase, profess
ing a deep interest in their principles. 

21st 10th mo. I wrote to Henry Reid, a merchant in Launceston, 
professing with the W esleyans, to endeavour to interest him re
specting obtaining a traffic with the Blacks on Flinder's Island in 
the gum or resin of the Southern grass-tree, which abounds on the 
high, arid granitic plains of that island, and seems to answer for 
making sealing-wax and Frenc:h-polish. The weather has become 
warm and the snow nearly disappeared from the top of Mount Wel
lington. M nch rain fell to-day with a heavy. storm of thunder. The 
wattles are in blossom by the sides of the ravines, half-way up the 
mountain ; where their golden hue renders them very distinguish
able among the sombre forest : peas, asparagus and gooseberries 
for tarts, are in the market, and broom, laburnum, German iris, 
,toc:k, wall6ower, anemone, ranunculus, and polyanthus are in flower 
in rhe gardens. 

22nd 10th mo. First-day. The forenoon meeting was a solemn 
season. The afternoon meeting was held in silence ; after it I had 
some satisfactory conversation with T. P., who continues un
der a deep exercise of mind. By the arrival of the Sovereign ac
counts of the decease of the king have been received: his reign has 
been marked by many important events, among which a more enlarged 
recognition of right principles demands our gratitude to the Most 
High. By the same vessel Daniel Wheeler received letters from 
our dear friends Richard Cockin and John Kitching, giving some 
deeply intere!lting information respecting the Yearly Meeting, and 
the latter enclosing a Yearly Meeting's Epistle; which in a com-
pany of friends at Hobert Mather'swas this evening read, at only 

one hundred an<l forty-two days from the conc:lusion of that meet
ing, but at a distance of about sixteen thousand miles! 

23rd l 0th mo. \Ve breakfasted with Thomas and Sarah Crouch, 
who have removed into M urray-streer, and were favoured at their 
table to feel the power of God uniting us in the fellowship of rhe 
gospel of his Son; nothing beyond the reading of the Scriptures of 
vocal service occurred, except in the way of conversation. In the 
course of the day I attended to some writing, ancl packed one of 
our cases of books. We took tea with A. C. and Susan Flower, 
with whom we had some conversation of an edifying tendency, and 
a religious opportunity in connexion with their evening Scripture 
reading 
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25th 10th mo, We were brought into great exercise of mind, in 
consequence of an offer from Capt. Haigh to convey us by the Ade
laide to Swan-river and the Mauritius, if he could secure cargo back. 
Two ways thus seeming to present, I went to the counting-house of 
Capt. Haigh, with my mind turned to the Lord, to whom I prayed 
in secret, feeling the importance of making a right selection in such 
a case. After waiting a short time Capt. Haigh returned into his 
counting-house, and told me, he was sorry he coulJ not make any 
arrangement for a cargo from the Mauritius, and therefore he mu3t 
decline sending his vessel thither. Thus were we mercifully re
lieved from perplexity on this subject, and my heart was lifted up 
in thanksgiving to the Most High. I afterwards went on board 
the Endora, and finally arranged for a passage to King George's 
Sound. In the course of the day we packed a quantity of oatmeal 
from the stores of the Henry Frecling; from which we have also 
been supplied with several other articles. 

26th 10th mo. The week-day meeting was well attended. It was 
held in silence, but was nevertheless accompanied by some sense of 
Divine overshadowing. As we returned from it, the procession for 
proclaiming the Queen rightful oc1·upant of the throne of Great 
Britain, was returning toward the Government-house from the top 
of Elizabeth-street, at both of which stations the proclamation bad 
been read. 

28th 10th mo. In company with Daniel and Charles Wheeler, 
we dined at Government-house. Dr. Foreman, lately arrived in 
charge of female prisoners, was also of the company. He seems to 
be an intelligent man, and a strict disciplinarian. In three instances, 
during the voyage, ·he was obliged to gag women for persisting in 
violent abusive language; one of them, who had pre,iously shown a 
disposition to be very unruly, after suffering this punishment for a 
short time, and subsequently a few hours' solitary confinement, be
came so orderly as to give no further trouble during the remainder 
of the voyage. The doctor speak~ in terms of warm approbation of 
the labours of the " Ladies' Committee," and of the beneficial eflect 
of the supply of work given to the female prisoners at the com
mencement of the voyage. 

29th 10th mo. (First-day.) The meeting in the forenoon was a 
season of Divine favour, in which there was much openneS!; for gos
pel labour. The Epistle of the Yearly Meeting, held in London in 
the present year, was read at the conclusion by George W. Walker. 
Thirty-eight persons were present, including children. Lady Frank
lin, and Capt. and Mary Maconochie were among the congregation. 
The afternoon meeting was attended by thirty-seven persons: among 
them were the widow Jennings and one of her daughters, and her 
niece, Gellibrand : it was rather a low selll!on. Henry Propsting 
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and James Dore breakfasted with us; the latter gave u1 some 
striking partirulars of hi11 past life : he said, the first time he took 
spirit~, a little was given him in a small vial when going a abort 
voyage, which he was chnrged to drink lest he should take cold! 
His father was a man who endcavoureJ carefully to inculcate 
honest principles into his children, both by example and precept, 
and who used to ejaculate on leaving his house, " The Lord 
preserve my going out and my coming in, from henceforth and 
for evermore," in a low tone of ,oice; but he was a drunkard, 
and Jomes was sometimes sent to the public-house to hring him 
~ome: and on such occasions his father often gave him a little sup 
•~ tlie bottom of the glass, and was amused at the wry-faces that 
has son made on drinking it. When tire boy became able to <lrink a 
~hole glass-full, his father expresseJ great pleasure; little anticipat
ing that he was training his son, not only to drunkenness, but through 
drunkenness to dishonesty; and at length he became both a drunkard 
and a thief; 1111d was transported for a robbery. He was now a 
prisoner in bondage in a foreign land ; but years rolled on, and the 
term of his transportation expired, and he regained his freedom, but 
not from bondage to habitual drunkenness, this to him was more 
po1rerful than the laws of his country. He many times sold his shirt 
oft' his back for drink, ond, to use his own expression, also parted 
with his flesh off his back for it, for he was several times, while a 
prisoner, flogged for being drunk: but, as soon as he was loosed 
from the triangles, he hurried on his clothes, with his back bleeding, 
lo the first place where drink was sold and drunk again ! Often the 
declaration, "Drunkards shall not inherit eternal life," came awfully 
before his mind : he was alarmed, misentble, and ashamed of him
self, 11nd he cried to God for deli\·erance. He joined the temper
ance society, resolved he would leave off the use of spirits, and 
drink only a little wine or beer, but these kept alive his depraveJ 
appetite: he began to attend the Methodist nwcting, hoping thereby 
tu gain strength, but in a few weeks he was again overcome by his 
old enemy, and being ashamed to be met in that condition, he left 
the road and lost himself in the bush, where he remained 1111 night. 
Still in the anguish of his soul he cried 11010 the Lord for deliver
ance, and in this state he attended a meeting at the Back River, 
•here his attention was directed to the teaching of the Holy Spirit 
as a witness against sin, revealed in the secret of the heart, leading 
to repentance nnd to the bearing of the cross, and giving mankind a 
~nae of their weakness, in order that they might place their trust 
tn the Lord alone, and obtain strength from Him to perform his 
•ill, and receive remission of sins through Jesus Christ. These 
doctrines made a deep impression upon J. Dore, and he sought 
help under the conviction wrought upon his mind, to leave off the 
uae of all stimulating liquors, and keeping dependent upon Divine 
help, he forsook the use not only of spirits, but of wine· and beer. 
He has also been enabled to Jea,•e off smoking and--ehewing tobacco ; 

D1g1t,zed by Google 



80 

and, to enable him the sooner to pay his debt.~, he has left off also 
the use of tea and sugar. These privations cost him 3omething for 
a few weeks, but now the desire for such indulgence has left him, 
and he is in better health and spirits than before. Several persons, 
however, have brought liquor to him, and tried to persuade him, that 
as he had drank, chewed, and smoked so long, he would certainly 
die from leaving off these practices. The poor man is now working 
for 10s. per week as a builder, and is in a very humble, thankful 
state of mind: he walks eight miles into town to meeting, and is 
likely to stand his ground so long as he continues in humility and 
watchfulness. 

2nd' 11th mo. T. P. informed ns, that Joseph Hone, the chair
man of the Court of Reque,;its, had declined accepting his affirma
tion as of a person of the persuasion of the people called Quakers. 
Judge Montagn also persists in the opinion, that it cannot be taken. 
W. Sorrell, the Registrar of the Supreme Court, thinks they fire 
wrong, and accepts T. Pierce's affirmation. 

Srd 11 th mo. The firing of a gun from the Endora, at an early 
hour this morning, made us anticipate an earlier departure than we 
had looked for ; and .soon after our kind friend Capt. Maconochie, 
brought us a letter of introduction to Capt. LonsdalE', the police 
magistrate at Port Philip, and several from Sir John Franklin to the 
Governors of the Southern and Western Colonies of Australia, and 
other persons of influence. We afterwards called on the Lieutenant
governor to take leave of him, and to acknowledge our obligations to 
himself and Lady Franklin for their various acts of kindness towards 
us. After tRking leave of Major Ryan, who hai. also shown us much 
kindness, and several others of our friends, settling our bank-ac
count, and various other matters, Daniel Wheeler went with me to 
the ship. All on board was bustle, as is usual at such times; and 
we soon parted from our friends, and had scarcely arranged 
our cabin, before we were well on our way toward the mouth of the 
Derwent. After watching for a short time the receding of the places 
of our deep interest from our view, we retired to rest, exhausted by 
fatigue, and overpowered with nausea from the motion of the vessel. 

END OF PART IV. 

Han·ey 11.nd Darto11, l'rinftn, firac-cc-hurd, l;trt'tt-
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EXTRACTS 
FROM THE LETTERS, &c. 

Jame, Baclchouse and George Washington Walker leave Va,i 
Dieme11'1 Land, and proceed to Port Philip. 

6th l ltb mo. 1837, Somewhat recovered from our sickness, as are 
also several others of the C'abin-passengers, who are, with ourselves, 
eight in number. We passed large flocks of mutton-birds, both on 
the wing and on the water: sometimes the ship was close upon 
them, and they were diving in a manner that looked like flying two 
or three feet below the surface of the water in all directions: being 
unable to rise with ease from the surface on account of the length of 
their wings, this was their mode of escape, and when the vessel had 
passed, they fluttered alon,q the surface for a C'onsiderable distance, 
and at length arose into the air. Some of the flocks appeared to be 
fishing. In the course of the day we made the entrnnce of Banks', 
Strait. 

7th 11th mo. Was beautifully fine ; the water smooth, with a 
brisk and favourable breeze. The islands of the Fourneaux group, 
some of which we passed within a short distance, looked interesting, 
and reminded us of many incidents connected with our former 
voyages among them. The Blossom and the John Pierce, which 
sailed from Hobarton a few days before us, were just making way 
from the anchorage under Preservation Island, with a press of 
canvas that rendered them beautiful objects. George Martin, the 
master of the John Pierce, came on board to dine, and we learned 
from him, that they had taken refuge from a gale, from which they 
had suffered much. About noon we passed to the southward of the 
Pyramid. The breeze freshened toward the evening, which, like 
the others since we sailed, was very fine and moonlight. 

8th 11 th mo. Was very foggy : we pa!sed Curtis's Islands, leav
ing them a few miles to the north, and sighted the Rodonda Rock, in 
the same direction. The evening became clear, and the breeze 
freshened, so that we made eight and a half knots per hour. 

!)th 11th mo. We passed Cape Schauck, and while going at about 
four knots an hour, many barracootas were taken from the stern by 
large hooks baited with pieces of red rag, or of tJieir own gills ; 
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they are a fine large fish, resembling pike in form, but of a bluish 
■ilver colour, and having long, slender bones; the texture of their 
flesh is like that of mackerel, but tougher. Toward noon we passed 
the Domain, a little schooner from Launce1ton, and soon after en
tered Port Philip, having just sufficient breeze to carry us in 
against the nearly 1pent ebb-tide. The day being too far advanced 
to allow the barque to work up to the mouth of the Yarrayarra 
river, we dropped anchor under Point Nepean, where the rabin-pas
sengers and two others immediately went on shore. The rocks here 
appear to be calcareous sandstone, rising into low hills, covered 
wilh kangaroo-grass, trees, and shrubs, and the beach is sandy, with 
shell~. I picked up a zigzag volute, and a paper-nautilus, and 
another person found two more of the latter, in some degree muti
lated. Casuarina quadrivalvis, Banksia Australia, and other Van 
.Diemen's Land trees grow here, and a New South Wales eucalyp
tus, and several shrubs and plants that are found on Flinder's laland, 
also a shrub belonging to croton, and two goodenias, that I bad 
not noticed before. We bathed in shallow water to avoid shark,, 
and got on board again, after being wet by a heavy thunder-storm. 

10th 11th mo. We made a good passage to the nnchorage of 
Gellibrand's Point, at the north-east angle of Port Philip, distant 
about thirty miles from where we had anchored last night. We came 
up by the eastern channel, and though it is not yet marked by 
buoys, only once touched on the end of a sand-bank, when the 
vessel was in stays, and she immediately worked off again. The 
Domain, drawing only about eight feet, took the western channel, 
and got up before u1 : she went up the river to Melbourne, eight 
miles from Gellibrand's Point, where large vessels are obliged to 
bring up; and on which a township, called William's Town, is laid 
out, and on which a few houses are erected ; but it is badly supplied 
with water. An officer, named Mac Namara, connected with the 
customs, boarded us, and took our mail on shore ; he gratefully ac
cepted a few tracts, intimating, that there was much need for the 
attention of the people here to be stirred up to the importance of 
temperance and religion ; both being greatly neglected. Our captain 
went up to Melbourne with this individual and Henry Ruceur, a young 
man engaged in a mercantile business in the place : but the hour 
being very late, we preferred remaining on board. The day bas 
been very warm, the thermometer on ship-board 80°: we after
wards learned that it had stood at 107° on shore during this 
and the three previous days, yet several of those following were 
very cool. Port Philip may be called a small inland sea; the land 
is not visible across it except where elevated. In the course of our 
day's sail we were close in shore below Arthur's Seat, a considerable 
range of hills on the east side, which are grassy, with trees thinly 
scattered upon them : <'hiefly the spherical-headed caswarina quad-
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rivalvis of Van Diemeo's Land, called the ahe-oak, which l have 
only seen in one other place in New South Wales, viz. on Mount 
Arthur, Wellington Valley, where it grew sparingly, and was very 
small ; here it is vigorous and abundant. 

11 th 11 th mo. We went on shore along with some of our ship
matea. On arriving on the beach, we proceeded a considerable dis
tance in a southerly direction, to a place where a rude red flag marked 
the turning into the bush; a defective track over 1ome grassy, 
open forest and a salt-marsh, in about two miles brought us to the 
bank of the Yarrayarra, a fresh-water river, on which the new town 
of Melbourne is situated: here a voluntary ferryman, who makes 
no charge but accepts what you please to give him, finding this the 
way, under present circumstances, to get best paid, crossed us in hia 
boat. and immediately we were recognized by our old acquaintance, 
George Langhorne, the missionary to the blacks, who was just start
ing in his boat for the missionary-station, managed by four native 
boys, and Thomas Watson, a man who knew us at Launceston. 
where on our first visit he became a proselyte to the temperance 
cauae. G. Langhorne gave us a pressing invitation to join them, which 
we accepted, taking a hasty leave of our shipmates in the C1lbin of 
the EndorL The missionary institution is about two miles from 
Melbourne, up the Yarrayarra, a deep, slow, fresh-water river. 
about sixty feet wide, bordered by trees and shrubs, and with grassy, 
open forest banks, in several places rising into low hills. G. Lang
horne hu lately been married to Mary, daughter of Robert Cart
wright, (a valuable man, noticed formerly as a colonial chaplain at 
Liverpool. and more recently at Sydney,) and who is likely to prove 
a true help-meet to her husband in his labours to civilize the blacks. 
and to introduce Christianity among them. After dining with this 
worthy pair, we proceeded up the river (which is a very meander
ing one) about four miles further in a boat. accompanied by G. 
L ud a young man whom we knew at Sydney, and who is em
ployed as an assistant at the misaionMy institution, and by some of 
the black boys.; to the dwelling of John and Mary Gardiner; who 
have here erected a comfortable house for a newly settled country: 
here we also met a Government Surveyor, who kept much with ua 
during our 1tay, and we consented to remain all night. In the even
ing. M. G. assembled all their servants. among whom ia an efficient 
one, a black from the Merrumbidgee; and after reading a portion 
of Scripture, 1 extended some religious counsel to them. 

l!th 11th mo. (First-day.) In the forenoon we had some reli
gious service in the family of J. G. Except a married man and 
bia wife, and another female, the servants, though generally in
vited, were too idle and indifferent about spiritual things, to be at 
the trouble of getting themselves ready to meet with us by eleven 
o•clock: this kind of negligence is said to be generally prevalent 
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among them. After an early dinner we went to the m1ss1onary 
institution, where a meeting was appointed at three o'clock; which 
was attended by the family, native-boys, and a few persons from 
Melbourne; among whom was a settler, named Ja mes Smith, who, 
in the absence of a clergyman, reads the Church of England ser
vice in the school-house at Melbourne, on First-days. After meet
ing, he kindly offered us the use of the school-house on any other 
days but First-day, on which the Episcopal prayers are read morn
ing and evening, and a school is held in the afternoon. This 
offer we gladly accepted, and fixed to hold a meeting with such 
of the inhabitants as might be willing to assemble with us for reli
gious purposes to-morrow evening. Notwithstanding an uncomfort
able sense of mental torpor, the result of the voyage, 1 was strength
ened this afternoon to direct the attention of the company to the 
immediute teaching of the Divine Spirit, the promise of the Father 
fulfilled through the mediation of his beloved Son, and to the bless
ings of the gospel, which are to be derived from submission to this 
Holy Teacher. We returned in the evening with John Gardiner, 
and were present at their family reading or the Scripture!<, when the 
servants also assembled and when again we laboured to turn their 
attention to things of eternal importance: but great is the reluctance 
of man to live in the service of his Maker. To think of the multi
tudes who live without hope, and without God in the world, who, 
nevertheless, arc within reach of the knowledge of the gospel, and 
who are willingly, if not \~ilfully ignorant, is truly awful ! 

18th 11th mo. J. Gardiner conveyed us to Melbourne in his 
boat. The river is fringed with shrubs and trees the whole way, 
and enlivened by the constant tinkling chirp of the bell-bird ; the 
shrill whistle, terminated by a jerking sound, something like the 
crack of the whip of a coachman, is also occasionally heard here; 
nnd we noticed the nonkin-bird, a small species of heron, cinuamon
coloured on the back, sulphur on the breast, and with a lung white 
feather in it.ci head. At Melbourne we met several of our acquaint. 
ance from other parts of New South Wales and from Van Diemen's 
Land, who have removed hither from various motives; many from 
an unsettled disposition, others from dissipated habits, and others 
from greediness of gain; yet among the multitude are to be found a 
few decent. people; and a few professing with the Wesleyans, and 
having some regard for reli~ion, chiefly in the station of servants. 
The town, though scarcely more than fifteen months old, consists of a 
considerable number of weather-board houses, several rude huts, and 
a few tents ; and there is much bustle with building and traffic, and a 
gang of prisoners arc employed in levelling the streets. We went on 
board the Endora by water for some tracts, nnd returned after a 
hasty dinner; took tea with a family of Wesleyans, of the name of 
Lilly, of whom we had some knowledge when they resided in Syd
ney, and subsequently in Launceston. James Smith ancl his family 
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uccompnnie<l us to the meeting, which was attended Liy al.iout forty 
persons, among whom we were enauled to labour faithfully, though 
under a deep sense of our own weakness; and our Gracious Master 
was pleased to grant a more powerful sense of his presence than I 
had ventured to hope for ; under which, 1 doubt uot, some hearts 
were bowed before Him, to his own praise and glory, to whom ell 
glory belonget.h, and to whom for ever let it be ascribed. 

l 4t.h 11 th mo. We lodged last night nt. the missionary institution, 
which is on a reserve of 800 acre3, for the use of the blacks. This 
though but a small extent of land for a pastoral country, was 
thought to be enough so near the town, where land is likely to be
<·ome of consideraule value, much of it being desirable as sites for 
houses of opulent settlets, and also for cultivation. Eighty-thousand 
acres of ground, chiefly of this description, have already been sur
veyed, and are likely soon to be put up for sale by the Government, in 
sections of from fitiy to one hundred acres each, or chiefly of these 
dimensions. Larger tracts will probably be sold also before long: 
but from the fineness of the country, and the mania for settling 
here, the town-allotments of Melbourne, (the minimum price of which 
was fixed at 5). the half-acre by the Government, 71, being thought 
by the surveyor too much,) sold for from 251. to 1001. each! 

Some of the great stock and sheep-holders say, that taking into ac
count the <lisquietudes arising from the greater untowardness of ser
vants, and other drawl.iacks, they do not think their removal from 
other parts of New South Wales and from Van Diemen's Land, 
has in the aggregate been advantageous; yet from the fineness and 
extent of the pasturage, some of them have no douut increased 
their property : and the god of this world seems to have a lament
ably strong dominion in the place. The buildings of the missionary 
in!!titution, which I have already said are about two miles from the 
town, are merely temporary ones, of mud and plaster, with thatched 
roofs ; and are not yet sufficiently extensive to accommodate the 
family, and twelve nati\·e boys, who are alrendy under tuition in 
English. The design is to educate them in English, and to teach 
them useful occupations, and let them mix themselves with the 
European population; with whom it is hoped, by these means, to 
put them upon a level. The parents of the children come to sec 
them at pleasure, and, when they wish it, take them out to hunt ; 
Lut this the children do not seem much inclined for, preferring to 
be fed on easier terms at the institution. The parents are not en
couraged to make long visits, being furnished with but a few meals 
gratuitously, and if they choose lo make longer stops, having to do 
a certain rate of work for their victuals, viz. at the rate of two 
hours' work for eight ounces of meat and twelve ounces of flour. 
They are chiefly employed in cutting wood and drawing water ; 
clothing, (chiefly canvas frocks) is furnished them gratuitously. 
At another station, about twenty miles distant, under .a young man, 
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named De Villier■, the adult males, of about sixteen families, are 
marshalled as an armed police, and clad accordingly. These efforts of 
the Government to do something for the people whose country they 
are usurping, are.gratifying when compared with the all but total ntg• 
lect with which they have hitherto been treated in other parts of 
this colony ; although they do not, in many respects, meet our 
views of what is due to them. The attempted treaty of the com
pany, who made a kind of purchase of some of the chiefs, who, it 
is probable, had no power from their own tribes to sell, and cer
tainly none from other tribes, with some of whom they are opealy 
hostile, fell entirely through, when the Government claimed pos, 
session of the territory. With the views at present entertained, it 
seems highly desirable that they should have an another institutiou, 
perhaps at Geelong, a settlement on the west side of Port Philip, 
for the girls; And there can be no doubt but if properly managed, 
the training of the children of hostile tribes in the same institutions 
by white people, would be likely to form a bond of union bene6cial 
to all parties. 

Toward evening, accompanied in one of the boats of the inatito
tion by G. and M. Langhorne, Thomas Watson, whose wife is 
also an assistant in the mission, and J. T. Smith, we proc:etded 
to the town, which already consists of about one hundred houses, 
to be present at a meeting for the organization of a temperance 
society, auxiliary to the one in Sydney. This we attended, lifter 
taking tea with James and Mary Smith, and several others: 1 was 
requested to tRke the chair, to which I acceded. The meeting 
was pretty fully attended, and the various motions carried with• 
out opposition : a Port Philip auxiliary temperance society ft5 
organized; huing, with those who signed the declaration to-night 
and previously, thirty members. George Langhorne wu ap
pointed secretary; John Gardiner, president; George E.tgle, trs• 
surer, and a committee of six: others. After the meeting we re
turned with our missionary friends to the institution. 

15th I Ith mo. We returned to Melbourne, and made some ea& 
upon persons we had known in Van Diemen's Land, and among thes 
on John Batman, who has long been an invalid. Though much im
mersed in the world, John Batman has long taken considerable in
terest respecting the aborigines of these colonies; and he now Im 
several from the vicinity of Sydney ; and a woman and two boys, 
natives of Van Diemen's Land, in his employment: he finds I.hem 
useful servants, and not disposed to indulge their wandering habits, 
when removed from their native haunts. Perbapa this may, in 
some measure, arise from (ear of the tribes by which they are sur
rounded. John Batman showed us the skull of a native, foWld 11111' 
Gellibrand's Point, in this neighbourhood, which was perforated 
with slugs on one side, and had some of the lead lodged in UJe boot, 
evidently proving that the individual to whom it had belonged had been 
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shot ; but though from its appearance, when picked up, the murder
ous dt"ed did not appear to have been perpetrated above six months, 
yet he said no inquiry had been instituted as to how the party had 
come by his death. J. B.'s opinion is, that J. T. Gellibrand and 
Hesse {of whose death he thinks he has ol,tained some clue) had 
been killed by the natives of a distant tribe, in retaliation for the 
death of some of their own people by Europeans. 

The nuo1ber of blacks in the vicinity of Port Philip, including its 
whole circuit with Western Port, i11 estimated at from three hundred 
to five hundred. They are said to be more healthy than those of 
many other parts of New South \Vales, and few of the women have 
not children, though their families are far from large: these circum
stances are attributed to the consumption of a much larger propor
tion of roots than are eaten by their country people in many other 
parts and probably to their having had less intercourse with Eu
ropeans. 

The plants which yield them sustenanre are chicAy podolcpis acumi
nata, which is about one foot high, an<l has Aowcrs in some de~ 
gree resembling sweet-sultan, but of a deeper yellow: it abounds in 
rich soils, especially about the margin of salt-marshes, nn<l has a 
thil'kened root, compared by some to a potatoc. The other is gene
rally diffused in grassy lands, nnd resembles a dandelion; but has 
very narrow leaves, and a nodding bu<l: it has a root resembling 
srorzonera, to which it is allied. These are cooked by heating 
$tones in the fire, then covering them with grass, laying the roots 
upon this; then a covering of grass upon the roots, and lastly one 
of earth over the whole. When roasted, the last e11pecially are said 
to be sweet, and are very delicious. Kangaroos, emus, and other 
bird.,, and opassums are also generally eaten by the blacks, and are 
abundant, though the emus are fast retiring befor.e the white popu
lation, and their flocks and herds. The large bird of the crane 
kind, colonially called the native-companion, and the bustard, deno
minated wild turkey, are also plentiful; and there are yellow-tailed 
and red-tailed black cockatoos, round-headed white cockatoos, par
rota of various kinds, pelicans, black swans, ducks of various kinds, 
(one large species has a white patch upon the wing,) whitehawks,greater 
laughing jackasses, kingfishers, quails, and various other birds, not 
to omit the piping-crow, with its cheerful note, and the black 
ruogpie. 

In the course of the day we walked about three miles on the 
ll'ay towards Gcelong, a district where there are several settlers, 
among whom is our friend David StCRd; but which we had not op
portunity to visit. The country, ns far a11 the eye can reach, has the 
appearance of a continued series of parks, even to the ascent of dis
tant hills, being in many places clear of trees, and the grass is very 
verdant, and pretty thick for a country which has not been sub
jected to the fostering hand of man. The Aocl:s and herds seem in 
the full enjoyment of life and are v<'ry fat. The only formidable 
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enemies they have to contend with are wild dogs, which are nume
rous, nnd are destructive among the sheep and calves. Among the 
vegetable productions which mark this as an Australian settlement, 
and at once distinguish it from Van Diemen's Land, are the parasites 
of the genus loranthus, (allied to misletoe, but having handsome 
flowers,) of which there are here several species upon the cnsuarina, 
eucalypti, accacia, &c.; and in the animal creation the tinkling Yoice 
of the bell-bird is scarcely less striking and distinctive. We dined 
with Cap. Lonsdnle, to whom we had a letter of introduction from 
Capt. Maconochie, and who is police-magistrate, and commanding
officer of the troops stationed here. Our old Rcq11aintance, Foster 
Fyans, (formerly Commandant of Moreton Bay,) has abandoned bia 
military profession, and is now police-magistrate at Geelong, about 
fifty miles from Melbourne. We had some conversation with Capt. 
Lonsdale on the importance of inquests being held on the bodies of 
blacks who may come by violent or doubtful deaths, and of inquiry 
being made in cases of reported injury: this he assured us had in 
some measure been attended to, particularly in one case where se
veral persons had been said to have been killed, but which proved 
a false report. Aurora Australis was beautiful: yellowish columllll 
in diffuse pale crimson ground. 

16th 11th mo. I walked from the m1ss10nary institution to the 
beach, a few miles through the bush, and spent much of the day in 
fruitless efforts to obtain attention from the Endora, which was at 
anchor about two miles from the shore. The signal agreed upoo 
was two fires; but the strong wind carried the smoke so close by 
the ground that I concluded it could not be seen. I therefore 
joined G. W. Walker at Melbourne, where we put a few books and 
tracts into circulation, and after dining with John Batman, returned 
to the beach, but with no better success ; we therefore abandoned 
our object at sun-set, nnd went back to J. B. 's. He presented us with 
some oval baskets, of neat and strong construction, the manufacture 
of the blacks of this district: they differ in some respects from any 
we have seen in other parts of the colony, being stronger and better 
calculated for general nse : some of them are like reticules, others 
like fishing-crails, and others of larger dimensions. The blacks often 
bring in the splendid tails of the Australian pheasant, which arc said 
to abound among the hills. The journey over land from Sydney to 
Port Philip is about seven hundred miles : it has been performed in 
about six weeks. J. Gardiner brought stock and a cart across; and 
two persons have since come in a gig. Much of the country is said 
to be inhospitable, and there are several rivers to cross ; fur this pur• 
poi<e J. Gardiner's cart-body wns made to take off the axle; and by 
enclosing it in a tarpauling, it formed a punt or ferry-boat. Busi• 
ness nt Port Philip is conducted on n very <lisagreeable antl unsouod 
plnn. Almost every thing, even including labour, is paid for by 
orders on Sydney, or Van Dicmen's Lnnd, the discount re<1'1ired hy 
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the few persons who have ca<1h is from 201. to 401. per cent! A me
chanic receives half his wages in goods, charged at about 30 per 
cent. profit, and the rest in an order, 011 which he pays his em
ployer JO per cent. discount for cash ! 

lith !Ith mo. I addressed•a letter to David Stead, which J. 
Simpson kindly undertook to forward; a1,d having engaged four 
soldiers to row us to the Endora in a boat, with which we were 
obligingly supplied by John Batman, and in which Capt. Addison 
joined us, we proceeded down the river, which is fresh fer some dis
tance below the town, and continues fringed with shrubs, or skirted 
by swamps of tea-tree, (in this instance, a filiform-lcavcd mclalcuca, 
with a straight trunk, thirty feet high, growing thick upon the ground, 
and varying in stoutness from the handle of a boat-hook to that of 
a fencing-post,) which are cut in many places for posts and rails. 
Above tlie town there is a rapid that can only be passed by boats. 
A number of parcels of books and tracts for different parties in and 
about Melbourne were returned by the boat, to the charge of William 
Willoughby, a hopeful young man, who has charge of J. B.'s stores. 
The sea-breeze setting in, we remained at anchor during the day. 

18th 11 th mo. We made sail early this morning, and cleared 
Gellibrand's Point before the sea-breeze set in, which obliged some 
of the smaller vessels to put back again. \Ve are now the only 
passengers in the cabin : there arc still thirteen in the steerage for 
Port Adelaide. We have been able to proc~cd with our writing 
lince returning on board. The anchor was dropped this evening in 
a bay, a little northward of Arthur's Scat. 

19th 11th mo. (First-day.) We beat out of Port Philip from 
011r anchorage, and were favoured to avoid running aground on the 
shoals, an accident of very frequent occurrence, the channel being 
circuitous, and not yet marked by buoys. When opposite Point 
Nepean we saw a wild dog upon the beach ; he was of large size, 
brownish colour, had a bushy tail, and was of very wolfish aspect. 
These animals are numerous in this district, and very destructive 
among the flocks, which already are computed co~siderably to 
exceed 200,000 sheep; although the district has been so short a 
time occupied. The entrance of Port Philip is but narrow, about 
three quarters of a mile wide, and the tide runs at from five to six 
knots an hour: on our first attempt to pass out, it was too strong 
for us, and we had to put back. 'When at length we succeeded, the 
wind outside was adverse, so that we had to heat off the land. The 
constant bustle that prevailed from fn:quently putting the ship about 
would have precluded the assembling of the ship's company, had 
l~ey been disposed to meet for religious purposes. We spent some 
lime individually, in our separate cabins, in reading and retiremclll. 
Since the Port Philip passengers left, we have each a cabin \o our· 
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selves, as well as the use of a commodious and comfortable common 
cabin, used also by the cnptain and two mates. 

flst 11th mo. Still beating to windward. The sea having got 
up, caused some return of sickness. Several barracoota were taken 
in the course of the day by means of baits of red rag, or of their 
own gills: they had in their stomach a small kind of shrimp. Toward 
evening we made King's Island, and tacked when about nine mile::+ 
from its north-east coast. It is low, and in some pieces the sand 
rises far up from the beach. It seems chiefly to be covered with 
thick shrub, among which trees are also visible. 

2~d I Ith mo. The wind still from the north-west. We made 
Cape Otway again in the morning, near its cast side, where the land 
is high. and woody, with deep ravines. 

23rd 11th mo. The wind becoming more favourable, we got to 
the westward of Cape Otway, and in the afternoon made a little 
progress nearly upon our course. The whaling season, which has 
been a very favourable one, is now over ; and the vessels are busy 
bringing in the oil. A large whale and an albatross passed us. 

24th 11th mo. A favourable breeze carried us successively past 
Portland Bay, to the cast of which there are some flat-topped 
roundish hills ; the table head-land of Cape Bridgwater, and the 

· low extended hills of Cape Northumberland, as well as several other 
points of the coast. Part of Cape Northumberland is reddish, and 
from our distance (three to five miles) it appeared to be stratified 
horizontally. On another part, the sand continued up from the 
beach to the level of the country ; which is not greatly elevated 
above the sea, and has the appearance of being grassy, or covered 
with low scrub, with here nnd there a few scattered trees. 

25th 11 th mo. The wind continued fair. W c passed a long 
series 0£ coast of low and sand hills, resembling in many places that 
of some parts of the eastern coast of England. A considerable 
number of barrncootas were taken. Birds were numerous, especially 
t.crns and mutton-birds. . 

26th 11 th mo. First-day was very unsettled from the change
ableness of the wind. There was lightning at intervals toward even
ing. As we passed the Pages, two little islands near the entram.-e 
into Vincent's Gulf, by the Backstairs Passage, we observed on the 
nearest vast numbers of sea-fowl, and some seals of a yellowish colour, 
with black muzzles. Circumstances did not favour either sitting down 
together to wait upon the Lord, or assembling the people ; but a 
few tracts were circulated among them, and G. W. Walker aud my
self each spent some time in retirement and in reading. 
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~7th 11th mo. Was showery: in the evening the rain was 
heavy with thunder; the wind was favourable but unsteady. We 
reached the anchorage in Holdfast Bay, which has a sandy beach 
exposed to the south. Our captain went on shore, not knowing the 
entrance into the harbour ; but as it was late and very wet we re
mained on board. 

Arrival at Adelaide. 

28th 11 th mo. The night proved very boisterous, and the vessel 
pitched violently. On the return of Capt. Addison with the port. 
officer, we concluded to go on shore with the bont that brought them 
eff, though at the charge of JI. each, and with no other prospect 
than that of getting wet, which was realized, by the tops of a few 
surfs splashing into the boat, as we passed rapidly through them by 
the aid of a small sail, which was only just sufficient to keep us be
me the sea. We landed in a small creek, at the place railed Glenelg, 
which is marked by a few rude huts, one of which appeared to be 
ued as a store for goods landed here. A light chaise-cart, engaged 
1,y the captain, was waiting for us, and it quickly conveyed us across 
a plain country, on which here and there were scattered eucalypti, an 
acacia, with broad sickle-shaped leues, and a banksia, to Ade
laide, the embryo capital of this new province of South Australia. 
We received a kind welcome from John Barton and Bridget Hack; 
the former of whom I knew when a very young man in Liver
pool, and the family connexions of the latter were among the kind 
friends of my early youth. They are dwelling in a wooden house 
that they brought out with them, in which they realize n much 
larger share of comfort than most of the settlers do in their small 
and rude rush or sod huts. The health of the former has been greatly 
improved by this fine climate; his brother, Stephen Hack, is at pre
aent in Sydney, having gooe thither to purchase stock. 

29th I Ith mo. Accompanied by J. B. Hack, we called on the 
Governor, Capt. John Hindmarsh, and on James H. Fisher, the Com
missioner for the sale of lands, &c., to both of whom we had letters 
of introduction from Sir John Franklin, and by whom we were 
courteously received. The former signified his willingness to assist 
in obtaining a place for us to hold a meeting in ; and in the evening 
we received a note from him to say, he had conferred with the Epis
copal clergyman, Charles B. Howard, who was quite williug we 
should occupy the place in which he preaches, which is a temporary 
square erection of planks, with a flat roof, raised and seated chiefly. 
by the ministei·'s own hands. We also called at the tent of T. Q; 
Stow, the independent minister, who was out: his wife received us 
kindly; she and the family were busily occupied in their frail tem
porary habitation, n long marquee, which was greatly agitated by the 
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strong gale of wind that continues blowing with increasing violence. 
We likewise spoke to Robert Cock, a prudent Scotchman; who is 
living with his wife and several children (of which he has six) under 
a sort of thatched roof, till he earns something to build a house: 
this indeed he has already effected, but it is occupied u a store and 
sale-room. We spoke likewise to several other settlers. They ge
nerally appear well satisfied in having emigrated, but disappointed in 
not being able more quickly Lo have their land apportioned to them, 
and disturbed by the want of harmony between the Governor and 
several of his original officers, and the Commissioner. Already they 
find the lisbiliLy to discord pervading small communities. 

30th 11 th mo. Finding the want of exercise, we walked from 
Adelaide, distant about seven miles, across two level plains of reddish 
loam, with a alight admixture of sand and calcareous matter, and 
covered with tufted grass, and small herbs ; among the latter a 
species of eryngium, a foot high, the leaves of which are eaten with 
avidity by cattle, and some of the smaller, yellow-flowered everlaat
ings hold conspicuous places. Near to Port Adelaide, where the 
land becomes saline, crimson mesembryanthcmums of three species 
abound, along with numerous maritime shrubs; and on a sand
bank separating the plain from the salt-marsh, which borders the 
creek or inlet that forms the harbour, there are trees of a species 
of callitris, (called here pines, and resembling cypress,) about forty 
feet high, the trunks of which are used for piles, casuarina qua<lri
valvis, and banksia Australis, &c. I also noticed on this bsnk an 
orobanche very like orobanche minor of England. There were several 
shrubs I had not before seen, which however it is not necessary for me to 
notice particularly here. At Port Adelaide there are two large stores, 
in the form of halves of horizontal cylinders of corrngated iron, and 
several smaller ones of rushes, &c. made into huts and some tents. 
Shipping to a small extent can come nearly up to this place, which 
is about seven miles from its entrance from the gulf: and by means 
of a cut of one hundred and eighty yards across a salt-marsh, boats 
can discharge cargoes dose to the stores. The John Pirie and the 
Abercrombie were lying in the creek, but in consequence •Of the vio
lence of the wind, the Endora has not been able to move, nor have 
any persons got on shore from her. The salt-marsh is covered with 
two species of salicornia, one of which is shrubby, two frankenias, 
one of which is bushy, about a foot high, and beaprinkled with rosy 
pink blossoms, the size of a silver penny. 

1st 12th mo. Before breakfast this morning, as well as yesterday, 
I walked along the borders of the Torrens, the river which supplies 
Adelaide with fresh water of excellent quality, which also they ob
tain from wells of from about forLy feet deep. The stream of the 
present season is about one foot in depth and four foet in width, and 
,here aie numerous pools of several fathoms deep in its course no\. 
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likely to lack water in the dryest sensons. In some places there are 
reedy flats below its banks, which arc of red loam, and are orna..c 
mented by a variety of shrubs and flowers. In the course of the 
day we had some conversation with Charles Mann, an intelligent 
philanthropic individual, who held a high official station in the pro
vince, which he has resigned in consequence of the contentious 
state of society here. We called on C. B. Howard, the Epis
copal clergyman, formerly curate at Boroughbridge, Yorkshire; 
be js an agreeable, and I think pious, young man, with a wife and 
young family; his youngest child is called after my aged and kind 
acquaintance, Barbara Isabella Lawson, of Boroughbridgc ; they are 
living in a snug wooden house, brought from England ready to put 
up, and he has the advantage of being industriously disposed, and 
able to use carpenter's tools advantageously. 

In the afternoon, accompanied by J. B. Hack and two of his 
sons, we took a walk of a few miles on the plain toward Mount 
Lofty, which is here and there intersected with gum-trees and a 
sickle-leaved acacia : it is several miles wide, and is said to ex
tend from Cape Jarvis to the bead of Vincent's Gulf: it is 
co,ered with grass of such thickness that in many places three 
tons of hay per acre might be DJOWn off it. The kangaroo-grass 
in many places wa:1 up to our elbows, and resembled two years' 
seed meadows in England in thickness. I have not seen any thing 
to equal it in this part of the world, except in some of the 
places that had not been browzed, about W cllington Valley, Seve
ral small groups of honest-looking English labourers were mowing 
here and there; but their work was only to be seen as little patches 
on coming upon them. Adelaide is laid out on both sides of the 
TOITens, and has an open space of park-land reserved in the midst ; it 
is divided into one thouf!and and forty acres, exclusive of the streets, 
which cross at right-angles, so as to give to every acre one side of street
frontage, and to about half of them two sides. The acres sold ori
ginally at from 81. to about 121. each, and they are now bringing from 
4-0l. to 651. each ! The population already amounts to about one 
thousand two hundred, but being scattered over so large an area 
they make but little show. Some of the emigrants are erecting 
comfortable dwellings of wood, stone, or terra-pisa, but many are 
living in rush-huts, which are exceedingly obnoxious to fire. The 
day was excessively hot, and every thing consequently very dry ; 
one of the huts caught fire, and was destroyed in a few minutes, 
(t,vo others were burnt during our short stay at Adelaide.) So 
many persons settling together on an open fertile country, and having 
generally brought good supplies with them from England, and a few 
who hod capital having imported cattle from Van Diemen's Land, 
they have suffere<l but a small shnre of the privations to which the 
early emigrants to New South Wales, Van Diemcn's Land, and Swan 
River were subjected. Provisions are however high ; fresh meat 
ls. per pound, bread 20d. the four pound loaf, but if made at home 
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it does not cost half that sum. Mechanics are obtaining lOs. a day 
wages in cash or notes of the bank of Australia, which issues 'ls., 
5s., 10s., aa well as larger notes, and receives small deposits at in• 
terest : but much of their earnings arc spent in strong drink, the 
evil consequences of which are already too apparent. There are 
some cases of drunken habits having been contracted at sea, not
withstanding the care that has been taken to prevent thi,., In one 
vessel in which no ration of spirits was allowed, some of the pu
scngers saved from their ration of biscuit and bartered it with the 
captain for spirits, which also, toward the conclusion of the voyagt, 
he exchanged with them for the wine they were allowed by agree
ment. 

The blacks here are very peaceable, and though much like 
those of other parts of Australia, most persons admit that the pie• 
tures they have seen of them in England are caricature likenesses, 
of much more forbidding aspect than the originals. I think Lhoie 
that I have seen here have not, however, quite such large mouths as 
some in other parts. Only one European has lost his life from 
them, and this was the result of his own profligacy : the man who 
destroyed him is awaiting his trial, as a prisoner at large in the day
time, with a party of marines, about nineteen of whom constitute 
the armed force of the province, and are said to be amongst its 
most disorderly inhabitants. At one time this black was imprisoned 
on board a ship, but was removed by the Governor, who reprimanded 
the parties that had the man in charge, but treated him like a wild 
beast, and this irritated him, and on one occasion headed him up in 
a cask. A protector of the blacks is appointed here, but hitheno 
little has been done for their amelioration : they obtain articles oi 
food or clothing, or receive payment in money, with which they buy 
bread, for turns of work done for the settlers ; but they have not 
yet any correct idea of the relative value of money and labour, 
which it ia important they should be instructed in. 

3rd 12th mo. (First-day.) I ~pent a little time after breakf'asc 
with R. Cock and his family in their rustic hut, and read a cbapllir 
in the New Testament with them. R. Cock acknowledged that 
they had not kept up the practice of daily reading in the HolJ 
Scriptures: he says, he has observed many instances of penoos 
that bore a religious character in their native land, who being 
broken off from their old connexions, and coming to stand more 
alone in this colony, have sustained, to all appearance, much Joss, 
either having departed from that to wJ1ich they had attained, or 
having formerly kept up the form of religion only from the ex
citement of the society by which they were surrounded. His 
intercourse has chiefly been with the Wesley.ms, and they, wi_tla 
their wonted zeal, have been the first to erect here a subsLanual 
place of worship of stone in the place; it is not, however, yet 
cov~red in. At eleven o'clock a meeting fvr worship assembled It 
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J. D. Hack's. The congregation consisted of Robert Cock and 
four of his children, and J.B. and B. H. and four of theirs, George 
W. Walker and myself. I had a little to express to encourage them 
to seek strength from the Lord, in order that they might be enabled to 
walk in the light, llnd enjoy true Christian fellowship, and know the 
blood of Jesus Christ to cleanse them from all sin. In consequence of 
the state of these families, we did not meet again to-day ; but calling 
at a hut where we saw an elderly man sitting at the door reading, we 
found it was the dwelling of Daniel Cudmore, son of Jane Cudmore 
of Ireland, who was in the practice, with his wile, of attending the 
meetings of Friends in Hobarton, when they resided in that neigh
bourhood, and that this old m!ln was his father-in-law. D. Cud
more has greatly improved his prospects temporalJy by removing 
from Van Diemen's Land, where he was an assistant in the undesir
able business of a brewer : he is here occupied in erecting terra
pisa buildings, nnd both himself and his wife are much respected. 

tth 12th mo. We called on James Hurtle Fisher, the Commis
sioner for Lands, and spent some time in conversation with him re
specting the blacks, and on the subject of temperance. 

5tl1 12th mo. About two hundred persons were present at the 
mt'eting in the evening. I was strengthened to labour with them 
on the importance of yielding to the convictions of the Holy Spirit, 
and of cherishing the love and fear of God ; showing the connexion 
of these with repentance and faith in Christ, and to press upon 
them the consideration of their duty tow!lrd the black population, 
and of the danger of bringing a curse upon themselves if they 
neglected these things. After being also engaged in vocal prayer, 
I made a few comments on the favour granted us, in the feeling of 
a precious solemnity, produced, no doubt, by the immediate in. 
ffuence of the Holy Spirit, which continued over the assembly, while 
they were invited to meet ogl'lin on the subject of temperance. Af
ter the meeting R. Cock and D. Cudmore distributed a number of 
copies of our Christian Address to the Free Inhabitants of New 
South Wales and Van Diemen's Land, and of the "Sentiments of 
the Society of Friends on Divine Worship and Gospel Ministry." 

6th 12th mo. In the afternoon I walked with two of J. B. 
Hack's sons to the Pines, about five miles from Adelaide: this is 
a sandy tract of limited extent and slight elevation, differing con,.· 
siderably in its vegetation from the general features of this dis
trict. Among the trees is one called here pine, belonging to the 
genus callitris, of pyramidal figure, nnd distinct from any we have 
before met with, which affords 11pars, &c., but is said soon to decay. 
I also noticed a gum-tree of low growth, with yelJowish-white blos
soms, and several other trees and shrubs I had not seen before. 
In the evening there was some excitement among the lacks con-
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-sequent upon two of them having accidentally received some tnJury 
from the gun of a man shooting a quail, who being intent upon his 
bird did not see them among the grass. 

7th I 2th. mo. A threat was made that if either of the blacka 
shot yesterday died, the others would burn the hut of the man who 
shot them ; and he, in l1is fear, magnified this into an assertion 
that they were coming to burn the huts of the neighbourhood, and 
persuadt'd some of his neighbours to watch with him. In the night 
one of the blacks accidentally going to the river to drink, took with 
him a fire-stick, acconling to their usual custom, (for they do not 
move in the night without a light,) this was mistaken for a design to 
set fire to the huts that laid in a direction of the river, and a hue 
and cry was raised after the black!', who also were fired after, but, it 
was alleged, not with intent to hurt them ; they were, however, left 
in a state of considerable excitement. This happily was ultimately 
allayed, and the matter explained to them by the protector, who be
stirred himself to see that the people were not taking the matter 
into their 0\\'11 hands. Robert Cock, who we are ,zlad to find much 
interested for their welfare, took some pains with them, and they 
were persuaded to come to the Commis~ioner's store, where they re
ceived some potatoes and other food ; the Governor also took ad
vantage of the occasion, to assure them of his protection, and to in
vite them, in all cases of uneasiness, to seek redress of himself and 
the protector, as well ss to inform the European population, that in 
case of their taking the law into their own hands in any cases of 
imagined intention, or actual offence from the blacks, they should be 
dealt with according to law. It is evident, that it is of the utmost 
importance to impress ~lon both communities, that they will not be 
allowed to avenge themselves, but that the law is open for the redresa 
of both. Something, however, requires to be done to reader the evi
dence of the blacks available, or they will not stand on even ground 
with the whites. 

The day was extremely wet and very cool; about a score of 
the aborigines took shelter under J. B. I-lack's verandahs. They 
were chiefly clad in rugs of skin, which they wear fastened over 
the shoulders, extending to the knees, or in fragments of European 
clothing. Their bodies are not so much cut as those of some other 
trihes we have sel•n that go more entirely naked. Some of the men 
wear red-ol'hre and grease in their lu1ir. They appear rarely to 
'\Vnsh themsPlves, and consequently they have an unpleasant smell, 
much like what we have noticed amonll' prisoners of filihy habits in 
New South Wales, and from this similarity I am diiipose<l to attri
bute the unpleasant smell of blacks, not to their colour but to the 
want of personal cleanliness. The hair of these blacks is not woolly, 
but generally black, and it has a tendency to curl. Some of the men 
have more than one wife, and most of the women have children, of 
which they seem very fond, often embracing and kissing them very 
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affectionately. One of them noticed Bridget Hack kissing her little
Bedford, and remarked, " Very good," with evident satisfaction, 
\Vhen their families become inconveniently large, they nevertheless 
sometimes destroy the infants, yet this seems a matter of regret with 
them, but to be looketl upon as one of necessary consequence. We 
heard of two chilc.lren (both females) being rescued, or rather of their 
destruction being abandoned, at the intervention of Europeans. The 
women do not appear to live in any dread of their husbands, and it 
is said, that there are no chiefs among the men, but that the popula
tion is associated in families. Kangaroos' teeth are fastened to the 
locks of hair of the children, before and at the sides, as ornaments, 
and often tufts of feathers are appended behind. I do not think the 
blacks here have quite such prominent jaws as some we have seen, 
but their noses are broad and rather depressed, and the men wear 
their beards short. Their spears are simple rods, but to some they 
attach a sort of barbed ridge on one side, by affixing pieces oi glass 
by means of grass-tree gum, \\' e did not observe the boomring 
among them. In conversation with Robert Cock, he suggested that 
advantage might arise from the appointment of a comm:ttee to co
operate with the protector, with whom I recommenc!ed him to con
fer on the subject. At the table of our friends J. B. and B. Hack 
we partook of the flesh of an emu, killed yesterday between this 
place and Port Adelnic.le; it bears some resemblance to tender stewed 
beef: these birds are yet pretty common here. 

8th 12th mo. Last night was extremely wet, The blacks re
mained under J. B. Hack's verandah, where thP.y slept much of yes
terday, seeming to think it desirable to be as nearly torpid as possi
ble in such weather. We called on C. B. Howard and T. Q. Stow, 
and conversed with them en the desirableness of attention to tem
perance principles and to the state of the aborigines. 

9th 12th mo. Very stormy. Several of the blacks still remain 
very quietly under the verandah; some of their children coughed 
much during tbe night. We accompanied Robert Cock in n coll 
upon the Governor, who concurs in the desirableness of appointing a 
committee to co-operate with the prctector, whom we also met, and 
he expressed his accordance with the mC'a~ure. 

10th 12mo. (First-day.) A meeting for worship was held at 
J.B. Hack's at eleven, and another at six o'clock; they were at
tended by his family, Robert Cock, and several of his children, 
and Daniel Cudmore: in the evening D. C.'s wife and William 
Finlayson and his wife were also present. On both occasions I 
was sensible of a precious solemnity ; the influence of the love of 
God extended to his poor weak creatures, and in the morning I 
had a few sentences to express relative to the importance of hav
ing the mind subjected to the government of the Holy Spirit, in 
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erder that we might not be condemned by our hearts, but h&\·e 
confidence toward God under the indispensable terms of disci
pleship with Christ, viz. self-denial and the daily cross, and in the 
progress of this work know Christ as the propitiation for our sins. 
The meeting in the evening was held in silence. The day was beau
\tfully fine: the river is much swollen. While watching some blacks 
rolling up a cask of water I:,y means of a rope attached to a pinion 
at each end of the cask, so as to enable them to draw it after them 
like a garden-roller, I noticed some cray-fish in the river, of a dark 
colour, and about the size of those in England. C. B. Howard, 
T, Q. Stow, and John White each gave notice to their respective 
congregations of a meeting that we think it right to hold, to intro
duce more strongly to public notice the temperance question, and 
the st1tte of the aborigines. 

Iltb 12th mo. I had some further conversation with the Go
vernor respecting the aborigines, and also with the Privale Secre
tary, whose name is Stephenson: he read me privately some para
graphs from a letter that he intends presenting to the Governor on 
declining the appointment; in which there are many excellent senti
ments respecting the blacks. In company with Robert Cock, we 
ealled on the Commissioner to explain to him R. Cock's views re
specting the appointment of a committee to co-operate with the pro
tector ; with the desirableness of this measure he fully concurs : the 
subject indeed meets with general approbation. In the evening 
both subjects were agitated. After some remarks bad been made 
on the necessity of temperance in a new colony, and the grievous 
deviations from it already existing in this, as well as the destruc
tive character that intemperance has assumed in the old colonies, 
the Governor was called to the chair : he addressed the meeting, 
aa did also C. B. Howard, and T. Q. Stow, and G. W. Walker; 
and a South Australian Temperance Society, auxiliary to the 
British and Foreign Temperance Society, was organized. The 
state of the blacks was next commented upon ; and after the 
Governor had made some very suitable remarks, he proposed that 
W. Wyatt should be called to the chair, which being agreed to, 
the Governor withdrew from the meeting. T. Q. Stow, J. B. 
Hack, S. Stephenson, and one or two others spoke in connexion 
with the resolutions ; and a committee of considerable size was ap
pointed to co-operate with the protector, who expressed his great 
satisfaction with the measure. 

Uth 12th mo. Accompanied hy R. C. and his son, and Jacob 
Abbott, a young Wesleyan, who emigrated to this new colony with a 
large circle of family connexions ; we walked to a sawyer's station 
within about two miles of Mount Lofty. 

After crossing the grassy plains of Adelaide, the first hills, which 
are nearly at a right-angle with the Mount Lofty range, arc of lime-
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stone, (I think primitive,) with here and there exhibitions of argil
laccous rock. These arc grassy, with n few trees nnd a variety of 
plant,. The next hills arc more purely argillnccous, and, like 
the last, run rather steeply into the valleys, which are well shel
tered, and some of them ltavc small streams at the bottom; 
these hills arc also well clothed with kangaroo-grass, and have 
trees here and there. Adjoining in some places to these, arc 
slate-hiUs with less abumlant vegetation and more scrub. The 
next are old, red sand-stone, with poor sandy soil, but abound
ing in gay vegetable productions and various eucalypti, among which 
is the useful stringy-bark which some panics nrc sawing for boards, 
and splitting for fencing. The carriage to Adelaide is easy, being 
•II the way down-hill. Ilcyond this the mountain-range exhibits 
white quartz; and those who have passed Mount Lofty, which may 
be 1,500 to 2,000 feet above the ~ea, say, that between it and Mount 
Barker the country is fine and woody, and that it also looks well to
ward Lake Alexandrina. On returning, having descended into a deep 
valley, at the junction of one of the slate-hills with one of the ar
gillaceoua ones of Jess slaty character, we found, on a atrcam, called 
the White Hill Creek, a waterfall of about one hundred and sixty 
feet. These hills, like the plains below, (until reaching the red sand
stone and slate,) are covered with red loam and fine kangaroo-grass. 

Departure from Adelaide. 

l~th 12th mo. We took leawe of our friends at Adelaide, and 
walked to the port, where we rejoined the Endorn, and put up some 
books and tracts for several persons, which J. B. Hack, who joined 
us in the afternoon, took charge of. We had some further conver
sation with him on the desiraulcnesi. of keeping up a meeting for 
worship on First-days, which himself and his wife, Robert Cock and 
D. Cudmore are disposed lo attend, along with parts of their families. 
Our little visit to South Australia has yielded plensant reflections ; 
for which we desire to praise the Lord. The heat to-day was great: 
the thermometer in one of the stern-cabins, with the window and 
door open, was 102°. It would probably be several degrees higher 
in the shade on shore. We greatly enjoyed a bathe in the evening. 

14th 12th mo. The mosquitos were very troublesome last even
ing and during the night, the position of the En<lora being between 
two b116hy salt-marshes, in which they abo:rnd. I crossed one of 
these, partly covered by the tide, to the sandy beach of Holdfast 
Bay, where I amused myself by picking up some :imall shells. 1 
found a drier path to return uy ; there were, however, some 
places to cross where the tide was running off the mar8h : bul the 
beat being great, it was pleasanter in the wnter than out of it. On 
ship-board, a cotton sl1irt nnd a pair of trowsers, of thin drill, with 
slippers, constitute my clothing, and the heat is nevertheless very 
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oppressive, notwithstanding the decks are often wetted. The thint 
of those on board is such that I made them a bucket full of cream 
of tartar drink, which being sweetened, and having a flavour im• 
parted by a few drops of essence of lemon, is a good substitute for 
lemonade ; or with the addition of a little carbonate of soda, it af. 
fords a pleasant effervescent draught. In my walk this morning, I 
kept an eye on the bases of the trunks of the mangroves, (nvicennia 
tomentosa,) in hope of finding rock-oysters attached to them, but 
was disappointed. I conclude this species of shell-fish does not 
inhabit the south coast of Australia as it is not met with here, nor yet 
at Port Philip: probably Jervis Bay, on the east coast, may be about 
its southern limit as it is there very small. In the evening, with the 
high tide, the Endora proceeded about fifteen miles to the mouth of 
the harbour, having also a light and pleasant brseze. 

15th 12th mo. At day-break we got fairly under weigh, with a 
fine and steady breeze; the port-officer left us as soon as we were 
out in the gulf. The harbour is a muddy estuary, not calculated io 
its present state for great traffic, nor for large ships. A fair breeze 
brought us, at eight knots an hour, to the entrance of Investigators' 
Strait, where it failed. The heat at Adelaide is liable to produce 
ophthalmia, from which I have suffered slightly: the usual remedy 
there is a weak solution of nitrate of silver, probably in most 
hands a solution of sulphate of zinc, much diluted, would be the 
safer remedy. 

16th 12th mo. '"' c made Kangaroo Island to the west of the 
middle of its north coast. The cliff was lofty, dark, and stratified 
horizontally, except in one place, were there was a dislocation, aod 
the strata were thrown into a convt-x position. The surface of 
the island appeared to be woody, with here and there an admix
ture of grass. The general outline is flattish with some deep 
gullies. A bout a year ago a surgeon named Slater and a person of 
the name of Osborne perished in attempting to make Kingscote, a 
settlement of the Sonth Australian Company, at the eastern end of 
the island, having imprudently landed at the western extremity with 
this view, on their passage out from England. It is very dangerous 
for persons to attempt crossing wild countries from points to which 
they are strangers; they ought to go on with their vessels to the 
places of destination, and then if they wish to make excursions they 
may turn back when they are tired. Several porpoises were sporting 
about the vessel in the course of the day. 

17th 12th mo. The wind' being from the south-east was favour
able; we made about eight knots an hour: temperature pleasant; lati
t~de ::15° south. We spent some time in reading and in individual re
tirement. No way opens for any public religious lahour among the 
ship's company ; but a few of them had tracts to read, and now and 
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then the captain and mate take up books of a religious tendency; 
their general conduct is very orderly, an<l they are very attentive to 
the duties of the ship, and to rendering the passengers comfortable; 
but, like too many who brave the perils of the deep, when at all ex
cited, they are much given to the evil practice of cursing, and taking 
the Divine name in vain. 

18th 12th mo. Between noon yesterday and to-day, we made 
two hundred and twenty-four miles. We are out of sight of land, 
and the small circle of blue water, and the canopy of sky, enlivened 
by a bright sun, are rarely varied even by an albatross or a mutton
bird. Toward evening clouds arose in the WC.\Jl, and the wind be
came variable. 

Yisit at King George's Sound. 

25th 12th mo. Sail was shortened, and we stood off and on till 
morning, when our position was ascertained to be a few miles south
ward of Bald Island. The wind being fair, we rapidly passed the 
headlands of this granite coast, some portions of which reminded 
us strongly of Freycinet's Peninsula and the Scouten Island : the 
recollection of which is intimately blended with that of our dear 
friends at Oyster Bay. We soon got sight of Mount Gardner and 
Balcl Head, the eastern and western heads of King George's Sound. 
We went on shore,and on expressing a wish to have a meeting with the 
inhabitants, T. L. Morley offered us the use of two large rooms in his 
house: we bad already consented to become the guests of G. Cheyne, 
vho introduced us to his wife, an open-hearted Scotchwoman, from 
whom we received a kind welcome and much hospitality. After 
taking some refreshment, we went with our captain to call 011 Sit
Richard Spencer, for whom we had letters of introduction from Capt. 
Hindmarsh. Sir Richard and Lady Spencer, and their large family 
reside about one mile and a half from Albany, in a pretty situation, 
where there is a little patch of good land ; we were courteously re
ceived by them and invited to dine, but being already engaged, we 
took leave after some time spent in conversation, and engaged to re
tum to breakfast to-morrow. 

The soil of this neighbourhood appears to be chieAy a poor, 
sandy peat, but it is bedecked with the gayest shrubs and Aowers, 
and with many curious trees. The country is undulating, with 
some considerable swamps in the hollows, anti the town is backed 
by two low granite hills, on the upper portion of which the 
rocks protrude; they are culled Mount Melville and Mount Cla
rence. There is good anchorage, not only in King George's 
Sound and in Princess Royal Harbour, but also for small vessels in 
Oyster Harbour: this harbour, which also opens into the Sound, 
takes its name from the abundance of oysters of the common species 
which it produces. Many inquiries were made o(. our captain, if he 
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had clothing, shoes, flour, or live-stock to dispose of, all of which arc 
scarce here; even some of Sir Richard Spencer's children have been 
obliged to go barefoot. This, however, is not a serious evil here, 
where the roads, or rather tracts, arc generally soft, and the climate 
is so fine as to admit of three crops of potatoes being obtained in 
the year; while the heat is seldom oppressive. It is said there is 
little goo<l lan<l within seventy miles of this place: but patches of 
strong, red loam, (probably where the granite is interrupted by ba
saltic iron-stone, known in some parts of England as whin-stone,) 
and in some places there is lime-stone, but even upon the last, the 
lan<l is said to be poor. Pure white snnd prevails in some places to 
the tops of the hills of the coast; which may be three to five hun
dred feet high. 

After dining with George and Grace Cheyne, at whose table we 
had a goo<l supply of green peas and potatoes of excellent quality, 
we went to T. L. Morlcy'ii, where we met a small congregation, 
to whom I found it my plac-c to proclaim briefly the gospel mes
sage, with solemn warning of the awfulness of neglecting the prof
fered mercies ; beginning with reference to the passage of Scrip
ture, " It is appointcll to all men once to <lie, but after this the 
judgmcnt,'' Heh. ix. 27. " An<l some men's sins are open before
hand, going before unto ju<lgment, an<l some they follow after." 
l Tim. v. 24. There was a sense of the Dfrinc presence percepti
ble to my min<l throughout the meeting, yet it was not a very bright 
time. Some tracts were distributed at the conclusion, and a few re
marks ma<le on the importance of temperance; but we did not see 
our way open to appoint any meeting for this specific object, which, 
nevertheless, greatly wants attention here. There are four public 
houses for this small population ! and it is said, that every sixpence 
not wanted for absolute necessaries by the labouring class, who get 
great wages, goes for strong drink ; thus demoralising them and 
impoverishing the settlement, which, in a peculiar degree, needs capi
tnl. There seems to be a great lack of industry also among the 
people here ; for poor as· the land is, it yields good supplies of vege
tables with a little attention. Few of the cottages have their 
gardens fenced in so as to protect them ; and ships putting in for 
wood an<l water can rarely get supplied with vegetables, yet traffic 
by sea is what the inhabitants have chiefly to depend upon. 

W c spent the evening at G. Cheyne's ( where we had become guests 
for the period of our sojourn here.) S. A<l<lison, T. L. Morley and his 
wife, an<l a magistrate from Oyster Harbour, named Patrick Taylor, 
being also of the company. I ha<l some interesting conversation 
with the last-mentioned in<livi<lual respecting the blacks of this im-. 
mediate district, commonly known here by the designation of the 
King George tribe. They arc very docile, and live on gooil terms 
with the European inhabitants. They exhibit few of the vices that 
prevail among their countrymen in the older settlements on the 
eastern si<lc of Australia, an<l cspccinJly n -aut W llington Valley. 
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From what we have seen and heard of those of the south coast, I 
incline to the opinion, that many of their most atrocious vices in the 
olJer settlements are the result of a contact with a depraved white 
population. Infanticide is said to be unknown alllong the King 
George blacks, who are about fifty in number. No case is known 
of a white man having been speared by them, nor by any other 
tribe within about seventy miles. Their dwellings are rude shel
ters of leafy boughs, about four feet high : they wear a garment 
of kangaroo-skin, or blanket, fastened over the shoulders, and reach
ing to about the knees: they smear their heads, faces, and necks with 
grease and red ochre, and dust a little of this article, or of a yellow 
eanb upon their check-bones: their countenances generally are not 
unpleasant, but some of them ha\'e very prominent mouth~: they 
use their t~th in straightening their spears, which are simple rods. 

A few of these people have been employed by the settlers in car
rying wood and water, and some other domestic occupations; but, 
taking into account the length of time that the British settlement of 
King George's :found has existed, and the docility of these people, 
it is remarkable that no systematic atlempt at the civili,:ation of this 
tribe has been made. There is one solitary instnnce of a l'hildless 
couple of white people adopting a little black orphan girl, to which 
they seem much attachecl, and she is forward for her years with her 
book and her needle. Surely the British Government • not clear 
of culpability in taking up the lands of the aboriginal inhabitants, 
and neglecting to pro\·ide for their maintenance and instruction, and 
the reason that this is so little urged upon them by the colonists, is, I 
apprehend, that so few of the last are more than merely nominal Chris
tians. The precept of Him, whose name they vainly profess to bear, 
" As ye 'l'lould that men should do unto you, do ye even so unto 
them," has little weight in these communities. One reason that the 
blacks of King George's Sound have not come into hostile col
lision with the whiles probably is, that from the nature of the coun
try few of the latter Jive off the scttlemrnt, and conse<juently they 
are selclom from under notice of the other settlers; and another, 
that ns the land is so unfavourahle for agriculture or depastnre, the 
country of the blat:ks has suffered little actual invasion. There is 
no religious teacher of any denomination at King George's Sound, 
unless a person of the name of Sheritt can be called one : he keeps 
a store, and retails spiritous liquors, but does not allow persons to 
sit down in his house to drink, and he "reads prayers," ta all who will 
go to hear him, in a little chnpel that he has erected at his own ex
·pense ! There is but one family professing with the Wesleyans, and 
they say, that seldom more than two or three persons meet with 
them for devotional purposes. 

~6th 12th mo. We breakfasted with Sir Richard and Lady 
Spencer and family, and afterwards walked with them ove~ their 
.fine 1r1rden and little farm. In the former, grapes, figs, almonds, 
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peas, potatoes, &c., are very thriving; and on the latter, there is a 
good crop of wheat where the land has been manured ; that on fresh
broken-up land is very thin and poor : maize will also grow where 
the land is cul~vated. Sir Richard expressed his regret that Edward 
Merrill and his friends had not accomplished their project of emigrat
ing hither: but, in our opinion, they have great cause to be lhankful 
that they were restrained from taking such a step; privation and dis
appointment would have met them in every direction. Nevertheless, 
a decent cottage with a little garden was pointed out to us as the 
possession of a man who was upon the parish when in England; 
but I believe a much greater number have become poorer than 
richer at this place. 

The place for persons without capital is not a poor, heathy coun
try, which docs not produce grain enough for its inhabitants, and in 
which, except in a few spots, neither bullocks nor sheep, nor even 
goats thrive ; the last being liable to eat poisonous plants, (pro
bably lobelias,) where otherwise they might subsist, and where, when 
fresh meat is to be had, it costs Is. 6d. per lb.; and bread, when it ii 
to be had, but there is no baker in the place, is proportionately dear. 
The climate is very salubrious, and adapted for persons who hue 
lost their health in India ; but to make this their retreat, they ought 
to have a tolerable income, and to be fond of solitude; for small 
as this c0111munity is, it is much disturbed by discord. It is said, 
that no European has died a natural death at the place since the for
mation of the settlement. Rum has slain some of its votaries; 
three persons have been speared by the blacks far into the interior, 
and a few have been drowned. A little business has been done here 
in whaling and sealing. There is plenty of good fish to be had in 
the harbours and sound : the blacks catch a singular bearded species, 
about one foot afld a half long, among the sea-weed, with their spears. 
Among their articles of food is a long bulb, which they call me&n; 
and poor fare it truly is, occasioning their tongues to crack grieY
ously : it is eaten roasted, and beaten up with the eanh from the 
inside of the nest of the white ant, or with a red substance found on 
burnt ground. The inhabitants of this settlement were lately for 
some time without rum, but were supplied from a vessel that put in 
a few weeks ago. We held ourselves in readiness to return on board 
lhis evening, but were prevented by a strong wind, which upset 
one of the boats in coming on shore; the men narrowly escaped 
drowning, and were rescued by another boat from the ship, from 
which providentially they were seen. Among the remarkable planu 
of this district is one which produces pitcher-like vessels among iu 
leaves, which are at the base of the flower-stem (or radical;) the 
pitchers have lids, are an inch deep, contain water, and often drowned 
insects, and are of very singular structure. 

27th Uth mo. At an early hour the captain of the Endora 
came on shore, and returned with one of the ship's boats to to" 
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in the other, and we followed, being conveyed by George Cheyne in 
his whale-boat. We had to wait some time before we could leave 
the shore, as some of the persons expected to man the boat were 
already intoxicated. Fresh meat and bread being scarce at King 
George's Sound, we made G. Cheyne a little return for his hospitality, 
in preserved meats and biscuit. All was now bustle on board, to 
get the vessel under weigh, her position being near the lee shore : 
prompt exertion soon effected this important object, and we beat out 
of the Sound, shortening sail when near the Seal Rock, to allow 
G. Cheyne to board the Alice. We were favoured to get nicely to 
eea again, and in the afternoon passed inside Vancouver·s Reef and 
the hdipee Island; and by night were also past the White-topped 
Rock, with a fair breeze. 

Arrival at the Swan River Settlement. 

29th 12th mo. Some flying-fish were seen this morning. The 
day was fine, the wind brisk and fair : we passed Rottenest bland, 
and, keeping to the west of it, rounded its southern side, and came to 
anchor in Gage's Roads about half-past seven o'clock, having bet'n 
little more than two days from King George's Sound ! Rottenest 
appears to be limestone, with sparing vegetation ; it is said to be 
defectively supplied with fresh water in summer. Only one family 
is living upon it, and they are said to obtain a subsistence with 
difficulty. The Beagle, a ship of war from England, on an explo
ratory voyage; the Ellenor, with emigrants from England ; the 
Abercromby, bound for the Mauritius; and the government -
schooner, Champion, are lying in Gage's Roads. Ao officer from 
the Beagle soon boarded us, to enquire if the captain had any spare 
atom 10 dispose of: he told us that they were paying ls. 8d. 
per lb. for fresh meat by contract, and 7 id. per. lb. for flour! In 
anticipation of leaving the vessel we presented a few tracts and 
anall books to some of the ahip"a company. 

80th 12th mo. Our luggage was landed in a large boat belonging 
to a person of the name of Daniel Scott, who is port-officer, &c.; 
&Jld for which he charged S. Ad<lison SI. Freemantle resembles 
10me of ahe little coast-villages on the limestone of the county 
of Durham ; but it is even whiter than they: it is greatly incon
venienced- by the drifting of sand, The seat of government 
having been removed to Perth, has checked the prosperity of F1ee
mantle, if it ever possessed any thing that could be called prosperity, 
under the disappointment of those who emigrated to Swan River, on 
finding themselves greatly deceived by the representations made of 
the country. Many of the hou~es are left unfinished, or are vacated, 
and rapidly going to decay ; they are chiefly . built of limestone. 
The want of a harbour is a great drawback, not only on the town, 
but on the colony at large. The mouth of the river is obstructed by 
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a rocky bar. Having learned that the Governor was likely to make 
an• exploratory voyage toward Port Lechenault, &c., in which 
direction there are a few settlers, and it is snid some fine country, we 
concluded to pay him a visit before he set 0111, and for that purpose 
proceeded to Perth, the capital of this colony, in a passage-boat, 
which reached that place in about t1Vo hours, A fine sea-breeze 
made the sail up Melville Water, into which the Swan and the 
Canning rivers discharge themselves, very pleasant, the weather 
being bot. Melville Wnter is II pretty estuary, in many places widening 
into large bays. The limestone-hills of its margin, covered with trees 
aml scrub, are here and there broken into picturesque cliffs. On 
landing from the boat we were met by Major Irwin, n pious mili
tary officer, settled here, who welcomed us to the colony, and ad
mitted us to his house, where we were introduced to his wife and 
sister, who also are religious, and to a relative of the nnme of 
Mackie, who is judge of the criminal ecurt. After tea we called 
upon the Governor, who, with Lady ~tirling, received us kindly. 
We were also introduced to J.B. Whitternoom, (the colonial chap
lain,)· and to several other persons; and the Governor ga,·e us 
leave to hold a meeting for public worship to-morrow evening in the 
court-house, which is used as a chapel. We engaged lodging at the 
house of the widow of a colonial surgeon. 

31st Uth mo. First-day. Walking before hreakfast, I fell in 
with Joseph Harris, a medical man, who in his younger days was 
with George Brown of York; and who made many enquiries re
specting his former associates and acquaintances. At our lodging 
we had the company of a thoughtful elderly man, once resident at 
Hull as a watchmaker, and more recently near Thorne, as a 
farmer. In the forenoon G. W. Wnlker and mvself sat down 
by ourselves to wait upon the Lord, and were not without a sense of 
His presence, notwithstanding we were much oppressed by the heat 
and consequent drowsiness.-We took a lunch with Major ln'l'in and 
his family, and returned to our quarters when they went to their 
afternoon prayers. In the evening we met a congregation of upwards 
of two hundred persons in the court-house; a neat building, conve
niently fitted up, and used as a place of worship by the Episcopalian 
congregation. The windows have white calico in place of glass, and 
are fitted with Venetian shutters outside. Several of the more influ
ential inhabitants were present, and the congregation was large for 
the place, the population being only about six hundred. I had an 
open season of religious labours, in which the burden of my exercise 
was to turn the attention of the audience to " the gift of God," and 
to Him who is able to give the "living water,"" which they who 
drink of shall never thirst." 

We dined at Government-house, at seven o'clock, in compnny 
with the colonial chaplain: he stated, in a conversation respecting the 
siative population, that in almost every case of destruction. of white 
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people by the natives, he had traced the fault to the whites. The 
Governor stated that if they could meet with a suitable person to 
act as missionary, or instructor to the natives, funds should not be 
wanted to enable him to carry on the work. In the course of the 
day a medical man from the country called at our lodging; he 
stated his opinion to be, that the blacks were a people who deserved 
no consideration; but whom it would be best to destroy whenever 
they were troublesome! To this sentiment we replied, that neither 
Christianity, justice, nor e,·en common sense admitte,I such an idea; 
and that though according to the ideas of thC'se people, blood was 
required for blood, yet that person~ who voluntarily settled in a coun
try which the British government had usurped, ought, with that go
vernment, to labour for the civilization of the native inhaliitants, 
and to bear patiently the inconveniences resulting from their cw1-
tom~, until these could be changed. I fear many entertain the same 
sentiments with this individual: we heard something similar in the 
boat yesterday. 

1st 1st mo. 1838. In reflecting upon the events of the past year, 
I feel that I have much to be thankful for, notwithstanding many 
causes of humiliation. May the ensuing year be more fully marked 
by subjection to the government of Christ. 

The native blacks are numerous about Perth ; they art! a fine race, 
and far from defective in intelligence: they have a few irregular 
elevated :scars upon their bodies, generally about tht-ir shoulders; 
their teeth are not injured as a token of manhood, as in New South 
Wales, where one is knocked out on a youth !icing admitted to the 
privileges of a man. They usually wear a small rug of Kangaroo
akin about their shoulders, sometimes brought partially before, at 
other times hanging over their backs, and not unfrequently the men 
walk about Perth and Freemantle in a state of nudity, which cus
tom appears so to reconcile, that little pains is taken to discourage 
their practice. They cut wood, draw water, and perform many 
other little offices for the European population, for which they obtain 
bread, or money, which they lay out in bread, (the two-pound loaf 
now costing ls.) not having yet acquired a taste for tobacco or 
,pirits, nor a disposition to wear English clothing. They are re
markably docile; but I have not been able to learn that any attempts 
have been made to civilize them. We are informed that the people 
here had been discouraged from attempting any thing in thi:s way, 
by the ill success they understood to have attended such efforts in 
New South Wales. It seems to me, that there is a great willing
ness to suffer the poor aborigines to dwindle away, under the easy 
conclusion, that thus the Indians of North America passed away, 
and the natives of Van Diemen's Land, and that nothing could be 
done for those of New South Wales, and that any attempt therefore 
at so unhopeful a task as their civilization here, is not of much con
seque11ce, A 11ative black is to be tried here to-day, for being one of 
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a party who beat two boye belonging to Major Nairn; and left them 
for dead, and drove off the sheep that the boys were tending, many 
of which they killed and eat. I cannot but regard the professed recog
nition of the blac1,p: Ill British subjects (however well intended in 
England) ae practically a sort 0£ blind to the British public, as to 
the real state of these injured people; their evidence being refused, 
because they do not understand the nature of an oath; and their violent 
deaths (many of which, there is reason to believe, take place by 
the white inhabitants of this colony) not being properly made the 
subjects of inquests, nor the perpetrators of them brought to trial. 

We returned to Freemantle by land, and found the journey very 
tedious. Though the road lies over one of those portions of the 
Great Plain of Quartanire, marked on maps "gently undulating 
grauy country, thinly timbered," it is difficult to find a blade of 
grass upon it; but there is abundance of the rigid herbage 0£ ground
blackboy~, (a stemless reanthorrhrea,) and some other rigid foliage of 
a narrow grass-like form, with a profusion of rigid shrubs, unfit for 
pasturage, except, perhaps, for goats, camels, or asses. The whole 
distance, said to be eleven miles, is over a lose sand, adorned with 
curious trees, and gay shrubs and flowers; thus, as in other instances, 
proving that the soil of the gayest productions is apt to be the worst 
in quality. The gayest tree itt nuytsia (loranthus) floribund11, 
which eometimesrises to forty or fifty feet in height, and attains to six 
or eight feet in circumference, and is called in the colony cabbage-tree, 
because 0£ a faint resemblance of its branches in texture to cabbage
stalks: its top, at this senson, is one mass of golden, orange, or 
yellow flowers, while the lower portion, clothed with fleshy linear 
leaves, is of a pleasant green. Banksia grandis attains to twenty 
feet, and some other species of this gcn1Js to a greater elevation. A 
eucalyptus, called here red-gum, has capsules the size of crab-apples. 
Some beautiful didynamious shrubs of prostrate growth, with pale 
purple spotted and fringed hlossoms ; a fine yellow calythrix, one foot 
high, a splendid yellow and red, and a sky-blue lechenaultia ; 
a crimson linear-leaved callistemon ; a scarlet melaleuca; a crimson 
calothamnus; and ■everal species of jacksonia, &c., are now in 
blossom. 

2nd lat mo. We went on board the schooner Abercromby, com
manded by Captain Butcher, in company with William Lamb, the 
agent, and Dr. Guistinianl, who like ourselves is looking out for a 
conveyance to the Isle of France ; we arranged for passage on board 
her at ill. each: she is expected to ail in about three weeks. 
The black tried yesterday at Perth was sentenced to death. Dr. 
Guistiniani pleaded for him, and compared the taking away of the 
sheep by the blacks, with the destruction of the kangaroo by the 
whites; and that undue temptation wns put into the way of the 
blacks, by placing the sheep in the charge of such very young boys. 
We had some convel'llBtion respecting the natives, with the 
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boatman, who says he is sure the fault lies, in the first place, 
with the white meo, when the blacks attack them, and thl\t 
" many of-the blacks are popped off," i., e. shot secretly. He i1 a 
man who, from his occupation, learns much of what passes in the 
colony. 

!rd 1st mo. In a walk before breakfast, and another in the 
evening, I saw a little more of the country around Freemantle; 
which, though limestone, is covered with sand, and is unproductive 
of herbage adapted for flocks, 11nd unlikely to yield any thing for the 
support of a new colony. I have often, since coming here, been 
nminded of the description of it given by a man who removed 
from hence to Van Diemen's Land: " It is a country enough to 
break a man's heart.'' With a little culture, it is said, however, to 
yield good vegetables. Potatoes are excellent, and in some situa
tions produce three times a year. Vines and figs thrive, and produce 
well even in the town, upon little more than the limestone rock, 
covered with fragments and sand. Industry is not great, and much 
of the land will yield nothing without it. 

4th lst mo, Chiefly spent in transcribing my journal. In the 
evening we took a walk with Lieutenant Jones, on Arthur's Head, 
the promontory at the mouth of the ri,er, or rather estuary on the 
south side; which at 11 distance resembles Hartlepool Moor; but the 
top is rough and stony, and covered with scrub. A tunnel is in 
progress through this limestone headland, to open a way from the 
town into a little cove under the cliff, conveniently situated for 
whaling. We took tea with the agent of the Abercromby, William 
Lamb, and his wife, in company with Thomas Bannister, and con
versed with them on the present state of the colony, of which they 
take a favourable view, considering it to have struggled through its 
first difficulties. 

5th 1st mo. Defore breakfast I walked to Woodman's Point, 
distant about seven miles, where tbere is a sand-pit, in which shells 
of interesting species are sometimes found. I obtained one specimen 
of the crowned conch, which was in the act of burying itself in the 
sand in shallow water, at sunrise. 

6th I st mo. Was spent in making calls, selecting tracts, and 
g1vmg notice of a meeting that we propose holding in the Court
house to-morrow evening. A shark with a round nose was har.: 
pooned to-day by some of the men of the Abercromby. It measured 
nearly ten feet in length. The head and shoulders of a sharp-nosed 
species, of not greatly inferior dimensions, were found in its stomach. 
These frightful animals are numerous here, so that in bathing it is 
needful to keep a good look-out, and not to venture beyond the 
sandy-flats where they ran easily be seen. No accidents have yet 
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happened by them here. The stinging-ray, and a smaller species 
of circular figure, with ribband-like marks, are common on the flau; 
and in muddy places the fish with beards round its mouth, called 
here the cobler, nnd at King George's Sound, the cat-fish ; it has 
some strong articulated spines, by which it can inflict se,,ere 
wounds. 

7th I st mo. First-day was spent in reading and retirement 
before the Lord, at our lodging. At half-past five o'clock we had a 
large meeting considering the population, which is only about two 
hundred. It was held in the Court-house, and on going thither I 
felt very empty, and much discouragi'd at the appearance of want of 
spiritual life; but in a short time, I had to rise and spi>ak of the 
fear of the Lord, and to declare its fruits to be, watchfulness over 
our own hearts, and attention to the convictions of the Holy Spirit, 
by which alone mankind come savingly to Christ, as the propitiation 
for their sins, and ns the Shi>pherd and Bishop of their souls; being 
led and sanctified by His Spirit. The company were genernlly quiet 
and attentive, nnd a comforting 11ense of the divine presence over
shadowed the meeting toward the conclusion, claiming the tribute of 
thanksgiving and praise, 

8th 1 st mo. We circulated a considerable number of tracts and 
a few books; many persons calling for them at 01,1r lodgings : we 
also placed a parcel of temperance tracts for distribution at the 
house of a baker, 

9th 1st mo. Chiefly occupied in the distribution or books and 
tracts. The little books printed at Birmingham are very acceptable 
to the children here: we have had some applications for Bibles and 
Testaments. There is no bookseller in Western Australia, nor any 
Bible Society Auxiliary, nor even agent, at Swan River. 

10th 1st mo. \V c returned to Perth, taking with us a quantity 
of books and tracts, I hacl a walk with a young men who has 
been much amongst the bl::icks for several years past: he al~o 
confirms the opinion, that those who have been destroyed, 
have fallen victims to the misconduct of the whites, which excited 
the ire of the blacks, led them to outrage, and brought retaliation in 
return. 

I 1 th 1 st mo. A young man who came out to assist in the 
mission to Western Australia, called upon us to obtain tracts: 
he is a zealous ynung man, and supplies. weekly sixty houses with 
tracts on loan. We mentioned to him having a few Portuguese 
Bibles and Testaments, and he soon found a person of the Portu
guese nation who was glad to have one : we have concluded to leave 
the remainder with Major Irwin, who may robabl have the oppor-
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runity of sending them to Timor, where the Portuguese language 
is in use. 

12th 1st mo. We w11lked to the peninsula, distant about foUT 
mile,;, along a road so ~andy as to require two hours to traverse it. 
The pe11insula, formed by a bend of the river, is a flat of strong, 
but not rich soil: it was one of the first spots available for agricul
ture located in the colony. ·we cros~ed the Swan in a boat, and 
were accompanied on our way toward Guildford by several persons 
to R little beyond a deserted gnrden, where we partook freely of figs, 
the first crop of which was spoiling on the trees; there was also a 
good crop of peaches, and of grapes on the undressed vines, but 
they were not yet ripe. Crossing the Helena River by a wooden 
bri<lge, we became the guests of Alfred and Elizabeth Waylen, from 
whom we had received a kind invitation. 

13th 1st mo. After breakfast we joined Francis Whitfield, who 
is the Government Resident, or paid magistrate of the district, 
hning a salary of 1001. a-year, and Alfred Waylen, in affixing no
tices of a meeting to be held in the Episcopal chapel to
morrow. We were joined by an Irish settler from the York 
district; a grassy country adapted for sheep, beyond the Darling 
range, and on the Avon River, whieh is iclentical with the S1rnn, 
and where many of the settlers have flocks of small 5ize. The 

• largest flock in the colony is about eight hundred, and the whole 
stock of sheep not more than 12,000. The whole of. t\1e sheep-coun
try discovered is computed to be able to support about 200,000 
sheep. In this is included the Tooger country ; also on another 
part of the same river, to which several settlers are now removing, 
among whom are Francis Whitfield and his family. \Ve called on a 
pious Welshman, whose paren!,S occupy a house belonging to the 
Go,.emor, which is licensed for the sale of spirits, and kept open for 
trHcllers, for whom it is the principal resort. There are two other 
houses licensed for the sale of spirits in Guildford, which consists 
only of scattered houses, seven in Perth and four in Freemantle, 
besides some others in more remote situations. It is difficult to es
timate the ruin that has been brought upon this colony by the sale 
of spirits. 

The whole revenue of the Government amounting to about 
7,0001. a--year, is derived from it in the form of duty on the 
imports ; so that the amount of capital annually paid away from the 
rolony for it mu!it be much more considerable; and the colony is so 
poor as to be unable to import sheep in any quantity to stock its 
lands, so that the holders of grants of from 5,000 to 100,000 acres 
have little stock of any kind upon them, and consequently they are 
of little value: hence the cause of !11rge grants being sold up to this 
period at ls. 6d. per acre! The highest price I have heard of for a 
grant of this description, is 2s. 6d., it was one of the best in the 
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York district, and was thought to he well sold ! Had the money ex
pended in spirits since the foundation of the colony, been occupied 
in the importation of sheep, it is not improbable that land would 
have been ten times its value, and had no grants originally exceeded 
5,000 acres, many more persons would have had the means of 
maintaining flocks of about 1,000 sheep each; and thus the wealth 
of the colony would have been increased, so as to have rendered 
grants of this size by this time as va)u;il,le as those of 50,000 acres 
each now are, and the whole state of the colony would have been 
much more prosperous than it now is. Spirit-drinking and avarice 
in obtaining grants of large extent, have paralyzed the colony; 
'\\·hich, beyend a doubt, is naturally very inferior to what was origi
nally represented. Its exports in oil and wool are yet very inconsi
derable, not, I believe, 4,0001. in any one year; and the only other 
sources of income to the colony that I can discover, are from sup
plies of provision to the few ships that put in here, and from private 
independent incomes, which I conclude is small. The class of per
sons whose circumstances have been improved by emigration, is la
bourers, store-keepers, and a few others, into whose hands much of 
the capital that was originally in the hands of other colonists, has 
passed ; but by this transition it is easy to see that the capital of 
the colony is not increased : its population has also materially dimi
nished by death, frequently the result of drinking, and by emigra
tion from its shores. 

14th 1st mo. (First-day.) About sixty persons assembled in 
the chapel, ( which is a commodious room, of large dimensions, 
built of terre-pisee,) at half-past ten o'clock. We had an open op
portunity of religious labour. There are some inquiring minds 
among the congregation ; but I fear little disposition to " seek 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness.'' The remainder of 
the day was spent with the families of Alfred Waylen and Francis 
Whitfield. 

15th 1st mo. In company with Henry Campfield, we ferried our
selves across the Swan River ; the ferrymen being so drunken that 
we could get no help from them ; and returned over a sandy forest 
to Michael Clarkson's. We were constrained to turn into the house 
of a settler by the way, and to partake of such refreshment as they 
were able to set before us, consisting of salt-beef, rocumber, 
water-melon, and Cape-gooseberries, which last were placed be
fore us in a bushel-measure. These fruits are very abundant 
at this season of the ye:ir. We also c:illed on John Hanly, 
near to whose house the wooden pear of Western Australia, 
was in flower and fruit. It is about twenty feet high, has 
dark ragged bark, glancous foliage, and white blossoms. 

16th 1st mo. At an early hour we set out for Perth, in company 
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with our former t'ompanion, Henry Campfield, who has a location of 
land in this neighbourhood : by making an early start we avoided 
the great heat. In the course of the day the thermometer rose to 
104° in the shade. After taking tea with Major Irwin, we met the 
inhabitants in the court-house, and addressed them on the subject 
of temperance. The attendance was good, and the people were at
tentive. At the close of the meeting l\Iajor Irwin expressed a hope 
that they should not separate without forming a Temperance Society, 
be was seconded by George F. Moore: Major Irwin was called to 
the chair, and two resolutions were passed, organizing a Western 
Australian Temperance Society. In the course of the proceedings, 
a labouring man came forward, and inquired how persons like him-
1elf should become members of the temperance societies, when 
masters often paid them to the amount of one-third of their woges 
in spirits, and the remainder in an order on some store, where little 
else was to be had. This led to some comments on the injurious 
practice, which appears to have arisen out of a kind of government
order, before the formation of any colonial law, that each servant 
should be allowed two glasses of rum a day ! In process of time a 
duty was laid upon spirits, from which now the whole revenue of 
the colony is deri,ed, and some fears are exhibited lest this revenue 
should be injured. Servants then, having acquired a strong appetite 
for stimulating liquors, frequently left their work to seek a public
house; masters therefore, to obviate this incom•enience, and per
haps it is not too severe to say, to avail themselves of a part of 
the profit of retailing spirits, obtained an Act of Council to render 
it lawful for them to pay their servants in spirits to the amount or 
one-third of their wages ; which law is still in force. Among the 
advocates of temperance was a person named Henry Trigg, for
merly a free consumer of spiritll, who having become reformed, and 
having felt the benefit of abstinence from them, spoke experimentally 
■od with good effect. 

17th 1st mo. We had another interview with tl1e Governor, who 
bait just returned from Port Lechenault, and other places to the 
aouthward; where, in company with the Surveyor-General, Dr. 
Harris, and Capt. Butcher, he has been in the Champion, on an ex
ploratory expedition : they all seem much pleased with some of the 
country they have seen, which they represent as well adapted for the 
pasturage of horned t'attle. The Governor has accepted the office 
of patron to the Temperance Society, and has enrolled his name as 
a member. Notwithstanding the great consumption of spirit~ in the 
colony, there is a general admission that spirit-drinking is on the 
decline. We walked with Sir J. Stirling over his garden, in which 
the olive, vine, and peach thrive luxuriantly. Bananas ripen tardily 
at Perth ; and oranges and lemons do not thrive, I think for want of 
stronger soil and more shelter. In the evening we returned again to 
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the peninsula, and became the guests of Michael and Elisabeth 
Clarkson, by whom we are very kindly entertained. 

18th 1st mo. Michael Clarkson put us acrosstheSwan River; which 
ia here still wide, and generally salt, and has samphire swamps in 
many places on its margin ; and we returned to Guildford, arriving 
at the house of Charles Pratt by breakfast-time. We had much 
conversation with the family on the principles of temperance and 
religion. When alluding to this district before, as one adapted for 
sheep, I omitted to notice that great losses have been sustained in 
driving sheep and cattle from the side of the Darling range, 
across that qiountain-territory ; numbers of them often being sud
denly taken ill, and quickly dying. It is supposed that this arises 
from their eating a species of lobelia which is very acrid. No acci
dent of this kind is said to have occurred in driving fat stock 
from the better lands of the York district to the inferior coast
country. We returned to our kind friend• the Waylens; and 
in the evening had a very fair attendance in the chapel at a 
temperance meeting; after which, a few individuals signed the 
temperance declaration, and became members of the Western 
Australian Auxiliary. We took tea with Captain Nears and his 
large fumily, who have suffered many privations in connexion with 
their emigration to this colony. 

19th 1st mo. Being again kindly accompanied by Francis Whit
field, we set out at an early hour for the upper part of the Swan 
River. Much of the country we passed through was poor, though 
firmer under foot than the sandy tract from Freemantle to Guildford; 
it is covered with open foreat of several species of eucalyptus, 
called here red-gum, mahogany, white-gum, Booded-gum, &c. The 
red-gum has capsules as large as crab-apples : it is useful timber for 
fencing, &c. The mahogany resembles, in some degree, the 
true mahogany, but is rather darker and heavier: it is very useful 
for furniture. The ground of these forests is covered with low 
scrub of acacia, &c., several species of banksia and acacia also 
form low trees; and grass-trees, called here black-boys, &c., 
are also very abundant, giving a very peculiar feature to most 
of the inferior soils. Considering the character of the vegeta
tion, it is remarkable that neither camels nor cashmere goats 
have yet been introduced into Western Australia. Along the 
borders of the Swan there are narrow alluvial Bats of good land, 
which are chiefly cultivated with grain, of which a supply equal 
to the consumption of the colony has lately been raised ; ad
joining these there is a very limited extent of soil of inferior 
quality, yet capable of yielding good crops, by the aid of manure; 
and in the range of this country there are several small farming 
establishments within sight one of another, and a fow large ones for 
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this country are also interspersed. Some grants of arable land have 
lately been sold at 11. per acre. 

We breakfasted with J. H. and his wife and family; they are exer
tive people, that are considered in improving circumstances: like many 
others, they are about to remove across the hills. We felt much for 
his wife, with whom the recollections of England linger with a painful 
acuteness, bnt unaccompanied by the hope of returning ·thither. 
The removal of families to the York and Toogee districts, and from 
the colony, gives the aspect of desolation to Perth, Freemantle, and 
Guildford : empty houses and broken-down fences, with lands 
reverted in several instances to their original state, mark extensively 
the disappointment and ruin that attended many of the early 
emigrants to this colony ; the survivors of whom, in many instances, 
find their way to the better lands, across the mountains. After break
fut we called at the house of William Brockman, one of the principal 
settlers on the Swan, who is gone to India for sheep, &c., and saw 
his wife, and Harriet Mac Dermott, the wife of another aettler residing 
near Guildford. We then proceeded to the farming establish
ment of George Fletcher More, the advocate-general, who had 
kindly invited us thither. Francis Whitfield returned to Guild
ford, and after dinner we walked with G. F. Moore, to see a little of 
the country, some of which in this neighbourhood is accounted of 
the best quality in the colony; and the estates of Major Irwin, 
Captain Bull, and some other persons, are doubtless fine ones; or, 
at least, have fine portions upon the river. At that of Captain 
Bull, now tenanted by a man of the name of Spice, a considerable 
number of the black natives were assembled; several of them we 
had met before about Perth and the peninsula; they quickly re
cognized us again, and began to beg for "tickpens," (that is six
pences,) to buy bread with. One woman showed me her eye, which 
she made me understand one of the men had injured. They fre
quently treat one another witl.i great cruelty, and if one of them die, 
naturally or violently, one of them makes a point of killing some 
one of another tribe or family. Thus one death among them leads 
to a series of cold-blooded murders, one, according to their notions, 
to avenge another; and if one man quarrel with another, or be angry 
with one of his own wives, of which most of them have two or more, 
he will spear the wife of his enemy, or his own wi~ through the 
leg or thigh. Truly " the dark places of the earth are full of the 
habitations of cruelty.'' 

20th 1st mo. Early in the morning we took a walk with 
G. F. Moore to that part of the Swan where its bed becomes dry in 
the summer, (except in large pools,) and is covered with scrub, 
among which is a handsome shrubby hibiscus, four feet high ; and 
through his vineyard, which was flourishing, b!,Jt the grapes are rather 
amall this season. The harvest is now over, and it is expected there 
will again be wheat enough to supply this little colony, the population 
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of which is about 2,000 persons. This was the case last year, but 
many of the agriculturists being needy, were obliged to. sell their 
corn to the merchants, who appear to be a class of men ready to 
take every advantage to enrich themselves, 11nd they contrived to 
raise the price from 5s. to S0s. a bushel before the late harvest. 
This colony, as well as others, and even in a pre-eminent degree, 
suffers from selfishness and discord. In the course of our walk, 
several places were pointed out to us as sites of the destruction of 
blacks, either by their own tribes, according to their barbarous 
customs, or by the white inhabitants ; and others where white men 
had been destroyed by the blacks. There is now a pretty good 
understanding between the aboriginal population and the Europeans 
on the Swan; but across the Darling range of mountains, which 
run nearly parallel with the river, at about four miles distance from 
the gorge where it emerges from them to Guildford, persons do not 
feel themselves secure, and several blacks have been shot on the 
alleged ground of self-defence. Something requires to be done in 
this colony for the civilization and settlement of the native population, 
which has been greatly neglected; and the colonial government, as 
well as the settlers, are not persons 0£ sufficiently enlightened minds 
to discover or understand the advantage it would be to themselves, 
to bring these people, who will work if a sufficient motive be pre
sen ted to them, into the state of an industrious peasantry, by instroct· 
ing them in the relative value of money and labour, by rewarding 
them proportionately to the white labourers for the work they 
perform. 

The blacks are very conscious of money having a value, and 
are constantly begging for it, and when they obtain it they purchase 
bread; but they have no idea of the relative value of money and 
labour, and they are kept in ignorance of this by inadequate re
wards being given them for the offices they perform : these rewards 
are usually in flour and broken bre11d. They cut wood, draw water, 
go errands for the settlers, and a few of the boys assimilate them• 
selves in some degree with the servants of the settlers : the littJe 
native blacks are also often the playfellows of the white children; 
but even under these circumstances the blacks are growing up in 
much the same state of barbarism as their ancestors ; and it is a 
question whether the white children do not learn more of barbarism 
from the blacks, than the blacks acquire of civilization from the 
whites. We examined among holes where the natives had been 
digging for roots ; some of these were a foot and a half Jeep, and 
two feet across; and among them I detected a true dio9COrea or 
yam : this grows up among bushes in a strongish soil ; and the 
natives have a tradition respecting its being conferred upon them, 
in which there are traces of the deluge. They also eat the roots of 
a typha, 1·esembling t. latifolia, but having browner heads. 

In the course of the forenoon, a native youth who had been absent 
some days, returned to G. F. Moore's, where he usually resides: be 
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bad been ill for some time, and some of his countrymen had come to 
bring him away to be charmed. He said he had undergone this 
ceremony, anc.l thought himself better for it; but he had met with 
a surgeon, who had put a large blister on his chest, and now he was 
well except for the blister : he was very thin, and had been suffering 
under some p11lmooary disease. Some of his countrymen had lately 
been committing a robbery among G. F. Moore's melons: depreda
tions of this kind are very common. In the afternoon we returned to 
Guildford, passing, part of the way, at a greater distance from the 
river than we came. The soil was poor, abounding with grass-trees 
and black-boys, gum-trees, banksia, &c. On the way we called on 
Harriet Mac Dermott, a pious woman, whose husband is the acting 
director of the bank at Perth; his salary is only !001. a year, and 
the office takes him from his family and establishment, from second
day morning to seventh-day evening. Such is the value of a little 
ready money in this colony, that persons possessing large grants of 
land (10 to 20,000 acres,) will accept offices for a salary of 100I. 
that occupy most of their time, We re11ched our friends at Guild
ford aoon after sun-set, and were joined at Alfred W aylen's, at tea, 
by Anna Maria and Charlotte Whitfield, the former of whom espe
cially .is enquiring after the truth. 

21st 1st mo. First-day. The meeting held at half-past ten 
o'clock this morning, in the Guildford chapel, was well attended. 
We were both enabled to labour to turn the attention of the congre
gation to the teaching of the Spirit, in order that they might savingly 
come to Christ, and know him, and the power of his resurrection, 
and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable to his 
death. A sense of the love of God toward his poor fallen children 
prevailed at times. A young man that was present afterwards fold 
me he was sensible of this before any thing was spoken, and uncon
nected with any thing that he was thinking about, in a manner in 
which he had never felt it in their own church. The heat was very 
oppressive, the thermometer being 103° in the shade, and it pro
duced upon myself nnd others, fOi" some time, a painful degree of 
drowsiness. Wt! called on n family that arc to be felt for, in regard 
to their temporal concerns, having lost most of their property in this 
colony, anc.l whose education nnd pursuits hnve been such as led them 
to look for gratification chiefly from the gaieties of life. Probably 
being driven by adverse circumstances to more useful pursuits may 
prove a blessing to the children, some of whom are advancing toward 
maturity. We dined with the Whitfields, and at their houRe were 
joined in the evening by A. W aylen and his wife. A portion of 
Scripture was read after tea, but no settlement attained to. People 
generally are so much strangers to an inward exercise, that 
it is difficult to get their attention fixed to the one thing needful. 
One of the young women of this family acknowledges herself 
convinced of the soundness of the principles of Friends. Happy will 
it be for her if she seek strength to agsip!d ~J@ ogle 
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22nd 1st mo, We went forward to Michael Clarkson's, where we 
dined, and in the cool of the evening completed our journey to 
Perth, calling, before entering the town, upon a young person named 
Watson, (formerly Smyth,) for whom we brought a letter from her 
sister, the wife of Captain Lonsdale, at Port Philip. We found this 
individual ill, and residing alone in a dil11pidated house, which was 
very clean, and bore the marks of being inhabited by one who had 
been accustomed to better accommodation: her husband, who is a 
surgeon, was in the country, but a neighbour's little girl had come 
in to help her in her present necessity. Much of the bush on the 
road had been recently burnt, and one house had been consumed by 
fire. The natives are now setting fire to the scrub in various places, 
to facilitate their hunting, and to afford younger herbage to the 
Kangaroos ; and the extensive fires are thought by many persons to 
add much to the heat of the warm days. We intended to have 
called on the Governor this evening, but finding he had , ball, 
we deferred our visit to him, and availed ourselves of the opportunity 
of again spending an hour with M~jor Irwin, and his pious sister. 
In some places, between Perth and Guildford, the zamias are very 
fine, their trunks, which are always blackened by fire, being six to 
eight feet in circumference, and as much in height, and surmounted 
by fine crests of stiff pinnate, palm-like leaves, four feet long or more. 
They generally grow in considerable numbers, within a few feet of 
each other, either among the gum-trees, or in pieces of richer 
and more humid soil, on fiats, along with large grass-trees, and large 
shrubs. 

In this part of Australia, the natives bury or macerate the 
nuts, till the rinds become half decomposed, in which state they eat 
the rind, rejecting the kernel; but in New South Wales they pound 
and macerate the kernels, and then roast and eat the rough paste. 
I have heard from persons of respectable authority, that in the Swan 
River country, as well as at King George's Sound, tht! natives have 
their private property clearly distinguished into hunting-grounds, 
the boundaries of which are definite, trees being often recognized by 
them as land-marks, and that the possession rests in the head of a 
family: several of these families residing in a district, form what 
the white people call a tribe, but. these tribes are not subject to 
any recognized chief; though a man of great prowess will often 
gain great ascendency among them. A young man who resided 
some years at King George's Sound, told me, that several tribes of 
blacks assembled there once a year, and held a sort of fair, 
and that as dilferenl tribes excelled each other in the manufacture of 
different weapons, such as spears, throwing sticks, (woomeras,) 
kylers, (boomriogs,) shields, and waddies, these formed the articles 
of exchange, as well as the red-ochre, with which they besmear 
themselves, combining it with grease, and which is only found in 
certain localities. In Western Australia the blacks do not practise 
the knocking out of a tooth on introducing a youth to the privileges 
of manhood; but they perforate the cartij,;m~pfil!rutg ~ of the boys 



when about twelve or fourteen years of age, and a kangaroo-bone is 
occasionally worn through 'the hole of a thickness equal to a goose• 
quill; they also mark their bodies by cutting them ; but those of 
Swan River are not so tasteful in this respect as those of some other 
parts of Australia. 

23rcl l st mo. \\' e left our lu<lgin;! at Perth, which "'as of very 
liomely character: and proceeJrd by Thomas's boat to the old ferry, 
aLont three miles from Freemantle ; the wind and tide preventing 
the further progress of the boat. We walked the remainder of the 
distance, which is over rnugh limestone and sane!, and were glad 
to reach our former quarters again, notwithstanding, in some re
spt:ets, they arc far from what we could desire, especially in being at 
this time the resort of a number of noisy, drunken 8ailors, belonging 
to a whaler, and some other vessels; it is lamentable to see the de
struction these men make of every thing valuable, through strcrng 
drink, with which they are plied by those who vend it, and by 
whom all the regulations respecting its sale are violated, generally 
with impunity. 

25th 1st mo. Engaged in writing and in selecting books and tracts 
for severnl persons we have visited. A settler named Wells 
brought us a letter from Major Irwin, inviting us to a temperance 
meeting, to be held to-morrow eve,iing: we have thought it right to 
acrept the invitation, finding we should not be likely to sail for some 
days. 

26th 1st mo. We returned by Reid's boat to Perth. A large 
party of the l\lurray River natives were crossing Melville Water, at 
the ferry, about one mile and a half above Freemantle, as we passed. 
They were returning from Perth, where they had been to fight with 
the natives of that neighbourhood, respecting A. woman that had 
been carried off by the latter; she was dreadfully speared by one of 
the party, and left in a state of dangerous injury. While under ex
citement they also killed a man, known among them by the name of 
Dobbin, who had rendered himself an object of dislike, by committing 
a robbery some months ago, on a white man's premises. The white 
man "K"ent out on the spur of the moment, and fired at the first 
blacks he came at, and shot an unoffending young man ; for which 
offence he was tried, and though not found guilty of murder was re
moved to King George's Sound, for his own safety. Many of the 
blacks that we passed were lame from spear-wounds in their legs Ol" 

thighs, that they had received during their late conflict: this we also 
found to be the case with the Perth natives, few or whom had 
rscaped without injury. Before, and also some time after these 
battles, which appear to be affairs of honour with these untutored 
people ! they have grand corrobberries, or dances together. It 
is matter of surprise that so little pains are taken b the civil authori-
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ties to prevent these murderous combats, either by general attempts 
at civilization, or by magisterial authority : they sometimes take 
place in the towns, in the presence of white people, who remain 
passive spectators, In this case, however, the chief constable drove 
them out of the town, by getting possession of some of their i;pears, 
and breaking them, and by threatening to fire amongst them. I am 
fully aware that there is much difficulty attenuing interference 
with the customs of the natives, but I nm also fully satisfied that if 
putting an end to these barbarous practices were an object of solici
tude on the part of the civil authorities, it would be effected. 

We took tea with Major Irwin and his family, and aftE'rwards 
attended another temperance meeting. The provisions of the act of 
t'ouncil rendering it lawful for masters to pay one-third of the amount 
of the wages of their servants in spirits, were brought forwnrd by a per
son of the name of Clark, who arguerl, that thus it was made compul
sory on the servant to accept one-third of the amount of his wages in 
spirits: this sentiment was controverted by the Advocate General, 
.who showed that the act only protected the master from penalty in 
case the servant, at his own desire, was paid in spirits to this amount. 
There is reason, however, to believe, that the construction put upon 
it by Clark, i11 one by which servants, in some instances, have been 
jmposecl upon; but, too generally, the great avidity of servants to 
obtain supplies of spirits has rendered it unnecessary, on the part of 
.such masters as wished them to take out a portion of their wages in 
.this pernicious article, to force it upon them. The inducement of 
masters to sell spirits to their servants has been strong, from the large 
profit laid upon them: thus, a settler on the Swan contracted to 
-have a barn built for 801., who acknowledged to a person of his 
acquaintance, that, in reality, the building only cost him 451., deduct
fog the profit he derived from spirits and other articles taken by the 
contractors in lieu of wages! Thus hue the hirelings been op
pressed in their wages; and further, thE'y complained that when they 
had received one-third of their wages in spirits, the residue was often 
paid them in orders uponstor~-kcepers, from whom there was not un
frequently little but spirits to be had, so that at times it was difficult 
for them to obtain a loaf of bread for their families. The capital of 
this colony appears to have been drained out in spirits; and under 
these circumstances, and other difficulties and disappointments of no 
.ordinary character, that the settlers in Western Australia have had 
to contend with, it is no matter of surprise that numbers of the 
labouring class, as well as of persons of other descriptions, should 
have left its shores, and sought to better their condition in New 
South Wales and Van Diemen's Land. But while this has been the 
case, many young men who lE'ft their native country with good 
characters for sobriety, through the customs of the society to which 
tbey were exposed on shipboard, and after their arrival in the 
colony, became drunkards; numbers of such have filled the drunk
JlJ'd's grove, and others appear to be hastening thither; appalling 
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examples of the debasing and enslaving influence of strong drink. 
Nevertheless it is generally ndmitted that spirit-drinking is on the de
cline in the colony. But it is to be regretted that a distillery has 
lately been estnblished by a settler on the Swan River. Several 
persons addressed the meeting this evening, and a number of additional 
signatures to the temperance declaration were received'. 

27th 1st mo. We circulated several parcels of books and tracts, 
and had some conversation on religious topics: notices of a meeting 
for worship, which we think it right to hold to-morrow evening, 
were also stuck up. We took tea at the Governor's, in company 
with Captain Harding, of the Pelorus, and two of the young officers; 
also a young man named Smith, who came out by the .Eleanor, 
intending to join an exploratory expedition to the northward; the 
parties belonging to which are said to have been dissuaded at the 
Cape of Good Hope from touching here, on the supposition that 
they would not he able to obtain assistance in the pursuit of 
their object, hy coming hither. A greater mistake, I suppose, 
rould hardly have been made; for here they would have obtained 
the co-operation of some intelligent and -experienced travellers, in 
the wilds and inhospitable regions of this portion of Australia, 
who understand the native language, and would have persuaded 
some of the natives to accompany them, and have taken with them 
trained kangaroo-dog~, to enable them to obtain sustenance ; and 
whose knowledge of the productions of the country, and of the 
relative value of soils producing certain trees, &c., might 
have been invaluable. It will, indeed, be well, if the expedition do 
not fail for want of such helps as these, and even if those who have 
undertaken it do not perish. 

28th 1st mo. First-day. The weather continues very warm. 
In the forenoon, when sitting together to wait upon the Lord, we 
found it very oppressive. The meeting in the evening was, perhaps, 
scarcely so largess the former one. Lady Sterling, who is considered 
a pious woman, and some others of the upper class were present, but 
those of humble rank in the world were the most numerous. 
Ability was graciously afforded to point out "which are the first 
principles of religion," and to illustrate the ohjects and spirit of the 
Lord's Prayer, and the necessity of guarding against drawing nigh 
unto God with the lip only in the use of it. We spent a portion of 
the day with the family of Major Irwin. 

29th 1st mo. In a walk this morning I passed a large tribe of 
natives, who were in a very agitated state, threatening and vocife
rating, and occasionally raising their spears : they appeared to be 
verging toward a combat, but I could not lenrn the occasion ; there 
were several groups of blacks, and some white people loe>king on at a 
short distance. I also met with a few little na ed blac boys, tend-
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ng sheep. In this hot weather it is by no means uncommon to sec 
in Perth both males and females in a state of nudity, or only with a 
skin-cloak tied round their necks, and but partially covering their 
bodies. They sleep in large gruups on the loose sand of the streets, 
drawing their cloaks o,•er them. The men often wear a band about 
their loins, into which they stiek one of their hammers behind, and 
with the handle downwards. These hammers, which serve also in 
st>me respects as hatchets, are made of q1Jartzose pebbles fastenrd 
together and to the hanJles with the gum of the grass-tree or black
boy mixed with ashes. The weapons of these natives arc of a mere 
warlike character than those of the blacks of many other parts of 
Australia; most of their spears arc barbed with wood, and some 
have a ridge of sharp splinters of quartz-crystal, or of glass; these 
they call death-spears. The women Jig up roc>ts with a stick about 
,he thickness of a broom stick, but longer, anJ sharpcneJ at one end, 
ancl they carry their provender, and also their infants, for which they 
generally sll'Jw great atfection, in square skin-bags, at their backs. We 
breakfasted with Samuel Kingsford, and his wife and daughter, 
formerly of \\' andsworth, Surry, and had mnch conversation with 
them on the necessity of self-denial in a Christian's life. S. K. 
has erected a mill, but 

0

has only a sufficient supply of water for grinJ
ing in winter. We also called upon a forlorn couple of Irish, who 
are misi:,rablc examples of the influence of strong drink, though not 
deaf to arguments against its use ; and upon Henry Trigg, (a 
person who has taken an active part in the temperance meetings,) 
and his wife, and at their house met with Frnncis Armstrong, the 
interpreter to the blacks. The Wesleyans ba,·e a neat little 
chapel in Perth, the local preacher is an interesting instance of 
reformation from the drinking habits that prevailed in Ule early 
stages of this colony; when, he says, few persons went to 
bed sober. As a specimen of some of their ideas of moderation, 
be rela1cd, that ha,•ing made some comment to three of his men, 
respecting having taken more liquor than was good for them, 
they replied, that they had only had two bottles of rnm among 
three of them, and they did not think that that could be called 
excess! W c had conversation with F. Armstrong respecting the 
custom!! of the blacks, in destroying one another, as an act of 
revenge for the denth of their friends, whether these have died 
naturally, or by violence. Life for life and blood for blood are 
sentiments dt•eply rooted in their minds, and mixed with superstitious 
notions of the enchantment of those who die naturally. F. Armstrong 
stated, that when the boy, noticed on the 26th as having been shot, 
was on the point of death, he, knowing that the theft of Dobbin 
had occasioned to himself the fatal injury that was fast hastening 
l1is dissolution, was overheard rt·que31ing another of his country
men to avenge his death; and though this was many months ngo, 
yet when Dobbin was killed, the party who had been so charged 
was overheard to address the departed youLh in terms to this cffrct : 
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" There, my brother, his flesh is meat for thee.'' Some cases of 
cannibalism are said also to have been traced among these blacks : 
the black population of this part of Australia is considerable. From 
the statements of George Smyth, which others admit to be probable, 
as to various tribes residing in different localities within about seventy 
miles of Perth, and occasionally resorting thither, the number may 
fairly bE: estimated at 1,000 within the range. 

These tribes consist of several families residing in a ncigl1hourhood, 
having some natural boundary, each of which families has its distinct 
hunting ground, with boundaries acknowledged by the other tribes. 
And these are the lands of which the British government has taken 
possession without regard to such proprictor5hip; yet professing to 
recognize these blacks as British subjects. It is true, they are an 
uncivilized people, living on kangaroos, emus, opossums, iguanas, 
snakes, grubs, fish, roots, &c. ; but they are nevertheless intel
ligent beings. and ought not lo be treated with injustice : they 
have a strong claim upon the sympathie11 of the British public, who 
ought to adopt measures for their instruction, and for preventi11g the 
effusion of blood which sometimes takes place through mutual 
retaliation between them Rntl the whites, and at other times through 
their own barbarous customs and superstitions. There are persons 
in Western Australia who would gladly co-operate in the work, but 
the colony is too poor to do much, unless the principal supplies be 
furnished from Great Britain. Such a work could not be carried 011 
without a consideral,le expence at first, in the supply of food, 
clothing, &c. During our stay at Perth we visited an industrious 
couple, who support their family chiefly by growing fruit, and who 
presented us with some melons and grapes, both of which fruits 
thrive well in the gardens at Perth, which have a drainage of 
water through them from the shallow lakes behind the town. 

30th 1st mo. The houses in Perth are placed al short distances one 
from another, each having a portion of ground surrounding it, which 
occasion, the town, though of small population, to occupy a consider
able space ; most of the fences are of sawn timber, but few of them are 
compeleL Mosquitoes are numerous in the evenings, and very trouble
some. Joseph Brown, a young man in the office of 1he colonial secrc~ 
tary, who takes hi:1 meals at the place where we have lodged, put me 
on board Reid's boat, at which I had previously left my luggage, and 
in which G. \V. W a Iker had taken his seat; we were rowed most 
of the way to Freemantle, until a breeze sprung up. Previously 
the heat had been very great, numerous shoals of fish were sporting 
in the sunshine, and multitudes of jelly-fish of great beauty were 
floating just beneath the surface of the water. Although this tribe 
of animals may be lQokcd upon among the first degrees of animal 
organization, they are nevertheless among the wonders of the Lord, 
to be sl'en in the deep by those who go down to the sea in ships. On 
arriving at Freemantle we put up the only set of British and Foreign 
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School lessons that we had remaining, and the remainder of the 
school furniture, with which we were intrusted, and sent them to the 
charge of Major Irwin, having found that the state of a school at 
Perth, for which the Government allows a salary, requires improve
ment, and that there is a disposition to improve its organization. 
Exclusive of the school, the Episcopalians and the Wesleyans, each 
have a sabbath-school at Perth. The government school at Free-
mantle is at present vacant, and that formerly existing at Guildford 
has been discontinued, so that education is at a very low ebb in the 
colony. 

ln the course of the day I went into Scott's store to get a few 
biscuits out of one of our packages, and I gave one to a native 
who came in at the time, and in a few minutes l was surrounded by 
such a number of others of his country people applying for like 
gifts as was quite surprising, considering how few of them had been 
to be seen about before. No doubt but they had been lying among 
the adjacent bushes, to shelter themselves from the powerful sun. 
The natives have no idea of the resources of white people being 
liable 10 fa.ii, but are disposed to draw upon their flour, bread, and 
sixpences, as long as they can ; and bread being dear, they often 
beg for a " tilling,'' as they call a shilling. One of them kept very 
close to me all the day, and as he had washed off his red-ochre and 
grease, I allowed him to sit some time on a box in my room; he 
was of the Murray River tribe, and had received a wound in the 
late affray at Perth. Sometim~s I have so many visitors of this 
description, that I have to make some excuse to go out, and lock the 
door, to get rid of them ; and they often come and look in at the 
windows when we are at meals. Their preference for European 
food, and indisposition to exert themselves when they can obtain a 
supply either by begging or working for it, keeps them for some 
time in the town, especially when what they call "kibra men," i. e~ 
persons coming and going in ships, like ourselves, are numerous, as 
at the present in Freemantle. Some of them express a wish to go 
with us, when the " kibra walk," as in their attempt to epeak 
English they describe the sailing of a ship. One of these men, who 
is very intelligent and efficient, and a good hand in delineating 
country upon paper, was engaged as a servant by Thomas Bannister, 
but so large a number of his countrymen constantly resorted to the 
house that he was obliged to discharge him. 

Slst 1st mo. At nn early hour my young black friend presented 
himself at my door, and I invited him to take a walk with me, which 
pleased him much, and especially M he was furnished with some 
biscuit on his return. The mornings are delightful for taking exer
cise, but the middle of the day is generally too hot; yet the heat in 
proportion to the elevation of the thermometer, is said to be much 
less oppressive than that of India. We walked about four miles on 
the road toward the Canning, which is at first sand and limestone., 
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but becomes sandy forest, covered with grass-tree• and black-boy,. 
Large grubs are found in the trunks or rootstocks of the black-boy,. 
which are esteemed a delicacy both by the natives and by such of the 
white people as have learned to eat them. The bases of the centre
leaves are also eaten in Western Australia. Zamias also abound bere, 
and the scrub is overtopped by banksia grandis and several eucalypti, 
Parrots, piping-crows, and Australian magpies were the principal 
birds seen. Emus are sometimes met with in this district: one 
wu chased a few day11 ago by the riveT-side. The cockatoos of 
Swan River are the round-beaded white, the black with red patches 
on the tail, and the black with white patches on the tail. In the 
coune of our walk we passed an old native man, and two women ; 
the latter was digging up roots ; with their ui1ual curiosity they en
quiml. whither we were going. The forenoon was chiefly devoted 
to writing, an occupation that fills up many otherwise vacant 
portions of our time. In the afternoon Thomas Bannister lent us 
bis boat, of which Lieutenant Jones undertook the management, 
and we went on board the Abercromby to see the accommodations, 
which, though of a temporary and rough character, are satisfactory 
to us. In the evening I had a conversation with Major Nairn, an 
aged settler upon the Canning, but very active for his years; he 
informed me, that though many years in the army, he never drnnk 
1 glass of spirits in his life, and was always sparing in the use of wine, 
and of the benefit of such a system of temperance he is a striking 
eumple; his plea among his fellow officers for this line of conduct 
was, that he thought himself much better without such beverage. 
My inteniew with this old man was very pleasant, and I furnished 
him with a book and a few tracts, for the use of himself and his 
e&tablishment. 

1st 2nd mo. Occupied variously. In the evening we had a 
temperance lecture in the Court-house ; it was not numerously 
attended, and no person signed the declaration. We had to apply 
to our own stock of candles to light up the place, none being to be 
had at this time in Freemantle. We always kept a few pounds of 
wax candles by us .for occasional use at sea, and to have recourse to 
in case of accidents. 

4th 2nd mo. First-day. I had some conversation with a 
penon who received his education at Ackworth about the ~nd 
of last century, but married from amongst Friends; he i1 a 
carpenter, and might improve his circumstances were he to act 
upon the principles in which he was educated ; but f'rom these 
he has greatly departed. There is, however, some recollecti~n o~better 
days, which I endeavoured to encourage. The meeting m the 
evening was well attended, and we ,rere again favoured with some 
sense of the Divine Presence. I was enabled to preach repentance 
and faith in Christ, as the fruit of attention to the inshining of 
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the light of his Spirit, and to press the importance of laying up 
treasures in heaven. 

6th 2nd mo. Occupied with our luggaµ:e, and in making calls 
antl writing. The door of my room opening into a yard, which is 
also the way to the tap-room, I have had much opportunity of 
witnessing the baneful effects of spiritous liquors upon seamen fre
quenting the Port, who are often drunk by seven o'clock in the morn
ing. I am abundantly confirmed in the conviction that the sale of 
strong drink to these men ( with which they are freely plied by 
the dealers in it) more than any other thing, injures, degrades, and 
destroys this useful class of men, whose appetites for stimulants is 
kept alive by their allowance of grog at sea. The commanders of 
the two temperance whalers, Captain Adams and Coffin, kept their 
crews well on board, and generally sober. The police at Freemantle 
is very inefficient in this point; there are some good laws to prevent 
drinking, but they are left as a dead letter. 

7th 2nd mo. Several of the natives came to us curiously painted, to 
sell us some of their implements; some of them, in addition to their 
red-ochre and grease, had their thighs dappled with large spots of red, 
others of yellow, and some of them had a broad ring of black 
crossing the forehead and nose, and enclosing the eyes, displayed 
upon a red ground, 

8th 2nd mo. Most of the day was occupied in getting our luggage 
on board the Abercromby, in which we were kindly assisted by 
Abraham Summerland ; several of the natives also assisted in 
removing it to the beach, and were much pleased at receiving six
pence each for their labour. To impart to them correct ideas of the 
relative value of labour anti money, is of great importance in their 
civilization, though not generally aimed at by the settlers, who rather 
seem disposed to avail themselves of their work for an inadequate 
remuneration. The drunkenness and profligacy of language among 
the Sl'amen who come on shore fro(ll the vessels in the roads is very 
appalling. 

9th 2nd mo, We took a long walk in the morning, when clouds 
from the westward indicated blowing weather. James B. Butcher, 
th~master of the Abercromby, dined with us, and we paid him 211. 
each for passage to the Mauritius, and settled some other matters 
preliminary to sailing. Several of the natives were lying about 
the yard of Daniel Scott's store; one of them, a female, was 
groaning greviously from pain, occasioned by a spear-wound in her 
thigh; at some period, one of her ears had been cut off, but I did 
not learn whether by one of her own countrymen, or by an European. 
If one of the blacks be angry with his wife, he will for the most 
trifling provocation, thrust a spear through her leg or thigh, or if 
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two of the men quarrel, they will revenge themselves by spearing iaa 
this manner the wives one of another. A person of our acquaintance 
told us, that he ssw a black named Munday, a well known character 
at Perth, who was once proscribed, and a reward offered for his 
head by the government, and who has two wives, crossing the river 
with them in a boat that was badly trimmed, and by a lurch, spilt a 
little wheat out of a bag that was entrusted to one of the women 
into the water; upon which Munday exhibited violent anger, knocked 
her down with his hammer, a weapon they generally carry in a belt 
round the loins, stuck with the handle downwards behind, and he 
then run a spear through her thigh. But though they t,hus punish 
others, they often also exhibit a stoical firmness in receiving punish
ment themselves. Thus, if by accident they injure a person, whether 
of their nation or European, they will immediately stand forward 
and put one leg to hare a spear thrust through it, as a return for 
the injury; and if, as is generally the case among themselves, the 
challenge thus to suffer in expiation be accepted, the parties imme
diately after the infliction of the retaliative wound, recognize each 
other as friends. I cannot but think that if proper pains were taken, 
much might be done toward lea<ling the aborigines to abandon 
these, and other cruel practices, which not unfrequently take place 
even in the midst of the town of Perth, and in the presence of the 
white inhabitants, among whom the notion exists that the blacks 
must be made to fear you before they will love you, and ,vhich 
sentiment has even been promulgated by high authority in t.he 
Supreme Court, notwithstanding it is an ancient barbarism, exploded 
in civilized society : many a poor black ha's been shot under thia 
persuasion in in Western Australia. 

10th ~nd mo. We took leave of our acquaintance at Freemantle, 
and went on board the Abercromby, in Dr. Scott's whale-boat, 
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A PP END IX. 

To Major General Richard Bourke, K. C. B., Governor in Chit/ 
of tlte Colony ef New South Wales, ~-c. ~c., 

The Report of James Backhousc and George Washington 
Walker, on various subjects connected with the state of 
the Colony of New South Wales. 

Hsving devoted nearly two years in visiting the colony of 
New South Wales, with R view to promote the moral and religious 
welfare of its inhabitants ; and being now on the eve of departing 
from its shores, we think it incumbent upon us to express the grati
tude we feel to the Governor, for the facilities he has been pleased to 
afford us in the prosecution of our object, and to present him with 
a few remarks on some subjects that have attracted our attention io 
the course of our sojourn in this land. 

Being convinced that, how prosperous soever in general the 
population of a colony such as New South Wales may be in the 
acquisition of property, nothing can secure the stability of the 
government, or the true well-being of the community short of the 
Divine blessing, and that there is no ground to expect this 
blessing where the morals of the people are generally bad; 
we cannot but regard with mournful interest the low state of 
morality, and necessarily consequent defect of religious principle, of 
the generality of the inhabitants of this colony; and look upon them 
as demanding the serious attention of an enlightened govern
ment. 

The prevailing immorality of the population of New South Wales 
is no doubt to be attributed primarily to their neglect of the 
fear of God : many secondary causes, however, contribute to 
foster, if not to induce, a slate of reckless impiety in the com• 
munity. 

Foremost in the rank of these, we apprehend, is the encouragement 
given by the government to the consumption of spirituous liquors, by 
the sanction of their distillation and importation, and by the licensing 
of houses for their sale. 

We would respectfully state our conviction that the prohibition of 
the sale of all spirituous liquors, as beverage, would promote 
the reformation and prosperity of the opulation in a greater 
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degree than any other measure in the power of the government to 
adopt. 

In an object of snch vital importance to the true interests of the 
community, the influence of such a measure upon the revenue 
scarcely deserves consideration; yet, as this muy have weight in 
the estimation of some, it is to he observed, that a reduction of the 
revenue from the prohibition of spirits, would be attended by a cor
responding reduction in the expenses of police; and that whatever 
might be the ultimate deficiency in the revenue, it would be much 
better made up in some other way than by continuing to sanction the 
use of spirits, and by this means promoting the demoralization of the 
people. 

The pernicious influence of evil example, in regard to the use of 
profane language, may, perhaps, rank next to that of drunkenness in 
the promotion of bad morals in this colony. It is a subject that 
calls loudly for magisterial interference, both as respects the free, 
and the convict population ; for whilst the former are allowed to 
indulge in unrestrained profanity, the latter cannot reasonably be 
expected to refrain from it; and while open violations of the divine 
law in this respect prevail, no rational hope of reformation of 
character in other respects can be entertained, for no man can be 
expected to regard with increasing attention the laws of God 
in other things, who daily breaks them wantonly in this par
ticular. 

Other evils also exist to a great extent in New South Wales, 
to which it is desirable the attention of the government should be 
directed, that it may adopt such measures as may tend to suppress 
them. Among these evils may be enumerated a want of regard 
to the sanctity of the marriage bond, and other immoral intercourse 
of the sexes, as welJ as an avaricious disposition which would com
pass its own ends, at the expense of what is strictly honest; especially 
if the dishonesty be of a character not easily cognizable by law. To 
the latter may be referred a disposition to introduce lotteries, and to 
countenance other species of gaming. 

It would be superfluous to make much comment upon the pecu
niary eir~umstances of the free colonists, as these must be better 
known to the Governor than to ourselves. It may not be imperti
nent, however, to remark, that so far as our own observations have 
extended, sober, honest, and industrious persons, of ordinary abilities 
and mo:Jerate expectations, readily obtain a livelihood in New South 
Wales, and many of this class become prosperous. But among those 
who emigrate to these colonies is a large proportion of persons, who, 
for want of some of the requisites mentioned, were unsuccessful in 
their native land; and these remain inefficient and unprosperous 
here, and from them is often to be heard an assertion, by no means 
true, that 11. free emigrant has no chance of making a live
lihood in New South Wales, because of the competition of 
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The education of the r1smg generation in the colony is a deeply 
interesting subject. We regret that it has so frequently been 
discussed on various occasions of late, in the spirit of party politics. 
As regards our own view of the merits of the respective systems of 
education, we give a decided preference for general purposes, to that 
of the British and Foreign School Society; but we would respect
fully suggest, that the greatest amount of benefit to education, from the 
assistance of the government, might be expectl'd to accrue, if none 
but such institutions as orphan-schools, or such others as might be 
established in districts where the population was very limited, were 
to be supported exclusively from the funds of the government; 
and the latter, without reference either to the peculiar relig-ious views 
of the persons establishing them, or lo the system of instrucuon 
pursued; and that, where the population becomes sufficiently 
numerous, only R certain quota, up to a specific amount, should be 
contributed by the government, the amount to be proportioned to 
that contributed by the settlers, or raised by the paymenta of the 
children. For, teachers of schools are apt to become negligent when 
rendered independeut of the payments of their pupils ; and parents, 
among the lower orders, who do not pay any thing toward the edu
cation of their offspring, are very generally careless in enforcing 
their regular attendance at school. 

We have rejoiced to ouserve a disposition on the part of the 
~overnment to attend to the state of the black population, and by 
establishing missions in different parts of the colony, to promote 
their civilization, and the introduction of Christianity amongst 
them. We have no doubt that these objects arc to be accomplished, 
if suitable means be employed ; and we believe that much would 
have been already effected, had equal zeal been exercised with 
respect to the amelioration of the condition of the blacks, with 
what has been di~played in driving them from their lands, and in 
protecting the white people who occupied them from the petty de
predations of the original possessors of the soil. 

Indeed it is probable that not more expense would have been 
incurred by the government, if it had from the first properly con
sidered the rights of this oppressed people, and obtained territory 
from them by treaty, and at the same time provided sufficient means 
for their civilization, than has been incurred by the measures that 
have been adopted, many of which have been derogatory to the 
character of the British nation, both ns regards Christianity and 
common justice. We would respectfully submit, that the means 
yet employed in this colony for the civilization of the aborigines, 
are extremely small in proportion to the end proposed, even taking 
into account the stations about to be occupied at Moreton Bay by 
John and Mary Handt, and at Port Philip, uy Gco. Langhorne, in 
addition to that already filled at Wellington Valley by William and 
Ann Watson, and the partial assistance atforded to Lancelot Edward 
Threlkeld, at Lake Macquarie. If these c. compared wiLh the 
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number of labourers employed by the Church Missionary Society 
alone, in the part of New Zealand contiguous to the Bay of Islands, 
it will be seen, that, notwithstanding the more settled habits of the 
New Zealanders present greater facility for their civilization, the 
effect produced has been, in great degree, commensurate with the 
merms made use of for the promotion of the object. • 

We venture to point out the neighbourhoods of Port Macquarie, 
or of the McLeay river of Shoal Haven, (perhaps, as a locality, the 
kangaroo-ground,) and of Two-fold Bay, as desirl\ble stations at 
which to place other instructors of the aborigines, who resort much 
more to the coast in general than to the interior. And we would 
also 11uggest for their better protection by British law, that provision 
should be macle for their evidence being received on affirm3tion, in 
courts of justice; for it is obvious, that while their evidence can 
only be taken on oath, and their oath cannot be received on account 
of their ignorance of the Gospel, they are to a great extent virtually 
placed out of the protection of British law. 

The more we have seen of the state of prisoners in these colonie1 
the more fully we are satisfied that transportation is a severe 
punishment. The state of the prisoner is, in most instances, one 
of privation, and to him of painful restraint, as well as of separation 
from his connexions and country. And if he be a disorderly man, 
and in consequence be sentenced to an ironed-gang, we can scarcely 
conceive a situation more miserable. To be locked up from sun-set 
to sun-rise in the caravans or boxes, used for this description of 
prisoners, which hold from twenty to twenty-eight men; but in 
which the whole number can neither stnnd upright nor sit down at 
the same time, (except with their legs at a right angle with their 
bodies,) and which, in some instances, <lo not afford more than 
eighteen inches in width for each individual to lie down upon, on the 
bare boards, and to be marched out and kept to a monotonous em
ployment, under a strict military guard <luring the day, and also to 
be liable to suffer flagellation for even a trifling offence, such as an -
exhibition of obstinacy, that might he excited by the capricious 
conduct of an overseer, is truly a miserable state, and one to which 
death itself would be greatly preferable, were it not for the eternal 
consequences that await the unprepared. 

Although the convict population of New South Wales are kept 
under a considerable degree of subjection and discipline, yet the 
measure of reformation among them, evinced by the adoption of 
better principles, is exceedingly small. This need not excite surprise 
when the paucity of the means employed for their reformation is 
considered, in connexion with the facilities for obtaining strong drink, 
that are placed in their way, notwithstanding the regulations prohi
biting the sale of spirituous liquors to prisoners. The opportunities 
open to them, from the vast number of licensed public-houses, 
and of places where spirits are sold covertly, are available to a 
large proportion of the prisoners, who are onstan y committing 
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petly thefts, to enable them to gratify their propensity for atrong 
drink. 

In visiting the various penal establishments of the colony, and 
observing the limited means made use of for moral and religious 
instruction, we must conclude that restraint rather than reformation has 
been the oluect of the British government in the institution of the 
penal discipline of New South Wales. There is no religious instruc
tor at the penal settlement at Moreton Bay, and it is but very lately 
that one has been provided for Norfolk Island. Few of the ironed
gangs have any other semblance of religious instruction than the 
reading of " the prayers'' of the Episcopal Church, by the military 
officers in charge. Though this means is deplorably inefficient, yet 
being, in the estimation of the officers, the best at their command, it 
is persevered in, in a manner that is creditable to them. Except in 
a few instances, in which are included the prison establishments in 
the vicinity of Sydney, little attention appears to be given by the 
paid clergy of any denomination to the state of the convict popula
tion, who remain under charge of the government; and at the 
periods we visited them, several of the stations, especially of the 
road-parties, were destitute of the Scriptures, as well as of other 
books calculated to promote religion and morality. Of latter time 
we have observed with satisfaction, that some of the ironed-gangs 
have been supplied with Bibles, and some other religious books, 
through the means of the Episcopal Bishop of Australia. 

We think advantage would result from a report being regularly 
made in the periodical returns from the penal stations, of all the 
visits made to the prisoners for moral and religious purposes, 
whether by paid ministers, or by volunteers; and also of the number 
of Bibles and Testaments, and of other books and tracts, belonging to 
the several stations, at the end of each quarter: and it occurred to 
us, that the books and tracts might not only be di~tributed on the 
.first day of the • week, but that a few might with advantage be 
placed on a shelf in each caravan for daily use, according to the 
plan that has been adopted on Goat Island. 

We conceive the inefficiency of the reading of the prayers of the 
Episcopal Church, as a medium of religious instruction, to arise from 
the mere formality, which must necessarily attend the coRtinual repe· 
tition of the same words, how excellent soever they may have been 
in the mouths of those who originally used them, or may still be 
.M"hen adopted by persons in the stare of mind which they represenL 
And we have no doubt, that if instead of nttempting to put into the 
mouths of prisoners devotionnl expressions, which their state rarely 
allows them to adopt in sincerity, a few chapters from the Holy 
Scriptures were to be read to them, to lVhich a simple address, or the 
reading of some plain narrative, or exhortatory treatise might be 
added, and a little time were also to be spent in silence, to allow 0£ 
seriou, reflection, more real and permanent benefit would be the 
result. 
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The frequency of flagellation in some of the ironed-gangs, as well 
u in other stations of prisoners, including the Hyde-Park barracks, 
Sydney, is a subject deserving notice; for as a punishment, 
flagellation is generally admitted to have a degrading effect. In 
some of the ironed-gangs, this punishment has, on an a,erage, 
been administered fonr times round to each man, (many of the 
cases being of fifty lashes each,) in a period of less than eighteen 
months. And we have been informed that upwards of one thousand 
men hue been flogged in the Hy<le-Park barracks within the same 
period. 

In the large road-gang, in Illawarra, the punishment of flagel
lation is comparatively rare, and the conduct of the men is generally 
good. In this instance, two cells for solitary confinement hRve been 
erected in the rear of the boxes in which the prisoners sleep, and 
within the range of the sentries, and this is the punishment usually 
resorted to. We are of opinion, that it might, with great ad vantage, 
be generally substituted for flagellation, at the stations of the ironed
gangs, and that much benefit would result from the universal adop
tion of solitary confinement in place of flagellation. 

The practice of mustering prisoners holding tickets-of-leave once a 
quarter is attended with some disadvantages, on which we venture 
to offer a comment. Many of these persons have so strong a pro
pensity to indulge in drinking spirituous liquours, that they fall into 
temptation almost as certainly as it comes in their way. Some of 
them, conscious of their own weakness, engage in situations remote 
from public-houses, and in the intervals between musters conduct 
themselves in an orderly manner. But being from ten to twenty 
miles or more from the place uf muster, they have to leave their 
homes once a quarter, for one, two, or more days, to present them
selves at the place appointed, which is generally contiguous to a 
public-house, and lew of them return to their work without having 
been intoxicated ; and instances are not unfrequent in which, under 
the influence of inebriation, brought on frc;m these circumstance,;, 
they commit some mis<lemeanour which results in their privation of 
the hard-earned indulgence of a ticket-of-leave. 

We have visited most of the prisons in the colony, and would 
respectfully state our conviction, that not one of them is on a plan 
calculsred to promote reformation. In the whole of them prisoners 
are congregated in considerable nnmbers in day-rooms, in most of 
which they also sleep ; and in many instances side by side on the 
Boor, or on platforms, and but few in h:immoeks. None of the 
prisons have any adequate provision for solitary confinement, and in 
some of them the cells arc so few that prisoners sentenced to 
solitary confinement have to wait a conJiderablc time in the common 
rooms for their turns, otherwise more than one person would have to 
be in a cell at the same time. 

Some of the prisons do not effectually exclude communication 
between the male and female prisoners, asGfor ins[tance, those at 
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Port Macquarie, Newcastle, and Liverpool. That at Maitland is 
sometimes so crowded as to render it necessary for some of the 
prisoners occasionally to spend the night in the yard, to avoid 
suffocation. That at Campbell Town, under the Court-house, is 
unfit to place human beings of any description in, even for an hour, 
however small their numbers may be; the effluvium from it renders 
the court-house above untenable, if the windows be closed; and with 
the number occasionally plared in it, their health must be seriously 
endangered. Many of the prisons in the interior have no airing 
courts, and it would be difficult to describe, in a few words, the 
contamination which must be the inevitable result of placing a num
ber of persons without employment, in association often for several 
months at a time, in such places. 

We have been gratified in observing the adoption of better plans 
in the gaols now erecting at Sydney and Berrima, having no doubt 
that separation and seclusion are most important auxiliaries in prison
discipline. Solitude is much dreaded by persons of depraved charac
ter, while those in whom reformation is begun, feel it a privilege to 
be secluded from evil company. 

The addition of tread-mills to gaols, or of other means of furnish
ing employment to the prisoners confined in them, is much to be 
desired. But we would ·remark, that when the sentence to a tread
mill, or to solitary cells, is lengthened out to a great number of days, 
it materially diminishes the salutary effect. In the former the 
stiffness induced at first begins to subside after a week's exercise ; 
and at the expiration of a fortnight, many persons of the labouring 
class would leave the tread-mill with less disgust, than at the expi
ration of a week. Persons often sleep a considerable portion of the 
first two or three days in solitary confinement, but want of exercise 
soon renders them wakeful, and they then begin to feel their situa
tion painfully, but the human mind, as well ns body, quick\y accom
modates itself to circumstances, and a large proportion of persons 
would be released from this punishment, also, with less abhorrence 
of it, at the end of a month, than at the end of a week. 

On the same principle, the female prisoners in the factories at 
Parramatta and Bathurst, and in the gaols at Newca$tle and Port 
Macquarie, being generally kept without employment, (as was the 
t'ase when· we visited those establishments,) become inured to 
idleness, often in such a degree as not to be again recovered to 
industrious habits. 

We cannot but regard the prison-discipline of the females as even 
more defective than that of the males. We are aware, however, thnt 
more attention has of late been paid to the state of the factory at 
Parramatta, and that some improvement has been the consequence ; 
much, nevertheless, remains to be done. Great benefit might 
re~sonably be expected from the erection of a prison for the reception 
ot female prisoners on their arrival, as well as for such as are returned 
from service without any complaint again t~ them who ought not, 
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however, to have any communication with the newly arrived. It i1 
also desirable that the separation of female prisoners, by means auch 
as are intended to be adopted in the new gaol at Sydney, should be 
carried into effect in all other prisons throughout the colony. 

At Port Macquarie we saw a little of the situation of the class of 
prisoners termed specials. Many of these are very liable to be drawn 
into mischief through their easy access to public-houses ; and consi
dering the stal't! of the penal settlement at Moreton Bay, and its 
accommodation for prisoners, we think many of the specials might 
be more advantageously placed at that station, where they might 
be employed as gardeners to the settlement, or at such other work 
u they might be adapted for. 

In visiting the colonial hospitals, we have been much gratified 
with the good order which prevails in them, encl the proofs of atten
tion on the part of most of the medical officers. The lunatic 
establishment at Liverpool, though made the most of, is so defectiv~ 
in regard to accommodation for the p11tients, that their removal t.o 
Tarban Creek, as soon as the new asylum can be made ready for 
them, is much to be desired. 

In concluding these observations, we take the liberty of stating 
our conviction, that the undue measure of punishment that is yet 
attached to many offences by the British law, has a direct tendency 
to frustrate one of the chief ends designed, viz. the reduction of 
crime. This severity, in numerous instances, deters,from prosecu
tion, 110 that many offenders become hardened by repeated trans
gressions ; and others, being associated with culprits more vicious 
than themselves, become confirmed in depravity, at the same time 
that they are rendered greater adepts in crime. And however ideas 
of human expediency may have led to the adoption of a scale of 
punishment more severe than is sanctioned by the Divine law, ex
perience has not only proved the hopes founded on such measures to 
have been fallacious, but that in proportion as this sacred standard of 
human action has been departed from, the consequences have 
uniformly been injurious. 

In taking leave of these colonies, we would express our fervent 
desire, that the Governor may be enabled to live and rule in the fear 
of the Lord, maintaining a constant regard to his glory, and that he 
may be blessed with prosperity in his government, and peace in his 
own mind in this world, and with everlasting happiness in the world 
to come. 

Sydney, 19th ofl~t month, 1837. JHIES 8ACKHOUSE, 

G1wROE \V /\SHINOTON WALKER, 
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To Major General Richard Bour/re, K. C. B., Goverwor m Clue/of 
New South Wales. 

Frequently since G. W. Walker and myself had last the privilege 
of being guests at the Government-house, Parramatta, my attention 
has been recalled to a remark of the Governor, respecting the 
desirableness of doing something for the aborigines of New South 
Wales, and the difficulty of knowing what to do in order to promote 
their improvement ; and some ideas have impressed my mind on this 
subject, which I believe it my place to submit to his notice, in the 
hope that they may tend to the removal of the difficulty, and to the 
opening of the way for the amelioration of the condition of this 
injured race of our fellow-men. 

In order to make myself clearly understood, it seems necessary 
for me to advert to the original state of the black population of the 
.colony, and to several other subjects connected with their history, 
which, I cannot doubt, the 'Governor is already well acquainted 
with; and this may he necessary for the illustration of the subject 
to any person whose eye this letter may meet, who may not be so 
well acquainted with the state of the aborigines of Australia aa the 
Governor of New South Wales. 

The native blacks of New South Wales are a people of very simple 
habits, .and few wants ; existing in their original state withont 
cloihing, and having in the southern and middle parts of the 
colony, no habitations beyond rude shelters formed for the night, or 
against rain, and subsisting on such food as they can obtain with 
ease in fine weather, in the wilds of th~ country, or along the coast, 
con1isting of kangaroos, opossums, emus, and other birds, with fish. 
grubs, roots, &c. 

In those parts of the colony in which the white population have 
taken possession of the lands, the kangaroos and emus, which were 
among the chief animals on which the blacks subsisted, have been 
generally destroyed, and the ground on which those animals fed is 
now depastured by the flocks and herds of the usurpers of the country, 
who have also iutcoduccd pro8igate habits among the blacks, that 
are rapidly wasting their race, some tribes of which have already 
become extinct, and others are on the verge of extermination. 

It is scarcely to be supposed that in the present day any persons 
of reflection will be found who will attempt to justify the measures 
adopted by the British, in taking possession of the territory of this 
people, who had <"Ommitted no offence .against our nation; but who, 
being without strength to repel invaders, had their lands usurped, 
without an attempt at purchase by treaty, or any offer of reasonable 
compensation, and a class of people introduced into their country. 
amongst which were many, both free and bond, who, regardless of 
law, and in great measure exempt from its operation by the remote
ness of their situation, practised appalling cruelties upon thia almoat 
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helpless race, And when any of the latter have retaliated, they have 
brought upon themselves the vengeance of British strength, by which 
beyond a doubt, many of the unoffending have been destroyed, along 
with those who had ventured to return a small measure of t.hese 
wrongs upon rheir white oppressors. 

Upon enry hand it is evident that a heavy responsibility has thas 
been brought upon the British nation, in which also the colonial 
go•emment is deeply involved, and that it is the bounden duty to 
make all the restitution in their power, by adopting efficient measures 
for the benefit of the aborigines of Australia, in affording them pro
tection and support, and in endeavouring to civilize and settle 
them. 

These desirable objects are however difficult to accomplish, in con
sequence or the wandering habits of the aborigines, and the few 
mofrres they have for attaching themselves to places where such 
means ran be made to bear upon them ; but it is to be observed thac 
1tockmen in all parts of the colony, by availing themselves of these few 
motives, prevail upon as many of the blacks as they wish for the 
assistance or the company of, to spend a large portion of their time at 
their stations, and in some instances permanently to remain with them. 

The blacks are universally·fond of bread, potatoes, and beef, and 
of tea highly sweetened ; and they soon acquire a liking for toba~co 
and spirits; they are also glad of better shelter in inclement weather, 
than that afforded by their own frail erections of bark ; and they 
soon become sensible of the comfort of clothing, thou~h on first 
being supplied with garments, they have no idea of takmg care ot 
them, and will often throw them off entirely when too warm 

The stockmen take advantage of these predilections, and thU8 
gain their objects ; and there seems no ground to doubt, that, if the 
1ame means were used so far as they could be with Christian pro
priety, ( which would necessarily avoid the use of spirituous liquors,) 
an influence might be produced upon the aborigines highly favourable 
to their civilization and settlement. 

I would therefore suggest, that the government should afford the 
means for supplying the blacks with food, clothing, and shelter, at 
all the missionary stations, where every black who chose to be there 
at the known meal-times, which should be at least three times a day, 
ahould be liberally supplied with wholesome and properly cooked • 
•ictuals, and that such as chose to remain for longer or shorter 
periods should be accommodated and clothed in su~h a way as to give 
them a taste for comfort. This is scarcely at all effected by the 
mere supply or blankets, distributed annuaMy to each of the blacks by 
the Government, as is the general practice in New South Wales, or 
by the donation of a little boiled wheat by the missionaries, as at 
Wellington Valley. In the first adoption of such a plan, a consider
able loss by want of care for articles of clothing oaght to be patiently 
borne, and the clothing should be considered as the property of the 
Government, and it ought to be of such a cha,r4cter as to be easily 
identified, in order to prevent its being cpurehaseil ,~ , the blacks, 
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lnllllY of whom, it is also to be observed, have a great objection to 
wear such u is the common garb of prisoners in the colony. 

At each of these stations provision ought also to be made for 
the board, clothing, and education of any children that the aborigines 
might be disposed to leave for longer or shorter periods, for instruc
tion, as it is chiefly upon the children that the most decided imprtt· 
1ion of civilization may be expected to be made. 

Encouragement should likewise be held out to othe_r persons to 
engage in this work of benevolence, ( who ought to be liberally 
provided for by the Government,) until a sufficient number e1f 
1tations be occupied to afford the assistance and protection needed 
by the whole aboriginal population, who by these means would be 
drawn away from towns, and from the habitations of settlers and 
stockmen, where they are now debased and demoralized. 

To prevent colli~ion with settlers in the time of the maize-harvest 
the black ought to be liberally supplied at that season with maize 
in the slate in which they so much like it, as now to induce them 
to steal from the fields. 

No work ought to be exacted from the aborigines for a consider
able period ; oor at all, except in assisting on the establishments at 
euch labour as might be made to oppear to them to be reasonable ; 
but every encouragement of industry should be held out to them, 
by rewarding their labour, perhaps, chiefly by payments in money, 
in order to teach them its use and value; but only in cases where 
they might be willing to lay it out in suitable things, a store of which 
sl1ould be kept on each of the stations for the purpose; and as soon 
as any of them might be disposed to cultivate land for themselves, 
or in other ways to adopt settled and civilized habits, they ought 
to receive encouragement to do so, by the a1lotment of portions of 
land, or other suitahle means ; and no discouragement in the pursuit 
of the desired object ought to be given way to, either by the 
Government, or the parties employed by it, in consequence of occa
sional or frequent disappointments, even if for some time, at first, 
these should occasionally threaten the forsaking of some of the 
establishments by the blacks. 

Every person employed in this service should be regarded as a 
servant of the Government in this description of labour, and should 
be pllid a11 such; and where it might be combined with religious 
instruction, should, on the part of the Government, be regarded u 
gratuitous: yet every individnnl engaged in this service should be 
expected religiously to fulfil his various duliea bt'fore God and man, 
in this work of benevolence and humanity. 

The expense of carrying into operation such a plan as is thus 
briefly sketched, would obviously be considerable ; but seeing the 
state to which the blacks are ~educed, and the vast pecuniary advan
tage deri\·cJ hy the whites from the possession of their soil, the ex
pense ought not to stand in the way of the amelioration of their 
condition, especially when it may be amplI provided for out. of the 
proceeds of the Government sales ofrthe,,ve 4?&~l<which were the 
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natural possession of the blacks, and lo which their right has been 
only questioned by a foe too powt:rful for them to contend or to 
argue with. 

The priority of claim for the benefit of the blacks upon the funds 
arising from the sale of lan<ls by the Government of New South 
Wales, to whatever extent may be required for their benefit, must, I 
conceive, be admitted by every person who regar<ls equity or common· 
justice. I therefore trust I shall not be counted as improperly inter
fering in a political question in thus plainly yet Tespectfully urging it; 
seeing it is in the cause of humanity and on behalf of the oppressed, 
-of a people who require to have justice done them speedily or the 
opportunity will be gone for ever, and the unmitigated guilt before 
God, of their extermination, be fixed irreme<liably upon the British 
nation and its Australian <lescendants. 

Hobarton, Van Diemen's Land, 
26th of-&th month, 1837, 

JAHE:8 BAC.ltHOUSE, 

To Major General Richard Bourke, K. C. B., Goveriwr in Chief of 
New South Wales. 

On a subject so deeply important aa that which suggests mean■ for 
rescuing from destruction an entire race of human beings, such as the 
aborigines of Australia, I trust the Governor will not deem me intru
sive in giving expression to my individual concurrence in the viewa 
submitted by my friend James Backhouse, in the accompanying com
munication. Having share<l with him in the opportunities he has had 
in ascertaining the real condition of these unhappy people, I have 
been forcibly struck with their deep moral and physical degradation. 

The encroachments of Europeans have curtailed their meant of 
subsistence, and consequently augmente<l the misery of the blacks; 
and the vices that have been grafted on their native habits, through 
association with Europeans, have not only contributed to this end, 
but have also sunk them considerably below their former level in the 
scale of morals. A fearful responsibility, therefore, lies at the door 
of the British occupiers of the soil, a responsibility which it must be 
their interest to discharge in such manner as to relieve them from 
the weight of Divine displeasure, whirh must inevitably rest on the 
head of injustice and oppression. The prnctical effects of this dis
pleasure are already apparent in the evils entailed on. the white 
population from collision with the blacks; one of the most appalling 
and extensive of these is the number of victims to vice and disease 
who constantly crowd the hospitals of the interior, solely from this 
cause, suffiriently demonstrating that the oppressors and the oppressed 
are liable to be involved in the same rommon ruin, though the pre-
po nderance of guilt is greatly on the side obf h a , er, 

lJ1g1t1zed y C.: 



Aware of the feelings of interest entertained by the Governor on 
behalf of the aborigines of Australia, I am not without hope that 
the measure■ now suggested, or others promising to be equally 
efficient that may hereafter be devised, will at no distant period be 
carried into effect. 

Hobarton, Van Diemen's Land, GEORGE WASHINGTON WAX.JtEL 
261..b of 4th mont..b, 1837, 

E.rtract, from ·a Letter to T/,oma, F. Buzton, rupecting tlic 
Aborigine, of Atutralia. 

George W aahington Walker and myself, having accomplished our 
visit to the Australian Colonies, I incline to submit to thy notice a 
few remarks upon the relative situations of the native blacks and the 
European population of those territories, and upon their course of 
conduct toward each other, which, in many respects, according to my 
apprehension, require the serious attention of the British nation, and 
in an especial degree that of the British Government. 

I do not in the least doubt the good intention of the British 
Government, in declaring that the native inhabitants of the British 
colonies should be regarded as British subjects, and should have the 
protection of British la,vs ; and though I do not see the justice of 
trying these people by our laws, because they happen to be inhabi
tants of territories that have been taken possession of in the name 
of the Sovereign of our country, on principles that neither Christianity 
nor justice can defend, especially when the fact is also taken into 
account, that these native tribes never signified by a public act their 
recognition of British authority; and that many of their customs are 
contrary to the very spirit of our laws; yet I am satisfied that if 
the protection designed were actually extended to this portion of our 
race, and they could be persuaded to recognize British authority, 
both in their conduct toward the European inhabitants of the 
colonies and one toward another, their happiness would be 
materially increased, and they would live in much greater safety 
than they now do, not only with respect to the white people, but also 
with regard to those of their own nlltion. 

The fact is, however, that practically the professed recognition of 
the aborigines of Australia as British subjects is, with but little 
exception, a mere nulli1y1 as regards their protection from outrage by 
the white . inhabitants, while they are made to feel keenly the 
vengeance of British power, in case they commit depredations upon 
the invaders of their country, or _attempt to avenge their own 
wrongs. 

Under the most favourable circumstances it must be evident that 
it would be very difficult for the blacks of Australia to avail 
themselves of the protection of British 0J~w. ~~~e no money. 
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ere unacquainted with the English language, and are generally re
mote from courts of justice; but a complete barrier is placed againat 
their availing themaelves of this protection, by the refusal of their 
eYidence, on the grounds that neither the British nor the colonial 
laws make any provision for its reception on affirmation, and that it 
.cannot be received on oath because they are heathen■. This is their 
1itu■ tion in all the Australian colonies, though in a few instanCt's in 
New South Wales, in which their evidence was of great importance to 
the white inhabitants, individuals have been put under a course of 
instruction to prepare them to be admitted as witnesses on oath ; 
yet such a process is evidently inadequate to the necessity of the 
blacks as a body. In South Australia where a good feeling exists 
toward the aborigines, the subject of receiving their evidence on 
affirmation was gaining some attention when we visited that colony, 
and if such a conrse were encouraged by the home Government it 
wou-ld, I believe, be readily adopted. 

In New South Wales the white population is rapidly extending 
itself over new territories, and in these remote situations there is 
atrong ground to believe that the blacks are often wantonly de
stroyed, as was formerly the case in the older settlements. In case 
,of I.heir committing depredations upon the herds of settlers, or of 
their having- killed any white inhabitants, parties of military have 
often been sent after them, and there has been an indiscriminate 
slaughter of the blacks, there is reason to apprehend in many in-
1tances, without proper care having been taken first to investigate 
into the nature of the cases, which would generally have been found 
to have been attended with circumstances of an extenuating character 
on the side of the blacks ; and is it not irrational to expect the un
civilized natives to abandon the practice of retaliation while they 
cannot be heard in their own defence in a court of justice. 

In cases of the death of blacks by violent or suspicious means, 
I am not iuvare of any instance of investigation into the circumstances 
by coroners or other inquest, having taken place in any of the 
Australian colonies; but cases have come to our knowledge in which 
we have every reason to believe, that had such a procedure taken 
place, the verdict must have been wilful murder, in some instances 
against persons well known, and in others unknown. Nevertheless, 
in one or two cases, a white man has been tried for the murder of a 
black in New Souih Wales, and also, in one solitary instance, at 
Swan River; but these are exceptions to the general rule, 

I may also notice, that at Swan River persons have been subjected 
to great contumely, in consequence of pleading the cause of the 
blacks, and exposing the atrocities committed upon them. Among 
such may be enumerated Robert M. Lyon, now Professor of Greek 
and English classics, in the College of Port Louis, in this island ; 
and Dr. Giustiniani, late missionary at Swan River, under the 
auspices of the Western Australian Missionary Society; who was 
one of our fellow-passengers from Swan River to the Mauritius, and 
whoee evidence of illustrative facts ~~\®60'~cattention. 
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The boon proposed by the Briti■h Government to be conferred 
upon the natives of Western Australia, in compensation for the 
occupation of their lands, was civilization. But what has been done 
toward this object? These natives are a docile and intelligent 
people, some of their tribes have become hewers of wood and drawers 
of water to the settlers ; but even these blacks still remain in such a 
state of absolute barbarism, that, in the towns of Perth and Freeman
tle, they are not only to be seen daily in the streets in a state of perfect 
nudity, but they come into the settlers' houi<es in the same condition; 
or if they have on a garment of skins, it is generally smeared, like 
their persons, with red-ochre and grease, and is freq:iently thrown 
only over the back, or one sho11lder : none of them wear EuropPan
clothing, except one man at King George's l:ionnd, and pos,ibly 
another or two in some other part of the colony ; they also occasion
ally fight, and not uufrequently ~pear one another, even in the midst 
of the towns. Nothing, in faet, worth mentioning, has been done 
for their civilization or protection, either by the settlers or by the 
Government ; notwithstanding a paid magistrate, under the appella
tion of Government Resident is placed in every district of the colony, 
one of the duties of whom is to act as protector to the aborigines; 
but, I doubt whether almost an individual case of their exerting 
themselves in this department of their duty is to be found; but not 
so, in assisting the white population Against the blacks, when the 
latter have been rendered desperate by the former. 

It is very easy to take up a case in the middle, and to make an 
attack of retaliation appear one of unprovoked aggression, and by 
not following out the detail, to give an indiscriminote slaughter, that 
would not have been deemed justifiable toward an armed banditti 
of murderous robbers in one of the penal colonies, the character of a 
necessary chastisement; so as even to obtain a despatch of thanks 
from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, who would probably 
have taken a different view of the subject had he been made ac
quainted with all the particulars. 

I could never obtain by inquiry in Western Australia such infor
mation as to satisfy myself that the proceeding towards the Murray 
River blacks, at Pinjarra, was justifiahle. 

I do not, however, think that either the Government of Western 
Australia or the settlers in that colony, are in possession of pecuni• 
ary means to make a systematical attempt at civilizing the natives, 
or have persons among them calculated to superintend such a work ; 
but the aborigines have a strong claim upon the benevolence of the 
British nation. 

The interpreter for the blacks at Perth has a salary of only 251. 
a year for his services ; he is n well-disposed young man, with a wife 
and rising family, for whose subsistence he has daily to labour. 

Funds for the civilization of the blacks cannot yet be raised hy 
the sale of lands in Western Australia. No government sales are 
effe~lcd, except they be of small parcels of land, under some extra
ordmary circumstances ; the minimum nrice of er. fi and being 5s. 

--b1~t1zed by '-.::JUI l 
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per acre, while the best grants of sheep-land that were formerly 
made to settlers in the interior, (and there is no land calculated for 
sheep or cattle near the coast 11t Swan .River,) when sold recently by 
private contract, brought only from ls. 6d. to 2s. 6d. an acre! 11nd 
such is the character and state of the country, that there is land 
plenty to be had at the lower of these prices. 

It is quite clear that the native tribes of Western Australia, from 
Swan River to King George's Sound, recognize their distinct 
hunting-grounds as the private property of the different families, 
and that the boundaries are distinctly defined; but these family 
groups do not appear to be led by chiefs. 

With regard to the provision intended to be made for 1he blacks 
of South Australia, I think it good in principle, but the proposed 
mode of carrying it out will be found disadvantageous in practice. 
To reserve a fiflh of every section of land sold, for the blacks, and 
to leave the selection of this fifth to a future period, would cause the 
blacks, for some considerable time, to be left as a burden upon every 
estate, which would be most undesirable. If, instead of this, every 
fifth section were to be reserved for them, or where persons wished 
to purchase more than four sections in one place, if the reserve were 
of a piece one fifth the size of the purchased quantity, and immedi
ately contiguous to it, selected by the Prottttor, I believe the plan 
would work much better. 

No inconvenience is to be apprehended in a new colony from the 
reserved lands lying waate for a few years ; this would rather be a 
public benefit, and the certain progressive increase in the value of 
land, in a country like South Australia, would secul'e sufficient funds 
for the civilization and settlement of the natives. 

From time to time, as the funds, or even as the convenience of 
the colony might require it, portions of this land might be sold 
under the sanction of the Resident Commissioner and the Protector 
of the A boriginea, jointly with the" concurrence o( the committee ap• 
pointed from among the settlers to co-operate with the Protector 1 
and the proceeds of such land might be advantageously invested, or 
applied for the support, or in promotion of the civilization of the 
blacks, who ought to be settled among the white population as early 
as they may become prepared to engage themselves as servants, or 
to settlers aa agriculturists, &c. 

I did not learn, when in South Australia, that the fifth part of the 
proceeds oftbe thousand town-acrell of Adelaide had been invested 
for the use of the blacks, but I cannot say that this has not been 
done; it i■ a point that ought lo be carefully watched, lest the bene
volent measures proposed in the establishment of this new and in
teresting colony should end in proposition, and the poor blacks be 
left out of the question, 

It is, however, but justice to the inhabitanta of Adelaide to say, 
that though they have been in South Australia so short a time, the 
llative population already exhibit more indication of civilized habits, 
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the evident result of an interest taken in their welfare, than those of 
Western Australia, among whom the British population hue resided 
nine years. • 

The Government of New South Wales is making an interesting 
experiment at Port Philip, in monhalling some of the adult abori
gines as a field-police, under the command of one of the white inhabi
tants, and in the establishment of a missionary station near Mel
bourne, at which the blacks may recei,e clothing, be rewarded for 
labour, and have their male children educated ; and it is to be 
hoped that they may also carry it out, by eatablishing another station 
near Geelong, for the instruction of the females. There are likewise, 
under the auspices of the New South Wales Government, missionary 
~1ations at Moreton Bay, Wellington Valley, and Lake Macquarie; 
but what are these among the widely diffused aboriginal population of 
Australia T 

I conclude thou mayest have seen our letters to General Bourke on 
the state of the aborigines of New South Wales, to these I refer thee 
for our views respecting them. 

It is scarcely necessary to say any thing on the subject of the 
aborigines of Van Diemen's Land, as they are reduced to a mere 
handful, and have scarcely a dozen children among them to 
continue their race. They are provided for by the Van Diemen's 
Land Government, and are reported to be making good progress 
in knowledge and in civilized habits, under the care bestowed upon 
them. 

In conclusion, I would commend the aborigines of Australia, 
and their claims upon the British nation, to thy special regard ; 
and express the hope that the British Government may not esta• 
blish any more colonies and settlements in Australia, without first 
taking the C'llre that rommon justice and humanity both toward 
the European and the native population demand, respecting the 
rights and civilization of the laiter; and the neglect of which, 
in the older Australian colonies, bas occasioned much oppression, 
suffering, and bloodshed ; and bu incurred expenses in defending 
the Europeans far more than sufficient to have discharged the 
claims of justice and humanity toward the aborigines ; and to 
have rendered them happy and useful subjects of the British 
empire. 

I remain, very respectfully, thy Friend, 
Port Louis, Mauritius, JAMES BACXHOUIE, 

16th of3rd mo., 1838. 

Jl!ND OP PART V. 

---·---
Han·ey &nd Danoa, Pru, ... , G llldl Scnoc.[ 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE LETTERS, &c. 

VOYAGE FROM AUSTRALIA TO THE MAURITIUS. 

11 th 2nd mo. 1838. (First-day.) On shipboard, with the expecta
~ion of sailing hourly. Much nnsettlement prevailed from persons pass
mg backward and forward between the vessel and the shore. The 
captain and harbour-master did not come off' till evening, when seve
ral other persons also came, who had claims upon the seamen for 
"grog," drank at public-houses in the town, where they had been 
freely plied with spirits, contrary to law, often when in a state of 
intoxication. The men, however, acknowledged the debts as just, 
and they were therefore paid by the captain, on behalf of his men, 
into the hands of the harbo11r-111as1er. Some altercation took place 
between two of the passengers and tin:! harbour-master, in conse
quence of the latter claiming the certificates of leave to depart from 
the colony, granted them by the Colonial Secretary, which was at 
length settled by the harbour-master giving them attested copies of 
the documents. This is the only Australian colony that requires 
such certificates to be produced for the clearance of the vessel ; and 
as the Colonial Secretary cannot know much of the affairs of private 
individuals, they are regarded by some as mere pretexts for obtain
ing fees. The guarantee of a local magistrate is, however, of the 
same force; and as my companion and myself, not having regarded 
ourselves as more than casual visitors in Western Australia, had 
not provided ourselves with such documents, we understood that 
Richard M•Bride Brown, the Governor, resident at Freemantle, had 
volnntarily performed the friendly office of becoming guarantee for 
us, as he had also-for another passenger. We had some satisfactory 
Scripture reading in the cabin after breakfast, and furnished a 
coloured American sailor, who was casually on board, with some 
tracts, for which he had before made application. In the midst of 
the prevalent unsettlement I. felt it to be indeed a privilege to be 
able to retire in heart to the gift of God, and to Him who giveth 
to drink of the " living water, which springeth up unto everlasting 
life." 

12th 2nd mo. Toward noon we got under sail, having previously 
hadvisits from a young officer, named Forsyth, and from Captain 
Harding, of the Pelorus, and from several persons on shore. 
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As the shores of Australia receded from my view I was fa\·oured 
to feel clear of them, and thRnkful that I had been enabled, while 
possessing a fair share of health and vigour, to discharge a debt of 
Christian love toward the inhabitants of these regions, for whom, 
both aboriginal and European, I have felt much solicitude. As oc
casion offors, I must still plead for the former; and the lnttcr are not 
to be forgotten: their peculiRr situation, and generRl defect of reli
gious principle, demand the care and sympatl1y of the Christian public. 

14th 2nd mo. The wind has been favourable from the time we 
sailed. We passed a reef not laid down in the chart, in laL 28° :io" 
south, long. 110° SB" rast. 

15th 2nd mo. The wind fair, and so hiisk as sometimes to im
pel us along at ten knots an hour. Several of the seamen are 
suffering from wounds resulting from injuries, or from boils conse
quent upon their excessive inebriety. The men who drank hard 
have scarcely any decent clothing, or even sufficient of any kind for 
a change. The captain says that the carpenter, who is a sober 
Frenchm1m, has nearly as many clothes as the whole of the 
other seamen put together. Mutton-birds are numerous, and 
have been so ever since we sailed. They are the only animals I han 
seen beyond the boundaries of our little vessel, which was once a 
Berwick smack ; but her mast was removed, and two smaller ones, 
rigged as a brigatine, substituted. She is about one hundred and 
forty-seven tons. 

16th 2nd mo. Making rapid progren. Nothing to be seen but 
the sky, a little diversified by clouds, and the blue, undulating ocean, 
here and there whitened by foam, from the top of the swelling surge. 

18th 2nd mo. (First-day.) In the forenoon, such of the paasen
gers as were of ability, assembled under the awning on the quarter
deck, along with the captain aml mate. The seamen were also in
vited, but did not accept the invitation. G. W. Walker read a 
portion of Scripture, and, after a time of silence, we both had some
thing to communicate in the line of mini~try, in counsel, and warn• 
ing; dwelling also on the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, and inviting 
our auditory to a participation therein. The restlessness of some 
of our company was such as is often exhibited by those who are un
willing to believe the unwelcome truth, that they are without the 
root of religion in themselves; but others in this little congregation 
l1ave some sense of Divine truth, whose company is pleasant., We 
entered the torrid zone. Toward noon a mutton-bird and a tropic
bird were seen, probably from the proximity of the Tyra) Rocks. 
Flying-fish have been seen for a few days paat. 

23d 2nd mo. A heavy swell from the southward indicated a 
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strong gale having prevailed in that quarter. The wind still mode
rate with us. 

25th 2nd mo. (First-day) Such of the passengers as were able 
again assembled for religious purposes on the quarter-deck. Two 
of the seamen were also present. A portion of Scripture was read 
and some other vocal exercises engaged in. The breeze freshened 
so as again to impel us along at a rapid rate. 

1st 3rd mo. The sea awfully grand. The heavy sprays that 
broke in upon the deck rendered it necessary to batten down the 
hatch by whirla the large cabin Is lighted; but a sea, which struck 
the vessel in the evening, and pressed her greatly down, the water _ 
rushing backward end forward with violence, almost knee-deep, 
started the battens, and came below with such force as to knock 
Thomas Mellish off his sear. We took our meals by lamp-light, in 
such places as afforded the best opportunity of preserving ourselve11 
from being thrown down. Through all we were mercifully pre
served by the tender compassion of Him " who commundeth the 
wind and the sea, and they obey Him." 

2nd 3rd mo. A billow in the 11ct of breaking, took our little 
vessel on the broadside, and rolled her nearly on her beam-ends, so 
that she shipped much water 0\'er her lea-side. The lurch was so 
deep as to cause the water, that found its way down the hatch in the 
middle of the vessel, to pass through the trellis-work of the door of the 
mate's side-cabin, and into his berth. The steward was thrown out 
of his berth on the windward side! We were all, however, pre
serve<! from serious accident; as was also my dear friend G. W. W. 
afterward, when, from a lurch of the vessel, he was thrown backward 
clown the companion, and T. M. who nnrrowly escaped being 
pitched overboard. A tropic-bird was seen to-day, being the first 
of the feathered-tribe since the 18th ult, 

3rd 3rd mo. A current, probably raised by the late gale, unex
pectedly set us to the northward, at the rate of about two miles and 
a half per hour ; this, with the prevalence of clouds and rain, in the 
direction of Rodrigues prevented our seeing that i~land distinctly. 
We passed to the northward of it, and its proximity was also indi
cated by three man-of-war birds, some mutton-birds, end a few 
tropic-birds: the last of which have the long feathers of their tails 
white, and may possibly be specifically distinct from those inhabit
ing Norfolk Island, which have the long feathers red. Heavy 
showers fell to-day. 

,4th 3rd mo. (First-d::iy.) We again assembled on the quarter
deck, and had some religious service. Only one of the seamen 
was present. Most of them are extremely profiigatQ.men, willingly 
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ignorant of those things that it is the duty of every mnn to be ac
quainted with, and ready to ridicule any who wi!!ely turn away from 
iniquity. A barque to the northward, and a ship to the southward, 
that seemed to be bo1rnd to the Ise of France, were in sight most of 
the day. 

6th 3rd mo. The early part of the day was calm ; a favourable 
light breeze sprung up in the afternoon. Few birds in view to-c.lay. 

Arrival at the Mauritius. 

7th Srd mo. At dawn of day Round Island was descried on the 
larboard quarter, at five or six leagues distance, anc.1 soon after the 
mountains of the Mauritius. The current had set us so far to the 
northward as to render it necesEary to pass outside of all the small 
islands that lie to the nonhward of the Mauritius. The low land on 
the northern extremity of the main island, the Isle of France, or the 
Mauritius, looked greener than any portion of the Australian regions 
that we had seen. In passing it we had an interesting view of its 
sugar-plantations and the dwellings of their inhabitants, comprising 
the houses of the proprietors and huts of their labourers, &c. Cocoa 
and cabbage-palms were distinguishable among the tree~, and the 
towering and grotesque mountain-ranges in the back-ground, among 
which the celebrated Peter Botte was very conspicuous, gave the 
whole a very picturesque appearance. About three o'clock in the 
afternoon we were favoured to come safely into the harbour of Port 
Louis, having taken a pilot on boord before entering, and seen a ship 
and two brigantines sail out, The number of vessclR lying here is 
considerable. The boats plying about, manned by Coolies, Lascars, 
Negroes, and other men of colour, give the harbour a very foreign 
appearance. 

After the usual visit from the colonial surgeon several of our 
company went on shore. The town of Port Louis is considerable, 
containing S0,000 inhabitants; it is situated in a cove of the mountains. 
The streets are rather narrow, but laid out at right angles. Many of 
the houses are of wood and are painted, their roofs steep and shin
gled, with little pinnacles at the extremities of the ridges, others are of 
hewn basalt, and some have flat roofs. The streets are macadam
ized, and maay of them have acacias and tamarinds along their 
sides, and in the couns in front of the houses are cocoa and date
palms, Indian-fig, ( banyan,) and many other trees intermixed with 
a great variety of gay shrubs. A large proportion of the inhabi
tants are Creoles, or blacks. After walking about for some time 
and making fruitless· inquiry for lodgings, we returned on bonrd, 
thankful, I trust, for the many mercies bestowed upon us. While 
on shore I obtained a glass for my watch, which cost four sbilliogs, 
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the former one, which wns very thick, had its margin bitten off by 
the expansion of the metal, when we came into on intertropical cli
mate. The pilot who brought us into port remained on board for the 
purpose of mooring the vessel in the morning: lie talks about his 
religion, being, I suppose, nominally a Homan Catholic; curses and 
takes the Divine name in vain; exhibits great contempt for the co
loured population; says he would not sit at table with one, though he 
acknowledges having a creole son ; and that he shoulcl be glad to see 
another war ! How great is the inconHistency of man ! and how 
blind are the servants of Satan, even fancying themselves Chris
tians and servants of the living God, while living in open sin! 

8th 3rd mo. We returned on shore and called on Ed ward Chap
man, who welcomed us with much kindness. His business is in 
town, but bis residence a few miles off. • We engaged quarters at 
lfassey's-hotel, the only decent one in the place, at three dollars 
{lwelve 11hillings) a day each, for lodging (havmg each a comfortable 
bed-room) and hoard at the table d'hote, consisting of a breakfast, at 
nine o'clock, and a dinner at half-past five, in French style, of a great 
variety of small dishes of meat and vegetables ; tea, coffee, and 
Burgundy wine. The last is the common drink of the place, when 
diluted with water; it resembles weak acid claret, and ia a beverage 
adapted to the climate. 

The lower rooms of this hotel are floored with marble, the stairs 
and floors of the upper rooms painted dark red, and rubbed bright, 
u is a common custom hen•, the rubbing being chiefly performed 
with the foot and a brush, or half a cocoa-nut with the husk on ; the 
walls are papered, and the house is three stories high. The beds are 
covered with muslin mosquito-curtains, a useful precaution to persona 
who are liahle to suffer from being bitten by mosquitos, as, from 
the heat, it is necessary to sleep with the windows open, and these in
sects are numerous. Most of the day was spent in getting our lug
gage on shore, much of which having hecn inspected on the wharf, 
we were allowed to bring to our lodgings; some of the rest, contain
ing books, stores, &c. liable to duty, when landed for merchandize, 
were left in the custom-house until we should make a special appli
cation to the Governor for leave to land them free of this impost. In 
the evening, which was ,ery warm, I walked to an open grassy 
plain behind the town, called the Champ de Mars; it is bordered by 
several villas, that is, houses of genteel appearance, built in a style 
much like that often exhibited in picturesque views on.the continent 
of Europe. The foot-paths in Port Louis are oupported by basaltic 
curb-stones. 

9th 3rd mo. Accompanied by Edward Chapman we _called upon 
the Colonial Secretary (Captain Geo. F. Dick,) who received us po
liti:ly, read so,ne of our certificates, :-in<l offered to arrange for our 
seeing the Governor, in the beginning of next week, to enable us to 

Digitized by Google 



8 

pay our respects to him, and to apply for leave to introduce our 
books, &c. free of duty. 

10th 3rd mo. At an early hour I walked to the citadel, a 
strong fortification overlooking the town, and from which there 
is a delightful view of Port Louis and the adjacent country, 
bounded on one side by the sea, and on the other by the ir
regular basaltic hills, which rise to about 2000 feet. On the foot of 
the mountain, opposite to the battery, there is an extensive settle
ment of free creoles and blacks of the lower classes, who live in small 
detached cottages, and on the top of the same mountain is the signal
station connected with the shipping. A number of prisoners are 
employed at the citadel, which is not yet completed. After break
fast we were introduced to a pious Independent, who holds an office 
in the custom-house, and to a pious yonng officer of the royal artil
lery. R. Lyon showed us over the College Royal, in which he fills 
the office of professor of English and Greek ; here there are about 
two hundred pupils, who are receiving a valuable course of instruc
tion. The premises are of wood, and in a very dilapidated state, 
not creditable to the colonial government. R. L. took a very 
commendable interest in the welfare of the aborigines of W estem 
Australia, when resident in that colony. In his views respecting 
their capacity for amelioration he had strong prejudices to contend 
with, some of which, it is to be regretted, remain to this day; and in 
defending their cause he subjected himself to the great displeasure of 
many of the settlers : he is now engaged in a correspondence with 
the Government on the low state of morals in the inhabitants of this 
colony, the major part of whom are living in a state·of immorality, 
and on the folly of imposing Popery upon a people, who, though no
minally Roman Catholics, despise the superstitions of the Papal 
Church, under which, and the influence of slavery, they have 
deeply run into licentiousness ; but who are still willing to hearken 
to the voice of unsophisticated Christianity. Public sales and open 
markets are held here on First-days, when also the military band 
plays on the Champ de Mars for the amusement of the people. The 
band is also allowed to attend the theatre. Thus by imposing Po
pish superstitions, by encouraging a disregard of the proper objects 
of the day set apart for the worship of God, nnd by promoting vain 
amusements among the people, the Government itself may be 
charged with contributing to their demoralization and degra
dation. 

In the evening we accompanied Edward Chapman in his phaeton 
to his residence at Plain Wilhelms, about seven miles from Port 
Louis, across the Grand River, and behind the mountain-ranges, at 
several hundred feet above the level of the sea, and consequently in a 
cooler climate than the town. The road is macadamized with basalt, 
and bordered with tamarind, mango-trees: &c., it was crowded with 
people, among whom were many Hindoos and MaJabars; and also 
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with blllt'ks and creoles just emerging from slavery; many of them 
were returning from washing and other labours, M11ch of the coun
try in this direction is not cultivated, but is covered with trees, 
shrubs, and atones. Other parts are occupied with houses, and 
with huts of the coloured population, and with fields of manioc, 
cultivated for the sake of its esculent root, and of sugar-cane; 
the fields are bordered with pandanu11 utilis, the leave, of which 
are used for making sugar-bags, and with agave Americana, 
and fourcroeagigantea, large plants of aloe-like foliage, that have 
been used for fences, but have become naturalized, as ha1 also 
opuntia ficus Indies, under the same circumstances. The ravine of 
the Grand River is very beautiful, being deep and thickly clothed 
with trees and shrubs, among which· the rocks emerge. E. Chap
man's house is a pleasant and genteel mansion, iri an agreeable situ
ation. The character of the population lately in slavery in this island, 
is said to be generally good, some fears are however expressed as to 
their competence to take care of themselves when they become free, they 
having been accustomed to a very dependent life, and to have all their 
necessarie1 provided for them. Though some inconvenience may at 
first be felt from this cause, it will probably not be found so great in 
practice u in theory. Further acquaintance with the state of the 
population lately in slavery, proves that their moral state is very 
low, and if possible that of their proprietors, to whom they are now 
apprentices, still lower; and also that they are subjected, even in thia 
relaxed state of bondage, to grievous oppression,, their time being in
fringed upon, and the provision . made for them being in many io
a&ances far short of their necessities, 

11th Srd mo. (First-day.) We were presenl at tl1e usual morning 
devotions in E. Chapman's family, which are according to the forms 
oftbe Episcopal Church, and are often consequently, though well in
tended, quite unsuited in the expression to the state of the persona 
who use Lhe form of prayer, &c. and necessarily, in such cases, form
ing oo parl of that worship of the Father which is in spirit and ill 
truth. We afterward explained to E. C., who appears Tery 
desirous to promote the spiritual welfare of his family, our mo
tives fur not uniting in devotional attitudes on such occuion1, and 
pointed out the disunction belween reading the devotional exercises 
of others as a mean, of religious instruction, and accompanying IUCh 
reading by kneeling or other devotional attitudes, involving an open 
ackoowledgment of adopting them as our own. Two young men 
from the town 'lrere also present in the forenoon, while E. C. 
read the service of the Anglican Episcopal Church, after which I 
asked for an opportunity to express the Christian interest I felt on be
half of the assembled company. This was readily granted, and I 
was enabled to direct their attention to the vital part of religion, 
commenting on the pac;sage, " The life is more than meat, and the 
body than raiment," and showing that this is true, not only in re-
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spect of the body, but in respect also to the soul, The remainder of 
the day was spent in reading, conversation, private retirement, and 
in the cool of the evening in walking with E. Chapman along the 
01argin of the ravine of the Grande Riviere, which has severaJ 
branches in deep chasms,. exhibiting on their precipitous sides a fine 
mixture of wood and rock scenery, and some fine cascades in their 
course. In some of these ravines parties of maroons, which would 
be called in Australia bush-rangers, persons here who may probably 
have escaped from the iron hand of oppression, are occasionally 
found inhabiting caves, in which they have eluded the vigilance of 
the police for many years: they live by depredation upon the serds 
and crops of the colonists, but are not dreaded as assassins. On 
the opposite side of the ravine of the Grande Riviere ar.e several 
houses, one of which, called Reduite, is the country-residence of the 
Governor. The mountains called the Pouce and Pet.er Bot form the 
boundary of this imposing scene. 

12th Srd mo. After breakfast we returned to town with 
E. Chapman, and according to appointment called upon the 
Colonial Secretary, who introduced us to Sir William Nicolay, the 
Governor of Mauritius and the numerous little islands which are 
its dependencies, aome of which are nearly 1,500 miles distant. Tbe 
Governor received us courteously, and read my certificate from the 
yearly meeting of ministers a11d ciders. We presented to him a 
petition to be allowed to land our books, &c. free of duty, which he 
signified his intention to take into consideration, Much of the day 
was occupied in writing. We took tea with Robert Reeves and his 
wife, and their sister Grace Reeves, in company with John Le Bnm 
and George Clark, ( who are connected with the schools of the Mico 
Charity for the children of the emancipated slaves,) David Johns, 
and David Jones, both of the Madagascar mission, Colonel Jones, (a 
pious military officer,) and his wife, and Dr. L. and Marie Magdalen 
Guistiniani. With this little company of Christians of various deno
mim1tions and measures of light and experience we spent a pleasant 
evening. The visit was closed by George Clark reading a chapt~r 
of Isaiah, and a devout prayer uttered by David Johns, subsequently 
to which I addressed the company, acknowledging the sense of the 
Divine presence, and extending encouragement to them, in con
nexion with the revival of the passage, "Fear not, little flock, it is 
your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom." Robert 
Reeves is one of the seals of theGospel labours of our old acquaint
ance George Rand, formerly a merchant of Hobarton, now of the 
Cape of Good Hope; Ann Reeves and her sister-in-law have charge 
of the infant school. 

J 8th 3rd mo. We breakfasted with Lieutenants Turner and 
Fyers, pious young officers of the royal engineers; they tell us 
that religious principle bas so spread, that they can reckon forty 
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officers under its influence in the same corps. It is interesti■g to 
mark the diversities of administrations, but the same Lord, as well 
as the difference of operations, but the same Spi1it. We re
ceived a call from John Le Brun, with whom, and his family we 
took tea, in company with the same persons we met last evening, and 
some additions, among whom were T. Kelsey and his wife. The 
evening was again pleasantly spent, and ,ns crowned by the loving 
kindness of the Lord, in an opportunity of the same kind as that we 
we1·e favoured with yesterday. 

14th 3rd mo. Iri company with Lieutenant Jones we ascended 
the signal-mountain at an early hour. The view commanded by 
this eminence, which is nine hundred and ninety-six feet high, is 
•ery fine, comprising the town, a considerable extent of low country, 
several mountain-ranges, and a great expanse of ocean. We con
tinued our walk along this narrow basaltic ridge for about half a 
mile; the soil is good, producing grass and bushes, even in the 
interstices between the rocks. 

15th 3rd mo. Before breakfast I walked into the woody country 
on the ascent of the mountains behind Port Louis. Rain began to 
filll again before I reached the hotel, and continued through the day, 
,vith violent squalls and heavy showers, so that the shipping was put 
into snug trim, by striking their topmasts, sending down their yards, 
&c., lest the issue should be a hurricane; but the weather became 
suddenly settled in the night, by a discharge of electric fluid, ac
companied by loud thunder. In the course of the day several 
persons called upon us, and I accompanied Robert Reeves to visit a 
native of Malabar, residing in Malabar Town, which is closely 
contiguous to Port Louis, and who was ill. This individual speaks 
English, and professes Christianity, but had taken cold when Gut 
shooting on First-day I The precept, "He that regardeth a day 
regardeth it unto the Lord," being little observed in this island, in 
which the infidel wreck ofpopery is mistaken for Christianity, and is 
that which in the place of religion pervades a large majority of the 
population. This wreck, if left to itself, would probably die away, 
and give place to that which has more of the life of the Gospel in it; 
but it is to be regretted that by the help of government salaries and 
patronage, the priests, who are generally despised by the people, are 
enabled to make great efforts to embue the people with the supersti
tions and prejudices of Popery. I am no friend to the abridgment of 
civil liberties on aecount of differences of religious principle; but I 
see a material distinction between the Government abridging privi
leges and affording pecuniary aid to support a system ; and I am 
fully persuaded that true r~ligion would thrive much better than is 
now the case, if Governments were to let the subject alone, and 
further observation confirms me in this opinion. The support of the 
Government enables those, whose motives are mixed, if not mer-
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cenary, to hold their ground, when if left to their own meana, 
or the voluntary support of the people, these dealers in the souls of 
men would soon become bankruplS ; and those who labour in the 
Gospel from the love of Christ constraining them, would not only be 
enabled to keep in the field of labour, without government stipends, 
but their way among the people would be th119 left far more open. 
Papists have, no doubt, the same claim1 to the exercise of their 
religion as other people. 

Only a few days ago I expressed my opinion, that to allow 
them 10 import their religious books free of duty, when thill privi• 
lege was granted to other communities of professing Christians, 
was very proper, and only common justice; but I see no pro
priety in the British",GoYernment exercising itself to foster Popery, 
as I suppose it has done inadvertently here, as well as in 10me 

other places, and which has left this island in a dreadfully 
ignorant and immoral state, after having had it under its pretended 
fostering care for more than a hundred yean. Now that govern
ment sala1·ies and grants are to be had, and the slaves are becoming 
free, and will haYe something with which to pay confessors, 
the priests are becoming very busy. I conceive much injury to have 
11lso been done in New South Wales, by the government support of 
Roman Catholic priests ; 110d I recollect to have heard Alexander 
M•Leay say, that independently of the priests, the prisoner-popula
tion cared so little for the church of Rome, that few of them would 
have objected to attending the Protestant worship : but, while they 
remain professedly Roman Catholics, their general state u t.o morals 
is notoriously low, It i1 my settled conviction, that liberal as ia lhe 
principle pursued in New South Wale,, of affording assistance 
in the support of ministers of religion according to the number of 
persona forming their congregations, and the amount of aalarr 
subscribed by them, without distinction or religioua denominations, 
a much more beneficial result would attend the withdrawal of all 
government stipends to religioua teachers of every dtntOffliftlltioa. 
Persons who were desirous to promote religion from pure motivea, 
would then be left to the pious exertions of individual zeal, and the 
aupport of voluntary societies ; and the incubus of temporal motives 
being thus far removed, pure religion would 10 far flourish in ita own 
native strength, and would spread among mankind, under the blessing 
of God, and to bis glory. 

17th 8rd mo. I 11et out before day•light, and ascended the Pouce 
mountain, the top of which is about three miles from our lodging. 
and 2,484 feel above the sea, and in some places has upon it patches 
of decomposed bitsalt, resembling terra.sienna in powder. Much 
of the ascent is grassy, but mixed with loose stones, and inter
spersed with patches of low trees and shruus. The summit of the 
mountain is scarcely more than five yards across. The further side 
is precipitous for, perhaps, three hundred l~t. The rough valley 
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between the Pouce and the next range of grotesque hill, ia called 
Moka, and is cultivated, and has numerous cottages: from hence 
the bazaar of Port Louis is chieffy supplied with fruit and vege
tables. Goats and monkeys inhabit these hills. I saw one of 
the former at the top, and in .descending heard the chattering of 
the others. A monkey, alarmed by my approach, precipitately es
caped from a tree, and made off in such haate aa acarcely to 
allow me time to see him : they are said to be of two 11pecies. 
Large snails with elongated mottled 1hell1 also aboUDd in tbete 
mountains, and the apecies of starling ( called in the colony the 
ID&J'tiD) originally introduced for the purpose of destroying the 
locusts, which service it hu aucce11fully-performed, ia also abun
daot. Possibly this bird may be the ca1111e of inaecta of the 
larger kinds being universally few in the islands. The Pouce ia 
one of the highest of the Mauritian mountains, being aoly exceeded 
by Peter Bot, which is 2,520, and Piton de la Petite Riviere 
Noire 2,564. The statement made in aome work■, that the 
elevation of the mountaina of the Isle of France is 111ch as to 
have their tops covered with anow, is quite untrue. 

18th 8rd mo. First-day. At half-pas, eight o'clock in the 
morning we went to John le Brun's little chapel, "here a service ia 
French was gone through. He added a lively sermon on the I 8th 
chapter of Luke, 23rd to 28th veraea, to a congregation chiefly 
creole, and nominally Roman Catholic: at the conclusion I addressed 
them brieffy, J. le Brun interpreting for me. The opportunity wu 
not without some sense of the Divine Presence. At half-past twelve 
we again attended, when John le Brun, with his son and aister, were 
engaged in teaching about a score of apprentices. The attendance 
on these occasiona is small, owing to the reluctance of masters and 
miatre11es to set their apprentices at liberty, The inatruction ia 
smptural and catechetical, but few or these pupils read. At half
past aix an English congregation assembled in the aame place. I 
again availed myself of the liberty afforded me to convey the exer
cise of my mind to the people. In going to thi~ meeting we observed 
■)'Dlptoma of inebriety among aome blacks, who werf using very 
indecent language at the door of an authorized canteen or drinking
house, of which there are several in the town. J, le Brun alao 
meeta a congregation at seven in the morning, in the achool-house, 
on the ascent of the sigi:ial-mouotain, near to which many of the 
lower clau of creoles reside. Some of the persoas who had beeo 
at the Episcopal place of worahip in the morning, and who dined at 
the table d'hote of the Hotel de Massey, complained that the lateness 
of the dinner-hour prevented them from going to hear the band on 
the Champ de Mars I The principal market ia held on First-day 
mornings: ahoemakers, &c., bring in their work, and tradesmen 
their bills. Public aales by advertisement also sometimea take 
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place. We took tea with Robert Reeves and family, and had some 
conversation with them on religious topics. 

19th 3rd mo. At an early hour I walked to the cemetery, which 
is near the sea, and is approached by a long avenue of filiis, 
a tree from Madagasrar, of upright and rapid growth. The place 
of sepulture is divided into several compartments to accommo
date the pr('.judires of the living, for these even separate the ashes of 
the dead. The portions.devoted to Roman Catholics and Protestants 
are walled round, and contain a curious jumble of trees, gay shrubs, 
and flowers, and tombs. The cocoa and date palms, badamier, 
banana, papaw, and pomegranate, yielding edible fruits, some 
ornamental trees, harmonizing well with the objEct of the place: 
roses, ipomoeas, clitorias, poincianas, marvel of Peru, with many 
other plants of the gayest blossoms are abundant here. Many of 
the graves are also ornamented with nosegays, in jugs of various 
kinds standing loose, but unmolested, or walled into the covers of 
the graves, which are chiefly of masonry, but vary from the rudest 
heaps of earth, headed by little wooden crosses, with or without 
inscriptions, to gorgeous tombs bearing epitaphs of high panegyric; 
in which, however, the fear of God is gencraHy absent from the 
catalogues of virtues; but not so in all cases, for amidst this motley 
multitude of all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people, (the Msuri
tius l,eing one of the great inns of the Southern hemisphere, as well 
as being inhabited by various rsces of Europeans, Asiatics, and 
Africans,) the mortal remains of Harriet Newel, well known as 
having been a 'distinguished servant of Christ, lie entombed. In a 
sequestered corner, I observed a poor creole widow ornamenting a 
grave lately orcupied, I conclude, by the husband of whom she had 
been lately bereft; and who that has been bereft of an affectionate 
partner could witness the sight and not feel for the widow? 

One of the burial-grounds, if I remember correctly, that of the 
Malays, is fenced with an aloe-like plant, and opuntia ficus indicus, 
which is green, leafless, and grows with broad, flat, spinous, 
oval joints; another is open to the foot of the passenger; and to 
complete this universal Golgotha, underneath the wall of one of the 
burial-grounds is the place where horses are shot! The tariffs 
regulating the interments here arc very remarkable, as given at 
pages one hundred and sixty to one hundred and sixty-two of the 
almanac de L' Isle ]\la11rice, 1837; but my space does not allow 
me to transcribe them. While, however, they make the wealthy 
pay heavily for pompous interments, viz. 41., and for services 
(grana. luxe) 14-1., also funeral procession 141.; they diminish the 
charge for interment to a seventh class at 8s., ordinary service in 
mass for thr. drad is also reduced to 11., and a notice is attached, 
signifying, that all the poor are interred gratis; si,lnple prayers 
without singing being gratuitous. 
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Leaving the cemetery, I pursued my wlllk, and bathed in the 
sea, within the coral-reef, where the water being shallow and 
not very clear, it is not liable to be infested by sharks. I was 
recommended to the spot by a young French creole. With not 
a little difficulty I mauaged to converse with my new acquaint
ance, not speaking French with facility myself, and the creole 
dialect being very different from the pure French ; we never
theless managed to make one another understand, and as we 
returned into the town I accepted an invitation to be seated in his 
habitation, which had not the air of comfort genernlly pervading the 
dwellings of the English in the same scale of society. I also accepted 
a '1rink of water, but declined the addition of a little gin, which was 
politely offered, perhaps, because I was an Englishman, for I do not 
think that the French indulge in strong drinks, claret or burgundy 
wine and water being their common beverage. 

We spent most of the day in removing the remainder of our 
luggage from the Custom-house, the Governor having granted our 
request to land them free of duty. We took tea with George 
and Jane Clark, in company with the persons we have usually 
met on such occasions. Before separating G. W. Walker was 
iequested to rr.ad a portion of Scripture; after which ample time 
waa spent in silence to afford us opportunity to express any 
thing that might be given us to communicate; but it pleased 
our Great Master to restrain us, and to strengthen us to bear 
in silenc-e a testimony to our dependence upon the fresh put
tings-forth of his Spirit. My own state was one of waiting upon 
the Lord under the feeling of my own emptiness. Ultimately 
David Johns gave expression to prayer, and the company sepa
rated after another pause. George Clark acknowledges. that his 
value for the principles of Friends has materially increased since he 
left the society, from which he was separated before he became a 
1eligious character. He was informed some time ago, that the 
Governor disapproved of his preaching, which as well as that of 
John Le Brun, and Philip Olivier, of Mahe burgh, is gratuitous; 
their salaries being for educational services under the Mico Charity. 
G. Clark did not, however, desist from what he considered his 
Christian duty, but signified his conviction that the Governor, in 
causing an intimation of his disapproval in this respect to be con
veyed to him, had stepped out of the line of his proper business, 
and interfered in that in which it was not his place to meddle. 

20th Srd mo. David Johns took us to the schools in the .camp 
on the declivity of the Signal l\fountain of Port Louis; ~ which 
are under the superintendence of the ~ladagascar Missionaries, and 
in connexion with the London Missionary Society. The premises 
rented for them are poor, but they answer for the present number of 
children. The boys nearly fill the room appropriated to them. 
The number of boys on the list is fifty-two, the average atten-
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dance, forty-two. The scboolmuter ia an intelligent young creole, 
to which race moat of his pupils also belong : they are lively, 
and of good capacity, and their progre11 for the time the school ha 
been established is remarkablr encouraging. The system of inatnict
tion is mutual, according to the plan of the British and Foreign 
Scbeol Society. The girls' school is conducted by a suitable young 
woman; the attendance about thirty pupils, who are also making good 
progress. From this place we went to the schools of the Mico Charity, 
conducted also upon the same system of mutual instruction, and in 
which the progrellB under the care of George and Jane Clark, is very 
encouraging. The boy1 on the list are one hundred and thirty; in 
attendance, at the present wet seruion, about eighty-five. Girls on 
the list, sixty-three; in attendance, forty-five. These 11chools are 
encouraging beginnings of good ; they are amongst the most hopeful 
buddinga of a better state of things that we have seen on the island. 

In the evening we were at a meeting in the school-house on the 
mountain ; the population in the neighbourhood of which ia chie8y 
of the lower orders of creoles. John le Brun kindly interpreted for 
me, and then, or bis own accord, gave a brief information u to the 
nature and motives of our visit to this part of the world. The 
congregation consisted of persona of various ages, jw;t emerging from 
slavery. In the schools, as well as in the congregation, it wu 
touching to behold the evidence of the breaking of the chain of the 
oppressor, and to see the captives escaping, and fleeing for refuge 
to the hope set before them in the Gospel. Here is a wide field for 
Christian philanthropy, a plenteous harvest and few labourers; 
but while men sleep the enemy is sowing tares, by imposing the 
superstitions and idolatries or the Church of Rome in the place of 
Christianity. 

/l8rd 8rd mo. James Dowland, a gentleman in the audit-office 
of an enquiring mind, called upon us, and left ua a Report respecting 
the prisons of this place. We put a few tracts and boob for 
distribution into the hand, of Robert Lyon, who is about 10 leue 
this colony for Van Diemen'a Land and New South Wales. and who 
wished to leave some of these meaaengera 0£ Christianity with some 
individuals who had been hia pupils ; we also gave a few to Lieuten
ant North, and another officer about to leave by the Semiramia 
steamer for India. 

We dined and took tea with Georga and Jane Clark, in company 
. with David Johns, late of Madagascar, who gives an appalling 
account of the cruelties and destruction of human life practiled 
in that dark and idolatrous island ; where, nevertl,eleu, the light of 
the Gospel had begun to shine. 

24-th 8rd mo. We accompanied George Clark to Mapon, eighteen 
miles from Port Louis, to visit one of lhe stations where there is a 
11Chool of the charity : we were kindly conveyed in an open carraige, 
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which George Clark keeps for the purpose of enabling him to get to 
this place, where be meets a congregation of free Creoles, pretty re
gularly on First-days. Our route laid through Pamplemousses; fa. 
mous for its Botanic Garden, and for a tomb raised to the memory 
of Paul and Virginia; the tale respecting whom was founded on 
some circumstances, connected with a shipwreck on the " Isle 
d'Ambre," near Mapon, which were embellished by the author of the 
tale. After passing Pamplemousses, which is a small village with a 
Papal place of worship, and is about seven miles from Port Louis, the 
intervening country being grassy and nearly flat, up to the foot of 
the mountain-ranges of the Pouse, Moka and Peter Bot, and which 
is but little cultivated ; we came to a territory of more undulating 
surface, over which pieces of vesicular basalt are thickly spread, and 
among which the sugar-cane is chiefly grown. In many of the fields 
the stones are collected into ridges, about four feet apart, and in 
others, into squares, and the e11nes are planted in the interstices be
tween these rude walls. Some of the stones are as large as a man's 
head, but the soil among them is adapted for the growth of the cane; 
which in some places thrives, even in the fissures of the rocks, and 
the stones prevent the free evaporation of moisture from the earth. 
In some places there are also fields of manihoc, and plantations of 
bananas, &c., and where the wood has not been cleared, there are 
ebony and otlier trees; and custard-apples, guavas, &c. have become 
wild. We passed through several sugar-estates, on which parties 
ofnegroes and creoles just emerging from slavery, heing still appren
tices to their former owners, as well as groups of Indian labourers, 
were at work. One symptom of improvement in their situation is, 
that the whip of the overseer has been superseded by a stick. We 
ealled at Beau Manguier, near Grande Baie, the estate of a benevo
lent young man, named Telfair, who has consented to the establish
ment of a sabbath-school upon his premises. One of the objects of 
the visit to this place was to allow G. Clark to effect the needful ar
rangements ; as he proposes to take this place on his way from 
Mapon, on First-day afternoons. Here we inspected one of the Su
crieres (sugar-manufactories,) which are not at work at this season, and 
saw some women making sugar-bags, from the leaves of the vacalla, 
(pandamus utilis,) with which many of the fields are margined, while 
others have edgings of a stiff kind of grass, that is used for thatch
ing the huts of the labourers. The houses of proprietors and over
seers, with the sugar-manufactories and the huts of the labourers, 
present the appearance oflittle villages upon the estates. We found 
the way mther intricate toward the conclusion of our journey, but 
were kindly conducted by a creole youth, while G. Black and a 
young black sent to guide us from Beau Manguier, went round an 
inlet of the sea, to leave the carriage on the premises of a planter 
named Foster, of whom the school-premises are rented : they are 
situated on a little flat, on the top of a mass of cracked, vesicular 
basalt, and are not inaptly named Roe en Roe. We met a kind 
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welcome from the master and mistress, Richard and Arabella Tap
ley; the former of whom was at one time a seafaring man, and the 
latter the daughter of a person who was picked up when an infant, 
by a soldier in India ; who found her near the drowned remains 01 
her parents, and who ultimately married her : they are a very useful 
couple in their present station. 

25th 8rd mo. The school at Mapon has on the list forty boys, in
cluding twelve apprentices, and forty girls. The attendance is about 
thirty of each daily. About twenty apprentices, several of whom are 
very young, attend the school only on First-days at noon, from some 
adjacent sugar-plantations. The prejudices of the free people of colour 
against persons remaining in bondage are so strong, that it has beea 
found best to have the First-day school for the former in the evening. 
-About one hundred persons of various ages,chiefly free creoles, from 
the adjacent villages, assembled about nine o'clock, to whom George 
Clark read the Scriptures, and expounded certain parts; he sub
sequently addressed them in earnest exhortation. Afterwards he alao 
acted as interpreter to G. W. Walker and myself. To behold such a 
congregation, who are acquiring knowledge in things temporal and 
eternal, the liberty of many of whom is the fruit, under the divine bless
ing, of that labour in which many ofour dear friends took a signal part, 
and by which the chain of the oppressor was broken, ( notwithstanding 
some fragments of it are still to be found,) was to me delightful and 
moving, so that tears of joyful gratitude to Him, whose tender mercies 
are over all his works, stole from my eyes in spite of all efforts to re
strain them. We returned to Port Louis in the evening, and took 
tea with George and Jane Clark; at whose house we met with four 
young men from Guernsey, belonging to "the Martha," one of 
whom especially is a pious person, and the others much steadier. 
than the generality of English seamen. 

Port Louis, 26th Srd mo. Much of the day was wet and variously 
employed. I had some conversation with R. M. Lyon, respecting the 
aborigines of Western Australia; and received from him copies of 
two numbers of the Perth Gazette; containing his Glance at the 
Manners and Language of the Aborigines, except the middle num
ber, which contains part of the vocabulary, and an ungenerous attack 
upon the views contained in the Glance, written evidently by some 
one of a narrow and unenlightened mind. We took tea with George 
and Jane Clark, and again met at their house with J. C. Measurier, 
the mate of the Martha, who has a pious companion in the second 
mate, who was al110 present. Before parting we had a satisfactory 
religious opportunity, in which George Clark interpreted for me, both 
in testimony and in supplication : he is a good interpreter, entering 
himself into the exercise; and as on a former occasion, he prolonged 
the voice of supplication with his wonted fervour. Jane Clark is a 
valuable helpmeet to her devoted husband. They have residing 
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with them an agreeable youth of sixteen, named George Philogene, 
a creole of Seychelles, a group of thirty small islands, lO0Omiles from 
the Mauritius, to the north by west, and having about 7000 in
habitants dependent upon this government. This young man is learn
ing the system of mutual instruction pursued in the normal school of 
the Mico charity, conducted by George Clark. 

27th Srd mo. We called upon the Colonial Secretary, and obtained 
leave to visit the prisons of this place; we also presented him with a 
book and a few tracts, and transmitted through bis hands a copy of 
Point de Croix, Point de Couronne, and of each of our addresses to 
the Governor. We also went on board the Shepherdess, and arranged 
for paasage to the Cape of Good Hope. 

28th Srd mo. We breakfasted with George F. Dick, tbe Colonial 
Secretary and his family, which is numerous, in company with Le 
Banks, (one of the Episcopal chaplains,) who accompanied us over 
the prisons, and took us over the military hospital. At the Bagne 
priaon in 1886 the number of individuals confined in that estab
lishment amounted to 5'221, and in 1837, it received 9090; an 
excess of 8769 over the number of the preceding year. The 
prison of the court of justice is an incommodious building, scarcely 
admitting any classification. The prisoners confined in it are those 
who have been convicted at the bar, othera who are awaiting 
their trisl, and individuals condemned for offences and misdemean
ors, and prisoners for debt. A new prison, intended to remedy 
these defects, is in progress, consisting of eighty cells in two 
stories, and arranged on both sides of a wide arched passage in each 
story; which will not, however, by any means, make the prison one 
of good arrangement. This prison is kept clean, and the pri.~oners 
are employed in breaking stones, making baskets and nets, and in 
tailoring, shoemaking, &c., and aome are worked at the citadel. The 
receipts for labour in 1836 did not amount to more than 86/. 7,. 9d. 
sterling; in 1887, it amounted to 205l. h. which is paid into 
the colonial treasury, to be subsequently divided, according to law, 
one-half for the expenses of the prisons, and the remainder to be be
stowed upon aucb of the prisoners as have become by good conduct 
intitled to this indulgence. In the Bagne priaon two c1asses ot 
prisonera are confined, viz., apprentices condemned (sentenced) by 
apecialjusticea, of whom there were," on the S 1st of December 1886,'' 
180; and at the aame period of 1887, 172 ; and Indian labourert, 
of whom there were at these respective periods, 48 and 148. The 
chief occupation in this prison is the breaking of stones. The deaths 
in l 886 amounted to twenty, in 1887 they scarcely exceeded half 
that number. 

The Bagne prison consists of several rooms, in which the prisoners 
aleep on barrack-bedsteads, or rather wooden platforms : It is a de
fective pri110n, and the separation of the sexes far from complete. 
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Persons of the classes confined here, who prefer complaints against 
their employers, are also lodged here. One wh011e back exhibited 
numerous scars of recent origin attempted to complain to us, but we 
could not understand his language. There are several smaller pri-
110ns in the country, as well as one in the town, but they are little 
more than watch-houses. While the labouring population was in a 
state of slavery, their masters or overseers executed summary punish
ment; now it is likely that this being prevented, there will be an in
crease of punishment by the magistrate. There seems ground to 
apprehend that many of the Indian labourers are deceived in the ex
pectations held out to them, and disappointed when theyarrive,and that 
the consequence of this is the true cause of their temporarily abandon
ing the estates on which they have been engaged. 

29th 3rd mo. We were busily employed in packing and 
embarking our luggage on board the Shepherdess. We returned 
on shore to take tea with Captain Dick and his family: we have 
had much conversation with Captain Dick and some other persons 
on the present state of the population recently in slavery, and now 
nominally liberated, but still remaining bound to their former masters 
as apprentices. The legislative council bad determined thnt 
apprenticeship to sixteen would have compensated masters for the 
~barge of children, as these begin to work at six years of age, and 
they had arranged for a much more strict observance of the Sabbath 
than the regulation now in operation requires. This day is now 
much infringed upon by masters, under the plea of cleaning up, &c.; 
and had the parents been made free along with their children, with 
few exceptions, they would have maintained them. We committed 

• the residue of our French books and tracts to George Clark, believ
ing that his attachment to the principles of Friends will secure a 
judicious distribution. 

80th 3rd mo. We attended to various affa:rs preparatory to em
barkation, and dined with George and Jane Clark, with whom we 
have felt much unity. In the prospect of leaving them we had an 
interesting religious opportunity. In the evening we attended a 
Temperance Meeting in John Le Brun'11 chapel, and addressed the 
little company assembled there on this important subject: the wet
ness of the evening rendered the attendance small. There is no 
organized temperance society here, but George Clark has taken 
some pains on the subject: he invited the people to meet agnin in 
his school-room next fourth-day evening. After the meeting we 
joined a company at Robert Reeves's, who had met on the occasion 
of Grace Reeves intending to proceed to the Cape of Good Hope on 
account of her health; and for which purpose leave of absence had 
been granted her by the Government, the infant-school to remain 
under the charge of her sister-in-law Ann Reeves. 
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!Jst 3rd mo. We again slept on bpard the Shepherdesa last night, 
and returned on shore to breakfast with Lieutenant Turner and an
other of his pious military friends, with whom some further religious 
service occurred. We abo took leave of several other persons, with 
whom we had become acquainted, and accompanied by George Clark 
•ent again on board the vessel. We had just made our berths u 
comfortable as we could, to be ready for sailing, when the c:aptain 
returned on board with the information that the a~ents had protested 
against his touching at the Cape of Good Hope. This was a c:on
siderable disappointment to ourselves, but we were favoured, not 
doubting bnt, though we had felt a perfect freedom to engage pa■-
sages on board the vessel, that it was not the divine will we should 
ytt leave the Mauritius. The day was extremely wet, but, by the 
assistance of our kind friend George Clark, we debarked our luggage 
and ronveyed it to his houi;e, himself and his wife being willing 
to afford ua such accommodation as they could; which ·though 
limited with regard to lodging we greatly preferred to returning to 
an expensive hotel. 

1st ~th mo. First-day. The weather continued extremely wet; 
the rain falling steadily, without wind, in the morning, but heavier, 
with squalls, in the afternoon; when the tropic-birds were abundant 
about the craggy top of the Signal Mountain: their appearance at 
th1t time of day is always an indication of inclement weather, and a 
constant attendant on the hurricanes that occasionally make great 
havoc in this island. Feeling much for our late shipmates, we went 
on board the Shepherdess, and had a parting religious interview witb 
them, being subsequently joined by George Clark, with whom we 
rttarntd on shore, calling by the way on board the Abercromby, to. 
10me of the crew of which I addressed a few words of exhortation. 
They have been much more orderly here than they were at Swan 
Ri,er, the police of this place being very strict, and not allowing 
them to be unnecessarily on shore. The Shepherdess sailed in the 
course of the afternoon, which we spent in reading and religious re
tirement. Aftet" our return George Clark read a portion of T. Colley'• 
tract on Silent Waiting, in French, to his own family and four creolea 
of their acquaintance; I also, through his medium, made a few com
ments and added some commendatory expressions; after which the 
•oice of supplication was raised to the Father of mercies. A middle
aged female creole said, that the views of divine worship that hild 
~n stated accorded with what she had apprehended worship ought 
to be. The wind blew with appalling violence about the time this 
little company separated. 

2nd 4th mo., J SSS. The morning was chie6y spent in opening 
out our luggage, which it is ~a~se fo~ t~ankfulness has scarcely 
autfered any thing from the _ram ,n which 1t was brought o~ sh~re. 
In the evening we accompnmed G. and J. Clark, and their httle 

Dg,tizedbyGoogle 



22 

daughter, and George Philogene, to the Grande Rivere; the males 
of the party proceeding to the bead of the aqueduct that supplies a 
large part of the town with water, and among the rocks at the head 
of which were several ferns, including acrosticum speciosum (perbspa 
not distinct from a. fraxinifolium of Moreton Bay.) Among the 
plants that decorate the borders of the river are several striking 
climbers or the convolvulus tribe, one of which bas scarlet flowers 
five-eighths of an inch across, with curved tubes one inch and a half 
long. 

8rd 4th mo. We received calls from Thomas Alexander, a 
gentleman holding a lucrative office in the ordnanre department, 
many of whose relations belong to the Society of Friends, and from 
Edward Baker, the conductor of the Madagascar mission press; he 
is now residing at Pitou, In this island, in consequence of the 
suppression of the mission by the Queen, who retained her attach
ment to idolatry, and ultimately forbade her subjects to receive 
Christian instruction. Her government has all the tyranny of 
despotism, in which she is supported by some of her nobles, who have 
a temporal interest in keeping up idolatry. E. Baker says that 
many of the inhabitants of Madagascar acknowledge a consciousness 
of right and wrong, independently of Christian instruction, and also 
of future punishments ; and that when one acts in violation of right 
principle toward another, the aggrieved party will say, " If I do not 
punish you God will!" thus also recognizing a supreme power, how 
much soever their ideas respecting him may be beclouded by error 
and superstition. Their political state appears to be one of dreadful 
oppression, their sovereign being addressed as a god, the people 
under her being all under a feudal system, except the Joweat 
order, who are slaves, and the private property of their masters. 
Dreadful wars are waged by the Queen against other parts of the 
island, in which all the male prisoners, above a certain stature. 
sometimes amountinp; to many thousands, are put to death, and the 
rest made slaves. This she is enabled to effect by means of the 
standing army, which her predecessor, Radama, was recommended 
by the British to keep, many of whom being unprovided by the 
government with sustenance at first died of want. To remedy this, 
R tax of one tenth of all the rice grown was imposed, which induced 
the people to grow as little as possible; and this bas resulted in 
famine upon famine. As they have no roots they often suffer io 
this way in one dis(rict, while plenty prevails at no great distance. 
How lamentable is the reflection that the British nation should, with 
the good intention of abolishing the slave-trade from Madagascar, 
have 11trengthened despotic authority, and made way for all its op
pressive and depopulating results, by encouraging the arts of war, 
mstead of those of peace; 110 that even now it is probable that 
the d~population of the country proceedR with more rapidity than 
ever 1t did, while the petty chiefs waged ignominious wars for the 
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purpose of selling their prisoners to strangers, and many of the 
victims of whose brutal cupidity are still to be identified among the 
population of this island, yet imperfectly restored to liberty, 
E. Baker dined with us, and we drove him a few miles on his way 
toward Pitou, in G. Clark's carriage. In Malabar Town we found 
some of the streets blocked up by crowds of people witnessing the 
celebration of a sort of religious ceremony called 9amaey, by such of 
the Malabar inhabitants as are not Mahomedans, and do not profess 
Christianity. This ceremony or festival is kept eleven days, once in 
eleven months. At its commencement they perform ablutions in a 
river, and it is said, bring up any thing they lay hold of in diving, 
which is retained as an object of veneration, if not of adoration, till 
the next yamsey. Many hundreds of people, dressed in their beat, 
presented an imposing appearance. The Asiatics were chiefly attired 
in white cotton drapery, but many had scarlet or other head-dresses. 
A small group were dancing with gaily coloured things upon their 
heads resembling meat-safes, with quadrangular pyramidal tops, 
(and which, indeed, are here called garde-mangers;) another group 
was carrying gay banners, and accompanied by a sort of drumming : 
several individuals were painted red, and dappled with other colours, 
eome of them having on very little clothing, who begged ; and one 
man jumped at intervals amongst the crowd to a great height, 
having his hands erect, and accompanying the effort with a deep 
hissing noise. The painted men resembled in some respects the 
fools attendant on the exhibitions of plough-boys and morris-dancers 
in England, to whose fooleries, indeed, the whole transaction bore a 
resemblance, and might have passed as a return of child's play in 
men of riper years, had it not been for the affecting consideration 
that this was avowedly an idolatrous rite, OCL'upying the place of 
the worship of the living God. 

4th 4th mo. John Le Brun and Lieutenant Turner called, and 
we had much conversation with them on the principles of temperance 
societies, and on their accordance with the Gospel; a point whfoh 
many good people question at first, alleging that the Gospel ought 
to effect the complete reformation of man, and not taking into 
account, that the Gospel as a whole is composed of numerous parts, 
and that where any of these have been neglected it is not only 
allowable for Christians to bring them prominently into view, but 
that it is their duty so to do, and that temperance ranks among the 
long-neglected Christian duties ; and therefore requires to be 
specially urged. In the evening some of the military, with 11 few 
other persons, asaembled in George Clark's school-room, and were 
addressed on the importance of temperance by George Clark, 
G. W. Walker, and myself; also by two of the soldiers, and two 
civilians in the humble walks of life, who, having for a few years 
acted on the principles of temperance societies, could speak of their 
advantages by experience. Colonel Jones and his wife, and Robert 
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and Grace Reeve!, took tea with us after the meeting, and an oppor
tunity was afforded for expression relative to those views of the 
Gospel in which the Society of Friends most surely believed. 

5th 4th mo. We accompanied John Le Brun in a kind of four• 
wheeled vehicle with two seats, the hindermost of which waa pro
tected by a head, to visit two schools of the Mico Charity. On 
the way we turned into the Jardin du Roi at Pamplemousses, ia 
which lhere is a large collection of trees and shrubs, &c., including a 
fine assortment of palmre, and numerous plants of urania spceiosa, 
(the travellers' tree of Madagascar,) some of which are thirty feet 
high. There is also a collection of the spice-bearing trees and 
shrubs, such as the nutmeg, clove, and cinnamon, and of the trees 
and shrubs of Madagascar and of Australia, &c. Five miles from 
Pamplemousses, and twelve miles from Port Louis, at a place 
called Piton, a school of the Mico Charity is conducted by a 1111ti,e 
teacher, named Pierre Pakion, in a place built for a chapel by the 
London Missionary Society, which was strangely induced to aban• 
don its labours in this island, where truly the harvest is plenteous 
and the labourers are few ; at least this is the case with those who 
labour in the spirit of the Gospel. P. Pakion, though a native of 
the island, was born of Indian parents, and his wife is a creole. 
They have about eighty pupils on the list, and sixty in 4aily attend
ance; the proportion of boys exceeds a little that of the girb; 
they consist of free whites and creoles, and the children of appren• 
tices, an association that has been difficult to effect, in ronseqoence 
of the conceit of the free people of their superiority over slaves 
having infected those who have only just become free. An amusing 
illustration of this was given us by John Le Brun, in a conversation 
overheard by one of his acquaintance. A coloured man who had 
just obtained his freedom was accosted with usual familiarity by one 
of his former comrades, still in bondage. The freed man haughtily 
signified his disapprobation of such conduct, and on the other asking 
the reason, he inquired in creole French, " Do you not see that I am 
become a white man?" To this the unsophisticated slave replitd, 
" Look in the fountain, and behold your face;" on which the liber
ated man rejoined, "But obse"e the shoes upon my feet,,. Slaffll 
were not allowed to wear shoes in the Mauritius, nor are apprentffl ! 
It is true, the warmth of the climate makes it a luxury to be without 
shoes, but to make the absence of them a badge of bondage, and to 
retain this, in the pretended training of apprentices for frttdom, 
exhibits that contemptible despotic pride which cannot conceal itself, 
and which lets go its hold of that which had come within its fiendish 
grasp with the utmost reluctance. But while this excites our com· 
miaeration for those who have been rendered subject to its tynnny, 
and our indignation against the oppressors, we have need to remem• 
ber that we are coinheritors with them of the same fallen nature; 
and that had we been born and brought up under the same circum-
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stanres, the probability is, that we should .have a<'ted in the same 
manner. We ought, therefore, to labour for the deliverance from 
bondage both of the oppressor and the oppressed, and to pray to God 
to hasten it in his time. 

The master of the Piton school reads the Scriptures, and ex
horts; and catechises the children who attend on First-day morning, 
when also a few adults attend; and in the afternoon he has a 
school of from forty to sixty apprentices, (the number at one 
time was greater,) who also received some religious instruction. 
This is the largest attendance of opprentices in the island ; 
they make bnt little advancement, having instruction only about two 
hours in a week. We took some refreshment with Edward Baker 
and his wife, who reside at a short distance from the school. The 
former is at present printing a collection of hymns in French, for 
the use of the schools. Our next visit was to the school at Poudre 
d'Or, a village 11bout four miles from Piton, and which was estab
lished in 10th month, 1837, and is also conducted by native teachert, 
viz. Thomas Jones, (a creole foundling,) and his wife. The number 
of pupils on the list is upwards of sixty, and the daily attendance 
upwards of fifty, two-thirds of whom are girls, or young women, 
A First-day school is also held here, at which a few adults and ap• 
prentices attend, and in which similar religious instruction to that 
in use at Piton is conveyed. 

There is no probability of any ronsiderable attendance of 
apprentices, for so long as they remain -in this kind of bomlage 
their education is by no means encouraged. The idea that they 
are training to be better prepared for freedom is a complete 
illusion ; the only important change to them is, that their overseers 
carry a stick instead of a whip, and that they must now be flogged 
through the medium of a magistrate, instead of the summary 
caprice of their overseers or masters. Many of them do, indeed, re
ceive a small monthly sum fur overwork, (generally very inadequate 
to the value of their labour,) but which is determined in the presence 
of a special magistrate, before whom they are asked if they will 
agree to work on the same terms as the last year, to which, or any 
other proposition they readily consent, from a consciousness that 
they are still so completely in the hands of their employers, that it 
will be worse for them if in any way they frustrate their wishes. The 
special magistrates being present on these occasions, unless they 
were fully to explain to the apprentices their privileges, and to 
assist them in making their agreements, thus become rivets to their 
oppression; nnd this is quite to be expected, when these mngistratea 
are generally so situated as to have rarely any other associates than 
the planters, ( who are hospitable to strangers,) and between whom 
and their apprentices it is their Lusiness to judge. Some of the 
apprentices have ~s. a month, and others as much as Gs. Their 
hours of work arc by law nine hours for five days; they have also to 
cut !!Orne grass, which takes them ahont an hour, making up ten 
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hours for five days in the week. This is lengthened out to about 
fourteen hours for six dnys ; and generally under the plea of deaning 
up, they are occupied till ten or eleven o'clock on First-days, and in 
some instances the rest of the day is bargained for in over-hours, so 
that in the course of the week the master obtains about thirty-eight 
hours for his 2s. to 6s., when wages for a free black are at from si1: 
to ten dollars, or 4s. per month in addition to victuals, or by the 
day ls. 8d. to 2s. Three-pence n day is calculated to be the cost of a 
prisoner's victuals, but 2~d. is the amount compelled to be paid as a 
compensation to apprentices. Some of the apprentices buy them
selves clothing with their money, others redeem portions of their 
time, but there is reason to believe in many instances much of it re
turns to their masters in pay for atlditional qu·rntitics of arrack, of 
which many of them arc supplied gratuitously with two glasses a 
day. And in this respect there is reason to fear that the continuance 
of the apprenticeship system will result in an increased love for 
spirituous liquors. 

At six o'clock this evening a meeting was held in the school
room; it was attended chiefly by the scholars, but a few fine 
young creoles, who were not pupils, were also present. After 
J. Le Drun had finished I addressed the company through his 
medium. In the course of the afternoon the Asiatics, chiefly 
Malabnrs and Indian labourers, were celebrating their yamsey ~t this 
place, and carrying about three goons or pagodas, made of bamboos, 
and covered with coloured, gilt, and silvered paper, variously cut and 
ornamented, with three stories, and bnlloon-shaped tops. One of these 
they broke, and scattered the fragments on the water where they had 
performed their ablutions at the commencement of this festival, or 
rather fast ; for it is said, they practise abstinence till after the break
ing of the pagoda, afier which they have a feast. The fragments of 
the pagoda were soon collected and carried off by the children. 
Among the rude designs upon its first story, were the sun, the moon, 
and some stars; and among the banners was a white one, surmounted 
by a tin hand. 

On a school of the M ico Charity being established at Poudre 
d'Or, one was also immediately set on foot by the Roman Catho
lics: that set on foot first has, however, continued to increase 
though some of its pupils are nominally Roman Catholics, and this 
community has what is called religions service here. They have 
also a place of worship at PAmplemous.~es, where there is a school 
belonging to the Episcopal Church; the master of which was tam
pered with by a Papal priest, who tried to get him over to the 
Church of Rome by offl'r of more salary, and other means: and 
when these proved unsuccessful, he tried to ruin the master's 
character ty bribing a woman to cl,arge him with a moral offence, of 
which i• was ultimately proved himself was the perpetrator; and on 
account of which he was removed to another part of the island, 
where he is allowed still to exercise his priestcraft. At l\lapon, a 
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Roman Catholic lately offered himself to become a teacher in one oftbe 
schools of the Mico Charity, and was referred by Richard Taylor to 
J. le Brun, to whom it did not suit him to apply, but he tried to 
prejudice the creoles ugainst the school at Mapon, saying, it might 
do very well for negroes, who are held in utter contempt by those 
"·ho are a few shades lighter in colour; the desire of the Church 
of Rome to promote the instruction of their race was also urged, to 
which it was replied by one of. the villagers, "If you were so very 
desirous to teach us, why did you not do it a hundred years ago ?'' 

Ignorance, immorality, and despotism have flourished under the 
Church of Rome in this island. But the slaves were said to be 
sufficiently instructed for their salvation. Not, perhaps, a dozen, 
certainly not fifty in the whole island could read. Their amount of 
religious instruction was in being taught to cross themselves. 
Their claim to Christianity, that they had been baptized by a priest, 
and hoped to be buried by one. The Roman Catholic Bishop himself 
could only find two slaves sufficiently instructed to have their testi
mony received on oath, in a court of justice, out of a population of 
60,000 ! Marriage was not encouraged among them, nor was it 
regarded, even among the free population generally; so that to this 
day it is said that nine-tenths, free and bond, are living in a state of 
concubinage I The young female slaves were subject to the will and 
passions of the sons of their masters, and in many instances, chil
dren born in bondage were the result of their intercourse; these 
were sometimes sold by their fathers, or where their fathers married 
free, the slave children were sometimes sold by their free half-brothers 
and 11isters; and where the slave children have been freed, they have 
been known even to sell their own parents. 

I can scarcely refrain from exhorting my beloved friends in 
England to cultivate a spirit of reverent thankfulness to the Au
thor of all our mercies, for having condescended to grant them a 
birth-place in a land of freedom ; a land in which, though there is 
much that is wrong in principle still supported by authority, and 
which requires unremitting 11ttention till it be set right, is neverthe
less one which knows not the bitterness of such a yoke as that which 
has rested upon the necks of the inhabitants of slave colonies; but 
oa which the sun of righteousness has arisen with healing in his 
wings, and in which there is much to discourage from evil, and to 
encourage in that which is good; while here, the true light seems 
scarcely to have dawned, but darkness covers the earth, and gross 
darkness the people. 

6th 4th mo. 1838. The yamsey having drawn most of the 
children from the school, occasioned our friends G. and T. Clark to 
be at liberty to take a ride to Pamplemousses, to which place we 
accompanied them, and spent some hours in the botanic garden, 
which is not kept in good order, as it is said formerly to have been. 
The streets of Malabar Town were still crowded with people ; it 
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was computed that 10,000 were assembled last evening, many 
coming from the country. As we passed through the concourse to
day we observed three gorgeous pagodas of bamboo and tinsel, 
which were broken upon the river· at noon. After this the crowd 
dispersed, and many of the people formed parties to eat curry, ma<le 
with rice an<l cock fowls, hens being rejected on this occasion; I 
know not for what c1rnse. It is said, that many persons in this land, 
nominally Christians, when under affliction will if they be no.,.· 
delivered from the cause of their distress, (be it the sickness of their 
children, or whatever else it may be,) devote a cock or some 
other offering, such as a tin hand, tinsel, &c., to the Malabar 
priests at the yamsey. Thus does the wreck of Popery mix itself 
with idolatry. At Pamplemousses slso the Malabars were busy 
with their yamsey; and some superstition, not far removed from 
its apirit, was going forward at the Roman Catholic chapel, in con
nexion with a burial. Wl.ien the true nature of worship is mis
taken, that which predisposes man for the service of bis Maker runs 
into unmeaning ceremonies,ecclesiastical juggling, or inculcating some 
imaginary power of propitiating divine goodness, even sometimes 
by the very means that in Holy Scripture are declared to be abo
mination in the sight of Go<l, and which dishonour him, by 
supposing him capable of being pleased I,,y such irrational nonsense. 

7th 4th mo. ·We crossed the island to Mnhebourg, in company 
with John Le Brun, to visit two schools of the Mico Charity. For this 
purpose we engaged places in an omnibus with oil-cloth curtains, at 
three dollars, U!s., each ; the distance thirty miles. A late break
fast on the way, at a small house, in French style, cost us 
anotther dollar each. The central part of the island is elevated 
forest, near the highest point of which a village called Cure-Pipe is 
situated, in which there are two little houses of entertainment, or 
hotels, built like most other houses in the colony, with weather• 
board. Bcyon<l the mountains the country again becomes open and 
cultivated, sugar-cane being the chief crop. At Plaine Magnan, 
twenty-five miles from Port Louis, there is a village in which a 
school of the Mico Charity has been established under the management 
of J. Reni, a native teacher. The pupils are only about twenty-five. 
The school at Mahebourg is conducted by Philip and Ann Ollivier, 
from whom we received a kind welcome, and who have between 
eighty and ninety pupils, (daily attendance about seventy,) the larger 
proportion of whom are boys. None of these schools receive en• 
couragement from the more opulent inhabitants, or from persons in 
authority; the only person of thii description who has visited the 
Mahehourg i;ehool being a military officer, who stepped in a fe" 
times. There is reason to think that visits of this kind would have 
considerable influence in inducing parents to send their children. 
1:he situa~ion of l\Iah{!bourg is very beautiful, being on the south 
sule of a picturesque craggy range of woody basaltic mountains, and 
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on \he wnargin of a deep bay, into whil·h two rivers discharge them-
1e\ves, and which is fronted by a coral reef that keeps the water, 
tranquil within; while the perpetual roar of the surge tumbling 
upon it without, continually strikes the ear. In the afternoon we 
walked through the town, which consists of several streets of wooden 
houses, (many of them shops with open fronts,) chiefly of one story, 
and a large military barrack of stone. The population of the town, 
including the district called Grand Port, of one hundred and twelve 
square miles, was, in 1836, of free persons, i,67~ males, 1,618 
females: apprentices, 3,337 males, 2,316 females; among whom 
there were one hundred and forty-two births, seventeen marriages, 
and thirty-four deaths. In the evening we were present at a meet
ing in a small Wesleyan chapel, in which J. le Brun, with his usual 
kindness, interpreted for me. 

8th 4th mo. First-day. This is not a day of rest to a large 
part of the population. Two buildings in the immediate vicinity of 
the house in which P. Ollivier resides, are going forward, one of 
them quite open to the street. The chief market is also held, to 
which many of the apprentices receiving wages for overwork, or 
money in lieu of provisions, resort; and other business, that ought 
to be limited to the six days of work, is performed. Philip and Ann 
Ollivier are of the Wesleyan persuasion; and a few of the people 
among whom they reside, chiefly liberated persons of colour and 
soldiers, are joined with them, some of whom take part in the vocal 
exercises of their prayer-meetings. The pupils of the school also 
generally attend. In the course of the day we saw the people re
turning from the papal worship; at which, this being the day called 
Palm Sunday, they had been receiving the leaves of, I think, the 
date-palm, on which a blessing had been pronounced, accompanied 
by sprinklings of water imposed upon the people as holy ; and which 
we were informed were usually tied to the posts of their beds, as 
charms for the ensuing twelve months! How are an ungodly people 
imposed upon by ungodly teachers," deceiving and being deceived!" 

In the afternoon we walked with P. Ollivier to Plaine Magnon,where 
we met about a dozen coloured persons in a private house, to whom, in 
rather a conversation!ll way, we declared the doctrines and blessings 
of the Gospel. As we returned, our attention was arrested by the cries 
of a black woman, whom we found ill by the entrance of a hut of 
vacoun leaves, just across the fence, which in this place was little 
more than a bank of earth. Several persons of her own colour looked 
at her, and then passed on. The effect of slavery has heen to render 
both the slaves and their owners callous to human suffering. It was 
with difficulty that P. Ollivier and G. W. Walker obtained assistance 
for her, while I remained by her to see if help could be had for her 
from any of the persons passing by, some of whom said she had been 
drinking, but of this I saw no evidence; and a woman who at length 
came to her from the establishment of a planter, to which my com-
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panions had been to ask assistance, said she was suffering from 
hunger, of which I have also strong doubt, for she was in ~ood 
condition as regarded flesh, but from whatever cause, her suffering 
was evidently very great, rendering her at times almost insensiblt. 
It is, however, said, that on some e~tates the apprentices are vtry 
deficiently fed. When asked why they <lo not complain of hJrd 
usage to a special magistrate, their answer is, that complaining would 
only make it worse for them, am! bring greater severity upon them• 
selves an<l their children, from the persons to whom they are bound; 
and who for a dollar could easily bribe some of their fellow-appren
tices to charge them with some serious crime. In the evening we 
met some of the soldiers and their wives at P. Ollivier's, and had an 
interesting religious interview with them. 

9th 4th mo. The omnibus proving full, having, with J. Le Brun, 
twenty-three inside and out, G. W. Walker and myself concluded I.O 

l'emain at l\laht>Liourg till to-morrow, by which arrangement we 
had an opportunity of seeing the schools in operation, which was 
very satisfactory; and also of conversing more fully with P. Olhier 
on the state of the apprentices, Indian labourers, and Indian coo
victs in the neighbourhood. I also took a walk on the borders of 
the Rivieres Chaux et des Creoles, which are steep and woody 
The view of the woody country between them and the adjacent 
craggy mountains is striking and very picturesque, and is said greatly 
to resemble some parts of Madagascar. The travellers' -trPe, urania 
speciosa, considered to have originally been introduced from that 
country, is perfectly naturalized here, and forms a striking feature in 
the prospect; tufts, composed of se\'ernl of its stems, rising originally 
from the same root, arc scattered over the country in all directions. 
The root-stocks, which arc often about three feet in circumference, 
are sometimes thirty feet high ; but whether of this elevation, or 
scarcely emerging above ground, they support grand crests of leaves 
of about four feet long, and one foot wide, but often torn into comb
like shreds. The head is of a fan-like form, and the flowers, which 
are not sl riking for their beauty, are white, and produced from 
large hori:.rnntal green sheaths. The foot-stalks, which are some· 
what shorter than the leaves, yield a copious supply of fresh
water, very grateful to the traveller, on having their margins cut 
away, or forced from contact with those immediately above them, 
near to their base, especially those about the midule of the series. 
The root-stock is of a so ftcellular substance, and the fruit, which re
sembles small bananas, i1 dry, encl not edible. This remarkable 
vegetable production is said to grow in the most arid countries, 
and thus to be provided for the refreshment of man in a dry and 
thirsty land. The water has a slight taste of the tree, which is not, 
however, disagreeable; probably it may originate in the condensation 
of dew, and be collected und retaineu by the peculiar structure of 
the leaf. 
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The bodamia, a handsome tree, with large obovate leaves, and bear
ing fruit, the size of a flattened almond in its busk, which contains a 
small kernel, in flavour like a young hazel-nut, but the spongy shell of 
which is so tough as to render access to its contents difficult, abounds 
here, along with a species of cinnamon that forms a handsome bush, 
(lauruscupularis.) I also noticed a species of mimusops, with a 
fruit the size of a nonpareil apple, forming a small tree; a 
tree which bears a damson-like fruit, the pine-apple, as well as 
numerous plants of pandanus, of more than one species, several 
ferns, and a variety of other vegetable productions. Twice my 
hat came in contact with the naked combs of a large ochre
coloured wasp, which suspends its nests in the bushes from 
whence the creules take them, first driving off their inhabitants by a 
burning rug fastened to the cud of a stick, for the purpose of eating 
the larvre, or grubs, which they roast in the combs. As soon as 
the buzz of the enraged insects apprised me of the i1~jury I had com
mitted, I hastened through among the bushes without looking behind 
me, and the return of the twigs drove the wasps back; but on the 
second occasion a briery bush caught me by the sleeve and detained 
me till one of my antagonists had avenged itself hy stinging my 
finger. The sting is about equal to that of an English wasp, and 
the burning pain subsided in a few minutes, on pressing out the 
poison, which was distinguishably acid, and sucking the part affected. 
There was a smooth black nerite, upon the rocks in a brook, that dis
charged itself in the Hivii>re des Creoles, and on the mnddy margins of 
the salt-water bay, two nrboreous speries of erythrina, hibiscus tiliace
ous, thespesia populinea, rhizophora mueronata and gymnorhiza, the 
last of which belongs to the genus bruguiera of Lamark, and is a 
green Bowered species of the same genus that I have described under 
the name of robsonia, from a searlet-flowered species found at More
ton Bay ; here also in a 6imilar association is a silvery-leaved 
edwardsia enudn, possibly the same as that on Moreton Island, 
where also several other plants growing here arc met with. 

l 0th 4th mo. We left Mahebuurg before day-light, and passed 
a group of Indian labourers, sleeping by the roauside under the 
shaue of a large tree. They had wrapped them~elves up in the 
pieces of calico, abou~ four yards lung, that they wear about their 
heads, or cover their he:1ds and shoulders with, in the day-time. 
Many of these groups were working in the day-time in the fields 
among "hich we passeu, as well as several groups of apprentices. 
We also passed several groups of Indian convicts working upon the 
roads. Toward evening we met a large company of Indian labourers 
just landed; they seemed in much better spirits than those labouring 
in the fielus. At a little inn, about twelve miles from Mahebourg, 
we stopped to rest, and took some coffee and ham: and here, as well 
as in some other parts of the mountain territory, the height of which 
is about 2,000 feet, we explored some parts of the forest that covers 
thili portion of the islanJ. Many of the trees, which are of very 
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various species, are dead or dying, from the combined injury ·of hur
ricanes and white ants: a species of the latter, destructive also in 
houses, makes large blackish nests on the upper portions of trees. 
Fern trees, especially of two species, (cyathea excelsa and borbonica) 
are numerous, sometimes attaining thirty feet in height. Diplazium 
arboreum and proliferum, and many other ferns, including membra• 
naceous, and other parasitical species, abound in the shadier plac-es; 
as do also parasitical plants of the orchis tribe, and several other 
orders. The species of pandanus are also numerous, some of them 
exceeding twenty feet in height, and being considerably branched; 
and having trunks five feet in circumference, while others are of 
much humbler structure. Pine-apple plants arc also abundant, but 
this is not their season of fruit: I found a few, however, on our way 
hither, but they were much eaten by a large flat-shelled snail. In 
the thinner parts of the forest tall grass abounds, nnd rubus rosrefo
linus, so as to render passing through difficult. The fruit of this 
rubns is about the size of that of the Ant"'erp raspberry, to which it 
is far from being equal in flavour: its acini are small like those of iu 
near ally found in New South Wales, r. eglanteria; which has 1 
more herby and less acid and agreeable flarnur than the Mauritian 
species. Wild hogs, and two species of monkeys, are· met with in 
these forests; I noticed some of the footmarks of the former. Deer 
and hares are also wild on this island ; but there arc no formidable 
wild beasts, nor any venomou3 reptiles. Small lizards abound; 
some of them are highly coloured with green and yellow; three 
such were eating the dumpling-shaped receptacle of the fruit of a 
vacua, or pandanus, from which the seeds had recently fallen, as we 
pa~sccl Plaines Wilhems this evening; and we counted upwards of 
twenty on the ceiling of the sitting-room of our friends P. and A. 
Ollivier, at Mahebourg, yesterday evening by lamp-light. They 
were of a light brownish horn-colour, some of them thinly spotted 
with black; they make a faint chattering noise, which is often heani 
at night: they are quite harmless, eating moschitoes and other smsll 
flies, but they also are fond of milk and sugar. Tropic birds build 
in the trP.el! of the mountain of this island, as well as on the cliff's of 
the coast: and there is also in the same district a hawk, about the 
size of the sparrow-hawk, said to be the only bird of prey on the 
Mauritius. 

Connected with the natural history of this island, I may here notice 
a remarkable jelly-fish, that I saw while walking near Mahebourg. 
in an inlet of the sea, having s basaltic bottom, and about two feet of 
water, which was prevented flowing out, in order to preserve the fish 
thnt came into it. These jelly-fish were exceedingly numerous; 
they were from two to eight inches across, flat, and about one inc-h 
thick: they rested on the rock upon their caps, which were of a 
brownish colour with white vertical stripes in the margin, which ,ira.s 
not fringed, but constantly in motion by a slight expan:.ion and con- i 

traction, like that of many other species in breathing water and 'i 
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swimming. The tentarulre formed a clouded, flocky, whitish, flat 
disk, indistinctly, to the eye, divided into eight portions, each ol 
which was atta4"hed to the internal centre of the cap by a stout trans
lucent muscle; this species occasionally swims with the cap upwnrds, 
and is also found with six tentaculre. A species of octopodia abound1 
on this coast, with arms thirteen feet long when extended. I noticed 
many of the apprentices carrying them home for food, as well aa 
small quantities of fresh or salt fish. 

The negroes and creoles of this island have extensively adopted 
the Indian salutation of Salam (i. e. Peace be to thee); this is still in 
common use among the Indians, and we frequently noticed the 
countenances of both descriptions to brighten up, on being thua 
Mluted: they are little accustomed to the voice of kindness from 

• those above their own wade in society. Being ourselves on foot, I 
observed the salutation was the most cheerfully returned by the 
barefooted; the people who wore shoes, being free, set less store by 
the exhibition of kind notice. Many of the creoles also use as a 
passing salutation Bon-a:our, corrupting jour into zour, according 
to their patois dialect. Among the Indian conYicts we only noticed 
one wearing chains; se,·eral had a single slight ring around one 
ankle: they are lodged in huts like thatched roofs, or in other 
inferior dwellings, near the road, much in the same way as the 
roa1f-pm-ties in the penal colonies. What renders them peculiarly 
objects of sympathy is, that they were sent hither by colonial 
arrangement, and that for life; and no hope of 11ny remission of sen
tence is held out to them for good conduct. Theirs ia a hopeleea 
bondage, and though it is said by some that they are not hard worked. 
yet are they generally (perhaps constantly) kept breaking stones, and 
mending the road, under a tropical sun: and there are among them 
persons who were so young when transported, that they could only 
in their offences be looked upon as the dupes of those who were 
older, and many of them bear good characters. One of them of that 
class remarked to P. Ollivier that the poor slaves had been befriended, 
but nobody thought of the poor Indian convict. Jn coming alOllg 
we fell in with a man having in a basket an article resembling oat
cake, but of more open texture ; which he said was Bon manger. 
good to eat; that we learned was formed from the root of the mani. 
hoe, from which, if I mistake not, cassava, tapioca, are also made. 
The root is a pleasnnt table vegetable, when simply peeled, and baked, 
or boiled; being insipid, but firm &nd gelatinons, or mealy, according 
to its age, and the manner of cooking: it is extensively cultivated. 
Sometimes it is substituted in the place of rice, in supplying the 
Indian labourers with food; which ia not only an annoyance to them, 
but a breach of agreement. 

Sinre the passing ot' the act abolishing slavery, an arrangement 
has been made, sanctioned by the Colonial Government, for the 
introduction of a great number of these people into the colony. 
(I think the number is 30,000) upwards of 10,000 of whom have 
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arrived. They nre engaged at five rupees (equal to 10s.) a month 
for five years, with also one pound and three quarters of rice, a 
qual'ter of a pound of dhnll, or gram, (a kind of pulse,) one ounce 
of ghee, or butter, daily. But for every day they are absent from 
their work, they are to return two days to their masters, who 
retain, I am informed, one rupee per month, to repay an advance 
made them of six months' wages, and to defray their passage. If 
these men come into Port Louis to complain of their masters, they 
are lodged in the Bagne prison till their masters are summoned, who 
have a great advantage before the magistrate over their servants, 
from the very nature of things; the latter bc>ing foreigners, with 
none to assist them in pleading their cause. A few of the Indians 
can speak a little French, but the chief knowledge of their feelings 
respecting their state was obtained through the medium of a gentle
man on his way to Australia, who, having resided in India, understood 
their language: :ind they universally represent themselves as having 
been deceived with respect to the kind of labour expected from them. 
But perhaps the greatest present evil attendant on their introduction 
into this colony is, the small proportion of females; only about two 
hundred of whom have been brought with upwards of 10,000 men. 
Yet, unless the system of employing them be closely watched, there 
appears to be ground for apprehension that it will ultimately gro• 
into another species of slavery. 

1 Ith 4th mo. A little fatigued with yesterday's journey. l\Iuch 
of the day spent in writin~; but in the course of it I called upon 
Edward Chapman, and at his office read in an English newspaper a 
part of the evidence before the Commi11ee of the House of Commons 
on the state of New South Wales and Van Diemen's laud; which, so 
far as it went, I thought was correct, but, nevertheless, it was far 
from giving an accurate and comprehC'nsive view of the whole subject: 
and I lelt some surprise at the comments of the editor, as well as at 
some of the questions put by the Committee, because these implied 
the sentiments that, as a few persons who had been transported had 
become wealthy, this was generally the case; and that being sentenced 
to a limited period of bondage ought 10 involve disabilities licyond 
that period, as well as that a prisoner in Australia (in the condition, 
be it remembered, of a slave) hnving an ample supply of meat and 
Bour, was therefore better off than a free labourer in England. 
Whereas those wlto hove obtained property are a very small propor
tion in comparison to those transported ; and, in most case~, they 
were sent out many years ago, when the penal discipline was much 
less strict than it nuw is, with all its present deficiencies; and they 
became free at a period when property was much more easily accu
mulated than it now is in those colonies. And it must be obvious, 
that to sentence a man to a privation of liberty for a term of years, 
and then not to restore him to freedom at the expiration of that 
period, would lie unjust. And the mistake is great, that imagines a 
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prisoner in Australia better off because he has an ample supply of 
meat and flour then a labourer in England; who has generally a 
supply of vegetables such as prisoners in Australia know little of, and 
many other little comforts ar0tmd him that the other is entirely de
prived of, and which render the situation of the poor man in England 
infinitely preferable. The person who had been a prisoner at one 
period, but who had become, after a lapse of years, possessed of 
45,0001. a year, might, had a few questions been put as to his pro
gress, have proved to have been in the course of the period of his 
bondage, flogged through the streets of Sydney at a cart's tail for 
stealing ducks, pos11ibly to satisfy hunger, and to have been subjected 
to many other indignities and degradations that were by no means a 
royal road to wealth. 

1 ~th 4th mo. We accompanied George Clark to Roe-en-Roe, 
Mapon, expecting to meet a congregation there to-morrow; ( called 
Good Friday;) many of whom would probably have otherwise gone 
to the Roman Catholic idolatry, called the Adoration of the Cross, at 
Pamplemousses, or Poudre d'Or. 

18th 4th mo. A considerable congregation assembled at the 
achool-house'at .Mapon, to whom the objects of the coming and the 
death of Christ were largely explained, in connexion with the differ
ence between the superstitious appropriation of them, according to 
the traditions of men, and the spiritual application of them to the soul 
by the power of God. The people were ver::,i attentive, and a pre
cious sense of the divine presence prevailed at ,ieasons. In the after
noon I walked to Grande Baie with George Clark and a young 
coloured creole, named Joseph Jeremie, who is learning the British 
and Foreign School system with a view to becoming a teacher. The 
object of our journey was to see some premises that had been offered 
for the accommodation of a school, and which appear to be convenient 
and cheap. We went along the coast, which made the distance about 
nine miles, though perhaps not more than six the nearest way. 
Much of the scenery here is pretty. There are several small groups 
of houses belonging to the districts of Mapon and Grande Baie, near 
to the shore, whieh is either of grassy turf, or of copses of various 
arborescent shrubs; or little tranquil inlets covered by the sea at high 
"·ater, and m11rgined with handsome mangroves, forming bushes of 
from five to ten feet high, having elliptical laurel-like foliRge and 
green germinating fruit, with radicals as thick as a man's thumb, and 
twelve to filieen inehes long: cocoa and date-palms arc also seattered 
here and there, chiefly near the dwellings, many of the inhabitants of 
which have fishing-boats. And outside the coral reef, on which the 
sea constantly breaks, arc the remarkable islets called lie de Pl11tte 
and Quoin de Mire; the former having an ele\'ated cake-like portion 
at one end, and the other resembling a gun· stock placed longitudinally 
on the water. In passing along we gathered a fruit called here jam-
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longue, from a large bay-leafed myrtaceou■ bush; the fruit was about 
the size of a damascene plum, but more cylindrical and of a redder 
purple, sweet but astringent. The houses are of wood, many of them 
pallisaded; (i. e. built of long stakes placed endwise in the ground, 
aide l>y side;) they have composition or boarded floor■, and are plas
tered and whitewashed inside, so as to be made very comfortable. 
We passed the establishment at Beau Manguier, and near it some 
blRcks making large torches of numerous splinters of a kind of wood 
that is inflammable when green, which they use to attract the fish at 
night. These torches are about three feet long, and about a foot in 
diameter at the wider end ; and are bound together by means of 
withes of jasmin du pays, (jasminum Mauritianum,) the shoota of 
which nre so long that one is somerimes sufficient to make a little 
basket, as we were assured by a man of colour that we saw making 
a basket on our way. Tbe sun had set before we left Grande Baie, 
notwithstanding we had used dispatch in the object of our visit; and 
we found some difficulty in steering our course by the stars, among 
the many stony roads that pass in various direcrions among the cane• 
fields: twice we were obliged 10 enquire the way at the houses of 
planters, who treated us very civilly, and one of them sent a black 
along with us, whom we dismissed with a trifling reward, 11Jith which 
he seemed well pleased; we pursued our route by the light of the 
moon, which enabled us to proceed more comfortably during the 
latter part of our journey, at the end of which vi·e again met a 
cordial welcome from our friends Richard and Arabella Tapley, st 
the school-house. 

14th 4th mo. We went upon the coral reef in front of Mapon, 
which is about half a mile from the shore. It is solid, consisting 
chiefly of a large dense madrapore; upon which are attached also 
various species uf coral, alcyonium, &c., IUld several echini and shells 
are found ; among the latter chamagigas is a striking one in point of 
magnitude and of strength ; it varies from nine int•hes to two feet 
across, has something the form of a cockle, but has not so many 
ribs, and it attaches itself to the rock by a large muscle passing 
through an aperture formed by a depression at the back of each YBire 
of the shell. A hand-spike is necessary to take it from the rock, 
though one of our party succeeded in removing two small ones with
out, yet, in the effort, he cut one of his hands severely: this shell-fish 
is esteemed for food, but its gall (stomacl1) is accounted highly 
poisonous. Some of our company were busily employed in taking 
octopodia from their retreats, which are discernible from the fragments 
of shells with ':"hich they are surrounded ; these animals were dis
lodged by means of single barbed iron spears. We afterwards par
took of one of them in curry; the taste was agreeable, somewhat like 
that or shrimps, but it required an effort to overcome the reluctance 
to taste of an animal of an appearance so unlike any thing we had 
been accustomed to eat. This species of cuttle-fish requires to be 
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well beaten and atewed to make it tender; spices, such aa cinnamon
leavea, are also often uaed in cooking it. Lime ia made by burning 
masses of coral. 

15th 4th mo. First-day. At nine o'clock in the forenoon a 
numerous congregation again assembled in the school-house, to 
whom the Gospel of Christ and the power of his ret1urrection, both 
in the soul of man, and aa a Prince and a Saviour at the right hand 
of the Father, were preached, under a sense of the baptizing influence 
of 1.he Holy Spirit. We parted from this company under tender de
sires for their eternal welfare. In this part of the island there is 
more attention to the marriage bond than in many others; but the 
evils of a light esteem of this tie of human society are, nevertheless, 
numerous, and considerable difficulties have been thrown in the way, 
which are not yet fully removed. The interdiction of marriage be
tween parties of European extraction and 1.hose descended of the 
,lave population was repealed some years ago, and the exorbitant 
fees of the Civil Commissary have been reduced ; but obstacles 
connected with the production of registers of birth, (which originolly 
were a part of the evidence of a party designing to marry a native of 
France, not being a creole,) are still in force. Richard Tapley told 
us, that when he was married the Commissary charged him twenty
five dollars, and that, being a foreigner, he was required to produce 
seven witnesses that he was not already married. The CommiSBary 
at Mahebourg charged a man twenty-five dollars, who had but twenty, 
for marrying him at his own house, ( an expedient adopted because 
neither the parties nor their relatives had clothes fitted, in their own 
opinion, for public exhibition on such an occasion,) and when the 
man pleaded his inability to pay, the Commissary abated him a 
dollar, and the man borrowed the remaining four. The Commis
sary's charge is now limited to 6s. But in a case now existing at 
Mahebourg, a man named Renee, a coloured creole, who has been 
living many years with a woman of the same race, baa not been 
allowed to marry this woman, though he is still living with her, 
because the registry of her hirth cannot be found. In fact, there 
aeems to be more caution used to prevent an informal marriage than 
to discourage a numerous population from associating as married 
people out of wedlock. 

16th 4th mo. Having returned to Port Louis on foot ye:sterd:-iy 
afternoon, I spent a portion of the day in writing, and afterwards 
committed to the care of Pierson and Chapman for the mail of the 
Catnatic, No. 95 of my Journal. We also went on board the" Orator" 
to enquire if Captain Terry expected to touch at the Cape; but 
found that this was not his intention. 

18th 4th mo. ln the evening we attended a Temperance 
Meeti&lg, chiefly of soldiers. Robert Reeves also addressed" the 
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company. G. Clarke wa.q unable to attend in consequence of an 
attack of fever, which, by timely application, was, under the divine 
blessing, arrested. 

20th 4th mo. I finished a copy of a ll tter I addrE"s~rd to T. F. 
Buxton, and forwarded to him about a month ago, on the state of 
the aborigines of Australia, and committed it to Pierson and Chap
man to accompany No. 96 of my Journal. 

22nd 4th mo. Accompanied by Jane Clark and her little daugh
ter, and a man to take charge of the vehicle, we joined John Le Brun 
and another person who had gone in another conveyance, at Piton. 
The day being wet was _unfavourable, and the congregation was con
sequently small ; very few ad•Jlts were present. The number of 
apprentices pre11eot in the afternoon was only about twenty-five; 
l!Ofi\etimes they amount to sixty; a larger number of persons of this 
class attending here than in any other part of the island. Their atate 
is one of great ignorance, but not of heathen darkness. They were 
instructed in a very familiar manner by J. Le Brun, and when he acted 
as my interpreter, he occasionally added illustrative explanations, in 
which my little knowledge of French enal,led me to follow him to my 
satisfaction. One of the women present afforded an exemplification 
of some of the evils of the system of apprenticeship; she had three 
boys with her th1ll she is desirous should attend school on week-days, 
but she cannot earn enough to snpport them; she is therefore obliged 
to apprentice them, and they are conseq ucntly brought up in ignorance. 
The inclination of masters to promote the education of theirapprentices 
is so small, that though there are five schools of the Mico Charity in 
the island, and four supported by the Government on the national 
system, one· by the London Missionary Society, and one by its 
Mauritian auxiliary, there are not more than two hundred appren
Lices attend them, even on First-days; nor fifty of this class who can 
read, out of about 60,000. The Roman Catholic bishop only re
turned two in the whole island, I am informed, sufficiently instructed 
to be received as evidence on oath, and we have no ground 10 

suppose the number of apprentices greater in the Roman Catholic 
schools. \Ve dined with Edward Baker, who pointed out a man 
labouring in an adjacent field, who wns a cripple, but is charged ten 
dollars a month, (£2) for the days he works for the maintenance of 
his own family, who live a few miles from his mistress. We returned 
to Port Louis in the evening, being drenched with rain on the 
1"0ad. 

25th 4th mo. Was spent in my usual occupation of writing, i. e . 
. when not otherwise engaged. In the evening another temperance 
lecture was given in G. Clark's school-room. G. Clark re
minded the soldiers, who chiefly composed the audience, that ten 
soldiers had died within the last fortnight, and six of them from 
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intemperance. Serjeant Kennedy, of the artillery, said be thought 
one of the cases particularly ought to be received as a warning, 
as the man was not a drunkard, though an habitual drinker, that 
he was at parade on the Sabbath, was seized with delirium tre
mcns on the following day, died the next, and was buried the 
one ensuing. 

~6th 4th mo. There has been a considerable number of Indian 
labourers committed to this prison since we visited it before, and the 
excess above the estimated accommodation is now sixty. Some 
further progress has been made in the introduction of labour, to 
which the teasing of oakum has been added; and by which the 
women earn a shilling a day each. The gaoler, whose name is Clark, 
takes a commendable interest in his charge, and in keeping up the 
supply of work. I also met the medit·al ofTiccr, who seems likewise 
to be interested in the subject; his name is Rodgers, and many of 
his connexions are Fricnd!i. 

27th 4th mo, We went on board the" Samuel Baker" to enquire 
respecting passage to the Cape, bnt found her destination was not 
determined. A few tracts were left with Captain Wild, and we pro
ceded to the" Orator," Captain Terry, to leave a few for him and for 
his mate. We then went on board the "Strntford," to call upon the 
commander, John Lane, a young man with whom we became ac
quainted at Sydney, when he was second mate 0f the "William 
Metcalfe;" subsequently he became chief mate on board that vessel, 
in which capacity we left him at our last visit to Sydney; he hns thus 
risen rapidly in consequence of his temperance and steady applicntion 
to his various duties, being remarkably abstemious in regard to the 
bane of sea-faring men, strong drink: of spirits he has ne\'er taken 
a glass in his lile. We afterwards called on his employers, Blyth 
and Co., merchants, of highly honourable character, who are said to 
act upon the high principle," As ye would that men should do unto 
you, do ye even so unto them," a principle rarely to be found in 
operation among mercantile men. 

28th 4th mo. \\'e went again to Mabehourg in the French om
nibus. The horses of our vehicie were far from being tractable; one 
positively resisted all efforts to make him go, and wa!< at length ex
changed for another; it was often necessary to push off the carriage 
to get the others started, if they only made a short stop on the 
road, but when they were off they went pretty well. This, however, 
so far as my observation e1111bles me to juclge, is not generally the 
case with beasts of draught and burden in this island, but contrari
wise, they are usually very tractable, Entire horses and mules ere 
chiefly used for driving and riding, and asse8 are also frequently em
ployed for the latter purpose; few of these animals arc bred in the 
Mauritius, but they are imported from France, South America, and 
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the Cape, and are sold at from 201. to 801. each; and fine horses or 
mules often for twice this sum. In drayii, mules are usually led by 
single reins, by coolies or apprentices. Sometimes bullocks are 
used in draught. I have seen four dra"ing a coach in the interior; 
they are chiefly from Madagascar, to which island a considerable 
traffic in them is carried on ; and they have a large hunch on the 
shoulders. Formerly palanquins were almost the only means of 
conveyance, but since the English came into possession of the Mauri
tius, they have formed good roads, and wheeled carriages have 
almost universally superseded the palanquins, which were carried on 
the shoulders of four men, and required other four to be iu attendance 
to change. Few sheep are kept in the Mauritius; mutton is usually 
ls. per pound, and venison from this price to 2s. ; it ia obtained by 
hunting a native species of deer from the woods by means of dogs, 
and shooting the dt'er, There is a native species of hare, and some 
rabbits are naturalized. Two species of partridge and some pigeons 
are the chief wild birds killed for food. Beef is generally from Sd. 
to I 0d. per pound. The markets are supplied with a great variety 
of fruit and vegetables; but the attention of the cultivators of the 
soil being almost solely devoted to the growth of sugar, most other 
kinds of agricultural produce is neglected. 

Soon after arriving at Mahebourg, where we again became the 
gl.l1!ata of Philip and Ann Ollivier, the former accompanietl u, to 
the prison, which we had expressed a wish to inspect. The gaoler, 
an intelligent person, had twenty-eight prisoners under his charge, 
apprentices, of whom eight were females. They were confined in 
two rooms, in an old and inadequate building, ventilated by good
sized trellised windows, and kept clean; but though the men that 
occupied them had only returned from work a few hours, they smelt 
very close. The gaoler said, that when, as was sometimes the case, 
he had from fifty to ai:&ty men confined, the door or windows were 
past approaclting in a morning. They all bathe in the river, which 
is close by, on going out in the morning, and also on returning in 
the evening, and the men work on the roads during the day : their 
victuals consist solely of one pound of rice a day, and they are 
sentenced hither by the ispecial magistrate for periods not exceeding 
thirty days, and also to receive not above thirty-nine lashes. The 
chief offence is "marooning," i. e. running away. The Civil Com
missary has the power of awarding lo free persona six months' im
prisonment; but in case his sentence exceeds thirty days the prisoner 
is sent to Port Louis. The gaoler admitted that with the labour 
and limited ration, the prisoners always became much reduced io 
flesh and strength, ao that sometimes the medical attendant was 
oblige<l to order the sentence to be relaxed; but he said that those 
who had previously lived best suffered most. 

Neither rice nor bread alone seems capable of supporting human 
life. I am informed by D. Johns and his companion that in Mada
gascar, where the natives use rice only as the provision of their 
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journeys, they make a lixivium with wood-ashes to use with it. 
Very few rases of disease requiring hospital treatment occUT in the 
prison at Mahebourg. In the evening we accompanied P. Ollivier 
to the Wesleyan chapel, remaining as spectators till the usual 
services were concluded, when P. Ollivier interpreted what I had to 
say to his congregation. Among them was an old man, who till 
lately opposed his children's attendance at the Wesleyan chapel, and 
with whom they had expostulated on the inutility of Popish super
stitions, and on whose account they had felt much heaviness. At length 
the old man acknowledged to one of his sons, that he was convinced 
the Roman Catholics '\\·ere in error; for when he attempted to pray 
to the Virgin Mary, he felt this was wrong, and could not proceed. 
Since that time he has attended the Wesleyan chapel, and he 
now expresses great satisfaction in having made this change. 

29th 4th mo. First-day. We went to Plain Magnan in the after
noon, and met the Jevout soldiers et P. Ollivier's in the evening, and 
had some service with each of these parties. The little company at 
Plain Magnan are in en interesting and enquiring state of mind; two 
of them came to Mahebourg in the morning, and in conversation in 
returning they made several comments on the delusions under which 
they had been kept by the Roman Catholics, who, they said, till 
lately, had conducted the service of their church in Latin, an unknown 
tongue in their congregations, without interpreting it, which was 
contrary to Scripture ; but now that a few persons had left their 
congregations, (or rather had begun to attend others,) the priests 
had begun to perform their services in French; which was a practical 
admission that they have been deceiving the people by keeping them 
in ignorance and darkness, while pretending to teach them the will of 
God. Lieutenant Forrest, a pious young officer, spent a little time 
at P. Ollivier's both last evening and this. 

30th 4th mo. We returned from Mahebourg in a crowded omni
bus, and received a valuable letter from Edward Baker, explanatory 
of the evils of the apprenticeship sysu,m. Robert Reeves called and 
presented us with copies of his returns of the importations for con
sumption into Port Louis, and also of exports for the quarter ending 
5th April, 1838. This is an important statistical record, and if con
tinued will mark the comparative rate of progressive improvement 
in the state of the island when slavery becomes completely ab&lished, 
and its relic, apprenticeship, no longer exists. One of the sons of 
the Colonial Secretary, G. F. Dick, called to invite us to dine to• 
morrow, but we begged to be excused with a tea-visit. 

1st 5th mo. We spent the forenoon in making enquiries respect
ing vessels for the Cape.. The Zenobia, which put in on her way 
from India to repair her masts, sails thither immediately, but she is 
full of passengers, The only vessel we could hear of was the 
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Olivia, a small trader, expected to be ready about the !Oth instant. 
Ob calling at the house of Blyth11 we fell into conversation with a 
gentleman who expressed a strong conviction, that if the circumstances 
of the importation of Indian labourers into this colony were known 
in England, this system would not be tolerated, if it were but on 
account of the certain evil results of bringing such a large proportion 
of men, (already upwards of 10,000,) into the colony, with so small 
a proportion of women, (not more at present than 200 ;) healsoatated 
his opinion to be, that immediate emancipation would have had great 
advantage over the apprenticeship system ; and made some remarks 
oo the dissatisfaction of the imported Indian labourers, on finding 
their wages not equal to other free labourers, instancing the case 
of his own groom, who declared he would leave him on account 
of not having wages equal to a Scotchman in the same employ. 
We took tea with Captain Dick and family, and spent the even
ing in conversation on important subjects. Many of the appren
tices are endeavouring to purchase for themselves that liberty 
which the British nation paid for them ; but it is argued by some, 
that that payment was not adequate, because individuals among 
them cost their masters a much larger sum than that paid, and few 
less ; the fact being left out of view, that a large proportion 
were growing old, and bad become of much less value than when 
purchased. The sums demanded for the residue of their time 
are very high in proportion to the original cost as slaves, 

2nd 5th mo, We procured specimens of some species of coral 
from some blacks, who are allowed by their employer to colJect 
it for sale. Some of the species are variegated with bluish slate
colour, white and red; and in one species these colours form 
concentric circles. The colours fade in drying. In the course of 
the day John Le Brun and Lieutenant Turner called upon us. 
The temperance meeting was well attended by the military. 
Robert Reeves, G. W. Walker, and myself were the chief speakers, 
or rather readers, as much of our communications were read from 
the printed works io our possession, -George Clark was prevented 
attending by indisposition. 

Srd 5th mo. Before breakfast G. W. Walker, George Philogene, 
and myself visited the Chinese cemetery, which is much hidden 
from public view, though only separated from the burial-grounds of 
the white and the coloured population by a wall. The graves are of 
raised masonry, with stones about two feet high, and fifteen inches 
wide, walled in to the north ends, 110 as to stand flush with the 
heads of the graves, which are about half their height. Most of 
these stones have three perpendicular rows of characters engraved 
in them, and coloured with red paint, and upon their tops, confined 
by a rude stone, are laid a few folds of blank paper, or of paper 
forming three or more separate leaves, ith sev rill marks cut in 
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them. A aort of altar, with a marble tablet let into it, having 
many characters engraved upon it of much smaller size than 
those on the tombs, is fixed into the wall of ~be adjacent burial
ground, from which it forms a projection ; and contiguolll to this 
i.9 a sort of double semicircular wall with copings, and the inter
vening space nearly filled up to the coping of the inner wall. 
On this intervening space there _are many piecea of paper depo
sited in the same manner as upon the tombstones. On the centre 
of the coping of the inner wall, a round flat stone, painted red, 
and about a foot across, is placed. Below it are portions of wax 
that show candles to have been burnt here, where it is said their 
priest is stationed when a corpse is brought for interment, and 
that be performs some sort of burial-service. Hard by there is 
alao another semicircular wall of smaller dimensions, which we 
were informed was used by the poorer people. The number of 
Chinese in Port Louis is considerable: they are considered • 
industrious, but to be much addicted to the reception of stolen 
goods. I omitted to notice that some of their tombstones have 
the engraving on marble tablets let into the basalt. 

4th 5th mo. We called on Edward and Mary Chapman, who 
are now rcsiJing in a large house in the Champ de Lort, Port 
Louis. We also visited the Infant School, under the charge of 
Grace Reeves; it is a Government institution and free of charge; 
the number of pupils is about forty, daily attendance somewhat less; 
to-day being showery it was only twenty-five. Like other institu
tions of the kind it is very interesting to persons who desire to see 
education become general, and take pleasure in the improvement of 
the moral at!lte of mankind, but this is a very small class in Port 
Louis, and, consequently, the schools have few visitors, and parents 
who have not themselves a practical knowledge of the advantages of 
education, are negligent in sending their children. We here met 
with a young widow named Applegate, the pious sister of our kind 
friend Theodore B. Bartley, of Kerry Lodge, near Launceston: 
she is here with her infant son, on her way from India to Van 
Diemen's Land, a passenger on board the Emerald Isle, which hav
ing received damage in her rudder, was enabled to reach this Pore 
for repair. It was very pleasant to us to meet this individual, 
knowing something of her character previously from her brother. 

5th 5th mo. We walked to the top of the Pouce, considering 
1uch a turn-out desirable for our health. Geo. Philogene was our 
companion; and we enjoyed the various beauties and curiosities 
of creation presented in the primeval forest of the upper part of 
the mountain; in which, however, many exotic trees and shrubs 
have now become naturalized: such as the lemon, guava, jambos, 
&c. The bigarade, a bitter species of orange, ( citrus vulgaris,) is 
considered native here, as are also two species of coffee, and a greac 
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variety of other trees and shrubs. Those on the higher part of the 
mountain, which is 2,484 feet high, greatly resemble those of the 
mountain-track about Cure-Pipe, and are intermixed with t1imilar tree
ferns and pandanre, end have ferns, pepper-vines, end orchidl!IE, 
&c. of like kinds on their trunks. Rhipsalis manritiane and sarcos
temma manritianum, two filiform, leafless plants, the thickness of a 
quill, are found upon the rocks ; . and salaxis arborescens, a heath
like shrub, belonging to the heath tribe, grows upon the mountain
top, along with the pretty little blue lobelia serpens, &c. A foot
psth passes nearly over the top of the Pouce, by which fruit, &c. is 
brought from the plains of Moka to the bazaar or market of Port 
Louis; this rocky mountain-track saves more than six miles of dis
tance: it is principally travelled by the blacks, who, having been slaves, 
and oow being apprentices, are, as a ,natter of coune, obliged 10 

traverse it bare-footed, though they carry their loads in baskets ou 
their heeds, and generally require sticks to steady their steps. 0, 
the heartless cruelties of oppression ! 

6th 5th mo. First-day. We attended at John Le Brun's chapel. 
I had 1omething to communicate before the compsny separated. 
John Le Brun preached in the morning; but having a cold, George 
Clark, who had been prevented going to Mapon by indisposition, 
interpreted for me. In the course of the <lay I walked to the ceme
tery, and on the way saw several persons pursuing their daily 
avocations; carrying clothes to the Grande Riviere to wash; repair
ing fishing-nets, carpentering, &c., and at the door of the cemetery, 
hewing and engraving tomb-stones. Many persons in the cemetery 
were replacing the nosegays on the tombs of their relatives. I am 
not aware of any counting-houses being kept open on First-days; 
but it is common with merchants to invite the captains of vessels to 
dine, and spend the day with them in the country on those days. 
Sale■ are held in the country occasionally, by advertisement from 
the public offices, on the First-days; and it is not supposed that one 
person. in a hundred attends public worship in the Mauritius: even 
many who have been brought up in the regular attendance in Great 
Britain become negligent in the practice when removed among a 
thoughtless and licentious people. 

7th 5th mo. I went with Samuel Le 11run, a son of John Le 
Brun, who is pursuing medical studies, to the civil hospital at the 
Grande Riviere, under the charge of a surgeon, named A. Mont• 
gomery ; by whom I was politely received, and shown over the in
stitution, whil'h is not nearly so well attended to by the civil autho
rities as the military hospital at Port Louis is by the military. A. 
Montgomery stated that he had applied to have the premises white
washed for eleven months, without heing successful in having this 
necessary work effected. The internal arrangement is also very in
ferior to that of the military hospital; b It the wards are clenn. 
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The number of patients is considerable; cons1stmg of free Eu
ropeans, Asiatics, and Creoles, (who are persons born in the colony, 
whether white or coloured,) apprentices, and Indian labourers and 
convicts. There are also a few lunatic patients, most of whom are 
lodged in large cells, opening into two day-yards, in which such as 
are considered well enough are allowed to walk. The cells have 
large barred windows, with wooden shutters outside; but there is 
an air of want of comfort about the place, though the patients do 
not appear to be unduly confined. I presented A. Montgomery 
with a copy of the sketch of the Retreat. 

8th 5th mo. To-day I commenced the essay of a letter to T. F. 
Buxton, on the state of the population of the Mauritius, as con
nected with the effect of slavery, and its substitute apprentice
ship, &c. 

10th 5th mo. We went on board the Stratford to complete the 
package of some coral, and to present J. Lane with a book and some 
tracts. I was likewise on board the Diana \Vith a few Australian in
sects for the surgeon, J. Sealey, accompanied by a remembrancer 
to encourage piety. It is difficult to obtain specimens of many of 
the species of madropore and coral of this coast, from the blarks 
who collect them; for they bring only such as are most striking to 
the eye, and overlook the rest. The curious tinge of pink, blue, 
and white, in patches, and concentric rings on their specimens are 
not the natural colour of the corals when living. I am uncertain 
how they are produced; but as they bury them in the sand to de
compose the animal matter, possibly the colouring may be connected 
with the process of decomposition. 

12th 6th mo. The number of animals of the lower tribes in the 
seas of the tropical regions is very great, and presents a vast, and 
highly interesting field of research for the naturalist; who, where
ever he turns, finds the wonderful traces of the Creator's hand. 
Are not His works thus spread around us to prove His glory and 
His power in what direction soever we choose to look, and thus to 
incite us to adoration and praise? But if we live in forgetfulness 
of Him, whose glory and whose power are thus made known, even 
by the lowest of His works, shall they not prove witnesses against 
us in the day of judgment? For not only do the heavens declare 
the glory of God, and the firmament show His handy work, but all 
the earth is full of His glory; and the creatures upon it testify His 
power, and that in wisdom He has made them all: from man whom 
He created in His own wisdom, to the beast of the field, the fowl of 
the air, the fish of the sea, the tiny insect, the microscopic animal
cule, the half-vegetating zoopl1yte, the stately forest-tree, the grace
ful palm, the gay-Aowere<l shrub and plant, the little moss, the 
skin-like lichen, and even the grce1J, or re ,, or b ue mould on the 
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decaying cheese, or at raw I for all are organized with wonderf w ud 
inimitable skill. 

13th 5th mo, First-day. We were again present at J oho Le Brun'a 
chapel in the morning and evening, where I had again to endeavour 
to direct the attention of the congregation to the spirituality and the 
practical nature of the Gospel. 

14th 5th mo. Last night the wind waa very boisterous, coming 
in heavy puffs from the N. E. Soon after sun-rise the weather again 
became calm, and the temperature which had fallen several degrees, 
rose to its common elevation of about 84° in the shade. I again 
joined Samuel Le Brun io bis morning visit to the civil hospital ; 
some 0£ the surgical cases are very interesting, and exhibit great 
skill in the surgeon, particularly one of fractured leg. Every morn
ing numbers of Indian convicts present themselves as patients; among 
whom, many are such as try, by feigned illness, to escape for a fe1r 
days from their toil on the roads in the burning suo; from which they 
have no other hope of escape, but by the termination of their lives. 
We afterwards breakfasted with the surgeon, A. Montgomery, and 
his family, and spent some time in conversation. On returning to 
town, G. W. Walker joined me in calling on Blyths to enquire 
further respecting the Maria, the destination of which is not yet de
termined. We have repeatedly been much gratified io conversing 
with the partners of this house, one of whom was some time Consul 
at Algiers, to find such just views of the state of the population of 
this island, and of the great moral defects io its laws and in their 
administration. T, and E. Kelsey and Robert and Grace Reeves 
took tea with us at George Clark's ; and we spent a very pleasant 
evening io conversation on religious topics, among which the 
preaching of women especially gained attention, and waa acknow
ledged by the company not to be contrary to Gospel order, upon 
conviction resulting from a careful comparison of the passages of 
Holy Scriptures, considered to be in favour of the practice, or 
against it. 

15th 5th mo. Most of the day occupied io writing. In a walk 
for exercise I saw the noble rivea tilicefolia in blossom : it is a 
climbing plant, of the convolvulus tribe, growing oo the coast 
among the grass and bushes, The Bowers are deep pink, and up
wards of four inches in diameter: the tube slightly bell-shaped, 
and much darker than the rest of the blossom ; the five ribs of I.he 
flower are also of a deeper hue than the rest of the disc. Batata 
{ipomrea) maritima. which also has handsome pink blossoms, i1 
likewise common on the coast : its long trailing stems arc collected 
in bundles, which being taken into the shallows near the shore, are 
dragged to the beach by a person at each end, and often bring with 
them numbers af small fishes. G. W. Walker being unwell from 
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ear-ache, which baa mused him considerable lllff'ering lately, I went 
alone to T. Kelsey's to tea. J. Le Brun and family, Col, Hazel
wood and family, and Elizabeth Applegate werv of the company: 
we spent a pleasant evening, and parted about nine o'clock, accord
ing to the good custom of these families, after an interesting re
ligious opportunity, in connexion with reading the Scriptures. 

16th 5th mo. The Temperance Meeting was well attended by the 
military : one of whom related his own experience of the blessing 
resulting to himself, from buing adopted the principles of tem
perance, which he bas been enabled to do, in accordance with a resolu
tion he came to when attending a meeting, held by George Clark, at 
Mahebourg. Before that period be was a great drunlcard ; but 
though strongly tempted to break his resolution, from the crs.ving 
he felt for about a month, he bad been enabled to keep it, and to 
carry it out to total abstinence from all stimulating liquors ; and 
since he bad abandoned the use of all these, it had pleased the Lord 
IO give him the knowledge that he bad a soul to be lost or saved, 
and to lead him to seek salvation, of which be now possessed a 
peaceful hope. This confession was impressive to the meeting, and 
especially so to Col. Jones, who rejoices to see any thing good 
growing up among hie men, 

17th 6th mo. Chiefly occupied in writing. In the even
ing James Blyth took us to bis residence, about four miles 
from Port Louis, on the elevated country bordering the Grande 
Riviere, and from which there is a beautiful view of the harbour, and 
the adjacent mountains. Philip Blyth joined us, and we spent a 
little time very pleasantly, and had much conversation on the state 
of the colony, the improvement of which appears to be much retarded 
by the retention of old French law, and by the influence of persons 
of principles far from Christian in the administration of it. 1'be 
Committee of Public Instruction, not very long since, proposed to the 
government to impose a heavy penalty, with six months' imprison
ment, upon any person who should presume to teach the lower 
orden any thing beyond the rudiments of education. This, of 
coarae, received no sanction from the Governor, though be did not 
oppose the printing of their proposition, after some of its most ex
ceptionable parta bad been modified or omitted ; but it had the good 
effect of so completely convincing the Home Government of the un
fitne1111 of this committee to be entrusted with the subject, that their 
power was limited to the charge of the Royal College; in which their 
own children, and others of similar rank, are instructed. Perhaps 
this circumstance may account for the neglected state of the build
ings of that institution, which, at various times, have sustained much 
injury by hurricanes, and are much out of repair. 

18th 5th mo. After taking leave of Euph (Ilia B yth, her hus
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band accompanied us in his carriage to town again ; wbere we 
again pursued our writing till evening, when we joined T. and E. 
Kelsey and Elizabeth Applegate at tea, with Robert and Ann 
and Grace Reeves. After having concluded their daily labours, 
George and Jane Clark were also added to the rompany. The 
time was spent in edifying conversation, and we separated, after a 
favoured religious opportunity, in which, after the reading of the 
12th chapter of Matthew, I had a few comments to make on the 
privilege of being admitted to a near relation with Chri11t, according 
to his own words, " Whosoever shall do the will of my Father 
which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.'' 
George Clark and R. Reeves afterwards gave utterance to prayer, 
and R. Reeves subsequently made a few comments on another pas
sage of Scripture. I may here notice that James Blyth has a 
coachman, a native of India, who wished to be married to a woman 
he is living with; but has been prevented by the obstacles thrown 
in the way by the laws of this country: after several fruitless at
tempts, he at length got the matter put into train, and hoped to 
have had all the difficulties superseded at the expense of eight dol
lars; but on application, found that the sum required would be 
fifteen dollars, which was more than he was possessed of. The 
consequence is, he is living with the woman in question, in the 
manner which is common in the colony. Another case may be 
stated illustrative of the effects of this state of things. A person 
with whom we have become acquainted, of pious and respectable 
character, advanced the means of purchasing the unexpired period 
of apprenticeship to a couple, on condition that they should 
serve him as hireJ servants until the sum was repaid-the man at 
ten dollars, the woman at seven dollars a month, with rice for them
selves and a child, which the woman has living with them-the off
spring of a white father, and therefore a favourite. This woman 
has also three other children, each having a different father, with 
whom she has successively lived in the capacity of a wife; but 
never having been legally married: and her present reputed hus
band has also a son by another woman, who formerly stood nomi
nally in the relation of wife to him. These people are notwith
standing looked upon as respectable servants; and so far as these 
circumstances, so much to be lamented, are concerned, the system 
of slavery under which they formerly lived, and the state of the 
laws, are chiefly to be blamed; for these are among their bitter 
fruits. Cases of this kind might be multiplied without end, as well 
as of the profligacy, both of the upper and lower classes of society. 
But truly it is a shame even lo speak of those things that are here 
practised : and were it not that the wickedness of such n system may 
be so far understood as to be hated and abolished for ever, I should 
hardly have ventured to have said so much upon it as I have done . . 

21 st 5th mo, I finished the transcript of my letter to T. F. 
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Buxton, on the state of the population of this islnnd ; to which 
some observations by Edward Baker, on the apprenticeship system 
are attached. At the request of G. Clark we called on the Colonial 
Secretary, to consult him as to the proper steps to be taken in the 
case of a person who had caused a ncgrcss to be shot at, as she 
was leaving his premises, having purchased the residue of the term 
of her apprenticeship. Captain Dick recommended that, as the 
woman was too much injured to go to the police-officer, the person 
at whose house she is should go thither, and lotlge an information ; 
on which an officer should be sent to take the woman's deposition : 
this was done accordingly. We went on board the Emma, just ar
rived from Launceston, Van Diemen's Land and King George's 
Sound, and bound for the Cape; which we understood had some 
benbs to spare: but after seeing them, we concluded to engage a 
passage on board the Olivia schooner, of 149 tons, which is the 
larger vessel, and we felt best satisfied with, notwithstanding the 
charge was £5. each more ( viz. £3.5. each); and on board the 
Emma there was a person named Thornton, the purser of the 
Pelorus, with whom we had become acquainted, who is both a pleasant 
t'Ompanion, well acquainted with the part of the African coast 
along which we have to sail, and, we conclude, a man skilful in na
vigation : the Olivia is expected to sail next First-day. Robert 
Reeves accompanied us on board these vessels, and afterwards intro·
duced us to a merchant, named Plantain ; with whom we had some 
interesting conversation on the present state and future prospects of 
the colony. This person is open to conviction on the advantages of 
free labour, and of the settlement of the labouring classes as small 
proprietors. He talks of trying the experiment with some Indians 
he is about to introduce, whom he has encouraged to bring out their 
wives. 

22nd 5th mo. We breakfasted with John Le Brun and family, 
after a satisfactory reading of the Scriptures and religious opportu
mty, John Le Brun is labouring usefully in this colony, he has stood 
his ground in the face of much opposition ; and we have no doubt 
of the wisdom of the measure adopted by the trustees of the Mico 
Charity, in making him, in the present state of the colony, their 
agent. To these trustees also, out of a parliamentary grant, the sum 
of£ l000 was committed to establish a normal school in Port Louis; 
Rnd another sum of £780 to assist in opening other schools for the in
struction of the black population of the colony. The principal ob
ject of the trustee~ is to spread, as much as possible, the bene
fits of education in general, but particularly religious instruction ; 
for which purpose the Holy Scriptures, and extracts from them, 
which are in use by the British and Foreign School Society, are 
madi: use of, without :my catechism or other book ,of peculiar doc
trines; and the children nrc at liberty to attend the same places of 
worship with their parents. The schools, in fact, are conducted on 
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the system of the British and Foreign School Society. Two nor
mal schools have been opened ; viz., one at Port Louis, and another 
at Mahebourgh, and three others in different parts of tbe colony, for 
the moral and religious instruction of the apprentices and their 
children, as well as for any other children that their parents choose 
to send. Besides the schools I have already mentioned, there are 
a number of others at Port Louis. The whole enumerated in the 
Mauritian Almanac, includes Le College Royal, Mauritius Academy. 
College St. Louis, English and French Academy, Colonial Aca
demy, fifteen boarding schools, a Government school for mutual in
atruction, the school of the Mico Charity, an evening school, a 
Sabbath school, and a second Government school : to these may be 
added the Government infant school, and the school of the London 
Missionary Society. There are also in other parts of the colony 
about half-a-dozen other schools. A very small proportion of the whole 
number are open to the lower classes, and a large majority of the 
whole population are unable to read. In 1he evening an interesting 
Temperance Meeting was held in George Clark's school-room. A 
large number of the military was present, to whom George Clark 
made a very animated appeal on the occasion of the decease of an 
artilleryman, which took place on the 'ith day last from delirium 
tremens, and who was interred the following day, according to the 
law of the island, which requires interment to take place within 
twenty-four hours. This event was one of very awful character : 
the man was not one who was considered a drunkard, but one who 
often took a single glass, and who, to all persuasions to adopt the 
principles of the Temperance Society, replied, that he was quite suf
ficiently master of himself not to take more than was good for him ; 
and this he maintained in spite of the evidence to the contrary, af
forded by a previous attack of the fatal disease which brought him 
to his end, without any appearance of preparation for eternity. A 
considerable impression was made upon the soldiers, several more 
of whom rallied around the standard of temperance. Moat of 
those who adopt temperance principles forsake also the use of wine 
and malt liquors. 

28rd 5th mo. We breakfasted at Fort Blanc, with Lieutenants 
Turner and Forrest, whom I have before mentioned as pious young 
men. We took tea with Thomas Kelsey and his wife, in company 
with several other individuals, to whom we are now paying parting 
visits. 

24th 5th mo. Occupied in writing and preparing for our Toyage. 
I shipped our heavy luggage on board the Olivia. I have been sur
prised, while sojourning in the Mauritius, to see the variety of veg1> 
tables cooked and eaten under the name of bredes, or brettes; 
aeveral of them -esteemed, in a raw state, either acrid or decidedly 
poisonous ; but which are by stewing rendered not only harmless, 
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but wholesome. They are usually eaten with boiled rice and mild 
currie, which constitute the chief diet of the creoles, or native popu
lation; many of whom, in eating dry boiled rice, prefer greatly con
veying it to their mouths with their fingers, to taking it with a spoon 
or fork, which they say spoils its flavour. The brede songe (young 
leaves of caladium esculentum, and some others of the arum tribe), 
are boiled in water previous to being stewed ; but most of the 
others are simply stewed in a kind of broth, formed by boiling an 
onion, that has previously been roasted, and a little lard in some wa
ter. Among these may be enumerated brede martin, which is no 
other than the poisonous solanum nigrum ; brede malgoche, or so
Janum nodiflorum, another plant of poisonous character; brede 
girammoude, the very young shoots of cucurbita pepo (the common 
pumpkin); and brede gaudolle, basella indica. Among the creoles, 
as well as apprentices, the practice of eating snuff is very common : 
they take it in large pinches and rub it on the outside of the lower 
gum, where a depraved appetite for it appears to be as strongly es
tablished 81 in the nose, when it is snuffed up the nostrils: smoking 
cigars is also a very common custom among the Mauritians. The 
females ~neraJly go without caps, and many of them wear their 
hair tastily put up with large square-topped ornamented tortoise-shell 
combs, which are manufactured in Port Louis: those who have 
woolly hair take great pains, by combing it out and greasing it, to get 
it straight, in which they succeed to a considerable degree, though it 
sti11 shows decided undulations. Many of the elder women tie 
coloured handkerchiefs over their heads, including also their large 
combs ; and others throw black veils over their heads and shoulders. 
An Englishman can scarcely fail being struck with the rudeness of 
the ironmongery and lamps in use in the Maurilius, particularly 
in the hinges and fastenings of doors and windows. 

26th 5th mo. We took tea with the Colonial Secretary and his 
family, and at their house met with George Grey, who was associ
ated with an officer nallled Lushington, in exploring the north
west cout of Australia, from whence they lately returned, after 
making some interesting discoveries. When exploring the interior 
in about latitude 15° south, the company only took about half a pint 
of brandy with them, to be used if required as medicine, and all the 
men enjoyed good health, notwithstanding the great heat and 
fatigue. It was interesting to us to find that while George Grey 
had been making bis voyages, he had been diligently searching the 
S<Tiptures, with a view of ascertaining where the truth laid, in regard 
to the points in which Christians differ, and that his search had not 
been in vain, his conviction being, that the doctrine of the immediate 
teaching of the Holy Spirit is the plain doctrine of the Gospel, and 
that clearness with regard to other doctrines depends upon the 
practical reception of this. Previous to our visit to the Colonial 
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Secretary we had an interesting conversation with a number of pious 
soldiers at George Clark's, 

26th 5th mo. We got our luggage on board the Olivia, and took 
leave of several of our friends ; among them of George Clark, who 
left for Mapon, to visit the congregation there to-morrow. During 
our sojourn under his roof, we have felt much unity with him and 
bis simple-hearted wife ; they are truly valuable people, and are 
occupying a very useful post in this land, in which the inhabit.ants 
8enerally may be described os sitting in " darkness and the shadow 
of death." I spent an hour with George Grey, whom we have fur
nished with n few books and tracts. 

27th 5th mo. First-day. We attended the French congregation 
at J. Le Brun's chapel in the morning, where a prayer for our preser
vation was publicly offered up. Before lenving I once more ad
dressed the audience, endeavouring to press upon them the necessity 
of attention to the convictions of the Divine Spirit, which leads out 
of conformity to the world and into conformity to Christ. This I 
endeavoured to illustrate by reference to the parable of the "little 
leaven which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal, until 
the whole was leavened.'' I trust our being here has tended to im
press this important doctrine with more depth and clearness on some 
pious minds, whose labours in the promotion of that which is good, 
we have reason to believe, would be much more effectual if exerted 
more immediately under this precious direction. Having now dis
charged my debt of love to these people, I knelt down among them 
and prayed for the blessing of the Most High, and for the extension 
of the knowledge of his mercy in Christ Jesus amongst the inhabi
tants of the land that yet are in darkness, serving Satan through sin. 
On leaving this assembly we returned to our lodging, took a hasty 
meal, bade farewell to Jane Clark Rnd her little daughter, and, ac
companied by Robert Reeves and George Philogene proceeded to the 
Olivia, which laid at a little distance from the town, ready for sailing. 
Our friends soon took leave of us, and returned on shore with some 
young men tl1at had come on board with our only fellow-passenger, 
a young Mauritian named Alfred Raymond. This I found a favour
able opportunity for putting into the hands of these young men a few 
tracts calculated to instruct them in the way of life and peace, the 
way of holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord. 

Vo!Jage to the Cape of Good Hope. 

The day was fine, and at one o'clock we made sail, and the beau
tiful scenery about Port Louis quickly retired from our view, but was 
succeeded by that of the west side of the island, as far as the M orne 
de Brabant, a lofty bluff near the Riviere Noir. The view of the 
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sugar-plantations interspersed among the wood of the plaina, from 
which rise abruptly the various craggy mountains that, toward the 
Riviere Noir (or Blal:k River) form more continued ranges, was very 
fine. On passing the point of the island, we came into " a sea
way,'' that gave the vessel so much motion as to produce the usual 
consequence, sea-sickness, though not in a violent degree, yet suffi
ciently to make us glad to retire to our berths, notwithstanding the 
delightful serenity of the evening, 

28th 5th mo. The night was calm, but a good wind sprang up 
at sun-rise. In the evening we had a fine view of the Island of 
Bourbon, which is very mountainous: the volcano was emitting 
smoke, that after ascending perpendicularly, was carried off diagon
ally toward the north. 

29th 5th mo. Bourbon was still distinctly in view at sun-rise; its 
volcano smoking as last evening. Though the mountains of this 
island were far above the horizon, and the weather was clear, they 
were scarcely discernible when the sun was up. We were to the 
S. S. E. of them, perhaps forty miles. The day was fine, with signs 
of rain in the evening. Our captain and fellow-passengers readily 
consented to the daily reading of the Scriptures in the cabin. 

30th 5th mo. Out of sight of land, and nearly becalmed. Not 
laying our course by several points. The rain very heawy this morn
ing; exposure to it for a few minutes served the purpose ofa shower. 
bath, which is very grateful in a warm climate; our geueral snbsti
tute is to have a few buckets of sea-water poured over us while 
standing in a place on deck convenient for the purpose. In the course 
of the day we remembered our dear friends assembled at the Yearly 
Meeting, with feelings of deep interest in their welfare, and desires 
for their steadfast maintenance of the truth as it is in Jesus, apart 
from the inventions and imaginations of men. A small armed French 
vessel passed near us. 

81st 5th mo. We are now about three hundred miles from the 
Mauritius, and nearly becalmed. A stormy-petrel is the only living 
creature seen beyond the limits of our vessel. On board we have a 
large sleek ass, a sow with three well grown pigs, two sheep, a very 
domestic goat that supplies us with milk, a little dog, plenty of ducks 
and fowls, and a cage of very handsome small birds, natives of the 
Mauritius, The cargo is sugar, rice, coca-nuts, and tamarinds. 
And, as is commonly the case in sugar-ships, we have plenly of large 
cockroaches, that sometimes intrude into the cabin : one woke me 
this morning by rustling among my hair; happily they do not excite 
in my mind the horror they do in the minds o_f so~e persons. Our 
captain, William Ro?me, is an orderly und_ mtelh~oot man, very 
attentive to the duties of the vessel of which he is part owner, as 
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well as to the comfort of his pauenS'!rs ; to which the cleanliness and 
quietness of all on board contribute not a little. The mate is an 
unasauming but clever man in his station, brought up in the cout
trade, and the picture of health and strength. The steward, an 
American black, very civil, persevering, and orderly, and the crew 
under remarkably good discipline. Our provision is very good, and 
amply 1ufficient, but not wastefully extravagant, as is often the case 
at the commencement of voyages, when the wpply is not equally 
abundant toward the conclusion. The captain has a son with him of 
about ten years of age, who is in delicate health. Our fellow-passen
ger, who is of French extraction, is a polite young man, proceeding 
to the Cape. Unpleasant as the sea is under any circumstances, we 
have great cause to be thankful in hning been guided to the choice 
of the Olivia of Cape Town for our voyage. 

1st 6th mo. Nearly calm till evening, when a gentle breeze sprang 
up. A small fin-whale passed near the stern. 

2nd 6th mo. The breeze moderately freah, but not sufficiently fair 
to admit of the vessel laying her course. 

3rd 6th mo. First-day. We recrossed the tropic. Theday was 
spent quietly. At noon G. W. Walker read the seventh chapter of 
the Acts, on deck; and I afterwards made a few comments. The 
ship's company were invited to be present, but the men before the 
mast being unused to assembling for such a purpose, the attendance 
was small : they expressed thankfulness, however, for a few 
tracts. 

4th 6th mo. Our course having been further to the westward, than 
is usual in voyages from the Mauritius to the Cape, in consequence 
of the prevailing winds, the mountains of the south coast of Mada
gascar were in view at day-break : they are aaid by Horsburgh to 
be computed nt nearly 8,600 yards in height above the sea-level. 
They were about twenty leagues distant. One small bird seen. The 
wind fresh and favourable. 

5th 6th mo. The weather beautifully fine, the wind brisk and 
fair, the sea of an olive hue, indicating Jess depth than when it is 
dark blue; this is probably consequent on our proximity to Madagas
car, which is not, however, in sight. We 11re now crossing the mouth 
of the Mozambique channel. 

7th 6th mo. The sea very smooth. Light breezes at intervals 
enable us to make a little progress. A large black whale was 
ncnr us for some timl', also a dolphin, and a few small pilot-fish. A 
fow Portuguese men-of-war, of an inflated species, were sailing on tl,c 
snrlarc, one of which we took; its bo<ly was pellucid, forming an 
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irregular bladder, with a corrugated ridge on one side that appeared 
to aerve as a sail. A cluster of tubercles at the back of the upper 
angle of the body, and the tentat>ulie, were blue; the rolour in the 
teotacule in spherical granules. Only one of tbe tentncuhe was long, 
and it waa capable of an extension of more than two feet: length of 
the body of the animal 1 t inch, breadth l inch, depth ¼ of an inch. 
I did not touch the body, as it belongs to a stinging tribe. A few 
birds of the petrel tribe were also seen, and at night we heard the cry 
of ,ome terns. Lat. 28° 22" S. Long. 40° 51" E. 

8th 6th mo. Squally, with showers. The wind pretty favourable. 
Few birds seen. The afternoon fine. Few days elapse without our 
making some progress with our writing; though the time we can thus 
occupy is short, on account of the smallness of our cabin, the short
ne111 of the days, and the time necessarily spent on deck for exercise, 
u well as from frequent incapacity from nausea and occasional inter
ruption of the rolling of our little vessel, and risk of sprays down the 
sky-light. 

10th 6th mo. First-day. Chiefly spent in reading and retirement; 
the assembly on deck was larger than last week. I read to them the 
fifty-fifth of Isaiah, to which my mind was much drawn previou~ly, 
and afterwards made comments on several passages, referring to them 
again in the book, and pressing on the attention of the company the 
invitations and promises contained in it. A measure of that solem 
nity prevailed which always claims our gratitude to the Giver of all 
good, who condescends to lead his unworthy but dependent children, 
and to exercise them variously, according to the variety of circum
stances under which they are placed. Some of our company are 
Roman Catholics, and little acquainted with the Scriptures. 

11th lith mo. A brisk breeze increased into a gale, the wind at 
N.E. The vessel took more water thnn before, and in pumping it 
out there were indications of the sugar having been slightly touched, 
Upon the whole the Olivia is very dry, scarcely taking enough 
water to keep her sweet, but lying over from the gale occasioned her 
to take more than usual. Sugar being a soluble cargo, the pumps 
are tried about every two hours. Notwithstanding the roughness of 
tlse sea, some Portuguese men-of-war, both of the inflated and the 
oval species, were floating on its surface. 

12th 6th mo. Laid-to in the gale. The motion so grent as to 
render writing difficult. Diffuse lightning without clouds to the 
south-west in the evening. 

13th 6th mo. Still laid-to under a reefed storm-trisail. The sea 
very high, and occasionally breaking over the deck, but not so as to 
do us any .erious injury, yet rendering it necessary to have the corn-
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panion and the sky-light closed. Several birds of the albatross and 
petrel tribes soaring about. Read some portions of Scripture with 
our fellow-passenger, who has not had the advantage of a religious 
e<lucation, privileges often too little prized by those who partake of 
them. I received from him some further affecting particulars re
specting the low state of morals in the Mauritius. 

14th 6th mo. The wind less unfavourable, the weather finer, and 
the sea less boisterous. We are now about eighty miles from Port 
Natal, and a little to the south ward. V cry few birds, but a few 
flying-fish were seen, also the spouting of a whale. A ship visible 
from the mast. 

15th 6th mo. A brisk and favourable breeze. The ship seen 
yesterday a few miles a-head of us to-day. Birds of several species, 
but not numerous; two terns among them. Diffuse lightning with
out clouds after sunset, previous lo which there were several distinct 
strata of thin clouds. 

161h 6th mo. In the morning we sighted the coast of Africa, near 
the Keiskamma River. The land was not very high, some of the 
hills to the southward were rather rounded, and the country to the 
northward flattish. We were not very .close in with the shore, and 
the day was rather hazy, We are outside the Aguilhas Bank, l1aving 
no bottom at one hundred fathoms, and the sea being dark blue, and 
rarely blackish, according probably to the variations in depth, and in 
the nature of the bottom. In the evening a storm arose from the 
north-west, which rendered it necessary for the vessel to be laid-to 
under a reefed storm-trisail. 

17th 6th mo. First-day. The gale continued, the sea frequently 
\Vashing over the deck. I spent most of the day upon my bed, being 
best able to avoid inronvenience from the motion when there. Toward 
evening the wind diminished, and the rain had assuaged in some 
measure the rnging of the sea, so as 10 admit us to go on deck for 
air, We enjoyed the fresh air after being pent below in an atmosphere 
renclered very disagree-able by the sugar, which, when stowed in a 
close vessel, produces a very unpleasant smell. The sea was phos
phorescent where it continued to break, and showed many bright 
spots on the deck as the rolling of the vcs~el brought up a little of 
the water under the bulwarks; which were shaken a little in one 
place, by the stroke of a l1eavy srn, in the afternoon. We were un-
11ule to assemble with the ship's company for religious purposes, but 
read a portion of Scripture in the cabin. Nausea produced great 
torpor of intellect in my own case, but I was mercifully preserved 
quiet in mind; remembering that "the Lord sitteth upon the floods," 
that "he sittcth King for ever," and foeling a peaceful resignation to 
his holy will. 
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J-Sth 6th mo. The weather beautifully fine; the tumultuous 11ea 
bas become smooth, and the change from yesrerday it extraordinarily 
great, the wind is nevertheless from the northward ; but, though in 
point of sailing we-are making but little way, yet a 1trong current is 
setting us rapidly to the westward. 

19th 6th mo. The strong cu1Tent to the westward caused the 
swell from that direction to be very heavy, and occasioned the vessel 
to roll and pitch violently. There was but little wind: two vessels 
Kl sight also steering westward: a few birds hovering abouL 

20th 6th mo. The current bas drifted us upwards of seventy 
miles to the westward, and about fifteen to the southward, within 
the last twenty-four hours, our position being on the edge of the 
Aguilhas Bank. Birds are not numerous, though we have continually 
soaring within our horizon, at a small elevation above the water, and 
often very close to the vessel, the wandering albatross, the mollymawk 
albatross, the black alliatross, called also the Cape hen and the nelly, 
the Cape pigeon, the sooty petrel, and the white-bellied petrel: an
other bird of the petrel tribe made its appearance to-day, it was 
rather larger than the Cape pigeon, of a slate-grey colGur, with 
black-tipped wings; the black forming a curvated patch when the 
wing is expanded : there was also a small light-coloured petrel. We 
begin to feel the wind cold, though the thermometer stands at 
about 66°. 

21 st 6th mo. The shortest day in this hemisphere; the thermo
meter down to 60°; we are glad of our Flushing clothing, being 
probably more sensible of cold from our late sojourn in a warm 
climate. There was much lightning to the south-east in the evening. 
Few petrels, the albatrosses more numerous: a few gannets indicate 
our approach to land, which we again sighted in the morning, having 
a distant view of the undulated mountain-range, near Mossel Bay, 
and toward Cape V aches. The ass and some other animals on board 
exhibit sensations of pleas111·e on approaching the land; toward it the 
donkey often stretches out his neck and brays. A shark was ob
served alongside the vessel. 

22nd 6th mo. The wind light, easterly, the weather very fine; 
the mountains near Cape Vaches still in view. The sea was very 
luminous after sunset, the ripple upon its surface, where at all broken, 
presenting the appearance of silver light. When the sun was high, 
numerous small translucent boditls were discernible in the water, 
among which I could detect a tubular jelly-fish and some sepia!. 
The Conch, from the Cape, passed us, going eastward, and a ship 
which we have seen at intervals for the last three days was still in 
sight. The albatrosses and gannets increase in number; the petrels 
have left us. We are now on the hroad part of the Aguilhas Bank. 
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2Srd 6th mo, Weather very fine; wind light, south-west. Cape 
lnfanta and the Gonner's Guoin, the nearest high land to Cape 
A!fUilhaa, in sight at sunset, distant about ten leagues. Some digi
tated foci of large dimensions passed us ; also some transparent flat 
bodies, about one foot and a half long and one inch deep, probably 
animated, and a few masses of oval transparent bodies, one inch aad 
a half long, with a lucid line longitndinally through their centres; 
also many smaller gelatinous bodies, probably allied to medusre. 

24th 6th mo. Wind light and adverse; three vesseb in sight. 
The serond of lsaiah was read on deck, but the attendance was small. 
Though much good order is observed on board the vessel, that new 
birth is little understood, without which a man cannot even see the 
kingdom of God, or understand in what it consists. 

25th 6th mo. A breeze from the south-east enabled us to pus 
Cape Aguilbas before noon ; and the wind atrengthening, in addition 
to a cummt in our favour, we rounded the Cape of Good Hope 
about 9 P. M., distant from our position at noon about eighty 
miles. The mountains along this part of the coast are lofty, and 
more continuous and even in their surface, than thote to the east of 
Cape Aguilbas. Severn! blue petrels, Cape pigeons, and alba
trosses were soaring about in the afternoon. The sea wu very lu
minous after ,unset, as it has been for several nights lately. The 
turning of the Cape of Good Hope and re-entering the Atlantic 
seems something like turning the corner that opens out the street in 
which one's own dwelling is situated; and though we may not very 
soon expect to see our own habitations, yet this tum may bring us 
11gain quickly into an acquaintance with the state pf our dear con
nexions, from all tidings of whom we have now been c:ut off for a 
long season. My last letter from York was dated in the 9th month, 
1836 ; and the last tidings I had from thence were through a letter 
to Daniel Wheeler, dated early in 18:37. I may, however, record 
with thankfulness to Him to whom I have committed myself, and 
those who are dear to me, that dming this long interval, notwith• 
standing the daily remembrance of my own kindred and many dear 
friends, I have not been permitted to feel anxious respecting them; 
hut have witnessed the fulfilment of the declaration,-" Cast thy 
burden upon the Lord, and he shall • sustain thee; " nevertheless I 
nm far from calculating on exemption from trial. 

2(ith 6th mo. LaRt evening the wind failed as we approacl1ed 
Hurllt Bay, and it became a perfect calm, which lasted during the 
day; bnt we drifted to opposite Table Ray, and had a fine view of 
the rugged mountains contiguous. 

Q7th 6th mo. A light breeze enabled us to enter the bay during 
11 fine, dear night; but in consequence of the wind failing at inter-
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nls, it was ten o'clock in the forenoon ere we dropped anchor off 
Cape Town, where eighteen other veuela were lying. We got on 
shore about noon, and received a kind and Christian welcome from 
Dr. Phillip and his family. One of our first visits was to the post. 
office, where we received numerous letters from our dear relatives 
and friends. I commenced reading mine from the earliest date, and 
proceeded as I had opportunity, and with an interest not easily to 
be understood, except by penons who have been so long cut off 
from communication with their friends. Reverent thankfulness 
clothed my mind in the evidence afforded of the Divine Presence and 
hlessing being continued to my family, and many of my relatives and 
friends; yet this was at times mixed with mourning and prayer on 
behalf of others, whose feet had either never been turned into the 
way of life, or through the subtleties of Satan, had been turned out 
of it. Dr. Phillip kindly assisted us in calling to deliver a few let
ters, and in introducing 11s to a comfortable and respectable boarding
house, kept by a widow named Ann Gunn, where we take up our 
abode till we see our way open further. We have each a lodging
room, and the use of a sitting and a dining-room, in common with 
the other boarders ; of whom there are now four males and one fe
male, besides ourselves : the charge, nine shillings a day for less than 
a month ; seven shillings a day if for a month. 

Cape TOffln, f8th 6th mo. 1888. I finished the reading of my 
letters from England: they have yielded me much comfort in re
gard to the work in which my dear companion and myself are en
gaged, especially that from my beloved friend Samuel Tuke, convey
ing the expression of the sympathy o( the Yearly Meeting: the 
sympathy of many dear friends, expressed individually, has also 
been very cordial. For notwithstanding the good presence of my 
Heavenly Father has, in unmerited mercy, been generally felt to be 
very near, even in times when the sense of my own emptiness and 
liability to err have been the prevalent clothing of my mind, as well as 
in l!le88ons of a more rejoicing character; yet in being so long absent 
from the bosom of the church, and having but little communication 
with its members beyond the circle of my own family, a temptation 
has occasionally been presented to fear lest the unity of the body 
ahould not remain with•us; especially as many things of an unusual 
Mture have occurred, in which we had thought it our duty to engage. 
But I would record with gratitude, that when communication with 
my beloved friends was long cut off, 1md discouraging views soml'
times presented themselves respecting the possible state of my own 
family, or the sentiments my dear friends might ente1 tain respecti11g 
our proceedings, the Lord condescended to whisper peace into my 
soul, bringing to remembrance his ancient injunction,-" Be still, 
and know that I am God;" accompanied with the calming influrncc 
of the Holy Spirit, enabling me to feel anew that I had resigned my
self and all my beloved connexions to him who docth all things 
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well, and that so long as he spoke peace to my soul, I had no just 
cause for anxiety, but might repose in him with the confidence of 
a child on the bosom of a tender father. The diYersity of gifts in the 
church of Christ ha11 also been brou!?ht with much clearness before 
my mind, with the conviction that, h~w smell soever my own might 
be, and different from those of many others, I should gain nothing 
by endeavouring to follow in their tracks, or to imitate them; that 
my business was, therefore, constantly to wait on the Lord for the 
knowledge of his will, and for strength to perform it; and in so do
ing I should, through his mercy in Christ Jesus, stand acquitted be
fore Him. For I was not insensible of having frequently sustained 
loss for want of maintaining properly a state of watchfulness and 
prayer; on which account I needed forgiveness, and for which fa
therly chastenings have not nnfrequcntly been dispensed, I trust not 
quite in vain; for I think they have weaned me more thoroughly 
from dependence upon myself, and brought me to trust more simply 
in the Lorcl, and to wait more patiently for the fresh unfoldings of hi3 
Spirit. And whether engaged in waiting under the sense of my own 
incapacity, or exercised in proclaiming the message through Jesus 
Christ, and exhorting to submission to the convictions of the Holy 
Spirit, in order that this mercy may be practically received, or 
labouring in what may be compared to endeavouring to remove the 
rubbish that impedes the spreading of the Gospel, I desire to bear 
continualJy in remembrance the remark of the Saviour, that though 
" the Spirit is willing, the flesh is weak." 

We have cause again to magnify the goodness and mercy of our 
God, in preserving us from inconvenience in our voyages. The 
Emma, which we looked at before engaging passage on board the 
Olivia, came in to-day, having suffered much from the gale of the 
17th ult. though only a day's sail behind us. Four other vessels that 
also sustained damage have put into Simon's Bay. We were kindly 
assisted in landing our baggage by G. F. Parker, a son of our friends 
John and E. Parker, of North Harbour, Port Jackson; he and my 
old school-fellow, Thomas Laidman Hodgson, both kindly proposed 
our lodging with them, but this we thought best to decline, believing 
we shall be more generally accessible in a private lodging. 

f9th 6th mo. Was extremely wet. I wrote to A. C. Flower, and 
we called on Dr. Phillip. 

30th 6th mo. The rain continued. I obtained a letter from tfie 
post-office from my sister Elizabeth Backhouse, directed for D. 
Wheeler or myself, containing some highly interesting particulars of 
the last days of dear Jane Wheeler; and prepared some slieets of my 
Journal for transmission to England. In the intervals between the 
showers I called on several persons to deliver letters, being kindly 
conducted by George F. Parker. 
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1st 7th mo. Fint-day. We sat down together to wait upon the 
Lord in my dear companion's room, and were comforted in this re
tired situation, though to many it may seem like hiding our light 
under a bed ; but such is not our intention: we cannot, however, 
bring ourselves under more public notice till we know the Good 
Shepherd to put us forth; and then we do not doubt that he wilt 
rondescend to go before us. The rain ceased in the forenoon, and 
we walked out for an hour to obtain warmth. The thermometer 
being down to 60° we feel the cold after a tropical climate. In the 
evening we called on W. H. Harvey, the Colonial Treasurer, the son 
of the late J. M. Harvey, of Ireland; to whom I was indebted for 
an introduction to General Bourke, previously to his going out as 
Governor of New South Wales. W. H. Harvey professes with 
Friends, as do also two or three other young men in Cape Town. 

2nd 7th mo. Much of the day was spent in looking out for lodg
ings, in which George F. Parker was kindly helpful to us, as well as 
in passing the remainder of our luggage at the Custom House. For 
some tracts, and a few pocket-handkerchiefs for presents to the 
aborigines, we paid a small amount of duty, (at the rate of three per 
cent.) being informed, in reply to an application to land them free of 
this impost, as we have been allowed to do on former occasions, that 
"it bas recently been ascertained that the Governors of colonies 
have no aathority to direct the admission, free of customs' duties, of 
any article not being for the service of her Majesty." I conclude 
that the ordnance and other government stores, and the outfit of the 
military and persons holding government offices, are the articles 
considered as being for the service of our good Queen ; but with all 
due deference, I venture to 11tate my opinion, 1hat no more important 
se"ices are rendered in her realm than those which contemplate the 
moral and religious improvement of her subjects: and, though the 
matter is very unimportant as regards ourselves, or the expense in 
duty to our own Society, yet I regret that any new impediment 
should be thrown in the way of labours, unexpensive to the Govern
ment, to promote the public weal. In the course of the day we called 
again on W. H. Harvey and on Dr. and Jane Phillip, the latter has 
put into circulation a considerable portion of the tracts and books we 
left in her charge; the remainder now revert to ourselves, and in a 
few days we hope to be able to examine our stock. T. L. Hodgson 
and a missionary, named Oldie, called upon us, and spent an hour 
in conversation respecting their Caffre missions and the state of the 
Caff'res. In the evening we attended a monthly missicnary meeting, 
in the Union Chape}, at which John Williams, of the South Sea 
mission, was present; the Camden missionary ship having put into 
Simon's Bay yesterday. J. W. gave some very interesting particulars 
respecting the mission, and also respecting his visit to England, the 
liberality of the Bible and Trnct Societies, of the Corporation of 
London, and of some of the nobility and many private individuals, 
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He spoke very modestly of the labours of the missionaries, and in 
alluding to the good that had been effected among the islanders by the 
introduction of the Gospel among them, dwelt cbieOy upon the de
struction of idolatry and infanticide, and the general improvement of 
the people; but he alao brought forward some cases showing that a 
spiritual change bad been wrought : and he noticed the important 
fact, that multitudes, who a few years ago were in utter ignorance, 
could now read the Holy Scriptures with facility, and a1ao could 
write intelligent letters. After John Williams had concluded I gave 
the company some information of the forlorn state of the aborigines 
of Australia, and the injury done them through misapprehension and 
prejudice; and pointed out the loss they sustained in having so few 
persons interested in the amelioration of their condition. Dr. Phillip 
next addressed the meeting, making a few pertinent comments on 
what had already been expressed, and showing that the erroneous 
ideas of defective capacity in the Australians and Tasmanians, and 
the alleged difficulties in regard to their instruction and civilization 
were only such as had long existed in respect to the Hottentots ; 
which had been demonstrated to be utterly fallacious, and the result 
of ignorance of the constitution of the human mind: and he expressed 
a conviction that, now that more correct information was diffused, a 
better spirit would be stirred up toward these oppressed people, and 
that ere long they would become the subjects of more extended 
Christian labours, and that in them also the power of divine grace 
would be shown. 

3rd 7th mo. We engaged lodgings at the house of Thomas aod 
Ellen Thwaits, who keep a school, and have a large family; but their 
house being much bigger than they require, we have a good sitting
room, and each a large lodging-room; for which, and breakfast and 
tea to ourselves, and dinner with the family, we pay three rix-dollars 
( 4s. 6d.) a-day each. The house, being a Dutch one, has no fire-place 
in the parlour, which makes it rather cold at this season; but, in 
n<ldition to reduced expense, we have the privilege of receiving our 
friends as if in our own house, which suits us much better than hav
ing only the use of a public sitting-room. We dined with W. H. 
Harvey, and a young man named Elliot, who is in the custom-house 
and with whom W. H. H. is joint housekeeper; and before dinner 
took a walk through the Kloof, between Table Mountain and the 
Lion's Hill, toward Camp's Bay. The scenery is very grand, and, 
though it is the depth of winter, many beautiful plants and shrubs 
are in flower. The soil here is of clayey texture, the rocks belonging 
to the slate formation. W. H. Harvey is a diligent botanist, and 
interested in natural history generally. On these subjects, as well 
as on the state of this colony, and the state of those we have recently 
visited, we had much conversation; and before parting read a portion 
or Scripture, which opened the way for some religious counsel and 
vocal prayer. 
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4th 7th mo. Seveml of the missionaries from on board the Cam
den lodged at A. Gunn's last night, and breakfasted there this morn
ing; a conversation occurred at breakfast on the subject of war, when 
a young man associated ~·ith the missionaries bound for the South 
Seas pleaded in its defence ; and stated that he thought the civil 
magistrate was bound to extend protection to those who looked 10 

him for it, against the aggressions of hostile tribes. This specious 
kind qf reasoning is very common, but those who adopt it appear to 
forget that peace on earth is one of the characteristics of the Gospel ; 
and that those who look to the l'ivil magistrate for military protec
tion are persona who ha.,.c made themselves " partakers in other 
men's sins," by occupying territory stolen ttom these holtile tribes; 
who would generally, if not universally, have received small parties 
of Christians, whose object in going amongst them was to impart to 
them the knowledge of the Gospel. Dut when persona professing to 
be Christians mix themselves with parties of legalized robbers, and 
receivers of stolen property, in locating themselves like swarms of 
locusts on property forcibly taken from the aborigines, they forfeit 
their Christian character; and in seeking protection from those who 
hold the possession of sud1 territory, not by pence, but by force of 
arms, they lean upon a defence which is artcr this world, not after 
Christ. The fact that men of the world do and will fight, proves 
nothing in defence of war being lawful for Christians, whose leader 
said, "If my kingdom were of this world then should my servants 
fight, but now is my kingdom not from hence." My opinion was 
asked on £he proposal made for colonizing New Zealand: this I 
stated to be, that those who had proposed the measure had therein 
figured to themselves a mut'h easier task than they would have found 
it to be, had their project been encouraged; that one of the points 
I felt most afraid of was the introduction of soldien, as such a mea
sure would be sure to make many of the Europeans lesa careful of 
their conduct toward the nlltives than they would otherwise be, as 
military protection would be depended upon. That, on the other 
hand, the natives seeing a hostile front thus presented, would be 
more disposed to make attacks, for, to assume the posture of defence, 
provoked attack; nnd that I had no douht of the advantage tha& 
would result to the New Zealanders, if they could be persuaded to 
establish a focus of government upon a representative plan, ns that 
would give them common interests, and extinguish the feuds of tribes 
governed by chiefs, but that I did not think we had a right to force 
such a system of government upon them. A merchant, named Ainsly, 
acquiescetl in these views, and said he thought we had a right to go 
among them to evangelize them, but no_t to colonize them, and thus 
to add to British territory: he also stated his satisfaction in the 
petition to have a man-of-war stationed at New Zealand having been 
rejected, and accorded in the sentiment, that if the British resident 
had sufficient magisterial authority given him, with power to avnil 
himself of the help of such Europcnn~, or natives, ns he mil!'hl find 
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necessary for constables, to keep British subjects, taking up their re
sidence in New Zealand, in order, this would be the proper kind of 
authority to be exercised. Two of the missionaries who sat by, and 
1ome other persons, acquiesced in these sentiments, and the con
versation terminated comfortably. 

27th 7th mo. W, H. Harvey took a parcel of books and tracl.5 
to Simon's Town for Richard Jennings; to the former I have given 
a quantity of seeds collected in Australia, &c., which may be useful 
in the same latitudes of this country. I bad not time to distribute 
them myself, and W. H. Harvey knows who will be most likely to 
make good use of them. Occupied with a letter to George Lang
horne, Port Phillip. 

1 st 8th mo. The day was very wet; we spent most ofit in writing 
letters to accompany copies of " The Report of the Parliamentary 
Select Committee on Aboriginal Tribes, with Comments, &c.'' \\ 7 e 
took tea with G. F. Parker and his wife and brothers, with two of 
their friends, one of whom is a local preacher, we thought of more 
zeal than knowledge: he had much to say on the subject of minister
ing spirits, that appeared to us to be more Miltonian than Scriptural. 

6th 8th mo. We made a few calls, and then pursued our writing 
till afternoon, when W. H. Harvey calJed to invite us to walk with 
him toward the lighthouse fur the purpose of obtaining specimens 
of a small species of aponageton, that we had noticed in pools of the 
adjacent flat; on the sandy parts -0f which ferraria undulate, and 
several handsome little annual plants are coming into blossom. \V. 
H. Harvey bas just published a volume on the genera of South 
African plants. copies of which he presented us with. 

• • • Our friend, James Backhouse, and his companion, G. W. 
Walker, left Cape Tonm .soon qfter the last date of the foregoing 
E:rtracts, with the e:rpectation of visiting mang qf the seltlemenu i,a 
t!tc interior ef the colon!/: he anticipated more di.fficullg in lravelli,rg, 
and i11 kee11ing up hi,t Journal, tha11 had been the case; it ,r,as ,rol, 
therefore, his intention to transmit regular portions of it ,11hil.st on t/iis 
jo11rney. It c?nnot, conseq11en_llg, be expected that any f11rther seltc• 
lion will be pnntedfor a considerable time to come. 
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APP E,N DIX. 

A Letter to Thomas Fo,vell Buxton, on t!ie Stale of the Populalwr, of 
/1,e l'rlauritius, lo ,vl,ich u appmded a Leller Jrum EdnJard Balcer 
on the Apprenticeship S9stem. 

To Thomas Fowell Buxton . 

Port Louis, llfaur!tius, 
14th of 5th month, 1838. 

. SEcT. !.-Having now spent upwards of t~o months upon this 
island, during which my attention has been at.rongly directed to the 
S!ate of its population, especially as connected with the slavery that. 
t11I lately existed here, and to the adoption in its place of the system 
of apprentice11hip, as intended to prepare the slaves for the enjoyment 
of liberty; as well as to some other au~jects connected with the 
freedom aod welfare of other portions of the human family resident 
in this colony, I venture to bring the following observations under 
thy notice, knowing thy warm interest in these questions. 

8.EcT. I 1.-The state of slavery that existed in the Mauritius is 
generally admitted to have been mild compared with that of many 
other parts of the West Indies, notwithstanding the free administra
tion of the lash as a stimulus to labour, and for punishment in this 
island, and isolated acts of atrocious cruelty; and certainly nothing is 
known here of the tread-mill as an instrument of torture; but never
theless, the effect of slavery appears to have been to produce universal 
hardness of heart, and profligacy of morals, in all ranks of society.
See Note a. 

SEcT. 111.-The young slaves have been completely under the 
control of the children of their owners, and this has opened the way 
for unbridled licentiousness on the part of the sons of proprietors, 
which has spread into all ranks of society; while too generally the 
young female slaveM, as well as free creoles, have been taught rather 
to consider themselves honoured than disgraced by such an inter
course, especially if with persons a shade lighter in colour than them
selves: and though from this commencing at an early age, the in
crease of the population has rather been retarded than advanced for 
many years, except by the importation of Indians; yet where the 
birth of children by slave-mothers hns been a consequence, t.he~e, 
having been by law the slaves of their fathers, have often been sold 
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by them; and such fathers having also sometimes bad free-born 
children, into whose possession their slaves have descended, such 
children have been known to sell their slave half-brothers and sisters; 
and cases are said to have occurred where the slave-children, having 
been made free by their fathers, have e,en sold their own mothers! 
-S('e Note b. 

Si::cT. IV.-To have enforced marriage among the slaves, and 10 
have restricted their intercourse to this honourable bond, when such 
dreadful immorality prevailed among the proprietors and other free 
people, would have evidently been, on the part of the free, to have 
confessed their own infamy; the slaves also have therefore been left 
to a promiscuous and unrestrained association. Under these circum
stances all the tender ties of human socic-ty have been trampled under 
foot: marriage has been generally disrel!arded-a large majority of 
all ranks of the inhabitams are to this day associated illicitly,-the 
chief part of the creole (or country-born) population, who form, per
hnps, nine-1cn1hs of the whole community, have been born out of 
wcdlock,-and every imaginable species of incest is to be found 
among them ; so thRt, especially in the cottages of the lower class, 
the inexplicable mixture of relationship is quite appalling; and 
among those who occupy a higher station, aH the evils to be npected 
from such an unnatural and abominable state of society abound. 

SECT. V.-This state of society appears to be a natural result of 
slavery, and it seems to have been left in this colony to tllke its course, 
by those who have professed to be the religions teachers of the peo
ple, and who, with the l'xception of a few Protestant ministers intro
duced since the islsnd came into the possession of the English, and 
one of the first of whom, with his congregation, \VBS put under the 
surveill1tnce of the police by an English governor! have been satisfied 
with baptizing the children, teaching the people to cross themselves, 
And say,•• In the name of_ the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost," and with burying the dead; and have taught that these, with 
the occasional observation ofa few other superstitious rites, were what 
the Gospel required, and sufficient for salvation !-See Note c. 

Si::cT. VI.-At one period a law was made, by the French in this 
colony, prohibiting the marriage of a person of colour, or rather of 
slave descent, if the colour were only traceable by register, to one of 
purely white extraction, bnt no impediment was thrown in the way 
of the illicit intercourse of such parties: and, to the disgrace of the 
English, this law was not repealed till some years after the Govern
ment was in their hands; and as if to impede as much as possible a 
return to a better state of things, to this day there remains :1 neces
sity for the production of registers of birth, in order to parties being 
allowed to marry; which, with whatever modifications may hitherto 
have been introduced, is still an impediment 10 some being legally 
united who would gladly be so, and who have been living togEther 
for many yeare.-See Note d. 

SEcT. VII. While the French were possesffors of this island, per
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eons of colour were not permitted to Jive in Port Louis, but a suburb, 
now called Malabar Town, was appropriated for them; and if they 
did not bow to the white men they met, they were liable to be whipped 
by the police: even in death their atihes were not allowed to mix, 
and a wall still separates between the burial-grounds of the white 
and coloured population. Slaves were not allowed to wear shoes, nor 
was this privilege afterwards granted them by the English; but the 
prohibition has even been extended to the apprentices. See Note 
e, and Postscript. 

SEcT. V[II.-The despicable conceit of the white population has 
connected the idea of freedom in the mind of the apprentice with 
false notions of superiority, and the privilege of being idle and 
drunken without control; and these have immediately exhibited 
themselves in the parties that have already beeome free, under the 
operation of the Emancipation Act; and there is reason to fear they 
11'ill produce the same effect upon the successive series, and that the 
domestic apprentices will look down upon the predials with the same 
degree of contempt that the former are treated with by those who 
have already been freed. There is ground to believe that this evil, 
the injurious effects of which must tong be felt in society here, would, 
in considerable measure, have been avoided had the whole slave 
population been made free at one time. But it is as curious as it is 
humiliating, as an illustration of the working of the fallen nature in 
man, to obi,erve the ramifications of this root of pride m the popula
tion of this colony, whether free or in bondage. The white despisP.a 
the person who has the least tinge of dark colour indicative of slave 
extraction, and the slightly coloured values himself much above his 
fellow creole of a shade deeper tinge; and this is continued through 
every gradation down to the blackest, who, if his hair be rather less 
woolly than that of hi11 neighbour, may also, even on this account, 
thi!}k himself the better man !-See Note f. 

SEcT. IX.-Among the external evidences of the depraving effects 
of slavery, is to be observed the general disregard of the first day of 
the week, as set apart for religious purposes. The principal markets 
take place on this day-all kinds of mechanical labour are to be seen 
going forward-apprentices are hired out to work, either by their 
masters or other11-public sales by advertisement, and even by 
authority, take place-and few persons resort to places of worship, 
but many to amusements. , 

SscT. X.-Nothing need be more obvious than that a good moral 
training would be very advantageous to the slave before attaining to 
freedom, nor that such a training would never be effected under the 
planters, nor the generality of domestic proprietors. In proof of the 
latter sentiment, appeal may be made to the total neglect of such 
training during the long period of discussion, not of whether slavery 
ahould be abolished or not, but of when it should be abolished; and 
now that the period is fixed, to the t,-ontinued neglect of those in 
whose hands they are left by the Government s a entices, for the 
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1pecial purpose of this training. Some persona are to be found who 
think that the slave population bu, in the mean time, acquired 11 

valuable degree of self-respect, calculated to prepare them for freedom; 
but if they have acquired this, it is not the result of any system of 
training, but of the mere anticipation of liberty at a certain period. 
And the effect of apprenticeship has far more obviously been, to ex
tend their ideas of idleoe1111 and intemperance as enjoyable in a state 
of liberty; to prepare them for indulgence in the latter through tbe 
increase of appetite for strong liquors, resulting from the sale of 
arr.sck to them by their masters; and which, having no money when 
they were absolutely slaves, they could not obtain beyond a small 
daily allowance that was made them by most planters; to increase 
the feeling of disunion between them and their masters, by exposing 
them to the continued oppression of the latter under a system designed 
to be oue of milder and more equitable servitude; and to afford the 
pl.snters an opportunity of rendering themllt'lves more independent 
of the freed slaves by the introduction of a large number of Indians. 
-See Note g. 

SECT. XI.-The ig1toraoce prevailing amoog the apprentices is 
Yery deplorable : there is ground to believe that not fifty in the 
whole island can read, and it is doubtful if even a fifth part of that 
number can, notwithstanding they amount to about 60,000; and so 
little di11position is there on the part of their masters to promote their 
instruction, that there are not two hundred of this class who attend 
the free schools accessible to them in the island; of which, exclusive 
of the infant-school at Port Louis, there are four supported by tl,e 
Government, five l>y the Mico Charity, and two by the London Mis
sionary Society and its Mauri1ian auxiliary; to some of which Hen
ing and Fir11t-day schools are also attached, especially for this class 
of pupils.-See Note h. 

SECT, XII.-The difforence of circumstances between slavery as it 
formerly existed nnd the apprenticeship system is chiefly, that the mas
ter of the apprentice cannot flog him with a whip without the interven
tion of a special magistrate ;-that the whip of the overseer is therefore 
exchanged for a stick or ratan, which is said, however, sometimes to 

. be freely used ;-that the hours and days of work being now limited 
by law, the apprentice must be paid for his over-work; but for this, 
if ever so much extended, even to the employment (with his ll'gal 
quantity of nine honrs daily for five days in a week, and the cutting 
of grass, which makes it about ten) of fourteen hours daily, and the 
occupation of the Sabbath, he rarely gets more thRn three rupees, 6,. 
a month, while if he wants a little time for himself, he is often charged 
at the rate of ten dollars ( 4-0s.) a month; or ifhe be let out by his master 
t.o another planter, about si,c or eight dollars a month, or even more, 
,iill he demanded for his services ;-that while in absolute slavery 
he groaned without hope under oppression, that sometimes made him 
reckless, but now he bear11 hi~ wrongs more patiently, hoping before 
long to escape from them by becoming f •-that when be was a 
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slave he had no money to spend, anJ was therefore limited to twc 
glasses of arrack in the day, but now, in many instances, bis master 
sells him additional arrack for a portion of his hard-earned wages, or 
he can save his money to purchase his freedom earlier, which is a 
matter of emulation with many, or he can purchase superior clothing, 
or other gratifications that his state of slavery formerly denied him. 
lu other re1>pects he scan-ely knows the difference between being a 
slave and an apprentice.-See Note i. 

SEcT. XUI.-The amount of wages given to apprentices for work 
is very inadequate to that of free labourers, (except the imported In
dians, who indeed cannot properly be regarded as free,) and the con
sequence is, that such as have families are under the necessity of 
apprenticing their children from their infancy. And in auch cases, 
as well as in most others, the apprentice generally submita quietly to 
the wishes of his maater, fearing that. if he should oppose them, his 
own siruation anJ that of his family might be rendered more uncom
fortable. And if children be apprenticed the power of sending them 
to school is lost to the parent, and except it be for a couple of hours 
on the First-day, in a very few instances, the children are not sent to 
school Ly their masters. 

SEcT. XIV.-The advantages of immediate emancipation would 
probably bav~ been as superior to the slave-holders, compared with 
the apprenticeship system, as to the slave. At the period of the 
great change the planter would have had in his band additional 
capital to enable him to procure free labour, end to alter his system 
of management. This is now gone, the emancipation money is spent 
in many cases in the improvement of his estate, and in some in dis
encumbering it from mortgage, and be has got into a train of opera
tion suited to the present means of employing without wages his own 
servants, for whose freedom he has been paid by the Government. 
Persons who poEsess slaves, but are without land, have adopted a 
plan of letting them out for hire end living on the proceeds of their 
labour, and with the anticipated liberation of the apprentices their 
means of subsistence will cease. 

S1tcT. X V.-Special magistrates appear to be generally as in
efficient for the objects for which they were designed in this 
colony as in the West Indies, but the system of apprenticeship, 
in connexion with which they are appointed, is much.more to be 
blamed for their inefficiency than the men who fill the office. It is 
said that those who have been removed from the office, have univer
sally- been those who filkd it the most efficiently in the performance 
of their duty as protectors of the apprentices. And though it might 
be too much to suppose that their moral characters were clear in the 
pointll charged against them, yet, when similar instances of delin
quency are notoriously known to exist in others who lean to the 
planters, and are suffered to pass unnoticed, the general feeling of 
the colony on the subject appears unequivocal. 

Si:cT. XVI.-When the planters arc almo t, the on[ly persons with 
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whom the special magistrates can associate, in many of the localities 
in which they are situated, and the latter are hospitably entertained 
by the former, it would be unreasonable to expect that the magistrates 
should be uninfluenced by the planters. And when, by the law, if a 
planter make a charge on oath against an apprentice, the magistrate 
is bound to accept it, and to deal with the apprentice accordingly; 
and the alternative left the apprentice is then to romplain agninst his 
master; what has he to expect as a consequence, especially when his 
ignorance is stated to be such that, it is said, the Roman Catholic 
bishop only returned two out of the whole apprentice population suffi
ciently instructed to be received as witnesses on oath? Surely justice 
is nearly, if not quite, out of the reach of the apprentice, from the in
equality of the ground on which he 1tand11 in regard to his mas1cr. 
Few complaints are consequently made by the appren1ices to the 
special magistrates; and when inquiry is made of the apprentices 
why they do not make their grievances known to the special magis
trates, they reply, "Because it would only make the situation of our
selves and our children worse, and in a few years we shall be free."' 
-See Notej. 

SEcT. XV J 1.-In making the annual engagements between m:uters 
and apprentices the special magistrates are present to confirm the 
agreements, but it is evident that unless they were to take up the 
cause of the apprentices, and to assist them in making their bargains, 
their operation must in such cases be as rivets to the bonda~ of the 
apprentices; for when these are disposed to ask wages more nearly 
equivalent to those of free labourers, the others, being afraid, will 
endeavour to persuade them to agree to the masters' terms, and 
knowing how easily some of their fellow-apprentices may be bribed 
to lay anything injurious to their charge, few of them will stand out 
alone for that to which they are justly entitled.• 

SECT, XVIII.-The punishments to which the apprentices are 
subjected arc chiefly flagellation and imprisonment, the former of 
which is more frequent. When prisoners their only allowance is one 
pound of rice a-day, and they are worked on the roads, or in Port 
Louis at breaking stone11 in the prison-yard. On this allowance they 
soon brcome feeble anil diminished in flesh, so that in some instances 
it cannot be continued to its maximum period of thirty days.
See Note k. 

SECT. XIX.-Some of the prisons in which they are liable to be 
confined are very small and close, only adapted for a few individuals 
in a warm climate. That at Mahebourg, for instance, consisting 
only of two rooms, was offensively close, where only about twenty 
men had been locked up for about three hours; and the gaoler ac
knowledged that when the number amounted to about fifty, which 
was sometimes the case, the stench was such as to render it extremely 

1 It is probable that in this defective system the apprentice. would have been 
liable to still fieater imposition without the special magistrate&, among whom 
some penona o illdependcnce of character ~
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unpleasant to approach the door or windows in a morning, Other 
prisons in the country are said to be of similar character, and as 
when slavery existed petty offpnces were generally punished summa
rily by the planters, they might then be large enough, so now that 
these offences, which are chiefly marooning (i. e. absconding) and 
petty theft, are punished by imprisonment they are too small ; and 
when the apprentices all become free, and great numbers of Indian 
labourers are introduced, it is obvious that many more cases will 
come under the cognizance of the magistrate, and consequently better 
prisons will be required.-See Note l. 

SECT. XX.-Although it is generally stated among the enemies of 
emancipation, that there will be great distress among the blacks when 
they become free, on account of their disposition to idleness, and the 
little idea they have of providing for themselves, and there is an 
evident anxiety for regulations by which they may be compelled to 
labour daily, which would be very unjust, there is in reality no ground 
for anticipating distress among them, except in the case of infirm 
persons. The wants of the blacks are so few, and they can live upon 
so little, that the Government only enjoins 2~d. daily to be paid them 
as a commutation for victuals. As, however, they have been taught, 
by the oppressive system under which they have so long groaned, 
to look upon the privileges of liberty as connected with power to 
abstain from working at pleasure, and to commit a debauch without 
punishment, it is only reasonable to expect that at first many of them 
will occasionally indulge in this wny, and that the amount of labour 
obtained from the blacks as a body will, at least for some time, be 
considerably less than it now is, especially if the planters combine to 
keep wages low, for then the stimulus to labour, beyond what is 
necessary for the supply of present necessity, will be small. 1

-

See Note m. 
SEcT. XXI.-ln order to meet the defect in the quantity of labour 

expected to be obtained from the liberated apprentices, a large im
portation of Indian labourers has been admitted by the local govern
ment; already upwards of 12,000 have arrived, and are employed 
011 the different estates, but the number allowed to be imported is 
srated to b~ 30,000. By this arrangement the planters hope to keep 
down the rate of wages, the Indians being engaged for five years, at 
five rupees (l0s.) a month, with also a daily ration of one pound 
and three quarters of rice, a quarter of a pound of dhall or gram, 
(kinds of pulse,) and one ounce of ghee (a sort of butter): out of this 
one rupee a month is retained by the master to refund the passage
money, and an advance of six months' wages made to the Indian be
fore leaving his own country. 

S1:cT. XXII.-The case of these Indians requires the attention of 
the British Government; up to the present period only about two 

• By agreement among the planters, the apprentices one of another are not em
ployed, except by consent of their own masters: thus the apprentices are kept to 
their masten' estates, and the present low rate of wages is maintained. 
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hundred women have been imported along with them. The evils 
necE'99arilv Rtten<lnnt upon i;uch a disproportion of the sexes need no 
comment." The Indians generally represent them~elvcs as having 
been deceived with regard to the nature of the work required of 
them, and their dissatisfaction is imTeased by finding apprentices let 
out by their masters to the same labour in which they are themselves 
engaged, at about five dollars (or 20s.) a month, l\Iany of the In
dians are also acquiring a taste for strong drink, which may be ex
pected soon to grow into a strong appetite; and being supplied, when 
beyond a small discretional allowance, by purchase rrom their masters, 
many of them are likely to be deeply in debt to the latter when the 
five years of their servitude expire ; and they have been induced to 
consent to allow their masters two days for every day they may be 
absent from their work during this period, which absence accumulates 
in some instances considerably, by their being lodged in the Bagne 
prison, at Port Louis, when they come into the town to complain of 
their masters, until it be convenient to summon their masters before 
the police. From these circumstances, and the general feeling toward 
labourers of persons who have long been accustomed to employ slaves, 
it is obvious that, nnless great care be exercised, the employment of 
Indian labourers will grow into another speciet< of slavery. Indeed, 
I doubt whether slavery will be effectually abolished unless all en
gagements for more than seven year~, in persons under twenty-one 
years of age, and of more than one in agricultural labourers above 
that age, be rendered illegal, and debts for spirituous liquors ought 
also to be rendered illegal.-See Note 11. 

SECT. XXIII.-There is another class of Indians in this colony, 
whose situation claims attention and sympathy. They are convicts, 
about seven hundred in number, who were sent lo this island, by 
arrangement between the local government and that of India, to 
work upon the roads. Their sentence is for life, without any hope 
of mitigation for good conduct. In this respect their situlltion is 
worse than that of the worst criminals in our penal colonies, or of 
their penal settlements, yet mariy of these Indians are snid, by intel
ligent persons, who have long had opportunity of observing their 
conduct, to be good men; and some of them were sentenced when 
young for crimes into which they were led by their parents. A few 
of the worst wear heavy irons, but the m,~ority have only a single 
iron ring, very light, aroun,1 one ancle; their diet is not very low, 
and they are lodged in rude dwellings, chiefly huts formed of grass, 
hy the road-sides. They are said not to be hard-worked, yet they 
are kept constantly employed on the roads, under ll tropical sun, 
without hope of escape except by death; a situation sufficiently 
miserable, and one which they keenly feel to be so, as may be pre
sumed from the number who continually feign illness, in the hope of 
being admitted into the Civil Hospital.-See Note o. 

St:cT. XXIV.-Understanding that thou art a trustee of the Mico 
Charity, l may remark respecting its schools in this island, of which 
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there are now five, that though few apprentices attend them, they 
have a considerable number of pupils, chiefly the children of emanci
pated creoles, or of their descendants, who are acquiring a valuable 
education, calculated to raise them in society, and to influence bene
ficially the class immediately below them, who have not yet fully 
escaped from bondage. The difficulty of ohtaining suitable teachers, 
and premises for the schools has prevented -the -extension of their 
number. 

SE'CT. XXV.-For further information on the apprenticeship 
question, I refer thee to the annexed copy of observations, that 
were originally attached to a letter from Edward Baker, an intelligent 
person in the employment of the London Missionary Society, and who 
eondUC'ted thcir press in MadagasCM; but, in consequence of the 
expulsion of the missionaries from that island, has for some months 
been resident in one of the finest sugar districts of this. They were 
written in consequence of a conversation, in which he exhibited ao 
intimate an acquaintance with the subject as to induce ·the request to 
have his sentiments in wrjting. 

Thy Friend, 
JAKES 8AC&HOUSE. 

Observations on the Appre11ticeship S!Jilem in Ma11ritiu1, 
• b_y Edward Bake,·. 

Mauritiu1, 1st May, 1838. 

A fundamental error of the apprenticeship system is, that it has 
caused the Emancipation Act itself to be regarded as a reluctant 
concession, rather than as a just right or boon. However received 
in England, the blacks themselves have ever regarded, and to the last 
hour of their apprenticeship will regard it as a grievous continuation 
of slavery. The right of -one man over the liberty of another has 
been confirmed and sanctioned by it. 

When a really emancipated black meets an apprentice he expects 
to be treated with the respect due from a slave to a free man, and 
often reminds the apprentice," Don't you know that I am free? I an1 
a white. Don't you see my shoes?" • 

Almost da.ily the apprentices are purchasing their freedom at 
enormous prices, just as if no act of emancipation existed. Thus 
the dignity and grandeur of the "Act of Emancipation" is utterly lost 
for the present to the ulack. "A thing quickly given is twice given," 
says the proverb, but the doling out of a reluctant act of grace 
after four or six years, has effectually deprived the act of its other
wise noble and gen_erous character. 

The plan has ueen scarcely more satisfactory to the master, for the 
money having l.icen paid years ago, leaves the actual emancipation of 
the apprentices to appear like an act of spoliation. A new right 
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over the liberty or the blacks bas been created, and for the re
linquiabment of it no equivalent is to be paid . . In the meantime, 
the capital to be derived from the equivalent which might have served 
to pay the free labour of the blacks, has been expended on their c:om
pulaory labour. The old state of things has thus been perpetuated; 
no portion of the emancipation-money bas found its way inlO the 
black'a possession, and both black and waite are as little prepared for 
the new relationship into which they expect to enter, aa if notbiug 
more than a few local acts of legislation had been passed. It is well 
known that many whites depend chiefly for their subsistence upon the 
wages .earned by their apprentices, !Uld theie wages being higher 1han 
formerly, they will suffer more sensibly from the actual emaocipatioo 
<Jf their apprentices in 1841 than they would have suffered from the 
Arne emancipation of their slaves in 1836. 

The apprenticeship system conferred all its supposed advantagt,, 
in favour of those (persons) who, in any case, possessed too many, 
for on the ai<le of the whites lay necessarily the advantRge of actual 
possession of all the land, capital, skill, knowledge, machinery, 
and existing business of the country. Now six years of per
petuated slavery, in addition to its direct boon of unrequited ser
vice, conferred all the benefits whit'h may result from six years' 
scheming of self-interest. During this, to the slave, most ill-fated 
period, the newly created capital of £1,500,000, with the profits of 
it, are exclusively possessed by the master, and time is afforded for 
him to make experiments as to the best mode of keeping the slave 
under, after the expected period arrives; and, as if with a design to 
favour the master to the last, the law almost compels him to make 
auch experiments. The consequence is, a system will spring up, 
aristocratical or oligarchical, against which the slave may struggle a 
century without attaining that equality he is vainly thought 10 pos
sess.1 Every man by nature seeks to better his condition, and the 
only just object of legislation is, to put every man as far as possibJe 
in an equal capacity for so doing. But the entire effect, immediate 
nnd remote, of the apprenticeship system baa been the reverse of this. 

N umeroua and disastrous are the ill effects, or evil workings, of the 
apprenticeship system. One is the high rate of wages; a free 
domestic, man or woman, demands from eight to ten dollars a 
month, without rice, averaging nine dollars per month as the wags 
of ordinary servants: but a black can live upon three dollars a month, 
allowing two dollars for food and one for clothing. Thus wages are 
three times as high as the lowest point, and accordingly, an appren
tice's master usually demands six dollars per month for the services 
of his apprentice, besides the apprentice's food, and a rupee, or a 
dollar, per month for his clothing. Now this state of things is clearly 
owing to the apprenticeship system, the surplus going to the owner, 

1 Indications of such a system may be seen In the rising price of land, which has 
risen in some place, from fifty dollars to three hundred dollan per acre, to be Jet 
out in small tenements to the emancipated. 
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and not to the labourer. The blacks, howet'er, naturally expect to 
get still higher wages on becoming free, and hen« arises the only real 
dnnger of their refusing to labour at all, or proving fickle and uncer
tain as free labourers. 

The planters can afford, for they do actually pay, these wages. 
On an estate of Sir Charles Cocke1-ell, Tamarind Vale, I am told 
that fifty of the labourers are hired from the superintendent, Mr. 
Moon, at fit'e dollan per month each. It is certain that the planters 
never suffer an apprentice to leave the estate, but are constantly 
seeking additional labourers, although they might obtain six dollars 
a month clear gain for each labourer. Many instances have 
come under my observation of apprentices purch11sing an occasional 
month or week -of freedom, and from ten to fifteen dollars a month 
have nhnys been paid. On our premises is a free woman h11ving 
seven children, and generally poorly; her husband, Baptiste, is an 
apprentice of Madame Perrot, of Long Mountain: he is a cripple, 
having one leg shorter than the other, so that he limps exceedingly, 
yet he hu to pay ten dollars per month for the liberty of visiting and 
supporting his family, and he is evidently a favourite, kindly dealt 
with, and never expressed a word of dissatisfaction to us. 

The planters, howet'er, are determined not to pay such wages, 
even whilst they exact them, and have fixed upon two dollars a 
month, with food, as the maximum. They bind up heavy burdens 
for others, but will not bear one quarter the same themselves. Up
wards of 16,000 Indians, bound to serve for two dollars per month, 
are imported, and their number is expected to increase to 50,000 by 
the time they are needed.' Many attempta have been made to get 
up a compulsory register of the freed people, compelling them to bind 
themselYeB at fixed rates of wages as soon na they are out of service; 
and, I believe, a committee formed for a purpose of this kind yet· 
exists at Pon Louis, notwithstanding that a similar project was dis
aJlowed by the home Government years ago. 

The fact is, those who have been accustomed to manage the blacks, 
or slaves, have no idea of any other than an absolute right over their 
servants. A lady observed to Mn. B., when complaining of " the 
home Government's oppressive acts," "We could manage them 
very well in their natural state." The natur11l substitute for this 
"natUTal state" therefore is a bond, or engagement, conferring right 
to manage them in their " natural atate,'' if not till death, yet for 
:u long a period as possible. This, in the case of many children, 
the masters obtain by a clause of "the Act," binding them over till 
they are twenty-one years· of age. In the case of many thousands of 
the aged it is not desired, because they are too deeply bowed down 
with labour, age, and infirmity to make it desirable. As an ac-

1 The alllOGDt here atated is, excluain of a rupee, 2s. a month, retained by the 
muter for passage-money, and an adTance of six month£' wages, and also ofa daily 
racion of rice, &c. and the number already Imported and expected are stated some-
what too bigh.-1. B. G l 
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qaaintance in our neighbourhood obaerved a short time aince, it was 
amazing to hear how the blacka were daily dying off. I was no\ 
amazed, for I reftected that the suppression of the slave-trade took 
place more than twenty years before the Act of Emancipation, so 
that all the ■laves imported legally, and at adult 11ge, must now be 
verging on fifty years. And I had observetl ft vast majority of slaves 
on the estates apparently of that age, and many of them grievously 
infirm, bent like a bow, and absolutely incapacitated, by the constant 
use of the hoe, from standing erect as men. But to proceed, this 
brin~ing of them back into their natural state has yet t<> be effected 
in the case of the middle-aged. And here is the problem, to solve 

• which the minds of thousands are anxiously employed in this island; 
and nothing but integrity and firmness on the part of the Governmena 
can prevent its speedy solution, and application to the future woe of 
the blacks. 

In respect to the ostensible design of the apprenticeship system, 
u ralculated to fit the black for liberty, and inure him to habits of 
voluntary labour, it appears to me that the exactly opposite effect 
has been produced. The apprenticeship labour is compulsory, even 
his own time is sold by agreement to his master, and the ful6lmcnt 
of the agreement is co111pulsory. The law regards, and teaches him 
to regard, compulsion as essential to labour. Hence a discredit is 
cast upon voluntary labour, no free man liking to work with an 
apprentice, and the black's false ideas of liberty, as synonymous 
with idleness, and lounging about as a gentleman, is confirmed. 
Had he been freed at once, mere habit, as well as necessity, woult.l 
ha,-e powerfully tended to keep him in his -former sphere of action; 
bat now new habits are in danger of being formed, which will be de
trimental to the black's usefulness and happiness. The apprentice is 
taught to distinguish between his own time and his master's; he 
cannot indeed dispose of his own voluntarily, beca11ae he is isolated 
on an estate, but he tries to make as little as he can of his master's; 
he makes a task of eight hours last twelve, and this although the ad
ditional four hours may encroach on his own time. 

The special magistracy cannot remeay evils inherent in the 
system, it is rather, in fact, fur the masters than for the ap
prentices. If an affidavit is received 11gainst an apprentice, the ma
gistrate must act upon it: if evidence is subsequently afforded of its 
falsehood, or severity, he may fine the master. The apprentice feela 
that there is something puzzlingly ridiculous in the magistrRcy, for 
whilst by law he is bound to obey his superintendcDt A., yet he may 
appeal against A., i.e. against the law. This is an enigma the blacks 
cannot solve, and the whites take care to resolve it in their own 
favour. 

For some time I despaired of education ever being communicated 
to the adults, and still I think, that not one in a thousand of them 
will ever acquire rending sufficient to understand his Testament, on 
the British system·exclusively. They come weary and sleepy to look 
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at lessons on a board for an hour, by the dim candle-light; .the 
next day fresh labour, and the bright light of day, quite etface the 
impressiun. This is repeated, they get discouraged, and a word 
from their superintendent disheartens them altogether, and they 
cease to attend. A great portion, however, of the !al.lour on the 
estates is sedentary'; if the black were really free, and had books 
provided for him. he would con over his lessons during the hours 
0£ sedentary labour, and thus probably many would learn to read. 

The chief remedies which Divine Providence seems to have pro
vided for these evils are, the forced economy in living of the blacks, 
and the desire natural to every man of bettering his condition: these 
will eventuaUy work out the black's emancipation in worldly circum
stances. I have observed many when free to continue to live on rice 
chiefly, and water for drink, as when slaves; hence no white man can 
at all compete with a black equally qualified. The emancipation of 
bis mind is the thing wanted, and the great labour; this, under the 
aid of Divine Providence, and of the Holy Spirit, Christian mission
aries and teachers may accomplish, by going amongst them, leading 
them to seek the Divine blessing, and instructing them to apply 
their minds voluntarily to learning. An honest and ,intelligent local 
go,ernment might do much to aid the remedial process, which 
Divine Providence will doubtless carry forward; and it is the ob
Yio\18 duty of the Government to provide for the decrepit and 
infirm, wbo may be found alive when the Act of Emancipation comes 
in force.-See Note p, and Postscript. 

Nolu to a Letter to Thom<U FOft!ell Buzton. 

Note a.-The frequent remark of the Mauritians, in conversation 
on the relative advantages of the apprenticeship system and that of 
immediate emancipation, when the examples of Antigua and Ber
muda are brought forward in support of the latter, is, " Oh, but 
there is no parallel in the cases; in the West Indies the slaves 
had provision-grounds, and there were other points of attachment 
which ours had not, that bound the slaves to their proprietors, and 
which drew out the inteUect of the slaves; ours are far more ignorant 
and degraded; you may depend upon it immediate emancipation 
would not have done in their case." This circumstance, with the 
aclmowledgment that tetanus was the common result of flagellation 
among the Mauritian slaves, and information that slaves were often 
destroyed and reported to the authorities as maroons, (i.e. runaways,) 
and the knowledge of other cases of flagrant outrage against them, 
induces me to think that much more has been said of the mildness 
of Mauritian slavery than circumstances warrant. 

Note h.-The free population of the Mauritius in 18S6 was 
29,612, according to the tables given io the Almanac de l'Ile 
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M11urice pour l'ahn~ 1887; and, from the same tables, the annual 
average of births above deaths among the same claas was, in l 8S6, 
nearly 445, at which rate the population would not be doubled in 
less than sixty-six years. The first returns of the whole popula
tion, exclusive of troops, convicts, and Indian labourers, are given in 
i 837, when, of free persons and apprentices the number was 90,ts~7. 
The births in that year were stated at 1,667, but there is ground to 
suppose this below the real number; and the deaths at 1,681, leaving 
as the annual increase only thirty-six; at which rate, making consi
derable allowance for errors, the population would require about 
2000 years to double. 

In the same year there were in the whole population only two 
hundred and fifty marriages! nevertheless, from respectable autho
rity, including the testimony of two medical men, holding official 
stations, who have been long in the colony, I am informed that the 
intercourse of the sexes is generally "as unrestrained as that of the 
beasts of the field." The dreadful despite of the laws of God in such 
a state of society is too obvious to require comment; but among the 
consequent curses is the immense political evil of a total impossibility 
of raising an ac!equate working population to tum the resources of 
the colony to account. For without reform, in respect to marriage, 
it is impossible that the Mauritian, can ever be independent of 
foreign labourers; and the question of admitting foreign labourers 
to be imported into such a sink of vice is one of great moment. 

A young Mauritian of French extraction, the son of a planter, 
told me in a conversation, in which he admitted the truths of the 
statements contained in this section, respecting the dereliction of 
morals in the colony, that he knew a French planter who lived with 
a slave as his wife, but to whom he wa1 not married, though he had 
three children by her; and who, on leaving the Mauritius to spend 
the remainder of his life in France, sold these three children and 
their mother! Another individual, who had resided many years in 
the colony, pointed out to G. W. Walker atid myself the eetate of a 
person who, he said, came from France, and attempted to sell the 
whole property, with its former QCcupant and his family, these being 
descended from one of his own progenitors by a slave: and when he 
failed in this attempt through some legal difficully, he pt'Oposed 
marriage to one of the daughters of this relative, whom he had lhus 
attempted to consign to bondage, with her father and the reet of the 
family; and, probably becauae he Wal whiter than they, she aocepted 
him, and the family became reconciled to him, and by this means he 
obtained a possession in the estate I • 

Note c.-John Le Bron is the Proteetant mini1ter here alluded to. 
The arbitrary act of the Government in putting him and his con
gregation under the surveillance of the police, appears to have been 
designed to deter the coloured population from attending his chapel, 
which was opened under the a9spices of the London Missionary 
Society, and this effect was consequent upon the measure. The 
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other Protestant ministers in the Mauritius are, in Port Louis, 
A. Denny .and L. Banks, of the Epiacopal Church; David Johns 
and David Jones, temporary residents, belonging to the London 
Missionary Society's establishment in Madagascar; and George 
Clark, a teacher in one of the schools of the Mico Charity, a Wes
leyan; and in Mahebourg, Philip Ollivier, also a teacher of the Mico 
Charity, and a Wesleyan. Thomas Jones end Richard Tapley, 
school-masters of the Mico Charity at Poudre d'Or and Mapon, also 
act as catechists when neither John Le Brun nor George Clark visit 
these stations on a First-day; and Pierre Po.kion, schoolmaster at 
Piton, under the Mauritian auxiliary to ·the London Missionary 
Society, likewise acts in the same capacity. The religious services 
of most of these are gratuitous. The present Government attempted 
to interfere with the preaching of George Clark and P. Ollivier, but 
was not permitted to prevent them. There are seven Roman Catho
lic dergymen in the colony inclusive of a bishop, who is called the 
Bishop of Troy. 

Note d.-By the Mauritian law marriage is not performed without, 
at least, the sanction of the Civil Commissary, and in many cases he 
performs it himself: his fees are now limited to 6s.; till lately he 
could charge more; but in default of the production of registers of 
births, which often cannot be found among a population of such de
scent, a process is instituted to ascertain if there exists any objections; 
which, there is reason to believe, is totally inefficient for the purpose, 
but which costs the panies a sum too great for many to pay to get 
married, in a community where they may live in a state of con
cubinage without loss of reputation. Difficulties are al10 some
times thrown in the way, not surmountable by this method; as in the 
case of a man at Mahebourg, who has become pious, and sometimes 
engages in vocal prayer in P. Ollivier's congregation; and who has 
not been able to accomplish his marriage to a woman with whom be 
has lived many years, though he has producrd the certificate upon 
which her name was taken in a census several years ago. 

Note e.-lt would be a privilege under many circumstances to go 
without shoes in the Mauritius, on account of the warmth of the 
climate; but as to go barefooted is a token of vassalage, no per
sons appear off their own premises wilhout shoes who can avoid it. 
In a few instances apprentices holding responsible situations are to 
be met with; and though such are sometimes dressed as gentle
men, yet they are also without shoes, notwithstanding they may be 
sporting gold watches: this is likewise the case with many gaily
dressed females, the situation of whom is much to be pitied, as in 
such cases they are generally occupying the places that wives ought 
to fill to their masters, but are dismissed at pleasure, notwithstnnding 
their own fidelity is said in many instances to he exemplary. 

Note.f.-A man of colour in the Mauritius would generally think 
himself less insulted by being called a rogue or a rascal than n 
negro, or, more especially, a CHffre; but the height of insult 
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would be to call him •n plonge 1ec, i. e. A dry-bather, in reference 
to the manner in which the water rolls off the woolly hair and sleek 
black akin. 

Note g.-The slaves in the Mauritius were chiefly natives of 
Madagascar and Mosambique, benighted heathens, and ignorant 
of every thing connected with civilized life; an<l few of them have 
been instructed in any thing good or useful, except how to work for 
the persons who bought them. 

Note h.-The apprentices are generally much more degraded 
and ignorant than the free creoles of slave extraction ; there is a 
dulness of intellect about the former, especially among the predials, 
or agricultural class, traceable to the grie( and oppression to which 
they have been subjected: yet the love of their own country and of 
their kindred, from which they liave been lorn, is so strong, that 
some of the Malgash intend returning to them on becoming free, 
notwithstanding the miserably oppressed stale of that people under 
their own feudal government. 

Note i.-Arrack of the Mauritius is a ~rude spirit, distilled from 
the dregs of sugiir-manufactories, ·which undergoes a second dis
tillation when designed for rum. 

A considerable and increasing number of apprentices purchase the 
residue of their term of apprenticeship, which is generally charged 
at a high rate, probably on account of the increased value of labour. 
Many are said to be desirous of purchasing the residue, when their 
term is nearly expiring, that they may bave the gratification of saying 
they purchasoo their own freedom ; and others, not comprehending 
the intentions of the British Government in so tardily liberating 
them, distrust these intentions, and suppose that those who serve out 
the term of their apprenticeship will then be taken for soldiers. 
Some raise the money required by making agreements with kind
hearted people, to serve them at a stipulated moirthly sum as hired 
i;ervants, till the purchase-money shall be worked out ; and instances 
occur where the time to effect this will be longer than the period at 
which their apprenticeship would have expired, a strong proof of 
their desire for liberty. The mortification of some proprietors is 
very great at being compelled 10 sell their apprentices the residue of 
their time: one lately, who had been heard to swear that he would 
destroy every negro in his service, rather than they should thus ob
tain their freedom, and who is suspected of having, in time past, killed 
some of his slaves in firs of passion, and then reported them as 
maroons, commanded his son, a youth of about thirteen years of age, 
to fire a gun at a negress, who had paid eighty dollars ( £ 16) for her 
freedom, as she was leaving his premises, by which she received 
several grains of shot in her shoulder, neck, and head. Cases of this 
kind are, however, said to be rare, and a criminal information was 
immediately taken against the party. 

An apprentice returned as a predial, but whose employment w:is 
.that of a domestic, was hired of his proprie Qr by an acquaintance of 

Digitized by oogle 



81 

mine, In Port Loui1, for sixteen dollars a month. Unless the case 
of this man were taken up, he would be robbed of his liberty for the 
difference of time between thl' two classes, viz. three years. 

Note j.-A few honourable exceptions to injurious bias in special 
magistrates are to be met with in the Mauritius, among which may 
be especially noticed that of a person who has the advantage of being 
a married man with a family, and who, in order to guard against be
ing improperly influenced, avoids the company of such person!'! ns 
have apprentices. 

Note k.-The flagellation of apprenticl'S is limited to thirty-nine 
lashes. 

Neither rice nor bread, with only the addition of water, seems 
to be capable of sustaining human life. The weakening effects of 
the former have been attributed to its favouring the production of 
intestinal worms, and of the latter, to the bread being used too new : 
but probably neither of these causes opernte to any great extent. 
The true cause I apprehend to be, that, much as both contribute to 
nutrition when combined with other food, neither of them alone affords 
all the requisites for the process of healthy digestion. A mieaionary 
in Madagascar noticed that such of the natives of that country as 
were accustomed to live chiefly on rice, made a lixivium of wood-ashes, 
which they used with it when unable to obtain any thing else. Those 
apprentices who have been accustomed to the worst living, such as 
maroons, who have been long in the woods, suffer the least from liv
ing on rice alone, but even they are debilitated by this regimen. 

Note /.-Extensive and substantially-built prisons are probably 
unnecessary in the Mauritius, except in Port Louis, for criminals 
of the more desperate class. A few temporary huts, such as are used 
for the Indian convicts, placed conveniently for their inmates to work 
upon the roads, would be, in all likelihood, sufficient for the prisoners 
who may arise, convicted of petty offences, from among the class now, 
or lately, apprentices, and from among the Indian labourers. 

In regard to the judicious provision of labour for the prisoners, the 
prison cf the court of justice in Port Louis is much to be admired; it 
ranks in this respect far before any of the prisons in the penal colonies. 

Note m.-The lower order of blacks in Port Louis is much de
based by drinking at the authorised canteens, which are farmed 
from the Government by a private individual; and though they 
are subjected to some good regulations, respecting being open to the 
ltreet, and burning lights inside, so that every person in them may 
be distinctly seen, yet they afford facilities for obtaining strong 
drink, such as always increase its consumption among certain classes. 
There are also canteens in the military barracks, the profits of whieh 
are nid to be dnoted to the relief of the widows of soldiers; and 
many such widow, they make, for rarely a week elapses without 
some of the 1oldiera dying from delirium tremens consequent upon 
drinking. I have Jrnown six deaths from this awful malady within 
t,ro ,reeb among the military in Port !,oui1 alone. 

J, 
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N"ote n.-A reference to note I, will abow that the improbability 
of keeping up a sufficient 1upply of labourers to cultivate the land.a 
of the M auritiua witheut importing them, until a refor.1tion takea 
place iu the morals of the iuhabitaota. S&ach importation req,rira to 
be 11pecially guarded to prevent the perpetration of the present erila... 
The Governor'• reommnaulaiimt to the parties who -Obtain leave lo 
import 1ndiaaa, thRt they should be accompanied by a sufficient 
number of females, which forms a pert of a aeries of good imtruc
tions on the subject, that are in the hands of all the importing parties. 
avails nothing, as ia proved by the fact of the small number-of 
women already imported. 

Accompanying some of the group• of Indian labourers, there 
are penons superiorly dressed, who seem to have authority over 
them. and to whom, I wa1 told, on inquiry, thu the labourers be
longed. Should this-prove to be the case, the labourers mast be in 
a sort of slavery to the persons in q11e11tion, and, perhaps, may be lee 
by them for a term of years to the Mauritians. 

Some attention to the period of work usigned to the Indian 
labourers is also needful. J have seen some of. them at work in the 
fields on First-days, but whether the labour in which 1hey were en
gaged was conaidered a part of their regular work, or they were paid 
for it as overwork, I am not aware. 

When we visited the Bagne prison, Port Louis, among the per
sons lodged there, to make complaint, was an Indian, whose bark 
was grievously lacerated from beating that be had received from hi• 
employer; and I saw a person beat an Indian labourer in his aervice 
with a thick slick, on the quRy at Port Louia, in the presence of a 
multilude of people. 

Nole o.-No more Indian convictR are now sent to the Mauritius, 
but they are said to be retained in India, and worked upon the roads. 
It would be very desirable to ucertain how fur the door of hope i, 
shut against them there, and what is their state and treatment. 

Note p.-Perhaps no more lucid illllBtration of the bad effect of 
paying for any thing a long time in advance was ever to be met 
with, than that afforded by the payment of the money appropriated 
by the British parliament for the emancipation of slaves, the object 
for which it waa paid. being deferred to from three to six years after 
the payment. The public are dissatisfied, finding that they ha•e 
been virtually cheated out of the liberty of the slaves for the period 
intervening between the payment of the money and the emancipatioo 
of the slaves; and that the plante111 are endeavouring, in the mean
time, to devi11e plans by which in the end the emancipation shall be 
rendered more nominal than real. The alav• are disatis6ed, ind• 
ing that, after the British nation bas paid for their liberty, they 
have still to endure several years of bondage, during which 1 

considerable portion of them die without tasting the promised sweets 
of liberty. And the alave-holdera are disaatimed; having &heir 
slaves ao Jong left in bondage to. them aa apprentices, after their 
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liberty has been paid for, they so far forget the pllyment as to be
grudge their old bond-se"ants their freedom. Had the slave been 
emancipated at the moment the money waa paid for his liberty, all 
these causes of dissatisfaction would have been avoided, as well 88 
the cunes entailed upon the slave-colonies, which have resulted from 
deferring the concession to the slave of that freedom which is the just 
right of man, conferred upon him by his Creator; and which must 
and will be recognised, in all human institutions that are in accord
nnce with the Gospel, or worthy of I\ truly civilized people. 

16th of 6th month, 1838- JAMBS B.tcJtROUH. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

It is probable that the retention of the vile relics of the old ad
ministration, alluded to in Sect. VI. and VII., with absurdities in 
Mauritian law, remain in consequence of a predominance of that kind 
of French influence in the Government which existed at the period 
of the conquest of the island, and which hRs not even had the ad
nntage of the modem improvements of the French nation; but may 
be looked upon as having been deteriorated from the state of its own 
period by the contaminating influence of slavery, which evidently 
encourages a disposition to crush those under a man's power beneath 
his feet, according to his views of self-interest, by any means, how
ever unjust: hence also the grounds of the charge of the venality of 
the law in this island. • 

Perhaps these evils might be, in considerable measure, obviated, 
and the way opened for the description of government spoken of in 
Edward Baker's letter, if all the law proceedings were conducted in 
English, and the old legal absurdities were abolished by the home 
Government. 

J.B. 

BND OF PART VI. 

H....,. and Danon, Prlo,.., Gnc,dnuob 5tne&-
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EXTRACTS, &c. 

Further account of the religious labours of JAMES BACKHous1•:, 
contained in extracts from his Journal. 

Tarriance at Cape Tonm; 

1888. 12th 8th mo. Six persons composed the forenoon meet
ing : in the evening the number was more considerable. On both 
occasions we were engaged in vocal labour. In the forenoon the 
importance of individual establishment in Christ was dwelt upon. 
Jn the evening the delusion of persons calling themselves Christians, 
and living in the service of Satan, was pointed out; and the com
pany were affectionately exhorted to examine their title to an inherit-
ance with the saints in light. . 

The chief police magistrate, here styled the baron, having been 
informed of the disturbance made at "our meetings, kindly sent a 
police-officer, whose presence had a quieting effect, but many young 
people were nevertheless very restless, and often came in and went 
out. 

18th 8th mo. Variously occupied. Preliminary arrangements for 
our projected journey now form a portion of almost every day's en
gagements. 

16th 8th mo. I read with deep interest the account of the first 
anniversary meeting of the Aborigines' Protection Society, in the 
Sun newspaper, lent me by Dr. Philip. Under the Divine blessing, 
this society may become the means of preserving millions of our 
fellow-creatures from the ruthless band of oppression ; and of pro
moting among them the introduction of Christianity and civil
ization. 

19th 8th mo. (First-day.) The meeting in the forenoon was, as 
usual, small, and that in the evening more numerously attended. 
Neither were held throughout in silence; but the teeling was not 
preYBlent of the company being subject to the Divine Spirit ; never
theless there was a sense of precious unity with exercised minds, 
especially in the latter, notwithstanding they were probably very few 
in number; most of the l'ongregation being of a restless and unruly 
description. 

20th 8th mo. Edward Edwards, 0 a1
i
2c\Viehley1 If' • fi m1ss10nary, rom 
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Stdlenbo,ch, took tea with us; he, u well as T. L. Hodgson, hne 
interested themselves to obtain for us men and cattle. Among those 
E. Edwards has spokeu to, is a man who objects to going before the 
10th month; because he is a candidate for baptiam in the Dutch 
church, which here is the church by law established, and before ad
mission to this right, the commission to memory of a long catechism 
is required. It is to be feared, that the treasuring up of this in the 
memory is often admitted in the place of that faith by which the 
heart is changed. The communicants are said to be Yery nu
merous in some of the Dutch churches, amounting even to thou
sands, assembled from far and near, but that faith in Christ and 
communion with him are not always attendant upon this com
munion is often proved by the drunkenness and swearing of bond
aervants, that often afterwards prevails, and by the general defect in 
regard to Christian practice. Alas! for the religious establishment 
of the state, hearing the name of churches ! How like in corruption 
are they one to another I Few coloured people are to be seen io 
these places of worship, in distinct parts of the building, or unless 
it be in attending their oppressors, to carry their books for them, 
and then withdrawing, as not fit to worship with those who have 
held them in slavery, and to whom they are still in bondage. 

22nd 8th mo. We spent a short time in religious retirement ia 
the forenoon, and were comforted with the sense of Divine over
shadowing. We received from the printer, Geo. Greig, a few copies 
of the tract intitled, " Salvation by Jesus Christ," which Leopold 
Marquard, a pious schoolmaster, whom we have engaged to gi•e 
us Dutch lessons, is translating into Dutch. I wrote some letters 
to accompany copies of the Aborigines' Report, that we thiak it right 
to send to various persons in Australia. 

27th 8th mo. The morning was foggy and cold, the middle of the 
day sunny and hot, the evening cool : the changeableness of the tem
perature, in the spring and autumn, renders the rheumatism (colo
nially called sinkings,) and pulmonary diseases, which not unfre
quently terminate in consumptions, very common. The Dutch 
houses, without lire-places in the sitting-rooms, contribute to the pre
valence of these maladies: they feel cold, like wells, or ice-houses, 
on entering them in the middle of the day. The English are ra
pidly introducing fires; but fuel is dear here; wood not being plenti
ful, and coals are imported from Newcastle in England, and Newcastle 
in New South Wales. The spring is rapidly advancing: oaks and pop
lars are putting forth their leaves, and the valleys and hills are clothed 
with gay shrub11 and pretty flowers. The vegetation differs re
markably from that of ~ew South Wales, in the abundance of gay 
flowers, bulbs, and heaths. 

4th 9th mo. Occupied most of the 0~11,yd b~I~~- g. and looking 
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after the waggon, which requires an outfit something like a little 
ship. We took tea at G. Greig's, in company with a missionary 
named Harris, proceeding with his wife to Ceylon; H. J. Venable 
and his wife, and several others. H. J. Venable g,we us much in
teresting information respecting the journeyings of himaelf and the 
other AmeriC'8n missionaries, and their unsuccessful attempts to settle 
among the Zoolahs, and near Natal. In both of which cases, the 
excitements occasioned by the emigrant boors rendered it unsafe for 
them to remain. We received a letter from RichRrd Jennings, with a 
present for our journey. The accompanying extract will be inte
resting to m11ny. " The following little account, I think, cannot fail 
to be pleasing to you, as its truth can be so much relied upon. E. 
Fraser, (the Epis~opal chaplain, at Simon's Town,) and bis nephew, 
went oo board an English whaler, lying in our bay, about a fortnight 
ago: the latter endeavouring to procure a few shells. E. F. seeing the 
chief mate to l,e an intelligent men, asked him where they were from. 

" C. MATS, ' From Navigator's Islands.' 
" E. F. ' A great change has taken place there, has it not 1' 
" C. MATE, 'A bad change ior us.' 
" E. F. ' How so ?' 
" C. MAT&, ' Why, when we went before, if we gave them an 

old rusty gun, or a pound of gunpowder, we could get what we 
wanted. Now they will not have these things: all their cry is for 
writing-paper, slates, and pencils.'" 

E. Fraser did not let such a favourable opportunity slip ; but tried 
to con,ince the chief mate of the possibility of a number of livea 
being destroyed by the guns and powder, and told him, if they were 
spared to fit out for another voyage, to bring a supply of slates, &c. 
which would gratify the poor native,, and perhaps pay themselves 
equally well. 

13th Pth mo. Applied to the Colonial Secretary for leave to visit 
and inspect prisons, in the course of our projected journey, end ac
companied T. L. Hodgson to the school belonging to the Wesleyaos, 
Sydney-street, a district of the town in which many low Irish and 
coloured people reside. The pupils are upwards of one hundred, 
taught on a modification of the system of the British and Foreign 
School Society, by a pious young man named Ransome. A precious 
sense of the overshadowing of our Heavenly Father's love, attended 
our minds while hearing a few of the lessons, and subsequently ex
tending some religious counsel to them. T. L. Hodgson expresses 
a strong desire that Friends should enable Richard Jennings to keep 
a school of this sort in Cape Town. 

I 7th 9th mo. Our time was occupied till evening, in the pre
parations for our journey; when "c attended the anniversary 
meeting of the Wesleyan Missionnry Society: It was conducted 
with more simplicity than many such mee ,m2s e unnecessary 
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resolutions being proposed, except one, of a vote of thanks to the 
chairman, a gentleman named Smith, from India, who accepts 
such offices, from a pious desire to promote the glory of God 
and the welfare of man-and the speakers chiefly addressed the 
meeting without formality. Much valuable information on the 
state of the native tribes, both beyond the frontier, and within 
the colony, and also on the progress of Mahomedanism, was com
municated by persons of various denominations ; and some highly 
interesting notices of the Divine blessing being conferred upon la
bour bestowed, were read. Our place appeared to be to acknow
ledge freely that, on account of the views entertained by the Society 
of Friends respecting the spirituality of the Gospel, and the imme
diate teaching and putting forth of Christ; (but which we appre
hended persons must be nearly, if not quite Quakers, to enter into;) 
they could not unite in promoting the missionary labours of persons 
of different views, as such, though of different communities, united one 
with another ; but that Friends nevertheless rejoiced in the 
spread of Christian principles, by whomsoever, inculcated; and 
desire the Divine blessing upon all-who love the Lord Jesus in sin
cerity. While, at the same time, they found their own place in 
the field of Gospel labour, and had constantly had, from the foun
dation of the society, many ministers travl'lling abroad, after the 
apostolic manner, men often being absent, a large part of their Jives, 
from their families, and, in other instances, women leaving their 
homes ; sometimes associated with their husbands, like Priscilla and 
Aquila, and that the society always freely bore the expenses of such 
labours. We also adverted to some instances of beneficial re
sult from the labours of the Wesleyans, and to the advantages 
to the natives of the Pacific islands, from the residence of mis
sionaries among them, as noticed in the testimony of our friend 
Daniel Wheeler, at the first anniversary of the Aborigines' Protection 
Society, in London. 

18th9th mo. We dined with Dr. Philip and family, along with some 
missionaries just arrived from England, by a vessel that brought a let
ter, conveying the tidings of the removal ofmy beloved mother to a state 
of" unclouded glory." This bereavement I cannot but feel, both on 
my own account, and on that ofmy dear family, to whom the com
pany of our pious mother was very precious ; yet there is much to 
call for thanksgiving and praise on her account. I have no doubt 
that the greatest of all blessings has been conferred upon her; and 
the change is exceedingly glorious, from a life of many trials, and 
of unusual suffering from bodily pain, to one of endless peace and 
joy, in the ~re11ence of her God nnd Saviour. 

19th 9th mo. Closely occupied in preparing for our journey 
into the interior of the colony. Obtained some Dutch Tcst:tments 
and tracts from .Jane Philip, Digitized by Google 
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22nd 9th mo. Was very wet. Much of it was spent in arranging 
our luggage. I received a bill of lading for a box of books, from my 
dear relations at York ; and a letter containing the particulars of the 
decease of my well-beloved mother; her peaceful quiet close seems 
to have accorded strikingly with her well-spent life. She was re
markably endowed with a meek and quiet spirit, and was very useful 
in the church of Christ in her day. 

23rd 0th mo. (First-day.) Last night was very wet. The wind is 
extremely cold, and much snow has fallen upon the distant mountains, 
which had for some time been clear. The meetings were small and 
silent, except that in the latter part of the one held in the evening I 
had some vocal service. I may gratefully record the abounding of 
Divine mercy, sustaining me in peaceful resignation under the trial 
dispensed in the removal of my beloved mother; and giving me to 
feel, that He who took our nature upon himself, aod when sympa
thizing with our infirmities, wept over the grave of his friend Laza
rus, condescends to impart of his Divine strength, and to cause the 
power of his grace to triumph in us, over the infirmities of our na
ture, to his own glory. 

24th 9th mo. R. Jenninga paid us a visit ; and we informed 
him of the nature of our communications to our English friends, re
specting the concern of himself and his wife to keep a school, and 
the desirableness of affording him the means. The day was spent in 
his company, and in making our arrangements, and preparing tran
scripts of our journals for transmission to England. 

Departure from Cape Tonm. 

27th 9th mo. After receiving tokens of kindness from many per
sons, we set out on our long-projected journey, and proceeded by 
Roude-bosch to the Zwarte Rivier, across a flat sandy heath. Geo. 
F. Parker accompanied us nearly to the place where we " out
spanned,"-that is, unyoked the oxen, which, after they had fed till 
sunset, were driven into a neighbouring kraal, or stock-yard, where 
we con■ented to pay two shillings and sixpence for their accommo
dation-a charge rarely made in such cases. We retired to rest in 
our waggon, and our people under an attached tent, thankful for the 
mercies of the day. 

28th 9th mo. After breakfasting by the side of the waggon, we set 
forward, and continued our route over sandy flats till noon, when we 
stopped to allow the man with the loose cattle to bring them up, 
they having strayed toward the Salt River, near which they have been 
feeding; they also strayed again in another direction in the after
noon. We find greatly the want of a fourth man, to take charge of 
them • but have thrice successively been dis p o'n d by persons of 
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colour, whom we had engaged, not turning up at the time fixed. 
Some beds of impure limestone occur on the Cape Flats, but gene• 
rally the Flats are sandy, covered with low bushes, and various her
baceous plants. The heaths are numerous, but do not grow in great 
patches,asin England,orchidice of the genera Corycium and Satyrium 
are abundant, the former fetid, the latter fragrant, green, white, and 
also orange. 

29th 9th mo. We continued to travel over sandy flats, some of 
them interrupted by drifted riJges, and crossed by small streams. 
As we approached Hottentots' Holland, the land became firmer, the 
substratum being a more clayey sandstone. We outspanned near 
the village of Somerset, where the Dutch minister, J. Edgar, kiDdly 
lent ae a kraal for the cattle, and sent his boys, three juvenile emi
grants, to invite ua to lodge, the night proving stormy, with much 
thunder and lightning. The day had been pleasant. Early in the 
morning there was a pale, but large image resembling a rainbow, 
upon the fog. A fine jackal crossed our path, among the sand
hills, in the forenoon. A large species of scarabeus beetle waa buy 
on various parts of the road, rolling lumps of dung, formed iAto 
balls, some of which were nearly as large as those used by children. 
The perseverance of these little animals is very remarkable; they 
impel the balls along by means of their hinder legs, their fore-Jess 
being in contact with the ground. One of these beetle.a often 
mounts also the opposite side to facilitate the rolling, and sometima 
several appear to dispute the poBSession. Several waggons paued 
in the course of the day ; some drawn by oxen, others by hones. 
We purchased good brown bread ofa person in the village, who did 
not appear to be a shop-keeper. It is said to be customary with the 
boors, (i. e. farmers,) to sell bread to travellers. 

80th 9th mo. (First-day.) At the conclusion of the service oftbe 
Dutch Church the people were invited into the vestry, with the 
consent of the elders of the congregation ; and I addressed them in 
Christian love, J. Edgar interpreting ; we also circulated a few tracts 
among them. The congregation consisted of about sixty persons. 
Eleven waggons and one cart waited for them, and there were a few 
persons on horseback. I believe some true worshippers were present. 
We <lined withJolm and Elizabeth Edgar,aud in the afternoon attend
ed the Wesleyan chapel, where Edward Edwards, the missionary, re
siding at Stellenbosch, distant about fourteen miles, officiated, and 
kindly afforded us opportunity of addressing the congregation, which 
consisted of apprentices, also interpreling for us, while we successively 
preached to these our fellow-men, yet in degrading bondage. We spent 
the evening also with J. and E. Edgar. They are both natives ofSrot
lan~, the latter of Aberdeen. J. Edgar has three of the juvenile 
em1grant11 in his employ : they are clothed in leather, as is 
often the case with the Hottentots an-t sm t • ,f,u; r,s. Among the 
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farmers they are howeyer degraded nearly to the same raiilc 
•itb Hottcntots; and E. Edwards says he i1 coofirmed in the opi
nion, that many of tl1e Dutch, who ha\·e been accustomed to keep 
slaves, use these children worse th,m the slaves 1hemselves. Such 
seem to look upon the money paid for their services as a sort of 
purchaae, and we have heard of their applying to t.he agent of the 
emigrant rommiuee, " to buy a free settler." Jn 1he present a-.te 
of things, every thing bordering on slavery ought to be carefully 
avoided. 

1st 10th mo. We had 11n early visit from our kind frielld, J. 
Edgar, before leaving Someraet; which i111, village conaia~ing of a 
few neat houaea and cottaglltl, scattered a~ interval, over an area of 
about a mile. The pl11co of worship, like those generally bel011P11 
to the Dutch church, is of an unpretending appearance; it i11 with
out a steeple, built in the form of a crou, has a series oC convuly 
and conC"Bvely curved lines in the m11rgilli of ita gables, as is common 
in Dutch houses, and has its bell mounted in a plain double column, 
detached from the main building, The W ealeyans h4ve t.bout 
fourteen acres of ground attached to their little chapel J theae t.hey 
intend to divide into amall allotments, on which to aettle freed 
slues, aa 100D u the apprenticeahip expires. About six miles from 
Somerset we uceoded the mountains by a aloping road of two miles, 
ealled Sir Lowrie', Pass: which waa formed when Sir Lowrie Cole 
was governor of the colony. The old road, known by the name ef 
Hottentots' Holland Kloor, is now abandoned, and the wonder is, 
bow it was ever used. The new road is cot out of the sand11one, 
and has a toll upon it. Along iia aifiee, and on the top of the moun
tain are many beautiful shruba and plants, 11mo11g which the most 
atrilcing are proteas, heaths, and everlasting gladiolu1es, wataooiu, 
ill.ias, and plants of the orchi1 tribe. We outapanned on the top of 
the mountains, after taking Jene of the actmery 11bout Cape Town 
and Simon'a Bay, not ea:pecting to see it again till, if our lives be 
spared, we may be near returning to our native land. In the after
noon we travelled a few miles further, and finally outapanned east of 
the Palmite river for the night. We passed two shops Up<)D the 
road, and a few other habitations, al which we left a few tracts. I 
have felt particularly comforted in having that entitled " salvatioo by 
Jeaua Chriat'' to distribate, and the Dutch version ofit, which enables 
Ill to proclaim the " glad tidings of gTeat joy," to many to whom 
we are in language " barbarian,." I believe this ia epecially a part of 
the service required of us, and that the BNI of DiYine approbation ia 
upon it. At Somerset we engaged temporarily a Hottentot named 
Abraham, to accompany us as driver of the loose cattle. 

2nd 10th mo. We proceeded on our joumey, and distributed a 
few tracts, both at houses and to persoos on the road, neither of 
which were numeroua. The houses 11re,;zfttJkrtely) 
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hmy downs, below the higher ·mountains, which are rngged and o( 
sandstone. The lower hills are also of sandstone, but of a inore 
clayey texture: at this season they are covered with herbage, grow
ing up among the numerous small shrubs that form a permanent, 
but not close covering. Protea, ericea, iridea, and other gay 
tribes of plants oflen attracted our attention; and we noticed a 
beautiful lizard. The extent of ground cultivated was small and 
without fences. At a place called Houw Hock, (pronounced How 
Hook,) there ia a toll-bar, where a p8ll8 among the hills bu bad 
a little labour bestowed upon it. Contiguous is the little village of 
Houw, Some convicts working upon the road said they bad no
thing to complain of, in regard to victual,: they are lodged in a 
poor hut. The cattle were tied to the waggon and yokes, during 
the night, to prevent their straying, except three, which are ao do
cile as not to require this restraint, even when near cultivated 
grounds. The pools in this neighbourhood are covered with the 
fragrant white-flowered aponogetore distachyon. 

Srd 10th mo. We travelled over a more undulating country, but 
still bounded by mountain,, and covered with a short, green her
bage and bushes, and arrived at Cakdon about noon. The to,rn, 
or village, is a little cluster of white houses, having among them a 
Dutch "kirk.'' A little atream runs through the town, and another 
at about half-a-mile distant, near which we outspanned, the place 
being favourable for our cattle, Having a letter of introduction to 
Joseph Turpin, a schoolmaster, whose wife is attached to the Wes
leyans, we made our way to their house, where we met a very 
kind reception. In the evening a considerable number of Dutch and 
English assembled; but as we had no efficient interpreter, we were 
only able to convey our Christian interest for the former, by read
ing the translation of a tract, "Salvation by Jesus Christ.'' My 
dear companion had good service in English ; and although the 
opportunity had more of the character of religious teaching than of 
worship, yet I felt well aatisfied in having yielded to the e:s.erciae 
on behalf of the people, and having done what we could for their 
edification. 

5th 10th mo. We joined Dr. Honey, for the purpose of visiting 
the Leper lnatitution, called Hemel en Arde, (heaven and earth,) 
distant about twenty-two miles. The road lies over a rough moun
tain-range, one of the highest points of which is called Babylon's Tower, 
and may be about three thousand feet above the sea. The counu-y oa 
both sides is of low hill,, covered at this season with gr~n herbage. 
In one place we saw several reiboks, one of the species of antelope 
common in the colony. The geological formation seems to be primi
tive san<lstone--that of the mountains very compact and white. Seve
ral hn_nd~ome species of erica, protea, and helichrysum are met with 
upon 1t. We called upon a Dutch famit)ijn.!lw@cM:a ;~; at the foot or 
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the mountain, and then proceeded to the institution, which is under the 
superintendence of an elderly couple of Moravians, named Fritsch, 
by whom we were kindly received. The institution is supported by 
the government, but is dependent on the Moravi11ns for religious in.,. 
struction. Altogether it presented rather a forlorn aspect. The 
buildings, consisting oC the missionary-house, chapel, hospital, and 
a number of huts in a row, occupied by patients, were rather in a 
dilapidated condition, and the latter were far from being in tidy or
der; but it is the time of year at which they are usually white
washed. The patients, about eighty in number, are provided for by 
the government in a manner that, as regards the general habits of the 
Hottentots, of which they are chiefly composed, realizes for them a 
considerable measure of comfort. Their pious pastor compares his 
allotment to being in the Isle of Patmos. He and his wife are both 
well advanced in age: the latter is a valuable and active woman, 
but in delicate health. Theirs is a stati-On requiring much exercise 
of faith and patience. The patients are assembled morning and 
evening for devotional exercises. We were present this evening 
when they sung a Dutch hymn. I afterwards addressed them 
through the medium of their pastor; who also, after G. W. Walker 
bad prayed on their behalf, informed them of the nature of his pe
titions on their behalf. The sense of Divine mercy was encou
raging. 

6th 10th mo. We parted from our kind host, after an early 
cup of coffee, and rode to J.P. Ma1·ees to breakfast, where we 
found an ample provision. We were favoured to reach our wag
gon in safety, about ten o'clock in the forenoon, and afterwards 
walked to the hot-baths. They are situated on the declivity of a 
sandstone ridge, close under a bed oC iron-stone; and the water be
ing chalybeate, it is probable the heat may be engendered by some 
natural process in the decomposition of the iron. The temperatur• 
of the different springs is 95° to 11 'f'. On this sandstone ridge I 
first saw an aloe growing wild. A large brown and yellow snake 
was lying on the road near the bath. It got away while I was cutting 
a stick intending its destruction. It was of the kind known in the 
colony by the name of boom-slang, i. e. stick-snake; it might be about 
five feet long, and as thick ss my ann. My dear companion joined 
me st Joseph Needham's, where we took an early cup of tea, and 
whose wife told us she was glad of the emancipation of the slaves, 
because it would clear her of much responsibility in regard to their 
children. She appeared to appreciate the sentiments contained in 
our tracts, and in the Huis Moeder (Mother at Home,) which we 
had furnished her with, and which she was sending to a married 
daughter, with a charge to lend. We again called on J. and M. 
Turpin, and agreed to hold a meeting in their school-room to-mor
ro,r. 
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7th 10th mo. We met a few penons at ten and seven o'clock 
with whom we had some religio111 ter•ice. The number was 
•mall, in conaequence of the people genetally being occupied in 
receiving what is called the lllt"rament. About fifty waggons of the 
neighbouring boon were at the village, 1ome of them from one hun
dred miles distant. While the families are- thus employed their ap
prentices and other coloured servants are to be seen playing at mar
bles, or amusing themselves in some other way at the waggons. 
The prejudices of the Dutch are yet too strong to admit these peo
ple to what i1 called public worship with them. 

Arrival at Genadendal. 

8th 10th mo. A~er some fruitJe11 attempts to purchase hones, 
in which the disposition to lie and overreach was strongly shown 
by those who had them to sell, we borrowed one and hired g. 

other for is. 3d. a day; and accompanied by a youthful aon of 
J. and M. Turpin, proceeded to the Moravian Missionary Establish
ment, at Genadendal. The road laid across a low part of a range 
of sandstone mountains, gay with proteac:ere and helichrysum proli
ferum. This was succeeded by low hills, clothed with herbaceoua 
and suff'ruticose phmts, and a little grass, common features in this 
part of Africa, having pntches of cultivated ground without fem:es_ 
and houses at distant intervals. We rested a short time at the 
house of a Dutchman. Soon after croseing the Zonder-eiod ri•er, 
by a wooden horse-bridge, we reached Geoadendal, and went to a 
lodging-house kept by Hottentot•; where we bad some refreshment. 
forage for our hones, and separate clean beds. We soon called at 
the neat cottage of the Moravian bishop, Han■ P, Holbeck, by 
whom we were received with Chrill'lian kindnesa, and, at the tint 
,neal-time, introduced to the other missionariea and their familiea. 
all of whom mess at one table, to which we also were invited 
during our stay; the meals being coffee at half-past five; breekfaat 
eight, dinner twelve, tea two, ■upper ■even. H. P. Holbeck ia 
a plain, simple-hearted Christian, who Yisits the sick, and takes 
his tum in the 1chool-instruction of ten Hottentot youths, gi•en up 
by their parents to the entire charge of the mi11Sionaries, in ao iaatit11-
tion lately opened for training twelve pupils for teachers, and which is 
1t1pported by the munificence of a German prince, who, not wish
ing his left hand to know what his right hand doeth, is unwilling 
that his name should be known. This im1titution is in aome mea
sure under the superintendence of a promising young Hottentot, 
who was taken charge of by H. P. Holbeck, when a child and an 
orphan. The interment of an infant occurring this evening the 
usual devotional exercises were superseded. We accompanied 
H. P. Holbeck to the burial-ground, on which, at a distance from 
the grave, the men stood in a line on one sidf,.the officiating miais
tcr and the women on the other. '11tre2rexe1"' ~parated in all 
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their public devotional earciles. The public meal■ reminded 
me greatly of thoee at Ackworth, and a meuure of the aame 10-

Jemoiiy attended their recognition of the temporal blessings at meal
tma, w hicli wu here accompanied by singing, that, in my appre~ 
bensioo, by no mean■ teoda to prolong or deepea the aweet aenae of 
Di,ine overahadowing. 

9th 10th mo. Oeoadendal is prettily aituated in a cove of the 
giountaim, from which descend several atreamlets, that fertilize the 
prdeoa aDd other grounds; and one of which turns a mill of two 
pair of atones for corn, and a bark-mill, &c. and is never dry. 
Trees gro,r rapidly here. An oak-beam, two feet in diameter, in 
the bark-mill, waa from a tree ODly twenty years old I There are 
many fint' oaks in the part of the village in which the miuionariea 
reside, under several of which seats are placed. The number of 
inhabitants ia fifteen hundred. The number of children in the 
infant school is 150; the girls' school l SO; boys' achool UO; 
adults' school 169; achool of industry, girls .1?4. The dwellings 
are about 260 Deal tbatrned cottages, of noburnt brick, or mud and 
gra.ei, which stand well io this mild climate. Many of them do 
great credit to the occupants. Vinet are trained in the front of 
••eral of them, Here the poor uad oppressed Hottentots have 
fo8Dd a refuge uoclec the banner ol the cross, and they literally ait 
ader their own vines, and their own fig,4reea, none making them 
afraid. They are no longer the luy, drunken, thie,ish Hotten
tot•; and if their race ever deaerYedly bore thia cliaracter, these 
prove that it was oppreuioo which stamped it upon them; for at 
Genadeodal, ander the influence of Christian principle, the charac.
Ser of IQe Hottentot ia sobel', induatrious. and IK>neat. He works ia 
a garden, or at aome other cural occupation ; i1 the efficient cac
Pllllter, builder, amith, eutler, tanner, shoemaker, teacher, &c.; ancl 
iu barvcat he hires bimaelf to the neigabouring ooora. ( or farmers.) 
ll0t to waste hia money, but to keep 'it for ueful purposes, and 
hating learned IOIJlethiog of the relative value of money and labour, 
be takea can to have a •uitable wage for his work ; (this year, at 
liarwat, ia. to Ss. a day;) and he COl'lducta himself 10 u to be •• 
exami-of Chriatiaa practice, for he vahaes hia Chriltian character. 
I would DOt be under1toocl to suppose that this description is trut1o 
without exceptions, but that it is generally true. This morning, 
when we were looking at aome hones belonging to an old Hotteo
tut, with a view to purcbue, a Dutchman, from Caledon, 11&id to the 
old 111an-'' Ask plenty for the horse: they are English, Rlld you 
can get your own price." The Hottentot replied-" How can I ask 
Ule gentleman more for the horse than be is worth?" There 
ere aeven married misaionariea at this place and an aged widow. 
Tbe allotmeDtS of land at Genadendal are aold to llQCb persons aa are 
allo\llied to aettle oo the property of the institution; but conditi011-
«lly that, in case the proprietor leave, he ,hally '-i1 ~~"'te> such per-
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1on1 u reside at the place, from which none are expelled, u'llkll 
they prove irreclaimably vicious. Occasionally expulsion fro11 
church-fellowship occurs; but much forbearance is used towarda 
transg,-essora, and they are restored on proper evidence <>f pem
tence. There are at present about a score at the inatitution wbo 
have been excluded, and are not yet restored. They are said to be 
very uncomfortable in mind in their present situation ;-a circum-
1tance to be expected where persons are sensible of having forfeited 
valuable Christian privileges. We were present at the evening 
worship. An opportunily was afterwards afforded me to ezpre&11 
the exercise of my mind, on behalf of the numerous assembly. 
Bishop Holbeck interpreted on the occasion with great facility and 
clearness. Many of the neighbouring boors attend public worship 
here on First-days. 

Leave Genadendal. 

10th 10th mo. The Moravian missionaries receive no stipends, 
but they are supplied by their society with all necessary temporal 
comforts ; and here they conduct a variety of mechanical trades, 
paying wages to the Hottenlots who work at them i and by lhia 
mean, they not only defray the current expenses of the inatitution, 
{all the profits going to the common ■tock,) but materially auist 
their other missionary institutions in the colony; thus fulfilling the 
precept, " Freely ye have received, freely give." The miuion at 
Genadenda1, which is the oldest in South Africa, wu attempted in 
1787, but abandoned· in 1744, from the unchristian interference of 
the clergy of the Dutch Established Church and the government: 
it was renewed in 1793. After taking coffee at half-put five in the 
morning, we parted from the missionaries in much love and a large 
meaaure of Christian unity, and reached Little Saxony, the residence 
of Major Henderson, in time for breakfast, where we were kindly re
ceived. Missing the direct route for Hout Kloof, we called at the 
house of Field-cornet de Kok, where a young man kindly put 111 
into the right road. Hout Kloo( is an out-station o( Moravian Hot
tentots, who have purchased lands independent of the missionariea. 
We arrived when the interesting little group were dining with 
one of their number, on his birtll-day, and joined them at their re
past. This was the first time of our having the honour to be the 
guests in a Hottentot family; and an honour of no common kind I 
account it, to be privileged to become the guest of a Chriatian.be
longing to a race of men lately rescued from the grasp of the op
pressor, and still looked down upon with contempt by many of the 
heathen-hearted, yet pharisaical-epirited, nominal professors of 
Christianity. After dinner the little company assembled in a cot
tage, kept for the accommodation of the missionaries who occaion
al!y visit th! place, and aening also as a meeting-house; but even 
with the ass11tance of our youthful guiq~,o.d~~©~ the Hotten• 
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tots, who rould ,peak a little English, we could convey to them in 
words but little of what we felt. From Hout Kloof we crossed a 
range of rugged mountains, of primitive sandstone, and a succes
sion oflow, graay hills, to Elim, another Moravian missionary sta
tion, where also we met a kind and Christian welcome, after a fa. 
tiguing ride of about sixty miles. After supper we were present at 
their evening worship, which was thinly attended, a majority of the 
people being employed in recovering goods from a wreck on Cape 
.Aquilu, twenty miles distant-a kind of service that is said occa
aionaJly to have presented too strong a temptation for the honesty 
of some of them. We could communicate but little here, for want 
of an efficient interpreter; yet, in the company of the mi111ionary 
family, we managed by the assistance of Joseph Turpin, and 
a few words of English on their part, and of Dutch on ours, 
to make each other understand on some subjects, among which 
were the comfort and unity of spirit •e felt in their society. Elim 
was commenced as a missionary stntion in 18.24. It is on the 
same plan as Genadendal, but more regularly built, the cottages 
forming a regular atreet, with the chapel and dwellings of the mis
sionaries at the top. The place is very bare of trees, but young 
onea are fast springing up. The. place is well supplied with water, 

• and has about four hundred inhabitants. There are fifty pupils in 
the infant,school, and about ninety in the boys' and girls' school. 

I Ith 10th mo. We visited the garden, in which are good orange 
and lemon-trees and grape-vines: and accompanied by D. Luttering, 
called at several of the cottages. We also visited the schools; and after 
purchasing another horse for fifty rix--dollars, or £s. I 5s., and taking 
leave of the missionaries, at ten o'clock were mounted our steeds to 
return to Caledon. On . the sandstone ridge proteaceie and ericeie, 
&c. abound. Among the latter (heaths) are some very beautiful 
specie.1, with jumine-like blossoms. Some species of pelargonium 
(geraniums of English greenhouses) abound in shady places at the 
foot of the mountain. The country on both sides of this ridge is 
undulating downs, covered with little snffruticose bushes, and vari-
001 plants, and ·a little gra11. We passed a few cottages and some 
larger farming establishments, At one of these, belonging to a 
medical gentleman in India, we w~ refreshed with tea, water, and 
bread-and-butter, by the hospitality of the person in charge, a 
Scotchman, named James Milne, who also supplied our hones with 
oet-sheaves, for la. 6d. according to a common and convenient cua• 
tom in this country. We reached Caledon after sun-set, spent the 
evening with J. and M. Turpin and family, and returned to our 
waggon to lodge. 

Uth 10th ino, When ready to resume our journey, the Hot
tentot who leads the drawing oxen was missing. He had been 
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sent after 110me of the cattle I and having pNTioualy been in the 
village, where 10me mistaken friends had given him ttrong drink, 
he had, under its influence, laid down among the bushes and fall• 
uleep, Being unwilling to leave the man behind, •e devoted the 
day to writing, which we find it difficult to keep up, and to Yiaitiog 
some of tho persons with whom we had become acquainted ; among 
whom wu Josepn Needham, of the bath,, who gratuitoualy lent u a 
horae to Genadendal, and furnished us with some forage. Al 
dinner we had tome of the boiled flowen, aponogeton distamJ"OD, 
which are nry palatable. They grow in abundance, OOYering 
the pools of a rivulet neer the place where our waggon had been 
stationed ; and on the twigs of the paoralea aphylla, which forms a 
b111h about ten feet high, on the bank• of the same str•rn, there are 
many of the delicate grassy nests of a small bird, of splendid black 
and gold plumage, called the Kafir fink, pendant over the water. 
These nests are of a globular fonu, and are entered by a hole at 
the bottom. They are instinctively placed in thete situations, to 
keep them from snakes and monkeys. 

18th 10th mo. We spent laat evening with J. and M. Turpin: 
the latter is near to the same religious views aa Frienda. Canteem 
do much mischief in Caledon : they are merely places for the ale ol 
spirituous liquon, by which tho population is demoralised and the 
lower classes are greatly degraded. We took leave of several per
sons, with whom we had become acquainted, in passing throagh the 
town, and pt"oceeded about twenty miles on oar wsy, and oatspan
ned in a solitary hollow, having a little water in the boles of a 
watercourse, which has a stream through it in wet weather, and 
which in several places exhibits indications of salt producing sali
comia, statice, &c. 

Hth 10th mo. (Fi~ay.) We reeted the "Sabbath-day" in 
the wilderness, in a style aomewhat patriarchal, and spent a portion 
of it in reading to our men in Dutch, which we are getting to under
stand sufficiently for this purpose. We alto spent a little time ia 
silent retirement before the Lord to comfort; and I read the letter 
addressed to the Society of Friends, on prayer, by the late Edward 
SmitJ1, with atisfaetion. He waSi an example of lhe benefit of the 
practice he inculcated. 

16th 10th mo. We tranlled aboat eighteen milea. pan of the 
way along a leve~, or slightly undulating country, on the border oI 
the Tonder-end, and outapauned, at noon, at a place called Droog
boom. One of our men calling at a house to purehue bread and 
meat, was reluctantly supplied with a small quantity of the latter, 
after it had been aacertained that the waggon did not belong to Dr. 
Philip. The people loaded this good man-the bot friend of the 

D1g1tized by Google 



17 

celoaiata-with opprobrious epithets, ao greatly do they misunder• 
stand him and their own real interests. The Dutch are generally 
eo ignorant as to be easily prejudiced, and so wedded to old and de
grading habits of oppression, as to abhor changes; and unless they 
become aroused from their lethargy, with regard to the education of 
their families, they must in a few generations, fall into the _background, 
Many English and Scotch are purchasing estates in this part of 
Africa, and are exerting an energy much greater than that of the 
former proprietors, The colonial Dutch are persons of large di
meoaioos. They are great eaters and die early. Apoplexy is fre
quent among them in middle-life. At the next house (belonging to 
Major Henderson) we met a different reception, from a Scotcb 
family, named Melton, who l'eadily supplied our wants, and gladly 
accepted a few tracts. We passed several other farms at a little 
di1tance from the road, on which were ripening crops of grain, herds 
of horse, and cattle, and flocks of sheep. Those of the fat-tailed 
breed are large, hairy, and of various colours. A few goats usually 
go with the sheep, for the alleged purpose of keeping them tame. 

18th 10th mo. A journey of an hour and a half brought us 
into the preuy village of Zwellendam, in passing through which we 
replenished our stock of bread, meat, tea, &c. We outspanned 
about a mile beyond the town, in a grassy hollow affording water, 
and were resting, after having taken a mess of sags, when an open 
carriage, from which two gentlemen were coming to visit us, wa:1 an
nounced: they proved to be Harry Rivers, the civil commissioner, 
and Wm. Robert.~on, the minister of the Dutch church : they wel
comed us cordially to Zwellendam, and we returned with them to 
the carriage, where we were introduced to Charlotte Rivers, who 
also pressed us to visit them at their own house, which we consented 
to do, and returned with them to the village, where we received 
much kindneas. Her son and daughter-in-law, Laurentz and Bar
bara Campbell, (formerly B. J\l'Leay,) having written to them from 
New South Wales, and mentioned our intention of visiting this 
place, and requested them to be kind to us. How valuable are kind 
friends, especially in a strange land! We received also some kind 
auentions from a family named Barry, who are extensively engaged 
in general businesa in a store, or what in England would be called a 
general shop. 

19th J Otb mo. Zwellendam is a long, straggling village, of pretty 
appearance, with neat white houses, some in English and others in 
Dutch style, interspersed with trees and gardens, and watered by a 
mountain-streamlet. It is situated in that part of the colony called 
the Gras Veld, which is hilly and verdant, and lies between the 
Langberg mountains and the coast. The land at the foot of the 
mountains is fertile, being capable of irrigation; but that nearer the 
sea suffers much from drought. A few j~,IIX,1! t1J@e,~~Ql_arkable revi-
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-tal of religion took place in this district, which i! said by some to 
b&Ye resulted from the Divine blessing upon the preaching of some 
pious missionaries, and by others to have been much independent 
of instrumental means. Soon afterwards W. R. was remo,ed 
hither, and there is ground to believe that his pious labours ba,e 
been blessed to the edification of many who were at that time 
awakened. Notwithstanding the trammels of a state-religion, by 
which he is evidently, in some respects, fettered, we found in him a 
brother in Christ, full of lively zeal, and there is much piety in eeve
ral of the members of his congregation. He has succeeded, in a ron• 
siderable measure, in rooting out many of the prejudices of the colo
nial Dutch, but some still remain to be contended against. A 
school for white and coloured children is also kept in the oefrening• 
house, and when meetings are held for the coloured people they ait 
next the pulpit, and when for the white people, the coloured sit be
hind ; hitherto they have not been persuaded to mix. There is al,o 
a superior school kept in a separate building, to which the govern, 
ment contributes, and of the commission for the management of 
which the civil commissioner is president: the rest of the com
missioners are chosen by the inhabitants, who raise the chief 
part of the funds. This is the only school in the colony ma• 
naged on this plan. Hitherto it has answered very well. The 
pupils are about eighty of both sexes. A reading-room has also 
been opened here, and a parish-library; both of which are likely 
to be useful in this part of Africa, where books are not by any means 
plentiful. In the afternoon we had a comforting interview with a 
young woman named Jane Clark, who has resided fifteen yeus in the 
family of H. and C. Rivers, by whom she is still kindly cared for: 
she has been long an invalid, and for many months nearly confined 
to bed; she now seems to be on the point of death; but the fruits of 
piety are conspicuous in her peaceful state: she is one of the happy 
number who have walked in the fear of the Lord from their youth. 
The Barrys, and our other friends here, having united in giving 
notice that we wished for a meeting with the inhabitants of Zwellen
dam ; about two hundred end fifty persons assembled in the oetfen
ing-house, English and Dutch, Into the language of the latter W. 
Robertson interpreted with great fidelity. The opportunity was re
markably owned by a sense of Divine overshadowing. After the 
meeting we took tea with Wm. Robertson and his valuable wife, and 
then returned to our quarters. 

iOth 10th mo. Accompanied by Harry Rivers and Wm. Robertson 
we visited the prison; which though not divided, so as to ndmit of 
proper seclusion, has several cells, that are clean and tolerably com
modious. Like that at Caledon, in which there were no prisoners, 
the sleeping-platforms are furnished with stocks for the feet; whirh 
arc said not now to be used, except for refractory r,ri~oners. I can· 
not however help regarding them as:,[!ilunge£;ftsCi kruments of tor· 
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ture, to be left in the discretional use of a jailor or turnkey, or even 
of a magistrate, and as relics of the barbarous punishments to which 
poor slaves and Hottentots have been subjected. Eighteen prisoners 
are in confinement here, a large proportion of whom are convicts, 
worked upon the roads, in chains of, I think, judging by the eye, 
about ten pounds' weight. Only one of the prisoners is an European, 
a native of London ; the rest are Hottentots, or other coloured Af
ricans; one of them, generally bearing a good character, got intoxi
cated, and in that state threw a stone at a woman, which killed her. 
Wm. Robertson imparts religious instruction to the prisoners. We also 
visited the upper, or English school, and extended some counsel to 
the children; looked into the reading-room, the librarian of which 
is of the Mantatee nation; called on a family named Mabile, rela
tives of the wives of John Le Brun and D. Jones, of Port Louis; took 
leave of our friends, (H. Rivers having given us several additional 
letters of introduction,) and accompanied by a young man named 
Wm. Helm, (residing with the Barrys,) and his brother, rode to Z11ur
braalt, a station of the London Missionary Society, of which their 
father, Henry Helm, is superintendent, and whither we had pre
viously dispatched our waggon. Zuurbraak, which signifies Sour 
Valley, and is so called on account of the prevalence of sour grass, 
which characterizes 20me of the more humid African pastures, is plea
santly situated between a range of mountains and a lower tier of 
hills ; on the drier sides of the latter of which are arborescent aloes, 
and various shrubs. A considerable stream, bordered with bushes, 
flows through the valley in a deep bed, and into this some small 
branches descend from the mountain, which are usecl for irrigation and 
whicl1 fertilize the gardens. The mission-house, place of worship, and 
a newly-erected school-house, are pretty good buildings, and with 
two or three smaller cottages, that are also whitewashed, have a neat 
appearance. A street is laid out of considerable length, along 
which a few Hottentots' houses are erected, others are in progress, 
and others left half built; and there are many hovels of sticks, reeds, 
and mud, scattered about, in which Hottentot families are residing. 
About eight hundred and fifty Hottentols reside here, half of whom 
are children, Henry and Charlotte Helm are considerably advanced 
in years, and the latter is in very delicate health; they are assisted 
iu their labours by their son, Daniel Helm, and his wife, who con
duct the schools. We met a kind reception from all the family, 
and also from the wives of Wm. Anderson, of Pacaltsdorp, and 
Thomas Melvieille, of Dysal's Road, 1vho are here on their way 
from Cape Town with their waggons, whither they have been for 
stores. The missionaries' wive11 often undertake this kind of ardu
ous service, making journeys with some of their children, and two 
or three Hottentots, to drive and take care of the cattle, which 
occupy many weeks, and extend over several hundred of miles, 
Among the acts of injustice in the colonial government toward 
the Hottentot population may be noticed1 th t~~ll-the govern-
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own kraals, from which they had never been driven when the 
London Missionary Society joined them, was taken from tl,em, and 
only restored on application to the home Government. Probably 
this act of oppression tended to break the spirit of the people, which 
generally wants energy. 

~lst 10th mo. (First-day.) The people had a prayer-meeting 
early, and again assembled in the chapel at nine o'clock. After they 
hsd sung and prayed, way was made for us to address them, which 
we availed ourselves of, speaking to them at considerable length, in 
the Jove of Christ, through the medium of Henry Helm. Several 
Hottentots are members of the church, but the pastor says he is 
much better satisfied with rPgard to the piety of some of the women, 
than with the generality of the men. The latter are much exposed 
to temptation when they go out to sheep-shearing, harvest, &c. and 
the tendency to drunkenness has been increased by several hav
ing ·been taken as soldiers to the Caffre war, and furnished with spirit 
rations, and some of these have not returned to their wi,·es and f'a
milies. Surely war is diabolical in all its forms. Europeans provoke 
the natives of Southern Africa to hostilities; they then constrain the 
natives of another part of the same country to fight against their 
peighbours; and they demoralize those they take as soldiers, by 
giving them strong drink. 0 ! that men would remember that the 
anthem sung by angels at the birth of Christ was, "Glory to God in 
the highest; on earth. peace-good will to men," and that this is 
the unalterable character of the Gospel; and that neither war nor 
anything else that accord!! not with this anthem has any legitimate 
claim to the name of Christian, but is earthly, sensual, devilish; and 
that all systems of human expediency that are opposite to this gospel 
character, are the ebullitions of unbelief, and practically demonstrate 
that those who adopt them think themselves wiser than God; vio
lating the great principles of love, justice, and truth, which he has laid 
down for the rule of human actions, to bring about their own despi
cable and sinister ends. An adult-school, of a large number of Hot
tentots, is held in the chapel of Znurbraak on First-day afternoon, 
which several of the older people persevere in attending, for example's 
sake, not withstanding they make slow progress. A bout the same time 
a school is nlso held for the catechetical instruction of the children. 
In the evening the congregation again assembles for devotional ex
ercises, but in smaller numbers than in the morning; when a few of 
the neighbouring boors attend. This evening the reading, singing, 
11nd prayer, with an address by H. Helm, took place as usual; and 
subsequently I spoke to them on the importance of remembering 
thnt " God is n Spirit, and they that worship him must worship him 
in spirit nnd in truth ;" lest in those acts of devotion they should be 
f~und _only <lra\ving near Him with their mouths, and honouring 
him ":•th their lips, while their hearts were far from him. Thia, 
there 1s reason to tear, is the case witlj ma ~· ti:theless some of 
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fluence of the Spirit to be felt, in sitting with them. The day was 
very hot. 

2!nd 10th mo. We visited the school conducted by Daniel Helm, 
which is on the British and Foreign School Society system, and is in 
a very satisfactory state. The pupils are about one hundred and 
forty of both sexes. The infant-school is conducted by D. Helm's 
wite, who is a daughter of William and J. Anderson, of Pacaltsdorp: 
the pupils are about seventy. It is very pleasant to see the children 
of the older labouren coming up in their places, in the care and in
struction of the Hottentot race. D. Helm interpreted what we said 
to the children in his school. It was the first time he had performed 
such an office, but he succeeded very well. We understand enough 
of Dutch to be able to detect errors in our interpreters. In company 
with H. Helm we walked through the street of the l!ettlement, and 
entered most of the cottages of the Hotten tots, as well as some of the 
hovels that are more scattered, and some of which are poor places in
deed for human beings. Some of the cottages are neatly white
washed inside, and have a surbase colouring of French grey; both 
colours are from clay found on the Zuurbraak property; the walls 
are of mud, the roofs thatched, few of the cottages have chimneys : 
the fires are generally made in the middle of the floor, and the inside 
of the thatch is consequently black with smoke. A few of these 
Hottentots have cattle and horses, and those who have finished their 
liouses have gardens allowed them also ; but there is a want of inde
pendence and energy of character, to the formation of which an inde
pendent possession of property greatly conduces, Most of the peo
ple are very poor, and there are some who are old and decrepid. 
The kind-hearted missionary is far from well satisfied with the pro
gress of his charge; yet the people are evidently raised considerably 
above the degraded state in which they formerly Jived in the colony, 
and the children are acquiring valuable instruction. Sufficient at
tention has not been paid, in time past, to the school-instruction of 
the Hottentots, nor to teaching them useful handicraft trades; and 
these are important as auxiliaries to the gospel, in raising them out 
of the state ol' degradation to which they have been reduced, and en
abling them to obtain a reputable subsistence; for where persons in 
Africa depend solely upon the cultivation of the ground, they are 
liable to be brought very low by the frequent occurrence of seasons 
of drought. H. Helm bas too much upon his hands for one man, 
and especially when advanced in life: if he were capable of instruct
ing the people in mechanical arts he has not the time ; and the Hot
teutots are not brought forward here, as at Genadendal, in the ma
nagement of the affairs of the institution. In the eHning we had a 
meeting on the subject of temperance, in which we also said much on 
the advantages of industry, and of attention to comfort and order in 
houses, gardens, &c. referring to many passages in Proverbs, where 
theee subjects are brought under notice, -j,18 e commended 
them to the Lord, and bade them fare~'i\!i'f:d by 



23rd 10th mo. After an early breakfast, anJ settling a few little 
matters, among which was psying a poor woman for a mat made of 
the stems of a species of papyrus, strung together, for our men to 
spread their beds upon, we took leave of our friends at Zuurbraak, 
toward whom we have felt mut'h Christian love, and proceeded along 
the valley, where some of the Hottentot& were diligently cultivating 
their gardens, and where there are a few farms, till we reached one 
belonging to a Scotch family named Moody : here we found some 
thoughtful people. After dining at our waggon, and taking a cup of 
tea with those we visited, we ascended some hills, and ultimately 
rested for the night in a hollow, where there was grass, but no water. 
Having two casks of four gallons each fixed to the hinder P3rt of the 
carriage of our waggon, and a vessel containing two gallons inside, of 
a kind called here a vatje, and resembling a cheese-vat in form, we 
were sufficiently supplied for our own use. Our road to-day laid to 
the south of Groote Vandersbosch, a large wood running up the 
kloofa of the mountains, and belonging to the Government. There 
were also many shrubs and low trees on the margins of the stream
lcts, and of their dry beds, and some crested aloes were in £lower on 
a dry bill. 

24th I 0th mo. We travelled over some billy ground to a rivulet, 
where our cattle drank, near the farm of a boor named Cornelius de 
Ilret. Previous to reaching it we came to a small tree or two, at 
which it was amusing to see the loose cattle stop and rub themselves 
in turns. This is an indulgence they have seldom enjoyed since 
leaving Cape Town! We then proceeded for some distance along 
the l.'ourse of the brook, and turned a few miles up a kloof to Jon
ker's Fontein, where we were kindly received by Andres Van Wyk, 
an cider of the Zwellendam Dutch church, to whom we had a letter 
of introduction from William Robertson. Here we outspanned our 
waggon, and made arrangements for a meeting on First-day, (N. V. 
Wyk allowing our cattle to browse upon his land in tl1e interim,) and 
in the afternoon, accompanied by a Hottentot named Isaac, whom we 
engaged at Zuurbrnak as a guide to Zoar, we set out for that place. 
Repassing a few small farms, where we had called and left tracts io 
the morning, and crossing the Lang Berg mountains, over the first 
tier of which is a hilly and grassy country where there are several 
farms, on a small river, the course of which indicated a large stream 
in rainy weather, being broad and grown up with pal mite, ( juncus 
serratus,) we ascended the second and higher tier through a pass 
called Platte Kloof, which was very rugged. In making a short rot 
over a stony hill, (primitive sandstone, the general rock of this 
country,) covered with low bushes, I noticed, in the fissure of a rock. 
the elegant pelargonium tricolor in blossom. This to me was like 
recognizing an old, forgotten acquaintance of a plessant character: 
for the existence of this old, but elegant and delicate inhabitant of 
English green-houses had quite passed from,mv. • ,I; till (saucely 
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raised above the stone on which it grew) a large cluster of its pure 
white blossoms, shaded into blackish crimson, met my eye, in this 
inhospitable region, and revived many associations in connexion with 
the persons under whose care I had seen it cultivated. The scene 
from the top of the Langberg was novel and stiking- vast series of 
low bills, barren, or scantily covered with low shrubs, was presented 
to the Tiew : they were not in continuous ranges, but of irregularly 
roundish and depressed conical figure, extending to the right and left, 
as far as the eye could reach, and in front to the foot of the Zwarte 
Berg mountains, about thirty miles distant, the Roode Berg rising 
indistinctly between. This is a kind of country called Karroo : and 
among its hills, at a distance threatening night upon us, we descried 
a patch of green ; where our guide informed us we should lodge: 
thither we pursued our way, and arrived at the humble dwelling of 
Field-comet de Wet, just as the day closed. Our host was a plain 
Dutch farmer, with a rustic family, living in a way that afforded little 
of what an Englishman would call comfort, cultivating a few acres of 
land, upon a little run of water, and holding the office of a petty ma
gistrate on a salary of£ 15 per annum : we were however glad of the 
shelter of his house, and of such fare and accommodation as they 
set before us, and for which we signified our willingness to pay. We 
had a letter of introduction from H. Rivers, and by the help of our 
guide, who could speak a little English, and a Scotch builder, who 
happened to he at work upon the premises and could speak Dutch, 
we made out tolerably well. 

i5th 10th mo. We found our Hottentot had not fared so well as 
ourselves, having only had a ~canty supply of very meagre food, not
withstanding our desire, that be might be supplied at our own cost; 
and for what he, with our horses, and ourselves had, we paid four 
rixdollars-six shillings, which would be considered very ample. We 
purRued our route over the Little Karroo, in company also with 
another man who had lodged at De Wets. In some places the 
country resembles dried sslt-marshes, and is besprinkled with a 
shrubby whitish atriplex, a bushy salicornia, nnd various mesembryan
thcmums. Here and there are dry water-courses, or stony beds of 
rivers, overgrown with a white thorned, verdant acacia, (doornboom,) 
which forms a striking contrast to the general sombre hue of the 
vegetation of this desert. Pools of water are sometimes met with in 
the beds of these rivers, which rise very suddenly in rainy weather. 
Many of the hills of the Karroo are steep and rocky ; they appear 
to be clayey sandstone, or more purely argillaceous. Two species of 
haworthia (small plants of the aloe tribe) were growing among the 
roots of some of the bushes; and a large stapelia, and several species 
of cotyledon, &c. in a rocky kloof behind the house of a person 
named Le Granci, on the Klip, (stone) river, where, after a ride 
of two and a half hours, we stopped to dine. Here there is water in 
the river, on which there are two or three !!mall <fu,tl'M ases in the 
mountain-desert. Two and a half hours further (i. e. about fifteen 



miles) at Roode Berg Hook Fontein--a place where there are three 
pools of stagnant water, like English horse-ponds, there are two still 
poorer farms, where a few goats and horned cattle are kept. The 
Karroo is said to support stock of this kind well in common seuom: 
they browze upon the bushes and upon the thin grass that springs 
among them in rainy weather; but the drought has continued so Jong 
that several huts are forsaken in vario11S places, and the stock has been 
driven away. No wild animals of any kind are to be seen. The land 
seems forsaken through thirst. Before reaching the Roodeberg, which 
is red sandstone, our companion left us, taking one or the other 
roads, many of which cross this country in various directions, to 
farms 1ituated wherever a little water is to be found. Near the Fon
tein, growing up among the larger bushes, was pelargonium peltatum, 
and a little further on pelargonium angulatum ; here was also the 
remarkable shrub nitonia capensis, &c. Between this place and the 
foot of the Zwarte Berg, about two hours' ride we came at no water, 
and the day was intensely hot. But there was on the hills a con• 
aiderable quantity of spek-boom, (i. e. fat-tree,) a shrub with succulent 
leaves, slightly acid, which supply both food and moisture to the 
horned cattle. Many other succulent shrubs of this inhospitable 
country are also eaten by different animals : even the shoots of a 
leafless euphorbium, with numerous smooth stems the thickness of a 
finger, are topped by the sheep. Some of the hills of this part which 
are of a ferruginous hue, have upon them fine arborescent aloes, 
rising to about eight feet : a fine stream runs at the foot of the 
Zwarte Berg, giving fertility to a narro,v chain ofbottom-lands, in the 
valleys; which are irrigated, and made to produce corn, wine, pome
granates, oranges, peaches, figs, pears, &c. in abundance. Tl1e transi
tion in the appearance of the country, on approaching the place of our 
destination, reminding us of the expressions " like the garden of the 
Lord, as thou comest unto Zoar." The thirst of ourselves and our 
horses being quenched, we enquired for Theodore Gregorovoski at 
the first farm-house we came to, and ascertained that he (the "heer 
van Zoar,'' as the people called hi:n) was tarrying with his wife at the 
next farm, till accommodation could be provided for them at the 
missionary institution. Thither we repaired, and found this worthJ 
couple livin~ with a family named Vreij, (Fry,) in a house having a 
little more ol the comfort of cleanliness than some we had visited; yet, 
like many others, in it all kinds of thing~ are stowed under the beds; 
and the floors, as is common in the colony, were of mud, and cleaned 
by being smeared with cow-dung, which however being effected skil
fully, makes them comfortable and free from vermin, in this dry 
climate: it is applied when reduced to the consistence of paint by the 
addition of water. We spent the evening in conversation and were 
present at the family devotions. Being in Dutch, I could searcely fol
low the subject, so as to catch its outline; and I could not recognize the 
P";Cious solemnity that is often lo be felt in the quiet devotions of 
Friends, and sometimes io the worshiRi~,CJ.Jtl;i~i)Y}_g_qgh rarely in the 
same measure; for it is generally much interruptectby customary ex-
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pression, and I conclude, proportionate to the degree in which the 
,taiting of the aoul ia simply on the Lord. 

16th 10th mo. We walked with Theodore Gregorovoski to the 
inatitation at Zoa,-, distant about two miles. The place was occapied 
by the South African Missionary Society, (to whom it still belongs,) 
u a missionary station, many years ago : it has an extensive tract of 
land, moat of which is rocky karroo hills; but by the side of the 
river there are two fertile spots, capable of irrigation, rontaining to
gether upwards of one hundred morgens, equal to two hundred acre& 
These are converted into gardens or planted with corn. Upon the 
verge of one of them are the chapel and a number of buts, forming the 
•illage, which is the habitation of three to four hundred Hottentots, 
Including children. The place was without a missionary for nearly 
seven years, and went to decay. The chapel is yet without seats. 
and the residence of the former missionary is in a state of ruin, 
T. Gregorovoski and his wife have been in the neighbourhood about 
IWen months : the former is a native of Prussia. and is placed here 
by the Berlin Society: he is a pious man, but does not possessea 
much knowledge of bandicrRft trades; some knowledge of which is 
highly de11irable in a missionary, both to enable him to make his 
own dwelling comfortable and to teach useful arts to those amongst 
~horn he is placed ; without which, as means for obtaining sub,. 
llltence, it is often difficult for them to keep near him. He is how
ever adopting measures to get some of the youths instructed in 
smith's work, &c., and the Hottentots are voluntarily building him 
a house, being only supplied at the expense of the society with one 
meal a day: his furniture, &c. have not yet arrived from Cape To"n, 
and he has no waggon to fetch them ; the one belonging to the 
former missionary being too much decayed to be used or repaired. 
A waggon is essential to the comfort of an African missionary, and 
almost to bis existence, in such a sphere . 
. The farmers or boors of this neighbourhood had for sometime been 
1n the practice of sending their cattle upon the hills of the missionary 
property to eat the scanty grass and to drink up the water of a little 
apring or "fountain ;" and on the missionary prohibiting this, they 
Were displeased, and complained of the interference, saying, they 
th~ught it improper, aa the place was only for Hottentots. The 
IDISSionary signified that, if the place were his own, he might do as 
he pleased in permitting them, but that being placed there, to take 
charge for the Hottentots, he must be faithful to his trust. The 
neighbouring boors are not willing to give more wages than two rix
dollars,equal to three shillings a month, to the Hotten tots with victuals; 
~bile at the present sea11on-the harvest, they can obtain one to two 
nxdollars a day in the Gras Veld, many of them are therefore gone '°. a ~nsiderable distance to work. The dii.position to treat Hottentos 
•ub indignity is very conspicuous in this part of fhe country ; which, 
from ita secluded situation, may reasonabPy1111f6 "expe ~ b be longer 
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in coming under the influence of advancing civilization than those parts 
through which there is more traffic. We have fonnd it almost im
practicable to obtain for money suitable food for the one who has accom
panied us on this journey even. A little meagre soup or gruel, or a bit 
of bread of defective quality, seems to be thought quite sufficient for a 
Hottentot. We desired Isaac, when treated in this way, lo ask for 
better fare, and to say we would willingly pay for it ; aad on doing 
ao on one occasion the mistress of the house was informed, and abe 
went into the kitchen and enquired, " Where is this Hottentot that 
cannot eat such food as serves other Hottentot&?'' the poor fellow 
had both killed and dressed a sheep for the family, but they had not 
the consideration even to give him a scrap of the offal. It is to be 
hoped that the residence of T. Gregorovoaki and his wife among 
these people may improve them. We did not hold any meeting at 
this place, T. G. not being sufficiently acquainted with English to in
terpret for us on religious subjects, but he promised to read our tract 
to the people, with some of whom we hRd a little conversation; in 
which they expressed their gratitude to the people of England, tor 
taking an interest in their welfare, and satisfaction at seeing English
men there. Many of the people were busy in their gardens, which 
are planted in drills, with little furrows between, through which the 
water is frequently led. Their principal crops are kidney-beans, 
mieliea, (i. e. maize,) bearded wheat, and pumpkins: they have also 
fig, loquat, peach, pear, pomegranate and quince-trees, and grape 
wines. This is a wine country; but the Hottentot& have agreed 
not to make wine, on account of its injurious influence upon 
them. 

We returned to C. V reijs to an early dinner, paid six rixdollars 
for our entertainment, had some further important conversation with 
our missionary friend~, set out to return to our waggon, rode to 
Roode Berg Hook, off-saddled for half-an-boor, resumed our journey, 
took tea atLeGrancies and proceeded to Field-cornet de Wet's, where 
we arrived a little after nine o'clock, and retired to rest after a re
past of a lhtle bread and sour milk, which is delicious beverage in 
this country. Zoar is the only missionary station in the caontry be,. 
longing to the South African Missionary Society, and so amall is the 
interest of the Dutch population in the welfare of the Hottentots. 
that they suffered it to go to decay; and the personal expenses of the 
pre~ent missionary are borne by the Berlin Society. T. G. thinks 
there is but one pious Hottentot at Zoar. 

27th 10th mo. Notwithstanding our Hottentot was promised some 
supper last night, and retired into the kitchen (a shed detached froua 
the house) to wait for it, he hRd to spend the night in the field t 
the horses were, without any, having t.o. be there to keep them from 
str~ying into the corn. Having sufficiently proved the maon 'tt in 
wh1_ch he was liable to be treated, G. W. W-alker r,eguested hi to 
be 111 the way, when our breakfast cam~';'i'l'l,bYa'nlf¥'r&M he ample pro, 
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-vision o( eggs and bread aet before us, furnished him with a good 
meal; he also took an opportunity, when paying for our entertain
ment, to expostulate with the mistress of the house, on the impro
priety of treating Hottentot& in such a manner. After our repast we 
resumed our journey, crossed the Lang Berg at Plat Kloof, and reached 
our waggon at Jonker's Fontein in the afternoon. Several persons 
ha•ing come to Andres Van Wyk's to be present at the meeting to
morrow, we also were invited to sup there, and way was made for 
• religious opportunity of an explanatory and devotiopal character; 
in which Robert Frier, a Scotch emigrant, connected with the family, 
interpreted. 

~th 10th mo. First-day-We assembled at half-pa11t eight and at 
two o'clock with the family of A. P. Van Wyk and a considerable 
number of other persons, chiefly their family connexions, several of 
whom were pious persons: much openness for religious labour was felt, 
and a preciou11 sense of the love of God prevailed. Cornelius Law
rence, an individual in whom the power of religion has made a great 
change, was much impressed with the manner in wh.icb we were 
enabled to elucidate the doctrine of the immediate teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, and Joseph Peren, a Frenchman, who emigrated to the 
colony about thirty years ago, received gratefully a copy of Barclay's 
Apc>logy in his own tongue, which he was delighted to hear spoken, 
however imperfectly. We took our meals with this company. Some 
gra•e old men present took off their white caps, as our host also did 
his hat, when he asked a blessing before meals, or some others of the 
company returned thanks after them. The practice of wearing the 
hat in the house is not unfrequent among the Dutch of the colony. 
The provision of the table was ample; but nothing like immoderate 
eating was to be seen. Most of the company left about four o'clock; 
but in the evening we had another religious opportunity, at which, as 
well as on the former occasions, the coloured servants were present, 
to our concern for whose present and everlasting welfare we gave ex
pression, after R. Frier had read a portion of scripture in Dutch. 
This is one of the families that hold oeffening regularly on first-days 
(i e. have a meeting for worship open to their neighbours.) 

29th I 0th mo. We took leave of the kind family at Jonker's Fon
tein, and when we reached the high-road, parted with Isaac, our 
cheerful, good.tempered, and attentive guide, who returned to 
Zuurbraak, where the next day he was to be married: the wedding 
having been put off a few days, to allow him to accompany us, as we 
afterwards learned. In the course of the forenoon we reached 
Riversdale, on the Vet Rivier, where there are a few scnttered houses, 
and a place of worship-a d1apel of ease to the Out.eh churl'h at 
Zwellendam, lately erected by voluntary subscription. Wm. Robert-
1111n visits the place once a q111\rter, and in t-he interim A. Keet, a 
pious young man, officiates gratuitolis')Yd i's 1hli . After Wm. 
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Robertson's first sermon here, be requested the Hottentota who hall 
net'essarily been absent in the morning, taking care of the waggooa 
and horses of their masters, to assemble in the afternoon : but he 
foond the prejudices of the Dutch ao strong, that aome of them were 
much disturbed at the idea of the Hottentots coming into the" kerkl" 
and some of them got up a sort of protest against their being allowed 
to assemble there, On the next occasion Wm. Robertson stated bil 
intention of again preaching to the Hotten tots, but admitted that, u 
the congregation had built the chapel at their own expense, they had a 
right to control its use, and after commenting upon the duty oC 
preaching to the Hottentots, as fellow-heirs of salvation,. he insisted 
that those persons who objected to their being admitted into the 
"kerk" should meet him in the vestry, and have their objeclioo 
recorded, along with tl1eir names, in the church-books, that they 
might not have the opportunity, when their objection might be apoken 
of, of i;aying that W. R. lied, aa some had said of Dr. Philip, beca.. 
he had said, an order had been given to keep Hottentotll and doga OQC 
of the church. Twenty persona came forward,and thus had their DIIDMI 
recorded ; and there is reason to believe otheni were like-minded 
with them, who shrunk from this ordeal. This however wu DOC 
the case with all, nor perhaps with a majority. W. Robert., 
son then stated his determination to preach to the Hotteototl, 
notwithstanding they had been denied the accommodation of the 
chapel, and invited them into one of its external angles, which WM 
shaded from the sun, and into which one of the vestry doors opened, 
at the same time inviting such of the congregation aa wished to be 
present into the vestry; but of this description a larger number came 
than the vestry could contain, and the others quietly took their station 
outside the Hottentots. The prejudices of the colonial Dutch wilJ pro
bably give way under the influence of more Christian and rational 
instruction than they have formerly had, especially when slavery shall 
have passed away, and the oppression of the native tribes is no 
longer countenanced or connived at by the government. Haring 
fixed on a place for outspanning we rode to the house of a penon of 
the name of Lawrence, who is said to be pious, and there met Albert 
Keet, an Afrikaoder, who apeaka English fluently ; and through his 
medium made known our wish to have a meeting here, with the in
habitants ; which J. Lawrence readily offered to arrange for three 
o'clock to-morrow afternoon. On returning to our waggon by moon
light, we found there a son of A. V, Wyk, with a waggoo and a team 
of oxen, on the way to a mill twenty milea distant from his father'• 
house ; and he took tea with us in our rustic style, under the opea 
canopy of heaven ; our set-out being tin-pots, containi~g a quart each, 
pewter-plRtes, &c. on a portable table, the (rame of which is made like 
a camp-stool, and with the top fits into the hinder part of our waggon, 
upon the top of a transverse chest, so as to prevent things tumbling 
out. After a hearty repast we read with our men, parted from oar 
guest, and then retired to bed in the:iwaggcl;<.v.'i~f~kful bearta, 
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for the many mereiea bntowed upon u1. The eountry over which we 
traHlled ~•Y ia remarkable for a ■eriet of ftat•topped hill■, lying 
aouth of the Lang Berg mountain1. The rock appean to be a kind 
of aandatane. Arborescent aloe abounded on the drier aides of the 
hills, the peral clothing of which was the little rhinoceros-bush, 
which often cover■ the ground for a great e:s:tent. Water is scarce, 
e:s:cept at the Vet river. 

30th 10th mo. The forenoon was 11pent in writing. In the after
noon we rode to J. Lawrence's, and accompanied him and bis family 
in their horse-waggon to the chapel, near to which we rested a abort 
time, at the houae of another pious man, where several of the neigh
boun were met, and we were refreshed by a cup of coffee. The 
company who aaembled in the chapel might be about one hundred, 
the notice being ■hort. There wu a precious sense of the Divine 
preaent'e over the meeting, and we were enabled to bear a faithful 
t•timony, in love and ■implicity, to the teaching of the Holy Spirit 
and to ita guidance to Christ as the Saviour from 1in, and into that 
atate of mind which rejoices in the salvation of the whole human 
family, without respect to colour, or to nation, or to station in life ; 
but which would glory in a mixed congregation of true worshippers 
of the Jiving God-black and white-rich and poor. Albert Keet 
interpreted for ua, very satisfactorily : though be was a stranger to 
us, neither we, nur our doctrine WBI such to him, for he had 
atteoded our meeting at Cape Town. We had some interesting 
conversation with him, in which be de,cribed the merciful dealing■ of 
the Most High with him, and the manner in which he was brought 
to this place, under a series of disappointing providences; where he 
aupporta himself and his family by a school, has a 1hare with 
J. Lawrence in a store, and preaches the Gospel freely. Several 
other pioua persons belong to this congregation. 

1st 11 th mo. Passed the bed of a stream one hour and a 
half after starting, in which there was a pool of water, and then 
travelled five hours over a dry, hilly, and more buahy country, 
abounding with arborescent aloes, some of which had been partially 
stripped of leaves, to obtain the viscid juice, from which the aloe1 of 
commerce is prepared, by draining it into a akin or piece of calabash, 
placed in a hole in the ground, the leavea being placed over it in 
concentric cirdea with the base downwards. The juice i1 afterwards 
boiled down to the conaistence of a solid extract. Probably the 
anicle might be greatly improved, if evaporated in a water• bath; but, 
like the extract of liquorice iu our own country, formed into lozenges, 
&c., it ia evaporated over a naked fire. A process, not so much 
to be wondered at in Africa as in England at this day, in which che
mistry has, in most branches, improved such preparations by more 
acienti6c modes of manufacture. 
• We deac:ended to the wide bed of till!1'1G'ori it v. 1>y a long cir• 
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cuitou, route: there was a shallow stream of good water flowing. 
Here we outspanned during the heat of the day, and saw ae.eral 
birds, :md some fine insttts, particularly of the cerambyx tribe, amoag 
the trees. In the evening we travelled a few milea along a valleJ, 
having the dry bed of the river between steep conglomerate billa
the gravel imbedded being of huge size. Among the bushes there 
was a fine trifoliatejasmine, with six cleft flowers. 

fnd 11th mo, Arose before break of day, and sent one of i. 
Hottentots up a Kloof after the cattle, and he not returning ns 
followed and found asleep by them. Little exercises of patience of 
this sort are common in African travelling. Soon after sun-riae we 
reached a place where there were three houses and a blacksmith's 
shop, and unpacked the waggon, and took it in pieces to have the in
jured axle repaired. This took about half an hour, and all was agam 
replaced early in the afternoon, In the mean time Dr. and Jane 
Philip came up, and we had the plessure of welcoming them on their 
journey. The Doctor having inflamed eyes, I prepared him a lotion for 
their relief, and the people of the neighbourhood hearing of bis arrival, 
and having no idea of any other kind of Doctor than of mediciae,began 
to resort to the place for advice, and were sent by the Doctor to 1111, 

or, in some instances, I was sent for to them. Some of the csses were 
far from hopeful, indicating great constitutional disturbance. I ad
ministrred from my medicine-chest such remedies as appeared likely 
to alleviate their sufferings, and gave them some counsel on diet, &c.; 
nor were their spiritual necessities forgotten ; but tracts, small boob, 
and New Testaments were put into circulation, both by our friend• 
and ourselves. The people seemed grateful, and espreued their 
thankfulness in ,arious ways ; some by offering to pay, and others by 
presenting us with dried meat, butter, &c. In the evening we pro
ceeded a few miles further, toward the extremity of the val\ey, wbel'I 
grasa was more abundant, and passed a few more little farms, where 
we left tracts. 

3rd 11 th mo. Proceeded along a aeries of poor, dry hills to the 
bank of the Kline Brak River, passing a few farms. Having out
spanned our waggon, we rode over to Mo&1el Bay on horaebeck, aod 
were kindly welcomed by James R. and Mary Townley, a young couple 
professing with the Wesleyans. Mossel Bay is the port of this part 
of the country : it affords good anchorage, except when the wind ii 
from the east. The town only consists of about ten houses. Gusta• 
vus Adolphus Krout, formerly employed as a missionary by the 
Berlin Missionary Society, is the government schoolmaster here: be 
spent the evening with us at J. R. Townley's, 

4th 11th mo. Pirst-day. In the forenoon, while G. A. Krout na 
preaching in Dutch, we sat down by our,elves J.q J. R. Townley'• 
parlour, to wait upon the Lord. In tbc 2afrern~ 3;/? visited a school 



of adult Hottentots, conducted by G. A. Krout, who has a kind, 
familiar mode of instructing them. In the evening he interpreted 
for ua in a meeting held at J. R. Townley's, at which about fifty per
sona were present, including a few who are here with waggon1, 
waiting the arrival of a vessel. The meeting was a low season, but 
we were enabled to point out the first principles of the Gospel; and 
after it, a few tracts were put into circulation. A young man named 
John Vnoderover invited us to visit him on our journey from 
George. 

5th 11th mo. Most of the houses at Mossel Bay were built by the 
Dutch Government, and are in a dilapidated condition. The coast 
on both aides of the bay is rocky, and the cliffs are much covered 
with the orchil lichen. Some attempts were made to collect it a 
few years ago ; but the nlue of labour proved too high to leave the 
speculators a profit. Taking leave of our kind and pioUI friends, the 
Townleys, ,.,e rejoined the waggon on it.a way toward Pacaltadorp, 
after fording three rivers u deep as our horses could . conveniently 
UOIII. The stony and rocky hills about Mossel Bay are covered 
with aloes, euphorbias, chironia baccifera; and an orange-flowered 
opuntia, common in a naturalized state in the colony, and called 
Turkish fig, is common in some sandy grounds, intermingled with 
buahes, among which a leafless aarcostemma entwines its slender 
ryliodric green branches. We outs panned for the night, . before 
descending into a ravine, not thinking the oxen equal to the effort of 
Cl018ing it without rest. 

6th 11 th mo. We crossed the first ravine, but in descending to the 
Guayang River. the waggon upset, in consequence of the rain having, 
during the night, made the road so slippery that the oxen could not 
keep their feet, Nothing was broken, and we speedily removed the 
luggage; which, in anticipation of such an occurrence, was Iaahcd to 
the floor of the waggon ; and assisted by a kind-hearted Dutchman, 
who happened to come up at the juncture, restored the waggon to its 
proper position, and had it repacked by noon, There was still a 
very awkward piece of road to pass, and in descending over some 
large atones, a loud crack was heard, and another severe shake at 
the edge of the water broke off one of the arms of the hinder axle, 
and again down went the cumbrous vehicle, and in such a position as 
only just to admit the luggage to be taken out dry, by wading to the 
mouth of the waggon. Happily no one was injured ; hut as there 
was reason to expect a flood in consequence of the rain that had 
fallen upon the mountains, all speed was used to remove the luggage 
across the water, which was about mid-leg deep, to a place of shelter, 
among some bushes at the foot of a high rock. The same kind
hearted Dutchman returning, found us in this second dilemma, and 
anisted us again in raising the waggon and ;n bear:ing up its 
derrepit aide, placing it in safety, and reitl·ovihg---fhe°i 1 with the 
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aidei attached, under which the luggage wu placed, to prote&t ii 
from the rain, that came on more beavily toward night, and 61W 
pools that had been dry for about two years. Toward evening I 
rode to Pacaltsdorp, (distant about four miles,) aud at this station of 
the London Missionary Society received a kind greeting from the 
aged miuionary, William Anderson, and from his wife and family, 
and from Dr. and Jane Philip, who arri,ed there on ,eventb-day. 
We were in want of provisions, and our necessities were readily 
supplied, and kind proposals were promptly made for bringing op ou 
luggage and waggon to-morrow. At a distance Pacaltsdorp 1w tht 
aspect of an English village, and this is produced by the liule 
"church," with a single tower, and tbe white cottages of the milaian
ary, schoolmaster, and schools. The little town of George .i. 
meets the eye pleuantly ; but ita "church •• ia in Dutch style: it ii 
situated at the foot of a mountain-range, of bold and varied oatliee, 
-clothed in some places with wood, eapecially in the kloo(s, do1111 
some of which torrents, formed by the rain, are now deteendia,. 
Having sent oft' the man with proviaiona, I accepted a preaing in• 
vit11tion to tea, and greatly enjoyed an hour's interesting society; 
but in returning over the plain on which Pacaltsdorp stands, 
missed my way, and only reached my companions in troublejuat•• 
the day closed. 

7th 1 J th mo. The rain was very heavy during the night; and om 
men were so dispirited with their situation, that they made no ri'llft 
to provide a shelter: it was quite pitiable to aee them drenched, and 
cold under such circumstances. At en early hour William Aoder
aon'a waggon arrived with a party of Hottentots, who were very 
active in assisting us; and as soon as the rain moderated,our luggage 
was removed into the waggon, and a pair of wheela from another 
placed under the hinder part of our own waggon, our whole establisb
ment was ■peedily transferred to Pacaltadorp, where a room, formerly 
occupied by the infant-achool, wu appropriated to our uae, and our 
waggon was put into the hands of a skilful Hottentot workman to 
repair. In the afternoon I rode with Dr. Philip and Thomas Hood 
(the schoolmaster) over the Pacaltsdorp estate, and a contiguoal 
farm belonging to the institution, but purchRaed by the Houentotl 
and peBOns well dispoaed toward them, for their u■e. It ia nice 
gruay land, but defectively watered : it has suffered greatly, no•• 
four years, from drought. A plan is under conaideration for eo
eouraging the Hottentots to introduce Merino sheep upon it, cattle 
not succeeding well. There is a good quantity in cultivation, buttbt 
drought has ao injured their crops as to leave DIOllt of the people 
very poor. No definite boundary exiats between the land• of 
Pacaltsdorp and George; and a discreditable petition hu been pre
aeuted to the Government, by the inhabitants of the latter place, for 
the portion of land originally asaigned to George, before several 
farma were given away by the late Land oa ,w • .. i. the -.iple of the 

D191t1zed by V 1 ~ r- -

f, 



lnwn ougtit to hue looked afleT, It has been arranged hitherto 
that the cattle of George and Pacaltsdorp should graze togethtt ; 
but the petition in qaestion, if acceded to, would place the boundary 
of George close to Pa«-altsdorp. William Anderson expostulated 
against this measure, and "as informed that the Hottentots had 
plenty of land on the other side of the villa!{e ! viz., that whi«-h had 
been purchased by themseh·es and their friends for their own use : 
he therefore sent a di[lpatch to the Government ; which demurs the 
mbject. A former Governor proposed to turn the Hottentot, off' 
this station, which is one ·that they possessed from time imme• 
morial, and was et11led Hooge Kraal, before a missionary joined 
then,, and to give it to the Scot«-h emigrants ! Thi, evening we 
beard a Hottentot preach in Dutch : the language we understood 
•ery imperfectly; but thet"e was a quiet seriousness and earnestness 
atloot his manner, ~fitting the occasion. The number of Hottentot11 
at this institution HI about 600. When a vagrant lawwas proposed 
in the colony, the eff'ect of which would have been to infringe upon 
the liberties of this people and others of colour, nbout 1200 resorted 
hit~. Perhtips many well-intentioned people were wheedled into 
an appronl of this measure, whi«-h happily was frustrated ; but its 
origin was certainly among the enemies of freedom. 

8th 11th mo. Visited the infant-s«-hool, in whi«-h there are aboat 90 
Jlllpils, under the able instruction of one of William Anderson's 
llanghten, and spent some time in conversation with our friends 
here. Dr. Philip informs us that the infant-school system w.11 

lntrodu<'ed into Africa by the liberality of our friends at Tottenham, 
and in that •icinity ; who rai11ed a 11ubscription for that purpose 
when he was in England, in I 828. This has now become R mighty 
agent in civilizing and raising the African tribes. And a contribn. 
tion of the Go•ernment of £sooo, in addition to£ I 500 appropriated 
by the London Missionary Society to the object, is enabling them to 
ereet suitable !K"hool-houses, When the first missionaries came here, 
they found the Hottentots in a most wretched condition, and greatly 
oppressed: they were living in holes, or in most miserable shelters, 
ia an adjacent aand-hill, near to which was a wood, to which the 
,oung men fled on the approach of boors, lest they should be sub. 
jeeted to compulsory se"ice ; and they "ere almost naked, wearing 
only a few skins or a karross. Some of them no" h1we «-omfortable 
cottages, but a large number li•e in rude, thatched huts, or inter
woven branches and mud: they are univer11ally dothed in co1ton, or 
leathern garments, and are in appearance, in a common way, about 
equal to the people of the lower dass in the ma1111facturing di11. 
tricte of Yorkshire and Lancashire; perhaps on a first-day superior, 
for the Hottentota make themselves very cleim to attend public wor
•hip on the first day of the week. Many of them h1we felt some measure 
o_f the power of the Gospel, and they are keRt und~r,missionary instruc
tlOQ at eitaations of this kind: 11ome of tlJeWt'0c!IIt 'w£ I he adjarent 
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forests, others follow other occ11patfooa of a rural kiod, and a nry • 
articles enable them to do their own smith's work. Another man ,._ 
to a boor for a term of years to learn waggon-making : be was kept a& 
mere drudgery, and taught little that was useful: he retnrned to the 
institution, where one of his own countrymen instructed him ; aod 
the same man is now making waggons for his former master, who 
sells them to other boors, as his own manufacture! When W. An
derson came to the country he says that many of the boon, bJ 
whom the Houentots had been reduced to a painful sort of bondage, 
had such contempt for them, that they would not condeacend to call 
them, when they wanted tl1eir services, but would whiatle to them, 
like aa to doga ; and instead of speaking, if they thought the Hot
tentot& negligent, would atrike them with a samboc, a whip formed 
of a aingle piece of the hide of the Rhinoceros or Hippopotamus. 
The Hottentot might not look his oppressor in th!,l face, when aped• 
ing to him. And I have been told, on reapecOlble authority, the& 
many of the old Dutch would not allow a Hottentot to eat an7 
victuals over which a thanksgiving bad been pronounced! but 
would rather give it to a dog : and to auch a pitch bad the igoe,. 
ranee of these people proceeded, that aome of them denied that the 
Hottentot possessed a soul. 

The people of Pacaltsdorp have expressed a desire to hue the 
small parcels of land for their houses and gardens allotted them u 
freeholds, in order that they might build better houses, and make 
more substantial gardens: but they have some fears, that if this were 
granted tbem, the Government might impose a Field-coroetcy upon 
them, in the person of some one, not of their own people; and a, 
burnt children dread the fire, so they dread the opening of such a 
door, lest oppression ahould enter in. One of their own number ia 
now appointed to act as Field-cornet, (i. e. a petty magistrate, with a 
little more power than an English constablt!,) and he is recognised by 
the G.,vernment, by exemption from taxation, and by having a p 
zette transmitted regularly to him: he is 111.id lO be a uaful 
officer. 

Dr. and Jane Philip left this evening, intending to prOCHd to the 
foot of the Craddock mountain (after making a few calls at Georp.) 
Meeting with them has been very pleasant. In the evening we u-
1embled again with the people, and my tlear companioo had good 
1ervice with them : hitherto I have noc felt authority to addna 
&hem. 

9th 11 th mo. Having made the needful arrangements for a journey 
to the Kuysna, &c. we set out on horseback, with a Hottentot named 
Coba1 for our guide. A ride over a series of grassy hills, inter• 
rupted by the deep ravines of Kaymon's Goat and the Taw Ri,er, 
and past two or three small houses at distant intervals, brought us &o 
Woodville, a house belonging to Captain l;larkerHof Plattenburs 
Bay,-where we found comfortable ac~ontl'd0\lifl6mnerot1gbisb atyl~ 
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~m a family named Luther, auisted by their daughter and son-in. 
law, a Scotchman, who wu useful to us, from his acquaintance with 
oar native tongue, 

10th 11 th mo. Pursued our journey, having given our hostess 61. 
for the enterrainment, viz. two good meals for ourselves and guide, 
lodging, and the grazing of the horses ; with which she thought 
laerself well paid. In the course of the day we only passed three 
houses; bot rode upwards of six hours, having to cross the mouth 
of the Zwarte River, on the beach where it is choked with sand, and 
to make a circuit to ford the Goukamma, We reached Belvidiere 
on the Kuysna in the afternoon: it is the residence of J. H. Dutlie, 
• polite Scotchman, to whom we had a letter of introduction from 
George Thompson, of Cape Town. J. H. Dutlie's wife is a daughter 
•f George Rix: aeveral of her sisters were visiting her, and a gen• 
tlenian named Frasier, from India, was also a gue,t here. We dined 
widi this company, and in the evening crossed the Kuysna, which 
llere forms a considerable and picturesque lake, in a boat belonging 
to Captain Long, of the St. Helena ; which, with another brig, the 
Kuysna, and the cutter, Friends' Goodwill, is now taking in a nrgo 
of timber, from the woods, which in this part of the country are in
terspersed among the grassy hills. Many of these forests are very 
beautiful : the trees large, and mnch overrun with climber,. Stink• 
wood (laurus bullato) and yellow-wood (a species of podocarpua) 
are the kinds chiefty cut : the former is allied to the bay and the 
latter to yew: it is a prevalent tree in the (orests and by the sides of 
rivers in South Afrin, and is rendered conspicuous by a long, shaggy 
green lichen, with which it is generally clothed. Parasitical plants 
of tbe orchis tribe are common on the trunks and branches o( treff 
in the fore.ta. Baboons, monkeys, bush-bucks, (specie• of antelope,) 
•potted hycnu, leopards, buffaloes, and elephants are inhabitants of 
these woods: the two latter animals are, however,scarce, and when a 
leopard ie discoTered, .it is here hunted unremittingly, till destroyed. 
We landed at a place where John Rex, a son of the aged proprietor 
of this territory, is conducting a fishery : the produce is exported to 
the Isle of France, where the dried fish of this colony finds a ready 
market. Horses were waiting at the landing-place to convey the 
company, as well as several young men of the family, who were here 
on buainess, to Melk-hout (Milk wood) kraal, the residence of G. and 
S. Rex and their numerous family, most of whom have attained to 
maturity: here we met with hospitable entertainment, and spent the 
e•ening in useful conversation. 

11th 11th mo. First-day, Was -very wet in the morning, by which 
some persona were prevented attending a meeting to which we had 
invited them. The family and servants of G. Rex, with a few per
aoo• from an adjacent little village, called M lvqli:,32,rmed the con
gregation ; to whom the blessings Bf'''ilfe'Y g ,~~~e openly de-
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dared, end compared wilh the darkne11s and desolation of the camal 
mind. In the evening also, when a portion of seript11re waa read ia 
the family, some religious counsel was likewise .ell.tended. The 
whole of the family { though of slave extraction on the female sid,) 
speak English well. They have received a good education, and thNr 
school-master, a feeble, diminutive man, more than eighty years old, is 
kindly provided for in the family. No medicul man resides neam 
this place than George, forty miles distant, but an intelligen& maaoa 
usually supplies the defect; he however wu ill, and I was therefore 
applied to on behalf of the Captain of the Kuy!lllt, whom l found 
in a critical state from the use of strong drink. 

12th 11 th mo. Being kindly furnished with fresh hol"lle9 by Georp 
Rex, we rode about twenty-two miles to Plattenburg-bay, the laac 
settlement of Europeans, on this part of the c.-oast, wliere nny Englisia 
re,ide; and where we became the guests of Captain Harker, the Go
vernment Resident, who, when a juvenile officer, was in the same 
regiment with Genernl Arthur. A per&OO named Sinclair lint at a 
place called the Port, about a mile distant. where he condoc.-ts a 
fishery: his wife i11 a daughter of Captain Harker ; wbo bu also 
three other daughters married, in the vicinity, and four sons. The 
only opening we found here for religious service, wu in a little 
counsel extended 10 1he family, in connexion wi1h 1he evening scrip
ture reading, and the distribution of a few tracts, both at this place 
and at a few small farms on the journey, and to some parties of 
Hottentot wood-cutters. Captain Harker was at much pains to poill\ 
out the beautiei.i of the place, in which there is an interesting com
bination of mountain, hill, wood, river, lake, and sea sc.-enery: he 
also took us to visit the sequestered grave of his wife, to whom he 
appears to have been ardently attached, and the Ion of whom he 
keenly feels in this lonely situation. 

13th I Ith mo. We returned to Melk-houtkraal: spent a little rime 
in conversation with George Rex and family, and then accompanied 
1,y Edward Rex and some of his sisters, \fe recrossed the Kuysna 
lo Belvndire, calling by the way to see the sick man on boerd the 
Kuysna. In this vessel I found two seamt"n who wt-re- in the en• 
of the Olivia, when we came from the Mauritius, and wbo, though 
far from what is to be deiiired in principle, conducted themeel,e1 
in an orderly manner on board that vessel, and were pleased to 
aee us again. Taking leave of the family at Bel•idiere, we re
sumed our ho111eback-tr0Yelliug, and reached Woodville afttr 
dark. Between the Kuysna and Pla1tenberg Bay there is • 
beautiful derp pink diRa, and on the sand-hills at the mouth of 
the Zwarte RiYer, another urchideous plant of larger stature, with 
yellow blossoms. 

14th 11th mo. Walking in the bo1dt!i"'iof~ o~Ri 'Woodville early 
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this morning, I picked up one of the grinder■ of an elephant, that 
&om ita appearaoce had lain about two years, a proof that these 
animals occ:isionally visit these woods. One was shot at the Kuys
Qa about two years Rgo, A 11pecie11 of antelope, called the bush-buck, 
i■ ■buodant in these woods. One was shot at this morning by a 
man re.iding here, as it was feeding on the grassy margin of the 
ioreat. We rode to Paceltadorp, notwithstanding a heavy rain 
shat made the road very slippery, so as to require great caution: 
I had 10me service with the Hottentots at their evening dnotionL 
Daniel Helm, who is here with his wife on a visit to her parenta, in
terpreted. 

15th 11th mo. Accompanied by Daniel Helm we rode to George, 
1111d visited the civil commis11ioner, Berg, to whom we had a letter of 
introduction from Harry Rivers, of Swellendam, and who assisted in 
making arrangements for holding a meeting for worship to-morrow 
evening. We called at the house of the clergyman, but he was at 
his farm. On returning to Pacaltsdorp we repacked some of our 
hoses, and in the evening I had an opportunity of spe■king to the 
Hottentot.a oi;i the subject of intemperance, into which some of them 
frequently fall, from the snare laid for them by the four canteens ac 
George, which are licensed by the Government in this little town ; 
and for which there is not the smallest occasion, as they are not inns 
for the accommodation of travellers, but mere 1hops for the sale of 
strong drink, to the ruin of the morals of the lower classes of the 
population. 

15th l lth mo. We breakfasted with Thomas S. and M. Hood: frora 
&be former of whom, who is schoolmaster here, we received some 
remarkable information, on the cases of a woman executed at George 
and a man condemned, on confession of arson extorted through the 
medium of a man professing to be a conjuror or wizard, on promise 
that nothing should be done to them, if they confessed. T. Hood 
and a achoolmaster named Dawson were ex.eluded from visiting the 
jail, for having interfered, as the magistrate thought, in his province, 
aud proved that these people were innocent, and had been cajoled 
into confessioo, merely by the hope that, if they made such an ad
mission, they should be liberated, A reprieve arrived for the woman 
after she wftl executed : she was a Hottentot. The life of the man, 
~ho was of Bushman extraction, was saved. In the coarse of the 
d■y we visited the school, of which T, Hood is master, and also the 
iofaot•11Chool. The former is poorly attended at this season, and is 
uever so regularly attended as the latter; for as soon as children are 
old enough, their parents are apt to take them off from school to 
uaist them. Sometime■ the Hotteotola take their families into the 
woods, when they go on timber-cutting excursions, and remain for 
mootbis together : for a Hottentot is at home whereyer he t'Bn obtain 
food a11d &helter, a11d persons of his O\lo'll'd,., e,fi>Q"'lleto. The Eng-



li1b language ia taught in the ldloole u W.U u the Datab, but &he 
infant pupils make much the best out with it. I am penaaded, fnle 
the little that I have seen uf these uperimeDts, that at this tender 
age, two or more lan~ages may he introduc:.I to \he iniu,t pupils. 
which they will acquire ttith a facility like that with which they 
acquire their mother-tongue. The atte11dance io J. Hood's schcd 
to-day wa1 only about SO : many of the children were abaeot, auist· 
ing their parent& to wuh, ao operation which the late rain Im 
enabled them to perform more exteoei.ely than for aome-time pal, 
A Hottentot's stock of Waaftllble clothing ia Nldem, howeffl', grea&: 
often the garments are taken off, washed, and put on again betol9 
being perfectly dry, to the great injury of heahh. Pacaltadorp is 
badly situated for water. lo thia respect it ie • meaument of the 
oppreuion the Hottentot race were formerly under, They •cw 
driven from favourable situationa, u11l took refuge in placa whess 
they could easily hide themaelve.. ln the afternoen we visited tJae 
prison at George; •hich conaists of a few ,mall rooms aurr011Adiur 
a small court-yard. The priaonen sleep aeveral togetlles, on llarrack
bedsteads with stocks at the feet I The atocks. ho~ever, are llid 
aeldom to be used, We had a religious opportunity wjJla tbe pri,oo
ers in the presence of tbe civil eommissiooer, and the medical 
officer whose name is Paul; T. Hood interpreting. The-namber of 
convicted prisoners working on tl. roads here is about ten : IOllle of 
ahem are at Ataguas 1'1oof, a few miles distant. In the evenillg we 
had a large meeting with the inhabitant& of George, in a place med 
temporarily for public worship, and which was kindly lent us by the 
Dutch minister, J. S. S. Ballott: here also T. Hood interpreted, 
while we reasoned with the people on temperance, righteouaoess, 
and judgment to come, under a coDlider.We meu11re of goepel a11-

d1ority, ascribing all the praiae and glory to Him te wbem U.J 
belong, and whose holy name ii bleued for evermore. 

17th 11 tb mo. At au esrly hour we aet out for Dysal'a Kraal,ha,-g 
again Cobas as guide. We crossed the moantaina by the ruggd 
pass called Craddock'• Kloof, and rested and diaed at the hollH of 
Jan Vanderover; from whence a tedious ride of six houra,over roap 
road, through bushy karroo country, brought ua to the plan, of oar 
destination, which consists of a few poor mud huts, oenr to some 
springs, popularly called Fonteina, (i. e. Fountains,) about a mile from 
the banks of the Oliphant's River, and between lwo series of the red, 
bushy hills of the Roodeberg range. Some of theae springs are 
so strongly impregnated with sulphate of ilon, that copperaa nyatal
lizes along the margins of the ditches that carry off the water, 
The surrounding country ia karroo, with little farms intenpened, 
where there happens to be water, at interval, of several miles. To
bacco and grapes are the principal produce of the district. The 
latter are chiefly converted into that peatilential fluid-brandy. 
Oats, barley, and maize are also grown, her.e,vlod)~iooally wheat; 
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bat it is liable to be aArled by l'1llt. From tlle adjacent fann■, a 
eonaiderable nnmbff of slaYe-appnnt~ resort to Dysal'1 Kraal OR 

first-days, for imtriaetion, which tbey receive from Thoma11 and 
Aona Melville and their daughter JanneL T. Melville is also to 
itinerate among the neighbouring farm■, and tbe school is 10 be kept 
daily, when the arrangement■ can be completed; but the station has 
only beea lately occupied as the residence of a mi■sionary : it is an 
oat-station for cattle, of about 5000 acres, belonging to Pat'altsdorp; 
and the intention is not to collect the people upon the place as resi
dents-a plan that was useful wbeu mi11ionary 11arions were needful, 
II placea of refuge from oppression, but which was attended with 
nib, and is not now •ery desirable within the colony. The 
apprentica come from nri0111 diaunca, aome exceeding twelve 
Dlilee, for religiou instruction ; ■ome walking, and othen riding 
tbeir own hol'9ell. Some of these people posaeu also bullock. and 
waggona, and several have pun:ha■ed the reeidue of their bondage, 
and -,hat of their wives and families, at a high rate, and still remain in 
the ■e"ice of their old masters. Generally they appear to hue 
been weJI treated aa ■laves. Having been leas oppressed than the 
Hottentot■, beeauae the slave■ were the property of their masters, 
the apprentices generally poeses■ more energy of character than 
the Hottentot&. 

18th I Ith 1110. Firat-day. An inteffllting <'Ompany u5embled at an 
early hour, remarkably clean in their persona and att.il't', and attentin 
to the religious instruction communicated. They had a prayer-meeting 
at ano-riae, when another Hottentot from a missionary 11ation gave 
atteraD<'e to supplication. Af\er breakfast, the whole congregation 
formed a school, and their t'hildren an infant-school. The latter was 
111perintencled by J. Melville, and the former by her parents. 
Several of the pupils acted u monitors. Few of them ran yet read, the 
arhool having only been opened about seven months; but they take 
boob or sheet-ll!tlons home, and are diligent in striving to improYe. 
After the achool, a meeting was held, commencing in the usual way 
wich ■inging, prayer, and rN-ding of the 8<'riptures ; but in which 
ample opportunity wu afforded ua to express what was upon our 
mind,. In the afternoon school was again held, but previously many 
of the rompany had to set out for their respective homes. A meet
ing in T. Melville's cottage roncluded the labours of the day, in 
whieh we were aensible of the overshadowing of our Heavenly 
Father's love. This plare and Zoar, distant from each other about 
one hundred milet, are the only places of religious in11truction between 
the Zwarte Berg and Lang Berg mountains, from W ort'ester to Uiten
hage, i. e. nearly from the wettem to the eastern shores of South 
Afrit'll; and the intervening country, though chiefly barren karroo. 
baa many stattered farms, on aome of which the inhabitants 
are numerous: one near this place has about eight so[uls. . 

D,g,t,zed by~ og e 



4,1) 

l9th.11th nio, Oliphant's Ri•er now scar<'t'ly runs, but thel'fl are 
pools of water in its stony beds. In rainy senons it becomes a 
torrent! 1111 borders are clothed with weeping-willows and white. 
thorned acacias. We returned to Paraltsdorff, taking the rocky pen 
of the Groote Doorn river. In the evening we met the people, and 
my dear companion addressed them on the importance or temperance. 
I also added some generRI counsel. 

Departure from Pacaltsdorp. 

20th 11 th mo. The needful arrangements being eff'ectPd, And a bo1' 
or superfluous things being return1>d to Cape Town to lighten onr 
load, we took leave or our kind friends at Pacaltsdurp, Rnd proceeded 
to the foot of the Craddock mountain, calling on the way on the Civt1 
Commissioner Berg, and on the Dutch minister, &!I we pa!!ised 
through George. At Pacaltsdorp, we engaged four extra Hottentots 
and eighteen oxen, to take our wag~on over the mounrein. The 
fRmily of Andersons of Pacaltsdorp, on whom the missionary charge 
devolves, are simple-hearted, pious people, with whom we hue felt 
much unity. J. Hood Rnd his wife are also vRluable Chriatlans; and 
there are many pious individuals among the Hottentots. Mueh 
prejudice, however, exists against them, among the ne-ighbouring 
whire population: and though the Hottentots are certainly greatly 
raised above the state in which the millllionaries found them here, 
yet they cannot be regarded as a flourishing, or rapidly rising com
munity, but here they have been shielded from destructiveoppreaion, 
and mRny of them have been availingly instructed in the great tnrtha 
of the Gospel. 

21st 11 th mo. In descending to the place where we remained 
during the night, our waggon narrowly escaped being upset. 1'hi1 
morning early we commenced the ascent of the mountain, and 
reached the further side in about four honrs, inclusive of a short rest, 
and various temporary stickings fast against ma11SeS of rock ; with the 
prospect of the vehicle ~ing precipitated into the •ale below. Thi•, 
however, was preventecl by holding it on the rosd by meana of reins, 
(i. e. thongs of prepared hide.) The shaking and jumping of tM 
waggon, as it was dragged along, especially, as it descended the 
steep on the further side, were such as a person, who hAs not S<>en it 
would scarcely believe any carriiige could endure. The drag-shoe 
is not used on these occasions, lest the wheel should stAn oot of it, 
but both the hind wheels are chl4ined, and the waggon is stopped at 
short intenals, to shift the chains, in order to prevent the whttl-tire 
from heating to an injurious degree, and from wearing too much in 
one place. A heavy rain wet U!I through, when near reaching the 
~oot ~f the mountain. We stopprd for a few momenta at II cott11ge 
mhab1ted by a man and his family-appren .ices-employed by the 
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farmer of the tolls, to repair this road, to deliver a Gazette to the 
man, given us for the purpose by the Civil Commis1ioner, and con
taining the proclamation of the freedom of apprentices ; in order that 
the man might see his muter was imposing upon him, in telling him 
" he would not be free till Christmas." Last evening we often saw 
the glimmering of a fire-fty, which is common in this part of Africa : 
there was also a atrong phoaphorescent light in patchea upon the 
ground. 

Hnd 11 th mo. Punued our journey in the Long Kloof-an ex:
teaaive Yalley between two ranges of lofty billa ; and having numer
oua farm• at distant intenala, where 1treamle11 fertilize little spots, 
and vary the monotony of dry pasturage, composed more of small 
bushes than of grua. Some large flock■ and herds are supported 
in this diatrict. The broad-tailed Cape sheep are beginning to be 
aupeneded by merinos. About an hour after ■unset, a phenomenon 
occurred. A meteor of the kind commonly known as a falling-star, 
appeared in the west, which left a train of light of considerable 
brilliancy, that continued about twenty minutes, and then gradually 
faded away. It did not continue in the form of a line, but assumed 
an irregular direction : its place in the heavens, however, remained 
&sed: its brilliancy wu something less than that of the moon, which 
was up at the time: the wind eut and unsteady. 

Hrd 11th mo. Proceeded onward through the Long Kloof; in 
the afternoon ascended a hill, upon which the road was so bad as to 
requfre the waggon to be aupported by meana of reins. In passing 
a rocky, narl'Ow place, some baboon■ made a kind of hoarse 
about: they ran off at the crack of the driver'■ whip. Out
spanned in the evening near Wolve Kraal, where there is very 
little water. 

Htb 11th mo. Still journeying through the Long Kloof. We 
pulled four farm,, and at one, n11.med Ongelegen, were treated with 
great rudeness. As the waggon was passing, without any one going 
to the house, three Dutchmen made their appearance, and one aaid 
,re were going the wrong road, and pointed to a road that would 
have mialed 111. Another, on being particularly enquired of, said, 
•• 0, any road will do!" Our people, who knew the way, paid no atten
tion, and G. W. Walker gave the parties aome admonition on the 
impropriety of their conduct. At this time I was a little behind, and 
ignorant of what had passed. Soon after I came up, and presented 
a young woman with a tract, which ,he banded to one of the young 
men and he to another, who threw it out of the door, with curses and 
imprecations. I picked it up, and put it again into my pocket, and 
walked off without looking back, till I heard the report ofa gun. At 
this time I might be one hundred and fifty y,arda from the house. 
On turning round the gun was still pointed~artl>~'e; and the smoke 
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iBauing from its muzzle. The young rnan, evidently w,der the in• 
fluence of strong drink, began to halloo, which they eont.imaed iJr 
some time, also repeatedly firing the gun; aa if I.hey bad recollecw,d 
that they had gone too far, and were trying to leave the impreaioo 
that the first firing was only one of a series. Meo like tbeae bring 
an evil name upon their country ; but all the Dutch are not like 
them. There were several huts of Fingoes abollt lhis place : tbeJ 
are rude structures of bee-hive form, made with slender bought and 
sedges. The people are much darker than the Hottentots : they wear 
skin karr088es : the chihlren are naked. Some Fiogoes who puaed 
said they were leaving • place on account of being int11fticieatly 
supplied with bread, and having but one shilling a month w..., 

25th lllh mo. First-day. We read with our JDef1 iQ tbe 111oraing 
and evening, and twice spent some time together iu the waggon 
waiting on the Lord in silence, to the refreahment of our soula. 
Three groups of Fingoes visited 115, and were glad of aome broth, 
bread, and scraps. One of tJie families said they were leaving maater 
becauiie he bmt the children so much. They seem to be a fine race 
of people : some of the women are of comely features, mOll of them 
have only a sheep-skin karross thrown over their shouldera, The 
women wear more covering, and wear brass ringa, beads. and al,eUa 
about their neeks, One of them had a neatly-formed turban about 
her head : all of them seemed to need their garments washing. One 
man in a party of three was very voraciou1: his compani()Qa laughed 
at him and called him wolve; (i. e. wolf;) we also had eeveral other 
callers, chiefly travelling Hottentot&; some of 111·hom bad their faceit 
painted red, and appeared rather low in civiliaation. 

26th 11th mo. A few days ago I read R. Jowiu'1 Re~rb oo 
Water Baptism with much satisfaction, and yesterday I read Samuel 
Tuke's Plea for George Fox and the early Friends. to the refresh
ment of my faith in the doctrines they promulgawd, and exhibited 
the power of in their lives, and which I have long p~ached, UPder 
the con,iction that they are the unsophisticated doctri,1ea of the New 
Testament. Some Fingoes called this morping, and Baled ua 
to write them a letter to a boor, (whether .EAglish or Dutch"• did 
not learn,) whom they said, they had served the last ~n months, oa 
the promise of a heifer which they had not obtaioed. and who 1'M 
iieL•uning on~ of their children. Poor creatures I it is pitiable to aee 
them exiled from their native country, near Port Natal, by war; and. 
after having been slaves to the Caffers. to be 1tr,-ngera in a land in 
which they are liable to imposition and fraud. Probably in this 
case the agreement might have been for a heifer foJ a year's service; 
which they not thoroughly understanding, might eo~cei.ve to bed~ 
while their employer would think otherwise. 

When re■ting at noon, some coloured people~• to tht! wa,gon, 
and expressed a wish that we would •~~PkN,l ~tiP.l ~J;lleeu.nfl with 



them: tbia, however, we did not apprehend to be our duty, nor had 
we an efficient interpreter Qn religious subjects : they were presented 
with a few tlK'ts, for which they appeared grateful. Subsequently an 
.Ensliahman in the same employ viaited us, and expressed regret that 
we had aot autspanned near the house ; but in passing, the in• 
habitants declined selling our maa bread,, and would scarcely 
accept a tract from him. We therefore concluded that the feel
ing towards as, in the heads of the family, differed from that in 
the ae"an&a. About ten miles further we stopped for the night, 
and wheb about retiring to reat, heard the voice of singing, which 
,... aoon lliscovered to proceed from a party of eighteen Hottentota 
who were coming to viait us. We could converse little with them, 
but gave them a New Testament, and a few tracts in Dutch, 
which they received gratefully, and retired again, singing hymns. 
This aoroiag we aaw a bird resembfo)fI the female pea-fowl, which 
is oot uacommon ia South Africa, where it ia called paanw. 

~7th 11th mo. We emerged from the Long Kloof, by a steep 
deacent, to the upper part of the Krom River. When we stopped at 
noon, several young people of Dutch extraction applied to us for 
booka ud tncts, and being supplied with such as we had, (chiefly 
Dutch New Testaments &Ad tracts from the South African Tract 
Society,) they presented us with a large loaf of bread. The habita
UOl'ls in this part of the country are few. The vale of the Krom 
Riveria narrow, In some plac88 the bed of the river extends from 
&be hills on one side to thoae on the other side, and is choked with 
palmite, a rush, ( junc111 serratua,) with a black trunk, as thick as a 
111811'1 arm, two to seven feet high, and crowned with deeply chan
nelled leaves, half-an-inch wide, and thorny in the margin, like those 
of the pineapple. The quantity of water is at present so small as 
only just to be traced in a ftowing state in a few places. The hills, 
both here and in the adjacent part of the Long Kloof, are besprinkled 
with a glaucous-leaved protea!, forming a small tree. In a stony 
place one of them, the noble cyrtanthus obliquus, was in flower, the 
stem of which is as thick as a man's thumb, one foot high and crested 
with pendulous, glossy, red, tubular blossoms, tipped with yellow.
Groups of Fingoes continued to pasii. An attempt has been made 
by the Government to settle them, under the Moravian missionaries, 
in the Zitzikamma, but the conntry has proved uncongenial to their 
arttle, many of which have died. We saw a few paanws and crant-s 
in the course of the day. 

28th 11 th mo. Y eaterday and to-dlly were so warm as to render· 
thin drill comfortable clothing : the cold had been so intense for 
aome days previous as to make us wear pilot-cloth. Our way is still 
along the vale of the Krom River, which is so tortuous as well to 
merit i~ name, signifying crooked. Many stony steep hills have to 
be tTavtirffd on its banks. The farmsg81'eb(ei,~ :n in the Long 



Kloor: only three were passed to-day in about twenty-four mh . 
.At one of them a young man gladly received two Dutch Testaments 
and some tracts for himself and some others, and in return aent as 
two large pieces or beef: Testaments also were given to two 
Hottentot&, that had been educated at Hankey. We are oftm 
applied to for spelling-books, which we are unable to furnish. Hymn
books have also been asked f'or several times. Parties of Fingoes are 
1till passing. One of them offered a large round basket for "kost" 
i. e. something to eat. We gave them a few hard biscuits, which 
they received thankfully. Cyrtanthus obliquus, agapantbus um
bellatus, (blue African lily,) villarsia indica, and nymphea NEnJft 
were noticed to-day ; the two latter in the water : the Jut, the blue 
water-lily, covers pools of the river and smells like die 'Violet: its 
roots are eaten, as are also those of a small tree, with palmate leues, 
allied to aralea, (noise-boom,) they are white, tender, and about the 
thickness of a man'a arm. The beautiful virgilia capensis with pale 
pink pea-blossoms, is common here, by the sides ofwater-counes: 
1t forms .a small bushy tree : one I noticed had a trunk five feet 
round. Aloes abound on the dry hills, among low bushes. 

29th 11 th mo. Left the Krom River and stopped at noon at a 
place called Eiscbenbosch, where there were three small houses. On 
applying at one of them for milk, our man was told that they bad 
none for people like us: we, however, designing to return good for 
evil, supplied their children with a few little books. A few tracts 
were also distributed to some other people. In the afternoon we 
passed other three small farms, and circulated a few Dutch traeta 
which were gratefully received. At night we outspanned in a deep 
ravine, at the bottom of which there was a little water, in pools of 
the stony bed of what is called Deep River. We still fall in with 
wandering parties of Fingoes. 

80th 11 th mo. At noon we outspanned near a streamlet, on the 
banks of which cyrtanthus angustifolius, with two or three slender 
scarlet, nodding blossoms was in flower. In this neighbourhood 
there were large patches of' agapanthus umbellatus, (blue lily.) In the 
evening we reached Honey Vale, where we took tea with a son and 
daughter-in-law ofT. and A. Melville of Dysal's Kraal, to whom we 
imparted some religious counsel. 

Arrival at Hankey. 

1st 12th mo. We were presented with a well-grown kiJ, by 
J. Melville, from whom we received other kind attention. There is 
abundance of water-cress in the river here, probably introduced: it is 
the same species as that in England. After breakfast we proceeded 
on our journey, the way laid over some high ptoor.yJ nd, with sharp 
ferruginous gravel on the road, passetl9a"1Dge"'ffirii!', and through a 
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Jong stony kloof with bushy sides, and producing white jasmine, 
acarlet and ivy-leaved pellargonium, (geranium,) blue plumbago, 
hairy stapelia, fragrant acacia, (doom-boom) &c. We cr01Bed the 
Amitooi River to Hankey, in time to join a considerable congrega
tion of freed apprentices and Hottentots, who were assembled 
here, to celebrate the praise and glory of God, in having broken the 
bonds of the oppreued, and said to the captiYe, go free. Many of 
this interemng company were free for the first time from slavery, on 
this memorable day ; others, who now became free, had been seized 
in their native country and made slaves: among them were Malays 
and natives of Mozambique and Madagascar, as well as slave■ born in 
&be colony, 

We met a kind welcome from Edward and Jane William■, the 
missionary family, their gue■t. Elizabeth Read of the Kat River, and 
William Kelly, the schoolmaster. In the course of the day we ac
companied E. Williams in a visit to a woman, who was ill from the 
bite of a snake, She had been relieved by an emetic, cupping, &c. 
She had thrice before been bitten: and it is said the poison takes the 
less effect each time, A woman died in this neighbourhood about a 
week ago from the bite of one of those animals. We killed one to
day, about three feet long, slender, light-coloured with a dark wavy 
mark down the back; it is called schaapstikker, i. e. sheepstinger. 
In the evening a meeting was held for mutual edification. Several 
of the freed slave■ and Hottentots addresaed the congregation. No 
disposition appear■ among tbo■e who have purchased their freedom 
to value tbemselve■ above the others on that account. One who 
bad purchased the freedom of himself and family a few months 
ago, remarked that be bad as great reason to thank God for that 
clay, as those who only became free upon it; for had not that 
day been fixed for the termination of ■Javery, be should not have 
been able to purchase his freedom at an earlier period, 

!and 12th mo. First-day. Was truly a high day. The chapel was 
crowded with freed slaves froni the neighbouring farms and with 
Hottentot■: together they amounted to about five hundred. A 
prayer-meeting was held early in the morning, in which the language 
of thanksgiving was poured forth by one lately in bondage, and 
appropriate hymns were sung by the congregation. Early in the 
forenoon, schools were held: that for adults was superintended by 
Edward and Jane Williams; that for adolescents, by William Kelly; 
and that for the infants, by Eliz. Read, After the schools closed, 
public worship began. W. Kelly interpreted what I had to express 
on this memorable occasion. I had to magnify the Divine Majesty 
of God, who by bis own power had brought to pass that of which we 
were now witnesses-the freedom of the oppressed ; and I had to 
exhort the liberated to seek deliverance from the worst of all bondage 
-slavery to sio--through submission to the grace of God, freely 
offered to all mankind in Jesus CbJti~t•by ~, 6l!! much other 
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couneel wu added. The aeltoola were agaia held in the after
noon, and &here wu another meeting in the evening, ia whiclt 
my dear tompanion was largely engaged in teatimony to u.e 
grace of God. I aJao had 110me 1ervice in eouuel and exhorta
tion. The congregation appeared much united in heart in praising 
the Lord for hie goodness and laia wonderful works to &be childrea 
of men. To be thoa in contact at 1hia memorable period with• 
many o( 1hoae wboee freedom baa been 10 long the aabjeet of the 
peraeveriog laboun of 1118111 of our dear friends, and Gthera of the 
excellenl of the earth, I felt to be an unapealcabl .. privilege. The 
labourers in this caa1e were aot forgotten in the prayen of tae 
people; several of whom are pious members of a Christian cbarch. 
Some of them had 001De, as they do at otber iimes as oftea u 
circumstances will admit, a diatance of thirty to ifty miles. 

Srd 12th mo. Finding that most of the people were liblJ to 
remain over the day at the inatitution, ancl . ihat a 1emperance 
tea-meeting was to be held, we ventlll'ed to supply tea and ftoar 
out of our stores, knowing that we could repleaiah them a& 
Port Elizabeth, and believing that oar dear friends would a« 
think the funds of the society misapplied bJ thia diatribatioa. 
The middle of the day was occupied in viaiung cottages; 
many of which were neat and clean ; white witbin and ,,.itlaout.: 
several are diYided into two rooms, and have fuanel-chimneya. to 
allow the escape of the smoke of their little wood fires. Fires are 
oft.en made in the middle of the floors of Hottentot&' huta. and the 
smuke escapes by the door, or any hole it CIK1 find in the thatch. 
The number of dwellinga is considerable,and several couagea of neat. 
construction are in progress. Before the arrival of E. ancl J. Will~ 
the station was nearly forsaken, in consequence of discard aaeog the 
people, and between some of them and the missiODary, Thoae who 
remained on the place were the chief occasion of this lamentable 
state of things, aod most of those who left were living in the bulb. 
Concord has, however, been happily restored, and theatation ia becomiag 
thickly peopled. It is well situated on a little bflshy flat, on the 
Camtoos riYer, capable in common seasona of irrigation and of cul
tivation to a c0D11iderable extent. The long drought hu, however, 
this season left many of the families nearly in a state of st.nrtttioo. 
Some of the aged are dependent upon the mi.sionary family fw 
daily food, and are chiefly supported by rice; and the amaU sal•ies 
of the missionaries are very inadequate to thia killd ef relief. The 
country surrounding Hankey is kuroo: the appearance of dae brown, 
bushy hills of which is very dreary. Small patches of laud, (erfs,) 
are sold at this station, to such Hottentot, aa chooee to pusch.
them, for their own freeholds: the rest of the laad ia held, 
in common for their use, the whole having beea purclalle9 by 
a subscription among themselvea, to about one-third of its coat, the 
remainder being advanced by the Mi!!!t~~~r£~y:. Raio baa 
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fallen at intervals daring the last three daya, aad has refreshed the 
parched gardens, the upper water-ditch of which had for some time 
been dry. The Hottentot& hat'e cut about six miles of water-aluita, 
or ditches, for irrigation, and have cleared a considerable quantity of 
land. E. Williams says, few of them exhibit a Jack of industry, 
when they have proper motives set before them, and are supplied 
with 511flicient food; but generally their diet i1 so low aa to keep 
them low in physical power, and of course indi1posed for bard labour. 
Many of them have of lat~ been under the neceuity of leaving their 
gardens to work for the boort ia the vicinity, in order to obtain 
aaatenanre. Some of the cottages here would rival thoae of 
English peasantry in cleanlinees aud order, but this is the reault o( 
E. and J. Williama's &11id11ity, the former of whom visits them in
dividually every week, and notices what it u it ought to be in them 
with approbation, aod the latter, now accompanied by her vititor, 
Elizabeth Read, another day, with tracts and counsel .. We found 
moet of these little dwellings crowded with visitors, but ■tripped of 
their tables, which had been borrowed for the tea-meeting : they 
were placed in a line down the centre of the neat but simply plain 
chapel, with three roWII of aeats facing them on each aide. At the 
time appointed for the mMting, notice wu given by atriking a sus
pended wheel-tire, that supplies the place of a bell, which baa been 
broken. The men aaaembled on one aide of the chapel, and the 
women on the other, according to their common mode of titling. 
Tea and cakes were dealt ont by some of the females, and handed to 
the company on each aide, by thole of their owo ex : some of them 
would not have done dis~it, either in appearuce or dexterity, in 
the capacity of attendanta upon an English gentleman'■ family. The 
men all wore jackets and trow1era, and the women gown• : the latter 
had bandltercbiefa tied round their beads in a sort of turban-atyle
the common head-dreu of coloured females in tbia colony. All were 
remarkably clean. They conducted themselves with sober cbeerful
nea, and looked full of interest. After the tablea were cleared, and 
tbanbgiving bad been devoutly expreued by Edward Williams, be 
addressed the compmy briefly, on the great object of the meeting. 
It wu my privile8" to follow him in recommending total abatinenoe 
from intoxicating liquors. Several Hottentota and &eed alavea then 
addressed the meeting, which afterwards adjourned for a abort in
tenal ot milking-time. On reauembling, G. W, Walker ■poke at 
aome length, and wu followed by aeveral Hottentota and freed 
alavea, and l•tly by William Kelly. At half-put ten o'clock E. 
Williama suggested that it would be UDSeUODable to continue cbe 
JQening longer : be tberarore opened the IK>ok for aignaturee, which 
nceived one huadntd and sixty fresh namea, and the company 
aepuated, after a abort prayer and hymn, according to their custom. 
As neither G. W. Walker Aor myself bad hitherto 1igned a total 
allstin:ence dN:lar.ation, we ~dded our ~ to •~t seventy, who 
bad 11gned on former 00(" .. ons. A canteeif....~eaed, some yeara 
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ago, on the opposite bank or the Camtoos River, and subsequently 
abandoned for want or custom. It i1 now in mins ! A sweet eene 
of Divine overshadowing was mercifully granted in this meeting, for 
the promotion of total abstinence from the bane of the Hottentot 
race, and that which is baneful to all other races of human beings. 

4th 12th mo. Platje Scheeper, whom we had hired near 
Pacaltadorp, to lead our bullocks, and who has gi•en us great satis
faction, not knowing the way further, we engaged Hobul Matroe11, 
another Hottentot, and a member of the Hankey church, to fill the 
same office ; we also took some preliminary atepa with a view to 
changing our attendant, John Porter, who is not efficient in his sution. 
Since the slaves in the interior of this colony became apprentices. 
their treatment is said to have been generally improved. Many cl 
them have acquired R little property : some have from two to six 
cows, and five to ten oxen, &c. &c. Many of them are likely to re
main with their old masters, to which they have been strongly 
advised by mi1111ionaries and others. Some of the freed apprentiees 
from near a place called Kruis Fontein, came this morning to gi.c 
information of an outrage committed upon one of their follows for 
wishing to come to Hankey on First-day, in order to be present at a 
aeason of thanksgiving for their deliverance from bondage. lo the 
afternoon the poor man, whoae name is Jacob, arrived at the station 
himself. 

The account be gave of the affair waa, that himself and fello•
apprentices had lived on good terms with their master ; who had 
called them together and told them, that they were now free, and 
could do as they pleued in regard to remaining in his 1e"ice, which 
he wished them to do, and to do which they signified their intention: 
he said, moreover, that he did not blame the Queen, the Go•emment, 
the London Mi1111ionary Society, nor the Doctor, (Doctor Philip,) for 
their liberation, that it was the work of God. But when one of them 
asked leave to come to Hankey to apend First-day, he received no 
answer: othera then accompanied this man and signified their 
intention of spending First-day at Hankey. At this their master 
was evidently angry, said it was false, that there was to be any as
sembly there for thanksgiving, and that if they went, they should 
not set foot on hia premise■ again. 

The men were determined to go ; but as they had been allowed 
to plant Indian corn, they concluded it neceuary for one of their 
number to remain, to take care of their gardens. .Jacob wu fised 
upon, and his fellowa aet out: at this their muter•sson, step-son, and 
two sons-in-law were very angry. The old man acbieed Jacob to go 
to his but till their anger wu over, and he did so; bat they came 
and dragged him out, and three of them held him, while the foart.b 
beat him severely with an ocbter " sambok," i. e. a whip of hippopo
tamus' hide, l1led for driving the after bulloclgJ~of a ~ : of the 
small end ofthia Jacob laid hold and twined<i~'itc\ijathud, but the 
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party 111ing it p11lled it away, putting his foot apon the man. The 
muter's aon said, if they did not desist the man would be killed. The 
person who tlogged him said afterwards, that he knew he had over-
1tepped the law, but the m!ll1 might proceed against him, for he had 
plenty of money to pay with. Ja.cob's wifo ( whose freedum he had 
purchased with that of his children while himself remained a slave) 
was terrified, and rao off toward Hankey; but her hu,band sent c.me 
of the l'hildren to recall her, and to say that he would go with her ; 
but he was so much injured as to be three days on the journey
little more than twenty miles. Another of the men not having goue 
offthe premises, witnessed the outrage, and a woman who looked OIJ 
•u thrown down and beaten for 10 doing. Jacob had many brui@ea 
on bia head, hands, and back: the skin had been broken in variou1 
places. and he had received one serious cut. 'fhe man who had 
committed this outrage is said to have been guilty of several 
others. 

We concluded to take Jarob with us, in order to afford op
portunity for one of the diatrict 1urgeons to examine his wounds. 
There are about fifty-two members of the church at Hankey, and 
two hundred and thirty total abstinence membera. The population 
-0f the station varies from live to six hundred. The estate comprises 
about 1500 acres, about five hundred of which may be capable of 
nlt.ivation. Two water-couraes for irrigation are completed.: 
three others are in progress, making together a length of aboqt 
·six miles. 

The number of children attending the schools varies from seventy 
•to one hundred and twenty, and of infants from aixty to eighty : here, 
aa at other stations of the London Missionary Society, they are 
taught English. The children in these schools are variously circum
ltanced in regard to clothing; some wearing comfortable cotton 
garments, and others sheep-skins loosely fastened about their 
shoulders. Many of them are so poor as to subsist chicffy on wild 
roo11; and in these cases, the faculties are not so lively as among 
those who are better fed. 

Departure from Hankey . 
.Sth Jjth mo. We had 11orue interesting conversation with EJwar.d 

-and Jane WilliarDII; who are pious young persons, natives of Wales, 
and w.ell adapted for tbe work in which tliey are engaged. The 
viewa of the Gospel ootertained by Friends, and particularly the 
perceptible guidance of the Holy Spirit were discussed : the latter, 
they said, they l'ould so eaaily trace in their own experience as 
nadily to admit the importance of following the divine Jeadinga 
with a 1ingle eye, and that they believed loss was sustained by 
those who sought to direct their own courae, only looking. to God 
tbr a ble111ing. 

Toqrd• noon we reaumed our journey, having now in company 
our old servants. E. and J. Williama, oE•jz~CW~ Kelly, a!¥1 

G 
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a large number of Hottentot& accompanied us about a mile. 
'fhe form of our waggon, which might ban aened for a hearse, 
with the 11low and solemn pace of the proceuion, reminded me of a 
funeral, and probably to most, it would be a final parting on earth. 

We were obliged to take a road over the hills, io consequence of 
the punt over the Camt0011 River being out of repair. A journey oC 
about six hours brought us to a considerable stream, (the first water 
on the road,) at which we outspanned. The pools aboi.lf!ded with 
nymphma crerulea, and villarsia indica. A large whit~ftowered 
11potted-leaved sansiviera, and a white, fragrant-flowered plant, like 
colchicum, abounded among the bushes by the road-side. We paued 
through a wood, in which there were 11ome paruitical orchidi&!, and 
an arboreous euphorbia; a vine with heart-shaped leaves wu climb
ing among the trees ; its branches are very useful instead o( 
cordage, &c. it is colonially named babean-tow, i. e. baboon-rope. 
A handsome pink brunswigia was in flower on some dry hills. 

6th 1 !th mo. The pasturage at Hankey was dried up ; ud 
during our short stay there, the bollocks became very poor from 
browsing on the bushes. Last night they bad plenty of good grm 
and we1·e left loose, according to our general practice. Both they and 
the horses were safe, notwithstanding a leopard ( called in the colony 
a tiger) was heard prowling around in the night among the bushel. 
It seemed to have a design upon the hones, but they kept nearer the 
waggon than it dared to approach. The people, who were sleeping Oil 

the ground by a small fire, did not appear at all afraid : they said it 
would not come near them, nor yet the bullocks ; being unable to 
contend against their horns. 

These beasts attack ralves, and smaller animals ; but are unwilling 
to contend with large ones, or with a man, except when put upoa 
making a defence. 

7th 12th mo. 'Being a little in advance of the waggoo this 
morning, I came upon a troop of large mookey11, which had probably 
been feeding upon the fruit of one of the larger species of mesem
bryanthemum, which is among their favourite food, and is not un
palatable to man. These animals were going on all fours: they 
made off into a wood on my approach. The country here is lime,. 
stone hills, grassy and beautifully varied with woody valleys. Tbt 
road, in desrending to Van Staden's River, is so bad as to render it 

• necessary to hold np a laden waggon by means of reins. We pu,ed 
some Fingoes on the way. One of the women had brass ornaments 
attached to her skin-petticoat; and one arm wu half covered with 
stout brass rings; which 11re put on so hot as to blister, and make 
the arm very sore for a time. In civilized or savage life, " pride is 
painful." The ford across Van Staden's River was deep, sou to 
require much of the luggage to be raiaed from be floor of the 
waggon, and the water was salt, the mouth ofi:He(ijt~ being choked 
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with sand. Here four waggona passed us. Some of the parties ac
~mpanying them accepted tracts gratefully. Toward evening we 
came upon a poor moory country, and outspanned in the rain, near 
the dwelling of Philip Frost, a brickmaker from Norfolk, by whom 
we were kindly entertained; and supplied with butter, milk, and 
other provisions at a reasonable rate. 

Visit at Bethel1dorp, and Port Elizabeth in .Algoa Bay. 

8th Uth mo. We continued our journey over a poor moory coun
try to Betheladorp. Thi11 tract nevertheless supports considerable 
herds of oxen, and some sheep and goats, for which, it is said also to 
be favourable. The grass is chieBy sour, and the cattle have a strong 
inclination for correctives. Sometimes they are said to eat the brush 
of each other's tails. We passed two bullocks that were contending 
with two dogs for the bones of a dead horse : one of the former had 
the bladebone in his mouth. It is quite common for csttle to stand 
chewing bones in the kraals or folds. We reached Bethelsdorp in 
the afternoon, and met a kind rereption from James and Sarah 
Kitchingman and his wife, the missionary of the London Missionary 
Society, as well as from their family, and Thomas Merrington, a 
young man from Cape Town, who has charge of the school for boys 
and girls; and from Daniel Lindley, an American missionary, who 
as well as his wife and family are temporary sojourners here. 
Bethelsdorp hu a very village-like appearance: it consists of a 
square of whitewashed stone houses with red tiles, and several other 
houses and cottages, arranged as little streets: many of the latter 
belong to Hottentots. The houses of the square belong to mis
sionaries, or to the soriety, and include school-houses and the chapel. 
The station is, however, far from au improving one. The country 
has long suffered severely from droughts, many of the people have 
in consequence found it difficult to obtain a subsistence, and some 
of them have wanted even the common necessaries of life. Many 
of them have removed to the Kat River, where, by a judicious ar
rangement of the Government, they are made independent posse11sora 
of small erfs, or pieces of land, by which they are stimulated to greater 
exertion than when living in communities, in which there is a great 
difficulty in keeping up such a civil discipline as shall prevent some 
from infringing upon the privileges of others: thus here the oxen of 
the careless will stray upon the gardens of the more industrious, and 
commit injuries paralyzing to exertion. The parties to whom such 
cattle belong, will be sentenced by the Field-comet to pay a fine, • 
which, if paid, would still leave the garden in a disheartening state ; 
but such fines are said often not to be paid, and thus the whole 
community sustains injury, not merely of a temporal character; for 
these things occasion heart-burnings, which injure piety. Places of 
wol'llhip have also been opened by the Londpn Miuionary Society 
at Port Elizabeth, distant nine milff1,gitandv 'atC@'~fibage, twelve 



miles: and in comequence the Hottentots who work or ·reside at 
these places clo not now-congregate at Bethelsdorp, as formerly, OD 

the First-day of the week. 
Soon after our arrival Jacob was sent off to Uitenhage, with a letter 

to Doctor Fairbridge, the district surgeon: the injury the man had 
received was such as rendered him unable to bear the shaking of the 
waggon; but he managed to travel on horseback, at a slow pace. 
We were present at the ·evening devotion of the Hottentot.a which 
waa conducted with a considerable degree of solemniry. . 

• 9th J 2th mo. First-day. In the afternoon, as well as previoos to the 
forenoon worship, schools were held for adults, for children, and for 
infants. The adult-school being conducted by Hottentots in 
Dutch I that for children by T. Merrington in English, and that for 
infants by S. Kitchingman, junior, in the same language: her pupils 
are upward of ninety in number. Several others of the fiunily of 
J. and S. Kitchingman, also assist in the schools. In the evening an 
opportunity was afforded us to address the Hottelltots. My dear 
companion began by telling them, that he did not sufficiently under~ 
stand Dutch to know what had been said to them on the subject of 
Gospel Light in the morning; but that he believed it his duty to 
make some comments on the passage that hnd been quoted; vis; 
., This is the condemnation, that light is come into the world and 
men loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil." 
He then proceeded to show, from a variety of scripture passage-, 
compared with individual experience, what the practical operation of 
the light is. Subsequently I made some addition, showing that light 
was an attribute of the Deity, referring to the Father, to the Son, and 
to the Spirit, and to every thing belonging to God ; and that the 
people who served him were lights in the world ; but that there 
wns in scripture a pre-eminently practical application of the term 
11 Lightt referring to the visitation, and indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit, given through the mPdiation of Christ: that thoee who 
believed in Christ, the light of the world, should not walk in darkness, 
but should have the light of life ; and that those who walked in the 
light should become children of light, while those who neglected to 
walk while they had light, should have it remain but a little white 
with them-that it should pass from them, with the time given 
them in this world, even if it was nol preTiously withdrawn, and 
they left in a state of darkness. J. Kitchingman was our interprettt 
and I believe he rejoiced in the practical illustration of the subjett ; 
for, he afterwards prayed, that the doctrines they had heard might 
be sealed upon their minds and bring forth fruit to the glory of God, 
A precious sense of solemnity prevailed. 

10th ~2th mo. Accompanied by Daniel Lindley, we rode to 
Port Elizabeth ; celled on a blacksmith a rJ'}._ous rrifln, formerly 
connected with the Madagascar Mrss1l5f1~Yh,~gt!t' 16'r horses ,hod ; 
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their hoofs being too much worn by the hard roads we have 
lately traversed : we also purchased some stores of a consci
entious tradesman named Kemp; who kept a store at Bethelsdorp, 
before Port Elizaheth became a plac·e of much note. Port 
Elizabeth is much like a small English sea-port town; the 
houses of stone or brick, red-tiled, and of English structure : 
it is said to have been chiefly raised by the sale of strong drink I 
and at its canteen-doors, groups of drunken Hottentot& and 
persons of other nations are constantly to be seen. 0 when will 
our Government cease to countenance this cursed traffic, by which 
eo many of its subjects are ruined temporally and eternally l Surely 
an appalling incubus of sin rests upon it, in thus acting as the 
arch-agent of Satan, and in this respect as the enemy of God and 
man ! The London Missionary Society have a chapel and school• 
house here: we made arrangements fur meetings with the English 
on 4th day evening, the Uutch on 5th, and for one on temperance 
on 6th. In the evening we returned to Bethelsdorp: the country 
between this place snd Port Elizaheth is poor, stony, and bushy, 
abounding with aloes; which the Bethelsdorp people colleet the 
drug aloes from : they also obtain a considerable measure of their 
support from salt, collected on the bed of a shallow lake, or large 
natural salt-pan, upon their property. Cyrtanthus uniflorus and a 
many-flowered scarlet species are in blossom about Bethelsdorp. 
;Jacob returned from Uitenhage, bringing a letter from Doctor Fair. 
bridge, who says, he considers his case to be one of great severity 
and cruelty, that a preliminary examination has been held upon it. 
by the clerk of the peace, who thinks the assault to have been of IIO 

aggravated a nature that he intends to bring it before the Attorney
general. 

l Ith 12th mo. I had a long conversation with Sarah Kitchingman 
on the trials to which missionaries are subjected, by being frequently 
removed from one place to another, according to human views of 
espediency. Thus when they have laboured patiently upon a place 
for a few years, and have begun to see some fruit, they are often 
-removed to fresh place11, or to those where others have been labour
ing and have dil'<l, or failed in one way or other, They are also 
·subjected to much personal loss by snch removals, and their salaries 
lire so small as to render it clifficuh for them to provide suitably for 
the e<lucation of their families. Those who live in the colony can 
scarcely keep out of debt, even for necessaries ; for at many IU<'h 

stations they are liable to have numerous visitors. They also 
llel'd funds to assist the people under their charge in commencing 
-,uch pursuits as might maintain them. Thus here, they need 
·a stock of shirting, &c. and at Hankey they \Vant a fishing-net, 
10 enable them to fish at the mouth of the Krom River, where 
1.he missionary has purchased some property, fith a v·ew of benefit
,n1g the people whose temporal condition 91hasbYnoffl <::'sufficiently a 
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coll6ideratiou with most missionary societies. The fuods have hem 
looked upon too exclusively for the spread of the Gospel, and the 
necessity of improving the civil state, in order to maintain 1he ground 
gained, has not been sufficiently kept in view. We took tea with 
Daniel Lindley and his wife, who are valuable people: they wm 
fellow-labourers with H. Venables and his wife, whose trial&, arising 
from the emigration of the boors, I formerly noticed from CapeTowu. 
In the evening, a temperance-meeting was held. Many of the 
Hottentots here act on the total abstinence system ; but Olhers 
falling into temptation when they go to the Bay, (Algoa Bay,) are 
overcome. Thus not only some of the men, but some hopeful 
young women have sunk to great degradation. A few instancesof 
reformation have, however, occurred at the Bay; and A. and E. 
Robson have had the satisfaction of witnessing the peaceful 
termination of the lives of a few of these " brands plucked from 
the burning." 

Uth 12th mo. After a busy forenoon, in which I repacked the 
tracts in our waggon, with a fresh supply forwarded to us at Port 
Elizabeth, we returned thither, and had a meeting in the Union 
Chapel of the London Missionary Society, at which there were 
about two hundred English present. My dear companion was not 
well, and was silent. l had to declare largely the goodness aod 
mercy of God to the penitent, and also his indignation against im
penitent sinners, and to point out many of the snares of Satan laid 
in the love of the world, and its gratifications, and glossed over by a 
profession of religion without the power; and also to show that the 
power of Jesu11 " to make a dying bed soft as downy pillows arc" 
could only be witnessed by his true, self-denying and believing 
.disciples. I Willi also engaged in vocal prayer for the people; but 
to my own mind, the Divine Power did not seem to be in dominion 
<luring a great part of the meeting, notwithstanding several pious 
people were present. 

13th 12th mo. Accompanied by A. Robson, we called on Doctor 
Chambers, a pious medical man from India, Doctor Minto, a pious 
resident in the place, John Davies, a Wesleyan missionary returning 
to England, on account of his ~ife's ill health, Francis Owen, a pious 
episcopal minister, formerly a missionary in Dingaan's country, and 
a few other persons. We also waited on the chief magistrate, J. W. 
Devilliers, who went with us over the prison, which is a very insuffi
cient place, with only two or three cells; so that persons sentenced 
to solitary confinement are sometimes crowded a dozen together! 
Most of the prisoners are commitLed for drunkenness. The magi., 
trate said, that the canteens are a decided expense to the Govern
ment far beyond the revenue derived from them; and that while 
th~y were closed, during the Caffre war, the prison-doors stood open. 
W 1th such evidence a, i1 now befo1ie9;,~Jl~y iwhli~gbu the subject, 



55 

and the ract, thal the canteens are scarcely in any in■tances inns; 
but merely places for the sale of strong drink, the supineness and 
iniquity of the Government in licensing them is truly lamentable. 
Doctor Minto tells us that he was at the temperance-meeting in Cape 
Town, at which we were present seven years ago, and that he then 
got a portion of the tracts with which our friends in England had 
furnished us : these he took to Calcutta, where none before had 
arrived. There he found one person prepared to unite with him 
in promoting the ca1;1se : several others soon joined them, and now 
active temperance societies exist in various parts of India. Thus 
our friends became instrumental in introducing this important sub
ject to notice in India; and we also, unwittingly, were made a link in 
that providential chain of rircumstances, which is fettering the power 
of intemperance in that populous part of the British empire. We 
had no recollection of even having seen such a per11on as Doctor 
Minto, who is a pleasant, pious man : but such circumstances en
courage the hope, that our labour is not altogether in vain in the 
Lord, while they show evidently that to Him alone the glory 
belongeth. In the evening we addressed a temperance-meeting of 
Hottentots, Bechuanas, Fingoes, and other coloured people, at which 
Adam Robson interpreted : seventeen additional signatures were 
obtained to the total abstinence declaration, making, inclusi,e of 
thirty Europeans, one hundred and forty-nine members. The 
names are read over at every meeting, and defaulters expunged : the 
number hitherto has been extremely small. l omitted to notice, when 
mentioning the prison, that in an 11djacent building an ironed-gang 
of about thirty-two colonial convicts, who work upon the roads, is 
lodged. The crimes of which they have been found guilty are chiefly 
traceable to strong drink, and among this class is a late case of 
murder. The prison itself i, clean, the inmates are lodged on. 
wooden platforms that are reared against the wall in the day-time. 
No stocks are attached to these. The prisoners sleep side by side, 
but have no separate bedding. 

14th 12th mo. Port l~lizabeth is an inconvenient place for landing 
good11, the anchorage being very open to the sea, and a heavy surf 
breaking on the beach, when there is any considerable wind. In 
conversing with the port-officer, who was expressing his abhorrence 
or the canteen system, notwithstanding he acknowledged to taking a 
glass of spirit-and-water himself daily, he pointed out a certain 
canteen, about the door of which many drunken Hottentots are 
generally to be seen, the keeper of which, he said, came here without 
&sixpence, and had made declaration, a few days ago, that his income 
did not exceed £30 per annum, but he had told my informant that 
he had so prospered, that he hoped to return to his native land in a 
year or two with about £6000. Another canteen-keeper in this 
place acknowledges to have taken 1500 rixdqllars, !!1J,U&l to one 
hundred and twelve pounds ten ahillingi1;2~r'wQ~ lr:fhis comes 
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chiefly out of the pockeu of poor, labouring Hottentots &Dd Fingoes. 
the latter of whom are located in great numbers just out of the 
town, in beehive buts, and are generally industrious aod saving, 
but they are beginning to acquire a taste for intoxicating liquor-. 
In the evening a temperance-meeting was held with the European 
population, Doctor Minto being in the chair: he and G. W. Walker 
and myself were the chief speakers: a considerable intereat waa 
excited. 

15th 12th mo. A public notary came to A. Robson this morning, 
and signed the total abstinence declaration, having first poured into 
the street a recently-purchased supply of spirits and wine; he also 
desired his name to be entered as a candidate for membership in A. 
Robson's church. (Other individuals who were present at the meeting 
on the 14th, are said to have been deeply impressed, and two extensive 
dealers to have abandoned the traffic.) We walked with A. Robson 
and Thomas Parker, a pious man from Graham's Town, to a piece 
of land appropriated by the Government for the accommodation of 
such coloured persons as attend the Independent chapel, and are 
under the care of the London Missionary Society. Hottentota, 
Caffres, Fingoes and persons lately liberated frorri sl&'f'ery are 
located upon it. Several of the first are pio118 people, and mem
bers of the church. 

The house» are all of rude and temporary structure : those 
of the Caffres and Fingoes are bee-hive huts of &ticks and rough 
grass. 

A white brick-maker near them, li11in1t on government grou11d 
requested A. Robson to forbid their using the water of an adjacent 
well to wash with, with whirh he did not scruple to moisten his o,vn 
clay. Thus are many persons disposed to overlook the rights of 
other,, while they do not forget their own interests, and this seerus 
especially a dispoaition liable lo be shown toward the degradod 
aborigines of a colonized country. We had the company of the 
pious wife of Doctor Chalmers at tea, at A. Robson's, this evening. 
E. Robaon was the widow of a valuable missionary named Wil
liams: her two sons, who are hopeful young men, live with her 
and J1er present husband, and take an interest in the Sabbath 
echools, &c. 

16th 12th mo. First-day. G. W. Walker, accompanied Adam Rob
son to the gaol: they had also some religious servire with a lew persons 
meeting in a private house. I went with Joseph Williams (a son of J. 
Robson's wife) and Tho1Das Parker of Graham's town and others 
to a school at a kraal or village of Fingoes, about a mile out of the 
town, whereJ. Williams had also had a school in the forenoon, At 
lour o'clock we had a meeting in the chapel, held according to the 
manner o~ Friends throughout. 'J'.he privile_g~ ~as also granted us 
of addres110g t.he Dut~h and Englisho~o.ugr~~"1 the forenoon; 
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with which, especially the latter, we had favoured opportunities. 
Port Elizabeth contains only about one hundred houses, exclusive 
of the rude buts of Hottentots and Fingoes. A number of persona 
have been gathered to the flock of Christ, from among the careless 
and profligate, with which this little town abounds. 

17th 12th mo. John Owen Smith, from the vicinity ofScarborough, 
called upon us: he is a m1m who acts kindly toward the coloured 
people, assisting them to defend themselves against oppression in 
courts of law, where, without such a friend, they would not be able to 
avail themselves of counsel : he has beeH an extensive dealer in 
spirits, but has a general store. We have since heard that 
he and another individual have given up this demoralizing traffic. 
We called upon George Chick, whom I have before noticed 
as having been connected with the Madagascar mission : he 
bas a pious wife, a native of Petersburgh, who speaks highly 
of our dear Daniel \Vheeler and family. There is also a person 
named Kitching, who was employed in the same mission, residing 
l1ere. In the course of the day we took leave of our friends here, 
and returned to Bethelsdorp, in company with J. Kemp, who with 
his brother is a true friend to the Hottentots, and other coloured 
racea. He was an eye-witness to a case, in which some horses had 
been stolen by Caffers from some boors, and one hundred and forty 
head of cattle were seized in their stead, which the Catfres were pro
mised should be given up, on the horses being returned ; bnt 
of which only thirty were returned, an excuse for not returning the • 
others being made, on account of the backs of the horses having 
been made sore by riding. 

18th I!th mo. In the evening J. Kitchingman kindly promoted 
our having another meeting with the Hottentots, which was 
held to satisfaction, after the manner of Friends. lo the after
noon, the weather having cleared up, I walked to the salt-lake. 
There was but little water in it, and the rain had dissolved most 
of the crystals of salt; which form all over many parts of its bed, 
and especially on little stones, so as to give it the appeal'ance of 
thick boar-frost, and to admit of many tons per annum being swept 
up. It brings but a low price at Port Elizabeth. This, with the cutting 
of wood and the collecting of aloes, forms the principal income of 
the Bethelsdorp Hottentots. One also keeps a shop, and bakes bread 
at the station. Generally speaking the Hottentots are poor 
economists. When they get a little, they live upon it till it is ex
pended, having little thought of provision for the morrow, and often 
making very little serve. They are 111s0 liberal one to another to a 
hurtful degree. When one has food he will divide with others to 
the last, and this encourages idleness and psralyzes industry; for 
the idler ean thus live upon the industrioushand the industrious 
knows that he shall reap but a small por.tion,of h fr~ f his labour. 

H 
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Nevertheless it must be admitted ,hat the Houentot.s are much 
raised above the state in which the missionaries found them. \\'~ 
took tea with Daniel Lindley and his wife, whose company is pleasant 
and instructive. There is much in the mode of conducting missions 
in the American board that is more agreeable to acripture than in 
that of many other societies. The missionaries 1·eceive no stipend•, 
but their current expenses are cheerfully paid ; and they are re
quested not to ab1·idge the1J11elves in necessaries, en in reasonable 
comforts. 

Arrival at Uitedage. 

19th 12th mo. In the afternoon we had some conversation with 
J. Kitchingman, on the state of oppression to which the Hottentet 
nation was formerly subjected, even under the British Government, 
when persons holding official stations had the power of ordering 
them to the performance of various t:ervices, at places in the district 
oflen many miles distant, and on inadequate remunerations, But it 
is not necessary for me to make comments on such subjects, as they 
are already before the public, in the large body of evidence given be
fore the select committee of the House of Commons on the A borigioes.. 
A respectable colonist lately remarked to us, that nearly all the 
Government had done for the Hottentots, (beyond at length protect
ing their liberty,) Wll8 by encouraging the opening of canteens, 
through licensing them, to ensnare and destroy these people! In the 
afternoon, we took leave of Bethelsdorp and its interesting inhabit
ants, and travelled about twelve miles over a poor bushy country, 
interspersed with little salt-flags, or dried-up pools, with maritime 
plants on their margin11, to the Zwart Kops River, which is a small 
stream on a gravelly bed, with large pools at intervals, and willows 
and acacias on its banks. Here our waggon was out.,;panned, the 
place being more convenient for pasturage than the more immediate 
vicinity of Uitenhage, to which G. W. Walker and myself immedi
ately proceeded on horseback, and called on John George Messer, an 
aged missionary of the London Missionary Society, and Alexander 
Smith, the minister of the Dutch church, a native of Scotland, both 
of whom kindly consented to our occupying a portion of the time in 
which they usually preach on First-days. 

20th 12th mo. Wolves, (i. e. hyenas,) and here the strand-wolt 
o spotted species with a dark ground, (h. crocuta,) abound at this 
place: they were growling among thP. bushes around our waggon all 
night. I was awoke by one so dose, that its footsteps were distinctly 
audible, and its foot-prints in the sand were trareaLle within thirty 
yards. The cattle a1al horses which were fastened to the bushes in 
which it was growling, at a much shorter distance, seemed perfectly 
regardless of its presence ; the former, many of which were also 
fastened to the trektow of the wa~~p~~ l}{nt_-oqnietly chewing 
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~heir cud ; neither did t.he dogs bark, nor tbe men, wfto were sleeping 
by the extinguished embers of the fire, awake; so little alarm c.lo 
these beasts of prey occa..,ion. The hyena will 1cklum attack except 
,o aelf-defence,or when he can get horses or cattle to run, he tbe1i 
seizes them behind, being afraid of combat. In the morning w1: 

returned to. the town, and called on the Civil Commis11ioner, A. Van-
1.Lerkeit: we saw also the Clerk of the Peace, and Doctor Fairbridge, 
and dined at a comfortabJe inn, kept by a person named Randal, and 
after aoroe unavoidable detention, set out for Enon on horseback, 
The road laid over a bushy country, thick with aloe, euphorbium, 
acacia, rhus, lycium, &c., and having ouly one house, at a place 
called Sand Fontein, the furthest point to which the Caffres penetrated 
in the l1tst war, distant about six miles from Uitenhage, and a few 
Hotten1011'' huts at a place of Col. Cuiler'11, the Zondag or Sundays 
River, more than twenty miles from the first intervening. Between 
UJese placea there ia now no water, the Conga River being quite dry. 
The tops of the hills in this interval are calcareous, and have thin, 
dry, grassy herbage upon them, interspersed with suffruticose plants, 
"'10ng which species of mesembryanthemum hold a large place . 
.A number of salt-flags are met with in 1he hollows. We have 
leften in our late journeyings been reminded of the expression, "A 
salt land, and not sown,"-for such is the character of most of the 
country between Algoa Bay and this place. The Sundays River ia 
reduced to a few standing pools. Between it and Denon the country 
NI chiefly covered with large bushc:>s. We heard from a person on the 
road, with whom our attendant William Darmont conversed, of traces 
of lions on the way ; and on arriving at the missionary-station after 
dark, learned that a bullock had been killed by lions, at about thirty 
paces from the road, two weeks ago. A lion and lione.ss had since 
beeo shot, •• well as another lion : but another and two other 
lionessea with their cubs had since been seen in the neighbourhood. 
We, however, neither saw nor heard them; but by the protecting 
~re of our Heavenly Father were brought in safety to Enon, where 
we met a Christian welcome from Adam and Magdalene Halter, and 
William and Sophia Stolz, the resident Moravian missionaries. 

21st 12th mo. 'Was spent very pleasantly with A. and M. Halrer, 
and W. and S. Stoltz, in whose company we felt much of the cement
ing inftuence of our Heavenly Father's love. There is the like 
1implicity of Christian character with what we have found at other 
Moravian institution,. The women appear to fulfil the apostolic 
injunction," Let the women rule their ownhouseswell,"&c., and the 
men teach the schools, preach, superinrend the waggon-making, cut
lery, &c. The long drought ha, dried up the Wit River, on which 
the station ia situated, to a single pool, and a few wells that have 
recently been sunk in its bed, to obtain a supply of drinking-water. 
Yellow-wood trees, probably one hundred year•~old, a e dead on the 
margin of the dry watercourse. Garden,1,and, gr!~ ral crops are 
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~tirely perishe<l, and the " whole land languisheth." All the horses 
except two are dead from "the sickness.'' The Hottentots, except 
about one hundred, 'have gone to other stations or into other service 
to obtain sustenance : those who remain subsist on a little milk, and 
seek comfort from on high. A. Halter says, he does not know how
they live, except upon a little milk and " the word of God." Many of 
them who remain at the station, under these trying circumstances, are 
persons who have daughters, and are afraid to remo,e them into 
situations, and especially into towns, lest their morals should become 
eorrupted. There are now only about fifteen children in the school 
for adolescents, tbe greater portion of whom are girls: the attendance 
of the infant-school is larger. A Hottentot woman assists in the 
latter. Most of tlie famity retire to rest for a short time, after their 
noontide dinner. The thermometer to-day was 87° in the !'bade. 
When the greatest heat was past, A. Halter walked with us to the 
top of a neighbouring hill, to show us the surrounding co1111try ; 
w'hich is wild, bushy, and mountainous; but it is said to be produc
tive in more congenial seasons. We were informed that a boor in 
the neighbourhood (the nearest is about nine miles) says, the seasons 
are changed since the Caffres were driven from it, and their httts and 
crops burnt in 1811, by order of the Government. The site of their 
gardens on a neighbouring 'hill was pointed out, also the places where 
lions and elephants were occasionally seen, and where a leopard 
rarried a dog it had killed in the garden, into a high tree by the side 
of the river. An account was also given us of a pious Hottentot 
being delivered from a buffalo that had gored him, by a wild dog 
attacking the buffalo. The man survived the injury about six 
years, but did not recover from it: he bore his afflictions with Chris
tian fortitude, and thus glorified his Lord a~d Master. A. Halter 
retated the intrepid adventure of a missionary named Smidt, who 
was out with some Hottentots near Groeve Kloof destroying trouble
some wolves, (i. e. hyenas,) when a leopard attacked one or the 
Hottentots, and threw him down in such a position that Smidt could 
not shoot it ; he therefore placed his own arm in its mouth, his 
knee on its belly, and held one of its forelegs with one hand till u
sistance arrived and it was shot. We were present at the usul\l 
devotions in the evening, and addressed the Hottentots in English, 
not understanding enough Dutch to speak to them in their own 
language, nor our kind friends sufficient English to intrrpret for us. 
Many of the Hottentots here know enough of English to collect the 
substance of what is spoken. 

22nd 12th mo. Adam Halter mentioned the trials he often had 
to endure, in witnessing girls he had carefully instructed, till four
teen or sixteen years of age, being drawn aside from the paths of 
rectitude on going into towns. Two, he said, were now kept by the 
Aon of a person at Uitenhage, formerly in office under the Govern
ment, the sou being a clrrk in a Govc:rr~rnt~ olfic:g iQ:d paying them 
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He also spoke of a case in which some officers inveigled one from 
another place during the late war, and kept her for some days. The 
derks of the judges when on their circuits often nlso draw the young 
women aside; and many 01hers, who walk wirh high heads and call 
themselves gentlemen. On a certain occasion A. H. and another 
person complained to a magistrate of one of these cases, and the 
magistrate 6ned the young man complained against £1.; apnnishment. 
that rather protected him in his crime than di11couraged it. Per
llOlls of this description are often very ready to complain of the 
Hottentot character, and to pretend disgust at the peculiar smell, 
which is to be perceived from their persons, in common with those 
of many other coloured nations, and which probably arises from defect 
of personal cleanliness, for the same is often offensive in the pri
soners of the Australian colonies, many of whom, like the Hottentots, 
sleep in their clothes, seldom changing them more than once a 
week, and rarely washing themselves. In the case of a servant of a 
medical man of our acquaintance in this colony, this annoyance was 
removed by the party bathing and washing the wearing apparel twice 
a week. It is common for persons to find ground of complaint 
against the character of the Hottentots, who are least disposed to 
try to improve them. A boy died here a few days ago, in conse
quence of the bite of a small species of snake, called in the colony, 
berg-slang, i. e. mountain-snake. The boy was attending cattle at 
a distance from home, and trod upon the snake, being also without 
stocking!! or shoes : be was bitten in the ankle early in the forenoon; 
some time necessarily elnpsed before he could obtain assistance, and 
be died in the evening. A popular superstition in this country places 
the time of death in such cases near to sunset. We took leave of 
Enon and its interesting inhabitants after an early breakfast, and 
returned to Uitenhage by the route which we came : many small 
tortoises were travelling about in sandy and stony places among 
the bushes, and some other small animals occasionally crossed the 
path, among which was one of the antelope tribe, without horns and 
scarcely bigger than a large hare. Four elephants were seen near 
Enon yesterday, and we saw the carcase of a leopard lying at Sand 
Fontein. On this journey our horses were chiefly fed on oats that we 
took from Uitenhage, and they returned very hungry. We are 
obliged to keep them on dry food here, those that browze generally 
taking" the sickness." 

!8rd 12th mo. First-day. We were present in the chapel of the 
London Misi;ionary Society, where usually John Geo. Messer ad
dreues a coloured congregation at ten in the morning. On this 
occasion, as well as in the evening, he omitted this part of his 
service, to afford us the opportunity of delivering our message of 
Cbri1tian love to the people. A few white pe .l\Ons w re present on 
both occasions. In the forenoon we spokeodU> -he H::'English ; in 
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speaking the Dutch, being present, we required an interpreter, Uld 
were ably supplied with one, in a person of colo11r named Corner,• 
natiYe of Demerara, formerly in the employ of the London Misaion
ary Sodety among the Bushmen. The number prNent in the mOl'lling 
might be three hundred, in the evening somewhat more. In the 
afternoon we Yisited the school of the coloured people held in the 
same plllt'e, which is a eimple, red-tiled building, whitewashed io. 
1ide and out, and railed chiefly by the subscriptions of the congrega
tion who assemble in it. We alao visited a school, kept in the 
GoYernment schoolroom, superintended by Alexander Smith, the 
minister of the Dutch church, at which a considerable num~r of 
young persons were present. J. G. Mesaer'a school was chiefty of 
adults: it "81 crowded to ezcess. A. Fingo school is also kept on 
First-day at Uitenhage, and there ia a weekly Government aebooJ, 
free for coloured people, having about one hundred and thirty pupils, 
and an attendance of about eighty, kept by a person named Smith.• 
son-in-law of J. G. Messer, to which a few white peraom are ad
mitted on small payments. We also assembled with A. Smith'• 
English congregation in the afternoon--about two hundred peraons 
present-and reasoned with them "on temperance, righteo11111ess, and 
judgment to come." Two adult coloured women and two children 
were baptized in the forenoon. The women showed considenlble 
emotion, in thus making a public avowal of Christian faith ; but 
there was nothing in the ceremony, or the attendant feeling; to 
make me think the views entertained on thi11 subject by Friends 
erroneous, but contrariwise. It also appeared to me, that the views of 
the baptizing party were not clear, as to the intent of the baptism 
by water, practised by John the Baptist or by the apostles. This 
was specially apparent in regard to the dear children, respecting 
whom it WIIS alluded to as a substitute (or circumcision. 

Departure from Uitenhaoe. 

24th l ~th mo. A young man, son of a manufacturer of pre
serYed meats, in London, came to the waggon u it puaed 
through the town, to ezpresa gratitude for a few tracts left at 
his house on the Krom River ; a similar acknowledgment was made 
by a person named Medlekcmp, from near Hankey, whom we met 
at dinner at A. Smith's. A shopkeeper in the town, who ~Ila the 
tracts of the South African Tract Society, provided us with some 
forage for our horses free of chsrge. We called again at the Court
house on A. Vaoder Reit, the Civil Commissioner, and spoke to tJse 
Clerk of the Peace and some other officers. While we were there, a 
Ho~tentnt was introduced to our notice by Doctor Fairbridge,aa 
humg been a member of a Temperance Society before the war, but 
who returned from the campaign against th~~ CafFr an inveterate 
drunkard. While preparing to lene tbia1;pretlri1Mlg English-looking 
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town of a few streets, crossing at right-angiles. with whitewashecUmild
ings, aml which is well supplied with water froro aa adjacent 1Ul4 
ever-Sowing spriug, the stream from which is ■ufficient for irrigation, 
a heavy rain came on, which aba1ed aooo aftu we left the town-, 
where we had received much kindness. Many persons e:ii:pressed a 
wish that we should remain over the morrow-the day called Cliriat• 
mas,-but as it will be much taken up with what is called "the Sa
crament," and thi11 evening with preparations, and laaving this in 
pr~t, we expressed very fulJy what was on our minds y•mday, 
we fell clear of the people, md therefore determiaed to proceed, a11d 
reached Sand Footeio in the evening. • 

25th l!ilth mo. Proceeded on our journey over an uoiollerestin~ 
bushy country, t.o the Zowlay or Sundays River, cr011ing it furthe.
down than when 011 the w11.y to Eoon, and near two houses. We 
OU1$f>anned not far from one of them, and heard a fiddle and 
the sound of licentious merriment, auch aa is lamentably prevalent 
at .places of refreshment sucb as this, where the money of the thought
less traveller is viciously begwled 011t of his pocket. We met with 
no fresh water during the day. 

26th 12th mo. After the fiddle had ceased in the neighbouring 
public-house, the growling, crying, and laughing of the hyenas began, 
and continued during the night. Buffaloes and the two-horned 
rhinoceros, elephants, &c. atill continue to inhabit the widely-■pread 
bushy country, bordering on the Sundays River. Having replenished 
our water, for carrying which we have convenience for ten gal:lo11s, 
we resumed our journey. For several miles the way was increasi.ngly 
woody, and at length lay through the thick forest, caHed the Addo 
Bush, where several lioos have lately been seen. We, however, 
neither saw them nor the .print.a of their feet, nor any other heasts, 
except a few gris-boks. Among the trees, I 11w one that I took for 
a schotia. The gay crimson Bowered tbeodora was here arboreous: 
its seeds, called borbons, were formerly the food .of the Hottentots. 
From the Addo Bush we emerged upon a more grassy country, as
cending a low hill to the Quagga FI.ta. Here we were pleasantly 
overtaken by Doctor Minto, of Port Elizabe1b1 and his father-in-law, 
a pious man named Nelson, residing in Graham's Town, The traffic 
on this road is considerable: mariy waggons are passing and repus
ing daily. All the goods -consumed in Graham's Town, or tnul&

ported further into the interior, are brought from Port Elizabeth by 
these conveyances, which are alao the principal ones for travelling 
in in Southern Africa. From ten to twenty oxen ere employed at a 
time in drawing them over the roads which are mere tracks. In abort 
journeys people with fresh cattle make thirty miles a day ; in long 
ones, about seventeen is as much as it is easy to accomplish. The 
extensive gras.:sy country called Quagga Flats is now nearly desti
tute of water. Oo applying for this r;,i;:""§,l(iy efgW:1ment for man 
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and beast 11t the only inhabited place we passed, we were told the 
master was from home, and they durst not let us water OUT cawe 
without his leave, but we might take water for our own me; 
we therefore proceeded onward, in hope of finding more, but 
were disappointed, and at length 011tspa11ned where the grau wu 
fresh. 

27th 12th mo. Three and a half hours brought us to Bushmu'1 
River, which is reduced to large pools, some of which are deep. 
Many tortoises were swimming in one of them, or basking in the saa 
on the margin; and quickly plunging into the water on alarm. Two 
large vultures were clearing away the remains of a calf, by the road· 
side. We outspanned at noon on the bank of the river, not far from 
a large farm, and in the afternoon proceeded to Sweet Milk's Foun. 
tain, where there is still a little water. Here is the residence of a 
person named Daniels, one of the greatest proprietors of merioo 
sheep in the colony. We passed a large flock, attended by a CaJl're 
shepherd. Often in the course of yesterday and to-day I hue 
thought or my dear friends, who, I 1mppose, are now holding their 
quarterly meeting at York, with desires for the Divine blessing 
upon them. 

Visit to Graham's Town. 

28th 12th mo, Being remote from bushes likely to shelter noxious 
wild beasts, our cattle have been left loose, the last two nights, in 
order to afford them more time to browze. This morning we pas,ed 
a few houses, called Sidbury; two of them are canteens. It ia a poor
looking place, but the hills around are grassy. As we approached 
Graham's Town, the country beeame more hilly, and was better sup
plied with water. There was also a moderate supply of grass oa 
the hills, which here are of sandstone. On these rocky tops an ar• 
borescent bush, with large oblongly ovate leaves and thistle-like 
flowers, forms a striking object. 

30th 12th mo. First-day. The Wesleyans are an active, useful, 
and prevailing body of Christiana at Graham's Town. In the fore
noon we visited the coloured congregation, 9,hich was numerous, and 
addressed them through the medium of two interpreters. In the 
afternoon we visited the English school, of which Robert Godlootun 
was superintendent, and addressed the children The usual at• 
tendance is about two hundred, but the day being wet it was smaller . 

. 81 st 12th mo. We bad a meeting for public worship, held by spe
cial invitation, in the Wesleyan chapel, which was numerously 
~ttended. A considerable time was spent in silence before I felt at 
liberty to address the company; which at length I did, waminit 
them 11gainst the love of the world an<t~IJ!eJi~J~s :feSatan. After 
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I· sat down they became very restless and many went out. I felt re
strained from either breaking up the meeting, or making any addi
tion, until I had told them that I should have been glad to have 
joined them in prayer, had they kept their minds turned to the Lord; 
but that I could not conscientiously become as mouth for them while 
their attention was so much distracted. On this they became more 
settled, and a measure of solemn feeling returned over the meeting, 
in which I found access to the Throne of Grace on their behalf as 
well as my own. The heat of the weather, an anxiety to be home, in 
order to prepare for another meeting, according to their custom, to 
watch in the new year, and a want of understanding of the use and 
benefit of silence, on devotional occasions, all contributed to this 
disturbini resrlessness. In the course of the day we called on • 
Colonel Hare, the Deputy Lieutenant-Governor, by whom we were 
politely received; and who, as well as his Secretary, whose name is 
Hudson, expressed a readiness to assist us in any way in which we 
might need their help. Several pious persons called on us at W. 
Wright's; among them Richard Gush of Salem, who, though still 
associated with the W esleyans, is in many respects convinced of the 
accordance of the principles of Friends with the Gospel, and is acting 
upon them. 

In the late Caffre war, he objected to take up arms, and also 
to leave his own house and go to Graham's Town for protec
tion, as most of the other inhabirants had done, but which appeared 
to him to imply a want of trust in God, and a leaning rather upon 
human help. On about three hundred Caffres appearing in the 
neighbourhood, he thought it his duty to go to them, notwithstanding 
the dissuasions of his wife and daughrcr, and accompanied by a per
son named B. Woest, and followed at a distance by his son-in-law, 
Philip Amin, and another young man, he went on h.:irseback, having 
first put off his coal, rhat-the Caffres might distinctly see that he was 
unarmed ; anti in further proof of this, on approaching them he and 
his companion held up their hands, and ar about one hundred and fifty 
yards called to them, desiring that if any one among them could speak 
the Dutch language he would come down to them wirh his hands 
also erect. When the Caffres saw that these intrepid men were un
armed, their captain and one of his men came near, R. Gush then 
enquired why the Caffres came to steal the cattle of the Salem people, 
which they had that morning taken away, as they were going out to 
feed, or to burn their village and kill their people, which they had 
threatened to do, Hearing R. Gush speak in the Dutch language, 
they aaid they were not come to hurt the Dutch, but to drive rhe 
English into the sea. R. Gush then told them that he was an Eng
lishman, and that the village before them was English, and enquired 
of the one who spoke Dutch, if he had ever lived in the colony. The 
man replied, he had lived about twelve years near Bathurst. R. Gush 
then said, "Dost thou know any one amon st ht:cfflt.tlers who has 
taken cattle from the Catfres, or done

0
t'fle~b any h'ilm1" The man 
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replied "No."-Then pointing to the Wesleyan Mission-House, R. 
Gush tolc.l him, that five missionaries hac.l gone from that place to 
teach the Caffres, mentioning the names of William Shaw, Stephen 
Kay, Samuel Young, John Ayliff, and Samuel Palmer. The man 
saic.l he knew none but John Aylitf, from which R. Gush inferred be 
belonged to Hinza, among whose people John Ayliff was labouring. 
R. Gush then pointed to the Wesleyan chapel and said," There the 
inhabitants of Salem pray for you, that you may become better men." 
Both the Caffre who spoke Dutch, and his captain stood like men 
ashamed of their conduct; but said it was hunger that drove them 
out to steal. To this R. Gush answered," You cannot be hungry now, 
for you have nearly all our cattle, amounting to about fourteen, in 
the bush, behind you." The man then said they bad no bread, (CaJfre
like, nevea· satisfied.) R. Gush then pointed to the house, at the 
door of which his wife and children were standing, and aaid, " If JOlol 
will send one of your men, my wife will give him some bread and 
tobacco, and I will 11and security for him till he return." The man 
replied, " If you will go yourself and bring it we will go away." R. 
Gush then rode back, and soon returned, bringing two loaves of 
bread, weighing about fifteen pounds, a roll of tobacco of ten pouods, 
and twelve pocket-knives; and told the captain to take some of the 
knives to his chief, and tell him that they were sent by one l\·ho 
could neither steal cattle nor kill his fellow-men ; but who, with his 
fellow-settlers, hac.l always been the best friends of the Caffres; and 
should not cease to pray that God woulil make them better men :
he also expostulated with them, at the same time, on their great 
wickedness. The parties then shook hands and the Caffre, ""eat 
away and were seen no more in the vicinity of Salem, which might 
justly be regarded as given of the Lord into the hand of one who 
dared to trust in Him. Some years previous to this, some Caft'res 
stole R. Gush'11 whole team of bullocks, when he was travelling, and 
his circumstances so adverse that he could not purchase others to 
replace them ; but he would not lodge an information on the cue 
before the authorities, lest any military should be sent after them and 
human blood be spilt. A kind Dutchmam let him have more oxen 
on trust, hoping they might some time be paid for, but knowing aJI 
the circ.-umstance~. Thus R. Gush kept his hands clean of the patrol 
system ; which was one of petty reprisal, utterly repugnant to juatice 
anc.l to the peaceable Fpirit of the Gospel. The Albany settlers 
generally are much chafed at having been idemified with this ,yatem 
in the evidence of the Caffre question ; but it is ques1ionable whether 
more than a very few others could ha\'e been found who would haft 
acted thus, and in a time of trial declined to have availed themselves 
of such a system for the reco\'ery of their property . 

. On re~icwing the expiring year, I have many mercies to record 
wuh _gratuude 10 the gracious Giver of every temporal nod spiritual 
blessing i and I have much cause for deep h.ufl)Hia ion at my own 
want of unreserved ,ubjection to the' 9f6~~~rh'e) f Christ. My 
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prayer is atill for the forgiveness of sin, for Christ's sake, and for 
the help or his grace, to enable me to aurrender myself fully unto 
Him. I daily groan within myself, waiting for the adoption, even 
the redemption of the body. But though this is the case, yet I have, 
notwithstanding, aome sense daily, yea, and little interruption to an 
abiding sense of the Divine Presence. Neverthele11 I feel it to be 
bard to human nature to be fully given up to the dominion of Him 
whose right it is to rule and reign, with absolute sway. 

1st 1st mo. J 889, The forenoon was occupied in writing. In the 
afternoon several persons called upon us at William Wright's, anrl 
some of them remained to tea. In the evening we attended a meet
ing for the promotion of total abstinence from intoxicating liquors. 
Doctor Minto, of Port Elizabeth, was in the chair, and spoke in sup
port of the measure ; but the chief labour on the occasion, rested 
with G. W. Walker and myself. The total abstinence cause has a 
good many supporters here; but there are several leading men among 
the W csleyans, including some of their ministers, who have not joined 
in this view of avoiding those things by which many are offended and 
made weak, and many stumble and fall. 

2nd 1st mo. Made several calls, and took tea with John Lock, a 
missionary of the London Missionary Society stationed here. At 
his house we met another servant of the Society, viz. John Brownlee, 
of BufFalo River, Caffraria, and another friend of the Society. Later 
on in the evening we addressed an assembly in the old Methodist 
chapel, on total abstinence, composed of persons lately slave-appren
tices, Fingoes, Caff'res, and other persona of colour : all of this class 
cannot be assembled till after sunset, on account of the general nature 
of their avocations as servants and labourers, con!cquently such 
meetings are held at a late hour. The introduction of temperance 
principles into Albany has been a great blessing, which is still further 
carried out in thoae of total abstinence. Many of the first settlers 
from Europe perished under the influence of strong drink ; and even 
among the Wesley1ms, several fell into this snare, who once had 
given hopes of piety and usefulness, and died, there is ground to 
fear, without hope. This useful body of Christians is now alive to the 
11l&l'e, aa regards the use of spirituous liquors, and to the importance 
of acting upon the views of their worthy founder upon thi!! subject, 
respecting which he appears to have seen far beyond most of his 
contemporaries; and many of them are zealous in the total ab
atinence cause. 

Srd J at mo. But few in this part of the world are accustomed 
to look at principles abstractly; and especially to consider the peace
able nature of the Gospel in their relation to adjacent unci
vilized nations. We received calls Cmm

00
~ic~~ii. • ah of Salem 

and Thomas Walker, two truly pious men: ilie 'f'ormer very near 
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to Friends in principle and practice, not only in regard to war, 
but also to oaths, dress, and address, spirituality in worship, and 
freedom of Gospel ministry. We took tea with a widow named 
Hockley and her family, belonging to the Independents, and after
wards met a congregation of Hottentot& in the schoolroom of the 
London Missionary Society; their schoolmuter, a pious young man 
named Smith, interpreting. The Hottentots here generally deave 
to the London Missionary Society, and consequently to the Inde
pendents: they are certainly muc.-h degraded in Graham's Town. 
The payment of the Hottentots for labour and errands in spirits, and 
the licensing of canteens, have conspired much with other circum
stances to degrade these people ; and many of those who despise them 
have been accessories to their degradation, either in making pay
inen lS in spirits or in keeping canteens; for such was formerly the 
infatuation of the people respecting the use of spirits, and their 
blindness to the responsibility of those who ministered to the sin of 
drunkenness, that many persons now filling respectable stations in 
civil and religious society formerly kept canteens ! The Hotteotots' 
burial-ground here has more tenants than that for European,, not
withstanding the latter are about twice as numerons. 

4th 1st mo. We breakfasted with William Smith in the commis
sariat department, who with his family resides at a temperanc.-e board
ing-house, kept by Jeremiah Harley, who is also a man of piety. 
Robert Godlonton and some pious women of the respective families 
were also present. I had a little religious service after the reading 
of the scriptures. On a few occ.-asions of this kind, it has been our 
lot to have to set an example of silent waiting upon God, in which 
we have had the reward of peace. The evening was spent with 
Thomas Parker and his wife, in company with Joseph Walker: these 
are pious, open-hearted Wesleyans, in whose company we had muc:b 
comfort. 

5th 1st mo. In company with William Wright, we called upoo 
John Heeviside, the Episcopal clergymen, who is a pious person, 
and upon the newly-arrived Baptist minister, with whom also we 
were agreeably impressed, and upon .John Lock, the Independent 
minister, whom we likewise esteem a pious man: at his house we 
met Joseph Read, (second son of Joseph Read,) of the Kat River, 
who is in town as a witness on behalf of Mecomo, a Caffre chief that 
was charged by a man in the neighbourhood as fiaving in his posaes
sion a stolen horse, alleged to be the property of the prosecutor, who 
was nonsuited on clear evidence. We likewise went to see a soldier 
belonging to the regiment now stationed here, who was brought 
up by a relative, who was a Friend; but whose good counsel he 
~espised, and went into the army, where he has taken to drink
mg. In hia cottage we met Major Armstr0'(_1Q.'}I d the military 
snrgeon, who joined in expostulaiing' 9Wi{t\'Yille poof deluded man, 
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and advising him to abstain entirely from all Intoxicating liquors, 
which he was very reluctant to do, being too abandoned. Subsequently 
he died of delirium tremens, in the military hospital. We then visited 
the gaol, in company with T. Parker. h is a good-looking build
ing externally, but a very insufficient and badly-arranged place within. 
There are several small yards, with brickwalls; some with day-rooms 
attached, and others with cells: they are all much crowded, except one, 
in which a man is confined solitarily. From eight to sixteen persons 
are lodged in each of the eight cells of one yard. A considerable 
number of convicts, worked in irons on the roads, are lodged in this 
prison, two rooms of which are also appropriated as an hospital, 
and persons retained as evidences are also lodged here! Among the 
patients in the hospital is a young man who lost his feet from cold 
in the Sneuw-Berg ; where, having missed his way, he was without 
shelter and nearly without food for twenty-two days. 

The situation of Graham's Town appears to have been injudiciously 
chosen ; but the local Government being placed here, also a consider
able number of military, and several merchants (who trade between 
Port Elizabeth and 1he interior) having taken up their residence io 
the place, it has gained an importance such as its locality could 
not promise. At the present time the supply of water is scanty; 
and at the best there is scarcely a place in the neighbourhood where 
a person can bathe. The town is regularly laid out ; the houses neat 
and white or yellow washed, There are an Episcopalian, a Roman 
Catholic, an Independent, two Methodist, and a Baptist place of 
worahip; and about 4000 inhabitants, almost exclusively English. 
Adjacent to the town are kraals of Fingoes and Hottentota. The 
trade of Graham's Town is much decreased from the late Caffre war 
and the emigration of the neighbouring boors. Cultivation does not 
aucceed in this district. There is not water enough for irrigation, 
and rust destroys the wheat. But some persons are rearing good 
ftocks of sheep, and the stock of horned cattle is large. Before the 
war, the horned cattle of the settlers were numerous; and probably 
the cupidity of the Caffres for this sort of property was one of the 
causes of the war : many others, doubtless, conspired to bring on the 
calamity. 

6th 1st mo. First-day. In the forenoon we joined T. Parker in 
a religious visit to the portion of the prisoners in the gaol who do not 
apeak English, and who are by far the most numerous : an elderly 
devout Wesleyan, Samuel Roberts, visiting at the same time those 
who use our mother-tongue. Wm.Wright also joined us. After a abort 
time spent in silence, we addressed about one hundred and twenty, T. 
Parker interpreting into Dutch. Silence again ensued, but was broken 
by a fine athletic Bechuana, who stood up, confessed his sin, and extended 
an exhortation to bis fellow-prisoners in Dutch, and then in Calfre, 
making frequent allusion to what we bad said o ~- e9wn awful con-
d. . h . d h h D1g1t1r,d by ber th 1uon t rough sm, an to t e ope o sa vat10 set ,ore em, 
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through the mercy of God in Christ Jesus: he addressed them also 
a second time, after I had prayed and we had spent some time again in 
silence under a ,ense of Divine overshadowing. The man's offence 
was sheep-atealing, of whirh he openly acknowledged himself guilty. 
After this we apent some time together in silently waiting upon the 
Lord, under a sense of our own weakness, but not without some feel
ing of the presence of the Comforter. Jn the evening we had a meet
ing in the Wesleyan chapel, which was largely attended, and in which 
I had much to communicate in a meMure of Gospel authority, after 
a considerable time spent in silence, during which also we were fa
voured with much of the feeling oftbe good presence of our God. 

7th 1st mo. Mathew Benjamin Shaw, son of William Shaw, the 
Wesleyan superintendent of this district, and Reuben Aylilf, son of 
John Aylitf, a misionary in Calfraria, end Edmund Riff\ took break
fast with us at William Wright's. It is pleasant to see in Graham's 
Town a number of young men who have been, al leut in some mea
sure, awakened to the importance of heavenly things, and who are 
much to be felt for in the prospect of the temptations that must try 
many of them before they become thoroughly conformed to the mind 
of Christ. In the course of the forenoon I looked into the school of 
the London Missionary Society, which is condurted in English on the 
system of the British and Foreign School Society. It is a promising 
institution, with upwards of one hundred pupils, chiefly coloured per
sona and of Hottentot extraction. We took tea with John Lock, and 
had a public meeting for worship in his chapel. Much important 
counsel was conveyed lo the congregation, and many important 
practical doctrines were enforced upon them ; but it was not a time 
of much sense of the Divine presence prevailing. Richard Gush who 
wns present, returned with us to William Wright'•: he bad come 
from Salem for the purpose of attending the meeting. 

Departure from Graham', Town. 

8th 1st mo. We had an interesting religious opportunity with the 
family of William Wright thi1 morning, as well as a similar one last 
evening, at both o( which R. Gush was also present. After receiving 
many tokens of Christian kindneaa, and making the necessary arran~ 
ments, we again resumed our journey. William Wright accompanied 
us a few miles to the place where we dined at a feeble apring : at his 
particular request we accepted a sovereign towards the printing and 
circulating the tract, entitled Salvation by Jesus Chri11. Heavy 
rain fell in the afternoon, attended by lightning and thunder; this 
made travelling very difficult, and it brought some earth-worms of 
great size out of their holes ; in general appearance they resemble 
the dew-worm of England, but were as thick as a person's finger, and 
one m~asured was 3 feet 8 inches long .. We !!W?M! ed on the top 
of a hdl, near Hermanes Kraal, or Fori 9Br'h~n,"lfo cbbuld not get up 
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a 6r.e till a paper was dipped in oil to set it alight. The sun was 
only just set, when the loud howl of a hyena in a bush close by the 
waggoo warned us to take care of our cattle. Wm. Chalmers, of 
Tyamie, Caffraria, a missionary of the Glasgow Society, outspanned 
close by us, on his way to Graham's Town, 

9th 1st mo, Proceeding on our journey, after having dried many 
things that had become wet by the rain, we soon arrived at Hermane• 
Kraal, or now Fort Brown, where we crossed a drift at the Fi11h River, 
which was rising, and had become too deep to be forded st the usual 
place. The cattle had difficulty in drswing the wag~on up the bank: 
the new ones being unaccustomed to the yoke, stuck fast, where the 
waggoo stood so much over to one side as to require holding up by 
reins on the opposite one, till partially unloaded and removed by 
the more practised bullocks. This little occurrence brought to our 
assistance a young man from the Fort, and thus opened the way for 
leaving a few more tracts, a Dutch New Testament, and a copy of 
the Pilgrim's Progress, in Dutch, \vhich were thankfully received. 

I have often thought that if my dear friends in England were 
to dwell, more than I apprehend is generally the case, under a sP.nse 
of the unspeakable importance of true Christian principle, and 
to watch for opportunities of spreading it and encouraging its 
growth, cherishing the habitual feeling of it.s power in communion 
of soul with the Divine Spirit, they would find numerous op
portunities of promoting the Lord's work, 1,y l'ircula1ing tracts, 
speaking a word in counsel, reproof, or doctrine, as occasion pre
sented; and in thus preaching righteousness, as well as by a cir
cumspect life and conversation, their own souls would receive 
blessing from God. The precept, " Be instant in season, out 
of sea'lon," is of vast importance to ~ observed by the members 
of Christ's church generally, as well by those who are not called 
to congregational ministry, as by those who are; for if our Gospel 
lahoura are only in the seasons specially designed for this work, 
whether of public worship, tract distribnting, or other special oct-a
sioos, but little will be done : and I am greatly mistaken if our 
righteous zeal will not, even out of such seasons, grow into activity, 
if the love of God and sense of his mercy in Christ Jesus dwell in our 
hearts as it ought to dwell. Many of my dear friends I believe feel 
this to be the case, and act accordingly ; but I fear thia ia far from 
being so generally the case, as it ought to be. And sometime& the 
fear of being active beyond the measure of experience and strength 
is suffered wrongly to lull into a state of ease and inactivity, instead 
of driving into closer communion with the source of experience and 
strength for more ample qualifications. The Saviour himself hu de
clared that" out of the abnndance of the heart the mouth speaketh." 
0 that we might have the things that belong to Christ's kingdom 
rightly abounding in our hearts ! then for Zion' sa •h"itc,; should not 
b d ,:, J rusaJ , D.:_CJ!.1f.ed by U l<C< d old our peace, an ,or e em s INU\e we s,,ou not rest, 
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until the righteousness thereof should go forth a, bright.Das, 
and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth. 

Our way now laid for several miles along a narrow, and in aome 
places stony path, through a thick bush of speck-booma,jasmine, aloe, 
euphorbium, &c., &c., emerging now and then in grassy hollows, 
in one of which we outspanned to dine : we rested a second time 
under a cliff of the Great Fish River ; and lastly, after crossing the 
Kunap, which is tributary to the Fish River, but is not now running, 
halted for the night close by a military station, called Toml.insoo'1 
Post, 

10th 1st mo. We started early, left a few tracts with the sergeant 
of the Cape corps at the Post, also a Dutch New Testament and a 
copy of the Huis Moeder; the man (a Hottentot) having a large 
family, and no religious instruction. In the course of the forenoon 
we emerged from the vast bush of the Fish River, and came upoa 
a hilly country, thinly covered with grass, and having remote 
patches of speck-boom, and other bushes. Into an opening of one 
of these one of our bullocks, which showed sickness this morning, 
turned aside and died, while we were outsp1mne<l at noon. Jn re
turning from the place to the waggon, a jackal crossed the path, run
ning along with his head turned towards me, just in the way in which a 
fox is often represented. Gay butterflies are plentiful in this part of 
the country : and there is a parasitical orchideous plant on some of 
the speck-booms. A lemon•leaved loranthus with a profusion of 
orange-blossoms was also growing on some of the bushes. In the 
course of the day we passed a waggon, in which the wife of Dr. 
Minto was travelling with some of her children and a young brother, 
accompanied only by a Hottentot driver and leader, an independent 
mode of proceeding, not uncommon in this land, where the men 
sleep on the ground by the side of the waggon. We outspanoed for 
the night within a few miles of Fort Beaufort. 

11 th l st mo. We reached Fort Beaufort early in the forenoon, and, 
were kindly received by J. J. Smith and family, who are Wesleyans. 
J. J. S. has ch11rge of the commi1&ariat depsrtment here. The bar
rat'ks, a few cottages occupied by officers, soldiers' huts, and a few 
stores (or general shops), constitute the principal buildings. A Wes
leyan chapel is in course of erection; a school-house at present ac
commodates the congregation. No canteens are allowed in the 
place ; but the interdiction of the retailing of spirits is evaded in 
various ways, some of the military officers being themselves free con
sumers, and exercising a very pernicious influence over Macomo, a 
neighbouring Caffre chief, by giving him strong drink, in which they 
appear to take a pleasure. We called on William Staples, whoae 
wife _is 11ister to a Wesleyan catechist in Caffraria, and on Wallace 
Hew1tson, a warm-hearted Irishman, formq;ly with francis Owen of 
the Church Missionary Society ar68Yijf bytnlP~u 's, in Dingaan'l'l 
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~untry, when he waa a witneu of some of the awful conflict& be
tween the boora and the Zulus, and was 10 close upon the field of 
battle at Natal u, with the assistance .of the sieter of F. Owen, to 
have to undertake the offices of humanity toward the wounded, 
among whom were many women and children. On this occuion he 
found a present made him by Richard Dykes Alexander, of Ipswich, 
of a large quantity of diachylon-plaister, of aignal service. W. 
Hewitaon is at present superintending a school at Fort Beaufort, 
under the auspices of the Church Miaaionary Society. J. J. Smith 
and Wallace Hewit,on accompanied us to a place called the Port, 
(i. e. Pasa,) ao opening through the mountains, which here u1ume a 
basaltic character, and there is a great improvement in the soil, Near 
thi1 place we visited the grave of one of the fir■t miuionaries to the 

J;affres, whoee name was William■ {he was the fir■t hu1band of Eliza
beth Robson of Port Elizabeth) and who, though he laboured but a few 
months among them, was inatrumental in bringing 1everal Gonas, 
i. e. of Caff're and Hottentot extraction, to the knowledge of Christ, 
some of whom remain to this day in the neighbouring settlement of 
Blinkwater. 

On arriving at the waggon we found that one of the horses 
bad strayed. Our companions imniediately expressed feara of 
iu having fallen into the hands of the Caff'res, who have lately 
stolen many horaea from the colony ; but it wu recovered in about 
an hour, having been aeeo among the bushes by two Hottentot& who 
were casually passing oo horseback. The man who went after the 
borae not turning up we left a meuage for him and proceeded, J. J. 
Smith returning to Fort Beaufon. In the Port we paced a small 
settlement of Hottents, &c., from Theopolia. Our young oxen not 
drawing steadily, the waggon stuck in ascending at one of the drift.. 
of the Blinkwater, and remained till other oxen were placed in their 
stead. The detention rendered it too late for proceeding further, 
we therefore accepted an invitation from W. Hewitson to accompany 
him in a visit to Macomo, who was residing contiguously, and at 
whose place a considerable number of Caffres were aaaembled to 
celebrate the marriage of one of Macomo's sons. In the minority of 
Saodili, the principal chief of the Gaika Caffres, Maeomo is a aort of 
Regent : he hu here a hut and tent, at the Blinkwater, a little wind
ing river on a rocky bed, margined wi1h willows and other trees. 
The bride of his son was of the Tamboolcie tribe, the chiefs not being 
allowed to marry into their own tribes, or if they do, the sons of au<'h 
wives are not considered the successors to the chieftainship of their 
fatherL Macomo met us, and intrnduce<l us to several of his own 
wives, and to the bride; but as we had no interpreter we could make 
little out in conversation, we understanding but little Dutch, whieh 
some of them speak, and they but little English. It was their milk
ing-time when we passed two of their cattle kraals, at one of whi<'h 
they kindly offered us milk.. The chief and se•eral 1other men wt:re 
seated on the ground near l111 tent. They 11 d<llftlgoues ( or doaJcs) 

K 
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of !'<kin with the hair on, fa11te11ed aroun<l their shoulders : that of the 
chief was leopard, which is seldom worn but by men of rank, and 
is expensive. Prepared Oll.-hides are the ki11d chiefly used : the in
side, which is worn outward, is so worked away as in good karrOSle!I 
to be fibrous, looking much li~e hair, and is coloured almost black, 
with a preparation of which grease is a large constituent. The kar
rosses of the women have a piece attached at the back of the neck, 
of about four inches in width and reaching to the heels, rovered with 
hrass buttons, and they also often wear, suspended from the shoulder 
of the karro1.<s, the shell of a small tortoise. Several of the women 
had, on the present occasion, head-dresses in the form of square bags 
a foot high, standing erect, and transversely covered with small 
white heads, and most of them had numerous rings of thick brass 
wire around their arms. They had much the general aspect of 
some order of nuns ; but the bodies and limbs of both sexes ex
hibited a dressing of red ochre and grease, not thickly smeared on. 
We were regaled with milk, which was brought in a closely woven 
basket. Retnrning to the waggon we were accompanied by two 
Caffres, one of whom was Macomo'a heemraad, who.•e errand was to 
bring back four pocket-handkerchiefs for the wives of the chief and 
his son, and a little toliacco for the chief. They inquired for brandy
"Yn, the Dutch name for brandy, but were informed that we used 
no strong drink, at the same time that its evil consequences were 
also denounced. 

12th I st mo. W. Hewitson return~d to Fort Beaufort. On re
turning from the visit to Macomo last evening, he took a wrong 
place at one of the fords, and went instantly into water so deep as to 
swim his horse. In descending to the same ford this morning, one 
of our fore-wheels stuck against a bank, and the waggoo narl'Owly 
escaped upsetting. By the application of our own men and of the 
two Hottentots who had been at our fire and had received tracta, 
and of two Caffrea to whom we had given a little tobarco, the cum
brous vehicle was lifted so as to clear the place, and to be drawn out 
without further inconvenience. From the unskilful manner in which 
the Caffres applied themselves on this occasion it was evident they 
were not accustomed to labour. Instead of applying their shoulden 
they took hold of the waggon with their hands, as if it were but a light 
box. A ride of a few hours brought us to a conveniEnt place to out
span at noon, close under which a branch of the Kat River ran, in a 
deep hollow, margined with willows, and under an arid hill, with aloe, 
&c. on its side. We found the water very cold in bathing. The waggoo 
with Dr, Minto's wife and family came up before we resumed our jour
ney,and proceeded for Balfour: we took the road hy Fort Armstrong, 
a military post on a little hill, surrounded nearly by a cliff and ri'fer, 
and _went forward to Philipton. On the way we passed several Bats, 
partially cultivated, on which were huts of H tten~o¥j, at which we left 
a few t1acts. A Hottentot farmer, wn'om''We tlfil,. nllh on the road, 
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acrompanied us with much good-will to show us the way, while his 
family followed in a waggon. We met some spans of oxen, one of 
which we afterwards found was intended to have relieved our own ; 
but as we expected William Chambers and J. Kitchingman might be 
behind and in more need of help, we sent them on further; the swell
ing of the Great Fish RiYer by the late rain had, however, rendered 
it impractirable for more persons to follow to the Kat River anniver
sary from the colony. The rountry was in some places bushy and 
dry, the roads hilly and stony, and from the winding of the river 
there weN! numerous drifts to cross, some of which were very awk
ward ones. T1t11 country generally is picturesque: the basaltic 
mountains crested with cliffs, their slopes verdant, their kloofs and 
portions of their sides woody. Many groups of Hottentots were to 
be St"en in various directions, wending their way to Philipton, to be 
there on the morrow, at the seasons of public worshi(>· We were 
met on the road, after sunset, by Joseph Read and Richard Birt, the 
latter of whom with his wife is a temporary sojourner with the Reads, 
to whose hospitable rottage they conducted us, and by whose nu
merous family we were kindly greeted. At the time of our arrival 
most of them were in the chapel, but they had made all needful ar
rangements for our entertainment and the supply of our present wantH. 

Arrival al Philipton, on the Kat Ri,,er. 

13th 1st mo. First-clay.-This morning the Hottentot& assem
bled in great numbers. The chapel was crowded; first, as a school, 
Keeondly, as successive assemblies for worship. While the elder James 
Read preached to them in the forenoon, his son James addressed an 
assembly of Caffres and Fingoes, in a temporary shed of boughs and 
reeds, erected for the accommodation of visitors who may be pre11ent 
at the anniversary of the establishment of the Kat River settlement. 
8chool was again held in the afternoon, and an usembly for wori1bip 
at two o'clock. In the evening another meeting was held, which 
J. Read. jun. addressed in Dutch. This service is us1111lly in Caff,e, 
for the benefit of the Fingoe11 and Gonas: but these having been 
assembled already twice to-day, were not present in any considerable 
number. There was a measure of the feeling of the love of God over 
the assemblies at times to-day ; and it was pleasant to see the air of 
comfort and independence in the Hottentots here, where th~y are 
truly free, and many of them small proprietors of lan<l, an<l are pre
served in sobriety (no house for the sale of strong drink being allowed 
in the settlement) and instructed in the principles of the Gospel ; 
they are evidently rising in the scale of civil and religious society, and 
being located in a country that yields a return for indm1try, many 
of them are encouraged, by temporal blessings; notwithstanding 
there are others who are in great poverty, an<l some whose crops 
have suffered greatly from drought. Se~r l pers ns were at 
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Philipton to-day from Balfour, aad ■ome of the officers from Port 
Armstrong. 

14,th lit mo. The meeting of the Kat River Auxiliary to the 
London Missionary Society was held, the report of which was n:ry 
encouraging. Among the speakers wu Jan Tzatzoe, the Chriatian 
Caff're Chief, who lately visited England, several Hottentota, one of 
whom wu of Bushman extraction, and several English. Could the 
people of Great Britain have seen the effect that has been produced 
here, by the operation of Gospel principle carried out in Christian 
insuuction, and deliverance from oppression, with general education, 
though but of a rudimtmtary kind, they would no doulit have joir.ed 
in the exclamation," What bath God wrought!'' Many ofthP half
naked,degraded Hottentota have been rsiaed to a slute nearly equaJ to 
that of the labouring class in England, and in some respects superior, 
and above that often found in some of the manufacturing distrkt.a: they 
are dressed (at leut on special occuions) like decent plain people of 
tlult class; and in the sixteen schools of the Kat River district, which 
are about half supported by the people themselves and conducted by 
native youths, they have about 1200 scholars, and an attendance of 
about I 000. There were many devotional interlude, in this meeting, 
chiefly by singing o( portions of appropriate hymns, but many by the 
devotional tum which the speeches of those who addressed the 
meeting took, in which, though benefactors were not forgouen, all 
the praise and the glory were given to God. A deep sympathy wu 
exhibited for the neighbouring nations yet sitting in darkness, Caftres, 
Bechuanas, and Bushmen, which at the cloee of the meeting, showed 
it..elf in a tangible form by a collection of upwards of £15. After 
the meeting a large company dined in the shed opposite the chapel. 
The various groups scattered on the grauy slope, on which the village 
is situated, preaented a lively and highly interesting aceae, Moat of the 
people were clad decently in European manufacture; liut here and 
there a little boy wu to be seen in an old soldier's coat, reaching nearly 
to his heels, or one with a karr088 of akin about his ahouldera, which 
wu the sole attire of the Fingoes; and one poor lad had only a piece 
of green baize about his loins. In the evening a teroperaoce meet
ing wa11 held, for the purpose of confirming the Hottentots in their 
resolution to avoid the use of all kinds of strong drink. One of the 
ronditions of the Government, in the title on which they bold their 
l1mds, is that no house for the sale of strong drink be ever erected 
upon them. Few of the Kat River Hottentot, taste intoxicatiRfl 
liquors; yet all of them are not proof against it, when they go into 
other parts of the colony. About six hundred are members of the 
Total Abstinence Soricty. Jamea Read nw the manner in which 
intoxicating liquors ensnared the Hottentots, before coming to the 
Kat . Rive~, and therefore by his own example, as well as by per-
11uas1on, discouraged the use of them ~ntirel Sev~al ~ri;ons ad-
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dreased the meeting, among whom were a number of Hottentota, who 
spoke "ith great force on the comparative state of comfort they were 
no" in, with the state of degradation in which they might reasonably 
have been expected to have been found, had not temperance prin
ciples been promulgated among them. The meeting ended with the 
expression of thank!;giving and praise to God, who had looked down 
upon them with compassion,and aent them the Gospel of his dear Son, 
and who, so far as they have walked in it, has greatly blessed them. 

15th ht mo. The examination of 1he children of the sixteen 
school, commenced. Some of them are a considerable distance from 
Philipcon ; but about eight hundred children were present. Charles 
Lenox Stretch, a pious intelligent man, Government Agent at Tynmie 
Vale in Caffraria, waa in the chair. The various degrees of progresa 
made by the children waa aatiafactory and quite as great as might 
reaaonably be expected. English is taught in all the schools, and the 
masters, who are native youths of the Hottentot race, have in most 
i1111ances attained considerable proficiency in the language and the 
art of teaching. A variety of prizes were awarded, but among them 
we were sorry to see several fancy workbags, needle-books, &c. sent 
from England, no doubt with good intention, but quite unsuit
able for auch a population ; and the good sense of the 1cholar1, 
who were suffered to have some choice, left them to the last. The 
plainest kind of useful clothing would have been much more accept
able, or any other really uaeful articles. The dinner yesterday wu 
provided by the Miuionary Society, and its committee were amoug 
the guests: to-day it waa provided by the !!Choo! committee, who 
with the achoolmastera were at the table. In the evening a Juvenile 
Miaaionary Society was held. Many of the younger u well as of 
the older Hottentot■ addressed the meeting in animated speeche1, in 
Dutch, adverting to the state in whit'h their nation wu found by the 
miaionaries, and that in which they now were, with expressions of 
uiankfulneu to the Most High, and to those whom he had raised 
up as instruments in the work. C. L. Stretch and J. Tzatzoe, 
as well aa several other individuals, also spoke on the occasion : and 
the cause of total abstinence from intoxit'Sting liquors w11 again 
pleaded. Abstinence from tobacco aad snuff' waa also strongly re
c:ommenMd, on the gronnds of health and 1emperance, and of enabling 
persons to spend more money for truly uaeful purposea. A consider
able number of persons signed tbeir names lo an anti-tobacco agree
ment, and several, among whom waa the t'hairman, sent up their 
anuff'boxes and tohaccopipes on a plate to the table, amidst the warm 
congratulations of the company, which became ao animated a■ to be 
dismiSied with difficulty after eleven o'clock at night. 

16th hl mo. Notwithstanding the late hour to which the meeting 
held laat evening, the Hottentots were at th.eir r!!)ler-meeting soon 
after daylight this morning. The ~x'affiinhl n ws resumed 3ftcr 
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breakfast and continued till after noon, when it concluded. A few 
short addresses succePded, after which, under a solemn sense of Di
vine goodness, I engaged vocally in prayer, thanksgiving. and pT'llise, 
snd the meeting separated. In the afternoon the children of Phi
lipton infant school, under the charge of Anna Read, a daughter of 
James and Elizabeth Read, assisted by two Hottenw&. young women, 
were examined, and showed satisfactorily the progress they had made,. 
The people generally returned to their homes. In the evening the 
subject of abstinence from intoxicating liquors, tobacco and snufF 
was again enlarged upon, with a little company assembled in t.he 
chapel; to whom much counsel was given on the importance of 
maintaining steadfastly their resolution, under a sense of depeadeo~ 
upon God, especially in their intercourse wiih the world. 

17th 1st mo. At several of the settlements there are school-boulleS 
fitted up on the plan of the British and Foreign School Society, erected 
by the Hottentots, who also contribute considerably to the support 
of the masters. These school-houses, as well as some other build
ings, in settlements where there are not yet regular school11, are oc
cupied as places of worship, elders of the Kat River church geoerally 
conducting the 11ervices. It is difficult to conceive II feeling mind 
looking upon this l"onntry without emotion, in beholding the hill, 
covered with herds of cattle and the valleys with corn, and contem
plating these as the possession of a people just rescued from 
oppression, robbery, and spoil, but now dwelling in safety and peace; 
while there is a sadness in reflecting that the Bushmen amd Caffres 
were sul"Cessively driven out of it. We took an early diuner at the 
house of a l"olonred Field-cornet, named Pretorius, and called upon 
another named Jacobus Frie, who has a son a schoolmaster, and to 
whose house, at a later period of the day, a delicious repast of 10ur 
milk and boiled mieles, unripe in the car, was sent to meet us on re
turning from a visit to a ravernous cliff, far up in a wood, formerl1 
the resort of Bushmen, 811 is indicated by numerous small blM"k 
figures of men and other animals traced upon the rock, acrordiog to 
the cnstom of these people. Some of the Hottentots who ac
companied us told us that themselves used to bring their own "ives 
and children to this retreat to lodge, when they were apprehensive 
of an attack from the boors about eight years ago-a -period when 
some who envied the Hottentots the liberty which the British 
Government had then recently secured to them, as well as the 
country in which they had been placed, spread reports that they were 
about to make an attack upon the boor11, Rnd also that the boors 
were about to attack them, evidently with an intention of producing 
11 collision between the parties, that should be destructive to the 
liberty and other privileges of the Hottentots. Connected with thia, 
Colonel Somerset was informed that A great movement, supposed to 
he of a hostile nature, had taken pl;icp amon the Hottentols, and he 
sent to enquire into the mattt'r, hut fofln'U00th'a 1 • bf I\ devotional 
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character, nn<I thnt the assembled people, to the amount of two 
hundred, with their pastor, were met around what is termed the 
" Lord's table," to commemorate the last supper of a dying Saviour. 
To calumnies of a character somewhat similar, these people have 
evl!r !lince been exposed ; and some of a most absurd nature are be
lieved and maintained to this day, especially in Albany; such as that 
the Hottentots of the Kat River were the in11tigators of the late 
Calfre war; and that they were in league with the Caffres at that 
period: opinions only to be traced to the irrational fears and cre
dulity of timid anrl unreflecting minds, or to the prejudires of certain 
good people of contracted views, with whom the Hottentot& rarely 
join in religious fellowship. For it was universally known at the time 
of the war, that one of the great causes of irritation with the Caffres 
was their expulsion from the Kat River, and that their earnest wish 
9'88 to rerover it; and the Hottentot& who had been located in the 
district were beginning to prosper in it, and bad every thing to lose. 
As it was, they were great losers by the war,and were thrown much 
back. in their circumstances, by being taken off their lands, and long 
cooped up in the bounds of Fort Armstrong, or impressed into mili
tary service of more active character. But the tongue of slander did 
not cease its insinuations here, even the missionaries, J. and J. Read, 
were accused of treasonable intercourse with the Caffres ! than which 
nothing could be more absurd, or perhaps more cenainly the fruit of 
envy and malice. Some of the parties who spread or believed such 
reports, now say the evidence given before the Committee of the 
House of Commons on the subject was false; but I have not heard 
of any case in which it has been proved so, except where it was 
against the missionaries. And there is now ground to hope that 
the conduct and conversation of these calumniated people will put 
to ahame their adversaries. 

18th 1st mo. Accompanied by James Read, jun. his brother 
.Joseph, and Richard Birt, we rode successively to the settlements or· 
villages of Marsdorp, Balfour, Buxton, and Upshaw, and returned to 
the military post at the Krans, called Fort Armstrong, calling on 
several Hottentot families : some of them have not only neat cot-
1ages, but good gardens, from which the market at Fort Beaufort 
is supplied with vegetables, and potatoes are taken to Graham's 
Town. We looked into two of their school-rooms, but the present is 
the time of their vacation. At Buxton we were refreshed with tea, 
sour milk, and parched cars of green Indian corn, at the house of a 
Field-cornet, who had in custody (assisted by a Caffre constable) 
an old Hottentot and his son, who ha<l been taken in the act of steal
ing ('little from the village, and tnking them toward a district known 
here by the name of the Boor's Country, about twenty miles distant, 
behind the mountains, in the vicinity ofthl' Sneeuw Berg, where there 
is reason to l>E:lieve a horde of Hottentot th,ieves rre re~iding, and 
whose depredations have been cbarge,ht@y ,he::\ie gltl'>ourmg Caffres. 



80 

The boy had been attending the school at Buxton, whither probably 
he had gone more for the purpose of examining for the most 
convenient situation for thieving than for the sake of education. 
When criminals of this class are found out, they often make confes
sion, with a degree of artlessness very unusual in Englishmen. In 
this case, the old man acknowledged the the~, and said that he com
mitted it because he was intending to remove into the district of the 
Orange River, and wanted a few cows lo take with him I Had he 
been prosecuted the horde might probably have been broken up, and 
such as were implicated sent to work upon the road ; but the diffi
culties attending such a process prevented : and the cattle being re
covered, the Field-cornet contented himself with chastising the 
culprit, and letting him go; and so far as I could obsen•e, this 
seemed satisfactory to his neighbours, notwithstanding other cattle 
had been lost from the village, which had probably gone the same 
way. 

Had the man been prosecuted, the Field-cornet must h&Ye made 
three journeys to Graham's Town, where his detention would hBYe 
been uncertain, and during which his own temporal affairs would have 
suffered injnry, while he would have received no adequate compen• 
sation from the public for bis time or trouble. The annual salary of 
a Field-cornet is but £15, so that he cannot be looked upon u much 
more than a constable, though more important duties devolve upon 
him. At Balfour we called on W. J. Thom peon, the minister of the 
national Dutch church, and arranged to meet his congregation on 
first-day. This congregation consists chiefly of the race of people 
called in the colony Bastards. They are descended from Hottentota 
or slave-mothers by Dutch fathers, and arc the offspring of that Jow 
state of morals incident to slavery, and which many, in spite of these 
uneqnivocal evidences to the contrary, assert has not pr~ailed in 
Africa, or only in a very slight degree. Thc11e people came into the 
Kat River settlement with some property, and are generally in 
better circumstances than the Hottentots, upon whom they look down 
with the utmost contempt, as upon an inferior race. The Bastards 
valuing themselves on an imagined superiority of extraction, they 
will scarcely shake hands with a Hottentot, or will only give him a 
finger or two, thus proving the small measure in which civilization or 
Christian principle baa made way in their own minda, or the strength 
of an unreasonable prejndice; such as is the evidence of a defective edu
cation. There are, however, a few exceptions to these remarks amoog 
the Bastards, in persons who also abstain entirely from the use of 
strong drink, which is far from being the case with all. Those who 
continue its nse plead the example of their minister, who, though a 
valuable man, baa not yet adopted total abstinence principles, not· 
withstanding the use of wine is a snare to some who OCCllpy a pro
minent place in his congregation, and who thereby stumble and are 
made weak, and become an offence. At Fort Armstrong we called 
on Captain'! Herbert and Boyce, the fo1;mer□)d&@,fi'cg,\eisa pious man, 
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and on J. Bartholomew, a young man who keeps a ,tore. At Bal
four we called on J. Green, who is similarly engaged, and who has 
married a respectable Hottentot. 

20th 1st mo. First-day. Accompanied by Pict Bruntjies, a Hot
tentot of Philipton, we ro,le about four miles to Balfour, and visited the 
congregation of W.J. Tl1ompson, who, though minister of the Dutch 
church, is a native of Scotland. After his own service was gone 
through, he kindly interpreted for us, while we directed the people 
to the witness of the Holy Spirit against sin in the-secret of their 
own hearts, as the operation of the goodness and mercy of God, sel'k
ing to lead them to repentance and to faith in Christ, in order to their 
receiving remission of sins through Him, and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit to abide with them, and enable them to perfect holiness in 
the fear of the Lord. There are 11ome Fingoes and Mantatees in the 
congregation ; to whom, after those speaking- Dutch had withdrawn, 
W. J. Thompson rehearsed the substanre of what we had expressed, 
through the medium of two interpreters; and subsequently my dPar 
companion was engaged in vocal prayer. At this place a school is 
held at half-past eight, when the people are catechised in the scriptures. 
Their public worship begins at half-past nine. In the afternoon we 
accompanied W. J. Thompson and another person who had also dined 
with him, and whose name is O'Connor, (occupied in the commis
sariat department at Fort Armstrong), to two sabbath-schools, held 
in the houses of members of the church, from one to two miles from 
Balfour, at which little groups of coloured people, including Fingoes, 
of various age11, were teaching one another to read on the plan of 
mutual instruction. To these we addressed a few words of encourage
ment. There are ten schools of this description connected with the 
Durch church in the Kat River district, though but one day-school. 

We had a meeting in the evening at Fort Armstrong, which w111 

principally attended by the military, of whom a small force is sta
tioned here, including a few of the 27th regiment and of the Cape 
<"orps; and there are also a few of the Caff're police. Onr doctrine was 
close and persuasive, mixed withthe denunciations of the Most High 
ogain!lt sin, which here, as well as at similar stations, abounds. 
Military posts are moral pests. I was kindly entertained by Captain 
Charles Herbert and his wife, who are connected with the Wes
leyans, and G. W. Walker by Captain Boyes, at whose houses 
"'·e respectively lodged. The day was intensely hot, but some rain 
fell after sunset: it is greatly wanted. 

21st 1st mo. We called upon some of the officers and purcha1eJ 
three horses-one for £7. l0s. and two for £8 each, intending to 
make our journey into Caff'raria on horseback, for the joint purposes 
of 11aving time and resting our oxen. J. Bar1holomew wen~ back 
with ua to Philipton, On the way we called at the dwelling of 
Martinu.11 Appul, to look at anothe;; 9~[,!~~(b8 i4 1ot find him at 

L 



82 

home: be had gone to trnce some of his horses, 1uppoaed to be stolen 
by the Caff'res. The day was wet. We had some con,·ersatioo "'ith 
James Read on the state of the Hottentots in the colony. As a 
people they are generally poor and improvident. MRDY of those 
who have spent much of their lives in the service of the Governmeot, 
or of the boors or settlers, are unprovided for in sickne11 or old age ; 
they therefore become dependent upon other Hottentots. They are 
kind one to another even to a fault, sharing what they have ooe with 
another, not unfrequently to the encouragement of the idle, aod the 
positive injury of their own families. But as a specimen of the hard
ships to which they are ex.posed in maintaining one another, Philipton 
may be selected. Here there are thirty-two families each possessing an 
erf, a piece of land for a house and garden, and for the growth of Indian 
corn, &c.; and having pasturage upon the common land of the district. 
Of these, three families are extremely poor ; but these thirty-two fa
milies have to support twenty-seven widows, and upwards of forty fa
therless children. The husbands and fathers of many of these foll in a 
Calf re war (ootthe last). Thus the missionary stations of the Moraviana 
and of the London Missiom,ry Society, where the Hottentots chiefty 
re8ort, are crowded with poor, while they have no funds for their re
lief, but such as arise from the mites of the Hottentot congregations 
,•ollectecl at the doors of their chapels. Magistrates in the colony 
have sometimes sent messages to mi~sionaries, requesting them to 
remove indigent Hottcnrots to the missionary stations; and the mis
sionaries knowing these hapless people had no other refuge, have com
plied with the requests. Considering the feeling of the free people 
of Southern Africa towards coloured people, that is not so much to l,e 
wondered at as it is to be lamented. A Hottentot is called by a 
boor a i;chepsel (or creature), or a karel (or fellow), but not regarded 
as a fellow-creature. Slaves belonging to opulent colonists were, a few 
years ago, not unfrcquently left in time of sickness dependeot on the 
support of the coloured people, or any others who had compassion 
upon them; and many instances occurred of slave-holders driving or 
carrying hopeless invalids into the woods to die; a custom still pre
valent among the Caff'res, from whom some of their white neighboun, 
pretending to more civilization and even to Christianity, might seem 
to have borrowed it. The particulars of an instance of the kind 
which have been related to me are as follows :-some years ago, a slave 
named Manisa, wns purchased by---,who was then arbitrary ma
gistrate. At the time she was living at the Long Kloof, where she 
harl a Hottentot husband, from whom llhc was removed, and their 
intercourse for ever forbidden by her new master. This resulted 
in her deviation from the paths of rectitude, from \\ hich she was se
duced by some officers of white complexioo. lo this situation she 
was awakened, through Divine mercy, to a sense of her sin and need 
of a Saviour; and giving satisfaC'tory evideoce of her penitence, she 
~as ad~itted_ a member of the church al Bcthelsdorp. After a 
time, being sick, beyond hope of ~,~08~~~ sent into the 
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woods to die! woods, be it remembered, the haunts of hyenas end 
leopards, and at that period occasionally ot" lions ! Here she was 
supplied with food by some of her fellows, severnl of whom had 
also come under the ioAuencc of the Gospel; and while remaining 
there, she became impressed with the bt>lief that if she used a certain 
shrub as medicine she should recover ; and on doing so she was re
stored. She returned to the service or her har<lhearted me..~ter, end 
remained in bondage till freed by the Emancipation Act, on the I st 
of the 12th mo. last, and is now a member of the congregation of 
J. G. Meiser, at Uitenhage. 

22!1 I st mo. Was chieAy spent in making preparations for our 
Caffrel11nd journey. Macomo the Caffre chiel~ sent a message by 
James Read, jun. stating that he wished to see us, either hl"re or at 
C. L. Stretch's. We preferred meeting him at Block Drift, on ac
count of being able there to converse with him thrc:>ugh the me
dium of an interpreter, which we could not do here. In the course 
of the day I visited two sick people, one of whom was a pious Gona 
C11ffre: he had been suffering from dysentery, (a common and olten 
fatal disease in Africa.) and said he thought he should have died. At 
first he was unea11y in his mind, and disturbed that none of his friends 
came to see him, a variety of circumstances having concurred to keep 
them away at that juncture, but at length he concluded this might 
be in the overruling of the Most High, who designed thereby to 
bring him to depend on Christ alone; and when he looked only to 
Him for consolation hi!' soul was filled with peace, for he felt the 
Lord's presence with him. Some time ago this man went to Babian'11 
River, about sixty miles distant, to cut timber, and found a large 
kraal of Mantatees, or Bechuanas, who go under this name in the 
colony, to whom he spoke on their sinful state, and told them of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and of the salvation that comes by him. He 
left them deeply impressed with these important subjects, and a short 
time after the chief sent to request him to visit them again. He re
turned with one of his Christian friends, and they remained with 
these people a month, teaching the things that belong to life and 
salvation. Thus these poor people are made instrumental in the 
spiritual welfare onr. of another, many of them know much more of 
the Divine Presence dwelling with them than is generally either 
known or believed to be the experience of Chri!ltians, by many high 
professors. These are among the poor of this world rich in faith. 
This man is living in a little mud hut, without a seat in it,except the 
floor, in the centre of which is a little fire of wood, the smoke of 
which ascends through an opening in the thatch: his habitation is, 
however, clean. He has scarcely any clo1hes beyond a pair oftrowsers 
and a jacket of sheep-skin leather, much worn ; but God, who knows 
the heart, has made him instrumental in conveying the glad tidings of 
aalution. The power of religion is striking! ' o ue ·seen in this part 
ef the country, in th~ lowest walks ofg,(jfe~y A-'rfib such ('&Bes is 
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Fingo : he is now a decently clothed, mild, affectionate Christian, 
hoping, as he says, to be enabled to hold on his way. Christianity 
here presents a different aspectto what it too generally does in old 
countries. Here it is visibly the chief good of a poor, oppresaed, 
half-naked, despised people, of little learning, beyond the power of 
reading the scriptures, which many of them do not, however, poaess; 
though most are striving after this attainment with a commendable 
perseverance. They have few superstitious views to overcome, and 
many of them are very tender under conviction : being of undis
ciplined minds they are often unable to suppl't'.'111 their sobs and 
weeping in public worship. 

Departure for Shiloh. 

ft8rd lat mo. I wrote to Adam Holter, of the Moravian station at 
Enon, and sent him a few tracts and a copy ofTuke'a Principles of 
Friends, (according to a promise,) by the hand of Joseph Read, who 
is going by Uitenhage to Bethelsdorp, with a waggon, to meet biis 
sister Eliza on her way from Hankey, and to bring some stores from 
Port Elizabeth. In the course of the forenoon, accompanied by 
James Read, jun. and Richard Birt, hRving also Piet Bruntjies for 
~uide, we set out for the Moravian station of Shiloh, on the KJip 
Plaat River, situated about thirty mile11 from Philipton, and in that 
part of the Bushman country inhabited by Tambookies and Caft'res. 
Our route \VBS circuirou,, but considered less likely to be slippery 
than one ascending more directly the intervening mountain-rid~. 
From the woods of the Kloofs on the side toward the Kat RiYer, the 
open parts of which are grassy and green, much timber is cut and 
conveyed toward Cradock, and beyond the rolonial boundary aa flll' 
as the missionary stations on the Calcdon, that part of Africa being 
destitute of timber. We passed a party of Hottentots from Shiloh. 
cutting timber to take to that settlement. 'I hese mountains formerly 
abounded with game, but hunt11men from the neighbouring statiooa, 
and from Fort Armstrong, and other contiguous military posta, have 
destroyed or driven away most of the wild animals. Two herda of 
quaggas of about half a score each, which suffered us to come 
pretty near them, snd a hy<'na. that made its way quickly down a 
mountain, at a considernble distance, before we arrived at the place, 
were all the wild beasts we saw. Two large cranes and a paouw, oI 
the feathered tribe, attracted notice, as did also several plants, such 
as a large erinus, a bulb bearing a blossom like the white variety of 
scilla peruviana, an ixia, with large pendulous cylindric crimson 
flowers, a small irregular spnraxis, a scarlet satyrium, and a lobelia, 
blue on the under lip, blue and purple on the upper lip, and yellow 
un the palate. The two last were on the margin of a little slream, 
by the side or "hich we look off our saddles and dined. Further 
alnng the mountains bel·arue stony ag!!,,.dry,.GO.o~ir ridgea lhcre 
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was a remarkable umia, with a root-lltock about three feet high, 
and rigid palm-like leaves of yellowish hue. Nearer Shiloh the 
country became drier, the grass was short and brown, and many of 
the hills were besprinklecl with doornboom. Another speciea of 
acacia also abounded on dry, light soil, having large compoundly
pinnate leaves, and pods about six inches long, it was not more 
than a foot and a half high, and had much the general .aspect 
of a handsome tern. 

Near Shiloh we met some Caffres belonging to the chiefTyaliP, 
pronounced, 111 in some other Caffre words, as if ,h succeeded 
the T, with large herds of cattle: they were agreeable-looking 
)><'Opie, of very dark complexion, dressed in skins, and wearing 
R few buttons and other ornaments of brass. One of them asked 
for tobacco, and I gave her a piece about an inch long, for whi<'h 1he 
<'Riled me a pretty <'Rptain, and all the other good names she could 
find. This seemed excessively ridiculous in a Caffre; but afterwards, 
on taking up a list of missionary sub:icriptions, and observing esq. 
appended to many plebeian names who h11ppened to have made con
tributions of 5s., I <'ould not but think that the aame spirit of Battery 
t'or the sake of advantage, one of the fruits or the fallen nature of 
man, was Rt least more tolerable in an uncivilized and unregPnerate 
Ceffre, than in persons not only professing to he ci,ilized, but to be 
promoting the cause of a self-denying and crucified Saviour, who 
tlettert>d no man, and who forbad his disciples to call sny man 
master, and whose apostle condemns having the periions of men in 
admiration because of advantage. We arrived at Shiloh in the after
noon, and were soon provided with a refreshing cup of tea, by Maria 
Frederica GPnth, who welcomed us to their simple abode, which, 
though the station h811 been occupied since 1829, is 11till destitute of 
chairs, their place being supplied by four-legged stools; bnt comfort 
and cleanlineaa here made np (or the deficiencies in regard to fur
niture. After tea we walked to the peach-garden, planted by the 
first missionaries who came to this piece, and there found William 
Christian Genth at work, and partook freely of the fruit. The trees 
have been raised from peach-stones, and a majority of them bear 
hard fruit, which, however, in most instances parts easily from the 
stone, and is useful for baking, being cut into halves or smaller 
pieces, and dried on stages in the sun, before being quite ripe. Such 
is the profusion of this fi-uit that the people of the station arc allowed 
to eat as much of it es they choose in the orchard, on condition that 
each time they go thitht-r they bring away a basket- full, end cut it 
up for the use of the family. There is also e garden producing 
plenty of grapes, but the crop is much injured by the dogs, which 
are vuy fond of this fruit, and are not easily kept from it with the 
tcanty mean11 of fencing which exi!'ls at this plare. 

The t"Onntry around Shiloh i11 mountainous, and is ~uffering 
more from drought than has before beet the ase smce the 
tirat utablishment of the station, terlligyeara g< . g ll-ne river has 
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ao nearly ceued to flow that the irrigation of the long line cl 
gardena by ita side cannot be maintained. Unlea rain fall 1000 

the cropa of Indian corn are likely to perish. Caffre corn and pot.
toes, requiring less moisture, may still yield 110me produce; and the 
industrious gardening habits of the Tambookies and Fingoes will 
make the beSL both of these and their pumpkins. They keep their 
ground remarkably clean ; watch their crops continually, to kef!> 
off birds and other depredators, and water them even by the hand, 
now that they can no longer irrigat.e them. At an early supper we 
were introduced to Adolphus Bonetz, another missionary residing 
here, and who still keenly feels the bereavement he suffered a few 
mon1bs ago, in the loss of an amiable wife. Like other Moravian 
missionaries whom we have visited, these are very agreeable, devour, 
simple-hearted people. W. C. and M. F. Genth have four children, 
with two of whom they have parted, huing sent them to Europe for 
education. The dwellings of the missionaries and the chapel are 
simple, subsLantial buildings, as are al,o a mill, now standing for want 
of wat.er, and a smith's shop. There are two or three coua.!{es be
longing to Hottentots, but most of this mu ion resident here are living 
in rude huts of boughs and reeds, plastered with mucl. These are 
buildings in the form of a roof, sloping in t\Vo angles, and sre gent
rally dei;titute of windows and chimneys : the Hottentots generally 
having a great predilection for a fire in the midst of the floor, the 
upper part of their dwellings is consequently blackenPd with wood
smoke. The Calfres and Fingoes inhabit bee-hive shaped hnLi of 
boughs thatched with grass. The settlement of Shiloh contains 
three hundred and eighty-four Tambookies, Caffres, Fingoes, and 
Bushmen, and one hundred and sixty-two Hottentots (numy of whom 
have emigrated from Enon): twenty-four of the former and one han
d red of the latter are members of the church. After supper the 
people assembled in the chapel, a special invitation having been given, 
in the hope of securing a general attendance, the religious instruction 
usually being in CHffre and Dutch alternately. After their usual 
singing, (which our friends thought it best not to omit,) I addressed 
the111 on the nature, spirituality, and practical effects of the Gospel, 
James Read interpreting into Dutch, and Adolphus Bonatz into 
Cllffre, in which language he i11, perhaps, more proficient than any 
other missionary. G. W. Walker was subsequently engaged in 
vocal supplication. 

24-th lt•t mo. At half-past five in the morning the bell rung for 
coffee; after which W. C. Genth ca1echiaed some of the older mem• 
hers of the church. Breakfast of a more substantial kind was pro
vided at hslf-past seven, and followed by a school for Tambookies, 
&c. in the Caffre language, <"onducted by A. Bonatz, at which about 
sixty children were present. Dinner at noon was succeeded by a nap 
and a cup _of tea (according LO the common ,:11stom of this part of 
the world III the hot weather of summre.,9'ed b$'~hb'6l fi1 then held by 
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W. C. Gentz, with about thirty Hottentot11. The attendance of 
children able to watch the gardens at this season is small. The birds 
which commit depredations are black crows, much like those of 
England ; Caffre finches, associated with which are often a few small 
birds about the same size, but having tails about twice the length of 
the birds. Several other birds also visit the gardens. There are in 
Africa at leHt two other species of crow, both having white patches 
about the neck, but one of them, if not both, are carrion feeders. The 
schools here did not appear equal to those of Genadendal, nor of the 
Kat River, being conducted too much upon the old system: they 
are neither lively nor interesting enough to be very inviting to the 
children ; and their parents generally are careless about the attend
ance of their families. Infant schools, for which a much greater 
number of pupils might be regularly obtained, have not been intro
duced here, neither tuition in the English language, as at Genadendal; 
and as education is here confined to Dutch and Cafl're, it is com
paratively of little use. Few books have yet been printed in Caffre, 
except imperfect versions of portions of Holy Scripture, and the 
variety of useful books in Dutch is small. , 

Instruction in English would not require more time than in Dutch; 
but it would open a large fund of information; snd it is generally 
understood in the towns of the eastern part of the Cape colony. 
Through the medium of infant schools two or more languages may 
be acquired, with scarcely any additional exertion on the part of the 
pupils, and by questioning them on the meanings of words and 
sentences in a different language to that in which the lesson in course 
is repeated, their understanding of the meanings of such word11 and 
sentences is much more satisfactorily ascertained. The views of the 
missionaries here respecting maintaining a distance between them
selves and the Tambookie chief, residing in the neighbourhood, are 
in my opinion erroneous, and calculated to impede the work in which 
they are engaged. Tlie experience of some other South African 
missionaries, who acted indiscretely, on the contrary hand, till they 
became almost subject to the caprice of the chiefs, is appealed to, as 
a proof of the danger of bringing them into their houses, or being on 
such open terms with them as to take them by 1he band, in bringing 
forwara their own people. But surely there is a medium to be observed, 
in which the chieftainship of the chief shall be properly regarded, 
without the Christian character or the dignity of the missionary 
being at all lowered. 

We visited an aged pair of the Bushman nation, living un<ler the 
shelter of a mat, reared against a few sticks, in front of which they 
had a little fire; their daugh1er, whose residence with that of her 
husband is with a boor on the Kunap Uiver, was on a visit to them, 
having also with her an infant child of the same square, Bat-featured, 
small race. She proves her affection to the old people by visiting 
them every few months, to minister to th ir necFssities. These 
people have been at Shiloh many yelfrs~"bt1t --n~ilie persuaded to 
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inhabit a hut, except in very cold weather, the old man especiall1 
complaining of the closeness of dwellings from which the weathtr is 
excluded. The language of the Bushmen is harsh in the extreme, 
abounding with a click, and deeµ guttural sounds. The CafFre has three 
of the former, two of which resemble those used in English t,, express 
regret and to drive hor~es, neither of which are expressed by letten 
in our language: the third is produced between the cheek and tongue. 
The karross is the usual garb of the Tam bookies and others of bled 
nations here, and some of the Hottentots wear it. I should not 
think that the latter have heen advanced in civilization, by the con
tact with the uncivilized tribes, with which they are here associ11ed, 
and by whom they are termed white people! notwithstanding the 
swarthiness of their comple11ion, corn pared with those of Europeans. 
Each family at Shiloh is allowed a piece of land, capable of rearing 
forty-five bushels of corn, and producing tl!l'0 crops a year. The soil 
is not rich, but is made fruitful by irrigation and culture. These 
atrips of land are planted with peach-trees, tobacco, &c., at the top, 
and have pumpkins, &c. nearer the river. An incursion was made 
upon the Tambookies in Caffraria aome months ago, by the Fitkani, 
who carried off' their cattle, which arc almost their only property: 
the invaders came as far as Klip Plnat, but spared the cattle of the 
Shiloh people: many of the Tam bookies came therefore to reside at 
Shiloh, and others had to seek a aubsistence by becoming servants to 
the more opulent of their own nation. Much of the country between 
the Kat River and Shiloh is uninhabited. 

25th 1st mo. There was an appearance of rain at Shiloh, b11t it 
passed ofF with only a slight shower. We took lea\'e of our kind 
friends at the missionary station, for whom onr acquaintance has 
excited a high esteem, and about six o'clock aet out to return to the 
Kat River by a more direct route. After riding about an hour we 
fell in with rain and green grass upon the mountains, which at their 
greatest elevation may be about 3000 feet above the level of the sea. 
The cold is so great upon them in winter, with snow, that some per
sons have perished in attempting to cros9 them at that season. We 
saw another herd of quaggas, and on the ridge of the mountains an 
orchideous plant one foot and a half high, with large white flowers. 
The descent into Reeds-dale is very steep, but with a little care and 
leading the horses we were favoured to effect it without serious acci
dent, and to reach Philipton in safety in five hours, durinK whid1 we 
did not take off the saddles in consequence of the wet. The rain bad 
fallen freely at the Kat River, so as to revive the prospect of a par
tial crop of Indian and Caffre corn. 

27th ll!t mo. First-day. Rode to the mililary post at Eiland', River, 
another stA!ion in the Kat River district, and hard by the little 
Ho1tentot village of Vand11rkf-mp. H~,~!ize'tf~ ~(!J t~ 50fJiers, with 
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whom we had a religious opportnnity, at nine o'clock. Ensign Henry 
Somerset and Captain Charles Fanshaw (both young men) are 
stationed here: they were present and treated us politely. Many of 
the privates were absent from choice, and they missed an opportunity 
in which the invitation to become reconciled to God was freely ex
tended. The hardness of heart prevailing among soldiers generally 
is very lamentable : few among them care about the subjects that 
concern their true interests, temporal or eternal ; and many, perhaps 
most among them, are much degraded by licentiousness, 1111d where 
they can get it, by strong drink. How wonderful that a system 
yielding such corrupt fruits, fostering all the evil passions of men, 
and so diametrically oppo■ed to the plain principle, of tl1e gospel, 
Glory to God in the highest; on earth, peace: good-will to men! 
ahould have any advocates among believen in Christ. But this being 
the et1se, it is no wonder that many other things discordant with the 
Gospel should be almost universally found mixed up with it, proving 
that the eyes of Christians generally are but partially enlightened, 
and that though professing to have the holy scriptures as a rule of 
faith and practice, they are far from being thoroughly conformed to 
its precepts, On returning•we met a number of derently dresi<ed 
Hottentots going to a meeting at Vanderkemp, held by one of the 
Jeacons of the ·Philipton church. In returning to Philipton we also 
met several returning from the forenoon worship there; whither 
some resort from varioua distanceR up to twenty miles. At one 
o'clock we attended the public worship at Philipton, where we had 
much to communicate. Jn the evening, after J. Read, jun. ·hail 
preached to a few·Gonas, I also addressed them through his medium 
aud that of a Caffre interpreter. James Read, sen., and R. Birt re
turned from Blin.kwater, having had good service among a large 
number of-Caffres, Gonas, and Hotten tots, many of whom are under 
strong convictions of sin so as to cry out in the biuerness of their 
souls, to cast off their ornaments, and to clothe themselves in decent 
garment8, This ia said to be a very general consequence in sueh 
cases. 

28th 1st mo. Purchased some more1iorses, and made other pre
parations for our Caff'rarianjoumey. Spent also sometime in writing, 
and in convenation with Captain Herbert and 'Wallace Hewitson. 
In the eveaing, accompanied by John Read (youngest son -of J. and 
E. Read) and tlll'o other boys, I visited a steep wood, contiguous to 
the river, to see the tree known in the colony by the name·of.,. Prnin,'' 
or Calfre plom. It grows to a considerable size, forty feet high, ha~ 
pinnate leaves, and spiked flowers. The fruit is 11bout one inch long, 
has a thick orange-red skin, covering a thfn, riscid, pleasantly acid 
pulp, of a ffavour like the Talutian apple, which the tree greatly 
resembles, but the stone is not fil..irous. There is also now ripe in 
the woods a small oval red berry, cal1e<ti,,i,1i1~Y~~1Y~il~· sour berry) 
of moderate and sweetish flavour, when tboroughfi matured, pro-



duced- by a thick bush, .having ,mall leavea and oppoaite ■traigbt 
green thorns. The Catfre interpreter, mentioned yesterday, keepe 
an eating-house. and supplies a basoG of cofl'ee and a slice of breacl
and-butter for two-pence, 

S0th 1st mo. Richard and Eliza Birt left for the ltation of George 
F. Keyzer, called Knapp's Hope, on the Kei,kamma River, intending 
to sojourn there Cor a time, to study the Caffre language, previoualy 
to themselves occupying a missionary 1tation in Caffraria. The 
company of these young people ha~ been very pleasant to us. TbeJ 
appear to be simple-hearted Christiana ; and a meuure of the baptiam 
of the Holy Spirit has attended many of the vocal devotional exerciaee 
of R. Birt, which we have witnessed. In the course of the day we 
were invited to meet upward, of tbirt.y per■ona of the clan called 
Inquirers, who assemble in the chapel once a week, many of them 
coming from a considerable distance. They are persona of awakened 
con1cience1, of both sexes, and of variou, ages and nations, who have not 
yet found peace to their troubled souls. The elder, of the churdl 
confer with them, and give them such couoael u their ■tatea are re--
1,pectively thought to require. Being unaccustomed to n>ntrol their 
.emotions, they often break out into loud sobs and weeping, and eJt• 

hibit great bodily agitation, which, however, is not generally eneoa• 
raged. On being asked what they bad to say for themselves, moat 
of them replied, nothing; but that they were great sinner■, and 
·desired to be saved. On being interrogated how they hoped to he 
aaved, the general answer was, by Jesna Christ, who they bad been 
ULught had come from heaven and died for them, and without whom 
they could not withstand temptation, for in themselves they had no 
strength, aod their hearts told them that Christ alone could help them, 
These sentiment& were elicited by a variety of que11tions, as were 
also several fact ■ of a deeply interesting nature. One man had been 
brought up at the misaionary station of Zuur-braak, had been con
ceited as to his abilities and knowledge, had lived in ,in till impri
soned for some misconduct, when he was brought to see his "icked
ness, and to feel that he must perish in ain, unless saved by Jesus 
Chriat. A Hottentot woman had heard the G01pel from her 
husband, wbo had been instructed by • pioaa boor, and for a time 
had walked in the fur of God, and found peace through Jeana Christ, 
in frequent prayer ; had again fallen into ain and again been 
awakened 10 a aense of her danger. A fine robust woman had loat 
all her relations in the wars, far in the interior ; bad made her way 
through varioua tribes to the Kat River, where she had hetlrd of 
Jesus, and become convinced of sin, the condemnation of "hich she 
,till bitterly felt: she saw that Jesus Rlooe could save her, Rnd felt 
love to Him, hope in Him, and wa1 thankful that she had left her 
own_ country and travelled so far to a place whe~ she had heard of a 
Saviour. Another woman had lefi her ,f·ve land, on the 
11ourccs of a river that watered Ding~~•• "Yrountry; aod travelled to 
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the Kat River, where she had heard of Jesu1: she wu still deeply 
condemned in herself for sin : she felt much for her country, but wu 
glad she had left it, and come to a place where she had heard of a 
Sa,iour. The emotion of this ,voman wu so great as to produce 
convulsive sobs, with tears and profuse perspiration that she removed 
from her (ace in drops that wet the floor. A Fingo woman, still 
bearing the sense of the Lord's indignation against sin, but neverthe
len hoping in Christ, was resolved to keep from the immoral cu1tom1 
and practices of her nation, which she saw to be sinful, and to as
aociate with the people of God, i. e. Christian Hottentots, &c. She 
knew that the people of her own country could not save her, for they 
were Jiving in sin. None but Christ could save her; but the people 
of God could help her in the right way. These are a few examples of 
numerous cues or a similar nature that exi■t here, and are continually 
multiplying, and which show that the Lord is bringing to pau a 
great work; converting the desert into a fruitful field, to the praise 
and glory of his own excellent name. 

5th !nd mo. We set out for Caffraria. The two James Read• 
accompanied us a few miles, the elder as far a■ the ,·illage ofVander
kemp, where a religious meeting was abont to be held, at the cottage 
of one of the deacons of (he Philipton church. Here we parted with 
our worthy friend, and received parting benedictions from several 
others. Pursuing our route, attended by Habul Matroos ( our Hot
tentot attendant from Hankey) and a temporary guide, we passed 
through a pleasant valley, at the foot of a range of verdant basaltic 
mountains, varied with rocks and wood, in which the little village of 
Lu■hington is situated, the garden and corn-grounds of which are 
fertilized by irrigation. A little congregation or Hottentots were at 
their devotions in a mud hot, the door of ,vhich we pa11ed: one of 
their own number addressing them in Dutch. The sun was set be
fore we reached the colonial boundary-the ridge of a lofty hill, and 
we had a dreary, da.rk ride of an hour in descending it, amid thunder 
and lightning, threatening rain, before we reached the Tyumie 
(Chumie) missionary station; where we received a kind welcome 
into Caffreland from William and Ann Chalmers. Darkaome a■ 
was our entry into Caffraria, there wu something cheering in the 
numbers of lights seen among the hills, and disclosing the site■ of 
the little kraals of the natives-the population dwelling in village■, 
which even at night form a 1trong contrast with the wide wa1te1 
within the colony. 
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EXTRACTS, &c. 

Further account of the religious labours of J AAIBS BACKeouse: 
contained in extracts from his Joumal. 

Visit to Cajfraria. 

1839, 6th 2nJ mo. About sixty Caffers assembled in the chapel, 
a neat stone building used al80 as a schoolroom, and contiguous to the 
house of the miS$ionary; which, as well as t"·o other houses here and 
aome outbuildings, are plain erections of stone, au<l thatched. William 
Chalmers read a portion of ~cripture, in the Caffer language,and added 
a short exhortation and prayer. At the conclusion he readily acceded 
to my wish thst he should interpret a few sentences, which I believed 
it in the line of my duty to express, anJ invite a larger attendance to 
meet myself and G. Walker in the evening. There was a feeling of 
precious solemnity on this occasion, yet it was far from being so deep 
as I have sometimes witnessed it. The congregation was, however, 
very attentive. After breakfast we walked with W. Chalmers to a 
kraal or village about a mile from the station, where Sogo, one of 
the Counsellers of the Chief Tyalie, resides, and who is the first 
Caffer that by his own effort has led out the water of a little atream 
and irrigated a piece of grounJ for the growth of Indian and Caller 
corn, with a view to profit. The common custom among the Caffera 
is to share their provisions with those who are not supplied; and 
thus the idle live upon the industrious, and exertion is paralyzed; 
for the man who raises more produce knows he shall not benefit by 
it. Sogo, however, bas had moral courage enough to break through 
this and some other bad customs : he will not allow the other Caffers 
to work for him without wages, and then when they come to beg 
he tells them that he paiJ them for their work and they must pay 
him for his corn. Jn case he slaughters an ox he also sells its flesh, 
aod rt:fuses to give it away, according to the common custom of his 
nation, which generally leaves the persons slaughtering only one 
n1eal, all his neighbours considering it their privilege to assist him to 
eat. This man has a son named Festir, who is also a reformer among 
the Caffers. Some time ago he was married, and be refused to slay an 
ox aod make a feast, or to bi&ve a dance; but about a month after, the 
relatives of his wife Jetermined that these rustoms should not be dis
peoaed with; they therefore took an ox out of his father's cattle-kraal 
and slaughtered it, and proceeded in their usual way: but Sogo and 
Featir took no notice ; the former went to hiaraa ~~i nd the latter 

a • ;.D1g1t1zed by~ l 
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Festir has been instructed in the T9nmic ICbool, which be ltill 
attends at certain times. 

About a year ago he told W. Chalmers that he thought he could 
instruct a few of the children at his own kraal, if he had some 
lessons : these were readily furnished, and the young man erected 
a hat of European shape, of mud and wattles, thatched ; and here 
he collected about thirty children, whom he taught gratuitously; 
and in ten months exhibited some pupils able to read the Cal"er 
scriptures very fairly. Some others of the people here are just 
beginning to lead out the waters of a streamlet upon their grass 
land, for the purpose of fertilising it. These are very encouraging 
circumstances, and are connected with a hopeful stste of mind among 
the people in regard to subjects of the highest importance. The late 
war paralysed the disposition for improvement that was beginning tu 
show itself in various places amongst the Caffers, and very seriously 
retarded the labours of the missionaries, some of whom think it threw 
the people back in a degree that will take ten years to recover. The 
destruction of the Caffer traders is said in many instances tu hue 
been a blessing, as they were introducing spirituous liquors among 
the natives ; and since the war they have been under better regula
tions. Only four Caffers of this station lost their lives during 
the war : one of these was blind and another an idiot.; but the 
reports of officers in exploits of blood boasted many more. In one 
instance seventeen or more were reported killed, where the actual 
number was only one. But the profligacy of soldiers was variously 
and grievously exhibited. Two soldiers came one day from Port 
Cox, and rang the chapel-bell at Tynmie, on which some of the 
women assembled, hoping for a religious service. These emissaries 
of Satan then pretended to read something from some old papera, 
after which they made signs that if the missionary were there they 
would hang him. The poor women left the place weeping at the 
profligacy of these white savages. 

In the course of the day we visited the interesting school kept by 
William Chalmers,in which the pupils are fifty-four males,aeventy-6Ye 
females, dressed in European clothing : thirty-five read the scriptures 
in Caffer ; twenty-seven write on paper or slates; twenty-five, ele
mentary das11 ; in arithmetic, fifteen. This school was recommenced 
after the war with about a hundred children, ignorant of the alphabet; 
those who had before learned to read having almost universally left the 
neighbourhood along with their parents. Tickets are successfully used 
in this school to keep the attendance regular ; twenty of which are 
considered of the value of one penny. The Caffers are a fine, stoot, 
healthy-looking race of people, of dark comple:r:ion and not unpleasant 
countenance. Many of their customs have an alliance to those of 
the Jews, or perhaps may be rather traced to the patriarchs. Theil'.
pr~ctising circumcision :it about fourteen years of age, seems t 'O 

pomt strongly to a descent from hhwael • 'n \!}~~lave much • -of 
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0d0

yagamsPe,ery man, a• ·.id 



5 

every man'• band again1t them. They practiee purification by wub
ing in water, burn fat in 10me cases as a sacrifice, anll have a great 
horror of defilement by touching the dead. This leads them to 
the terribly barbarous practice of removing persons supposed to be 
dying into the woods, and leaving them to be devoured by wild beasts. 
They are also greatly afraid of persons who take fits : the servants 
here will not eat with the same spoon, nor drink out of the vessel 
which a poor creature of this description who has taken refuge here 
has used ; and the missionary is obliged to suffer him to sleep in 
another house. 

We took tea with Janet Wear, an elderly Scotch woman, one who 
was very active in her day as one of the visitors of the poor in Gla1-
gow, in connexion with Dr. Chalmers: she is now much broken down 
by age. Not many more personR were present in the chapel in the 
evening than in the morning ; but we had a satisfactory interview 
with them. Many are obliged at this season to be abaent watching 
their gardens; in the daytime to keep off bird,, and at night to 
protect them from wild hogs, porcupines, and depredators of their 
own race. 

7th 2nd mo. \Ve were engaged in some further religious labour 
with the Caffers this morning, and after breakfast bad a comforting 
deYotional season with William and Mary Chalmers, both of whom 
seem to be growing in grace, under a dispensation of affliction 
which, from an accident, has nearly deprived the latter of the power 
of walking, and has greatly impaired her health. Mary Chalmers 
haa been very helpful in the mission, and has instructed several young 
women in domestic occupations. These she baa generally bad the 
mortification to see married to persons who took them from under 
missionary instruction, and with whom they have resumed the Caffer 
dress and customs: but lately one came to see her, bringing a baby 
neatly dressed, and being herself also tidily clad in cotton garments 
of her own making up; and who M. Chalmers found was living at 
the Blink water with her husband, and that he was one who also haa 
profited by missionary instruction. A Caffer woman who is a mem
ber of the T9nmie church, supplied our horses with the tops of Indian 
corn, and refused to accept anything for them or for her own labour 
in bringing them, till pressed. She i, a person who at one period 
resided at the station along with her husband ; but subsequently they 
le(t, p1ainted themselves, and resumed the Caffer customs. Some time 
after the woman came again under conviction, and retun1ed to the sta
tion. In the meantime her husband had taken an additional wife, for 
which he had paid ten cows: he followed his first wife to Tynmie, and 
urged her to return with him, but she refused, saying that she had li•ed 
in sin long enough, and would not return if staying cost her her life. 
The husband threatened her; but begged of William Chalmers to be 
allowed to remain at the place a few w~,~1~~ ~pGJ~ '!lk of persuading 
the wife to return peaceably. William Chalmers grinted the request, 
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aotwitbttandiog that no man who takes two wiva ia c:omidend 
u belonging to the station. While waiting here the husballd alao 
came under conviction: he then sent his second wife back to her 
friends, but for a time considered that be had a claim upon them for 
the cows; and, according to their ideas, till they were given up, be 
had also a claim upon Lhe woman. At length he applied to be 
admitted a member of the Church, but William Chalmera inquired 
what he meant to do in the case. His reply was, that be had 
nothing more to do with the woman, and as for lhe cows, he abollld 
no more look at them. This was a great sacrifice for a Cai"er co 
make. The man is now a u3efol and pious man at the station. 

In the afternoon William Chalmers accompanied us in a visit 
to Tyalie, the Chief who first aent his warriors into the coloay 
in the late irruption : he is a man of good stature, fine pon, and 
agreeable countenance. He lives io a beehive but of much larger 
dimensions than those occupiecl by his people, and was engaged in it 
with some of his counsellors. Their servants were seated on the 
ground near to an adjacent hut. Our arrival being announced, the 
Chief and his counsellors came out to speak to us; he wore only a 
blanket thrown loosely about him, being temporarily lame and indis
posed, by R fall from his horse. William Chalmers explained the 
nature of our visit to Cafferland. Tyalie said it was good, that he 
could see by our faces that we were men of peace, aocl that we came 
not with arms, but ouly \Vith samboks in our hands, and should have 
his protection. We then spoke to him on the importance and pea«:e· 
able principles of the Gospel, lhe want of conformity to these in all 
who go to war, the advantages of a thorough reception of these prin
ciples in IPading m1mkind to adopt the arts of peace, the goodness of 
God in offering mercy to all mankind through Jesus Christ, and the 
evidence of this goodness and mercy in the reproofs of the Spirit fur 
sin, of which themselves were sensible in the secret of their o•n 
hearts. We also recommended the Chief to send his daughter, an in
teresting little girl, again to the school at Tynmie. William Chalmers 
continued with us till we rl'Rchecl Blocd, Drift, Tynmie Vale, the resi
dence of the government diplomatic agent, Charles Lenox Stretch, 
from whom, as well as from his wile and our .young friends, Richard 
and Eliza Birt, who nre temporarily sojourners here, we received a 
kind welcome. 

81h 2nd mo. We had much conversation with C. L. Stretch on the 
1tatc of the Caffers, and on the defective measures of the Government 
in regard to supporting prapcrly the Caffer police, on whom, in grac 
measure, depends the peace of this part of the frontier. 

9th 2nd mo. Last night was very wet, The thermometer is fallen 
Lo 60°. We visited the school at Tynmie Vale, under the charge of 
John Binney, of the Glasgow Societv, he as~· otwo hundred 

• -b g1t1zed by • 
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We only noticed one rending in the scriptures, but seYeral in smaller 
works in Caffer. We also wrote a letter to William and Eliza Budden, 
the parents oC Eliza Birt, to endeavour to remove anxieties respect
ing their children, raised by a letter from a person in Graham's 
Town to the congregation to which he belonged in England, and 
which was of the character ol communications from the Graham'■ 
Town alarmists ; some of whom, there is reason to fear, desire a war 
in order to enrich themselves at the expense of the British Govern• 
ment, as some are said to have done during the late irruption. Bot 
though this was the case, the general trade of Graham's Town WIIII 
greatly injured by the late Caffer war. 

JOth 2nd mo. (First-day.) The persons who understand the 
Dutch language and are connected with C. L. Stretch's establish
ment, were assembled in his house after breakfast, and we had • 
religious• opportunity with them, in which the angelic proclamations 
made at the birth of the Saviour were referred to, as containing the 
great characteristics of the Gospel; and the company were called upon 
to consider what they knew experimentally of their fulfilment. We 
afterw11rds went to the place used by John Binney as a chapel and a 
schoolroom, which we understood was raised by public subscription, 
and in which there was a service in Dutch, and after it another in 
CaB'er. At the ronclusion of the last I addressed a few sentences to 
the congregation, Charles Brownlee (a son of John Brownlee of Buf:. 
falo River) interpreting, chiefly to invite the Caffers to meet us at 
C. L. Stretch's in the afternoon ; but at the same time a few of the 
leading doctrines of the Gospel were brought before them, and par
ticularly the convictions of sin were pointed out as the works of the 
Holy Spirit on the minds of unconverted persons, by which God 
proves his willingnen to draw them to himself, through the mediation 
of his beloved Son. In the afternoon about one hundred and fifty 
Caffers assembled under a large acacia near C. L. Stretch's house, where 
we preached to them the Gospel freely, and pointed out the blessings, 
temporal and spiritual, attending its reception, There is a coloured 
man, advanced in years, in the employment of Charles Stretch, that 
seems to be a person of piety, who sometimes takes the lead in their 
devotions, and is very useful in superintending the Cafters when at 
work. To lead them to look to God for blessings is of great im
portance, for thus they are not only taught from whom all good 
cometh, but their faith in their own rain-makers, who are a sort of 
conjurors, is destroyed. Richard Birt e:itplained to them that the 
drought might be properly considered as one of God's judgments, 
both upon themselves and upon the white people, because oftheir ■iu; 
and that, unless they repented, missionaries might pray for rain, bat 
God might not see meet to grant it, 

11 th 2nd mo. Macomo, who duringzethe~irlor J,eof Sandili is the 
principal Chref of the Gaika family, espressed some time ago a wish .. 
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to see us at the Kat Ri•er or at Block Drift., aa noticed on a former 
occasion, and as we preferred meeting him at the latter place. C. L 
Stretch sent him a message, and this morning he arrived with seftl'II 
attendants. His wish had been expressed in connexion with our 
belonging to the Society of Friends, some of whose members., residing 
at Birmingham, had sent him a present of ploughs and other imple
ments of husbandry, and an address deprecating war and commending 
the arts of peace, &c. Little, however, passed on this subject. The 
principal object of the Chief appearing to be to complain of having 
been deprived of the K.at River, where he said he was brought up, 
and bis fathers had lived. Alluding to the ceded territory• wbida 
i■ now suffering from drought, he said he bad now no country when 
he could comfortably sit down. We told him we supposed scarcely 
any body in the present day would attempt to justify the measure 
he complained of, but we did not apprehend there was the smallest 
ground for him to expect that the British Government would enr 
restore to him the Kat River, aa they had long since settled another 
people there, namely, the HottentolB, whom it would be an ace ol 
injustice now to remove, and with whom we hoped his nation would 
cultivate a friendly feeling, and thus open the way to receive from 
them in return education and instruction in agriculture, &c. This 
Macomo said would not do; it would be construed by their enemies, 
who were ever ready to spread evil reports of them, inlO a league 
between the Hottentots and Caffera against the colony. This we 
encouraged him to believe would not he credited by their friends, nor 
by the B1itish nation generally, who were already disgusted with the 
foolish lies that had been raised and circulated on that subject. We 
also informed him that the voluntary cession, on the part of the 
British Government, of that territory to the Caffers, which was taken 
from them in the last war, was the first act of the kind ever 
known, and a proof that the principles of the Gospel, which were 
the principles of equity and justice, were gaining influenre in England. 
The Chief said he should not cease to complain of the Kat River affair. 
We told him we thought he was right in continuing to complain, as 
his doing so might prevent other acts of the same kind. Much more 
passed in illustration of the same subjects, and of the advantages of 
peaceably complaining of oppression and expostulating against it till it 
ceased. 

T1'; history of our own Society in connexion with the conduct 
of th.r 'jritish Government towards it, was brought forward to eluci• 
dat .) ~ case; and Macomo was informed that we were satisfied 
wh1~ar .e Government ceased to act unjustly towards us, but that we 
ne·.llure;,oked for restitution from them for past injustice. Our vie'" 
irgth .~ng Caffraria were explained to him, with which he expres!ed 
: w f satisfied, and said he was thankful that the Lord had brought 
~ here, and that he hoped He would bring ua thro~h our journey 
m safety ; that he believed we feared LGO&,bll date~ according to 
wh ,t WRS said in the Bible, as did also the missionaries, who were 
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men or truth; but 1101D8 people came among them who told lies of 
them. Macomo complained also of the British Government licensing 
canteens, and of white people who drank strong drink, and of Major 
C--, who, be said, in the time of the war made him into1.icated, 
and tried to ,educe him and other Cbief:s into the camp under the 
pretext of making peace, but when they declined Majo1· C-- tried 
to give them bdttle. My dear companion had also 1ome private 
convenation with Macomo on the subjl'<'t of his intemperance: he is 
often drawn into this vi<'e by military officers and others, and is cer
tainly a lover of strong drink ; nevertheless, he is so sensible of its 
evils as to have forbidden i1s introduction by traders into his country. 
Since the last war, traders in this part ot' Caffraria have been subjected 
to a license, for which they each pay four pounds a year, and by 
which they are restricted to certain conditions of a salutary character : 
there are now only six in thP Gaika territory . 

After our conversation we accompanied Macomo and C. L. Stretch 
to the ground which the lauer has hrouiht under cultivation by 
means of irrigation. Macomo was <lclighted with the fine crops of 
Indian corn, pumpkins, &c. The Caff<~rs required to see the expe
riment successfully tried, to he convinl"'Cd that these vegrtablell would 
flourish by thP a11pliration of water only to their roots; they thought 
that it was necessary that the tops shoulil be watered also. C. L. 
Stretch bas effected this work at his own expense, by means of Caffer 
labour, which costs about thirteen-pence a day; and he has offered to 
allow M acomo and some other neighbouring Chiefs to cultivate parts 
of it; but though they huve plenty of oxen, it is very dilfil·ult to 
prevail upon them to send any to plough the land. 

Another float, or ditch, has been commenred to bring the 
water from the river at a higher level, ancl which would irrigate 
about a thou!land acre:t: it has alreacly cost about seventy 
pounds, and is in some places fourteen feet dPep. This the Gaffers 
cast out at a single throw with the spade. The work is now sus
pended for want of funds. About one hundred and fifty pounds 
more would be required to fini!lh it. Much good mi~ht result from 
the application of a little capital in setting the Caffcrs forward in 
agriculture, which if they were induced to adopt, would fix them 
more under the influence of religious instruction, preserve them 
from want in winter; by which they are often driven to theft, 
and would give them more to lose hy war, and consequently 
strengthen their inducements to preserve pParc. On 1his visit to 
Block Drift, Macomo wore a white hat, of colonial manufac~e, an 
old blue boat-cloak, trowsers, and boots. One of his la sr.8• of 
whom he has ten, wore also n boat-cloak, and had her he<that~tly 
tied about with handkerchiefs; another had a woollm gartgme 1put 
on as a kaross, and one of her arms was decora1ed with th1'\!ir 18ine 
brass rings, the thickness of carpet wire. The chief's son;;n bra 
reddened blanket, and had his curly hair short, and rolled l!:.,' ) 
red ochre and grease into small knots like peas, all over his ut.J. 
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One of the coun1ellors had· a kaross of the mountain-tiger"• akio, a 
species with single spots, larger than the common leopard; the 
others wore karosses of cows' hides, &c. 

12th !nd mo. I wrote to my daughter Elizabeth Backbomt, 
and proposed to her to endeavour to raise a subscription among 
Friends in the vicinity of Londorr, where I suppose she is tempo
rarily residing, for enabling C. L. Stretch to carry out the wale\'• 
ditch at Block Drift, for the benefit of the Caft'ers. This I enclOled 
to W. H. Harvey, with the following letter on the en-velope, -vis. 

T,11nmie Vale, Cajferland, l2lh bd mo. 1839. 
M'y dear Friend W. H. Harvey, 

J again avail myself of the privilege of enclosing a 
despatch for England to thy address. We are well, and are plessed 
with what we have seen of the Caffera and Cafferland ; but we 
think it a disgrace that the Caffer police should have had no pay, 
only bare rations, for three years ; and this is also impolitic, u ia all 
other injustice, for keeping the frontier in a peaceful state is inti• 
mately connected with keeping the police vigilant in detecting 
thieves. But how can this be done, if the police be not paid pro
perly? Persons who would prefer military reprisals to civil penal• 
ties, would like to destroy the police system; but not those who are 
friendly to concord and justice. I hope thou wilt hue thy eye 
upon this subject in the Council. Time will not admit of my saying 
more at present. Farewell. 

I remain affectionately thy friend, 
JAKES BACKBOIJSE. 

This letter, W. H. Harvey informed me, he caused to be insened in 
in the minutes of the Council, and subsequently the Caffer police were 
allowed (forty rds.) three pounds a year, in addition to their ration or 
three pounds of meat, and three pounds of bread daily, with clothes; 
but they had been given to expect wages from the time of their appoint
ment. Still the system of remunerating them for active service is very 
defective. Formerly a discretion rested with the agents to give a part 
of the fines to the police, and this enabled the police to obtain assist• 
ance from other Caffers ; but these fines have been ordered to be 
paid into the treasury, that the wages of the poli'Ce may be paid out 
of it. But in order to keep the police in an active state, they ought 
not only to have rations and wages, but also, in every case, a part of 
the fines, which are usually paid in cattle, and for a share of which 
the police could always obtain assistance. 

In the afternoon we rode to the kraal of a Chief named Bottna, 
whither Richard and Eliza Birt and Charles Brownlee (who is 
a clerk and interpreter to C. L. Stretch) had gone before, expecting 
to ,:neet Botma's people assembled, to determine on a place for the 
residence of R. and E. Birt. The day, however roving very hor, 
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and the drought being so great u to require the cattle to be driven 
to a diatsnce for water, the people did not assemble : the old Chief 
received us kindly. 

We dined in the but appropriatei for strangers, of which there is 
one in most Caffer kraals, and which we found very clean, with mats 
spread on the Boor to sit or recline upon. The repast consisted of a 
little of the Chiefs sour milk, and some meat and Indian corn from 
Block Drift. Botma remarked, that he had only once before tasted 
mieles (i. e. Indian corn) this year. C. L. Stretch availed himself of 
tbe opportunity of recommending irrigation and agriculture, and 
offered to allow Botma to plough and sow at Block Drift. Few 
places in Botma's country have running water. One place on which 
Richard Birt propoaed to build a house was strongly objected to. 
When Botma was pressed for a reason for not liking it there, be 
said he did not know how the other Chiefs might like it. There i1 
ltroog reason to believe it is a way by which much stolen property 
is brought into Cafferlaod. Botma would not, however, positively 
refuae that the house of bis missionary should be built there, but 
uid be would take counsel on the subject. We spoke a few words 
to the old man {he is about sixty,) on the advantages of receiving 
the Gospel, which were well received. Botma has been 1D11Ch in
jured by strong drink. 

On the viait of the Governor to the frontier, the Chief was treated 
with brandy, which occasioned him to fall from his }1orse, by which 
arcident he broke his collar~bone. On conversing with him on the 
aubject, he blamed the white people for bringing spirits into the 
eountry, and teaching some of the Caff'ers to drink them. He said 
the Caffers did not know that they contained poison, but now 
they had found that out and must leave off drinking. But so strong 
an appetite has been excited for them in Botma, that it is doubtful if 
ever be will deny himself when he can get them. Few of the Caffers, 
however, even on the frontier, drink stimulating Jiquora. 

18th 2nd mo. We have been much interested in observing the 
Christian conduct and consideration of C. L. Stretch and wife tows.rds 
the Caffers, who call the former Xoloilizwi, which signifies peace
maker ; t.hey are in the practice of giving persons distinguishing 
names in this way. The elder James Read is Cllled Congola, which 
aigoi6es a reed; they say of him he is a man of peace, who does 
not like w.ar and blood ; nevertheless many of his fellow-colonists, 
of less devotedness and of strong prejudice, would try to make 
him out a m&11 of war and a traitor. Beyond a doubt the Caffera 
eteal many ho.rsea and much cattle from the colony, particularly 
those of the Gaika family; nevertheless property on the frontier 
is increasing in vslue in many places. A magistrate named Cole, 
at Fort Beaufort, lately gave sixteen thousand rix dollars for a 
place, which before the war was not considered worth more than 
m thouaaDd, and which is siluated on. the 1'una I iver. A farm 
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on the Maucasana sold some time ago, by the Pringl-. to a per
son named Macmaster ror three hw,dred pounds, is now valoed 
at fifteen hundred pounds. Botma visited Block Drift to-day, to re
ceive a present of pumpkins and Indian corn promised him Jester• 
day, and viewed with the appearance of interest the effects of irriga
tion. 

We accompanied Robert Niven as far as Knap', H~, the 
station of Frederick G. and Marie Christiana Kayzar, of the London 
Missionary Society, by whom we were cordiaJly received. They 11'1 
Germans, but apeak English, and have been labourin{t in Caff'raria 
about ten years. Block Drift is in the country called the Garga, 
and is on Tynmie River, and Knap's Hope is on the Kei.skamma. 
Between them intervene low grassy hills, now dry and brown, be
sprinkled with doornboom, and but thinly populated. 

Before proceeding I shall notice a few circumstanl't!I relative to 
treatment the Cafrers have met with since the war, and on two of 
which I had the opportunity of perusing the official correspondence, 
and which show that in the contract of the .Caff'ers with the white 
population, it is not the latter alone who hue cause to complain. 
The letter to William and Eliza Budden may not unsuitably follow. 

lo 1835 certain military parties entered Cafl'raria in search of 
stolen cattle, contrary to the treaty. This was not discontinued till 
C. L. Stretl·h threatened to apprehend, under warrant, every eoldier 
coming into the country under such circumstances. Within the same 
period two young officers fired at two Cafl'ers with buck-shot, and 
alleged in excuse that they thought the Caffers too far off to be in
jured. This is admitted by their superior officer, who states. that if 
the men who were wounded will apply at the military station they 
shall receive a compensation. 

Not long ago a man, named Carpenter, who rented a farm in 
Cafferland or Macomo, shot a Fingo upon it, and for this crime wu 
tried by the Caffer chiefs, and sentenced to death. Macomo iDter• 
fered and saved bis life, but the mnn'11 property was confiscated. 
Carpenter afterwards met with Mncomo in the colony, and groafy 
insulted him, spitting in his own hand and nibbing it in the chief's 
face. Macomo's indignation was ro1111ed, but with the patience or a 
Cafl'er he restrained it, told Carpenter he regarded him but u a do,, 
and beneath bis notice, and immediately rode away. When the 
Governor visited the rrontier Mncomo complained of the insult. The 
Governor reprimanded Carpenter, and threatened to deliver him oYer 
to the Attorney-General. But some of the colonists sympathi:aecl 
with Carpenter, and looked upon him as an aggri!!ved ~raon I A MIii 
of Botma, having on a certain occasion go'ne i11to the colony without 
a pass, which was contrary to the treaty, was apprehended by a party 
of military; but some of whom were iiltoxic11ted and beat the young 
man. Botma complained of this outrage to the Governor, who repri• 
munded the military, and said such conduct should not OCCW' again. 
Dotma let\ the room in disgust, saying,that ifthtYr.•fl'.<=m--.had beaten tbe 
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son of the Governor he would not have been satisfied with a mere repri• 
mand to the parties. The military are a moral pest to the frontier, 
and a great impediment to the reception of the Gospel, both amo·ng 
Catfers and Hottentots: many of the latter Rl'e in a deplorable state 
of prostitution at the mili11try posts. In allusion to the miaconducc 
of the military, a Catfer woman said to Ann SLretch trust she did not 
see the white men as the Caffen did. That if 1he herself aw a 
Caffer do what white men did, 1he 1hould think it was because he 
knew no better; but white men knew betLer and were aa bad u Caft'en. 
Everything I see and hear convinces me Lhat Satan rules in the 
army-that British soldiery serve under Lhe king of the bottomleu 
pit-and that, with rare exceptions, soldiers are not under the dis
pensation of Lhe Gospel ; and in the cases of these exceptions, aoJdier• 
ing is no part of the Christian character of the individuals, but is op
posed to it. When a man eulists into the army, he sells his liberty 
as a man and a Christian. I believe that, nnder a government con
ducted on Christian principles, the peace, even of the Colfer frontier, 
might be much more- safely maintained by a well-organized civil 
police than it now is under military regulations. 

Tynmie Yale, Cajferland, 9tli of !nd Montli, 1889. 
To William and Eliza Budden, 

Though strangers to you we willingly addreu you, 
at the request of your dear children, Richard and Eliza Birt, wh01e 
company we have had very pleasantly at Cape Town, Port EliHbeth, 
and the Kat River, and also here in Cafferland; and who inform u1 
that your minds have been di;iquieted by hearing the contenu of at 
letter from one of your acquaintance in Graham's Town, who has 
re1,1resented the Caffers in an unfavourable point of view, and atated 
that there was a danger of war from their turbulent spirit. 

We therefore state, for your satisfaction, that we lately spent sev11~ 
ral days in Graham's Town, where we found very prevalent a strong 
prejudice against the Caffers, and many unreasonable fean and mi., 
representations, arising out of an excited imagination, and fanned by 
party iotereats. This pitiable state of alarm ex~nded to many per, 
90ns ,rhom we believe to be pious; aorl even among these, the hatred 
apoken of by your correspondent, to Dr. Philip and the London Mi.., 
aionary Society, could not be concealed. It is with regret ,re allude 
10 the painful fact. It diJ not, however, appear to us to exteocJ 
beyond the unconverted part of the community, who are p(Ovoked at 
che means u.ed by the worthy Doctor and his colle11guea to overthro,r 
oppre88ion, and to a certain class of Christians, in whum we coul4 
but not regard it u a great weakness and blot. 

Hitherto we have seen nothing in the Caffers to excite alarm. 
We sre travelling among them in the greatest confidence, and of 
course, unarmed. And we see no danger of war arising between 
them aod the colony, uni~ froQJ mismana ement n the rar~ of l~ 
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Colonial Government, or misconduct on the part of the military, or 
both of which the Caffers hHe still room to complain. 

We feel deeply interested in the great object in which your son. 
in-law and daughter are embarked, and desire that their devotion to 
the cause of Christ, in promulgating his gospel among a heathen na. 
tion, may be greatly blessed to themselves, and to tlie people among 
whom they are commencing to labour, and for whom the Lord i1 
doing great things in some places not far from that where the y 
likely to be stationed. May you also continue to be blessed in your 
dear children, and enabled, in seasons of anxiery respecting them, to 
east all your care upon the Lord, knowing that he careth for them 
and fOI' you. 

With the salutation of Christian regard, we are your frieoda, 
JAMES BACKHOUH. 

GEoaoz Wus1KGTOK Wua1:R. 

14th 2nd mo. At an early hour twenty-six Caffera assembled 
for devotional purpoaes. Frederick G. Kayzer addressed them 
briefly in their own language, and afterwards interpreted for me, while 
I spoke to them on the subject, which we feel it our duty especially to 
dwell upon, viz. the reproofs which they are sensible of in their own 
heart& for sin, being the work of the Holy Spirit; the evidence of God'• 
willingness to draw them unto himself. through the mediation of his 
beloved Son. After breakfast we went with F. G. Kayzer to see the 
aloot or water-ditch which was cut about two years ago, and by which a 
considerable but narrow stripofland, by the aide oftbe river,iairrigated. 
and this dry season is producing crops of Indian and Caffer corn, and 
supporting a number of families, who would otherwise have been 
obliged to ho.ve left the place from starvation. Therewaa some basaltic 
rock to be cut through, in the commencement of this work, which took 
llt!\'en months to accomplish, during which it was necessary to give lhe 
Caffera wages to secure their labour, for they are not yet sufficiently 
in the habit of looking to future benefit to exert themselves to aec11re 
it without a present tangible stimulus. The persona who have por ... 
tioua of thia land are bound to send their children to school. Our 
next visit was to the school, in which about thirty intelligent interesting 
children ere under instruction: they were very neat and clean, several 
of them dressed in printed cotton garments, which are given aa re
ward11 on the alphabet being acquired. lo this atate they appeared 
to advantage, being prepared to attend the interment of a babe of l
Doehne, one of the missionaries of the Berlin Missionary Society. 
In the evening two of our horses were missing that had been entrusted 
by the head-man of the kraal to another Caffer. According to the 
law of the Coffers the head-man was responsible to us for them. The 
circumstance therefore made no small stir in the place . 

. Frederick G. 1rnd Maria Christiana Kayzer, who are Germana, 
wit~ their five children, nre living in a small thatched cottage, in 
wluch al11U lhcy hospit4bly entertain their ti.iends; lbut their own 
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health suffers from the closeneu of the place in hot weather, or (roin 
the draft to which they are necesaarily exposed when obliged to set 
the doors and windows, or rather shutters, open. Two little rooms of 
similar structure-wattle and dab--and dimensions are preparing for 
Richard and Eliza Birt, who are to eojourn here for a few months to 
study the language. 

15th 2ncl mo. The Jost horses were found again, they huing mere):, 
strayed during the temporary absence of their herder. We each ad
dressed a few words to a small congregation this morning; after which 
Busse, a native, prayed. In the forenoon be set out on a weekly visit 
to the neighbouring kraals, to read the scriptures, talk to the people 
about their immortal interests, and to apprize them of the approach
ing Sabbath. There are a few other pious people in this congrega
tion. One of them has been beaten by her husband, and dragged 
through the mud, because she refused to comply with one of their 
corrupt customs connected with their notions ofhospitality to strangers. 
This woman has had much to endure for the love of Christ. In the 
course of the forenoon we walked with F. G. Kayzer to the kraal of 
Notondo, distant more than a mile from the station. Here we found 
but few people ; but one of them refreshed us with sour milk, which 
we drank out of a basket, made of the stems of a species of cyprus, 
sewed so closely together, when dry, as to be watertight when in use 
for any fluid. This is the common vessel among the Caffers used 
in the place of a pail, basin, &c. After 110me time bad been spent, 
Notondo arrived, accompanied by two female attendants, one of 
whom brought a large bundle of mieles (Indian corn) upon her bead.. 
Notondo is the mother of Maromo and Tyalie: she exercises many 
of the functions of a chief: she was dressed in a reddened blankec, 
fastened about her waist and shoulders, and had a dirty cotton hand
kerchief bound about her head, surmounted by a deep tin plate. She 
accepted, with the expression of much pleasure, a new handkerchief 
and a little tobacco-an article begged by almost every Caffer in this 
part of the country. She and her female counsellors spoke with 
rapture of the benefit of cultivation by irrigation, and said that F. G. 
Kayzer should see next year what they would do in rearing produce. 
Last year they left a large piece of ground uncultivated, a rain-maker 
having said that the people of the schools, i. e. the missionaries and 
others connected with them, raised the wind that blew away the 
clouds, and prevented the rain, and thus the people were discouraged 
from a close adherence to the counsel of the missionaries; but now 
they see that their rain-makers have not been able to give them rain, 
which the missionaries have told them is at the disposal of God alone, 
and probably withheld on account of the sins of the people; but that 
in exercising the power that God gives man in directing the course 
of the streams of water, the missionaries had been able, by irrigating 
the land, to enable many of those about them to raise food. A por-
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tion or land appropriated to Macomo· upon the watercoww was also 
left uncultint.ed from eome caprice. 

Notondo we&r11 European clothing on First-days, as do also aeveral 
others ; she likewise brings a number of children of Macomo and 
others entr111ted to her care to the 83bbath-school : she is a tall, intel
ligent woman, of an agreeable countenance. The miBSionary statioo 
of King'• Hope has been establi11hed about three years. The con
gregation amounts to about one hundred adults and thirty children. 

In the afternoon we took leave of F. G. Kayzer and his family, 
croued the Keiskamma,e.nd rode to lgquibigha, the missionary station 
of Robert Niven. The intervening country w1111 low bills, hesprinkled 
with small doorn-booma, on a surface covered with dry, short grass. In 
aome places the wood was thicker, and in two, single plants oC a scarlet 
amaryllis were in bloasom. But few Caffers or herds were to be seen 
till we approached the place of our destination ; near to which there 
were some cultivated grounds suffering greatly from drought, A snake, 
the apecies known in the <"olony by the name of 11pring-cl1mg, of for
midttble BSpe<"t, reared ita head as we passed with threatening aspect 
and biued, but it was destroyed by my companion, who found his 
llt.ick B<"arcely sulH<"iently heavy for it : its head was ornamented with 
a dilated skin that passed also down the aides of its neck. We were 
kindly received by Robert Ni•en, who is a young man feeling keenly 
his bereavement in the loss of an affectionate wife. A missionary so 
circumstanced in a bet1theo land is greatly to be felt for. 

16th !od mo. We are now in the territory of Um Queno, usually 
called Eno by the English, in which the custom of taking wi•es 
by force baa lately been discontinuerl, under the Divine blessing 
upon the labours of R. Niven, with Stok, the favourite and reign
ing 100 of Eno, the aged Chief. It bad previously been discontinued 
by Gaika and Botmt1, but still exists among many olher tribes, 
and is an evil of awful magnitude, especially in connexion with po
lygamy, which prevails generally among the Caffer nations. At sun
rise a ('ongregation of about eighteen Calfers and Hotteo1ots met in 
the temporary chapel, whi<"h is a large beehiYe hut, neatly seated 
with wicker forms in opposite or centri semidrcles, and with a pro
jection from the interior base, covered with cow-dung and clay. A 
little pulpit and reading-desk, ne11tly <"overed with printed-cotton, are 
opposite to the door, which is ali;o of wickerwork. At this sesson 
most of the neighbouring people are away with their cattle, in conse
quence of the drought. They are reluctant to remove to the Keis
kamma, and to lead out the WRter for irrigation. Their native indo
lence, and trust that they shall be able to get on as their fathers have 
done, appear to be the imprdimmis. The school is but small, but it 
is well conducted. One of the children is affected with a sort of aneur
ism, extending from the shoulder to the wrist of the right arm, and 
forming a large sac at the elbow. This disease has existed from 
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infancy, but is increasing. Rain in the afternoon preYented our ac
companying R. Niven to the adjacent kraals, and to visit a subsidiary 
Chief. 

17th 2nd mo. First-day. The morning was very wet, never
theless several Caffers assembled early for worship. After break
fast R. Niven resumed his visit to the adjacent kraals, of which 
there are fifteen within six miles. He usually spends abont three 
hours this way on a First-day morning, reminding the people of the 
approaching season of worship, and briefly commenting on their 
eternal interests. As the Caffers do not breakfast till about eleven 
o'clock, not milking till about ten, lest the grazing of the cattle shonld 
be interfered with at the best time of the day, and the quantity of 
milk thereby be diminished, public worship does not commence till 
twelve. Previou11ly, however, a school of catechetical character is 
held, which several adults attend. In fair weather, and when the grass 
and water are not exhausted in the neighbourhood, the congregation 
exceeds one hundred, and is sometimes twice that 1111mber. To-day 
it was reduced to forty, whom we had the privilege of addressing. 

The attendance of public worship among Caffers is perfectly volun
tary, and therefore the large number who attend in proportion to 
those who have come decidedly under the influence of the Gospel, is 
remarkable. R. Ni Yen has been at this station about two years, and 
though he has not seen any fruit to his diligent labours in the form 
of conversion, he has reason to be encouraged in the diminution that 
has taken place in the superstitious customs of the surrounding Caffers. 

18th 2nd mo. Several children not being aware that a vacation 
had commenced, came about nine miles to school, a distance from 
which they are wont to attend, and in a great measure voluntarily, 
their parents leaving them much to their own choice in the matter. 
In the afternoon R. Niven accompanied ns to Burn's Hill, a station 
of the Glasgow Missionary Society, under the direction of James 
Laing, assisted by Alexander McDarmid, a pious artizan. The 
former is a widower, the latter has a wife and children. The 
distance from Iggibiga is about eighteen miles. The low gras.<iy bills 
between are besprinkled with doom-boom, and present traces of ba
salt, as do also the intervening Debe Flats, across which the Debe, a 
feeble streamlet, flows. Basalt meets the eye in a striking form in 
the cliffs and rocks of the woody Amatola Mountains, which are 
•aried and picturesque; and near the foot of which Bum's Hill is 
situated, on the Keiskarnma River, about two miles S.E. by E. of 
Fort Cox. We left the ruins of Fort White to the east in crossing the: 
Debe Flat. There are numerous Caffer kraals in this part of tl1e 
country. The number of huts in each is small; and as is univeraally 
the case, they are placed around the cattle-kraal at a few paces, 
distance. The cattle-kraal is circular, and Ii 1ft ,,re nd with dead 
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thorns. At Burn's Hill, as usual, we met a kind reception, aad ~ 
came the guests of Jamea Laing. 

19th 2nd mo. We were present at the morning devotions in a 
neat little stone chapel that senes also as a schoolhouse. The num
ber of Caffers that attended was very small, but most of them were 
decently clothed: eleven were members of the church; but some of 
these have been admitted at other stations. Two, one of whom, by 
inheritance, was a petty Chief, a son of Gaika, have become school
teachers at places a few miles distant, but they reside on the stations, 
where they are building themselves neat cottages: they, with four
teen other Caffers, have gardens by the side of the river, where, after 
Tarious hindrancea and mortifications, the missionaries hue suc
ceeded in leading ou& the waters and fertilizing the soil by irriga
tion, to the admirationof the Caff'ers, who now seem disposed to as5iat 
in bringing it out at a higher level ; but still they are not in a 1tate 
to work at it without the stimulus of some sort of wages. There ia 
about a mile in which conaiderable difficulties are to be overcome 
before such a work can be effected. The death of Gaika impeded 
the former work about a year. For, according to the Caffer super
stitions, it would hBYe been unlucky to have continued to work near 
the place of his death, which was about a mile and a half from hence. 
As sickness and death are generally attributed by the CafFera to 
witchcraft, the:smelling-doctors charged the offence on two women, 
who were consequently precipitated from an adjacent cliff. Surely 
" the dark places of the earth are" still II full of the habitations of 
cruelty." 

The Caffer doctors, or Amaggigha, are divided into three c1asBes.. 
I. The 1melling-doctor1, who pretend to detect the operations of 
witchcrnft in calamity, disease, &c. 'l. Thi! handling-doctors, who 
administer medicine, but connect with it dancing, drumming, interro
gation, and responses, by which they pretend "to handle the disease." 
3. Doctors of medicine, who trust to pharmacy alone for the cure of 
disease. There are also persons who profess to be maker■ of rain; 
and others (called Amatota-singular, ltola) who practise augury 
by burning certain roots. If these do not consume, they pretend the 
tribe to which the ltola belongs will be 11uccesstul, andi vice versa. 
They also slaughter an ox on great oct"asions, such aa the evening 
before a fight: a portion of the animal is consumed by fire, and the 
rest eaten. This ceremony is supposed to have a secret efficacy in 
strengthening the warriors, independently of the ordinary effects of 
food. There is but one ltola among Tslambie's people, and none 
among the Gaikas. At the commencement of the last war between 
these tribes, the ltola promised the Tslambies success; but Gaika 
looked up to the sun, and exhorted his people to do the same, and 
they should be strengthened. This act of palpable idolatry, 10 far as 
the knowledge of my informant (R, Ni,en\-uoes 1 ands aolitary in 
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Caffer history. Almost the whole of the CafFer docton are of the 
Fingo nation. The following superstitions may also be here men
tioned. A man crossing a river asks its spirit's leave ; in travelling, 
be casts a atone to a heap on the left hand, and in returning, to ano
ther on the opposile side of the path, considering himself strengthened, 
he knows not how, by this process. Many of these heaps are to be 
met with, but some of them have not been added to for a long time, 
the people becoming suspicious of such practices. A man going on 
a doubtful message, knots a few blades of grass together on his path 
to render his journey propitioua. When entering a wood to hunt, 
the CaS'er asks wisdom, in regard to the object of his pursuit, of the 
elephants and tigers (leopards). 

Sutu, the reigning widow of Gaika, has her " Great Place,'' the 
title given to the kraal of a Chief, about half a mile from the Bum's 
Hill station. This station she exerted herself to preserve during 
the war, and during the absence of the missionaries, removed into 
one of their houses for this purpose ; but though the houses were 
aaved from destruction, the furniture was pilfered both by the Caf
fers and the British soldiers: some of that taken by the latter 
was found at a neighbouring military-post. We visited Sutu, and 
explained our object in coming into Caff'erland ; commended the 
Gospel to her notice, and to that of her people, and encouraged 
them to send their children to school. Sutu is quite a wild Caffer, 
of about fifty years of age, and stout ; she was reclining on a mat 
on the floor of her hut, clothed with a kaross, and bedecked with 
a few trinket,; but ahe had no rings on her arms. About half a dosen 
other persoD11, male and female, were also lolling on the floor, which 
indeed is the only place of rest, for sitting or reclining in a Caffer's 
hut, which is formed oflong grass upon a hemi~pherical framework of 
bougha. Sutu accepted graciously a handkerchief and a little tobacco. 
On returning to the station we dined and took tea with the McDarmids, 
No opportunity occurred this evening for religious communication with 
the Caffers. There was a meeting of the member, of the church, but 
we were not invited to be present. There is evidently leas openness 
to have such visitors where there is a connexion with an established 
or national church, than where the parties are free from the trammela 
of auch an inatitution. 

!Oth 2nd mo, In converaation with J. Laing, we learned that the 
CafFera of thia station, to the amount of about one hundred, did not 
engage in the late war, but went with the missionaries, and some from 
«her stations, and a few tradera who had assembled here, into the 
colony, under a military escort sent to bring them out of Caff'raria, 
They remained till the peace in the vicinity of Graham's Town, where 
the miuionaries continued to instruct them, Sutu did not command 
them to join in the war, as most other Chieftains did. Last evening 
we had an interview with Sandili, her son. who in N~wm.ority, but 
by inheritance is principal Chief on this siae''~~Ynver K'ti1: he is about 



eighteen ye:irs of agt, of medium capacity, and lame, from one of his 
legs being sm!lller than the other. Being yet uncircumcised he is 
not in power. This operation is often delayed in the case of sons of 
chiefs; but when it takes place, many of the 11ons of their pecati or 
counsellors are subjected to it at the same time. A clasp-knife 
seemed an acceptable present to him, and a handkerchief to his sister, 
a fine-looking young woman, lately returned from a visit in Tam
bookie-land, the country of her mother, who was Gaika's great wifr, 
being not of his own nation, the Amakosa, but of the Amatembu, or 
Tambookie. For this reason Sandili, in chieftainship, is superior to 
Macomo, Tyalie, and other older sons of Gaika, by mothers of infe
rior rank. This morning we also spent a little time in the school, 
which is conducted by J. Laing, who has ordinarily sixty pupils, but 
at the present season only about thirty attend, the rest being occu
pied in keeping birds from their gardens. The first class reada Caf
fer fluf'ntly and Dutch pretty well : a few also learn English. The 
mi~ionaries appear to be alive to the adv,rntages that might result 
from infant schools, both as mediums for establishing early habits of 
reflection, and of introducing a knowledge of the English language. 
A few children attend the school from Sutu's kraal. At the conclu
sion of the school we had an opportunity of addressing the pupils, 
among whom were a few adults. J. Laing was our interpreter, and 
he afterwards expressed regret that so few adults were present. 
Wherever prejudice has in any degree cloaed our way, if the parties 
with whom it existed were subsequently present at the seasons of our 
Gospel labours, their prejudices have appeared to be removed, which 
so far has been a 1<atisfaction ; nevertheless, the loss of some oppor
tunities, consequent on the prejudices of pious men, has caused us 
regret. 

Among the pious CafFers :it Burn's Hill, is one named Jacomine, 
who was one of the wives of Gaika, taken by force: she wu after
wards married, but is now a widow, and lives as a servant in the 
mi:ision family, where her conduct is said to be in a remarkable de
gree such as beeomcs the Gospel. She wears European clothing 
constantly, and has under her charge an interesting little d11ughter of 
Macomo: her own son is a fine young man, who has also adopted 
a European costume. This is a good indication, for when Christian 
principle begins to affect the minds of Caffers, they universally exhi
bit a disposition to cover themselves decently. Sandili paid us ano
ther visit at dinnertime, and partook freely of mieles and water and 
musk-melon : few of the Caffers will eat the last. The young chief 
was not invited to table, because he had only a kaross thrown over 
his shoulders. This distinction missionaries are under the necessity 
of making, and such as have wives generally carry it out to exclusion 
from their sitting-rooms, unless the Caffors be decently clothed, es
pecially where they are known to possess suitahle clothing. After 
dinner J. Laing accompanied us to Pirie~ di TA ~£ 11t eight milf-3, 
. ) d. • Th I D,g,t,zcd by f h. 
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vered wiLh cloorn-boom, past a kraal and through a steep wood, OHi' 

a portion of the Debe Flats, which are, notwithstanding the name, in 
this part undulating. Fort White, in ruins, was left on the right, and 
the path skirted a woody range of mountains. Caffer kraals are nu• 
merous in this district, which is more grassy toward Pirie, being 
favoured with rain sufficient to keep the grass green even in this dry 
season, and to render irrigation a few times in the year sufficient to 
keep vegetation active. Not far from Pirie, Wl·e crossed the bed of the 
Umquesha River, which has a few trees on its margin,aod is celebrated 
as the place where a military officer named Bailey, and upwards of 
twenty Hottentots, were cut off by the Caffers in the late war. Bailey 
was a local preacher among the W esleyans, and he kept up the forms 
of religion so as to obtain the name of the praying captain; but he 10 far 
mistook the nature of the Gospel, which breathes " Peace on earth 
good will to men," as well as " glory to God in the highest," that he 
voluntarily entered the army. There is however grountl to believe 
be felt doubts of the propriety of the step he had taken, an.i had 
some apprehension that he should fall, if not by the sword, yet in the 
battle. Pirie is situated on a branch of the Buffalo River, and is 
one of the places where L>r. Vaoderkemp laboured for a season. 
There are now upwards of forty kraals or villages within three miles 
of the dwelling of the mission family, a plain house of unhewn basalt, 
into which we were kindly welcomed by Jno. and Allen Rosa, worthy 
Scotch people, with four chiltlren of their own, and performing the 
part of foster-parents to the motherless son of J. Laing. They 
belong to the Glasgow Missionary Society. 

21st 2ntl mo. At an early hour a devotional ■ervice took place 
in a little mud-walled chapel adjacent to the mission-house; and in 
the forenoon, school was held in the same place. Planks laid on the 
floor serve for seats. The attendance on both occasions was ■mall, 
from the prevailing cause at this season, the watching of the gardens, 
in which the Caffer and Indian corn are no"' ripening. There is a 
native teacher here, who, as well as his daughter, is a pupil in the 
school. Adjacent to the chapel is a piece of ground, once a Caffer 
cattle kraal, and in which are still to be seen the traces of the subter
ranean granaries, which are made in such stations that they may be 
easily protected from robbery. The openings at the top are just suf
ficient to admit a man. When these pits are filled, they are closed by 
means of a flat stone, which is covered carefully with earth, so as to 
exclude dirt and moisture; below they are scooped out 110 u to hold 
six to eight bushels of grain each, which acquires an unpleasant 
taste, and will not vegetate after being kept in these places. The 
number of these granaries in a kraal is sometimes considerable. It 
is notorious that, before the war, when commandoes or patroles came 
into Caffraria in search of stolen cattle, they frequently robbetl the 
Caffers of their hoardetl grain to feed themseJ\!e_! anti their horses. 

Christian intloenre has diminished mail'y'tfv'il\,'bb fs~'ltraria is still a 



heathen land: the proportion of the people who have become Christias 
.is very small, and till the Caffers become converted, they are like other 
unregeneratl' people : the corrupt tree bringeth forth nil fruit. Al
though the corruptions of human nature are modified by circumataaces, 
yet all nations prove that the tree must be made good before tbe fruit 
can become good. The authority of chiefs among some of the Caff'er 
tribes is not very complete. In many instances the Commandoe of 
Macomo and Sutu have been turned back by inferior chiefs, when 
the former have sent to seize their cattle, the common punishment of 
offences in Caffraria, and skirmishes on such occuions take place 
almost every year. A short time since one occurred in thi■ imme
diate neighbourhood, arising out of the question of the comparative 
authority of a certain Chief, and of a man far advanced in years, who 
had gained an influence by intelligence, and in which cue a Com
mam:lo of Sutu was repulsed. On these occuions there ia, howe.-er, 
,eJJom mnch losa of life. Some of the Amak:osa Caffen lately joined 
a party of Tambookie■, and made an incursion on the Titcani. bat 
were repulsed with loss. The Amakosa Caffera went out against 
the wish of their Chiefs, and consequently every family which had 
suffered one of its members to go, the offence being prond by the 
party losing his life, wu fined. Every pretext for fining seems to be 
laid hold of; it is even extended to the man whose wife dies if he do 
not bury her clothes with her, and burn down the hut in which she 
died, also those of his other wives, and retreat alone into the wood■ 
for aboMt ten days, and afterwards erect a dwelling in another place. 
At the missionary institutions the people are in some measure pro
tected from these customs ; and at Pirie a man h11& been persuaded to 
leave the hut undisturbed in which hi■ wife died; he has however 
erected another for himself and children at a short di■tance, and con
Terted the old one into a calf-house. Each wife has a aeparate hut 
and a separate garden. The common size of a Caffer hut is twelve feet 
diameter, and seven feet in height, but those of the Chiefs are much 
larger; they are built by the women, who take about three days for 
the purpose; their form is a depressed hemisphere. Near the hut is 
sometimes erected a sort of safe, for the prese"ation of pumpkins, 
in which Indian ~orn is also occasionally stored. It ia made of 
eticks inten•oun in beehive form, and plastered with cow-dung, and 
is placed on stakN about four feet high, to protect the CODtentl from 
damp, inaects, and other vermin. 

Hnd tnd mo. About twenty persons assembled in the chapel 
after the 11chool this morning, whom we addressed through the me
dium of Brice Rosa, the eldest son of the misaionary. Though very 
yoU11g for the offire, he was a good intel'preter, and where he was at a 
loss for a word his father supplied him. In the afternoon we took leave 
of the family at Pirie, and proceeded to King William'• Tonna, on the 
Buffalo River. The road laid over low hjlls, wbi 9,.~c;:!lme drier and 
more covered with doom-boom as weappr-clle hlp~l,I&: thedisumce 
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about twel'f8 milfl E. and by N. King William'• Town; on Bull'alo 
River, ia a station of the London MiasioDAry Society: it baa the as. 
pect of a little town. Several of the houses are yet standing that 
were erected by the English during the period this part of Caffraria 
was in their possession, when King William's Town was their head
quarters. At that period there were nearly 1,000 British in it, a 
very large majority of whom. it is said, were living in a state of 
adultery or concubinage. Such waa their example to the Calfers I 
Perhaps the plan of thus occupying the country was frustrated in 
consequence of their wickedness, which would have been a curse to 
the Caffer nation. The house occupied by John Brownlee, the mis
sionary, was burnt by the Caffera after he left it. Colonel Smith took 
possession of it, repaired it, and added to it, arguing against J. 
Brownlee'• claim to the site and materials, that it was taken in war 
from an enemy! In the overruling of the Most High, it baa, how
ever, been restored to its worthy owner and his family, with the addi
tion of Colonel Smith's improvements. Two of the other hou1es are 
occupied by traders, and a third by a family connected with one of 
them. One is also occupied by John Tzatzoe, the Chief, one by his 
aged father and uncle, one is used as a chapel,another 8ll a school-room, 
and others are now residences of some Calfer families. Much of the 
evening was spent in hearing details of the late war, and of the trials 
and merciful preservation of the mission family, who acted upon pa• 
cific principles, and long retllined possession of their house; and when 
they considered it unsafe to remain at the station longer, they did 
not go into the colony for protection, but went with 11 part of the 
people, to a place on the coast near the Becka, and there remained 
till the peace. There was a devotional service in the chapel in the 
evening, at which about sixty persons were present, several of whom 
were strangers, such as frequently visit the settlement to barter gum 
anibic (obtained from the doorn-boom) and hides with the traders. 
I allowed the company to separate without asking leave to address 
ihem, fearing to speak without right authority, and giYing way to 
doubting, for which I afterwards felt condemned. 

28rd 2nd mo, At the conclusion of the morning devotions in the 
chapel. I obtained leave to address the company present, and John 
Tzatzoe interpreted. The opportunity was relieving to the exercise 
of my mind. After breakfast we rode with John Brownlee and J. 
Tzatzoe to see the place where a cut is commenced to lead out the 
waten of the river for irrigation. It is an arduous undertaking, 
many pieces of basaltic rock having to be broken up by burning to 
clear the way. We saw a young kaimon swimming in the river, of 
a apeciea that attains to four feet in length. Larger species are abun
dant in some of the rivers ahout Port Natal and north from that 
place. The traffic between King William'• Town and the colony is 
cooaiderable ; three waggona a week . are me,~w, " despatched to 
Graham'• Town with gum and hidei;9"aG; of'lai'ter time, a coarse 



1ort of aillc hos also· been extensively collected, but bow far it will 
answer has not yet been ascertained. The cocoons are found adher
ing to the doorn-boom, and are coated with a sort of glue, which is 
removed by boiling : the silk then reiiembles fine wool, and by card
ing may be manufactured as spun silk. On returning from our ride 
we found Charles Brownlee and Richard Birt, also Dr. Adams, an 
American missionary, who is returning to Port Natal to see if any 
arrangement can be made there for future usefulness. In the evening 
I called on J. Tzatzoe at his own house, and was introduced to his 
wife, who is a Hottentot, and was brought up at Bethelsdorp. I was 
comforted while sitting a short time with J. Tzatzoe in feeling a nr, 
perceptible sense of the love of our Heavenly Father uniting our 
hearts in gospel fellowship, though no words were spoken on the oc
casion. I afterwards accompanied J. Tzatzoe in a visit to his•~ 
father and uncle, whom I had particularly expressed a wish to see. 
They were living in a neighbouring cottage, but in true Caffer style, 
seated on a mud floor, with carosses thrown loosely around them : 
they had a little fire in the middle of the floor, the smoke of which 
dispersed itself above their heads, and were smoking tobacco : age 
appeared to have reduced them to a state of second childhood. To 
an English eye they wore the aspect of abject poverty. J. Tzatzoe's 
own house is sparingly furnished : hi~ eldest son and most of his 
family connexions are regular Caffers: he is much to be sympathized 
with as a Christian so circumstanced. 

24th !nd mo. (Fin1t-day.) In the forenoon an adult school wu 
held with about one hundred and fifty pupils. Many of them were 
very decently attired in European clotbin~ and the whole were re
markably clean to be Caff'ers. The company was nine in number. About 
one o'clock the Caffers, to the amount of upwards of two hundred, as
sembled again, and we had an opportunity of addressing them through 
the medium of Charles Brownlee. I addressed some further religious 
counsel to them, and G. W. W. gave utterance to prayer. I bad 
some satisfactory conversation with Dr. Adams, who is a man dedi
cated io heart to the Lord. 

!5th !nd mo. The school held daily at Butfalo River is chieffy 
of adults, but little has yet been effected here in regard to chil
dren above the age for infant-school tuition. The infant school 
is not thought to be efficiently conducted; but so far as regards a few 
of the early lessons, had I closed my eyes, I should scarcely hne 
Jcnown that I was not in an English school. The pupils, about fifty in 
number, seated oo stones around the room, spoke much better Eng
lish than their mistress, who is a daughter of J. Tzatzoe, and bad 
but a short training for her service at Bethelsdorp. When she gave 
out the lessons, or asked questions, the little Caft'en repeated or 
answered in the English of J. Brownlee~• x~un@c1 -1JjJ r.en, who wen 
pupils in the school. There is an extefi';;;,JY influefi'ce io favour of 
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Christianity among the Caffers living around King William's Town; 
Religious meetings are held, and schools are taught at two or more 
adjacent kraals. John Tzatzoe and two other natives are employed 
as teachers. There are sixteen members of the church and more 
than that number of candidates. 

In &he course of the forenoon we took leave of our friends at Buffalo 
River,andset out for Bethel, distant about twenty-six miles. The route 
was at first over some dry, grassy hills, succeeded by a verdant undu
lating country, full of Caffer kraals; and in which, notwithstanding the 
river Scimigba was not running, the numerous gardens or little corn
grounds on the plains by its sides were flourishing with ripening crops 
of 1 ndian and Caffer corn. In this district a large species of swallow, 
with much white about the tail, was numerous; probably attracted by 
small flies, resembling the common house-fly of England, but only half 
the size, yet much more irritating, which abound about the kraals, and 
are so teasini, as they settle in swarms upon the face, as often to indnce 
the Europeans to wear veils. As we passed along, every here and there 
a Caffer came running down the hills Lo meet 1111, and after extending 
his hand for that of 1he stranger, and not unfrequently before, said, 
0 Basella," i. e. a present, to which he added," Towak," or made signs 
that he wan1ed tobacco. We received them cheerfully, but let their 
requests pass as if not understood, for we could not enter into con
versation with them on the impracticability of carrying such a stock 
of tobacco as to supply their requests, notwithstanding a very small 
piece satisfies them. Their common salutation on meeting each 
other is Hasella, and he who utters it first is considered as having 
foreclosed the right of the other to ask from him a gift. Their ap
plications are so frequently made in vain, that they seldom show 
21igns of disappointment at not receiving anything. Some of the mis
sionaries do not take tobacco with them, not wishing to countenance 
its use; but from the slate of society amongst these uncivilized 
tribes, and the universality of the practice of smoking among them, 
the time for discountenancing it does not yet seem to have arrived; 
we therefore have not abstained from rewarding little services with it, 
or occasionally from making little presents of it. When we halted 
and off-saddled for about half an hour, about twenty of the natives 
a.s11embled to gaze with curiosity upon the strangers, and to aitk pre
sents. Our Caffer guide had a long conversation with them, but 
they doubted his being one of their nation, as he was dressed like a 
European, until he had answered many questions, and they had exa
mined the form of his heacl. Soon after resuming our journey we 
met three Caffcrs on horseback, one of whom was armed with a gun, 
and another had on a leopard-skin kaross, and was therefore recog
nized as a Chief. The usual salutation of shaking hands having taken 
place, we ascertained the latter to be Umhala, a son of the late 
T"slambi, anti a principal Chief of that family. On being presented 
with half a fig of tobacco, (a piece twisted a. out I r;ee inches long, 
&nd as thick as a man's thumb,) he signlff~dY tti'a'tl ·t ~s not enou"h, 

I) 
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but 1eemed contented with another piece of 1imilar 1ise in addition. 
After 1ome coo'feraation BI to who we were, and the object of our 
•isit to Caffraria, he expressed himself pleased, and said be had 
sent his sons to the missionary station (Wesleyan) at Mount Coke; 
he signified a wish for a present of remembrance, and received a 
clasp-knife with evident satisfaction. The Caffers are not only very 
free beggars, but it is the custom of their country to "gi'fe to him 
that asketh" to such an extent as to admit of the idle living upon the 
industrious, and often to occasion a man's wife and children to go 10 

work in the garden hungry that the begging stranger may be supplied. 
This, however, they now begin to see is not good in practice, !lnd 
many of them dispose of some of their surplus produce to traders. 
Our vray now lay up a steep mountain, from the top of which there 
waa an extensive,.view over a grassy country interspersed with woods. 
On the more elevated country the grass was long ancl sour. In 
some places the people were burning it off in order to obtain a 
tender blade, and the atmosphere was loaded witb smoke. Descend
ing gradually toward the foot and point of an elevated range of 
mountains, we came upon the' Kabousi river,just as a heavy thunder
rain commenced, and following up the river, which is small, but 
clear and flowing, and striking off at one of its branches-the Cuma
kale-we came to Bethel, where ,.,.e met a very cordial reception 
from Ludwig Doehne, and were glad of the shelter from the storm, 
which his comfortable and remarkably neat cottage afforded. It is 
of sods and plastered, and, as well as several outbuildings, is the 
work of his own hands. The wife of L. Doehne is yet a sojourner 
at G. T. Kayzer's for the recovery of her health. 

26th 2nd mo. The day was so wet as to confine us to the house. 
In the forenoon Julius Schuldheis arrived from Stemba, another sta• 
tion of the Berlin Missionary Society, where he is just commencing 
bis labours. Most of the Caffers about Bethel are rich in cattle: 
many of them are counsellors of neighbouring chiefs. Few of them 
seem yet to have come under the intiuence of the Gospel, but the in
dustrious example of their missionary has induced most of the men 
to work in their gnrdens,, which were formerly cultivated solely by 
the women. A fow persons have become attached to the institution, 
one of whom was at first inimical to the doctrines of the Gospel,because 
by them he was so powerfully condemned ; but by being faithfully 
dealt with, he bowed under his convictions: be has now be,:ome help
ful to L. Doehne .in various ways. 

27th 2nd mo. The rain having abated, J. Sehuldheis returned 
to Stemba, whither a few hours ali.cr we followed, accompanied by L. 
Doehne. The distance is about ten miles, over an elevated gnu,sy 
country, intersected by many footpaths from one Caffer kraal to ano
ther, and perforated by anteaters, which ma e•~ e J large as those 
of fo.11,n: These holes are dangerous 0fl:l'°&~rsebac\ travellers, being 
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generally concealed in the grass, which is often most luxuriant, 
around them. Stemba is on the south side of the Kabousi, among 
U mhalas Caffers. The missionary and his assistant are at present 
chiefly occupied in erecting a house; they are living in poor Caffer 
huts, and the latter is suffering severely from rheumatism, which has 
been much aggravated by working among wet clay on his hands and 
knees, in making bricks ; they are both single men. We took tea 
and spent about two hours with them in l'Onversation, and then re• 
turned to Bethel. There are yet few Caffers at Steml>a. Mission• 
aries may put up with the privations to which they are exposed, 
especially in founding new stations, with comparative ease, if they Le 
favoured with health; but in sickness their trials are really great, 
and claim the sympathy of Christians more favourably situated, 
Want of experience, both in things temporal and spiritual, is often 
an impediment al~o to their work ; and some, not seeing their own 
deficiency in this respect, do not avail themselves of the benefit they 
might derive from that of others in the degree that is desirable. A 
grey-headed old Caffer was at Bethany this morning, who was rich 
in cattle a year ago, and was a great counsellor, but he was pitched 
upon as having exercised witchcraft, and, to use a Caffer phrase, was 
'eaten up;' that is, had all his cattle seized; but he was not sub
jected also to torture, as is commonly the case in addition, by burning 
with hot stones laid on tender parts : but his son and a third person 
were tortured for eight hours by the biting of black ante. These 
insects are brought out of the woods in bags for the purpose, and are 
turned out upon the naked bodies of the parties, who are made fast 
upon the ground, with their arms and legs extended ; and occasion
ally water is sprinkled among the ants to make them bite more keenly. 
Confession of guilt is thus often extorted from innocent persons, 
who confess to escape further suffering. A missionary told us thal 
he knew an instance of a man dying a martyr to truth, when thus 
tortured, boldly asserting his innocence to the last. The old mao 
first alluded to has sown much Indian and Caffer corn this year to. 
make up his losll, and has obtained a few cattle from his friends by 
begging, which is customary in such cases. One man residing on a 
neighbouring mountain will not keep cattle, lest the Chiefs should be 
tempted to make out R case against him also, through the medium 
of one of their smelling doctors. But sometimes a chief will seize 
cattle under no better pretext than that his son has become a man,. 
and must therefore have a kraal of his own. Darkness 1md oppres
sion go hand in hand, 

28th 2nd mo. Rain having fallen yesterday so as to wet our 
saddles, &c. we availed ourselves of the fine weather to get them dry, 
and remained during the day with our hospitable and pions friend L. 
Docbne, Before the sun was well up, the white ants, which abound 
here as well as in many other parts of Africa, ,ere at ~ork, making 
~ditiona to their numerous hillock,, wiflid "w'hi~ seeopen grauy, 



cbuntry is thickly studded. These hillocks are from two to three 
feet in diameter, and a footand a halfbigh,sometimesalsoexc:eeding 
these dimensions. They are added to by superfil·ial patches, occu
pying from one-sixth to one-third of 1he surface at a time. The anti 
take advantage of the moist slate of the ground, after rain or heuy 
dews, and working from within, erect innumerable irregular pillars o( 
minute pellicles of earth (probably the crust of the former surface,) 
and having raised these about three-quarters of an inch, they grow 
them over with the same material till the whole forms one unbroken 
surface, a little undulating. By the combined efforts of myriads of 
Jahourers, they had covered in the whole of their new work by eight 
o'clock in the morning, except in a few instances, and the sun then 
becoming hot, the work was abandoned. At first their work "·as 
brittle, but by exposure to the sun it soon became firm. In the 
course of a few days it was too strong to be broken by the foot. 
During the rain the air has been filled with ephemera. Crabs are 
very common in the freshwater stream lets of South A (rica: they have 
short antenna!, and are three to five inches acro~s. I saw a large 
one tliis morning on the bank of the lcimigha, and a few days ago, 
one a hundred yards from the bank of the Iggibigha. 

At breakfast J. L. Doehne gave us the following account ofan oc
currence that took place when he had been only about six weeks in this 
neighbourhood, and was residing near to Gacela, the Chief among whose 
people he is labouring, and who was an adopted son of a wife of the late 
Tslambie. J. L. Doehne saw Gacela and his men from his own hut 
making a warlike movement, on which he went to the chief and in
quired the cause. Many reasons were 1tiven, and among them, that 
a man who hall formerly been with another Chief, from whom he had 
fled into Tambookie-land, in consequence of having killed some per
son, had subsequently come into this pal't of the country, and joint>d 
himself to Gacela, from whom he lived at some distance, at a place 
where he had many cattle, some of which it was supposed he had 
stolen; that this man had gone to Umhala, and remained with him 
certain days, in the course of which Gacela had gone to the man's 
kraal and swept off all his cattle, snd that on this account Umhala 
was angry. J. L. Doehne offered to go wirh Gacela to Umhala to 
plend with him, but Gacela said he should die if he went. J. L. 
Doehne inquired Gacela's reason for thinking this would be the case, 
and was informed that Umhala had got a doctor at his kraal, who 
had brought certain hirds, and that as soon as he shonld see them 
he should die. He assured Garcia this was a delusion ; that he was 
himself but a man, hut he neither feared the doctor nor his birds, 
which were a kind of hawks. Gaccla was n·ow angry with Doehne's 
interference, and told him that he was only the missionary but 
that himself was the captain. After this Doehne returned to his 
hut, having first witnessed the incantations used "previous to war. 
The !old!ers had their bodies_ n~kc~, ,~~~~'ve}'Aolllf has a pair of 
nanu wmgii mounted upon b11 neact·.9 THe uocto'r had a leopard'~ 



akin 1Vrapped nround his Joins, and another around his 1houlders, the 
fur side out and tails on, and quagga skins and tails twisted around his 
orms, so as to throw the hair erect; and co1v, quagga, and others tail 
so disposed as to give ample breadth to his whole 1,ody: his head 
was surmounted by a hyena skin; his face black, and forehead spot
ted with red and white, and bound about with a string of leopard's 
teeth, &c., such as is commonly worn as a necklace Ly the Caffers. 
Thus attired he roasted some roots in an iron pot, through the smoke 
of which the soldiers approached him to encircle him as he took a 
vessel of water, looked into it, and drank, and then handed it to 
them to drink all round; they then returned into the smoke from the 
pot, in which they turned themselves, and they put their aasagais, or 
spears, the heads of which are of iron, and are manufactured by their 
own smiths, into the pot among the smoke. After this they walked 
out, and the doctor danced around the Chief, twisting his body and 
limbs in all directions. Thus the doctor professed to strengthen tbe 
soldiers for war. Two days after this occurrence two messengers 
arrived at Gacela's kraal, with information that U mhala was going to 
make war upon Gacela. Thi~ made Gacela afraid, and he sent for 
J. L. Doehne, who refused to go till Gacela sent for him a third time. 
On arriving he pressed Doehne to go to Umhala, but was still 
unwilling to go himself. At length Doehne consented, condi
tionally, that one of the chief counsellors should attend him, and 
that they should be furnished with Gace\a's hor~es. Doehne had 
previously refused to see or communicate with Umhala's messengers 
as they were strangers in whom he had no confidence, and who 
might pervert his words. On arriving at his kraal, he expostulated 
with that Chief on the impropriety of acting contrary to their own 
Jaws, by which, though the man who was the subject of their quarrel 
11hould have remained six days at his kraal, and milked his cows, and 
~hus made himself one of his sul!jects, it was nevertheless lawful for 
the Chief he was forsaking to take his cattle even in flight to the 
Chief to whom the man had attachP.d himself; and in this case Ga
ccla had only taken them at the m11n's own kraal before he had driven 
them out to go to Umhala's. At the same time Doehne made a 
remark upon the bad character of many of their laws, and expressed 
a wish that they would destroy them themselves, for he was not wish
ing to interfere with their privileges, notwithstanding he thought they 
a;hould act upon their own laws till they altered them. Umhala ad
mitted the soundness of the argument, but said the man was poor, 
and he wished Gacela to return the cattle. Doehne said this was 
reasonable, and that he would propose it to Gacela, who readily com
plied, so far as the cattle had not already been killed and eatrn, which 
had been the case with eight. Thus peace was preserved between 
these two Chiefs, who in a short time were good friends again. 

A case now exists in which J. L. Doehne expostulated with a doctor 
on the iniquity of having charged some peopJe at a neighbouring kraal 
l"ith having bewitched a co11nsellor,cwh01 m'ad h\ijlself ill by attending 
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a dance, on the occasion of Umhala taking another wife. The peop'le 
of the kraal, however, fearing that thE>ir cattle might be seized, took 
advantage of the late rain, and went off with them in the night. The 
rain obliterates the track of the cattle, on which they would other
wise be pursued. About noon a fe\V Caffcrs from the neighbouring 
kraals assemf.iled in the little chapel which J. L. Doehne has erected, 
and through his medium and that of Henderiek Nonka, we addressed 
them on the advantages of attending to the instruction which their 
missionary is desirous of communicating, both in regard to temporal 
and spiritual suhjects, adding a few words on the fundamental doc
trines of the Gospel. On these subjects Doehne is accustomed 
to convey instruction in the form of familiar conversation, as well as 
by prenching, and the Caffers will sit to li~ten for hours; they also 
join him in work, Lut for this he always makes them some return. 
We do not consider II. Nooka sufficit•ntlv under the influence of the 
Gospel himself to act 11s interpreter on (eligious suhjects, but J. L. 
Doehne wished him to do his best on this Ol'Casion, and sat by and 
helped him out. Gaecln seems to be one of the most reasonable of 
the Caflr.r Chiefs; his own residence is about twelve miles from 
Bethel, which he has given to the missionary : he has also told the people 
that if they want ga1 dens under the water-ditch they must ask them 
of Doehne, of whom he should ask one if he wanted it himself; 
11nd he has ordered that no person shall fix a kraal without le!lve from 
Doehne, on such land as is capalile of being brought under the 
influence of irrigation at the station. Doehuc has freely pointed 
out to Gaccla anything that he has seen wrong in his conduct from 
first being with him, urging this as a duty he owed to the Chief, and 
inviting the Chief to do the same to himself. This has sometimP.S 
been hard for Gacela to hear, but he has acknowledged its propriety, 
and has shown himself very \\'Cl! <lisposeu in regard to the objects of 
the mission, which J. L. Dochne hopes to be able to carry out much 
further, both in regard to the tcm1,ornl and spiritual instruction of 
the Caffcrs. At tlie time J. L. Doehne commenced his studies 
in the missionary institution nt BPrlin, John Gosncr was one of the 
directors; but he subsequently withdrew, not appro\·ing of the course 
nf study pursued, and took a number of pious mechanics, to whom 
he gave a plain practical education, to prepare them for missionary 
work. Subsequently to Gosnr.r's ~eparation from the Society. 
Doehne frequently resorted to his house for the purpose of being 
present on devotional occasions. These usually were commenced by 
reading a portion of Scripture, after which the company spent about 
half an hour in silence, unless Gosner engaged in exhortation or 
vor.al prayer, which was not unfreqnently the case. Doehne 
says a state of great excitement and activity on religious subjects 
prevailed among the pious in Berlin ; but th~t he found his own 
soul's welfare wa.• not so much promoted by joining with it as by 
spending more time in retirement before the Lord. By occupying a 
few months at a missionary station, atuclyJgg1 ~ff~ . (~e commen-



cing his labo11rs, he gained a grP&t advantage: he now takes the 
German Bible and reads it into Caffer. 

1st Srd mo. At an early hour we set out for the Wesleyan sta
tion at Buttertl'ort/1, accompanied by a guide from Bethel, in addi
tion to our own two men; but our new guide only knew a portion of 
the road to the Ford of the Kei, which we were recommended to 
take. This man, named Hermanes, could apeak a little both of Eng
lish and Dutch : he took us to a kraal ( several of which we passed,) 
where he inquired for another guide. The Caffers are very deliberate 
in their movements. After about half-an-hour's conversation, the 
head man of the kraal concluded to go with \18 to the ford; and some 
boys were sent to look for his horses, which in an hour and a half 
more were found and brought in. In the meantime our own were 
browsing, and the people of the kraal were assembled around us on 
the gl'888y slope on which we had stationed our11elves, and were amus
ing themselves by making inquiries and remarks, and by smoking 
tobacco, which they begued for the purpose. The head man brought 
us a large basket of delicious sour milk, and a half calabash to drink 
it out of. It was just their breakfast-time, being about eleven o'clock. 
They only make two meals a day. A milk-~ack of oblong form, made 
of cow-skin, the flesh-side out, and having the hair carefully removed, 
was lying at the door of one of the huts as we passed, It was about 
four feet long and three wide, and had a neck at one corner, for the 
admission and discharge of the precious beverage, which undergoes 
a slight fermentation, and would burst a less elastic vessel if closely 
atopped. The number of these sacks at a kraal depends upon the 
population and their wealth in cattle: they are placed under the charge 
of one man, who opens them only at milking-times, viz. at eleven 
o"dock in the forenoon, and soon after sunset, at which times the 
Caffers take their meals. These often consist solely of sour milk, 
which must be l·ery wholesome, from the fine athletic frames of the 
people brought up upon it. In the autumn and winter they live much 
on Caffer corn, and only occasionally cat animal food. Pumpkins 
and C11ffer melons al5o form considerable items in their summer diet ; 
the latter resemble the water-melon in appearance, and also in the 
plant that bears them, but they require to lie roasted or boiled. 

These people rarely use salt, and they are universally affected with 
tspe-worm, which they destroy by using the roots of a fern, and also 
of an oxalis, as well as some other plants. The head man of this kraal 
aeemed to be a prominent character : his figure was unusually fine, 
his head well developed: he wore a large number of brass rings around 
his right arm, encasing it from the wrist to the elbow ; an uncommon 
ornament for a man ; three cylindriC11l band;i of brass rings encircled 
his loins, and he wore also another ornamenl of similar structure half 
a yard long. A sheep-skin formed his saddle. When riding he co
vered himself with a kaross, being, as is ~~~e~,o • --i9-t ,:. ~m weather, 
naked when about home, and he took, ac'l!Btl.lfog Yo i*e common cus-



tom of his country, a ■mall bundle of assagaia in his hand. Another 
man, but of humbler equipage, accompanied him. In the counie of 
the journey we passed two youths attending cattle who had been 
lately circumcised, and who were whitewashed from head to foot. 
After wearing the white clay a few months it is washed off, and they 
are admitted to the rank of men. As we approached the Kei, the 
country became mountainous, and was intersected by deep ravines, 
The descent to the river by this track is very rocky and steep. Oo 
coming to the top, which was also full of large thick bushes, our extra 
guides signified that they wished to return, and we paid the head man, 
according to agreement, a knife and a piece of tobacco, and gave the 
other a dozen buttons, which in Calfraria are equal in value to three
pence, he having come of his own accord; but with these he was dis
satisfied, and wanted the same a■ the other; with this however we 
only complied in regard to the tobacco, and they both returned. 
Soon after they left we met a party of three OD horseback, who gave 
us the unwelcome intelligence that the river wa!I too much swollen by 
the late rains to be crossed ; and this, after toiling over the rocky 
ground, we found was actually the case. Several cattle-kraals and 
huts formed of bushes were remaining on the flat ground at the foot 
of the mountain, that had been erected by persons detained by the 
river, and we concluded to occupy one of them, which one of our at
tendants immediately prepared, and to wait for the morning. After 
eating a little gum collected from the acacias that border the river, 
we compased ourselves to rest. 

!nd Srd mo. The night was spent pretty comfortably, but morning 
showed the river still too full to be crossed. We were unwilling, un
less absolutely compelled, to take our horses again over the rocky 
ground we had crossed. I collected a little more gum, of which 
however my dear companion could not partake, and which is not 
easily digested unless first dissolved in the mouth, and we sent Hend
rick hack to the kraal of U mboni, a relative of the late H inza, with a 
present of tobacco, and a promise of a knife if he would send us some 
milk and assistanre to ford the river. The day was excessively hot, 
and we were very faint from hunger. I ventured to est a roasted 
grasshopper, a few roots of an orchideous plant, and a little wood
aorrel, yet this was not sufficient to recruit my 11trength. To ride 
up the mountain seemed impracticable, and we were too weak to at
tempt walking. I never felt more the importance of the prayer, 
"Give us this day our daily bread," nor the comfort of having my 
trust in the Lord for supplies. When seeking gum among the aca
cias, which by the side of the river become considerable trees, I found 
a small snake, living, and able to attempt defending itself, which i11 
striving to pa811 a mass of half-dried gum had stuck fast in it. Many 
?f t~ese ascend the trees in search of eggs, and the birds, directed by 
mstmct, make their nests at the extremities of I ender boyghs on which 
the sn1kes cannot travel. Here I aaw9''6t'sf -n lLm'utiful scarlet• 
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flowered climber, tecoma capensis, in blouom : it is •ery abundant 
in bushy places in Caffraria. On the banks of this river and in woods 
generally toward the east coast, an angular spinous-stemmed eu
phorbia, destitate ofleaves, except very minute ones on the extremities 
of the young branches, becomes a eonsiderable tree. 

About two o'clock we descried f6lur men descending the mountain: 
Hendrick had found favour in the eyes of the Chief, who inquired why 
we did not return and sleep at his kraal; he sent us two baskets of milk, 
and three stout yotmg men to assist us in crossing the river. After 
partaking of the milk, I was for a time fainter than before ; but as on 
inquiry as to the reason the men did not go to examine the fords, I was 
told they waited for my companion or myself to accompany them, I 
made an effort, and while they went into the wa1er in two places that 
proved too deep, I lay upon the ground, under the shade of the trees, 
and recovered strength. The third ford being about half a mile dis
tant, we had the horses saddled, intending now to return to U mboni's 
kraal, in case the river should prove impassable in this place. We 
had now three naked Caffers riding on our spare horses, without 
saddles; and one of them-an expert swimmer-rode boldly into 
the river, and crossed safely, the current being just such as a horse 
on the point of swimming could stem. Leaving the horse, he re
turned swimming like a dog, and taking a pair of saddlebags on his 
shoulrlers, to keep them dry, he mounted another horse, and brought 
him also safely aver. Hendrick followed with the other b11gs, and 
Habul with the rest of the luggage, and ,,-e also, attended by another 
of the Cnffers, and all were favoured to reach the opposite shore with
out accident. Our cheerful assistants returned, greatly gratified wiLh 
the rewards of a cotton handkerchief and a little piece of tobarco each; 
and the man that exerted himself most had in addi~ion a steel for 
striking fire. The knife for the Chief was also accompanied by a 
handkerchief and a piece of tobacco, as Hendrick informed us, that, 
according to their custom, he would take possession of the things 
given to his men unless he were supplied with similar articles. 

We had now another steep mountain to pass, on which a few Caffers 
were feeding their cattle, and missing the way in descending it, we got 
into an intricate rocky bush that detained us till after sunset : we 
therefore concluded to endeavour to reach an adjacent kraal, and to 
claim Caffer hospitality. Just as we came upon acircuitousand diffi
cult path, we were joined, providentially, by two Caffers, who guided 
as through its mazes, and brought us as it became dark to the plate 
for which we were aiming. Here we were received by one of the 
Amapekati, or counsellors, who was the head-man of the kraal, and 
who, as well as his brother from a contiguous kraal, wore a kaross of 
leopard-skin : he appropriated a hut to our use, in which our luggage 
was placed, the evening being too warm to allow us to occupy it per
sonally, and he sent us some sweet milk, and as soon as the sour was 
ready, a basket was brought that wouJde,h!i>1fd:ctlit r four gallons, 
and another that would contain about half that quantity from the 
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brother's kraal. The young men who brought them drank 6rst, to 
prove that it was not poisoned, then the Pecati himself; the basket 
with a calabash to drink out of was then set be(ore me, and after 1 
had drunk, it was successively handed to G. W. Walker, and our two 
men, and a quaotity poured into the sweet milk that remained, in 
order to supply an early meal in the morning, -and the residue wu 
given to the young man who brought it. The smaller basket W1S 

retained for the counsellor and his brother, and some others who had 
seated themselves near, and were smoking and asking many question,. 
About oine o'clock our host sent for his four wives, who sat down be
hind him, and joined the company in smoking. When the milk rt
past wss finished, a large goat was brought and presented to me, 
with the information that when greet men travelled in this country, 
it was customary to slay for them ; had the kraal belonged to a Chief 
a bullock would have been presented. I acknowledged the kindness, 
and told our host that we admired their hospitRlity, but that both 
ourselves and our men had been amply refreshed with the milk, and 
we therefore wished him to keep the goat for himself and his people. 

While engaged in conversetion,a meteor like a sky-rocket shot across 
the heavens; its heed being about the size of a child'1 ball, and its 
tail tweoty degrees long. The Pakati inquired why the stars fell 
from heaven in that way? We informed him that they were oot 
real stars, as he might ascertsin by obser~ing that these were always 
in their wonted places, but that streams of inBammable matter caught 
tire in the atmosphere, and burning rapidly appeared like stars falling. 
The Caffers are said not to be inquisitive, but this was not the case 
with our host, and I suspect that the reason they are looked upon as 
dull in thi11 respect is, that they are utter strangers to most thir.gs 
upon which a European would inquire; and few persons take pai111 
to give them such information as shall elicit further inquiry. Among 
the various subjects upon which conversatioo turned, were those of 
ei.cr..,el importance; but ,as Hendrick was our only interpreter, •e 
could do little more than convey the impression that they were or 
paramount value with ourselves, and that we hoped they might be
come so with him and his people. On our signifying at ten o'clock 
that we hoped our host would excuse our going to rest, as we were 
fatigued, the company dispened without ceremony. 

Srd Srd mo. (First-day.) Before sunrise we prepared for pursuing 
our journey, and according to agreement our host came to recei,e 
his present, a blue handkerchief and a Genadendal knife: his joy at 
the latter article quite agitated his hand, and Ii remark betokened 
how acceptable it was. These people are far from the track of tra
•ellers and traders. The brother of our host accompanied by a ser
vant on horseback, accompanied us for about two hours. When we 
of!'-sadd!ed, we presented him also with a blue handkerchief, which, 
With a little tobacco, was also gratefuafizcll~ :i:Vied glHavin!! ; ,t us 
beyond the danger of missing our way, they returned, ar; 1-



•elled on over a aeries of grassy hills, green from the late rail).8. The 
numerous valleys were filled with krsala and vatches of corn, till we 

-arrived at a trader's station. Afterwards for many miles the country 
wu without inhabitants, till we arrived at a large kraal of Tingoes, 
about a mile from the Wesleyan Missionary station of B11tter,vorth, 
at which we obtained a small supply of sour milk. Most of tl1e in
habitants had left this part of the country from the late drought, and 
the threatened attack of an enemy. We arrived at Butterworth just 
as the few people remaining there were going to chapel, and were 
very kindly received by Wm. M'Dowell Tynn, the diplomatic agent 
of tbe Colonial Government, and the widow Ann Weeks, whom we 
had aeen in Graham's Town, and who resides here with two of her 
children, being engaged by the Wesleyan Missionary Society as nurse 
ready to attend at their various stations as her services may be re
quired. She with W. Tynn is in charge of this institution during the 
absence of the missionaries at their district meeting in Graham's 
Town. In the evening we had a religious opportunity in the house 
of Ann Weeks, where there were assembled, in addition to her own 
family, W. M. D. Tynn and his wife, and a trader named Whitehead, 
son of one at Burn's Hill. The number that assembled to-day in 
the chapel was only about thirty; but as W. Tynn has obtained a 
promise of peace from all the adjacent tribes, and the grass is now 
growing, hope is entertained that the people will soon return. 

4th Srd mo. The settlement of Butterworth consists of a commo
dious mission-house, a neat cottage, occupied by A. Weeks, a plain 
mud-walled cottage of considerable size, and a number of Caffer 
huts. Scarcely removed from it are also the cottage of Wm. Tynn, and 
two traders' huts, and a few more belonging to Gaffers. The gardens 
have all suffered greatly from drought_, but they are now recovering. 
The school is temporarily suspended. Most of the day was spent 
with W. M. D. Tynn, who gave us many interesting particulars re
specting his former chequered life, his residence at Natal, intercourse 
with Dingaan, and many imminent perils to which he was exposed 
before coming under the influence of the Gospel. The evening was 
wet. We had some further religious service at Ann Week's, where 
also W. Tyon was present. 

5th Srd mo. After an early breakfast we set out for Clarkbur9, 
distant forty-five miles, Jabez Bunting and Rd. Watson, who were 
going thither to try to collect a little corn from the deserted gardens 
of the Tam bookies, being our guides. Wm. Tynn also accompanied 
us a few miles, and pointed out the site of the kraal of the late Hinza, 
and the council-tree near it, the preservation of which was stipulated 
for in one of the treaties with the British ; at which time a rORd with 
a mile on each side of it, for outspanning upon, passing through 
Hinza's territory, was also agreed to be conceded jnstead of cattle to 
an unreasonable amount, which had1'1'15~~'n ef.?a1:tited. Both were 
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afterward11 abandoned by Lieut.-GoYernor Stockenstrom. We fint 
off-saddled by a clear streamlet, under a sloping wood, which was 
remarkably gay with flowers. Tecoma capensis hung among the 
bushes in festoons of bright red. A blue streptacarpus occupied the 
plare of the primrose in England. By the side of the brook were a blue 
and a white mores, and a plant of the ixia tribe, with branched stems 
of sub-reflexed orange-flowers. The largest trees were yellow-wood, a 
species of padocarpus allied to the yew, but of broader leaf and more 
rapid growth. It is the predominant tree in South African woods. A 
white clematis was in blossom at the next plat'e where we stopped, and 
where a rivulet passed through a low ground,on a marshypartofwhich 
two Caffer or crested cranes were feeding, which did not seem di► 
turbed by our approach. Generally speaking the country was des
titute of wood, except on the margins of rivulets; and there were a 
few doornbooms on some sandy grounds, but it was grassy and un
duh,ting. We entered the territory of the Chief of the Tambookiee, 
about twenty miles from Clarkbury, near a place where there were a 
few people at a kraal. He fled with most of his people, who are pro
bably about 80,000, when attacked by the Ficani, and the country no.
lies desolate, being without inhabitants, except at a few remote kraals, 
and at the missfonary station of Clarkbury, at which we arrived at 
dusk, and where we met a kind reception from Joseph Warner, the 
catechist, and his wife, who have had charge of the station since 
Richard Haddy and his wife were removed from it to Wynberg, by 
one of those orders of the Wesleyan Conference, such as by following 
up their itinerant plan have often seriously impeded the work in which 
they are engaged in Caffraria. In approaching Clarkbury we passed 
over some flats covered with the leaves of a plant of the amaryllis 
tribe, possibly cyrtanthus obliquus. The rivers Balota and U mguali, 
which had to be crossed, were swollen with the rair,, but not so u to 
render passing them difficult. 

6th 3rd mo. The station ofClarkbury was commenced about 1881. 
There is a decent brick mission-house with a colonnade in front, a 
chapel also of brick and plastered with mud, and having a paper-felt 
roof, also two or three rude cottages, and numerous Coffer huts 
About one hundred Tambookie or Abatembu-Caffer f11milies reside 
here. Thirty-five adults arc members of the church, and form three 
classes, two of the leaders of which, viz., one male and one female,are 
natives. There is also a class of twelve on trial. When assisting in 
building the chapel they received wages and purchased European 
clothing; but these are now fast wearing out, and not having learned 
to earn anything by other means, they are likely to be placed under 
the necessity of reverting to the greasy cow-skin kaross ; until their 
temporal wants are properly taken into consideration along with their 
spiritual. When the Ficani visited this station they :1eized about 
thirty head of csttle and one hundred sheefi, t th,e more remoLe 
kraals within its precincts: these, o,fl>'c!i'~f 'lt~t iA&ed with, they 



promised to return, but did not perform their promise. The rest of 
the a1t1le were driven into the great kraal where the station cattle 
were secured; and the women and children were assembled in the 
chapel. The marauders, supposed to be about three thousand, 
pretended that they had mi&Sed theif' way, and offered no further 
molestation. But it was e'l'ident that they were "an armed band, 
that made an incnraion upon the south," for the purpose of capturing 
cattle; and who trusted they were too strong to be withstood. This 
is the spirit in which the uncivilized tribes in this part of the world 
are continually harassing one another, and each in turn laying the 
country desolate. Formerly they spared neither women nor children; 
but since miaaionaries have come into Caffraria they have ceaaed to 
destroy these weakec portions of the human family, whom they now, 
howe'l'er, generally carry away 011ptive, and who become their ser
'fants. Caule being the chief support oft.he Caffee tribes, multitudes 
who on the occasion referred to eac:aped the fury of the invaders, 
were lei\ in a state of starvation, and crowded to the various neigh
bouring missionary stations that were enabled to help them by a sub
scription among the inhabitants of Graham's Town and the vicinity, 
which was employed in furnishing a supply of rice, which was dealt 
out in return for various little jobs of work that it was found neces
sary to impose as a condition for a supply of food, on such as were 
of bodily ability, in order to prevent their quietly settling down in 
idle dependence upon the missionaries. Most of them followed their 
countrymen to the westward, where they remain in the vicinity of 
Klip-Plaat; but n few of the elderly people and children remain at 
the st111ioos. When the people fled they left their huts and gardens, 
the latter sown with Caffer and Indian corn, Ceffer melons, &c., end 
much of the produce thut escaped being devoured uy birds has been 
collected by the people of this place.-The school here is also sus
pended, t.he pupils being occupied in watching their gardens. In the 
evening we had a meeting with the people, held altogether according to 
the manner of Friends. Josh. Warner is an excellent interpreter: he is 
considered one of the best Caffer scholars in the country, end is able 
easily to read the English Scriptures into Caffer : he gained much of 
his practical acquaintance with the language while working with the 
people as an artizan. When the school at Clarkbury was in operation 
there were as pupils fifteen boys and twenty-fi9e girls, exclusive of 
ao attendance of forty-six on first days. 

7th Srd mo. Josh. Warner accompanied us a few miles on the 
way to Morley, another Wesleyan station fifty miles distant, and a 
Tambookie from Clarkbury proceeded on with us. The country 
wu grassy hills of moderate elevation, among which were numerous 
deserted kraals and gardens: the huts rapidly going to decay. When 
uninhabited, a couple of years will scarcely leave a vestige of these 
fradil ~~ellings. Fhord fibeeorty mileshnot a 

0
~~~,~aa, ~~~g.,.,~hs to bebecseen, 

ao u ... country a 1J too s ort a bme esolatec:W ave ome 
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the relOl't of wild beasts. About ten milee from Morley a few people 
were at a kraal minding the gardens, and we were informed that the 
·people still remained in the valleys. The missionary belonging to 
this station was with his brethren at the district meeting at Graham's 
Town, we therefore became the guests of the artizan-catechii;t Philip 
Amm and his wife; and were scarcely seated in their cottage before 
the alarm of war was communicated by notice from Buntingville, 
another Wesleyan station, thRt some of the Firani were meditating 
an attack upon the people toward the coast, to whom notice was 
immediately sent, and those who were sufficiently near drove their 
cattle into the kraal on the station for security; as the Ficani do 
not generally attack the station, because it is said to be " under the 
kaross" of Faku their Chief. I mRy record with gratitude that we 
were preserved from fear: and having commended ourselvea and 
the people to the protection of Him who rules over all in prayer, we 
retired to rest, leaving the people of the station to watch, the marau
ders being expected toward morning. Alarms of this kind are very 
frequent here; and if the marauders found the cattle unwatche<l, 
there is eTery reason to believe they would take them : and thoagh 
they might not make an attack, if they could provoke the guards to 
violence, they would not, under such a pretext, be scrupulous in car
rying off what they could under the plea of retaliation. 

8th 5rd mo. The night passed quietly. No Ficani made their 
appearance. There is ground to believe the commando, or maraud
ing party, was planned without the knowledge of the Chief, and that 
on heariog of it he interfered and prevented it. Many of the 
people were going to and fro with their shields, which are made of ox
hides so prepared as to be made very hard: they are large and on]. 
At breakfast we were introduced to the old Chief, Depa, who is said 
to be descended from a European, probably from one of the persoos 
who suffered shipwreck on this coast in the Grosvenor, many yean 
ago. When the missionary is at home, Depa i11 a regular pensioner 
on his bounty at meal-times, and now in his absence, he comes IO 

the catechist, generally seating himself on the floor 11000 after eoter
ing. Depa is of lighter complexion than most Caffera, and his 
hair is less woolly: he is a polite beggar, saying in Caffer, "I should like 
to have the opportunity of thanking you to-day." His children retsin 
little traces of their European descent,-Mork,y is the most Oourish
ing of the Wesleyan stations that we have seen. Nineteen men and 
seventeen women are members of the church; and three men and 
seven women are catechumens. The pupils in the achool ere about 
one hundred. There were in attendance to-day forty-five, notwith
standing the watching of the gardens, exclusive of little children. A 
native schoolmaster is employed. The little children are taught the 
alphabet in R Caffer hut, the other school is kept in the chapel. 
Several of the pupils are leami~g t~;,~~\ . f~ ... l~ie proportion c.-aR 
read Caffer well, and have commtttcil t'firee o ;~gospels to memory. 



They are now engaged with the book of Isaiah. Some o( those em
ployed in watching the gardens commit from twelve to eeventy-five 
verses to memory in the course of the week, and rehearse them on 
first dRy; when one of their parents or some other person of the 
family will take their place in watching for a few hours. Conaidering 
the general want of application to labour among the Caffers, the per
severance of the children in learning to read is remarkable. A few 
of the men here have learned to fell and saw timber, and to assist in 
building. The mission-house at this station is a neat brick build
ing, with a few shrubs inclosed within a fence before it. A brick
house is also in course of erection for the catechist. The chapel ie 
likewise a brick building. Two cottages of wattle and dab are also 
occupied at present by the catechist and others connected with the 
mission. The interpreter has also erected himself a wattle-and-dab 
cottage of two rooms, with a chimney and a four-paned window, 
which was given him as an encouragement for building his house 
with a chimney. A few other Caffers have cottages in progress. 
The Caffer huts on the station are numerous: they nre of larger 
dimensions than in many other places. Wood and grass are more 
abundant here than in many other places, rain being more frequent. 
Food is also more plentiful : though, as in other situations, always 
scarce in winter; at \\"hich seasons the cows give very little milk, 
and the corn is generally nearly exhausted. The quantity of milk 
yielded by cows in Africa is always small compared with what they 
give in England. The Ficani Chief, N'capai, who carried off the 
cattle of the Tambookics and others lately, has the reputation of being 
a man of inquisitive but very barbarous character. Faka, the Chief 
of the Amaponda Caflers (who having been associated with thoae of 
N'capai, have also acquired the name of Ficani,) joined N'capai on 
that occasion, but did not cross the Bashee River, over which the 
Tambookies fled; but N'capai pursued further, and is said to have 
carried off ten thousand head of cattle: by which, as already noticed, 
the Tambookies were left in a state of starvation. The whole popu
lation of Morley is about three hundred, but on first days the atten
dance at the chapel is nearly twice that number. We had a 1atisfac
tory meeting with them this evening, in which James Simmati, an 
Amaponda Caffer, interpreted. 

9th 3rd mo. We proceeded on our journey, and reached Bunting
ville (forty-two miles of inconvenient road) about an hour afier 
sunset. Philip Amm and three Caffers from Morley accompanied 
us across the Umtata River, which runs in so deep a ravine that it 
took us about two hours from beginning to descend on one side to 
reaching the top of the ascent on the opposite side. In some parts 
it was exceedingly steep, and also woody; but not less so where it 
was grassy. The path winding to the most elevated part would not 
admit two horses. The labour in seveli~,J;,1:m,r s~th.i1 aourney is well 
repaid by beautiful views. Craggy rocks, picturesque woods, moun-
· - • - - -'" --- • ---- ---·1· __ -- .. 1.. ... ___ •• ........... 1-..- ...... _____ ., __ ... 
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among the ■triking objects. The whole Jand is now a meadow with 
all the verdure of spring, the grass in many places incon•eniemly 
deep ; but the country without inhabitant. Alas ! for the desola
tions of war ! The grass on the north of the U mt.ata is in some 
places so high as to conceal the horses; its ears have sometimes been 
tied over the tilt of pa9Sing waggons, in proof of its great stature. 

At this place we met three Amaponda Caffers, and one from the Bun
tingville station. At first they were very shy, but on being infonned 
who we were they came to our fire, and partook of the Indian c:om and 
meat with which our kind friends P. and Mary Ann Amm had pro
Yided us. 

These people were on their way to Morley, to bring back two cows 
that had been lent by a brother of Faku to a poor man to enable him 
to support his family, and who had ungratefully taken off with them 
to the missionary station at Morley ( where we understood afterwards 
he was informed he could not remain unless he gave them up: he there
fore left the place). Circumstances of this kind are said to be fat' from 
uncommon, but they are generally treated by the Chiefs with a •ery 
creditable lenity. Faku and N'capai are more despotic than the 
Chiefs to the southward, and they have executed some severe reulia
tions upon the Tam bookies; but the nearer you approach their 
country the more you hear of their good qualities, and of their reasons 
for those acts, which, when reported at a distance, fill the mind with 
unmitigated horror. Beyond a doubt a large measure of human 
depravity is to be trared in their characters : but they are not with
out points which afford consieerable hope that the further introduc
tion of the Gospel among them would, under the Divine blessing, 
produce a highly• beneficial change ; and they are both desirous of 
more missionaries. Neither of them can be properly said to have 
missionaries among them at present, for Morley is about thirty 
miles south of Faku's present residence. There ia some ground to 
suppose that he removed thither to escape the surveillance of the 
missionaries over his warlike operations, on which they were a 
restraint. But both these Chiefs have promised to keep peace until 
it is broken against them ; and Faku is reported to have ea-id he must 
now mind what he does, having the English before and behind, -.iz., 
in Albany and at Port Natal, and enemies on either side. They are 
each said to hRve about fifteen thousand fighting men ; and the 
population of each tribe may be reckoned at fifty thousand. Pro
bably the ground of the present desire of these two Chiefs for mis
sionaries may be political : they see that to have missionaries gives 
them importance with other tribes and nations, and opens communi
cations by which they learn what is going on in other parts of the 
world; and with them it is a great thing to hear the news. But He 
who rules over the hearts of the rhildren of men bas, perhaps, even 
through the medium of such motives, opened a door for the intro
duction of Christianity among their,,if!,~p,ltiD k_hicb it would be 
joyful to see dedicated labourers enter. 
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There was an observable difference between the Amaponda 
Caffers and the other tribes we have visited, both in manners 
and appearance. They did not beg. Their hair was so managed 
ns to form an oval chaplet, the thickness of a finger, and about 
six inches in diameter, into which were stuck a small ivory snnff
spoon. A ring of flattened copper, half an inch wide, encircled 
one wrist. They were not circumcised. Some of their other 
ornaments were polished nuts, or small decorated calabashes. The_v 
each had a bundle of two or three assagais. The other Caf
fers generally carry abo11t half a dozen. They eonversed freely 
with a man named David, one of the refuirees from that section of 
the Ficani nttacked and routed by the British in 1828, to the west
ward of this part of the country; and who had come with us as 
extra guide from Morley. We passed Quba, or Turvey's Bush, 
near sunset; a place to which the Buntingville station is about to 
be removed, on account of liability to failure of water, defect of pas
turage, garden-ground, nnd woor\ at the present site. As we ad
vanced we passed two kraals; at the first of which a man i;poke to 
us who had a stout copper- wire ring about his neck. The <lescent 
to Buntingville was very steep and intricate in one part, hut with a 
little help from a man of the second kraal, we were favoured to reach 
the station in safety; where, after the toil of an hour in the <lark, we 
were cheered by a kind reception f'rom Thomas an<l Jemima Wake
for<l, the assistant missionary family. 

I 0th 3rd mo. First <lay. Congregations met for public worship in the 
morning and aliernoon, in both of which opportunity was afforded us 
to a<l<lress the people, who amounted to about two hundred and twenty 
persons, about one-third of whom were dressed in woollen jackets and 
leathern trousers, or in cotton or woollen gowns: the women had also 
dean cotton handkerchief~ neatly til·d ruun<l their heads. Several of 
these people appear to be genuine converts to Christianity; and in their 
circumspecL conduct to vie with many Christians who have had more 
advantages. This may perhaps be saitl generally of Caffer converts, 
notwithstanding the measure of gospel light may in many instnnces 
be very small, and cases <Jf halting sometimes occur. When compared 
with the mi<lnioht darkness in which the Caffer in his nath•e state, 
remote from mi;sionary institutions, is in\'olverl, the light in which 
those who have become Christians are walking, must be regarded as 
the dawning of a glorious day. l\Iany who have been stripped of 
tl,eir cattle and tortured under the charge of witchcraft, and others 
in distress, have fled to missionary insLirntions, and have thus been 
brought under the influence of religious instruction, that has been 
greatly blessed. 

11 th 3rd mo. The population of this station is at present 
ahout five hundred. Marriage~ are encoura~ tl e~· n the young 

• D1g1t1z.edJ h b . people of thu1 place and those of Morley, wit 1 ut an urc a~e emg 
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made of the wife, who, when bought, is generally regarded much in 
the light of a slave : here, therefore, they arc little sul!_jected to the 
painful sight of seeing young women who have become Christians sold 
by their parents as wives to unconverted men-a trial not unfrequent 
at many other stations; and the Chief has ordered that no young 
women shall be taken from within sight of the stations to the place 
of'his residence. This dreadful practice still prevailsamong these tribes. 
Within the last year many persons have died in this part ofCafferland 
from starvation, nor have the missionaries been able to avert this con
sequence, in some of the instances in which the people fled to the su
tions for relief': a pinched supply of food has at length overcome the 
vital powers, and brought many to a premature encl, and many are 
still suffering from want, hunger having occasioned the consumption 
of the corn that ought to have been reserved for seed. We spent 
the morning in writing and in inspecting the school, in which about 
eighty pupils were present, eighteen of whom read the Scriptures. 
In the afternoon we walked out a little with Thomas Wakeford and 
his family. The station is very inconveniently placed in regard to 
water, which has to be brought about half a mile up a steep hill. 

12th 3rd mo. Not apprehending it to be our duty to proceed 
further in this direction, we set out after an rarly breakfast to return 
to ,\Jorley, Thomas Wakeford accompanying us part of the way. 
About two miles from Buntingrille we turned aside a few yards to 
see the place where the Umgaiia11a falls into a deep rocky ravine, of 
very grand and picturesque fcawres. There is seldom much water 
in this river, except in pools; although heavy rain fell last night, the 
quantity of running water was insignificantly small. Among the 
rocks and at the bottom of the cliff there were numerous small trees 
and bushes, among which was a small palm (phonix redinata) which 
has small edible fruit, alld degaut pinnate leaves. A species of fi~, 
having o,·ul leaves, distantly and bluntly toothed, had fruit one inch 
and a half i11 uiaml'ter, and nearly spherical, but it was rather in
sipid. We stopped also a short time at Turvey's Ilush, where also 
some speciPs of fil'lts grow. Two of them form lofty tree,;. One 
of t!H'SL', and which had pointed oval foliage and long foot.stalks, 
with small ovul fruit, was intergrown with a strong vine and 
another tree, so a~ to form a singular arch, about forty feet high, 
with a sort of netwo1 k trunk; for columns, that had probably ori
ginally been parasitical, but out of the midst of which the fuster
trees had died ar.d decayed away. The other species was more 
lofty and robust. Ficus has several other species in South Africa. 
Near Turvey's Bush we met a fo\v more of the natives of tl1is 
part of the country. One of them wus pointed out by Thomas 
\\'akeford as a good specimen of an Amaponda Caffer. A portion 
of his hair was sewed round a rush, so as to form an oval chaplet; 
beneath this it was thick, and 80 cut as to l}Fesent the appearance of 
a forage-cap. Each of the 1Jtht•rs hacl',f'llrce'siful.-le) eries of ovals to 
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form the chaplet, but had little hair within its area or outside. All 
the Caffer tribes are much infested with vermin, on accou.nt of which 
they occasionally shave off the hair-a practice also common among 
some of them as a token of mourning on the decease of a relative or of 
a Chief. The people with a triple chaplet bcloug to a small tribe name:d 
Tziliangwe, under a petty Chief subject to Faku. Last year they made 
an attack on the c111tle of the .Morley station on a First-day, under au 
impression that "the people of the school" would not defend them 
upon the sabbath. The Morley people expostulated with them, but 
received defiance and taunts in return, until thl'y fired upon the ma
rauders and kill<'d two of them ; three others were also destroved bv 
their assagais. The assailants then fled. These people resicie nea·r 
the Buntingville station, and say they belong to it; hut they <lo 1101 
attend the religious instruction there, and are under a ban because 
of this outrage. When the station is removed 10 Turvey's Bush they 
will be more within its reach, and it is 10 be hoped may come more 
under its care. Like other Amapondas, these people wear bands of 
platted grass about their loins, wrists, and arms, and take snuff~ but do 
not smoke. Some of them have also copper rings about their necks, 
and wear numerous strings of small heads of British manufac111n•. 
The day was cool, with a strong wind. We reached the U mtnta ahcut 
four o'clock, nnd there met our kind friend Philip Amm, with llll'n and 
horses from Morley to assist us in crossing the river, and conveying 
u~ to the station, where we were favoured to arrive in safety, aml 
with but little fatigue, before sunse:t. Here our sympathy was afresh 
excited by seeing two young children suffering from drcmcry-a 
rommon and fatal disease in this part of tile world. They were 
orphans whose parents died in "the hunger," the famine of LiH 
year, in which several of the people "threw away their children;" 
more of which were picked up by the missionaries. The throwing 
away of children in times of famine, or on other occasions wl1cn they 
are felt to be a burden, is not uncommon among the Caffers, who are 
also very negligent of their ~ick, and will not touch a dying or dead 
person, except in the cases of the few persons that have come under 
the power of the Gospel. 

13th Srd mo. I 839. Our horses requiring rest, and tl1e weather 
l,eing unfavourable, we rcmainecl 11t :\forley, and e~joyed the com
pany of P. and M. A. Amm. The latter is a daughter of Hicharcl 
Gush, of Salem, who took care in the education of his daughter to 
have her well informed in the principles of Friends, for which she has 
n strong predilection. The little boy noticed yesterday as suffering 
from dysentery died in the night, and was buried to-clay in ii coffin 
made by a young Hottentot, who is 11pprenticcd to P. Amm. The 
common mode of burial adopted here has been to wrap the corpse in 
whatever kaross or other garment the party happened to die in, in a 
mat, and to inter it in a grave. But it is difficu ron ~•te occasions 

• • D1g1t1zed by 1V . 
to obtain any assistance from the Caffers, on account o t 1c1r super-



sutwus horror of touching the dead. The Amaponda Caffers not 
only do not beg, but they are remarkably honest. In these respet>ts 
they greatly excel the Amakosa. The late al tack of N'capai and 
Facu upon the Tam bookies was under the pretext of retaliation for a 
former inl'ursion of the Tambookies. And when in some cases the 
Fikani barbarously cut off the hands of the women to enable them 
the more readily to strip the brass rings off their arms, they told the 
Tam bookies to remember that it was they who first set the example 
in this practice. The Catfer Chiefs 11eldom make war upon one ano
ther without some pretext of affront ; but like many more civilized 
nations, they appear very ready to make the most of any little cir
rnmstance as a justitication for war. Among the Catfcrs this is espe,
cially the case whrre their neighbours are rich in cattle. Xotwith
stamling the brutal acts of the Cafiers under the excitement of war, 
and their many barbarous customs, they are far from being the inhu
man savages that some have represented them to be: they are exactly 
what it would l,e reasonable to expect in unregenerate human beings 
under their circumstances. The same corrupt propensities anil e\·il 
dispositions as they exhibit are to be traced in civilized society, 
producing diversified fruits from the difference in circumstances; 
and there is also a similar diversity of talent and disposition among 
the Caffcrs to what is to be found in other branches of the human 
family. Divine grace alone can subdue the evil and direct the 
talent, and thus hrin~ about n state of good morals, peace, and use· 
fulness: for sound Christian principle, the work of Divine grace 
which is inseparably united to true repentance and faith in Christ, is 
the only efficient remedy for the maladies of human society. 

14th 3rd mo. Rain detained us at Morley. In the course of the 
clay some men from a neighbc,nring tribe came to complain that some 
of Faku's people had made an incursion upon their cattle, and th:it 
thus Faku had broken the peace, which he had said he would maintain 
till some one should rise up against him. Philip Amm told these men 
that he suspected Faku knew nothing of the matter, and that the 
people who had done this were some ofFaku's dogs-o. term use<l for 
marauders, &c.-for whose conduct the Chief could not be considerro 
responsible; he advised them to trace up the spoor of the cattle to the 
kraal of the marauders, and then to take the case to I he catechist of 
Buntingville, and let him make a charge against them as thieTes ho
fore Faku, who would most likely order them a tenfold restitution, 
according to common practice in such cases. The people went away 
satisfied to take such a proceeding. The Ficani have accustomed 
themselves to eat raw flesh, in order that they may advance in their 
predatory excursions without being discovered by the smoke '>f fires; 
which, if they cooked their meat, must necessarily be kindled. The 
peopl~ about Morley cook their meat, except some portions of the 
mtesunes of animals, which they eat raw·c;'l;he,..practice of eating 
fle11h uncooked is not confined to th~9i!oJlourccl ri&c of Africa. In 
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the Cape colony the fleshy parts of bullccks and antelopes are com
monlyeaten under the name of beltong, when only dried in the sun. 
We had a parting religious opportunity with the people of Morley 
this evening. 

15th 3rd mo. The rain ceased this morning,and we took leave of 
the Morley station. Mary Anna Amm was much affected at parting. 
The missionaries in this part of Caffraria rarely see Christian 
visitors. Philip Amm, and a few other persons belonging to the sta
tion, accompanied us some miles. When we first off-saddled, James, 
the interpreter, took the opportunity of preaching Jesus Christ to a 
strange Caffer, who came and sat by him on the ground, and 
listened with fixed attention. James is a spiritually-minded man, that 
1eems deeply to feel the value of the Gospel he has received: he 
seldom lets an opportunity slip of spreading the glad tidings of 
salvation to his benighted countrymen. When we resumed our 
journey, those persons who had accompanied us from Morley 
returned, excepting one man, who continued with us for the purpnse 
of helping us through the river Bashee. We dined near some Catfer 
kraals, where the blue water-lily was growing in the pools of a 
streamlet, and roasted a Caffer-melon from one of their gardens, 
where there was plenty of this fruit, which is very useful in this 
country, on account of coming early to maturity, and thus supplying 
food before the pumpkins or corn are ready. The sun had been set 
some time when we reached the Bashee, which was swollen by the 
late rains. The bed of this river is a sloping slippery rock. Our 
guide wns a little afraid on first attempting the ford; but, at length, 
he made his way safely through ; l followed next, but both my 
horses fell sidewise, yet so as only to wet me up to one shoulder, and 
they recovered without my dismounting: the rest of the company 
passed without accident, and we were favoured to reach Clarkburg in 
safety a considerable time after dark, where we received a he11rty 
welcome from Joseph and Matilda Warner. The former told us that, 
after we were gone, some of the people made remarks upon the dif
ference of our manner of conducting public worship, and that to 
which they were accustomed, and one of them observed, that he 
perceived God might be worshipped in different ways, but the word 
( i. e. the doctrine) was the same. 

16th Srd mo. Last night there was mnch noise among the people. 
A spotted hyena had got into the house in which the kids were kept 
at night, the door of which he had pushed away. The people dis
covered the thief, and chased him up and down the place; but he 
made his escape with a kid in his mouth, and three others were 
missing this morning. A hyena wus taken here in a trap, a 
few weeks ago, which had in its stomach part of a milk-sack that iL 
had stolen a few nights before. The inst-inc iv . running of the 
hyena is remarkable. When he hasDag'ats'ik'nJ p nimals of large 
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size, and of which he is afraid, he ho"·ls and laughs and cries, to see 
if he can frighten them, in order that he may attack them froru 
behind: but when he wishes to carry off a kid, a child, or other 
feeble animal, he comes in utter silence, with noiseless foot. It is 
said that they have been known to enter huts in the neighbourhood 
of Morley and to carry off children, from under the karosses of their 
mothers. In the afternoon we rode with J. Warner up a mountain 
behind the station at Clarkbury, to see the fine country ,~here many 
of the people have made gardens; and on the further side of which 
i11 a loftier range of mountains, among which are many fine valleys. 
This would, probably, have been much the better place for the mis
sionary station, but it was not sufficiently known till after the other 
was formed. In conversation with Joseph Warner on the habits of 
the Tambookies, who till lately inhahited this part of Caffraria, he 
told us that certain chiefs among them took precedence of othe~ 
in hunting; so that, in case of large game being killed, the pre-emi
nent chief would take the parts deemed most precious; but should 
o Bushman be in the company his right to take precedence of all the 
chiefs would not be dispnted ; the Bushmen being thus recognizc•d 
as the original inhabitants of the la11d, as for as the U mzimvooboo, 
beyond Morley; and on the other side of which Faku and his people 
are now residing. The Caffers say they came from the northward. 
Probably they inhabited the vacant countr_v about the second point 
of Natal, and the Fingoes that nearer to Port Natal, from which 
they were driven out by the Zulus, and being deprived of the means 
of subsistence, the Fingoes took refuge among the Caffer8, with 
whom they remained in II son of vass11lage till the late war between 
the Caffers and the En1-1lish, when the 1-'ingoes of the frontier joined 
the latter, carrying off with them much Caffer cnttle, in addition to 
what might be consiclerecl their own, into the colony, where many of 
them have bel'ome mueh impoverished hy their cattle dying. There 
are still several Bushmnn families within about thirty miles of Clark
bury, but they keep at an unappro11chable distance from the mis~ion
aries. Persons charged \\·ith preventing rain are drowned in this 
part of the country, being thrown into the water with their heads and 
foet tied to::rether. Epileptics ere cast over a precipice, or tied to a 
tree to be devoured by hyenas, unless they can escape to a mi!;sionary 
institution. Dying people are carried out to perish also b.v hyemis ; 
but if they happen to die in a hut, the hut is burned. Persons of 
rank are buried; and all their clothes are buried with them, or 
otherwise destroyed. A shameful diseage has been introduced into 
some parts of c;ffraria by British soldiers: two persons labouring 
under it have come to Clarkbury ; but the people have such II dread 
of contagion, that not one would come near them, even to spnk 
to them, till satisfied that they were restored to sound health. 

J 7th 8rd mo. First-clay. The seasons f~ i e worship took 
plol'C in U!lual course. The contimi':tl'"ei&vu -me o vocal services 



rends, among Caffers, as well as among Europeans, to draw the 
mind out of self-examination and deep exercise before the Lord ; 
anll where these services are monopolized by one minister, the 
people learn also to lean upon him : and perhaps to such causes 
arc mainly to be 11t1ribu1ed the small number who make much 
advance in a religious life. There are at Clarkbury two native 
exhorters, who are also class-leaders, and two others who occa
sionally labour in the Gospel; and there is likewise a native wo. 
man, a class-leauer of remarkably deep piety anrl experience in 
spiritual things. But, notwithsunding the number who are 
awakened and attain to a state of peace in believing is considerable, 
comparatively few attain to much growth in grace. I Jo not indeed 
see how much depth can be attaineu, until the mind is so sul!jected 
to divine government, as to wait for the putting forth of the good 
Shepherd, and for his going before his sheep ; for human activity 
without this submission to divine regulation ever tends to shallow
ness. And here I believe lies the ground of the difference in depth of 
religious character, between that which is to be found among persons 
of other denominations fillinl,? prominent places in their respective 
churches, and experienced Friends, the like to the latter of whom 
I have not found among ony people. And the ditlerence in these 
poinrs is by no means confined to person11 filling prominent pince!! in 
the churches. But among the \Vesleyans more way is maue for the 
labours of other members beside the minister than among some other 
bodies of Christians; yet from the positions in which they place 
their preachers, and their re11ulations with regard to vocal exercises, 
by ,1 hich they rather speak, hoping for a blessing, than wait for the 
immediate guidance of the Spirit, they appear to me to sustain much 
lo~s. In the meetings held to-day, my dear companion and myself 
held opportunity to communicate the exercise of our minds through 
the mt:uium of Joseph Warner's reauy interpreting. A sabbath
school of 8~ children was also held in the course of the day. 

18th 3rd mo. We pursued our journey, Joseph Warner accom
panying us a few miles. In the course of it we saw a fe,v Caffers 
looking for corn among the deserted gardens; and noticed some 
wil<l-fowl, incluuing two secretary-birds, a flock of wild turkeys, and 
some quails : the last are everywhere abundant. We reached 
Butlerwortlt again soon after sunset, and were again kindly welcomed 
by Elizabeth Aun Weeks. 

19th 8rd mo. Was spent at Butterworth, os it was necessary to 
give our horses the day 10 browse. The late rain has restored the 
Caffer corn, which was almost destroyed by drought: it is now 
~hooting into car. 

20th 8rd mo. We took leave of our kinu fr:.icnt!s at Butterworth, 
after another religious opportunity witif'E'l20N.v\ • etcli, ho is a piously 
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exercised woman. About fifteen miles from the station we again 
came into inhabited country. Low as the Caffers are in morals and 
much as they are involved in darkness, it was cheering to sec their 
villages and their herds among the grassy hills. At the first large 
kranl we passed there was a dance, at which many persons were as
sembled, among whom we could discern two boys painted white: 
many other per~ons were on their way thither. Some were riding 
on oxen, which they use in place of sadd le-hor11es, guiding them with 
a bridle fastened to a stick passed through the cartilnge of the nose: 
other people were on foot. In each group of about three, one young 
man had a garter of small red beads below one knee. For what 
this fancy was l did not ascertain ; bnt perhaps there was as much 
sense in it as there is in the bndge of ancient barbarism, kept up in 
our own country, in "The Order of the Garter." The waggon-ford 
over the Kei proved much better than the one we took on the 2nd inst. 
The river was easily crossed; and though the descent to it and ascent 
from it were tedious, they were not rocky. Among the grass on the 
south side there was abundance of the species of mores, known in 
this country by the name of tulip or tulpe, which is very destructive 
to cattle, e~pecially if turned hungry to browse on places where it 
abounds. The Kei runs in a deep mountain-ravine, the sides of 
which are bushy in many places. Near the river and in various little 
copses, tecoma capensis was clothed with a profusion o( brilliant red 
blossoms. Many other shmbs lrnvc become gay with flowers sin<"f! 
the rain. We halted for the night at Fort Warden, an old military 
post within the ruined and sod battlements of which two traders are 
stationed, by a merchant in Graham's Town, both of whom showed 
us hospi111lity. We slept at the house of one named King, and our 
two attendants at that of the other, named German, who also sup
plied us with eggs. These huts are rude bnrn-like bui\<lings, each 
having in a corner of its one room, a place like a tan-pit, in which 
hides purchased from the Caffers nre kept in pickle. He11ps of horns 
and of gum occupied most of the remainder of the rooms. These 
11rticles, with Coffer and Indian corn, are purchased with beads, but
tons, tobacco, a kind of coarse woollen cloth used for karosses, red 
clay, and a few other articles. The Caffers, like mnny other people 
low in the scnle of civilization, are improvident. They sell the maize 
and Cnffer-corn at this Sl'ason, which they will need for their o"·n 
subsistence in the course of a few months: when they will have to 
purchase it b11ck at a much higher rate, for cattle, as the gum-sc.1son 
will then be over. According to the usn11l custom, we committed 
our horses to the charge of the head-man of the adjacent kraal ; who 
then considered himself responsible for their not being stolen; and 
he gave them in charge to two young men. The head-man expressed 
grntification on being presented with a shoe from the foot of one or 
my horse!!. When about to enter upon our Cnfferland journey n·e 
had ou,· horFes shod, fearing they might othe wise become lame from 
wearing away of tl1eir hoofs; but from' tll'e'na 0o lie country an,J 

' 

' 
I 
\ 
( 

f 

I 



49 

present state o( the roads, which are mere tracks, the precaution was 
unnecessary, and we were glad when the shoes were worn out; as, 
except on continued hard or sharp road, the horses go better and 
more safely without these fetters to their feet. 

21st 3rd mo. Last evening was extremely cold, and to-day the 
thermometer is only 44°. A few days ago it was 9'!0

• We set out 
early; dined on the bank of the Kabousi, near the ruins of Fort 
Welling~on, and called at Gacela's Kraal, on the way to Bethel. 
Gace!a and about twenty of his people were seated under the shelter 
of the cattle-kraal, around a fire, on which was a small iron 
pot, in which meat was cooking. They were employed in eating 
sweet-reed, which they peel with their teeth, and chew, to extract the 
saccharine juice, which is little inferior to that of sugar-cane; 
but the plant is slenderer. The sweet-reed seems to be of the same 
genus with the plant that produces the Caffer corn: both have grassy 
stems the thickness of a man's thumb at the base, and grow from four 
to six feet high: they are often cultivated together, and they bear 
branched pnnicles of roundish, brown grain, about the size of pearl
barley ; but that of tbe sweet-reed has much larger bracteal scales 
than the other, and is too bitter for use. A crane with its wings 
tied was lying near Gacela and his people, probably intended for 
food for the boys: for, according to their custom, a circumcised man 
eats no birds. But they do not now adhere rigidly to this when 
partaking with Europeans. The Calfers, especially the Chiefs, have 
a great fear oC being poisoned ; and both J. L. Doehne and some of 
the Wesleyan missionaries have detected the presence of poisonous 
plant.~ in milk which they had purchased, on two or three occasions : 
the Chiefs will therefore only eat and drink of such things as they see 
other people partake of. We invited Gacela to join us at Bethel, 
whither he followed us in the evening, attended by one of his sons ; 
and through the medium of his missionary-our kind friend J. L. 
Doehne-we had some interesting conversation. Gacela is an 
intelligent man, and more dispo~ed to promote the improvement of 
his people than any others: he alluded to the present of agricultural 
implements sent by Friends of Birmingham to .Mocomo, and 
gave us a broad hint that such a present would be very acceptable 
to himself. It was pleasant to spend an evening on our return with 
J. L. Doehne and his wife: the latter had returned to him since our 
first visit, restored to robust health, and was now pursuing her 
duties as his helpmeet in a way which impressed us very &j?reeably. 
We heard to-day that before the late rain Tyalee's rainmaker suc
ceeded in obtaining R meeting between Tyale and Sutu to deliberate 
upon ~ending the Scotch missionaries out of the country, because he 
~aid they prcve11ted the rain, They agreed to consult Mocomo be
fore determining on the measure. But before his answer could be 
received they were deluged with rain ; and. consequent! the evil in
tentions of this deceiver were frustrate\l'.""' Bb ~ se had the 
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audacity to go to the people on the Kei, and to tell them that they 
must pay him for the rain for it was his ; and he returned with 
ubout twenty head of cattle. 

22nd 8rd mo. We parted from our friends at Bethel and return~ 
to King William's Town, where we were again kindly welcomed by 
John Brownlee and family. The late rnins have produced an au
tumnal spring. Apple, pear, and plum-trees are a second time in 
blossom ; and the grass is sprini,:ini in all quarters. Much lo" is 
sustained by cattle overeating themselves, or by eating young poison
ous plants. Among the shrubs now in blossom is one wi1h flowers 
like those of the snowdrop-tree (hallesia), but allied to gardinea, some 
of the species of which, found in this neighbourhood, have largP fruit 
that is pleasant, when decayed, like the medlar. The fruit of a small 
fragrant lycium, which forms a low, thick bush, and h:i!l small red 
berries, is also said to be eatable and agreeably acid. In many parts 
of Caffraria the ground is thrown into grave-like ridges, irregularly 
connected, and very troublesome to travd amongst. This is particu
larly the case between Burns Hill and Pirie. J. Browlee attributes 
this to the large earthworms of this country, which continually work 
away from the wet in rainy weather, and successively casting the 
earth from the places where any small quantity of water accumulates 
in rain, in process of time their work forms these troublesome 
mounds. 

23rd 3rd mo. After calling on the traders here to obtain informa
lion on the &tate of the rivers between us and the colony, which, 
since we were here the first time, have often been impassable for 
several days, we set out for the \Vesleyan station of Mownt Cote, 
distant about ten miles, leaving Habul Matroos to proceed to the 
Kat River on second-day, with two of our horses and some of our 
luggnge, which we can now spare. Mount Coke is on elevated 
ground, and is visible from King William's Town: it is situated on 
a branch of the Buffalo River. The road to it lies over hilly, grassy, 
country, which is thickly inhabited, especially in the valleys, in which 
the Caffers are harvesting their corn. The grass is now beautifully 
enamelled with flowers, among which are various species of oxalis. 
white, lilac, and crimson; a yellow mesembryanthemum ; a bulbine 
of the same colour; and a slender white hyacinth-like flower. having 
the blossoms in an umbel, and smelling like garlic. A larger spe
cies allied to this, but having pink blosroms, is also plentiful in the 
margins of brooks ; and Strelitzia regina abounds in the crevices of 
rocks that project above the grass on the hills, but it is not yet in 
blossom. Henderick N ooka, our Caffer guide, tells us that the peo
ple eat the seeds of this genus, some other species of which grow on 
the coast. One of our horses became violently ill from eating young 
11:rass! but recovered, after lying down several times and rolling through 
severity of pain. It was found necessaliy,,to,y~p1fi@<goiog at a brislt 
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pace when upon his reet. \Ve arrived at Mount Coke early in the 
evening, and were kindly welcomed by Richard and Ann Taintonand 
their numerous family. R. Tainton is an artisan catechist. Mount 
Coke, like most other places in this country, beats marh of the de
va.~tations of war. The old mission-house, which was of stone, is in 
ruins, and there are but few inhabitants upon the place. Some of 
these are living in huts of wattle-and-dab, of which material are the 
unfinished houses of the missionary and cntec-hist, anrl a rude building, 
without doors or windows, used as a chapel. Thirteen young boys, 
sons of Chiefs, are placed here to be educated, and it is intendt>d also 
to receive the sons of counsellors, in the hope of inculcating Christian 
principles and destroying the national superstitions and immoralities 
among the most influential portion of the community. 

24th 8rd mo. First-day. The public congregations were unusually 
small. Probably many of the people in the neighbourhood were ab
sent in consequence of some dance, for but few of them have come 
decidedly under the influence of the Gospel. At this station-Mount 
Coke-there are only one man and eight women members of the 
Wesleyan church. The whole company assembled might amount 
to fifty. The meetings were left to us to be held according to the 
manner of Friends. R. Tainton interpreted into such Caffer as the 
people on the station could understand, and a Caffer into such as 
would be intelligible to strangers. The only stations belonging to 
the W esleyan11 that were not destroyed by the Caffer11 in the late war 
were Clarkbury and Buntingville. The former was preserved by 
a Chief, who put some persons into the houses to take care of them ; 
and Richard and Ann Tainton remained at the latter, notwithst1md
ing the remonstrances of their friends. Faku, the Amaponda Chief, 
who was considered an ally of the English, was much disturbed when 
their removal was talked of; and they, not feeling that they could 
leave with peace to their own minds, expressed a willingness to stay, 
on which he forbad their going. The communication with the colony 
was cut off for eighteen month11 ; but they felt well 1atisfied in having 
acted on their own impressions of duty, and in having trusted in God 
for protection in remaining, instead of fleeing towards the colony for 
the hPlp of man. Several of the natives who had cume under some 
measure of religious impression left the place with the missionary, 
~nd afterwards fell into the temptation of going out in skirmishing 
ID parties against the hostile Caffers, in the hope of making reprisals 
o_f cattle, and lost their lives in these affrays. Had the views of mis
s10narie~ geuerally been clear on the anti-Christianity of war, probably 
m_any of them might have acted differently to what they did; but 
~Ith few exceptions, they are yet much in the dark in regard to this 
important branch of Christian doctrine. 

While resident at Buntingville, R. and A. Tainton witnessed many 
remarkable interpositions of the Most Higlh~'ilfeJ~{l)oo . (!!)f his own 
great name, in confounding the rainmakers, and also hi giving rain 
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when the people joined the missionaries in praying to Him for i1, as 
well as in breaking the power of those Chiefs who set themselves 
against missionRry instruction. Richard Tointon gained great place 
with Faku, and prevailed with him to spare the women and children 
in his wars. In some instances he also succeeded in preventing "·ars, 
and in reconciling matters, when the Chief was offended, by hasty 
and imprudent acts of missionaries. And when Faku designed to 
comply with the diabolical practice of killing a near relative, in order 
to wash himself with a decoction of the viscera out of the skull of 
the victim, with a view of rendering himself invulnerable, R. Tain
ton inquired of the Caffer how his father, his grandfather, and his 
great-grandfather died, and he was successively informed thRt they 
were killed : hence he argued the absurdity of supposing that such 
washings rendered men invulnerable, since all these were so washed: 
he then declared the practice to be abominable in the sight of God, 
who, he suggested, might possibly spare Faku to die a natural death 
if he abstained from this great sin ; and the Chief consequently re
linquished his design. 

R. and A. Tainton took great pains in endeavouring to fur
nish employment to the Caffers at Buntingville of such a nature 
as should bring them a profitable return; and in some measure 
succeeded, by getting them to grow cayenne-pepper, and to pre
pare a sort of paste from it that is used as a condiment at sea and in 
India. But at length they were removed to another station, and 
this was all given up. When we were there we observed some of 
the pepper-bushes, and were informed that some persons who had 
been there formerly had attempted the growth of the article, but 
little seemed to be known on the subject. From the appearance of 
things upon the spot, I think there is ground to conclude the mission 
there received a blow by their removal from which it has never re
covered. The evils attendant on the frequent removals among the 
Wesleyans are great, and they are not the only community in South 
Africa whose work has been impeded by injudicious removals. When 
missionaries and other officers have just begun to be familiar with the 
language of an uncivilized people, and to gain R little of their confi
dence, and a door of usefulness has been opened before them, and 
plans of improvement have been projected and even entered upon, they 
have been taken into another field, and thus the benefit that had 
act."rued has been crushed, and the growing energies which were ex
panding with the opening prospect of success have been damped 
The same spirit of removal has also sometimes taken persons of 
little judgment from places where comparatively little was required, 
and where their other talents rendered them useful, 10 situations where 
the greatest discretion was requisite, and where the success of the 
whole attempt was in danger of being overthrown by their want of it. 
This and many other evils arise from mRn undertaking to direct 
i~ those things which ought to be manal l d hich can only be 
rightly managed, in the counsel ofGi'll'; 0 d Y g e 



The school at Mount Coke is now very small, in consequence 
of the harvest, and also of the children not having had any re
wards for a long time. Small as rewards may be, they are a 
motive to induce Caffer children to attend school, and to 11trive 
to learn; and, as in many instances, neither they nor their pa
rents have much idea of the benefits of education, the attendance 
flags when the rewards are not dispensed. R. Tainton is of the 
mind that rewards are the most usefully given on the attainment 
of specific points of progress in learning : he thinks large schools 
might be had at the missionary stations, if persons were provided 
specifically to teach them, and to direct the cultivation of land, &c., 
for the support of the children, who would require also a little help 
in clothing. Probably this might prove the most effectual means of 
civilizing the inhabitant11, and of promoting the reception of the 
Gospel. More attention is wanting at the Wesleyan stations, as 
well as at some others, to schools, and alao to the means of the peo
ple acquiring sufficient money to procure necessary clothing aud im
prove their general condition. Without attention to these points it 
is not likely the ground gained among the Caffers will be retained. 
In some places the people obtained clothing by their little earnings in 
assisting to build the mission-premises; but these are now nearly 
worn out, and they are reverting to the kaross, and with a reversion 
to ancient costume there is a great danger of reversion to ancient 
practices. 

25th Srd mo. After finishing some letters to go by the messenger 
to Fort Pedie to be forwarded, we took leave of Richard and Ann 
Tainton and their family, and set out for Wesleyville, another mis
sionary-station, about fifteen miles distant, The road lay over grassy 
bills, some of which were rather stony, and across the Kalumna, an 
insignificant brook, excepting in rainy weather, running in a deep ra
vine, We passed a considerable number of Caffer kraals ; at one of 
which, in a hut at a distance from the rest, there were about a dozen 
young men who had lately been circumcised, and who, according to 
their custom, during the period of consequent separation, which 
lasts till the corn is harvested, were whitewashed. Some of them 
were dancing with indecent gesticulations, and were dressed in kilts 
and caps, made oft he leaves of the little palm of South Africa (phcenix 
reclinata), and others were naked. Our horses were much affrighted 
at their.appearance. We were, however, kindly received by Charles 
and Elizabeth Grubb (the artisan and his wife), and by Richard 
Hulley, the catechist, all of whom are lately come to the station. 
The evening was spent in pleasant converse. Richard Hulley and 
Charles Grubb have spent many years in Caffraria: the former was 
once engaged in trading about the mouth of the Bashee, where they 
both say Caffers are very numerous and exceedingly desirous of mis
sionaries, for whom there is an open door i an rts of Caffcr
land where none are yet stationed. Digitized by 00 



26th 3rd mo. The Wesleyville station was despoiled during the 
late war, and its inhabitants were scattered: some of them afterwards 
settled at the Beeka and Newton Dale, two stations nearer to the 
colony, and others went to other places; bur few have return<-d hither. 
The houses of the missionary and artisan are both in a dilapidated 
state: the end of the former fell in during the late rain. A chapel 
built of stone is just roofed, which will be an accommodation. A !on 
of John Ayliff keeps a store at this starion, in a little wattle-and-dab 
hut. Stores, if conducted by conscientious persons, are often uscful 
in such situations, being an encouragement to trading, which has a 
civilizing tendency ; but it is hurtful where persons ore allowed to 
contract debts, as at some of the Hottentot stations. The trade with 
the Caffers is conducted chiefly by barter. We had a meeting in the 
forenoon in a large room in the mission-house, at which the morher 
of Palo, a neighbouring Chief, and one of his brothers were present, 
along with several other Caffers. Richard Hulley interpreted for us 
Yery satisfactorily. 

27th 3rd mo. After an early dinner and further conversation with 
Richard Hulley and Charles and Elizabeth Grubb, we resumed our 
journey, and passed over a country somewhat broken, with sev<-r.al 
deep ravines, most of which had insignificant streams of water in them 
even at this season, after heavy rains. The Kaiskamma is here a 
considerable river. Its woody banks are now very gay. We made but a 
shortstop at the Beeks, as the missionary, whose name is Shepstone, was 
not returned, and there was no person in charge. About thirty Caffer 
families are settled here, and there are more in the neighbourhood. 
A mission-house and a chapel have been erected. 'We took tea with 
a young man named Penr.y, a Wesleyan. who has a store here, and 
who rode with us ro Fort Peddie, about six miles further, which is a 
military-post, on a reserve on which many Fingoes are located under 
the auspices of the colonial Governmenr, and on which there is a 
Wesleyan missionary station, in charge of a catechist named Richard 
Walker, by whom and by his family we were kinJly wekomed. 

28th 3rd mo. About one thousand Fingoes are located here in 
sevf'rel kraals, within a mile of the mission-house and chapel: the 
latter is not yet completed : it is to be used also as a schoolhoure. 
We accompanied Hichnr<l Walker to the post on the opposite side of 
the valley in which the Fingoes have their gardens. About forty Hot
tentot soldiers and six.ty British, one of thr latt~r of whom is pious, are 
stationed here for the protection of the Fingoes, who eight months 
since were attacked by some neighbouring Caffers, who took about 
two thousand head of cattle from them, but a small part of which 
were restored on the interference of the colonial Government. In the 
Afternoon some Caffers passed. racing with oxen, which is one of their 
favourite amuRements: itis not, however, a ,ra ir;i "race, but merely 
for the purpose of seeing which ox rtffi&12fli~'ies . l:>ne or two men on 
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horseback go first, whom the oxen follow, and the other parties go 
after, being also mounted on horses. 

In the evening we had a meeting at the military-post with the 
Europeans. The opportunity was one in which the message or 
mercy through Jesus Christ, was largely declared, and the judgments 
of God upon impenitent sinners were plainly set forth. A consider
able measure of solemnity prevailed, yet there seemed no opening 
for vocal prayer before separating. 

29th 8rd mo. There are here twelve European and fifteen Fin goes 
members of the Wesleyan church, and there are seventeen Fingo 
catecbumens. Few of the Fingoes can read, and the school for their 
instruction is only held on First-days, for want of room. This will 
be remedied "'hen the chapel is finished. A milit:iry school is held 
daily at the post, in the room now used for worship. \Ve l1ad a large 
meetini,r with the Fingoes in the forenoon. in which J oscph Walker, 
a son of R. W., who speaks Caffer like his mother-tongue, wa!I our 
interpreter. \Ve had much to communicate to the people on the 
dealings of God with their nation, particularly pointing ont his good
ness in now offering them the blessings of the knowledge of the Gos
pel of his dear Son. A temperance-meeting was hehl at the post in 
the evening; the attendants principally military. Spirituous liquors 
being excluded here, the people are accessible in a considerable degree 
to temperance reasoning. Wine is still sold at a sort of barrack
canteeo, under the charge of a sergeant; and this liquor, like the 
generality of Cape wines, being 11trongly spirited, keeps up a destruc
tive appetite for powerful stimulants, and is not unfrequently used to 
an intoxicating excess. 

80th Srd mo. Last evening a thunderstorm came on, and the rain 
continued most of to-day. The Fingoes are an interesting, sober, 
industrious people; but having been in a sort of slavery among the 
Caffers, they have something of that cunning and concealment of 
character which slavery induces: they are far from being openly 
thievish, like many of the Caffers. It is remarked that a Caffer who, 
if unconnected with you, would steal your horse, will suffer no one to 
steal it if it be committed to his charge, and will himself faithfully 
deliver it up; but a Fingo, who would not himself steal, will easily 
fall into a combination to rob. The Fingoes about Fort Peddie are, 
however, sufficiently honest to admit of tools, &c., being left out with
out loss. Joseph Walker, the eldest son of the catechist, bas a store 
here: he had one also at the Beeka, but the person who attended to 
it was murdered about fifteen months ago, hy some Caffers, of whom 
he had bought a calf-skin, because he produced the skin and acknow
ledged having purchased it of ceru,in parties who had stolen it, 
and were thus discovered. The weather having become finer in 
the evening, we took leave of our kind friends -t> f 9.rt eddie, and 
rode to Net11tan Dak, another Wesleyail''~~li.Hon :l.-Rfc ard Walker 
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accomanjed us part of the way. The country was grassy and un
dulating, but not of very fertile aspect. At Newton Dale we were 
kindly welcomed by the missionary and his wife, William Binnington 
and Maria Boyce, natives of Hull, in Yorkshire. 

81st Srd mo. First-day. My dear companion and myself had the 
privilege of addressing about one hundred Caffers,through the medium 
of Mary Philmore, a pious young woman, who interpreted with great 
facility and propriety: she is a daughter of an Albany settler, and has 
a sister married to a son of a person of the same class. Newton 
Dale is in the country of the Christian Calfer Chief Kama, who is a 
member of the church here, along with eleven others of his nation. 
There are also three catechumens. The school usually held here 
has from forty to fifty pupils. 

1st 4th mo. Newton Dale is twelve miles from Fort Peddie. The 
situation is pleasant; and though the rivulets are not sufficiently re
gular to admit uf irrigation, there is a good deal of cultivation in the 
valleys ; but in dry weather the pools in the bed of the river are brack• 
ish: this is also the case at Fort Peddie, and at the Beeka, yet not so 
much so as to render the water unwholesome. These three stations in 
what was formerly the neutral territory have been commenced since the 
war. There are a few copses about Newton Dale abounding with the, 
arboreous euphorbium, from the roots of which springs a small para.site 
allied to orobanche. We were detained here to-day by the straying of 
our horses. The evening was spent in pleasant conversation. We are 
far from being of one mind on all things with W. B. Boyce; but we 
esteem him a sincere man ; and the study of the Caffer language has 
been greatly facilitated by his discovery of the principles of its ea
phonic concordance . 

.2nd 4th mo. We parted from our friends at Newton Dale, and 
traversed a few grassy hills, stony in some places, and diversified 
by copses, gay with flowering shrubs. Flowers are also nu
merous in the open grounds. In some of the shallow pools a 
crinum of purple red shaded into white is very abundant and 
beautiful. About four miles after leaving Newton Dale we entered 
the Fish River bush, and at the same time began to descend into the 
deep ravine in the clay-slate formation, in which the river flows. 
This bush is of many, miles extent and very thick. Spekboom and 
arboreons euphorbia are among the principal plants of which it is 
formed. The former has thick branched trunks and numerous smaller 
branches, thickly set with small flattish fleshy leaves: it rises to about 
ten feet in height, and is the favourite food of the elephant, which a 
few years ago abounded here, but was so generally destroyed for the 
sa~e of his ivory that he is now rarely seen. The two-horned 
rhmoceros, bu~alo, lion_, leopard, ~yen.a, an,d:wild 10g (hyena)! and 
some less formidable ammals, are st1JIDf(j'IJebf~u~ r , and the hippo-
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potamus retains his place near the river's mouth: he is known in 
Africa by the name of the sea-cow, and still abounds in the mouths 
of the rivers of Caffraria: sometimes he walks into the gardens of 
the Caffcrs, in such ncighbourhoo<ls, and commits great depredations 
among their corn. We saw the prints of his large feet in the mud of 
the drift where we crossed the Fish River. This is called Caffers' 
Drift: it is wide and stony, and has a broad margin of reeds on each 
side, which, wi1h the flowing of the tide, occasions a great dt>posit of 
mud on both sides, that renders it ditHcult to cross, even by wading 
and leading the horses. The beautiful S1relitzia regina was abundant 
and in flov. er on the north side of the ravine: it is very plentiful m 
this country, growing in large tufts among the bushes. 

Return f,-u,n CaJJ'mria lo Albany. 

Having been favoured to pass the river in safety, and washed off 
part of the mud with which some of us were bespattered and be
smeared, we ascrnded the opposite bank, which also was woody and 
steep as well as tedious; the path only just admitting the horses. 
Waggons have to go many miks round. At about one mile and a half 
from the river we emerg-:id from the bush, near a deserted military 
post, where we off-~addlcd to refresh our horses and partake of a lillle 
of the provision made for us by our friends, and such as we have been 
kindly supplied with at the stations we have visited. We had not 
been Ion!? here before we were joined by Richard Gash of Salem and 
George Barnes, a pious man in the commissariat department, at the 
neighbouring military post, called Cafiers'-Drif't Post. The former 
had expressed a wish to meet us on our return from Caffraria, and we 
had written to him from Mount Coke to inform him of the probable 
time of our return to the colony, and though we had not specified the 
time to a day, yet, by the overruling of a gracious Lord, we were 
now brought together just when the services of the young man who 
conducted him were most useful. We wished to see an aged couple 
of the name of Munro, in the service of the London :Missionary So
ciety, who we knew were located somewhere among these wild woody 
hills, but whose abode we should not have been likely to have found 
without the assistance of such a guide, who led us by an intricate 
path to the spot by the side of the Kap Iliver. John 1lunro and his 
wife were dwelling in a tent, till a long thatched cottage, now nearly 
rompleted, should be ready for their reception. About fifteen Hot
tentot families are located around them, and a few more at a short 
distance. These people are rationed for a few months by the Govern
ment, to give them time to establish themselves: they arc designed as 
a sort of frontier-barrier between the colonists and the Callers, and 
there are some other such companies placed along the boundary. The 
experiment is considered as not very likely to succeed. The soil in 
!on1e of the places is poor, and the Hotten tots are not so generally 
industrious as readily to overcome dilficuhies, eii_pecialLv those who 
having been living in large towns have rb:ecomtC:no. !fan usually 
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demoralizeil by the use of spirituous liquors; of this clas", and tb<™! 
scarcely better, who have been in the army, are many of these St'ttled 

• here. Some of them, have, however begun to cultivate ground and 
have some patches of Indian corn. W c folt much for J. Munro and 
his wife, about whom there is a savour of piety. They are 100 f11r 
advanced in years to have to begin a new station, after ha\·ing spent 
the best of their years in R town. Another hour's ride brought us to 
the present Caffers'-Drift Post, where about thirty Hottentots of the 
Cape corps are stationed, under the command of a young officer. 
Here we called on George and Ann Barnes, the former of whom I 
have already mentioned. We became the guests of John and Ann 
Cawood, Wesleyan~, from the border of Lancashire. In some of1he 
narrow woody valleys about the Kap river, the African date (Phrenix 
redinata) attains to about ten feet in height: it is a highly ornamental 
little palm: it frequently bears the name of coffee-tree, because of the 
form and size of its seeds, which nevertheless are not available for 
the purposes of coffee. 

Srd 4th mo. We breakfasted with George and Ann Barnes, with 
whom we had some religious service, and afterwards had a meeting 
at the Post, where the barrack-room was readily granted for the por
pose, and quickly prepared for occupation by an English sergeant. We 
rode to Cl umber in the afternoon: the greater part of the inhabitants 
of this part of the country are W esleyans. They were generally na
duced to poverty by the war, and the foeling of uncertainty with re~ard 
to the tenure of the things of time which this trying dispensation left 
was probably a means of preparing them to esteem spiritual things 
more properly than before. Since that period an extensive awaken
ing and revival of religion has taken place among them, which though 
much spurious excitement might have attended at first, has left many 
seals to the goodness and mercy of Got! in Christ Jesus; among 
whom is Richard Halley: he was formerly unsteady, but is now a 
quiet, sweet-spirited Christian. He related to us an instance of 
miraculous healing, that occurred at the time of his being effectually 
turned to the Lord, with much simplicity. He had been spending 
some time with unsteady companions, when he wns applied to to 

obtain some honey for a missionary who was ill. In endeavouring 
to do this he ascended a tree and cut out a wild-bees' nest, but ~lip
ping his hold he fell from the branch on which he stood to anod1er, 
and ultimately to the ground, by which he broke one or more of his 
ribs. The injury was attended by great pain and sucreeded by locked. 
jaw, so that he was extremely ill for about three weeks. When in 
this 11tate he felt that unless Divine mercy was extended he should 
perish, body and soul; and under a powerful conviction of the awful
ness of his situation, he arose from his bed, and on bended knees im
plored the dt!liverance of both. When praying, he thought he heard 
a voice encouraging him to persevere, wifh. the assurance that he 
should conquer, and soon after he lfelt00a0Y gr a c 1i\nge in himself; 
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his mind was filled with peace and his body with comfort; he moved 
himself about to feel the extent of the change, and found that his 
broken rib was healed and his jaw loosed ; his pain was also gone, 
and he returned to bed with tears of joy and songs of thanksgiving : 
he was much emaciated by his previous illness, during which he had 
been unable to sleep, but now as he laid praising the Lord for his 
goodness, he heard again as it were a voice, which now said," Peace, 
be still:" his mind attending to this if"\junction, became quiet, and he 
fell asleep, and in the morning he awoke, still much reduced in flesh 
but in sound health, which he 11till enjoys. From the house of Richard 
Hulley we proceeded to that of Thomas and Mary Peel, from the 
west of Yorkshire ; the former of whom is master of a school held in 
the chapel of the Wesleyans, among whom he is a local preacher. In 
the evening 1he neat liltle thatched and whitewashed chapel was well 
filled with people from the surrounding country, who support them
selve.q by agriculture, lime-burning, &c. Much of the time of the 
meeting was spent in silence, under the feelings of emptiness and 
weakness, but at length there seemed sufficient opening to quote 
the pa,sage of Scripture, "Resist the devil and he will flee from 
you : draw nigh unto God and he will draw nigh unto you," and to 
make a few comments, as well as to offer up vocal supplication. My 
dear companion also exhorted the people to keep close to the Lord 
in spirit, and to avoid trusting in outward excitement.<i for the main
tenance of a devotional spirit. While engaged in these exercises a 
precious feeling of Divine unction came gra,lually over the meeting, 
to our great refreshment of soul, and under this sense of the goodness 
and mercy of God we separated. 

. 4th 4th mo. At seven o'clock we met a little congregation, and 
were eminently owned by the Lord's presence, both as we sat in silence 
and laboured v,ocally in the Gospd. The majority of the people in 
this neighbourhood are pious Wesleyans, in huml.,le circumstances, 
from Nottinghamshire, Yorkshire, &c. About half of their houses and 
some of their chapels were burnt during the Caifer war : the chapel 
at Ebenezer escaped; by some its being undisturbed was attributed 
to the circumstance of a Bible being left in it by J. Usher, which 
was taken for a sign of occupation, and the Caffers universally burnt 
unoccupied premises, to prevent their being converted into barracks. 

5th 4th mo. John Peel accompanied us to Port Frances, usually 
called the Kowie, being situaled at the mouth of a river of that name: 
it is a pretty little village which was intended for the principal port 
of Albany when Bathurst was designed to be the chief town of the 
eastern province. Here we had a meeting in a building belonging 
to an inhabitant named William Sheppard, in which also the Wes
leyans hold public worship, the Caffers having burnt their chapel nt 
thi!! place. This meeting was one in which we elt an openness in 
regard to religious labour, yet there wlisJit1110tv oblP l<n1easure of 
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heayenly unction as in those of Ebenezer and Clumber; but this ,us 
not to be expected, as the congregation W&ll of a much more mixed 
character. In the afternoon we rode to Bathurst, intending to have 
a meeting there in the e\'ening, but so heavy a rain came on u 
prevented people assembling. 

6th 4th mo. The village of Batli11rst, with its thatched and white
washed English-looking cottages and houses srattered among bushy 
fields, looked beautiful this morning. The gentle hills on which it is 
situated overlook the sea at about eight miles' distance. A pretty 
little Episcopal place of worship is built on an elevated spot com
manding a view of the town. The minister's name is Barrow: he 
was educated by J. Slee, in Cumberland, for whose memory h~ 
entertains a high esteem. We called upon him in company with the 
Government schoolmaster and a resident in the place, with whose 
brother we were acquainted in New South Wales. They frec-ly 
allowed us the use of the chapel this morning, and we mustered 
a congregation of about fifty perilons, including a young military 
officer, a few Hottentot soldiers, a young man in the commissa
riat department, and a few of the persons that usually meet here. 
It was a season of Divine favour demanding thankfulness. Afier 
dinner T. Peel accompanied us part of the way through the Kowie 
bush, which is much like that of the Fish River. Here we separated 
from this simple-hearted man, with whom we have enjoyed a measure 
of Christian fdlowship, such as is always refreshing to the soul. We 
now pursued our route, attended only by Hendrick Nooka. The 
way laid for a consider!lble distance along the bottom of the deep 
woody ravine of the Kowie, in the sides of which strelitzia was almn
dantly in flower, and which was here and there open and grassy. But 
the grass was much more abundant as we proceeJed over a series of 
hills separated by woody kloofs, toward Tlieopulis, a station of the 
London Missionary Society, where we met n hearty welcome from 
Thomas Merrington. On our way hither we disturbed a pair of 
rattels, which made off with all speed among the grass, that gre:stly 
hindered their'progress, their legs being very short. Eggs and honey 
Rre favourite kinds of food with these animals. The latter, the pro
duce of the common honey-bee, is abundant in many ports c,f South 
Africa, in clefts of rocks, holes in the ground, &c. Possibly that 
making nests in trees may be another .;;pcL"ies. 

7th 4th mo. First-day. An aged German mrsstonary. after 
having preached for some time, nfforded us an opportunity of address
ing the people through the medium of Thomas Edwards, the resident 
schoolmaster. The present population of Theopolis ranks low among 
the Hottentots of the various stations of the London Missionarv SP
cicty. most of the more onlerly imcl industrious families h~virg 
removed to the Kat Hiver. The Fingocs ud Be huanas de.:idcdly 
excel the present generation of HortefllO't ti g-y and industry; 
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the latter having been brought to look upon work as a tRsk, and into 
con~r.quent 1wgligence by the oppression under which they long 
laboured in the colony; and probably like the Bushmen and Kornnns, 
other branches of the same lllllion, and their neighbours the Catlers, 
they were nc\'er accustomed to much work. The Hottcntots here 
re!;idc in cottat!cs, most of \\'hich are however much out of repair, and 
the Fi11gof's and Bechuanas in bet'hivc-huts. The coloured popula
tion of Thcopolis i~ at present taken at three hundred and twenty, 
a uout fifty of whom are members of the church residing' at the 
station; t\rn-thircls of these arc females, and there are nearly half as 
many non-residents, \\ hose names are still on the list. 

8th 4th mo. The attendance of the infant-school at Theopolis is 
from sixty to seventy: that for elder children varies in attendance 
from fifteen to fifty. A good proportion of the pupils read the Tes
tament in English. At this station, as well as some others, there is 
a want of efficient discipline, and a consequent want of harmony 
among the people. And tlie common c~usc of lamentation here and 
elsewhere is, that many who ha\'e hecn awakened, and who through 
repentance 01:d faith in Christ hRvc a11ai11ed to a measure of peace in 
e sense of the forgiveness of past si11s, have not kept to their first 
love, but have lapsed into a lukewarm state, or even into such cold
ncs!', that though old sins may not ha\·e been returned to, it is never
thekss difficult to say tlrnt ~piritual life remains. Thcopolis is only a 
few miles from the sc.i. l\Iuch of the country between is sandy bilh1 
on a basis of compact sandstone. \Ve have left the more fertile 
basaltic country since returning across the Great Fish River, which 
is in the clay-slate formation. 

9th 4th mo. Last evening we had a parting interview with the 
Hottentots, to whom much counsel was extended on the importance 
of honesty, industry, temperance, love, proper care of families, and 
general attention in all things, to walk as bccometh godliness; and 
this morning we took leave of the labourers in the mission, who are 
much to be folt for. Thcopolis being in the proximity of Graham's 
Town and Bathurst, the corrupting influence of these places is 
strongly felt, especially in regard to strong drink. About four miles 
on the way toward Salem we were met by Joseph Gush, who had been 
sent by his father to conduct us. The distarn:e is t\venty-two miles. 
We off-saddled at the Karrcga, a small stn·am, nrnr which, in a copse, 
a fine gardinea was in blossom. \\" e called on a pious family of 
Baptists of the name of W cbber, the father of which, a man advanced 
i•1 years, wa,; formerly a tailor in London: he appeared well ac
quainted with experimental religion, and much filled with the spirit 
of love. Toward C\'ening we p:issed over an extensive plain, aud 
descended into the vale of the Assagai Bush Bio, in which the neat 
cotrnges and housl'S of Salem are scattered, o as to Rresent a very 
pleasing and picturcsc1uc appearance. ~~ 2Febe·y&l carty welcome 
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on arriving at Richard Gush's dwelling, from himself and his wi1, 
nml ehildren; some of whom, though but yo11ng, were made par
tnker:1 of ht'avenly blessings in the late revival of religion in this part 
of the country. 

Visit lo Gralin1n'1 Torvn and Salem. 
l 0th 4th mo. We proceeded about fifteen miles to Graham'• 

Town, in company with Richard Gush and his son Joseph, whose 
business, as builders, lies chiefly in that place. Much of the road u 
through a picturt!sque pass, called Howeson's Poorte. Here we 
received letters from our dear friends in England, Van Diemen'a 
Land, Mauritius, and Cape Town, containing various and_ deeply 
interesting information. 

I Ith 4th mo. We took tea and spent the evening with William 
Shaw and his wife and family, in company with several Wesleyan 
missionaries at prrsent residing in Graham's Town. Much inte~t
ing conversation p:issed on the slate of their missions,-their want 
of more labourers at the various stations to enable them to pursue 
school-operations more efficiently, to establish infant-schools, instruct 
the natives in useful arts, &c.; also on the desirableness of many more 
stations among the aborigines, their low tone of morals, the frootier
regnlations, the ~reater honesty of the Gouguabi Caffers than of the 
Gaika~, &c. On these subjects, so far as they were gone into, the 
missionaries appeared united with us in judgment: they manifested 
much openness. 

l~th 4th mo. We made a few calls, and I spent the afternoon with 
John Lock, of the London Mi~sionary Society. We had murh coo• 
versation on the slate of the Caffers and of the frontier. The depre
dations committed by some of the Geika Calfcrs and the Tambookics 
upon the horses and cattle of the srttlers nre certainly grievous. The 
principles of the treaties with the Catfers are much complained of by 
the settlers, who being generally persons of little education hue oot 
learned to discriminate IJetween the just principles of the treaties and 
the defective arrangements for carrying them into operation; the 
latter of which appear to have been adopted without much regard to 
the motives which influence human narure; the coORequenre is that 
the thieving of the Catlcrs is as great es it was before the war, if no& 
greater. 

I 3th 4-th mo. We ha\'c concluded to sell bv auction such of our 
horses and cattle as are too much run down i~ condition to IJe in a 
suitable state for the prosecution of our journey. G. W. \\'alker 
returned to Salem thi3 morning with Joseph Gush; and I accom
pnnieu Richard Gush in the afternoon: he pointed out a little copse 
by the road-side into which on his way to anq, . .fr~m Salem during the 
Calfcr war, he was in tbe practice oflri!th'in~~ i upon the Lord 
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but he might foll in with the armed Caffers ; but on f~,eling peaceful 
in the prospect of proceeding, he considered himself safely committed 
into the hand of the Lord. 

14th 4th mo. First-day. In the afternoon our meeting wns held 
after the manner of Friends. The congregation was pretty numerous, 
and both my dear companion and myself had some service among 
them, chiefly of a cautionary nature. The meeting separated quietly 
after vocal prayer had been offered up. In the evening we had a silent 
but very satisfactory opportunity with Richard Gush and his wife. 

15th 4th mo. We took tea with James Cameron and his wife, and 
a few other pious W esleyans, with whom we had some satisfactory 
conversation, and also some more direct religious communication, 
in a way that is often opened for us through the medium of family 
devotional exercises, which we are frequently requested to conduct in 
our own way. 

16th 4th mo. The anniversary meeting of the Salem Auxiliary 
Bible Society took place. This was the first Bible Suciet_y established 
in Albany, and the contributions to it have been most liberal. The 
interest exhibited by the inhabitants of Salem on behalf of the emi
grant Boers was interesting; many of them went from this neigh
bourhood, where they were people of property, and they are now 
greatly reduced; and some of those who fell into the snare of emigrat
ing, are said by persons not all ignorant of the faults of this class 
of people, to have been pious. A case of Bibles had been provided 
for them some time back, which Daniel Lindley was requested to 
take in charge, with the expression of the Christian sympathy of the 
meeting, both for them and for the unenlightened Zulus, with whom 
they are reported now to be at peace. We spent the evening with 
a large company at the house of William· Henry Mathews, and had 
com·er!ation on the importance and advantages of the total abstinence 
system. 

17th 4th mo. We rode to a place which has received the apprl
lation of Farmer Field, distant about an hour's ride on horseback 
from Salem. This is a sort of missionary st:ition, devoted to the 
benefit of the coloured tribes. They have already a school, in which 
a few youths, rising towards manhood,-some of whom are sons 
of Berhana and Korona, Chiefs residing beyond the Orange River,
are instructed in English, Dutch, Sichuana, and Caffer, with a 
view to their being employed as schoolmasters at missionary 
stations. Several of these youths have mnde good progress, and 
are pious. The design is also to locate liberated slaves, Bechuanas, 
and Caffers or Fingoes in three distinct groups,~uffici ntly nt>ar to 
each other to render the chapel and scRiJb'li ~a1,1l9 &Jssible to nil. 
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The different habits of these classes seem to make such a separation 
necessary, at least for a time. The estate contains six thousand 
acres: it was formerly a sheep-farm ; but the country is better 
adapted for homed-cattle and agriculture: it is tl1ought to be equal to 
the support of about fifty families, exclusive of mechanics. Each fa
mily is to occupy an erf~ as tenant, and to have common pasturage OHr 
the estate, under certain re~ulations. There is ground to expect that 
institutions of this kind will increase the agricultural labourers of the 
dianricts where they are placed, and at the same time keep them under 
good care, with regard to common cducati 1m and religious instruction. 
The place is named after a person in London well known among the 
\V esleyans for his liberality: it is grassy and pleasantly situated, but 
not in the most fertile part of Albany, the general soil of which is far 
from rich. On the way to Farmer Field the company called on Carey 
Hobson and his wife, the former of whom was a nephew of the late 
Dr. Carey, of India: they with their family were d 11·e!ling in a tent, for 
the convenience of attending to sheep feeding far from their house. 
In the evening we had an opportunity of addressing a small congrega
tion in the Wesleyan chapel at Salem, on the ad1·antages of total ab
stinence from all intoxicating liquors-a subject on which James 
Cameron and Richard Gush, with some others, fully unite with us 
and which they openly advocate, but which is far from havin~ found 
that place among the Wcsleyans generally in this land which it 
requires, and for want of understanding the importance of which 
some of their own body have been made weak and fallen, and, as well 
as Dutch colonists and multitudes of Hottentots, have passed pre
maturely, and there is reason to fear unprepared, into eternity. 

18th 4th mo. After breakfasting with W. H. Matthews and 
family, and having a religious interview with them and the 
boys of his school, we went, in company with James Cameron and 
Richard Gush, to a place about twelve miles from Salem, to visit 
some people who meet for devotional purposes at the house of a 
person named Norman. On the way we called upon a family of the 
name of Thornhill, also professing with the W esleyans. Their 
dwelling is n comfortable farmhouse, in II picture.-;que valley, some 
portions of which are woody, and in consequence they have more 
hyenas end leopards visiting their flocks, and jerboas and porcupines 
co.nmitting depredations on their cultivated lands, than many of their 
neighbours. The bush-buck, a species of antelope, is also common 
here. E. Thornhill told us that at one time he had a Hottentot in 
his service who was an excellent marksman, and frequently supplied 
their table with game, and that on a certain occasion the man was 
stealing quietly upon a buck near an adjacent wood, when it sud
denly started away, and left him confronted with a leop,u,l, which 
had been aiming at the same prey from the opposite direction, un
pereeil'ed by the Hottentot. The leopard immediately set up its 
back, looking surprised and ferocious: m1b''nl'an , O, ~lose to retreat, 
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and his gun was only loaded with buck-shot, but he fired, threw down 
his gun, and ran away, hearing the leopard at the same time howl 
and make a terrific uproar. Finding that the beast did not pursue 
him, he returned about half an hour afterwards, and to his great satis
faction found that his shot had inflicted a wound which had speedily 
proved mortal, and he got the skin for his prize, which would be worth 
151. to 201. in Graham's Town, where leopards' skins are bought up 
by traders to take into Caffraria, the Caffer Chiefs purchasing them 
for oxen to make karosses. Nerine undulata, a pretty pl!int of the 
amaryllis tribe, was plentifully in flower by the sides of the rivulet 
here. After dinner E. Thornhill accompanied us to the meeting, 
which took place after the kind people had refreshed us with tea and 
furnished us with dry clothing, rain having fallen during the latter 
part ofour journey. We were favoured with a time of heavenly re
freshment in waiting upon the Lord. The persons who assembled 
were chiefly such as had been awakened within a year and a half to a 
sense of the unspeakable importance of eternal things. Three orderly 
Roman Catholics were also present. In returning to Salem my com
panion's horse fell, and he went over its head, but by the overruling 
of the Preserver of men he was favoured to escape injury. We took 
tea with W. H. Matthews and family, whose dwelling is hard by the 
chapel at Salem, in which we had a small but favoured meeting, much 
openness being felt in Gospel labour. Heavy rain came on towards 
night. 

19th 4th mo. Much rain fell to-day, so that it was scarcely prac
ticable to leave the house ; the cold was also severe. 

20th 4th mo. I walked with G. Wen, Richard Gush, and his 
son William, to a place in a woody valley, where, among some· 
overhanging rocks, there are drawings of men and beasts traced with 
a red pigment, evidently the work of Bushmen, who were probably 
the original inhabitants of Albany, before it became occupied by 
Caffers. The figures of the men in this place are about nine 
inches high; those of buffaloes and other lare;e beasts much less. A 
Bechuana, accompanied by a Caffer, named Thomas, both members 
of the Wesleyan church, called to-day on Richard Gush, to bespeak 
a door and window-frames for a cottage he is about to build. This 
is the first application Richard Gush has had of snch a kind from 
a person of the Bechuana nation. Several Bechuanas and Fingoes 
are living in this neighbourhood. 

21st 4th mo. First-day. Our horses having strayed, we went on 
foot, accompanied by Richard Gush, about seven miles, to visit a little 
company assembling for public worship, at the honse of a person 
named Gardiner, where a Wesleyan local preacher usually attends on 
First-days, from Graham's Town. Mucb,,9~.im~~C§ Qt in silenc~, 
during which the overshadowing of the Divine presence was felt 1n 
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a very comforting degree. I had a little to express both in testimony 
and in supplication. My dear companion was silent. The Gardinen;, 
as well as 3 family of the Dugmores, are pious people: the latter were 
awakened through the instrumentality of a daughter, who became 
first turned to the Lord, and was made an effectual preacher to tbe 
others of the ho1Jsehold. The horses having been found soon after 
we left Salem, they were brought to us by William Gush and our 
servant Henderick. We returned to Salem, where James Cameron 
again kindly let us have a meeting in the Wesleyan chapel. Much 
time was spent in silence; but I had some close counsel to com
municate. Richard Gush nnd some other sincere-hearted people spoke 
of being comforted by this meeting; but to my own mind it was one 
of much painful feeling till near the conclusion, when I was M:nsible 
in a small degree of Divine overshadowing. Before retiring to rest 
we had a sweet season of devotional character in Richard Gusb•s 
family. 

22nd 4th mo. We called and took leave of W. H. M. and his 
wife and family, antl interesting chnrge, commending them to the 
Lord in a religious opportunity. We then took leave of the hospitable 
family of Richard Gush in the same manner, and also made parting 
calls on several other individuals. We have felt much unity with 
J. C., who appears to be a sincere-hearted man, desiring to live near 
to the Lord : yet we cannot but feel for him and many other such 
whom we love and esteem in the Lord, as being drawn out into much 
expression beyond what is to profit in the way of devotional exercise, 
and being fettered with many other trammels~nder a system that is 
not purely scriptural. 

!3rd 4th mo. We had a long conversation with T. P., an inteJ.
ligent Albany settler, who was very desirous to give us his opinion 
on various subjects connected with the frontier. In many respects 
his observations accorded with our own. Y esterdny the Lieutenant
Governor returned from a military incursion upon the Taml,ookies, 
having made reprisals of cattle alleged to be stolen by them 
and not restored according to the treaty. .Much will be nece11-
aary to prevent a return to the old military patrole system, 
which many persons evidently desire, and some better arrange
ments are needful to prevent thieving. Franci11 Owen C31ied 
to invite us to a meeting of the Church Missionary Society, from 
which we thought it best to excuse ourselves, 011 the ground of 
the great difference between our "iews or the nature of the Gospel, 
and the scriptural mode of promulgating it, and tb~e taken and 
practised by the Episcopal church. We took tea with our hone!t 
\V esleyan friends Thomas and Sarah Parker, in whom there ia much 
true Christisn simplicity. There is some fresh excitement here in 
the way of what the W esleyans term !',lg¥!.l~ ~~cef'1 persons have 
been lately awakened to a sense of the importan<c?e of aeeking for 
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aa~,ation ; and it is said that much more quietness has been main
tained under strong con,iction than at some former periods. Much 
care is necessaryat such times, especially that the preachers and 

others "·ho take an active part do not allow their own spirits to get 
excited, and in a mistaken zeal build up much " wood, hay, and 
stubble," where only "gold, silver, and precious stones'' ought to be 
found upon the one everlasting foundation. 

24th 4th mo. We made some pun-hases of stores for our 
future journey, and sent them to the Kat River, and also wrote 
some letters. \\' e afterwards made some more comments on the total 
abstinence question in the Wesleyan chapel, to an audience which wu 
not very numerous. 

25th 4th mo. But few Dutch families reside in Graham's Town, 
nor are there many in the district; several are nevertheless scattered 
here and there in the neighbourhood, to whom it is to be hoped the 
piety and proper feeling of James Pears may be useful. We visited 
the Hottentot village attached to Graham's Town, which is often 
called Phillipi, rather, I fear, in a spirit of contempt for Dr. Phillip, than 
of giving him the honour which is justly his due as the stedfast friend 
of the Hottentot nation. In this place, which is a disgrace to Gra• 
ham's Town, more than fifty families are residing in miserable huts, 
or in the most wretched hovels conceivable : some of them are mere 
fragments of rush-mats, sugar-bags, and old clothes, thrown over a 
stick stuck into the ground in a sloping direction, and eked out at 
the bottom with stones, or the bonei of the heads of bullocks or oxen. 
Most of the inhabitants are filthy in their persons, but are eMy, con
tented, and indisposed to work beyond what is necessary to get them 
a little tobal'co and the meanest fare; themselves in rags and their 
children naked. Several are living in concubinage, and spend much 
of their small earnings in brandy. Only a small proportion of their 
children live to grow up, and death makes such inroads among the 
adults as to carry of probably double the proportion compared with 
the white population. There is no doubt that the wont portion of 
the Hottentot race resort here for tlie sake of the facility of obtaining 
strong drink. .2ut making all allowance on this score, a melancholy 
picture ia here presented of the demoralizing influence of contact "ith 
the white population, of whom the Hottentot has too long had reason to 
complain, that they would scarcely pay him for labour but in strong 
drink. The white man says, to screen himself, that the Hottentot 
will Sl'arcely work without" soupies," i. e. drams. But this is easily 
remedied where there is a determination to avert the evil. There 
are here also Fingo and Bechuana villages ; but few of these people 
have yet learned to take strong drink, and there is ground to hope 
they will not, because the pral'lice of giving drnms has of late been so 
strongly and openly reprobated. o,g,tizod by Google 

/Utb 4th mo. We called on the Deputy LieuteDant-Governor, 
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Colonel Hare, last evening : he receind us kindly, converiied 
respecting the impoverished state of the Boors near Port Natal, 
and the state of the Caffer frontier, and promised us copies of the 
treaties with the frontier tribes, which were this morning furnished 
us by H. H. Hudson, the secretary, who is an intelligent and bene
volent individual. The villages ol the Fingoes and Bechuanas 
attached to Graham's Town, are composed of beehive-shaped huu, 
such as these people inhabit in their own land. The people, how
ever, acquire some ideas of civilization, which they carry back into 
their own tribes, and many of them have here come under the 
influence of Christian principle. Their saving habits are in favour of 
their preservation from the use of strong drink, which the public 
are having their eyes opened to the evil of offering or pressing as a 
payment for labour. When the Fingoes or the Bechnanas hue 
esrned sufficient for the purchase of a few goats or cows, they often 
return, the former to :Fort Peddie, and the latter across the Orange 
River. Notwith&tanding the forlorn situation of the Hottentots in 
the neighbourhood of Graham's Town, and the general practice of 
speaking evil of them, rather than patiently striving to mend them, 
there are several Hottentots of respectable appearance in the town, 
in the station of domestic servants, who seeDI to be overlooked by 
the persons that have so much to say against tbe Hottentot race. 
We had a sweet parting opportunity with the family of William 
Wright, before finally leaving Graham's Town; Richard Gush, and 
his son Joseph, being also of the company. We took the new 
road to Fort Beaufort, and crossed the Great Fish River below 
Hermane's Kraal or Fort Brown, and reached Tomlinson's Post, 
on the Koonap River, in the evening, where we lodged at a 
comfortable inn, which, however, had so small accommodation for 
servants that ours slept out of doors.. There was a considerable 
quantity of water in both rivers, from the late rains, but they were 
nevertheless easily forded. A large gang of convicts, chiefly 
Hottentots, are employed in forming the road along the side of a 
circuitous ravine, branching from tht' Fish River. They are lod~ 
in huts near the road, resembling those of the road-parties of Van 
Diemen's Lond, The hill on which these people are working is of 
clay-slate, interrupted by basalt and silicious schist. Among the 
bushes with which it is clothecl, is a species of zamia. We noticed 
a flock of guinea-fowl and another of plovers, and an animal in form 
like a polecat, in the course of our journey. 

Visit to Fort Beaufort. 

27th 4th mo. We pursued our journey to Fort Beaufort. The 
country is much improved in appearance since we were o•er it beforf'. 
Grass is everywhere abundant, ex..-ept in the __ fish River bush, 
where many of the shrubs are in flow,erc:1 bf~(o ~fm are gay, but 
several fragrant. At Fort Beaufort, we were agam kindly welcomed 
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by J. J. Smith and family; but a~ they have been visited by sickness, 
and have consequently some of their ndations with them, we obtained 
a lod_ging at a house formerly a sort of hotel, the landlord of which 
was lately deceased, and a sheriff's sale had left the poor widow 
nearly destitute of furniture. George H. Green, the Wesleyan 
minister now stationed here, kindly invited us to take our meals at 
his house. 

28th 4th mo. First-day. After breakfasting with the Greens, we 
rode with Henderick Nooka to the Blink-water. We were glad to 
find Jane Tatiwe and James Read, junior, there; who successively 
interpreted for us when we addressed a congregation of about 150 
persons, of various stations in life, from the Caffer chief Macomo to 
the humblest of his people, and including Hottentots, Gonahs (or 
Ghonaquas), and Callers, of variou11 grades of cultivation, from 
the rude red Caffer, in his greasy kaross, to the Gana and Hotten
tot bordering on European civilization, some of whom are not 
strangers to the faith of Christ. The people were assembled in the 
dry bed of a rivulet, bordered on each side with umbrageous trees, 
a place where prayer was wont to be made, and peculiarly favourable 
for the purpose in fine weather in this climate. The number 
of inhabitants is considerable in this picturesque part of the 
country, where mountnin11, wood, and grass lands are interspersed, 
and the Kat and Blink-water rivulets are scarcelv ever without 
running water. Within a few miles there are three ~chools; which 
also will now, along with this interesting congregation, fall under the 
charge of Henry Calderwood, of the London Missionary Society, who 
with Richard Birt, at a few miles' distance, may be highly useful 
on the Caffer frontier, in promoting religion and civilization, and 
discouraging theft and other vices, that excite animosity between 
them and the colonists. A cottage is in the course of erection for 
H. C. between Macomo's Kraal and a little village of Gonas, 
&c., where the wife of our guide, Henderick Nooka, and many of his 
relations reside: she, with two young children, seemed much 
rejoiced at his return. Msny of these people are quite as decent in 
appearance as a large portion of the operative mechanics in the 
West of Yorkshire and adjacent parts of Lancashire, and not 
far behind them in civilization. The Gospel had done much for 
several of the large family of Noukas. After partaking of 
Mal'orno's sour milk, which was brought us by one of his sons, 
we returned to Fort Beaufort, through a kloof of the mountains, in 
the upper part of which there were a few patches of Caffer corn. The 
copses were decorated with tecoma and plumbago capensis. The 
P~th, though much shorter than the road, took no le&1 time, being 
hilly and rough. In the evening we bad a meeting in the Wesleyan 
Sal,bath school-room, in which they also hold Rublic worship. The 
congregation might be about !00, withg,w,hoJb.:IC)ia n open season 
of Gospel labour. For the mercies of this day there is great claim 
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for thankfulness, these meeting:1 having been upon my mind, u a 
debt of Christian love, for a long time past. 

29th f.th mo. Most of the day was spent with George and Ann 
Green, whose company has been very pleasant. We took tea with 
a family of the name of Wynn, and in the evening bad a meeti~ in 
the Wesleyan school-room, for the promotion of temperance. The 
retailing of spirits is prohibited here by the Government, but 
spirituous liquors are nevertheless obtained and used to great exn-s.." 
in this place. The Caffers have lately stolen great quantities of 
hones from this neighbourhood. Probably the proposed augmenta
tion of military force upon the frontier, may hHe excited them 
to more activity in this respect. The Caffers feel, that in case of a 
war, the more men they c!an mount the stronger they are; and also, 
that the colony is proportionately weakened by the abstractioo 
of horses. The augmentation of military force upon the frontier 
increases the expense of the colony, and diverts the attention of the 
people from endeavouring to maintain a peaceable relation with the 
Caffers on Christian principles ; and, with few exceptions, the 
example and influence of the military is bad. Some of the officers 
are said to take pleasure in giving the chiefs strong drink. 

30th 4th mo. We took leave of - --, who thongh a good 
man, and one who has shown us no small kindness, we cannot but 
perceive is greatly prejudiced against the coloured people, and 
against many who have laboured for their amelioration ; also of our 
very kind friends George and Ann Green, who see through many of 
these prl'judices, and are able to apprecinte the motives of many of 
the Hotteotots who decline sending their children, especially their 
daughters, into service, and which is universally attributed to 
idleness. That there are instances where mistaken affection, and a 
want of proper thought, induce Hottentot parents to remove their 
children from good places, is certain ; but the principal ground of the 
complaint lies with the white population tbem~elves, who, generally 
speaking, neither make suitable provision for the lodging of their 
coloured servants, nor take suitable care of their morals. The 
Hott.entots are generally so situated, even in many English famili~, 
that nothing but strong principle can preserve them-principle such 
as results from decided religious character. We also took leave of 
Thomas Staples and his wife : these with several others are 
pious W esleyans. Leaving Fort Beaufort, we travel'lled 110me 
stony hills, covered with grass, and besprinkled with doorn
boom, and came again to Block Drift, within the Caffer frontier. 
Here we again met a cordial welcome from Charles L. and 
Ann Stretch. The former waa about to leave home in the evening, 
10 that our interview with him was short: it was n Tertheless very 
ple~nt to meet once more with this tri>ee£ri,e'n'dee'pt~aff'er nation: 
be mformed us tba& he bad aeveral hl1Gdred1 or,be Ama Pskati 
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assembled at Block Drift, where he had openly charged them with 
being the encouragers of theft, being confident that stolen cattle 
could not be brou~ht into their respective kraals without their 
knowledge. To this charge several of them plrnded guilty; and the 
whole received !!trong admonition. The Chief, Tyalie, visited C. L. 
Stretch while we were at Block Drift, to report respecting the traces 
of some Caffers, supposed to have murdered a Hottentot, to prevent 
his giving information of the course they had taken with stolen 
horses, About 800 horses have been stolen within the last two 
months, many of which are :iaid to have been traced to the Tslambie 
Caffers. Ann Stretch was suffering from lameness, but was pleasantly 
amusing herself by nursing a baliy of 11n English servant, whose 
husLand is a Hottentot, a case of rare occurrence in South Africa, 
where white people have an astoui!hing conceit respecting the colour 
of their skins. 

Visit to Philip/on. 

1st 5th mo. We proceeded hy Tynmie to Philipton, calling at the 
former place on the Wears, \~horn we found on the point of leaving 
for their new station near the coast, and spending a little time with 
Mary Chalmers, who is still in poor health and very lame. Since 
we were here bdore, the awakening has made progress among 
the Caffers. A young woman who was living with W. and M. 
Chalmers, and whom a lirother of Tyalie had once forcibly carried 
off, and who threatened to compel her to live with him, left them 
lately and went into the colony for protection: her father con• 
nived at the outrage of Tyalie's brother for the sake of interest, 
for women are here bought by their husbands, or as concubines. 
At Philipton we were received by James Read and family with 
their wonted kindness: it was pleasant again to rest ourselves 
in their humble dwelling, and to join in conversation on the 
proRperity of the Gospel among the heathen. During our absence 
our herdsman Abraham had had the measles ; but through the pro. 
gress of the disease he persevered with unremitting attention in hi■ 
charge of the cattle; two of which are dead, but the rest are in im
proved condition. l\ly samboc {riding-whip of hippopotamus-hide) 
was stolen this morning off the window-seat in C. L. Stretch'• 
pas,;agt•, the window being left open. This is the only article we 
have lo~t while travelling among the Caffers. 

2nd 5th mo. Occupied with writing, &c. Henderick Nooka, our 
Caffer guide and interpreter, left us ; he has been to us a useful ser
vant: his wages were ls. 6d. a day. During our absence James 
Read, junior, has visited a Bu11hman Chief in the country north 
of Klip Pleat, to confer with him re1pet"ti!!Jf a mission among 
hie neglected people. The tidings of thei,,pmp(WdQ! £'.>a _mission to 
the Bushmen brought an application from Tambook1e Chu:f; and a 
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Fingo Chief (Sllid to be a brother or Dingaan by an inferior mother) 
has come to the Ket River to beg for a native teacher. 

5th 5th mo. First-day. In the forenoon we had an attentive 
congregation of Gones, Fingoes and Caffers, with whom we l11boured 
through the medium of J. Read, senior, who interpreted into 
Dutch, and another man, who rendered the Dutch into Caffer. 
There was considerable emotion and much weeping among the people. 
We afterwards had some satisfactory conversation with a Hottentot, 
who is labouring in the Gospel among the Boers of the Winterberg. 
In the afternoon I had much to communicate to a Hottentot con
gregation. In the evening an old Hottentot, named Baesman Stuurman, 
preached in his native language to a smaller congregation, and 
another person interpreted into Caffer, for the benefit of the Fing~ 
and Gones. The old Hottentot afterwards addressed the company !n 
Dutch, rehearsing much of his own experience of the goodness and 
mercy of the Lord. He stated his awakening to have been when be was 
but a young man, and to have resulted from the shining of the light 
about him as he was carrying his daughter from Bcthelsdorp to 
Theopolis, and which occasioned him to fall to the ground, •hen 
strong convictions of sin came over his mind: from this time he 
became a penitent, and now, he is daily found preaching the un
searchable riches of Christ to his countrymen. 

6th 5th mo. We had the privilege of being present at a meeting 
where the sending of native teachers to Madoor, the neighbouring 
Bushman Chief, was under consideration. After considerable discus
sion, it was d~termined to send two, with four other members of the 
church, who should assist in building Madoor a house, making him 
a garden, &c., and that a portion should be changed every three 
months, lest they should forget the object of their mission, and 
begin to try to establish themselves upon the place. Madoor told 
some of the people who visited him from the Kat River, that he had 
been brought up in the mountains, where he had dwelt, through fear 
of other tribes of men ; and had remained in such ignorance, that he 
scarcely thought himself a human being, till once he visited Kalaghal, 
a neighbouring Tambookie Chief, who treated him kindly, as a 
man ; and then be hegan to feel that he was a human being ; and 
now that persons had come to visit him that he saw were his frienJ1, 
he felt more strongly confirmed in this sentiment. He said also that 
he hoped his mother was still living, if she had not been devoureJ by 
the great serpent, or the tigers of the mountains, and that he should 
be able to find her, and to bring her to hear of salv3tion. .Mailoor 
spoke to them also of the daughter of a Bushman Chief, who being 
determined not to be brought into bondage, had shunned all society, 
and dwelt alone in the wilderness, living on roots and herbs, and 
such fragments of flesh as were lef~ 9,h~ Jjlm ~ ts, and jackals: 
and he expressed gladness that people were proposing to come 
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to him, who would teach him to cultivate the ground, because 
persons were coming and settling near him, and game was becoming 
acarcer, and he feared it would soon fail. Makalema, the Fingo 
Chief, who has also applied for a teacher, was likewise at this meeting: 
be said his reason for applying for a missionary was that be could no 
longer live without the word of God, i. e. the Gospel ; so earnest is 
he for religious instruction, that he says, he will not leave Philipton 
without a teacher: his residence i11 now in the vicinity of Klip Plaat, 
where there are with him about forty men; besides women and 
children. Ka1aghal, the Chief of a section of the Tambookies, 
residing on the Whit Kei River, likewise stated to this meeting his 
reasons for wishing to have a missionary, and among theac, that it 
was continually in his heart to apply for one : he is a young man of 
a pleasant countenance. Makalema is stouter, middle-aged, and 
grave. An application was also laid before the meeting for a mis
sionary on behalf of one of the oldest counsellors of Gheli (spelt in 
Caffer Rheli) named Gubaguba, residing in 1he same vicinity ; and 
lastly a pious Gona, of whom I have spoken in an earlier part of my 
journal, 22nd 1st mo., being charged with a message from a Bechu
ana Chief, named Daman, residing on the Mankasana, was called 
upon to state what he had to say. It might have benefited some 
who array religious teaching in much state, to have seen this simple
hearted wood-cutler stand forth in his worn lea1hern jacket and 
trowsers, and significantly scratching his head, inform the Hottentot 
church, through the medium of an interpreter, how the Lord through 
hia medium had awakened Daman and his people to a desire for further 
religious instruction. For here Christianity, unshackled by state 
patronage, appears in simple garb among warm-hearted advocates. 
The deliberation 011 acveral of these interesting cases was necessarily 
postponed. On Macomo being informed of the probability of 
teachers being sent to these parties, he 11Bid, when James Read met 
him a few days ago, he was glad of it; for then they would have 
a home, which none of them could be said to have till settled with a 
teacher. Macomo is certainly an enlightened, though not a pious 
man ; yet he respects true piety, and can make allowance for the 
prejudices of missionaries, which he has frequently observed. It ia 
worthy of remark that almost every missionary we have met with 
Jiu entertained a favourable opinion of the people among whom he 
wu labouring; but very few were clear of strong prejudice against 
those distant from them. 

7th 6th mo, A temperance meeting, on the total abstinence prin
ciple, was numerously attended this morning. About 680 signatures 
have been attached to the total abstinence pledge at the Kat River. 
Some striking speeches were made by several individuals; and the 
disposition to pay Hnttentots in Graham', Town in spirits, or if they 
refused to accept this payment, to send them awaf unpaid, was 
freely commented upon, by some who hadJ,lllff!!fed:J£fnJn t there, and 

It 
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nlso in Uitenhage. It is indeed 01use for thankfulness that these 
practices have received a death-blow. When J. Read first came to 
the Kat River, many years ago, he was so strongly impressed with 
the essential importance to the temporal and spiritual welfare of the 
Hottentots, of total abstinence from all intoxicating liquors, and 
with that of his own example over them, that he acted on the prin
ciples of the Total Abstinence Society, and prevailed upon them to 
do the same, at least when within the settlement, long before such a 
society was formed. The Tambookie and Fingo Chiefs mentioned 
yesterday were present at this meeting, and seemed interested, 
though they probably understood little more than the general object. 
The former, with his wife and sister, was to-day for the first time in 
a house of European structure, that of J. Read, which, though a 
very humble white-washed cottage, was regarded with wonder aocl 
admiration. But much as they see that attracts their notil"e, the onl1 
thing they ask for is religious instruction. Henry Calderwood was 
joined to the family circle at J. Read's this evening, after his visit to 
some of the stations in Caffraria; he is pleasant company, being 
intelligent and pious. 

Departure from P/zilipton, and Journey to Bechuana. 

9th 5th mo. In the forenoon our oxen were again yoked ; the 
_ waggon having been standing at Philipton four months. In the 
course of this time many of the cattle have had a kind of periodical 
sickness, from the rain and the freshness of the grass; so that had 
we been depending upon them solely, we could not have prosecuted 
our journey without unpleasant delays. Two have died, and those 
brought from Cape Town were nearly three months before they 
began to gather flesh ; they are now all in good condition. We 
parted from the Reads under a solemn sense of the Divine presence 
and blessing, and took an interesting leave of the Hottentots, several 
of whom were in tears. They are an affectionate, simple-hearted 
people. Our herdsman and some of his acquaintance fired mutual 
salutes as he departed with the loose cattle, and the school children 
brought us forth with singing. We made a few calls at Fort Arm
strong, while the blacksmith repaired the drag-shoe, which sustained 
an injury in coming down one of the many stony hills upon this 
road. Pursuing the path about twelve miles we outspanned early, 
in order to allow the cattle to feed, and to arrange several little 
matters that required attention in the waggon. The starting of a 
waggon in this cou11try resembles the sailing of a ship, in which many 
things require a little arrangement after leaving port; and we 
narrowly escaped wrecking in descending a hill, where the rain had 
washed a deep fissure. 

10th 5th mo. The excitement of yesterday and the restlessness of 
the oxen, which were neccsFarily made,dfo~:irt, @ waggon during 
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the night to prevent their returning to Philipton, prevented our 
obtaining much sleep. We started early in the morning, and 
journeyed among the bushy hills, where birds were singing, doves 
cooing, and grasshoppers or l·rickets chirping abundantly, nnd 
arrived early at the Blink-water, where we met James Read, senior, 
who bad gone thither before us, to superintend the building of the 
house for Henry Caldenvood. The t>ase of a Hottentot, who had a 
horse claimed from him by a person connected with the Independents 
in Graham's Town, who said it was his; but which the Hottentot had 
brought up from a foal, has excited interest. The person who claimed 
it brought evidence to prove his claim before a magistrate that is not 
an unreasonable man, and who decided in favour of the plaintiff; but 
the poor Hottentot was far from home, and from the persons residing 
in hi. own neighbourhood, who could identify his beast, many of 
whom ean be found : but to revoke the d«ision of the magistrate the 
case must have come into court. Without some actions at law the 
Hottentot& will still be liable to great oppression. The same man 
was driving a cow through the military post on the Koonap River, 
and waa apprehended by the military officer, on suspicion of having 
stolen the cow, without any other apparent ground of suspicion than 
that the man was a Hottentot: after being detained three days he was 
dismissed without compensation or apology, as if the country had 
been under martial law. The same man who claimed the horse 
seized another, a hired one, from another Hottentot, under some 
pretence, and kept possession by saying it was dead; a compromise 
was made with the owner for one or more cows, and since that time 
the horse has been seen alive. There are also some cases of oppres
sion of Hottentot& by authority, deserving notice. Many who have 
been soldiers are allowed 2d. per day pension, in cases in which if 
they had been English or Dutch in the colonial service, they would 
have received ls., or if they had been sergeants 2s. 6d. Among the 
Hottentot.a no distinction is made in the pension between privates 
and sergeants. The pensions granted to those who served before the 
late war were about three years berore they began to be paid. Seve• 
ral applications were ineffectually made for arrears; but to the last, 
the reply was, that it was too long gone by for anything to be done in 
it I Whether the difference between the payment of a Hottentot 
soldier and an English one be made by the Government, or arise 
from some dishonesty in the channel through which it is made, I know 
not; but there is a fraud practised in regard to those in actual 
service, by making them take goods inste11d of money. 

During the sojourn of our herdsman Abraham at the Kat River, 
his mind has come under more decided religious impression : he 
was previously a very orderly man and remarkably attentive to his 
duty; he is fifty years of age. When young, he was employed in 
cutting timber on the east coast near Bethelsdorp, for about half-n
year, and thither be used to resort on the sabbath, to listen to the 
affectionate exhortations of Dr. V nnderk1:rQPe~J}O!J•me Ill.lead. W c 
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have now also in our service a pious Bechuana youth, who was 
stolen from his parents by the Bergenaars, and taken into the family 
of a pious man of colour named Pnetorius, a Field-cornet, of Bush
man and Hottentot extraction, who has eight children of his own, 
and by whom Busac was treated as a son. On greasing our waggoo 
at noon one of the axles was found to be cracked ; it was therefore 
concluded needful to replace it. 

Uth 5th mo. First-day. The weather cold and wet. \Ve were 
at three meetings in a small wattle-and-dab hut, with a crowded coo
gregation. There are several pious people here, especially of the 
Nooka family ofGona Caffers: a few Caffers came from other kraals 
notwithstanding the state of the ,veather. The huts at this place 
have, with a few exceptions, erect walls, thatched roofs, and reeded 
doors. The proprietor of the one in which we find accommodation 
has made himself a wooden sofa, table, stools, and other articles of 
furniture. The one in which we met had a few stools brought into it 
for the occasion. The meetings were solemn. We had much to 
communicate in two of them : J. Read interpreting into Dutch and 
another person into Caff'er. 

13th 5th mo. Yesterday morning was frosty weather: up to the 
I 0th it had been very warm ; but winter seems now to have com
menced. The repairing of the waggon still detains us at Blink water. 
In the evening a few people assembled, to whom I read a portion of 
Scripture in Dutch, and made a few comments in the same language. 
My knowledge of the Dutch is small; but I feel I must begin to speak 
in it, notwithstanding discouragements from this and other causes. 

14th 5th mo. Still delayed in consequence of the repairs of the 
waggon not being completed. Some of the people again assembled 
this evening, and I again read and made a few remarks to them in 
Dutch. Our late guide attempted to interpret to them into Caller; 
but he is not so well acquainted with religious subjects as man:, of 
his relatives, nor sufficiently to interpret in such matters. 

15th 5th mo. We resumed our journey in the afternoon. Pre
viously to setting out, old Hans, cRlled also Jou tie, i.e. J ohaoes, Nooka, 
came to say some of the neighbouring Caffers had come to see if we 
would not hold another meeting with them before leaving. On con
sidering the subject I did not feel easy to refuse doing so. As •e 
sat with them in silence there was a sweet feeling of Divine over
shadowing; and we were enabled to convey the expression of con
tinued Christian interest, by reading portions of Scripture, and 
making a few comments between passages in Dutch, which Hans 
Nooka having practical knowledge of, interpreted very satisfactorily 
into Caffer. The old man has the matter so much at heart, that he 
catches the idea intended to be convejedciqpickly: . dis able to make 
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up deficiencies. There is a little company residing in this place and 
neighbourhood, to whom I have before alluded as being precious 
fruits of the labours of a missionary named Williams, who was re
moved by death after a few months' residence near this place. They 
are the most civilized Caffers we have seen ; and they always wear 
European clothing. It is interesting to sec them beginning to uae 
the plough, which they have done in two places here. In the even
ing we outspanned on the property of an Englishman named Blake
way, who has a fine grassy estate, 

16th 5th mo. We breakfasted with - Blakeway and bis three 
sons and three daughters : they are an interesting family; but live, 
as mauy other settlers in these regions, under considerable privations 
in regard to society. No other English families reside near them, 
and all tbeir se"anta are Gonaa. The estate is beautifully situated 
at the foot of a partially-wooded range of hills ; but in dry seasons 
water is scarce. Their house was burnt and their property much 
destroyed by the Caffer war ; but they have a few pretty comfort
able rooms erected since that period, and a considerable number of 
sheep. I do not intend that this family should be included in the 
following remarks, hut it is common throughout Albany to blame the 
Caffers as the cause of the late war, or to lay it to the charge of Dr, 
Philip, or James Read, or the Hottentot& of the Kat River. The 
folly, ignorance, and prejudice of persona from whom more intelligence 
might be expected, are astonishing ; for it is sufficiently clear that 
the mismanagement of the Government, principally through the ope
ration of its military, was the immediate cause of the calamity; and 
in many instances the settlers lost far more through the professed 
protection of the Government than by the Caffera. The settlers 
were generally collected with their cattle at Graham's Town, and 
during the period that operations of an agricultural or pastoral kind 
were suspended, the people were fed out of the common stock : and 
the persons whose cattle were thus consumed received very little 
compensation. It seems to have been a time of general spoliation, 
except to military and merchants ; and the transactions of many of 
the latter are reported to have been far from upright, in regard to 
charges for supplies, and the nature of things they persuaded those 
co_lJ?missioned to make purchases for the army to take. Many of the 
military po.sta on the frontier are now vacated : we outapanned at 
noon near the Old Gold Post, which is at present occupied by a 
Boer. Rain came on in the afternoon, with excessive cold, and the 
road becarne so slippery, that it was with difficulty we reached the 
Old Koonap Post, now occupied by two Dutchmen, named Bota and 
Vanderess, who were very civil, and with whom, alter getting our 
people settled in one of the uninhabited houses, we had much con
veraation. These people lost their property by the Caffera in the 
war; and they have a great inclination to emi rate to Natal. 
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17th 5th mo. The country we traversed waa uadulating and grass:,, 
and bad a range of mountains about one tbouaand three hundred 
feet high to the north, on which there was suow tbia morning Not
withstanding the sun wu bright., the wind wu ao cold u to reader 
thick woollen clothe1 necessary. 

18th 5th mo. Early in tae morning we passed over an elevated 
and slightly undulating collDtry, with grass, oa which aeYeral small 
herds of springbocks were feeding. The hillock, of white ants were 
like haycocks, from two to ten yards apart. This is quite a common 
feature of South AfriCL On descending to the Fish River the coun
try became poorer and more bushy, and 10 continued to Somenet. 
We saw nine waggons paaing up the west side of the Fish Ri.e,·, 
belonging to Boors, emigrating to beyond the borden of the colony. 
Many of them atill continue to journey to the Natal country, notwitla-
1tanding the miserable condition or numbers who are there, who onee 
possesaed a good share of temporal comforts within the colony, and 
whose children are in a naked eondition, like those of tlle coloured 
people. One of the Natal emigrants writing to a friend in Albany, 
aays," I am no Boor now, I have not an ox." Yet the Graham's Town 
Journal continuea to speak of their situation as one of no formidable 
discouragement, and of their difficultiea u probably not greater than 
those encountered by the tint settlers in Albany. In this journal 
and aome othera, flattering lettera from Natal are published, which 
appear to be written by parties who have already emigrated, with a 
view of encouraging others to join them,.in order to increase their 
power against Dingaan. Aud perhaps there would not be much in
quiry needed in the colouy to find parties encouraging the emigration 
of the Dutch, with a view of obtaining posaeaaion of some of their 
estates at an euy rate. We met a kind reception this evening at 
Glen Avon, the residence of Robert and Hannah Hart, the pareota 
of Ann Stretch, of Block-drift. 

19th 5th mo. First-day. Accompanied by Robert Hart and James 
Fletcher and some others of the Glen Avon family, we rode inao 
Somerset, distant about three miles, and were introduced to George 
Morgan, the pious minister of the Dutch church of this little Yillage
like town, which stand, at the foot of a low range of mountains. 
George Morgan gave us the opportunity of discharging a burden of 
Christian love toward the Dutch and English population, himself act
ing as interpreter. In the evening, having returned to Glen Avon, 
we were privileged with a little of the animating company of Hannah 
Hart, who has been an invalid and much afflicted for fifteen years. 

20th 5th mo. Heavy rain prevented our going to Somerset, 
where we had intended holding a temperance meeting. It is in vain 
to attempt collecting people in rainy weather in Africa : they are 
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not clad BO as to avoid being wet through to the skin, and the roads 
being generally mere tracts aoon become impassable. The measles 
are now very prevalent here: nine persons connected with R. Hart's 
family are in them ; they have not bet'n in the colony before since 
1806, when they were very fatal. They are said to be subsiding 
in Cape Town, where about fifteen thousand cases have occurred, 
and the deaths have been about I O per cent. In the country the 
mortality bas been much leu. 

Hnd 5th mo. Transmitted letters to several persons by post. The 
day was fine, but cool. George Morgan and a medical man named 
Gill came from Somerset, whither we returned with them, and at
tended a temperance meeting. Intemperance is very prevalent here. 
There are four canteens in the little town of Somerset. Dr. Gill is 
esteemed a pious man ; his father was 11, minister of religion : he con
ducted himself toward us in a very friendly manner, and expressed a 
care for us in the part of the journey we have yet in prospect, not, 
he said, from our fellow-men, but from wild beasts, which he knew 
were numerous and often troublesome in some of the districts we 
proposed visiting: he travelled much formerly himself, being em
ployed to collect plants, and once his waggon was destroyed by 
elephants, and another time by fire. We returned to Glen Avon by 
moonlighL 

2Srd 5th mo. Jn the afternoon we rode into Somerset, and went 
over the ju.ii, in company with George Morgan. Originally this place 
was built for waggon-sheds. The yard is large, but the walls are not 
sufficiently high for security. About eight cell11, capable of holding 
four persons in each, occupy one end of the yard, and the houses 
of the jailer and constables the other. The kitchen and other offices 
are along one side. There is also a small court with a room on the 
left on entering, in which thirteen miserable lepers, just arrived from 
Graaff Reinet, were lying on the floor, on 11heepskin-blankets: these 
poor creatures are on their way to a new institution for lepen, 1iear 
Port Elizabeth. A large number of prisoners were removed to Gra,. 
ham's Town in the beginning of the week. Three Hottentot pri
soners and a Caffer are under sentence of death for cattle-stealing: 
one of them is an aggravated case. Executions for this offence, by 
law, have not been usual in this colony; and it is probable that if 
these be carried into effect, the number of murders will be increased 
by the great er fear of the consequences of detecuon. The prisoners 
1leep on the floor upon blankets, each has also a blanket as a coverleL 
In the cell occupied by the condemned, there was a line of stocks from 
one end to the other. The rations of the prisoners are meat l lb., 
brend I½ lb., rice 2 oz., except when sentenced to rice-water-a com
mon punishment for a few days, under magisterial sentence in this 
colony. One of the constables is a Caffer, the rest Ho tentots. This 
place is far from being well arranged, oz, gweUy da'jl~ for a prison ; 
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but it was clean, and is murh better than many. The jail, the pol~ 
office, and the place of worship of the Dutch church are all the puf>. 
lie buildings in the little town of Somerset. 

• 24th tab mo. In the afternoon we parted from Robert and Hannah 
Hart, who have shown us much kindness. R. H. was himself a large 
holder of sheep and stock; but he is wisely contracting his concerns 
in his old age: he is a person who has risen in socit>ty by persevering 
industry. Most of his out-door servants are Hottentots and Fingoel: 
many of the former have been born upon the premises. In the fa
mily devotion, morning and evening, the household se"ants are 
present. His house is the best we have seen in this part of Africa, 
and be haa a good vineyard and orange-ground attached to iL 
Out of the last we were plentifully supplied for our journey, on 
which we proceeded to within a few miles of the place where we 
last crossed the Great Fish River, in coming to Glen Avon. 

25th 5th mo. We proceeded along the vale of the Great Fish 
River, which is bushy with little grass, to a drift or ford, on the 
way to Cradock ; but the water being too high to allow us to pasa 
without risk, we outspanned, concluding to remain over to-morrow. 
This country is very thinly inhabited; we only passed four dwelling■ 
in twenty miles. Elephants and lions abounded here twenty yean 
ago; now they are perhaps not to be found in the diatricL Hyeou 
and jarkals are plentiful. The former often prowl about R. Hart'■ 
premises, where they frequently clear off a dead sheep ; and the 
latter are heard almost everywhere : they were very noisy lut 
night. 

26th 5th mo. First-day. We read twice in the New Testament with 
our people, and made a few romments in Dutch; spent a little time 
in silent retirement with them, and had a longer season of tl1is sort 
by ourselves in the waggon. I also read a portion of the Dutch 
version of the Pilgrim's Progress to them in the evening, with 
which they seemed much interested. Reading by firelight is rather 
difficult, and our oil has become so thick as to render the trimmiug 
of the lamp necessary about every fifteen minutes : we were not able 
to renew the stock of spermaceti-oil in Albany. The recollection of 
thiR being the time when many of our dear friends are asaembled in 
London at the yearly meeting, exrited various emctions; among 
which were prayers that the Lord would condescend to be with 
them, and to bless them, and to cause His fare to shine upon them, 
and to prosper the cause of tl uth in their hands. 

27th 6th mo. The river having fallen sufficiently to admiL our 
crossing, I went over on horseback with two of the men to dig away 
the sand that had been waahed into the roa~~and to 611 up the part 
that had been washed away, with stones,,an,d.J>6)f'g_l_!! over which the 
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sand from above wns thrown. About two hours sufficed for this 
work ; and we proceeded on our journey, over some flat poorish 
country, into a sterile, stony mountain-pass, the rocks argillaceous 
sandstone, and in some places limestone. We passed three or four 
farms, Rt two of which there were large mixed flocks of Cape 
nnd Merino sheep, and some goats. The goats often place their feet 
against the doornbooms and browsc? among the branches. Rain 
came on with thnnder and very cold wind in the afternoon. Water 
was very scarce along the road after we left the Fish River: we ob
tained some when we outspunned in the evening, in little pools in 
the bed of a rivulet, which in a few hours became a roaring torrent. 
The rain was so heavy, that it was with difficulty a fire was kindled, 
with the assistance of an oily paper; and it was necessary to protect 
it with the kettle and an iron pot to prevent the rain quenching it 
before a little cotfee was prepared to expel the present sense of cold. 
Our Hottentot and Bt!chuona took shelter for the night under the 
waggon, where they managed to keep themselves dry, and we took 
the driver inside. A hyena answered the bleating of the sheep at a 
neighbouring kraal, and another beast of prey (probably a leopard) 
growled in the night. 

!i!Sth 5th mo. The weather became clear about midnight. The 
torrent-brook had nearly ceased to run before morning. Before I 1 
o'cfock the horses and cattle were brought up, being trnced by the 
spoor, i. e. the footmarks, which were not quite effaced by the rain, 
and which the people of this country are very skilful in following. 
In the mean time we hnd some conversation with a young Dutch
man residing close by, respt!cting the treatment of the measles, 
under whid1 his wife was suffering; and this made way for giving 
him a few tracts. About noon we resumed our journey, but had to 
11top at the next drift of the Fish River, and cut down the bank of 
sand and mud left by the flood of last week, which probably was 
fifteen feet ahove the nsual level of the river. This bt!ing effected, 
we passed into a still more sterile country, regular karroo bare 
earth, IJcsprinkled with mesembryanthemums and other little bushy 
plants. Our horses and cattle took sht>lter, when we outspanned, 
among the larger shrubs by the river-side, and browsed on the saline 
plants or the country. 

29tli 5rh mo. Our jonrncy was commenced early. The rounlry 
over which we travelled was dreary: two or three houses which we 
passed were uninlmbitcd. We saw also as many occupied forms on the 
banks of the Great Fish River, which vre again crossed, but without 
diffi~ulty, the mud having been cut away by 11ome other party. ~ast 
!venmg we passed between two ranges of argillaccous mountam9, 
llltcrruptcd by stony, basaltic hills in a few places, and having 
generally flat tops or straight ridges, so that sren in some directions 
they had the 11ppear11nce ot' pyramids. A few ,rrrze r-ks of sheep 
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were feeding on the hills, and we saw some cranes, paaws, vultures, 
-birds seen almost C\'ery <lay; the two former in small numben 
together, and the latter in larger quantities. Crows, pigeons, 
namal{UR pRrtridgl'!!, and numerous small birds arc also frequently 
seen, especially near the rivers. The nows also come to pick up 
scraps as soon as the waggon moves from its place. We out
spanned in the evening at a place called the Thorns, near Cradock, 
where another waggon was standing, which belonged to a trader who 
had been detained here many days, all his people having taken the 
measles. 

S0th 5th mo. W c rode into Cradod-, which is a sma11 town of 
two imperfect streets, vf white houses, built chiefly in old Dutch 
style, and with two stories. We first met a young medical man 
named l\Iunro, " son of ol<l John Munro, of 1hc Kap River, Caffer 
Drift ; he is now closely occupied with measle patients, of whom 
there are at this time about 130 in the town and vicinity. We 
made known our wish to have a meeting with such of the in
h11bitants 119 could be got together, a majority being sick or 
nursing. Our wish was readily met by the offer of the use of the 
Government Slhool-room, and our exertive friend Munro undertook 
to give the notice and make the needful arrangements. Our next 
object was to get a little repair effected in the iron-work of the 
waggon : for this purpose application was made in vRin to aU the 
three smiths in the town, who ere also waggon-makcrs: they pleaded 
being ont of charcoal, which is the material universally used for 
smiths' fires in South Africa, exeept in places within.the reach of 
stone coal from England or New South \\' ales, exeept one man, en 
American, whose workmen was gone to Somerset; he at length 
however found another, who eflec1ed what was necessary wi1h mo,h 
labour, and in a very bungling manner, We purchased some stora 
of a person named White, with whom we became acquainted when 
he was in Grahnm's Town; an<l dined wilh this individual and his 
wife, wlrnare English people, and made theii· house our rcndt>nous. 
The civil commissioner W. Gilfillan was from home, having gone 
with the district surgeon, Armstrong, to en inquest, in the case ofan 
alleged murder of R Hottentot by one of his own nRtion. 

The number of Hottcntots in this neighbourhood is considerAble: 
many of them ere employl·d as servants, but a large number 11re living 
about the town in miserable places, huts, or half huts, the latter open 
on one side, patched up of sticks, reeds, ~kins an<l all manner of things, 
without any visible regular means of subsistence. It is true they can 
live on very little, and while one has anything left he will share it 
~ith his neighbour. Canteens ere said to be among the chief attrac
t~ns of the Hottentots to this place, and the people are deeply im
pl,cat~d in the production and sale of spirituous liquors. Probably 
defective wages, and payments for labour in spirits, arc among the 
causes of defective industry on the pert of th ~Hot e 1tots. Bul little 
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care i& here bestowed on their religious ~tate. At six o'clock a few 
persons assembled in the school-house, with whom I had a very open 
opportunity of religions labour, but not under much depth of feelings 
as rrgarus Divine influence: there was nevertheless a little opening, 
leauing through many Gospel truths, and those of the most important 
kind. After the mteting we stepped into the hou~e of the master of 
the Go\'ernment school, whose name is Boardman. and bad con
versation with a few persons on the importance of temperance. On 
returning to the waggon we learned that the oiten had str.iyed and 
had not been seen to-Jay. John Taylor's wife had told us, that me 
hoped this would be the case, and that we should not be abie to leave 
till after First-day. If it be our place to stay we are willing to do 
so; but unless duty require the dc!;iy, we desire lo be making pro• 
gress with our journey, the way being yet lor,g before us. 

81st 5th mo. The oxen are not yet found. Perhaps this may be 
permitted as a seasonable check upon attempting to proceed too ra
pidly. Not feeling quite clear of the people here in regard to the sub
ject of temperance, we collected such as could be got together in the 
evening, and brought the matter under thC'ir notire. After the meeting, 
one of the audience expressed gladness at what had been saicl; "for," 
said he, "I suppose you do not know that our minister is one that 
makes spirits. I wish he had been here to have heard you.'' 1'he tem
perance reformation can hardly be said to have reached this place. 
The medic:,.! men a<h-ocate the use of a little spirits themselves; und 
ns is almost universally the ca~e in such instances, use it themselves 
to their own h11rt. The country around Cradock has a barren ap
pearance, but there is said to be plenty of grass on the mountains, 
and sheep and cattle thrive, having an unlimited range. Farms are 
scattered remotely over the district. W. Boardman, the govern
ment schoolmaster, told us he had seen 500 waggons in Cradock at 
the Nachtmaal, i.e. the sacrament, as it is often termed, of the Lord's 
supper, which is celebrated in the Dutch church qu1trterly. Latterly 
many Dutch families have emigrated to the other side of the lllack or 
Orange or Great River. Herds of antelopes of various species ,·isit 
this part of the colony. The springbok especially is 50 numerous 
that some of the Uoors fear the destruction of their crops. Some 
springboks were sold in the market yestHclay at l3~d. each; they 
1ire about the size of the fallow-deer. This country is 11rg1llaceou~, 
l,ut intersperRed with rough basaltic hillocks. Round poisonous 
gourds, of about five inches in diameter, are among its productions. 
An opuntia, bearing an edible fruit, is quite al home among the 
rocks; but is probably a naturalized pl11nt : it abounds on other parts 
of the Fish River, and is common in many other parts of the colony. 

J st 6th mo. was chiefly occupied in writing. The oxen were found 
this morning by our driver, over several ranges of hills. There was 
the foot-print of a man in their track : ~!1~jiii: l}ic} at c11ttle have 
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been driven away from this neighbourhood, apparently with the hope 
that the search for them would be given up, and that they might, in 
process of time, be entirely driven off. So many oxen are teeding 
among the hills and mountains of this part of the country, that it is 
more difficult to trnce them than in most 01her places. It is cause 
for thankfulness to have the cattle restored, so that we may again 
proceed on our journey on second day. 

2nd 6th mo. First-day. In the forenoon we read with our people 
and the trader whose waggon is standing near ours. We after
wards spent some time in silent waiting upon God in the waggon. 
In the nfternoon we walked into Cradock, and dined vi-ith John 
Taylor and family; and at two o'clock met a cougregation of Hot
tentots in the schoolroom, where a number of them usually assemble 
as a sabbath-school. The school was on this occasion suspended, 
andJ. Taylor interpreted for us, while we communicated to them much 
counsel ; as he did also in a congregation, a chief part of which was 
English, in his own pince of worship, at three o'clock. We could not 
but feel for him in this situation, in which he acted very faithfully, 
and, as far as we could judge, willingly: he was throughout very 
open in his conduct towards us; and we could not but regard him u 
one who had felt something of the power of religion. The company 
on both occasions was as large as might be expectld, considering the 
sickly state of the town, and that many of the Hottentots do not come 
to the school when well. 

3rd 6th mo. Several short thunder-showers fell in the night and 
early in the morning; but the rain was not sufficient to prC\ent our 
journeyings. In passing through Cradock, the streets of which are 
bordered with apple, pear, almond, and mulberry trees, l'l"e stopped 
to take in our additional stores of meal, bread, oil, &c., and called 
upon several of the inhabitants. A young man, named William 
Peters, an elder in the Dutch Church, repaired some of our harness 
and declined accepting any payment. During our stay in this neigh
bourhood many opporturrtties have occurred for the circulation both 
of English and Dutch trncts. To a person acquointed with the 
language of the Dutch, and who would go amongst them in the sim
ple feeling of Christion interest in their welfare, an open door would 
be found. There is a great esteem for the exteriors of religion 
among them, and here and there a pious person is to be met with. 
They are much to be felt for, having been brought up under the 
contamir:ating influences of a sys:cm of slavery, and with strong pre
judices against the coloured people; and many of them living re
mote from the observation of their fellow-men, they have not had 
tho11e restraints upon thein to which civilized society is greatly in
debted for much of its good order, especially where Christian princi
ple has not yet gained a place in the heart. A few years ago, before 
Somerset and Cole~berg were separate,!. JromrCf",1 · k') the circuit of 
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its minister included an area of 15,000 square mile~, :111J I 0,000 in• 
habitant!'. It is now much more limited, though still widely spread, 
and still more thinly inhabited. On lt'aving the town, we ag:iin 
rros~cd the Great Fish River, and alil'r procefding a few miles from 
the Karoo country, stopped for the night near the house of a person 
of Hottentot and Dutch descent. 

4th 6th mo, John Barley, the person mentioned yesterday, sup
plied us with a haunch of springbok and some milk, but declined 
acceptiug a recompense in money: he received a few tracts grate
fully, and, with hospitable intention, his wile offered me a dram of 
brandy, signifying that it was the custom of the count.ry to take a 
little in a morning. This, of course, led to some conversation on 
temperance principles, and the benefits arising from the total absti
nence from intoxicating liquors. Our path to-day laid along a seril's 
of plains, intervening between two ridges of hills. There was but 
little grass. The cattle and numerous and large herds of spring
boks fed upon small suffrnticose plants-bushy herbs, from one to 
three feet high, thinly sprinkled over the otherwise bare ground. Birds 
were numerous,-paaouws, cranes, secrntaries, vultures, &c. We 
passed a considerable farm near the partjie, or pass, of the Doorn 
Boom River, and outspanned nt night at one on the Great Fish River, 
which we here crossed the ninth time. Its course is through a clay
slate country, and at this place its bed is bluish, argillaceous rock, 
in strata of considerable thickness. 

5th 6th mo. I had a long conversation with ---, who is a 
thoughtful man : he gave me a copy of a brief memoir of two of his 
daughters; and his mother-in-law, who resides with him, and several 
others of the family, spoke of her numerous children, who, she 
said, had been trained in the fear of God. One of them is the 
present commander of the emigrant Boors at Natal ; and there was 
an expression of complacency, that I could not but regret, when the 
poor woman spoke of her son as being II great man among his coun
trymen. How easily is the human mind buoyed above that humility 
whirh sees things in that point of view alone in which they ought to 
be viewed-as all passing under the eye of God ; and being reg11rded 
of him arcording to their true bearing, the most secret motives being 
naked and bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do I C. 
Hattingh spoke much of the fineness of the Natal country, which is 
not to be wondered al when the generally forbidding aspect of this 
wilderness is taken into account.. Bat here this man has large and 
healthy flocks, and is outwardly prosperous. I reminded him that 
many people were restless in their spirits, even when prosperous, for 
want of counting their blessings, and culti,•ating thankfulness of 
heart to the Great Giver of every good and perfoct gift. He in
quired if I thought the English would keep possession of Port Natal, 
and asked many other questions in connexionrwi t i subject. Our 
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journey to-day was still over poor country, with very little graM. 
Among the bushy herba~e a salicornia (samphire), like mesembry• 
anthemum, a hoary atriplex, and n small statice were prominent 
species. A trace of soda is conspicuous on the surfac-e of the ground 
in many bare places. Ranges of grotesque hills of hirge, ferruginoui, 
basaltic stones are of frequent occurrence in this argillaceous country; 
and more lofty hills, with tlat tops; often truncated pyrami<ls, with a 
perpendicular cliff at the top, are char:icteristics of the formation. 
We made but little progress during the day. In the evening we 
outspanned near the house of a Boor, who kindly invited us to do 110: 
we supped and spent the evening with him and his family, ha,·ing 
previously catled on another who wa.~ living on the premises of the 
former, in a very humble cottage, with his wife anrl a numerous 
family of rosy-cheeked children. Both families received a few tracLs 
and small books gratefully. 

6th 6th mo. \Ve continued our travel over country similar to that 
lately described, but with more extended plains, and having here '.!l.nd 
there short grass and rushes. Herds of 1housamls of springboks are 
browsing in c,·cry direction, intermixed with a few gnus, or, as the 
colonists call them, wil-de-beests, in consequence of their remarka
bly rampant movements when approlU'hed. The sight is very in. 
teresting, bringing to mind the expressiona, 'The cattle on a thousand 
hills are thine.' Lions are here in the mountains: a boor whose 
house we passed harl lost three oxen within a few weeks by them ; 
they also visit the plains to which the game resorts, preying chiefly 
upon them. Cranes are numerous, sometimes in considerable Aocks. 
Paaouws, corannes (the last are species of bustard) are also plenti
ful. We passed three farms, and at one of them, on the Kline 
Brak River, saw a copy of our Dutch tract, Salvation by Jenll 
Clzri.vt, that had been received from Cradock. At the last farm 
there were only a few Fingoes; probably like many others it may 
lately have changed proprietors, in consequence of the emigra
tion of the Boors. We begin to be nble to make ourselves under• 
stood on some subjects in broken Dutch, which is a privilege. 

7th Gth mo. The country is still of the same character as when last 
described. \Ve only came Rt one habitation, Groote Fontein, near 
to which there WRS a large sheet of water, a rare thing in this part of 
Africa. The family received us kindly, and we partook with them 
of their mid-day meal or dinner, between eleven Rnrl twelve o'clock. 
They seemed interested on religious subjects, especially the wife, 
who had diligently read, and carefiilly preserved several tracts given 
her by the minister of Graaf Heynet. They complained of the want 
of a schoolmaster, and said their children could not read. We pointed 
out to them how much parents might do in teaching their children. 
Those of another family we called on thi3 morning could read nicely. 
The country is still thickly stocked with spriu l:>oks a 1d little groupa 
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or gnu~, and to-<lay for the first time we saw ostriches, atroop of 
five of which walked quietly past us. A Boor who rode hard after 
some gnus quickly despatched one \\ith his long gun. None of our 
company are dexterous enough to obtain provisions in this way, and 
hitherto we have always bc·en able to procure sheep. A white frugrant 
massonia was in !lower in sterile places, and a yellow gentian-like 
plant where water has stood in rainy weather. 

8th 6th mo. We were <letained by the strAying of the oxen in the 
morning which had smelt grass at a considerable distance. In the after
noon we travelled about twelve miles and passe<l the houses of two Boors. 
An Englishman was allen<ling the children at the first as a school
master, to whom we gave a Nt>w Testament, a Huismoeder, and a 
few smaller l;ooks, for the benefit of his charge. The country 
is more grassy, and the wilJ animals are less numerous. Most 
of the springboks have gone from hence, they migrate in vast 
herds from one part of the country to another; they were very nu
merous where we slept last night, as were also gnus; and a troop of 
quaggas with their foal~ were near us at sunrise. Jackals, as usual, 
were very noiay in the night. The weather is now generally clear, 
and the sun hot, but the wind is so cold as to render thick clothing 
necessary. 

9th 6th mo. First-day, We remained in a mountain-kloof, read 
with our men, anJ spent some time in silent retirement before the 
Lord. Some of the oxen strayed far in search of grass, though 
there was a little here and there among the bushes. Jn walking 
along the bed of the rivulet, which was dry except in one or two 
place$, we noticed the footprints of a leopard, a baboon, and some 
other animals. 

10th 6th mo. On some rough hills over which we travelled in the 
forenoon there was a little grass among the low bushes. We stopped 
early in tbe afternoon to allow the cattle to feed, hoping this might 
make them less disposed to ramble. Near our place of rest there 
were some shallow pools of water, to which large flocks of cranes 
and some wild geese resorted. 

11 th 6th mo. The night wns very cold: this morning the sheets 
of watt>r were covered with thin ice, The cattle and horses had 
strayed so far (probably to sf'ek shelter from the wind) that they 
were not brought back till noon. We travelled al.,out thirteen miles, 
and on the way conversed with a civil Boor at his own house: his 
family were ill in the measles, and he was glad of a little counsel 
respecting their treatment. This man has a large garden enclosed 
with a dry stone wall-a fence not common in this country, where 
fences even to gardens nre far from universal: he is also constructing 
n dam, and thu■ advancing from the state of I ,is· ~hers more 
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rnpidly than many. We had also some conversation with another 
Door whom we overtook on horseback as we entered a plain abound
ing with gnus, springboks, and blesboks, which, with many Ofhe"r" 
inhabiting this part of the world, are species of antelope. The do~ 
killed a species of cat, the size or a domestic cat, but differently 
marked, and with a much shorter tail. The species or felis are n11-
merous in the Cope country, from the lion and leoperd down to 
several small cats. We outspanned in the evening near a house 
inhabited by some friendly coloured people, who baked us some 
bread. One of the women had been brought up at a missionary 
station, and could read: she and the other residing with her 'Ille~ 
industriously employed with their needles when we nrrivPd, and 
I thought the labour of the missionaries had not been besto\,-cd in 
vain. 

12th 61h mo. The coloured people seemed pleased with 1he notit-e 
we took ofthC'm: the husband of them visited us this morning: few 
white people comleFcend to them so as 10· take them by the hand. 
There is a great profession of Christianity in ,he colony, both among 
Dutch and English, but 1he precept, "Condescend to men of lo"' 
estate," seems to be much forgotten. It is a great satisfaction to lie 
now able to convey a few simple gospel truths in Dutch, though in 
a broken manner, both to the white and coloured people, for Dutch 
is now almost ns much the language of the Hottentot as of the white 
man in the colony, and there are many Hottentots who understand 
no other language. After roasting some coffee, nnd killing a shct'p, 
secular occupations such as must be attended to in travelling throu)!h 
the African wilderness, we proceeded on the way toward Colesbt-rg, 
calling nt the only farm we passed, where there was an interesting 
family of Dutch people, who seemed to know something of the nature 
of Christianity: from the remarks of one of the females 1 shoul<l 
think she was not far from the kingdom of heaven. One of the men 
we met here is said to have shot about filly lions, and nearly three
fifths of the number when alone, and on one occasion to have killed 
a lion and lioness at one shot. These formidable animals are re
ported to be still far from uncommon in this vicinity, inhabiting the 
rugged hills, on which there is rarely a tree to be seen, and the 
bushes are grnernlly hut small. Here and there among the rocks is 
a stunted wild olive of arborescent gr,mth, or a strong bush of some 
species of rhus. 

13th 6th ma. We pa~,cd over a plain, and through a defile 
among the hills in which there was a small stream of water. The 
country was covered with short dry grass. It is remarkable for 
grotesque little hills of tumbled basaltic stones (one to five feet dia
meter), and among some of the largest of these, in a very singular 
place, the little town of Colesberg is situated. We arrived there 
early, and received much kind attention frornF.I , ,And Rawstorne 
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the Civil Commissioner, who is a native of Colne Bri1lge, in York
shire, and from his brother-in-law, Edwin Emett, who hol<ls the 
office of Post Ma,ter. Onr letters were forwarded to William Cock, 
jun., who being from home, we could not gain access to them. After 
outspanning the waggon under one of the basaltic coppies, as the 
little hills nre termed, not far from F. Hawstornc's, we called on 
Thomas Read, 11 Scotchman, and the minister of the Dutch church, 
in whom we found considerable openness. 

14th 6th mo. Much of the day was spent in writing, We took 
a late dinner with Fleetwood Rawstornc and his brother-in-la iv, with 
whom we had some interesting conversation on the state of the 
Allorigines remaining in this district of the colony, and csperially 
those of the Bushman race. Many of these people arc in the ser
vice of the Boors, by whom they arc irencrally valued for their fide
lity in taking cRre of their flocks and hcnls, and among whom some 
of them accumulate stock, receiving their small wages, in addition to 
food, in sheep or cattle, to the amount of three or four of the former, 
or one of the latter, a year. These increase, nnd in the lapse of time 
the property of some of them becomes considerable. A Bushman 
in the employment of one of the Field-cornets of the district, 
whom he has served thirty years, is said to possess shrep and 
cattle to the value of about £1000 When a boy he stabbed a horse 
that had offended him, belonging to a former master-a sort of mis
conduct of which they arc said often to have been guilty-and his 
master would have shot him, as some of the Boors admit that at 
that time they would have done ns soon as they would hnve shot a 
buck; having, with 1heir professed regard fur the Holy Scriptures, 
forgotten the commandments, "Thou shalt do no murder," and 
"As ye would that men should do to you, do ye so to them,'' &c. 
The Bushboy fled to his present master, who protected him. Sub
sequently his second master waii attacked by a lion, which had thrown 
him down, and the Bushman saw him in this perilous situation, and 
with an admirable presence of mind and devotedness, having no fire
arms or other formidable weapons, ran up to the lion and frightened 
him away by lashing his kaross-a cloak of skin-in its face. Some 
time a(terward the master delivered the Bushman from similar peril. 
A lion had thrown him down, and was growling over him, when it 
was shot by his master. But there are still in the district many little 
kraals of Bushmen, who are living where their sires have lived: and 
when II colonist obtains land from the Government in a place so oc
cupied it is measured to him, and these aborigines are driven off. 
They often go very reluctantly, not at all understanding the priority 
of claim thus given to strangers over their own ancient possession. 
Surely if the Government considered the claim of these people to 
common justice, before making such cessions of lond, it would a.<icer
tain if any aborigines were living upon it, and if any were found, 
would measure and secure the land to them, Gia it t

1
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at, that when the Bushmen are so treated as they are, they shoulJ 
often steal from the colonists, and that a feeling of deep animosity 
should be engendered between them and the intruders upon their 
rightful domains? But the history of Colesbcrg is peculiarly pain
ful. I have been acquainted with some particulars respecting it for 
many months which may be properly introduced here. The con
cealment of such facts would be wrong, for it is their disrlosnre that 
prevent~ a recurrence; and I am persuaded that the concealment of 
oppression in the colonies, as well as in other places, has done much 
to perpetuate it. The boundary of the Cape colony will be seen laid 
down in Burchcl!'s map, as settled in 1830, extending to Platten
berg's Dakken, which is a little to the south-west of Toverberg, near 
the foot of which Colesbcrg is situated. Prior to this period a mis
sionary 11tation was established here, under the London Missionary 
Society, for the Bushmen, and was called Grace Hill, and superin
tended by a person named Corner, who laboured there with some 
success. But, as tlie Bushmen began to be a little civilized, the 
Boors began to come more into the country, and to fix themselves at 
the various fountains. A. Stockenstrom was at that time unfriendly to 
missions, and determined to have none within the range of his influ
ence, which extended in this direction: the colonial boundary was 
altered, and the place was decliued to be within the limits of the 
colony, and the reformed Dutch church was recommended to apply 
for a grant of this property, which, though so situated in a stony 
\doofthat it might have well been thought out of the reach of mo
lestation, happened to possess an enviable spring of water, and the 
church actually defiled its hands in this iniquity, and obtained a 
grant of the property, from which to this day it sells erfs, or town
allotments. The missionary station was then removed to Hephziba, 
wl1ich is laid clowt1 on Arrows111i1h's map on a little stream near the 
south bank of the Orange Hi,·er; but from hence it was ordered to 
be removed, (I do not at this moment recollect by whom, but if ne
cessary this and many other particulars can be ascertainC'd,) in con
S('ljllC11ce of advantage being taken of au answer of Corner to a 
question artfully put resperting the honesty of the Bushmen. From 
hence it was removed across the Orange River to Philippolis, to 
which place Gryppas were also admitted, in hope that they would 
protect the Bushmen, whom however they rather oppressed, nnd 
consequently the Bushmen were rcmo1·ed to Bathulia: here they 
fell into hands who mismanngcd and misrepresented them: the mis
sion was abandoned, and the place gi1•e11 over to the French mission
aries, who 1101v ha1•e it 11s a Uechuana station, named Bathulia, but 
popularly it still retains the name of the Bushman's School. _It was 
subsequently to the period here nlluded to that A. Stockenstrom saw 
his error, and adopted a different line of policy, and one on which 
Macomo, the Caffer Chief, lately remarked that he did not want a ne1Y 
Gove~nor from England, for all new Governors fancied they got some 
new hght about frontier policy; he was therefi r,e la , to think that 
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Stockenstrom, who was once an oppressor, was returning, for he hnd 
seen his error, got his light on the frontier, and understood the case. 

15th 6th mo. There is a considerable jealousy among the 
Dutch population respecting the appropriation of what they call 
their church: here, however, to their credit, they do not object 
to the coloured people assembling with them for public worship; 
but when their minister (T. Read) attempted to collect the Hot• 
tentots, &c. daily in this building, to instruct them, the Dutch 
would not suffer it. The ignorance of some was such that they 
denounced teaching the coloured people as sinful, and said it only 
made them hypocrites, and disqual'1ied them for service ; others 
even denied that education was of any importance to Ho!lentots, in 
regard to salvation; and said, the same light was not necessary for 
them that was necessary for a white man: that the coloured races 
were not to be saved as Christians, but as Pagans! Thomas Read 
was not however to be di\·crtcd from his purpose or duty respecting 
this neglected part of the population, and he told them that if they 
would not suffer him to teach the coloured people in the church they 
should find him some other place; and to this they consented, and 
hired the house at present occupied for that purpose till another 
more suitable should be provided. The grant made by the Go\·ern
ment to the Dutch church, of lane! taken from the Bushmen, in order 
to destroy the mission to them, was of :36,000 acres! 

16th 0th mo. First-day. In the forenoon, a small English congre
gation assembled in the civil commissioner's .office, with whom we 
laboured according to the ability granted us, endeavouring to turn 
them frcm darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God. 
It is lamentable to see how little practical Christianity exists among 
the British population here, as well as in many other parts of the 
colony. T. Read gives these reasons for not assembling them: 
that he believes most of them umlerstancl Dutch quite sufficiently to 
profit by services in that language, and that he is discouraged from 
attempting an English service, because he has no one that can manage 
singing in English. How great is the loss which people sustain 
who lean upon a minister and upon ritual services, instead of upon 
the Lord alone ! well may such remain in a state of spiritual weak
ness and dimness of sight, even if they become not altogether dead 
and blind. In the afternoon we went with T. Read to the school for 
the coloured people, and he interpreted our address to them. The 
number was small, many being sick in the measles, from which those 
assembled were only convalescent. The school has been suspended 
for several weeks in consequence of the prevalence of this epidemic. 
The coloured people procured the school-forniture by subscription 
among themselves. The clerk of the pence, whose name is Camp
btll, informed us that the liberated apprentices of this district have 
condnctru themselves remarkably well i:i;!?rf./Ja ~ v (}Ji n remain with 
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their old mnsters. Only two or three have come before jodicial 
courls since their emancipation. Campbell was formerly protect.or 
of slaves in Cape Town, where, he says, dread fol moral abominations 
were disclosed in connexion with slavery. In the evening we met a 
considerable number of the Dutch in the consistory room, and 
had an open oppor(unily of religious labour with them, T. Read 
interpreting. 

17th 6th mo. The day was variously occupied, and in the even
ing we had a temperancP. meeting: it was attended chielly by the 
English, who form about half the population of the place, a11d are far 
from being universally tempe,ate, notwithstanding no canlttDI or 
places for retailing spirimous liquors are allowed, on account of this 
being a frontier town. Many of the people are mechanics, earning 
from four to six shillings a day, a large part of which is spent in 
strong drink. Boors who make wine and brandy are allowed to sell 
these articles on their own premises, under certain regulation&. The 
town consists of three irregular streets of brick houses, a large pro
portion of which are stores, or general shops, supplying goods whole
sale nnd remil. The trade wi1h the interior and with Bool'B in the 
surrounding district is considerable. 

18th 6th mo. We purchased additional stores of Wm. B. Bid
dulph, whose brothers we met in Albany, and at Newcastle, in Ne• 
South Wales. Bread is exceedingly dear: a baker, who is also a 
butcher, asked us l.r. 8d. each for brown loaves of about two pounds 
weight, and meal wns fifty rds. per muid of one hundred and eighty 
pounds. Some Doors in the neighbourhood would only take their 
old price of six to ten rds. per muid, for what they had more than 
their own consumption required; but others practised falsehood in 
order to obtain as high a price as they could. \Ve accompanied F. 
Rawstorne to visit the prison, which was formerly a dwelling-house. 
The airing-yard may be eighteen feet square; a ward, in which 
thirteen prisoners are lodged on the floor, twelve feet. There is alao 

_ .. a large cell which is occupied by a Dutch Africander, committed for 
horse-stealing, nnd there are t\\'O rooms used by constables, abori
gines retained as evidences, &c. : tl\'O others are at present used for 
indigent coloured people recovering from the measles ; one that wu 
temporarily hired for their reception while suffering from that dis
ease having been vacated to-day. The place is far from being well 
adapted, or secure for a prison: it is untidy, and the jailor is a 
drunkard. The people sleep on sheep-skin blankets, on the floor, 
and a long " block" of sleeping-stocks stood at the door. G. F. 
W urns, one of the missionaries of the Berlin society at Bethany, was 
al~o with us, and F. Rawstorne interpreted a short address to the 
pn10ners. 

191h 6th mo. In the forenoon we . l!as ed
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present resident. Many Boors have emigrated from this dis
trict. Formerly they dealt with the Hottentot& and slave popu
lation according to their own pleasure: if those in their service 
offended them, they either chastised them themselves or sent them 
with a note to the Field-comet or other magistrate (the Land
rost) stating the offence and requesting him to punish them, which 
was generally done accordingly ; but now that both Hottentots 
and those formerly slaves are declared free British subjects, if they 
be improperly treated by their masters, the masters are fined, and 
they cannot bring their minds to quiet submission to wholesome 
laws. No doubt but there are many exceptions to these things 
among the Boors, but the sentiment of persons well acquainted with 
many who have emigrated is, that this change was the principal 
cause. It was in this part of the country that a Boo1· lately tied a 
coloured man, who had attempted to escape from him, to the wheel 
of his waggon, and in the presence of other Boors and coloured peo
ple 1hot him, and said he would treat any other of the coloured 
people who should attempt to run away in the same manner. The 
Field-cornet Joubert, who brought a considerable number of the slave 
appre11tices back into the colony on their becomin~ free, was sent with 
a warrant to demand the Boor being given up, the act having been 
committed within the frontier; but the others who were in asso
ciation laughed at the Field-cornet, who returned unsuccessful. The 
Lieutenant-Governor also sent to demand him, but without success, 
aud convryed information of the offence through the medium of the 
Captain of the Boors, Pretorius. It is remarkable in colonial history, 
that though at that time the Governor found time and cause to go 
into the Tamboolcie country, and make a reprisal of cattle that had 
been traced thither, but which it was nevertheless doubtful whether 
the Tambookies had stolen, he could not find time to even attempt 
pursuing the murderer of one of the Queen's subjects among a peo
ple, many of whom are notoriously subjecting by force, Bushmen and 
other coloured natives to bondage beyond the frontier, and who 
through falsehood have seduced many of the Hottentots and other 
coloured people from the colony, and in some instances, such as the 
one just rdated, have compelled them to go beyond the protection of 
British law. We passed two other places occupied by Boors before 
reaching the Orange River, which we crossed at Bata's Drift, where 
it is wide and shallow ; has a pebbly bed and sandy margin ; steep, 
and supporting a few willow-trees; and before sunset outspanned on 
the north bank, not far from a little kraal of mat-huts, but where 
there was scarcely any remaining vegetation but a few bushes of a 
species of lycium, The country from Cradock to this place may be 
said to be destitute of trees: shrubs are also unfrequent, except a 
trifoliate, narrow-leaved rhus, scattered on some of the stony bills, 
and a small lycium growing low and thick (like a sloe-bush) on the 
flats. The most common covering of the country is low suffruticose 
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plants, oflcn not a foot high, and not unaptly compared in gtr.eral 
nspect to the lavender-cotton of English gnrdcns: these plnntsSl'ldom 
grow in contact, but nre so far npart lha t a person may walk bctKren 
them in any direction. 

END OF PART VIII. 
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EXTRACTS, &c. 

Further account of the religious labours of JAMES BACK HOUSE, 

contained in extracts from his Journal. 

f"isit to tlze Becl1uana Country. 

1840. 20th 6th mo. The country over which we travelled to-clay is 
much like that on the south side of the river, but here the grass is 
not quite so scarce. The road winds among rough basaltic hills 
nearly destitute of trees; and those that. are met with are an olive 
and a rhns, under ten feet high. Here and there a hill of clayey 
sandstone occurs ; the great geological formation of this part of 
Africa being argillaccou~. Game is not abundant, hut we have 
passed a few herds of tame cattle and some flocks of sheep and goats. 
Before continuing our journey this morning, we purchased a little 
sweet milk at a small kraal of Griquas, or Bnstaards, both of which 
people are of Hottentot or slave descent by Dutch fathers, who in 
~uch cases very generally sutfered their spurious offspring to grow up 
m ignorance and barbarism, disregarding the scriptural injunction, 
"Tltat thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh." Is. I viii. 7. 
Most of the coloured offspring of the Dutch were left to find their 
level among the people to which their coloured mothers belonged, 
hut to whom they generally considered themselves superior. The 
Griquas are a generation or two removed from their white sires: 
both they and the Bastaards were greatly neglected, till the London 
Mi~sionary Society began to care for them at some of its stations, to 
which we arc now approaching. Several of these people also passed 
on horseback in the course of the day. They bear less of the aspect 
~f poverty than many of the Hottcntots. We also noticed several 
little kraals of mat or rush-huts at a short distance from the road. 
~ young man named Howell dined with us: he had been visiting' 
Ins stock in this part of the country, and was returning to Colesberg, 
havm~, like several other persons of that place, cattle north of the 
colomal boundary, feeding on the land of the people of Philippol. 
and the vicinity, with whom they made arrangements for this pur
pnse. This young man told us, that once, when travelling in a 
different direction, he had just taken the saddle off his horse, and 
tui·ne1I him loose, when before the horse had gone twenty yards from 
the pl~ce, a lion sprung upon it and made the poor beast his prey. 
The ''.•g~lls are now frosty, but the sun is scorching in the day; per
haps Its influence is the more felt in consequence of the coldness of 
the nights; but there is often also a sha!iij,,;zWJij . o'ol iborscs have 
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taken colds from these vicissitudes in temperature. We outspanned 
early lo afford our cattle time to feed on a grassy Bat. They have 
not had a sufficiency of good pasturage for many days. 

21st 6th mo. G. W. Walker rode with me to Philippolis, before 
our waggon. We were cordially received by Gottlob and Rebecea 
Schriner: the former is a young German, employed Ly the LonJon 
Missionary Society; he introduced us to Elizabeth Atkinson, th~ 
wife of the senior missionary, in whose house a room was quickly 
provided for our reception. On the arrival of the waggon we uo
packed it, and placed the luggage in the housl'. Theophilus Atkin• 
son was out on a missionary excursion to some kraals, a few miles 
distant: he joined us at G. Schriner's at tea, where we remained 
for a few hours afterwards. They gave us the opportunity of 
conveying much general counsel and making some remarks on lhc 
ndviintages of tempcranc-e. Much drinking prevails on this si<le of 
the Orange River, notwithslanding great pains that have been taken 
to counteract it. 

22nd 6th mo. The measles have been almost universal in this 
part of the country, and many are yet suffering from them, or from 
their consequences. Several deaths have occurred, but the propor
tion is much smaller than in Cape Town, which is remarkable, roo
sidering the nature of the habitations of most of the people here. 
The5e are hemispherical huts formed of a few long bent stieks, over 
which m:,ts are spread, formed of the stems of a species of cyperus 
or rush, strung together, and not thoroughly excluding either light 
or wind, notwithstanding they turn wet pretty well: these huts are 
easily taken in pir.ccs, the mats rolled up, the ~ticks tied in a bundle, 
and the whole transported on· a waggon or a pack-ox, to another place: 
which is convenient to a people who hn,·e often to remo,·e for the 
sake of better pnsturagc, or to plough and sow, &c. Many of the 
people hl're have, however, neglected to perform the latter operation 
during the IHst season, on the alleged ground of fcnr of attack from 
Abraham Kok, the former Captain of this pince, who left about 
two years ago, and refused to return, and the people chose his 
brother Adam their Captain in his stead. At present there are 
sixty mat-huts on the station at Philippolis, and thirteen more 
substantial houses, including those of the missionaries, and a place 
of worship in the style of a Dutch church. The last is the 
only stone building; that of T. Atkinson i:1 of brick; the re5t 
are of clay, and all arc thatched: there arc also two or three 
old lmildings in a ruinous condition, and a school-house of brick in 
the course of c-rection. Short wood for fuel is obtained from the 
neighbourinJr hills, hut timber for building has to be brought from 
the woods hetwcefl the Knt River nnd Klip Pinal; it is worth here 
from !:,,l_ lo 7 ,}d. per foot. A considerable number of persons come 
from tl~ cou11trv c,n se,·cnth-rlnvs, to ll." •1r s tl'~1c pulilic deto· ., ., 019~ 12ecwy .. ~ 
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tions on the Sabbath. Many of those who live in mat-houses have light 
waggons end oxen, with which they travel. A meeting for devotional 
purposes is held on seventh-day evenings, chiefly for the benefit of 
this class of people. 

23rd 6th mo. First-day, In the forenoon T. Atkinson usually 
preaches in Dutch, but to-day he made way for my companion and 
myself to express our Christian interest on behalf of the people; and 
he also interpreted very satisfactorily. The congregation was abont 
three hundred. A greater number often assemble, but many were 
necessarily prevented attending by the prevailing sickness. In the 
afternoon G. Schriner rehearsed much of what was said in the 
morning, and it was interpreted into Sichuana, for the benefit of a 
considerable number of persons of the Bechuana nation, who live in 
the neighbourhood, and attend the chapel. In the evening nearly 
the same course was pursued by T. Atkinson, and it was interpreted 
into Hottentot. 

24th tlth mo. The cold is severe in the night, and the 
mornings and evenings are very chilly. Sickness following the 
measles is very prevalent. A man died of inflammation of the lungs 
this morning, and a child of convulsions in the course of the day. 
Convulsions carry off many of the children, and pulmonary diseases 
are very destructive among the older people. Theophilus Atkinson 
and myself spent much of the -day io visiting the sick and preparing 
medicines. In the evening a meeting for the promotion of temper
ance was held, and addressed by G. W. Walker, T. Atkinson, G. 
Schriner, and myself, and also by three of the people; t.wo of whom 
spoke much to the purpose, and in a very Christian spirit. The tem
perance cause formerly gainrcl some ground here; but it aftenvards 
fell into neglect in con~equence of the unfaithfulness of some of thr 
committee. Strong drink has mac.le great ravages among the,e peo
ple; among whom it is still sometimes brought, notwithstanding the 
interdiction of the Government. The mi~chievous effects of the use 
of tobacco and snuff were ttlso stated. Even young children a~e 
suffered, if not encouraged, to smoke and snuff. The people arc 
almost universally improvident; and are therefore nnapt to calculate 
the privations to which they sul!il'Ct themselves by spending thPir 
propnty in sensual gratifications. They live also much one upon the 
means of another, so Ion~ as their food lasts. Now that their bread 
is consumed, they are chiefly dependent on milk and fll'sh-mcat; and, 
at this cold season, milk is far from plentiful: many of them nrc nlso 
poorly clad, and they selm to forgC>t that the monPy or sheep with 
which they purchase tobneco and snuff or strong drink, would buy. 
clothes and food. I vcnt11rrcl to spC>ak in broken Dutch, and was 
enabled to convey what I wished, T. Atkinson often supplj·ing me 
with a word. 
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25th 6th mo. On the Bechuana interpreter and his wife returning 
from the meeting last evening, they emptied their snuff-canister 
into the fire, and burnt their snuff-boxes, and then knelt down and 
prayed to the Lord for strength to deny themselves of this sensual 
and wasteful indulgence. Seventy persons have signed the total 
abstinence declaration, having formed a resolution that, if kept, will 
be greatly blessed to this little and yet imperfectly organised com
munity. In the course of the forenoon we called on Adam Kok, the 
Captain or chief authority of this part of the country, and who was 
from home when we arrived : he is a young-looking man of plain 
features and middle size; he dresses in a drab duffie jacket, bound 
and buttoned with black, and trowscrs that arc the worse for wear: 
his dc~ccnt is of Dutch and coloured origin: his dwelling is a small 
thatched cottage built of clay; far superior howe"er to the mat-huts 
of the generality of the people. His court consists of a l'Ccretary 
(llenderik Honderiks) nnd a council. The laws are bnt imperfectly 
formed, and the revenue, which is derivrd from fines, is small. 
Abraham Kok, an elder brother, wns formerly Captain here, but !,c 
withdrew with his cattle and some adherents from the station. The 
people frequently applied to him to return, but as he would not com
ply with their re-quest, they chose his brother, Adam Kok, captaia 
in his stead. Abraham Kok then made war npon the people, nod 
for six months, up to nbout a yC'ar and a half ago, frequent skirmishes 
took place between them. In this untoward conduct Cornelius Kok, 
of Campbell, joined his nephew Abraham. Andreas WaterbOf'r, the 
Griqua Town Chief, at length interposed, 11s a friend, 9.nd succeC'drd 
in restoring peace; Abraham and Cornelius Kok having already 
suffered greatly, and being at the time in danger of annihilation. 

26th 6th mo. I visited the school:1, which arc now smaller thun 
usual, in consequence of sickness. That for boys nnd girls is con
ducted by G. Schriner, and jg held in the chapel~ that for infanL~, 
by a coloured woman, brought up at Bethelsdorp, in a house formerly 
occupied by the missionary. The first has about ninety pupils and 
the last sixty. Some of our horses being too low in condition fora 
journey to the missionary stations on the Calcdon, we are therefore 
under the necessity of purchasing others. 

27th 6th mo. Snow fell last evening and remained on the ground 
till mid-day. It is difficult to write from the cold. We addressed 
an epistle to the persons in Sydney assembling for public wor,hip 
after the manner of Friends. This, with some letters, was sent 10 

Colc•sberg, by E. Emett, the postmaster of that place, who ws5 
casually here. 

28th 6th mo. was spent in preparation!! for our journey. We 
have purclmsed three more horses for 140 rds. each. They are often 
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sold to traders for much less in real value, goods being taken in pay
ment. A trader will obtain a cow for goods of the value of 9 rds., 
while a missionary can scarcely buy one for twice that sum. This 
seems to arise from the two-fold cause of the people not clearly 
understanding the relative value of money and goods, and very 
generally valuing their own gratification more than the labours of the 
missionaries, who must often be content to sow in faith, hoping that 
the Lord of the harvest will, in time, give the increase. There 
is an awakening here, and a considerable number of inquirers after 
the way of salvation. The high price of horses is chiefly attributable 
to the facility with which they can be sold to a neighbouring BHsutu 
chief for oxen; six of which are sometimes given for a horse. 

29th 6th mo. Accompanied by Gottlob Schriner, and attended by 
the Bechuana interpreter from Philippolis, and by our Basutu servant, 
Boesac, we rode to Bethulia, a station of the Paris .Missionary So
ciety, distant seven hours (or forty-two miles) on horseback. On 
the way we passed several fountains or springs at the foot of the 
remarkable basaltic hills that rise in all directions on the plains of 
this country, which nevertheless belongs to the argillaceous forma
tion that is visible in a few places. At these fountains there are 
herds of cattle, and flocks of sheep and goats; we called at two 
occupied by Bastaards, who were dwelling in cottages. One of these 
belonged to a person named Girl Kok, of whom we had purchased 
two horses, which were now taken out of a herd of about a hundred, 
and made up those of our company to fifteen, including five foals 
mnning by their mothers, which were ridden or led by G. Schriner 
and the interpreter. At some fountains there were only mat-houses 
and waggons. Many of the Bastaards, under the Philippolis govern
ment, have let their fountains and land to Boors from the colony for 
a term of years ; but the Boors are becoming so much the stronger 
party in the land, that it is doubtful if the Bastaards will ever be 
able to get them out again. The day was extremely cold, but very 
bright. 

In consequence of unavoidable delays in the morning, it was 
after dark before we arrived at Bethulia; and when too late for my 
companions to discern the cause, or the course I took, my led horse 
pulled away from me, as I tried to brisken his pace with the samboc, 
and he went off at a full gallop. I could pay no attention to the direc
tion in which I had gone ; but hoping my companions might be within 
he&Ting, I c.-alled out loudly, making the Australian cry (Coovoy), 
which was immediately recognised and replied to from a distance by 
G. W. Walker, and by repeating it frequently on both sides, I found 
the party again, who were thankful, as well as myself, for my 
safety, for they had even feared that my abrupt departure might have 
been occasioned by the attack of some wild beast, none of which, of 
formidable character, has however yet annoyed us. We saw 10-day 
a few springboks, and mirekats, a hare,. andra few P.aauws or wild 
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peacocks. On arriving at Bethulia we found the missionary J. P. 
Pellissier very ill; but received from him and his wife, and also from 
Samuel and Elizabeth Rolland, of the French missionary station of 
Beersheba, or the Seven Fountains, who were casually here, a kind 
and Christian welcome. 

30th 6th mo, First-day. Beilmlia is near the Zwarte River (the 
principal branch of the Great Orange River) and about four miles 
and a half below its junction with the Caledon, which is the principal 
tributary to the Zwurte River. The settlement presents an interesting 
aspect from one of the contiguous hills, which I was glad to ascend 
several times to-day, to refresh animal warmth. The mission-house 
is a humble dwelling of brick and thatch. There are also a few 
etlja,:ent buildings, chiefly of clay, comprising a chapel, school-house, 
and waggon-shed, which stand near II streamlet issuing from a foun
tain or spring, between two basaltic ridges, that irrigates a strip of 
corn-land. At a right-angle with these, and along the winding foot 
of II ridge of tumbled b:isalt, lie the habitations of the natives, who 
are of different Dcchuana tribe~, but chiefly Ilorolongs. Tlieir esta
blishments generally consist of a low, circular, thatched hut, and of 
two or three mats for their servants, within a circular inclosure of erect 
dry sticks. A multitude of these (some of them situated rather dis
tantly among the hills) with a few large cattle-kraals of circular form 
of sticks or stone, interspersed, form this little city of about 2000 
inhabitants. 

At half-past ten o'clock the bell rang, end about two hundred 
persons assembled in 1he chnpel, which wns formerly the dwelling of 
an artisan, and is scarcely capable of containing more. The windows 
were without glass, and a piercing frosty wind rendered the place 
almost untenable. The people, who are black and very different in 
features from the Hottentots, sat on the floor. They are clad in 
under garments and karosses of jackal and other skins, and some of 
them have caps of the same. Most of the women have cotton hand
kerchiefs tied about their heads, and a few have also cotton gowns. 
Some of the men wear jackets end trowsers, surmounted, at this cold 
season of the year, by karosses, which serve well as cloaks. Samuel 
Rolland preached in Sichuana, and afterwards interpreted a little that I 
expressed. In the afternoon my dear companion had opportunity to 
express his Christian interest for the eternal welfare of the people. 
But a small part of the population of Betlmlia attend public wor.ihip ; 
and though but few are converted characters, yet the others are 
brought within the range of a certain measure of Christian influence 
that is of a beneficial character. 

1st 7th mo. The morning was occupied with writing, In the 
afternoon I walked among the settlements of the people, of which 
there ere two or three small ones among the hills of tumbled basalt, 
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besides the principal one. Some of the people are Basntus and 
others Battapec, but the greater number are Borolongs: all three are 
tribes of the Bechuana nation, of which there are also many others, 
and from which the Catfers of the east coast are also probably de
scended. There are variations in their customs and language, arising 
generally from their having conquered contiguous nations and carried 
off their cattle, and having been followed by the people who were 
thus deprived of the mean~ of subsistence, for the sake of a partici
pation in the milk, and who thus became mixed with the conquerors, 
and introduced variations into their languages. Whether by con
quest, or without contention, the Calfcrs thus became possessors of 
country on the east coast, previously orcu pied by Bushmen, or by other 
Hottentot tribes; and some good Caffer scholar• are of the opinion 
that the clicks in the Caffer language, which are much more numerous 
than in other dialects of Sichuana (the language of the Bechuanas), 
were thus introduced into the Caffer. The names of the rivers on 
the Caffer coast are almost universally Hottentot or Bushman. I 
have before noticed the precedence given by some of the Caffers to 
Bushmen residing in their country: and probably the lighter com
plexion of the Gonoguabi Caffers, residing on the coast near the 
colony, may have arisen from intermarriage with some of the rnl'es 
of Hottentots, to which the Bushmen also belong. Some of the peo
ple here have neat circular fences of the cane-like stems of lndi:m 
corn, forming court-yards, into which the low entrances o( their clay
covered conical huts open: in these courts they sit, cook, &c.; many 
of them are kept very neatly swept. Others have the courts inclosed 
by a circular fence of dry sticks, and have upright sides and thatched 
roof: some of these courts Riso include one or more hemispherical 
huts, formed of thin rush-mats, spread over long, slender, 81"ched 
sticks, which are often the dwellings of servants. At one of the huts 
some of the people were eating sour milk ont of a cylindrical wooden 
vessel with wooden spoons of large size, and a female was boiling a 
little meal and milk on a small fire of wood in an earthen vessel for 
a child she had at her hack. The people were all dressed in skins; 
and most of them wore beads round their necks and brass earrings in 
their ears ; some had also rings of brass around their arms. A few 
of them can speak Dutch, and though my own knowledge of this 
language is small, I had a little conversation with some of them 
through this medium. An old man who observed some of the 
numerous dogs barking at me, kindly accompanied me with a stick 
to drive thern off. The Chief of the Borolongs here is named Lepui ; 
both he and his wife are members of the church: his wife's name is 
Makhoro, signifying the mother of Khoro, Khoro being her son and 
eldest child. The whole number of members is now fourteen, and 
there are nine others in a hopeful state. The schools liave been 
8Uspended on account of the mrasles, and are not yet reopened. The 
u11u11.\ attendance is from sixty to seventy. Jn the course of my 
walk I spoke to two Dutch traders from Uitenbage, ho are here 
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with their waggons: they have been travelling further into the 
interior for about two months. 

2nd 7th mo. Accompanied by G. Schriner, we left Bethulia at an 
early hour for Beersheba, distant about fifty-four miles. Samad 
Rolland joined us at the Slyk Spruit ( Muddy Branch), a deep wate,-
course through beds of argillaceous rock, in which there are dttp 
pools of water margined with reeds. We crossed this river ab.>at 
nine miles from Bethulia, and about six miles from the latter plaa: 
passed a remarkable conical peak. The horses rested at the Slyk 
Spruit, and also at another place further on the way, at which a Boor 
was ploughing, and a third time at a fountain issuing from sand
stone-rocks in a hollow, where a Welshman, who is married to a 
Bechuana woman, is living in a poor hut of reeds, formed something 
like a roof. \\' e passed another Boor's encampment, consisting of 
a tent and four waggons; and near to Beersheba, six waggona of 
an emigrating Boor. The country over which we travelled on the 
lower road to Beersheba was very similar in features to that from 
Philippolis to Bethulia. Basaltic hills of various elevation, up to about 
500 feet, stand in all directions on the grassy plains, or in many 
places form irregular ridges, and are rarely interrupted by the a:
hibition of clay-slate and clayey sandstone. The last prevails about 
Beersheba, where also red and blue shale (ruddle and pipeclay) 
show themselves. On arriving at Beersheba at the close uf the 
day, we found a young Irishman, who tried to pass himself off for 
English; he had come to claim a night's lodging, and had impu
dently turned his horse into the garden. He said he had been fight
ing for the Boors ngainst Dingaan, and told so many palpable lies as to 
destroy all credit in what he said. This is too much the character of 
many who travel toward Natal, English as well as Irish, and they are 
often a great annoyance to the missionaries, who, nevertheleas, do not 
like to deny them a lodging, lest they should have to sleep in the 
open field, especially at this cold season of the year. In the absenre 
of Elizabeth Rolland, we were politely welcomed by Claris Maeder, 
the wife of Francis Maeder, the artisan of the station, who also 
voluntarily assists in the schools, and occasionally in the devotional 
exercises of the chapel : he is at present in Cape Town, superintend
ing the printing of the Gospel according to John and Luke, in the 
dialect of Sichuana used in this part of the country. 

Srd 7th mo. We walked over the settlement with Samuel Rol
land llnd G. Schriner, and observed with pleasure the improvement 
oft.he people, who are about 1000 in number, chiefly of the Basutu 
tribe of Bechuanas. There are also here a few families of Baataards 
and freed slaves. Eighty-eight persons have been admitted members 
of the church, three of whom are suspended ; there are also one 
hundred and forty inquirers or candidates. The usual attendance 
in the schools is about one hundred &nd twenty in that for infan11; 
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forty iu that for oilier children ; and one hundred in that for adults, or 
sometimes two hundred. The older children are much occupied in 
herding, and watching the gardens, &c. The town is on the ascent of 
a rough sandstone hill, near the bottom of which are the houses of the 
missionary and artisan, the infant school-house, chapel, &c., which, 
except the mission-house, are but temporary buildings of mud snd 
thatch, &c. The houses of the coloured people are progressively 
improving, from the round or oven-shaped, plastered externally with 
clay, or those composed of mats, which are hemispherical, or those 
that are circular and have upright plastered sides and thatched 
roofs, and which are much occupied within with tall clay pots, 
used for storing corn, called in this country har-te-beest houses, 
from an imaginary similarity in figure to the outline of the species 
of antelope called in Africa the har-te-beest. These houses are 
usually built of reeds, and are sometimes plastered with mud ; they 
are in the form of roofs, but often have the lower part of their sides 
approaching toward perpendicular; some of them have also holes 
in the roof to let out the smoke. They are larger and more com
modious than the native huts. The cattle-kraals are now surrounded 
by dry stone-walls. The people are also improving in their 
dress: formerly the men wore only karosses; to these leathern 
trowsers are now universally added, or, in many instances, the 
kaross is converted into a large coat, with the fur inside. Many of 
the women wear cotton gowns, and tie handkerchiefs about their 
heads; and those who are still dressed in prepared sheep-skins are 
decently covered. Circumcision and polygamy are nearly abandoned 
here. The Bechuanas are generally much more industrious than the 
Bastaards or the Hottentots; and they are also much more provi
dent. Many of them have a hoard of Cuff er corn preserved in their 
houses, in tall baskets plastered with mud ; and a large number of 
the men are now from home purchasing seed-corn (wheat), or plough
ing and sowing at different fountains. The people of this station 
have about .5000 horned cattle, and a much greater number of 
sheep and goats. The cattle are divided into groups, and kept at 
different places, through fear of the Caffers, who have sometimes 
made incursions even into this part of the country. The Bechuana 
tribes have in the present day the character of being a quiet, peace
able race; but the Coffers cannot stand before them in close combat. 
The weapons of the Bechuanas are a short stick, having a large 
knob at one end, called a keary, and a single as11gai, both of which 
they throw with dexterity ; but in fighting they often break the 
handle of the latter short, and stab with it. The Caffers generally 
take them by surprise. The Bechnanas are a much more civilized 
people in many respects than the Catfers of the coast. The houses 
of the Bechuanas are usu11ly very clean. They contain sundry 
vessels of clay, some of which are baked, and serve well as cooking
pots. In the courts attached to their houses, portions of small trees 
arefixed, having the branches cut short, and u on these hang small 
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milk-begs, made of skins and other· utensils: some of the people 
make very neat baskets of rushes, which they work iso as to ellhibit 
stripes. A considerable quantity of land is irrigated at Beersheba, 
from two springs, one of which is warm, and discharges a large 
quantity of gas (probably sulphuretted hydrogen) at the place where 
it rises. Some of the Bastaards from this station are gone to leiMl 
out the water of the Calt'don for irrigation, at a place not far distant, 
The rocky kloofs of this part of Africa produce sparingly a species 
of olive, which sometimes attains to thirty feet high, and is of con
siderable girth; its growth is slow, and its fruit a small berry or 
plum : docs not appear to have been converted to any use. The 
tree is in request for fuel, and consequently it soon disappears in 
the vicinity of settlements. In the afternoon, we held a meeting 
with the people, about three hundred of whom attend public worship, 
exclusive of children. They listen to instruction with great qui~
ness and attention, and there was a good feeling among them. No 
public worship is usually held among them on week-days, but daily 
classes of about forty each are met, of those IV ho are inquirers, or 
have come decidedly under the influence of Christian principle. 

4th 7th mo. Before breakfast, I walked to the Caledon, about a 
mile from Beersheba: it is a small meandering stream, connecting 
large pools margined with reeds, and running in a bed of about fifteen 
feet wide across the grassy plains end among the sandstone hills. In 
aome places there are willows upon its banks, an<l it is a principal 
branch of the Zwarte River, which at its junction with the Veal River, 
becomes the Great Orange River. In 11 "'elk in the afternoon, I 
noticed the mode of sowing wheat practised by the Basutu. They 
render the earth moist by irrigation, scatter the wheat on the surface, 
and bury it by hoeing up the soil. It was particularly pleasing to 
see the men and women labouring together at this work. Their 
hoes are made of iron, and have a long spike behind, by which they 
are fastened to the handle by means of a hole through one end, 
which is left thicker than the other for the purpose, and in case of 
the handle splitting, a strip of bullock's hide is used to secure it. 
The wheat crops are harvested in the 12th mo., and Indian corn is 
sown immediately after. The Bechuana or Caffer corn is sown now, 
and ripens in 5th or 6th mo. Locusts are sometimes very destruc
tive here, coming in clouds in summer, and eating up every green 
thing. In the 3rd or 4th mo. they lay their eggs, which hatch with 
the early rains of the 8th and 9th mos., and the young ones continue 
to devour the spring crops till they take wing. The Bechuanas are 
thought to present traces of greater civilization than they now pos
sess. They are favoured with a very efficient missionary, and the 
work among them seems to have little of that sort of excitement 
which often proves temporary. Much care is taken not to admit 
them prematurely into church-fellowship ; and the stMdard of 
morals among them has become much clc .ated. lln the abandon· 
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ment of polygamy, the practice has been for the man to take 
his superfluous wives to their parents, and to tell them, that they 
must not be angry with him for returning them, as he did so 011l y 
because he saw that having many wives was contrary to the law of 
God ; and he promised to allow them a maintenance till they should 
marry, which has generally been 10011, the young children have 
been allowed to remain with their mothers, but when they grow 
up they become the property of their fathers. The purchasing of 
wives is nearly abandoned, During the Caffer war, a petty Chief 
of the Tslambie tribe, named Mylooza, fled from Caffraria, and was 
received in peace by Moshesh, the Chief of this part o( the country, 
who resides at Thaba Bossiou, ninety miles distanL Mylooza was 
settled in the neighbourhood of Beersheba, where he took the oppor
tunity of cutting off straggling parties of Bechuanas in the surrou11d
ing country. Reports ofthisvillanoua and ungrateful conduct reached 
Moshesh; but at first he would not credit them. At length My
looza fell upon a relative of Moshesh with a .considerable party of 
trading men, many of whom were destroyed, and Moshcsh's relative 
was left for dead, but he rec'.lvered and informed Moshesh, who 
was now convinced that he had received a treacherous guest into his 
land; and he came upon Mylooza suddenly, and cut him off with 

about four hundred men, but suffered the women and children to 
escape to their own land. Among those suffered to depart was a 
young aon of Mylooza, who is said lately to have been endeavouring 
to stir up his country people to revenge upon the Bechuanas: and 
lately Gacela made a descent upon some of the people to the east
ward, and took away much cattle. Subsequently, a party of Caffera 
auacked a party of Bechuanas upon Matroosberg, but were repulsed, 
by means of stones cast upon them from the almost inaccessible 
mountain. This misconduct of the Caffera desenes the notice of 
the missionaries, and others labouring among them. 

5th 7th mo. The straying of the horses prevented our de
parture for Morija till after noon, when we )JBrted from Samuel 
Rolland and Claris Maedar, from whom we have received much 
kindne~. The latter is an active Frenchwoman, a pattern of neat
ness in her house and person, pious, and proficient in the Sichuana 
language, and speaking also Dutch, but not much English. G. 
Schriner rode with us to the crossing of the Celedon, which is there 
much like the Skeru above Darlington. Under the conduct of 
Ka-i-Ie, the head-man of the Beersheba station, we proceeded about 
twelve miles_. to a little kraal of his own people, and fixed our 
position for the night by the side of one of the native huts, and 
under the wall of their goat-kraal, having a hill about one hundred 
feet high behind us, and a declivity of similar measurement, to the 
Celedon, in front. In this position we were protected both from the 
winJ aud from the fo;,: of the river. The people made us a fire, 
and supplied us with sour milk and Caffcr corn boiled, of which we 
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maJe a luxurious meal. The latter requires to be boiled about t•o 
hours: its flavour is very agreeable, especially to hungry travellen. 

tlth 7th mo. Although the temperature was below freezing, we 
were warm during the night. though sleeping under the open canopy 
of heaven. We each involved ourselves in a blanket inside a Becho
ana kaross, under which was spread a Mackintosh tarpaulin. Ha•ing 
become inured to hard beds, we got a fair share of sleep. AtdawnoC 
day we arose, remounted our steeds, which had been feeding cloae by, 
and rode upwards of four hours to Jammerberg, a place where a 
few families of Bastaards reside, and where we off-saddled and par
took of the refreshment provided by our kind friends at Beersheba. 
On the way thither we passed a herd of har-te-beests and another 
of blesboks, (species of antelope,) and two troops of quaggaa. We 
also saw some Caffer cranes. There is a shed-like but at Jammer
berg, used occasion11lly as a chapel, in which missionaries travelling 
on this road sometimes sleep and preach. The families on the spot 
ure about fourteen. Having wholly escaped from the oppression of 
the Boors, whose descendants they are by Hottentots or slaves, 
these people sometimes use their own liberty in an arbitrary manner. 
Lately they made a trader fast to- his own waggon, and refused to 
liberate him till he had paid 80 rds. for the trespass of bis cattle 
on their gardens; a damage for which 8 rds. would probably have 
compensated. This place has recently been visited with the meules. 
The people have not the character of being provident, and strong 
drink is a great snare to many of them. They dress in European 
costume; and though, in some respects, more civilized than the 
Bechuanas, the Bastaards have a conceit of superiority on account of 
their extraction that renders them far from amiable. On riding 
about two hours further, the mare that carried Kaile became tired; 
and, finding that we could not reach Morija before dark, we made 
to a Bechuana kraal, on the ascent of a flat-topped sandstone mo1111-
tain, and solicited the hospitality of the people for the night. Moet 
of the men were seated on the ground around a fire, drinking beer 
made from the meal of Coffer corn: they wel'e half intoxicaied 
and very noisy ; but they civilly invited us to partake, handing ut 
the ladle-like calabashes which formed their drinking vessels, which 
we, of course, declined. On the arrival of the head man of the 
kraal, who appeared perfectly sober, he appointed us to the circular 
court, in front of a but which was filled with corn and had the door 
sealed up, and had it swept and a fire kindled, and sent us an ample 
supply of Caffer corn, with a vessel to cook it in, and others •ith 
water. A few of the people came in the evening, and convened 
with our attendants. One of them, who had been among the Boon, 
brought a calabash of beer, which he called brandy-wine. Kaile 
drank a little; with him, but Ilusac refused, and talked to the people 
about the things pertaining to salvation. The people were filthy 
in their attire, which consisted of ox-hide or sheeP,-skin karossa-
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Most of them had earrings, many of which were of copper-wire 
rather stout, and resembling a spring that had been drawn out 
beyond it11 strength; these reached almost to their shoulders. A 
few had also tattooed lines around their eyes and down the ridge of 
the noee. The same kind of beer which these people drink is used 
among some of the more northern coast Caffers, even at missionary 
stations; and in parts of Caffraria where corn is abundant intoxication 
is very prevalent, and highly prejudicial to the moral improvement 
of the people. The fence of tall reeds which encircled us this evening 
afforded a good protection from the wind; and though seated on the 
luggage, and some of the company on small stones, on which, or 
small pieces of wood, the Bechuanas generally sit, yet with this 
shelter, the warmth of the fire, and an ample meal of boiled Caffer 
corn and of mutton from Beersheba, we enjoyed a greater measure 
of bodily comfort than we often do at this season of the year, and 
felt thankful and peaceful in mind. 

7th 7th mo. First-day. We spent the night comfortably, and in 
the morning presented our host with a knife and a handkerchief, and 
gave a couple of small brass buttons to each of the people who came 
with him to take leave of us, nil of which were received with 
expressions of pleasure. Rain came on as we recommenced our 
journey. We rode through another kraal at a short distance, and 
passed others in the bosom of the mountain, near to which there 
wu more land in cultivation than we have seen for a long time 
past; and such is the elevation, that the harvest of Caffer corn is 
only in progress, notwithstanding it is the depth of winter, and there 
is snow on the adjacent hiJls. The rain increased as we approached 
Morija, which is situated under a lofty range of hills, and near a 
remarkable peak, called Thaba Tele. The settlement consists of 
the mission-premises and two large kraals, at a short distance. 
There are also numerous small kraRls in the vicinity; for we are 
now in what may properly be called the Bosutu country. The peo
ple here are suffering from the me11sles, from which some of the 
mission-family are not recovered. Thomas Arbous&et greeted us 
warmly, as soon as he knew the nature of our visit; and John 
Cole, an artii;an temporarily residing here, quickly prepared us 
coffee. After having changed our wet clothes, and taken some 
refreshment, we repaired to the chapel. The congregation consisted 
of only about forty persons ; but when the weather is fine, and the 
people are free from sickness, it sometimes amounts to about 
six hundred; for whose accommodation an open shed has been 
attached to the chapel. In the afternoon the company was also 
small. We addressed them through the medium of T. Arbousset. 
Polygamy is fast waning here. Since the settlement of mis
sionaries in the Bechuana country cannibalism has ceased, and 
peace has generally prevailed. Before that period the various 
tribes were constantly making war upon each ther and carrying off 
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each other's catrle; the land wns uncultivated, the inhabitants not 
daring to be found alone off the mountains, and the consequent 
famine drove many, at first, to feed upon the dead bodies of their 
fellow-creatureii taken from the field of battle. But, having become 
accustomed 10 eat human flesh, it is said numbers of them associated 
and surprised villages in the night, destroyed the inhabitanta, and 
feasted upon their bodies. The wild beasts were also then much 
accustomed to eat human flesh upon the field of battle, and thit 
made them very dangerous to travellers; but since the cessation of 
these scenes of rapine and blood, beasts of prey have been them
selves much dimini~hed, so that now in the vicinity of main roods, 
especially those traversed by the colonial Boors on their way to 
Na111I, little is to be apprehended from these formidable creatures. 
The people here formerly had only about six hundred cattle, now 
they have about five tho11sand. Many of the inhabitants of Morija 
can read ; and some of them apprehend Christian doctrine with great 
facility. The schools are at present suspended; but when the people 
are in health, and not too much occupied with their corn-crops, a 
school is held daily by T. Arbousset, and another twice a week 
by his wife, in which she teaches the women to sew, &c. 

8th 7th mo. was very cold and snowy : the wind drove the snow 
into the chapel so as to extinguish a fire that had been lighted on 
the floor, and around which our people, with some others, haJ been 
sitting. On leaving the chapel, they put our saddles on the 111des of 
the pulpit, that being the only dry place; and here some goats took 
refuge, which eat through several girths, and did other damage that 
took us some time to repair, so as to be again in travelling order. 
In the evening, the weather being more moderate, we walked with 
T. Arbousset through the two principal kraals or villages of the 
station, which are circular, formed of huts with courts of tall reeds, 
and stand on two natural terraces on the ascent of the mountain~; 
together, they contain about nine hundred inhabitants. Many of 
the people were assembled in one large hut-a sort or warming
house-which, like the rest, had a very low entrance, and in which 
they were seated round a fire. These people, with others of the 
coloured races of Africa, do not bear much cold. In inclement 
weather they crowd around a fire, and are little disposed to go into 
the open air, even to give needful attention to their cattle. One of 
the petty Chiefs of this place ( which is under the government of the 
Moshesh or Thaba Bossiou ), who had come under the in0ucnce of 
Christian principle, one day struck his wife, because she reluctantly 
returned to his house, which she had left with the intention of 
attending the instructions of the wife of the missionary. The man 
immediately relented, went to T. Arbousset, acknowledged his fault, 
and begged him to send for the injnred woman, whose forgiven8" 
he askrd, and with whom he shook hands. Since this time he has 
treated her with great kindness. Considerin t e manner in which 
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•omen were formerly treated, this may be c:onsic.lered a triumph ol 
the Gospel; and a circumstanre likely to have great influence ov.er 
others. 

9th 7th mo. Accompanied by Thomas Arbousset, we rode to 
Thaba Bosswu, distant about twenty-four miles, through grassy 
vales, diver~ified by sandstone hills of various figure, and having 
numerous kraals on their bosoms. From some places we had a fine 
view of the Witte Bergen, or White Mountains, now covered with 
anow; which separate the Bechuana country (which is also kno"·n 
by the name of Nieuwe Land) from Caffraria and the Natal country. 
From this side they look like mountains o( three thousand feet high ; 
but the elevation of the country on this side is great, and the Wilte 
Bergen are said to be nearly as high as the most elevated parts of 
the Sneuw Bergen of the colony, viz. about nine thousand feet. 
Thaba Bossiou, which signifies the Mountain of Night, is tabular, 
and of sandstone, having the kraal of Moshesh and four others on 
the top, which is to them an impregnable fortress. The missionary 
station is elevated, but stands under the mountain. Moshesh 
•pent much or the afternoon with us: lie is an intelligent in
quiring man, who entertains a great value for missionary labours ; 
he always appears in European costume when he comes off the 
mountain, The population of this station, including the mountain 
and its foot, a circle of about two miles, is nearly three thousand, 
and twenty-one kraals, more distant, are visible from the mission
house, When circumstances are favourable, the congregation ia 
four to five hundred : there are forty inquirers, about a dozen 
of whom are considered exemplary Christians. The schools can 
only be kept up for two periods of the year, or about three 
months each, on account of the agriculmral pursuits of the po
pulation. Books are scarce; but thirty can read both print and 
writing, and one can himself write. They are very studious, and 
in the absence of printed lessons, they begged the missionary to give 
them written ones. When they have a little time they spread a 
leuon on the ground, and several of them get around it; so that 
they make good progress, even when the schools are suspended. 

10th 7th mo. We visited the mountain named Thaba Bossiou, 
"'hich is four hundred feet above the plain, takes half an hour to 
walk round the top, and has fifteen hundred inhabitants. It is of 
sandstone, with a projecting cliff at the top; its outline is irregular, 
and it is ascended by three rough passes, by which cattle can be 
brought upon its top ; and there are also four footpaths, some of 
which are ao steep and broken that a stranger requires the use of 
bis hands for security as well as his feet: but the-Basutu women 
will ascend by them, carrying a child and an additional burden at 
the aame time. One of the largest passes, at least, is of basalt, 
which ia shallow, and in some plac:ea broken thr u2h «b ,11,e sandstone, 
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which appears to have been fused by it, and hu hardened into a 
aort of touchstone that at a distance looks like a wall on each side 
of the pass, which may be about ten feet wide, The basalt bu 
emerged at but a short distance from the edge of the mouotain,and 
has scarcely flowed from its foot, where it forms an irngular heap; 
a• if the acrumulation of matter in a state of eemifusion had slowly 
impcllei;I that in front forward. It was agreed that we should hue 
an interview with Moshesh's people, who are of the tribe of Becha
aoas named Buutu ; there are also refugees of other tribes among 
them, as well 1U1 a few Cafl'ers and Bushmen. Moshesh collected his 
people by shouting from the top of the mountain, and while they 
were assembling we visited le't'eral of the native huts, which are uni
versally of grass, and something in form like sectioos of sparrow-pots. 
The entrances are only about a foot and a half high and wide, and 
are arched with clay. The floon are of mud, and are smooth. Sennal 
stout stidcs assist in supporting the cottage inside; to which, u well 
u to the sides themselves, various articles are l!uspended. Tbele 
huts have also circular courts of high reed-fencing, with very n1UTOw 
entrances, defended with boughs. Moshesh haa a number of good 
chests, and an abundance of European clothes, A young man of 
Hottentot extraction was assisting him to dreu, and brushing his 
clothes, when we arrived rather earlier than we were expected. In 
a large court in which we afterwards 11sembled, several penons 
were busily employed in malting basket• of a spherical form, a little 
elongated at the top, for the purpose of preeening corn. They are 
made of grass, and are aewed together with the same material 
platted into a sort of tape, in the same way that beehives are. ia 
England, marle of straw and sewed together with split brian. The 
needles need in their manufacture are the size of large packing
needles, but they are nearly square, and have two eyes, by means 
of which the grass tape is more ea1ily kept from slipping. Numbers 
of these baskets, capable of containing from nine to thirty-4ix 
bushels, are to be seen standing around the huta,.out■ide the fences, 
filled with Cafl'er corn, and having flat stones cemented on the nar
row opening at the top by means of a little cow-dung, They are 
a sufflcienl protection against the weather; and the people being 
honest they consider these granaries safe. On sitting down with 
the company, who were seated on t.he ground, except Mosbesh, who 
occupied a rhair, anrl ourselves and a few othef'II, in Europeaa 
clothing, who sat on boxes, a sweet. and powerful feeling of Divine 
ovenhadowing was perceptible. Eugene Casaalis interpreted, while 
my dear companion and I spoke to them largely on diTine things, 
including al10 temperance and judgment to come, duty to wives, 
beneftta of industry, &c. T. Arbousset and E. Caualis alao ad
dressed them at some length; and were followed by Mosheab, who 
~esterday made many inquirie■ respecting the aborigines of Austra
lia, to whom he now alluded, making some remarks on their desti
tute atatc, and on the practice of some ,bat rdecgrate themaelTea 
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with feathera, and of those of Van Diemen's Land who had not even 
garmenta of akin■, He began by addrening his father and another 
1ubordioate Chief; and bis speech, as nearly as it could be trans
lated, wu aa follows:-" Rejoice, you Macare and Mocatchani ! you 
rulers of cities, rejoice ! We have all reason to rejoice on account 
of the news we have beard. There are a great many sayings among 
men. Among them, some are true and some are falae ; but the 
falw haYe remained with us and multiplied : therefore we ought to 
pick up carefully the trutha we hear, lest they should be lost in the 
rubbish of lies. We are told that we have all been created by one 
Being, and that we all spring from one man. Sin entered man's 
heart when be eat the forbidden fruit, and we have got sin from him. 
These men say that they have sinned; and what is sin in them is sin 
in us, because we came from one stock, and their hearts and ours are one 
thing. Thou, Macare, hast heard these words, nnd thou sayest they are 
lies. If these words do not conquer, the fault will lie with you, You say 
you will not believe what you do not understand. Look at an egg ! 
If a man 'break it, there comes only a watery and yellow substance 
out of it; but if it be placed under 1he wings of a fowl, there comes 
a living thing from it. Who can understand this? Who ever knew 
bow the heat of the hen produced the chicken in the egg ? This is 
incomprehensible to us ; yet we do not deny the fact. Let us do 
like the hen. Let us place these truths in our hearts, as the hen 
does the eggs under her wings; let us sit upon them, and take the 
aame pains, and something new will come of them.'' 

The Chief here paused fora moment, and addressingthemisaionaries 
said," These men are come from afar, and as they can stay so short 
a time with us I wish you to write their n1lmcs in a book, and the things 
they have told us." Then turning ag9in to the people, he said," We 
had heard of the antipode,; but we turned it into a fable, thinking it 
waa an invention to amuse children. Now we see men who have 
come from thence. They tell us everything about that country. 
Now we see the people of that country are in the dark. These men 
aay that we have been loved of God. We have plenty of food and 
coverin,r. The people of the antipodes, what do you think they 
eat? Oxen ?-they have none. She~p ?-they have none. Their 
only food is birds, wild animals, fish, insects, and roots. And what 
do you think they clothe themselves with? With cloth ?-they have 
none, With skins ?-they have none. There only remains for them 
the feathers of birds. Their life is the Bushman's. We see that 
God has loved us indeed ; though you say that God has not loveJ 
us, because He has given less to WI than to the whites. And now 
God has increased our riches by giving us missionaries, which we 
must be thankful for. I speak to you, men. You have heard there 
are men of other nations who despise labour, and think it is only the 
lot of women to work, and that it would be below the dignity of a 
man to put his hand to a tool. These men have praised your hands, 
because they arc employed in making baskets ;rH,,.v_ a,1,:e praised Lhe 
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needle that you use in that work. It is right that man should usitt 
woman. When man wu created, after having looked around him, 
he found no l,eing to make him complete: then God, who knew lbe 
wants of man, extracted the woman out of l,im. I am angry with 
you, men ; you assist the women in many things, but not 10 

much as you ought. I am angry with· you, because I aee your 
wives lying in the huts with disease, (measles,) and fear preveoll 
your entering to give them the assistance they need. Let me no 
longer observe this neglect. I speak to you, children. You abo 
must asei11t your parents. These truths are written in a book. 
It is your duty to learn to read, that you may get knowledge 
therefrom, and help your parents with the instruction you shall 
find therein. I am angry with you : y~u are a aet of Iuy 
fellows!" 

After the meeting, we went to one of Moshesh's buts, where 
we were regaled with tea, which waa served in earthen basi111 
of English manufacture; fowls were also served up, which had been 
cooked for the occasion, On expressing a wish to taste the bread 
made from Caffer corn, some was brought, with some of the most 
delicious sour milk we have tasted. The bread is prepared by 
pouring the meal gently into the middle of a pot of boiling water, 
and allowing it to continue to boil till the water nearly disappean by 
absorption and evaporation. In this state it is very palatable; but 
it will not make bread like wheat-meal. Some of the women were 
busy grinding the corn on flat stones, with others of an oval form. 
We next went to see a stone house, which two Europeans are build
ing for Moshesh, and for which they are to receive forty-five oxeo. 
It is in European style, and the chief has intimated that in it he hll 
only_ provided accommodation for one wife ; at present he has many, 
and there seems to be a conviction in his mind that he must abandoo 
polygamy. This is a great sacrifice for a man to make in this 
country, as his wives are his servants, and their number is looked 
upon as giving him consequence. This evil is, however, fast giYing 
way under the influence of the Gospel; and to these people the cir
cumstance that in the beginning only one woman was created as a 
wife for Adam carries great weight against polygamy. 

Before leaving the mountain (Thaba Bassiou), we visited Morat
chani, the aged father of l\foshesh; who, though addressed by name 
al the previous meeting out of respect, was nevertheless not 
present. He has been much opposed to the introduction of 
Christianity, and consequent change of customs among the ~ 
pie; but his prejudices 11eem to be giving way. He was seated 
on a stone by a fire along with two or three other persons, 
within a rude circular fence of bushes, to which numerous parcels of 
roots used in medicine were suspended. The company soon received 
many additions; and Moshesh and the missionaries informed them 
of what had been said at the meeting; addressing themselves to 
Mocatchani; who, when he was told that e' e.irnr, . se<l approbation 
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~t the Chiefs not using strong drink, said, that was good, that his 
father was the first who forsook it, and that himself had never used 
any. Moshesh follows this good example; and on a certain occasion, 
when pressed to drink, he replied, " If I were to drink, I should be 
talking folly before my people." Moshesh also avoids the use of 
tobacco and snuff; but his father uses the latter, as do also most of 
the Basutu. Some of them also smoke dakka, or wild-hemp, which 
is very stupifying and pernicious : it is in use among all the native 
tribes of Southern Afril·a. This morning I saw a man smoking it in 
a rude pipe, stuck into the side of a cow's horn, that was nenrly filled 
with water, through which he drew the smoke. Before we left 
Mocatchani he requested the missionaries to pray with him. On 
returning to the mission-house, we found a young man from one of 
the villages near Morija, a relative of our attendant Boesak, who had 
come in search of him, having heard that he had passed that way, in 
consequence of Kaile having, according to their custom, told the 
people of the village through which we passed on the 7th inst., who 
we were, and our business in this land ; and having mentioned 
Hoesak's native name, which he happened to remember, notwith
standing he was taken away from his parents when very young, by 
the Bergenaars, a tribe of Griqua marauders, who infested this part 
of Africa a few years ago, and were ultimately re-luced by Andres 
Waterboer of Griqua Town. When we came into the vicinity of 
Beersheba, Boesak told me he remembered being taken through that 
part of the country, and that when brought to Philippolis they were 
ready to eat their k:irosses through hunger; he also remembered 
some of his native tongue, and became useful to us as an interpreter. 
His cousin, who came to see him this e,·cning, reported that his 
mother was on her way to see her long-lost son, but that his father 
could not travel, being ill. 

11 th 7th mo. In the course of last night, one of the wives of 
Moshesh, in a fit of despondency, under which she had been labour
ing for some time, and which was probably increased by the recent 
loss of a baby, and the fever of the measles, under which she was 
suffering, threw herself from the cliff of Thaba Bassiou, having 
eluded the vigilance of a person deputed to watch over her. This 
circumstance prevented the Chief and his people assembling as he 
wished, to ask us questions on various subjects and receive our 
answers, for the Chief was greatly distressed by the occurrence, the 
woman having been a favourite wife. Thomas Arbousset visited 
Moshesh early, on his return to Morija, and it was agreed that we 
should call upon him in the afternoon : but he sent a message at an 
early hour, requesting E. Cassalis and our~elves to go to him imme
diately, for the relatives of the woman were determined to have her 
buried according to their heathen rites, and he was opposing them. 
The power of Moshesh is sufficiently great to enable him to act ar-
bitrarily, but his wisdom .leads him to or• fe e i;coming their 
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opposition by argument. Their cllltom i1, to inter the Camily of the 
Chief in a cattle-kraal ; and on the ocaaion the cauJe are aaeembled, 
and one of them is uain for • aort of oft'ering ud feaat. On arrivifts 
we found a large herd of cattle on the mountain, collected in id°'9 
atrou1 reverence of the deceased, and the people bad tied the body 
of the woman, 10 a■ to bring her into a sitting poeture, and bad 
broken down a place in the wall of one of the cattl~kraals, in which 
they were preparing for her interment. The Chief, in bis undr.a, 
a karoas, &c., was holding a 1trong argument with them, on the 
1uperior advantages of the mode of burial adopted by Chriatiam, 
whicli were 1easons of instruction, as he bad himself witneaed 
two day• ago, and in which idolatrou1 rites to the deceased, which 
were oft'en1ive to God, were avoided. E. Cassali1 alao took part ia 
the argument; and when they had roncluded, I made a few remark.a 
upon the customs of different nations, in regard to their dead. and 
the uoiveraal adoption of the practice of burying them deceot.Jy in 

• the earth, without heathen rites, wherever the Gospel was receind io 
truth. Moshesb also appealed to the social feeling in man, aaying : 
When a child is born it clings around its mother's neck; when it ia 
older it aeeks playmates of its own age; and when grown to IDllll

bood, man seeks association with his fellow-man ; and which of yoa 
even in death would wish to be buried alone? No one lwi pre
viously been buried in the kraal chosen for the interment of tbe 
deceased, nor was there a prospect that another would be buried by 
her aide : but about two weeks ago, one of the people of the station 
Rpplied to Moshesh, for leave to bury a deceased relative aa:ording 
to Christian practice ; the Chief gave consent, and the woman wu in
terred in a piece of ground selected for a cemetery on the top of the 
mountain, and by her aide it was the wish of the Chief that his wife', 
remains should be buried. Mocatchani WBI greatly incensed at this 
departure from the customs of the nation, and sent several messages 
to Moshesb, desiring to have the man put to death who hsd thus in
fringed upan them. When the Chief had concluded hi1 argumeut. 
he challenged those who had anything le object to come forwud. 
~me of them said, they would do so when the missionary bad 
withdrawn. To this he replied, that to attack a man when his back 
was turned was a cowardly practice, and in itself an acknowledgmeut 
that he was too powerful to be met to the face : that if they had any 
better arguments than the miaionary or himself had brought forward, 
they were prepared to hear and admit them ; but that if not. be 
would have bis own way ; that he was not himl'elf a converted mau: 
he had long tried to resist the truths spoken by the missiooaries; 
but he was convinced, and he could no longer stand against them. He 
then made a short pause and there was no answer: he therefore 
requested E. Cassalia to send C. Gosselin, a pious artisan, to prepare 
a grave. Some of the objectors said, that if Mosheah thus broke 
through their customs he should not be their Chief; but threac. of 
this sort he disregards, well knowing that 1i·11 loeople are too 
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dependent upon him to forsake him. For in one of thoae wars in 
whim they were perpetually engaged for twenty years, before the 
missionaries came among them, Moshesh propaaed that the flocks 
and herds of the tribe should be collected, and defended upon one of 
the mountains. At this period his father was in power, end the 
people declined joining in his plan, thinking they could defend their 
own, in which they proved mistaken. Moshesh obtained the 
assistance of such persons as had no cattle, and saved hia, and the 
other people became dependent upon him for milk; which constitutes 
a principal article of their food : he lent them cows ; but the in
crease was his; and his stock of milk-cows now amounts to about 
20,000: they are dispersed through the numerous villages of hi■ 
extensive and populous country. When C. Goslin was preparing 
the grave, Moshcsh and several of the people were looking on ; 
when old Mocatchani came up, and inquired how they meant to 
bury him when he died; Moshesh replied, in the same manner 
as they were going to bury his wife ; and he added, that he 
wished also himself to be so buried, and desired the people to 
observe how Goselin made the grave, that in case he died before 
them they might know how to bury him, The French misaionariea 
belong to the " Societe des Missions Evangeliques de Peria," 
and hBTe been about six years in this part of Africa. Under their 
instruction the people have become much raised in moral11, and 
advanced in kno,•ledge. Many of those at this station hold fa. 
mily worship. Forty form a Bible class. with whom the mis
sionary meets frequently. On a certain occasion Moshesh ob
served to his people, that before the missionaries came they were 
acquainted with most of the truths they taught, 10 far as they 
were contained in the law of Moses, and were written in the ten 
commandments, excepting as regarded the Sabbath ; for God had 
sent them this knowledge: it had descended to them ; and those 
who had died before they had the Bible would be judged according 
to the knowledge they possessed. But the missionaries had brought 
them the knowledge of the Sabbath, of Jesus Christ, and of the Holy 
Spirit; and they who had received the Bible would be judged 
according to the Bible. 

In the course of the day the mother of Boenk arrived, having 
come on foot about thirty miles to see her long-lost son, who 
is a striking likeness of his mother. She said he was torn from 
her arms when a little boy by the Griquas (Bergenaar1) ; and 
when she turned after them, they bid her to run away; but she 
followed them weeping as long as she could. From that time 
she had not heard of him till the other day ; and her heart 
had mourned over him as dead. Her husband was sick and could not 
c.-ome to see his son; but she was glad to see him, and thankful that 
he had fallen into the hands of people who had treated him u a 10n. 
The Berganaars took away another aon, who she believed tras 
among the Boors, and a daughter ofo,~hoP,JGoo~ not heant. 



~4 I 
B~Sllk had traced his 11ister to the neighbourhood of Graaf Refll't, I 
This also w11s joyful tidings to the bereaved mother, who, af1e1 

spending a short time with her son, and arranging that he should 
visit his parents on leaving us, returned to confirm to her husband 
the truth of the report they had heard of their long-lost child being 
in the country. Some of the Bastaards residing in this part of the 
land have, at times, compelled Bushmen to become their ae"an1s, 
and behaved to them with great severity. A few of these have fled 
to Moshesh, who has protected them. Some of these Bushmen uy 
they were beaten with sambocks like beasts ; and one was so sta"ed, 
while his master was in plenty, that he was obliged to dig grubs out 
of the ground and eat them to sustain life. In the afternoon we 
visited one of the native smiths, and saw him working his iron, 
which is smelted from ore found in an adjacent mountain. For 
bellows they use two bags of soft leather, opening at the top by 
means of two parallel sticks: they are closed by the hand in descend
ing; a portion of the leather passing over the hand on one side, and 
over the thumb on the other, to facilitate the operation. Each bag 
is terminated by a cow's-horn with the point cut off, and these pipes 
terminate in one of clay, in an arched wall of the same ma1erw. 
Between this and a smaller wall, about six inches distant, a charcoal 
fire is placed. The blast is well maintained ; and the rougher work 
is effected by means of hard stones on others of large dimensions, and 
the finer with hammers of their own making. They weld iron, and 

• finish their work with considerable skill. 

Uth 7th mo. At nine o'clock we again ascended the mountain; 
where we joined the Chief and many of his people, who were 
assembled without the fence of the hut of his deceased wife. Within 
the fence the remains were lying, wound up in a kaross, and made 
fast to a stout stick, to preserve them in a straight position. Wood 
is too scarce in this and many other parts of Africa to admit of 
coffins being used. After a pause, the closing of the fence was 
removed, and a number of the natives bore the corpse, over which 
a white cloth was spread, upon napkins, to the grave ; distant about 
a quarter of a mile. The company augmented to about 600. The 
Chief himself attended, as did also all the dissatisfied parties. The 
season was one of great solemnity. E. Cassalis, according to their 
custom, rehearsed in a solemn manner a number of appropriate 
Scripture passages as the procession moved to the grave-side; where 
he preached a long, unstudied sermon : my dear companion and my• 
self also addressed the company, while E. Cassalis interpreted. The 
remains were then placed in the grave, which was roughly masoned 
with sandstone-a precaution to prevent disturbance by wolves 
(hyenas). The covering-stones being adjusted, and the people again. 
quiet, E. Cassalis engaged in pmyer, The company remained till 
the grave was filled up, and then separated in a very orderly manner. 
The opportunity, through the Divine ble11Simzcwas. de one of great 
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instruction. It presented a striking contrast of the becoming order 
of Christianity to the disorder of heathenism ; and, so far as 
appeared, all seemed fully satisfied. Poor old Mocatchani seemed 
to feel that his own standing was as with one foot in the grave, on 
the brink of which he moved with tottering steps, as we parted from 
him. Moshesh and some attendants joined us afterwards at the 
mission-house, where, af\er dinner, my dear companion was engaged 
in prayer. In the evening we set out for Plaatberg. On parting 
from Moshesh, who sent his interpreter with us as guide, and lent a 
horse to another person to accompany us, he said, he had yet many 
things to give up, for which he had not strength in himself; and he 
therefore desired that we might add our prayers to God on his ac
count, that he might receive strength. In 1837 the population of 
Moshesh's country was, in the district of Morija 4000, of Thaba 
Bossiou 8000, and of the Orange River 6000. The number is con
tinually augmenting from various quarters, in consequence of the 
kind reception he gives to Chiefs broken in power, such as I shall 
have occasion hereafter to mention. A large body also emigrated 
from the banks of the Kaai River, &c. a few years ago, and came 
into Moshesh's country under the direction of the Wesleyan Mission
ary Archbell, where they met a welcome. These now form 
several distinct stations. The mission-house at Tl,aba Bossiou is 
• long, vlain brick building, of five rooms, affording a moderate share 
of accommodation, but not at all more than is needful for health and 
reasonable comfort. The houses of some of the missionaries we have 
visited, especially of J. Read, at the Kat River, and of F. Kayzer, on· 
the Keiskamma, are very defective in this respect: that of the latter 
is also placed in a situation much exposed to the influence of the 
sun ; and the consequence is that much sickness is the lot of the 
family. 

A pleasant openness subsists between the French missionaries and 
the people; which, though it subjects the missionaries to frequent inter
ruption, is highly conducive to the improvement of the people. The 
Basutu use in war a breastplate of thin brass, worked smooth and bright, 
they also use a shield of singular form. The shield is balanced by a 
sort of plume, made of black ostrich-feathers,• and their chief weapon 
is a short assagai or spear, with a stout reed handle. Some of the 
Basutu wear large brass rings around their necks, and a considerable 
number of smaller ones upon their arms. Two or three earrings 
in each ear are not uncommon : many of them wear strings of small 
beads around their heads, necks, arms, and legs: few of them smoke, 
but snuffing is very general. Their snuff-boxes are frequently made 

• The plume i. also used in attacking lions, which dare not advance against a 
number of these stuck into lhe ground: but il is most serviceable to lhe herdsmen, 
who, when they wish to leave their cattle, stick one of these into lhe ground, am! 
the cattle feed and lie down around It; being taught to regard it ao the herdsman'! 
representative. The number of feathers required to make one of these things is con
•lderable ; so lhat one of them is in value equal to an ox. 
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of a species of calabash, not more than one and a half inch in diameter; 
these are generally suspended from the neck. Their principal grain 
i3 Caffer-corn, which they cultivate extensively; so that, in 110me 
instances, one man will have from 50 to 70 muids, equal 150 to !10 
bushels. The common price at harvest is about two rix-dollara per 
muid ; but at Colesberg we have known traders who bring it from 
hence, to ask 2h. and obtain 18,. The country between Thaba 
Bossiou and Plaatberg is a continuance of grassy vales between 
sandstone mountains, with a few tracts of basalt. The bosoms of 
the hills ahound with Basutu villages, near some of which the peo~ 
were still harvesting Caffer-rorn. Some of the kloofs of thia pan of 
the country produce a stout reed, equal in size to the Spanish reed. 
Three hours' smart riding brought us to the bank of the Caledon 
River, on the north bank of which we called at the hut of a Bastaanl, 
with whom we left a tract, finding that he could read Dutch: three 
quarters of an hour more brought us to Plaatberg, a Wesleyan mis
sionary station of Bsstaards, who emigrated hither from Old Plaat
berg, which laid nearer to the Kruman, and was forsaken on account 
of frequent failure of crops from drought. The station is io charge 
of Thomas H. Sephton, a catechist, a native of Nottinghamshire, 
who with his wife, a native of London, and a model of neatness 
in her family, received us with much Christian kindness. 

18th 7th mo. The inhabitants of Plaatberg are suffering from the 
measles; ten have died. Many of the men are from home hunting; 
having left their families, with a thoughtlessness that is characteristic 
of this people, and against the counsel of their teacher, at a time 
when their presence at home was greatly needed. Several of them 
are possessed of waggons, which they have taken with them ; and 
consequently their sick families arc destitute of fnel, which must be 
brought from a distance, The Bastaards have so strange a conceit of 
their superiority over the Bechuana tribes, being themselves of Dutch 
and Hottentot or slave descent, that there seems a probability of 
their resting in this self-complacency till those they contemn rise 
above them in civilization. The dwellings of the people here are 
chiefly hartebeeat houses, of tall reeds, ploatered with mud : a few 
have better cottages ; and two or three are built of brick, in EIIJ'O
pean style. But even in one of these, having a fireplace and chimney, 
the fire, according to the common custom of the coloured natives of 
Africa, was made in the midst of the floor. A consequence of this 
practice is, that both houses and people are far from cleanly. Their 
furniture consists of a bedstead, a few boxes, stools (~enerally with 
seats made of strips of prepared skins), iron pots, a kettle, basins and 
bottles, &c. Their bedding and much of their clothing is of tanned 
skins, with the wool on, except on those made into trowsers and 
shoes. The men wear hats manufactured in the colony, and the 
woni~n cotton bonnets and gowns. Meat and Indian corn are to be 
seen in almost every house, and pumpkins in many: ihey grow also 
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a considerable quantity of wheat, which they generally sell to the 
Boon that have emigrated into the adjacent country. Some of them 
spend much of the money they thus obtain in strong drink, which is 
a great snare to them, There are about 600 on the station, 140 of 
whom are members of the W ealeyan church. In the school there 
are 65 boys, and 68 girls ; nine of whom are in the Bible-class, 21 
in the Testament, and 51 in the spelling-book: 19 write on paper, 
and 18 on slates. Karolea Batje, their captain, is a man advancing 
in years: he has a rival in Cornelius Van Wyk, by whose means 
there is much unsettlement among the people. When Batje rame 
into the house of the ratechist, we noticed that he took a seat on the 
floor just within the door, which we thought ought not to have been 
allowed; for where a captain is to be re.peeled among his people 
he must be treated with marked respect by the teacher, and ought 
to have a chair handed more forward in the house. Sometimes this 

1 may be attended by inconvenience, from the want of cleanliness 
of the parties, and their ~iability to bring in vermin: but this must 
be borne patiently till the man is raised to better habits. Some of 
the missionaries act very judiciously in this re,pect, and with them 
inconveniencies such as I have alluded to are much more speedily 
removed: and the captain feeling himself respected, is more ready to 
promote the views of the teacher or missionary. 

I 4th 7th mo. First-day. About eleven o'clock this forenoon the 
people assembled in the reed-built chapel for worship, in the afternoon 
for school, and again for worship in the evening. The attendance 
was small in consequence of the prevailing sickness. The chapel 
will hold 200 persons: it is said often to be filled, and a third more 
people to stand outside. Defective as the Bastaards are in Christian 
practice in many instances, they are generally diligent in attending 
public worship. Usually a meeting is also held in the forenoon 
with the Basutu of the adjacent villages, who assemble on such oc
casions in numbers varying from one hundred to six hundred, but 
for three weeks this meeting has been suspended on account of 
the measles; and only six individuals of this class were here to
day. The time of meeting is announced by the cracking of a 
bullock-whip ; the station being without a bell, and the people 
without clocks. After the routine-services were gone through, in the 
forenoon, my companion imparted much important counsel to the 
congregation, T. Sephton interpreting. The evening meeting was 
nearly left to ourselves, and I ventured to address the people in 
Dutch, T. Sephton now and then helping me with a word. On both 
occasions much plninness was used in regard to the defects of the 
people and their imagined superiority over the neighbouring Basutu, 
as well as in extending encouragement to those who were making 
a profession oC Christianity, to press toward the mark of the prize of 
their high calling. On the several occasions, there was, at intervals, 
a feeling of sweet solemnity. Thomas an Sara Sephton are 
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valuable pious persons, of simplicity and energy: the latter, parti
cularly, is very active in their own large family. as well as among 
the people. 

15th 7th mo. There are some remarkable ldoofs in the sides of the 
tabular sandstone mountains here, out of which springs of water 
issue, helpful in cultivation ; though in growing corn the rain that 
falls generally affords sufficient moisture. Some of the kloofs are 
bushy and abound in conies, (railed in the rolony dassies,) which are 
about the size of rabbits, but in form more resembling Guinea-pigs: 
they run among the rocks with great facility, ascending those that are 
almost perpendicular. These are among the numerous animals upoa 
which the tigers of this country prey. One of these is the true 
leopard, and another, somewhat resembling the former, baa single 
spots : it is called luipaard, i. e. leopard, by the Dutch farmers, while 
the true leopard is called tiger. They occasionally visit these kloofs, 
and are shot. Lions are now scarce in this district; but within 
a short time they have destroyed horses: many of them have been 
killed since guns were brought into the country by the Baataards and 
the emigrating Boors. There are a few heaths on the top of the 
mountains, just along the borders, with several other shrubs, and a 
few ferns. In moist places in the kloofs there are also a few trees : 
and zantedeschia (calla) ethiopica is in the springs, but is much 
nipped by the frost: it is rare in this part of Africa. The people 
burn the old remaining grass off et this season of the year, to make 
way for the new; but by this mean11 it remains more sour. After 
an early dinner we parted from our kind friend Sarah Sephton, and, 
accompanied by her husband, rode to Lishuane, a station of the 
Wesleyam1 among some Griquas, who removed hither from Old 
Bootchap. Lishuane is about twenty-four miles from Plaatberg; 
and is also surrounded by Basutu villages. In this neighbourhood 
there are residing a few of the people who destroyed the missionary
station at Latakoo a few years ago, under a Chief named Tlalela. 
Not thinking themselves safe in this country they fled into that of M~ 
ahesh, who received them peaceably, and appointed them a place in this 
neighbourhood, where they now cultivate the ground in peace; and 
being but a short distance from Lishuane, many of them reson 
thither to listen to the glad tidings of salvation, We reached 
Lishuane about sunset, and were kindly welcomed by George and S. 
Bingham, whom we had before seen, and with whom V1·e spent a 
pleasant evening; having also a liule religious service with them. 
In l 8:Z6, much of the country we passed through was taken posses
sion of by a Chief named Matuwani, who drove out several other 
tribes, and "'ho with his people were intended to have been destroyed 
by the colonial troops in 1828, when by mistake they fell upon an
other people. 

16th 7th 1110. The people were invited to a~meeti gin the chapd, 
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which is a large hartebeest houae. About seventy assembled, whom 
we 11ddressed through the medium of T. Sephton, The congrega
tion is considerable here sometimes ; but the measles and hunting 
have temporarily reduced it. The school is temporarily suspended. 
Many of the people can read. Many of the Gri'}uas about the 
station are living in mat huts, and are generally in but middling 
circumstances. They wear similar clothing to the people of Plaat
berg, and in oold weather put on karosses as cloaks. Some of these 
people are pious, and most of them have a knowledge of the doc
trines of the Gospel : but they are not thought to have grown in 
grace of )alter years. Since their removal from Bootchap they 
have been rather unsettled, notwithstanding the country here is 
much more fruitful than that they left, which was forsaken on 
account of the frequent failure of the crops. Though universally 
living in mat huts several of these people are possessed of waggons. 

17th 7th mo. George and S. Bingham accompanied us to l\fak
watling, a station of the French Missionary Society, among a 
tribe of Bechuanas, named Balaung or Batauw, where we were cor
dially welcomed by Francis and Eliza Daumas, who are from the 
south of France. This station is about four miles north of Lishuani. 
The mountain lying between has precipitous sides, and the road 
round the point is six miles. In the afternoon we walked to its top, 
which is an extended grassy plain, with a few elevated sandstone 
rocks, from which some other missionary stations and several native 
villages are visible. The people here are an improving race. Several 
of them have been into the colony to work; and, being economical, 
they do not spend in drink or other dissipations the wages which 
they readily obtain for their habitual industry, but with them they 
procure cattle and return ; they also breed horses and exchange them 
for cattle; and their country is favourable for the growth of corn, 
which they also cultivate. Several of them are building cottages of 
stones and clay, and most of them are decently clothed. They have 
made great progress for the time they have been under missionary 
instruction, which is less than two years. Eliza Daumas was at 
one period a pupil of M. A. Calame, of Locle: both she and her 
husband have a pleasant recollection of the visits of some of our 
English friends to the south of France. On the way from Lishuani 
we saw three Caffer cranes: these noble birds are seen in the same 
latitude in Caffraria. 

18th 7th mo. We had a meeting this morning with such of the 
people as could be assembled. It was a satisfactory opportunity, and 
the congregation very attentive. Several of them appear to h11ve come 
in some measure under the influence of Christian principle. Polygamy 
and other heathen customs are generally abandoned. Occasionally 
us many as four hundred attend public worship, but on an average about 
two hundred. They live iu numerous small villa ~~,with· n a short dis-
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tance one of another: within a few miles there are about four tboo
aand inhabitants. The Batauw or Bataung, which signifies « people 
of the lion," are also sometimes CAiied Lig-o-ya, from a Chief whose 
power is now broken, and who, with the remnant of hia people, has 
tak111 up his residence in this part of the country. David Rayla, the 
Chief of the Makwatling kraal, is a pious man ; he is a aepbn
of Makwana, the principal Chief, who resides about forty miles 
distant. Two young women of decent and orderly character reside 
in the mission family, a daughter and niece of Molitaani. There 
is also a cook in the family, a young man of the CafFer natioo, 
who was nearly killed in one of their wars ; but, on 1howing sigm 
of life, he was thrown over a clitF, by which means one of hill thighs 
was broken: In this state he was brought to F. and E. Daumu. to 
whom he baa become strongly attached, and in whose family the light 
of the Gospel has dawned on his soul. 

19th 7th mo. Accompanied by F. Daumas, who also supplied 111 
with horses, we rode to the werf or kraal of Molitsani, a Chier of 
a section of the Bataung, formerly a great warrior, and notiad in 
this character by T. L. Hodgson, in the Memoir of the late Ann 
Hodgson; but the power of Molitsani having been broken in their 
contests, he also has now, with the remnant of his people, settled in 
peace within the country of Moshesh. The village consists of about 
a hundred huts, formed like sections of a spsrrow-pot, of sticks and 
reeds, plastered with mud, and opening into remarkably nest circular 
courts of tall reeds, having entrances sufficiently high to admit a maa 
walking erect, and being neatly bound together with platted graa. 
The caule-kraals, or folds, are of stone, one of them unusually large. 
The Chief had just been killing an ox, and dividing it among hia 
people, under a wild olive-tree that has been preserved, and se"es 
as a forum. This is the customary way of the Chief feeding his peo
ple. On arriving at his hut we were greeted by his wives; and in a 
short time, when he returned from dispensing the meat, by himaeJC 
and various other members of his family: he invited us to be seated 
by him, on mats, in a court free from smoke, which wna very annoy
ing in the places where there were fires, these being usually made of 
cow-dung in this part of Africa, where wood is extremely scarce. 
Molitsa.ni collected a large number of his people, whom we addressed 
through the medium of F. Daumas, who occasionally visits this 
village and several others on the ascent of the same and adjaoro, 
mountains, for the purpose of imparting religious instruction. After 
this opportunity the Chief went to seek us some refreshment, and 
brought some delicious sour milk with his own hands. Formerly be 
entertained strong objection to his people resorting to Makwatling 
for religious instruction, fearing that they would not continue sub
ject to him ; but now he finds that those who have received the 
Gospc_I pay him even increased respect in everything that is right. 
and his objections have subsided. Some of.. his wn • family now 

Digitized by Goog e 



81 

resi<le on the mission-station with his approbation, and he sends 
them food on pack-ox.en, and himself occasionally resorts thither 
to the public worship ; the distance is about eighteen miles. Here 
we also met with Mogoya, the Chief whose people have been called 
Ligoya or Lehoya, who is alao reduced in power, and now resides 
near Molitaani, but is inferior to him ; and both are subject to Mak
wana. On the way from Makwatling we passed a viJlage situated 
on the top of a mountain, st which a young m11n, on his first awaken
ing tfl righteousness, bad "brought strange things to the ears" of 
hi■ people; and they, taking him to be insane, had bonnd bis hands 
to bis feet with thongs, and kept him for five day,, at the end of 
which he prevailed on them to liberate him : he then made his way 
to the mis■ionary 1tation, being in a very emaciated 1tate for want 
of food. Here his wants were supplied, and he was sent back in 
company with a few intelligent converts, who explained the matter 
to the villagers, who now listen to his pious exhortations. ·on the 
way from Molitsani's village to one of the Koranas, about eight miles 
distant, aa well as in the course of the morning's ride, we passed the 
former sites of many villages, destroyed in the wars; the stone 
caule-kraals of which remaining mark the deserted spots. This 
afternoon we al10 paned a kraal lately occupied by Bushmen, who 
have probably removed to follow the migration of game : it consisted 
of alcoves of leafy boughs, just large enough for two or three persons 
to sit under. The Koranas at the station named Black Forest, which 
is a translation of the name of the mountain under which it i■ 
aituated, and which has wood in its kloofs, are under the charge of 
an intelligent, industriou■ Wesleyan catechist, named Eli Wiggil, 
whom we found busily employed in building himself II house, in the 
ab■ence of his wife and family in Albany; of whom he ha■ received 
no tidings for five months, but during which be expects his wife has 
been confined. Su1pense of this kind is not unfrequent with mission
aries. The Koranas here were originally from the country of Cape 
Town and the vici11ity, when the Dutch first took possession of the 
colony, and are a race of Hottentots, subsi■ting on the milk and flesh 
of their cattle and by hunting, purely a pastoral people. Their late 
Chief Jan Taibo■ch, a pious man, wu killed by a lion when in the 
chue: there i■ a notice of him in one of the Wesleyan monthly 
Mi.asionary papers: his son and succeaeor, now a minor, ia receiving 
education at Farmer-field station, in Albany. These people wear 
clotl1ing made in the same manner u that of Europeans; but though 
they have been many years under missionary instruction, and about fifty 
are member■ of the Wesleyan church, they have not been prevailed 
upon to take ■o important a step in civilization aa to adopt in any 
measure agricultural pursuits. Several of them can read Dutch, but 
it i1 thought that they do not well under■tand it. Formerly these 
people were upon the Hart river, but they emigrated with the Wesley
am from Bootchap and old Plaatberg, and were for .some time at 
th~ir 1tation at Umpokani; which, however, th ¥ left,

1
alleging u a 
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reason the scarcity of fuel. They live in mat huts, and are rather 
prone to remove from place to place. No building is yet erected 
here for a chapel, but one is projected. The people assemble in a 
place where the rocks serve for seats, and a wild olive protects the 
preacher from the sun and wind. Here we met them, and addressed 
them through the medium of E. Wiggil, who interpreted into a )ow 
dialect of Dutch, and Jan Pinar, a pious old man, who rendered the 
Dutch into the uncouth Hottentot, which is also the language of the 
Koraoa11 and Bushmen; the last being likewise of the Houeutot 
race, and the lowest of the African tribes in regard to civilization, 
pursuing no cultivation nor possessing any cattle, and Ji.-ing in the 
mountains with little shelter from the weather, or under ledges o( 
the rocks, where they draw rude figures or men and animals. On 
returning to Makwatling we passed a few viJlages of Zulu refugees, 
under Sepapu or Mora Pakalita, (i. e. the son of Pakalita,) a well
disposed and amiable man; whose father fled from the tyranny of 
Chaca, a brother of Dingaan, of the Natal country. Chat'll was sub
sequently slain by Dingsao, who seems in no way inferior to bia 
brother in pride and tyranny. 

20th 7th mo. Having obtained a guide and some additional 
horses (it being necessary to leave two of our own behind) we 
started this morning for Umporani, distant nearly fifty mrles, and 
traversed a continuance of grassy vales, or plains, among saodnone 
hills, leaving Umpokani on the left, when about fifteen miles on 
the way. Jn some places the grass had been burnt for a great 
extent, and remarkable electric columns of black dust were arising 
from the surface to a great elevatino in various directions, and slowly 
traversing the plains. At first sight they were taken for the smoke 
of unextinguished fires, but further observation soon corrected this 
error, and the manner of their travelling proved their true character. 
Before arriving at U mporaoi we came again upon the Caledon, 
which here runs in a deep channel, and has willows oo its banb, and 
agate pebbles among the stones of its bed. We passed a few herds 
of springboks, and one of a species of gnu, known among the 
Dutch as the blauw (or blue) wilde beest, also one of a species of 
zebra. Near Umporani the villages of the natives were very nume
rous on the rocky bosoms of the tabular sandstone mountains, among 
which are also several remarkable peaks, and in the plain the corn
fields of the people. We passed through Sicooyellas werf, or 
town, just as they were bringing in the cattle in the evening, and 
soon came in sight of the white chapel and mission-house, where 
we met a very hearty welcome from James Allison, whose valuable 
wife is gone to Graham's Town on account of her health. The 
people here are Mantatees. Originally they belonged to the Bo
periming or Baparce, from whom they fled about one hundred and 
thirty years ago. On leaving the mnin body of the nation, who 
are still residing to the north-enst, they se tied onlthe Donkin river, 
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and made war with the adjacent Znlu tribes ; who, ns they became 
conquered, blended with their conquerors, and thus changed their 
language by mixing Zulu with the purer Sichuana. They remo,·ed 
towards Natal, nearly to the place where Dingaan lately attacked 
the Boors. Matuani fell upon them, but waa driven out by Chaca, 
and subsequently they fell upon Moahesh ; they were afterwards again 
attacked by Matuani, who waa a great Bechuana warrior, but they 
fled towards Lishuani, made a circuit in the night, and got upon the 
mountains, where they defended themselves. A continued succession 
of war and famine then ensued ; each tribe carried off and destroyed 
the cattle of the other, the people were afraid to leave their moun
tain fastnesses to cultivate the land, and the country waa deluged 
with blood, and bespread with human bones. Starvation dro•e many 
of the Baautu to eat their own dead ; and hence arose the dreadful 
system of cannibalism that for some years existed among this people. 
Being confined to the mountains without cattle or grain, and im
pelled by hunger, they stole around the neighbouring kraals in the 
night, surprised, killed, and eat thl! inhabitants, until they gained 
such an appetite for human flesh as made them more terrible than 
the lion or the wolf; the former of which laid wait by the rivulets 
and springs, and the latter (a small dark species of hyena) entered 
their huts at night, and carried off their children, and sometimes 
adults. Jn this state the missionaries found the tribes of this part 
of Africa; and at Umporani several are now living who escaped 
singly from such carnage, when all their relati•es were killed and 
devoured. Now the land may be said to be at peace, except at this 
one place; for Sikonyela, or Sikoniela, who is not a converted man, 
still suffers himself occasionally to be persuaded by wicked men 
among his people to make incursions on the adjacent tribes; one 
of which he has lately robbed of much cattle. But the Christian 
converts among his people, and many others, to the amount of one 
third of the whole, refused to accompany him, and thus become 
pnrtakel'II in this wickedness. There are other sections of the Man• 
tatees within forty miles of this place, under three other Chiefs, who 
it is highly desirable should also hue missionaries. To the south of 
the road on which we travelled to-day there is likewise a consider
able body of Sikonyela's people, under a petty Chief named Ma
komo. 

21st 7th mo. First-day.-Most of the people here are sick with 
the mfftllles. The chapel, which will contain about five hundred 
people in the way they sit upon the floor, wu only occupied by 
about one hundred persona. Many of these were of the number 
who recei•ed .the Gospel in a recent awakening, when the whole 
tribe seemed temporarily shaken under the operation of Divine power. 
About ninety have been recei•ed as members of the church, which 
is Wesleyan, and others are " on trial." There are sixteen young 
men who go out to teach in the mljacent villag s. on t e first-day 
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afternoons, in whom there is a liveliness of zeal that is cheering to 
witness. About twenty-five pupils are in daily attendance at school: 
the number varies from fifty to one hundred and fifty on the sabbath: 
sixteen can read tolerably well. James Allison and his wife having 
everything at this station to attend to themselves, with only such as-
1istance as they ran get from the natives, they have not been able to 
carry out the school inatruction as they could wish. In the general 
congregation for publir worship m_y dear companion and I had much to 
communirate in te11timo11y to the fundamental doctrines of the Gospel, 
and against war, drunkenness, &c.; Sikonyela was present most or 
the time. Licentiousness prevails among these people in their un
converted state u well as among other nations: polygamy and adul
tery are common. A convert to the Gospel has much to give op 
and to contend against. In the evening a meeting was held with the 
converts, among whom is David Selo, the son of the Chief, a hopeful 
young man that can read and write, both in his own language and in 
Dutch : he now lives with J. Alli10n, and will soon begin to come 
into power among the people. Three of the converts to Christianity 
here have lately died in possession of a blessed hope of a glorious 
immortality, testifying to the love of God, and exhoning their chil
dren and friends to give themselve, to Christ: and we visited a sick 
woman this evening who said, that though she was very weak in 
body the Lord made her strong in heart. James Allison and his 
wife have had to contend with great trial■ and difficulties at this 
place, but the Lord has greatly comforted them, by the pouring oat 
of his Spirit upon the people; and the Gospel has gained II good 
report far into the interior. A deputation from the Barapootsa, or 
Bapeene of Arrowsmith'a map, lately visited this station in hope of 
obtaining a missionary. 

Hnd 7th mo.-The people at Umporani cultivate a considerable 
quantity of land: from the time their grain comes up they employ 
many of their children in herding their cattle. The catechi!lt bas a 
good garden, which he has surrounded by a wall, and a corn-field 
partially fenred. Maternal and conjugal affection are sometimet 
strongly exhibited among the Berhuana tribes. We have heard 
of a mother, when driven to the extremity of eating her own child 
by famine, proposing that it should be killed by a neighbour, and 
that she in tum would perform the same painful office, in order 
that they might not have the additional trial of destroying their 
own offspring. In a case at Umporani, in whirh a young man 
was shot by an enemy, his wife lamented over him, and in despair 
took, first her various wares, and then her baby, and cut them 
over the cliff, and lastly she wrapped her own head in her k~ 
and rushed over the precipice herself. Self-denial is also some
times strongly exhibited. At the time when the Basutu were be
ginning to eat their fellows, an old man said, "This is wrong: I have 
not long to live, and my days had better be hortened than l should 
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do this :" he therefore boldly met death by starvation. There is 
living in James Allison's family a female servant, who was formerly 
a slave. She knows nothing of her descent, but was brought out of 
the colony bya Boor, from whom she ran away. She came to Um
porani and inquired if she might work for a sheep-skin, to make a 
garment! not an uncommon covering for people of this class in remote 
situations. On being asked if she had no friends, her reply was, 
"No, I do not know that I have a friend in the world." She was 
received as a domestic, and with all the other servants in the family 
became converted to God, at the time in which He condescended in a 
wonderful manner to pour out his Spirit upon this place. A young 
man from near the Kruman, the only one who ventured to accompany 
James Allison when he came hither, and who had had a person 
selected by his mother for his wife, according to their custom, and 
who on hearing that his mother had made such a choice for him, 
prayed that if the young woman would not be likely to help him in 
righteousness be might be disgusted with her at first sight, and whose 
prayer wa■ so answered that he rejected her, for which he bas since had 
reason to be very thankful : he had an impression that a suitable wife 
would be provided for him on this then unhopeful spot. This young 
man, seeing the benighted state of the mind of the poor runaway 
slave, prayed the Lord to enlighten her, and his prayer in this case 
was also answered. He now believed he saw in her the provision 
of the Lord, and he therefore proposed marriage to her, and was 
accepted. They are at this time happy lrelpmeets in things temporal 
and spiritual, and have been blessed by the addition of an interesting 
babe. Among the servants at Umporani are also a man and his wife, 
who, with a siste1·, were in slavery among the Boors, from whom they 
likewise ran away, having been so oppressed that the man says 
he would rather die than return. They reached this place in eighteen 
days in a very exhausted state, On seeing them approaching, under 
the conduct of a native, J. Allison had a strong impression made 
upon his mind that he ought to receive them. The single woman 
returned into the colony ; but it was with the conversion of the other 
woman that the great awakening here began, She came under so 
powerful a conviction of her sinful condition as to be brought to the 
brink of the grave by the anguish of her soul; but after her mournful 
condition bad become extensively known, the Lord spoke peace to 
her troubled mind, gave her to feel the forgiveness of her sins for 
Christ's sake, filled her mouth with praises, and restored her again 
to health. The people marked the change, and began to inquire, 
• What do we know of this salvation?' Conviction spread, and the 
question, • What shall I do to be saved ?' became one of extensive 
interest. The man also came under the infiuence of religious prin
ciple, and they are truly valuable helpers in this establishment, 

Sikoniela is not one that understands that " righteousness ex
alteth a nation." He 11uffers himself to be persuaded by bad men 
in his tribe to form commandos to rob others of their cattle, hoping 
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with them to buy horses and guns, and thus to become power• 
ful. On a certain occ11sion he arrayed a number of his men in 
the costume of Boors, made an incunion upon the Zulu Chief, 
Dingaan, and carried off five hundred bead or cattle. In returniog 
they inadvertently came upon a camp of the Boors, to whom 
they said they were bringing the cattle from a poat or station be· 
longing to Sikoniela, and were suffered quietly to pass. The cattle 
were trRced by Dingaan's people to the Boor's camp, and he sent ovt 
a commando ag11l11st them ; but the commando, on discovering the 
strength of the Boors, returned for reinforcement without attacking 
them ; and the Boors, having heard of Dingaan's hostile intentiooa, 
availed themselves of the interval to inform Dingaan who the thief 
was, and he, unreasonably enough, put them upon proving their own 
innocence by recovering the cattle. Sikoniela had been warned by 
J. Allison of the probability that by this wicked act he would bring 
the wrath of the Boors upon himself; but he would not believe that 
they would find out his knavery. A few days after he informed J. 
Allison that 110me English were in the neighbourhood, and invited 
him to join him in a visit to them. To this J. A. consented, thinking 
they might be travellers needing assistance; but on coming suddenly 
upon them he at once discovered the mistake. The Boors, concealing 
the object of their visit, told Sikoniela tht1t they were come to buy 
land from him; and thus wickedly entrapped him with lies, notwith
standing their pretensions to the fear of God. Sikoniela iDYited 
them to his place, and they came to near the mission-house and out
spanned their waggon. On the following day when Sikoniela visited 
them they seized him, and put him in irons: and now his eyes were 
opened, and he seemed fully alive to his situation. The Boon de
manded the five hundred head of cattle, with all the horses and guns 
of the people for his ransom. The people brought them out slowly, 
and were with some difficulty restrained from burning the missioo
ho,use over the heads of the Boors, who were about forty in number, 
when they had taken shelter in it in inclement weather. Sikoniela 
began to fear they would not release him when the cattle, &c. were 
given up, and he asked J. Allison's opinion on this point: J. Allison 
replied, that the Boors professed to be Christians, and that if they 
were so in reality they would certainly be true to their word ; he al,o 
informed Piet. Ratief, the captain of the Boors, and his two aoas, 
who, though they bad made themselves parties in the lie about the 
land, still seemed to have some respect to the fear of God, and they 
overruled the objections of the others against Sikoniela's liberation. 
The &ors returned to Dingaan with the cattle, and he inquired for 
the thief, and was told be waa liberated: he pretended to receive the 
Boors courteously, and some t~me after prepared an entertainment, 
with dancing, &c. for them on the Sabbath, which, notwithstandin,~ 
their pretensions to Christianity, they attended, and on the followill! 
mo~ning, at an unexpected moment, he fell upon and destroyed them. 
ThlS occurred at the time that several American miasiooa1 ies, and 
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one belonging to the Episcopal church, were in Dingaan's country, 
who immediately left it, not considering themselves safe, and having 
little opening for their labours. Francis Owen, the one belonging 
to the Episcopal Church, who was living very near to Dingaan's 
house, and was assisted by Wallace Hewitson, generally had P. 
Ratief among his auditors on first-days, and visited him on the second. 
Owen was grieved that Ratief bad absented himself to be present at 
Dingaan's ungodly entertainment, and while deliberuting whether he 
should manifest his displeasure by foregoing his second day's, visit, 
or in some other way, his attention was diverted from the subject by 
a book, and occupied till a messenger arrived bringing tidings of the 
massacre of the Boors, among whom he would also probably have 
fallen in the confusion, bad he gone to them at thnt time, as he would 
have done had it not been for this overruling of Him who "knoweth 
how to deliver the godly out of temptations." Before leaving Um
porani Pietrus Ratief pressed J. Allison to preach to them, to which 
he reluctantly consented, but dealt faithfully with them, and warned 
them that judgments might fall upon them. In a late treaty, it is 
said, the Boors received a number of children from Dingaan for 
slaves. Some of those more in the interior have stolen the children 
of Bushmen, &c. 

2Srd 7th mo, Among the converts to Christianity at Umporani, is 
one who several times has delivered remarkable prophecies, and who 
has been baptized by the name of Daniel : he is a man of great fidelity 
and consistency as a Christian. His first prophecy was when he was 
a little herdsman, and before the tribe had heard of such a people as 
the Koranas, or such weapons as guns. In his vision, which does 
not seem to ha,e been a sleeping dream, he saw as depicted in 
miniature, brown men coming against the Mantatees, and carrying 
off their cattle by means of fire, against which they could not stand. 
This he told to Sikoniela and the people, who, up to this period, had 
been so successful in battle that they were not ready to believe they 
could be conquered. They thought the youth was becoming de
ranged, and proposed binding him lest he should do mischief; but 
from this he persuaded them to desist. About a momh afterwards 
the Koranas came against the Manta tees and subdued them by means 
of guns, and carried off their cattle, which are their wealth. Some 
time af\er this the youth told Sikoniela that, in another vision, he 
had seen white men, who were men of peace, coming among the 
people; and that these white men would do them good, and by them 
they would become prosperous with their cattle. This was about two 
months before the arrival in the country of the missionaries from 
Bootchap and Plaatberg, with the people now forming the stations of 
Thaba • N ch'1, Plaatberg, Lishuani, and U mpokani; and by this means 
the way was opened for Sikoniela receiving a missionary, through the 
medium of vwhom the Mantatees have been greatly benefited both in 
regard to cat tie and corn, as well as in many othe impo taut respecu. 
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Sikoniela now told the youth he 1hould live with him and become hia 
prophet; but he signified that the seeing of these visions was not a1 
his own command; and when J. Allison came to reside at Umporaoi 
the young man would not remain with the Chief, but went to reside 
with him: he afterwards accompanied J. Allison to Graham's Town, 
and while there he had another vision, in which he foresaw that the 
Lord, of whom he had now heard, would pour out his Spirit on the 
people of his own nation, and that many of them should be turned 
to Him. This was fulfilled soon after their return; and the young 
man was himself one of those who came early under the converting 
and quickening power of Divine grace. He now says he thinks his 
visions were from the Lord: for Satan would not have wrought to 
prepare the way of the Lord among the people; and also the first was 
opposed to the goodwill of the Chief and people, and hazardous to 
his own safety; but the Basutu prophets, who speak only their owa 
imaginations, always prophesy smooth things. 

An embassy to seek a missionary from the Barapootaa, or &
peere, lately visited this station: they crossed eight rivers on their 
way to U mporani, in all of which there are sea-cows (hippo.potami) 
aad alligators. Some of these rivers arc large, and all are im
passable with a waggon in the rainy season. Dingaan has never 
been able to conquer these people, who may probably be 6fiy thou
sand in number. The deputation was ten days on the road: and, 
reckoning twenty-five to thirty miles a day, the distance may 
probably be two hundred and fifty to three hundred miles. Some
times they travelled at night for fear of enemies. There is reuon 
to believe some of the tribes in that direction are large. The 
Portuguese from Dclagoa Bay trade to some of these contiguous 
to the Barapootsa in clothing. A great door seems thus to be 
opening· for missionary labours. la the course of the forenoon 
we left U mporani missionary station for that of Umpolca,,i, about 
twenty-eight miles distant, on the way back to Makwatllng. We 
called at a village or werf &'lose by that of Sikoniela, to aee his 
mother Mantatees, from whom the nation takes its name. She is 
rather a young-looking woman for her years, which cannot be len 
than fifty, from the ages of her son Sikoniela and his son David 
Sclo: she is much given to drinking the native beer, which is a sore 
evil among these tribes, and she appears by no means disposed to 
come under the yoke of Christ. Our visit being pretty early in the 
day we found her sober: many of her people were assembled about her, 
and we had an opportunity of bearing testimony among them to the 
blessings of the Gospel, both temporal and spiritual, and to the awful 
doom that awaits those who resist the offers of Divine grace. This 
doctrine and that of the necessity of peace to prosperity we bad 
several opportunities of enforcing while among the Mantateea. J. 
Allison 11ccompanied us half-way to Umpokani. We parted from him, 
under a feeling of mud1 love, at a place where we baited for a short 
time to allow our horses to browse and to take a little refreshment our-

o,9,ti,ed by Google 



39 

selves. There seem many reasons for preferring persons for mis
sionaries who have been brought up in the colonies, provided they 
possess the needful gifts and qualifications. Their knowledge of the 
habits of the people and of the management of oxen and waggons, when 
combined with piety and other indispensable requisites, peculiarly fit 
them for this field of labour, Such a man is James Allison, and 
the work of the Lord has prospered remarkably in his hands. As
sisted only by his wife he has gone boldly forward, under the con
straining influence of the love of Christ, among a restles11 and bar
barous people; and his industry and adroitness in building, joinering, 
gardening, &c. are exceedingly useful in contributing to the com
fort of his own family, as well as in raising the people in the scale 
of civilization. 

We were pleasantly met at Umpokani by George Bingham from 
Lishuani, and Eli Wiggil from Black Forest; John Edwards, the re
sident missionary, beini gone to Graham's Town on account of the 
ill health of his wife. Umpokani is a Basutu station, at which three 
families of Bastaards also reside. The Basutu villages in the neigh
bourhooJ_ are numerous. Twenty Basutu and six Bastaards are 
members of the Society here. We could not collect ma.ny of the 
people on account of the prevalence of the measles ; the difficulty was 
also increased by want of means of communicating notice. There 
is no bell on the station, and no substitute for one could be found, 
such as the rim of a wheel to strike, or a waggon-whip to crack. We 
had, however, a religion~ opportunity with a small number, a coloured 
man brought by Geo. Bingham from Lishuani interpreting. The 
mission-house and chapel at this place are under one roof; they form 
a commodious neat building of raw brick, and are whitewashed, as 
are also the outbuildings. The trees in the garden here are the most 
~own of any we have seen cultivated on this side the Orange River . 
.A.t a ■hort distance from the station there is, in a remarkable hill, 
a horizontal cavern, scarcely fifteen inches high, in which there 
are the remains of several skeletons that not many years ago 
were entire: they seem to have been persons who had taken refuge 
here in time of war, and who were prevented coming out again by 
their enemies placing stones before the opening of the cave. When 
the missionaries came hither the country around was bestrewed 
with human hones: and, though many of them have been washed into 
the rivers by floods, numbers are yet to be seen in many places, proving 
the devastation of human life in the wars of years gone by. lo our 

journey to-day we again saw many of the electric columas, such as I 
mentioned before, and we again fell in with herds of the blue wilde
beest and springboks. 

24th 7th mo. On the way from Umpokani our kind friends, George 
Bingham and Eli Wiggil parted from us, they taking the road to 
Lishuani and we that to Makwatling. On a1Tiving at the latter place 
we found our dear friend Francis Daumas ~uffe!:ing !~m rheum_atic 
fever, the effect of cold taken on the 19mi;12h111Yw-1f!?11i~L(been anxious 
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for our retnrn, fenring danger from the attack, and being far from 
regular medical ndvice. I ventured to administer 1uch remedies• 
they had by them that seemed likely to be of use, and he obtained 1 

little relief. In the course of our journey since leaving Thaba BosaiOll 
my attention has often been directed to the formation of the nomerow 
isolsted, tabular and peaked mountains of this part of Africa. 1'bt 
country itself is an elevated plain, on a formation of sandstone, Im 
dense in grain and of a yellower colour than that of the primitift 
range on the south coast. ThesurCace soil is a sandy loam,covered with 
grass. The mountains are about.four hundred feet above the plain, 
and probably have been raised by volcanic force. There are narrow 
11treams of decomposing basalt from the tops of all I had the oppor
tunity of examining ; these generally rise near the margins of the 
tabular and the tops of the peaked mountains ; but the ooe behind 
the mission-house at Umporani comes from the further aide of the 
mountain. About five hundred yards south of this is another, which 
has widened, as the force of the accumulating lava behind has urged it 
about a quarter of a mile into the plain. One nearer Makwatliog 
runs about a mile into the plain, continuing narrow. These veins of 
basalt, which I conclude have been streams of lava, are very auper
ficial and much decomposed and broken, a dark rough oxidized 
crust generally covering the stone. Some of them pass down narrow 
kloofs, others form prominent ridges, and in many instances the 
upper portion occupies a narrow pass through the sandstone, and the 
lower portion is prominent: generally they form the only points of 
access to the tops of the mountains, the upper sandstone rocks of 
which are perpendicular or projecting. In many instances the sand
stone appears to have been fused by the lava and to have cooled into 
a sort of touchstone. No active volcano is known in South Africa. 
but we have heard of a marsh, out of fiuures in which 1moke and 
light flame arise. This is said to lie north of Umporani, (another 
of similar kind is ■aid to exist in the country contiguoua to the 
upper part of the He.rt River,] and ·there are hot springs in various 
places: but probably both of these phenomena are of superficial, and 
rather of chemical than volcanic origin. 

26th 7th mo. We took leave of our truly kind friends at Mak• 
wading, with whom we have felt much 1ympathy, and a coneiderable 
measure of unity of spirit. F. Daumas was rather more free from 
pain this morning. The people among whom they are labouring are 
an interesting community. A pious man of the Basutu nation ~ 
companied us as guide to Thaba • Nchu, distant about forty miles. 
Our own attendant is beginning to ,how symptom■ of the measles. 
Our road lay along grassy vales, the rountry as11uming a more baaaltic 
character as we advanced. In cro111ing the road leading to Port 
Natal we eaw twelve waggons and some large Bocks and herds 
proceeding in that dirertion. In the course of the journey "·e met 
a man from Plaatberg and another from Tha~ 'N eh , aeeking strayed 
horses and cattle. From the former9we b){arfi'edg liat the huotin~ 
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party rrom Plantherg hnc.l returned, having lost two cows and a horse 
by lions, of half the value of all the game they had taken, and that 
they all hacl had the measles! These hunting excursions are con
sidered very inimical to their temporal prosperity, as well as to their 
piety. We crossed a few rivulets, having numerous pitfalls on their 
margins for catching game that may come to drink: these are too 
narrow at the top to a(lmit of gnus or othrr antelopes leaping 0111, 

and a pointed stake is in some parts of Africa placed at the bottom 
of them, by which any animal falling in is genernlly tlisahled. One 
of these brooks is named the Lion's River. When T. Sephton of 
Plaarberg was travelling this way a few years a~o, one of the men 
came from its banks with all speed, crying ont for fear, apprehending 
lions were following him, ancl on his asserting he had seen some among 
the reeds below the bank, the party prepared their guns and went to 
the place: a lion and lioness sprang out on the opposite side and re
treated; but another lioness remained, which they shot: they also 
brought away three cubs, which they sent into Albany as presents to 
their friends, two of which were ultimately purchased by a person 
collecting animals of this country to srnd to America. The other 
lioness was seen several time11, while the party were firing at her 
fellow, coming just within sight of the spot. As we approached 
Thaba 'Nchu the appearance of the vast number of houses was very 
interesting and enlivening. It is the largPst assemblage of human 
habitations in this part of Africa, comprising two large towns at a 
short distance from each other, with the mission premises between 
them, at which we received a kind welcome from Richard and Marv 
Ann Giddy, with whom we spent a pleasant evening at the close ;f 
a fatiguing day. 

!7th 7th mo. In company with Richard Giddy, we walked over 
the respective towns and villages of the Borolongs, forming the 
missionary station of Thaba 'Nchn or The Mountain of Night, a 
lofty mountain, near the foot of which the station is situated. All 
the Chiefs received us courteously, ant! expressed satisfaction at 
seeing teachers come among them. This feeling may well exist in 
the bosom of these pcop!e, who were poor, and had only thirty-fi\'e 
houses when our valued friend Thomas Laid man Hodgson first corn• 
menced to labour among them, under Sifonello or Sibunelo, at n 
station about 25() miles to the north-west of this. At first they were 
unsettled, but at length went with their missionary to Plaatberg, 
(now called Old Plaatberg,) where they remained a few years, and 
increased, by others who had been scattered ahout the country 
settling down among them. About four and a half years ago they 
emigrated from thence, under the direction of a missionary named 
Archbell, and settled at this place. From this period they ha\'e ac
cumulated rnpitlly. The three villages include more than two 
thousand houses, and 9000 people. Tauani, was formerly a great 
warrior, and was several times in conJs\rrll-tci 'i!f• tl M {"Iikatsi, who, 
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with Sikoniela aa a third, were the great terror or this part of Africa: 
bur the power orTaunni becoming broken, he settled here as an ally 
or Moroko, the principal Chief at this place. Motsigare, the 
eldest son and principal sucre:isor or Tauani, is also living here; 
and likewise his second son, Molama, who also has consider• 
able inBuence and become3 a- Chief: he has come under the 
power of the Gospel, and is a local preacher. There are like. 
wise two other natives, Mutla nnd Maperi, filling this important 
office. Without the liberty of exercising spirituRI gifts among the 
native converts, there would be little hope of the Gospel ever making 
much progress in this part of the world. The Wesleyan church 
here hns about one hundred members, inclusive of about twenty in
quirers. Several other members, 0011ide thole I have named, 
rake a part in the religious labour11 of the place and neighbourhood. 
in exhortation, prayer, ll{ld pastoral instruction. The chapel is adja
cent to the mission-house: it is built of raw brick and plastered: 
its form is that of a T, the top nnd shaft being each eighty feet long 
and thirty wide : it is calculated to hold about 1000 persons. A 
school for adults is held daily in a room in an unfinished house, that 
also accommodates printing apparatus, &c. Tbe pupils vary from 
60 to 70: one is also held with a more juvenile class, the attendance 
of which is from 40 to 60. Like other Bechuana tribes among 
whom a taste for reading has been awakened, they are diligent in 
learning when at home as well as when at school ; and the mission
ary here being a printer, supplied with a good printing press. ia able 
to furnish them with lessons. 

Many Boors have located themselves upon the Modder River, 
in the vicinity of this place. Moroko and they stand in mu
tual awe of each other; and thus both are preserved io peace, 
and on friendly terms. Hitherto the residence of the Boors in the 
neighbourhood has been an advantage to the Borolongw, who are a 
trading people. The latter buy corn of the more agricultural tribts, 
particularly the Basutu, and sell it to the Boors for a good profit: 
they likewise become servants to the Boors, obtaining, perhaps, a 
ro,v for eight months' labour. When the Borolonga removed bithec 
they purchased an iuheritance in the land of Moshesb, who will not 
1ulfer the Boors to dwell within his territory; but ha says he would 
encourage three godly farmers, who would teach his people impro,ed 
modes of agriculture, to settle in his country; but no more tlao 
three. It is a great satisfaction to see_ a power raised up in this 
country, among the native tribes, capable of preventing the incur-
1ions of the Boore; and also, while peaceably diaposed, auf&cieody 
11umerous to discourage the kind of attack thnt was frequent in 
former days from other native tribes, and by which \he land was 
desolated, This has been effected through the Divine blessing on 
missionary inOuence. The srattered people finding that peace 
prevailed where there were missionaries, have gathered together 
arovnd them ; and, with few exceptions, hav uietlv ultivated the 
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land and tended their cattle; while their instructors have been ac
quiring their language, and endeavouring to spread among them a 
knowledge of the Gospel. Polygamy is growing disreputable here, 
notwithstanding Moroko and many others are yet polygamists. On 
the decease of near relatives, the party inheriting the property in
herits also the wives. Lately one of the Christian converts, named 
Garinyani, declined inheriting some property on this account. All the 
Hechuana tribes (among whom the Borolongs are included) clothe 
themselves in dressed or tanned skins, generally with the fur on : a 
few of the men have adopted trowsers, but their native dress is a 
light piece of skin, effectually preventing the disgusting exhibitions 
prevalent among the Cnffers. The women have a sort of petticoat, and 
both sexes also wear neat karosses, with the fur sideinwards, except on 
the upper margin, where the-skin of the heads of the animals of which 
these garments are made, is turned over, so as to show exteriorly. 
These karosses are thrown over the shoulders as cloaks, and are very 
comfortable garments in cold weather: they are beautifully sewed 
with fine sinews, every piece being fitted into its proper place, 
and all the little holes carefully filled up. The Borolongs are not so 
dark as some of the other Bechuana tribes; but they are a shade darker 
than the Koranas, who are the darkest of the Hottentotrace. Origin
nlly this country seems to have been occupied by the Bushman Hot
ten tots, of whom there are still many small groups in the mountains, 
Jiving on roots and wild animals: neither they nor the Bechuanns 
limit themselves to what white men call game; but quaggas and 
zebras are also favourite food ; and some of them will not refuse the 
flesh of a jackal or a lion : but the Bechuanas reject fo•h, and the 
Caffers the flesh of the African hog ; and it is only Hottentots, who 
have learned from white men, that will eat these animals. A system 
of government prevails among Bechuana tribes, like that of captain
ship of tens, and fifties, and hundreds. Every house is thus under 
some kind of government ; and affairs of importance come regularly 
to the Chief in council; and there is a sort of advocate or attorney
general to bring them forward. These tribes, speaking the Sichunna 
language in greater or less degrees of purity, which seem to have 
come from the northward, are much further advanced in civil arts 
and agriculture than the Hottentot tribes, who appear, when the Cape 
was first invaded by Europeans, to have been purely a pastoral 
people, living on milk, flesh, and wild roots, &c. There are four
teen villages in the vicinity ofThaba 'Nchu, most of them Basutu: 
the population of these may be 8000, making \lith those on the sta
tion a communit;; of about 12,000 within the range of missionary 
influence. 

28th 7th mo. First-day. In the forenoon my dear companion 
was largely engaged in Gospel labour, with a congregation 
of about 300 persons; Richard Gid<ly interprt>ting into Sichu
ana. The prejudices of Boors residing within~ e VJ hours' ride of 
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tl1is place, upon the ~fodder River, are rapidly declining. Two coup!~ 
came here to-<lay to be marrie<l: they will only be marri«l in the 
house, and thongh they come far for this purpose, they often will not 
speak on the~e occasions, but merely signify their consent. or assent, 
to what is said by nodding. The parents of these couples shook hands 
with several of the coloured people, and the young ones with us, 11fter 
l1aving seen us shake hands with a number of Koranas and others of 
<larker complrxion. In the afternoon 1 had the opportunity of 
expres~ing the exercise of my mind on behalf of those that have 
come under the inAucnce of Christian principle, In the evenio~ we 
ha<l also an interview in R. Gi<ldy's house, with a company of th09e 
residing in the neighbourhood who understand the Dutch language, 
and are descen<le<l of white and coloure<l parents: they have had the 
Gospel preache<l to them for a consider11ble number of years, and not 
,iithout effect: but there is an unsettledness in their character un
favourable to practical piety; and I cannot but fear, that they, writh 
mnny others, ha\·e suffered loss by being strongly pressed to the use 
of what arc called means for growth in grace, instead of being din:cted 
to the witness and teaching of God's Spirit manifested in the secret of 
the heart; and to the practice of self-denial, under the teaching of that 
Spirit by which alone true communion with Christ, the spiritual he3d 
of his church, 11s well as the propitiation for sin, is known. I am per
suaded that those who enjoy the most of this communion will most 
truly esteem all means of edification that are consistent with the 
Gospel: but where means are too exclusively pressed, I have often 
observed the encl for which they ought to be employed wa., not kept 
fully in view, and that the people frequently seemed to miss it. 
while they adopted or retained something of the form, and were not 
very backward in expression. Some of these people arc puffed up in 
their own conceit, and wanting in the love that eclifieth, and knoWJ 
no distinction in the members of Christ, hel'ause of diversity in na
tion, colour, or langungc. There was much openness felt to labour 
with them under the influence of this love ; and our plainnl'SS 
appeare<l to be well received. Moroko was present at the meetin1:" 
in the morning and afternoon : he is favourable to missionaries, 
esteeming them very highly on account of the temporal blessings 
derived through them by his nation. 

29th 7th mo. The tl1ermometer is now usually below freezing •t 
night., and for a few days the wind h11s been very cutting in 
the day-time. Our attendant Boezak has taken the measles, 
and we arc obliged to leave him under the care of Hichard and 
M. A. Giddy, who have a large young family, an<l find it clitfi· 
cult to ke,·p servants; for after they get a liule instruction they 
usually marry, and at no time can their services be with certainty 
calculated upon: they will now and then absent themselves for a day 
or Lwo. n. G. had difficulty in obtaining another guide for us. The 
houses of the Borolongs are circular, Gwith e ect mud walls, 
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and thatched roofs, and are inclosed in circular fences, formed 
of 1he briary stems of a thorny species of ahrubl>y Hparagua. These 
dwellings are snug end warm in cold weather, end when it iswarm 
the people sit outside. The children often sleep separately, in little 
conical buildings resembling ovens. We left Thaba 'Nchu after 
dinner, in company with a young men named James Bertram, and 
travelled about nine miles on the way to Bethany, stopping at a 
place where William Christian and Susanna Bauer, a young Dutch 
couple, received us kindly, in a hartel>~est hut, and provided us with 
a tent to sleep in, and afforded us all 1he attention their circumstances 
admitted. W. C. Bauer is engaged in trading with the Boors 
sojourning on 1he Sand and Modder Rivers, on which there is 
grassy country, where many of them find pasturage for their sheep 
and cattle: he also trades with the native tribl'fl. We spe11t the 
evening with these parties in conversation, and hRd some religions 
service with our host and hostess, in whom there was considt:r11ble 
openness. 

30th 7th mo. Rain with lightning and thunder came on in the 
night, and disturbed the tent kindly furnished us, by throwingdown the 
ridge-pole. We were favoured to esrape injury, and sucteeded in re
placing it so as to maintain a good shelter from 1he wet and cold. About 
ten o'clock in the forenoon the weather berame more moderate, and we 
prepared to proceed on our journey; but, when all was ready, our 
guide refused to go, alleging it was too cold. Expostulation was in 
vain, and we reluctantly abandoned our pr~ject. A Scotch trader 
be!?an to handle the young man roughly, but this we would not 
suffer: he seized the Borolong by the throat, shook him, and declared 
if he were in our place he would throw him into the river if he would 
not proceed. This we could not but regard 11s en cxhil>ition of that 
untowardness, which is but too frequently practised by those who 
ought to exhibit gentler conduct, professing to be civilised, and 10 be 
patient, ns they also profes!I to be Christians. But perhaps no de
scription of men more untoward, when out of the reach of law, is to 
be met with, than those who have lived in the hel>itual rPjection of 
the Gospel, while professing to be Christians. This man was one 
who had also argued against temperance principles, declaring that a 
little spirits would do no mon harm: soon nfter he used this argu
ment, J:ist evening, he was evidently half intoxicated ; and now the 
excitement from liquor was sufficiently obvious to be noticed by lhe 
Borolong, who asked him in Dutch, why he interfered with him, 
seeing that l,ims~lf was drunken ! The Burolong left ns, and returned 
to Thaba 'Nchu on foot. We felt less reluctant to let him go then we 
otherwise might have done, because his knowledge of the way 
appeared do11b1ful. The neighbouring mountains were covered with 
snow ; l>ut though there were gleams of sunshine, the coloured people 
jn the employment of the Bauers were very reluctant to go out for 
wood or water : they seem to feel cold mo e I [F.uropcans, and 
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their garments are not calculated to turn wet. Moroko has forbiddt!ll 
the sale of spirituous liquors at Thaba 'Nchu: he lately declared the 
waggon of a Dutchman who brought some, n forfeit; but returned 
it on the man publicly asking pardon for having broken the la"' of 
the place, and lied, in saying he had none, when taxed with having 
given some away. He has also forbidden the travelling of waggoas 
on First-day,. 

Slat 7th mo. I went out early to look for the horses, which 
p.re not so easy to trace after rain as in fair weather, and rspe
cially in a grassy country like this. Many antelopes of the more 
solitary species started on hearing my foot as the day dawned ; 
but as I missed the horses we did not get mounted before teu 
o'clock, when we set forwnrd for Bethany by ourselves with 111x 
of them, having ascertained that the road was good, well tracked, and 
easy to find. Africa, in the parts we have travelled in, is generally 
far from being a " trackless wilderness;" the tracks are so nume. 
rons that it is diffkult to keep the right one. We reached the Caffer 
River at half-past one, and stopped an hour, having called at a Boor', 
encampment and spoken to a party with two waggons on the road 
and passed four other places where Boors were living in waggons, 
and feeding their cattle at a distance. The country continued covered 
with grass, mostly of sour character, and now brown from the cold: 
it was depastured by herds of gnus of from thirty to two hundred 
each, and hartebeests, bles-boks, and apring-boks in larger numbers; 
the last in count leas t.housanda. Before we passed one herd another 
came in view, so that our journey Willi greatly enlivened by the inte
resting sight. Blue cranes, vultures, and crows were also numerous. 
While we were dining,'some of the gnus came and laid down within 
gun-shot, perfectly safe, as we were unarmed; and two Bushmen 
with their bows joined us, inquiring for tobacco, which we could not 
supply ; but being received in a kind manner and treRted with a 
morsel of food, they seemed well pleased, From the Caffer RiYer 
the grass became sweet and less abundant, the country changing to 

an 11r6illaceous character. Just as it was becoming dark, we thought 
we saw something in the form of a white man's dwelling, not far from 
the road, and made for it, hoping to ascertain whether, after ridin)? 
about forty-five miles, we were still in the right path. It proved to 
be the hartebeest hut of a Boor, who satisfied us in regsrd to the road, 
and put the usual question!! as to our names, object in travelling, &c., 
&c., oil which were duly answered; and we were about t.o turn the 
heods of the horses again to the road, when his wife, who bad re
ceived a tract, gratefully, suggested that it would soon be so dark aa 
to endanger our losing the way, and proposrd that we should remain 
with them oil nig-ht. To this we willingly consented, ond speedily 
off-saddled nnd knee-haltered the horses, and turned them loose to 
graze. The n:imrs of our host and hostess were Solomon and 
Adriana Katharina Norgi: they were the pare ts I i f children, the 
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of whom were married and living at a distance. Their house pre
sented no attractions in regarci to cleanliness; but it was the abode 
of hospitality, and in some measure a shelter from the cold. It was 
built of sticks and reeds, and plastered with clay and cow-dung. The 
door reached to within about a foot of the top of the aperture it par
tially closed. The furniture consisted of a lo IV bedstead, two waggon
chests that served as a table, two folding-stools with seats made of 
strips of prepared skin, such as are called riem-stools, and are used 
in travelling, a chair, a komfoor (or chafing<lish contained in a box) 
for the good woman, who was without shoes, to set her feet upon; a 
few iron cooking-pots, and one that had a hole in its side, and in 
which a little fire of wood was placed, a little kettle, a gun, and a few 
smaller items; also a parcel of skins on which the children slept. 
These people had left the colony about a year. The woman was un
willing to go far lest her children should not be properly baptized or 
married: she was only forty years old, but her husband fifty-four. 
:Finding here a vacant place and food for their cattle, they had 
wisely halted, and had erected the hut, with a few outbuildings, and 
a skreen of reeds that sheltered their cooking-fire, which a Hotten
tot youth attended. Antelope-skins, tanned in a quagga-skin, 
suspended on four sticks, (the common tan-pit of South Africa,) 
formed the chief material of the clothing of the man and boys. Bread, 
of which a small quantity remained, with a little beef, of the pro
vision made us by our missionary friends at Thaba 'Nchu, was a great 
treat to them, as was a good mess of stewed gnu's flesh and some 
stamped Caffcr-corn boiled, to us, with a little coffee, without sugar 
or milk, the cows being dry at this time of the year, and the sugar 
expended. The evening was spent in conversation and reading around 
their little fire. They had not a copy of the Scriptures, but the wo
man was well acquainted with their contents, and manilested some 
religious sensibility. We were glad to be able to furnish them with a 
Dutch New Testament and a few tracts and other little things, as an 
acknowledgment of their kindness. A rush-mat was spread on the 
floor for us to sleep upon; over which having laid a Mackintosh 
tarpaulin, and wrapped ourselves in our blankets and karosses, we 
eomposed ourselves to sleep, thankful for the accommod11tion, and 
for the kindness of Him who, in the overruling of his good pro
vidence, brought us so timely to this shelter from the cold. 

lat 8th mo. The grass this morning was covered with hoar
frost. Our horses had not gone much more than a mile away. Four of 
them had taken shelter on the side of a hill of tumbled basalt, and 
two were still in the plain. While I went after them, my companion 
bad further conversation on religious subjects with our hostess, who 
seemed in a tender frame of mind, and explained what was said, to 
her huaband. They again refreshed us with coffee, out of their little 
stock ; and, when we parted from them, they sent one of their sons 
to show us the only place in which there wasrdancr, If!J missing the 
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way. After ri<ling about an hour nnd a half over a plain, we de
scried some Korana huts, at the foot of n low ridge of tumbleJ 
basalt, a little north of a remarkable conical hill ; and on coming 
round the point ·were cheered by aeeing the tlat-topped white house 
of the Berlin missionaries, where we met a very cordial reception 
from Carl and Johanna Wuras, snd t.heir companions Theodore 
Radloff and Ludwig Zerwick. Dorothea, t.he wife of Adolph Ortlepp, 
was also a temporary inmate in the fomily. Some of the men were 
b11sy in the building of a brick chapel, which is also to serve as a 
1chool-house. The house in which they dwell is also of their own 
building, and of brick. Some of the old hartebeest houses, whieh 
they at first occupied, and which tire not yet quite forsaken, are 
almost down; so t.hat these industrious missionaries must IIOOtl 

also devote a portion of their time to the erection of an additional 
dwelling-house. The Koranas this station are said to have been 
one of the tribes of Hottentota originally inhabiting the colony, 
from whence they emigrated into Namaqua Land: 11ubseqoently 
they removed into the Griqua country, from whence they were 
driven on account of the marauding practiees tl,ey had adopted. 
Some of them carried off a considerable quantity of caule from 
the missionary station of Beersheba, not many months ago, but 
these have now settled down in this neighbourhood. They pos
sess guns, are dexterous in using them, and have been a great 
scourge to many parts of the country. Their chief is named Piet 
Witvoet. Their complexion i1 sallow and rather light. In features 
and language they resemble the other Hottentot tribes. Th~ir hair 
ia woolly and dark. Their habits are far from cleanly; but they 
decorate themselves with beads more than any other people we have 
seen; these are in strings of nrious sizes, but the greatest quantity 
are very small. Some of the women have as many as a couple of 
pounds weight, pink, red, white, black, and spotted: some about 
their necks, and others hanging in front from the loins, along with 
gTeasy aprons and rags of tanned sheep or goat-skins. The children, 
who are generally almost naked, are also decorated in the same way. 
Many of the Komnas are obliged, at this season of the year, to live at 
phces a little distant from Bethany, in order to obtain pasturage for 
their cattle. 

2nd 8th mo. Last night the cold wu ao severe that the windo'" 
of a room where six persons slept were frozen inside. lo the fore
noon we rode wilh Carl Wuras and Theodore Radloff to see a Boor'• 
family o( the name of Pretorins, who are li,ing at a fountain belong
ing to the station. Adolph and Dorothea Ortlepp are going to re
side here. A. Ortlepp is not directly connected with the mission, but 
very friendly to it; and an arrangement has been made with him to 
grow corn for the institution, for a share of the produce. The C'Bttle 
are too numerous on the station to admit of much corn being grown 
there. W, Pretorius was out huntinl!': hi1 wtfi Mlbeen an invalid 
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many year,, but she is favoured to know something of heavenly com
fort in her sickness. We next went to a Korana village of about a 
dozen hemispherical houses amQng some rocks. Here we had an 
interview with a man blind from the smallpox, named Johannes 
Hotfman, who was affected with strong conviction of sin, before he 
had even heard of the Lord Jesus Christ. When very miserable he 
met with some of his countrymen who had been at a missionary 
station, and were able to instruct him ih the way of peace, which he 
was favoured to attain a taste of, but did not retain. When he came 
to Bethany he wu in a seeking 11tate, and has been enabled to attain 
to so much establishment in that faith in Jesns which worketl1 by 
love, as to become an encouraging example of the happy effects of 
the Gospel. There are also a few other pious people at this place. 
Our next visit was to a Bushman's kraal, on a ridge of tumbled ba
saltic rocka: it consisted of half-a-dozen shelters, formed of mots 
supported by inclined sticks, the best of which formed a quarter of a 
sphere, and might be compared to an alcove. These dwellings arc 
easily turned, so as to afford some protection from the wind. There 
were little fires in the front of them, at Rome of which were the re
main11 of very small bulbous roots of ixias and other plants of the 
same tribe, many species of which afford these people food: they are 
called uijentjes, i. e. little onions, in the colony, and abound in most 
parts of Southern Africa. The women were out collecting roots, 
and some of the men hunting; the others were sitting in a sunny 
place, smoking thort curved bone pipes. They were dirty in their 
persons, but of rather light, though yellowish, complexion : they wore 
karosses and were decently covered. One of them had on a hot 
tolerably well formed of the skin of a rate\ ; the others wore skin 
caps. Their short bows and little poisoned arrows were lying by 
them, and they showed us their manner of using them. Here we 
.saw one of three children who, a few months ago, were carried off 
by a Boor that wu temporarily residing in the neighbourhood. He 
came to the kraal with a few goats, which he left as a bribe with the 
men not to interfere with him, while he carried off the children. Their 
mother, finding they were gone, went in great distress to the mis
sionaries, two of whom rode to the encampment of the Boor, who as
serted that the mother had sold the children, not being aware that 
she was close behind to denounce his falsehood, and weeping in dis
tress. He then put on a stern front, went into his tent and brought 
a gun, declaring be would shoot any one who interfered with him. 
One of the missionaries now suddenly turned hit horse and rode off 
rapidly toward the station. On this the man became more quiet, it 
may be presumed, fearing the Koranaa should be brought against 
him; and the remaining missionary obtained possession of the youngest 
child, with which he went home, the woman following him. The 
second child had contrived to creep away and hide itself during the 
night. In a short time the eldest arrived, bringing a note from the 
Boor, importing that, as he wished to live oeac a·btv • all men, he 
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ha<l sent the chil<l to be restored to its parents. Having parted 1rith 
the children he lost no time in returning to the kraal. and Lringiog 
nway the goats he had left, and shortly after he went from the neigh
bourhood. Cases of similar character in regard to carrying off the 
children, we have ground to believe, are not very uncommon. When 
the missionaries first arrived in this part of the country the Bushmen 
were very shy, but now they have gained a little confidence, and are 
employed in herding, and occasionally in other matters: they aft 
beginning to take a little care of a few goats they have received as 
wages. We next rode to visit another group of Koranas on the ~ 
posite side of the Riet River, under the remarkable conical bill that 
serves as a landmark in this part of the country, and on 1.he very 
spot where the Boor was living when he carried off the children. 
These people were like the first we visited, but more numerous, and 
the Gospel has produced some influence among them also. From 
this place we returned to Bethany, and spent a plensant evening with 
our missionary friends. The Koranas of Bethany have several Be
chuanas in their service, who are the descendants of prisoners of war: 
they receive little in the form of wages, and may be regarded u a 
sort of slaves, 

3rd 8th mo. We remained at Belha7l!J, which is surrounded by 
hills of tumuhd basalt. At the base of one of these there are se.-eral 
springs, which supply sufficient water to irrigate the garden and a 
little cultivated ground. Two persons who were slaves are living 
here, in a hartebeest house: their industry forms a striking contrast 
to the indolence of the Kornnas, who live in hemispherical mat-hats., 
and can scarcely be roused to activity uy anything but the excite
ment of hunting: many of them would hardly assist in cutting up an 
ox, when expecting to partake of its flesh. In some of their hut.s I 
noticed animals that had been slaughtered only partially skinned 
when partially consumed. Like mnny others, perhaps all of the 
native triues, their mode of cleansing their hands is by smearing them 
with fresh cow-dung and rubbing them till it comes otf in rolls. 
Cow-dung dried forms also their principal fuel ; and when travelling 
with our waggon we have ourselves often ueen reduced to the necessity 
of using it to rook with. The Cape olive is thinly scattered among the 
mountains: it makes good fires, but the supply is soon exhausted: a 
few of the trees are yet remaining in this neighbourhood. The sta
tion is auout half a mile from the Riet River, which is bordered 
with willows and reetls, and near which there is much of the same 
kind of shruuby asparagus that is used at Thaba 'Nchu for msking 
skerms (i.e. shelters), round the huts of the Borolongs. The Korana 
population of Bethany and the vicinity may be between three and 
four hundred. Six have been received as members of the church, 
and there nre auout ten inquirers. The fre11uent combination 
of ~arsh guttural sounds with clicks in their language presents such 
an impediment io its acquisition by forei1n era. h t I nm not aware 
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of its having been overcome by any one past the stage of early child
hood. The hopes of the missionaries are chiefly in the rising gene
ration, whom they are teaching Dutch. When a person dies, the 
Koranns bury with him his kaross, &c., and remove the house in 
which the death took place, and which, being formed only of a few 
bent sticks and mats, is easily transplanted, considering the ground 
on which it stood at the time polluted. It is surprising how they 
endure the cold in these frail habitations, at this season of the year; 
but, like as with other native tribes and some of the emigrant farmers, 
the frosty mornings and evenings and cold days are chiefly spent in 
shivering over little fires, scarcely sufficient to keep the hands and 
feet warm: they are reluctant to go out till the sun is well up. 

4th 8th mo. First-day. In the forenoon about two hundred per
sons assembled in the chapel, a temporary structure of reeds, &c. 
They were chiefly Koranas, but a few Basutu and Bushmen and the 
large Dutch family of Pretorious were also present. The over
shadowing of the Divine Spirit wns sensibly to be felt. The congre
gation was successively addressed by myself, G. W. Walker, and two 
of the missionaries. C. Wuras interpreted into Dutch, and one of 
the converts into Korana. Sometimes a rehearsal into the Bush
man, the harshest dialect of Hottentot, takes places. In the after
noon we had an interview with the native members of the church 
and catechumens, fifteen of whom were present. W. Pretorious and 
his wife and family dined with the missionaries; the latter we found 
bad a good knowledge of the Scriptures, and was remarkably open 
to conviction, The missionaries here live in much simplicity, and 
notwithstanding they were greatly oppressed when they first settled 
at this place, by an injudicious man who acted as a sort of superin
tendent, they now live in much harmony ; and a precious influence 
is often to be felt in their devotional exercisC8. In those of a routine 
character they take tnrns, being very tender of each other's feelings, 
carefully avoiding anything like exercising lordship one over another. 
Their domestic comfort as well as their usefulness has been much 
increased by the marriage of C. Wuras, whose wife is a daughter of 
C. Sass, of Theopolis, an excellent helpmeet and well trained to 
missionary life. Several such are to be found in the colony in the 
families of the older missionaries. Women coming out in a right 
spirit surmount the difficulties of African travelling and settling won
derfully well; and missionaries are of comparatively little use without 
wives. Before the marriage of C. Wuras those at this pl~ce had their 
food badly prepared, and lived in a way ill calculated to maintain 
their health. Both the Paris and Berlin Missionary Boards have 
fallen into an error in sending their missionaries out so universally 
single; and the latter also in requiring their consent to a marriage in 
this country, which cannot be obtained under many months. The 
measles attacked the people here from the interior in second month, 
about the same time that they made their apP, arance1in Cape Town, 
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it was supposed from t.he Mauritiu1. The Koranaa or this part of 
the country too often let their fountain, to Boors from the colony, 
even for tobacco or brandy, sorrowing for their folly when it ii 
too late. 

5th 8th mo. The Captain Pict. Witvoet arrived, having been absent 
during our visit: his son, a young man, known by the appellation 
or" Klein Piet," i. e. little or young Piet, agreed to acoompany us 11 

guide; we therefore took leave of this interestinggroupof missionaries, 
and proceeded on our journey. The country was chiefly clothed 
with thin sweet grass. Clay-slate showed itself in the watercourses, 
and hills of tumbled basalt. on the surface. The principal wild animals 
that attracted notice were springboks in ■mall herds, cranes, do,·e., 
and partridges, in llocks, and a few solitary 1ecretary-bird1. We paSied 
several statiom1 where Boors were living in waggons and tents, a family 
or two in a place: they were civil: one of them had taken a consider• 
able quantity of fish, about the size of herrings, in an adjacent river. In 
the evening we reached Rond Fontein, where there was an emp1y 
ha-rtcbecst hut wanting an end, and defective in aome other parts: here 
we took up our quarters, being glad even of such a shelter as this. 
A few Hott.en tots were living hard by in a mat hut: they were in 
cha-rge of some cattle and springing corn; for corn-lands in Southem 
Africa being universally without fences, require watching. With dif
ficulty we obtained from them a little wood, with which, and some 
dry cow-dung, we raised a fire to warm ourselves and take a meal by 
of provisions furnished by our friends at Bethany: water from the 
spring quenched our thirst; and when ready for rest, we wrapped our
selves in blankets and karosses, and laid down on the mud floor, 
thankful for the mercies bcslowed upon us. 

Gth 8th mo. Our horses not having been shown where the water 
was, last night, such of them as were not too tired strayed far in search 
of it, and were not found till near noon. While Piet Witvoet,jun. and 
G. W. Walker were searching for the horses, a Boor named Van 
Wyk, who was out hunting, or rather we should say in England, 
shooting, came up and kindly invited us to his residence, consisting 
of a hartcbecst hut, tent, and waggons, distant about three miles: be 
offered, in case the search for the horses should prove unsuccessful, 
to send some of his men after them, and also to repleniah our atock 
of food, which was getting low. I remarked to him that this was 
n fine grassy country : he sighed, and said it WRB not equal to that 
he had left in the Winter-hoek when rain fell there; but that for six 
years 1he drought had been so great that he had been obliged to lcn,c. 
(This was near the Moravian missionary station of Enon, the dry 
state of which when we visited it will be rememberal.) \\"hen 
our guide arrived with the horses, his own was too tired to pro
c~e~I, and_ he was unwell; we therefore paid him his wages, and 
tl1v1ded w1th him our remaining food,. he >r.eferri g to return, aoJ 
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once more set out alone. The country continued of the tame 
character, but with occasional traces of lime on the surface. We 
p2U1Sed eight places where there were Boors, two where there were 
Bastaards, and a village of Griquas, situated near springs, some 
of which were copious, irrigating considerable pieces of land, on 
which the corn was springing. Near sunset we came at a place 
where some Bushmen were collecting their goats for the night, and 
about an hour alter arrived in safety at Pkilippoli1, having had a 
little difficulty in keeping the road after it became dark. We were 
kindly welcomed by Elizabeth Atkinson, whose husband, with G. 
Schriner, was gone to Colesberg. 

I Ith 8th mo. First-day. The usual assemblies for public worship 
took place, morning, forenoon, afternoon, and evening, The sermon 
in the afternoon was interpreted into Sichuana, and in the evening 
into Hottentot. Our place appeared to be passively to witness the 
labour bestowed, in which there was much well-intentioned zeal and 
good Christian counsel and doctrine ; but in all points we could not, 
nevertheless, say Amen. Everything I witness in this way confirms the 
conviction, that if missionaries and ministers generally understood 
better the true spring of Gospel ministry, from which the spiritually
mioded among them are often favoured to draw living water, and 
to hand it forth to their hearers, and were to keep to it, their com
munications would often be much shorter, being divested of that which 
is merely of the will and wisdom of man, and which neither edifies 
their hearers nor glorifies God, but tends to exalt that in them
selves which ought to be mortified, and the work would prosper 
more in their hands. On the present plan of keeping up a con
tinued series of expression, (which I have no doubt crept into the 
Christian church as it declined from purity,) if a good impres
sion be made, the attention is liable to be so immediately and 
continuously diverted, that the impression is io great danger of being 
obliterated. In the course of the day I had much inward consolation 
in private retirement, under the sense of communion of soul with 
Him who is the fountain of light and life. 

18th 8th mo. Since returning from our journey we have been 
variously employed, and I have also suffered from an attack of fever. 
We have been interested with the company of Robert Philips and 
Wallace Hewitson and their wives, who, in connexion with the Epis
copal Church, are on their way to Maseka, in the Baharoutsi country. 

19th 8th mo. My health improving. In attacks of fever ab
solute quietness, with low diet and active medicines in the early 
stage, are often successful, under the Divine blessing, in restoring 
health. But_ how is this quietness to be attained, unless the mind, 
under the feeling of being reconciled to God through Jesus Christ, 
can peacefully r86t as on the bosom of a mercifuLFather? For a few 
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day■ the weather has been very variable. Sometimes the wind hu 
been cuttingly cold, and at other■ warm, and sometimes there hu 
been a calm : some nights have been frosty, others mild. Rain, sleet, 
and snow have fallen, but generally the sky has been clear. Thunder 
and rain commenced last night, and have continued during much of 
the day. We have great reason to be thankful for the shelter of the 
good roof of our kind friends T. and E. Atkinson, though their home is 
not a warm one, and, casually, they are nearly destitute of fuel, which 
cannot be obtained till the rain ceases; for scarcely anything is to 
be done in rain in South Africa. The people here hue little to pro· 
tect them from the cold but their skin garments; and these, whether 
tanned or otherwise prepared, are so much injured by wet that they 
are reluctant to expose them to min. This remark applies also to the 
harness of oxen, and to the shoes and trowser■ used by the Boors in 
the colony. R. and L. Philips, who left on the 12th, took with them 
some unprincipled people to drive one of their waggona, and lead the 
oxen of both : these left them about twelve miles from hence, and 
they have not been able to obtain others to proceed further, most of 
the people of this place being away hunting, or having gone to Nieu
weland, (as they call the Bechuana country,) to buy corn, or ha\"ing 
transplanted their mat huts, with themselves and families, to places 
where the grass is not yet eaten up. A mat hut requires only about 
two hours to take in pieces and pack up, and not much more to set 
up again. 

20th 8th mo. Not being yet equal to mental exertion, I attended 
to a few needful preparations for our journey to Griqua Town. 

2ht 8th mo. Still improving in health. Occupied in converting 
some canvas into small sacks, which we hope to fill with corn from 
Morija. The ground is now nicely moistened, and vegetation is just 
beginning to spring. A jagged-leaved salvia, that abounds in dry 
sandy places, is beginning to show its small blue blossoms. There 
are now only forty mat huts left upon the station. The more per· 
manent houses I may have mentioned are twelve. 

22nd 8th mo. We spoke to the people, respecting their tem
poral state, 9nd gave them much counsel on the importance of 
industry and cleanliness, and of living so in the fear and lo.-e 
of God as to be kept from being discouraged from sowing corn, 
under the apprehension that an enemy might destroy it. We aho 
advised them against lettir,g their fountains to the Boors; whom 
we did not think they would easily prevail upon to quit them. 
Hendrick Hendricks, who is secretary to Adam Kok, the nptain 
of the Philippolis district, said they looked to the English Govern
ment toi help them to make the Boors keep to their agreements 
respecting quitting the fountains. To this we replied, that we did 
IJOt apprehend the English Government wo ld think they had any-
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thing to do on this side the Orange River, nor C'Ould dispossess the 
Boors but by an armed force; we therefore recommended the people 
to keep on t.he best terms they could with those to whom they had let 
their property, snd not to let any more. In the afternoon our people 
arrived from Morija with Caffer corn, having been favoured to per• 
form the journey in safety. T. Arbousset could not readily convert 
the articles we left with him into corn; he therefore gave a heifer, 
valued t.hirty rds., (forty-five shillings,) for seven muids, (twenty-one 
bushels,) of Caffer corn, and purchased two mu ids for other things; 
10 that not only we but T. Atkinson and G. Schriner are now well 
supplied. T. Arbousset al10 kindly sent us a present of about one and 
a half bushels of wheat. 

Departure from Philippolis on a vuit to Na,nuaqua Land and the 
Griqua Country . 

. t8th 8th mo. There is a remarkable degree of supineness among 
the people of l'hilippolis. While living under privations in regard to the 
common necessaries of life, such as would be very hard for English 
people to'sustain, they seem ready to lay hold of any kind of an excuse 
to escape exertion, or to avoid allowing their children to go from home 
in service that might turn to profit, except on hunting excursions, or 
a few other exciting engagements. They are also slow to make im
provements. Their gardens are suffered to lie waste during the winter, 
the walls to be broken down, allowing the cattle and goats to browze 
over them, to the injury, and often to the destruction, of their f111it
trees. Their fountain is trampled in by the cattle, and left in such a 
state from floods as allows much of the water wanted for irrigation 
to escape another way. Want of energy indeed marks the popu
lation generally ; but the better training of t.he children affords 
hope of improvement in the rising generation. Within a few days 
several youths have expressed a willingness to engage to lead our 
oxen, but their parents have invariably thrown difficulties in the way, 
notwithstanding some of those who would have gone were spending 
their time in idleness. We at length met with one named Hans Kaffir, 
a stranger, who engaged with us; and, accompanied also by Hendrick 
Hyns, we this morning took leave of our kind friends Theophilus 
and Eliza Atkinson, and their daughter, and also of the people, who 
appeared really affectionate, notwithstanding we have dealt plainly 
with them, both on things temporal and spiritual, but it was in love; 
and among whom there are some pious individuals. A few miles on 
the way toward Griqua Town we passed a place called Drie Fontein, 
belonging to Adam Kok, where there was a house in ruins, and an 
unfenced garden ; and another called Bushman11' Fountain, appro
priated to the use of t.he mission, and where Theophilus Atkinson 
has corn sown, which one of the people takes care of for half the 
produce. Here the walls are standing of a house burnt, with the 
people in it, about twelve years ngo, by t5'9,Hacn §;(:P~rs. We out-
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spanned for the night at a place where there was water, though but 
little grass. The grass here is short and thin, but sweet. The 
country i1 poor: clay-slate appears here and there, and hills of tom
bled basalt arc numerous. In the bed of a pool lately dried up a 
marsilea with small hairy leaves was abundantly in fructificatioo; 
wildebeests, hartebeests, springboks, a hare, and some wild geese 
were seen in the course of our travels to-day. We have now com
pleted another of the great divisions of our journey, and are set out 
for a succeeding one under circumstances which ought to make us 
thankful. A young man who came with H. Hyns left us after re
ceiving agreeably some religious counsel and tracts. 

29th 8th mo. We travelled about twenty miles, making the first 
stop at Schiet Fontein, a place where several coloured people are 
dwelling in mat huts, and where some of them have sown corn, 
near to a few large shallow pools. At this place there were some 
waggons of a travelling Boor (or farmer), and two ofa trader, called 
in this country a Smous, which literally means a cheat. One 
of the company of the trader was an English comedian, of bad 
character: they all, however, accepted a few tracts. At a shon 
distance was a Griqua village, of fourteen mat huts. From hence 
we travelled till after dark, hoping to find water, at the foot of a 
remarkable isolated conical hill, called Los Copje, but were disap
pointed, notwithstanding we were sure water was not far distant, 
because of the herds of springboks and gnus. We saw some 
ostriches in the course of the day, and on one of the many rocky
topped hills, among which our route lay, some conies. 

80th 8th mo. The horses and cattle found water in the bottom of 
a muddy pool, near to where we stopped last night :-we truelled 
all day without finding more; but saw several waggons belonging to 
some travelling Boors, standing at a fountain too far for us out of the 
way to the right, as we had still a little in our casks, that served to 
make coffee. These Boors had come from a district, called Uitvlugt, 
where, they said, everything was dried up and consumed. Some 
of their children were digging out of a place where water had at 
some time stood, the roots of a stemless, yellow-flowered mesem
bryanthemum. By the side of a dry watercourse there were a few 
stunted doornbooms; the first seen since leaving Cradock. We 
passed on the left a hill, called Goedmansberg, and another called 
Blesberg, having a remarkable white cliff, probably limestone. Being 
in advance of the waggon, I left G. Walker and H. Hyns with the 
horses, and they went in one direction to seek water, and I in 
another. After following the track of a waggon for a considerable 
distance, I came to a range of low sandy hills, where there was a 
~ucccssi?n of holes, some of which had been artificially enlarged, and 
mto which water had evidently run at no distant period; but it 
was all dried up, and the remains of. 11evefii g:QI ,., were strewed 
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,around the place. I was forribly remin<led of the language of 
.Jeremiah, chRp, xiv. "They came to the pits and found no water; 
they returned with the vessels empty : they were ashamed Rnd con
founded Rnd covered their heads." We stopped for the night 
between two ridges of rough basaltic hills on clay-slate-karroo
country, with little herbage, except stunted bushy mesembryanthe
mums, and made a fire of dry cow-dung, and a fe\V small 
sticks, and partook thankfully of the coffee our remaining water 
supplied. Among the few animals seen to-day were two ostriches 
and two brown cranes. 

81st 8th mo. The horses and cattle again found water; but as 
they had strayed far for it, and it was necessary to replenish our 
stock, it was late before we started. In the mean time two Bush
men paid us a visit. One of them had lived with a Boor in the 
colony, and could speak a little Dutch. They inquired for tobacco, 
but were told it would pass away in smoke and not satisfy their 
hunger. They accepted thankfully a little CafFer corn, and admitted 
it was better food. I learned from them that they prepared the 
poison of some of their arrows from a species of euphorbium, grow
ing on the hills ; but that they used different kinds of poison for 
different animals, the larger, such as gnus, requiring it stronger. 
The covering of these men was scanty, but decent, and of prepared 
skins ; one of them was bare-headed and had skin sandals, the other 
had a close leather cap and a pair of vel schoen, i. e. skin shoes. 
These are in common use in the colony, and are made of roughly 
tanned skins, and sewed with strips of the same: they answer well 
in dry weather. Our visitors had also knapsacks, formed of the skins 
of small antelopes, tanned with the legs on ; these are also in com
mon use in South Africa, the legs serving to hold them by. While 
some of the men were seeking the cattle, I went on the top of an ad
jarent hill to look around. On the way, far from the road, I picked 
up a shell, one of the rommon species of olive. This was in a state 
thnt forbad the idea of its being a fossil; probably it had been dropped 
by the child of some travelling Boor; but it led to reflection on the folly 
and dRnger of making theories on the existence of things in certain si
tuations, without having sufficient evidence as to how they came there. 
The journey to-day was over the Cross Mountain, and to Ramal,. 
The higher hiJJs were rough basalt, the lower calcareous ; the lime
stone covered, in many places, with red sand. Clay-slate, in a shaly, 
massive, or thickly strntifie<l state, is however the prevailing forma
tion. A small fragrant, yellow and orange gladiolus, a scarlet 
sutherlandia, and a few other early flowers, as well as a few birds, 
ostriches, vulture~, crows, paauws, and partridges, enlivened the 
monotony of our ride. On approaching Ramah we had conversation 
with a travelling Boor, whose large flock of sheep were eating up the 
little. grass that remained. At the old missionary station the fountain 
was so nearly dried up that the people had left the place and gone 
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to the side of the river. The houses formerly occnpietl by a na1i"e 
teacher of the London Missionary Society and as a chapel were wi 
ruins ; but under the lea of one of them we took up our quarten. 
The Boor thankfully accepted some tracts, anJ remarked ... A sitti~ 
crow catches nothing: ifl had not taken a ride out to-day, I should 
not have got these." Two Bastaards from near Plaat Berg joined us: 
as people travelling in remote parts of Africa claim hospitality 
with little ceremony, they came and seated themselves among oar 
people, and seemed glad to get a drink of coffee, but not equallJ 
ready in helping when some of our horses were unruly. 

1st 9th mo. First-day. We visited the people residing on the 
banks of the Orange River, about a mile and a half from the old sta
tion of Ramah: they are Bastaards, Griquas, and Bushmen, and are 
under the Philippolis government. Andres Van Wyk. a Butaud, 
is the Field-cornet : he lives in the hartebeest hut: adjoining to tliil 
is another of the same structure : the rest of the inhabitants live 
in hemispherical mat huts, except the Bushmen, whose shelters are 
only semi-hemispheres. The waggons of three companies of emi
grating Boors were standing at a distance: they have remained here 
till nearly all the grass is eaten up, and the quantity is small at aY 
times : one of them wishing to get his goats and cattle over the rinr 
to-day, had persuaded the people that it was only 7th day, (for too 
often the pretensions of the Boors to Christianity are made to bend to 
any motive of self-interest, notwithstanding their high professiona.) 
and the men, smeared with red-ochre and grease to repel the water, 
were swimming the goats across when we arrivw, holding oar 
goat on each side of a piece of drift willow-wood, about ten feet loag, 
having a stout peg driven in a little beyond the middle, and standing 
out sufficiently to allow the man to hold firmly by it with one band: 
his body was thrown upon the longer end of the log; and ia this 
way he contended with the struggling of the animals and the curreaa 
of the river, till arriving on the opposite shore; unless, as in some 
instances, the goats escaped, and then he left bis block, or woodel 
horse as it is sometimes termed, and recaptured the fugitive. These 
people have now no teacher among them, and therefore do not• 
semble on First-days for public worship : they seem \.0 have relapsed 
almost iuto heathenism. How superlatively valuable is that teaching 
of the Gospel which does not leave man dependent on his feUow• 
man for performing his duty lo God; but which directs him, under 
the constraining influence of the love of Christ, to the immediate 
teaching of the Holy Spirit, and to not forsaking the assembling of 
themselves together; while, according to Scripture, they may all be 
taught of the Lord himst'lf, if they wait upon Him, and may recein 
the blessing pronounced upon tlic two or three gathered together ia 
the name of Christ, even though not a word be spoken among them. 
These thin_gs we found it in our hearts to bring before about forty 
people, chiefly women, who assembled in the house of the Field, 
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cornet, along with much other doctrine and exhortation ; referring 
them to the witness of the Spirit against sin in the secret of their own 
hearts, as a proofof the love and teaching of God ; and showing them 
from the Scriptures, (from which the passages were read, as we were 
not equal to quoting satisfactorily in Dutch without the book,) that 
the same teaching, if followed, would lead to repentance, to faith in 
Christ, and to the comfort of the Holy Ghost, under a sense of being 
reconciled to God the Father. There was perceptible to my own 
mind on this occasion a ('()tl~idcrable measure of the feeling of the 
love of God toward this people, by which He is willing to draw them 
to himself. The principal traces of civilization among them were in 
a few cotton garments, and others, made in European style ; but 
many of the people wore little but carosse:i and brass ring~ and 
beads. Some of those belon~ing to the Boors were washing their 
clothe& in the river, which is here as wide as the Tees at Croft-bridgc, 
in the county of Durham, and rather deep: there is a ford below, 
but the current is there too strong for small cattle, except when very 
low. Several times, since coming to this side of the river, persons 
belonging to families of travelling Boors, have inquired what day of 
the week and month it was, having lost their reckoning. In the 
latter part of the day we read to our own people and visitors, and 
spent some time in silent retirement, to comfort. 

ind 9th mo. Among the rough basaltic hills at Ramah there are 
agate pebbles; and upon them is an aloe with dense spikes, about 
four feet high, of greenish orange flowers, that are beginning to ex
pand in warm places. Within a few days the weather has become 
a little warmer. Electric columns of dust have been frequent. 
A slight thunder-shower occurred this afternoon, anti a little rain 
fell in the night. The straying of the horses occasioned us to be late 
in getting forward on our journey. At about six miles from Ramah, 
we stopped at the dry bed of the Mankey River,-the bound are 
between the country of Andres Waterboer of Griqua Town and 
that of Adam Kok of Philippolis. On a hill near the road there is 
a settlement, called Matjes Fontein, of half a dozen Griquas' huts, 
and one of a Bushman. The people are poor, having only a few 
goats and cows, but two of them have waggons: they have the 
charge of a large flock belonging to a more wealthy neighbour; but 
as we could not meet with him, we were unable to obtain anything fit. 
to kill for meat : this was the ca11e also at Ramah ; we were therefore 
pot on short allowance of animal food. We made a little further 
progress in the afternoon, and outspanned for the night near the 
river, opposite the place marked on the map Hippopotamus Station. 
The grB11s was all consumed, so that, after the cattle had drunk, our 
herdsman drove them toward the hills, upon a track by which wild 
cattle had come to drink, and left them to shift for themselves. The 
sandy ground here produces many plants of the amaryllis tribe, the 
leaves of which are now beginning to appear. The two men who 
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joined us on 7th day kept with us to-day, instead of making the pro
gress they might have done: we were therefore under the neces,.ity 
of telling them, that, if they chose to keep with the waggon, they 
must be content with Caffer-com, and now and then a drink of 
coffee; for this, though rather despised by them, as being the food 
of the more deeply-coloured tribes, is our principal diet, and we did 
not think it necessary to abridge our own people of the little animal 
food we had remaining for strangers who were not making the p~ 
gress their circumstances admitted. We also offered to supply them 
with ammunition, if they would try to shoot any wild animals, one of 
them having a gun : but they appeared indisposed to exert them
selves, and even asked our leader for water, which he bad to bring 
from the river, here half a mile, and at Ramah, three times that 
distance ; but he too was of a race they looked upon as beneath 
them: however, notwithstanding the youth showed no unwillingness 
to go for water, I thought it was too much for them to expect to be 
thus waited upon, and therefore requested the younger of them to 
bring water for himself. 

Srd 9th mo. The cattle -found grass among the hills, but so far off 
that we could not set forward till eleven o'clock. The country con
tinned very poor ; in some places bare red sand, and we came at no 
water in the evening; but we fell in with a party of Borolongs from 
Motito, driving sheep thither, One of these not very far, we pur
chased for a common shirt thnt cost Ss., of one of the men, who, 
like his thrifty tribe, offered to kill it, and then inquired if we had 
any use for its skin; which he obtsined as a compensation for bis 
services. We also met a party of people from Griqua Town, with 
a waggon, going a visiting to Matjes Fontein, where they might 
seem likely soon to create a famine. Visiting of this kind is a great 
evil among the Hottentots, and their descendants, Bastaarw and 
Griquas : it takes people an unreasonable time from home, some
times three or four months, which are idled away, while provision 
for their families is neglected, that of the visited consumed, and now 
and then conjugal affection alienated. A few kudus (a large ,pecies 
of antelope) passed us at full speed, being pursued by some Boors; 
and, on the first piece of grass we saw, there was a large herd of 
cattle belonging to a Boor on the other side of the river. We also sa• 
some cranes, doves, and plovers ; and near the river small birds 
were numerous : in the some place an animal, the size of a rat, with 
a head like a marmot, was nibbling a dry twig of doernboom. 

4th 9th mo. The wnggon started about nine o'clock this mon1ing. 
While the cattle were being brought up, I walked to the top of an 
adjacent hill of tumbled basalt, on which four apecies of aloe were 
in blosaom. A few plants enlivened the sombre karroo, over whi<"h 
we travelled eighteen miles. Winding through the narrow pass, and 
over some loose sand-hills, we came to a place called Kamel Doom 
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Fontein, where there were fourteen mat huts. None of the inhabit• 
ants could read, though one of them possessed a waggon. A few of 
them listened attentively while I endeavoured to direct their atten. 
tion to eternal things: but here, as well as at Matjes Fontein, 
I felt little openness in religious communication, and probably the 
parties might not easily understand my Dutch, as they use chiefly 
the Hottentot language in conversation among themselves. Here 
we took the horse!! to the river to water, at a place where it was 
rushing through a narrow channel, being hemmed in with basaltic 
rocks. Our leader Hans Kaffer, knowing the country, took the 
oxen to the water near his mother's, a little further back. The cattle 
had not drunk since the morning of the previous day, at the river, 
opposite Hippopotamus station, where we had the opportunity of 
examining the blossoms of the fine drooping willow (salix gariepiana) 
that margins the rivers of this country, and which is often by tra
vellers mistaken for the Babylonian or weeping-willow. After fill
ing up our water-casks at a spring near the huts, we proceeded into 
another pass, where our cattle had a luxurious feed upon fine 
grass, and we a pleasant shelter under a large bush. 

5th 9th mo. Our herdsman said he beard the growl of a lion at a 
distance, about three o'clock this morning, but all the cattle were 
found safe, and near at hand. As we came into the country in
fested by lions, and I observed considerable excitement among our 
company in talking about them; and, by this time, had seen suffi
cient proof that they were such poor marksmen as to be much more 
likely to enrage a lion by firing at him than to destroy him, I was 
brought under a feeling of much uneasiness, being unable to obtain 
anything like a promise, that if one should visit us, they would allow 
him quietly to take an ox or a horse, without risking their own 
safety by firing Ill him: but my uneasiness was brought to an end 
by feeling near access to the footstool of Him who can stop the 
mouth of lions, in prayer that we may be preserved from all annoy
ance by wild beasts, and that we might neither hear the lion's roar 
nor see the print of his foot. We kept near the river, preferring the 
heavier road, as hurting the feet of the cattle less than the hard 
and stony, and having the advantage of water, passed two little 
groups of Korana huts, travelled about seventeen miles,, and 
stopped after sunset where provender was scarce. 

6th 9th mo. The oxen and horses having gone far for grass, we 
were unable lo proceed till eleven o'clock. The tracks of wild 
cattle (antelopes of various species) from the hills to the river arc 
numerous ; and, in some places, the land has been trampled by 
oxen ; but it is now almost destitute of vegetation, except a few 
stunted bushlets. A tedious pull of three hours and a half brought 
us to the verge of the Vaal River, at a place where the earth was 
bare for a considerable distance, and near a d~serted house, in which 
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the Borolonga noticed on the 3rd inst. bad taken shelter from tbe 1uu. 

Passing this desolate spot, we stopped under a large kamel-dooro, 
and made coffee, as usual, to assuage our thirst. Some sheep were 
here feeding on the acanty grass, but were in good ooodit.ioo; and, 
from the information of a shepherd boy, we were induced to Ti.sit 
an adjacent village to purchase one, while the waggon crossed the 
ford near which we had concluded to remain, to allow the cattle 
to rest, as some of them can no looger draw, and are so tired 
that they lie down wheneTer they haTe opportunity. Our people 
also need a little time to wash and mend their clothes, and 
we wish to see the inhabitants of the neighbourhood. At the 
village we found a trader, who was disposed to forward our 
object, and promised, on behalf of one of the people, to send 
us a sheep in the morning: here we also met Dirk Kok, a natiYe 
teacher, belonging to Griqun Town, who is residing near, along 
with a number of people that have been under the necessity 
of leaving thnt place, from I.he diminished supply of ~ater, anJ 
a Bechuana interpreter, who acts likewise as schoolmaster. There 
are Bcchuana villages in the neighbourhood, and some considerable 
towns further up the river. We made known our wish to meet the 
people on First-day, and it was concluded that at the place where 
Dirk Kok lives would be the best situation, as the population there 
was the most numerous. On the desolate country over which we 
have travelled lately, the hillocks of the white ants are forsaken, 
and the outer covering destroyed by the weather: they have not 
been scooped out by anteaters; but, probably, the insects may ha'fe 
perished from long-continued drou~ht. Where one ,;till remains in
habited the covering is good at this season of the year. We 
spoke to a few people in returning to the waggon. The bed of the 
river was wide and stony; the quantity of water small. 

7th 9th mo. This morning several Griquas and Bcchuanu t"lllled 
to see us: their viait was designed ns one of respectful attention, and 
received as such ; but time being of little value with them, their 
long loitering about the waggon was an inconvenience, as we were 
all l,usy ; our people at the river washing, or mending their clothes; 
and ourselves getting out store11, or at other occupntions connected 
with the provision for our establishment. The getting at stores in a 
waggon, is attended with no small Jabour, as things are necessarily 
closely packed; but system has reduced the difficulty, and custom 
has reconciled the fatigue. A sheep was purchased to-day for four 
rds. equal 6s., very fat, and with a tail that yielded about two quarts 
of a good substitute for butter : the point of these enormous tails 
yields oil adapted for lamps and many other useful purposes. A 
Griqua sent us milk three time11, and :i Bechuana once. Though we 
could not look upon this as a present, as another was, at least, ex
pected in return, yet it wns received as intended, as a civility. There 
,u-e many ducks and geese on the river: H. Hyns shoL one of the 
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latter: it is a smRII species, prettily coloured. Among our visitors 
to-day was Dirk Kok, the native teacher. It is satisfactory to fincl 
that many or the Griqnas can read. They received a few tracts 
gratefully. Their colloquial Dutch is so corrupt a dialect, that I fear 
being o.ble to make them understand ; and none of those about us, 
who understand English, understand the Gospel : they cannot 
therefore be trusted to interpret: we have however thought it right 
to arrange with Dirk Kok to be at their meeting to-morrow. The 
heat and dryness of the atmosphere to-day, warped the lids of 
our writing-desks inside the waggon. 

8th 9th mo. We went about six miles up the river, on horseback, 
to the place where Dirk Kok resides, with several other Griquas, in 
mat huls. The road proving very stony, we were rather late, and 
the people having no clock& had met early: they had conclu<lecl 
their meeting, and were separating when we arrived; but they readily 
reassembled under the shade of some trees, to the amount of about 
200, being chiefly Griquas, dwelling in little groups in the adjacent 
country: they were well dressed, and about thirty had Bibles and 
hymn-books: to the former they turned with facility as I referred to 
various passages, to illustrate and establish the doctrine of the im
mediate teaching of the Holy Spirit, and the salvation by Jesus 
Christ generally. Dirk Kok, who appears to be a valuable man, as 
well as some others, said that what was communicated was well un
derijtood. The fruit of the care and labour of the London Mission
ary Society in this remote situation is very satisfactory. On return
ing to the waggon several persons came to obtain tracts and books, 
and remained till after the devotional reading with our people. 

9th 9th mo. Mention had been made of taking a small settlement 
called Campbell, on the way to Griqua Town; but not feeling any 
clearness that this was in the line of our duty, our guide was told to 
take the path he considered best for the oxen, some of which were 
nearly unable to travel, and the best roads in this part being very 
hard and rough: the one next the river was consequently chosen: 
some of it was gravel, other parts basalt mixed with silicious 
pebbles; a little was sarrd; and after passing the junction of the V aal 
and Orange Rivers, we came upon a rough limestone formation, in
tersected by numerous, hard, silicious veins. Before setting forward 
we were again visited by several Bechuanas and Griquas, who came 
to sell milk and to obtain books and tracts. Dutch Bibles and 
Testaments, and the Selection of Hymns, printed by the London 
Missionary Society, were most in demand; and it was but few of 
these we could snpply. There were three good hemispherical mat 
huts, inhabited by Bushmen, near where we stopped at noon : some 
of these people conld speak a little Dutch. On going to the place 
I saw some women carrying loads of firewood on their heads : they 
had no other garments on than skirts of numerous rags of leather; 
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also worn by the men, along with leathern trowsers, and a few had 
jackets of the same material. These people must therefore be re
garded as among the more civilized of the Bushman race. In 1he 
evening we stopped in a bushy, but stony pince, still within sight of 
the confluence of the two great rivers, which here, as well u in 
many other places, are bordered with willows. In the course of 1he 
day another horseback traveller joined us, first, however, modest11 
asking leave; and when we stopped, collecting fuel, and showing a 
disposition to be otherwise useful : the former two left us soon after, 
being limited to Caffer-com. 

10th 9th mo. The hill on which we outspanned last night was very 
rough, but afforded a little grass and numerous bushes, from 
four to ten feet high, rarely in contact, as well as reclining aloes, 
with noble flo\\'ers, and some others. Among the bushes ••• a 
willow-leaved shrub on which the rattle browzed freely; and 1he 
horses eat some smaller bushes. The road to-day was so stony 
as to render it necessary for the horses to travel only at s foot's 
pace. The first series of hills being passed, a second was ascended, 
having a limestone front. After travelling till near sunset, al 
about two and a half miles an hour, we arrived at Spuigtan1 
Fontein, (marked Spuigslang Fontein on the map,) a little hole 
in the limestone-ground, at which some Bushman boys were 
drawing water, in little pails scooped out of solid willow-wood, 
and called bambooses. Our people found it necessary to enlarge 
the place with a pick-axe and spades; and to watch it while the 
water sprang slowly, to prevent the few cattle in the neighbourhood 
taking precedence of our own in drinking. A portion of a 
Bushman's fiddle was thrown out with the mud; the sounding part 
was formed of tbe shell of a tortoise, which bad probably had a 
skin stretched over it. Doves and Namaqua-partridges-came in 
considerable numbers to drink, and there were several places near 
that had been used by the Bushmen for taking game: none wa~ 
however to be seen ; desolation reigned in the wilderness for lack 
of water: we neither saw nor heard wild beasts till we reached 
the fountain, where in the evening our ears were assailed by the 
well-known jackals' cry. 

11th 0th mo. We saw some of the Bush women and their 
children, who attend a few cattle and goats here: they came to the 
fountain for water, using ostrich egg-shells for drinking-vessels: 
these were furnished with a short neck, formed of some sort of 
gum. There was a second species of aitonia upon the country we 
passed over ycslerdoy, smaller and more bushy than 1hat in the colony, 
and tiiffering in other respects, as well as some other remarkable 
shrubs. To-day we continued to traverse a limestone formation; 
a compact blue slratum emerging at intervals from under the upper 
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whitish and softer one. The rond continued very bad for the 
feet of the cattle: there was scarcely any grass, but numerous sepa
rate bushes, and no water till near Griq11a Town, where we were 
favoured to arrive soon after sunset, thankful for the mercies that 
had been extended to us on this tedious journey, and for a kind 
welcome from Isaac and Elizabeth Hughes, who had sent us an 
invitation when we were a~ Philippolis. 

12th 9th mo. A considerable portion of the day was devoted to 
unpacking the waggon, and writing; but at a suitable time, we 
called upon Andreas W aterboer, the captain or chief of the place 
and district: he is a pious man of Bushman extraction, of very 
superior intelligence. His house is in European style, as are all 
those of the Griqua Town population, except the Basu tu and a very 
few others. There is however a considerable number of houses in 
ruins, that have been forsaken in consequence of the long drought, 
which has progressively diminished the fountain that formerly 
irrigated the gardens and adjacent lands: these are now all desolate, 
and of the fruit-trees, only a few figs and a solitary peach survive. 
The water is a foot and a half from the surface, and a standing pool ; 
but it is remarkable, that a few smaller springs at a greater elevation 
within two or three miles continue to flow. The Basntu living here 
were rescued by A. Waterboer from the Bergenars, who were a 
horde of banditti that separated from the Griquas; and among 
other depredations that they committed, they attacked a portion of 
the Basutu tribe of Bechuanas and carried off their cattle: the 
people followed them for the sake of the milk, which was their 
subsistence, and became their servants: they were treated with great 
cruelty, in many instances, and it is said even sometimes shot at as 
marks ! The Bergenars were at length overcome and dispersed by 
Waterboer; and the Basutu, who were thus delivered from op
pression, settled here. They cultivate some portions of land after 
their own manner, in a place that would require more labour than 
the Griquas would be willing to bestow upon it. We also visited 
the infant school, which is conducted in English by a coloured 
native of the place. About sixty children were present. The 
attendance sometimes amounts to a hundred, but in consequence 
of the drought and other circumstances, many of the people are gone 
with their cattle to other places. Were they all here there would be 
more mat huts than are now to be seen. 

lStb 9th mo, We visited the school taught by Isaac Hughes, 
who is assisted by John Fortuin, the brother of the infant school 
teacher. This school is held in the chapel. The languages taught 
are Dutch and Sichuana. Many of the children that are here in the 
forenoon are in the infant school in the afternoon. The number in 
attendance in two schools is nearly alike. The whole population, 
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Griqua and Basutu, is at present about four hundred. Many or the 
houses are of raw brick plastered with clay and cow-dung. Lime 
enters largely into the composition of the clay, and consequently 
the brick will not stand when burnL In the raw state it endures 
the weather well. The pupils in the schools were cleim and tidy, 
and the schoolrooms were creditably neat. Some of the childreD 
have advanced in arithmetic as far as practice; and the circumstances 
of the country scarcely ndmit of the use of more advanced rules: a 
considerable number read in the Bible. In the evening we were 
present at a meeting for expounding the Scriptures to the Griquas 
in the Dutch language. 

15th 9th mo. First day. At nine o'clock three sehools met., ri,. 
one for infants, in the infant schoolroom; one for older children and 
adults, in the chapel; and one for the more proficient scripture-readers, 
in a small apartment adjoining: the number of the last was consider
able, though much below that of the two others. At ten o'clock a 
general assembly for worship met in the chapel, amounting to se\·er:tl 
hundreds. After A. Waterboer had addressed the congregation, an 
opp.:>rtunity was afforded me, in which I pointed out to the congre
gation that the Holy Spirit had made the reprovable things 
manifest in their own hearts to be sin, and had led many to re
pentance and faith in Christ ; and had brought comfort to their 
troubled souls, so that they had become a church of Christ., and 
had seen their own Chief, with others in Africa, come also to the 
brightness of the rising of the light of Christ,• Much more 
was also expressed in connexion with the striking prophecies of 
the sixtieth chapter of Isaiah, on the fulfilment of which I felt l 
could with confidence appeal to them, on t.he ground of past and 
present experience; pressing upon them at the same time the im
portance of continued and increased attention to the " light of life." 
I was enabled to express myself in Dutch, so that Elizabeth Hughes 
said every word could be well understood. In the ofternoon the 
schools again assembled for an hour; and I afterwards addressed 
the Basutu, John Fortuin interpreting. I was again under the ne
cessity of speaking in Dutch, as he was not sufficiently familiar with 
English, but I was enabled to proceed to the relief of my mind, 
believing my interpreter to be one prepared to become, in some 
measure, clothed with my exercise; and sometimes this seems 
to be one part of our service, and one by which those who occupy 
prominent places in the churches of this land are made to feel 
more deeply the force of those truths that we have to inculcate. No 
meetings are held here in the evening, a large number of the people 

• On a certain occasion, in a speech at Cape Town, A. \Vaterboer declared that 
he owed everything to the gospel, temporal and spiritual; that but for the gosp<-1 he 
should then have been a wandering i;avage. 

Digitized by Google 



67 

living at a distance. Within the last three years a considerable 
awakening has taken pince in this neighbourhood, especially among 
the Bechuanas: it has extended to some of their towns on the Vaal 
and Hart Rivers. In the course of the day many of the people called 
at Isaac Hughes's house with much freedom, and were received with 
corresponding openness. This was pleasant to observe, as it must 
exist where much good is effected. 

I 6th 9th mo. The day was occupied in preparing for our journey 
to the Kruman and Motito, which we have concluded to attempt in 
our own waggon, with hired oxen, that have been offered in Christian 
sympathy by some Griqua young men, who saw that neither our own 
oxen nor horses were equal to the task. 

I 7th 9th mo. A sheep was purchased for three rds., (four shil
lings and sixpence,) and we set forward on the journey, having a 
Griqua, named Luke Vanderwesthuis, as driver, (people generally 
preferring their oxen to be driven by a person they are acquainted 
with,) our Hottentot, Abraham, as lender, and our own driver, J. 
Hayes, on a horse belonging to Hendrick Hyns, whom he accom
panied. After travelling about twelve miles over a sharp road, on 
gravel or hard limestone, we arrived at Kogelbeeo Fontein, a mere 
pond for cattle to drink at, nod very muddy from their feet. The water 
was about five feet from the surface; and when the cattle, with some 
neighbouring herds, had reduced it considerably, it sprung again 
freely till it reached the former level. In the afternoon we pro. 
ceeded to the place marked Mimosa Station; and outspnnned by a 
handsome bushy acacia, with slender thorns and small leaves of a 
greyish green. Antelopes are numerous here in winter, and also 
lions, but the water being dried up both have now left this neigh
bourhood. The country begins to be grassy. There is a bushy hill 
on our left, the continuation of that west of Griqua Town. Formerly 
it was inhabited by buffaloes aud cameleopards, but neither are now 
found within a great distance. 

I 8th 9th mo. There was much lightning and thunder in the 
night. The cattle ( only eight slender ones) having been tied to the 
yokes all night, we St!t forward at hair-past six this morning, and rode 
to Jacob's Fountain, where our driver hoped to get more oxen. On 
the journey there were heavy showers of hail and min, and the cold 
was extremely pinching. We succeeded in kindling a fire, and the 
remainder of the day was spent in such a way as our circumstances, 
with the cold, admitted. The men were chiefly occupied in drying 
their clothes. I visited the people living here in a waggon and some 
mat huts : they also had raised a fire, at which they were warming 
themselves : everything about them looked l'omfortlcss and forlorn, 
as must necessarily be the case in wet weather with such poor accom-
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modation. I could make but little out in converSatioo with them, 
but lhey accepted a Dutch tract gratefully.• 

19th 9th mo. J. Hayes was attacked last night with violent 
spasms of the stomach; and L. Vaoderwesthuis was also very ill 
from the cold. Active remedies, repeated at intervals, with bot .-aser 
drank and also applied externally, relieved J. Hayes from immediate 
danger, and the pain progressively abated. The day was showery 
and cold, but we managed to travel six hours and a half to DatUd, 
Kuil, a scattered settlement of cottages and mat huts, purchased by 
Waterboer from a Griqua chief. The native name of Daniel's Kuil 
(Daniel's Den) signifies elephants' reeds, but elepbanu are not no.
found within a great distance of this pltice: its preseat inhabitants are 
connected with Griqua Town: they grow their corn here, being able to 
irrigate the land from springs that rise under the hills of silicious 
schistus. We were kindly received by David and Sina Bergover; she 
is a superior woman, and has charge of the school here, in which there 
are now about forty pupils, sometimes they amount to sixty: she 
also bears a large share of the burden of the little church in this 
place, in which she ofien labours in word and doctrine: there are I 
likewise two men who take part in the labour, but the gifts of this 
" Deborah" being evidently such as to place her as " a mother ill 
Israel," they have prudently not been restrained. We had a religious I 
oppnrtunity in the family, but were too late to assemble the people 
generally ; and their dialect of Dutch is such as renders it difficult 
for them to understand us, especially as they are little accustomed to 
variety of speakers. A few tracts were given to Sins Dergover, to 
distribute among such as can read. 

20th 9th mo. Our herdsman said he heard a lion at a distance io I 
the night: the barking of the dogs awoke me, but this is not un
usual: I listened, but heard no lion's voice. Some of the people who 
returned from hunting last evening lost a foal by lions a few nights 
11go : it bad strayed a little from a mare that was tied to their waggon: 
they hnd been hunting cameleopards and elands west of the Kruman. 
Their waggons returned to-day, laden with dried flesh and skins: 'lfe 
obtained some of the former for food on the journey. The oxen 
being long in coming up we visited the school, which is kept in a 
long mud building, used also as a chapel: the pious mistress was 
catechizing thirty-two children, We also walked to the Kuil or Den, 
which is a hole in the limestone thirty-feet deep and ten feet across 
rhc mouth, widening a little downward ; it is inhabited by pi;eoas, 
nnd is now free from water, in consequence of long drought. We 
travelled about seven miles under the continuation of the schistose 

" The cold to-dny was so intense as 10 destroy many calve. In this part of rhe 
country. 
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hills, and through a valley having several springs, to Kramer's Fon
teio, where we outspanned, intending to stop for an hour, not being 
likely soon again to meet with water, and this necessary article is 
good here. In the hollow through which it flows in rain-times, 
there are a few wild olives and other trees, and near it is a garden 
with peach-trees, but at present without houses ; these being in 
this part of the world easily transplanted, have been temporarily 
removed, for the sake of better pasturage, or some other cause. 
The ground is undulated and bushy, but there is, nevertheless, 
a good supply of grass, compared with many places, and grass 
is the chief CGvering of the plains and low hills to the east. Among 
the drawing-cattle we have a miserable-looking cow, and several 
young bullocks " unaccustomed to the yoke:" when these were col
lected, some of them became unruly, broke away, and ran off: they 
were pursued on horseback by J. Hayes and H. Hyns, but before 
they were effectually secured, one of them got nearly to Daniel's 
Kuil three successive times. This was a trial of patience, and in 
the end we were prevented proceeding further to-night ; but patience 
meets with much exercise in African travelling; and He who knows 
the end from the beginning, knows how to overrule events, even 
tri8ing as these, for good, 

21st 9th mo, Travelled about twenty-four miles on grassy country, 
with bushes, having the silicious schistus hills to the left: we passed 
also two small hills with rocky tops, on our right, but in that direc
tion the country was generally open, Passing Neal's Fountain, 
where there was now no water, we outspanned for the night six miles 
further on the roail, among some thick i'lolated bushes; near to 
which we met five Griqnas known to Luke, driving cattle: they 
turned back, to avail themselves of the society of our people, for 
mutual protection against P,ild beasts, and to obtain something to 
1:at, which we were able to supply in a little Caffer-corn meal, and a 
small quantity of water to cook it with. Lions are met with here at 
times: s few months ago, Roger Edwards, of the Kruman, and a 
man from Daniel's Kuil had a narrow escape from five near this spot. 
Soon after we were settled, a sound was heard that excited moment
ary alarm, but it proved only the voice of a hsrmless ostrich: some
times this is so like that of the lion, as not to be quickly distinguished, 
especially by an unaccustomed ear. We saw several of these birds, 
as well as a koran, and some vultures and crows; and abo a few 
beasts of the antelope tribe, among which was the hartebeest. We 
passed three Bushmen collecting the eggs of white ants for food; one 
of them came to the waggon to heg tobacco: they gel water in a 
cave, to the east of the road, in which several of them were destroyed 
n few years ago by some Griqnas. 

22nd 9th mo. First-day. The Griquas left before daylight, anll 
our rnttle and H. Hyn's horse8 followed th .m • • J miles, While 
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the people were absent, I looked into another cave that had a few 
trees about it, first, however, carefully examining the neighbourhood 
to be satisfied that it was clear of the footprints of wild beast.a: it 
was just such a place as imaginntion might picture for a lion's den ; 
but these animals are said general) y to be under the shelter of bushes 
or rocks, in this country. Want of water obliged us to travel; but 
it was eleven o'clock before we started. In the meantime, a Bush
woman with a baby, came to the waggoo to beg tobacro. These 
people, like the ostriches, start up io the desolate wilderness, where 
no living creature would be expected. Luke said this woman was 
sister to the man we saw yesterday: she told us that they now got 
water in rain-pools not far distant. A little bread and dried Oesh 
seemed very grateful to her: the former we use only once a-day, 
the stock being low. The Bushmen quickly discern whether they 
may safely approach a waggon, having a pretty correct idea where 
they will meet a friendly reception. In tbe afternoon we arrived at 
Koning Fontein-a spring forming a large shallow pool, the margin of 
which, as well as some marshy ground below, is clothed with reeds. 
Along the bank there are arboreous acacias, and contiguous, many 
large bushes. This place is a great resort for wild animals, and lions 
are often very troublesome : a man at D:rniel's Kuil told us that about 
n fortnight ago he was obliged to tie up his oxen when here, and to sit 
by them all night, cracking his whip to preserve them. \\'e had not 
inten<led remaining here over night, on this account, but the oxen 
were too weak to proceed ; and as there were now no lions' footprints, 
Luke turned them loose to graze. After washing and taking some 
food we read with our company, and spent some time in retirement: 
all seemed glad of the residue of the day of rest. 

2:Jnl 9th mo. No lions were permitted to disturb us. Jackals 
began to cry as soon as the sun set, as did also some birds in the 
marsh ; frogs at the same time began a rattling croak, which they 
kept up through the night. The cattle and horses had been col
lected in the evening, and fastened to the yokes and waggon; they 
remaineJ quiet, except an unruly individual; but a troop of quaggas, 
that came to drink, rushed impetuously through the marsh, being 
alarmed by our dogs, and by jackals, that perseveringly hunted their 
foals. Our journey was over a similar country to that we have 
travelled over lately, but through a shallow sandy valley, where the 
grass and bushes were stronger, and there were some large acacias, 
and on the rocks an aloe gaily in flower. Six hours brought us to 
Little Kruman, where a stream thnt would turn a mill issues from 
among some rocks, and there are a few habitations; and in another 
hour we were safely at the Kruman missionary station ; where we 
met a kind welcome from Roger Edwards and his wife, and their 
ageu coadjutor, H. Hamilton, with the former of whom we took 
up our abode for the night. 

:.!4-th !Jth 1110. Walked with H. Edwards throu h the gardens; 
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which, with a narrow strip of land for corn, are fertilized by the 
stream from the fountain at Little Kruman. Peach, fig, pome
granate, quince, apricot, apple, plum, and pear trees, and vines are 
of sufficient growth to afford the missionary families an ample supply 
of fruit, both to use fresh and in a dried state; and along the stream 
there is a row of lofty willows, Great vigilance is required here to 
save the grain from birds, and it is also liable to be destroyed by sum
mer frosts. From this cause many of the natives now on the station 
are suffering for want of necessary food : they are of the Batlapce, or 
Batlapin tribe of Bechuanas, with a few Borolongs, &c. About 8000 
are sometimes resident at this place. The principal Chief of the Batla
pees is .Motibi : he fled from hence many years ago, and is settled 
at Lekatlong, near the junction of the Hart and Vanl rivers, within 
the extensive range of the Griqua Town mission. Being favourable 
to Christianity, those of his people who have come under the influence 
of the Gospel have associated themselves with him, while those that 
remain attached to heathenism are with a younger brother, named 
~lahurn, at a place called Tauns, further northward, on the Hart 
river, and where they are occasionally visited from the Kruman, 
notwithstanding the distance is about 110 miles. R. Edwards attends 
to the school for adolescent children, and his wife to the infant 
school; both are very fluctuating in regard to the number of pupils, 
in consequence of the state and occupation of the parents. The se
lection from the Scriptures, used by the British and Foreign School 
Society, ha!! been translated into this dialect of Sichuana, and also 
printed by Robert Moffatt, who is now gone to England to get the 
New Testament printed in the same language. The houses of the 
missionaries and other buildings are of the blue or dove-coloured 
limestone, which is hard, and probably would take a good polish. 
The chapel will hold more than a thousand people, and the dwellings 
are of a comfortable character. Being desirous of proceeding to 
l\fotito, for which journey the cattle from Griqun Town arc not equal, 
R. Edwards provided us with a fine stout span of his own oxen, and his 
wife supplied us with several articles of food ; and, accompanied by 
a guide, named Tabatow, we proceeded over a sandy grassy country 
to .Makkwarin Fountain, distant six hours. A few antelopes were 
seen here and there on the way, 

25th 9th mo. Our route continued over flat, sandy, grassy country, 
varied by the upper limestone lying to the surface; in which case 
it is covered with bushes, and here and there supports small 
trees, especially 11ear pools, a few of which we passed, spending a 
short time at noon by the side of one of them. Wild animals of 
various descriptions were numerous, but we saw none of a formidable 
character. Antelopes of various species, quaggas, ostriches, guinca
fowls, ducks, pigeons, and crows were among the number. We 
arrived soon after sunset at Molito, the station of the French mission-
aries Prosper and Eleonore Lemue, and. J ca1 !i;aciette Langa, 
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by whom we were kindly welcomed, and ·with whom we spent a 
pleasant evening. 

26th 9th mo. Being desirous of having a religious inte"iew "·itb 
the people nt an early period, the chapel-bell was rung in the fore
noon, and about 800 assembled, whom we addressed on the thing~ 
that belong to eternal life, through the medium of P. Lemue : they 
are principally Borolongs, but there are among them some of the 
Batlapee and Batlaro tribes, belonging also to the Bet-hoaoa nation. 
They have settled here for the convenience of cultivating the gro11nd, 
several springs breaking out where the limestone terminates against 
a basaltic dyke, at the other side of which is primitive aaod5tone, 
forming low hills. Some of the ground is so wet as to require drain
ing, (n very unusual circumstance in this part of Africa;) and there 
is also water available for irrigation to a small ex.tenL The c:rc-ps 
were, nevertheless, defective last year; and consequently many of 
the people are hunting, along with some from Philippolis. This 
station has been occupied since 18S2: there are about I 000 people 
living in little villages contiguous : the huts have thatched tops, and 
fences of dry brushwood around them: they present a pretty appear
ance. The dwelling of the missionaries is of mw brick, and they 
have also erected a chapel, store-house, &c. The distance from 
Takoon, or Old Lattakoo, where they formerly resided, is ten miles. 
They left that place because the supply of water was insufficient for 
the population; Mahura, who was then residing there with his nume
rous adherents proposing to folio" them; but, changing his mind, 
he ultimately retired to Tauns, on the Hart river. The day was 
spent agreeably with these most remote labourers in the Gospel in 
this direction: they received our visil of love with evident l'lllisfac
tion, to which they gave free expression. Here we purchased a few 
karosses and wooden spoons of the natives, who manufacture them; 
the former are made up very neatly of the skins of small beasts, 
such as the gcnet, jackal, lynx, &c., and are useful in this country 
as cloaks in cold weather. The people from this place and from the 
Kruman, will take a roll of tobacco, of about 7lbs. and if they have 
no dogs of their own, will hire some, and go to the desert of Challen
gah-wbich is said to be flat sandy ground, with little water but 
what is obtained by digging; and producing kameldoorn and bushes 
-and they will be absent two or three months, living on what they 
can catch. They eat wild roots, but will not refuse lions, or other 
carnivorous animals. In lhe course of this time, they will obtain aa 
many skins of genet, ( which is known here by the name of bonte
kat,) lynx, (railed also rode-kat,) and common, or bastard jackal, 
as will make a couple of karosses; and as many of the meer-kat (a 
ground-squirrel?) or of the rood-muis, (Cynctis Steedmanii,) as will 
make one of smaller dimensions. These skins require about one , 
w~ek to tan and prepare ; and, with the. 11ssistanre of friends, a man t 
will make them up in another week . Th~ ,bi?autifully sewed 
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with sinews put through holes made with a pointed iron instrument, 
and each stitch is knotted; every hole is filled up with a piece or a 
regular figure; and the skins are arranged in particular order, the 
row at the top being so taken off as to exhibit the upper side of the 
head■, and the feet forming a scalloped margin at the bottom. The 
larger karOB11ea they will sell after all this labour for eight or twehe 
rds.-121. or 18s. each, and the small for from three to five rds. 

27th 9th mo. After breakfast we took leave of our kind friends at 
.Motito, many of the natives, as we have generally found the case, 
crowding to give us a last shake of the hand. One of these, a mem
ber of their church, of whom there are twelve, joined Ull, going as a 
messenger to Kruman. A woman also, one of those residing at Tuuns, 
took the advantage of accompanying the waggon, but often trudged 
briskly on before, with a bundle on her head, and a child about three 
years old that she frequently carried, not even asking for help; which, 
however, when offered, was gratefully accepted: her errand was to visit 
another child. Maternal affection bad induced her to make this journey, 
though undefended, through a country where lions and chetas are 
by 110 means uncommon, We were furnished with a liberal supply 
of bread and meat by the millBionBl"y family, of which these people 
were made partakers, and for which they were very thankful. 
Our guide evidently had fears of stopping at t.he last of several 
fountains we passed, which was a little out of the waggon-track, and 
among trees (doornboom) and bushes, alleging that lions laid there; 
but on examination it was proved that none were there now. Five of 
these formidable animals have lately been killed near Motito, We 
outspanned at a distance from water, and the oxen were made fast, 
lest, being near home, they should stmy in that direction. 

t8th 9th mo. We rt!flched the Makkwarin river by sunrise. The 
place being favourable for cattle, and for cultivation, to a limited ex
tent, there is here a small Bechnana village. The water stands in 
pools, and in some places runs from one pool to another, but soon 
sinks into the ground again. There is a small portion of damp land, 
butt.he water is too low for irrigation. We had conversation with 
10me of the people, from whom we obtained a little milk and a few 
other articles. After resting five hours we again pursued our 
journey, resting an bnur at noon, on account of t.he heat, which was 
too oppres11ive for the cat.tie dragging the waggon on the heavy sandy 
road. Soon after sunset we again reached Kruman, and 1·ejoined our 
kind friend■, the Edwardses. Robert Hamilton was gone on their 
weekly itinerating excursion to Lower Kruman, fifteen miles distant, 
where there are from 1000 to 1500 people, and to Harman, ten miles, 
where there are two villages, containing about 300 inhRbitants. 
About. once in three month~ they visit Tauns, where fifteen villages 
are visible from one place, and there are others more remote: the 
population i~ estimated at from 10,000 to 15,000; the distance llO 
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to 130 miles. About twenty miles further, they visit Baharoutsi, 
refugees under their Chief, Moiloe, (probably the imme aa Mokhatla,) 
who are estimated at about 5000. These were driven from their 
country, Masika, by the Zulu warrior, Mosalikatsi; with whom suc
cessively the French and the American missionaries laboured : be 
made an attack upon the cattle of some of the emigrant farmers, and 
carried off some of them: they in return invaded him, and destroyed 
his power, and drove him furthel' into the interior. When he 8ed be 
allowed the Baharoutsi, who had remained with him as vassals, to 
stay in their own country: and to these F. Owen and his friends of 
the Church Missionary Society are going; hoping also that Moiloe 
and his people will join them there. Thirty miles still further east 
from Kruman, the missionaries visit a company of a race of Koranas, 
termed Bechuana Bushmen, about 300 in number, under !tf~homr, 
a Christian Chief, a large part of whose people left him on his receiv
ing the Gospel : but he wisely valued "the power of an endless life'' 
more than temporal power: his brother, whose name is Andres, is 
also spoken of as a valuable Christian. 

fgth 9th mo. First-day. The infant school assembled in the chapel 
at nine o'clock, and that for adults in a school-house formerly used as a 
chapel ; most of them soon left the house on account of the heat, and 
arranged themselves in groups under some trees. At eleven aboat 
300 met in the chapel for worship ;" some of whom came from 
a distance of several miles, to be present, according to their wonted 
custom. On this occasion I addressed them at some length, 
through the medium of R. Edwards, who preaches to them in the 
dialect of Sichuana used here, Schools were again held at two; 
and at three an assembly for worship, in which my dear companion 
bore his testimony to the goodneBB and mercy of God in Christ 
Jesus, and to the importance of following the guidance of the Spirit 
of Truth. In the evening a company of the people met again, and 
a portion of Scripture was read to them from the selection used by 
the British and Foreign School Society, printed in their own tongue, 
in which they have also a collection of hymns. The congregation 
was remarkably clean and neat; most of them were dressed in gar
ments of British manufacture, or of a soft kind of leather of their otrn 
preparing : 170 are members, including a few at Lower Kruman and 
some other neighbouring places. Many of these appear to be people 
of real piety, and walk in great self-denial among their heathen 
countrymen. Robert Hamilton returned in the evening, and we had 
a little more conversation with this good old man, to whom I felt 
great nearness of spirit. After labouring for many years, it is a 
great comfort to him to see a little fruit. 

30th 9th mo. I visited R. Hamilton in his little cottage, where 
he dwells alone, taking his meals in one of the missionary families; 
now that R. Moffatt is absent, in that of thc__Edwardses. We aL<IO 
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called on a trader named David Hume, a Scotchman, who baa a 
store in the house occupied formerly by R. Hamilton. Here we 
made a few purchases; and in the course of the day we engaged two 
young men, to accompany us during the residue of our journey, 
Tabatow not inclining to leave his family longer, and we having been 
a hand short since leaving the Kat River; so that the care of the 
horses has devolved on H. Hyns and ourselves. One of these, 
named Montingoe, a Borolong, is a member of the church; the other, 
Seberioe, is a steady young man, a Batlapee, but not making so open. 
a profession of Christianity: both have wives and families, respect
ing whom it was necessary to make some arrangement. These 
matters being settled, we took leave of the people, and set out to 
return to Griqua Town. Roger Edwards and David Hume accom
panied us to Little Kruman, where we went into the cave out of 
which the rivulet flows: it is an opening like a passage in the upper 
limestone, with a narrow entrance. Here and there broken bone& 
were lying, as if some wild beast occasionally visited the place. 
There were fish in the stream, perhaps twenty yards up the opening, 
which was evidently the resort of otters ; but bats were the most 
numerous inhabitants, except wasps, the naked nests of a species of 
which hung so thickly, both about the entrance of this and some 
smaller openings, as to render great care necessary in passing them. 
The rocks above were bushy : there were some reeds where the 
water emerged, which soon spread itself into a large pool. R. Ed
wards and D. Hume returned from Little Kruman ; and we, taking 
a different route to the one by which we came, proceeded to the 
Kammani Pass, where we arrived two hours after sunset, but found 
it too dark to encounter the road through, which is cut into deep 
channels by the rain, though now destitute of water. At the K.ruman 
we parted from Henry Hyns, who had made himself very useful to us. 

l st 10th mo. 1839. We proceeded through the Pass, winding among 
stony hills, covered generally with grass, but in some places bushy, 
with here and there a kameldoorn-tree. Woods of the last were 
visible to the westward, in the direction of the Langeberg, which 
was sometimes visible. At eleven o'clock we outspanned, and re
turned the oxen which had brought us hither by the hand of our late 
guide Tabatow, who belongs to the Baharoutsi nation: they also 
were lent us by our kind friend R. Edwards, to help those from 
Griqua Town, which are improved by their rest, but are still too 
weak for the journey. We reached Kosi Fountain before sunset, 
and were glad again to come at a pool of water, having seen 
none since yesterday afternoon : here are two little werfs of Bechu
anas, among whom are a few Bushmen. The huts are generally 
placed amongst thorns, i. e. the species of acacia called in Sou1h 
Africa, doomboom. 

2nd I 0th mo. The native teacher at this rplace being gone to 
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Griqua Town, we are unable to hold communication with the people 
on religious 1ubject1, beyond giving them a general impraaion of 
goodwill towards them : when here he keepa a school, and does what 
he can for their religious instruction. One of our attendants haring 
given information that we wished to procure some milk, tbe waggoa 
was soon 1urrounded with partiea bringing it for .. le, in their Teuela 
scooped out of willow-wood, and which resemble large jars. Snea 
gallons were purchaaed, aome fresh, and aome aufficieotly 110111' 
for preaent uae : it was a feast both for ourselves and our people, ad 
saved other provisions. Payment for it was made chie8y in buttom; 
not used here, u in Caff'raria, for ornament, but for aecuring gar
menta neatly made of soft leather into jackets, lrowsera, &c. A irw 
cotton handkerchiefs were alao among the articles of barter, aJc.g 
with which were given needlee and thread. A sheep was parctia.d 
for uae on the road ; the price asked for it wu a handkerchief, wonh 
about nine-pence, and a flock was offered on similar terms. Traden 
seldom come this road, and gooda coosequently are more Talaed: 
where they reaort, the relative vaJue of article, i■ better understood, 
notwithstanding a high price is generally demanded for them. Bat 
the people in places little frequented, having little idea of the worth 
of thing■ they want in exchange, will also often uk more than the 
value of what they have to dispose of. Among the articles ol'end 
for sale this morning waa a bag of honey, but the price aaked waa 
about equal to ls. pE'r lb. Some of the Bmhmen brought oatrida 
egga for sale at a moderate price ; they are convenient to pack, wiU 
keep a considerable time, are in flavour agreeable, and oootain up. 
warda of a quart. The heads of aome of the Bushmen were orna
mented with an ostrich-feather on each side: they made a 8C>rt 
of music by striking their bows with a stick. Having filled one of 
our water-caaks with milk, and an additional akin-bag purchaed 
here (our friends at Kruman having already furnished us with one), 
we resumed our journey, The route still lay in some partll OYer 

stony, bushy hills, and in others over sandy flats, all abounding witla 
grass growing in tufts. We stopped en hour at sunaet to rest the 
cattle, and then travelled on till nine o'clock. The white flowen 
of a hook-thorned acacia enabled ua to keep clear of the11e for
midable bushes; but the deep furrows in the road, left by rai11o 
rendered travelling in the dark far from sgreeable, even when two 
penona walked before the waggoo to give notice of danger. It is 
very common in Africa to travel in the night, on account of the heat, 
but we always endeavour to avoid it ; and our o:r.en stand better 
than ia commonly the case ; and we make as good progress as other 
people on long journeys. 

3rd 10th mo. Reaumed our travel early, and reached Blink Klip 
in the forenoon. It takes its name (which signifies 1hining stone, or 
rock,) from a mineral obtained in the neighbourhood, (probably 
plumbago,) which is used by the natives, ixcd with greaw, for 
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amearing tl1eir hair: a red atone is alao obtained here, which they 
powder and combine in the same way for amearing their bodies : 
these form articles of traffic to distant parts, The inhabitants of 
the place are Bechuanas of the Batlara tribe; some of whom, as 
well as a few Griquas residing near, are members of the Griqua 
Town church, whither their teacher, Luku Kok, a Griqua, was 
gone; and we could not, therefore, hold communication with the 
.Bechuanu on religious subjects. The neighbouring Griquas aa
eembled in the little chapel, and I spoke to them at some length, 
under a feeling of interest that, I believe, it would have been wrong 
in me to have gone away without expressing. After a pause, one of 
their own number gave out a hymn, which they sang, and then he 
prayed in terms that proved they bad understood my Dutch, and felt 
the importance of the doctrine inculcated. A school was held here, 
but the mi1tre&1 having locked up the books and gone on a visit to 
Pbilippolia, it is suspended, A spring at this place irrigates a small 
piece of cultivated ground ; and there is another issuing from uneer 
the upper limestone, abont three miles off, by which Lukas Kok 
and family reside. Thither we removed in the evening, it being on 
our road : here also a piece of ground is cultivated under irrigation. 

4th 10th mo. After holding 1ome communication with the family 
of L. Kok, with whom we left some tracts, and purchasing a supply 
of milk, we again set forward. The beat was 10 opprellllive that we 
were obliged to stop twice (thermometer 97°); the country still much 
of the same character, Toward evening the sky became overcast, 
and there was some thunder, When we reached Ongeluk.s Fountain, 
where there is very little water, it wa■ alao very dark. We were 
glad to outspan on a stony place, !eat by proceeding we should 
meet with some serious accident, finding that we were in a dangeroua 
position, by the side of a rocky ravine. After taking 90Dle food, we 
had, as usual, devotional reading with our people, assembled around 
a fire ; and the mercy of our heavenly Father was commemorated 
in haTing protected u■ hitherto. 

6th 10th mo, Many of the Bechuanas who reside here on land 
belonging to a Griqua named Cupido Kok, brought milk to sell for 
buttons, about a dozen of which are reckoned equal in vaJue to Sd. 
After breakfast, a span of oxen, kindly sent to meet us by l■uc 
Hughes, were yoked, the others being nearly exhausted, and we 
proceeded to Moses 1''ontein, which, like lhe laat, i• in basalt. The 
water ia several feet from the surface ; and u pumps have not yet 
been introduced into this part of Africa, it is thrown up by means 
o( wooden bowls into a place for the cattle to drink at. The road 
from Mote5 Fontein laid over stony hills of silicioua 1chiatu1, 
covered with bushes, admitting a person to walk between them : 
many 0£ them were in blossom, aa well as numerous plants of 
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humbler growth, such as mesembryanthemums, &c. We were lit
voured to reach Griqua Tonm before sunset, where we again met 
a hearty welcome from Isaac and Elizabeth Hughes. 

6th 10th mo. First-day. (Griqua Town.) Persons from the varioa1 
outltations being present, the congregation this morning amounted 
to between 400 and 600. After the singing, reading, and prayer were 
as usual gone through by John Fortuin, my dear companion ad
dressed them at considerable length on the power of the crou oC 
Christ, and the necessity of believers becoming crucified to the 
world, and knowing the world crucified to them. Isaac Hughes in
terpreted into Dutch, and Lukas Kok, of Blink Klip, into Sichuana 
and Koraoa. There was a sweet sense of Divine influence over the 
meeting. The schools met in the morning, but were not held in the 
afternoon ; the time being occupied by a meeting of the members 
of the church, which is on the congregational plan, at which we 
were present by invitation. This more select, though still nu
merous company (about 800}, were favoured with a still more 
powerful sense of the Divine overshadowing; and we had fur
ther counsel to convey to them, on their responsibility in regard to 
spreading the knowledge of the Gospel, by a holy life, and the 
exercise of the various gifts they had received of the Holy Spirit, for 
the extension and edification of the church of Christ. The advan
tages of the members being united in church-discipline is striking 
here. It gives them a feeling of responsibility highly conducive to 
their own growth in grace. In the afternoon John Fortuin inter
preted for me out of Dutch into Hottentot, while I addressed a com
pany ofKoranas and Griquas, on the peaceable and loving spirit of the 
Gospel, which is too often lost sight of, especially by the former. On 
this occasion, I often referred to passages in the Dutch Testamen~ 
which, by the help of the numbers of the chapters and venes, were 
readily found in J. H. Schmelen's Hottentot version; from which 
J. Fortuin read them, and by which he was greatly assisted. We 
afterwards stepped into the Bechuana congregation, where I. Hughes 
interpreted what I had to say to them, which was chiefly on the im
portance of walking with God,--of Christians having salt in them
selves, and being at peace one with another. In the evening the 
people met to partake of what is called the Lord's Supper; but 
we believed it our place to remain in the house and wait upon the 
Lord in silence, seeking counsel respecting our future proceeding; 
some advising our taking one route, and others another. Thi.' way 
to return by Campbell does not seem to open peacefully. 

7th 10th mo.-A meeting of the members of the church, in
cluding its branches at various places, and of inquirers, was held in 
the forenoon. Three Koranas from the neighbourhood of the 
Orange River, who had been stirred up to seek the Lord in their old 
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age, were among the latter: tbeir cases excited considerable interest. 
One of them said he had listened to the Gospel for a time, when it 
was first preached in this part of the countr_v, but afterwards fell 
away from it. Another said he had also heard the message of sal
vation, but had despised it, and had trusted in his own strength and 
temporal power for satisfaction : he was then a Chief, and strong in 
body; but he had been deprived of his people, and his strength had 
waned away; and he now saw that these things were but vanity, 
and that substantial comfort was to be had only in Christ. To 
these old men, as well as to others of the company, we had much 
counsel to convey. The affairs of this church are conducted in great 
simplicity, the members at large taking an interest in them. The 
members of other churches bringing certificates nre also admitted to 
sit in their deliberations, as was the case with our attendant Motingoe 
from Kruman. In the evening the meeting of the Griqua Town 
Auxiliary to the London Missionary Society took place; at which 
I made some remarks on the manner in which the diffusion of the 
Gospel took place in early times, and denounced slavery, into 
which the Griquas are in danger of bringing the Bushmen, and 
some others of the native tribes, at least in some instances, I be
lieved it my place to declare slavery to be cursed of God, and to 
bring a curse upon all engaged in it ; and also to point out its 
c~ntrariety to the precepts of the Gospel, 

8th 10th mo,-This morning many Griquas and Bechuanas called 
at Isaac Hughes's house: among the latter was one who had been 
with a bunting party in the Baharoutsi country, which he said was 
full of people ; but they were very poor, This man confirmed the 
report we had heard, of some of the Boors having emigrated to the 
banks of a river N.E. of Masika, anJ of their carrying offBaharoutsi 
children. 

9th 10th mo.-Much time occupied in packing and other prepara
tions for travelling, and in speaking to many of the people, who 
called previously to leaving. There is a pleasant openness between 
the missionaries and people in this part of Africa; and the labours 
of the former have been attended with encouraging success of latter 
years. The number of members of the Griqua Town church is 
680; since 1834 there have been excluded for misconduct I O, died 
18, removed to other stations I O, total 88, The largest pro
portion of these are Bechuanas of different tribes: the number 
of Griqua members is next in amount. Few Koranas or Bush
men have yet been admitted into the church. At eight out-stations 
there are schools, most of which are conducted by natives, who 
have small salaries for this part of their service; perhaps 
100 rds,-£7, 10s, per annum: their religious labours are gra
tuitous, Nearly all the adult and adolescent Griquas can read the 
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Scriptures: the majority of the Koranas and Becbuanas have not 
yet attained the art of reading, and but very few of the Bushmen. 
The last are a very unsettled people. There are about 14-0 Becbo
anas in the first-day. schools, exclusive of 150 at the Batlapi towns 
on the Vaal River; making :l90 adult scholars. About 4-0 adult.a 
(nearly all Griquas) can write. There are about 800 children in the 
schools, about 270 of whom can read. Writing has hilherto been 
taught only in the school at Griqua Tower, where 85 have copy-boolts. 
In arithmetic ZO have reached multiplication, J 5 division, and 10 
reduction and practice. The slates used in the Griqua Town school 
are obtained in a kloof to the eastward : they are thick, but answer 
the designed purpose well. 

10th 10th mo.-Completed the preparations for travelling. Our 
friends here have kindly converted the wheat sent usby F. Arbousaet 
into a sort of rusks, and got our CafFer corn ground, or divested of 
the husk, in which state it takes much leas time to cook than with 
the husk on, and this is important on the road. We have not been 
Rhle to set forward on account of the straying of a horse. Se.era! 
people called to take leave of us: among them was an aged deaconess 
of the Becbuana nation, who formerly interpreted for Isaac Hughes, 
but now is not needed in that service, as he speaks the language 
with facility. She remarked, that without fresh wood the fire was 
in danger of going out ; but added, that now they had got a little 
fresh fuel, she hoped they might burn up brightly. This "as in 
allusion to our visit, which seems to have comforted many. 

J Ith 10th mo.-The waggon was started early, but we remaintd 
with the horses till after noon. In the mean time conversation took 
place with Isaac Hughes respecting the destruction of some Bushmen 
in the neighbourhood. The circumstances were as follows. The 
Griquas foresaw at the beginning of the winter, that from the state of 
the country the Bushmen would be pressed by hunger, and invited 
them to come to Griqua Town and!!hare the trial of scarcity with them
aelvea. This the Bushmen declined; and, in the time of trial, stole 
and killed cattle belonging to the Griquas, who became exaaperated, 
and were desirous of going out against the depredators. W aterboer 
and P. Wright were at this time in Cape Town. Jsaac Hughes 
used all his influence to prevent such RD expedition ; and when he 
could no longer prevent it, he set forth to the parties the reaponsi• 
bility of taking human life: this the temporary captain (acting on 
behalf of Waterboer in his absence) promised to avoid; but in the 
time of excitement, when a pany of Bushmen who had taken refuge 
in a cave refused to aurrt-nder, they were destroyed by collecting 
fuel al the cave's mouth, and setting it on fire. Some of the per
sons on this "commando" were members oi the church, who consi
dered themselves under the necessity of going out on the occasion 
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as soldier11, b«ause commanded by the captain. Such are the griev
ous errors that are run into for want of understanding that all war 
is contrary to the Gospel, and that man is only bound acti\'ely to 
obey where the commands of those in authority are consonant with 
the laws of God: in all other cases his Christian duty is to say, 
" Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye." This affair has not yet been investigated 
by Waterboer, who is only lately returned from the Cape, and P. 
Wright has not yet arrived. We took leave of T. and E. Hughes 
and some of the people, with whom we have been favoured at 
times to feel much of our Heavenly Father"s love, and pro
ceeded southward down a valley in the direction of the Orange 
River, about eighteen miles, passing a Bechuana village at Groote 
Doorn, where there is a pool, at which the horses and cattle drank, 
and which was thickly margined with thirsty bees, for water is scarce 
in this country. Pursuing the dry course of the Sand River, we 
reached a clump of kameldooms, under the lea of which we out
spanned for the night, 

12th 10th mo. The dawn of the day was enlivened by the coo
ing of the turtledoves aud the chattering of guineafowl. Some 
of the low hills about this place (Bee's Fountain, now dried up) are 
of limestone, others of the ferruginous silicious schistus: they are 
decorated with the gay yellow bushes or rhigozum: many other 
shrubs are also now in blossom. We reached the open flat by the side 
of the Orange River before noon, and heard human voices, but 
the people fled before we could reach them. At length we discovered 
a few huts among the bushes near the river, which is thickly mar
gined with willows and other trees, and here we found Leonart Balie, 
the Bushman teacher, who is a Griqua, and a smith called " Oud 
Piet," the latter of whom repaired the drag-shoe of our waggon, 
while we conversed with the people, who at first seemed scarcely to 
understand our speech ; but they gladly accepted a few tracts, and 
took charge of an axe-head for Cupido Kok, as a part of the small 
recompense he received for the feeding of our cattle, These people 
were very desirous of our staying with them over to-morrow ; but 
they admitted that to cross the river now, while it was rordable, was 
safest for us, as there were threatenings of rain, and it had already 
been flooded three times this year, When all was ready one of 
the men waded over the river before the waggon, supporting 
himself by a long stick, and others assisted with the loose horses. 
In some places the current was considerable, and the water up 
to the naves of the wheels, but we were all favoured to reach 
the opposite shore in safety. On the flat of the Orange River that 
we have just left, some ground was lately cultivated under irrigation 
by pumps ; but a flood washed down the work that supported the 
machinery, and in consequence the operations are suspended till it 
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can be restored on a more secure plan. The water requires to be 
raised about 30 feet. 

13th 10th mo. Twice to-day (it being the first of the week.) 
we spent a little time in silent waiting upon the Lord. I was sen
sil,le of the presence of the Comforter, notwithstanding beiog over
powered with drowsiness at intervals, with which I am much op
pressed generally at such seasons in a close waggon and hot weather. 
Solitary walks are much more lively devotional opportunities to my• 
self; nevertheless it does not seem right to give up the oilier. 
Twire we also read with the people, and on the second occasion 
had the company of " 0ml Piet," who is a thoughtful, discreet 
man, and of Lconart Balie and some of bis sons and grand
sons, who brought with them some milk, the men wading and 
the boys swimming over the river. One of the sons remained 
to show us the way to-morrow. In returning, the whole party 
waded, the men holding the boys by the hand : custom and skill 
make them count liule of crossing either in this way when the 
water is low, or by swimming in times of flood. The cattle were 
turned up a kloof to the east of the elevated bare hill on which the 
waggon stood, this being considered best for shelter, food, and pro
tection from lions, which sometimes prowl to the westward, and 
might rob us of an ox or a horse. In the evening a violent wind, 
bringing clouds of dust, preceded vivid lightning, loud thunder, and 
heavy rain. After the storm was past I read a Dutch hymn, on the 
Day of Judgment, to the people, and made a few comments on our 
preservation during the storm-the uncertainty of human life, and 
the testimony borne by the works of God to his power and good
ness. 

14th 10th mo. By the side of the river is an arborescent bu1h 
with shining leaves and hooked prickles, common also in CafFraria, 
and various parts of the colony. This with the Gariepine willow 
and a large trifoliate rhus are the principal trees on the banks of 
this great drain of Southern Africa, among the stones of which 
were a few containing fossil madrepores. The limestone of Griqna 
Town has been said to contain fossils of this tribe, bot I am 
satisfied that they are only the pipe-like encrustration1 that have 
surrounded the bases of reeds which have grown in the courae 
of the water that formerly flowed from the spring, and encrusted 
charre. Both these are still growing in the watery places near 
the encrustations. In sandy places all over this part of Africa, 
and especially on the banks of this river, are two species of tri
bulus, one with blossoms as large as a shilling, of a lively pale yellow. 
Low plants with flowers half an inch across, of delicate, deep blue, be
longing to acanthacere, also enliven the desert, often in its driest 
portions. There was more thunder and rain in the course of the 
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day. Our guide returned at noon from the place marked on Arrow
smith's map, Brak Fontein, where the dried-up pools had been re
plenished by the recent rain: the way had been so little tracked that 
it was difficult to find, and the country was extremely rough with 
loose stones ; it was also very poor, consisting of sandy flats, with 
little grass, and a thin sprinkling of bushy plants, between low flat
topped hills of Basalt on the upper Limestone. A herd of harte
beests, two ostriches, some paauws, crows, Namaqua partridges, and 
lizards were seen in the course of the journey. We outspanned hy 
a clump of doornbooms that supplied us with plenty of fuel for fires 
to dry wet clothes by. While reading an ostrich set up its lion-like 
cry and a hyena howled near the waggon : it also disturbed us several 
times in the early part of the night, but did us no injury. 

16th 10th mo. The oxen travelled far for grass: when this is 
the case they appear to scent it, and to follow one another in a line 
to the place, so that when their track or "spoor" is found, it is beaten 
like a footpath. In the middle of the forenoon we came to a pool 
of water with grass around it, where we stopped an hour to let tlie 
cattle drink and feed. At a short distance tliere was another pool re
cently filled by the rain. We next reached the Orange River, nearly 
opposite to where we were at noon on the 6th ult., and at the place 
marked on the map Nu Gariep Station : here were the remains of 
old cattle-kraals, but no people. The willows were fine on the river's 
bank, and there was nice grass under them. Plenty of guineafowl 
were running about 11mong the bushes, but none of our people 
could kill any. Our stock of animal food is reduced to one piece 
of biltong, dried flesh usually eaten without cooking, to which 
custom not only reconciles but gives a relish for. In the evening 
we outspanned on an elev~ted sandy place, where there was plenty 
of grass and a few scattered little trees of the grey-leaved acacia, 
the foliage of which resembles some species of fern. 

J 6th 10th mo. In the course of the journey we came at a narrow 
kloof, at the end of which the Orange River ran in a deep fissure; 
it is now swollen, but is nevertheless 20 feet below the top of the rocks, 
which it overflows in great floods, spreading itself in a wide sandy bed. 
The waggon stopped a mile up the kloof, where there was water and 
young reeds, on which the cattle and horses browzed freely ; they 
also eat young grass, which it was impracticable to keep the loose ones 
from entirely, and in consequence, in ascending a hill, one of them 
fell down and died before any help could be afforded. It is a rare 
thing for cattle to die from repletion in Southern Africa. The grass 
in this part of the country is in patches, and generally in separate 
tufts; but where it is unbrowzed travelling cattle can sometimes get 
a good supply. Animals seen to-day: a roode-kat or Cape-lynx, a 
spring bok, hares, seven ostriches, and two species of bustard. 
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17th 10th mo. We re-entered the colony at Duwvenaar'a Fontein, 
the property of Michael van Nieuwkerk, an active Field-comet, who 
baa several sons married and settled here: they are extensive~ 
farmers, and have chiefly Bushmen attendants, who appear to live in 
as poor a manner as well can be conceived to be connected with 
civilized life; but the meanest huts and clothing, with the offal 
of sheep and the like for food, if it be regularly supplied, is an ad
vance upon their accommodation and food as they live in tbe sild1 
of the country, and I do not suppose they consider themselves mr 
kindly treated here. M. van Nieuwkerk was absent when we ani•ed, 
but be returned in the afternoon ; be bad been to Colesberg attend
ing the first Circuit Court that bas been held there, at which a Dutch 
trader from Beaufort was tried, whom Nieuwkerk bad pursued o•n ( 
the frontier and apprehended for beating a Hottentot on the feet and j 
leaving him in such a state that be was not only nearly perishing from 
hunger, but that be lost both bis feet. When the merciless man learned 
that the Hottentot's life was in danger he was afraid of prosecution for r 
murder, and therefore took the sufferer over the river that be might not 
die in the colony. The man was sentenced to six months' imprison
ment and a fine of £10 for maltreating one of the Queen's subjects. 
Thus the power of British law is extending itself for the protectioo of 
the oppressed, and it certainly has effected a considerable change since 
the time when Dr. Vanderkemp and James Read began their Chris-

• tian labours near Algoa Bay, when a neighbouring Boor shot a Hot
tentot on his way to join them, and took possession of bis horse, and 
escaped with impunity. The families here received a few tracts 
tbapkfully, but way did not open for any other religious service,excep& 
in the way of conversation, 

18th 10th mo. We set forward about eleven o'clock, having re
plenished our provisions ; and passing round the end of a basaltic bill 
near the river, took a southerly course, and in two hours arrived at 
Doorbolt, the habitation of a young Boor, with a healthy wife and 
rising family. A few tracts were here ·received thankfully, and we were 
supplied gratuitously with milk and butter. These people had not 
long resided at this place, but were making some improvements: the 
servants were Bushmen, except one Becbuana and an lri1hman. 
The last was busy perforating the limestone rock, out of which 
a small spring issued, that watered the garden : if more water could 
be obtained, it was intended to extend cultivation, the river being 
distant and too low for its waters to be used for irrigation, without 
machinery. After travelling till nine o'clock, the cattle and horses 
were fastened to the waggon, to prevent their wasting their strength 
by searching for food in this inhospitable region, and after each 
eating a biscuit with a little sour milk, we all retired to rest. 

19th 10th mo, A ride of about two hours and a half, brought us to 
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Sand Fountain early in the day. Here are the remains of two muil 
houses and a few Bushmen's huts, at a nice little spring of water, 
issuing from under the upper limestone. The land is studded with 
small bushes; and about the foot of some contiguous low basaltic 
hil111 there is a little grass. A little milk was obtained of the 
Bushmen, for some tobacco, of which they are extremely fond. 
The day was very hot, so as to prevent travelling till toward even
ing, when three hours brought us to Leuw Fontan, where we out
spanned Ly moonlight near a pool of water. 

20th 10th mo. First-day. We had an early visit from Philipus de 
Prie, the proprietor of the place where we had taken the liberty of 
stationing our waggon, and with which he signified approbation, in
viting us also to his house. At ten o'clock we joined the family; 
who were u1embled for devotional purposes : we found an openness 
to testify among them to the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, and 
to the gift of the Holy Spirit through him. P. de Prie is a widower, 
of French extraction, with four children, two of whom, a son and a 
daughter, are married and live in the place. We joined them again 
in the evening, and had some further service, in which the heathen 
state of our European forefathers in the time of the apostles was 
pointed out, and the effect of the Gospel when it came to be preached 
among them : this was shown to be the same as is now preached 
among the heathen neighbours of the colonists of South Africa, and 
similar in it.11 effects; bringing those who receive the grace of God 
into reconciliation with Him through the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
making them brothers in Christ to all true believers of whatsoever 
nation or colour. This is a kind of doctrine we have often to preach 
in this country, where there has been a disposition to doubt the 
rlaims of the coloured races to Christian fellowship, and such an 
ignorance of ecclesiastical history, as to render proofs of a nry 
decisive character necessary to produce conviction, that white men 
were not from the earliest ages Christians, and the chosen people of 
God. There seemed an ear open to hear in this family; but generally 
there is a self-complacency connected with the idea of being Chris
tians-the people little suspecting that often, practically, heathenism 
lurks under this covering. 

21st 10th mo. Leuw Fontein is also on the upper limestone; (the 
under has disappeared since leaving Read's Drift;) the ,vater is 
accumulnted in two dams, the better to irrigate a few acres of corn
land, on which is a fine crop, ready to shoot into ear. There is also a 
good garden at this place. We proceeded on our journey about 
eight o'clock, and reached Waive Kop, where the young men of De 
Prie's family and some neighbours were hunting lions on the 19th 
inst., which had killed an ox and a horse, within a few days. They 
succeeded in killing three (one a lioness) but saw several others that 
escaped, One of the Hottentots was thrown down by one of the 
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lions ; and it was shot off the man. We remained here but a short 
time ; and after we were gone, one of our Bechuanas said be saw the 
foot-prints of a lion at the watering-place, and the driver said, he 
also saw them across the road, on the way to Bokke Kraal, a place 
about two hours' further, and a little beyond which we rested for the 
night. After duly considering the subject, it was concluded to let 
the cattle remain loose, lest if a lion should come among them they 
should damage the wag~n. Yesterday the thermometer was 96° 
in the waggon, and 99° in the shade outside, with a strong 
northerly wind; to-day the wind is southerly and very piercing: 
the thermometer at noon 64°. We feel the cold keenly, as do 
also the cattle, which have got among the bushes for shelter. 
Probably the change may prove a blesaiog to us in this neigh
bourhood, where lions are so numerous, as they will not move 
from their retreats in 1uch a return of cold, unless greatly preaed 
by hunger. A considerable number of ostriches, a herd of harte
beesu, and some smaller mammalia, such as meer-kats and roode
muisen, also a flock of blue cranes, and bustards of two species, 
were seen to-day. The beetles, which I think I mentioned in the 
early part of our journey, as industriously propelling balls of dung, 
are exceedingly numerous here. Some noticed this morning roJied 
masses twenty yards on the sandy ground, and then buried them by 
working the sand from underneath : they came in all directions for 
their treasure, speedily detaching portions, which when rolled were 
three quarters to one inch and a quarter in diameter ; and for these 
they sometimes fought, casting one another off with great fury: two 
often join at rolling one piece alternately, when tired resting upon it, 
so as to act as a counterpoise in assisting the other, which pushes it 
backward: whether these balls are used for food or to deposit eggs 
in I do not know, as both they and their rollers were eventually 
buried out of my sight. 

22nd 10th mo. The thermometer fell to 36° in the waggon during 
the night. The cattle were driven by the piercing wind to leek 
shelter in an adjacent hoek, pronounced hook, or bay in the hills. 
No lions or other beasts of pre.v were permitted to disturb our 
slumbers. Soon after sunrise, seven vultures soared away from an 
adjacent eminence, as if to see for the remains of what lions might 
have left in the adjoining plain. The following anecdote, related by 
Isaac Hughes al Griquo. Town, may serve to illustrate the associa
tion of lions and vultures. A Bushman, residing near the Orange 
River, in tJte direction of Hardcastle Kloof, was lately out hunting, 
with some of his companions ; but observing a considerable number 
of asvogels (i. e. vultures, literally flesh-birds) soaring in the air, be 
concluded some animal had been accidentally killed, of which he 
might possibly obtain a share: he therefore left the rest of the com
pa~y and repaired to the spot, where he found a hartebeest lying, ufF 
which he drove a number of vultures. On doing this a lion, whicli 
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he supposed had killed the hartebcest, and satisfied its hunger, came 
from behind a neighbouring bush Rnd growled at him, Petrified 
with fear the Bushman 11tood perfectly still. The lion walked round 
him so dose as to brush him with its tail, uttering at the same time 
a low growl: it then went to a short distance and sat down, looking 
at the Bushman, who kept his eye upon it, and drew back a few 
paces; but when he drew back the lion advanced; he therefore 
stood quite still for some time; and at length the lion retired a 
little and lay down. The Bushman seized the opportunity, picked 
up a few straws of dry grass, and began to try to strike a light: but 
as soon as the lion heard the tapping of the flint and steel, he rose 
again and \\'alked around the Bushman, brushing him as before: 
again he was still, and again the lion retired. The Bushman once 
more plied his flint and steel, and again the lion advanced from his 
retreat ; but at this moment the Bushman succeeded in obtaining a 
light, yet such was his terror, that, forgetting himself, he continued 
blowing at it till it scorched his face. The lion made a stand when 
he saw the flame; ancl, as this increased when the burning grass was 
dropped into a dry bush, the lion fled. The Bushman, who had 
Leen thus detained from noon to sunset, lost no time, when the lion 
was sufficiently far gone, in making his retreat also: he said he 
thought he never ran so fast before; and when he reached his com
panions he was pale and sick with fright. 

Our road now winds among flat-topped basaltic hills interspersed 
with others of a conical form, and separated by sandy plains of a 
limited extent: these are generally clothed with low bushy me
sembryanthemums and other undershrubs, but there is a little grass 
about the foot of the hills. We travelled about seven hours to 
Modder Fontein, where a family, named Potgieter, were residing. 
A few miles further, nsrendiog by a narrow pass, we came upon 
an open elevated country, from which there was a fine view of the 
surrounding hills, and as we advanced, of the Sneeuwbergen in 
the distance. On descending a little, the shelter of a low hill 
was taken for protection from a cutting blast, which I have faced 
to-day in a suit of duffie, and in the morning with the addition of 
a kaross, walking at the same time to keep up warmth. Motingoe 
not understanding Dutch sufficiently to act promptly at the command 
of the driver, Seberioe returned to leading the oxen, and the horses 
were driven along witl1 the loose cattle . 

. ~3rd 10th mo. A wolf (hyena) disturbed the horses in the night; 
and having been left to browze without knee-haltering, they galloped 
off', pursued by the ravenous be11sl: Abraham followed and fired a shot, 
that drove off the wolf, and the horses returned to near the waggon. 
Morning discovered that we were not far from the temporary station 
of a Vee Boor, i. e. cattle farmer, with a large flock of sheep, and a 
considerable herd of cattle. This class of men travel from place to 
place, with their flocks and herds, as the pasturage is consumed. or 
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the water fails, dwelling in waggona, with the addition of tents or 
temporary huts. Two waggona and a hut were occupied by this 
party. A little further along under the same ridge of hills, lying to 
the right of our road, were a ruined farm-house, and close to it a mat 
hut, in which some people who were feeding a few goats were living. 
There was rain-water in pools on the adjacent plain ; at the opposite 
side of which we came at Wash Banks, where the houses were all 
empty. The "forsaking in the midst of this land" has been the 
effect of drought, and of a disposition to emigrate, from the common 
causes operating in the colony. Further on we passed two huts, 
both of which were empty, notwithstanding one of them had a door 
of quagga skin, and from a distance a man was seen to leave it, 
descending through a pass in the basaltic bills. We arrived at 
Seven Fountains, where three families were residing. The master 
of one of these houses said they had suffered greatly from drought, 
but now were replenished with water, and his garden was revived, 
and the promise of a good crop of fruit cheered them. At this 
place thirteen deaths occurred from measles, among the white 
population and their coloured servants; and the son of a widow 
named De Beer, now sojourning here, appears to be at the point of 
death. When we left this place a present of salted meat was sent af1er 
us from one of the families who had received a few tracta. We 011t-

1panned in the evening at a deserted place named Leuwin Fontein. 
As we approached it, a wide and far-extended vale was occupied by 
a herd of springboks spread in countless thousands as far as the eye 
could reach, The gay yellow rhigozum still decorates some of the 
hills: others are covered with a purple mesembryanthemum: seven! 
species of the last genus are now in blossom. There are still tracS 
of lime among the basalt in some places; in others argillaceo111 
rock appears; and where we outspanned at night there was aancl
stone. Thermometer 64° at noon. 

24th 10th mo. We journeyed by Bad Fontein, where a Hottentot 
family were in charge, and passed an empty house after noon. 
Having taken a track a little more to west than was designed, ft 
came toward evening to Jagers or Jaars Fontein, where we had con
versation with a Boor and his family, and left a few tracts ; and then 
went on to a pass among basaltic hills, where finding water we rested 
for the night. The country travelled over to-day was poor; its 
vegetation almost eaten up by springboks, which are in vast herd,. 

25th 10th mo. About noon we reached Bonte Bok Kraal, where 
there is an empty house. Some relatives of the family at Doorbult 
passed us in a waggon, having a sick child. We spoke 10 them at the 
place where they outspanned; and they afterwards sent the Irishmaa, 
that accompanied them, to request me to return, the child being worse, 
and they were afraid,dying: it had taken a severe cold, and bad symp
toms of croup: like man.v other children of the Boors, it was eices· 
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11ively fat, having been greatly overfed. I returned with suitable 
medicine, and the child was relieved. After counsefling the parents 
against the mistaken notion, that giving the children great quantities 
of food is for their advantage, l followed the waggon, passed some 
herds of springboks, and a few gnus, and had fine views of the 
Sneeuwberg, and also of the mountains in the direction of Colesberg. 
For some days we have been on the country called Winter Veld. 
After the sun set I could hardly keep warm by walking. The waggon 
was to have stopped at a deserted place called Honger Fontein, 
(Hunger Fountain,) but being discom·Aged by the poor prospect for 
food for the cattle, they had gone forward, as I could perceive by the 
wheel-tracks, I therefore pursued them across a sterile plain, and 
found them outspanned among some bushes on a rocky hillock, at a 
still more miserable place, called Kaai Plaats, ( Bare Place,) whither 
the other family soon followed, being desirous to be near us if the 
child should be worse: they presented us with a springbok that one 
of their people had killed : it was very acceptable, our meat l,eing 
nearly done. 

26th I 0th mo. Poor a place as Kaai Plants is, there is a little 
rivulet by which a few acres of land are watered, which are sown 
with corn : both our cattle and those of the other waggon finding no 
other food, strayed about till they found this out ; but, happily, the 
dogs barked; and the Boor residing on the spot having seen the 
light of the fires, had put his people on the alert ; they therefore 
sallied forth at the barking of the dogs, and captured the intruders, 
which were driven into a cattle-kraal. The owner of the land was 
moderate in his complaints of trespass, little actual damage having 
taken place; and a small present to his wife, n pleasant motherly
looking woman-and to his grandchildren, brought all to a good 
understanding, and we were kindly invited to partake of the "mor
gen maal," (morning meal,) which has more of the character of 
dinner than of breakfast. The Dutch have a similar meal about 
eight in the evening, and these are the only times they eat 
in the country ; the first meal being about ten or eleven o'clock. 
A cup of coffee is generally taken early in the morning, and 
frequently another, or a cup of tea, at uncertain intervals during 
the day, in the remoter places often without either milk or sugar; 
and it is common to offer this beverage to strangers, rather than 
wine or strong drink. Often we have been thus refreshed: per
sons happening to be present when the morning dram, (or soupie,) 
used in many parts, is taken, are generally invited to participate, and 
likewise in their more substantial meals. Some travellers find fault 
with the quantity of sheep-tail fat used in cooking the latter; but, 
after our long journeyings, this forms no obstacle with my dear 
companion nor with myself. The horses had gone several miles back 
in search of grass and shelter. We proceeded to Kraan Vogel Valei, 
where thrre were pools of water with moorhens 1:1J!·R9 I<{~; bnt fin<l-
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ing little grass, we proceeded in the afternoon to near Paanl Fontein, 
and stationing the waggon where some tall rushes near a pool 
afforded shelter for the men, the cattle wt:re driven to an adjacent 
mountain named Tafel Berg, for forage and protection from the cold 
110utherly wind. Our journeys to-day only occupied three hours and 
a half, the oxen being hungry and weak. Here some of oar pany 
killed n lynx, and there were traces of otters. Springboks were very 
abundant. On the top of a contiguous bill of rough basalt there 
were remains of the shelters of Bushmen, and some broken shells of 
ostrich-eggs left by them: the shelters had been formed of stones. 

!7th 10th mo. First-day. We remainecl near Paard Fontein, and 
had the usual religious opportunities with our men, and the re
mainder of the day was spent in retirement at the place or in walking. 
The rattle were tied up in the evening, lest they 11hould stray too far 
in search of food, or get upon the cultivated grounds of the Boors, 
several residing within a few miles. The seclusion of 1mch a situa
tion is sometimes agreeable: but the cooking, &c., going on at the 
waggon materially diminishes the qniet. Upon the whole, First-day 
is more completely a day of rest to myself in ll town, and where the 
servants are disposed to make it so, to them also, as far a!I regards 
useful purposes. The manner in v. hich such as cannot read often 
sleep fi1Way such portions of the time as are not necessarily occupied 
otherwise is illustrative of the declaration, that for the soul to be with
out knowledge is not good. 1 have never before bttn so much im
pressed with the gn•at privilege of being able to read :is I now am 
from long and close aswciation with two individuals who cannot 
read ; and whose fatiguing occupations and prejudices disincline them 
to learn. 

28th 10th mo. A ride of an hour and a half brought us to 
Krygcrs Fo!ltcin, wl1ere the family accepted a few tracts grate
fully. This establishment, like those of most other Boors in this 
country, consists of a rude farm-bonse of one story, thinly fur
nished ; a few smaller habitations, occupied by coloured servants; 
kraals, or folds for cattle, along the tops of the walls of which cake$ 
of dung are arranged to dry for fuel; anil a garden and a small piece 
of corn-land irrigated from a spring, the water of which soon sinks 
again into the ground. These are generally surrounded by a wil
derness of scattered bushes mid-h•g high, with n little grass, io tufts, 
browzed by sheep and larger c-attle, and by thousands of springl,oks. 
We now entered among the hills of the Sneeuwbcrgen by an eiisy 
pass, and came to Dasses Fontein, where we purchased milk for 7d. 
a gallon, and butter for gd. a pound, of a civil Boor named Jan 
Ekker, who could speak n little English. In the evening we out
spanned at the foot of an isolated basaltic hill and a more continuous 
cliff, in a winding valley where there was water and a little gras:il. 
Here a few small red hares were obtained amohg• ,J·ocks. 
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!9th 10th mo. Pursued our journey through a series of valleys. 
The country argillaceous, or argillaceous sandstone and basalt with 
thin vegetation, but supporting considerable herds of cattle. We 
passed two farms with strips of land irrigated from adjacent kloofs. 
We now seem to have left the springboks, and have seen little 
game and few wild-fowl to-day. Our restina-place this evening was 
at Klip Fontein, near Zuur l'laats, where I°had some conversation 
with the proprietor of a cottage, prolessed to be a house of entertain
ment, who seemed not insensiule to religious impressions. 

:J0th 10th mo. We travelled over some country of considerable 
elevation : the views here arc very grand, the country being the most 
mountainous of any we hnve visited. Compass Berg, the most ele
vated portion, is of great altitude. We out spanned at a pince called 
the Poortje, near the house of a Field-cornet, of whom a sheep was 
purchased for 7s. 6d. The family, like those of many of the 
Boors of South Africa, was very large. 

81st 10th mo. While the waggon was preparing, I ascended one 
of the numerous flat-topped mountains of basalt and clayslate, 
with which the Sneeu 1, berg district abounds. Flowers and grass 
were interspersed among the large stones on the most elevated por
tions: among the former was Myosota sylvaticn, the most delicate 
English forget-me-not, which did not fail to excite many pleasant re
collections. Several plants of interest were also on the sloping base. 
Within the last day'11 travel the bushes have become larger, and 011 

descending the Sneeuwuergen at Oudberg, by a long inclined plane 
cut in the side of a valley, vegetation assumed an aspect more like 
what we have been accustomed to see in the middle and eastern parts 
of the colony. In the a~ernoon we met a Door journeying for Port 
Natal, with a horse-waggon and four OX·M ng-;.:ons. The infatuation 
that induces many of this class to leave places of comparative com
fort still prevails extensively, and is greatly to ue lamemed. We 
outspanned in the evening near to Graatf Rcinet, having been 
favoured within the last two months to travel in safety over nearly 
800 mile!! of our ox-waggon journey. Surely we have great reason 
to be thankful to the Author of all our mercies, nnd to desire an in
crease in dedication to Him who loved us and died for us, to whom 
be glory for ever. 

1st 11 th mn. We rode on hor~cback through II narrow pass 
into Graajf Rei11et, and made our way to the house of Andrew 
and Mary Murray, to whom we had a letter of introduction from 
John Pears, and whose praise is in all the churches of South Africa, 
on account of 1heir t·nre for all labourers in the Gospel, to whom 
their house and their hearts nre always open, and from whom we 
received a most cordial welcome. A. Murray is minister of the 
Reformed Dutch church here, and a native f~ he ~en; and his 
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wife, who is a sister of our friend G. W. Stegman, the Lutheran 
minister of Cape Town, is an Afrikander, or a white oatiYe of the 
Cape colony. Scberioe was despatched back to the waggoo to bring 
it also to A.Murray's, and the oxen were sent undercharge of Abraham 
and Motingoe to Matjea Fontcin, about ten miles back on the road, 
to feed, graBS being more abundant there than nearer the town. At 
Graaff Reinet a packet of letters reached us from our dear English 
friends: mine were from my beloved sisters E. and S. B. Gnd" 
Reinct is said to have a population of about 8,000 persons: at one 
time the number was nearly 4,000; the district is uid to contain 
about 9,000; its present extent is about 10,000 square miles. 

2nd 11th mo. Jn the evening we had a meeting in tl1e missioa 
chapel, with coloured people and a few Dutch. J addressed them 
in English, whicl1 A. Murray interpreted, as it seemed doubtful 
whether they would understand my broken Dutch, not being ac:cus
tome<l to variety of preachers. 

3rd 11 th mo. First-day. In the afternoon a school was held in the 
Government schoolroom by A. Murray and two assistants. This 
place is fitted up on the plan of the British and Foreign School 
Society, but is at present without a teacher for the week-day school. 
The exercises were scriptural and catechetical, and the attendance 
was considerable for a wet day, rain falling heavily at intervals. My 
dear companion addressed the juvenile company at the conclusion, 
much to my satisfaction. At three o'clock, a small English congre
gation, to which A. Murray usually preaches, assembled in the pub
lic place oC worship; but the opportunity was given over to us, and 
I had much close labour with them. Jn point of order and piety 
they rank below the Dutch inhabitants. In the evening a consider. 
able company of white and coloured persons assembled in the chapel: 
way was again made for us to address them, and we were strengthened 
to set forth the ndvant11gcs of early dedication to the Lord. 

4th 11 th mo. Was chiefly occupied in writing. Several persona 
called at A. Murray's, intending in so doing to show us respect. lo 
the evening a meeting was held in the mission chapel, in which we 
had an opportunity of informing a numerous assembly respecting 
the progress of the Gospel among the coloured population of 
Southern Africa, and their advancement in civilization. Meetings 
of this kind are calculated to weaken the old prejudices of the co
lonists, which are declining here, In the course of the meeting a 
few observations were made on temperance ; which is a subject the 
people here are not prepared to come together upon, most of them 
not only making wine but also brandy. 

5th 11th mo. 1889, Accompanied by Andrew Murray, we 
called on W. C. Van Rynevel<l, the Civil Co mission r, to whom we 
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had a letter of introduction from George Thompson. We walked 
likewise to the top of a little hill which commands a good view of the 
town; it is embosomed among argillareous mountains, some of which 
may be J,500 feet high; their slopes, some of which ere bushy, are 
now verdant to the top: several interrupted lines of cliffs intersect 
them at various elevations ; and, near the base, the shale has slipped 
down in several places, 10 as to (orm bare steeps. The town is upon 
a crescent-shaped fiat, bordered by the Sunday's River, in which there 
is now but liule water. The streets cross at right-angles, and are 
margined with lemon-trees ; the intervening squares are filled up 
with vineyards and gardens, having hedges of lemon, pomegranate, 
or quince, and being watered from a copious spring in the neighbour
hood, by means of ditches : after irrigating the land, the superfluous 
water passes into the river. The gardens are stocked with orange, 
pear, apricot, and peach trees ; and the houses, which stand sepa
rately, are built in Dutch style, and whitewashed, and have olean
ders and meliaa or other ornamental trees in front. The longest 
street is about an English mile. The place of worship belonging to 
the Reformed Dutch church has a lofty tower and a neat spire. 
The whole place, at this season of the year, presents a very attractive 
appearance. The blossoms of the oleander (Ceylon-rose), melia 
(white cedar or wilde syringe), and the pomc-granate are very beau
tiful, and the air is perfumed by the vine. The place is neverthe
less not accounted very healthy in summer; being so much inclosed 
by hills the heat is great, and miasmata may probably ascend from 
so large a surface of irrigated land. 

The jail is one of the poorest buildings in the place: it is badly 
constructed, but, compared with many others, it is roomy. On 
entering there is a room for convicts, of whom there are about 80 
working in irons un the roads, and a second in which are confined 
two Bushmen under sentence of death for murder. The passage 
at the first angle opens to en inner yard, where 18 persons 
are suffering under sentences of various but short periods : they 
wear handcuffs passed on short bars, and sleep in two rooms, having 
accommodation for 40 prisoners. The prison is regularly visited 
by A. Van Lingen, under whose instruction some of the prisoners 
are thought to have profited, especially the younger of the two Bush
men. To the credit of the colony, persons convicted of murder are 
not hurried into eternity as in England, but they are allowed about 
a month to prepare for death. After calling also on A. Van Lingen 
and a few other persons, we returned to the hoi:pitable dwelling of 
the Murrays, and spent most of the remainder of the day in writing. 

6th 11th mo. In company with A. and M. Murray and some 
other persons, we dined with W. C. Van Ryneveld and his family 
at the Drosdy House, one of whom we found strongly prejudiced 
against the Hottentots, and greatly misapprehending the views 
of the London Mis11ionary Society, in reg rd t ~taking the Hot-
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upon lions, which arc not now numerous in this neighbourhood, but 
in the hunting of which both our hoet and his son h&Ye been engaged 
at various times, W. C. Van Ryneveld assured ua that on one oc• 
casion, when out with a party of Boors, they came upon sevente-en 
lions, out of which number they killed five: but not before one had 
brought a Hottentot to the ground and mangled his leg. The idea 
that lions nnd eagles are solitary animals is founded in error. 

7th I Ith mo. We parted (rom our truly kind-hearted and Chris
tian friends Andrew and Maria Murray and their family, and pro-

- ceeded about four hours on the way toward Beaufort, crossing the 
Sundays River three times, and the Zwnrte River once. 

8th 11th mo. Crossed a branch of the Zwarte River, and at 
noon outspanned by a large, shallow pool, where there were some 
doornbooms. The country covered with Karroo plants, but having 
some strong bushy hills. We are indeed only entering upon the 
Great Karroo, by a road that cannot be traversed in dry weath<'r on 
account of scarcity of water, and which lies under the Camdcl>oo 
mountains, that seem to be a branch from the Sneeuwbcrg range. 
At night the people had to dig for water in the bed of a rain
torrent. 

9th 11 th mo. While the herdsman was bringing up the cattle 
from under an adjacent mountain, I ascended to near its craggy top. 
A hyena, which probably was sick, or hnd caught no prey l1U1t night 
and was hungry, was crying among the bushes till after eight o'clock 
this morning. In the course of my ramble I set up two rietholts 
and a long-enred hare, and saw a large tortoise. Joining the wag;on 
on the road, we traversed the margin or an extensive plain, passed 
through a small wood of doornboom, and outspanned at noon on 
the premises of a Boor on the Camdeboo River, where the wuter 
was led out by a ditch so as to irrigate a garden and vineyard, 
nnd some corn-land. Three families reside in this spot, with 
whom we had conversation, and lelt a few tracts. A little Caffer 
and Indian corn for seed were also given to the owner of the 
cultivated ground, as well as some date-stones. The last and a few 
other seeds that may prove useful we have distributed extensively in 
the course of our journey. The afternoon was hot, but we travelled 
about two hours and reached some rain-pools in the bed of a moun
tain-torrent, among which were tall and bushy doombooms that 
proved a friendly shelter from a cold S. E. wind that sprang up in 
the evening. A few springhoks and paauws (species of bustard) 
were seen to-day. Distant farms are seen here and there in the 
valleys among the mountains, and now and then we meet travellers. 
Some o_f the Hottentot race received with great gladness portions or 
the residue of our Calfer ·corn meal ; which now that our stock of 
~beaten bread is renewed, is not much thought A~.-W tJwithstanding 
it w11" very acceptable when other forin~~'~tM~ 'f~Jns scarce. 
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10th I Ith mo. First-day. We read with the people and spent 
some time in retirement before the Lord. A coloured traveller came 
to the waggon to inquire if he could purchase some victuals: this 
may be regarded as a polite mode of begging. He remained during 
one of our readings, and received a donation of Caffer corn meal. 

11 th I Ith mo. Resumed our journey, still keeping along the 
base of a range of cliff-crested, picturesque mountains, and occa
sionally crossing low points, exhibiting tracts of limestone, argillaceou11 
sandstone, and shivered argillaceous rock. Three farms were pa!llled 
at a distance on the left; and in the evening we outspanned at one 
named Jouberts, on the Riet River. Here some fine fields of grain 
are irrigated from the river, which is tributary to the Camtoos ; but 
for two previous years the river was dry, and water to drink had to 
be brought a mile and a half. We had conversation with the family 
and some o( their neighbours, who received a few tracts agreeably. 
There are few animals on the Karoo, except of the insect tribes. 
Innumerable caterpillars are feeding on some of the species of 
mesembryanthemum and atriplE>x ; and there are plenty of butter
flies, beetles, and grasshoppers; red-legged, hunting spiders of bad 
name, with formidable forceps, and lion-ants are also met with. In 
bushy places there are doves, and smaller birds, and in the open 
country paauws, korhaans, and cranes. Springboks, hares, and 
tortoises are also casually seen. • 

12th 11 th mo. Previously to setting forward we had further con
versation with Francis J oubcrt and some others of the family, who 
seem orderly people, and respectable in their station. We travelled 
about six hours over a miserable country ; in some places stony, in 
others sandy, and in others having a hard clayey surface, glossy 
with some alkali, probably soda; and in many parts yielding little but 
a few stunted, spinous mesembryanthemums and euphorhias: among 
these, however, a tetragonia, about an inl'h long, kept up a rattling 
chorus. In two places, belts of doornboom and thorny celastrus 
marked the course of rain-streams from the mountains : and among 
the sand spread along the margin of one of these, in which there was 
a pool of water, the horses and oxen found a few herbs to browze 
upon. In the evening we reached another such place, among some 
low hills, where there were four encampments of different branc_hes 
of three generations of a family of Vee-hoers, named Pienaar, who 
had been sojourning here in waggons nod tents for a short time, 
with their flocks and herds: some had been here only fourteen days, 
but they spoke of moving again to-morrow: they are obliged to leave 
the places of their sojourn as water and pa;;turage fail. The api,'ear
ance of this family was tidy and decent, and they seemed glad to re
ceive a few tracts and o word of Chrisrian counsel. 

l~th 11th mo. The horses having st~{l,i)l.!1.!L)~I[!; H_@f pasturage, 
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some of the people were out all day in search of them : in returning 
to the waggon, they found the nest of an ostrich, with thirty-nine 
eggs, arranged in concentric circles, nine of which they brought away, 
being as many as they could carry. 

14th I Ith mo. At ten o'clock last night Colin Fraser, the pious 
minister of the reformed Dutch church at Beaufort, came op and out
spanned his waggon near us: he is on his way to Graaf Reioet, ac
companied by his own six children, and his sister-in-law, who bas for 
three years performed a mother's part to them, being a widow, and 
her own fonr: his wife was a native of the colony, a woman of 
eminent piety and usefulness. Our interview with him this morning 
was very satisfactory, and he gave us letters of introduction to faci
litate our movements on our arrival at .Beaufort. G. W. Walker 
accompanied our driver to the ostrich's nest, in hope of bringing 
awny the remwnder of the eggs ; but the birds having abandoned 
them on being discovered, the jackal!; had broken them : this they 
are said to effect by rolling them one against another, or against 
stones: hyenas also destroy the eggs when left at night by the old 
birds, which are said constantly to sit, the male and female by turns, 
except when the sun is hot, and then they feed. The supernumerary 
eggs (those of the outside circles,) form the food of the young birds 
when first hatched. The day was hot and windy, like yesterday: 
the cattle being far to bring, (two fresh ones having been bought of 
the Pienaars,) it was late before we resumed our journey. At the 
expiration of three hours, we halted at some rain-pools in the bed of 
a rivulet, having passed a few ostriches and springboks on the way. 

15th 11th mo. The heat of yesterday, which was attended by 
many of those columns of dust which are raised by "the whirlwinds 
of the south," was to-day followed by thunder and rain. We tra
velled three hours in the forenoon to Stellenbosch Valei; where, 
finding water in pools and pasturage among the thorns that grew in 
the bed of the periodical river, we rested and dined. Here a man named 
Johnson, on his way to Port Elizabeth, recognised our driver, whose 
brother bad been in the employment of this person in Cape Town. 
This to people living in populous countries would seem a trifling 
circumstance, but it is one that rarely occurred in our journeyings in 
Africa; and I think this was the first intelligence J. Hayes had of his 
family connexions since leaving the Cape. Heavy rein obliged us 
to stop again early in the afternoon, in the doornboom wood of ano
ther branch of the Karreekn, where we beard a remarkable noise re
sembling the stroke of something ponderous, and which has been 
noticed at various places to proceed from the direction where an os
trich was seen. 

16th 11th mo. Lions are found along the Karreeka, but none dis-
turbed our cattle, which fed as usunl d,yrringvhltlGii~ We pitssf'd a 
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house~ and left a tract at the pass from the river. In the course of 
the forenoon I found a solitary ostrich-egg on an open plain ; pro
bably it had been dropped by some bird which had had her nest <lis
turbed : with a little rice it served our whole company for dinner. 
In the afternoon we saw some vast here.ls of springboks in a valley 
leading to the Salt River, by the side of which we outspanned at a 
late hour. A Scotchman temporarily here, hearing we were want
ing meat, procured a sheep for• us from a Fingo, and sent it before he 
had seen us. 

17th 11th mo. First-day. Our Scotch friend, along with the 
farmer in whose house he was residing, paid us an early visit; and in 
the course of the day we visited the family, to whom some reli
gious counsel was conveyed ; and we were pleased to see in their 
house an aged coloured woman treated with considerate kindnes~ : 
our shaking hands with her did not appear to be looked upon un
pleasantly. It is so uncommon for white people to shake hands 
with coloured, except at missionary stations, that the coloured often 
shrink from accepting this token of kindness, seeming to think it 
cannot be meant for them. 

18th 11 th mo. A(1er making purchases of bread, butter, and milk, 
we left the Salt River, and in six hours renched Rhinoster Kop, where 
we outspanned among thorns, by water in pools, washed in the coursP. 
of periodical rain-torrents. Here I had conversation with a Boor who 
was going to see after his r.attle beyond Philippolis ; and was travel
ling in his own waggon with seven motherless children: his ear 
aeemed open to religious counsel. 

19th 11 th mo. Pnrsued our journey over a continuation of karoo 
country, on a clayslAte formation, ~but having little hills of lime and 
of basalt. The mountains of the Nieuw Veld are now on the rigl1t, 
those of the Blyden Berg are just visible on the southern horizon. 
Belts of doornboom mark the lines of watercourses across the plain ; 
but most of these are dry, notwithstanding some of them are deep. 
We dined at one of them in a valley, where there were a few pools 
filled by the late rain, and then proceeded on our way, passing seve
nl waggons of Boors, on their road to Natal, and outspanned close to 
the town of Beaufort. 

!0th 11 th mo. We gratefully accepted an invitation to become 
guests in the family of a pious widow, a German, named Sieberha
gen. Beaufort is a pretty little town, of about 600 inhabitants, 
watered from two copious springs, which give its gardens an extra
ordinary degree of fertility : it is situated upon the open karroo, or 
stony country, besprinkled with little bushes, but not far from 
the foot of the Nieuw Veld mountains. The streets are bordered 
with mulberry, pear, melia, and weeping-w· low tr s. No cnn-
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teen exists in the place, the magistrates having refused to grant 
licenses for the sale of spirituous liquors, on the application of the 
churchwardens, who petitioned against the licenses being reoe.-ed; 
and, to remove the plea of hardship on account of the existing stock, 
purchased it, and sent it out of the country. The district of Beau. 
fort comprche,lds about 20,000 square miles, and has 6000 inha
bitants, including coloured people. The residences of the farmers, a 
few of whom are English, are so remote that their minister told as 
it would take him eighteen months to visit them from house to house. 

22nd 11 th mo. In the evening we had a meeting in the manse: the 
company comprised the chief part of the English inhabitants: we 
were strengthened to set before them the love and mercy of God in 
Christ, and the condemnation of those who reject these, and choo,e 
the service of Satan through sin. 

23rd 11 th mo. In the evening we had a meeting with about forty 
coloured people, many of whom were formerly in slavery: much sense of 
the Divine overshadowing was granted, both as we sat in silence, and 
while counsel was conveyed to them. The prf'judices of some of the 
Dutch nre still strong against the instruction of this class, notwithstand
ing a marked improvement among them since an evening-school was 
established for their benefit; of which W. Devenish has a principal 
charge. The coloured people here, however, attend public worship 
along with the whites. A large number of Boors have emigrated from 
the district of Beaufort to the Natal country; and their infatuation 
still continues: they part with their farms for a mere trifle to leave 
the country: an acquaintance of ours bought one of 18,000 acres 
lately for 901. The land certainly is far from productive, but it is capa• 
ble of supporting 1;1 large flock of sheep, along with horses and cattle. 

24-th 11th mo. First-day. We sat down twice to wait upon the 
Lord, in the room appropriated to our use, which is in a distinct 
building from that occupied by our worthy hostess. Two of our 
people joined us in our forenoon meeting. In the evening we met 
a congregation in the place of worship of the Dutch church, among 
whom were some seldom seen there. 

25th 11th mo. We called upon J. J. Meintjes, the Civil Com• 
missioner, to whom we had a letter of introduction from George 
Thompson, and he went with us over the prison, which is a badly 
ventilated place, nod not very clean; but it is undergoing some im
provements, among which is the enclosure of two airing-yards. There 
are four cells and a larger room with grated wooden doors, in the 
lower story. Thirteen prisoners were in the larger ward. Only 
one of the cells was occupied, and that by a sick man : they are larger 
than is u~ual for solitary confinement. A room scarcely larger than 
the cells 1s used as a sleeping-place for the , n _jet ~bout twenty in 
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number,) "ho work upon the roads in irons. There are some larger 
upper rooms, but not very secure: only one of these had occupants. 

In the evi:ning a temperance meeting ,vas held in the Government 
School-room. Though the abolishment of c.-anteens and putting a stop 
to the retailing of spirituous liquors generally has been attended with 
happy effects among the lower orders of society ; yet many of the 
inhabitants are far from having gone to the root of the matter, by 
themseh-es ceasing to use that whic.-h they saw was a great evil in 
others. There are many who abstain from spirits, and others who 
rarely take wine; but few practise total abstinence from intoxicating 
liC]uors: and not n few of influential example continue to use both, 
greatly to the pri•judice of themselves and those by whom they are. 
surrounded. 

£7th l Ith mo. The forms of religion arc more steadily attended to by 
the Dutch than by the few English in this town; but, as in most other 
districts, the power of religion is known only to a very limited extent. 
A few thoughtful individuals meet for mutual edification with the 
pious minister of the place: but the constitution of state establishments 
of religion is unfriendly to the lively pro!_l)ulgation of the Gospel; both 
in making the ministry a monopoly, and in many other respects: so 
_that those who ought to be fellow burden-bearers remain dwarfish and 
weak, for want of feeling their responsibility, and of seeking help from 
on high to act up to it. 

END OF PART IX. 

J.-pb llld«rt,y, Printer, Sberlio~Un~oogle 
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EXTR,4CTS, &c. 

Further Account of the Religious Labours of JAMES BACltBOUSB 

contained in Extracts from his Journal. 

Departure from Beaufort. 

28th 11 th mo. 1839. We set out in the direction or Clan William, 
after exchanging eight oxen:for fresh ones, with Henry Rose, a person 
from whom we had received much kindness; giving him a reasonable 
consideration. Our waggon is well repaired, painted, and fitted 
with a new canvass cover to the tilt; and we have a supply of 
dried bread, flour, rice, coffee, &c., sufficient for several weeks. 
The kindness of the widow Sieberhagen and family, and of some 
others at Beaufort, demands our gratitude both to them and to 
Him who opened their hearts towards us, of the smallest of who1e 
mercies we feel ourselves utterly unworthy. We travelled about six 
miles, and rested for the night by the Stoltz River, which is dry, ex
cepting a few pools. Notwithstanding the rain has made vegetation 
fresher in this part of Africa than it has been at this season for 
ten years past, sufficient has not fallen to revive the fountains 01 
springs, which are yet very weak. 

29th 1 Ith mo. We pursued our journey over the Great Karroo, 
stopping at noon where there was red water in the pools of a water
course; and, in the evening where there was water remaining in a 
single place, in the bed of the Sand River, at the foot of a low cliff 
of shivered purple, clay-slate, among the low flat-topped ridges o_f 
clayey sandstone. The ground being chiefly of shale, a sort of splin
tered slate, the surface-water is soon swallowed up, so that few of 
the rivers flow more than two or three days immediately after rain; 
but as they form the drains from the mountains, a heavy thunder
shower fills them, and thev rush as torrents. In the courae of the 
day we met with an old Hottentot shepherd who had l~rneJ to read 
in the Boven-land, (i. e. toward the Cape: the country we ore now 
in being called the Onder Veld or lower country:) he had in the 
crown of his hat, along with his spectacles, an old tract 1ha1 was 
mnch worn, notwithstanding it was protected with a sheep-skin 
cover. He gladly accepted ofa Testament, a copy of Bunyan, and a 
smaller trart, and remarked 10 our herdsman, in reference to these 
treasures, that this was a happy day to him. He seemed alive lo re
ligious truth, and was one of the e~cour~~i~g j!-llidencv~ ~hat former 
labours have not been altogether m viiffii0 'tr@t-Wfil sijttamg the la-
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bourera might not see the rruit or their toil. The oft"er or a hand 
quickly dispersed his reser~e; ltwt he. SfUd, !If! did not venture to 
speak to white men travelling in waggons unless they first spoke to 
him. We obtained information from him respecting the road, and the 
pe:11.t place for water. 

80th 11th mo. We crossed several dry wlltercoul'lleS; near one 
was a deserted hocaae.; and. three and a half hours f.nher, io a bushy 
valley, where the torrent must be great in rainy weather, there was 
a beautiful spring of clear water, also under a cliff of purple shiverr • 
slate, surmounted by clayey 5'lnd.stone, a,Qd r:etting on ~r- • 

ceous rock. The water Bowed a few hundred ; . .;. some 
rocky pools, an~, then. s,unk ~n ip the. sam, 1 ,1f grateful i6 a 
spring of clear water in a t~irs~y land I The Cdttle lllld horsQ en
joyed its freshne1111, qnd lhe laiter browllf'(i greedily upon. a short 
bµllrush that clothed the nu>istened earth in the river's bed •i1h 
a lovely green, a colour rarely occurrjng. in the dreary Karroo. Near 
this pl11ce was a. desert,:d, house with cattle kraals and a Bushman's 
hut, These had prpb~bly been left in time of drought, from failure 
of pasture or w,at,::r, Aquatic plants were growing here, but some 
of these, particularl1 a species. of aponogeton, spring up quickly on 
rain filling. a pool, The cooing of do-.es, and the crying of the 
Namaqua. partridge nre often beard where there is water. In the. 
"f\ernoon we entered a, kloof called Brandewyn Gat, in. the Nieow 
Veld moun~ins, "hich we here commenced ascending. At the 
dwelling of a. stout but infirm couple named Byzuidenhout, we. 
left a tract. The K<Jod woman was disposed: to invite us to remain 
over the morrow, but her husband pleaded the feebleness of their 
fountain, and adv.i11ed our proceeding to where one of his sons li•ed, 
tJiree hours further; but for this it WBS too late, as. we do not admiretra
nlling on dangerous roads in the dark: w~ therefore halted nenr the 
residence of another of their sons, who also dwelt bv a weak foun
tain. but whom we found disposed to be friendly ; a~d of whqm we 
obtained u little milk. Some of the family were not reco•ered from 
the mfasles, which all of them had' h~, and they were glad of a 
little loti.on for the sore eyes that had in some cast!S been left by the 
disease. This family had been to Port Natal, where. they remained 
nearly a year. All the relatives of the wife were slain. ia the con
tests with Dingaan: the cattle had to be exchanged for other ne
<'es~aries, so that W. Byzuidenhout said he saw if they remained tht-y 
shoul_J soon have nothing left; added to which, every man did 1h11 
which was right in hi11 own eyes: and this was often wrong in those 
of his neighbour; for, though a sort of laws were promulgatr-d, there 
~as no power to carry them into operation, he therefore concludf'd 
'? return, 1ho11gh inipoverished, rather than remain, like many others, 
1111 he had not the power of returning. 

lilt LZth mo.-First-day. A short 0 ~i~J,El,y00t~ twith W. By-
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suidenbout end his wife, with whom a chapter was ~ad, which was 
followed by a few comments OA the nature of tne religion. W. 
B. we1 received a member of the Reformed Dutcb church at fif\een 
yea,s of age: but as the power of repeating the catechism qualifies 
for such reception, unless there be immorality of conduct, no judg
meut can be formed from such a circumstance as to the piety of the 
varty. There is much defect of religious feeling among the members 
o( this establishment,, even in many instances where there ia a great 
profession, aml pious minister.shave laboured long.· There is,a lack 
of that love which must prevail toward mankind generally where true 
piety exists, and without which Christian principle can but have 
slender hold of the heart. In the afternoon the family went to visit 
their parents, and we ascended a hill " 10 view the land" over whicb 
we are about to travel. In the course of the day we read with some of 
our people, and spent a little time in retirement; but there was some 
unscttlement in our establishment, partly owing to the straying of 
two of the horses, whirh ha<I returned to the place where we stopped 
yesterday at noon. We dined off one of the ostrich eggs obtained 
beyond Beaufort; one also served for dinner yesterday, and another 
for supper: but we have agrerd with W. Byzuitlenhout f<;>r a sheep. 

2nd Uth mo. The weather was unpromising, but we proceeded 
<me and a half honr for the sake of better provender for the caule. 
The road through the pass fully justified W. Byzuidenhout's remark 
on se\·enth day e\·ening, that it was not good for us to procf'e1l 
further than his house so late in the evening. It was difficult to 
drive over it by daylight. A bush took the linchpin out of one of 
our fore-axles, and it was not missed till the wheel came off. The 
axle landing on a bank saved us from upsetting, for which preserva
tion we felt thankful to Him who marks all our ways, and without 
whose knowledge not a sparrow falls. The showers being too light 
to make the road slippery, and the afternoon beccming clear we 
pursued our journey, which now laid in a north-westerly direction, 
winding among the mountains, and sometimes making considerable 
asceuts and descents. In about three hours we reached the foot 
of a cliff where there was a feeble spring, but it was so choked with 
mud as not to afford water for ourselves and cattle till the places 
for the reception of the water ~ere cleared out by means of spades. 

3rd 12th mo. Soon after leaving 'the river' we came upon the top of 
the Nieuw Veld, where there was plenty of rein-water in shallow pools, 
and fine views among the mountains in the direction we had come. 
The country was still Ka1roo: in some place thousands of a species 
of julus were cra1Vling on the sterile ground and among the stunted 
bush lets. We outspanned after sunset under the Groene Ilerg, among 
the roeks of which baboons were numerous and very noisy. 

4th 12th mo. I ascended the Groe~$,,JJoeJ~~ (!'our hundred 
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feet above the plsin. The baboons grumbled at my approach with 
a 11ort of hoarse " wah," some were very large, but, except once, 
I could not get near them. Two rietboks also retreated hastily on 
my approach. The vegetation of the mountain, like that of the plaia, 
wns low bushes. A short ride brought u11 to Groene Berg Fonteio, iu 
a shallow valley with schistose sandstone margins. Here a shoemaker, 
named Johannes Slippers, a Dutchman speaking English, wu resid
ing: his little ha"est was nearly ready, but he had been without bn.d 
for several weeks ; he said that till the tenth month the II Veld .. 1-· • 
been so long dry that many persons had lost large quantit•"° 
but that since that time rain had fallen every two " , ·Jught 

... uong I01JJt failing after three hours' travelling, we o•· 
low hills in a very desolate spot. 

5th Uth mo. Two hours' journey brought us to Ratte) Fontein, 
the residence of the Field-cornet. He has a few acre!! of corn and n 
exc-ellent orchard, well watered from two fluent springs. This place 
he purchased of a Boor who emigrated, and who has offered bim 
I 000 rd!'. more to repurchase it, which he is not disposed to accept, 
notwithstanding he is possessed of six other places in the neighbour
hood: he has here a horse-mill capable of grinding twenty-rour bushels 
of wheat a day, and is making other improvements. In the afternoon 
we passed two houses, one of which was empty, and at the expiration 
of four hours outspanned in a sandy hollow, affording pasturage aad 
water. 

6th 12th mo. Early in the morning we had a visit from William 
Schalkwyk, an agreeable young man and a son of Dirk Schalkwijk, 
of Riet Fontein, whose house we reached after an hour's ride, and 
who showed us kindness: some of his family were sick from the 
effects of measles, which in many instances have left diseases of fatal 
consequence. Five hours more brought us to Droog V oet Fontein, 
the residence of his son Girt, who is lately settled here with hia wife 
and two children. Their furniture consists of portable articlee such 
as are generally taken by an African Boor in his waggon when tra
velling; but a little serves in this part of the world, and these yo11ng 
people were commendably endeavouring to improve their circum
stances before enlarging their expenses. The water of their little 
fountain is made the most of in irrigating a small piece of corn land. 
We hoped to have reached Moutons Fontein, the residence of 
another brother, this evening ; but a mistake in regard to the path 
prevented, and daylight failing we stopped in a sandy hollow within 
sight of the fires of some people in charge of sheep and cattle. The 
country though a little undulating is still uninteresting Karroo. Very 
few animals are to be seen, but the holes of the porcupine are nu
merous, and as they are frequently made in the roa,ls (probably 
because in such situntions there are few rootll to obstruct burrowing), 
it is often necessary to turn out to es(l-Jl_pg,0t]}6ii0o~~e animals feed 

I 
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at night, and ore clestructive in cultivated grounds. The places best 
adapted for cattle are those that are saline, and afford shrubby atri
plex, and other plants generally foun1l on the sea-coast. These are 
termed " brak" places, and such shrubs " brak" bushes. When first 
the oxen were placed under the necessity of eating them we felt a 
little dismay ; but now we look out anxiously for a brak pla<'e, and it 
is wonderful how well the cattle subsist on such food. 

7th I!lth mo. A ride of four hours brought us to Moutons 
Fontein, where we concluded to remain over to-morrow, near the 
hoase _of Franciscus Schalkwijk. This farm and the one at Droog V oc?t 
Fontein were lately in the bands of parties who gave way to a dis
satisfied spirit and emigrated to Natal. Here we obtained another 
sheep, and spent a little time with F. S<'halkwijk and his wife plea
santly: their numerous and fierce dogs rendered caution more than 
usually necessary in approaching the house. 

8th 12th mo.-First-day. Girt Scholkwijk coming hither joined 
bis brother and sister and ourselves in a religious opportunity. There 
is considerable openness in these young people to receive Christian 
counsel, so that it was interesting to be thus thrown in their way ; 
and the desire was raised in our hearts that the visit might not be in 
vain. The two young men joined us in the afternoon, when our own 
little company was gathered for devotional purposes: they seemed in
terested in hearing our Bechuana youths reading portions of Holy 
Scripture in their native tongue, and seeing them looking at tl1e chapter 
read from the Dutch Testament. 

9th l!Ztl1 mo. We pursued our journey, crossing the Kleine Riets 
and keeping northward by the river two hours, outspanned for the 
night by the house of a Boor named Meyer. 

10th 12th mo. Andres Meyer, who is a widower showed con
siderable tenderness when spoken to on his eternal interests, and 
returned little attentions by kindnesses. On the way to the Groot 
Riet River, which is about six miles from his house, we met an emi
grating Boor with his waggon and family, who received a tract with 
expressions of satisfaction : but another who was feeding sheep at the 
Elands River, about two hours_west of the Groot Riet River, having 
with him his wife and five little daughters dressed in leathern frocks, 
accepted one and returned it by our herdsman : some of them are so 
ignorant and prejudiced as to be afraid of being contaminated by 
reading tracts. In the evening we passed a small settlement of Hot
tentot&, none of whom could read; and after sunset saw others of this 
class at Titus Fontein, where there were some houses in a ruinous 
condition. We outspanned in a sandy hollow, where our peovle 
killed two young porcupines, which were an scceptable addition 
to our provisions. On the tails of these ani als 
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call irzer vark, i. c. iron pig, there are several hollow quills, open 
at the top, in which it is said they convey water to their young. 
Colll!iderably to the northward of the road on which we hue latdy 
been travelling there is said to be a large Hottentot population: 
at the Pram Berg, are also, we have heard, a considerable number of 
Caffers, who at a former period were in service in the colony, and 
are reported to have assisted the Boors in defending themaelves 
against the Bushmen, whose women the Caffers have taken for wives. 
Probably these Caffers were among those driven out of the colonv 
about 1812, by one of the arbitnry measures of the Govemr-- ' 
that period. Others have since joined them, and th,.,· ~ LO 

have been regarded by the Boors of this di~tr;t: .: protection 
against the depredations of the Bushmen, ,. ' • .. .itJubtless, haTe at 
timea committed great outrages both upon the stock and li•es of the 
Boors : but though records of these exi!lt, our information respecting 
the merits of the question between them and the Boors of the fron
tier is still very imperfect : we have no Bushman annals to detail the 
attacking of their kraal, and carrying off' of the women and chil
dren; but from the number of people of the Bushman nation in the 
service of the Boors of the frontier, there seems ground to think 
that the cases have not been few, and making aU due allowance for 
theft.a of cattle, committed wantonly or under the pressure of occa
sional famine, and the cases of murder by wicked men, such as occur 
in all communities, there 1till remnins a great degree or probability, 
that most of the offences committed by the Bushmen were mere acts 
of retaliation, though, perhaps, not falling on the heads of the ag
gressors. But those who commit provocations which return on their 
neighbours, whether Dutch or English, are certainly blamable for 
the consequences: and violent retaliations, like capital punishments, 
increue murder: the dread of the result of detection dri-,ing to this 
desperate mode of destroying the power of criminatioo. 

11 th 12th mo. In the forenoon we came upon a chain of pools in 
the bed of a brook called the Bushman's River; and by the side of' 
which was the encampment of Hendrick de Vaal, who was tt-mpo
rarily feeding his flocks at this place, accompanied by his wif'e and 
one of their female friends. They received U11 in an agreeable manner. 
accepted some tnlcta thankfully, furnished us with milk and meat 
free of cost, and gave us information respecting our road, as f'ar aa 
they were able ; bot the path on which we are truelling is so little 
known beyond short distances, that, a~er obtaining information re
specting it for a few hourS westward, the conelusic-n is asuaDy 
"VerJer is onbekend "-further is unknown. Miles are also an
known in this part of the land, and it is not common to compute 
distance by them in the colony, but by hoors: these, taken by 
the oit-waggon at its usual rare of travelling from one place to 
another, are about three miles each, but on long journeys like oun 
two nnd a half. An hour wit?! a hm-se-wairP' • [ bout five mi'--
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and on hori-eback five to six miles. Five hours after starting we 
reached Rhinoster River, where there wns n pool in a deep sandy bed, 
near which we were joined by two Hottentots from Titus Fontein, 
who were going on business to a neighlwuring Field-cornet, and who 
partook of our fore. At this place there were extensive sheep-kraals 
and a harteheest hut, that had been lt,ft by n Boor who had emigrated. 
Probably at some period the rhinoceros may have abounded in this 
vicinity, as within an inconsiderable distance there are three other 
rhinoster rivers. Since crossing the Great Riet river we have been 
on the Onder Roggeveld, nnd in the extensive district of Clan Wil
liam. In the afternoon we travelled three hours further over this 
)and of stony hills and stunted bushes, which, nevertheless, afford3 some 
fine wild views, and not finding water, outspanned before dark in a 
deep holl01,, among hillocks of tumbled basalt, where forage for the 
cattle was pretty good. I oflen admire the mercy by which we are 
temporarily freed from care, and permitted to feel &uch a degree of 
peaceful quietude in our wnggon, in traversing these wide anti sterile 
wastes, especially when nt our resting-place,, as almost for the time 
to remove the impression of being in a strange land. 

12th 12th mo. Three hours' ride brought us to the Fish River, 
which has a slender stream running- toward the Orange River, to 
which it is trib11t11ry. By the sides of the Fish River there were 
some large willows, which are the first trees we have seen since 
ascending the Nieuw V cld. After crossing the river we were per
plexed by numerous roads, but in the end were favoured to select the 
right one, which in three more hours led us to Muiskrnal River, 
which, though not large, had been flooded lately, and afforded an 
abundant supply of water. I have just finished reading the Life of 
Hannah Kilham, with which I have been much edified. It con111ins 
escellent counsel, nnd is calculated to be very useful to missionaries, 
many of whom enter the ficltl of labour with little experience; antl 
often having adopted practices which they hnve Leen taught to 
look upon as important, without having con1;idered how far they 
were scriptural; and not unfrequently without having attained to the 
measure of humility, meekness, and self-denial which is highly ne
cessary. 

13th 12th mo. In two hours and a half we arrived at Kok Fon
tein, where springs issue from interstices of the rocky bed of a river. 
Near the drift or ford the family of an aged Boor, named Andres 
Stoffels van Wyk, is residing in mat huts. We did not visit him, as 
I1is wife, who is a Hottentot, snid he wns so deaf we could not make 
him bear: she and some grown-up daughters came to the waggon, 
saying they were stupid and unable to read, and had therefore come 
to hear. We had previously had conversation with a Bushman who 
had been a year at the Wesleyan missionary station at ,Lily Fountain. 
This man regretted there was now no missi0n F ~iin at the Znk 
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River, or nearer the Orange River, in the Bushman country. Two 
other coloured men had also been the subjects of religious counsel: 
and the womr.n had been induced lo come to us through their me
dium. We sat down with them on the sand, and directed their 
attention to the teaching of the Divine Spirit, assuring them that 
if they were attentive thereto they would be enabled to read in the 
book of their own hearts; the Lord himself would be their tearher, 
and would bring them to salvation through repentance and faith in 
Christ, of whom they had heard. When conversing with the Bush
man he seemed to feel something of the power of Divine love, and 
several times exclaimed, "Precious Jesus !" In the afternoon we 
reached Lang Fontein, among the hills ascending to the range of 
mountains called Rogge Veld Bergen. This place has a considerable 
population, living in houses and mat huts : it belongs to a widow 
Steenkamp, who was from home, but whose daughter received us 
kindly; and H. Kraai, one of her nephews, who was sojourning hett 
on his way to Natal, gave us important information rc;;peeting our 
journey. He had resided in Namaqna Land, and was well acquainted 
with the country: he said the road to Clan William was very rugged 
and difficult to travel, and that from thence to Kamiesberg so hca\·y 
that he was sure if our oxen got us there they would not bring us bll,('k:, 
and that we were already far to the northward of Clan William: 001 
the direct road to Kamiesberg was good, that many families resideJ 
along its course, and that by taking it we should shorten the whole 
distance of our journey nearly two hundred miles. Having recei,eJ 
from him particular instructions in a rough sketch, marking the bye
paths, and a list of names, we concluded, unless upon further de• 
liberation we should feel such mental uneasiness as to induce us w 
think such a proceeding would be wrong, to take his counsel and 10 

aim direct for Kamiesberg. H. Kraai and his wife and family were 
living in a large mat hut, which they praised as being freer from 
draughts than a house. It is a good fine-weather habitation, and 
very portable, but looks ill calculated for storms and rain. The 
rushes are strung parallel to each other, and they swell with wet so 
as to close the interstices ; but al first I think the rain must beat in 
more than a little. Many Boors are still leaving this country and 
proceeding toward Natal; which they speak highly of, as being more 
fruitful, some of them having visited the place : and surely, when 
compared with the sterile wilderness over which we have been tra
velling ever since leaving Griqua Town, it is no cause of wonder 
that they should be captivated with the greater fertility of the east 
coast. Nevertheless, when the healthiness of the land they arc 
leaving is taken into account, both for themselves and their sheep 
and cattle, for which they have generally had pasturage, each family 
occupying so large a tract, I think many of them will regret having 
left it, as there they had also a fair share of the necessaries of life, 
and many comforts were within their reach, and they lived in quiet; 
but there they have contention witb 9;,Uingaafi~ "as the land is 
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more fertile it will be more thickly peopled, and probably the standard 
of health will be lower. llut to-day I caught the painful remark of 
an artless individual, that at Natal there wt-re plenty of slaves to be 
hat!, so many colo11re1I women had lost their husoands in the wars! 
Here I apprehend is the great root of the emigration of the Dutch 
colonists: they are dissatisfied at the abolition of slavery, and the 
intervention of the apprenticeship, between the reception of the com
pensation-money and the freedom of the slave, gave time for this 
dissatisfaction to ripen, before the benefit of the slaves being freed 
could be proved to them. I do not suppose the Dutch look to selling • 
slaves to foreigners, but to obtaining compulsory service with little 
or no payment beyond necessary food. This indeed is almost all 
many of their coloured servants yet have on many of the colonial 
farms in rhe interior. Perhaps the principal difference between their 
present state offreedom and their former one of bondage is, that legally 
they are protected from personal abuse, 11nd can obtain their wage1 
if ever so small, and that they know that by law they are free, and 
can change their masters. These truly are great points, and are pro-
d ucing an ameliorating effect both upon masters and servants; but, 
after all, it is remarkaole how much, in this part of the country, the 
benefit of the emancipation is rather mental than physical, and how 
little many of the coloured people apprehend the nature of the pro
tection of their liberty by British law; multitudes of them abandoning 
this privilege, by accompanying the emigrating Boors beyond the 
frontier. 

14th 12th mo. Having concluded to proceed direct to Kamies
berg, we took leave of the people at Lange Fontein, and travelled six 
hours along a road leading among stony hills. We passed a small 
stream isi<uing from a spring near a ruined house, and came to 
Jacobus Va11 der Merwe's, on the Daunis River, which bad water 
in pools, and near which we outspanned a mile from the house. 

15th 12th mo.-First-day. We walked to J. Van der Merwe's 
twice in the course of the day, and not finding the way open for any 
set religious opportunity, entered into conversation, in which we en
deavoured to set before them the importance of eternal things. Some 
of the company, among whom were Albert Smith and family, on their 
way to Natal, and several young Boors from different places within 
thirty miles distance, who seemed to have an ear open to these suhject.s: 
to othen, they were cvi<lently uninteresting, Some of the coloured 
servants of the visitors came to the door and listened attentively : 
and we availed ourselves of the opp1>r1unity of putting some tracts 
into circulauion, When J. Van der Merwc was last in town he ha<l 
purchased a quarto black-lettered Dutch Bible, with a strong binding 
anti brass clusps: m:iny of the Boors have them in folio, and they 
uflen occupy a small Haud in one corner of the c9..mmon sitting-room. 

Digitized by Google 



12 

How little soever the conduct of many of these people may accord 
with the precepts of Scripture, they universally have a great veoen
tion for the sacred volume; which, indeed, to too many seems a aort of 
household god, the book being read at stated times and reverenced, 
while the will of Him through whose mercy it is possessed is com
paratively little regarded. Here we were civilly invited to partake 
of spirits, "hich many of the Boors use in small drams (called 
soupies) several times a day, and which as well as food they hospitably 
offer to strangers : of the latter we partook with them, but declined 
the former. This kind of drinking is probably conducive to the un
healthy corpulelll·e common among them, and to destructive diseases, 
among which is rheumntic fever, and it has carried off several meu 
in this neighbourhood. 

16th 1 ~th mo. I hnd conversations with Albert D. Smith, who 
was formerly employed by the Rhenish missionaries, at Wupperthal, 
near Clan William, and furnished him with a black-letter llible, 
given us by A. Murray, of Graeff Rei net, in exchange for a modem 
Dutch Testament: in return for this and a few tracts, we received the 
very acceptable present of two loaves. We purchase bre11d where we 
can on the road, to save our own swck that is dried, and which 
wuulll soon be expended without these hdps. Soon after ~tarting 
this morning we entered the H antam, pursuing the course of the 
Dannis River, the wnler of which is runninp: in some places, and 
forms pools in others, hut iM often lost in the shaly sand of its beJ. 
The country is still Knrroo, but the scenery is picturesque. The 
mountains on the right forming a continuous range, but much dinr
sifil'd: those on the left are more isolated. Two hours from 
Daunis Kloof brought us to Onder Daunis, or Onwetende Fon
tcin, the residence of a person named Schalkburger, whose fathtr
in-lnw, though in good circumstances and pos!'essed of eight farms, 
is ahout to emigrate to Natal! Three hours further was Ak
kerendam, to the right of our road. Here was the cheering sight 
of a fine crop of wheat on a good quantity of land irrigated from 
an adjacent kloof. An hour further was Rams Kop, where there 
was also corn, and a good house belonging to A. Van Wyk, 
whose open-hearted demennour was quite refreshing: his house 
and family bore the impression of more cultivatiou than is generally 
found among the Boors of this district: and his sentiments respecting 
the emigration of his countrymen indicated Christian reflection: he 
commented on the duty of being content with having food and rai
ment, and upon the danger of becoming unsettled by the much talking 
of men of discontented minds, who had not peace in themselves, and 
were unthankful. We parted from this individual with some reluc• 
tance; but had we staid the oxen must have been tied up 10 pre\'cnt 
thci~ getting among his corn, nnd they are 100 weak to accorupli,h 
the Journey without every indulgence; we therefore travelled ru1ulher 
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hour and then drove them among the hills to feed for the night. 
There was a heavy thunder-shower in the course of the day, and 
lightning the two previous nights. 

17th 12th mo. Brunswigia toxicaria is now in flower : its blos
soms, which are smaller than those of the Guernsey lily, are pale or 
dingy red, nnd form a large spherical head. The morning was 
cloudy, but pleasant for travelling. "The shadow of a cloud" is 
peculiarly relieving from the heat in this land. We called at Rivicr 
Plaats, the residence of Piet Van der Merwe, who was from 
home, but his wife gave us some tea, and instruction respecting the 
road: she made many inquiries respecting our views of emigration 
to Port Natal, a common subject of inquiry, and one on which we 
give our sentiments freely. We crossed the Daunis River once yes
terday and three times to-day; twice near Buffels Kop Fontein, 
where, meeting with a son of Piet Burgh we sent him a few tracts: 
here we also met Christiana Struis, a widow with several children, 
walking from the dwelling of one of their neighbours, and accom
panied by a coloured woman advanced in yenrs, who seemed to have 
been nurse ia the family, and whom it was pleasant to see treated 
with becoming respect. The interview with this party was very 
satisfactory, and they accepted some tracts with gratitude. They, 
with many others, retain a pleasant recollection of the pious labours 
of William Robert1on, now of Swellendam, who at one time for a 
short period resided at Clan William, as minister of this extensive 
district, which he visited generally. Since he left, the people have 
had no such visits. Passing over some high land, we came to Oor
Jogs Kloof Fontein, after travelling eight hours, and outspanned near 
the house of Thomas Trom : he was also from home, but his wife 
and family received us kindly, and readily supplied us with provi
sion. 

18th 12th mo. After conversation with the family of T. Trom, 
in which their attention was directed to the teaching of the Hely 
Spirit, by which, in their remote situation, they might become in
structed in the way of salvation, we again pursued our journey, and 
in three hours outspanned again near the Dannis River, on the 
bank1.1 of which there are a few small trees of the genus rhus (karree
boom of the colony,) and in another hour we came to Leuw Riet 
(Lion Reeds) from whence both the lions and reeds have departed. 
Here the wife of Martin us Struis 1lirected us forward, and we travelled 
other four hours over high country, affording fine mountain-pros
pects. 

I flth 12th mo. The place where we stopped last night proved 
favourable for water, and modern1cly so for food for the cattle. After 
descending a hill we came upon a regular sandstone country, clothed 
with rhi11011tcr bos (a low shrub,) whicl~,i
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that will produce wl1eat: here tl1e corn~fields were just reaped, 1.hc 
sheaves in some places yet remaining on the land. This was a pleasant 
sight, notwithstanding the crop was very poor. We stopped at noon 
by the house of a civil Boor, wi1.h whom, and several of his neighbours 
l'asually present, much conversation passed on the object of our jour
ney, our views of emigration, &c. Some of the party were about to 
visit Natal, and were evidently in an unsettled state of mind. A 
spirit of loathing of the country out of which they and their fathers 
drove the Hottentots, seems to have been permitted to come upon 
them in a very remarkable manner. Perhaps it would be more cor
rect to say they dispossessed the Hottentots, than that they droTe 
them out, for many of them still remain in the land, and are the ,er
vants of the Boors. One of these residing at a di1ttance on our 
way, but casually here, we were recommended to engage aa guide IQ 

Kamiesberg, the roads becoming now more numerous and perplexing, 
and the watering places !ewer. Having distributed tracts among the 
parties, we pursued our journey a little further to give the oxen a 
free run for the night. Our course laid along the Williams River, 
a branch of the Doorn River. The sandy ground along its rocky 
margin was clothed with proteas and other bushes, and with coane 
rushy herbage, like much of that near Cape Town, which were plea
sant to see as marking our progress. In the river was a species o( 
willow, differing from that we have before met with in Southern 
Africa. In attempting a short cut to the waggon, my dear compa
nion missed his way, and did not reach us till late. On making to 
a house he had the satisfaction of finding its occupants were relatives 
of the Fortuins of Griqua Town; one of them, though somewhat 
coloured, was married to a respectable Dutchman named Albert 
lluzon, who had risen above the prejudices of his countrymen iD 
this respect. Her father accompanied G. W. Walker to the waggou, 
paid us a satisfactory visit, and took back some tracts. 

20th 12th mo. Jackals were very noisy last evening; they have 
rarely been heard in the desolate country, over which we have lately 
been travelling. At Bok Fontein, we engaged the Hottentot guide be
fore alluded to, Jantje Snel by name; and, considering that he was 
lame, he certainly was swift, as his name indicates. In the evening we 
proceeded to Kok Fontein, the residence o( Jan van der Westhuysen, 
whom I found with several coloured people grinding corn at a banJ
mill, composed or a pair of small stones. Motion was given to the 
crank, which turned the upper one, by means of three pieces of wood 
forming a triangle, that had two points suspended from the ceiling, 
and the third attaclred to the crank ; the position of this apparalus 
being horizontal, three or more men could apply their strength at 
one time, so as to make the mill-stone revolve rapidly. 

21st 12th mo. Pursuing our journey for an hour, we came to the 
edge of the Bokkevcld Mountains, here about t ·o I d feet high. 
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The usunl place of descent is more to the north ; but the road from 
it was impassable from the effect of rain that fell two months ago. 
The place where it was therefore necessary for us to go down Wal' 

so steep at the top, and had such short turns, that it was necessary 
to reduce the team of oxen to six, The remainder were then all 
driven off the road at a sufficient distance down the hill. Four 
riems (thongs of prepared hide) were attached to the hinder part of 
the waggon, by which four of our party held it back : the two hind 
wheels were locked with chains, having a man to attend to each and 
drive the oxen onwards as required, and one man was at their head 
to guide them : the chains were alternately shifted, so as to allow 
the waggon to move forward two or three feet at a time, while the 
parties behind used all their force to prevent its gaining impetus. 
In this manner we were enabled to bring this cumbrous vehicle 
safely down, to where the common precaution of using a drag-shoe 
was alone necessary, and we reached the plain below without accident. 
On the descent of this mountnin we first AW the remarkable Aloe 
arborescens, called here koker-boom, which signifies quiver-tree, the 
Bushmen sometimes forming their quivers from its branches. The 
side of the mountain was argillaceous, its top alone being sandstone. 
Karroo bushes covered its sides, and the plain below scarcely 
afforded anything, but such species of mesembryanthemum and 
euphorbium as the cattle could not eat. We rested a short time at 
the side of a dry watercourse, and then proceeded for Stink Fontein, 
but before arriving there one of our after oxen fell down from ex
haustion, being what the Dutch call "flaauw." We have tried in 
vain to obtain fresh ones, by purchase or exchange: few people have 
more than they need for their own use, and this dry season even 
these are generally weak. Stink Fontein takes its name from tl1e 
fetid smell of its water, which is brackish, and gives out sulphurctted 
hydrogen. There is also at tbis place a beautiful stream of clear 
water, but it is excessively salt. Reeds are however abundant along 
its borders; and on their young tops our cattle fared sumptuously, 
disdaining the brak-bushes, which are here very plentiful, as are also 
doornbooms and abiquas geelhout: the latter is a blueish arbor-vitre
like bush fifteen feet high, called also daweep or dabby-tree. Un
der the shelter of one of these our waggon was stationed, and 
within sight of a remarkable cluster of koker-booms, "hich cu
riosity induced me to visit. The place of their growth was R 

slope of fractured slate: some of them had trunks nine feet high, 
and ten feet round : their heads were thickly branched and almost 
hemispherical; each branch was terminated by a few fleshy, blueish, 
tapering leave11, about a foot long. An eagle was sitting upon one 
of them. Four ostriches fled from near the river as we approached 
it. The holes of porcupines are numeroua ; but wild animals are 
not generally abundant in this neighbourhood, except occasionally 
springboks; and when they migrate to this part of the country, some
times a lion will follow them. Leopa~·dsda:r~su~•et1t1y numerous 
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among the mount:iini to render it unsafe for foals to be left out at 
night, or for sheep to remain out of the fold. At certain 1easons 
some of the family from Bok Fontein visit this place with their 
cattle; but at present there are no human beings but ourselves in the 
neighbourhood . 

.2.2nd l!!th mo. First-day, Wall cloudy with some showers. Our 
people protected themselves with booths, made of branches. We 
read with them three times in the Scriptures, and spent a Iiule time 
in silent retirement twice. Our reading in course was in Revela
tions : on which I had to notice, that though there is much in this 
book concerning the hidden things of God, and which He alone can 
enable man to understand in his own time; his glory is nevertheless 
remarkably exhibited throughout the whole of it, and that of his Son 
Jesus ChrisL The mercy exhihited to them that repent and belieTe 
is also clearly set forth, as well as the indignation and wrath that 
shall be the portion of the rebellious. I had also to point out that 
the denunciations against the heathen in this book and other 
parts of the Scriptures did not belong to persons not baptized with 
water, to whom the term heathen is generally applied in this 
country; but to those who were not subject to the power of the 
Holy Spirit, even though because of having been baptized they might 
call themselves Christians: but that among the unbaptized with 
water many were to be found who dwelt under the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit, and were true disciples of Jesns Christ. Through the 
condescension of Divine mercy toward us, there was a sweet feeling 
of our Heavenly Father's love granted in this solitary and desolate 
wilderness; and one of the, ~o called, heathen in the company, 
whose mind is under good impressions, received a little encourage
ment. 

2Srd 12th mo. On account 0£ the weak state of the cattle, we con
cluded to remain here to-day, occupying ourselves in writing and 
walking. Nothing in particular attracted our attention, but a jackal 
drinking at the salt water: (this 1111imal resembles a fox, and is alro
gether misrepresented on the Infant-school pictures,) and some o( the 
plants, among which was a pretty frankenia. The best water we 
can get is 10 salt that the coffee made from it fails to quench thirst. 

2'1-th 12th mo. We re yoked the oxen at noon, and travelled nine 
hours and a half to Leuwen Kuil, where the Wl\ter was all dried up. 
This place is under a low granite hill : on approaching it we ame 
upon granitic sand, producing various species of euphorbium. A 
fine aloe was scattered on this dismal Bokke Veld Karroo: the stem 
of one I gathered had upwards of thirty branches of flowers of a 
lively red. 

25th 12th mo. In the course of 09~,,;j!?!,½r.fi"~ t~c._moming which 



17 

was through vales among hills of red granite, we sa,v several herd11 of 
cattle, and their track towards a watering-place called Hnil Klip, 
,.,ere numerous; bnt the place laid too far to rhe southward for ns to 
turn aside to it. In rainy weather vegetation springs rapidly in these 
otherwise barren tracts : and the people of the neighbouring coun
try, white and coloured, who have cat.le, avail themselves of the 
oppportunity, so long as the grass or other congenial herbage and 
water last, to feed their cattle in these parts; by which means they 
save rhe pasturage near to spi:ings for drier weather. All sorts of 
cattle in this country feed on certain bushes, and those congenial to 
the taste of oxen and horses are becoming a little more numerous ; 
but still the poor animals rarely get a sufficient supply, much time 
as we afford them. At the expiration of five hours and a half we 
outspanned, and the cattle, which had had no water since yesterday 
noon, and in that time had travelled fifteen hours, were driven to a 
spring known to our guide, on the ascent of a mountain named Ta
felberg, two miles from the road. Here a few coloured people, of 
Dutch and slave descent, were dwelling in mat huts: most of them 
complained that the Boors occupied all the fountains till there was 
no place left for them in the land ; they said also, that if they found 
a place where they judged there was water, and cleared it out, some 
Boor or other was sure soon to come and lay claim to it, and to 
drive them away. But one named Frederick Kloete, who was sick 
of the measles, and had here a small flock of sheep and goats, said 
the neighbouring Boors were kind to him; and that the owner of this 
fountain had given him leave to "lie here," as they term i;ojourning 
with their flocks. After extending some religious counsel to the 
company in the sick man's hut, I returned to the waggon. [This 
man died soon after.] 

26th 12th mo. An emancipated apprentice, who is growing corn 
in an adjacent kloof, and several of the people from the fonntain ea me 
to the waggon, which afforded further opportunity for conversation 
on their eternal interests. After killing a sheep that had been pur
chased of them, we proceeded three hours and a half through a pass 
among hills of granite and and gneis, to Brak Fontein, where a re
lation of F. Kloete is residing in a mat hut, and feeding a few cows 
and sheep. The spring here is fluent, and the water brackish; and, as 
is uaually the case in such situations, plants generally growing in 
other countries by the sea are here abundant. Two hours more 
brought us to Draai Fontein, where we had a short interview 
with another little group of coloured people, residing by the bed 
of a river, on the sides of which were a few doornbooms, and 
in another hour we stopped fol' the night further up the Hartebet'st 
River, where there wus a solitary hut and a weak spring, 011 the 
opposite hill. The holes dug in the granitic sand of the river were 
all dry. 
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~7th 12th mo. A tedious drng of four hours and a half through 
sandy monntain-pnsses brought us to Hout Berg on the Zwartei 
Doorn Uivcr, along which were luxuriant doornbooms, that under 
such circumstances are very beautiful umbrageou,s trees, clothed with 
verdure, and now also with blossoms of golden hue, in thready ball,, 
the size of marbles, to the ground. Here was one matje hut, occu
pied by three children, whose parents were out at work : they were 
naked, except a square piece of skin suspended in front by mea111 of 
a band about the loins, and a handkerchief about the head. Though 
this is common with children, the adult coloured population of tha 
part of the country are always decently clad, but frequently in shee~ 
leather, and with a kaross having the wool or hair on, as an outer 
garment, if the weather be cold ; the wool being always worn inside. 
The people here had sown pumpkins and calabashes in the bed of the 
river, which the children pointed out with pleasure. They obtained 
good water by digging in the aand of the river, notwithstanding 
many brak-bushes are along its margins. The koker-boom is scat• 
tere<l over the mountains among which we travelled this morning: 
one we passed had a trunk l 8 feet high. In the afternoon we 
travelled two hours and a half further, and in order to secure a su~ 
ply of water turned to the southward to Twee Fontein, and out• 
spanned on the property of Dirk Coetzi, toward whose house G. 
W. W a Iker and I immediately proceeded, and soon met Piet Hageo
bach, the son-in-law of the Boor, coming to see who bad taken such 
a liberty: a little explanation satisfied him; and after conversing on 
the nature of our journey, and the best place for the oxen to feed, 
we parted, with an under11tanding that we should visit the family to
morrow. The o:r. that fell on the 21st laid down several times to
day, and another was so much exhausted that they reached thil 
place with difficulty long after the rest. These two were from the 
Kat River, where they were accustomed to gru1: they ha•e CODll!
quently suffered more than the olhera in being reduced for a lq 
time to a scanty supply of bushes. 

28th Uth mo. We bad some conversation with the family, wbo 
kindly sent us some milk. Their house stands at the foot or 
some lofty granite hills, with bare rounded tops, from which the 
Western Atlantic is visible. Wheat grows here without iniga
tion, but the crops are thin. The cultivated land is suffered to lie 
dormant every other year, tl1e sheep and oxen browzing what grows 
upon it, and thus supplying a light manuring. Snow lies here in winter 
sometimes to a considerable depth, the elevation of the country 
being great, especially of the adjacent mountains, the Kamiesbergeo. 
We are now in the colonial part of Little Namaqua Land. 

29th H!th mo., First-day. We had some religious service with 
the u~ited families of Dirk C?etzi. and Piel Hagenbach, some visit• 
ers bemg also present ; a11d hkew1se read -ith our own men, and 
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spent a little time in silent devotion. In the afternoon we walked to 
the top of one of the adjacent hills for exercise, and to " view the 
land.'' The scenery was magnificent, but the appearance of the 
country far from inviting. Granite mountains, and beyond them the 
ocean on one hand, and the clayslate and sandstone mountains of the 
Bokkeveld bounded the panoramic view on the ether. In the inter
vening COllntry the houses of two Boors with their corn-fields, and 
a few sandy roads, showed that this wilderness was inhabited by 
human beings. The sight of the•Atlantic awakened emotions con
nected with the termination of our protracted journeyings, such as, 
though not unpleuing, are yet not desirable to be much indulged ; 
for as the conclusiol\ of a voyage is often fraught with more dan
ger than its course, so is it often with the conclusion of such ser
vices as we are engaged in. The mind is in danger of being unduly 
diYerted by anticipations of the future, and thus distracted from 
present duty. 

80th 12th mo. One of the oxen continuing unable to walk, we 
were under the necessity of leaving it. The road to the ascent of 
the Kamiesberg continued over sandy, granitic hills. Leaving this 
road I walked to Doorn Kraal, where a family ill in the measles 
were living in two large mat huts till they should have opportunity 
to build a house: they received my visit agreeably, and, as well as a 
stranger whom I had before met and who was casually there, ac
cepted a few tracts; their crop of wheat was very thin. Making a 
direct course among some hills to the ascent of the Kamiesberg, I 
found the waggon outspaoned there about a mile from water, whither 
the oxen were driven and left for the night. As we are now com
ing upon a new field of labour among the Namaqua Hottentots, l 
will here first remark that, so far as I can ascertain in regard to the 
Hottentots living in the district through which we have lately passed, 
and in which there are some per;;ons that behave kindly to them, 
they are, generally, far from being in circumstance3 favourable to ad
Yancement in Christian knowledge, or in the enjoyment of that 
measure of freedom whirh is designed for them as British subjerts, 
and which is essential to their improvement even as servants. 
Neither they nor the Boors among whom they live have any reli
gious instructions, except the latter go to Clan William for it; which 
some of them do once a quarter to the "Nacht Maal ;'' (i. c. "Lord's 
Supper," as it is called;) nor have they any schoolmasters among 
them except such as some few of them hire for a year or two to 
teach the whole family, not, however, including the coloured. These 
schoolmasters are generally old soldiers, or persons who h!ive been 
unsuccessful in business, through the temptation to use strong drink 
being too great for them in towns. Under these circumstances it is 
not to be expected that the Hotten tots will receive much instruction, 
and it is rare indeed to find one of them that can read. Their 
wages arc three rds. (4s. 6d.) a month, with fo-d and lathing at the 
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discretion of tl1eir employers: and they nre meanly clad and loJgrd 
in dirty outhouses, devoid of every comfort. Under present ar
rangement,, they nm have their wagea on applying for them, and th'J' 
are at liberty lo !eek a fresh master; but the Boora are so connected, 
that it is not easy for one who has not been satisfied with his old 
employer to obtain employment from another. And it is as difficult 
for one travelling on such an errand to obtain food. If a Hottentot 
think himself aggrieved, and complain to the Fieldcomet, who is 
himself a Boor, and generally ready to clefend his fellow, he stri•es 
to throw the blame on the Hottentot ; so that the last look1 upon the 
receipt of a flogging as the probable result of complaint, and there
Core patiently bears his wrongll, The coloured dasses are not how
ever altogether friendless in this part of the country, though liable 
to be severely handled by the whites, as the following aner-dote may 
show. A Bushman had stolen a sheep from a farmer on the Bok
kcnld, and W!ls found roasting it in a neighbouring kloof: he wa, 

one who had occasion:illy worked for Doors and could speak a little 
Dutch; for this offence he received a flogging, being at the same 
time informed that he might always obtain meat at the Door's if he 
"·ould come and work for it. After a time he stole another sheep, wall 
agnin detected and brought to the Boor's house, where a lash of three 
i;trops of dressed hide was prepared to flog him with: against this 
the Boor's wife expostulated, saying one strop was enough. The 
Bushman was commanded to strip and lie down, and he received 
many severe stripes on his back: at length l:e was unable to bear 
thi: pain and turned over; he was commanrlcd ngain to present his 
back or he should receive the stripes as he laid. He replied, be 
would not turn, " Bas'' (Master) must do as he liked. The Bush
man wns then struck on the belly and insides of the thighs in a nry 
uarbarous mnnncr, till the deadly mge of the Boor subsided, and the 
Bushman was going away. At this moment a brother of the Boor 
cnme up, and hearing what the Bushman had done, beat him about 
the head with such violence that he broke the small honE' of bis 
own nrm. The Door's wife said this was a judgment upon him, for 
the Bushman had already rel·eived more than a sufficient punishment, 
for his offence was not a great one. The stealing of a sheep by a 
hungry man in the situation of the Bushman was rightly regnrdrJ by 
the woman; and cruel ns was the beating of the Boor, he was ne,·er
theless more merciful than the English law, which a fE"w years ago 
would have put a man to death for such an offence, and which, if l 
mistake not, would yet consign him to slavery a, a convict for the 
residue of his life. Sometimes, however, the Boors take the law 
into their own hands, and inflict capital punishment. Two of thE"m 
are said, some yeHrs ago, to have 11hot a white man on the Bokke Veld 
Kurroo, where he had shot an ox, and to have left his remains un
buried. It is supposed that the man that was shot was a sailor, and 
\\ hethcr hunger or some other cause tempted him to kill the ox, his 
,dt>5troycrs tlid not stop to inquire. I rann. t• t gar that among 
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those who have emigrated are a very c:onsidernble number who have 
blood-guiltiness upon their consl·ieuces; and the others inherit the 
curse of a "spirit of unrest" from other causes: an evil spirit that 
nothing but the power of Di~ine grace can cast out ; and much do 
I desire that they may come to understand where the evil lies, and 
seek the remedy where alone it can be found, viz.: in a hearty re
~ntance toward God, and faith toward the Lord Jesus Christ. Con
sidering the disadvantageous circumstances under which the Boors 
have been brought up, they are, notwithstanding all their misdeeds, 
real objects of sympathy. 

Sht lllth mo. At an early hour we commenced the uccnt of 
the Kamiesberg. The herdsman wished to have left an exhausted 
ox at the water, but it was unwilling to remain alone, and followed 
the others to the foot of the hill, which, however, it could not dimb. 
:Much of the road is very steep, notwithstanding it hu been cut in 
several places. We reached the top of this first ascent in an hour 
and seven minutP.s, and outspanned near a beautiful little spring of 
clear water, which made a plot of ground belO\v marshy ; upon which 
were the elegant little monopsis conspicua, and another of the lobelia 
tribe, and a bartsia with pink and white blossoms, as well as several 
other little plants. After resting three hours we proceeded over 
some less formidable hills to the side of a little bushy streamlet, is
suing from an adjacent kloof, and murmuring along its rugged gra
nitic bed. Here we again rested under a large bush till the heat of 
the day was passed, and were visited by a Boor living higher up the 
mountain, who came to inquire if we needed help: but, though our 
number of efficient oxen is considerably reduced, we still had suf
ficient to pJll us up another long winding steep. Thi11 being ascended 
we coulcl see the Atlantic from the road, brilliantly reffecting the 
setting sun. Passing the Boor's house, where his wife was sick in 
the measles, of which his mother died lately, and some land lately 
cleartd of corn, we left this friendly man ; who spoke rationally on 
the conduct of many of his countrymen that have emigrated to Natal, 
saying that though he did not doubt but Natal was a more fruitful 
country, yet it wa~ not a land of peace; he, however, estimated the 
fruitfulness ot' the Kamiesberg much higher than I could see 
g rnund for. When there is plenty of rain the land will he likely to 
vield abundance, but abstractly, a puor, granite sand is far from a 
1·ruitful country. Our road w.is now down a toilsome steep, hemmed 
in with rocks am\ bushes, so as to rc:c1uire great care in driving. We 
outspanned in a deep kloof between two rough granite ridges, having 
"rass between the stones near the summit, and small bushes down 
~o the margin of "a tinkling rill" of sweet nnd clear water-swE>et 
contradistinguishcd from 1.Jrackish-a tr~at in Africa, such as the 
privaiion:. of this l.,]es~ing only can enable persons fully to estimate. 
Here the last hours of 1839 passed o\·er our heads ; but such was 
our drowsiness, induced I.Jy the heat and fatigues o the d»y, not-
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withstanding we had only been about four hours actually travelling, 
that, though we read in the Srriptures ns usual with our people, there 
wns little capacity for reflection remaining. 

1st 1st mo, 1840. Parsuing our mountain journey, we JIIS9'd 
two farms on the left, at which there were extensive corn-lands, and 
outspanned at noon by the side of a brook near which a herd of 
cattle were feeding, belonging to H. A. Engelbrecht, of fuel Fon
tein; on whom we afterwards called. The vales become flatter and 
more extensive among the tops of these little Alps; the most elented 
peak of which is near this plare, and is said to be 2,880 feet abo,e 
the level of the sea. The house at Ezel Fontein is marked, like 
those of many othera of the African Boors, by a clump of white 
poplars. These are planted at the spring or fountain, and supply 
wood for roofing, and many other useful purposes; which but for 
this ei:pedient would have to be brought perhaps more than 100 
miles. After making another considerable ascent, near the top of 
which a heath was growing at a spring, (the first we have seen since 
leaving Lishuani, in the Bechnana rountry,) we came upon the com
lands of the missionary station, where many Hottentota were busy 
reaping rye ; and, as the day wu closing, we welcomed the sight of 
the village of Lily Fountain, where we received a kind greeting from 
Joseph and Mary Ann Jackson, the former of whom was out when 
we arrived, having accompanied a missionary party a little way oo 
their road for Great N amaqua Land. Here we soon felt at home, not 
only on account of a Christian welcome, but from Joseph Jackson 
being a native of Sheflleld, and his wife of Bawtry. On tea being 
over, letters were prepared for the monthly post, which leava to
morrow morning for Clan William, 

2nd 1st mo. Wishing to confer with Edward Cook, of Nisbet 
Bath, respecting our journey into Great Namnqua Land, JOBeph 
Jackson accompanied us three hours and a half on horseback, onr 
a continu11tion of the mountains, to the place where the miS!lionary 
party were outspanneJ : they consisted of Edward Cook and his wife 
and family, and Joseph Tindall and his wife and son. We spent 
as pleasant an afternoon with them as the great heat would allow, 
under the shade of a large canvass stretched between two waggons, 
and which was permanently attached to one of them. Joseph 
Tindall, who is a native of Gringley-011-the-Hill, in N ottingbam
shire, has left a good business in Cape Town, under the belief that 
it was his dnty to join the Grent Namaqna Land Mission as a ca
techist, and his wife unites in this exemplary dedic11tion. 

On deliberately conferring upon the subject of our journey, we 
·concluded that it would be best for us to visit the two stations of 
the London Missionary Society in Little Namaqua Land, before at
~empting to recross the Great Orange River, and to perform the 
Journey on horseback. After seeing this i teresti " company "'·ilh 
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tbeir Hottentot attendants set forward in the cool of the clay, 
we returned to Lily Fountain, repassing a vacant house with an 
attached farm lately purehased by the Wesleyans from a Boor who 
emigrated, and from which, as from the others in this neighbour
hood, the Hottentots \Vere dri\•en, within a comparatively recent 
period. The father of a Hottentot family, now at Lily Fountain, 
lived in former days at the first farm we came to on· the Kamies- 1 

berg, but on the predecessors of the present occupants taking posses
sion, he, with his dependants, was compelled to leave the place, not
withstanding it had been the possession of their forefathers for many 
generations. 

3rd 1st mo. Being a good deal exhausted with travelling, and 
much disposed to recruit through the medium of sleep, I spent most 
of the day in thus taking rest; having several times noticed thar, 
when this urgent claim of nature was resisted, an attack of fever was 
the consequence. 

4th 1st mo. Joseph Jackson accompanied us to Ezel Fontcin, to 
see if H. A. Engelbrecht would agree to allow our oxen to feed on 
his ground during our stay in this part of' tlie country ; he said, if 
we could not do better, the cattle might run with his milch cows, 
for he knew that the pasturage at Lily Fountain must be ex
hausted. In aeaaons like this many places where there is grass 
cannot be browzed for want of water. This ia the casewith the 
Onder Veld, the low country between the Kamiesbergen and the 
11ea. The occupation of Lily Fountain by the Wesleyans as a mis
aionary 1tation for the Hottentots, who had been driven from all the 
other fountains in the vicinity, waa granted by Lord Charles Some~, 
while he was governor of the Cape Colony; and they were also allowed 
to occupy the contiguous unappropriated lands-their own possession 
from their ancestors: the neighbouring Boors, however, contend that 
their own cattle straying upon these lands, or the more direct mission 
property, (except that which has been purchased,) cannot be im
pouuded, because it is Government land! while they rigidly impound 
tho■e of the Hottentots : and the distance of the pound, with ex
penaes at a rate per mile adapted to the vicinity of Cape Town, and 
other more thickly inhabited parta of the colony, renders this system 
so ruinous to the Hottentot&, that many of the best belonging to the 
station say, another such year as the last would drive them to seek 
refuge from such oppression beyond the Great Orange River. 

6th 1st mo. First-day. A prayer-meeting was held soon after sun
rise, in which the missionary and several of 1he natives, mRle and 
female, were engaged in VOClll supplication. The prayers of two of 
the women were in the Hottentot language, which the people gene
ntlly use in conversation, and some of them understand better thon 
the Dutch, which most of them have ag~~~~~Y -; 't'J:thstanding 
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the difficulty of acquiring the Hottentot language, many of the Boon 
of this part of the country speak it fluently, having learned it in 
childhood by association with their Hottentot servants and the chil
dren of these. Two services were held in the chapel, which iM a neat 
building, but not of most convenient form; I addressed the coogre
gation, amounting to about 4-00, which met in the chapel, at wme 
length in the morning, as did 11lso my dear companion in the after
noon. In the evening the mission family, after the reading of a por
tion of Scripture, listened to the expression of my exercise on their 
behalf. I h11d much counsel and encouragement to convey to theit 
devoted labourers in the work of evangelization. 

6th 1st mo. I stepped into the school, in which there were sixty 
children seated on the floor; for timber is so far to bring to thil 
ph1ce, (viz. from the Great Orange River,) that neither the school 
nor the chapel are t1eated. A fe1v persona bring rude chairs or stools 
with them to the chapel, and the rest sit upon the ground. A oati1·e 
young man acts as schoolmaster; but he has had few advantages, 
and there is a-lack of liveliness and system in the school, and a con
sequent defect in the progress of the pupils, many of whom have very 
intelligent countenances. Great advantage would result., if, before 
missionaries leave EnglRnd, they were to have a few weeks' training 
in the Borough• Road School, and also in some good infant school; 
so as to be qualified to organize schools for mntual instruction, oo 
systematic plans, at their respecti1•e stations. Good schools nre 
great helps, bolh in civilization and in preparation for the reception 
of the Gospel. By disciplining the mind, they prepl\re it for more 
ready submission to the transforming power of Divine grace; the 
habit of self-denial becomes established early; and often, under the 
blessing of the Most High on the humble labours of pious school 
teachers, the seed of the kingdom is sown in the youthful heart, and 
begins early to grow as in cultivated ground. Many of the people 
here, including some of the members of the missionary family, are 
suffering severely from ophthahnia, and are scarcely able to endure 
the light. The Namaqua Hottentot& live universally in mat buts: 
there arc at present twenty of thue at Lily Fountain, and othen in 
the immediate vicinity: they are easily removed to the Onder Veld, 
or to a greater distance, as the grass faila upon the mountain districts, 
which is constantly the case in winter, when there is also much snow, 
and the Onder Veld is not nearly so cold. At that season, the Boors 
of the Kamiesberg shut up their houses, and sojourn in the Onder 
Veld, in mat buts. These have some advantages over tents, in 11d
dition to being cheaper. The Hottentots make the mats for them
selves, or purchase them one of another: the huts nre a better pro
tection against the sun than tents, and are not ne11rly so close in 
warm weather; nor, after the first wetting, is the damp so great in 
them in rain: from their form, they are more roomy in proportion to 
the area on which they stand. I have hear. ~t em l>jected to on ac-
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count of defect of cleanliness ; but this.is more a.he fault of the peo
ple who occupy them. I have seen a Boor's family living in one of 
large dimensions, in which everything was neat and de:m: the cook
ing w1111 done outside, or in another hut ; and no fire was brought 
into the larger one, except a little in a smokeless 1tate, in a komfoor, 
a aort of box used by 1he Dutch women to set their feet on in cold 
weather, and which includes a amall iron basin (kom) with fire (vuur). 
But the Hottcntots are no, yet 1ufficiently advanced in civilization to 
be atyled a cleanly people; whether living in cottages or mat huts, 
the few who have acquired cleanly habits are exceptions to the gene
ral rule : their common place for fire is the middle of the ffoor, 
and as 1here are no outlets for the smoke but the door and crevices, 
everything become. blackened ; and the common seat is the ground. 

8th l Rt mo. The sheep and goats belonging to the Hotten tots 
being chiefly at n distance, on account of the grain crops, which are 
all grown on unfenced lands throughout Southern Africa, we have 
found difficulty in obtaining meat for our. people. The sheep and ,, 
<'al.tie in this land are subject to periodical diseases, some of which 
prevllil more on the mountains, and others in the lower rountry. 
Some of I.he Houentots of Lily Fountain have a considerable num-
ber of sheep and cattle, but others are very poor; eight have 
waggons: they are an interesting people, and never· having been 
brought into subjection by the Boors, there is much more indepen
dence of character among them than among the colonial Hottentots 
fr&nerally; and tbe principle■ of the Gospel, under the Di,•ine bless-
ing on missionary labours, have done great things for them, both in 
regard to civilization and to the more important work regarding the 
salvation of the soul: they may as properly be termed a Christian 
community u any other in Southern Africa. 

Vi,it to Namaqua Land. 

9th 1st mo. Having hired five horaes, in addition to five of 
our own, we left Lily Fountain, ace<>mpanied by our Bechuana 
attendant, Seberioe, and by William Snewe or Snevy, a pious Nama
qua Hottentot, whom we engaged as guide and interpreter. Each of 
na had two horses for riding, in addition to two carrying packs, with 
provisions, clothing, &c. In two hours we reached the house of J.P. 
Koetze, a brother of F. Koetze, of the Bokkeveld: here we were hospi
tably entertained, our hor&e1 being supplied with a mixtare of corn Rnd 
chafF, and oureelvea with coffee, for which no payment waa accepted. 
Several youog Boors from other places being here, the opportunity 
for 1,1utting a few tracts into circulation was favourable. Toward 
fivenmg, ( when, in the summer months, in this part of Africa, a breeze 
. rom the sea usually sets in and reduces the heat,) we resumed our 
Journey. 'fbe path laid down a very rough steep kloof of gneia, that 
" 81 also bushy, and \found among granitic mo ntains on which, at 
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a lower level, there were arborescent shrubs. In two houra and a 
half we arrived at ·the dwelling of Cornelius van der Westhuy!eD, 
where we were kindly welcomed and entertained by the family, with 
whom and some other persons, visitors, as well as residents at the 
same place, we had much conversation on religious topics. in which 
we endeavoured to direct their attention to the practical nature of the 
G01pel. One of the company, in particular, was exceedingly ready 
at quoting Scripture; but this is sometimes the case where the mind 
is still in much darkness, and the life far from a practical exhibition 
of the principles of Christianity. We were comfortably lodged upon 
the ffoor of the blacksmith's shop, which was well ,wept, and had 
sheets made of spring-bok skins spread upon it, on which were laid 
soft feather-beds. 

10th 1st mo. Our attentive host furnished us with coffee early, as 
it is generally taken by the Boors; and after tl\king leave of se..-enl 
individuals, among whom were some far advanced in years, we re
mounted and pursued our way to Cobus (Jacobus) Kotze's, at \Voln 
Poort, where meat and bread were obtained ; for which the hos
pitable people declined accepting payment; but we brought away 10 
large a quantity that it seemed due to make a small present of a 

. different kind in return. No payment was accepted for our enter
tainment last night, except for some barley, purchased at our request 
from a neighbour for the horses. At'ter the horses had drank at a place 
dug in the sandy bed of the Wolve Poort River, we travelled on till 
noon, when we stopped in a dry kloof that afforded a little pastur
age for the horses. The heat was great, and the shade small, but I 
got a little sleep under the shelter of a stunted doornboom, anJ then 
walked gently about, by which means the suffering from the burning 
sun was materially reduced. Lizards were numerous on the rocks; 
the largest about fifteen inches long : most of them were of rough 
species. Here I noticed some traces of copper-ore ; and there were 
rocks of sandstone. In the course of the day we travelled over 
granite, gneis, quartz, and feldspar, and saw some traces of basalt. 
A small sn11ke that was carrying off a lizard escaped from the sam
bocs of our people into a thick bush: we have seen very few of these 
animals for several months; but G. W. Walker killed two small 
horned-snakes as we a3cended the Kamiesberg: neither birds nor 
other animals are numerous here : a 110litary s~ies of antelope. 
called the duiker, and a hare were all the game we saw to-day. The 
scarcity of water, probably, has occasioned them to forsake the coun
try; for, notwithstanding the granite hills are about 1000 feet high, 
the land is in this direction very destitute of water; we halted, how
ever, in the course of the af1ernoon, at a place where enough was ob
tained to make coffee, and to allow the horses an inadequate supply, 
and then rode on till after sunset, when we reached the dwelling of 
A. and Hanna van Zyl and family, by whom we were hospitably 
received, and accommodated in the best w . their house afforded ; 
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beds being prepared for us on their sitting-room floor, in the snmc 
manner as those on which we reposed last night. Before retiring to 
rest, much conversation passed on religious subjects, for which some 
of the company seemed to have an open ear. 

11 tb 1st mo. Our host declined accepting payment for the provi
sion consumed by ourselves or the horses; we therefore made a small 
present to his wife, who deservedly bears the character of a kind
hearted woman: her kindness extends not only to white and coloured 
people generally, but also to dumb animals. Among her pensioners 
were a blind sheep that was brought into the house by one of her sons 
to get a little milk, and two meer-kats-animals said by some to be 
a species of ground-squirrel ; but, at least in a domestic state, carni
vorous: they are about the size of a large rat, and of a brown colour, 
with dark bars across the back ; they stand up on their hind feet to 
look around them ; and in this position thes~ made a protracted chat
tering, in a manner so exhortatory 8!I to be very amusing: they form 
their burrows in association, in patches, sometimes three or four yards 
across, where the ground is sandy, and there are a few very small 
hushes. Baboons arc numerous in this part of the country, and 
often troublesome among the corn; some of them are large; I mis
took one yesterday for a calf, as it fled down an adjacent hill. The 
little garden here is watered from a feeble spring, and frnm a dam in 
which the rain, falling on a large round-topped bluff of solid granite, 
such as is common in this part of the country, is collected. These 
bare, red, skull-like masses of rock form the summits of many of 1he 
hills of this mountain countrv. In the course of the journey this 
morning there was sometimes a view of the sea, and at others, on the 
opposite hand, of the Kousie or Duffel's River-the colonial bound
ary-in a deep kloof under lofty hills. It was margined by doorn
booms, now in blossom, but presented no water on its sandy bed. 
After a vain search for water at noon, near some old cattle kraals, we 
reached Brak Fontein by a broken path of rough, red, compact feld
spar where there were a few pools of muddy water, strongly impregnated 
with sheep-dung; but we were glad to reach water, even in this state; 
and to obtain the shade of a solitary doornboom, to the ends of the 
branches of which numerous nests were suspended. Here, after taking 
some food and having a short rest, we assembled twenty-three people 
belonging to the mission station of Komaggas, who had arrived with 
their rattle yesterday, and had erected three mat l1uts. A chapter in 
the New Testament was read, and we endeavoured to convey to them 
the feeling of Christian interest excited in our minds on their behalf: 
W. Snevy interpreted with great facility into the Hottentot language: 
w h1ch was better understood by most of them than Dutch. There was 
to my mind a sweet feeling of solemnity as this little service was en
tered upon, which was very comforting, and received as a token for 
good from the Father of mercies. In continuing our journey we 
passed some places where thin crops $;z8W n <l}@,<b~en harvested 
among the hill!'; and look a path leading down a kfdof between hills 
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of milk-quartz, above which were places out o( which a white pow
Jery earth had been dug, that is used in the place of lime for whitt
washing. For a considerable distance the path was ao rough and 
bad, that it was only just practicable to travel O\'er ii. At lengtli 
we reached the foot of these granitic hills, and arrived at Komaggas, 
where a few cottages and mat huts, a little windmill, and some gar• 
dens, watered by a fluent spring, give an interest to the scene ofno 
common kind in this wilderness. We had the di•ppointment of 
finding that our missionary friend, Johannes Hendericua Schmelen, 
was gone with his wife and two of her brothers and aeveral of the 
people, to the coast to fish, and were not expected to return for • 
veral days ; but we met a kind welcome from bia three daughters 
and aunt. 

12th 1st mo. First-day. The population of Komaggu is Tf!!rf 
fluctuating, many of them being often under the necessity of making 
temporary remo\'als with their cattle : the number now upon the 1ta
tion is small : a large proportion of them are, more or leu remotely, 

• of Dutch and Hottentot df"SCent. The language of the latter ii that 
chiefly in use; and into it the New Testament and a bymn-bool 
have been translated by J. H. Schmelen, assisted by his first wife, 
who was a pious Hottentot; his daughters hue had a fair education, 
and speak English as well as Hottentot and Dutch. The remotenea 
of their situation, the absence of polite society, and necessary atten
tion to rural und domestic nffairs, give them much of that kind of 
character which mny be supposed to have attached to women in the 
patriarchal ages ; nmong whom, ne\'erlheless, were the • holy womea 
of old,' respecting whom honourable mention is made in the Scrip
tures. The present wife of J. H. Schmelen is of Dutch extraction: 
he has shown his wisdom in not contemning one who wu a suitable 
companion because of hHing a tinge of colour. She bad long proved 
her efficiency as a school teacher in Cape Town, and to thi1 part of 
the mission-\\·ork her attention is chiefly directed; her aunt, Cornelia 
van Laar, who is an uncommon example of kindness and attention, 
taking the chief management of domestic affairs. The people met 
early in the forenoon and evening; when I was requested to read 
a chapter to them, which I felt a freedom to do, and also made re
ference to many other passages u they were brought to my recollec
tion, and were the means of enabling me to convey the exercise I 
felt on behalf of those assembled. My dear companion took no 
part in the labours to-day; he remained in the house in the evening, 
having now a heavy cold affecting his voice, in addition to pain in hia 
aide, which came on on the 7th instant, and bu rather increased. I 
accidentally omitted transcribing the memorandum made that day; 
when we had some conversation with two Boors on the general 
defect of thankfulness Rmong persons of their clau for the blessings 
they r:feive; by which, like many of our English farmers, they lose 
the enJ?ymem of rhings received, in vain ·t~~t • t und complaint 
rcspcclrng those wit hire Id, o,g,t,zed by 
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13th 1st mo. Remained at Komaggas, my dear companion being 
too unwell to proceed, and we not yet clear as to whether it may be 
best to visit J. H. Schmelen and the party with him on the coast, or 
to proceed direct to the station of Michael Wimmer. The buildings 
at Komaggas are of very unpretending character, but constructed for 
utility. They consist of a sitting-room, store, and several sleeping 
apartments, in a row ; a kitchen behind ; and, contiguous, but not 
attached, a chapel, waggon-house, and windmill. These are of rough 
atone, and plastered; and the r.hapel is seated with benches of mason
work, plastered and whitewashed-wood being here too 11Carce to be 
applied for this purpose; none being to be had nearer than the 
Orange River, except from a few kamel-doorns, some of which have 
been sacrificed for making a neat pulpit, which is the work of a bro
ther-in-law of the missionary, Three of the people also have cot
tages; the rest occupy mat huts; of which, at the present, there are 
only 18 on the station. Sometimes there are more than 80, and from 
70 to 110 children in the school. The progress made in reading is 
slow and irregular, in consequence of the moving about of the peo
ple with their cattle. There are also many other discouragements to 
the mind of an ardent missionary. Such a people are not, however, 
to be neglected. I cannot doubt that the residence of J. H. Schmelen 
among them hos been of great use; and the London Missionary 
Society may have great satisfaction in having cared for these few 
sheep in this corner of the wilderness, among whom are some of 
Christ's Bock. The land granted by the Government to this station 
ia 64,000 morgen; (128,000 acres;) but it is of very poor quality, 
and, except at the missionary station, almost destitute of water in 
dry weather. It may be described as granitic sand, besprinkled with 
small bushes. Grass is scarcely to be found upon it, except near the 
spring, where it grows among brak-bushea, and, after rain, in scat
tered patches on the flat which extends to the coast. The crops of 
corn grown on the mountain arc often so thin that they would 
he scarcely thought worth reaping in England. The greatest popu
lation here is about 400; members of the church 86. 

14th 1st mo. We have concluded to visit the fishing party on the 
coast, and to avail ourselves of the conduct of Girt Kloete, whose 
parents reside here, and who is going to the mouth of the Orange 
River, where he generally lives, and has cattle feeding. In the even
ing I had an opportunity of pointing out to the people the importance 
of being temperate on principle: they are generally so from neces
sity; but occasionally they make strong honey-beer, -and intoxicate 
themselves; and, more rarely, a trader brings brandy, and dispenses 
it to them to obtain more ready purchase for his goods, which are 
then bought beyond the necessities of the purchasers. 

15th 1st mo. After an early breakfast, we took leave of Cornelia 
van Laar, and the daughters of J. H. Schmelen,wl e ministered 
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to our necessities in every way they could think of, and accompan~d 
Girt Kloete, his brolher Piet, and our other two attendants, journeying 
over an undulating country, with mountains of milk-quarts on the 
right, to Zand Fountain, in the bed of the Oegat or Komaggas Rinr: 
where, at the foot of some rock■ that afforded shelter from the scorrb
ing sun, there was a small bole of brackish water, much fouled by 
horses, thirty-two of which, including foals, were assembled to drink 
when we arrived ; but as the quantity of water was small and the 
spring weak, they bad to wait one for another, We drove them all 
off, and enlarged the hole, that c.ur own might drink ; but the poor 
animal■ were ao thirsty that they continually returned. Two went to a 
short distance and scraped holes in the sand with one foot, and th111 
obtained water; but the hole being small, one draught emptied it, and 
the animal had then to wait till more sprung. We could not but 
admire the instinct by which these animals had learned 10 procure 
water for themselves in this thirsty land. While the heat was great we 
rested, and drank coffee as fast as our sma]) apparatus, consisting of a 
little copper kettle, lent us by J osepb Jackson, and four tins that pack 
one inside the other surmounted by the lid, would allow: the badnes1 
of the water was overcome by thirst, and thus the difficulty in that re
spect vanished. When the sea-breeze set in, we rode to a place called 
Bonte Koe, where water was thrown up out of a deep hole in the~ of 
the Kowsie River, by means of the vessels made of the wiJlow of the 
Orange River, called bambuses. Here a small party of Hottentot• 
were residing; one of whom was brought up at Lily Fountain. We 
rested some time in her hut, and read a chaptrr with as many of the 
people as could be colJected; and directed them to the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit for guidance in the way of salvation. These people sup
plied us with some milk, which was very grateful, the water here being 
also brackish. We again resumed our juurney when the moon al'OI(', 
now leaving the colony, and travelled over sandy ground till ten o'clock, 
when we offsaddled for the night near some hills of micaceous schist, 
where there was grass for the horses, but no water: coffee was, how
ever, made of some brought in a calabash, and after it we went to 
rest in our karosses upon the sand, thankful for the many men-in 
conferred upon us. 

16th 1st mo. After a scanty meal of coffee and bread, we rode 
briskly about twenty miles over sandy grourrd, on which the fresh 
traces of the gemsboks' feet were numerous, to Oeg Grawep or 
Footjea Kraal, where there was a hole of good water, near a solitary 
mat hut, occupied by Jonas Engelbrecht and his family, who had 
charge of some cattle belonging to J. H. Schmelen. Here we rested, 
the heat being intense, and read to the people and spoke to them on 
the way of salvation. At the conrlusion of the opportunity J. En
gelbrecht, who is an aged coloured man, said he could acknowledge 
that what ~ad been said was the truth ; for that before any mission-
ary came mto this part of the countrv hea, eh troubled in 

D1glrized by -



81 

minJ, under a feeling that al] waa not right with him, though he 
could hardly ■ay in what : but as he kept under these feelings be 
was made watchful and more peaceful ; but when he heard that a 
missionary was come, he wenfto him, and then he learned more clearly 
the way of salvation: he also leanied to read, and brought his Bible 
and hymn-book with him into the wilderness. The former we had 
noticed suspended in a sheep-skin, and having the corners of the 
leaves worn off by long and constant use. The hymn-book (a small 
Dutch collection) was placed inside ; and he pointed out a compre
hensive hymn, which he said included his frequent prayer. Here 
appeared to be simple Christianity in its humblest garb, but proved 
by the vicissitudes of many years; and we were gladdened by the 
addition of the old man's testimony to the value of that teaching, by 
which, in the days of his ignorance, he had been led to seek after a 
better state ; and which had prepared him to receive the doctrine of 
redemption by a crucified Saviour; and strengthened him to follow 
on to know the Lord and to serve Him·: for this testimony was home 
in simplicity before our two attentive guides, Girt Kloete and his bro
ther, who left us here, and pursued their route toward the mouth of 
the Orange River, while we took the track leading between the 
mountains toward the coast. The sun bad set long before we reached 
Robben Bai, i. e., Bay of Seals, where we found the fishing party with 
their four waggons,and received a hearty welcome from J. H. Schmelen 
and his wife and her brothers. A meal of fish and coffee was quickly 
prepared ; and, notwithstanding the weather was foggy and the wind 
high, we managed to keep our■elves warm by means of karosses, un
der the shelter of the canvass stretched from the side of one of 
the waggons, assisted by a wall of bushes ; and here we enjoyed the 
company of our devoted missionary friends, who, we were glad to 
find, had been favoured with success in their fishing expedition. 

17th 1st mo, The people were all busy salting the fish they had 
taken; which are an important addition to their stock of food, that 
is ol\en scanty. The chief kind taken by the net here is called 
harder, and is probably the same as that called mullet in New South 
Wales : it comes in shoals, but will not take a bait. More were 
caught in one day than would 611 the waggons, and than could be 
aalted whilst good. For this purpose skins let into the ground, like 
tanpits, are used ; and also a square-ended boat, made of wood from 
the Orange River, which fits upon the floor of one of the waggona, 
h is quite a time of feasting for all but Seberioe, who, like other 
Bechuanas, has acquired a prejudice against fish. The Hottentot 
women and children from an adj11eent village have been frying and 
eating during a great part of the day, and have taken a large quan
tity home with them. The dogs also have l1elped themselves, as 
likewise the jackals in the night : and 1uch birds as eat fieh now ob
tain an ample 1upply, These are numerous, as well as those that 
eat maritime worms, &c. Flamingoes, pelicans. !th n.-'t'eese, ibises, 
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penguins, gulla, stints, &c. porpoises also in pursuit of their finny 
prey, come within the rocks that near}y shut out the bay from the 
open sea. Water is obtained here in two places by digging in the 
sand, and it ia of pretty good quality. There ia another Hottentot 
village at the mouth of the Kowsie River, and one alao at the mouth 
of the Orange River. These are all on this desolate part of the 
cout. Among letters of which we were the bearers, was one to J. 
H. Schmelen, from one of his brothers, of whom he had not beard 
for ten years; and also one from another quarter, informing him of 
the appointment of a young man to assist him, by the Rhenish Mit
aionary Society. The inftuence of J. H. Schmelen baa "idently 
been very extensive and important among the scattered and moving 
population of this part of Afrit"a, Several of the people came in 
the evening from the village, decently dre6Sed for their circum
atances, and assisted in drawing the net; by which another large 
quantity of fieh wu captured, including several large crayfish. 

18th 1st mo. The net was again drawn this morning, but took 
nothing. In the afternoon I walked with Christian 8am ( one of the 
brother, of E. M. Schmelen) to the village of the Namaquas; which 
at present consists of on}y three huts, but the families occupying 
them are more numerous : the people are far from being so fat. u I 
had heard thoee living on the coast described to be; neverthelea, 
excepting two, they are in good t"ase, One of the women appeared 
to be very old, and the number of children was considerable. They 
are said to be very harmless, and to live in great quiet, having a n 
cows and goats. They take fish by meana of lines, and barter th~m 
in a dried state with people in the interior, for tobacco and a few 
other articles. One of the men has a gun of inferior quality that be 
purchased for 30 rds. of a trader. The men wear jacketa, trowaers, 
and waistcoats of leather; and have hate or caps : the women have 
sheepskin karosses, and a sort of petticoat of 1eather: their }anguage 
is Hottentot, but two or three understand a 1itt1e Dutch. The village 
ia considerably above the shore, among eandbanks that extend far 
back from the coast, and which in some places are destitute of v~ 
tation. The weather was cool and rather foggy. Many Bocks of 
Bamingoes and other birds were on the wing. The flamingoes fty in 
two diverging Jines, meeting in front, like wild geeae: their figure is 
much like a walking-stick. imperfec-t1y hooked, with a pair of splendid 
crimson wings; but when wading, their appearance ia plump, resem
bling a swan mounted on long straight legs, and the esternal plum
age is pale rosy b}usb. 

19th 1st mo. First-day. Some of the people came early from the 
village, which is about two mile1 diatanr, and J. H. Sebmelen and a 
man named April, formerly a slave, and another named Adam, 
prayed with them. After breakfast the company again assembled at 
tbe foot of the sand-hill, near the waggo -,-aev ra occupying the 
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vertebne of a whale as seats. Singing and prayer were succeeded 
by the reading of a portion of the twelfth chapter of John by J. H. 
Schmelen; who also stated that this portion of Scripture had pre
viously impressed his mind strongly ; and made some plain, brief 
comments, illustrative of the effect of faith in Christ. G. W. Walker 
and I followed, beginning from the same Scripture, William Snevy 
interpreting. The solid deportment of the congregation, which 
amounted to about twenty persons, was striking: they say of them
selves that they 11re blind and dumb concerning spiritual things; but 
there was an open door of utterance in declaring to them the un
searchable riches of Christ. After dinner I accompanied G. W. Walker 
and Jan Barn to the village: most of the men had gone to fish; for 
they have not yet learned the privilege of resting on the Sabbath
day : the provision of food is with them a daily occupation. Two 
of the men who had remained at home, also some of the women, came 
again to the waggons in the evening, when we were favoured in 
commending them to God, and to the grace that cometh by Jesus 
Christ; directing them to the light of the Spirit, revealed in the 
heart as a reprover of sin, and the evidence of the love of their 
Heavenly Father, seeking to draw them to the Son, that they might 
receive forgiveness of sins, and help to walk before Him in holiness. 
The review of the labours of this day has been accompanied by 
much feeling of sweetness. I have felt thankful to be employed 
amongst those with whom I had much unity of spirit, in declaring to 
this little group of people sitting in darkness, the light of the Lord, 
and the riches of his mercy in Jesus Christ. J. H. Schmelen 
is a man of very simple piety: his wife takes much interest in the 
work in which he is engaged, not only attending daily to the 
school, but on First-days devoting many hours to familiar religious 
instruction. 

20th 1st mo. The name of the Hottentot village, and of a little 
island adjacent is Aukotowa, or the place which took away the old 
man : this name has been given it in consequence of one of the men 
having been driven out to sea, and lost, in attempting to reach the 
island, to which they swim on logs of wood from the Orange River, in 
the same manner as those described at Ramah. Formerly they killed 
seals on the island, and exchanged the skins for various articles: but 
two rapacious Englishmen came, and made a sort of raft and 
destroyed so many seals as to load two waggons with the skins, since 
which time the seals have forsaken the place. Whales are occasion. 
ally cast up on the coast, either deprived of their blubber, or having 
drifted away when harpooned : these form feasts to the Hottentots, 
who often remove to their vicinity, and preserving their flesh by 
burying it deep in the sand, live principally upon it for many weeks 
together ! The oxen of our friends arriving early, and the waggons 
being packed, we all set out for Oeg Grawep about noon. Three of 
our horses being missing, W. Snevy went after them, and we over• 
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took him with them on the road : they had been to seek water at a 
place which a high tide had filled and covered with salt water at the 
time they were there, as was proved by their foot-prints; they had 
therefore been three days without drinking, and when we stopped 
they were so thirsty they could not eat ; we therefore made a abort 
rest, and went forward to Oeg Grawep, where there was a difficulty in 
preventing their taking too much. No traces were to be found of 0111! 
we left tired on the 16th: if he escaped falling a prey to the hyenas, 
he probably made his way back toward Komaggas, as the men with 
J. H. Schmelen's cattle had not seen him, and there was no water 
after passing Oeg Grawep, within his reach nearer than Zand Foo
tein. J. Englebrecht and family had left their former station this 
morning, the calves dying fast from some cause at Oeg Grawep; we 
were therefore the solitary occupants of these sand-hills for sereral 
hours; and having consented to llllow our kind friends to bring our 
luggage, were ,rithout food or suitable clothing for the nigbL Tbe 
breaking of a dizzleboom, (pole,) from a wheel sinking into the work
ing of one of the moles of this country, which are as large as a half. 
grown rabbit, had occasioned the delay; another of the waggons bad 
stuck too fast in the sand to be removed till the oxen should have had a 
night's rest. When the waggons arrived a little after midnight all 
our wants were supplied, and we partook cheerfully of coffee, fish, 
and bread, with the additional relish imparted by a fast from seven in 
the morning. 

21st 1st mo. Small rain fell in the night, but not in sufficient 
quantity to wet the karosses through in which we slept. After 
breakfasting on crawfish, bread, and coffee, and having our travelling 
stock of bread replenished out of the almost exhausted one of our 
kind friends, who also supplied us with dried fish and meat. we took 
leave of them, and proceeded over a series ot' sandy hills to an open 
flat, where there was grass but no water: here we stopped to let the 
horses feed. The heat was intense, and there was no shelter, hilt 
we endeavoure,J to get a little sleep, covering our heads from the san 
as well as we could. On resuming our journey, two of the bone1 
soon began to show signs of being exhausted, and we were obliged 
first to leave one and then the other. The tracks of gem1-bok1 were 
numerous, but we did not get a sight of any of them: they are among 
the larger species of antelope, and have stout, straight horns, three or 
four feet long, which they use so dexterously on the deiensi,e, that 
even lions are said rarely to attack them. The evening proved hasy 
and dark, and the remaining horses could only travel slowly: for 
some time our guide was uncertain respecting the path, but at length 
discovered we were upon the right one, which about eleven o'clock 
brought us to l\fui:shond Fontein, where an old Hottentot with 
his wife an.I children were the only residents. We stationed our
selves at a little distance from their hut; and the old man col
lected sticks, made us a fire, brought us milkt and used all his power 
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to serve us, We each drank half a pint of milk, and took a small 
piece of bread to allay the present cravings of hunger; and when 
more victuals were prepared, search was made for Seberioe, who was 
supposed accidentally to have fallen asleep among the bushes, from 
exhaustion, but he was nowhere to be found. On inquiry, the old 
Hottentot said he saw him fasten n rein about his loins: this left 
little doubt that he had gone back to see after the exhausted horses
a ta~k that we should have thought very unreasonable to have im
posed upon him; and he had already been apprised that, in conse
quence of the weak state of the others, we should remain over the 
morrow at this place. 

22nd 1st mo. About nine o'clock this morning Seberioe made his 
appearance with the two tired horses; one of which was, however, 
u~able to get up to the little spring till late in the evening. Seberioe 
himself was so fatigued and thirsty that he could hardly speak till 
he had had some coffee and a sleep. He had been travelling on foot 
from the time he left us last night. He gave as a reason for having 
gone in this way, that he knew he could bring them up better in the 
night than when the sun was hot: and he thought if he said any
thing, that we should object to his going: he said also, that he knew 
he could endure great fatigue, having gone for two days at a time 
without anything but a little water, when driving sheep. The Bechu
anu will generally endure great privation rather than diminish their 
capital by killing a sheep or an ox. After a rest he cleaned out the 
spring, which was in a narrow rocky kloof, and seemed little different 
from usual, There were brown leeches in the mud at the bottom of 
the fountain, suc.-h as are troublesome when they get into the mouths 
of horses, where they abide and suck the blood, The old Hottentot 
lent .us some sticks, such as are used for the frame-work of mat huts, 
and assisted in fixing them into the ground; over these a tarpaulin 
and some karosses were spread, as a defence against the sun ; and 
here we spent the day, making also some short excursions among the 
quarlzose hills, over which the woman and two children went to 
work in a little garden, in which they grow a few Caffer melons, &c., 
watering them from a feeble spring by means of bambuses: the man 
was busy making heads for tobacco-pipes, out of a sort of serpentine 
obtained in the adjacent mountains. 

!8rd 1 st mo. Late last evening and early this morning the people 
brought us milk, and sat some time by our fire, These opportunities 
were made use of to declare to them the riches of the love of God in 
Christ Jesus for the salvation of sinners, and lo exhort them to lay 
hold on the hope set before them in the Gospel. We left two houes 
under their charge, and ascended the mountains to Uitkyk Fontein, 
passing two or three small springs at a short distance on the way. 
Here a few persons reside, who received us hospitably in one of their 
mat huts, and supplied us with milk and boiled eat: the latter was 
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served up in their usual style, without bread or salt or the help o( 
plates. We had also a religious opportunity with these people, who 
could understand Dutch sufficiently to be able to understand 11$ 

without an interpreter; and one of them could read. In the after
noon three of them rode with us to Kok Fontein, ( which, with seve
ral other email plares adjacent, form, the miesionary station of Stein
koff,) where we were kindly received by Margaret Wimmer and her 
sister, in the absence of their Father Michael Wimmer, who has here a 
house of two rooms, and two mat huts: there are also a rude cottage 
belonging to an absent trader named Andrew Edington, and eeven 
mat huts belonging to the people. Most of the persons connected 
with this station live in the surrounding country: several came to 
see us, and remained late ; for in this part of Africa, as well 
as in most others, it is customary, especially in the hot weatbn-, 
to sleep at noon, and to be up early and late, 

24-th 1st mo. \Ve had two interesting religious opportnnities with 
the persons remaining here, and a few casually at the place. The 
number was but small, for during the summer the herbage is so 
scanty as to render it necessary for the people who resort hither at 
other seasons to go whithersoever they can to find pasturage for their 
cattle. The absence of many, from this cause, and the prevalence of 
the measles have occasioned the suspension of the infant school, as 
well as of that for older children; both of which are under the chsrge 
of Margaret Wimmer, who is an exertive young woman, and takes 
a general charge, in the absence of her father, both in civil and reli
gious affairs. Girt Wegland, who is in the office caJled Corporal at 
this place, is also active and attentive, as is likewise his wife : she 
washed our clothes, and, .with the other people, seemed disposed ID 
11how us such kindness as was within their power. The population of 
Steinkoff may be taken at about SOO people: sometimes there are 
from 90 to 100 pupils in the school. It is somewhat remarkable, 
that though the Hottentot language is generally spoken here, they 
have had no supply of Testaments or hymn-books in that language. 

25th 1st mo. We have sent our horses back from Kok Fonteia 
. to Uitkyk, where there is food for them, to remain under the 
care of J. Engelbrecht till our return from Great N amaqua Land; 
Girt Wegland having engaged to hire us some more efficient ones. 
Our people were employed in preparing the flesh of two sheep fOI' 
the journey; this was effected by cutting it into thin slices, which 
were then slightly salted and dried in the shade, where there was 
a free circulation of air. In walking by the bed of a rivulet dried 
up to a few pools, in the direction of Byzondermeid, where there 
are a few mat huts, and the ruins of an old mission-house, on a 
bare place under some remarkable hills ; I roused an Aard wolf 
(Proteles cristata) which happened to have chosen the shelter of some 
b•1shes under the rocks in preference to ·1.a l,urr w. This animal 
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resembles a striped Hyena, but is smaller, and essentially different 
in 01her respects. I also saw a black animal of the polecat tribe, 
known in South Africa by the name of Zwart Muishond. 

26th 1st mo. First-day. About thirty people, exclusive of children, 
asaembled for public worship: several of them came from places at a 
distance, and were present at a religious opportunity last evening; 
when I was enabled to labour with them in the Gospel, under a 
sweet feeling of divine influence. In the forenoon, afternoon, and 
evening to-day, they met in the house, which serves nlso as a 
chapel; Margaret Wimmer a.,sembled them on each occasion by 
blowing a bullock's horn: we had much service among them 
both in reading the Scriptures, and in preaching the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. The Christian's path was shown to be one of 
holy self-denial, travelled in by the help and guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, that blessed Teacher, which leads out of darkness into 
God's marvellous light, through conviction of sin, repentance, and 
faith in Christ in all his offices. There was also much openness 
felt in prayer; which I offered up vocally in the Dutch language. 
Most of our communications were interpreted into Hottentot. Hymns 
containing concise summaries of Christian doctrine, which these people 
have committed to memory,are their chief medium ofreligious instruc
tion of an outward kind. Bibles and hymn-books are both very scarce 
in this part of Namaqua Land, in which nevertheless much good has 
evidently been effected by missionary labours. But the missionaries 
have belonged to a school that has not looked for ministerial labours 
much beyond themselves; and therefore the attention of the people 
has not been sufficiently directed to the importance of exercising 
their own gifts for the edification of their own familie11, and one of 
another generally. This is much the case within the range of many 
other portions of the mission-field in Southern Africa: there is 
nevertheless a difference in different places ; and every approximation 
towRrd true Christian liberty in this respect is evidently attended 
by advancement in Christian strength. I am far from thinking 
that friends, &8 a body, in the present day, profit to the full extent 
by the privileges which their principles, in accordance with the 
New Testament, admit in this respect. Perhaps the chief ground of 
defect in the exercise of spiritual gifts amongst us, is the extensive de
fect of spiritual exercise before the Lord : the things belonging to his 
glory being only secondary in the minds of many ; and consequently 
his fire is not on the altar to consume the sacrifice, whether it be 
small, as the young pigeons, or great as the bullocks from the stall. 
How often do the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, 
and the love of other things choke the good seed, so as to render it 
unfruitful, even where the green plant may yet be found, but 
dwindling as it were among the thorns! Nevertheless, those among 
friends who keep near to their Lord and Master, so as daily to 
derive strength from Him, attain a growth, -Ven inrspite of many 
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haltings and backslidings, such as is rarely found in other communi
ties : and there is among friends more general care for the religious 
growth one of another, and more establishment in grace, aod less 
leaning upon ministers, than I have met with among any other 
people. 

27th 1st mo. Corn is grown on some of the hiU■ near tliil 
station ; but as the supply is generally deficient, many of the people 
deposit that designed for seed with the missionary. That quantity 
sown is generally inadequate ; and there is not sufficient care med 
to keep the horses from it : and these in so poor a country baYe a 
powerful temptation to stray upon the unfenced wheat. The~ 
neral food of the people is milk and meat; but of these the aupply 
is often scanty. In order to encourage the attendance of the 
public devotions, the people are often supplied with food while here 
by the missionary out of what is not an abundance for himself and 
family. The members of his church are but few. Being delayed 
here in waiting for the horses, occasioned us to receive a packet con
taining letters from several of our dear friends in England, u well as 
from others in this country and Van Dieman's Land. G. W eglaDd 
having hired eight horses for us, we resumed our journey as soon as the 
greatness of the heat was past;" and having him with anotb« elderfy 
man named William Smid in company, we rode 6rst toHartebeeat Foa
tein, arriving there in less than an hour. Here there are four mat 
huts by a small spring of good water, and some little gardens. From 
hence we rode three hours, and then let the horses browae, aod took 
coffee, made with water brought in a calabuh. After le..-ing a seri• 
of low, rough, granitic hills, we came upon an open sandy 8a.t with 
grass. After sunset a brisk ride for two hours more brought us to 
lngris or Henkrees Fontein, where among hills of granite and gneia, 
near the Orange River, but separated from it by a lofty rugged ridge. 
there is a considerable spring, at which several people are residing. 
We stationed ourselves dose by the water, under a large rock of 
white quartz, and infolding ourselves in karoases, retired to rest. A 
good man named Balie formerly resided here :-be is lately deceued. 

28th 1st mo. While the horses were browsing we assembled rhe 
people, and gave them much counsel on the importance of remember
ing the omniscience of God, and becoming acquaiDted with Him 
through the enlightening influence of the Holy Spirit, which leads to 
the Father, through repentance and faith in Christ. A striking 
Dutch hymn on this subject was read, in addition to a chapter of 
the New Testament; and the feeling of Divine influence that at
u-nded was very precious. Many of the people were affected with 
measles : we could only obtain one, a man named Izaak, in a state 
to assist us to cross the river if it should prove flooded, u is 
usually the case at this season of the year. The mountains between 
this place and the river are steep, rugged, wren, and brown ; they 
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are of gnei1 and achist : those on the opposite aide of Ingris Fon
tein are granite, the constituents of which are separate in some places. 
In a cavern of the white quartz there were plates of mica two inches 
across. Between these ridges was an ieolated hill, which, in haetily 
riding past, appeared basaltic. We ascended the ridge next the 
river by a deep line of loose sand, and traversed some plains of gra
nitic sand with thin grass. Above these, gneis mountains and hills 
arose in all directions. Our path was frequently interrupted by sharp 
ground, overspread with fragments of white quartz. Having reached 
the waggon-track we ofFSRddled where there was grass, and took 
coffee. The calabash for water was very difficult to manage on the 
top of one of our packs, till J. H. Schmelen gave us a knapsack made 
of a akin with the legs on, to put it in : t~ese being secured to the 
strapa that pass over the pack made it ride steadily. When the sun 
set, the outline of the hills, on which koker-boom and a species of eu
phorbia are·thinly scattered, was very striking. We remounted by 
starlight, and rode through a long n11rrow pass to the bank of the 
river, which we reachecl in five hours from starting, and at a place 
where three mat huts were occupied by persons formerly at Pella, 
where the London Missionary Society had a station: they now move 
from place to place on the side of the river, as pasturage for their 
cattle fails. Here we took up our lodging under a tree, and had a 
little conversation with some of the people. 

!l9tb 1st mo. Continuing our ride, and having rugged brown 
mountains on the right, and the Great Orange River thickly mar
gined with trees on the left, we arrived in another hour at a second 
small cluster of huts, where an old woman kindly refreshed us with 
sour milk, and gave the people plenty of rozyntjes, (i. e. little raisins,) 
the small fruit of an arborescent rhus growing on the bank of the 
river: she informed us that the missionary party had forded the 
river in safety a few days ago, and that it was now" dood 1igt"
dead empty.· These were agreeable tidings. W_e lost no time to 
secure a passage, as it ri~es without any indication of rain in this 
part of the country, from the heavy thunder showers which are 
almost continually falling 11t this season of the year in one part or 
other of the interior, and by which it is usualJy flooded during the 
summer months. In another hour we reached the upper ford, and 
rode to an island, where the horses browsed and we rested under 
some doombooms, while two of our attendants waded through, to 
ascertain the depth of the red waters, which was found not to be so 
great as to require the horses to swim. Taking leave therefore of 
Girt Wegland, who was to wait the return of the other two men, 
they assisted us in getting the horses across, and left us on the north
ern shore, lzaak receiving, as a compensation for his trouble, a knife 
and a cotton handkerchief, and the whole party being supplied with 
food for their journey back. We went up the river a short distance, 
and took off the snddles under a small tree allied to cbo y, not afford-
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ing much shade, but being in the vicinity of a few rushes oo which 
the horses browsed. There were also a few dabby trees contigoo1111, 
but their shade was no better, and the thermometer rose to 112°. 
The heat was indeed trying, but the feeling of thankfulnen for 1be 
mercy extended to us in this difficult part of the journey IMde as 
think less of the suffering. We spent some time in the river, the 
temperature of which was about 90°; it is here about a quaner or a 
mile wide, and has a rocky bed; the banks are clothed with doom• 
boom, rhus, royena, &c. In many places tamarix indica i.s mixed 
with the dabby tree, and both are confounded under the name or 
abiquas geelhout, which belongs however to the latter. G. W. Walker 
observed the footprints of a cheeta, an animal said to be common 
here, and to take fish, which are often left, even of large size, in 
pools among the rocks on the subsiding of the river. A few birds 
of the crane tribe were standing on the rocks. With these ex
ceptions the country was dreary and desolate. In the evening we 
remounted and travelled up the wide sandy bed of the Droog River, 
(probably that marked Salt River on the maps,) at the mouth or 
which we had landed. There were a few kamel-doorns growing in 
it, and dabby trees and other shrubs, particularly the one like Spanish 
broom, noticed after leaving Muishond Fontein. The bed of the 
1i,er was hemmed in with rugged brown mountains and great granite 
rocks. One of the horses soon fell, faint, and we were obliged to leave 
him. W .Snevyalso became sick from the heat,as well as G. W. Walker, 
but a drink of water from the calabash revived them. At the end or 
three hours we tialted and took coffee, while our poor horses stood 
by us fasting, for there was nothing for them to eat, and bad they 
been loose they would have gone off in the dark in seareb of food. 
Two more hours brought us to Kleine Fontein, a little spring or 
brackish water, smelling also of sulphurated hydrogen, in a branch 
of the same periodical river, but at a greater elevation. Here among 
the peaks of these granitic mountains we once more reached a rest
ing place; and after another meal, thankfully laid down by the side 
of a pool, about which there was also grass for the horses. 

30th 1st mo. Muskitoes were troublesome in the night. At four 
o'clock we arose and breakfasted, so as to resume our journey at day
break. Taking a footpath over very rough rocky ground among the 
peaks, to make the way shorter, we arrived in a little time at a more 
open, level country, sandy, and generally covered with II sprinkling 
of grass ; but the sharpness of the road had made the feet of the 
horses so tender, {they wear no shoes here,) that we again took to 
the bed of the river. In two hours we reached Loris Fontein, a 
pool of dirty, brackish, sulphureous water, where some people con
nected with the missionary station at Nisbet Bath were feeding sheep 
end goats. There are a few fine trees of kamel-doom here, and un• 
der one of them we offsaddled, intending to remain till the cool of the 
day ; but the place swarming with ticks, some small and others 
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aa large as the thumb-nnil, we remounted u soon aa the horses had 
rested and fed a little. We had not, however, proceeded far before 
W. Snevy pulled up under a kamel-doorn and dismounted almost 
faint, saying it was 'al te warm:' the calabash was again resorted to, 
and in n short time he revived so as to be able to travel, and in two 
hours we were favoured to reach the station, where we met a hearty 
welcome from Edward Cook, and Joseph Tindall and their wives, 
who had had a perilous journey from scarcity of water and the ex
hausted state of their oxen. Several of the people soon came to greet 
us; they belong to the section of Great Namaquas, called Bonde) 
Zwnrts: we had also a short interview with a chief or captain named 
Amaral, whose residence is far northward : he received the Gospel 
aome time ago through the medium of B. Shaw and J. H. Schmelen, 
but is considered only of latter time to have laid it closely to heart: he 
bas lately been lo Cape Town to seek a missionary, and Edward Cook 
has leave to visit his residence, which is probably within the tropic, 
and not very remote from Walvisch Bai, to see if any arrangement 
can be made for extending missionary laboul"ll in that direction. 
Amaral took elephants' teeth to Cape Town, which he sold for £40, 
and with the assistance of Edward Cook to protect him from imposi
tion, he purchased goods that will enable him to increase his oxen, 
and make up for his loss upon the journey : he has only nine left, 
out of a large number with which he set out from home. Snch is 
the formidable nature of travelling in this part of Africa when the 
weather proves dry. 

31st 1st mo. Much of the day was devoted to rest. Nisbet 
Bath derives its name from an lndian gentleman who contributed 
liberally toward the re-establishment of this mission, and a fluent 
spring of 102°, which rises among granite rocks a few hundred yards 
from the house of the missionary. There are within a short distance 
a few other springs : one of them is tepid, and, like the warm one, 
pretty fresh; the others are saline, one of them very salt. They all 
flow toward the bed of the Droog River, and those that reach it are 
soon lost in its sand. The moist places produce the common brack 
bushes of the country, with dabby trees, k:imel-doorn, &c. The 
warm spring irrigates a patch of garden-ground, on which there are 
five fig-trees, from three to five years old, that are remarkably fruit
ful. Indian corn, potatoes, &c. are also produced here. Few of the 
people have yet applied themselves diligently to gardening. The 
situation of this place may be described as on an elevated sandy 
plain, through which the peaks of the mountains emerge a few hundred 
feet. The house is made pretty comfortable, considering that it is 
built partially upon the old day walls that were erected many years 
ago, when the devoted Albrichts, belonging to the London Mission
ary Society, laboured in this part of Great Namaqua Land; it has 
been added to, as circumstances favoured. T~-rooms 1 however, are 
much too small for so hot a climate, and rt~ 0l>bild1 ffe~s II veranda 
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to protect it from the aco~hing sun. There are 10111e out-bmldings 
whirh hn,·e not yet been covered in; and behind the dwelling is a 
newly-erected, commodious chapel, partially thatched. Joseph Tin
dall and his wife and son occupy a room which was first erected after 
the W e11leyans re-occupied this station. It is instructi'le to obsene 
bow cheerfully missionaries aDd their familil"fl put up with inron
venienres. Long journeys in waggons certainly prepare people to 
appreciate even very small conveniences; and where their beans 
are in their work, to be gelling forward with this, reconciles 
much that otherwise would be felt to be great privation. All the 
people live in mat huts. But few of them are now on the station 1 
they being generally gone to places where there is more grass re
maining ; this they have done the more freely in the absence of the 
missionary. 

I st 2nd mo. 1840. I ascended one of the peaks; it was of tambled 
rocks, and had much of the general aspect of basalt; but the atrurture of 
some portions verges very closely OD granite; the lower rock• are por· 
phyrytic granite, ha'ling also quartz veins, and in some places the mica 
is in thick laminated masses, two inches acr08S. The 1ehool is at p~ 
sent very small, About forty persons who consider this plar-e their 
home are members of the church. Last year the station was Ti1ited 
by a destructive fever: several who died showed the precious fruits 
of Christianity in their illness and death. The chief or captain of 
the Bonde! Zwarts is from home with his cattle. The letters re
ceived on the 27th ultimo, were particularly grateful and rom• 
farting. The interest taken by our dear friends in the objects 
l'l'e h11tl brought under their notice was very cheering, The esta
blishment of a school in Cape Town will, I trust, be a blessing to 
many. I have felt that the subject might be one perhaps not of eaay 
accomplishment, but have been enabled to cast it before the Lord in 
prayer, that He would condescend to make way for it, so that it 
might not improperly or unprofitably delay my return to my native 
land ; and here I have been enabled to leave the matter for the pre
sent, in faith. The contribution for the promotion of agriculture 
among the Caffers, by enabling them to proceed with cutting the 
watercourse at Block Drifr, is very satisfactory; and amid all die 
discouragements of the present day, to find by some of our other 
letters, that there are among Friends in our native isle some who ue 
drawing nearer 10 their gracious Lord, is very cheering. Tndy 
grateful to the soul is good news from a far country, and especially 
when received in a dreary wilderness on a tiresome journey. Many 
are the favours we have gratefully to commemorate; among them, I 
may mention the assurance the Lord was pleased to convey to ray 
mind, that he would bring us into Great Namaqoa Land; when OD 

th_e other si~e of the river it was reporred to be full, aDd that o■r 
rn1ss1onary friends were delayl.'d on that si e.; and it was 1nggatetl 
that we should probably ha\"e to visi191't!lrem t11l their waggons. 
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And no• that we have been brought Jpus far in safety, I feel ll tru~ 
that our visit will not be in vain in the Lord, 

2nd 2nd mo. First-day. Sometimes the congregationa here amount 
to nearly -'00 people, and the school has 100 pupils. At present 
both are very small. The assemblies for worship to-day were owned, 
by a sense of Divine overshildowing, and we were enabled to bear 
testimony in them to the mercy of God in Christ Jesus. 

:Jrd 2nd mo. The thermometer was at SG0 in the night, and to
day it is at 92°. The heat with the effects of our late journey, in 
which our rest was much broken, induces much lassitude and drow
ainess; but I was able to spend a little time in reading and writing. 

4th 2nd mo. Having concluded to join Edward Cook and Joseph 
Tindall in a visit to their out-station nt Afrikaners Kraal, and some 
other places, preparations were made accordingly, E. Cook providing 
us with fresh hori1es and other necessaries; and Jan Ortman, a per
son of piety, substance, and influence in the country, accompanying 
the party as guide. It is now almost impossible to travel by day, on 
account of the heat; (thermometer 103° in the shade al noon;) and as 
some of the horses were far to bring up, it was long after sunset be
fore we started. Before we had proceeded far the pack-horse took 
fright at the rattling of the water in the calabash, escaped from his 
leader, and kicked off his load, breaking the calabash to pieces. As 
this occurred in the dark, some time was lost in recovering the horse, 
restoring his burden, on which another calabash was placed of smaller 
dimensions; so that midnight was past before we were fairly on the 
way, and drowsiness became irresistible to 11ome of the party. I was 
incessantly dozing, and having been occupied during part of the day 
in !tathering figs, the moment sleep gained the advantage the fig-tree 
presented itself to my vision, loaded with fi,11.s of superior magnitude, 
Thus, struggling between dreaming and waking, we travelled till the 
dawn of the day. 

5th 2nd mo. When we took otf our saddles, and laid down for a 
short time to sleep, two pious elderly women who had accom
panied us, fearing the beat, proceeded to the station where we were 
to spend the day: they were on their way to a more distant station, 
where one of them h11d horses anJ cattle : they rode hke other Hot
tentot women, and appeared much at home on horseback. After 
resting an hour J. Ortman, who had watched the horses whilst feed
ing, lest they should return home, called us, and we proceeded to 
Korikus or KRrekhas, which is also upon the Droog River, where a 
number of people, who obtRin water by digi;ing in the sand of its be<l, 
are feeding their cattle. It was ,·ery hot when we arrived, but taking 
refuge under a dnbby-tree in such places as w,,ere screened from the 
sun, we obtained some sk·ep; and afte'll;';iJOi!'1Mh O 

1ur thirst with 



90llle tea, had an Interesting religious interview with upwards ol a 
hundred persons, among whom were Amaral and his attendants, 
who hue got thus far with his waggoo. It was "ery sat.i~factory to 
have this opportunity of testifying to them also of that Light which 
comes by Jesus Christ, and by which they also had been enlightened, 
and by attending to which, little as they might have understood its 
true chnracter, some of them had been brought to the knowletlge of 
a Saviour, and given to perceive their spiritual wants, so as to lift up 
both their hearts and their voices in prayer to God with thanksgiY• 
ing also, under the conviction effec,u•d by the same Light that it is 
from the Lord's hand that all blessings temporal and spiritual are 
received. When Amaral reached the Orange River, though only 
the day after E. Cook and J. Tindall had driven their waggons 
ncross it, it was again flooded, notwithstanding there had been no 
rain of cons~quence in this part of Africa, and he was obliged to have 
his waggon and goods floated over: he is to meet E. Cook io °'rh 
.mo. with oxen to ennble him more easily to visit his station. Amaral 
is a mnn of great intrepidity : on a certain occasion he seized a lion 
which was destroying one of his brothers, and dragged it off the vic
tim of its rage; the lion struggled with him, and got his arm into 
its mouth, biting it so as to break the elbo\'1-joint, when it was shot 
by one of his comrades. The Bonde) Zwarts showed much skill in 
setting the injured limb : they perceived that it would be stiff, and 
that if set straight he would be unable to bring the hand to the 
mouth ; they therefore set it at such an angle as to enable him to 
effect this important point. In the evening the women who came 
with us from Nisbet proceeded on their journey, being accompanied 
by several other people who arrived in the course of the day on simi
lar errands; and our party now prQ(.'eeded in an easterly direction, 
(our journey last night having been northward about forty miles,) 
leaving a range of distant hills to the west, Rnd h11ving a flat-topped 
one, (probably clay-slate,) accompanied by two remarkable peaks 10 

the north, toward the Amse River. The evening became dark, 
with occnsional glPams of lightning, so that it was difficult to dl'ter
mine our course; and now we were truly in a trackless wilderness: 
twice we hnlted and set fire to some smRII brushwood to ascertain 
the bearing of the compass; but still feeling perplexed we halwd 
under some tnll leguminous b11she1<, and took off our sad<lll's. J. 
Ortman went off with the horses, and not returning we concluded he 
had lost us; trusting, however, that, through the mercy of Him whn 
hns hitherto so remnrknuly cared for us, our guide would again find 
us when day dawm·d, we spread our katosses on the sand and went 
to sleep. 

. 6th 2nd mo. At dawn of day Joseph Tindall commenced halloo
''.1g, an~ soon was 11nswcred hy Jan Or:man, who had l,een unable to 
find us m the dark; and having knee-hallrr ,J, the or:<cs short, had 
krt them to browse on some grass, airtl20 laf O I knd slept. To 



persons in England this kind of unprotected repose, in a laad where 
wild beasts of various kinds prowl, may seem strange. But what is 
to be done under such circumstances? The claims of exhausted 
nature become irresistible. Through the mercy of Him who dedare-d 
that the fear and the dread of man should be upon every beast of the 
earth, these are not usually disposed to attack human beings; and 
He also who stopped the mouths of lions in former days still exer
cises his power over them, and protects those who put their trust in 
Him. It is usual, however, to use such precautions as circumstances 
admit, 'plncing saddles, shoes, and other articles, of leather especially, 
in safety, lest hungry jackals should consume them, which they are 
said sometimes to have done when sleep had sealed the eyelids where 
the wilderness afforded neither tree nor bush on which such articles 
could be placed out of the reach of the marauders. Having partaken 
of a little bread and some water from the calabash, we resumed our 
journey, and crossing a low stony ridge came, after travelling some 
time, to Xammus, on the Amse River, where there are two or three 
hundred people, occupied chieffy in growing tobacco, which they ex- ' 
change for various articles among the thin and scattered population 
of the surrounding country; they also ps11ess cattle, sheep, and 
goats, which thrive on these s:rndy plains, on which grass is thinly 
scattered. Water is good and tolerably plentiful in little pools at 
this angle of the river, where it turns round an argillaceous cliff, and 
is margined by luxuriant doorn-booms and n few other trees. There 
is also sandstone here, and shaly purple slate intervenes between the 
more compact beds of argillaceous rock. We had an interesting re
ligious opportunity with the people, most of whom had at one time 
or other visited a missionary institution: two of them could speak a 
little Dutch, 1md they all seemed much pleased with Edward Cook's 
proposing to visit them periodically, and occasionally to sojourn among 
them. Civilization in regard to dress has extended even to this 
place; the men universally having adopted the practice of converting 
prepared sheep-skins into jackets and trowsers. The ancient Noma
qua dress, consisting of an apron of j:ickal-skin with a sort of pocket 
in front, tastefully made with the fur outside, which is black in the 
centre and yellow at the margins, is rarely seen: except upon mere 
boys or youths when tending the cattle. The women wear II kind of 
petticoat and kaross of skins, tanned in the same manner, by which 
they are made very so~ and of a neat buff colour. These people 
seem more industrious than most we ha\'e ~cen of tlie Hottentot na
tion; diligently watering thC'ir little gardens by the hand, for which 
purpose they use buckets made of skin stretched with a few hoops. The 
value of mon<'y not yet being understood in Great N amaqua Land, 
E. Cook purchased II kid for II common handkerchief, and we also 
obtained a copious supply of sour milk for a few buttons. In the 
evening we juurneyed II fow miles down the hnshy bed of the river, 
along which were holes in some places for cat<;-hi:1¥, Z bras as they 
might come to drink. It was dark whcri1'W'i!daHi-cUJaJ, f place occu• 



pied as a cattle 11ation by a (ew families, and a bull opposed our ap
proaching the spot, but we succeeded in passing him, and found the 
people bad hid thermeh•ea, fearing we might be enemie1. Jan Ort
man greeted them aloud in the Hottentot language, and some rl 
them soon appeared. Arter taking a little food we had a religiom 
opportunity with them. From what Edward Cook could gather, he 
concluded that one of them had heard the Gospel message befol'l!, 
but that this was the fil'lt time the " glad tidings of great joy" had 
reached the rest. 

7th !nd mo. The Amse River making a considerable bend to the 
east, we crossed some stony hills to one of its little branches, in • hidi 
there were two 1mall pools of water, where a vein of basalt inter
nipted the argillaceous and sandstone formations, and where there 
were traces of lime resembling that of the upper bed of that of Griqll3 
Town and some of that near Beaufort, &c. Here were four buts ol 
tobacco-growers. Tobacco must be highly valued in this part of the 
country, to make ,uch little gardens worth cultivating. Both that of 
nicotiana tabacum and rustica are universally grown. One ofrhe pools 
nearly dried up was full of frogs. After our mid-day meal we had a rdi
gious interview with the people. It was in some measure connrsa
tional. With such an interpreter as Jan Ortman both conversation 
and other communication is easy ; and the people are always atten
tive. There were a few small trees among the rocks of this periodi
cal rivulet; nevertheless it was difficult to find an effec.-tual sbelttt 
from the scorching sun. When the heat abated a little we proceede-d 
on our journey, crossing some stony hills, among whi<'h there were 
some remarkably broad-leaved aloes ; we then came upon some ex
tensive Oats, sandy in some places and stony in others, and thinly 
besprinkled with grass. On these spring-boks were numerous. lo 
fleeing from us, a herd turned suddenly as they approached a hollow, 
over which numerous vultures were soaring. Our guide said this 
probably resulted frum the presence of a lion that had killed one of 
their number. Lions are not, however, numerous in this part of 
Great Namaqua Land ;-three hnve been killed 11t Nisbet within the 
last six years. There are giraffes on the hills to our left. We 
passed under the point of a range of argillaceous mountains, which 
continue in a south-easterly direction to the lower great fall of the 
Orange River, and on which, as in all similar situations in this part 
of the country, the kokerboom is scattered. To the sooth of this 
range are numerous granitic hills, among which are bushes and grass, 
and in approaching it there were the traces of the wheels of a wag
gon in various places. Near the point of the mountain, nine noble 
ostriches made away from us with all speed. Soon after we met a 
company of about a dozen people going on a visit to their friends in 
the direction we had come: most of them were armed with guns : 
they had with them some pack oxen and a--fcw cows. These_ were 
the last of the Bonde( Zwarts to whoffi;'~'l1~Y ilr 11: bded; but many 



47 

Rroups of them, u well as of other tribes of the Hottentotl of Great 
Namaqua Land, are scattered in more distant places toward the coun
try of the Damaru. A few of the last, taken captiYe in their wars, 
are in servitude in Namaqna Land: they are blaclr, and resemble 
the Becbuanas in physiognomy. Some of the Namaquas have con
siderable flocks of sheep and goatB, and herds of cattle, and many de-
pendants, who render service in proportion to their wage,, which are 
usually paid in cattle or skins. An ox or cow, or two or three sheep 
or goats, with food, being common payment for constant te"ice for 
a year. Among the grauitic bills we came again upon the Amse 
River; and after refreshing ourselves and our cattle at a pool, where 
weariness would have induced us willingly to have remained all 
night, we pursued our way considerably further, being 1ometime1 
almost Jost in the dark, and at length stopped among the high bushe9 
on the river's bank, where a good fire was kindled, and we enjoyed 
our repast and rest as much as we could have done with the attom
modations of civilized life. Good water was easily obtained here by 
acraping boles in the sand of the river's bed: in this way some of our
horses soon supplied themselves. Zebras are said here constantly to 
resort to this method. Their footprints are numerous ; but travelling 
so much in the night is not fHourable to seeing the wild animala. 

8th 2nd mo. On arriving at the lower drift of the Amie River, (which,
though wide and margined by lofty <loorn-booms, might be passed at 
night in a waggon unnoticed ; as, except in time of rain, the water 
filters under its sandy bed, and only appears in a few places among the 
rocks;) we took off our saddles and rested till the noontide beat wu. 
past; when, crossing the river, we emerged from among some re,. 
markable hills of tumbled basalt, on which baboons were nry nu
merous, and came upon an extenPivo plain, lying bPtweea the argil
laceous mountains before mentioned and the Orange River, and on 
which were marks as if a torrent had swept over its surface: thia. 
was the effect of rain, that had cau&ed an annual grau of good qua,
lity to spring abundantly in the sandy places. Where the ground 
was strong the vegetation consisted of small b111hes, 11m~ng which a 
bryony with a beautiful rose-coloured fruit, the size of a gooseberry.,. 
was climbing. Here were also a few scattered kamel-doorns loaded, 
with the nests of the social loxia; we first saw these nests in similar 
trees near Nisbet. Tlie trunk of the kamel-doorn is usually bare for 
fifLeen or twenty feet, and the top flattish and spreading, well suited 
for the accommodation of these remarkable little birds. After riding 
aboHt twenty-five miles (rom the river, we arrived, long afler dark, 
at A(rikaners Kraal, or Jerusalem, as it was often called in the days 
when it WH a station of the London Missionary Society. Here are
a ronsider11ble number of mat huts scattered under the ■hade of large
rozyntje-booms, out of which issued joyful voices on hearing that 
Edward Cook had arrived with 1ome of his friends ; and these were
speedny followed by cheerful brown-faced,,peop c.O~ild Afrikaner, 



now the patriarchal pastor or the place, accompanieo by a grovp of 
men and children, led us to a large tree at the upper end of the ,il
lage; under the wide-spreading arms of which we took up our quar
ters, and received a universal greeting. Some of the women soon 
fixed sticks into the ground, and inclosed the back and sides of the 
place with a long mat. Here we were also supplied with plenty of milk; 
and bad the company of a large number of people to a late hour; aad 
there also a scene of no common kind or interest took place in the 
meeting of Jan Ortman and Titus Afrikaner, who had not seen each 
other since many years ago they led forth the warriors of their re
spective tribes in battle against each other, and the Bonde) Zwaru 
w1der Jan Ortman overcame the previously victorious Afrikaners 
under Titus Afrikaner. In the interval they bad both become 
Christians; and Afrikaners Kraal being now an out-station of the 
Nisbet mission, both members of the same church. For a momeot 
they looked at each other as if with distrust, but nevertheless ex
tended their hands, and these being cordially received, the bar
rier raised by former heart-burning~ vanished like a shadow; 
and they sat down by each other under the tree and conversed toge
ther on that mercy which had been shown to them u uowonby sin
ners, and which had opened the fountain of love in their hearts, and 
by which they now found themselves not only members of the same 
Christian church, but brothers in Christ the Prince of Peace. 

9th 2nd mo. First-day. In the forenoon, on the l,)owiog of a cow's 
horn, a congregation assembled under a tree adjacent to the one ap
propriated to our use, amounting to about 200 persons : some of 
them brought stools to sit upon; the rest sat upon the ground. The 
op()Ortunity was chiefly given over to my dear companion and my
self. I addressed them at considerable length through the medium 
of Jan Ortman, and G. W. Walk.er engaging in prayer, David 
Afrikaner interpreted his petitions for the edification of the audience. 
lo the afternoon E. Cook and J. Tindall met the members of the 
church and a few individuals who are probationers, in two classes, 
and catechised and admonished them according to the usual prac
tice of the W esleyaos ; and G. W. Walker extended some coun
sel to a portion of them. The number of members is fifty-six. 
lo the evening they met under our tree, and were addressed by E. 
Cook and J. Tindall. A comforting sense of Divine overshadowing 
was felt in some parts of these several opportunities, particularly 011 

first assembling. The Wesleyaos have visited the place about a year 
and a half; and a signal blessing has evidently attended their labours. 
Several of the people spoke of their state with much emotion, as well 
as with great simplicity. One woman said she bad left her friends 
and come here for instruction, because she could no longer remain 
content without the knowledge of a Saviour: others were rrjoicing 
in the sense of a Redeemer's love; and othera aeek!JlB a further ex-
perience of heavenly things. Digitized by oogle 
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10th 2nd mo. Before proceeding to notice the evenl<i of this day 
as connected with ourselves I will introduce a brief history of the 
people of the Afrikaner family, and those who became 11ssociated with 
them, as described by John Campbell in his life of Afrikaner, pub
lished by the Religious Tract Society. After the death of Christian 
Afrikaner, the chieftainship devolved upon his son Jonker, under 
ffhom predatory incursions against the neighbouring tribes were re
commenced. Several battles were fought, in which the Afrikaners 
came off' victorious, and carried away much cattle; until the one be
fore noticed, in which they were defeated by the Bonde) Zwarts un
der Jan Ortman. After this event, fearing to continue in the vici
nity of their conquerors, Jonker Afrikaner took the people far away, 
in a north-westerly direction, to near the country of the Damaras : 
one section of whom being possessed of much cattle are termed 
Beast or Cattle Damaras, and these the Afrikaners commenced to 
plunder. As people generally frame some sort of an excuse for their 
evil deeds, in order if possible to allay the uneasiness of their own 
consciences, produced by the condemnation of God's Spirit, so these 
people pleaded that those they attacked and plundered would 
have done the like to them if opportunity had presented. But 
Christian Afrikaner did not find it so when he walked in the fear of 
God; and if even any whom he had provoked in the days of im
penitence afterwards retaliated upon him, he had learnt the peaceable 
lesson of his Saviour,-if smitten on the one cheek to turn the other to 
the smiter; or, if deprived of his coat, to allow his cloak to be taken 
also, rather than return evil for evil. But Jonker Afrikaner and 
many of his people, having cast the fear of God behind them, pro
ceeded from bad to worse. Often when they seized an opportunity 
of driving off the cattle of the Damaras they were followed by the 
owners, who expostulated against the robbery, by which they and 
their families were deprived of the means of snbsistence; and to ~et 
rid of their entreaties and attempu to turn back their own cattle, 
the Afnltaners knocked out their br11ins, or otherwise cruelly mur
dered them. Sometimes the children of the Damar:is were also 
carried off and made slaves: several of them are yet living among 
the people of Great Namaqua Land-they resemble Bechnanas. 
Other tribes of the inhabitants of Great Namaqua Land also treated 
the Cattle Damaras in the same manner, until they began to be more 
wary; and lastly, when some of their cattle were taken away, instead 
of pleading with the robbers, they went quietly and unperceived be
fore them, and when the people stopped at night, the Damaras came 
out of their ambush and killed most of the people, and recovered 
their cattle. The report of the destruction of the Namaquas by the 
Damaras soon spread; and we heard far southward in Little Namaqua 
Land of this circumstance; but misrepresented as a great outrage com
mitted by the wicked Damaras ! Two of the younger brothers of 
Christian Afrikaner were said to have received he Gosr,el during his 
lifetime. One of these fell away and joirlt8"tlle c 9~Vil-doers; but 
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the other, David Afrikaner, remained faithful to bis God; and be wu 
not the only one who had not received the grace of God in nin. 
There was a little company who mourned with him over me wicked- I 
ness of their brethren. These generally contrived to live apart from 
the rest ; and to them David continued to read the Holy Scriptures, 
and with them be joined in prayer ; and he and his adherents I 
Jong hoped that thinge might yet be better ; but they were disap
pointed; for the young man continued his evil ways. Expos- I 
tulation appeared to be in vain. The little band feared the 
Lord, and dreaded His judgments, which they expected would 
surely fall upon the ungodly ; for they had marked the hand 
of retributive justice, which has often been signally made manifest 
among the tribes of Southern Africa, executing vengeance upon the 
oppressors. They therefore determined secretly to depart and 
leave the evil-doeP'II, and to return to the counJry from which they 
had been taken. Their intention became known to David's brother 
Titus, who had heen a man of war, but had become enfeebled by age 
and partially blind; and he had the good sense to perceive that he 
should be more secure among the good than among the evil : he 
therefore also 6ed with David and his companions, and with them 
returned to Jerusalem, or Afrikaner's Kraal. On returning hither,. 
intelligence was received that a missionary had once more come to 
reside at the Warm Bath, now called Nisbet Bath; and these people. 
having a lively remembrance of the blessing that missionary labour 
was to them in former days, desired greatly again to partake of the 
same; but a difficulty presented to their communicating with the 
missionary : he was residing among the Bonde! Zwarts who had 
conquered them, after having been many times vanquished; and it 
was a question whether a messenger would be received by them in 
peal'e. There was a possibility of conveying a letter through the 
medium of the people on the other side of the Orange River; but 
none of the company could write. David Afrikaner had however 
learned to read writing, and he had in his possession a letter that 
had been received many years ago from a Boor or farmer in the 
colony: he therefore determined to learn himself to write ; and by 
persevering application he succeeded ; so that the letter whic-b he at 
length sent, begging for missionary assistance, was quite legible. An 
answer was returned, informing him that the Bonde} Zwnru had re-
ceived the Gospel, and that he had nothing to fear from them, and 

1 inviting him to visit the Bath. This invitation he accepted, and his / 
visit resulted in an arrangement for the Wesleyan missionary to visit 
Afrikaner's Kraal once a month :-zeal in promoting the salvation ol I 
men under the constraining influence of the love of Christ over
coming the difficulty of travelling seventy miles each way, on fifty 
of which there is no water. On the missionary becoming acquainted j 
more fully with David Afrikaner, he became satisfied that the penon 
best qualified to impart religious instructio at the place, and to ' 
teach the children to read the Scr.iptures • ,~lfh', was David 
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Afrikaner himself: and as David and the people were all very poor, 
he placed under David's care a few cows and sheep, in order that on 
his own monthly visits he might have a supply of milk and meat : the 
milk in the meantime, with some of the increase, being David's wages 
for taking care of the stock ; and as his time was pretty fully occu
pied with the school, which he holds under one of the large trees of 
the village-such trees as are rarely seen in Southern Africa, except
ing on the banks of the Orange River-he is also allowed a small 
gratuity ( 40 rds.-Sl. a year,) towards his maintenance. Under these 
.tircumstMces there was a revival of religious life among this little 
band. David himself felt quickened in his love to God; and Titus, 
being removed from his evil associates, began to listen to the warn
ing and invitation to sinners; he bowed under the convictions or the 
Holy Spirit, confessed his sins, went to his garden, pulled up the 
dakka, (an intoxicating herb smoked by many of the Hottentot 
riation,) and stamped its seed into the salt ground, where he knew it 
would not vegetate ; he then returned to his hut, brought out the 
vessel in. which honey-beer ( an intoxicating drink,) was made, and 
broke it also; thus bringing forth fruits meet for repentance. And 
notwithstanding he had been R hard-hearted man, the sense of the 
love of God and of His mercy in Christ Jesus 110 overcame him that 
he could not refrain himself, but wept out aloud. His emotion is so 
great to this day, that when be retires to pray be seeks a distant 
place among the rocks; but even from thence he may be heard 
weeping before the Lord; who has so contrited his heart, that he 
says, notwithstanding his heart was as the heart of a man in former 
days, now it is as the heart of a woman. For in such simple term, 
these people are wont to express themselves. The conversion o( 
Titus gave the people great joy ; but the conduct of another person, 
of whom they had hoped better things, has caused them sorrow: but 
in this matter they have proved themselves clear, and shown forth 
the fruits of righteousness, to the glory of the Gospel of God. A 
young man who had shown some indications of having become 
awakened to 11 sense of the importance of eternal things, and who 
had gone into the country to sell some bambuses, which he had 
made from willow-wood on the banks of the Great Orange River, 
saw a flock of sheep on his journey in an unprotected state, and 
drove them away. He had not, however, escaped unobserved ; for 
tidings quickly reached his relations of this grievous relapse into evil 
courses; and they immediately despatched some young men to cir
cumvent him before he should get back to the river, where he might 
have concealed his theft by mixing the sheep with others. On see
ing the young men he forsook the sheep and fled ; nnd they were 
driven to Afrikaner's Kraal, from whence a message was sent to the 
owners, requesting them to come for the sheep. But as in this part 
of the world people often live in much suspicion and fear of each 
other, the owners durst not come, fearing some evil was designed 
against them ; therefore two young mc~;,~~~~Ji.: to take the 
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sheep back to them, that the kraal might stand clear of all participa
tion in this dishonesty. The Namaqua Hottentots who have betome 
Chriatians are careful not to dishonour the name of Christ in c:aa 
of this sort. Those belonging to Nisbet Bath and Afrikaner's Kraal 
nod also thos,e under Amai:al b1ne s.ct their fares against purchasing 
,cattle that may have L.een taken from the Damara.s. 

Afrikaner's Kraal is now under die joint government of Dnid 
Afrikaner and Jantje van der Byl; who have been elected to take 
this charge, in which they are assisted by a council of five others. 
By unanimous 11grcement, the principles of lhe Gospel are to be lhose 
on which they are to determine the oues claiming their intenentioo. 
The people are generally poor, and sometimes pinched for food. 
Occosiona1ly Titus Afrikaner, though now nearly blind, baa shot a 
hippopotamus in the river, which ia about twelve miles distant, by 
which their provision has been increas.ed: sometimes they take g.-ame, 
and sometimes lhey collect locusts for food. These insects occa
sionally visit the country in vast swarms, and eat up every green 
thing, exceeding e.ven the great herds of 11pring-bok.s in consuming 
the verdure of the country. Toward the falls of the Orange River 
the granitic peaked hills are very numerous: among them are inter
spersed some that are perfectly black; and the argillaceoua moun
tains, forming a long flat-topped range, meet them at this point. The 
vegetation of the country is very thin, Among the rocks is a large 
ap('.cies of martynie, a pretty hibiscus with yellow purple-eyed blos,
soms, and many other striking plants. The bryony noticed before 
with large rose-coloured fruit ha11 an esculent root. T~·o of the 
horses having strayed_, we were unable to set out for Nisbet Bath 
till four o'clock. Much of the day was sprnt in redining under the 
trees, in consequence of the oppressive heat, and with a view to di.
pensing with sleep during the night, which must be chiefly devoted 
to riding. Leaving J. Ortman, who was still out 11fter 1he horses, to 
follow, with some of the people, E. Cook, J. Tindall, G. W. Walker, 
and myself set out; and, trusting to E. Cook's knowledge of the 
country, made directly for a point of the flat-topped mountains abut
ting upon ll1e Amse River, near the drift, devia1ing only a little hP.re 
and there, to R\'oid stony plarcs. 'We reached the ri,·er soon after 
sunset, rested an hour and a half, took tea, and then remounted, pass
ing up a branch of the river with knmel-doorns, and among some 
i<mall hills known to E. Cook, and over a second branch of the 
river, sighting the last land-mark-a low hill on the left-before 
the moon sel: we then shaped our course by the stars till the dawn 
of day. 

11 th 2nd mo. When we rested an hour, and took lea made of 
water brought from the river. On daylight appearing, our position 
p10ved favourable; the granitic peaks toward the Orange River being 
on the southern horizon; the hills of Loris Fant i [t the west, and 
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a remarkable black isolated hill to the north-west. With these land
marks we pursued our course with increased confidence, and at nine 
o'clock in the morning were favoured to arrive again in safety at 
Nisbet Bath, th!lnkful to our good Lord and Master, who conde
scended to guide us in the right direction often when we were very 
doubtful of the e~act point in which certain stars 1et. A hearty 
greeting awaited our arrival, and, after a comfortable breakfast, we 
retirt:!d to rest, and slept most of the day. Not far from Nisbet 
some copper ore was lying among the stones on the surface of the 
ground: it is evidently plentiful in this part of Africa. 

12th 2nd mo. The day cloudy. Thermometer, 70° to 84,0. Oc
cupied in writing and conversation. In reflecting upon the events 
that occurred in Great NamaqWl Land after the last missionary of 
the London Missionary Society was withdrawn, particularly the 
return of a section of the Afrikaners to a marauding life, and the 
hostilities, attended by robbery and murder, carried on by them and 
.others against the Cattle Damaras, there is ground to regret the inter
ference of the Colonial Government with the Bechuana misaion at 
Lattaku, by which a valuable missionary was removed from thence, 
at a time when his place could only be supplied by the missionary 
from Great Namaqua Land. At length, however, the mind of 
Edward Cook, who is remarkably gifted for this field of labour, was 
deeply impressed with concern for these people. At a missionary 
meeting in the colony he mentioned the subject, which so affected an 
Indian gentleman named Nisbet, that he immediately offered 2001 . 
. toward restoring the mission, and the next day added another 1001, 
It is n seriou11 thing to abandon a field of labour among a people who 
have but recently received the Gospel; and, who, even' if they 
stand their ground, must, from the very constitution of human 
nature, have to contend again.11t temptations to relapse into the old 
sinful habits of their youth; on which they will continually need 
admonition and watchful care, lest they fail of keeping under the 
influence of the grace of God. 

13th 2nd mo. The warm spring here (Nisbet Bath) discharges a 
considerable quantity of gas; its temperature to-day was 102°, it is 
said sometimes to be 105°, another contiguous is 92°, and a third 
71 °. That at Afrikaner's Kraal is tepid, probably about 80°. There 
is another on the south siile of the Orange River, not far from Pella, 
that is said to be warm. The quantity of basalt is small in this part 
of the country, 11nd there are no recent volcanic appearances to lead 
to the supposition that the warmth is from subterraneous fire: pro
bably it may be chemical heat. Abraham Christian, the captain of 
the Bonde! Zwarts, arri,•ed here to-day on horseback, and his wife 
and family in a waggon: his visit is designed to be only temporary; 
for he has not brought his house: several others of the people also 
arrived. The captain receives a smalli111.,11y;i~gr@t ky from the 



Colonial Government, JOO rds. 7l. 10,. u an ally, and as an induce
ment to exertion in preventing thieving and preserving the peace of 
the frontier. Cao there be a doubt but that a similar plan might be 
advantageously adopted on the Caffer frontier? There is there 
great need of operative motives being introduced; yet littJe but the 
effects of force aod fear are tried. 

14th ind mo. In the evening I ■poke at cooaiderable length to the 
people, on the state in which we have found the native tribes of Southern 
Africa, on the blessings which the Gospel has brought on those who 
have received it, and on the advantages of abstinence from all kiods 
of intoxicating drink. Honey beer ia the only liquor of this kind 
made in Great Namaqua Land: but the people also intoxicate~ 
selves by smoking dakka, a sort of wild hemp, probably Cannabis 
indica. The Christian converts abandon these things, and also 
the dance~, which are of two kinds, viz., the Pot dance, in which a 
sheep is killed, aod the people dance around the pot while it ia 
cooking; and the Fiddle dance, in which they dance to the sound of • 
a fiddle, either of their own or Buahman manufacture, or procured 
from the Colony. In both cues the diversion ia kept up to a late 
hour, and is generally accompanied by other immoralities. These 
dances are forbidden here by Jaw, but lately some of the unruly 
members of the community transgressed in this respect, when a 
dangerous quarrel resulted ; and some of the members of the Church 
were drawn into the anare. The subject is to be officiaJly investi
gated, and a civil penalty imposed upon the ringleaders, 

15th !nd mo. Chiefly occupied in writing. As we intend leaving 
on 2nd day, two men have been engaged for a shirt each, to 
bring us across the Orange River; which i■ from 30 to 40 milea 
dist.ant, and the men who lend them horses are to be rewarded with 
a brass tinder-box each ; but they do not even ask this. There is 
considerable inaccuracy in the laying down of this part of Africa oo 
the maps. 

16th 2nd mo. First-day. Similar meetings to those held on the 
2nd instant took place ; and opportunity was kindly aff'orded by our 
friends, for my dear companion and myself to join in the Gospel 
labours, so as to discharge our debt of love to these fellow-heirs of 
that glorious inheritance, which Christ died to purchue for us; and 
of which, we believe, some of them aa well as ourselves partake of 
a foretaste, under the comforting inftuence of the Holy Spirit, 
through repentance and faith in a crucified and glorified Redeemer, 
David Afrikaner, who, with Jan van der Byl, followed us from Jeru
salem on oxback, and arrived here the next day, waa interpreter 
on this occasion. The good old man (for his appearance indicates 
ab~u.t 60 ye~rs) is quick and hearty in this office: he is a mao of 
rctmng, amiable character, but rcgul~,d!Jl.4 010bif diis duty ; and 



the people of hi, charge are in J?()od order. This was the day of the 
celebration of the rite called fhe Lord's Supper, from which the 
parties who were engaged in the late pot-dance were excluded ; being 
previously, in the assembled congregation, powerfully admonished, 
and affectionately exhorted by Edward Cook. The members in 
unity remained to partake together of this commemorative commu
nion, as they esteem it, after the general assembly for worship sepa
rated: ,ve also withdrew, neither wishing to give offence by remain
ing and not joining in a ceremony, which we do not doubt many 
use in the sincere belief, that, in ao doing, they are obeying a com
mandment of their Divine Lord and Master; nor yet to compromise 
our own principles. Our views remaining unchanged In regard to 
this ceremony comporting with the typical dispensation of the Law, 
rather than with the apiritnal dispensation of the Gospel ; and in the 
conviction, that the commands of our Saviour to his disciples supposed 
to apply to it in regard to his future Church, regarded their conduct 
u Jews among their own nation, when participating of the P11ssover 
-one of the institutions of that Law, which waa to them, even in its 
types and shadows, as well as in its denunciations, a schoolmaster to 
bring them unto Christ, of whose atoning death the di:iciples were to 
show the Passover to be a type, as their Lord showed it to be to 
them on that occasion. 

17th 2nd mo. This morning the Captain Abraham Christian 
returned to the cattle station, to the northward, along with bis wife 
and family and several others of the people. D. Afrikaner, Jan van 
der Byl, and their companions,also set out for Jerusalem. D. Afri
kaner having with him a pack-ox conveying the varioW1 articles into 
which his little gratuity had been converted by Edward Cook, when 
in Cape Town. By this act of kindnesa, the good man's small means 
are materially increased. I observed on D. Afrikaner's clothes, 
buttons of neat appearance of his own manufacture, both from bone 
and metal: the principal instrument used in making them was a file. 
Some of the people form them of strips of leather; but all prefer 
those made in England; which however are often scarce, as a trader 
has rarely visited thia country of latter years; men of this class not 
having considered themselves safe: and until th'! return ol missionaries 
into the land, they would have been in g1-t d11nger: for a system of 
mutual robbery and murder so far prevailed, that those of the Afri
kaners who retained their Christian principles, and con!lequently could 
not make repri1als, were reduced to great poverty. William Smilh, 
one of the Lily Fountain people, who came with E. Cook and Joseph 
Tindal, and assisted them in their perilous journey, set out to return, 
b&Ying sheep and cattle in charge: he was accompanied by four 
men to 811ist in swimming them over the river. As I did not feel 
clear of some groups of Hottentot• we passed in coming, we con
cluded to take lhe upper drift; and taking leave of ~dward and 
Mary Cook, who accompanied us a few miles,1arl<h6fb@seph Tindal 
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and his _.re, we proceeded to Loris, or Luris, Fountain ; ,rhm n 
made a abort halt, and then went on to Kleine Fonntain, taking tbt 
bed of the river; which we had learned to prefer to the rocky 
mountains, notwithstanding it lengthened the journey. Here we 
took coffee and let the horses drink while midnight stole upon os, 
and consequent drowsiness; bat this it was needful to repel, and 
saddling up again, we proceeded under a feeling of thankfulness to 
the Most High ; who hss not only preserved and helped us hitherto, 
but has now permitted us peacefully to turn our faces toward Cape 
Town; where, in due season, we expect our toils and laboats in 
this mission of Gospel love will terminate. The bed of the rinr is, 
in aome places, encrusted with snlt, and there is, under the higher 
mountains, a little salt water running. The sptties of Zebra, called 
Wild Ezel or Wild Ass, is abundant here, and its foot-prin:s are 
numerous in the sand; for even at this salt water •• the Wild AS5C9 
quench their thirst." This, the Droog River, is probably 1he Salt 
River of Arrowsmith's map, and Nisbet Warm Bath is on iu east 
side. The two rivers to the west of it, running into the Great 
Orange River, are probably laid down by mistake. 

18th 2nd mo. Having reached a point at which the rain that fell 
about a month ago had caused some grass to spring, we offsaddled 
at two o'clock in the morning, knee-haltered the horses, and laid 
down and slept under a Lu8h till dawn of day, wlien coffee was pre
pared with water brought from Kleine Fountain, and we resumed 
our journey; reaching the Orange River about nine o'clock. In a 
corner of the bed of the Droog River, under the shelter of some high 
rocks, there were a few trees of cypress-like figure, that had escsped 
my notice on our way towards Nisbet Bath. On arriving at the 
Orange Riter we stationed ourselves under a thick doom--boom on 
its brink, which afforded good shelter from the imn : the horses •ett 
.driven to the hills where there was now grass; and our swimmers 
commenced to form a float: they were disappointed in not finding 
swimming blocks ready at the place; and not having provided them
selves with a hatchet, they had to search the bank of the river for 
pieces of drift-wood the right size ; viz., about I O feet long and J ¼ 
foot round. Three pieces of willow being at length found, pegs about 
a foot long were driven into cracks by means of a stone, and these. 
projecting about eight inches, served to take hold of, being a little 
above the middle of the block. Two of the blocks wne laahed toge
ther by mean~ of two cross pieces at the upper end, of four feet long: 
aome loose cross pieces were bid ~ween, and others over them, and 
over these a quantity of dry rushes were placed: apon which the 
luggage was fastened. Only a small quantity could be carried O't'ft' 
at a time, and, except that which was secured in a Mackintosh tat'· 
paulin, it was saturated with water. The other log was used in ~ 
veying small parcels, attending on the hors\!ll, &c. 

The float i1 usually secured Ly mean&do stR~Jf Acacia {doom. 



5i 

boom) bark, but 1ome of our cordage was preferred, being much 
stronger. After two loads of goods had been conveyed, the loose 
materials were removed, and George W. Walker w11s transferred 
across first; and I followed the nex:t time. The river was about a 
quarter of a mile wide, and the stream so rapid that the drifting was 
fully as much; but by landing at the point of a rocky island, and 
dragging the raft up at the back of it, a second departure was made, 
and a good landing effected. The water being warm it was plea
santest being up to the neck; for the exposure in a wet shirt was 
cold, and the people were not willing we should be without our 
clothes, lest we should let go, and they should have difficulty in 
catching hold of us again. Each time across was half-an-hour's 
hard work for the men, one of whom held to the pin of each block 
ancl propelled it, while the person to be transported, held on between 
them by one of the cross pieces. At each time of landing they 
rested about an hour, warming themselves at a fire and drinking 
warm tea or coffee. It was necessary to be very yielding to the 
rocks over which the water drove us; but accommodating ourselves 
to them we received no injury. Notwithstanding the warmth of the 
water I suffered temporarily from cramp: but we soon made our
selves very comfortable on a sand-bank under some dabby and 
doorn-boom trees, the people returning lo the other side ; and we 
slept very comfortably undisturbed by Chetas, or other marauders. 

19th 2nd mo. About nine o'clock, Aree, one of our swimmers, 
brought the kettle and tin cups ; which enabled us to satiate the 
thirst that water, not warmed, scarcely quenched, along with dried 
bread and dried meat. \Vhen all the luggage was over, the horses 
were driven into the water : they landed on the island and rested a 
short time, and then were driven in a second time and came to the 
shore. It was a pretty sight: they seemed to understand the nature 
of their voyage, and followed each other in a regular line, far out
stripping the swimmers. Though the water was so deep as to require 
the horses to swim, the river was far from being so full as it often is 
at this season of the year. The people say, when the water is red 
it soon falls, when brown it remains longer full, but \Vhen nearly 
clear, the flood continues longest. The red waters, no doubt, come 
off the karroo country drained by the [Karroo] Fish River, &c., the 
brown from that drained by the Vaal River; and the clearer waters, 
from the Caledon and other branches of the Zwart or Nu Gariep. 
In all the people crossed eight times each way with the raft or float, 
and twice with the single block or wooden horse. The breast of one 
of them was considerably scratched by friction against the block. 
They claimed similar payment from our men to that we had agreed 
for; at which we were amused, as William Snewe (pronounced 
Snevy) bad done as much in swimming as either of them: however, 
considering their journey each way and the time and labour, we wil
lingly allowed them as much in value; for the shirts were only worth 
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in Cape Town, by retail, !,. 8d. each; and now being desirous to 
return as light as possible, we presented them also with such clothing 
as we could spare, that was too much worn for ourseh•es to be of 
much further use, though still valuable to them. Having thus 
parted from these helpers, we resaddled our horses and proceeded to 
a kraal where we had a religious opportunity with the people in a 
mat hut. The hour was late, and many of them were ill of the 
measles. A good old woman, to whom our minds were attracted 
when here before, was nursing them. There being no grass remain
ing here, we proceeded some distance further in hope of fiodin~ 
some, and offsaddled near a single hut, letting the horses go, when 
knee-haltered, to shift for themselves. 

20th 2nd mo. The place being a mere sandy Bat between the 
mountains and the river, and all the grass, except some of the bushy 
ligneous variety called stick-grass, consumed, and thi■ closely 
cropped, the horses strayed far away to search for food, and witboat 
finding it: they also got squandered, so that it was near sunset 
before they were all brought up. We had conversation with the 
father of the solitary family residing here, whom we endeavoured to 
direct to the teaching of the Divine Spirit, in the hope that he might 
come thereby to partake of that salvation purchased by a sacrificed 
Redeemer. The man could speak a little Dutch, and he informed 
us that Kedo (i. e. Cupido) Witboi, the captain of a tribe of Oorlams 
resorting to Pella, was returned thither, the -rain having recruited 
the grass. These people were formerly under the charge of the 
London Missionary Society, and Witboi bears the character of being 
a good man: they had been driven away by drought, and had been 
sojourning between Afrikaner's Kraal and Griqua Towo. This 
man said he was himself going nearer to Kok Fontein, the grass on 
this part of the banks of the river heing consumed. ~we wore •""-aJ 
another hot day by the bank of the Great Orange River; which is a 
great exercise of patience. The tree under which the luggage was 
deposited being small and thin, required to have the saddle-cloths, 
&c. put into it to keep off the sun from our heads, while we alter
nately tried to sleep with little success. Prudence required ooe 
to be with the luggage, the other was sometimes watching thO:ie 
horses that were first found, sometimes collecting Rozynjes among 
the trees on the river's brink, und sometimes plunging into the 
water. We had, however, the privilege of plenty of good water to 
make tea and coffee, and also some sour milk. After sunset we rode 
two hours to a little werf of three huts, where we purchased a goat 
for a knife and a tinder-box, and also obtained the luxury of some 
sour milk. At a rocky place at the foot of II range of mountains 
abutting on the river, the remaining girth of Seberioe's saddle broke, 
and he fell upon his head: he complained afterwards of pain; but, 
happily, the inju, y proved slight; which was cause for thankfulness: 
for any serious accident would be very tryiQg in such a situation. 
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21 st 2nd mo. We had a religious opportunity with the people : 
and when the heat began to subside, a youth who took charge of the 
horses, and drove them to a grassy plain at a distance, brought them 
up, and we proceeded on our journey. Leaving the Great Orange 
River (which at this place is bordered by luxuriant doom-booms; 
one of which, in an isolated situation, sheltered us from the sun) we 
travelled through a long kloof or ravine, which forms a course for 
water in rainy weather, but now is an even surface of clean gra
nitic sand, besprinkled with low bushes, and having rugge~ moun
tains, chiefly of gneis on each side, so sterile, that a few koker-booms, 
and stiff prickly euphorbias are all that meet the eye upon them. 
The mountains close upon the river all the way from the great fall, 
east of Afrikaner's Kraal, are a series of granitic peaks. The kloof 
emerged into an extensive, grassy, granitic plain, such as is common 
in this part of Africa: the grass in these situations is thin on the 
ground, and annual, or in tufts, many of which are of woody stemmed 
species. These plains are interspersed, and often margined with 
low granitic mountains, and are destitute of water, except in rainy 
weather, when the people from the b11nks of the river, and from the 
district forming the missionary station of Steinkoff and other adja
cent parts, resort to them with their sheep, goats, and larger cattle. 
They are also the resort of the gems-bok and zebra ; . the flesh 
of both of which is esteemed by the people. When we killed a goat 
last evening our attendants partook, by preference, of the Hesh of a 
zebra, which was presented to them by 1he resident Hottentot&; and 
this morning, when the goat's flesh was boiled in fat to make it keep 
for the journey, they also eat that of the zebra, soaking it in the fat 
in which the other had been cooked. We offsaddlcd a little before 
sunset on on~ of the low sand-hills that render crossing this country 
with waggons extremely difficult, and rested an hour, and made tea 
with water from the river, under some broad bushes of a round 
glaucous-stemmed euphorbia four feet high : these are all but leafless, 
but the stems are numerou_s from the ground, and a bryonia with 
dissecteJ leaves and tubercled red berries, the size of a small hazel
nut, was climbing among them. The horses were again caught and 
saddled before dark. Two hours and a half brisk ride brought us to 
a series of isolated granite hills, formed of masses of bare rock, called 
Gezelskops (i. e. company of hills) where we again rested, and ob
taining a little water, in a hole about 50 feet above the plain, 
made coffee. The moon arose some time before we reached this 
place, and the wind, which had been hot from blowing over the sand 
on which the sun had been shining, became pleasantly cool. 

2~nd 2nd mo. We left Gezelskops about one o'clock in the 
morning, travelled westward, and then, passing through an opening 
in some mountains, made a southerly course, leaving the grass and 
coming upon Karroo of low bushes and mesembryanthemums. At 
three, being doubtful of our way, we stoppe amon some ,ocks 
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where there was a little grass, let the horses graze, and alept a little. 
Rose again with the sun; and, while the horses were bringing up, 
again made coffee, and then rode to the Brak River; where, the 
first time since two o'clock yesterday afternoon, and after trnelliog 
about 70 miles, the horses drank, at a place dug in the deep 
sandy bed of the river by some young men who were watering their 
goats, oxen, cows, &c. The quantity or water was ao small that it 
was long before the whole number, and others belonging to some yoaog 
Hottentots who came up at the time, could drink. We reached Kok 
Fontein again in the middle of the forenoon ; where we met a kind 
welcome from the aged missionary, Michael Wimmer (nearly 77) 
and his family; who, with many of the people, were just recovering 
from the measles. Some of those from the neighbourhood arrind 
in the evening; when, according to their custom, a prayer-meeting 
was held. 

23rd 2nd mo.-Fint-day. The people met for de-,otiooal par
poses four times to-day. In the morning and evening Michael 
Wimmer rend portions of Scripture, and eJ:pounded them, adding 
doctrine and exhortation. The opportunities in the forenoon and 
afternoon werl' left to G. W. \Valker and myself, to give expression 
to our feelings of Christian interest on behalf of those llSSmlbled; 
who amounted to about 40, exclusive of children ; and we again 
felt much openness to labour in the Gospel among these people. The 
aged Missionary appears to be very bright in spiritual things: comi
dering that his memory is evidently failing in respect to those of a 
temporal nature, I was struck with admiration at his clearness and 
soundness in regard to subjects of Christian doctrine, as well as with 
the fervency and feeling with which he pressed these upon hia au
dience, especially in the morning, which was the first time be haJ 
had the opportunity for several weeka ; and now there seemed the 
effusion of n heart overflowing with love for his little flock, and with 
earnestness in putting them in remembrance of the importance of 
not only laying hold, but of keeping hold on eternal life. Observing 
that he spoke in Dutch, and recollecting a remark of Margaret 
Wimmer, that a few of the people understood little but Hottentot; 
I queried with the good old ma.n afterward, if all who were present 
understood Dutch : he smiled and said no, but I forgot the 
interpreter. 

24th 2nd mo. Neither Michael Wimmer, nor J. H. Scbmel"'9 
are people who can write much about their labours; and their field 
being very remote and secluded, it is due to them to state, that, 
though the inhabitants of this part of the country necessarily move 
about to obtain pasturage for their cattle, 110 that often few are at 
Komaggas, or at Kok Fontein, at a time ; yet a considerable number 
successively ~isit these stations; the pasturage of which is reserved 
for those periods of the year when the rain- cater Is dry up, near 
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to which foo<l for cattle is generally better than near these springs, 
or fountains, aa they are termed in Africa. If these laborious men 
be compared to shepherds, their flocks may be compared to sheep, 
scattered in little groups over a dreary wilderneBB: but religious 
knowledge and civilization, when considered in connexion with the 
wandering live■ of the people, and the common indisposition of hu
man nature to advance in theae points, must be acknowledged to 
have made considerable progress; and probably not a few amongst 
the people are practical Christians. Michael Wimmer constantly 
leaves Kok -Fontein in the winter, and packing 'Up three mat huts, 
which then serve as dwelling, chapel, and kitchen, he removes with 
his waggon and cart to the places where most of the people are so
journing : his privations are considerable-we judge of things by 
comparison ; and by this rule he has many more comforts than bis 
Hottentot neighbours; but the comforts and accommodation, even 
of his house at Kok Fontein, would be exceeded by those of the 
poorest pious cottager in England. The Missionaries at both these 
station• have taught the people to grow wheat, rye, and barley, in 
some elevated places in their respective neighbourhoods; but milk is 
their principal food. Were they sufficiently provident in the use of 
their grain, they might generally have bread ; but it is difficult to 
teach a people without barns or store-houses to be provident, espe
cially when they are often pinched by want of necessary food : they 
are apt to consume their seed corn ; but to prevent this, the mis
aionaries often take charge of it. In commenting upon the merciful 
dealing, of the Most High with them, and the manner in which He 
who careth for the sparrows provided for them in seasons of dismay, 
that occurred last year, M. Wimmer said, that drought prevailed 
so long that their milk failed, till they were really in want ; but then 
rain fell while the weather was yet warm, and the grass began to 
spring, and the bushea to grow. No sooner were their hopes thus 
revived, than a swarm of locusts came and devoured the land; the 
milk again failed; but they eat the locusts. When these were gone, 
the cattle were too poor to support the people; and he thought now, 
0 I what will my poor people do? Where will they obtain food ? 
At this juncture a vast herd of spring-boks overrun the country; 
and though their destruction of the recruiting vegetation was scarcely 
less than that of the locusts, yet they afforded the necessary temporary 
supply of food. The people shot them as long as their ammunition 
lasted, and when it was spent, they hunted them into places among 
the rocks, where they caught them ; and by the time theae were gone, 
they again had a supply of milk. Thunder with rain prevented our 
leaving Kok Fontein till near four o'clock this afternoon; when, 
having resumed the horses brought from Kamieaberg, and exchanged 
two of the weakest of our own for stronger, we bade farewell to the 
mis11ion family and a number of the people ; and, 11ccompanied 
by ten others in addition to our own, set forth on our journey. After 
passing Byzondermeid on our right, we otfsa.,ddlcd where a little 
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rain water was collected in aome holes of the rocks, and a part of the 
company left us to go to their own residence at a little fountain also 
in that direction; subsequently a second detachment went df iD 
another direction, leaving, in addition to our own number, Girt 
Wegland, William Smid, Josia Engelbrecht, and Class Jantje, who, 
in spite of all remonstrance, would accompany us to Lily Fountain. 
After sunset, we passed two other places where little groups of people 
were residing; and after 10 o'clock, spread our karossea on the sand, 
in the dry bed of a river, under the lea 0£ a little doom-boom, near 
a place where water for the horses and for coffee was obtained, from 
a hole dug deep in the sand. This is termed Gra' water, i. e. gra.-eo 
or digged water. 

25th 2nd mo. We rode early to Spring-bok Fontein, where a 
family of Dutch extraction are residing, who have grown a consider
able quantity of wheat, and from whom we obtained a good supply 
of chaff for our horses, which in this sterile land is considered good 
forage I There is a feeble spring of excellent water at t.his place, 
rising in a white-quartz hill, and which waters a little garden, in 
which pumpkins, caffer-melons, tobacco, and dakka are cultivated. 
There are also a few small pools in the hollow below. This setlle
ment consists of two hartebeest houses, used for storing corn, and 
seven mat huts. Many of the people were ill of the measles; bat 
several assembled in one of the houses, with whom we had an inte
resting opportunity of religious labour. A loaf of bread being ob
tained, and some caffer-melons, which were pared, cut into slices, 
and boiled with some wheat-meal, our whole company had an excel
lent dinner, to which was added a liberal supply of tea, of which 
some of the family of our host also partook ; for, as we are drawing 
near to our waggon, we can afford to be more free in the use of this 
refreshing beverage. The Caffer-melon is only used for cookery; 
its flavour is like that of apples, but less acid. A shelter formed by 
four upright stakes, to which cross-pieces are attached, over which 
mats are thrown, is used in some places as a protection from the suo. 
One of these was a great comfort here: under it the coro for dinner 
was ground in a mill consisting of a pair of little stones turned by 
the hand. In the afternoon we proceeded on our way, and offsad
dling once, rode till midnight, most of the way over sand, by the 
side of a periodical river, the Hottentot name of which signifies 
Old-grass. Long after dark we met a party of about 40 Hottentots, 
with some pack-oxen, who had been on a journey, and were returning 
home: they were a company occasionally resorting to Lily Fountain. 
At the Kowsie, or Buffel's River, on the boundary of the Colony, 
we passed the house of a boor named Niekerk; but the people were 
probably asleep, as none appeared, notwithstanding the barking of 
the dogs, while our people long groped about in the bed of the river 
in _search o_f the hole fo1· water; at length they found some that wu 
drmkable m a place fenced off as a garden, We continued up the 
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river to a place convenient for the night ; but being too tired to make 
tea, spread our karosses on the sand, and quickly went to sleep. Jn 
the course of the day, we passed several places where cattle had 
been fed till the scanty pasturage among the Lushes, which in this 
part of the country are often a yard high, or the water, had failed, 
and a fow where corn hnJ been grown. The Buffel"s (Buffalo) River 
may be regftfded not only as the boundary of the colony, but as the 
division between a great district of pure granite on the south side, 
and one on the nor1h, in which the constituents of the granite are 
in numerous instances separated, sometimes even forming mountains 
of quartz, feldspar, or mica, but in which gneis and granite also 
abound. lo the latter country, copper ore frequently occurs: it is 
so plentiful in some mountains we passed on our left to-day, that they 
are often called Koper-bergen. Probably it might be collected ad
vantageously by the Namaqua Hottentot&, and transmitted, in their 
skin knapsacks, to some place on the coast where they might ex
change it for other commodities; but to smelt it in this country would 
be impracticable. The only supply of wood that could be used for 
such purpose is on the banks of the Orange and a few tributary 
rivers, where 1he belt is seldom twenty yards wide; 1md, from what 
I know of the quantity required for such purposes, I think all that 
would be available would be consumed by a smelting-work in two or 
three years. The primitive nature of the whole country precludes 
the idea of the existence of coal in any known part of Southern 
Africa; and the quantity of cow-dung required, the only remaining 
article of fuel that could be obtained, would be too great to be sup
plied, in a country capable of 11upporting so comparatively small a 
stock of cattle. Iron also exists to the north of tbe Orange River ; 
but, though in considerable masses, it is metallic, and, probably, me
teoric; and, for the causes already mentioned, could not be worked 
on any extensive scale. W hethcr the black hills north of the 
Orange River be entirely mica, or they contain tin, is an interesting 
question. 

26th 2nd mo. We started early, travelled through a long stony 
"poort" or pass, and then left the Buffel's River. Taking n south
erly direction, we progressively ascended the Kamiesbergen, and in 
about three hours, arrived at the first water, flowing in a slender 
stream over a rock, in the bed of a small periodical river, for the 
most part choked with sand, at the foot of a high granite mountain, 
from which the baboons chattered at us, or rather called to us with 
a voice between a hoarse shout and a bark. Here we offsaddled, 
had the luxury of a good wash, and spent the warmest part of the 
day under the shelter of a doorn-boom, chieAy in sleeping, eating, 
and drinking tea and coffee ; not, however, on these occasions, for
getting the devotional exercises of reading the Holy Scriptures with 
our people, and waiting with them upon God in silence, or giving 
utterance to the exercises of our minds in exh-9rtatio or in prayer, 
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in which we ot\en feel much liberty, and, notwithstanding the eshaus. 
tion, and eometimes drowsineu, induced by tbe beat and fatigue, are 
often favoured with a sweet sense of heaYenly comfort to our spirits
the blessing of our heavenly Father conferred upon us by hi& Holy 
Spirit, through the mediation of his beloved Son, our Saviour, and 
for hi11 sake. There were three mat huts at thia place ; the inhabi
tants of two of which were absent: those of the other had just ar
rived from Lily Fountain. Toward nening we passed Modder Fow1-
tain on the right, and were favoured again to reach Lily Foonl&i11 
soon after aunset in safety, where we were again warmly welcomed 
by our friends Joseph and M. A. Jackson. Two of the horses hired 
here, which we brought to within sight of the place, were so tired 
that we were obliged to leave them, and others with difficulty reached 
the etation. We arrived in time to forward letLers by the monthly 
post, conveying tidings to our dear friends of our return from this 
arduous journey, in which we have ridden 970 miles, and employed 
twenty-three hones, most of which, as well as ourselves, greatly require 
rest. 

~7th 2nd mo. The dryness of the weather has made the pasturage 
so deficient, that the weaker portion of our osen are inadequate to 
a journey lo Cape Town. Many of the people have removed to 
seek pasturage i11 the adjacent country. There is grass in the Bush
man-field to the N.E. beyond the boundary; but so little rain has yet 
fallen there, that the supply of water is still deficient: but from the 
appearance of the clouds, thunder-showers are now falling every day 
in that direction. The day was divided between rest, and arrange
ments in the waggon preparatory to another journey. 

28th 2nd mo. Occupied in packing, &c. till evening, when we 
attended a meeting in the school-room, in which I bad an open op
portunity of enlarging on the evila of idleness and unnecessary vi
siting, and of living one upon another. The contrariety of these 
practices to Christian principle, as exhibited in the Holy Scriptures, 
was explained ; and the high standard of Christian perfection, to 
which we are exhorted to aim, was held up to view. 

29th 2nd mo. Chiefly occupied in the same way as yesterday. 
The men from Kok Fontein returned, somewhat disappointed at not 
being able to procure seed corn in the neighbourhood. The only 
boor in the vicinity, who has any to spare, had askrd so high a 
price of a coloured person, though he parts with it to persons of his 
own class, who could far better afford to pay more for it, for a mode
rate sum, that they were discouraged from asking him to aell them 
any. We sent a little Caff"er-corn by them to M. Wimmer, and 
also gave them a small quantity for their own use. It stands drought 
better than either wheat or maize, but is not cultivated in this i-rt 
of Africa. 
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ht SrJ mo. 1840.-First-day. The usual devotional servires 
occurred, except in the evening, when we had a meeting in the 
school-room, in place of the usual prayer-meetings. Both G. W. 
Walker and my,ielf had much to communicate, under the continued 
feeling of Christian love for these people. The congregation in 
the chapel in the morning was about 400; last week it was 420; 
but sel'eral families are gone, in the iuterval, to seek pRSture for their 
cattle and sheep. 

2nd Srd mo. Parcels of Caffer-corn were put up for J. H. 
Schmelen and Edward Cook, and left in charge with J. Jackson. 
Originally the Hottentots were entirely o pastoral people: they have 
only begun to attempt agriculture under the instruction of the mis-
11ionaries at the various institutions, or, in some instances, where of 
mixed Dutch descent, they have imitated the colonial boors in this 
respect. The growth of corn helps them greatly at those times of 
the year when milk is scarce. When their corn is consumed, many 
even from Lily Fountain, are reduced to the necessity of feeding 
upon the eggs of a species of white ant, that makes its nest, at least 
in this part of the country, in holes in the ground. The insect, 
when winged, is about the size of the l\lay-tly. The Hottentots 
here call these eggs Rice, on account of a resemblance to that grain; 
they are usually washed, and cooked with a small quantity of water, 
and are said to be palatable. If the people find a place where the 
nests are numerous, they soon become fat upon the eggs, even when 
previously much rcclucecl by hunger. .Sametimes they will get half 
a bushel of eggs out of one nest. 

Srd Srd mo. Having completer! the packing of the waggon, and 
laid in a good stock of drier! bread, as well as cleared ourselves of 
all the remaining heavy articles, which there was now no probability 
of requiring, we were ready to set forward toward Cape Town; but 
the oxen could not be collected in time, to allow of our proceeding 
to-night. We have purchased four strong ones of one of the Hot· 
tentots who is lo 9.ccompany us as far as Cl11n William, where he is 
going to pay the Opsgaaf, i. e. taxes for himself and a few of the 
others. Our Bechuana young men proposed to leave us here, and 
to return from hence to their own country. This measure we could 
not approve, on account of the difficult.y we apprehended they would 
place themselves under; on conversing with them it appeared, that 
their discomfort arose from our driver calling them contemJ.lluous 
names, upon which they arc very sensitive. We had before signified 
disapprobation of this folly, and we now found it necessary firmly 
to forbid it, with severe reprehension: the man, who upon the whole 
has done exceedingly well for us, acknowledged his fault on this and 
some other subjects of dissatisfaction; and the young men came to 
the conclusion to go forward, at least as far ns Clan William. The 
whole compnny, alter this cxplnnation a1;1dc,ait!Gi1it~1: .nient, seemed 
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much more comfortable than for some time before: for the young 
men also perceived, that they had been in danger of falling into a 
snare, by listening to a man who professed to be their friend from 
their own country, who was living with some Caffen at a short dis
tance to the N. E. at a place called the Kalk Rivier, amon,: whom. 
had he succeeded in bringing them, it was our opinion, that they 
would probably have lost what they had saved of~ &c. 

4th Srd mo. Our herdsman came in this morniug with all the 
oxen except one; and this was yesterday among those belonging to 
Joseph Jackson, with which it waa also found this morning, after 
having brokeu out of the cattle-kraal in the night, along with the 
four lately purchased. The scarcity of food induces the cattle to 
wander. The pasture is so completely consumed, that. to weak cattle, 
the Kamiesberg has not merely become " the land of the shadow of 
death," but the land of actual starvation, of which many have already 
died. There is no prospect of more food till rain fall, and if this 
be not early, vegetation will not make much progress till spring, on 
accouBt of the cold which here is accompanied by considerable falls 
af snow. The people are fast migrating to the Bushman-field, 
which is a sandy plain, like that we crossed near the Orange River 
with grass in tuft■. The Bushmen inhabiting it are few in number, 
and have no cattle ; if they get a little tobacco from the people .-ho 
feed their stock there, they are well satisfied. But, u the Bushmea 
heve little idea of private property, the people are afraid to go && 
their land, unless in sufficient number to watch the cattle. Lut 
winter was a time when the Bushmen suffered much from hunger, 
and, in consequence, killed many horses of some of the Boors of the 
frontier, to eat. Probably this was done by a very few Bushmen, 
who had been in the service of the Boors, from whom they had 
eloped. Formerly there was much fighting between the Bushmen 
and the Kamiesberg Hottentots ; but this has long ceMed, the Bush
men having been greatly reduced in numbers, or having retired 
further from Little Nnmaqua land. Among the people who called 
to take leave of us, was a woman of eminent piety, named Else-
the mother-in-law of our late guide, Willian Snewe: she says, ,he 
first heard the Goi1pel from J. H. Schmelen, hut wu effectually 
awakened by Michael Wimmer, at whose station she long remained, 
and both there and at this place has been very useful in promoting 
the religious welfare of the people. In her simple but fignrati,e 
language, she describes the persevering labours of Michael Wimmer, 
by saying he screwed the truth into her heart, and flogged it into 
her children. At one period the people of Steinkoff were so un
tc~ward with Micha~! Wimmer, that he left them! _but they_ begged 
h!m to return, saymg, he ha.d taken away the DIVln~ blessmg with 
him. J •. H. Schmelen was also un~er the necessity of leaving 
Betban_y_ m Great _Namaqua land, whither the people, to this day, 
are solicitous for his return. W. T~~,!,ftJ!yfi l_l3~{4_ered, along with 
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two attendants, J. Links and J. Jagger, in Great Namaqua land; 
and for a long time after E. Cook went to Ni11bet Both, from whence 
the Albricbts were driven many years before: be was doubtful whe
ther be could possibly remain ; but now the change for the better is 
great in all this country. After dinner we took leave of our kind 
friends on the Ksmiesberg, and rode to Draai Klip, a place where 
Joseph Jackson grows corn for this mission and for that of Nisbet, 
at which no corn is grown except in the little garden, on account of 
the water being insufficient for extensive irrigation, and the heat too 
great to allow it to be grown in such dry ground, without artificial 
watering. Here, as well as on the Koper-bergen, and near Kok 
Fontein, it grows without irrigation, and yields a fail" increase, espe
cially if manured. 

5th 3rd mo. The cattle having attempted to return to Lily Foun
tain, we did not commence travelling till ten o'clock. The descent 
from the Kamiesbergen is easier in this direction than by Ezel Fon
tein. We outspanned at a place in the Onder Veld (Underfield) 
called the Twe Riviera, now belonging to the Lily Fountain mission. 
This place was purchased by the Wesleyans of a family emigrating 
to Natal. It was originally obtained from the Government {pro
bably by false representations) by a person named Engelbrecht, who 
was placed here by the Government, to take care of the rights of the 
Hottentots, which be 1eems to have had but little regard for; and 
they were driven from it. The old man who accompanies us as 
guide, pointed out a place at the back of a mountain where be bad 
opened out a spring; which was soon claimed by a neighbouring boor 
then holding the office of Field-cornet, notwithstanding it was about 
two hours' walk from the boor's house; and the boundary of what 
is termed (A Loan Place)-a place obtained from the Government, 
but which has not yet been surveyed-is half an hour's walk from 
the house or centre. The Hottentot applied to the Civil Commis
aioner of the district to be allowed to occupy the place; but the 
decision was given in favour of the Field-cornet. Our people ob
tained water by digging in the bed of one of the rivers, by the side 
of which, on a spot that had been cultivated, there was a little short 
grass (a species of Cynodon). In the evening we crossed the Haas 
River, at a place where some people obtain water in a hole in its 
■andy bed, and have made gardens in which they grow pumpkins, 
&c. The Hottentot& residing here gave u1 some water-melons, and 
pres■ed us to stay over night, but, as we bad seen most of them at 
Lily Fountain, and their cattle had eaten up nearly all the pasturage, 
we determined to proceed to Oog Fontein, and therefore, after ex
tending a passing exhortation, we took leave of them and departed. 
At Oog Fontein the water was dried up, and the grass was also con-
1umed so that there was poor fare for our oxen. 

6th 3rd mo. Early in the morning we ba1l2lf ,'1 1 J~iew with 
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Christian Haefele, of Wupperthal, who passed us on his way to Lily 
Fountain, where he is to be married to Ann Jackson, a sister or the 
missionary : he had also been disappointed in not finding water at 
Oog Fontein, and had not had any since yesterday noon. Three 
hours' ride brought us to a pluce at the upper part of the Groen 
River; in the bed of which the doorn-booms were large and thick, 
and there were a few reeds, on which the cattle browsed. Water 
was obtained at a deep hole in the sand, at which only three or the 
oxen could drink ot a time, even after it had been enlarged by our 
spades. Two or three families were living here, under the wall of a 
ruined house, and in half a mat hut; the other half of which bad 
possibly been removed in consequence of the heat. At two o'clock 
the thermometer was ut I 06° ; two hours after sunset it was 86". 
Some of the people here could not understand Dutch; and alter I 
had given them a little religious counsel in that language, at the 
place where they were collected under the shade of the wall, four 
women came to the waggon, and sent old Joseph Joakum, our com
panion and guide, to tell me, that they had come to hear the wordt 
of truth : these, according to the ability received, l endeavoured to 
communicate, and Joseph interpreted. A breeze from the sea set 
in about two o'clock, and at three '"e proceeded, and rocl.e till after 
sunset to another place on the same river, called lndoorn Fontein, 
where there was an open pool of water springing from the bank. 
A few people were also residing here in mat huts. Four women, 
who could understand Dutch, came to the wagg-on at our usual 
reading; when we were fa,·uure<l with a solemn f._-efing of Divine 
influence. On the way we passed two mat huts, which we were in
formed belonged to a man who lrnd two wives. Cases of this. kind are 
uot, so far as I am aware, common among the Hotten tots: for, ha \·in/!'., 
in their uncivilized state, no gardens or fields to cultivate, they h11ve 
nut the same inducement as the Bechuanas and Culfers, lo take a 
plurality of wives as labourers; and milk often being scnrce, a large 
establishment would be inconvenient to a Hottentot. 

7th Srd mo. The thermometer rose to 116°. The oxen strayed 
last night, and in the evening Abraham returned greatly exhausted 
with only fifteen, having been out all the day without food. He said 
old Joseph was on the track of the others, but he returned not, and 
he also set out in the morning without victuals, which \\'e have 
often advised them against. Some of the people residing here were 
present twice to-day, when portions of Scripture were read, and 
some comments made. None of them can read; and this is the case 
with many others who are scattered in this wilderness. At Draai 
Klip, many small birds, of the tribe called Sugar Bin.ls, were feeding 
on the honey of a species of Gomphololium; the males were hril
ha~tly coloured with green, blue, and red. A bird much like the 
whne. wi,gtail frC'qucntly visit_s the waggon •~ and, ·n tht·se hot day11, 
with Its licak wide open, panung for □brc1'it:h. <t<?,&r!Js al.so are open• 



69 

mouthed in consequence of the heat. Probably circumstances of 
this kind gave rise to the comparison used by the prophet Jere
miah, when describing the great dearth : " And the wild as~es 
did stand in the high places, they snuffed up the wind like dra• 
go,,• :" the lizards stand panting on the top of a rock, or other 
elevated object, 

8th 3rd mo. First-day. We had religious opportunities twice, at 
which the people residing here were present. In the morning we had 
also the company of Klaas Kloete, an old man of Dutch and Hot
tentot extraction, residing on another pN-rt of the Groene River, not 
far distant. This man was interpreter to the Civil Commissioner 
Ryneveld, when he went into Namaqna Land to witness the execu
tion of the murderer of W. Threlfall and his companions. The 
murderer said Threlfall offered no resistance, but crept into a bush 
and continued to pray till he ceased to breathe. On my expressing 
some fears for the safety of old Joseph, Klaas Kloete replied in 
Dutch : " 0, he is a child of the country ; he will not die of hun
ger ; he knows where there is water, and where there are people." 
A part of the stray oxen came last night for water. During the 
heat the waggon was untenable: it was a privilege to recline on a 
kaross spread on the short grass under a thick doom-boom, in the 
bed of the river, which was quite dry except at the spring. 

9th Srd mo. Old Joseph returned in the night with the residue of 
the oxen ; they had gone far back in the mountains in search of 
food, and were evidently reduced in flesh by their ramble: he had 
been again tu Lily Fountain, and three other men came back with 
him, with pack-oxen, being also on their way to the Olifants River ; 
near the mouth of which a vessel from Cape Town puts in with 
stores. The oxen again strayed, notwithstanding the greatest ram
blers were tied up; so that it wall late before we got off, and at two 
o'clock the thermometer was at 96°. We travelled from Indoom 
Fontein five hours and a quarter, to a place on the Zwart-doom River, 
where Stoffel Otter, a man of Dutch extraction, resides; with two 
of whose sons, the only portion of his family at home, I had some 
conversation : neither of them could read, and they are far from any 
place of reli~ious instruction: they listened with attention, while I 
endeavoured to set forth the importance of seeking the salvation of 
the ,ioul ; ,md illustrated the peaceable fruits of righteousness, by 
reference to some facts relative to persons and nations in Africa. 
At sun~ct we again journied, and continued our travel by moonlight 
till ten o'clock, when we halted on a bushy mountain likely to afford 
food for our cattle: but all vegetation is very dry; even the succu
lent plant." and shrubs are shrivelled: "the whole earth languisheth." 
I walked most of the evening conversing with old Joseph, who spoke 
much of the benefit that had arisen to himsclf~and h/M countrym~n 
by the coming of missionaries among Eftreinb~~ d ffie manner m 
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which previoualy, the boors were getting poaeaion of the country; 
and, either driving the Hottentot., back, or compelling lhem to be
ceme servants. 

10th 3rd mo. A ride of two hours brought m to Klip Fonum: 
where there are two brackish springs among the low granite hills, 
and five mat huts. The principal inhabitant is Coos Ovis, a perma 
of Dutch extraction, like others of his class I have alluded to, baying 
also a tinge of colour from a Hottentot or slave mother. We had a 
religious interview with three of the men and several women: ud 
with the wife of Ovis, an exchange waa made of a little rice ui 
a few other small items for a half-grown kid : she was anxious to ob
tain rice for her young children, their wheat huing nearly failed tbis 
year. At sunset we again yoked our oxen; after riding seTen boon 
and a quarter, and crossing the dry bed of the Zoute River, we oat
spanned on the top of a low bushy hill, and made the cattle fut, in 
order to start early in the morning. 

11th 3rd mo. We in1panned before daylight (at fiYe o'clock) and 
by ten reached Valei Fontein; where, on inquiry, some of the people 
told us there was no water; but our Kamiesberg people knowing the 
plKce, soon found some in a pond that appeared fresh dug at a little 
spring, not far from which a man named Jacobus Koetsi, was dwell
ing with his family in a mat but and a waggon. The spring dis
charges about two quarts of brackish water a minute, so that it could 
not supply many large spans or teams of oxen in a day; and till the 
people found we knew the regulatioDB of" ontllpan places" u well u 
themselves, they were very urgent to get us away. Our right wu 
to drink within 24, hours, and we had come too far already to proceed 
again to-day in so great a heat i the distance of the next place at which 
there was water being so considerable: and, u the cattle had now 
become very weak, and, in conaequence of some thunder abowers tha& 
fell here about a month ago, the bushes were growing and nutritiom, 
we were disposed not only to avail ourselves of the full extent of oar 
privilege in regard to drinking, but to give the cattle the adnntage 
of browsing till it was cool enough to proceed the following evening; 
which the man admitted was reasonable: and, when he found we 
could take care of our own privileges, he became very civil ; be said 
he was allowed to remain here and feed bis cattle by the Civil Com
missioner of the district, on condition of taking care to have a supply 
of water for the cattle of trHellers. In the courae of the day we 
gave some of the people a few tracts, but there was too mucli e:a:
citement among them to admit them to be collected for religious 
communication. On conversing with some of them, one of K~•s 
daughters remarked, that the ship that comes to the mouth of the 
OlifanL, River does much harm by bringing brandy; and that 
some perso?s who ~ad gone thither, in.tend.i?g t~~qrchue rice, had 
returned with nothmg but brandy. 0.t\tizyounJP~Cia here on bis 
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return frona this ship ; and most of the people are half intoxicated 
with the strong drink be hu brought back. Thermometer 102° in 
the afternoon. 

12th 3rd mo. Tromotriche pruinoaa-a plant of the Stapelia tribe 
wu in flower among the granite rocks. We left Valei Fontein at 
five o'clock in the evening and rode till eleven, and then outllpanned 
among the hills, where the bu,hes afforded tolerable forage. 

18th Srd mo. In two hours we reached Kokenap, on the Olifants 
River; where a boor informed our people, that, though the waggon 
might stand on that side the river, if the cattle were not over by noon 
be would impound them. This is a kind of rudeness that we have rarely 
witnessed among the Boors of Africa; generally, they are civil and 
hospitable, at leut to white people. In another hour and a half we 
outapanned opposite Ehenezer-a station of the Rhenish Society. 
The river here is not very wide, but it is deep, and one of the horses 
was drowned in attempting to swim over; he was from Namaqua 
Land, and had probably never seen a river before: he appeared 
frightened on being driven into the water, and, striking on a bank 
where he could not get footing, threw himself back, and wu gone 
before assistance could be rendered, though a boat wa1 at hand, and 
one of our men swam to him. At ~beneser we found ourselves 
again among warm-hearted Christian friends. 

14th Srd mo. The mi11ionary station of Ebeneser was an 
original kraal of Hottentots, to whom it wu secured, with a tract 
of land measured to them by the Government, which also gave a 
charge over it to the Rhenish Mi11ionary Society, by whom it has 
been occupied about eiglit years. In moist seasons, the Olifanta 
River overflows some of the land on its banks, which then yield a 
hundred-fold increase; but, for a few years past, there hu been no 
flood, and the people have been necessitated to sow corn in the rain 
time upon some of the hills to the south, which yield an insufficient 
crop. This year they are suffering grealiy from drought, which hu 
temporarily driven many of the people away from the place. The 
number here is only about 170, and the measles :ire prevailing among 
them: the 1chool is comaequently very small. The mi11ionary fami
lies are kindly supplied with corn at a low price, by a boor named 
Hendrik van Zy), of the Uitkomst, who is a rare instance of free
dom from prejudice against missionaries and coloured people among 
his clU1, and in Christian liberality toward both, he is joined by his 
wife; so that, it may truly be said, their praise is in all the churches 
of this part of Africa. We were favoured to-day with the company 
of this good old man, who is on a finishing excursion in this neigh
bourhood, along with Mattys Grivin, a native of Holland, who at 
one time sen·ed in the English army, but h:t;aken Ito the more 
rational and Christian occupation of a fiafi~mib. oog e 
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15th Srd mo. First-day. We joined the mission-family al 
breakfast, sleeping in the waggon, at the opposite side of the riter. 
In the forenoon, opportunity wu afforded me to express wh11t pre
sented to my mind for the people. The afternoon is usually de\'Oted 
to catechetical exercise, and the teaching of an adult school; bot 
to-day the former was superseded to allow my dear com[18nion to 
express his exercise, and I also had more to communicate in lhe 
line of Christian ministry. These opportunities were attended hy 
a solemn feeling of divine influence ; and much cordiality was ex
pressed by our missionary friends with the doctrine preached, 
relating especially to the perceptible guidance of the Divine Spirit, 
and the neces&ity of witnessing the sanctifying operation of the 
same unto obedience, and the sprinkling of the blood of Christ. 
Four of the adults are members of the church, and seven are candi
dates. 

] 6th Srd mo. We visited the school, with which G. ter Linden 
takes great pains: his usual number of pupils is 37, twenty of whom 
were present; several of them are young women: 24 of the whole 
number read in the Dutch Testament, and most of them fluently; 
they also excel most of their own class in writing, and they have a 
good knowledge of Scripture history. The interrogatory system is 
pursued, and the pupils sometimee question each other. Several of 
the people here live in huts built of reeds, which are more substantial 
dwellings than mat huts, but not transportable. A windmill is about 
to be erected on a low rounded hill, of reddish purple porphyry, in 
which white quartz crystals are imbedded. There is a quarry of 
mica slate at a short distance from it: this is a common rock in this 
neighbourhood, where rocks of white quartz are also frequent. The 
quantity of land secured to the Hottentots at this station is, 11,800 
morgen, which is equal to about 23,000 acres; this, though a large 
extent of ground, is of such a quality as requires a large surface for 
a few cattle : ours have become decidedly weaker since they arrived 
here; and one of them has been lost for two days-probably it bas 
died among the low bushes whirb are scattered over a large part of 
the country. In the dry weather the cattle have to 1111ander over 
many miles to get food, and to return to the river to drink. his a 
permanent stream from the mountains to the eastward, about JOO 
yards wide at this place, and fresh except at high tides; it is bordered 
with doom-booms and 11·illows. lo the evening the cattle and horses 
were again driven across the river, and we took an affectionate lea'"e 
of the mission-family and some of the people, and resumed our jour
ney. The road laid over several low hills of white quartz, which in 
some places had, by moonlight, the appearance of snow. At inten·als 
there was deep sand. We purchased an additional ox: of one of the 
men from Lily Fountain; but the whole stock are betokening great 
~eakness. It is truly painful to have to ri91: bors~s and drive catlle 
10 a stare of exhaustion, such as we ha:ve: 1b~e1Al?l~hr-the necessity oi 



-) ,., 

using them in, in this country; and which, in long journeys, is 
not unfrequently the case wi1h other trnvellers. Hut their lives 
arc under these ciicumstances, as it were, staked against yours; 
and the one or the other must give way. The spans were excha11getl 
at 10 o'clock, and we travelled till midnight. The weather was cool, 
with clouds from the sea. 

17th Srd mo. After sunrise we had a friendly visit from a neigh
bouring Field-cornet, who conversed freely about the coloured people, 
and made some sensible remarks on the prejudices of his countrymen 
11gainst it.em. Amongst these he enumerated the notion, that it was 
not necessary for the soul of a Hottentot to be instructed in the things 
pertaining to salvation; he had often contended against these pre
judices; and had inquired of such as entertain them; if they thought 
there were two heavens and two hells--one of each for whites, and 
another for black:s? ond he had reminded them, that, in the world to 
come, they must be associated in heaven or in hell. In the after
noon we proceeded on our way, and were soon overtaken by a 
coloured man, formerly a slave, and now a servant of the Field
cornet, who, having he.trd of us and of the object of our journey 
from old Joseph our guide, brought us a present of a large water
melon; he gave our driver 20s. for a greyhound, which is a dog not 
abundant in South Africa. When \\' allace Hewitroon was travelling 
through the country where spring-boks abound, a pair of these dogll 
caught plenty for his whole establishment; but we had passed that 
district before any were added to ours. One that accompanies our 
herdsman sometimes catches hares. Dogs are useful as guards with 
a waggon, but they often suffer from heat, thirat, and rough ground; 
they will frequently run forward and seek the shade of a bush, and 
when the waggon has passed aud the sand is hot, howl piteously, but, 
fearing to be left, at length venture on the heated surface, and run
ning forward with all speed, again relieve their feet by lying down 
under a bush. After passing over a tedious sandy hill, and some of 
■mailer extent, we outspanned at the expiration of five and a half 
hours, at a place where 11mdstone had superseded the white quartz, 
and entered upon what is termed Riet Veld. 

18th Srd mo. The place where we stopped last night is called 
Knaggers-berg, ( probably from the fretted or gnawed appearance of 
the sandstone rocks on its top,) on which some land had been ploughed 
last yHr, Before five in the morning we again set forward, and as 
we descended the Knaggers-berg, the beams of the moon were dis
tinctly to be seen glittering on the sea, near the mouth of the Olifant'a 
River; and at eight o'clock we reached the rugged, isolated sandstone 
hills of the Heerelogement, or gentleman's lodging, where there is 
a slender but a 6uent spring, supplying pools of water for the cattle. 
At this place there is a cavernous place amoqg- the reeks on the 
ascent of the hill, with perpendirular sidlfs'!'tinY~J{ h'e names of 
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!K'ver:il persons :ire inscribed ; among them are Casp. Hem. 171 ?, 
with the figure of an elephant underneath, and F. V aillant, 1783. 
Elephants are not now in this part of Africa, nor on the western 
aide much on the south of the tropic. A wild fig hangs into this 
chasm at the top, and gives it a pretty appearance. The country it 
so destitute of water, that a waggon, which is here from Clan WiI. 
Jiam, going to the ship near the mouth of the Olifants River, leaves 
thi■ place after noon to-day, reaches its destination to-morrow morn• 
ing, loads during the day, and returns the following morning, with
out the oxen having the opportunity of drinking till they again reach 
this place; and the trader is taking some casks of water for the use 
of the merchant at the 11hip. A few opportunities presented tHsy, 
as is often the case, of giving tracts to travellers; and two young 
Hottentots of Lily Fountain journeying thither on foot, stopped over 
our evening reading, to whom we had a word of exhortation and 
counsel to communicate. 

19th 3rd mo. In the afternoon we proceeded, and after pu.-;ing 
some heavy loose sandy hill11, in five and a half hours, out.panned, 
near midnight, not far from Vogel Fontein. 

20th Srd mo. Having rested about three hours, we again in
spanned : some of the cattle are not only unable to draw, but nearly 
so to walk. At sunrise we arrived at the Uitkomst (deliverant'e,) 
the residence of Hendrik and Maria C. van Zyl, and a married son 
and his wife. Hendrik van Zyl was still at the coast, fishing, bot his 
wife and children suffered us to lack nothing that their kindn"s could 
supply. In the afternoon, accompanied by Seberioe, we set out on 
horseback for Clan William ; ascending ll steep rocky mountain be
hind the house, we travelled over its flatter top, on which our eyes 
were regaled by the sight of grass and water. We descended by a 
long tedious road of loose sand, by which on some rocky eminences 
there were many small baboons; and crossing the Olifants River, 
which waa here very shallow, arrived at the place of our deacination 
two hours after dark. Here we were .kindly received by the govern
ment schoolm!lster, John S. Evans and hi■ wife, who had made 
arrangement also for our horses. 

21st Srd mo. Early in the morning we croued the Jan Dissel, 
River, a constant, shallow, sandy, and very useful stream, and 
ascended the Cedar mountains, by a steep road, winding at the top, 
among grotesque sandstone crags, and in four and a half hours, 
reached Klip Huis, the dwelling of Cornelius de Haas and family, 
by whom we were kindly received, and hospitably entertained. Being 
satisfied on seeing the mountainous nature of the country, that two of 
our horses could not effect the journey, Seberioe and I left ouB 
under the charge of _C. de Haas, and_ took o, our f~t, prevailing on 
G • W, W a Iker to ride, as the cxerflO'tt0~f t~,3@f the mountains 
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would have been too great for him. The road first ascended the 
Pakhuis-berg, then descended into a hollow, (where we greeted a 
family named Van Zyl in passing,) and wound up a steep stony ascent 
to Groeneberg, and descended into a long grassy valley, called Ho
ning Valei, where there are two families of mixed descent, wit.hone 
of whom named Okhuis we rested, till the horse fod a little, and in 
the meantime were refreshed with coffee and quinces; the latter, 
though not a first-rate fruit for eating, are very superior, either raw 
or cooked, to those grown in England. The quince is often used 
here for garden fences, and it bears profusely, t"lpecially by the 
aides of the little ditches used for irrigation. These are here sup
plied by little streamlets of clear water, such as we have not seen 
for so many months, that their cheering aspect excites an emotion 
such as requires the previous privation of good water to understand. 
Continuing our journey by a winding road over the rocky top of the 
Koud~berg, I was constrained to mount G. W. Walker's horse, and 
we descended by a long sloping road cut in the side of the hills to 
the station of the Rhenish missionaries at Wupperthal, which we 
reached just as the families were retiring to rest ; but, though 
ltraogers, on making ourselves known we received a cordial greet
ing, such as grows out of the love of Christ, and readily manifests a 
fellowship with those who are believed to love the same gracious 
Lord aud Master. 

Hnd Srd mo. First-day. Opportunity waa afforded with grea& 
wUlingness to my dear companion and myself to express our Chris,. 
tian concern for the people, with whom we believed it our place to 
plead on temperance, as well as righteousoessandjudgment to come. 
The Hottentota are certainly much inclined to use intoxicating 
liquors; and this is often pleaded against them by their white 
neighbours, who do not seem to suspect themselves of being the 
cause of the Hottentots' drunkenness; but this is very evidently the 
fact. It is not a common thing to see a boor drunk ; but the use 
of " soupies" or drams, is about as common with them as it was 
with the Scotch a few years ago. The Scotch drank whiskey, and 
the Afrikander drinks bramdewyn, i. e. burning wine, which may be 
described as whiskey prepared by distillation from the grape; and 
he often takes a soupie before breakfast, and two or three more in 
the course of thEt day, and he gives it to his friends as a token of 
hospitality, and sometimes to his servants u a reward. In numerous 
instances, a daily ration is stipulated for, along with the wages of 
his coloured servants. If under these circumstances the Hottentots 
had not become drunken, they would have differed from all other 
races of the human family. It is said that the Bechuana and Caffer 
tribes are not in the same way addicted to the vice of intemper• 
ance; and, to a certain extent, this is true, in regard to those now 
in the colony as labourers, and those residing Qn the more sterile 
parts of the frontier. These have been [a,itroth arli111 . -short time 
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\\ithin the inlluence of the example of spirit-drinkers; and they aie 
under circumstances in which they find, that, by industry and fru
gality, they can save money, and thus obtain the means of purcba~ing 
cattle, which soon raise them into a sort of independence in their owa 
land ; and this motive for saving has obtained a priority of plate 
with them, before an appetite for strong drink has been crl.'llted. 
But among the Amaponda Caffers and tbe Bechuana tribes inhabit
ing parts of the country where much corn is grown, there is as much 
drur,kenness as is anywhere fnuud among the Hotten tots: and the 
unconverted part of the Bechuanas on the Vaal River make int01i
cating drink from certain berries, which they collect in great quan
tities for this purpose. When tbe white inhabitants leave off the use 
of brandewyn, there will be more hope of their receiving the Gospel 
in its true spirit :-now tbey have something of the form, but too ge
nerally know little of the power of godliness ;-and then their sobtt 
and righteous example will influence their servants to sobriety and 
holiness. The canteens at Clan William, which were formerly a snare 
to the Hotten tots of W upperthal, have been closed; and now but few 
of the Boors in the vicinity, who make brandewyn or cape brandy, 
will sell it to the Hottentots. Travelling traders still disperse this 
poi~on on their journies; some of them imagining, that the law for
bidding them to sell it is not infringed upon, if they exchanged it for 
goods; nnd others giving it to the people for the sake of the more 
ready advantage they gain over them in persuading them to make 
unnecessary purchases, and in obtaining exorbitant prices for their 
commodities. We were comforted in the evidence of Divine in
fluence accompanying some of the vocal offerings of J. Leipold, in bis 
labours of love among the people. The congregation is about 
200 persons ; some of whom come from the surrounding farms. 

23rd Srd mo. Wupperthal derives its name from a \'alley in Ger
many; through which the river Wupper Bows: this name has been 
transferred to the beautiful little brook at this place; which £Ion 
northward, and joins the Doorn River: formerly it bad only a Hot
ti:ntot name, not easily pronoum·ed by a Eurupean. The station 
was once the possession of a boor, from "horn it was purchased; 
and the Government granted an addition of I f,000 morgen, 
making the whole extent ~0,000. Its situation is in a deep valhy 
of the Cedar Mountains, of difficult access and l'gress. Tbe i,lcpe 

. by which we reached it, and \Vhich is a well-formed road, requires 
twenty oxen to take a waggon up, for nearly two miles. The moun
tains of this range, which extends to the south coast, are sandstont', 
rising, it is said, to 5000 feet above the level of the sea. W upperthal 
is at an elevation of 1630 feet. The vallry of W upperthal is grassy 
~nd fertile; it is embellished with oaks and weeping willows, and 
Hs g~rdens are ~enced with quince and pomegranate. The viii~ 
consists ~f the m1s~ion-house, a chapel in D!).!ch stJle, a tannery lltld 
water-m,11, and buildings in progress 9fo~ bS hoo1s \fd dwellings : all 
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scattered among the luxuriant trees ; and, at a little distance, the 
houses of the Hottentots, which are in cottage style. The moun
tains afford tolerable pas1ur11ge at certain seasons; and, for Southern 
Africa, there is a good proportion of land capable of cultivation, 
The station h ·1s been established about ten years: hitherto the num
ber of coloured people who have Rettled in it has not been great. 
Probably they would remain more steadily if little werfs were sold to 
them,sothat their houses ancl gardens might be independent freeholds. 
This it is feared might sometimes fix persons of evil influence on the 
spot; but, I question whether the result would be so bad as fear an
ticipate,s; nnd, if a judgmcnt may be formed from the Kat River, 
the moral advantage 11·ould greatly outweigh the inconveniences. 
In situations suited for handicraft trades, an<l affording garden
ground, well 1mpplied with water, the settlement of villagelcl, whose 
inhabitants should be principally of the coloured raCLs, is very de
sirable: and there is reason to hope that, now, that these are rai!ed 
to their rights as men, this will become a village of thiti class. The 
influence of the station in its present state is decidedly good; but 
there are numerous purties of Bastaards, chiefly woodcutters of low 
habits, living in the mountains, who are little inclined to avail them
selves of the advantages offered by a residence at this station; and 
the prejudices of most of the Boors of the neighbourhood, induding 
the Roggeveld, are so strong against the instruction of the coloured 
people, that they will not allow their servants to come lo the Rchool 
or chapel, if they can pre,•ent them. There are six coloured people 
member's of the church, and a few inquirers; and upwards of thirty 
children in the school. In the evening we attended the interment of 
an aged Hottentot, and had some service at the grsve 11ide. The 
grave was about four feet deep, with a descending groove on one 
side, at the bottom, in which the body, wrapped in a kaross, was 
placed : a board was fixed against the opening into this groove, by 
means of large stones, ond the earth was then filled in. This is the 
common mode of interment; and the remains are lhus secured from 
wolves (hyenas) which abound among these mountains. Where no 
board can he obtained flat stones arc used instead. 

24th 3rd mo. We returned lo Clan William. Charles Schmahh, 
a young German, on a visit to Wupperthal, accompanied us to Ho
ning Valei, (so called from the honey of wild bees among the rocks,) 
where we were 11gain refrc-sheil, and likewise atJ. van Zyl's. Baboons 
were very numerous among the hills: they saluted us "ith shouts us 
we passed through the bushy vallies. At Klip Huis we found our 
l1orses a litLle refreshed; and 8pent an hour pleasantly, and then 
wound among the ramparts of grotesque rocks, to the descent of the 
mountain. There 11re large bu~hes by some of the strcamlets of the 
vallies, an<l heathti and pro1eas are plentiful among the hills: one of 
the latler with glaucuus lc:aves forms a small tr ,e, and is scattered on 
the dill~ ; whence it derives the name ofDlclipl.lb 01 ,ogle 
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25th 3rd mo. Clan William consists of fourteen boll!e5 forming a 
line ; they are pretty well built, and have long strips of garden in 
front, irrigated from the Jan Diasels River, and shady trees on the 
opposite si<le of the road that runs between the houses and the gar
dens. There ia also a row of stores, stables, &c. behind, with a road 
between, forming a back street, and a police-office, jail, and chapel. 
The situation is fine, being betwixt two ranges of mountains. That 
in front (the Cedar-bergen) is lofty, varied, and grand: that behind, 
undulating and of murh less picturesque outline. The situation is, 
however, much exposed to beat in summer, being on a sandy fiat, 
upon which the heat is strongly reftected. Though the town is 
small, it is the capital of a very exteusive district, and is therefore a 
place of considerable importance. We called with J. S. Eno1 
on the Civil Commissioner; who kindly lent us the use of bis office, 
in which we had a meeting in the evening with a large proportion 
of the white, and a few of the coloured inhabitants. Several of the 
former are natives of Great Britsin or Ireland, and moat of the 
other, understand the English language : we therefore addressed 
them in our native tongue; in which we were enabled to eet forth the 
love of God in Christ Jesus, and the necessity of heartily joining in 
with the offers of his grace, in order to obtain salvation. The 
Dutch minister was present, and kindly offered the me of Im 
'' churrh ;" but it was too late for ua to accept it. 

26th Srd mo. We called on a few persona, made purchases of some 
small articles, such u needles, thread &c., of which the consumption 
is considerable in African travelling; and, in the evening addresaed 
the inhabitants in the Civil Commiasioner's office, on the use of in
toxicating drinks; which, notwithstanding the canteens have all been 
abolished by the Civil Commiasiooer, on the petition of many of the 
inhabitants of the town and neighbourhood, are in very general use, 
chiefly wines, to an extent, to the observation of persona accustomed 
to mark their inftueoce, visibly injurious. 

27th 8rd mo. We visited the jail; which consists of a range of in
ferior front buildings, used as offices for the turnkey, surgeon, &c., 
and five large cells, on the opposite side of the intervening ysrd. 
The inmates are about half a acore convicts employed on the road, 
and a few other prisoners, and a blind pauper. The prisoners sleep 
with one leg in the stocks. We also looked into the government 
r.chool; which is conducted by J. S. Evans. Like many otLers that 
are free of payment, it is very irregularly attended: but this is a 
common cause of complaint in the colony, both in paid and unpaid 
schools: and may arise from a want of due appreciation of the 
value of education on the part of parents. We called likewise on 
several of the inhabitants; and, being accompanied by D. Schonn
berg, who holds the office of deacon in th Dute church, on the 
minister; who had proposed our meetingd t!ic:>0$l<@r~ people in his 
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place of worship, and to which we agreed. In the evening nbout a 
hundred pel'IIOns assembled, the majority of whom were coloured ; 
but several of the upper class of white, and some others were also 
present. The minister took his seat between us, and occasionally 
gave us a word in Dutch, when he observed we were all at a loss : 
and, of his own accord, he began and concluded the meeting with a 
hymn. We were favoured with a more powerful sense of Divine in
fluence than I had dared to hope for : my own mind being unusually 
barren before the meeting, and there being many other discouraging 
circumstances. At such times patience is necessary, and care tu 
watch against having the mind diverted from its proper business by 
things we cannqt remedy, or, perhaps, avoid. Along with much 
close counsel, we were enabled to show in what true religion consists, 
and to magnify and praise the Lord for bis goodne8'J, and his won
derful kindness to the children or men : and from many significant 
inclinations of the head, I could not but think that the minister 
felt something of the force of what was expressed ; and the desire 
was excited, that he might be stirred up to greater diligence, and 
be brought to seek help from on high both for himself and the 
people. 

28th Srd mo. We took leave of our kind and hospitable friends, 
John S. and Agnes Evans; who have in their service an emigrant 
apprentice, and an orphan of mixed Hottentot descent, that they 
have adopted, and both of whom are very kindly treated, as much 
like sons as servants. It was needful to ucend the mountain before 
the sun became bot: this brought us early to the Uitkomst, where 
we were again received with that frank hospitality for which H. and 
M. C. van Zyl are noted, and which is especially shown to all who 
labour in the Gospel, from a real love to the truth. In the evening 
we had a religious opportunity with the family and servants ; for 
here all are cared for, and taught to read, whatever may be their 
circumstances or colour. After the reading of the Scriptures, we 
addressed them, and were engaged in vocal prayer: a sweet feeling 
of Divine overshadowing prevailed throughout ; under which it 
was difficult to separate. It is worthy of remark that, in the 
drought of la11t summer, when the corn was ready to perish on the 
ground, rain fell in this place, so that the crop was good. H. van 
Zyl would not however take advantage of this; but having first as
certained what the missionaries at Ebenezer wanted; whom he sup
plied at a very low rate, and that those at the Kamiesberg, Nisbet, 
and Komaggas had sufficient supplies, be sold the residue above his 
own wants also st a very moderate price; saying, that the Lord had 
not blessed him in order that he should take advantage of his neigh• 
hours. 

29th 3rd mo. Fi11t-day. We hnd two favour~d meetings with the 
family and servants here, including also'izcoor'--o'w ~pie, and a 
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strangn or two : the same graeiou!I inAnence pervaJed tl1P,<e oppor
tunitit!s that we were sensible of yesterday . 

.'30th Srd mo. Being rainy, we remained with our kind friends at 
the Uitkomst, and spent most nf the time in writing; having also 
another agreeable opportunity of religious communication with the 
family. Maria C. van Zyl injured her arm by an accident befort 
our arrival, and she has been feveri8h and in great pain ; neverthelrn.. 
she has been unremitting in her attentions, and is lively in her de
votions: and she reverts with gratitude to the day when trut>lling 
missionaries first brought her evangelical hymns, and directed ht>T 
attention to the atoning blood of Christ, and the work of the Holy 
Spirit upon her heart. 

31st Srd mo. The unpropitious state of the weather for travelling 
induced us still to remain at the Uitkomst, punming our writing; an 
employment for which we have had little leisure for several months: 
and when other circumstances would have admitted it, fatigue from 
travelling, oppression from heat, or interruption from the wind, t.a_~ 

generally rendered, even the preservation of a few memorandums a 
considerable exertion. To these impediments may be added, the an
noyance from swarms of flies, which get into the ink, and come 
upon the point of the pen as you are writing; and, if a person look 
off for a moment, the ink dries up in his pen, unless meanwhile he 
hold it in the ink. Jn the dry weather in Namaqua L!rnd, and gene
rally beyond the frontier from Griqua Town to Philippolis, as well as 
in some parts of the colony, great care was neces,iary in folding the 
sheets of journals and letters, to prevent the paper breaking. In 
some of the dry country we passed through in the central part or 
the colony, mirage was of frequent occurrence, often presenting tbt> 
appearance of water; and sometimes at no great diatance: in one 
inst:mee, particularly, this appearance was confined to the bed of a 
periodical river, and the very stones showed themselves above the 
delusive surface; but on arriving at it, the illusion vanished; with 
disappointed hopes, my heart sunk within me; and had it not been 
that the Lord was my refuge, and I sunk as it were to resting in con
fidence in Him, believing we were there, under those circumstan~. 
in the counsel of his will, I cannot say that a temptation to murmur 
would not have prevailed. 

1st 4th mo. 1840. The rain ceased at noon. The family here 
have kindly agreed to allow the weaker portion of our cattle to 
remain till their strength is recruited; and we have made them 
presents of a few things we could now well spare, 8!I an ackno•• 
Jedgement. Our herdsman also leave& a cow with them, for which 
he gave his gun, at the Groene River, after having carried it o•cr 
his 11houl~er for several thousands of miles, without ever having 
had occasion to use it to protect him'se)fxfr-onl iflL&eaats, in going 
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alone among the mountains after the cattle, in which he was cer
tainly more exposed than any of the reat of the company: this and 
many other signal mercies he ascribes, rightly, to the immediate pro
tection of the Mast High. Our driver has allSO disposed of his gun, 
so that we have not now one connected with our establishment, 
In the evening we again bad very open religious service with the 
family. 

2nd 4th mo. A third ox died since our arrival here; and as it is 
necessary to leave fourteen that are too weak to proceed, we have pur
chased five additional ones at from 35 to 45 rds. each. A horse we 
bave exchanged, and we leave another with the cattle. Had not the 
rain fallen, most of these must also soon have died; and we should 
have had much difficulty in getting our establishment to Cape Town: 
but vegetation is springing rapidly, and our hopes are revived. We 
also purchaaed an additional horse for U0 rds. The weather was 
still unsettled, so as to prevent our proceeding. We were again 
favoured with the Divine blessing in assembling with the family be
fore the Lord. 

3rd 4th mo. The weather being fine we took our departure from 
the Uitkomst, loaded with provisions supplied by our kind hostess ; 
whose son yoked sixteen of his oxen to our waggon, and drew it over 
a heavy sand for two hours and a half, to near Rhinoster Fontein (a 
little west of Jakals Fontein of the map) where he took leave of us; 
and we proceeded two hours and a half further, to the top of a sandy 
bushy hill crested with grotesque crags ; where we rested for the 
nighL 

4th 4th mo. Dasies, i. e. Conies, abound among the rocks where we 
spent last night. A s'IM>rt ride brought us to Alexanders Hoek, the 
farm of Martinus Kriiff, who received us kindly, made many inquiries 
in regard to the principles of Friends, respecting which his wile also 
showed considerable interest; and invited us to hold a meeting with 
them ; which we felt freedom to do. Here we met a trader named 
W. Clark, who was also civil and attentive: he was an acquaintance 
of our driver, and gave him information respecting his family; 
of whom he had not now heard for several months. We rode 
three hours in the evening, and outspanned by the road, in the 
dark. 

5th 4th mo. First-day. We rode from necessity half an hour to 
tl1e outspan place, at The Company's Drift, (laid down by mistake 
on Arrowsmith's map, at Volvaarts, on the Olifants River) in order 
to obtain water, at a little stream. Here we had two devotional 
opportunities with our people; and gave a few tracts to passers by, 
and to a family named Engelbrecht, residing here; but with whom 
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there eeemed no further opening for religious 1e"ice, except in a 
few remarks in cosaTel'Slltion. 

6th 4th mo. The little stream called the Berg Valei River, runs 
through a valley clothed with short grass, chiefly of the genus Cyoo
don, but is sedgy in the wetter places. A large patch of Belladonna 
lily was in blossom among the sedges : some of the flowers were 
white, and others pink ; the colour of the latter was more diffused 
than in the variety cultivated in Europe. The country is still very 
sandy, being from the Heerelogement what is called Zand Veld. 
In the evening reached Kruis River, the residence of a Boor named 
Buzon, at the northern extremity of the Piquet-berg. This is not 
a public outspan place, but we were kindly invited to remain for the 
night; during a great part of which the young men or the family 
were l,usily occupied in carting manure to the land ready for plough
ing, the beat of the day being too great for such employment. Here 
also a schoolmaster is employed. 

7th 4th mo. We had conversation with the family and their echool
maater on religious topics and other subjects important to man, bot 
relating more to his temporal welfare : they accepted a few tracts 
gratefully. Taking leave we departed, and proceeded to an unin
habited place affording water and food for the cattle. To the left 
there are many scattered farms, watered 1,y the streamlets from 
the mountains and by the Olifants River. Rain with thunder pre
vented our proceeding; but the place being bushy, our Bechuana 
attendants soon erected a hut of branches and made themselve, 
tolerably comfortable. Guinea-fowl were numerou1 at this place; 
which is retained aa one for travellers ; the mode of travelling in 
South Africa requiring the reservation of a competent number of 
"Public Outspan Places." The blue wate~lily was in flower in 
the Kruis River. 

3th 4th mo. The weather is still unsettled. Thunder and rai11 
compelled us to stop after travelling about two hours and a half, in 
the course of which we passed the establishment of a person named 
Boonzaaier ; with whom and bis family we bad a abort but pleasant 
conversation. The straps which fasten the oxen to the yoke1, and 
other parts of the draught apparatus made of skin, broke so fre
quently on becoming wet, that much time was lost in repairing them. 
In the evening we halted at Groene Valei, where there is a large 
establishment belonging to another family of Buzons, and made the 
horses fast to the waggon at night, lest they should get into the gar~ 
den, which is large and well stocked· with vines, orange, lemon, 
g.uava, banana, fig, mulberry, cbesnot, peach, and other fruit
tr_ees. This place is under one of the highest points of the 
P1quet-berg, which is of sandstone and 1,ushy, and may be 4000 
~thigh ... Google • D1g1t1zed by 
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9th 4th mo. was ushered in with a violent storm of wind and 
thunder, which settling into a still continuous rain, prevented our 
tmvelling, and in a great degree cut off communication with the 
family. The day was occupied in various needful mattel'B. 

I 0th 4th mo. The rain being succeeded by genial sunshine, we 
proceeded along a wide vale with rugged mountains on each aide, 
l1aving numerous farms at the foot, i. e. numerous for Africa;- we 
passed about ten in five hours, which here were sufficient for the ac
complishment of fifteen miles travelling. One of the Boors to whom 
we spoke expressed regret that we were able to spend so little time 
with him ; and a Bastaard, occupying a farm near the road for 60 rds. 
4l. 101. a year, complained that the neighbouring Boors were very 
sharp with him. Though this feeling is probably declining, it never
theless prevails pretty generally. The cattle of a man of colour, even 
though he be of Dutch descent, are more readily impounded thaa 
those of a white man; and, in many other little points, the man of 
colour is annoyed : knowing also that his hue is contemned, he is 
very sensitive. We outspanned at night on a desolate waste at a 
distance from the Piquet-berg. Vegetation is springing rapidly; 
even upon the sandy wastes the bushes and grass are beginning 
to grow. I have often felt thankful in the eourse of our journey, 
that I was taught when young to use a needle; and in consequence 
of the short stops we have of late made at places where clothing 
could be made up, I have lately not only had to make a pair 
of buckskin riding trowscrs for myself, but to assist our herdsmen 
in the same respect. The Bechuana youths being more expert, 
and huing more time than the herdsman, manage this sort of 
work for themselves; sewing (viz., the manufacture of karosses) 
is men's work in their country; where the women are principa11y 
engaged in cultivating their gardens. Many of the Hottentot women 
that have been brought up at the missionary stations are dexterous 
with their needles, and some of the men can also sew a little. Both 
the coloured men and the Boors genera1ly wear trowsel'B of leather 
prepared from sheep or goat skins : these answer well for riding or 
other rough work, and are easily washed: some of the species of 
Oxalis, or other acid plants are used to make them soft and of a good 
colour. 

11 th 4th mo. By a misdirection, or, probably, a misunder
standing of a direction, we took a wrong path, which brought us to 
a place, where at a former period some others had probably arrived 
under like circumstances, as its name was Misverstaan (i. e. Misun
derstanding). Our route was consequently circuitous, but this 
enabled us to dristribute a few tracts satisfactorily. We crossed 
the Berg River at Misvcrstaan, and again at Jacobus Marais', 
at Riem-hoghte, where we outspanned; and by whose family w_e 
were kindly received. At the cvcningJ,cP;Cs~Q,tlQJlJldg61!.tl some reh-



gious senice with the family. From the numerous ldoofa of the 
Cardow mountains issue stream lets on which farms are situated: 
much of the adjacent land is karroo of small aromatic bush, called 
Rosmarine, from its rosemary-like smell: it11 taste is bitter and 
thyme-like. Several plants of the Amaryllis tribe are aow in 
blossom near the river ; which, though a little swollen, is but about 
ankle-deep and twenty yards wide at the fords. A few seac:ow, 
(hippopotami) are preserved at the mouth of this river: they are 
said to be so tame as to come near the house of the person on 
whose property they are protected. 

12th 4th mo. First-day. J. Maraia' family being gone to the 
"Nachtmaal," we spent the day very quietly at the waggoo, reading 
twice with the people and waiting upon the Lord in silence. On these 
occasions, as well as in some short solitary walks, the senae of Divine 
mercy was graciously afforded under the feeling of great unworthi.
ncss. In the evening the family returned, with two ministers of the 
Dutch church ; with whom we spent a short time, and then retired, 
not apprehending anything required of us on the occasion in the way 
of religious service. 

lSth 4th mo. Chiefly occupied in preparing for a horseback 
journey, and in fiiendly intercourse with J. Maraia and family; 
who are favourably disposed to missionaries. J. M.'s wife has poor 
health, and this appears to have made her thoughtful respecting 
eternal things. 

14th 4th mo. We set out on horseback for Tulbagh, ralling OQ 
the way at the houses of some Boors, with whom we left tracu. 
This district is called the Twenty-four Rivera, on account of the 
11umber of times which a clear stream on a sandy or stony bed aad 
some of its tributary branches are crossed, in the bushy and grusy 
vale lying west of the Roodezandberg. Pursuing an easterly 
direction over some branches of the Kleineberg River, on which 
were se,•eral farms, we at length came suddenly on Tvlbaglt, a 
neat little town of white houses, in Dutch style, forming one good 
street and an incomplete second one. Here we received a hearty 
welcome from G. A. and H. Zahn, of the Rhenish Missionary 
Society, "ho had been apprised of our coming by a letter from 
Wuppe1·thal. 

15th 4th mo. We spent a little time in a school conducted by 
G. A. Zahn, on the plan of mutual instruction and interrogation: be 
has about fifty pupils,-nearly the whole of the children of the place, 
~bite and coloured: they are well brought forward on general snb
Jects and grounded in scriptural knowledge. Al dinner we met Arie 
V_os, an ngcd missionary of the London Missionary Society, and his 
wife, an<l Hobert Shami, the minister n.•' 1i.,. Refom1ed• Dutch church, 
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and his wife. R. Shand i1 a native of Scotland, and a very con
scientioua man ; he is greatly disliked by the nominal Christians of 
the neighbourhood, snd as greatly esteemed by the pious: he was 
for some time suspended from his office, for refusing to baptize the 
children of ungodly parents, but ha■ been reinstated. Part of the 
day wasspent in writing letters; and in the evening we held a meet
ing for worship, in the chnpel belonging to the Rhenish Missionary 
Society. The congregation was mixed, of white and coloured people 
-a pleasing evidence of the decay of unreasonable prejudice. The 
season was oue in which much openness was felt in setting forth 
the great love of God to a sinful world, in sending his beloved Son 
as a Saviour; and in continuing to plead with them by his Holy 
Spirit. The chapel in which we assembled was built by the Dutch 
:Missionary Society of the place, for the instruction of the coloured 
people; but they were so disturbed at the emancipation of the 
slaves, to which class most of the coloured people here belonged, 
that they sold the chapel. 

16th 4th mo. The town of Tulbagh is very prettily situated, 
especially when viewed from the south ; but it is so completely ■hut 
in hy mountains, on three sides, and so far up a long vale, that it is 
out of the road to any place, and consequently not likely to increase 
much in size. The coloured population, particularly those residing 
as servants on the adjacent farms, ere said to be much improved in 
regard 10 their religious state since their emancipation from slavery, 
In the course of the day we called on Arie Vos and Robert Shand; 
und, in the evening, held a meeting for the promotion of temperance; 
which was thinly attended. The place is one of little open drunken
ness; bnt the general consumption of wine is considerable. No 
canteen exists in the town: formerly there was one of very disor
derly character; but the people of the neighbourhood united and 
opened another, which the farmers of the vicinity supplied with 
wine and brandy of their own produce: and these were sold at a 
much lower rate than the canteen-keeper could afford them : he wa■ 
therefore obliged to give up his business. When this point was 
attained the other canteen was also closed, but with a notification, that 
it would immediately be re-opened on any other penon commencing 
business in the same line. 

17th ,th mo. We took leave of our kind friends G. A. and H. 
Zahn, and their sister Adrian Vos, and rode to Worcester, distant 
about thirty-five miles, through a vale between the Roodezand and 
Koud Bokkeveld mountains, p.'lSsing several farms at a short dis
tance on the right and left, and about midway called at one belong
ing to John Adam Neetling; by whom we were kindly entertained. 
At Worcester we became the guests of J. H. and C. Kiilpmann, of 
the Rhenish Society; the latter was also a daughter of the late 
Michael C. Vos. 
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18th 4th mo. Worcester is a rising town of about 1300 inhabitants: 
there are several streets crossing at right angles; the houses are 
built of brick and whitewashed, according to the prevailing custom 
of the country. The place is well watered from the Hex River; 
which, descending from the Bokkeveld mountains, is brought at a 
level sufficiently high to irrigate the gardens and adjllCl'Dt landL 
The situation is very picturesque: it is at the foot of some low slate 
hills, intervening, upon a plain of about ten miles across, between 
the rugged picturesque mountains of the Koud Bokkeveld and 
Goudinne. Adjoining the town is a plot of ground granted by the 
Government to the Dutch Missionary Society of this place ; with 
which the missionaries of the H.henish Society here are associated: 
the land is divided into small erfs or allotments, that are occupied 
by coloured people, chiefly such as have been in slavery, without 
ground-rent. These form a large portion of the labouring popula
tion of the place; and they have contributed liberally, some io 
money, and others in labour, to tl1e erection of the mission-premises; 
which consist of a dwelling-house, school-house, and chapel. The 
last proving too small for the congregation since the emancipation, is 
undergoing enlargement. The rest of the money is contributed by 
the inhabitant.II generally, many of whom are of Dutch families; and 
who, though temporarily annoyed at the emancipation of the slaves, 
wisely deferred acting upon the excitement, and are now reconciled 
to continue their commendable care for the coloured people. 
The town is rapidly increasing : it lies on the high road from Cape 
Town to the interior. Mechanics' wages are from 1 ½ rds. 2.J. Sd. to 
4-rds. 6,. a day. In the evening we held a meeting in the mission 
school-room; which was large, and favoured with Divine oversha
dowing. 

19th 4th mo. First-day. The place of worship of the Dutch 
church being open in the forenoon, the mission congregation wu 
principally coloured, and it was considerable: in the afternoon the 
room was crowded by a mixed company. On both occasions good 
opportunity was afforded us to discharge our debt of Christian lo,e; 
and after the last, the mem hers of the mission church, eleven women 
and one man, and a few others, were addressed by G. W. Walker, 
who conveyed much important counsel to them. 

20th 4th mo. In the forenoon, the Civil Commissioner went 
with us over the jail, in which there are fifty prisoners, about 
half of whom are convicts working in irons; fifteen are for trial, 
and are in a large room, having stocks on the floor for security 
at night, snd several of these men ore ironed to each other! A 
few are confined in cells, solitarily, or in pairs. Of these cells 
~here are four. The room in which some of the convicts sleep 
is . a very poor pince : a bener has bl'en erected, but is not yet 
celled. Another room, designed for. . an l1rl§nit I ith out-build-
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ings for the jailor, &c. complete this establishment, which J1as no 
inclosed yard; yet with all its defects it is one of the best prisons 
in the land: it is a little out of the town, and adjacent to the 
Drosdy-house; a large pile of buildings only partially finished, and 
in which the Civil Commissioner resides: it was erected by Lord 
Charles Somerset, and is said to have been intended for n summer 
residence for the governor; the place being cooler and esteemed 
more healthy than Cape Town at that season of the year. We also 
visited the school of the Rhenish Society, in which there were 120 
children, chiefly coloured, under the charge of an agreeable young 
man named Webber. The attendance amounts sometimes to 150: 
as most of the pupils are very young, it is conducted principally on 
the infant-school system. In the evening a large mixed congrega
tion assembled in the school-room ; with whom we bad a memorable 
opportunity, in setting forth the importance of abstinence from in
toxicating liquors, and in commenting on the work of the Lord 
among the coloured people of this land,andon hi11judgmenta upon that 
portion of the whites, who, in their too general merely formal Chris
tianity, and unwillingness to loose the bonds 0£ oppression, though 
compelled by law to give up slavery, yet cherish it in spirit; and 
continually, in disgust with the government that has abolished it, 
are removing beyond its dominion ; and subjecting themselves to 
great privations and sufferings. The people heard us attentively, 
and bore our plain dealing patiently, as it was delivered in love, witb 
the assurance of good-will, and, I trust, in a measure of divine au
thority. We were enabled to make ourscilvea well understood in 
Dutch, so that some remarked, the Lord h\lped us; which help we 
desire reverently to acknowledge with than~,ulness. The awakening 
among the coloured people at W orrs 0 ~r commenced about a year 
and a half ago, with the falling ot .. of1 aerolitP. (a solid meteoric 
mass) on the adjacent part of the Bo~eveld, which was attended by 
unusual thunder-like noise, and other· accompaniments that induced 
the impres11ion that " the end of .«iT lhings was at hand :" and this 
Jed some to deep searching of heart, in regard to their fitness to meet 
the Judge of all the earth. One woman, under strong conviction of 
her sinfulness, fell down on the floor of her cottage, and began to 
pray fervently for mercy: her little boy, who attended the mission
school, and had never before seen his mother in tht-suppliant attitude, 
or heard her call on the Lord out of a broken heart, ran to J. H. 
Kiilpman, and begged him to go to his mother, for she was pray
iug : be obeyed the summons, and found about a dozen others had 
joined her, and were also prostrate before the Lord. Joining his pe
titions with theirs, he directed them to the Saviour of sinners, and 
prayed that this awakening might be blessed to their conversion ; 
and the Lord was entreated {or them ; as the fruits they have brought 
forth have proved. This awakening spread, and though its first ex
citeme~t has passed away, the w~rk ~ still ~adualll progr~ssing. 
There as an nged Dutchman belonging to ,t1Je1mtss10 - Wgregauon-a 
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man of a true and sweet Christian spirit, such • is but rarely to be 
met with among people of this claa. 

21st 4.th mo. Our horses have been without ahoes since our 6rst 
arrival at Kamieaberg, (some of thoae now in uae never had shoes 
on till arriving here,) and the stony road from the Berg Rinr lO 

Tulbagh made their feet so tender that they could acarcely get 
along; but now, having got them shod, we took leave of our lcind and 
Christian friends at Worcester, and accompanied by J. 1:c'. Butler, 
punued our journey, and they travelled well. The road lay across 
the grasay plain of the Goudinne, and over the Breede River, and 
through a low pass in the mountains to Brand Valei; where, hard 
by the house of a person named De Wet, there is a •ery strong 
apring of hot water: the thermometer rose to 140° the insJant it was 
plunged into it, and was withdrawn lest it should bun;t, u it was not 
graduated much higher. This spring may probably have originated 
the name of the place, which signifies Burnt Valley : for I co11ld not 
ucertain that any other indication of internal burning exist■ in the 
neighbourhood; and, possibly, the heat of this water may be t-he
mical. Planted poplars, with grass, cyperaceie and a Caladium 
grow close to the bot water; as doea Zantedeschia mthiopica ; which 
abounds in all wet places south of Clan William : it is scarce further 
nonb, but is to be met with at Plaatberg in the Bechuana country, 
and on the Kamiesberg ; though at these places it is nidently 
nipped by the frost: it is probably the lily that gives Lily Fountain 
its name, being known iq the gardens of Europe as the Lily of the 
Nile. By the side of tJ>.1 Breede River a pink heath wu in blossom 
among the rushy herbage : and being spread in extensive patches. it 
revived pleasantly the recollections of an English common. The 
-.allies in this pnrt of the col''("TJ are extensive, grassy, and well sup
plied with water. Jn sandy iJ . .aces they are bushy, producing Heaths, 
Proteas, and other strikiag s1'1mbs, with varions species of Oxali.s, 
Hypoxia, Gladiolus, Antnericu",r.;-&c. that render these less fruitful 
spots more gay than those of more value. After a ahon stop at 
Brand Valei, we proceeded to the house of Jacobus de Wet. another 
branch of the same family, where we were kindly received. J. de 
Wet is blind : be is a man of feeling, and alive to the impolicy of 
slavery as well as to the superior advantages of free labour: his 
wife is a woman of lively zeal and piety, and there are several 
other persons of awakened mind in the family. We spent a little 
time with them very pleasantly; Lot, except in conversation and the 
distribution of a few tracts, did not see it our plare to enter into 
religious labour among them, although opportunity was not lacking. 
We took leave of these kind people and reached the house of 
Field-comet, P. H. de Villiers on a brauch of the Zondereinde 
River, where we obtained comfortable lodging and refreshment; 
and had much con•ersation with the larlt: famijy, who received 
aome tracts gratefully, as did also 10me bowe?cmiors whose houses 
We paased. 
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22nd 4th mo. On this place there are about forty white person• 
and a much larger number of coloured, chiefly the family of P.H. de 
Villiers and persons employP.d in his service: he has a large flour
mill driven by water, extensive cultivation, &c. He has offered ground 
to build a chapel and school upon, and he has made some sensible re-. 
marks on the desirableness of the situation for a village, and the 
great want of schools and places of worship in various parts of the 
Colony. Here the distance from both is about twenty miles, and 
there is a considerable population in the vicinity; but, in many dis. 
tricts, people are fifty or a hundred miles from such' places of instruc
tion. Our host took pay for the forage for our bor~es, but, in consi
deration of the nature of our visit, he would not receive anything for 
our own entertainment: and one of his neighbours-a man who 
would not sell his wheat at a great price, for conscience' sake, when it 
was scarce in the country-remarked, on G. W. Walker giving him 
a tract, that it would be well if more such visits were paid in the 
Colony. The early part of our ride to-day was through a fine valley 
bounded by magnificent mountains, which give rise to several of the 
rivers in this part of the Colony. We crossed several small branc bes 
of the Zondereinde before ascending the kloof, called Fransche Hoek 
Pass, at the entrance of which is a house where travellers are re
freshed and lodged, and a small toll is paid for the maintenance of the 
mounta;n road. This pass requires about two hours on horseback to 
traverse it; it is cut in the sides of exceedingly steep mountains; the 
RScent is easy; the highest point may be 2000 feet. In some places 
the rocks are argillaceous, here and there slaty, in others quartzose, 
in some places sandstone ; and there are a few veins of ba~alt, and 
in one place a sort of basaltic core is exhibited. The clouds rested 
on the tops of the mountains most of the day, and protected ns 
from the sun. Numerous white houses interspersed among the 
vineyards and plantations of orange, oak, and pine, break pleasantly 
upon the view, after passing the greatest elevation of the mountain. 
At Fransche Hoek we became the guests of the Field-cornet De 
Hugo, whose house is open for the accommodation of travellers; 
and attended without delay a meeting, held weekly at the house of • 
a widow named Pepler, about three miles distant; where twenty
three persons assembled. At the close an opportunity was afforded 
us, of which I availed myself in a short communication; which was 
all that I felt to be required on my part. After the meeting we 
returned to the dwelling of J. Verhaag, the assistant minister of 
this place, with whom we had much interesting conversation ; and 
at our quarters had also the company of Piet de Beer, two of 
whose brothers we had met at Cradock and Beaufort; he is school
teacher here; and being a pious, fenent-spirited young man, is 
endeavouring to promote the best welfare of his fellow-creatures. 
A son of De Hugo came over the Fransche Hoek Pass to-day by 
the foot-path, which takes a different course to the carriage road : 
he was attended by a coloured youth and ar<lol!', and a leopard 

D1g1tized by \..JOOgte M 



90 

cnme from among the rocks, crouched, and seemed designing 
to spring upon him, when the dog seized iL The animals atruggltd 
together, and the leopard escaped and retreated again amongst the 

• rocks. The young man supposed it waa old and weak, or it would 
probably have killed the dog, and that it was pressed by hunger, or 
it would not have attempted the attack. Leopards (called iu the 
Colony, tigers) are not numerous, but very generally dispersed 
over the mountain districts. A religious opportunity with the family 
closed the labours of this day. 

2Srd 4th mo. Rain confined us to the house most of the dav. In 
the afternoon we rode with James Verhaag to the house of a ~o-io
law of De Hugo; ond returned early to meet a congregation of 
coloured people in the chapel, where they L'ISemble regularly oo 
fifth-day evenings and first-day mornings, to the number of about 
150, twelve of whom have been received as members: 1everal 
of them are considered decidedly pioua, and othera hopeful. The 
rain occasioned the attendance to-day to be ,mall : but we fdt 
much freedom in speaking to them on the necessity of attending to 
the convictions of the Holy Spirit, and of believing in Jesus, and 
walking iu his commandments. 

24th 4th mo. Continued rain rendered any other occupation than 
such as could be attended to in the house impracticable : most of the 
day was spent in writing. In the evening the weather became fair, 
and we hRd the company of J. Verhaag and P. de Bier, with whom 
we co1iversed on the principles of Friends, and on the state of the 
people of Amboyna and Timor, among· whom J. Verhaag at one 
period spent some time in religious labour, he apprehends, to little 
profit : be describes their state to be very low ; and says, the Ro
man Catholic missionaries among them would tell them, that when 
they had brought them plenty of sandal-wood, then they would pray 
with them, thus making merchandise of their pretensions to religioa. 
We had also 110me conversation on the prejudices of the old colonists 

• of this country, which are still very strong, notwithstanding they are 
giving way. Few of them will allow their own children to learn 
geography in the school, because they esteem it a very unnecessary 
attainment, notwithstanding it is taught, in some of the missioo-
1chools, to the Hottentots. Independently of a First-day amool, 
the coloured people receive instruction from P. de Beer twice in 
the week. Many of his pupils are making a little progreu in 
spelling ; but there is such a disposition among them to remove 
from place to place, that few of them remain long enough to make 
any considerable advancement. This evil will probably diminish as 
they come to prove where they. can best make a livelihood. 

Hth ,th mo. Our kind host Daniel De Hugo, from whom, and from 
wliose wife and family we have received ucb ho iitable attention 
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declined accepting any payment for our entertainment; and merely 
charged for the forage of our horses, which he had himself purchased. 
Believing it best for ns to proceed to the Paarl, three hours ride 
distant, we set out after dinner, the weather having become fine. 
The road lies along a sandy valley, with many pretty wine-farms at 
the foot of the mountains, on both sides. On approaching the Paarl 
we once more obtained n view of Table Mountain, at the foot of 
which Cape Town ill situated: this sight raised feelings of thankfulness 
in our hearts to Him who led us forth, and has crowned us with many 
mercies, and brought us thus far on our way in safety. On arriving 
at the Paarl, we found our people there in good health, but having 
Jost another ox on the road by death. A hearty welcome awaited 
us from George Barker of the London Missionary Society, and his 
daughters, 

26th 4th mo. First-day. We attended meetings for the coloured 
people in the morning and evening in the chapel; and had open op
portunity of expressing our Christian concern for this interesting 
class of the inhabitants. The congregation often amounts to about 
400: the number who assembled to-day was rather less, many 
being alarmed lest they should come in the way of small-pox infec
tion. A case or two of this disease has occurred here, and it is pre. 
valent and ,·ery fatal in Cape Town. In the afternoon, we visited 
the school of the coloured people, held in the infant school-room of 
the London Missionary Society, which is large and commodious. 
After the forenoon meeting we accompanied G. Barker to the 
prison; which is a hired building, with four large cells and two 
small rooms. There were eight prisoners, principally committed 
for petty offences. This is a subordinate prison to that at Stellen. 
bosch, which is the district town. 

27th 4th mo. The Paarl is situated at the foot of an elevated, 
isolated, granite hill, with great convex topped rocks projecting from 
its summit; and upon which are some aloes, &c., the sides of the 
hills are bushy and afford pasturage. The population is about 41000: 
their houses are in the Dutch style, white-washed, and interspersed 
among oak, pine, and other trees growing in the streets, between 
which are orchards and vineyards. It is a pretty town, and has a 
fine view of the sandstone and slate mountains of Drakenstein to the 
east ; under which are many neat farm-houses with vineyards, &c. 
We visited the infant-school of the London Missionary Society, 
and also a private school: the pupils in which are the children 
of the white inhabitants, who are almost exclusively of Dutch or 
French extraction. Many refugees from France took shelter in 
this part of Africa, from persecution, and are intermarried with the 
families of the old Dutch settlers. We called on Major H. Piers, 
the resident magistrate-an intelligent upright man---disposed to 
give the coloured people the full benefit of thetll1 e '<m of British 
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law, which, from long-rooted prt>judice, it is 1till diffirult to ICCUre 

to them. We had a meeting in the e,·ening in the infsnt school
room "·i1h a number of the white and coloured population: the 
former of whom with a few exceptions, seemed a little shy of 111; and 
they were unwilling to meet us in the chapel, notwithstanding thty 
did not object to our preaching to the coloured people there: oa 
this occasion we had an open opportunity of setting forth the neces-
1ity of repenlance, and of a practical faith in Christ; and we under-
1tood that the fears of some, \\"ho had looked upon us auspiciou,ly, 
were removed, 

28th 4th mo. Having arranged for our w~aon to meet us at 
Stellenbosch, we took leue of our kind friends, and again crossing 
the Berg River, proceeded to Waggonmaker's Valley, situated at the 
foot of the Groene Berg, and inhabited by a considerable number of 
wine farmers, whose vineyards and orange groves extend for three 
or four miles along a mountain rivulet. At the upper end of the 
valley we met a cordial welcome from Isaac and Magdalena Bis
scux, of the Paris Missionary Society, who occupy a house con• 
tiguou~ 10 a chapel, both erected by the Dutch population ( who are 
here likewise intermixed with the French refugees) for the coloured 
people. A white congregation also assembles here once on each First• 
day, among whom there are some pious people. 

29tl1 4-th mo. The religious labours at W aggonmaker's Valley 
seem to have commenced with a person named Van Zulg, who was 
11tationed in the neighbourhood as a schoolmaster, and visit'>r of the 
sick, about forty years ogo; and who preached with much success, 
both to the white and coloured people. Traces of the good effect 
of his lubours are yet conspicuous. Jn the aflernoon we had a 
meeting for the white inhabitants, some of whom are pious, at which 
several of th<! coloured people were also present; and, in the even
ing, one for the coloured, which was attended by some of the white. 
Both were seasons of Divine favour, in which much dose counsel, as 
well ns Christian instruction were imparted. F.leven of the coloured 
people are members of the liule church, exclusive of some who have 
removed to other places, nnd fourteen can read. 

80th 4th mo. The early part of the day was foggy. When the 
mist dcnred off, we took leave of our kind friends J. and M. Bisseux, 
and trnvelling northward of the isolated mountain called Paardeberg, 
and west of that called Riebccks Kasteel-which are probably sand• 
~tone, and over an argillaceous sandy loam country, on which grain 
!s pretty extensively cultivated, and where ploughing is in progress 
in some plac-cs, and the wheat up in others,-we reached 1\falmet· 
Lury, or Zwartland Kirk, in the afternoon. J. D. A. Freislich 
tl!e ~lerk of the Peace, to whom we had an introduction, and 
his wife, kindly invited us to take our m al w·t them and saiJ 

Digitized by O > ' 
1 



!>S 

if they could not obtain a lodging for u1, they would do the be■t 
they could for us themselves; but they did not like the idea of our 
sleeping on the floor in a civilized place, and being young house
keepers here their own accommodation was limited. It was not how
ever without much fruitless inquiry that they obtained for us a bed, 
at a cottage of very humble exterior, but very neat and comfortable 
within. The white houses give the place a pretty appearance; but 
there are few trees about it, so that, though situated among hills, it 
has little picturesque beauty. The inhabitants appear to be thoroughly 
taken up with their temporal concerns. 

1st 5th mo. 1840. We obtained leave to invite the inhabitants to 
meet us in the school-room, but could get none to come, and were 
therefore obliged to be content with conversing with a few we 
cssually met, and giving them some tracts. They seemed not to 
understand us, and to have small relish for religious subjects. Our 
kind host refused to accept anything for. our lodging; and our 
open-hearted friends, the Freislichs, supplied all our temporal wants. 
Finding no opening for further service, after looking at the jail, 
which is merely a temporary one, and the new building designed for 
the purpo~e, which is only a shell connected with the Government 
offices, and in which it is intended to form a few cells, we set off for 
Groene Kloef; where we arrived in three hours and a half; having 
p11sscd a few farms at which we left tracts, and traversed a wide 
sandy flat, ar.d crossed a low range of granite hills. It was very 
pleasant to come again among people whose hearts were warmed 
by Christian love; and to receive such a brotherly welcome as the 
Moravian missionaries gave us: one of them we haJ before seen at 
Genadendal. 

fnd 5th mo. We walked with Ludwig Teutsch over the settle
ment, on which there are now about 1000 Hottentots and other 
coloured people, who live in two wide streets, with gardens between 
the rows of houses. A man of orderly conduct coming here, and 
agreeing to observe the rules of the place, is allowed as much garden 
ground as he csn work ; but any that may have been assigned him, 
that, at the end of two years, he has not cultivated, falls again to the 
Institution. Many of the people have also considerable pieces of 
corn-land at a short distance. Their first habitations are usually of 
rushes; next they build hartebeest houses of better quality; and 
many have succeeded these by neat, comfortable cottages, well built 
and thatched. Beyond the cultivation of their own land, their ge
neral work is among the Boors of the neighbourhood, from whom 
they obtain wages. Thi11 station was made over by the Government 
to the Moravians in 1808, as a missionary place for the Hottentots, 
&c. Before that time it was successively occupied as a hunting 
station for the Governor, and a depositary for salt. Several of the 
original buildings are still standing, being c,on eto more useful 
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purposes, and others have been a<lde<l, among which is a commodious 
chapel. The estate is 4-606 morgea, or nearly 9200 acres. 

Srd 5th mo. First-day. There were several aervices in the 
chapel. A meeting in the evening was chiefly occupied by George 
W. Walker and myself in e:r.hortatioa, under the de1ire that the 
people might attain to spiritual Christianity. Few children were 
present, yet the congregation amounted to about 6oo. We were 
grieved to see three white persons, of English and Dutch descent; 
such ns in this country are misnamed Christians, in contradit
tinction from the coloured ; who are generally styled Heathens, 
or Schepsels, i. e. Creatures; who had stopped on their journey, 
claiming the hospitality of the Moravians; sitting in a loonging 
an<l disrespectful way, on chairs which themselves had brought 
out into the yard, as the coloured people were going to and from 
their public worsbip ; from which these misnamed Christian-. with 
a single exception, at the morning service, absented them9elves; 
not, it was evident, from conscientious objections to the forma used; 
for they were not in a state of mind to have conscientious objections 
on such a aubjecL Such misconduct the Moravians here have of\en 
to bear; and they appear to do 10 with great patience. Since 
coming here we have heard of the decease of Adam Halter: be 
had been labouring at the new Moravian station, in the Ziui
kamma, called Clarkson, among the Fingoes; but, feeling unwell, 
had returned to Enon, where he was suddenly removed; gathered, 
there is ground to believe, as a shock of corn fully ripe. The 
remembrance of the nearness of spirit we felt with him in Christ, 
is very sweet. Within the last year Enon has again been blessed 
with fertilizing rain ; and the river has again become a flowing stream. 

4-th 5th mo. We visited the schools, into which English hRs 
lately been introduced ; some of the girls have made so much pro
gress as to read a little in the Scriptures, in English, and to translate 
what they read into Dutch: they are in the school three hours in 
the forenoon, and are eighty in number. The boys attend the school 
in the afternoon, and are si:r.ty on the list; but they are 10 mlK'h 
occupied in feeding cattle, &c. that the attendance is usually much 
below that number. In the infant-school there are 140, for which 
number the school-room is much too small. The members of the 
church are about SOO. To-day there was a feut, entirely a reli• 
gious service, of the single siaters, in commemoration of the 110th 
anniversary of the time when a number of single women gave them
selves in an especial manner to the Lord; and which circumstance 
originated the Moravian body. Groene Kloof from its oame gives 
expectation of a deep valley of much verdure; but it is merely a 
shallow sandy hollow, among some low, bare, granite hills; it bu 
ho,vever the advantage of a good supply of "·ater for this part of the 
world, and of a small wood of 11lanted popl "l' that upplies useful 
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timber; it is also ornamented with weeping-willo\l"S S omc aloes, 
&c. grow among the gtanite rocks, and the neighbourhood is famous 
for the gaiety of its bulbous-rooted ftowers. After partaking of an 
early dinner, and receiving a parcel of food for our journey, with 
which Maria Teutsch considerately furnished us, we parted from 
these affectionate people, and pursued our journey over a sandy 
country terminating in a few rounded bills of more clayey character, 
among which were several farms. The view of Cape Town, with 
Table Bay from one part of the road was very agreeable; though 
we could not but look upon it with mixed feelings, on account of the 
ravages we heard the small-pox was making-sometimes rarrying 
off fifty persons in a day. We reached D'Urban, or, as it was for
merly called, Pompoen Kraal, in the evening, and called at the house 
of the minister of the Dutch church, but he was at dinner, and "'e 
did not see him, but signified our intention of calling upon him the 
next day ; but, after spending about two hours in seeking a lodging, 
during which we coiled at every house except one in the place, and 
being unable to obtain a shelter for the night, which was raw and 
cold, we were under the necessity of remounting our wearied horses, 
and proceeding to Stellenboscl,. Coming from Groene Kloof to 
Pompoen Kraal, wa" like making a transition from the torrid to 
the frigid zone: however, here we left a tract or two, hoping 
to kindle a more fervid spirit, and then pursued our weary way 
over a heavy sandy road : but, on reaching Stellenbosch, we again 
met with kindness; for, notwithstanding we had occasion to call 
two persons out of bed to give us information at so unseasonable an 
hour, they were very civil ; and certainly there is much truth in the 
sentiment expressed on one of the school copies used in my boy
hood, " Civility gains respect:" one of them got up and went with 
us to the Wesleyan Mission House, where, though after midnight, 
our kind friends Ed"·ard Edwards and his wife arose, and gave us a 
warm greeting, and a refreshing cup of tea, and welcomed us to the 
accommodations their house afforded. 

6th 5th mo. Our waggon arrived from the Paarl, where another 
ox was left in a dying state. During the day we were variously 
occupied; and in the evening we rode with E. Edwards to the farm 
of John Allison, a brother of the missionary at Umporani, and "'ho 
hu tsken our oxen to graze. He has here a bat manufactory. When 
in the town bis men were 10 frequently intoxir.ated as greatly to 
neglect their work ; thi11, he finds, to a considerable extent, remedied, 
and the health of some of his family improved by a residence in the 
country. Stellenbosch is a pretty town of about 200 houses, and 
1,500 inbabitanta: the streets have on each side a row of fine oak
trees: it is situated at the foot of a rugged topped mountain, de
tached from the main range. The principal part of the houses are 
built in Dutch style and white-washed. Numerous neat cottages of 
the coloured people form a pleasing featur o t [,place: generally 

01g1t1zed by J \:. 



96 

the coloured are a Yery orderly part of the community, and are neatly 
clad: they Corm the principal portion of the labourers and the ser
vants in the town, The W esleyans have lately erected a neat chapel 
contiguous to the mission-house. They have a d11ily school, taught 
by a young man who has a tinge of colour; the number of pupils 
to-day was upwards of fifty. The missionaries of the Rhenish So
ciety in connexion with the Dutch population have also a chapel and 
school. 

6th 5th mo. We called on the Rhenish missionaries, Paulus 
Daniel Liickhoff, Johannes George Knab, and Johan Daniel An
dreas, who occupy premises provided by the Dutch inhabitants for a 
mission to the coloured people; here we met Pieter Albertyn of the 
Paarl, who is an agreeable young man, and free from the Nealo
gian heresy, with which many of the Dutch ministers in this part of 
the Cape Colony are defiled; and which, like its near ally, Uni
tarianism, cuts the heart out of Christianity, and is the evidmt 
subterfuge of men of unregenerate minds, who have undertaken 
to teach the Gospel before having learned it: they therefore re
duce the character and offices of Christ to the standard of the com
prehension of the human capacity darkened by &in; but the doctrines 
of the forj?iveness of sin through repentance and faith in the atoning 
blood of Christ, and an experimental peace and communion "ilh 
God through the mediation of a glorified Redeemer, and submission 
to the sanctifying influences or renewings of the Holy Ghost, have 
no place with them; they cannot understand them, because they 
are spiritually discerned. and they themselves are yet carnal. la 
the evening I addressed a few coloured people in the W ealeyan 
chapel. 

7th 5th mo. We dined with the Rhenish missionaries, in company 
with P. Albertyn, after visiting their schools, one of which is on the 
infant system, and the other for older children: in each there are 
100 pupils; who are taught by two of the missionaries, and are 
nicely brought forward : the children are of the coloured cl:\SSel, 
We also looked into the chapel; which is undergoing a third en
largement since the emancipation of the slaves; so great and in
creasing is the desire manifested by this class for religious instruction, 
now that it is within their own power to attend places of worship. 
The provision to satisfy this desire made by the Dutch inhabit.ants 
of this place is very creditable to them. In the evening we again 
had the opportunity of addressing a few of the coloured people iJJ 
the Wesleyan chapel. 

8th 5th mo. In the evening we accompanied the Rbenish mi,
sionaries to their chapel, where upwards of 200 coloured adulll 
were .ass~mbled. a~ _a srhool. All the congregations are, at the 
present lime, d1m1mshed by the small-po ;. anJ this among the 
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rest is consequently letlS than usual. The srhool servire was 
superseded to give us the opportunity of speaking to them on 
several important subjects, and the meeting assumed more of a 
decidedly religious character, tn which the overshadowing of the 
love of our heavenly Father was felt in a comforting degree. The 
company were neatly clad and remarkably clean. 

9th 5th mo. We visited the jail; four large cells of whirh open 
into a small yard : in one of these there were four Englishmen 
waiting for trial, and in another, four coloured men. A passage to 
four solitary cells also opens into the same yard : in one of these wa~ a 
coloured man under a few days' sentence. Fifteen convicts working 
on the roads are lodged in a small square room, and in two or three 
cells opening into the street. A few persona are out on bail, work
ing for their sureties. The jailor, who is a pious Scotchman, .\'ays, 
he does not think crime has at all increased since the emancipation. 
Commitments for misdemeanors are much Jess frequent; but those 
for petty thefts are more numerous ; for masters will now bring a 
servant before a magistrate, where, had the servant been a slave, he 
woul<l merely have received 11ome chastisement from his master; 
who would thus have avoided the loss of his labour conseqnrnt on 
sending him to prison: now this loss falls upon the servant in forfei
ture of the opportunity of earning wages. We also called on J. V ers
feld, who is a descendant of Persoon the celebrated botanist: he 
showed us a fragment of the aerolite that fell upon the Bokkcveld ; 
which is of the same constituents as other meteoric stones; and also 
some fossil animal remains, from near Beaufort : these are said to 
occur in some small superficial hills : one is clearly the tooth of a 
lion. We likewise called on a pious widow, named Allison. The 
good old woman seems to have great comfort in having several 
of her children lnbouring in the vineyard of her dear Lord and 
Master. 

10th 5th mo. First-dnv. In the forenoon we were favoured with 
an opportunity of disrharging a debt of Christian love to the portion 
of coloured people assembling in the Wesleyan chapel, and, after 
dining with the Rhenish missionaries, to a large congi-egation of 
white and coloured in their chapel; in which usually many of the 
Dutch assemble with the coloured on First-day afternoons, the mi
nister of the Dutch church holding service only in the forenoon. 
On both of these occasions the congregations were smaller th:in 
usual, in consequence of the prevailing sickness: nevertheless, on •he 
first, about 150 persons were present, and on the second, 500. In 
the evening nearly all the English residing in the town, amounting 
to about sixty, assembled in the Wesleyan chnpel, where, on First
day evenings, E. Edwards usually preaches in their native tongue 
to the few that meet: but on this occasion a special invitation had 
been given; and we were strengthened. to I·-tl • h them on the 
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danger of neglecting the things that belong to salvation, as well u ID 
set before them the mercy 0£ God in Christ, with the language of en
treaty to be reconciled unto God. We had also, afterward, a parting 
opportunity with some of the coloured people. In the labours oi 
this day we ha<l great cause to bless the Lord for his goodness, in 
strengthening us to direct the people to the convictions and guidance 
of his good Spirit, and to testify that it is through attention to this 
blessed Guide that the Father leads unto the Soo, grants lbe forgi,e
ness of sin through faith in Him, and enables men to walk in his com• 
mandments blameless. 

I Ith 5th mo. Notwithstanding the day was humid, we rode with 
Ed1Vard Edwards to Klip Fontein, where he holds a week-day 
service. On the way we spoke to one of the juvenile emigrants: 
like the others we have lately met, he had lost his own language, and 
seemed as if beclouded in intellect: in country situations they are 
made the companions of the agricultural poor, who are gentrally 
Hottentots, unused to anything an Englishman would call comfort, 
nnd living in families, sometimes several together, so that a litLle Hot
tentot has generally his parents and relations to protect and befriend 
him; but these little emigrants are friendless and solitary. Their 
situation is certainly far from what those who promoted their emi
gration intended. It has been remarked, and not without justice, 
that, during their apprenticeship, their situation is, in aome respect,, 
worse than that of slaves; and much like that of the Hottentota before 
the passing of the fiftieth ordinance, but not so good; inasmuch u 
the property a man bad in his slave induced him to take care of him, 
as he would of bis horse for the same reason : and the Hottentot 
always had f1iends of his own race and language; but to the juve
nile emigrant these are often wanting. Klip Fontein is about three 
hours and a half on horseback from Stellenbosch, on the sandy Cape 
Downs, or Flats. A few coloured families are located here on Gt>
vernment land ; on which, having no title, they make but little im
provement, but, nevertheless, by means of their cattle and little 
gardens, they obtain R livelihood. Here the W esleyans have erected 
a little chapel, and cultivate piety in the wilderness. But, o.bout the 
time of the slave emancipation, some piejudiced persons spread 
calumnious reports of the coloured people on the Cape Flats, that 
gained so much credence with the Government, as to induce it to 
deliberate upon expelling them. The W esleyans took up the sub
ject, proved the fallacy of the charges brought against the&e poor 
people, and expostulated against the injustice and cruelty of dri,ing 
them off, some of them having been located here for eighteen 
years with the cognizance of tl1e Government, and being abo a 
security to travellers in passing this weary wilderness of sand-hill! 
and low bushes. After E. Edwards bo.d vaccinated several of the 
children and two young Afrikanders, whom I casually met as they 
~!re see~ing some stray cattle, they, wit·~ ,th fgloured people, 
.1omed us m the chapel ; and we had Ji 9i1l'Szit, Stai' s Usfactory season 
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before the Lord ; in which his judgmenls, as exhibited in the visita
tions of sickness, which had been feelingly mentioned by one of the 
young men, were again alluded to, and pointed out as a means de
signed to lead sinners to seek salvation. Here we parted from our 
friend E. Edwards, from whom, and from whose wife and family, 
we have received much kind attention. Two hours and a half 
more of dreary wet riding brought us to Cape Town, where we 
received several greetings, even in riding along the streets, and be
came lodgers again in the house of Ellen Thwaits; who being herself 
very ill is at present assisted in her family by her valuable mother. 
Thomas Thwaits is in New South Wales, on business, which renders 
the illness of his wife the more trying, especially with their large 
family, who are, however, very attentive. The house they now oc
cupy is almost as near to that of my friend Thomas L. Hodgson as 
those in which we were respectively born were to each other. We 
made him an early call, and received from him two parcels from 
England, and letters from our dear relatives and friends, which Wf're 
-rery comforting at the conclusion of a journey of nineteen months 
through the wilds of Africa. 

After returning to Cape Town, J. Backhouse and G. W. Walker 
prepared a document, entitled, "Remarkll on a few important sub
jects connected with the welfare of the Colony of the Cape of Good 
Hope;" which they apprehended to be their duty to address to the 
Governor of that Colony. Under similar feelings of duty they 
also prepared tracts entitled, " Observations submitted in brotherly 
love to the Missionaries and other Gospel Labourers in South 
Africa;" " A word of Christian Counsel to the White Inhabitants 
of South Africa;" and " A Christian Exhortation to the Coloured 
Inhabitants of South Africa." These they put into circulation 
throughout the Cape Colony and adjacent country; the two latter 
being translated into Dutch by L. Marquard. They also had 
editions of the tract entitled " Salvation by Jesus Christ," trans
lated by two of their missionary friends, printed and circulated 
in the Caffer and Susutu languages; and they distributed a quan
tity of clothing and sehool rewards, sent by some of their English 
friends to a considerable number of Mist:ionary Institutions; and 
appropriated to a variety of objects a sum of money committed 
to their charge, for the promotion of agriculture among the Caffers. 
The establishment of a school in Cape Town for children of the 
poorer class, under the charge of Richard and Mary Jennings, also 
occupied a share of their attention; and, for the accommodation of 
which, they were enabled to purchase premises by the liberality of 
their friends in England. 

On the school-premises they held meetings for worship; which 
were also attended by Richard Jennings and his family and William 
H. Harvey, the latter of whom 

0
undert9i2k,.,t, £-xercise a friendly 

. h h 1 d g,t,zea,.y ~vv A fi . care respecting t e sc oo an 1Ls nuances. ew meetings 
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for worship were also beld by J. ·B. ind G. W .. W. !luring their 
Mjourn in Cape To.wn,,to which more ·public invitation was givm; 
and they likewise· visited l!()me of the colouted· and other congre
gations; and hRd religious interviews with the prisoners in the jails, 
and at the little penal settlement on Robben Island ; and attended , 

. several meetings for the promotion of total abstinence from all 
intDxirating licjuors. • 

Their labours being so far concJoded as to open the way for 
the return of George W. Walker to Van Diemen's Land, whither 
he had long believed it would be right for him to return, with 
a view of settling in that .co~try, he sailed for Hobart Town, 
on bo:ird the " Hamilton Ross,'' a ship of 400 tons burden, 
J. Allan, master, on the 23rd of 9th month, 1840; and, after an 
agreeable voyage of forty-five days, landed there in safety on tbe 
7 th of 11 th month. 

James Backhouse remained· in Cape Town and the vicinity, 
holding a few more meetings, and. completing the circulation of 
the tracts printed in Afrira, and of tracts, books, &c. sent from 
England, until the 9th of 12th month ; when he also took leave 
of the many persons who had shown kindness and Christian 
good-will to himself and his companion ; and, embarking on board 
the schooner " Invoice," William Proudlock, master, sailed for· 
London; where he was favoured to arrive on the 15th of 2nd 
month, 1841 ; after experienring some stormy weather when near the 
end of the voyage, and witnessing a signal deliverance from great 
danger, by a marked overruling of the providence of the Most High. 

In pl\fting one from the other J. B. and G. W. W. had a com
forting evidence that their separation was in the counsel of Him, 
who, they had reason to befieve, appointed their union in their 
long and arduous course of gospel-labour, and who, in its prosecu
tion, blessed, protected, and sustained them : anrl, in its conclusion, 
made them partakers of a large measure of peace; notwith
standing they deeply felt, not only that they were, " unprofitable 
servants, having done only that which it was their dnty to do;" 
but that, in whatever way they had at any time failed in doing 
their duty, it was only through the free and nnmerited mercy of 
their heavenly Father, extended to them threugh his beloved Son, 
that the Spirit witnessed their transgressions to be forgiven, and 
enabled them to praise and magnify the name of the Lord for aU 
his great goodness toward them,and to give Him all the glory of that 
which He had condescended to effect by them for his own name's 
sake. 

••• In consequence of the greater part of the Extracts having bftn printed 
<luring the absence of the writer abroad, numerous inaccuracies in names and 
a few of a different character, hut not ■ff~ting materially the aubject:s treated 
of, are to be found in the work, for which the reader must make due allow. 
anee. 

TIIE END, G~ \\. I 
_____ _.,...,,,.,.. -;e.!w· oog e 

Harwy and Danon, Prlnca-a, Gracc:chw,:h s,...._ .-.II 
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