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JEQE THE BODYSERVANT OF KING TSHAKA 

CHAPTER I. 

Between the Umvoti and Nonoti rivers, with the Madundube 
Hills to the west and the Indian Ocean to the cast, Tshaka 
built his royal Dukuza Kraal. It was here that the Zulu nation 
came together in the presence of its king. While stil l at a great 
distance a traveller would notice that he was approaching the 
royal kraal. I-le would pass on his road large numbers of young 
men foll y armed and ready to do battle with any possible enemy. 

The kraal was built on a lofty hill, a prominent landmark for 
all tl:ie country-side. A great fence surrounded the circle of the 
kraal which was divided into several sections. In the lower 
part were the huts of the indunas and the king's friends, marked 
off by a low boundary fence. To the right, as you made your 
way up the slope, were the huts of the food-carriers, and further 
o·n was the calves' enclosure that supplied the sour milk for the 

King and his women-folk . 

At the top of the kraal, opposite the main entrance, was the 
Is1godlo where the Court ladies and the yo ung girls dwelt . 
Into this section on ly the King's personal servants might enter, 
and then only when in attendance on the Court ladies. No 

common man might dare to approach. 

Facing the calves' enclosure were the huts of the chief diviners 
and the medicine men. All these h11ts had their separate 
entrances facing downwards towards the main gate. There 
was no approach from this gate to th e Isigodlo which had its own 

private entrance. 

The King's dwelling was built in the l sigodlo , surrounded by 
the huts of the women folk . Close by was the hut of the King's 
mother and those of the other \\·ives of the late King. When
ever a ,voman of the King's household gave birth to a girl, the 
mother and child were tended by the King's mother, but if it 
was a boy it was hurried away before the King should sec it . 
Sons wer-~ not wanted in the royal household. They might 
grow up and by winning the affections of the people undermine 

the royal authorit~,. 
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All the Court lad.ies had their ' .... 
and cooked their food . d . O\\ n sci v,ints ,who fetched water 

' an waited upon them h I 
down to batlte in tit" .· . 1 w en t 1ey went 
• ~ 11 ve1, t 1cy spreacl ti ·. h . 

tJlnc for sleep they kind!. l ti fi . , ie11 mats w en it was 
. ' ec 1e ire with the twirling fire-stick 

Firewood was brought in from d' . 
and placed near the t a tstance by the common folk 

en ranee to the women's u . 
wood-carriers sang a spec·a1 I q arte1s. The t song\\' 1en approacl . th. 
to avoid the danger of meet in ' ung JS entrance, 
path, for no common . g one of the Court ladies on the 
lire-wood had been u1;at might look upon them. vVhen the 
and lit the cooking ti.es t o;n/he Court attendants took it in 

specially selected young. Jne o_ c.ma'.edcooked. for the King, but 
. n prepa1e the Km , f I 

cattle were slaughtered the IC , gs_ oot. When 
meat cooked b I ' mg s beast was skmnecl and the 

Y a c 10sen servant. 
The King's children rew · 

"The Child" h _g up with the Queen-mother and 
was t c title of their nol ii' ·11 I - ' 

death Tl d' I J tty ti t 1e day of their 
. 1ey . mec alone and never ,.,1.tl1 ' commoners 

Every day the King spoke with Iii<· ind . . . . 
Before attacking I Id . ·' _unas 011 military affairs. 
they obJ·ectecl tJ1,~eI;:ou discuss the situation in Council. If 

, ~ "mg gave way c · -II ·r . 
opinion of the chief ind JJ ' spccia y ' that were the 
· una. -ie was far fr I· 

t1cally as an absolute I om ru mg autocra-
monarc i especially . f . 

he persisted j n s . t f I ' tn ore1gn affairs. If 
, pt e o t 1e oppo ·t' f h . 

. members of the royal l d st 1011 o t e mdunas, the 
1ouse an other rul · 1 . f: 

summoned to discu th . mg cue s would be 
ss e question exhaustively 

In all the royal household 11 . 
Cl 

. - o one was more res t cl I 
11ef Diviner whose cl .1 t k . pee e t 1an the 

. ' at Y as tt wa•· to pe · h inform the K' ·' er mto t c future and 
mg as to whether his ex d · · 

success or failure It I . . . pc ttrnns would result in 
· was u s duty t 

doers and deliver tl1 f' . . . ' oo, to smell out wrong · 
em 01 execution Th . K' , 

was firmly established h n· . . e mg s government 
f
. on t e ivrner's skd I ti b 

to oresee and avert ti . . . , iat ena led him 
1c commg danger. 

When it see I · ti , D . . met necessary to sacrilice to the ancc ' t l . . 
le JV111er would a Id. I s ra spmts 

"Whereas for th ' c Jess tic people in the following terms-~ 
1s cause the ·rncesti I · · · 

therefore we must tt· ~ ·a sp1nts arc wrathful now 
o er sacrifice th·1t th I . ' 

upon us." And \\·h. . k ' ey mng not disaster 
en sic ncss came t th v· , 

would divirie the cause cf ti . k o e "-lllg s kraal, he 
• · ' 1 1c sic ness The 

p1tt in the charge of the he·1I I cl . matter was then 
, t 1 octor \\'ho attc~ded to sickness 

JEQE THE BODYSERVANT OF TSHAKA 3 

chiefly in the Women's quarters; hut on occasion, al the King's 
· command, he would treat the high officials. But the medicines 
he used were first examined hy the chief diviner. 

Then there was one who by means of charms gained power 
over other tribes ; he possessed medicines to destroy and bewitch 
and other medicines to make the King beloved of his people, 
respected by all and full of courage. It was he who knew with 
'what medicine the army must be sprinkled to avoid defeat and 
insure Yictory. When the King ,vas about to attack a formid
able foe, an aged woman was summoned, whose duty it was to 
doctor the army with medicine from an ancient pot. She first 
doctored the regiment of the same age-group as the King, and 
thereafter the whole army. The medicine had been mixed in a 
great pot and was composed of the heart and liver of a lion and 
tiger, of an elephant and rhi.noceros; to this was added the fat 

of the cunning weasel. 

In olden clays the Zulu kings were wont to have an attendant 
with whom they were on more friendly terms than with their 
other servants and even the women of the royal household . He 
was the King's favourite and called his body-servant. He 
would wash the King's back when he went to bathe. He had 
charge of the young boys and girls who attended the Co~rt ladies, 
both in the Women's apartments and when they went out to 
bathe in the river. He had charge of those who prepared the 
King's food. If trouble arose between the Court ladies, it 
was he who first examined the case. He dressed the King's 
hair and saw to the filling of the King's pipe. In a word , the 
King's body-servant held the place of honour among all the 
royal attendants. He was summoned to the royal presence in 
special terms. " The King calls," cried the Captain of the 
guard : and he would an~,~·er., " I come, Oh Black One," for he 
knew that in these words the King was calling for him. 



C HAl'TER 11. 

The praise songs of T s haka t hat refe r to his capture of he rd 
upon herd of enemy catt le- show that he never rested from his 

attacks upon t he surrou nding tribes who, a fter tl;eir defea t , were 

incorpo rated into the Zulu nat ion . H e honoured brave men 

and presented them with g ifts of cat t le. Our s tory begins with 
one of these exped itions, in which we see the hravery of our 
young hero , Jeqe. 

Jeqe was the so n of Sikunyana, of t he Dute lczi clan . He was 
the King's body-serva n t and owed his pos ition to the brave ry he 

had shown in batt le ll'hen , as a yo un g boy, he ac t cd as bea rer to 

his fat her , Sikunya na. He carried his fat her's s leeping mat and 

pouch and ground mea li es . . There were special attendants to 

ca rry the King's s leep ing mat , his pillow, his pipe, his shield, 
his spears, his calabash fo r wate r and hcer, a nd his stone for 

grinding snuff. The King himself carried a long s taff and when 

the enemy was close at hand he summo ned h is chief induna t o 
marshal I the ranks : then the King post ed th e regiments and 

armed himscl f with spear and shield . The bea rers who carried 
the King's eq uipment we re post ed, if possibl e, o n ris ing ground 

with a good view of th e battle field. Their duty was to watch 
eve ry movement o f the King and to come t o his aid when 

necessa ry. Tn the case o f other Zulu kings, this was not custom
ary, fo r they s tayed a t home and the army was commanded by 

indu nas. Bu t from the very beginn ing of his conquests, T shaka 

commanded the army himsel f, and hi s indunas received their 
ord ers from the King in person . 

Now one day while discussing military affairs, T shaka said to 
his officers, " Our knees are g rowing weak with s lo th . \,Ve n eed 

more cattle. Let us at tack ." One induna repli ed, " Oh , Sire, 

we have but latel y returned from battle and have had no res t. " 

But Tshaka answered, " We have rested iong enough," and the 

other indunas agreed. Messengers were now sent to the most 

powerful chiefs who were ordered to come to th e royal kraal with 
al l th ei r men. 

After six days the approach to Dukuza reso unded with the 

t ramp of m arching men. Th<: royal kraal reeked w ith the sm ell 
~-
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I J 011 the . I I . I . . I · if cattl e ,,·ere s laug itcrel . 
o l meat , as II' 

10 
c ici ls c . · I . ·irm\' to marshal! 

t ·nth Ja y th e King ordered the leadc1 _nf t tc , I ·1 .. I The 
c . · 1 1 he sp·ic1ous can e (I ,ta · 

t he reg im ents for review 
11 

. · ' The)' danced till 
. . d · · g their \\"ar so ngs. . 

warn ors forme up, stngm .
0

•• 

1 
th e pro\\"ess of their 

the dust rose high. w hil e the men p1 "1~ct 

leaders. 1 . faxes " at the far . . . . I *" The axe . the c el'o11re1 o , . . , . 
fh en appc,uec 1 'ti . II his tasse ls Hymg . 

I I I f !!)' armed anl wt 1 ·1 
encl o f t 1e ,raa , u ' · . ·I ·1, the captains 

. . d the you na warno1s \\ u c . 
Wild excitement pos_sesse . I 'oung men into position 
raced hither and thither , beating tie ) . .. , 

I I I I. ·irmy \\"'JS filkd with the lust of b,1t t le. 
ant t ie w 10 c · ' · 1z.· ' bod)' 

, . h cd over the hills, the mg s .-
1\.E the war so ng::. cc 

O 
. .• 'd. The \\"ar mGdt-

1. -·t' 11 at hi s mast e1 s st e . 
se rvant t ook 11s post to ' I d ti , ·11·111)' ,ms doctored for . 

. I b , repa ret an ic ' . 
cme had a lreac Y ecn P l one an d that night 

'T l . imcnts marc hed o u t one 1y . 
battle. 1e I eg I I· . ·ti E"ery wa rn or was 

I f· . from the roya -i a. · 
the army s ept '". .1,1 • Ving was surrounded by a 

· i b his bearer. ie ·" . 
accompam ec Y cl .· ·cl hi s beer lus meat-

cl I hil e atten ants cani e , 
strong bo y-guarc w l . I- .. t ·me! ot her personal belong-

h . a ts a11d \\'Ooden ie,tc I cs ' tray, ts m, ' 

ings. . . I . l)11l' u z·1 the)' crossed the . I I . ft e. cav ing ' " , 
On the th1rc t ay '

1 
t , . • Th e)' found the land 

J . ti . enemy s cou nt, ). cl 
border-Ian rnto · ie · 

1 
I ·1clren the corn an 

I ti women anc c 11 , 
deserted. The catt c , 1e 11 I ast il y ct rried inland by the 

I . ti possessed hat )cen 1, , 11 
everyt ung 1ey . , I . f f th e cou ntry had called up a 
fl eeing inhabitants. I he c11c o . t 11)' regiment. The 

. I 1 led them regunen . 
his warn o rs and mars ia ·d f the two armi es were rn 

. tl c advance gua1 s o 
fo ll owing monung 1 ' a11tlcd h)' the King in 

'7 I . )' w· ts comm, Contact. The ,,u u a, m . , I a1no 11g them 11·as 
· ti rear ·in c , The heare rs were tn ie , ' perso n. 

Jeqe. I . ci fth e so n of Ndaba* battled 
I cl. when t 1e a, my · . 

lt was on t mt ay , f the men o f Tay1 that 
. ti e low th o rn countr) o 

with the enem y 111 1 f Tl1 e advance guard o f the I. t o ·1mc ' ' 
J eqe first fought us way . , . . ' . c r·ics as it ru shed ahead 

· . hou tmg its "a, 
Dl enevu reg11nent was s_ l Nel l dlos some distance behind 

I mv wh ile t 1c on . 
1 to meet t 1e ene . , . h ,, The dust rose h1g 1 as 

cried out ," We w ill soofnllbe ,~f11t. y~l~c spea r flashed and the 
. I tecl over a en oe . . 

warnor ~xu The ·cJUng boys who were serv111g as 
enemy Int the dust. y 

.. a praise nnme of Tshnka. 



G JEQE TJ IE llODY0 EKVAN'I' OF TSl!AJ,A 

bearers were ,1·:1Lchi11 g from a distance. There w:1s " Th e Axe, 
the devourer of axes" thrust ing and parrying, hi s pl1irne8 flying 
in the thick of the fra y. 

Shield drummed against shi el d as victo ry swayed from side to 
side, and no w the enemy were pushing forward do wn the hill
side, and 'fshaka 's army was forced to give way fo r the \\·eight of 
the attack was heavy upon them. Nnw when Jeqe saw that his 
King was in g rea t danger he seize,! his boy's spear and shield 
and shouted, " Look to my equipn1 cnt, I am for the fight! " 

Then he raced to the battle-field swifter than the wind. When 
he arrived upon the scene·, breatlil ess from running, th e warrior 
who had been fighting at the King's side was at that moment 
s lain by an enemy of enormous stature. \Vithout a moment's 
hesitation Jeqe hurl ed himself upon tl1e giant. He parried the 
firs\thrust with his littl e shield , the spear grazing his shoulder. 
Quick as t(10ught, Jeqe dropped on one knee and lunged up
wards. His spea r passed clea n through his opponent's body 
who measured hi s lrngt h upon the ground. ' 

, Jeqe then saw two young warriors swooping do\\'n on Tshaka. 
1 he boy leaped in front of the King and st ab bed one of them to 
the he'.trt; the other, Tshaka transfixed with his huge war spear 
and cncd aloud so th at all might hear," \Vho now can think of 
flight?''. Je~c, who had spoiled his last victim o f his two :-pears, 
was ragmg mth the lust o f battk, but as he s tood in front of 
Tshaka an enemy stabbed him in the thigh. As li e was endea
vouring to wrench his spear out of the boy's leg, ' The Axe, the 
devourer of axes' laid him low. · Jeqe sank exhausted on the 
gro und . 

_Now when the Dl cnevu regiment heard the voice of their 
Kmg, they rallied anti turned upon the foe. The Ndlond los 
rushed to their assistance and together they rushed forward in a 
vic torious charge. Tl1e enemy fel l like chaff before them and 
blood streamed in torrents. 

. The enemy was now in headlong flight and even Tshaka, too 
tired to pursue, was res ting in the shade of a thorn tree. Sudden
ly he cried out to one of his men "go and sec to that wounded 
boy." Jcqe was found and carried to the King. 

"Who is your father?" asked Tshaka. 
" I am the son f s·k f I B I o 1 unyana, o t 1e ute ezi clan," replied 

the boy. 
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" I shall remember yo u," said t he I ing. " \Vash his wounds 

and tend them with healing herbs." 
A ft cr the victory the army made for home. enriched with 

herds of cattle and captured boys and girl s. The King return
ed to the royal kraal at Dukuza , hut Sikunyana remained with 
Jeqe in the country of the Qwabc clan, tending his son's wound. 
After two weeks Jeqe could walk " ·ith a stick, and after a month, 

supported hy his father, li e was able to totter home. . , 
Here they heard that a messenger had come from the Kmg s 

kraal to inquire about the boy's health. The King had been 
informed th;t Jcqc was out of danger hut had not yet returned 

home. 
After a week, another messenge r came to summon Sikunyana 

to the royal kraal. On hi s arri,·a l the K ing asked how his son 
was named. He r :plied," Sire, my son is ca ll ed Jeqe." Then 
Tshaka said," Herc are five heifers and a voung bull. I present 

them to Jeqe." . . " 
All who were present applauded and the Kmg said Take 

these cattle home and tell your son I would have him come to 

me." h" 
So Sikunyana took the cattle and ,vhcn he dro1-c them to 1s 

home the " ·hol e fami ly rushed out to m~e t them . The women 
cr.ied'aloud with joy as they welcomed the cattle. and with a 101'.d 
voice Sikunyana addressed his family: " These cattle," said 
he, " have been presented to J eqe by the King. " . 

As he was still speaking, Jeqe entered the kraal_ by the s1~c 
entrance. He leaped forward with joy and pride and lus 
brothers praised him , say ing "Herc comes the tamer of bulls! 

Jeqe , the lion-hearted!" 
All the women cried aloud with joy and Jeqe's elder brothers, 

for they too were wa rriors , danced aroun~. 1:hen Sikuny~na 
leaped forward, beating his stick upon lus slueld, and cned 

'' Come forward, Jeqe, the lion-hearted!" . 
Jeqe again came dancing forth and all the women cned . 
Five days afterwards Sikunyana gave a feast. When the beer 

was rcadv he sacrificed a red ox and offered up thanks to the 
ancestral ' spirits for having protected from the danger of battle 
himself and all his sons, an d for the favour his youngest son J eqe 

had found in the eyes of the King. 
/\.1 1 the neighbour~ c;ime to join in the fea~t. Sikuny:ina 
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announcct! that· the King hat! sumnwncd Jcqc lo scrvc him in 
the roya l kraal. Thrn lie rold l\ l·ti >c\-··i, 1-1 .,,i<l J , 

1 . " _ ' , ' ' ' <'(j C S Cl[ IC!' 

lll ot lw1s ~() b~ rcady on t he following day to accompany Jcqc to 
_the K,_ng s ~ourt at Dukuza. But Mapc_yana , t he eldest son 
,rnd !'. ell' of S1ku11yana, was fi ll ed \1·ith _jealousy. He was grieved 

to_ thrnk that thr~1~gh hc had fought and suffered in the battle 
with the men ~f 1 ay1, he had received no honou r, whi le a m ere 
lad had been nchly rewarded. 

"No"criedhc "I ·11 " 
' • Wt not go. :'.'o a feud arose and di vided 

t,11e 1_10usehold of Sik~nyana. One p;1rty fo lloll'cd Iviape-
) ana ' anothe r party fol lowed J cqe 'f l1c t - . I 
ti I . . · "o stc c~ armed 

icmse ves with st icks; but Sikunyana called up the ncighb . 
and stop jJed ti . f· '/'I f 11 . ou, s 

. ic iay. ic o c•wcrs oJ Mapeya na left their old 
home and S1ku11_yana was now thc J'atl1cr of l\\'O clan s. 

J eqc was cscdrted hy l1is tlm , l·, rothc1·s ·1··1 fi. . l 
af ·I - ,. 1c 1st n1g1t 
' te1 eavmg home they slept e n t',c banks of the Umrnti ' /'! . 
dav the , t - . i l . . . _ _ - - 1c 
a - _ Y Cl'. e'. cc t 1c I oy,tl_ ld:1a l tk.,·c w;1s not a cloud in the sky; 

gentle b1cczc was blowing o n a fine su mmer 's dav And . 
very trutl I l · -' · 111 
ti , , , ,_ ~ r~ssc~ tn al! thci r bran'ry, these young "·arriors of 
ti:: Butclez1 clan we re ''.ot u:1,\\'orthy of r·hat summer's day as 

y stepped so proudly mto l shaka's rc,yo l l·1·a~I 
TI I · _ . '· ' ' « · 

f 11c, (mg, surrn11,_1d cd hy his capta ins.' \\':t <; sit ti11g al Ill<.! top 
~ t "1c Call ie kraal_. with a g reat pot of hcer in front of him. 1Ie 

h
p.okc o'. wa r, wluJe attenda nts held a shie ld ,i bovc his head to 

s ade hun from I J , c . , l 
sons a ie sun. ·~Uu( cn ly the eldest of Sikunyana's 
of l . PI(p_cared and in clear ringing tones recit ed the praise-song 

11s rng. , 

" ". r1..,xe, the devourer of axcs 
The wi ld son of Ndaba , 

Who ran wild in the g reat kraals 
And when the d I f I . . , 

ay c awn el 11s fame was great. 
Tshaka, the Invincible ! 

The noble son of Menzi, famous from birth 
I, fear to mention the name o f Tshaka: 
1 shaka, L ord of the Matshoba fo lk . 

The great bull bellowed on the hciol~ts of Mt . . 
The · h o onpne111 

nat10ns eard and trembled. . 
The great chief D · 
The h' un1wa, of L uyengwe11i, trem bled. 
B c tef, Mangcengeza of Kali trembled 

ut the women of Mongabi la11gi1cd, . . 
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Laughing in the shade of the um lovu tree. 
' T shaka,' they snee red,' will never rul e this land .' 
But Tsliaka came and conquered a ll the land,
The fiery son of Mjokwanc, 
Who burnt the false wizards of Dlebe. 
Ndaba, Ndaba of the Zulus ! " 

When the praise-song was ended, the you ng \Yarriors st epped 
forth and addressed the King. 

" Noble Lion, we, the sons of Sikunyana , of the Butelezi 
cl an , have been sent by our father to bring our young brother, 
Jeqc, hither, in accordance with your Majesty's command on the 
day you presented him with a gift of cattle. We, thy dogs, 
sa lute thee and say, ' Great be thy power, noble Lion , Lord of 
the mountains.' " 

Tshaka asked where J cqc was, and the boy stepped forth. 
" I am here, S ire ! " 
" It is he indeed," sa id Tshaka. " I saw hi m rush fo rth from 

the company o f the ot her boys and cha rge the enemy. \Ve were 
in deadly peril when he brought us \·ictory. " Then turning to 
J eqc he bade th e boy approach. 

Jcqe drew in hi s "' hes/111 :111d kne lt before the King. T shaka 
sm il ed upon the hoy and said , "Yes, that reminds me o f 
how you knelt upon the battl e- fi eld on the day we fought the 
men of Tayi." 

As the boy was passing out through th e gateway the King 
called him back and gave him a skin blanket a·nd a mat and 
showed him his hut nea r tl;e King's room and next to the 
\Vomen's apartments. Tl1c King then ca ll ed an attendant and 
sai d "/\cquaint the hoy with hi s duties and behaviour in the 
presence of the Court ladies. 

Nozitshcla, t he chief' :1ttcndant , entered Jeqc's hut and said, 
" Son of Sikunyana, I ha\-e come to warn you. Think not that 
good fortune has brought yo u hither. You st and on the thres
hold of the gates of death. To be near t he King , as you are, 
spells deat h . To approach the Court ladies or their hand
m aidens spe ll s death. However tempted yo u may be, keep 
guard over your heart ; othe rwise, you stab yourself with you r 
own SFear. Be not too friendly \\'ith th e lad ies of the royal 
household and let them not invite you into their hut s. All the 

"skin tni l piece 
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young boys and girls about th e place arc spies. Think not too 

much of food . You wi ll sec great quantities of meat. Give, 
but receive not--- if you would avoid death. Milk and beer will 

flow in rivers ; but unless asked tn drink , keep away. A 
commoner eats not with princesses. If they offer you food, do 

not use their spoons. Eat with your hand. Do not cat on their 
mat, but always on you r own. Be careful to cover the food of 
the young princesses . Do not remain in their company. 
Complete the business on which you \\'ere sent and return to 

your hut. If no one remembers to give you food, go and seek it 
in the warriors' quarters. The woman in charge will see to it. 
Always be respectful and when summoned by the Court 
ladies obey at once. But after sunset, even if thcy call you by 

name, hide yourself. They have hand-maidens to spread their 
mats for them and young boys to run errands for them after 
night-fall. Go in and out hy the same gate. Do nut enter or 
leave by the gate uf the young girls. Wh en you take the milk 
from the milker~, hold the vesse l aloft. Always keep your 
hands clean and when you bring food to th e yo ung princesses, 
sec that they have water for washing, fresh water for each one. 
Keep your fl'<'t clean. \Vn sh yo ur body :111d ll'!' it shine with 
fat." 

Jeqe listened with fixed attention to this advice and then said, 
" You have told me ho11· to behave with regard to the princesses 
as to my behaviour to the King himself, you have said nothing." 

"The King, " rep li ed No;,;itshela , ",1·i)I speak for himself. 
He is the Child of H eaven. \\'hen vou become his servant he 
will instruct you in your duti es. J\s- he has gi1·cn you this hut, 
it Would seem that he wishes you to he his body-se rvant . Do 
not sleep over much. ff you hear a sound, howeve r slight, seek 
for the cause. Stoup low in his presen ce and nc,·er cast your 
shadow over him. All that he is likely to need have ready at 
hand, that there rnay be no delay. Always keep you r grass 

~~rch within reach. Air in the sun his skin dresses, his tassels, 
IS plumes and feathers, that the moth destroy them not." 

So Jeqe ,1·as given the hut close to the \Vomcn's apartments 
that !~ad been chosen for him by the King. It 1'.''IS now his duty 

to. b~mg water for washing, to sec tu the preparation of the 
Kings food , and to keep count of the sleeping m:it s and wooden head-rests. 

CHAPTER I I 1. 

d since Jeqe had taken up his new 
Four months had now passe - · · the shadow of 

I' I t night as he was stttmg m 
duties. One moon tg l . . through the entrance to the 
his hut he saw a figure passmg 

women's apartments. . , an " thought Jeqe, but he sat 
" That does not look ltke a worn , h t . t was a 

p ntl ' he was able to see t a I 
stil I and watched.. resc ) 

1 
-k doff the women's 

h fthe fence t tat mar c 
man lying flat on l e top O J t forward and 

. in in the shade, eqe crep 
quar.crs. Keep g 1 . d r Over and over they 

. d 1, 1 prang upon t 1c mtru c . . 
then Sci C Cll Y, S . fl , t Ilu t the mtruder, an 
rolled and wrestled, tn deadly con tch . h'm off at last and 

d er than Jcqe t rew t ' 
older man an strong . . ' k , 1 at to do . Was 

. . . 1 Jc c did not no\\ w 1 
escaped mto the rng it. q db . defeated by the intruder ? 

I I 1 d seen an cen ' 
he to confess t 1at ic ta . h t would be certain 

. c the pums men For al lowing !um to cscap ' 

death. I-le held hi s pea.cc. I festiva l of the First 
And now the day of th e great annua 

Frnit~ was drawing i,igh. l - l ,•' tit which lhc King 
. f ti . "tcret gou1 l I 1 

Thc procunng o . tc. s. N at e la ceremony \\'as the duty of 
performed the prel1m111 a1y yd to the coast to collect the 

. ·s who went own I 
special messenger , \ them was a man of t 1e 

· . I er season. 1 mong 
fnut at t ,e prop T haka b ecause he had been 

'b I had come to serve s I 
Tonga tn e w 

10 
charge of witchcraft. I- e . fl'sowncountryona ' .

1 clnvcn out o 
11 

. 1 1 k aal because he was sa1c to • l 1 · t 1e roya r ' ' 
had been allowec to Itt, fthc medicines of the north country 
have a profound kno1: ccgcfo ,.ti, his herbs. He became 

d I , 1 ves o . many "t 
and had save t ,c t . , doctor and it was his duty to collect 
the messenger of the Kmg s - ·b 

. . l b k roots and va nous her s. . 
med1cma ar , . lk' t these messengers this 

cl h the Kmg was ta mg o 
One ay w en I f I ·s home land There was, 

Tonga began to tel 1 of ~he pcopl c ol u.had t·ef~sed al l offers of 
1. t f I g1r w 10 I Said a very ueau l u , f I . f He had 

tc ' , . f the sons o cue s. , · n those comrng rom · . h 
marnage, eve 1 I I b t had ne1·er seen a girl of sue 

lied Over most of Zu u am u travc 

peerless beauty. . " D > ou dare to say th at a Tonga girl 
But Tf,haka exclaimed, ( y . , I " 

cr111ld surpass our Z11!11 maidens 111 beaut) . 
1 1 
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"Oh, Sire, " he replied, "the radiant beauty of that girl out
shines all precious sto nes. She h;i s a narrow wai st; her figure 
is superb ; the proportions o f h er body ;ire perfect. Her neck 
is slender. She has lovely eyes beneath her dark eyebrows. 
She has but one foul t : she will not choose a love r. Her fame 
lias spread far and wide. S he has had offe rs of marriage from 
wealthy chiefs. but she scorns t hem ;ill. S he proudly boas ts 
that she wi ll marry no one but the man she loves with all her 
heart, whether ri ch or poo r , with 01· without cattle. ' Some 
girls,' she says, 'are lured to enter the household o f rich men • 
with herds of cattle, but to me all that makes no appeal.'" 

Jcqe, as he sa t next the King, was inspired by the words of 
the Tonga stranger. But Tshaka retorted , "You do not know 
our country, nor have you seen our girl s. You spend all your 
time in the woods, looking for herbs ; stripping bark an d digging 
up roots. But wc who kn ow the country and its peop le can tell 
you something about our 7.ulu maidens. No country in the 
world can shm-.· more 10\·cly gi rl s." 

While they we re speaking, J eqe's hea rt was filled with a s trong 
desire . to see this proud and beautiful girl. H e felt he already 
loved her, though he had neve r seen her; but he resolved that 
he would 01i c day meet her face to foc:c. " It is a misfortune " 
thought J cge, " to be the King's body-servant. If I were a free 
man, I would tra,·cl far and wide to lind her; but now l must 
forever remain at the King's side. Oh wcl I ! as they say
' Absence makes the heart grnw fonder ! ' Lucky are they who 
arc free to go where they wish : but \Ye arc no better than slaves." 

Jcqe awa ited his opport unity to speak with the stranger, and 
when it came, ·he went- to his hut to hc:ir the full story of the 
Tonga girl. 

" I must. be mad, " thought JctJe, when he returned to his 
own hut," to fall in love w ith a girl I have never seen ! " 

At this time T shaka was beginning to lose the respect of the 
chiefs and the commo ri peop le. fn spite of hi s gal Ian try and . 
prowess in ,var, the p'coplc were growing tired of the end less 
campaigning. Even the warriors bega n to g rumble. " We 

are old men now," they complained, ";ind :?re not vet married. 
'\Ve know nothing of the-comforts of home life. Our clays arc 
spent on the bleak mountain side ; we sleep in the open and die 
of starrnt ion. Tsh:ika will he the death of us. After eve ry 

f.~~i.·~~~~~~Af'f~'.';:!i'. 
•,''";'i 

I,-
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campaign we return with herds of catt le that cover the hills and 
the dales. 011r bl ood l1 :1s fl o\\'cd iikc water in foreign lands. 
After hardly a day's res t we arc call ed from our homes for re 
newed hostilities." 

And thus the people murmured agai nst him. But of all this 
Tshaka knew nothing, fo r ·no one dared to tel I him . 

* * * * 
To prepare fo r the great festirnl of the First Fruits, the chief 

Medicine Man had come to" doctor" the King. who must first 
perform the preliminary " Nyate la " ce remony. The people 
were crowd ing in from all parts and warriors were busy erect ing 
temporary hut s. 

T he King might not now leave the great hut at the back of the 
kraal in whidi was kept the staff of oAice that had been held by 
hi s father, Senzangakona. Ilcrc " ·ere stored the medicines and 
cha rms of ancient kings, prcsc rve<l in "·ell -scaled pots. Herc 
we re brass and iron rings and hea,·y stone weights with power to 
quel l the King's enemies hy magic. 

Jeqc was now summoned by the King, who said , "Enter 
here: I must be treated with your blood." T his was " the 
secret chamber," which on ly the King, or the King's mother 
might enter, and only when accompan icd by the chief medicine 
man. llerc too was kept the ~acred coi l ; the war tails, the 
p lumes and feather head-dress of t hc King. 

For a whole ,reek the medicine man, the lZing and Jcqe were 
closeted therein, and eve ry day the medicine man . doctored 
them with cuts and incisions. The King ,yas purged by the 
most powc1·ful black and ,id1itc l 11tl'll'z i medicine. At the first 
sign of dawn Nozitshcla was at the door to receive whatever was 
brought out and hand in what was needed. The King was 
cleansed of al 1 evil and the burden laid upon J eqc : he too was 
given strong medicine through incisions made on his chest, so 
that he might prove a pillar of strength to the King. 

A black goat was then brought in and stabbed to the heart. 
fts blood was mixed with the fat o f a lion , a leopard and a python. 
Into this the King clipped and Jcqe licked the pot. The whol e 
body of the King was now anoin ted and rubbed with medicine. 
He was forbid.den to drink beer that had been prepared by 
female hands , hut meat wa~ brought in and th ick milk prepared 
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by Nozitshela himself. A gourd o f fres h. water wa g always close 
at h :rnd . 

Every morning at dawn the King , facing the cast , " spirtcd " 
at his foes through a hollow recd , and at sundown, facing the 
west, he agai n defied his enem ies. The goat from which the 

blood h:id been taken was not eaten. The chief attendant 

kindled a great fire near the entrance of the hut ·and the fl esh of 

the goat was put in the fl ames and . reduced t o ashes. During 

all this time the women-folk were no t permit ted to sit or cat in 

the courtyard . They h ad to remain in their huts except when 
they went down to bathe in the river. 

lVIeanwhilc, one of the regiments had been hunting leopards ; 
others had go ne to the sea-shore to look for . the fruit of the 

sacred gourd that the King would use in the coming ceremony. 

Inside the cattle-fold were kept two black bulls with pointed 
horns, lately weaned but unmated. \Vhcn the time came, they 

would be caught by unarmed warriors and p ounded to death 
with thei r bare fists. The beasts were then skinn ed and the 

meat hung up on the kraal fences, but not ea ten till doctored by 
the King's medicine man . 

On the day before the great festiva l o f the Firs t Fruits , the 
King came out from the secret chamber, preced ed by the chief 
docto r carrying a pot of lntele:.::i medicine with which he sprinkled 

the ground on the way to the river. J eqc followed the King, 
carrying other m ed icines to be poured into the river in which 

the Ki ng would bath::. There in the river-bed from sunset till 
midnight, when all the w orld slept , the King and the Doctor 

danced their m agic d ance. This rite duly perform ed, they 

retu rned to the royal kraal. lVIore lntele:.::i medicine was 
sp rin kled on the door of the King's hut which he now entered 

for the first time after the period spent in the Secret Chamber of 
the ancestral spirits. 

On the following morning , long before i;unrise all was astir in 
the huts of the warriors. They sang the praise-songs of their 

chiefs and smoked the h emp en reed. Backwa rds and fonvards 

in the catt le-kraal marched th e Court-praiser, chanting the royal 

praise-songs. At su nrise the warriors went to bathe in the river , 
while numbers of boys a nd girl s broug ht in their foo d . The 

\\'hole countryside was black wit h people , and the food was 

ready by mid-day, when th e m en returned from bathing. 

1• 
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r I l' ' g The young 1\nd n1JIV it was t ime to dress ,o r ti c _,..in . . ' a e-
warrio rs tied ox- tails on their arms and legs. The l~mg s g 

1 1 . , 1 ' ·ith the 111 urn cs of the sahabul, bird . Eac \ group was at 01 net 1 . I d . 
~va rrio r had hi s dis tin c ti ve fin e ry, made _by lus own ian Is, :1 

. I I fo r head or neck. lt was m trnth a braves 10\\ . cro wn 01 gar ant , . . 

Each r~gimcnt was then marshalled separately' shout mg its 

I , , . · nent armed to the teeth. owit war-cry. And w 1en e1c1y reg 11 , ' . . 
was in positio n they sang their war-songs, while the ca~tams, 

. l ti . gh the ranks endeavou ring to streaming with s \\'eat , racec H OU . . 

redu ce t<> ord e r the unrul y companies of cx~tted ,rnrnors. . 
J\t th e back of the kraal , dressed in all lu s ~ne ry, stood ! eqc. 

I le had set the pot on th e fire in wh ich th e Kmg was to bot! the 

fruit of the sac red gourd. . . . 
The chief doctor had ground his m ost potent m edtcmcs m~~ 

I. . 1 . The nesh of th e skinn ed leopard and the black 
111e po\\t Cl · . , · <\ the side nea r 
hull s lain the dav be fore, was r ut into stnps. ' t .. 

t he ~-1 1t rance t o tl~c calves' kraal a huge fire had ~een kmdle_d, o1~ 
w hich the mea t was to he roasted . Defore roasttng, tl_1e stnps ~ 
meat we re sp rin kled " ·ith dry kraal m anure and various medi-

cines. · I 
Wh en th e [mil of' th e.: gourd had boiled for .~omc t111_1 c, t l ~ 

l( ing pierced it with hi s spea r to m:ikc s ure that tt had been dul~ 
so ft en ed . The fruit \\' aS then taken o ff th e. fire, sprinkled \I' l l\ 

medicine cut into small pieces and mixed \\·tth the meat. k I 
' I t -ch into the ca ttl e- ·raa. And now the regiments icgan o ma1 . 

f t i rem on)· the capta111s T . sure the due performance o ie ce ' . 
o en . b t . n the reg11nents as we re care ful to m easure the distance e \I ee 

I ' I d . 1 fu r 'if one reg iment clashed with another at th e t iey mare 1c 11 , · I I . 
ra t e, a fight would folio\\·, co nfusion woul_<l prc,·~il , ant . tie 

~<.ing himselhrnuld be powe rl ess to separate th e warr~ng fact10ns . 

Troop by troop th ey ent e r ; the dust risc_s high. "l! p ant'. 
clown, from side to side paces the Court-prat~er , chantmg the 

rrrcat deeds o f th e kings of by-gone days. fhen thck Colurt 
" 1- I t th e back o f the raa to ladi es assembled, stam mg a one a . · .. 
watch the spectacle, their bodies gleaming benea th their g!tttc1-

ing bead-work. I f · , , 
. f ti . King \\" IS greeted hy a c ca emng Cf) The appearance o 1e '· I I 
I I l t "Bavede' Bayede !" rang out from a t 10usam 

as t 1c roya sa u e , · h f 11 I f his 
I t Of the King's p erso n , hidden by t e u gory o 

t iroa s . . 11 ·1 , War-fails plumes and rova l apparel, nothmg CO\t < ie seen. ' 
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fea thers of bright-coloured birds hung f . 1 1 Of l . f I o rn ie:1 ( and shoulders 
us ace , only two gleaming eyes were visibl e I' I f I . 

g 
J b. l · · umcs o t 1e 

reen oury ire were fa stened in his hnir D . d . I k. h _ " · tape !fl a eopard 
s Ill, e wore a beslw , m ade from the sh11 of ti I , F · J · ' 1c 10ney-catcr 

m m u s elbows and knees flut tered wl .t . ·1 . d h . h . II c ox-t:i1 s. As he 
p~ce it ~r and _thi ther, graspinr his shie ld and brandishin 
!us spear, his warn ors cried aloud " y·- I I y·- . '' . g 
of H eaven ! " ' 

1
-

11 11 
• 1.~

11 111 I he child 

The chief doctor then took the fi rs t of ti t . f 
gave it to the Kin to eat , ·. ie s n ps o m eat and 
to be caught . ti g ,· fhc other s.tnps were thmwn al oft 

' Ill 1e mou t 1s o f lea · .. · . 
into the meat and. l . - . ' pmg "a1 no1 s. Each man hit 

. ' - p :issct It on· 1fit fe ll t o tl d · 
picked up. Behind th - 1 ·• · 

1
e groun 1t was not 

anything he m· It e_ c octo1 s tood J eqe, ready to hand him 
ig 1 require Tl 

chewed and spat out . . lC meat w:is not swallowed , but 

When the King had fi 1 . I d . 
the kraal where tl , . Hsl lei cat111g li e re turn ed to the back of 

' 1C I oya t 1ro nc " ·;i e l I l 
with the skins of le . ·d ' ." P acet · t was dr:ipcd 
the sun shone his attopad1 ' chee tah, li on and tige r-ca t. \Vhcn 

en an ts shaded J · · J 1 . . 
he might not suffer f . . um wit I t 1e1r s h1elcls that 

rnm its rays J cqc ~ d • 
at the right of ti I '. . · · ,.quattc on the gro und 

ie \..lllg, whil e the , · · .· . I 
dance and sang their . ' ai I LOI S l :m eed the hunting 

Tl J • p ra ises as t he dust rose high 
1cn t le King arose and sum . 

army who thus acid d · I · rnonccl the Comm ander of the 

I 
rcsse ' 1e people . " 'fl 1' . . 

t lat he has eaten of ti f . f . 1c -s. rn g p roclaims 
le n u t o the gou cl d II I now enjoy the f . t f r an a tic peopl e may 

I 
" . rUJ s o the season " A . I . . a oud Yzz

11
lu t y · 

1 1 
• gam t 1c peopl e cned 

' . zzu u - the C hi! l f LI sunset . The I{ " cl. t O r. eaven I " and danced till 
mg an Cou rt I r 

quarters and the . . ac ics now returned lo their 
. ceremony w·,::; co1 I t A 

warnors feas ted on l I , 11p c c. II th at n igl1t the 

h 
s aug it ered cat tl I I t ey dispcrned to tl . . I , c, anc ,,· 1en the dawn came 

. - lei! 1omcs Bt t ,J ·1 , 
warriors had littl e o . . I '' 11 c f shab reig ned his 
b I 

pportumty fo r re1 · ·· ' 
att c was never Io cl I 11am mg at home the call to 

ng cayccl. ' 

CHAPTER IV. 

A few clays aft er the great annual fe?tiva\, J eqe caught a young 
man who had ent ered the W omen's quarters by night. As he 
was leaving the King's hut, about to retire t o rest, he saw a man 
passing through the side entran ce t o the \Vomcn's quarters . 
Remembering how th e other intruder had escaped him, he ran 
into hi s hut t o get hi s knobkerri c, and then crept back. But the 
intruder saw him and rushed back to the entrance gat e. Here 
the t wo men met. As the intruder was endeavouring to rush 
pas t him, Jeqc struck with all his might an rl struck him on the 

.knee. [le fell d own . Jeqe call ed for help and the young man 
was caught and bound . N ext morning he was brought before 
th e King. Uc proved t o be one of the attendants. J eqe was 

ordered to execute him . 
Now Jeqc !tad a wa rrior's heart: he took delight in battle; but 

to kill a man in cold blood was unbearable. That clay he would 
have given his soul never to have entered the King's kraal. But 
to him the wo rd of his King was law . However difficult it 
might he, he had to obey. So Jeqc led out the condemned man. 
Moreover, he was an intimate fri end, and the poor fellow kept 
beseecl~ing him , " Oh child of Sikunyana , let us disappear 
behind that ridge. Release me there and I shall never be seen 

again ." 
J cqe's heart was lilied with pity. What was he to do? He 

thought o f the vengeance of T shaka when he should hear of his 
disobedience. Then he felt that death was a small thing 
compared to killing a fri ei1<l in cold blood . And yet he was the 
King's bocly-serYant ! T o disobey was surely wrong. And 
now they were close to the donga that was white with the bones 

o f slaughtered men. 
The poor wretch cried out, " Must I really be killed by you , 

m y old friend ! " and burst into tears . Then Jeqe's warrior 

heart was fill ed with compassion and he too wept. For some 
time they sat there in silence. Then the condemned man said, 
" N c.vc_r mind , Jcqe. Obey the King's command. I see now 
that I must die. My passions bewitched me. What carried me 

away I know _ not ," 
17 
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Jcqc s tood uµ and struck him on t·li c lind . . . 
the nape of the nccl·- a11 (! . 11 ' ' .1 nothcr hlow on 

' ,I was ove r J [ . I· · l .1 , the heap of bones. l lig l1 . t I . I c ,Hl t ic hody o n 
Ill tc 1c·1vcns ' J I . 

watching for thei r [Jrey J . 'd . .' ' ic vu turcs hovered, 
· cqc tu1nc lus b·icl· J 

fu l scene and hurried back I J ' 'upon t 1e <lread-
1 ' e cou ld not cat that d rc.r· 
1eart was too heavy with g rie f. ay. ·u s 

Earl y one morning T s haka loo l·cll J I 
" y J ' ' iarL at J et[C a d · I ou rnve been ly ing idl e t I , n sail' 
G 

oo ong . your h1 . ·11 
o over to th , . · , ' ' · ' ccs W t weaken 

c ,, a t n ors ti uarters ·111 d ·I . 
fellows; march them into t i . C'· I . ,' c loose tw enty stou t 

le ,1 \ cs I· r~·1 l I report." · ' '" ant comC' hack and 

Jeqc obeyed ·I . J · 

t i 
'. c H,sc us IlH.: n a11 d returned to te ll ' J' 

1e men were m the kraal. shaka that 

" [ ha ve heard " ~··11·c·l '1' ·I k " ' '" s ia .. , ti . ·I 
the country of th e J\ I . I ' ' wt t H: rc are in .1ny ca ttl e ip 
l·r Jatem >u Go WLll ti 
I t twent v fat oxe n ti . .. l . l iese yo ung men ;1nd 

• ' l ,H ma,· sec ti t Jee · · ia yo u a re men I " 
IC was dumbfounded' for he J . . • 

llut when T shaka s11 ol·. I . . 1.1d no lm·c o f catt le-stea li11g. 
s J ,e, tc spoke ·111d I I , . 
• 0 eqt: Went b·1ck t I. . ' te1c Wat: 11 () ot lil' r w·1y 
I ' 0 us men and s·1id " 'f'I I ·· · · · 

t lat we seize twcnt , I . [ ' ' · ic -..rng's orders arc 
) 1c,1c of cattk · ti 1 ' · 

111:Jtlt:r liow WC get , 1 . 1' Ill l C (' l llh 11 country II () 
W I 1c111 . rcp·1rc 111· .· . 1· ' 

c. ca,·c the da)' ·1ft. . . . o11s1011 s ·or the journ c)' 
• C l to -1norrow " · · 

. J cqc asked an old da111 c to s u . . . 
it was roasted groun I I . ppl_v '11111 with kafir- co r 11 . when 
J l · · I ' t <l il t coo kcd li e t . . . I . ' 

c s 1arpencd 1t,·s ti ·. pu i t Lil HS goa t-sk in s· i•· I· 
u cc spears ~ . · · ~ '· 

slung them over h1·s s /1 I J • ' f. lit tl1en1 111 a grass ha" ·111t l 
I · d · ou c er · t I · f • ,-. ' ' 

11 , ~ slucld and all was read/ ten ic s t ra1ghtened o ut. his ox-

1 he th)' c· 1. · 
• . ' ,1 n 1 c or th . . . I . . 

l\.111g's It cii t ep.1rturc 
. ut , sa luted and s·1id "s· ' 

accordi ng to y . · · , , 1rc, I 
" . our instru ctions " 

J Te stood in front of the 
a111 now i····1tl1· t l " . o L epart, 

Whe1·e ·1 1·c ti· · • 1c 1ncn " . I·, . 
pany vou ~" '• ,Is ,ed t hc King " 1 ,1 .. 
",: · · 'w ,1 1c to acco m-

1 hey arc in ti 
" 1 le cat tl e-kr'l'l f " . 1. ,ct them wait " 'cl ' ' ' ' ep Led J ei1c . 

the ro I . ' sa , the K ing "I .· · . 
ac ,ind yo u wi ll t . . . \\Li l gwe vou food J; • 

Hc a1·c , s a1 t to -mo1To11·." . ot 
I g J eqe a hhck I 

s aughtcrcd Th ' an( white calf wl · ·I 
'J'I · e m eat the)' wo 1 1 k . li e 

1 \\·as forthwith 
ie next u t tn ·c With ti . . f · morning f t:q 1cm Oil the road 

S,IH he " ' . e went II p tn t I . 1-. ' ' . 
• \\c arc rcadv to J IC \111g s hut ",c1·rc," 

J l cpa rt. " · '' 
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"Away with you, J cqe of the lion-heart!" replied the King. 

" I know you will not return cmpty-hanclccl." 

Jeqe saluted, gathered up h is weapons and prov1s10ns and 

departed . H e call ed together his m en and away t hey went . 

They t ravell ed qui c:kly an d spent the first night nt Jeqe's home. 

He met his father at the entrance gate and whispered in his ear, 

" Oh, 1''1ther, I can ' t tell you what has happened to me. I kill 

men 110w , and to-clay I have b ee n ordered to take charge o f these 

warriors and seize twenty head o f cat tle from the Tembu 

C {)IJ-Jl try." 
Iris father was grieved, for he did not think a body-servant 

should be sent on such an expedition. 
Jcqc could not help whi spering to his mother the reason o f his 

comi1ig, and she said, " My child , why not fl ee t o Pondoland, or 

Sw1ziland, s ince you have no love for this killing o f m en and 

stealing of cattle?" 
Ilut Jcqc answered, "Oh m other, I love my country and I 

love my King . On my way he re from the royal kraal, when I 
saw the hill s and valleys and rivers o f the land where I w as born, 
when T saw the fi elds I roamed ove r as a he rd-boy, there arose in 

my heart an overpowering love and I fcl t I would rather be a 
killer o f men than a s tranger in a strange land, servi ng a foreign 

chief. Even though our King loves to sec the reel blood fl ow, I 
am overcome with admiration for hi s peerl ess courage on the 

battle-ficlt!. I shall endure with patience till the day comes on 

w hich the sp irits of my ancestors call me t o their home." 

" You must not stay here t oo long, " hi s fath er warned him, 

" or enemies will accuse you of neglecting your duty. Here is a 

young wcthcr. Kill a nd cat it, an d depart to-morrow." 

They ate th e meat that night and the following morning 

start ed off on the road for the Tembu . country . They crossed 

the Tugcla an<l passed the night beneath the heights of Qudeni . 
Next day in a thick mist · they came upon a great herd o f cattle 

that belonged to a number of kraals in the vicinity. 

" There they are ! " shouted J cqc. " Choose the fattest 

o nes ! " 
They chose twenty-two-the two extra o nes they would ·eat 

on the road. The mist helped them greatl y. They h ad gone 
a considerable distance along t he homeward road be fore it lift ed 

:mcl by that timt they wcrC' hidden by thick bush. /\t mid -day 
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they crossed t h<.: Tugcla and r<.:s t ·d . . .. , <.: 011 tl s south e rn hank Jl 
,m ay to the n o r t h , w hen !h t: 1101,r f . ·11,· . ut 
b I 

01 n it , 111g ca m e th e J ·d 
oys saw t tat a nu mbe r of catt le ,1·.. . . ' 1c1 -er e m rss mg 'f'J , f I I 

t he spoor an d cou ld sec th at t h<.:y h ad b . 1-··. . lC) . o owed 

l d 
. ' <.:e n l 11v<.:n aw'I)' Tl . 

ran 1om c an raised the a larm T hir . . '. . . icy 
a rms and fo llowed 

1 
he . · , , ty young m en seized their 

, spoo1. I hat a ft e rn oo n . t ti , " 1 
w h en m en look th eir best " t.l ' I I . a 1e wur 

I 
1c, cou c sec in t h e d' ·t 

eatt c ascending a steep 1 .11 1-.1 
1s ance some 

· ll · icy made en · · · 
bouring village an d we re told t h·1t . . qu m cs 111 a n e ig h-
been seen driving cat tl . t . I ' a s mall company o f m en h ad 

' e o t 1e south T he)· I 1 1 wa rd without vis it in cr t h , J . . I I · · lat 1as t c11 cd on-
, . "' e o aa s a o ng the road . 
I'hat night t he yo u ng m en sic t . . f ··. . 

wedd ing JJarty I I . . P Ill ,I u endl y vd fa~t:. A 
ta( JllSl ,l rn l'ctl Tl . . . ,. 

hear ts' content a nd I . t ,. ·I . _ 1cy .1te and drank to t heir 
A s ep ''1t l we ll -Idl ed s tom achs. 

s soon as J eqc an d his men had asc I . . . 
had been seen (;v t i . . . Cll ( ed th e htll w l1 <.: re t hey 

J 1e11 purs ue rs the · · 
on the veld t S I ' su n se t and t hey encamped 

· ' ome s cpt ; ot hers h ·pt , i I 
gave them co ns iderab le tro u ble f ~ ·. 1, u.1n o n t I<.: cattk tha t 
Fortunately it was ·1 1 · ' . o1 t h ey w:1 11 ted lo t urn back 

I 
' • • • moon ight IHg ht t i . . 

iave s tr:iyed A · • 0 lc iwts<.: th e cattl e would 
c I . . s son n as t·he mo rning ~t· . I I . 
,o rt 1 with his J)a rt ·1··1 . . ,11 iat n s<.: 11 J e<1e se t 

' y. icy did not I· I ' 
f ,ursued , but they suspected that t i '.nm,: t ia t th ey were being 
I hey made a ll possible s eed le _c,it tl e \\·ould be foll wcd up . 
troubl e a rose. I !rop ing to r eaeh home be fo re 

The pursu · . ing pa rty rose earh·. T l . .. . . 
and ,vere off. That cl · I . 1<.:y d 1 .111k two po ts o f bee r 
·cl I ay t ie re was no Ill. t \ \' I 

( t lC top of the h ill t i . is . 1en t hey reach-
ti . icy saw the C"lt tl f I 

1e1r own country t h . J· . ' e ar )clow. Rein g in 
top f I ' ey , 11 e11• o f a short t I . 

o tie ridge and b ro u li t I , . c~1 w li c it ran a lo ng th e 
Vl/h~n the Zulus ascen de(t t hel iem '.>ut m fro n t of tlie catt le. 
parties m et Tl far s ide of t ir e n ll ey ti 
w · l e pursuers now er · ·d ,· 1c two 

~ would spt:ak with " JC ou t to t he 7-ulus, " H alt! 
cned o t "s· you . As th ey ap . I f 

" u ' , p eak from t lr e re ·1 ' pi oac le(' J eqc 's m en 
vVherc a re you d .· , · , nd co m e no n ea re r! " 

suers. i n m g our cat tle?" dema11d ed t he pu r-
" \Ve nre cit' · 

ba k . ivm g t hem home " . . 
c if you can " ' ans " creel lc lJe " ' [' . h Th · · · Ulll t em 

e young m en f 
But J o rmed a line and t · d 
. eqe cried out " Ext I ' n e tu su r ro und t he Zulus 
tng us!" ' ,, enc' :r nd p rc,·l·n t t h , f · . l Ill I o m surround -
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The t all young leader of th e pursuing party, support ed h v 

~ome others, tried to turn t he catt le h ack . Th at end ed the 

palave r . In a m om ent both s ides rush ed at 0 11 <.: an o ther. A rm ed 

w it h spear and shie ld , t he c lash \\'as te rrific . ,\ g reat joy arose 

in Jeqe's h eart as h e faced his enem y. 

"My fa ther 's spear has laid him loY, ," he cried , as his 

oppon <.: nt c rashed to the g round in a pool o f blood. 

As if cnclm l'ed w ith wings, J eqe fl c\\' t o w he rever the battle 

raged most fi e rcel y . Ancl now two s t rong m en bore do\\·n 

upon him . The spear o f on e of t h em p ierecd hi s shie ld and 

g ra:r,ed his arm . The o ther h11r lcd hi s spea r hut J eqe parried . 

His shield was now red ,vith bl ood from the \\'OUnd in hi s a rm. 

The firs t m an no\\' st ru ck aga in , hu t our he ro t ook t he blow upo n 

hi s shie ld. Bu t now Mtwa:r, i, one of J cgc's men , rw,hed t o th e 

rescue and drove his spea r ri g h t th ro u~h hi s oppo nent 's bod y. 

" That 's one for m e ! " c ried Mt, rnzi , in trium p h . 

J eq <.: s tru ck again an d th e yo ung m an h re:1t h cd h is last. 

In ano ther part o f th <.: h :1 ttl e a young N dwan d\\·e warrio r had 

fall en , on e o f J eq e's m en . The Zulus had no\\' lost one m an and 

th <.: ir oppon <.:nts two. The p1ll'!> 11 <.: rs far o utnumbered t he r :1 id 

ing p arty, but in trainin g and ex perien ce they could no t h e 

compared with those who sp ent their li \'eS in th e seething turmoil 

of w nr. And so all their effor ts to surrou n d the Zulus \\'e re 

fo il ed. Jcqe, hm ,·e1·er , was ex haw,ted from loss of blood , and 

tor tured by thirst. l Jc had w ale r in t he calabash at hi s b aek but 

had n ever a ch ance to drink . D ete rmined to make ano th er 

e ffor t, J t:qe cri ed o u t, " H ow w ill ' The axe, t he D eY011re r of 
Axes ' g ree t us if we rctu rn e111 ptv-h :111dcd ? " 

F resh s trength n ow llow <.:d th rou gh Jcge's ve in s. His m en 

ru sh ed forward and dro ve th e en emy back . A n oppo n ent 

J ro pped dead . J eqe was in t h <.: miJ s t of th e enemy, s triking 

right and left. At last th ey gave ,my and fl ed in p anic d o,Yn the 

hill. The Zulus sank to the ground exhausted but vic to ry ,ms 
their., . They cut som e mimosa b ra nches, peeled the bark and 

bound the wounds o f J eq e and two others. They coll ect ed the 

cattl e and push ed on . They left behind on the battle-fie ld the 

brave ~ oung so n o f Sokulu , a ft er laying him to rest on a b ed o f 

grass . Be fo re t he sun set they h ad travell ed fa r. 
Mean whil e a\l'ay b nck in th e h om elaud o f t h e pursuiug party 

a large nmnber of older m en had arm ed and \\'e re following 011 
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tl•te _trail. They met tlu:ir_ you nger comrades in the village 
"he1c they had passed the night ·1ftcr tJ,c battle· s . · · · . , ome were so 
cl1sablecl by wounds that they could only wa lk with assistance. 
They_ told the story of the battle. When the second party left 
tl:e village they exclaimed, " We are foll owing the thieves and 
will avenge our f~ll cn comrade<;." But when they came to the 
scene of the conflict they found three of their friends lving dead 
and no ~ign of the Zulus. So they picked up the dc;d bod/es 
and earned them home for burial. 

All _through the night J eqc's men could not s lce'p for the pain 
of thetr wounds. Next morning they were back in their home

~~nt~ among ~l:e kraals of the Butclezi. H erc they told the story 
s . le cxped_1t1on. H ow that they had been sent by the King to 
, lc1ze cattle m the Qudcni country, and had fou ght and beaten 
t 1c enemy and were · ff f 

1 now st1 rom wounds. They let the 
catt : run, but they too were exhausted with fatigue and after 
grazing for a short time lay clown and slept. ' 

_Thhe head-man of the kraal wondered what the King would do 
wit more cattle , h , h l cl 
lives of his ' v en c ia so many, and why he risked the 

own men to capture the cattl e of others. 
Herc they bathed cl b 1 . 

food, and slept. Th/n a alll a~cd the ir wounds, were given 
All that day tl . dy sked fo 1 herd -boys to watch the catt le. 

1ey testc for they were . I . l 
and feared not] : T, I · · now ill t 1cu- 1ome country 

i . ng. 1c nex t clay 1· I 
J\Itwazi and slept ti . N · · lcy came to the vill age of 

. 1c1 e. l ext morn· th . l 
wluch brought th 

I 
mg ey too;: a short cut 

e1n to t ie l\tladuncl l I · 11 
day they arri,·ct! w·tl t i . 11 

)C 11 s and the fo ll owing 
As J ' i IC catt le at the ro_p l Dukuza kraal 

cqc was decla iming the r . I . . . 
appeared and cxa ·1 l oya p1 a1se-songs, the King 

· min ce t 1c catt le Th . . . . 
two had been left b h ' cl . c1c " ·c1c JUSt twenty, for 

e 111 on the road H - ti · 
men and saw their wounds. T . . . e icn inspec ted the 
oxen were killed and f . o each man he gave a calf. J:\vo 

f h a eas t was prc1n red Al I I 0 t e expedition w . . ' · t 1c adventures 
cie aga111 narrat ed 

A few days f J · 
Q . a ter cqe had retur ·cl f. 

uden1, five men cam f ~c mm the expediti on to 
sat · e ram Nonot1 to th I J 

Ill council with the K' . e roya <raal. They 
present. mg in the cattl e fold and J eqe was 

" \Ve have ~o ,. ,, 
Th Ki , me, Sire, said thev " . . 

e ng s subjects ha ' b . ' to , cport a senous matter. 
' \e een destroyed in our vill age, be 

JEQE '!'!IE IlOOYSEHV/\NT OF TSHAKA 23 

witched hy Mbali, the :;011 or N tulo , or tin: Mkw:rnazi clan . All 

our doctors have smcl t him out." 
I 

The King rep lied, " Return to your homes. f wi ll deal with 

him ." 
\Vhcn they had gone, the King said to Jcqe, "Go to the 

soldiers' quarters. Pick out fifteen m en an d go and kill Mbali . 
Destroy c\·cry living thing. Spare neither women nor children. 
Set t he huts on fire. · Seize the cattle :rnd bring them back to 

1ne." 
So Jeqc 1\'ent to get the men an<l reported \1·ith them to the 

King. " You will rise early to-mo rro11·," he command ed. "At 
nightfa ll surround hi s kraal , without a wh ispe r from your men . 
At daw n close in upon the homcste;id .' ' . 

Tl1c King 's commands were obeyed. Jcqe and hi s men rose 
ea rl y and went to Nonoti . At sunset they cnmc to the Yillage of 
J\1agqumcni, one o f the men who had brought the charge against 
Mbali , ahd sat there drinking ti ll it was quit e dark and time to 
unroll the r. lecping mats. Then they quietl y made their way to 
the kraal of Mbali and took position just abo\·c the huts. They 
were close enough to hear the peopl e talking in side. The dogs 
slll clt thern and began to hark, so it was ncees:-ary lo shift their 
position from the windward side . Befo re cock.crm,· Jeqc ro used 

hi s men and sent them in . 

They rushed into the huts an d sta bbed the inmates, as leep on 
t heir mats. You could hea r them crying out , "Oh Mayr
Jinho , child o f my Father- I die upon lllY mat ! " 

Jeqc was not inside the kraa l , bnt still o n guard 011 the high 
grou nd ahm·c it. lfe could not hea r to kil l a man asleep on the 
gro und . As he stood there 1rniting for the slaughter to end , one 
of Mh:1li's wil'cs, accompani ed hy a young son and a full -grown 
dau ghter, and carry ing an infant on her hack, \Yhil c attempting 

to escape, ran straight up to him . 
"Oh soldier of the King," they cried," Oh spare our lives !" 
Jcqc's heart was fill ed 1Yith compassion and he all m,·ecl th e 

helpless fugitives to pass. Close by , Jcqc sa\\· a yo ung girl lying 
dead in t he littl e yard of one of the huts. H e ran up and plunged 
his spear in:o her body, that no one should say he had taken no 

part in th,; killing. 
When the slaughter cca :;ed, Jeqc told hi s men to drag all the 

bodies in to t he h11ts ;md sC'f' l hem on fire. I k told off two men 
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to tal~c tl '.c c;1ttl c :llld goat s ."111 " r I Ii <" ca ttle -fold. When the 
su n ,1 as l11gli they came to a n ,·c'l' where they lntliccl ~,·1cl , , I l 
f · J • l 1 · . ' " 1 as 1cc 
tom t 1c1~ )OC ies t he Sla ms of tlicir dreadrul work. 

I 
They kmdled a lire with llrc··$ ti cks, ki ll ed two goats roast ·d 

t 1c meat and feasted 'J'l · ' • c . . iat c1·t·n1 nr- the)' were b·1cl- ~t ti I k I · J • ,, • , " 1 c ro ya 
raa wrt l sixty head of cattle and tw,·h-c goats J . 

forward d · d I . - ' • · cqc went 
an recite t le K11w's {)raises but ·1··,1 . I., I'd 

Ou t t · 
1 

° , s 1a , ,L c t not come 
o view t 1e catt le H · 

b 
. . e sent an induna to say that the cattle 

were to e sent off t . . , 
J a o1~ cc to a nu!ttary kraal and thi s was done. 

the :~e ;;'~ stood ou~stdc the '.·oya l hu t an d gave an a~count of 
p 1t10n, to WlHch the Krng repl ied " W ' II I . 

troub] f. 1 , c uvc no more 
e i om t 1at old hl ackguard." 

C II J\l''l'El{ \,. 

Now t he common pcoplc and some indunas bega n to bring 
their complaints to Dinganc, the King's brother, and told him 
how their children had died in battle. 

At that time the younger regiments were not in the country, 
fo r they had gone up north to attack King Soshangane. Others 
had fl ed the country and were sen ·ing the chiefs of foreign 

tribes. 
"We are tired of Tshaka," they cried . "He sheds our blood 

in endless warfare in distant lands. Dingane now summoned 
his brother, Mhlangana, and the King's se rvant , Mbopa, and 
some other nobles who were disgusted ,Yith the goYernment of 
Tshaka. They determined to send a messenger to the royal 
kraal who was to win J cqc over to their side an<l persuade him 
to put poison in the King's food . This messenger, who 
happened to be a fri end of ] eqe, went to Duku:r,a and soon found 
an opportunity to speak with J cqc alone. 

" Ilutclczi," said he, " you know there is a conspiracy among 
the Zulu people to slay T shaka and put Dingane on the throne 
in his stea d , that the peop le :it last may have rest from war." 

"Of this," replied Jcqc," 1 know nothing." 
" It is because yo11 never lca,·c the royal kraal and do not know 

what the people arc say ing in tll'..: outlying districts. The hearts 
o f our people arc with Dingane : they sec in him their on ly hope 
of rest from endless war. Al I our youth has gone to fight 
Soshanga nc. Others arc away in distant Pondoland. It is 
clear that T shaka will destroy ou r people in endl ess warfare. 

What say you, I3utclczi?" 
" I know," replied Jcqc, "that our King is ambitious; he will 

never rest as long as there is ,,nothcr King in the land." 
"How can we rid ourselves of the burd en ? " inquired 

Dingane's messenge r. 
" I know not," replied Jeqe, " but I am deep ly grieved to sec 

our people murdered in the ir homes or perishing on distant 
battle-fields to satisfy the ambition of one man only. But I am 
bound to my King becau,c of the promise I made to scn ·e him 

truly, and if need be, to die at l,1is side ." 
" \Veil . Butelezi, the pro p le must not perish ror the sake of 

25 
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one man. lt would he a gn.: ;1t _joy to he allowed to s tay at horn e 
in peace, an d no co un t ry wou ld dare to make ;111 unrrovokcd 

attack upon us . J think you cou ld be a great he lp to us, fo r nu 
one has readier access to th e King than yo u." 

While they wen.: st ill speaki ng an attendant cried o ut, " 'l'hc 
King calls! " And J eqe answered . " I come, Oh Black One ! " 

As he entered the l sigorllfJ, t he King sa id , "Come with m e, I 
want to stretch my legs." 

J eqe had been frequent ly ::;cnt out Lo kif I both men and women, 

for it was the K ing's desire to purge hi s heart o r all rit_v and to 
make him I ikc h imsel r-- n1<.: rcil ess ;i11d i nd i ffrrent to hum:111 

suffering. And indeed Jeqc had grown acc ustomed to t l1c kill
ing of men, for howe,·er base a deed m ay be , if you cl o it ;1ga i n 
and again, you will come to think but littl e of it . 

But he h ad ne,·e r yet hcen faced with such an ordeal as con
front ed hi111 this d:1y in tltc q 11 artcrs or the rn arri c:d scrrn nts . 
The King j11st sa id , " T ake that , ,·om;in and rip her oi,cn with 

your spear. L et us sc:c how the 11 nborn child is l)•ing in the 
\\"Olllb.' ' 

J eqe ,rnuld rather ha,·c dropped down dt:?.d: h11t what cou ld 
he do \\·hen the Chi ld of I leaven spoke ? 

The woman sc reamed as the spe:1 r-hc:1d plunged int o he r 
vital s. T shaka loo ked , la11ghcd and passed 011. It was n mnttcr 
of no importance. 

Ilut J eqc was filled with loathing and he said in his heart. 

" They are right who say that T s haka m11 st leave the light of 

day. I little kn ew 11·hcn J devo ted rny life to the King's scn·ice 
tha t I shou ld be forced to commit sucl1 crimes ! " 

Wh en he returned to hi s quarters he fo11nd th at Dinga 11 c's 
messenger had departed. Ue had intended to t ell hi m of 
Tshaka's latest act of devili sh cruelty. 

Mea~1whil e, far away in Dinganc·s country, the co nspirators 
Were discussing how to get rid .of T shaka. Dinganc's messenger 

to!d them how he had tried to persuade J eqc to poi so n Tshaka. 
His body-servant realised how evi ll y the country was goYcrncd 
but he was bou 1d l J 1 1 • I · · ·' 
harm. 1 )Y oya ty to .ns <rng and would n ot do hnn 

Then Dinga d l · f · . 
d nc an lls -r1ends so ught out wi za rd s and witch-

octors, hoping to b ·t I I I '. . . . 
cw1 ct t 1c 'l..1ng with their spells. Ilut Jt Wa11 all of no ay ·1 Tl ..., 

• at - 1e .. octors excused themselves by saying 

THEY COULD SEE IN THE DISTANCE SOME CATTLE 
ASCENDING A STEEP HILL 
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that Tshaka was protected by even more powerful medicine and 
they could therefore do nothing. · 

At last they ~urnmoned the messenger ·whom they had pre
viously sen t to interYiew Jcqc. They told him he must make 
one more attempt to win him over, and say that Dingane 
would reward him handsomely; he would give him a large kraal, 
and many cattle and wives, and would protect him on the day 
that Tshaka perished and would°see to it that he would not be 
forced to die with his King . 

The messenger returned to the royal kraal and had a secret 
interview with Jeqe, who told him of the fiendish cruelty of 
Tshaka in stabbing ·a pregnant woman. 

When this story was spread abroad, the hatred of Tshaka's 
tyranny increased enormously : but Dingane and his friends were 
pleased and some whispered, " Is it possible for a King to be 
victorious in war who has treated a woman so shamefully ? " 
And so the country was like a house divided against itse lf. Some 
remained faithful to Tshaka because of his great courage and 
prowess in war. Families were divided in loyalty and frequent
ly came to blows. Those who spoke contemptuously of Tshaka 
were attackecl by his supporters. Men were tried for dis
affection in the royal kraal and executed. As they were led away 
to death they cried, " I did the King no harm ! " But the 
executioners replied, "Who are you, to murmur against the 
Child of Heaven! You are a dog that bites his master's haryd !" 

One day a bitter quarrel arose between two of the King's 
women. Said one, "I know why you arc so saucy. You have 
given the King a love-charm : that's why he seeks your company. 
But you are not satisfied with that; you cast your spells upon us 
all." Said the other, "You have been getting poison from 
your lover in order to destroy our King." Whereupon the two 
women came to blows and scratched and bit each other. As the 
women continued to fight and abuse one another the matter was 
reported to Tshaka, who ordered Nozitshela, the chief induna, 
and J eqe to make a searching enquiry into the cause of the 
trouble among the women-folk. It appeared on investigation 
that both the women were guilty and that one of them had used 
a love-charm to win the King's affections. 

When the King , heard that some of his women-folk were 
guilty of witchcraft he was furious and ordered Nozit~hela and 

,1 
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Jeqe to throw everything upside down and inside out in the huts 
of the two women and search for 1,oison ,.fl 1· I l · , · · icy < 1c t 1cir work 
thoroughly. fhey . told two servant-maids to enter the huts of 
the two women and throw eve rything they cot1l I fi I . I . . ( me OUtSJ( e 
t n front of the Chief induna. Out came mats and wooden hca/ 
rests, dresses of well soft ened hide, beads and grass girdles neck 

and head-bands, snuff-boxes, brass ornaments and an,klets. 
perfume pots and plumes and ~11 the fin ery of Cou ·t I d' B . 1 n 1cs. 

u~ Jcqc wns not satisfied. " Exnm\nc the walls of the hut ," 
he cncd, and sure enough, the tiny horn of a blue- buck was 
found concealed in the fram e-work Tl . cl 
f cl . · 1e m una now came 
onvar _to cxammc, and a maid-servant was ordered to pick up 

e~ch art1el~, one by one. All the g irls of tl1e King's houschola 
"ere watclung, _those \\"ho had been chosen th roughout the \\·hole 
~ountry_ for their beau ty to delight th e King , and those who had 

. ecn p:est1.ted to the Cou rt by high-born chiefs in order tu 

:~c~::s~h:;c1 r Jarnur wit h the King. Some of these had grown 

their n1at'· thFcy co,11ld hardly s_tand :ind reclined all day upon 
' s. •o r t 1ese \\' r I 

drank beer and ' . . omc11 < H. no_ \\"ork ; they ate meat and 

g reen l b \\ c_ic ncve1 short of dainty food . If they desired 
· icr s, mcal1c porridg. . .· . · 

dainty, it was brou I t . I c, o1 a i 1pc pumpk111, or any other 

J 
- g l to t 1cm at once by their hand maidens 

eqe and the i11dun·1 n b I . 
buck horn ,,•as p t t , o,~ cgan t ic examination. The blue-

' u o one side Tl I 
tied up in a · f · 1cy a so found a littl e bundle 

piece o well-so ften I k. . 
covered med ic· 1 • ct goat-s m . ln rt they dis-

1na I oots and pen d . . I b 
contained fat of 

1
• v c, s · t1c luc-buck horn 

' some c1nd Tn ::i ll ti I I . 
nothing suspicious . . , ic ot icr t imgs they found 

The Induna nowt l I I y· 
" Go at " . o l t H.: "-mg what they had found 

' once order l T I I . 
and Court D oc~or " e< s ia <a, " ;i nd sumrnon my Diviner w . 

hen they appeared the . . 
covered and Tshaka said cc { \\ c1 ~ shO\:n what had been dis
me, as I sit at h . ' Iy O\\ n family are trying to murder 

W 
' omc lll peace. " '· 

hen th d . · h c tvmcr saw the d . . 
t. e ground and his whole bo me tcm c, he threw himself upon 
his feet and ran to anotl . dy shuddered ; then he jumped to 
loudly, threw himscl f d1er part of the littl e courtyard : he groaned 
Afte own and lay at f II I I . r a short pause 1 · ' u engt 1 upon the floqr. 
J)OtRon .1c sat ltp a nd s 'd cc Tl 

s. An <1ttempt · l . · ai • iose arc dead ly 
IS icmg m;1dc o n the King'~ life." 
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The doctor then examined the . m edicine and he discovered 
three different kinds : the first was a love charm, the second gaYe 

magic power over the victim, and the third was death. 

Both women stoutly denied that the m edicine was theirs, and 
each maintained with vehemence that it belonged to the other. 

Love has a strange power, for instead of both the women 

being condemned to death, Tshaka only wanted to kill the one 
whom he did not love ; but he knew that the chi ef induna would 
not consent to this; he would say that if one was to be killed, 

both should be killed. So the King sent out messengers to 
summon the fathers of the two \\·omen . The medicine was 
burnt . When the fathers of the two "·omen arri\'ed, Tshaka 

ordered the chief induna to t ell them the whole story. 
When they heard it they repli ed, cc Sire, \Vhat can we say ? 

Let the Child of Heaven do unto his dogs as seems good to him." 
Tshaka told the fathers to take their daughters home and 

punish them . However , a fc"· days afterwards Tshaka's 
favourite was ordered to return . The other \\·oman nc,·cr 
appeared again at the royal kraal. 

But fear had entered Tshaka's heart ; he felt he was hated by 
his own people, and was terrifi ed of witchcraft . Fear made 
him a prisoner in his own hut and he was startled by trifles. Ile 
had no desire to converse with his counsellors in the cattlc 
kraal. When the most powerful chiefs of the country c::mc to 
do homage and to discuss military affairs, he refused to sec 
them. " Is the King gick ? " they asked, " for he " ·ill not sho,y 

his face to us." 
The head -men now hit upon a pl an to di spel the moodiness ol" 

the King. They sent for all the best musicians in the land ; 
those who played on reeds and Autes and all stringed instru
ments. Day after day they practised in the men's quarters till 
the harmony was perfect; then one day they assembled in the 

cattle-kraal and began t ? play within hea ring of the King's 

apartments. It was their aim to entice the King to come out 

and enjoy the music. 
\Vhcn the sweet sound of music came to the King's cars he 

c ri ed to Jeqc, "What do I hear? What arc they doing in th e 

cattle-kraal ? " 
" Your dogs, Sire," he replied, "have come to play to you . 

Thcv hope you will come out and listen to their music." 

C 
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And indeed the King le ft th e g loom of his hut and listened 
and rejoiced in the music , and the cattl e-kraal was fill ed to over
flowing. 

Then the King said, "Why did you delay so long to give me 
this great joy ? " And the people answered, " Oh Black One, 
we do our best; we arc alw.:ys thinking how we may please you." 
All this time the Court la.dies were impatient to come an d li sten, 
so the chief induna p lead ed for them and the King consented. 
And now the music was over , but the King remain ed and spoke 
graciousl y ,_vith the people an<l their hearts were fi ll ed with joy. 

The annual festival of the First Fruits ·was now <1pproaching, 
' and those who were to hun t for leopard::; in the forest and for the 

fruit of the sacred gourd 0 11 the sea shore had already departed . 
But the King had not yet entered the secret chamber. 

However, the regim ents had begun to muster for the festival 
and some were already building their huts. The maize was 
putting fort h its filaments and would soo n be firmly se t . 

By this time the conspiracy against Tshaka had infected the 
older regiments of the army. They longed for the death of the 
King. They had waited many years for permission to marry 
and now their strength was exhausted in end less wars and expe
ditions far from home. Thousands had perished by famine or 
the spear. But no one dared to come out into the open. The 
people murmured and Dinganc, the King's treacherous brother, 
whispered with his accomp lices, · hoping for an opportunity to 
murder T shaka. 

One day in his Dukuza kraa l, Tshaka was resting quietly, 
suspecting nothing : but Dingane and his fellow-conspirators 
had determined to slay him. The King did not kn ow that he 
would never perform the ce remony for which he had already 
summoned the people. The chief doctor had been ordered to 
prepare the medicine fo r the preliminary Nyatela ceremony. 
Dingane had conspired with his brother, Mhlangana, and the 
induna, Mbopa, to make a sudden at tack upon the King. So 
now, when he least expected it , they rushed in upon him and 
stabbed him in the back. Then that great warrior leapt to his 
feet and with his last breath exclaimed , " You may kill me now, 
but you will never rule in my stead. The white swallows arc on 
the wing. They will come and possess the land." Thus did 

' Tshaka foretell the coming of the white mnn before he died . 

CHAPTER VI. 

THE FLIGHT OF JEQE. 

f ti . J(ing's bod)'-servant to . .· ent custom or 1e . 
Now 1t was an anci J h d that the Kmg 
. . . I k' So when eqe ear ' 

he buned with t 1c mg. I Id die at the funeral ccrc-
had been slain , he kne,Y that 1e wo~ 1i· mind His first 

l ht doweled mto is . 
mony. Many .t ,o~g s_ K' . st as on the battlefield he was 
resolve was to cite with his mg , JU . 

ever readv to sacrifi ce hi s life. d Jeyc assis ted by the 
The King had been slain at sunse~, adn the body and placed it 

lk I tf . at tendants, raise 
women-fo . anc o ier . he !'imbs were bound .in the customary 
in the royal hut. There t I ,t i the rovnl cloak. They had 
mmrncr and the body covercc \\l l . 

·t f . the grave to be dug. f l 
now to wa1 01 fi f ll for sleep is al I-power u , . I · l t Jeqe sl cpt t u Y, · 

Dunng tic rng , . And while he slept he 
. b guarding a corpse. h' 

even if a man c · . d to him in a vision ts 
d . ed and in his dream there appcare . d I . " The 

ream . ccsto rs and they sa t to 11m' 
grandfather and all !us an . ' t descend into the grave. J cqc for you o · 
time has not yet come, . ' 

1 
we you r country and 

· 11 ·at service t iat you 0 
You have st i a grc, · . T hab Up and away 

. ·1 1 he serving your maste1 s ' • . herc111 you wt ,, 

before the coming of daw: .of the attendants trimming a gr~ss 
Jeqe awoke and sa~v on d h I t " Shall I obey or dis-

-I bb cl h s eyes an t oug 1 ' d 
torch: I e ru e t h ? " In a casual way he strolle 

d h ord of my fat crs . b . 
regar t e w . I ti c desire to escape ccame 

I B t once outs1c c, 1 cl 
out · of the lilt. u . 1 . t be noticed he passc .. 1,1 h' trght mig 1t no ' 
irresistible. rnt ts 

1 
, rms and made his way 

through the side. cntranccb, charrdy'.ng.tnso,;ater~ ~o cleanse himself 
h · He at c 111 1 

down to t e n ver. . a prosperous journey, for he 
from all defil ement and to ensure f d th H e leapt from 

I · the presence o ea · 
had been but late y 111 b k I ickcd some tambooti grass , 
the river and on the further an p \h s completing his cl ean-
chewed the roots and spat them out, u. . 

sing from the pollution o f death. l 11 with no clear thought 
I · I nd nn on anc o , 

He crofscd t ,c nt gc a .' fi d . . ,vas to make for home, 
. . in Hts u st cs11c 

of whither he was go g. 
1 11 1 . family would be surely 

but was prevented by th e fear t 1at a us , 
31 
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put to death if he " fcrc found amon t he, - . 
was to m ake his way to ti g n. II1s next thought 
I ' lccoast · thcv, Ii 
ook for him so far away. ' . vou c n ever find o r even 

Next morning, before day break . h . 
he came upon a clump oft . , wit out havmg met anyone 
b I ees and lay down d 1 ' 

een walking or running all th ~ I . an s cpt. He had 
awake till mid-day II . roug i t le night and he did not 

' · e stretched his J 
trees, making fo r some cattl l . cgs, got up and left the 
H k ' e t iat were graz · · h . 

e ·n ew that a kraal could b ( ~mg ll1 t e distance. 
I d h n o t e ar away . if h Id 
~n s e would help him self to food - . ~ cou see some 

!um to the cattl e that . . b . . An hour s walk brought 
' wc1 e e1 ng he rd ed b 

could see some kraal s too a I fi ·I I Y. young boys. H e 
d ' ' 'nc 1e cs of ma1· II 1 

an rested. He entered the I cl ze . c ay down 
ment and the swee t recd I an ~ and foun d the maize in fila-

a most npe " I-I 1 1 exclaimed " to be 1 • . ·. ow uc ,y I am " he 
' lcrc ll1 the npcn 111g . 1 " ' 

an armful of mealies wond . h coin. He gathered 
' enng ow he cou ld h 

approached the kraal d roast t cm. H e '' an saw son1e ,. 
gate. He hid himself so cl ' vomcn cooking nea r the 

I 
. me 1stance awa d · . 

rnd fintshed cooking a cl I d Y an waited till they 

1 
' n rn entered the h T 

c oser, but the dogs smelt 1 • !. b uts. hen he crept 

b k 
wn anc egan t l k J 

ac ' wondering h ow he co I I I , o Ja r . cqe turned 
fi u c st<'a a t . · . 
ire . . H e was now facing ti . d. ' rn1nmg stick from the 
I b , ic wm and the cl . 
1uts to cg for food \n J .1 1 ogs ran mto the 

. · ' ll e t 1e wom c b 
ehas111g the dogs away from tl n were usy sco lding and 
and seized a burning sti k d1e pots, J eqe rushed up to the fire 

fi 
· c an ran back t t 
re, roasted his mealies d . h ' . o a rec where he lit a 

down t o the river and hadan I ate d. i_s fill. H e then took a path 
' a ong nnk . 

He now began to feel tl d cl 1c nee of weapons f I 
angerous country , full of wild b , '. ' or le was in a 

protection. If he met a r . e~sts, without even a spear for 
So he plucked up couraae io r~ ~1 t 1c '.1ight, what could he do ! 
the kraal and beg for ~ la~ etermmed to visit the people in 
k a 111g 1 t s rest " E · f 1 ·nows me," he thought " I 1 II . ven l t 1cre be one who 
quite dark." ' s rn not be recognised, for it is now 

As he approached the kraal the 
he drove them Off. At th ' dogs rushed out in a fury, but 
asked him who he was cd ga lte he g reeted the inmates. They 

an w 1ence he H 
name and said " I have f came. e gave a false 

d 
' come rom ivfa ti at I I 

an seek a place to sle " ' ' 
1 

u . am benighted cp. .. 
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They told him to come in , and when li e had entered, they 

asked of what clan he was. " [ am of the Q wabe clan," he 
repli ed. " I am on m y way to the sea . I am looking for medi

cine to cure bil e-sickness, fo r all our people arc d own with fever." 
They gave him a dish of boiled mealies, and when the time 

came for sleep he was given a place in the young men's hut. 
When the young serving boys were lighting the t orches and 

spreading the mats , his eye lighted on the rope against which the 
spears were leaning. " Aha," thought he, " that's where they 

keep their weapons." 
They gave him matting to sleep on and he took a goat-skin 

that was used as a doo r-mat to th row over his shoulders . He 
lay quite still but did not sleep, and in the middle of the night 
when all were snoring aro und him, he arose and crept towards 

the spears . H e took two, and al so a heavy knobkcrric. Once 

outside the kraal, he quickncncd his pace and hastened forward 

with the confidence o f a strong man well armed. 

When the sleepers awoke they exclaimed, " Where is the 
fellow who was sleeping here ? H e has the manners of a Tonga, 
if he goes without troubling to say goodbye ! " But they never 

noticed the disappearance of the spears . 
Far away in the royal kraal the re w;is great commotion and 

searching for the missing body-servant. l'v[any regiments had 
arrived for the burial of the King and messengers were _sent to 

Dingane to tell him that J eqe could not be found . Dingane 
was furious and gave orders that he must be found, slain and 
buried with T shaka; otherwise it would be a bad omen for his 
reign and sure to bring some terrible calamity upon himself. 

Search parties were sent out in all directions. Then an order 
came that the burial of T shaka could not be delayed and that 

J eqe was to be executed as soon as he was found. 
The day o f the burial of Tshaka was a great occasion. A 

mighty grave was dug. At the side a small chamber was scooped 

out, just large enough to hold the corpse in a sitting position . 

Warriors brought branches and poles sharpened at both ends 

and wattl e to make a great fence all round. A hundred head of 
cattl e were slaughtered and the whole kraal reeked of meat. 
T en bL1ck oxen were chosen and doctored ; their hides were to 
be buried with the King. All sound of lamentation was for
bidden . Jn ~jdc the c;a ttl <'-fulcl the warrior~ sang the famoui1 
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war songR of tl1e Zulu nation to I • . . . 
ming shields A d I , t ic ,1ccompa111111c11t of drum-

. . n t iere s tood ·t h·111d f 1 
chosen from the biaodlo t ' ' 

0 
un iappy maidens 

. ,., . ' o accom pany the IC l . . ' 
to the underworld All tl rr· . mg on us Journey 

. IC "-tllg s . I b . . 
mats and head-rests his sl·1·1 d. - pe1so11a elongmgs, his 

, · ' 1 Lesses ·md eve · 1 his pots and pans h ' .· . ry art1c e of apparel, 
, ' ts spoons, ht s so ea rs ·md t. k 

was taken from hi s hut and 1 ·d ,b- '. ' s 1c s, everything 
. ' P ace es1dc the grave 

Noz1tshcla and the other att . d . 
approach . The corpse of ti . I end ali;~s were now ordered to 

J 
le c ca "-ll1g was . . d f 

JUt, covered with the I ·d f caine rom the 

t
. 1 11 e o one of the ten hi · 1 

<> ·t 1e carriers climbc I 1 . ac < oxen . Four 
. l c own into the - d . 

King's body which they IJI d - g1 a_ve an received the 
ace teverent ly I ·d 

And now the doomed . 'd Lil t 1e s1 e chamber. 
mai ens appro 1 cl · 1 knees and threw themse l , , ac ie wit l trembling 
vcs upon the gro und b ·1 · 

cruel fat e. But all · . • ewai mg their · 

0 
' 111 vam, fo r no one li st [ 1 · 

nc after the other ti . enet to t 1e1r cries. 
l iey were slaughtered d 1 . b 
owered into the grave. The 1 , f . . an t 1eir odies 

cd the King's body into ti n ~ le ou, earners who had lower-

I d
. 1e g rave were slaug l t d l 

10 res thwwn into the . . d · ' 1 ere am their gr,n e, an last ly s · - . 
were s tabbed on the edge f I . • ' ix y_oung scrvrng boys 
· · o t1cg1aveands t 'h J 

v1ct11ns to accompany the·. I( ' ' en w it t 1e other 
ox-hides were thrown· o · Ill . '.nbg t '.) the under-world. Four 

Vet t lei[ od tes 
The King's per lb 1 • •· sona e ong111gs were n . I· I . 

and covered with hide Th h . ow p ,1cct m the grave 
earth . Stakes were d~iven . \ u~e ptt was now filled up with 
thick fence of wattle g ·d !!ell o l tic ground all around, and a 

I 
uat e t 1e sacred sp t Tl . 

t 1cn went do\\·n to th .· . l 
O 

· 1e warriors 
C IIVCl to rnt he and' ' I r I 

t he taint of Death. ' \as 1 rom t 1cir bodies 

. \Ve left our hero as l!e was leavin . I • . .. . 
had sto len the Rpears 11· . g t te k1.1a l from which he 

\ 
. ' · - c contmucd his · 

l t rnrd-d ay he passed a k . 1 . . Journey to the sea. 
. raa 111 which he hea cl tl 
111g and drinking As 1 • _ • r 1e people talk-

! 
. le was ve ry thirsty J tl l 

cave the road and ask ~ . d . ' ie 10ug lt he would 

J 
. i , o r a nnk o f beer Tl -

U< not ye t hcar<l that ti 1,. · 1e people th ere 
ic ,-,1ng \\'as dcad WI ·1 . . 

11ncler a tree where ti · ll e s1tt111g down 

1 
ie men wcrc drinking h · f 

t tose who had been sent by tl rz· , is eye ell upon 
-. cl • IC mg to gather th f · 
sacre gourd for the fest' - l f I . e ru1t of the . J na o t 1e First Pruits 

eqe now grcc tcd the art , h . · 
received . H e co111plaincd ~~ J.'. ~ whom he was hospitabl y 
:t pu1· of beer i\,f. I ·1 111 st ,tnd an o ld man handed him 

· canw II t·, the Kin<>'s ,-. . rnl'ssengcrn , who hacj 
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recognised Jcqe, were wrack ing their brains for an explanation 

'of his presence. Presently Jcqe addressed them and said he 
had been sent by the King to discover their whereabouts, for 

Tshak.a was furious at their long delay. 
The m en were thunderst ruck. " )Ve have been searching," 

they exclaimed, " every river-bank, but without success. The 

fruit is only setting now and much too small." 
" Depart at once," replied J cqe. " I shall follow you when 

I have finished drinking." 
They sprang up in fear at the thought that a sc rrnnt so high in 

the King's favour had been sent afte r th em . On their return 

they might be put to death . 
When the messengers had disappeared out o f sight Jeqe took 

his departure, for he realised that when they heard of the King's 
death they would denounce him. H e now changed his direction 
and turning back from the sea, made hi s way inland. That 
night he slept at Enyezane. Next J ay he rose before dawn and 
crossed the U ngoye range. H e had taken the precaution to 
bind a band of grass across his face , so that if he m et an acquaint

ance, he would not be recognised. 
He was now between the Bl ack and the White Imfolozi , 

walking through high grass and along game paths. Suddenly 
the path came to an end and he found himself facing a huge 
rhinoceros. The beast had scented him and was lying in wait 
to attack him with his great horn pointing upright. As soon as 

it caught sight of him in the long grass it gave a loud grunt and 
charged with lowered head and eyes shut. J eqe jumped lightly 
to one side and as the great beast rushed past, he struck just 

behind the shoulder and stru ck home. The wounded animal 

disappeared in the bush. 
Jcqe was now in dense thorn country, the haunt of elephant, 

lion and buffalo : he could hear the great beasts snorting all 
around. Not a trace of human habitation and he was starving 

with hunger. Late that evening he came upon a young bush 

buck asleep in the grass : h e speared it and drank its warm blood. 

H e cut off the two haun ches, ate the raw liver and continued on 

his wav. The sun " ·as now set ting and he climbed up a tall. 
A at-topped tree with · wide-spreading branches. H e fi xed the 
blades of !tis spears in the bark , ti ed his knobkerri<'! to a branch , 
~traddl ed as comfortabl y as h<' could across a large bough , and 
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\\"t·nt· to sleep . All throu g h till' nig ht his res t ll"as di s turbed hy 

the: roaring of wild beasts, c:xcitt'd by I he SCl'llt of a human being. 
J lowc,·cr, nothing worse held ! hi111 and at lo ng last the dawn 
appeared. 

At su nrise he climbed do \\" n and sea rch ed the bush till he 

found a fire-stick whic h he s lwrpcncd with hi s s pear. After 

so m e time a tin y spark was fos tcrc<l into flame. He made a 

fire, roas ted a haunch of the buck he had kill ed the day before, 

and continued on hi s journey . H e crossed th e Black Irnfolozi, 

ascended the hill of Masibe and in the uplands of Masundo was 

again in inhabited country. T le: s topped at th e kraal of Mkayi , 

of the Mkwana7-i clan and was most hospitably r eceived . There 

\\·as a pot of beer read y for drinking and that saved his life . 

Then they gave him some thin porridge of sour corn and after 

that he lay down and tried to sk cp. J !is slee p , however, was 

di sturbed by an xious thoughts, for ll"hilc he was drinking with 

the men o ne of them said, "Three rn cn passed by yesterday, 

bringing the news to Emdlctsheni, that Tshaka was dead, s lain 

by Dingane." Alarmed by tltis news , J eqe could not s leep but 

hi s weariness was enlivened by the young chi ldren p laying their 

evening ga m es by torch-lig ht. little question and answer songs 
con taining the ge1'.m from which all dram :i springs. One begins 
;1nd ,mother answers. 

"Good morning, ~ir. \ Vhcnce com e you now?" 
" I co m e from lVIatshekanc. " 

" And what did you ha 1T for clinn<:r there?., 
" l din ed on m ca li e porridge." 

"And what did yo u c:it your po rridg<: in ?'' 

"They gave me a bowl for m y porridge. " 

" And how arc the peopl e faring there ? " 

"The people arc faring quite happil y there." 

" The butterfl y flits on the mountain side; 

" The old billy goat has a long white hea rd , 
"And that is the encl of my t:itory." 

Another game they played was a test of memory, and a lesson 

in counting. J\ long doubl e row of mcali c grains \\'as arranged 

on the floor. Jn front 11·cre t\\'o sing le g r;iin s. One chi ld ques
tions and anoth er answers. Th e child who answers must keep 

the eyes closed . Th e fir~t l' hild points to the first of , hr two 
single mealie grains and sings : 
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JI . w hi ch is thi~?" V. .. Now ca n you Lc me .. ,, 
,\ " Wh y, th at' s my dea r old g1,111ny ... 
· · I .. · rlc m eal1e .--Then pointing to the sccnn< s t'.1g . . '" 
Q . "Now can you te ll me ~du ch is this;, 
A. " Why that ·sold Mr. !·Hay-at-home. . 
. . . . '. c of the mealies of the first pair :-
Then porntrng to on . . . ' " 

tell me whtch 1s tins . Q . " Now can you , . . 
1 

,, 

"Tl t ' Mr Takc-and-1 hto\\-a,,ay . 
A. ia s . l I ' tawav 

. k I . mealie am t trows I . J. 
The first chdd then ta cs t 11s . I line of 
There arc now tltrcc single m ealies hcadmg the ong 

incalic grains, arranged in pair~ .. 

The first child now begins agam : . " Old Granny " 
. l I" - h·ivc the1r name~ Tl · firs t two smg c mea IC:, ' . 1· . · called 

ic I • , , The nex t !3 tngle mea LC LS I " l'vlr Stav-at- 10me. I · " 
anc · · ' « l\·[1· ·r-~ kc -and-t irow-a,,ay. 

· » [ th en comes · ' 
"Mr. V1llagcr, anc I f . le mealies before you 
/1.s the game proceeds , th~ m'.m )-~r o. ~~ngonc every time. The 

to the pairs of m ealies mc1 cases y " lVIr 
come . he able to remember how many . 
point of the game is to , , t " Mr Take-and-throw-
Villagcrs" there arc be fo_re ykou .comcdco anotl~er child takes her 

,, A a~ a m1 s ta ·c 1s ma , · 
away. s soon '. ' I nsical qu estion and answer 

Then more or ess nonsc . . 
pla~c . . ".. ricd - - a diOi cul t tl'st of m cmo1 y. 
rcc1tat1011s 11cic t . . I .

1
. That great moun-

. l of NtunJam JL 1. ' 
The n th ey sang tic song f I l i' n ~nd looks across the 

.·.. I . h out o tic p a " 
tai11 crag that 11scs ng . f <l ' . t Zululand. In the 

. ti , mountain s o Ls tan _, 
Tugcla n,·cr to ie 1· looks like the entrance to . d I ft that from a c istancc . 
rock is a ccp c e , . I I that two homeless ,rnnderers, 

f . ti , and th ere 1s a cgenc ' . 
a airy cas c' I . ·I f und re fuge when pursued by giants. 
a young boy an< gn ' o . . .. 

This is the song of Ntunpmb1li .- . 

"Ntunj '.unhili, Ntunjan,hili , 

Open that I may ent~r: 
N tunj ambili , tunjamb1h, 

Open and let m e enter." 

" No m ortal man may enter here, 

For this is the house of swall ows. 

No mortal m an may enter here,,, 

Bl't only the flying swallows. 

. . , l let in the wanderers hut clm1ed '!'h e rock, however, opcnel to_ 
. lJr·fnt·•·· th e arri val of th e g1:mts . • aga111 . ,. 
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Jcqc awoke early next morni;1g and avoided tl1c road past 
Emdlctshcni but made for the uplands as if he were going to 
Nongoma. He shunned the well-trodden paths and preferred 
short-cuts. Though he felt there was not much danger of being 
recognised, he did not like to show himself in the open for fear 
of being seen by one of T shaka's subjects. H e avoided the 
treeless tablel and that stretches towards the country of the 
Mancllakazi. He slep t in one of the kraals near the road and 
next day continued his journey till he reached the Mkuzi bush 
at the foot of the Ubombo range. 

This was the limit of human habitation. It was the haunt of 
savage beasts, leopards, wild boars, lions, elephants and wild 
clogs. At dusk he saw a ta] l fig tree, climbed up it and fell 
asleep. He started again before dawn and by mid-clay he had 
crossed the Umkuzi river. Ile ascended the steep range of the 
Ubombo mountains and slept in a kraal of the IVIangwazane 
clan. Here the people spoke a mixture of Swazi and Tonga. 
The summer crop was ripening and there was no lack of fooq. 
Nevertheless he thought it better to push on. Perhaps the 
messengers who had been sent to Emdletsheni with the news of 
the King's death had been ordered to scar~h for him. So he 
descended the Ubombo range and slept at Otobotini, across the 
Pongo la river. 

Herc he was struck down by an attack of fever. Hi:: head 
seemed to be ~p litting in two . H e had not the st rength to move. 
Some of the peop le in the village wanted to kill and bury him, 
believing that he had brought the sickness from his O\\"n country. ' 
The others agreed, but thought it best first to inform the head
man, who, when informed of Jeqc's condition and the plan to 
get rid ·o f him, advised caution, for they might be bringing 
trouble on themselves, if some of his countrymen were close 
behind, th-:y would soon discover that he had been killed in their 
district. 

" Take him," he said , " and leave him on the river-bank. 
Wild beasts will come and devour him in the night ." So they 
carried him gown to the river and laid him on the bank, with his 
weapons by his side. Thus they sought to shield themselves 
from blame, for the passer-by wou ld surely conclude that he had 
been devoured by wild beasts when they saw his weapons lying 
with his bones. 
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I • . .. t11·l dow11 tu tht: water and Next 111orning J1.: q1.: managet ,o u. . . 
[ . k 1 . 11· 11 I le vomit t:d gal I and felt rel ievcd. But there wlas 

t ran 11s · I d Dut t 1c I . 1 . body as he lay l1 elp less o n tic san . 
no strcngt, m 11ls • f the kn·d from \\·h ich he had been 
heart of one oft ic women ° '· · " That 

' . d was filled with a deep, mothnl y compa~s10n . .· 
carneb , , 1 thought "who has been thrown to the \,tlcl 
poor oy, s 1c . , .• ,. 
beasts while yet alive is some mother s son . . . 

. I t ook some gruel in a small dish, placed it m 
Next mornmg s ie . . \Yhcn 

l t the rive r as 1 f to draw water. 
her pot and went c own ° ' · · '' Stranger 
h l l the bank Jeqc was a\rnkc and sitting up. , . . 

s e reac ice ' l l I· f . . u left here to die in the w1lder-·c1 1 " y heart 1 eels 0 1 )O 
sa1 s 1e, m . I 1 . . ho\\" that they would have 

" She told him the w io e sto1 y, . : 
~~~:d him but the headman in charge of the d1s~nct bwoul·ld ~,o~ 1 

' b l ft to die on the n ver an'· llowit butsaiclhewasto e c . d·-
a , I " she said " some th111 g ruel, and some me ' 
have brou? lt you, I • f 'rro;n which even we who were born 
cine to dnvc away tic ever ff . You have sufficient 
. . cl ' .· t arc always su ·cnng. 
111 this ist11c • • . fi -tree When the sun sets you must 
strength to rea~h th~t ~~g {he " ."ild ·rnimals al 1 around are very 
climb up and s ecp 111 I . h tl , did not devour you last 
fierce. You were fortunate t at iey 

. I ' " 1 
mg1t. dee I touched. His heart was full and ie 

Jcqc was p YI , I 1 . hall le ft with never a word of b . cl I . mot 1cr w iom ic . 
rcmem ere us h k, ' t if he would ever sec her agam. 
f "ell And ndw e nc\\ no . 'fh 
ar,t:\~ · I ti c fig tree. e -I felt he had not strength even to reac 1 1 . " 

I c . d . ·u "Come mv child , let me carry you. 
woman saw it an sa1_ , I h " . '1 : arms and put him down ih 

h cl down ra1sec im 111 1c1 ' 
S e stoope , She took hi s \\·capons and placed them 
th_c s!rndl ~ .of th~\ fig ~~-~;~n ~he filled ]~er pot with water and re
w1 thm us rem; l. 

turned to her home. l b H 
I foodshehadlcftwithhimandfeltmuc1 etter. e 

Jeqe a~e tic Id b e well to climb up \\·hilc he still possessed the 
thought it wo; He placed his weapons again st the tree , 
strength to o so. d iven him in his mouth and 
took the her~s that the dwomaln h\h~re he could si t in comfort. 
I. b d up till he foun apace h 

c 1m e h" l cl pitting upon t em 
He rubbed the herbs between is tan s, s ut the 

. . h a that exuded therefrom. B 
frequently and lick1_ng t c s . p LJ , I cl to beat them off al 1 

· ,c him no rest. re ,a .d 
mosqmtoes ga\ 1. till daybreak. He d1 
h 1 the night and could not s cep I 

t roug 1 . I ·c1 l· • He <:limhecl down tht.- tree and groum not \\'akt· t1l m1 ·l ,1). 
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some more medici ne which he . . . I . 
of his hand H e vo 't d . m1x ec wrtl1 water and drank out 

. m1 e agam and felt n ·I 1· f 
now hung ry. He was I . · , rnc l re re . H e was 

. ' y111g c ose under tl ·1 l fi 
ludden by t he undci· . I J tc w1 t ig tree and was 

g t owt l t mt grew at ti 
evening he saw his friend of tl d· b • I C mots. Towards 
down and took out of 't . I . Ilic .1y e'.orc. She put her pot 

I a s 1.1 ov· bowl I . I I 
more gruel. · , 111 w uc 1 s 1e had some 

She came forward and s·1id " H " B t . h ' , . ow are you, my child ? " 
c tcr t an yesterday " he re 1 · ,c1 " b . 

Sh l d d . , - p tc ' ut I am still weak " 
.. c ian c him the g ruel, which he drank " , . 

again to-morrow " shes· . cl " ·l ' · I shall come 

J 
- . , , ,ll , an< sec how you arc I " 

cc1e clunbcd up in to the tree to c·s . . . . 
seemed to be more trouble I . cape the mosquitoes ; they 

l 
. some c ow n below O l I . , 

1c fe lt much better "l'h 1 1 . · n t tc t 11rd day .. oug 1 1c std] vo · cl 1 . 
For seven days J ec1e lay o tl · , k mite , t le bile was less . 
cl n le )an o f the Poi I f l 

ay by that merc iful woman. \i\lh cn igo a, C< every 
day J eqe said," Oh Mother Id . she came on the eighth 
lack words to show my· g .'t· do nobt know how to thank you . I 

. . ra ttu e, ut God " ·I J 
my li fe " ·ill rc\\'ard yo f . 10 ms preserved 

u o1 you r goodness y 
me and the sp irits of · ou too have saved 

your ancestors \\'ii J f 
ever we meet again I s ln ll pc ·I . . l , not orget you. If 
f 

' 1 l.lps Jt' able to J • 
or all you r kindness to me." · s iow my gratitude 

The woman rc1Jlicd " It . I . , 1s not 1111g my I ·1 1 f 
was filled with pity wl1e I . I , c II c , or my heart n sm, t 1cm thr , 
beasts while st ill alive B .I . 

0
" mg you t o the wild · ' · ut pe r 1aps 1f I I ,. 

on that first day when vo I • . you 1a1 ucen devoured 

f l 
. u s cpt on the ground I 

c t nothing, just as you did not f , . . you wou cl have 
\Ve il , good luck to YOH on yo . ~e l ~he mosquitoes on that day. 
going." - lit JOUt ncy, \\'hercver yon may be 

J cqc to ld her the whole story of I I 
he had done so " I " I _ 1ow ie le ft Dukuza and why 

. want ie sate! " t 
land , beyond the Usutu riv;r, whe;·e I sha~ cross over to Tonga-
people, and serve the King of ti I be safe from my own 

1c country " 
The woman replied « N . . · • cws travels q · k l \ 

yesterday from Kwa N I uic )'. Vord came 
, yawo t iat T shak . 

has te now and avo id your f ll a \\•as dead. Make 

1 
c ow-countrym F 

t 1ey rarely come to t hi s 1 d . I en . •ortunately 
brass beads and sa/; b ·,,. fan 1' on y the Amand lakazi come with 

w II z c~t 1cm to 1 f 
and the med icines of - . , exc iangc or w ild-cat skins 

- my country y · . 
fin:t or you will be at tach~cl ·1g·. ,· f ou must take it easi ly at 

. ' . ' dlll ))' ever \ f . l f . · ' n cnc o mme, a 
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good Zulu, li ves out yonder. The peop le \\'i ll te ll you where he 
I ives. Tli s nnme is Jiyanc , of the G umede clan. He too 
escaped to this country w hen hi s famil y \\'as destroyed in Zulu
land . I am sure he will be glad to hear hi s native tongue again 

and have news of his country." 

Then they shook hands and went the ir ways. Towards 

even ing J eqc came to the hut o f Ji yanc . \Vhen he heard his 
greeting the old Zulu smiled. " What has brought ," he asked, 
" a Zulu to my home ? It is three years since I last saw one of 

my own people." 
J eqc informed him th at he was on his way to Tongalancl in 

search of medicine. They sat down at the door o f the hut and 
talked till dusk. "On the road ," said J cqc, "I heard that 

Tshaka was dead, slain by Dinganc." 

"Can it be true," rep lied Jiyanc, "that that cruel tyrant is 

dead ?- the man who destroyed my father's family ; I only am 
alive. I escaped when ou r home was surrounded, and fled for 
refuge to the King of this land. No one knows that I am here. 
They thought that no living thing had escaped them. I had 
been sleep ing in the calves' kraal, fo r the catt le had strayed into 
the lands and I was afraid I wou ld be beaten by my cider brothers 
and th at was the night our home was surrou nd ed. While they 
were stabbing the people in the huts, I ran out of the calves' 
kraal and ran away in t error. I knew no t \\·hither I was going, 
and I cannot t ell you all I suffered on the road. I had a way of 
catching wild-cats that the people of this country did not know, 
I also caught blue monkeys in a log trap and so I acquired suffi
cient wealth t o found a family. I am the King's right-hand 

man and take precedence of all others in the land . It is danger
ous to travel in this country during the summer. To one not 
born here the fever is fatal. Do not t ouch palm beer or you 
will die within a month. T o-morrow before you go I shall give 
you a mixture of ash and earth whi ch wil I keep off the feve r.'' 

Jeqc rested fo r two clays in that kraal, bei ng treat ed by Jiyane. 

On the day of his departure his host killed a goat that he might 
have meat for the jou rn ey and he accompanied him along the 

road ao; fa r as the Usu tu ri ver north of lngwavuma. 

Jeqe was now in the thorn country. As he approached 
I ngwav11ma , kraal s heeamc more frccp1ent and he was well 
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treated hy the inhabit:1.11 ts. 011 the fol lowing <lay he saw the 
Usutu river winding through the thick hush. H e was standing 
on a high ridge and as lie looked clown upon the dense forest all 
the trees seemed to be of the same height . As he threaded his 
way through the forest he fc l t that from the day he was horn he 
had never been in a country so in fested with, wild beasts. There 
was only a n arrow path and it wou ld take a whole day to cross 
the forest. Every now and then he would be s tart led out of his 
senses as herds of wild boars and other saYage animals rushed 
past him. 1VhereHr the forest opened out he cou ld sec herds 
of buck standing ::ind looking at him, th en with 'a snort they 
rushed back into the b11sh. IIugc baboons barked at him from 
the branches and made hi s blood run co ld . When the leopards 
got wind of him they snarl ed in fury. It was a terrifying experi
ence and he walked warily, his spear couched and ready for any 
sudden attack. 

Now his prrth led him down into a s teep and narrow valley. 
What was that he could just sec in the dim light of the setting 
sun! It w:is a so litary old " rogue" lion,sitting on his haunches 
on a high rock ovcd ooking the path rrnd s troking his mouth with 
his p aw. For a moment Jcqc wrrs paralysed with fear but 
recovering quickly he brandi shed his spear :ind gazing stead
fa stly into the eye of the lion he muttered, "If die I must, we 
shall die together ." As he passed on without flin ching, the lion 
too moved forward. Though he could not sec it , he heard it 
rustling through the under growth quite close t o the path. 
Every momen t he expected an attack. The wind was from 
behind and the buck, scenting the lion , stampeded in front and 
crashed .through the dense bush. All the time the great beast 
kept close to Jeqc till at last he came to open country. Herc the 
!'ion roared loudl y and \\·ent back into the lJlish. Jeqe never 
knew whether tl-ic lion was protecting him from the dangers of 
the forest or waiting to attack him . In any case it was an experi
ence he would never forget till the day he died. 

That night he s lept in one of the kraals that drew water from 
the Usutu River. During tl1c night he could h ear hippoes 
roaring in a great pool near the rin:r. The peopl e told· him .of 
the crocodile& and asked how he would be able to cross. J eqc 
did not know what to do. The people on the banks have little 
bonti; scooped out of the t ninks nf t r<'cs in which they cro~s . hut 
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the ferryman demands a chicken in payment and Jeqe had 

nothing. 
For two days he remained here , and on the third day the young 

men went o·ut hunting. Jeqe accompanied them. As they were 
entering the forests the dogs put up a water-buck and brought 
the animal to bay not far from the hunters, who could hear their 
loud barking. The other hunters were afraid to advance, as 
they did not know what the dogs had started . Ilut Jeqe went 
forward and saw that it was a water-buck. There it was, sweep
ing the ground with its horns, trying to drive off the dogs. Jeqe 
hurled his spear and the anim.al fell to the ground. Th~ dogs 
rushed forward and seized the buck. When the hunters heard 
it bellowing on the ground they ran up and killed it. Jeqe was 
now held in gre;it honour. The next day they rowed him 
across the river, for they said, cc The meat he brought us is worth 

many chickens ! " 
Meanwhile , far away in Zululand, they were searching for 

Jeqe. At last they found his tracks and overtook the young 
men who had gone to look f~r the fruit of the gourd along the 
coast. They said that Jeqe had met them in a certain kraal 
while they were drinking; cc he said he had been sent by the King 
to tell them to hasten back with the fruit. Though we doubted 
that such an important man could have been sent on such an 
errand, we thought little of it, for there might well be some 
further reason for his coming. Now we see that Jeqe was run
ning away. Perhaps, if you hasten, you may find him in that 

kraal where we left him." 
The messengers went to the kraal and were put on to the road 

by which Jeqe had disappeared. Soon aftenvards the party 
separated, some made for the coast, others went inland and 
came to the kraal where Jeqe had slept the night before he 
entered the lmfolozi bush. The people told them that they did 
not know what road Jeqe had taken. They went a short distance 
through the forest and then stopped, for they said " No one 
·would dare to go through this dense bush all alone. Let us 
follow the White Imfolozi up-stream . That is probably the 

way he went." 
Thev, continued in this direction till they came to the high-

lands where the Abaqulusi now dwell, but they found no trace 

of Jeqe . 



CHAPTER Vlf. 

JEQE IN TONGALAND. 

We almost forgot to mention that ll n the banks of the l'ongola 
where Jeqc had nearly di ed , a <log bel ongi ng to the kraal had 
become his faithful fri cn<l. It used to fo ll ow the woman who 
brought him food, and he always le ft a lit tle over for the clog. 
When J cqc left the Pongola the dog follO\YCd his tracks and at 
last came up with him . From now on he was Jcqe's inseparable 
companion. 

At the crossing of the Usu tu the dog s,rnm at t he side of the 
boat. Jeqe neve r had a friend more faithfu l than that dog. It 
followed him wherever he we nt and he loH:<l it almost as a 

brother. 
There were no kraals close to the llsutu ; but when he reached 

the high country above the ri ver valky, ,·ilbgcs began to appear 
and he could hcnr the lowing of cattle. He was now in the 
country of Ndhlcbende, the T onga king \\' ho ruled the land. 

H e entered a kraal , greeted the inmates and sat down under a 
tree . Some men came up :md asked him where he came from. 
Jcqc answered that he had come from Zllluland , in search of 
healing medicines, for he had heard from those who had visited 
the country that there \\·ere man y wonderful herbs to be found 
there. H e was given food and sleep ing quarters, but the head
man at once sent t\\·o men to tell the King of hi s arrival. The 
reason for this haste was that they thollght Jcqc \\·as ;i spy sent 
on ahead of an invadi ng army ; for they were not satis11cd with 
his story and his reason for coming to th eir country. 

The following day, after having eaten, Jcqe was readv to 
start off, but he was told to \\·ait and drink beer quietly with the 
men of the kraal. That afternoon fi ve young men came from 
the royal kraal with orders to bring J cqc thither . They arrived 
at the royal kraal the following day and Jcqc was questioned 
witb regard to the situation in Zululand. He rep lied tliat he had 
heard on the road that Tshab haLl bcc11 asRassinatcd by his 
brother Dinganc. The King found no rea son to suspect Jeqe 
and ordered him to be taken to the kraa l of a head-man named 

4·1 
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Ndlovu, who was to keep close watch on him. This Ndlovu 
was not a T onga by birth : he had co·me in search of medicine 
from the IIlubi country. H e I ikccl the Tonga people, had 
settled down an d was happil y married there . He and Jcqe soon 

became good friend s. 
One clay there appeared a bridegroom's party , dri ving the 

Lobo/a cattle for a girl who lived close by . The young men of 
the kraal, including Jeqc and his faithful dog, joined the party 
and proceeded to the bride's home where they were hospitably 

enterta ined with beer and meat . 
In thi s kraal there dwelt a ve ry beautiful Tonga girl, as straight 

and lithe as a green willow tree. She wore a short native dress 
reaching from waist to thigh. As the girls danced before the 
young men, Jcqe was struck by her beauty, her skill and grace£~! 
movement. \Vhcn her companions began to play upon their 
harps an d recd pipes she came dancing up to " ·here Jeqe was 
sitting with the other men, and as she <lanced she showed the 
graceful lines of her tall girlish figure . By her action she seem
ed to say," H ere is a stranger from a far country. Let us show 

him the beauty of our Tonga girls ." 
Jcqe was overwhelmed . " \\1hat has come ove r me ! " he 

wondered. " for months I li ved in the royal kraal, surrounded 
by the most beautiful maidens of Zululand, and by slave girls 
captured in war, but my heart was neve r touched till now." 

When the girl had rejoined her companions J eqe turned to 

Ndlovu: "Do tell me that girl' s name." 
" \ Vhy," he repli ed, "do you :isk ?- she ts but one among 

many 
" 1 have fall en in lovt: with her,'' sa id Jeqe. 
" Don' t," replied Ndlovu, " it would mean your death._ She 

has been chosen by the King's son. At present she will not 
have him , but she may change her mind . She is still too young 

to take love seriously." 
Once again the girl danced befo re Jcqe , who now sprang to 

his feet and danced the dance of the Zulus.. All applauded and 

Zaki (he had discovered her name) among them . 
While the dancing was still in full swing Jeqe sent one of 

Ndlovu's young boys to ask Zaki to come and talk to him. Zaki 
came at once and said " How did you, a stranger, come to know 

n 
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my name? And why did you a$k ml', who know vou not , to 
come and speak with you ? '' · 

As he listened to the g irl 's words, Jcq,; \\'as fasc inated by her 
white t eeth, her ' long eyelashes and her skin that gl istened like 
gleaming bronze. "Oh," thought Jcqe, "what lovely girl s 
they have in Tongaland ! " 

The gi rl stood before him as if to say," Look to your heart's 
content," but her words were, "Tell me, Sir, \\'hy you sent for 
me?" 

Then Jcgc, greatly daring, replied," I sent fo r you to t el l you 
that I love you. " 

The girl burst out laughing. " Wh::tt arc you say ing ! Who 
in the world arc you ? I don't cYcn know your name- and at 
the first sight of me you tell me you lo,·e me ! Take my advice 
and go back to Zululand ! " She then turnc<l her back on him 
and disappeared in the crowd. 

J cqe ca l led his dog and walked b:1ck to hi s hu t. J\11 the \\':1Y 
back he thought of Zaki and hi s unhappy posit ion. Ile was in 
love with a beautiful gi rl but had not so much as a chicken for 
the bride-price. " Oh," he thought, " if I on ly ha<l the cattle 
given me by Tshaka ! for I'm sure, if I had a chance, I could win 
her heart. The trouble is that she is being courted by the 
King's son. But come what may, I shall never give her up. 
There is st ill hope: she has not given her promise." While 
deep in these thoughts, N<l loYu came up and said , " 'Ne ll , Jcge, 
what did you th ink of the danr.c ? " 

" The dance was. all right, " said J cgc, " but the real joy was 
that lovely Zaki ! " 

"Forget her!" advised Ndlovu. "You will be ki ll ed if you 
say a word to her. M.any have courted her, b11t "hen the King's 
.son appeared in the picture they gave: way." 

"vVell, I shall give way to no one. No , by Tshaka, not I. 
If she accepts me we shall run away toget her. " 

"Have you forgotten," said Ndlovu, "all the hardship you 
suffered on the road, and are you thinking of lett ing that poor 
girl spend the night in the forest, surrounded by roaring lions ? 
Moreover, the King told me to watch you carefully, and shall I 
not get into trouble if you run away?" 

. "Even if I did run a\':ay, they could never hold you respon 
sible. Besides , they would be only too glad to hear that I had 
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left their couhtry. The Ubomho range is not far off .. \Ve 
could leave at 'night, sleep at the foot-hills, and next mornmg go 1 

up to Swaziland." 
"You kno\\' nothing of this country," sa id Ndlovu, " if you 

think you can travel <1 lonc with a girl. Why, tl~e forest is .full of 
elephants, hyenas, rhino and wild dogs. Zaki knows this only 
too well. Even if she loYcd you , she would refuse to run away 

with yo u by night. " , 
Next morning when Jcqc woke up he call ed one of Ndlovu s 

herd-bo ys and said , " Tell me where the girls of the kraal . we 
were in ycstcr<lay draw their \\'ater. l shall go down t o the n vc r 
you go an<l t ell Zaki that there is a girl from this kraal who would 

like to speak to her at th e ri ve r. " 
Jeqc went down to the river bank and waited. The la~ went 

to Zaki's home and played with the you ng boys till m1d-~ay 
he fore he had a chance to speak to Zaki. At last when the girls 
were preparing to go do wn to the river, he. was able to give hi s 
message. . When the gi rls arr ived and Z~lo saw J ~qc , she burst 
out laughing. " So you are the yo ung girl \\'ho Wished to speak 
to me ! You should be ashamed of yourscl f, Mr. Stranger, to 
come and teach our little boys to tell li es." Then changing her 
tone she added," hut even if he had said it was you who wanted 
me I should have come, for l long to hear of the deeds of heroes. 
Co~ragc I admire above all else , and .t he fame of your Zulu 

· has reacl1ed our cars 13ut tlus 1s a land o f cowards. warn ors , · , . 
Come and tell me about your wars." 

Zaki sat down and invited Jeqe to sit beside her on the grass. 
He obeyed, determined to <lo his best. And i1~ the_talc.s he told 
her truth and fiction blended in his ardent 11nag111at1on. He 
told of his battles with man and beast, and how all alone he had 
killed a rhinoceros . Zaki listened in wonder, while her heart 

fill ed with sympathy and admiration for the young Zulu. 
" You must come," said she, " to my home to -morrow and 

explain to all o f us the history and traditions of your great 

country." And so they parted for the clay. 
On the way home J egc thought, " l must not press too hard 

in my courting, for I haYe found the way to her heart. " 

The r.ext day when Jege and the herd-boy were walking along 
the river ba1~k, he sai<l, " 1 can't go back just yet ; go and ::isk 
Zaki to come down to the ri ver." Soon afterwards the hoy 
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returned, accompanied by Zaki. On thi s day she was dressed 
with beautiful simplicity. She wore a small bead apron in front, 
with a waist-belt hanging low at the back. Her shining skin 
glistened in the sunlight. 

Jeqe was speechless with the wonder of her bea~ty and could 
hardly take his eyes from off her. Indeed he had won her heart 
the day before when she looked so shyly at him, but he did not 
forget that she had prese rved her dignity and the pride of her 
girlish independence. He was now resolved more than ever to 
win her heart . 

He acted befo re her delighted eyes a battle of young warriors. 
He leaped from the ground , brandishing his shield and weapons. 
He showed her the wounds he had received in the fight at Qude
ni, but did not say that they had gone to steal cattle! 

Zaki 's heart was moved to its depths, for what she loved above 
all else was a stout hea rt . Then Jeqe said ," if you were a man, 
Zaki, what a wa rrior you would be ! " 

"Do you reall y think so ? " she replied, as she raised her arm 
and cl enched her fist. " Oh what fun it would be to have a real 
battle and knock my enemy head-over-heels ! " 

"Shake hands on that," sa id Jeqe , and they shook hands. He 
looked straight into her eyes and said, " Tel I me, Zaki , what do 
you think of me ? " 

Her hea rt was touched. H e dropped his weapons. He took 
her in his arms and kissed her. Zaki burst into tears, but 
whether they were tears of love, or pity, or fear, she knew not. 
She onl y knew that her heart was strangely moved, and by one 
she scarcely knew. Overcome by shame , she said " Let me go 
home now. In a <l ay or two let us meet here again, Jcqe." 

The boy and the dog turned homewards, and as Zaki saw 
them disappear in the trees she knew that her love for Jeqe was 
unconquerabl e. 

As the others were walking back the boy said, " That girl is 
in love with you. It is known all over the countryside that she 
won't let any man touch her with a finger-tip ." 

" What do you mean ! " said J cqe. 
"Its the sober truth ," replied the boy. "Look back now, 

and you will see her ga; ing after us." · 
"0 never mind," ~:.id Jeqe, "we shall know in a day or two 

what her answer wil I be.'' 
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The appointee\ clay came, as arranged by ~aki . Off they went, 
Jeqe, the boy, and the clog, down to the nver bank. Jeqc had 
kept the secret from the young men of the kraal. _Only N~lov~ 
himself knew of it. He was afraid that they might spoil his 
nest and that the bird would fly before she laid her eggs ! . He 

· told the young boy again and again not to me1:tion the su~J~ct. 
when they came to the meeting place, three gll"ls were_ waiting, 
Zaki and two older sisters. But Zaki was a different girl. Her 
bol<lnes·s had disappeared. It seemed that she wanted only to 

hide behind her sisters. 
Zaki's eldest sister was the first to speak. ""\Veil, Butelezi, 

· we have come with our sister Zaki, who asked us to aec~mpa_ny 
her that she might give y~u her answer, and _her ans,,·e r 1s this : 
she loves you, Butelezi, but in accordance with our custom, she 

· her hand and promise to be yours befo re you cannot give you , , . 
gladden her sisters' hearts with a gift of_ beads or some ~th_c_r 
present. We give you and Zaki our blessing : but go, Butelez1, 
and bring us our beads, and when you have got them, send yo~r 
boy to bring us word. We shall tell him where we may meet . 

" Oh, my sisters, if I may call you so now, must I go without 

cl · } Z· l · , " " No Brother we must obey the one wor wit 1 an . , , . 
customs of our country. Her heart is yours; do not be a~~1ous 
on that account. But first you must do what we told you . 

So ba~k they went, Jeqe, the boy , and the dog. Jeqe , 
immersed in thought, was silent and the boy was the fi:~t to 
speak. " Oh, bother those girls!" he said ; "what a nUisance 
they are ! I hate the sight of them: And they , ~~II you 
• Butclezi ' too. Where did they get your name from . 

« Do you know where we shall find the ornaments they want ? 
The kind that Zaki wore the day she appeared in all her finery?" 
« We shall have to walk all day, sleep in some kraal an~ return 
next day. I thought you had noticed them : the snail sh~lls 
from the pools near the sea, quite small. Some are wh'.te , 
others varicoloured. They thread them carefully on ·a stnng 

ak kl When they make a waist-belt they choose 
to m e a nee ace. . . . 
very small shells and thread them together on a stnng of soft 
buckskin to make the front apron. These arc th~ ornaments 
most prized by our girls. I wonder have the girls of your 

country the same fashion ? " 
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Jeqe was delight ed to hear ho\\' ti .. . . I . I icsl o1 na111 e11t s were tu be 
o Jtatnc( for he had had no idea ,,·here to get them. " 
boy that they would sta rt on the morrow Ile told the 

When J eqe reached home he asked ti. , 1e women to cook I . 
some porridge He a·d h . · 11m I . s, J . e was go111g down to the h 
~ 1e Usu tu turns northwards. Next morn in . sea , w ere 
Journey , the three fri en ds, Jeqc , the boy and ~'1 w1~h food for the 
to find the shell s. They reached th 1 • ie cog, started off 
were lucky to find bee : . b e p ace m the afternoon and 

- r 111 a neat - y ha-, I Af f 

i:~:,te~
1
!~astcn~\on to the spot w~et:: · the s~:11: ::r:n~tt~ 

baskc;s thc;y h~-(~
1 

h~-~ u~~:d 11~~lh t~\~: ·~-~~~~:(t\ _a nd filled the 
shell s were both large and small ·rnd f. . icasures . The 

. I . , · ' ' o va nous co lourn T 
wa1c s cvcn111g they retu rn ed to t i . I· .. , I I • . o-. ic ",1,1 w 1cre they I I [ 
given beer. They h·id fi . I I I . ta( )ecn ' ms 1cc t 1e porndge a t the riv .. I 
headman produced a pot of h , . I f Cl ' mt the 
down and slept. ec1 anc a tc r a good drink , they lay 

When they rc:1elu:d home next d· J k 
kraal to · k I · . ' ay cqe as cd the g irl s of th e 

' ma e 11111 two 111 cc she ll neck laces Tl . ·I 
cd and se t to work with a .. 11 'l'I ' · · 

1
e g11 s consent-

I ' 111 · 1cv made the neck! I 
w 1cn Jeqc saw the fini shed mirk hi s d~lig l t k . I aces anc H . t new no 1ounds . 

c told the boy to go at once and tell 7, k' ' . 
nceklaces were ready. Thcv re Ii ' d I . ,a ·1 s siste rs that the 
t hey drew water at th . ·. ··dp e t iat. they would mee t where 

c rive r -s, c On t hat d· J 
g irls of Ndlovu's 1·, .. ia l t 1· ' •

1
Y eqc asked two · ' ' • o come town t ti . . · . . . 

boy and the dog J-1. I I f o le J tvc. r with him, the 
· · e iat no ear because ti 11 k 

Ndlovu's kraal that . he ' ·1 Z· k'' . 1ey a ·new at . 
1 

v,s ,a I s accepted lover O f I 
g ,r. s ca rried t he ornaments in a bask•·t \VI . ne o t H.: 

I 
' ' · ~ · 1cn they re I I I 

spot t icv sat dow n on th. I . k . I . ·ac ice tie 
, : . · c J ,tn 111 t 1c shade of a tree . 

Soun Zak, appeared , with four o f I • . . . . . 
oldest of the girl s from Nell ' k \ Ct g 11 I eompan1ons. The 
. I ovu s · raal then s·1id "s· · I 

g rr s, and let us ha1·e a chat. " . ' ' ' it town, 

" Then Jeqc said " Well . ·I· I 
ornamen ts Q . , . ' _g11 s , have brought you your 

. . am tl e h.is them 111 her basket,. 
Qamtle opened her basket ·md I d . 

other . I ' s !Owe the treasures to the 
g1r s . And how delighted the w . .. . . 

k>1·elv shell s 1 « Vi l ., 
1 

Y e tc tu tece ,vc those 
· · w, t 1cv asked " h·td th k · 1 m~~ing t he necklaces!" . ' , e ·1nc thought of 

It was we " · I Q . 
f 

, . ' sa1t a111tlc " who nn ·J, t i . 
a ter these three I I • , • cc 1e111, 11·1th our sisters· 

· 1:1.c cun1e back " A d ,. 1 • ', n .. 1c porntccl to J cqc . the 
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boy, and the dog. " They had gathered them 011 the banks of 

the Usu tu '· 
Zaki's siste rs then tol<l her to get up and express their gratitude. 

Zaki rose up and stood before J cqe, he sprang to his feet and 

they clasped hands. J eqc then kissed Zaki's hand and her 

s ist ers began to sing : 
" We are Tonga girls of Soshangane, 

The people o f Soxaka 
We gladly W elcomc you, yo ung Sir, 

\Ve peo pl e of Soxaka." 

They dan ced and sang with g reat delight and enthusiasm, and 

then, whil e the others rested, the tall and grace ful Zaki sang 
alone the :,ong of th e S0x:1ka, as she came slowl y forward, her 

hca<l and feet gently marking the rhythm . 
Then the Ndhlovu girls join ed the others and both parties 

sang: 
"\Ve arc T onga girls o f Soshangane." 

At last one o f the g irl s ran back to the kraal and soon .returned 
with a calabash full of beer, a treat they all thoroughly enjoyed. 
ln the afte rn oo n the girls \\"en t home, leaving Jeqe, Z aki and the 
dog tll thcmscl vcs. J\t sunset J cqc and Zaki parted and 

returned to their kraals. 
Next m ornin g Jcqc t old the boy to ask Zaki t o come down to 

the meet ing place , and there they met soo n afterwards. 
"You know, ~aki," said Jeqc , I fl ed from my country to 

escape being buried in the King's grave. Otherwise I should 
n ever have kn.own the glory of your love ; and now I have been 
blessed by these wonderful days : But now we must plan how 
to ge t the lobola cattle. r did not sleep a wink las t night for 
tl;inking of it : and this is now m y plan . You an<l your sisters 
m ust ask for leave to cut I ushes on the banks o f the U su tu . I 
shall come and gather shel Is and yo u will make them into neck
laces for me. I shall take them over the mountains into Swazi
land, where l can get a sheep for two necklaces. I shall exchange 

the sheep fo r cattle to be your bride-price." 
Zaki was delighted w ith the plan and the next day Zaki fil}d 

her siste r, Jcqc and the dog, set out for the Usutu ri ver. When 
they reached the river bank they set to work with a will and 
e1·ery even ing returned to sleep in a kraal near by. Zaki, over

come by the sweet power of love , composed this song: 
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" Sweet is the memory 

. Of those happy d;ys, 
\Vhcn we were gatl1c1·1·11rr · l II J · ~ ~ 1c s cqc 

On the banks of the Usutu. . 

When we were gathering shells. Jeqc 
On that lovely ri\·er -bank · 

On the banks of the U sutu ." 

This so ng was composed b ' Z· k. 
love for one another and \Yh en~\-c:~\c\ 1:\:~lt~db ~:~t~ thci'.· 'tutual 
overcome with emotion H . f 1 

1 
s111g tt 1c was 

gaze at his love ly girl. . c o rgot tie she ll s and cou ld only 

Far away in the royal kraal the K' ' . . 
Zaki disco\·cred that sl . I d ' mg s son, who was courting 
swor~ to h . l . 1e ,a . accepted the Zulu stranger and he 
. ave us revenge. To his fa t! , . I • . d . ' 
feared he might thwart his I 'T 1c1 ie sai nothmg, for he 

. p an. re summoned a t d f fi 
young men and told t hem t o 'oi1 I . . . ,an o vc 
that led to the -ca Tl , lJ i_ uin, full y ar111etl, un the road 

~ · tey s cpt 111 a kraal n< t f f 
where J eqe z. k' . l I . > ar rom the one 

, , ..! . ,\ 1 ,llll 1er sister were s taying. 

I hat evcn111g the l1ead -man killed a . , I . . . 
who to ld him to ha,·c it re·1, J f · I . , t et c.1lf for the clm:f's so11 , 

"Y 0 1 11monthcfoll .· d 
he would return from ti , U . o,, mg ay, when te sutu n ver Th . . . . . 
when the sun was high in ti I . c next mormng 

. . ic ieavcns they s11i cd ti I 
pan1ons. Jcqc and Zal· · I . • 

1
c t 1rcc com-

·" ,1 were gat icnng shcl I l · 1 I . 
was cutting ru shes S dd l z 1 . • s, w ll e 1cr srnter 

I 
· · • u en Y .,;1" exclaimed " [ f I 

s uver clown my back I I . k . , cc a cold 

P
. · t lltl a wild beast · I k ' 
ick up your spear'< Je . I I· . , • is ur mg near. ·, qc. ta\·c tl\'O b t I 

stand by you ." •g s ones 1ere and will 

lkfon: she h· d f · h I . . ,1 1111 s Cl speaking and while J 
mg lus t wo spears his st' I· . d 1· I . cqc was collect -

' 

' ic' ,in 1tt e dancmg J · I I 1 
arge enough to protect I . I . s 11 c c t tat was just 
Tl llS rnnd the enemy 

tey rush ed at Tcqe shout' "y\lJ was upon them. 
girls ? ,, . ' • mg iat arc you doing with these 

Zaki sprang forward and said " y . 
was I who asked h ' t , , ou must questwn me. It 

" im o accompany us here." 
Stand back ! " they cried " 0 . . 

And they pushed I 'd . ur busmess is not with you " 

f 
ier as1 e Meatnrh ·1 h . . 

ast as her legs could a . ' ' i e er sister had fl ed as 
stood firm b11t ti c rry her to the neighbouring kraal Zaki' 

· · 1e voung me h d 1 · Jeqe. - n pus e ,er away and made for 
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Meainvhilc Jcqe had seized his great war spear and at his side 

stood his dog, qui vering with · excitement . Suddenly one of 
Ndlcbcnclc's men hurl ed his assagai. At the same moment the 
dog sprang at him and J cqe leaped to one side and the spea r 
buri ed itscl fin the sand. The dog, by tearin g at the man's skin 
dress, brought him to the ground. Jcqc stabbed him and cried 
aloud, "With my father's spear I have slain him, I, Jeqe, the 

Lion-hearted ! " 
The old lust of battle was strong within him . The others 

now pressed close. round him. One stabbed him in the wrist 
and his spear fell to the ground . Jcqe was now helpless but 
Zaki rushed up and stru ck his opponent on the head with a huge 

stone ancf he fell senseless at her feet. The dog now leaped 
upon the prostrate body and to re his very Ii fc out. The dog 

then attacked the chief's ,son , Jeqe's rival. It sp rang upon him 
from behind and buried its t ee th in his neck and b rought him to 
the ground. Another man rushed forw,1rd and stabbed the 

dog in the leg and grazed the young Chief's neck , as he lay upon 
the ground. Then another attacked and dro ve this spear right 

through the dog's bod y. 
Meanwhile, Jcqc was defending himself as ,,·ell as he co uld 

but with little strength, for the s ine\\' in his wrist had been 
severed . Only Zaki st ill continued to st ru ggle. She stood in 
front o f Jcqc and endeavoured to shield him from the spears of 
hi s foes. She herself was unhurt , foi~ the youn g chief had 

strictly forbidden his men to touch her. H owever, as she faced 
the enem y ii'), front, another sprang at her from the side and 
dragged her away hy main force. All no\\' rushed upon Jcqc 
and hurled him to the ground . I ,caving him bleeding and 

senseless, they hastened to the ass istan ce o f the young chief ,rho 
had fainted from loss o f blood . Th ey carried him down to the 
river where they bathed his \\'Ounds and applied herbs to stop 

the flow of blood . 
Nlcanwhile , Jeqe, still unconscious , and the dead men were 

lying in a heap . The survivors picked up the bodies o f their 

comrades and carried them to the kraal \\·here Jeqe, Zaki and her 

sister had been sleeping. Zaki continued t o struggle till they 
bound her hands and feet. They made a reed stretcher and 

carried her on it, while she cried aloud, " You have kill ed my 
beloved, kill me too , and bury me with hirn ! " But they sho,,·ed 
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11 0 _Pity and if it had de pended Clll t ltc111, I !icy wo u Id have stabbed 
her and avenged their comrade ,· he h·1 I 1-·1 1 l . I I 

I3 
. " · l " ec w1 I 1 t 1c stone 

ut they knew that , f they kil led '.l,aki tltc" Id . . trouble. -' wou ge t mto great 

Tl_1~ King's s_on was t reated ,rit l1 great care. l-l_c 
I I 

\\'as given 
mel tcrne to l nnk and hi s \\'ounds -.,·here the <log 1 d b' 
him b d . ' ia 1tten 

, were an aged. 1 hey nude him I ic cl d . · 
1 

· own an nex t 
mommg 1c had recovered T'i . I .. I . 

J 

· ' c l c.H men were bunc<l bu t 
eqc and the dog were left on the batt le fi e] l B . I , I · J 1 ' · c · u t t 1c spear 

w 11c l t 1ey thought had killed him had not p1'c1·c,-· I ~ 't I ' · I d . . · ~l u v1 a spot . 
it ia struck_ a nb and g lanced aside, only grazing the lung. . 

. All that n1gl1t Jeqc lay unconsl·ious, but i11 t he cold .. 
arr he rev ived b t J I I mornmg , ' u tc tal not tl1c s trength to stand up. His le r 

was badly swollen and his thirst intolerab le Tl 1 l g 
suffered t t I - ' · 10ug 1 1e 

. or ure , ie was able to rnll his bo<l y down to a pool of 
,~atcr -. 13ut he knew he must not <lrink, for the smcl l of blood 
~t0m _hrs woands wo~dd su rely attract the crocodiles and he had 
c ft hrs spear whe re it had fall en in the fig l1 t I-l - 1 bl . . . OWCVC L' lC was 

a e to sci atch a hole m the sand and from t hi s he obta' I f 
drops of water to relieve his thirs t:. ' mcc a ew 

And now he began to think of ·/~I·,· I 1· I' ll I . /,"' · rs eyes 1 cc w't l 
tears as he wlu spc rcd," I shall di e here :1 11 alone in the bush a1,11I 
never sec m)' Z·1l · . · " 11 · 1 l • "' ' 1 ,igam. - rs H'art w:rn fi ll , J · I I ·11 I , . , ' Cl wit 1 me ancho ly 
t r ,It ast, exhausted by suffering , lie fell asleep . 

CHAPTER \'ll l. 

lt was on this very day that Sitcla , the queen of the Tonga 
Joctors and diviners, left her island in the sea to teach her stud
ents the properti es o f roots and herbs that \\·ere to be found only 
on the m ainland . H er little boat was now close to where Jeqe 

was lying, but before it reached the shore her pupil s saw super
natural power emanating from Sitela. H er face was flu shed. 
She moan ed in agony : " Vve have a duty to perform," she 
exclaimed," row swi ftly , for there is som e one in distress: the 
spirits bid me hasten to hi s aid. Siqongwane, give me my 

divining crystal , whereby l sec the in visibl e ." 
She gazed into the mag ic glass and said, " I see a youth lyi ng 

on the shore. He seems to be wounded, for I sec blood, and 
there is his dog lying dead. A dreadful t hing has happened. 

Row to the sou thern end of that st rip o f sand." 
The rowers did as they were told and presently they could 

discern a yc,)llng man lying p rone upon the shore. The prow of 
the little boat grounded just beneath the point where Jeqe was 
lying. The rowers jumped o;,t and fastene<l the boat to a 

sharpened stake which they had driven into the sand . Then 
Sitela landed. She approached and saw that the you th \\'as not 
yet dead. She set to wo rk , upon him, stretching and rel ax ing 
his muscles . Consciousness retu rn ed to Jeqe , and he struggled 

to rise, but Sitcla held him down. 
"Spare my li fe,'' cried Jeqc, and let me be." 
Then one cou ld sec by the mm-cmcnts of her lips that there 

were !ici ngs with whom Sitcla was speaking . 
"Awake ! Awake .! " she cried, and at once Jcqc sat up. 
Then Sitcla said to her attendants , " Fill that calabash with 

water and bring it here."- She gave Jcqc a long draught and 
left him with the two rowers whil e she went into the bush to 

seek herbs with her students . 
As he sat by the little boat, Jeqc rapidly regained his st rength 

and told the rowers the story of the fight of the previous day. 
" They escaped ," he maintained , because they wounded me in 
the hand at the beginning of the contest : Otherwise I swear by 
Tsh aka T would have killed them all. What they did to my girl 
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T know not. If they have not killed her they wit I never keep 
her. Wl~cn I r~covcr my strength I shall take her back by 
force. 1 hey tlunk I am dead. They do not know that I 
_h:ll'c risen again, like the Dang:ibane plant . What a delight 
't was- that first fight ! I thought I was back again in Zulu
land, and the joy of battle rose in my heart: just when I was 
sure that they were at my mercy, the wound in my hand disabled 
me." 

In the afternoon Sitela returned with her four studcn ts. 
When th~y were yet some distance away, Jcqe asked who they 
were. 1 he rowers answered, " Did you not sec who it was who 
s~vcd your life? It is she who is corning now, our Queen 
S1tela, the ruler of the island of diviners , she to whom all secrets 
a re disclosed . " 

. When Sitet~ ~ame up, she said, "Take that man and put him 
1n the boat. I he shadows arc lengthening." 

With g reat: care they lifted J cqc and placed him in the boat 
They pulleu up the post to which the boat was fastened and 
threw it in with the rope, and then rowed back to the island 
Jeqe was sil ent and amazcu to see how a femal e w~s honoured 
and obeyed by her male att endant s. 

They now entered a lagoon where hippos wallowed and 
crocodil es barked on the sandy shore. They were surrounded 
by a forc~t of reeds and the water became brackish. They wern 
now row111g along a narrow path through the reeds that seemed 
to have been cu t especially for the boat. They rowed on till 
su nset and Jeqe had now no idea where he was. 

When it was quite dark Jcqc saw a light burning where there 
seemed t? be a littl e bay, and one could hear, coming across the 
water, cnes of welcome for Sitela, who answered, "All is well, 
my children ! " 

The row~rs threw out the post , those on the land drove it into 
the ground and fastened the boat's rope to it. Then Sitela 
went ashore. Her people knelt before her and cried, " \V"elcome 
back, our Queen and Mother, to whom the secrets of nature are 
revealed." 

S'.tela now ordered J eqe to be carried to the hut of Ngqele
ba111, who would heal his wounds and restore him to health. 
The attendants lifted Jeqe from the boat and carried him to the 
entrance to Ngqelcbani's cave. Presently an old man appeared , 
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to whom they told the story of th oc rescue o f Jcqc and how that 
Sitela had commanded that he be brought to him for treatment. 

Ngqelcbani was an emaciated old man. The skin of his _1ips 
was as stiff as dry ox-hide ; hi s shoulders we re ben t. He li ved 
alone . His food, already cooked, was brought to him by young 
boys. His duty was to look after watersprites , \\·erwolves and 

other animals and to combat witchcraft. 
When Jeqe entered the cave he noticed an evil odour, quite 

intolerable to his senses. " Take me out ! " he cried, " I can 
endure no longer." But the attendants refused and ordered 
him to go straight on. When they reachcu an opening in the 
rock a fresh breeze was blowing, and in a little courtyard the 
ground was strewn with the skins of all the animals ,~hich were to 
be found in that part of the country. Here they laid Jeqe down 
upon a heap of skins, while a young boy kindled a fire . Soon 
afterwards two other boys brought some thin gruel, which he 
swallowed thankfully, for he had taken no food that day. The 
boys then swept out the yard, rolled out rush mats and carried 

in a beautifully carved stool. . 
When all was ready, Sitcla entered, followed by male and 

female attendants, who criecl , "Hail, Princess !·· Sitela sat 
down upon the stool. Ngqclebani came forward and cried, 

' Hail Princess ! " 
Jeqe could see how great was her honour in the land. "And 

h " now," said Sitela," you must tell us w ence you came. 
Then Jeqe related the story of his birth, and how he came to 

Tshaka's court , and the King's death ; his escape from Zululand 
his coming to Tongaland; his love for Zaki and how it led to the 

quarrel with the people of Ndlebende. _ 
Sitela took her magic crystal that revealed to her all tlungs that 

she wished to see. Prc'>ently she announced, " They have not 
slain your beloved; she is at home. But to-morrow she_ will 
seek an opportunity to discover whether you are dead or still in 

the land of the living." 
" Oh, my Princess," exclaimed Jeqe, " if that be so, send me 

back to-morrow, that I may see her. " 
" Oh no I " replied Sitela, " you have come to our Island 

H ome and you will leave it onl y when yon have learnt all the 
lore of the land. In one way I can help you : I shall send 
messengers to find her and tell her _that you are still alive and in 
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good hands, where your 11·011nds will he healed ." This com
forted Jcqc. 

" l have brought you here,' ' sa id !-'itcla, "to he hea led by 
Ngqclcbani. When you have recovered you wil I learn the 
wisdom of the medicine man and bring health to all who suffer. 
Fear _nothing ; no harm will reach you here . Ngqelehani will 
see to that. There arc many caverns in the island , filled with 
strange animals that yo u have never seen. They tell me that 
when you were passi ng through the cave of the eYil spirits you 
could not endure the smell , and wished to escape. Those evil 
spirits have indeed a dreadful smell, and CYen when the demon 
has been driven out, the odour is nauseat ing. When we have 
taught you what we know, yo u will drive. out the evil spirits that 
bring madness to mankind and restore sanity to sufferers. I 
shall give you a magic crystal to help you in your work. But to 
learn otir wisdom takes time. There is much to be seen in our 
island. Sleep now in peace. To-morrow Ngqclebani will give 
\OU mcclicinc." 

As Sitela departed , all rose to their feet and cried," Farewell, 
Princess ! '' 

\ 

Before retiring to rest, Sitcla ordered two rowers to take -the 
boat and seek for Zaki , and tell her that Jcqc was alive , that he 
was being cared for on the island , that she was to return home 
and wait with pati ence- maybe for years. 

Jeqe did not sleep a wink that night. He was kept awake by 
the howling of animals that came in herds to be fed by Ngqele
bani . H e hid in a corner, fearing for his life, waiting wide
eyed till dawn appeared. 

Early next morning the rowers took out the boat _and returned 
to the spot where they had found Jeqc the previous day. There 
was no one to be seen, but the dog had been eaten either by 
hyaenas or crocodiles. They remained till ~id-day. 

Then suddenly, when th ey were thinking of rowing back, 
they saw a young girl approaching slowly, and as if searching for 
something . . They qllc? to her to come up . Startled by -the 
cry, the girl stopped and thought of flight, but they called out 
again," Come up! vVe have news of you r lover." Encouraged 
by these words she appro:ichcd. They told her that Jeqc had 
been found upon the shore, almost dead, that he had been saved 
hy the great island doctor , that she should have no fear , for he 
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would h L: hL:akd and tau ght th L: art of medi cine. I le would 
then lea\"e the island and they would mee t again . "Yesterday ," 
they said, " we saw the body o f yo ur dog lying on the sand, but 
to-clay it had disap peared ; it must have been eaten by wild 

animals." 
" H ave yo u reall y seen him? " asked Zaki . 

They gave her a clea r desc ripti on o f her lo\·e r : she was satis
fi ed , and went home with joy in her hea rt and th <.: hope that she · 
would see her beloved once aga in. Be fore departing, Zaki 
unfastened her nt:ckl aee and told th em to give it to Jeqe with her 

lov<.:. 
M eanwhil e, on the island Jcqc was being treated by Ngqele-

hani . He was made t o li e down at th e side of a pot filled with 

bark and herbs o f man y kinds. The po t was set upon three 
large stones and a fire kindl ed beneath . When the water boil ed 
he covered J cqc wit h two skins an d the stea m from the hot 
water brought ou t a g reat swea t. lie then bath ed him in the 
boiling water in which the herbs had been soak ing. Ile had 
put in a spray of the ci111amlilo pl:int to prc\·ent the steaming 
water from sco rching his skin. H e then rubbed him down with 
a dry cloth and hound hi s wo un ds \,·ith th <.: skin of a 

monitor lizard . 
N ew strength came to Jeqe and presentl y two young boys 

appeared with two di shes o f gru el, one for Ngqelebani and one 
fo r Jcqe. Before they had fini shed eating , the boys returned 
with a pot o f beer . Then they b rought food for the animals. 
N gqclcbani blew hi s whi stl e and strange crea tures rushed in, 
some in the shape of human dwa rfa walking on t,l"o feet . Great 
was the com motion and J cqc, ,l" itl1 fea r in hi s heart, crept back 
into his co rn er. Ngqelcbani call ed t ,) the an imals and herded 
them according to their kind . T o t he d warfs he gave beer 
dregs : to the waterspritcs he gave porridge. Then there arose 
a foarful din of howling and squeali ng as the younger animals 
were bitten an d sc rat ..-:hed bv the older ones. ·when they had 
d evoured their foo d, Ngqclcb:i ni blew hi s whistle and the 

animals returned to their lairs. Jcqc was amazed . He could 
not understand how or why all these animals were there. \ Vhen 
they hac' all ru !,hcd off , J cqc crep t up to Ngqclebani and asked 
him what was th e reason for the presence of all the animals he 

had , seen . 
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"D k " o you not now, answered Ngqelebani "that this -is tJ1, 
I f r . , c 
1ome o mcc 1c111e, where men study the science '? Every year 
one or_ two _c~me to learn the profound wisdom of Sitela. All 
the clucf d1v111crs and healers have ·studied here . When you 
ha:c rccovc1:cd your strength you will begin to study." 

fhc old man now gave Jcqe a long staff which helped him to 
totter about in the little courtyard. As the result of wise treat
me~t, he soon recovered and Ngqelebani announced that his 
patient was cured. Sitela then desired him to -be brought 
b~forc !~er. So Jeqc left the cave with Ngqclcbani and found 
!umsclf 111 a country of great heauty, with fields of maize reach
mg d~wn t!1c h,illside to a stream of clear watei·. At the foot of 
the hill S1tela s hut could be seen, where she dwelt with a 
number of boys and girl s in her service. 

. When they were near Sitcla's hut, they sa11· a yo ung girl run
nmg out to meet them. 

" ·The P,inccss," she announced, has no time to-day to sec 
J eqc. You had better bring him to-morrow 'I'o d . . - ay you 
must show lum all our work upon the island." 

So Ngqelebani_ and Jeqe turn ed back, and as they made their 
way to the top of a small hill , Jeqe noticed what seemed to be a 
fire 111 the distance. " What is that ? " he asked. " It is a 
f " ' orgc, answered Ngqelebani, "where iron is smelted from tl e 
rock. A little further away is another forge where the metal ~s 
beaten . into shape; and 01·er there is yet a third forge, where 
brass rings and ornaments are made to be worn on arm and 
;,nklc. 

. "Thal is most inte;·esting," said Jcqe, " for I have heard that 
111 our country iron is found in the Nkandla forest. vVhcn we 

. ~vent raiding near Qudeni, they showed us a mountain where 
'.ro.n was smelted for spears and hoes. But I did not know how 
1t 1s done." 

. "~ou ~~,ill see to-day," said his companion, "how we smelt 
iron m this country, but what your methods are I do not know." 

As they approached the furnace they could see the flames 
leaping high . Some men were carrying broken rock to the 
furnace wh'.le others were bringing charcoal to feed the flames . 
Oth~rs aga111 were separating and collecting the dross for re
he_at1~g a~d pounding. J eqe thought he had never seen such 
sk1JI 111 his own country. They passed on to the second and 
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third forges, where t he smiths were shaping spears and hoes. 
Jeqe longed to remain and watch the work but Ngqeleba ni 
hurried him away, for it was time to feed the animals. 

On the way back Je'qe looked enviously at the huts that look
ed so t idy and comfortable, far from the cave filled with 
an imals and their evi l smel l. But the word of the Princess had 
to be obeyed : he returned to the cave, with sorrow in his heart : 
the thought of li ving in the midst of all those dreadful an i111als 

was hateful to him . 
;rhe appointed day came on which J eqe was to visit the Princess 

in her hut. After breakfast Ngqelebani feel his an imals and they 
left the cave to go to the roya l hut. Sitela saw them when they 
were still far off, for she was outside her hut, t eaching four men 

to throw the bones . 
Her hut was quite out of the common. It had a wash of 

white clay, ancl the door was different from any other door he 
had ever seen : it was high ," and made of reeds, and she too was 
not dressed '1S he had seen her at th eir first mee ting. She wore 
a cloak of so ft catskin ; her hair ,1·as hanging loose; her face was 
beautiful, excep t for her eyes, which were too piercing : they 

sccmed to i;ec right through a man . 
Ngqclcbani approached and said, " Ilai I , Princess ! " and 

J eqe greeted with the same words. As Site la was sitting ,,·ith 
her back to the door, teaching her four pupils, she turned and 
called to a young boy attendant to bring a goat-skin for the 
visitors. Then she ·went back to her work without taking further 
notice. She filled both her hands with the bones, scattered 
them in front of her pupi Is and bade them read their meaning ; 
but the task was too difficult. So she explained how " 'hen one 
bone Jay in a certain position it had a definite meaning, and the 

significance of the relative positions they assumed. 

As Jeqe watched the lesson he wondered whether he, a poor 
stupid Zulu, would ever be able to learn even the names of all 
those bones! "But why," thought he , " 'should I bother about 

all this, for who w~uld take the trouble to teach me! " 

When Sitela had finished the lesson she asked Ngqelebani 
whether al I her animals were we! I. " They are we! l ," said 
Ngqdcbani . "And how," she asked, " are you getting on with 
the Zulu lad ? " " We are good friends ," he replied . She then 
turned to Jeqe. " Are you happy with us ? " she enquired. 

E 
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"Yes, truly," he replied. "And do you like Ngqelebani's 
animals?" she asked. " No," said Jcqc, " I have not yet 
learned to like them." " \ Vei l," she replied," you will soon be 
good friends. They arc my soldiers. No nation on earth 
could come here and· take my land . I would attack with them 
and you would see how they would fight." 

As she spoke her face softened, her smile exposed a tow of 
beautiful white teeth. On her ankles she wore copper rings; as 
she arose and arranged her cloak he saw her be! t adorned with 
large copper beads. She then entered her hut, but returned 
presently carrying a clay pot, three li ttle horns of the blue 
buck and a long reed. , She threw down the horns and said, 
" Stand up, my children ! " And the little horns stood up on 
end. Jeqe examined them careful ly. They stood close to
gether, the ends stopped up with glue to keep the power of the 
medicine safe within. They hopped up on to the recd and 
moved about on it. Sitcla then put· th e recd back into the pot. 

Jcqc was amazed to sec this display of magica l power and he 
noticed that the lips of the -Princc:;s were moving, for she was 
addressing the horns : suddenly one of them sprang up and 
fastened itself to her check. 1 Site la tried to brush it off with 
her hand and addressed it angri ly, but without effect, for the 
horn stil l clung to her cheek: she spoke to it again and the horn 
fell back into the pot with the others. 

Sitela then turned to Jeqe. "You must lea rn," she said, "to 
be a doctor. To-morrow Ngqclebani will bring you here to 
join my pupils and you will begin to learn." 

The next day he left the cave and went to li ve with the learners. 
His first ta~k was to learn the names 'and properties of the various 
roots and barks used in medicine and how to mix poisons with 
the fat of animals and rock powders. 

Accompanied by Sitela and the other lea rners he frequently 
went on expeditions to seek for herbs and other medicines used 
for the cure of dysentery and for the doctoring of women whose 
children died at birth . Though Jeqe was the last comer, by 
the encl of the firs t year he had surpassed al I the others in learn
ing. One day he approached Sitela and sa id, " I am lonely for 
my m J ther : could you look into the magic crystal and tell me 
whether my people at home are all wrll? '' 
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· I " c• l there in front of me Sitela took her crystal and sa1c ' ,,tanc 

and think of your dear ones! " 

J C(JC did as he was told. 
I · er· b·1nk I sec your " " . ·d I· " two 1uts on a riv ' · I see sa1 sic, I. d h 

h . ' I f . ground Your father is standing be un er. 
mot er Ill t 1c 01 e · b h s and 
The kraal is filled with cattle. I can see, too, your rot er, 

h " sisters. J\.11 arc wcl I at ome. 

Jeqe's heart was fi ll ed with joy , k b f . 
. - . f I cone! year he awo e e me One clay at the beginning o t 1c se ' . . 

· I .· . Now at this holll dawn and went down to bathe m t 1c 11ve1. , , cl . 
' k ! ·1th Onthc .way own, the Princess was wont to ta ·e a steam 1, . b f 

J 
oticed a fire burning near a bush and a large num er o 

eqe n cl' a naked woman ·mals both large and smal l , surroun mg .. 
am , , ' . . Tl \\'oman was exercising her 
dripping with persp1ratwn. ie ' , 1· d :! 

. I . I r bs Sn·1kes tzar s anc body by straining and re axmg t 1c ,m . , , ' . 
other reptiles were twined about her arms and neck . Tr~mblm~ 

I . d 1· e crept closer. The animals were lcap111g an 
anc amaze , cq . .

1 
l . ·l lt As the 

rushing forwards and backwards, 111 w1 t cxc1 cmc11 · I'd I 
Id I ly and on ly t 1en c i ie light grew stronger, Jeqe cou .sec c car ' 

r that it "·as Sitela the Princess. 
rca tsc ' ' I . I I , flat 11110n the 

I; .· g that she might have seen 11m, ic a) , . 
cat Ill ' 1 t bathe 111 the 

ground and the Princess prncceclcd on icr way o ' 

river. - · · I 
J 

. t to hide in the hush and after a long \\•a1t ic eqe now wen I he 
. . . She \l'ent to the spot w ierc s saw the Princess retu1 nmg. • I _ 

1 had had her steam bath, draped herself in her cloak anc ,cturncc 

to her home. . I · 
For five days after this the Princess refrained from teac 1mg; 

. 11 I near her hut . Sht: was attrndcd on!) 
and no man w.is a owct cl I . I .. obtained 
b maid-servants. J eqc now undcrstoo 10\\ s .1e 

y b t I. lips were sealed. He feared that i f he were to 
her power, u l\S • s· I ' . d he 

. h the had seen it might reach . itc as ea1s an mcnt10n w a . · ' 

would surely die. .
1 

I cl 
B the end of the second year Jcqe and one other, p~pt ia . 

lear~t al l that Sitcla could t each them of the art of healing .. A 

great 'festival was held on the day of the final tcel:emolmk~·sn. 
1 · to a baR o ,zarc s 1 

S. 1 , Jcqc a magic crysta , sc,l'n m ' ,, 
1tc a ga, e I h pt when 

and wr.rned him that he must ne,·er open t 1e a_g e:'~bel I 
' . . . . . order to hccomc 111v1s1 e w ten exorcising cvd spmts, 01 111 

pag~ing through clanger. 
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" Go in peace," said the Princess to her departing pupils, 
"with the medicines and the knowledge J have given you. Heal 
the sick, and beware of witchcraft. Once you begin to dabble 
in that evil art your power for healing will weaken, your power 

0

to 
divine the future will disappear. I shall follow your careers. 
All that you do will be clearly shown in my crystal. If you 
make a bad use of the rnedicines I have given you, al 1 your 
learning will be brought to naught.'· 

Then she looked hard at Jeqc and said, "Your Beloved is 
waiting for you. Make no attempt to seize her by force. Cross 
over the Ubombo mountains into Swaziland, where your services 
will be needed. After one month you will earn five head of 
cattle, for dysentery is raging west nf the Ubombo, in the land 
of the Swazis. To-night you will sleep at N<lhlovu's kraal. 
Send a messenger to tell your beloved where to meet you. She 
will accompany you for some distance and then return to her 
home." 

So Jcqc and his companion sailed away from the island, each 
carrying a sack of medicines., On reaching the mainland they 
separated : his companion going northward to his home in 
Tonga land. J cqc hastened to Ndhlovu 's kraal, where the 
people were amazed to sec him. 

" We thought you were dead," they said. " The followers of 
the chief's son came back and said they had killed you. The 
prince himself was eager to marry Zaki, but she refused." 

Then Jeqe told his own story, how that he had been rescued 
by the Island Princess, and had learnt the art of medicine. The 
people were delighted to hear this, for they had been troubled by 
the visits of a witch's baboon and wondered if Jcqc could drive 
the animal away. 

"If it comes," he replied," I will capture it with my medicine 
and kill it before I leave." He drove in two wooden pegs and 
then sent a messenger to tell Zaki to _come and meet him at a 
certain place on the northward road. 

Early tht' next morning a young girl saw the baboon climbing 
into the store hut : she cried out and frightened the baboon 
away. Jeqe blamed the girl for crying out; she should have 
summoned him quietly and he would have caught the baboon . 
"However,"said he," itwillneverset:foot ag~in in this kraal; it 
would even attack its master if he tried to force it to come here." 
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Jcqe did not remain in Ndhlovl.l's kraal. He _left that n:iorn
ing and met Zaki on the road. Great was the JOY of Zaki, she 
seemed to be walking on air now that after so long an absence 
her Jover had come back to her. In the meantime Zaki had 
grown into a tall girl with a well developed figure, but her parents 
were disgusted with her because she refused to marry the Y?un.g 
prince and give them an assured position in the royal kr:al. T~11s 
was :1. great grief to Zaki, but ,vhat could she do ? She lo,ed 
J eqe a1~d her Jove was the source of all her joy. And so on th~t 
day she seemed intoxicated with deli.ght. And .to J eqe, too it 
seemed a dream. He could not belteve that l11s helovecl had 
really come back to him. But their meeting was all too short 
and Zaki could not understand how Jcqc could leaYc her almost 

before they had time to sec one another. 
" I must hasten, my darling, to cross the mountains into 

Swaziland where I hear the people are dying of dysentery. r· 
must go, for I have studied this disease with special care. I 
shall certainly succeed and will soon have all the cattle I need for 
the bride-price. Before the year is out I shall take you from 
your father. I have told N db lovu that as soon ~s I own one 
beast J will send a messenger to him, and he will go to your 
father and with that beast he will ask for your hand. You see 
the sun is al ready high in the hca,vens : you had bet.ter go n~w, 
that you may reach home before sunset, for the land ts swarmmg 

with wild beasts." 
But Zaki persisted. She said she did not wish to go home : 

she wanted only to stay with Jeqc. Her family could come to 

fetch the cattle in Swaziland. 
But J cqe replied " The Princess, who taught me all I know, 

made me swear that I would not steal you from your parents. I 
want our marriage to be an honrmrable one, that all men may say 
I am as good a husband to you as the chief's son could have been. 
[ promise you I shall send word to you before long ; p_erh~ps I 
shall be able to come and visit you. To reach my destmat10n I 

' shall sleep but once upon the road. To-day I. sh~II sleep o:1 
the foot-hills and to-morrow I cross the mountams mto Swazi-

land ." 
\Vi·:h a great grief in her heart Zaki turned ~o go home,_ but she 

followed Jeqe with her eyes till at last he d1sappea~cd mto the 
bush , 'T\1en giving way to her sorrow. she sat down m the shad~ 
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of a tree and · bb d · f . so e as I her heart would br . k }l 
soo n <lned her eyes and tciok . I .· 1 . ca . owcver, she 

,l 111g 1tcr view f ti ' , 
sure that Jeqc would s . . 

0 
· 

1111
gs. She felt . oon i cturn to cla1·n her ·1 <l I b 

s mg the song they had c I . 'n s 1e cgan to 

1 
omposcL together wl I 

gat 1cring shells on th e ba11l f 1 U ien t icy were 
' '" o . t 1c sutu 

Before she h ad gone far she fell in with . 
her home kraal who had I . . some young m en from 

)CCn courtmg 111 tlic h 1 1 
of the mountain As sl . . ll 1 . ' aa s at t IC foot · · 1c wa ,Cl ·dong 111 ti · 
to ld th em the whole s to ry of Jc'. : ieir company she 
own lips : ho\\· that he h~d I . L,cl, ,i s ]she ha<l heard it from his 

I 
, ca1 ncl to 'c a doct 1 

JUt had nm1· left it fL1ll 1·1 · I , . or o>1 t 1c island · y qua1 ·1cL. ' 

In the late a fternoo n the)' rc·1cl1"<l l · . ' ~ 10111 c l\•Ie·1111 ,t ·1 J 
contmucd ]us journey Aft . . . · ' ' 11 e, cqc 

k 
· . · c1 som e hours he . 

raals whe re they were · I I l . . . came upon some 

l 
" 1av1ng their food II fl' 

1ccr and rested for .
1 

fe . . - · · - e was o ered ' 11 m111utcs 1\ s he . . 
,rid ...: st re tch of countr)' ,,,J1 c1·c ti . .. . \\ as passmg through a 1e1 c were I· .. I l 
found himsclfright in fro1 t f . no .i .1a ,; , ic sudden ly 
'l'I i o two frC'at lwus a m I d f 

icy were tcarinrr at th e . . . . ' f · ·' a e an cmale. ,, ca rcase o a fat koodo 1 .• 
sharp cry and the be·ists l ]- o. eqe gave a . ' s un ' away for they I , d 
H e then ran up and cut o ff ' . l,t eaten their fill. 
· - some mea t 1v1th his II 
it o ver his s houlder and continue l J . . . spear. e slung . I k l us Journey llef . . 
LJllltc ca r · lie entered .

1 
_. 11 _ . · , 01e1t was 

c . . L \I age with a mi xed I · 
,,waz1s and Tongas H I 1 . ' popu at10n of . c iac meat w1 th him ·1 I 
guest . Some young boys . k I I ' nc was a welcome l , . coo cc tic meat for h' 

t was here that he received dcfini t tm . 
epid emic in the di st ri c t f " 'l . c news of tlic terrible o i v ts111oana S . 'II 
told , had bee n w1·ped o1 t . lb . omc v1 ages, he was 

1 en tire y " W 1 
they said " in tli at d ' t .· · c c arc not set foo t " , 1s 11 ct and y ,·11 I . . , 
t here. \Ve g ive the countr~ a wid:~1~1r1th JC/ fool 1f you go up 
before turning westwards." am go north to Goba 

" Have you no doctors ' " ]· i J . . as ,ec eqe " [f 
a fraid t o go a nd tend th e . I· I . · you people are 

sic'' am go mg the ·e f 
never cal I myself a docto r if I . r· . _ 1 now, or I could 

N . wctc a raid of sickness" 
ext mornmg th e rising sun fo d I . . . 

H e climbe<l the U bombo .· _ un llm already on the road : 
River . When he reached1.tahn~c JUSt to the north of the Usutu 

I 
c top of the p h . 

t 1erc was no sign o f t . ir h _ ass e noticed that 
ra111c on t e road I I fi . 

came to there was not a 1 1· . n t 1c 1rst village he 
' ' so u a 1vc thou ] I 

around . H e continued no th '1 g l catt c were grazing all 
I r wans and came t ·11 
ic was glad to !tear the so und of I , . o a v1 age where 

nm1a11 ,·o,cci:; : he went to the 
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top of the kraal and~greeted the occupants. They came out and 
gazed at him with curiosity, for it' was a long time since any 

travelle r had dared to come that w ay . In answer to questions, 

Jcqc said that he had come up from the low country, from the 
land of Ndhlebende ; but that he was a Zulu by birth. " I came 
to Tongaland. when quite a young boy, and have studied medicine. 

I hear you arc suffering from an epidemic of dysentery: I have 

made a special stud y of this disease and the various methods of 

treatment ." . 
"\Vhat do you say ? " they cried . " Can you really cure us? 

We who have been deserted by doctors--not to mention ordinary 

people . No one nmv travels along the roads that p ass through 

this district . You are indeed a brave man. In all these houses 
you will find corpses. l\ilen and women are buried every day 

and the smell of death is everywhere. Do you see that heifer 

outside the fence ? If you can cure us , consider that your first 

fee." 
" I accept," said Jec1c , " and now l want a young boy to help 

me prepare my medicines ." 
They gave him a s trong young man whom he told to fetch a 

beer pot, to clean it, fill it with water and put it on the fire . Jeqe 
then openc<l his medicine bag and took out some reddish bark, 
ground it down and poured the powder into an empty horn . 
I le went out into the veld and dug up certain fever medicines 

and pulled off the bark of a \Yild fruit tree. This he ground 
down and mixed with the powder that was already in his horn . 

Accompanied by his servant he went to a distant ravine and came 

back with many more he rbs which he put into the pot t o boil. 

When the mixture had been boiling for a considerable time, h e 

took it off the fire . J!c th en ground down some more herbs and 

poured them into another pot filled with water ; from this pot he 
gave a dose to everyo1tc, " ·hethcr they were sick or healthy. 

When the medicine that had been boiling on the fire had cooled 

clown sufficiently, he gave a dose to th e twcl ve patients under his 

care . He gave them al 1 an e1H:ma and another strong close of 

medicine. 
All that night Jcqe attended to his patients without a wink of 

sleep. There was one girl who was not expected to survive the 
night. She was covered with sores, but his medicine prevented 

them. from spreading. He gave her draughts from herbs imd 

' ' 

'·· 
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roots Durin tl . I · g IC 111g it her appetit. . . . 
to take a little gruel SI I . l l ctu1 ncd and she was able 

WI . • IC t.1cn fcl I tnto a gentle sleep 
icn the sun rose next morn. . . 

rest. The headman of th k .. mg, Jcqc was able to take a short 
d c 1aal woke ca ·I d c 

aughtcr, whom he had . • t y an ,ound that his 

I 
. expected to bur)' ti <l 

w l!Spcr quietly Th 
1 

mt ay, was able to 
. c ot iers were dist' tl b 

passed a tolerable nigl1t I I . . me y etter and had · n t1 "1r dt ·, d. 
arrangements had bee 1 • ,e ,stress all sanitary 

. n neg ccted a, •d tl II . 
terrible . . Jcqe and his tt I . ie smc Ill the huts was 
l a cm ant cleaned a d l 

t ioroughly. They sprinkled the fl , . n swept tie huts out 
~nd destroyed the. swarms of fli es oorn mth cleansing medicine 
msects that persecuted ti . ' g1 eat blue-bottles and other 

' 1c patients. 

J cqc and his attendant then cl . • . 
country along the ro d b ~Sc.ended rnto the low thorn 

I 
, cl a Y which the J l 

m seen there manv h I' I y iac come for he 

I 
. , . er ls t mt could not 1 c , 

a t1tu<lc. They stri11pc<l ff I . ·k le ,ouncl at the higher 
. I o 1,ll and <lug f 

wit 1 a great arn1ful of - c1 · . or roots and returned 
l b me 1c111es Tl ant oiled and given to th . k. iesc were ground down 

n 1 f h. c sic · · After se , cl um Jer o is patients I d , en ays a large 

h 
rn recovered entir 1 Th 

een verv ill were m J h e y. osc who had 
- . uc 1 ctter Bef . I 
final cl eansi ng ceremony he w~s o,e ic had performed the 
where he worked b)' cl·1y . I . called away to other villages 

' ,im night I-I • 
successful, nea rl y all hi . . . ere , too, he was most 

s patients recove red and onl f . 
At the first vi lla I . . ya ew cited. 

l
. . ge IC I\ as given fiv. b . 

pre immary gift of a h .f e easts, mclucling the 

f 
~ ' c1 er. Al the . I 

ore the month was J sccont two bests and b . comp ctcd he h I . ' c-
cattle. The headman of th l" . aL acquired twenty head ot 
kraal to tell of the wondcrf:I< istnct sent messengers to the royal 
land. With five head of . t ,success <if the doctor from Tong. ·1-

l ca t e and t , 
on _t 1e road, Jcqc returned to Ndll wo,Young mc11 tu help him 
arnved he said to Ndhlovu "Got io,vu s.kraal. As soon ns he 
have come to claim her as ,n b _do Zaki s home and say that I 
th· b · · ' 1

Y n c. H c ndc-pncc; the fifth ,. ,1 I ere arc four· beasts for 
day." "1 JC s laughtered on our wedding 

But Ndhlovu refused "y 
,~edding here. It wouicI cer t:~1 cannot, " he said, "have your 
give her father all the cattle . T/~ :cad l~: trouble. You must 
that the chief's son . , ·11 . ke )our wife and go. Rememb 1s st1 very s b er 
taken '' J . ore a out this gi I th . eqe realrncd the truth of ti , ~ r at you have 

1c~e words . 
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Ndlhovu brought the cattle to Zaki 's father and after three 
days she packed up her possessions in four mats and hastened 
to join her lover . So Jcqc and Zaki were married, and together 

they returned to Swaziland. 
But Zaki's father was not satisfied, and told Jeqe he must 

come back with two more head of cattle, and Jcqe said, " If you 
send some young boys wit!~ us , they can bring them back." 

" I will send them," said the old man, " after three months . 
By that time I shall know whether the sickness has disappeared 

entirely." 
Soon after the return of Jeqe and his bride to Swaziland, word 

came from the royal kraal to say that the king wished to see the 
doctor who had cured his people . Jeqc waited for six days and 
then made his way to the Court of the king, leaving Zaki behind 
in the village of Dhlamini. As he was now a famous doctor, he 
had two boys to carry his equipment. On his arrival at the royal 
Court, he first gave a display of his magical powers, performing 
all the wonders he had learned on the island . He then treated 
the king and his children and rose to a position of high favour at 

the Court. 
He now asked the King to send for Zaki, and when she arrived 

the king built him a kraal and gave him two band-maidens who 
had accompanied a bride but lately married into the royal house 
hold . This is a Swazi custom: Young girls accompany the 
daughter of a great chief when she leaves her home to be married. 
They remain with the bride as her servants; the husband can 
either make them his wives, if he so desires, or can give them 

away to others and receive cattle for them. 

And so Jcqc in his new home had three wives. The power of 
his medicine was irresistible and he became the Ki1~g's chief 
doctor. His fame .spread even to the court of Dinganc, the Zulu 
King. I-le was nut now known by the name of Jeqc, or by his 
clan name , Butclezi. I-le had taken the name of Mshayikazi 
Mcunu and under that name his fame had spread. He told Zaki 
that she must never under any circumstances refer to him as 

Butelezi . 
One day the chief incluna came to instruct Jeqe in his new 

duties. " Our King," said he, " is aware that you are an '.!xpert 
doctor in case of sickness, but it.is well that you should also know 
the customs 0f our people. You are here to guard the King' s 
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health and you must never use your medicines upon the common 
people. There arc certain huts here to which the people are not 
admitted. Though you arc a doctor, you must not dare to enter 
them unless expressly ordered to <lo so by the King. There is a 
small place fenced off at the top of the cattle kraal where none 
may enter except the young sons of the King. To all others it 
is death. It is here that the Kiug bathes when he is preparing 
for the Incwala festival. He enters the enclosure at nightfall 
with his medicine man, who " doctorn" him in secret. 

Other doctors fill him with the lust for battle which is passed 
on to the warriors when they meet the enemy in war. Then 
there ire the so rcerers ,vith the po\\'er to fly by night. All 
these doctors strengthen the King that he may become the bul
wark of the nation . 

There is another important doctor who produces the medicine 
by which the King rules the sky. For here in Swaziland the 
King is the rain-maker. When the land is stricken with drought 
all the other nat ions come hither to beg for rain. The name of 
this medicine is called zihlati. No other man but the king alone 
may use this medicine. It is brought from afar by special 
messengers when the King is about to bring the rain . It is 
st irred briskly and when the froth of it rises up and overflows, 
the King addresses the sp irits :md prays for rain . You know 
that here in Swaziland we have :1 King and a Queen-Mother, and 
both are rain -makers. Storm r,.:i n, that comes with thunder, is 
made by the King. The soft r.1in that falls continuously is 
made by the Queen-Mother. The Queen-Mother is expected 
to give birth to one male child and thereafter know no man. 
Both the mother and the child will have royal authority. The 
Queen-Mother has the titl e " Great Elephant," but is not greet
ed with the royal salute Bayede . If her son dies, the Queen
Mother takes over the government of the country, supported by 
a council of chiefs and indunas. 

" Now your duties are to tend all cases of sickness in the royal 
kraal and to strengthen the King that he be not assailed from the 
evil power of witchcraft ; therefore you must know all the 
customs of our country and our life here in the royal kraal." 

The great T11 cwa/a festival is a strong bond of u~ity and brings 
t~gether the whole Swazi nation. It takes place at the begin
mng of the summer when the early mai:.:e is ripe. The prelimi-
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nary frstival is called " The Dcfiann : of t he King. " Special 
doctors supply the medicines with " ·hich the. I~ing defie~ ~is 
enemies. I [c ri ses at dawn and squirts the mcd1cme at the nsmg 
sun and in the evening he squirts at the sunse t. Ile then dances 
with his w::irriors in the cattle kraal. On the day of the great 
Festival, al I the warriors have assembled and the King eats .the 
gourd that giows only at the foot of th e Ubombo mountams. 
This gourd docs no t so ft en " ·hen cooked by .common peo~le. 
It only becomes soft when cooked by the King, aftc~ havmg 
been treated by th e doctors. Mcan,Yhile, the warnors are 
engaged in dancing. [n their huts is the savo.ur of '.neat. The 
King slaughters many cattl e and " ·omen and girls bring the food 

to thei r men-fnlk . 
On one o f the seven Jays of the Festirnl a black bull is killed 

by the warriors : it is caught and beaten to death \\·ith their fists. 
The llesh is roasted in the cattle kraal, the hones are carefully 
collected and burnt, and when the smoke rises high, all the people 
rejoice. They give ' thanks !o their Kin~ and wish him and the 

countrv all success. 
Ami' now the Court praise rs march up and down in the cattle 

kraal, prni sing the [( ing: -
" i\ cunning warrior, he bides hi s time , 

A seeming harml ess bird, ,yith feeble wings 
He soars above all others. 
Our King Sobuza, greatest of hi s line. 
With spying eyes he spi es nut all the land , 
The crafty one who secs the coming storm 
H e grips his prey and from his gripping claws 
The red blood drips." 

The chiefs and the most famo us of the warriors are then 
praised and every heart is fill ed with a thrill of joy. 

There is another fest ival called the U111cwasho. Girls from 
all parts of the country are summoned to gather rce~s t~ make 
hut screens in the royal kraal. They also weed the Kmg s lands 

and dance in all their firiery. 
Court etiquette is strictly observed when the King. gr~nts an 

audience. The visitor is first brought up to the chief mduna 
who asks hi:n to state his business. If the matter is worthy of the 
King's attention, he is conducted to the royal presence and is 

granted an audience. ' 
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Into the apartmmts of the King's wives no grown man is 
allowed. to enter, but on ly young boys. An<l sometimes young 
girls of twcl vc or thirteen years arc cmp loyc<l to draw water and 
cook for the royal ladies. 

The King has his own special cook. His wives arc never 
allowed to cook for him. The King neve r drinks cold water. 

It must first be boiled and he drinks it while it is still hot. 

The chief induna then p oin ted to a d istant mountain. "That 

mountain," he sa id, " has m any strong positions . No nation in 
th e world could dri vc the Swazis out of them. When the country 
is attacked, large quantities of su pplies arc brought there . Some 

medicines that belonged to former kings arc kept there." Then 

pointing to another mountain, the induna continued. "Over 

there arc forges where iron is smelted an d hoes arc made, and 
lower down copper is worked and ornaments arc made from it. 
And those magic weights an.: made there by which the King is 

given power to weigh down his enem ies. And you will ~ever 
win the conndence of the !3wazis unless you procure those weights 
from the iron workers." 

" A you ng bride may not take sour milk in her husband's 
home till he has offered it to her himsc l f. The bridegroom 
points out th e beast whi ch is to he hers and offers he r sour·milk. 

She t akes it in her two hands, and he says, 'To-day you may eat 
sour milk in our home; there is the beast with which I give it to 

you . That beast is now yours. When your so n marries, it will · 
be part of his lobo!a.' " 

"vVith regard to sour milk," said J cqc, "our customs are the 
same. But tell me what happe ns when the King dies?" 

" That is an important qncstion," repli ed the induna, "and I 
shall tell you ,·.-hat we do. 

" When the King dies , t he body is prepared for the grave by 
headmen and indunas. I t is then placed on a bier of reeds and 

wicker-work and carried in to the great hut . T en black oxen 

ai1d one black goat are supplied by the chief men in the land . 

Ten women are chosen from the King's wives and also the Court 

cook. The King's pots and dishes and finery are all collected 
and in the dead of night the procession of mourners leaves the 
royal kraal. The corpse is carried by members of the King's 
age group whn relieve c:ieh other at in tervals. The grave i11 in a 
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' 
naturnl cave on the top or a high mountai·n where all the Kings 

of Swaziland are buried. Lit by torches, the pall-bearers en ter 
. the cave and place the King's corpse in his last resting place. 
Then the ten black oxen and th e black goat arc brought in and 
slaught ered. Then his wives an d the court cook arc sacrificed 
and sen t to attend their king in the under-world . 

"Then the V(1icc of th e cou rt praiser is hea rd : he s ings the 
praises of the departed kings of S\\'aziland, and no\\' he cries, 

"' vVe send to you another king o f illustrious fame, and here 
are the cattle that \ve have sacrinced to you, the guardian spirits 
of our native land. ' The mourners then leave the g rave. They 
bathe in the river and return to their homes at day-break." 

'.' What is the pcrio9 o f mourning," asked J cqe, " for the 
King 's wives ?" 

"They mourn," replied the Induna " for three years. They 
gather grass to make head -hands and th ey wea r grass girdles 

rou nd the breasts and loins and concea l "·hatc,·e r beauty th ey 
p ossess . At the encl of the third year the whole family is collect
ed, beer is brewed , cattle are slaught ered and a g reat feast is he ld, 
for th e period of mourning is over. The King's widows arc 
then marri ed to the brothers o r the lat e King. , Sometimes, 
howeve r , they thems::lvcs choose their second husban d s: hut 
all the children arc considered to belong to the dead King and 
a rc the King's legacy." 



CHAPTER X. 

Now when Dingane heard of the fame of th e Swazi doctor of 
the Mcunu clan, he sent word to Sobuza, the Swazi king, re-. 
questing him to send this doctor to cure a sickn_ess t!1at had 
broken out in his famil y. His children ancl favourite wife were 
dangerously ill. Sobuza agreed and Jeqe started on his journe~ 
escorted by two young boys and an old man from the Swazi 
court . 

When Jeqe reached Zululand he wore a long beard, while his 
hair, falling loose in plaits , covered his face completely so that 
those who had known him in hi s youth should not be able to 
recognise him. On arri vi ng at the King's court he_ at once di~
appeared into the hut that had been assigned to _him . He did 
not dare to join the gathering of men for fear he might be betray
ed. The first thing he did was to treat the King and after show
.ing his wonderous power he was feared and rcspcctc~ by all. 
The people said that no such doctor !tad ever been seen 111 Zulu
land. H e was permitted to enter th e women's quarters and he 
cured the King's children. For this he received a fee of thirty 
head of cattle. One day he ohtainc<l permission to go to the 
coast to gather shell-fish for medicine: H e le ft behind the ol_d 
man and one of the young boys who came with him from Swaz1-
lancl, and started off with the ·other boy : but hi s real purpose 
was to visit his parents. On reaching hi s old home he pretended 
to be a stranger, asking for nc\\·s . On the following clay he 
revealed himself to his father. He :;aid he migh t tell the news to 
his mother, but that no one else mu st know. 

Tears of joy poured from hi s mother 's eyes. " I am well 
content," she cri ed , " for I have seen my child whom I had 
never expected to see again." 

When all three were sitting at the top of the kraal , Jeqe began 
his story from the day o f Tshaka's dea th and his escape from the 
country. Now that he hart brushed back hi s hair from h_is 
forehead, they could see him cl early and there was no doubt m 
their mind~, for the fa mil y resembl ance 1rns st riking. His 
parents -ivarned him nat to remam for any length of time in 
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Zululand, for he would be betrayed by someone and Dingane 
would kill him. 

_ " I have no desire to remain in Zululand," replied Jeqet " I 
am here only because I wished to see you. I have finished my 
work in the royal kraal. .Moreove r, I cannot endure the new 
customs that now prevail , and the indiscriminate slaughter of the 
people. But I beseech you now to rescue my aged mother, and 
send her to me in Swaziland , where I can promise her a happy 
home. You may take a month over the journey, for you must go 
by easy stages-the slower the better. But you must think of 
an excuse to explain your going, for you are now old. I shall 
return to the Royal Kraal and wil I stay there for a few weeks. 
Then I will take my cattle and return to Swaziland." 

His father then began to describe the conditions under which 
they lived in Zululand. "Life," he said , "is not worth living. 
vVe long for T shaka to come bacl:, even though he troubled us 
with ceaseless warfare ; but D ingane has des troyed the country 
by cold-b looded murder . He has ki ll ed all the sons of his 
father Scnzangakona, Gubuzc la. uMhlangano , Matambo, Ma
cap~shiye, Mpansi, Ntsikal ende and Mbulali. UMpande is the 
only one left alive and that is because he shammed madness. 
Whenever he saw Dingane he would roll about in the dust, 
search for bones, smell them and throw them away. So Dingane 
was advised not to kill the poor fool and he spared his life . 

But in truth Mpande was no fool and gradual!y these who ·had 
tired of Dingane and hated his cruel lies began to gather round 
the younger brother. The disaffected continued to pour in and 
before long Mpande was at the head of a large section of the 
Zulu peopl e. Then the King said to Ndlela, his chief indu~a, 
"You told me that Mpande was foolish and that I must not kill 
him : but you see how he has stolen my people, and he has a 
family of sons, too, Cetshwayo, Hamu and Ziwedu." 

Dingane now sought an opportunity to destroy Mpande. He 
chose a herd of young cattl e, all of one colour, and told Ngca
ngwana and Matunjana to present them to Mpande, so that 
when his brother should come to return thanks he would be able 
to kill him ; he would bring his sons too and they also would be 
destroyed. 

Now on the day that the messengers left the royal kraal with 
the cattle for Mpande, Ndlela, the chief induna, whiRpered thei;e 
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words into Ngcangwana's cars : " When you bi<l Mpande fare
well, t ake your snuff-spoon from behind your ea r , as if about to 
smoke, put it clown somewhere and depart. \ Vhen you have 
proceeded some di stance on the homeward journey , tell your 
companion that you have forgo tten your spoon and return alone . 
Seek out Mpande and tell him quietly to cross the Tugcla r iver , 
for Dingane has determined to destroy him ." 

Ngcangwana and Matunjana brought the cattl e to Mpandc and 
said , " Here is a present fr,om your brother, the King. " Then 
all the women ran out and cri ed for joy, welcoming the coming 
of the cattl e. M pande now invited the messengers into his hut 
and slaught ered for them a red and white ox o f the famous 
Mbelebeleni herd. This was the herd that had caused such 
grief to Dingane because his mother had given them to Mpande 
and not to him. 

Now Ngcangwana remembered the wo rds of Ndlcla , and when 
he and his companion had proceeded some distance on the way 
home he returned alone to recove r hi s snuff-spoon. He found 
an op~ortunity to speak with Mpandc in secret and warned him 
of Dingane's murderous plan. So Mpand e gathered his people 
together and fl ed across th e Tugela, as is reco rded in his praise 
song: 

" The Red Ant that re fused the poison , 
The Red Ant, the son of Ndaba, 

The tempted so ri of Ndaba, 
Tempte::d by Ngcangwana and M atunjana, 

They t empted him with a herd of cattl e, 
King Mpandc the son of Mjokwana, t he son o f Ndaba." 

A quarrel now arose between the indunas of Dingane's army. 
Ndlela, the chief induna, quarrell ed with Nzob9, the next in 
power. Nzobo was ruthless and had no pity for the people , but 
Ndl ela was merciful. 

When Mpande had fl ed the count ry he conspired with the 
Boers to destroy Dingane. The Boers told Mpande he must 
point out his heir; he pointed to his son , Cetshawayo. The 
Boers then t ook an ox-yoke and pressing it beneath the boy's 
ear, cut t heir mark upon him . This, my son, is the prPsent 
situation in this country." 

As Jeqe listened to the story of all t hat had happened sin-:e he 
left Zululand, he felt he could never leave his home again and 
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w_h cn his fa th er_ had end ed his talc he cl imbed to the top of the 
11111 across the ri ve r where th e 1·illage g irl s used to fetch water in 
hi s childhood days. He sa t doll'n and let his eyes wander over 

· the hill s and woods wh ere he used to herd his father 's cattl e : he 
remembered the boys ,Yith whom he used to fence with sticks 
and the steep slope on which they played the insema game when 
th_ey roll e_cl the Euphorbi a root down the hill and flung their 
st icks at 1t . And he remembered how in those happy child
hood days he climbed up wild fruit-trees and se t snares for birds 
and how he and his companions ,rnuld dig up roo ts and ea~ 
them among the cat t le. And there in the distance was that 
great forest where th ey went in hunting pa rti es : and he 
re_memhered the words of th eir hun t ing song : 

" He struck doll'n the game 
With a g reat s tone. 

1-1<: st ruck down th e game 
\Vith a g reat s tone." 

_N tonga. was t_h~ leader of the party and sometimes th ey sang 
thi s so ng 111 deri sion- aft er ;m unsuccess ful day : 

" Our spea rs arc brig ht and sharp , 
Sharpened in our homes ; 

Rut where arc the buck ? 
Where ha1·c yo u hidd en th em a11·ay ? 

Where did yo u sleep last night ? " 
And agai n-

" Come out, ye hunters, 
Come hun t fo r the buck. 

You arc st ro nge r t han oxen , 
Come hunt fo r the bu ck. 

The buck has fallen , 
Laid low by our spea rs; 

Come out , ye hunters, 
Come hun t for the buck. " 

" Oh, those happy days ! " thought Jeqc, " neve r to return . 
And there all do,rn that rnll ey l was chased by old Sofoca , for I 
had allowed my cattl e to fe ed in his lands. Oh well , my lad ," he 
said to himse lf, " up you get, fo r it is time to go." 

When Jeqc re';urn e<l to Dinganc's roya l kraal it was crowded 
'vith doctors and diviners, summoned by Dingane. who wished 

r 



78 JEQE THE BODYSERVANT OF TSHAKA 

to test Jeqe and sec if he could thrn11· the hones as well as the 
Zulu experts and to sec wht:t hcr he equalled the Zulu diviners in 
magical power. As Jeqe entered his hut at the top of the kraal 
he was surprised to hear the doctors sneezing, yawning, moaning 
and groaning, as is their custom before exe rcising their powers. 
A messenger soon brought word from Dinganc to say that he 
was glad Jeqe had returned, bcsausc it was his wish to match 
him with the doctors and diviners of Zululand on the morrow. 

Next morning before dawn one could hear that the doctors· 
were busily engaged. The Ub ulawu medicine was foaming in 
pots; they themsel ves were groan ing and moaning and the whole 
kraal was ast ir. Jcqe took his bag of hones, scattered them on 
the fl oor and examined them carefu ll y. He picked them up, 
spat medicine on them, called them by their names and flung 
them down again. A smile of confidence spread ove r his face. 
" If I do not conquer them," he thought , " Sitela has taught me 
nothing." Then he replaced the bones in his bag. 

Now during the night Dinganc had given his feather plumes 
to an attendant and told him to bury them in the cattle kraal 
near the upper entrance. 

, v hen the su n was high in the heavens the King cnter-cd the 
cattle kraal and all the people assembled. Dinganc ordered his 
chief induna to sum~on the doctors. They entered the cattle 
kraal and the King produced a great pot of beer and each doctor 
and diviner drank from his ~11·n mug. Jeqe \\'as there too, with 
nothing but his bag of bones. 

Then Dingane stood up and said, " [ ha\'e summoned you, 
doctors and diviners, because a famous medicine man, both a 
healer and a diviner, has come from Swaziland . His fame had 
reached me and I sent for him to come and care for my children . 
First, I wish to match him against the di vi ners, and secondly, 
against the healers . I have hidden something inside this kraal 
I will give five head of cattle to the d iviner who brings it to me." 

The doctors sprang to their feet; they danced and groaned. 
Jeqe sat still and said nothing. The doctors entered the kraal 
and hunted everywhere, but found nothing. Jeqe examined 
the manure near where he was sitting ancl threw his bones ; he 
examined their positions carefu ll y and smiled. He picked them 
up , spoke to them, and thre,1· them down again . Then he said, 
" T have found what the King has hidden . Summon all the 
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doctors, that r may show them they arc bu t children compared to 
rne ." 

The King summoned them and Jeqe called his young attend
ant . " Go," he said, "and dig in the manure over there. 
You will find the feather head-dress of the King. Bring it here." · 

And sure enough, the boy found the head-dress buried be- ' 
neat h the manure and brought it to Jcqe, who placed it at tl~e 
King's feet. 

Then the King said, "You have indeed defeated all the 
diviners of Zululand. He then turned to these men. " I will 
spare your li\'cs, though you deserve to die. Your li ves have 
been one long deception, for you know nothing. Go home at 
once." 

f~lled with shame, the diviners left the catt le kraal, collec_ted 
their belongings and disappeared. Dingane then turned to the 
herbalists and said," I will now test you r magical powers." 

,Jeqc got up and fetched his medicine bag. He took out some 
roots and a small sk in . The doctors tried various tricks but 
cou ld. perform nothing of any importance. And .then J~qe's 
turn came. " Sirs," he said ," I want some milk in a small pot." 
They brought t he_ milk and Jcqe turned to the company. 

"You all sec thi s white milk: I shall put in it just one hair of 
this fox-skin and the milk will turn red ." And in truth, as soon 
as the fox's hair touched the milk, it turned blo~d-red. The 
King cried out," That is indeed a miracle." 

Then Jeqe said , "You sec these two dry sta lks. [ can make 
them walk. " He took a pot full of water, breathed into the 
sta lks and lo and behold, t·hc dry stalks began to hop about on the 
s11rface of the water ! 

Dingane then turned to Jcye. " You arc the victor. friend 
from Swaziland! Take your ca t t le.'' · 

Then he turned to hi s chie f induna. " Go to the women's 
quarters, seek out the most beautiful of the hand-maidens and 
bring her here . I wish to make a present of her to this famous 
doctor." All the company thanked for J eqe. 

That afternoon Dingane summoned Jeqe and said, " I want 
you to leave Swaziland and come and live with me. I will make 
you my chief doctor and build you a fine house.'' 

" I am filled with gratitude," replied Jcqe, " but T must first 
retu rn with the cattle and the hand -m~iden you have so grll• 
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ciously gi,-en me, so that my family will readily ag ree to come to 
Zululand when they sec the proofs of your generosity." 

The King raised no ohject ion but sa id he would give him two 
attendants to escort him on the road. 

Far away, at Jeqe's home, his aged father and mother were 
preparing to leave for Swazil and . Jeqe had told them that on 
the road they must ca ll themselves by the name that he had 
assumed in Swazil and. But bC'fore they had gone far, his 
mother , who was not accustomed to long journeys, began to 
suffer from her feet, and it was necessary to remain for some 
considerabl e time in a vill age hy the roadside till her feet 
recovered . So Jeqe and hi s party arri1·cd in Swaziland he fore his 
parents. 

Great \Yas the rejo icing when Jeqc came home with all his 
cattl e. H e was received by Zaki and the other women with 
shrill cries of joy . At that time Zaki 's e ldest son was old enough 
to be .a herd b,>y, and he ran round and rou'nd as he gazed with 
delight at the new addition to his father's herd. 

Th e two, Zulus who had been sent by Dinga nc to accompany 
Jeqe rested for some days and then went on to pay their respects 
to the Swazi King. The day before they left Jeqe killed a goat, 
to provide them with meat for the roa d . 

Twelve days after Jeqe 's return his fathe r and mother arri ved . 
He had already told his family that hi s parents would come. 
When they ar ri1-cd, the sprouted co rn was ,already steeped in 
readiness for the com ing feast. The day they arrived they were 
presented with a fat goat. They ,1-e re amazed at the size of 
Jeqe's family and wondered how he had obtained the cattle for 
,t he bride-price. He told them of the fee he had recei ved for 
cu ring the victims of the ep idemic ;1 nd of the present given him 
by the Swazi King. The women folk were busily engaged 
making beer for the party , while J eye himself t ended his mother; 
hot fomentations soon reduced the swelling in her feet and limbs. 

Jeqe then went to the royal kraal and told the King of his visi t 
to Dingane, who wished to keep him in Zululand : he said he 
had agreed to this, but onl y in ord er that he might leave Zulu
land without difficulty. He also informed th e King that he had 
invited his parents to come and sec his family and that he in
tended to give a feast in their honour. The King was delighted 
that J eqe had chosen to st:1y with hiin and not with Dinganc. 
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He pointed out a red bull as a ~ift to Jcqe's .fath er and promised 
to send two of the royal princes to grace the feast. Jeqe was 

. overjoyed to hear this and he also gave thanks for the bu! I. 

When the appointed day arrived the beer pots overflowed in 
Jeqe's kraal. Early that morning many cattle died for the son of 
Sikunyana. Jeqe slaughtered three oxen and the K ing's bull, 
and the young bride whom Dingane had given him s laughtered 
a· black and white calf. When the sun was high the roya l princes 
arrived, escorted by a company o f warriors. The whole kraal 
was filled with the savour of cooked meat , and singing had begun 
in some of the huts. The princes were shown to a hut for them
selves and their attendants , and an ox 'was slaughtered in their 
honour. Beer and meat were plentiful and tongues were loosen
ed . 

Presently one o f the company who kne11- the true story of 
J cqc's adventures began to sing his praises and mentioned his 
narrow escape from death at T shaka's funeral. This was over
heard by one of Dingane's men whQ had returned from the royal 
kraal. He kept his peace , but noted the features o f J eqe and his 
father. He was sure they were Zulus, and the story of the 
King's body-se rvant who had fled from Zululand when threaten
ed with death and burial in Tshaka's grave was well known to 
him . Howeve r , the singing and dancing continued, the 
beer flowed and no one thought of danger. Sikunyana and 
his wife were delighted to see how their son was honoured 
throughout the land. 

When the feast was over, the Zulus who had escorted Jeqe 
said good-bye. They had brought three skins from Dingane as 
a present for the Swazi King . Two were leopard skins and one 
a honey-cater. On th eir departure from the royal kraal the 
Swazi King had given them five buck skins , five wild-cat skins, 
a11d two cheetah skins, as a mark of respect to the Zulu King . 

Dingane was indeed delighted when he saw this tribute from 
S,vaziland, and when the skins were being spread out before him 

he asked, " What kind of a country is Swaziland and what did 
you see there ? " They had much to say of the feast that J eqe 
had given in honour of his parents from Zululand and they 
repeated what they had heard about him having been at one time 
a body-servant of Tshaka . On hearing this, the King pricked 
up his cars . 
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" Go," he said, and summon Sikunyana of the Ilutelezi clan, 
and if he cannot be found, bring hither his eldest son." , 

The ·mcn hastened to Sikunyana's home, but as there was no · 
sign of him, they came back with his eldest son. Dingane asked 
him where his father was. He replied tlwt his father and mother 
had gone to visit a daughter who had married north of the 
Imfolozi River. 

" Before they departed," enquired Dingane, " did anyone 
come to visit them in your home ? " 

"Yes, a young man did come,. who said he was from Swazi
land, but I never saw him. I only heard about him. He stayed 
but a short time and when he had gone, my father and mother 
also went away. That is all I know, and they have not yet 
returned." 

The King then -ordered hini: to go with two other men to his 
sister's house and enquire whether Sikunyana and his wife had 
arrived. They were to return at once with this information. 
After some days they returned with the news that Jeqe's parents 
had arrived and remained for three days. They had then left, 
saying that they were going to Swaziland. So Dinganc under- • 
stood that it was indeed Jcqe who had disguised himself while he 
was in the royal kraal. 

"So that was why," he exclaimed, ·' he alw~ys kept his face 
covered. I felt his evil influence upon me . I was never at case 

,. when sitting near him. He put the spirit of Tshaka upon me." 
The King summoned the people and told them that the doctor 

who had been tending the royal children was Jeqe, the son of 
Sikunyana, of the Butelezi clan. " He returned after years of 
exile and came to our royal kraal, with the evil influence of the 
late King within him." 

" His coming was disastrous," said Dingane. " I know not 
whether we shall in future be strong to conquer our enemies. 
How shall we purify ourselves from the spell he has cast upon 
us ? I would have your _yiews on this question, my warriors." 

Thell the captain of the army replied, · .. It wquld be well, 
Sire, to send messengers to the Swazi King, and tell him to send 
·hither this Jeqe , and his father, Sikunyana: as they are your 
Majesty's subjects he will not dare to refme." 

The words of the captain of the army prevailed and five m~n 
were chosen to be senna.the Swazi King with the demand that 

.• l 
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Sikunyana and his son, J eqe, the well -known doctor, be sent 
back to Zululand . 

\ .Vhcn the messengers arrived the King summoned Jeqe and 
told him of the demand of the Zulu King . But Jeqe refused to 
return to Zululand . "And if you , Sire," he pleaded," have no 
furth er need o f my services , let me go forth as a \.vanderer. To 
return to Dingane would mean instant death . And what would 
become of my fathe r and mother. ? They would die on the day 
l died. Dinganc wou ld slay them for not hav ing informed him 
when I declared myself to them." 

To which th e King replied , "You must indeed remain with 
me, for you have· in your care all the m edicine that protects the 
sovereignty o f the land. If you we re to return to Zululand 

' Dinganc would surely use you r powers to conquer this land ." 

On hearing these words from the King's own lips, Jeqc re
t urned to hi s home with joy in hi s heart. The King summoned · 
Dingane's m essengers an d said , " Tell yo ur roya l master that I 
wi ll never let Butelez i leave this land . He is my chief doctor 
and his father is now my subject." 

The messengers brought this answer back to Dingane and as 
a result a fierce war broke out between the two countries. 
Hostilities continued t ill Jeqe's eldest son, t he child of Zaki, 
was able to p lay his part in them. 

Aft er many years Jeqe's father and mother died in Swaziland, 
and were buried by their son and hi s chi ldren. T he war ·with 
Zululan d continued and Dingane, pierced by a Swazi spear, 
joined t he thousands who had fall en in this feud. 

J cqc I ivcd to a good old age and _wo n great fame as doctor to 
the royal household. At his death he le ft a numerous progeny 
and many herds o f catt le. His eldest son, too, became a doctor 
and though he never atta in ed to his fath er 's pre-eminence, his 
profound knowledge o f m ed icine made him respected through
out the land. 

Jeqe's chi ld ren always remembered with pride that though 

the Zulus conquered all the neighbouring tribes, they never con
quered the Swazis. This was clue to the power o f the medicines 
with which their father had st rengthen ed the army in his life
time 

Even to this day the name of Jcqe is remembered in Swaziland 
and mernhern of the Butelezi cl:in are still to be found in the land . 
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Zaki, too, lived to a great age, the mother of six children. 
She often sang her children to sleep with that old song she had 
made on the river-bank when her heart was filled with glowing 
love: 

" Sweet is the memory 
Of those happy days, . 

When we were gathering shells , .J eqe 
On the banks of the Usutu ; 

When we were gathering shells, Jeqe 
On that lovely river-bank, 

On the banks of the Usutu. 

FINIS 
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