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IN SILA l(A TSH AI(A 

ISAHLUK O I. 

U1nuzi wakwaDukuza 

Phakathi kol\'Ivoti neNonothi, ngasentshonalanga 
ul\1adundu6e, ngasempumalanga ulwandle, kwa­
kwakhiwe umuzi kaShaka ogama lawo uDukuza. 
Ilapho lapha uZu lu wayehlangana khona phambi 
kweNkosi. Umuntu wayezwa esekude nje ukuthi 
manje ngisondela koMkhulu. E6ona ukuhamba 
kwezinsizwa zakhona endleleni, zihamba sengathi 
zilungele ukushaya noma u6ani ezihlangana naye. 
Umuzi lo, ngo6a wawusegqumeni, wawu6onakala 
umuntu esekude. Uthango luzungeze umuzi yonke 
indawo. Kukhona iziga6a eziningi umuzi umunye. 
Enzansi nawo laphaya kukhona izindlu zezikhulu 
nezinduna zeNkosi, zihenqwe ngothango lwazo. 
Ngakwcsokudla kukhona izindlu za6aphatha 
ukudla kweNkosi, enhla kweza6o kukhona isi6aya 
samathole amasi awo adliwa iNkosi noMdlunku lu. 
Isiphondo sawo sibekene nesi6aya esingaphakathi. 
Laphaya enhla nomuzi kuyiSigodlo seNkosi no­
Mdlunkulu lapho kungena izinceku kuphela nazo 
zingena ngemise6enzi yaseSigodlweni noma zi6i­
ziwe kuphela. , vayengekho nje umuntukazana 
owayengangena khona. Ecaleni ukubekana nesi-
6aya samathole kwakukh ona izincllu zezinyanga 
zeNkosi neyesanusi esikhulu seNkosi. Zonke lezi­
zindlu zineziphondo zazo, eziphumela ngaphakathi 
kogange lomuzi luqonde enzansi, eziga6eni 
zomphakathi. Uthango oluphumela ngaphandle 
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lunamasango a6iyiwe ahlangana athi ngci, enga­
ngeni esigodlweni seNkosi noMdlunkulu wayo, 
kepha ebeke enzansi, kanti lawa esiGodlo ama­
sango abeke ecaleni oma6ili odwa engahlangani 
namanye amasango, ukuphela elaliqonde enzansi 
ecaleni nomuzi kuyilelo eliphuma liqonde esi6ayeni 
nasesihonqeni lapho kugezela iNkosi. 

Phakathi laphaya esiGodlweni kukhona izindlu 
zoMdlunkulu zik'ak'e indlu yeNkosi. Ecaleni 
laphaya kukhona indlu kanina weNkosi nama­
khosikazi kayise weNkosi. Okwakuye kuthi nxa 
enye yezintombi zeNkosi esikhulelwe iye ngakhona 
ilondolozwe kahle unina weNkosi. Nxa i6elethe 
intombazane ku6e kulungile, nxa iBelethe umfana 
afihlwe, anyenyiswe ayiswe koninalume iNkosi 
ingakamboni ngoba umfana wayesaBeka e6ukho­
sini sengathi uzothi angakhula a6angise u.vise, 
uyise engakagugi, izinhliziyo za6antu zinamathele 
kuye. 

UMdlunkulu wonke wawunezigqili zawo, eziwu­
phekelayo, ziwukhelele amanzi, ziwugeze, ziwe­
ndlalele, empeleni noma yini edingeka ngaphakathi 
yenziwe yizo izigqili. Ziphehla uvathi lokuBasa 
umlilo. Izinkuni zisondezwa umphakathi nga­
phandle eduze nesango lesiGodlo owauye uhambe 
uvuma amagama o6uphakathi Bwawo ukuze unga­
phumi uMdlunkulu nxa kusekhona isilisa eduze 
nesango lawo. Kuthike izigqili ziphume zitha­
Bathe izinkuni zizoBasa zipheke. INkosi yayinga­
phekelwa sifazane. Yayiphekelwa aBafana ase-
6eqinile, ukudla kwayo kuphathwa yisilisa. Nxa 
kuhlatshwa izinkomo eyeNkosi yayikhethwa 
ihlinzwe yilowo oku umseBenzi wakhe, ayi5eke 
endlini yenyama njengoBa noyiphekayo wayaziwa, 
ingaphekwa nje yiBo 6onke. ABantwana BeNkosi 
Bejwayele kwanina weNkosi Baze 6afe kuthiwa 
a6antwana, Bengadli nongazalwa yiNkosi, Badie 
Bodwa. 

INkosi yayiphuma iye eBandla ixoxe nezinduna 
okwakuyizo okuthi noma ifuna ukuhlasela iqale 

- !) -
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ilihlanganise nazo izwi. Nxa zenqa6a yehluleke; 
kakhulu nxa kwala .. uNdunankulu . Yayingazenzeli 
ngoku6ona kwayo, kakhulu ezinda6eni eziph~the­
lela ezizweni ezinye. Yayithi urna ishisekele 1funa 
ukweqa izwi lezinduna, kuze ku6izwe uzalo ne­
zikhulu eziphethe izwe layo zize kuxo?Ca l?loda6a, 
ku6onakale isigqi senkulurno lapho s1be k1se nga­
khona. Urna uda6a lunzihla kakhulu kuqoqwe 
zonke izinsika zezwe layo zizoyiphenyisisa leyo-
nda6a. . 

Omunye umuntu omkhulu phakathi_ kom~z1 ':e­
Nkosi kwakuyisangoma. Sasibula nJalo s16omsa 
iNkosi ukuthi izovelelwa yini, noma izohlasela 
sibule ukuthi izonqo6a noma izokwehlulwa, nezi­
gangi phakathi komuzi sizinuke ziBulawe. UBu­
khosi kwaku6e a6umi kahle ngaphandle kwesa­
nusi esihl akaniphileyo, esasiye sithi siyawu6ona 
umhlola okhona nozovela phakathi komuzi 
weNkosi. Noma seku6onakala ukuthi kudingeka 
uku6a kuhlatshelwe amadlozi kwakusho sona, 
sithi : "A6aphansi Bathukuthele ngokuthi nokuthi, 
kuhle Bahlatshelwe ukuze Bangalethi imihlola 
emi6i." 

Noma kugulwa, kwakuqala Rona sibule ukuthi 
lesisifo si6angwa yini emzini weNkosi. 

Sekuzovelake ornunye umuntu omkhulu eNdlu­
nkulu . Lomuntu inyanga yokwelapha. Yelapha 
ngaphakathi esiGodlweni kuphela,. Ing~ze ye~lele 
ezinduneni uma kuvume yona 1Nkos1. Emmye 
imithi ezoyifaka kula6a a6agulayo BaseNdlunkulu 
izoyibulelwa isanusi. 

Yayi6a umuntu ofunde kakhulu imikhando yoku­
qonela ezinye izizwe, ifunde izintelezi zokusha6a­
lalisa no6uthakathi, ifunde u6ulawu Bokwenza 
iNkosi ithandeke kuso sonke isizwe sayo, ihloni­
pheke inga6i novalo, i6e nesi5indi. 

Lenyanga yiyo eyayifunde imithi yokuchela 
impi yeNkosi ukuze ingehlulwa izitha; yayihlala 
njalo ibeke impilo yeNkosi nendlu yayo. Nxa 
iNkosi izohlasela isizwe esesa6ekayo, inyanga 
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yayithatha udengezi lokhai:nba! ku~izwe isalukazi 
esidala ithi kuso asichele 1mp1. S1qale nge6utho 
elikhul~ eliyintanga yeNkosi, sihambe sifafaza 
intelezi elungiswe inyanga, size siwaqede onke 
ama6utho, intelezi side siyikha ezimbizeni ezinkulu 
lapho i6ikade ithakwa khona inyanga. I<:uley~­
mbiza inhliziyo nesi6indi sengwe nebu6es1 nes1-
bejane nendlovu kwakungasileli. Okwakuma: 
ngaHsa ukuba inyamazanyana encane Inyengelez1 
yayingasileli namafutha ayo. 

Arnakhosi akwaZulu aye6a na6antu a6asondela 
kuwo ngaphezu kwezinceku, ngaphezu kwoMdlu­
nkulu-izinceleBana zawo. Umuntu onjalo waye­
Bizwa ngokuthi insila yeNkosi. Uye owayeyibu­
cunga nxashana igeza, uye owayebeka a6afana 
namantombazane ayelusa uMdlunkulu noma 
ungaphakathi esiGodlweni noma uyogeza. Na6a­
phatha ukudla kweNkosi 6a6e Boniswa uye. Utho 
olonakele phakathi kwoMdlunkulu uye owayelu­
hlola kuqala, neNkosi icwalwe uye. Umfana 
owayeco6ela igudu leNkosi, abeke _ukudla kway~ 
wayeBoniswa yiyo insila yeNkos1. Ngamazw1 
amafuphi insila yeNkosi yayinceku yezinceku 
eNkosini. Yayinga6izwa njenga6anye a6antu 
nxashana ifunwa iNkosi, owayeyimemeza wayethi, 
"Nanguy'uBani Bo!" isa6ele ngokuthi "Wen'­
omnyama !" njengo6a yayazi ukuthi i6izwa kanje 
ifunwa iNkosi. 

ISAHLUKO II. 

Ukuvela kukaJeqe 
Izi6ongo zikaTshaka ezithi, "Wathi esadl'ezinye 

wadla ezinye," zifanekisa isimo sakhe soku6a 
wayengahlali isikhathi eside engahlasele uku6a 
anqo6e izizwe, adle izinkomo, aphendule la6o 
a6anqo6ileyo 6a6e uZulu. Wayelazisa iqhawe 
alixoshise izinkomo. 
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Inda6a yethu isuka kokunye ukuhlasela kwakhe 
okwaveza u6uqhawe 6ukaJeqe: 

UJeqe lo kwakuyindodana kaSikhunyana 
wakwa.6uthelezi. Ukuze asondele kangaka ku­
Tshaka, kwaya ngo6a wam6ona u6uqhawe empini, 
lapho eyibungu eseliqinile ethwalele uyise uSikhu­
nyana. ,vayethwala ucansi lukayise nesikhwama 
sotshwele olugayiweyo. .6a6ekhona a6eNkosi 
a6ocansi nesicamelo negudu nesihlangu nemi­
khonto nesigubu samanzi nesotsh,•;ala, netshe 
likagwayi nenhla6a. INkosi yayiphatha uboko, 
kuthi lapho impi isisondele noma isl6onakala 
6uqamamana, i6e isi6iza induna enkulu uku6a 
ihlele ama6utho, isizoyiphaka, itha6athe izikhali 
zayo nesih langu. Lonke udi6i lolu olwethwele 
impahla yeNkosi lwaluye lukhonjiswe indawo 
lapho luzohlala khona. Imvama lwaluhlala 
endaweni ephakemeyo, lapho luzo6ona kahle uku-
6ambana kwayo, lubeke nalapho iNkosi ikhona 
ukuze lwazi uku6a luyohamba kanjani, lusheshe 
lufinyelele kuyo. 

Kwamanye amakhosi konke lokhu kwakunga­
dingeki, ngo6a ayehlala ekhaya, impi ihambe 
nezinduna. Kodwa ekusukeni kwakhe phansi, 
ukuqala kwakhe ukunqo6a izizwe uTshaka waye­
ziphathela mathupha impi yakhe, nezinduna 
zakhe zitshelwa uye ukuthi impi izo6amba kanjani. 

Wayejv,rayele uTshaka ukungena esi6aycni kn­
sondele kuye izinduna axoxe ezempi nazo. Uthi 
lapho exoxa ngelinye ilanga, uthi: "Sizoze 
sithambe amadolo, ake sih lasele ngalapha, siye 
kodla khona." 

Enye induna ithi: 
"Au, Nkonyane yeSilo, sisand'ukufika nje singa­

kaphumuli !" 
Athi uTshaka: "Qha,, siphumule kwanele." 

Nempela zivume ezinye izinduna. Ku6e sekuthu­
nyelwa njalo ezikhulwini kuthiwa azifike nama-
6utho. Zithi ziphela izinsuku ezisithupha ama­
dlangala a6e esegcwele ama6utho. Sekuzwakala 
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ngezaho. Sekunuka ulwas i lwenyama yonke 
indawo. Seziwe za6a ucasa izinkomo, kuhlatshelwa 
ama6utho. 

Ngeleshumi ilanga iNkosi ya6iza uNdunankulu 
yathi ma wavive ama6utho angene esi6ayeni 
phambi kwakhe. Asho izaga zawo aqoqana, 
angena aphelela. Adlala kwathunqa izintuli, 
amaqhawe se6ewa6onga ngokuhla6ana kwawo. 

Laqhamuka "Ilembe elidle amanye" enh la nesi-
6aya, liqhamuka selihlome seliphelele, selifake 
namasho6a alo. 

Zathukuthela zathelwa ngamanzi 1zmsizwa. 
lzinduna zashaya kwaze kwa6a 6uhlungu izingalo. 
Kuzona sengathi ngaku6e seziyanikwa khona 
lap ho. 

.6aqala 6avuma amahu6o amakhulu empi. Insila 
yeNkosi isilapha eduze kwayo. Inyanga isiyithake 
yaphelela intelezi yempi. Yachelwa yaze yenela. 

Wayikhipha ngama6utho ayo yaye yalala cndle 
ngaleyo mini. Udi6i luyalandela nempahla yama-
6utho. UTshaka uphelekezelwa isigejana sama­
qhawe, eduze kulandela a6athwele utshwala 6akhe 
nogqoko lwenyama, namacansi nesicamelo, nayo 
yonke into ayidingayo. Lathi lishona elangomhla 
wesithathu 6ephume ekhaya, 6a6eqhamuka ezweni 
lezitha a6azihlaseleyo. Yonke imizi yakhona 
eyencikene noZulu, yathutha konke okwayo, ne­
zinkomo nokudla na6afazi nezingane, isili6angise 
koMkhulu wa6o. 

INkosi yakhona isilivivile Jonke elayo izwe nga­
ma6utho. Kwathi ekuseni yayisibekene eduze. 
Udi6i selusele emuva, impi isiphethwe uye uTshaka 
uqobo. UJ eqe ulaphaya phakathi kodi6i. 

Wath' ukuba ayiphake okaNda6a ngaleyo mini, 
lokhu ihlanga6ezana ehlanzeni lezinqawe neminga, 
lapho imvula seyavula izindonga eqeleni, yezwa­
kala iMidlenevu ukuthi isiyilumekile eqeleni, izi­
Ndlondlo zathi "Niyadela nina senilapho" lwasha 
uthuli, lilodwa nje iqawe elithi: 
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Ngadla mina kaSo6ani Bani, othize wathi, wathi, 
munye nje othi: "Hloma wethu !" 

Lapho seku6engezela inswani phakathi kwezi­
nqawe, munye nje ogingqikayo. munye nje a6am­
thuthela ngeklwa 6amphonse odongeni. .6aya6u­
kela a6afana a6aludi6i 6e6uka 6elaphaya. Ilembe 
eladla amanye, amasho6a alo ehla enyuka phaka­
thi kwempi, lizihla6anela-kukhala inkumba lapho 
kuthi thu-thu-thu ! Kwa6amnyama umuntu wa­
ngaqonda ukuthi izozala nkomoni. Zaziyisunduza 
ngenhla eyako Tshaka, yaqala ukuhlehla ngoba 
isisindo sezitha sasingakuyo. 

Uthe uku6a a6one uJeae ukuthi liuna ukuza 
nayo, wathatha isijuyana sakhe nehawu, wathi: 

"Anongibekela umthwalo wami, ngisaya 
kokulwa." 

Nem6ala wathi galo yephuka, eqonde khona 
enkundleni yempi. Uthe efika nje esenephika 
lokugijima, wafica 6emlahla phansi umfo oliqhawe 
owayelwa eduze neNkosi. Aka6uzanga, wadimde 
waziphonsa nje kuleyonsizwa ende. Yathi iya­
thatha wahlanganisa ngehawana Jakhe, umkhonto 
washishiliza phezu kwalo. Wafola uJeqe wawu­
phisela esiswini waye waphuma emhlane, '\.vayi­
qethula ngesinquthu phansi - wa6ona izins izwa 
ezimbili sezi6ange kuye uqo6o uTshaka, wazi­
phonsa ngaphambi kwakhe uTshaka, wayigwaza 
enhliziyweni engakuye, wayethatha enye uTshaka 
ngeklwa lakhe. UJ eqe wathatha imikhonto emi-
6ili kulo amg"rnzileyo walwa, lapho uTshaka wa­
memeza, 6amuzwa ethi: 

"No6uyelaphi na ?" 
Lapho uJeqe asalwi usethi mhlola ! 'Rhona 

phambi kukaTshaka yamphisela ngeklwa uJeqe 
ethangeni insizwa, ithe iwukhipha umkhonto lay i­
thatha llembe eladla amanye . Waguqa phansi 
uJeqe. vVa6e uyathe uyasukuma kwala. Lapho 
isivuke ngokunye iMidlenevu izwa izwi likaTshaka 
- wayiqunga isi6indi, 6ayisunduza eyezitha; izi­
N dlondlo seziyilumekile ngenzansi, a6antu se6ewe 
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se6e ucaca, igazi seliyagoboza, munye nje osema­
thumbu esenekeke o6ala. .6ayisusa ya6aleka eye­
zitha. Lapho uTshaka esekhathele wahlala 
phansi kwesinqawe, wamemeza omunye umfo 
wathi: 

"Hamba ubeke inxe6a lalowo mfana." 
Wathi uku6a afike kuJeqe wa6ona ukuthi uli­

mele, wam6eletha wamsondeza eNkosini. Yathi 
iNkosi : 

"Ungoka6ani mfana?" Wathi: 
"Ngingoka Sikhunyana wakwa .6uthelezi." 

Yathi iNkosi : 
" Qha, ngiku6onile mfana ! Mthwaleni niyomge­

za inxe6a, nimthele amakhambi." 
.6ayixosha 6aye 6ayithela emakhaya, 6adla izi­

nkomo, a6anye 6a6uya nezintombi na6afana. 
Yakhukhulake impi isi6ange ekhaya kwaDukuza. 
USikhunyana wasa la noJeqe emzini wakwaQwa6e, 
emtho6a emelapha. Emva kwamasonto ama6ili 
waqala ukuhamba ngothi, ithe iphela inyanga 
wayeqala ukutotoBa, uyise ehamba emhlenga 6aye 
6afika ekhaya. .6ayafika ekhaya 6ezwa kuthiwa 
6ekufike isigijimi siphuma eNkosini sizo6uza 
kuSikhunyana ukuthi umfana unjani. .6asitshela 
ukuthi sekuyo6a ngozimakhaza, kodwa a6akafiki 
ekhaya. 

Kwa dlula isonto kwafika esinye isigijimi sesi6iza 
uSikhunyana uku6a aye koMkhulu . INkosi yafika 
yathi kuye: 

"U6ani i6izo lomfana wakho na?" Waphendula 
wathi: 

"NdaBa, i6izo lakhe uJeqe." Ya thi iNkosi: 
"Naziya izithole ezisihlanu nenkunzi yazo, ngi­

zixoshisa uJ eqe." 
.6a6onga 6onke a6a6ekhona. Yathi iNkosi: 
"Hamba nazo lezinkomo, umfana lowo ngiya­

mfuna uku6a eze Japha kimi." 
Nembala wazithatha izinkomo uSikhunyana, 

uthe uku6a afike nazo ekhaya kwaphuma umuzi 
wonke, lokhu sezisesi6ayeni. Sezwakala isifazana 
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singcwenga sithakazela izinkomo. Wamemeza 
ngezwi elikhulu uSikhunyana elandisa umuzi 
wakhe ethi: 

"Lezinkomo zixoshiswe uJ eqe yiNkosi." 
Uthe engakaligwinyi, uJ eqe wangena ngentu5a, 

wadlala Barn Bonga a5anewa5o Bathi: 
"Mlamlankunzi-ungaziyeka ziBulalane. Dlala 

Jeqe onjengempisi." 
6ak'ik'iza onina kwajatshulwa kwa5a nje; na5a­

newa5o ngo5a na5o 5a5engamaqhawe Badlala ! 
Lwatshakafula ol'uSikhunyana, lwangqongqotha 

um5umbuluzo walo ngempiselo lwathi: 
"P hindela khona J eqe onjengempisi." 
Waphinda wadlala uJeqe, Bak'ik'iza onina. 
K wadlula izinsuku ezisihlanu uSikhunyana 

wenza idili, lokhu sekuphekwe utshwala wahla5a 
inkomo yakhe e5omvu e5onga amadloz'i awoyise 
amsindise empini kanye namadodana akhe onke, 
amveza nakoMkhulu uku5a umfana wakhe avele 
eNkosini. Kwa5uthana sonke isigodi sakuBo Beza 
ko5usa. Wa5atshela-ke a5antu uSikhunyana 
ukuthi iNkosi imBizile uJeqe uku5a ayohlala kuyo. 
Wayesethi: 

"Mapheyana naBanawe Bakho. lungisani izikhali 
zenu, ngomhlomunye nophekezela uJeqe nimse 
kwaDukuza." 

Loku uMapheyana inkosana kaSikhunyana kanti 
usengenwe umona ngoJeqe. Inhliziyo yakhe isi-
6alisa ukuthi yini uku5a athi alwa kangaka 
okhalweni lwa5anta5aka Tayi, angenzelwa udumo 
lwenzelwe umfana ! Wala, wathi: 

"Mina angiyi lapho." 
Kwasuka isidumo phakathi komuzi kaSikhu­

nyana, wehlukana phakathi. A5akwa6o ka­
Mapheyana Bamvuna na5akwa5o kaJ eqe Bamvuna 
uJeqe. Yaze yahlomelana izinduku, uouthelezi 
wa6iza amanye amadoda akhelene nawo azocima 
loluthuli. Waphuma owakwa5o Mapheyana umuzi 
ya5a mi6ili imizi kaSikhunyana. ' 
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6amphekezela a6afowa5o a5athathu uJeqe. 
£asuka ekhaya Balala eMvoti. Mhla Bezongena 
koMkhulu lalise naseBukhweni Bezinja, lishaya 
umoyana omnandi wasentwasahlobo. Ayi, muntu 
wethu, azisavunule lapho izinsizwa zakwa­
£uthelezi sezithe mhlola. Zihlome zithe shi ! 
Zithe uku5a zingene esi5ayeni lokhu uTshaka 
uhlezi enhla nesi6aya, nezinduna, izinceku zipha­
kamise izihlangu phezu kwekhanda lakhe, u5eke 
isicathulwana sokhamba lotshwala, uxoxa impi, 
wezwakala umfo kaSikhunyana omdala kuna5anye 
edazuluka ngephimbo, e5onga uTshaka ! 

UL embe eladla amanye amalembe! 
Dlungwane kaN clafJa, 
Odlunge eManxitlumeni, 
K waze kwasa anianxuluma el!Jikelcma, 
Tshaka katshayeki, 
UN odimiehl ezi kaM enzi, 
UTshaka ngiyesafJa ukuthi nguT shaka, 
UTshaka kwakuyinkosi yaseMatshofJeni, 
I nkonw ekhal' emthonf eni, 
l zizwe zonke ziyizwile ikhala, 
Izwiwe 'UD unfwa waseLuye11g1ceni, 
Y ezwiwa uM angcengeza wakwa K hali. 
Ut'eku lwafJafaz1: l!Jakwa Monga/Ji, 
'faet' ekula 1/Jehlezi emlovini, 
'faethi uTshaka kayikuf;rusa kayul!Ja Nkosi, 
K anti yilapho ezakul!Jusa. 
Umlilo wothathe lcaMfokwane, 
Umlilo wothathe ufJuhanguhangu, 
Otshise izikhova eziseDlel/Je, 
K waye k1vasha neziseMal/Jedlana, 
Nclaf/Ja wak0Mkhi1lu! 

"Amanga Ngonyama ! Yithi a6afana Baka-
Sikhunyana wakwaouthelezi, sithunywe ngu5a5a, 
uthi asilethe uJ eqe, njengoBa iNkosi yayilayezile 
~h~azana imxoshisa izinkomo. Siyakhuleka thina 
z~nJa zakho, sithi thuthuka Ngonyama u5e ngange­
zinta5a." 
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W athi uTshaka : 
"Uphi uJeqe?" 
Wavela uJeqe wathi: 
"Ngilapha Nda6ezitha." 
Yashoke iNkosi yathi, 

"Uye lo? Nga wu6ona umhlanganiso wakhe eshiya 
a6anye a6afana, impi isisimele ka6i wafika wayi­
susa." W athi: 

"Sondela lapha mfana." 
UJeqe wakhwica ibeshu lakhe waguqa ngama­

dolo waye wasondela eNkosini. Yamthancla iNkosi, 
?am6onga yathi : 

"Uguqa ngedolo okhalweni lwa6antwana Baka 
Tayi." Ithe lapho isiphuma ngesi6onda esingenhla 
yam6iza, yamxoshisa isiphuku sokwembatha no­
cansi. Yamkhombisa ilawu azolala kulo eduze 
nelawu Jayo iNkosi esiGodlweni. 

INkosi ya6iza inceku yathi: 
·'Hamba ulaye lomfana, umtshele yonke imi­

thetho yasesiGodlweni." 
Nembala inceku enkulu uNozitshela wangena 

elawini likaJeqe. Wathi: "Mfana kaSikhunyana, 
ngingena nje ngizokulaya. Wcna ungathi ngi-
6onwe yini ukuBa ngingene lapha ngaphakathi. 
Ukufa Iokhu ongene kuko. Ukusondela eNkosini 
ngohlo6o olunje ukufa mfana ka.6uthelezi. Isi­
Godlo seNkosi nezigqili zaso ukufa. Noma 
usulingwa kanjani ungavumeli inhliziyo, wo6e uzi­
gwaza ngowakho umkhonto. Unga6i umngani 
wokude uhlekisana noMdlunkulu; futhi ungavumi 
ukuBa Bade 6eku6iza uku6a ungene ezindlini za6o. 
.6onke la6a 6afanyana namantombazana zinhloli. 
Enye into unga6i sigcwelegcwele sokudla. Uzo6ona 
inyama izigingqana uziphe ungaphiwe, kanti seku 
ukufa kwakho. Uzokhangwa amasi notshwala 
kuphihlikile, nxatshana ungaphiwe umuntu unga­
kuthinti. Umuntukazana akadli na6antwana 
6eNkosi. Nxa 6ekupha ukudla ungadli ngezinkezo 
za6o, wokuclla ngesandla. Ungadleli esithe6eni 
sa6o, wokuthululela kwesakho. Ukudla kwa-
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Bantwana ukusi6ekele, nesinambathi nomca6a 
wa6o uwusi6ekele ngembenge. Ungahlali pha­
kathi kwa6o, uqede lokho okuthunyiweyo u6uyele 
emnyango welawu Jakho. Noma ulambile uma 
kungakhumbulanga muntu ukukupha ukudla wo­
hamba uye kokufuna eziga6eni ema6uthweni. 
Umuntu ongaze uzi6ike kuye lapha ngaphakathi 
isalukazi lesiya. .6onke la6a a6afana a6ancane 
o6a6onayo namantombazana, 6ana6anini6o 6oku-
6apha ukudla. Uhlale ngokuhlonipha, nxa u6izwa 
uMdlunkulu usa6ele ngokuthi, ·Ndlunkulu !' Nxa 
sekuhlwile noma 6eku6iza ucashe. Zikhona izi­
gqili zamantombazana zokuifiendlalela na6afana 
a6ancane 6oku6a 6a6athume n,xashana sekuhlwile. 
Intu6a yakho yokuphuma nokungena i6enye, unga­
phumi ungene ngentu6a ephuma amantombazana 
eNkosi. Nxa wemukela u6isi ezincekwini zoku­
senga, ithunga uli6eke phakathi kwesandla ulipha­
thele phezulu. Ungahlali unensila ezandleni zakho, 
noma ulethela a6antwana 6eNkosi ukudla, wo6eka 
amanzi ngodiwo olumcenge, a6ahlambela kulo. 
U6eke isigubu samanzi eduze, kuhlam be lowo 
uchithe, kuhlambe lowo uchithe, uthele amanye. 
Uhlale uchophile ugeze umzimba ugco6e ama-
futha." · 

Walalelisisa uJeqe kuyo yonke lemiyalo. Wathi: 
"Ungitshelile okumayelana na6antwana, kepha 

awukangitsheli okuqondene noqo6o lwayo." 
Wathi uNozitshela, "OkweNkosi wokuqonda 

ngokutshelwa yiyo. Yona izulu eliphezulu. Nxa 
ui:iga6a inceku yayo yokutshela okwayo. Kodwa 
nJengo6a ngi6ona ikunike lelila wu, ifuna uku6a 
ubeke isidumbu sayo. Ungalali kakhulu, noma 
uzwa umsindwana uphume ubeke. Wokhothama 
njalo nxa useduze kwayo, ungayeleki ngesithunzi 
sakho. Zonke izinto evama ukuzifuna uhlale uzi­
qoqile ungephuzi nxa izifuna. Uqunga luhlale 
luseduze, utshele umfana ahlale alungise konke 
kwayo. Imitsha yayo namasho6a neminyakanya 



- 20 -

neziqhova ude ukukhipha kushaywa yilanga no­
moya ukuze kungadliwa zinundu." 

ISAHLUKO Ill. 

Okwenziwa EsiGodlweni 

Kwathi esanda kufika nje uJeqe esiGodlweni 
iNkosi yamsondeza kuvo. KwaBa uve osondeza 
amanzi okuyigeza, kwaBe yilokhu imthuma ukuBa 
abeke ukuthi ukudla kwayo kulungiswe kahle na. 
Athi umfana nxa esend lalile ayobeka ukuthi we­
ndlale kahle na. ABale amacansi nezihlandla ukuBa 
zingaki, nezicamelo. 

K wadlula izinyanga ezine uJ eqe efikile esi­
Godlweni, waBona enye inceku ingena ngentuBa 
yoMdlunkulu lokhu uhlezi ethunzini lothango 
unyezi, wathi : 

"Hau uthi umuntu wesifazana Iowa?" 
Wathulisa waBuka, wamBona emi ethe ne ngo­

mhlane othangweni. W ema isikhashana, wasithela 
ngompheme wokuphekela. Wayeshaya ngalapha 
kwezinqlu ezimbili, uthe ethuka lowo muntu waye­
semphethe uJeqe onjengempisi. Pho, uphethe Bani, 
insizwa yakwaZulu esimathambo eseqinile kuna­
wakhe ! Kwa6a ongaphansi nongaphezulu, yadlu-
6ulunda insizwa yaphuma ya6aleka. Wakhohlwa 
ukuBa uzotshela Bani ukuthi uBone lomuntu 
nokuthi umehlule ngamandla. Uma wayeshilo 
kwakoBulawa yena uJeqe kuthiwe umyekeleni. 

Uselwa lokunyathela iNkosi lwalungathunywa 
Bonke a.Bantu. Lwalukhethelwa a.Balo njalo okuye 
kuthi nxa iNkosi isizokweshwama Baye kolukha 
eduze nolwandle. Phakathi kwalaBa kwakukhona 
umfo waseBuThonga owayeseyisikhonzi kuTshaka, 
ngoBa waxoshwa kuBo kuthiwa uyathakatha. 
Ukuze asondele eNkosini uTshaka kwaya ngo6a 
wadunyiswa enye induna yathi uyifundile imithi 
yaseNyakatho, kunjalo nje usesindise a6aningi nga-
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makhambi. Wathi uku6a afike eNkosini, wa6a 
isithunywa senyanga yeNkosi sokuya koxeBula 
amagxolo angamakhu6alo nokuya kokukha ama­
khambi. 

Li6iziwe-ke leli6andla iNkosi lixoxa nayo. Lomfo 
wase6uThonga uxoxa ezaku6o lapha aphuma 
khona. U6axoxela ngentombi enhle yaku6o athi 
seyehlula namakhosi akhona. Uthi uselihambe 
kakhulu naleli lakwaZulu kodwa akazange ayi-
6one intombi enhle njengayo. 

UTshaka athi: 
"Suka lapha uthi likhona iThonga elingedlula 

izin tom bi zakuleli lakithi?" A thi, "Ayi N da6e­
zitha, Iowa muntu sengathi wayelolongwe ngembo­
kodwe. Uketshezi lufike luzengame ngisho sezi­
phelele, ilamba lidlile ! Idanda li6anzi, umzimba 
uyalingana ngokufanele kuze kufike onyaweni. 
Intamo yinde, amehlo mahle, ithi nxa ibeka 
ivunywe amashiyi ayo. Kepha inqa6a lapho ikhona 
ayivumi ukuqoma. Udumo lwayo no6uhle 6ayo 
sekuze kwafika kude. Kufika nezithunywa zama­
khosi ace6ileyo zizoyeshela, kepha idimde ihleke 
usulu nje. Ithi nxa iziqhayisa 'Mina ngothanda 
insizwa okuyothi noma impofu, ingenankomo i6e 
ithandwa yimi ngenh liziyo yami nayo ingithanda. 
fiakhona a6angakhangwa ukuya esithenjini sama­
khosi anezinkomo eziningi kodwa konke lokho 
kimi akungeni !' 

Umfo waseBuThonga ukhuluma nje uJeqe ula­
pha eduze neNkosi ulalele. 

Ukhuluma nje lomfo uTshaka uyamphikisa 
uthi: 

"A wukalihambi leli lakithi u6one izintombi ezi­
nhle. Uli6ala ukuya ehlathini uyofuna imithi, uxe-
6ula amagxolo, ukha amakhambi. Thina esike 
sihambe izwe nje singakutshela nga6antwanyana 
6akwaZulu. Asikho esinye isizwe esizala izintombi 
ezinhle kangaka." 

Kanti ixoxwa nje lenda6a uJeqe usengenwe 
yisifiso esikhulu sengathi angake ayiBone lentombi 



- 22 -

eseyehlule amadoda nenhle kangaka. Wezwa 
esengenwa uthando lwayo engazange eyi6ona, 
loluthando luqhutshwa idumela layo no6uhle 6ayo. 
Wezwa engasazizwa uJeqe, wazimisela ukuthi 
sengathi angayi6ona ngamehlo akhe. Waze wathi 
enhliziyweni yakhe: "Ngozimisela uku6a ngize 
ngiyi6one." 

UJeqe athi: "Ku6uhlungu uku6a yinsila yeNkosi. 
Nxa 6engingumuntu okhululekileyo 6engizoli­
hamba lelizwe eli6anzi ngiye ngiyi6one. Pho 
kusizani lokhu ngimelwe uku6a ngi6e lapho ku~ 
khona iNkosi yami." K uthe lapho esengenwe 
uthando lwayo eyedwa elawini lakhe wathi: 

"He, izinta6a ezikude zingumasithe la ! Eziseduze 
ziyimboniselo ! Ziyaja6ula izinsizwa ezikhulule­
kileyo eziya lapho zithanda khona. Thina si­
zigxila gxila zako Mkhulu !" 

Usehlezi ebeke ithu6a loku6a aye eziga6eni a6e 
ilokhu e6uza iThonga ngalentombi. Athi angali­
thola aye exhi6eni lalo, limzekele okuningi nga­
lentombi, waze wacishe wayazi engazange ayi6one . 
A6uye azi6uze uJeqe athi, "Yini kodwa? Imbala 
angilunjiwe nje ! Ngafa impela ngomuntu ngi­
ngamazi !" 

~gales~k~athi uTshaka wayengasenalo ugazi 
ez1khul wm1 nakwa6akayise nasezincekwini 
phezu ko6uqhawe 6akhe o6amenzela udumo no~ 
ku6a a6e igugu likaZulu, wayese6akhathazile 
a6antu ngezimpi. Nama6utho ayesezikhalela 
ethi! "Size siq~akaze izimvu singaganiwe, singa-
6_az1 u6umnand1 6okuhlala emakhaya, ku6e yilokhu 
s1haf!1ba ezinta6eni, silale endle, sifa yindlala ! Ayi 
~~as16ulala ~Tshaka. Sithi si6uya nazo zimboze 
1zmta6a nezmkalo, igazi la6aningi 6akithi Iichi­
thekele . ezizweni, singakaphumuli useyasi6iza 
uku6a s1ye kohlasela kwezinye izindawo." Se.ku­
khona imvunge enkulu phakathi kwa6antu kodwa 
yena engayazi ngo6a 6esa6a ukumtshela.' 

fia6emuzwa nje ethi uphi uJeqe? Izinceku zi­
r.1emeze zithi: 
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"Nangu uJeqe ! Nanguy'uJ eqe !" Ezwakale 
esa6ela ethi: 

"Wen'omnyama, Nda6ezitha !" 
Kwathi ngelinye ilanga kuzo6a umkhosi, seku­

fike inyanga izokwelapha iNkosi, iNkosi isizonya­
thela (umkhosi) ama6utho esakhe amadokodo, 
a6antu sekunyathelana nje eziga6eni, lapho kayi­
saphumi endlini enkulu engenhla, kungesikho 
elawini, endlini lapho kukhona induku yo6ukhosi 
eyayiphathwa uyise, lapho kukhona imithi nezi­
nsila zamakhosi okuyilokhu zambozwa ezimbizeni 
ezingavulwayo, zanindwa ngo6ulongwe, kukhona 
amathusi nemikhonto, nezinsimbi nemikhando, 
amatshe okukhanda izizwe. UJ eqe wa6izwa 
yiNkosi yathi kuye: 

"Uzongena lapha, ngizogcatshwa ngegazi 
lakho." 

Nembala uJeqe wangena kuleyondlu okunga­
ngeni muntu kuyo, kukhona isihlandla nenkatha, 
igama layo Indlukayingenwa, kukhona imih lezo 
neminyakanya. Sonke isikhathi ivulwa kuphela nxa 
kuzongena iNkosi noma unina weNkosi, na6o 
6angene kukhona inyanga enkulu yeNkosi. Kwa­
phela isonto oJ eqe neNkosi nenyanga 6evumbeleke 
k?-ley_ondlu, i6aphethe inyanga i6agca6a, iphala­
z~sa 1Nkosi ngezintelezi ezinkulu, ezimhlope ne­
z1mnyama. Ekuseni uNozitshela usehlezi emnyango 
uku6a emukele okuphumayo angenise okudinge­
kayo. Onke amanya ama6i akhishwa eNkosini 
esulelwa kuJeqe. Anikwe amakhu6alo aqinile 
a6e yisi6onda esiqinile seNkosi, kuzawulwe oca-
6angweni lwakhe uJeqe, kungeniswe imbuzi 
emnyama ayi6ambe, athi nxa eseyi6ambile ibo­
tshozwe malungana nenhliziyo kuthathwe igazi 
layo, lithakwe namafutha engwe, nebu6esi, 
nenhlwathi, iNkosi incinde, uJeqe akhothe 
~~engezi. Isimnyama manje iNkosi ihlikihlwa, 
mmdwa ngemithi, ayisa6onakali isimo sayo. Aku­
savu!lywa uku6a iphuze utshwala ngo6a 6uphekwa 
a6es1fazane. Sekungena inyama yona ephekwe 
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uNozitshela, namasi athiwe uye uqo6o. Isigubu 
samanzi sihlezi lapha eduze. Ekuseni lapho ilanga 
liphuma ilichinsa ngomhlanga, obotshozelwe 
imbo6o ebeke empumalanga, lapho lishona 
ilichinse ngembo6o ebeke entshonalanga. Lembuzi 
ayidliwa okukhishwe kuyo igazi. Inceku enkulu 
i6asa umlilo omkhulu, i6ekwe elanga6ini ishe ize 
iphele eduze nomnyango waleyondlu lapho la6a 
a6athathu 6e6ona khona. NoMdlunkulu kulezo­
nsuku awuvunyelwe ukuhlala nokudlela egcekeni. 
£ahlala endlini, noma 6eyogeza 6aya6uya 6angene 
endlini. 

Sonke lesikhathi i6utho elithile sekuphele 
inyanga liye kozinge la ingwe, a6athile 6aye ogwini 
lolwandle, 6ayofuna uselwa iNkosi eyonyathela 
ngalo. Sekukhona izinkunzi ezimbili ezimnyama, 
ezicijileyo, ezihla6ayo, ezingazange ziyizeke insi­
kazi, ezane la ukwephusa zakhethwa eziyo6anjwa 
ama6utho ngezandla, 6azidonye ngesibakela zize 
zife, inyama yazo iyahlinzwa, ipha nyekwe 
othangweni lwesi6aya ingadliwa, iyoze yelashwe 
iNkosi. 

Mhla kuzokusa ku umkhosi iNkosi iyophuma 
lapho end lini kuvalwe, iholwe inyanga iphet he 
ukhamba lwentelezi, iyifafaze intelezi 6aye 6afike 
emfuleni, uJeqe elandela iNkosi ephethe eminye 
imithi okuzofikwa emfuleni igeze ngayo. Yeqe 
a mangqa6angqeshe inyanga emfuleni phakathi 
ko6usuku yelapha. £ ageze khona lapho kwesi­
kabadakaz i wonke umuntu elele. Nxa se6egezile 
6a6uyele ekhaya, kufafazwe enye intelezi 
emnyango welawu leNkosi, ingene khona, alandele 
uJ eqe, afike endlale, ii ale elawini ngalo6usuku 
emva koku6a ikade ilala endlini vamakhosi nama­
dlozi. Inyanga ilandele uJ eqe • 6ayolala ela wini 
likaJeqe. 

Ekuseni ilanga lingakaphumi. umuntu usezwa 
umsindo eziga6eni, 6ehaya amagama 6ebema 
insangu, 6e6onga amakhosi. Esi6ayeni lapha 
sekuhamba imbongi yod·wa i6onga amakhosi. Liya-
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phuma ilanga ama6utho aseya emfuleni aseyogeza, 
sekugcwele a6afana namantombazana a6alethele 
ama6utho ukudla. Nxa umuntu e6uka u6ona 
sekumnyama izinkalo a6antu. Lapho se6e6uyile 
ekugezeni, 6adla, ngesikhathi zi6uya inhlezane, 
6aqale manje ukuvunulela umkhosi. .6afake ama­
sho6a a 6o ezingalweni nasezithweni, ku6e kuhle 
kudele. I6utho eliyintanga yeNkosi lifake umnya­
kanya wesaka6uli, ku6e yilelo li6e nento eliyenzi­
leyo elehluke ngayo, noma okulenga esiphundu, 
noma umqhele nje wombijo wotshani o6uthile. 
Ku6e kuhle kudele. 

Laphoke azokusho izaga zawo, ilelo linesalo, 
aqoqana ngezaga. Ngesikhashana esincane nje 
ilelo selimi kweyalo indawo, asehlome esephelele, 
aseyahaya. Izinduna lapho sezijuluke zimanzi 
zishaya, ziqoqa, eputshuka ngalapha nangalapha. 

UJ eqe laphaya enhla nes i6aya usevunu le naye, 
use6ase umlilo wa6eka imbiza lapho iNkosi izo­
pheka khona uselwa. Inyanga isiyiqo6e imithi 
isiyesa6eka, nengwe isihlinzh,ve ya6engwa, ne­
nyama yezinkunzi ezimnyama isi6engiwe. Ecaleni 
laphaya ngasesangweni lamathole seku6aswe 
omkhulu umlilo lapho kuzokosiwa inyama le 
yengwe neyezinkunzi ezimnyama e6i6ulawe ama-
6utho ngayizo lo. Kuzothike lapho inyanga ithathe 
yonke lemi6engo iyixu6e ndawonye emqu6eni, iyi­
fafaze ngemithi i6e isiyosiwa. Luyavuthwa laphaya 
uselwa, iNkosi iqale yaluhla6ela ngo6a nxa lunga­
phathwanga yiyo a6akwaZulu 6athi aluvuthwa. 
Inyanga izolwephula iluthele imithi, iluqo6e ama­
qashana iluhlanganise nenyama. 

Ezeke ama6utho esephanga izindawo ezinhle 
esi6ayeni. Funa nomkhosi ungad lalwa njalo nxa­
tshana ama6ili engahlangana esangweni 1z1-
nduna zingawaded ele ama6anga kahle okungena 
esi6aycni . Eke nje ahlangana angalwa kuchi­
theke konke neNkosi inga6e isa6anamandla oku­
lamula. 

Angene ngeziga6a zawo kuthunqe uthuli luye 
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phezulu phakathi lapha kuhamba imbongi iya­
vundla, iyehla iyanyuka i6onga amakhosi. 

Iqhamuke iNkosi lapho se6ephelele noMdlu­
nkulu usumi wodwa laphaya enhla nesi6aya uzo-
6ukela, uvunule uconsa. Ithi iqhamuka nje 
ezwakale u6ayede ovimba izindle6e. Yonake 
kayisa6onakali sekuyikazela nje. Umuntu u6ona 
isihlangu nemikhonto kuphela. Ifaka iminyakanya 
nemiklezo, kukhona izimpaphe zezinyoni ezinhle 
ezilenga e6usweni, zivale Bonke u6uso zashiya 
indawo yamehlo kuphela, ngasemuva lapha ku­
lenga igwalagwala okuloku lisuke ezinweleni, 
ngaphambi nangemuva ifaka izikhumba ze­
zingwe, ibeshu eleNsele, ezingalweni nasezithweni 
amasho6a amhlophe. Iside iya laphaya i6asikaza 
ngomkhonto 6ethi, "Uyizulu ! Uyizulu' !" Lap hoke 
inyanga isizotha6atha um6engo enqwa6eni, iqatha 
lokuqala ilinike iNkosi ilidle, imi6engo iphonswe 
phezulu, lowo alume adlulise, eliwa phansi linga6e 
lisacoshwa. Ulapha emva kwayo, uJeqe, noma 
ifunani emkhandlwini uzosondeza loko. Inyama 
le ayigwinywa, kugwinywa uju lwayo, i6e seyi­
felwa yi6o 6onke. 

Nxa sekuphelile ukudla inyama iNkosi i6uyele 
enhla nesi6aya lapho seku6ekwe khona isihlalo 
sayo so6 ukhosi, sesihlotshiswe ngezikhumba ze­
zingwe, nezingulule nendlozi, nengonyama. Phansi 
lapha kwendlalwe izikhumba zezingonyama yena-
6ele kuzo. Izinceku nxa li6alele seziyiphahlile 
ng~zihlangu uku6a ingashiswa ilanga, uJeqe use­
qoJeme lapho ngakwesokunene eduze nayo. Lapho 
ai:na6utho aseyaguba, iphume imbongi ithi isaqala 
~J.e uk~6onga amaqhawe adlale, 6a6ongane kusuke 
1zmtuh. 

Emva kwaloku isukume iNkosi i6ize uNduna­
nkulu, amemeze ngezwi elikhulu eyihumushela 
ethi: 

. "Uthi okaNda6a uludlile uselwa, ngako Jonke 
1zwe selingeshwama." Umphakathi wenanele: 

"Uyizulu !" 
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Se6ezogida 6eguba kuze kucishe kushone ilanga, 
lapho ke iNkosi noMdlunkulu se6e6uyele ngapha­
kathi, umuntu osemkhulu ngalesosikhathi seku 
uNdunankulu, uye osetshela izinduna zama6utho 
okufanele kwenziwe. Ama6utho azonikwa um­
hlambi wezinkomo awudle eziga6eni kuze ku6e 
phakathi ko6usuku, kuyasa ayachitheka a6anga 
emakhaya sekusala izikhonzi. Mhlawumbe a6a­
zuhlala nasikhathi eside emakhaya kuTshaka. 
.6azothi 6esahlezi 6ayezwa sekuthiwa a6ahlome 
6ayozidla ekuthini. 

ISAHLUKO IV. 

UJeqe Uyavivinywa 

Kuthe kungaka6i nsuku zatshwala emva ko­
mkhosi lo ekade silanda ngawo uJeqe u6amba 
iselelesi ngaphakathi esiGodlweni e6usuku. Uthi 
esaphuma eNkosini nje esaca6anga ukuyolala 
u6ona umuntu engena ngesiphondo soMdlunkulu. 
Ukhumbula ukuthi wehlulwa esinye iselelesi, wa­
ngena elawini lakhe wathatha iwisa, wanyonyo6a, 
uthe lapho edlula enye indlu sase sim6onile, sa6a­
leka saqonda entu6eni, 6akhandana khona, sithe 
lasithi siyaphuma wa6asa ngewisa uJeqe edolweni 
sawa phansi iselelesi, wamemeza izinceku zafika, 
sa6anjwa, zasi6opha, kwathi ekuseni sayiswa 
phambi kweNkosi, kanti enye yezinceku. 
Kwathiwa uJeqe makaye kosi6ulala. 

Wayeyiqhawe uJeqe, lapho kuliwa khona waye­
ja6ula kakhulu, kodwa uku6ulala umuntu engalwi 
kwakuyinto elukhuni kuyena. Lelolanga lamenza 
wafisa sengathi ngayengezanga koMkhulu. Pho 
izwi leNkosi lalingumthetho wakhe, nokulukhuni 
kangakanani wayemelwe uku6a akwenze. Wa­
sigqu6a ke uJeqe iselelesi lesi, futhi singumngane 
wakhe, 6e6ekholana kakhulu. Seside sithi kuye: 

"Awu, wena kaSikhunyana, masishone laphaya 
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eqeleni ungiyeke ngohamba okokuphela ngeduke 
nezwe." 

Kufike ukumhawukela, athi enhliziyweni, ngi­
zokwenze njani? Akhumbule ulaka lukaTshaka 
okuyothi angezwa ukuthi umyekile a6ulale yena. 
Ifike inhliziyo kuJ eqe ethi : "Akunani a6ulale mina 
kunoku6a ngi6ulale umuntu engalwi." A6uye 
akhumbule athi: "Ngiyinsila yeNkosi, ukungalaleli 
izwi Jayo yinto embi." .6ahamba 6asondela 
odongeni lapho sekumhlophe amathambo a6antu 
wazikhalela lomfo wathi: 

" Impela ngizo6ulawa uwe Jeqe ?" 
. Wamthela ngemvula yezinyembezi; lokhu uJeqe 
1qhawe, kwaqu6uka isihawu kuye naye wakhala, 
6ahlala phansi 6o6a6ili 6athula, amukho owakh u­
lumisa omunye. Sathi iselelesi: 

"Akusenani sale sewenza umthetho weNkosi 
~am.i . kurangikhanyela ukuthi kufanele ngife: 
mhhz1yo mgumthakathi, angazi ukuthi mina 5engi­
hungwe yini !." Wasukuma njalo uJeqe, wamshaya 
enhlafunwem, wena6a, waphinda esijingweni 
~~u6a 3:sheshe afe, nembala waphela ngaso leso 
1s1khath1, wamphonsa enqwa6eni yamathambo. 
Ayezula amanqe ngaphezulu eselungele ukumudla, 
wafulathela uJeqe waphindela ekhaya. Azange 
akudle ukudla ngalelolanga, inhliziyo yakhe ya6a-
6uhlungu ka6i. 

Kuthe ngelinye ilanga ekuseni engazelele lutho 
uJeqe, uTshaka um6uka uthi kuye: "Amadolo akho 
az?tham1:>a kade wahlala ndawonye, yiya lapha 
eziga?em ukhethe izinsizwa eziqatha zi6e ama­
shum1 ama6ili, uzingenise esi6ayeni esiphondweni 
s~mathole u6uye uze lapha kimi." Nembala wenza 
nJ~ngo6a ethunyiwe. Wathi lapho esezi6izile izi­
nsizw~ wa6uyela kuTshaka, wathi: "Se6esesi-
6aye!11 N~osi." Yathi iNkosi: "Beka ngizwa 
tuthiwa zmingi izinkomo ngalapha e6aThenjini. 

_3:mb3: nalezi'nsizwa niyokwe6a amashumi ama-
6!h _ezmka6i ezikhulupheleyo ngi6one ukuthi ni­
zmsizwa." Washwaqeka nje uJ eqe, pho, nxashana 
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esekhulumile uTshaka, usekhulumile ayisekho enye 
indlela. Wayeseya ku6o njalo a6alisa esethi: 
"INkosi ithi asilande izinka6i ezimashumi ma6ili 
e6aThenjini, noma singazithola ngayiphi indlela. 
Hambani nifune umphako sohamba ngomhlomu­
nye." Wafuna ama6ele esalukazini uJeqe, samupha 
imbenge enkulu, wawagazinga, wawagaya wawa­
faka esewuphuthu esikhwameni sakhe sesikhumba 
sembuzi. Walola imikhonto yakhe emithathu, 
wayifaka emgodleni onelengiselo eligaxwa em­
hlane. Wakhanda isihlangu sakhe saqonda. 
Lafika ilanga loku6a 6ahambe. Wema phambi 
kwe lawu leNkosi wayi6onga wathi: "Nkosi sengi­
hamba njengokuthunywa kwami iNkosi." 

Yathi iNkosi, "Ziphi izinsizwa engithe hamba 
nazo?" 

Wathi uJeqe, "Zisesi6ayeni." 
INkosi yathi: "Ake nikahle, akenginiphe um­

phako, nohamba ngomuso." 
Ya6anika ithole elimpevu, 6alihla6a 6adla, 6a­

pheka, Balungisa umkhusu a6ayohamba 6ewuphe­
the. 

Waphinda ekuseni waya eNkosini wathi: "Nkosi 
sesihamba." 

Yathi iNkosi: "Hamba Jeqe onjengempisi, ngi­
yazi wo6uya nazo wena." 

Wakhuleka uJeqe wathatha izikhali zakhe 
nomphako wahamba. W angena csi6ayeni wa6a-
6iza 6aphuma ngesango elikhulu, 6ahamba. .Ba­
hamba kakhulu 6aye 6ayolala ku6o kaJeqe. 
Wa6iza uyise wam6izela emnyango waya kohle6a. 
Wathi: "Au, 6a6a, inda6a kangiyizeki lapha. 
Sengi6ulala a6antu, namhla kuthiwa angihambe 
nala6antu esifike na6o ngiyokwe6a izinka6i ezi­
mashumi ma6ili e6aThenjini ." 

Uyise wathi: "Njengo6a uyinsila yakhe nje 
usehamba ekufaka kulezinto nje uzosala no6ani 
ekhaya ?" 

Kwala uku6a uJeqe angamhle6eli unina inda6a 
a6ahamba ngayo. Esezwile yonke inda6a unina 
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wathi kuye: "Mntanami, ym1 ungeqi uye 
emaMpondweni noma uye eSwazini njengo6a uku-
6ulala nokwe6a izinkomo za6antu awuzwani n je 
nako?" 

Waphendula wathi uJeqe: 
"Mame, izwe lakithi neNkosi yakithi ngiyaku­

thanda. Njengo6a 6engiza lapha ekhaya nje ngi­
phuma koMkhulu, 6engithi nxashana ngi6ona ama­
gquma nemifu la yezwe lakithi, engikhulele kulo, 
lapho ngi6ona izinkalo engeluse la kuzo, kuqu6uke 
phakathi kwezi6ilini zami uthando olumangalisayo, 
ngiqome uku6a um6ulali kunoku6a ngiyokhonza 
kwelinye izwe noku6uswa amanye amakhosi. Noma 
iNkosi yakithi inenhliziyo enje yokuthanda uku-
6ona igazi lichitheka, ngehlulwa u6uqhawe 6ayo 
o6uncomekayo lapha sesihlanga6ezene nezitha. 
Ngizonyamezela kuze kufike isikhathi lapho ama­
dlozi awo6a6amkhulu eyongisiza." 

Uyise wathi: "Ungahlali lap ha ekhaya funa 
izitha ziyokuhlala ziihi uhlezi ekhaya umse6enzi 
o~athunywa wona kawuwenzi. Nansi intondolo, 
y16ulaleni nidle nivuke nihambe." 

.6ayihla6a, 6ayipheka khona e6usuku Badia, 
Bavuka khona e6usuku 6ahamba. 13ahamba njalo 
a6ayazi nendlela eqonde khona e6aThenjini. 
fiahamba 6awela uThukela 6enyuka 6aqondana ne­
Qhudeni. .Bathe 6ephansi kweQhudeni 6evuka 
endle ngalelolanga, kuzinkungu, 6a wukhanda 
umhlambi omkhulu wemizi yakhona zikhandene 
nd~won1e. Wathi uJeqe: 

Nazi madoda, kheihani ezikhu luphele ." 
Nempela 6azikhetha za6a a mashu mi ama6ili 

nam6ili, 6athi: "Ezinye lezi sozid la endleleni." 
. Za6asiza izinkungu, 6ahamba i6anga elide 

zmgakembuki, zithe ziqala ukwembuka Base 6esi­
t~ele ehlanzeni 6ahamba impela kuthe ku6a 
Y1semini enkulu 6a6ewela uThukel; 6awela qede 
6aphumula. 

Emva lapha kuthe ngesikhathi soku6a sekuzo­
sengwa a6af ana 6afika izinkomo zingaphelele, 
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6alanda umzila 6a6ona ukuthi ziqhutshwe a6antu 
izinkomo lezi Ba6uyela emakhaya 6ayohla6a 
umkhosi. Zaqoqana izinsizwa zahloma, zaphela 
amashumi amathathu, zalanda umkhondo .. Kuthe 
ntambama lapho liBantu6ahle 6azi6ona z1dui:1~u: 
Bala enta6eni lokhu 6ahamba Be6uza em1zm1 
a6antu 6aBatshele Bathi: 

"Bakhona a6antu aBalidlanzana esi6a6one 
Beqhu6a izinkomo. £ashone laphaya, BeBe-
vigwema imizi, aBaphambukelanga." 
• Bahamba 6aye 6alala emizi~i aBay.aziyo la63: 
a6alandela izinkomo za6o. Baf1ka kuf1ke a6ayem 
ukudla kuhlaphakile, Badia 6aphuza 6alala 
6esuthi. . 

Kanti impi yawoJeqe yanele yadundu6ala nJe, 
Iashona ilanga yangenisa endle. Kulale aBanye, 
aBanye Bazibeke izinkomo, zi6ahlupha zifuna uku­
Buyela emuva. Basizwa unyezi, uku6a kwaku­
mnyama zaziyo6adukela . Kwanela. kwap~uma 
ikhwezi Basuka nazo oJeqe. A6az1 ukuth1 6a­
landelwa eduze kepha 6anomqondo wokuthi ziya­
funwa izinkomo lezi. Bahamba ngamandla 
Beqonde ukufinyelela emizini yaku6o. . 

Zavuka izinsizwa lezi ekuseni kakhulu. Baz1-
nika izinkamba ezim6ili zotshwala, zaphuza 
zahamba. Ngalelolanga inkungu kayisekho. £ath.e 
6ethi dundu phezulu 6azi6ona zisithela phans1. 
£ahamba ngendlela engaphezulu enqumayo 6ona 
kuyizwe lakuBo 6elazi. Bathe Beyophenduka 
enhla nokhalo kwa6e kuyilapho Bekhuphuk::i 
ezansi aBakwaZulu, se6ethiywe isiwa enzans1. 
Bathe Bedundu6ala enhla nokhalo 6a6ehlangana. 

La6a a6e6elwe izinkomo Bathi koJeqe : 
"Akenime siBuze." 
Berna 6athi lap ho 6esondela, Bala oJ eqe Bathi: 
"Buz;ni nikhona lapho, musani ukusondela 

kithi." 
Nempela 6a6ona na6o ukuthi kusho izinsizwa 

zivuthiwe, uye uJ eqe lo ongumholi wa6o, okungu­
yena sengathi mncane. 
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" Izinkomo zakithi lezo niziyisa phi?" ku Buza 
laBa a6antshontshelweyo. 

"Siya nazo kithi," kuphendula uJeqe, uma 
nithanda ningazikhalima." Zasuka izinsizwa. 
zenza uhla sengathi zifuna uku6ak'ak'a oJ eqe. 

Wathi uJeqe kulaBa 6aku6o: "Qhelukani ninga­
vumi 6asik'ak'e." 

Yesuka insizwa yakhona ende yazikhalima 
ilandelwa ezinye. 

Lapho amukho owatshela omunye. Kwathi nje 
no-okuphazima kweso, yayisihlangene kula6a a6a­
phambili 6o6a6ili, loku iphethe imikhonto yomBili, 
kwathi klebuklebu, mbo ! Yashukana wayesetho­
koza lap ha ngasentshonalanga uJ eqe onjengempisi 
wathi: "Ngadla ngenkomo ka6a6a !" yashayeka 
phansi amathumbu eselenga insizwa ende. Lapho 
asalwi usendiza phezu kwezindwani uJeqe, zamfi­
kela izinsizwa ezimbili, umkhonto wenye wafike 
wadlula ihawu, waklebula isikhumba engalweni, 
ithe layithi ayimthathe enye, lapho iwuphonsile 
umkhonto, wavika wagoqongana uJeqe, isihlangu 
sakhe sesi6omvu igazi elopha enxeBeni elise­
ngalweni. Lapho iphonse iphelele insizwa ende 
kuJeqe, umkhonto wawushaya ngehawu wayese­
fikile uMthwazi waku6o kaJeqe, wawufaka 
ohlangothini kulensizwa ethi ayiqede uJeqe. Wa­
thokoza wathi: 

"Ngadla mina Mthwazi lothwishi !" 
Wahlomula uJeqe, Bamlahla phansi. Kant i 

ngale se6emhla6ile umfo wakwaNdwandwe 
ohamba noJ eqe. Kulomkhathi munye ofilero 
koJ eqe, Ba Bili kubalandeli 6ezinkomo. £aningi 
la6a a6alande izinkomo kepha aBakwejwayele 
ukulwa njengala6a aBahlala Besemphekweni 
~~k~. £aBe Beyathe 6afuna uku6ak'ak'a zala 
1zms1zwa zika Tshaka, kepha ukopha sekuqala 
ukumqeda amandla uJeqe, usomele amanzi, 
~khona lapha esigujini sakhe emhlane, nokho 
1thu6a Iokuphuza alikho. Wamemeza ethi : 

"Uyothini uLembe eladla amanye na ?" 
2 
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Lapho kwa6a sengathi uzichelile uJ eqe, za6a­
hla6a za6asunduza. Wathola ithu6a lokuletha 
isigubu ngaphambili aphuze. .6ayigwaza enye 
insizwa e6omvu a6akwaZulu 6enanela, lapho 
uJeqe waziphosa phakathi kwa6o, walwa 6ayisusa, 
6azishonisa ngale kokhalo, ya6aleka ekwehleni, 
6ayigingqela ngamatshe, 6ahlala phansi 6aphu­
mula. .6athatha amahlamvu emithi, 6axhoza ama­
gxolo omunga, 6a6opha inxe6a likaJeqe na6anye 
a6a6ili. .6esuka 6aqoqa izinkomo 6ahamba. .6e­
yishiya khona lapho insizwa yako Sokhulu, 6asi­
phula utshani 6ayimboza 6ahamba. .6emukela 
lathi lishona 6a6e kude. 

Kanti isale yahloma lapha emuva ya6aningi 
namakhehla alandela 1zmsizwa. .6ahlangana 
kuwo lowo muzi lapho 6e6elele khona, a6anye 
6exhuga, a6anye 6enamanxe6a, a6anye se6eji­
yelwe, 6ehamba 6exhugela, se6ehlengwa, se6e6a­
landisa ukulwa kwayo. Lempi entsha esaphuma 
ekhaya yathi: 

"Siya6alandela, sesiyophindisela nezidumbu lezi 
zakithi." 

.Bathe 6efika esikhungweni, zaziqungquluzile 
izinsizwa zaku6o ezintathu, a6akwaZulu 6e­
hambile. .6azithwala zayolahlwa emakhaya. 

Kuthe phakathi ko6usuku a6avukela na6o 
amanxeba oJ eqe na6anye a6athola amanxe6a . 
.6aphambukela emzini waku6o kwa.6uthelezi, se6e­
fike emizini a6ayaziyo, se6eyixoxa 6e6atshela 
ukuthi: 

"£esithunywe iNkosi uku6a siyodla izinkomo 
ngalapha eQhudeni, 6alwa nathi a6afo kodwa 
sa6e~lula, nokho ases igunyele amanxe6a." 

Izmkomo 6azishiya ngaphandle nazo zikhathele, 
zadlayidla zalala. Umnumzane wathi: 

"Ayi, uTshaka uzozenzani izinkomo kwezi­
ngaka, ehambe ephuca a6antu izinkomo za6o, 
e6ulala nani ngemikhonto ya6afo !" 

£athotshwa, a6oshwa kahle amanxe6a ekhava 
6aphiwa ukudla 6alala. .6acela a6afana uk~6~ 

2• 
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6a6elusele izinkomo, 6aphumula lonke lelolanga. 
6a6engasesa6i lutho ngo6a 6ase 6efikile emizini 
yaku6o. Ngangomuso 6ahamba 6aye 6afika ko­
munye umuzi waku6o kaMthwazi, 6alala. fiatha­
tha enqamulayo e6ange kwaDukuza 6alalela eduze 
kwaMadundu6e . .6angena nazo ekusen i koMkhulu. 

Washo uJeqe, ese6onga iNkosi, yaphuma yazi-
6uka, lokhu ezimbili 6azishiye endleleni, 6engasa­
zihla6anga. Zafika zingamashumi ama6ili, wa­
sondela ku6o wa6ona amanxe6a, kwa6a y ilowo 
wamxoshisa ithole, kwahlatshwa za6a zimbili 
kwadliwa kuxoxwa impi yazo. 

Kuthe kungaka6i zinsuku eziningi oJ eqe 6e6u­
y ile ekudleni izinkomo eQhudeni, kwafika ko­
Mkhulu amadoda amahlanu ephuma eNonothi. 
Ahlala e6andla neNkosi esi6ayeni noJeqe ekhona. 
Athi: 

"Sifike nje Nkosi sizo6ika uda6a lapba eNkosini. 
A6antu 6eNkosi 6aphelile emizini yakithi, 6a­
khunkulwa uMbali kaNtulo wakwaMkhwanazi. 
Zonke izanusi zinuka yena." INkosi yathi: 

"Hambani nigoduke, ngizomlungisa." 
£athe uku6a 6ahambe yathi: 
" J eqe, hamba uye eziga6eni ufune izinsizwa 

zi6e yishumi nesihlanu, uhambe nazo niyo6ulala 
u Mbali. Ningashiyi lutho, nicoshise izalukazi 
nezingan e, nishise umuzi, niphange izinkomo zakhe 
nizilethe lapha kimi." 

Nembala uJ eqe waya kozifuna izinsizwa lezo. 
I:} ezifumene wa6ika eNkosini. Yathi iNkosi: 

"Anovuka ekuseni, kuyaswelela niyawuk'ak'a 
u m uzi wakhe, u6atshele bangakhwehleli, kothi 
lapho kusayo, niwuvimbezele umuzi wakhe." 

Kwa6anjalo njengokusho kweNkosi. fiavuka 
ckuseni 6ahamba 6aye 6afika eNonothi, 6ahambe 
:·e6efuna ukudla emizini, 6ashonisa ilanga . .6afika 
k uphuzwa kwaMagqumeni, omunye wala6a a6a6e­
zohlala uMbali. Wa6ona ukuthi sekuyikho lapha 
e 6ona uJeqe. Wa6apha ukudla, 6ahlala khona 
kwaze kwangathi se6eyalala, kuthe lapho kwe-
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ndlalwa, 5aphuma 6aqonda khona kwaMbali. 
fiahlala enhla komuzi. .6aya6ezwa 6ekhuluma 
khona ezindlini, nezinja zalizwa iphunga la6o, 
za6akhonkotha 6aze 6asuka 6aya lapho kuya nga­
khona umoya. 

Kuthe lapho kukhala izinkuku ezizolandelwa 
ezokugcina, wayifaka uJeqe. Yangena phakathi 
komuzi yashaya izicaba, 6adliwa yimikhonto, 6e-
6agwaza emacansini. Umuntu wezwa nje o "Maye-
6a6o ! Ngafela ocansini mina ka6a6a !" 

UJeqe akakho lap ho umi · ngenhla komuzi ; 
akumja6ulisi ukugwazela umuntu ocansm1. 
Omunye umfazi kaMbali waphambana na6o e6e­
lethe umntwana, elandelwa umfanyana wakhe 
owelusa amathole, neqhikiza likaMbali, eselikhuza 
impisi. fiathe 6ethi 6ayeqa, gaga kuJ eqe, 6athi: 

"Awu, muntu weNkosi !" 
Wathi uJeqe: 
"Dlulani ngamandla ni6aleke." 
.6asinda la Bo, uJ eqe wasondela eduze wafica 

ijongosi lentombi selidindilizile egcekeni, wagco6a 
umkhonto wakhe ngegazi lalo ukuze 6angasho 
uku~hi u6enga6ulali yen a. .6a6aqeda lap ho, uJ eqe 
wa61za a6aku6o wathi ma6ahudulele zonke izi­
~~mbu ezindlini 6ashise izindlu, a6a6ili 6akhiphe 
izmkomo esi6ayeni nezimbuzi. Nempela kwenziwa 
lok~o 6aziqhu6a, kuthe lapho kufudumala ilanga, 
6af1ka emfuleni, 6ageza, 6ahla6a izimbuzi ezimbili, 
6ap_hehla uvathi 6aphemba umlilo, Bosa inyama 
yez1mbuzi 6adla. 

. Kuthe kuntambama 6afika nazo izinkomo 
zmga!l1:ashumi asithupha nezimbuzi eziyishumi 
nam~1h. Wa6onga iNkosi uJ eqe. Akaze aphuma 
u~~z16ona uTshaka. Wathuma induna wathi ma­
ziyiswe kwelinye ikhanda. Kwa6anjalo. 

1 J!an.gena uJeqe, wema ngaphandle kwelawu 
e " os1, ~a~ilandisa ukuhamba kwa6o. Yathi: 

lphehle mkani kumthakashana ndini." 
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ISAHLUKO V. 

Isizwe Siyamsola uTshaka 
A6antu nezinduna sezide zixoxa noDingane. 

£akhala ngezingane za6o eziphelela ezimpini. 
Ngaso lesosikhathi ama6utho amasha ayengekho 
eye kohlasela le kwaSoshangane, a6anye se6efike 
6azikhonzela kwezinye izizwe, 6ethi: 

"Sikhathele uTshaka esi6ulalisa ngezinye 
izizwe !" UDingane u6iza oMhlangana noMbophe, 
nezinye izikhulu 6ehle6a uTshaka ngezenzo zakhe. 
Izinceku zikaDingane sezihamba ziBangenela 
Bonke aBakhulu ziveza umoya wenzondo ngo­
Tshaka. Komunye umhlangano wa6o Baveza 
iceBo lokuBa 6athume umuntu njengesikhonzi 
ayothola uJeqe ukuBa naye aBe ngakuBona, 
aBadlisele uTshaka ngo6uthi ekudleni kwakhe. 

Nempela 6amthola umuntu ongumngane kaJeqe. 
Wahamba waya khona koMkhulu njengesikhonzi. 
Kuthi nxa uJeqe eseziga6eni a6e yilokhu efuna 
amathu6a oku6a axoxe naye. Waze wazidela 
ngelinye ilanga 6e6oBaBili wathi: 

"£uthelezi, uyazi nje ukuthi sekukhona uzungu 
phakathi kukaZulu ukuBa uTshaka lo a6ulawe 
kuBuse uDingane ukuze aBantu ke Baphumule 
ezimpini?" UJ eqe athi: 

"Qha, angikwazi." 
Ithi lensizwa: 
"Kuya ngo6a uhlala lapha koMkhulu, awuzizwa 

izinda6a ezikhulunywa ngaBantu ezifundeni lapha. 
Izinhliziyo zaBantu sezinamathele kuDingane eze­
themba ukuthi izwe uzoke aliphumuze empini. 
Ngikhuluma nje izinsizwa zile kwaSoshangane 
ziyohlasela khona, a6anye 6athunywe le emaMpo­
ndweni. Kuso6ala ukuthi uTshaka uzoqeda aBantu 
ngezikhali zempi. Uthini wena £uthelezi?" 

UJeqe athi: "Nami ngiya6ona ukuthi iNl<osi le 
inomha wu sengathi ingaBusa lonke izwe kunga­
tiikho iNkosi enye." 
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Sithi isithunywa senhlangano yawo Dingane: 
"Pho, kungenziwa njani ukunqamula lenka­

thazo ?" 
Athi uJeqe: 
"Angazi, noma ku6uhlungu kangaka uku6ona 

a6antu imihla namalanga Becekelwa phansi 
lapha ekhaya nangemikhonto yezizwe, ngenxa 
kaTshaka, mina ngethembekile kuye ngesivu­
melwano engasenza naye ukuBa ngimufele noma 
kunjani." 

Isithunywa sithi: 
"Qha, £uthelezi, a6antu 6angephele ngomuntu 

oyedwa. Kumnandi a6antu 6ehlezi emakh.aya 
izwe lithule. Akukho sizwe esingahlasela uZulu 
ezithulele. Mina ngithi uwe ongavela nesu ngo6a 
usondele kakhulu kuye kunaBo Bonke a6antu." 

£athi Besephakathi nalenkulumo zezwakala 
izinceku: 

"Nangu uJeqe !" 
Asa6ele uJ eqe: 
"Wen'omnyama !" 
Afike anikwe imiseBenzi esiGodlweni iNkosi 

ithi: "Akengelule amadolo. £aphume nayo Be-
hamba." 

Iloku kuthunywa uJeqe nje uku6a a6ulale 
a6antu, iNkosi ifuna ukususa isihawu kuye a6enje­
n~ayo ngesi6indi soku6ulala njengo6a eyinsila yayo 
nJe. Naye wayeseze wejwayela uku6ulala a6antu 
ng?6a i:ioma into imbi nxa umuntu eseyenzele futhi 
ay16e 1sa6ambi. Noko wayengakehlelwa iloku 
okwamehlela ngelinye ilanga, 6esesiGodlweni esi­
n?aphandle lapho kuhlala khona izinceku eziga­
n~weyo. £ahamba nayo iNkosi. Uthe ethuka 
nJe owesifazane ekhulelwe uthi nqamana na6o 
oJ eqe neNkosi. 

Ithi iNkosi : 
"Jeqe, thatha lomfazi ubeke umkhonto omfi­

~tfn1yana, _umqhaqhe isisu kesi6one ukuthi ingane 1 a a kanJani esiswini ingakazalwa." 
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K wathi ashone phansi uJ eqe, pho, ?zothini 
sekukhulume izulu eliphezulu. Wa6e uyaz1khalela 
owesifazana; wamqhaqha uJeqe. Wa6~k~ uTsh~ka 
wahleka, wahamba. Zazimthatha izms1zwa z1ya 
komlahla umfazi kwanga6anda6azalutho. . . 

Lento yamnenga ka6i uJeqe. Usede eth1 enhh­
ziyweni 6aqinisile a6athi ngayesuswa uTshaka 
phansi komthunzi wel~nga. . . . . . 

"Ngangingazi ukuth1 ukuzm1~e~a eNko~m1 yam1 
kuyakungenza ngize ngenze 1zmto ezmengeka 
kanje." . . . 

Uthe e6uyela eziga6eni waf1ka les1s1thunywa 
sikaDingane sesihambile, ethi uzosixoxela l.enda6a 
embi ne6uhlungu yokuhlinza umuntu wes1fazana 
ekhulelwe. 

Le emva iphehliwe inda6a yokususa uTshaka. 
Lomfo ufika uya6ika uthi: "Ngimlinge ngama­
qhinga amaningi uJ eqe ngithi asihlangane naye 
adlise uTshaka. Naye kuyamkhanyela. ukuthi iz~~ 
uliphethe ka6i, kodwa wethembek1le eNkosm1 
yakhe akanakuze ayilimaze." 

UDingane na6angane 6akhe se6efune iza~us~ 
nezinyanga 6ezama ukumphonsa n.gem1th1 
uTshaka, phinde ! Izinyanga ekwehluleke1:1 kwaz? 
zibace ngokuthi uphethwe izinyanga ez1hlakam­
phileyo imithi yamalumbo ayinakuze imngene 
uTshaka. .6azama 6azama ngemithi 6ehluleka. 
6ase 6e6iza lesithunywa a6a6esithume kuJeqe, 
6athi: "Ngo6a nike naxoxa naye u.6uthelezi, kuhle 
uphindele umncenge uthi uDingane uyokuhlanza 
6onke u6umnyama 6ensila kaTshaka akwakhele 
umuzi omkhulu emva koku6a usugezwe ngezinte­
lezi, futhi mhla efayo uTshaka uyokulondoloza 
ungambelwa naye." . . . 

Lensizwa yaphindela nJenges1khonz1 koMkhulu. 
Yamthola uJeqe, 6axoxa. Wayitshela ngesimeke­
meke senda6a ayenziwe yiNkosi uku6a aqhaqhe 
owesifazane ekhulelwe. 

Yathi lenda6a uku6a iphumelele ngaphandle 
ku6antu kwaya ngokwanda ukunengeka kuka-
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Tshaka. .6aja6ula kakhulu oDinga~e na6a_n~an~ 
6akhe. A6anye 6athi: "Nithi usayozmqo6a 1z1mp1 
Io ese6one um6ilini womuntu wesifazane?" Phez~ 
kwakho konke lokhu osekuluthuthuva phakath1 
kukaZulu a6anye 6a6engavumelani. A6anye 6a-
6emthanda ka6i uTshaka ngo6uqhawe 6akhe. 
Kwakuvama uku6a 6alwe emakhaya 6e6a1:ga yena. 
Oke wakhuluma ngokumjivaza nje, usethmte owe­
thembeke kuye, se6ethathelana izinduku 6elwa. 
Nxa ize yafika ezinduneni inda6a yokulwa kw_a~o, 
lo o6ejivaza uTshaka ayo6ikwa koMkhulu, avmJ~­
zelwe a6ulawe. A6e eyazikhalele umuntu eth1: 

"Iyahletshwa nje neNkosi", kungalalelwa, 
a6ulawe, 6ethi: . . ? 

"Ungu6ani wena ongahle6a 1Zulu ehphezulu. 
Inja le! Konje inja iluma umniniy_o !" .. 

Ngelinye ilanga kwasuka es1khulu 1S1dumo 
esiGodlweni kuthukana izintombi ezimbili ezingu­
Mdlunkulu kaTshaka zixa6ene. "Ududwa ngo6a 
unomuthi wen tan do, u6izwa njalo yiNkosi; futhi 
ungeneliswa nayilokho, u6uye ugange", kusho enye 
kwenye. Zi6e sezidumelene, zishayane, ziklwe­
bane, zilumane ku6e nje. 

Enye ithi: 
".6engingathi wathatha nomuthi esokeni lakho 

uku6a u6ulale iNkosi." Zithukane ku6e nje 
a6anye 6alalele. Lokhu ukulwa, namazwi enhla­
mba a6akhiphelene wona a6ikwe kuTshaka. 

Ngaso leso sikhathi iNkosi i6ize uNozitshela no­
Jeqe 6aye koqula elikhulu icala ngaphakathi esi­
Godlweni. Lapho inda6a ikhulunywa kuhlaluke 
ukuthi zombili lezintombi zeNkosi ziyelelesa. La6a 
a6a6anjwa uJeqe 6a6eze kuzo. Kwahlaluka futhi 
ukuthi inomuthi wentando, yikho nje inogazi 
eNkosini. 

Ahambe uNdunankulu noJeqe 6aye koyi6ikela 
iNkosi ukuhlola kwa6o lelicala. Ithi iNkosi uku6a 
izwe ukuthi kanti kukhona a6ayiphathele imithi 
ngaphakathi esiGodlweni ithukuthele ithelwe nga­
manzi. lthi kuNdunankulu 6enoJeqe: 
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"Hambani kalokhu niyophequlula yonke into 
elawini lalezintombi nifune imithi." 

Nempela ke 6esukele phezulu. £a6ize izigqili 
zamantombazane, zingene elawini, zikhiphe yonke 
impahla esendlini, uJeqe eqojeme phakathi, 
uNdunankulu esegcekeni zi6ekwa phambi kwakhe. 
Zithi sezithi ziqedile izigqili ukukhipha athi uJ eqe: 
"Ayi, bekisisani nasezintungweni ~endlu." Kan ti 
uqinisile, esinye siluthole uphonJwana oluncane 
lwePhithi. 

Phandle lapha phambi kwenduna sekugcwele 
amacansi izicamelo, izingu6o zezikhumba ezishu­
kiweyo, 'imitsha yawo uMdlunkulu, izigqo6ela 
zawogwayi, u6uhlalu, izindondo, imibijo yotshani, 
amathongwane, imifuma yamafutha, amasongo 
ethusi, amagwalagwala, isaka6uli, nakho konke 
kwemvunulo yoMdlunkulu. 

Isondele eduze induna BenoJeqe. Kusondele 
isigqili si6e sinye manje esizothatha ngakunye. 
Laphaya sekumi izintombi ezihambe zikhethwa 
phakathi kwezwe ngo6uhle 6azo zikheth~lw~ 
iNkosi nezethulwa a6anumzane namakhos1kaz1 
6e6uk~la lesisenzo esasiqala ukuze senzeke esi­
Godlweni. Phakathi kwala6a kukhona a6anye 
nje ese6a6a amatebe, se6ehlulwa na ukuma, seBe: 
cambalala phansi. Beka a6antu 6engase6enz1 
Bedla inyama notshwala nako konke ukudla oku­
ligugu ! Mhla ethande imifino isigqili siyayishe­
shisa mhla ethande umbantshi siyawusheshisa, 
mhla' ethande ithanga noma yini kufika nge­
sikhathi. 

£ayaphenya oJeqe nenduna. Uphonjwana 
lwePhithi selu6ekwe lodwa. .6afike esinye isi­
shuqulwana esi6oshwe ngesikhumba sembuzi 
esishukiweyo kodwa sidatshuliwe. .6asiphenye 
Bafice amakhu6alo nemithi eyizinsizi namafutha 
esophondweni lwenyamazane. £akuthathe lokhu 
6aku6eke nganhlanye. £afune empahleni 6anga6e 
6esathola lutho. UJ eqe akuthathe konke lokhu 
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okuyimithi akuphathe ngesandla. Induna iyo6ika 
eNkosini a6akufumene. 

INkosi ithi: 
"Hamba khona manje u6ize izanusi nenyanga 

enkulu." . . 
.6athi uku6a 6afike la6a a6a6ili iNkosi 1th1 

kuJeqe: 
".6eka phansi lokho." I6e seyithi kuNduna­

nkulu: 
"Landisa la6a lomhlola ongiveleleyo. Kanti 

ngihlezi nje ngi6ulawa a6endlu yami." 
W athi uku6a uJ eqe ayi6eke phambi kwa6o 

lemithi isangoma sasukwa amalingozi, saququ6ala, 
sazelula, sagxuma, saya le negceke, sa6u6ula sase 
sizishaya phansi salala sathi ja. Sithe sesivuka 
sasesikhuluma sithi : 

"Imithi emi6i le. .6afuna uku6ulala iNkosi 
la6a." 

Inyanga yayihlolisisa lemithi, yafumana ukuthi 
omunye owentando, omunye umkhando, omunye 
idliso. 

Enye okuyiyona i6iphethe lemithi intombi yayi­
phika yathi eyalo. Ikhomba okunguyena eyida­
lu lile. Yazishaya phansi le enye ithi eyayo. 

Uthando yinto eyisimangaliso ngo6a esikhu­
ndleni sokuthi azithathwe ziyo6ulawa uTshaka, 
efisa · uku6ulala le angayithandiyo, a6one 
ukuthi uNdunankulu anakuvuma, uzothi uma 
ekhona o6ulawayo a6a6ulawe 6o6a6ili, waye­
sethi aku6izwe izikhonzi, zi6entathu ziyo6iza 
oyise Beze koMkhulu. Yathathwa leyo mithi ya­
shiswa. 

Kuthe uku6a Bafike la6a a6anumzane uTshaka 
wathi induna mayi6alandise yonke inda6a 
eyenziwe amadodakazi a6o phakathi komuzi 
weNkosi. Yathatha phansi induna yaze yaqeda. 

£aphendula Bathi: 
"Nda6ezitha, singathini thina ! Izulu eliphe­

zulu malizenzele eliku6onayo ezinjeni zalo." 
Wathi uTshaka: 
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"£athatheni a6anta6enu la6a niyo6alaya ema­
khaya." 

Nempelake 6a6athatha 6ahamba na6o. Kuthe 
kungaka6insuku zatshwala kwathunyelwa ya­
landwa intandokazi. Lo ongathandwayo, a6u­
yange alandwe nempela. 

Yakhula ingebe kuTshaka. Lokhu u6ehlezi 
enevuso lokuthi uyazondwa a6akwa6o, nevuso 
lokuthakathwa, lesisenzo esivele ngaphakathi esi­
Godlweni samngenisela ukwesa6a okukhulu. Wa­
hlala engasakhululekile, esede ethuka u6ala nje. 
Wanga6e esa6anawo nomnkamunkamu wokuya 
koxoxa ne6andla esi6ayeni. Izikhulu ezizokhonza 
nomphakathi owawuye uja6ule exoxa nawo ezempi 
waze wenyela. "Uthi imbala iNkosi iphile kahle 
nje? Sayintula kangaka sifikile sizoyikhonza." 
A6anumzane 6afuna izinyanga zezingubu nemi­
qangala namagemfe nazo zonke izinto ezi­
shaywayo, 6afunda eziga6eni uku6a 6ahlangane 
uku6a bahlanganise lemidlalo ukuze izwakale 
kahle. .£athe Japho se6eshaya ngokuzwana, 6a-
6ayisa esi6ayeni, 6a6asondeza lapho kuzokuzwa­
kala kahle esiGodlweni 6ehlose ukudo6a iNkosi 
ingene ngaphakathi izolalela. 

!the uku6a iNkosi izwe lemvunge erpnandi 
ya6iza uJ eqe yath i: 

"Yini le? Kwenzenjani esi6ayeni?" 
UJeqe wathi: 
"Izinja zakho Nda6ezitha, zizokudlalela, zifisa 

uku6a ukuye kuzo uzolalela lomdlalo wazo 
omnandi." 

Nempela yaphuma iNkosi esiGodlweni yaya esi-
6ayeni. Yalalela, yaja6ula, loku na6anumzane 
nomphakathi usuthe shaye ngaphakathi esi6ayeni. 

Yathi iNkosi: 
"Lo6u Bumnandi o6ungaka nanikade ningaca-

6angi ngani ukungenzela Bona?" 
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I6andla lathi : 
"Silo esimnyama, kusa kusa. Sihlala sica6anga 

uku6a singakuthokozisa ngani." 
UMdlunkulu ngenhla laphaya usude ujilajila 

sengathi ungangena nawo ulalele. Wawucelela 
uNdunankulu eNkosini, yavuma. 

A6adlali se6eqedile ukudlala, iNkosi ya6a nama­
xoxo ne6andla. Kwavuka okudala kokuxoxa 
ngezempi. Ya6ukeka inci6ilikile. .Bathe 6ephuma 
esi6ayeni 6eya eziga6eni 6a6eja6ula 6onke. 

Se6ephumile a6ayofuna 1zmgwe zokuguba 
umkhosi na6ayofuna uselwa olwandle. Kodwa 
iNkosi kayikangeni endlini enkulu eyelashelwa 
kuyo, nokho ama6utho aseqalile ukusondezela 
umkhosi, amanye asakha amaxhi6a awo. Ukudla 
endle kuyakhihliza okunye kuyashuqa. Ngaleso­
sikhathi sekukhona uzungu olukhulu phakathi 
kwama6utho asekhulile loku6a sengathi uTshaka 
angafa noma a6ulawe. Amanye asahlala isikhathi 
eside engaganiwe ngo6a ayejutshwa iyo iNkosi; 
kepha iwali6azisa ngezimpi, ngesinye isikhathi 
kuphele unyaka kuyiloku ahamba eyohlasela 
e6ulawa izitha nendlala. Noko wayengekho 
owayengaphumisela o6ala. A6antu 6a6enyenyeza. 
UDingane esede enyenyeza na6angane 6akhe efuna 
isu loku6ulala uTshaka. 

Wathi ehlezi nje engazelele lutho uTshaka, kanti 
uDingane na6angane 6akhe se6ehlose ukum6ulala. 
Wayengazi ukuthi aseyiku·wudlala umkhosi lo 
ayesel ungiselele a6antu uku6a 6awuhlele le, seku­
thunyelwe nezwi enyangeni yakhe uku6a ilungise 
imithi yokunyathelisa iNkosi. UDingane use­
hlangene noMhlangana noMbophe uku6a 6amzume 
6am6ulale. Nembala uthe ehlezi yedwa 6amnge­
nela 6amgwaza. Lagxuma iqhawe elidala, lathi: 

"Ni6ulala mina nje ngeke nali6usa, lohanjwa 
zinkonjane ezimhlophe." E6ikezela ukuthi lo-
6uswa a6elungu. 
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ISAHLUKO V I. 

Uyeqa uJeqe 

Njengo6a insila yeNkosi imbelwa nayo, w~nele 
wa6ona nje uJeqe ukuthi iNkosi yakhe se6ey1g,~8:­
zile, sekumelwe uku6a a6ulawe nxatshana 1s1-
lahlwa wafikelwa imica6ango eminingi. Owoku­
qala u~qondo wakhe uku6a afe neNkosi yakhe 
njengo6a nasempini wayelungele ukufa. Loku 
iNkosi 6ayigwaze ntambama, wayitha6atha esizwa 
a6esifazane, wayifaka endlini nezinye izinceku 
zayo, wayigoqonga, wayembathisa ngengu6o yayo. 
fiahlalake se6elungele ukuze kulungiswe ingcwa6a 
layo. Kuthe e6usuku efikelwe isihlambi so6u­
thongo, ngo6a 6uyinkosi, noma umuntu elinde 
isidumbu wethuka esenquphazela nje. waphupha 
uJeqe. Waphupha kufike oyisemkhulu, onke 
arnadlozi aku6o ephelele, athi kuye: 

"Akuka6i sikhathi soku6a uye kwagoqanyawo 
Jeqe, kukhulu izwe lakini osazolenzela kona 
kunokuhla6ana kwakho uhla6anela uTshaka. 
Suka uhambe khona manje ungalindi noma kuze 
kuse." 

Waphaphama uJeqe, uthe ephaphama enye 
yezinceku yayikhwezela isihlonti soqunga, waciki­
ca amehlo, waca6anga. Wathi enhliziyweni ngizoli­
lalela noma angizulilalela yini izwi la wo6a6a? 
Waphuma endlini njengomuntu oya ngaphandle. 
Uthe ephandle umqondo wokweqa wagunya. 
Ukuze anga6onakali ukuthi uyeqa, waphuma entu­
Beni engaphethe zikhali wahamba waye wafika 
ernfuleni. Wageza e~zela uku6a a6enendlela 
emhlophe njengo6a naku esuka esidunjini. Weqe­
)a ngaphesheya wasiphula isiqunga, wahlafuna 
imp~nde yaso wakhwifa, esusa wona umnyama 
wes1dumbu. Weqa ukhalo, wagijima, wagijima 
engaqondi nalapho eya khona. Kwafika umqondo 
wokuthi kuhle ayodlula ekhaya, wawususa lo-
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mqondo ngokuthi funa ku5ulawe wonke umuzi 
kayise nxashana eficwe esekhaya. Wathi: "Mangi-
5ange ngasolwandle, 5ayophuza ukungithola, no­
kufuna a5ayuca5anga uku5a ngiye ngasolwandle." 
Kuthe la kumpondozankomo, engazange ehlanga­
n::i. namuntu, wangena esihlahleni wahlala. Nje­
ngo5a wayesehambe 5onke u5usuku, kwenye 
indawo ehamba ngokugijima, wazumeka waze wa­
vuka emini enkulu, kwa5e nokulamba sekuthe ng.i­
lapha. Wazelula, waphuma esihlah leni, wahamba 
eqonda ezinkomeni ayezi5ona, zikla5ile, ziyi5anga. 
Waqonda ukuthi imizi iseduze, anga5ona amasimu 
uyokwe5a ukudla. Uthe lapho eseseduze nezi­
nkomo ilanga seli5antu5ahle, wa5a5ona a5afana 
se5eziqoqa, nemizi eseyi5ona eduze namasimu 
wahlala phansi waphumula. Kuthe lapha kuthi 
hwaqa, wa5anga emasimini, loku uwafica 
ekhihliza, nemfe isiyikhiphile iminyani. kodwa 
jng-akavuthwa kahle. Wathi ngi5onwa yini emfeni 
engamakhikhizela ! Wafula umbila wawetshatha, 
wakhohlwa manje ukuthi uzowosa ngani. Wa­
sondela emzm1 wa5ona ukuthi kuphekwe 
emnyango, waququ5ala 5uqamamana nomuzi, Baze 
6ephula 5angena endlini, wasondela, izinja 
zamuzwa, zamkhonkotha wa5uyela emuva, wafuna 
isu lokuyothatha isikhuni esivuthayo lapho 5ekade 
5epheke khona. Walandela umoya, zathi zisali-
5ele izinja ukunxiBa ukudla, ezwa Bede Bezikhuza 
5ethi, "Harne, inani, ayiphume !" Wasuka nge­
likhulu iju5ane waziphonsa eziko elisezaleni, lapho 
Bekade 5epheke khona, wasithatha isikhuni esi­
vuthayo, wahamba wafika phansi komuthi, wa5asa, 
wosa umbila, wadla wasutha. Waselandela 
indlela eya emfuleni, esefika ephuza. Manje wa­
qala ukuca6anga ngezikhali, ukuthi: "Loku ngi­
hamba izwe linezilwane, angiphethe mkhonto, nxa 
ngihlangana nesilwane nase5usuku ngokwenze­
njani?" Waqunga isi6indi wathi: "Mangiyokhule­
ka khona laphaya, emzini, ngicele indawo yokulala, 
ngeke 5angi6one ngo5a sekuhlwile." 
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Uthe lapho esondela zamkhunga 1zmJa wazi­
khuza, wakhuleka esemnyango. fiam5uza uku6a 
ungu5ani uvelaphi? WaziBiza ngelinye igama 
wathi: "Ngingowalapha eMatigulu, ngihlwelwe 
ngikhulekela indawo." fiathi: 

"Ngena." 
Wangena. fiam6uza 5athi: 

"IsiBongo sakho ungowaphi?" 
Wathi: 
"NgingowakwaQwaBe, ngi5ange ngalapha olwa­

ndle, ngifuna umuthi wokukhipha inyongo, si­
phethwe umkhuhlane ngapha ngakithi. " 

Ayike Bamphakela izinkoBe embengeni wadla. 
Kwathi lapho sekuyolalwa wahamba na5afana 
5akhona wayolala elawini lezinsizwa. fiathe 
aBafana se5ekhanyisile se5endlala iso lakhe wali-
5eka emgi5eni wemikhonto. Wathi nansiya lapha 
Beyi5eka khona ! .6amnika isihlandla wendlala, 
wathatha isikhumba sembuzi esendlalelwa udaka 
ngasemnyango wembatha. Kuthi phakathi ko6u­
suku lokhu akalele u6uthongo, uququ5ele nje, kade 
elele emini enkulu, wavuka eBezwa se5ehona, 
wanyonyoBa waye wafinyelela emgiBeni yemi­
khonto wathatha ya5a mi5ili newisa, waphuma 
njengomuntu oya kuchama; washaya wachitha. 
Uyahamba nomzimba usuqinile esephethe izikhali. 
.6avuka qede 5athi: 

"Uphi lomfo okade elele lapha, kanti unjani 
uhambisa okweThonga, asavalelisi?" 

fiephuza ukuBona ukuthi kanti uhambe nje 
untshontshe imikhonto ya5o . 

Emva le koMkhulu kuyayaluzwa kufunwa insila 
YeNkosi uJ eqe. Sekuhlangene amakhanda ama­
ningi kuzolahlwa iNkosi, sekuthunywe na5antu 
kuDingane ukuthi insila yeNkosi kayi5onwa. 
Wathukuthela wathelwa ngamanzi uDingane. 
Wathi ufuna uku5a afunwe aBulawe embelwe 
kanye noTshaka, funa a5e yisithunzi esi5i kuye 
em5usweni wakhe, amenzele umnyama omuBi. 
Rwakhishwa iviyo lahlakazeka ngezindlela ezithile 
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limfuna. Kwaze kwakhishwa izwi lokuthi akasale 
esengcwatshwa uTshaka, isidumbu sesiyanuka, 
uJ eqe useyo6ulawa mhla etholwayo. 
Kwa6a yilanga elikhulu mhla esembelwa uTshaka 

lokhu ithuna limbiwe la6a likhulu, kwathi eceleni 
phansi nalo, kwagunjwa indawo eyanele isidumbu 
sakhe ehlezi egoqongiwe. Ama6utho aselethe 
inqwa6a yamahlahla nezi6onda ezicij iwe izindawo 
zombili nezithungo zoku6iya. Sekuhlatshwe izi­
nkomo eziningi ezinkulu, sekunuka inyama umuzi 
wonke, kukhona izinka6i ezilif.,h umi ezimnyama 
esezikhethiwe uku6a zelashwe, izikhumba zazo 
okuzogqitshwa ngazo iNkosi. Akuvunywa uku6a 
kukhalwe Japha esi6ayeni, ama6utho ahu6a ama­
gama amakhulu o6ukhosi 6akwaZulu , ashaya 
amahawu. Sekukhethwe izintombi esiGodlweni 
ezizophelekezela iNkosi sekukhishwe onke ama­
cansi akhe nemicamelo, nesihlangu nemitsha 
yakhe konke okwakuhlala emzimbeni, nezinkamba 
zokudla nezinkezo nemikhonto yakhe. Sekuqo­
qelwa eduze nethuna. Seku6izwa uNozitshela ne­
zinye izinceku zisondele. Izinka6i ezimnyama 
sezihlatshiwe inyanga yazifafaza ngomuthi izi­
khumba, zasondezwa ethuneni; lokhu limbiwe la6a 
yisikhelekehle, kwakhethwa izinsizwa ezi lishumi 
za6anumzane. Sakhishwa isidumbu endlini, se­
simbozwe ngesinye isikhumba salezinka6i czi­
mnyama, sathathwa amadoda ayisithupha, amane 
afike angena khona ethuneni, asemukela, asifaka 
kahle egumbini elimbiwe eceleni, kwase ku­
sondezwa uMdlunkulu lowo o6usukhethiwe, 
a6anye kuwo 6ehambe 6eshayana amadolo, a6anye 
6ewa phansi 6ezikhalela, pho, 6anakwe u6ani, 
6ahlatsh wa ngamunye ngamu nye 6emukelwa 
ethuneni. Waphela qede uMdlunkulu kwangenwa 
ezincekwini, zahlatshwa, kwasondela a6afana, 6a­
hlatshwa. Kwathathwa izikhumba ez ine za6a­
mboza 6onke la6a kanye nalamadoda amane akade 
ehlela isidumbu, wona egwazwa a6angaphandle-
6onke la6a ku t hiwa 6ayokhonza iNkosi ezweni 
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elizayo. Kwafakwa impahla yonke yayo, kwa­
mbozwa ngezikhumba, izikhumba ezazisalele, 
kwase kuthelwa umhla6athi, kugxunyekwa izi-
6onda zizungeza ifipha, ku6iywa ngezintungo, 
sekufakwa amahlahla aze a6e ngangendlu phezu 
kwethuna. Asuke onke ama6utho aye kogeza 
emfuleni ngesiqunga namagxolo omganu. 

Simshiye ephuma emzini antshontsha kuwo 
umkhonto uJ eqe. Wahamba nja lo wa6anga nga­
solwandle. Kuthe emini wezwa kuxokozelwa ko­
munye umuzi, waqonda ukuthi kuyaph uzwa, 
nephango eselizwa, wathi : "Ake ngiphambukele 
lapha ngiyocela utshwala." Ngalesosikhathi a6ake­
zwa a6antu 6akuleyonda wo ukuthi iNkosi ifile. 
Uthe ethi gaga phansi lapho i6andla liphuzela 
khona utshwala, wakhangwa yila6a a6ath unywa 
uku6a 6ahambe 6ayofuna uselwa, 6ehlezi e6andla 
6ephuza. .6am6ona qede 6ethuka: 

"Awu, uJ eqe lo, insila yeNkosi, u6ekwa yini 
lap ha?" 

Ayi wakhuleka nj e 6am6ingelela wavuma, wa-
6ika indlala. Lam6iza elinye ikhehla, waphuza. 
lzithunywa Iezi zakoMkhul u sezide zi6ukana. zi­
khohliwe ukuthi ulapha nje kwenzenjani. Waye­
sezi6iza njalo uJeqe, esethi: "Ngilapha nje ngifuna 
nina, iNkosi isithukuthele kade nathunywa kani-
6uyi." 

"Ai, amanga wena wakoMkhulu, sesifune Jonke 
ugu lolu asitholi lu tho. Yikhathi luhlanzayo 
uselwa, zisencane." 

Wathi uJeqe: 
"Hambani khona manje nami ngiyanilandela 

ngisaphuza." 
.6asukela phezulu se6enovalo lokuthi sekuze 

kwakhishwa inceku esondele eNkosini, mhlawumbe 
se6ofike 6a6ulawe. .6athe 6eshona enzansi no­
khalo uJeqe wayekhu phuka nokhalo, wa6ona 
u
6
kuthi kuzoze kufike izwi lokuthi iNkosi ifile, 
amdalule ukuthi 6am6onile. Nang·uya esekhu­

Phuka manje, ese lugwema ulwandle, ehamba aze 
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ayolala emizini ngaseNyezane. Ukusa kwa6onwa 
uye, wakhwela wa6anga ngas'Ongoye, uhamba 
njalo usephothe imizi waqhela ngayo, yalifihla 
Jonke i6unzi lakhe, yaze yafika phezu kwamashiya, 
ukuze nomaziyo angasheshi ukum6ona ukuthi 
u6ani. 

Uthe lapho ephakathi kweziMfolozi zombili, 
edovuza ohlongeni, esalahlekelwe yindlela, ehamba 
elandela izindlela zezinyamazane, zi6uye ziphele, 
uthe ethi qhamu lapha kulu6ala wayekhwela phezu 
kweSibejane, umoya utheleka kuso, sesimqamele, 
uphonjwana lwaso selumi seluthe qingqo. Wanele 
waqhamuka nje ohlongeni wezwa sesisho sesithi: 
"Be! be! be !" sesimphonsa. Sathi lapho sesi­
gxumile sesicimele, sithi sithatha kanye, ,va­
phonseka ecaleni, sathi la9ho isidumbu saso si­
qondene naye eduze mpela, wawufaka · emhla5a­
nkomo mahlanze, wangena waphelela sabodla sa-
5aleka, akazi ukuthi saye safelaphi. Lapho use­
ngene ehlanzeni eli6i lezindlovu, nezingonyama 
nezinyathi, kuthimula yonke indawo kumethuka; 
imizi kayisekho lapho nendlala isim6ulele. Kuthe 
kuntambama wafica isinyamu semba5ala silele. 
Wasigwaza waphuza igazi Jaso, wathatha imilenze 
yom5ili, wafukutha usu nesi5indi wahamba. Wa-
6ona ukuthi liyashona wakhwela emthini omkhulu, 
onamagatsha asa5alele ngokwendlaleka, wazigaxa 
kwama6ili, imikhonto yakhe wayigximeka ngo­
kudla kwayo emithini, iwisa wali6ophela egatsheni 
ngenotwane walala. Ede ephaphanyiswa uku­
bodla kwezilwane e6usuku, zizwa iphunga 
lomuntu. Ayi, nokho, kwaze kwasa engathiki­
nyezwa yilutho ngaphandle kokwethuswa umsindo 
wazo izilwane. Kwasa qede wahamba esehamba 
efuna uvathi, waze waluthola waluphehla, ecija 
isiphehlo ngomkhonto. Wawuthola umlilo wa6asa, 
wosa amadanda esinyamu asi6ulele ngayizolo 
wadla, waqhu6eka. Wayiwela eMnyama iMfolozi, 
wadundu6ala kuMasibe phezulu eMasundwini wa­
fica imizi lapho. 
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W angenisa emzini kaMhayi wakwaMkhwanazi, 
ntambama lapho li5antu5ahle. Wemukelwa kwa6e 
kukhona ukhambana oludliwayo, wasinda. £a­
mupha isinambathi sesangco6e wadla, walala. 
Ulala nje akasale le kahle. Kuthe esaphuza e6andla 
enye indoda yathi: . 

"Kudlule amadoda amathathu izolo eyo6ika 
eMdletsheni ukuthi uTshaka kasekho, u5ulewe 
uDingane." 

Enevuso lalezinda6a azizwile, wephuza ukulala, 
isizungu wasiqedwa yizingane zidlala umdlalo 
wazo wakusihlwa zikhanyise ngezimbaqa. Enye 
ithi "Saku6ona ! uvelaphi?" Ipendule enye ithi, 
"Ngiphuma koMatshekane." "Wadlani na?" 
"Ngadla isinambathi." "Singani na ?" Sasingomce­
lekeshane." "A6antu pho?" "Musanje, uvemvane 
luyavakasha emagangeni, impunzikazi ithwele 
umqhele, kayibekeki koMekle !" 

Zi6uye zikhathale yilomdlalo ziqale omunye eza­
zifunda ngawo uku5ala zi6eke uhla lwezinhlamvu 
zombila zilu6ophe le ngambili. Ezokuqala ezi­
mbili zi:ne ngazodwa, i5e isi5uza enye kwenye ithi, 
"Yini le? Yini le?" Ithi enye, "Isalukazi sami." 
"Yini le?" "Umgqumankundleni." "Yini le?" 
"Umatha5a than tshinge ." 

IBe isilususa sekusala ezintathu ezimi zodwa. 
I6uyele emuva i5uze ithi, "Yini le?" "Isalukazi 
sami." "Yini le?" "Umuzi." "Yini le?" "Uma­
tha6athantshinge." Njalo esezintshingiwe emuva 
kweziyisalukazi nomgqumankundleni izikhumbule 
ngekhanda ukuthi umuzi. Ize iphambuke eku6a­
leni kuqalise enye. 

Zikhathele yilo, ziqale omunye : 
lJ6ani lo? 
UNdwendwezana. 
Uza ku5ani? 
Uza kuNdwendwe. 
Ndwendwe-ni? 
Ndwendwe-khweza. 
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Khweza-ni? 
Khweza iphendula. 
Phendula-ni? 
Phendula ubece. 
Bece-ni? 
Bece-mkhupha. 
Mkhupha-ni? 
Mkhupha-nongwe. 
Nongwe-ni? 
Nongwe-Inogele. 
Gele-ni? 
Gele-nkuku. 
Nkuku-ni? 
Nkuku-neqanda. 
Qanda-ni? 
Qanda-mcosu. 
Mcosu-ni? 
Mcosu-muntu. 
Muntu-ni? 

"Gqumelegqini, ayishilshi intaka, ikhehla Ia­
seMbo elimthuthwana, lifofolozela amabande ali­
shumi. Isiphongo senkehli iya ececeni." 

Uphele lomdlalo wazo zi6uye ziqale omunye: 
Litshe lika Ntunjambili 
Ngivulela ngingene. 
Litshe lika Ntunjambili 
Ngivulela ngingene. 

A6afana 6a6e se6ethi : 
Alivulwa nga6antu 
Livulwa yizinkonjane 
Zona zindiza phezulu. 

£aphinde njalo 6aze 6azunywe u6uthongo. 
Wavuka ekuseni wayigwema indlela ed lula 

eMdletsheni waqonda phezulu sengathi uya kwa­
Nongoma. Asazithandisisi izindlela • eziyimendo, 
usede enqamula; futhi usenesi6indi sokuthi a6a­
ningi lapha a6amazi, nokho akathandi uku6a azive­
ze o6ala ngo6a ezinye izikhonzi zikaTshaka zinga­
m6ona. Waqinisela wadundu6ala ezinkangala, 
waqonda kwaMandlakazi, ehamba emizini ya-
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khona elala evukela endleleni. Waze wa6uya 
wayongena ehlanzeni loMkhuze eliphansi ko­
.6ombo. 

Yaphela lapho imizi, selihanjwa zilwane ezi­
rnbi, izingwe, izingulu6e, amankentshane, nezi­
mbu6e nezindlovu. Wa6ona umkhaya omkhulu 
kusakhanya, wakhwela walala. Ukusa kwa6onwa 
uye wehla emthini, wahamba lathi lapho lifudurna­
layo wayewela uMkhuze. Uye lo edonsa inta6akazi 
enkulu yo.6ombo aye alale emizini yakwaM angwa­
zane; laphoke usefike kwa6akhuluma isiSwazi 
nesiThonga. Wafika lithule se6edla ihlo6o, ukudla 
akaze akweswela. Nokho wathi : '·Kuhle ngiqhu-
6eke, mhlaumbe lamadoda ayethunywe ukuyo6ika 
ukuthi iNkosi kayisekho eMdletsheni ayelayiwe 
ukuthi aze ahambe engifuna." W eh la o£onjeni 
waye walala phesheya koPhongolo, oTo6olhini. 

Kuthe kulowo muzi alele kuwo wahlatshwa 
umkhuhlane, ikhanda kwa6a sengathi liqhekezeka 
phakathi. Kwaphela amandla, 6athi: 

"Asim6ulale, simlahle lomuntu usilethela ukufa 
kwezwe laku6o." 

.6avumelana, 6athi: 
"Kodwa kuhle kuyo6ikwa kumnumzane." 
Umnumzane wathi: 
"Qha, funa ku6e sizilethela umkhonto esingawa­

ziyo, ngahle ku6e ulandelwa a6anye 6aku6o, 
Bafike 6ezwe ukuthi wa6ulawa kulesifunda sa­
kithi. Mthatheni niye nim6eke ogwini lomfula, 
zofika izilwane zimudle e6usuku." 

Nembala 6amthatha kanye nezikhali zakhe, 
6~z.ivikela ukuthi na6am6onayo 6othi wadliwa 
y1z1lwane ngo6a nansi nemikhonto yakhe ificwe 
eduze kwamathambo akhe. Kuthe ekuseni wazi­
fing~~ waze wafika emanzini, wawaphuza agcwa-
J sa 1s1su, wayigaba inyongo yagoboza. Kwathi 

amu, waqala noku6ona ukuthi uphi. Kepha 
amandla awekho. Walala wathi ja esihla6athini. 
Kanti isihe sokuzala simphethe omunye wesifazane 
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wakulomuzi a6amkhiphe kuwo 6ayomlahla emfu­
leni. Wathi: 

"Konje wazalwa unina nje lomuntu a6amlahla 
ezwa !" 

Wathatha isiyambazi ngesicathuywana sokha­
mba wasifaka phakathi embizeni yamanzi, wa6a 
njen~omuntu oya kokukha amanzi. Wam6ona 
esevukile eseqojeme, wafika kuye wathi : 

"Muntu wezizwe ngisuswe ukukuhawukela, 
ulahlwa uzwa." 

Wamlandisa yonke inda6a .vokuthi u6esezo6u­
lawa kwala umnumzane ophethe isifunda wathi, 
qha, kuhle ayolahlwa emfuleni. "Ngikuphathel~ 
nanti iyambazi. Yidla, ngizokufunela amakhamb1 
ozowaphuza omkhuhlane wakulelizwe, nathi singa-
6akhona nje kawusishiyi. Unawo amandla oku­
finyelela kulowa mkhiwane omkhulu, ikhona kothi 
nxa selishona ilanga ukhwele phezulu ulale, ngo6a 
izilwane zalapha ziyesa5eka, unenhlanhla nje 
ngo6a ulale lapha kwaze kwasa zingafikanga ?" 

UJ eqe wa6onga, kwafika umunyu wakhumbula 
unina ekhaya ashiya engamvalelisanga angaziyo 
noma usayo5uye am6one yini. Wathi: 

"Qha, mame, amandla anginawo umkhuhlane 
ungidu5ule ka6i." 

Wathi umfazi: 
"Woza ngiku5elethe." 
Waguqa eduze kwakhe, wam6eletha waye 

wam6eka phansi komkhiwane. Wa6uye walanda 
izikhali zakhe wazi6eka eduze kwakhe. Wathatha 
imbiza wayigcwalisa amanzi wagoduka. UJeqe 
esedlile kuthe lapho ukudla sekuqala ukuhleleka 
esiswini, wawathola amandla alingene uku5a 
akhwele. Waqonda wathi: "Kuhle ngikhwele 
ngisa watholile nje." Wathatha izikhali zakhe 
wazimisa ngomuthi, wathatha amakhambi ashiywe 
umfazi, wawa6amba ngomlomo, wazama waze wa­
finyelela lapho kukhona indawo yokuhlala. Ama­
khambi lawa wawahlikihla ngezandla ede ewafela 
ngamathe, akhothe ujwana lwawo ayenokuluthola. 
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Pho, akalalanga omiyane. Kwaze kwa_sa ephunga­
na na6o waze waphumula sekuphume 1Ianga. Kwa­
fika u6uthongo walala wathi zu, waphaJ?hama 
emini enkulu. W ehla wag>:o5a a1:1~khamb1 ew~­
phuza ngesandla, ~ayese~h1 ntu 1s1su ngamanz!, 
wayiphinda futhi ey1gaba myongo. W ezwa um21-
mba u6a ngcono kancane. ~afi~elwa ipha~go, 
lokhu usehlezi phansi komuth1 uf1hl w~ amaxha­
ntela omkhiwane amila ezimpandem. ~uthe 
ntambama wam6ona umngane wakhe wangay1zolo! 
ethula imbiza, ekhipha kuyo ucenge~ana k3:nti 
usamlethele wona umphunga weyambaz1. Waf1ka 
wathi: 

"Unjani namhla mntanami na ?" 
Wathi uJeqe: 
"Akunjengayizolo, into nje amandla awaka5uyi 

kahle." 
Wamnika umphunga wathatha waphuza. 

Wathi: 
"Ngofika nangomuso ngizokuhlol~." . 
Wakhwela uJeqe esexoshwa om!yane P_hans1, 

sengathi 6angcono phezulu. Ngeles1thathu 1langa 
wezwa esengcono. Wathi noma eph~laz_a kwa-
5onakala ukuthi inyongo kayisa~h;1m1 nJen¥~5:1' 
kade iphuma. Kwaze kwaphela 1zmsuku ez1y1s1-
khombisa uJeqe esogwini loPhongolo elethel_wa 
ukudla owesifazane onesiha wu. Kuthe mhla ef1ka 
nokudla ngolwesishiyagalombili usuku, uJ eqe 
Wathi: 

"Mame, angazi ukuthi ngingaku6onga ngithini. 
Ngeswele namagama engingaku5onga nga~o. 
Ngo5ongelwa uMvelinqangi owenza uku5a ng16e 
khona emhla5eni nawe ·wakwenza. Nawe ama­
dlozi akini ayokubeka. Uma soze si5uye si5onane 
ca5asimbe kukhona engo5onakalisa ngakho uku­
thakazela umusa ongenzele wona." 

Owesifazane wathi: . 
"Arnanga, mntanami, nami ngezwa ngifikelw~ 

urnunyu, lapho ngi5ona 5-ekwethwele ungakaf1, 
6eyokudedela nezilwane zasendle. Mhlawumbe 
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uma zakudla ngelanga lokuqala owawulele ngalo 
esihla6athini wawungeyukuzwa lutho njengo6a 
nomiyane kawu6ezwanga ngalolosuku. Uhambe 
kahle. Kazi uyaphi." 

UJ eqe wamlandisa yonke inda6a yokusuka 
kwaDukuza, nesizathu asuka ngaso. Wathi: 

"Ngifuna ukuwelela kwelamaThonga ngaphe­
sheya koSuthu lapho a6akithi 6engenakufinyelela 
khona, sengokhonza eNkosini yakhona." 

Owesifazane wathi: 
"Izinda6a zihamba ngokushesha. Izwi lifike 

izolo liphuma kwa6akwaNyawo 6ethi, ufile 
uTshaka. Hamba uqinise ungaze u6onwe a6akini. 
Kodwa ka6afiki kakhulu kulelizwe. Kuze kufike 
a6afuna izinsimba 6akwaMandlakazi, na6afuna 
imithi. .6afika 6ephethe izindondo namasaka6uli, 
6athengelane na6akithi ngezinsimba nemithi yaku­
lelizwe. Ungaqali uhambe ngamandla uvukwe 
umkhuhlane. Ukhona umuzi womuntu wakwaZulu 
olungileyo phambili, 6okutshela. Igama lakhe uJi­
yane wakwaGumede, naye wa6alekela khona ku­
lelizwe, ku6ulawa umuzi waku6o a6akwaZulu. 
Ngicinga uku thi uyoja6ula ezwa umuntu okhuluma 
kahle ulimi lwaku6o, ezwe nezinda6a zaku6o." 

.6axhawulana, 6ehlukana. 
Kuthe lapho selithambeme ilanga nempe la wa­

fika kwaJiyane uJeqe. Uthe esakhuleka nje 
yahleka yodwa insizwa endala yakwaZulu, yathi: 

"OwakwaZulu umuntu u6ekwa yini lapha ? Ngi­
t hi sekuphele iminyaka emithathu ngingam6o­
nanga." 

Wathi uJ eqe : 

"Amanga, mngane, ngiya ngalapha kwelama­
Thonga ngiyofuna imithi." 

.6ahlala kwaze kwaswelela emnyango bexo:xa 
inda6a. UJeqe wathi: 
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"Nami ngizwa sengisendleleni nje ukuthi 
uTshaka kasekho, u6ulewe uDingane." Wathi 
uJiyane: 

"Uthi angafa lowo mthakathi owaqeda umuzi 
ka6a6a '? Nami ngilapha nje ngasinda sivinjezelwe 
nga6aleka ngaze ngazokhonza kulelizwe. Amukho 
owaziyo ukuthi ngikhona ngo6a 6a6ethi 6ashaye 
6aqothula, kanti mina ngilele esi6ayeni samathole 
ngo6a izinkomo zazidle amasimu a6antu, ngesa6a 
a6anewethu ukuthi Bazongishaya, kanti ilanga oku­
zovinjezelwa umuzi wakithi ngalo. .6athi 6e6a­
gwaza ezindlini ngaphuma esi6ayeni samathole 
ngaphaphatheka. Angazi lapho ngangiya khona. 
Anginakukuqeda ukuhlupheka kwendlela. Kepha 
ngafika neqhinga lokubabisa izinsimba a 6a6enga­
lazi aBalapha, futhi ngacupha izinsimango ngomo­
wane ngaze ngathola umuzi. Ngiyisilomo ngidlula 
a6okuda6uka eNkosini yakulelizwe. Kepha 
uhambe ka6i kulelizwe ehlo6o, umkhuhlane ku­
muntu ophuma kwelinye izwe mu6i. Ungalingi 
uphuze utshwala 6esundu no6amaganu, uyokufa 
inyanga ingakapheli. Kodwa ungakadluli kusasa 
ngokukhothisa izins izi zakulclizwe, ezixutshwe 
nomhla6athi walapha, ukuze ungasheshi uthole 
umkhuhlane." 

Waphumula izinsuku ezilishumi kulowomuzi 
uJeqe, elashwa. Ku the mhla esehamba uJiyane 
wamhla6isa imbuzi, wahamba ephethe umkhusu 
wayo, wamqondisa kahle nendlela e6ange oSuthu 
lapha esedlule eNgwavuma. 

Pho, wangena kwe lamahlanze imizi waze wayi­
thola esesondele eNgwavuma. .6amphatha kahle 
kuleyo mizi. Ngangomuso wathi elala wayelu-
6?na uSuthu Juguduza emahlathini, e6ona isi­
n_indolo nje sehlanze osengathi yonke imithi iya­
~ngana njengo6a wayesokhalwen i olu phakemeyo, 

amkhombisa indlela, kepha uthi uJ eqe selokhu 
fzalwa akazange afike Japho izilwane zingakaya. 
kndlela ilukhondwana oluncane ehlathini, aliqala 

Uphuma ilanga waze waliqeda sekuzo6a yimini 
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enkulu. Ehambe ethi, khimilili, ethuswa zinyama­
zane, imihlambi yezingulu6e zasendle idlula 
phambi kwakhe. Izinyala lapho imithi ithe uku­
gqayingana, zime zim6uke, zithimule, zingene ehla­
thini. Akakhulumi ngemihlambi yezindangala eza­
zimkhuza ku6ande esiswini, namagoqo anele ezwe 
iphunga lomuntu nje eduze akhalise okwenja 
ikhonkotha, ethuke, akeme. Uyahamba umkhonto 
usewukhokhile. Wathi khisi esigodaneni esizi­
shaya udonga, uyaqalaza ngalapha entshonalanga 
- u6ani lo! Umhuqa omdala webu6esi uqojeme 
phezu kwetshe, ude uphulula amadevu nje ngo­
nyawo. Uthi uvalo lwamshaya kwavimbana izi­
ndle6e, kepha walivivinya ijozi lakhe, waliBuka 
ngeziqu zamehlo ibu6esi wathi: "Ngothi ngifa nalo 
lo6e lifa." Wanele walidlula nje lasuka nalo enhla 
kwakhe noma wayengali6oni naye sonke isikhathi 
wayelizwa lifohloza eduze nendlela esebeke nje 
uku6a likhwele. Pho, umoya uqonde lapho 
6eqonde khona 6enebu6esi, utheleka ezinyamaza­
neni umoya walo, kuduma ihlathi lonke zi6aleka, 
zi6alekela ibu6esi, zisuke kwenye indawo 6ezi6u­
thile ziwumhlambi sengathi kwephuka imithi. 
Lahamba ecaleni waze waqhamukela o6ala lakho­
nya laphindela emuva. Uthi uJeqe akazi noma la­
limphekezela noma kwakuthi alikhwele kuye 
li6uye lizikhuze yini, kepha enye yezinto aze afa 
engayikhohlwanga. Ngalelo langa walala emi­
zini ekha amanzi oSuthu. Ulele uzwa izimboma 
zikhonya echi6ini elikhulu eliseduze komfula. 
.6amtshela ngezingwenya 6athi: "Uyowela kanjani 
ezingwenyeni zas'oSuthu na ?" Kwahlwa nje uJeqe 
ukuthi uzokwenzenjani. Kanti 6anazo izik'ebana 
eziqoshwe. emithini a6awelisana ngazo, kepha 
owezwayo ukhokha inkuku, yena uJeqe kanayo 
inkuku. Walala izinsuku ezimbili ngolwesithathu 
izinsizwa zaya kozingela wahamba nazo. Kuthe 
6esangena nje ehlathini izinja zasusa iPhiva 
lenkunzi. Lithe lapho zilisondeza ngakuye, 
zalimisa, zakhalela. Esa6a amaThonga engazi 
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ukuthi z1m1Sa silwane sini. Wasondela uJeqe, 
Hamo ! Kan ti zimise iPhiva ! Wasondela lisa li6ele 
ukude libula phansi ngezimpondo lithi lixosha 
izinja, walici6a umkhonto wangena enzansi ne­
phango, wadla izinso lahlala ngezinqe phansi, 
wathokoza. Zali6amba izinja 6ezwa selibonga 
phansi, 6asondela 6aliqeda. A wu, kanti useze­
nzele ugazi ku6o, a6a6ulalele inyama engaka. 
Kwadlula ilanga la6a linye 6amwelisa, 6athi: 
"Inyama osi6ulalele yona idlula izinkuku eziningi." 

Emva le kwaZulu, uJeqe uyafunwa. Se6eke 6a­
wuthola umkhondo wakhe a6an.ye. .6athi uku6a 
6ahlangane nezinsizwa ezaziyofuna uselwa olwa­
ndle za6atshela ukuthi "uJeqe wafika kithina 
emzini othile, siphuza utshwala, wathi uthunywe 
yiNkosi uku6a azosisheshisa noselwa. Kwathi 
noma singa6aza ukuthi kungaze kuthunywe inceku 
nje umphaka:thi ungaka kwenziwa yini, sa6uye 
sawuyeka nje lowomqondo ngo6a sicinga ukuthi 
khathisimbe kukhona okunye athunywe khona. 
S?si6ona manje ukuthi wayeqa uJeqe. Pho, ake 
myothathela kuwo lowomuzi lapho sehlukana 
khona naye." Nempela a6athunywe ukuyofuna 
uJeqe 6aye 6ayofika kulowo muzi, 6a6uza nendlela 
aphuma ngayo, 6a6ayalela. 

fiathe uku6a 6aphume kulowo muzi, 6ehlukana 
Phakathi; a6anye 6aqonda ngasolwandle, a6anye 
6aqonda ngasentshonalanga. A6aqonda ngase­
ntshonalanga 6ahamba 6ahamba Baze Bafika lapho 
ayek~de ~lele khona mhla kuzokusa angene ehla­
nzem lez1Mfolozi zombili . .6a6atshela ukuthi na6o 
a6aqondi indlela aphuma ahamba ngayo. Kuthe 
se6ehambe 6efuna 6athi: "Qha, amukho umuntu 
-it·ayen~angena kulelihlanze ehamba yedwa. 

0
uhle _s1.khupbule yona iMfolozi eMhlophe okuyi­

~a na s1cmga ukuthi wahamba ngayo." .6ahamba 

6 hamba umkhondo wa6alahlekela nya, 6ahamba 
a~!Q 6a~undu6ala ezinkangala lapho kwakhe 

ulus1 manje. Phinde 6ezwe lutho ngoJeqe. 
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ISAHLUKO VII. 

UJeqe kwelan1aThonga 

Cishu sakhohlwa ukulanda ukuthi laphaya 
oPhongolo lapha uJeqe wayegula khona, kukhona 
inja yakuwo lowo muzi eyamejwayela, kuthi lapho 
lomfazi owayelethela uJ eqe ukudla, eya kuJ eqe 
ihambe naye, adle nokuncane ayishiyele, yaze 
yamejwayela, kwathi mhla ehambayo yamlandela 
ngomkhondo yaze yamfica, ya6a seyi6a yinja 
yakhe njalo. Namhla esewela uSuthu yahlamba 
eduze kwesikebe yaye yaphumela ngaphesheya. 
Amukho omunye umngane kaJ eqe owa6a njenga­
leyonja. Yayingasali noma eyaphi. Naye futhi 
wayeyazisa sengathi umuntu. Esewelele kwelama­
Thonga yahlonga imizi eduze nomfula, wahamba 
waze wadundu6ala phezu kwesihlambo somfula 
kwa6a ikhona e6ona imizi, ezwa nezinkomo zi­
khonya. Uwela nje usesesifundeni sikaNdle6ende, 
iNkosi ephethe amaThonga lapho. Waya wafika 
wakhuleka komunye umuzi, wahlala phansi l<,o­
muthi. Amadoda asondela kuye a6uza ukuthi 
uphumaphi, wawatshela ukuthi uphuma kwaZulu 
uze kulelizwe uzofuna imithi yokwelapha ngo6a 
wezwa idumela nga6asuka lapha 6ethi miningi imi­
thi. £amupha ukudla, wadla, walala, kanti useye 
wa6ikwa enduneni, yathuma izinsizwa ezimbili za­
yom6ika eNkosini le emzini wayo, oseMphandleni 
phezu kwechi6i elikhulu. £afika kwaNdlovu wa-
6a welisa khona phakathi ko6usuku, Bafika lapho 
kuthatha ukusa koMkhulu . 

Ukuphuthuma lokhu kwenziwa uku6a 6a6ecinga 
ukuthi inhloli, uthunywe kwaZulu uku6a azohlola 
kulandele impi ngo6a ukulanda kwakhe kokufika 
kwakhe ezweni la6o aku6ahla6anga umxhwe}e. 
Kuthe ngakusasa esedlile esethi useyahamba, 
6athi: "Qha, ake uhlale." Ayike wahlala nezwe 
lithulile 6edla utshwala naye. Kuthe kuntambama 
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kwakufika izinsizwa eziyisihlanu ziphuma eNko­
sini ithi azilande uJeqe aye kuyo. Zafika zakhu­
luma naBakhona uJ eqe engazi ukuthi kukhu­
lunywa ngani. fialala, kuthe ekuseni uJeqe Ba­
mthatha 6amyisa eNkosini. 

INkosi imBuze kahle izinda6a zakwaZulu. Ayi­
landise kahle, ayitshele nokuthi uzwe esesendle­
leni kuthiwa uTshaka u6ulewe umnawakhe 
uDingane. INkosi ithi: "Akukho lutho kulomuntu, 
mthatheni nimyise emzini kaNdlovu ambekisise 
ukwenza kwakhe nokuhamba kwakhe." 

UNdlovu lo naye akuyena umuntu wokudaBuka 
e6uThonga, wafika ehamba ngokufuna imithi, 
ephuma eMahlutshini, wafika lingafi nkonyane, 
wejwayela wayesehlala khona esenomuzi. Eku­
xoxeni 6asheshe 6ezwana noJeqe, Bejwayelana, 
nenja kaJ eqe yejwayela idla amasi. UJ eqe ke 
uliphisi ehamba na6afana endle, ezingela efunda 
nokucupha izinyoni nezinyamazane ezincane. 

Kuthe ngelinye ilanga kwa6akhona a6ayeni 6e­
zoloBola intornbi emzini oseduze nakwaNdlovu. 
NakwaNdlovu 6aBugayiwe utshwala BalaBaBa­
yeni. fiahambake aBakwaNdlovu Beya kuBayeni 
kanye nenjana yakhe engasaliyo. fi adla utshwala 
nenyama kwathula kwathi du. Kukhona ijongosi 
lentombi yeThonga kulowomuzi elihle, lithe klwi 
ngothi lomzimba, libince umutsha walo nje okha­
wula phakathi kwamathanga ulingana indawo 
yonke ngemva nangaphambili. Zithe lapho sezi­
gidela aBayeni lwamngena uJ eqe uthando ngaleli­
yajongosi kwangathi nalo seliyamqedela ngo6u­
gagu Balo; zithi nxa sezikhala izingubu nemi­
qangala namagemf e, ishaye intokazi yeThonga 
ize ifike eduze kwakhe lapho ehlezi khona yenze 
isaga sakuBo, imfulathele ibijanise umzimba wayo 
omude. ldlala nje ngo6a i6ona umuntu wezizw~ 
engamazi, sengathi ithi : "Ufikile ke lap ha kithl 
e6uThonga, nampa thin a zintombi zakhona !'.' 
Kanti usefile uJeqe ! Usede ethi enhliziywen1, 
"Kodwa ngingenwa yini, kade ngangihlala esiGo-
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dlweni lapha ngiphakathi kwezintombi zekhethelo 
uZulu ephelele, nezigqili ezidliwa empini ezikhe­
t helwa uku6a zikhonze esiGodlweni, angizange 
ngifikelwe yilokhu." Wasondela kuNdlovu wa­
t hi: "Ake ungitshele igama lalentombi." Uthi 
uNdlovu: "Uze ukhethe :vona nj e ziziningi kanga­
ka ukwazi igama Jayo ngani? " Wathi: "Ngiya­
yithanda." UNdlovu wat hi, "Musa, amaThonga 
angaku6ulala. lqonyiswa umntanenkosi kodwa 
iyamala, mhlawumbe izomvuma yenzi~a u6u­
ngane nje, ayikazingeni izinda6a zokuqoma." 
Ithe lapho iphinda yenza umkhuBa pharnbi kwa­
khe wasukuma uJeqe naye w ashaya owakuBo 
kwaZulu umkhu6a, Bahleka a 6aBukeli nentombi 
leyo - uZakhi, lokhu useyizwile i6izo layo. 

Kuthe eziyalwini uJeqe wa thuma umfana wa­
kwaNdlovu wathi ake amBizele uZakhi. Wafika 
ngokushesha uZakhi , wafika wathi: "I6izo lami 
ulitsh elwa ngu6ani ungumuntu wezizwe nje futhi 
ungi6izelani ngingakwazi?" Akasakuzwa 'neku­
khulumayo intomb1 uJeqe, ukhangwa amazinyo 
ayo amhlophe, nezinkophe zayo ezinde, nomzimba 
~Bushelelezi sengathi u6ugudlwa ngembokodwe. 

He ! Kuyazalwa eBuThonga." Kusho uJeqe. 
Wema phambi kwakhe umntwana weThonga 
kwangathi uthi, "Buka uze ugcine ngefusi olitha­
ndayo." Ethi, "Ngitshele mfokazi, ungiBizelani 
na ?'.' Wazilahla amathambo uJeqe wathi, "Ngi­
thu61zele ukuBa ngikutshele ukuBa ngiyaku-

anda." Intombi yathi, "He! H e ! He!" Imhleka 
~sul~, " Uthan?a Ba? Ungowaphi wena othi 
~.hsa uk_ung1Bona 11egama lakho ngingalazi 

~u 1 ~yang1thanda? Goduka uBuyele kini kwa­
k iu. Yafula thela yangena emshungwini wa6a­
k \ o, uJ eqe waBiza inja yakhe wagoduka way a ui O k wa~dlovu lapha a6ekwa khona yiNkosi. 
ec ~mba nJe usehla6ekile n,goZakhi, usehamba 
u; anga amasu okuthi: "Kodwa ngithanda 
Yodntwana womunt u lokhu angina.yo nenkuku 

wa le, khona uma engivuma ngingamloBola 
3 
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ngani? Konje lisu lini engingathola ngalo izi­
nkomo? Yeka ezami engazixoshiswa uTshaka 
kwaZulu ! Intombi le yona ngiya6ona ukuthi 
ngeke ingehlule uma sengiyisukile ngempela. 
Kepha ngihlushwa yilelizwi engilizwe ngoN dlovu 
ethi yeshelwa umntanenkosi. Kodwa anginakuze 
ngiyiyeke noma kunjani, naye insizwa uyazeshe­
lela, aku ngoduso yamuntu." 

Uthi esaca6anga lemica6ango kufika uNdlovu 
ephuma khona ku6ayeni, uthi uNdlovu, "Kunjani 
J eqe uwu6onile umdlalo wa6asha 6akulelizwe?" 
"Ayi, · inda6a angiyidli Ndlovu ! Umdlalo u6u­
muhle kakhulu, kodwa okuhle kakhulu engiku6o­
nile uZakhi." Athi uNdlovu, "Ayi 60, kususe lokho 
enhliziyweni yakho. Azoku6ulala amaThonga 
nxa uzokhulumisa leyongane. .6aningi a6a6eyi­
fisa, kodwa kwathi uku6a yeshelwe umnta­
nenkosi 6ayeka." 

UJeqe athi, "Naye woyithola ngamandla akhe, 
anginakuyeka intombi enjeya ngiyiyekele omunye 
umuntu engeNkosi, ngo6a ezalwa yiNkosi nje, 
nentombi ingamqomile; ngefung'uTshaka ngeke 
kwenzeke. lyothi ingangiqoma ngeqe nayo." 

Athi uNdlovu, "Njengo6a kade ungilandisa nje 
ngokuhamba kwakho, uhambe uhlupheka uyacinga 
uku6a ingane ya6antu le wohambe ulala nayo 
emahlathini kuze kuse ibodlelwa zilwane ! Futhi 
nxa weqa lapha kawu6oni uku6a uyongi6eka icala 
njengo6a yathi iNkosi angikubeke?" Athi uJ eqe, 
"Khona uma ngisemzini wayo ngingeqe? .6angaze 
6aku6eke icala ngalokho? Akukho lokho; ngithi 
futhi 6angaja6ula nxashana 6ezwa ukuthi ngisu­
kile kulelizwe laku6o. Njengo6a silapha nje 
nantuya u.6ombo, singahamba nayo e6usuku siye 
silale phansi kwalo, kuyasa sidundu6alela eSwa­
zini." 

Athi uNdlovu, "Uthi imbala uyalazi izwe lala-
pha, uthi ungahamba wedwa nomuntu wesifa: 
zane; awazi ukuthi kuhamba izindlovu nezimpisl 
nezibejane namankentshane? Yen a uZakhi uya-
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kwazi lo.kho. Noma engakuthanda akana'kuvulha 
uku6a neqe naye e6usuku." · ... . , 

Kuthe ekuseni ngangomuso uJ eqe wan'el~ waJ 
vuka . nJ,e wa6iza umfana kaNdlovU' ' owelusayt5, 
wath1, Ham?~ _uye k~ngikhombisa lapho ziklia: . 
~bona amanz1 1zmtomb1 zakulowamuzi e6esiku\vd' 
izolo. Ngizofike ngime ngasemfuleni · uhambtt 
wena uye ekh~ya ku6o, ufike uthi kuyo, "Kukhon~ 
u~u.n~u okulmdele emfuleni, yintombazana: ya.!· 
k1th1 1funa uku~~uJuma nawe." Nembala uJ~qe · 
a6ange ngasech16m1 lapho kukhiwa khona amanzi' 
umfana aqonde ekhaya afike ali6ale naBanye a6a~ 
fana, Bosa iny~ma 6edla, 1nvaze kwa6a yisemini 
~ngakakhulum1 noZakhi. Ayi, riokho; wamthola 
1thu6ana, . Behla naye 6a6anga erhfoleni. Uthe 
uku6~ "af1ke emfuleni wahleka wafa uZakh'i; 
wath1, Uye udadewenu lo ongi6izile '? Beka wen~ 
~~ntu wakwaZulu awulungile neze uzofundisa 
1zmgane zakithi amanga. ' 

. "Noma e6ethe ngi6izwa nguwe Bengizokuza 
nJe ukungixo?'ele izinda6a zezwe lakini. Uvaz~ 
ut?qhawe ng16uthanda ka6i esi6uzwa ngama3aha 
a 1~1. Lapha kithi kuvame amagwala nje. ·Ake 
u~~1xoxele ezokulwa." Washo ehlala ehlaBathini 
el I th~k.ence ! Lapho uJeqe wajaBula wafa wa-
anda 1z1nda6 · · · ' h a ezmmg1 zamanga nezamaqiniso 

~s o nalapha wayegwaza khona. Wayilandis; 
k~nhgo

1 
ku6ulala kwakhe isibejane eyedwa. Esethe 

e e umlomo uZakhi ! · 

"W~~zwa sekufika imizwa yokumejwayela wathi~· 
ndaB uza. ekhaya ngomuso uzQsixoxela zonke izi­
duk/ ezrnkulu zakwaZulu." .6ahlukan:;t 6ago-

ku;%!~~i enhlizi.y~eni _uJ e_qe, "Angingayixini ngo.: 
ngal ,, a, seng1y16?~1Ie mxe6a engizokuyingena 
zaki~Zul Wakha 1zmda_6a eziningi zo6uqhawe 
kuBuJa u, kodwa ekush1ya konke akwaziyo ngo:. 
"Nanu ~a kwa6an_tu am~khosi akhona. Wathike. 

a• mxe6a eng1zokuymgena ngalo." 
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,..fi'ahamba futhi ngelanga elilandelayo, uJeqe 
wathi, "Angifuni ukuya ekhaya, hamba uyi6ize 
iye emfuleni." Kwadlula isikhashana waqha~uka 
nayo umf ana, ivunule iconsa ngalelolang~, 1f_a~e 
u6uhlalu 6ayo nesigege sayo so6uhlalu, 1teb1s1Ie 
ngemuva, yagco6a amafutha wonke umzimba. 
Wahluleka nokuxoxa inda6a uJeqe, egcwele 
uthando sengathi angade eyi6uka nje. Kanti 
uyinqo6e khona izolo, iside im6uka ngokukhopho­
za noma wayengumuntu ojwayele isifazane nje­
ngo6a wayeqalisa ukuqomisa nokho akakhohlwa­
nga ukuthi isiza6alazile nje iphelile; isiyenza u6u­
ntombi uku6a kunga6i sengathi i6ihlalele phezulu. 

Manje wagila imikhu6a uku6a ingenwe uthando, 
elinganisa ukulwa kwezinsizwa agxume abeke 
phezulu eqe amangqa6angqeshe, ayikhombise na­
manxe6~ lapho 6amgwaza khona eQhudeni kodwa 
angasho ukuthi 6a6eyontshontsha izinkomo. Lapho 
uZakhi esede enqekuza ikhanda, kokukhulu uku­
thanda izinda6a zo6uqha we! Waze wathi uJ eqe, 
"Uma wawungumlisa Zakhi, wawuzohla6ana." 
Wathi, "He ! Uthini Jeqe, mina !" Waphakamis~ 
izingalwana zakhe wafumbatha isibakela wath1; 
"Ngangoyishaya ngiyilahle phansi insizwa." Wath1 
uJeqe, "Xhawula kulokho." .6axhawulis.ana, W8:· 
:si6amba isandla, wayi6uka emehlwem wath1, 
"Ngitshele, Zakhi, uthini ngami na?" Wathamba 
umzimba kaZakhi, wazilahla izikhali a6eziphethe 
uJ eqe wamgona, wamphulula ehlombe; kwehla 
izinye~bezi kuZakhi, angazaziyo ukuthi ezo· 
-thando noma ezomunyu, noma ezovalo e6ons 
ethambela umuntu wesilisa ngohlo6o olunje; 
futhi 6esa6onene isikhathi esincane kangaka­
W a6a namahloni wathi, "Ngiyeke ngigoduke, uze 
ufike lapha emfuleni ngomhlomunye." .6agoduk~ 
uJeqe nomfana nenja. .Baze 6ashona ezihlahlell1 

e6a6uka uZakhi, ehamba kancane, uthando ngo­
J eqe selumeqe ikhanda. 

.6ahamba endleleni lapha umfana uthi,"IyakU' 
thanda impela lentombi, idume yonke imizi ya· 
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kithi ukuthi ayivumi noku6a umuntu ayinamathe 
~ges_a~d_l~." . "Uthini mfana na ?" kusho uJeqe. 
Ng1qm1s1Ie 1mpela, akubeke ngemuva nansiya isa­

beke ngalapha." " Thula mfana so6ona ngomhlo­
munye uku6a iyothini njengo6a ngi6izwe yiyo." 

Lwafika olungaliyo, olwanqunywa uye uZakhi. 
.6aphu~a ekhaya oJeqe, nomfana nenja, 6eqonde 
lap ho z1kha khona amanzi. Uyenqena uJ eqe uku­
tshela izinsizwa zalapha kwaNdlovu, uNdlovu 
yedwa amtshelayo. Wesa6a ukuthi funa zimonele 
isidleke sakhe, imukele ingaka6eki namaqanda. 
Umfana lo uyalwa futhi-futhi uku6a avale umlomo 
wakhe ngalenda6a. .6athi 6efika nje zazifika izi­
ntombi zizintathu, kunguZakhi nodadewa6o a6a-
6ili a6adala kunaye . U6uqhalaqhala 6uphelile 
namhlanje kuZakhi, esede ethanda ukubaca ngo­
dadewa6o. 

Akhulu·meke udadewa6o kaZakhi omkhulu athi 
"Ye6o .6uthelezi, silapha nje sinodadewethu si~ 
Phe_lekezele uZakhi njengezwi alikhipha k~we 
eth1 uze ufike lapha namhla azokutshela izwi 
lak_he. Ingane le yakwethu isiyakuthanda .6uthe­
~ez1, kepha ngomthetho walapha kithi ayinakuze 
1kunike isandla sayo sokunene, isivuma impela 
ukuthi isiyintombi yakho ngaphandle koku6a 
~~lanze odadewa6o ngo6uhlalu noma ngesinye 
1s1pho a6asithandayo, simvumeleke uZakhi uku6a 
akunike isandla sakhe sokuvuma. Hamba ke 
.6uthelezi ulande u6uhlalu bethu wothi nxashana 
usu6utholile uthumele umfana' lo azositshela 
soi;r;yalela indawo esohlangana kuyo." ' 
Bal Pho ngi~e n~/h~~b~ singaxoxanga noZakhi 
kut~u _6am1 na? Ay1, mkhwenyawethu, thina 
nd eh ~1hamba ngomthetho. Usengowakho otha­
e .wkem, awusadingi ukuzihlupha, kodwake feza 
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6 
ushoyo kuqala." 

qalaasuka 6ahamba oJeqe nomfana nenja. Kwa­
Ba umfana ukukhuluma, uJeqe esathule eca­
Uk nga. Umfana wathi, "Ziyahlupha lezintonjana 

uma kwazo." Esezethuka ethi okuthize kwathi'. 
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Uthi: "Uyazi Jeqe, - A! nami angithi '£uthelezi'. 
- zilithathaphi leligama eziku6iza .ngalo ?. Uth1 
uyazi lapha u6uhlalu ezi6ufunayo s1yoye s16uthol~ 
khona? Lo6uya o6ufana no6a6ubincwe uZakh1 
mhla evunule kakhulu. Sohamba ila_nga ~01:k~ 
si6uye ngomuso sesikade silele kwemmye . 1m1z1. 
fiengingathi wa6u6ona amago6olondo emmenke 
yasemachi5ini ased uze nolwandle amancane, ama­
nye ahungqu, amanye amhlop~e .. £ay.e 6athathe 
usinga 6awahlele kahle entanJem yosmga 6enze 
umgexo, 6athi nxa 6efuna ukwenza umutsha Ba­
thathe amancane kakhulu 6awathungele n.genta:­
mbo a6e isigege, noma ngefosi lemba6ala ehshuk1: 
weyo. Yi6oke u6uhlalu 6akithi 1060 Jeqe. Kazi 
ezakini zibinca o6unjani." 

Lapho uJeqe useja6ula ka6i ukuzwa izindlela 
zokuthola u6uhlalu ngo6a 6ekuhlwile nje uku6a 
uzo6uthathaphi. Athi, "Uhlakaniphile mfana, aso­
vuka sihambe siye khona. Okunye lokhu oku6u­
zayo siyo6uye sikuxoxe." 

Wafika ekhaya qede uJeqe wacela uku6a 6a­
mphekele isinkwa wathi uya ngapha olwandle 
Japho kuphenduka khona uSuthu selubeke enya­
katho. Nempela 6amphekela, wavuka na6ang~ne 
Bakhe, umfana nenja ekuseni 6ahamba .. £af1ka 
khona emva kwemini enkulu, se6eke 6asmda ko­
munye umuzi 6adlula kuwona kuphuzwa 6atha-
tha amathamo 6adlula. 

£afika 6awacosha amago6olondo eminenk~, 
amancane kakhulu namakhuywana ezinhlo6~ ez1-
ntathu zom6ala. Agcv,1ele imbenge a6a6ey1phe­
the, 6aphenduka ntambama Ba):e. 6alala kulow? 
muzi a6adlula kuphuzwa kuwo; 1smkwa sa6o 6as1-
qedela emfuleni. Umnumzane akhiphe ukhamba 
o6elusele, 6aphuza 6alala 6esuthi. 

Ngokufika kwa6o ekhaya ngangomuso, a~el~ 
amantombazane akwaNdlovu athi awamenzele 11111-
gexo emihle i6e mi6ili ngalo6uhlalu.. Avuma 
amantombazane, akhipha inhliziyo yesmeke, enza 
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imigexo wathi lap ha eseyi6uka isiphelile uJ eqe 
wagxuma ukuja6ula. 

Washeshisa umfana uku6a ayo6ikela izintombi 
uku6a uselungile. Zafike zathi, "Sesohlangana 
naye emfuleni lapho kukhiwa ·khona amanzi." 
Ngalelolanga uJeqe wacela izintombi ezimbili 
zakwaNdlovu uku6a zi6aphelekezele 6enomfana 
nenja. Wayenga!:esa6i ngo6a Base 6azi 6onke 
kwaNdlovu ukuthi uqonyiwe. £ahamba u6uhlalu 
ousembengeni iphethwe enye yezintombi zakwa­
Ndlovu. £afika 6ahlala phansi komuthi ehla6a­
thini. . Zaq~amuka ngalelolanga ziyisihlanu ngaye 
uZakh1. Zaf1ka zema phambi kwa6o, yathi enkulu 
?akwa~,dlovu, "Hlalani pheJa makhos9-zana sixoxe 
!~da6a. £ahlala, ~aY:esekhulum.a uJeqe ethi: 

Mak~osazana, i:tans1 1mpahla yenu, sengifike 
na:yo, 1SeJ?bengem lapho kuQh:a,mile." - Wayeseyi­
kh1pha nJalo uQhamile wasemaNdlovini wayi6eka 
phambi kwazo izintombi. 

.Za6onga zancinciza zathi, "U6ani lo onesu 
ehhle kangaka lokwenza u6uhlalu na ?" Wathi 
uQhamile: "£enziwe y ithi nodadewetliu ekufikeni 
~wala6a," esho ekhomba oJeqe nomfana nenja. 

:fiekade 6eye ko6ucosha ogwini loSuthu." Z ase 
z1thi izintombi, "Suka phela u6onge, Zakhi." 

vyasuka uZakhi wara phambi kukaJeq~, uJ~qe 
wasuk~ma, 6a?'ha wuhsana, uJ eqe waqa6'ula isa­
ndla s1kaZakh1, zezwakala izintombi ngephimbo: 

"SingamaThonga akwaSotsbangane 
Yithi la6a 6akoSoxaka ' 
Siyakuvuma wena fiu thelezi, 
Yithi la6a 6akoSoxaka." ' 

zihZa~e zafu.dumala se.ngathi zishaya indla:mu 

1 
leh phans1, zasukuma, kwaqala Iona ubijane i uknguZakhi, lwathatha kahle ngesu "Yithi ·1a.6a 

. a oSoxaka." Yacakafula intoka~i yakwa:60 
1&'etna k rt kh d · · ' ' ig a cane nge an a, 1landehsa ngonya,wo 

6 arna: "Yithi la6a 6akoSoxaka." Zadlala kwa­
z:wnandi izintombi kwasuka nelezi zakwaNdlovu 

angana nazo zitsho: "SingamaThonga akwa-
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Sotshangane." Enye yagijima yaya ekhaya ya6uya 
nesiphongwana sigcwele utshwala, 6aphuza, kwa-
6akuhle kwa6anjeya. Kwathi ntambama 6ag0-
duka, kwasala uZakhi noJ eqe nenja. .Baze 6ahlu­
kana lishona; oJ eqe nenja 6agoduka. 

Pho, kuthe ngangomuso uJ eqe wathatha umfana 
wathi: "Hamba ungi6izele uZakhi aye endaweni 
yokuhlanganela." Nempela 6afika kanyekanye 
endaweni yokuhlanganela. Wakhuluma uJeqe 
wathi: "Uya6ona ngahamba ngizo6ulawa kithi 
ngigqitshwe neNkosi, engaku6e lo6ukhosi 6otha­
ndo lwakh'o angizange ngisa6u6ona. Kanti ngi­
hlaliselwe lezizinsuku ezinhle kangaka. Kepha 
kuhle sica6ange isu loku6a ngithole izinkomo zo­
kulo6ola. Mina angilalanga kusihlwa ngica6anga. 
Nakhu engikuthole emca6angweni. Celani nino­
dadewenu nithi niyosika incema ngalapha oSuthu, 
mina ngofika ngicoshe uBuhlalu uyongenzela Bona, 
ngithengise nga6o, imigexo emi5ili yimvu. Ngo­
Buye ngithwale incema ngiyothenga izimbuzi ne­
zimvu eSwazini, ngi6e sengithenga izinkomo, nge­
zimvu nezimbuzi ngikulo6ole." .6avumelana ku­
leloce6o. Kwadlula izinsuku ezimbili 6ahamba 
Baya ngasogwini oJeqe noZakhi nodadewa6o 
nenja. Ngokufika kwa6o ogwini, 6ase6enza nga­
mandla Bede BeBuya Bezolala emizini eseduze 
nogu. Waze wafikelwa uBumnandi Bothando 
uZakhi waqamba igama: 

"Ngeke zingikhohle 
Lezinsuku ezimnandi Jeqe, 
Sicosha amagoBolondo 
Ogwini loSuthu. 
J eqe zimnandi lezinsuku sicosha 

amago6olondo 
Ogwini loSuthu." 
Leligama elaqanjwa uZakhi ethakazela uku­

thandana kwa6o noJ eqe. Yayithi nxashana isili­
vuma intokazi yakwaBo asuke adakwe uthando 
rJeqe, akhohl we na ukucosha amagoBolondo ese-
okhu e6ukana nobijane lwakhe. 
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Emva le indodana yeNkosi eyeshele uZakhi ithe 
ukuBa izwe ukuthi nempela uZakhi uliqomile 
iZulu yathukuthela yathelwa ngamanzi yathi : 
"Ngeke ngitshele noBaBa ngoBa uzokwala sim6u­
lale. WaBiza izinsizwa za6a lishumi zahloma 
zaphelela, kwaBa uye lo weshumi nanye. £anikela 
khona endleleni eqonde ngasogwini, Balala emzini 
osekusele i6angana elincane 6afike kulo oku lala 
khona oJeqe nentombi yakhe nodadewa6o we­
ntombi yakhe. Umnumzane wafike uMntwana 
wamBambela ithole eliBomvu, Balihla6a khona ku­
sihlwa Badia eyokosa, wathi, "Anovuka niyipheke 
ngoBuya ngiyidle ngisaya ngalapha oSuthu." 

Kuthe la kufudumala ilanga BaBa6ona 6o6atha­
thu, oJ eqe noZakhi Becosha amago6olondo udade­
waBo esika incema. Waphenduka uZakhi wathi, 
"Kushwaqa unwele, yini, ngithi sikhona isilwane 
esiBi esisi6ukayo. Sondeza izikhali zakho kuwe 
J eqe, nazi izimbokodwe ezimbili sengizicoshile, 
nami ngokwelekelela." Aligwinyanga uZakhi, 
wathi ephenduka ethatha imikhonto yakhe emi­
Bili nehawana elincane elivikela amathupha ku­
phela noboko zase zilapha izinsizwa zikaNdle­
Bende. 

"Mina kuthi-kuthi !" zimethuka uJeqe. "UBani 
othe woza lapha nalezingane?" Wavimba uZakhi 
ngaphambi kwezinsizwa wathi: "£uzani kimi, 
yimi engithe akasiphelekezele size lapha." 

"Suka wena asikhulumi nawe." £amchiliza. 
Lapho udadewaBo usethe galo yephuka eBange 

kulomuzi aBalala kuwona. WaBa uyazaBalaze 
uZakhi zamsunduza izinsizwa zasondela kuJ eqe. 
Lapho uselikhokhile uJeqe iklwa lakwaBo. Inja 
yakhe isiyaveva lapha eceleni kwakhe. Owoku­
qala owaphakamisa tJmkhonto ethi uyathatha ku­
J eqe, yayisimphethe isinene inja, uJ eqe weqa, 
umkhonto wagwaza isihla6athi, nenja inamathele 
esineneni yamhlalisa phansi, uJeqe wayethokoza 
kulowo oBesecaleni engakazeleli lutho, washo 
wathi: 
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"Ngadla ngenkomo yakw~thu, ngadla mina 
Jeqe onjengempisi." 

Kwavuka usinga oludala. Zamfica izinsizwa. 
Enye yamgwaza esihlakaleni umkhonto wakhe 
wawa phansi. Wayesefikile uZakhi lapho ithi 
ayimqedele, wa6asa ngembokodo enhlafunweni 
yawa phansi insizwa, kanti inja ngalaphaya ama­
thumbu isiwadilizele ngaphandle. YaBona ukuthi 
isimehlulile yamshiya yahlangana nomntanenkosi 
imba1:gi kaJeqe, yayisikhwela kuye ngemuva: 
amazmyo yawafaka kuye entanyeni yamwisa, ya­
fika insizwa yathi iyaqeda enjeni kanti iyihla6a 
esicutshini somlenze, yakhala inja kanti isimenze 
kaBi umntwana lapha emsundulweni. Kwafika 
enye insizwa yalifaka laphelela iklwa esiBindini 
senja, yaphela khona lapho. Usede evika nje 
uJeqe, asenawo amandla okulwa, Bamgwaze esi­
hlakaleni, 6amnquma umsipha. Sekulwa uZakhi 
yedwa, naye alwi lutho ngaphandle kokuBa ede 
evikela uJ eqe, ema phambi kwakhe lap ho 6ethi 
Bayamthatha ngomkhonto, kepha umntwana uBa­
laye kakhulu ukuthi Bangamthinti uZakhi. Uthe 
~s8:beke IaBa aBaphambi kwakhe kwavela enye 
ms1zwa yamuthi hlwi, yamphonsa laphaya, Bathe­
lekake kuJeqe, 6amgingqa phansi. £asheshe 
6amshiya esalele ethe ja, Baphuthuma umnta­
nenkosi osede efikelwa izinxi zokopha lapho 
elunywe khona yinja. ABanye seBeBambe 
uZakhi phansi. £aphuthuma ukumethwala 
uMntwana Bamsondeze ngasemanzm1 Bade 
6emphuzisa amanzi, Bemgeza amanxeBa nge­
khambi elinqamula ukopha. 

Esikhungweni lap ha a6alele phansi, uJ eqe nenja 
?a~he, nensizwa egwaze uJeqe ngomhlanganiso, 
1ns1zw~ ebotshozwe isisu yinja, nensizwa eshaywe 
UZakh1 ngetshe. .£azithatha zonke izidumbu lezi 
Baziyisa. kulomuzi lapho 6ekulala khona oJeqe 
ngoBa y1wona owawuseduze kuneminye. £alwa 
~oZakhi engavumi ukuhamba Baze 6am6opha 
lZandla nezinyawo, Bamenzela uhlaka lomhlanga, 
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6amthwala ngalo. Ethi: "Niyi6ulele indoda yami, 
kuhle ningi6ulale ningimbele nayo." A6anasihawu 
naye uma nempela kwakuya nga6o 6a6eyomgwaza 
6akhokhe lensizwa ayi6ulale ngetsh e. Pho, 6a6azi 
ukuthi uku6ulala uZakhi kunga6a elikh ulu icala. 
.6aphuthuma uMntwana, wafike wakhothiswa izi­
hlungu, wa6oshwa ngemithi emanxe6eni enja, 
6amlalisa kwasa engcono, kwembiwa ithuna 6a­
gqitsh wa la6o a6afayo; oJeqe nenja 6asala khona 
esigcawini. Kanti umkhonto lo a6a6ethi umqede 
nya uJeqe, awungenanga e6u6endeni, wahlangana 
nethambo lesifu6a wawusugwegwesa ungena uthi 
ukuqhephula iphaphu enhla nalo. Elinye inxe6a 
ngaphandle kwelalisesihlakaleni lalisethangeni. 
Kuthe lapho kufika umoya wokusa o6andayo, wa­
qa6uka uJeqe, kepha engenamandla okuvuka noku­
hamba, kepha ukoma sekuthi nginawe qho. Wade 
ezama egingqika, umlenze usu6uhlungu ka6i uvu­
vukele; kepha ukomela amanzi kwamenza uku6a 
anyamezele u6uhlungu o6ukhul u, waze wafika 
eduze nechi6i, wa6ona ukuthi angasondeli kakhulu 
echi6ini ngo6a nakhu unuka igazi izingwenya zi­
zom6amba nomkhonto wokuzixhakalaza uwushiye 
lapho e6elwa khona, wayesephanda ngesandla 
sokhohlwa ade ethola isichi6ana econsisela emphi­
njeni, kwaze kwenela. Manje kwa6a yikhathi 
eca6anga ngoZakhi, wakhala izinyembezi wathi, 
"Ngizofela lapha esihla6athini. uZakhi nginga­
m6oni !" U6uhlungu benhliziyo 6a6a6ukulu, 
waze wafikelwa isihlambi so6uthongo walala. 

ISAHLUKO VJJI. 

USithcla ufica uJeqe 

K waku usuku loku6a uSithela umfundisikazi 
wezinyanga nezangoma zase6uThonga ephumile 
esiqhingini sasolwandle ezofundisa a6afundi 6akhe 
imithi engamakhu 6alo namakhambi engekho esi-
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qhingini. Ugwedlelwa a6antu a6a6ili emkhunjaneni 
omncane, a6ane a6efunda u6unyanga. Ha, lapha 
kulele khona uJeqe yilapha umkhunjana uzophu­
mela khona. 

.6athi 6engakaveli la6a a6asemkhunjaneni 6a-
6ona kuvuka amandla kuSithela, ebeja e6usweni, 
e6u6ula ebodla, wathi, 

"Ikhona into esizoyi6ona, gwedlani niginise, 
ukhona umuntu ose6unzimeni, amakhosi athi ma­
ngiye komsiza. Siqongwane, letha lapha isi6uko 
sami." 

USiqongwane, itshe elinesi6uko lapho uSithela 
e6uka khona yonke into, waliletha. Wayesethi: 

"H a, nangu umfana, ulele ezi6ukweni sengathi 
unamai:ixe6a.. Ngi6ona igazi kuye, nansiya inja 
nayo 1gwaz1we, kukh ulu o6ekwenziwa lapha. 
Gwedlani niqonde kulesiya siqhingana niphume 
entshonalanga kwaso." 

.6enza njengo6a 6eyaliwe y inyangakazi enkulu. 
Nembala Bathe 6ethi q hamu, nanguya umuntu 
equngquluzile ogwini. "Donselani khona 6anta-
6ami." Idevu lomkhunjana lasigqula isihla6athi 
sogu, eduze nalapho kulele khona uJeqe. .6ehla 
6akhipha intambo nogojwana olucijileyo 6alugxu­
~eka esihla6athini, wema umkhunjana wehla no­
S1thela; wasondela wa6ona ukuthi akakafi lomu­
ntu, wasonde la wamcingisisa, wagoqongana, wa­
luleka, wabuncana, wajuluka, wema wamjolozela 
emehlweni. .6ez,va uJ eqe ekhala sengathi ku­
khona okumethusile. Lapho uSithela wam6amba 
~vamcindezela phansi, uJ eqe wathi, "Musa ukungi-

ulala, ngiyeke 60 !" Lapho umuntu use6ona 
ngezinde6e zomlomo kaSithela ukuthi 6akhona 
~khuluma na6o. Washo kakhu lu wathi 
,Vuka ! Vuka !" Qingqo ngesinqe uJeqe ! Wa~ 
f esethi. kula6a ah.amba na6o, "Thathani inde6e 
eyo, n.1khe amanz1 nilethe lapha." Wamphuzisa ~f anz1 agcw~la isisu! wamshiya na6agwedli a6a­

E1 1 waya ez1hlahlem efundisa izinyanga imithi. 
muva lapha emkhunjaneni uJeqe usengqe6elekile 
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exoxela aBagwedli impi yakhe yayizolo, eseth~, 
' '..6asinde ngo6a Basheshe Ba.ngijiyeza ~s~ndlem! 
6engizo6aqeda ngefunga uTsnak_a. Kazi mtomb1 
yami 6ayenzenjani ! Nxa 6engay16ulalanga .ngek~ 
Bayithole, ngoze ngiphile. ngiyoyi.that?a ngez1khah. 
.Bona Bathi ngifile a6az1 ukuth1 ngmgumafavuke 
njengedanga6ane. Ngizwe sekumnandi i~ol? ngo­
mhlanganiso wokuqala, ngakhumbula k1t~1 kwa­
Zulu kwasuka usikisiki lwempi, kwath1 lapho 
ngithi ngizo6aqeda a6afokazana Bangijiyeza." 

Kuthe ntambama wa6uya uSithela nezinyanga 
zakhe ezine. .Bathe 6eseyi6angana uJeqe wathi, 
"Yi6.aphi la6a ?" A6agwedli Bathi, " Kanti awu­
m6onanga yini okusindisileyo na?" "qha," kusho 
uJ eqe. .6athi: "Uyeke lo ozayo, 1Nkosazan1: 
uSithela, umphathi wesiqhingi sezinyanga, owaz1 
konke okufihliweyo." 

Uthe efika nje uSithela wayethi, "Thathani l~­
mlisa nimfake emkhunjini, sihambe ilanga seh­
qhu6ekile." .6amt'at'amisa uJeqe, Bamfaka emkh~­
njini, 6amonyula uthana olu6ambe umkhumb1, 
Bakuphonsa phakathi kanye nentambo, 6agwedla 
se6e6uyela esiqhingini. Uthule uthe nya . uJ eqe, 
yilokhu esamangaliswe uku6ona lo owes1fa~~ne 
olalelwa kangaka nohlonishwa kangaka a6es1hsa. 

.6ahamba emt'at'eni wolwandle okude kuqu6uka 
kuwo izimvu6u oziqhingana zawo kwethamele 
izingwenya eza~inele zi6a6one zicwile emanzini. 
.6ahamba Baze Bangena otikitini nje olunomhla­
no-a Iapho amanzi eseqala u6umuncu, 6adwe6a 
e~dleleni yomkhumbi esengathi yalungiselw3: 
wona phakathi kwomhlanga, Bafika lapho amanz1 
ese6uye aphela u6umuncu, 6agwedla laze lashon3: 
Behamba, lap ho uJ eqe akasaqondi yena ukut h1 
uphi. Kuthe lap ho kuthi hwelele uJ ~qe wa6ona 
izihlonti zomlilo zikhanya lapho kuz1shaya ugu. 
Wezwa a6angaphesheya se6ememeza Bethi, "Kha­
nya Nkosazana !" "Ewu, nisaphila 6anta6ami ?" 
"Khanya Nk.osazana !" A6agwedli 6aluphonsa 
uthi, 6alu6amba a6angaphesheya, wema umkhu-
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mbi wehla uSithela . .6akhothama 6akhuleka 6ethi, 
"Khanya Nkosazana, wena owathola imfihlo eye­
hlula amadoda ! Khanya mame. mame wethu !" 

Wathi uSithela, "Thathani lomuntu nimthwale 
nifike nimngenise elawini likaNgqele6ani, simthole 
ngaphesheya egwaziwe, u zokwelashwa aphile." 
.6amt'at'amisa uJeqe 6aye 6amethula emnyango 
kwaNgqele6ani. Uthe ethuka uJeqe kwakuphuma 
ixhegu uNgqeleBani, lathi: "Yini lomfunzi eniwu­
letha lapha ? Lomuntu othwelweyo akakwazi yini 
ukuzihambela?" .6amlandisa uN gqele6ani uku­
tholwa kukaJeqe nokuthi uSithela uthe akalethwe 
kuye azokwelashwa. 

Lelixhegu uNgqele6ani ukhokhothi nje lwendoda 
endala izinqulu lezi seza6aluknuni njengesi­
khumba senkomo, emathangeni' lapha nase­
zithweni kuhamba iziyinge nje zezimbali. Ama­
hlombe asago6a. Uhlala yedwa, ukudla ukule­
thelwa a6afana sekuvuthiwe. Umse6enzi wakhe 
ukwelusa ot'okoloshe nomantindane nezinye izi­
lwane okwelashwa ngazo kulesosiqhingi esine­
ndawo enkulu yezinyanga. £athe uma Bamngenise 
uJ eqe wezwa iphunga angalaziyo elida6ula 
ikhanda; wathi, "Ngisizeni ningikhiphele pha­
ndle." .Bala 6athi, "Sisakuyisa phambili." Bathe 
uku6a 6adlule kulowomhume Baqhamuka lapho 
kukhona isikhala ·kushaya umoya omuhle, igceke 
lakhona lendlalwe rigezikhumba zezilwane zazo 
zonke zakulelozwe. £afika Bamethula khona, 
kanti uNgqeleBani uya6alandela. Wayese6a­
khombisa kwelinye igumbi ngakwesokukhohlwa 
ethi a6amethule khona. Sekufika umfana endlala 
izikhumba, e6asa umlilo, uJ eqe wacambalala, 
umqondo wakhe uduma nje, engazi ukuthi namhla 
Ufike endaweni enjani. Kwadlula isikhashana 
~Wafika a6afana a6a6ili Bemlethele isiri.ambathi. 

lambile kuyilokhu kwayizolo ukudla engakwazi 
Wathi: "Ngi6onwa yini !" Wa6ona a6afana se6e­
l1dlala izikhumba phakathi negceke, 6eshayela, Be-
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letha amacansi amahle encema, 6ewendlala, 6a­
letha isihlalo esihle esi6aziweyo 6asi6eka phezu 
kwawo amacansi. 

Uthe ethuka uJ eqe kwakungena yen a uSithela 
elandelwa a6afana namantombazane 6athi 
"Khanya Nkosazana !" Wafika qede wahlala 
khona kulesosihlalo, laphuma ixhegu elingu­
Ngqele6ani lathi, "Khanya Nkosazana !" vVa6ona 
uJeqe ukuthi mkhulu lomuntu kulendawo. 

Washo uSithela wathi, "Ake usixoxele ukuthi 
uphumaphi mfo." 

Wathatha phansi uJeqe ukuzalwa kwakhe no­
kuya kwakhe eNkosini uTshaka nokufa kwayo 
nokweqa kwakhe aze afike e6uThonga nokutha­
ndana kwakhe noZakhi okum6angele uku6a 
6amgwaze a6akwaNdle6ende. 

Wathatha itshe lakhe uSithela elinesi6uko esi­
veza konke asuke efisa ukuku6ona ngo6ungoma 
aBethwasayo. Wa6uka wayesethi, "In tombi yakho 
a6ayi6ulalanga isekhaya ku6o, kepha ifuna isu 
loku6a ngomuso ike izohlola esikhundleni ukuthi 
ufe nya noma u6uye wavuka." 

"Awu, uthini Nkosazana na? Nxa kunjalo pho 
ungengi6uyisele khona ngomuso ngize ngiyi6one 
na?" 

"Qha, njengo6a ungene lapha uyoze uphume 
usuhlakaniphile ezintweni zalapha," kusho uSi­
thela. "Yinye into engingakusiza ngayo J eqe: 
Uku6a ngithumele a6afana Bami Baye koyihlola, 
6athi uma 6eyi6ona Bayitshele ukw6a kawufile, 
kepha ulapho uzothola khona ukwelashwa ama­
nxe6a." 

"Khanya Nkosazana !" Kusho uJeqe. 
A6e esethi uSithela, "Uya6ona J eqe ngikulet he 

lapha uku6a welashwe uNgqele6ani, uthi nxa 
usuphilile ufunde u6unyanga ikhona uyosiza 
aBantu a6agulayo. Ungesa6i lutho konke ozoku-
6ona lapha okuphethwe uNgqele6ani akusoze kwa­
kulimaza, uNgqele6ani uyakubekela. Imihume 
miningi lapha ·eyizindlu zezilwane ongazange uzi-
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Bone. Ngizwa 6ethi uthe lapho udlula umhume 
wamandiki ukunuka kwakwehl ula, wathi ma6aku-
6uyisele emuva. Ye6o, amandiki anuka ka6i, noma 
seliphuma kumuntu e6elimngene kuye kunuke 
ka6i. Nxa usufunde ukuse6enza kwalapha uyo­
wakhipha lapho uwafica khona egu lisa a6antu, 
netshe likat'okoloshe wolithola, a6ahlushwa ot'oko­
loshe u6asize. Kepha ukufunda yonke lemikhu6a 
kuthatha isikhathi eside. Kuningi ozoku6ona 
lapha esiqhingini sakithi. Lala kahle uyofika 
akuphe imithi kusasa uNgqeleBani." 

Wasukuma uSithela esehamba, Basukuma Bonke 
6athi: " Khanya Nkosazana !" Uthe engakalali 
uSithela walaya a6agwedli a6a6ili wathi a6ovuka 
Bathathe umkhumbi BayoqameJa intombi kaJeqe, 
6ayitshele ukuthi kafile uJ eqe, uyelashwa esi­
qhingini, mayigoduke ihlale imlinde noma kuze 
ku6e yisikhathi eside. 

Pho, uyayizeka inda6a uJ eqe lokhu akalalanga 
evuswa umsindo angazange awuzwe ilokhu azalwa 
wezilwane zifika ngeziga6a kuNgqele6ani e6usuku 
ezikhuza ekhuluma nazo, ezipha ukudla, yena 
usethe khose engosini a6ekwe kuyo ethuthumela 
ethi zizomudla. Kwaze kwasa ebeke ngawayizolo. 

Ku the ekuseni a6agwedli 6aphuma 6aya emfu­
leni Bathatha umkhumbi 6aphindela ezi6ukweni 
lapho 6efice khona uJeqe ngayizolo. £afika 
kungekho muntu, nenja isidliwe, noma yadliwa 
zimpisi noma izingwenya a6aqondanga ngo6a 
a6azikhathazanga noma Basondele 6abeke ukuthi 
Yini. .6ahlala lapho kwaze kwa6a isemini. 

Kuthe 6engazelele se6eca6anga ukuphindela 
emuva 6a6ona umuntu eqhamuka, 6a6ona ukuthi 
umuntu wesifazane. Wahamba wahamba wema, 
Wa6u kisisa . .6ase 6ememeza 6ethi: "Woza lap ha!" 
Wethuka, waqalaza esefuna uku6aleka. .6athi, 
"Woza sikuxoxele izinda6a zesoka Jakho." Wa­
~unga isi6indi waya kuBo. .6amlandisa yonke 
lndaBa yokuficwa kukaJ eqe enjengofileyo ogwini 
nokuthi inyanga enkulu yasesiqhingini imthathile, 
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kuhle angesa6i, uzokwelashwa ahlale afunde u6u­
nyanga wophuma qede 6a6onane. .6athi, "Nesi­
dumbu senja yakhe Besikhona lapha emhla6athini 
izolo, kepha namhla kasisekho siya6ona ukuthi 
sidliwe zilwane." 

Wathi uZakhi, "Ni6one yena impela na?" 
.6amsho zonke izici zesimo sakhe, wakholwa wa­
goduka eja6ula enethemba ukuthi 6o6uye 6a6o­
nane nesithandwa sakhe. .6agwedla a6asesiqhi­
ngini 6a6uyela emuva, emuva koku6a uZakhi ese­
khumule umgexo wakhe wa6anika wona wathi 
a6oze Bamkhonzele kuJ eqe. 

Emva lapha esiqhingini uJeqe uyelashwa. 
Uthathwe uNgqele6ani wamlalisa eduze nembiza 
egcwele izinhlo6onhlo6o zamakhambi namagxolo, 
iBaselwe ngaphansi i6ekwe phezu kwamatshe 
amathathu. Kuthe lapho isi6ila wayesethatha izi­
khumba ezimbili emboza uku6a intuthu yoku6ila 
ize ifinyelele kuJeqe. Wathi emembula wayese­
juluke esemanzi. Wayesemgeza ngawo amanzi 
axu6ene nomuthi esashisa kakhulu kodwa efakwe 
icimamlilo uku6a angamyo6uli. Uthe eqeda lokho 
wayesemesula ngesiphuku, e6opha amanxe6a nge­
sikhumba sikaxamu. 

Wezwa umzimba uthi dwi. Uthe esaqala uku­
xoxa inda6a noNgqele6ani kwase kufika a6afana 
Bephethe isinambathi ngezinkamba ezimbili, 
olunye kungolukaNgqele5ani olunye kungoluka­
Jeqe. .6adla. .6athe 5engakaqedi ukudla 6a5uye 
Bafika a5afana Bephethe ukhamba lotshwala 5a­
phuza. .6ahamba a6afana 6alanda ukudla kwe­
zilwane, Bathe nxa se5eku5eke laphaya ngaphansi 
komuthi uNgqele6ani washaya imfengwane uthe 
ethuka uJ eqe kwakuqhamuka zonke izinhloBo 
zezilwanyazane, ezinye zinezimwana zoBuntu, zi­
hamba ngezinyawo ezimbili ezinye zihamba nge­
zinyawo ezine. Kwaphethuza nje, lapho uJeqe 
wangenelwa uvalo, waguqazela eseya engosini 
yakhe. Lapho uNgqeleBani wakhuluma nazo 
zehlukana ngezinhlo5o zazo. Imikhovu wayipha 
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izinsipho, ot'okoloshe wa5apha isijingi njalo njalo. 
Kwa6a u5uxhafuxhafu kuphangelwana, okuncane 
kukhala futhi-futhi, kulunywa, kuklwejwa ezi­
ndala. Kuthe lapho seziqedile ukudla wayeseshaya 
imfengwane yakhe, zaphindela ezindaweni zazo. 
Lapho uJeqe usethe khexe. Ukhohliwe nje ukuthi 
zonke lezizilwane zaqoqwa kanjani nokuthi ze­
fuyelweni. 

Zithe uku6a zikhukhule uJeqe waguqazela waya 
kuNgqele5ani eyo5uza ukuthi lezi izilwane ze­
fuyelweni lapha esiqhingini. 

Wathi uNgqele5ani, "Kanti kawazi yini ukuthi 
iseziko lezinyanga lapha, lap ha zifunda khona? 
Ngonyaka njalo kufika a6emunye noma a6a6ili 
a 6aphuma ezweni ngaphandle Bazofunda u6u­
nyanga o6ukhulu kuSithela. Zonke izinyanga 
ezidumileyo zokubula nokwelapha zifunda khona 
lapha. Nawe nje nxa usuphilile uzongena kulelo­
ziko. Wathula uJeqe waca6anga. Asikholwa 
imikhovu kodwa uJeqe uthi watshelwa uNgqele-
5ani ukuthi ezinye izilwane lezi imikhovu. 

Manje uNgqeleBani wafunela uJ eqe uthi loku­
dondolozela. Wa6e yilokhu eham ba edondolozela 
e6aleni lakwaNgqeleBani. Welashwa waze wa­
phila. UNgqele5ani wayeseyo5ika· ukuthi uJeqe 
usephilile. Yathi iNkosazana: "Mlethe lap ha." 
Weza naye ehamba edlula imihume ngemihume, 
e6ona a5antu a6anye 5epheka a6anye Behlezi. 
B~the uku6a 5aphume emhumeni uJ eqe wa5ona 
ehhle izwe, ekhonjiswa namasimu nenta6a okwehla 
kuyo umfula wamanzi. Laphaya phansi kwenta6a 
6amtshela ukuthi kukhona umuzi kaSithela. Wa-
6uza uJeqe wathi, "Uhlala noBani khona la­
Phaya ?" .6athi, "Uhlala na5afana namantomba­
zane a5amkhonzayo." 

Uthe lapho esesondezwa ekhaya likaSithela 
engaka~i~i wa5ona intombazane iza ngeju6ane 
seng~th1 1ya6ahlanga6eza 5enoNgqele6ani. Yafika 
tath1, "INkosazana ithi ayinasikhathi namhla soku-

onana noJeqe, kuhle uze umlethe ngomuso. 
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Namhla m6onise zonke izinto ezenziwa lapha 
esiqhingini." 

Nembala uNgqele6ani wamthatha njalo uJ eqe 
6ahamba. .Bathe 6ethi ukudundu6ala kwelinye 
idulana uJ eqe wa6ona amalanga6i omlilo. Wathi, 
"Yini lokhuya oku6omvu okufana nomlilo?" Wathi 
uNgqele6ani, "Yisithando lapho kukhitshwa khona 
insimbi ematsheni, laphaya ngaphambidlana 
esinye isithando lapho ikhandwa khona. Futhi 
lesiya sesithathu yilapho kukhandwa khona ithusi 
elenza izindondo namasongo afakwa ezingalweni 
nasemaq akal eni.'' 

Wathi uJ eqe, "Ngiyeja6ula ngo6a nakithi 
ngizwa ngenda6a nje ukuthi insimbi itholwa 
eNkandla. Lokhu sathi siyontshontsha izinkomo 
eQhudeni 6ayikhomba inta6a lapho kwenziwa 
khona insimbi yemikhonto namageja, kepha angi­
qondi uku6a 6akwenza kanjani." 

Wathi uNgqele6ani, "Uzo6ona namhla ukwenzi­
wa kwensimbi kuleli lakithi, kodwa angazi ukuthi 
kini 6ayenza kanjani." £asondela ezithandweni 
zomlilo, amalanga6i ekhephuzela enqamuka izi­
vingi phezulu. Wa6ona a6anye 6ethwele amatshe 
akade esekhandwa izingqephungqephu 6ewa­
sondeza esithandweni, a6anye 6ethwele amalahle 
enziwe ngezinkuni zemithi 6ewaletha khona uku6a 
a6aselwe esithandweni. Wa6uka uJeqe amanyela 
ensimbi 6ewahlukanisa namatshe ngomlilo 
omkhulu, nalapho se6eyiqoqela ndawonye. Kwa6a 
sengathi u6uhlakani o6ungaka akazange a6u6one 
ku6o kwaZulu. £adlula kuleso sesi6ili isithando 
6aya kwesesithathu lapho wafica izinyanga zi­
khanda imikhonto namageja. Lapho wahlala 
phansi wa6ukisisa isikhathi eside, esede egqu­
gquzwa uNgqele6ani ethi a6ahambe usekhumbule 
ukuyokupha izilwane zakhe. 6ali6ala kakhulu 
kulendawo wanga6e esa6ona lapho kwenziwa 
khona ithusi. £athi se6e6uyela ekhaya lika­
Ngqele6ani uJeqe wayengasathandi, ekhangwa 
izindlu ezinhle ezakhiwe ngo6unono ngaphandle 
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komh ume ogcwele izilwane ezinuka ka6i. Uhamba 
nje inhliziyo ayisekho emhumeni, isilapha laku­
khandwa khona imikhonto, lapho a6antu 6ehlala 
ezindlini, 6eshaywa umoya. Pho, umyalo weNkosa­
zana uzowuthini. Waphindela emhumeni inhliziyo 
isi6uhlungu, ekhumbula ukuthi uyohlala lapho 
ezode efikelwa zihaqahaqa zezilwane ezimbi. 

Kwasa okungaliyo ! Usuku lokuyo6onana ne-
Nkosazana endlini yayo. £anele 6aqeda ukudla 
nje uNgqele6ani wapha izilwane zakhe, 6aphuma 
emhumeni 6e6ange endlini yeNkosazana. Ya6a-
6ona 6esaqhamuka kude lokhu yilapho iphakathi 
kokufundisa amadoda amane ukushaya ama­
thambo. 

Ukhangwa yindlu eliqhugwane, icakiwe nge-
6umba elimpofu. Umnyango wayo wahlukile 
ezindlini azaziyo, mude nesicaba sakhiwe ngo­
mhlanga. Umfica ehlukile kulokuya kum6ona 
kwakhe mhla efikayo. Namhla wembethe isiphuku 
esishukiweyo sendlozi, isihluthu sakhe usikhiphile. 
Muhle umuntu lo! Amehlo akhe kepha awabe­
keki,' a6ukhali, umuntu um6uka sengathi umBona 
izi6ilini ngaphakathi. 

Akhuleke uNgqele6ani athi, " Khanya Nkosaza­
na !" NoJ eqe amlingise etsho njalo. Lokhu uhlezi 
Ufulathele umnyango wendlu ubeke kulamadoda 
amane aseduze kwakhe, awafundisayo waphendu­
ka wa6iza isigqili somfana ·wathi asilethe isi­
khumba sembuzi, 6ahlale kuso oNgqeie6ani no-
J eqe. Wanga6anaka nje, waqhu6a umse6enzi 
wakhe. Amathambo awagcwalise izandla zo-
mbili a6e esewasakaza phambi kwa6o athi a6a­
Wefunde; 6abede, 6abede a6e ese6akhombisa 
Ukuthi uma u6ani emi kanje, usuke ethi, nxa 
~!andelwa eduze uS06ani6ani kusuke kungukuthi. 
!~go6a se6ewafunde onke amagama awo. 

_Wa6uka uJ eqe esede ethi enhliziyweni, "Kazi 
mk in~ sithutha sakwaZulu ngoze ngikwazi nje no­

U61za onke lamathambo ngamagama awo na." 
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A6uye athi: "Kodwa, ngize ngizindle konke lokhu 
nje ngizo6e ngifundiswa khona yini?" 

INkosazana iqede uku6afundisa i6e isikhuluma 
noNgqele6ani ithi, "Zisaphila kahle izilwane 
zami ?" Athi, "Khanya Nkosazana !" I6uye i6uze 
futhi iNkosazana ithi, "Nihlezi kahle nalomlisa 
wakwaZulu?" Athi, "Khanya Nkosazana !" 

I6e isiphendukela kuJeqe ithi, "Usujwayele 
lapha kithi Jeqe?" Athi uJeqe, "Khanya Nkosa­
zana." "Zinjani izilwane zikaNgqele6ani?" Athi 
uJeqe, "Ayi Nkosazana, izona ngingak~zijw~y~li." 
I6isithi kuye, "Uzojwayela. l yonamp1 yam.1 nJalo 
leyo J eqe. Akukho sizwe esingeza lap ha s1zotha-
6atha izwe lami. Ngingasithela ngazo nawe u'1uke 
kahle zilwa." Lapho esexoxa inda6a u6uso 6akhe 
6uthambe wa6ona amazinyo akhe amhlophe, 
amahle l~pho ihleka iNkosazana. Emaqakaleni 
lapha ifake amasongo ethusi, kwathi lapho i:;u­
kuma ilungisa isiphuku sayo wa6ona umutsha way? 
wezindondo. Yangena endlini, ithe iphuma yayi-
6uya nokhamba iphethe okunye ngesinye isandla_. 
kan ti zimpondo ezintathu ezincane okusengath1 
ezephithi, kanye nolhi lohlanga. Y~ziphonsa 
phansi yayisithi, "Sukumani 6afana 6am1," zesuk~ 
zema. Wazi6uka kahle uJeqe. Wa6ona ukuth1 
zithungelwe kahle zavalwa ngengcina ngaphezulu. 
Zase zisuka zigxumekeka othini lomhlanga sezid~ 
zizulazula kulo, iNkosazana ilumise okhambeni. 
Wamangala uJeqe e6ona lomlingo. Uthe esama­
ngele wa6ona izinde6e zomlomo weNkosazan~ 
zinyakaza kanti ikhuluma nazo izimpondo le~';J : 
Olunye uthe ethuka lwalunamathela esihlathm1 
sakhe. Wagxuma waphoseka laphaya. Wazama 
ukuluhlangula, yamkhuza iNkosazana. Waluyeka 
lwahlala khona esihlathini. Ya6uye yakhulum~ 
lwa6uyela kwezinye. Ya6e sey ithi, "Qha, kan~1 
uzo6ufunda u6unyanga." Yathi kuNgqele6an1, 
"Ngomuso womkhipha emhumeni umyis~ la p~~ 
kuhlala a6efundi. Usezongena ekufund1sweni-
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Nempela ngangomuso uJeqe waphurha emhume­
ni waya lapha kuhlala khona a6efundiswayo. vVa­
ngena emphekweni efunda amagama amakhu6alo, 
efundiswa nezifo eziwelaphayo, nendlela asuswa 
ngayo yezi5i6a namafutha ezilwane namatshe emi­
khando. A6uye ahambe nayo iNkosazana na-
6anye a6efundayo 6ayofunda amakhambi nemithi 
eyelapha isihudo neyelapha a6esifazane nxa 6enga­
tholi kahle inzalo. Lokhu ufike muva uJeqe uthe 
uphela unyaka wayese6adlula la6a a6afika kuqala. 

Wacela ngelinye ilanga eNkosazaneni wathi, 
"Ngifikelwe ukukhumbula umame, ngicela iNkosa­
zana ike ingi6ukele esi6ukweni sayo ukuthi 6asa­
phila nje a6akithi." Nempela ya sithatha isiBuko 
sayo yathi. "Yima phambi kwami ufise loku oku­
celayo ." Wema uJeqe njengo6a eyaliwe. 

Yathi: "Ngi6ona imizi emi6ili ik'ak'e umfula. 
Nangu unyoko ukonganeno, nanguya uyihlo uko­
ngaphesheya. Izinkomo zigcwele isi6aya . Kuya­
philwa ekhaya. Ngi6ona na6afowenu nodade­
wenu lapha esi6ukweni." Waja6ula uJeqe. 

Ku the ngelinye ilanga esengene kowesiBili 
unyaka esesiqhingini wavuka ekuseni kakhulu 
kungakasi eya kogeza emfuleni, kanti yisikhathi 
soku6a iNkosazana isekuphungulweni. Waqale 
wa6ona sengathi ku6aswe umlilo eduze nesihlahla, 
wabekisisa wa6ona zonke izilwane ezinkulu nezi­
ncane zik'ak'e umuntu wesifazane, efinyela a6uye 
asukume enga6ince lutho. I zilwane lezi zimk'ak'e 
Phakathi u6ukeka sengathi uyageza kanti umju­
luko. Usemanzi t'e ukujuluka. A6uye aphaka­
mise izingalo uJeqe a6one kuthandela kuye izi­
nyoka, nezi6ankwa nezintulo. zonke ezihuquze­
layo. Aze athuthumele akhohlwe ukuthi v ini 
lokhu. Akhase ngamadolo esondela efuna uku-
6ona kahle. A6one sengathi ezinye ziyamgonyoza, 
a6uye a6one zihlehla zimzungeza. Kuthi nxa 
sekubejile ezansi zinyamalale izilwane ku6e yisi-
khathi e6ona kahle ukut hi uSithela. Esa6e 
sengathi um6onile. Athi ne phansi. Am6one 
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ehamba bushu e6ange emfuleni eyogeza. '\i\Tanele 
wasithela nje, uJ eqe wa6anga esihlahleni eyobaca 
noku6a a6one ukuthi uzo6uya yini. Wahlala wa­
hlala wam6ona ese6uya, wafika Japho ekade ephu­
ngulwa khona, wathatha isiphuku sakhe waqonda 
ekhaya lakhe. Kwenzeka konke lokhu nje 6ese 
kuphele izinsuku ezingafika esihlanwini 6enga­
sayi kofunda, futhi kungavunye lwa muntu wesi­
lisa asondele endlini yakhe, ekhonzwa amanto­
mbazane azigqiJi kuphela. Wa6ona uJeqe ukuthi 
kanti lomuntu amandla uwathola kanjani. Wawu­
h la6a inhlali. Esa6e ukuthi uma eke wayixoxa 
yafika kuSithela mhlaumbe anga6ulawa. 

Kuthe lapho unyaka wesi6ili uphakathi nawo, 
iNkosazana yamthatha uJ eqe eseya kofunda ama­
khu6alo angekho esiqhingini namakhambi. £a­
k hwela emkhunjini nomunye umlisa ofundayo. 
Yi6o la6aya 6egwedla 6aye 6aphumele ezi6ukweni 
lap ho uJ eqe 6amthola khona. '\i\T ezwa kusuka 
usinga lwaleyompi yakhe, wakhumbula nentombi 
yakhe. 

.Bahamba, ehambe e6afundisa Baze 6aphenduka 
ntambama, 6afinyelela esiqhingini lishona. 

Kwa6a omkhulu umkhosi mhla se6ephothulwa 
6e6athathu. Lokhu nezilwane usefundisiwe ngazo 
wanikwa netshe lawot'okoloshe elathungelwa 
engca6eni yesikhumba sikaxamu. Walaywa kwa­
thiwa, "Lengca6a uyoyivula kuphela nxa ufica 
a6antu 6ehlushwa ot'okoloshe noma ufuna ukudlu­
la endaweni embi 6angaze 6aku6ona." 

Yathi iNkosazana, "Hambani kahle nalemithi 
nokwazi engininike khona niye kosiza izigu]i. 
Ningathakathi, niphilise ku6e kuphela. Nxashana 
nithakatha 6onke u6unyanga 6enu 6uyakuphupha, 
nokubula ninga6e nisakwazi. Ngiyaku6ona konke 
enikufisayo. Lesi siphiwo ngasinikwa ukuze ngi­
size ngaso a6antu. Ngohlala ngini6ona enikwe­
nzayo esi6ukweni sami. Nxashana niganga nge­
mithi engininike yona 6ophela u6unyanga kini.'' 
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Wabekisa kuJeqe wathi, "Intombi yakho iku­
h la lele. Ungayithumbi u6aleke nayo. Hamba 
~dun?1:16ale o:5onjeni kumaSwazi, ufike welaphe, 
1yoth1 1phela myanga u6e uzitholile izinkomo ezi­
n hlanu, ngo6a ngi6ona umkhuhlane wesih udo 
uvimbezele ehlanzeni elisentshonalanga kwo­
.Bombo eSwazini. Wolala kanye kwaNdlovu uthu­
mele umfana ayotshela intombi yakho Japha nohla­
ngana k h ona udlule. Iyokuphelekezela i6uye 
iyola la ekhaya ku6o." 

_.Basishiya isiqhingi oJeqe nemigodla ya6o yemi­
th1. .Bath e uku6a 6awelele ezweni 6ehlukana 
lo om unye oliT honga wabeka enyakatho ngalaph; 
avela ngakhona, uJ eqe waya kwaNdlovu. £ ama­
ngala a6akwaNdlovu, 6athi, "Sasithi ufile, 6a6uya 
lapha a6a6ehambe noMntwana 6athi 6aku6ulele, 
kepha uMntwana sewazama wazama ethi uzoth ola 
~Zakhi, p hinde avume." Wayese6alandisa yonke 
mda6a yokutholwa kwakhe iNkosazana yasesi­
qhingini nokufunda kwakhe ukwelapha. 

.Bamangala 6athi, "Uthini Jeqe na? Lokhu si­
hlu~hwa ir:ifene yomthakathi ifika njalo Japha, 
uth~ ungay1xosha na?" Wathi uJ eqe, "Nxa ngi­
zoy16amba ngemithi, ngoyi6ulala ngingakahambi." 
Wahloma izikhonkwane ezimbili kuphela, wa­
thuma umfana uku6a ahambe ayotshela uZakhi 
aze ahlangane naye end leleni. 
. Kuth~ ekuseni intombazane iphuma ya6ona 
unfene 1dondo6ele ngasenqolo6aneni yasuka yame­
!l1eza; nansiya imfene i6aleka. Wathi uJ eqe kwone 
1ntoi:nbazane, ngayingamemezanga; ngayi6ize yena 
Way16amba. Wath i: "Nokho inge6uye ilu6eke 
la~ha ekhaya, isingaze ilwe nomnikaziyo nxa 
eyinyaze le la uku6a ize Japh a." 

Aka6ange esahla la uJeqe lapho kwaNdlovu. Wa­
khuma k h o~a ek~seni, wahlangana noZakhi nga­
h u6o. Futh1 ukuJa~ula kukaZakhi ~wakuthi aka­
I ambe p h ezu kwezmdwane zotsham, e6ona isoka 
tkhe emva kwesikhathi eside kangaka 6ehlukana. 

okhu nesimo sakhe sesi esinye se6aphela u6u-
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ngane useliqhikiza elivuthiweyo, nenkathazo yo­
kuhlaia kwakhe ekhaya a6azali 6engasamthaka­
zele ngo6a ala ukugana umntanenkosi, ~6e~z~le 
isikhundla esi6anzi e6ukhosini, sekwenza mhhz1yo 
yakhe idiki6ale. Sonke lesikhathi u6ehlezi ngo­
thando lukaJ eqe, umthombo wokuthoko~a kwa~he. 
Yikho nje ngalelolanga kwakungath1 udak1w~, 
naye uqo6o engazi noma uyaphupha, noma uph1-
lile yini e6ona isithandwa sakhe. 

Wa6uza kuJeqe wathi : "Ufika udlula ngi1;1ga.s~: 
ku6onanga noku6ona kahle nje kwenzenJam? 
Wathi uJ eqe: "Qha, mntakwethu, ngiphanga u.ku­
dundu6alela eSwazini lapho ngizwa kuth1wa 
a6antu 6ayaphela umkhuhlane wesihudo, ku6o 
6onke u6unyanga engi6ufunde esiqhingini a6ukho 
o6ungango6a ngikwazi ukunqanda lo~~mkhull:13:­
ne. Ngiya6ona ukuthi ngizosheshe ng1z1th0Ie 1z1-
nkomo zokukulo6ola. Angifuni lonyaka uphele 
ngingakakuthathi kuyihlo, noNdlovu ngim~helile 
ngathi ngonele ngithole inkomo yo.kuqala ng16e s~­
ngithuma umuntu kuye aye kuy1hlo, aye kong1-
celela ngaleyo nkomo. Uya6ona ilan~a selikhwe: 
lile, kuhle u6uyele emva, ufike lmgakashom 
ekhaya, izwe ligcwele izilwane ezimbi." 

Aza6alaze uZakhi athi akasafuni uku6uyela 
ekhaya, usefuna ukuhamba naye njalo uJeqe, izi­
nkomo se6ozilanda khona eSwazini a6aku6o. 

Athi uJeqe: "Mntakwethu, ngalaywa kakhul~ 
iNkosazana eyayisifundisa esiqhingini. Yathi ang1-
ngakwe6i ku6azali 6akho. Ngifuna indlela yoku­
ganana kwethu i6emhlophe, ngi6e umkhwenyana 
oncomekayo kini, 6a6one na6o ukuthi, umnta­
nenkosi akangidluli ngalutho. Uzo6ona ngizofikis~ 
izwi khona manje; mhlawumbe nami uzo6ona ng1-
fika ngikuhambele ngo6a umuntu ulala kanye 
endleleni kuse efika Japho ngiya khona. Namhl3: 
ngizolala . pbansi kwenta6a, ngodund u Bala ekusen1 
ngiqhamukele eSwazini. 

Eno6uhlungu o6ukhulu 6enhliziyo, waphenduka 
uZakhi e$eli6angisa ekhaya. Waze wasithela 
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emithini uJeqe, uZakhi ede ephenduka em6uka, 
wafikelwa yisilingozi, wakhala wahlala phansi 
kwomthunzi, wakhala wakhala, wasesuka esula 
izinyembezi wathi: "Akulutho uzo6uya khona 
manje angilande." Wezwa kufika isi6indi sithi, 
gidi; wafikelwa ithemba elisha nothando oluyisi­
mangaliso ngoJeqe. Wakhumbula igama aliqamba 
ogwini 6ecosha amago6olondo, walihla6elela. Wa­
fica izinsizwa zaku6o zivela kokweshela emizini 
engaphansi kwenta6a, wayesehambisana nazo, ese­
zilandisa yonke inda6a kaJ eqe, ayizwe emlonyeni 
wakhe ngokufunda u6unyanga esiqhingini, noku­
phuma khona ese6ethwese. Lathi Jali6antu6ahle 
Bafika ekhaya. 

Uhambe wahamba uJeqe wafica kudliwa emzini 
engaphansi kwaseMphandleni wali6ala umzuzwa­
na ephuza, wadlula waphatha ukhalo olude, olu­
ngenamizi, wathi ethuka wayesethi gaga phezu 
kwamabu6esi ama6ili, elenkunzi nelensikazi edla 
umgankla wenkomazi, unone ungu6a ! Wame­
meza wakhuza, asuka enyo6ozela, kanti asesuthi. 
Wafika wakhipha umlenze ngomkhonto, wawu­
nquma phakathi, wawetshatha, wahamba. Lithe 
lingakashoni lithi nya wangenisa emzini lapho 
sekuxu6ene amaThonga namaSwazi. Pho ephethe 
inyama kwalula ukungenisa kwakhe, a6afana 
Bamphekela inyama yakhe. 

Kwa6a yikhona ezwa kahle ukuthi lapha nga­
Phezu ko.6ombo 6aphelile a6antu esifundeni sika­
M:tsingana, eminye imizi seyavalwa ngamahlahla. 
.6amlandisa ukuhambisa kwesifo, 6athi: "Thina 
asisalu6eki unyawo, nawe uyo6e uyisithutha nxa­
shana ukhuphukela khona. A6akithi a6aya le 
P?ambili se6ehamba 6aye 6ayoguquka eGo6a, ku6e 
Y1khona 6eya entshonalanga." 

Athi uJeqe: "Kanti azikho lapha kini izinyanga 
nx.a nesa6a ukuyosiza a6antu 6egula? Minake 
llg)ya khona, ngingesho ukuthi ngiyinyanga nxa 
ng1nga6uye ngesa6e isifo." 
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Nembala ilanga lathi liphuma wayesesendleleni, 
edonsa inta6akazi enkulu eduze noSuthu ngase­
nyakatho kwalo. Uthe ethi _dundu, nempela wa: 
6ona ukuthi alisahanjwahanJwa, uku6a anga6om 
muntu endleleni engumendo, ephezulu ofionjeni. 
Kwathi umuzi afika kuwo kuqala, wafica usuvalwe 
ngehlahla, izinkomo zikla6ile okhalweni. Wadlula 
waya enxulumeni elikhulu elingasenyakatho kwa­
lowo wokuqala. Uthe esengaphandle wezwa ukuthi 
kuyakhulunywa. Wangena wakhuphula izindlu 
waye wakhuleka enhla nomuzi. fiaphuma endlini, 
6am6ukisisa 6athi: "Lomuntu ohamba lapha ku­
ngaseze kungaphambukela muntu nje yena uphu-
maphi?" . 

Wathi uJeqe: "Ayi akukho lutho. Ng1suka 
lapha ngaphansi kwesikaNdle6ende. Ngingowa­
kwaZulu ngokuzalwa, kepha ngafika ngisemncane 
kulelizwe ngihambe ngifunda imithi. Ngezwa 
kuthiwa isihudo siyaniqeda lapha kwa6e kuyi­
lapha ngisifunde kakhulu, nokwelashwa kwaso." 

"Awu, uthini, nyanga na? Uthi uyakw_azi uku­
selapha, lokhu thina sesahlanyukwa nazmyanga, 
asisakhulumi nga6antu, a6akho a6asadlula ngale­
zindlela ezida6ula esifundeni sakithi. Asazi nawe 
ukuthi isi6indi esingaka usithathephi. Nxa ungena 
kuzo zonke izindlu lezi, 6alele, sekuyanuka a6antu 
6alahlwa malanga onke. Nxa ungelapha ngiku­
khombisa nasiya isithole esimpevu ngaphandle 
kothango, ngithi singulugxa lwakho." 

"Ye6o mnumzane, ngiyasemukela. Ngicela 
umfana ~ngizomthuma." Nempela 6amnika in­
sizwa eqatha; wathi mayifune imbiza okwakuphe­
kelwa kuyo utshwala ayigeze a6ase umlilo, ayi6eke 
emasekweni, ayigcwalise ngamanzi. !the ikwenza 
lokho insizwa yena wayekhumula umgodla wakh_e 
ekhipha ikhu6alo eli6omvu eligaya impuphu ey1-
thela ophondweni lwenkomo olungenalutho phak~­
t hi. Waphumela ngaphandle kwomuzi wemba im1-

phumputho, waxhoza igxolo lomganu. Waligxo6a 
walihlanganisa nalempuphu yekhu6alo. W a'/3 
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nensizwa le esihosheni wa6uya neminye imithi, 
wayithaka embizeni eziko ya6ila. !the nxashana 
isi6ilile isikhathi eside, 6ayephula. Wagxo6a 
amakhambi egcwala enye imbiza wa6aphuzisa 
6onke ekhaya, a6agulayo na6aphilileyo. Kuthe 
lapho usupholile lomuthi o6u6iliswa, wa6aphuzisa 
6onke a6agulayo lokhu 6alishumi nambili. Wath i 
ma6achathwe 6onke. Kwa6onakala ukuthi 6a­
ningi ase6edlekile, nophondo seluyazigijimela nje. 
Wathi: '·'fiaphuziseni la6o, ngo6aphephetha ngo­
mphumputho." Nembala wafuna uhlanga wa6a­
phephetha, wa6aqinisa ngamakhambi ngaphezulu. 

Akalalanga ngalelolanga uJ eqe, kwaze kwasa 
elapha, kakhulu enye intombazane kwakungasa­
lindelwe ukuthi kosa isekhona. Wayiqinisa nge­
miphumputho, izilonda zema ndawonye, wayiphu­
zisa namakhambi. Kuthe ph'akathi kwo6usuku 
yaqala yathi ilambile. Wathi ma6a'gaye iyambazi 
6alicolise, liphindwe kuze ku6e kathathu, 6alenze 
umphunga. Yathatha yathi shashalazi, yazumeka 
yalala. 

Kuthe lakusayo uJ eqe kwa6a ikhathi efikelwa 
u6uthongo elala. Umnumzane wavuka ekuseni, 
wafica intombi yakhe a6ebeke ukuyilahla isikwazi 
nokuhoshoza ikhuluma. 

A6anye la6a a6a6engakadleki kakhulu 6azi6ika 
u6ungcono ngangomuso 6athi a6ahudanga kakhulu 
e6usuku. 

Ngokuvuka kwakhe uJeqe wathi akukhishwe 
umqu6a wezinkomo osugcwele ezindlini ngo6a 
a6antu 6ase 6ephumela kuwo uthelwa njalo seku­
nuka kuthi phu. Wakhishwa wonke, zasindwa izi­
ndlu zonke emva koku6a sezishanelisisiwe. Umqu6a 
walethwa nxa ekhona ophumelayo, a6akwazi uku­
zivukela wathi a6afunelwe izindengezi zokuphu­
:D~la. Kwasindwa wafafaza ngezintelezi, zancipha 
1z1mpukane, lokhu 6ese kubuza nje neziluhlaza. 

Wa6iza insizwa le anikwe yona uku6a ayithume, 
Bahamba nayo 6ehlela ehlanzeni ngendlela aqha­
l'nuka ngayo lapha e6one khona imithi angayitho-
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li)' O phezulu enkangala. .6axe6ula, 6em6a 6a6uya 
nenyanda yemithi. .6agxo6a, 6apheka, 6achathwa 
a6agulayo, 6aphuziswa, kut he kuphela izinsuku 
eziwumkhothi Ba6ephilile aBanye, na6ase6egula 
ka6i seBengcono. Pho, udumo lwanda, kwathi 
engakaziphothuli iziguli zakhe zakulomuzi wa­
kwaDlamini wayese6izwa kweminye, ese6enza 
u6usuku nemini. Waphiwa inhlanhla aBantu aBa­
ningi, 6aphila aBelaphayo, imithonseyana yafa, 
kodwa iningi laphila. KwaDlamini washaya izi­
nkomo eziyisihlanu sekuxuBene nogxa. Kuthe 
emzini kaMBilini wathola za6a zimbili, watht 
eyiqeda inyanga kulesosigodi wayethole amashumi 
ama6ili ezinkomo. Umnumzane ophethe isifunda 
wathuma a6antu 6aya k oBika koMkhulu izimanga­
liso ezenziwe yilenyanga ephuma e6uThonga. 

Wacela izin$iz·wa ezimbili uJeqe zamphelekezela 
wehla nezinkomo eziyisihlanu eqond e kwaNdlovu 
eMphandleni. Uth e efika nje wayesethi: "Hamba 
uyongicelela uZakhi, nazi izinkomo ezine engilo­
Bola ngazo, le yesihlanu yohlatshwa mhla kugca­
gcwa." Wala uNdlovu, wathi: "Ngingeke ngiku­
celele uku6a ugcagcele lapha. Kungasuka esi­
khulu isidumo. Into ofanele ukuyenza uku6a 
unike uyise zonke lezinkomo, uthathe umfazi 
wakho uhambe. Khumbula ukuthi umntanenkosi 
usenenhliziyo eBuhlungu ngalentombi oyiloBolayo." 
WakuBona naye uJeqe okushiwo uNdlovu uku6a 
kusiminya. Wayake uNdlovu wayisa izinkomo, 
kwadlula izinsuku ez intathu wa6opha uZakhi 
izimpahlana zakhe emacansini amane, 6asuka 
Bahamba noJeqe. Uyise kaZakhi wathi : "IloBolo 
kaliphelele koBa kuhle aBuye akhiphe izinkomo 
ezimbili." Wathi uJeqe : "Nxa uthumela aBafana 
Bakho Behamba nathi BangaBuya nazo." Lathi 
ixh egu : "NgoBathumela emva kwezinyanga ezi­
ntathu sengizwe kahle ukuthi isihudo siphele 
nya. 

Uyafika uJeqe nomkakhe lapha kwaDlamini 
sekufike izwi livela koMkhu lu kwaNgwane, lithi 
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iNkosi iyayifuna lenyanga ukuBa ize kuyo. Wahlala 
izinsuku eziyisithupha wadlula eseBange kwa­
Ngwane, eBukhosini, uZakhi wamshiya khona 
lapha kwaDlamini. Lapho usedumile, usethwa­
lel we a6afana a6a6ili. W af ika eNkosini wenza 
imilingo ayifunda esiqhingini, welapha iNkosi na-
6anta6ayo, wa6a esikhulu isilomo. Wacela a6antu 
eNkosini Balanda umkakhe, iNkosi yamakhela 
umuzi, yamnika izinhlanzi ezimbili ezazifike ne­
nkosikazi eyayisanda kugcagca eNkosini. Izinhla­
nzi eSwazini amantombazana aye aphekezele indo­
dakazi yesik~ulu nxa igana, ahlale nayo a6e zigqila 
zayo, umyem wayo aBenze omkakhe, nxa ethanda 
a6aganise athole izinkomo nga6o. 

Wathi ~qalisa nje ukwakha umuzi wakhe waye­
sena6a~az1 a6athathu. Imithi yakhe yachuma, kwa­
nguye myanga enkulu yeNkosi. Udumo lwakhe 
lwaye l.wafika k~aZulu eNk osini uDingane. Lapho 
a.kasaz1w~ _ukuth1 uJ eqe, nokuthi u.6uthelezi. Use­
f1ke. waz161za ngelir~y~ igama wathi unguMshayi­
kaz1 waseMachunwm1. Edume n<Yoku6izwa ku­
thiwe "Mchunu." Usemlayile noz°akhi angalingi 
athi ".6uthelezi." 

ISAHLUKO IX. 

UJeqe uyalwa ngokwesi6ili 
nge1nithetho yesiGodlo 

."~ya6ona iNkosi iku6onile ukuthi ufundile nge­
m1th1 kepha kuhle wazi amasiko alapha eNdlu­
fkulu . yaseSw~zini ukuthi njengo6a uzokwelapha 
Nkos1 nomuz1 wayo kuhle wazi amasiko ama­

Swazi. · 

1 
'.'Ui:igalokothi lapha .eSwa~ini welaphe a6antu

0

• 

m1th1 owelapha ngayo 1Nkos1 ungalokothi welaphe 
ngayo a6anye a6antu ." \ ... 
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" K ukhona izindlu okungangeni kuzo a6antu, 
uyinyanga nje ungalokoth~ ung_ene kuzo, nga­
phandle koku6a ulaywe y1Nkos1 uku6a ungene 
ngo6unyanga 6akho. . 

" Esi6ayeni, ehlambelweni leNk os i kakungem 
muntu a6afana 6enNkosi 6odwa, umuntu o6onwa 
engen; khona uya6ulawa. Ihla~b.elo yisi6a~·ana 
esincane enhla nesi6aya. INkos1 1gezela khona, 
nxa isilungela iNcwala. lqala kuseze iNcwala 
encane eyandulela enkulu . In~ene nenyan~a yayo 
e6usuku, yelashwe kungasa60111 muntu. _Izmya~ga 
ezaziwayo ezisuka ngasolwandle. Ezmye z1ye: 
laph a uku6a i6e nolaka ezoluthela ema~uthw~~t 
akhaliphe, nxa ehlangana nezitha .. Ezmye 1z~­
nyanga eza6alozi ezindiza phezulu es1ba~abaken1. 
Zonke lezizinyanga ngeziqondene nokum1swa klve­
Nkosi uku6a i6e yisi6onda somhla6a. 

"Kukhona inyanga enkulu epheh la u6ulawu 6~­
zulu. Lapha kwaNgwane izulu liniswa yiNkos1; 
zonke izizwe uma lomisile izulu zilicela lapha 
eNkosini. l gama lalo6o 6u lawu "Zihlathi.'.' 
Akekho omunye umuntu ophath a lowo muth1, 
uphathwa a6athile okuthi nxa iNkosi isinisa izulu 
6awulande endle lowo muthi, uphehlwe, igwe6u 
lawo liqonge okhambeni liye phezulu, iNkosi ikhu­
lume namadlozi aku6o ithi ifuna imvula. 

"Njengo6a lapha kithi eSwazini ku~usa am~­
khosi ama6ili owesil isa nowesifazane, 1zulu 6ah­
nisa 6o6a6i!i'. Izulu eliza ngokuduma liniswa 
yiNkosi yesilisa, elingumvimbi nemvula ethuleyo 
liniswa yiNkosi yesifazane." 

"Unin a weNkosi kufanele azale umfana a6~­
munye a6e esehlala njalo anga6uyi amazi owes~­
lisa. Lomfana uyo6a yiNkosi nonina a6e yiNkos1, 
e6izwa ngokuthi yiNdlovukazi, kodwa inga6izw'.'1-
ngokuthiwa yiNgonyama nokuth i "£ayede" kut_h1-
we kuyo "Nkosi." Nxa kufa indoda~a yayo pr0 

ephath a izwe isekelwe zinduna, nez1khulu, 1wa~ 
phethe amandla okunisa izulu." 
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"Zonke lezizindlela zinezinyanga zazo. Wena­
ke u6izelwe ukwelapha izifo phakathi komuzi 
weNkosi, nokuyimisa ingangenwa ukufa oku leth wa 
a6athakath i, ngakhoke kufanele wazi onke amasu 
okuhamba kwesizwe sakithi kanye nokuhamba 
phakathi kwoMndlunkulu. 

"Isizwe samaSwazi s1m1swe ngenhlangano 
enkulu, lenhlangano inguMkhosi omk hulu o6opha 
ndawonye amaSwazi o6izwa ngokuthiwa iNcwala. 
Uhlangana ekwethwaseni kwehlo6o ukudla seku-
vuthwa kwa6endulelisayo. · 

" Kuqala encane okuthiwa 'iNkosi iyakhafula'. 
Kufika izinyanga ziyelaph e eziqondene nokukh a­
fula. Zona zihlanganisa imithi tNkosi ezokhafula 
ngayo. Ivuke ekuseni ikhafule ilanga lapho liph u­
mayo, nantambama lapho lishonayo. Ama6utho 
esefikile a6e egida esi6ayeni. 

"Lifike-ke ilanga elikhulu seku6uthene onke 
ama6utho, iNkosi isidla uselwa olungamili yonk e 
indawo, olumila phansi ko£ombo. Loluselwa ka­
luvuthwa inxa luphekwa nga6antu nje, luvuthwa 
inxa luphekwa iNkosi yona eludla yodwa se lwe­
lashwe zinyanga. Ama6utho ayagida njalo. Ema­
d langaleni awo kunuka ulwasi lwenyama, iNkosi 
iwahla6ela izinkomo, a6afazi namantombazanc 
6a lethele a6aku6o ukudla. 

"Phakathi nayo iNcwala, ngo6a kuphela izi­
nsuku eziyisikhombisa idlalwa, kukhethwa ilanga 
lenkunzi emnyama ezo6ulawa ngezandla ngama-
6utho, ayi6ambe ayidu6uze ize ife, i6e seyosiwa 
khona esi6ayeni kuthi amathambo a ,·o aqoqelwe 
ndawonye linga6ikho n elilodwa e liphumela nga­
phandle. Ku6aswe umlilo phakathi kwesi6aya 
ashiswe, kuthi lapho is isi sawo siqongile kwenanele 
~vonke umkhandlu u6ongela iNkosi nesizwe, ufise la 
tNkosi impilo enhle." 

Lapho uJcqe uthule ulalele ude c6uzisisa anga­
kwaz iyo, amchazele. 

4 
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"Izimbongi zehla zenyuka nomkhandlu ziBonga 
iNkosi zithi: 

USongcongcofJezela ungumanzi okuhlalela, 
Mpukumpuku kawusenansifJa zokuphapha, 
Ucela kwezimaphiko made, 
USobuza kwezinde ngumasifJekela, 
Sinyakuza lapha imizi yamadoda yingafJola. 
USomhlola ngokuhlola izindafJa, 
UfJambelele phansi uSobuza 
Kwavela ingazi ezandleni. 

"Nxa se6enza uyoBona nawe ukuthi sekusiphu­
zela unwele kumaSwazi, izilomo namaqhawe 
eNkosi ese6ongwa. 

"Kukhona omunye umkhosi o6izwa ngokuthi 
uMcwasho. Kumenywa izintombi zesizwe zizo­
kukha umhlanga wokwenza izihonqa emzini 
weNkosi, zihlakule amasimu eNkosi, zigide zivu­
nule ngemvunulo yazo enhle. 

"Umuntu kangeni nje azikhulekele eNkosini. 
Uqale a6ikwe enduneni enkulu, yona im6ize 
alande uda6a eze ngalo . Nxa luphathelela 
eNkosini uzo6izwa khona yizinduna eneke uda6a 
eze ngalo. 

"EsiGodlweni samakhosikazi kavunyelwe umu­
ntu wesilisa osekhulile ngaphandle kwa6afana a6a­
se6ancane. Kuye kufunwe amantombazane 
angamajongosi a6athi Bona zidandana, akhelele 
amakhosikazi amanzi, awaphekele. 

"INkosi iphekelwa umuntu a6e munye. Aku­
vunywa uku6a iphekelwe ngamakhosikazi. 

"INkosi kayiwaphuzi amanzi a6andayo, noma 
y omile amanzi ezowaphuza aqala ngoku6iliswa 
ku6e ikhathi iwaphuzayo esafudumele." 

Wakhomba lo olandisa uJ eqe lezizinto wathi: 
"UyayiBona leyanta6a, uMdimba. Inezinqa6a 
ezinkulu, asikho isizwe esingawakhipha khona 
amaSwazi. Nxa izwe lihlaselwe, kuthuthelwa 
khona ukudla. Eminye imithi yamakhosi anga­
phambi kukaSobuza ihlala khona." 
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Umlandisi kaJeqe wakhomba enye inta6a wathi: 
"Laphaya kukhona izithando zensimbi eye1:z~ 
amakhu6a okulima, enzansi kwayo kukhona 1s1-
thando sethusi eliyimvunulo enkulu. Kl:lkhon~ 
izinyanga ezenza amakh_u6a. 1:ezin~ondo zeth.us~. 
Lamatshe awasileli ekum1sem 1Nkos1 ngo6a ay1m1-
khando yokukhanda izizwe. ~~we wo6e .aw~­
laphi ngokubekwe ngamaSwaz1. n~xa ung~r1 ez1-
nyangeni zensimbi ufune kuzo 1m1khan~o. 

UJeqe wathi: "Nami ngifike nokwam1 u.k~hl~~ 
kanipha, ningengisindezele kokut?and"v8: ymma. 

"Umuntu wesifazane kawadh amas1 alapho 
egane khona, uze aphakelwe kuqala. Indod~ 
yakhe ishaya inkomo, im6~z_e. i~p?akele am~s1, 
akhangeze ngezandla zomb1h 1th1: Namhla y1dla 
amasi alapha ekhaya, nansi inkomo engikuphakela 
ngayo. Lenkomo eyakwakho, noma kuganwa 
umntanakho uvolotsholelwa ngayo.' " 

Athi uJ eqe; "Pho nxa kufe iNkosi kwenziwa 
njani? Ngiyeke ngezokudla amasi, nakithi kufana 
nalokhu ongitshela kona." . . . 

"Ha, u6uza inda6a enkulu nJalo, eng1fanele ng1-
kulandise ngayo. 

"Nxa kufe iNkosi enkulu yesilisa kuye kuh~­
ngiswe kahle isidumbu sayo nga6~n~mzane nez1-
nduna. Kwakhiwe uhlaka lwezmb nomhlanga 
lapho isidumbu sizo6ekwa khona. Si_6~ sesi~isw~ 
endlini yayo enkulu. Sekuzofunwa 1zmka61 ez1-
mnyama ezikhulwini, zi6e lishumi. Kufunwe 
imbuzi emnyama. Kuthi phakathi ko6usuku 
o6ukhulu lapho kukhala izinkuku zo~uqala 
liphume naso isidumbu i6andla nomphakath1. . 

"EsiGodlweni laphaya sekukhethwe a6afaz1 
6ayo a6athile noma 6anga6a yishu~i; kuthathwe 
a6emunye wesilisa o6evama ukuy1phekela, ku­
thathwe amakhanzi, nezitsha, nempahla e6ivunul~ 
ngayo, 6onke la6a baphelekezele isidumbu es1-
thwelwe a6ayi6utho layo 6ehamba 6ephumuzana 
6ekhwela inta6a 6eya emgedeni oyindlu yemvelo. 
Na6anye 6agqu6a izinkomo nembuzi eyodwa. 
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.6athi ukufika emgedeni lapho kulahlwa khona 
onke amakhosi akwaNgwane kungene a6athwele 
isidumbu 6ekhanyiselwe ngezihlonti zobaqa. Ku­
ngeniswe izinkomo, enye ihlatshwe na6afazi 6ayo 
6a6ulawe kanye nalo oyedwa wesilisa a6ulawe 
kuthiwa 6azoli6azisa iNkosi. Ku6e sekuvela 
imbongi i6onge onke amakhosi asafa ithi: 'Nango 
uS06ani6ani othize, wathi, wathi. Simlethe kini, 
nazi nezinkomo esizethula kini nina madlozi ama­
khulu esizwe sakithi.' Ku6uywe khona phakathi 
ko6usuku, kuyasa se6egezile emfuleni 6aya ema­
khaya. Sekuzokhalwa njalo ekuseni ngezinkuku 
zokugcina kukhalelwa iNkosi." 

A6uze uJ eqe athi: "UMdlunkulu uzila kanjani?" 
Umlandisi aphendule athi: "Kuzilwa kuze ku­

phele iminyaka emithathu. Amakhosikazi eluka 
utshani a6uqhele emakhanda, eluke o6unye a6u­
bince 6uvundle ezidunjini kanye nasokhalweni. 
.6a6emhlophe yi6o, umuntu anga6afuni a6afelwe­
yo. Kuthi nxa sekwedlule iminyaka emi6ili, ngo­
wesithathu kuqoqwe Jonke uzalo. Ku6e umkhosi 
omkhulu, kuhlatshwe izinkomo, kugaywe 
utshwala, ku6e sekuthiwa siphelile isililo. Ama­
khosikazi asengangenwa a6anawe 6eNkosi. Futhi 
asengaziqomela a6athandayo, kodwa 6onke a6a­
ntwana a6azalwa ngokungenwa, a6eNkosi-6ayifa 
leNkosi." 

ISAHLUKO X. 

UJeqe e iGodlweni ak,vaZulu futhi 

INkosi yakwaZulu uDingane yezwa ngodumo 
lukaMchunu inyanga yaseSwazini. Wathuma 
a6antu eNkosini yamaSwazi ecela uku6a ithumele 
uMchunu aze kokwelapha a6antwana 6ayo a6a­
gulayo. Kwakugula intandokazi yayo enguMdlu­
nkulu. Yavuma iNkosi yamaSwazi. UMchunu 
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wahamba ephekezelwa aBafana Bakhe a6a6ili, 
nendoda ephuma eNkosini yamaSwazi. 

Ufika ezweni lakuBo uJeqe esenesilevu, e6unzini 
lapha uqhela ngesiphandla ukuze a6a6emazi 
lapha eseyinsizwa kuTshaka BangamBoni. Wafika 
qede wahlala endlini anikwa yona, wangathanda 
ukuya eBandla esaBa ukuthi uzodaluleka. Wafika 
into yokuqala welapha iNkosi, wathi ngemilingo 
ayenzayo wesaBeka Bathi aBazange 6ayi6one 
inyanga enje kwaZulu. Wanikwa ukuBa angene 
esiGodlweni elaphe aBantwana namantombazana 
eNkosi. Washayelwa amashumi amathathu ezi­
nkomo. 

Wacela ngelinye ilanga wathi ufisa ukuyo6amba 
izinyamazane zasolwandle, washiya ikhehla no­
munye umfana, wahamba naye wamunye, kanti 
uqonde ukuyo Bona aBazali Bakhe. Uthe efika 
ekhaya kuBo wayezenza umuntu wezizwe nje 
e6uza indaBa, ngangomuso waya ekhehleni eli­
nguyise waziveza kulo kuqala, wathi malitshele 
unina, kepha anga6ikho omunye owazi lendaBa. 
Waja6ula unina wakhala wathi, "Ngase ngidelile 
mntanami, ngangingasethembi ukuBa ngiyo6uye 
ngikuBone." 

Lokhu Basenhla komuzi 6o6athathu uJeqe wa­
suka phansi esikhathini sakhe eBaleka kufe 
uTshaka, waBalandisa inda6a yonke. Lokhu 
usesisusile isiphandla eBunzini, se6em6ona nje­
ngo6a enjalo, aBamfuni nokumfuna ngo6a ufana 
na6anewa6o. .6athi : "Ungahlali isikhathi eside 
lapha kwaZulu, uzodaluleka, uDingane akuBu­
lale." Wathi uJeqe: "Qha, nami ngilapha nje 
ngo6a ngathanda ukuzoBona nina, umseBenzi wami 
uphelile kuDingane, inhliziyo yami ayithokozi nge­
mikhuBa yalapha kwaZulu ngoku6ulawa kwa­
Bantu. Ngicela nje BaBa ukuBa uhlenge isalukazi 
Jesi usiyise emzini wami eSwazini ngiye kosiBusisa 
noma kungaphela inyanga nihambe nilala eduze, 
akucala. Kepha kuhle nifune isu lokuthi nibamba 
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niBadala nje niyaphi. Mina ngi6uyele kuDingane 
ngohlala izinsuku noma zinga6a amashumi ama­
Bili, ngithathe izinkomo zami zokwelapha ngiBu­
yele eSwazini." 

.6ahlala noyise wamzekela izinda6a ezasale 
zenzeka. Wathi : "Asihlezi kahle lap ha kwela­
kwaZulu, Jeqe. Sikhumbula uTshaka noma wa­
yesikhat~aza ngokuhlasela ezizweni, uDingane 
useBaqedile aBantu ngoku6a6ulala. Sewa6ulala 
Bonke a6akayise uSenzangakhona. Sewa6ulala 
a6afowa6o oGubuzela, oMhlangano, oMathambo 
oMachaphashiye, oMphansi, oNsikalende noMBu~ 
~a.Ii. UMpande wasinda naye ngo6a wa;ezishaya 
1s1thutha ebuquzeka emlotheni, athi nxa e6ona 
uDingane athathe namathambo ezinkomo esezafa 
ede ewanuka a6uye awalahle; 6athi akasiyeke 
angasiBulali isithutha lesi, nembala wamyeka. 

"Kanti uMpande uhlakaniphile uyazenzisa. 
Kwathi ngelinye ilanga kuxoxwa impi neNkosi, 
eMgungundlovu esi6ayeni, uDingane wadinwa 
uku6a i6utho eliyintanga yakhe lehlulwe A wu 
A wu, Awu, Isibejane, A wu, Awu, Awu ! ' ' 

".6asuka lapho 6aya kuMpande kwaqoqana 
iz~e elikhulu kuMpande, a6antu' se6enengwa 
uDmgane. Wayeseth1 uDingane kuNdlela induna 
yakhe ~nkulu, 'Nathi uMpande s ithutha, anginga­
m6ulah, nakhu a6antu ese6athumbile. Futhi use­
zele, uzele uCetshwayo, uzele uHamu uzele 
uZiwedu'. ' 

"Manje. uDingane ufuna isu loku6ulala uMpa­
nde, ~vakh1pha umqeku wezithole ezim6ala munye 
eset.h1. akuhambe uNgcangwana noMathunjana 
6az1y.1se kuMpande, ikhona eyokuza kozi6onga, 
afike am6ulale, kulandwe na6anta6akhe 6afike 
6a6ulawe. .6afika nazo emzini kaMpande 6athi : 
'Uthi okayihlo, Bamba'. Lapho kwaphuma isifa­
zane sik'ik'izela sahalalisa ukufika kwezinkomo. 
UMpande ese6a6izela endlini la6a a6afika nazo 
ese6ahla6isa incokazana kwezaseM6ele6elen/ 
kanti yizona uDingane ayezidinwa kakhul~ 
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lezonkomo ngo6a izona uMpande aziphiwa 
unina. 

"Mhla 6esuka ekhaya uNdlela, uNdunankulu 
kaDingane weyelaye uNgcangwana wathi, 'Anothi 
nxa senivalelisa ukhiphe isigqo6ela endle6eni 
sengathi uyabema, usi6eke phansi ngama6omu, 
sengathi sikukhohlile, kanti uzo6uyela uthi ukho­
hl we yiso, u6e usumnyenyezela uMpande uthi 
akasuke awele uThukela, uDingane uhlose uku­
m6ulala'. 

"Wayethe uDingane akuze kutshelwe uMpande 
amazise nxa esemhambela ezo6onga izinkomo 
ikhona eyotshela a6antu 6amhlinzeke ngotshwala 
nangezinkomo endleleni. 

"Lezwa qede iqili elinguMpande lawela uThu-
kela, lawela eDlokweni. 

Igenge elidlule umuthi lawuyeka, 
Isiyengane sikaNda6a, 
Siyengwe uNgcangwana, 
NoMathunjana, 
.6esiyenga ngomqeku wezithole. 
UMpande ke lowo ! 
UMjokwane kaNda6a. 

"Emva le kuDingane kuxoxwa impi, ixoxwa 
njalo izinduna kazisezwani. UNdlela, uNduna­
nkulu kezwani noNzo6o owayemlandela e6udu­
neni; uNzo6o uthanda kakhulu uku6ulala a6antu, 
kanti uNdlela akumthokozisi lokho. UMpande 
usehlangana namaBunu uku6a amchithise uDi­
ngane, amaBunu ase6uza indlalifa yakhe. Use­
wakhombisa uCetshwayo, uCetshwayo amaBunu 
asethatha isikeyi ejokweni, esecindezela kuso 
indle6e kaCetshwayo emenza uphawu ngommese. 
Zinjaloke ezalapha kithi, mntanami." 

Uthi lapho eyixoxa eyokuhambela ekhaya emva 
kokunyamalala iminyaka ethile kwakumnandi 
sengathi ange6e esahamba. Wathi lapho ese­
dundu6ele egqumeni elingaphesheya komfula 
okukhiwa kuwo amanzi emzini waku6o, wahlala 
phansi, wa6uka izihlahla nezinkalo lapha ayelusela 
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khona. Wakhumbula a6afana ayeqhathwa na6o, 
6ephundlana ngezinduku, akhumbule nalapho 
6ehla6a insema eqeleni lalona lololukhalo; 
umqondo wakhe wa6uyela ezinsukwini zo6ufana 
6egi6ela izigude, 6ecupha izinyoni ngezife nange­
nhlali; 6ambe amagonsi 6elambile 6adle ezinko­
meni. Amehlo waweqisa kulololukhalo wa6uka 
isinindolo sehlathi elingale komuzi waku6o lapho 
6a6ezingela khona 6eyinqina; wakhumbula ama­
gama a6a6eguba ngawo enqineni 6ethi: 

"Wayishayinyamazane, 
Yetshe ! 

Wayishayinyamazane, 
Yetshe !" 

"Izonzo layo Mthonga, nazi izikhali zethu, 
zimhlophe, yilokhu sizilole emakhaya, asizi6oni 
izinyamazane, uzisonge kanjani, ulale kanjani 
Mthonga na?" 

Wakhumbula nalapho uMthonga eseyithetha 
inqina ethi, "Eve 6uzimba, 
Inqina ithi, "Zi6anjwe ji !" 
Umthonga ethi, "Umkhonto enyameni", 
Inqina ithi, "Zi6anjwe ji !" 
Umthonga ethi, "Eve 6uzimba" 
Inqina ithi, "Zi6anjwe ji !" 
Umthonga ethi, "Niqina kweyenkomo." 
Inqina ithi, "Zi6anjwe ji !" 
Umthonga ethi, "Nazo izinyamazane." 
lnqina ithi, "Zi6anjwe ji !" 
Umthonga ethi, "Umkhonto enyameni 
Inqina ithi, "Zi6anjwe ji !" 

Wathi uJeqe: "Wo, he! Izinsuku azi6uyiselwa 
emuva. Ngiyakhumbula ngihaduliswa uSofoca 
kuloluyakhalo engishaya, izinkomo zakithi zidle 
insimu yakhe." Wathi, "Suka mfana, sihambe." 

Uthe efika uJ eqe emzini weNkosi kwase ku­
gcwele 1zmyanga nezangoma zi6izwe uye 
uDingane, ezohlola uJeqe ukuthi angabulelana nje 
nezanusi zakwaZulu, nokuthi angayenza nje 1m1-
lingo eyenziwa izingedla zakwaZulu. Uthi esa-
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ngena elawini lakhe, ngenhla lapha uzwa izangoma 
zithimula, zizamula, zibodla; wakhohlwa nje uku­
thi kwenzenjani. Kwase kufika izwi liphuma ku­
Dingane ngesithunywa kuye lithi: "INkosi ithi 
wenze kahle ufike, ithande uku6a ikuqhathe ne­
zinyanga nezangoma zakwaZulu ngomuso." 

Kuthe ekuseni kungakasi kahle, wezwa umuntu 
ukuthi ikhulile inda6a ezanusini. Seziyaphalaza 
ngo6ulawu 6azo, ziyabodla, ziya6u6ula, kuthule 
kuthe khwishi. 

Wathatha isikhwama sakhe samathambo oku­
bula uJeqe. Wawathela phansi amathambo wa­
wa6uka, wayesethula isikhwama semithi esewa­
khwifa, esewa6iza ngamagama awo, ewaphonsa 
phansi. Wahleka yedwa wathi: "Nxa nginga6e­
hlulanga ko6e uSithela kangifundisanga lutho." 
Wasi6opha isikhwama sakhe, namathambo wawa-
6uyisela emgodleni. 

Kanti phakathi ko6usuku uDingane uthume 
inceku wathi ayitha6athe umnyakanya wakhe 
wesaka6uli iwufihle esi6ayeni, iwumboze ngo­
mqu6a ngasentu6eni engenhla. 

Kuthe lapha kufudumala ilanga iNkosi yangena 
esi6ayeni, ne6andla la6uthana. Wathi uDingane 
kuNdunankulu: ".6iza izangoma nezinyanga zize 
lapha." Zangena esi6ayeni. INkosi yakhipha 
ingcazi yotshwala zaphuza, kuyileyonyanga nale­
sosangoma siphuza kolwaso ukhamba. UJeqe 
ephethe umgodlana wakhe wamathambo kuphela. 

Wasukuma uDingane wathi: "Ngini6ize zinya­
nga nani zanusi ngo6a kufike lapha inyanga ebu­
layo neyelaphayo yaseSwazini. Ngayizwa ngo­
dumo ngathumela eNkosini yakhona uku6a ike ize 
lapha izongelaphela a6anta6ami. Ngifuna uku6a 
ngiyiqhathe nezangoma kuqala zokubula, ngi6uye 
ngiyiqhathe nezinyanga zokwelapha. Ngifihle 
into lapha phakathi komuzi. Isangoma esiyoyi­
thatha siyilethe lapha kimi ngosinika izinkomo 
eziyisihlanu." 
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Zasuka lapho izangoma zabodla, za6u6ula, zasi­
na. Wayehlezi nje ethule uJeqe. Zangena ngapha­
kathi kwomuzi zafuna, phinde zithole mpahla. 
Waphenya umqu6a eduze nalapho ehlezi khona 
uJeqe, wawachitha amathambo akhe. Wawa6uka, 
wawa6uka, wahleka, wawaqoqa, wakhuluma 
nawo, waphinda wawachitha. Wathi: "Sengiyi­
tholile into ethukuswe iNkosi. .6iza zonke izangoma 
ngizikhombise ukuthi zinga6afana kimi." Yazi­
Biza iNkosi, zahlala phansi, wasukuma uJ eqe, 
wa6iza umfana wakhe, wathi: "Hamba uphenye 
emqu6eni laphaya uzofunyanisa umnyakanya 
wesaka6uli, uwulethe lapha." Nembala umfana 
wawukhipha umnyakanya emqu6eni wawuletha 
kuJ eqe, wawuthatha uJeqe, wawu6eka phambi 
kweNkosi. Yathi iNkosi: "Qha, uzehlulile izi­
nyanga zakithi." Yathi ezanusini: "Bekani ngini­
yeke nga6omu. .6ekuthi angini6ulale nonke, kanti 
nikhohlisa izwe nje anazi lutho? Ham bani nigodu­
ke khona manje !" Zasuka sezinyo6ozela zap hum a 
esi6ayeni, zathatha yonke into yazo zahamba. 

Wayesethi uDingane: "Ngifuna uku6ona 
umlingo kinina zinyanga zemithi." vVaphuma 
uJeqe walanda isikhwama sakhe. Wakhipha 
ikhu6alo lalinye nje, nesikhunjana esincane, wa­
hlala; zayaluza izinyanga zehluleka ukwenza into 
eqamileyo, kwaze kwafika isikhathi sikaJeqe. 
Wathi: "Nkosi ngicela u6isi ngesicathulo." 
Nempela 6aluletha u6isi wathi : "Nina 6akwaZulu, 
niyalu6ona lolu6isi olumhlophe. Ngizophosa udosi 
lu6e lunye lwalesikhumba, luzophenduka lu6e-
6omvu." Kanti lesisikbunjana esesidawana, ne­
mpela wanele waluphonsa nje udosi lwesidawana 
u6isi lwaphenduka igazi. Yamemeza iNkosi yathi: 
"Awu, nanko phela umhlola !" Lwachithwa. 
Wathi uJeqe: "Nazi izinhlanga ezimbili, zizo­
hamba." Wathatha ukhamba olunamanzi, wafutha 
ezinhlangeni, 6azi6ona zigcogcoma phezu kwa­
manzi. 
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Wathi uDingane: "U6ehlulile mfo waseSwazini, 
nazi izinkomo zakho." Wayesethi kuNdunankulu: 
"Hamba uye esiGodlweni, ubeke isigqili esi6uke­
kayo usilethe lapha ngisendisele kulenyanga." 
Lam6ongela uJ eqe i6andla. 

Kuthe ntambama uDingane wa6iza uJ eqe wathi : 
"Ngifuna usuke eSwazini, uze lapha ngizokwenza 
inyanga yami enkulu ngikwakhele umuzi." Wa-
6onga uJeqe, wathi: "Kodwa phela Nkosi ngi­
thanda ukuhamba nezinkomo iNkosi engiholele 
zona, nomfazi lo enginike yena, ikhona na6akithi 
6eyosheshe 6avume uku6a size lapha, 6e6ona 
ukwephana kweNkosi.". Yavuma iNkosi yathi: 
"Hamba ngizokunika a6afana a6a6ili 6akuphele­
kezele." 

Emva laphaya ekhaya ku6o kaJ eqe uyise nonina 
se6ahamba 6ali6angisa eSwazini. Wa6alaya uJeqe 
uku6a 6aze 6azi6ize ngesi6ongo azi6iza ngaso 
eSwazini. Nokho ukuhamba kwesalukazi si6uye 
sivuvuke izinyawo, 6ahlale emzini isikhathi eside 
size si6e ngcono. OJ eqe na6ahamba naye 6afika 
kuqala eSwazini uyise nonina 6engakafiki. Kwe­
jatshulwa ekhaya umnumzane efika nomhlambi 
wezinkomo, omkakhe 6aphuma ezindlini 6angcwe­
nga. Ngalesosikhathi umfana wamazi6ulo owa­
zalwa uZakhi useyelusa. Wazizungeza izinkomo 
ezifika noyise wazi6ukisisa. A6e6ethunywe uDi­
ngane uku6a 6aphekezele uJeqe, 6ahlala izinsuku 
ezimbili 6ephumule, 6aphindela emuva, kwasala 
a6a6ili; 6athi mhla kuzokusa 6ahambe, wa6ahla-
6isa imbuzikazi 6ayidla 6aze 6aphatha nomkhuso 
wayo. A6a6ili a6asalayo 6a6elindele ukuyokho­
nzela uDingane eNkosini yamaSwazi. 

Kwadlula izinsuku ezilishumi nambili 6efikile, 
6afika oyise kaJeqe nonina. .6afika nje usewu6i­
kele umuzi wakhe uJeqe ukuthi oyise nonina 
6ayeza. .6afika imithombo isicwilisiwe, se6ebeke 
uku6a 6afike nje 6uqaliswe utshwala 6edili la6o. 
Mhla 6efikayo 6anikwa intondolo yembuzi, inone 
kuyinhlama . .6amangala nje a6azali 6akhe 6efika 
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esakhe inxuluma lomuzi, 6a6uza ukuthi izinkonio 
zokulo6ola wazithathaphi. Wa6alandisa inda6a 
yokuqeda kwakhe isihudo esasiqeda a6antu, nezi­
nkomo azithola ·1apho naziho la eNkosini yama­
Swazi. A6afazi 6akaJeqe 6ayagqigqizela 6a­
pheka utshwala 6edili, yena ilokbu etho6a isalu­
kazi esingunina, sekuze kwa6ohla ukuvuvuka 
ezithweni nasezingalweni. Wahamba waya eNko­
sini wafike wayilandisa konke ukuhlala kwakhe 
kuDingane, nokuthi waya ku6o wa6iza uyise 
nonina uku6a 6azo6ona umuzi wakhe. Wathi: 
"Ngomhlomunye ngiyo6enzela idili." Wayitshela 
iNkosi wathi uDingane u6efuna ukumhlu6ula 
a6e yinyanga yakhe, wavuma nje, kodwa emkho­
hlisa ukuze asuke kahle kwaZulu. 

Yaja6ula iNkosi ngokuqoma kwakhe uku6a a6e 
inyanga yayo kunoku6a ekaDingane. Yamkho­
mbisa iduna eli6omvu yathi ihla6isa uyise, na6anta-
6enkosi 6ayofika edilini. Waja6ula kakhulu uJeqe 
ezwa lelo, e6onga nenkomo. 

Lwafika usuku lwedili olungaliyo. Lokhu 
utshwala sekuzichi6i emzini kaJ eqe. 

Ekuseni zawa kumfo kaSikhunyana. Wahla6a 
izinka6i ezintathu neduna eliphume eNkosini, 
umkakhe amendiselwe uDingane wamhla6isa isi­
thole esimpevukazi. Kuthe lapho kufudumala 
ilanga 6afika a6anta6enkosi, 6ephekezelwa ihele 
lamajaha. Lokhu phakathi kwomuzi sekunuka 
ulwasi lwenyama, se6eyahaya a6afike ekuseni, 
utshwala a6udingeki. .Bathe uku6a 6afike a6a­
ntwana 6akhonjiswa ilawu la6o 6odwa nezinceku 
za6o. Wa6ahla6isa eya6o 6odwa inkomo umfo 
kaSikhunyana. Kwaphuzwa, kwadliwa inyama, 
6adakwa, a6anye se6ebeda nje. Omunye e6onga 
uJeqe wathi, wasinda ezo6ulawa alahlwe no­
Tshaka, kanti uxoxa nje, kukhona omunye endlini 
wakwaZulu ophekezele uJ eqe nezinkomo azihole 
kuDingane . Wathula lomfo, waqhathanisa ikhehla 
elinguSikhunyana noJeqe. Wa6ona uku6a a6a­
kwaZulu impela la6a6antu, kepha inda6a ikhu-
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lunywa lonke elakwaZulu ukuthi insila kaTshaka 
uJeqe weqa esezoBulawa alahlwe neNkos!. Pho 
aBantu Besuthi utshwala amukho osahlompha no­
kukhuluma noqaphela ingozi yokudaluleka kuka­
Sikhunyana noJ eqe. Agida amaSw~zi, naBa­
ntwana seBeyixuBevange ekuthokozem kwalolo: 
suku. .6aBona nje oSikhunyana nomkakhe ukuth1 
indodana yaBo ingumuntu omkhulu kulelizwe. 
A.6antwana Baze Balala Bavukela kuBo utshwala 
ngangomuso. 

Lithe ukuBa lidlule idili Bavalelisa laBa aBaBe­
phekezele uJ eqe ephuma eBukhosi~i. kwaZulu. 
Lokhu BaseBeyile koMkhulu eSwazm1 Beyokho­
nzela uDingane. .6aBeyiphathele izikhumba ezi­
ntathu zivela kuDingane. Ezimbili kwaku eze­
zingwe, esinye kungesensel~ .. 1:{uthe_ lapho seBe: 
yovalelisa koMkhulu eSwazm1, 1Nkos1 yamaSwaz1 
yaBanika izikhumba ezimbili zengulule kwaBa 
umkhonzo kuDingane. Wafika wajaBula uDingane 
lapho eBona umkhonzo weN~osi yaseSwazin_i. 
Bathe ukuBa Bazeneke phamb1 kwakhe wath1: 
"Ake nixoxe phela ukuthi linjani elakwaNgwane, 
naBonani khona?" .6adumisa idili likaJ eqe alenzela 
aBazali Bakhe aBaphuma khona lapha kwaZulu. 
.6alanda Baze Bafika ezwini aBalizwa likhulunywa 
omunye umuntu ethi inyanga le insila kaTshaka. 
Yethuka iNkosi ukuBa izwe lokhu. 

YaBiza aBantu aBaBili yathi: "Hambani khona 
manje niye koBiza uSikhunyana wakwa.6uthelezi, 
nxashane nifika engekho niBize indodana yakhe 
enkulu." .6ahamba ngokushesha laBoBantu, Baye 
Bafika emzini kaSikhunyana, Bamfica engekho, 
BaBiza indodana yakhe enkulu. YaBiza aBafo­
waBo aBaBili ukuBa Bayiphekezele, yahamba yaye 
yafika kuDingane. WayiBuza uDingane ukuthi 
uyise uphi. Yathi: "OBaBa nomame Bahamba 
Bathi Bahambela kwadadewethu owendela nga­
lapha eMfolozi, enhla nayo." "Landa ukuthi 
Bathi Behamba kwakungazange kufike muntu 
lap ho kini na?" Yathi: " K wafika indoda ithi 
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ingeyangalapha eSwazini kodwa mina angizange 
ngimBone lowo muntu ngamuzwa ngendaBa. Aka­
hlalanga isikhathi eside. Wathi ukuBa ahambe 
uBaBa nomame Bahamba naBo. Ukuphela engi­
kwaziyo, futhi kuze kuBe namhla kaBakaBuyi." 

Yathi iNkosi: "Hamba nalaBaBantu aBaBili niye 
lapho kwadadewenu niBuze ukuthi oSikhunyana 
Benomkakhe Bake Bafika nj e? Nisheshe niBuye 
nizongazisa." 

Kwadlula izinsukwana Behambile BaBuya nezwi 
lokuthi Bafika, Balala amalanga amathathu Ba­
dlula Baya eSwazini. Kwamkhanyela uDingane 
ukuthi uJeqe wazifihla sonke isikhathi elapha 
koMkhulu. Yathi: "Yisho, ayengaze angasisusa 
isiphandla eBunzini ! Impela isithunzi sakhe sasi­
siBi kimi, ngangingajaBuli nxashane ngihlezi naye 
kanti ungeleka ngesithunzi sikaTshaka." 

WaBiza amadoda omkhandlu wawalandisa 
ukuthi inyanga le ekade yelapha aBantaBeNkosi 
uJeqe kaSikhunyana wakwa.6uthe lezi. UBuya 
ekuhambeni okuningi uza lapha emzini weNkosi 
endala, uletha imihlola yodwa, "Angisho nokuthi 
izimpi siyozinqoBa lomhlola ungagezwanga. Ni­
thini madoda ngendaBa enje?" 

Waphendula uNdunankulu wathi: "Kuhle ku­
thunywe amadoda eNkosini yamaSwazi ilethe 
uSikhunyana noJeqe lapha kwaZulu njengoBa 
nempela aBantu Bakho BoBaBili ayinakwala naBo." 
Lakhalipha izwi likaNdunankulu onke amadoda 
alivuma. Kwasuswa amadoda asihlanu athu­
nyelwa eNkosini yamaSwazi ukuBa ithumele 
uSikhunyana nendodana yakhe uJeqe lo oke weza 
kokwelapha eNdlunkulu. Lithe ukuBa lifike 
lelozwi eNkosini yamaSwazi yamBiza uJeqe ya­
mtshela amazwi afike nezikhonzi zakwaZulu. 
Wala uJeqe wathi: "Angiyi kwaZulu. Nawe 
Nkosi nxa ungasangifuni ungangitshela nje ngizi­
dingele; kodwa ukuthi ngingaya kuDingane 
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kunga6a umhlola." '1Pho, oyihlo nonyoko Bazo­
kwenzenjani ?" ku6uza iNkosi. "Se6eyofela laku­
fele khona mina, ngo6a uDingane uyofike a6a6u­
lale athi 6a6engamtsheli ngani mhla ngizidalula 
ku6o na?" Yathi iNkosi : "Linga6e lifile elakwa­
N gwane nxa umuka lapha £uthelezi. Uwena 
osuphethe yonke imithi yo6ukhosi 6akulelizwe, 
noDingane usengakuthola ngoku6a aqale anqo6e 
a maSwazi.'' 

Wagoduka inhliziyo yakhe yenamile uJ eqe emva 
kokuzwa amazwi anjena ephuma emlonyeni 
weNkosi. 

INkosi yawa6iza amanxusa kaDingane yathi 
kuwo, "Amanga, u.6uthelezi ayinakuze imdedele 
iNkosi ngo6a uyinyanga yayo noyise usekhonzile 
lapha eSwazini." Amanxus:;i agoduka nalelozwi 
leNkosi yamaSwazi. Kwaphembeka u6utha o6u­
khulu phakathi kwamaZulu namaSwazi. Izimpi 
ezalandela lesosenzo zaze zaliwa indodana kaJeqe 
enkulu ezalwa uZakhi. Ixhegu, ufiuthelezi nesa­
lukazi sakhe 6afela eSwazini 6alahlwa uJeqe 
na6azukulu 6a6o. 

Umlandu walesisenzo awuzange uphele phakathi 
kwalezizizwe. NoDingane wafa ngomkhonto 
wamaSwazi ngaphambi kwa6aningi a6afa Belwa. 

UJeqe wachuma njalo elapha amakhosi akwa­
Ngwane waze wa6a indoda endala, washiya 
elikhulu ifa lezinkomo nenzalo enkulu. 

Wafika komunye umuzi inkomo izele amawele 
amankonyane, sekuBizwe nesangoma uku6a sizo­
bula lomhlola ovele ekhaya. Se6eca6anga ukuyi­
Bulala kanye namankonyane ayo. Wala uJeqe 
wathi: " Kithi kwaZulu ziyabangqwa. Kuhlatshwa 
imbuzi emnyama, isikhumba sisikwe, si6oshelwe 
ezintanyeni zamankonyane." Nembala kwenziwa 
lokho, amankonyane akhula kahle ephilile. 

Indodana yakhe yafunda u6unyanga, noma inga­
fikanga emandleni kayise okwelapha yayidumile 
ngokwazi imithi. 
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Inzalo yon ke kaJ eqe yayiziqhayisa ngokuthi 
a maZulu anqo6a zonke izizwe kodwa awazange 
a wanqo6e amaSwazi ngo6a wayevimba ngemithi 
yakhe uJ eqe, lokhu impi yayichelwa uye esaphila. 
Kuningi okukhumbuza inda6a kaJ eqe eSwazini 
nanamhlanje. £asekhona a6akwa£uthelezi aBa­
ngamaSwazi khona le. Kwathi ukuBa kudaluleke 
ukut hi uJeqe lo owakwa..6uthelezi, lacima igama 
nesiBongo sokuthi "Mchunu", kwachuma esempela. 

UZakhi wakhula waze waBa isalukazi emva ko­
kuzala izingane ezisithupha. Wayeke akhumbule 
igama aliqamba ogwini lapho edlalisa izingane 
zakhe ephethwe uthando lwendoda yakhe: 

"Ngeke zingikhohle, 
Lezonsuku ezimnandi, J eqe, 
Sicosha amagoBolondo, 
Ogwini loSuthu, 
Jeqe, zazimnandi lezozinsuku, 
Sicosha amagoBolondo, 
Ogwini loSuthu." 
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