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INSILA KA TSHAKA

ISAHLUKO 1.
Umuzi wakwaDukuza

Phakathi koMvoti neNonothi, ngasentshonalanga
uMadunduBe, ngasempumalanga ulwandle, kwa-
kwakhiwe umuzi kaShaka ogama lawo uDukuza.
[lapho lapha uZulu wayehlangana khona phambi
kweNkosi. Umuntu wavezwa esekude nje ukuthi
manje ngisondela koMkhulu. Ebona ukuhamba
kwezinsizwa zakhona endleleni, zihamba sengathi
zilungele ukushaya noma ubani ezihlangana naye.
Umuzi lo, ngoba wawusegqumeni, wawubonakala
umuntu esekude. Uthango luzungeze umuzi yonke
indawo. Kukhona izigaba eziningi umuzi umunye.
Enzansi nawo laphaya kukhona izindlu zezikhulu
nezinduna zeNkosi, zihenqwe ngothango lwazo.
Ngakwesokudla kukhona izindlu zabaphatha
ukudla kweNkosi, enhla kwezabo kukhona isiBaya
samathole amasi awo adliwa iNkosi noMdlunkulu.
[siphondo sawo sibekene nesibava esingaphakathi.
Laphaya enhla nomuzi kuyiSigodlo seNkosi no-
Mdlunkulu lapho kungena izinceku kuphela nazo
zingena ngemisebenzi vaseSigodlweni noma zifi-
ziwe kuphela. Wayengekho nje umuntukazana
owayengangena khona. Ecaleni ukubekana nesi-
baya samathole kwakukhona izindlu zezinyanga
zeNkosi neyesanusi esikhulu seNkosi. Zonke lezi-
zindlu zineziphondo zazo, eziphumela ngaphakathi
kogange lomuzi lugonde enzansi, ezigabeni
zomphakathi. Uthango oluphumela ngaphandle
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lunamasango abiyiwe ahlangana athi ngei, enga-
ngeni esigodlweni seNkosi noMdlunkulu wayo,
kepha ebeke enzansi, kanti lawa esiGodlo ama-
sango abeke ecaleni omabili odwa engahlangani
namanye amasango, ukuphela elaligonde enzansi
ecaleni nomuzi kuyilelo eliphuma ligonde esibayeni
nasesihongeni lapho kugezela iNkosi.

Phakathi laphaya esiGodlweni kukhona izindlu
zoMdlunkulu zik’ak’e indlu yeNkosi. Ecaleni
laphaya kukhona indlu kanina weNkosi nama-
khosikazi kayise weNkosi. Okwakuye kuthi nxa
enye yezintombi zeNkosi esikhulelwe iyve ngakhona
ilondolozwe kahle unina weNkosi. Nxa ibfelethe
intombazane kube kulungile, nxa ifelethe umfana
afihlwe, anyenyiswe ayiswe koninalume iNkosi
ingakamboni ngoba umfana wayesabeka eBukho-
sini sengathi uzothi angakhula abBangise uyise,
uyise engakagugi, izinhliziyo zabantu zinamathele
kuye.

UMdlunkulu wonke wawunezigqili zawo, eziwu-
phekelayo, ziwukhelele amanzi, ziwugeze, ziwe-
ndlalele, empeleni noma yini edingeka ngaphakathi
venziwe yizo izigqili. Ziphehla uvathi lokubasa
umlilo. Izinkuni zisondezwa umphakathi nga-
phandle eduze nesango lesiGodlo owauve uhambe
uvuma amagama obuphakathi fwawo ukuze unga-
phumi uMdlunkulu nxa kusekhona isilisa eduze
nesango lawo. Kuthike izigqili ziphume zitha-
Bathe izinkuni zizoBasa zipheke. INkosi vayinga-
phekelwa sifazane. Yayiphekelwa afBafana ase-
beqinile, ukudla kwayo kuphathwa yisilisa. Nxa
kuhlatshwa izinkomo eveNkosi yayikhethwa
ihlinzwe yilowo oku umseBenzi wakhe, ayibeke
endlini yenyama njengoba noyiphekayo wavaziwa,
ingaphekwa nje yibo Bonke. ABantwana BeNkosi
bejwayele kwanina weNkosi Baze Bafe kuthiwa
abantwana, Bengadli nongazalwa yiNkosi, Badle
Bodwa.

INkosi yayiphuma iye eBandla ixoxe nezinduna
okwakuyizo okuthi noma ifuna ukuhlasela iqale

=]
=
=
|
=
(]
=]
=
-
=
<
2,
=~
=
=
N
=
—




s Wi

ilihlanganise nazo izwi. Nxa zenqaBa yehluleke;
kakhulu nxa kwala . uNdunankulu. Yayingazenzeli
ngokubona kwayo, kakhulu ezindabeni eziphathe-
lela ezizweni ezinye. Yayithi uma ishisekele ifuna
ukweqa izwi lezinduna, kuze kubizwe uzalo ne-
zikhulu eziphethe izwe layo zize kuxoxa lolodaba,
kubonakale isigqi senkulumo lapho sibekise nga-
khona. Uma udaba lunzima kakhulu kuqoqwe
zonke izinsika zezwe layo zizoyiphenyisisa leyo-
ndaba.

Omunye umuntu omkhulu phakathi komuzi we-
Nkosi kwakuyisangoma. Sasibula njalo siBonisa
iNkosi ukuthi izovelelwa yini, noma izohlasela
sibule ukuthi izongofa noma izokwehlulwa, nezi-
gangi phakathi komuzi sizinuke zibulawe. UBu-
khosi kwakube abumi kahle ngaphandle kwesa-
nusi esihlakaniphileyo, esasiyve sithi sivawubona
umhlola okhona nozovela phakathi komuzi
weNkosi. Noma sekubonakala ukuthi kudingeka
ukuba kuhlatshelwe amadlozi kwakusho sona,
sithi: “Abaphansi bathukuthele ngokuthi nokuthi,
kuhle bahlatshelwe ukuze Bangalethi imihlola
emifi.”

Noma kugulwa, kw 'ikllqclll sona sibule ukuthi
lesisifo siBangwa yini emzini weNkosi,

Sekuzovelake omunye umuntu omkhulu eNdlu-
nkulu. Lomuntu inyanga yokwelapha. Yelapha
ngaphakathi esiGodlweni kuphela. Ingaze yehlele
ezinduneni uma kuvume yona iNkosi. Eminye
imithi ezoyifaka kulaba abagulayo BaseNdlunkulu
izoyibulelwa isanusi.

Yayiba umuntu ofunde kakhulu imikhando yoku-
qonela ezinye izizwe, ifunde izintelezi zokushaBa-
lalisa nobuthakathi, ifunde ubulawu Bokwenza
iNkosi ithandeke kuso sonke isizwe sayo, ihloni-
pheke ingabi novalo, ibe nesibindi.

Lenyanga yiyo eyayifunde imithi yokuchela
impi yeNkosi ukuze ingehlulwa izitha; yayihlala
njalo ibeke impilo yeNkosi nendlu yayo. Nxa
iNkosi izohlasela isizwe esesabekayo, invanga
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vayithatha udengezi lokhamba, kubizwe isalukazi
esidala, ithi kuso asichele impi. Sigale ngebutho
elikhulu eliyintanga yeNkosi, sihambe sifafaza
intelezi elungiswe inyanga, size siwaqede onke
amabutho, intelezi side sivikha ezimbizeni ezinkulu
lapho ibikade ithakwa khona inyanga. Kuleyo-
mbiza inhliziyo nesibindi sengwe nebubesi nesi-
bejane nendlovu kwakungasileli. Okwakuma-
ngalisa ukuba inyamazanyana encane Inyengelezi
vayingasileli namafutha ayo

Amakhosi akwaZulu ayeba nabantu aBasondela
kuwo ngaphezu kwezinceku, ngaphezu kwoMdlu-
nkulu—izincelebana zawo. Umuntu onjalo waye-
bizwa ngokuthi insila yeNkosi. Uye owayeyibu-
cunga nxashana igeza, uye owayebeka abafana
namantombazane ayelusa uMdlunkulu noma
ungaphakathi esiGodlweni noma uyogeza. NabBa-
phatha ukudla kweNkosi BaBe Boniswa uve. Utho
olonakele phakathi kwoMdlunkulu uye owayelu-
hlola kuqala, neNkosi icwalwe uye. Umfana
owayecobela igudu leNkosi, abeke ukudla kwayo
wayeboniswa yiyo insila yeNkosi. Ngamazwi
amafuphi insila yeNkosi yayinceku vyezinceku
eNkosini. Yayingabizwa njengabanye aBantu
nxashana ifunwa iNkosi, owayeyimemeza w ayethi,
“Nanguy'uBani Bo!” isabele ngokuthi “Wen’-

omnyama!” njengoba yayazi ukuthi ibizwa kanje
ifunwa iNkosi.

ISAHLUKO I1.

Ukuvela kukaJeqe

Izibongo zikaTshaka ezithi, “Wathi esadl’ezinve
wadla ezinye,” zifanekisa isimo sakhe sokuba
wayengahlali isikhathi eside engahlasele ukuba
anqobe izizwe, adle izinkomo, aphendule labo
abanqobileyo fabe uZulu. Wayelazisa ighawe
alixoshise izinkomo.
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Indaba yethu isuka kokunye ukuhlasela kwakhe
okwaveza ubughawe BukalJeqe:

UJeqe lo kwakuvindodana kaSikhunyana
wakwaButhelezi. Ukuze asondele kangaka ku-
Tshaka, kwaya ngoba wambona ubughawe empini,
lapho eyvibungu eseliginile ethwalele uyise uSikhu-
nvana. Wayethwala ucansi lukayise nesikhwama
sotshwele olugayiweyo. Habekhona abeNkosi
abocansi nesicamelo negudu nesihlangu nemi-
khonto mnesigubu samanzi nesotshwala, netshe
likagwayi nenhlaba. INkosi vayiphatha uboko,
kuthi lapho impi isisondele noma isibonakala
Bugamamana, ibe isibiza induna enkulu ukuba
ihlele amabutho, isizoyviphaka, ithabathe izikhali
zayvo nesihlangu. Lonke udibi lolu olwethwele
impahla yeNkosi lwaluye lukhonjiswe indawo
lapho luzohlala khona. Imvama lwaluhlala

endaweni ephakemeyo, lapho luzobona kahle uku-
fambana kwayo, lubeke nalapho iNkosi ikhona

ukuze lwazi ukuba luyohamba kanjani, lusheshe
lufinyelele kuyo.

Kwamanye amakhosi konke lokhu kwakunga-
dingeki, ngoba ayehlala ekhaya, impi ihambe
nezinduna. Kodwa ekusukeni kwakhe phansi,
ukugala kwakhe ukunqoba izizwe uTshaka wave-
ziphathela mathupha impi yakhe, nezinduna
zakhe zitshelwa uye ukuthi impi izobamba kanjani.

Wavejwayvele uTshaka ukungena esiBayeni k-
sondele kuye izinduna axoxe ezempi nazo. Uthi
lapho exoxa ngelinye ilanga, uthi: “Sizoze
sithambe amadolo, ake sihlasele ngalapha, siye
kodla khona.”

Enye induna ithi:

*Au, Nkonyane veSilo, sisand ukufika nje singa-
kaphumuli!”

Athi uTshaka: “Qha,, siphumule kwanele.”
Nempela zivume ezinye izinduna. Kube sekuthu-
nyelwa njalo ezikhulwini kuthiwa azifike nama-
Butho. Zithi ziphela izinsuku ezisithupha ama-
dlangala abe esegewele amabutho. Sekuzwakala
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ngezaho. Sekunuka ulwasi lwenyama yonke
indawo. Seziwe zaba ucasa izinkomo, kuhlatshelwa
amabutho.

Ngeleshumi ilanga iNkosi yabiza uNdunankulu
vathi mawavive amabutho angene esibayeni
phambi kwakhe. Asho izaga zawo aqogana,
angena aphelela. Adlala kwathunga izintuli,
amaghawe sebewabonga ngokuhlabana kwawo.

Laghamuka “Ilembe elidle amanye” enhla nesi-
Bayva, lighamuka selihlome seliphelele, selifake
namashoba alo.

Zathukuthela zathelwa ngamanzi izinsizwa.
Izinduna zashaya kwaze kwaba buhlungu izingalo.
Kuzona sengathi ngakube sezivanikwa khona
lapho.

Bagala Bavuma amahubo amakhulu empi. Insila
veNkosi isilapha eduze kwayo. Inyvanga isiyithake
vaphelela intelezi yempi. Yachelwa yaze yenela.

Wayikhipha ngamabutho ayo yvaye yalala endle
ngaleyo mini. UdiBi luyvalandela nempahla yama-
Butho. UTshaka uphelekezelwa isigejana sama-
ghawe, eduze kulandela abathwele utshwala 6akhe
nogqoko lwenyama, namacansi nesicamelo, nayo
yvonke into ayidingayvo. Lathi lishona elangomhla
wesithathu Bephume ekhaya, 6abeqhamuka ezweni
lezitha abazihlaseleyo. Yonke imizi yakhona
evencikene noZulu, yathutha konke okwayo, ne-
zinkomo nokudla nabafazi nezingane, isilibangise
koMkhulu wabo.

INkosi yakhona isilivivile lonke elayo izwe nga-
mabutho. Kwathi ekuseni yayvisibekene eduze.
UdiBi selusele emuva, impi isiphethwe uye uTshaka
uqobo. UJeqge ulaphaya phakathi kodibi.

Wath’ ukuba ayiphake okaNdaba ngaleyo mini,
lokhu ihlangabezana ehlanzeni lezinqgawe neminga,
lapho imvula seyavula izindonga eqeleni, yezwa-
kala iMidlenevu ukuthi isiyilumekile eqeleni, izi-
Ndlondlo zathi “Niyadela nina senilapho” lwasha
uthuli, lilodwa nje iqawe elithi:
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Ngadla mina kaSob6ani Bani, othize wathi, wathi,
munye nje othi: “Hloma wethu!”

Lapho sekubengezela inswani phakathi kwezi-
ngawe, munyve nje ogingqgikayo, munye nje abam-
thuthela ngeklwa Bamphonse odongeni. BHayabBu-
kela abafana abaludibi Bebuka Belaphaya. Ilembe
eladla amanye, amashoba alo ehla enyuka phaka-
thi kwempi, lizihlabanela-kukhala inkumba lapho
kuthi thu-thu-thu! Kwabamnyama umuntu wa-
ngaqgonda ukuthi izozala nkomoni. Zaziyisunduza
ngenhla eyako Tshaka, yaqgala ukuhlehla ngoba
isisindo sezitha sasingakuyo.

Uthe ukuba abone uJeae ukuthi ifuna ukuza
navo, wathatha isijuvana sakhe nehawu, wathi:

“Anongibekela umthwalo wami, ngisava
kokulwa.”

Nembala wathi galo vephuka, eqonde khona
enkundleni yvempi. Uthe efika nje esenephika
lokugijima, wafica 6emlahla phansi umfo olighawe
owayelwa eduze neNkosi. AkabBuzanga, wadimde
waziphonsa nje kuleyonsizwa ende. Yathi iya-
thatha wahlanganisa ngehawana lakhe, umkhonto
washishiliza phezu kwalo. Wafola uJeqge wawu-
phisela esiswini waye waphuma emhlane, wayi-
gethula ngesinquthu phansi — wabona izinsizwa
ezimbili sezibange kuye uqobo uTshaka, wazi-
phonsa ngaphambi kwakhe uTshaka, wayigwaza
enhliziyweni engakuve, wayethatha enve uTshaka
ngeklwa lakhe. UJeqe wathatha imikhonto emi-
bili kulo amgwazileyo walwa, lapho uTshaka wa-
memeza, bamuzwa ethi:

“Nobuyelaphi na?”

Lapho uJeqe asalwi usethi mhlola! Khona
phambi kukaTshaka yamphisela ngeklwa uJege
ethangeni insizwa, ithe iwukhipha umkhonto layi-
thatha Ilembe eladla amanye. Waguqa phansi
uJege. Wabe uyathe uyasukuma kwala. Lapho
isivuke ngokunye iMidlenevu izwa izwi likaTshaka
— wayiqunga isibindi, Bayisunduza eyezitha; izi-
Ndlondlo seziyilumekile ngenzansi, abantu sefewe

sefe ucaca, igazi selivagoboza, munye nje osema-
thumbu esenekeke obala. BHayisusa yabaleka eye-
zitha. Lapho uTshaka esekhathele wahlala
phansi kwesinqgawe, wamemeza omunye umfo
wathi:

“Hamba ubeke inxeba lalowo mfana.”

Wathi ukuba afike kuJeqe wabona ukuthi uli-
mele, wambeletha wamsondeza eNkosini. Yathi
iNkosi:

“Ungokabani mfana?”” Wathi:

“Ngingoka Sikhunyana wakwa Buthelezi.”
Yathi iNkosi:

“Qha, ngikubonile mfana! Mthwaleni niyvomge-
za inxeba, nimthele amakhambi.”

Bayixosha baye Bayithela emakhaya, badla izi-
nkomo, abanye Babuya mnezintombi nabafana.
Yakhukhulake impi isibange ekhaya kwaDukuza.
USikhunyana wasala noJeqe emzini wakwaQwabe,
emthoba emelapha. Emva kwamasonto amabili
wagala ukuhamba ngothi, ithe iphela inyanga
wayeqgala ukutotoba, uyise ehamba emhlenga baye
bafika ekhaya. Bayafika ekhaya Bezwa kuthiwa
bekufike isigijimi siphuma eNkosini sizobuza
kuSikhunyana ukuthi umfana unjani. Basitshela
ukuthi sekuyoba ngozimakhaza, kodwa abakafiki
ekhaya.

Kwadlula isonto kwafika esinye isigijimi sesiBiza
uSikhunyana ukuba ave koMkhulu. INkosi yafika
yvathi kuye:

“UbBani ibizo lomfana wakho na?” Waphendula
wathi:

“Ndaba, ibizo lakhe uJeqge.” Yathi iNkosi:

“Naziya izithole ezisihlanu nenkunzi vazo, ngi-
zixoshisa uJeqe.”

BabBonga Bonke ababekhona. Yathi iNkosi:

“Hamba nazo lezinkomo, umfana lowo ngiva-
mfuna ukuba eze lapha kimi.”

Nembala wazithatha izinkomo uSikhunyana,
uthe ukuba afike nazo ekhaya kwaphuma umuzi
wonke, lokhu sezisesibayeni. Sezwakala isifazana
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singewenga sithakazela izinkomo. Wamemeza
ngezwi elikhulu uSikhunyana elandisa umuzi
wakhe ethi:

“Lezinkomo zixoshiswe uJeqe yiNkosi.”

Uthe engakaligwinyi, uJeqe wangena ngentuba,
wadlala BamBonga aBanewabo Bathi:

“Mlamlankunzi-ungaziyeka zibBulalane. Dlala
Jege onjengempisi.”

Hak’'ik'iza onina kwajatshulwa kwaba nje; naba-
newabo ngoba nabo babengamaqghawe bBadlala!

Lwatshakafula ol’'uSikhunyana, lwangqongqotha
umbBumbuluzo walo ngempiselo lwathi:

“Phindela khona Jeqge onjengempisi.”

Waphinda wadlala uJeqe, bak’ik’iza onina.

Kwadlula izinsuku ezisihlanu uSikhunyana
wenza idili, lokhu sekuphekwe utshwala, wahlaba
inkomo yakhe ebomvu eBonga amadlozi awoyise
amsindise empini kanye namadodana akhe onke,
amveza nakoMkhulu ukuBa umfana wakhe avele
eNkosini. Kwabuthana sonke isigodi sakubo Beza
kobusa. = Wabatshela-ke abantu uSikhunyana
ukuthi iNkosi imbizile uJeqe ukuba ayohlala kuyo.
Wayvesethi:

“Mapheyana nabanawe bakho. lungisani izikhali
zenu, ngomhlomunye nophekezela uJeqe nimse
kwaDukuza.”

Loku uMapheyana inkosana kaSikhunyana kanti
usengenwe umona ngodJeqe. Inhlizivo yvakhe isi-
balisa ukuthi yini ukuba athi alwa kangaka
okhalweni lwabantabaka Tayi, angenzelwa udumo
lwenzelwe umfana! Wala, wathi:

“Mina angiyi lapho.”

Kwasuka isidumo phakathi komuzi kaSikhu-
nyana, wehlukana phakathi. Afakwabo ka-
Mapheyana Bamvuna nabakwabo kaJeqe Bamvuna
uJeqge. Yaze yahlomelana izinduku, uButhelezi
wabiza amanye amadoda akhelene nawo azocima
loluthuli. Waphuma owakwabo Mapheyana umuzi,
vaba mibili imizi kaSikhunyana.
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Bamphekezela abafowabBo abathathu uJdeqe.
Hasuka ekhaya Balala eMvoti. Mhla Bezongena
koMkhulu lalise nasebukhweni bBezinja, lishaya
umoyana omnandi wasentwasahlobo. Ayi, muntu
wet.ﬁu, azisavunule lapho izinsizwa zakwa-
Buthelezi sezithe mhlola. Zihlome zithe shi!

Zithe ukuba zingene esibayeni lokhu uTshaka
uhlezi enhla nesibaya, nezinduna, izinceku zipha-
kamise izihlangu phezu kwekhanda lakhe, ulBek‘e
isicathulwana sokhamba lotshwala, uxoxa impi,
wezwakala umfo kaSikhunyana omdala kunabanye
edazuluka ngephimbo, ebonga uTshaka!

ULembe eladla amanye amalembe!
Dlungwane kaNdaba,

Odlunge eManxulument,

Kwaze kwasa amanxulumae ebikelanc,
Tshaka katshayeki,

UNodumehlezi kaMenzi,

UTshaka ngiyesaba ukuthi nguTshaka,
UTshaka kwakuyinkosi yaseMatshobent,
Inkomo ekhal’emthonjent,

lzizwe zonke ziyizwile ikhala,

zwiwe uDunjwa waseLuyengivent,
Yezwiwa uMangeengeza wakwa Khali.
Ut'eku hivabafazi bakwa Mongafi,
bBet'ekula Hehlezi emlovind,

Bethi uTshake kayikubusa koyufa Nkosi,
Kanti yilapho ezakubusa.

Umlilo wothathe kaMjokwane,

Umlilo wothathe ubuhanguhangu,
Otshise izikhova eziseDlebe,

Kwaye washa neziseMafedlana,
Ndaba walkoMkhuli!

“Amanga Ngonyama! Yithi abafana bBaka-
Sikhunyana wakwaButhelezi, sithunywe ngubaba,
uthi asilethe uJeqe, njengoba iNkosi yayilayezile
mhlazana imxoshisa izinkomo. Siyakhuleka thina
zinja zakho, sithi thuthuka Ngonyama ube ngange-
zintaba.”




Wathi uTshaka:

“Uphi uJeqe?”

Wavela uJeqe wathi:

“Ngilapha Ndabezitha.”

Yashoke iNkosi yathi,

“Uye lo? Ngawubona umhlanganiso wakhe eshiya
abanye abafana, impi isisimele kabi wafika wayi-
susa.”” Wathi:

“Sondela lapha mfana.”

UJeqe wakhwica ibeshu lakhe waguga ngama-
dolo wayve wasondela eNkosini. Yamthanda iNkosi,
vambonga yathi:

“Uguga ngedolo okhalweni lwabantwana Baka
Tayi."” Ithe lapho isiphuma ngesibonda esingenhla
vambiza, yamxoshisa isiphuku sokwembatha no-
cansi. Yamkhombisa ilawu azolala kulo eduze
nelawu layo iNkosi esiGodlweni.

INkosi yabiza inceku yathi:

“Hamba ulaye lomfana, umtshele yonke imi-
thetho yasesiGodlweni.”

Nembala inceku enkulu uNozitshela wangena
elawini likaJeqe. Wathi: “Mfana kaSikhunyana,
ngingena nje ngizokulaya. Wena ungathi ngi-
Bonwe yini ukuba ngingene lapha ngaphakathi.
Ukufa lokhu ongene kuko. Ukusondela eNkosini
ngohlobo olunje ukufa mfana kaButhelezi. Isi-
Godlo seNkosi neziggili zaso ukufa. Noma
usulingwa kanjani ungavumeli inhlizivo, wobe uzi-
gwaza ngowakho umkhonto. UngabBbi umngani
wokude uhlekisana noMdlunkulu; futhi ungavumi
ukuba bade Bekubiza ukuba ungene ezindlini zabo.
Honke laba Bafanyana namantombazana zinhloli.
Enye into ungabi sigewelegewele sokudla. Uzobona
inyama iziginggana uziphe ungaphiwe, kanti seku
ukufa kwakho. Uzokhangwa amasi notshwala
kuphihlikile, nxatshana ungaphiwe umuntu unga-
kuthinti. Umuntukazana akadli nabantwana
beNkosi. Nxa bekupha ukudla ungadli ngezinkezo
zabo, wokudla ngesandla. Ungadleli esitheBeni
sabo, wokuthululela kwesakho. Ukudla kwa-

19 —

fantwana ukusibekele, nesinambathi nomcaba
wabo uwusibekele ngembenge. Ungahlali pha-
kathi kwabo, ugede lokho okuthunyiweyo ubuyele
emnyango welawu lakho. Noma ulambile uma
kungakhumbulanga muntu ukukupha vkudla wo-
hamba uye kokufuna ezigabeni emabButhweni.
Umuntu ongaze uzibike kuye lapha ngaphakathi
isalukazi lesiva. BHonke laba abafana abBancane
obaBonayo namantombazana, Banabaninibo boku-
fapha ukudla. Uhlale ngokuhlonipha, nxa ubizwa
uMdlunkulu usabele ngokuthi, ‘Ndlunkulu!” Nxa
sekuhlwile noma bekubiza ucashe. Zikhona izi-
eqili zamantombazana zokufiendlalela nabafana
abancane Bokuba Babathume nxashana sekuhlwile.
Intuba yvakho vokuphuma nokungena ibenyve, unga-
phumi ungene ngentuba ephuma amantombazana
eNkosi. Nxa wemukela ubisi ezincekwini zoku-
senga, ithunga ulibeke phakathi kwesandla ulipha-
thele phezulu. Ungahlali unensila ezandleni zakho,
noma ulethela abantwana BeNkosi ukudla, wobeka
amanzi ngodiwo olumcenge, abahlambela kulo.
Ubeke isigubu samanzi eduze, kuhlambe lowo
uchithe, kuhlambe lowo uchithe, uthele amanye.
Uhlale uchophile ugeze umzimba ugcobe ama-
futha.” :

Walalelisisa uJeqe kuyvo yonke lemiyvalo. Wathi:

“Ungitshelile okumayelana naBbantwana, kepha
awukangitsheli okugondene noqobo lwayo.”

Wathi uNozitshela, “OkweNkosi wokuqgonda
ngokutshelwa yiyo. Yona izulu eliphezulu. Nxa
l“}gal}a inceku vayo vokutshela okwayvo. Kodwa
njengoba ngibona ikunike lelilawu, ifuna ukuba
ubeke isidumbu sayo. Ungalali kakhulu, noma
uzwa umsindwana uphume ubeke. Wokhothama
njalo nxa useduze kwayo, ungayeleki ngesithunzi
sakho. Zonke izinto evama ukuzifuna uhlale uzi-
qogile ungephuzi nxa izifuna. Ugqunga luhlale
luseduze, utshele umfana ahlale alungise konke
kwayo. Imitsha yvayo namashoBa neminyakanya




nezighova ude ukukhipha kushaywa vilanga no-
moya ukuze kungadliwa zinundu.”

ISAHLUKO II1.

Okwenziwa EsiGodlweni

Kwathi esanda kufika nje uJeqe esiGodlweni
iNkosi yamsondeza kuyo. Kwaba uyve osondeza
amanzi okuyigeza, kwabe yilokhu imthuma ukuba
abeke ukuthi ukudla kwayo kulungiswe kahle na.
Athi umfana nxa esendlalile ayobeka ukuthi we-
ndlale kahle na. ABale amacansi nezihlandla ukuba
zingaki, nezicamelo.

Kwadlula izinyanga ezine uJeqge efikile esi-
Godlweni, wabona enye inceku ingena ngentuba
voMdlunkulu lokhu uhlezi ethunzini lothango
unyezi, wathi:

“Hau uthi umuntu wesifazana lowa?”

Wathulisa waBuka, wambBona emi ethe ne ngo-
mhlane othangweni. Wema isikhashana. wasithela
ngompheme wokuphekela. Wayeshaya ngalapha
kwezindlu ezimbili, uthe ethuka lowo muntu waye-
semphethe uJeqe onjengempisi. Pho, uphethe Bani,
insizwa yakwaZulu esimathambo eseqinile kuna-
wakhe! Kwaba ongaphansi nongaphezulu, vadlu-
bulunda insizwa yaphuma yabaleka. Wakhohlwa
ukuba uzotshela BHani ukuthi uBone lomuntu
nokuthi umehlule ngamandla. Uma wayeshilo
kwakoBulawa yena uJeqe kuthiwe umyekeleni.

Uselwa lokunyathela iNkosi lwalungathunywa
Bonke aBantu. Lwalukhethelwa abalo njalo okuye
kuthi nxa iNkosi isizokweshwama bayve kolukha
eduze nolwandle. Phakathi kwalaBa kwakukhona
umfo wasebuThonga owayeseyisikhonzi kuTshaka
ngoba waxoshwa kubo kuthiwa uyathakatha.
Ukuze asondele eNkosini uTshaka kwaya ngoba
wadunyiswa enye induna yathi uyifundile imithi
yaseNyakatho, kunjalo nje usesindise abaningi nga-
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makhambi. Wathi ukuba afike eNkosini, waba
isithunywa senyanga yeNkosi sokuya koxebula
amagxolo angamakhubalo nokuya kokukha ama-
khambi.

Libiziwe-ke lelibandla iNkosi lixoxa nayo. Lomfo
wasebuThonga uxoxa ezakubo lapha aphuma
khona. UBaxoxela ngentombi enhle yakubo athi
seyehlula mamakhosi akhona. Uthi use]ihamb_e
kakhulu naleli lakwaZulu kodwa akazange ayi-
fone intombi enhle njengayo.

UTshaka athi:

“Suka lapha uthi likhona iThonga elingedlula
izintombi zakuleli lakithi?” Athi, “Ayi Ndabe-
zitha, lowa muntu sengathi wayelolongwe ngemhq-
kodwe. Uketshezi lufike luzengame ngisho sezi-
phelele, ilamba lidlile! Idanda libanzi, umzimba
uyalingana ngokufanele kuze kufike onyaweni.
Intamo yinde, amehlo mahle, ithi nxa ibeka
ivunywe amashiyi ayo. Kepha inqaba lapho ikhona
ayivumi ukugoma. Udumo lwayo nobuhle Bayo
sekuze kwafika kude. Kufika nezithunywa zama-
khosi acebileyo zizoyeshela, kepha idimde ihleke
usulu nje. Ithi nxa izighayisa ‘Mina ngothanda
insizwa okuyothi noma impofu, ingenankomo ibe
ithandwa yimi ngenhliziyo yami nayo ingithanda.
Bakhona abangakhangwa ukuya esithenjini sama-
khosi anezinkomo eziningi kodwa konke lokho
kimi akungeni!’

Umfo wasebuThonga ukhuluma nje uJeqe ula-
pha eduze neNkosi ulalele.

Ukhuluma nje lomfo uTshaka uyvamphikisa
uthi:

“Awukalihambi leli lakithi ubone izintombi ezi-
nhle. Ulibala ukuya ehlathini uyofuna imithi, uxe-
Bula amagxolo, ukha amakhambi. Thina esike
sihambe izwe nje singakutshela ngabantwanyana
bakwaZulu. Asikho esinye isizwe esizala izintombi
ezinhle kangaka.”

‘Kant.i ixoxwa nje lendaBba ulJeqge usengenwe
Visifiso esikhulu sengathi angake ayibone lentombi




esevehlule amadoda nenhle kangaka. Wezwa
esengenwa uthando Iwayo engazange eyibona,
loluthando lughutshwa idumela layo nobuhle Bayo.
Wezwa engasazizwa ulJeqe, wazimisela ukuthi
sengathi angayibona ngamehlo akhe. Waze wathi
enhliziyweni yakhe: ‘“Ngozimisela ukuba ngize
ngiyibone.”

UJeqe athi: “Kubuhlungu ukuba yinsila yeNkosi.
Nxa bengingumuntu okhululekileyo Bengizoli-
hamba lelizwe elibanzi ngiye ngiyibone. Pho,
kusizani lokhu ngimelwe ukuba ngibe lapho ku-
khona iNkosi yami.” Kuthe lapho esengenwe
uthando lwayo eyedwa elawini lakhe wathi:

“He, izintaba ezikude zingumasithela ! Eziseduze
zivimboniselo! Ziyajabula izinsizwa ezikhulule-
kileyo eziya lapho zithanda khona. Thina si-
zigxila gxila zako Mkhulu!”

Usehlezi ebeke ithuba lokuba aye ezigabeni abe
ilokhu ebuza iThonga ngalentombi. Athi angali-
thola aye exhibeni lalo, limzekele okuningi nga-
lentombi, waze wacishe wayazi engazange ayiBone.
AbBuye azibuze uJeqe athi, “Yini kodwa? Imbala
angilunjiwe nje! Ngafa impela ngomuntu ngi-
ngamazi!”

Ngalesikhathi uTshaka wayengasenalo ugazi
ezikhulwini nakwabakayise nasezincekwini,
phezu kobughawe Bakhe obamenzela udumo no-
kuba abe igugu likaZulu, wayesebakhathazile
abantu ngezimpi. Namabutho ayesezikhalela
ethi, “Size siqghakaze izimvu singaganiwe, singa-
bazi ubumnandi fokuhlala emakhaya, kube yilokhu
sihamba ezintabeni, silale endle, sifa yindlala! Ayi
uyasibulala uTshaka. Sithi sibuya nazo zimboze
izintaba nezinkalo, igazi laBaningi Bakithi lichi-
thekele ezizweni, singakaphumuli useyasibiza
ukuba siye kohlasela kwezinye izindawo.” Seku-
khona imvunge enkulu phakathi kwabantu, kodwa
yvena engayazi ngoba Besaba ukumtshela.

Babemuzwa nje ethi uphi uJeqe? Izinceku zi-
memeze zithi:

“Nangu uJeqe! Nanguy'uJeqge!” Ezwakale
esabela ethi:

“Wen'omnyama, Ndabezitha!”

Kwathi ngelinye ilanga kuzoba umkhosi, seku-
fike inyanga izokwelapha iNkosi, iNkosi isizonya-
thela (umkhosi) amabutho esakhe amadokodo,
abantu sekunyathelana nje ezigabeni, lapho kayi-
saphumi endlini enkulu engenhla, kungesikho
elawini, endlini lapho kukhona induku yobukhosi
eyayiphathwa uyise, lapho kukhona imithi nezi-
nsila zamakhosi okuyilokhu zambozwa ezimbizeni
ezingavulwayo, zanindwa ngobulongwe, kukhona
amathusi nemikhonto, nezinsimbi nemikhando,
amatshe okukhanda izizwe. UJeqe wabizwa
viNkosi yathi kuye:

“Uzongena lapha, ngizogcatshwa ngegazi
lakho.”

Nembala uJeqe wangena kuleyondlu okunga-
ngeni muntu kuyo, kukhona isihlandla nenkatha,
igama layo Indlukayingenwa, kukhona imihlezo
neminyakanya. Sonke isikhathi ivulwa kuphela nxa
kuzongena iNkosi noma unina weNkosi, nabo
bangene kukhona inyanga enkulu yeNkosi. Kwa-
phela isonto oJeqe neNkosi nenyanga Bevumbeleke
kuleyondlu, ibaphethe inyanga ibagcaba, iphala-
zisa iNkosi ngezintelezi ezinkulu, ezimhlope ne-
zimnyama. Ekuseni uNozitshela usehlezi emnyango
ukuba emukele okuphumayo angenise okudinge-
kayo. Onke amanya amabi akhishwa eNkosini
esulelwa kuJeqe. Anikwe amakhubalo aqinile
abe yisiBonda esiginile seNkosi, kuzawulwe oca-
Bangweni Iwakhe uJege, kungeniswe imbuzi
eémnyama ayibambe, athi nxa eseyibambile ibo-
tshozwe malungana nenhlizivo kuthathwe igazi
layo, lithakwe namafutha engwe, nebubesi,
nenhlwathi, iNkosi incinde, uJeqe akhothe
udengezi. Isimnyama manje iNkosi ihlikihlwa,
nindwa ngemithi, ayisabonakali isimo sayo. Aku-
savunywa ukuba iphuze utshwala ngoba buphekwa
abesifazane. Sekungena inyama vona ephekwe




uNozitshela, namasi athiwe uve uqobo. Isigubu
samanzi sihlezi lapha eduze. Ekuseni lapho ilanga
liphuma ilichinsa ngomhlanga, obotshozelwe
imbobo ebeke empumalanga, lapho lishona
ilichinse ngembobo ebeke entshonalanga. Lembuzi
ayidliwa okukhishwe kuyo igazi. Inceku enkulu
ibasa umlilo omkhulu, ibekwe elangabini ishe ize
iphele eduze nomnyango walevondlu lapho laBa
aBathathu BHebona khona. NoMdlunkulu kulezo-
nsuku awuvunyelwe ukuhlala nokudlela egcekeni,.
Hahlala endlini, noma beyogeza bayabuya Bangene
endlini.

Sonke lesikhathi ibutho elithile sekuphele
inyanga live kozingela ingwe, abathile baye ogwini
lolwandle, Bayvofuna uselwa iNkosi eyonyvathela
ngalo. Sekukhona izinkunzi ezimbili ezimnyama,
ezicijileyo, ezihlabayvo, ezingazange zivizeke insi-
kazi, ezanela ukwephusa zakhethwa eziyobanjwa
amabutho ngezandla, bazidonve ngesibakela zize
zife, inyama yazo iyahlinzwa, iphanyekwe
othangweni lwesibaya ingadliwa, iyoze yelashwe
iNkosi.

Mhla kuzokusa ku umkhosi iNkosi iyophuma
lapho endlini kuvalwe, iholwe invanga iphethe
ukhamba lwentelezi, iyifafaze intelezi baye Bafike
emfuleni, uJeqe elandela iNkosi ephethe eminye
imithi okuzofikwa emfuleni igeze ngayo. Yeqe
amanggabangqeshe inyanga emfuleni phakathi
kobusuku yelapha. Bageze khona lapho kwesi-
kabadakazi wonke umuntu elele. Nxa sefegezile
babuyele ekhayva, kufafazwe enve intelezi
emnyango welawu leNkosi, ingene khona, alandele
uJeqge, afike endlale, ilale elawini ngalobusuku
emva kokuba ikade ilala endlini vamakhosi nama-
dlozi. Inyanga ilandele uJeqe Bayolala elawini
likaJeqe.

Ekuseni ilanga lingakaphumi, umuntu usezwa
umsindo ezigabeni, Behava amagama bGebema
insangu, bBebonga amakhosi. dsibayveni lapha
sekuhamba imbongi yodwa iBonga amakhosi. Liva-

phuma ilanga amabutho aseya emfuleni aseyogeza,
sekugewele abafana namantombazana abalethele
amabutho ukudla. Nxa umuntu ebuka ubona
sekumnyama izinkalo abantu. Lapho sebebBuyile
ekugezeni, badla, ngesikhathi ziBuya inhlezane,
bagale manje ukuvunulela umkhosi. BHafake ama-
shoBa abo ezingalweni nasezithweni, kube kuhle
kudele. IButho elivintanga yeNkosi lifake umnya-
kanya wesakabuli, kube yilelo libe nento elivenzi-
levo elehluke ngayo, noma okulenga esiphundu,
noma umghele nje wombijo wotshani obuthile.
Kube kuhle kudele.

Laphoke azokusho izaga zawo, ilelo linesalo,
agogana ngezaga. Ngesikhashana esincane nje
ilelo selimi kweyalo indawo, asehlome esephelele,
aseyvahaya. Izinduna lapho sezijuluke zimanzi
zishaya, ziqoqa, eputshuka ngalapha nangalapha.

UJege laphayva enhla nesibayva usevunule nave,
usebase umlilo wabeka imbiza lapho iNkosi izo-
pheka khona uselwa. Inyanga isiviqoBe imithi
isivesabeka, nengwe isihlinziwe yabBengwa, ne-
nyama yezinkunzi ezimnyama isibengiwe. Ecaleni
laphaya ngasesangweni lamathole sekuBaswe
omkhulu umlilo lapho kuzokosiwa inyama le
yengwe neyezinkunzi ezimnyama ebibulawe ama-
Butho ngayizolo. Kuzothike lapho invanga ithathe
_\_'r)nkv lemiBengo iyixube ndawonye emqubeni, ivi-
fafaze ngemithi ibe isivosiwa. Luyavuthwa laphayva
uselwa, iNkosi iqale yaluhlabela ngoBa nxa lunga-
phathwanga yiyo abakwaZulu Bathi aluvuthwa.
Inyanga izolwephula iluthele imithi, iluqoBe ama-
gashana iluhlanganise nenyama.

Ezeke amabutho esephanga izindawo ezinhle
esibayeni. Funa nomkhosi ungadlalwa njalo nxa-
tn‘han:t amabili engahlangana esangweni izi-
m_[qna zingawadedele amabanga kahle okungena
esibayeni. Eke nje ahlangana angalwa kuchi-
theke konke neNkosi ingabe isabanamandla oku-
lamula,

Angene ngezigaba zawo kuthunge uthuli luye
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phezulu phakathi lapha kuhamba imbongi iva-
vundla, iyehla iyanyuka iBonga amakhosi.

Ighamuke iNkosi lapho sebephelele noMdlu-
nkulu usumi wodwa laphaya enhla nesibaya uzo-
Bukela, uvunule uconsa. Ithi ighamuka nje
ezwakale ubayede ovimba izindleBe. Yonake
kayisaBbonakali sekuyikazela nje.  Umuntu uBona
isihlangu nemikhonto kuphela. Ifaka iminyakanya
nemiklezo, kukhona izimpaphe zezinyoni ezinhle
ezilenga ebusweni, zivale Bonke uBuso zashiya
indawo yamehlo kuphela, ngasemuva lapha ku-
lenga igwalagwala okuloku lisuke ezinweleni,
ngaphambi nangemuva ifaka izikhumba ze-
zingwe, ibeshu eleNsele, ezingalweni nasezithweni
amashoba amhlophe. Iside iya laphaya iBasikaza
ngomkhonto bethi, “Uyizulu! Uyizulu!” Laphoke
inyanga isizothabatha umbBengo engwabeni, igatha
lokugala ilinike iNkosi ilidle, imiBengo iphonswe
phezulu, lowo alume adlulise, eliwa phansi lingabe
!i_sacoshwa. Ulapha emva kwayo, uJeqe, noma
ifunani emkhandlwini uzosondeza loko. Inyama
le ayigwinywa, kugwinywa uju lwayo, ibe seyi-
felwa yibo Bonke.

Nxa sekuphelile ukudla inyama iNkosi iBuyele
enhla nesifaya lapho sekubekwe khona isihlalo
sayo soBukhosi, sesihlotshiswe ngezikhumba ze-
zZimgwe, nezingulule nendlozi, nengonyama. Phansi
lapha kwendlalwe izikhumba zezingonyama yvena-
bele kuzo. Izinceku nxa libalele seziyiphahlile
ngezihlangu ukufa ingashiswa ilanga, uJeqe use-
qojeme lapho ngakwesokunene eduze nayvo. Lapho
al_'naﬁutho aseyaguba, iphume imbongi ithi isaqala
nje ukubonga amaqhawe adlale, babBongane kusuke
1zintuli,

Emva kwaloku isukume iNkosi ifize uNduna-
Ell'(huilu‘ amemeze ngezwi elikhulu eyvihumushela
- “Uthi okaNdaBa uludlile uselwa, ngako lonke
1zZwe selingeshwama.” Umphakathi wenanele:

“Uyizulu!”
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Sebezogida beguba kuze kucishe kushone ilanga,
lapho ke iNkosi noMdlunkulu sefebuyele ngapha-
kathi, umuntu osemkhulu ngalesosikhathi seku
uNdunankulu, uye osetshela izinduna zamabutho
okufanele kwenziwe. Amabutho azonikwa um-
hlambi wezinkomo awudle ezigaBeni kuze kube
phakathi koBusuku, kuyasa ayachitheka aBanga
emakhaya sekusala izikhonzi. Mhlawumbe aba-
zuhlala nasikhathi eside emakhaya kuTshaka.
Bazothi bBesahlezi Bayezwa sekuthiwa abahlome
Bayozidla ekuthini.

ISAHLUKO 1IV.

UJ eqe Uyavivinywa

Kuthe kungakabi nsuku zatshwala emva ko-
mkhosi lo ekade silanda ngawo uJeqe ubBamba
iselelesi ngaphakathi esiGodlweni efusuku. Uthi
esaphuma eNkosini nje esacaBanga ukuyolala
ubona umuntu engena ngesiphondo soMdlunkulu.
Ukhumbula ukuthi wehlulwa esinye iselelesi, wa-
ngena elawini lakhe wathatha iwisa, wanyonyoBa,
uthe lapho edlula enye indlu sase simbonile, saba-
leka sagonda entubeni, Bakhandana khona, sithe
lasithi siyaphuma wabasa ngewisa uJeqe edolweni
sawa phansi iselelesi, wamemeza izinceku zafika,
sabanjwa, zasiBopha, kwathi ekuseni sayiswa
phambi  kweNkosi, kanti enye vyezinceku.
Kwathiwa uJeqe makaye kosibulala.

Wayeyiqghawe uJeqe, lapho kuliwa khona waye-
jabula kakhulu, kodwa ukubulala umuntu engalwi
kwakuyinto elukhuni kuyena. Lelolanga lamenza
wafisa sengathi ngayengezanga koMkhulu. Pho
izwi leNkosi lalingumthetho wakhe, nokulukhuni
kangakanani wayemelwe ukuBa akwenze. Wa-
sigquba ke uJeqe iselelesi lesi, futhi singumngane
wakhe, Bebekholana kakhulu. Seside sithi kuye:

“Awu, wena kaSikhunyana, masishone laphaya
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egeleni ungiyeke ngohamba okokuphela ngeduke
nezwe.”’

Kufike ukumhawukela, athi enhliziyweni, ngi-
zokwenze njani? Akhumbule ulaka lukaTshaka
okuyothi angezwa ukuthi umyekile abBulale yena,
Ifike inhliziyo kuJege ethi: “Akunani aBulale mina
kunokuba ngibulale umuntu engalwi.” Abuye
akhumbule athi: “Ngiyinsila yeNkosi, ukungalaleli
izwi layo yinto embi.” Hahamba basondela
odongeni lapho sekumhlophe amathambo aBantu
wazikhalela lomfo wathi:

“Impela ngizobulawa uwe Jeqe?”

Wamthela ngemvula yezinyembezi; lokhu uJeqe
ighawe, kwaqubBuka isihawu kuye naye wakhala,
bahlala phansi boBaBili bathula, amukho owakhu-
lumisa omunye. Sathi iselelesi:

"‘Akusenani sale sewenza umthetho weNkosi,
nami kuyangikhanyela ukuthi kufanele ngife,
inhliziyo ingumthakathi, angazi ukuthi mina fengi-
hungwe yini!” Wasukuma njalo uJeqe, wamshaya
enhlafunweni, wenaba, waphinda esijingweni
y]_(uﬁa asheshe afe, nembala waphela ngaso leso
isikhathi, wamphonsa enqwabeni yamathambo.
Ay(?zula amange ngaphezulu eselungele ukumudla,
wafulathela uJege waphindela ekhaya. Azange
akudle ukudla ngalelolanga, inhliziyo yakhe vaba-
Buhlungu kabi. 3 }

Kuthe ngelinye ilanga ekuseni engazelele lutho
udeqge, uTshaka umBuka uthi kuye: “Amadolo akho
aZ_othami;a kade wahlala ndawonye, yiya lapha
ezigabeni ukhethe izinsizwa ezigatha zife ama-
shumi amabili, uzingenise esiBayeni esiphondweni
Sc’%mat‘hple ubuye uze lapha kimi.” Nembala wenza
njengoba ethunyiwe. Wathi lapho esezibizile izi-
gfﬁlZW@ \}’aﬁt;yela kuTshaka, wathi: “SeBesesi-
kﬁ:}?:l\i I\ilfor'_.il."_ ~ Yathi iNkosi: “Beka ngizwa
Hambaangllnln_gzq’]m{]rkomo ngalapha eﬁaThlen.nm.
il ezinkaﬁeim 1'1.:,11{7%1\\? myokf\'eﬁa _amashuml ama-
e s .r‘e‘/dl ' u uphe]_&xn ngibone ukuthi ni-

a.” Washwaqgeka nje uJeqe, pho, nxashana
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esekhulumile uTshaka, usekhulumile ayisekho enye
indlela. Wayeseya kuBo njalo abalisa esethi:
“INkosi ithi asilande izinkabi ezimashumi mabili
ebaThenjini, noma singazithola ngayiphi indlela.
Hambani nifune umphako sohamba ngomhlomu-
nye.” Wafuna amabele esalukazini uJege, samupha
imbenge enkulu, wawagazinga, wawagaya wawa-
faka esewuphuthu esikhwameni sakhe sesikhumba
sembuzi. Walola imikhonto vakhe emithathu,
wayifaka emgodleni onelengiselo eligaxwa em-
hlane. Wakhanda isihlangu sakhe sagonda.
Lafika ilanga lokuba Bahambe. Wema phambi
kwelawu leNkosi wayibonga wathi: “Nkosi sengi-
hamba njengokuthunywa kwami iNkosi.”

Yathi iNkosi, “Ziphi izinsizwa engithe hamba
nazo?"”

Wathi uJeqe, “Zisesibayeni.”

INkosi vathi: “Ake nikahle, akenginiphe um-
phako, nohamba ngomuso.”

Yabanika ithole elimpevu, bBalihlaba badla, Ba-

pheka, Balungisa umkhusu abayohamba Bewuphe-
the.

Waphinda ekuseni waya eNkosini wathi: “Nkosi
sesihamba.”

Yathi iNkosi: “Hamba Jeqge onjengempisi, ngi-
vazi wobuya nazo wena.”

Wakhuleka ulJeqe wathatha izikhali zakhe
nomphako wahamba. Wangena esibayeni waba-
biza Baphuma ngesango elikhulu, fahamba. Ba-
hamba kakhulu b6aye bayolala kubo kalJeqe.
WabBiza uyvise wambizela emnyango waya kohleba.
Wathi: “Au, 6aba, indaba kangiyvizeki lapha.
Sengifulala abantu, namhla kuthiwa angihambe
nalabantu esifike nabo ngivokweba izinkabi ezi-
mashumi mabili eBaThenjini.”

Uyise wathi: “Njengoba uyinsila yakhe nje
usehamba ekufaka kulezinto nje uzosala nobani
ekhaya?”

Kwala ukuba uJeqe angamhlebeli unina indaba
abahamba ngavo. Esezwile yvonke indabfa unina
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wathi kuye: “Mntanami, yini ungeqi uye
emaMpondweni noma uye eSwazini njengoba uku-
pulala nokweba izinkomo zabantu awuzwani nje
nako?”

Waphendula wathi uJeqe:

“Mame, izwe lakithi neNkosi yakithi ngivaku-
thanda. Njengoba bengiza lapha ekhayva nje ngi-
phuma koMkhulu, 6engithi nxashana ngibona ama-
gquma nemifula yezwe lakithi, engikhulele kulo,
lapho ngifona izinkalo engelusela kuzo, kuqubuke
phakathi kwezibilini zami uthando olumangalisayo,
ngigome ukuba umbulali kunokuba ngivokhonza
kwelinye izwe nokubuswa amanye amakhosi. Noma
iNkosi yakithi inenhliziyo enje yokuthanda uku-
bona igazi lichitheka, ngehlulwa ubughawe Bayo
obuncomekayo lapha sesihlangaBezene nezitha.
Ngizonyamezela kuze kufike isikhathi lapho ama-
tlIO'/'.i awobabamkhulu eyongisiza.”

. ‘L.\'Iﬂ-‘ wathi: “Ungahlali lapha ekhaya funa
izitha ziyokuhlala zithi uhlezi ekhaya umsebenzi
owathunywa wona kawuwenzi. Nansi intondolo,
.‘~'lﬁl:1hllvni nidle nivuke nihambe.”

Bayihlaba, Bayipheka khona
52’?\-‘1]]{:1»1&}]0“21 ebusuku Bahamba. Bahamba njalo
et.f)a_\'azi nendlela eqonde khona eBaThenjini.
!Jﬁhz-lml{a bawela uThukela 6enyuka 6agondana ne-
Qhudeni. Bathe Bephansi kweQhudeni Bevuka
endle ngalelolanga, kuzinkungu, Bawukhanda
umhlambi omkhulu wemizi yakhona zikhandene
“df}“v'“".\'r.‘. Wathi uJeqe:

Nazi madoda, khethani ezikhuluphele.”

hf‘f}{lwla bazikhetha zaba amashumi amabili
nambili, bathi: “Ezinye lezi sozidla endleleni.”
zin!;-ll[;\-;::lia k!zi—n‘kuugg. Bahamba ilizmga ‘;-‘lid_o
the]-{; t'.hl';.u'I: {.l[}l(’ zigala u_k\\'eml.)ul\'a Base Besi-
% ol E‘.n]L/.t_.]m “be}hzl'mba impela, ¥(ul'he kuba
Baphum . ulu babewela uThukela Bawela gede

ula.
:491?:1\]\}:“ i_a‘l‘lh_u kuthehng&s_ik_hmhi sokuba sekuzo-
gwa abafana Bafika izinkomo zingaphelele,

ebusuku bHadla,
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falanda umzila Babona ukuthi zighutshwe abantu
izinkomo lezi bBabuyela emakhaya bayohlaba
umkhosi. Zaqoqana izinsizwa zahloma, zaphela
amashumi amathathu, zalanda umkhondo. Kuthe
ntambama lapho libantubahle bHazibona zidundu-
bala entabeni lokhu Bahamba 6ebuza emizini
aBantu Babatshele Bathi:

“Bakhona abantu abalidlanzana
beqhuba izinkomo. Hashone laphaya,
vigwema imizi, aBaphambukelanga.”

Hahamba bBaye bHalala emizini abayazivo laba
abalandela izinkomo zabo. Bafika kufike abayeni
ukudla kuhlaphakile, BHadla 6aphuza 6alala
Besuthi.

Kanti impi yawoJeqe yanele yadundubala nje,
lashona ilanga yangenisa endle. Kulale abanye,
abanyve Bazibeke izinkomo, zibahlupha zifuna uku-
Buvela emuva. Basizwa unvezi, ukuba kwaku-
mnyama zazivobadukela, Kwanela kwaphuma
ikhwezi Basuka nazo oJeqe. Abazi ukuthi ba-

esibabone
bebe-

landelwa eduze kepha Banomqgondo wokuthi ziva-

funwa izinkomo lezi. Bahamba ngamandla
begonde ukufinyelela emizini vakubo.

Zavuka izinsizwa lezi ekuseni kakhulu. bBazi-
nika izinkamba ezimbili zotshwala, zaphuza
zahamba. Ngalelolanga inkungu kayvisekho. Bathe
bethi dundu phezulu bazibona =zisithela phansi.
Bahamba ngendlela engaphezulu enqumayo Bona
kuvizwe lakubo bBelazi. Bathe Bevophenduka
enhla mnokhalo kwabe kuyvilapho 6ekhuphuka
ezansi abakwaZulu, seBethiywe isiwa enzansi.
Hathe Bedundubala enhla nokhalo babehlangana.

LaBa abebelwe izinkomo bathi koJeqe:

“Akenime sibuze.”

Hema, bBathi lapho Besondela, bala oJeqe Bathi:

“Buzani nikhona lapho, musani ukusondela
kithi.”

Nempela Habona nabo ukuthi kusho izinsizwa
zivuthiwe, uye uJeqe lo ongumholi wabo, okungu-
vena sengathi mncane.
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“Izinkomo zakithi lezo nizivisaphi?' kubuza
laba abantshontshelweyo.

“Siya nazo kithi,” kuphendula uJeqge, uma
nithanda ningazikhalima.” Zasuka izinsizwa
zenza uhla sengathi zifuna ukubak’ak’a oJeqe.

Wathi uJeqe kulaba Bakubo: “Qhelukani ninga-
vumi basik’ak’e.”

Yesuka insizwa
ilandelwa ezinye.

Lapho amukho owatshela omunye. Kwathi nje
ngokuphazima kweso, vayisihlangene kulaba aBa-
phambili Bobabili, loku iphethe imikhonto yombBili,
kwathi klebuklebu, mbo! Yashukana wayesetho-
koza lapha ngasentshonalanga uJeqe onjengempisi
wathi: “Ngadla ngenkomo kababa!” yashayeka
phansj amathumbu eselenga insizwa ende. Lapho
asalwi usendiza phezu kwezindwani uJeqe, zamfi-
kela izinsizwa ezimbili, umkhonto wenye wafike
}vadlula thawu, waklebula isikhumba engalweni,
ithe layithi ayimthathe enye, lapho iwuphonsile
umkhonto, wavika wagoqongana uJeqe, isihlangu
sakhe sesibomvu igazi elopha enxefeni elise-
ngalweni. Lapho iphonse iphelele insizwa ende
k_uu]eqe_. umkhonto wawushaya ngehawu wayese-
fikile uMthwazi wakubBo kaJeqe, wawufaka
ohlangothini kulensizwa ethi ayiqede uJeqe. Wa-
thokoza wathi: j

“Ngadla mina Mthwazi lothwishi!”

Wahlomula uJeqe, bBamlahla phansi. Kanti
Iﬁgale sebemhlabile umfo wakwaNdwandwe
iiham.ba noJeqe. Kulomkhathi munye ofileyo
IaoﬁJaeqzijafl);:Eéli k_ul;aﬁandeli B_ezinkomo‘ ﬁaningi
e ande ‘ izinkomo ke.pha aBak\verayelsE
5 4 njengalaba abahlala BHesemphekweni
;???1 S Gabe Beyathe fafuna ukuBak’ak’a zala
u‘k;;:_z“? zika Tshaka, kepha ukopha sekuqala
akhon(lle[]aq_ }ilmnn(_lla__ 1}Jetle, usomele amanzi,
ithuBa | lr{{J a 'f:’hl;.gu_.]un sakhe emhlane, _noklm

Ll U‘u_phum alikho. Wamemeza ethi:

L;\'nthlm uLembe eladla amanye na?”

vakhona ende yazikhalima




[zinsizwa zikaTshaka mhla ziyodla izinkomo eQhudeni

Lapho kwaba sengathi uzichelile ulJeqe, zaba-
hlaba zabBasunduza. Wathola ithuba lokuletha
isigubu ngaphambili aphuze. Bayigwaza enye
insizwa ebBomvu abakwaZulu 6enanela, lapho
uJege waziphosa phakathi kwabo, walwa bayisusa,
pazishonisa ngale kokhalo, yabaleka ekwehleni,
payiginggela ngamatshe, Bahlala phansgi Baphu-
mula. Bathatha amahlamvu emithi, baxhoza ama-
gxolo omunga, fabopha inxeba likaJeqe nabBanye
ababili. Besuka Baqoga izinkomo Bahamba. Be-
yishiya khona lapho insizwa yako Sokhulu, basi-
phula utshani bHayimboza BGahamba. Bemukela
lathi lishona Babe kude.

Kanti isale yahloma lapha emuva yabaningi
namakhehla alandela izinsizwa. Hahlangana
kuwo lowo muzi lapho BebBelele khona, abBanye
bexhuga, aBanye BenamanxebBa, abanye sebeji-
velwe, fehamba Bexhugela, sebehlengwa, sebeba-
landisa ukulwa kwayo. Lempi entsha esaphuma
ekhaya vathi:

“Siyabalandela, sesiyophindisela nezidumbu lezi
zakithi.”

_ HBathe bBefika esikhungweni, zaziqungquluzile
izinsizwa zakubo ezintathu, aBakwaZulu Be-
hambile. Bazithwala zayolahlwa emakhaya.

Kuthe phakathi kobusuku abBavukela nabo
et‘manxolm oJeqe nabanye abathola amanxebBa.
Baphambukela emzini wakubo kwaButhelezi, sebe=
fike emizini abayaziyo, seBeyixoxa BeBatshela
ukuthi:

“Besithunywe iNkosi ukuBa sivodla izinkomo
ngalapha eQhudeni, Balwa nathi aBafo kodwa
sabehlula, nokho asesigunyele amanxeba.”

Izmlffm'ln Bazishiya ngaphandle nazo zikhathele,
zadlayidla zalala. Umnumzane wathi:

‘Ayi, uTshaka uzozenzani izinkomo kwezi-
lli{aka. ehambe ephuca aBantu izinkomo zabo,
ebulala nani ngemikhonto yabBafo!”

; ﬁél_thnt.wh\\'a. aboshwa kahle amanxeba ekhava,
baphiwa ukudla falala. Bacela aBafana ukuBa
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Babelusele izinkomo, baphumula lonke lelolanga.
babengasesabi lutho ngoba base Befikile emizini
vakubo. Ngangomuso Bahamba baye Bafika ko-
munye umuzi wakubo kaMthwazi, Balala. BHatha-
tha enqamulayo ebange kwaDukuza Balalela eduze
kwaMadundube. Bangena nazo ekuseni koMkhulu.

Washo uJeqe, esebonga iNkosi, yaphuma yazi-
Buka, lokhu ezimbili bazishiye endleleni, Bengasa-
zinhlabanga, Zafika zingamashumi amabili, wa-
sondela kubo wabona amanxeba, kwaba yilowo
wamxoshisa ithole, kwahlatshwa zaba zimbili
kwadliwa kuxoxwa impi yazo.

Kuthe kungakabi zinsuku eziningi oJeqe BebBu-
vile ekudleni izinkomo eQhudeni, kwafika ko-
Mkhulu amadoda amahlanu ephuma eNonothi.
Ahlala ebandla neNkosi esibayeni noJeqe ekhona.
Athi:

“Sifike nje Nkosi sizobika udaba lapha eNkosini.
Abantu bBeNkosi baphelile emizini yakithi, Ba-
khunkulwa uMbali kaNtulo wakwaMkhwanazi.
Zonke izanusi zinuka yena.” INkosi yathi:

“Hambani nigoduke, ngizomlungisa.”

Hathe ukuba Bahambe vathi:

“Jeqe, hamba uyve ezigabeni ufune izinsizwa
zibe yishumi nesihlanu, uhambe nazo niyobBulala
uMbali. Ningashiyi lutho, nicoshise izalukazi
nezingane, nishise umuzi, niphange izinkomo zakhe
nizilethe lapha kimi.”

Nembala uJeqe waya kozifuna izinsizwa lezo.
ccezifumene wabika eNkosini. Yathi iNkosi:
“Anovuka ekuseni, kuyaswelela niyawuk’ak’a
urmmuzi wakhe, ubBatshele bangakhwehleli, kothi
lapho kusayo, niwuvimbezele umuzi wakhe.”

Kwabanjalo njengokusho kweNkosi. Bavuka
ckuseni bahamba Bayve Bafika eNonothi, fahambe
rebefuna ukudla emizini, Bashonisa ilanga. Bafika
kiuphuzwa kwaMagqumeni, omunyve walaba ababe-
zohlala uMbali. Wabona ukuthi sekuyikho lapha
ebona uJeqe. Wabapha ukudla, B6ahlala khona
kwaze kwangathi sebeyalala, kuthe lapho kwe-
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ndlalwa, bBaphuma Bagonda Xkhona kwaMbali,
Bahlala enhla komuzi. Hayabezwa Bekhuluma
khona ezindlini, nezinja zalizwa iphunga labo,
zabakhonkotha baze basuka bBaya lapho kuya nga-
khona umoya.

Kuthe lapho kukhala izinkuku ezizolandelwa
ezokugecina, wayifaka uJeqe. Yangena phakathi
komuzi yashaya izicaba, Badliwa yimikhonto, Be-
bagwaza emacansini. Umuntu wezwa nje o “Maye-
babo! Ngafela ocansini mina kababa!”

UJege akakho lapho umi ngenhla komuzi:
akumjabulisi ukugwazela umuntu ocansini.
Omunye umfazi kaMbali waphambana nabo ebe-
lethe umntwana, elandelwa umfanyana wakhe
owelusa amathole, neqhikiza likaMbali, eselikhuza
impisi. Bathe Bethi bayeqa, gaga kuJeqe, Bathi:

“Awu, muntu weNkosi!”

Wathi uJeqe:

“Dlulani ngamandla nibaleke.”

__ Basinda laBo, uJeqe wasondela eduze wafica
1jongosi lentombi selidindilizile egcekeni, wagcoba
umkhonto wakhe ngegazi lalo ukuze Bangasho
uktt_l:hi ubengabulali yena. Babaqgeda lapho, uJeqge
wabiza aBakuBo wathi mabBahudulele zonke izi-
flqmbu ezindlini Bashise izindlu, ababili Bakhiphe
1zinkomo esibayeni nezimbuzi. Nempela kwenziwa
l‘ok_l_u': bazighuba, kuthe lapho kufudumala ilanga,
bafika emfuleni, Bageza, bahlaba izimbuzi ezimbili,
baphehla uvathi Baphemba umlilo, Bosa inyama
yezimbuzi Badla.

_Kuthe kuntambama 6afika nazo izinkomo
zmgamlashumi asithupha nezimbuzi ezivishumi
namb_l]l. Wabonga iNkosi uJege. Akaze aphuma
u.iﬂleﬁ‘“m uTshaka. Wathuma induna wathi ma-
Zlylswe kwelinye ikhanda. KwabBanjalo.

W angena ulJeqe, wema ngaphandle kwelawu
lc:ff‘kum, wayilandisa ukuhamba kwabo. Yathi:
Iphelile inkani kumthakashana ndini.”
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ISAHLUKO V.

Isizwe Sivamsola uTshaka

Abantu nezinduna sezide =zixoxa noDingane.
Hakhala ngezingane zabo eziphelela ezimpini.
Ngaso lesosikhathi amabutho amasha avengekho
eye kohlasela le kwaSoshangane, abanyve sebefike
bazikhonzela kwezinye izizwe, bethi:

“Sikhathele uTshaka esibulalisa ngezinye
izizwe!” UDingane ubiza oMhlangana noMbophe,
nezinye izikhulu 6ehlefa uTshaka ngezenzo zakhe.
Izinceku zikaDingane sezihamba ziBangenela
bonke abBakhulu ziveza umoya wenzondo ngo-
Tshaka. Komunye umhlangano wabo Baveza
icebo lokubBa Bathume umuntu njengesikhonzi
ayothola uJeqe ukuba nave abe ngakuBona,
abadlisele uTshaka ngobuthi ekudleni kwakhe.

Nempela famthola umuntu ongumngane kaJegqe.
Wahamba waya khona koMkhulu njengesikhonzi.
Kuthi nxa uJege esezigabeni abe yilokhu efuna
amathuba okuba axoxe nayve. Waze wazidela
ngelinye ilanga 6efobabili wathi:

“Buthelezi, uyazi nje ukuthi sekukhona uzungu
phakathi kukaZulu ukuba uTshaka lo abBulawe
kubuse uDingane ukuze abBantu ke Baphumule
ezimpini?” UlJeqe athi:

“Qha, angikwazi.”

Ithi lensizwa:

“Kuya ngoba uhlala lapha koMkhulu, awuzizwa
izindaba ezikhulunywa ngabantu ezifundeni lapha.
Izinhliziyo zabantu sezinamathele kuDingane eze-
themba ukuthi izwe uzoke aliphumuze empini.
Ngikhuluma nje izinsizwa zile kwaSoshangane
ziyohlasela khona, abanye Bathunywe le emaMpo-
ndweni. Kusobala ukuthi uTshaka uzoqeda abantu
ngezikhali zempi. Uthini wena Buthelezi?”

UJeqge athi: “Nami ngiyabona ukuthi iNXkosi le
inomhawu sengathi ingabusa lonke izwe kunga-
bikho iNkosi enye.”
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Sithi isithunywa senhlangano yawo Dingane:

“Pho, kungenziwa njani ukunqgamula lenka-
thazo?"”

Athi uJeqe:

“Angazi, noma kubuhlungu kangaka ukuBona
abantu imihla namalanga 6ecekelwa phansi
lapha ekhaya nangemikhonto yezizwe, ngenxa
kaTshaka, mina ngethembekile kuye ngesivu-
melwano engasenza naye ukuba ngimufele noma
kunjani.”

Isithunywa sithi:

“Qha, Buthelezi, afantu Hangephele ngomuntu
oyedwa. Kumnandi abantu Behlezi emakhaya
izwe lithule. Akukho sizwe esingahlasela uZulu
ezithulele. Mina ngithi uwe ongavela nesu ngoba
usondele kakhulu kuye kunabBo Bonke abantu.”
 Bathi Besephakathi nalenkulumo zezwakala
1zinceku :

“Nangu uJeqe!”

Asabele uJeqe:

“Wen'omnyama!”’

_ {\fike anikwe imisebenzi esiGodlweni iNkosi
ithi: “Akengelule amadolo. Haphume nayo Be-
hamba.”

Iloku _kuthunywa uJeqe nje ukuba abulale
aBantu, iNkosi ifuna ukususa isihawu kuye abenje-
ngayo T}g’esiﬁindi sokubBulala njengoba eyinsila yayo
nje. Naye wayeseze wejwayela ukubBulala aBantu
ngoba noma into imbi nxa umuntu esevenzele futhi
ayibe isaBambi. Noko wayengakehlelwa iloku
okwamehlela ngelinye ilanga, BesesiGodlweni esi-
ngaphandle lapho kuhlala khona izinceku eziga-
liweyo.  Bahamba nayo iNkosi. Uthe ethuka
nje owesifazane ekhulelwe uthi ngamana nabo
odege neNkos;.

Ithi iNkosi:

%hagEQE, thatha lomfazi ubeke umkhonto omfi-
}hl lt"’an_a, .um(Iha}qhg isisu kesibone ukuthi ingane
ala kanjani esiswini ingakazalwa.”
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Kwathi ashone phansi uJege, pho, uzothini
sekukhulume izulu eliphezulu. Wabe uyazikhalela
owesifazana; wamghagha uJeqe. Wabuka uTshaka
wahleka, wahamba. Zazimthatha izinsizwa ziya
komlahla umfazi kwangabandabazalutho.

Lento vamnenga kabi uJeqe. Usede ethi enhli-
ziyweni Bagqinisile aBathi ngayesuswa uTshaka
phansi komthunzi welanga.

“Negangingazi ukuthi ukuzinikela eNkosini yami
kuyakungenza ngize ngenze izinto ezinengeka
kanje.”

Uthe ebuvela ezigabeni wafika lesisithunywa
sikaDingane sesihambile, ethi uzosixoxela lendaba
embi nebuhlungu yokuhlinza umuntu wesifazana
ekhulelwe,

Le emva iphehliwe indaba yokususa uTshaka.
Lomfo ufika uyabika uthi: “Ngimlinge ngama-
ghinga amaningi uJeqge ngithi asihlangane naye
adlise uTshaka. Naye kuyamkhanyela ukuthi izwe
uliphethe kabi, kodwa wethembekile eNkosini
vakhe akanakuze ayilimaze.”

UDingane nabangane bakhe sebefune izanusi
nezinyanga Bezama ukumphonsa ngemithi
uTshaka, phinde! Izinyanga ekwehlulekeni kwazo
zibace ngokuthi uphethwe izinvanga ezihlakani-
phileyo imithi vamalumbo avinakuze imngene
uTshaka. Hazama bBazama ngemithi Behluleka.
Base bebiza lesithunywa abBabBesithume kuJeqe,
bathi: ‘“Ngoba nike naxoxa naye uButhelezi, kuhle
uphindele umnecenge uthi uDingane uyokuhlanza
fonke ubumnyama bBensila kaTshaka akwakhele
umuzi omkhulu emva kokuba usugezwe ngezinte-
lezi, futhi mhla efayo uTshaka uyokulondoloza
ungambelwa naye.”

Lensizwa vaphindela njengesikhonzi koMkhulu.
Yamthola uJeqe, Baxoxa. Wayitshela ngesimeke-
meke sendaba ayenziwe yiNkosi ukuba aghaghe
owesifazane ekhulelwe.

Yathi lendaba ukubBa iphumelele ngaphandle
kubantu kwaya ngokwanda ukunengeka kuka-
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Tshaka. Bajabula kakhulu oDingane nabangane
fakhe. ABanye Bathi: “Nithi usayozingofa izimpi
lo eseBone umbilini womuntu wesifazane?” Phezu
kwakho konke lokhu osekuluthuthuva phakathi
kukaZulu aBanye Babengavumelani. Abfanye ba-
femthanda kabi uTshaka ngobughawe Bakhe.
Kwakuvama ukuba balwe emakhaya bebanga yena.
Oke wakhuluma ngokumjivaza nje, usethinte owe-
thembeke kuve, sebethathelana izinduku bBelwa.
Nxa ize yafika ezinduneni indaba yokulwa kwabo,
lo obejivaza uTshaka ayobikwa koMkhulu, avinje-
zelwe abBulawe. Abe eyazikhalele umuntu ethi:

“Iyahletshwa nje mneNkosi”, kungalalelwa,
abulawe, Bethi:

“Ungubani wena ongahleba iZulu eliphezulu?
Inja le! Konje inja iluma umniniyo!”

Ngelinye ilanga kwasuka esikhulu isidumo
esiGodlweni kuthukana izintombi ezimbili ezingu-
Mdlunkulu kaTshaka zixabene. “Ududwa ngoba
unomuthi wentando, ubizwa njalo yiNkosi; futhi

ungeneliswa nayilokho, ubuye ugange”, kusho enye

kwenye. Zibe sezidumelene, zishayane, ziklwe-
bane, zilumane kube nje.

Enye ithi:

“Bengingathi wathatha nomuthi esokeni lakho
ukuba wubulale iNkosi.” Zithukane kube nje
abanye balalele. Lokhu ukulwa, namazwi enhla-
mba abakhiphelene wona abikwe kuTshaka.

Ngaso leso sikhathi iNkosi ibize uNozitshela no-
JPQ‘? Ba}'_e koqula elikhulu icala ngaphakathi esi-
Godlweni. Lapho indafa ikhulunywa kuhlaluke
ukuthi zombili lezintombi zeNkosi ziyelelesa. Laba
aﬁaﬁapJ‘}-a uJeqe babeze kuzo. Kwahlaluka futhi
Ukvllthl. momuthi wentando, yikho nje inogazi
eNkosini,

. Ahambe uNdunankulu noJeqe Baye koyibikela
!Nk"}"“ ukuhlola kwabo lelicala. Ithi iNkosi ukuba
;f:’fehl‘lkuth]_ kanti kukhona abayiphathele imithi

SAD 1akathi esiGodlweni ithukuthele ithelwe nga-

manzi.  Ithi kuNdunankulu BenoJeqe:
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“Hambani kalokhu niyophequlula yonke into
elawini lalezintombi nifune imithi.”

Nempela ke besukele phezulu. BabBize izigqili
zamantombazane, zingene elawini, zikhiphe yonke
impahla esendlini, uJeqe eqojeme phakathi,
uNdunankulu esegcekeni ziBekwa phambi kwakhe.
Zithi sezithi zigedile izigqili ukukhipha athi uJeqe:
“Ayi, bekisisani nasezintungweni zendlu.” Kanti
uqginisile, esinye siluthole uphonjwana oluncane
IwePhithi.

Phandle lapha phambi kwenduna sekugecwele
amacansi, izicamelo, izingubo zezikhumba ezishu-
kiweyo, imitsha yawo uMdlunkulu, izigqobela
zawogwayl, ubuhlalu, izindondo, imibijo yotshani,
amathongwane, imifuma yamafutha, amasongo
ethusi, amagwalagwala, isakabuli, nakho konke
kwemvunulo yoMdlunkulu.

Isondele eduze induna BenoJeqe. Kusondele
isigqili sibe sinye manje esizothatha ngakunye.
Laphaya sekumi izintombi ezihambe zikhethwa
phakathi kwezwe ngobuhle B6azo zikhethelwa
iNkosi, mnezethulwa abanumzane namakhosikazi
bebukela lesisenzo esasiqala ukuze senzeke esi-
Godlweni. Phakathi kwalaba kukhona abanye
nje esebaba amatebe, sebehlulwa na ukuma, sebe-
cambalala phansi. Beka abantu bengaseBenzi
bedla inyama notshwala nako konke ukudla oku-
ligugu! Mhla ethande imifino isigqili siyayishe-
shisa, mhla ethande umbantshi sivawusheshisa,
mhla ethande ithanga noma yini kufika nge-
sikhathi.

Hayaphenya oJeqe nenduna.
lwePhithi selubekwe lodwa.
shuqulwana esiBoshwe ngesikhumba sembuzi
esishukiweyo kodwa sidatshuliwe. Hasiphenye
bafice amakhubalo nemithi eyizinsizi namafutha
esophondweni lwenyamazane. Bakuthathe lokhu
BakuBeke nganhlanye. Bafune empahleni bangabe
Besathola lutho. UlJeqe akuthathe konke lokhu

Uphonjwana
Bafike esinye isi-
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okuyvimithi akuphathe ngesandla. Induna iyobika
eNkosini abakufumene.

INkosi ithi:

“Hamba khona manje ubize izanusi nenyanga
enkulu.”

Hathi ukuba bafike laba ababili iNkosi ithi
kuJeqe:

“Heka phansi lokho.”
nkulu:

“Landisa laba lomhlola ongiveleleyo.
ngihlezi nje ngibulawa aBendlu yami.”

Wathi ukuBa uJeqe ayibeke phambi kwabo
lemithi isangoma sasukwa amalingozi, saququbala,
sazelula, sagxuma, saya le negceke, sabubula sase
sizishaya phansi salala sathi ja. Sithe sesivuka
sasesikhuluma sithi:

“Imithi emibi le.
laba.”

Inyanga yayihlolisisa lemithi, yafumana ukuthi
omunye owentando, omunye umkhando, omunye
idliso,

Enye okuyiyona iBiphethe lemithi intombi yvayi-
phlik& vathi eyalo. Ikhomba okunguyena eyida-
lulile. Yazishaya phansi le enye ithi eyayo.

Uthando yinto eyisimangaliso ngofa esikhu-
nc‘l‘]eni sokuthi azithathwe ziyoBulawa uTshaka,
efisa " ukubulala 1le angayithandiyo, abone
ukuthi uNdunankulu anakuvuma, uzothi uma
tﬂ(hqna obulawayo ababulawe BoBabili, waye-
sethi akubizwe izikhonzi, zibentathu zivobBiza
ovise beze koMkhulu. Yathathwa leyo mithi ya-
shiswa.

Ku.t‘ne ukuba Bafike laBa abanumzane uTshaka
“'a‘thl_ induna mayibfalandise yonke indaBa
fvenziwe amadodakazi aBo phakathi komuzi
WE} kosi. Yathatha phansi induna yaze vaqeda.

‘f‘)aiphen(.lu]a Bathi:

?ultll\g]&;[iflzitha‘ singathini thina! Izulu eliphe-
: alizenzele elikuBonayo ezinjeni zalo.”
Wathi uTshaka

I6e seyithi kuNduna-

Kanti

Bafuna ukubulala iNkosi
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“Bathatheni abantabenu laba niyobalaya ema-
khaya.”

Nempelake babathatha Bahamba nabo. Kuthe
kungakabinsuku zatshwala kwathunyelwa va-
landwa intandokazi. Lo ongathandwavo, abu-
vange alandwe nempela.

Yakhula ingebe kuTshaka. Lokhu ubehlezi
enevuso lokuthi uvazondwa abakwabBo, nevuso
lokuthakathwa, lesisenzo esivele ngaphakathi esi-
Godlweni samngenisela ukwesaba okukhulu. Wa-
hlala engasakhululekile, esede ethuka ubala nje.
Wangabe esabanawo nomnkamunkamu wokuya
koxoxa nebandla esiBayeni. Izikhulu ezizokhonza
nomphakathi owawuye ujabule exoxa nawo ezempi
waze wenyela. “Uthi imbala iNkosi iphile kahle
nje? Sayintula kangaka sifikile sizoyikhonza.”
Abanumzane Bafuna izinyanga zezingubu nemi-
qgangala namagemfe nazo zonke izinto ezi-
shaywayo, bafunda ezigaBeni ukuba Bahlangane
ukuba bahlanganise lemidlalo ukuze izwakale
kahle. Bathe lapho sebeshayva ngokuzwana, Ba-
bayisa esibayeni, baBasondeza lapho kuzokuzwa-
kala kahle esiGodlweni Behlose ukudoBba iNkosi
ingene ngaphakathi izolalela.

Ithe ukuba iNkosi izwe lemvunge emnandi
vabiza uJeqe vathi:

“Yini le? Kwenzenjani esibayeni?”

UJeqge wathi:

“Izinja zakho NdabBezitha, zizokudlalela, zifisa
ukuba ukuye kuzo uzolalela lomdlalo wazo
omnandi.”

Nempela yaphuma iNkosi esiGodlweni yaya esi-
bayeni. Yalalela, yajabula, loku naBanumzane
nomphakathi usuthe shaye ngaphakathi esibayeni.

Yathi iNkosi:

“Lobu Bumnandi obungaka nanikade ningaca-
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I6andla lathi:

“Silo esimnyvama, kusa kusa.
ukuba singakuthokozisa ngani.”

Sihlala sicabanga

UMdlunkulu ngenhla laphaya usude ujilajila
sengathi ungangena nawo ulalele. Wawucelela
uNdunankulu eNkosini, yavuma.

Abadlali sebeqgedile ukudlala, iNkosi vaba nama-
xoxo nebandla. Kwavuka okudala kokuxoxa
ngezempi. Yabukeka incibilikile. Hathe Bephuma
esibayeni Beya ezigabeni Babejabula Bonke.

Sebephumile abayofuna izingwe zokuguba
umkhosi nabayofuna uselwa olwandle. Kodwa
iNkosi kayikangeni endlini enkulu eyelashelwa
kuyo, nokho amabutho aseqalile ukusondezela
umkhosi, amanye asakha amaxhiba awo. Ukudla
endle kuyakhihliza okunye kuvashuqa. Ngaleso-
sikhathi sekukhona uzungu olukhulu phakathi
kwamabutho asekhulile lokuba sengathi uTshaka
angafa noma abulawe. Amanye asahlala isikhathi
eside engaganiwe ngoba ayejutshwa iyvo iNkosi;
kepha iwalibazisa ngezimpi, ngesinye isikhathi
kuphele unvaka kuyiloku ahamba evohlasela
ebulawa izitha nendlala. Noko wayengekho
owayengaphumisela obala. Abantu Babenyenyeza.
UDingane esede enyenyeza nabangane Bakhe efuna
isu lokubulala uTshaka.

Wathi ehlezi nje engazelele lutho uTshaka, kanti
uDingane nabangane bakhe sebehlose ukumbulala.
Wayengazi ukuthi aseyikuwudlala umkhosi lo
ayeselungiselele abantu ukuba Bawuhlelele, seku-
thunyelwe nezwi enyangeni yakhe ukuba ilungise
imithi yokunyathelisa iNkosi. UDingane use-
hlangene noMhlangana noMbophe ukuba Bamzume
fambBulale. Nembala uthe ehlezi yedwa Bamnge-
nela famgwaza. Lagxuma ighawe elidala, lathi:

“Nibulala mina nje ngeke nalibusa, lohanjwa
zinkonjane ezimhlophe.” EbBikezela ukuthi lo-
buswa abelungu.

ISAHLUKO VI.

Uyeqa uJege

Njengoba insila yeNkosi imbelwa nayo, wanele
wabona nje uJeqe ukuthi iNkosi yakhe sefeyigwa-
zile, sekumelwe ukuba abulawe nxatshana isi-
lahlwa, wafikelwa imicabango eminingi. Owoku-
gala umgondo wakhe ukuba afe neNkosi vakhe
njengoba nasempini wayvelungele ukufa. Loku
iNkosi bayigwaze ntambama, wayvithabatha esizwa
abesifazane, wayifaka endlini nezinyve izinceku
zayo, wayigoqonga, wavembathisa ngengubo yayo.
Bahlalake sebelungele ukuze kulungiswe ingcwaba
layo. Kuthe eBusuku efikelwe isihlambi sobu-
thongo, ngobfa Buyinkosi, noma umuntu elinde
isidumbu wethuka esenquphazela nje, waphupha
udeqe. Waphupha kufike oyisemkhulu, onke
amadlozi akubo ephelele, athi kuye:

“Akukabi sikhathi sokuba uye kwagogqanyawo
Jege, kukhulu izwe lakini osazolenzela kona
kunokuhlabana kwakho uhlabanela uTshaka.

iuku uhambe khona manje ungalindi noma kuze
use.”

\Ya])h;mhunm uJeqe, uthe ephaphama enye
yezinceku yayikhwezela isihlonti soqunga, waciki-
ca amehlo, wacabanga. Wathi enhlizivweni ngizoli-
lalela noma angizulilalela yini izwi lawobaba?
\Ya]:hum:l endlini njengomuntu oya ngaphandle.
L;thli' ephandle umgondo wokweqa wagunya.
L'que angabonakali ukuthi uyeqa, waphuma entu-
Beni engaphethe zikhali, wahamba waye wafika
emfuleni, Wageza enzela ukuba abenendlela
emhlophe njengoba naku esuka esidunjini. Weqe-
%a ngaphesheya wasiphula isiqunga, wahlafuna
Tm{ifmde vaso wakhwifa, esusa wona umnyama
wesidumbu. Weqa ukhalo, wagijima, wagijima
"”W“’!Ol_\lli nalapho eya khona. Kwafika umgondo
wokuthi kuhle ayvodlula ekhaya, wawususa lo-




mgondo ngokuthi funa kubulawe wonke umuzi
layise nxashana eficwe esekhayva. Wathi: “Mangi-
bange ngasolwandle, bavophuza ukungithola, no-
kufuna abayucabanga ukuba ngiyve ngasolwandle.”
Kuthe la kumpondozankomo, engazange ehlanga-
na namuntu, wangena esihlahleni wahlala. Nje-
nzgoba wayesehambe Bonke ubusuku, kwenye
indawo ehamba ngokugijima, wazumeka waze wa-
vuka emini enkulu, kwabe nokulamba sekuthe ngi-
lapha. Wazelula, waphuma esihlahleni, wahamba
sqonda ezinkomeni ayezibona, ziklabile, ziyibanga.
Waqonda ukuthi imizi iseduze, angabona amasimu
uvokweba ukudla. Uthe lapho eseseduze nezi-
nkomo ilanga selibantubahle, wababona abafana
sebeziqoga, nemizi eseyifona eduze namasimu
wahlala phansi waphumula. Kuthe lapha kuthi
hwaqga, wabanga emasimini, loku uwafica
ekhihliza, memfe isiyikhiphile iminyani, kodwa
ingakavuthwa kahle. Wathi ngibonwa yini emfeni
engamakhikhizela! Wafula umbila wawetshatha,
wakhohlwa manje ukuthi uzowosa ngani. Wa-
sondela emzini wabona  ukuthi kuphekwe
emnyango, waququbala Bugamamana nomuzi, baze
fiephula Bangena endlini, wasondela, izinja
zamuzwa, zamkhonkotha wabuvela emuva, wafuna
isu lokuvothatha isikhuni esivuthayo lapho Bekade
bepheke khona. Walandela umoya, zathi zisali-
fele izinja ukunxiba ukudla, ezwa bede bezikhuza
Bethi, “Hame, inani, ayiphume!” Wasuka nge-
likhulu ijubane waziphonsa eziko elisezaleni, lapho
fekade Bepheke khona, wasithatha isikhuni esi-
vuthayo, wahamba wafika phansi komuthi, wabasa,
wosa umbila, wadla wasutha. Waselandela
indlela eyva emfuleni, esefika ephuza. Manje wa-
qala ukucabanga ngezikhali, ukuthi: *“Loku ngi-
hamba izwe linezilwane, angiphethe mkhonto, nxa
ngihlangana nesilwane nasebusuku ngokwenze-
njani?” Waqunga isibindi wathi: “Mangiyokhule-
ka khona laphaya, emzini, ngicele indawo yokulala,
negeke Bangibone ngoba sekuhlwile.”
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Uthe lapho esondela zamkhunga izinja wazi-
khuza, wakhuleka esemnyango. BGambuza ukuba
ungubani uvelaphi? Wazibiza ngelinye igama
wathi: “Ngingowalapha eMatigulu, ngihlwelwe
ngikhulekela indawo.” BHathi:

“Ngena.”

Wangena. Gambuza bathi:

“Isibongo sakho ungowaphi?”

Wathi:

“NegingowakwaQwabe, ngibange ngalapha olwa-
ndle, ngifuna umuthi wokukhipha inyongo, si-
phethwe umkhuhlane ngapha ngakithi.”

Ayike Bamphakela izinkobe embengeni wadla.
Kwathi lapho sekuyolalwa wahamba nabafana
bakhona wayolala elawini lezinsizwa. Bathe
abafana sebekhanyisile sebendlala iso lakhe wali-
beka emgibeni wemikhonto. Wathi nansiya lapha
beyibeka khona! Bamnika isihlandla wendlala,
wathatha isikhumba sembuzi esendlalelwa udaka
ngasemnyango wembatha. Kuthi phakathi kobu-
suku lokhu akalele uButhongo, uququbele nje, kade
elele emini enkulu, wavuka eBezwa sebBehona,
Wanyonyoba waye wafinyvelela emgifeni yemi-
kljwnm wathatha yaba mibili newisa, waphuma
njengomuntu oya kuchama; washaya wachitha.
Uyahamba nomzimba usuqinile esephethe izikhali.
Bavuka qgede Bathi:

“Uphi lomfo okade elele lapha, kanti unjani
uhambisa okweThonga, asavalelisi?”

Bephuza ukubona ukuthi kanti uhambe nje
untshontshe imikhonto yabBo.

F:m\-'a le koMkhulu kuyayaluzwa kufunwa insila
3’?*1\]_“1:# uJeqge. Sekuhlangene amakhanda ama-
ningi kuzolahlwa iNkosi, sekuthunywe nabBantu
kuDingane ukuthi insila veNkosi kayibonwa.
“félthpkuthelu wathelwa ngamanzi uDingane.
Vathi ufuna ukuba afunwe abulawe embelwe
anye noTshaka, funa abBe yisithunzi esifi kuye
e€mbBusweni wakhe, amenzele umnyama omubi.

Wakhishwa iviyo lahlakazeka ngezindlela ezithile
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limfuna. Kwaze kwakhishwa izwi lokuthi akasale
esengewatshwa uTshaka, isidumbu sesiyvanuka,
uJeqge useyobulawa mhla etholwayo.

Kwaba vilanga elikhulu mhla esembelwa uTshaka
lokhu ithuna limbiwe laba likhulu, kwathi eceleni
phansi nalo, kwagunjwa indawo eyanele isidumbu
sakhe ehlezi egogongiwe. Amabutho aselethe
ingwaba yamahlahla nezibonda ezicijiwe izindawo
zombili nezithungo zokubiva. Sekuhlatshwe izi-
nkomo eziningi ezinkulu, sekunuka invama umuzi
wonke, kukhona izinkabi ezilishumi ezimnvama
esezikhethiwe ukuba zelashwe, izikhumba zazo
okuzogqitshwa ngazo iNkosi. Akuvunywa ukuba
kukhalwe lapha esibayeni, amabutho ahubfa ama-
gama amakhulu obukhosi BakwaZulu, ashayva
amahawu. Sekukhethwe izintombi esiGodlweni
ezizophelekezela iNkosi sekukhishwe onke ama-
cansi akhe nemicamelo, nesihlangu nemitsha

vakhe konke okwakuhlala emzimbeni, nezinkamba
zokudla nezinkezo nemikhonto yvakhe.

Sekuqo-
gelwa eduze nethuna. SekuBizwa uNozitshela ne-
zinye izinceku zisondele. IzinkaBi ezimnyama
sezihlatshiwe invanga vazifafaza ngomuthi izi-
khumba, zasondezwa ethuneni; lokhu limbiwe 1aba
visikhelekehle, kwakhethwa izinsizwa ezilishumi
zabanumzane. Sakhishwa isidumbu endlini, se-
simbozwe ngesinye isikhumba salezinkabi ezi-
mnyama, sathathwa amadoda ayisithupha, amane
afike angena khona ethuneni, asemukela, asifaka
kahle egumbini elimbiwe eceleni, kwase ku-
sondezwa uMdlunkulu lowo obfusukhethiwe,
abanye kuwo Behambe Geshayana amadolo, aBanve
bewa phansi Bezikhalela, pho, Banakwe ubani,
bahlatshwa ngamunye ngamunye Bemukelwa
ethuneni. Waphela qede uMdlunkulu kwangenwa
ezincekwini, zahlatshwa, kwasondela abafana, bHa-
hlatshwa. Kwathathwa izikhumba ezine zabBa-
mboza bonke laba kanye nalamadoda amane akade
ehlela isidumbu, wona egwazwa abangaphandle—
bonke laba kuthiwa Bayokhonza iNkosi ezweni
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elizavo. Kwafakwa impahla yonke yayo, kwa-
mbozwa ngezikhumba, izikhumba ezazisalele,
kwase kuthelwa umhlabathi, kugxunyekwa izi-
fonda zizungeza ifipha, kubiywa ngezintungo,
sekufakwa amahlahla aze abe ngangendlu phezu
kwethuna. Asuke onke amabutho aye kogeza
emfuleni ngesiqunga namagxolo omganu.

Simshiyve ephuma emzini antshontsha kuwo
umkhonto uJege. Wahamba njalo wabanga nga-
solwandle. Kuthe emini wezwa kuxokozelwa ko-
munye umuzi, waqgonda ukuthi kuyaphuzwa,
nephango eselizwa, wathi: “Ake ngiphambukele
lapha ngiyocela utshwala.” Ngalesosikhathi abake-
zwa abantu Bakuleyondawo ukuthi iNkosi ifile.
Uthe ethi gaga phansi lapho ibandla liphuzela
khona utshwala, wakhangwa yilaba abBathunywa
ukuba Bahambe Bayofuna uselwa, Behlezi ebandla
bephuza. BHambona gede bBethuka:

“Awu, uJege lo, insila yeNkosi, ubekwa yini
lapha?"

Avi wakhuleka nje Bambingelela wavuma, wa-
bika indlala. Lambiza elinye ikhehla, waphuza.
Izithunywa lezi zakoMkhulu sezide zibukana, zi-
khohliwe ukuthi ulapha nje kwenzenjani. Waye-
sezibiza njalo uJeqe, esethi: “Ngilapha nje ngifuna
nina, iNkosi isithukuthele kade nathunywa kani-
Buyi.”

“Ai, amanga wena wakoMkhulu, sesifune lonke
ugu lolu asitholi lutho. Yikhathi luhlanzayo
uselwa, zisencane.”

Wathi uJeqe:

“Hambani khona manje nami ngiyanilandela
Ngisaphuza.”

Basukela phezulu sebenovalo lokuthi sekuze
kwakhishwa inceku esondele eNkosini, mhlawumbe
sebofike BabBulawe. Bathe Beshona enzansi no-
thalo uJeqe wayekhuphuka nokhalo, wabona
H_kuthi kuzoze kufike izwi lokuthi iNkosi ifile,
Bamdalule ukuthi Bambonile. Nanguya esekhu-
Phuka manje, eselugwema ulwandle, ehamba aze
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ayolala emizini ngaseNyezane. Ukusa kwaBonwa
uye, wakhwela wabanga ngas’Ongoye, uhamba
njalo usephothe imizi waqhela ngayo, valifihla
lonke ibunzi lakhe, yaze yafika phezu kwamashiya,
ukuze nomaziyo angasheshi ukumbBona ukuthi
ubani.

Uthe lapho ephakathi kweziMfolozi zombili,
edovuza ohlongeni, esalahlekelwe vindlela, ehamba
elandela izindlela zezinyamazane, zibuye ziphele,
uthe ethi ghamu lapha kulubala wayekhwela phezu
kweSibejane, umoya utheleka kuso, sesimgamele,
uphonjwana lwaso selumi seluthe ginggo. Wanele
waghamuka nje ohlongeni wezwa sesisho sesithi:
“Be! be! be!” sesimphonsa. Sathi lapho sesi-
gxumile sesicimele, sithi sithatha kanye, wa-
phonseka ecaleni, sathi lanho isidumbu saso si-
gondene naye eduze mpela, wawufaka emhlaBa-
nkomo mahlanze, wangena waphelela sabodla sa-
baleka, akazi ukuthi saye safelaphi. Lapho use-

ngene ehlanzeni elibi lezindlovu, nezingonyama

nezinyathi, kuthimula yonke indawo kumethuka:
imizi kayisekho lapho nendlala isimbulele. Kuthe
kuntambama wafica isinvamu sembaBala silele.
Wasigwaza waphuza igazi laso, wathatha imilenze
yvombili, wafukutha usu nesibindi wahamba. Wa-
Bona ukuthi liyashona wakhwela emthini omkhulu,
onamagatsha asabalele ngokwendlaleka, wazigaxa
kwamabili, imikhonto yakhe wayigximeka ngo-
kudla kwayo emithini, iwisa walibophela egatsheni
ngenotwane walala. Ede ephaphanyiswa uku-
bodla kwezilwane eBusuku, zizwa iphunga
lomuntu. Ayi, nokho, kwaze kwasa engathiki-
nyezwa yilutho ngaphandle kokwethuswa umsindo
wazo izilwane. Kwasa qede wahamba esehamba
efuna uvathi, waze waluthola waluphehla, ecija
isiphehlo ngomkhonto. Wawuthola umlilo wabasa.
wosa amadanda esinyamu asiBulele ngayizolo
wadla, waghubeka. Wayiwela eMnyama iMfolozi,
wadundubala kuMasibe phezulu eMasundwini wa-
fica imizi lapho.

Wangenisa emzini kaMhayi wakwaMkhwanazi,
ntambama lapho liBantubahle. Wemukelwa kwabe
kukhona ukhambana oludliwayo, wasinda. Ba-
mupha isinambathi sesangcobe wadla, walala.
Ulala nje akasalele kahle. Kuthe esaphuza ebandla
enyve indoda yathi:

“Kudlule amadoda amathathu izolo eyobika
eMdletsheni ukuthi uTshaka kasekho, ubulewe
uDingane.”

Enevuso lalezindaba azizwile, wephuza ukulala,
isizungu wasiqedwa yizingane =zidlala umdlalo
wazo wakusihlwa zikhanyise ngezimbaqga. Enye
ithi, “Sakubona! uvelaphi?” Ipendule enye ithi,
“Ngiphuma koMatshekane.” “Wadlani na?”
“Ngadla isinambathi.”” “Singani na?” Sasingomce-
lekeshane.” “ABantu pho?” “Musanje, uvemvane
luyavakasha emagangeni, impunzikazi ithwele
umghele, kayibekeki koMekle!”

Zibuye zikhathale yilomdlalo zigale omunye eza-
zifunda ngawo ukubala ziBeke uhla lwezinhlamvu
zombila, zilubophele ngambili. Ezokuqala ezi-
mbili zime ngazodwa, ibe isibuza enye kwenye ithi,
“Yini le? Yini le?” Ithi enve, “Isalukazi sami.”
“¥Yini le?” “Umgqumankundleni.” “Yinile?”
“Umathabathantshinge.”

Ibe isilususa sekusala ezintathu ezimi zodwa.
[Buyele emuva ibuze ithi, “Yini le?” “Isalukazi
Sami.” “Yini le?” “Umuzi.” “Yini le?” “Uma-
thaﬁathantahinge.” Njalo esezintshingiwe emuva

Weziyisalukazi nomgqumankundleni izikhumbule
ngekhanda ukuthi umuzi. Ize iphambuke ekuBa-
leni kuqalise enye.

Zikhathele vilo, zigale omunye:

Ubani lo?
UNdwendwezana.
Uza kubani?

Uza kuNdwendwe.
Ndwendwe-ni?
Ndwendwe-khweza.




Khweza-ni?
Khweza iphendula.
Phendula-ni?
Phendula ubece.
Bece-ni?
Bece-mkhupha.
Mkhupha-ni?
Mkhupha-nongwe.
Nongwe-ni?
Nongwe-Inogele.
Gele-ni?
Gele-nkuku.
Nkuku-ni?
Nkuku-neganda.,
Qanda-ni?
Qanda-mcosu.
Mcosu-ni?
Mcosu-muntu.
Muntu-ni?

“Gqumelegqini, ayishitshi intaka, ikhehla la-
seMbo elimthuthwana, lifofolozela amabande ali-
shumi. Isiphongo senkehli iva ececeni.”

Uphele lomdlalo wazo zibuye zigale omunye:

Litshe lika Ntunjambili
Ngivulela ngingene.
Litshe lika Ntunjambili
Ngivulela ngingene.

Abafana babe sebethi:

Alivulwa ngaBantu
Livulwa yizinkonjane
Zona zindiza phezulu.

Baphinde njalo 6aze 6azunywe ubuthongo.

Wavuka ekuseni wayvigwema indlela edlula
eMdletsheni wagonda phezulu sengathi uva kwa-
Nongoma. Asazithandisisi izindlela *eziyimendo,
u;«'ede engamula; futhi usenesibindi sokuthi aBa-
ningi lapha abamazi, nokho akathandi ukuba azive-
ze obala ngoba ezinye izikhonzi zikaTshaka zinga-
mbona. Waginisela wadundubala ezinkangala,
wagonda kwaMandlakazi, ehamba emizini ya-
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Waze wabuya
eliphansi ko-

khona elala evukela endleleni.
wavongena ehlanzeni loMkhuze
BHombo.

Yaphela lapho imizi, selihanjwa zilwane ezi-
mbi, izingwe, izingulube, amankentshane, nezi-
mbufe mezindlovu. Wabona umkhava omkhulu
kusakhanya, wakhwela walala. Ukusa kwabonwa
uye wehla emthini, wahamba lathi lapho lifuduma-
layo wayvewela uMkhuze. Uye lo edonsa intabakazi
enkulu yofombo aye alale emizini yakwaMangwa-
zane; laphoke usefike kwabBakhuluma isiSwazi
nesiThonga. Wafika lithule sefedla ihlo6o, ukudla
akaze akweswela. Nokho wathi: “Kuhle ngiqhu-
feke, mhlaumbe lamadoda ayvethunywe ukuyobika
ukuthi iNkosi kayisekho eMdletsheni ayelayiwe
ukuthi aze ahambe engifuna.”” Wehla oBonjeni
waye walala phesheva koPhongolo, oTobothini.

Kuthe kulowo muzi alele kuwo wahlatshwa
umkhuhlane, ikhanda kwaba sengathi lighekezeka
phakathi. Kwaphela amandla, Bathi:

“AsimbBulale, simlahle lomuntu usilethela ukufa
kwezwe lakuBo.”

Bavumelana, Bathi:

“Kodwa kuhle kuyvobikwa kumnumzane.”

Umnumzane wathi:

_"Qha, funa kube sizilethela umkhonto esingawa-
Z1yo, ngahle kube ulandelwa abanye Bakubo,
bafike Bezwe ukuthi waBulawa kulesifunda sa-
kithi. Mthatheni nive nimbBeke ogwini lomfula,
zofika izilwane zimudle eBusuku.”
_ Nembala Bamthatha kanye nezikhali zakhe,
f)‘_;%z_i\'ikel:l ukuthi naBambonayo Bothi wadliwa
Vizilwane ngoBa nansi nemikhonto yakhe ificwe
m_luzu kwamathambo akhe. Kuthe ekuseni wazi-
EIngga waze wafika emanzini, wawaphuza agcwa-
lisa isisy. wayigaba inyongo yvagoboza. Kwathi
damuy, waqala nokubona ukuthi uphi. Kepha
ilman‘(l.];l awekho. Walala wathi ja esihlabathini.

antl 1sihe sokuzala simphethe omunye wesifazane




wakulomuzi abamkhiphe kuwo bayomlahla emfu-
leni. Wathi:

“Konje wazalwa unina nje lomuntu aBamlahla
ezwal”

Wathatha isivambazi ngesicathuywana sokha-
mba, wasifaka phakathi embizeni yamanzi, waba
njengomuntu oya kokukha amanzi. Wambona
esevukile eseqojeme, wafika kuye wathi:

“Muntu wezizwe ngisuswe ukukuhawukela,
ulahlwa uzwa.”

Wamlandisa yonke indaba vokuthi ubesezobu-
lawa kwala umnumzane ophethe isifunda wathi,
aha, kuhle ayolahlwa emfuleni. “Ngikuphathele
nanti iyambazi. Yidla, ngizokufunela amakhambi
ozowaphuza omkhuhlane wakulelizwe, nathi singa-
Bakhona nje kawusishivi. Unawo amandla oku-
finyelela kulowa mkhiwane omkhulu, ikhona kothi
nxa selishona ilanga ukhwele phezulu ulale, ngoBa
izilwane zalapha ziyesabeka, unenhlanhla nje
ngoba ulale lapha kwaze kwasa zingafikanga?”

UJeqe wabonga, kwafika umunyu wakhumbula
unina ekhaya ashiya engamvalelisanga angaziyo

noma usayobuye ambone yini. Wathj:

“Qha, mame, amandla anginawo umkhuhlane
ungidubule kapi.”

Wathi umfazi:

“Woza ngikubelethe.”

Waguga eduze kwakhe. wambeletha waye
wambeka phansi komkhiwane. Wabuye walanda
izikhali zakhe waziBeka eduze kwakhe. Wathatha
imbiza wayigewalisa amanzi wagoduka. UJeqe
esedlile kuthe lapho ukudla sekuqala ukuhleleka
esiswini, wawathola amandla alingene ukufa
akhwele. Waqgonda wathi: “Kuhle ngikhwele
ngisawatholile nje.” Wathatha izikhali zakhe
wazimisa ngomuthi, wathatha amakhambi ashiywe
umfazi, wawabamba ngomlomo, wazama waze wa-
finyelela lapho kukhona indawo yokuhlala. Ama-
khambi lawa wawahlikihla ngezandla ede ewafela
ngamathe, akhothe ujwana Iwawo ayenokuluthola.
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Pho, akalalanga omiyane. Kwaze kwasa ephunga-
na nabo, waze waphumula sekuphume ilanga. Kwa-
fika ubuthongo walala wathi zu, waphaphama
emini enkulu. Wehla wagxoba amakhambi ewa-
phuza ngesandla, wayesethi ntu isisu ngamanzi,
wayiphinda futhi eyigaba inyongo. Wezwa umzi-
mba uba ngcono kancane. Wafikelwa iphango,
lokhu usehlezi phansi komuthi ufihlwe amaxha-
ntela omkhiwane amila ezimpandeni. Kuthe
ntambama wambona umngane wakhe wangayizolo,
ethula imbiza, ekhipha kuyo ucengezana kanti
usamlethele wona umphunga wevambazi. Wafika
wathi

“Unjani namhla mntanami na?"

Wathi uJeqe:

“Akunjengayizolo, into nje amandla awakabuyi
kahle.”

Wamnika
Wathi:

“Ngofika nangomuso ngizokuhlola.”

Wakhwela uJeqe esexoshwa omiyane phansi,
Sengathi fangcono phezulu. Ngelesithathu ilanga
Wezwa esengcono. Wathi noma ephalaza kwa-
Bonakala ukuthi inyongo kayisaphumi njengoBa
kade iphuma. Kwaze kwaphela izinsuku eziyvisi-
khombisa uJeqe esogwini loPhongolo elethelwa
ukudla owesifazane onesihawu., Kuthe mhla efika
nokudla ngolwesishiyvagalombili usuku, uJeqe
wathi:

“Mame, angazi ukuthi ngingakubonga ngithini.
Ngeswele namagama engingakuBbonga ngawo.

gobongelwa uMvelingangi owenza ukuBa ngibe

Ona emhlabeni, nawe wakwenza. Nawe ama-

0zi akini ayvokubeka. Uma soze sibuye sibonane
Cabasimhe kukhona engoBonakalisa ngakho uku-

akazela umusa ongenzele wona."

EJ\\’esifexzarle wathi :

Mmanga, mntanami, nami ngezwa ngifikelwa
dMmunyy, lapho ngiBona Bekwethwele ungakafi,
€¥okudedela nezilwane zasendle. Mhlawumbe

umphunga  wathatha waphuza.
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uma zakudla ngelanga lokuqgala owawulele ngalo
esihlabathini wawungeyukuzwa lutho njengoba
nomivane kawubezwanga ngalolosuku. Uhambe
kahle. Kazi uyaphi.”

UJege wamlandisa yonke indaba
kwaDukuza, nesizathu asuka ngaso.

vokusuka
Wathi:

“Ngifuna ukuwelela kwelamaThonga ngaphe-
sheya koSuthu lapho abakithi bengenakufinyelela
khona, sengokhonza eNkosini yakhona.”

Owesifazane wathi:

“Izindaba zihamba ngokushesha. Izwi lifike
izolo liphuma kwabakwaNvawo GBethi, ufile
uTshaka. Hamba uqinise ungaze ubonwe abakini.
Kodwa kabafiki kakhulu kulelizwe. Kuze kufike
abafuna izinsimba BakwaMandlakazi, nabafuna
imithi. Bafika Bephethe izindondo namasakabuli,
Bathengelane nabakithi ngezinsimba nemithi yaku-
lelizwe. Ungaqgali uhambe ngamandla uvukwe
umkhuhlane. Ukhona umuzi womuntu wakwaZulu
olungileyo phambili, Bokutshela. Igama lakhe ulJi-
vane wakwaGumede, naye wabalekela khona ku-
lelizwe, kubulawa umuzi wakubo aBakwaZulu.
Ngicinga ukuthi uyojabula ezwa umuntu okhuluma
kahle ulimi lwakubBo, ezwe nezindaba zakubo.”

Haxhawulana, Behlukana.

Kuthe lapho selithambeme ilanga nempela wa-
fika kwaldiyane uJeqe. Uthe esakhuleka nje
vahleka yodwa insizwa endala vakwaZulu, vathi:

“OwakwaZulu umuntu ubekwa yini lapha? Ngi-
thi sekuphele iminyaka emithathu ngingambo-
nanga.”

Wathi uJeqe:

“Amanga, mngane, ngiva ngalapha kwelama-
Thonga ngiyofuna imithi.”

Hahlala kwaze kwaswelela emnyango bexoxa

indaBa. UlJeqe wathi:

ukuthi
Wathi

“Nami ngizwa sengisendleleni nje
uTshaka kasekho, ubBulewe uDingane.”
uJiyvane:

“Uthi angafa lowo mthakathi owageda umuzi
kababa? Nami ngilapha nje ngasinda sivinjezelwe
ngabaleka ngaze ngazokhonza kulelizwe. Amukho
owaziyo ukuthi ngikhona ngoba bBabethi Bashaye
Baqothula, kanti mina ngilele esibayeni samathole
ngoba izinkomo zazidle amasimu abantu, ngesaba
abanewethu ukuthi Bazongishaya, kanti ilanga oku-
zovinjezelwa umuzi wakithi ngalo. BHathi bHeba-
gwaza ezindlini ngaphuma esibayeni samathole
ngaphaphatheka. Angazi lapho ngangiya khona.
Anginakukugeda ukuhlupheka kwendlela. Kepha
ngafika neqghinga lokubabisa izinsimba ababenga-
lazi aBalapha, futhi ngacupha izinsimango ngomo-
wane ngaze ngathola umuzi. Ngiyvisilomo ngidlula
abokudabuka eNkosini yakulelizwe. Kepha
uhambe kabi kulelizwe ehlobo, umkhuhlane ku-
muntu ophuma kwelinye izwe mubi. Ungalingi
}lthuzc' utshwala Besundu nobamaganu, uyokufa
myanga ingakapheli., Kodwa ungakadluli kusasa
ngokukhothisa izinsizi zakulelizwe, ezixutshwe
nomhlafathi walapha, ukuze ungasheshi uthole
umkhuhlane.”

Waphumula izinsuku ezilishumi kulowomuzi
uJeqge, elashwa. Kuthe mhla esehamba ulJiyane
Wamhlafisa imbuzi, wahamba ephethe umkhusu
Wayo, wamqondisa kahle nendlela ebange oSuthu
lapha esedlule eNgwavuma.

Pho, wangena kwelamahlanze imizi waze wayi-
thola esesondele eNgwavuma. BHamphatha kahle
lfUIE‘)‘n mizi. Ngangomuso wathi elala wayelu-
bfmu uSuthu Iluguduza emahlathini, ebBona isi-
Rindolo nje sehlanze osengathi vonke imithi iya-
lingana njengoba wayvesokhalweni oluphakemeyo,
dmkhombisa indlela, kepha uthi uJege selokhu
?‘é"{‘l“‘a akazange afike lapho izilwane _zips_:uk_:-l_\'n.

dlela ilukhondwana oluncane ehlathini, aliqala

Uphuma ilanga waze waligeda sekuzoBa yimini
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enkulu. Ehambe ethi, khimilili, ethuswa zinyama-
zane, imihlambi yezingulube zasendle idlula
phambi kwakhe. Izinyala lapho imithi ithe uku-
gqayingana, zime zimbuke, zithimule, zingene ehla-
thini. Akakhulumi ngemihlambi yezindangala eza-
zimkhuza kubande esiswini, namagoqo anele ezwe
iphunga lomuntu nje eduze akhalise okwenja
ikhonkotha, ethuke, akeme. Uyahamba umkhonto
usewukhokhile. ~ Wathi khisi esigodaneni esizi-
shaya udonga, uyaqalaza ngalapha entshonalanga
— ubani lo! Umhuga omdala webubesi ugojeme
phezu kwetshe, ude uphulula amadevu nje ngo-
nyawo. Uthi uvalo lwamshaya kwavimbana izi-
ndlebe, kepha walivivinya ijozi lakhe, waliBuka

ngeziqu zamehlo ibubesi wathi: “Ngothi ngifa nalo

lobe lifa.” Wanele walidlula nje lasuka nalo enhla
kwakhe noma wayengaliboni naye sonke isikhathi
wayelizwa lifohloza eduze nendlela esebeke nje
ukuba likhwele. Pho, umoya uqonde lapho
beqonde khona Benebubesi, utheleka ezinyamaza-
neni umoya walo, kuduma ihlathi lonke zibaleka,
ziBalekela ibubesi, zisuke kwenye indawo BeziBu-
thile ziwumhlambi sengathi kwephuka imithi.
Lahamba ecaleni waze waghamukela obala lakho-
nya laphindela emuva. Uthi uJeqe akazi noma la-
limphekezela noma kwakuthi alikhwele kuye
libuye lizikhuze yini, kepha enye yezinto aze afa
engayikhohlwanga. Ngalelo langa walala emi-
zini ekha amanzi oSuthu. Ulele uzwa izimboma
zikhonya echibini elikhulu eliseduze komfula.
Bamtshela ngezingwenya Bathi: “Uyowela kanjani
ezingwenyeni zas’oSuthu na?” Kwahlwa nje uJeqe
ukuthi uzokwenzenjani. Kanti banazo izik’ebana
ezigoshwe. emithini abBawelisana ngazo, kepha
owezwayo ukhokha inkuku, yena uJeqe kanayo
inkuku. Walala izinsuku ezimbili ngolwesithathu
izinsizwa zaya kozingela wahamba nazo. Kuthe
Besangena nje ehlathini izinja zasusa iPhiva
lenkunzi. Lithe lapho zilisondeza ngakuye,
zalimisa, zakhalela. Esaba amaThonga engazi
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ukuthi zimisa silwane sini. Wasondela uJeqe,
Hamo! Kanti zimise iPhiva! Wasondela lisa libele
ukude libula phansi ngezimpondo lithi lixosha
izinja, waliciba umkhonto wangena enzansi ne-
phango, wadla izinso lahlala ngezinqe phansi,
wathokoza. Zalibamba izinja bezwa selibonga
phansi, basondela bBaliqgeda. Awu, kanti useze-
nzele ugazi kubo, ababulalele inyama engaka.
Kwadlula ilanga laba linye Bamwelisa, Bathi:
“Inyama osibulalele yona idlula izinkuku eziningi.”

Emva le kwaZulu, uJeqe uyafunwa. Sebeke bHa-
wuthola umkhondo wakhe abanye. Bathi ukuBa
bahlangane nezinsizwa ezaziyofuna uselwa olwa-
ndle zabatshela ukuthi “uJeqe wafika kithina
emzini othile, siphuza utshwala, wathi uthunywe
yiNkosi ukuba azosisheshisa noselwa. Kwathi
noma singabaza ukuthi kungaze kuthunywe inceku
nje umphakathi ungaka kwenziwa yini, sabuye
sawuyeka nje lowomqondo ngoBa sicinga ukuthi
khathisimbe kukhona okunye athunywe khona.
Sesibona manje ukuthi wayeqa uJeqe. Pho, ake
niyothathela kuwo lowomuzi lapho sehlukana
khona naye.” Nempela abathunywe ukuyofuna
uJeqe Baye Bayofika kulowo muzi, baBuza nendlela
aphuma ngayo, BaBayalela.

ﬁathe.ukuﬁa baphume kulowo muzi, ehlukana
phakathi: abanye Bagonda ngasolwandle, abanye

Baqonda ngasentshonalanga. Abfagonda ngase-
ntshonalanga bahamba Bahamba Baze Bafika lapho
ayekade elele khona mhla kuzokusa angene ehla-
zeni leziMfolozi zombili. Bafatshela ukuthi nabo
asi}qmldi indlela aphuma ahamba ngayo. Kuthe
sebehambe Befuna bathi: “Qha, amukho umuntu
owayengangena kulelihlanze ehamba yedwa.
Ruhle sikhuphule yona iMfolozi eMhlophe okuyi.
¥ona sicinga ukuthi wahamba ngayo.”” Bahamba
Bahamba umkhondo wabalahlekela nya, bahamba
,*ff‘e Saﬁlllﬂduﬁala ezinkangala lapho kwakhe
abaQulusi manje. Phinde Bezwe lutho ngoJeqe.
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ISAHLUKO VII.

Uleqe kwelamaThonga

Cishu sakhohlwa ukulanda ukuthi laphaya
oPhongolo lapha uJege wayegula khona, kukhona
inja yakuwo lowo muzi eyamejwayela, kuthi lapho
lomfazi owayelethela uJeqe ukudla, eya kuleqe
ihambe naye, adle nokuncane ayishiyele, yaze
vamejwayela, kwathi mhla ehambayo yamlandela
ngomkhondo yaze vamfica, vaba seyiba yvinja
vakhe njalo. Namhla esewela uSuthu yahlamba
eduze kwesikebe yaye yaphumela ngaphesheya.
Amukho omunye umngane kaJege owaba njenga-
leyonja. Yayingasali noma eyaphi. Naye futhi
wayeyvazisa sengathi umuntu. Esewelele kwelama-
Thonga yahlonga imizi eduze nomfula, wahamba
waze wadundubala phezu kwesihlambo somfula
kwaba ikhona ebBona imizi, ezwa nezinkomo zi-
khonya. Uwela nje usesesifundeni sikaNdlebende,
iNkosi ephethe amaThonga lapho. Waya wafika
wakhuleka komunye umuzi, wahlala phansi ko-
muthi. Amadoda asondela kuye abuza ukuthi
uphumaphi, wawatshela ukuthi uphuma kwaZulu
uze kulelizwe uzofuna imithi yokwelapha ngoba
wezwa idumela ngabasuka lapha Bethi miningi imi-
thi. BHamupha ukudla, wadla, walala, kanti useye
wabikwa enduneni, yathuma izinsizwa ezimbili za-
vombika eNkosini le emzini wayo, oseMphandleni
phezu kwechibi elikhulu. BHafika kwaNdlovu wa-
ba welisa khona phakathi kobusuku, Bafika lapho
kuthatha ukusa koMkhulu.

Ukuphuthuma lokhu kwenziwa ukuba Babecinga
ukuthi inhloli, uthunvwe kwaZulu ukuba azohlola
kulandele impi ngoba ukulanda kwakhe kokufika
kwakhe ezweni labo akuBahlaBbanga umxhwele.
Kuthe ngakusasa esedlile esethi useyahamba,
bathi: ““Qha, ake uhlale.” Avike wahlala nezwe
lithulile 6edla utshwala nave. Kuthe kuntambama
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kwakufika izinsizwa eziyisihlanu ziphuma eNko-
sini ithi azilande uJeqe aye kuyo. Zafika zakhu-
luma nabakhona uJeqe engazi ukuthi kukhu-
lunywa ngani. Balala, kuthe ekuseni uJege ba-
mthatha Bamyisa eNkosini.

INkosi imbuze kahle izindaba zakwaZulu. Ayi-
landise kahle, ayitshele nokuthi uzwe esesendle-
leni kuthiwa uTshaka ubBulewe umnawakhe
uDingane. INkosi ithi: “Akukho lutho kulomuntu,
mthatheni nimyise emzini kaNdlovu ambekisise
ukwenza kwakhe nokuhamba kwakhe.”

UNdlovu lo naye akuyena umuntu wokudabuka
ebuThonga, wafika ehamba ngokufuna imithi,
ephuma eMahlutshini, wafika lingafi nkonyane,
wejwayela wayesehlala khona esenomuzi. Eku-
xoxeni Basheshe Bezwana noJeqe, DBejwayelana,
nenja kaJeqe yejwayela idla amasi. UJeqge ke

uliphisi ehamba nabafana endle, ezingela efunda
nokucupha izinyoni nezinyamazane ezincane.
Kuthe ngelinye ilanga kwaBakhona aBayeni be-

zoloBola intombi emzini oseduze nakwaNdlovu.
NakwaNdlovu b6abugayiwe utshwala b6alababa-
veni. Bahambake aBakwaNdlovu beya kubayeni
kanye nenjana yakhe engasaliyo. HBadla utshwala
nenyvama kwathula kwathi du. Kukhona ijongosi
lentombi yeThonga kulowomuzi elihle, lithe klwi
ngothi lomzimba, libince umutsha walo nje okha-
wula phakathi kwamathanga ulingana indawo
yvonke ngemva nangaphambili. Zithe lapho sezi-
gidela abayeni lwamngena uJeqe uthando ngaleli-
vajongosi kwangathi nalo selivamqgedela ngobu-
gagu balo; zithi nxa sezikhala izingubu nemi-
gangala namagemfe, ishaye intokazi yeThonga
ize ifike eduze kwakhe lapho ehlezi khona yenzé
isaga sakubo, imfulathele ibijanise umzimba wayo0
omude. Idlala nje ngoba ibona umuntu wezizwe
engamazi, sengathi ithi: “Ufikile ke lapha kithi
ebuThonga, nampa thina zintombi zakhona!”
Kanti usefile uJeqe! Usede ethi enhliziyweni:
“Kodwa ngingenwa yini, kade ngangihlala esiGo-
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dlweni lapha ngiphakathi kwezintombi zekhethelo
uZulu ephelele, nezigqili ezidliwa empini ezikhe-
thelwa ukuba zikhonze esiGodlweni, angizange
ngifikelwe yilokhu.” Wasondela kuNdlovu wa-
thi: “Ake ungitshele igama lalentombi.” Uthi
uNdlovu: “Uze ukhethe yvona nje ziziningi kanga-
k?l ukwazi igama layo ngani?” Wathi: “Ng‘ilva-
vithanda.” UNdlovu wathi, “Musa, amaThhﬁg‘a
;_tn,s:akuﬁulala. Iqonyiswa umntanenkosi, kodwa
ivamala, mhlawumbe izomvuma yenziwa ubBu-
ngane nje, ayikazingeni izindaba =zokugoma.”
Ithe lapho iphinda yenza umkhuba phambi kwa-
khe wasukuma uJeqe naye washaya owakuBo
k\\‘aZulu_umkhuﬁz-l, bahleka aBabukeli nentombi

levo — uZakhi, lokhu useyizwile ibizo layo.
Kuthe eziyalwini uJeqe wathuma umfana wa-
kwaNdlovu wathi ake ambizele uZakhi. Wafika
ngokushesha uZakhi, wafika wathi: “IBizo lami
uhtghe]wa ngubani ungumuntu wezizwe nje, futhi
ungibizelani ngingakwazi?”’ Akasakuzwa neku-
khulumayo intombi uJeqge, ukhangwa amazinyvo
ayo amhlophe, nezinkophe zayo ezinde, nomzimba
Eﬁllsh(zlelezi sengathi ubugudlwa ngembokodwe.
}_I(:I Kuyazalwa eBuThonga.” Kusho uJeqe.
Wema phambi kwakhe umntwana weThonga
z;\'FLI]gE'El'}]i Lli.l_li. “buka uze ugcine ngefusi olitha-
2. E}i\o 'Ethi. “Ngitshele mfokazi, ungibizelani
kd-_ Wazilahla amathambo uJeqe wathi, “Ngi-
urfnzeh‘z ukuba ngikutshele ukuba ngivaku-
u‘dn(la. " ['ntombi vathi, “He! He! He!” Imhleka
U?]l:illljta é}iﬂilldﬁd ‘Ba ?  Ungowaphi wena othi
B ity mmn g sneis
Bt e 1¢. th{].- ..”(u a u .u_w.e kln: kwa-
ew u]ed u c:l‘ e a yangena emshungwini waba-
B k‘-vl.(?]\?”\\cj.ﬁléﬁ inja }"akhe wagoduka_ waya
o d;l_( ovu h]dl)ha' abek\\"ﬁ khona yiNkosi.
ecafan s Ilen luT»e aiekllfe‘ ng()éakhl. us{ehamba
Bmnt v, c“_lt;tr;t:mlo uthi: Koc{wa ngithanda
: u lokhu anginayo nenkuku

Yodw.
'a ](._. - e £ o - H x
: khona uma engivuma ngingamlobBola
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Konje lisu lini engingathola ngalo izi-
Yeka ezami engazixoshiswa uTshaka
kwaZulu! Intombi le yona ngiyaBona ukuthi
ngeke ingehlule uma sengiyisukile ngempela.
Kepha ngihlushwa vilelizwi engilizwe ngoNdlovu
ethi yeshelwa umntanenkosi. Kodwa anginakuze
ngiyiyveke noma kunjani, naye insizwa uyazeshe-
lela, aku ngoduso yamuntu.”

Uthi esacabanga lemicabango kufika ulNdlovu
ephuma khona kubayeni, uthi uNdlovu, “Kunjani
Jeqe uwubonile umdlalo wabBasha Bakulelizwe?”
“Ayi, indaba angiyidli Ndlovu! Umdlalo ubu-
muhle kakhulu, kodwa okuhle kakhulu engikubo-
nile uZakhi.” Athi uNdlovu, “Ayi bo, kususe lokho
enhliziyweni yakho. Azokubulala amaThonga
nxa uzokhulumisa leyongane. Baningi ababeyi-
fisa, kodwa kwathi ukuba yveshelwe umnta-
nenkosi Bayeka.”

UJeqe athi, “Naye woyithola ngamandla akhe,
anginakuyeka intombi enjeya ngiyiyekele omunye
umuntu engeNkosi, ngoba ezalwa yiNkosi nje,
nentombi ingamgomile; ngefung’uTshaka ngeke
kwenzeke. Iyothi ingangigoma ngeqe nayo.”

Athi uNdlovu, “Njengoba kade ungilandisa nje
ngokuhamba kwakho, uhambe uhlupheka uyacinga
ukuba ingane yabantu le wohambe ulala nayo
emahlathini kuze kuse ibodlelwa zilwane! Futhi
nxa weqa lapha kawuboni ukuba uyongibeka icala
njengoba yathi iNkosi angikubeke?” Athi uJeaeé:
“Khona uma ngisemzini wayo ngingeqe? Hangaze
Bakubeke icala ngalokho? Akukho lokho; ngithi
futhi Bangajabula nxashana Bezwa ukuthi ngisu-
kile kulelizwe lakuBo. Njengoba silapha nje
nantuya uBombo, singahamba nayo ebusuku siye
silale phansi kwalo, kuyasa sidundubalela eSwas
zini.”

Athi uNdlovu, “Uthi imbala uyalazi izwe lalas
pha, uthi ungahamba wedwa nomuntu wesifa:
zane: awazi ukuthi kuhamba izindlovu nezimpisk
nezibejane namankentshane? Yena uZakhi uya

ngani?
nkomo?

kwazi lokho. Noma engakuthanda akanakuvima
ukuba neqe naye ebusuku.”
K.uthe? ekuseni ngangomuso uJege wanele wa-
\‘uka_ nje wabiza umfana kaNdlovu' owelusavo
wathi, “Hamba uyve kongikhombisa lapho '/,ik.haT
!\'hmm amanzi izintombi zakulowamuzi eBesikuwo
izolo. Ngizofike ngime ngasemfuleni uhambe’
wena uye ekhaya kubo, ufike uthi kuyo, “Kukhon&’
11'_huni.u okulindele emfuleni, \'intn‘mhazana .\'zi—‘
k]_.t.hi ifuna ukukhuluma nawe.” Nembala uJéq‘e
abange ngasechibini lapho kukhiwa khona amanzi,
umfana aqonde ekhaya afike alibale nabanye a-lf'la:
fana, Bosa inyama bedla, kwaze kwaba visemini
engakakhulumi noZakhi. Ayi, nokho, x\'.zlmtiwla
ithubana, Behla naye BabBanga emfuleni. .I'the-
ukuba afike emfuleni wahleka wafa uZa‘kh'i.-'
\\‘ulhi. “Uye udadewenu lo ongibizile? Beka \\'en:{
muntu wakwaZulu awulungile neze, uzofundisa
1zingane zakithi amanga. .
“Noma ebethe ngiBizwa nguwe Bengizokuza
nje ukungixoxele izindaba zezwe lakini. Uyazi
Iu]f:}lrl_ha\\'e ngibuthanda kabi esibuzwa ngama.iﬂh‘n
zn;ni:{ ,I\‘la,phfl_kithi I{El,\’Flnv'le amagwala nje. ‘Ake
eth]_.tﬁzli(‘e.m:e:rokat]w;;]. Washo eitllula ehlaBathini
) 3 2 1 A A 5 . e £ . L =
anda izindaba (?J;Iilr}lir{ljwlih];f{lr:':\n(u‘:i BIUI:'1 '“ did: \'\"“-
€sho nalapha way i (h er Waglandia
.o aphe ayegwaza _k ona. Wayilandisa
hhokuhuizlla kwakhe isibejane evedwa. Esethe
ehle umlomo uZakhi! : N

‘_\r o - i s . . T . . i
= Voi-m‘d sekufika imizwa yokumejwayela wathi,
{uza ekhaya ngomuso uzesixoxela zonke izi-

ndafg. v
daby ezinkulu zakwaZulu.”
uka,

. . Ve i
ku};{:}tl}élllen‘r‘lhz:_y\\"(‘nn udeqe, “Angingayixini ngo-
ﬂggtlr;_" cl.\‘;K‘_‘ILglf'lbe'.ll]e 1lnxelia_ gngizokm'ilmemt
Zak\\'a'/’,ulu lti lhd ]I/%ln(]ﬂ.bél eziningi zobBughawe
e k \.EN wa ekushiva k_rsnl(e akwazivo ngo-
6 e udﬁzm‘tu amakhosi akhona. Wathike,
I Inxeba engizokuyingena ngalo.”
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Bahamba futhi ngelanga elilandelayo, uJeqe
wathi, “Angifuni ukuya ekhaya, hamba uyibize
ive emfuleni.” Kwadlula isikhashana waghamuka
nayo umfana, ivunule iconsa ngalelolanga, ifake
ubuhlalu Bayo nesigege sayo sobuhlalu, itebisile
ngemuva, yagcoba amafutha wonke umzimba.
Wahluleka nokuxoxa indaba udeqe, egcwele
uthando sengathi angade eyibuka nje. Kanti
uyingobe khona izolo, iside imbuka ngokukhopho-
za noma wayengumuntu ojwayele isifazane nje-
ngoba wayegalisa ukugqomisa nokho akakhohlwa-
nga ukuthi isizabalazile nje iphelile; isiyenza ubu-
ntombi ukuba kungabi sengathi iBihlalele phezulu.

Manje wagila imikhuba ukuba ingenwe uthando,
elinganisa ukulwa kwezinsizwa agxume abeke
phezulu, eqe amangqabanggeshe, ayikhombise na-
manxeba lapho bamgwaza khona eQhudeni kodwa
angasho ukuthi paBeyontshontsha izinkomo. Lapho
uZakhi esede engekuza ikhanda, kokukhulu uku-
Waze wathi uJeqe,
“Uma wawungumlisa Zakhi, wawuzohlafana.”
Wathi, “He! Uthini Jeqe, mina!” Waphakamisa
izingalwana zakhe wafumbatha isibakela wathi,
“Ngangoyishaya ngiyilahle phansi insizwa.” Wathi
uJege, “Xhawula kulokho.” paxhawulisana, wa-
siBamba isandla, wayibuka emehlweni wathi,
“Ngitshele, Zakhi, uthini ngami na?” Wathamba
umzimba kaZakhi, wazilahla izikhali aBeziphethe
uJeqe, wamgona, wamphulula ehlombe; kwehla
izinyembezi kuZakhi, angazaziyo ukuthi ezo-
thando, noma ezomunyu, noma ezovalo ebond
ethambela umunta wesilisa ngohlobo olunje:
futhi BesaBonene isikhathi esincane kangaka-
Waba namahloni wathi, “Ngiyeke ngigoduke, uzé
ufike lapha emfuleni ngomhlomunye.” Bagodukd
uJege nomfana nenja. Daze pashona ezihlahlent
ebabuka uZakhi, ehamba kancane, uthando ngo”
Jege selumeqge ikhanda.

Bahamba endleleni lapha umfana uthi,“Iyaku
thanda impela lentombi, idume yonke imizi ¥&

thanda izindaba zobughawe!

kithi ukuthi ayivumi nokuba umuntu ayinamathe
flges'ar}d_lq.” “Uthini mfana na?” kusho uJeqe

‘Ngiqginisile impela, akubeke ngemuva nansiya isa-'
beke ngalapha.” ‘“Thula mfana sobona ngomhlo-
munye gkub’a iyothini njengoba ngibizwe yiyvo.”

‘ Lwafika olungaliyo, olwanqunywa uye ‘uZakhi.
baphun_"la ekhaya oJege, nomfana nenfa, beqgonde
lapho zikha khona amanzi. Uyengena uJeqe uku-
tshela izinsizwa zalapha kwaNdlovu, uNdlovu
}'e_dwa amtshelayo. Wesaba ukuthi funa zimonele
1=31dI.eke sakhe, imukele ingakabeki namaqanda
Umfana lo uyalwa futhi-futhi ukuba avale umlomc;
wakhe_ nga]endaﬁa. Bathi befika nje zazifika izi-
1}!.91111)1 zizintathu, kunguZakhi nodadewabo a[ida-
]fz;l]lnhdlgidali ;}sz(]ﬁ-ye' UbBughalaghala Buphelile
dadew‘aBJoL_ uZakhi, esede ethanda ukubaca ngo-
- f%l.(hul_umeke udadewabo kaZakhi omkhulu athi

Enbo buthele_zi, silapha nje sinodadewethu, si:
gi};‘._lekfezele._u?jakhi njengezwi alikhipha kuwe
lak]hsue ufike lapha namh‘lz‘l azokutshela izwi
e Lf{ I}Tgane le yakwethu isivakuthanda Buthe-
il-{llu'.;ikep‘-a n.gomthet.ho walapha kithi ayinakuze
Ukuth‘e _1f>_a'1_1dla sayo sokunene, isivuma impela
Uhl'n’l isivintombi yakhf_) ngaphandle kokuba
isipch;a'ero.fl_adewaﬁo ngobuhlalu noma ngesinye
akunikd )gnilthan.da_\_-'o. simvumeleke uZakhi ukuba
ﬁuthpl? _Ibandla sakhe sokuvuma. Hamba ke
usuﬁu.t;,]zi.]ulande ubuhlalu bfethu, wothi nxashana
ey olile uthumele umfana lo azositshela,

h?.‘);tlela indawo esohlangana kuyo.”

_, Tho ngize ngihambe singaxo.ltanga noZakhi
Bil](illml_‘_ﬁanu na?"” “Ayi, mkhwenyawethu, thin-;

€ll sthamba ngomthetho. Usengowakho otha-

nd\‘;@n’ . z
.Vent, awusadingi ukuzihluphe ’ :

= i, kod =
esikushoyo kugala.” Wi wake feza

qi‘l.{:':idh:llxl‘:};‘}‘ sz.ham—ba oJege nomfana nenja. Kwa-
R I:}nf;_ ul\ukhu%uma‘. uJeqge esathule eca-
ki 7 _..n‘) ana wathi, “Ziyahlupha lezintonjana,

a kwazo, Esezethuka ethi okuthize kwathi,
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Uthi: “Uyazi Jeqe, — Al nami angithi ‘Buthelezi’
__ zilithathaphi leligama ezikubiza ngalo? Uthi
uyazi lapha ubBuhlalu ezibufunayo siyoye sibuthole
khona? Lobuya obufana nobabubincwe uZakhi
mhla evunule kakhulu. Sohamba ilanga lonke
sibuye ngomuso sesikade silele kweminye imizi.
Bengingathi wabubona amagobolondo eminenke
vasemachibini aseduze nolwandle amancane, ama-
nye ahungqu, amanye amhlophe. Daye Bathathe
usinga Bawahlele kahle entanjeni yosinga bBenze
umgexo, Bathi nxa Befuna ukwenza umutsha Ba-
thathe amancane kakhulu pawathungele ngenta-
mbo abe isigege, noma ngefosi lembabala elishuki-
weyo. Yiboke ubuhlalu Bakithi lobo Jeqe. Kazi
ezakini zibinca oBunjani.”

Lapho uJeqe usejabula kabi ukuzwa izindlela
zokuthola ubuhlalu ngoba ekuhlwile nje ukuba
uzobuthathaphi. Athi, “Uhlakaniphile mfana, aso-
vuka sihambe sive khona. Okunye lokhu okubu-

zayo siyobuye sikuxoxe.”

Wafika ekhaya gede uJege wacela ukuba bBa-
mphekele isinkwa wathi uya ngapha olwandle
lapho kuphenduka khona uSuthu selubeke enya-

katho. Nempela pamphekela, wavuka nabangane
fakhe, umfana nenja ekuseni Bbahamba. Hafika
khona emva kwemini enkulu, sefeke Basinda ko-
munye umuzi Badlula kuwona kuphuzwa batha-
tha amathamo bBadlula.

Hafika Bawacosha amagobolondo eminenke,
amancane kakhulu namakhuywana ezinhlobo ezi-
ntathu zombala. Agcwele imbenge ababeyiphe-
the, Baphenduka ntambama baye balala kulowo
muzi abadlula kuphuzwa kuwo; isinkwa sabo Basi-
gedela emfuleni. Umnumzane akhiphe ukhamba
oBelusele, Baphuza bBalala Besuthi.

Ngokufika kwabo ekhaya ngangomuso, acele
amantombazane akwaNdlovu athi awamenzele imi-
gexo emihle ibe mibili ngalobuhlalu. Avuma
amantombazane, akhipha inhlizivo vesineke, enza

imigexo wathi lapha eseyiBuka isiphelile uJeqe
wagxuma ukujabula. i
Washeshisa umfana ukuba ayvobikela izintombi
ukuba uselungile. Zafike zathi, “Sesohlangana
11Taye emfuleni lapho kukhiwd "khona amanzi ”
Ngalelolanga uJeqe wacela izintombi ezimbfli
zak}vaNdlovu ukuba zibaphelekezele bBenomfana
nenja. Wayengasesabi ngoba Base bBazi Bo;ke
]f\\'aNdlcax'u ukuthi uqonyiwe. Bahamba Ju[iuh]aiu
_h}lsembengeni iphethwe enye yezintombi zakwa-
Ndlovu. Bafika Bahlala phansi komuthi ehlaba-
U}_]Hl. _Laqh_amuka ngalelolanga ziyisihlanu ngave
l.?/;akhl. Zafika zema phambi kwaBo, yathi enkulu
g:t%{{\\:a].\ldlm-‘u, “Hlalani phela nmkho-s.azana sixoxe
m_\tlxii Bahlala, wayesekhuluma wuJege ethi:
% 'd. losazana, nansi impahla yenu, sengifike
nayo, 1ser_11bengeni lapho kthami‘le.” Waveseyi-
khipha njalo uQhamile wasemaNdlovini wav\-'i[‘); 'Ak'
ph'am‘bi kwazo izintombi. o
Zabonga zancinciza zathi, “UbBani lo onesu
El(];;l-e lgang‘f‘ilfa lokwenza ubuhlalu na?” W athi
k\v;i?g?f;g%‘: {)hellzl;\'e yithi nodadewethu ekufikeni
“ﬁ(—!k'{de, Boe\? Ok e[l(homba oJe_qg nomfana nenja.
zit}“‘ | ye “o‘)ucosha ogwini loSuthu.” Zase
\ii‘lzmt(}mbx, S_uka phela ubonge, Zakhi.”
“-'an‘u(l\:a,?rhg u‘r?’,a}'(gu ‘:\'a;.-'a phambi kukadJeqe, uJeqe
L a, hax awulisana, .u:que waqaBula isa-
e nlﬁg@lk}n. zezwakala izintombi ngephimbo:
b_mgama'l‘honga akwaSotshangane =
Y‘lthi laba bakoSoxaka, G
%rl:\t';;l_u]lvunm wena Buthelezi,
it « TR, Sl L
Zaze za}'uzi?ﬂﬁifusmfk‘?ﬁ’ ishe i
zihlel; phons 7.;‘ ‘k ae:n},d. '1 zishaya md!amu
Olilﬂn‘u'/-a_khi‘" _.l pe sukuma, kwaqala lona ubijane
A , \\a'Ehallla kahle ngesu, “Yithi laba
DakoSoxaka. Yacakafula intokazi B
afula intokazi yakwabo,

IFem;
o 5E 1 ‘ . T« 3 1
a karncane ngekhanda, ilandelisa ngonyawo

Igamg - .
12: “YVithi l1afa B a 7
iinm( : l,‘-,‘““ laba BakoSoxaka. Zadlala kwa
LIl g 71 L o
zah],u:‘i‘] izintombi kwasuka nelezi zakwaNdlovu
L* 2 < ALt >l . T 2
gana nazo zitsho: “SingamaThonea akwa
= + 5 « o=
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Sotshangane.” Enye yagijima yvaya ekhaya yabuya
nesiphongwana sigcwele utshwala, Baphuza, kwa-
bakuhle kwabanjeya. Kwathi ntambama Bago-
duka, kwasala uZakhi noJeqe nenja. Baze Bahlu-
kana lishona; oJeqe nenja Bagoduka.

Pho, kuthe ngangomuso uJeqe wathatha umfana
wathi: “Hamba ungibizele uZakhi aye endaweni
vokuhlanganela.” Nempela bafika kanyekanye
endaweni yokuhlanganela. Wakhuluma uJeqe
wathi: “Uyabona ngahamba ngizobulawa kithi
ngiggitshwe neNkosi, engakube loBukhosi Botha-
ndo Iwakho angizange ngisabuBona. Kanti ngi-
hlaliselwe lezizinsuku ezinhle kangaka. Kepha
kuhle sicabange isu lokuba ngithole izinkomo zo-
kuloBola. Mina angilalanga kusihlwa ngicabanga.
Nakhu engikuthole emcabangweni. Celani nino-
dadewenu nithi niyosika incema ngalapha oSuthu,
mina ngofika ngicoshe ubuhlalu uyongenzela Bona,
ngithengise ngabo, imigexo emibili yimvu. Ngo-
buye ngithwale incema ngiyothenga izimbuzi ne-
zimvu eSwazini, ngibe sengithenga izinkomo, nge-
zimvu nezimbuzi ngikuloBole.” BHavumelana ku-
lelocebo. Kwadlula izinsuku ezimbili 6ahamba
baya ngasogwini oJeqe noZakhi nodadewaBo
nenja. Ngokufika kwabBo ogwini, BaseBenza nga-
mandla bBede bGebuya Bezolala emizini eseduze
hogu. Waze wafikelwa ubBumnandi Bothando
uZakhi wagamba igama:

“Ngeke zingikhohle

Lezinsuku ezimnandi Jeqe,

Sicosha amagobolondo

Ogwini loSuthu.

Jege zimnandi lezinsuku sicosha

amagobolondo

Ogwini loSuthu.”

Leligama elaganjwa uZakhi ethakazela uku-
thandana kwabo noJege. Yayithi nxashana isili-
YUuma intokazi yakwaBo asuke adakwe uthando
UJege, akhohlwe na ukucosha amagoBolondo ese-
lokhy ebukana nobijane lwakhe.




Emva le indodana yeNkosi eyeshele uZakhi ithe
ukuba izwe ukuthi nempela uZakhi uligomile
iZulu yathukuthela yathelwa ngamanzi yathi:
“Ngeke ngitshele nobaba ngoba uzokwala simbu-
lale. Wabiza izinsizwa zaba lishumi zahloma
zaphelela, kwaba uye lo weshumi nanye. Banikela
khona endleleni eqonde ngasogwini, falala emzini
osekusele iBangana elincane bafike kulo okulala
khona oJeqe nentombi yakhe nodadewabo we-
ntombi yakhe. Umnumzane wafike uMntwana
wambambela ithole eliBomvu, Balihlaba khona ku-
sihlwa Badla eyokosa, wathi, “Anovuka niyipheke
ngoBuya ngiyidle ngisaya ngalapha oSuthu.”

Kuthe la kufudumala ilanga Bababona Bobatha-
thu, oJeqge noZakhi Becosha amagobolondo udade-
wabo esika incema. Waphenduka uZakhi wathi,
“Kushwaqa unwele, yini, ngithi sikhona isilwane
esibi esisibukayvo. Sondeza izikhali zakho kuwe
Jeqe, nazi izimbokodwe ezimbili sengizicoshile,
nami ngokwelekelela.” Aligwinyanga uZakhi,
wathi ephenduka ethatha imikhonto yakhe emi-
6ili nehawana elincane elivikela amathupha ku-
phela noboko zase zilapha izinsizwa zikaNdle-
Hende.

“Mina kuthi-kuthi!” zimethuka uJeqe. “UBani
othe woza lapha nalezingane?"” Wavimba uZakhi
ngaphambi kwezinsizwa wathi: “Buzani kimi,
yvimi engithe akasiphelekezele size lapha.”

“Suka wena asikhulumi nawe.” Bamchiliza.

Lapho udadewaBo usethe galo yephuka ebfange
kulomuzi abalala kuwona. Waba uyazabalaze
uZakhi zamsunduza izinsizwa zasondela kuJeqe.
Lapho uselikhokhile uJeqe iklwa lakwabo. Inja
vakhe isiyaveva lapha eceleni kwakhe. Owoku-
gala owaphakamisa umkhonto ethi uyathatha ku-
Jege, vayisimphethe isinene inja, uJege weqa,
umkhonto wagwaza isihlabathi, nenja inamathele
esineneni yvamhlalisa phansi, uJeqe wayethokoza
kulowo obesecaleni engakazeleli lutho, washo
wathi:
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“Ngadla ngenkomo yakwéthu, ngadla mina
Jege onjengempisi,”

Kwavuka usinga oludala. Zamfica izinsizwa.
Enye yamgwaza esihlakaleni umkhonto wakhe
wawa phansi. Wayesefikile uZakhi lapho ithi
ayimgedele, wabasa ngembokodo enhlafunweni
vawa phansi insizwa, kanti inja ngalaphaya ama-
thumbu isiwadilizele ngaphandle. Yabona ukuthi
isimehlulile yamshiya yahlangana nomntanenkosi,
imbangi kaJeqe, yayisikhwela kuye ngemuva,
amazinyo yawafaka kuye entanyeni yamwisa, va-
fika insizwa yathi ivaqgeda enjeni kanti iyihlaba
esicutshini somlenze, yakhala inja kanti isimenze
kabi umntwana lapha emsundulweni. Kwafika
enye insizwa yalifaka laphelela iklwa esifindini
senja, yaphela khona lapho. Usede evika nje
uJeqe, asenawo amandla okulwa, Pamgwaze esi-
hlakaleni, bBamnquma umsipha. Sekulwa uZakhi
vedwa, naye alwi lutho ngaphandle kokuba ede
evikela uJeqe, ema phambi kwakhe lapho Bethi
bayamthatha ngomkhonto, kepha umntwana uba-
laye kakhulu ukuthi Bangamthinti uZakhi. Uthe
esabeke laba abaphambi kwakhe kwavela enye
insizwa yamuthi hlwi, yamphonsa laphaya, bathe-
i}"kake kuJeqe, bBamgingga phansi. Basheshe
bamshiya esalele ethe ja, Baphuthuma umnta-
nenkosi osede efikelwa izinxi zokopha lapho
i:‘l!_ll]}'\\'@ khona yinja. Abanye seBebambe
uZakhi phansi. Haphuthuma ukumethwala
lll.-\Inl\\'ana bamsondeze ngasemanzini, BHade
Bemphuzisa amanzi, bemgeza amanxeba nge-
khambi elingamula ukopha.

Esikhungweni lapha abalele phansi, uJeqe nenja
;‘a!;he. nensizwa egwaze uJege ngomhlanganiso,
Insizwa ebotshozwe isisu yinja, nensizwa eshaywe
l]/.:i_khi ngetshe. Bazithatha zonke izidumbu lezi
Baziyisa kulomuzi lapho Bekulala khona oJeqe
Ilﬁff.r[ja viwona owawuseduze kuneminye. Balwa
NoZakhi engavumi ukuhamba baze Bambopha
1Zandla nezinyawo, Bamenzela uhlaka lomhlanga,
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pamthwala ngalo. Ethi: “Niyibulele indoda yami,
kuhle ningifulale ningimbele nayo.” Abanasihawu
naye uma nempela kwakuya ngabo babeyomgwaza
fakhokhe lensizwa ayibulale ngetshe. Pho, Babazi
ukuthi ukubulala uZakhi kungaba elikhulu icala.
Baphuthuma uMntwana, wafike wakhothiswa izi-
hlungu, waboshwa ngemithi emanxebeni enja,
famlalisa kwasa engcono, kwembiwa ithuna Ba-
gqitshwa labo abafayo; oJeqge nenja basala khona
esigcawini. Kanti umkhonto lo ababethi umqede
nya uJeqge, awungenanga ebubendeni, wahlangana
nethambo lesifuba wawusugwegwesa ungena uthi
ukughephula iphaphu enhla nalo. Elinye inxeba
ngaphandle kwelalisesihlakaleni lalisethangeni.
Kuthe lapho kufika umoya wokusa obandayo, wa-
qabuka uJeqe, kepha engenamandla okuvuka noku-
hamba, kepha ukoma sekuthi nginawe qgho. Wade
ezama egingqika, umlenze usubuhlungu kabi uvu-
vukele; kepha ukomela amanzi kwamenza ukuba
anyamezele ubuhlungu obukhulu, waze wafika
eduze nechibi, wabona ukuthi angasondeli kakhulu
echibini ngoba nakhu unuka igazi izingwenya zi-
zombBamba nomkhonto wokuzixhakalaza uwushiye
lapho eBelwa khona, wayesephanda ngesandla
sokhohlwa ade ethola isichibana econsisela emphi-
njeni, kwaze kwenela. Manje kwaba yikhathi
ecabanga ngoZakhi, wakhala izinyembezi wathi,
“Ngizofela lapha esihlabathini., uZakhi nginga-
mboni!” UBuhlungu benhlizivo 6ababukulu,
waze wafikelwa isihlambi sobuthongo walala.

ISAHLUKO VIII.

USithela ufica u‘lvqe-

Kwaku usuku lokuBa uSithela umfundisikazi
wezinyanga nezangoma zaseBuThonga ephumile
esighingini sasolwandle ezofundisa abafundi fakhe
imithi engamakhubalo namakhambi engekho esi-
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ghingini. Ugwedlelwa abantu ababili emkhunjaneni
omncane, abane abefunda ubunyanga. Ha, lapha
kulele khona uJeqe yilapha umkhunjana uzophu-
mela khona.

BGathi Bengakaveli laBa abasemkhunjaneni Ba-
bona kuvuka amandla kuSithela, ebeja eBusweni
efubula ebodla, wathi, ' '

“Ikhona into esizoyibona, gwedlani niginise,
ukhona umuntu osebBunzimeni, amakhosi athi ma-
ngi_\'_v”konmiza. Sigongwane, letha lapha isiBuko
sami.

_USiqongwane, itshe elinesibuko lapho uSithela
e-bt_:ka khona yonke into, waliletha. Wayesethi:

“Ha, nangu umfana, ulele ezibukweni sengathi
tmanmr_lxe[in. Ngibona igazi kuye, nansiyva inja
nayo igwaziwe, kukhulu obekwenziwa lapha.
Gwedlani nigonde kulesiya sighingana niphume
entshonalanga kwaso.”

! fenza njengoba Beyaliwe yinyangakazi enkulu.
Nembala Bathe Bethi ghamu, nanguya umuntu
({t[tnw:;uluzile ogwini. “Donselani khona Banta-
bami.” Idevu lomkhunjana lasigqula isihlaBathi
sogu, eduze nalapho kulele khona uJeqe. Behla
Bakhipha intambo nogojwana olucijileyo Balugxu-
meka esihlabathini, wema umkhunjana wehla no-
Sithela; wasondela wabona ukuthi akakafi lomu-
ntu, wasondela wamecingisisa, wagoqongana, wa-
luleka, wabuncana, wajuluka, wema wamjolozela
emehlweni. Bezwa uleqge ekhala snrn;:a‘thi ku-
hunu_ okumethusile. Lapho uSithela wamBamba
Wamcindezela phansi, uJeqe wathi, “Musa ukungi-
ul;.]_u. ngiyeke 60! Lapho umuntu useBona
f‘gf-.-xuulelin zomlomo kaSithela ukuthi Bakhona
:lil{’vhulmna ~ nabo. Washo  kakhulu  wathi,
\_wlilk;t_f '\u]?'a!" Qinggo n.g(.-sinqe u.luqt_a! Wa-
3 :LII]I. kulaba ahamba nabBo, “Thathani indeBe
at.;::}f:. 'nvlk.he uman_zi_ nilethe lapha.” Wamphuzisa
‘I_tm/.i agewala isisu, wamshiva naBagwedli afa-
M1 waya ezihlahleni efundisa izinyanga imithi.
Muva lapha emkhunjaneni uJeqe usenggebelekile
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exoxela aBagwedli impi yakhe yayizolo, esethi,
“Basinde ngoba bBasheshe Bangijiyeza esandleni,
Bengizobageda ngefunga uTshaka. Kazi intombi
vami Bayenzenjani! Nxa Gengayibulalanga ngeke
Bayithole, ngoze ngiphile ngiyoyithatha ngezikhali.
Hona bBathi ngifile abazi ukuthi ngingumafavuke
njengedangabane. Ngizwe sekumnandi izolo ngo-
mhlanganiso wokuqala, ngakhumbula kithi kwa-
Zulu, kwasuka usikisiki lwempi, kwathi lapho
ngithi ngizobageda abafokazana bangijiyeza.”
Kuthe ntambama wabuya uSithela nezinyanga
zakhe ezine. Bathe Beseyibangana uJeqe wathi,
“YiBaphi laba?” Abagwedli Bathi, “Kanti awu-
mBonanga yini okusindisileyo na?” “Qha,” kusho
uJeqe. Bathi: “Uyeke lo ozayo, iNkosazana

uSithela, umphathi wesiqhingi sezinyanga, owazi
konke okufihliweyo.”

Uthe efika nje uSithela wayethi, “Thathani lo-
mlisa nimfake emkhunjini, sihambe ilanga seli-
qhubekile.” Bamt’at’amisa uJeqe, bamfaka emkhu-

njini, Bamonyula uthana olubambe umkhumbi,
fakuphonsa phakathi kanye nentambo, bagwedla
sebebuyela esighingini. Uthule uthe nya uleqe,
yilokhu esamangaliswe ukubona lo owesifazane
olalelwa kangaka nohlonishwa kangaka abesilisa.

Bahamba emt’at’eni wolwandle okude kugqubuka
kuwo izimvubu, ozighingana zawo kwethamele
izingwenya ezazinele zibabone zicwile emanzini.
Bahamba Baze Bangena otikitini nje olunomhla-
nga lapho amanzi eseqala ubumuncu, Badweba
endleleni yomkhumbi esengathi yalungiselwa
wona phakathi kwomhlanga, bafika lapho amanzi
eseBbuye aphela ubumuncu, bagwedla laze lashona
fehamba, lapho uJeqe akasaqondi yena ukuthi
uphi. Kuthe lapho kuthi hwelele uJeqe wabona
izihlonti zomlilo zikhanya lapho kuzishaya ugu.
Wezwa abangaphesheya sebememeza bBethi, “Kha-
nya Nkosazana!”’ “Ewu, nisaphila Bantabami?”
“Khanya Nkosazana!” Abagwedli Baluphonsa
uthi, Balubamba abangaphesheya, wema umkhu-
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mbi wehla uSithela. Bakhothama Bakhuleka Bethi,
“Khanya Nkosazana, wena owathola imfihlo eye-
hlula amadoda! KXKhanya mame, mame wethu!”

Wathi uSithela, “Thathani lomuntu nimthwale
nifike nimngenise elawini likaNggelebani, simthole
ngaphesheya egwaziwe, uzokwelashwa aphile.”
Bamt’at’'amisa uJeqe baye bBamethula emnyango
kwaNgqgelebani. Uthe ethuka uJeqe kwakuphuma
ixhegu uNgqgeleBani, lathi: “Yini lomfunzi eniwu-
letha lapha? Lomuntu othwelwevo akakwazi yvini
ukuzihambela?” Bamlandisa uNgqelebani uku-
tholwa kukaJeqe nokuthi uSithela uthe akalethwe
kuye azokwelashwa.

Lelixhegu uNgqelebani ukhokhothi nje lwendoda
endala izinqulu lezi sezaBalukhuni njengesi-
l{humha senkomo, emathangeni lapha nase-
zithweni kuhamba izivinge nje zezimbali. Ama-
hlombe asagoba. Uhlala yedwa, ukudla ukule-
thelwa aBafana sekuvuthiwe. Umsebenzi wakhe
ukwelusa ot'okoloshe nomantindane nezinye izi-
Ilwane okwelashwa ngazo kulesosighingi esine-
ndawo enkulu yezinyanga. Bathe uma Bamngenise
uJeqe wezwa iphunga angalaziyo elidabBula
ikhanda; wathi, “Ngisizeni ningikhiphele pha-
ndle.” Bala Bathi, “Sisakuyisa phambili.” Bathe
ukuba Hadlule kulowomhume Baghamuka lapho
kukhona isikhala kushaya umoya omuhle, igceke
lakhona lendlalwe ngezikhumba zezilwane zazo
Zt'mk_e-_' zakulelozwe. bafika bBamethula khona,
kanti uNggelebani uyabalandela. Wayeseba-
khrn_mbisa kwelinye igumbi ngakwesokukhohlwa
ethi abamethule khona. Sekufika umfana endlala
1Zlkhumba, ebasa umlilo, uJeqe wacambalala,
Umgondo wakhe uduma nje, engazi ukuthi namhla
uflkti endaweni enjani. Kwadlula isikhashana
E\\-'zihk_a abafana ababili 6emlethele isinambathi.
“,1_.Hm.})_”ﬁ kq}:i]nkhtl kwayizolo ukudla engakwazi

athi: “Ngibonwa yini!” Wabona aBafana seBe-
Ndlala izikhumba phakathi negceke, Beshayela, Be-
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letha amacansi amahle encema, bewendlala, ba-
letha isihlalo esihle esibaziweyvo bGasibeka phezu
kwawo amacansi.

Uthe ethuka uJeqe kwakungena yena uSithela
elandelwa abafana namantombazane Bathi
“Khanya Nkosazana!” Wafika qede wahlala
khona kulesosihlalo, laphuma ixhegu elingu-
Nggelebani lathi, “Khanya Nkosazana!” Wabona
uJeqe ukuthi mkhulu lomuntu kulendawo.

Washo uSithela wathi, “Ake usixoxele ukuthi
uphumaphi mfo.”

Wathatha phansi uJege ukuzalwa kwakhe no-
kuva kwakhe eNkosini uTshaka nokufa kwayo
nokweqa kwakhe dze afike ebuThonga nokutha-
ndana kwakhe noZakhi okumbangele ukuba
bamgwaze abakwalNdlebende.

Wathatha itshe lakhe uSithela elinesibuko esi-
veza konke asuke efisa ukukubona ngobungoma
abethwasayo. Wabuka wayesethi, “Intombi yakho
abayibulalanga isekhaya kubo, kepha ifuna isu
lokuba ngomuso ike izohlola esikhundleni ukuthi
ufe nya noma ubuye wavuka.”

“Awu, uthini Nkosazana na? Nxa kunjalo pho
ungengibuyisele khona ngomuso ngize ngivibone
na?”

“Qha, njengoba ungene lapha uyoze uphume
usuhlakaniphile ezintweni zalapha,” kusho ubi-
thela. “Yinye into engingakusiza ngayo Jeqe:
Ukuba ngithumele abafana Hami baye koyihlola,
bathi uma GbGeyibona Bayitshele ukuba kawufile,
kepha ulapho uzothola khona ukwelashwa ama-
nxeba.”

“Khanya Nkosazana!”

Kusho uJeqe.

Abe esethi uSithela, “Uyabona Jeqe ngikulethe
lapha ukuba welashwe uNggelebani, uthi nxa
usuphilile ufunde ubBunyanga ikhona uyosiza
abantu abagulayo. Ungesabi lutho konke ozoku-
Bbona lapha okuphethwe uNgqelebani akusoze kwa-

kulimaza, uNggelebani uyakubekela. [mihum}“
miningi lapha eyizindlu zezilwane ongazange uzl-

ST~ -

fione. Ngizwa Bethi uthe lapho udlula umhume
wamandiki ukunuka kwakwehlula, wathi mabaku-
fuyisele emuva. Yebo, amandiki anuka kabi, noma
seliphuma kumuntu eBelimngene kuye kunuke
kabi. Nxa usufunde ukusebenza kwalapha uyo-
wakhipha lapho uwafica khona egulisa abantu,
netshe likat'okoloshe wolithola, abahlushwa ot’oko-
loshe ubasize. Kepha ukufunda yonke lemikhuba
kuthatha isikhathi eside. Kuningi ozokubona
lapha esighingini sakithi. Lala kahle uyofika
akuphe imithi kusasa uNggeleBani.”

Wasukuma uSithela esehamba, Basukuma bBonke
bathi: “Khanya Nkosazana!” Uthe engakalali
uSithela walaya abagwedli ababili wathi aBovuka
bathathe umkhumbi Bayoqamela intombi kaJeqe,
bayitshele ukuthi kafile uJeqe, uyelashwa esi-
ghingini, mayigoduke ihlale imlinde noma kuze
kube yisikhathi eside.

Pho, uyayizeka indaba uJeqe lokhu akalalanga
evuswa umsindo angazange awuzwe ilokhu azalwa
wezilwane zifika ngezigaba kuNgqgeleBani ebusuku
ezikhuza ekhuluma nazo, ezipha ukudla, yena
usethe khose engosini afekwe kuyo ethuthumela
ethi zizomudla. Kwaze kwasa ebeke ngawayizolo.

Kuthe ekuseni abagwedli Baphuma Baya emfu-
leni Bathatha umkhumbi Baphindela eziBukweni
lapho Befice khona uJeqe ngayizolo. Hafika
k}mgekhc» muntu, nenja isidliwe, noma yadliwa
Zimpisi noma izingwenya abBagondanga ngoba
all‘izlxikhathazanga noma bBasondele Babeke ukuthi
Vini, Bahlala lapho kwaze kwaba isemini.

Kuthe bBengazelele seBecabanga ukuphindela
émuva Babona umuntu eqhamuka, Babona ukuthi
Umuntu wesifazane. Wahamba wahamba wema,
Wabukisisa. Base Bememeza Bethi: “Woza lapha!”
}‘"- ethuka, waqalaza esefuna ukubaleka. Bathi,
Woza sikuxoxele izindaba zesoka lakho.” Wa-
Yunga isibindi waya kubo. Bamlandisa yonke
mdaba yokufiewa kukaJeqe enjengofilevo ogwini
hokuthi inyanga enkulu vasesighingini imthathile,
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kuhle angesaBi, uzokwelashwa ahlale afunde ubu-
nyanga wophuma qgede Babonane. BHathi, “Nesi-
dumbu senja yvakhe Besikhona lapha emhlabathini
izolo, kepha namhla kasisekho siyabona ukuthi
sidliwe zilwane.”

Wathi uZakhi, “Nibone yena impela na?”
Bamsgho zonke izici zesimo sakhe, wakholwa wa-
goduka ejabBula enethemba ukuthi BobBuye babo-
nane nesithandwa sakhe. Bagwedla abasesighi-
ngini babuyela emuva, emuva kokuba uZakhi ese-
khumule umgexo wakhe wabanika wona wathi
aboze bamkhonzele kuJeqe.

Emva lapha esighingini uJege uyelashwa.
Uthathwe uNgqelebani wamlalisa eduze nembiza
egewele izinhloBbonhlobo zamakhambi namagxolo,
ibaselwe ngaphansi ibekwe phezu kwamatshe
amathathu. Kuthe lapho isibila wayesethatha izi-
khumba ezimbili emboza ukubfa intuthu yokubila
ize ifinyvelele kuJeqe. Wathi emembula wayvese-
juluke esemanzi. Wayesemgeza ngawo amangzi
axubene nomuthi esashisa kakhulu kodwa efakwe
icimamlilo ukuba angamyobuli. Uthe eqeda lokho
wayesemesula ngesiphuku, ebopha amanxeba nge-
sikhumba sikaxamu.

Wezwa umzimba uthi dwi. Uthe esagala uku-
xoxa indaba noNggelebani kwase kufika abafana
Bephethe isinambathi ngezinkamba ezimbili,
olunve kungolukaNggelebani olunye kungoluka-
Jeqe. DBadla. Bathe Bengakaqgedi ukudla babuye
bafika abafana Bephethe ukhamba lotshwala Ba-
phuza. Bahamba abafana Balanda ukudla kwe-
zilwane, bathe nxa sebekubeke laphaya ngaphansi
komuthi uNggelebani washava imfengwane uthe
ethuka uJeqe kwakughamuka zonke izinhlobo
zezilwanyazane, ezinye zinezimwana zobBuntu, zi-
hamba ngezinyawo ezimbili ezinye zihamba nge-
zinyawo ezine. Kwaphethuza nje, lapho uJeqe
wangenelwa uvalo, wagugazela eseya engosinl
vakhe. Lapho uNgqelebani wakhuluma nazo
zehlukana ngezinhlobo zazo. Imikhovu wayipha
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izinsipho, ot’okoloshe wabapha isijingi njalo njalo.
Kwaba ubuxhafuxhafu kuphangelwana, okuncane
kukhala futhi-futhi, kulunywa, kuklwejwa ezi-
ndala. Kuthe lapho sezigedile ukudla wayeseshaya
imfengwane yakhe, zaphindela ezindaweni zazo.
Lapho uJeqe usethe khexe. Ukhohliwe nje ukuthi
zonke lezizilwane zaqoqwa kanjani nokuthi ze-
fuyelweni.

Zithe ukuba zikhukhule uJeqe waguqazela waya

kuNgqelebani eyoBuza ukuthi lezi izilwane ze-
fuyelweni lapha esighingini.
] Wathi uNgqgelebani, “Kanti kawazi yini ukuthi
1seziko lezinyanga lapha, lapha zifunda khona?
Ngonyaka njalo kufika abemunye noma aBabili
abaphuma ezweni ngaphandle Bazofunda ubu-
nyanga obukhulu kuSithela. Zonke izinyvanga
ezidumileyo zokubula nokwelapha zifunda khona
1;}]'!1]2[. Nawe nje nxa usuphilile uzongena kulelo-
’_/,Iku‘ Wathula uJeqe wacabanga. Asikholwa
imikhovu kodwa uJeqe uthi watshelwa uNggele-
bani ukuthi ezinye izilwane lezi imikhovu.

Manje uNgqeleBani wafunela uJeqe uthi loku-
dondolozela. Wabe yilokhu ehamba edondolozela
ebaleni lakwaNgqelebani. Welashwa waze wa-
phila. UNgqelebani wayeseyvobika ukuthi uJeqge
lts’e;)hiljle. Yathi iNkosazana: “Mlethe lapha.”
“’.“z” naye ehamba edlula imihume ngemihume,
v.[mna abantu abanye Bepheka aBanve Behlezi.
f)z_ilh(-: ukuba Baphume emhumeni uJeqe wabBona
elihle izwe, ekhonjiswa namasimu nentaBa okwehla
l_ﬂl_\'o umfula wamanzi. Laphaya phansi kwentaba
f_-‘_'umtshela ukuthi kukhona umuzi kaSithela., Wa-
Buza uJeqe wathi, “Uhlala nobani khona la-
Phaya?” Bathi, “Uhlala nabafana namantomba-
z;m_o aBbamkhonzayo.”

Uthe lapho esesondezwa ekhaya likaSithela
?”?akai‘iki wabona intombazane iza ngejubBane
a«_'e!lf:%li'hi iyabahlangabeza GenoNggelebani. Yafika
Yathi, “INkosazana ithi ayinasikhathi namhla soku-
Onana noJeqe, kuhle uze umlethe ngomuso.
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Namhla mBonise zonke izinto ezenziwa lapha
esighingini.”

Nembala uNggelebani wamthatha njalo uJeqe
ahamba. Bathe Bethi ukudundubala kwelinyve
idulana uJeqe waBona amalangabi omlilo. Wathi,
“Yini lokhuya okuBomvu okufana nomlilo?”’ Wathi
uNggelebani, “Yisithando lapho kukhitshwa khona
insimbi ematsheni, laphaya ngaphambidlana
esinye isithando lapho ikhandwa khona. Futhi
lesiya sesithathu yilapho kukhandwa khona ithusi
elenza izindondo namasongo afakwa ezingalweni
nasemaqakaleni.”

Wathi uJeqe, “Ngiyejabula ngoba nakithi
ngizwa ngendaba nje ukuthi insimbi itholwa
eNkandla. Lokhu sathi siyontshontsha izinkomo
eQhudeni Bayikhomba intaba lapho kwenziwa
khona insimbi yemikhonto namageja, kepha angi-
gondi ukuba Bakwenza kanjani."”

Wathi uNggeleBani, “UzoBona namhla ukwenzi-
wa kwensimbi kuleli lakithi, kodwa angazi ukuthi
kini Bayenza kanjani.” Basondela ezithandweni
zomlilo, amalangabi ekhephuzela enqamuka izi-
vingi phezulu. Wabona abanye fethwele amatshe
akade esekhandwa izinggephungqephu Bewa-
sondeza esithandweni, abanye Bethwele amalahle
enziwe ngezinkuni zemithi bewaletha khona ukuba
abaselwe esithandweni. Wabuka uJeqe amanyela
ensimbi fewahlukanisa namatshe ngomlilo
omkhulu, nalapho sebeyiqogela ndawonye. Kwaba
sengathi ubuhlakani obungaka akazange abubone
kubo kwaZulu. BHadlula kuleso sesibili isithando
Baya kwesesithathu lapho wafica izinyanga zi-
khanda imikhonto namageja. Lapho wahlala
phansi wabukisisa isikhathi eside, esede egqu-
gquzwa uNgagelebani ethi abahambe usekhumbule
ukuyokupha izilwane zakhe. Halibala kakhulu
kulendawo wangabe esabona lapho kwenziw#
khona ithusi. Bathi sebBeBuyela ekhaya lika-
Ngqgelebani uJeqe wayengasathandi, ekhangwa
izindlu ezinhle ezakhiwe ngobunono ngaphandle
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komhume ogewele izilwane ezinuka kabi. Uhamba
nje inhliziyo ayisekho emhumeni, isilapha laku-
khandwa khona imikhonto, lapho abantu Behlala
ezindlini, Beshaywa umoya. Pho, umyalo weNkosa-
zana uzowuthini. Waphindela emhumeni inhliziyo
isibuhlungu, ekhumbula ukuthi uyohlala lapho
ezode efikelwa zihagahaga zezilwane ezimbi.

Kwasa okungaliyo! Usuku lokuvobonana ne-
Nkosazana endlini yayo. BHanele bageda ukudla
nje uNgqelebani wapha izilwane zakhe, Baphuma
emhumeni Bebange endlini yeNkosazana. Yaba-
fona Besaghamuka kude lokhu yilapho iphakathi
kokufundisa amadoda amane ukushaya ama-
thambo.

_ Ukhangwa yindlu elighugwane, icakiwe nge-
fumba elimpofu. Umnyango wayo wahlukile
ezindlini azaziyo, mude nesicaba sakhiwe ngo-
mhlanga. Umfica ehlukile kulokuya kumbona
kwakhe mhla efikayo. Namhla wembethe isiphuku
esishukiweyo sendlozi, isihluthu sakhe usikhiphile.
Muhle umuntu lo! Amehlo akhe kepha awabe-
Beki,' abukhali, umuntu umbuka sengathi umbona
izibilini ngaphakathi.

Akhuleke uNgqgelebani athi, “Khanya Nkosaza-
na!” NoJege amlingise etsho njalo. Lokhu uhlezi
ufulathele umnyango wendlu ubeke kulamadoda
amane aseduze kwakhe, awafundisayo waphendu-
ka wabiza isigqili somfana wathi asilethe isi-
khumba sembuzi, Bahlale kuso oNggelebani no-
Jeqe. Wangabanaka nje, waghuba umsebenzi
\\-'a}_(he. Amathambo awagcwalise izandla zo-
m}fll_li abe esewasakaza phambi kwabBo athi aBa-
Wefunde; bBabede, Babede aBe esebakhombisa
ukuthi uma ubani emi kanje, usuke ethi, nxa
elandelwa eduze uSobanibani kusuke kungukuthi.

goba sebewafunde onke amagama awo.
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l'n'“ ah_uka uJeqe esede ethi enhliziyweni, “Kazi
na sithutha sakwaZulu ngoze ngikwazi nje no-
ubiza onke lamathambo ngamagama awo na.”
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AbBuye athi: “Kodwa, ngize ngizindle konke lokhu
nje ngizobe ngifundiswa khona yini?”

INkosazana igede ukubafundisa ibe isikhuluma
noNgqgeleBani ithi, “Zisaphila kahle izilwane
zami?’ Athi, “Khanya Nkosazana!” IBuye ibuze
futhi iNkosazana ithi, “Nihlezi kahle nalomlisa
wakwaZulu?” Athi, “Khanya Nkosazana!”

[6e isiphendukela kuJeqe ithi, “Usujwayele
lapha kithi Jeqe?” Athi uJeqe, “Khanya Nkosa-
zana.” “Zinjani izilwane zikaNgqelebani?” Athi
uJeqe, “Ayi Nkosazana, izona ngingakazijwayveli.”
IBisithi kuye, “Uzojwayela. Iyonampi yami njalo
leyvo Jeqe. Akukho sizwe esingeza lapha sizotha-
Batha izwe lami. Ngingasithela ngazo nawe ufiuke
kahle zilwa.” Lapho esexoxa indaba ubuso bakhe
futhambe, wabBona amazinyo akhe amhlophe,
amahle, lapho ihleka iNkosazana. Emaqakaleni
lapha ifake amasongo ethusi, kwathi lapho isu-
kuma ilungisa isiphuku sayo wafona umutsha wayo
wezindondo. Yangena endlini, ithe iphuma yayi-
fuya nokhamba iphethe okunye ngesinye isandla.
kanti zimpondo ezintathu ezincane okusengathi
ezephithi, kanye nothi lohlanga. Yaziphonsa
phansi yayisithi, “Sukumani bafana fami,”’ zesuka
zema. Wazibuka kahle uJeqe. Wabona ukuthi
zithungelwe kahle zavalwa ngengeina ngaphezulu.
Zase zisuka zigxumekeka othini lomhlanga sezide
zizulazula kulo, iNkosazana ilumise okhambeni.
Wamangala uJeqe ebona lomlingo. Uthe esama-
ngele wabona izindebe zomlomo weNkosazana
zinvakaza kanti ikhuluma nazo izimpondo le;f:i:
Olunye uthe ethuka Iwalunamathela esihlathini
sakhe. Wagxuma waphoseka laphaya. Wazama
ukuluhlangula, vamkhuza iNkosazana. Waluveka
lwahlala khona esihlathini. Yabuye yakhuluma
lwabuvela kwezinye. Yabe seyithi, “Qha, kantl
uzobufunda ubBunyanga.” Yathi kuNgqelebani,
“Ngomuso womkhipha emhumeni umyise Ia]rhf’{
kuhlala abefundi. Usezongena ekufundiswenl.
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Nempela ngangomuso uJeqe waphuma emhume-
ni waya lapha kuhlala khona abefundiswayo. Wa-
ngena emphekweni efunda amagama amakhubalo,
efundiswa nezifo eziwelaphayo, nendlela asuswa
ngayo yezibiba namafutha ezilwane namatshe emi-
khando. ABuye ahambe nayo iNkosazana na-
panye abefundayo Bayofunda amakhambi nemithi
evelapha isihudo neyelapha abesifazane nxa benga-
tholi kahle inzalo. Lokhu ufike muva uJege uthe
uphela unyaka wayesebadlula laba abafika kuqala.

Wacela ngelinye ilanga eNkosazaneni wathi,
“Ngifikelwe ukukhumbula umame, ngicela iNkosa-
zana ike ingibukele esibukweni sayvo ukuthi Hasa-
phila nje aBakithi.” Nempela yasithatha isibuko
sayo yathi. “Yima phambi kwami ufise loku oku-
celayo.” Wema uJeqe njengoba eyaliwe.

Yathi: “Ngibona imizi emibili ik’ak'e umfula.
Nangu unyoko ukonganeno, nanguya uyihlo uko-
ngaphesheya. Izinkomo zigewele isibaya. Kuya-
philwa ekhaya. Ngibona nabafowenu nodade-
wenu lapha esibukweni.” Wajabula uJeqe.

Kuthe ngelinye ilanga esengene kowesibili
unyaka esesighingini wavuka ekuseni kakhulu
kungakasi eya kogeza emfuleni, kanti yisikhathi
sokuba iNkosazana isekuphungulweni. Wagqale
wabona sengathi kubaswe umlilo eduze nesihlahla,
wabekisisa wabona zonke izilwane ezinkulu nezi-
neane zik'ak'e umuntu wesifazane, efinyela abuye
asukume engabince lutho. Izilwane lezi zimk’ak’e
phakathi ubukeka sengathi uvageza kanti umju-
Iu_kn. Usemanzi t'e ukujuluka. ABuye aphaka-
mise izingalo uJeqe abone kuthandela kuye izi-
nyoka, nezibankwa nezintulo, zonke ezihuquze-
layo. Aze athuthumele akhohlwe ukuthi vini
lokhu. Akhase ngamadolo esondela efuna uku-

Bona kahle. ABone sengathi ezinye zivamgonyoza,

abuye aBone zihlehla zimzungeza. Kuthi nxa
Sekubejile ezansi zinyamalale izilwane kube yisi-
hathi eBona kahle ukuthi uSithela, Esabe
Sengathi umbBonile. Athi ne phansi. Ambone




ehamba bushu ebange emfuleni eyogeza. Wanele
wasithela nje, uJeqe wabanga esihlahleni eyobaca
nokuba abone ukuthi uzoBuya yini. Wahlala wa-
hlala wambBona esebuya, wafika lapho ekade ephu-
ngulwa khona, wathatha isiphuku sakhe waqonda
ekhaya lakhe. Kwenzeka konke lokhu nje Bese
kuphele izinsuku ezingafika esihlanwini Benga-
sayi kofunda, futhi kungavunyelwa muntu wesi-
lisa asondele endlini yvakhe, ekhonzwa amanto-
mbazane azigqili kuphela. Wabona uJeqge ukuthi
kanti lomuntu amandla uwathola kanjani. Wawu-
hlaba inhlali. EsaBe ukuthi uma eke wayixoxa
yvafika kuSithela mhlaumbe angabulawa.

Kuthe lapho unyaka wesibili uphakathi nawo,
iNkosazana yamthatha uJeqge eseya kofunda ama-
khubBalo angekho esighingini namakhambi. BHa-
khwela emkhunjini nomunye umlisa ofundayo.
Yibo labaya Begwedla baye Baphumele ezibukweni
lapho uJeqe Bamthola khona. Wezwa kusuka

usinga lwaleyompi yakhe, wakhumbula nentombi

yvakhe.

Bahamba, ehambe ebafundisa Baze Baphenduka
ntambama, Bafinvelela esighingini lishona.

Kwaba omkhulu umkhosi mhla sefephothulwa
Bebathathu. Lokhu nezilwane usefundisiwe ngazo
wanikwa netshe lawot'okoloshe elathungelwa
engcabeni yesikhumba sikaxamu. Walaywa kwa-
thiwa, “Lengcaba uvoyivula kuphela nxa ufica
abantu behlushwa ot’okoloshe noma ufuna ukudlu-
la endaweni embi Bangaze bBakubona.”

Yathi iNkosazana, “Hambani kahle nalemithi
nokwazi engininike khona niyve Kkosiza iziguli
Ningathakathi, niphilise kube kuphela. Nxashana
nithakatha Bonke ubunyanga Benu Buyakuphupha,
nokubula ningabe nisakwazi. Ngiyakubona konke
enikufisayo. Lesi siphiwo ngasinikwa ukuze ngl-
size ngaso abantu. Ngohlala ngini[iund enikwe-
nzayo esiBukweni sami. Nxashana niganga nge:
mlthl engininike yona Bophela ubunyanga kini.
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Wabekisa kuJeqe wathi, “Intombi yakho iku-
hlalele. Ungayithumbi ubaleke nayo. Hamba
udundubale oBonjeni kumaSwazi, ufike welaphe,
ivothi iphela inyanga ube uzitholile izinkomo ezi-
nhlanu, ngoba ngibona umkhuhlane wesihudo
uvimbezele ehlanzeni elisentshonalanga kwo-
Bombo eSwazini. Wolala kanye kwaNdlovu uthu-
mele umfana ayotshela intombi yvakho lapha nohla-
ngana khona udlule. Ivokuphelekezela ibuye
ivolala ekhaya kubo.”

Basishiya isighingi oJeqe nemigodla yabo yemi-
thi. Bathe ukuba Bawelele ezweni Behlukana,
lo omunye oliThonga wabeka envakatho ngalapha
avela ngakhona, uJeqe waya kwaNdlovu. Hama-
ngala abakwaNdlovu, bathi, “Sasithi ufile, babuya
lapha ababehambe noMntwana 6athi Hakubulele,
kepha uMntwana sewazama wazama ethi uzothola
}1Zzlkhi, phinde avume.” Wayesefalandisa yonke
indaba yokutholwa kwakhe iNkosazana yasesi-
ghingini nokufunda kwakhe ukwelapha.

Bamangala bathi, “Uthini Jeqe na? Lokhu si-
hlushwa imfene yomthakathi ifika njaio lapha,
uthi ungayixosha na?"” Wathi uJege, “Nxa ngi-
zoyibamba ngemithi, ngoyiBbulala ngingakahambi.”
Wahloma izikhonkwane ezimbili kuphela, wa-
thuma umfana ukuba ahambe avotshela uZakhi
aze ahlangane naye endleleni.

Kuthe ekuseni intombazane iphuma yabona
imfene idondoBele ngasenqoloBaneni y asuka yame-
meza ; nansiya imfene ibaleka. Wathi uJeqe kwone
lntnmbdzane nga\mgameme/dnga ngayibize yena
WayiBamba. Wathi: “Nokho ingebuye ilubeke
lal}ha ekhaya, isingaze ilwe nomnikazivo nxa
€vinyazelela ukuba ize lapha.”

AkabBange esahlala uJeqge lapho kwaNdlovu. Wa-
Phuma khona ekuseni, wahlangana noZakhi nga-
kubo. Futhi ukujabula kukaZakhi kwakuthi aka-
hdmbe phezu kwezindwane zotshani, ebona isoka
akhe emva kwesikhathi eside kangaka Behlukana.

Okhu nesimo sakhe sesi esinve seBaphela uBu-
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ngane, uselighikiza elivuthiweyo, nenkathazo yo-
kuhlala kwakhe ekhaya abazali Bengasamthaka-
zele ngoba ala ukugana umntanenkosi, abenzele
isikhundla esibanzi ebukhosini, sekwenza inhliziyo
yakhe idikibale. Sonke lesikhathi ubehlezi ngo-
thando lukaJege, umthombo wokuthokoza kwakhe.
Yikho nje ngalelolanga kwakungathi udakiwe,
naye uqobo engazi noma uyaphupha, noma uphi-
lile yini eBona isithandwa sakhe.

Wabuza kuJege wathi: “Ufika udlula ngingasa-
kuBonanga nokubBona kahle nje kwenzenjani?”’
Wathi uJege: “Qha, mntakwethu, ngiphanga uku-
dundubalela eSwazini lapho ngizwa kuthiwa
abantu Bayvaphela umkhuhlane wesihudo, kubo
fonke ubunyanga engibufunde esighingini abukho
oBungangoba ngikwazi ukunqanda lowomkhuhla-
ne. Ngiyabona ukuthi ngizosheshe ngizithole izi-
nkomo zokukulobola.  Angifuni lonyaka uphele
ngingakakuthathi kuyihlo, noNdlovu ngimtshelile
ngathi ngonele ngithole inkomo yokuqala neibe se-
ngithuma umuntu kuye aye kuyihlo, aye kongi-
celela ngaleyo nkomo. Uyabona ilanga selikhwe-
lile. kuhle ubuyvele emva, ufike lingakashoni
ekhaya, izwe ligcwele izilwane ezimbi.”

AzabBalaze uZakhi athi akasafuni ukubuyela
ekhaya, usefuna ukuhamba naye njalo uJeqe, izi-
nkomo sebozilanda khona eSwazini abakubo.

Athi uJeqge: “Mntakwethu, ngalaywa kakhulu
iNkosazana eyayisifundisa esighingini. Yathi angi-
ngakwebi kubazali bakho. Ngifuna indlela yoku-
ganana kwethu ibemhlophe, ngibe umkhwenyana
oncomekayo kini, Babone mnabo ukuthi, umnta-
nenkosi akangidluli ngalutho. Uzobona ngizofikisa
izwi khona manje: mhlawumbe nami uzobona ngi-
fika ngikuhambele ngobBa umuntu ulala kanye
endleleni kuse efika lapho ngiya khona, Namhla
ngizolala phansi kwentaba, ngodundubala ekusenl
ngighamukele eSwazini.

Enobuhlungu obukhulu 6enhliziyo, waphenduka
uZakhi eselibangisa ekhaya. Waze wasitheld
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emithini uJeqe, uZakhi ede ephenduka embuka,
wafikelwa yisilingozi, wakhala wahlala phansi
!{\_\'omthunzi, wakhala wakhala, wasesuka esula
izinyembezi wathi: ‘““Akulutho uzobuya khona
manje angilande.” Wezwa kufika isibindi sithi,
gidi; wafikelwa ithemba elisha nothando oluyisi-
mangaliso ngoJeqe. Wakhumbula igama aligamba
ogwini Becosha amagoBolondo, walihlabelela. Wa-
fica izinsizwa zakubo zivela kokweshela emizini
engaphansi kwentaba, wayesehambisana nazo, ese-
zilandisa yonke indaba kaleqe, avizwe emlonveni
wakhe ngokufunda ubBunyanga esiqhingini, 116ku-
phuma khona eseBethwese. Lathi laliBantuBahle
bafika ekhaya.

Uhambe wahamba uJeqge wafica kudliwa emzini
engaphansi kwaseMphandleni walibala umzuzwa-
na ephuza, wadlula waphatha ukhalo olude, olu-
ngenamizi, wathi ethuka wayesethi gaga phezu
kwamabuBesi amabili, elenkunzi nelensikazi edla
umgankla wenkomazi, unone unguba! Wame-
meza wakhuza, asuka enyobozela, kanti asesuthi.
Wafika wakhipha umlenze ngomkhonto, wawu-
nquma phakathi, wawetshatha, wahamba. Lithe
lingakashoni lithi nya wangenisa emzini lapho
sekuxubene amaThonga namaSwazi. Pho ephethe
Inyama kwalula ukungenisa kwakhe, abafana
Bamphekela inyama yakhe. :

Kwaba yikhona ezwa kahle ukuthi lapha nga-
Dhegu koBombo baphelile abantu esifundeni sika-
Bﬁitsmgnn_a. eminye im_izi s_ej.'awal\\‘a ngamahlahla.

amlandisa ukuhambisa kwesifo, Bathi: “Thina
asisalubeki unyawo, nawe uyvoBe uyisithutha nxa-
Shana ukhuphukela khona. AbBakithi abava le
Dhamhili sebehamba Baye Bavoguquka eGoba, kube
Yikhona fHeya entshonalanga.”

Athi uJeqe: “Kanti azikho lapha kini izinyanga

nx: s ; : . . ; :

nxc_l nesaba ukuyosiza abantu begula? Minake
ng{.\'d khona, ngingesho ukuthi ngiyinvanga nxa
Eingabuye ngesabe isifo.”
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Nembala ilanga lathi liphuma wayesesendleleni,
edonsa intabakazi enkulu eduze noSuthu ngase-
nyakatho kwalo. Uthe ethi dundu, nempela wa-
fona ukuthi alisahanjwahanjwa, ukuba anga_ﬁorp
muntu endleleni engumendo, ephezulu oBonjeni.
Kwathi umuzi afika kuwo kuqala, wafica usuvalwe
ngehlahla, izinkomo ziklabile okhalweni. Wadlula
wayva enxulumeni elikhulu elingasenyakatho kwa:
lowo wokuqgala. Uthe esengaphandle wezwa _ul:;uth;
kuyakhulunywa. Wangena wakhuphula 1zm§ily
wzfye wakhuleka enhla nomuzi. Baphuma endlini,
fambukisisa Bathi: “Lomuntu ohamba lapha ku-
ngaseze kungaphambukela muntu nje yena uphu-
maphi?” )

Wathi uJeqe: “Ayi akukho lutho. I}Igmuka
lapha ngaphansi kwesikaNdlebende. Ngingowa-

kwaZulu ngokuzalwa, kepha ngafika ngisemncane
kulelizwe ngihambe ngifunda imithi. Ngezwa
kuthiwa isihudo siyaniqeda lapha kwabe kuyl:
lapha ngisifunde kakhulu, nokwelashwa kwaso.’

“Awu, uthini, nyanga na? Uthi uyal{w.azi uku-
selapha, lokhu thina sesahlanyukwa nazinyanga,
asisakhulumi ngabantu, abakho abasadlula ngale-
zindlela ezidabula esifundeni sakithi. Asazi nawe
ukuthi isibindi esingaka usithathephi. Nxa ungena
kuzo zonke izindlu lezi, Balele, sekuyanuka abantu
Balahlwa malanga onke. Nxa ungelapha ngiku-
khombisa nasiya isithole esimpevu ngaphandle
kothango, ngithi singulugxa lwakho.”

“YeBbo, mnumzane, ngivasemukela. Ngic(}la
umfana engizomthuma.” Nempela Bamnika in-
sizwa egatha; wathi mayifune imbiza okwakuphe-
kelwa kuyo utshwala ayigeze abase umlilo, ayibeke
emasekweni, ayigewalise ngamanzi. Ithe ikwenza
lokho ingizwa vena wayekhumula umgodla wakhf?
ekhipha ikhubalo eliBomvu eligaya impuphu eyl
thela ophondweni lwenkomo olungenalutho phz}liﬂl‘
thi. Waphumela ngaphandle kwomuzi wemba llﬂ_l‘
phumputho, waxhoza igxolo lomganu. Waligxobd
walihlanganisa nalempuphu yekhubalo. Way#
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nensizwa le esihosheni wabuya neminye imithi,
wayithaka embizeni eziko yabila. Ithe nxashana
isibilile isikhathi eside, Bayephula. Wagxoba
amakhambi egcwala enye imbiza waBaphuzisa
bonke ekhaya, aBagulayo nabBaphilileyo. Kuthe
lapho usupholile lomuthi obubiliswa, wabaphuzisa
bonke abagulayo lokhu Balishumi nambili. Wathi
mabachathwe Bonke., Kwabonakala ukuthi Ba-
ningi asebedlekile, nophondo seluyazigijimela nje.
Wathi: “Baphuziseni labo, ngobaphephetha ngo-
mphumputho.” Nembala wafuna uhlanga waba-
phephetha, wabaqinisa ngamakhambi ngaphezulu.

Akalalanga ngalelolanga uJeqe, kwaze kwasa
elapha, kakhulu enye intombazane kwakungasa-
lindelwe ukuthi kosa isekhona. Wayiqinisa nge-
miphumputho, izilonda zema ndawonye, wayiphu-
zisa namakhambi. Kuthe phakathi kwobBusuku
vaqala yathi ilambile. Wathi mabagaye iyambazi
balicolise, liphindwe kuze kubBe kathathu, Balenze
umphunga. Yathatha yathi shashalazi, yazumeka
valala.

Kuthe lakusayo uJeqe kwaba ikhathi efikelwa
ubuthongo elala. Umnumzane wavuka ekuseni,
wafica intombi yakhe aBebeke ukuyilahla isikwazi
nokuhoshoza ikhuluma.

Abanye laba aBabengakadleki kakhulu Bazibika
ubungcono ngangomuso Bathi abahudanga kakhulu
ebusuku.

Ngokuvuka kwakhe uJeqe wathi akukhishwe
umquba wezinkomo osugewele ezindlini ngoBa
abantu Hase Bephumela kuwo uthelwa njalo seku-
nuka kuthi phu. Wakhishwa wonke, zasindwa izi-
ndlu zonke emva kokuba sezishanelisisiwe. Umquba
Walethwa nxa ekhona ophumelayo, abakwazi uku-
Zlvukela wathi abafunelwe izindengezi zokuphu-
mela. Kwasindwa wafafaza ngezintelezi, zancipha
Zimpukane, lokhu Bese kubuza nje neziluhlaza.

. Wabiza insizwa le anikwe yona ukuBa ayithume,
bahamba nayo behlela ehlanzeni ngendlela aqha-
Muka ngayo lapha eBone khona imithi angayitho-
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livo phezulu enkangala. Baxebula, bemba Babuya
nenyanda yemithi. Bagxoba, bapheka, pachathwa
abagulayo, paphuziswa, kuthe kuphela izinsuku
eziwumkhothi Babephilile abanye, nabasebegula
kabi sebengcono. Pho, udumo lwanda, kwathi
engakaziphothuli iziguli zakhe zakulomuzi wa-
kwaDlamini wayesebizwa kweminye, eseBenza
ubusuku nemini. Waphiwa inhlanhla aBantu aba-
ningi, baphila abelaphayo, imithonseyana vafa,
kodwa iningi laphila. KwaDlamini washaya izi-
nkomo ezivisihlanu sekuxubene nogxa. Kuthe
emzini kaMbilini wathola zaba zimbili, watht
eyigeda inyanga kulesosigodi wayethole amashumi
amabili ezinkomo. Umnumzane ophethe isifunda
wathuma abantu Baya kobika koMkhulu izimanga-
liso ezenziwe yilenyanga ephuma ebuThonga.

Wacela izinsizwa ezimbili uJeqe zamphelekezela
wehla nezinkomo eziyisihlanu eqonde kwaNdlovu
eMphandleni. Uthe efika nje wayesethi: “Hamba
uyongicelela uZakhi, nazi izinkomo ezine engilo-
fola ngazo, le yesihlanu yohlatshwa mhla kugca-
gewa.! Wala uNdlovu, wathi: “Ngingeke neiku-
celele ukuba ugcagcele lapha. Kungasuka esi-
khulu isidumo. Into ofanele ukuyenza ukuba
unike uyise zonke lezinkomo, uthathe umfazi
wakho uhambe. Khumbula ukuthi umntanenkosi
usenenhliziyo ebuhlungu ngalentombi oyilobolayo.”
Wakubona naye uJeqe okushiwo uNdlovu ukuba
kusiminya. Wayake uNdlovu wayvisa izinkomo,
kwadlula izinsuku ezintathu wabopha uZakhi
izimpahlana zakhe emacansini amane, basuka
Bahamba noJege. Uyise kaZakhi wathi: “Ilobolo
kaliphelele kobBa kuhle aBuye akhiphe izinkomo
ezimbili.” Wathi uJeqe: “Nxa nthumela abafana
6akho Behamba nathi bangaBuya nazo.” Lathi
ixhegu: “Ngobathumela emva kwezinyanga ezi-
ntathu sengizwe kahle ukuthi isihudo siphele
nva.

Uyafika uJeqe nomkakhe lapha kwaDlamini
sekufike izwi livela koMkhulu kwaNgwane, lithl

ey

!N_ko.‘»;i ivayifuna lenyanga ukuba ize kuyo. Wahlala
izinsuku eziyisithupha wadlula esebange kwa-
Ngwane, eBukhosini, uZakhi wamshiya khona
lapha kwaDlamini. Lapho usedumile, usethwa-
lelwe abafana ababili. Wafika eNkosini wenza
imilingo ayifunda esighingini, welapha iNkosi na-
fantabayo, waba esikhulu isilomo. Wacela abantu
eNko:ﬁni falanda umkakhe, iNkosi yamakhela
umuzi, yamnika izinhlanzi ezimbili ezazifike ne-
nkpsikazi evayisanda kugcagca eNkosini. Izinhla-
nzi eSwazini amantombazana aye aphekezele indo-
dakazi yesikhulu nxa igana, ahlale nayo abe zigqila
zayo, umyeni wayo abenze omkakhe, nxa ethanda
abaganise athole izinkomo ngabo.

Wathi eqalisa nje ukwakha umuzi wakhe waye-
senabBafazi abathathu. Imithi yakhe yachuma, kwa-
nguye inyanga enkulu yeNkosi. Udumo lwakhe
lwaye lwafika kwaZulu eNkosini uDingane. Lapho
z_t‘kas:-lzi\\'a ukuthi uJeqe, nokuthi ubuthelezi. Use-
hkel wazibiza ngelinye igama wathi unguMshayi-
1(21_21 waseMachunwini. Edume n_l:okufgizwa ku-
thiwe “Mchunu.” Usemlayile noZakhi angalingi
athi “Buthelezi.” < &,

ISAHLUKO IX.

Ulege uyalwa ngokwesibili
ngemithetho yesiGodlo

: L:} abBona iNkosi ikubonile ukuthi ufundile nge-
mithi kepha kuhle wazi amasiko alapha eNdlu-
'{Q_\llhl.}’&1.‘-&@5‘:\\-\'&12”1] ukuthi njengoba uzokwelapha
11 kosi nomuzi wayo kuhle wazi amasiko ama-
Swazi.

]r\_L.l_]gnlﬂ]\'othl lapha _(a?%wuzini welaphe abantu.
l.-lihl owelapha ngayo iNkosi ungalokothi welaphe
Ngayo abBanye abantu.”




— 96 —

“Kukhona izindlu okungangeni kuzo abantu,
uyinyanga nje ungalokothi ungene k‘uzn. nga-
phan(lle kokuba ulaywe yiNkosi ukuba ungene
ngobunyanga Bakho. _

“RsiBaveni, ehlambelweni leNkosi kul{u_nyvm
muntu. abafana BenNkosi Bodwa, umuntu f‘uﬁ)c_:ﬂ\\‘;l
engena khona uyabulawa. Ihl:imh_eiu visiBayvana
esincane enhla nesibaya. INKkosi 1;:0?,01:1. lfchmm.
nxa isilungela iNewala. Iqala kuseze L\C\\':l];}
encane evandulela enkulu. Ingene nenyanga yayo
v[iusuku.‘ velashwe kungasaboni muntu. _Ixm_\'zipga
uzazi\\'a_\'«‘: ezisuka ngasolwandle. Ezm:\'v ziye-
lapha ukuba ife nolaka ezoluthela t‘lll.‘}li.}tlth\\‘!.‘.]!t
akhaliphe, nxa ehlangana nezitha. ‘R?.m:\‘e izi-
nvanga ezabalozi ezindiza phezulu mlha_k;umkvlw
Zonke lezizinyanga ngeziqondene nokumiswa kwe-
Nkosi ukuba ibe yisibonda somhlaba.

“Kukhona inyanga enkulu ephehla llﬁlll:l.\\:li [5(-:’-
zulu. Lapha kwaNgwane izulu linis\ya viNkosi:
zonke izizwe uma lomisile izulu zi11cv1;_1 1-(1;1!151'
eNkosini. Igama lalobo Bulawu “Zihlathi.’
Akekho omunye umuntu ophatha _](:_-\}‘n‘ m_uthl.
uphathwa abathile okuthi nxa iNkosi isinisa w,u!u
pawulande endle lowo muthi, ll])hl'h]l\\"l". 1_.51‘}'.'0["!'.1
lawo ligonge okhambeni liye phezulu, iNkosi ikhu-
lume namadlozi akuBo ithi ifuna imvula.

“Njengoba lapha kithi eSwazini kul‘_}u.«u ama-
khosi amabili, owesilisa nowesifazane, 1zulq f)ult—
nisa Bobabili. Izulu eliza ngokuduma liniswa
viNkosi vesilisa, elingumvimbi nemvula ethuleyo
liniswa viNkosi yesifazane.”

“Unina weNkosi kufanele azale uml';n_m abe-
munye abe esehlala njalo angabuyi amazl owesl
lisa. Lomfana uyoba yiNkosi nonina abe ).'i.\_“kn*!-
ebizwa ngokuthi yiNdlovukazi, kodwa in;‘_r'amz\\"a
ngokuthiwa yiNgonyama nokuthi “Hayede kut‘hll—
we kuvo “Nkosi.” Nxa kufa indodana yayo y1v©
E])hilt]:la izwe isekelwe y.inclumli‘. nezikhulu, 1wa-
phethe amandla okunisa izulu.
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“Zonke lezizindlela zinezinvanga zazo. Waena-
ke ubizelwe ukwelapha izifo phakathi komuzi
weNkosi, nokuyvimisa ingangenwa ukufa okulethwa
abathakathi, ngakhoke kufanele wazi onke amasu
okuhamba kwesizwe sakithi kanve nokuhamba
phakathi kwoMndlunkulu.

“Isizwe samaSwazi simiswe ngenhlangano
enkulu, lenhlangano inguMkhosi omkhulu ofopha
ndawonye amaSwazi obizwa ngokuthiwa iNcwala.
Uhlangana ekwethwaseni kwehlobo ukudla seku-
vuthwa kwabBendulelisayo.

“Kugala encane okuthiwa ‘iNkosi ivakhafula’.
Kufika izinvanga zivelaphe ezigondene nokukha-
fula. Zona zihlanganisa imithi iNkosi ezokhafula
ngavo. Ivuke ekuseni ikhafule ilanga lapho liphu-
mayo, nantambama lapho lishonavo. Amabutho
esefikile abe egida esibayeni.

“Lifike-ke ilanga elikhulu sekuButhene onke
amabutho, iNkosi isidla uselwa olungamili yonke
indawo, olumila phansi koBombo. Loluselwa ka-
luvuthwa inxa luphekwa ngabantu nje, luvuthwa
inxa luphekwa iNkosi yona eludla yvodwa selwe-
lashwe zinyanga. Amabutho ayvagida njalo. Ema-
dlangaleni awo kunuka ulwasi lwenyama, iNkosi
iwahlafela izinkomo, abafazi namantombazane
balethele abakubo ukudla.

“Phakathi nayo iNcwala, ngoba kuphela izi-
nsuku ezivisikhombisa idlalwa, kukhethwa ilanga
lenkunzi emnyama ezoBulawa ngezandla ngama-
Butho, ayibambe ayiduBuze ize ife, ibfe seyosiwa
khona esibayeni kuthi amathambo avo aqogelwe
ndawonye lingaBikho nelilodwa eliphumela nga-
phandle. Kubaswe umlilo phakathi kwesiBayva
ashiswe, kuthi lapho isisi sawo sigongile kwenanele
Wonke umkhandlu ubongela iNkosi nesizwe, ufisela
INkosi impilo enhle.”

Lapho uJeqge uthule ulalele ude eBuzisisa anga-
(Waziyo, amchazele.
1
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“Izimbongi zehla zenyuka nomkhandlu zifonga
iNkosi zithi:

USongeongcobezela ungumanzi okuhlalela,

Mpulkumpuku kawusenansiba zokuphapha,

Ucela kwezimaphiko made,

USobuza kwezinde ngumasibekela,

Sinyakuza lapha imizi yamadoda yingabola.

USomhlola ngokuhlola izindaha,

Upbambelele phanst uSobuza

Kwavela ingazi ezandleni.

“Nxa sebenza uyobona nawe ukuthi sekusiphu-
zela unwele kumaSwazi, izilomo namaghawe
eNkosi esebongwa.

“Kukhona omunye umkhosi oBizwa ngokuthi
uMcwasho. Kumenywa izintombi zesizwe zizo-
kukha umhlanga wokwenza izihonga emzini
weNkosi, zihlakule amasimu eNkosi, zigide zivu-
nule ngemvunulo yazo enhle.

“Umuntu kangeni nje azikhulekele eNkosini.
Uqale abikwe enduneni enkulu, yona imbize
alande wudabBa eze ngalo. Nxa luphathelela
eNkosini uzobizwa khona yizinduna eneke udaba
eze ngalo,

“EsiGodlweni samakhosikazi kavunyelwe umu-
ntu wesilisa osekhulile ngaphandle kwabafana aba-
sebancane. Kuye kufunwe amantombazane
angamajongosi abathi bona zidandana, akhelele
amakhosikazi amanzi, awaphekele.

“INkosi iphekelwa umuntu abe munye. Aku-
vunywa ukuba iphekelwe ngamakhosikazi.

“INkosi kayiwaphuzi amanzi abandayo, noma
yomile amanzi ezowaphuza aqala ngokubiliswa
kube ikhathi iwaphuzayo esafudumele.”

Wakhomba lo olandisa uJeqe lezizinto wathi:
“Uyayibona leyantaba, uMdimba. Inezinqaba
ezinkulu, asikho isizwe esingawakhipha khona
amaSwazi. Nxa izwe lihlaselwe, kuthuthelwa
khona ukudla. Eminye imithi yamakhosi anga-
phambi kukaSobuza ihlala khona.”

4%
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Umlandisi kaJeqe wakhomba enye intaba wathi:
“Laphaya kukhona izithando zensimbi eyenza
amakhuba okulima, enzansi kwayo kukhona isi-
thando sethusi elivimvunulo enkulu. Kukhona
izinvanga ezenza amakhuba nezindondo zethusi.
Lamatshe awasileli ekumiseni iNkosi ngoba avimi-
khando yokukhanda izizwe. Nawe wobe awe-
laphi ngokubekwe ngamaSwazi inxa ungayi ezi-
nyvangeni zensimbi ufune kuzo imikhando.”

UJeqge wathi: “Nami ngifike nokwami ukuhla-
kanipha, ningengisindezele kokuthandwa yinina.”

“Umuntu wesifazane kawadli amasi alapho
egane khona, uze aphakelwe kugala. Indoda
vakhe ishaya inkomo, imbize imphakele amasi,
akhangeze ngezandla zombili ithi: ‘Namhla yidla
amasi alapha ekhaya, nansi inkomo engikuphakela
ngayo. Lenkomo eyvakwakho, moma Kkuganwa
umntanakho uyolotsholelwa ngavo.” ”

Athi uJeqge: “Pho nxa kufe iNkosi kwenziwa
njani? Ngiyeke ngezokudla amasi, nakithi kufana
nalokhu ongitshela kona.”

“Ha, ubuza indaba enkulu njalo, engifanele ngi-
kulandise ngayo.

“Nxa kufe iNkosi enkulu yesilisa kuye kulu-
ngiswe kahle isidumbu sayo ngabanumzane nezi-
nduna. Kwakhiwe uhlaka lwezinti nomhlanga
lapho isidumbu sizobekwa khona. Sibe sesiyiswa
endlini yvayo enkulu. Sekuzofunwa izinkabi ezi-
mnyama ezikhulwini, zibe lishumi. Kufunwe
imbuzi emnyama. Kuthi phakathi kobBusuku
obukhulu lapho kukhala izinkuku zokuqala
liphume naso isidumbu ibandla nomphakathi.

“RsiGodlweni laphayva sekukhethwe abafazi
fayvo abathile noma Bangaba yishumi; kuthathwe
abemunye wesilisa obfevama ukuyiphekela, ku-
thathwe amakhanzi, nezitsha, nempahla ebivunula
ngavo, bBonke laba baphelekezele isidumbu esi-
thwelwe aBayibutho layo Behamba Bephumuzana
Bekhwela intaba Beva emgedeni oyindlu yemvelo.
NaBanve Bagquba izinkomo nembuzi eyodwa.
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Hathi ukufika emgedeni lapho kulahlwa khona
pnke amakhosi akwaNgwane kungene abathwele
isidumbu Bekhanyiselwe ngezihlonti zobaqa. Ku-
1.11:011iswe izinkomo, enye ihlatshwe nabafazi bayo
babulawe kanye nalo oyedwa wesilisa abulawe
%mthiwu bazolibazisa iNkosi. Kube sekuvela
imbongi ibonge onke amakhosi asafa ithi: ‘Nango
uh‘uﬁani!iani othize, wathi, wathi. Simlethe kini,
nazi nezinkomo esizethula kini nina madlozi ama-
khl‘llu esizwe sakithi.’ Kubuywe khona phakathi
kobusuku, kuyasa sebegezile emfuleni Bayva ema-
khaya., Sekuzokhalwa njalo ekuseni ng‘ebzinkuku
zokugcina kukhalelwa iNkosi.” )

Abuze uJeqe athi: “UMdlunkulu uzila kanjani?”

Umlandisi aphendule athi: “Kuzilwa kuze ku-
phele iminyaka emithathu. Amakhosikazi eluka
u}shani abughele emakhanda, eluke oBunye abu-
i.yuce Buvundle ezidunjini kanye nasokhalweni.
Habemhlophe yibo, umuntu angabafuni abafelwe-
vo. Kuthi nxa sekwedlule iminyvaka emibili, ngo-
wesithathu kugoqwe lonke uzalo. Kube umkhosi
omkhulu, kuhlatshwe izinkomo, kugaywe
utshwala, kube sekuthiwa siphelile isililo. “Ama-
khn.clka@i asengangenwa abanawe b6eNkosi. Futhi
asengaziqomela abathandayo, kodwa bBonke aba-
ntwana abazalwa ngokungenwa, abeNkosi—Bayifa
leNkosi.” )

ISAHLUKO X,

U,]t‘l'](‘ esiGodlweni sakwaZulu futhi

INkosi yakwaZulu uDingane yezwa ngodumo
111_I{aM('hunu invanga yaseSwazini. Wathuma
abantu eNkosini yamaSwazi ecela ukuba ithumele
uMchunu aze kokwelapha abantwana bBayo aBa-
gulayo. Kwakugula intandokazi yayo t‘.‘né’u.\'lew
nkulu. Yavuma iNkosi vamaSwazi. UMchunu
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wahamba ephekezelwa abBafana Bakhe ababili,
nendoda ephuma eNkosini yamaSwazi.

Ufika ezweni lakubo uJeqe esenesilevu, eBunzini
lapha ughela ngesiphandla ukuze ababemazi
lapha eseyinsizwa kuTshaka fangamboni. Wafika
gede wahlala endlini anikwa yona, wangathanda
ukuya ebandla esaba ukuthi uzodaluleka. Wafika
into yokugala welapha iNkosi, wathi ngemilingo
ayvenzayo wesabBeka bBathi abazange bayibone
inyanga enje kwaZulu. Wanikwa ukuba angene
esiGodlweni elaphe abantwana namantombazana
eNkosi. Washayelwa amashumi amathathu ezi-
nkomo.

Wacela ngelinye ilanga wathi ufisa ukuvobamba
izinvamazane zasolwandle, washiya ikhehla no-
munye umfana, wahamba naye wamunye, kanti
ugonde ukuyobona abazali Bakhe. Uthe efika
ekhaya kubo wayezenza umuntu wezizwe nje
eBuza indaba, ngangomuso waya ekhehleni eli-
nguyise waziveza kulo kuqala, wathi malitshele
unina, kepha angabikho omunye owazi lendaba.
Wajabula unina wakhala wathi, “Ngase ngidelile
mntanami, ngangingasethembi ukuba ngiyobuye
ngikubone.”

Lokhu Basenhla komuzi Bobathathu uJeqe wa-
suka phansi esikhathini sakhe ebaleka kufe
uTshaka, wabalandisa indaba yonke. Lokhu
usesisusile isiphandla ebunzini, sebembBona nje-
ngoba enjalo, aBamfuni nokumfuna ngoba ufana
naBanewabo. Bathi: “Ungahlali isikhathi eside
lapha kwaZulu, uzodaluleka, uDingane akubu-
lale.” Wathi uJeqe: “Qha, nami ngilapha nje
ngoba ngathanda ukuzobona nina, umsebenzi wami
uphelile kuDingane, inhliziyo yami ayithokozi nge-
mikhuba valapha kwaZulu ngokubulawa kwa-
fantu. Ngicela nje Haba ukuba uhlenge isalukazi
lesi usiyise emzini wami eSwazini ngiye kosibusisa
noma kungaphela inyanga nihambe nilala eduze,
akucala. Kepha kuhle nifune isu lokuthi nihamba
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nibadala nje niyvaphi. Mina ngifuyele kuDingane
ngohlala izinsuku noma zingaba amashumi ama-
Bili, ngithathe izinkomo zami zokwelapha ngibu-
vele eSwazini.”

Hahlala noyvise wamzekela izindaba ezasale
zenzeka. Wathi: “Asihlezi kahle lapha kwela-
kwaZulu, Jeqe. Sikhumbula uTshaka noma wa-
vesikhathaza ngokuhlasela ezizweni, uDingane
usebaqgedile abantu ngokubabulala. Sewabulala
Bonke abakayise uSenzangakhona. Sewabulala
abafowabo oGubuzela, oMhlangano, oMathambo,
oMachaphashiye, oMphansi, oNsikalende, noM6bu-
!ali. UMpande wasinda nayve ngoba wayezishaya
isithutha ebuquzeka emlotheni, athi nxa eBona
uDingane athathe namathambo ezinkomo esezafa
ede ewanuka abuye awalahle; Bathi akasiyeke
angasibulali isithutha lesi, nembala \\'am_\-'ckn.‘

“Kanti uMpande uhlakaniphile uyazenzisa.

Kwathi ngelinye ilanga kuxoxwa impi neNkosi,
eMgungundlovu esibayveni, uDingane wadinwa
ukuba ibutho elivintanga yvakhe lehlulwe, Awu,
Awu, Awu, Isibejane, Awu, Awnu, Awu! '
_ “HBasuka lapho baya kuMpande, kwaqoqana
izwe elikhulu kuMpande, abBantu sefenengwa
uDingane. Wayesethi uDingane kuNdlela in(hm&
vakhe enkulu, ‘Nathi uMpande sithutha, anginga-
mbulali, nakhu abantu esefathumbile. Futhi use-
zele, uzele uCetshwayo, uzele uHamu, uzele
uZiwedu’,

“Manje uDingane ufuna isu lokubulala uMpa-
nde, wakhipha umgeku wezithole ezimBala munyve
(_:set‘hi akuhambe uNgcangwana noMathunjana
ba_m.\'ise kuMpande, ikhona eyokuza koziﬁnlnp:a,
afike ambulale, kulandwe nabantaBakhe Bafike
babulawe. Bafika nazo emzini kaMpande Bathi:
‘Uthi okayihlo, Bamba’. Lapho kwaphuma isifa-
zane sik’ik’izela sahalalisa ukufika kwezinkomo.
UMpande esebabizela endlini laba abafika nazo,
E!S@li%}h[af?i:-i;l incokazana kwezaseM©bBelebeleni,
kanti yizona uDingane ayezidinwa kakhulu
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lezonkomo ngoba izona uMpande aziphiwa
unina.

“Mhla Besuka ekhaya uNdlela, uNdunankulu
kaDingane weyelaye uNgcangwana wathi, ‘Anothi
nxa senivalelisa ukhiphe isigqobela endlebeni
sengathi uyabema, usibeke phansi ngamabomu,
sengathi sikukhohlile, kanti uzobuyela uthi ukho-
hlwe yiso, ube usumnyenyezela uMpande uthi
akasuke awele uThukela, uDingane uhlose uku-
mbulala’.

“Wayethe uDingane akuze kutshelwe uMpande
amazise nxa esemhambela ezobonga izinkomo
ikhona eyotshela abantu Bamhlinzeke ngotshwala
nangezinkomo endleleni.

“Lezwa gede iqili elinguMpande lawela uThu-
kela, lawela eDlokweni.

[genge elidlule umuthi lawuyeka,
Isiyengane sikaNdaba,

Sivengwe uNgcangwana,
NoMathunjana,

Besiyenga ngomqgeku wezithole.
UMpande ke lowo!
UMjokwane kaNdaba.

“Emva le kuDingane kuxoxwa impi, ixoxwa
njalo izinduna kazisezwani. UNdlela, uNduna-
nkulu kezwani noNzobo owayemlandela ebudu-
neni: uNzoBo uthanda kakhulu ukubulala abantu,

kanti uNdlela akumthokozisi lokho. UMpande
usehlangana namaBunu ukuba amchithise uDi-
ngane, amaBunu asebuza indlalifa yakhe. Use-
wakhombisa uCetshwayo, uCetshwayo amaBunu
asethatha isikeyi ejokweni, esecindezela Kkuso
indlebe kaCetshwavo emenza uphawu ngommese.
Zinjaloke ezalapha kithi, mntanami.”

Uthi lapho eyixoxa eyokuhambela ekhaya emva
kokunyamalala iminyaka ethile kwakumnandi
sengathi angebe esahamba. Wathi lapho ese-
dundubele egqumeni elingaphesheya komfula
okukhiwa kuwo amanzi emzini wakubo, wahlala
phansi, waBuka izihlahla nezinkalo lapha ayelusela
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khona. Wakhumbula abafana ayeqhathwa nabo,
Bephundlana ngezinduku, akhumbule nalapho
fehlaba insema eqeleni lalona lololukhalo;
umqgondo wakhe wabuyela ezinsukwini zobufana
Begibela izigude, Becupha izinyoni ngezife nange-
nhlali; bambe amagonsi Belambile Badle ezinko-
meni. Amehlo waweqisa kulololukhalo wabuka
isinindolo sehlathi elingale komuzi wakubo lapho
Babezingela khona Beyingina; wakhumbula ama-
gama ababeguba ngawo enqineni Bethi:
“Wayishayinyamazane,
Yetshe!
Wayishayinyamazane,
Yetshe!”

“Izonzo layo Mthonga, nazi izikhali zethu,
zimhlophe, yilokhu sizilole emakhaya, asiziboni
izinyvamazane, uzisonge kanjani, ulale kanjani
Mthonga na?”

Wakhumbula nalapho uMthonga eseyithetha

ingina ethi, “Eve Buzimba,

Ingina ithi, “Zibanjwe jil”
Umthonga ethi, “Umkhonto enyameni”,
Ingina ithi, “Zibanjwe ji!”
Umthonga ethi, ‘“Eve Buzimba”

Ingina ithi, “Zibanjwe ji!”
Umthonga ethi, ‘“Niqina kweyenkomo.”
Ingina ithi, “Zibanjwe jil!”
Umthonga ethi, ‘“Nazo izinyamazane.”
Ingina ithi, “Zibanjwe ji!”
Umthonga ethi, “Umkhonto enyameni
Inqgina ithi, “Zibanjwe jil!”’

Wathi uJege: “Wo, he! Izinsuku azibuyiselwa
emuva. Ngiyvakhumbula ngihaduliswa uSofoca
kuloluyakhalo engishaya, izinkomo zakithi zidle
insimu yakhe.” Wathi, “Suka mfana, sihambe.”

Uthe efika uJeqe emzini weNkosi kwase ku-
gewele  izinyanga nezangoma zibizwe uye
uDingane, ezohlola uJege ukuthi angabulelana nje
nezanusi zakwaZulu, nokuthi angayenza nje imi-
lingo eyenziwa izingedla zakwaZulu. Uthi esa-
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ngena elawini lakhe, ngenhla lapha uzwa izangoma
zithimula, zizamula, zibodla; wakhohlwa nje uku-
thi kwenzenjani. Kwase kufika izwi liphuma ku-
Dingane ngesithunywa kuye lithi: “INkosi ithi
wenze kahle ufike, ithande ukuba ikughathe ne-
zinyanga nezangoma zakwaZulu ngomuso.”

Kuthe ekuseni kungakasi kahle, wezwa umuntu
ukuthi ikhulile indaba ezanusini. Seziyaphalaza
ngobulawu bBazo, ziyabodla, zivabubula, kuthule
kuthe khwishi.

Wathatha isikhwama sakhe samathambo oku-
bula uJege. Wawathela phansi amathambo wa-
wabuka, wayesethula isikhwama semithi esewa-
khwifa, esewabiza ngamagama awo, ewaphonsa
phansi. Wahleka yedwa wathi: “Nxa ngingabe-
hlulanga kobe uSithela kangifundisanga lutho.”
Wasibopha isikhwama sakhe, namathambo wawa-
buyisela emgodleni.

Kanti phakathi kobusuku uDingane uthume
inceku wathi ayithabathe umnyakanya wakhe
wesakabuli iwufihle esibayeni, iwumboze ngo-
mquba ngasentubeni engenhla.

Kuthe lapha kufudumala ilanga iNkosi yangena
esibayeni, nebandla labuthana. Wathi uDingane
kuNdunankulu: ‘““Biza izangoma nezinyanga zize
lapha.” Zangena esibayeni. INkosi vakhipha
ingcazi votshwala zaphuza, kuyileyonyanga nale-
sosangoma siphuza kolwaso ukhamba. UlJeqe
ephethe umgodlana wakhe wamathambo kuphela.

Wasukuma uDingane wathi: “Nginifize zinya-
nga nani zanusi ngoba kufike lapha inyanga ebu-
lavo nevelaphayo vaseSwazini. Ngayvizwa ngo-
dumo ngathumela eNkosini yakhona ukuba ike ize
lapha izongelaphela abantafami. Ngifuna ukuba
ngiyighathe nezangoma kuqala zokubula, ngibuye
ngiyvighathe nezinyanga zokwelapha. Ngifihle
into lapha phakathi komuzi. Isangoma esiyoyi-
thatha siyilethe lapha kimi ngosinika izinkomo
eziyisihlanu.”
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Zasuka lapho izangoma zabodla, zabubula, zasi-
na. Wayehlezi nje ethule uJeqe. Zangena ngapha-
kathi kwomuzi zafuna, phinde zithole mpahla.
Waphenya umquba eduze nalapho ehlezi khona
uJeqge, wawachitha amathambo akhe. Wawabuka,
wawabuka, wahleka, wawaqoqa, wakhuluma
nawo, waphinda wawachitha. Wathi: “Sengiyi-
tholile into ethukuswe iNkosi. Biza zonke izangoma
ngizikhombise ukuthi zingabafana kimi.” Yazi-
biza iNkosi, zahlala phansi, wasukuma uJeqe,
wabiza umfana wakhe, wathi: “Hamba uphenye
emqubeni laphaya uzofunyanisa umnyakanya
wesakabuli, uwulethe lapha.” Nembala umfana
wawukhipha umnyakanya emqubeni wawuletha
kuJeqe, wawuthatha uJeqe, wawubeka phambi
kweNkosi. Yathi iNkosi: “Qha, uzehlulile izi-
nyanga zakithi.” Yathi ezanusini: “Bekani ngini-
veke ngabomu. Bekuthi anginibulale nonke, kanti
nikhohlisa izwe nje anazi lutho? Hambani nigodu-
ke khona manje!” Zasuka sezinyobozela zaphuma
esibayeni, zathatha yonke into yvazo zahamba.

Wayesethi uDingane: “Ngifuna ukubona
umlingo kinina zinyanga zemithi.,”” Waphuma
uJege walanda isikhwama sakhe. Wakhipha
ikhubalo lalinyve nje, nesikhunjana esincane, wa-
hlala; zayaluza izinyanga zehluleka ukwenza into
egamilevo, kwaze kwafika isikhathi sikalJeqe.
Wathi: “Nkosi ngicela ubisi ngesicathulo.”
Nempela Baluletha ubisi wathi: “Nina bakwaZulu,
nivalubona lolubisi olumhlophe. Ngizophosa udosi
luBe lunye Iwalesikhumba, luzophenduka Iube-
Bomvu."” Kanti lesisikhunjana esesidawana, ne-
mpela wanele waluphonsa nje udosi lwesidawana
ubisi lwaphenduka igazi. Yamemeza iNkosi yathi:
“Awu, nanko phela umhlola!” Lwachithwa.
Wathi uJeqe: ‘“Nazi izinhlanga ezimbili, zizo-
hamba."” Wathatha ukhamba olunamanzi, wafutha
ezinhlangeni, bBazibona zigcogecoma phezu kwa-
manzi.
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Wathi uDingane: “UBehlulile mfo waseSwazini,
nazi izinkomo zakho.” Wayesethi kuNdunankulu:
“Hamba uye esiGodlweni, ubeke isigqgili esibuke-
kayo usilethe lapha ngisendisele kulenyanga.”
LambBongela uJeqge ibandla.

Kuthe ntambama uDingane wabiza uJeqe wathi:
“Ngifuna usuke eSwazini, uze lapha ngizokwenza
invanga vami enkulu ngikwakhele umuzi.” Wa-
bonga udeqge, wathi: “Kodwa phela Nkosi ngi-
thanda ukuhamba nezinkomo iNkosi engiholele
zona, nomfazi lo enginike vena, ikhona nabakithi
beyosheshe Bavume ukuba size lapha, bBebona
ukwephana kweNkosi.”. Yavuma iNkosi yathi:
“Hamba ngizokunika abafana ababili Bakuphele-
kezele.”

Emva laphaya ekhaya kubo kaJeqge uyise nonina
sebahamba Balibangisa eSwazini, Wabalaya uJeqe
ukuba baze Bazibize ngesibongo azibiza ngaso
eSwazini. Nokho ukuhamba kwesalukazi siBuye
sivuvuke izinyawo, Bahlale emzini isikhathi eside
size sibe ngcono. 0OJeqe nabahamba nave Bafika
kugala eSwazini uyise nonina Bengakafiki. Kwe-
jatshulwa ekhaya umnumzane efika nomhlambi
wezinkomo, omkakhe Baphuma ezindlini Bangewe-
nga. Ngalesosikhathi umfana wamazibulo owa-
zalwa uZakhi useyelusa. Wazizungeza izinkomo
ezifika noyise wazibukisisa. ABebethunywe uDi-
ngane ukuba baphekezele uJege, Bahlala izinsuku
ezimbili Bephumule, Baphindela emuva, kwasala
ababili; Bathi mhla kuzokusa Bahambe, wabBahla-
Bisa imbuzikazi bayidla Baze Baphatha nomkhuso
wayo. Ababili abasalayo Babelindele ukuyokho-
nzela uDingane eNkosini yamaSwazi.

Kwadlula izinsuku ezilishumi nambili Befikile,
bafika oyise kaJeqe nonina. Bafika nje usewubi-
kele umuzi wakhe uJeqe ukuthi oyise nonina
bayeza. Bafika imithombo isicwilisiwe, sebebeke
ukuba Bafike nje bBugaliswe utshwala Bedili laBo.
Mhla Befikayo Banikwa intondolo yvembuzi, inone
kuyinhlama. Bamangala nje abazali 6akhe Befika
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esakhe inxuluma lomuzi, 6aBuza ukuthi izinkomo
zokulobola wazithathaphi. Wabalandisa indaba
vokugeda kwakhe isihudo esasiqeda aBantu, nezi-
nkomo azithola lapho nazihola eNkosini yama-
Swazi. Abafazi bakaJeqe B6ayagqigqgizela Ba-
pheka utshwala Bedili, yena ilokhu ethoba isalu-
kazi esingunina, sekuze kwabohla ukuvuvuka
ezithweni nasezingalweni. Wahamba waya eNko-
sini wafike wayilandisa konke ukuhlala kwakhe
kuDingane, nokuthi waya kuBo wabiza uyise
nonina ukuba bazobona umuzi wakhe. Wathi:
“Ngomhlomunye ngiyoBenzela idili.” Wayitshela
iNkosi wathi uDingane ubefuna ukumhluBula
abe yinyanga yakhe, wavuma nje, kodwa emkho-
hlisa ukuze asuke kahle kwaZulu.

Yajabula iNkosi ngokuqoma kwakhe ukuba aBe
inyanga yayo kunokuba ekaDingane. Yamkho-
mbisa iduna elibomvu yathi ihlabisa uyise, nabanta-
benkosi Bayofika edilini. Wajabula kakhulu uJeqe
ezwa lelo, eBonga nenkomo.

Lwafika usuku Iwedili olungalivo. Lokhu
utshwala sekuzichifi emzini kaJeqe.

Ekuseni zawa kumfo kaSikhunyana. Wahlaba
izinkabi ezintathu neduna eliphume eNkosini,
umkakhe amendiselwe uDingane wamhlaBisa isi-
thole esimpevukazi. Kuthe lapho kufudumala
ilanga bafika abantabBenkosi, Bephekezelwa ihele
lamajaha. Lokhu phakathi kwomuzi sekunuka
ulwasi lwenyama, seBeyvahaya aBafike ekuseni.
utshwala abudingeki. Bathe ukuba Bafike aBa-
ntwana Bakhonjiswa ilawu labo Bodwa nezinceku
zabo. Wabahlabisa eyabo Bodwa inkomo umfo
kaSikhunyana. Kwaphuzwa, kwadliwa inyama,
badakwa, abanye sebebeda nje. Omunye ebonga
uJege wathi, wasinda ezoBulawa alahlwe no-
Tshaka, kanti uxoxa nje, kukhona omunye endlini
wakwaZulu ophekezele uJeqe nezinkomo azihole
kuDingane. Wathula lomfo, waqghathanisa ikhehla
elinguSikhunyana noJeqe. Wabona ukuba aBa-
kwaZulu impela laBbaBantu, kepha indaba ikhu-
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lunywa lonke elakwaZulu ukuthi insila kaTshaka
uJeqe weqa esezobulawa alahlwe neNkosi. Pho
aBantu Besuthi utshwala amukho osahlonipha no-
kukhuluma nogaphela ingozi yokudaluleka kuka-
Sikhunyana noJeqe. Agida amaSwazi, naba-
ntwana sebBeyixubevange ekuthokozeni kwalolo-
suku. BabBona nje oSikhunyana nomkakhe ukuthi
indodana yabo ingumuntu omkhulu kulelizwe.
ABantwana baze balala Bavukela kubo utshwala
ngangomuso.

Lithe ukuba lidlule idili Bavalelisa laba ababe-
phekezele uJeqe ephuma eBukhosini kwaZulu.
Lokhu BaseBeyile koMkhulu eSwazini Beyokho-
nzela uDingane. Babeyiphathele izikhumba ezi-
ntathu zivela kuDingane. Ezimbili kwaku eze-
zingwe, esinye kungesensele. Kuthe lapho sebe-
yovalelisa koMkhulu eSwazini, iNkosi vamaSwazi
vabanika izikhumba ezimbili zengulule kwaba
umkhonzo kuDingane. Wafika wajabula uDingane
lapho eBona umkhonzo weNKkosi yvaseSwazini.
Bathe ukuba Bazeneke phambi kwakhe wathi:
“Ake nixoxe phela ukuthi linjani elakwaNgwane,
naBonani khona?” Badumisa idili likaJeqe alenzela
aBazali bakhe aPaphuma khona lapha kwaZulu.
Balanda Baze Bafika ezwini abalizwa likhulunywa
omunye umuntu ethi inyanga le insila kaTshaka.
Yethuka iNkosi ukuba izwe lokhu.

Yabiza abantu abaBili yathi: “Hambani khona
manje niye kobiza uSikhunyana wakwabButhelezi,
nxashane nifika engekho nibize indodana yakhe
enkulu.” Bahamba ngokushesha laBobantu, Baye
Bafika emzini kaSikhunyana, Bamfica engekho,
Babiza indodana yakhe enkulu. Yabiza abafo-
wabo ababili ukuba Bayiphekezele, yahamba yaye
yvafika kuDingane. Wayibuza uDingane ukuthi
uyvise uphi. Yathi: “OBbaba nomame fahamba
fathi Bahambela kwadadewethu owendela nga-
lapha eMfolozi, enhla nayo.” “Landa ukuthi
fathi Behamba kwakungazange kufike muntu
lapho kini na?” Yathi: “Kwafika indoda ithi
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ingeyangalapha eSwazini kodwa mina angizange
ngimbone lowo muntu ngamuzwa ngendaba. Aka-
hlalanga isikhathi eside. Wathi ukuBa ahambe
ubaba nomame bBahamba nabo. Ukuphela engi-
kwaziyo, futhi kuze kube namhla kabakaBuyi.”

Yathi iNkosi: “Hamba nalaBabantu ababBili niye
lapho kwadadewenu nibuze ukuthi USikhunyaﬁa
5{:110mka!(he bake Bafika nje? Nisheshe niBuye
nizongazisa."” 5

Kwadlula izinsukwana Behambile babuya nezwi
lokuthi Bafika, Balala amalanga amathathu Ba-
dlula Baya eSwazini. Kwamkhanyela uDingane
ukuthi uJeqe wazifihla sonke isikhathi elapha
?{(}Mkhulu. Yathi: “Yisho, ayengaze angasisusa
1:_:1.1?ha_n(l]a eBunzini! Impela isithunzi sakhe sasi-
sibi l§1mi, ngangingajabuli nxashane ngihlezi naye
kanti ungeleka ngesithunzi sikaTshaka.” "

Wa_ﬁiza amadoda omkhandlu wawalandisa
ukuthi inyanga le ekade yelapha aBantaBbeNkosi
uJeqe kaSikhunyana wakwabButhelezi. Ubuya
ekuhambeni okuningi uza lapha emzini weNkosi
gnlda]g. uletha imihlola yodwa, “Angisho nokuthi
1zimpi siyozinqoba lomhlola ungagezwanga.  Ni-
thini madoda ngendaba enje?”

Waphendula uNdunankulu wathi: “Kuhle ku-
thunywe amadoda eNkosini yamaSwazi ilethe
uSikhunyana noJeqe lapha kwaZulu njengoba
nempela abantu 6akho 6oBabili ayinakwala nabo.”
Lgkhalipha izwi likaNdunankulu onke amadoda
alivuma. Kwasuswa amadoda asihlanu athu-
n.\'f?lwa eNkosini yamaSwazi ukuba ithumele
uSikhunyana nendodana yakhe uJeqge lo oke weza
kokwelapha eNdlunkulu. Lithe ukuba lifike
lelozwi eNkosini yamaSwazi yambiza uJeqe va-
m}shela amazwi afike nezikhonzi zakwaZulu.
\}-ala_ uJeqe wathi: “Angiyi kwaZulu., Nawe
3\-_]\'051 nxa ungasangifuni ungangitshela nje ngizi-
dingele; kodwa ukuthi ngingaya kunl)ingane
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kungaba umhlola.”  “Pho, oyihlo nonyoko bazo-
kwenzenjani?” kuBuza iNkosi. “Sebeyofela laku-
fele khona mina, ngoba uDingane uyofike ababu-
lale athi Babengamtsheli ngani mhla ngizidalula
kubo na?” Yathi iNkosi: “Lingabe lifile elakwa-
Ngwane nxa umuka lapha BHuthelezi. Uwena
osuphethe yonke imithi yobukhosi Bakulelizwe,
noDingane usengakuthola ngokuba aqale anqobe
amaSwazi.”

Wagoduka inhliziyo yakhe yenamile uJeqe emva
kokuzwa amazwi anjena ephuma emlonyeni
weNkosi.

[Nkosi yvawabiza amanxusa kaDingane yathi
kuwo, “Amanga, uButhelezi ayinakuze imdedele
iNkosi ngoba uyinyanga yayo noyise usekhonzile
lapha eSwazini.” Amanxusa agoduka nalelozwi
leNkosi yamaSwazi. Kwaphembeka ubutha obu-
khulu phakathi kwamaZulu namaSwazi. Izimpi
ezalandela lesosenzo zaze zaliwa indodana kaJeqe
enkulu ezalwa uZakhi. Ixhegu, ubButhelezi nesa-
lukazi sakhe bafela eSwazini 6alahlwa uJeqe
nabazukulu 6abo.

Umlandu walesisenzo awuzange uphele phakathi
kwalezizizwe. NoDingane wafa ngomkhonto
wamaSwazi ngaphambi kwabaningi abafa 6elwa.

UJeqe wachuma njalo elapha amakhosi akwa-
Ngwane waze waba indoda endala, washiya
elikhulu ifa lezinkomo nenzalo enkulu.

Wafika komunye umuzi inkomo izele amawele
amankonvane, sekubizwe nesangoma ukuba sizo-
bula lomhlola ovele ekhaya. Sebecabanga ukuyi-
Bulala kanye namankonyane ayo. Wala uJeqe
wathi: “Kithi kwaZulu zivabangqgwa. Kuhlatshwa
imbuzi emnyama, isikhumba sisikwe, siboshelwe
ezintanyeni zamankonyane.” Nembala kwenziwa
lokho, amankonyane akhula kahle ephilile.

Indodana yakhe yafunda uBunyanga, noma inga-
fikanga emandleni kayise okwelapha yayidumile
ngokwazi imithi.
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Inzalo yonke kalJeqe yayizighayisa ngokuthi
amaZulu anqgoba zonke izizwe kodwa awazange
awanqgoBbe amaSwazi ngoba wayevimba ngemithi
yakhe uJeqe, lokhu impi yayichelwa uye esaphila.
Kuningi okukhumbuza indaba kaJeqe eSwazini
nanamhlanje. Basekhona abakwaButhelezi aba-
ngamaSwazi khona le. Kwathi ukuba kudaluleke
ukuthi uJeqe lo owakwabButhelezi, lacima igama
nesibongo sokuthi “Mchunu”, kwachuma esempela.

UZakhi wakhula waze waba isalukazi emva ko-
kuzala izingane ezisithupha. Wayeke akhumbule
igama aligamba ogwini lapho edlalisa izingane
zakhe ephethwe uthando lwendoda yakhe:

“Ngeke zingikhohle,
Lezonsuku ezimnandi, Jeqe,
Sicosha amagobolondo,
Ogwini loSuthu,

Jeqe, zazimnandi lezozinsuku,
Sicosha amagobolondo,
Ogwini loSuthu.”
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