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PREFACE. 

THE following narrative has been written in com
pliance with the urgent request of many, whom the 
writer held in great respect, that he would give to the 
Christian public the benefit of his own personal recol
lections, and of those sources of information which he 
alone· could command, concerning ' 1 the beginning of 
the Gospel " among the Bechuana Tribes. 

His own share in this now :flourishing Mission was 
full of suffering, which compelled him to leave the 
ground before the harvest began to be reaped from the 
precious seed, in the first sowing of which he had the 
honour of bearing a part. 

The later part of this history is briefly given by 
gathering and connecting toget\er the chief items of 
information, which 'have hitherto been scattered here 
and there in various publications, for the most part of 
the Wesleyan Missionary Society. 

April, 1865. 
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ERRA.TA. 

Page 6 line 17 for become read became. 
7 2 .. Holm .. Helm. 
7 16 ditto ditto. 

16 .. 18 Groots Groote. 
20 n 20 .. Enklo .. Enklo. 
25 14 .. ditto .. ditto. 
SS .. 10 .. We He . 
38 .. 18 ., Erafsagai .. Eratsagai . 
78 .. 12 .. Bnttapees .. Batlapees. 
84 7 Modeema .. Modeemo. 

115 .. 6 .. Va Oa. 
,, 116 ,, 22-30 Bautse Bantae. 

121 11 ,, ditto ditto. 
183 .. 13 ,, Lattakoon .. Lattakoo. .. 155 ,, 32 Waterhouse., Whitworth. 
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FOUNDING 
O.F TH.E 

BECHUANA MISSION. 

CHAPTER I. 

OCCUPIED in Miasionary Labour in Namacqualand-Received Informa-
tion from the Missionary Co111J11ittee, Loudon, to proceed to the. 
Bechnana Conntry-Delayed by Drought in the Desert-Thunder-
1howera-Enter upon the Journey-Leave Reed ~fount-Qnaggu 
and Zebras iu the Dcllel't-Accident to the Wagon while descend
ing a steep Hill-Joined by our Conductors-Bad Water-Awful 
Desert-Arrive on the third Day at Watet and Grass-Kabbas
Arrive at the Orange River-Proceed eastward-Intense Bcat
Crosa to the North Side-Sudden Flood-Griqua. 

Al'TER having been occupied a.e a W esleyan-Methodiat 
Missiona.ry at Cape Town, with the Re.,-, B. Shaw, I joined 
the Rev. E. Edwards in Little Nama.cquala.nd. In the 
midst of our work, among the Hottentot& at Khamiea 
Berg and Reed Fountain, I received inetrµctione from the 
Missionary Committee, in London, to attempt the forma
tion of a Mission station in the Bechuana country. Imme
diately, without conferring " with ffeeh and blood," I com
menced preparation for the arduous journey, in which I 
was to be accompanied by my wife and child, and maid
servant. 

We were told that, owing to long-continued drought, it 
would be impoeeible to cross the desert that lay between 
us and the Great ;River, until rain fell. We remained, 
therefore, at Reed Fo'Olltain nearly three· montha ; where, 

B 

o,,i,,ecto,Google 



2 FOUNDING OF THE :OECBUANA llll88ION, 

and at some adjacent places, I and my wife found work to 
do, among half-castes; Hottentots, and Bushmen, and were 
greatly encouraged with the success given by the Divine 
blessing to our effortll. Those among them who gave 
evidence of having received the grace of God in truth, 
were recommended to join the station at Khamies Berg, 
where they would have the means of grace, and be under 
pastoral care, 

Front that place, Mr. Edwards sent me word that 
thunder-showers had begun to fall in the desert to the 
north; and that a wagon had arrived from the Great River, 
and would in a short time return. On receiving this infor
mation, I rode over to Khamies Berg, and entered into an 
arrangement with the owners of the wagon, that they 
ahould convey me and my family to the Great River, and 
that one of them should drive 0111· oxen to Griqua Town. 

All things being ready, we departed from Reed Mount, 
amid the regrets and tears of the people; some of whom 
accompanied us a day's journey, and remained until we 
set forward on the following morning. 
· We travelled through a barren and desolate land, in 
which we saw no living creature beside our own party, 
except when the quagga or zebra passed; reminding us, 
in their lonely course, of some impressive imagery of the 
Hebrew prophets. (Jer. ii. 24, and Hos. viii. 9.) 

On the third day we had to descend a steep ridge ; the 
. wagon bounding from rock to rock, sometimes down a. 
step of between one and two feet deep. A long strap waa 
tied to the top of the tilt, the other end of which I held in 
my hand, in order that when I saw the wagon sway, I 
might endeavour to prevent it upsetting. When descend
ing one of these steps, the chain which locked the hind 
wheels broke, and I was drawn with my chest against the 
wheel so violently, as to give me much pain at the time, and 
leave mischief from which I suffered for years afterwards. 
When the accident happened, we were not fa>: from the bot
iiom of the alope; and, though the oxen were unable to check. 
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CRAPTEB I. s 
its descent, the wagon with its passengers providentially 
escaped injury. 

Whilst delayed a few days, repairing the damage our 
wagon had received, we were joined by the party who had 

. come from the Great River and by a border farmer, or Boor, 
who, hearing of our expedition, availed himself of the 
opportunity of crossing the desert in our company. HiB 
errand was to barter with the people dwelling near the 
Great River. 

January 1st, 1822, on the border of the desert, was one 
-0f the most uncomfortable days that I spent in Africa 
.The heat was almost past endurance, the wind blf\W in. 
strong gusts, bringing suffocating clouds of dust from the 
aea of sand around us ; ·even an ostrich that passed us, ran 
with open mouth, as if gasping for breath. As the sun 
declined, our oxen were yoked ; and, about evening twi
light, we arrived at a spring of water. Its taste and smell 
::were very bad, and both men and cattle that drank of it 
,mff'ered severely ; the latter writhing in the yoke with pain. 

We had two teams of oxen; and, about midnight, 
~hanged one for the other in the yoke, and again at the 
dawn of morning. We cast om· eyes around upon "a. 
-waste howling wilderness," with not an object to relieve 
the gaze, except a. fleet zebra which crossed our track, with 
head erect, nostrils distended, and seeming hardly to touch 
the ground as he sped along. Long before noon, the
heat and lurid glare reflected from the sand became in
tolerable. At mid-day we came to a hollow where rain
-water was expected to be found ; but we were disappointed. 
The oxen lowed, the goats bleated, and the horses became 
piteously tame, following us as if imploring that we 
would quench their thirst. After two hours' rest, and 
.having prepared a little coffee, with water we had taken in . 
.a. barrel, we set forward. A second night was spent in 

. wearisome journeying through sand. At intervals, the 
· drivers of the loose cattle called out that a goat had 

..fainted, and we stopped to take it on one of the wagons : 
B2 
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4, FOUNDING OF THE BECHUANA MISSION. 

then, that such an ox would not travel any more! As 
light came the second morning, we gazed round upon th& 
horizon, but nothing appeared except the same dismal 
waste. A low eminence is before us ; our eyes are fixed 
upon it, hoping that when it is reached, some relief will be . 
presented by a different view. We ascend : our prospect 
is indeed extended, but it has the same sickening aspect ~ 
sand, sand, and nothing besides ! 

When the third night came, we made slow progress, as 
our draught oxen were nearly exhausted. The coolnee& of 
the night refreshed them, and they began to draw heart.ily 
as if in hope ; and indeed in the morning we found our
selves among low bushes and grass. The late rain had • 
fallen here, and a fountain of water· gushed from the 
mountain-side ! 0, it was delicious ! It was as life from 
the dead. The cattle drank freely, and then browsed on 
the tufted graee which had sprung up since the rain. 

The pain in my right side now became very acute, so 
that I could not lie upon it, nor find rest. The Boor who 
had joined our part,y, complained at the same time of dis
tressing head-ache, and said that bleeding had relieved 
him on former occasions, and he had no doubt would again 
now. As I thought the same treatment would also be of 
service to me, we agreed to operate on each other. My 
medicine-chest supplied the lancets. We uncovered 011r 
arms, and I proceeded to bleed the farm.er, who then per
formed the same kind office for me, and both were much 
relieved. I have little doubt, that if this bleeding could 
have been followed by suitable medicine, diet, and rest, I 
should have escaped the sufferings I had subsequently to 
endure. We rested nearly a week at this oasis to refresh 
ourselves and the cattle. We found that the rain-cloud 
had proceeded in a line stretching east and west, and had 
fallen upon a strip of land from two to three miles broad,. 
which appeared as a beautiful green belt on the. earth. 
How many miles it reached in length, from the shore of the
Atlantic eastward, we had no means of ascertaining. W & 
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<CIU.PTER I. 5 

sa.w several flocks of divers species of the antelope feasting 
upon the herbage and graBB. On either side of this belt 
the ground was dry and barren. As our route was from 
south to north, 011 setting forth again we soon left this 
-verdure, and again entered upon the desert, across which 
we travelled, fifteen .or sixteen hours, to a place call Kabba.a, 
where there is a remarkable range of perpendicular rocks, 
looking as if reft asunder, and left standing a few yards 
.a.part from each other. Proceeding about half a mile 
amongst these rocks, and digging a hole in the sand be
tween them, I . thrust down an iron ramrod, which was 
moist when drawn up again; a sign that ·there was water 
beneath. So we dug deeper in the sand until the water 
,eollected. 

The earneatneaa with which we dug, the manner in 
which the water sprang, and the gratification we enjoyed 
.at our success, forcibly reminded me of the Israelites in the 
wilderness: " Then Israel sang this song, Spring up, 0 
-well ; sing ye unto it : the princes digged the well, the 
.nobles of the people digged it, by the direction of the law
,giver, with their staves." (Num. xri. 17.) 

After drinking,• and filling our vessels to bear to the 
-wagons, we sloped the descent to the water, and drove our 
-oxen down, two at a time, having now and then to open the 
place again with our spades, as their feet had trodden in 
the sand. Thus we proceedM until all of them had drunk. 
We sent on the loose cattle immediately, and then yoked 
.those which drank the last, and followed them. The poor 
.animals seemed to understand the necessity of the case, 
and were very docile and tractable. 

We had to make another 'great effort before arriving at 
the river, towards which our course was directed. Again 
we had to dig for water; but too deep for the oxen to 
descend; so we brought it to them in pails, and sent them 
on as they di-ank. We travelled the whole night; and as 
the next morning dawned, we could see in the distance 
before us a dark coloureq b,md, which, mr driver !laid, wae 
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6 FOUNDING OF THE BECHUANA MISSION. 

formed by the trees growing at the Great River: We were 
a long time gradually descending towards it, over hard 
bare ground on which the few remains of bushes were 
black, as if they had been burnt with fire. The people at 
the river said there had been no rain there during the 
past three years ! Their cattle subsisted on the herbag& 
growing on the brink of the river. 

It was rather amusing to witness how oxen; goats, dogs, 
and men rushed to the stream as soon as liberated, and 
seemed as if they would draw up the river, so eagerly they 
drank of it. For myself, I both drank and threw off my 
garments and plunged into it. The heat out of the water 
was intense, so that even flies, which we afterwards found 
so troublesome in the Bechua.na land, did not exist here ! 
Tlie tube of my thermometer having been broken on the way. 
I was not able to learn the degree of temperature; but 
the ground become so hot at mid-day that our dogs howled 
to set their feet on it, and I lost six oxen with sore feet. 

Our route now was to the east, up the banks of the 
Orange River, keeping as near to it as the ground would. 
admit, and often catching sight of the hippopotamr, 
which are numerous hereabouts. We crossed, to the north 
side at Bishop's Ford, and then entered the region of the 
notorious Africaaner, once a cruel marauder, but after
wards a humble Christian, of whom an aooount has been 
published by the Rev. R. Moffat. 

We soon had cause to be thankful that we had crossed 
the river; for one day, when there had been no previous 
signs of any change, the river suddenly increased to a. 
great flood, bearing along on its turbid waters branches, 
trees, and much debris towards the sea. We arrived at the 
home of our guides and helpers, where, after a short rest, 
we left all except Paul Engleb:-echt, who had engaged to 
drive my wagon to Griqua. On leaving the river we again 
entered a dry and thirsty land, and had a long and arduous 
journey to White Water Fountain, and then to Griqua 
Town. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Guciu.L-lllneas-Death of Child and Funeral-Journey to Reed's Ford 
-Stony Ground-Winterfeld and Sneewberg-Rev. A. Faure
Stay at GraaffReinett, and Illness-Rev. A. Faure's Hospitality and 
Kindness-Visit of Rev. William Shaw-Of Rev. W. Threlfall
Lepers-Removal of Mr. Faure to Cape Town-Arrival of Rev, 
T. L. Hodgson. 

AT Griqua Town we were kindly welcomed by the Rev. 
:Mr. Holm and his wife, of the London Missionary Society; 
also by Mr . .Melville, Colonial Government Resident. Here 
also we met the Rev. S. Kay and wife, whom I had been 
sent to join in an endeavour to commence a Mission 
among the Bechuanas. I soon found that his views of the 
state of the country were by no means in favour of the 
attempt. Mrs. Kay, too, was. then unfit to travel. Not 
long after our arrival, my dear wife was delivered of a son, 
who died in about twenty-four hours after his birth. I 
was taken very ill, and endured great suffering. It was 
with difficulty that I could leave my wife on her couch 
when our baby's remains were carried to the grave. How
ever, with the aBSistance of one of the brethren, and a stick 
in my hand, I accompanied them to the place of interment, 
where the Rev. H. Holm performed the funeral service. I 
tarried to witneBB the filling up the grave, during which I 
observed several small slabs or boards, marking the place 
where the mortal remains of individuals formerly at the 
station had been buried. 

After nearly two months' delay, my illness increasing, and 
my strength gone, I was advised to accompany Mr. and 
Mrs. Kay in the journey they were about to take into the 
Albany District, and seek medical help at the nearest station 
where it could be obtained. We therefore left Griqua. 
Town in their company, crossed the Orange River at 
Reed's Ford, and soon entered into the colonial boundaries. 
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8 FOUNDING OF THE :OECHUANA MISSION, 

I felt it a disappointment, and trial to my faith, to be 
necessitated to ta.ke thia retrograde movement, even before 
visiting the country and people to whom I had been sent. 
However, my temporary sojourn in Griqua Town was not 
in vain in reference to the Bechuana Mission ; for I ob
tained there information respecting tho tribes of that 
people, which led to the course subsequently ta.ken by 
another colleague, who joined me when partially recovered, 
with whom I returned as a pioneer, at least, to the people 
on whom my heart had been set. 

Our journey from the Great River was over a rocky 
country, on which our wagon jolted so much as to occasion 
me excruciating pain, and had frequently to be stopped to 
allow a little respite ; indeed, my companions thought my 
life was ebbing out, and they would have to dig a grave for 
me in the desert. Our route was through Winterfeld and 
Sneewberg, where we had stormy and very cold weather. 
After twenty-six days of painful travelling, we arrived at 
Graaff Reinett. 

The Rev. A. Faure, Dutch clergyman of the Reformed 
Church, having been informed of the approach of our 
wagons, and of my affliction, rode out to meet us. He 
turned his horse 'to my wagon, and, after a few introduc
tory remarks, said, " However mysterious the providence of 
God may appear, in removing Missionaries from spheres of 
usefulness, yet the Divine government is doubtless con
ducted on principles of infinite wisdom ; and though we 
may prefer to serve God rather than to suffer, yet, perhaps, 
the Divine Being is as much glorified by the panive as by 
the active graces." These sentiments, though not new, 
were, in the circumstances in which I then heard them, as 
a cordial to my spirits. · 

As we drew near the town, this Christian pastor, and, to 
me, angel of mercy, directed the driver of the oxen to the 
. yard of the manse, then rode forward, and, with hie excel
lent lady, was ready to receive and welcome us to their 

. hospitable mansion on our arrival at the gate. In a few 
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days Mr. and Mrs. Kay proceeded to Graham's Town, and 
eventually entered into the Kaffir Mission. 

An English surgeon, 'resident in Graaff Reinett, saw me 
the morning after my aiTival, and continued bis pro
feBSional attendance during my stay. He wondered bow I 
bad survived the severity of my di.aeaf,e, and attributed 
it, under God, to my good constitution, but could not 
conceal his apprehension of a fatal issue. One evening 
the crisis seemed to have come, and those about me thought 
that I could not survive another night, and some of the 
·servants sat up, expecting that they would have to prepare 
·my body for burial. My dear wife knelt at the bed side, 
watering it with her tears ; but commending me to the 
grace of God, and imploring Hill protection and blessing 
.in her widowed state, in a strange land. Then, I believe, 
He gave me back to her. What my attendants thought to 
be death, was a doze, in w bicb I seemed to see bright 
spirits gliding to and fro, among whom I recognised several 
whom I had known in England, who bad " died in the 
Lord." At length my consciousness returned, or I awoke 
from sleep, in a sweet calm and peace of mind. The report 
got out that I was dead ; but I remember I fell into a 
train of reasoning to the effect that if the Lord pleased I 
would gladly join those happy spirits in Paradise ; but if it 
were His will to spare me, as I was not yet thirty years of 
age, and permit me to labour in His work, and especially 
in the Mission field, I might spend forty years in that work 
before I should arrive at threescore years and ten. Such 
thoughts occupied my mind. I desired to live to preach 
the Gospel to the heathen, and, thank God, He permitted 

_me to return to the native tribes in the Becbuana country! 
The Missionary Notices for February, 1823, contain a 

letter from me to the Committee, dated August 20th, 1822, 
giving an account of partial recovery, and of the Rev. A. 
Faure's kindness to me, which they recorded in the fol
lowing minute, a copy of which was sent by the Secretary 
to the Rev. W. Shaw, Chairman of the District. "Read 
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a letter from Mr. Broadbent, giving an account of his late 
sickness. He mentions particularly the kindness of the 
Rev. A. Faure, Dutch Minister of Graaff Reinett, at 
whose house ha was entertained with his family, and. 
nursed gratuitously four months. 

"Resolved. That a letter of thanks be written to the 
Rev. A. Faure, for this very generous act of Christian 
kindness, and that Mr. William Shaw be requested to pre
sent him with twenty guineas from the Committee, or, if 
he should think that it would be more· agreeable to Mr. 
Faure's feelings to receive presents to that amount, Mr. 
Shaw be authorized to present such articles as he may 
think most acceptable to a family living in South Africa." 

This acknowledgment. of the Committee was duly 
appreciated by myself and family. Mr. Shaw came over 
from Graham's Town to see us, and make his respects to 
my generous host. It is due to that excellent Minister to 
record also, that, in the spirit of his previous disinterested
ness, he returned the twenty guineas in a donation to the 
Society. ' 

Here, aleo, I was visited by another Christian brother, 
who had come from Albany on purpose to show bis 
sympathy, and offer any assistance in his power. This W88 

the late Rev. William Threlfall, the particulars of whose 
visit are published in his Memoirs,-" The Missionary 
Martyr of Namacqualand." 

While we were inGraaff Reinett, a company of poor lepers, 
of both sexes, arrived, who had been collected by orders of 
the Government, from different pnrts, and were on their way 
to an institution prepared for them, medical attendance 
being provided, and a Missionary appointed to attend them. 
As they sat or lay round a fu·e kindled beneath some trees 
near the Sunday River, they exhibited all the horrible 
■igns and ravages of their fearful disease, and made a groop 
more utterly pitiable and wretched than any I bad ever 
■een. It was humane and Cw-i.iitian to l!lake provision for 
them, 

o,,i,,ecto,Google 



CHAPTER II, 11 

As the Rev. A. Faure had received an appointment to 
Cape Town, before his departure from Graaff Reinett, I 
requested permission to make some remuneration for the 
expenses to which he must have been put on our account; 
but this in the most affectionate manner he firmly de
clined. Being quite overcome with tender and grateful 
emotions, I withch·ew, and attempted to give some expres
sion to my sense of obligation in a letter, which I put into. 
the hand of Mrs. Faure on their leaving. I received a 
reply while they were on the road, breathing the same 
Christian charity which characterized Mr. Faure's previous. 
conduct. He said, " I have only done what was my duty •. 
Indeed, the obligation is on my part; I am grateful foi; lhe 
profitable conversations which I have had with my afflicted 
guest," &c., with many expressions .of regard of which 1 
felt quite unworthy. 

Having been about six months in Graaff Reinett, my
eyes and heart were gladdened by the sight of my brother,. 
the Rev. T. L. Hodgson, and his excellent wife, who had 
-come by way of Algoa Bay and Graham's' Town, to be my 
associates to the Bechuana country, 

My convalescence, thougli not perfect, was such that 
personally- I felt no hesitation as to engaging in the enter~ 
prise. Mr. H. and myself consulted with -the medical 
gentleman ~ho had attended me while here. He expressed 
himself cautiously, said it was possible that a change of air,. 
and the journey, if I did not exert myself too much, might 
conduce to perfect my recovery. However, my heart we.a; 

in the work, and I counted not my life dear to me, if I 
might go, though but in the rough duty of a pioneer, into 
that country. I had obtained much information concerning 
the route, people, &c., and was as familiar with the Portu
guese and Dutch languages as the English. So, hoping for 
the beet, a.I)d trueting in. God, we prepared for the 
journey. 
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CHAPTER ID. 

LEA n Graaft'Reinett-Sneewberg-Bushman Land-Philippolis-Crad
dock River-Madder River, and the Vaal, or Yellow River
Campbell Dorp-Griqna Town-Links Fountain and 'figer-Loss 
of Sheep. 

WE hired two half-castes as wagon drivers, and their 
:wives to ac.company us, together with people to lead and 
tend our oxen. These persons bad entered into a written 
agreement in the presence of the Landrost, Sir. A. Stockeln
stroom, who kindly addressed them on their duties. On 
November 1st, 1822, we left Graaff Jwjnett, with three 
wagons, one occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Hodgson, their 
little daughter and nurse ; one by myself, wife, son, and a 
servant girl; and the third by the wives of our two prin
cipal drivers. Our party included in all sixteen persons. 
The first night we rested at the foot of Sneewberg; next 
day we ascended the mountain, and proceeded to the pJace 
of M. Van Heeran, one of the elders of the Dutch Church 
at Graaff Reinett, with whom, and his excellent wife and 
family, I became acquainted, while the guest of their 
Pastor, the Rev. A. Faure. Their manners,· inte11igence, 
and piety, were of a much higher standard than those 
exhibited by the generality of the Dutch farmers in this 
country. They kindly welcomed and hospitably enter
tained us at their house. 

One of the days we spent here was Sunday, on which, at 
. their request, I preached in the Dutch language to them, 
and a few other neighbouring families, and their servants, 
forming with our people a good congregation. My heart 
was glad at once more entering upon the work in which I 
had previously enjoyed so much spiritual good; it warmed 
also with the subject, founded on 1 John i. 9. So that I 
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CHAPTER III, IS" 

exerted myself beyond my strength, and felt feverish and 
very unwell the- rest of the day, but was better after a 
night's rest. 

Graaff Reinett, where our friends went to public worship, 
being a great distance from their residence, they were 
obliged to leave home on Saturday, and spend the night in 
town, and return on tlie Sunday afternoon. Thie was the 
custom of the family when the weather permitted. 
Doubtleee there were other families in the district, who 
would seldom incur so much trouble. On this account, 
they were desirous of getting a Minister among them, and 
of building a church. Before leaving them, I was• asked, 
very respectfully, if I would consent to become their 
Predikant, Minister, and they would enter upon preli
minary steps to secure what was necessary and desirable. I 
t.hanked them for this expreeeion of their regard, and hoped. 
ere long they would succeed in getting a Pastor located 
among them, but said that my call was to the heathen, in. 
the regions beyond. 

At this season of the year the air was pleasantly cool on 
the mountain, but was perceptibly warmer as we descended,. 
and very warm in the plains. We purchased of Mr. Van 
Heeren a few sheep and goats, and two cows, for food by 
the way, then proceeded on our journey, followed by many 
good wishes and prayers for our welfare. 

One morning, while in the Bushman flats, our men 
returning with the cattle brought also a young zebra,. 
which must have been foaled during the night: we left it 
for its dam to find when we were gone. 

On the 15th we forded the Cradock River, a fine broad 
stream, which joins with the Vaal and forms the Great. 
Orange River, after which our oxen had hard work to draw 
the wagons through the deep sand. 

Sunday, the 17th, we spent atPhilippolis, a Mission Station 
connected with the London Society, so-named after Dr. 
Philip, general Superintendent of those Missions in South 
Africa. A Native Teacher, named Jan Goeman, wu 
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.J.~ FOUNDING OF THE BEOHUANA MISSION. 

,stationed here. On the subject of "Native Teachers," 
. having met with four or five of them on the Great River, 
and Griqua Land, in connexion with the London Society's 
Missions, I take the freedom to rem.ark, that, while I 

· believe that eventually the Gospel will be propagated by 
· such in their own country ; men who, in the first instance, 
have been converted to the faith of Christ, by God's 
blessing on the evangelical ministrations of European 
Missionaries ; yet it is of the utmost importa.n.ce; both to 
them, and to the great cause of Missions itself, that much. 
care should be .taken in their selection, " to lay hands 

, suddenly on no man," that their personal piety should have 
attained maturity and stability; their natural and acquired 
gifts be respectable, and their knowledge of sacred 

. Scripture be such that they can both teach and defend the 
truth. They will need also, for a long time, and some of 
them always, the fraternal oversight of European Pastors. 

I may here remark, further, that extensive observation 
has confirmed my conviction that, for the most successful 
use of native agency, and for avoiding the scandal caused 

·by frequent instances of Missionaries, as well as Native 
· Teachers, forsaking their work ·to enter upon secular 
pursuits, there is needed an ecclesiastical system, which 

. associates its ministers and churches in the closest fellow
ship, and provides for all an effective and acknowledged 
-oversight. 

Before leaving Philippolis, we engaged two more men, to 
, assist in driving the loose cattle; one of thein a half. breed, 
who became a great annoyance to us, until we were obliged 
to part with him. The other was a simple-hearted and 
cheerful Bushman ; but his services we also lost through 
the misbehaviour of his fellow-servant. 

Our route was along by the Modder river, which haa 
.many deep pools in its bed, and abounds with wild geese 
and other water-fowl. Leaving this to the north, we 

· arrived on the 2nd of December at the V aal, which we 
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found rolling a mighty and muddy stream of water. This 
river, though at the time deep, wide, and rapid, we were 
obliged to cross, as we were told that, owing to the rains in 
the interior, it would continue in its present state for two 
months, at least. We therefore set to work, and collected 
trunks and branches of trees, to construct a raft, by fasten
ing them together with twisted willows. This raft was 
made sufficiently high to allow for the depth that it 
would sink in the water when loaded. We had obtained 
the assistance of several Griquae, kindly sent by the Rev. 
Mr. Sass from Campbell; and, all things being ready, 
myself, wife, child, and se-rvant mounted the raft, taking 
with us a few light boxes containing necessary articles, 
and three of the wagon wheels. Ten or a dozen men 
.shoved off the raft into deep water, pushing it before 
them with one hand as they swam. The stream carried 
1lS down, and when we came to the middle of the river, 
our raft began to rock, and the water to splash upon 
118 far more than was either comfortable or safe. The 
swimmers shouted, and put forth their utmo~t strength; 
so that, after many fears, by God's mercy, this dangerous 
voyage was accomplished, and we reached the opposite 
bank of the river about two miles below the place whence 
we started. 

This was exhausting work for our swimmers ; and for 
their refreshment, some of our cattle having been made 
·to swim over, I shot a fat ox; pieces of which were broiled 
-on the coals, while Mrs. Broadbent prepared tea, of which· 
these men are very fond. After regaling themselves, they 

:pushed the raft up along the river bank in shallow water, 
.and then acroBB the current to the other side again, where 
Mr. and Mrs. Hodgson also bad prepared food for them. 

·This was.done a few times the first day, when, night coming 
on, our party rested, some on the north, and the others on 
the south side of the river, and next morning our fatiguing 
,and perilous work was resumed. We found what our people 
~ed. " a river horse " a great help in swimming. This 
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ie a light willow beam, about eight or ten feet long, with & 

peg at one end, which the swimmer lays hold of, and lying 
on the log Jaunchee forth. It requires care to keep the peg 
upright, or the ewimm er will be unhoreed. 

At the close of the second day of exhausting toil, the
whole of our luggage and wagons being carried over, Mr. 
and Mrs. Hodgson came the last, with their daughter and 
servants. Our cattle were made to swim, except one ox, 
which refused to take the water, ran away, and was lost. 

On December the 6th, having put our wagons together, 
and reloaded them, we again set forth, and the same 
evening were kindly welcomed to Campbell, (better known 
as Groots Fonrein,) by the Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Sass. The-

. latter I found was a daughter of my old fellow-traveller 
across the deserts of Nam~aland, Paul Engelbrecht 1 

During our first night's sojourn at Campbell we were 
disturbed and annoyed by a bold and ferocious wolf, which 
seemed determined to feast on one of our flock. 

We had a free conversation with Mr. Sass and some or 
hie people, on the subject of our future route, and our 
desire not to enter upon other men's labours, but to pro
ceed to a region where no Missionary had been, and where 
Christ had not been named. The result was satisfactory 
to my colleague, fully confirming the views l had formed, 
and expressed to him, that we should take an easterly 
course on the north side of the Vaal River. However, we 
resolved to visit Griqua Town, and confer with the ·Rev. 
Mr. Helm, and Mr. Melville. Leaving, therefore, our wives 
and families at Campbell, Mr. Hodgson and myself travelled 
in a light wagon, and in about' ten hours reached 
Griqua, where I found a warm welcome from my old 
friends. 

On leaving this place for GTaafF Reinett about seven 
months before, I left two horses in the care of the chief, 
Andreas Waterboer, to whom I now applied for them. He 
answered, that, hearing I was dead, he had disposed or 
them! I said," You have nc,w proof that I am yet alive; 
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and I require my horses." :fie said, they were gone away, 
and oould not now he obtained. I then demanded the 
price for which he had sold them; which, after deducting 
his charge for the care of them, amounted to ten rix
dollars, or about fifteen shillings for two horses, which 
just now, with our journey before us, would have been 
invaluable. Neither could Mr. Melville nor Mr. Helm, 
though sorely grieved at the injustice, help me in the 
matter. 

The brethren Helm and Melville also concurred in our 
views of leaving Griquala.nd altogethEr, and taking the 
route we indicated ; and, from what they had heard, they 
believed that we should find in that direction a large 
-population of Bechuanas. 

Both here and at Campbell we heard a great deal about. 
-the wars and anarchy which existed among the different 
tribes further in the interior. Indeed, so general was the 
-disorder among them, that one person expressed an 
opinion, that they would not be in a state fit for us to go 
.among them for fifty yea.rs to come. Such remarks had no 
eifect on our minds, except to strengthen our purpose that, 
God willing, we would set up the banner of the Prince of 
Peace, and call the contending tribes to repose around it. 
We were not insensible to the difficulties and perils of the 
-enterprise; but, acting under the commission of Him who 
,bath said, " Preach the Gospel to every creature," and 
encow-aged by His declaration, " Lo, I am · with you. 
.alway," we .hesitated not for a moment respecting the 
path of duty. Being cheered also by the cordial approval 
,of our respected brethren at Griqua Town and Campbe).1, 
we proceeded with our preparation for the journey. 

We purchased a number of sheep for food, and en
-deavom·ed to obtain a person to accompany us who could 
apeak Sichuana, that he might act as an interpreter wheR 
we came among. any of the Bechuana people. , The only 
person we could obtain for this purpose, was a youth about 
fourteen years of age, but he-understood no English at all ; 

0 
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and what he knew even of .the Dutch w~. so meagre, that. 
he was of very little use to us, except in assisting to drive 
the sheep. 

We departed from Griqua Town in the afternoon of the 
day, in order to have the benefit of the evening coolness, 
and to rest our sheep at night at Links Fountain. 

The following incident is worth recording, to show what 
travellers in this country are liable to. 

As we were slowly proceeding during the evening, the 
man who bad charge of the sheep came, and said to me, 
"Sir, I think there is a tiger about us." I inquired, "Why 
do yon think so P" He replied, "From the starting of 
the sheep every now and then, from which I think they 
have seen one creeping among the bushes." With this. 
premonition, when we halted at a late hour, we adopted! 
the best means our circumstances would allow for the 
protection of our flock. While some of the party kindled 
a fire to prepare supper, others of us drove the sheep close 
to the wagon, walking round, them until they laid them
selves down : we then partook of our supper, had our usual 
evening devotions, and not having been disturbed yet, eon
cluded that our shepherd must have been mistaken, or that. 
the tiger had not followed us to this place ; we therefore 
laid ourselves down to rest on different sides of the flock► 
No sooner, howeve-r, were we all still, than suddenly up 
etarted the sheep and scampered away. I seized my gun► 
and, in the opposite direction to that which the sheep had 

' taken, I caught a glance of two glaring eyes, almost like a. 
pair of lamps, on which the blaze of our fire shone. I 
fu-ed ; but missed. Our men started after. the sheep, and. 
presently returned with most of th~m, which were driven 
to the wagon as before ; and, as we remained for a con
aiderable time undisturbed, we indulged the hope that our 
enemy would be satisfied with what he had got. So, being: 
wearied with our journey, we lay down again. But again 
the foe showed himself, und allowed us no rest till morning► 
,When it becaw_e fully light, we found eleven of .our flock 
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which the tiger had killed by a bite on the neck of each, 
but had not torn thflm elsewhere. 

The experience we afterwards had with lions gave us a 
more favourable opinion of the qualities of the monarch of 
the desert than of t.he treacherous and cruel tiger. The 
latter will kill, as Boors affirm, till his jaws are t.ired; 
but the lion feasts on his prey, and lets the remainder 
escape. 

o2 
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CHAPI'ERIV. 

Dn.llTUH f'rom Campbell-Cron the Tracks of Rev. J. Campbell 
and Barchell the Botaoist-DiffiMlltiea with our People-Part 
with two of them-Reports of Wan and Perils-Arrive at the 
Koraoa Place ooder Cbudeep-His Request aud Cooduct-Keide
bookei-Flight of the Korauu. 

HA V.llfG no specific directions, either respecting the route 
we should take, or in what locality we should commence 
our Mieeionary operatione, but only in general terms that 
we must go to the Bechuana Country, we determined, from 
information previouely referred to, and in accordance with 
the counsels of the Rev. Jde881"8. Helm and Sass, and ae 
our way seemed open, to go to the eastward of Campbell, 
into a region where no lliBBionary had preceded us, nor 
any European or Colonist. Before entering upon this 
unknown land, we took from our wagons a few heavy boxes. 
in order to lighten them, and left the goods in the care of 
Hr. Sass, to be sent for if we should succeed in forming a 
atation. 

We went forth, having the river on our right, and 
keeping as near to it ae practicable, that we might be sure 
of water. We arrived at the Hart river, or Malalart!en, a 
periodical stream, on croBBing which, we left the track of 
Mr. Campbell, on his return from Kurichane, also that of 
llr. Burchell, the botanist, after which it was a terrain
CJOgnita, except to a few marauding Griquae, and nomad 
Koranae, some of whom we now and then met, who 
reported nothing but evil tidings. They spoke of hordes 
of savages depopulating the country, and predicted inevit
able destruction to our company if we had the temerity to 
proceed in that direction. 

We supposed their reports might be exaggerated, and that 
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the peril was not so great as they represented it to be; 
but though we were not insensible to danger, yet we were 
unmoved in our purpose by their representations. We 
were messengers of the chm·ch, were going in the name of 
Ohriet, who had promised . His presence with us, and, by 
Hie grace, were resolved to set up our banner in that land 
of darkness and war. 

However, the persons whom we had hired to accompany 
us were not influenced by the same considerations ; and, 
believing, or pretending to believe, the rumours about 
savages, wars, and desolations, which they had beard, 
evinced a spirit of cowardice and disaffection, which was 
the cause of much annoyance, as well as loss of time. The 
principal in this affair was the man we had hired at 
Philippolis since we left the Colony, who exerted a mis
chievous influence on others. When, within the colonial 
territory, any subject of altercation-arises, the matter can be 
referred to a colonial functionary, and disaffected and 
turbulent spirits be kept under some restraint; but when 
remote from such authority, they can laugh at previous 
engagements and contracts. We had taken every possible 
precaution of the kind with those we had engaged at Graaft' 
Reinett, and they knew that they would be amenable to 
the civil magistrate if they did not fulfil their engagement ; 
but the man just referred to cared no more for colonial 
authorities than he did for us. On being reproved for 
disobedience, he manifested a violent and ungovernable 
temper, and had obtained so much influence over the others, 
that he withdrew them from us, with the exception of two 
boys of the Bushman class; and during one night we were 
left with no other protection or assistance to attend our sheep 
and cattle. The next morning the runaways returned, say
ing, they would conduct us till we should arrive at a Korana 
village, and then would positively return ; and we were as 
positive in our determination to persevere, by the help of 
God. With much reasoning and expostulation we sue

. ceeded at length in recovering our people to a sense of 



22 FOUNDING OF THE BBCHUANA MISSION. 

their duty; but the ringleader in the business, a.nd a. Bush
man who had accompanied him, we parted with, a.nd then 
went on our way rejoicing. 

The further we proceeded to the ea.et, the more the 
country improved in general appearance, especially in 
wood, water, and luxuriant !ll"&.88, so tha.t our oxen soon 
got into much better · condition. We also were a.ble 
occasionally to get some wild fowl, and we hoped, by 
economizing our sheep, to have ample provision until we 
arrived among the native tribes. 

Having travelled nearly a fortnight in a kind of neutral 
territ,,ry, between Griqualand and the Bechuana Country, 
on the 9th of January, 1823, we saw, in the forenoon of the 
day, smoke rise into the air a.t some distance before us. 
This we knew was a sign of population of some sort. Soon 
after, we discerned a number of native huts; so we halted 
to let our cattle graze, and to get our own dinner, not 
knowing what kind of reception we might have: 

Having rested a couple of hours, we· again yoked our 
oxen, a.nd set forward. As we drew near the houses, we 
observed their number far exceeded what we had first seen; 
but not a human being appeared. We drove up a gentle 
ascent to the site of the village, and, drawing the wagons 
near together, unyokoo the oxen, and directed their keepers 
not to go far away. 

Some gathered wood, and kindled a fire; one took a vessel 
to an adjacent fountain, and brought water; and our female 
servants set on the kettle. In the mean time, Mr. Hodgson 
and myself walked about unarmed, showing no apprehen
sion or suspicion of danger. 

The first of the natives who made their ap~earance were 
naked boys and girls, who, after approaching the wagons, 
ran off again, as sprightly as the wild ass ; next some 
women came from their huts, and sat down in rows a short 
distance from us,-but in silence; then a few men ventured 
out of their hiding-places, and sat down behind the women. 
By this time our wives had got the tea ready, of which we 
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part.ook in our usual way,-drinking out of a small basin, 
some sitting, and others standing. A venerable-lookina 
old man was now seen approaching, wearing a manUe of 
jackal skins; hanging from his shoulder nearly to his feet. 
ana holding in hie hand the brush of one of those animals 
tied to a polished rod, which he used to wipe the perspira, 
tion from hie forehead, and keep off the flies. A few other 
men attended him, on hie right and left hand. 

Taking him to be the Chief of the place, Mr. Hodgson 
and I went and met him near the wagons. He looked on 
us as we did on him; but as he did not speak any language 
with which we were acquainted, nor did any of our.party 
understand hie tongue; we were unable to communicate 
with him ; but, turning to our wagon chest, we took out 
some bunches of beads, a,knife, and a few other articles we 
had brought for such purposes, and offered them to him. 
He alternately ea.et hie eyes on the presents, and on us, and 
shortly a.fter receiving them withdrew. , In about half an 
hour we saw him returning, with some of hie people 
dragging a sheep by the horns, and others bearing wooden 
vessels containing milk, to present to us, which we cheer
fully accepted. Now the aged Chief and hie people cast 
off all appearance of reserve and fear, walked ::i.bout the 
wagons, gazing with amazement, first at one thing and then 
another, until,eveningdrawing on, he and his people retired; 
and we ·also, after getting our cattle folded, laid us doWJl 
to rest. 

We did uot fully understand, at the time, the meaning 
and importance attached by this people to the transaction 
of giving and receiving presents. In their view, it is the 
tender and acceptance of peace and friendship between the 
parties ; and, in this instance, led to our being regarded 
and treated as mutual friends. 

The ensuing morning he supplied us with abundla.noe 
of new milk, enough to satisfy all our party; and hie people 
thronged a.bout us with freedom and confidence. 

In the course of the day he brought with him a ma.Q 
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who had been among the Griquas, and spoke Dutch, who 
became an interpreter between us. 

This man informed us that the Chief's name was Chudeep, 
and that he was glad to see us ; and we informed him in 
what character, aud with what object, we had come. He 
replied, " I hope yon are come to teach me and my people;
we often think about the great word; but do not know 
what it is." 

" We are very glad to hear you sa.y so,'' I replied; " but 
we are sent by our fathers to the Bechu.anas, to whom we 
are going." 

" Would not your fathers,'' said he, " be pleased if you 
atopped here with me and my people?" 

I answered, " We cannot speak on that point without 
asking them, and they are a great distance from here." 

This subject was resumed at different times during owr 
atay. He did not fa.ii to inform us of the distracted state 
of the Bechuana tribes, and the great peril we should be in 
if we went among them. 

Having sufficiently rested ourselves and our cattle, we 
made preparation to resume our journey, which Chudeep 
evidently did not expect, or he would not have been absent 
at the time. However, information of our proceedings had 
been sent to him, and he speedily returned. When he 
arrived, he was almost breathless with running. As OUl' 

wagons bad to move over ground on which no whecl had 
ever revolved, which was in some parts soft, in others rockT, 
and -generally covered with bushes or old stumps, there 
were yoked six: pair of oxen to a wagon, which required 
a person to act as leader to the first pair, holding a long 
strap in his hand, which was fastened to their heads. This 

_ man had taken his position, to be ready for the command 
of the driver, when the Chief came, who instantly seized 
the strap, and stood himself before the oxen, if possible, to 
prevent their going. The driver uttered his usual word 
" 'Jlrek," and cracked his long whip, and the team moved 
forward, when Chudeep was obliged to move also, to avoid 
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being trampled on by the oxen ; but used his utmost 
effort to stop them, or turn them round. Afraid of his 
being hurt, I beckoned to the driver to stop them, and 
went to the Chief with a present in my hand, to signify 
that, though leaving him, we were still his friends ; but hEt 
put my hand aside, refusing to accept what was offered. 
Mr. Hodgson then came from his wagon, we doubled 01m 

present, and jointly repeated the offer. He still refused it, 
and kept hold of the leader's strap. 

We looked round, and inquired for the interpreter, who 
for a while was not forthcoming; when found at length~ 
the following dialogue occurred :-

" Tell Chudeep, that he must please allow us to proceed 
on our journey; that we are leaving him in a friendly way, 
and as soon as possible will see him again, and also will do
our best to get him a Teacher." 

" I never saw such men before," was his answer. "We, 
often think about the great word, but don't know what it . " 18. 

" We will send to our fathers, and request them to send 
a Teacher." 

"I do not know," said the Chief, "whether your fathers 
will send one or not; and, if one comes, whether he will be 
my friend. You are here, my eyes see you, and we are 
friends." 

" We must obey their instructions, and until they send 
you a teacher, when we have found a place where to reside,. 
we will·come ourselves to see you." 

" Other Chiefs,'' he urged, " who are my friends, wil1 
come with their people to be instructed, if you will remain 
with us. If you do not like this place, we will remove to a 
better; we will give you ground on which to build your 
houses, and cows to supply milk for yourselves and fami
lies." Then, after a pause, he added, with great impres
siveness and feeling, "If, after all, you do lea" me, I 1Dill 
lay me doum, and si,gk my life out !" 

How can such feeling, and the conduct and language it 
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· prompted, be accounted for in a pagan Chief, born in the 
liea.rt of Southern Africa, where his whole life had been 
spent P He had never seen Christian men before, had never 
seen a book, and bad no knowledge of letters. Our con
viction was then, and is now, that it was an•evidence that 
the True Light that enlightens every man who comes into 
the world, had shone into his heart. 

Perhaps some persons D1ay think that, with such a call, 
and made in so urgent a manner, we should' have been 

,justified in departing from our instructions, and have 
remained with this Korana Chief and his people. To 
which I would answer, that as our destination was to the 
Bechuanas, we sil.w it was our duty to proceed until we 
reached them. If by continuing awhile with Chudeep we 
could have done anything towards the attainment of a 
'knowledge of the Sichuana language, spoken by the Bech
uanas, and thereby furthered the object of our mission to 
them, we might have been induced to comply with his 
entreaty ; but there was no prospect of this ; tor the verna
·Cular of the Koranas is a dialect spoken along the Orange 
River to Namacqualand. Moreover, we had no doubt that 
we might succeed-as we really did afterwards-in getting 
.some of our converted Namacquas . to come and instruct 
him. We parted good friends a~ last ; he, on his part, 
:receiviDg_ our present; and we promising to visit him when 
in circumstances to do so. Our wagons proceeded on their 
way, leaving our cattle-keepers to follow. When, however, 
we halted at another Korana Kraal, our cattl8Lpeople 
.came and reported that Chudeep and hie people would 
mot allow the cattle to follow us; but had. driven them 
:in the opposite direction. This conduct surprised and 
,annoyed us at the time; but we saw afterwards the hand 
,of Providence therein. There was no design to deprive 
,111 of them, but to detain us with them. 

The Chief Keidebookei, at whose place we halted, received 
-our present, and supplied us with milk ; and did not fail to 
:represent. to us the peril <?f ~~~- proceedµ!~ e~twa.rd, on 
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account of the numbers, ferocity, and ravages of the Man
ta.tees; in fact, that nothing but war and destructfon 
were going on among the Bechuanas. We had heard such 
statements before, and did not pay much heed to them. 

Next morning we sent persons to Chudeepfor our cattle, 
but they returned without them, saying he refnsed to give 
them up. Now another source of difficulty and unplea
santness arose by two of our men absconding, either from 
fear, or by persuasion, one of whom was the youth we had 
brought to be our interpreter with the Bechuanas, whose 
territories we were approaching, and whose services there
fore might soon be necessary. We did not expect that 
he would be able to do more than answer questions 
which might arise respecting our object in coming into the 
country. 

My esteemed colleague, who enjoyed excellent health, 
and had much more strength than I had, went after our 
men and cattle. In vain he expostulated, entreated, and 
offered rewards. After about a week's hindrance by this 
..-~xatious affair, one evening, while awaiting Mr. Hodgson's 
return, the Chief Keidebookei being at our wagons, our 
attention was called to the east, in the direction we wished 
to have been travelling. by men riding on oxen, who, as 
soon as they perceived the Korana huts and our wagons, 
shouted aloud, giving warning of danger. What they said 
we knew not, but the Chief and his people instantly left us, 
and the whole village was thrown into confusion, the men 
driving away their cattle and flocks, whilst a few, with the 
women, began to take down their huts, constructed of rods 
and mats ; we, all the time, being in perplexity as to the 
-0ause of this sudden alarm. In a little while the village 
disappeared, and the people fled. I had no fear, but was 
concerned at the absence of Mr. Hodgson and most of our 
party. However, to our relief, he returned, and the cattle. 
also ; for Chudeep and his people, hastening to do the best 
they could to get away, delivered up our cattle which they 
had detained; but our two boys were not with them. 
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While in a state of auapense as to what was the cause,. 
or what might be the consequence, of the flight of the 
Koranaa, we saw clouds of dust ascend into the air, then 
heard the lowing of hundreds of cattle, bleating of flocks 
of sheep and goats, driven by a mixed multitude of men, 
women, and children, accompanied by a host of armed. 
warriors. 

These were a part of the tribe of Bechuanas, the Baro-
longs, to whom we were journeying. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Tu Meeting with Bechnanaa-Sabbedere-Want or Interpreter
Subsequent I uterviews-Retrograde Movement-Hyenas-Hip• 
popotami-Sichnana Words-Lion-Cross the No-Accident to Mr. 
Hodgson'• Wagon-Seen by the Mantatees-Alarm or our People 
-An old Mantatee-A Youth dying from a Wound in his t,iet:k 
-Lions-Night Travelling-Arrive at a deserted Town by the 
River-The Sabbath-Walk among the Ruins-Discover a little 
Girl-New Ailetree-New Guides-Lions again-:-Slaughter a 
Beast-Difficulties with our People-Cattle stoleu. 

IT was remarkable that the people of whom we were in . 
search should, by the calamities of war, have been driven 
in such a direction that they actually met us ; and in such 
numbers as I had never seen natives together in Africa 
before. Of course there was a great noise and confusion; 
each party which arrived attending to their special charge. 
We had heard before the name of Sabbedere, brother to 
SHfonello, the Chief of the Ba.rolonge ; and now learnt that 
be was the commander of this pa.rty. We were not a little 
embarrassed for want of an interpreter; and, conseqnently, 
grieved at the absence of the youth we had brought with 
us for that office. However, we occasionally, in an• in
quiring tone and manner, called the name of Sa.bbedere ! 
On which the parties we addressed pointed towards the 
rear of the main body, where the Chief was with hie war
riors; no doubt, to protect, as far as they could, their peo
ple and cattle from the enemy, supposed to be in pursuit 
of them. 

At length, about the evening twilight, there appeared a 
particular movement among the people ; when an armed 
force of remarkably fine-looking men stepped forward, and, 
opening to the right an.i left, respectfully inclined forward 
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towards one in the centre between them, and several voices 
exclaimed, "Sabbedere ! Sabbedere ! " There stood before 
us a tall, muscular man, armed with shield, battle-axe, and 
a quiver of spears, attended by a body-guard· similarly 
accoutred. Mr. Hodgson and I stood before Lim, unarmed, 
and gazed with astonishment at him and his people ; but 
had no means of communicating with him or them. 0, 
what would I have given for ability to address him in his 
own tongue ! Bot, having acquired some knowledge of the 
light in which presents are regarded by African Chiefs, 
and observing his person and noble bearing, we turned to 
our wagons, and brought a present far surpassing any that 
we had given to the Korana Chiefs previously. He looked 
at the articles one after another, then at us, next on the 
wagons, in which our wives and families had continued 
hitherto.; then, handing the articles to one of his attend
ants, he and his party foft us ; but in a short time returned, 
driving before them four large fa.t oxen, a beautiful heifer, 
and two sheep. These were a present to us, which we 
gladly accepted ; and our men took charge of them. 1t 
soon became manifest that he likewise regarded this in
terchange of presents as a mutual offer and ratification of 
friendship; and, after resting a little while on the ground, 
he arose, and in the absence of langua~, by strikingly 
significant actions, gave us to understand how they had 
been att;acked, had fought, and men had been slain. 

During this time one or two alarms were given from the 
rear, which, quickly took the attention of Sabbedere and 
his attendants; but, happily, nothing important took 
place, and the whole of this party, with their cattle, re• 
mained in our vicinity that night. 

llr. Hodgson and I conversed on the most likely meana 
to succeed in recovering our Bechuana youth ; for we 
had reason to believe that he was concealed among the 
Koranas. So next morning a K,,rana was inductMI, 
by the offer of a large gratuity, to bring him, and did so. 
On the interpreter's arrival we had a more formal inter-
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view with Sabbedere and the subordinate Chiefs, to whom, 
we communicated our object in coming into the country, 
and our desire to get to hie brother Siffonello ; when he in
formed us that, having been attacked by the vast horde or· 
:M:antateee, they had divided their forces. and his brother,
with his son, Moroko, and the party with them, had takeJI. 
another route ; and that he and the party present were now 
attempting to join them. He could not properly under
stand our object, but was pleased to have our alliance, and was. 
aure hie brother-Si.ffonello would welcome us to his country .. 

So far we were encouraged to prosecute our enterprise ; 
and were gratified by the specimens we had seen of the 
Barolonge; though sorry that, owing to the invasion of~ 
their country, they were in such an _unsettled condition. 

Mr. Hodgson and. myself conferred together on what 
would be the most prudent course for us to pursue in exin
ing circumstances. We might join this party, and ac• 
company them; the pr.incipal recommendation to do BO• 

was, that we might have the opportunity of learning their 
language. But, on the other he.n.d, there was the poBSi
bility and danger of being involved in their wars, should. 
the enemy overtake them. On prayerful deliberation, we 
concluded to retreat some distance, to a part of the country 
that :was well wooded,. and there remain, surrounded by 
the trees and bushes, as retired and quiet as possible; BO· 

th1tt the Mantatees, following on the track of the Baro. 
longs, would, we hoped, pass without observing us; after 
which we would proceed on our journey into the territory 
of the Barolonge. We engaged one young ma.n from their 
party to remain with us aa a guide and cattle-watcher, and 
took up a poor boy, reduced to a skeleton from want, and 
unable to travel any more. We had to lay him in one of 
the wagons, until we halted, and then to lif& him out; but, 
when set on hie feet, a light breeze would over-balance him,. 
and he fell to the ground. By nourishment he graduall7 
recovered, and became of service to us. Hie name 1'118• 

Eratsagai, of whom more will be ea.id hereafter. 
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The evening after Sabbedere and his people left us. 
-0ertain beasts of prey, following on their rear, fell upon our 
flock of sheep, sixteen in number, including the two 
"Sabbedere bad presented to us, which we were sparing a.a 
much as possible as our future supply of food, and devoured 
fourteen of them. This obliged us to slaughter the re-
maining two, lest we should be deprived of them also, by 
the same ferocious enemies. So ended our mutton for a 
-long time; until a fresh supply of sheep was brought from 
-Griqualand, after our settlement in the Bechuana Country. 

January 15th, 1823.-Retraeing our steps, we passed the 
site of a Korana village which had been abandoned by the 

·•terrified inhabitants, on the approach of the Barolongs, 
expecting the dreaded Mantatees were in close pursuit. 
This retrograde movement was necessary also in order to 
-allay the apprehensions of our own people. We found a 
secluded spot, not far distant from the Vaal river, sur

·rounded by' trees and bushes that quite concealed our 
wagons from the view of persons at a distance from us. 

Though not molested by men during this retreat, we 
.were annoyed by hymnas, which in the evenings prowled 
about our encampment. One evening I tried to allure one 
within musket range, by lying down in the grass, being 
prepared to fire, should he come sufficiently near; but he 
-walked round nnd round, smelling about at a respectful 
diatance, and then slunk away. Another day, while I sat 
in the shade of some willow trees, a monstrous hippopota
mus lifted his head above the water in the river. After 
gazing at me a short time he disappeared in deep water. 

While at this place, I embraced the opportunity which 
the presence of the Bechuana boys left by Sabbedere gave 
me, to make the attempt to acquire a knowledge of some 
words and sentences of their language, carefully noting 
down every ascertained term. This was necessary, to pre
vent our forgetting them ; for there were no books in the 
language. 

I had not much difficulty in getting nouns substantive, 
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as they would readily tell me the name of any object at 
which I p<>inted; but it w.as not so easy to get verbs, or 
other parts of speech. The following incidents may show 
how they were sometimes acquired. We were thrown into 
some anxiety by Olll' cattle being mil!Bing, not knowing 
whether they had strayed, or been driven awa.y. Mr. Hodg
son and some of our men were absent in search of them. 
I had learnt the word for cattle in Sichuana, "komo."' So 
I made signs with my hand to the elder of the boys to go 
in a different direction to that Mr. Hodgson and those with 
him had taken, in search of the komo. · We had already 
seen them at a distance coming toward us; but just then 
they were concealed from our view by an intervening 
hollow; so, looking at me pleaeantly, he said, "Komo gro
gha." I repeated the words, in an inquiring tone, when he 
replied, " Ehe homo grogha," and pointed in the d:rection 
he had seen them ; and they soon after made their appear
ance. It means, " The cattle are coming." I never forgot 
the word. Anoth~r time one of them was at a short dis
tance, when the other called to him, making· a sign with 
hie hand. He said, "Eukl-0 quaan," and the one at a dis
tance came to him. I found it meant, " Come here." In 
thie manner we added words to the vocabulary from time 
to time. • 

Having remained in our seclusion a full week, and sup-. 
posing that by this time the pursuing enemy would have 
passed, we prepared to resume our journey into the in
terior, in order to be fully among the Barolonge. It is 

' true, that, by taking the route proposed, we were cutting 
oft' our retreat to the colony ; but we resolved, God per• 
mitting, that, as a forlorn hope, in the name of our God, 
we would set up our banner, though we should perish in 
the attempt. 

When the oxen were yoked, and all ready for starting, a 
,storm of thunder and rain detained us a little while; the 
ilame seemed also to have disturbed a lion in hie lair, 
for he came out and roared, and then marched away 

D 
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from our wagons, to our great astonishment and greateti 
relief. 
- As we proceeded, we were gratified to find abundance of 

grass, and pools of water, with many water-fowl. Halting 
at oue pool. we discerned the fresh track of liona, five or 
six in number. A large hymna showed his head above the 
long grass, so broad that I mistook it for a lion until it 
,moved, and then his limp, as if one of the hind legs was 
.aborter than the other, showed the family to which he 
belonged. The report of a musket, heard by it for the 
first time, quickened the pace at which it fled. 

On January 23rd we arrived at a brook, called the 
No, which flows into the Vaal. Having found a suitable 
place for crossing it, we went over; but in doing so one of 
the axle-trees of Mr. Hodgson's wagon got sprained, and 
had to be bound together with splinters and thongs, until 
we could get timber to replace it with a new one. 

During the night we heard, o~ thought we heaM, human 
.voices at no great distauce from us. We found it was 
necessary to turn _ toward the Va.al to cut down a tl'etl to 
repair the wagon; and the afternoon of this day brought 
to our knowledge the fact, that the sounds heard during the 
previous night were not imaginary, and that only alow ridge 
separ,,ted us from the encampment of the Mantatees, who 
had not pursued the Barolongs, as we had supposed. 

· Thus the accident to Mr. Hodgson's wagon had been the 
providential means of keeping us from going direct among 
th~. • 

On the 24th we were proceeding at a slow pace, partly 
.oecasioned by the injured wagon, and partly by the softness 
_of the :wet ground, while all our party, male and female, 
were in the wagons sheltered from the rain, except a few 
who drove the loose cattle, or led the teams that were 
yoked. The loose cattle were first, Mr. Hodgson's wagon 
next, then mine, followed by the luggage wagon. Pr~ 
sently we discovered a company of armed men following us 
,',)D the left; as they drew near, we observed black ostrich fea,.., 
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then on their heads, and that their large shields were oval 
in fonQ, whereas the Barolongs ai·e square, hollowed on the 
two sides. In short, their general appearance left no doubt 
on our minds but they belonged to the horde of Mantatees. 
We thought it prudent to move on as we were, and all the 
parties continued in the wagons. My wagon driver would 
have fired a musket at them; but I peremptorily for bad 
him, knowing that we had no protection but that of 
.Almighty God. About fourteen or fifteen had come so 
,near to us, that they presented their shields, and the fore
most of them-tall, fierce-looking men-raised their right 
arm to hurl their long javelin; when, looking out of the 
back part of the wagon, I beckoned with my hand, and 
used the words recently learnt, Euklo qua.an ! " Come 
here !"-whereupon they lowered their weapons, took 11, 

few steps backward, then suddenly tuned round, and ran 
otr at their utmost speed. Those who were behind them, 
as if moved by one impulse, also turned and fled. What 
occasioned their precipitate flight we did not know, though 
glad to see their backs turned on us. It must have been a 
terror from God which came upon them for our preserva
tion. Our wagons moved on, until we arrived at IUl emi
nence, where we halted, and whence we could see the dark 
body of warriors, as if in consultation. As it was near 
evening, we should have rested here for the night, if these 
destroyers of people and of towns had not been so near. 
We allowed our oxen to graze, keeping them near to us, 
as there was abundance of grass. Our people kindled a 
fire, and made coffee, but were greatly alai·med. Some 
declare~ that some of the enemy were in ambush around 
us, &c., &c. Mr. Hodgson and myself walked about, not 
suffering a muscle of our faces to indicate any fear; our 
wives also were calm, and attended to the preparation of 
our food. A.: tall old man appeared, more like a moving 
skeleton than a living being; and on a piece of raw meat 
being given to him, he greedily devoured it like a dog, 
though there was a fire before him, where he might have 

. D2 
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cooked it. His appearance did not allay, but greatly in
creased, the fears of our people, who repeatedly affirmed 
that they heard human voices from a thicket near to us. 
Mr. Hodgson and I went unarmed to it, walked round, 
entered into it, and satisfied ourselves that there was no 
enemy lurking there ; but, on leaving the place, our atten
tion was arrested by a cry of distress, and, turning aside a 
few paces, we discovered a fine-looking young man laid on 
the ground quite naked, with a deep wound in his neck, 
made, evidently, by a spear. He gazed on us, and tried to 
raise himself, hut could not. We went to the wagon, and 
told our people that there was no ambush in the thicket, 
and that the voice they had heard proceeded from the 
wounded man. We could obtain no information from the 
old man, as our youth could not understand him. We 
then took some food to the poor fellow we had left lying in 
the gra88; and the weather being cool, and rain falling, we 
kindled a fire for him on the lee-side of a bush, to which 
we moved him for shelter and warmth. He rolled his eyes 
and made sounds, which none of our party could interpret. 
The care he had taken of his armour excited our surprise. 
'He had placed his spears and battle-axe on the dry ground, 
then his shield upon them, then his kaross or mantle, 
folded so as to cover the whole, and protected this with bis 
naked body, which was wet with the falling rain. As his 
weapons were his means both of defence and to obtain 
subsistence, he had adopted the plan I have described to 
protect them, that they might be available if he recovered. 
We placed them near him by the fire, and left him in the 
evening twilight, expecting that he would only moan a few 
hours longer, when death would terminate his sufferings. 
As a measure of prudence, our oxen were yoked, and our 
repast being finished, we determined to travel during the 
night. When ·_moving forward, a lion made the region 
reve1·berate with his terrible roar. After midnight, we 
·halted in a plain, and at dawn of the 25th re-yoked; and, 
'after about four hours' travelling, ai·rived at the river, at 
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which we aimed. The place we found to be the site of a 
large native town, lately deserted by its inha.bita.nta, in 
consequence of the war. The situation was beautiful, on a 
bend of the river, which flowed at the bottom of a semi
circular slope, where the houses stood. 

January 26th was the Sabbath, and we rested from 
travelling and from labour. In the forenoon we collected 
our families and people together for worship, and gave 
thanks to our merciful God for His preserving goodness, 
and prayed for His continued guidance and protection. 

After the service, the members of the Mission families 
conversed about the Sabbaths, sanctuaries, and congrega
tions of our fathel'land, eneom-aging ourselves with the 
belief that we should not be forgotten on that sacred day 
by our friends at the throne of grace. It is a fact, how
ever mysterious to us, that this was the first time that the 
Toice of praise and prayer, or the name of the eternal God, 
bad been heard in those regions. 

Our wagons were placed together on a.n elevated bank of 
the river, where we had a good view of the amphitheatre of 
the forsaken town. In the afternoon of the day Mr. and 
Mrs. Hodgson and myself and wife took a walk among the 
deserted houses, where we had abundant evidence of the 
haste with which the late inhabitants had fled. In some 
parts, houses were partly broken and partly burnt. Here 
and there were strewn wooden utensils, and sometimes 
skeletons of persons who had been slain in the assault, or 
of children who had been left by their friends, and had 
been killed by the enemy, or perished from starvation: 
While passing from place to place, I saw the form of a 
living child, set upon its haunches near the door of a hut. 
I said, " Yonder is a child." Mrs. Hodgson instantly said, 
" Where P What, alive P" We went to the spot, and 
found a girl about seven years of age, seated as just de
scribed, with her hands drawn up to the shoulders. No 
part of her frightfully emaciated form moved but her eyes, 
There was a large wound on her left side, made, aa we 
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afterwards learnt, by crows. A bare skeleton lay near her, 
-the bones of her sister, who had died from starvation. 
She had eurrived until we found her, contending with 
three hungry dogs and some crows picking the bones! As 
our wives lifted her, she ma.de a faint cry. They carried 
her down to the wagons, and laid her near a fire, on which 
there was a.n iron pot, in which wae a piece of flesh boiling. 
She attempted to put in her bands to get hold of it, but 
l'M prevented from eo doing; and a little warm milk and 
water was given her. She continued for a long time a 
pitiful object ; for her digestiTe powers were t!O far lost 
that, .though greedy of t!Olid food, she suffered coneiderably 
from the effects of it. She had been left at least eighteen 
days. Mr. Hodgson and I looked a.bout to find other 
auch objects, if there were any; but we found only skele
tons. From the desolate condition in which the child was 
found, I called her Orphina, which thenceforward was her 
name. As we had Erafsagai, the poor boy before men
tioned, Mr. and Mre. Hodgson took charge of this poor 
outcast girl. Mre. Hodgson nursed the foundling with 
mateme.l tendemeB8. These two were the first of the cla.se 
of euch children we met with; but afterwards such cases 
became of frequent occurrence in that country, not only 
arising from the frequent wars, but also from the absence 
of marriage among parents. 

The same evening two men came to 118, one of whom was 
a Bagoiya, and the other a Barolong; from whom we learnt 
that this was the place where Sabbedere and hie people had 
been attacked. They professed not to know anything 
about Orphina; eo it is probable she belonged to the Man
tateee. They informed ue of the direction in which Sifl'o
nello had fled; and that they had been eeparated from his 
people in the flight, and had concealed themselves near the 
river until then. Ae they knew the country, and were de
moue of joining their Chief, we engaged them to be our 
guides to him. The name of the Barolong wa.s Ramp& 
Bampe. ' 
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Monday, 27th.-A tree was cut down, suitable for a new 
uletree for Mr. Hodgson's wagon; the iron of the old one 
served for the new, and in two days it was finished and ad
jueted in its place. Although none of our party had served 
an apprenticeship to the wheelwright business, the new 
axletree answered the purpose very well. 

January 29th.-:We set forth again, under the guidance 
of our new acquaintance ; and, cheered with the hope of 
getting soon among the people to whom we were sent, we 
travelled nearly north, having the brook No on our right. 
In the evening, the fore wheels of my wagon sank in a bog, 
a.nd remained fixed there for the night; during which the 
mosquitoes of the awamp were very troublesome, both to 
us and our cattle. Next morning we were obliged to un
lade the wagon, dig a slope in front, and yoke twenty.four 
oxen; when, with great difficulty, it was drawn upon hard 
ground again. 

The further we advanced, the more we were delighted 
with the beanty and fertility of the landscape; its undula
ting surface, abundant grass, and clumps of trees. 

In the afternoon, a group of lions appeared on the oppo• 
site side of the stream. Our people said there were seven 
in number; but, while I waa reaching my gun, some of 
them disappeared, so that I only saw three. These were a 
noble male, with black mane, and two f1::males; the two 
latter lay on the ground, with their fore-feet extended, 
gazing at us. The lion seemed not to like our being too 
near, for he walked away slowly, turned toward the fem:i.les, 
and then walked again, as if trying to decoy them after 
him. I thought to try my skill as a marksman, as I had 
_shot many wild-bucks; so, hoping they would remain as 
they were, I took our two wagon-drivers, each armed with 
a gun, charging them not to fire until we reached an ant
hill I pointed to ; but, before we arrived at the spot agreed 
upon, our dogs ran before, and roused the game. They 
rose, and moved toward the lion. The distance was too 
great for a good shot; with only a musket ; but as they 
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were running off, I fired, the ball struck the ground about 
their feet, when they made a stand, fixing their eyes upon. 
us, and probably would have resented the affront, had not 
their attention been arrested by one of my d.ogs, now at 
their heels. They turned upon these, and drove them 
away, then joined their sire, and all three entered a thicket 
of reeds, where they made a stand, and where we left them. 
During the ensuing night we often heard their roar, but 
had no trouble froQl them. 

We rested on the 30th, in order to slaughter a beast, as 
a day was required to cut the flesh into slices, sprinkle 
them with salt, and then hang them on the bushes to dry. 
The bones being boiled made good broth, lacking vegetables 
and 'bread, of which we had none. This mode of preparing 
meat for a journey, we learned from the Dutch farmers in 
the colony, as both preserving it well, and being conveni
ent for Cll.l'riage; for, when so dried, it can be put into 
aacks, and laid on the wagoDS. 

At this time our drivers, and their wiv.ea, and two or 
three more who had come with us from the colony, again 
manifosted a spirit of disatfection, and expressed their de
termination to go no further ; aa they expected nothing 
but death if we went on. We used all the persuasion we 
could to induce them to accompany us, especially as we 
hoped soon to.join the people we were seeking. This waa 
no encouragement to them, as they were af1-ai.d of every 
body. We knew they dare not go back without us, and we 
were resolved not to return; so we journeyed on till the 
evening of the 31st, when they resolved not to proceed 
another step. They would listen to no more reasoning, 
penuasion, or promises; and, in this state of things, we 
lay down to rest for the night. The question of advancing 
or returning, was to be decided the next morning. They 
had no love for souls, no zeal for God; but accompanied 
us as hired servants. If we could ha.ve engaged pious per
sons, who would have sympathized with our views and 
feelings respecting the benighted Heathen we were seek-

Dg,i,,.,obyGoogle 



CHAPTER V, 41 

ing, in order, instrumentally, to aa.ve them, it would have 
been for onr comfort, and have tiwilitated our great design; 
but such companions could not then be obtained. Thank 
God, it is different now ! for nch assistants can now be 
obtained from the older Mission stations, to go with the 
messeng!ll'S of the churches to " 1·egions beyond," where 
Christ has not been named. 

February Iat.-There was. no diacuasion this morning 
respecting adYance or retreat; for we could do neither. 
All our cattle were mi88ing, with the exception of two 
calves that happened to be tied to the wagon. The men 
who wew; in search Qf them. retumed with.out them, and 
reported that they had not atrayed, but had , been driven 
away; for they. tracked.men and d.ogs followi,ng the c:attle. 
Another party was sent on the track, and came near ihem ; 
but, on the appearance of a few armed natives, returned 
wi,hout · them.. From . their ~wn account& we had proof 
that. tlley had acted w..a cowardly way. 

Though there was an. -~ppeai,ance at lea.at of imprudence 
in Mr. Hodgson and m,aelf separating, yet he volunteered 
to head another expedition, and t~y ,went to the place to 
which the pre11ious party had traced the.robbers; when they 
found aome of the cattle bad been slaughtered►and the others 
driven away in. two di-risions. and diff.erent directions, so 
they could not tell which to follow. They therefore re
turned to info:rm me, and our families at the wagons, that 
there seemed JlO probability that we should see our cattle 
any more! 
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DETENTION and Perplexity-Mr. Hodgson goes to Sitl'onello-Went out 
with Prince to ~hoot Game-Unexpected Success-Mr. Hodgson•• 
Journey-Escape from eight Lions-Remarkable Dream of a Friend 
in England at the Time-Meet Nafr,es who are friendly-Siffonello, 
the Chief-The Cnrioilty of the Pe1>ple-Untamed Oten pre,ented 
to ride on-Left them-Return. 

IT is hardly possible to describe the circumstanees or 
difficulty and apprehension in which we were now placed ; 
for our oxen we:re not only necessary to draw the wagons, 
but the CO\\'B with them -.ere the princi;pal means of our 
subsistence. 

l>rovidentially I shot 11, fine koodoo, which afforded a. 
timely •upply of flesh for food .at present. We were 811p• 
posed to be a fortnight's joumey from Oampbell, the near
est station from which we couid get relief; and we were 
surrounded by savage men and 'by beast@ of prey. 

"What shall we do P" 11aid one to another. Mywagon
driver proposed -digging a large hole, te bury the boxes in 
the ground, and-setting off in a body, on foot, towards t4e 
colony. I replied," Then you must also bury me and my 
wife; for we cannot perfurm !Such a journey." We sought 
1lnto God in our trouble; and I gratefully record that, 
when retired among the bushes for meditation and prayer, 
l was kept from despondency, and cheered with the belief 
that we should not be left to perish. We were twenty in 
number, including our :Bechuana guides; and how to 
obtain food for such a party was a question we could not 
answer. 

We concluded that an attempt should be made to dis
cover Siffonello, and make him acq_uainted with our circum
stances, hoping to procure from him cattle for food, and a 
guard, until we could send to Campbell. Thie proposal 
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our people could not object to, seeing no other alternative; 
and the two wagon d1ivers, the two Bechuanas, and the 
interpreter, headed by Mr. Hodgson, set out on this expe
dition, while the four wives, our children, two female 
servants, a bush boy, the Bagoiya and myself, were left 
with the wagons. Our trust was in God. 

On the 7th of February, before sunriae, the party left us, 
taking with them as much pro'rision as could be spared 
from our scanty stock, and also a present of such articles 
as we had for Sift'onello, if they found him. During their 
absence, I walked among the trees near the wagons, with 
my gun, hoping to obtain some game. We were quite easy 
in our minds on the subject of watei- ; for, besides a pool 
of rain water near the wagons, from which we had hitherto 
obtained our supply, we saw, or believed we did, a large 
and beautiful lake in a valley not very distant. 

One of these mornings, as we had only one day's pron
sion left, I took Prince, the youni Bushman. who came 
with us from Griqua, some di■tance from the wsgons, in 
search of game. I was ' very feeble ; and, since we had 
been reduced to short allowance-dried flesh and rain 
water-my ankles and legs became BW<>llen. However, we 
moved slowly on, until we discovered a herd of the blue 
gnus, which appeared in fine condition, and very tempting 
to our hungry stomachs. We ad'Vanced toward thetn with 
the utmost possible caution, for fear of being discovered by 
them. When some of them raised their heads as if they 
heard us, we lay still in the grass, until they began to feed 
again : then crept on our hands and knees to get within 
range. Suddenly they started off. I fired among them, 
and one fell. Prince jumped for joy to see it down; but 
our hopes were soon disappointed; for it rose, and ran on 
three legs after the herd, the other le8' dangling as if 
broken. Prince ran after ; but returned to me, saying they 
were all out of sight. 

I re-loaded the gun, and, seeing a ha.rtebeest in a valley, 
we went a distance round, so as to approach it, if possible, 

Dg,i,,.,obyGoogle 



44, FOUNDING OF THB BBCHll'A.?fA. JUBBION, 

unperceived. Knowing how much depended on this fresh. 
and, probably, la.et attempt, I sought unto God in prayer 
for success. After long dcll!-y and creeping in the grass 
very slowly, it either heard or scented us, and ran off. I 
fired after it, and thought I ae.w it kick with its hind legs, 
but it was soon out o{ eight. So I returned to the wagons 
in the evening, weary, hungry, and dejected. I found they 
had cooked the last of their meat, but had saved a little for 
Prince and me. I could not help taking thought for the 
morrow; and, after relating our day's adventure, and when 
Prince had eaten his portion, I suggested to him a.nd the 
Bagoiya. Bechuan, that they ■hould go ,and follow the 
track of the wounded gnu, so.pposing that probably it 
might have fallen again from loss of blood. To our great 
joy and thankfulneBS they soon returned la.den with flesh, 
not of the gnu, but of the hartebeest, which I feared I had 
not hit. It ia remarkable- that it had not only received its 
death wound, but, as long as it could keep on its feet, had 
run towards the wagons, not far from which they found it ! 
Some may rega,r\i these circumatances as too trivial for 
record; but I think it due to a gracious Providence, who 
spread our '8ble in the wildemeBS, This meat served ue 
until lb. Hoogson's return. The following account of hie 
journey is copied from bis joumal. :-

" February 7th,.1823.,-I left my dear wife and child with 
Mr. Broadbent and hie family, in a truly defencelees state; 
and, accompanied by the two wagon:mivers, two Bechu
anas, a.nd the interpreter, we set off on our journey, and, 
seing a number of spring-bucks, or deer, at some distance, 
I sent one of my attendants to ahoot one for food, and 
passed on to some reeds growing in the bed of a periodical 
river. The man who was with me proceeded a little up the 
river to seek water, and saw eight lions, six full grown and 
two cubs; and, when I was within sixty yards of the reeds 
in which the lions were concealed, he apprised me of my 
danger. I have been 'in deaths often,' but I cannot but 
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regard thie as a special instance of providential interfer
ence in my preeervation; for, had not the man changed 
hie couree in which he wae firet going, and thereby, in con
sequence of a bend in the river, reached a spot which gave 
him a eight of the lions, we must have both fallen a sacri
fice I How good is the Lord ! and how watchful over Hie 
servants ! and how many circumetance8, in themselvee 
trifling, lead, in the order of His providence, to the deliver
ance of Hie people ! " 

I shall be excused for interrupting Mr. Hodison'11 narra
tive, by interposing the relation of an interesting fact 
which has come to my knowledge since my return to Eng
land. My esteemed colleague had laboured very acceptably 
· and ueefully in the Retford Circuit, Nottinghamshire, in 
which, also, my lot has been cast, and where I found many 
truly pious and zealous Christiane who were seals to his 
ministry; and by the con~egations throughout the Cir
cuit he was revered and loved. Among these was one 
named Willey, who showed a warm affection toward his 
pastor, and deep and lively interest in hie welfare, both 
while he was in the Circuit and after hie departure to 
South Africa. Mr. Willey was a man of earnest prayer, 
and was much respected by all who knew him. At the 
period referred to he was remarkably impressed by a 
dream that his friend in Africa was in some great peril. 
He could not account for this dream, and the impression it 
produced, and tried to compose himself again to sleep, but 
could get no rest. So he rose from his bed, and prayed, if 
hie esteemed friend was in danger, that God would be his 
shield and protector. Several months after, when Mr. 
Hodgeon's journal was published, it was found, on com
paring dates, that the time of Mr. Willey's dream and 
solicitude wae the same as that of Mr. Hodgson's danger 
and deliverance from the lions ! 

"February 9th.-This morning early, we passed a de-
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serted village; which, our guide having visited, it proved 
to be. one _ lately left by Siffonello, one of whose men we 
also met with, having a small number of his cattle in 
charge, from whom we learnt that we might reach Siffo
nello's present residence about sunset. This man gave us 
a. littie milk, and appeared friendly; while his manly ap
pearance, armed with his assagais and shield, indicated 
that he would act on the defensive should we prove enemies. 
We passed , a large village, deserted by its inhabitants. 
Here the houses are built after the Bechuana manner, sur
rounded by a fence; and some of them have a. small garden 
attached to them. From the broken pots lying about, and 
the holes out of which the clay had been taken from which 
they were made, I rejoiced in the hope that we were 
approaching a population usually stationary, in which 
I was more confirmed, when, after a. quarter of an 
hour's walk, we reached a large; quantity of Kaffir 
com, in full bloom, with abundance of water-melollS, 
growing most luxuriantly. Leaving the com, we ap
proached a small periodical river, where we met several 
natives attending their cattle t-0 the water. These people 
appeared open and friendly, and free from all fear, after 
communicating with the guide; several of them accom
panied us to the residence of those to whom the corn be
longed. Here we rested a• short time, and amused the 
natives with the sight of the few things we had with us, 
to gain their confidence and friendship; and, receiving 
from them a supply of milk, we went on our way. The. 
man who brought us milk, upon giving me the bowl in 
which it was contained, hastily took it from me, as if he 
had neglected some part of etiquette ; and, tasting the 
milk himself, returned it to me with a smtle, designing, I 
presume, to intimate that I need not fear to drink that of 
which he had first partaken. Passing on, we passed another 
deserted village; and, ascending a. hill, found Siffonello situ
ated among the bushes, to whose residence we were con
ducted by one of his people, who joined us as we drew nea.r. 
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"Though there was no cause for fear, I felt the situation 
I was in, approaching the residence of uncivilized men, 
whose minds were open to all the suspicions . of a time of 
war, and in whose power I was about to place myself, in 
order to gain their friendship, with a view to the ultimate 
success of ,the Miesion. I could, however, cheerfuJly rely 
upon Him who was able to protect in the wildemeBB, 
where, probably, no Europeans had been before; and 
amongst those who had, probably, never seen a white man. 
Siffonello was found near his house, sitting wit£ several of 
his people on the ground, under the shade of a large tree, 
without any pomp or badge of distinction. Onr guide ap
proached, and spoke to him ; and, sitting on the ground, in 
an open part of the &rtl&, we were soon joined by the Chief 
and his party. A conversation having passed between the 
Chief and our guide, Siffonello was informed of ·the object 
of our visit; when he stated the pleasure he had in re
ceiving us, and that he had heard of us by his brother, 
whom we had seen at the Yellow River. A fire being 
made on the ground, and a circle formed around it, I had 
an opportunity of presenting the Chief with the presents I 
had brought consisting of bead$, rings, snuff-box, mirror, 
knife, &c., &c., all which appeared to give him great plea
sure, as wdl as his wife, who took the articles into her 
care. Tobacco was in great demand, and Siffonello was 
satisfied that he should have some when he visited our 
wagons; and, in signifying his approbation of the pre
_sents, he intimated the value of beads, and wished for 
more. Soon after this a fat sheep was presented to me, 
which, of course, was accepted; and, as it was designed for 
support, as well as an evidence of friendship, I _requested it 
might be slaughtered in the morning. This present was 
succeeded by a supply of thick milk, in two wooden bowls, 
from which, with wooden spoons, we were desired to re
fresh ourselves. After this, a clean, dried ox-hide was 
brought, upon which it was intended I should sleep near a 
fire. 
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"February lOth.-'-At an early hour the people collected 
to see their new visitor, and never was l an object of 
stricter scrutiny; my face and hair, leather cap, coat, 
shoes, and every other visible part of my person and dress, 
became in tnm the objects of attention; my pockets were 
ransacked to find articles of curiosity, and my watch, 
pocket telescope, knife, &.c., &e., sueeessively excited their 
astonishment. Sitfonello sent me a bowl of new milk, 
which was indeed a treat; and, having ordered the sheep 
he had given me to be slaughtered, a large pot was pre
pared, to cook a part of it for further refreshment. In the 
mean time, I endeavoured to impress Silfonello and hie 
people with a conviotion that we sought their good; and. 
asking permiesion to reside at hie stationary residence, 
when settled, received a strong expression of his wish that 
we should do so. 

" After arranging what appeared necessary, I intimated 
a wish to return to my family ; and solicited the loan of 
two oxen, to effect the journey with more expedition and 
lees fatigue. To this, however, he objooted ; wishing me 
to remain, and accompany him and hie people, who would 
remove from that place to-morrow. Three .times I pre
sented my petition, and each time he good-naturedly sought 
an excuse to detain me, though I promised that three of 
the people should conduct him to us, and urged that the 
wagons were left without protectors, and that my family 
would be anxious on my account. These reasons, how
ever, appeared not to weigh much; and I almost expected. 
out of love, to be detained his prisoner at large. The 
meat being cooked, I invited Sitfonello to accompany me 
to a tree at a short distance, that he might join us in par
taking of his bounty, and where I thought we should be 
more retired. In this, however, I was disappointed, as we 
were followed by the multitude. While dining, it was re
ported that two oxen had arrived for me ; and, hastening 
one of the men, we prepared for our journey, thankful that 
m7 wish had been so unexpectedly complied with. The 
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oxen being ready, we mounted, after taking leave of our 
friends ; but, in a short time, we found our cattle to be the 
most untractable we had ever seen. The man was thrown 
from the ox on which he rode, and ourselves nearly so, 
more than once. After contending with them, and travel
ling about a mile, meeting with some natives, we sent the 
oxen back, and set forward on foot. 

"February llth.-We set off early, hoping to reach the 
-wagons in the evening, in which, however, we were disap
pointed ; as, after travelling over a country similar to that 
over which we had passed a few days before, towards even
ing we concluded we had missed our way, by having gone 
too much to the west. We therefore took an easterly 
course, to find a large collection of mountains, seen from 
the wagons ; and which, to our great joy, we discovered a 
little after sunset. Having travelled twelve hours, we felt 
disposed to rest ; and, cutting some long grass for a bed, 
I lay down in hopes of being refreshed by sleep. 

" 12th.-About noon we ascertained our probable dis
tance from the wagons; at three o'clock saw the tent; and 
about six I was welcomed into the bosom of my family, 
with gratitude to our heavenly Father for all His mercies. 
This journey, while it has been attended with much mental 
anxiety, great waste of bodily strength, and not a little 
danger, will, I hope, tend to further the object of our Mis
sion, as an intercourse is now open with the Chief with 
whom we wish to settle." 

Here I will, for a brief space, again break off his narra
tive, to remark that Mr. Hodgson was absent from us about 
eight days, during which our minds were kept on the 
stretch of anxiety to bow the results of his journey. We 
were in a defenceless state, as to any visible protection; 
but the angel of the Lord encamped around us. One night 
we heard many voices, and the morning light discovered to 
us a large party of natives travelling past us, with their 
cattle, at a short distance; but whether part of the Man-

i: 
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tatee horde, or some other, we ooold not learn; for, when I 
went toward them, they fled from me. 

I often examined the horizon with my teleeoope, to ob
serve man or beast, if there should be any. On one of these 
occasions, I discovered a speck. It grew larger, and ap
proached nearer. It was my beloved and longed-for col
league. I informed Mrs. Hodgson, but soon after I lost 
eight of him ; for, when he dieoovered the wagons, he eat 
down to rest himself; but, when he again ,appeared emerg
ing from a bush, I set off to meet him, followed by hie wife, 
who soon left me behind, and reminded me of the disciple 
whom Jesus loved, who out-ran Peter; for she was the first 
to welcome the object of our desire. 

But while we we!'e grateful to God for our mutual pre
servation, I was deeply affected by hie emaciated and ex
hausted appearance. His countenance was pale and thin, 
,and hie feet were blistered a.nd much swollen. However, 
.after a night's rest, with washing and change of apparel, 
lie soon recovered hie wonted looks, as he proceeded t-0 
inform us of his success in finding the Chief, and of hie 
iriendly reception. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

MEETING with Siffonello and the Barolongs-Prepare to send to Camp
bell-Lions-Arrival or Siffonello and his Son Moroko at Deten
tion-Unexpected Return or our Oxen-Providential Events
Mantateea and Griqnas fight-Mirage-Jonmey resumed-Arrival 
with Siffonello and Moroko at their Place-Flood-Lion-Journey 
to Nalassi Monntains-Lions-Arrive at Maqnassi-Dwelling
honse bnilt. 

OlTE immediate advantage resulting from Mr. Hodgson's 
interview with Sitfonello was, that he would send us cattle 
for food, and armed men as a guard ; but, as we hag. no 
expectation of being able to get our wagons drawn, until 
we could get fresh oxen from Griqualand, we were still in 
perplexity, not knowing how to send information of our 
-00ndition and wants. It is true, our time was not wholl1 
lost; for I ·was daily applying myself to acquire the lan
guage, as far as I could, by means of the few persons about 
us who spoke it. Seeing only one course open to us, which 
was to send messengers and letters to the Rev. Mr. Sass, 
of Campbell, to request him to engage men to come with 
trained oxen to our 1·elief, we proposed t.o. our wagon
drivers to undertake this journey, leaving their wives with 
us until their return; and, to induce them thereto, offered 
them a liberal reward, including a wagon, &c., to convey 
themselves and. their families back to the colony, and re. 
leasing them from their engagement with us. After some· 
hesitation, and, in fact, seeing no other alternative in the 
<:ircumstances in which we were placed, they consented; 
and, after a day or two of rest, began their preparation for 
the proposed journey, by repairing their shoes, or making 
:new ones, straps, knapsacks, &c. 

An incident connected with this may be noticed. Two 
E 2 . 
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beast-hides were put into the pool of water to soften, to be
cut into straps for the several purposes required ; but four 
lions came to the water, (I suppose, to drink,) and, scent
ing these hides, unceremoniously drew them out, and de
voured them. Thie delayed our men until some other 
_hides were softened for their purpose. 
_ Siffonello deferred his coming longer than we expected, 
.which was a. trial to our patience. However, on the 17th 
of the month he came, with fourteen attendants, one of 
whom was his eldest son and heir, Moroko, who has since 
~cceeded to the chiefta.inship of the tribe. They were 
noble figures, tall, and well proportioned. They brought 
bags of milk, and a fat cow for slaughter. After being 
introduced, the Chief asked for a vessel, into which some 
of the milk they had brought might be poured, and a 
large white bason was handed to him that seemed to at
-tract his attention. When the milk was poured into it, he 
beckoned to us to sit down, which we did, with his men in 
·a circle. After he had drunk of the milk, he handed the 
bason to us, and we also drank. I found they called this 
,n,ashee-lu-ees, or sweet milk ; not very sweet though, after 
having been exposed to heat, and churned on their heads Ol' 

shoulders, during a journey of two days. But, notwith
standing, it was a luxury to us, after being so long de
l)rived of milk. For their own sustenance, they had milk 
in sacks, called mashee-boriloo, of a consistence nearly 
resembling cream cheese. · 
- In expectation of the departure of our messengers to 
Campbell, we were engaged in transcribing from our 
journals and writing letters ; and, as we knew no name
of the place where we were detained, we dated them at 
Detention, and described our position and circumstances. -

On the 18th, while thus engaged, some of the people pre-' 
!lent discerned at a distance some cattle, or a herd of gnus
or buffaloes. As an enemy was then in the land, Siffonello 
olosely watched their movements: It soon became eviden1i 
that they drew nearer to 11.s, and were not wild beasts, but 
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eattle driven by men ; but whether by friends or foes, we . 
knew not. All eyes were directed toward them. I reached 
-:the telescope, and clearly ascertained that a number of cattle 
were being driven by only a few men toward us. I went 
to Mr. Hodgson, who was busy writing in his wagon, and. 
sa.id, "I think our oxen a.re coming." He quickly replied~. 
"Impossible!" and took no further notice, plainly intima. 
ting that he did not wish to be interrupted in his writing .. : 
So I withdrew.• Meanwhile, our wives were using the 
telescope on the same objects; for, owing to the form of 
the ground, they could be seen a great distance. They 
handed me the glass to look again; when, scanning them 
minutely, I first thought that I discovered one of our cows, 
and soon observed an ox with only one horn, and I knew 
that one of ours had a horn broken off. I went a second 
time to Mr. Hodgson, and said, " Come out of your wagon-, 
and satisfy yourself; our cattle are come ! " He ea.me out, 
and saw, and exclaimed, "Why, this is miraculous!"· 

All we could learn about them was, that it seemed the 
partywho.had stolen them had abandoned them,from fear, 
as I suppose ; and, some of the Barolongs, discovering 
t,hem, and knowing from their Chief's visit to us our posi
tion, had conducted them to our wagons. 
. How wonderful are the ways of Providence ! and how 

needful it often is for a Missionary to " stand still, and see 
the salvation of God ! " 
. At this juncture of our affairs there a.re several points 

that merit special notice, as proofs of providential inter
position. On these circumstances, Mr. Hodgson remarks 
in a letter to the Missionary Committee in London :-

" Had our oxen not been lost, most likely our people,. 
in their then state of mind, would have compelled us to 
i,eturn to the colony; or, if the oxen had been found sooner, 
Wore the interview with Siffonello had been effected, we 
could not have prevailed with our hirelings to have tra
velled to the place where he was then residing. And, it ia 
.also worthy of remark, that. soµi.e circumstances ocgunaj 
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just at that time, which formed an inducement to our peo- · 
pie, not only to bring us to Sift'onello, but also to settl& 
with us at his permanent town. Thus we were now delivered 
from our chief difficulties, and the door appeared fully open 
for the commencement of our Miesion. Our detention was· 
doubtless in mercy to ourselves, and to the people to whom 
we were bringing ' the Gospel of peace; ' and, I trust, the
remembrance of these things will ever fill our minds with 
gratitude." 
· There were likewise other circumstances, besides thoe& 

mentioned by Mr. Hodgson, which must be ascribed to the 
same special and gracious providence, both as regards the 
time when our progress· was stopped, and also when we
were able to leave the place of our detention; for, owing 
to the movements of the invading · Mantatees, Siffonello 
was not residing at his previous place ; and, in counsel 
with his Chiefs, had determined to select a new site for 
their permanent abqde, to which ·they would repair as soon. 
as they could have rest from their enemies round about. 
Our guides did not know his whereabouts at the time, and 
from the route we were travelling when our oxen were 
taken away, we should, in n.ll probability, have missed him, 
and have been obliged to turn towards the north, by which• 
we should have come in the way of the host of Manta.tees 
who then were in that direction, as discovered by George 
Thompson, Esq., and described in the volumes of his travels. 
in that region ; and were repulsed by the Griquas, who were 
mounted on horseback, and possessed fire-arms. The Man
tatees were estimated at forty or fift,y thousand. They had not 
seen horses before, and thought that the horse and the 
rider were one animal ; neither had they previously been 
opposed with fire-arms. They evinced desperate boldness 
in the unequal contest, and made two or three attempts to 
surround these strange animals which " spit fire " at them ; 
a.nd, it was not until about five hundred had been shot,• 
that they commenced their retreat from their assailants,· 
whom they could not reach with their wee.pons; for the. 
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Griquas galloped away to reload their guns, and then 
returned to fire.• 

Our cattle had been missing seventeen days, during 
which time a poor ea.If, which was tied to one of the 
wagons when they were driven away, had subsisted on 
grass and water ; but had become very lean. When they 
returned, it sought among them for its own mother, and 
we observed her incline hesitatingly towards it, but at 
length allow it to suck : by degrees her milk returned, 
and the calf recovered its flesh and vigour. 

We rewarded the men who had brought the cattle, which 
we were ready on the following day to yoke once more, 
and, under the guidance of the Chief himself, to proceed to 
the place where the principal part of his tribe were located. 

During our detention, we had been under no apprehen
sion whatever, that any danger existed that we should 
suffer from want of water; for, although the pool from 
which we had been supplied hitherto was daily diminish
ing, and would not suffice for our cattle, now that they had 
come, more than one day, we had felt confident of abun
dance in the beautiful lake we had beheld every day since 
we came here, from which we expected an inexhaustible 
supply of that necessary element. Day after day I had 
gazed with satisfaction and thankfulneBB upon its water, 
saw it stirred into waves by the breeze, and now 
and then the wild bucks and other animals come to its 
border and drink, and sometimes stand in the water itself. 

All this, however, proved to be an illusion,-the mirage, 
"waters that fail." (Jer. xv. 18.) Alas, for us, if deliver
ance had not come! For, when our wagons moved, as 
directed by om· new guides, they went direct toward this. 
supposed lake. I wondered how we should get over it; 
but thought it must be that our guides knew it to be 
BUffi.ciently shallow for the oxen to wade through. But it 
turned out to be a dry, barren, flat piece of ground, alike 

* See an account of this battle in Molfat's "Missionary Labours and 
Scenes in Southern Africa," chap. uii. 
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destitute of moisiure and vegetation, though surrounded 
by luxuriant verdure. 

We saw the hand of God, first, in stopping our progress 
by permitting our cattle to be taken away, by which we 
found the people we were in search of; next, in restoring 
them in time to prevent our own people setting off for 
Campbell ; in sending help, before all the water in the 
little pool was used, or dried up ; and in keeping our 
~ds from fear of drought, by the appearance of plenty 
not far distant. He led us a way we knew not : we trusted 
in Him, and were not confounded ! Our night of anxiety 
was followed by a morning of bright prospects and hope. 

As the evening of the day on which our cattle arrived 
drew on, Siffonello suggested that it would be prudent to 
make an enclosure for them during the night; as, besides 
strolling Mantatees and Bushmen, there were also many 
lions in that part. So his people and ours set to work, and 
made a fold of thorn bushes, which answered the purpose 
of keeping them together. We found on counting them 
that eight were missing, which we supposed had been 
slaughtered by those who had driven them away. 

The following morning we once more put the yokes on 
their necks, and started afresh. Siffonello took his seat on 
my wagon, and Moroko, his son, on Mr. Hodgson's, their 
people running beside them,·and directing the way. This 
mode of travelling was quite new to them, as they had 
never seen wagons before. In tht1 evening we bivouacked 
at a place surrounded by trees, and the night was cold. 
Next morning we proceeded on our journey, travelling 
with unwonted speed, our oxen being in fine condition 
after their long rest from the yoke. 

In the afternoon, Siffonello often looked before us with 
evident concern; and when he discovered at a distance 
their herds of cattle, grazing under the protection of their 
armed herdsmen, he pointed them out with evident satis
faction, and began humming one of their songs as we rode 
along. 
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. No sooner were our wagons seen approaching their 
]>lace, than numbers of their people came to meet us; 
among whom I recognised the Chief's brother, Sabbedere, 
and some of the warriors we had seen with him near the 
V aa1 River. I could not but be gratified by observing the 
respectful manner in which they approached Siffonello, 
their Chief, by placing their hands on their breast, with 
&n inclination of the head forward, saying," Rumela, KoBBi." 
'l'he la.et word means "Chief," or "King; " the other is a. 
term of salutation. 

We were soon astonished and delighted to behold a 
much larger number of houses than we ha.d seen before, 
belonging to natives of Africa; and wept for joy, thanking 
God for having preserved us, and brought us in safety to 
this people. It was about a year and a half since I left 
Oape Town, with my wife and family, to enter upon this 
Mission ; and I seemed to forget all the way we ha.d come, 
the afflictions we ba.d endured, and the trials and perils 
through which we had passed, counting them all as nothing, 
now that our object in coming was being attained. 
Wherefore, we thanked God, and took courage ! 

After looking around for a suitable place where to draw 
ous wagons, and pitch our tent, we selected a ridge near a 
small river, called the Roralla., where was a plain lying 
parallel with the river, between our location and five hun
dred native houses, which were built on the slope on the 
other side of the plain. On the following days we were 
visited by crowds of people, all eager to gratify their 
curiosity, by gazing on our persons, wagons, and, in fact, 
everything about us. 
, Though we were endeavouring to learn words and sen
iences of then- language, yet their talking so rapidly, and 
so many together, rendered this most difficult. The 
iollowing incident will serve to show how one sentence was 
acquired. One day, Sitfonello, observing how the people 
thronged us to our discomfort, sa.id, in a commanding tone, 
"Tsamai t.akla;" w.hen they immediately withdrew, 
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Those words were too useful to be forgotten ; so, on a sub
sequent occasion, in similar circumstances, I used them 
with the same result. They mean, " Go, quick! " 

We had not been long at this place, before one morning 
we found ourselves upon an island. From heavy rain at a 
distance, the Roralla had overflowed its banks, and-covered 
the plain on the other side of our wagons. Had the water 
risen much more, we should have been compelled to decamp. 
as well as we could; but, happily, toward evening, the 
waters subsided. This flood furnished us with an illus
tration of Jeremiah xlix. 19, where NebuchadntlZzar ia 
represented as coming against Judea, fierce as a lion, when 
driven from his lair in the thicket by "the sw~lling of 
Jordan:" for one of these royal beasts, unknown to us, 
was lurking in a thicket of the Roralla, near our wagons ; 
but was forced out of his lair by the flowing water, and 
began to roar terrifically, as if irritated at being disturbed. 
Th1:1 natives rushed to the assault ; but he fled before such 
a host of men and dogs, frequently lifting up his voice, aa 
if threatening to retaliate, if they did not cease to annoy 
him; for, having no fire-arms, they could only attack him 
with clubs and spears, but were afraid to approach near 
enough to do much execution. His voice gradually became, 
less audible, as he receded from us. 

We had not shown the people the use of fire-arms yet; 
but one evening, while Siffonello with some of his attend
ants stood at my wagon, a fine Guinea fowl came and· 
perched in a tree, too high to be reached by their weapons. 
Having several times before treated myself and family with· 
one of these birds, I was glad of the opportunity to do so 
again so conveniently; and so reached a fowling-piece, 
kept charged in the wagon, and quickly brought the bird 
down. Siffonello observed me in silence, and when he saw 
the instantaneous effect of the shot, he seemed as much 
delighted as he was astonished at it ; and repeatedly tried 
to imitate the sound of the gun-lock, and the report it 
made, and the sudden fall of the bird. 
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As this locality was not intended to be the permanent 
residence of the tribe, we did not attempt the erection of 
any buildings here. However, in several respects, we were 
furthering the object of our Mission; by acquiring their 
language.. Every well-ascertained word was added to our 
vocabulary, with as much care as a miser adds to his store. 
Sometimes we made mistakes in a word, or pronunciation~ 
and got laughed at, yet always in good humour. If I had. 
possessed books, and a living teacher, I should not have 
found much difficulty in acquiring the language, as I had 
lea.rnt Portuguese and Dutch in a comparatively short. 
time ; but, in the absence of either, it was very difficult. 
We also were becoming acquainted with the people, and 
gaining their confidence; showing. them an example of 
integrity and kindness, charging our people not to give any 
offence ; to prevent which our constant vigilance, over 
eome of them, was neceBS!lry. 

After residing a few weeks near the Roralla, orders were 
issued to the people to prepare for removing. Early one 
morning the whole population was on the move; oxen 
packed, and women laden with heavy burdens on the head, 
and many of them also with a child on their back, or side ; 
while the men, armed, drove the cattle. It was an inter
esting sight to behold an extensive traot of country covered 
with people and their cattle. During the after part of the 
day, we perceived a strong and not disagreeable aromatic 
odour; on examining into the cause of which, we found it 
arose from the speannint, which covered many thousand 
acres of ground, and perfumed the air as it was bruised by 
the oxen and wagons. In the evening of a long day's 
journey, we halted for the night on the slopes of one side 
of the Nalassi mountains, where we found the remains of 
dwellings, and cattle-folds, very neatly built of stone. The 
next day we proceeded to a place beautifully wooded, and 
luxuriant with grass. On account of the excellent pas
turage, the Chief and his people resolved to remain here 
awhile; which was by no means agreeable to us, as we 
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were becoming weary of this wandering mode of life, and 
were anxious to become settled, that we might set about 
ihe erection of houses in which to dwell. 

While at this lovely place, a number of lions thought to 
feast themselves on some of the cattle, and boldly entered 
one of the folds. The evening was dark and wet, so that 
it was with no little peril that the people rushed to the 
defence of their cattle. For a considerable time, the noise 
of men shouting, lions roaring, and oxen lowing, was 
.alarming, and great commotion prevailed; but, towards 
midnight, quiet was restored. In the morning Sabbedere 
approached our wagons with the skin of one of the lions in 
his hand, just taken from the carcase of one of our assail
ants, which had been slain by him in the conflict of last 
evening. His sang-froid, was quite amusing; for if the 
Bechuana Chiefs pride themselves on one thing more than 
another, it is their valour. He said not a word reepect

_ing the night's conflict, or how he had killed the lion; but 
with an air of indifference held the skin in hie hand, proof 
.sufficient of the death of the ferocious beast, and asked 
if we would buy it. On inquiry, I found that he was 

,the hero who had slain it with a spear. He had no inten
tion, however, to sell it, for it was a trophy too valuable, 
_in his estimation, to part with. 

Soon after, he returned with a cow, having a horn 
;}>roken off in the struggle· of last night; she was bleed
.ing profusely, and his apprehension was that it could not 
,be staunched, and she would die. I gave him the price in 
·beads that he asked for her, and our own men took her in 
.>band, bound up the part whence the horn had been broken. 
,and the bleeding was stopped. A few days after, when he 
·saw the cow alive and well, he wanted a larger price for 
her; however, after a little reasoning and pleasantry about 
his offering for Bille a dying animal, he allowed the matter 
to drop ; but, as she turned out to be a very valuable cow, I 
:afterwards made him a present. We could get.no eatisfac
-tory information as to when the tribe intended to proceed to . 
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:the place of their permanent residence; so we applied to
Siffonello to let us know where it would be, tha.t we might 
go first, and prepare places for shelter before winter. 
Moreover, my dear wife was in a situation which made it. 
neeeeaary tha.t we should get into a.fixed habitation as soon· 
as poeaible. 

On a representation of these circumstances to Siffonello,. 
he went with Mr. Hodgson to the site chosen for the new 
-town intended for their settled abode. On their return 
we were delighted with Mr. Hodgeon's description of it. as 
being a well selected and beautiful place called Maquaaei 
-In a few days after we struck our tents, and went there. 
Having previously learnt the part on which the natives 
would build their houeee, we selected a site on which to 
build ours, at a convenient distance from theirs, so as to be 
separate and yet accessible. We had some doubts respect. 
ing an adequate supply of water for so large a population, 
as the fountain which had been pointed out to us was not 
very copious. However, as there was a periodical river at 
a short distance, at which their cattle would drink, we sup
posed that the people would fetch water from it, or that 
they probably knew of other springs in the locality not yet 
seen by us. 

Here, then, we set to work in earnest, first to collect 
material with which to eonetruet our habitations. My 
1l88e beiDg urgent, induced me to cut down timber, of 
which there was a tolerable supply in the neighbourhoodJ 
to build a house in the manner of the natives, though of a 
·different form. The width was limited by the length of 
beams we could get, and the length such as admitted·of a 
division into three parts: one end for a lodging-room; the 
other end a room of equal size, which was divided into 
halves, one for a pantry, the other for books, implements, 
&e. ; and the centre room, which was the largest, for our· 
sitting and dining apartment. In building this house, we
dug holes in the ground at proper distances, in which we 
set up perpendicular poets, well fastened by ramming the , 

Dg,i,,.,obyGoogle 



1J2 FOUNDING OP' THE Bli:CHll'ANA llIBBION. 

il&rlh in around them. We then placed horizontal beama 
,along the top, and fastened these and the rafters with 
thongs cut from the hides of oxen, which, being used while 
•soft, became, when dry, hard and firm. 

The intermediate space between the main posts was filled 
·with smaller spars, crossed with woodbines, and the squarea 
filled up with clay, which, when dry, was whitewashed 
·within and without. This kind of work the people per
·formed under my direction; but I and my wagon-driver 
'had to make the door and window frames, and fix them in 
·the walls. The whole was covered with thatch made of 
long grass. For doors and window-shutters we nailed 
together the boards of packing cases. I had a view to this 
when I chose those cases for my goods when in the colony. 
Hinges, locks, door latches, &c., with nails and screws, we 
had taken with us. 

The native women made for us an excellent floor of 
material from ant-hills, which they first pounded, then 
spread even, and sp1·inkled with water, after which they, in a 
kind of dance, stamped it with their feet, so that, when dry, 
it was both hard and smooth. Our lodging-room was first 
,completed, that we might be ready for the expected addition 
to our family. 

I made a bedstead of poles and leather straps, on which 
·was laid Ol!l' hair mattress, which had served first for our 
·sea cot, then for our wagon bed. The house was conse. 
-crated to God by prayer and praise. 

We were followed to this place in a few weeks by Sufo. 
·nello and his people; first by a party who made folds for 
their cattle, then by the whole tribe; and in a short time 
,a populoua town was built. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

BIRTH of a Son-The Bechuanas build the Town-Mr. and Mrs. 
Hodgson leave for Griqualand-The Barolongs precipitately flee at 
the Approach of the Mantatees-Our Condition, and the Attempt 
of Siffooello to incluce us also to flee-Left by our own People
Reflections-Passiug of the clreaded Enemy-llfr. Hoclgsou's un
expected Arrival-His Account of the State of Things at Griqua 
Town-Battle at Latakoo-His Return for my Rescue-Extrocts 
from his Journal-State of the defeated Army-Mr. Hodgson's 
return to Giiqna, accompanied by Moroko-Murder of Rampe
Sampe, our Cnttle-watchcr-Our Cattle driven away-Their Re
turn in a Fog-State of Native Children-Dig Wells. 

ON th~ 1st of July, 1823, my dear wife was safely de
livered of a fine healthy son, and though suffering many 
privations, yet eventually, by the mercy of God, she hap
pily recovered. We ha.d for a long time been destitute of 
bread and vegetables; so the best substitute for her diet, 
in those circumstances, was milk a.nd beef-tea.; a.nd, a.a a · 
relish with the latter, I occa~ionally broiled on a gridfron 
small bits of sa.lt mea.t. 

A few weeks before. this event, the Ba.rolongs ea.me and 
made folds for their cattle ; then built houses for them
selves. These erections requiring much wood, they cut 
down indiscriminately all the trees suitable for their pur
pose, even all that we left standing in the vicinity of our 
dwellings for shade and ornament; and so destroyed the 
park-like appea.ra.nce of the landscape. 

On the 9th of the month, my wife being judged sufficiently 
recovered to be left, after ba.ptizing our child, Mr. and 
Jrlrs. Hodgson left us to go to Griqua Town, in order to 
send letten into. the oolony, a.nd receive a.ny that might 
ha.Te been sent there for ua ; also to bring the boxes we 
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had left there, and procure corn for bread, of which we ha.cl 
long been deprived. 

We had not heard of the Mantatees for several months, 
and thought that both our wagons might be spared to go 
on the proposed journey, with only one of our families; 
while I and my family might with prudence and safety be 
left to prosecute the objects of the MiBBion, more especially 
by the study of the language, the attainment of a know
ledge of which we deemed of paraJilount importance. In 
fact, my feeble state of health rendered much physical 
exertion impracticable, but did not hinder thought; indeed, 
my mind was so engaged with words and sentences of 
Sichuana, that frequently during the night I was kept 
from the sleep I so much needed, by the intensity of my 
desire to ascertain the meaning of words, and how to 
connect them together. This was my principal occupa• 
tion at this period, and nothing remarkable occurred at the 
station, until about three weeks after Mr. Hodgaon's de
parture, when we were disturbed before daylight, one 
morning, by a great noise in the town, of shouting 8.Jll.ong 
the people, and lowing of cattle, with barking of doge. I 
rose, and, opening the window shutter of our lodging-room, 
saw in the twilight parties of armed men, driving herds of 
cattle, and followed by women and children laden with B11ch· 
things as they could carry. I hastily drew on my clothes, 
and went outside the house to inquire the reason of this 
commotion ; but the noise and hurry were Bllch that I 
could get no reply for a considerable time. At length I 
was told that the Mantateee -were approaching, and also 
that they were not many hours distant. This information 
was certainly, alarming; and it was evident the people 
believed it. 

To my dear wife, who was in our lodging-room, with the 
two children, I communicated the :report. At 0nce the 
difficulty and peril of our situation were apparent; both 0£ 
us being in a very feeble at.ate of health, with two children, 
one a baby, and having no wagon.~ oonirey 118-&way. We 
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had no choice but to remain where we were, and put our 
trust in God. 

The people and their· flocks and herds being gone, Siffo
nello and a few of .his chief men came to my house, and, 
addressing me in a quick and earnest manner, said," Come, 
won't you flee P " I knew this was impossible; so I replied, 
rather coolly, " No." He rejoined, " You will be destroyed 
if you do not." I answered, " I hope not ; I hope the 
Ma.ntatees will not come here; and, if they do, I hope they 
will not destroy us." On hearing these words, the Chief 
and his men looked at each other in evident concern, and 
then endeavoured to impress me with the certainty of our 
destruction, if we did not accompany them. Though I did 
not state my reasons, as I could'. expect but little sympathy 
from them in the matter of my feebleneBB and my wife's 
unfitness to travel, I merely answered," Well, I will venture 
that; we will not flee." Siffonello, in a somewhat vehement 
manner, replied, " I cannot remain to defend you ; it would 
be madness to hazard a battle, they are too strong for us." 
Seeing that he had got the impression that I thought he 
ought to remain· and defend us, I said, " Siffonello, Chi~ 
understand me; if you judge it necessary for your safety., 
and that of your people and cattle, to flee, do so. I do not 
-desire you to risk a battle. Never mind us, leave us, we 
will remain here." 

This answer appeared to astonish and affect both the 
Chief and his attendants. Siffonello, in a softened voice, 
tried to persuade me ; and expressed hie sorrow to be 
obliged to leave us, and his apprehension of what would be 
the consequence of our remaining. Having stayed nearly 
two hours after his people had gone, being reluctant to 
leave us, he said, "I can stay no longer;" and then took a 
respectful leave, and with quick step went after the rest. 

Siffonello's conduct on this occasion gave me great satis
faction, as showing the sincerity of his regard for us, which, 
indeed, he continued to manifest ea long as the emergency 
laated. 

F 
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It will be stated by-and-by that though the dreaded 
Mantatees were actually in our vicinity, and were passing 
us at only a short distance during several days, yet they 
did not come to our place ; I suppoae, in ignorance of our 
position, and of our defenceless state. Mercifully, Divine 
Providence kept them from us. This fact, and my refusal 
t,o flee, obtain~ for me the credit of great courage, which, 
indeed, I did not possess ; for I should certainly have fled 
with my family, if it had been possible. The Barolongs 
reported long afterwards that I would not flee from the 
whole army of the Manta.tees, and that they dared not come 
t,o the Station while I was there ! 

There remained with us, after the Chief and those with 
him had left, the wives of our wagon-drivers, and a native 
boy and girl; but while myself and wife were taking some 
food in our room, these fled also, without letting us know 
of their intention to do so. And now we and our two 
children were left alone. A melancholy silence prevailed 
during the remainder of the afternoon. The evening drew 
on, and the usual sounds of mea, flocks, and herds, were 
not heard around us. The sun set, and the shades of 
night mantled over us. I sat alone in the centre room of 
our dwelling, my wife and children in the adjoining lodg
ing room. I was not without gloomy and depressing fore
bodings, as to what might be the events of that night; 
when, suddenly, it was spoken to me, as clearly as by a. 
voice in the ear, "The name of the Lord is a strong 
rower; the righteous runneth into it, and is safe." I in
etantly closed the window-shutter,-for we had no glass,
went into the room with my wife and children, and in 
prayer and faith committed ourselves to the protection of 
that Name. 

Strange as it may appear, yet it is a fact, we were sooner 
than usual wrapped in sleep, and rested better that night 
.than we had been accustomed t-0 do. 

I arose the following moming, much refreshed with a. 
;good night's rest, and in great composure of spirit. After 
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listening in vain for the sound of many voices, from per
sons, who, I supposed, would be surrounding us, I cau
tiously opened the door, and looked out; but saw no one. 
I then ·stepped over the threshold, casting my looks right 
a.nd left; still no one appeared. Next I went outside, and 
looked around; but not a human being could be seen, nor 
a human voice be heard. I returned into the house to 
inform my wife, and set to work to kindle a fire, and pre
pare for a breakfast of such eatables as ·we had. 

On looking out about half an hour afterwards, I saw 
about half a dozen armed men walking quickly towards 
our dwelling, and waited their arrival; these were some of 
Siffonello's warriors, who had been dispatched by him to 
:inform me of the movements of the enemy. 

They reported that the Mantatees were travelling on the 
other side of a ridge to the east. During the day, other 
pa.rties arrived, bringing similar information; and so like
wise the second and third day : so well did Siffonello keep 
me informed _of their position and movements. On this 
last day, they informed me that the main body had passed: 
but that there were still small parties and stragglers here 
and there, and that they appeared in a most wretched 
plight from want of food; so as to be eating dogs, cow
dung, and, in fact, their own dead ! I gathered, also, that, 
though the Barolongs avoided a collision with the main 
body of them, yet they were cutting off scores of the poor 
stragglers. 

While :teceiving the above information from Siffonello'e 
scouts, our attention was suddenly called to the heights 
behind our houses, where the tilts of two waggons appeared. 
When they drew near, it turned out to be my· colleague, 
Mr. Hodgson, who had learnt our peril before we knew it 
ourselves, and, heroically leaving his wife and child at 
Griqua Town, had · come to our rescue. The following 
extracts from hie published journal will explain the cir
cumstances in which he left Griqualand, and also confirm 
the reports of the Barolongs respecting the famishing con-

F 2 
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dition of the Mantatees. Recording his journey to Griqua
land, he writes:-

" July 19th.-We reached Campbell, and found that Mr. 
Sass, the Missionary, had left this station for Griqua 
To"'"Il, with his family and goods, in consequence of the 
invading enemy having advanced into the neighbourhood 
of the Kuruman. 

"2lst.-W e reached Griqua Town, and met with a most 
kind reception from Messrs. Helm and Sass, also Hamil
ton and Moffatt, who had retired with their families to 
this place for greater security from the advancing enemy. 
The invading tribes are truly formidable, both as to their 
number and courage. About one hundred men, principally 
Griquas, on horseback, using guns, were only able, after 
several hours' conflict, to repulse them ; and Mr. Melville, the 
Government agent, who was present, expressed himself 
astonished at the resolute ferocity of the foe. He also 
stated that the Bechuanas were but as children before 
them. To the efforts of those Griquas, and other natives, 
w:ho have been raised into a state of comparative civiliza
tion by Missionary labours, and to the prudent and 
spirited measures of Mr. Melville, and the Missionaries of 
the London Society, the colony of the Cape of Good Hope 
is indebted for its preservation from the consequences of a 
tenible eruption of these barbarous tribes on the northern 
frontier, the half-caste tribes thus forming a barrier against 
the inroad of savage tribes upon the colony." 

· The approach of the Mantatees, and the proceedings of 
the Griquas thereon, with particulars of the fight referred 
to by Mr. Hodgson, are given by George Thompson, Esq., 
in his volumes of travels in that part of Africa. He was 
·the first European that saw the advancing hordes, and 
·gave tbe alarm at the Kuruman, and Griqua Town. The 
Journal of the Rev. R. Moffatt also recounts the same 
events. Before the arrival of Mr. Hodgson at Griqua. 
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Town, the Missionaries there assembled and the Griqua. 
Chiefs had held a consultation respecting us, whom they sup
posed, if not already destroyed, to be beyond all hope of 
~cape. On their making inquiry of some of the prisoners 
who remained among them, whether they had seen us, 
their reply was, that several moons since, they saw walk
mg houses, full of devils ! I suppose this must have been . 
when they fled so precipitately from our wagons; for that_ 
corresponds with the time indicated by them. 

The Missionaries and Chiefs then offered a liberal reward 
to any of the Griquas who would go into the region where_ 
we were supposed to be, to ascertain whether we were yet. 
living or not. At this juncture, they were agreeably sur
prised to observe the approach of our wagons. They went 
out to meet them, and one or two of their wives were so 
much overjoyed, that they outran their husbands, one of 
whom, with wonderful agility, sprang upon the footboard, 
of the first wagon, without waiting for the oxen to be 
stopped. Their exuberant joy was soon turned into fear, 
and apprehension, when they found that my wagon was 
,empty; that I, and my wife, and family were· in the inte-. 
rior, and there without a conveyance to remove us, or any 
,other means of escape. 

The noble conduct of my esteemed colleague in this 
-emergency will be appreciated by all who read the follow
iing account, as it is by me to this day. Happily at the 
time, myself and wife were free from anxiety; being, in 
fact, totally ignorant of our peril. Mr. Hodgson writes :-

" The retreating enemy having taken the direction of 
Ma.quassi, where we had left Mr. Broadbent and his family, 
ignorant of their danger, and without the means of flight, 
it appeared at once a clear duty to 1·elieve them from their, 
most distressing situation. 

" As, soon, therefore, as arrangements could be made, I 
hastened to return to Maquassi, leaving my dear wife and 
dilld at Griqua Town. In parting with them, I felt nQ 
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anxiety as to their safety and comfort, as I was leaTing them 
under the protection of the London Society's Mieeionaries, 
from whom we always received the most broilherly affec
tion ; yet I could not regard the separation but with pain
ful feelings, from the possibility that I might fall a sacri
fice to the cruelty of the defeated invaders, while dis
charging my duty to a Missionary brother and hie family. 
It was by no means certain, indeed, that I should not have to 
return with the distressing intelligence that they were all 
murdered, and thus my journey prove to be in vain; but 
I was, nevertheless, bound by duty to God, to the church, 
and to my colleague, to venture upon the perils obviously 
connected with it. 

"August 3rd.-l set off for Maquaesi, and, having tra
velled till a late hour to reach where were both grass and 
water, we wandered about in the dark for some time, having
missed our path, resolved to rest in the plain adjoining a 
small bush that afforded us but little firewood, and l1iee-
11helter from the wind, which was extremely cold. 

"Next morning we rose early, and, pursuing our journey, 
we soon came to the place where we had designed to sleep. 
On approaching the wood, I was surprised to behold a fire, 
at which two females were occupied in cooking, while a 
man was laid, apparently a.sleep, near 'them. The two 
women attempted to conceal themselves under a bush, 
supposing, I preeuine, that we should pass them unob
aerved. Upon going near the fire, however, we found them 
employed in cooking the leg of a human being ! We were 
now satisfied of this being a part of the retreating enemy, 
a division of whom had evidently rested in this place on 
the preceding day. Horror-struck at the scene before us, I 
was truly thankful that my dear wife was not present to 
behold it ; and I gratefully acknowledged the kind provi
dence of the Almighty in suffering us to miss our path the
preceding evening ; for thereby we escaped the misery of 
witnessing the disgusting proceedings of this people in the 
•hades of night, apprehensive, as we should have been, of 
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the danger of being attacked by them, who would have 
rejoiced in our death, as furnishing them, by eating our 
ffesh, with the means of continued existence. I hastened 
·back to the wagons, to consider how to act ; and, determin
ing to leave the place as soon as possible, the necessary 
arrangements were made without delay. But, before our 
departure, I returned to the wretched beings near the 
wood, and now observed the skeleton of a full-grown man, 
part of the body of another, a leg and an arm having been 
out off; the head was opened, and, the bowels being drawn 
out, ·the internal pa.rt of the body was exposed to view. 
One of the women was roasting part of the leg upon the 
coals, and the other was engaged with the man in eating 
with savage greediness the portion which had just been 
cooked. I was sick at the sight, and felt what I cannot 
describe, especially on seeing the man break the bones of 
the deceased with a stone, and suck them with apparent 
delight. 

" My abhorrence of their employment, manifested in the 
most unequivocal manner, appeared to make no impreBBion 
on them. The man scarcely regarded me, and the woman 
looked on the dead body before her, and pronounced the 
name of the deceased, who, I believe, had died from hunger 
or fatigue ; and these three persons had probably remained 
behind their companions, to save themselves from a similar 
fate by preying on the dead. 

"Not knowing but a division of the enemy might be ad
vancing on the same track, we hastened from the spot, and 
·were soon joined by four Koranas, who, having seen the 
wagons at a distance, came to inform us that the enemy 
was encamped upon the Vaal river, at no great distance 
from us, and near the ford which we had to cross. 

" Approaching some trees in the evening, where we de
signed to rest for the night, the oxen took fright at a lion, 
which attempted to seize one of them in the yoke; the 
frightened animals oTerturned, and broke, one of the 
wagons, and greatly endangered our personal safety, while 
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ga.lloping into the plain. After having with much diffl.. 
culty succeeded in stopping them, we immediately made a 
fire, and set the dry grass on fire around to deter the lion 
from approaching ; and then made our arrangements for 
the night as well as we could. One of our boys was nearly 
seized by another lion while gathering a little dry grass to 
make a fire ; two oxen :were killed, and we were all much 
disturbed during the night by the roar of wild beasts 
around us. 

" 5th.-W e succeeded in the afternoon of this day in 
getting away from the disastrous spot. In the course of 
our journey we were joined by two of Sift'onello's people, 
who had been watching the movements of the enemy, and 
who informed us that they were not far distant, in three 
divisions, but were retiring up the Vaal river. 

" On the 6th we reached Maquassi, and found Mr. 
Broadbent as usual, and his family in health. While I 
rejoiced at their safety, they were filled with gratitude to 
God for bringing me to their relief; for the Chief and his 
people had left the station on hearing of the approach of 
the invading tribes. The hired servants of Mr. Broadbent's 
establishment left him without any intimation of their 
design; or any offer to assist him in his flight. He had no 
wagon in which to remove his family, and was unable from 
his weak state of health to retire on foot from the station, 
should he be threat.ened with an attack. 

"The Lord, however, had graciously concealed from them 
.the knowledge of their danger the greater part of the time 
I was absent; but brought me to their relief soon after 
they had become aware of its extent. Their faith in God 

· was put to a most painful t.est, and it was only strong COD• 

fidence in Him, and the sustaining power of Divine conso
lation, that enabled the whole family to maintain that 
calm and resigned stat.e of mind in which we found them." 

The above extract ah.owe the kind of people by whom we 
were then surrounded, and the perils to which we were 
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exposed. It remains for me to state what had .occmTed at 
the station, and what we knew of our danger, prior to his 
arrival. 

Respecting the cannibalism of the people he had fallen 
in with, I think their devom·ing human flesh arose from 
starvation; for, during my sojourn in that land, I never 
heard of an instance of the kind except from distress, and 
then not killing another in order to eat, but only eating of 
the dead. Of this I heard of many instances. 

These retreating hordes, after their repulse by the fire
.arms of the Griquas, who had horses, lost the bulk of their 
cattle, which were taken on that occasion by their con
querors and the Buttapees. Messrs. Thompson, Melville, 
and others, who had seen them, reported their warriors at 
between 40,000 and 50,000, besides a vast number of women 
and children. Mr. Melville stated to myself that, in report
ing their numbers to the colonial authorities, they had 
underrated them, not to create more alarm in the colony 
than existed on their account ; but that he was convinced 
.their number was ms.ny more. No wonder, then, that such 
a multitude, deprived of their principal means of subsist
ence, should be in the greatest extremities from ws.nt. 

Mr. Hodgson is quite correct in the statement which he 
has given, that we were grateful to God for his timely 
arrival; for we had been for several days and nights in a 
state of painful suspense and apprehension ; but as I knew 
then that the three great divisions of the enemy had passed 
to the eastward, and that only famishing stragglers re
mained, I was not fearful of danger. I regretted that he 
had not brought Mrs. Hodgson and family with him, to
gether with the whole of om· luggage, as he would be under 
the necessity of leaving us again to go for them. 

If the question be asked, Whence came these hosts of 
marauders P and what was the occasion of their rise and 
.of the devastations they committed P it is not easy to give 
a definite answer, from the fact that amongst these bar-
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barous people there were no records from which information 
could be obtained. Once, in a conversation with our Chief. 
Siffonello, and a few others of hia principal men, I asked 
the questions, "Who are these enemies P and whence came 
they P " Siffonello entered upon the narration in an animated 
manner; but he was too rapid and vehement in his utter
ances for me, with my imperfect knowledge of the language, 
t.o understand him : however, I gathered this, that the 
principal disturbers of the country were caJled Matabeli, 
that they were numerous, powerful, and ferocious. 

I did not at that time know that this dreadful people 
were the Zulu-Kajfirs, and what the Half-castes and Griquaa 
called Bloet, or Naked, Kajfirs; but I learnt this afterwards. 
and that one of their savage and cruel Chiefs was named 
Chaka, who, on one occasion, being disturbed by the noise 
of some children when he desired to sleep, had a number 
of them-it was reported about thirty-killed. He was 
slain by his brother Dingaan, who succeeded him as Chief, 
and also imitated his ferocity; for it was by his treachery 
and cruelty that a number of the emigrant Boers and their 
families were massacred in the district of Natal, which waa 
separated from the Bechuana country by the range of 
mountains called Ma.lutis,-by the Kaflirs, Quathlamba. 

From the same region and people also came the tyrant 
Mosilikatse, who has been a terror and a scourge to the 
inhabitants of the whole country for hundreds of miles 
around. He attacked and pursued a chief called Pakaliti, 
the remnant of whose tribe, called Fingoes, sought refuge 
in Kaffraria. Then both these invaded and terribly ravaged 
the country of the Mantatees, who, in turn, fell upon the 
Bataus, Barolongs, and Batlapees. They were repulsed by 
the fire-arms and horses of the Griquas, near La.takoo, and 
multitudes perished from starvation; so that, partly from 
this cause, and partly from the number slain in battle, the 
land was strewn with human bones. -

There was only a short pause, after the battle at La.takoo, 
before the Bataus, under Milistani, their Chief, made & 
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fearful onslaught on the Barolongs under Siffonello. But 
more of this afterwards. 

With regard to the question, What prompted them to 
• these wars P it may be answered, In the first place, it seems 
to have been a restless and ambitious disposition; lust of 
cattle, in which their wealth consisted, and of dominion 
over every one whom a Chief thought his rival : afterwards, 
it was sheer hunger; for when a tribe was overcome, they 
were despoiled of their cattle, and thereby of their means 
of subsistence. These remnants of ruined tribes united to 
plunder the cattle of other tribes, and thus might prevailed 
over right, the weak fell before the more powerful, and 
there was no rest or security in the land : beautiful and 
fertile regions became depopulated. In travelling through 
the country we often arrived at towns and cattle-folds desti
tute of man or beast. 

One fact I have observed, that one cruel tyrant after 
another, and one warlike tribe after another, have slain 
and been slain. Those who shed man's blood, by man was 
their blood shed, illustrating the saying of Christ : " For 
all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword." 

It was when the people were thus disquieted and wasted 
that the ministers of peace entered upon their work. 
God in mercy sent them, or the people would have been 
exterminated. · 

The Missionaries of the London Missionary Society were 
first in the field, among the Batlapees, in the northern pa.rt 
of the Bechuana country. Then followed the Wesleyans, 
among the Barolongs; and very shortly afterwards the 
Paris Protestant Society, among the Basutos, under the 
powerful Chief, Moshesh. 

To return to the narrative. My colleague, seeing our 
aafety, prepared to go back to Griqua Town for his wife, 
family, and goods. Siffonello wished his son Moroko to 
11CCOmpany him. Mr. Hodgson was averse to this proposal 
on several accounts. However, as Siffonello urged it, on 
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the ground that he desired his son to obtain a knowledge 
of other people and places, Mr. Hodgson at length con
sented. This incident is worth noticing, as showing the 
confidence which the Barolong Chief and his son had in us 
at that time; accordingly, Moroko and a staff of attendant.a 
accompanied the Missionary to Griqua Town. 

Thus we were again left alone with the natives, and no 
doubt many straggling foes around us. Nothing deserving 
particular notice occurred for some time. I was adding 
words of Sichuana to my vocabulary, and had frequent 
int.ercourse with the people and their Chiefs. On one even
ing, however, our responsible herdsman, Rampe-Sampe, 
'Who had joined us when ent.ering the country, before we 
11&.w Siffonello, and had been a faithful and well-behaved 
servant throughout, did not return, as was usual, with hifJ 
-charge to their fold for the night. On search being made 
the following day, his body was found dead, hombly muti
lated; and it appeared by the broken spears that lay about 
the place, that he must, for some time at least, have defended 
himself. No doubt could remain on our minds that some 
of the enemies before mentioned had perpetrated this deed 
of murder, and driven away our cattle. 

Siffonello, on being informed of the case, promptly called 
a number of armed men together, to go in pursuit. They 
-assembled on our place. Silfonello expressed a wish that l 
would join them, and, in some respects, it seemtld reason, 
.able that I should do so, as the cattle belonged to us. But 
not having physical strength to walk or run with such men. 
besides the impolicy of leaving tny family, and my d~li, 
11ation to be mixed up with war, even to recover my own 
property, I declined. Whereupon they also disbanded, 
and, as the day was far spent, went to their own homes; 
but with orders to assemble again in the morning, with ali 
needful preparations for the pursuit. During the night a 
dense fog came on, so that when the morning dawned it 
was not possible to discern any object that was only a few: 
yards distant. The people, however, asse~bled, prepared, 
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according to the order given them, for the expedition ; but 
as the fog did not clear away, after waiting a great part of 
the forenoon, they were again dismissed. Providence, as 
on many other critical occasions, interposed on our behalf; 
for the thick fog which covered the land, and prevented the 
warriors from starting, had also favoured the escape of our 
cattle from their captors. As 11everal of the cows had. 
calves, which were kept at home, they, prompted instinct
ively, perhaps during the night, while the robbers slept, 
had. found the means of getting from them. The oxen had 
followed the. cows; and while we were yet in suspense what 
course to adopt, we heard them lowing aloud, the calves 
responded, and tltey were soon together. I was very 
thankful for their return ; and the more so that no blood 
had been shed in the attempt to recover them, as most 
probably would have been the case if our people had gon__e 
after them. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

lb.. HoDGSON and Moroko return-Incidents of their Journey-Man 
lost in -the Mnd while drinking-Losa of Oxen by Lions-Extract 
from the Memoirs of Mrs. Hodgson-Circumstances of the Station 
-Mission Work-Spiritual Darkness of the Barolongs-Examples 
-Submission to the Authority of God's Word-On the Subject 
of human Life-On Marriage-On the Lord's Day. 

ON September 24th, Mr. Hodgson returned to Maquassi 
with his family, bringing with him an excellent and valu
able man, Peter Links, who had come from Khamies Berg, 
in Nam~qualand, and joined him at Griqua Town. Peter 
was one of the converted Half-castes who was designed to 
act as a native agent among the Koranas, for which he 
was well qualified by his piety, prudence, Christian zeal, 
.and knowledge of their language. 

Their return was much sooner than I expected. This 
:arose from their having discovered the shortest route, and 
from having no enemy to obstruct them on their journey. 
They had also hastened as much as they could in order to 
put a termination to our state of suspense and anxiety : 
.and right thankful and glad we were to enjoy once more 
the comfort of their society ; but most so for the cherished 
l>.ope of prosecuting our Mission work without further 
interruption. . Our late cattle-watcher, Rampe-Sampe, had 
won the esteem of Mr. and Mrs. Hodgson, and they heard 
-0f his untimely end with deep regret. 

Two or three incidents which occun·ed .on the journey of 
Mr. Hodgson's party from Griqualand deserve notice. One 
day, as they were getting ready to leave the place where 
they had passed the preceding night, one of Moroko's men, 
who had gone to the river to drink, did not join them 
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when called; some of them went to see what hindered 
him, when they found tha.t the poor fellow, in stooping to 
drink a.t the river, ha.d sunk with hie ha.nde a.nd knees into 
the eoft,mud, until he wa.e unable to lift hie face from the 
water, and wa.e suffocated. Thie event, however, was no 
occaeion of grief to hie companions. On the contrary, 
with their characteristic indifference to human life, it was 
the subject of merriment a.nd la.ughter during the rema.in
der of the journey, and a.fterwa.rde. Those who had seen 
the position of the deceaeed would make representations of 
it in a ludicrous ma.nner to the amusement of others ! 

During the same journey which supplied this instance 
of inhuman apathy, there was furnished a touching illus
tration of the strength of motherly love among beasts. 
My wagon-driver, seeing some giraffes, went and shot a 
young one. Though the others fled, yet its dam followed 
the wagons three days, out of gun range. The flesh of this 
young one was like veal. 

When only a few days from our Station, as the wagons 
were being drawn to the lee-side of a thicket for shelter 
from the wind, the party intending to rest there for the 
night ; the team of the first wagon wa.e led by Erateagai. 
A lion, having suffered him to pass, sprang upon the oxen 
he was lea.ding. The whole team instantly turned round, 
upset the wagon, and galloped away as fast ae they could, 
leaving behind them one piece after another of the wagon 
and its contents strewed over a space of some miles. The 
other wagon, containing Mr. and Mrs. Hodgson and their 
family, being at the time behind, they witnessed the scene, 
and their team was startled; but the driver dexterously 
turned them a.side eo as to prevent hie wagon being upset. 
As soon as these oxen were quieted, the people that oould 
be spared set off after the first team ; but darkness coming 
on, they were obliged to return with some of the oxen, 
leaving the broken wagon and goods scattered over the 
country. Four of the team were irrecoverably lost, no 
doubt devoured by the lions. 
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Next morning the people collected the parts of the broken 
wagon, and what it had contained. A leathern sack of 
wheat had been torn and dragged by a hyama during the 
night. It was tracked by the wheat strewn on the ground 
for the space of about a couple of miles. The people 
gathered as much as they could, and put the broken wagon 
together, and so resumed their journey, minus four oxen. 
and a great part of the wheat, which had been procured in 
Griqualand, and intended for my family use. 

Mr. Hodgson had hired at Griqua Town a Bechuana 
woman who could speak the Dutch language, hoping that 
she might be of some service to us in the acquisition of th& 
Sichuana ; but she was very ignorant, conceited, and of a. 
capricious temper, so that we derived very little advantage 
from her. 

The following extract from the Memoirs of Mrs. Hodgson, 
since published, refers to this period, and may be properly 
introduced in this place. 

September 24th, 1823.-" We reached Maquasei, and 
were glad at the prospect of sitting down to our regular 
missionary work, which had been interrupted by so many 
mysterious and distressing circumstances. From this time 
we proceeded steadily in our Mission, both as to the neces. 
sary external arrangements, and in our endeavours to 
promote the spiritual benefit of the people." 

The external arrangements referred to, were the com. 
pletion of our dwelling-houses, cattle-folds, and the culti. 
vation of our gardens. The remains of the wheat which 
Mr. Hodgson had brought were ground by a handmill; but 
we had been so long a time without bread that when we 
began to eat it again, it seemed too l'ich for us, and, for a 
time, disagreed with us. It was no small luxury to eat a. 
few vegetables from our gardens, along with the animal 
food, on which alone we had subsisted so long. 

Our work was yet restricted chiefly to our own families,. 
and hired servants, who spoke the Dutch language ; for 
though I continued to give all my time and attention to 
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the acquisition of Sichuima, as far as my state of health 
would admit, and could converse with them on secular and 
common topics, I was not able to teach them the subjects 
of Divine revelation. Their own groBB ignorance of spiritual 
subjects was one cause of difficulty. 

Take the following examples. Having at length written 
a version of the Lord's Prayer in their tongue, I one day 
read it to a company of the more intelligent of the natives. 
Having done this, I requested them to repeat it after me, ae 
I read, sentence by sentence, with which they complied. 
Having repeated the first sentence, "Hara a clwna ye le mo 
gudeemo," " Our Father who art above," I asked, " Who ie 
this Father aboveP" None could answer. No one knew. 
I then addreBBed one of the party, who had been l!lome time 
in our employ, and had occasionally observed our worship 
conducted in Dutch. .I said, "Boboque, don't you know to 
whom we speak in these words P" He replied, "No, I do 
not know; I have no Father above." I paused a moment, 
feeling the difficulty of gaining acceBB to their dark minds ; 
for, unlike most other heathen people, they had literally 
no God ; and, having had no intercourse with the colony, 
they had no knowledge of God. I then said to them, "But 
you know we exist; your cattle exist ; and the world exists : 
there must have been a begimring and a ea.use. Who was 
the first ? " Several together answered, " Madeemo," giving 
a soft sound to the d, somewhat between that consonant 
and r. I replied, "Well, that ie our heavenly Father 
whom we address in these words." 

But they had no idea of a spiritual, invisible, and infinite 
Being, or that He took any cognizance of ue. Their Chief, 
Sift'onello, had given ue many proofs of bis intelligence ; 
but on spiritual subjects he was ae dark as hie people; for, 
after hearing· from ue numerous references to God, as 
Creator, Sovereign, &c., he asked, "When will you teach 
ue ? " I replied, " As soon as we are able to epealr Sichu
ana.'' He then asked, "Where is God P How big ie He P" 
Putting hie hand to hie head, he asked, " Hae He hair P 

G 
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Have you seen Him P" This Chief was in the prime of 
life, shrewd and courageous, and had great influence in the 
country, both as political Chief and professed rain-maker. 

Next to him in authority and influence was his brother, 
Sabbedere, commander of his warriors. Finding that there 
existed among them a vague idea of an evil being, as well as 
llodeemo, the· Creator, I questioned Sabbedere very closely 
on this subject one day, in order to elicit what they knew, 
or thought, about him. The substance of Sabbedere's reply 
was: "We do not know who or what he is, but we suppose 
it is he who sends lightning and thunder to frighten and 
kill us." 

Though they had never seen or heard of a book before 
we went among them, yet when we showed the Bible, and 
aaid it was the word of Modeemo, we were often surprised 
and gratified by the deference they paid to what God said. 
For instance: the Chief's power over the personal freedom, 
or even the life, of his subjects was not questioned, and 
summary exe<:utions now and then took place by stabbing 
or drowning. Thus, a man who had been cognizant of 
some movement of Manta.tees, and had not given satisfac
tion by his coJ¥luct, was speared through the body by 
Sa.bbedere. A poor woman, who had stolen a sheep or goat, 
was drowned in the river. It was on these points that we 
came, for the first time, into collision with Siffonello, and 
witnessed a display of rage that placed our lives in jeopardy 
for several days. It was as follows : A strange youth had 
stolen a kid from our fold, gone into a hill, and, concealed 
by shrubs and trees, was found cooking and eating parts of 
it. The boy was apprehended, and the skin of the kid 
brought to us; we not only missed the kid, but at one& 
recognised the skin. With this indisputable evidence of 
the youth's guilt, Siffonello gave orders that he should be 
put to death, and that two sons of the Chief, about thirteen 
or fourteen years of age, who had been recently circumcised, 
(boguera,) and allowed to carry arms as men, were to 
~ute the sentence of their father by throwing spears at 

Dg,i,,.,obyGoogle 



CHAPTER IX, 88 

the culprit from a certain distance; Siff'onello remarking 
that now these sons of his, being men, must learn to 
kill a man without fear ! We certainly did not fully 
understand, at the time, the full import of the relation 
in which these interesting youths were now regarded by 
their father and his people. However, we considered the 
penalty far too great for the offence, and also deprecated 
the training of the Chief's sons to such cruel habits. 
There was a small room at the end of my house set apart 
for cooking purposes : I got the boy into it, and, in the 
absence of lock and, key, made it fast with the chain of our 
wagon; Mr. Hodgson concurring with me in what we 
regarded as a merciful act. 

When the youth was demanded by order of the Chief, we 
declined to deliver him up. This was reported, when 
Siffonello himself came, with his usual retinue, a.nd required 
the culprit to be brought out. We replied in a gentle but · 
:firm tone that the penalty exceeded the offence, that the 
stolen kid was our property, and, though the youth had 
done wrong in stealing it, we hoped after admonition he 
would not repeat the crime; and that if he, the Chief, had 
ordered some other p1mishment, as flogging, we would not 
have interfered ; but to order the youth to be put to death 
for taking our kid was a penalty we could not consent to. 

This was language, and these were sentiments, which a 
powerful and despotic Chief in the interior of South Africa 
never heard before. He and his attendants were armed, 
and we were in their power. It was evident from his qui. 
vering lips and the expression of his countenance that he 
we.a greatly excited and angry. For a moment there was 
a. pause, then he vociferated, " Are you Kings ? Is not this 
my land ? Are not these cattle mine P Are not these my 
people ? Are not these my sons ? Can I not command 
them what I please ? Did I not say I would protect your 
property?" and much more to the same effect. His people 
stood by in silence, no doubt prepared to execute his ordera. 
His rage was so furious that some time elapsed before we 
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could get an opportunity to ma1re any reply. However, we 
stood calmly before him, and as it appeared that the secret 
of all this ire was jealousy of our interference with his 
authority, I said," Siff'onello, Ko,si, (Chief,) hear me. We 
are not Kings ; you are King here ; this land is yours, these 
cattle are yours, and these people are your subjects, not 
your property. There is a King of Kings, Modeema, t.o 
whom all Kings and people must hereafter give an account 
of their conduct; human life is at His disposal only." I 
then referred to His word in Gen. ix. 5, 6. 

This reference to the Supreme authority appeared t.o 
strike him with a degree of awe, and he withdrew, leaving 
the youth still with us. In a day or two after he returned, 
but was much calmer,and asked several questions,such as, 
"If you are not Kings, where is your King P" His son 
Moroko having been with Mr. Hodgson at Griqua Town, 
and seen the colonial Government Resident there, in
quired, "Was he a King P Or was the chief man in the 
district or colony a King P" We replied, "No, they were
only captains of out-stations." Then, after a few more 
inquiries respecting the power of Kings over the life of 
their people, referring to what had been quoted from the 
word of God, he consented to a compromise with respect 
t.o the youth, about whom all this discussion had arisen, 
namely, that we should deliver him up, and he should be 
banished their territory. 

We were glad to terminate the matter in this manner. 
The effect of our leniency soon became manifest. We had 
often expressed our wonder at the honesty of this people ; 
as we had been among them nearly two years, but missed 
no article that belonged to us, though many had lain about 
our premises which might easily have been takeR away; 
so that if we had known no more of them than up to this 
period, we might have reported that they were strictly 
honest, though pagans. Such is the value of mere tra. 
vellers' testimony to the character of a people among whom 
they have but for a short time sojourned. . 
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But it soon appeared that some dread of us had been the 
means of deterring them from pilfering; for after this time 
we could leave nothing out of our sight, but it was soon 
.gone. Our gardens were robbed as soon as the fruit ripened, 
.and our cows were milked before we were stirring in the 
morning. Indeed, these depredations became so frequent 
that it seemed as if at once the people had turned to be 
thieves ; so that we were under the necessity of appealing 
to the Chief on the subject; and one young :nan who was 
detected milking our cows was publicly flogged, his own 
few things confiscated, and he ordered to leave the place, 
and never show himself there again. 

Another instance of submission to the authority of the 
Bible was in Sabbedere, the brother of Siffonello. He came 
into my house one day in a somewhat pensive mood, and B11.t 
down. Persently he said, "Give me some tobacco for my wife, 
who is very ill." I said, Which of your wives is ill ? He 
named her. I knew she was a favourite with him, and had 
.often accompanied him to our house; and, to give another 
view of their social customs, I may state that she had been 
previously a principal wife of Siff~nello, to whom she had 
borne Moroko, the acknowledged heir and successor of the 
Chia£ For what reason and in what circumstances she 
.had been transferred to the next brother I am not able to 
.state, except that they were particular in guarding the 
succession, the chieftainship being hereditary, and that 
there should be no other one of the same parentage and 
rank to dispute the office with the proper heir. Moroko, 
indeed, had no rival. I will not affirm that this was the 
.reason; but, from such information as I could gain 
on the subject, I have been led to the conclusion that it 
Wll,880,· 

I said, " Sabbedere, how many wives have you ? " He held 
up one hand, opening the fingers, to denote :five. We had· 
.Previously had discUBBions on the subject of polygamy, in 
:which the advantages, according to their ideas, of several 
:mves over only one would be set forth by them.in a tri-
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umphant tone. Waiving all these coneider.i.tions pro ancl 
con on the present occasion, I shook my head, and said, 
That is not good; and putting my hand upon the Bible, 
which lay on the table, I added, Look here ; this is God's 
word, in which we are informed that He created one man 
and one woman, and no more; and made that man the 
husband of that woman, and that woman the wife of that 
man. Sabbedere said, " Well, and what then P" I an
swered, From that fact we are taught that He who made 
WI designed only one woman to one man, and no more. 
He said, " That is news ; we never heard that. Then do 
you so in your country P " Yes, I replied, and hence 
you see Mr. Hodgson and I have only one wife each. 
Then, with animation, he said," But if she die, how then P" 
I replied, In that case we may take another; but never 
more than one at a time. " That 's news, that's news; we 
never heard that." So to end the· matter, he said eagerly, 
Mootchookoo koodoo, "Give me tobacco." His request 
was granted, and he rose and went away, having not a 

· word to say against the institution of God. 
Another instance 0£ the kind was with regard · to the 

Lord's day. Every day was alike to these people. We told 
'them that God had appointed one day in seven to be kept 
holy by refraining from worldly occupations, except works 
of necessity and mercy; and that we must spend it in 
religious worship. Hence, on Sunday morning, we put on 
our Sunday dress, laid aside all business in our gardens, 
and on our premises, except having the cows milked and 
let out to pasture. This was the first example of the kind 
they had seen or heard of. We also in the forenoon held a 
meeting with our own people in one of our houses, for 
worship, conducted in the Dutch language. This being 

. · quite new to them, frequent instances of forgetfulness of 
· the day occurred, and persons would bring things for sale 
or barter; but when we told them that we did not transact 
auch business on that day, as it was the Lord's day, they 

· would immediately apologize, -and say they did not know> 
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or had forgotten. Many times I have observed persona 
come, and when they heard our singing, or perceived 
some other sign that it wa.s the Sunday, try to conceal 
the object for which they ha.d come, and turn aside a.s if 
ashamed. Indeed, in less than twelve months from the 
time of our settling at Maquassi, there was a quietness 
and stillness on that da.y which served to remind us of the 
Lord's day in our native land. 

Whether it arose, in part, from the habit of subjection to 
constituted authority, a.s existing in the tribe, or not; I 
have often been reminded of the centurion, whose reason
ing and faith were so commended by Christ; (Matt. viii. 
5-10 ;) for when we told them that it was t~ authority of 
God, or that God ha.d commanded so and so, I never wit
nessed an instance of their raising any objection. We 
invariably assumed the Divine authority of the Scriptures. 
and testified what God had said in them, and I believe the 
Divine Spirit spoke by them to the hearts of the people. 

On mentioning the fact just stated in conversation 
with the Rev. Mr. Shaw, he remarked that, generally 
speaking, the sa.me was true of the Kaffir tribes 
when he first went among them. The only exception 
to this, up to that period, was of an individual Kaffir, 
one day saying, "How do we know that is the word 
of God P" The question was instantly answered by a 
reference to internal evidence supplied by the nature 
of its contents, and illustrated by a circumstance which 
ha.d just occurred. A messenger had ani.ved, bringing a 
letter from Colonel Somerset, the military commandant of 
the frontier. Mr. Shaw held up the document, and informed 
the man, and others present who had heard the question, 
from whom it ha.d come, and then said, "How do we know 
it is Colonel Somerset's communication P Well, first, there 
was the messenger who brought it; there is next Colonel 
Somerset's handwriting and the styl~ of t.he letter, corre
sponding with previous letters known to have come f1•om 
him ; and it bears his signature and seal. This is external 
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proof. Now let us appeal to its contents. Considering the 
character, profession, and official relation in which he stands 
to them, what is likely to be the nature of the communication 
that he would send P Let us read it, and see if it be such." 
Mr. Shaw read the letter; and all who heard it admitted 
that there was internal evidence that Colonel Somerset 
was the author of it. The application was easy to the 
subject before them, and was admitted to be satisfactory. 

Yes, the word of God is quick and powerful; the sword 
of the Spirit which penetrates the mind and heart, and 
brings to light the things of darkness. The Rev. R. Moffat 
relates that a native asked him how the writers of the New 
Testament came to know them ; " for they describe the evil 
of our hearts so exactly that they must have known us." 
Yes; they describe human nature, and, as in a mirror, man 
sees himself in this the word of God. 
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CHAPTER X. 

VISIT of Chudeep to Maquaaai-Mr. Hodgson'• Visit to the VaalRiver. 

ABOUT this period we were visited by our old friend, 
Chudeep, the Koranna Chief, who treated us with so much 
hospitality when we first entered the country, and had been 
so anxious for us to settle with him and his people. 

He 'came to urge the fulfilment of a promise we had 
made to get him a teacher, or that one of ourselves should 
come and reside with him. He evinced the same desire for 
instruction as he had expressed at the time referred to; 
and though he did not understand the Dutch language, in 
which we conducted our family worship, yet he daily 
attended at it so long as he continued at Maquassi, which 
was about a week. Having become settled, and peace 
reigning around us, as far as we knew, an arrangement 
was made with him that he and his people should come as 
near to us as possible, in order to facilitate our intercourse 
with them. Accordingly, Mr. Hodgson records in his 
journal, under date December 22nd, 1823: "Having finished, 
as far as was necessary, attending to outward matters at 
the Station, Brother Broadbent and I thinking it proper 'to 
ascertain more correctly the situation of the Kora.nnas upon 
the banks of the Vaal River, with a view to recommending 
them to the attention of the Committee, and of obtaining 
the Gospel for a people who now had no Missionary to 
labour for their spiritual benefit ; I left Maquassi this 
morning about four o'clock, accompanied by Peter Links, 
the interpreter to this people. Arriving at the river about 
noon, and designing to rest the oxen, as well as to take 
refreshment ourselves, Peter and I walked up the bed of a 
periodical river, and found water in a hole which was almost 
hiacceeaible to the oxen on account of its depth." 
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This was one of the tributary streams to the V aaI. 
While they we~e in search of the water, near a thicket of 
reeds, Peter hastily called Mr. Hodgson's attention to the 
fresh foot-marks of a lion, which he had observed in the 
sand. On seeing these, they paused to look around them, 
and beheld the monarch of the desert lying at his ease in 
the shade of the reeds, from which he might have pounced 
upon them in an instant; but he remained still, and they 
promptly withdrew, and left him in his cool retreat. 

"On the morning of this day," he continues, "we were 
joined by six Korannas, who remained with us until we 

• arrived at their village. Here we were informed that two 
lions had approached during the night, probably those we 
had seen. 

" I felt on account of the moral darkneas which beclouds 
the minds of this people, and had pleasure in conversing 
with them on the things of God. In about three hours 
more we arrived at the villages of Chudeep and Bantze; 
two Koranna Chiefs. The former soon joined us, and fur
nished us with a good supply of milk, for which, however, 
he expected a little tobacco. 

"24th.-This morning we were visited by the two Chiefs 
and two or three hundred people. We embraced the 
opportunity of speaking on the subject of our residence in 
the country, and of our intention of visiting them occa
sionally, with a view to their spiritual benefit. After Peter 
had given them an account of the former state of the peo
ple of Khamies Berg, the manner of their receiving the 
Gospel, and the advantages they had derived from it, we 
held religious service with them. 

" Leaving this place, and passing two small villages, we 
arrived at the residence of Chu boo, another Koranna Chief. 
Here we were visited by Keidebookei, whose present reei
dence is on the south side of the Great River. 

"25th.-Much rain fell last night. Chuboo received us 
~esterday with much shyness, and his conduct this morn• 
mg continued to be very distant, as if he harboured 

Dg,i,,.,obyGoogle 



CIU.PTll:R X. 91 

8118picions as to the design of our visit. Preparing to 
travel, most of the people crowded around us, when we 
embraced the opportunity of holding our accustomed reli
gious service, and addressed them on the first principles of· 
Christianity, and upon the object of our visit and residence· 
in this part of the country. As soon, however, aa we began 
to speak, aij ,the women and children went to their habita
tions. Soon after many of the men followed, and our con
gregation was reduced to twenty-six men; but these hee.r'd'. 
with attention, and perhaps upon our next visit many more 
may be disposed to hear for themselves that which may be 
the subject of conversation in our absen-ce. We left the 
place at one o'clock, and rested for the night upon the 
banks of the Great Ri'rer, on a spot where there had been, 
some time ago, a great population; the situation was. 
delightful, and the country abounded with grass. 

"26th.-I slept safely under the protection of Him who
slumbereth not, neither aleepeth; though not only far 
from civilized life, but in a part not visited before · by any 
European. We travelled an hour upon the banks of the 
river, which inclines- much to the north; after which we 
directed our course to Maquassi, where we arrived in the 
evening, after travelling about eight hom:s more, and found 
our families well." 

The design of the above extract is to give some view of· 
a country, at that period a terra incognita to Europeans,. 
and also-of the people who inhabit it. Our Mission was, 
indeed, to the Bechuanas, a more numerous and greatly 
superior class of people, and speaking a different language 
to that of the Korannas. But having come into contact 
with the latter during our journey along the banks of the 
V aal River, and having received from some of them an 
earnest request for instruction, we conld not refose to give 1 

them all the help in our power. They are of the Hottentot 
tribe of Africans, moving about along the banks of the 
Great Orange River and its tributaries, so familiar with 
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-the wat.er as to be almost amphibious, too easy and indolent 
,to cultivate the soil or~attempt any improvements in the 
-construction or their habitations. Even. their rew domestic 
-utensils, as milk-bowls, &.c., they seem to have obtained from 
-the Bechuanas. Their language is a dialect or theNamac-
,qua, abounding with the clicks which occur therein ; and as 
.they could understand our people from N amacqualand, we 
had no doubt that we could obtain instructors for them 
.from our Khamiea Berg Station. 

This was done, and a Station begun at a place lower 
-down, called Moos, where Chudeep and his people settled, 
'UDtil disturbed again by the hordes from the interior, who 
returned after a year or two, and threw the whole country 
into disorder again. We had subsequently very gratifying 
,evidence of the aincerity of Chudeep'a love for the truth 
of God. 

After this digression respecting the Korannaa, the next 
..chapt.er returns to the Bechuanaa, and our proceedings and 
·i1>roapecta among them. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

A B.EKNANT of the Baquaians-Apply to the Barolongs for Help-k 
PietcAo-Debates on the Subject-A questionable Propo!al.
Siff'onello receives a Present from the Barootse-Degradation ot · 
Women and Female Children-Project of an Orphan Inatitn• 
tion-Profitable Employment fonnd-Sift'onello's Gravity-Im-
portent Results. 

DURING Mr. Hodgson'e absence with the Korannas, e; 

number of etrangere passed in front of our dwelling: they 
were Baquaiane who had been attacked by a powerful tribe 
called Matabele ; and moet of their people destroyed, their
cattle taken, and their land left desolate. Thie remnant 
of them had escaped by flight, and now sought refuge with 
the Barolonge. 

When I gazed on them, I could not but be deeply 
affected at the eight of their forlorn, haggard, and 
wretched plight ; and was forcibly reminded of the appear
ance made by the Gibeonitee, when they imposed upon the 
people of Israel in the daye of Joshua. (Joshua ix.) Thi& 
dietreee of the Baquaiane, however, was a painful reality. 

Sufonello and hie Chiefs gave them a hospitable recep
tion ; and in a few daye a pietcho, or collllcil, was held on 
their case. Mr. Hodgson and I attended, not to take any 
part in the proceedings, but merely as spectators. We took 
our place near Sift'onello, at the foot of a tree, where we 
could eee the whole assembly. The Chief himself did not 
enter into the debates, but occasionally and in a sup
pressed voice said to ue, " Do you hear that P What think 
you of that P " &c. Into the place of council, which wae a 
large enclosure fenced round, none but Chiefs aµd warrioN 
were admitted, except privileged persons like ourselves. 
The common people were assembled in great numbers 
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.outside. The council sat in a crescent or nearly circular 
form ; there being a narrow entrance opposite the Chief. 
Each man was fully armed. It was manifest that there 
was a war party among "them; while another, from pru
-dentia.l motives, advocated peace. Sabbedere appeared to be 
of the former class, and addressed the assembly in an ani
mated and very exciting tone and manner. He described 
ibe destitute and distressed condition of the Baquaiane, in 
-consequence of the losses they had sustained by the 
assault of their common foe. He said they were their 
brethren ; and appealed to the hearts of his auditors, 
whether they did not pity, and would not assist them? &c. 
This address was cheered by striking the arms, and some 
of them rising to the feet, and pointing their spears as if 
running them through the body of the enemy. Others of 
the war party accused the peace party of cowardice, called 
them women and children, &c. The people outside evinced 
their sympathy with the speakers by shouts and clapping 
of hands. 

Having witnessed this, to us, novel spectacle, Mr. Hodg
son and I withdrew. On the whole, the debate was 
conducted with a degree of order and decorum that would 
have been no discredit to similar assemblies in civilized 
countries. Being most familiar with Sabbedere's mode of 
expression, I could understand him better than the others. 
He stated in a very affecting and impressive manner the 
case of the Baqua.ians, and the circumstan?ee in which 
they sought succour and help from the Barolongs, and 
then urged compliance with their application, appealing to 
the courage and interests of his bearers, asking the 
respective parties by the name of their Chiefs one after 
another, whether they would not espouse the ea.use, and 
defend the rights, of their brothers,-the Baquaia.ns. 
Whereupon each company who were favourable to his 
views, mttled their spears, striking them against their 
ahields, and shook their battle-axes, as if threatening death 
to their foea. 
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The general meeting was adjourned to another day ; and 
in the mean while a sort of cabinet council was held, when 
Si1fonello conferred with other Chiefs on the subject. The 
result, after several putchos, was, that they would receive 
the Baquaians who had come to them; and watch their 
opportunity to take active proceedings against their 
enemies; but they did not think it prudent just then to 
declare war. 

We were not applied to in any respect to co-operate 
with either party, from the fa.et, I suppose, of our having 
invariably and unequivocally declared that we should 
take no part in their wars, but do our best to promote 
peace in the land ; as the enemies of none, and the friends 
of all. 

For instance, one day Si1fonello and a few of his 
principal men came to me, and said, " Come, will you 
go with ns, and ghappa komo, get cattle P" I asked, 
What cattle P " 0, any we can get." Affecting ignorance 
of their meaning, I said, Do you wish to purchase 
some? With apparent impatience at my stupidity, 
several of them answered, "No, not to buy; but to catch 
them." I then told them plainly that I understood 
them ; and added, The cattle to which you refer are 
not mine, nor yours; and was about to add more, but 
was interrupted by several of them saying, "They a.re 
ours, if we can take them." No, I answered, they are 
not yours, unless you pay for them. You know that when 
we want a beast for slaughter, and any of you are disposed 
to sell one, we pay you its value ; and you have no right 
to your neighbour's cattle, except with his consent, and 
you pay him for them. They looked at each other as ,if 
disappointed, and partly ashamed; then walked away, and 
never made a similar propoeal to us afterwards. One of 
the principal causes of their frequent wars is this cattle
lifting. 

To prevent as much as possible the suspicion that we 
were .influenced by selfieh motives, we were careful to 

o'"""'b,Google 



96 FOUNDING OP THE BECHUA.NA. MISSION. 

return a full equivalent for any beast that either our own 
people or strangers might present to us. 

The two subjects were practically so closely connected 
amongst these people as to make the transition easy and 
natural between treating of the possession of cattle, and 
that of wives. The Barolongs could hardly be said to 
practise polygamy ; for they had no notion, as far as I 
could discover, of marriage as implying any moral obliga,
tion to be faithful one to another. Those men who were 
rich in cattle could barter them for whom they pleased; or 
could exchange one woman for another, or make present& 
of them. 

Mrs. Hodgson had hired a healthy coloured woman in 
the colony as a nurse. Sabbedere noticed her; and drove 
two oxen before him to Mr. Hodgson's house, and gravely 
offered them in exchange for the nurse : and appeared 
astonished that Mr. Hodgson should refuse to listen to 
such a proposal. 

Another day, Siffonello said to me that he had received 
a present from the Barootae. Supposing it to consist of a 
fine ox or beautiful heifer, I expressed my pleasure; for I 
knew there had been some jealousy between the tribes, and 
took this as a friendly overture on the part of the 
Barootse; and as he had accepted the present, peace was 
thereby confirmed between them. The principal town of 
the Barootse, called Kurrichane, was situate about five or six 
days' journey to the north ofMaquassi ; and had been nearly 
destroyed by the Mantatees. During the afternoon of the 
same day, while walking outside the town, Siffonello drew 
near; and passing a new and very neatly constructed 
house, and its enclosure, he said, " Here is the present sent 
me by the Barootse; come, see it!" Now my suspicions 
awoke, that it was not what I had supposed. I followed 
him within the fence of the new house; outside the door of 
which sat a beautiful young woman, one of the finest. 
specimens of the human form I had seen. A. female 
attendant was with her. "That," he said, "is the present 
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I have received ! " I found on inquiry that fi..-e men bad 
conducted this female a week's journey; and after feasting 
a few daya had returned, leaving her behind. She 
appeared cheerful, and as if she was honoured by her 
position. How long this young woman might continue in 
favour, or what became of her afterwards, I have no means 
of knowing ; but I have known some adorned with their 
ornaments in profusion, and evidently proud of being 
acknowledged as favourites of some leading man of the 
tribe, and have seen them afterwards divested of every 
ornament, and going about in mean apparel, and very 
little of that, looking dejected and abandoned. 

When thus discarded, from whatever cause,-perhape, 
mere caprice, or scarcity of food, or some trifling alterca
tion,-thie same girl would be sent off without any 
provision for her support ; and if she had bome children, the 
daughters would be considered as here, while the sons, if 
any, would remain with, and be maintained by, their father. 

When Chudeep, the Koranna Chief, was with us, a Baro
long, whom we had often seen going about, followed by hia 
little -girl, about six years old, whose mother waa deiid, sold 
the poor child to some of the Kora.n,nae for a few pounds 
weight of the flesh of an antelope ; and she was taken away 
with these strangers, whose language she could not under
stand. 

Soon after this, a woman came to me with her son, a 
boy who appeared to be about seven yew:s of age, but was 
very lean and feeble. She wanted me to buy him. Before 
giving her a direct answer, I inquired whose boy he was. 
She said, hie father was dead. " Are you hie mother P " 
u Yee." "Don't you love your son P" "Hie father is 
dead; I cannot keep him ! " After a little expostulation 
with her, I inquired his name. She replied, "It is Maha
lavela ; " and, seeing no prospect that she would take any 
care of him, I said, " Whe,t do you ask for him P " She 
looked around, and observing a few kids, she said, " Give 
me one of those kids ; " but proposed no stipulation about 

H 
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his food or treatment. After reproaching her for not 
having more affection for her own son, I said, "No, I will 
not buy him of you; but you may leave him here, and 
when you come to see him, I will give you something to 
eat ! " I said this as an inducement to her to show some 
regard for her child. It was some time before he gained 
much strength. I set him to look after the kids, and occa
sionally to assist me in the garden. She came a few times, 
and received some food; but was without natural affection. 

These facts serve to show the state of children in those 
lands where there is no real marriage relation. Indeed, we 
often fell in with poor· mothers, with one or more 
da.ughtere, who subsisted on wild fruit, or roots, or loouete, 
or lizards, or any garbage they could find. Sometimes 
parties of them have crawled to our wagons in a state of 
exhaustion from hunger; and, in more instances than one, 
on our giving them a little flesh, perhaps the only kind of 
food we had, after they had greedily devoured it, the 
mother would appear drowsy, lie down, as if to rest, and 
die! 

On account of this stat-e of things, Mr. Hodgson and I 
projected an orphan institution for outcast children. We 
hoped thereby a number of them under our care might 
be trained up in the habits of civilized life, and in the 
principles of Christianity. For their support we purposed 
to appropriate certain cattle, which we would commit to 
their care, under our enpervieion. We . also hoped to 
obtain special help from friends at home, on their hearing 
.a statement of our enterprise. 

With this object in contemplation, we set apart some 
attle, and received a number of children on our premises; 
I had three youths, Ranchoo, Erateaga, and MahaJ.avel&, 
and eight girls, varying in age from six or seven into th11 
<teens. Mr. Hodgson also had a number under hie care. 

One 1lBeful and important end was hereby secured. By 
hearing them talk together, and by asking questions of 
.them, I waa able to collect man1 words and sentences of 
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their language ; the only way in which, at that time, we 
09uld acquire a knowledge of it.· 

.As the girls occasionally got into little squabbles and 
mischief, it was very desirable to find some employment for 
them, to engage their attention, and occupy their time. 
Accordingly, as there was a large and irregular kind of 
hole in the ground I had enclosed for a garden, formed by . 
getting the clay used in the erection of our first dwelling. 
house, it occurred to me that some of the stronger girls 
might be occupied, under my direction, in digging deeper 
for water ; or, should they fail in this, there would still be 
the employment of filling the hole again. In this work I 
assisted when necessary, and also put in a few words when 
I had an opportunity. It was my study! When we had 
got to the depth of nearly ten feet, some of the natives 
came, and, looking down, said one to another, " He is 
making this to catch game! " I said, "No; it is for 
water." They said, "He means to catch as much in the 
rainy sea.son as to serve in the dry one." I replied, "Not 
that either; it is not for rain-water, but that which will 
rise from the bottom at all seasons." This they could not 
understand. 

One day Siffonello came to see our doings. He said to 
me, " What is this for P" I answered, " For water." He 
replied in a rather sarcastic tone, " You will never find 
water there; water comes from the clouds." I replied, 
coolly," You will see by-and-bye. Solong as these girls 
do what I tell them t-0 do, they shall have their food." 
And he left us. At about twelve feet deep we came upon 
shelving stones, not easy to be penetrated with the means 
.at our command. One of the strongest girls was hammer
ing at them, in no very good humour at her apparently 
useless labour, when a little moisture appeared ;-then 
wa~r. She turned pale with surprise and fear, ceased 
working, and cast her eyes upwards at me. I said, "Don't 
fear," and went down to assist. The water appeared in 
two places, but in small quantity. Having removed several 

H2 

Dg,i,,.,obyGoogle 



100 POUNDING OF THE BBCHUA.NA MI8BION. 

atones, we opened a fine spring of water, rising in a vein of 
blue clay. Having no windlass, nor other apparatus suit
able for such an emergency, I went to my colleague, Mr. 
Hodgson, and requested him and our wagon-drivers to 
come to our aid. They promptly complied ; bringing with 
them pickaxes, spades, buckets, &e, So we eJl set to work 
in the stones, mud, and water, to dig as deep as possible 
before the flow of the spring should render further exca
vation impracticable. 

Thus, at a depth of fourteen or fifteen feet, we were 
rewarded with a well of excellent water. Our next work 
was to build a wall round the upper part, and cover it in 
with poles, leaving only an opening for the bucket ; which 
was a painted canvass bag, and had once ·contained nails 
and hinges. For a rope, we used a thong of ox-hide. Mr. 
Hodgson, with his men, dngin hie ground, and found water 
at thirteen feet deep. 

This new supply of water, independent of rain or stream, 
became the subject of general conversation among the peo
ple, and numbers of them came to see and drink of it. 

'Siffonello, the Chief, kept away from my house much 
longer than usual. Indeed, he had been wont to come, 
especially at dinner-time, oftener than he was welcome. 
It was not until after the lapse of two full weeks that he 
made hie appearance; and then he came accompanied by 
:Moroko, his son and heir, his brothers, Sabbedere and 
:Maquarie, and several other Chiefs, all fully armed, as on 
a public occasion. 

With an air of remarkable gravity, quite in contrast with 
the scornful look with which he had said I should never 
find water in that dry ground, he asked to see the well. 
Taking the tarpaulin bucket and strap, I walked into the 
garden, followed by the Chief and hie attendants. When 
I had drawn up a bucket of water, I offered it to Siffonello, 
inviting him to drink. He took the vessel in his bands, 
cast a look on hie attendants, then at me, and said, " le it 
good P" "Yee," was my prompt reply. A second time 
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he said, " It is good, is it P " " Yes," I again replied ; 
" taste." A third time he aaked the same question, the 
rest looking on in silence. I perceived that he was afraid 
to drink, and desired him to return the vessel to me. He 
did so. I drank of the water, an'd then offered it to him 
again; when he also ventured to taste, and handed it to 
the person who stood next to him, and so it passed round 
from one to another, each taking a drink, and exclaiming, 
4 ' How cool ! " I then let down the bucket, and drew it up 
again full of water ; and, holding it as high as I could, 
,poured out the water gradually, when they all, with evi
dent admiration, exclaimed, " Linkle ! linkle ! linkle ! 
Pure ! pure! pure ! " 

During this proceeding, Siffonello evinced the greatest 
.seriousness, at which I was surprised. After a pause, 
addressing me, he said, " Now I am sure you have an 
acquaintance with God, and He has told you this, or you 
-could never have found it out." I answered, " God is the 
Giver of all good; He sends rain from heaven, and gives 
springs of water in the earth. You also Till find it, if you 
will dig, as you see Mr. Hodgson and I have done." 
Several of the party instantly responded, " Should we ? " 
'l'urning towards a plot of ground, occupied by Sabbedere, 
I said, " I think you will soon find water if you will dig 
;there,"-pointing to a gentle slope, green with moisture, 
ffldently not far beneath the surface. He requested me to 
dig for him ; as thinking the result depended on some 
peculiar influence of mine. This, of course, I declined to 
,do; but advised him and his servants to try for them
aelves. 

I then informed them that in many countries the popula
tion of large towns was supplied with water out of such 
wells, and that parties besieged in a place had been able to 
hold out against the besiegers by such means. This fact 
.appeared to strike them with much force, for they were 
warriors, aad they began an earnest conversation among 
themaelves. 
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Sift"onello and some others withdrew. Sabbedere and hia 
party went to the green spot I had pointed out, where they 
began to dig with their weapons of war, and eve,ntnally, at 
the base of a rock, obtained water. Others followed the 
example, and in about two months from that time there 
were at least eight wells in different parts of the town and 
its neighbourhood, opened by the natives themselves. I 
have seen parties sitting by them from morning to evening, 
frequently tasting the cool water. . · 

It was not until some time afterwards that I found the 
·reason of the Chief's singular behaviour about my welt, 
digging. The fact was, that, in addition to hia rank as 
Chief of the tribe, Siffonello held the important office of 
professed "rain-maker," which gave him great influence. 
Water was often mnch needed, and a abort time before thiil 
date, there being a drought at the time, cattle had been 
elaughtered on a hill in the vicinity, when the people joined 
in the cry, "Pool,a ! Poola ! '' "Rain! Rain!" Moroko, 
the Chief's son, had applied to me to go with them to the 
mountain top for this purpose; but now that springs of 
water were opened in the earth, the rain-maker's credit was 
imperilled. And, in fact, after this the people ceased t& 
have any confidence in this pretence of their Chief, and it 
will be shown hereafter that the so-called rain-making 
custom ceased entirely. 

It is scarcely necessary to add that hereby an incalculable 
benefit was opened to the people ; and it was likewise of 
great advantage to us, as it obtained for us the respect and 
gratitude of those by whom the immediate object of our 
Mission could not be clearly apprehended. Moreover, a 
vile imposture was eventually abolished, which had been, 
both in that region and in Kaft'raria, an occasion of much 
oppression and cruelty. A remarkable pl'OOf of the benefit 
resulting to the people from this example will be. related 
hereafter. 

The water in the locality becoming scarce for the cattle 
lrlr. Hodgson and I, with a few of our people1 went 1o 
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inspect the bed of a river where they had been wont to 
drink. We found that the stream had ceased to flow; but 
here and there were pools of water. We observed a ripple 
on the surface of one of these for which we could not 
account, as there was no breeze at the time to ruffle it ; 
but on looking closely we discovered that it was occasioned 
by fish, so close together that they seemed as a covering to 
the pool. With a boy's cap I drew out three of them at 
one haul, and repeated the dip a few times, until they 
descended deeper in the water. Then one of our men got 
a reed with a barbed bit fastened tq one end of it, by which 
he jerked out several more. By-n.nd-bye they ceased to 
appear on the surface, except one now and then, when our 
buehboy and another shot them with a small barbed arrow, 
which was fastened to the bow with a light string. By 
this method they succeeded in drawing out several more. 
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CHAPTER XIL 

Jl'URTHER incidental Results-Com grown• and sold to Boors-A lterca
tion respecting the Sale of Children-Interval of Peace-Traffic 
with Tribes nt a Distance-Visit of Bntaus-Mare, and ludicrous 
Mistake. 

O1ra gardening operations produced a strong and favour- , 
able· impression on the people. I and my- colleague had 
ea.eh enclosed a plot of ground, which we had, of course, 
in English fashion, broken up and cleared of the roots of 
weeds, and then sown with Kaflir corn, which we had ob
tained from the natives, and with the sweet cane and varioua' 
kinds of beans, also melons and pumpkins. These they 
were familiar with; but what became the subject of wonder 
and remark was the notorious fact that these and other 
vegeta)>les grew much more luxuriantly, and were more 
productive, in our grounds than in theirs. One day a 
number of respectable natives came to me to ask the reason 
of this difference. They said that the soil and climate 
were the same as theirs, and that some of the seeds we had 
obtained of them. What, then, made them grow so much 
l;>etter in our ground than in theirs P 

My first answer was, " Your idleness." " How so P" they 
inquired. I said, " You have seen that we have dug the 
ground ourselves; you leave it to your women. We dig 
deep into the soil ; they only · scratch the surface. You 
have observed there is moisture in the earth, and even 
water is obtained at a certain depth. Our seed, therefore, 
is protected from the sun and nourished by the moisture 
in the ground; but yours is parched with the heat of the 
sun, and, therefore, not so productive as ours." I added 
" Work yourselves, as you see we do, and dig the ground 
properly, and your seed will flourish as well as ours." They 
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s-eadily aaaented to all that I said. except to the part about 
digging themselves, instead of leaving that to their women, 
as such a practice would be so much opposed to their ideas 
and habits. 

On our fint going among them, we found their diet con
sisted almost wholly of milk and flesh; for, owing to the 
Manta.tee invasion, the cultivation of their own corn, beans, 
and pumpkins had been omitted. Occasionally, they could 
get a little game, and a few ground nuts, but in manycaaea 
great distress was auft"ered from want of food. 

On our leaving the colony we took with us a quantity of 
. •ea biscuit, and some wheat, with a portable mill to grind 

it; but both biscuit and wheat were consumed long before 
we got settled at Maquaeei; and for many months our food 
consisted, like that of the natives, of flesh and milk. 

When Mr. Hodgson returned from Griqualand, as before 
,ta.ted, he brought with him some wheat, three bushels of 
which were contained in the leathern sack which was 
gnawed and dragged along by a hyama when the wagon 
was upset. However, a great part was gathered up, and 
brought to the Station. Some of this was sown, and soon 
sprang up ; • but ripened into straw without grain in the 
ear. By way of experiment, we divided a plot of ground 
into small square patches, and sowed one square one month 
and another the next, and so on, in order to discover which 
would be the best month in the year, in that soil and 
climate, for sowing wheat. 

These agricultural experiments were interrupted by an 
attack: on the place by the Bataus, who destroyed our pro
perty, and caused a great deal of trouble among the people, 
who had to flee from the place, and the Mission was for a 
<ionsiderable time broken up. Further particulars on this 
painful subject will be given hereafter. But it may be 
stated here, that in the time of my. successor, the Rev. 
Jamee Archbell, who, in consequence of the total failure o£ 
:iiiy hee.lth, took: my place in that field of Missionary toil, 
the euhivation of wheat was resumed with moat beneficial 
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result.a, and became an article of food t.o thousands who 
previously knew nothing a.bout it. 

On this subject, I will quote from a communica.tion of 
the Rev. John Ayllif, dated April 1st, 18", published in 
the " Missionary Notices " for September of that yea.r. He 
ha.d just returned from a. visit t.o the district, and writes : 
" With one circumstance I was struck, and greatly pleased ; 
it was this : that the Dutch farmers living near the Orange 
River had passed out of the colony with wagons into the 
Bechua.na country, to purchase wheat of the Bech,uantl,8, 
Christianity and civilization are steadily pa.cing through 
the land. At present, there is peace. Schools and churches 
are prospering, the land is being highly cuUitXJted, and all 
this among a people who, prior to the introduction of 
Christianity, were mined and destroyed by intestine wars. 
Of the Beohuana.s, I heard but one statement amongst the 
Boors; namely, that they ioere ci1'il, industrious, and 
l,,o,nat." The italics are Mr. Ayliff's. 

These public benefits were so obvious, and acknowledged 
by the Chiefs and people, that they served to win their 
regard ; BO much BO, that if the restless tribes around would 
have left us alone, we might ha.ve prosecuted our Mission
ary project with every hope of success. W ~ invariably 
told them that-our object in coming among them was to 
teach them the knowledge of God, and His will concerning 
them; and thef were not disinclined to listen, but occa
sionally expressed a desire to be taught. 

Even on subjects in which we came into collision with 
them, leading to serious altercation, we calmly, but firmly, 
held to our views, giving them reasons for them. Though 
they seemed angry at the time, yet they respected our 
:firmness, and, in the end, acknowledged the kindliness of 
our intentions. 

I have already mentioned our contention~with Siff'onello, 
on the occasion of our protecting the youth whoee execu
tion he had ordered, for stealing our kid. I will now stat& 
another inatanoe of a similar altercation on another BUbject. 
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Sabbedere offered a child to me for a price, which gave· 
rise to a conversation on the subject of their selling chil~ 
dren,-a general practice among them. I spoke of ita 
injustice and cruelty ; for they ma.de no stipulation with 
the purchasers as to their treatment of them ; but these 
would sell them again when they saw an opportunity to 
gain something thereby, until, in all probability, the chil
dren would come into the hands of the Portuguese slave
dealers on the east coast. 

Sabbedere said the child had no parents, and it was better 
to sell him to somebody, than leave him to perish. This 
was plausible in a Pagan; but on this, as on other sub
jects, I told him what God had said in Hie word with 
respect to orphans, and referred to the number of them. 
whom Mr. Hodgson and I were feeding daily. He made 
no reply ; but he wished to leave the child, a boy about 
five or six years of age. I allowed him to do e.o ; but soon 
after found that what I had ea.id to him had been com
municated to hie brother Sift'onello, for he came and 
introduced the matter in a tolerably good mood ; but eooa 
betrayed hie jealousy, and showed some anger at our inter
ference with what he deemed their rights. 

I took the Scripture ground, as before ; told him that 
God, the great King over all, to whom he and all earthly 
Kings were responsible, required him to be a father to his 
people, and eepecially to children bereft of their parents; 
and that he ought to protect their personal freedom, aa. 
well as their lives. 

He could neither reply to my reasoning, nor control his 
rage, which broke out furioueJy. As soon as he could 
speak, he began a series of questions, as on the former 
OCCl!Bion, not for an instant pausing for an answer, until 
he, was quite out of breath. To the question, "Are not. 
these people mine P " I said, "They are your subjects, not. 
your property. You may sell and buy cattle, but not 
God's creatures." He asked some other questions about. 
subjects and property ; but before I could give an answer 
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'he walked a.way. He remained a.baent nea.rly a. fortnight, 
then ea.me a.gain with an air of frankness and good temper, 

, and said he would no more buy or sell children; a.nd I 
ha.ve reason to believe he kept his word in tha.t respect, for 
I never heard of a. ca.se of the kind afterwards, during my 

· sta.y in the country. 
I ha.ve long been of opinion tha.t if Protestant Mission

. aries were genera.lly stationed throughout the continent of 

. Africa., their influence with na.tive Chiefs would soon, a.nd 
in the most pacific manner, put an end to the atrocious 
ela.ve trade. 

The interva.l of quiet which we now enjoyed, was in 
. several respects favourable to the Mission. We gained 
, mformation respecting other tribes in the interior of this 
vast continent, from na.tives who ea.me from distant parts, 
to traffic with the Barolongs. Some brought iron, of which 
were ma.de hoes, axes, spea.rs, and knives. Others brought 
bra.as rings, and copper beads a.nd wire ; some of which a.re 
now in my possession. Some of the iron I submitted to 
the exa.mina.tion of bla.cksmiths i\1 the colony, who pro
nounced it equa.l to the best Swedish meta.I. They also 
tra.de in the hides and skins of a.11 kinds of anima.ls found 
in the country; a.nd some brought a. da.rk mineral powder, 
with which, mixed with fresh butter, they anointed their 
hea.ds. 

A pa.rty of the Ba.rolongs w~t on a. journey to the 
north-ea.et, a.nd were severe.I weeks absent on a similar 
errand ; returning with a. number of ea.Ives, which they had 
bought with bea.ds, &.c. 

We genera.Uy embraced such opportunities, to send a 
sma.11 present of bea.ds or seeds-tobacco-seed being 
esteemed specia.lly valuabl~to the Chief of the tribe from 

·· which a. pa.rty of strangers had come, as a, token of respect 
and good-will, a.nd in order to ga.in their regard, and so 

·· open the way to subsequent iutercourse with them. In 
several instances, we learnt afterwards, tha.t this ha.d been 
-~ne with good effect; for ljOme sent 1111 a present of a , 
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heifer, or other animal. The Rev. R. Moft'att, in his; 
travels, fell in with a Chief who had received one of our 
presents, who expressed hie surprise and gratification that 
men he had never eeen ehould send him a gift ! 

At this period came a party of eight or ten of the Ba
taue, and remained a short distance from tie town. Some 
of the Barolonge had interoouree with them; but we found 
they were regarded with suspicion. Mr. Hodgson and I 
were requested to go and eee them ; and Sabbedere and 81 

emall party went with us, I riding our mare. We spent a. 
short time with them. They were fine-looking men, and 
appeared friendly, and so we parted with them. Th.is., 
notice of them may aooount for what will be stated here• 
after respecting their tribe and the Barolonge. 

Having mentioned our mare,-for she was our joint pro
perty, for the use of the Mission,-! may as well relate an 
amusing incident, which gave rise to a joke among the
people. Mr. Hodgson had brought her from Griqualand, 
not knowing that she was in foal, which was the case; and 
in due time a fine little colt was added to our etock. These 
were the first animals of the species that were seen in that 
country. From the number of beasts of prey prowling 
about, it was deemed necessary, for the safety of our mare 
and foal, that they, as well as the oxen, cows, and sheep, 
should be folded every evening. One evening, however, 
the youth who had charge of the mare and foal came and 
reported that he could not find them. The twilight being 
short in this latitude, and darkness having already come, 
it was too late to attempt another search for them at that. 
hour; and I feared that the fc,al, at least, if not both, would_ 
be devoured before the next morning. However, after ask-
ing him divers questions, where he last saw them, and 
where he had been in search of the~, I urged hitn to set -
oft' on the first appearance of light in the morning. I 
knew the language only very imperfectly, and, I have no• 
doubt, made many blunders, both in words and in pro
nunciation. There are two words which I had occasion to-
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use· in my addreBS to the youth, having a alight resem
blance to each other, in syllables and sound, but of diifer
•ent meanings. They are, motlala, "track," and rnofjhatla, 
"tail." In speaking to the boy, I ea.id, "Go to the place 
where the mare usually drinks ; then look carefully ro~d 
for the track; a.ad, when you have discovered that, follow 
it, and trace her out.until you find her." I observed that 
the lad could hardly suppress a smile. There was a man 
laid on the ground near, who I thought was asleep; but he 
heard our conversation, and, rising up, repeated some words 
I had used, in a tone which made the boy laugh out. I 
had been employing the word moghatla, when I should 
have ea.id motlala ; and this man, as he rose up, ea.id, 

· Ck<Jra moghatla, okla bonyapietin ! which is, " Get hold of 
the tail, and you will find the mare ! " I meant to have 
said, "Get the track, and you will find the ma.re." I in
stantly saw the mistake, and the youth set off quite in a 
merry mood, to get hold of the tail, that he might find the 
mare. To our great joy, he returned in about three hours, 
with both mare and foal, and told people very pleasantly 
the instruction I had given.him, how to find a stray animal • 
. And for a time it became a jocose way with them, to tell a 
person going after stray cattle to get hold of the tail, and 
they would find the animal ; reminding us of the school 
boy joke, about putting salt on birds' tails in order to 
.catch them. 
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CHAPrER XIII. 

0PHTBAr.KIA-Arrival of Mr. Edwards, and Lettera-Mr. Hodgson re
turns to Cape Town-Visit from Sabbedere, and from Sift'onello 
and Moroko-Their Views of the Importance of our Presence-
Increased Aflliction-Dropsy-Night ImpreSBioua--Prepare for a 
Journey to Griqna Town. 

THE language was still the principal subject of my 
we.king thoughts, day and night; for my mind was so 
much taken up with it, that it often kept me awake in bed, 
when both mind and body ought to have been refreshed 
with sleep ; and I have no doubt .that this constant appli
cation and want of rest tended to aggravate the affliction 
from which I suffered. I was engaged in preparing an 
elementary work in Sichuana, containing the alphabet, 
monosyllables, and easy sentences, together with the 
Lord's Prayer, Ten Commandments, and the Apostles' 
Creed ; but at the time a new and painful affliction came 

· upon me, and many others on the station, in the form of 
.ophthalmia, which began with an acute pain in the upper 
part of the eye, followed by a discharge of humour, which 
sealed up the eye-lids for three weeks, part of which time 
I lay on my back in a darkened room, with cloths, wet with 
tepid water and laudanum, upon them. When the first 
symptoms abated, there still remained a weak:neSB in the 
eyes, whicli could not bear the light, nor admit of any 
application for either reading or writing. My kind col
league, who I think was the only one in our families that 
wholly escaped it, occasionally came and read for me. 

I do not know what was the occasion of this attack, for 
I had never suffered anything like it before, nor have I 
1ri.nce; but I think it must have arisen from some pecu
liarity in the atmosphere in that region ; for I have often 
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ob~rved a scarred swelling on the temples of the natives, 
and, on inquiring the cause, found that it arose from fre
quent scarifying and cupping, on account of inflammation· 
of the eyes. They make incisions with a knife, or the 
point of a spear, and then apply the open end of a hom, 
sucking at the other, or pointed, end ; in fact, a rude cup
ping process. 

Soon after my recovery from this ophthalmic attack, some 
of the Barolonge reported the approach of a wagon. As 
we had received no information from the colony, we could 
not conjecture who should be coming; but it tumed out to
be the Rev. E. Edwards, from Namaoqualand, who was 
accompanied by some converted Namacquas, being engaged 
ill an attempt to benefit the Korannas on the banks of the 
V aal, and other rivers. 

Mr. Edwards brought letters and newspapers, which had 
accumulated at Griqua Town, from the colony, and some 
from England, as there had been no opportunity of for
warding them until now. 

One of the letters was from my honoured and beloved 
father, nearly two years after date; another was from my 
sister, giving information that my dear father had been 
dead nineteen months when I received his letter. This 
fact shows how long we had been separated from intercourse
with our friends. 

The natives who thronged around us on this new arrival 
saw with what interest we perused our letters, understand• 
ing that we had thereby received intelligence from our 
native land. Sifl'onello came, attended as usual by several 
of hie chief men ; but they remained outside while he 
entered the house. The documents I had received were
laid on the table, near which I sat. I had been weeping on 
account of the intelligence of my father's death, and sat 
with my head leaning on my hand, and my elbow resting 
on the table, being at the moment pensive and very sad. 
The c_m.ef abruptly inquired, " What ne}VS P what news P •• 
I replied, "My father is dead; ",and, not being inclined for 
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<ionversation, added no more. After a pause, he said, 
" Your father ie dead P " " Yee," I answered ; " and the 
two letters lying before me are his and my sister's." 
'Touching hie letter with my finger, "This ie from him." 
He seemed surprised, and turning to hie attendants at the 
<loor, he exclaimed, in an elevated tone of voice, "Hey! 
liey ! hear what he says! He says his father ie dead,; 
.and that this," pointing to the letter, " is· from him ! " I 
instantly perceived the point of difficulty at which his 
mind had seized, and, raising my head, called his attention 
to the two letters before me, and said, " Look, here are two 
letters ; this one was written by my father before hie death, 
:and this one by my sister after, and she informs me that 
he ie dead." That explanation ended the conversation. 
He communicated it to hie people, and they all withdrew. 
He came again a few days after, and asked further paru
~ulars ; for by this time they clearly, comprehended that 
we could send and receive news by writing, and were 
anxious to be taught the art. 

The news now arrived that Mr. Hodgson was to leave. 
'There was a communication from the Missionary Com
mittee, in London, through the Rev. B. Shaw, to the 
effect that Mr. Hodgson must go and take charge of the 
.Station in Cape Town, that the Rev. J. Archbell would 
-come to join me, and that Mr. Edwards must remain here 
until Mr. Archbell's arrival That Mr. Hodgson was the 
1nost suitable man among us, at that period, in South 
.Africa, for the Cape Town Station and its onerous duties, 
I readily allowed; but to remove him from the important 
.Mission to the Bechuanas at that juncture did not accord 
with either his or my views. He had won the confidence 
.and respect of the Barolongs by his uniform firmness, 
kindness, and indefatigable efforts to promote their welfare. 
He had been more than a colleague and friend to me,-a 
brother beloved. Since we entered on this arduous Mission, 
I had scarcely a day without bodily suffering; and he had 
-0heerfully taken upon himself the most laborious duties, 

I 
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both to spare me, and to leave me to give my attention to 
the language. · 

· But we had learned to c,bey those who were over us in 
the Lord. While he made preparation for the journey, I 
transcribed my elementary work for instructing the natives 
in reading, that he might take it with him, and get it 
printed in Cape Town. Eventually this was accomplished. 
This fact, of the preparation of a first school-book for the 
press, is published by the Society, on the information of 
Mr. Hodgson, in the Quarterly Paper, No. lxi., September; 
1835. But I had not to wait for this; for, by the kindness 
of Mr. Joseph Levick, from Sheffield, who had a large store 
in Cape Town of Sheffield and Birmingham ware, I obtained 
a ease of type, a canister of printing ink, two small print
ing balls, and a composing stick ; and by these I printed 
alphabets and words of two and three letters, with which I 
had begun to teach. 

Mr. Archbell had a printing press with him, with 'Which, 
at a subsequent period, he printed school books, catechisms, 
&e., and also prepared a grammar of the Sichuana, which 
was printed in 8vo., 82 pp., at Graham's Town in 1837. 
(See Buxton's "Slave Trade," p. 499.) 

To return for a short time to Mr. and Mrs. Hodgson's 
departure. The wagon being in readiness, and the oxen 
yoked, M.r. and Mrs. Hodgson entered my dwelling, where 
my dear wife and myself, with our two sons, sat in tears. 
They took an affectionate leave of us, and withdrew. We 
·could not accompany them to their wagon, nor see them 
depart ; but sat, weeping with grief, feeling all the reality 
of lilore bereavement, and mourned as though all our 
earthly sources of happiness had been removed from us. 

It was not until they ha'1 been a long time gone, that 
we rallied from our depression, encouraged ourselves in 
the Lord our God, and rose from our place to our re
spective duties. 

Siifonello also was grieved at the change, and supposing 
that I· should soon follow, in a day or two after sent his 
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brother, Sabbedere, and several other of his principal men, 
to talk with me on the subject. Sabbedere began by ex
pressing his brother's regret at Mr. Hodgson's leaving; 
then his desire and hope that I would remain. I heard 
what be said, but remained silent; when he said, with 
emphasis, "SiffoneUo 11a ratho tatka," " Siifonello loves you 
much," or, "is much attached to you!' The others then 
spoke in corroboration of the same, and added that they 
hoped I would not leave them. 

I made no direct reply; but referred to the frequent rob
beries which, of late, had been committed in our gardellll. 
&c. To which, Sabbedere, rather excited, said, " Shoot 
them! kill them ! " I spoke of the value of human life, and 
that they knew that we did not wish any one to be destroyed 
on our account, but that they ought to respect our pro;. 
perty without having recourse to MY such violence. They 
answered, that they would defend it, if I would remain with 
them. 

I then told them frankly, that I had no intention to 
leave, unless my affliction should render it necessary. At 
this declaration, they expressed great satisfaction, and rose 
to depart, saying they would tell Siffonello, to whom they 
were sure it would be very agreeable. 

The day following Siifonello himself came, accompaniecJ 
by his son Moroko and several others, and reiterated what 
his brother had said the day before ; and, requesting me t.o 
accompany him outside the house, pointed to a . beauti(ul 
young black cow in charge of some young meu, saying, it 
was brought for me as a proof of his love to me. Of course, 
I accepted this present, both on account of its real and 
relative value ; and repeated to him my intention to continue 
with them, if possible. It was to me very gratifying to 
receive such proofs of their confidence and respect. 
· My new colleague, and the people who had ~mpanied 
him from Khamies Berg, not being so familiar witli ru
mours of wars as we were, allowed themselves to bj:I 
disquieted thereby; for, indeed, there were such revived 

I 2 
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again, which, I saspeet, from a jealousy of the Beehua.naa, 
the Korannas bad either originated, or much aggravated, 
ao as to alarm the Hottentots from Namacqualand, who 
understood their language. In consequence, they began to 
express a desire to return to the Korannas, in the way to
wards Griqualand. I had no objections to their doing so, 
providing Mr.Archbell bad arrived. I cbeerfullyconsented 
to their going to the V aal river on a visit of inspection and 
inquiry. However, as they delayed their return, and SiJfo
nello beard of their intercourse with Koranna Chiefs, he 
became displeased. 

At length they returned; but only to pack up and remove 
altogether, expreBBing their apprehension that we should 
all be murdered if we continued there. No doubt the 
Koranna Chiefs had said what they could to produce that 
apprehension. It was, indeed, in accordance with the in
tention of forming a station among the Korannas, that Mr. 
Hodgson and I had requested, and Mr. B. Shaw had arranged 
for them to come. But in the circumstances of the tribes 
around, and of my feeble state of health, to say the least, it 
was premature. They went first to a Koranna Chief named 
Bautze, a man who I soon found was not in favour with 
Si1fonello, who was not a little displeased that Mr. Edwards 
ehoul,d have preferred Bautze to himself. He ascribed his 
removal to pusillanimity; said he had only a" little heart," 
and gave him the name of Muttu rata Bautze, ("the man who 
loves Bautze,'') and ever after, when speaking of him, called 
bim by that name. 

)[r. Edwards and party, however, did not remain with 
J3autze, but joined our old mend Chudeep, at a place some 
&.ya' journey farther down the river, called .Moos. With 
the aid of the people from Khamies Berg, they built a 
hGuae of atones, and entered upon missionary labours with 
Tffl'1 encouraging prospects. Indeed, both then and after. 
wards, Chudeep showed evidence of the aincerity of his 
cl811ire ,to know and worship God. 

:ffift'Q~ello became aolicitou tA, know when llr. Archbell 
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would come, and what kind of diBpOBition be waa of; so he 
came to my house, attended as usual by a number of his 
confidential head men, and, in an earnest tone and manner, 
inquired whether the person I was expecting was a man of 
a " little or great heart ;" meaning, was he a timid or a 
courageous man P 

I replied,," I have not yet met with him, but heard much 
about him, from which I was sure he had a strong heart." 

Siff'onello repeated my words to his attendants; on hear
ing which they expressed great satisfaction, then walked 
away, and informed others they met with, what I had said. 

The Barolongs had an idea, right or not, that while we 
were with them their enemies would not dare to attack 
them ; and they were in the habit of telling strangers who 
visited Maquaesi when we were there, that though we 
would not be the assailants, yet woe to any parties who 
should assail us ! 

I shall record hereafter the necessity which arose for my 
leaving the place before the arrival of Mr. Archbell, and 
the disasters which speedily followed, owing to a sudden 
and fierce attack made upon the Barolonge by the Bataus, 
under Milistani; which, the former afterwards declared, 
would not have occurred if we had been there. We, on the 
other hand, had many proofs of the merciful providence of 
God displayed in our escape. 

As far as we could judge, there seemed, in the state of 
our people, nothing to damp the ardour of our expectations 
of peace and success in our mill8ionary efforts; nor were we 
apprehensive of any interruption or disturbance from other 
tribes. 

Our dwelling-houses had been finished, our gardens were 
fruitful, and contributed not a little to our personal com
forts. Our flock of sheep and goats served us with meat, 
and our cows with abundance of milk. We made our own 
candles and soap. In a word, we had every temporal com• 
fort that we could desire, with the exoeption of Ohrietian 
society, and, as far as I waa ooncerned, of good health, 
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The former we were expecting soon to enjoy in the arrival of 
Mr. and Mrs. Archbell, of whom we had received inform
ation that they were on the way. Thus, had my health and 
strength improved, so as to admit of my prosecuting my 
studies in Sichuana, and labouring among the people, my 
happiness, with my new colleague and his wife once ar
rived, would have been complete. 
· It pleased God, however, to permit severe trials of our 
faith and patience to come upon us, which eventually re
sulted in my removal from that promising field of labour. 
If He said, " Thou shalt not build Me a house," I trust He 
approved of the intention and desire to do so, and said, " It 
was well that it was in thine heart." 

Having mentioned our fruitful gardens, I will add that, 
as the autumnal season arrived, we gathered the produce; 
especially pumpkins, melons, and cucumber,s, making whole
some and agreeable vegetables for the table; also divers 
kinds of· beans, pease, and maize, which, with other dried 
stores, were laid up for winter provision. We had planted 
fruit trees also, but they had not yet produced fruit. 

As the autumnal nights were cold, we became much an
noyed by swarms of flies rushing into the house during the 
evenings in such vast numbers, that they literally blackened 
the walls, roof, and most of the furniture ; and when the 
morning light appeared, and the milk from the ·cows was 
brought in, or our breakfast set on the table, it was impos
sible to keep them out of our food, and it is well they were 
not unwholesome, as frequently many would come on our 
food while passing from the dish to our mouth ! Even 
during the night we were often disturbed by their lighting 
on our faces. We felt one of the " plagues of Egypt." 
These, and other small insects and reptiles, were sources of 
more annoyance to us than wild beasts of the field ; for the 
latter we could in some manner guard against, but there 
was no escape from the former. 

Left alone with my family, I still attended to my chief 
buainees at this time, of attempts. to improve my knowledge 
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of Sichuana by intercourse with the people, and then writ
ing what I had learnt, and particularly words that I could 
place along with other words of the same meaning in our 
Dictionary ; but my infirm state of health rendered my in
tercom:se with the people more and more difficult every 
succeeding week. 
\ It must not be supposed f1-om this statement, that the 

climate was insalubrious; for it was remarkably heaUhy. 
My affliction arose from the blow received in my chest in 
N amacqualand years before; no doubt aggravated by divers 
eircumstances inseparable from the mode of life we had 
been subjected to, and the diet on which for many months 
together we subsisted. 

The disease rapidly grew worse, and all the symptoms 
were of the most alarming kind. I was comforted by the 
grace of God, and resigned to His will; but, on thinking of 
my dear wife and children,-then at least seven hundred 
miles from Cape Town, and full two hundred from the 
Colonial border,-to abide in the flesh seemed needful for 
them. · 

I was also fully aware of the difficulty my wife would be 
in, with regard to the interment of my body, among a peo
ple who were accustomed to give their dead to be devoured 
by hymnas, except chiefs, who were usually buried in the 
cattle-fold. I thought it very doubtful whether she would 
be able to induce them to dig a grave ; and as for a coffin, 
that was out of the question. Such were the thoughts that 
occupied my mind at the time. 

One day, when very ill, I requested my wife to take down 
the volume of the Encyclopedia, containing the.article on 
::Medicine, and read to me what was said on the subject of 
dropsy. From this I learned that certain drinks were re
•oommended to assuage the burning thirst attendant on 
this disease. Of these, whey was the only one we could 
,obtain. So, forthwith, a pan of milk was set on the fire, 
and curdled with vinegar. This was a pleasant beverage, 
.and I drank very freely of it day and night. The effect 
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was very beneficial, leading to so speedy an abatement of 
the worst symptoms, that in ten days the dropsy had dis
appeared, and I was reduced to a mere skeleton. 

The improvement in my health encouraged the hope that 
I should now be permitted to remain, and continue my work 
among these people. But He, whose goodneBB had raisecl 
me from sickness had otherwise ordained. 

One night I could get no rest; again and again, it was 
powerfully impressed on my mind that we must leave 
MaquaBSi, and proceed to Griq1111o Town. I endeavoured to 
tum from this subject, and compose myself to sleep, but in 
vain. In the morning I told my wife of my thought;s 

, during the night. She replied," We cannot go at present; 
I should need a fortnight, at lee.at, to prepare for the 
journey, and make clothes for the children." I answered, 
" I do not know why, but something forcibly says that we 
must set off' for Griqua, and we must go soon." I was not 
then, nor am I now, superstitious about impressions of the 
kind, the origin of which cannot be traced; yet neither do 
I think it prudent altogether to disregard them. 

On further conversation on the eubject, wie agreed that a 
change of locality and of air might be useful in regard to 
my health. A short time back I could not have removed~ 
and, should the dropsy return, my journeying might again 
become impracticable. Moreover, at Griqua we could pro
cure corn, of which we were greatly in need, and could de,. 
spatch letters to the colony, and, probably, might meet Mr~ 
Archbell there, and so accompany him when we·'returned. 
These considerations moved us to begin preparing for the
proposed journey. 

I informed Siff'onello, Sabbedere, and Moroko, of our in 
tentions, who very reluctantly consented that I should 
leave them ; but only on condition that, if spared, I should. 
return to them. In proof of my sincerity, I delivered to
their care all my cattle, sheep, and goats, except euch as we
req11ired for the journey, together with their keepers, Bo
boque, and the boy Mahalavela. I also left behind my garden 
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produce, furniture, books, and other goods. Indeed, we · 
were resolved to go as light as possible, that we might be 
able to bring a better load of necessary things back. 

Siffonello and his Chiefs, though sorry that we had come 
to the conclusion to undertake the journey, yet admitted I 
had been l>ucklooku takta, (" very sick,") and assented to the · 
reasons I had given for my proceeding. 

Another link in the cha.in of that Providence which has
tened our departure, appeared at this juncture, in the · 
unexpected arrival from Moos of Mr. and Mrs. Edwards, 
of whom we had not heard since their leaving Bautze. 
And though our preparations for the journey were not yet 
complete, this led us to decide at once to accompany them. 
He had come for a few things they had left at Maquassi, 
and was in haste to return to his charge at Moos. They 
lent us what assistance they could, so that in a few days we 
were ready to leave. 

Scores of the Barolongs, both male and female, accom
panied our wagon, until toward the decline of the day, when 
they began to run before the oxen, to get a sight of us in 
the wagon, saying, .Btumela Koski,.Btumela Ma Sammvy, that 
is, " Farewell, Chief; Farewell, mother of Sammy." 

I would have taken lea.ye of them in a more formal 
manner, if I had been able, and my feelings would have 
permitted ; for I was much affected at parting with them, . 
though, as I then hoped, our separation would be for ouly a 
short period. I believed that a bright day had begun to 
dawn on that region, and saw buds of promise, the fruit of 
which I hoped to reap. God, however, saw good that it 
should be otherwise, and, blessed be His name ! others have
entered into our labours, and are now reaping the harvest. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

';Jou11NEY from Maqnassi-Arrival at the Rivnlet Pogholla-Rain
Cattle disturbed in the Night-Lioness and Whelp-Proceed with 
only fonr Oxen-Disappointed. of a Bnck for Dinner-Five Lions
Arrive at Moos--Mr. Edwards's Honse-Prospects of U&efnl
ness-Dog and Hyrena-Jonmey to Campbell-Snfferings on the 
Road-Book of Job-Arrival at Griqna Town-Kind Reception by 
the Rev. H. Helm and his Wifll. 

THB first evening after our departure from Maquassi 
we halted on the banks of a rivulet, called Pogbolla.. 
Heavy rain had been falling, so that the ground had 
become soft with water, and all the bushes so wet that we 
bad much difficulty in .kindling a fire to cook our supper. 

On account of the moisture of the ground, and the 
continuo11S rain, I slept on the wagon with my family, and 
our people huddled together as well as they could beneath 
it for shelter. The night was pitch dark, and we several 
times heard a commotion among our cattle; but owing to 
the rain and darkness, no one left his place to ascertain 
the cause ; indeed, it could have anawered no end, except 
to expose us to danger. Next morning we found all the 
cattle dispersed, except a few that were tied to the wagon. 
A valuable young cow had been killed, and lay in front of 
my wagon. As I sat on the chest, one of my little boys, 
· being awake, came to me, and sat on my knee. I was 
• condoling him on the loBS of new milk for his breakfast, 
as the lions had torn the poor cow, when there appeared 
a noble lioness, walking through the grass, bringing a 
whelp with her. At the same time my favourite dog, 
llalbrook, was feasting on the carcase of the cow ; on 

'seeing the lioness approach, he barked at her angrily. 
-She paused a moment, raised her head, and lashed her 
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tail about, then· furiously sprang upon him. By a nimble 
leap and rush towards us, he barely escaped her claws and 
teeth. Just at the pole of the wagon, close to which I 
sat, with my eldest boy on my knee, and my wife, the 
next boy, and a servant girl inside, she turned away; 
whether the sight of the wagon, or the springing forth of 
another black dog, or what had been the means of cheeking 
iher, I know not; but no doubt it was a merciful providence 
:that no one was injured by the savage and infuriated 
,animal. 

The two dogs followed her a short distance, for she fled 
as fast from us as she had come. In the mean time, some 
of our young men had caught the young one and brought 
it to 118. Our dogs returned, when mine, who was irritated 
by the attack on him, flew at and worried the young one 
at my feet; nor did we attempt to hinder him; for though 
we might have taken it with us, we had no desire to be 
troubled with guarding and feeding it. 

We had scarcely sufficient oxen left to draw our wagon; 
but being lightly laden with only half a team for each, 
we thought it prudent to decamp; and sent part of our 
men armed after the dispersed cattle. Before we started; 
however, we cut off a joint from the cow, slaughtered by 
the lion\llJs, and had roast beef for dinner that day. The 
rain continued, and the ground had become so soft that 
travelling was difficult, especially as we had only half the 
usual complement of draught oxen. Our men, who had 
gone after the frightened cattle, followed us with the 
whole, except one heifer, which had been killed. · 

The following night was also wet and cold; beasts 
of prey were in great numbers prowling about our 
encampment. Our people, who slept under the wagons, 
declared in the morning that several large lions had walked 
round us. 

The next day was fine, and the iravelling pleasant; 
.A.bout mid-day, as we approached a place where there was 
water, and at which we intended halting to rest the oxen, 
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and get our dinner, we caught sight or a buck. Where
upon Mr. Edwards seized his gun, and ran before th& 
wagons, hoping to get a supply of venison for our repast. 
He fired, and the report of his gun roused five lions, which 
emerged Crom the tall reeds by the water towards which 
we were directing our course. We therefore turned the 
heads or our oxen another way; for we had found by 
e%perience, that they became so alarmed at the appearanoo 
of lions, as to be uncontrollable. Having gone about a. 
mile, and the lions showing no disposition to molest ~ 
we halted and unyoked, taking care to drive our cattle for 
pasturage in the opposite direction to the lions. 

Here we prepared and ate our dinner; the lions slowly 
moving to a greater distance, occasionally rising on their 
hind legs, playing with each other like dogs. Here we 
rested two or three hours, then yoked our oxen again, and 
travelled until evening. 

On the next day we discovered, at the pool or water near 
us, the fresh foot-prints of lions and other animals. 
During the day we arrived at the Vaal river, and found a 
Koranna village, where we purchased two sheep and milk ;, 
·and about eight o'clock in the evening arrived at Moos~ 
where Mr. Edwards and his people had built a stone house, 
within which we were accommodated with comfortable 
lodging . 

. Here we again met our old friend Ohudeep, and were 
glad to find that he was giving earnest heed to the things 
that were spoken by the Missionary, and evidently growing 
in the knowledge of Scripture facts and doctrines. 

Sunday, May 3rd, 1824, was spent at Moos. Mr. Edwards 
conducted public worship with the Korannas in the open 
air. Our families assembled in the evening in Mr. 
Edwards's house. 

From my extreme debility I was not able to inspect the 
locality, as a site for a Mission station, so thoroughly as 
I wished. There appeared, however, to be abundance or 
good water, and rich pasturage, and the· position seemed 
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-snitable as a midway station between Campbell and 
llaquassi, and as having many villages of the Korannas 
within a manageable distance. 

The V aal river flowing past, not far from the house, I 
went down to the bank, when I saw a female hippopota,. 
mus walking against the stream in the bottom of. the 
river, followed by a young one, as sometimes we see a 
-calf follow the cow. 

I find the following entry in my journal under this date:
" We have had much rain, and I think I have caught cold; 
or else the jolting of the wagon over tufts of grass roots 
and stones has aggravated my complaint; for I am very 
ill and feeble. Be Thou, 0 Lord, my support and 
comfort!" 

Friday, 14th.-Arrived at Campbell; the preceding 
evening I lay on the ground, as if life was ebbing out. I 
read with unwonted interest some portions of the Book of 
Job, and felt I could sympathize with him in his afflictions 
in a degree I had not previously done, and prayed that 
like him I might be able to exclaim," Though He slay me, 
I will trust in Him;" as I could say," I know that my 
Redeemer liveth." 

We found the Rev. Mr. Sass and family had removed to 
Griqua Town; so we remained here only during the hes.t 
of the day, and, feeling somewhat revived, went on in the 
evening to Links' Fountain. • 

15th.-Arrived at Griqua Town, where we met with the 
ltev. Messrs. Robert Moffatt, Sass, Helm, and Hughes, and 
their wives; also Mr. Melville, Government Resident, and 
family. From these brethren I received much Christian 
sympathy and brotherly kindness. Our tried friends, Mr. 
and Mrs. Helm, gave us an apartment in their dwelling
house, and did what was in their power to alleviate my 
.a.flliction. 

I have before mentioned having perused the Book of 
..Job, on the way from Maquassi : it was only a small portion 
that I could read at a time; but I meditated the more upon 
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its contents on that account ; and for the instruction anll 
spiritual profit I received to my humbled soul, I am, and. 
trust ever aha.JI be, grateful to my heavenly Father; and 
especially when, in conclusion, I read that. having tried 
His servant, " The Lord blessed his latter end more than 
his beginning," I resigned myself to the Divine will, and 
indulged the hope that I also, by God's mercy, might yet 
see better times. 

Sunday, 16th.-The preceding night was very cold, and 
the morning found me very unwell ; yet by the aid of my 

_ dear wife on one side, and a walking etick on the other, I 
managed to get into the chapel in the afternoon, and 
heard Mr. Moffatt preach; and once more enjoyed the 
privilege of joining with Christian brethren in the public 
worship of God ; but got back to the house with much 
difficulty. 

Tuesday, 25th.-Mr. and Mrs. Edwards, having accom
panied us to this place, took leave of us, to return to them 
station. I would gladly have gone with them on the way 
to mine, but was quite unfit from illness, and confined to 
bed most of the day. Therefore, by the advice of my 
Missionary friends, seeing no probability of recovering my 
health at present, I sent my wagon to bring some things I 
left. at Maquassi. My intention was to remain here until 
the a.rrival of Mr. and Mrs. Archbell, who were expected 
to take charge of the station I had just left.; or until warm 
weather, when I hoped to be able to return to my poet, 
and, if not, then go into the colony to try if anything could 
be done for me by medical skill. Though I suffered much 
pain and sickness, yet, God be thanked ! He leaveth me 
not alone. 

June 2nd.-Though somewhat better, and able to sit up 
a little, yet my disorder continued the same. Having 
received letters, magazines, &c., from England, I was much 
profited by their perusal. Some of my acquaintance in 
England had been called to their eternal rest. The Lord. 
aa.w good to prolong my days, though He was-pleased to 
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chasten and discipline me. So it aeemeth good in His 
eight. The cup my Father giveth me, shall I not drink 
it P His will be done. I will sing of judgment and of 
mercy; unto Thee, 0 Lord, will I sing. 

June 6th . ..:....I was enabled to attend the chapel, and with 
the church in this place partook of the sacrament of the 
Lord's supper, a privilege of which I had long been 
deprived. I find in my journal at the time, there is 
recorded an act of renewed self-dedication to God, to be 
Hie, living or dying ; and prayer that He would gracio118lI 
accept and seal me Hie own. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

'Jttl)(OUJII of Wan-Sift'onello applies to the Griqnas for Aid-A Com
mando UDder Waterboer--Meaen. Melville and Edwarda follow. 

DURING our stay at Griqua Town, we heard various 
·reports of war in the part of the country from which we 
bad lately come. Letters were brought to us from Messrs. 
Moffatt a.nd Hamilton at the Kooroomen, informing us that 
. Sifl'onello had been attacked, a.nd the Barolongs had lost 
their cattle and goods. This news darkened our prospects 
in that quarter; but we expected to hear in a short time, 
by the return of my wagon, the true state of the case. A 
few days later I received a letter from Mr. Edwards, con
taining information that an attack had been made on 
Maquassi, by the combined force of five tri,bes ; surprising 
the inhabitants by forced marches, and making their as
, sault just before day-break. Sifl'onello was not prepared 
to resist them effectually ; but he and his people fought 
"bravely, and secured most of their cattle. Some of mine 
-were lost, with the sheep and goats. 

The enemy retained poBBession of the place, the Baro
longs being forced to flee. The invaders entered our 
houses, broke open the boxes, and took out the various 
articles contained in them, and, ignorant of their use, 
destroyed them. · 

On the next day my wagon returned, bringing a remnant 
,of the property which had been gathered up after the 
battle by some of Sifl'onello's people, and brought on the 
back of an ox, driven by Moroko, and a party with him, to 
llr. Edwards at Moose, and by him sent on to me in the 
-chest of the wagon. It consisted of articles of wearing 
apparel, much dirtied, and some torn to pieces. A volume 
of the plates of the "Encyclopiedia Perthensis," much. 

Dg,i,,.,obyGoogle 



CRAPTEB XV, 129 

soiled, the back gone, and mimy leaves torn ; and part of a 
valuable telescope made by Dillon. · All my library, house
hold furniture, and my wife's and children's apparel, many 
articles of food, gathered from our garden, besides rice, tea, 
coffee, sugar, &c.; cattle, mare and colt, goats, and sheep, 
-:-all were lost. Bat what are these P I could not forbear 
exclaiming, "Never mind the things," and, looking at my 
wife and children, " Thank God we are here ! " 

I now saw the hand of God in sending ue away from 
Maqua.ssi as He did. Thie is the third time we have been 
preserved, as by miracle, from ferocious heathen ! We 
prayed the more that the Gospel of Christ might soon 
obtain an entrance among them, and, by the operation of 
the Holy Spirit, impart to them the, true principles of 
order and peace. My case was not singular; for the lou 
of the Missionary's goods is no uncommon event in new 
Missions to barbarous people. Mr. Albrecht, of the Lon
don Missionary Society, had hie property destroyed at the 
Warm Bath, in Namacqualand. He had notice of the 
danger, and dug a large hole in the ground, and buried 
what he could not remove ; but it was discovered by means 
of the wires of a piano sounding when the wild people 
stamped on the ground beneath which it was laid. Mr. 
Sydenham, Missionary at Pella, suffered a similar lose. 
Mr. Monro, on hie road to Bethelsdorp, had hie wagon set 
on fire during the night, and lost all ; his wife and children 
escaped, almost naked, to .a farm-house. The settlement 
of the Moraviane at Witte-Riviere was totally destroyed 
by the Kaffire ; and many such tales might be told. 

On the following Monday we received letters from Mr. 
Edwards, at Campbell, reporting that the Korannas had 
been attacked, and had lost most of their cattle. 

On the next day, the brethren, Sass, Helm, Hughes, ancl 
myself, with our wives, held a prayer-meeting, to implore 
God's protection and blessing, beseeching Him to still the 
raging of the heathen, and over-rule the troubles around 
us to the furtherance of the Gospel. 

K 
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Friday, July 2nd.-Mr. and Mrs. Edwards have arrived. 
The people here are much disturbed by reports that the 
enemy is coming down the river, and are preparing to resist 
them. Some have left to-day to join others at Campbell, 
the place of rendezvous. · 

Sunday, 3rd.-Messengers arrived with horses for Messrs. 
Melville and Edwards to accompany the expedition. They 
have consented to do so with a view to endeavour to get an 
interview with the Chiefs of the enemy to urge them to 
peace; or, if war be unavoidable, to endeavour to save a.a 
many lives as possible, particularly of captives, women, 
and children. 

Wednesday, 6th.-This evening letters were brought from. 
Me881'8. Melville and Edwards, informing us that the Griqua 
expedition left Campbell on Monday. They report that the 
Baro longs and Kora.nnas were fleeing before the enemy, and 
that the Koranna.a will unite with the Griquas in an attack 
upon the invaders, whom they expect to encounter in three 
days. 

Friday, 16th.-W e have been kept in a state of pa.infu l sus• 
penserespecting our friend.sand the Griquas, until this even
ing, when a letter was brought from Mr. Edwards, who also 
came himself shortly after it, having ridden in two days 
from the place where the Griqua.s were wasting their time, 
by hunting, &re., instead of proceeding to learn from their 
own observation what were the facts of the case, and 
watching the enemy. Not troubling themselves to ascertain 
the actual facts, they began, without any ground of suspi
cion, to accuse Siffonello and his people of having destroyed 
the Mission property, and now wishing to hide hie own 
treachery by charging the mischief upon reported invaders. 

I could not give credit to such a suspicion, as I knew 
Siffonello could have no motive to act such a part, and his 
whole previous conduct discredited it; but I was now most; 
of the day confined to my bed, and helpless. If the Griqua.s 
under Waterboer could have convicted Siffonello of what 
they insinuated, they would have been justified in making 
him pay the damage and the expense of their expedition. 
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During the altercation on this BUbject, Mr. Edwards tefi 
them a.nd Mr. Melville, the Government Resident a.nd 
Agent, to investigate the matter. 

Wednesday, 21st.-Laat evening Mr. Melville arrived at 
home, and called on me this morning, a.nd gave me an 
account of what the Griqua Chiefs regarded as Siifonello's 
· oomplicity in the plunder of my house. He stated that, on 
their meeting with him, and announcing that they had come 
to his help at his request, inquiring where the enemy was, 
instead of replying, he requested them to nnsaddle, saying 
that he would have cattle slain for them to eat with him, 
and then they would talk over the matter. 

This proposal, which was according to the custom of the 
Barolongs, and creditable to Siffonello, they declined, a.nd 
eontinued to interrogate him respecting the army in ques
tion, and the destruction of the Mission property, until, at 
length, they accused him of the robbery. At this he be
-OS.me angry, a.nd said, " Am not I a King P What would 
other Chiefs say of me P Would I do such a thing P,. 
They attempted by intimidation, and then by promise ot 
sparing his life, to lead him to confess. The interpreter 
fiid to them, "He is a King, a.nd will rather die than con
fess." They next made a feint of taking him a.nd the party 
with him prisoners. Then, seeing that they were in the 
power of this party, having horses and firearms, Sabbedere 
interposed, and said, " What is the use of contending, 
brother P If paying a fi.ne will free you, I will give all my 
cattle." This was construed to be a.n indirect acknow
ledgment of guilt. They, therefore, pretending lenity and 
generosity, said they would not take a.ny for themselves; 
but, to defray the cost of the expedition, imposed upon 
him a fine of six hundred head of cattle, and thirty for me, 
in compensation for the property destroyed. 

To this, it is said, Siifonello did not object; but sent for 
a large drove of cattle, which, as it was near sunset, were 
driven to the camp of the Griquas for the night, Siffonello 
arranging to send his brother in the mornini;t, when they 

:s:2 
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were to count out the number specified, and return the 
rest. On the following morning, Siffonello's uncle, a. 
venerable Chief, came with my cattle, sheep, and goats, 
that had been secured at the time of the attack, and de
livered them up. Mr. Melville stated that it was his 
opinion that the Barolongs did not believe that any of 
their cattle would be returned. However, to their astonish
ment, the Griquas gave back all which remained above the 
six hundred and thirty head specified. Mr. Melville also 

, Mid to me that he suggested to the Griqua Chiefs that it 
might have a good effect on the Barolongs, if the thirty 
head of cattle which had been imposed on them for the 
destruction of the MiBBion property, were also returned to 
them, and said he was sure that neither I nor the Society 
would object. This was done, and the uncle returned with 
eighty head of cattle. 

Mr. Melville informed Siffonello that Mr. Hodgson had 
boon called away to another station, and that I was very 
ill, l)ut that other Missionaries would come; at which. 
Siffonello expressed much satisfaction, saying he had lived 
in great peace with us, and hoped more would come. 

The above is the substance of what was related to me of 
these transations ; for I have abridged my journal, written 
at the time. But the statement was far from convincing 
me that Siffonello was guilty of the charge made against 
tpem. I perceived several discrepancies in their account of 
the matter, His submission to pay the heavy fine laid 
upon him was, doubtless, because he could not help him
self, and, probably, in the belief that time and events 
would vindicate his character. 

I did not question the sincerity and good intentions oi 
Mr. Melville; but he was ignorant of the Siclmana, and no 
doubt his concurrence in the proceeding was inff.uenced by 
the representations of the Griqua Chiefs. Time would show. 

I beheld the six hundred head of Siffonello's fine cattle · 
~ven into Griqua Town, and my heart was much . 
iistresaed at the sight. I feared also, what might be ; 
the effect of this proct'eding on the people, concerning 
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whom we had cherished such sanguine hopes. But I was 
dumb : I could not disprove the allegations against the 
Barolong Chief: I was unable to go to the parties, to 
ascertain the true facts of the case ; neither could I 
fully believe them. 

I shall hereafter be able to show clearly the innocence 
of SiJfonello in the matter laid to his charge by the 
Griquas, who were compelled by the Colonial Government 
to restore the six hundred head of cattle. 
, I have pleasure in transcribing the following kind and 

sympathizing letter received at this · time, addressed to 
my wife, from the wife of the Rev. R. Moffatt. 

" LATTA.KOON, May 24th, 1824. 
":MY DEAR M:e.s. BROADBENT, 

...... " M:e.. Mo FF A.TT and myself are extremely anxious to 
hear how it is with Mr. Broadbent, and shall be till we 
receive some intelligence whether bis health improves or 
4ledlinee. 

" Your situation is a very trying one at present; but I 
liave ever regarded it as an honourable post to attend the 
aick bed of a Missionary. Doubtless your faith is often 
pu.t to the test, with painful prospects for yourself and 
poor babes; but, my sister, ever keep in mind the pro
mise, 'Leave thy fatherless children, I will keep them alive, 
and let thy widows trust in Me.' No one ever trustecl 
the promise in vain; but unbelief deprives us of much of 
our happiness. Should your stay in Griqua Town be 
!Protracted, and Mr. Broadbent's health sufficiently ree~ 
iit will gratify us very much to receive a visit from you 
when convenient. In the mean time if we can serve you 
with any little thing which you may require, do let ua 
know, and we shall be happy to do it. Wishing you and 
your dear partner all that consolation which your trying 
circumstances require, 

" I remain, dear Mrs. Broadbent, 
"Yours very sincerely, 

"MA.:e.Y MOFFA.T." 
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TaotrBLBD State of the Griquas-Leave Griqua Town-Sunday at Hard
castle-Cross the Orange River-Boora-Joined by Mr. Helm aucf 
Family-Liou-Graaf Reiuett-Hospitality of Mr. and Mrs • 
. MUiler-and the Rev. Mr. Murray-Depart from Graaf Reiuett to, 

Kruid Fouutain-Somerset-Kindlyreceived by Mr.and Mn. Hart 
-(?ouduet Public Worship-Sunday School-Mr. Aylilf-Leave 
Sumerset-Sore Calamity on the Road-Graham's Town. 

DURING the month of J,,.ly the population of Griqua 
Town, and of the surrounding reip.on, was in a state of 
excitement, unrest, and apprehension; not so much from 
the proximity of the marauding Mantatees, Bataus, t!nd 
other tribes of the interior, as from the so-called Bergenaars. 
It was evident that W aterboer had been reserving his 
atrength and ammunition, collected professedly to resist 
the spoilers of Sift'onello, in order to make an a8Bllult on 
the Griquas located at the Berg, whom he regarded as
rebellious. That assault was made, but not very success .. 
fully. Now, in turn, these Bergenaars were preparing to 
attack Griqua Town. Personally, I had no fear of theip.l 
for they had nothing against meor the other Missionaries.; 
l>ut as both parties fought with fire-arms, none of us would 
be safe from the ba.lls of the attacking force ; and as. 
furthermore, there was no hope of my resuming the 
Mission work at present, it was agreed that we should
Jeave Griqua until there should be a prospect of peace. 
•· Messrs. Melville and Edwards removed their families 
near to Mr. Helm's, at the Mission House, that we might. 
be together, fearing an attack in the night, and intending 
to leave as soon as we could be ready to start. 

Friday, August 6th.-Messrs. Melville, Edwards, and 
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myself, with our wives and families, set off in our wagons,: 
and travelled until evening, when we arrived at the 
place called Whitewater&, with part of my wagon broken. 

Saturday,7th.-Havinggot my wagonrepaired, wereeumed 
our journey at mid-day. In the afternoon the Griqua Chief, 
and a few of hie principal men, came · after us on horse• 
back. After some converaation with Mr. Melville, they 
returned, and we journeyed on to Hardcastle. 

Sunday, 8th.-Mr. Edwards preached to the people in the 
forenoon. On Monday, the 9th, I had further repairs done. 
to my wagon. While staying here a piece of asbestos was 
brought to me, of which there is a good deal reported to 
be in this part. To day• letters were brought to Mr. 
Melville from the Rev. Mr. Hambleton, at the Kooroomen, 
informing him of a large army called :the Matabele, 
approaching to attack them, and requesting immediate 
help from the Griquas. The latter sent word that the:, 
must remain to defend their own place, and recommended 
the Kooroomen Missionaries to flee to· Griqua, and they 
would do what they could to protect them. Out of the 
pan into the fire ! 

Here I left some spare cattle, sheep, and goats, in charge 
of one J acobue Links, on what is called half-entail, until 
some of our party should return to- that region. Of these 
I have heard no more. 

Tuesday, l0th.-Crossed the great river at what is called· 
English Ford ; the water was so low that the wagons were 
drawn through without much difficulty. Theetreamisdivided 
at this place by a bank in the middle. My two Bllol'olong 
boys, Ranchoo and Eratsagai, rode on the wagon through 
the first branch of the river, and, having reached the bank, 
sprang off, supposing we had crossed the whole river, 
Here they stopped, amusing themselves by throwing flat 
~nee into the water, until the wagons had entered so far 
into the next stream as to be out of their reach. Knowing 
that they were not swimmers, I looked to see how they 
would act on finding themselves thus separated from the 
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land on both sides, and was amused at the expedient 
to which they had recourse. First one, and then the other, 
as the cattle were driven across, seized hold of a cow's 
tail with both hands, and held fast till dragged through 
the strong and rapid et.ream. 
. Having parted with the men, who came from Hardcastle 
to show the Ford, and a.eeiet ue in crossing_ the river, we 
proceeded on our journey towards the borders of the 
eolony, until we arrived at a place where we found some 
Boore, with their herds and Hocke. Soon after our arrival 
they buried an infant, aged five months. They had no 
religious service, and the father assisted in filling the 
grave. They invited ue to dine with them ; but showed 
no signs of mourning on account of the death of their 
child. The water here was brackish and disagreeable 
to the taste, and my illness returned upon me very 
severely. 

Sunday, 15th.-Mr. Edwards conducted public worship 
with the Boore and their families. I fear there would 
have been no recognition of the Lord's day, if we had not 
proposed worship. Many of the South African Boers, 
though nominally belonging to the Dutch Reformed 
Ohurch, have little more of Christianity than the name. 
I attribute this to the distance many of these border 
families reside from any place of worship, or means of 
instruction. 

Monday, 16th.-Moet of our party became ill; probably 
from the effects of the water. 
. Saturday, 21et.-The Rev. H. Helm and family, having 
followed in our track, came up with ue, guarded by eight 
armed men. Mr. Helm had been induced to take this step, 
partly on account of the distracted state of Griqualand, and 
partly on account of the delicate health of Mrs. Helm and 
one of their children. Here our company were to be divided. 
lleeeTB. Melville and Edwards, with their wives and families, 
would remain near the border, to watch the course of 
events among the Griquas, and return as soon as it should 
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seem prudent and safe to do eo. Mr. Helm and myself, 
with our families, would proceed tow&Pd Graaf Reinett. 

TuHday, 22nd.-Mr. Helm's guard returned, and we left 
our friends in the circumstances before stated, and travelled 
until sunset. We halted for the night on the lee side of 
a email hill, which was picturesque with mingled rocks, 
and shrubs, and graee, and where we found shelter from 
the strong breeze that was blowing at the time. 

We had taken our evening meal, and, ae was our 
custom, whenever practicable, were holding a religious 
aervice with our people, Mr. Helm conducting the worship, 
when, as we were all kneeling on the ground, suddenly our 
cattle became frightened, and ran off. The men sprang to 
their feet, and, shouting, ran after them. Our doge 
barked, nor could we quiet them during the rest of the 
,night ; eo that they deprived ue of the sleep we much 
needed. 

The morning discovered to ue the cause of our disturb. 
ance. A large lion had seized one of Mr. Helm's cows, 
and spent the night upon our hill-screen, feasting on it.a 
prey. Ae the sun arose, the lion walked down in front of 
our wagons, and proceeded leisurely toward a thicket of 
reeds, where was water; and there we left him to repose. 
In hie absence, however, our men went and cut off a few of 
the 'best pieoee of the cow which he had left, eo that at 
noon we had om- feast. 

We began to arrive at Boors' pla,cee ae we travelled. 
showing that we had entered the colonial border. The 
BOOl'B and their families treated ue with great hospitality 
and ikmdneee. Mr. Helm conducted religious worahip, 
and preached a short sermon, at nearly every place where 
we -stopped. One of hie texts, was, " Blessed are they 
that sow beside all waters." May the Lord cause the seed 
thus sown to produce much fruit for Hie own glory ! It 
was gratifying to fuia among the Dutch farmers, generally 
graziera, on thw part of the colonial borders, a reverence 
for God, and a desire.to hear His Holy Word. 
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While crossing over Sneewberg, we paeaed farmera~ 
places daily. These have been much benefitted by the 
faithful evangelical ministry of the Rev. A. Faure, of 
Graaf Reinett. where they frequently attend on the Lord'& 
day. 

Monday, Sept. 5th.-The wind was so strong on th& 
high land that it was difficult to stand ; but in the evening. 
we descended to low ground on the Graaf Rei.nett aide.· 
where we arrived on Tuesday, the 6th. Mr. and Mrs. 
Muller and their family, whom I had previously been. 
acquainted with, very kindly welcomed me to their house;. 
all were astonished at my meagre and sallow appearance. 
Mr. Perry, 11urgeon, whose patient I had been when in thia 
town before, said my only ch:mce of life would be by going 
into the sea air, and to my native country. 

The Rev. A. Murray, who had succeeded the Rev. A. 
Faure at this place, called on me; he then went to Mr. 
Helm's wagon, and invited him and his family to the 
manse. These examples of Christian hospitality to Mis
sionaries and their families, in affiiction,-and I have meti 
with many such,-are an honour to,those who have shown 
such kindness, and to the Christianity which brings forth 
such good fruit. 

After spending a full month in Graaf Reinett, and being 
so far improved in health that I was able several times to 
conduct public worship in the house of my host, at which 
many of their neighbours also attended, I was thankful to 
God for His goodness, and cherished the hope that I might 
yet be spared to return to the work in the interior. 

Wednesday, November 17th.-Took leave of our kind 
friends at Graaf Reinett, accompanied, in Mr. Muller'■ 
wagon, by Miss A. Muller, Mrs. Perry, and others, as far 
as Kruid Fountain, a mineral spring, about ten miles from 
the town. Here we parted with them; they returning 
home, and we proeeouting our journey towards Somerset, 
where we were kindly received, on the following Saturdayi,. 
by Mr. and Mrs. Hart, at the Government farm. 
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Sunday, 2lst.-Publio worship was held in the hall or· 
Mr. Hart's house, which I was delighted to see well filled 
with a congregation composed of English, Scot.eh, Dutch, • 
and Hottentot&. I preached, and baptized three children. 
An old farmer wept. much; and I also could not repreea 
tea-re of joy. 

Here I found a young man, who was a Local Preacher, 
from among the emigrants who came from England in 
1819. He had been faithful to the grace of God; obtained' 
the confidence and respect of Mr. and Mrs. Hart and' 
others; had formed a Sunday school, and preached to the 
Hottentote who were employed on the farm. I beard him 
preach in the evening, with pleasure and profit. He was 
subsequently employed in the Mission work. It was John 
Ayli.ff, who, after many years of most faithful and suc
cessful service, has since died in great triumph, surrounded 
by the abundant fruit of hie labours. 

Sunday, December 5th.-I ventured once more to preach 
in English, at the request of a few of my countrymen who 
reside at this place, and baptized a child. In the afternoon► 
Mr. and Mrs. Hart, Mr. and Mrs. Ayli.ff, my wife, and 
myself partook of the sacrament of the Lord's Supper,-a 
privilege these friends could seldom enjoy. It was a pro
fitable season; bu.t the exertion on my part produced much 
exhaustion, with strong pain in the back and head. 

Sunday, 12th.-I was very ill; but having consented to 
preach in English, I was obliged to try to fulfil my engage
ment : it was hard work, for I was unequal to the duty) 
In the afternoon, having rested, I was a little better, and 
visited Mr. Ayliff"e Sunday school. I was much gratified 
to behold upwards of fifty Hottentot children assembled. 
in a state of cleaulinees and order beyond anything of the 
kind I had met with before in Africa. · 

Tuesday, 14th.-We left Somerset, and our kind friends 
there, and proceeded on our way towards Graham's Town; 
Mr. Hart's wagou accompanying ours to fet.ch home their 
boys from school at Salem for the Christmas holidays. 
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Thursday, 16th.-Here I must 1·ecord an event which 
-caused me exquisite sorrow. Travelling over hard ground, 
at quick pace for oxen, and intending, if poBBible, to get to 
Graham's Town that evening, a cry arose inside the wagon, 
"Sammy is fallen ! " Turning round, I saw the hind wheel 
run over hie body, and, feeble as I was, sprang to the 
_ground, took up my first-born, then nearly five years old, 
apparently dying, with blood frothing at his mouth. As 
the wind was strong at the time, I carried him M the lee
eide of a bush for shelter; and, at the same moment, saw 
the Bechuana girl who accompanied us, laid on her back 
-on the ground, with both arms extended. She had either 
·fallen from the wagon, or, in her haste to get to the child, 
had dropped under the wheel on the other side. As soon 
,as the oxen could be stopped, my wife ran to me to see our 
-ehild; then ea.me a woman from the other wagon, and said 
the girl was dead. Our dear boy seemed to be breathing 
his last. I moistened his mouth with a little water, and 
le& him with his mother, while I went to look after the 
girl. I got some vinegar from the wagon, and after rubbing 
her temples, and giving it to her to smell, saw her revive, 
complaining of pain. 

On returning to my son, I perceived that he was seriously 
injured internally, as blood rose to his mouth, and we 
thought his life ebbing out. God alone knows the anguish 
of my heart in that sad hour. 

We placed both the sufferers in the wagon, and drove 
on, with sorrowful hearts, towards Graham's Town, in 
order to get surgical aid as soon as poBBible. But it was a 
tedious journey of nearly six hours before we reached it, 
,and then it was late in the evening, cold, and dark; we 
were all strangers, and did not know where to find the 
Mission House, where we judged it necessary to go, that we 
might get shelter and hear of a surgeon. Towards mid
night, after much difficulty, we found it, aroused its 
inmates, and anxiously requested that a surgeon might be 
-called immediately. The resident :Missionary put on his 
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clothes and went for one, who very promptly attended. On. 
examining my poor boy, he ascertained that four of his. 
ribs were broken, the points of which hai perforated the 
diaphragm and lacerated his lungs ; his legs and one arm 
were also much bruised, and he was in great danger. He· 
next examined the girl ; but though he could not discover 
much external injury, he could scarcely perceive any pulse. 
He remained with them until two A.M., and returned after 
break of day on the following morning. The girl appeared 
to be rather better, spoke several times, got up, and walked; 
but soon after expired. The cause of death was afterwards. 
ascertained to have been an internal injury. I feared my 
dear boy also would not survive. 

My own feeble health received such a shock from this, 
painful event, together with that night's exposure, fatigue,. 
and anxiety, that I lay on the same bed with my suffering 
child, doubtful which would die first. 

Sunday, 19th.-The first utterance my child made this. 
morning was, "Mamma, I am better." And so he was. He 
had slept during the night, except when the cough, dis
turbed him. The surgeon had taken blood from the arm, 
and used every precaution to prevent inflammation. 

Friday, 24th.-Thank God ! my dear boy continues to. 
improve, even more than could have been expected. I am. 
very unwell and feeble. A tepid bath induced a little per
spiration, and has relieved me. 

Monday, January 3rd, 1825.-My boy is pronounced out 
of danger, and allowed to play with his brother Lewis. 
Blessed be the Lord for ever ! May my child, almost. 
miraculously preserved, glorify God eternally ! 
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itEST at Green Fountain-A Picnic to the Fish River-A Pelican Shot 
-Ranchoo bit by au Adder-'fame Ostrich-Visit the Kowieaand 
Tbeopolia-Preaeh at Port Frances-New Chapel-Rela~ 
Sail out of the Snnday River-Storm at Sea-Arrive at Algoa 
Bay-Fnrther Storms-Short of Provision-Run into Breede 
River. 

THB Missionary brethren in the Albany District held 
their annual meeting at this time, the Rev. W. Shaw 
being Chairman. At this meeting, as I was quite unfit for 
public work, they put me down as a Supernumerary to 
reside at a place on the coast called Green Fount.a.in, 
where I should have the benefit of the sea air, and be able 
to officiate occasionally at a small chapel, where some 
fa.milies of emigrants met to worship God. 

Monday, January 24th, 1825.-Entered upon the journey 
to our new abode, where we arrived on the evening of the 
following day. In a short time I rallied from the fatigue 
of the journey, enjoying the reviving breeze from the 
Southern Ocean. 

Tuesday, February 21st.-Rode to the Kowie, about two 
miles distant from my dwelling, and was kindly welcomed 
'by Mr. and Mrs. Thornhill and their family. 

The Kowie packet was at anchor in the river, and 
another vessel lay in the offing. Our two Bechuana boys, 
Ranchoo and Eratee.ga.i, who were with me, and had never 
before beheld the ocean, with others of their countrymen, 
1iad often expressed their wonder at our statement, that 
we had come from our native land on water ; unable to con
<ieive how conveyances could ff.oat, and move along without 
being drawn by ·oxen. I now pointed to these vessels, 
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and explained their use, and the way in which they are 
propelled by the wind, and steered by the man at the 
helm. We went on board the packet, which lay at 
anchor in the mouth of the river. The sailors began to 
pump out the bilge-water, when Ra.nchoo went eagerly 
to drink of it; but quickly drew back, wit~ an unmis
takeable expression of disgust, to the great amusement of 
the seamen. 

Saturday, 14th.-At the request of a wedding party we 
accompanied them on an excursion, to the mouth of a river 
between the Kowie and the Great Fish River, a few miles 
aistant from our habitation, and had our feast under a 
delightful sylvan shade. While here a pelican from the 
interior came to a large pool in the bed of the river, and was 
filling its pouch with water and fish, to convey, as we sup
posed, to its young. Ho'Yever, a young man, in wanton 
cruelty, seized his gun, and shot it; and, of course, the 
youngmustsuff'erfrom the want of food . When the dead bird 
was brought to our wagons, we found by experiments that 
its pouch would extend to hold two pails of water; though 
probably it would not carry so much. 

The young man Ranchoo was tending our oxen, a short 
distance from us, when he came, pointing to his foot, which 
was bleeding, saying, a serpent had bitten hin. A gentle
man named Mr. Bowker, who had joined us, inquired what 
kind of a serpent it was. The boy said he had killed it near 
& tree, which he pointed at. Some of our party went and 
brought it. As soon as Mr. Bowker saw it, he fell upon his 
knees, and began to suck the orifices of the wound, spitting 
out the saliva and blood. In the mean time one of his 
sons sprang upon a. horse, without bridle or saddle ; and, 
guiding it with his hands, plunged across the river, and 
galloped three or four miles to their house, to fetch some 
antidotes, with which he returned as rapidly a.a the horse 
could carry him. The boy's leg and thigh became much 
swollen, and he looked wild and distressed in his face. 
We conveyed him home in the wagon, and he became rather 
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delirious and restless during the night. A Mr. Long, who 
had had experience in such ea.see, visited, and ministered. 
to him, and in a few days the swelling abated, and be 
recovered ;-no doubt, , in great measure, owing to the 
promptitude and kind attentions of Messrs Bowker and 
Long. 

On our return in the evening, we had to pass Mr. Long's 
place, where we saw a very tall ostrich, quite tame. As 
we halted for a moment before hie door, this bird came 
near our cattle, and began to relieve them of flies which 
had lighted on them ; but a young horse, ri~den by a 
young lady, did not appreciate this kindness, and ra.n off. 
with its rider ; the ostrich followed at its heels, and the, 
horse, finding itself pursued, started violently, and soon 
left the rider on the grc,und; but, we were glad to find, leaa 
hurt than frighttmed. 

Monday, 28th.-The Rev. James and Mrs. Whitworth 
arrived at my residence, from Kaffirland. Mr. Whitworth 
is a native of Sowerby, Yorkshire, and has been a 
useful Missionary in the West India Islands eleven or 
twelve years. 

Tuesday, March lst.-Mr. Whitworth and I rode t.o the
Kowie, and there we were joined by the Rev. W. Shepstone;: 
and proceeded together on a visit to the Rev. Mr. Barker,,. 
at Theopolis. 

Mr. Whitworth's general health was good; but he was, 
suffering from a throat affection and loss of voice; so we
were invalids together, though from very different causes~ 
Thinking that a short sea voyage would be of service to
us both, and wishing to obtain some information respect
ing Port Natal and the Zulus residing there, under the
Chief Chaka, we projected a voyage to that harbour, 
with a view to Missionary objects ; and rode to the Kowie, 
to inquire if we could get a passage in a schooner, called 
the ",Bridekii'k," the master of which was a Wesleyan 
friend of ours, whose wife and family resided at the Kowie. 
He was quite willing to take us, providing we obtained. 
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permission from the Oolonial Government, to which the 
vessel belonged, and of which be was a servant; and, 
learning that Sir R. Plasket, Colonial Secretary, was then 
at Bathurst, we concluded to wait upon him on the 
subject, and prepared a memorial to the Governor, Lord 
Oharles Somerset, to that effect. 

4th.-Suffering from a relapse, I was toQ iU to accom
pany Mr. Whitworth to Bathurst; so, lest we should by 
delay lose the opportunity of seeing the Secretary, Mr. 
Whitworth went alone ; had an interview with Sir 
Richard who was very affable, approved of our object, and 
kindly offered to present our memorial to His Excellency 
the Governor, and also forward and promote our object to 
the best of his ability. We corresponded with the Chair
man of the District, the Rev. William Shaw, and other 
brethren, on the subject; all of whom expressed their con• 
currence and approval. About two months elapst!d before 
we received an answer to our memorial. The follow
ing is. a copy. 

" COLONIAL OFFICE, April 12th, 1825. 
"SIR, 

"In reply to your letter of the 4th ult., concerning a 
Memorial addressed by yourself and Mr. Broadbent to His 
Excellency the Governor,. applying for the use of the 
'Bridekirk' schooner to convey yon to Port N11.tal and 
back, for the purpose of ascertaining the f11oCilities of that 
place for a Missionary station, I am directed. by Hia 
Excellency, to acquaint you that he will conside1· the 
subject of your request, but that he cannot comply with it. 
at the present moment. 

" I have the honour to be, &c., 
RICHARD PLABKET, 

Secretary to Govemmmt."• 

" Mr. James Whitworth, Port FrafWell." 

L 
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We received this communication aa a courteous refusal 
of onr application ; though we were told that · the 
schooner would be at our service on a subsequent applica
tion, if we should make one. We informed our brethren 
in the district of our disappointment ; but I fear we did 
not submit to it with the meekness we ought to have felt 
However, we haye since seen the wisdom and goodneBB of 
God in the event. 

The " Bridekirk " sailed along the coast without us, and 
was never beard of afterwards ! She must have foundered 
at sea, and all hands perished. Mr. Davies, the captain, 
left a widow, and four or five young children. If our 
desires and intention had not been frustrated, our wives, 
also, might have become widows, and our children father
less. "I will sing of mercy and of judgment. Unto Thee, 
0 Lord, will I sing." 

Previous to our hearing from the Governor respecting 
t'he "Bridekirk," good Mrs. Thornhill of the Kowie, hence
forward called Port Frances, said to her husband, " I wish 
you would go over and see that sick Missionary at Green 
Fountain, and ask him to come over, and help us to hold 
religious service at ltl&llt on Easkr Sunday." Mr. Thorn
hill accordingly came over, and made the request; 
and I engaged, providing I was well enough, to comply 
with it. 

April 3rd.-Easter Sunday. The morning being fine, I rode 
io Port Frances. The most eligible place they could obtain 
in which to hold service,.was an oblong wooden building, 
which had been cleaned, the floor sprinkled over with saw
dust ; and for seats, to accommodate sixty or seventy 
persons, planks had been placed across the room on the 
ends of small barrels. I had an attentive congregation, con
sisting of settlers from England, to whom I preached on the 
resurrection of Christ from the dead: but while we were on 
our knees at the last prayer, a hen, either leaving her nest, 
.or going to it, cackled so l?ud that I was obliged abruptly 
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to conclude. This last incident is not worth notice, except··· 
for what followed, in great measure, as a. consequence. 

After resting a short time we left the place, and pro
ceeded toward Mr. Thornhill's residence. A Mr. Gilfil1an 
kindly lent me bis arm. On the way, we met a gentleman 
of the name of Mr. Moodey, recently appointed Govern
ment Resident; to whom Mr. Thornhill spoke, and intro
duced Mrs. Thornhill and myself; and to whom Mre. 
Thornhill, in an earnest manner, said, " What a pity there 
is no place of worship here ! What a. sad thing it would 
be if we should become heathen in this country! We 
have been hearing a sermon; but while Mr. Broadbent was 
at prayer, one of Mr. Grant's hens made such a noise that 
he was obliged to conclude." The gentleman listened to 
her very respectfully; and replied, bowing, "I hope, 
ma'am, there is no danger of our turning heathen in thia 
la.nd ; I regret with you that we have not a place for 
public worship; " and was proceeding, when Mrs. Thorn
hill said, " 0, Sir, what are those wooden buildings on 
that hill?" He replied, " Indeed, Ma'am, I cannot tell 
you, having so recently come here; but I will inquire 
to-morrow." This dialogue resulted in his ascertaining 
that the building referred to was a temporary barrack, 
now disused; and after conferring with some other 
resident gentlemen, they agreed with a. builder to rtim~e 
the material to an eligible site, and subscribed among 
themselves to defray the expense. And on Saturday, 9th, 
I received the following note. 

·•DEAB SIB, 
" PoBT FRANCES, Saturday, 

" As the new house intended for the W esleyans is now 
up, and will be ready for the accommodation of the inha
bitants, I hope you will be well enough to favour us with 
;your presence to-morrow morning. 

"I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 
C. T. THORNHILL. 

•• Bev. S. Broadbet1t, Green FQUntain." 
L2 
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Sunday, l0th.-1 rode over, and found a comfortable 
place fitted up to accommodate a hundred or more persons. 
So I conducted public worship with some eighty British 
immigrants, who listened attentively while I preached from 
Rom. i. 16. On the whole I was much gratified with the 
congregation and the service. So, from the hen's interrup
tion in the other ·place has arisen a commodious chapel, 
which was afterwards superseded by a permanent brick 
building. It was taken on the Graham's Town Circuit 
plan, and became a part of that Circuit. 

About this time my illness increased so much that Mr. 
Whitworth wrote to Dr. Mayer of Kaffir-Drift, who came 
to see me. He wrote a certificate, stating that it was expe
dient that I should go to sea as soon as possible, as the 
only chance, in his opinion, of prolonging my life. 

Wednesday, 18th.-Dr. Mayer came again, and fotmd me 
so feeble that he feared, if I embarked for Cape Town, 
where it was proposed I should go, that I should not sur
vive to accomplish the voyage ; and expressed a wish that 
·nr. Cowie of Graham's Town should be sent for, as he 
feared to let me sail on his own responsibility. 
, TU Rev. W. Shaw and Mr. Ayliff came, and consulted 
another medical gentleman on my case, who agreed 
with the previous one, as to the propriety of my going 
to sea, observing that he had known instances of persons 
·who appeared at the last extremity in such cases, deriving
great benefit from so doing. 

This being the concurrent opinion of medical gentlemen. 
and of my Missionary brethren, I resigned myself to what 
appeared to be the path of duty ; though I had indulged 
the hope that, with God's blessing, I might recover and 
return to the MiBSion work among the Bechuanas; but now 
that hope failed me; so I let my brethren dispose of me as 
they saw best. Accordingly .Mr. Whitworth engaged for 
me and my family a passage on board the Kowie packet to 
Table Bay. And he and the Rev. S. Young accompanied 
us to the vessel, and took an affectionate leave of us. 

Dg,i,,.,obyGoogle 



CHAPTER XVII. 

"l'hank God for md and sympathizing bret,hren; for suoh 
they were. , 

The paclr,et was not able to get over the bar at the mouth 
~ the ri:verbefor-e spring-tide. On one of the days on which 
we were ao detained, we had a sail on the ri,er by boat. We 
,aaw a net drawn containing fish; the good were preserved. 
but they cast the bad away, and among the rest, a torpedo. 
I had seen several instances of the electrifying power of 
these creatures. One was of a man who had got out of the 
boat in a shallow, who set his foot on one of these fish ia 
the bottom, when he was like a man shot in his leg, and 
was only prevented falling by holding to the boat. 

On Tuesday, May 31st, with a full tide and fair wind, our 
vessel got over the bar. The next two days and nights the 
wind was boisterous, and the sea ran high. On the third 
night a Cape storm raged, and our smllll craft was in mucb 
peril. The captain, a Dane, had thrown himself down in 
his berth to get a little rest. I was laid in mine, a.wake; I 
aupposed my deat· wife and family were asleep. The en
trance into the cabin was open for the admission of air, ancl 
I could hear .the conversation of the man at the helm and 
the mate. One said, " Do you see tha.t black cloud P " 
" Yes," the other answered ; and was saying, " We shall 
laave" -- but before the words he intended to follow. 
oould be uttered, the vessel was overwhelmed with a huge 
wave, which they had mistaken for a dark cloud. 

The water rushed down the companion ; the captam. 
awakened by the noise, thrust his way on deck. All waa 
ailent, except thti rush of wattlr. I concluded we were 
awamped ; and lifted up my heart in prayer to God, com
mending our souls to Him, and expected the vessel was our· 
eoffiD in the ocean. By and bye, I perceived there was a 
little motion ; at length I heard the voice of thti chief mate, 
1111,ying, " By --, if you do, you will lose the ship ! " From 
which I inferred that he and the captain differed in theia
judgment what course to adopt in the emergency. Whoee 
-opinion was acted upon. I never inquired, but,. we escaped, 
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Providentially, the hatches were fastened down, and, like a' 
barrel in the water, our vessel, which was in ballast, rose to 
tlie surface. I thought at the time that my wife and chil
dren were asleep, and as nothing could be done, I would not 
disturb them; but I afterwards fonnd my wife was awake, 
and, like myself, thinking we were going down in deep water, 
commended our souls to the Saviour. 

· I suppose it had been some such swell of the ocean oft" 
this Cape of Storms that had engulfed the " Bridekirk." 
"In perils in the sea;" " in deaths oft." 

Friday, 17th.-The wind became fair, and we ran to AI. 
goo. Bay. Here I and my family went on shore, and took 
lodgings, as the packet was to go to Bird Island, and 
would return to this port. 

While at this place, I had an interview with a man who 
had been at Port Natal,from whom I learnt that the popu
lation there was sparse near the port, but more numerous 
in the interior; that a Mr. Hine is there with Chaka, the 
Zulu Chief, and also a Mr. Farewell, who resides at Port 
Natal, and that he would welcome a Missionary. 

While at .A.lgoa Bay, I wished to visit Bethelsdorp, but 
was too feeble; and Dr. Mayer, who was here,-the same
who ea.me to see me at Green Fountain,-advised me not to 
attempt the journey, though I was much better, and, be
thought, in a fair way of recovery. Perceiving the benefit 
I had derived from the voyage here, he advised me to pro
ceed to England, to insure restoration to health and vigour. 

Saturday, 24th.-The packet having returned from Bird 
· Island, we re-embarked, to proceed to Table Bay. We 
had light and variable winds, until we reached 0ape 
Aguhlas, when north-west gales set in, and we were after 
that driven about, nntil Friday, July 28th, when we were 
obliged to run into Plettenburg Bay for provisions and 
fnel. Every piece of wood that could be spared had been 
used for cooking, until we had neither food nor fuel left. 
Oaptain Morche had g9ne on shore, and was unable to 
return, as by .some mismanagement the boat had drifted 
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out to sea during the night, and was lost. Much 
discontent was manifest among the crew, some of whom 
came with angry complaint to me. I replied, " You see I 
and my family are in the same condition as yourselves." 
However, we shared the little food we had lea with them, 
even to a loaf reserved for my boys. 

Saturday, August 9th.-The men got up the anchor, 
with the intent, if possible, to run through the breakers on 
the bar of the Breede Riviere. The hatches were all 
fastened down, and all who were not required to work the 
vessel were below, except myself; for I was too anxious 
about the result not to see what it would be; and a.e the 
waves o&n wa.ehed over the deck, I was la.shed to the 
ma.et for personal safety. One man stood on the bowsprit, 
and one went to the foretop, to look out for the channel of 
the river. The first mate stood at the helm, and with a 
good breeze, after many turns and much tossing, we got 
into the river and cast anchor. 

From want of proper diet,-for one or two days we had 
dined on Penguin eggs,-exposure, and wetting, my health 
broke down again, and was worse than when we arrived at 
.Algoa Bay. I was a.esieted by two of the men to get on 
shore, for I could not walk alone. Bread, mutton, &c., 
were procured, but I had no appetite; yet I wa.e thankful 
for food for my family and for the crew. 

Friday, 15th.-Having obtainoo. provision, and taken ina 
cargo of wheat, we dropped down the river, to take the first 
opportunity of wind and tide to get over the bar at the 
entrance. 

Monday, 25th.-Last night came to anchor in Table Bay; 
having been sixty-two days in that small vessel, tossed with 
tempest alternately from south-west and·north-east. But 
God has preserved us. To hie name be praise ! 

Sent a note to the Rev. Mr. Snowdall, who came to ua 
with a boat, and took us on shore, and procured a convey
ance to the Mission House. 

Monday, September 8th.-Consulted Dr. Murray, 
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physician to the forces here, who prescribed for me, ud 
gave directioas respecting diet, &c. He gives me encourage. 
ment; but I am very feeble, and my ankles and legs are 
much swollen, aa they were at Maquassi before my attack of 
dropsy. 

Saturday, 27th.-Riding out to day, and seeing a number 
of persons standing near the place where criminals are usu
ally punished, I drew near, and found preparation made 
for executing a poor slave, who was under sentence of death 
for having threatened the life of his master. The Dutcla. 
Clergyman, Rev. Mr. Berringer, offered prayer; then tJae 
culprit ascended the platform, and the executioner began 
his preparation ; but before it was complete, an official 
galloped to the spot, bringing a respite. This was made 
known to the poor fellow ; but I saw no aigns of joy in 
him. He descended in a sullen mood, as if he thought 
strangling better than life to him. 
·· There were also a number of criminals under sentence 
to be punished with flogging and branding for divers 
offences. I was curious to witness the proceeding, and 
waited until two or three of them had received their 
punishment. They were brought, one at a time, to an 
upright plank, to which they were drawn up by a cord on 
a pulley, with their breaat to the board, and so high that 
only with their toea they could juat touch the ground. to 
prevent them springing to and fro. Then a. person 
appointed for the purpose, with a bundle of elastic rods in 
his left hand, came, and, taking one rod at a time in his 
right hand, laid forty stripes save one on.the naked back; 
for the Dutch acted upon the Jewish law in that respect. 
These, however, were quite sufficient to make the back 
qnite raw, down which blood first began to ff.ow, then bits 
of the flesh. This part over, the flogger stepped a.aide, and 
another person took a red hot iron with la.rg'e letters on 
the end, out of a fire, in a grate close by, &nd applied the 
letters to the raw back, from which a steam arose, and a 
alight hiss could be heard, as when a coal ia oaat into 
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'Wil.ter. Some kind of fluid contained in a pail, which 
-stood close by, was applied to the part, and then the poor 
wretch waa let down, and another was brought to the 
place ; and so on until the whole had been through the 
painful process; but I did not stop to witneaa the torture 
of more than two. 

Monday, 29th.-Mr. and Mrs. Whitworth amved in the 
"Usk," bringing their son with them, all well. 

During the month of October, I suffered a serious 
relapse. There seems to be an internal abecess which 
gathers and breaks at intervals of about throo months, at 
which times I am reduced almost to utter helplessneu, 
with lose of sleep and appetite. The Lord alone is m7 
refuge. If it be Thy will, 0 God, heal me ! If not, give 
me grace to suffer as a Christian! Being apparently 
unablti to stand tht1 warm weather coming on, Hr, Whit
worth tenderly wrote to me on the subject of another sea 

· voyage. On conversing with my sympathizing brethren, 
they euggeeted a medical consultation ; to this I agreed, 
and, on its being named to Dr. Murray, he had no objections, 
and brought with him Dr. Thompson. The next day Dr. 
Thompso11 delivered to me this certificate. 

" CA.PB OI' Goo» HoP•, 
October 24th, 1825. 

"WE hereb7 certify that we have minutely esamiped 
into, and maturely ·considered, the case of the Rev. S. 
Broadbent, of the W eeleyan Missionary Society ; and that 
it is our opinion that he should embark for England with 
aa little delay as possible, it appearing to ua abeolutely 
neceeeary that he should leave the eolon7 before the 
fletting in of the hot season, and obtain the benefit of a aea 
voyage, and a change to a cold climate. · 

(Signed) "JOHN llUBJU.Y, M:.D., 
WILLI.A.K TBOKPBON, 

Bur(lfOf' l,o Ute Forces." 
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Dr. Hurray said, "You are yet young, and have had & 

good constitution, which may rally in your native climate;; 
and we have more hope from that than from any medical 
treatment." 

He added, " We lose many of the soldiers by their 
remaining in the oountry ; they suffer relapses, and there 
is no saving their lives ; but I have no doubt many would 
recover if they could return home." 

With this medical testimony, and the unanimous opinion 
of my friends and Missionary brethren, there was h:ft no 
alternative but to submit, and leave the country. I record, 
with gratitude to my brethren, and the several medical 
gentlemen who had attended me since I came into the 
colony, my testimony to their urbanity, and uniform 
kindness shown me. 

At this period H.M. ship, the " Lieven," was at anchor 
in Table Bay, in which the Rev. W. Threlfall had sailed to 
Delagoa Bay. Mr. Whitworth thought it desirable, on 
several grounds, that we should embrace the opportunitT 
to have an interview with her commander, the Hon. 
Commodore Owen, aa he had been very kind to Mr. 
Threlfall, and knew much about the stl\te of the popula
tion on the East coast. We accordingly waited on him on 
board, were received very courteously, and had a free 
conversation with him in the state cabin of the Frigate. 
He. told of the desolating effects of the Portuguese slave 
trade on the coast of Mozambique ; and spoke very kindly 
to me; saying that he bad suffered in a similar way 
when on the Bombay station. 

A brig, the "Kerswell," was also in the Bay, taking in 
cargo for London; and hearing a favourable report of her 
Commander, Captain Armstrong, Mr. Whitworth engaged 
for us a passage to England. 

November 17th.-Thia morning I was utterly unable to 
attend to the necessary preparation for the voyage; but by 
the kindness of my brethren, Messrs. Whitworth and 
Snowdall, who assisted my dear wife, I was brought OJL 
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board, which seemed as an eacape from death; for apparently 
that must have been the iaaue, if I had remained longer on 
shore. These brethren and the two Bechuana youths• 
took an affectionate leave of me. I shall have more to 
atate respecting theae young men hereafter. 

I find among the memoranda of my late dear wife the. 
following entry at this period. 

"As the result of a consultation of physician& is, that· 
we should sail for England with as little delay as possible, 
on account of my dear husband's extre~dy debilitated. 
state of body, we take it up as a croas, and intend to do_.:. 
aa the last resort for the recovery of his health. May· 
God, in His boundless mercy, bleas the means fol' the
recovery of His servant, if it be His will ! 

" A passage has been taken for us on board a vessel in the
Bay, and my husband is urged to go on board at once for 
the benefit of the sea air; he being evidently worse on •· 
warm day than on a cool one. 1 am very much hurried in 
preparing for ao long a voyage. Captain Armstrong has 
called, and says we are to sail on the 17th instant; and 
our boxes must be on board the day before. 

"17th.-My dear husband was so very ill this morning, 
that it seemed, after all my preparations, we should not 
get him on board ; for it appeared to me that he was dying. 
Indeed, I have not seen him ao ill before. A train of 
thought rushed into my mind, and so perplexed me, that I 
did not know what to do. I could not go on with my 
packing until l;lr. and Mrs. Whitworth and Mr. Snowdall 
came in and kindly assisted me; and ao, by mid-day, onr· 
boxea were sent off'; and my husband being a little 
revived, Mr. Waterhouse obtained a conveyance, in which 
he rode to the jetty, and, with the assistance of Mr. Snow
dall and C. T. Thornhill, Esq., was got into the boat. 
They came on board, and took an affectionate leave of us .. 
I felt keenly at parting with our friends, perhaps never t,c,. 
see them again in this world." 
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lly old and hospitable friend and brother, the BeY. A. 
Faure, formerly at Graaf-Reinett, now of C&pe Town, 
came with a large hamper filled with nch things as he and 
his good lady judged would be aerviceable to ua and the 
children. May the Lord reward them ! · 

I l~ave South Africa because I must; I am not deserting 
the cause, or the brethren there, whom I love in the 
truth : they have been very kind to me, and I regret my 
departure. 
. I will conclude this personal nsrrative by stating that 

ld:r. and lira. Whitworth also returned to England. We 
met once more in the flesh, when he gave me an embrace 
such as none except old companions in tribulation give, aa 
he exclaimed, " Well, Broadbent, who ever expected to see 
;you again in this world P" I replied, " It was very doubt
ful, when we parted on board the 'Kerawell' in Table Bay, 
whether I should live to arrive in England." "Doubt
fol ! " he exclaimed ; " if you doubted, nobody else did ; for 
they were BUre ;you would not ! " 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Ri:•OPJ.NING of the Mission to the Baroloogs-ReT. R. Mofl'att an<I 
.B. Berend-The A11peal of the Barolong Chiefs to them-Tbe
Mautatees-Critical Positiou,and Escape-Battle, and its Results
Sifl'onello's Lament-Gratitude of the Barolong Chiefs-Berend's
noble Conduct-Proors of Sifl'onello 's Innocence of the Cliargc made 
by Waterboer-Mr. Hod~soo and Party meet with Sifl'oncllo at 
Moos-Proceed to Maq11assi-Scene of Desolation-Proposed Site· 
of the new Towo-Silfonello joins the Bergenaars in on Attack on 
his Enemy-Is defeated-Retnl'lls-Very ill-Again leave Ma
qnassi-Visit to the Enemy, Militsani-Colonial Government order 
the Griquas to restore Silfooello's Cattle. 

AFTER the personal record of tne preceding chapter, I 
resume the narrative of the Bechuana Mission, from which, 
as the readerwill be convinced, I was compelled to withdraw,. 
unless I had resolved very speedily to be buried in Africa .. 
I was, however, very sorry to be reduced to this necessity; 
for I had been from my native home little more than ten 
years, and had no desire to leave the Mission field; but, on 
the contrary, felt such an interest in the Mission to the· 
Barolongs especially, that, notwithstanding the cloud 
hanging over it when I left Griqualand, I was very 
.anxious to return, not being convinced in my own mind· 
that justice had been done to Silfonello and his people by 
the Griqua Chiefs. Aleo, I knew that the Rev. James 
Archbell was on his journey to that country; but being a 
stranger there, and having to pass through a part of 
Griqualand before he would cnme to the Barolonge, I 
feared that he might receive impressions prejudicial to the 
latter. · 
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However, my mind was relieved on this BUbject by 
receiving, while yet in Albany, letter& from my old 

• colleague, informing me that he had made arrangement.a 
to return to the Bechuana country with Mr. .Archbell. 
I had confidence in their courage and prudence; and 
knowing the respect in which Mr. Hodgson was held by 
the Barolongs, my hopes revived respecting the Mission. 

In a letter dated March 12th, 1825, the Rev. E. 
Edwards writes : " It will afford satisfaction to you to hear 
that Siffonello was perf edly innocent, and also that the 
'llantateea under Ma.karee not only drove Siffonello from 
'hiil town, but actually followed him down the Yellow River 
as far as about one kalf se-0ff (half a stage) of this side of 
· :Mooe, that iii, to the westward of it. 

" After Siffonello fled from the Griquas, he was again 
.pursued by Ma'karee into the Barolong country, where the 
· same party attacked Mr. Moffatt's wagons on hie return 
from a visit to Ma'kaba, King of the Wa.n'keteeens. Mr. 
·:Moffatt very fortunately escaped in consequence of having 
with him a Chief of Griqualand, with a strong party of 

:]iorsemen. 
"Siffonello lost many of his men in fighting with the 

:Mantatees in the Ba.rolong country. Sa.bbedere was 
killed, and others. Had you been at Maquassi when the 

. attack waa made, you would, with your family, in all 
_probability, have laid your bones with the savage 
murderers. The Mantatees have been carrying devasta
.tion and death in almost every direction, and the country 
in the interior is full of them. At present there is no 
.prospect of doing anything in the Bechuana country, and 
.travelling is not safe. The London Missionaries have been 
-obliged to ffy from Latakoo. Truly our prospects are dark 
,indeed. 

"The brethren Hodgson and Archbell arrived in Griqua
land a few' weeks ago, a.nd are now at Campbell." 
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Before producing further evidence on the subject of 
Sitronello's full acquittal of the things laid to his charge, I 
will quote from Mr. Moffatt, where he gives an account of 
the attack on his wagons mentioned in the extract just 
given. 

" Everything being arranged to the entire satisfaction 
of all parties, two of our number, Karso and Hendrick, 
remained behind with their wagons, in order to hunt 
elephants, while Berend Berend and his company proceeded 
towards the Barolongs, with the intention of starting off' 
in another direction to hunt; when I expected to be left 
to return with only my half-dozen attendants. This was 
the plan ; but after halting at a pool for the night, Berend 
and his party, for some reason, came to the unexpected 
rellt!llution of ret,urning homewards, having already bartered 
for a quantity of ivory with the Banangketsi. 

" As we proceeded, we were met on the following day by 
three messengers from Tauane, begging the Griquas to 
come with all speed to the assistance of the Barolongs, who 
were expecting an attack from the Mantatees, who were 
within the confines of the town. As it was impossible, 
from the want of water, to take any other route than 
through the Barolong territories, which we would gladly 
have done, to avoid coming in contact with so savage and 
warlike a body, we travelled with all haste. On reaching 
the town early next morning, such was the scene of con
fusion which met our eyes, that we were persuaded it was 
in the hands of the enemy. Here we found Sebonello, 
the Barolong Chief, with whom our Wesleyan brethren, 
Messrs. Hodgson and Broadbent, had been labouring near 
the Yellow River, and who had been attacked and driven 
from his home by the same enemy. The confusion having 
in a measure· subsided, and it being discovered that the 
enemy were not so near as it was rumoured, the Barolong 
Chiefs, with- about one thousand armed men, came and 
seated themselves before our wagons, and used every 
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argument in their power to induce the Griquas t.o unite· 
with them in repelling the marauders." 

Here I may remark, these Griquas were not under 
Waterboer, of Griqua Town, nor did they acknowledge his 
authority, or of those with him, who had imposed the fine 
of six hundred head of cattle on Siffonello. 

"Tauane spoke to the following effect:-' You see how 
many human bones lie scattered on the plain, and how 
many of us are dying from hunger,-the result of lut 
year's scourge, when the Mantatees drove us from Kunuana. 
If you do not help us, we must all perish. Towards the 
setting sun is a desert without water : towards the sunrise 
there is no rest from the Mantatees. On one side is 
Mokaba, rp.y enemy ; on the other the Mantatees are 
approaching, who will destroy us all ; and I still dread 
Mothibi.' . 

• "Sebonello, who appeared a fine intelligent man, remarked, 
' I have lost my all, and I see no alternative but to fight 
or die.' We all felt perplexed, and recommended the· 
Barolongs to remove with us towards the Kuruman. This 
they would not do, owing to an old enmity between them 
and the Batlapis. The party we had left behind, (to whom 
we sent warning of th~ir danger,) did not make their 
appearance. We waited a day, hoping they would arrive ; 
but as the reports about the dreaded horde were rather 
dubious, we left next day at noon. After travelling about 
twelve miles, we halted in the bed of the Malopo River, 
which lies in latitude 25• 40', a.nd flows westward. Soon 
after halting, and when I had taken up my pen to put 
down a few notes, a man was observed running towards us 
from a neighbouring height, who, on reaching the wagon, 
was in a state of great exhaustion and terror. We learned, 
after many inquiries, that he had been taken prisoner by 
the people we were dreading, and who were at a distance, 
preparing to attack the town; that two hundred warriors 
had left the main body, and brought him as a guide, to 
attack the Barolong outposts ; that they were to attack 
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the flying Barolongs on the west, while the main body was 
to fall on the town from the ea.at. On seeing the wagons, 
and learning from their guide that they were white 
people's. travelling houses, they suddenly fled, and he 
escaped; but he added, he thought they would attack us. 
It was near sunset before the party could be induced to 
send out a few horsemen, in order to ascertain if there 
were any footmarks in the direction from which the man 
came. They had not been absent more than .thirty 
minutes, when one came galloping back with the intelli
gence that the Bakari, or Mantatees, were actually there ; 
and as I had entreated them not to shoot any, they 
wanted to know what they were to do P Berend strongly 
urged them to go with additional men, and to try either to 
speak to them, or frighten them, as an attack on our 
defenceless camp during the night would, in all probability, 
end in the whole of us being butchered; and to flee, • 
leaving all behind, would only make us an easier prey. 

"I accordingly set off with a few additional horsemen; 
and when we came in sight, they began to. move off; but 
whep. we halted, they did so too. Their appearance was 
extremely fierce and savage, and their attitude very 
menacing. It was evident that they were reluctant to 
depart, which was a. convincing proof that a night attack 
was premeditated ; and when it was growing dark they 
compelled us to retreat, till a few shots were fired into the 
air, when they again fled; and we pursued, hoping to 
increase their fright. We overtook one, whom we sur
rounded for the purpose of informing him who we were, 
and that we had no intention of doing them harm. He 
stood with his shield and war axe in his left hand, and a 
spear in' his right, raised as if in the act of hurling it. I 
confess I never saw anything so fiend-like as that man ; 
and concluded that if he was a specimen of his tribe, all 
hope had fled for the Barolongs. His body lubricated 
with grease and charcoal ; a large, round cockade of black 
ostrich feathers on his head; his eyes glaring with rage; 
while his op~n mouth, displaying his white teeth, poured 

It 
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.forth the most opprobrious epithets and obscene curses, 
threatening to give our flesh to the hyrenas, and our eyes 
to the crows, when he made a run first at one of us, and 
then at another. One of the men, in order to frighten 
him, fired a ball directly over his head, when he fell; and 
the horsemen rushed forward to seize him before he rose; 
but he was too expert, and made us turn away in no little 
confusion; and had it not been for the fear of losing his 
spear, it would certainly have been plunged into one of 
our number. It was now becoming too dark to make any 
further attempts; and we let him go, and turned in the di
r~ction of our wagons, which were about seven miles distant. 

"We had not proceeded many paces, when we were 
alarmed to find that we were surrounded by those who we 
supposed had fled, but who had eecreted themselves among 
the bushes ; and, aided by the darkness, were closing in 
upon our small party. Head after head rose above the 
bushes, when the yell commenced. This was a critical 
moment; and the men who were with me behaved admira
bly; for, instead of levelling some, in order to obtain 
egress, a few shots were fired into the sand before the 
horses' heads, when we galloped through what appeared 
the weakest part; but many were the javelins which they 
threw. This was a nan·ow escape; for if a horse had 
fallen, which is common in the dark, amidst bushes, sticks, 
and stones, he and his rider would have been instantly 
covered with spears. The enemy were again pursued with 
some blank shots, when, hastening back to the wagons, we 
were alarmed by the reports of muskets, which convinced 
us that they had been attacked by the enemy. It was 
with some difficulty we joined our companions, owing to a 
party hovering around, who in the dusk of the evening 
had n1shed out of the reeds in the river, and driven the 
men, who were left, from the wagons, which they struck 
with their war axes, as if t~cy were living things. They 
thrust their hands into the boiling pots on the fire, and 
.seized the meat. Not seeing the main body, part of which 
we ~ been pursuing, make its appearance, according to 
th cu· plan, they retired, but not before one was wounded, if 
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-not more. The night was a sleepless one ; and, before day 
.-dawned, meeeengere arrived from the town, soliciting the 
Griquas, with the most earnest entreaties, to return, as an 
immediate attack wae expected ; and the knowledge of 
horsemen being there might alarm the invaders, and eave 
the town. To this Berend would not have agreed, but for 
the sake of some of our party who were yet behind; and 
who, it wae justly feared, might fall into the hands of the 
~emy. In the morning, of eix Barolong spies who had 
been sent out, two only returned, the othe1·s having been 
killed. In the evening, some thousand warriore left the 
town, accompanied by seven or eight horsemen, with tlie 
-confident hope that the enemy would flee when they made 
their appearance. They had not proceeded three miles 
from the town, before they saw the whole body moving 
-Onward with lighted torches. Both parties halted at no 
.great distance from each other. When morning dawned, 
they looked one another in · the face ; and the enemy, 
instead of being intimidated, rushed, like a mighty black 
wave, upon the Barolongs, who fled. Sebonello's party, 
who were of a bolder character, resisted for some minutes, 
during which time seventeen of his men fell, among whom 
were his three brothers. 

" The horsemen, seeing that they ·were not to be fright
-ened by appearances, and that the loss of life would be 
terrible, fired a few shots among the enemy, which arrested 
their progress. They fled from the horsemen ; but seeing 
a large party of Barolongs attempting to take their cattle, 
they surrounded them, and would have cut down the 
last man, had they not been again dispersed by the horse
men, when they appeared panic-stricken, and fled. The 
:Barolongs rallied, not to fight, but to seize the cattle, with 
which they decamped ...... . 

"When most of the inhabitants had congregated round our 
wagons near the river, where we were first attacked, it was 
affecting to see the different families meet again. 

" Considering their situation they were wonderfully 
cheerful; but there were bleeding hearts ; and it was a 
melting scene to witness the return of Sebonello, and espe-
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cially when he exclaimed, 'Of all my friends, I only am 
left! ' We assembled our company in the evening, recorded. 
the mercies of the day, and felt devoutly thankful for the 
deliverance that had been granted. 

" Tauane, Goutse, and Sebonello, with other Chiefs, came 
to Berend, and, in the most feeling manner, thanked him 
for his assistance. They said they felt this the more, as 
they had learnt from prisoners who escaped, that it was the 
determination of the enemy to attack the town on both 
sides, set it on fire, and destroy all the people, if they could. 

" On the following morning an event occurred worthy of 
record. Some of Berend's people had brought droves of 
fine fat cattle belonging to the enemy, which had been 
taken from the Barolongs, who, instead of fighting, had 
seized the animals and fled. According to established 
right, they were the property of Berend and his people, 
and every one supposed they would be claimed by him. 
These cattle, amounting to several hundreds, were col
lected, and Tauane and Sebonello were called, many of 
them having been taken by the enemy from the latter. 
Berend said to them, 'These cattle I give to you; divide 
them among you. One or two for my people to slaughter 
on the road are all that I 1·equire.' Sebonello received 
this most disinterested kindness with lively feelings of 
heartfelt gratitude, for he and his people were entirely 
destitute. This was an act which astonished the multitude 
of spectators; many held their hands on their mouths, to 
signify their amazement." 

It would interest the reader, as well as be gratifying to my
self, to continue Mr.Moffatt's narrative; but I beg to refer to 
his interesting volume. There is, however, one more short 
extract I must make, as bearing immediately on my object. 

"Before separating, some trifling European articles were 
brought, which had been picked up on the field of battle. 
These were once the property of Mr. Broadbent, and had 
been taken from his station when the enemy attacked Sebo, 
nello. Some of our men had seen several of the warriors 
with pieces of linen tied round their legs, and remru·ked that 
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~e of the slain appeared as if hie legewere burned, and bound 
up with a piece of a shawl. Thie wa,e explained by the man 
who had been taken a prisoner. Among the articles they had 
seized was a bag containing several pounds of gunpowder. 
When seated around their different fires, this bagwae brought 
out, to examine its contents, supposing them medicine or 
something to be eaten. One tasted, another smelled, a 
third said, ' Put it into the hot ashes ; it is seed, and needs 
roasting.' In went the bag, when presently a fearful ex
plosion took place, which threw them all on their backs, 
scattering the live coals in every dh·ection. As soon as 
they recovered their senses, they started up and fled from 
the spot, some exclaiming, ' More 'Ila sethwnfe, It is the ex
ploder's medicine,' i. e. gunpowder." 

Thi.a acccunt by Mr. Moffatt is substantially correct; but 
another version of the occurrence was given by a man who 
had his legs sorely scorched, and one of my wife's muslin 
gowns wrapped round them. 

He said, that after several of them had expressed their 
opinions on what this powder was, one said, "Theeemakoas, 
never eat their food when raw ;" and he had no doubt if 
this was cooked it would be eatable. Forthwith the bag 
was taken to the fire. It was of leather, made from the 
akin of a large goat, and contained three or four pounds of 
coarse gunpowder, and about as much fine, the latter being 
in brown paper parcels of one pound each. 

The man said, when brought to the fire it exploded, Too ! 
then too ! too ! too !-that they were thrown on their backs; 
and that, when able ~ rise, they fled to the adjacent hills, 
~d the whole night lest too ! too ! should come again. 
I left a small pocket pistol which was loaded, on the wall 
close to my bed. They did not know what it was, but tried 
tp separate the iron and braes by burning the stock. Thie 
also went off with too ! and wounded one of the party. Then 
they were afraid to put any more things in the fire; and my 
teleecope,quadrant, writing-desk, and a valuable work-box 
of my wife's, made in India, were hammered to pieces with 
:atones. The broken telescope is now in my poeeeeeion. 
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The preceding extracts bring out incidentally the fact,. 
that the enemy encountered had previously attacked Siffo
nello at Maquaeei, and demonstrate hie innocence of the 
accusation of Waterboer and hie party, and their injustice
in levying on him a fine of six hundred head of cattle. I 
always doubted his guilt from my observation of hie cha-· 
racter ; some few noble traits of which appear in the preced
ing extracts. On the difference in Mr. Moffatt'e and our or- · 
thography of hie name, it is on.lynecessaryto remark, that :Mr; 
Moffatt has followed the hard pronunciation of the Griquas-: 
the softer one indicated by the letter Fis more in accordance 
with the manner in which the Barolongs pronounce it. 

The extracts also serve to show the distracted state of the 
country, when my successor, with my former colleague,. 
entered it, to resume the Mission to the Barolongs. 

I cannot refrain here from mentioning that, of the three· 
brothers of Siffon"llo, who were slain in the battle just 
mentioned, one of them, the oldest, Sabbedere, was the first. 
Barolong Chief we met with on our entering the country in 
1822. He was Chief in command of the warriors of Siffo-· 
ii.ello, between whom and himself there seemed to be a 
sincere attachment. During the rest of his life, the Chief 
deplored the loss of Sabbedere as a faithful counsellor, and 
skilful and brave commander. Sabbedere was uniformly 
respectful and kind to us. Poor fellow ! in the action with· 
the enemy in which he lost his life, after laying six of them. 
dead at bis feet, be fell, pierced with many spears, and was. 
then chopped to pieces ! 

At this period the Rev. Messrs. Hodgson and Archbell,. 
Wesleyan Missionaries, had arrived in the disquieted . 

· region, to attempt once more, in the name of the Lord, to 
set up the banner of truth and peace, and introduce those· 
principles which, by the operation of the Divine Spirit,. 
might restore harmony among the distracted tribes. 

On May 14th, 1826, they crossed the Vaal, or Yellow· 
River, and were met by some Korannas, who informed then 
that the much-dreaded Bergenaars were not far off. Thee&' 
were.a class of the Griquas who refused to acknowledge-' 
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Waterboer as Chief, and had collected at a certain berg, ol' 
mountain. Between them and the adherents of Waterboer 
there were bitter animosities and hostile encounters for a 
lengthened period, which was another cause of the troubles 
in that country, and, in fact, greatly aggravated those 

• among the Korannas and Bechuanas at the time. But I 
must not enlarge on this subject, as it is not necessary to 
my purpose, in this account of the foundation of the 
Wesleyan Mission to the Barolongs. · 

"On the 16th," I quote from Mr. Hodgson's Journa.I, 
" we reached the place where Siffonello was fined six hun_
dred head of cattle by the Griquas, for the loss sustained 
when Maquassi was destroyed. 

"24th.-After the morning service, we were visited by 
some Korannas, accompanied by Kogleman, one of tho 
Bergenaars whom I knew, and who gave us the welcome 
intelligence that Siffonello was in the immediate neigh
bourhood of Maquassi, with part of his people. 

"26th.-Had the satisfaction of meeting with Chudeep, 
and several other Korannas, all of whom appeared glad to 
see us again in this country. 

"28th.-Leaving the Vaal River, after travelling two 
hours, we reached Moos, the Station formed by Mr. 
Edwards. In the afternoon we were gratified in seeing 
Siffonello and several of his attendants approach our 
wagons. His joy at seeing us was great, and it was no 
small pleasure to us to meet our old friend. He was on 
ltis way to the Bergenaars to complete an arrangement for· 
an attack upon the people who had defeated him at Maquassi.' 

"3lst.-Siffonello returned from his visit to the Ber; 
genaars, who, we were glad to find, had renounced their 
intention of joining him against his enemies. He now 
wishes us to go immediately to Maquassi, where he will 
join us with his people. • 

"August 6th.-Reached Maquassi in the afternoon with 
mixed feelings of pleasure and pain ; pleasure at the pros
pect of being joined in a few days by Siffonello and his 
people, and of being able to recommence the Station ; and 
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pain from beholding the ruin which appeared. As I rode 
through the old town, I was grieved to see such marks of 
desolation. Most of the houses which I had left occupied 
by inhabitants living together in peace, were burnt down ; 
folds for cattle, gardens, &c., destroyed; here a broken pot, 
and there a broken spoon, &c.,indicated the haste with which • 
the Barolonge had deserted their residence. The remem
brance of past events was painful ; and the people having 
burnt all the graee in expectation of rain, the mountain 
and valley in which we had lived presented a most dismal 
appearance. Arriving at my former residence, I was pained · 
to see Brother Broadbent'e house entirely destroyed, the 
hedge of our gardens burnt, and a remnant of Dr. Clarke's 
Commentary, with detached parts of other valuable publi
cations, as well as pieces of household furniture, scattered 
about, and all rendered useleee. The interpreter ridiculed 
the idea of forming a Mission Station here; his wife sar
castically remarked, we must immediately travel to seek 
water ; and the remainder of the people were sunk in silent 
astonishment and dissatisfaction, while Brother Archbell 
alone appea.red to have hope and spirit to check the mur
muring of the people. Indeed, appearances were such as 
would have depressed me much, had I not had experience 
of the resources of the Station as to grass and water. 

"8th.-Accompanied Siffonello and several of his people 
to view a fountain he had mentioned to us, and adjoining 
which he wished to build hie town. As he gave us permis
sion to occupy the whole valley, embracing sufficient exten~ 
of ground capable of being cultivated for corn as well as 
gardens, we determined to build there, particularly as the 
situation possesses the advantage of being near the. people, 
as well as a fountain promising to yield a sufficient supply 
of water. It is pka8ing to reflect that this fountain was dis
covered by the natives • digging wells, from seeing us 9btain 
water in that manner. 

"9th.-Commenced loading stones for the purpose of 
erecting a house. 

"20th.-Closed the week much fatigued, having been 
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each day occupied in hard manual labo111· from sunrise to 
.sunset." 

Mr. Hodgson had been well brought up and educated, 
was·respectably connected, and had flattering prospects in 
life, all of which he sacrificed to preach the Gospel to the 
heathen. The manual toil in which he engaged, just men
tioned, was necessary in his circumstances, and cheerfully 
undertaken, as connected with his principal object,-to 
effect a settlement among the people with whom he intended 
to dwell as a messenger of peace; and though this end was 
ultimately attained, yet it was not until after many inter
rupticns and sore trials. Hence he writes :-

" Sept. 18th.-A few days ago a message was sent to 
Siffonello th,.t a party of Bergenaars had gone up the V aal 
River, and were expecting him to join them against the 
Chief who had driven him from Ma.quassi, robbed him of 
his cattle, and killed his brother. Last Friday he and seve
ral of his people set off on this painful expedition, which it was 
not in our power to prevent, as, independent of his secret 
arrangement made with the Bergenaars,he seemed bent upon 
revengingthedeath of his brotherSabbedere,-an event which 
seems to affect him much more than the loss of his cattle. 

"25th.-Held with comfort our religious services in our· 
new habitation, which we greatly enjoyed, having been so 
long without a house. 

" 26th.- While engaged in sowing some seed in our 
garden, a report was brought that Siffonello had been 
defeated. In the afternoon he arrived, confirming the 
melancholy intelligence. Siffonello . is quite ill from 
fatigue and anxiety. He had a narrow escape with his 
life ; and, but for the exertions of the Bergenaars, must, 
with all his people, have been surrounded by the enemy. 

"27th.- Visited Siffonello, and found him laid on the 
ground in the yard attached to his inner habitation, very 
ill. He had not been able to consult with his people, and, 
therefo1·e, could not say what steps more were most proper 
to be taken : but he stated it was more than probable that 

his enemies would follow up the advantage they had 
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gained, that be was not in a situation to give them battle, 
and that, therefore, it became imprudent to remain at 
Maquassi. I retired to rest much wearied ; and thoµgh 
not fully expecting it, yet under the impression that we 
might be roused from our slumbers by the sound of war. 
However, our protection is in Him who careth for us. 

"29th.-All the people were in motion early; and we 
had the painful sight of beholding them, under their 
respective Chiefs, quit their habitations and their land, 
while we had the distressing reflection that in a few hours 
we must bend our course in the same direction, and leave 
Maquassi, perhaps, to see it no more. 

"After eight weeks' hard labour at our dwelling-houses, 
gardens, &c., expecting to enjoy family comfo,t; and quiet
ness, after a year spent in travelling, and to attend more 
immediately to our proper mission work, it is indeed a 
painful dispensation to leave. We have now no prospect 
of continuing the Mission, but in travelling with the 
people, until they find a suitable place to reside at; and we 
must reconcile our minds to live many months in a wagon, 
moving from place to place, as prudence or necessity may 
dictate. However, we are with people; and if the Mission 
ultimately succeed, our sufferings and privations will be of 
little account, and, perhaps, not worth naming, when com
pared with what some have endured. I left Maquassi with 
a full heart, though resigned to the painful dispensation; 
and, walking on before the wagons, passed through the 
town, the distressing appearance of which, from being left 
by its inhabitants, added anguish to my feelings ; and 
I could scarcely help weeping over the effects of sin." 

In this unsettled state the brethren and the people con
tw.ued many months; sometimes disturbed by reports of 
the enemy being about to attack them again ; and they 
occasionally fell in with parties of them, called Bataus, or 
Lion people, who, as a tribe, are reported, by Dr. Living
stone, to have become extinct. In fact, these warlike and 
restless hordes became overawed by a threatened attack from 
the more numero118 and powerful tribe called Matabeli. 
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At this period, Mr. Hodgson undertook a perilous 
Mission to Milistani, the Chief of the tribe or remnant of 
various tribes who had combined in the attack on the 
Barolongs. He went in the name of the Lord, as the 
messenger of peace. The following is his a-0count of this visit• 

"March 2nd, 1826.-Lefl; my family early, and joined 
my Koranna companion on a journey to visit the Bataus. 

"3rd.-Slept comfortably last night with my saddle for 
my pillow, and co1rered with one of the native karoBBes. · 

" 4th.-Though- it thundered much, accompanied with 
vivid lightning, we escaped the rain which fell · last night. 
Proceeding on our journey, we met several Bushmen, who 
informed us that the Bataus had removed, and gone 
up the Vaal River towards Tabba, (Siffonello's former 
residence,) in consequence of the expected advance of the 
Matabeli. About noon we rested ourselves and our 
wearied horses at a tflmporary residence of the Bataus. 
Here we found a fountain of most excellent water, abundance 
of grass, and twelve or fourteen hundred deserted houses.' 
About three o'clock, P.M., we again set forward upon the 
path of the Bataus, whom we joined in about two hours 
on the north side of the river, which they had crossed to 
increase the difficulties of the Matabeli, should they 
suddenly advance upon them. 

" We were received by the people, though not with 
expressions of pleasure, yet without the least appearance 
of anything contrary to a disposition to pea-0e. Milistani,' 
the Chief, conducted me to his house, and eat down upon 
the ground, with hie attendants, to learn the object of my 
visit; which being explained to him, Le at once declared 
his wish to be upon friendly terms with us ; accepted the 
present of beads, &c., which I conveyed to him ; and 
confirmed his disposition to peace by ordering a sheep to 
be slaughtered for our use. Some milk was also brought to: 
Us. Milistani stated that we should not be disturbed by 
him at Maquaasi, and avowed hie willingness to make a. 
peace with Siffonello, provided he would engage not to 
bring the Bergenaars against him. He stated that 
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the Matabeli was a powerful tribe, whose language · he 
could not understand; that he apprehended they were in 
pursuit of him ; and that, should this be the case, he 
would proceed higher up the river; but otherwise he 
~ould return to his own country. The Matabeli are 
advancing in the same direction with the people called 
Mantateee, who some time ago made eo much confusion in 
this country, and it ie thought, are either Ka.ffire, or from 
the neighbourhood of Kaffirland. 

" As soon as it was prudent, I wae glad to adjust my 
great coat and kaross upon the ground, and retire to rest, 
to avoid the noise and officious curiosity of the people who 
flocked around me. This afforded me an opportunity of 
reflecting on my situation ; l.'u.rrounded by a host of 
savages accustomed to war and bloodshed; those who 
had laid waste Maqua.sei, destroyed the Mission property, 
and probably would have killed Brother Broadbent and his 
family, had not a kind Providence graciously interposed; 
and who had been led to consider me as the friend of the 
Barolonge, in whose destruction they would no doubt 
rejoice. The Chief inquired if I had not felt fear on 
entering his town; and,upon beinganeweredin the negative, 
-appeared surprised; but he knew not One, without whose 
permission they could not touch a hair of my head. I felt 
satisfaction from the purity of motive with which I was 
acting, and the design I had in view ; and having taken 
-every precautionary measure in my power to secure my 
personal safety, and the euccese of my enterprise, I com
posed myself to sleep without the least difficulty." 

On this same subject I will quote from a letter from Mr. 
Hodgson, dated, "V aal River, March 10th, 1826," addressed 
to myself. 

" I returned a few days ago from opening a friendly 
<:<>mmunication with the Bataus, with whom I remained 
two nights and one day. Milistani the Chief assembled 
his people in a pietcho, and readily obtained from them a 
public sanction to the friendship he had formed with us. 
We should not hesitate to form a Station with this Chief, 
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were we in circumstances to do so, a.nd if he resided a.t a 
permanent residence in his own district, to which he 
intends returning when the country is in a settled state .. 
The Bataus are evidently a mixed race, as their colour, 
dress, &c., show; much more savage in their appearance and 
manners than the Barolongs ; and, I should anticipate, most 
d~sperate in conflict. I saw several articles among .them, 
whic~ must have been obtained in plundering Maquassi; 
such as a piece of red flannel, worn by one of the warriors 
as a shawl; several parts of tinder-boxes; part of a dog 
chain, a small pot, &c., the two latter of which I identified 
as having belonged to you. 

" I slept at Maquassi on my return, and found the 
mountains and adjoining country in the same flourishing 
condition in which you and I found them on our first 
visit. In the gardens are yet growing luxuriantly three· 
peach-trees, one fig-tree, and two vines. I plucked millet,. 
which had grown spontaneously from the seed scattered 
from that left; besides Kaffir corn and pumpkins. It is 
evident irrigation is not necessary for common things." 

In concluding the painful subject of the injustice done 
to Siffonello, I am glad to quote the following extract from a 
communication made by Mr. Hodgson, dated, " Plaat · 
Berg, May 16th, 1827: "-

" We memorialized the Colonial Government on the 
subject of compelling the Griqnas to return Siffonello the 
cattle so unjustly taken from him, after Maquas'si was 
destroyed by the Bataus, or otherwise granting him some 
remuneration, in consequence of Mr. Melville having been 
accessory to levying the fine. 

"The Colonial Government has taken up the subject 
most properly, and Sir A. Stockenstroom has most spiritedly 
compelled the Griquas to consent to return all the cattle 
by five instalments. The first instalment of one hundred 
head of cattle was paid about six weeks ago, and we hope· 
the remainder will be paid according to agreement. The 
Griquas are much afraid." 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

SEnLIDIENT at Plaat Berg - Another at Bnchuaap, with B. 
Bcrend-Visit to Motiilikatsi, the powerful Chief of the Matabeli, 
or Znlus-Siffoncllo's Death-Sacceeded by Moroko, his Son
Signs of spiritual and intelleetnal Life-Baptism of nine Adults
God's gracious Work progressing-The lnstrnmentality God has 
lilessed to effect the Change which has been wro"ngbt iu thnt Land. 

AFTER tbe interruptions and delays, occasioned by the 
ware and troubles recorded in the preceding chapter, the 
brethren left their temporary sojourn near the V aal River 
on June 27th, 1826. The time here had not been lost; 
but employed in the study of Sichuana, spoken by the 
Barolongs, and other Bechuana tribes, as a help to which 
I had left my collection of words and sentences, together 
with some elementary materials for the construction of a 
grammar. On this subject, the Rev. Jamee Archbell, who 
had taken a printing-press, type, &c., wrote:-" We printed 
our first school-book, and made what preparations we could 
for future objects, whenever it should please the Lord to 
give us a resting place; not knowing at this time that 
Hie design was so soon to be accomplished. It appeared 
the people were afraid to settle at their old place, Maquaeei; 
so, having discovered a fountain, though not everything 
they could wish, yet apparently suitable to their neceeeity 
at the time, and meeting the views of the people, they 
1·emoved to it on the 22nd July, 1826, and named it Plaat 
Berg, from a flat mountain adjoining; but the Bechuanae 
-called it Mottana Pietse, or 'the jaw bone of a wild horse,' 
which was the first thing found by the Chief near the 
fountain when he went to inspect it. 

-• Plaat Berg, therefore, became the Wesleyan Bechuana 
Mission Station, which, since the period of its commence
ment, has been the scene of variollB success. After the 
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necessary buildings were erected, and the general affairs 
·brought into something like o'rder, we began a school, 
in which we employed the elementary productions of our 
printing-press, and though not with all the effect we could 
desire, yet not in vain." 

• 

In July, 1828, Mr. Hodgson left Plaat Berg to commence 
a Mission at Buchuaap, with the Griquas under Berend 
13arendtzi; and the Station at Plaat Berg became the 
charge of Mr. Archbell, with an assistant from Graham's 
Town. From this period the number of the people on the 
Stations gradually increased, and the school, the two 
following years, exhibited a very interesting appearance. 
At the close of 1830, two hundred scholars were upon the 
·school-books, who had made considerable progress in 
elementary instruction, both in Dutch and Sichuana, 
.Some read the Bible; some the Testament; who also 
had made some proficiency in writing and arithmetic, 
-especially in Dutch : the Sichuana scholars read small 
·1essons. 

From Plaat Berg, Mr. Hodgson wrote to me, May 16th, 
1827:-

" It will give you pleasure to hear that we are now 
most co:nfortably and promisingly fixed at this place, 
with our old friends Siffonello, Mutsagari, and five other 
Chiefs. We have had a hard and long struggle, I assure 
_you ; but feel ourselves already repaid in the satisfactory 
results -appearing among the natives ; the growing 
·ascendancy we appear to have over them ; the delightful 
situation we have been led to choose fo\-a Station, and the 
-continued importance of this Mission as a field of labour. 
Jn outward matters we are comfortable; in houses, gardens, 
cattle-folds, &c. ; and the Station is gradually improving," 

The following extract from a communication made at 
this time, from the Rev. W. J. Shrewsbury, to the 
·Committee, dated in Cape Town, August 18th: " We 
1iave been greatly comforted by letters from the brethren 
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Hodgson and A.rohbell, of whom we had heard nothing for 
several months. Their letters display a fine Missionary 
spirit; and, after having endured many privations and 
trials, they begin to have some prospect of success among 
the Bechuanas, and the exceedingly populous tribes in the 
interior northwards. They have forwarded to us a copy of 
the first impression of a small elementary work in the 
Sichuana, by means of which the knowledge of letters will 
be introduced among the barbarous and uncivilized natives. 
This little book of fifteen pages may be regarded as the 
harbinger of good for all future generations; good that 
shall remain to eternity." 

"The following extracts of a letter from Mr. Archbell. 
dated Plaat Berg, December 31st, 1829, present another, 
and apparently promising, opening for Missionary exertions 
in Africa. Thus the hitherto unknown and unpenetrated 
domains of paganism are unfolding before us ; regions 
where Satan has his seat, and riots in cruelty and blood
shed. The influence of the character and well-understood 
objects of the Missionaries of Christ continue3 to precede 
them into other tribes; and, however imperfect and mixed 
the motive of the heathen may be, they welcome them to 
commence their labours. In this we again see the 
preparing and directive hand of God. 

" 'I lately mentioned my intention to visit some of the· 
eastern and southern tribes, with a view of ascertaining 
the practicability of establishing Missions in those parts, 
and of uniting our Kaffir and Bechuana Missions. 

"' Accordingly, about the middle of October, I left Plaat 
Berg, and, after travelling twelve days through a depopu
lated cotmtry, I came to an immense nation who call 
themselves Zulus. Their towns are numerous, and densely 
spread over a country two hundred miles in extent, and 
one of the finest I ever beheld. They are under a. Chief of 
the name of Motsilikatsi, a brother of the late Chaka, from 
whom he fled with many followers, about twelve years ago. 
When he left Chaka, he had few cattle; but having made· 
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his way into the interior by force of arms, he took the 
property of its tribes; some of whom he annihilated, and 
others he took prisoners, and allowed them to live tributary 
to him, and thereby increased his strength. 

" 'On our arrival, this heathen King did every thing in his 
power to excite our admiration, He assembled an immense 
concourse of his people, who slaughtered cattle, sung, and 
danced to an extent unusual ....... Whilst with Motsilika.tsi, 
I took the opportunity of ascertaining how far the residence 
of white men among his people would be acceptable; and 
endeavoured to show him the difference between those who 
visit a country for the sake of secular gain, and those who 
reside among them for the purpose of teaching them the 
way of true happiness, or, as our Bechuanas express it, 
the way "to sleep well." He had heard of my residence 
with Siffo!lello ; and two of his councillors have just 
returned from the Kuruman, which has had a salutary 
effect. He appeared wishful for white men and Missionaries 
to be among them. "For then," said he, "they will tell 
me the good news of God. I shall be able to sleep well, 
and people will come to see me, and bring horses, &c., and 
we shall be like Siffonello and the Batlapi." That is the 
people with whom the Rev. R. Moffatt resides, who also 
had visited Motsilikatsi.' " 

About this time, Siffonello, the Ba.rolong Chief, ended 
his life, of troubles and change, arising mainly from 
the repeated attacks made on him and his people by 
their enemies. He respected Missionaries; though he did 
not fully understand the nature of their object in coming 
to the country ; but a ray of Divine light had penetrated 
the gross darkness of his mind. Mr. Hodgson remarks, 
July 2nd, "Siffonello was very pleasant, and evinced more 
disposition to attend to conversation upon subjects con
nected with the welfare of his soul than I had before seen 
in hitn. He asked if I had seen God, and ma.de other 
inquiries respecting Him ; and, upon being told of a. future 
state of existence, inquired what kind of food we should 

N 
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eat there, &.c. I never felt more forcibly the difficulty of 
conveying spiritual ideas to heathens, arising from the 
carnal views to all spiritual things. Upon being shown 
the small elementary book lately printed in the Sichuana lan
guage, and a part of it being read to him, he appeared greatly 
surprised ; and, upon takinii the book into his hands, asked 
why it would not speak to him. He admitted it was good to 
teach the children to read. His brother, Maquari, who was 
sitting by, remarked, ' We shall never learn, but our children 
ean, and then tell us what God has taught.'" 

Poor fellows! they had never seen a Missionary, nor 
even heard of a book or writing, when we went among 
them. And during the interim between our arrival and 
the time at which Plaat Berg Station was formed, they 
had been driven to and fro by hostile and savage hordes, 
so as not to allow them the opportunity to learn what we 
went to teach them. I believe the Chief desired to be 
taught ; for six years before he asked me, " When will you 
teach us to pray P" God, the Judge of all the earth, will 
do right; and whatever mystery there is in the case of 
Siffonelio, and tens of thousands who have been in similar 
circumstances, we must leave until th~ "day declares" it. 
Siffonello was succeeded by his son Moroko, who yet sur
vives, and has become a po.werful Chief. 

Signs of spiritual life and light, at this period, began to 
appear. M,r. Archbell had preached on the words, " Pre
pare to meet thy God, 0 Israel;" and though the congre. 
gation was unusually crowded, they were exceedingly 
attentive. At the end of the service, Moroko said .the 
things we told them were great things; and many, with 
himself, could not comprehend them all. "But," he con
tinued, "I believe them; because many things are not the 
less true though we cannot understand them." 

The evidence of the work of the Divine Spirit became 
more and more manifest among the hearers of the word of 
God; hence the gratifying record of June 28th, 1831 : 
" Examined the candidates for baptism. Several are eligible 
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a.t present, and some others are hopeful." In fact, a Chris
tian church, by the blessing of God on the labours of His 
servants, had been formed, to which these candidates were 
about to be added. On the 30th of the same month, Mr. 
Archbell adds," Renewed the tickets (that is, certificates 
of membership) of the Society, and found generally they 
'had grown, and are growing, in grace, for which we praised 
the Lord together." 

After the forenoon service, on July 3rd, one child and 
nine adults were baptized. After the ordinance, some of 
them came to speak with the Missionary of the benefit they 
had derived to their souls. "God," they said," has blessed 
us; so that we can feel that there is another baptism besides 
that of water." 

"Slmday, 3lst.-Preached this morning from, 'Herein 
is love,' &c. After which I baptized a child of one of the 
members, and two adults, who gave good evidence of their 
sincerity. In the evening I invited the people to make an 
entire surrender of themselves to the Lord, and administered 
the sacrament of the Lord's Supper to the Society. The 
Lord was present with us, and made the means of grace 
profitable to our souls. During the day I had an opportu
nity of conversing with several of the members, who gave 
me much satisfaction. Several have recently united them
selves to the Society here, and the work of the Lord is 
gradually proceeding." • 

I have made the preceding extract with lively gratitude 
to the God of all grace for what He has wrought in tha.t 
land. The passage displays among the people all the 
essential elements of a Christian community; in an infant 
i!tate, I allow, but a spiritual church against which the 
gates of hell shall not prevail, raised up among a people 
who not long ago sat in darkness, and the shadow of 
death, and in a land of war and bloodshed, where they 
knew not the way of peace. 

• Journal of the Rev. J'. Archbell. 

N 2 
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CHAPTER XX. 

hrcBEASING Popnlation-Removal-Thaba 'Nch11-Visit of the French
Protestant Missionaries from Moriah-M. Casalis-Troubles occa
sioned by the ImmigratioD of Boon-Attacked by Motsilikatsi
Rev. Mr. Giddy-Mr. Archbell's Grammar of the Sichuana-Schoola 
erteoding-Eratsagai-Spiritual Prosperity at Thaba 'Nchu
Printing-Preaching in Sichnana-Native Customs on the Wane 
-Rumours of Wars-Port Natal: and Dingaau-NewChapel
Statistical Summary-Visit of Rev. J. Cameron--COmmuuion. 

THE elementary prosperity, both in spiritual and tem
poral things, soon extended to greater proportions ; for 
with the prospect of a quiet habitation, and secure dwel
ling places, many of the previously scattered tribe came 
together for mutual protection and other advantages; and 
the population so increased that the place became too 
strait, and the water supply too scanty, for their accommo
dation. For these reasons, after inquiry, survey, and 
consultation, the Missionary brethren, accompanied by 
eleven wagons belonging to the people, left Plaat Berg on 
the 4th of May, to fix upon an additional location. The 
result is given as follows:-

" The part chosen for the scene of our future labours, is 
six days' journey nearer our Kaffir:Stations in a direct lint, 
and is precisely the part to which the District Meeting in 
1830 directed me to turn my attention. It opens a fine 
door to Missionary efforts, and compassion for the circum
stances of the inhabitants, as well as mercy to the degraded 
and perishing state of their souls, calls loudly for the sup
ply ofihe bread of life." 

This event is thus referred to by the Rev. E. Casalie, m 
his work on the French Protestant Missions to the Baeu
tos, pages 50, 51 :-

" In the mean time, some Methodist Missionaries, who 
had been driven from the Fal (V aal) by prolonged droughts, 
and by fear of M_oeelicatse, emigrated with their con-
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'Verla into the country of the Basutoe, and obtained permis
-sion of Moeheeh to settle at Thaba 'Nchu, 'Mpukane, and 
Plaat Berg; the nearest of these stations being about thirty
five miles from Moriah. The arrival of these Missionaries 
reminded us that we belonged to a civilized race, and we 
hastened to go and welcome them. The bonds of Christian 
brotherhood were soon formed between us, and it was ar
ranged that we should see one another and correspond as 
often as possible. Our new friends were married ; and I 
still blush at the remembrance of the extreme awkwardness 
and shyness with which we responded to the civilities 
ahown us by their ladies. It is sad to say, that though we 
had selected for our wearing apparel what was most pre
sentable, our toilet waa not of a nature to inspire us with 
-any confidence. We ought, however, to have guessed that 
~his would only be another recommendation to the benevo• 
lence of the ladies. A few days after our return, a horseman 
alighted at our door, bringing us a basketful of biscuits, 
.and a very kind letter, requesting that those articles of our 
wardrobe which stood most in need of repair mit;tht be 
forwtrded immediately. This little incident corrected, in 
·some measure, the shade of stoical roughness that our cha
racters had already acquired." 

Arrangements having been made with the Chief of the 
Baeutos for the cession of the territory selected, the people 
.and Missionaries migrated with their flocks to Thaba 'Nchu. 
After a three years' residence, Mr. Archbell writes: " Being 
now favoured with an- interval of comparative leisure, I 
take up my pen to inform you that we are situated at the 
base of an exceedingly high mountain called Thaba Unchu, 
from which our town derives its name. From pretty cor
rect observations, we are but one hundred and ten miles 
from the eastern coast of Africa, in south latitude 28° 50', 
and east longitude 28° 30' .. There are forty thousand peo• 
ple who are ready to receive the Goepel, and even anxious 
to have Missionaries. Six public services are conducted 
every Sabbath day by my assistant, local brethren, and 
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myself; and these, with various week-day serrices, are gra-
dually effecting permanent good. Most of the public euper .. 
atitiona are abolished, or rather dead for want of support •. 
Rain-making has become the ridicule of the populace." 

Two other brethren, the Revs. John Edwards and 
Thomas Jenkins, were added to the staff of the Mission
aries about this time in this important district, and folU'· 
Stations were occupied, viz.: Plaat Berg, Thaba 'Nchu,. 
Buchwap, and 'Mpukane. 

In 1837, the General Committee report, four Stations,. 
four Missionaries, two hundred and fifty-four church mem .. 
here, and three hundred and ninety-two scholars. Several 
translations had been effected .in Sichuana. 

The French Protestant Missionaries sent out by the 
Paris Missionary Society had entered the region, and com.
menced their operations among the Basutos, under Moshesh.. 
their Chief. These excellent brethren encountered numerous. 
difficulties, and trials of their faith and patience, such as we· 
had experienced at the first; but, by patient continuance in 
well-doing, they eventually succeeded in forming three or 
four Mission Stations, and God made them instrumental in. 
the conversion of many of the Basutos, also in giving· some
check to the war spirit so prevalent in the country, and in 
promoting the arts of civilization, especially agriculture. 

There entered into divers parts of the same region at 
this time, another class of persons, whose object was not 
the good of the aborigines, but who, on the contrary, be.
came the occasion of fresh wars, and showed themselves, 
inimical to Missionaries and their operations. These were 
what are called the emigrant Boors, who had abandoned 
the colony from disaffection to the British rule, and especi
ally that measure of British philanthropy, the abolition of' 
British colonial slavery; which public act, and the com
pensation given to the parties claiming property in elaTes, 
has so much redounded to the honour of England. 

In 1837 the Rev. R. Giddy and the Rev. Mr. Allison and his, 
wife went to strengthen that Mission. The former writes :-
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"May 2nd.-Reached Beersheba, another Station be
longing to the French brethren. As we passed along we 
saw the mountain, at the foot of which five hundred Kaffirs 
had been killed a few months since by a neighbouring 
Chief. The history of these inland tribes seems to be one 
series of war and bloodshed. A few months since, a party 
of Dutch farmers, travelling with wagons on this side of 
the river, was attacked by Motsilikatsc, a noted Chief. He 
had with him a considerable number of men, who thronged 
round the wagons; but the Boors, having drawn them into 
a circle, and placed themselves on the inside, fired out on 
the besiegers, and produced among them a terrible mas
sacre. While some were firing, others were employed with 
axes in cutting off the heads of those who endeavoured to 
thrust themselves into the enclosure formed by the wagons. 
The natives,however,succeeded in driving off seven thousand 
head of cattle. Since this,it is reported that the Boors,having 
accessions to theirnumbers, have returned upon Motsilikatse, 
destroyed eighteen villages, killed, about twelve hundred of 
his people, and retaken six thousand of their cattle." 

Here it may be said that Motsilikatsi and his people were 
the assailants ; and we can offer no excuse for his atrocity • 
but, on the other hand, it must be admitted that the Boors 
were intruders into the country. After being the occasion 
of innumerable troubles among the natives, in which they 
also have had a full share, they have formed themselves 
into a small state called the "Trans-Va.al Republic." 

Mr. Giddy continues: "In addition to preaching, my 
time will now be occupied with the language. It is, with
out doubt, a language difficult of attainment; but I hope 
to succeed, and ultimately dispense with the interpreter. 

" I am exceedingly glad to find that the printing press 
we have here is one of the best manufacture. The type, 
though small in quantity, is in tolerably good condition. 
We should be exceedingly glad if the Committee will send 
us about ten pounds of printing ink ; one htmdred and fifty 
or two hundred pounds of pica type ........ . 
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"Through the mercy of God we are all well. The climate 
is exceedingly conducive to health, and we are as comfort. 
able as we can expect to be on a Mission Station so far in 
the interior." 

This year, my successor, the Rev. Jame~ Archbell, pub 4 

lished a Grammar of the Siohuana language, printed at 
Graham's Town, and dedicated to the Secretaries of the 
Committee of the Wesleyan Missionary Society. 

From an elaborate Introduction to this Grammar, written 
by the Rev. W. B. Boyce, who has himself prepared a Gram• 
mar of the Kaffir language, I make a few brief extracts. 

"The following remarks on the languages of South 
Africa may not be unacceptable to such as feel interested 
in similar inquiries, and will serve as a suitable introduc
tion to this, the first Grammar of the Sickuana language. 

"In the present state of our information, it appears 
probable that all the languages of South !Africa may be 
classed under two divisions or families. The first, and 
most ancient, comprehends the dialects spoken by the 
Namacquas, Bushmen, and Korannas, called Hottentot. 
The second division, or family, of South African languages 
comprises the sister dialects spoken by the Kaffir and 
Bechu::,,na tribes, to the east and north of the colony. That 
the relationship subsisting between the Kaffir and Sichu
ana is that of descent from a common parent is evident, 
not only from the many words common to both, but from 
an almost perfect identity in the leading principles of 
grammatical construction, as will appear from a comparison 
of the present Sichuana Grammar with that of the Kaffir, 
published in 1834. 

" Of the two sister languages, the Sichuana appears to 
be by far the most extensively spoken, comprising a variety 
of dialects only slightly diifering from each other ; it 
appears to be a branch of an extensive language spoken 
through all South Africa, from the north-eastern boundary 
of the Cape as far as the Equator." 
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From this extract will be seen the vast importance of 
the Sichuaua language, in which the London, Wesleyan, 
and Paris Missionary Societies' Missionaries have printed 
elementary works. Of this Grammar Buxton speaks as 
follows, in his work on the African Slave Trade, p. 499 :-

" The Rev. James Archbell has published a Grammar of 
the Sichua.na language of South Africa, which has been 
-critically investigated by the French Missionary, M. Casa.lie, 
and is supposed to be the key to the dialects prevailing 
from Congo to Delagoa Bay." 

Simult1LD.eously with the publishing of elementary works 
in the language, schools also extended a.nd multiplied in 
the land; and thus sources of intellectual, moral, and social 
improvement were opened to that interesting population. 
Similar efforts were being ma.de at this period in parts 
remote from each other in the Bechuana country by agents 
of different societies. To the Rev. R. Moffatt, of the London 
Missionary Society, who had been the longest in that region, 
must be conceded the honour of preparing the first version 
of the New Testament in Sichua.na, to the generaJ..excellence 
of which translation Mr. Archbell· has borne~estimony. 
This had been the Jabour of many years. I have in my 
possession some manuscript translations of part of the 
Gospel of St. John, sent to me as a Rpecimen by the trans
lator, wfhen I was at Maquassi. The MS. of the whole New 
Testament was received by the Committee of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, and printed under their direction, 
A.D. 1840. What a boon to the Bechuana tribes ! Eternity 
alone will disclose its value a.nd importance. 

While on the subject of printing a.nd education, I cannot 
refrain from referring to Eratsa.gai, a native mentioned _in 
a former page,-the poor skeleton boy, picked up by us 
when we first met the Barolongs fleeing before the Man
ta.tees, in 1822. He accompanied me into the colony, and 
on my departure for England I left him in the care of the 
Rev. R. Snowdall, with whom he went to Graham's Town, 
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where Mr. Snowdall died. In giving an account of bis de
cease, the Rev. W. Shaw states that, his faithful servant, Erat
eagai, went to give him hie medicine, and found him dead. 

After the Rev. Jamee Archbell visited England, in con
versation with him on the subject of their printing office 
&c., I inquired who was their printer. He replied, "Erat
eagai;" and added, " He has become an important member 
in the Mission, as an interpreter, Sunday School Superin
tendent, and Local Preacher ! " " Out of the mouths of 
babes and sucklings God hath ordained strength." 

The state and progress of the spiritual work on the Cir
cuit at the close of 1838 is given by the Rev. R. Giddy, in 
a communication dated "Thaba 'Nchu, January let, 1839." 

"On this Circuit, during the past year, we have taken 
into Society, and on trial, about forty-five. Some have been 
the subjects of deep and powerful convictions; and with 
others the work has been of a more gentle, though, I hope, 
not a less effectual, nature. I trust all are sincere. Our 
congregations are large and attentive; a considerable num
ber of seryices have been held in the open air in different 
parts of tie town, and we only want a more copious out
pouring of the Holy Spirit on our congregations and 
classes to realise our wishes. I am thankful for what I 
have seen; but most anxiously desire the general awaken
ing of this large mass of people. 

" The population immediately on the Station is about 
eight thousand. Besides these, there are twelve villages 
of Basutoe in the neighbourhood, to which as much 
attention has been paid as the various other duties con
nected with the Station would allow. The Society's print
ing press is here, and I have to print for the whole district. 
During the last ten months I have been alone on the 
Station, Mr. Archbell having returned to England, and 
Mr. Sephton, the Assistant, having been removed by the 
DistrictMeetingto PlaatBerg. I need not say, therefore, that 
additional labourers for this Circuit are very much needed. 

" We have made some progress in our school department 
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this year. I have at length got the printing apparatus. 
into order, and have been enabled to print a quantity of 
school lessons, &c. Some of the Bechuanas are able now 
to read well the books that during the last year have been 
printed in their own language. About sixty children and 
forty adults have been instructed. 

" You will be glad to hear that for several months I have 
preached in Sichuana without an interpreter. My inter
preter left me, and, perhaps, providentially, as, thrown on 
my own resources, and being obliged to exert myself to the
uttermost to communicate the truths of religion to the 
natives in their own language, I hope I have succeeded in,. 
at least, making myself understood. Preaching by inter
pretation is at best but a very inefficient method, and the 
sooner a Missionary can get out of its trammels the better. 

"I feel happy also in saying, that the Bechuana customs 
and ceremonies are considerably on the wane. The native· 
dance is, in some instances, kept up; but I n:equently go at 
the time of the dance, oppose it, and preach to those who· 
are willing to hear. 

"About two months since, there having been no rain for 
a considerable time, an attempt was made by a few to get 
11p a rain-making ceremony, but it failed. The opinion and 
feeling of a vast number of the people appear to be against 
it, and all now readily acknowledge that God alone has the 
power of causing rain to descend and fertilize the earth. 

" You are aware that we have been lately surrounded by 
war. We have been, however, mercifully preserved; and 
have gone on uninterruptedly: though on one side and on 
the other we have had wars and rumours of wars, yet 
through mercy we have remained unhurt. 

" Our chapel will be fit for opening in a few weeks. I 
think it will contain about one thousand people. With 
such a population as we have on this Station, we need a 
large chapel. Every attention has been paid to economy 
in its erection, and I hope some considerable part of the· 
expense incurred will be defrayed bythe natives. Its shape-
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is that of a T, and contains two thousand three hundred 
and four square feet, besides a vestry. Two smaller chapels 
are in course of erection in two populous parts of the town, 
the advantage of which will be considerable; and as they 
are built of poles and reeds, the expense will be but little, 
I must desire you to send the type and paper so long 
requested. We want it much.·• 

In the Summary View, given by the General Committee; 
January, 1840, there is returned:-

" BechU:ana.-Teii Stations ; eight Missionaries. In 
Society, three hundred and fifty-nine; in the Schools, four 
hundred and ninety-one. The Missionaries preach in the 
Bechuana and Dutch languages ; several translations have 
been effected in the Sichuana, and many elementary books 
have been printed at the Mission press." 

In the succeeding year, the Rev. James Cameron paid an 
official visit to these Stations, accompanied by three or four 
other Missionary brethren, and sent a report of his visit 
and observations to the Committee in London. This report 
they published in the "Missionary Notices," for April, 
1841, with the following prefatory remarks, p. 179 :-

" The enterprising zeal of Christian Missionaries has led 
them to visit various wandering and barbarous tribes in· 
habiting Interior Africa, who have scarcely been known to 
Europeans otherwise than by report ; and to take up their 
residence amongst some of the most neglected and degraded 
of the human race, discerning the immortal spirit of man 
under the most forbidding exterior, and counting but loss 
.all the advantages and comforts of civilized life, that they 
may instrumentally, by Divine aid, rescue their fellow men 
from the dominion of Satan and sin, and present to Christ 
the desired fruit of ' the travail of His soul.' 

" We now commend to our readers' perusal a most inter
esting communication relating to the Bechuana Missions, 
Mr. Cameron, having officially visited the Missionary Sta
tions in the Bechuana country, has furnished a report con
~erning them; and has also added a narrative of his visit 

Dg,i,,.,obyGoogle 



CHAPTER XX. 189 

to Motu and Inkatla, two Manta.tee Chiefs, for the purpose 
of fixing upon proper sites for Mission Stations, then about 
to be commenced for the instruction of their people. 

":Eztract of a Letter from the Rev. James Cameron, dated 
Plaat Berg, Bechuam,a,.1,and, .August 27th, 1841. 

"ON the let ultimo, I left Plaat Berg for Thaba Unchu, 
which I reached in six hours' riding, including the time I 
spent off-saddling. The country between the places is very 
beautiful. Thaba Unchu bas a very imposing effect when 
first it bursts upon the sight of an African traveller, who
frequently travels for weeks together without seeing any
thing to be called a town. 

" Here he sees a vast assemblage of houses teeming with 
inhabitants. This, though a very delightful and animating 
sight in the solitudes of Africa, is, nevertheless, widely dif. 
ferent from a European town. No splendid fanes, no 
towers, or spires, no public buildings to serve the ends of 
'either justice or benevolence, greet the heavens; a heap of 
Bechuana buts jostled together without any apparent 
order, and their indispensable appendages; cattle-folds, 
make up the scene. The main body of these dwellings 
occupies two eminences, forming separate communities, 
under the government of two distinct and independent 
Chiefs, Moroko and Tuane; the Mission premises standmt,i 
between them on a third eminence, somewhat lower than 
the other two. Of the buildings which compose the Mis
sion premises, only the chapel is in good condition; the 
dwelling-houses, two in number, are scarcely tenantable. 
Part of the chapel has been partitioned off for a printing• 
office, and for a dwelling-house for a young man appointed 
to assist Mr. Giddy in the printing department. 

"Mr. Giddy speaks the Sirilong (Sichuana) fluently, 
which is certainly a great advantage, and must, with the 
Divine blessing, cause his preaching to tell more powerfully 
upon the hearts of the people. There is a large School on 
the station, conducted by a native schoolmaster of excellent 
character. 
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" Having spent three days at Thaba Unchu, I returned 
to Plaat- Berg on the 4th, and left it again on Wednesday 
the 8th, proceeding in an opposite direction to that of the 
former place. An hour and a half's ride through a splendid 
tract of country brought me to Habatou, where it is in
tended to begin a Mission with Mopele, brother of Moshesh, 
the paramount Chief of the Basutos. · 

" The site marked out for the station is exquisitely 
beautiful, commanding an abundant supply of water for al1 
purposes. The surrounding scenery and distant prospect 
are grand, producing a most exhilarating effect upc,n the 
tnind of a beholder. I was conscious of an indescribable 
11ensation of delight whilst standing on the spot, and con
templating the scene which presented itself to my view. 
But that which is far more important than the scenery or 
physical capabilities of the place, in the estimation of a 
Missionary especially, is the number of immortal men to 
be found there, living in a state of heathenism, and yet 
willing to_ listen to the statements of the Gospel. Their 
Chief, Mopele, is a young man of some promise. He can 
read and write, and is anxious to receive a Missionary. 
This anxiety is not the effect of novelty; for he has been 
acquainted with the Missionaries long enough to wear out 
every thing of that kind in relation to them and their 
work ; we may therefore hope that it springs from higher 
and nobler motives. 

"Visit to Lishuani and Umpukani.-Lishuani is situated 
in a mountain nook ; it, however, commands a fine view in 
front of an extensive plain, bounded by mountains, the 
most distant of which are truly magnificent. The s:i>.ort
ness of my stay prevented my seeing the school. It is 
conducted, like that at Plaat-Berg, by a native youth~ of 
good character and amiable manners, who was educated at 
the Watson Institution in Graham's Town. 'Mpukani, 
where I arrived at sunset of the same day on which I left 
hom?, ~s a pleasantly situated station. The buildings are 
-a Miee1on-houee and chapel under one roof, a store, a. 
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Schoolmaster's residence, and some other minor erections. 
There are also a fruit garden, and several pieces of ground 
for cultivation, all surrounded by wall-fences, which have a 
very neat and compact appearance. My stay was too short 
to admit of my forming any general opinion of the spiritual 
-state of these people ; but some of them I know are truly 
-converted to God. 

" On the following day I rode to Imparanl, in company 
with the Revs. Messrs. Shepstone and Impey. The road 
from 'Mpukani winds some miles round a mountain 
named Hotolani, one of whose precipices was the Tarpeian 
·rock of the notable marauder Matuwani, over which many 
.a poor creature was thrown, and so deprived of life. A man 
who was precipitated therefrom, survived as by a miracle, 
and is now in the employ of Mr. Shepstone. Three hours' 
hard riding by a route which, towards its termination, 
describes nearly a circle, brought us to Imparani just as 
.the sun had sunk beneath the horizon. 

"I was much gratified next morning in viewing the 
-station, which, in many respects, takes precedence of every 
-other in the land. In little more than three years, a 
dwelling-house and chapel, out-buildings, consisting of a 
store, and rooms for the accommodation of ten native 
_youths, a large stable, a garden, and a field comprehending 
several acres of ground for cultivation, surrounded by 
substantial stone walls, have all been completed in a supe• 
rior style, with the exception of the wall round the field, 
part of which, on one side, remains to be done. 

" To the right of the station stands the Great Place, or 
residence of the Chief Sikonyela, where religious service is 
held on the Sabbath, for the sake of those who, either 
through fear of persecution, or indisposition to receive the 
truth, will not attend the services on the station. Sikon

_ yela clings with tenacity to his heathenish customs, mani
festing in ·yarious ways his hatred of the Gospel, merely 
because of the restraints it lays upon his vices, and the 
·threatenings it denounces against their indulgence. I used 
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the opportturitywhich my interview with Sikonyela. afforded 
me, to exhort him to turn to God. He listened to my ex
postulation patiently, and even assented to the truth or 
several remarks. After breakfast I started from Imparani 
for Motu's place, accompanied by Messrs. Shepstone, Taylor, 
Impey, and Thackrey. Our way lay through an inter-· 
eating country, abounding with many curiously-shaped 
mountains. 

" On coming within sight of Motu's residence, we began 
to examine the country with much care, in hope of finding 
a suitable place for the projected Mission-station, as no 
spot in the immediate vicinity of that residence was deemed 
at all eligihle for that purpose, owing to the scarcity of 
water. Such a place soon presented itself to our view, 
where, on both sides of a lovely eminence, well adapted for 
Mission premises, springs of water issued forth, promising 
abundant means of irrigation ; and this, too, in the neigh
bourhood of a very fine river, probably a branch or tributary 
of the Caledon. Here we found at midday a small cascade 
formed by a running stream, so completely frozen over, and 
to such a depth, that the ice supported the weight of ow: 
whole party, numbering six individuals. 

" Having examined the place very minutely, and satisfied 
ourselves of its suitability for a station, we rode on to 
Motu's place, which lies at the base of a high mountain, com
t>rising a large number of huts, indicative of populousness. 

" On our arrival we found Motu reclining on the top of a 
ock, with a number of his sable councillors, who eyed us. 

with no common degree of interest. The Chief received us 
with the utmost cordiality, shaking hands in the European 
fashion, after which we sat down on the ground to rest 
ourselves, and to gratify the curiosity of spectators. When 
we judged it time to proceed with ow· business, I addressed 
myself to the Chief, in substance as follows:-

"' Some time ago, you requested Mr. Allison to procure 
you a teacher; he promised that he would exert himself 
on your behalf, and, accordingly, your request was con
Teyed in a letter to the good people over the great waters .. 
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Those good people, though they never saw you and yo1u 
people, yet, pitying your ignorance and misery, took your 
reouest into serious consideration, and resolved to send 
yo~ a teacher. This teacher they have now sent; and 
there he stands before your eyes. He has left his home, 
his friends, and his country; and come over the great 
waters to teach you the way of salvation. Pure love to 
your never-dying souls has moved him to do all this ; he 
seeks nothing here but to promote your happineBB. You 
must know that you are all sinners by nature and practice, 
in danger of perishing to all eternity. But the great God, 
against whom you have sinned, is not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance ; 
and, therefore, He sent His only begotten Son into the 
world, to suffer and to die in the place and for the sake of 
sinners. Now the grand employment of your teacher will 
be to tell you about the Lord Jesus Christ, who loved you 
so much as to die for you. He will exhort you to believe 
in Him as the only means of obtaining forgiveness of your 
sins, a sense of the love of God, and a blessed hope of 
eternal life. -You must, therefore, hearken to his voice, 
receive his instructions, and obey his counsel. You must 
treat him kindly, and stand by him on all occasions. 

"' But your ieacher will have to build a house, and make 
a garden, like those at Imparani; for this purpose, he 
will require a nice place and plenty of water. This 
place where you now dwell is quite unsuitable; we, therefore, 
wish you to remove to another which we have chosen.' 

"No sooner had I concluded my address, than Motu 
eagerly asked where the place was, which I referred to. 
It was then pointed out to him; upon which he said, ' I 
can show you a better place, which I think will do,' 
requesting us, at the same time, to go with him and 
inspect it. To this we readily consented; and he and a 
small party of his men led the way, while we followed. 
He brought us to the back of the mountain, in front of 
which his present residence is fixed, and there, in a, 
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splendid and fruitful valley, su1Tounded by the noblest 
mountain scenery which my eyes ever beheld, showed us a 
strong perennial stream of water, flowing down from its 
source in the neighbouring heights, and capable of being 
led out to almost a.ny extent. We aJl were of opinion, 
that this place surpassed the one we had suggested, in 
most respects ; and, having obtained a promise from 
Motu that he would remove to it with the least possible 
delay, we marked the spot where we thought the Mission
house should be erected, and rejoiced that the Lord had 
prospered our way, removing, by means of the Chief him
self, the main difficulty which existed as to the commence
ment of the Mission. Blessed be God ! 

" After this, the same party visited other places in the 
country ; and were welcomed with the same cordiality by 
tlie Chiefs, showing that God was opening the way for the 
diffusion of His truth in that pagan land." 

That the anticipations expressed in the preceding com
munication were not groundless, will be seen by the 
following extract from the same, dakd "Bechuanaland, 
January 21st, 1842: "-

" You will doubtless be glad to hear that our new 
chapel at Plaat-Berg is finished; and was solemnly dedi
cated to the worship of Almighty God on Sunday, the 
2nd instant, when the Rev. E. Casalis, of the Paris 
Missionary Society, in compliance with a previous invita
tion, preached first to the half castes, or Newlanders, from 
1 Tim. i. 15 ; and then to the Basutos, upon our Lord's 
parable of the taJents. Both sermons were well suited to 
the occasion, and were heard attentively by the people. 
The Lord's Supper was administered in the afternoon, of 
which not less than one hundred and fifty persons 
partook. Amongst the communicants were Mr. Casalis, 
and four members of his church who had accompanied him 
from Thaba Bossir. Names, and sects, and parties, were 
almost forgotten ; while a Minister of the French Pro
testant Church, with the living seals of his ministry kneel-
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ing with him, and two Wesleyan Ministers, with their 
people, merging for the time all ceremonial differences in 
the grand principle of Christian love, commemorated toge
ther the sacrificial death of the world's Redeemer. This 
union, so congenial to the catholicity of the New Testa
ment, produced a sacred and hallowed pleasure, such as 
never accompanies religious exclusiveness and intolerance. 
The Rev. J. Allison preached in the evening from the 
words, ' Of the increase of His government there shall be 
no end.' The familiar and strikingly appropriate illus
trations which his long and intimate acquaintance with all 
classes of natives in this country enabled him to employ, 
produced a manifest impression on the minds of his 
hearers. 

" In addition to the foregoing particulars, it may be 
stated that the people of Plaat-Berg, besides building the 
chapel in which they now comfortably perform their 
public devotions, contributed, during the past year, about 
£40 to the cause of God. 

" This shows their love for the Gospel ; and encourages 
the hope that at some future day they will take the whole 
burden of supporting their Ministers upon themselves. 
The Basutu members of the Society are not less willing to 
lend their aid in furtherance of their newly embraced 
religion. Silver and gold they have none; but they bring 
of the fruits of the ground as an offering to the Lord. 
The religious state of the Society is also prosperous. 
With the conduct of the members in general, I have every 
reason to be satisfied. The Class Leaders, eleven in 
number, attend sedulously to the duties of their office; 
and manifest, in all their meetings, a due subjection to 
pastoral authority, which is continually held up to their 
view in the light of Scripture, and according to the 
Wesleyan economy. The Local Preachers are unwearied 
in their efforts to spread abroad the savour of the know
ledge of Christ ; and though they have not hitherto 
realized much fruit, in the form of saving conversions to 
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God, yet they are clearly rendered instruments of awa.ken-
ing attention to the subject of religion in the surrounding 
country, and of increasing the number of our regular 
heat'ers. 

"We have two excellent young men in the Society who 
may, in a year or two, with a little training, be deemed fit. 
to be Assistant Missionaries. They are both at present 
employed in the work of God, one as a Schoolmaster 
and interpreter, and the other as a Class Lea.der and Local 
Preacher ; and from the very satisfactory way in which 
they fulfil these offices, we augur their future and 
more extensive usefulness. I intend this year, by the 
blessing of God, to devote some time daily to their 
instruction in grammar, theology, and other branches of 
useful b1owledge. After which, should the Divine bless
ing rest upon my efforts, they will be better qualified to. 
become Assistant Missionariet1 in this country." · 
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lNTELLIGENCl: from Theba 'Nchn-Increaeing Population-Con
gregations - Schoold - Conversions - Consistent Piety - Local 
Preachers-Library-Visit or the Rev. William Shaw-Plaat
Berg-Rcsulta-Rev. William Impey visits the District-His 
Report-Conclusion. 

FROM Thaba 'Nchu, the chief town of the Barolongs 
under Moroko, and the principal W eeleyan Station in the 
Bechuana country, the Rev. R. Giddy writes, under date 
December 6th, 1841. 

After referring to wars and commotions occasioned by 
the heathen Chief, Sikonyela, he adds:-

.. You will be glad to learn that on this Station we have 
suffered but little from the causes which have so seriously 
affected our Mantatee Stations. Though at one time we 
feared that we should be involved in the war, our fears 
have happily not been realized. 

" The population on this Station has been considerably 
enlarged. Our congregations, both on the Sabbath days and 
in the week, are large. Our Society also has increased; and 
the schools are now in a more efficient state than they 
were at any former period. We have lately commenced a 
sewing school for the native women, which promises 
favourably. Our Sabbath school is large; many can read 
well, and a considerable number are making great 
progress. Our writing school is also in a satisfactory 
state; several can write tolerably, and we have no doubt 
that they will; ere long, be able to write, as well as read, in 
their own language. Several young men are under special 
tuition, apart from our ordinary school. Our object is to 
raise up and train native youths; who, we trust, may be• 
come efficient teachers of their fellow-countrymen. The 
.good effects of this have already appeared, in their taking 
the lessons which they have received in school, and teaching 
them to others." · 
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At a later period, in 1845, Mr. Giddy writes:-
" Several have lately been received as candidates for 

membership. Some, who were formerly on trial, have been 
received as members ; and two have lately found peace 
'With God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Our congrega
tions, both on the Sabbath and on week days, present & 

pleasing appearance. The deepest attention is paid to the 
word preached; and the increasing seriousness of the con
gregations augurs, we trust, the commencement of yet 
better days. The various means in operation are gradually 
producing a deeper and more extensive work ; and, although 
circumstances sometimes occur which ea.use us sorrow, we 
have, nevertheless, also much cause for rejoicing. Our 
people are generally adorning their profession by consis
tent life and conversation. Their piety is sincere ; their 
endeavours to promote the work of God among themselves 
and the neighbouring Basutos are pleasing and satis
factory; and I trust that, as individuals, and as a Chris
tian church, they enjoy much of the presence of God. 
Several Basuto villages are in the neighbourhood. These 
villages are frequently visited, and the word of God is 
preached in every direction. We have seven Local Preach
ers, besides a native Assistant, who are regularly employed 
in preaching the word of eternal life. We have eleven 
Classes, all under the care of native Leaders; who, I 
believe, discharge their duties faithfully, and as in the 
sight of God. We have, on the whole, much to encourage 
us. We have, in our day school, about one hundred and 
twenty children, boys and girls. And as I have been ena
bled, through our press and other means, to supply them 
hoerally with books and lessons, a considerable number 
now can read. This is to us, in many ways, a great ad
vantage. Knowledge is circulated. Our members and 
hearers become more intelligent, and the rising generation 
grow up with an amount of information which their fathers 
had not the means of obtaining. We have, also, a library. 
which, although small, is attended with much good. Tb& 
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books are changed weekly; and I take the opportunity 
every week, of inquiring with regard to the books read, 
and conversing with our young people on the subjects con
tained in them. Thus, our youth are gaining an acquaint
ance with books, and their minds are stored with useful 
and religious knowledge. In our Sunday school, we have 
about two hundred children and adults, under the care of 
two superintendents, and twelve teachers. The children 
are under good discipline, and the teachers are indefati
gable in the discharge of their duty. 

" We have about forty in Bible Classes ; these are accom
plishing a great amount of good ; they awaken great inter
est, and, I hope, also promote much spiritual profit." 

In May, 1848, the Bechuana District was visited officially 
by the Rev. William Shaw, General Superintendent of the 

. Kaffrarifn and Bechuana Missions. He writes to the 
Committee in London:-

" Mr. Shepstone joined us at Kamastone, on the journey 
to Natal. After considerable detention; we reached Thaba 
'Nchu on the 2nd instant, where we found Mr. Cameron 
and his family all well. 

" Thaba 'Nchu is the chief settlement of the Barolong 
tribe, with which Messrs. Hodgson, Broadbent, and Arch
bell, established our first Mission. This is now by far the 
largest native town in British South Africa ; there cannot 
be less than from eight to ten thousand inhabitants. The 
town has a very picturesque, but wild-African appearance. 
I was much pleased with the very extensive improvements 
Jnade by the people, in the erection of stone walls around, 
in various parts of the town, forming excellent court
yards to their conical-shaped dwellings, most of which are 
kept very neat and clean. Mr. Cameron's labours are 
efficient here. There is a considerable church of native 
cenverts, a day and Sunday school, and all the elements of 
usefulness in full operation. It is of great importance that 
two Missionaries should always be stationed here. Do 
consider the importance of this station, and send out a. 
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Missionary without delay, married or single, with express 
directions that he or another is to be placed at Thab& 

-'Nchu, and no where else, whatever the openings may be-
-With such an instruction, our consciences would be re-
lieved as to the supply of other places, and Thaba 'Nchu 
would be properly provided for. · 

"We left Thaba 'Nchu on the 4th, in the evening, and 
arrived at Plaat-Berg at noon on the 5th instant. Here 
Mr. Giddy 1·esides, and continues to labour diligently to 
promote the welfare of the people. This is a settlement of 
great capabilities of an agricultural kind. The village is 
greatly improved since I was last here; the people have 
built themselves very good and substantial houses, after 
the colonial fashion. A large number of gardens and orchards 
are well enclosed ; and hundreds, if not thousands, of fruit 
trees give the whole a very interesting rural appea:rance. 

"There is a considerable number of members belonging 
to the Society, and the whole population of the village may 
be regarded as nominally Christian. I attended the Sunday 
School in the afternoon, and was much pleased with the 
manner in which the Catechism was recited and the Scrip
tures read in the Dutch language, by a very numerous 
class of young women and another of young men. The 
cross-examination showed that they were not merely learn
ing by rote. Mr. Giddy also has a class who are being 
taught the English language; they read part of two chap
ters, and gave viva voce translations of various sentences 
when required with the greatest readiness and fluency. A 
small congregation of Basutos was also addressed by Mr. 
Impey, after the Dutch service was over." 

After mentioning Lishuana, 'Mpukani, and Imparani 
Stations, he proceeds :-

" On the whole, the friends of our Missionary Society 
have much reason to be satisfied with the results of our 
Bechuana Mission. There are many very considerable con
s:1"~gations and societies. The great mass of the people 
living m·ound the Stations are all feeling more or less of 
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the beneficial influence, even in cases where they have not 
embraced the truth, but still pul'Bue many of their heathen 
practices. The numerous native Christians are, however, 
daily ' witnessing a good confession ; ' and if the means of 
the Society were sufficient to enable them to reinforce the 
number of the Missionaries in this district, I believe great 
and glorious results would follow speedily." 

" In the mouth of two or three witnesses every word 
shall be established:" I will therefore subjoin the testimony 
of the Rev. William Impey, successor to the Rev. William 
Shaw, as General Superintendent of that District, who 
paid an official visit to the Bechuana Stations in 1862. 

"On Wednesday, May 7th, we reached Thaba 'Nchu, 
one of the most important Missions. On my la.et visit the 
population of this largest of South African towns was esti
mated at ten thousand; since then it has increased to probably 
twelve thousand. The town covers a large area; the houses 
are of a style much superior to that used by the frontier 
Kaffi.rs, and are all enclosed by substantial stone walls : the 
aggregate amount of wall is astonishing. The chapel is a 
large building capable of containing about fifteen hundred 
peI'Bons; it is out of repair, and will need a new roof. The 
Chief, Moroko, has· provided a liberal contribution towards 
the cost of this. 

" On the morning after my arrival I preached before 
breakfast to a. congregation of about a thousand persons, 
including Moroko and his family, with several of his coun
cillors and chief men. I had also a pleasant interview 
with him on several subjects relative to the Mission ; and 
reminded him of a conversation we had three yeara ago, 
when he was urged to do more towards the maintenance of 
the Mission, and he promised to comply. He now stated 
that he had collected about eighty pounds, and said he 
would not relax his efforts in this direction. I endeavoured 
to urge upon him the obli~ation both he and his people 
bad been under to the Mission for nearly forty years, and 
that it was time now that he and they should c-.ince their 
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gratitude, and relieve the Mission Fund from the heavy 
expenditure which has hitherto been incurred. 

" Whilst here, a letter was put into my hands, written by 
one of the young men who were educated some years ago 
at Salem, bringing to my notice the condition of a large 
body of this tribe resident beyond the V aal River. Moroko 
also spoke on the subject. This branch of the tribe resides 
at Kolobeng, distant from Thaba 'Nchu from three hundred 
to fow· hundred miles. It numbers about twelve thousand 
souls, who live in one large town. There are among them 
many who are the fruit of our Missions, and probably 
about a hundred who are Church members. The people 
are very anxious to have a Missionary. Of course, the 
distance is too great for any effective assistance to be ren
der€d from Thaba 'Nchu, and it is most desirable that a 
Missionary should be appointed. Meanwhile, it has been 
arranged that Mr. Ludorf shall visit them during the year, 
and, if no better supply can be afforded, that he and Mr. 
Scott shall alternately pay this place an annual visit, 
remaining two or three months, preaching the word and 
confirming the disciples. There is, at least, apostolic pre
cedent for this method of Missionary operations. 

"We paid a formal visit to the court of the Chief. The 
national flag was hoisted on the occasion; it bears a very war
like device,-a shield and spear and gun. It would have been 
_pleasanter to have found the dove and olive branch of peace." 
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CONCLUSION. 
WHEN I compare the disorganization, war, and suffering, 

in which we found the Bechuana. tribes, at our entrance 
among them in the year 1822-3, and the anarchy and 
misery which prevailed in that land during many succeed
ing years, with their improved state as reported at present ; 
the change is so great and marvellous that it excites at 
once my wonder and gratitude. The increase of inhabit
ants, their settlement· in well-organized communities, 
forming, in several instances, populous towns ;-their pro
gress in the arts of peace and civilization, agriculture, 
letters, and Christianity, are fruits which, resulting as they 
do from the patient, zealous, and persevering labours of 
Christian Missionaries alone, supply as notable an instance 
of the work of God by the preaching of the Gospel, as any 
which the history of Christianity contains. It iethe Lord's 
doing, and to Him be the praise ! 

If wars and their desolating effects have not ceased en
tirely, they are lees frequent, and any disquiet that may 
arise will be from the remainders of the old evils whicharegra
dually disappearing before the advancing light of the Goepel. 

I am able to affirm, without fear of contra.diction, that the 
introduction of Christianity into the extensive regions of the 
tribes of the Bechuanas, has already prevented many desola
ting wars, rescued several tribes from extermination,and pro
moted peace and order where they were not forty years ago. 

When we went there, the pe<Yple had no religion. They 
had sorcerers, and witchcraft, but they had no God, no 
temple,no Sunday, no worship. They had no knowledge ofan 
immortal soul in man, or of a state of existence after this life. 
In a word, their minds were blank on spiritual and eternal 
subjects; and yet, though it was dormant, they had a con
science which wa.eawakened by the testimony andSpiritofGod. 
. The true religion professed, enjoyed, and practised now 

by thousands among them, is evidence that the breath of 
God has quickened them. Houses for worship adorn the 
land, and the people hallow the Sabbath, and reverence the 
sanctuary of the Lord. 
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Then they had no book, no writing, nor any kMwledge of 
letters. When my colleague and I were at a distance fro~ 
each other, and communicated by note, we were suspected 
of witchcraft ; until by many experiments, observed by 
them with close attention and much interest, they became 
convinced of our ability to make ourselves understood by 
writing. They noticed the interest we evinced when 
letters, newspapers, &c., arrived, and expressed a desire to 
attain the same art, which we offered to teach them. 

When the Chief Siffonello fii-st became convinced of om· 
ability to communicate our ideas by writing, he said earn
estly, " Make haste, and teach us that art: I see its use and 
importance. We oft~ send messengers to other Chiefs and 
tribes, but our messenger sometimes forgets, or omits to 
state all that waa told him, or he adds something to it, and 
misunderstandings have arisen, and even wars; but if! could 
send my own words as you do, I should be sure it was co1Tect." 

Now they have books printed in their own language and 
country; they have schools, writing, &c., and are able to 
in3truct others in the same useful arts. 

TJ;en they had no m'arriage, nor- any proper domestic 
order, nor acknowledged any moral obligation to the duties 
arising out of that relation. Females were exchanged for
others, bartered for cattle, given away as presents, and 
often discarded by the mere caprice of the men. 

The misery arising out of this state of society cannot be 
easily described to those who have not witnessed it. The 
absence of the proper domestic affections, and unnatural 
treatment of the children, especially of daughters, has been 
in part stated. And although much yet remains to be 
done in this respect, yet the Divine institution has been 
introduced and acted upoi;t in numerous instances, and 
domestic and social order and µappiness are extending. 

In fact, the incipient civilization begun is on the spread, 
as seen in improved habits, decent and comfortable dwel
lings, gardens, and cultivated lands, so that the wilderness, 
has literally become a fruitful field, joy and gladness are . 

. found there, thanksgiving, and the v.oice of praise .. 

LONDo~, PBINTE~ 911,Jc,~1, krcHoLs, (6, BOXTON SQ.UAII.E.t 
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