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PREF.ACE. 

Tms little Work has been preparecl for the informa• 
tion of clistant rcaclers, who may be anxious to learn 
somewhat concerning Natal ancl its present conclitions. 
It is not put forth with the view of clrawing people to 
the Colony by an overcolourecl recital of its aci:nm­
tuges. It therefore clocs not lay claim to the title of 
Guide Book. The desire of the Editor has been 1 

place in a compact and accessible form ·a trustworth: 
clescription of the leading aspects and industrial devel­
opments of the Colony. It was his hope ancl clesirc to 
have clone this in a much more complete and compre­
hcnsi,-e fashion than circumstances have renderecl 
possible, by inspections of the Micliancl ancl Upper 
Districts corresponcling with those described in the 
:X otcs on the Coastlands. Not being able to caiTy out 
this part of his purpose he has had rncoursc to the 
good offices of local residents, and so far as the 
Districts of Klip River and Richmond arc concerned 
the reader bcnefi ts by the change in plan. N otwi th­
standing the fragmentary character of this portion of 
the work, however, the Editor belives that enough is 

said to giYe a general, and as he trusts, a faithful 
representation of the entire Colony. The aim of all 
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the contrilmtor:-; to these. page:-; has hccn to :;taie fads, '1 

and to sot clown obscnations ·with absolute arnl 

judicial impartiality. Of those c.:ontributors lw beg:-; 

to specify :i\Ir. J. ~conLE, of Ncwcastlu, ~Ir. D. 'l'.\rLoH, , 

of llil:hmoncl, Mr. R. V.\GSE, of thu 1Vatal j)fereury, )lr. 
GEonGE KrxG, of Colcnso. 1J1·. SE.rn.1~, of Pinctowu, 

and :i\Ir. 0. S. ].<'LIXTOFF, of Durban, as lrn,ing affonlccl 

him most Yalnablc and ready assistance. For the 

chapters upon the Coastlancls ( 1d1ich ha,c appeared 
from time to time in the .LYatal 11.lereury) and for the 

rrefatory and Statistical l\Iattcr he is soldy respon­

sible. Should this " Jfanclbook" be found to supply 
a need often said to exist, he ,,·ill be amply rcpaicl for 

the trouble entailed, by ,drnt is sim11ly and aetually a 

labour of love to,rnrcls the land he has made his home. 
Readers who desire to learn more concerning the 

early clays of Natal arc referred to HoLDEx's Ili8tory ~f 
.LYatal, published in 18.33, while such as seek more 
complete information regarding the physical and social 

conditions of the country, cannot clo better than con­

sult Dr. )faxx'H Colony of 2\7rdal, published in 1859, 

the excellent annual Yolumes of D.\ ns' Almanac aud 
Rf'gister, and the columns of the local journals. 
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[NoTE UY TITF. Enrron.-Thc nrtirlrs rPlatinp; to tlu· 
JJirrmond Fi'dds wrrP ,vritt.Pn somr' tinw ag-o b(•forc t}w 
depression in the Dinmoml llfnrkd, nrnl thP inrrrasr·il 
cost and difficulty of working rlaims, Imel materially 
changed the aspect of affairs at Colcsbcrg Kopjc. Of 
the river diggings all that is Anitl still holds goocl, 
except in so fur ns the lower prices of the gems fonml, 
diminish the profits of working there. The great 
depth to which claims at the N cw Rush arc now 
carriecl have re1ulcrccl more cxtcnsiYc mechanical ap­
pliances necessary, aml so changeful arc the conditions 
of dimnond digging that it is difllcult to say what may 
be the prospects of diggers hcrcnftcr. Upon this point, 
t,hercfore, the Editor leaves the cnrrcnt reports of the 

clay to speak.] 



A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF NATAL. 

" TT7iere 1·.s lfrrtal ?" is a question commonly put by 
people who cl_? not live, or who ha.,e not li,cd, in that 
colony. The delightful vagueness which distinguishes 
Jfritish knowledge of colonial geography, applies to 
::louth Africa as well as to other better known portions 
of the Empire. One person asks :-" Is it near Sierra. 
Leone?'' Another wishes to know-if it is in India? 
.'mother, better informed, confidcn tly answers tha.t the 
South American settlement at " Cape Natal " is re­
ferred to. Others frankly plead utter ignorance. 

It is with the Yiew of answering this question con­
cisely a.nd clearly a.s ma.}· be, that these brief intro­
ductory notes ha.Ye been penned. i\Iany years ha.ve 
ola.psecl sinrc a locally prepared '' Guide Book " 
appeared. Dr. Mann's compilation wa.s issued in 18.59; 
1Ir. Robinson's "Practical Guide Book" appeared in 
1862. Both arc largely obsolete, if not out of print. 
The first, howernr, may be consulted with much a.d­
nmtagc by any person who desires to obtain fuller 
information concerning the historical, social, ancl 
physical conditions of Natal, than the following pages 
pretend to supply. -. 

Natal, or rather the port hearing; tha.t name, was 
discovered on Christmas Da.y, A.D. 1 mi, by Va.sco di 
Gama, who hacl rounded the Cape for the first time, 
about a month before. It occupies the sa.me parallel 
of la.titucle as A lgcria, O,nccnsland, Louisiana Chili 

' ' and other t;ountrios similarly siluatcd as regards fer-
tility of soil and Ya.ricty of resource:;. It i:; thirty 
degrees cast of Greenwich, and thirty degrees south 
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of the liue, aud has at pru:;ent a :;eabo,trd of about l,j() 

miles, oYerlooking the Indian Ocean at a point of the 
African continent, about 800 miles north-eastward of 
the Cape. Being 390 miles south of the tropics, it is 
free from those 1n·otractccl Reasons of inten:;e heat that are 
incillental to torrid latitudes, while it also suffers \ ery 
partially from extremes of colcl. The climate of Natal 
is, on the whole, worthy of its reputation.. )Jihl ancl 
congenial, it is neither too seYerc, nor too relaxing for 
the Emopea~ system. The thermometer indicates a 
range of temperature from 38to9G degrees. Themonthly 
mean during the winter season, from May to August, 
inclusiYc, woulcl range according to locality, from GO to 
G7 degrees. This period of the year is characterised 
by a clear bright sky, by an absence of rain, by a 
keen bracing temperature before sunrise and after sun­
set, ancl by moderate warmth cluring the clay. The 
summer, or the "rainy season," may be saicl to last 
from October to :i\Iarch. At this time, especially in 
the month of February, the heat is much greater. 
Occasionally the thermometer will rise to 100 degrees 
in the shacle, ancl very Tarely indeed falls below GO, 
while it often ranges between 80 ancl 90. As a rule, 
the district near the shore, is more continuously "'l"T'"arm 
than the uplands, although the clry miclclay heat often 
felt in the latter l·egion, is morn scorching though less 
enervating than the humicl warmth of the lowlandR. 
The a,crage mean temperature of the six hot and 
wet months for six years has been computed at G9·1: 
ancl of the six colcl ancl clry months for the &ame periocl 
at 60·7. The ayerage highest reading for that time 
ranged from 87·8 to 91 ·5. Periods of extreme heat 
are not of long duration. Along the shore a sea breeze 
generally s1Jl'ings up towards noontime, and render8 

the uir pleasant. 
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Tl1e Cli'mate of 1Yrdal is uncloubteclly he11lthy. 
Disease is generally the eonsequcnee of speeial con­
ditions-of undue exposure, of sanitary recklessness, 
of ill chosen loqality, or of intemperance. N atnl is so 
uniformly a hilly country that tracts of marsh land 
arc neither large nor many. }Ierc aml there, howcvor, 
swampy spots are met with, nncl if left unclrainecl ancl 
uncultivated, they will proYe to dwellers by them, 
the breeding ground of fever. A eertain moclifi.ecl type 
of low fever, generally traceable to some specific cause, 
is the only serious disease of an epiclemie character 
'known in Natal. Diarrhma and dysentery arc com­
mon, but they are in most eases attributable to chang~ 
of climate, impure water, 01· personal carclessnes8. 
Influenza breaks out occasionally when seasons happen 
to change suddenly, or cold is severe. For the rest 
we refer our readers to an able article from the pen of 
nu experienced praetitioncr on a subsequent page ; ns 
also to another artiele, written by a non-professional 
bnt most intelligent observer, who, after a year's resi­
dence, gives his impressions of onr eoast climate. 

Tlw area of 1Vatal may be set clown at about 151000 
square miles, or about 10 million aeres. This is roughly 
clfricled into the following Counties :-

Coast Counties-
Dnrban ............... . 
Alexandra ............. . 
A.1frcd ............... . 
Vietoria ............... . 

-:\[icllnnd-
Pictcrmaritzbmg ....... . 
1r11n-oti. ............... . 

Square Mil<"s. 
298 

lGOO 
1500 
1482 

2i!)7 
1200 
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Upland-
"\Vccnen.............. . 1860 
"FT R' '- ip Niver 1· ........... ) !3720 

cwcast c .......... f 
The popular computation, which nrny or may not l>" 
accurate, sets the area down at 18,000 square milr~ or 
12 million acres. 

A iapid glance at the 1/fap ~f ~Natal will suffice to 
give the reader a general idea of the geographical <lis­
tribution of its surface. 

DunnAx occupies about the <'cntrc of the 
coast line, and stands on the northern shore of 
an almost landlocked bay, within which ,cssPls of 
moderate tonnage find a perfectly sccme an­
chorage. Works arc in progress for tl1e impro,cmcnt 
of the entrance by the scouring away of the har. From 
five to twelve vessels arc generally in port . .A railway­
two miles in length leads from the landing place and 
port-called "the Point "-up to the town. Threo 
long and straight streets are crossed at right angles by 
other streets. 

There arc several substantial stores built of brick, as 
are most of the buildings, but they present the di.er­
sity of aspect common to most colonial towns. There 
are a good number of two-storey edifices, but 
single storeys predominate. There arc 870 
houses in the borough, occupied by 3324 whitrs, 
1771 kafirs, and 656 coolies, forming a popnbtion 
altogether of 5751 souls. Sidmrnlh run down 
the sandy streets, and the ccntr1• of i he roa<1"-:1)· is 
being hardened. 2082 of the rcsiclmL lin• in thr sub­
urbs, and the wooded range of the Bcrc>a is co,ercd in 
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parts with the houses', eottag·es, ancl gardens of the 
townspeople. There are :fiftcrn chmehes ancl places of 
worship, representing all denominations (Roman Cath­
olic included) within the limits of the borough lands. 
In the centre of the town is a large enclosure laid out 
as a public promenade, arnl :flanked by a handsome pile 
of public offices. At the foot of the Berea spreads the 
Botanic Gardens, fifty acres in extent, which have been 
established twenty-one years. A bathing stage; pub­
lic wells ancl pumps; a spacious gaol; tTamways clown 
the cross-streets ; street lamps ; masonic halls ; and a 
bowling alley, are among the other adjuncts of the 
town. 

Lcanng Durban, the main road of the colony passes 
westwaTCl over a hilly and wooded country 
until it reaches the scattered village of PINETOWN, 13 
miles distant. From thence the country traversed is 
bare, and almost tenantless, until the city of Pietcr­
maritzburg is neared, wh('n farmsteads become more 
numerous. Six roadside hostelries provide for the 
wants of travellers, and the county of Durban is left. 
behind about the " Ralf way Rouse," situated amongst 
high hills ancl deep gorges-portion of a belt ofrn~:gecl 
and broken country intersecting Natal from north to 
south at a distance of from fifteen to twenty miles off 
the sea. 

NAmTznu1w-the "Jlioter" being dropped for con­
venience-lies in a basin, with lofty hills rising ab­
ruptly beyoncl it. The •to·wn covers more grouml than 
Durban, and contains morn buildings, the genern.l ap­
pearance of the streets, bid out at right angles, being 
much the same. Reel-tiled roofs, however, and the tall 
forms of gum troes herC' form marked featnres in the 
landscape. The non-publirntio11 of m.unieipal stutis-

D 
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ties prevents our stating the exact number of houses, 
but the population consists of 3632 whites, 2984 na­
tives, and 176 coolies, or 6792 altogether. There are 
thirteen churches in the city-including three "Cath­
edrals." An imposing pile of public offices has re­
cently been erected. Fort Napier, where a garrison of 
about 450 of H.M. troops is stationed, overlooks the 
town from a slight rise at its southern extremity. Side 
walks and streams of running water, skirt the streets 
on either hand, and are often overshadowed by trees. 
The Little Bushman's River surrounds the town to the 
eastward, and beyond it stretches the Alexandra Park, 
a beautifully situated and tastefully laid out tract of 
300 acres, where the band plays, and the citizens drive, 
ride, or walk. Government House, near Fort Na pier, 
has lately been rebuilt, and not far from it stand the 
massive walls of the Gaol. The hills around are being 
rapidly clothed with suburban residences, and large 
groves of trees already darken the slopes of what, 
fifteen years ago, was barren ground. 

RrcmroND is a small township twenty-five miles 
south of Maritzburg, and GREYTOWN is another about 
fifty miles to the north of that city. These are scattered 
groups of houses, with a store or two nna post office. 
Each is the residence of a divisional magistrate, and 
the latter is the centre of the county of U mvoti. Here 
and onward we are in what are known us the " up­
country districts," where tropical agriculture is not 
carried on, but where cattle, sheep, and corn-farming 
are the chief industries. 

Around i\faritzburg farmsteads are more numerous, 
but elsewhere they are scattered nt wide clistnnees 
apart, except here and there where settlers haw been 
1nore thickly planted, us at New Leeds, Byrne, York, 
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aucl the Upper Umkomanzi. The eharaeter of the 
country continues to be hilly and bare, with now and 
then patches of Y ellowwood forest, or :l\limosa thorn 
bush. The former generally crowns the brows of 
heights, while the latter is dotted over the low-lying 
vallies. 

The main road beyond Maritzburg still holds to the 
westward, and sixteen miles on reaches a cluster of 
homesteads known as HowrcK, where the Umgeni 
plunges at one bound over a precipiee 300 feet high. 
Thence the road ascends the Karkloof and Mooi River 
heights, until it reaches an altitude of 5000 feet above 
the sea. 

The magnifieent range of the Dr~kensberg moun­
tains, our inland frontier, some peaks of which are ten 
and twelvethousmdfeethigh, stretehes parallel with the 
road at a considerable distance, and presents an im­
penetrable front eastward. The vast basin of the 
Upper Tugela succeeds. Here are situated the small 
villages of Esrcoum, "\VEENEN, and CoLENso, all of 
which are in the triangular-shaped eounty of W eenen. 
Beyond, to the north-westward, spreads Klip River 
eounty and Newcastle, the township of LAI>ISllIIT:rr ly­
ing near the southern border of the former division. 
An exhaustive chapter descriptive of these distriets will 
be found elsewhere. 

Such are the ehief divisions and eentres of the eolony. 
The coastlands, which are more fully described in 
the following pages, represent only about one-tenth of 
the entire urea of Natal, but as will be seen the mea­
sure of industrial produetion is out of all proportion with 
breadth of territory. 10,000 tons of sugar, 1000 tons 
of eoffee, and 800 bales of eotton, with smaller crops 
of tobaeeo, anowroot, eorn, fruit, and pepper represent 
the industcy of this littoral region. 
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l<'nlly 2,000,000 aeres of Xatul are tuke11 up hy 
1Yative Locations, a chain of which almost cli viclos the 
upper from the coast district·. These arc mostly 1:-itn­
atcd in broken and bushy eountry, ,vhieh the kafir 
seems to prefer to more 01)cn ground. The arnilable 
waste lands Jjc chiefly at some distanee from the pre­
sent centres of population, the bulk of them being in 
the district south of the Umkomanzi, where very few 
white settlers reside. There arc at lea-;t thirty-seven 
native mission stations belonging to the American Board 
of ::\Iissions, the Anglican, Lutheran, Romr,n Catholic, 
W cslcyan, Hanoverian, aml N onvegian churehes. Bo 
far the amount of eonnrsion effected is not in propor­
tion to the labour bestowed upon the ,,ork. European 
settlers in tlic country distriets arc occasionally visited 
by ministers of different churehcs, and divine service is 
regularly held in each of the townships we haye 
named. 

In the midland counties Cereal Crops arc largely 
grown-maize and oats more l)articularly. The latter 
is chiefly cultivated for "forage," being cut clov.-n green 
and sold without thrashing in the markets of 1Iaritz­
bmg and Durban. Maize is grown by both Europeans 
and natives, but of late years the supply has been rn J 
much in excess of the demand, ancl the cost of trans-
port has been so great in proportion, that the market 
prices hn:vc been quite unremuneratiYe. For a long 
period maize was selling at from three to six shillings 
per sack of three bushels. Cotton• is also gro,,n in 
these districts, and is capable of eultiYation, in certain 
localities, throughout the entire colony. :Full descrip-
tions of cotton-planting-both on the coast ancl in the 
midlamls-will bo found further on. 



xvn. 

8!1eep:l'r11·111ing sucrr.eds moderately woll in the rnirlclle 
arnl nppcr rlistricts, but Natal docs not present rgual 
ad Yanta,;es with the interior republic of the Free 8tate 
for thr\ <lepasturagc of flocks on a large scale. Small, 
compact flocks, well bred, and well cared for, have 
done well-but there arc certain local diseases and 
dangers which arc not encountered on the vast plains 
of the interior. Although Horse-breeding is mcnacetl 
by the periodical " sickness," the pursuit would and 
might be carried on much more extensively than it is 
were there a better maTket for horseflesh. Of late 
years these animals haYc been falling in price, until 
now not more than from fisc to ten or twelve guineas 
can be got for an ordinary cob. On the Coast, planta­
tion horses and mules arc now being so largely 
employed that there will be an increased denrnud for 
these animals. 

Cattle-breeding, from the earliest ages, has been pur­
sued in Natal. So far back as 1689 it was described 
by certain shi pwreckcrl mariners as being full of '' cattle.'' 
Along the coast a hardy breed of small size, known as 
the Zulu, is found to suit the country best. In the 
upper districts, " Fatherland" cattle of large dimen­
sions are bred. In 1855-6 the lung-sickness, or pleuro­
pneumonia, first broke out, and swept off the herds­
causing the farmers to turn their attention to sheep­
farming. Of late years, however, as experience, 
familiarity, and inoculation lessened the clangers and 
abated the ravages of the disease, cattle have again 
become cheap and plentiful, although every year 5ecs a 
considerable per centage carried off by the scourge. 
During the winter of 1871 a new disease broke 
out upon the coast with great virulence, and caused 
serious losses. From its most apparent peculiarity it 



.xvm. 

is called "milt rliscase," and bears a striking similarity 
to the "reel water" sickness of ·Farmers' CylopwdiaH. 
Its ravages are as yet confined to certain coast districts, 
where the scarcity of pasturage causecl by the spread of 
cultivation, and the waE.t of water arising from drought, 
may, it is surmised, have brought into play specific 
action of a disease-creatiug kind. Hitherto, cattle 
have been left to feed themselves on the wild pastures 
of the soil. It may be that, nuder the changecl order 
of things, this primitive and savage system will be found 
incompatible with the maintenance of health in cattle. 

Among the nati,·es cattle-breeding-which is still, as 
of old, their favourite pursuit-is supplemented by 
goat-keeping. The ease with which these animals are 
bred points to the probability that Natal will be found 
well-fitted for the growth of angora5 and alpacas. 
The former are already reared with success to a small 
extent. 

In a country where corn 'is so abundant-where 
sheep and cattle are bred so largely-where poultry is 
largely reared by the natives, who are not themselves 
fowl-eaters-and where vegetables are grown all the 
year round with the greatest ease-Food cannot fail to 
be both cheap and plentiful. Considering that Natal 
is not bigger than Scotland, it is wonderfully self­
contained. Sugar, coffee, :flour, meal, cheese, milk: 
and butter ; beef, mutton, pork and poultry ; fruit of 
all kinds, from the familiar apple to the tropical mango ; 
vegetables in equally wide variety; rum, beer and cor­
dials; preserves, pickles, and condiments of every kind 
are the common products of the soil. Tea will grow, 
but needs cultivating; and it is hard to say whntneces­
sary of life or luxury of the table is not capable of 
production. 

J 
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·with such an unlimited capacity for food produc­
tion, it may well be asked why the European popula­
tion of Natal has remained so small-why, while other 
colonies less variously endowed have attracted their 
thousands and tens of thousands, Natal can only count 
her new settlers by tens ? This brings us to the great 
want of the colony, and to the chief cause of its back­
warclness. It has no efficient means of TRANSPORT. It 
has neither navigable rivers nor railways. Its roads are 
not macadamizecl, and its only means of conveyance for 
merchandise is transport in the cumbrous ancl slow-paced 
ox-wagon, drawn by teams of fourteen or twenty oxen 
at the rate of about fifteen miles a clay. Beyond a 
certain distance, it makes the transport of all but cer­
tain kinds of produce a bar to extended production. 
It does not pay farmers to send corn by such means a 
distance of a hundred miles, when, at the end, they may 
only get 2s. a bushel for it. For draught oxen are apt 
to die, especially when traversing roads that may have 
been used, and grazing on pastures that may have been 
eaten clown, by infected cattle. So far, throughout 
the midland and upper districts no staple except cereals 
has been fairly established. Efforts are now being 
made to grow cotton, and it is believed that hill-rice, 
fibres, silk, and other products might be cultivated to 
advantage. Want of transport ancl want of popula­
tion caused thereby, have effectually checked expan­
s10n. 

Railways have long been recognised by the larger 
portion of the community as an absolute condition of 
colonial progress. During the past nine years variou~ 
Mhemes have been proposed, and several have been 
brought before the Legislature. During the last 
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ses!l\ion of tho J.cgi.:-dative Council, ho-wnwr, a cr11:ain 
project submitted Um•c year<; ago was finally and un:.mi­
monsly acloptccl, and a law wns passr~cl muking yn·ovision 
for the same. Jlr. "\VEr.1101c,•1,:, to whose energy arnl 
porse,eraucc as promotrr of the accepted system, this 
movement is clue, seelrn to secure to the country tho 
full measure of aclnmtage dcrfrablc from a comprehen­
sive rathm: than a partial system-one that shall con­
nect the intmi.or states and the Coal fields of N ewcastlr 
with the seaport, as well as afford. immediate relirf to 
existing traffic. A system which seeks to construct 
rnilways, to colonise our ,Yaste lands, an<l. to <l.evelop 
our eoal mines, is felt to fulfil the 1..'0lonial re<]_nire­
ments of a young country. 

Mr. WELBORNE undertakes to construct frrn line5 of 
railway-from Durban to Tongaat; from Durban to 
Umkomanzi ( coastwise); from Durban to lifaritzbmg; 
from Maritzburg to Estcourt ; from E'3tcourt to 
Olivier's Rock, and From Estcourt to Newcastle (in­
land-ex.tending altog<?thcr to a length of 345 miles. 
These lines arc to be 3 feet 6 inches guage, to ham 
rails weighing 60 lbs. to the yard., an<l. to run trains at 
a spcec.l never less than ton miles an hour. Upon these 
a tariff of rates is to be imposed, amounting for the 
longer <l.istanccs to less than half present charges. 

The Legislative Council in return, guarantees to :Mr. 
·wELBORNE an aggregate subsidy of £40,000 per annum 
for twenty years, payable in certain definite sums pro­
portion(;)<l. to the length of line actually in operation, 
and only payable if those lines are opened. within a 
given period. The line to Maritzburg is to be finished 
within three years from the <l.ate of appro,iug- the 
eontract; the lines to the frontiers fiye years after. 
He is also given three million acres of Crown lands, to 
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be allotted in the same nrnnner, in proportion to the 
work done, and strietly on condition of such lands be­
ing occupied at the rate of three adult Europeans to 
the 1000 acres. He is also to haxe the exclusive right 
of manufacturing iron for ten years, as well as to have 
the ex.elusive right of mining coal on all Crown lands. 
As that coal is useless without a rnilway, this conces­
sion amounts to little. It is said, however, that these 
monopolies may probably be relinquished. 

Finally, Mr. "\VELBORNE is to lodgG £400,000 as 
caution money, or guarantee, for the due fulfilment of 
his contract. 

Memorials signed by a large majority of the Euro­
pean male inhabitants, strongly supporting this 
project, were sent to the Secretary of State at the 
beginning of the year, and the community is now 
(}fay, 1872) awaiting with eager anxiety the result of 
the pending negotiations. 

Th~ Hi~tory of .Natal though brief is not eventful, al! 
events are regarded in this age of giant wars and sud­
den re-rnlutions. After its discovery by the Portuguese 
in 1498, liLtle was heard of N utal for three centuries, 
except the story of certain shipwrecked mariners out 
of the Dutch ship " StaYenisse," who were cast ashore 
here in 1689, and whose quaint description of the 
natural features of the country, then, correspond oddly 
with far later observations. In 1721 an aborti,e at­
tempt was made by certain Dutch ach-entnrers to estab­
lish a trading settlement. About a century later 
Lieutenant Farewell, with a few others, formed a • 
colony on the shores of the l3ay of Natal. Although 
the JJritish Government declined to aicl this private 
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enterprise, it secured a footing in the country, under­
went many vicissitudes, and enlisted the sympathy of 
a large body of natives. At that time the great Zulu 
chieftain-the Attila of South Africa-Chaka was at 

' the height of his power, ancl the colonists had to con-
eiliate his favour. After his death by violence, they 
had also to win the good graces of Dingaan, 
his fratricidal successor. This little settlement, 
formed originally as a trading venture, gathered 
~round it more and more refugee natives-fugitives 
from the rapacity of their own rulers-and thus began 
that inflowing movement which has now filled so large 
a portion of Natal with a population of 300,000 kafirs. 
In 1835 the English settlers at the port had increased 
in number, and the township of D'Urban, thus called 
after the Go,ernor of the Cape Colony, was in clue 
course laid out. One by one the pioneer founders died 
or left, but still the small community held on and in­
creased. .American missionaries arrived and estab­
lished stations. An English mission was attempted under 
the auspices of the ,: Patagonian martyr "-Captain 
Gardiner. Then in 1835-8 the immigration of Dutch 
farmers, self-expatriated from the Cape Colony took 
place. Of the treacherous massacres, bloody reprisals, 
and bitter struggles, which marked the early history of 
this exodus a volume rather than a chapter might be 
written. Nor were these the encl of trouble to those 
stubborn pioneers. In 1842 they came in conflict with 
the :British Government, which refused to recognise their 
independence or to acknowledge the Republic they 
sought to create, and the hostilities which ensued 

• lasted until 1843, when the insurgent :Boers formally 
agreed to the proclamation of British rule. 

From that time, through a period of twenty-
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eight years, peace has been maintained in Natal. In 
1850-1-2 a war raged on the Cape frontier, between 
the kafir tribes and the British Government, but it did 
not extend to this colony. At several times since, tha 
Boers of the Free State and the Transvaal Republic 
ha,e been at war with the native tribes around them, 
and those tribes have been at war amongst themselves, 
but Natal has happily escaped disturbance. In 1845 
Mr. MARTIN '\VEST assumed the reins of office as Lieut. 
Governor, and was succeeded in that position by Mr. 
PINE, Mr. ScoTT, Colonel J\hcLEA.N, Colonel BrsSETT, 
and Mr. KEA.TE respectively. The last named having 
just left the colony, the reins are at present held by an 
Acting Administrator, until the arrival of l'.Ir. ANTIIONY 
MusGRAVE, Mr. KEATE's successor. In 1856 Her Ma­
jesty conferred a Charter upon the colony, establishing 
a Legislative Council of sixteen members, twelve of 
whom are elected by the colonists. Unfortunately, 
owing chiefly to the fact that the constitution of the 
Executive retained, unaltered, its purely official and 
irresponsible character, there has been constant collision 
between the legislative and administrative elements of 
the Go,ernment. During the year 18 71, however, 
the Secretary of State so clearly defined, and so 
emphatically asserted, the constitutional powers of the 
Legislature, that it is hoped the Government will work 
more harmoniously, effectually, and vigorously than 
it has done. 

Population has not increased in Natal as it has in al­
most all other British nolonie,;. After an existence of 
thirty years its European inhaliitants arc not estimated 
to number more than 18,000. 'l'hc follo"·ing table 
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shows how the white population of the rural districts 
is distributed:-

·whites. Nati,cs. Coolies. 
<fJ ,;, 
c.:, C) 

<fJ 
,_. 

~f; '"= ~ 
County. ~ s C!.) § ,_. ,_. 

<:::: ~ 

~ 
~ y C) 

R ,.,q R 
Durban .... 794 820 .... 7988 81!JG .... 1002 
Alexandra .. 218 176 .... 9000 9000 .... 564 
Victoria .... 882 73G .... 25,577 22,,585 .... ,5G4 
:Maritzburg .. 1274 514 .... 13,342 1G,G77 .... 61 
Weenen .... G43 513 .... 16.0G6 18,453 .... 
Umvoti . . . . 817 G70 .... 13,441 15,5;'j8 .... 
Klip River .. G50 5G5 .... 14,003 17,757 .... 
Newcastle . . 552 459 .... 4027 15:301, ... 
Ali'red ...... 35 14 .... GG39 8539 .... 

About 3000 of these Europrnns arc of Dutch extrac­
tion, descendants of the farmers who migrated in 1835 

from the Cape Colony. 
The lack of increase indicated by the foregoing 

figures must not be taken to imply any reflection upon 
the man-imstaining resources of the country. Lt is 
easily to be explained in other ways. During· the 
years 1849-52, a scheme of immigration, dcyi:;;cd and 
carried by Mr. J. C. Byrne, placed upon the shores of 
Natal, several thousands of British scttkrs. Badly 
conseivcd and carried out, this proj cct rcsultc-d in no 
little disappointment, and produce-cl such a reaction that 
the name of Natal passed under a cloud in the oycs of 
home-people. 'l'hcn came the Australian gold dis­
coveries, which not only diverted emigration from 
other lands to the antipodes, but attractctl also a consider­
able outflow of people from Natal. Since then tl1erc 
has l1ccn no large or syf:tPnrntio omig-rntion to this 
colony. ]Tor some ycnrs lhc Gowrnnwnt ntt<.>mpt01l hr 
means of ussistccl passages, nml offers of lnnd grnnts. t.o 
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induce friends of colonists and settlers of means, to 
come to the country, but the rcsultR were comparatively 
inconsiderable, and in 1870, when the finances of the 
colony were at a low ebb, it was deemed expedient to 
stop all public expcnditmc for this scr-ricc. Grants of 
laud can, however, still be obtained, on conditions 
which arc set forth at length in the appendix. 

Of the experiences of the British colonists of Natal 
dmwg this period of twenty years, much might be 
written, but the facts set forth here in the following 
pages, will serve to indicate what the vicissitudes of 
the settlers have been. Colonists alone ean under­
stand how hard it is in a new land to meet early pri­
vations, to establish strange industries under unfamiliar 
conditions, to deal with a barbarous and undisciplined 
people, to learn the lessons only taught by the hard expe­
riences of personal toil, and disappointment, to see 
labour spent in vain, and enterprise marred by unfore- • 
seen difficulties. These form the lot of pioneer colonists 
in all lands, and they have been in no diminished degree 
the lot of people in Natal. Happy are they who in 
future can come to this fair land enriched by the know­
ledge thus gained, and guided by the truths thus 
wrought out. 

Land, Labour, and Food arc all cheap in Natal. At 
this moment the first of these commodities is purchase­
able at almost nominal rates. The fascinations of the 
Diamond-fields are drawing away so many farmers, 
that farm buildings and homesteads ean be had on 
lease or purchase at rates so low, that they can hardly 
be maintained for long. Farms ranging in extent 
from 500 to GOOO acres, with or without buildings antl 

e 
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cultivated lancl upon tp.cm, have been sold during the 
past year at prices varying between £100 to £500. 

Upon the coast, bncl is dearer; ancl according as it is 
near to or distant from the port, sells at prices varying 
from 5s. to £2 an acre. Tropical agriculture has suc­
ceeded so well-sugar, coffee ancl cotton have so rooted 
themselves to the soil-that the value of land along 
the coast can scarcely fail to rise rapidly, as cultivation 
extends, and railways are constructed. North of Dur­
ban there is scarcely any available Crown land left, 
except at Glendale-a valley well worth the attention 
of settlers, notwithstanding its seclusion. As the road 
thereto is undergoing improvement, the attractions of 
this district-where cotton thl'ives admirably-are by so 
much enhanced. So of Dmban County, as will be shown 
hereafter, a great portion of the land is at present 
locked up from enterprise in the form of native loca­
tions that are being deserted, and native mission-stations 
that are very scantily turned to account. There are, 
however, several localities available for immigrants, 
where grants can be obtained. In the midlands and 
upper districts the chance of holdings is much wider. 
It may fairly oe said, however, that in no part of the 
world can land be got more easily or cheaply than here, 
nor is there any country where, as regards scenery and 
climate, men may find with equal facility more attrac­
tive homes for themselves and their families. 

Labour in Natal is supplied from several sources. Of 
the 300,000 natives living in Natal, but a small pro­
portion enter service. Their herds are so numerous, 
their cornfields so prolific, and the burdens they haYc 
to bear so light, that the dominance over them of a 
civilized government has only had the effect of secur­
ing the freer and largor enjoyment of their normal 
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modes of life. Their wolllen till the fields, their 
children tencl the cattle, they-the 1Ue11-are free to 
spencl their lirns in beer-clrinkings, danees, and hunts, 
which represent their heathen ideal of enjoyment. Only 
when the time for paying the annual tax of 7s. per 
hut collies round, when corn has run short and food is 
scaree, or when money is wanted for the purehase of 
wi,;es, do the kafirs of Natal seek work amongst their 
white neighboms. Large numbers of natives eome in, 
however, from distant tribes, ancl the fame of the Eng­
lishman as a fair-dealing master has gone.forth far and 
wide into the interior of Eastern A.friea. Then, too, 
upon the coast, eoolies from India are largely employed. 
That the work and the climate suit these people is 
proved by the fact that they land here lean, destitute, and 
miserable, and leave, at the end of their ten years' 
term, fat, rich, and comfortable. Financial difficulties 
have eausecl a suspension of this immigration for some 
years past, but measures are in progress, and funds have 
been voted, for its immediate resumption. Indentured 
coolies are paid at the rate of about 14s. a month, ex­
clusive of the annual payment of £3 towards the 
cost of their introduetion, but when out of their terms 
(of five years) they earn from 20s. to 30s. a month. 
Kafirs receive from 8s. to 15s. a month. In districts 
remote from towns the wages of the latter are yet less. 
There is an increasing tenclcncy amongst kafirs in the 
interior to enter Natal in search of employment. Now 
that Coolies are again to be introclueecl, it is more than 
probable that the supply of coloured labom will be 
steady and plentiful, at rates averaging from 1 0s. to 
15s. monthly. Meanwhile, and until such reintroduc­
tion takes plaee, more or less pressure will be -felt. 
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STATISTICAL NOTES. 

Edueational Institutions. 
Seventy-one schools and teachers receive aid from 

Government. During 1870 the total attendance at 
these establishments was 2450, and the average 
q,ttenclance 1797. 

In Maritzburg and Durban there are Righ Schools, 
where a better class of education is provided at a 
moderate payment ; public schools, open to all ; and 
infant schools; in addition to many private institutions. 
There are also several excellent boarding schools in the 
country, both for boys and girls. Denominational 
schools are numerous. 

Literary Institutions. 
In Durban there is a Public Library, and a prfrate 

circulating library. Neither has a large stock of 
books. In Maritzburg there are also a public and a 
private institution. At Verulam, Richmond, Pinetown 
and elsewhere, book clubs arc established, the chief 
use of which is to import magazines and periodicals 
for the use of members. 

Clubs. 
In Durban two are established, the Durban Club, 

and the Athenreum Club. In Maritzburg there are 
also two, the Victoria Club, and the Farmers' Club. 
All occupy spacious buildings of their own. The Vic­
toria and Durban Clubs provide sleeping accommoda­
tion, and duly accredited visitors can be introduced by 
members. 

Agricultural Institutions. 
In Durban there is a Chamber of Agriculture, and 

an Agricultural and Horticultural Society. ·with the 
latter rests the control of the Botanic Gardens. There 
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nrc (in addition to the Farmcrn' Club, before which 
pnpcn, arc often read) in Marit~burg·, Grcy~o'_Vn, 
,Vecncn, and Lndismith, also agncultnral soc1ctics, 
whoso chief business is the organization of annual 
shows. In both Durban and i\foritzburg, Rorticnl­
tmal Societies hold flower shows periodically. An 
Acclimatization Society exists in :;\faritzbnrg. 

There is also. the Natural History Association of 
N atnl, whose head-quarters arc in Dmban, and which 
aims at the promotion of enquiry and investigation in 
all matters relating to the physical conditions and 
history of South-Eastern Africa. 

Commercial and Financial Institutions. 
A Chamber of Commerce exists at Durban and holds 

frequent meetings. There arc two local banks, the 
Natal and the Durban. Both the London aud So nth 
African Bank, and the Standard Bank of British South 
Africa arc represented by branch offices in Durban. 
The latter has a branch also in Maritzburg·, where the 
former has also an agency. 

The other strictly local companies are the Natal 
Railway Company, the Natal Permanent Building 
Loan and Im·cstmcnt Association, the Natal and Free 
State Transport Company, and the 'iVatcrloo Estate 
Company. Of companies whose head offices aTc in 
England, we have the Natal Land and Colonization 
Company, the Glasgow Natal Sugar Company, the 
Glasgow and South African Company, the South Afri­
can Diamond Fields Assocation, the London and Lim­
popo Company. 

Several leading nfarinc, Fire, aml Life Insurance 
Companies both at the Cape and in Great Britain, are 
represented by local ag·eucics. 

Benevolent Institutions. 
There arc four Masonic Lollgcs, two Odd-Fellows' 

Lo<lgcs, an<l one Foresters' Court Harbinger. 
I3encvol?nt Societies managed by local committees 

of Indy rcsHlcnts, arc in oporntion both in Durban aml 
)foritzburg. 
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'l'he Immigrants' Aitl OffirC', fully rl08crih0cl 0lRr>­
wl~cr0, may also come witl1in the cat0gory, as its 
olJ,Jech'I are purely disint0restccl :mcl he1w,·olP11t. Then• 
iR also an Immigration Board cstahlishorl under GoY-
0rnment aui:;pices, with a branch in Durban. 

Th0re arc commodious ho:;pitals for 1wople of all 
racei:; in Dnrban and Uaritzburg, and a Lunatic Asylum 
in the latter city. 

Consulates. 
The German Empire, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, 

Portugal, N otherlands, Belgium, and the S. A. R0pub­
lic are all represented by Consular A.gents. 

Municipal Institutions. 
Durban and Maritzburg are both corporate boroughs, 

each being managed by an elective i\fayor and Town 
Council. In 1870 the borough revenue in Durban 
was £15,466, and in Maritzburg £G,547. These re­
ceipts are chiefly represented by rates levied on the 
freehold value or rental of properties, rents of town 
lands, licenses, or other charges. Regular police 
forces are maintained in both places. 

In the com1try districts there are no local represen­
tative organizations, but the divisional magistrates, 
field-cornets, and road overseers, look after public 
interests. 

Defensive Institutions. 
In addition to the regular garrison, volunteer corpi:; 

are established in Maritzburg, Dmban, ,Veenen, Ladi­
i:;mith, Greytown, Verulam, Richmond, Alexandra, and 
New Germany. The nominal aggregate strength of 
these corps may be set down at about 450 cavalry, 
and 240 infantry, including an artillery corps ili Dur­
ban. Rifle matches are of frequent occurrence, and 
the Natal Rifle Associntion, open to all mnrksmcn. 
meeti:; in Maritzbnrg. 



Judicia.l Institutions. 
TlH'so c>onsist of a Rnprquc Court of three J uclgcs, 

sitting in :Maritzburg; Circuit Courts hclcl bi-monthly 
in Durban and Ladismith ; and eleven permanent 
cli ,·isional comts prcsiclecl over by Resident Magistrates. 
Eighty-thrco gentlemen of position in clif_fcrcnt parts 
of the country holcl commissions as J ushccs of the 
Peace. There arc on tho rolls of the Supreme Court, 
nine mhocates ancl attorneys, nine advocates, and 
twenty-one attomeys. 

Medical Institutions. 
A Medical Board in Maritzburg examines applicant­

practitioncrs, of whom twenty held licenses. There 
are also thirteen liccnsccl chemists and clruggists. 

Public Debt. 
Three loans representing in all £268,000 are about 

to be eonsoliclatccl under a new law which authorises 
the issue of fresh debentures, to the amount of 
£350,000, including those to be offered in exchange 
for old ones. 

Revenue, Expenditure, and Taxation. 
The actual revenue for 1871 was £125,628, and the 

actual expenditure £120,384. In 1861 these figmcs 
were £114,087 ancl £100,082 respectively. 

These receipts are derived from customs and excise 
duties, harbour clues, land sales, quit-rents, transfer 
ancl auction clues, native taxes, postage, foes ancl fines, 
ancl a few minor charges. There arc no direct taxes 
on the white population lc-riccl by the Government, 
except the stamps on legal processes, &c. 

Imports and Exports. 
In 1861 the imports were valued at £402 68°9 and 

the exports at £108,920. ' ' 
In 1871 the imports were rnlued at £4i2,444, and 

the rxports at £562,109. 
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_'l'hc following ·table showR the progress urn1er err­
tarn hruds of pro<lnction nin<l<' in ten yrars :-

Exports. • 1861. 
Sngar .... , .·.: . ...... £19, 115 
·wool ...... : . . . . . . . 32,887 
Arrowi·oot . . . . . . . . . . 4,G84 
Butter ... ; . . . .. . . . . . 14,582 
Ostrich·Fcathers 584 
Bacon ancl Hams . . . . 50 
Fruit ........... : . . 28 
Grain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112 
Hides . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,793 
Horns ... .'.......... • 734 
Ivory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22,825 
Lard ............. . 
Meat, Salted ....... . 
Skins ............. . 1,099 
Spirits ......... , ... . 
Cotton ............. , 43 

Shipping. 

18il. 
£180/i96 

li2,80G 
;J,858 
4,i19 
G,910 
1,593 

3i9 
4,929 

32,G63 
1,987 

12,140 
229 

1,483 
63,9i5 
2,182 
5,763 

In 1861 97 ships arrived at, and 100 left Natal, 
with a tonnage of 18,192. In 1871 103 ships arrived, 
and 107 left, with a tonnage of 27,085. 

The Press. 
Five journals are published in Natal. Of these the 

Natal llfere1try (Durban) is issued three times a week 
(with a cheaper weekly edition); the Natal Colonist 
(Durban) twice a week; the Natal TVi:tness and the Times 
of Natal (Uaritzburg) twice o. week; and the Goi·ern­
ment Gazette (l\faritzburg) once a week. 

There have at different times been periodicals of a 
magazine character started, but they ha,e all ceased 
after a brief existence. 

Gullinl]wortli's Nrttal Almanae and .Dr{1)is'.~ .1.Vatal 
Rel]ister and Almanac are useful works. The latter 
contains every year a large variety of statistical infor­
mation and original matter, and is inclispcnsablc to n 
new-comer. 
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A native literature, eonsisting of translations and 
original works, is fast being formed by the eonstant 
issues from the various mission presses of the eolony. 
The publications by Bishop Colenso,. Canon Callaway, 
and the American Mission are the most noteworthy. 

Ecclesiasticaf. 
Clergymen • of every Clll'istian Church abouncl ~n 

Natal, and the country districts, considering the 
general sparseness of the scattered population, are 
fairly supplied with means of publie worship. At • 
least eighty ordained ministers officiate·throughout the 
eountry, in connexion with either the European or 
native populations. 

Mails. 
Natal eommunicates twice a month with Europe, v£a 

the Cape. A mail from the Cape Colony, Free State, 
Diamond Fields, and Transvaal, conveyed by post carts, 
arrives weekly. A single-wire telegraph conneets 
Durban and J\Iaritzburg. A monthly mail serviee 
with England, along the East Coast, via Mozambique, 
Zanzibar, Aden, and Suez, is likely to be established 
soon; and it is hoped that ere long a submarine cable 
may be extended to Natal from Aden. The mails in 
the eolony are earried with great regularity by native 
runners. A daily post runs to and fro between Durban 
and Maritzburg, and to other districts mails are carried 
once, twice, or tlui.ec a week. The charge on letters 
is ld. per half-ounee; newspapers post free. 

Passenge1· Communications. 
Two miles of line connecting the Point ( or landing 

place) with Durban, and four miles eonnecting Durban 
with the Umgeni, represent the sum-total of Natal 
Railway enterprise. It is eon:6.dently hoped, however, 
that the_ W elborne railway system, twice adopted by 
the Legislature, will be earriecl. into effect. For some 
years two omnibusses ran daily between Durban and 
Maritzburg ; now one runs daily, and another runs 
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twice a week. A passenger cart runs once a week from 
Maritzburg to Harrismith in the Free State. There 
are no other regular horse conveyances. Schenk's ox.­
wagons leave periodically for the Diamond Fields. 

Men principally travel on horseback or in their own 
traps. It is also customary for ladies to ride long 
distances; but where families do not possess horse 
vehicles, they are dependent upon the slow-paced but 
roomy and independent ox-wagon. The main roads 
are generally in good order . 

. -
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THE NORTHERN COASTLANDS. 

COUNTY OF VICTORIA. 

TnE following chapters form the first of a series of papers 
written with the view of making kno,vn to persons 
interei::ted in the Colon,y, both resident and non-resident, 
the natural industrial and social conditions of the 
several districts of Natal. They are the truthful 
record of personal observation, and personal impressions, 
and the leading aim of the writer has been to present 
as faithful a picture as possible of the present state of 
the country. 

CHAPTER I. 
HETROSPECT.-THE UNGENI.-SEA COW LAKE,-UMGENl 

COMPANY'S ESTATE,-UMTATA EST.ATE,-LABOUR,­

YIELD OF SUGAR, 

Twenty years ago the industrial history of Natal 
may be said to have had its beginning. Before the 
year 1850 agriculture in this colony was confined to 
the growth of a little wheat by the Boers, and of a 
fair quantity of maize by the natives. Cotton culture, 
it is true, had been attempted at New Germany, but 
had only succeeded in proving that the soil of the 
country was suitable to the staple, without at the same 
time proving that its production would be remuner­
ative. Cattle yet grazed, fat and sleek, upon our 
pasture lands as they had done for centuries past but 
sheep had yet to be acclimatised, and horsebrecdi~g as 
an enterprise was- wholly in embryo. A few coffee • 



bushes were bearing berries in the garden of a private 
householder of Durban, and a small patch of sugar 
cane was being planted by Mr. Morcwood, at Compen­
sation. Several thousands of British immigrants were 
in course of transmigration to these shores, and it is 
the final results of their toil, their energies, their 
enterprise, and their perseverance, which I have now 
to describe. 

At that time Victoria county-the region north of 
the Umgeni-was less known to the colonists at large 
than Queensland is now. The district had so far no 
name, nor any territorial identity. The" cotton lands" 
allotted, or set apart for '' Byrne's immigrants,'' were 
in this direction, and under that vague and generic 
n~me ,we understood the locality which I am now 
traversing. A region of wild f}nd trackless bushland; 
of unbridged rivers, and unscarped bills ; of forests 
thronged by wild beasts, and of grasslands dotted over 
with kafir kraals,-such was the county of Victoria 
twenty years ago. 

Bearing this picture of the past in our minds, let us 
proceed to view the realities of the present. 

The tra~eller northward naturally turns his horse's 
bead as much due north as possible. Over the windy and 
sand-swept ":flat"-a hideous synonym for the Eng­
lish word ~' plain,".,-we follow the track of the locomo­
tive as far as the Umgeni. Slight change-save in 
the iron road-does that "flat" show during the last 
ten years. One or two new cottages skirting the road 
,ide ; one or two old cottages gone to ruin ; a thicker 
sprinkling of house& on the circumjacent Berean bill­
slopes; fe.wer oxen grazing amidst t,hc thick march 
grass of the '' vley ;" no improvement in the texture 
of the road one has laboriously to traverse-these 
are one's passing observations. Beyond the river we 
see near the sea the green heave of the sugar fields 
belonging to the estate of the late Mr. Greig; and_ 
higher up the bill other homesteads, with patches of 
bananas, arrowroot, and capsicum. Two years ago the 
now disused road which tur.os to the eaa~ward was a 
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favourite point of access to the neighbouring county, 
-now the ford is all but deserted, and the occupa­
tion of the ferryman is gone. The reason we find, i~ 
the level rails beside us, and in the cheap but service­
able bridge which spans the river in place of the 
handsome structure swept away by the flood of .1868. 

\Vere these notes not intended to be strictly descrip~ 
tive I should pause to point out how strongly the ex­
perience of this Umgeni railway testitieE to • the 
practicnhility, on financial grounds, of a line to Veru­
lam. Slack though the season is in a productive sense 
there are signs of activity about the iron-shed miscalled 
a station, while the long chain of trucks laden with 
stone fur the Harbour Works from the adjacent quarry 
looks progressi VE> and b usi ness-liko. 

At this time of the year, when the river is low, and 
the sands of its bed are but lightly covered with the 
clearest of water, the charge of 3d. at the toll-gate 
opposite is apt to seem unusually annoying. And yet 
no money, all things considered, should be paid more 
cheerfully. Not on account of the money wasted 
through engineering carelessness on the destroyed 
briuge, but because this modest edifice is a standing 
proof that it is possible under the pressure of a great 
emergency, to bridge a wide and troublesome river with 
great rapidity and at a small cost. 

Mr. Allen's temperance hostelry, lacks the cheerful 
aspect it wore, ere the useless provisions of a silly law 
compelled its owner to strip the bottles from bis shelves 
and to put in their place the rows of harmless ginger 
pop that figure there With the irrepressible e"nter­
prise of a stirring man, however, mine host has filled 
his stables with mules, wherewith he now runs three 
times a week a 'hus to Verulam. 

A pleasant bit of road is that which skirts the 
northern shore of the Umgeni. ,ve have Mr. Buttery's 
nrrowroot ground.,, and Mr. Bishop's sugnr plantation 
with hi_s modest mill behind us. Up the valley where 
the mam road meanders the black flue of Mr. Chick's 
li_ttl~ .mil~ shows itself. Furth~r on M. Phillippe'a 
d1r1t.11lery 1s passed, and the sluggish river taker, a greet 
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tnrn northward, enclosing the Springfield '' flat " in 
its sweep. Cane and maize still prevail throuihout 
this alluvial plain-one of the earliest homes but least 
successful scenes of sugar-planting. This tract of 
ground has undergone as manv vicissitudes as a Natal 
colonist. It b:ts grown forage, potatoes; maize, and 

. sugar, by turns. The old mill-house, which was at 
one time so famous a feature of our coastlands, the 
only one of its kind, except Mr. Jeffels', in the colony, 
looks deserted and in a rather low way, but on the hills 
beyond we see the coffee plantations at Tyrrell's Tor, 
and the Berea, notably among the latter being Mr. 
Hartley's estate of Everton, whose residence from this 
distance looks of imposing proportions, and wears an 
almost baronial aspect. 

Between the U mgeni bridge and the U mgeni sugar­
mills the river flows sleepily on one side, and on the 
other the hill side skirts the winding road, now breaking 
off into little woody vallies, and now rising up in ferny 
walls of rock. Soon the road reaches the plain again 
and you ride briskly between fields of China cane, 
whose thin, tall, reedy stems, seem thicker and higher 
than usual. There are not many flat pieces of ground 
upon our coastlands, and the value of those that there 
are is diminished considerably by their liability to frost. 
Still, the rarity of any large breadths of deep alluvial 
soil renders these exceptional localities in great request. 
Mr. A. B. Kennedy to whose unremitting energy and 
unabated persistency, the success of this estate is 
attri_butable, has placed under cane all the available 
flat land on this side of the river. These plantations 
he has intersected by broad roads, wide enough to pre­
sent an effectual barrier against the advances of fire. 
As the road nears the mill it passes below a small 
village of coolie houses where coolies are still making 
merry. The work-bell sounds as we pass and the 
labourers troop forth again to their afternoon labour. 

At the proprietor's house, which crowns a hill over­
looking the estate and the river, the distant hills and 
the sea, we are hospitably received by Mr. Oliver 
Tootal. This gentleman acts under Mr. R. S. North, 
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who, during Mr. Kennedy's absence, is responsible _for 
the efficient working of the estate. Mr. North happens 
to be in town to-day, but under Mr. ·T.'s guidance 
let us proceed to make a tour of inspection round this 
-the largest, and in some respects most interesting­
estate in the colony. 

But first let us explain, for the benefit of distant 
readers, that the Sea C_ow Lake estate takes its name 
from the small sheet of water, called by courtesy a 
lake, which, reed-grown, rests in the shadow of the 
bushy hills around. This little mere derives its title 
from no figure of speech, as to this day a family of 
seacows have their home in its still waters. There 
have been occasional raids made against these creatures, 
but they still remain to give a flavour of savageism to 
the most highly cultivated district of the colony. 'Jhe 
estate bas been a gradually formed one, having ab­
sorbed neighbouring properties. Mr. A. B. Kennedy, 
its original creator and proprietor, had, like the rest of 
our pioneer-planters, uphill work for many years. 
In 1865, however, he went home and formed there the 
.small company now known as the Umgeni Sugar Com­
pany, to which the property now belongs. Mr. Ken­
nedy still retained the management, and after his re­
turn the result of enlarged capital was soon apparent 
in the vigorous extension of operations. 

There are now on this estate 1050 acres under cane 
and 150 acres under coffee ; 300 acres of the former 
are planted for the first time. The latter, however, is 
but a subsidiary enterprise, sugar-planting being the 
main stay of the undertaking. There are employed 
on the estate about 242 coolies and about 300 
kafirs. This is a smaller gang than has been 
employed in times past, as many as 800 and 900 having 
at-one time been employed, when the ground which is 
now covered with rustling cane, and the roads which 
now traverse the steep and winding declivities of the 
estate, were under the picks and spades of labourers. 
The old mill, whose opening we recorded at the time 
in these columns, is near the house, and has been con­
iiderab]y improved of late years-a vacuum pan ,, 



among other alterations, having been added. When 
I say, however, that the cultivated portion of the 
estate is six miles long from end to end, it will be 
11een that this mill, being almost at one extremity, is 
too far for converiience or economy from the remoter 
fields. A new, second mill, is therefore to be erected 
higher up the river, and Mr. Kennedy is now super­
intending at home the arrangement of the machinery, 
which will include every improvement devised by 
modern science, and recent experience. The changes 
likely to be effected by the halving of the sugar duties 
are sure not to be lost sight of in the preparution 
thereof. 

Of the 1050 acres now under cane there will pro­
bably be from four to five hundred to crush this year, 
and it is hoped-if frost should not interfere-that a 
crop of 700 tons may be obtained. The canes so 
far look large and wel1, and the prospect for the 
winter seems excellent. Last year, owing to the 
ravages of flood and frost-as severe as can well be 
experienced-the estate only produced about 270 tons 
of sugar, against 506 tons the year before. A few 
figures as to the cost of labour on this estate may be 
useful. The wages of the kafirs will average 9s. for 
thirty days ; and the wages for coolies will average 
13s. per month; but this will be reduced in a short 
time, as the free coolies now get only 12s. per month; 
and as soon as the time of the assigned coolies has 
expired, there will be very few above 12s. The coolies 
are paid once in two months ; the kafirs once a month. 
The former are found to be very handy at the mill, to 
be good cane cutters, and very useful in making drains 
and roads ; but the kafirs are found best for ordinary 
field work. The food of both kafirs and coolies amounts 
to somewhere about the same as their wages. 

In looking at the large number of kafirs employed, 
it must be borne in mind that the greater number of 
them have been, and are, employed in clearing and 
preparing new land for future cultivation. 

Let us now begin our ride round the estate. It lies 
picturesquely along the river, and like most Natal 

-
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surfaces is boldly undulating. Steep, howover, as are 
some of the hills, their slopes arn all cultivated, even 
where the angle of ascPnt seems so sharp as to make 
me wonder what kind of being found foothold strong 
enough to use the hoe. The whole estate is cultivated 
by hand. No ploughs are used. Hoeing here, as in 
many other loculities, is found preferable. As we 
advance the valley closes in, the hills on the other 
side increase in height, and the roads get steeper and 
inore tortuous. Our Colonial Engineer might take a 
lesson in roadmaking from Mr. North's performances 
on this estate. There are more than eighty miles of 
made road here. Most of these roads are escarpments 
cut out of the sides of the hills, and in some cases 
hard rock has had to be moved by blasting. At one 
point the road winds round a cool and shady ~orge. 
Dark mossgrown rocks rise overhead; no sun light 
ever enters here, and this sweet spot, therefore, openM 
ing to the river flowing pleasantly below, is the 
favoured haunt of picnics. Soon after we rise, and 
skirt the edge of a precipice, 300 feet high, with the 
river at our feet. Again we traverse a causeway, 
thrown over a. ravine, of solid hewn stone, by which 
the two estates are, in point of fact, connected. The 
amount of skill and labour, economically yet efficiently 
expended in road-making, is quite astonishing, and 
shows clearly enough that the managers believes in the 
Roman principle of subduing and of holding countries. 

At this point the group of houses connected with what 
is known as the ''new estate" is seen. "Plenty of super­
intendence," I was told, is one of the leading princi­
ples of management. There are five or six intelligent 
white overseers who are responsible for the taskwork 
of the coloured labourers. Although our presence was 
unexpected, all were found cheerfully and hard at 
work. Comfortable quarters are provided for the 
European employes, and in the mill an English engi­
neer is in charge. As we proceed all traces of culti­
vation c,n the other side of the river are left behind. 
The scenery becomes very picturesque. On the other 
side a hill-flank clothed with bush, untrodden by maa, 



rises abruptly to a height of five or six hundred feet. 
Now the wooded barrier is broken by a gorge guarded 
by white precipices, gleaming though their russet 
garb of tree and shrub. Now the hills on our side 
rise to a yet higher altitude, and we can trace out 
through the bush that :iovcrs them the straight line 
that marks the inland boundary of the estate. A 
brond road cut through the bush traverses the estate 
to its end, where the river turns again, coming towards 
us over a rapidly fo1ling bed of rocks, among which 
the stream foams confusedly. The evening shadows 
are falling over the near J nanda hills, and adding a 
new charm to the varied tints around. Agriculture 
amongst such scenery becomes almost romantic, and 
its toils must surely to an inte1ligent eye be less op­
pressive when spent amidst these rocks and woods, 
these deep va1leys and shaggy hills. As we wend 
our way back by a less definite road the varieties of 
colour in the scenery grow very remarkable. Here 
for the first time in Natal I notice true autumnal tints, 
Some of the native trees in this va1ley wear this 
season warm and ruddy hues, which contrast beauti­
fully with the darker foliage of the prevailing bush, 
and the brighter green of the cane-fields. 

Two tons an acre have often been obtained from 
China cane on this estate. Inoculation is rigorously 
enforced, and every measure is taken to prevent con­
tamination, by fences and regulations. Snakes are 
very common and mischievous: but since the last fatal 
accident, every overseer is armed with the necessary 
remedies. Altogether, a visit to the Sea Cow Lake 
estate well repays a visitor, and gives him a better 
iclea of the sugar-producing capabilities of the colony. 
It i:. most satisfactory to be. able to add, finally, that as 
much as 22 per cent. has been returned oo cnpital ex­
peud::id, io one favourable year, and that even on last 
year's l)perations, when flood and frost did their worst, 
a dividend will, it is hoped, remain for the share­
holders. Here, therefore, we have a visible example 
of what energy nnd enterprise can accomplish, when 
backed by adequate capital. 
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The road onward passes through an interesting 
estate known as Tor Vale, formerly the property of 
Mr. S. Crowder, jun., but now in the hands of the 
Natal Land and Colonisation Company, and under 
able management. It was very· interesting to see 
growing here, in flourishing condition, side by side, 
China grass, eoffee, and eotton. The latter was bear­
ing, and the bolls looked numerous and well filled. 
Regretting my inability to make an inspection of so 
pleasing a property, I rode on to the well-known Um­
tata Estate, whose spreading eanefields almost abut on 
those of the U mgeni Company. This estate was 
formed some twelve years ago.by our townsman, :Mr. 
John Millar, who disposed of it to Mr. P. Ferreira, of 
Maritzburg. It has from that time been under the 
able management of Mr. Aling Osborn. Tbe pro­
perty is now in the hands of the Natal Plantations 
Company, represented in this colony by Mr. Traill 
Christie ; and as adequate capital will at last be forth­
coming, Mr. Osborn will be able to give full effect to 
the results of his long praetieal experience, and great 
natural intelligence. 

The Umtata Estate faces, so to speak, to the north­
ward. It is famous for the depth and riehness of its 
soil, in many places, where the constant cropping of 
well-yielding cane testifies to the excellenee of the 
land. By the end of this year there will Le 600 acres 
under cane. From the house the eye ranges over no­
thing but eane in the immediate foreground, and a 
ride along the broad roads abounding everywhere dis­
closes many patches of remarkable fineness. The out­
lines of the land are much less bold than those of the 
Umgeni Estate, and bush is less prominent in the 
landseape. Mr. Osborn has obtained the altogether 
exceptional yield of one lb. and ten ounees of sugar 
from a gallon of juice; one lb. five ounces being the 
average. Some planters eau scareely believe this. 
Mr. Osborn attributes it to generous liming and high 
boiling. [n sugar-making there is room, of course 
for a wide diversity of treatment, and caeh planter will' 
nceessarily, have his peeuliur theories and his favonrit; 
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hobbies. Experience and observation have convinced 
Ml'. Osborne that in these two principles rests mueh of 
what may be secret in the success of sugar-making. 
W3 remember to hllve heard the same remark made 
many yt->ars ago by several planters in Mauritius. 

An estate that has been worked for eleven years 
must obviously begin to show signs of rxhaustion. 
The wonder is, louking at tlie heaviness of the crop, 
that so much land should have borne suecP.ssivc crop­
ping so well as is the case on many plantations. Mr. 
0.:iborn, howevrr, does not oppress his land. He 
leaves large fields to fallow, under dholl, cl,iefly. As 
an i11sta11ce of the richness of the soil hereahout may 
be named the fact that from certain patches four tons 
an nere have been obtaiued. From one fielcl of five 
aeres 21 tons of sugar were got one season. Trnsh is 
burnt, and not ploughed in, Mr. Osborn l1aviog found 
tlrnt the only apparent result of doing this, wns to 
spoi I the yield. Formrrly canes werP, planted SP\'en 
feel Hpart; now they are planted five feet; although 
on this point no absolute rule can be laid down. About 
200 10 2,-50 hands are employed nt the U111tata; l\fr. 
Q.:;born prefers Natal katirs to llasutos antl C:'lolies; 
especially as the latter, sinee they became free of 
assignment, are much more insolent than they used to 
be. It is admitted e\'erywhere that the coolies have 
not improved in their 1nan11ers by coming here, though 
l1ow I he tendenry is to be met one cannot see. Basutos, 
thou!!h strong mid muscular, are lazy and less trust­
worthy than our natives. Their honesty is less rhan 
questionable, and their disposition to leave suddenly in 
a body without reason given, is prejudicial to the 
interests of their employen;. 

The mill at the U mtata is the same that was erected 
ten years ago by l\Ir. Milla!'. It was made by 
Abernethys, of Aberdeen, and still works well. The 
chimney l1as lately been added to considerably. Close 
by is a lnrge enclo:::ecl resel'voir or ta1_1k, where the 
head waters of the little Umtatn. stream, are collected 
and sheltered from impurity. This arrangement is of 
more importance than may appear at first sight. Not 
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only is au abundant supply of water secured at _all 
times, but the health, and consequently the workrng 
power, of the labourers, arc improved thereby. The 
boiler is also fed with pure water. On many estates 
the pool from which the water used is taken is rendered 
impure by the _megnss, and other refuse, allow_e~ t~ rot 
in it. The acids thus created have a most lilJUnous 
effect on the iron plates, eating them away, and making 
accidents probable. · 

l\fr. Osborn has found it answer better on the whole 
to make a low, rather than a high class of sugar, and 
the reasons he gives for this preference seem very 
sound and conclusive; you can get more out of the cane 
for one thing. Apropos of this we may mention a 
rather amusing mistake lately mane by a journalist 
when describing the process of sugar-making on an 
estate near Durban, where he said he fouud a dirty 
looking compound, looking more like guano than any­
thing else. Now in the first place guano is a light­
coloured, not a dark substance, and, therefore, the com­
parison failil, but the writer of lhe article in question 
failed yet more egregiously in the display of superior 
knowledge. The dark-looking substance, instead of 
being overboiled sugar as he took it to be, was really 
fifth sugar, the last residuum of the tanks, and it said 
much for the sugar planter's pntience and energy that 
he should have succeeded in turning out a marketable 
article out of what many plariters would rE>ject. I re­
member seeing in .Mauritius once, a quunt.ity of , ile­
lookmg skimming:-., not fit app•\rently for hog-wash, but 
the proprietor S'¼id he should yet convert it into n low 
clasil sugar. Let nothing be lost-that should be the 
maxim of a sugar planter. Let all that is extractible 
be got out of the cane to the last ounce. Fifth sugars 
must necessarily be dark nnd forbidding in look 
though none the less saleable for certain purposes. 
Doubtle.-s with a reduction of duties a change ia modes 
of manufacture will become experlient, aud the sugar 
planter will henceforward be able to compete more 
successfully with the refiner. 

In leaving Mr. Osborn's hoapit.able roof [ am glad 
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to bear testimony to the practical energy of that gentle­
man, who will probably under the new regime succeed 
in working his estate as it deserves to be. The abund­
ance of broad roads, some planted with trees, was an 
especially noticeable feature. These are not only a 
great safeguard against fire, but much facilitate agri­
cultural operations 

The Inanda hills close in the view to the westward 
of this estate, and in front stretches northward the 
long, cane-clad sweep of the Umhlanga valley, 

CHAPTER II. 
THE UMHLANGA VALLEY, -.IIIR, IS.ADELLE 1S. ,,_ MR, 

SHIRI/s. - COOLIE PLANTERS, -U:MHLANGA COM­

PANY'S ESTA.TES.-TRENANCE, 

THE valley of the Umhlanga is little known even to 
many persons who live in its immediate neighbourhood. 
It lies off the main road. Travellers from the Umgeni 
to Verulam catch only glimpses here and there of the 
plantations which clothe this basin. No conception of 
the state of agriculture there can be formed by persons 
who do not diverge from the beaten track. Let me 
confess that ten years had elapsed since I had last 
visited this particular corner of Victoria county, and 
the changed aspect of the land struck me at every 
turn. 

The Great U mhlanga, as that modest stream is pre­
tentiously called, has less to do with this basin than the 
Little Umhlanga, which is a tributary of the Umgeni, 
and the feeder of Sea Cow Lake. This stream, so 
insignificant in dry weather, so fast and turbulent after 
a storm, drains a large extent of country for its size, 
and its waters are getting more and more polluted hy 
the refuse of the plantations along its banks. The 
traveller must be prepared to cross its bed frequently, 
as it winds about most crookedly and crosses your path 
constantly. 

As we ride eastward again through the Umtatn 
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caue-fields iieveral startled duikers bound along the 
road. These animals find comfortable cover in the 
plantations, but are less destructive than the monkies, 
which at one estate I visited show a fondness for cane 
and a capacity to steal it, which suggest the idea that 
development is still going on in that species, and that 
the ranks of our race may yet be reinforced by fur~ 
ther nccessions of ape-life. Mr. Osborn's fields at on~ 
point touch those belonging to the estate of the !ate 
M. Isabelle, whose property we are now traverstng. 
The last time I was here there was no cane save Mr. 
Shire's visible in this locality, and where now are 
ranged the coolie houses stood the house occupied by 
the Rev. A. W. L. Rivett. Now Mrs. Isabelle's resi­
dence embedded in trees, crowns the top of a rise near 
the mill, which is planted below in a wide free space 
with pJenty of breathing room around it. M. Collard, 
the highly intelligent manager, has been only two years 
in the colony, but he brought with him from Mauritius 
a lifetime of experience in the art of sugar making. 
There are about 400 acres under cane on this estate­
the whole of its area in fact-and the manager's chief 
complaint is that he has not new fields to cultivate. 
The men he employs are mostly coolies, with whose 
management he is necessarily most familiar, but he 
detects many important differences in the mode of 
treatment adopted respectively at the Mauritius and 
here. 

T:.ie millhouse is one of the very few in Natal 
where one can sec the whole operation of cane-crushino­
and sugar-making carried on under one roof. M~ 
Collard has pulled down all partitions, and standing in 
front of the engine-a beautiful machine by the way 
-the eye takes in at a glance, battery, coolers, wetzels, 
centrifugals, and drying house. In Mauritius this 
plan is preferred on most of the best estates. The 
mill. could probably do more work than the present 
req u ircments of the estate necessitate, and is fully equal 
to turning out three tons a day. M. Collard o-ocs in 
for producing a high class sugar by means b of the 
wctzel pan, and does not despair of turning out by 
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Dr. lccry's pL·oc~tis an article cl1ual to that 110w llladc 
in Mauritius.. He showed us some samples from that 
island of extraordinary purity and brilliancy of grain. 
Not far from the mill is the distillery, where an ex­
cellent spirit is made. Many ·people consider a still to 
be the necessary complement of sugar making, and we 
believe there is no doubt as to its being a remuner­
ative form of enterprise. 

Close to this estate is Mr. T. Duff's store and 
plantation. This is one of the earliest settlements in 
this· locality. Mr. D.'s father will be remembered 
with great respect by many of my readers. His son 
now has a snug little plantation of 25 acres, which he 
crushes at Mrs. Isabelle's mill. Mr. Mullins, another 
neighbour, has also 25 acres, which he also crushes at 
Mrs. Isabelle's or Mr. Shire's mills. These instances 
of independent cultivation are valuable, as serving to 
show that i:iugar cane can be grown to pay by small 
growers, crushing at other men's mills. A yet more 1 
interesting fact is written upon the face of a bushy 
hill over the river, where several patches of cane and 
coffee are now being cultivated by coolie lessees, who 
are themselves at work on the neighbouring estates. 

A few minutes' ride over a bit of open ground-the 
only non-cultivated batch I shall traverse between the 
Umgeni and Kahts's Kop-brings us to a veteran 
establishment. The steep pitch of its roof is familiar 
of old. Heavy-laden orange and other fruit trees bury 
the house in a leafy environment. This is the late Mr. 
Shire's estate, now being managed by the energetic son 
of that pioneer colonist. The house stands in the 
centre of the plantation, All round spread the cane­
:6.elds. This estate has not passed scathcless through 
its many years of existence. In the valley below both 
frost and fire have devastated the fields, and caused 
tenible loss to the owner. These serious ralamitics, 
however, have not interfered with the progress of the 
enterprise, or the perseverance of the proprietor. 'l'he 
frost-bitten land is still in many parts covered with 
cane, though new laud is being planted on nil sides. 
Already there are 470 ucrcs under cane. Before the 
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yenr is out, nnother l r,o acres, mnch of which is already 
t.urned np, will be planted. . 

The reai:;on Mr. Shire is re-planting the fiRt despite 
iti:; liability to frost is because he prefers the less posi. 
tive risk to the more certain peril of drought which is 
felt less in the hollows, where the ground is moist, than 
on the drier hill sides. Drainage does something to 
diminish the probability of frost, but no means of 
irrigation exist to benefit the hills. This valley is 
comparatively free from bush, as compared with many 
other localities, and drought is severely experienced at 
times. Mr. Shire is doing his best to supplement 
nature by planting trees everywhere about the estates. 
Already the dark lines of trees skirting the cane-fields 
show pleasantly in contrast. I forgot how many thou­
sand trees, principally the bois noir, Mr. Shire said 
had been planted out. There is reason to believe thnt 
these trees will be of value as a means of attmcting 
rain, and of nourishing moisture in the soil. They are 
also a safeguard against fire, and a source of Juel for 
future years. This question of tree-planting is one 
well deserving the attention of all planters. 

The mill on this estate was erected under the 
superintendence of Mr. Albert Robinson, to whom 
the colony owes tha steam tug and the Point railwRy. 
1 t was the scene of an u ufortunntc explosion the other 
clay, caused by a defect in the planning of the furnaee. 
As much as 2~ tons of sugar have been made per day 
at it. A new batteq, formed of the old faohioned 
circular pans, is being erected in place of a square 
arrangement originally provided. The square pans 
are found to diffuse the heat much less equably than 
the round ones. Mr. Shire employs about 200 ka6rs, 
nncl has no difficulty about labour. He prefers Natal 
kafirs as workmen, but thinks a mixture is preferable. 
:1'-11 the food required for these people, or most of it, 
1s grown on the estate. This year 1200 muids of 
sweet potatoes and 450 muids of maize have been 
grow? for the use of the labourers. The experience 
of_ this estate goes to show that one ton per ac1:c is a 
fair average prorluction, and if a crop of 200 to 250 

r. 2 
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tons is obtained this year, the proprietors will Le 
satisfied. 

Lungsickness has proved very misehievous in this 
neighbourhood, and severe losses have been recently 
experieneed f om this cause. Mr. Shire inclines to 
the belief that inoeulation only serves to propagate 
the disease, and that a strong combination and severe 
measures might sueececl in stamping out the scourge, 
as it has been stamped out in European countries. 

Not far from Mr. Shire's may be seen a compaet 
little estate belonging lo Mr. Watson. who has 50 aeres 
under cane, and is ereeting an ox-power mill. This is 
another instanee of what industry can effeet without 
much aid from capital. The more one sees and hears 
of agriculture in this colony the more convincing be­
comes the evidence that eapital, though essential to 
large operations, is not the primary requirement in 
enterprises of a less extensive charaeter. Persevernnee 
and practical aptitude will go far where a mau is eon­
tent with small beginnings and with gradual improve­
ment, to make up for the want of money. 

This estate eujoys a greater extent of spare land for 
pasturage than most of its neighboms. Little could 
its venerable proprietor foresee, when he aequired the 
farm 20 years ago, that by the time his son attained lo 
years of manhood it would form so enviable a property. 
Some of the new land that is being broken up lies as 
far from the sea probably as any sugar plantation on 
the coast, except, perhaps, Mr. Forbes'. Behind the 
hills that close in the prospect westward and at their 
feet, spreads the Iuanda locatiou-a vast depression, 
walled iu by precipices hundr~ds of feet high, and 
water-worn into innumerable hills and gullies, the bed 
of the Umgeni being its central vein. But I shall have 
more to say of these singular localities hereafter. From 
certain points the iron roof of the Inanda Mission 
Station may be seen. Here the Rev. D. Lindley, 
father of the American Mission, has lived and laboured 
among.the natives ar9und for nearly tbirt.y years past. 
His station presents a thriving nspeet. 'l'hc li0uses of 
the nnt.ives nrc comfortable and substnntinl : the rhnrr.h 
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is a commodious edifice; the lal'ge building used as a 
seminary for the higher instruction of native st~dents, 
is a large gabled structure. It would not be right to 
pass by a settlement which was in existence before.a 
sod wns turned in the county. 

Near Mr. Shire's house, on a commanding rise, is; a 
little church, and near it a graveyard, where several 
handsome monuments testify to the regard with which 
the residents cherish their dead. From this point we 
look round and see nothing but sugar cane. There 
in the distance, are the fields near Mr. Smerdon's ILII 
which we shall have to visit on our ret.urn, together 
with the yet further plantations of the '' Saccharine" 
Estate. In both cases the canes look splendid. We 
now ride continuously along roads skirted by cane 
plantations. The '' Phrenix" is the first estate and 
not far from it are those belonging to the. Umhlanga 
Valley Company. The first is the one formed by 
to our late fellow-colonist, Mr. Wilson. The planta­
tions here are fenced in, and the appearance of the 
country is so completely saccharine, that one is forcibly 
reminded of the Mauritius. Down below on the left 
near the Umhlanga, are Mr. Binns' house and mill 
" Sunderland." That gentleman was absent from the 
colony when we passed, but the estate was being ably 
managed, in his absence, by Mr. Johnson. Large 
breadths of freshly-ploughed land are noticeable. 
This mill is espcially interesting, as having the only 
concretor, so far, at work in the colony ; but I re­
serve further comment upon these properties in order 
to do more justice to the enterprise and achievr.ments 
of the energetic co-proprietor and manager. . 

Trenance all but joins Sunderland. From a hill 
between, oac gets the best view obtainable of the Um­
hlanga Valley, and of the plantations that cover it. 
In no other part of the colony has man so completely 
transformed nature, and to so wide an extent turned 
the wilderness into wealth-bearing land. In this val­
ley alone, taking the main road as boundary, there 
must be not less than 4000 acres under cane, excluding 
the Umgeni Sugnr Company's acreage. 
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The estate we are now traversing may fairly bs 
cqnsidered one of our older plantations. From the 
first it has continued under the same management­
that of Mr. Richard Acutt and his two energetic sons. 
There are 400 acres under cane, and if present ap­
pearances are realised, there may be a crop of 300 
tons. But with regard to the estimates of yield, it is 
impossible to speak with any degree of certainty. 
Such calculations are liable to modification by so many 
causes that they are comparatively untrustworthy. 
Although some of the soil about here appears inferior 
to the rich chocolate loam met with in some other 
places, it nevertheless bears well-as much r.s two tons 
an acre having been often obtained,-0.nd the remark 
is often made that old theories about the fitness of par­
ticular soils and localities for particular kinds of culti• 
Tation, have been quite upset by later experience. 

The mill at Trenance occupies a roomy fabric, and 
was in first-rate order, paint and cleansing having 
done their work everywhere. A disc pan is in operu­
tion as well as wetzels, and is found to work well. 
The engine is a perpendicular one of considerable 
power, and gives great satisfaction. Mixed labour is 
employed, and though no difficulty has yet been ex­
perienced, the possibility of pressure is apprehended. 
Syringa trees are plentifully planted along the roads, 
and already show out well. I was glad to find an 
estate that has weathered some vicissitudes, giving 
such excellent promise, and reflecting so much credit 
upon the family management. Mr. Acutt is fortunate 
in having the co-operation of his two eldest sons, 
Messrs. Leonard and Courtenay Acutt, who are notable 
proofs that Natal can produce good sugarplanters as 
well as good sugar. 

We shall have to return to this district again. 
Meanwhile let us ride on to Verulam, ere darkness 
closes in. The view of this basin is charming in the 
evening lights, which rest upon the bushy brows of 
the hills around Ottawa, while the valley below in 
its brighter garb is wrapt in shade. On our wny we 
pase Mi•, Jee's plantation and mill, which stands higher 
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in the world than mills usually do. Mr. Jee was one 
of the earliest planter!! who proTed that cane will 
ripen as well on the hill tops as in the hollows, and 
all his cane, or the best part of it, grows at some 
elevation. rt is pleasant to find another pioneer, and 
i;o worthy a one, still in possession. Long may he 
continue so. 

CHAPTER III. 
V.ERUtA.M,-UMIILOTI Y ALLEY .-MISSION S'fATION .-rl!t 

GRA.NGE,-REDCLIFl!'E.-FENTON VACY ,-OAKFORD,­

MESSRS, REMNANT AND POLKINGHORNE,-TONGAAT, 

lu.HTs's Kop-worthily named after one of our N atalinn 
fathers-is one of the most conspicuous features of our 
coastlands. Not that this hill can boast any pre-emi­
nence in point of height, as the altitude of its conical 
crest is exceedingly modest. It stands by itself, how­
ever, and is a notable landmark in the l)rospect. A 
semaphore placed on its summit could communicate by 
signal with Reit Y alley on the one hand, and the :Bluff 
on the other, while Cowie's hill and the high lands 
above Pinctown may be seen in another direction. 

A fair expause of view is that which meets the ey0 
from this point at sunrise on any fine morning. Im­
mediately below stretch the cane-fields of Mr. Barr's 
plantation, covering the gruund as far as the river, near 
which the dark chimney may be seen emerging from 
the mist which veils the course of the Umhloti. In 
the foreground, on the left, is the 1·ounded hill at the 
entrance of the village, laid out most tastefully a~ n 
cemetery, with winding walks, and rows of young trees, 
the sweetest resting place of the departed in the colony. 
Just beyond are the houses of the village, above which 
rise the pointed gables of the Wesleyan Church, whose 
architectural merits arc sadly ma1Ted by the i:mbstitution 
of a meaningless fteur de lis for the appropriate cross, 
upon the four corners of its lofty roof. The broad 
sluggish riYer winds below, t_owards the sea, a dazzling 
glimpse of which is seen whel'e the hills recede at ih 
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. mouth. On the left appear steep spurs of hills, • once 
all clothed with bush and tangle; now, with scarcely u 
break, lined and squared with coffee and sugar planta­
tions. rhere are people who prefer the unkempt 
luxuriance of the wilil.ernei;;s to the more regular charms 

•. of cultivated vegetation. I hardly think, however, 
that the most ardent lover of the picturesque would 
deny that the scenery of these coastlands has not been 
immensely improved by the brighter tints, and the 
straighter lines, of European agriculture. Coffee and 
sugar fields, indeed, when seen side by side, as they are 
here, present a delightful' contrast, while the effect is 
enhanced by the necessity which compels coffee planters 
to intersect their plantations with frequent rows of 
different kinds of trees-bananas, acacias, or mulberries 
mostly-as break-winds. 

Verulam, the chief township of Victoria county, is 
as yet little more than a village, although it is gra­
dually approaching the limits of population when it 
may claim to be formed into a municipality, and to ex­
ercise the correspondent right of taxation. There is at 
all times a calm, contented air about the main street 
of this village, as though the inhabitants were busy 
about their own concerns, and did not trouble them­
selves about their neighbours. It can boast a library, 
four stores, a steam mill, two bakers, two butchers, 
two chemists, three inns, two blacksmiths, two saddlers, 
a shoemaker, two bakers, and a tailor. It is the resi­
dence of the magistrate, the county member, the doctor, 
and the lawyer. It has a minister of the Church of 
England, who is also schoolmaster; and is the most 
:flourishing centre of Wcsleyanism in the colony. Its 
original settlers, many of whom still abide and flourish 
here, all belonged to that vigorous community, and ha,;e 
so tenaciously adhered to the rules of their sect in regard 
to worldly matters, that the place is called facetiously 
the " city of the saints." If frngnlity, industry, nnd 
persistent toil can make a people prosper, then we 
need not wonder that the settlers of V emlam are ns 
well-to-do as they are. Time was twelve years ago 
when the places of these substantial well-built stores 
and houses were filled by homely wattle and daub 
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structures· when the hills and vallies all round only 
disclosed here and there amongst the prevailing bush, 
a few scattered cottages :md patcheR of garden ground. 
Now the eye finds it difficult to rest on a hill slope that: 
is not cultivated. 

Y erulam is the centre of business for the surroundin,g 
country. Planters come here fol' their supplies, and 
many of the residents have little v:enturcs of their own 
in an agricultural way. On the hill hardbye a native 
edition of the village will be found, minus its stores 
and other public institutions, but presided over by a 
church aud missionary. The comfortable houses and 
wagons of these people show that their acceptance of 
Christianity has not marred their worldly prospects. 
A.round and below their station is a considerable breadth 
of sugar cane, about 100 acres altogether, to cru_sh 
which the growers are anxious to see a central mill 
erected by some enterprising capitalist. In the same 
direction a small coffee plantation is ueing formed by a 
mechanic in Durban, whose son lives there and super­
intends the labour of five or six Basutos. No capital is 
expended here except what the lessee of the ground 
manages to save from his weekly wages ; but he hopes· 
in time to form a little estate, for the independent sup­
port of his family during life's declining years. This 
intelligent man assured me that if any one would erect 
snch a mill,he would put allhislaud-about90 acres­
at once under cane, and that he had neighbours circum­
stanced like himself who would do the same. Where 
is the man in search of an investment who will enquirr 
into the prospects of such a venture? 

Just 'behind V erulam, to the westward, we come to 
The Grange, Mr. Charles Manning's well-known 
property. This is onP of the best worked estates in 
Natal. The proprietor is a man of system, and has 
probably succeeded in getting a better return from hiR 
land than most of his fellow colonists. Tobacco, from 
the first, has been a speciality of Mr. Manning's enter­
prise. He has produced this plant in every form­
m compact fragrant cakes of cavendish • in cut fac­
~imilcs of bird's eye; in cigars; and in l~af. · As this 
yPar he has from seventy to eighty acres of tobacco, wo 



may fairly presume that he finds its growth profitable. 
His fi.e}d3 present a very handsome appearance, and 
though the plants have been well stripped, they still 
bear n goodly crop of large silvery leaves. Enter the> 
drying shed, a large airy structure at least 100 feet. 
long. It is filled up to the 1·oof with the leaf, sus 
pended on rails plaeed one above anothe1·. A long 
narrow passage traverses the centre, and the sensa­
tion as you pass down this leafy eorridor, is that of being in 
a laundry where snu:ffy handkerchiefs without number 
are hanging up to dry. The day being rather muggy, 
the leaves are soft and kidlike-were the weather dry 
and hot, they would be erumpled and brittle. In 
another more substantial stone store, we see the leaf 
piled up ready f:>r further manipubtion. The greater 
part will be twisted up into rope-like eoils for use up­
country, where Mr. Manning's best market lies. 
To baceo is an exhausting crop, and eannot be taken off 
the ground many seasons sueeessively. The ground, 
however, refreshes itself under other erops. 

Cotton is another product with which Mr. Manning's 
name is honourably associated. Long before our mid­
land friends thought of growing cotton instead of maize, 
considerable crops had been taken off this estate. The 
first year of trial, Mr. Manning's plantations yielded 
£400 worth of produee. For three years running he 
had a :irop of 15,000 lbs. of elf·an cotton. :Before he 
had been on the farm fourteen months, he realised £270 
alone from cotton, and he had no particular reason for 
giving up the staple, except that prices at that time 
were low, and other articles seemed to promise better. 
There arc about thirty acres of Coffee on the estate, but 
the returns have not so far been satisfactory, owing 
probably to the bad exposure of the fields, which catch 
the cold southerly winds. Mr. Manning's Indian ex­
perienee naturally inclines him to eoolie labour, but he 
employs kafirs too, and has not, so for, reason to eom­
plain of scareity. His people arc well cm·cd for, and a 
crop of maize is usually grown for their consumption. 

A mile or two beyond The Grange we come to Red­
diffe, having first traversed a road windinp; round a 
woody hill, am1 crossrd a brawling strrnm which gives 



water power to the ruill. '.L1his estate occupies a basillJ 
~hut in bv hills whose dark sides rise amphitheatre-wise 
above the plantations. Here the evidences of Mr. 1'. 
Milner's love of order and organisation are manifest 
everywhere-in the cleanliness of the mill, where not 
only is sugar crushed and manufactured, but corn is 
ground-in the substantial workmanship of the build­
ings and tanks-and in the arrangement of the coolie 
houses. Mr. H. V. Francis has managed the estate in 
Mr. Milner's absence. Mr. Le Mesurier, who has taken 
part in the management of the estate for some years, 
has recently returned to Redcliffe, and is now resident 
there. The appearance of the plantation reflects great 
credit on all concerned. I regret being unable, through 
want of time, to visit this and the two neighbouring 
estates-Fenton Vacy and Oakford-which are now 
being worked under the vigorous superintendence of 
Mr. A. F Woodcock, assisted by Mr. W. M. Pierce, for 
the proprietors. They are well worth visiting, the 
scenery around being particularly pleasant, and the 
sight of 1200 acres under cane between the two, very 
satisfactory. On Redcliffe there are 900 acres under 
cultivation, so that on these three estates alone, there 
are more than 2000 acres in a productive state. 

Not far from the Grange, and close to V erulam, is 
Mr. J. Maclaurin's plantation-Glenaray. The pro­
prietor has been resident here for about five years, and 
appears to cultivate coffee as ably as he once dispensed 
justice on the Scottish bench, as Recorder of Argyll­
shire. Of the 127 acres which form his Estate, about 
65 are planted with coffee. Of these only a small 
portion is in full bearing-a portion being young and 
i1;1 partial bearing, and another not yet bearing. About 
six tons altogether will be picked this year. Next year 
a crop of from 12 to 15 tons is expected. Mr. Mac­
laurin has solcl three tons, and delivered the same in 
Durban, at £6,5 10s. per ton, payable in one month. 
He has three acres of tobacco, and ten of maize, and 
n:icarns this year to 1:1ow a considerable quantity of hill 
nee. The crops growing in the rieh black loam of thio 
plantation bear beautifully. The wholo of the land is 
sunoundcd with a Mauritius thorn fence, quite im-
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]_)en()frable by cattle. In the pulping house one of Mr. 
Gavin's pulpers is employed, and there was a large 
store of chel'l'y ready for manipulation when I had tbc 
pleasure of inspecting the estate. Mr. 1\Iaclaurin dries 
his· parchment coffee in frays, and not in barbecues, a 
si_D?,ple and economical arrangement. 

Over the U mhloti the road passes by means of a weir 
-a most successful example of that kind of structure. 
Stoneisplentiful close by, and at a low cost thisrivcr has 
been made fordable at all times by this simple expedient. 
From the hill on the other side a pretty view of the 
village is obtained, the river at its foot being skirted by 
high cliffs of red soil. We are now on an elevated 
table land, quite different in character from the vallies 
below. Clumps of bush are scattered about, and line 
the heels of little streams. On the right, but not visible, 
is Mount Moreland. It will be well, however, to re­
serve all the estates on that side of the road until our 
return. 

About three miles from Verulam we reach lli. 
Remnant's coffee plantation, wbich stretches along· a 
low hill not far from the road. There are ninety 
acres of coffee bel'l'y divided by break-winds of banana 
ti·ees into square fields. The yield this year has been 
much more enrouraging than heretofore, eleven tons 
having been pickecl instead of seYen. Immediately 
behind, and only separated by a road, is Mr. Polking­
horne's plantation, which covers the western side of 
the hill. Here there are 80 acres under coffee, the 
trees being well advanced, although on both estates we 
notice here and there those yellow shrubs, which show 
that the cut-worm is at work below. The same thing 
is noticeable on all the plantations, more or less, but 
the mischief done by the insect so far, though annoy­
ing, is not extensive. As soon as the tree bas been 
picked, it is usual to cut it down and kill the worm, 
which takes refuge in the root, there to depositits eggs 
twainst the next season. Mr. Polkinghorne leaves tbe 
e~tate mostly in charge of his eldest son, who is quite 
up to the work,-40 additional acres are already being 
turned up, to plant in the spring; so that the extent of 
tho plantation altor;ethor will be 120 ac1:cs. The crop 



this year has boou about 11 tons, or one ton more 
than the estimate. To cultivate this acreage-and I 
can bear testimony to the great cleanliness of the plan­
tation-10 coolies and 15 kafirs are employed, whose 
labour forms the chief, in fact almost the only, outlay 
on the estate, except such expenditure aE is needful 
for appliances and sheds. As much as 6000 lbs. of 
berry has been picked in a day, and as much as 30,000 
lbs in a week. Five lbs. of coffee have been obtained 
from one tree. In addition to the coffee picked, 
300 muids of maize were gathered this year, from 
the crop planted between the young trees, which for 
two years are all the better for the shade and shelter 
thus afforded. Mr. Polkinghorne, jun., is a great 
believer in good cultivation, and thinks it much better 
to expend money and labour in attending to the fields 
than in erecting costly buildings and machinery before 
they are actually wanted. For a crop of ten or twenty 
tons comparatively simple and inexpensive appliances, 
are sufficient,-one of Mr. Gavin's £10 pulpers being 
the first requirement. I shall speak more fully here­
after of the processes by which coffee is prepared for 
the market ; and generally of the condition of coffee 
planting in Natal. 

As I leave this intelligent young N atalian, who wus 
only a few months old when he arrived in this colony, 
and ride back through the clean and trim coffee gardens 
it is his business to keep in order, the peculiar attrac­
tions which coffee planting presents to the eye of a 
beginner are more than usually apparent. It is a fancy 
pursuit to begin with. A plantation of coffee shrubs, 
all growing in rows, of the same height, and the same 
distance apart, divided into sections at regular inter­
vals by lines of some graceful fruit-bearing tree, which 
gives shelter from the tempest, presents, in itself, a 
highly ornamental scene. Nor is there aught displeas­
ing to a refined taste, in the processes of pulping

1 
drying, hulling, and sizing. Then the amount of per­
~anent labour required, as we have seen on this estate, 
1s so small, and the annual outlay so moderate, that 
the man of small means is tempted into a belief that an 
enterprise so attractiYe ir:; nevertheless within the cam-
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pct::is of his l'e8ourccs. Unforturwtuly the ultiurntc 
returns in Natal have not, in most cases, been equal tu 
the amount of capital and time expended. But of this 
more anon. 

These are not the only coffee plantations visible. On 
the opposite hill Mr. Josiah Harvey has 80 acres under 
coffee, and Mr. James 35 acres. There arc other small 
patches about. In spite of adverse influences and tardy 
returns, the acreage of this enterprise year by year 
advances;, That the soil is pretty good Mr. Remnant's 
special pick of half a ton from one acre, testifies. No 
general conclusion can be formed, however, from such 
incidental yields, as we shall have occasion more fully 
to remark. 

Verulam is, I think, misplaced where it is. It should 
have been laid out either here on these breezy flats, or 
near the Great Umhlanga. Its present situation is 
low, wet, and not as healthy as it might be. The true 
condi~ions of.a locality, ho-,vever, are only found out by 
experience. 

To any one fond of a good gallop, what more charm­
ing ride can there be than that between Mr. Remnant's 
and the village of Victoria. The road is good and 
tolerably level; the ground is level and free from ruts. 
Grassy undulations, sprinkled with bush, and closed in 
here and there by distant forest, with outlooks over 
more broken districts at a greater distance, form the 
landscape. There has always seemed to me to be, just 
here, a greater buoyancy in the atmosphere than you 
meet with elsewhere on the coast. Most of the land 
is held by absentee proprietors-hence the absence 
of houses or cultivation along these few mile::­
of country. But the road ut last descends. .A small 
plain is reached. Rouses arc seen scattered about. 
This is the township of Victoria. 

What things of the future these color,ial villages are 
in their youngest days ? In Europe villages have long 
ago taken their exact rank in the mal.J. If little Ped­
lington has no extraordinary discoYery to drag it into 
importanee, or if its situation possesses no particular 
advantage ovei· others, it will remain little to the end 
of time. But here where our future is all to mako one 



can predicate nothing positiYoly of snch localities. Vic­
toria has not, it is t.rne, macfo much progress for ten or 
twelve years paRt. l sef' no nrw houses. E-,idences 
of enterprisr :ire :is scant as ff\'01', And yet the day 
must come when the place will thrive unrl expand. It is 
almost in the centre of the county. It is at the turning of 
the road over the Noodsberg into the interior. Its position 
is admirably chosen. Quiet hamlet though it now is, 
with its two inns, and store or two, the day will come 
when Victoria may be to Victoria county, what York is 
to Yorkshire. 

A mile beyond Victoria we come to the estate which 
may be regarded as the manor of the neighbourhood. 
Mr. ,J. R. Saunders is the lord of that manor. For 
fifteen years he has managed the T:mgaat estate, whose 
broad acres we are now traverning, and whose planta­
tions now skirt the roacl. Still as of yore the house 
,~rowns the euphorbia-clad cliffs, and ovei:looks the river 
below rushing clown its stony becl. The plain on one 
sirle is ngain, as of old, covered with eanc•, and the hill 
hAyond bears the traces of cnltivatell fields. Frost ha~ 
visited this flat badly, but not so sovcrPly as to j nstify 
it;:; continued abandonment. The China cane now grow­
ing there looks thick and healthy, and gives promisP of 
a good crop. It was so dense in places as to be srarcely 
passable. There are 500 acres altogether under cultivation 
here, 430 of which are under cane. Should a crop of 
:rno tons be obtained it will not be for the first time in 
the history of this estate. Mr. Saunders employs both 
eoolies and lrnfirR and is partial to the former. This 
v:illey has, for some reason or otheT, the repute of being 
colder than other coast vallies, though one scarce]y sees 
why it should be so. 

There are one or two little engineering works herP 
which may be noticed as showing what may be clone 
with limited resonrceR. At the foot of the tall cliff on 
which thr house iR built, n road to the further eane­
fieldR has been carved out of tlrn hnrd saucldone rock. 
A ,lam haR alRo been ronstrnrtecl. Over thr river he­
low the mill a bridge has ,inst heen thrown at a rom­
parati vely insignifir.ant cost. Rrtweon the mill ::nul 
the house strmcls thr "Mnlakoff"-so well-known a fPa-



ture to travellers along this road. This l'l':d, frowning 
tower is in reality a Rtorehouso ; but its squarC> 
loopholed walh;, resemblr at a little distnnee the fortifiefl 
hold of some border chieftain. 

!fr. Saunders is forming by degrees a eoffee plantn­
tion on another farm a few miles off. 'l'here are also 
one or two other settlers in this district engaged in 
eo:ffee-planting. The neighbourhood, however, is less 
settled than most parts of the country lying so near the 
main road. This is to be regretted, as fine land 
abounds all round, and the eountry is very pleasant. 
The residenee is a very suitable one for the county 
member, whieh post Mr. Saunders held so hoTiourably 
for so many years, as he will do again, we trust, in 
time. The Tongaat is a eentral point, and free from 
<:onnexion with any other loeality. It forms a ,ery 
good boundary between the Inanda and the Tugela di­
Yisi01rn of the county. The first has for thirteen years 
been under the magistrateship of Dr. J3laine; the 
seeond has for a still longer period been the scene 
of Mr. C. H ... Williams' magistracy. 

CHAPTER IV. 

THE ~OODSBERG ROAD,-FlNE 8CENEHY,-FORBEf,'S.­

WHITTAKER'S,-RIET VALLEY. 

Under the kindly guidance of a genial companion 
we eross the Tongaat, and tum abruptly round west­
ward. This is for a short distance the Noodsberg 
road. Tt learls over the mountain pa"s of that tame, 
and conneets the upper districts with Vietorin. eounty. 
In the future it will probably be more used than now 
when the number of U mvoti and Mooi River farmers 
bringing their produce coastward is not ns great ns 
one eonld wish. 



.Mr. Marcus, a vel'y old resident in this district, has 
built bis house iu curiously close proximity to a 
marsh, near which is a piece of ground admirably 
adapted by nature for a race-course, with a small hill 
at one end, from which a fine view of the sport could 
be obtained. ·we soon leave the beaten track for 
what used to be the original road, now hardly visible 
beneath its garb of grass and weeds. 'l'he path 
ascends, the ground gets higher, and vegetation 
changes its character somewhat. Dwarf palms grow 
loftier and the strelitzia gets more common. Charming 
glades disclose themselves. One exquisite spot espe­
cially tempts one to linger. The hills slope softly 
towards a bush-swathed valley, down which all hid­
den from the eye purls a sparkling stream. Under 
the cool shade of the overarching trees, and around 
their mossy roots, the graceful fronds of innumerable 
ferns cluster thickly; the wild banana waves its fan­
like ieaves above the darker foliage; the bush ad­
vances and recedes, leaving bright stretches of waving 
pasture. Wooded bluffs project into the foreground, 
and leave belts of shadow. Birds-the toucan and 
the hawk-fly lazily through the dreamy azure. It is 
altogether one of those paradisaic scenes, so unim­
provable by man, which has caused enthusiastic pens 
to write of our Natalian coastlands in words that have 
been styled extravagant. There could be no extrava­
gance, however, in depicting the charms of such a 
vale. Its agricultural qualities may possibly i>e more 
doubtful. It may be that what nature has made so 
beautiful, man could not make fruitful. 'rlrnt is no 
reason why we should refrain from duiug justice to 
that which must surely please the most prosaic eye, 
even should it disappoint the utilitarian's judgment. 

Near this spot we pass close to Mr. Forbes's suO'ar 
plantation. This is prubably the furthest estate b of 
this kind from the coa8t. It may be said, indeed to 
occupy a distinctly higher plateau, and the succe;sful 
growth of cane here suggests the possibility of a 
wider limit for its cultivation than theory has so fal' 



nr,.~,5ueJ. Ri:;ing still we rench, by a scarcely visible 
track, a ridge from whence a magnificent view of the 
county and the sea on one hand, and of the Noods­
berg table lands 011 the other, is obtained. A mile or 
two further brings us suddenly to Spitzkop, after n 
ride of three hours and a half from the 1'ongaat. 

This farm is the property of Lord Stratballnn and 
his brother, the Hon. F. Drummond, and is being 
capitally managed by Mr. D. Whittaker, whose hos. 
pitable welcome we are soon receiving. The commo­
dious house crowns a hill, every side of which is cul­
tivated. As I had heard but little of the place, it wai:; 
a pleasant surprise to find myself so far from the 
coast in such good company, and in view of so many 
evidences and tokens of industry and enterprise. 
Capital bas been laid out here to the best purpose. 
There are 80 acres of coffee in, what seemed to me, 
first-rate and very clean condition, as well as 10 of 
mealies. A crop of five tons is being taken off t.his 
year. A long walk down an avenue of acacias brought 
us to the pulping house at the bottom, where a splendid 
water-power i,trcam runs. At present no such power 
is erected, but it is to be hoped such facilities will 
soon be turned to account. Only thirty hands are 
employed, 22 coolies and 8 kafirs, over whom there is 
established thorough control. Mr. Whittaker has had 
to cleal with soil which, regarded in the light of fa­
vourite theories, is not so well adapted for coffee as 
other kinds. flt ill the appearance of the t.rees and 
the yield of coffee arc not inferior to the average 
results on other estates. Mr. Whittaker is a firm 
believer in deep planting and in trenching round the 
roots, so as to cut, away the small roots branching 
out from the collar of the tree. A singular instance 
of the truth of this theory is afforded by a t.ree which 
sunk half buried into an ant-hole formed under it. 
'l1hi3 bush is now the finest in the whole plantation. 
Several bushes have almost killed themselves with 
overbearing, and will be out down, us the best way to 
restore vitality. In the first two years of bearing, 
)fr. W'hittaker nllows no tertinrics, which are ruthlessly 
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cut off during pruning time. He is also, like moi:it 
planters, a believer in good cultivation as being the 
best road to success. 

I was much interested in a small field of tea, which 
grows well and to an inexperienced eye looks healthy. 
The leaves are regularly picked and simply dried in a 
baking pot. The family wants are thus supplied, and the 
flavour of the beverage produced differs little from 
that of imported tea, al though, owing probably to 
want of proper curing, the strength is less. A large 
field of dholl was growing vigorously in the valley. 

Leaving with regret this hospitable abode, I ride hy 
a good road down a valley, over a stream, and then up 
a long hill with charming scenery on either band. 
Here may be seen wooded glades flanked by precipices, 
and hills crowned by forests, a not very common circum­
stance on the coast. The slant rays of the afternoon 
sun cast many tracts into shadow and on others bring 
out new beauties into prominence. The white '3tem8 
of some trees; the rich green foliage of others; the 
pale gleam of white rocks; the babble of purling water 
siomewhere near; the far loom of the sea beyond the 
rolling bills spreading coastward; the fragrance of 
the mimosa bushes round; fill one's senses with de­
light. Presently the road passes along the sharp ridge 
of a spur of hilts round which the river winds, and 
descends steeply iuto a gorge which is now wrapt in 
shade and gloom. A great silence seems to prevail 
down here, amongst the spreading trees under whose 
dense leafage the dark river flows murmuringly. On 
the brow of the tall cliffs around the yellow light is 
still resting, but here all is dim and restful. If it had 
not been for the escarpment made by the Cotton Com­
pany the Umhlali would not have been passable at this 
point, nor for a mile or two on either side, so deep and 
precipitous is the gorge. As it is wagons and car­
riages can pass easily along the made rood. From 
hence we are not long in rcacl1ing Reit Valley, whose 
plantations may be seen some distance off. 

We have now arrived at the largest coffee estate in 
the colony, and one upon which the largest amount of 



c;ipital has been expended. I had long wished to see 
a plantation about which so much has been said, nor 
was I in any way disappointed. Reit Valley Lclonged 
to the late Cotton Company, whose many estates 
in this colony arc shortly to come to the hammer. 
All around we sec the evidences of a generous ex­
penditure of capital. Operations generally are eon­
dueted on the scale one reads of in Ceylon and 
Java. The plantations are large ; the buildings are 
substantial ; the machinery is of the best deseription. 

Let us first make the acquaintance of ihe prel3ent 
manager, Mr. Brown, under whose skilful superintend­
ence the well known plantation Springvalo, near Avoca, 
was laid out, and who, for three ye?.rs, has been at the 
head of affairs here. Mr. Brown brings t.o bear the 
experience of a Scoteh horticulturist, and is an illus­
tration that practical knowledge when combined with 
energy and intelligence can adapt itself to very altered 
eircumstances and can cope with different physical 
conditions. There can be little doubt that had Mr. 
Brown, since he came to this colony nine years ago, 
had to deal with sugar cane, or tobacco, or cotton, he 
would have been as suecessful as he has been with 
coffee. 

The conformation of the plantation itself is unique 
in its way. Several spur-like hills, spreading out some­
thing like the fingers of a hand, but all lying compactly 
near each other, have been cleared and planted. I 
counted twenty distinct slopes, all of which were under 
coffee. There nre 300 acres of well advanced bushes ; 
from which a crop of about 30 tons 1s picked this year. -
About 20 tons were already picked in May last. Excel• 
lent roads, bordered by mulberry and other trees, 
traverse the estate 111 every direction, and one has here 
again another proof that it does not require engineering 
experience to produce a good road-maker. Consider-
ing the extent of the fields, and the great dryness of 
the past season the trees themselves look in excellent 
condition. Thel'e are few bare spots amongst them, 
and not more yellow shrubs than ono sees elsewhere. 
The cut-worm and maggot-borer have to be thanked 



for these exceptions, and as soon as these little pests 
show their presence the tree is cut down and the enemy 
destroyed ere it has time to propagate itself. Over• 
cropping too here, as at Spitzkop, _leads to the decay 
of trees. Every kind of aspect 1s afforded by the 
hilly contour of the place; but brcakwinds arc liber­
ally provided, and belts of bush are sometimes left. 
Bucks prove troublesome at times, and exhibit an 
acquired fondness for the leaves of young trees. Mr. 
Brown is another believer in deep planting. '!'he maize 
crop this year was comparatively a failure, owing to 
the drought. It is a most remarkable circumstance 
that while throughout the rest of the colony rain has 
fallen so plentifully, only a few light and late showers 
have been experienced io this neighbourhood, nnd in 
the Umvoti valley. Here there has been as much 
lamentation over the want of rain ns there has been 
rejoicing over abundance of it, in other districts. Old 
residents say that the locality is a drier one than other 
parts of the colony; and hence comes its fitness for 
coffee and cotton, neither of which require much mois­
ture, or at any rate not so much ns do cereal crops. 

As the coffee crop in Natul ripens slowly and lasts 
many months, the question of labom is rnther compli­
cated. On this estate, however, no difficulty is expe­
rienced. 99 coolies are now employed, al though as 
few as 80 have been at work. There are no knfirs in 
regular employment. But for purposes of picking 
there is what is yet helter-an unfailing supply of' 
kafir women from the kranls of the location, which is 
only a few miles distant. Mr. Brown has had as many 
as 150 teasing him for work in one day. As they take 
payment in corn, their lubour costs only about 4d. a 
day. As pickers they do very•well; but for pruning, 
the nimbler fingers and more ready brains of the 
coolie nre preferable. Mr. Brown pronounces n north 
exposure to be bad,-on this estate at least, where 
now nnd then hot winds are felt ; neither does he 
allow lcrl.inrics to bear, as he considers the tree is 
weakened by such a bnrden of wood, He, too, observes 
the c11rio11H way in which particnlnr patches of trees, 



01· even particular trees, bear exeeptionally well, owing, 
undoubteclly, to Lhe preRence in the floil of r-;omc pecu­
liar element, sueh as bo11e or shells. 'P.he rotton tried 
here suffered from the fly, like the cotton at Chaka's 
kraal, eight miles off; bnt if Mr. Manning's theory aR 
to the insect having been imported with the seed, be 
c.orreet, the fact is at once aeeounted for. 

The buildings are situated near the coolie location, at 
the bottom and in the centre of the basin into whieh the 
radiating hills run. My readers must understand that 
when the " cherry" is brought in by the pickers, it is 
put into the pulper, whieh removes the fleshy wrapping 
and ejects the then shelled berry into ?, tank, from 
whence it goes to the barbecues. These are large 
r,emented floors where the berries are exposed to the 
sun, and constantly moved by the feet of coolies pas­
sing up and down. After the process of drying is thus 
completed, the berries pass through the huller, which 
removes the hull, and leaves the beans ready for the 
peeler whieh removes the silver skin. A further, and very 
important operation-only now coming into vogue here 
-is that of sizing, or putting the beans through sieves 
of different meshes, thereby securing a uniformity of 
size, whieh is appreciated in the home market. TheRe 
several operations are carried on in commodious build­
ing::;. The pulper is one of Brown's Patent Double 
ones-a very elaborate machine, with rotatory trap,, 
and self-acting buckets, and with a large capacity for 
work. The water-power employed aets through a 
t.urbine of 10-horse power, having thirty feet fall. 
'l'his arrangement is found to work eapitally, and the 
speed that might be commanded by this little hidden 
wheel in its iron box is far in excess of the require­
ments. 1rhcre is also rt eorn mill with siloes to hol<l 
'300 sncks. All the work is done on the estate hy 
mechanic::; employed for the purpose, and a great econ­
omy is thereby effected. 

'The rnu113.ger's residence is benntifully placed on n 
kind of :,;addle, some little dista.nce from the mill. 
Here, too, t.he proofa of indi.villun.1 aptitude and met horl 
r,1PP.t, one everywhere. On one side, ovcrlookin~ tlw 



house, a wiuding path leads to the top of a flat hill, 
from which a splendid prospect of the whole country 
is obtnined. A comfortable summer-house, open at the 
sides has been erected here, and the visitor can enjoy 
the ~agnificence of the landscape at his leisure. 
Looking first at the plantation below, in itself an evi­
dence of what the soil and climate are capable, and 
then beyond, on all sides, over endless breadths of 
grassy hill and bushy valley, far away northward to 
where the blue hills of Zululand melt foto the hazy 
distance, or away westward to where the level pasture 
lauds of Umvoti, broken at intervals by the steep rifts 
of seaward-flowing rivers, close with sharp lines the 
inland prospect, and seeing naught but the nakedness 
of nature unclothed by the industry of man, one feels 
more than ever impressed by the necessity of immi­
gration. Compare such a lifeless prospect with a like 
view over any district of Europe, where every inch is 
cultivated, where even the twigs by the riverside are 
carefully tended and made an article of commerce, 
where man's presence and man's toil are written in 
every lineament of the landscape ! And yet there are 
people who would not lift a finger or say a word to 
bring industrious people to these man-seeking shores ! 

But we must leave this estate, and part with regret, 
from the kind attentions of Mr. and Mrs. Brown, to 
both of whom I am indebted for much pleasant hos" 
pitality and frankly-rendered information. A very in­
teresting settlement lies nhend, and in order to see as 
much of it as possible without losing time, it is neces­
sary to start at sunrise. There are so many fine roads 
nbout Reit Valley, that one is apt to go astray, and as 
I am sure to take the wrong road, should two diverac 
-bein~ gifted with a melancholy aptitude for go~; 
wrong m this respect,-it is not surprising that I did 
so on this occasion. Selecting the best of the two 
tracks which branch off, and ambling in serene con­
teutment along it for some distance, admiring the 
beauties of the scenery, und indulgin<r in such moral 
refl~ctions as are c~mpatiblc wjth sum~se, I found my­
seH landed at lae.t m a bog. Scrambling thrnugh that~ 
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I yet further distinguished myself'.-sbaring tbe distinc­
tion with the pony-by climbing up a fearfnl hill, from 
the top of which Pisgab I certainly got a eharming 
prospect., hut found no outlet.. Patieu<'e and philosophy, 
however, triumphed over tbe difficulties of the posi­
tion, and brought me at last into the right road, from 
whieh, strange to say, I did not diverge until the next 
turning presented itself. I was then cantering plea­
santly no one knows whither, until au enquiry pru­
dently madP. of a house by the way, apprised me that 
I was. g-oing in a direetion right away from what 
I intended. 

CHAPTER V. 

GLENDALE,-TRE "FRYING PAN."-U.MVOTI VALLEY.­

FIRST ATTE:\IPT AT SETTLEiUENT.-l'lIESSRS. ASH­

WELL.-THE SCOTCH BOYS.-COTTON. 

Glendale is not more than five miles, as the erow 
flies, from Riet Valley, and there is a path through 
an awful gorge and up a roeky stairease, which was 
traversed lately under native guidance by the Governor 
and Colonial Secretary. Having no fondness, how­
ever, owing to the melancholy propensity I have 
named, for short cuts, I kept the main road-except 
when I left it, that 1s - and soon reached SQme 
high breezy table lands. Messrs. Rieb, Phipson, 
and Cotton Acutt have all houses near the road, and 
there is some weedy eoffae visible near the first-named 
house. Beyond these the ground stretches away in a 
eool airy flat, along which it is a treat to canter. 
The detour seems tremendous, but 1be time taken is 
not much more. At last, after keeping inland, the 
road turns round, and I suddenly found myself on the 
brink of an awful precipice, with the wildest of valleys 
stretching away northward 2000 feet below. This is 
the valley of the Umvoti. 

The ground at your feet drops down, sheer, seven 
or eight hundred feet. Then it undulates aw:i.y in _a 
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constant succession of hill and dale, all densely wooded, 
to where the river several miles off winds through all. 
Steep spurs of hills strike off into the valley and native 
kraals and corngardens erown eaeh of these heights. 
Beyond the river the mountains rise, singly, in more fan­
tastic forms, having likewise around their flanks the 
same bushy undulations. The depth o.nd breadth of this 
huge depression, the magnifieence of the precipices 
that wall it in, the dark shade of the vegetation that 
so thickly clothes it, and the many traees of savage 
life one sees in the eountless kraals that are dotted 
about, give a true air of Afriean wildness to the 
locality, nor ean we be surprised that the first party 
of English immigrants loeated here, when " shunted 
off" at the top of the precipice, nnd told that down 
there was their future home-there among the wild 
beasts and the wilder savages-should have taken 
fright, packed up their traps, and made speed baek 
again to the Point-all which was literally the case. 

The road runs dangerously near to the edge of this 
eliff, and one might easily imagine a tired and belated 
horseman riding over it in the dark. There seem 
here and there to be kafir paths up elefts and along 
spurs, by which these table lands are reaehed, but the 
clamber up is eminently suggestive of sound lungs 
and nimble legs, in both of which the natives are well 
endowed. Riding a mile or two thus, and looking 
vainly for the appearanee of the promised settlement, 
I follow another turn of the road, down a slight de­
scend and over a bouldery traek until another dip 
discloses the new township of Glendale. 

Dr. Sutherland has happily selected the site of 
this village, whieh enjoys the fine air of the high flats, 
without their exposure. The edge ot the cliff is here 
scooped out, and forms a saddle-like depression, well 
she I tered on either side by the higher land. Behind, 
a ravine, wooded and watered, opens out to the west­
ward. The houses of the settlers are built within a 
h!-lndred yards of the eliff, whieh here is less preci­
pitous than at other p~rts, and reeedes, so as to render 
it possible to construct a sideling road to the bottom. 

D 



38 

It happens that at this point government has, or 
rather had, for the ground is mostly taken up, a little 
unallotted Crown land, and on the arrival of a batch 
of settlers by the " Earl of Southesk,'' prepared to 
talie up coast grants, Dr. Sutherland determined to 
locate them here. Here they were broug-ht therefore 
with all expedition. On the ·way hither th~y were told 
b'y men, 1who should have known better, that they were 
comirig to an uninhabitable hole-known as the "Frying 
pan'' on account of its heat-and only fit for wild beasts 
and kafirs. We all know how sensitive and easily 
influenced immigrants are after they arrive, and these 
doleful ·descriptions of their future home, caused a 

• ~evtilsion of feeling before they saw it. On reaching 
the eage;of the cliff they were "shunted off" by Dr. 
Sutherlana, and told that down there in that wild and 
rough-looking region lay their home. He meanwhile 
hurried' off to Maritzburg in order to get authority to 
coristruct a road by which the lower regions might be 
reached. The immigrants, however, lost no time in 
coming to a decision. It was doubtful whether any 
of them·had ever seen any hill higher than Malvern 
in their lives. 1rhey were mostly fresh from the trim 
aspects of cities. They found themselves left helpless 
in a peculiarly out-of-the-way corner of the co ony, 
and told to find their home in a region which a the 
first sight startles any one, They saw around no 
settlers but kafirs, and no evidences of vegetation but 
a vast area of bush which might be supposed to har­
bour snakes and wild beasts. So they immediately 
secured a wagon from a mission station near, packed 
up their traps again, and travelled back to the Point 
with all possible baste. H:1d there been a little more 
preparation and organisation on the part of the authori­
ties, and a little less mischief-making on the part of 
old colonists, this unfortunate result might have been 
averted. 

I am particular in describing this earlier attempt to 
colonise the locality as it contrasts ve1·y favourably 
with the next venture-the first fruits of which we arc 
now to witness. About thirt~en or·fourteen months ago 



(now Jnne, 1870) more incoming settlers were located 
here, and unlike their predecessors they took root,. and 
will I hope flourish. During the interval and subse­
quently Dr. Sutherland bad caused a ~·oad down t~e 
cliff to be cut to the lots below, and a village was laid 
out here. So far there is but one street, so-called, 
skirted by about ten or eleven cottages, all of which 
belong to that wattle and daub order of architecture 
common to the first years of a_ new settlement. Each 
has a one or two acre allotment round it, according to 
the number of grantees residen't therein. Mr. S. Knox, 
of the Umhlali, has just erected here :i. well~stocked 
wooden store, where accommodation for " man and 
horse" can also be had and where the post is received, 
At a meeting lately held a fund was formed for the 
erection of a church which will soon be built. Around 
some of the cottages gardens have been formed, and 
it was pleasant to see mignonette and other floral 
favourites blooming gaily in so secluded a spot. 

Behind the village, on the hillside, is Mr. Laing's 
residence. This gentleman is fortunate in having the 
aid of three stalwart sons-the best possession a man 
can bring to this country. He has built here in order 
to h-we a large tract of cultivated land round his house. 
About a mile on the other side of the valley, just 
visible beyond the brow of the hill, Lieut. O'Brien has 
built a substantial residence of brick and iron. Mr. 
Laing, like most of bis neighbours, has had an unfor­
tunate start; his young coffee plants having 1:,hared 
the fate of the rest. He is not daunted, however, but 
is preparing to plant cotton on a considerable scale. 

'l'he largest house in the village is that belonging to 
the Messrs. Ashwell, to whom I stand indebted for 
much kind attention, and for information most freely 
offered. The operations of these gentlemen show what 
can be done where practical energy and intelligence 
are united with specific knowledge and aptitude. 
After spending a large portion of their lives in the 
Southern Stutes of America, they were attrncted to 
Natal by the gold reports, but on finding those stories 
to be mythical, they determined to apply themselves 
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to digging operations of another kind. Nor have they 
reason to complain. After a residence of about thir­
teen months, they find themselves the occupants of a 
roomy house, surrounded by two aeres of ground, well 
cultivated with vegetables and flowers, and a planta­
tion of about 35 acres of eotlon, from whieh they 
have this season netted £7 per aere, clear profit. 

Under the guidance of these energetic brothers, we 
prepare to 9-escend into the depth of the valley below, 
and it is pleasant to find the descent very much less 
fatiguing than I had been led to expeet. The road is 
cut out of the rocky hill, and the formation being de­
composed granite, a splendid bottom is obtained. 
Funds being searee, the road is wide enough for only 
one wagon, and does not allow of any passing. The 
windings indeed are so sharp that it is difficult at some 
points with a full team of oxen to keep the wagon on 
the road ; but a small additional expenditure will 
easily eure this. As the road at present simply 
leads to the settlement, I do not eonsidcr that the 
settlers have just cause of complaint and it seemed 
to me that two-wheeled carts drawn by four or six 
oxen would be far more fitted for its aseent than 
cumbrous full-sized ox wagons. 

The rim of the " Frying Pan " consists of a 
towering precipice about 700 feet high. From the 
foot of this lofty cliff the country rolls away in 
hilly undulations to the winding river four miles off. 
From the top, the bottom of this valley looks almost 
level ; but when you are in it, the surface of the 
ground is naught but rounded slopes, rising into bills 
of eonsiderablc altitude. Bush prevails everywhere, 
and as the soil is consequently rich, the locality is well 
adapted for coffee or any tropical plant requiring heat 
and shelter. This huge wall of rock which guards 
the valley to the southward is a great natural break­
wind, as well as a reflector, against whose bare ex­
panse the sun beats daily. It is most unfortunate that 
the first industrial essay of the settlers should have 
been an utter failure. Last October amongst them 
about 100 aeres of coffee were planted. Inexperience, 
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however, matTed the success of these plantations. 
The young seedlings were not planted deep enough; 
dry weather ensued, and the whole died. I saw the 
little dead twigs still cumbering the ground. ~ap­
pily for themselves a few of the settlers planted a little 
cotton, which has been remarkably successful. Messrs. 
Ashwell had about 35 acres of cotton, planted since 
October, and bearing now. Although the description 
is known here as New Orleans, it would in Louisiana 
be called Mexican, the seed being of a bright green 
colour, and the cotton hanging loosely in long, free 
tassels from the bolls. This latter is an important pe­
culiarity, as it enables the cotton to be picked 
easily. The yield has been about 300 to 3b0 lbs. 
to the acre. The rows are fom feet apart, being 
just wide enough to allow pickers to pass. From 
6000 to 6500 plants go to the acre; and the seeds are 
planted thickly like beans, provision being thus made 
against "misses." Cotton is not an exhausting crop, 
and the ground will bear close planting, the plants 
being about fifteen inches apart. Solitary trees 
were pointed out, standing apart, but giving no better 
yield. Messrs. Ashwell prefer annual planting, as the 
land can thus be worked better, and there is less dan­
ger of frost prnving troublesome. They are sanguine 
that they will be able to get 400 to 500 lbs. of clean 
eotton per acce. The fly has not, so far, affected their 
fields. Want of labour is the chi of thing f cared ; as, 
although thr: settlement forms almost part of a large 
and populol,S location, the m.tives around show very 
little dispos· tion to work for their white neighbours. 
This cireum:,tance, however, may be attributable to the 
undoubted .i :mlousy with which the intrusion of Euro­
peans into their midst has been viewed. After a time, 
when they see that their lands are not being unduly 
encroached upon, and that the settlers will not inter­
~ere with them, the natives will probably find it to their 
~nter~st to work. When once this difficulty is removed 
it will not be strange should the settlers of Glendale 
be better supplied with labour during busy times 
than other parts of the colony, as the women and 
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children from neighbouring kraals could eaKily at­
tend daily. One such was hard at work thrashing 
beans at the time of my visit. 

, ~r. A.shwell's plantation is the first we come to. 
Almost in a line with it, on the other side of the road, 
is the grant. taken up by :Mr. Laing, amounting to 400 
acres in all. One or two settlers, undeterred by the 
biig:bear of heat, have pitched their tents in the valley 
so as to be near their; plantations, and I was told that 
it was believed the heat would not be found all the year 
round so much greater than on the heights. Captain 
Douglas's house crowns a hill to the right, and in the 
distance, nearer the river, Lieut. Fawcett's cottage is 
visible. Mr. Smith's farm is a fewmiles off. and out of 
aight. Just in front evidences of cultiv~ted ground 
may be seen. There are indeed many cleared patches 
discernible; but this particular spot has a suggestive 
history connected with it. It is here that the party of 
immigrants known as " the Scotch boys " are located. 
These four lads, aged from 20 to 25, came out with the 
rest about a year ago and took up between them a grant 
of 100 acres of land, being all that they were entitled 
to as the non-possessors of capital. They landed here 
with nothing to speak of in their pockets, but with the 
full equivalent of money in habits of industry, and a 
will as strong as their bodies. Having taken up their 
grants here, they put up a small cottage in the village, 
as well as another upon their allotment, where they at 
once proceeded to put land under cultivation, having 
now four acres of cotton, four of maize, one acre of 
garden ground round their house, and two acres of 
coffee. A.11 this they did with the aid of one or two 
kafirs, selling their cotton, which produced a good crop, 
as it stood, to· the Messrs. Ashwell. A.s soon as winter 
approached they branched out in search of employment, 
which they soon obtained. As a rule one remains at 
Glendale to see after the plantation. ·when ~pring 
arrives and the time for planting has come they will 
gather together again and put in more cotton, coffee, or 
corn, as the ease may be. The money earned and sa~·ed 
in the interval supplies them with tho menns of paymg 
for labour, and of subsisting; the latter cost being corn-
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paratively trifling where game is t:iO abundant, a garden 
so fruitful and corn so cheap. Thus these sturdy young 
Scotsmen,' by sheer dint of energy, frugality, and in­
dustry, will soon form for thems~lve_s a cotton and c?ffec 
plantation which can hardly fail, m such determmed 
hands, to yield a good maintenance. One of them gets 
£6 a month on a sugar plantation. They are all the 
sons of poor men in Scotland, and are a practical illus­
tration of what has so often been maintained by the 
writer, that moral qualities of the right kind arc more 
valuable to a new settler in Natal than capital. These 
lads are probably but types of thousands of others who 
might be planted upon our soil. 

Although their first attempt to grow coffee haFi been 
so complete a failure, the settlers intend making one 
more effort. They admit their own inexperience, and 
the mistake they made in not planting deep enough; 
and they also are impressed by the fact that the past 
summer was in their district only an exceptionally dry 
one. The soil and situation of the locality are both 
eminently fitted for coffee,-and I believe if once the 
plants fairly got root, they would grow and yield well. 
Perhaps the plan adopted on one young estate I visited 
of covering up each young plant with twigs and straw, 
would be worth trying. Coffee gains by heat when 
the tree is in fair growth, and I cannot but think that 
the U mvoti valley will in time become one of the most 
successful coffee districts on the coast. Meanwhile, 
cotton offers a temporary resource which will probably 
be made use of by most of the colonists of Glendale. 

I could write much more about this most interesting 
spot, which presents something like an attempt at that 
systematic colonisation of our waste lands, so often 
advocated in this journal. So far, I think, the results 
of the attempt give encouragement for the future. 
That more might have been done for the settlers, is un­
doubted. ·«-'heir lots should have been surveyed; the 
road to the valley prepared; arrangements for house­
buildi1;1g organised; and information as to agricultural 
operat10ns collected, before the settlers were placed 
there. In private enterprise all such preliminaries 
would have been provided for; why not, then, in the 
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case of government? Still, in spite of these initiatory 
drawbacks, the 8ettlerncnt shows, I think, that similar 
movements might be successfully carried out on a far 
larger 8Cule, and with a greater chance of success. 
These settlers were not picked people ; they came here 
of their own accord. The fact that so many have man­
fully remained, and Hhow so resolute a determination 
to make the best of circumstances, is, I think an indi­
cation that, with proper arrangement!:i, immigration to 
this colony might be carried to a more successful issue 
than some among us imagine. 

The sun was declining as I reluctantly rode away 
from Glendale. My last interview was with l\fr. Laing, 
who is a notable instance of the ease with which a 
townsman can bend his temper and his energies to the 
rough work of a rural pioneer in a new land. l\Iay he 
and his neighbours have the success they deserve; and 
may it be the pleasure and the business of every older 
colonist to lend to these newer settler5 the aid, the 
sympathy, and the encouragement, which, freely ren­
dered, go so far to smooth the path of the stranger, 
and attach him by friendly ties and pleasant associ­
ations to the land of his adoption. 

Evening shadows were drawing on as I looked ()nee 
more over the steep verge of the valley. The hazy 
glow of our southern winter gave a blueness of com­
plexion, and a vagueness of out line to the vast pano• 
rama of confused land in front. No wonder the natives 
cling fondly to these location lands of theirs. They 
are the true "happy bunting grounds" of the savage. 
They are the very Paradise of barbarism. Nature 
seems to have walled them in as a home for the 
"untutored savage," and to have shut them in, with 
her rocky barriers, from the approaches of civilisation. 
But with sure strides the genius of progress advances. 
Roads are made into those busby depths ; houses are 
erected thr.re ; plantations, where honest labour is paid 
for, tempt the denizens of the kraals forth from their 
idleness to daily toil ; stores are established in the 
neighbourhood where latent tastes are cultivated and 
new wants created; industry is fos,ercd; nvarice is 
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excited ; the greed of possession is implanted. And 
thus, by a merely natural process, but in fulfilment of 
an invarinble Jaw, the barbarian kafir eeases to be, and 
the civilised African is born. 

CHAPTER VI. 
STUCKERIDGE.-UMVOTI MISSION STATION,-GROUTVILLE. 

-NATIVE SUGAR MILL.-NONOTI COFFEE ESTATE.­

NEW GUELDERLAND. - CHAN'rILLY. - CHAKA's 

KRAAL.-Ul\IHLALI.-WILLIAMSTOWN. 

FRoi'l'I a little hill near Riet Valley a fine view of 
the Bluff lighthouse is got on a elear night. I strolled 
up there after dark, and saw the periodieal flashes of 
the revolving lamp in bright clistinetness. As the 
distanee must be close upon forty miles as the crow 
flies, it foilows that additional height only is wanted to 
make the light visible a longer distanee than it is nt 
sea. 

There is an exeellent road leading direet to Chaka's 
kraal from Riet Valley, and running right through the 
other estates of the Cotton Company in this direetion. 
That proprietary indeed possesses a continuous belt of 
country from the coast inland. Between Riet Valley and 
Umhlali is the estate Stuekcriclge, where a plantation 
of 51 aeres of eoffee has been formed, and a pulping 
house erected. This property I am unable to visit, 
as my course lies more to the northward, by a eut 
aeross country. This pathless road would have been 
nn endless one had I trusted to my own powers of 
exploration. Under the guidance of a nimble native, 
however, I found it short, picturesque, and pleasant. 
Nowhere else in Natal have I seen such truly tropical 
vegetation as in some of the secluded glades of thi1, 
parklike region. There arc no large tracts of. bush, 
but the bottoms of the hollows are lined with a thick 
anrl varied growth ehiefly of the strelitzia and the 
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dwar~ palm, which here attain a most unusual height. 
Notlung of an arborescent kinu could be more beauti­
ful in form than the1:e groves of plmucd trees-some 
of them being at least forty and fifty feet high, while 
below was a thick undergrowth of tree-ferns. A 
gentle circular slope, half-ringed round the bottom by 
such a verdant fringe as one finds so often here, would 
form the most perfect pleasure-ground one could 
desire. 

Riding through scenery of this character, and pass­
ing now and then by kraals where white men seem 
rare spectacles, to judge from the fright evinced by 
the children, we came at last to the township of Grout­
ville, for such it really is, although nominally a mission 
station. Here there must be fifty or :;ixty cottages and 
houses all owned by native "converts;" some being 
substantial residences of stone and iron, with glazed 
windows and verandahs all round. This is one of the 
oldest mission settlements in the colony. Here for 
more than thirty years ministered the Rev. Aldin 
Grout, whose final departure for Europe we lately 
recorded. His mission house is placed on the brow 
of a bill overlooking the broad, shallow river below, 
and is surrounded by dense groves of orange and 
other fruit trees. Just behind is the spacious church, 
erected some years ago. Many of the other cottages 
have gardens round them. The river for some miles 
skirts a plain, now covered with canefields as far as 
one can see. Opposite, at some little distance, rise 
bushy bills. 

The Umvoti at this point is from one to two 
hundred yards broad, with a sandy bottom, In times 
of flood it is impassable except by boat, but this 
seldom occurs. J should say that a weir like that at 
Verulam would meet the purposes of traffic for some 
time yet. As soon as the opposite bank is reached 
we plunge into canefields, pass the imposing looking 
mill, and draw up at the house of Mr. Ente_, who for 
five years has been manager here. From tlus gentle­
man we receive a hearty welcome. 

'fhe Umvoti sugar mill originated, I believe. in R 
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suggestion of Sir George Grey made after his visit 
here in 1855. It has been erected about ten years, 
and was paid for out of the Native Reserve, for the 
benefit of the natives at this station. As an en­
deavour to accustom the natives to industrial pursuits 
of a superior character the experiment tho1;tgh_ costly is 
interesting. It is only just, however, begmnmg to be 
successful. When Mr. Ente assumed the management 
the prospects of the enterprise were bad. The cultiva­
fa,n of cane was not so largely entered upon by the 
coloured settlers as had been expected. Serious mis­
takes had been made in the arrangements and erection 
of the mill. .And more than all, sugar planting in Natal 
was yet in its infancy; experience was being bought; 
success here, as elsewhere, was to be the fruit of fre­
quent failure. 

The present, however, is what we have to do with. 
There are 300 acres under cultivation, of which 150 
may be crushed this year. 140 tons of sugar were 
obtained last year from about ll0 acres of cane. The 
general average of yield may be set down at about 1¼ 
tons. This alluvial flat is rich in deep red soil. 36 
feet of alluvial deposit bas been found here. The 
highest known yield was three tons, but in no case has 
there been high cultivation. 'l'here are 4 7 different 
planters, seven of whom are still living in kraals as 
heathen. The largest quantity crushed for any one 
grower was ten tons, the smallest one cwt. The mill 
takes for its share half the sugar and the treacle. Two 
white planters are now growing cane within reach of 
the mill, and with the view of crushing at it. These 
will deliver 20 acres this year, but hope to have 60 
next year. With them there will probably be special 
arrangements according to circumstances. When Mr. 
Ente came in 1865 there were only 170 acres under 
cultivation; the average has gradually gone up since 
~hen. These facts serve to show that the central system 
1s capable of successful operation in this colony even 
with na~ivcs .. Mr. Ente has no trouble as regards the 
order of crushmg. As a rule he calls the growers to­
gether before the season begins, aucl they leave tho 
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arrangement in his hands. He has had many difficulties 
to contend with in the mill. A common boiler wai; 
supplied, instead of a multitubular one, requiring a 
much larger expenditure of fuel, which is a consider­
ation on the estate. The engine itself is a very fine 
one, and the fittings of the mill are very complete, but 
the internal arrangements are as bad as they can be, 
the juice having to travel down long troughs right 
round the mill before it gets iuto the battery. Other 
difficulties might be mentioned but I have said enough 
to show that Mr. Eate's work has not been plain sailing 
and that nothing but his own admirable energy and 
aptitude would have enabled him to bring the enterr 
prise to a point of success. 

It may not be out of place to aliude to the social 
aspects of this station, which afford some typical 
developments of mission work among the Zulus. In 
May last no successor to Mr. Grout had been appointed, 
it having been considE>red well to leave the people of 
the place without a shepherd until they were sensible 
of the loss entailed upon them by the departure of the 
venerable missionary who for 35 years had been among 
tham. It is to be feared increased wealth has only 
served to make these natives less amenable to Church 
discipline. They spend their money fast, and find 
plenty of whitemen to assist them in its expenditure. 
Instead of hoarding their gains, which for people in 
their condition are considerable, they invest them in 
the improvement of their houses, in dress, and in other 
mild forms of luxury. It is no uncommon thing for 
them to pledge their crops beforehand, and this has an 
unfortunate effect upon I heir industry, as they say" of 
what use is it to cultivate our fields well, their produce 
belongs to the storekeeper not to us". I cannot but 
think that this disposition on the part of European 
tradesmen to prey upon tl1e weakness and the cupidity • 
of these natives by giving them credit, and inducing 
them to buy largely, will thus tend to check agricul­
ture, retard industrial progress among the natives, and 
thus operate most prejudicially against the interests of 
the colony and of individuals. 
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The school here is also a typical institution, nnd may 
be cited as such. For four months past it had been 
in the sole charcre of a native teacher, an intelligent 
young kafir, educated at the Am:mz!ntote _Training 
Sehool. He gets £2 a month, and brmgs his report 
daily. The daily attendance at his school averages 
56,-30 boys and 26 girls; 9 of these 30 can spell 
and rend in Zulu; 15 can read the Zulu Testament; 
27 can read in English ; 2 understand plain English; 
3 reply in plain English ; 5 write from dictation in 
Zulu, and 3 in English; 26 understand the four first 
rules of arithmetic, and 5 understand the higher rules. 

In all probability this station will, in time, be left 
entirely to native control and pastorship. The residents 
are now able to take care of themselves; and the Ameri­
can mission is more and more reeognizing the prineiple of 
employing native ageney in the work of native evan­
gelisation. Unfortunately there are certain doctrinal 
and moral roeks ahrad whieh will have to be passed 
before the rule of aeti0n in the future becomes clear 
and definite. Some old converts here have lately re­
lapsed into polygamy, and gone back to kraal life. 
They profess to find justification for this in the Book, 
by whose precepts they are told to be guided. This 
is not the place to diseuss the mission question, but it 
is evident that a critieal period is approaching in re­
gard to the inflexible application to native converts 
of our modern christian eodc of morals. 

Between the Umvoti and the Tugcla, our northern 
frontier stretehes, a picturesque traet of country, 
watered by the Nonoti and the Sinquasi respectively. 
On the way to the former the road passes a long an<l 
narrow sheet of water known as Sea Cow Lake. Ad­
vancing down the river we come to Dr. Addison's 
mill, and plantation, situated near the drift. There 
are about 200 acres under eane. Cotton has been 
tried here, but not with material success. About this 
locality the land is almost free from busll, but the soil 
in many parts is red and loamy. Crossing the river 
the first settlement of uny importanee we rcaeh is New 
G ucldcrlnnd, which has not unfortunately realised the 

E 
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hopes of its founders. Mr. Colenbrander's spaciou~ 
residence, with its noble verandah, still occupies the 
centre of the estate, and near it is the sugar mill, the 
largest in the colony, and capable of crushing a large 
acreage of cane. A variety of causes, which I can­
not pause to enumerate, have embarrassecl the progress 
of this undertaking. Many persons have assured me 
that a better situation for a central factory cannot be 
found in the colony. The soil is excellent, and the 
aeeess to the mill good. There are, however, only 60 
acres in cane on the estate just now, of which but 30 
are to crush. About 400 acres, however, are said to 
be in course of cultivation on the neighbouring farms. 
Many of the individual settlers, judging by their com­
fortable little homesteads, are doing tolerably well. I 
earnestly hope that the founder of the settlement, Mr. 
T. W. Colenbrander, than whom no one is more re­
spected, may yet reap the reward of his patience and 
his sacrifices. 

Not. mueh further on we reach Chantilly, the property 
of Sir Joshua Walmsley, and the residence of the re­
doubtable Border Agent, Capt.Walmsley. A lovely spot 
is this; with the river running down a forest-clad valley, 
over a rocky bed, on one side, and with hills besprinkled 
by umbrageous forest trees on the other. The gallant 
occupant keeps up some little state here, and bas quite 
a retinue of henchmen and well-disciplined followers. 
The last time I was there he carried out that cele­
brated night-raid over the river, when he surprised and 
took captive the notorious Pierse, charged with the 
shooting of a kafir. It was from this point, too, that 
the little expedition which kept at bay Cetywayo's in­
furiated army in 1857, issued. A strict surveillance 
of the border does Capt. Walmsley maintain, as many 
a trader and refugee ean testify. Beyond his residence 
the country gets even prettier and yet more parklikc, 
with a few homesteads scattered about, and the most 
luxuriant vegetation all around, until Mr. Dickens' 
comfortable hostelry is reached, and with it the ullim(f, 
tku,le of British possessions in South Africa. About 
a mile further on flow the broad waters of the Tugela; 
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here, near Its mouth, quite a majestic ~tream. Abo~e 
the river may yet be seen the remams of Fort Wil­
liamson lonO' since dismantled, and left in charge of a 

' b b k' kafir. Alligators are often observed as rng on 
the sandbanks that break the bed of the stream. Mr. 
Jack Hill presides sedulously over the ferry, and be­
yond the river spread bleak and bare, in strange con­
trast with the luxuriance on the Natal side, the hills 
of Zululand. 

I should like to describe at greater length the 
natural charms of this locality-the most beautiful 
portion of the county,-but these notes are too long 
already. If we leave the main road and keep to the 
left from Mr. Ente's, we shall pass through a well­
cultivated district. Mr. Ash is now the manager of 
the Kirkley Vale Estate, formed originally by Mr. 
J. P. Ablett. He has 100 acres to crush this year, 
and about 150 more under cultivation. This is the 
last sugar plantation to the northward. There is, 
however, in the neighbourhood and beyond a large 
acreage of coffee planted. Mr. Balcomb has 25 acres; 
Mr. Hulett, 60; Mr. Newcombe, 25; Mr, Milne, 50, 
with 40 more in course of cultivation ; Mr. Adrian 
Oolenbrander, 60; Mr. B. Goble, 40; Mr. Tollner, 
25; Mr. Carter, 25 ; Mr. Dickens, 70 ; Mr. Nunn, 6; 
:Mr. Symons, 25; Mr. Horwood, 12; with five or six 
more smaller plots belonging to planters whose names 
I could not ascertain. In the Mapumulo location-a 
wild and broken tract lying behind-the Rev. Mr. 
Abraham has 25 acres, and Rev. Mr. Udland about 
the same quantity of coffee. So that you may fairly 
put down the extent of ground under coffee between 
the Umvoti and the Tugela at 500 acres altogether. 
I consider that this is a very small portion of what 
will be cultivated ere long. This district is less vi­
sited by rain than others, but its soil is unsurpassed 
as the length of the grass, the thick growth of th~ 
bush, and the large size of the trees indicate. Mr. 
Milne, I believe, has gathered a crop of twenty tons 
this year. Considering the distance from Durban -
about 50 miles-the provess of agriculture there is 
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already very encouraging ; but I feel convinced that 
coffee and cotton, as well as sugar, will find in this 
part of Victoria County a large field of production. 
I was told that cattle thrive unusually well here. 

Full of regret at having to hurrry back without 
visiting in detail the estates I have enumerated, I turn 
my face southward once more, and ride through a bnre 
and less interesting country ns far as the Umhlali. 
At this point that river winds along a reedy and 
marshy bed, and is much less attractive here than 
higher up. Chaka's Kraal is the first estate reached. 
A chapter might be devoted to the history of this place 
alone. It has passed through a strange variety of vicis­
situdes. As its name indicates, it was the site of one of 
the kraals of the great Zulu chieftain Chaka, when all 
this fair land of Natal was terrorised by bis presence. 
He did not die here, however. The scene of his death, 
by the fratricidal hands of his own kindred, is pointed 
out near New Guelderland, on a breezy slope where 
the dark traces of old kraals are visible, and where to 
this day natives have a superstitious dislike to be 
belated. In 1859 a large tract of land in this valley 
was covered with sugar cane, and one of the first steam 
mills erected in the colony was opened here, under the 
auspices of Mr. A. Coqui. In course of time that 
gentleman sold the estate to the Cotton Plantation 
Company, who put in a large acreage of cotton, im­
ported a steam plough, and converted the sugar house 

·into a cotton factory. Some years ago I rode through 
the plantations then laid out. They looked green and 
regular, but clouds of "fly" arose as one traversed 
the rows. This pest, a species of aphis, bad been im­
ported in the seed, and was so destructive that the 
cotton enterprise here was a failure. Since the estates 
of this Company came under the able management of 
Mr. Carl Behrens, of the Natal Land and Colonisation 
Compnny, every reasonable effort has been made to 
make this farm remunerative. Mr. John Acutt is now 
resident manager at Chaka's Kraal, but the present 
financial position of the Cotton Plantation Company's 
estates prevents him from giving due and full effect to 
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his long experience and practical ability. There arc 
now 35 acres under coffee, and 25 under cane. Con­
sidering the large amount of capital which has at 
different times been laid out here Chaka's Kraal must 
be set down as one of the most notable instances of 
failure in the colony. 

Next and close to Chaka's Kraal comes another yet 
older and well-known estate-Oatlands, the property of 
Mr. T. Reynolds. That gentleman, unfortunately, 
with his family, is absent, so I can do no more than 
leave a card at a house where I have, on other occasions, 
had the most hospitable reception. There is a trim, 
well kept air about the residence and grounds which 
reminds one of home. Several hundred acres of cane 
looked in first rate condition. One of the first stills 
erected on the coast, if not the first, was established 
here, Mr. Reynolds being the first planter who ga·rn 
practical proof that a distillery is the necessary com­
plement of a plantation. Re is also one of the fortunate 
planters who have never had reason to complain of a 
want of kafir labour, owing, probably, to the excellent 
system he pursues, and the good name he has estab­
lished with them. After leaving his estate the road 
bends towards the coast, and a number of buildings and 
homesteads is passed. There are two churches here, 
as well as a substantial jail and court house. Time 
was when "Fort Scott," ercoted after the Zulu dis­
turbance in 1857, crowned a low hill in this neigh­
bourhood. Piping times of peace, howeyer, ernmed, 
and population advanced more to the northward, so the 
encampment was dismantled and abandoned. A.bout 
two miles on Mr. Coward has a large trading establish­
ment and farmstead, one of the oldest settlements in 
the neighbourhood. Several small coffee plantations 
are to be seen from the road before we reach Mr. Knox's 
extensive stores. Williamstown, as it is called, is 
beginning to look like an embryo township, though I 
believe no village is laid out. Mr. C. H. Williams, 
the magistrate, lives just behind. The country about 
here is more level and open than usual. Here we may 
ride for miles over the Compensation "flat," a free, 
breezy clown, where Mr. Morewood, in 1851-2, grew 
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the .first sugar cane, and 1nanufactured with the aid of 
wooden rollers and an iron pot, the first sugar produced 
in Natal. The "flat" is less cultivated now, however, 
than it was then, partly, perhaps, owing to the poor 
character of the soil, but chiefly because from hence 
nearly to the Tongaat, absentee proprietors hold the 
land. 

The distance from Mr. Knox's to Tongaat is about 
seven or eight miles. Some pleasant wooded country 
is here and there traversed. Inland, a wide sweep of 
view over the district we have just been inspecting is 
obtained. On the shore at this point occurs the out­
crop of anthracite coal, in a seam about 17 inches 
wide, so much talked of three years ago. This re­
source anywhere else would long since have been 
practically examined, and if possible, turned to com­
mercial account; but Natal is slow to make use of her 
mineral riches, and the Compensation coalfields, be 
they valuable or be they worthless, remain for the in­
vestigation of some future adventurer. 

Near the Tongaat the road skirts a new coffee 
plantation of about 70 acres, formed by Mr. Taylor, 
whose trees look very flourishing, and whose fields are 
commendably clean. • 

CHAPTER VII. 

MOUNT MORELAND.-1\IR, BLAllIEY'S.-JlrR. FTNNEY 7S.­

JIIUCKLE NEUK, - WATERLOO. - ENGELENI, - l\IR, 

ASHBY'S.-llIR. ROBERTSON'S,-1\IR, GIRVAN'S.-ll!R, 

CAMPBELL' s.-MR. POV ALL' s,-1\IR, ADAMS'. 

AFTER leaving the Tongaat, and following the main 
road until abreast Mr. Remnant's, we strike seaward, 
and after cantering over a park-like uncultivated tract 
for about three miles, reach Mr. Blarney's. I am now 
at Mount Moreland. These are the '' cotton-lands," 
as they were familiarly called at the time of Byme's 
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immigration. That renowned adventurer got a grant 
of many thousand acres here, where a rivalry with the 
Southern States was then to be started. 1rbe twenty 
acre lots which tempted out so many deluded Britous 
were mostly situated here. At that time there were no 
inhabitants except kafirs in this neighbourhood. There 
were no roads. The lots were not surveyed. Although 
subsequently increased to forty-five acres these diminu­
tive grants failed to attract many of the original hold­
ers. Few of the grantees took up their allotments. 
That few, however, deserve notice as being among the 
most persevering and patient of our colonial pioneers. 
They at once planted themselves here, and from that 
time to this, through twenty long years of toil and 
stmggle, have borne living testimony to their fondness 
for the spot. Mr. Blarney and Mr. Fynney are amongst 
the oldest and most tenacious of them. 

One cannot be surprised at the local attachment 
evinced by these settlers, as the situation is altogether 
charming. High enough to be breezy and healthful it 
is yet sufficiently tropical in its conditions to allow 
sugar cane to be grown. But this is a modern dis. 
covery. For years after sugar was first made iu Natal 
it was deemed useless to plant cane on these cool hill 
tops. Now, however, 200 acres of splendid cane bear 
witness to the contrary. Let us traverse the fields. 
They spread round the mill and up to the house. They 
recede back almost to the top of the ridge which skirts 
the shore. They are so covered with thick, high, and 
matted cane, that it is difficult to force a way through 
the narrower paths. I saw some plant cane a few 
months old, whose height I should be afraid to specify. 
Mr. Blarney regards two tons an acre as a common 
average yield. This, of ·course, is from soil that has 
not ye,t been cropped for many successive years. 

Mr. Blarney is fortunate in being aided by two sons 
who are able, if need be, to take the management of 
the estate in their own hands. The mill, which one 
has in charge, is of moderate size, and is said to do its 
work well_. No want of labour has yet been experi­
enced, owmg largely, I suspect, to the perfect famili .. 
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arity which the younger men have with the kafir lan­
guage and character. Not far from the house may be 
seen the residence of Mr. Galloway, auothcr settler of 
the same era, overshadowed by primeval trees. Almost 
adjoining this estate is Mr. Fynney's, which occupies 
a lower level, being just above the Umhloti. Here 
also there are about 200 acres of cane, and a mill of 
about the same capacities, uear the riverside. 

But let us diverge to lhe right a little and take our 
stand on Mount Moreland, near the litlle church where 
service has now been held weekly for ten years past. 
One of the loveliest views on the coast :;preuds around. 
Behind, the park-like slopes; in front a valley, with a 
river winding through cunefields that line its bed, to­
wards the sea, which is seen '' rolling blue" beyond the 
surf-beat river bar, and framed in by dark bluffs on 
either side. Beyond, the sweep of sugar and coffee 
plantations clothing the hill sides and streaked by the 
shadows of deep gorges and vallies. A township with 
3000 acres of comrnonage is laid out here, but three 
or four humble cottages comprise the village. 

Descending into the valley and crossing the river, I 
soon reach Muckle Neuk-thc worthy monument of a 
worlhy man's industry and intelligence. Its founder, 
Mr. William Campbell, came here as a working man, 
and for some time pursued his calling at the Point as 
practical contractor for Milne's breakwater, in common 
with another neighbour. He then settled here, and 
was one of the largest and most successful of our 
anowroot growers, when that industry was in fashion. 
He then began to grow sugar, and for years crushed 
his cane at a small and inexpensive mill. .Advancing 
onward by steps, he at last was suddenly carried off, 
while yet in the prime of life ; but his labours and 
achievements have been well sustained by his sons­
Messrs. William and Marshall Campbell-who, 'since 
their lamented father's death have had the entire con­
trol of the estate. It docs infinite credit to their 
management. From 300 to 400 acres arc under cane; 
a certain portion of which, being on the flat, is China 
cane. When I was there in the beginning of June, 



57 

the old mill was dismantled and a new one in course of 
completion. This is the largest fabric of the kind, if 
I mistake not, in the colony. Its length is about 120 
feet; its breadth, 80 feet; its height, 25 feet. All is 
under one open roof, as at M. Isabelle's, and as spacious 
ns the lover of air could wish. A new boiler has been 
laid down, and Mr. William Campbell, who is now in 
England, will probably procure whatever new im­
provements have been invented. A vacuum pan will 
probably be one of these. The present mill is power­
ful enough for all reasonable purposes, and is being 
re-erected. 

Mr. Marshall Campbell assured me that so far they 
have had no reason to complain of want of labour sup­
ply, although a possible scarcity is apprehended. 
Taskwork is the rule, and at three o'clock in the 
afternoon we met men going homeward nfter the com­
pletion of their tae.k. Their evidently high spirits 
showed that the system was as satisfactory to them as 
to their employer. Mr. C. gave me some singular facts 
as to the bearing capabilities of the red and loamy soil, 
and showed me fields still heavily yielding, which 
afforded no proof of exhaustion. Further up the val­
ley can be seen Mr. vValler's plantation and mill fun­
nel, and on a steep spur 1·unning towards the river Mr. 
Noll's coffee plantation. Mrs. Campbell, with her 
family, resides on a rise above the river, in foll view 
of its mouth. 

The well-known vVaterloo estate all but adjoins 
Muckle Neuk. It consists almost entirely of hill land 
and seven years ago was covered with bush. 
From the beginning it has been worked under the 
practical eye of Mr. J ohnstonc, of Messrs. Palmer & 
.Johnstone, the original proprietors. The estate pos­
sesses the twofold advantage of excellent soil and 
convenient situation. The mill-a large and most 
complete one, capable of manufacturing the produce of 
seven or eight hundred acres-is placed in a hollow 
towards which all the cane roads converge. A port~ 
able tramway, which can easily be taken up and 
moved to any part of the estate, is used for the con-
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veyanee of eane to the mill. The eost of this pt·ocess 
is half what it is when merely earts and oxen are em­
ployed, and the wear and tenr is much less. About 
500 aeres are now under eane, and nearly 150 more 
have been planted for next year's erop. These plant 
canes looked wonderfully big and vigorous. Mr. 
Johnstone to Id me l hat the monkeys have developed a 
sweet tooth, and are taking to regular robbery among 
the eanefields, carrying the eanes away on their 
shoulders in the most old-fashioned manner. It is 
not surprising that the yield on this estate should be 
so good, or that fully two tons per aere should he ex­
peeted this year. No rieher or deeper soil ean be 
found on the eoast than we often meet here. In 1867 
the estate passed into the handq of a local eompany, 
and it is satisfaetory to learn that last year there was 
a profit of £1000 left after all expenses had been paid; 
the eapital invested being £16,500. Sueeeeding 
years will, of eourse, with a larger aereage show a 
larger profit. 

The extreme end of Waterloo almost touehes 
Engeleni, the residenee of Mr. John R. Couper, and 
the property of Messrs. J. R. Couper and Co. From 
the narrow but lofty height where stands the house 
you see the U mhlan ga valley on the one hand, with 
all its sugar and eoffee plantations, and on the other 
the winding depths of the Umhloti. I have said so 
inuch about the seenery of this region that it is need­
less to linger, as one would like to do, over the natural 
eharms of so fair a spot. This estate is one of the 
largest eoffee plantations on the eoast. There are 220 
aeres already planted, a small portion being in bearing 
order. An additional 100 3eres are to be eleared and 
plaeed under eoffee, when the limit of the plantation 
will have been foached. Aeacia, mulberry, and banana 
breakwinds abound. Deseending down a steep and 
winding path, we reaeh at the bottom, near the Um­
hlanga, the mill and drying grounds. These are all 
planned on an extensive seale, nnd eonstrueted in a 
substantial manner, although, ns the estate is eom• 
paratively a new one, the arrangements are not yet 
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eo1npletc. An imported huller is used ; the trough 
and crushers being all made of serrated cast iron. 
The pulper is also an imported one. A large quantity 
of mealies has been grown and kiln-dried this year. 
The barbecues are made of cement only, without 
admixture of tar. When we were there the winnowers 
were busily at work, and the air was full of fine dust 
-the pulverised silver skin. An OX·•power has been 
used hitherto, but when the plantation gets in full 
bearing condition, steam will probably be employed. 
The fields at Engeleni have mostly an eastern and 
southern exposure. Coolie labour is chiefly employed, 
but as the enterprise is one of more recent date, no 
general conclusion as to permanent requirements can 
be yet elicited. 

I regret that the absence of the proprietor pre­
vented my visiting the large and beautiful estate of 
Mr. Ashby, close by. There are here about 150 
acres of coffee, in advanced condition, and in splendid 
order. Mr. H. M,mning's plantation is also in the 
immediate neighbourhood. Nothing in its way can 
be pleasanter to any one who prefers the cultivated to 
the wild, than a ride along this ridge, dividing the 
Umhloti from the Umhlanga. It is a new sensation 
in Natal to find one's self hemmed in for miles by 
fences separating the road from luxuriant plantations. 
Now and then belts of bush occur, where the trees 
meet overhead, and the thicket below is gay with sweet­
scented flowers, and gaudy-winged insects. At every 
turn of the tortuous road some new vista is disclosed; 
some peep at. a distant prospect; some glimpse of the 
blue sea; some outlook over a deep gorge with the 
river winding below. 

Retracing our steps, but still keeping to the north 
side of the Umhlanga, we pass Waterloo again, and 
come to the late Mr. Webster's sugar plantation, where 
about 200 acres of fine cane give promise of a good 
crop. High above the Umhloti stands Mr. Robert­
son's coffee estate-lying rather away from the road 
and not, therefore, so well known as it deserves to be: 
I was })articularly struck by the luxuriance and vigor-
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ous growth of the coffee bushes here, and by the 
absonee of any yellow trees. Some eoolie women were 
sizing eoffee by hand near the mill below. Mr. 
Robertson's house stands most pieturesquely on the 
last eoast ridge. A green lawn spreads in front. 
Beyond that a dark wall of primeval bush arises, and 
immediately beyond, the shore being invisible here, 
rolls the glorious oeean, the erested waves being 
distinetly vh,ible from this point. 120 aeres 
of eoffee, in various stages of growth, spread around, 
and a erop of about 12 tons has been picked this year. 
Mr. Stanton, of Verulam, owns an estate in the 
neighbourhood, whieh I had not time to visit, where 
there are 70 aeres planted with eoffee. 

Estates almost toueh eaeh other here, and we are 
not long in reaehing the well-known pJantation of 
Messrs James and Douglas Girvan, in point of situation 
the most charming on the eoast. The approach to this 
SWPet spot is down a grassy drive along the ridge of 
a hill lending right up to the house. On one side lie the 
earlier eoffee fields, now guarded by breakwinds of 
mulberry as they once were by banana trees. On the 
other, and direetly in front of the residenee, falls tt 
verdant lawn, in whieh the old native trees have wisely 
been left standing. Around this spreads the planta­
tion. . In the foreground rise wild woodland hills, 
closed in on one side by the river as it enters the sea. 
A delieious bit of the sea is thus framed in like a 
vignette in view of the parlour windows. 

The Messrs. Girvan may be reekoned almost 
amongst our earliest eoffee planters, and mueh eredit 
do they deserve for the energy and enterprise, as well 
as for the exeellent taste they have displayed in the 
laying out and management of the estate. It is not 
al ways that one meets in a colony wi1 h pructieal evi­
denees of the latter quality. How often do we see a 
farmhouse stuck in some viewless and unwholesome 
hollow, while just behind a hill in eommand of a 
eharming lundseape and an airy situation, seems 
formed by nature for the site of a homestead. Happily 
on this coast fine sites nrc s0 eommon that a man ean 
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scarcely avoid pitching his tent where some pleasant 
prospect discloses itself. 

Of the 150 acres that are under coffee, 90 are in 
various stages of bearing. 18 tons had already been 
gathered when I was there, and there was yet a con­
siderable quantity to be harvested. Some want of 
labour is complained of here, Coolies are chiefly em­
ployed, and at the time of picking it is not always 
possible to command an adequate supply. The mill is 
probably the most' perfect establishment of the kind on 
the coast. In addition to the barbecues there are two 
substantial brick buildings. One, the old fabric, has 
been turned into a store. The other has not long been 
completed, It has three floors. In the basement 
story the pulping process is carried on. The parch­
ment coffee is stored on the uppermost floor, which 
consists of perforated zinc, the object being perfect 
ventilation. On the middle floor are the huller and 
winnower. The former is of cast iron. A steam engine 
of 7-horse power works the whole, and it is needless 
to say that a very large crop could be worked off by 
these appliances. Cleanliness and order prevail every­
where. Neatness and method, in fact, are remarkably 
characteristic of this estate. Such completeness of 
arrangement has not, of course, been obtained without 
a large outlay of capital ; but it is satisfctory to have 
such a substantial equivalent to show for money and 
energy expended ;-a result not in all cases observable. 

Parting with regret from my hospitable entertainers 
-Messrs. Douglas and Frank Girvan-I rode on. 
Not far from this estate, but nearer the mouth of the 
river, is an interesting sugar plantation belonging to 
Mr. C. Povall, who has a fine breadth of 200 acres 
under cane, which he works off at a steam mill. Al. 
though unable to diverge so far, I was told that some 
remarkable cane is to be seen here this season show-. ' mg extraordinary growth in a brief period. Close to 
th~ bridge _is Major Adams' residence,-a very con­
sp1cuo1:1s ob3c~! on the top of a steep rise. Mr. A.'s 
name 1s fam1har to most of my readers in connexion 
with the Victoria Mounted Rifles, whose commanding 

p 
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officer he was for many years. l~ew men know the 
country better than he docs. He looks back to 
a time when his house was the only habitation for 
miles; when thick bush clothed all these hills, and 
elephants were often hunted here. In his garden may 
be seen some of the oldest coffee trees in the country. 
They arc remarkable for their fruitfulness, as well as 
for their age. Eight of them are nineteen years old. 
Never pruned or interfered with-left to grow as they 
like-they present now quite a stately appearance, 
and are loaded with wood, with leaf~ and with cherry. 
In their case the growth of wood has not diminished the 
yield, as much as eight lbs. of clean coffee being often 
taken from one of them in the year. Snch exceptional 
results niust be due to exceptional causes. I saw 
nothing like it anywhere else. It is more than 
probable that in -old days, when this district was 
thickly populated by natives, there was a kraal here, 
and· that in some way or other the soil at this point 
became peculiarly enriched. It would be worth while 
to ascertain what the particular constituents of the 
soil really are, although it is almost certain that Hie 
debris of shellfish, and the consequent admixture of 
lime, are the quickening element3. 

On the other side of the road a new plantation, about 
120 acres in extent, has been formed by Mr. W. 
Campbell, unfortunately absent when I passed. About 
10 tons have been picked this year. The soil looks 
splendid, and the trees, young as they are, do justice 
to the soil. On all these estates fruit is superabundant 
and the golden spheres of the heavily-weighted orange 
trees gleam out from their dark foliage in every 
direction. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
BLACKBURN.-MR, SJ\rITH

1
S,-THE FOUNT.AlNR.r-SJ\!ALL 

PLANTERS,-],[R. TIUSSEY's AND MR. NEWBERRY
7
S. 

-:\fR. TURTON'S.-l\fR, TURNER'S.-MESSRS. SANER 

AND STEPHENSON'S,-OTTAW.A. 

A S:.\fALL brido-e spans the Great Umhlanga, which at 
this season is a ~ream of the puniest dimensions. A 
little further on it passes between dark and steep bluffs, 
and spreads into a lagoon, deep enough to make a boat 
eonstantly navigable, and to afford shelter to a select 
family of alligators which here have their abode. Just 
over the bridge the road enters the village of Blackv 
burn, represented by about half-a-dozen eottages and 
houses, the ehief of which is the store belonging to 
Messrs. Campbell & Co. I also notieed another store, 
a butehery, and a forge. Without traversing the vil­
lage, however, let us turn sharp to the left, and ride up 
a bridle path cut out of the bush and steeply aseending 
for about a mile until we emerge on cleared and cultia 
vated ground, and find ourselves on au airy elevation 
three or four hundred feet above the sen, immediately 
below. Coffee and fruit trees surround us ; a cottage 
stands in front ; a substantial briek store is seen be­
hind. This is the estate and residence of Mr. G. S. 
Smith who, in honour of his services ns an officer in 
the Garibaldian legion, is better known by the prreno­
men " Garibaldi." 

• Knowing, as I did, that cotton as well as coffee had 
been sueeessfully grown here, and that the estate was 
one of the best managed on the eoast, I was prepared 
to be somewhat inquisitive in eliciting information from 
the proprietor. Mr. Smith's modesty, however, and 
aversion to discuss his own aehievements, forbade any 
undue cross-questioning,-and I must honestly confess 
that eonversation flowed so pleasantly :tlonO' other 
topics, that for the time being both my companion and 
myself forgot to '' tnlk coffee/' a.A we had been doing 
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all that day. Hence my inability to do full justice to 
Mr. Smith's performances as a planter. His planta­
tion consists of 110 acres, and the trees we inspected 
looked very luxuriant. The first were sown in 1864, 
and Mr. Smith told us that his experience so far gave 
5 cwt. as an average yield; but he is inclined to think 
that, w_ith improved treatment, a higher average may 
be attained. In clearing his ground he burns all the 
small branches, but leaves the trunks of the trees to 
rot upon and in the ground. He prefers double holing 
to planting mealies between rows, which arc 8 feet 
apart, and when he finds the bushes begin to suffer he 
thins them out. He does not approve of too early 
hoeing, as it tends to exhaust the soil. During the 
picking season 100 kafirs are employed, but the ordi­
nary gang is from 25 to 30-an average which agrees 
with that given by others. 

Mr. Smith uses one of Gavin's pulpers, and finds it 
work well. On the upper floor of his fabric we saw 
the bulk of about 15 tons of clean coffee, most of it 
having yet to be peeled. ll e, like other planters, spoke 
of the patchy character of the yield, some particular 
spots yielding so much more than others. For in­
stance, one year he got 15 tons off 20 acres of land­
a most exceptional return. This year he bas got [j 

cwt. per acre off the same land; but last year there 
was no return. I observe the same experience men­
tioned by planters else where; and the fact is important, 
as pointing to the danger and difficulty of generalising 
from special facts,-as has too often been done in this 
colony. Mr. Smith is a believer in cotton, and thinks 
it will do well in this colony. His experience justifies 
this opinion. From his verandah the eye sweeps over 
the whole of the country northward, and over the 
Eastern sea. Between this and the beach a forest of 
open trees intervenes, where game is as closely pre­
served as circumstances permit. Thus, we have sugar 
and coffee, the tokens of man's industry, everywhere 
present ; while in close proximity wild life and wi_l<l 
nature still hold reign. How long this contrast will 
be visible it is not hard to forccnst from the rviclcnees 
of recent progress. 
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Leaving our genial host all too hastily, we ride on 
to an adjoining estate, known as "the Fountains,'' an_d 
belonging to Messrs. H. & W. H. Savory, of this 
town. Here, too, we have a somewhat similar situa­
tion althouo-h the house has a more southerly exposure. 
Mr.' A. P.

0
Marillier has for many years resided here 

as manager. He has placed under cultivation about 130 
acres, from which about 30 to 35 tons have been gathered 
this year. The mill lies at some little distance down 
in a hollow. It is a compact and roomy edifice, with 
the usaal appliances for preparation. It would 
appear as if at such a height rains could do no damage, 
but during the last flood, the downpour was so heavy 
that masses of earth were scooped out, and a brick 
well was left standing like a chimney in solitary state. 
It is a notable fact that this coast ridge, well wooded 
and lying close to the sea, gets more rain than land 
lying just beyond. This advantage probably com­
pensates for the lighter nature of the soil, which re 4 

sembles that of the Berea. The number of hands 
employed here is about sixty. 

The road inland from The Fountains winds deviously 
through the bush, and passes several smaller planta­
tions. I have so far dealt chiefly with larger growers, 
but we shall find it no less interesting to inspect the 
more modest ventures of a less ambitious class. 
Throughout the whole of my trip T visited no places 
which pleased me more than those we are now ap• 
pro aching. 

It has often been said in the local prints, and main­
tained in the local legislature, that tropical agriculture 
is wholly unsuited to men of small means; that sugar 
and coffee planting can only be successfully carried 
on by the possessors of large capital. As regards 
sugar, instances to the contrary have already been 
given. Of coffee two are at hand. Proceeding cau­
tiously along a winding bushpath we at last come to a 
small thatched cottage of the primitive order so well 
known to us older colonists. A few pigs are grunting 
contentedly in a stye bard by. A cow is standing at her 
ease in a kraal. We tie our horses to a stake, and 
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go where we are bidden in search of the proprietor, 
Mr. Hussey. To do so we have to make our way 
through a small field of coffee, to a little brick shed of 
tiny proportions, just big enough to hold a £10 pulper, 
made by M'Neil and Singleton. Two naked kafirs are 
turning this machine, and, feeding it, too intent upon 
his work to notice us for a minute, stands the worthy 
object of our search. He evidently, like all good 
workmen, dislikes interruption, but when we get him 
fairly warmed up to conversation he proves a perfect 
mine of practical information, arid one most easily 
worked. I may fairly say, without any disrespect to 
others, that in a quarter of an hour's talk with Mr. 
Hussey, I got more insight into coff P,e planting than 
a dozen books would have given me. 

He is a twenty-year old settler to begin with-a 
fact which is at once a bond of union. He carte out 
with the rest of Byrne's immigrants in 1850. When 
be had bought this bit of land, 35 acres in extent, and 
put up a straw hut for his accommodation, he had five 
shillings left in his pocket, Hii; life had beeu spent 
in agriculture since he was 11 yeal's old. He knew 
no other kind of occupation; and be stoutly maintains 
that English cultivation is a guide to cultivation 
in Natal, and that high cultivation above all, in the 
case of sugar and c'offee, just as much as in the case 
of wheat and turnips, is the true key to success. 
Quality not quantity he says is what planters should 
go in for. It is better and more economical to pro­
duce less of a good article and sell it well, than to 
produce more of an inferior article and sell it at low 
prices. By using manure he believes you might get. 
as much coftee from 20 acres as many men would get 
from 50 acres. Coffee is not so particular about soil, 
as about shelter, and aspect. Those are the all im­
portant considerations in this colony. A morning 
aspect gives a late ripening as well as a large crop. 
The afternoon aspect imparts a deeper green to crops, 
and ripens earlier, owing, he thinks, to the circumw 
stance that H retains the morning dews longer on the 
laaves. In both cases he thinks tbc healthiness of the 

--· ... -
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plant is equa1. 'l1he cold and strong southerly winds 
he rell'ards as the great peril of the coffee tree in Natal. 
If y;u ean protect your plantn.tions sufficiently from 
these yon will, as already said, with a southerly ex­
posure have a larger thoug~ a later erop. T~e bulk 
of his erop can be gathered m two months, havrng two 
heavy and two light gatherings. 

Mr. Hussey has twenty aeres under eoffee, and he 
estimates the average return from the maiden crop at 
£12 per acre. Five aeres from which he pieks this 
year will return him £100. The eost of his rnaehinery 
is represented by the £10 pulper, with whieh lie can clean 
as much as 10 ewt. of eherry a day. His average yield is 
about 7 cwt. per aere, but he has got as much as 1500 
pounds from one aere ; this was from a particularly 
well-sheltered spot, From the same plantation at a 
point further uphill, n.nd therefore more exposed, he 
has not had one half that quantity. His oldest coffee 
trees are 7 years from the seedling. :Manure he eon­
siders to be both essential and remunerative. Root 
pruning is also another neeessary proeess. He thinks 
it well to cut the old wood freely away, and lo stint 
the tree in this respeet. There cannot be too mueh 
eleaning of the soil. ~1he sorting or '' sizing" of beans 
seems to him indispensable, and he has noticed that 
new wood bears smaller berries. 

These are Mr. Husscy's statements given in their un­
varnished integrity, and they need no eommcnt of 
mine. It will be seen that he is as firm a believer in 
eoffee planting here, us he is a living proof that small 
growers of humble pretentions can grow coffee to pay 
in this colony. lie assured us that he was perfectly 
satisfied with the colony, and believed that failure in the 
past was clue to bad cultivation and to local ignorance. 
People are only now beginning to eultivate, he said. 
Formerly they used to make a hole and stick a cane 
top in, leaving the rest to nature. Now, men see that 
they must plough and pulver.se the soil here as 
thoroughly as they do elsewhere. Mr. Fyles, a 
neighbour, has 37 aeres of eoffec, from whieh this year 
he has an average yield of 1000 lbs. per acre, from <?ld 
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trees which in previous years have not borne at all. Now 
his plantations are properly sheltered and better culti­
vated, and the result is seen in a heavier crop. Soil 
in Natal is not deep us a rule, though it may be pro­
ductive, and there is all the more need of careful 
tillage. 

Riding past other small farmsteads most snugly 
embedded in the primeval bush, let us pass on to 
another typical place of the same class. Mr. New­
berry came to Natal, as a lad, about the same period, 
and has grown up on the soil he so creditably repre­
sents. He has 17 acres of coffee, in beautiful condi­
tion and fine order. From seven acres he has obtained 
two tons, or 4000 lbs. of clean coffee. His farm 
altogether comprises 30-acres, a portion being cultivated 
with mealies. The wages of his regular native 
labourers amount to £25 per annum, but reckoning 
food, his yearly expenditure for labour reachs a total 
of £50. He spoke very forcibly of the patchy charac­
ter of the soil and alluded to an extraordinary yield 
he obtained from a few trees which proved to be 
planted at a spot where a quantity of mussel shells 
had been hurried by the former native residents of the 
locality. Here there was absolutely no outlay for 
machinery. Two kafirs were hard at work hulling the 
parchment coffee by beating it with logs of bushwood, 
the beans being first placed in an old sea-chest. This 
economical process, simple as it was, seemed quite 
effective. 

Here, therefore, are two instances of success in a 
small way achieved without capital, and with no other 
help than that afforded by native intelligence and un­
flinching industry. The old proverb that from nothing 
nothing can come is not verified here. To how many 
worthy and would-be industrious men at home would 
not the prospect of a compact little farmstead, clothed 
as these are, with luxuriant plantations of coffee 
shrubs, intersected by heavily bearing fruit trees, 
burdened with no debt, subject to no rent or other 
charges, and cultivated by means of labour so manage­
able and cheap, be a glimpse of a new, and almost 
utopian existence. Nor is it going too far to say that 
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to men of Mr. Husscy's character, prepared to deal 
with circumstances as they fincl them, and contented 
to work on year by year, bearing patiently the ill 
fruits of inexperienee, and not cliseouraged by occa­
sional disappointment, these coastlands of Natal do 
present a not uninviting nor a contracted field. 

There are a few other estates in this neighbourhood 
which it would be impossible to visit in detail. Mr. 
Lean has forty acres of coffee in fine bearing order. 
Mr. Turton has a large aereage of cotton which looked 
well as I rode past, as well as some coffee carnfully 
sheltered by dholl-an uncommon arrangement. 
Advancing up the valley we eome to the methodically 
arranged estate of Mr. Turner. That gentleman is one 
of N atal's older eolonists. Victoria County knows few 
longer European residents than he. A surveyor by 
profession, his plantation is planted with geometrieal 
exaetitude. The fields are all of the same dimensions ; 
they have each the same number of trees ; all the rows 
join eaeh other, and, though broken by breakwinds, 
form continuous lines; and thus, when viewed from a 
distanee, the estate looks just like a chessboard. Mr. 
Turner's books are kept with sueh precision, that he 
knows exactly what each field has eost, and what it 
retums, and he has a map whieh presents at a glanee 
the history and eondition of the whole. Although his 
trees are seven years old, and are loaded with wood, 
looking as luxuriant as it seems possible for such shrubs 
to look, they have not borne well, and the proprietor 
does not speak yet of any decided financial sueeess in 
this department of his enterprise. Of cotton eulture 
he speaks mueh more confidently. Fourteen aeres 
have yielded GOOO lbs. of clean cotton, and he looks 
upon 400lbs. as a fair yield, where cultivation is good, 
and other things ordinarily favourable. In a building 
bchincl, kafirs were busily ginning cotton, several bales 
being already paeked. Under the same roof were n 
kiln for drying maize and a silo for storing it, both 
very useful arrangements in an eeonomieal point of 
view. Not only is an adequate supply of food for the 
natives grown, but by thus preserving the grain, adrnn­
fage ran hr taken of nny exccptionnlly high prices, 
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.Mr. Tmncr also believes that hill rice will prove ri 

valuable resource npon the coast, and in time bcr.omo 
a large food staple. 

Descending once more into the valley we arc not 
long in passing the cotton fields and homestead of 
Messrs. Saner and Stephenson. These gentlemen we 4".., 
absent at the time and I am unable, therefore, to do 
adequate justice to their achievements as successful 
cotton growers. It is well known, however, that their 
experience bears highly favourable testimony to the 
remunerative character of the enterprise. At this point 
the valley of the Umhlanga spreads into a small un­
dulating plain surrounded by hills more or less culti-
vated. 

Mr. A. vVilkinson's wellknown estate, Ottawa, almost 
adjoins its neighbour, and its cane fields cover a large 
portion of the valley at this point. Nothing could be 
finer than some of the cane we passed. There are 
about 200 to 250 acres under cultivation and to crush 
this year. The mill, situated near the river, was in 
course of re-construction at the time, the enterprising 
proprietor having brought back with him from England 
a vacuum pan which will be the fourth erected in Natal. 
Close by is the distillery celebrnted throughout the 
colony for the fine quality of rum it has now for many 
years produced. Mr. Wilkinson is one of our pioneer 
distillers, and has machinery capable of a large out-
turn of spirits. Both coolies and kafirs are employed 
upon this estate which is probably one of the most 
systematically managed and successful in the country. 

Here we re-enter the main road once more, and shall 
henceforward follow the route most familiar to travel- --:-:t 
lers in Victoria country. To the right as we turn our 
faces towards Durban spread the wide plantations of 
Trena.nee and Sunderland. A small coolie village has 
lately been formed here. The little wigwam-like 
dens of these people, with their accompanying patches 
of garden ground, skirt the road and form ::t new social 
feature. A few fowls :im1 ::i. cnt semn to he part of 
the family circle in nll. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
SACCHARINE RILL .EST.A.TE.-C.A.PTA.IN Sl\IERDON'S.-1\IR. 

•" LISTER'S.- SPRINGV.A.LE. -llfR. EDl\IESTONE'S. -MR. 

HARRI80N'S.-MR. LOG.A.N'S.-.A.VOC.A.. -1\IR. J.A.CK­

SON's.-EFFINGH.A.l\I.-DR. EDIE'S.-]IR. CHICK'S. 

p ART of the Saeeharine Hill Estate may be seen from 
Ottawa,-eane-fields: eovering the top of a hill where, 
twelve years ago, no one would have thought for a 
moment of growing eane sueeessfully. In point of faet 
few loealities ean boast rieher soil, or show finer eane, 
than may be found here. Mr. Stephen Gee was the 
founder of this estate about fourteen years ago, and it 
is distinguished as being the first plantation at whieh 
the possibility of growing eane on the tops or upper 
slopes of hills was demonstrated. From the high 
density of the juiee the estate derived its name. It is 
now ehiefly in the hands of Mr. A. W. Evans, and for 
a year past has been ably managed by Mr. W. H. 
Peddie, one of our most experieneecl planters. Under 
that gentleman's superintendenee the area of the fields 
has widely extended so that not only has the little valley 
of dee-p rieh reel soil, skirting the road, been ploughed 
ancl feneed, but the land up the hill on the other side 
has also been elothed with what are now luxuriant 
plantations. There are 380 aeres altogether under 
eultivation here, and of these 180 are to erush; 120 
aeres are to be planted this year, and 80 ae:!:es are left 
to fallow. A new mill is being ereeted where erushing 
will begin about six weeks benee. Mr. Peddie is a 
believer in high eultivation; ploughs, re-ploughs, and 
sub-soils his fields; and sees the results of sueh treat­
ment in the quiek and strong growth of plant eane. 
Some of the fields on this estate have been fourteen 
years under eultivution, and begin to want the rest 
they are now getting. Under the new management the 
land is first ploughed as deeply as one of Gavin's largest 
iron ploughs eun go, is again followed in tho same fur­
rows by a plougl1 of i.imilnr :=,izo, is then ban-owed, and 
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afterwards planted with rape which in due time is 
ploughed in. During the past year the estate has been 
enclosed by a ditch and sod wall, and new dwelling 
houses erected for manager and workmen. A new mill 
house and engine are also being put up, one of Ho ward's 
new steam boilers for the saving of fuel being employed. 
There is also a still at work, and experience shows that 
this is a very useful accessory. A large piece of land 
adjoining the estate has lately been acquired, and will 
be brought under cultivation next season. 90 and 100 
coolies and Amatonga kafirs do the work of the planta­
tion ; and when we look at the length of solid fencing 
that has been done, and at the state of cultivation 
throughout the estate, to say nothing of other improve­
ments, one cannot but feel that thiz estate is likely, 
under such able management, to prove worthy of its 
name. 

Passing the humble little Saccharine Hotel, we can 
canter easily over "Smerdon's Fht," a level stretch of 
land sinking westward for a mile or two and fringed 
towards the east with bush. A fine free view of the 
country inland is obtained from this point, and many a 
time have I seen the tall cliffs of the Inanda mountains 
standing sharply against the morning sky, or bathed in 
the blue haze of evening. Towards the end of this 
little plain, spreads Captain Smerdon's sugar planta­
tion-one of the earliest in Victoria County, and still, I 
am glad to say, under the management of its pioneer 
p~oprietor. Some seventeen years ago, when the house 
was being erected, a grand elephant hunt took place 
here. A herd of these huge animals emerged from the 
bush behind and came close to the house, to the great 
excitement and discomposure of all then present. Now 
the advances of cultivation leave little chance of such 
wild encounters. The soil on this estate produces in 
many parts magnificent cane, and this year there are 
some splendid specimens of luxuriant growth. About 
400 acres are under cane, and of these about 170 will 
be to crush this year. If appearances are realised,­
and both here and at the Saccharine frost seldom does 
mischief,-a crop of 300 tons may be expected. The 
average yield per acre haR been 1-J-tons. Rero m: else-
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where certain patches will yield much more than others, 
but the general result is as stated. This estate is very 
economically managed as regards labour, eighty hands 
being employed in all, half being coolies and half 
kafirs. This fine estate is a mixture of bushland, rich 
open soil, and pasturage. 

For about two miles after passing Smerdon's Flat 
the road winds up and down through a wooded country, 
without any evidences of life or cultivation, except the 
former be represented, as it often is in the early morn­
ing, by a large tribe of monkeys who have their home 
here. After a sharp turn we come face to face with 
Mr. Li~ter's well-known estate-Red Hill. This is one 
of the very earliest coffee plantations in this county, 
and has long been scanned by the admiring eyes of all 
passers by. From the long residence on the brow of 
the hill lines of orange trees sphered with golden fruit 
radiate downward, while on a higher bill behind the 
same dark lines arc seen continued, with coffee planted 
between. Though slow-growing, oranges form a 
permanent and effectual breakwind. Whether they 
do not take too much out of the soil is another matter. 
In earlier years the proprietor made £300 a year from 
fruit alone here. Latterly the 70 acres which form the 
coffee plantation have naturally enough showed signs 
of exhaustion. .A.s kafir mealie gardens existed here 
before the first white resident pitched his tent on the 
spot, this circumstance is not surprising. Thirty years' 
cropping of different kinds, corn, fruit, and coffee, is 
enough to impoverish any soil, and Mr. Lister is a 
firm believer, as are all experienced planters, in the 
necessity of manure. Perhaps the heaviest crops of 
coffee per acre, ever picked in Natal came off this 
plantation in former years. More than half a ton has 
been averaged off a portion of the ground. During 
Mr. Lister's absence in Europe the plantation passed 
into other and inexperienced hands, and on his return 
ho found it less productive than it bad been. I have 
no. dou?t n~w that the experience. of th~ original pro­
prietor 1s bemg brought to bear actively m the resusci­
tation of the soil, and in improved cultivation that 
this beautiful estate will realise once more its' early 

a 
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reputation. In a valley behind the house Mr. Lister 
has convenient arrangements for hulling and preparing 
the coffee. 

Immediately adjoining Red Hill, is Springvale, 
formerly the property of Mr. W. H. Acutt, but now in 
the possession of Mr. Gooch. It was laid out by Mr. 
Brown, of Reit Vallei, and does infinite credit to his 
power of arrangement. He has found a worthy suc­
cessor in the present resident manager, Mr. Anderson, 
who kindly took us over the estate, which may be cited 
as being perhaps at this moment the prettiest and most 
compact plantation in the county. N otbing can exceed 
the luxuriant growth of the bushes, nor did my inex­
perienced eye perceive many of those blanks which are 
the vexation of the planter. All the available lands, 
150 acres, are under cultivation, and 100 are in bearing 
condition. The trees are planted with great regularity, 
and as the shape of the estate is long and somewhat 
narrow, you see the plantation to great advantage as it 
sweeps over the hill. Thirteen tons had already been 
picked, but many of the trees were still loaded with 
cheny, and if the crop should realise appearances there 
will be 25 tons to pick altogether. Mr. Anderson comes 
across the borer occasionally in different trees and cuts 
them down. He prefers the north-westerly aspect to 
others. Although so late in the year (July 29) when 
I was there, the trees were loaded still with cherry and 
were full of wood. This late ripening seems a peculi­
arity of the present season, and is due probably to the 
protracted rains. Evidences of winter could be seen in 
the withering effect of cold southerly winds,-the 
greatest enemy coffee has to fear in Natal. Coming as 
they do at the coldest season of the year, and at a time 
when the tree is exhausted by its growth of leaf, wood 
and berry, these gales leave their traces in l1rown and 
shrivelled leaves. 

The buildings and machinery hero are on a scale of 
much completeness. Each barbecue is separate and has 
a little storehouse of its own. The huller is of wood 
and iron and cleans effectually a ton a day. A supply 
of water for the pulping is obtained bya pump. Singular 
ca1:o is observed in the preparation of coffee for tho 



market. In the storehouse several women were at 
work sortinrr the beans, after they had gone through the 
sizer. Not bonly arc they sized, but all ~rrcgulariti~s 
are pi1)kcd out by hand afterwards. This process 1s 

called " garbling," and adds £3 per ton. to the cost of 
production. The beans are then packed m boxes hol~­
ing 200 lbs. each. These packages cost 6s. 6d. This 
mode of packing adds about £2 extra to the cost per 
ton, as compared with bags. It is supposed, however, 
that the improved condition in which the coffee reaches 
the market after all these processes compensates for the 
enhanced cost by better prices. Last year £72 per ton 
was realised for the crop. 

45 coolies, 11 women, and four or eight boys, with 
eight kafirs, form the labour supply. The former have 
been entirely fed with hill rice grown on the estate, 
planted between the rows of young coffee plants. This 
experiment has been most successful. From thirteen 
stalks, the product of thirteeu grains, Mr. Anderson 
picked 1 lb. of rice. .A.bout one ton and a quarter per 

·' acre was the yield, and the entire crop gathered was 
8¾ tons. Coffee trees more than three years olcl could 
not bear, however, this additional strain upon the soil, 
as they need. all its strength for bearing purposes. 
There is no difficulty in.growing this valuable crop, and 
the coolies prefer the rice thus gathcrecl to that imported, 
If our farmers in the midlands can but produce this 
crop, a valuable resource will be placed within thefr 
reach . 

.A.t the highest point of this estate a charming lawn 
has been levelled and prepared for the residence, whiJh 
I hope the proprietor will one day erect. This estate 
has been fortunate in having lately been under the 
general superintendence, as Mr. Gooch's agent, of Mr. 
F. W. B. Louch, who brings to bear both agricultural 
and commercial experience. 

Almost within a stone's throw of Springvale, and 
just opposite Mr. Lovatt's homely but very welcome 
half-way hostelry we reach an estate which is being 
formed under the auspices of Mr. J. D. Ballance nnd 
under the energetic management of his relative: Mr. 
Edmestone. 'rhis plantation is only two years old 



as yet, and the 50 acres of coffee are scarcely in bear­
ing condition, A more immediate return will be 
obtained from 50 acres planted with cotton. A few 
hundred yards further on, at the other side of the 
steep valley, spreads the flourishing coffee plantation 
of Mr. Harrison, the greater portion of which lies 
unseen from the main road on the slopes behind the 
last coast ridge. 

'fhis estate is interesting, as the work of a settler 
who came fresh from England without any previous 
agricultural training, or any specific knowledge of 
tropical conditions. Seven years ago Mr. Harrison 
pitched his tent here, prepared, with his family1 to battle 
manfully with all the difficulties and privations that are 
incidental to the colonist's career. He can point 
with just pride to the results of his laboms. Around 
and behind his house stretch 120 acres of coffee, more 
r less in bearing condition ; 20 more are to be planted, 
and then new operations will cease. Next year the 
olantation will be in full bearing order. 13 tons have 
been gathered already, and about three more are ex­
pected. 50 coolies and kafirs suffice to keep this 
estate in order; 30 alone being employed at this 
time in pruning, in the efficacy of which Mr. Harrison 
is a great believer. Some want of labour is already 
experienced here, and the difficulty on this point, since 
the coolies' engagements ran out, is sensibly increas­
ing. '' Free coolies," or those who are not hired for 
lengthened terms, are much less manageable and trnst• 
worthy than the assigned ones. 

Walking through the fields, although the season was 
late, I was impressed by the apparent vigour and 
healthiness of the trees. Mr. Harrison is much puzzled 
however, by a remarkable blight which here and there 
seems to fall on particular patches, causing the trees 
to wither away and die, although when cut down they 
grow again. There are no signs of any borer or 
other insect plague at work. "Is it lightning, or 
what is it?" the proprietor usks. • Can any one assign a 
cause for this nrbitrary effect of unknown agencies? 
Mr. Harrison considers that at fir~l too much of the 
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original bush was burnt. Now the large logs are left 
to rot in the ground, and stumping hu gone out of 
vogue. Tbe cost of clearing his first fields was £5 
an acre. Now he considers he could clear ground for 
coffee at £2 10a. an acre, He prefers orange trees 
for break wiud13, ns, though they grow slowly, they 
last well, and present a substantial barrier; nnd, lika 
othe1·s, he finds the north-westerly aspect beit. Hia 
soil is red, and strong as the vigour of his trees teati• 
fies. He considers that from 150 to 200 acres of 
coffee is as; much as any one man can succeasfully keep 
in order. 

The buildings are commodious and substantial. 
Formerly the parchment coffee was dried in zinc­
bottomed trays, of which 100 remain as evidence of 
tha, obsolete system. As they cost about ten shillings 
each, they are in reality more costly, and infinitely 
more troublesome than the tarred barbecues which now 
take their place. In the store the piles of coffee ready 
for market did one's eyes good. Mr. Harrieon sold hiil 
coffee early in the season for £50 a ton. He has &. 

good crop of mealies. The pulper is an imported one 
by Gordon. It performs a double operation, cutting 
the cherry before it passes to the grater, which by being 
pegged inside posseEses unusual strength. The large 
low tn.nks behind will hold 9000 lbs. of cherry. Mr. 
Harrison.uses stone hullers. Buying in town a pair of 
French millstones, which were difficult of sale, he re­
sold one for the price of the pair, and split the other 
in two, making o. pair of crushers out of it. As wood 
and iron hullers are usually employed it is worth 
noting that these stones do their work particularly 
well, and remove both parchment and silver-skin more 
effectually than the old-fashioned wooden wheels. 

From a hill behind the house the eye ranges over a 
wide stretch of cultivated land stretching as for as the 
old bush road to Verulam. To the right we see the 
Messrs, Logan's plantation of J 00 acres, all under 
cultivation; 25 to 30 being in bearing. From their 
hou,e n magnificent view of the sea, the Bluff, the 
anchoruge, and of the Inanda mountain, is obtained. 
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In the early morning when the dew yet bangs on the 
leaves, and the bush which closes overhead, is filled 
with the notes of birds, a ride along this rarely tra­
versed road is a true enjoyment. 

During the last flood a landslip occurred on Mr. 
Harrison's plantation, carrying bodily down to the 
main road about an acre of coffee. The gash made in 
the soil gives one it good idea of its depth. On the 
point of yield Mr. Harrison believes that 30 tons from 
I 00 acres is a fair average yield so far as Natal is con­
cerned. Coffee, he says, is the thing for any man who 
wants to make a home, and to follow a pleasant pursuit 
without any expectation of clearing a fortune. It re­
quires patience, and a rf'gular annual P.xpenditure of 
capital, until bearing fairly sets in. He has most 
successfuily cultivated hill rice, and found it made 
capital forage. As a resource for farmers in the mid­
lands he considers it of great importance, saying with 
much justice that coffee planters have enough to do 
with their own avocation, and can well enough afford 
to leave the growth of food-stuffs to their fellow-colo­
nists up-country. 

The estate of Avoca, so well known to all travellers 
in Victoria, almost adjoins the estate. It has passed 
through so many vicissitudes and managements that 
data derived from its experiences would be apt to mis­
lead. Mr. A. Cooley is now the active and enthusiastic 
manager. There is a large acreage under coffee, but the 
yield for reasons whi-ch it is needless to explain, and 
which have nothing to do with the soil and locality, 
both being unexceptionable, has not yet been sntisfac•• 
tory. There is reason both to hope and believe that 
the history of this beautiful estate will be brighter in 
the future than the pnst. 

"\Ve now cross the road, above which rises Mrs. 
Simons' house of call, gaze with interest on a modest 
religious edifice, where service is held weekly on the 
most catholic principle of unsectarianism, and wind up 
nod along the hill for about a mile until we reach 
Effingham, the coffee plantation of Messrs. Wheeler 
and Hnddon, and the residence for some yearR of the 
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latter gentleman. ,v e have here almost emerged from 
the more bushy coast belt and overlook the Umblanga 
Valley. There are 80 acre's planted with coffee, from 
which a crop of 5 tons bas been picked this year. Al­
though the trees in many parts, owing to their hav­
ing been planted in grass land, do not look so well as 
those in the more sheltered hollows, where a growth 
of bush had previously enriched the soil, Mr. Melliss, 
the intelligent manager, has every confidence that 
time only is wanted to develop the bearing capacities 
of these fields. It is not, he says, mere wood and early 
blossom, which indicate the permanent qualities of a 
plantation. Slow growth is usually the precursor of 
lasting vigour. We have seen how even rich bm1h­
land gets exhausted in a few years and trees cease to 
bear. It these more open lands are liberally treated 
with time and manure, it is believed by many ex­
perienced persons that they will prove in the long run 
satisfactorily productive. • 

Mr. Melliss has planted coffee in Ceylon, and can 
therefore compare notes with that island. After four 
years' experience here he bas formed a very favourable 
opinion of the capabilities of Natal as a coffee-produc­
ing country. Shelter from the cold winds of winter 
he regards as the chief requirement. The borer gives 
him no trouble. When he finds it in a tree he thrusts 
a pointed but flexible piece of wire up the passage 
made by the insect, until the intruder is pierced and 
destroyed. By this ingenious method he stops the 
mischief and saves the tree. He has also made very 
cheaply an original description of huller, formed of 
stone concrete, cast in a mould by himself. These 
crushers are three feet and a half in diameter, and do 
their work well. The pulper is down by the river 
side belo'_V, where the Little Umhlanga flows deeply 
and slul:{g1shly between banks of reeds. This machine 
is one of a_ novel ~ind, having instead of a grater a 
serrated dtsa wluch peels off the pulp with much 
rapidity and efficacy at the rate of 10 to 12 cwt, an 
hour. Mr. Melliss's ingenuity is here shown in an 
arrangement by which ''light" cherry, or cherry 
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which hns no bean inside it, 1s floated away from tho 
disc. 23 hands, of both_ races, are employed here. 
Broad roads nro also laid out, so as to render com­
munication with nil parts of the estate cosy nnd 
regular. It seems to me ti1ut true wisdom is shown 
in tliis,. as the roads if planted on either Eide afford 
brenkwinds which must so far cxhamt the soil as to 
render the loss of a row or two of coffee n matter of 
slight importance. 

As we look westward from Effingham townrds a. 
southern ediLion of "Mount Pisgnh," the eye resle 
on nr. Edie's plantation, beautifully situated on the 
heights overlooking Sea-cow LakE>. There nre 11ere 
about 30 acres under coffee. The lake receives the 
waters of the Little Umhlanga, and communicates by 
a rnedy swamp with the UmEeni. It lies ealmly 
amongst its hills, nnd one eannot but hope that the 
day when its aboriginal inhabitants-its family of 
hippopotami-srall cease to give n living interpreta­
tion of its name-may be far distant. 

By pursuing a winding Lushpath we are not long in 
arriving at Mr. Coleman's plantation, a promising estate 
of new creation. Our next stage, howevei·, is Mr. 
Jackson's, lying on the right h:md side of the road as 
we go towards Verulam. There is a splendid sweep 
of coffee land visible here; the rows running at right 
angles, unbroken by a road, in dark luxuriance. 120 
aeres of bushes in an advanced condition bear witness 
to the proprietor's energy and to the exeel Jenee of 
the bushland which has been reclaimed. Mr. Jack­
son has picked n erop of about 25 tons this year, 
and his store is crammed with coffee in various stages of 
readiness for the market. He uses one of Gavin's 
pulpers, and finds it work well. The huller is an 
imported one, turned by hand power, and diffei·ing 
remarkahly from the ordinary syste111. A horizontal 
stone below revolves against ao upper sphere of India 
rubber,-the whole nrrnngernent not taking up much 
more spnce than n common maiz:e mill. It does its 
work well nnd costs about £30. Near tlie store a 
large pile of rotting manure gnvo us evidence of Mr. 
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Jackson's conviction that the free use of manure muat 
be a leading article in the coffee planter's creed. He 
allows the drainage from the pulper lo run into this 
heap, and the result, though somewhat inodorous, is 
ful I of rich promise for the trees. 

I had here an opportunity of inspecting Mr. Jack­
son's little tea plantation-a small patch it may be­
but very encouraging as a proof that this shrub grows 
easily and luxuriantly on our soil. The leaves are 
regularly prepared and used with satisfaction by the 
consumers. It is interesting to find ten growing in the 
midst of coffee, and a sugar plantation within eye­
shot; while cows grazing below show that the only other 
requisite element is not wanting. Mr. Jackson is about 
erecting a new residence on a height behind, overlook­
ing the ocean, and therefore called Sea View. He is 
the lord of the manor hereabout, and owns a large 
tract of valuable land. The labour question he con­
siders a pressing one, being himself chiefly an em­
ployer of coolies. 

Just before we left I saw swaying about high above 
the coffee trees on the opposite hill-side a number of 
tall appenranccs, resembling the bare stems of trees, 
coming towards us. These proved to be ostriches, of 
which noble bird Mr. Jackson has a family of ten. 
They are quite lame, and came direct to their night's 
roost with wonderful rapidity. Easily fed nnd managed, 
they seem to thrive in our climate and are not useless 
as the consumers of weeds. Here was a bit of Savage 
Africa imported into our last pictu1e of Victoria county. 

And so we wind down this little valley again along 
the familiar road, until Mr. Chick's new mill-house, 
dispels a pleasant recollecLion of more primitive times. 
Beyond, above the steep flank of the escarpment, are 
seen Mr. Buttery's coffee fields, where pines are still 
allowed to grow unchecked between the rows. Rumour 
say5 that the proprietor has got a famous return from 
these same pine plants in past years, nnd therefore one 
need not wonder at the somewhat depressed aspect of 
the coffee trees. 

Immediately nbove the britlge rises n steep hill, on 
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the top of which l\Ir. Buttery resides. Here we have 
around us the results of labour expended through many 
years by a harcl-,rnrking and indomitable colonist. Mr. 
J3. has often been n Yictim hy flood, fields of arrowroot 
planted b3 him near the riYcrside ha Ying boon destroyed 
at different times by floods. Now, howcYer, most of 
his operations arc conducted on the hill side, whore he 
grows pines, coffee, arrowroot, and bananas. Re 
has, I belic--rn, at times made a respectable income from 
the first alone, the nearness of the railway to the Point, 
affording speeial facilities for shipment. But it is as 
an arrowi·oot grower that Mr. B. has been most success­
ful, and his well-earned prosperity is only another proof 
of what can be effected on the coastlands of this colony 
by persc,ering industry. I also owe apologies for not 
having noticed at the right place the flomishing estate 
of Mr. Godden, near :Mount Moreland. Here wt'\ have 
arrom:oot eulti,atcd on a scale of unusual magnitude. 
This worthy colonist possesses a farm of 1200 acres, 
not far from Mr. Blarney's sugar plantation. Last year 
he turned out a crop of from 20 to 30 tons of arrow­
root, manufactured by means of extensiYc steam ma­
chinery. I m1dcrstand that as high a yield of this 
commodity as a ton per acre has boon obtained. It is 
satisfactory to find that this staple still supplies a source 
of income to so many old colonists. Fourteen or fifteen 
years ago it was grown on all sides, to such an extent . 
that the prices obtainable at home ceased to rcmuner~ 
ate. Since then, however, prices ha,e impro,cd ; the 
farina is put to more mimcrons uses, and om· planters 
ha,e brought to boar in its preparation hotter appli­
ances, and greater knowledge. 

Immediately the Umgcni bridge is crossed, a road 
not long formed turns off along the foot of the hills 
towards the sea. A_ few houses, most pictmesquely 
situated, crown those heights, and from the windows 
a magnificent expanse of sea and land is soon. If. wo 
keep to the road it brings us at last to Prospect Rall, 
a sugar estate established many years ago by a pushing 
colonist-now, alas ! dcnd-:Mr. A. Gleig. It is now 
being worked for the proprio or:-; by )Ir. 'l'. -w. Lam­
port, formerly nrn1rngcr at )forcbnnk mid Reunion. Xo 



plantation lies so near to the sea as this. It sweeps up 
from the water's edge, almost to the crest of the littoral 
ridge in continuation of the Berea range, which skiTts 
the shore northward. From the outer anchorage this 
fair expanse of cane is a very prominent object. Tb.o 
extraordinary yield ob~ainecl from cane grown here 
proves beyond a doubt that these busb.y hills, with 
their light sanely loam, are well suited to sugar, and 
aheacly movements are in progress whereby at least one 
large sugar mill will be established at a point some 
miles further on. As there are thousands of idle acres, 
eove:i,:ed with nothing but bush, and tenanted only by 
bucks ·and monkeys, stretching to the northward, the 
scope tp.us opened out for the extension of sugar 
cultivation, witb.in easy reach of Dmban, is obviously 
eonsiclerable. 

Mr. "Lamport works this estate with great system. 
Last season the area of cane crushed was 68½ acres, 
from which• a crop of 81 tons was obtained. This 
season, up to the middle of February, 27 acres crushed 
have yielded 114 tons, a most exceptional average of 
more than three tons per acre. Such a yield from so 
large an extent of land, has proqably never elsewhere 
been equalled, nor could it have been looked for from 
other than virgin soil. There are still 21 acres to 
erush, but it is calculated they will be worth 70 tons. 

, Next season 78 acres of rattoons, and 58 acres of plant 
eane, in all 133 acres, are to crush. The crop is esti­
mated at 350 tons, but this, of comse, is subject to the 
usual contingencies. Most of the land is out of the 
reach of frost. The working staff consists of a mana­
ger, engineer, 33 coolies, and 45 lrnfirs. The crop for 
1872 will probably be the same as 1871. These re.turns 
are so exceptionably favourable, that although it would 
be unfair to withhold them, it would be no less unsafe 
to accept them as the basis of any generalisations 
regarding sugar planting in Natal. 

Once more tbe Timgeni flows before us, and the 
Beren. rises beyond; the locomotive is seen puffing on 
the other bank, and the toll bar stretches in frunl. ,re 
have at last reached the end of our journey throuah 
this beautiful and progressive county. Whatev~r 
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general conclusions I may have to draw from obser­
vations of tropical agriculture in Natnl will come more 
appropl'iately nfter the Southern Coastlaods have been 
inspected. Meanwhile let me remark that whatever 
vicissitudes its pioneer settlers have undergone, what­
ever disappointments they have borne, whatever losses 
they have sustained, no unprejudiced eye can scan the 
evidences of industrial enterprise in Victoria county, 
without being impressed by the vigour and intelligence 
of itl!I planters, and by the fair promise which their 
works afford of a prosperous future. 



THE SOUTHERN COASTLANDS. 
000 

WARD No. 2, COUNTY OF DURBANJ 

rBefore beginning this second series of '' Notes on the 
Colony" it is as well to explain that the district about 
to be described consists of Ward No. 2, Durban county, 
and the division of Alexandra. The mid-section of our 
coastlands, lying beyond the Berea, and including the 
districts of Clare, Sydenham, Cato Manor, Pinetown, 
and New Germany, forms the subject of a distinct 
series.] 

CHAPTER X. 
DESCRIBED 200 YEARS AGO-CLAIRMONT - COEDMORE­

NORTHB!.NK- WOODVILLE- MEREBANK- REUNION­

MR, ATKINSON'S - ISIPINGO - STATISTICS OF THE 

WA.RD. 

Nearly two hundred years ago the country lying 
somewhat to the southward of the port of Durban was 
thus described in quaint yet genial and hearty language, 
by certain mariners who were cast by shipwrnck on its 
shores. They say that '' there arc standing waters, 
but many rivers with plenty of fish ancl full of sea 
cows. There is no want of elephants, rhinoceroses, 
lions, tigers, and leopards. Many kinds of large and 
small centipedes, toads and frogs abound. Elands, 
harts, rcdhoks, together with crocodiles, arc numerous. 
Geese, ducks, pigeons, red and brown partridges, phea­
sants and pamvs or wild turkeys arc abundant, as also 
are crested cranes, many birds and all kinds of fish. 
The country is full of negroes who cultivate three sorts 
of corn, as also calabashes, pumpkins, water melons, 
and beans much resembling the European brown beans ;. 

n 
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lhey bOW annually a kind of earth 1rnt, and a nourioh­
ing kind of underground bean. Tobaeeo grows there 
wild, an<l if they knew how to manage it it would in 
all probability resemble in fla,our the Virginian. The 
true European fig grows wild, also a kind of grape 
which is a little sour though well-tasted-they arc best 
boiled. They have also a kind of tree not unlike the 
fatherland mccllar, and not unpleasant to eat. Wild 
prunes grow aJ:mndantly on the shore and are well­
tasted. There arc also wild cherries whieh arc very 
Bour, and a kind of apple which is not unpleasant eat­
ing if Tipc. The country is exceedingly fertile and full 
of cattle. If a grain of wheat is let fall on the top of 
the mountains, it will produee as much as if sown in 
the field." 

Before the time of Byrne's immigration the land thm1 
depicted had scarce a settler. A few of those immi­
grants, however, lost little time in settling upon or near 
what is now the Isipingo fiat. Its nearness to the port, 
its deep alhn-ial soil, its unbroken surface, its abund­
ance of water, made this little plain appear, of all other 
localities near Durban, the best fitted for agriculture. 
lt was here that, early in the fifties, the second sugar 
mill in thr colony ,,as erected, and it is here that still, 
in spite of :,,;cverc and unparalleled vicissitudes, broad 
fi.elus of sugar cane, and smoking sugar mills, testify 
to the goodness of the ~oil and the stubborn industry of 
its settlers. 

Between the hay of Natal and the Umtamnurn 
stretchc:,,; a coastline of 125 miles. The winding val­
leys of at least sixteen seaward-flowing rivers intcrscd 
this region, aml give to its contour :m c±traorclinary 
niriety of expression. But beauteous a111l bountiful 
though it rnuy be in aspect and in capability the num­
ber of European settlers living there docs not exceed at 
the most 1000 souli:;. This is all there is to show for 2{i 
vcars of British colonisation. Fairer secnes than abound 
here the eye cannot wish to look upon. Fewer cvidcnc(•:­
of man's indu~try and enterprise could scarcely be con­
eci~·cd. Ten years ago I traYersccl the same road, with 
the same objcet in Yicw, and found more inhabitant~ 
~ml more plantations. ··Hilh, that were then c:mc-rfoil 



arc now covered with wn.Ying weeds. Mill fabric~ that 
were then full of busy life nrc no,v empty ancl de~erted. 
On ~ome estates there has been substantinl and Yi~ible 
progress. On all that arc yet being cultirntcd t.herc is 
:t measure of improvement and contentedness that wero 
then unknown. The canses of this general stagnation, 
by the side of positive instances of ad·rnnccmcnt, w}ll, 
I hope, in part be made clear by tbc fo11owm~ 
paprrs :-

::;om.c years since the present writer thu:; recorded hi~ 
impressions on lca,ing Durban for the southward:-

" The road though flat is sandy. Long hill~, shaggy 
with tropical bush-growth, and enli,cnrd by the gar­
dens and c:ottagcs of suburban residents, :,kirt onr way. 
On the other side the m:mgron~ ,-,rnmp, which liiws 
the bay, hems us in." 'l'hm; :.is far us the Umbilo. 

·ward No. 2 of Durban conntv extends from tho 
river Umbilo. which is the horou.gh houndarv, to tlw 
Umkomazi. • It has the good forh~w to po,,!'ie~s a mo:-;t 
industrious and zealous :Fieldcornct in :Mr. R. H. ,Vill<'v, 
who for more than fifteen vcars has collected the stat{..,_ 
ties of the district and to· whom the public aro muclt 
indebted for 1mus1rnlly full nnd Px.plicit information rc·­
,.!;Ul'ding the progress of the county. Tu this rr:'lpcct both 
Alexandra and 'Nard :X o. 2 arc better off thun ccrtaiu 
other portions of the colony that might be named. 

'l'hcrc are in this tract of eount.ry 4 H square mile:;, 
r)l' 264,960 square miles of territory; of which natiYc lo­
cations and mission rcserycs alone ahsorb 360 square mi!Cf; 
or 230,400 acres. .All that private persons hold is 54 
.-;r1narc miles of land, or ~4,,1G0 acres. The significanc0 
of these tigures-and I beg particular attention to 
them-becomes apparent when I state that the kafir 
population numbers 12,420 ::;onls, and the white popu­
lation 536, but that while the former cultiYate only 
5277 acres of maize and 188 acres of cane, the latter 
cultivate 2888 acres of cane, 508 acres of coffee, und 
'.241 acres of garden ground. 'l'hc natives, therefoni, 
till only onr. acre in forty onc1 while the whites eulti­
.. atc one out of CYery nine :mcl n half arrcs, or m01·• 
r h:rn fom timrs as much. 
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As soon as we have crossed the little Umbilo by-. 
bridgewhichisfamousasone of the fewthatwithstoodthe 
flood of 1868, the eye is attracted by the banana gro-,es 
which sun-ound cottages on the hill to the right, and 
by the imposing skylight whieh erowns Mr. Crozier'1, 
beautiful residence at Clairmont. Glancing up the 
twin valleys of the Umbilo ancl the Umhlatuzan thr; 
country is seen spreading away in more open but still 
parklike slopes, inland. If we follow the road which 
turns off here, we shall first eome to Mr. Grainger's 
plantation, a perfect wilderness of luxuriant fruit trees, 
one of the earliest orchards in Natal, and probably the 
first orange grove in the eolony, when it was laid out 
by the late Mr. Dunn as Sea View. From this point 
an exquisite view of the bay, with its islands, its 
white-sailed boats, its over-shadowing Bluff, and the 
shipping beyond, is obtained. In the immediate fore­
ground the eye wanders over the bushy undulations of 
Clairmont to the hills beyoncl the Isipingo plain. A 
succession of snug-looking homesteads follows. Mr. 
Grainger has a healthy coffee plantation of 25 acre!. 

A mile or two on is Coedmore where Messrs. Stain­
bank's mills were opened last year. Here an 18 power 
water-wheel drives a corn-mill capable of crushing 
80 saeks a day, saw-mills, eoffee-pulper, bone-crusher, 
and eotton-gin. May the enterprising proprietors, who, 
in spite of their many losses by flood, have, neverthe­
less, 30 aeres of coffee in, find work enough for all 
these appliances. J nst beyond, on the brow of a pic­
turesque hill, stands the beautiful rusticated Church 
near the Home-mead, the vicarage of the Reverend 
Mr. Rolfe. Further on, at a yet higher elention, is 
:Bankhead, the sugar estate of Messrs. Bell and Morri­
son-of whom more anon. There are 100 acres under 
eane here, and 70 were crushed last year at a steam 
mill of 8-horse power. :Mr. Marshall nets as manager. 
Then we reach Northbank, Mr. North's plantation, 
where 7 8 aeres arc under cane, 60 aercs, crushed last 
year, having yielded 77 tons of sugar. 'l'he mill is 10-
hor.se power, and there are also 21 acres of eoffee on the 
estate. 

In the immediutr ueighbomhood i~ Bellair, well-
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known in former years as Mr. J. A. Ross's property, 
uo'\\ occupied by Messrs Hillary, who produce wonder­
ful fruitthere. 

At Snaresbrook, a most picturesque estate just be­
yond, Mr. Copley has 40 acres under coffee. This 

• plaee is familiarly known in connexfon with the name, 
of its orio-iual owner, Mr. W. H. Mulclieton, author of 
the Coffe: Manual, and one of our pioneer coffee plan­
ters. .Just over the river :Mr. ·Williamson has a coffee 
plantation of thirty acres. 

Further than this we cannot go now without outstep­
ping the ward. Suffice it to say that no part of the 
eoast presents so frequent a succession of pleasant 
views as this corner of the country. Ere many years 
are past the rousing locomotive, and the life-giving 
iron traek, shall pass through the centre of this dis­
trict, and gi,-e a new eharaeter to its prospects. In all 
probability it will be the most favoured resort of Dur­
ban people for suburban residences, as scarcely any 
qualification is wanting to fit it ror that purpose. 

But we return eoastward and pause at Clairmont, 
once the property of a gentleman of whose death we 
have but just heard, Mr. W. R. Thomson of Grahams­
town. It is a largo and beautiful estate, and the 
grounds around the spacious residence have long been 
famous as the best laid-out near Durban. Since the 
estate passed into Mr. George ·wood's hands-also of 
Grahamstown-Mr. Crozier has resided here, and mueh 
advancement in eultfration has been made under Mr. 
Archibald's able management. There are 70 aeres of 
coffee planted and looking well, and a erop of 14 tons 

• was picked last season. It is said that arrangements 
are in progress whereby this property will be made 
available for cultivation by small planters. Let us 
hope so. 

A grassy plaia dotted 1owards the bay ·with trees di­
,-ides the Clairmont hills from the Bluff range. On 
the ·wooded heip;hts opposite we see a line of homesteads 
scattered at ,\·ide distances anart. On the Lrow of 
Fynnland to the extreme left Messrs. Bowers and Shute 
have now 36 acres of cotton in fine condition. This point 
is interesting as being the residence of the lnte Mr. H. 
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F. Fynn, one of the original settlers of Natal forty 
years ago, long before either Dutch or English Govern­
ments were establis11Cl1. .Here, or about here, stood the 
fhst settlement of E1-1gfo,lnnen ever formed upon thcee 
shores, and here, according· to some, ought to have been 
placed the town. There arc two ranges of hills, one 
fronting the sea and the other the bay. The former is 
known as W cntworth, and is chiefly famed as a fayour­
itc locality for suburban residences, albeit the only 
two such tenements built there have fallen into drcay. 

A steep and winding bush-ride brings us to Y{ ood­
nllc, the coffee plantation estubfohcd by 1\Ir. M'Arthur. 
The mill-house is passed on the flat below. Stone hul­
lers here attract attention. They are formed out of an 
old mill-stone cut in twain-like Mr. Harrison's-and 
do their work better than wooden ones, and as well as 
iron ones. This is one of the largest as well as oldest 
estates on the coast. There arc 116 arrcs under crop, 
most of the trees being well-p;rown. Last year a erop 
of 20 tons was gathered. Judging from the heaYy 
yield of berry the crop was estimated at a much larger 
:figmc, but the proportion of "light" or beanlcss cherry 
was so great as to cheat these calculations. This is a 
common complaint among planters on the light red 
loam of which this estate consists, and seems to point 
to the absence of lime or some other constituent in the 
soil which artificial meanR must supply. It is more 
than probable that a pound spent in the right kind of 
enrichment wonld yield five pounds in the impro,cd 
crop. Reformation rather than renovation of the soil 
will be required. 

Mr. Willey's residence stands hidden amongst mag­
nificent orange trees elose by ·w oodville. Nr. Cuss's 
farm is also close by. This industrious old colonist last 
year produced a crop of 19 tons of arrowroot-a quan­
tity which consumers of that commodity will best esti­
mate. Mr. Cass has long been famed for his production 
of this article. Mr. Clarkson-another old scttlcr­
culti,atcs among other things 30 acres of coffee. Be­
yond this estate the hill sinks gradually to the Umlaas 
mouth. 

Merebank, Mr, E. P. Lamport's sugar plantation, liet-

< 
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nearest to Durbau of any in this direction and his mill 
Htuncls in the miclclle of the flat. Like all other estates 
on the plain it is liable to Yisitations from the three 
dreaded '' f's ''-frost, :flood, and fire. The floocl of 
18G8, aucl the frost of 18GU did terrible damage, and 
reduced the present season's crop almost to a minimum. 
1n consequence of the rapid gTo,,th of weeds and cane 
li.[r. Lamport deemed it ,nll tu stop crushing and put 
all his strength on the fields. 'l'herc are close upon 
•lOO acres under cane, the bulk being the " China" 

• rnriuty. Cultirntion is now bcinp; pu:::hed on the hills, 
ns free from liability to in,im') from frost or flood. 

Isipingo flat has now 1Jct•n under cultirntion for at 
least fourteen years and it -is not smprising that 
renovating processes have no\\· to be generally adopted. 
Mr. Lamport proposes when manuring, to assimilate 
the crude manure with n grc(•n crop of rape, ploughccl 
in as a follow crop. DrainngC' lrns nlso been largely 
resorted to and has scm:ibly rnocuficcl the climate. Did 
space permit I shoulcl like to say more regarding 1\Ir. 
L.'s interesting and painstaking ol'scrvations of atmos­
pheric conclitions. Re has c:::tnblisb eel and tabulated the 
,·e1T dcciclccl connexion between the thermometer and 
the· saccharometer, shcwing the necessity of obscrvinp; 
thu former whon determining the value of the juice 
from ib density. 

Thu mill at Merebauk present:-; one or two novelties 
not ol;~crvablc elsewhere. The juice after being pumped 
np from the rollers, passes into a receinr, where it 
:-;ubsitlcs and is seiYcd, lcaYing hching the grosser iru­
puritics before rca9hing the clarifi crs Here arc two 
"Bour" TJ::ll1S (hollow discs filled ·with steam), and two 
·' W ctzcl" pans. Mr. Lamport employs about 120 
labourer:-:, and could do with mon'. He is fortunate in 
haYin~ nu excellent sub-manager in Ur. Joel Lean. 
From his ho:::pitable residence on the hill n "icw of 
the whole flat, with the· .sea l cyoncl, is gained, with 
ma.sBiYc old trees in the forcgTound. 

Under :Mr. L.'s guidance l ride ou through continu­
ous cane fields to Reunion. Before rcachiu 0 • this large 
uncl important estate we cross tho U mlaas, 

0 

a shallow, 
sandy ~trenm, by means of nn excellent bridge, put up 

• 
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by and at the rxpcnse of' thr proprietors. Here Wl' 

hn.vc n remnrkn.blc instance of vriYatc rerws official ac 
tion. Thiii sanw 1-iYcr ,ms britlgcd higher up at a cost 
of about £1G00. 'l'hc Hood canw ancl swept everything· 
before it, not onl) the puhlic hri<lfre but a private one 
·which had been crcetcd here at ,t u t of about £350. 
Now the ford higher up is hridgc lcs:;, but thi'i new 
i:;tructurehns been crcetcd here, ·t : eost oflittlc more t:rnn 
£200. It ans·wcrs ever) purpo~c. Its rouchrny is only 
slightly raised abow the ordina1·,..-1cn·l of the strcnm 
and offers no obstruction to the rnrrent, so that should· 
a flood again take place the ,ntter would probably pass 
over the bridge and leave it nnin,imcd. 

Rc!mion represents three diff< n·nt Ci:itatp;;, thos(• 
owned when I was here in I8Gl hy )Ir. Babbs, )Ir. 

Smart, and Mr. R. King. The mill 1:;tands where that 
belonging to the ftrstnamcd gentle mnn stood ten years 
ago, but practically, it is altogether a new cstnblisb­
ment. Since :Mcssr;;. de Pa,,., and Co. became the 
owners of the property a large amount of capital has 
been expended in improYemcntf' Under the nst ex­
panse of iron roof w11ich coYcrs in the fabric two 
engines, and six cc·ntrifugals an' at work. The first 
is 25 horse power and drin's the mill, which is the 
original one imported by Mr. Jfabbs, the largest pro­
bably in the colon). The othC'r engine, which is a 
little larger, works the Yacm1m pun and eentrifugals. 
China cane is almost cxelusiYcly crushed on this estate, 
and to look at it "hen cut. one -would i:;trr that but a 
poor return would be got from suc.:h thin· and weedy­
looking material. Unattracti,c ns it looks, howe,er: 
this cane contnins an ample proportion of saccharine, 
as is proved by the fact that the averag-e yield this 
year is l¾ tons per acre. One was rernindc>d of i\Iauri­
tius, by the way the attendant nati,cs heaped the 
cane on the feeding boarcl, und by the broad stream of 
juice poming forth from the roller~. 

The ,acumn pan just erected 011 this estate has 
proYcd a success, nncl is nn aclclitional cYiclcncc that 
where operations arc conduetcd on a larg-c scale this 
appliance is economically indispensable. The pan hns 
been erected in n spacions b11ilcling, and is 8 feet 6 iu. 

' I 
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in diameter. It turns out two torn; at a strike, but 
could do three, and although it has a capacity equal 
to seven tons a clay, its average work is from three to 
four. Two batteries are employed to feed it with 
juice, and in addition there is a long row of eight 
huO'e iron tanks called "subsiclers" in which the juice 
is ~llowed rapidly to purify itself before going into 
the pan. A beautiful straw-coloured sugar was being 
produced whilst I was there, and the impression left 
on the mind was altogether in favolll' of the vacuum 
pan system, which produces a much finer and more 
marketable article with greater ease, simplicity, and 
speed. 

780 or 800 acres are under caue all round. 220 
labourers are employed. Although I heard of no 
immediate clamour for labolll', the future is regarded 
with some measure of disquietude, In sugar-planting 
there must be no relaxation of effort if the enterprise 
is to pay. The work of the mill and the work of the 
fields must all go on with equal certainty and efficiency 
if adequate retmns arc to be realised. The ordinar~ 
labour gang on this estate would be about 170 kafir:-: 
and 110 coolies. Though the ground consists of deep 
alluvial deposits, it cannot be worked continuously 
without exhaustion and guano is freely employed. 
Drainage, too, is more or less necessary. The crop 
this year is fully up to the estimate, being about 350 
tons. Like all its neighbours, Reunion suffered dis­
astrously from the flood of 1868 and the frost of 1869. 
The use of mules on this estate is a feature well 
worthy of notice. About 40 arc employed, and they 

.• arc found to be both efficient and economical. A 
traction engine forms a, part of the establishment, and 
now and then is mod, but in spite of India-rubbm· 
tyres to the wheels, it is found of little value. It is 
constantly sinking into some deep hole, in which the 
wheels go round without biting the ground. From 
what I heard here [ feel more than ever conYincod 
that these road engines arc 1urnuitcd for unmade, that 
is unmctallcd, roads. 

It is very cheering to visit au estate like Reunion 
where all the resources of mrchanical science. capital. 



and personal capacity hnYc been brought so largely tn 
bear in developing th0 w0alth of the soil. That· the 
natural conditions of the locality. as r0gards flood and 
frost present certain drn ,~hnekF< ic.: but too apparen1. 
Against these, howcycr, have to be recharged casP of 
cultivation, depth of soi], and contiguity to Durban. .,. 
The plantation is under the able managemeut of Mr. E. 
:Beater, who may well be congratulated in discharging 
so zealously the duties of so responsible a position. :Mr. 
Pillans, though the local rcpresentatin in town) I had 
the good fortune to meet on the occasion of my visit. 

I much regret that want of time prevented me from 
visiting more than one: other plantation in the locality. 
This was the estate belonging to }fr. Atkinson. Ten 
years ago when Yisiting this district, I referred to thiH 
gentleman as being one of the most thurough agricul­
turists in the colony. That c]rnracter he has subse­
<J.llently most fully sustained. nncl I was glad to find 
one of the "old standards" to whom Katal owed so 
much, still presiding over the rstatc. which so to speak 
his own energies ha Ye created, nrnl his own intelligence 
clirccted. )frequent disasters hnYe lly no means dis­
heartened, though they rnny have clisappointed hiru. 
Last year he had 110 lec.:s than ,:evcnty aeres entirely 
1,mittc11 bv frost. Kevorthcless he has about 105 nc-rc•,;; 
under can~, and has producc1l n erop at the rate of about 
1¼ tons per acre this scac.:on. Re spoke most strongl} 
about the wnnt of labour ; ~aid that a large supply wn:­
absolutely necessnry to the success of sugar planting: 
that without it the production of sugar must bC' mate­
rinlly diminished. Give labour, and sugar planting, he 
imys, must do-but the supply is not so large as it was. --s. 

He finds megass suffice for fuel, if properly applied, and 
has always taken good care to mnnure his soil. Upon 
the latter he lays great stress, nnd nnmed some re­
markable instances of fields that hnYe been restored hr 
:t timely application of 11rn11nre. 

Mr. '.Lnurenee Platt is another olcl :-rttlur in tbi:i 
ncicrhbourhood who still clings to his original locution. 
Tm~ years ngo l :'as the guest of hi,; hrothc1:, :i\fr. 
~itlney Platt, who, l am glad to hem\ now occupic~ :m 
~x<'r.llcnt position in t]w Unifod State'~. "..\lr. L. r1:itt 



has himself a plantation of 50 acres, but ho crushe::1 
also for :Mr. R. King, who cultivates cane on the hill. 

Opposite Mr. Atkinson's, but nearer tHe sea shore, 
with its back against a hill, is the estate established by 
the late ~Ir. Mack-a true pioneer-but now in the 
hands of Messrs. Muirhead & Co. There are here 300 
acres under cane, and up to the end of the year a crop 
of 170 tons had been produced. 44 kafirs and 60 are 
employed. Mr.J effol's plantation is skirted by the road, 
and is distinguished as being the first plantation erected 
in this direction. Here the second steam mill worked 
in this colony was erected by the enterprising fatller 
of the present proprietor. There are now about 80 
acres under cane. Mr. Quested, on the other side of 
the hill, has the advantage of hill-land for his planta­
tion, one of more recent growth. He has 190 acres 
cultivated, a substantial steam mill, and altogether a 
very economically worked estate, and one which 
promises to be a Yery successful one. Mr. John G. 
Mack has a small plantation near Mr. J effels, of about 
60 acres. Re got a good return this season from the 
cane reaped, and employs about 20 hands. Throughout 
t.hi::; valley it is impossible but to be struck by the 
economy of labour on the seYeral estates. 

Of the elder planters who were here ten years age, 
Mr. Smart, Mr. J effels, and Mr. Mack have been 
removed by death. Mr. 13abbs and Mr. S. Platt have 
left the colony. Mr. Priddlc has quitted the flat. Yr. 
Fayers and nir. King no longer work their mills. 
There are fewer mill::; at work-eight instead of eleven 
-but the breadth of land under cane is probably 
brreater, nnd there can be no comparison as regards 
improved knowledge both of cultivation and manufac­
ture. 

--



CHAPTER XL 

rH.E ISIPONGONDWE-A. SEA-llATHING EST.A.llLISIDIENT-TltE 

UMLA.SI LOCA.TION-AM.A.NZIMTOTE MISSION STATION­
ILLOVO-COOLIE FARMS-THE UMJWMA.NZI-UMOIBA.llA. 

SUGAR ESTATE-UMNINI'S AND COLLEGE RESERVES. 

The road winds 1·ound the detached hill, at whose 
foot Mr. J effels' mill stands, and for some distance is 
skirted by the thin reedy stalks of China cane, which 
are stopt by the banks of a broad and shallow stream 
flowing over a sandy bottom, ancl flanked on the other 
side by wooded hills. This is in eommon parlance the 
Umbogontwini, a singular e01TUption of Isipongondwe, 
the correct kafir designation. 

About half a mile down the stream enters the sea, a 
broad bit of whieh is framed in by sandy hills. On 
that small spmlike eone to the right, or rather just be­
hind, stood, three years ago, an unpretending little 
building where many a happy hour has been passed by 
unfashionable oeeupants. This small tenement wit­
nessed more true enjoyment than watering-plaees of 
greater fame. Among the breakers that burst ineess­
antly on the shore, and the roeks that line the beach, 
there was seope for unlimited fun of the best kind. 
Butourpresent road leads straight on, and winds through 
bush and rieh red sand, up a long hill the top of whieh 
seems ever to reeede. vVhen onee gained airy views 
of park-like seene_ry are obtained. No European evi­
denees are visible, but kafir kraals are seen here and 
there amongst the bush. From this onward the eountry 
is delightfully pieturesque, though depressingly blank. 
From the Isipongondwe to the Umkomanzi, a streteh of 
25 miles, the county is loeked up and blighted by a 
false but fatal philanthropy, whose intentions-benefi­
cent enough probably in the firnt instanee-have been 
sadly belied by the result. It is hard to say where now 
we are not upon reserved lands, so extensirn are these. 
The Amanzimtote Mission Station consists of 8619 
aeres ; the chief U mnini has 7977 aeres ; the College 
lands nt Illovo comprise 3000 aeres, and Ifumi has 8122 

.... 
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acre:;. When thc1io demands arc satisfied we shall pl'oh­
ably be told that the residue is native location-though 
where the natives are, or how those that are here man­
age to make use of even a tenth of the area 'twore 
hard indeed to say. 

No part of Natal attracts the eye more than this ill­
fated· district--thus doomed by insagacions statesman­
ship to lie blank and barren. To ride through it is to 
ride through a series of landscapes in whose adornment 
nature has left little for man to do. Formerly the road 
turned inland for a few miles and went through the 
Amanzimtote (American) Mission Station-one of the 
most successful centres of the kind in the colony-lying 
pleasantly in R basin. There is a roomy church here, 
and a sugar mill, interesting as the result of native in­
dustry. It ~ms bought, and is worked by natives, aml 
is iu itself a proof of what the people arc capablo un­
der proper training and supervision. Now, however, 
the ro,td keeps nearer the coast, so still traversing a 
breezier upland, we push on. 

The ~bnanzimtotc, a river of sweet waters, is a small 
stream running over boulders of stone and mostly hid­
den by trees and bushes. iirs. Jones keeps a clean 
little hostelry on the hill above. 

There being so little else to write about let me do 
justice to the rnmls, which are in capital condition anJ 
rcfleet grnat credit on tho::;c who have the repair and 
constnwtion of them. 'l'he amount of traffic on the 
road .in November last astonished me. ·'Nagon aftc•r 
wagon was passed iu unending succession, and one could 
not help wondering where the traffic munc from to em­
plo} so much tramport power. Some excellent cntting·s 
case the grallienfa at several point:-. A way, inland, 
level lines of pastoral co1mtry- are scen1 and, indeed, 
the district there is reckoned OHO of the best 0 Tazino· 

t, t'I 
grounds along the coast. 

}:vcni11g is clnn,·ing in us we ride gruchrnlly dowu to­
wards the Illovo-a pale-brown <p1il't; stream runnino· 
thrrmp;h lm·cl tracts of allm·ial 0 Tol111d which ouo·lrl 

• • b l t, 
to be elothccl ,nth t:-anc, m:-:toad of thl' frees and recclij 
that cover them. 1lr. l'rit:o lurn latch- established a 
friendly house of cull on this :::ido, whieh reminds u~ of 



the dear old days when a large and roomy kafir hnl, 
"·as as a pulnce to the weary way-farer, and, indeed, I 
haYc :,;lcpt in far more pretentious buildings with less 
comfort, and with less satisfaction to mind and body. 

The Illovo is seldom impassable, and there is no 
forry worth the name across it. On a hill-side beyond 
is a seedy-looking and not inviting tenement where 
entertainment may or may not be offered to man and 
beast. Hence we pass on up a broad cutting, now in 
course of being covered with shattered shale. 1'his 
escarpment is one of the widest and best pieces of •,rnrk 
of the kind in the colony, and is in itself a token of 
the zeal and ability displayed by Mr. Ballenden, whose 
practical services as an overseer of this kind of work 
will, I hope, have full recognition hereafter. 

The branch road we hm·e now to tri~verse, like other 
branch roads in this colony, is easily enough deciphered 
by those familiar with it, by no means so by strangers. 
It turns sharply round towards the sea, passes into a 
fat-looking valley where a few coolies hani lately leased • 
r-:mall plots of land, which they are cultiYating in their 
own unsystematic fashion, and where one or two white 
8ettlcrs are growing a little tobacco, fruit, and cotton, 
and then goes up and up again, only to descend once 
more. Some large kafir krnals, and corn-fields, tell us 
that ,,e are in the midst of Umnini's location. This 
old ehief is supposed to be the only aboriginal chief­
tain in Natal, and on the strength of that belief he 
has had set apart for and alienated to him, about 10,000 
acres of the best and most ,·aluable land in the colony. 
The fact of the matter is that Umnini is little more an 
abori O'inal chieftain, or his tribe an incligene of tlw 
soil than one ortwo other chiefs and tribes. His claim to 
bei~g considered native of the soildoernot probably extend 
beyond the beginning of the present century. Re reaps 
nevertheless the full benefit of aboriginality. His 
ornnt contains much excellent sugarland, mid this i~ 
1Iready in considerable request. The trustee1-, of hi~ 
estate have already let out a few leaseholds on term::: 
hiO'hly advantageous to the tribe. 'l'he old chief, how­
cv~r is anxious to be gone. Few us am the settler,.. 
rom:cl he feels cramped and uneasy, and it is understood 
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that he wouhl glaclly exchango his possessions for u 
lnrger extent of less ·rnlunblc lnnd further awny from 
tlw haunts of-sugar planters. His pcopl0 arc snicl to 
be opposed to the change, howcYcr, n111l for the yery 
reasons thnt mnkc him so anxiou;; to moYc. They like 
being near the p1antntions, where they can get abun­
clant supplies of treacle - the chief concomitant of 
shimiyana, that maddening be,crngc whi~h . the kafirs 
of ?fatal ha,e ,;o lately cYolved out of thou· mnc·r con­
ficiousncs,;. All well-wishers of the colony will pray 
that the chief',; dc:::ir0s may he realisefl, nud thnt thi~ 
Jinc tract of land -will b0 made arnilablc for reprnchrn­
ti,c purpo,;es. lf the nntiYcs would thernsdn,-: <'nlti­
Yatc soil capable of such things one would not be clis­
posed to caYil nt their occupation of it~ but it is 
clcplorablc in a county where ,;ngar lands are limited 
to sec ,;o much wealth-yielding territory lyjng wast<' 
:md idle. 

·w C just llHllHlg'C fo <iCS('('llcl i11to the valley of th~ 
Um,1imbazi and to cross that little· ,;frcarn. and thou to 
ride in the gloom past a mill-hon~<', and ·through long­
cancficl<ls, to a ]1ill-rrow11ing rnsiclence, before it i~ 
folly dark. This is Umgibabn or St. George's. tlw sHp;nr 
plantation of ~Jcssrs. H. & ,V. H. Sayor~. nn<l the r0,;i­
de110e of its mostcnpnhlomanagcr, nJ:r. ~forrison, towhos1· 
hospitable roof and house]1n1cl .I am indebted for a night's 
most pleasant lodgment. Originally t]1c c,;tntc waH 
formccl hy )lcssrs. Stafforcl and Fy,ic, but ,;inre it 0am~ 
into the prc,;cnt hands it has undergone such extensions, 
improycment:-, and additions, a<; to be scarcely recog­
nisable. Ten years af!;o it -wn,; not. 

The morning's sun discloses a pleasant prospect. 1'he 
house stancls on n .-,tccp hill overlooking a small rnllcy. 
through "Which the riYcr, ,Tidcr and deeper than where 
I 0rosscd, creeps nrookcclly. Dark bluffs, and cane-clad 
slopes overlook sonrn flat land and clivcrsify the picture. 
Few plantations are so near the sea as this, but the 
growth of cane is CJ.nick and vigorouic:. There are 500 
acres of cane, out of a total acreage of 800. The 
a,·crage yir]cl is over two tons per acre. The hio-heat 
yie1cl was that obtained from nine acres of plnnt 

0
cnne 

whi0h go\'<' fiv0 tons per flc>re. Another PXtrnordinnrily 
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larp;e return was obtained from 10 acres of rutoon cime, 
which ga,c an average of fom tons per acre. Last ,car 
350 tons were obtuinecl from 1 GO acrl'S of cane, "thi" 
year a crop of :jQQ tons is expected from 1100 acres. Thi• 
average of this season's crop up to the beg-inning of last 
November was 2¼ tom. It ought to lrnYe impro,·e<l 
since then. The clifficnlty so often cornpluinccl of tlJi,­
year, in making sugar-that is in getting the juice to 
crystallise-has been felt here. iO coolies and 80 
kafirs arc employed npon the ei;tatc. No particular 
pressure has yet been experienced, but thert few estates 
have so isolated a position in the centre of a natin! 
population. The mill is situated in the miclsi of a 
wide clear space, the co1n-cniencc of which is so obvious 
that it is oclcl all planters do not striYc to gi,c thcm­
sclYcs a like abundance of elbow room. The engine is 
nbout 1 /5-horsc power, and docs its work ,rnll. Tlu-ec 
wctzels arc employed ancl three ccntrifnp;als, dri,en by 
a smaller engine of 10-horsc power. The orclinary ca­
pacity of the mill is tlu-cc tons a day. but it is adapted 
to turn out fh·e tom; daily if need lw. At the end of 
the battery there is a <loublc tench, the only one of the 
kind I haw seen here, though they are common in the 
·west Irnlics. The arrangements for drying and seiYing 
the 1rngars-a ,cry important pnrt of the process in 11 

marketable point of Yiow-arc partic·nlarl)· complotP. 
But what struck me m; more remarkable u,cn than the 
completeness of the appliances was the perfect cleanli­
ness which prernilcd t.hronghont the fahric. Tn 11 

building at 0110 side is n still, at work for only three 
months yet, but already seen to lw an indispcnsahlP 
adjunct in the futnre. Although so m1l<'h bui-h ahonnd~ 
in the neighbourhood fncl is rcckonell a <lear ancl ~c.:arcr 
:uticle, being set down at £1 per ton, all things cou­
siclered. )Ir. j\forrison regards this as a most important 
item and one which planters will haw to take into 
their calculations more than tlwr hnn• done. He 1100:e­

not npprorn of lmming the hcg-:1ss 11hic.:h ought to bP 
rotted and go back into the soil, and the amount of 
labonr and ox-poWl'l' which are takPn up in rartin~ 
wood ought to be applied to tlw estate. 

Foi· tJ1r m;urn1,wr of thb ndmirnhl~·-r0111lnrtPcl r~tntr. 
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like all other succcssfol plunter::i, is a warm believor 
in the efficacy of thorough cultivation. Re would have 
his fields not only kept clean and loose, but would have 
the soil manured with every enriching material that 
may be within reach. The fruits of such treatment he 
has already seen in returns which. perhaps, are ex­
eccded b"° no other estate. Re has been fo11r years at 
work hc{·c. The yield given by rntoons is surprisingly 
favomnblc, three-year-old canc:'i having giYen an aver­
age of two tom. China cane is not in fa-vour, the 
yield bring poor. No field is suffered to exhaust itself, 
but after a certain period the ground is left to fal­
lo"·· 

It is suggestive to _find in l\Ir .. M. an auxocatc for 
central factories when properly situh.tccl and worked. 
He thinks it would be better for the mill-o\\ller to pay 
in cash so much for the f-Hg-m· 11rnclc or cane dcli-rnrecl 
rather than to share the p1~clnce and he believes that 
a larger sharl' of profit might ho left to the grower, 
withont any injury to the rnm1 al';icturer. 

Reli1ctantl~· lrn1Ying this sc,·lmlell hut interesting Cfl­

tatr, which has the spec.ial pec·uliarity of being a lease­
hold property, the Jnncl 1,ring rnntccl from Unmini's 
trustees, we ride along a fair bye-road through wood­
land sccncrr for some miles. still k,,cping on Umnini's 
tarnl. There arc mor0 lrnfu·s n•-;idcnt about here than 
a passing strm1grr might -i.mngirn', thl'ir kraals being 
crcctecl in fjnict Yallirs where tlt(•\· lrn,l lfrcs of un­
interrnptccl ras<'. ::'llr. f,hcpsto1w':--,. 1HUlll' has immcm:c 
influenee witl1 thr nntivc•s hcrenbont, who arc pro­
nounced to Le amcnahlc, rnongh when fairly treated. 

T • (' 'I'" ' ' • dl l ,cuYrng _•anon onnc::;seu :c; irH'n y 1011~0, perched 
011 a commmHling: hill to tlw right. wr soon reach the 
main roacl ngai11. .inrl hrgin to clcsecncl a rutting whirl1 
c•viclently lends into a deep rnlll'y. A tum of the road 
brings us into Yi0,, of n hit of Pnraclise. A narrow 
go~·gc~likc Y.tllc'}, walled in by high hills ::;tccpcr on 
tlus side than the other. cnclosef\ a deep ,cllow river 
which makes a s\vccping hcncl :it our feet ·around a cir~ 
cular tn)1guc rif l~nd .. '!'his ro11ndrd _elbo"· sloping 
gently rn-crward" 1s enhrcl~· con•t·ed with eancficlds, 
which rrc0p up t JH, hill hrhincl to ib, Yc1-y Allmmit The 
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mill-house stands in the ecntral tlut below, and we look 
dowu with u bird's eye upo11 the yellow stream, the 
crawling wagon, the nnt-liku figures of the labourers, 
and the scattered. buildings around. Fom where we 
arc the hill falls sheer down in a woody and. winding 
precipice which skirts 01w side of the 1frcr for a mile 
or more, almost, in fact, to the sea, a glimpse of which, 
and of the further estate of Canonby, we sec in the 
distance. The suddenness of this amphithcatric view, 
in which man's handiwork combines with nature, to 
animate nnd vary the picture is one of the pleasantest 
surprises possible. That still but rapid stream is the 
Umkomanzi and that compad rngar estate is Craigic 
:Burn. 

DIVISION OF ALEXANDRA. 

CHAPTER xn. 
CR.UGIE BURN, JIR. MCKENZIE, ITS FOUNDER-CANO!\'llY-;-

8OUTH DARROW AND ITS PROSPECTS-AMAHLONGW.A 

A...~D UMP.tMBINYONI. 

Crnigie Burn is one of the oldest and moi,;t successful 
estates in the colony. It's was the first sugar planta­
tion on this side of the Umkomanzi. Before its pro­
prietor, Mr. John M'Kenzic, himself a veteran colo­
nist, came here in 1855 and started operations, there 
were scarcely any scttlcrsin thcdistrict, cxccptoncortwo 
at the Umzinto. Before reaching this interesting- spot, 
however, we have to descend the face of the hill by a 
long escarpment. At the bottom, on a shelf of gTound 
carved out of the hillside, is Mrs. N clson's comfortable 
hostch·y, quite shut in by the lofty hills that rise on 
all hands. This is the centre of the ferry and the post 
office, and the fact of the latter being on the wrong 
side of the ri'vor is made the ground of what. to me 

• 
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somnod most reasonable eomplnint. .\ lnmclrcd yard::; 
fmthor down flows the riy01·, selc10111 passable with any 
comfort by horsemen. No st~n'mn runs more c~coply ~r 
treacherously than does the Lo-wer Umkomanz1 at th1::1 
point. Taking its rise in the Drakensberg, it flows 
throuo•h and is fed by a large tract of country. Some-
ti mes 

0

dmin0" fine weather it will suddonlv rise six or 0 • 

ten foot, almost level with its banks. Residents near 
it have learnt by obscrnition of the different colours of 
the water, to know whore the rains have foll011. It is 
sometimes yellow, and sometimes reddish, according as 
the rains have occurred about Richmond or further in­
land. An invariable token of flood is the appearance 
of branches of trees and snags, which arc borne along 
the stream. l,Vhcn once up it may not subside for 
months. Such a river, of course, presents great ob­
stacles to traffic. Tlll'ongh many months wagons have 
to be unladen, if not taken to pieces, at a cost of time, 
trouble, and money, which adds considerably to the ex­
pense of transport. A bridge is sadly nccdocl, and a 
bridge the inhabitants seem clctorminod to have. 1200 
tons of sugar already cross the river yearly, to say 
nothing of other traffic. A moclorato toll would yield 
£500 a year at least and more than pay interest on the 
cost of construction and maintenance, and engineers 
there say that the work might be clone cheaply and 
substantially. A largo portion of the trade ,,,ith 
Griqnalancl and Ponclalnncl crosses this ford, and the 
natiYos would probably contribute their quota to the 
revenue. Accidents arc constantlr occurring and one 
was recorded only the other clay. Even when the rh-er 
is low there arc holes nncl quicksumlK in its bod which 
may prove perilous pit-falls to the 1mwary. Hore, too, 
et few famous and Yoracious alligators have their hallllt, 
nncl from time to time give proof of their existence. 
One big old fellow in particular-a kind of patriarc~il 
apparently-is hclcl in m;pocinl a·wo by the inhabit­
antR. 

11he boat, or punt rather, takes ouo over quickly and 
pleasantly. It is safe and roomy, though the whole 
process of crossing is one which ,vould never be toler­
ntccl in any hut a poor ancl i'lpOri'lol)·•peoplecl land. Once 
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laurlcc1 we proceecl at once to ?ifr. G-. E. Robiuson, the 
lessee of Cmigic 13nm, and one of the most accomplished 
ugricultnri:;ts in Xatnl. He ]iycs within reach of the 
mill, and within ,icw of hi8 fields, whither we will 
under his gnillance proceed. T11is rstntc is famous for 
possessing onr of the very fc"· harts of nllunnl do- 4, 

posit to be found along the coa:-:L The rin'r, checked 
and turned aside in its comsc }Jy 1:lic rocky cliffs oppo-
site, has gradually, by the adiou uf sncccssin tloods, 
thrown up here in this brrnl about 225 acres of the 
richest soil ; so deep that a vrobe of 12 and 1 f> fret 
will not find its bottom, and so fertile that it has been 
cropped year after year for thil'krn :vcars. Some of the 
fields ha,e lately been fallowed, hut I saw patches of 
enormous eanc, planted so far back a~ 1858, growing 
with as much luxmiancc as though plant.eel only last 
year, ancl bearing stools of 1-1 und cwn 20 canes to 
each. Good as his soil is. howr•nr, )fr. llobin:-on is 
too good a cultivator to oxhuust or oYertask it. and he 
fertilises liberally, by putting· 1-hrre inehrs of mamm· 
mixed with a little salummonia or mnmonia into each 
hole. A very sli2J1t allownnce of rc,:t arnl l•nrirhmcut 
is needed, howeym·. for ,,il whH1 i:e; natnra11:, so pro-
lific. 

400 acres arc unclcr c11ltirnho11 lll'l'f', aml a l'l'0p of 
more than 300 torn: hns l1vrn :iln n<h· m:mnfocturccl. 
The mill is workc< l l ,y u 11owcrfnl. ])Cl'])Cmli f'.nlar C'll f!.jll r 
of 16 horse power. mHl i:i s11ppof'<•1 l to work off :3 tons 
a day. Last week's prOllnct-ion for ,-'>} lfop hml bceu 
17 tons. There is HO "till :1•i y,·t n1 m tlw ,,state and 
the manurc heap g·d:,; the lit•nefit. therrfore, of much 
that would otherwise lie htL'lH'rl i11t0 rum. The peC'uliar ~ 
riclmcss of the soil wns eYiclvmt'd iu a st.rong gascou~ 
exhalation which ":lf-; rnol'(' 1nmg-,,11t ]wre than at m1y 
other est.ate I have yj:,;itrcl. .:\fr. ltohinson :,;ucrrrcls i11 
getting a full return from l1is 1·,uwi-iclrls. lfr kindly 
O'a,c me from his rknrh~ kl't1f· book•: the followiug-intc·r-
b • ~ 

osting statistics :- . , 
In the season or yl'al' 1868-GH the 1mll wn:,; workmg 

160 days, and mad;, '.?-18 tons of :,;11gar, t]l(' proclucr of 
96 acres of plant can<'. 'l'ltis yir•lrl wns at the rate of 
!2 tons 12 cwt. nn ncrC'. 'l'hC' quantity of :--up;ar tumcrl 
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out per rlicm wns ;3;j.J ,·wt.. and per gnllon of juice 
1 t lbs. 

In tlw senso11 or :renr 1860-70 tlrn mill "·ork:C'tl 127 
'1,lYS nnd made 2~!) tons of sugar, being nt tlH' mto of 
ai cwt. per day. This year a gallon of jniec gan• 
1 i-loths of ::;ugar. The nren of r·:me c:mslwrl wns l2;i 
acres; of which 100 were rntoons. and :2,1 hill phlnt 
canes . 

.11r. Robinson considers that one-sixth of the land 
should always be out of cultirntion, or resting. This, 
of course, applies to his own soil, whether other land 
would bear fi.-ve years' cropping is a question which 
proprietors themselrns must determine. 120 coolies 
and kafirs arc employed on the estate. Last year there 
were 30 Basutos at work. A hospital is being put up 
for the use of sick labourers, and it i::; expected tlrnt 
this institution will prevent a goorl deal of sharn­
mmg. 

)[uch more than this .:\Ir. Robinson toltl me concern­
ing the conditiorn; of Crnigie Rurn in particular, nnd of 
sugar planting herf' in general. But I must lw,ten on, 
up the hill, steep aiul long. though trnn-rsed br n goO(l 
road. Two or three honsC's enliYcn the "'HJ", and at 
the top a building :-mrronndcd by laughing chil<lren be­
speaks the prcRence of a school. On tlw top of thf' 
high table landR that spread hereabout we find ~\fr. 
~[•Kenzie' R eyer hospitable resideuee, standing in tl1c• 
midst of a luxuriant gnrden, and comm:mding such 
Yiews as one seldom meets with c·,en here. ]khiml nll(l 
arournl the swelling ontliueR of this hilly lnnd; in front 
the roll of country Reaward, with its rifts of nlley, 
and its streaks of canefidd ; beyond thnt stretches north 
as far as the Bluff, all(l away south into obsmll'ity-, thl' 
,ague but foam-fleckt ocean. Here among the breeze:s 
)J . .r. )I 'Ken;1,ic has established his abo,lc. 'l'he greater 
part of our Routhem eoa1-;tLmcls may be swopt with a 
glance of the eye from hi:-; Yeraucloh, and though thc 

• changes ho has witncs~ea her<' may he frw hy rnm.: 
parison, they are, let m hope, lrnt :~u enrnest ·of the 
nltimat<• frnits tlrnt sha11 Hpring from hiR holrl all(l ron­
fiding cntcrpri:;;e. 

Althong-h ngrir11ltu l'e on 110 .!:!:rent srnlr i-- rnniocl on 
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in this neighbourhood except at the estates we am 110,\' 

visjting, there :.1rc a few other Hcttlq·s in the nc·igh­
bourhoocl. )fr. Parkin, of Hull rnlle~-, is a .-:cttl(•r 01' 

many years stancling. )[0::;srs. 'I'nmn anil Compton, m 
Ellingham, carry on a largo snltiug- and trading lrn~i-
ness. The former proccs.:; i:-; earric1<l on h~-moans of the! ... 
hydraulic principle, ancl thr rntcrpri:,;c is altogether an 
extensive ancl important one. I rcgrcttccl my innbility 
i.o visit their establishment. 

The upper roacl t.o CanonlJ,Y i:-; about a,; rough and bad 
a one as you will find on the coast. ] fan amateur engi­
neer wishes to stucly sharp 1·mTcs and f<tccp graclicnts] 
recommend him to the obscrrntion of this track. Bacl 
as it is, it is infinitely better than the path [ followed 
ten years ago, ancl it says much for the ente11)rise of 
the maker that with limitocl means he should lrnYc suc­
cecclcd in threncling the hilly llluzes of the countrj . 
Steep as th1· hillR arc they arc cnltirntcd to their Ycry 
sumlllit. The cstatcR of Cnnonby and Craigic Burn join 
1hcir broacl acrei::, ancl the whole side of the river on 
the south is skirtccl with t'ane. Canes arc planted at 
some poinfa, wheru one would think it scarcely _possible 
to get footho]cl, much lcs~ plant a hoe. The result, 
howcYcr, rewards the dfnrt, n;-; th0 yirltl from thci::e 
localities is rnmally goocl. _ \ t the bottom of a rnll £!_\ 
I notice a skilful piuc(• of 11rainnge-a process too 
little regarded in this ]and of ic;pring:s ,md running 
streallls. 

Reaching the 1-iYor edge again flw road follow:,; it:< 
windings as for a:- the mill-house, and a pleasant ride 
it is along that smoothly flowing and solllewhat majestic 
i-;trcam. The "fobricn stnndis conycnicnth· at one end ...u 
of a semi-circular little flat-another nook' of alluvial 
land formed in the CQ}lrRc of ages hy the rfrcr. Thifl 
flat is particularly fertile. The estate now runs dom1 
nlmoRt to the sea, an arrangement ha Ying recently been 
effected with Government hy which a large portion of • 
the commonagc l:rncl:-. of ~onth Barro" arc made 
available by the company fo which this propcrt)~ now 
belongs. 

The reader must understand that some )"l~ars ago Go, -
11rnment lnicl out on ritJ1cr Ricl0 of thf' month of tlH· 
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Umkomnu,,;i, a township, divided by the· stream into 
two sections, called respl'ctively North and South B_ar­
row. _\.t that time work:; were going on for the 1m­
provemcnt of the harbour and it w~s expected that a 
~mall seaport town would soon anse here. Several 
thousands were spent, however, in running out wattled 
piers near the entrance so .a:, to straighten the chall?-~l 
and direct the outflow of the stream, but the cns1s 
came, the works ,vere stopt, and no apparent effect has 
been procbrned. There is no reason to doubt, however, 
that were a proper trial made the mouth of this river 
would be easily accessible by small vessels. So far 
every attempt to establish a shipping trade has been an 
ultimate failure. The "Nataliu," a steamer of 90 
tons (now the "Congune"), when she came was found 
unfitted in a variety of ways for the work she had to 
u.o, though on two occasiqns she came inside. So also 
with the " Gnu" which was much more unsuited than 
her preclecessor for the service. The fact is that no fair 
trial with a proper vessel has been made. There are 
i;hallow flat-bottomed crafts made for plying along the 
Australian coast-boats of light draught with sliding 
keels-centre-boards in other words-which ought to 
rlo as well here as they do there. There are steamers 
of the same class made for uRc on the West coast. It 
only necclR that men of enterprise and honesty of pur­
pose, personally concerned in advancing· the good of the 
Jocalitv 'ihoulcl set their hands to the work to make the 
1\stabli°shmcnt of a harbour here a fact. 

(!m1011hy 110w euw,ists of GOO acres, of which 500 arc 
1111<lPr eultinttiou. 'l'wo tons per acre have often been 
11hhli1wrl here frorn particular fields. A good tlcal 
nf th1• l.md; ho,n,n~r 1 is now lying follow or at rest. 
Wl1eu l was last here, in 1861, Captain Max­
,, l'll, to whom the estate originally belonged. 
was just beginning to plant cane on the flat 
hclow. Now not only is the whole of that flat a dense 
mass of cane, lmt all the hills round have been cleared 
antl planted. The mill-house is a model of orderly 
anangement, tho whole prouess being.carried on und;r 
one opcu roof. In a comer on a raised gallery stands 
the ,acmun pan, tho first erected in the colon)r. One 
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lleve1: rn;1tlerst:111d5 medwnical proces:;es from written 
<lcscr~pt~ons and, therefore, I do not attempt any fnllcr 
descnpho:1 of the operation than to say that tho juice 
after leavmg the clarifiers passes into a largo eoppc:r 
sphere, where it is boiled "in rncuo" and comes out 
in a thick granulated stream ready at ouce ·when cool 
for the ccutrifng·al or tmbine. The mlrnntages of the 
plan arc that it is qnick, regular, and efficacious, that 
it 1n·cYents waste and undue production of molasses, 
and that it turns out a fine, large, an<l clear-grained 
,mgar. Upon this estate three "strikes" arc worked 
off a day, each being equal to abo1tt three-quarters of a 
ton of sugar. 

:i\Ir. Lewis Reynolds, the manager, and presiding 
genius of this estate, has a still also under his super­
,ision, an m\junet which he ,Yith others deems to be 
hut the complement of any efficiently worked estate. 
Stuff which else goes to waste is in this way tran:;­
formcd into a saleable commodit,. The still and the 
manure heap together are the tr1~c economisers of all 
the waste material about a sugar factory. Mr. R. 
never nllows neglect to fall upon the latter. Nor does 
he fail to trash in the fichls. ScYcrnl of them were 
being fallowed with dholl. 130 kafirs and GO coolies 
arc employed, and, owing to Mr. R's good name aml 
excellent management there is no lack of the former. 
~\_ happier aml more contented lot of follows I woukl 
not wish to f;Ce than the natiYcs employed at Cunonby. 
·when their day's work is o,cr they come singing and 
dancin°· back aml one c,enin°· while I was there the, 

~ ' b • 
continued dancing· as only light-hearted and contcntctl 
men could do. It is a signifieant circumstance that 
despite the extent of the property and the number of 
hands cmployecl, the magistrate i'5 senrcely cYcr ap-
pealed to. , 

Tt is satisfactory to know that an est.ate possessing so 
many natural mh-antap;e~, lun·inµ; so mnch·finc land, 
being so lll'tll' a future port of f;hipmcnt, i'\hould be in 
the ha11us of capitalists who art able to work it as it 
<lcseiTcs to be worked. Pity that the excellent bmh­
land across the riYcr conlcl not be tumctl to the same 
account.. It is sad to see such breadths of producti,e 
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soil lying blank and idle as thoug·h they were the sterit~ 
desert. Surely it is worth the attention of the Lieut. 
Governor to promote the cultivation 8:ncl occ~pation of 
these localities. ,v ould that a progressive pohcy, rather 
than a passiYe sufferance of things as they are, was the 
ruling principle of our Governor's career . 

There are other things to see at Canon by, as well as sugar 
and canefields. There are" the loveliest roses and one 
of the most carefully-tended gardens I have seen in 
Africa. The culture of the former are a hobby of Mr. 
Reynolds', and if all hobbies were as sueeessfully pur­
sued nothing could be said against them. To find many 
of the rarest favourites of the fashionable floriculturist 
·at home blooming luxuriantly under an African sun, 
and in the midst of scenery so delightful, is an unex­
,pected surprise. :Behind the house stretches a rose 
walk some hundreds of yards in length, and a blaze of 
pink. Pigeons, of fancy breeds, flutter about every• 
where. A. large vinery occupies a sheltered position to 1 

one side. I must be pardoned for mentioning these do­
mestic surroundings, but it is so refreshing in a new 
colony to find the home-making propensities of the 
Englishman manifested in good, practical and pleasant 
fashion, that the fact cannot be passed over. 

The country between Umkomanzi and Umzinto-a 
distance of ab~ut 15 miles-is very varied in its charac­
ter. The northern portion of it is high, and seemingly 
more pastoral than agricultural. Towards the sliore 
the ground slopes rapidly and is beautifully wooded. 
In the valley of the Umpambinyoni, which succeeds 
that of the Amahlongwa, there are two sugar estates 
neither of which I waR able on this occasion to visit. 
The firRt belongs to l\fr. C. R. Sinclair, who has for 
many years been sugar planting here on a moderate scale. 
The proprietor being absent at the time I reserved my 
visit until a future occasion, when the new machinery 
which is about to be erected will be at work. The 
e~tate is visible from the main road and occupies a most 
aclvantageous position. Near the mouth of the river, 
)fr. Landers, a typical colonist, has also planted sugar 
for many years. When I visited him ten years a0 ·o the 
mill was of the rudest description and worked by ox-

.«: 
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power. Now, however, a ::;team engine iii at work ancl 
capital :mgar is turned out'. )fr. Landers has abo~t 70 
·acres of cane in. He was one of those many colonists 
who have been ble::;t by no other capital save their owu 
industry and that of their stalwart familic:,. For like 
most of his neighboms he i::; the patriarch of a lar~e 
household. I was delighted to hear that i;;o much pro­
gress had been made on this plantation. 

More picturesque landscapes than those that are 
visible along this road cannot be desired. There i5 
first the valley of the Amahlongwa, a deep na1Tow 
gorge, where the river flows noisily over rocks, and 
under the shade of shaggy precipices. There is the 
yet more striking gorge of the Umpambinyoni, walled 
in on one side by cliffs of red sandstone at least 200 
feet higb, and shut in on the other by a woody moun ... 
tain almost as steep. Higher up there are the " Gate5 
of the Umpambinyoni," a yet more tremendous gorge, 
-from the summit of whose cliffs the eye sweeps over a 
bewildering expanse of country varied by uplands, 
mountains, precipices, ravines, gentle lawns, and sha­
dowy vales, darkened everywhere by the graver tints 
of bush or forest, and bounded eastward by the sea. 
Had we time to go coastward, the sylvan beauties of 
Park Rynie would spread before us. Here nature has 
'done a bit of hmdscupe gardening on her own account, 
and done it so perfectly as to be past impro,ement. 
Soft sward clothes the gentle heights: large out­
branching trees stand dotted about; here and tbere 
delicious little glades break the surface, or some rounded 
knoll tempts one to ::;tay and build, and at last the 
ground sinks down suddenly to the sea in a cliff clothed 
·with the waving plumes of the " wild banana." This 
i:a:, ns it deserves to be, the pleasure ground of the 
-district. 

., 

.l 
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CHAPTER Xlll. 
rn1ZIXTO-Cll.\XGJ•:s-:11rn. IlRA.NDER' S-TllE CHUJlCll-TJIE 

:'lrILL-UJl[UN'.l'O LODGE-IlEAe.H-l\IR. JOYI\I;:R'R-Mll 
., AIKEN'S-Mn. IlAZLEY's . 

.Before renching the Umzinto you ric1e a distance of 
fifteen miles and seo scnrce a house. All round you 
until lost in the clouds spreads n productive and health­
ful country, fair to the eye, generous under the plough, 
pleasant to e--r01-y sense. And yet \vith tlifficulty can 
you discern nny token of man's presence in the form 
either of white man's houRo or blaek man's hut. A 
considernble pnrt of the way you are riding through a 
mission reserve-the .A.mahlongwa-consisting of 7 500 
acres. A deserted mission house near the ro"ad, with 
the wind whistling through its broken windows, and 
the weeds fast covering its little garden, is the only 
sign of ci--rilisation on this estate. Here we l1rrve cine 
reason why the land nbont is so unpopulated. Forthe 
rest we must find it in the one incontestible but too 
significant fact that we are in Natal. ·where clRe would 
you find such a country, bordering the sea, within fifty 
miles of a port, lying thus bare and blankly under the 
sun? 

As we approach the U mzinto after ten years' absenee 
great changes are manifest. Formerly the mill was the 
centre of actiYity and attraction. Now it stands a 
monument of desolation and failure, with weeds cover­
ing the hills that were yocal with rustling cane-leaves 

I 1, a.nd growing unchecke(l up to the ,;·ery door. About ~ 
mile and a half on this side of the rin,r, howe,;-er, one 
<;ees many sig11s of impro,;-ement. Here a cluster of 
homesteads within gunshot of eaeh other gives one the 
impression of a township, although, I believe, no such 
settlement exists, even on paper. First we see the 
thick fruit trees surroundip.g the residence of Mr. John­
son, the oldest settler in the district. Then we come 
to our more immediate destination-Belle Mont-the 
domicile of 1\Ir. Brander, who well deserves the title of 
Father of the district, considering- how rnnny yrurn he 
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has been connected with it, and how closely he has 
ide~tified hi~self b7 various kindly offices and pro­
fessional serviees, with almost every household in the 
county. Re is not only Field Cornet-an offiee he dis­
charges with most painstaking assiduity-but he is the 
attorney and man-of-business-par excellence-for the 
whole of Alexandra proper. His hou~e has for·many 
years been the hospitable resort of all comers. Ju;t 
now its owner has to take refuge in his office, for the 
old dwelling has been razed, and a spacious two-storied 
mansion, planned and built mainly for the better ae­
commodation of visitors, is rising in its plaec. Long 
may Mr. and Mrs. Brander live and flourish in it. A 
small plantation of eo:ffee elothes the hill on whieh the 
house stands. 

Several other housei;i are seattered about, among 
others the Parsonage. For, on a hill opposite, stands 
one of the prettiest and most orthodox little ehurehes 
in Natal, fitted up internally with a most unusual dis­
play of eeclesiastieal taste. Illuminated texts adorn 
the walls, and Mr. Stoequeler's clever brush has em­
blazoned the windows. The Rev. J. Barker is still the 
pastor of the distriet. 

Not far from the Chureh, but a little way off the 
road, stands another publie edifiee, the Court house and 
gaol, sagaeiously plaeed on the top of an open hill, and 
easily eapable of defenee. This is a point whieh should 
always be observed in the ereetion of these neeessary 
evils. 1 Mr. W. J. D. Moodie suceeeded the ,eteran 
Mr. Fynn, as Magistrate of "Lower Umkomanzi," 
very many years ago. The eye is at onee attraeted by 
his noble mansion, situated a few minutes walk from 
the eourt house, on another rise. This spacious edifiee 
is built of grey stone, and is one of the most imposing­
looking µrivate dwellings in Natal. The conviet-labour 
of the district is said to have largely eontributed to its 
erection. If so, we have a rnmarkable instanee of 
what this labour is capable when properly directed. 
In these • distant magistracies the routine of 
official work is neeessarily much less severe thnn it if: 
elsewhere. On the day· I happened to be visiting the 
court house, in eompany with n fo116w-traYeller. who 
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had n. caso on, the court' did not open, or rathet· the 
magistrate did not arrive, until some time aft~r twclvo. 
Time must surely be of less value to pubhc officers 
than to planters, who can ill afford to dance attendance 
during the busiest hours of the day. 

The road in this particular neighbourhood would be 
,tll the better for a few repairs-a little drainage and a 
culvert or two, with perhaps some metal here. and 
there. In rainy weather it is both troublesome and 
treacherous. It brings you at last to Mr. Knox's sub­
stantial stores, where the weary traveller may also 
crave aecommodation without disappointment, if not 

· otherwise provided for. Here is the butchery of the 
district. The name of these enterprising brothers is 
quite a household one on the coast, where it is every­
where the badge of good provender for man's corporeal 
needs. 

On all sides rise the hills of the Umzinto Company's 
eelebrated but ill-fated estate. Jmit before coming to 
the mill the road passes the spacious stores of Messrs. 
Black, Baxter & Co., who have done much by their 
energy and enterprise to develop the trade of the dis­
trict, and who will, I hope, be more closely b01md up 
than they have been with the fortunes of the neigh­
bourhood, should certain pending negotiations come to 
a successful issue. 

The mill-house stands still, it is true, and in more 
senses than one. Its engine is motionless, and its interior 
is silent. I might write a chapter on the vieissitudcs 
of the Umzinto Company were this the plaee to do if. 
More than £40,000 has been sunk here, ~nd all there 
is to show therefor now, are yon weedy hills-the relics 
of abandoned plantations, yon lines of mulberry trees, 
this great fabric with its idle maehinery, and-9000 
acres of the best land in the colony. Seeing, however, 
that the company got tho last item for nothing, it can 
scarcely be cited per contra. In all probability the mis­
fortunes of this eompany have been due to the want of 
one central.controlling and practical will, dirocting tho 
affairs of the whole enterprise. Thore havo beon too 
many minds at work, and too 'much c::rperimentali.sing. 
The undertaking was Rtartcd, moreovQr, Rt a time whe!l 



sugar culture in Natal was scarcely understood, when 
much ·was being learnt and µnlearnt. Its operations 
were suspended when men on other estates, having 
mastered 'the kno.wledge and experience by which alone 
success is earned, were beginning to work on prosper­
ously. 

'I.I ·tliis estate should fortunately pass into the right 
hands· it can hardly fail to become one of the most 
prosperous enterprises in Natal. All planters who 
have visited concur in pronouncing it the best large 
tract of sugar land on the coast. It is peculiarly 
adapted by its hilly conformation for the Central Factory 
system, and se,·eral settlers in the noighbomhood haYe 
been deterred from moving elsewhere, and have been 
induced to struggle on, in the hope that nuder ener­
getic management the mill may once m0re be opened, 
and the surrounding lands made available for occupa­
tion and culture by colonial les::;ees. ·were this hope 
to be realised and the U mzinto Estate again to become 
a oontre of action, Alexandra would flomish as it de­
serves to do. 

Under Mr. :Brander's pilotage we now bend our steps 
coastward once more. Briclle-paths lead us deviously 
through a delightful country, a constant succession of 
hill and dale, where dewy flowers brighten everywhere 
the grass and woods. The air is keen, and the sky is 
blue ; all nature bespeaks herself N atalian. Home­
steads arc seen at wide intervals. Mr. Wylde Brown's 
residence, with its beautiful garden, occupies a lovely 
situation. We look in at an old settler's-Mr. Pigg's, 
another patriarch, who looks none the worse for twenty 
years of toil in this sequestered valley. Beyond his 
house we see the sea, and the Ifafa hills in the distance. 
So changed now are the aspects of the country that I 
can scarcely identify the locality as that where I shared 
ten years ago the hospitality of the late Mr. Arbuthnot. 
Since then what was bushland is now plantation. Both 
house and mill, too, have shifted their gTound, and now 
occupy higher and more central positions. 

Umzinto Lodge Estate' belongs to its creditors, un<l is 
now being worked chiefly for tho benefit of Messrs. 
Muirhead & Co. Mr. Boll, • its mnnngcr, is a thorough '.. . . 

.... 
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plnnter, and the estuto does honom· to his skill and care. 
300 acres are under cane, and he expects a crop of 350 
tons this year. From 138 acres of cane crushed last 
season he got a rctmn of 300 tons of sugar. Let this 
fact stand by itself, without comment, as a rebuke to 
all croakers. Not that sueh a yield can be expected 
always. Circumstances were specially favo1u·ablc, but 
the fact shows of what soil and climate and manage­
ment are capable. 

Mr. Bell rode with us over the plantation, and 
pointed out large tracts of land that were lying at rest. 
He manures with everything he ean lay his hands on, 
and leaYes the wood as far as possible to rot in the 
ground. The mill is compact and driven by an engine 
that has been at work for 11 years. "\V c were shown 
some splendid samples of large grain sugar made by 
the wetzcl. A superabundance of fuel was obsen·ed 
here. Everything about the place was exececlingly 
clean and orderly. Some of the ratoons were remark­
ably fine, while the plant cane showed extraordinary 
growth. Ten years ago the eane was confined chiefly 
to the flat, and the hill was not thought so much of ; 
now the latter is almost entirely depended on. If space 
permitted I could add much more eoneerning what Mr. 
Bell tolc.l us about his observations and experiences; and, 
in faet, if a man thinks of becoming a imgar planter the 
best thing he can do is to a-vail himself of the hospit­
ality of those who have preceded him in the pursuit. 
A. night's talk with sueh a man as Mr. Bell, and a ritle 
round his estate, are worth a dozen manuals. 

Leaving with rcgi·et this beautiful estate, we proccetl 
down a bush-path to the beach and ride thy-:;;hod OYC'l' 
the sand bar at the mouth of the river. 'l'he stream 
bc~ng thus dammed up forms a lagoon or small lake, 
lymg between protecting bluffs, deep enough to float a 
boat and large enough to make a ro,v upon it enjoy­
able. When the water within rises higher than the 
bar and flows oYer, the latter is scoured a:way, and the 
month is open for somo little time until the sand silts 
up again and the same proeuss is repcatPcl. °Vi7 e scramble 
through some tangled brushwood, frighten u huO'e 
~ana, scare one or two big bucks, -pass Mr. PC'nynp:to1./61 . 



and after riding thrnugh a park-liko country, emerge 
on to more open p;l'ound. Scnrccly any European resi­
dences are ,iRiblc exc-ept J[ r. Stone's mission houY'.le, 
stauding in 111agnifi.r·c11t isolation, the centre of another 
gigantic rcseI"Tc of i;iOO ar rcs. lying waste and desolate 
with hardly n mcalic garclcn to clothe it8 nakedness. ~·, 
Another mile or two brings us 1.o }fr. Jo,ncr's. 

This is another c:,;tatc whie;h rL presents· industry more 
than capital. :Mr .. Jo~ 11cr, after plying his calling for 
some little time in Dmban, went to the Isipingo and 
gradually formed a little sugar plantation there, using 
a small sugar mill, and working his way by slow but 
not unsatisfactory steps. Then came the ten:ible flood 
which ruined so many, him amongst them, aml which 
sent him back to Uurbnn there to resume his business, 
until opportunity indueed him to come down here, anrl 
begin again the tedious work of establishing a planta­
tion. Assisted by his intelligent and industrious som 
he has year by year laboured on, 1mtil now more than 
200 acres of sugar cane stretch round his house, and 11 

steam mill smokes mH1er his windows. 
J\Iany years ago the kirnl of soil around here, being 

grassy nnd open, ·was not deemed suitable for cane, hut 
experience has shown that it is little inferior to land 
of a more favourite description. Some remarkable in­
stances of large yield arc recorded by Mr. Joyner, and 
I give them not as the basis of a general average, but 
as proofa of fornurab]e cnltirntion tmder what were 
once deemed unpropitiou-; cfrcumstanccs. ·w c rode 
rouncl one field of 12 ncri•~ which has gin'n upwards 
of thrne tons per acre, anll "·rre :::hown another patch 
of less than fi,c acres whit:h had yielded 21 tons. This ➔ 
estate is liberally intersected by broad roads which are 
planted with an acacia fence-a plan which adds greatly 
to the picturesqueness of a plantation. Nor docs l\fr. 
Joyner neglect tree-planting. Although at this time 
he had a sufficiency of la l)onr he fears that a time of 
scarcity may be near. 

As evening is clraw·ing· on we haV"c to hurry off sooner 
than we wish to do, being clue to-night at Nil Despor­
anclum. The road on to the Ifafa traverses n more 
wE>ody country. Ero long it is skirted by R nent mul• 



117 

berry hedge, and coffee fields, beautifully clean and 
regular, co,er the hill-side. '.Vo dismount at a cottage 
embowered in flower;:, and fruit trees, and arc struck by 
the home-like aspect of t.he surroundings. This is 
"Mary,ille, the residence of 1[r. \ikcn and his sons, of 
whose hospitality we c::m but nvail ourselves in a fly­
ing fashion. Coffee nnd cotton arc the specialities on 
this clrn.rming little estate, and the painstaking way in 
which both arc cultirntccl woulrl do credit to an agri­
culturist in the old ctnmtrv. "\Ir. _\.ikcn, senior, is 
very partial to flowers, rig;htly deeming them the 
'' fairest of Goel' s inanimate works,'' and you find them 
blooming everywhere, filling the eye \Yith their bright 
forms and the nose with their s,vcct scents. The atten­
tion paid to fiowcr-gardcning- throughout this county, 
and the sucecss attending the pursuit, add a special 
pleasure to a trip in this direction ; and arc sure sigus 
that the cnrlier and sc,·ere:-;t strug·gle:- of the settlers 
arc ovcrpast. The coffee crop la,,t 7car in this lli:,;trict 
11as almo,:ct a failure, but tlw 11cxt or rather the present 
crop will, it is cx1)eeted. bl' more favonrnble. Con­
sidering how mnch c.·ccllcnt coffee m1d c:otton bnd 
there is undisposccl of, I am surpri:e;c!d that both these 
industries should haYc such small dcYclopmcnt here. 

The road hence soon dips oYcr a ridge and follows a 
cutting clown towards tht• lfafa. This river winds 
through one of the most striking vallics on the coast, 
the hills i:;kirting its tortuou::; course being very high 
and densely 11oodecl. Runnu1g swiftly o, er rocks and 
pebbles the strrarn seldom impedes traffic. "\Ve pass 
ib shingly bed in the gloaming and ride for a mile or 
more up a mulberry ::n-cnuc, oYcrlmng -with fruit-laden 
branchcf:, so borne down by luscious bcrric, that one is 
r·onstraincd to pick and cat. And so, fast ascending, 
we reach the summit of the hill mid pull up in front 
of n. roomy house, from whose vcnmdah the hcn.rty 
tones of an English voice giw. llf: genial greeting and 
kindly welcome. 
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CHAPTl~H, Xl \'. 

NIL DESPEltANDU!lf-S)IALL .:HILLS A.ND f:DCALL PLANTE!iB 

-IQUEEFA-BEK\'F.RSTOWE-NEW SETTLERS-GOLDEN 
VALLEY. 

The hearty English tones pro,ed to proeeed from a 
burly Englishman, one of the good old sehool, sueh a11 

we fear our sub-tropical sun is searce like to brePd­
Mr. John Bazley, a right hand man of George Stephenson 
in former years-famed colonially as the fearless de­
nouncer of " square men in round holes," We are at 
Nil Desperanclum. 

Mr. Bazley's function as the exposei of abuses ha'I 
made his name so familiar to the· readers of the Mercury 
that they will probably share my satisfaction at meet­
ing this stalwart correspondent in his own castle and 
under his own vine and fig tree. I had heard much of 
certain engineering achievements carried out solely by 
means of his own labour and that of his family. Of 
that family I had likewise heard much. Nor was I 
disappointed in regard to the magnitude of the one, or 
the pati·iarehal eharaeter of the other. Se,en grown­
up children, married arnl unmarried, range themsel ms 
regularly round the parental board, and take part in 
the common work of the estate. Eaeh has a distinct 
department of labour-in the mill, at the battery, in 
the workshop, in the fields, among the cattle-thus the 
whole work of the estate gets vigilantly supervised or 
efficiently done. I mention this arrangement thus often 
in these notes inasmuch as it represents a Yery marked 
feature in the social condition of our coast.lands, and 
proves that in Natal the Psalmist's ideal of hap1:iiness 
has practical utility as well as truth to commencl it. 

Though it is summer our host has a blazing firn alit 
on an open hearth-a enstom he keeps up more or les~ 
all through the year. "It looks homelike" ho says, 
half apologetically, but the glowing logs 5Cem well in 
keeping with his hem-ty nature. During the cheer­
ful hours passed .1,rouncl this hL•nrth 1 heur<l lll!lny 
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things, the result of long expcrienco and stubborn 
struggle, in the battlefield of life, the which it would 
well repay both my readers and myself, . could I repro­
duce again. 

Nil Desperandmn is one of the GOO acre farms granted 
here many years ago, at the time when the 3000 acrn 
!!!ants were so incliscriminately made up-country. Mr. 
Bazley has formed a sugar estate here in the teeth of 
o-reat financial difficulties, simply by dint of sheer hard 
;,ork, and frugal living, alone. 'l'he place is beauti­
fully situated. The plantation covers the best part of 
a rounded hill, almost insulated by the river which 
twists about so as to form a knot, only prevented by a 
narrow tongue of highland from being a perfect circle. 
Beyond the river and on all sides rise richly-wooded 
hills, and at the back of the house a short walk through 
cane-fields brings you to the edge of a tall cliff, over­
looking the river, whose stony heel ·winds at your feet 
amongst the tall precipices that here and there :flank 
it. Surely in few countries docs industry so expend itself 
under picturesque conditions as here. 

On a plantation which boasts labom rather than 
capital you do not look for m1y wide area of cultivated 
ground. There are 47 acres of cane to crush this sea­
son, 1G of which arc ratoons. 70 tom; had alrencly been 
manufactured and 30 more ,, ere confidently expected. 
Being anxious to collect statistics of yic.:ld I ascertained 
from :Mr. Bazley that in one field of 12 acres, 8 acre!! 
were totally killed off by frost ; the remaining four were 
not touchcu. From thif- fiehl 20 tons of sugar were 
obtained, being an aYcrugc of nbont 30 cwt. pc•r acre, 
including the yield obfajHed from the fro:-;ted cane. 
Another field of 14 ac1·t•s uf plant c:ane g,rrn 38 ton~ 
10 cwt. of sugar. :Mr. lla:dt·y al way.-; ploughs round, 
rather than HJJ or oYer, the hill a:-; he g·ots a bio·o•cr . ' '-" ~:, 
farrow, nnd cases the cattle thereby. Ho docs not be-
lieve purticulm:ly in fine r.;u]fo ation or cro:-;s-ploughing. 
\V ccds he con:-nder:-; follow a land a . ..; well as anythin,r 

b• 
and are nature's restorers of exhausted Sl,il. If you 
loosen the gTonml too much aroum1 the plant it blow~ 
down, aml lie belicvcii the loss from thi:-; cause to be 
gl'cater than many imagine. Good tops arc an essen­
tial to begin with. 
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Mr. Bazley is a strong advocate of sugar planting ru, 

a resource for poor men-proYiclecl they ean lease a ploi 
of good land· within u reasonable distance of a mill. 
Upon this plaee there liYes a man, shoemaker by trade, 
who eultivatecl 6 aeres of his landlonl's land with his 
own labour and that of three kafirs and a eoolie. The 
sugar yielded by the eane thus grown, when erushed 
at the mill here, left £38 to the gootl after all expenses 
had been paid. Re has another tenant who has 25 
acres ploughed, and who will get the tops he requires 
to plant from Mr. Bazley-who in his clay had to pay 
£5 for 2000 tops. 

He, by the way, strongly urges the importance of 
cutting the eanes low, and as close to the ground as 
possible, as the juiee in the lower portion of the eane 
is mueh more productive than that in the upper, and 
as the ratoons are much stronger and finer than where 
a stump is left.· This is but one of the many obser­
vations made by Mr. Bazley, who truly says that if 
you follow natme's guiclanee you can't go far wrong, 
for " Earth teaehes ber children lessons that are not 
wholly learnt in a lifetime." 

One is less interested in agricultural operations at 
Nil Desperanclum than in its exhibitions of mechanical 
ingenuity and enterprise. Mr. Bazlcy does not appro,e 
of steam being employed when water is at hand. Being 
possessed of a freely running stream he determined to 
make use of it as the motive power of his mill. Owing 
to the conformation of the ground it was not easy to 
do this without considerable eontrinnec and trouble. 
His own keen intelligence, however, soon planned out 
the way to utilise this power, and his own labour, with 
that of his sons, lost no time in carrying those plans 
into effeet. His mill is drinn by a waterwheel of 12 
horse power. The mill raee is more than half a mile 
in length, and the water below eseapes through a tun- .. 
nel about seventy yards in length, dug out of solid 
roek, and high enough for a man to pass through. 
Another mill is being ereetecl and another somewhat 
smaller tu:rwel has been bored at a point lower down 
the stream,' which here tumbles onr huge roeks and 
boulders, some of which. incredible as it st•cmcd_. are, 
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in times of- flood, carried long distances by the force of 
the raging stream. 

Kotwithstancliug the excellence of the water power, 
howcYcr, a steam engine of six horse power has to be 
employed for clrfring the centrifugals; a necessity 
whirh might, perhaps, now be aYoidecl by the 
use of the American speed-jack or multiplier of 
power. Another drawbackconneetecl with water power 
i:-; that the juice must be pumped or lifted up by a 
:3cpnratc process before it reaches the elarifiers. In this 
cnse the juicC' from the rollers foils into a well from 
which it is lifted by a dipper hauled to the upper 
floor hy means of a winch worked by two kafirs. Close 
to the· mill is a maize kiln and silo, heated by means 
of a comparatirnly small fnnrnec. 

Ilighcr up the hill we reach the workshop, where 
:Mr. James Bazley pro,cs himself to be a cunning arti­
ficer in eyery material, and where he turns a table 
pedestal, or forges a bowie knife, with equal aptitude 
and artistic skill. Here, too, I saw the diminutive 
"Samson" with its tcatray-like ernporator, of whieh 
it fa needless now to say more than that the successful 
trial of these .American productions, under decidedly 
unfarnmablc circumstances, renders sugar-planting 
practicable as a pursuit, by men of almost no capital 
whaternr. 

After taking a hearty lca,·e of our host and his 
famil~ we sfart on a trip across country, by a hilly 
bridlcpath, to ,isit the valley of the Iqueefa where 
some nl'w settlers ha,c, during the last two ycnrs, 
located thcmscl-es. The road goes straight onr the 
hilt-:, all(l at last reaches a high and breezy olc,ation, 
from which a :,.plendid landscape ii-Yi~ible. The ,alley 
of the Lqncefa lies at our fed. The high land about 
tl10 1.Tmt" nlumi, and the l)olcl square outline of Table 
rnountnin more particularly, stand out to the right ; 
the ri \ <'l' ·wincb brlow. 'l'he "hole scene is full of pie­
t111·,·sq11n hcanty. ·when riding along- the ridgf' a fierce 
wind nearly lJlows us off our hors0:-;, but the air at this 
hl·ig-ht is so keen and fresh tl1nt one pushes on Yigonr­
onsly, throng·h the tall wcecl;; nncl tan°-lcd herb­
age, now cli\·ing into the dark depths ;:,of woody 

L 
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gorges ; now creeping along the edge of a dizzy slope i 
now startling the clamorous dogs infesting, us usual, 
some native kraal, until the hill-top nanows, the 
ground falls off sharply on either side and a barrier 
stops the way. Restoring and passing this we ure 
sensible of being near some civilised abode. The path 
is well worn ; a well-groomed horse grazes at large in 
a fenced meadow. A little water-course crosses our 
path on its way from a bushy valley hard-bye, to where 
the ro~f of a house appears in front. Tired and cold 
we hurry on to the hospitable welcome that awaits ua 
at Bcevcrstowe-thc charming residence of Messrs. T. 
and J. Kirkman. . 

Our roadlcss track seems to have led us to Paradise, 
for to wet and weary men an English home, and an 
English greeting, amidst scenes as lo-vely as the eye 
could wish to rest on, is about as close a realisation of 
that " idea " as om materialistic beings can understand. 
And, in trnth, to the eye of a stranger the situation 
and surroundings of Bccverstowc seem to fall little 
short of perfection. It crowns the brow-but not 
the highest point-of a spm or shoulder projecting from 
the head of a valley through which an ever-flowing 
stream winds amidst bush and herbage. The valley 
stretches below; high bushy hills shut it in on either 
side; but in front it spreads out, and is broken by 
knolls and heights, until the ,icw is closed by the le,cl 
sweep of the uplands. 

Other homesteads may be seen crowning hills of 
lower attitude, thus humanising· the prospect. Behind 
the house, however, may be seen the gem of the valley, 
whern the Iqnccfa falls over a cliff of white rock to a .,. _ 
depth of, probably, two hundred feet, the gleam of the 
water contrasting beautifully with the dark foliagc~of 
the trees and shrubs that line the gorge above, and 
that cling to the rocks down which it tumbles. 

This " happy valley," for such in sooth it seems as 
scanned from Becvcrstowe, is one of the later settle­
ments of the colony. Government having land to grunt 
here, one after anothor about half a dozen settlers have 
chosen their allotments in, and transformed the aspect 
of, this f.leq1wste1·ecl b1lt most chal'ming vale. As no 



settler has been here louger than three years, ugricul­
ttll'al operations are not far aclrnneecl, but the progros5 
made in the eourse of this period-barely moro than 
two years-both here and at Rawksworth, is Yery 
marked. In both cases greater attention has been shown 
to the domestic surroundings of the homestead than is 
often exhibited, and I could not but feel how mueh 
better is the lot of immigrants to this colony in the 
year 1870 than it was in the year 1850. 

Although Mr. Kirkman's residence erowns the sum­
mit of a lofty knoll his acquaintanee with eivil engi­
neering has enabled him to bring to his door an ever­
running stream of pme water. This inrnluable adjunct 
is brought by a water course cut out of the hill side 
from a spring clisfant at least half a mile at the head 
of a bushy gorge behind the house. The labour ex­
pended is well rewarded by the result. While walking 
along the edge of this stream we skirt the young eoff ee 
plantation, whieh, together with corn and cotton, is to 
represent the industry of the place. There :seems no 
reason to doubt why any one of the t1uee e's 
should sueceed here. Below in a deep Yalley the little 
river has been already clammed up, and the foundations 
sunk for the water-mill that is to be at once ereeted. 
The proprietors let no grass grow under their feet, and 
the energy of their operations, clireetecl as it is by in­
telligence and edueation, augurs well for the future. I 
would that a vigorous colonising policy could plant 
innumerable Beeverstowes, adorned with like domestic 
eharms and graces, throughout the wide spaces of our 
unpeopled eountry. 

Hawksworth adjoins Beeverstowe, and its house 
crowns a lower knoll. This also in its way is a typieal 
place, being an evidence of what ean be accomplished 
by the energy and industry of three intelligent English 
youths, bringing with them the will to work, and the 
capacity to direct their efforts. Nearly three years ago 
the Messrs. Hawksworth arrived. At that time no 
settlers occupied the valley, and their prospects were 
<lamp_ed rathe_r than eheerecl by the prognostics of older 
eolorusts. Gmclecl and helped, however, by Mr. Brander 
and other friendly neighbours, these lads, fo1· they were 



little more, set manfully to work, built a house, en­
closed land, and formed what is HO\\' a comfortable 
homestead, where bvo years later they were nble to 
receive their father. Flowrring plants bloom in front 
of the house. A brick knw1 ancl cattle shcc.1 has hcen 
built in the valley. In a well-fitted workshcd our host 
is found experimenting on the different kinds of natiYc 
wood with which the bush aboumL. :Fruit tree::; of 
vigorous growth flourish behind. Below, land is boiug 
ploughed and planted with corn and cotton. Rrre, as 
throughout the Yalley, we heard doubts expressed as to 
the sufficiency ancl permanency of the natiYc labour 
supply. If success, imlcccl, is to be commanded by 
steady ancl persevering application then Rawksworth 
ought to flourish. 

On a lower slope of the hill opposirn, o,-cr:=:harlo,rncl 
by the shaggy height, :i\Ir. Dnvcy, another young 
settler, is building a house, and laying out his fields. 
-were it not for his profos::;ional scnicc::;, the distric4-
now would be de mid of any loe;al mcc.lical aid. ,V c 
learnt here that tooth-clra,rinp; isin great fa-rnuramongst 
the nati, cs, whose stoical inLliffcrcncc to surgical pain. 
is one of the peculiarities of their condition. 

A mile or two further on, along a winding road, 
where the unwanted sight is seen of a ro,1clsidc scat 
in alcoves cut out of the bush, stands )fr. ,V .. 
.Arbuthnot's residence. Ten years ago it was my good 
fortune to be hospitably entertained by this gentle­
man's late father, at his sugar csfatu near the sea. 
Since the subsequent death of Mr. Arbuthnot, scn., the 
family lrnrn renmrnd to this spot, where a household of 
patriarchal dimensions gathers ronnd a common board. 
Ml_,_ A. grows maize chief!} with a little coffo . A 
spacious garden, skirted hy a long Yinery, :::tretrhcs in 
front of the house. One is strangely rcminclccl of the 
rapid growth of things in a young colony, by the reflec­
tion that only ten years ago this neighbourhood 11as 
wholly unpeopled. l\Ir. ,v. Brown was the fin;t 
settler at Iquccfa. Ilis place-which was then in 
its infancy - \V ooclhousc Lea, is now in drnrgc of 
Mr. Palmer. The largest coffee plantation in the 
district may be seen here. 45 acres of coffee trees 
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in bearing aro ttll(kt· cultivation and look exceedingly 
W<.'11. . 

Before passing northwarcl once more let us glance at 
the country wo nro now turning our backs on. It is 
broken and hilly. Round tho sources of the Ifofa the 
land rises to a groat olo,ation, nml magniticout pros­
pects nro obtained. Further yet, over tho Umtwalumi, 
where Mr. ·wilder's American )lission Station flonrishos 
in the nlley, tho frowning crags of Table Mountain 
boldly front tho cast. -This is tho most imposing moun­
tain on our whole coastlamls. Nearer, howo,or, about 
six miles from where we stand, :mother now settlement 
has lately been formed, on the higher ground near the 
Ifafa. Here, amidst charming scenery, is the U mgibolo. 
I resor,e a ,isit to this interesting locality until another 
time when tho wcathC'r may bo more propitious, and 
when the settlers there shall have boon a longer time 
at work. l\Ir. Armstrong, C.E., whoso engineering 
experience is of ton found of practica 1 service in 
the district, is probably the earliest of those new 
colonists. • Messrs. Fitzgerald, ·wallaco, Woodward, 
and Gordon, arc his principal neighbours. 

From this point the country spreads in wider and 
grassier sweeps. Just in front an open va 11ey winds 
away amongst the hills. This is Golden Valley, and 
from the bod of that little stream all tho gold that·ha~ 
e,er been found in Natal was obtained by dint of patient 
and laborious washing. It is estimated that about one 
hundred diggers have worked hero during the last two 
years. About twenty ounces of go lcl, washed out of 
the dirt beneath the bed of the stream, was the IJro­
duct of their toil. Such a return was, of course, un­
rcmuncrativo. "Whore these particles of the preciou~ 
meta 1 came from has yot to be dotorminod. No aurifer­
ons roof has so for been disco,crod, although quartz 
outcroppings abound. It is the natural belief of most 
persons acquainted with the subject that a gold-bearing 
roof exists somewhere, but when or whore it will be 
found-who can toll? 

Hore must encl the descriptive portion of these 
Southern notes. Beyond the Ifafa tho mission stations 
9f Umtwalumi aml Umzumbe are the only settlements 
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o.f • importance. 'l'en yenrs ngo cotton wns grown nnu 
sugar eane eultivnted in this direction but both enter­
prises h:we been abandoned. 1 am giad to hear, how­
ever, that the natives at Mr. Wilder's station intend to 
grow sugar-cane largely, and to crush it by means of 
the . smnll Americnn mills. I nm also glad to bear 
testimony to the practicnl zenl with which irr. ·wilder 
promotes the industrial imp1:0Ycm011t, as well as the 
moral elevation of the natirns. 

Beyond the Umzinkuln we come to the County of 
Alfred, where Mr. H. C. Shepstone rules as magistrate, 
but beyond a few tra<;ting stations, there is no European 
enterprise requiring notice further south. 

DIVISION OF DURBAN. 

CHAPTER XV. 

FROM DURBAN TO PINETO-WN. 

THE YID·COASTLANDS - OVERPORT HOUSE - SYDENlI.UC­
CLARE SUGAR ESTATE - C.lTO MANOR -',VESTVILLE­

NEW GERMANY-l'INETOWN. 

Let us now start forth on the last of these coastland 
tours; the last that is until the advnnces of industry, 
and the increase of population, shall necessitate another 
visitation. 

These Notes have hitherto been confined to the 
Northern nnd Southern coastlands. There is, howe,er, 
a belt of coast country which can be said to belong to 
neither one nor the other, being·that portion of Dur­
ban Connty lying between the Umgeni and the Umbilo, 
and immediately behind the townlands of Durban. 
Though this district comes last in the order of descrip­
tion, it is by no means least in importance. 

The road which sepnrntes the borough from the 



127 

C'o1mty, fo11owing the waYy ridge of_ the Bcrea, le~cls 
th{' ±rttYcller near its uorthem cxtrenuty to n gate with 
k gabktl lodg0 near it, nucl an appearance of cultivated 
ground beyond, Ycry suggastivc altogether of a country 
residenre in some hilly district of old England. rass­
in°· this road aml keeping to a broad carriage-way, 
skirted by a coffee plantation on one side ancl by a pad­
clock on the other, we come to a spacious ancl elegant 
one-storied clwclling-housc, ·with an irregular roof 
broken bv many gables, finnkccl by a castcllatecl tower, 
ancl smT~undcd by a broad terrace. This is Ovcrport 
House, the residence of our olcl a11cl well-known fellow­
townsman, Mr. "\Yilliam Hartley, banker. 

Let us at once proceed to the mill-house, which 
is situated beyond the park railings. Here there is 
much to see and learn. Looking around we see seyenty 
acres of coffee, more or less in a bearing condition, and 
in due eoursc to be made up to one hundred acres. It 
mostly stretches down the western slopes of the hill, 
ancl has a northerly aspect. Mr. Hartley characterises 
the whole of the commanding knoll upon which his 
house is built, and up which his plantation extends, as 
a huge ant-heap, and in truth the luxuriant and heavily­
weighted aspect of some of his trees betoken a sort of 
special fertility. 

The mill works occupy a brick building which forms 
one end of a vast shed, roofed in with iron. From this 
roof Yast stores of water are collected in an open circu­
lar tank twelve feet deep, from which the boiler is fed. 
Such a rescrYoir would be a nursery of mosquitoes were 
it not for the imported fish that abide there. In the 
open space beneath the upper floor of the shed are 
stabled the cattle ancl the horses of the establishment, feel 
upon home-grown mealies which have been cooked with 
waste steam, Into this enclosure is carted the parchment 
ancl other debris of the mill, ancl the manure thus 
ercatecl is removed fortnightly into a series of capricious 
tanks, where the pulp is also carcfu11y prcserYecl, the 
whole being cleoclorizc<l ancl left to rot until such time as 
it may ?e wanted. lt seemed to me that this system, 
as carnccl out here, resulted in a grnat economy of 
waste material, ancl in a rcmarl~ablc absence of offe:Qsive 
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odours. '!'he llltllllll'O alone eontributl'd lJy Ll1l; co-\\ 
coYcrs the cost of tl1c,ir keep. . 

Passing upsiair:c;, we came at onee to the cnrfo,,•_ 
hou1,;c. At one side is a f>m.-ill apm-bi. nt with a floor ~f 
perforntetl tile.,, , ·m·mc•tl from lwlo\\", which aet-, m<J,:l 
efficiently as a kiln. Tito parchment eoffcl clriul hc:n· 
is at once ponrCtl into the huller. This i:-; a compac:t 
bo:s:ctl-in arrangement, 1·c, emlilrnfr. in ~hape, the onlin~ 
ary winnowing machine. .:\l') l'l'iH!er.-, arc mostly nwarc 
that hullinr;-or rcinoYing the p.1rd11ncnt-co,~1-iug of 
the bean-is clone by mcam of t\rn whc•els renJhing 
rouml a narrow trough-a slo" aml awkwarcl process 
-while the winnowing· is usually the ,vork of a blow­
ing marhinc. Here the whole operation was seen being 
clone by one machine, driven by a 4-horsc cngi.110 below, 
at the rate of two torn; 1rnr clay. Although the berries 
seemed to pour out as fast as they went in, they came 
out in a perfect condition, with but little sil,cr-skin 
left upon them-singularly little when it was consiclerecl 
that the beans were not in a dry state. 

Se,cntccn tons wore rea1Jccl last year, ancl a like 
crop will be yiclclccl this year, ten tons being al-
ready gatherecl. . 

It must not be omitted that the brick builcling; and 
all its appliances, were erected at a cost of £150. 
This is cxclusiYc of the shed. Few men, however, 
posc,ess }Ir. Hartlcy's aptitucle for economieal but 
effective arrangement. 

Ov011)ort Rouse is, perhaps, the most complete and 
elaborately finishCtl private resitlcnce in the colony. Its 
two reception rooms arc lined with polishecl ecdar, 
panelled ancl beaded with gold ; and lighted by tintecl 
glass ceilings, admitting a soft aml mellow light. In the 
centre of the house is a conservatory with a fountain 
playing under a glass dome. From this on one siclc 
opens out a hall fitted up as a billiard room, while at 
the further encl it terminates in a gothic hall, lit by a. 
larg·c ancl beautifully painted window, which once 
adorned an ancient manor house in England. Here 
stands a magnificent harmonium. All round the house 
stretch broad terraces aclornocl with Yases of flowering 
plants, ancl iu front plays a fountain, feel from water 
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tanks cnclosccl in an ornamental to,ver. .\.sc:ending by 
a windin 00 stair to the summit of the hall-tower, a mag­
nificent ,;cw, probably the finest on the Ticrca, is ob­
tained. From this point Dnrbrm wears a larger aspect 
than from more southerly points. ·within this wiclc­
spreacling prospect, the eye seems to rest upon <JYcry 
charm that a lanclscapc can possess, except snowy 
ll101111tains. There is the lakclike bay with its i::;lancls1 

the clarkly wooclccl hilt, bcyoncl; the foamy ocean, 
blncr almost than the skies above it; the jungly hill5 
in the forcgro1mcl. Bchincl, the Umgcni is seen wind­
ing amidst canc-fielcls, ancl the hills roll onward in the 
sunhazo to the west, until they cease with the preci­
pices of the Inancla. .A.s my companion said, Captain 
Lincllcy's eye lllust ha"\'"c been terribly jmmclicccl if ho 
could sec naught but an" ugly pnclcllc," ancl no beauty 
of wgctation or of scenery, in such a view as this . 

.A.bout a mile beyornl 0"\'"011)ort the ro::icl ,rincls pleas­
antly amongst a few cottages and houses, which collcc­
ti"\'"cly bear the name of ~yclcnham. This high anrl 
healthful locality-raised as it is above the clamp,; of 
lower levels-is a ftffomi.tc place of suburban residence. 
Mr. Louch is one of the longest residents here, an.cl ha:-; 
clone much for the social aucl intellectual weal of the 
locality. To his efforts, ably seconded by many other 
residents, the erection of The Hall, a building clcvotcd, 
with Catholic impartiality, to the religion::; ancl mental 
service of the ncighbourhoocl, is ehicfly clue. There, 
lectures and other entertainments arc often hclcl, ancl 
there clivcrs Christian chmches clispensc the offices of 
religion. 

In the vicinity of this village some of onr oldest ancl 
most persevering settlers still abide. 'fhc names of 
Spearman, Sparks, Kinsman, ancl Harycy, arc all asso­
ciated with this locality. Ticlow the hills sprcacl::; the 
"Springtlclcl flat," which shal'Cs, with Compensation 
nncl Isipingo, the hononr of being one of the carlic::;t 
ficlcls of sugar enterprise in the colon>. The old mill 
house, long abandoned, still stnnds, aml sugar cane still 
grows upon the nllnYial plain. :,:.;t,nmgc ,'ieissitudcs 
has this patch of rirnr-clcposit seen. Oats and cane; 
flood; oats ancl cane; arc symbols of its history. A 
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strangely Yariud rccol'd of up,r; and <lo,, n., oi :-,uc­
ccsscs and of stl'ngglcs, such as is the history of N" atal 
as a whole. 

Passing on wo come at last to Clare Estate-the pro­
pcl'ty of one of our vcrv oldest families-that of 
Clarence-whose store near· the spreading fig tree, hard 
bye the flagstaff of the present.North German Consulate, 
will be pleasantly romombcrcd hy all colonists of 
twenty year:;;' experience. Now we find-as elsewhere 
-father and sons all working ably together in the 
management of one of our largest plantations. 600 
acres of eane spread around. -When operations first 
began the lcYcl fiolcls near the river were chiefly c.:ulti­
-vatcd, but later experience, justifying the culti-rntion 
of the hills, has led to the coYering with canes of the 
slopes that shut in the valley. 

In the absence of Mr. Clal'cncc and his elder son 
Gcol'gc, I took a rapid Tide round the estate under the 
guidance of Mr. Ralph Clarence, jun. The plantation 
forms such a mixture of hill and dale that a cmsory 
glance docs not giYc one a fair iclr:a of its extent. Both 
near the river and on the hills the growth of the cane 
was very satisfactory. '.l'wo torn-; per acre arc quite an 
average yiohl hcl'c from fields of considerable size, and 
larger yields have been obtained from special blocks, 
but of these I say nothing. The land at the bottom 
being alluvial, and, therefore, specially rich, manuring 
has not yet been nttcmptcd on any large scale. Field~ 
were shown me still ratooning, that had been planted 
five and six yeal's ago, nnd that still bore cane of excel­
lent promise. 

Here, as elsewhere, the laboul' difficulty presses. 
There is not half the labour available for the estate 
that would be employed could it be found. Scarcely 
any Natal ka:firs were at work, although as a l'nlc the 
Messrs. Clarence arc popular masters amongst om· na­
tives. "Basntos" and coolies do the work of the 
plantation. The mill is situated in a wide open space, 
and though the mill has been fully eleven years in 
operation it does its work well. Like most other N utal 
plantations, however, the acreage has outgrown the 
manufacturing power of the muchincl'y. Common 
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hempen sacks nre usecl for packing sugar, instead of the 
double vucoa and gunny sacks ordinarily employed. It 
is needless to say that at a mill managed by the gentle­
mau who brou 0 ·ht over "the secret" from Mauritius, 
the quality of the sugar produced is excellent. There 
is no still on this estate, but the skimmings are boiled 
np again in a small battery which has proved one of 
the most profitable adjuncts to the mill. 

If we now return through Sydenham, and strike into 
the main road from thence to town, we shall keep along 
the back of the Bc·rca hill until the road to ).foritzburg· 
is reached. That is crossed; we pass some brick kilns, 
and still ride along the same valley until the mill house 
at Cato Manor brings us to a stand. As the name sig­
nifies, this plantation is connected with the pioneer 
settler of Durban, the man who suffered imprisonment 
for his position as a British subject, during the Dutch 
occupation, nnd who was rewarded for his fidelity by . 
the grant of this splendid farm. No man has been so 
continuously bound np with the history of Natal as 
:Mr. G. C. Cato, or has taken a more aetiYe part in its 
commercial matters. It is pleasant to find him so well 
represented here by hi:; son Mr. G. J. Cato, who has in 
the course of eleven or twelve years formed around 
him a plantation of fom hundred acres. 

The chief interest of this estate is centred in the 
mill, where a splendid high-pressure engine, made by 
:Messrs. M'Onie, is at work. It is a singular fact that 
no lime is used in the manufacture of sugar here, and 
yet a most admirable quality is produced. The boiler 
also possesses the charm of noYclty, being one of 

, Hownrd's compact new safety boilers. From what I 
saw and heard here, I cannot ·but feel that these boilers 
must in time be generally adopted. As the steam is 
generated in tubes-instead of the fire being thus dif­
fused, there is not only great economy of fuel effected 
by this system, but there is perfect safety from acci­
dent. The only damage which an explosion in one of 
thC' tubes could do would be that it w-oulll put the fire 
ont. ~'he system of conical pans for , the l'C<'('ption of 
sugar from the coolers haR also been in use hca·, llrain­
age being left to do what the centrifugals usually 
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do. The solid bloeks of brown sugar thus produeed 
meet with a eertain demand in the Cape eolony, but 
the proeess ean searcely compete with the concrctor or 
vueuum pan sugar.-,, and is not gonemlly made uso of. 

Hero, too, tho great Yn:mt is labour, and the fields 
had already suffered through the insufficiency of 
hands. 

'l'here is a marked pmrnlenee of iron in the soil 
hereabout, and traces of former nafrrn workings show 
that the metal was smeltecl here in old clays. ~ilr. (). ,J. 
Cato, who is a theoretical as ,Yell as 1m;ctical agricul­
turist, makes clue allo" ance for this peculiarity. I 1rn1y, 
perhaps, now be permitted to say, as this is the last 
sugar estate in tho colony we shall ha,e to visit, that 
in no industry so much as in sugar culture is it requisite 
to study the chemistry of the soil, arrd of the plant. 
Natal, moreover, is an extraordinarily J_wfohy land, and 
the conditions of estates are widely rnrious. "\Vithin 

• the circle of a mill or two you will, in some places, 
lrnYe chocolate soil, dark loam, and sand. This cfo·ernity 
of charaeter, combined with Yariations of climate, re­
quire all the attention and care that obsen·ation and 
experience can alike supply. 

Returning to the :Oiaritzburg roacl, the groat high­
way of the colony, we continue riding through Catch 
)fanor, 1rnssing one or two small farms on the way­
roun<l one of which cotton is blowing-a neat little 
hostelry at Rooi Koppies-un til we reach "\Y estville­
at l_}resent represented only by :Mr. Carpenter's well 
kept roadside. inn. II ere a not.ifieation of "tea gar­
dens," and sundry rustie seats under trees, remind one 
of suburban retreats in the old country. Aromul, Mr. 
Vamlorplank has lately laid out a township, which, as 
population gTOws in Dnrban, will probably be a fa,onr­
ite place of residence. Behind, on a near hill side, is 
seen th0 estate latterly occnpiocl by l\fr. H. Brooks, in 
fornwr times the abode of )fr. Braoker, and, I bclie,e, 
th0 i-1te of the first eotton eYcr g-rown in, and exported 
from Natal. 'l'his was twenty-tlm'e > ears ago; and it 
says little for Xatalinn ci1terprii-c', or rather it snys 
mueh conceruing-N atnlian struggles, that cot.ton should 
still remain, one of om minor exports. 
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l•'rom fois poiut we leave the main roacl, dive into 
the depths of the Pnlmiet ravine, and emerging, tra­
verse :New Germany. Tbis is one of the most interest­
in O' localities in Natal. Here, in 1848, came a party 
ol"'Hano,crian weavPrs, and other German emigrants of 
the poorest class. They were brought out under the 
auspices of Mr. J3ergthei1, plan_tcd on this large 6000 
acre farm, and here they have lived and laboured ever 
since. Ko colonists ha,·e worked harder, or led more 
frugal liveR than these pc~ple. The idea, at first, was 
to grow cotton, but that industry was abandoned, be­
c:urne when Byrne's emigration in 1849-50-51 set in, 
landing many thousands of food-consuming people at 
Durban, the sea port, only twelve miles off, a large 
dt>rnand at once arose for sweet potatoes and forage. 
For some years the Germans made a living-scanty it 
might be, but yet sufficiont for their wants-out of the 
growth of these commodities. Their own home-made 
carts took the produce of their own farms weekly into 
town, where their wives and daughters mostly disposed 
of it. Then came the lnnggickness, ancl the failure of 
crops, which reduced them to great straits. The farm 
they occupy is, perhaps, one of the least fertile on the 
coast. Its surface is park-Eke, well wooded and pic­
turesque, but the soil itself is sandy and poor. Suc­
ce~sive cropping did not tPnd to improve its fertility, 
and for some years poor crops, and a bad market, 
combined to reduce the Germans to severe straits. Thev 
were plant~<l in a wrong locality for a settlement o·f 
thri1· character. The kirnl of farming they most 
naturally took to, docs better in the midland or upper 
districts than on the coast. There, too, dairy and cattle 
farming can be more successfully pursued, and there j~ 
little clonbt that had these Hanoverians bern loc11tecl 
ahont York or Richmonn, or even further inland, tbev 
would have formed a most flourishing community. ..(s 
it is, they have immensely bettered their position. In­
~tead of the hard, scraping lives of badly paid mechnnicR 
in Europe, they have secured the in<lependent position 
of freehold farmcrei in a healthy r,limate, and in a 
nountry where food is abundant. They have their 
Httle forms in phwo qf their town garr~t~ Theh, 

~ 
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frugal habits enable them to live on the produce of 
their own soil. Some of them have saved money. One 
man has accumulated £1500. Others ha\·c built roomy 
ant.! comfortable brick houses, and surromuled them. 
selves with comforts such as they neycr could haYe 
hoped to realize at home. I went into one substantial 
<lwelling, recently erected at a cost of £300, where the 
papered walls, cement floors, and gaily painted wood­
work, were all that a man of moderate desires could wish 
for his habitation. I saw other cottages, where the fruit 
trees, the flowery garden, the poultry pecking around, 
and the tentcu wagon drawn up by the house-side, 
bespoke progress and contentment. If these worthy 
people have thriven, it is due entirely to their own 
patient industry, to their stcaoy and laborious habits of 
work-to their frugal and simple mode of life. Tlwir 
history, were it written, would be an epitome of the 
history of Natal-a record of toil and trouble, of ups 
and downs, of success and disappointment. No child's 
play, or life of ease by any means ; but just such a 
chapter of Yicissitudes as represents in brief the progress 
of Anglo Saxon colonization. 

New Germany is chiefly distinguished by its extra• 
ordinary healthfulness, of which the following vital 
statistics arc sufficient proof, and as they will stand for 
most other country districts in this colony, they are 
well worthy of insertion here:-

The settlers arrived in 1848. They then numbered 
183 souls. A good number left, and settled at New 
Hanover, York, anrl other parts, and had they remained 
the births and deaths would have been grcah•r in pro• 
portion. The births have been 259; the deaths 61, of 
whom 39 were children and 22 adults. Among the 
causes of death were the following :-.A.ttac:k of tiger, 
1 ; lightning, 2 ; fire, 2 ; drowning, 2 ; poison, 1 ; 
murder, 1 ; suicide, 2; wagon accident, 2; snake bite, 
I-so that only 47 out of the 61 died from natural 
causes, and this is the death-roll for twenty-three years, 
including, be it marked, many still-born chil1lrrn. 

But a more healthful place even is the adjoining 
township of Pinetown, which we now arrive at, lying 
in n free.and nit-y basin between Cowie's nnd Field's 
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liills. The main road to Maritzburg runs right through • 
its centre; the va1lcy of the Umhlatuzan bonnds it to 
the south ward. The place was laid ont in 1850, and 
owed its existence to the entt>rprise of Mr. A. K. :M:ur-• 
ra1.· a name which still greets the stranger tirst us he 

Jl h" enters Pinetown from the coast. I remrrnbL:r t 18 

locality in April, 1850, when only one so'.iLary farm-. 
house broke the waste. At that time a roau of awful. 
steepness, passing, crow-like, right over the summit and 
right down the steep face of the hill, gave access to the 
farm. Now the scene is dotteu over with homesteade. 
and gardens, and one cannot help remarking how much 
man can do by tree-planting to beautify and garnish a 
landscape. The groves of tall, poplar-like gum trees, 
the drooping bamboos, the plnmcd bananas, the fragrant· 
syringas, the goldcn-sphercd oranges, gi vc a varied· 
charm to the country which it never had before. 

Pinetown bears the reputation of having a healthful· 
climate but a poverty-stricken soil. The latkr looks sandy 
and seems poor. It bears trees and shrubs luxuriantly,· 
however, and must be more fruitful than it looks. Capt. 
Harford has grown tobacco abundantly upon it, while 
hamboos-an exhausting crop, one would say-flourish 
cve1-ywherc. The mo:;t characteristic farm in this 
neii!;hbonrhood is Mr. P. Davidson's, lying towards the 
Umhlutuzan. The groves of orange, brmana, andother 
fruit trees here arc a "perfect picture." Long lines 
of bamboos stretch on all sides. Fields of forage nnd 
potatoes spread around, and the coffee shrubs bear well. 
As the entire work of one man's industry, unaided by 
capital, this farm is a signal instance of what can be 
done by hard work, intelligent effort, and perseverance. 

A place so frequented by Yisitors as Pinetown is 
necessarily enjoys certain social privileges not possci:;sed 
by more obscure country districts. It has three churches 
-at least three hotels~any number of private board­
ing houses; a minister of the Presbyterian Church 
and two representing the riYnl sections of the 
Anglican communion rcspectiYcly. It has a doctor, 
a post office, a constable, and seyeral stores. It has a 
butchery, a bakery, a shoemaker, one or two smithies, 
and n public school. It has also a library. rrwo omni~ 



busscs connoot it both with )Iai·itzhurg and Durhan. 
Until the other day the momLer for the county resided 
there. Altogether Pinctowu is better ornlowcd than 
most colonial villages with those institutions which 
may be rogartlod as the badges of civilisation. Its fine 
clear air makes it a favourite l'Osort for dobilitatccl Dur­
banitos, who find ample accommodation for their 
families in one or other of these many hosteliies, of 
which Murray's Hotel is the recognised chief. l 
scarcely like to say how few deaths there ha.-e bccu 
here duriug twcn ty years, lest my home readers should 
disbelieve me. 0 

Our ooastland wanderings arc now oYer. li'rom the 
top of Field's Hill you pass into a diffcrcnc region. 
Grassy and treeless downs roll inland as far as the eye 
can sec. From Cowie\, Hill we sweep at a glance oYcr 
the greater part of our cultirnted coastlamls-thc 
Bouthcrn portion of Yictoria, the northern district of 
Durban county, the :Bluff and the Isipingo. Twent~· 
years ago when one's eye ,-wept this prospect not a house 
was to be seen, uml the :-m1okc of kraal-fires was the 
only vestige of man's pn!;~cucc. Now the bright green 
of cane fidds glow::; cYcrrwhere, while along the Yic­
torian, Ilorcan and ,V cntworlh,-lopes, c1nrkcr rct'laugular 
pFttohcs mark the si :c,, of coffeu plantaliom. Along tho 
ridge of the Berna gardens and houses stretch continu­
ously. In the foreground homesteads may be detected 
in all directions.. The white shaft of the lighthouse 
crowns the extremity of the }Huff, and a dark line 
noross the riYcr indicates the Umgcni bridge. )forks 
of industry antl progress all of them, suggesting; to us 
thoughts of yet more Yigorous ad ,anoomcnt hereafter. 
For these arc but signs after all of what may bo {fonc 
hy I\ larg-el' European population. 
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CoNOL un1Nr; RE)f A HK;-,. 

.. From the fore~oing chapters it will htn·c been sceu 
thnt the coastlnnds lying sonth of Dnrban, thongh more 
extensive than those to the northwnrcl, aro cultivated 
1mcl populated to a much loss extent. Victoria eonuty 
covers an area of 870 squnro miles, and Dnrbnn county, 
inelnding Alexandra, of 1734 square mileR. Although, 
however, the last is more than twice as large as the 
former, the amount of cultivation is not more than one­
third what it is no~'th of the Umgeni,-tho white 
population may be set down as equal. 

This disparity natnrally suggests an enquiry into ihi 
canses. Thesl~ arc not far to find. The fanlt by no 
means lies with the settlers. As regards onergy 1 in­
dustry, and intelligence, they arc equal to any other 
seetion of their fellow-colonists. They number amongst 
them several of the pioneers of tropieal agriculture in 
Natal. The first cotton grown in any quantity he1.·e 
was produced at Brooker's. The first steam mill was 
ereeted at Isipingo by Mr. J e:ffels. The first eoast 
township outside Durban was formed at Pinctown. The 
first Enropean immigrants' settlement was that at New 
Germany. If Durban county has not made equal pro­
gress with Vietoria county it is from no lack of perse­
verance on the part of its residents. 

The reason has, I think, indireetly been made ap­
parent in these notes. Where the land has been acecs-

; sible to European enterprise there it has been oceupied 
and cultivated. ,Yard No. 1, or the tract lying be­
tween Dnrban and Pinetown, bordered by the U mgeni 
nnd Umlazi rivers respectively, is as thickly peopled as 
any other part of the colony. No distriet is more eon­
tinuonsly cultivated than the Isipingo. But with n. 
few exceptions the rest of the county is locked up in 
nntive locations, mission and eollcge reserves, and farms 
helcl by large non-resident proprietors. From thG Is.i­
pongoudwe to the Um]qnnazi, a distance of 24 mile)'!, 
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serves. It 1s true that a certain number of nativefs 
oeenpy this tract of about 250,000 aeres, but the ves­
tigeR of their presenee are not visible. Here and there 
a mealie garden may be seen amongst the bush, but 
there is no cultivation going on commenflurate with 
tlie area of the ground or the character of its capa­
bilities. ·where this land is not native location it is 
reserved for college or mission purposes ; and the effect, 
so far, has been equally the same,-to keep it wild and 
waste, free from the improving operations of European 
effort and European industry. 
. The following is a list of the reserves between Dur­
ban and the Umzinkulu, in their order of rotation:-

acres 
Amanzimtote Mission . . . . . . . . 8619 
Umnini's loeation . . . . . . . . . . . . 7977 
College reserve, Illovo . . . . . . . . 3000 
Ifumi Mission ............. , . . 812'2 
Amahlongwa Mission . . . . . . . . 7 464 
Ifafa ,, . . . . . . . . 7 500 
Umtwalumi ,, ........ 13,407 
Umzumbe ,, . . . . . . . . 8000 
College reserve, Iqueefa . . . . . . 3000 
Umlasi Mission, say ...... , . . . 4000 

71,089 

Thus we have elose upon 64,C00 acres of the best 
land on the coast, lying mostly close to the main road, 
devoted to mission or educational operations. The 
question naturally arises-how far do these operations 
justify this sacrifice? For such it is. This interval 
of barbarised country has been a barrier to the 'indus­
trial advancement of the whole distriet. It has com­
pelled settlers to go long distances from port, across au 
often impassable river, and to eut themselves off from 
those facilities of contact with the centres of commcree 
and population whieh arc so essential to the progress of 
communities. Had the Victorian settlers been relegated 
to the other side of the 'l'ongaat, and the intervening: 
district, been given up to the natives, that county would 
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lune tWl'll no forth er advanced than Alexandru is 
now. 

It is clear nowt.hut GoYernment committed serious 
mistakes, first, in locating natives in such a position, 
second, in setting aside such yast reserves for fnture­
rathee than present-requirements, and third, in lock­
ing up so much useful land in college endowments, be­
fore they were prepared to establish those institutions, 
and by turning these lnnch: to account, to derive n 
revenue from them. 

"',Vith respect to the mission stations carried on 
through so many years by the zealous and faithful 
missionaries of the American Board, no right-minded 
man would wish to dispute their claim to consideration, 
or to deprive them of aught that may be needful for 
their uttermost requirements. At Amanzimtote, the 
Hurni, and the Umtwalumi, agricultural operations to 
some extent are going on, and at the first the ,ery in­
teresting spectacle of a sugar mill, owned and worked 
by natives, is to be seen. "',Vere that a common ex­
perience no one could reasonably complain, however 
much poor Englishmen might envy the happier lot of 
their coloured neighbours, so kindly cared for by a 
paternal governmeut and distant philanthropists. It is 
probably no fault of the missionaries that their system 
of treatment has not borne more abundantly practical 
fruit, and that reser-rns which could only be justified 
on industrial grounds, have so far added but little to 
the industrial wealth of the community. Twenty years 
have now elapsed since most of these stations were 
established, and it may fairly be asked-have these re­
serves fulfilled the purposes for which they were 
created? I do not speak of the 500 acre grants made 
to each station. No one woulcl wish to disp'b.te the 
validity of those. But the circumstances of the colony 
not only warrant, but require, a calm, impartial, and 
considerate enquiry into the question I have ventured 
to submit. 

It must be remembered that the natives are gradu­
ully leaving the southern coastlands. Slight as the 
European occupation of these districts has been it is 
enough to gi vc the kafir n sense of being cramped o.nd 



140 

erowdccl-up,-to gfre him longing~ for wider peisture 
lands :mcl grcatrr elbow-1·00111. As mis:;io11s to thr, 
heathen arc rstnhlisliecl simply m1<l solelv for the 
brncfit of thP natiYes, it may w;,11 Lu u;..kecl ~vhether it 
he not the clntr uf' the missionaries to follo,v those na­
ti, <'S iu their ;nigl'ations, and as their tc11dcncy is un­
clonbtedly to move ontwards towards the frontiers of 
the colony, ought not th1 mis,.:ionnries, in pursuance of 
their sclf-denyinp; objecb:., Yolnntnrily to ask for an ex­
rhnngc of lnnd, from districts where the natives are 
getting :;carce, aml the pnrposc•s of their ministratiom 
are becoming unattainable, to districts where the 
heathens yet congregate in abundance, and where-to 
nse their own simile-the harvest is yet to he gath­
ered in. 

But this question is one for judicial Pnquiry, rather 
than political cliscussion. It cannot be considered too 
rlosely 01· dealt with too tenderly. It is preemincntly 
the subject for a commission, composed both of mission­
aries and laymen, who would enquire into and report 
npon it, with eqnal reference to the great work of 
moral improvement among the natives, and to the no 
less important consideration of the general good. 

The appropriation of the location lands to industrial 
purposes is, I venture to hope, u less clifficult question 
to deal -with. There is every reason to belie,e that 
the natives living in this county would readily accept 
a proposal to exchange their lands here, for a larger 
area of more pastoral country in outlying districts. 
And I feel confident if this matter is gently and 
patiently taken in hand that ere long we may see plant­
ations ancl homesteads multiplying between the Isipingo 
and the Umkomanzi. ,, 

Another great want the flistrict has, namely, a bridge 
over the Umkomanzi. This deep, broad, and rapid 
stream, which takes its source in the Drakensberg, offers 
n great hindrance to traffic. Produce-laden wagons hn,e 
constantly to be unloaded, ancl the exposure of an ar­
ticle like sugar to the risk of being wetted, is a great 
clrawback, to say nothing of the delays and extra ex­
pense entailed. There is no reason to doubt that the 
t.rnffic would proyiffo a reyeune more than sufficient to 
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eo, er the whole cost of a britlgt•, and it i:; to be hoped 
that Gonrnmellt will place no obstacles in the way of 
auy propo:;al to meet this pressing requirement. 

l f the district is to make any progress at all, mauy 
years cmmot elapse before the facilities afforded Ly the 
rfrer Umkornauzi, for the shipment of produce, are 
made practically arnilable. Both here and at the Um­
zinkulu, fifty miles fu1ther soutb, we find two rivers 
accessible to ·rnssels of small tonnage. A comparatively 
small expenditure "\Yould, it is estimated, suffice to 
make harbours at both points, tlcep enough for vessels 
drawing six or seven feet of water. 

CH,1-PTEH XYII. 
t,T.1TI1:,TIC.\.T, Suu:.,uRY. 

li..T the eml of 18G9, the acreage of e:rops renpecl thrnugh­
ont tlrn Coast lands of Xntal was thus distributetl :­
f-3ug:ar Cane, S 7 D 7 acres ; Coff,,o, 1G80 nc-res; )faizl', 
16ii acres; Millet, '27 ncres; Oats, L30a<'res; Harky, 
.:; acres; Reans, 121 acres ; Jfockwhcat. 1 i acrls; .\.r­
rowroot, 360 acres ; Cotton, 127 acrus ; Cayenne, (i 

acres ; 1,obncco, 56 acres; Common Potatr~, 99 acres ; 
f:lwect tlit to, GG2 acres; Y cgetables arnl :Fruit, 381 
acres; Chicory, 6 acre~. 'fhe total acreage of larnl 
held by Emopeans umler actual crop wns,-Vidorin 
County, 6408 acres ; Durban County, 367 5 acres ; 
Alexandra County, 1040 acres; Alfretl County, 28 
acres . 

'l'hc Agricultural Protluce of these tlistricts tlmiug­
thi~ period, is represented by the following totals:­
.\Imze, 3G,,5G·1 Lushcls; 8ugm\ 7823 tons ; Coffee, 
21,198 lbs.; Rum, ;3<1, 778 gallons. Knflr Corn, 4,56 
bushels ; Oats, ·150 hnshols; Ont-lrny, 222 ton;-;; Bar­
ley, 60 bushels; Beaus, 270G busl{els; 13n ·kwhent. 
,513 bushels; .Arrowroot, ;3:310 cwts.; Cot.ton, ;3 l,8G0 
lbs.; Castor Oil, 7?', gallons; ""\.fillet, '.)7;1 •·wts.; r'ay­
CllllC l'epper, 2110 lhs.; 'l'olJaeeo, Hi;,0,j:J lbs. ; Com­
mrm Potato<'~, l<Hl7 tlnrk _ : ~,n•tt ditto, •1,i, 100 ~:trb. 



'rhe acrongo uf' ol'ops standing in Duc:cm11Jer, when 
tho Census was takP11, nrnv thu., be summarized:­
Sugar Cano, 15,892 acrL•,;; Coffee, 5,363 acres; Arrow­
root, 398 acreR; Cotton, 279 nr:ru:-;-[this is murh be­
low the mark]. '!'he rest uf thl' fignrC's are partial and 
untrustworthy. 

The abo,e figures represent European industry only. 
During tho year, the natiws reapurl 17,2:2-! aeres of 
maize ; 7 7 ,5 3 acres of kafir corn ; awl 7 31 acres of 
sweet pohttoos. Thoy also reaped 16·1 arros of sugar 
eane, erushecl at the Umvoti and the A.manzimtoto mis­
sion stations respoctiYely. In the three counties of 
Victorin, Durban, and Aloxandrn, respecti,·cly, the 
natin;s, nmubcring in the aggregate 82,!346, wore esti­
mated in Deeember to luwo 22,508 acres in crop. The 
whites, numbering altogether 367!5, cultinttcd 26,850 
aeres. 'l'ho number of lrnfirs in soryire throughout these 
districts hy no moans makes up the tlir;proportion, being 
only 76-16. ln Dnrl.>an County, the EluctOl's number 
470; in Victoria, al4; hut both li:<ts are most clefoc­
tivc. 

Tim Blue .Book fol' 1870 not yet being issued, it is im­
possible to gi,c later statistics. It may lJo sbtocl, how­
ever, that Uw sugar crop for 1870-71 is estimated at 
not less than 8000 torn,, the export for that season 
ha,ing been 7663 torn::. The coffee crop for 1871 may 
be set clown at fully 1000 tons, the :riolcl being mu('h 
in ex.ecss of pro,·ious anticipation~. In fact, the ex­
perience of the last few months has rekindled the hopes 
and energies of coffee planters, nnd convinced them 
that, with careful cultirntion and prudent choice of 
locality, the enterprise is a remnneratfre as well as an 
easy and pleasant one. 

-...... 
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l'HE U01'TOX-Fll~LD1$, UPP.EH UMKOiIANZI.. 

(BY AN .A.1!.ATEUH COTTON PLAN.TER.) 

CH.APTER XVIII. 

Several parties, both in the colony and in England, 
having sent pressing enquiries relative to the growth of 
cotton in the midland districts, I deemed it desirable to 
make a personal inspection of some of the more accessible 
estates, that I might report from actual observation. 
Accordingly, accompanied by a gentleman of large colo­
nial experience, I left Hill-Top-the model, and probably 
best managed, midland farm in the colony-for the Valley 
of the Umkomanzi. IIill-Top, as many of your readers 
must be aware, overlooks the trough or gorge through 
which the Umkomanzi rolls its rapid and headlong course. 
Standing one hundred yards from the homestead, there 
you see below you-clown-down-1000 foet, what ap­
pears from your position a quiet, silvery riYer that has 
carved for itself a way through the reel sandstone hills that 
here overshadow its course. That river is the most 
treacherous and powerful river in the colony, having a 
fall every half-mile, which renders navigation, even in 
flood times, out of the question. Probably, at a future 
time, some ingenious colonial engineer, with the enter­
prise of an American, will blast its obstructions, and 
force a passage to the coast. Such things have been dono 
in that famous, pushing country; but we fear the clay of 
such an undertaking is far distant for our young colony. 
In a future article, which I purpm,o to contribute to the 
"Handbook of Natal," I shrtll hnye much pleasure in 
giving a review of mixed forming operations in this dis­
trict, when the sncue:-:; of IIill-Tup, and many other 
farms, shall havo n place in our colonial history. 

Leaving that thri-\'ing hornostend on a breezy morning, 
well suited for the ,ionmuy across the valley, wo begin to 
descend to it nt an angle of nearl~, forty-five degrees! 
Do,vn-lowor clown- we go, the horses picking tL.Pir way 
step br f:top, until we find it desirable to dismount an cl 
lead them; over tho rough road. Mom1ting again, 'W(' 

descend for a mile nncl a half, and come to the rouglw::;t 
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piu-t of the road, whore the <le;;eont i,; literally ns 1·oug-h 
as the :..k•ps of tho l\Ionument. S11ch a gottiu"' clown 
~:Lairs for wagons ancl ox0n ( or ea rt) we 1H.'Ver <li cl sro ; 
urnl well might my friend romark that none bnt plucky 
follows ,rnuld think of ma king their fortune with sueh a 
harcl road to travel. 'l'hat rl good road is to be mado here, 
without any great expenso, it reqniros no road engineer 
oven Lo docicle. I wns informed that i\Ir . .Paterson had 
decided to improve tbe road, and it is to be hoped ho will 
set about it at onee, before the crop is gathered. At the 
foot of these road-steps is the dwelling of :Mr. Cony1w­
bam, about 80 feet above tho flat. TLe 1irnr hero mak'%r,.; 
a sudden bond, and it is at this point his plnntation lies; 
tho house overlooking the whole farm. Mr. Conyngham 
says there is always a breozo blowing up tho riwr in sum­
mer, and hoT"eryseldom fools much inconvenience from the 
heat. ·when it is unus1rnlly hot thoy keep inside at mid­
day, and do their work Parly and late. Here are about 
·10 acres of cotton under eultiyation, nearly two being 
ratoons. 

·we first inspected this pieeo, and found it loaded to the 
ground ·with boles. These two aeros of ratoons-pronded 
t.ho worm does not attack it-will yield a return of at 
least 5OOtbs. of clean cotton to the acre. Last year, as a 
plant crop, it gave 4Ootbs. The land is sandy, evidently 
formed from the disintegration of the sand and limestone 
rocks overlooking this coast. Further on, as we leaT"e the 
neighbourhood of these rocks, the soil is a reddish loam. 
The pbnt cotton promisos well; indeed, this enterprising 
farmer, who has heen the pioneer of cotton planting in 
this district, will this year got a rich rowa.rd for his pl uek. 
He gavo to J,,fosc.:rr;;, llareourt and :Me~finn £200 for 200 
acres, about GO of which may bo placed ~~n<ler enltiT'ation. 
A great part of it had to be cloarod, :it a cost of, probably, 
from £2 to £;j per uere. The cotton is just bursting, and 
ho informed us that ho had succeeded in engaging his old 
hand!'l to pick it. A small patch of mealies looked well, 
and berms succeed very well here. 

::'.\Ir. Conyngham manages the forry, which is a ,;-ery 
groat convenience to E1unp0anf'l and nativos residing in 
this district. 

L:1st year's eotton crop did not n.Y<0 rage a halo an nere, 
tho frost having, for tho first time, killou the greater l?art 
of the plants, which he did not replant or fill up in tune 
to gi,·o o, good rrop. '.I'hat of lSGD he 8oln to :Messrs. 
lfareourt aud 1Ie:Minn for 7d. <lF tb. '11he crop hns paid 
foi• tho farm, so that A~r, Conynghnm w:mb~ onlt n good 
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l'oad now to make his estate one of the moat valua.ble, 101• 
its size, in the colony. 

Arrived across the river, we found Mr. Rhodes had lost 
his cm:t in the river,.also an ox. By a very' daring feat, 
he jumped into the river at a place where the rapids are 
strono-, and cut away six oxen-which, along with the 

' cart had been carried down some 500 .yards! Tho oxen 
wer; put co the river without forelooper or driver-not an 
unusual thing with oxen that are accustomed to pass fre­
quently the same drift. The front oxen turned a~ they 
neared the bank, and, all jumbled together, went down 
stream. W c have since heard of a similar accident to 
Mr. Powys' cart and oxen at the same place. It will be 
found necessary to have a large boat at this drift as popu­
lation increases. 

From the river to Mr. Powys' is about two miles, over 
a rough road, and very steep at one point, which is, how­
ever, capable of much improvement. His plantation lies 
in a little valley surrounded by precipitious hills thickly 
clad ·with uuderbush, and the ever predominant mimosa, 
the acacia, the giant euphorbia, and aloe. The mimosa is 
now in full bloom, its rich perfume filling the glen and 
spreading even to the tops. The plumages of blue and 
gold of the flitting birds, give quite an enchanting appear­
ance to these valleys. 

Mr. Powys has about twenty acres of good and well 
cultivated cotton; a very creditable stand after only a 
few months location. He has a large family here, and 
we were glad to hear he is about to select an elevated 
situation for his dwelling house. His loss of six oxen 
and a cart comes very unfortunately indeed-just at the 
time when they will be most wanted. The cart will pro­
bably be recovered when the river goes clown, unless a 
heavier flood comes. 

From Mr. Powys' to Messrs. Rhodes, is about three or 
four miles, through bush all the way, oxcept a cleared 
patch or two . 
. To the right of the drift is a small patch of about six or 

eight acres of cotton, belonging to Mr. Bannatyne, which 
looks remarkably woll. I was informed that he reaped 
:300 lbs. of clean cotton per acre last year. The land is 
rich loam. Farther on he has about twelve acres more 
all promising a good yield. ' 

The estato of Messrs. Rhodes was first settled upon by 
them about oighte~n months ago. Thoy have done 11 
great deal of clcarmg, and have now about forty-five 
acres under cultivation. Last year's plants were only 

:N 
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four foet in the rows, their growth was so luxuriant, and 
the whole plantation so matted together and inter-twined, 
that it was all but destroyed by the bore-worm and cater­
pillar. A few bales were picked, but hardly sufficient, 
one would think, to pay expenses. 'This year they have 
just doubled the distance of their plants, and have planted 
rows of mealies about every eighty feet, to attract the 
grub from the cotton.· Monkeys must be rlentiful here, 
as they have left their mark on hundreds of mealies. The 
owners, however, do not seem to care much for this so long 
as the cotton is all right. From Messrs. Rhodes' dwelling, 
may be seen several other smaller plantations, giving the 
valley the appearance of a lively and busy spot. 

Messrs. Sewell and Grey have built a large house, but 
have had barely time to commence operations for cotton 
planting. The small patch there, will, we fear, be too late 
to yield much this season. Messrs. Amos, Summerville, 
and Leslie,-have also small patches of cotton here. Mr. 
Summerville is at the diggings. Mr. Amos is said to have 
the best cotton in the U mkomanzi valley. Last vear he 
had a very large crop from a small piece of land. ·we see 
some small patches planted every alternate row with 
mealies. We should say Messrs. Rhodes' plan was much 
the best, if the object is to catch grubs and have a good 
crop of cotton, which to secure-being essentially a sun­
plan~the more it gets the better and quicker it boles, as 
our American cousins proved years ago. 

I should say nearly all the good flats are taken up 
hereabouts, which in a few years time will be one large 
cotton field. . 

Messrs. Rhodes are preparing to place upwards of 100 
acres of cotton plants in the land next season, and well 
they may, if they can grow cotton like this. The plants 
are bolling well, are very large, and promise a good crop. 
Their ratoons were ploughed up; we noticed a few scat­
tered about, which are easily discovered by their sniall 
leaf, and thicker foliage. Both Messrs. Rhodes and 
Conyngham prefer_ ploughing bct_:Veen, the rows ~o hoeing, 
being less expensive, and openmg up the soil deeper. 
Old hands at cotton planting say some lands require 
deep and some shallow ploughing for cotton, as it is not 
the largest and woodiest plant that yields most cotton. 
These are points which experience alone can determine. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 
From Messrs. Rhodes, by a tortuous kafir path, we 

ascend to the breezy tops once again; ~ ~hort ca:1,ter 
• ~ brings us to Dr. Callaway's celebrated. Miss1?n Station, 

nestling in a pretty valley dotted with lllllllosa and 
acacia trees. A small patch of cotton is planted as an 
experiment. It has not, however, the vigorous appear­
ance of those we have left behind us. It would be an ex­
cellent plan if Dr. Callaway-whose influence is very 
great amongst the natives hereabouts, could induce them 
to grow small patches of cotton in the warm sheltered 
nooks along the edges of the thorns. Their crops of maize 
very frequently fail byTeason of drought, which does not 
very materially affect the cotton plant, unless very severe 
indeed. There can be' no earthly reason why the native 
population should not be persuaded to grow something 
more than bare necessaries. They may by careful 
management be induced to grow cotton. Why the ex­
periment made some years ago did not succeed it is diffi­
cult to say. Cotton was then an enormous price, and 
England was begging and praying for its production, par­
ticularly in the colonies. 

Leaving Dr. Callaway's we ascend a gentle incline of 
short, crisp, and curly grass, which one would thinkoughtto 
be a favourite place for sheep. Higher up still, we come 
across a few flocks belonging to Mr. Walker, who owns a 
large extent of land here, and depastures some four 
thousand sheep. 

Leaving his place to the right, we pass an open country 
denuded of wood, until we reach the source of the Um­
pambinyone river. A very short distance from its source 
it suddenly breaks into a deep ravine. It is reported that 

• the gold found near the Umzinto, is washed away from 
the quartz reefs of these high lands, and to a non-profes­
sional eye the debris in the river bottoms, particularly in 
a ~y near the C3:tholic Mission Station, is highly sug­
~estive of the prec10us metal. Perhaps these lines may 
mduce some one to explore these parts, who has a know­
ledge of gold bearing districts. 

The Mission Station appears to have been abandoned 
by the Roman Cat~o~c Missionary_ who formerly resided 
~here. We found 1tm the occupation of Mr. J. Wright, 
JUn,, who had a small patch of cotton here which con­
sidering that it was only planted very late,' looked well, 
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Here we ngain enter the thom districts, aml from a hill 
close by, we see the valley of the Umkomanzi, with a 
fearfully broken country on each side. In the valleys 
a.re small fiats, in which, no doubt, cotton would thrive, 
and we should say there is not much frost; it is very 
much higher than the plantations on the Umkomanzi, 
some fifteen miles away. 

Many pretty and healthy spots might be selected hero 
for immigrants. 'Ne were informed that the lands were 
mostly in the hands of the Crown. 

Cattle look remarkably well, and the natives appear 
very civil and well disposed. There is said to be a good 
road to the U mzinto ; the road to Richmond is good, and 
if shortened by a proposed road through Rhodes' valley, 
they would be brought within easy reach of either Maritz­
burg or Durban. For immigrants it is desirable to get 
them land suitable for the growth of exportable articles, 
healthy for man and beast. The happy medium appears 
to be along the edges of the thorn country. Some fifteen 
miles from here is the plantation of Messrs. Sunidge and 
Cuff, on the U mkomanzi. We were not able to visit them, 
but heard good reports of their plantation. On our re­
turn we ~aw in the distance Captain Trevor's farm, 
situated on an eminence overlooking the valley. Here 
can be seen the Drakensberg on one side of the colony, 
and its ocean boundary on the other. The Captain (who 
is commanding offieer of the Richmond Rifles) has a fino 
and costly residence, which is said to be one of the health­
iest situations in the colony. 

Passing the same roi1te again for some distance, we 
approach Mr. Charles Green's farm, Gorton. This gen­
tleman, not undeservedly, boasts of having one of the 
best stock farms in the colony. Certainly we never saw 
finer sheep, and his horses looked well. We had not time 
to visit his hospitable roof, where he has a large eorn 
mill and fields of maize under eultivation. 

We descend the water shed of the Inheaveni or L-...:opo 
river, and again enter the thorns near Messrs. O~~es' 
farm. vVe examined a small patch of eotton belongrng 
to Mr. S. Crouch, looking well, but unfortunately rows 
of maize were planted between eaeh row of eotton plants. 
We cannot think cotton will suceeed under such a plan of 
cultivation. However, time will show. Hero is unques­
tionably to our mincl, the most charming spot we have 
yet seen in Natal. The house is ereetecl at a bend in the 
Ixopo river, giving a commanding viow of two well 
wooded valleys, the vegetation of which is highly tropical, 
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but the quietness, only disturbed by the rumbling of the 
river through the reeds, is almost appalling. All up 3:ncl 
down this valley, are numerous flats of wonc!erfully nc!1 
land-some thousands of acres. Near tho river the soil 
appears to be formed of alluvium brought down the Ixopo 
ages gone by; closor under the krantzes the soil assumes 
a different colour, and is evidently formed by the clecom­
position of the rocks above. 

The land is so rank with vegetation, that in some placelil 
there is no small difficulty in riding through it. 

We pass on through a thickly wooded valley to Messrs. 
Oakes' farm, and see large fields of maize on the way. 
They have gone to great expense in irrigation, and now 
are able to run·the waters of the Ixopo upon some hun­
dreds of acres if they choose. A field of cotton was planted 
on their former waste land-it was unfortunately destroyed 
by hail, and was ploughed up and afterwards planted 
with maize; the crop of which was very large and heavy. 
About .fourteen acres of cotton planted after tho hail 
storm, was looking very fine, quite equal to anything we 
had seen. This farm was formerly occupied by the 
Dutch, by whom it was named Doorn Vlakte, there are 
some fom· or five hundred acres• of magnificent laud, the 
homestead is about twelve miles from the Umkomanzi. 
From the plant crop last year, Mr. W. Oakes informed 
us he had about 200 lbs. of clean cotton per acre. This 
farm was celebrated amongst the Dutch, as a wheat farm 
for which purpose the present owners first used its fat 
bottoms. There being a large demand for mealies about 
the Umzinto, it was found to pay better to grow them; 
now that they are so cheap, we should not be surprised 
if cotton, wheat, and oats, were not produced to a large 
extent up this village, at all events before many years 
are gone by. 

For some miles along the Inheaveni valley, rich flats are 
seen; passing through Dr. Sutherland's farms, we enter 
the Amaponda road, and descend the valley of the Um­
komanzi; once more a short trot down Nolan's cutting • 
brings us-to the rivor, where we find two or three small 
patches of cotton looking well, but wo should say planted 
too late. This farm belongs also to Dr. Sutherland, and 
is occupied by Mr. Leask. There is plenty of room for 
more extended cultivation here. Crossing by tho forry, 
wo come to Mr. Dunlop's place. He has a small patch of 
five or six acres of cotton planted in December. The plants 
tire -yery fine for their_ age, but we fear thoy will be found 
to yield a small crop m consequenco of being so very late. 
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lhgher up i8 Glen Almond, where Mr. Palmer grev; 
notton some few years ao-o here also is plenty of cotton 
lanrl. 0 ' ' ' 

_We cannot le~ve _Mr. Dunlop's without giving a word 
of thanks for his Jnndness; indeed, his name appears a 
household word at every place we visit. :Many a poor 
and weary traveller has found shelter and food under his 
humble but hospitable roof. 

From the drift, we pass up the valley along the flat 
lands of Mr. J. W. Tlllnbull. Here are some scores of 
acres lying idle which might be turned to good account. 
The scenery is very picturesque ; steep hanks thickly 
woo~ed on_ bot~ sides the river, the trees clipping their 
wavmg foliage m the roaring toITent. 

Some :five miles brings us to Salt Pans valley. Here 
the U mkomanzi ceases to run through deep close banks ; 
the country opens wider, and is not so rough and broken. 
Salt Pan's valley, or Zout Pans Vlei, as named by the 
Dutch, from a large pit covered with a crust of salt. The 
taste is as near like common salt as possible. Indeed for 
years the natives were accustomed to collect the salt and 
use it in their food. Here is a large flat of some 1500 
acres, extending for two or three miles up the river. At 
the upper end of the flat are about 50 acres of cotton, 
belonging to Mr. D. Taylor, of Richmond, the owner of 
the farm. Four acres are ratoons which have already 
bU1·st well, and promise a heavy crop, although the plants 
are not large; they are loaded to the ground; two-thirds 
of the pods lying on the surface. About twenty-five 
acres is new land in a very rough state; the plants look 
well, though, but are not so thickly podded as the rest. 
The horse hoe is used on this estate-in fact, is never al­
lowed to rest, except in very wet weather. The l,:1nd is a 
deep loam, and the flat, one large :field of tambooti, where 
the plough has not disturbed it. lVIr. Taylor expects to 
get about fifty bales from his land ; the return from the 
new land will be small, but will be made up by the 
ratoons in a great measure. About thirty acres are 
planted with maize. The Dutch formerly cultivated 
wheat and maize in this neighbourhood, where they had 
a large settlement. The flat has sluices cut over a large 
extent of ground, showing that they were not n?gligent 
of the value of irrigation. When the English arnyed the 
inhabitants made a sudden stampede ; the kafirs shortly 
afterwards destroyed their rude mud bnil~ings, a1~d all 
trace of them was soon gone, except one solitary syrmga, 
the water course, and half-a-dozen graves heaped over 
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with honlder:c;, now Rm·roundecl with blooming cotton 
trC'C':-.:. Sic transit yloria '111.unrli. 

On both sides of the river is a largo extent of land 
nclaptccl for cotton enltivn.tion. l\Ir. ·white hn,s a small 
patch on tho other sitlc-a gmnt from Government. He 
had :::ome six aeres of eotton planted in Dceembe1·, in very 

., rough land. 1'he plants look -well, but very little cotton 
may be expeetccl. 

Parms R.unkelow, and Waterfall, havo plenty of cot­
ton flats, but there are no oeeupants. 

A little higher up the river is a small patch of eotton 
belonging to Messrs. Stanley and Foster-they are off to 
the diggings, diamonds having more attraction than 
cotton. 

The roads are so bad to many of the farms along the 
river, that we should not be surprised to hear that many 
of the planters had left for the Diamond-fields. Several 
applications have been rn.arle to Government to make or 
repair braneh roads, but without avail. 

Every one has been erying out for a staple export for 
the midlands, and now, when the effort is being made, 
not eyen a passable road is mad'tl, unless it is to open .up 

.i a farm belonging to a Govemment ser-rant. 

KLIP RlVER COUNTY-
(BY A REsIDE:NT.) 

The eounty of Klip River, including the division of 
N eweastll'.l, is tho most northerly electoral district of the 

, colony of Natal. It is bounded on the north-east by the 
Buffalo River, on the north-west by the Drakensberg, 
and on the south by the Tugela River. The general out­
line of the country is that of an equilateral triangle. The 
portion of the Drakensberg range that forms the boun­
dary to the north-west divides the county from the Orange 
River Free State, and the Buffalo River separates it from 
a portion of the Transvaal Repub lie, and moro to the 
eastward from a part of the ½ulu country. Tho county 
is situated between 27½ 0 and 28½ 0 S. lat., and 28~ o to 
:30_0 E. long., nncl eontains an area of 3.i78 geographical 
miles. 



152 

By n. proclamation published Dec. 2, 1862, by His Ex­
c~ll_ency_ Governor Scott, the county of Klip River was 
divided mto ~wo p,trts, ono bein" called the Ladismith 
division and the other the Newcastle diyision-thc 

0

lattcr 
being- of somewhat lcs~ area th:1,n the former. A ::;pm of 
th_c Drakensberg-, which traverses the county of ]Gip 
River from west to east, divides the division of Ladismith 
from the division of Newcastle (which abuts on the north­
eastern frontier of the colony) in a convenient and natural 

• manner. _The division of ~cwcastle has not yet been 
surveyed mdependently, and consequently the precise 
area has not been ascertained, Lut it probably conteins 
about 1500 geographical sqnare miles. 

CHAPTER XX. 

LADISMITH DIVISION. 

POPULATION, - DESCRIPTION O:F' TO'\\'N, - PRODUCTS, -
CROPS. - CATTLE A..l"'l'D SHEEP FARMING. - HORSE 
BREEDl~G. -ANGORA GOATS. - Prns. -- DAIRY 
FARMING .-CLIMATE.-GEOLOGY .-SCENERY. 

This division of Klip River county has been longer 
settled than the division of Newcastle, and in 1869 pos­
sessed a white population of 1219 souls, 659 being males 
and 560 females. The principal township and centre of 
trade is Ladismith, which is distant about 150 miles from 
the port of Durban. 

Ladismith is the most advanced of any of the up­
eountry townships, and is favourably situated for com­
merce, although, should the main road be diverted vfo 
Olivier's Hoek, as has been proposed of late, it is not un­
likely that tho Overberg trade of the township will be 
materially reduced. A considerable local trade, however, 
will still remain which the central position of Ladismith 
s well adapted to command, and which, in the natural 

courso of things, will increase as the population of the 
adjacent neighbourhood augments. 

Ladismith is, moreover, tho roligious centre of the ~i­
vision, several places of worship having been erected m 
the township, at which roligious services are regularly 

" 

.. 
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celebrated, according to the tenet:-; of the various denomi­
nations most common in tho colom', Yiz., Church of Eng­
land, Wesleyan, and Dutch Rcfonned Churches. A good 
school for boys has been recently established under the 
charge of the Rev. W. 0. Nownham. 

'fhe township contains a considerable number of hous_os, 
a Court-house and jail, and laager, several stores, which 
are generally well supplied with goods, two hotels ; and 
tho general aspect is that of a wcH-to-do community. 
The town is laid out on the right bank of the Klip Riyer, 
and the streets are planted with syringa and other trees, 
and it presents a very pleasing aspect when viewed from 
the heights by which the town is surrounded. It is the 
seat of the magistracy for the Ladismith division, and 
the Circuit and Combined Courts are held there periocli­
cally. 

The great drawback to the town is the bad supply of 
water. Although the Klip River skirts the town it ha,; 
not been found practicable hitherto to divert a portion of 
the stream through the town. Some years ago an fl.ttempt 
was made to construct a dam or weir across the riYcr, but 
it was unsuccessful, and although a considerable sum of 
money was spent the township is none the better for it a...; 
regards the water supply, and the inhabitants hayo still 
to bring the water for household consumption and other 
purposes from the river by buckets-full. There is a drift 
across the river on the main road which is not at all times 
practicable for wagons, and a ferry has been established 
in order to avoid the losses and delays which would other­
wise result at certain times of the year. • The necessity 
for a, bridgo over the Klip River has been long acknow­
ledged and one might easily be constructed from the ma­
terials existing on the spot on a with moderate distance. 

An Agricultural Society has been established, and the 
::;hows in connexion therewith have proved very success­
ful and are well supported by tho farmers of the cliYi­
s10n . 
. 'fhe Ladismith Division of Klip River County, is essen­

tially a pastoral and grazing district. There are but few 
farms ~pon which agriculture upon a large scale could 
be can-1ecl on. 'rhis arises from two causes, viz., the 
genera~ly strong c~aracter of the land, which prc-rnnts 
p~oug1ung:, except_ m small patches; and secondly the 
d1_fficulty m ?b~am~ng a convenient and sufficient supply 
of water for ungahng land uuder cereal crops. N ovcr­
theless, on most farms in tho division, patches of from 
ten to twonty acres nre under the plough, and in favour-
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able 'situations wheat has been very successfully grown. 
In fact, most of the wheat consumed in the division, is 
home produce, and in most years a surplus remains which 
h~s gone to feed the Maritzburg market. Despite tho 
difficulties attending agriculture on a large scale, which 
are so great as to be almost insurmountable, there is yet 
abundant room for the extension of the culture of cereal 
crops, but the present inefficient state of the means of 
conveyance to market, acts as a drawback. With a rail­
way traversing th~ county, there can be no question that 
the culture of wheat would be so extended in both divi­
sions that there would be no need for sea-borne supplies. 
In the year 1869, there were under cereal.crops, the fol­
lowing average :-

Wheat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 923 acres 
Oats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116 ,, 
Barley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 ,, 
Indian Corn .................. 1091 ,, 
Kafir Corn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 ,, 

The produce of the above is stated at-
Wheat : ..................... 3503 muids 
Oats ........................ 595 ,, 

,, hay ................. •. . . 37 tons 
Barley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 208 muid~ 
Indian Corn .................. 3967 ,, 
Kafir ,, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 ,, 

The cultivation of tobacco has been engaged in to a 
limited extent, but with results which justify a more 
general attention to this valuable article of export. In • 
1869 the land under tobacco amounted to eighteen acres, 
and the produce is returned at 9757 lbs., the average 
value being 84s. per cwt. 

In the Ladismith Division, agriculture is quite sub­
sidiary to stock farming, and the attention of farmers has 
not been directed to the produce of any article of export. 
Looking at the disadvantageous circumstances, it is not 
to be expected that enterprise would be turned to experi­
ments in this direction. Trials have been made here and 
there, with different kinds of wheat, to ascertain the sort 
best adapted to withstand the rust, and to afford the best 
yield and quality, suited for the market, and there expe­
riment has stopped. So far as has transpired, no very 
great progress has been made even in this direction, 
limited as it is, and the wheat generally grown is that 
known as klein corn, which is grown during the dry 
season, and consequently requires constant attention as 
to irrigation, while the produce per acre is comparatively 

,, 
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\"ery small-the nverage being about five muids, or_n~ar~y 
two quarters per acre. This produce, small as :t IS, 1s 
quite equal to the average yield of South A~stralia, and 
yet Australian flour competes successfully with our own 
produce notwithstanding the distance it has to travel both 
by land and sea, and the duty it pays before reaching the 
consumers in this colony. Wheat, although one of the 
most important articles of agricultural produce, is never­
theless, one of the least profitable, as far at least, as this 
colony is concerned, and without some legislative en­
couragement, and the improvement in the means of trans­
port, the cultivation is not likely to be greatly extended, 
although much might be done in that direction to the 
advantage both of the individual farmer and the colony 
at large. It is surely an unsatisfactory state of things for 
the colony to import grain and breadstuffs to the value of 
£17184 as in 1869, whilst our own corn-growing districts 
are shut out from the market by tho enormous cost and 
difficulty of carriage. With such unrestricted competi­
tion as at present exists, there is no hope for the up­
country wheat grower making any deliberate attempt 
either at the improvement or extension of cultivation, 
although the capacity of the soil has been scarcely tested. 

The capabilities of the county for the successful breed­
ing and grazing of horned cattle, and to a certain extent 
for sheep also, have been well ascertained. Now here in 
the colony do you find finer cattle, or in better condition, 
than in the county of Klip River. The breeds, most 
generally, are of a somewhat mongrel character, but 
mainly of the Afrikandcr and Fatherland varieties, with 
a slight admixture of the Zulu blood. Large and heavy 
oxen arc those which are most in demand for sale to the 
butcher, and also for farm work. The s:,stem being to 
work oxen during their youth, and dispose of them fat at n 
later period. • No attempt has been made to form a breed 
or prceds suited for the different purposes of the farmer, 
the transport rider, and the butcher. The material exists 
but as yet no Bakewell has arisen in the county, to un­
dertake the task ·of founding a "IClip River" breed. 
N cve_rtheless, the farmers havo not been wanting in a 
certam degree of enterprise in the direction of improving 
the breeds of cattle, as here and there you will find im­
ported bulls and _their descendants. In our opinion, the 
attempt_ mado to 1mprovo, or rather thoroughly acclimatize 
the ~atrye breeds by_ the means of imported cattle is 
unscientific, and not m accordance with the well ascer­
tained laws which govern tbo syRtem of stock-breeding 
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a~ home, where the practice has been so successfully car .. 
r1ed out by Bakewoll and othcn·s. The grand principle of 
selection has not been attended to, and consequently the 
true basis of stock improving has boon neglocted. 
Time and experienco will doubtless remedy this defect, 
and enable our farmers to manufacturo cattle, sheep, and 
horses, in evory way adapted to tho peculiarities of our 

'climateandlocality. As itis it has lieen found that imported 
animals and their stock do not thrive so well as the 
breeds already in the district, and it must be confessed 
that there is nothing wonderful in this. It is not to be 
expected that animals whose constitution and habits are 
RO thoroughly artificial, will not bear so total and extreme -
n. change as that to which they are subject here, and as 
constitution as well as symmetry and other q_ ualities is 
capable of transmission, ~o it is to be1 expected that the 
offspring of imported stock shoultl be le:,:; able to endme 
the vicissitudes incident to our soil and climate, which 
are borne so well by the ordinary class of cattle existing 
in the country at the present time. Thero need be no 
hesitation in affirming, however, that for most purposes 
the cattle found in the upper districts of the colony are of 
fine quality, and well adapted to our needs, although it 
must be acknowledged that for the butcher, it is desirable 
that there should bo somewhat less bone, and a greater 
proportion of meat. In course of time it may bo antici­
pated that this defect will be overcome by a more careful 
attention to the laws that govern scientific breeding. The 
number bf horned cattle belonging to the white popula­
tion of the Laclismith division of Klip River County, in 
1869, is returned at 27,960 head. 

Sheep farming in the Klip River county has been on 
the increase dtuing the past few years. In some situ 
ations, when the veldt and climate are suitable, flocks 
thrive as well as they could in any part of the Free State. 
Generally speaking, however, there are specialities con­
nected with soil and climate that interfere greatly with 
the successful prosecution of sheep-farming. In the 
winter months the county isinundated with sheep brought 
into the colony from the Free State in order to have the 
advantage of our winter veldt and more genial climate, 
.but in the summer these flocks return to their pastures 
Overberg. 

From April to November sheep do bottor in the upper 
districts of Natal than in the adjoining portions of' the 
Free State, but tho rankness of the grass and tho warmth 
of the climate dlll'ing summer, are certainly prejudicial to 



157 

sheep and induce diseases, arising from a plethoric state 
of body, caused by tlie .aoun'dance of food and its rich 
quality. To a certain extent th~s defec~ hi;s been _over­
come by a .special system of feedmg, which 1s practicable 
enough as far as regards smaU flocks, but cannot be ap­
plied in all cases. And to our farmers the course of pro­
cedure which involves the minimum of labour, and which 
is best adapted to the comprehe;11sf on of ~h~ir kafir assist­
ants' is to be preferred. Hence it 1s that 1t is found more 
convenient to migrate annually with sheep-taking them 
in summer to the cooler climate and less luxuriant pas­
tures of the Free State, and during winter bringing them 
in.to Natal, where food is always to be obtained in suffi­
cient quantity for preserving the condition of the flocks. 
As in the case of horned cattle, a breed suited at all times 
to our circumstances, has yet to be created, and with the 
attention given to the subject of late years, and the in­
crease of scientific knowledge, a successful result will 
be arrived at in the course of a few years. Imported 
rams are found with almost every considerable flock, and 
a considerable improvement has resulted in the yield of 
wool in consequence. It is, however, to be observed that 
these imported rams are not generally direct from Europe, 
but are in most cases the offspring of males imported into 
the Cape Colony, crossed with colonial ewes, and conse­
quently better adapted for the gradual improvement of a 
flock than if they had been fine bred sheep direct from 
Europe. 

In the case of sheep, selection is as little practiced as with 
horses ap.d horned cattle, and the progress towai;ds form­
ing a native breed is much slower than it might be were 
more care bestowed upon the subject. 

Angora goats have attracted a good deal of attention 
of late years, and as it is found that they thrive admir­
abty throughout the year in the Ladismith division, it is 
not"improbable that Angora hair will become a staple ex­
port from the district. As yet, however, the majority of 
t11;e so-called Ang:ora goats are merely bastards, and it 
will take some time and no little care on the part of 
breeclo:s to produce that fine quality of hair that. is so 
much m request for manufacturing purposes. A few of 
the pure-bred rams imported into the Eastern Pro,;ri:r;i.ce 
of the Capo qolon_y a year or two ago, have found their 
way up to Khp River county, and the general nspect of 
the flocks already shows a marked improvement. 

The number of sheep in Klip River county at the close 
of 1869 was 60,543, and of Angora goats 14,204. It is 

0 
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to be remarked that the number of sheep and goata pro­
perly appertaining to this division is probably much un­
derstated in the return, inasmuch as it is taken at mid­
summer when by far the largest proportion of the sheep 
belonging to Klip River farmers are away Overbcrg. 

As might be expected from the elevated position of Klip 
River County, the climate is probably more favourable 
for the successful breeding of horses, than that of almost 
any other part of the colony. In consequence of this 
favourable situation, we find that there are more horses 
owned in the county of Klip River, than in any other 
county" in the colony. The number in both divisions be­
ing given at 4,266, whilst Pietermaritzburg is returned 
at 2551, Weenen, at 2377, and Umvoti, at 2107. It will 
thus be seen that a considerable degree of attention is 
paid to this important branch of farming by the residents 
in this county. There is yet, however, inuch room for 
the extension of this pursuit, but the local demand is 
so small, and prices are so low for horseflesh, that until 
the population increases, or fresh markets open for horses, 
there is but little encouragement for farmers to extend 
their operations in this direction. It was hoped that the 
Indian market might have afforded an outlet for super­
fluous stock, but in consequence of the small amount of 
attention paid to breeding, comparatively few of our 
horses are up to the standard for India. Nevertheless, 
for hardiness, endurance, and general fitness for the work 
required of them, the Natal horse may be advantageously 
compared with any breed in the world. Size and symmetry, 
if successfully combined with his present good qualities, 
would go far to make a perfect animal. A few farmers 
have materially improved the appearance of their horses 
of late years, by the introduction of a superior class of 
stallions, but it remains to be seen whether appearance 
has not been attained by some sacrifice of more valuable 
qualities. Be that as it may, the county of Klip River is 
especially adapted to the purposes of t~e horse breeder, 
inasmuch as it has a far more healthy climate, ancl better 
adapted to his requirements than any other part of Natal. 
, It is scarcely necessary to notice other descriptions of 
stock, although it is worthy of a passing remark that not­
withstanding the excellence of the climate and the cheap­
ness of mealies and kafir corn, so little has yet been done 
in pig feeding. Only 994 pigs are returned from the 
Ladismith division, and no bacon or lard appearn to have 
been preparedfor sale. Doubtless, the return is def~ctive 
in th~s particular, as many farmers, we know, are m the 



159 

habit of curing a considerable quantity of bacon for con­
sumption. There is great room for a_ profitable, and ex­
tensive export trade to be developed m that article, and 
the facilities for doing so are so great that it is somewhat 
romarkable that more attention has not been given to it 
than appears to have been the case hitherto. Bacon and 
hams are bulky, and it is probable that the cost of trans­
port acts as a powerful drawback in this as in all other 
articles of farm produce, which cannot carry itself to mar­
ket. Klip River is the premier county for butter-165, 725 
lbs. of that article having been produced for sale in 1869, 
in the two divisions of the county. "\Veenen, which 
stands next, can only show 63,565 lbs., and Maritzburg, 
57,287 lbs. Cheese has not attracted much attention, but 
as it is a somewhat delicate article to manufacture, and 
requires more time and attention than butter to prepare 
for market, it is not difficult to account for the neglect 
with which it has been hitherto treated. Excellent cheese 
is, however, made by a few of the English farmers, and it 
is a matter for regret that such a profitable source of in­
come is not more generally attended to. Of wool, the 
quantity produced was 123,285 lbs. in 1869, and from the 
favourable results that have attended sheep breeding 
during the current year, it may be expected that a large 
increase in the clip will have been realized. 

The climate of the Ladismith division is, on the whole, 
extremely pleasant and salubrious. It is, however, some­
what drier and more subject to hot winds than the New­
castle division, but as these prevail only at certain sea­
sons and are of no lorig continuance, they can scarcely be 
considered a drawback on tho general good character of 
the climate. In winter the air, even when the sun is 
hot, is cool and bracing, and fires in the evenings are by 
no means unnecessary accesaaries to comfort. 

There is a general want of water throughout the divi-
• sion for other purposes than household use, although it 

m1;1st n?t be understood that the defect o±: wat~r is any­
thing like so great as to be a sourcfl of mconvenience. 
Every farm has a spring, or a rivulet, or some natural 
source of water supply sufficiently copious for all house­
hold uses, but there are few farms that have a sufficient 
and constant supply for the purpose of irrigating more 
tha_n a few acres of. land_ for winter crops, without the 
assistance of a dam m which the water is stored. 

~ith _r~g_ard to the geology a~d mineralogy of the Ladi­
S?13-th division we havo been kindly furnished with par­
ticulars by the Rev. George Blencowe, of ~adismith, 
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who is thoroughly acquainted with the whole county 
and whose powers of observation are of no mean 
order. It is much to be regretted that no 
thorough examination of the county by a competent geolo­
gist has been ma!1-e.. Indications of metalliferous veins 
are to be found in many parts, but as yet no scientific or 
practical examination has been made. There are, we be­
lieve, certain- peculiarities in the geology of Natal that 
are well worth investigation by sa'llctns, anµ particularly 
as regards the carboniferous formation so largely devel­
oped in the Newcastle division, that might serve to throw 
light upon some questions that are y;et imperfectly an­
swcrecl by known fact_s in other parts of the world. A 
geological survey, conductecl without haste and with the 
care to which it is entitled, would doubtless do much to­
wards developing the natural resources of the colony, 
and it is to be ho1)ed that the subject will, at no clistant 
period, engage the attention of the Government and 
Legislature. 

The geology of this (Ladismith) division resembles 
that of the rest of the county and differs entirely from 
the country below the Mooi R.iver. Here we have every­
where the new sandstone of immense thickness and in 
undisturbed position, but in all cases covered with trap, 
except where by water or some other force.the surface has 
been laid bare and the sandstone itself removed, as in 
many cases occurs to the shale • which underlies it. In 
the rang~ of the Biggarsberg we see. the conclition of the 
country undisturbed, and any one who will compare its 
sides with those of the yet remaining isolated hills up to 
the Drakensberg, will have. no other conclusion open to 
him but that the whole was once joined, and that what 
now are valleys have been excavated. The probability 
that water has been used for this purpose, appears from 
the almost univers.al scattering of the broken trap wh~ch 
constituted the ori'ginal covering, not only on the surface 
but also in-a rounded form in ,the soil itself. This geo­
logical structure, together with its position of propinquity 
to the Berg, from which it rapidly descends, has caused a 
continual succession of bold ancl precipitous ·hills, which 
give ever changing beauty to the scenery, and here and 
there rise to grandeur. Many of the finest 8cenes of the 
Abyssinian war, 1mblished in the Illu,stl"cded London News, 
are equalled or surpassed among the many spurs of thC' 
Drakensberg. There is one small valley, about half a 
mile to the·left of the road just after you have reached 
the top of the Berg on the way to Ha.rrismith, which is 
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worth .. ,.oino-,Lll the way to see. Its width is not moro 
t.han h~o miles from crest to crest of hill, its length is 
perhaps four or _five miles, and its depth from 130~ to 
1500 feet. But its whole appearance 1s of surpassmg­
beauty, in this case greatly enhanced by the grandeur iu 
which it is cmbosomcd. 

Should our country over become rich and populous, Olli' 

various sandstones wi.11 supply an inexhaustible supply 
of material for the mansions of our gentry; but at pre­
sent they are only the foundations of our wealth derived 
from the fields and pastures which cover thom. . The trap 
is in nearly all cases composed partly of iron ore, but 
generally in such small quantities as would not pay for 
smelting. The side of this division next the Biggarsberg 
contains a few seams of coal, but they are in all cases in 
such inconvenient situations as to preclude working whil~ 
we have the other side of tb0 Biggnrsberg open. 

CHAPTER XX I. 

NK\YCASTLE DIVISION. 

SH.,..PE.-SJTUATION.-CoAL FIELDS.-TOPOGRAPIIY AND 
CLI~ATE.-NATURALl<'EATURES.-HEALTn.-AaRr­
cuLTURE.-PoPULATION. 

The division of Newcastle was erected into a separatP 
magistracy by a proclamation issued December 2nd, 1862, 
by Governor Scott, which deB.ned the boundaries of the 
district. The Buffalo River forms the frontier between 
Natal and the Transvaal Republic,. and a line following 
the course of the Biggarsberg runs between the Ladismith 
and Newcastle divisions of Klip River County. On the 
north-west the range of the Drakensberg separates us 
from the Free State, and a small portion of the Transv-aal. 
To the south the division runs almost to a point at the 
junction of the Buffalo with the 'l'ugela Rivers. The 
general outline of the division may be described as an ir­
regular Rhomboid or lozen~c-shapcd. As we have hefore 
Rtated, in default of a spccml survey to ascertain the ex­
tent of the division, its precise area. is unknovm, but it 
may r-mfcly be as~umed to contain not less thrm 1500 



• 

162 

~quare miles. A.bout 110 f;rms of :J000 and ,1000 acl'efi 
each have been survoycd, and are mostly occupied by tho 
owners; and numerous smaller plots of grounds have 
from time to time been sold by the Government at or 
above the. n_p~et prico. It may be assumed, therefore, 
that the d1v1s10n of Newcastle has been a source of con­
siderable profit to the colonial treasury. 

Co~ FIELDS.-The division of Newcastle differs in very 
many important particulars from the Ladir;,mith Division 
of Klip River County. The most important point. is. un­
doubtedly, as regards its mineral wealth. 'l'he whole of 
the Division of Newcastle may be considered a vast Coal 
field, possessing numerous seams, and many varieties of 
that most valuable mineral. In addition to coal, it pos-, 
sesses a considerable wealth of iron ore, and, doubtless, a 
carefully prosecuted search would increase the list of 
useful and valuable mineral productions of which traces 
are known to exist in various localities. The Biggarsberg 
appears to cut off the coal fields from the rest of the 
colony, there being, as far as I am aware, no seaw.s of 
coal that can be profitably worked in any other portion of 
the colony, although traces and indications are found in 
many places from the coast upwards. In the Newcastle 
Division the seams are so easily accessible that no mining 
is required, and the seams are from one to ten feet thick. 
In some places the coal is found in the shape of anthra­
cite, in others friable and soft; sometimes lusterless and 
without regular fracture; in other cases almost like jet, 
and with a cubical fracture: some is very sulphureous, 
and som!cl in which sulphur exists in only a very minute 
proportion. In short we have varieties of coal here suited 
for almost every purpose, and in such quantities as to be 
practically inexhaustible, whilst its proximity to the sur­
face renders its extraction, for the present, so easy, that 
the only instrument required to obtain it is a crowbar. 
As yet, but a very cursory examination has been made as 
to the extent and number of the seams of coal pervading 
the Division of Newcastle ; but there can be no reason­
able doubt that the estimate of the Surveyor General is 
very far below the mark; and knowing, as I do, that 
upon almost every farm in the division there is either 
coal or indications of the existence of that mineral, I 
cannot bµt assume that practically our coal fields are 
inexhaustible. 

In the year 1868, the Surveyor Gonera1 made a cur­
sory survey of somo few outcropping seams of coal 
in various parts of the colony, and adch·essed a roporl 
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thereon to the Government. From this l'eport, it 
appears, that the only workable seams examined, were 
those included in the Newcastle Division. The seam at 
Compensation was only sixteen inches thick, and I 
presume from the abandonment of the trials that 
were made some time ago, that the coal was not fou1;d 

.. to be sufficiently good in quality! or. l"!'rge enough ~n 
quantity, to jm;tify a perseverance m mmmg th~ depos1;t. 
At York the coal was found to be fourteen mches m 
thickness, and very much contaminated with ear~hy D?-at­
ters. At Umtata the coal was but three inches m thick­
ness ; at Boston Mills, nine inches; at Tugela Valley, 
eight inches and ten inches ; and at Estcourt, and Blauw 
Krantz the seams were only three inches thick. In the 
Newcastle Division the seams examined were from the 
farm Brak Hoek, sixteen inches ; Tiger Kloof, four feet ; 
Wilson's, one to throe feet; Murray's, two feet three 
inches; Davels, three feet six inches; Dundee, eight 
inches, fonr feet three inches, and two feet ; Lennox, 
four to five feet, and at 0ondisford, nine inches. These 
are the only seams reported upon by Dr. Sutherland, but 
in addition to them there are numerous seams in different 
parts of the district, some of which exceed in magnitude 
the large deposit at Dundee. For instance, on the farm 
Samson's Klip, there is a vein of anthracitic coal, almost 
free from sulphur, of not less than seven feet in thickness, 
and, I believe, that two other seams underlie this deposit 
-one being about six or eight feet below, and the other 
below the bed of the Buffalo River. On the farms 
Wykon, De Wet'sStroom, and high up on the Berg, pro- ' 
bably 500 to 600 feet above the deposit on Samson's Klip, 
workable seams of coal are to be found. 

It will thus be seen that from one end to the other of the 
Division, a distance ofabout 90 miles, coal is to be found in 
workable seams, so little below the surface, that it is only 
necessary to quarr:r the coal, at all events for the present, 
and for many years to come expensive mining will not 
be required to supply the wants, not only of the colony, 
but of a considerable export trade, should Durban become 
a coaling station. As a matter of course, the extent of 
the dep?sits 'would be of little consequence, if the coal 
foun~ m them were of such inferior quality, as to be 
practi_cally worthless. Happily such is not the case. The 
coal 1s tho universal domestic fuel in the Newcastle 
Division and answers admirably. Indeed were it not for 
the abundance of coal, we should be little better off than 
our neighbours in the li'roc State, where the droppings 
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uf animals form the chief fnel, wood not being generally 
1rn1ilablo. Ilero within the radirn; of a few miles from 
mwh homrn;teatl, mineral fuel can be procurccl with the 
greatest case, and to any cxtm1t that may l,o required, 
for the mere vost of the lahour engaged in l1reaking it 
~ut, and ?onveyance to the hunse. A,; regards its vnlue 
for fmrnltmg purposes, no trial test, so far as I am aware, 
has yet been made. but I have no doubt that from the 
uon-:snlphnreonR charactor of some varieti0s of coal to be 
found here, that it might he used in the manufacture of 
a very superior qualit? of iron from our native ores. As 
rAgardR its value for steam purposes, there can be no 
room for doubt after the trials made by order of the 
Govornment, 011 board the " Pioneer " tug, and by 
Messrs. Crowder and Gavin. I have not the rPport of 
the trials made by the Government officials at hand, but 
I believe I am correct in stating that upon the whole, thf' 
experiments were in the highest degree satisfactory as to 
the value of Newcastle (Natal) coal for the steam marine. 
The exhaustfre trial made by Messrs. Orowcler and Gavin, 
of coal obtained from the farm Dundee, against the 
English steam coal used for the tug, shows most conclu­
sivoly that our coal is of undoubted valuo as a steam coal. 
The annexed tabular statement will show clearly the 
points of difference between the two kinds of coal from 
which an estimate of the relative -value of the Natal coal 
may be formed :-

English Coal 

Natal Coal 

----

-a 
0 

0 

..c 
rn 
-< 

lbs. lh8, lbs. lbs. lbs, p. cent 
171 685 18 4 30to40 - 3•5 

p.cent 
free 

108 600 11'2 5•5 30,, 40 2•91 6·25 

, 

·-------'------'------'-----1----'--~---

The conclusions arfrved at hy Messrs. Crowder and 
Gavin were:-

1. That the compo~rition nnrl propert,ios of the coal from 
the Biggarsberg are thoso of a i:;team coal. 

7. That the larger pro:portion of incom bnstible matter 
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fuuud in the boiler trials over that found PY assay of the 
pm·e coal, appears to arise from careless mining. 

3. That the experiments now made render it highly 
probable that its evaporative power is quite equal to good 
English steam coal, bnt that its total evaporative power 
can only '' be ascertained by a trial on a large scale in a 
multitubnlar boiler ·with proper arrangements for pre­
venting loss qf heat by mdiation, &c." 

The comparati.e assays of the coals nsed were as fol­
lows, and, of course, being on small quantities, allowed 
of a selection being made in the pieces operated upon:-

ASSA Y TRI.AL. 

English coal 
Volatile matter ........ 36.8 
Coke ................ 59·2 
Ashes ................ 4·0 

100·0 

Natal coal. 
25·20 
68·80 

6·0 

100;0 

I should think, after the trial that the coal from New­
castle was subjected to by Messrs. Crowder and Gavin, 
thero would be but little room for doubt as to the value 
of our coal for steam purposes, whilst om· every-day ex­
perience shows its adaptability for domestic purposes, a,nd 
the constant use of the coal by the blacksmiths through­
out the colony for forge work, is incontestible evidence that 
for their business it is available. With these facts we 
can scarcely avoid looking upon the division of New­
castle as having a prospect of becoming one of the most 
important, if not the most important, portions of the 
colony, and probably of South Africa. Coal is a better 
and more lasting basis of national wealth than gold or 
diamonds, and where that important mineraJ_ abounds, as 
it does hera, it requires only time and a railway to show 
us how va,st an amount of '' dormant wealth'' lies within 
our borders. I could, of com·se, say mnch more on this 
most important subject, but your limits must be taken 
into consideration. 

Although there is a large quantity of valuable irou 
ore to be found within the division, no special examin~ 
ation has as yet been made, and I leavo that and other 
mineral productions for futnro dovelopment. 

'Io~o_O!{APIIY AND CLI~IA1:E,-Thc general aspect of 
the d1v1s10n of Newcastle 1s hilly rather than mountain­
ous. The north~westem boundary being the lesser Dra­
kensberg, and the southorn and south-western boundaries 
being the Biggarsberg, as a matter of coursa give a 



166 

mountainous sotting to the division, whilst on the ea~t 
and south-east tho Buffalo River forms the limits of tho 
division. As may be supposed, the general lie of tho 
cour~try is a gentle slope to th_e fluviatilc boundary; di­
versified, here and there, by hills of no great height, and 
composed mainly of sandstone. Tho central portion of 
the division is almost entirely open land, rather scantily 
watered, and only fitted for gra~ing purposes; whilst the 
portion lying immediately under the Berg is abundantly 
watered, and from the general richness of the soil, and 
the sheltered position it occupies, is admirably adapted 
for agriculture. It must not be inferred, however, that 
the central portion of the division is sterile, but simply, 
that from the groater scarcity of water, irrigation, so 
needful for the crops usually cultivated during the dry 
season, cannot be carried out, it is less adapted for agri­
cultural industry than the more favourP,rl portions under 
the mountains. Hence it is that population hitherto has 
been mainly concontrated at the upper and lower ends of 
the division. But, apparently, the day is not distant, 
when small farms will be scattered over the central por­
tion as well as at the extremities-numerous pm·chases of 
small plots of ground having been made of late, by per­
sons wishing to secure the right o1' grazing their stock 
over th!:l adjacent Crown lands. It is a question how far 
such a policy is right on the part of the Government, in­
asmuch as the small plot is generally selected for the 
spring or small stream it contains, which would be quite 
as adequate for the supply of a farm of 3000 or 4000 
acres as for onB of 30 or 40 acres. By this means the 
proprietor of the spring becomes, in fact, the lord para­
mount of a large extent of Orown land for a mere trifle 
of outlay, and thereby secures to himself the privilege of 
unlimited grazing ground. 

The principal rivers in the division are the Ingoga, the 
Incanda, and the Ingayanc, all of which take their rise 
in the Drakensberg mountains and flow into the Buffalo 
at various points in its com·se. Theso rivers are like most 
African streams, not navigable; but, although rapid and 
short in their course, they aro. not mere mountain tor­
rents in summer, and dry in winter, but contain a con­
siderable body of water even in the driest seasons. r:tio 
banks of these streams are genorally of small elevation, 
and it not unfroquontly happons that during summer they 
overflow, but not to such an extent as to cause much· 
damage. . 

The division is bare of trees, except in the immediate 
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vicinity of the Berg, the kloofs of which are generally 
ornamented with a dense growth of trees and shrubs. of 
which, in many places, the useful yellowwood forms _the 
bulk. Red pear, white pear, and a few other useful tim­
ber trees also are found there, but, unfortunately, a large 
proportion of the timber the natural forests co:1ta~ned h~s 
been cut ont, and, in some places, that which 1s left 1s 
only valuable for firewood. A great deal of work by the 
hand of man, in the way of planting, will have to be done 
to supply the future requirements of the inhabitants, as 
our natural forests, originally of small extent, are now on 
the vuge of exhaustion. 

I am not aware that there are any prominent natural 
features, or curious formations, to merit notice, but for 
all that, the aspect of the district is a pleasant one, and 
likely to attract the eye of the farmer as convenient for 
his operations, whilst the lover of the picturesque would 
find much to engage his attention in the wilder scenery 
about the mountains. The division is considerably ele­
vated above the sea, and probably in no part is less than 
3500 feet, whilst in many portions the height is from 5000 
to 6000 feet above the sea levd. As a consequence of 
this height the climate of the N ewcastlo Division is tem­
perate, although nearly two degrees nearer the tropic 
than Durban. During the dry season frost is a common 
occurrence during the nights, but snow is an unusual 
phenomenon, except on the topmost peaks of the Berg, 
where it is occasionally seen. On one occasion only dur­
ing my residence of 10 years in the division, has sufficient 
snow fall'en to whiten the country. At certain seasons 
strong winds are prevalent, but seldom cause·any damage 
to ?uildings, although when they occm in the early 
spnng they check the growth of the grass by causing 
evaporation. We are seldom troubled with hot winds 
s'.-1c~ as are com1?on in the_ midlands, and generally the 
ii:1r 1a pure, elastic, and emmcntly agreeable to the sensa­
t10ns. In fact, the cli~ate of N cwcastle is far to be pre­
ferred to that of any other portion of the colony, as it is, 
dur_ing the greater part of the year, of a bracing and 
tome character, and well adapted to reinvigorate the sys­
te1:11s of those who have been exhausted by a lengthened 
soJonrn on the coast. • 

POPULATION.-The.populationof the division of New­
cast!e is of mixed origin, as is the case in the Ladismith 
sec~10n of the county of Klip River. The Dutch­
Afrwander el~ment. is, ho:weve1:, gradually giving place 
to the more energetic and mtelhgent people of European 
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origin ; but still the Boers form tho bulk of our residentB. 
According to the census returns for 1870, the total white 
:population amounted to 1070 souls, the males being 100 
m excess of the females. There is yet room for a very 
large addition to our population, and I have no hesitation 
in saying that no part of the colony is better adapted for 
the raw immigrant from Europe than the county of Klip 
River. The wonderful salubrity and temperate character 
of its climate, the absence of any diseases of an epidemic 
character, and tho general fertility of its soil, point it 
out as favourablo not only for human life, but also for 
the cultivation of thoso vegetable productions necessary 
to sustain life, and afford comforts to existence. The 
only drawback is the absence of facile means of getting 
produce to market. We may, however, hope that that 
point of disarlvantagc will be shortly overcome by the 
construction of the system of Railwai s 1woposed by Mr. 
Welborne, and whieh, if carried out in good faith, will 
be ono of tJ!e utmoRt advantage to the colony at large. 
Then shall we have not only the means of conveying the 
results of our agricultural industry to a market with 
speed and at a low eost, but we shall have the initiation 
of an enormous manufacturing industry, for whieh New­
castle, from its great mineral wealth, general fertility, and 
abundant water-power, lJOs.sesses all the elements neces­
sary for its successful development. There is no natural 
obstacle to Newcastle becoming at no distant date not 

.only the granary, but the :Birmingham of Natal. With 
such a small pop1,1lation as we have, however, added to 
the difficulties of getting to market, vrogress to any 
visible extent is not very probable at preRent. But we 
may hope now, that in the course of a few years, we 
shall be able to hear the snort of the iron horse, and wit­
ness all the benefits that follow from the introduction of 
the modern civilizer and developer of national wealth. 
,~s r0gards the salubrity of our climate, it is only neees- -, 
sary to state that, for th_e past two years, the de_at~s 
amongst the white 1Jopulat10n have been less than six 111 

the tlwiisa11cl. 'rho population in 1869 was 991, and ~he 
deaths 6 ; all!t,. as above stated, in 1870, the popttlat10n 
had increased to 1070-anrl the deaths during the year, 
from all causes, amnunted only to the same _small nu~-
ber. As the system of registration has been m operat10n 
hero for some years past, there Ctl.ll be no doubt abeut 
the accuracy of 'the figures, whieh are sufficient to prove 
the extrome healthiness of tho climate and the excellence 
of th<l Rauibry circumstances under which we lh-e. Oul' 
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population inclndes people of all age$ and condition~, 
and no oxception can, therefore, be taken on the ground 
that the residents form a class above the average in point 
of original health and vigour. Some time ago a gentle­
man came to Newcastle with a view to establish a prac­
tice as a medical man. He very naturally enquired 
""Where is the cemetery? "-and on being answered that 
no necessity had been found to establish one since the 
village had been laid out, very readily came to the con­
clusion that his services were not likely to be in much 
demand, and in the course of a short time took his leave 
of the place. It is also worthy of notice that we have 
had three District Surgeons appointed to the Division, 
but after a few months sojourn all have left-all hope of 
making a lucrative practice being vain, owing as much 
to the general good sanitary state as to the sparseness of 

• our population. The kafir population in the Division 
amounted to 9395 souls at the close of 1870, from which 
it will be inferred that no difficulty exists in obtaining 
labour at moderate wages. As regards the general 
character of the population, it is excellent. The records 
of the Magistrate's Court disclose no prevalence of 
crime, either amongst the whites or the coloured resi­
dents. The attention of the magistrate is chiefly en­
gaged in the settlement of cases under the laws affecting 
masters and servants and petty thefts. Cattle stabbing 
or stealing is almost unknown, and those disgraceful 
outrages upon women that are so unfortunately rife on 
the coast and in tho midland counties, have not had any 
existence, I am thankful to sav, within our borders. 

AGRICULTURE,-The attention of farmers in this divi­
sion has been mainly devoted to the raising of cattle. 
Stock-breeding is more easy and moro certain in its re­
sults than agriculturo. Oxon and horses possess, be­
sides, the great advantage of being able to convey them­
selves to market. The remarks made as regards cattle 
in the Ladismith division of the county apply to stock 
farmers in this division with. equal force, but upon the 
whole, I believe. from the superior quality of our veldt, 
that the general run of our cattle is finer than in the 
other portion of the county. But few doaths occur from 
poverty, oven during our sevorost wintors, and although 
unfortunately we cannot claim exemption from lung­
sickness, tho mortality amongst cattle from disease is 
comparatively unimportant. Tho quantity of stock 
owned by the white population was as under, at tho close 
of 1870 :-

r 
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Hornecl Cattle ....... , ... , , .. . 
Horses ................. , ... . 
Sheep ..................... . 
Goats ............. ; ...... , . 
Pigs ....................... . 

21,2.U 
1848 

32,222 
10,517 

683 

The growth of wool has been attended with a consider­
able degree of success in this division dming the last 
year or two, and our flocks of shocp, although they bear 
no comparison with the enormous numbers owned by 
individuals in other parts of the world, are still increas­
ing at a respectable rate. I believe that if sheep farm­
ing is to be attended with success in any part of the 
colony, it is in the Klip River County, where the veldt 
appears to be more suited to their requirements than in 
most portions of Natal. Still, I do not think that sheep 
will eventually continue to attract any considerable por-. 
tion of attention, but in the present transition state of 
this portion of the colony they are, pe1·haps, as profitable 
a " catch crop," as could be inti;oduced. Horses occupy 
a small amount of attention, although the climate is 
favourable and the sickness peculiar to those valuable 
animals has not raged with any considerable degree of 
virulence amongst the troops. No great pains have been 
taken to improve the breeds, and, as a rule, the horses in 
the division are only fit for domestic use; for, although 
they are strong and hardy, they requiro size and ap­
pearance to fit them for export pm1Joses. The kafir 
po1mlation owns the under-mentioned stock, viz. :-

Horned Cattle .............. 13,480 
Horses...................... 420 
Sheep (kafir) .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. 136:1: 
Goats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7857 
Pigs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 

The state of agricultme proper in this division is one 
that might be very advantageously extended and im­
proved. Only 884 acres are reported as being under cul­
tivation at the close of · 1870. It will be easily under­
stood that the efforts of the residents. in this direction 
have been only to the extent necessary for the supply of 
their own wants. The troublo of conveying such pro­
duce to market, and the low prices realised when there, 
are quite sufficient to account for this state of things; 
·but it is not to be supposed that it is t>wing to any defect 
in the soil or climate that this neglect of a&'ricultme is 
attributable, It is simply that wheat-growmg will not 
pay m1cler existing circum~tances, and consequently is 
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only followed so far as to supply domestic requirements. 
Unclor wheat there were 274 acres in 1870, ancl the pro­
duce amounted to 1188 muids, whieh gives an average 
produce of about 13 bushels per aere. ~h~s, it must be 
confessed, is a very low avera~e, but 1t 1s ~ievertheless 
easily to be aceounted for. It 1s the practice of most 
Boers to sow their wheat and mealie crops year after year 
upon the same pieee of land, thus taking for a long se~ies 
of years two whole crops off the same spot, and returmng 
very little to the soil in the shape of manure. In my 
view the faet that, after all the bad farming, the land 
eontinues to give even 13 bushels per aere, is proof eon­
clusive of the almost inexhaustible fertility of the soil. A 
neighbour of mine has, to my knowledge, obtained good 
erops of wheat and mealies for 10 years past, off one 
patch of land about four acres in extent, the least yield 
of wheat being 18 muids, and the largest 32 muids. He 
is in the habit of manuring once in two years, and cer­
tainly pays more attention to irrigation and culture than 
most of the Dutch farmers are accustomed to bestow. This 
system is continued until the land is thoroughly exhausted, 
and then a fresh piece is brought under cultivation. 

I think if land will bear such atrociously bad farming 
as that described for a period of 10 to 15 years, it says 
something for the intrinsic exeellenee and fertility of the 
soil. 

Under mealies 01· maize, 502 ac1·es were in erop, pro­
ducing 2572 muids-also a low average, and to be attri­
buted to the same cause, aided in no small degree by tho 
wasteful eonsumption of mealies whilst in a green state. 
It will be more apparent that this is the case when it is 
stated that whereas tho averago procluee of mealies per 
acre under white management is but five muids, the 
kafirs absolutely obtain six muids to the aere ! All other 
vegetable produetions are produeed in sueh minute quan­
tities that it is not worth while to debate upon them. 
That the climate and soil of N eweastle are adapted to the 
growth of a great and important variety of valuable ox­
port s~aples, cannot be questioned. Tobaeeo thrives most 
lu..,nman~ly all over the division. Cotton might also be 
grown with advantage, but as the winter is too severe for 
the plant, it ean only be treated as an annual. Ohina 
grass, hemp, and flax, may each in time form a staple 
production, as they all thrive abundantly where they 
havo been tried. 

Riee is produeecl to a small extent on some farms and 
might be cultiyatocl to tho oxtent of becoming a sta~1clarcl 
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articlo, if it should be found that the prico would pay 
tho cost of cultivation and of transport. The hop plant 
and tho tea tree are at present being under experimental 
trial, and as regards the former there seems to bo every 
prospect of success. A considerable number of useful 
trees and shrubs have been introduced, mainly through 
the public spirit of Mr. M. J. M'Ken, t.he energetic 
Curator of the Botanical Gardens in Durban. Most kinds 
of Australian trees and shrubs find a congenial soil and 
climate here, and in the course of time there is no doubt 
will become quite naturalised, and. greatly improve the 
general aspect of the country. 

A good deal of butter is made in the division, the pro­
duce of 1870 being stated at 77,810 lbs., which, of course, 
docs not include the large quantity retained at home for 
consumption. Cheese and bacon havo not hitherto en­
gaged the attention of our farmers to any considerable 
extent, although, from the excellent quality of both ar­
ticles, they will in time, doubtless, come to be looked 
upon as a profitable branch of our agriculturists. The 
quantities retm·ned, as made in 1870, amount only to 
2050 lbs. of cheese, and of bacon only 6900 ltJs. were 
made. It is strange that articles of such universal con­
sumption should be so neglected, but, I believe, that 
with· more extended markets and greater facilities of 
transport many things now regarded as being m1worthy 
of attention will form a source of considerable wealth to 
the agriculturists, not only of this division, but through­
out Natal. 

Om· produce of wool in 1870 was nearly 50 per cent. in 
advance of that of 1869, and amount.eel to 63,415 lbs. It 
may, therefore, be inferred that the culture of wool is 
assuming considerable magnitude in its proportions, for 
until within a few years the number of sheep in the di­
vision was very inconsiderable. Sheep do well in certain 
places all the year round, and the district is a favourite 
resort for the Boers from the Free State as a winter graz­
ing ground for their flooks. 

The quantities of other farm produce are so incon­
siderablo as not to be worthy of notice. 

As regards indigenous products that may at some 
future da.y be worthy of attention, may be enumerated 
indigo of several varieties growing ~verywhe~·c, the_ cas_tor 
oil plant, hemn, and a large variety of fibre-yielding 
plants, the properties and commercial ynlues of which 
have yet to be ascertained. I have no doubt, however, 
that the time willl come when many of the native pro-

...: 
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ductions of the soil will be found of great value, but at 
present there is an insuperable bai· to enterprise in this 
direction, in the enormous cost • of carriage. But few of 
the raw materials of manufactm·e will bear an impost of 
from £i to £15 per ton-for transport only-after the 
eost of cultivation and initial preparation for market. The 
introduction of the Railway system will be of enormous 
advantage to _these upper districts, and will greatly de­
,elop enterprise, and, thereby, add greatly to the wealth 
of the colony, and the prosperity of the merchants. It is 
needless to argue upon this matter, as the experience of 
all countries shows that the prosperity of a community is 
dependent almost entirely upon the facilities that exist 
for rapid and cheap intercommunication. This can only 
be supplied to us by a system of railways, as we have no 
facilities for inland traffic by means of rivers or canals. 

E:lD?LODIENTS,-Thc population of Newcastle is almost 
entirely agricultural. On nearly all farms mixed hus­
bandry is carried on, but the principal attention of the 
inhabitants is directed to stock breeding, for which the 
climate and pasture are admirably adapted, In commerce 
but little more has been attempted hitherto than to 
supply local wants, and the storekeeping interest is conse­
quently limited. In course of a few years, however, it 
may be expected that a great development will take place 
in the commerce of the district, the township of Newcastle 
being well placed for commanding the trade with the ad­
joining States, and the interior of Africa. Indeed if 
I might ventme to prophesy, I would predict that within 
the present century, Newcastle will become the most 
prosperous and busy town in Natal, and the principal 
centre of trade with the great, and, as yet, little known 
countries that lie at our back. At present, however, 
~rade_ is almost entirely local, and the traffic from the 
mtenor passes by the town in consequence of the inability 
of the storekeepers to keep up stocks sufficient to com­
mand trade, and supply the wants of their own neigh­
b~urs. The establishment of the railway will be acer­
tam and speedy cure for this evil, and with the turni11g 
of t~e fir_st sod it may be expected tha,t a new era of pros­
perity mll commence for these upper districts. 

l\frN~s, l\Inrn~AL_s.-There are no mines properly so­
called . m the chstnct _of Newcastle : all the mining 
operafa?ns at present bemg open to the sky. Coal is the 
only mmeral that is extracted in any quantity at present, 

• I ' 
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anc1 that is qunnied rather than mined. Ironstone is 
abundant, and largo quantities of titanic iron are to bo 
found in tho soil. 1.rraeos of gold· havo beon found in 
different loealitios, but not to an extent to invite system­
atie exploration. Agates, eornelians, and somo othor 
ornamontal stones are fouml in tho streams, but thoy aro 
gen.orally too fragmentary to be of valu0. A great 
variety of sandstones is to be found adapted for building 
and other purposes. Whinstone also abounds, and. from 
the convenient forms in which it is found, is much used 
for building substantial houses, as woll as for tho more 
common use of kraals for eattlo and sheep, for which 
pm·pose the stones are merely packed loosely one on 
another, and form very durable as well as cheap enelo­
smes for cattlo, sheep, &c. A hard kind of sandstone is 
used for making the small millstones used by the Boers' 
for grinding wheat, but they are generally too soft for 
that purpose, and cause the meal to be very gritty. Good 
grindstones are obtainable in somo parts of the division, 
quite equal to the ordinary class of imported stones, and 
at all events they are good enough for all useful purposes 
as required by the farmers. Of limestone, the supply is 
not abundant, but it is found in a nodular state in many 
places, and as a stalaetitie limestone in the krantzes and 
kloofs of tho mountains. For domestic consumption, 
there is at prosent enough, but with an increase of popu­
lation, and a highor class of farming, it is prnbable that 
we shall havo to import it from a more favoured locality. 
A white clay, similar to the Cornish China Clay, is to bo 
found in various parts oftho division, and will probably 
be found available for eeramic purposes of the commoner 
clays, thero is a great variety suitable for the coarser 
kinds of pottery and bricks, and for an excellent quality 
of tiles. 

I am sorry that-I am not able to give an accurate geo­
logical description of the division. A thorough explora­
tion of the rocks and strata of the district would be of 
great value, but hitherto nono such has been mado. It 
must suffieo for mo to say that tho strata does not indi­
cate that any violont perturbations have taken place since 
the coal becls wore deposited. The inclination of tho 
strata is ::;light, and in the hills altemato horizontal layers 
of sandstono ancl trap aro apparent to the most unscion­
tifie observor. In a few place::; traces of igneous action 
aro visible in basaltic formations, and lava, which is gene­
rally vesicular, and contains small crystals in the cells. 
I am not aware that any fossils have been found, or that 

,. 
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tho shalcs of tho coal measures have been examined for 
" medals of tho creation; " but abundance of petrified 
wood is to bo fournl, and doubtless a scientific search would 
be abundantly rowarcled by discoveries of interest ancl 
importance. 

GE~ER.\.L llE}L\.RKS.-I have not said anything about 
the town of N ewcustle. The site of this township is on 
the right bunk of the Incancla, or Waterfall River, not 
very for from its junction with the Buffalo. It is 
situated on a plain of sufficient extent to allow of 
its development into a place of considerable importance 
in the future. Unfortunately, it is not the best site that 
could have been selected, and it was strongly protested 
against at the time when it was being laid out by the 
Surveyor-General. Notwithstanding its proximity to a 
river of considerable size, there is a great difficulty about 
the water-supply, and should the town become thickly 
inhabited, the question of drainage will be fraught with 
much difficulty and expense, in consequence partly of the 
small descent of the plain, ancl partly because of the 
nature of the subsoil, which does not permit the percola­
tion of moisture to any considerable extent. Even in 
tho height of the dry season the soil is damp, and by 
digging a few feet water can be obtained. At present, 
this is a convenience rather than otherwise-inasmuch 
as, with little trouble, wator can be obtained for shallow 
wells; but in the future, when the population becomes 
more dense, it is to be feared that the town of Newcastle 
will prove no exception to the general rule followed by 
thoso who have hacl the duty of selecting sites for towns 
and villages in_ Natal. Given a plain of sufficient extent 
to cut up into erven, ancl it seems to be quite immaterial 
to the powers that bo whether it be on the top of a moun­
tain or the bottom of a swamp. In the case of Newcastle 

, , tho latter comlition has bten carefully sought out· and 
availed of by the Surveyor-General, and the result will 
be in tho future that an enormous outlay will be requirecl 
for clramage and water-supply which coulcl have been 
avoid.eel. The Incanda River occasionally overflows its 
banks, ancl even penetratos some of the houses that have 
been placecl on the lower grounds. At present but few 
house:; havo been erected in the township-probably not 
more than a, scorn, but a large number of erven ( or lots 
of about one acre each) have boon sold, and are held by 
persons as a speculation. Tho initiation of a railway 
having Newcastle for one of its termini, will cloubtles~ 
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very materially enhrmce the value of ground in the town­
ship, aml will eventually justify the ex1)eetations of those 
who haye bought land at low priees in order to sell !1'•ain 
when the value is greater. l believe\ however, th~t at 
present the town is yery healthy, only one den,th of an 
adult having takeu plaee within its 1)reeincts sinee it was 
laid out-now some seven or eight years ago. Both the 
Ineancla and the Buffalo abound with fish, ancl on the 
1?lain in the neighbourhood fair hunting can be obtained, 
although the quantity of game has yery materially di­
minished of late year,c:, owing to the wholesale destruc­
tion earried on by Boers ancl kn.firs for the sake of' the 
skins, which find a ready market in the town. Nuclei of 
villages and towns have been formed in various paiis of 
the Division, as at Hucldersfield, Ermelo, &e., but they 
are little more than names at present. :From its position, 
Neweastle must ever be the ehief eentre of trade, inas­
mueh as several iin1)ortant roads converge in its vicinity, 
by means of which the traffi.e of the interior is earried on. 
Although Neweastle is the seat of the magistracy, no 
pub lie buildings have as yet been erected, and the greatest 
l?Ossible ineonvenience arises from the faet that there is no 
apl?ropriate bnildingforajuil. No elassification of prisoners 
can be made, and European and kafir prisoners have to 
be thrust indiseriminately into one small lock-up until 
the former ean be sent to Ladismith. I believe, however, 
that the attention of the Government will be directed to 
this and other evils with a view to their being remedied, 
and I certainly think that the money paid into the Colo­
nial Treasury, arising from the sale of land in the dis­
triet, should be applied to the publie works required. 
Thus we want new roads-the present road to Newcastle 
has been so ingeniously eontrived that the town ean be 
passed without entering. We want bridges, a laager, 
ancl a powder magazine, as well as a gaol and publie 
offices, but not a six1)enee has the Government expended 
out of the large amount of money realised by the sales of 
erven in the town and Crown Lands in the division, to 
supply these erying needs. I have been digressing a little 
here, 'but as you wish to have a eorreet pieture of New­
castle, as it at present exists, I eoulcl seareely avoid mak­
ing the remarks I have clone. 

I have now given you, very im:rerf~etly, I ai:n afraid, _a 
slight sketch of the eounty of Klip Rive~· an~ its t':o di­
visions. I eannot pretend to have done ,1ustiee to either, 
but I feel more particularly that I hn;ve not snid all t,hat 
might be saicl about the Laclismith cµstriet. I 01~tertaiu 

r,· 
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the stron°·est opinion that of all other parts of Natal the 
County of Klip Il.frer is tho most suited to immigrants of 
moderate moans. Here they will find land ehcap; they 
·will sceure fine air, a fertile soil, and a splendid climate. 
They ean rear eattle, horses, and sheep ; they ean grow 
as good wheat, barley, and other cereals as in any country 
under tho sun. 

As regards tobacco, the sueeess of Mr. H. E. Knight, 
of Sunday River, shows what may be done. Flax, hemp, 
u,nd riee ean be cultivated without any difficulty. 

We have here European fruits in great variety, and not 
a few that will not flourish in England. I am convinced 
that the vine might be sueeessfully cultivated with the 
view to making wine, although it might be some time 
before the soil and situation best suited for that most 
eaprieious plant eould be hit upon. 

In short, the European immigrant would have but little 
to wilea1·n in the way of farming in the uplands of Natal, 

• and eould set to work at onee. I look upon eotton, cof­
fee, and sugar as eminently unsuited to the majority of 
Emopean immigrants who ean have had no experience in 
their eulturn and manufacture, and consequently run the 
greatest risk of failure in fortune and in health, also by 
a sojourn on the eoast bofore acclimatization is aeeom­
plishecl. 

Up here, on the contrary, there need be no risk of 
capital or health, and a native of the north of England or 
Scotland will speedily find himself as much at home as 
amongst his native mountains. 

I must, however, now desist, and will only say that I 
fully endorse Dr. Greisbaeh's statement that the upland::; 
of Natal are the "Paradise of immigrants." 

J. s. 

CHAPTER XXII. 

PARMlNG IN .THE UPLANDS. 
BY AN Ur-CouTRY FARMER. 

The industries of these uppcrmo::;t divisions of the 
eolony, vury to some extent from the midland districts 
as the enumeration which I shall at onco proceed with . 
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will show-but many are the samo. Cattle-brooili11gand 
buttor-making aro the most common. But the most 
profitable hero is sheep-breeding, in connection with the 
neighbouring Republic, to wluch the farmers resort to 
spend tho summer months for equal benefit to the health 
of ~oth biped and quadruped, on the most elevated 
plams of South Africa, which almost represenL an Euro -
pean climate with regard to temperature, though drier and 
more bracing; being so conducive to health, that a young 
man whose life was considered to be in great danger from 
consumption, after migrating two consecutive summer 
seasons with his flock, has been quite restored to health. 
This great change in climate can be effected in a few 
hours. 

As soon as the summer season has passed, down come 
all those stock farmers to winter in the much milder 
climate of Natal during the more rigorous months of 
June, July, and August. 

It is said that this change gives length to the staple of • 
the wool, and certainly both cattle and sheep make more 
·growth of carcase. 

Next in importance comes a more industi-ial but less 
profitable occupation, in wheat growing, and herein lies 
a clifference between those upper districts and· the mid­
lands where onl:r a dark coloured grain, called Victoria 
wheat, is grown. In the Klip River and Newcastle dis­
tricts, every one, I believe, has abandoned the culture of 
the Victo1-ia wheat in favour of a prntty white grain 
called " Klein Koorn," rather harsh to grind, and the 
Cape wheat, which yields the best white flour, but is more 
uncertain in cropping, and is consequently less e:s:ten -
sively cultivated. The farmers generally limit their 
wheat cultivation to about twenty to thirty acres for want 
of sufficient water for irrigation, but those who draw 
their supplies from 1-ivers, and not from pumps on their 
farms, can cultivate a much greater extent of land if 
it lie so low that the water taken from such a 
source can be made to run over it. An instance of this 
sort is·mct with near the Little Tngela 1-iver, where a 
very enterprising colonist with an immense amount of 
labour and skill, brought a large stream of water a great 
distance, being enough to irrigate o,;er 100 acres of land, 
and to drive acorn and threshing machine. The result of this 
laudable enterprise will soon be shown in largo crops of 
wheat to be dragged about eighty miles over a heavy 
road by ox wagons, travelling at a rate of barely throe 
miles per hour. 

,,... 
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Oats which do not mature in the lower districts, como 
to perfection here, and by many are preferred for seed to 
thoso imported. Another source of income which cannot 
be classified with the foregoing industries, is in coal, 
which I am informed brings an income of about £50 per 
annum to the owner, who gets his money for the article 
by a very easy process. The coal is found in a spruit 
where a wa 0 ·on can be driven close up to it, and by paying 
os. for a loa~l, any one can go to work and fill his wagon. 
The owner has only to grant the permit and pocket the 
money. The grantee. fills his wag_o~, and drives it 120 
miles or more to Mantzbmg, when 1t 1s sold to the black­
smiths, and many householders, for domestic use. 

After mentioning only these few occupations, what a 
necessity is shown for a railway ! It appears to me that 
soriculture could be practised here with material advan­
tage, as many farms are thickly populated with kafirs, 
who render certain services for the privilege of their 
occupation. Silkworm rearing can only profitably be 
carried on with cheap and reliable labour, and here it is 
in many instances. The kafir girls might be employed 
for about 2s. Gd. to 3s. per month, and a blanket worth 
3s., just so long as the season for attending to the worms 
lasts, and then go back to their kraals again. So the seri•­
culturist would not have to pay for continuous labour 
when it is not required. The mulberry grows like a weed 
everywhere, and the insects kept merely for amusement, 
appear to be very healthy. The tedious labour of tending 
would not be felt by these girls, who aro accustomed to 
teidium in most of their occupations. Many farm~, as 
I have said before, are occupied by kafirs, but a great 
many are not, so the industry could not be general, but 
whore it might be carried on, I believe the labour would 
be the cheapest in the world, not excepting India or 
China. But on the other hand wo must bear in mind 
that our labour is inferior to that of the Chinese, French, 
or Italian, in organization and good management, so that 
all the various occupations s1ould be approximated to pro­
per division of labour, and superintendence both in-doors 
and out-doors, is essential, since kafirs generally take no 
pride in their work and idle time away as much as they 
can. Still, with good management on such farms where 
the command of cheap labour is almost unlimited, seri­
culture on a somewhat large scale should be profitable if 
the rearing of millions with proper appliances can be 
judged of by the specimens of thousands kopt simply for 
amusement. 



Where gardens are situated below a constant stream of 
running water, as most are in these up-eounties, vegeta­
bles of all sorts thrive remarkably woll, especially the 
large onions which eannot be grown in some parts of tho 
colony. Gmpos eome to perfection most years, if trained 
on the wall of a house having a north-eiast prospeet, and 
i:iheltered from the blighting north-west, or interior 
winds, but the vines planted in open ground are sub­
ject to rust. Gardening without the means of irrigation, 
generally speaking, is heartless work in this, probably 
the driest, district in Natal, as regards the atmosphere, 
but for springs and streams perhaps the most favoured. 

In almost every eounty in this colony there is a fafr pro­
portion of open and bush eountry, but the land is very 
different in some respeets. The bush country of the upper 
districts exeepting in small spots where homesteads are 
fixed, and where there are small plots of alluvial deposit, is 
eomposed of shaley and stoney ground, so al'idin a ppearanee 
that one wondors where the bush or shrub, rather than 
treos, can find soil enough for nourishment, and that part 
of the eountry is notoriously the driest. Indigenous .trees, 
exeepting the eamel thorn (aeaeia) and those growing 
along the banks of the river (whieh are mostly bare of 
trees), grow in kloofs having a southerly aspeet, and where 
moisture is driven from springs rising in the hills above 
them. From my observation I eannot understand the 
theory that tree planting attraets moisture, as it happens 
here that the bush land is the driest, and where timber 
grows there is high land of hills and mountains having, 
in the writer's opinion, a greater attraction for rain than 
trees have. Although the bush eannot be elassed as trees, 
the shrubs havo limb and leaf the same, and the few feet 
clifferenee in height surely can have but an inappreciable 
influenee on the upper atmosphere. 

Having so far to convey their produee, the farmers 
naturally eomplain of the bad state of repair tho roads 
are kept in, and yet it is eontemplated opening out 
about 50 or 60 miles of new road whieh would require to 
be kept in repair, but most likely would be in the same 
eondition as the main road is or worse. At all o,ents it 
is eertain there are more roads already than the Colonial 
Engineer's Department ean manage to keep in deeent 
order. ,vo do not want more badroads, but a railway to 
develop the earthly treasures lying so much to waste 
here, but so useful to neighbouring eountries, sueh as 
the Cape, Mauritius, Aden, and India. The railway in 
point of time would, of e01use, bring the climnond-fields 
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within comparatively easy reach of the l)ort, and find 
employment in heavy traffic like coal, corn, wool, as well 
as passenger traffic. So much has been ":'rittcn ancl 
talked on this subject, that a bare roforence to 1t here must 
suffice. 

Travelling from Dmban to the Drakensberg, we ro­
mark that no river is crossed during the first fifty miles 
or so, as the Umgeni allowing for its devious course 
and sinuosities, runs parallel to the road, but through 
such a rugged and difficult country that its valley, if 
valley it can be called, is frequently unapproachable. 
After we begin to cross a river which is immediately 
before :Maritzburg, we cross one at every stage of 
about twenty miles until we come to the Drakensberg. 
These rivers have all their sources in tho Drakensberg, 
and run with no sluggish current. Water here and there 
is taken from them for the purposes of irrigation and of a 
few corn mills. Were the colonists more wealthy than 
they arc, and not wanting in enterprise, this valuable 
water power always running to waste, might be made 
available for many purposes. A dense white population 
would necessitate the utilisation of the rivers, both for 
irrigation and manufacture, but it would require wealth, 
energy, and enterprise, like that of Australia or America 
to make this colony what it ought to be. Such n, result 
would be brought about, by taking the first important 
step, bringing to light the coal, and making the ut­
most use of the productions ahcady clevelopcd ancl before 
alluded to. 

A great deal of ingenuity on the part of our early settlers 
(the Boers) is shown in leading water out of these rivers, 
~hich !3-ave mostly high banks, ~very naturn,l facility 
1s applied, and enough water obtamed for the purpose in 
view is taken with astonishingly inexpensive work, which 
could not possibly be accomplished without a great deal 
of forethought. So with their dams or reservoirs con­
structed to contain a large body of water ut very little 
cost. A dam which took our attention was constructecl 
ncros~ a valley with a long earth wall lined with stones. 
A provision was mado aguin:st accidonta which large 
reservoirs are often liablo to. When the water ic.; com­
parative low and the dam shallow, tho wall is thin and 
not carried so high as the other part across tho middle 
whero the water is deep, by about eighteen inches, and 
beyond this is 11 wustc water course as usual in such 
works. Shoul<l an overwhelming flood como at uny time 
the first part of tho clam wall to giye way would· be th~ 
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lowest ancl thinnest, which would allow an immense body 
of water to escape, and save tho heaviest work-the 
lighter work washed away could soon be renovatod. 
Nothing is moro simple or offcctual, but it is not every 
onginoor who not having seen the plan, would think of 
adopting it. Many boers havo an especial talent for this 
description of hydrostatics, and always with a view to ., 
cheapness ancl economy. Ingenuity is also shown in 
their ox wagons, so simple in construction, and adapted 
for all sorts of roads-and often for no roads at all. After 
mentioning theso traits in their character, we ha,e little 
more to say with regard to their inventive genius. To 
do as their father did before their day, appears to be the 

· rule, and generally speaking, for self interest, a very good 
rule too. There is nothing experimental about it, conse­
quently nothing to risk. 

Very little more is to be saicl about these upper dis­
tricts, of little value ( excepting perhaps as regards coal) 
in themselves, but of great importance in connection with 
the Free State, when between them the summer and win­
ter seasons are so tempered, that for comfort and health, 
it is doubtful if such a favourable climate can be found 
within the same lilma,11 space in any other part of the 
world. 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

CONDITIONS OF HEALTH IN NATAL. 
BY J. E. SEAMAN, M.D. 

Health is a subject of such paramount importance in 
a semi-tropical climate that it becomes advisable to '-'= 
follow, as far as circumstances permit, those laws of 
Hygiene which experience has shown us the wisdom of 
observing. The principal matters which require to be 
regulated with a view to the preservation of health by 
the European are diet, exercise, clothing, condition of 
dwelling, place of residence, and_ ~abits of life. _A 
clictary to be wholesome and nutnt10us, must contam 
a combination of nitrogenous and non-nitrogenous 
elements, togethor with veg(ltables known to contain a 
free acid, 01· such an acid in combinn,tion with potash, 
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In Natal, the staple of cliet used by the natives is maize, 
which may be said to contain both elements. What the 
potato is to Ireland a~d oat~eal is to Sc_otland, . are 
mealies to Natal. This mealie meal or porridge, m1.X.ecl 
with milk, forms a nutritious and suitable adjunct to the 
dietary of European children in the colony. An abundant 
supply of good food adapted to the powers of digestion is 
essential; but frequently the European, oppressed and 
debilitated by the warm weather, takes animal food in 
excess, under the impression that it will " strengthen " 
him, whereas this too abundant use of meat often 
increases debility by causing dyspepsia and general 
derangement of the digestive organs. A light, nutritious 
regimen is necessary; and as eggs, milk, maize, fowls, 
beef, mutton, &c., are plentiful and cheap, the European 
settler will experience no difficulty in selecting a whole­
some and nutritious dietary. 

Another important accessory to health is exei·ci'.se. In 
hot climates, the . demand upon the lungs for the 
combustion of tl):e carbon and hydrogen of the blood 
being diminishl;ld, bile is liable to be formed in increased 
quantity, part of which passing into the intestines 
doubtless tends to prevent congestion of the lungs, and 
part being absorbed into the blood tinges the conjunction 
and, in extreme cases, creates a sallowness of the skin. 
Strong exercise in the open air by calling the lungs into 
activity, and promoting a more thorough combustion of 
the carbon and hyclrogen of the blood, lessons the 
necessity for the formation of bile, rapidly removes 
symptoms of indigestion, and restores the natural 
clearness of the complexion. 

Clothing of a light and suitable texture, adapted to the 
climate, is also desirable. As the secretion from the 
skin is increased by the high rate of temperature, it is 
advisable to wear a thin merino or flannel vest next tho 
body. By the omission of this precaution in adults or 
young children who perspire freely, a chill may arise 
from the moist under-clothing, which causes the blood 
to be injuriously thrown upon the membranes of tho 
alimentary canal, and is thus productive of diarrhooa or 
catarrhal affections, which, however, readily yield to 
proper tteatment. Although conp cle soleil is of rare 
occurrence in Natal, it is essential to prot1;1ct the head as 
much as possible cluring the summer season. For this 
purpose light pith helmets, or felt hats covered with a 
puggari or turban, are usually worn and found to be 
efficacious, 
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The condiUon of clwelUng is an important considoration; 
and it should be borne in mind that whilst a house 
requires to be well ventilated, it should also prove an 
e.ffieient protoetion against the out-door heat. A high­
pitehed roof, without parapets, is most servieeable. The 
verandahs should be broad and so arranged that they 
may be closed by sliding when nceessary. Tho rooms of 
the house require to be large and lofty, with ventilators 
over the windows, and fan-lights over the doors. Iron 
is usually found to be a good material for the roof; and 
provided the rooms are snffieiently lofty and tho ceilings 
boarded, it dees not materially inerease the heat. 
Lightning conduetors of an approved charaeter are 
indispensable in a eountry where thunderstorms are of 
frequent oceurrenee and severity during tho summer 
season. When there is a free ehoieA, a gravelly or 
conerete soil ancl sloping ground are to be preferred to a 
elay soil and low, level site. A tenaeious elay soil, a 
rieh alluvium, or a dry surface soil with water at a short 
distanee beneath, should be avoided, but espeeially the 
-fiat banks of rivers or streams, or the flat base of hills, 
as well as marshy spots an.cl the neighbourhood of 
stagnant water. The worst eombination of site and soil 
is a fiat, rieh, alluvial deposit between a hill and a 
stream. Such spots are the favomi.te haunts of continued 
fevers as marshes are of agues. In England, a south 
aspeet is to be preferred to all others, but in Natal, tho 
opposite is desirable. A north or north-easterly aspeet 
possesses several advantages, as a house thus situated 
will be in a great measure sheltered from the heavy rains 
and winds prevalent during the season of spring. When 
sueh shelter is not afforded, it may be obtained by 
plantations, whieh should in no ease be so near the hour.;e 
as to obstruct the free movement of the air, or to 
endanger tho foundation of the building by the growth 
of roots. 

A good supply of elear, eolourless spring-water, and a 
supply of rain-water, amounting to at least ten gallons 
per head per diem, aro grea,t desiderata. As intestinal 
worms (Oscarcs Lumbricoides and 'l'cnia Solum) are 
somewhat prevalent in the eolony, and proeeed possibly 
from impure water, it is highly necessary to be eareful 
in this respeet, and for drinking purposes a chareoal 
filter will be found of servieo. Health, ho-we,er, in 
Natal, as in other eountries, is greatly dependent upon 
habits of life; and those whieh ehiefly 1uilitato against 
it are dissipation, intemporanco, irrogulnrity in the timo 
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of taking meals and rest, and want of personal cleanli­
ness. It not unfrequently happens that Emopeans 
sufferinO' from the depressing influenee of the hot 
weathei: resort to stimulants· as a means of sustaining 
their energies. No ha?it is n:iore pe~·nicious .. or 
detrimental to the health. The praetrne of daily ablut10n 
of the whole body, if persevered in, will be found a 
sufficient invigorative in the most relaxing season, by 
people of orclinary health, whilst it must be borne in 
mind that the habit of taking aleoholie stimulants will 
only aggravate the reaetion which in all eases must 
inevitably follow. 

The elimate of Natal is in itself an extremely salubrious 
one; arnl especially suited to individuals suffering from 
emphyseina, ehronie bronehitis, asthma, and all those 
affeetions of the air passages and lungs, in whieh 
previous experienee has shown that the patient suffers 
severely in winter, and is eomparatively well during the 
summer. Ohronie rheumatism, gout, ancl ealeulous 
clisorders are also much benefited by a residence here. 
'rhose epidemie scourges of Europe-eholera, small-pox, 
and typhus fever-are at present unknown. In certain 
marshy loealities remittent and intermittent fevers oeea­
sionally appear; and the obvious preventive will be 
found in the drainage of the land and the eultivation of 
the soil. To the European seeking a mild and temperate 
elimate, Natal presents peculiar advantages. As a 
winter residenee, it is, perhaps, unsurpassed ; for whilst 
the moclerate fluctuations of temperature during that 
season little exeeed that of the milder parts of England, 
it has the additional advantage of a dry atmosphere, 
eombinecl with the attraction of brig-ht, clear, genial 
days. 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

THE CLIMATE OF NATAL.. 
(AFTER A YEAR'S EXPERIENCE OF IT.) 

Escaping from th~ diseomfort of _a sea voyage would 
make even a desert island pleasant m eontrast with the 
'' prison with tho ehance of drowning " ono left : so that 
first impressions on landing in Natal are or might be 
yery different to thoso which would p;rmanontly fi~ 
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themselvos in the mind of a resident. From being uu­
tluly pleased with the novelty of a place one is apt to pass 
into the opposite extreme a.ncl be unjustly severo on the 
shortcomings yon discovor. The writer once had the 
audacity to discourse with an Irish nun on the beauty 
or rather ugliness of Dublin, which she maintained was 
the most beautiful of cities, naively confessing sho had 
never seen any other by which to form a comparison. 
And for him who only knows an English climate, it would 
be equally presumptuous to judge of, as it woultl be 
impossible to describe, this climate of South Africa; 
even those who may have wandered over Europe in its 
best season, will fail to remember many spots whero as 
brilliant a sky was linked with a temperature so enjoy­
able! Baden Baden is perhaps the nearest approach to 
it, though here in summer you have daily showers which 
cool the air, and in winter, the clay through is more like 
an English summer morning. Nothing reminds one of 
winter, but you pass with changing but perennial flowers 
from one kind of summer weather to another, finding 
ample relief in the variety, but never knowing those 
chill dreary clays when it seemed an effort almost beyond 
you to leave the warm conch and begin the day's labours. 
The climate we live in is an integral part of our happiness 
if not of ourselves, and the keen enjoyment of existence 
induced by the one I am describing, would be a set off 
for many a discomfort; fortunately the discomforts do 
not exist though ladies complain that kafirs are neither 
as handy nor understand English as well as English ser­
vants would. The lover _of beautiful scenery will here 
find forest glades, in the cool shadows of which he can 
wander to his heart's content, and lose his way more than 
perhaps is pleasant, whilst those who fancy mountain 
heights, bare and rugged, can meet with them too in a 
day's march-not snow clad heights like Switzerland, 
though these exist some 150 miles inland, but mountains 
like Ben Nevis in summer time, where you get well 
cooled and thoroughly tired on the hottest days. Every 
garden of Eden has a serpent in it to mar the perfect 
happiness, the worst half of croation might otherwise 
have found, and truth compels me to state that delight­
ful as the walks are in fino weather, still, when it does 
rain, the roads, which are ill cared for, and formed of stiff 
clay, become ondles_s puddles in which y~m sink. ankle 
deep at every step, if you do not fall down m the slippery 
mass; neither are thore inns at every short interval, Ao 
that you nmy fincl you hayo a better U,}lpotite for tho meal 
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and further to walk for it than you bargained at starting. 
This is perhaps au achantage as the meal itself may re­
quire a little Spartan sauce to make it acceptable. Gas 
lamps there arc none, and here and there you find your 
course arrested by spruits, pools, or rivers, which you 
must jump across or wade across as best you can, thank­
ing your stars if no alligator makes his breakfast off 
you meanwhile. As I write the wind whistles and 
drives sand against the window panes like some dusty 
English day in March, but it is just as much warmer as 
in March we wish it was, and there is a scent of orange 
flowers borne along on the breeze, so what wonder that 
few who have enjoyed this climate ever leave it for any 
other, and enjoying it myself, why should I not dare to 
write my thoughts, though-like those glowing Italian 
landscape3 which, judged by the leaden skies of old 
England, look improbable or even impossible-to my 
former self and to strangers they must needs seem too 
highly coloured to be true. 

Such are the impressions made by this climate on one 
like myself in perfect health; and although writing from 
hearsay is not quite the same thing as recording your 
own experiences, it will hardly be fair to quit the subject 
without alluding to the invalids and weakly people who 
come here. No epidemic can be said to be very prevalent, 
except " Natal fever," which is here used to express 
laziness. Indigestion is rather a common ailment; but 
consicl<iiring that many people eat tw0 and three meat 
meals per day, and ride instead of taking haril. exercise, 
the wonder is that it is not more common. The Ai·my 
Returns show that this and the Cape Colony are the two 
healthiest of the stations, and the numbers of English 
people who have come out here in search of health, and 
apparently found it, seems to point to the same conclusion. 
There ar~ two very different climates to be found here 
suitable for different and even 0pposite temperaments. 
The climate of the Opast is moist, with no wide range of 
heat, the greatest summer heat being 89 ° to 93 ° , and 
the winter seldom giving a lower than 42 ° , though occa­
sional frosts aro not unknown. l!~urther inland, some 
1~0 miles, the o~tremes of heat and cold may be met 
with, accompamed by a very dry atmosphere, which 
~eems peculiarly suited to con~umptive pa~ients. In fact, 
m the early stages of the disease a residence in this 
region seems a certain cure, whilst those arriving in the 
later stages find the disease anosted, and remain in health 
so long as they remain in the country. The mistake too 
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commonly maLle by persons in England is that the;y 
remain at homo too long, :mcl arrive at Natal in ioo 
oxhau~tecl a state to continue thoil' ,ioumey to the dry a11· 
of the mterior, ancl thus :ne forced to remain in the clamp 
coast air, which in such cases is not favourable to 
recovery, though for the early stages of consumption it is. 

These things can hardly be too widely known iu England, 
whore so many victims yearly die; ancl coming from a 
disinterested traveller living nea1· tho region he recom­
mends, and not in it, and well able to judge of t~e truth 
of the statements he hears, these particulars may be more 
interesting, and carry more weight than if recorded by a 
merely professional pen, for which, like Queen Elizaboth 
and ~he dancing master, so many have a suspicions 
avers10n. 

I will here rocord a fact which may givP-the cluo to a 
reason for the cures thus effected. The air is 80 dry that 
meat freely exposed to it becomes encased in a hard dry 
skin, formed by tho drying of a thin layer of flesh, and 
in that state will keep for months as fresh as the day 
killed. Whether a similar action may not take place on 
the lungs, I leave to those who may be more anxious to 
explain the fact than to take advantage of it. The 
climate of the middlo district, intermediate between the 
two I have described, is intermediate also in character­
a bright stimulating sun that recalls to o_ne's memory the 
Swiss mountain air.-In this region lies Maritzburg, the 
ostensible capital of the Colony; but the traveller who 
woulcl expect to find the prospority and signs of activity 
he associates with the iclea of a capital, will be disap­
J)Ointed, as it is less bustling than the sea-port town of 
Durban, whero he first lands; but. nevertheless, it ·will 
suit many whose hoalth would not be improved by the 
air of the Coast, and who do not wish to go furthor into 
tho interior. Bright's disease seems commoner here than 
in England, but to judge by tho look of the people, li-rnr 
disorders are not much more so; and as one fact is worth 
any number of opinions, I may mention that very old 
people are conirnon, and there is a German living near 
Pinetown, who romembers Froderick the Great, and has 
attained the age of 109, and still walks about and onjoys 
the very enjoyable climate which hero makes it worth 
while to live so long. 

As I am writing this a friend has unexpectedly re­
turned. He had been hero twelvo months, never intend­
ing to stay, but after two months' stay in England, tho 
memory of tho climate he had loft was too strong to be 
resisted, despite the sea voyage, 

... 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

I-IL1TS TO EMIGRANTS. 

THE following practical suggestionl5 are put_ forth for the 
benefit of persons who may have determmed to make 
Natal their home. , 

Before and above all other necessaries which the enu­
grant ought to have are these, namely :-

A stout heart and a strong untiring arm. . 
A temper prepared for disappointment, ancl determmed 

to make the best of things. 
A judgment unwarped by prejudices, delusions, or 

vain expectations. . 
A conviction that the land beforo them is no paradise, 

and that in the new life they aro to lead hard 
work, frugality, and persevorance will be as neces­
sary to success as they are elsewhere. 

A spirit of caution and a readiness to be advised by 
the oxperience of older colonists. 

Sober habits and simple wants. 

These qualities will stand a man in better stoad than 
largo capital and vast appliances. Both have been 
greatly sacrificed in Natal during times past, for the 
want of them. 

Intending settlers cannot be too much on their guard 
against advertisements in English journals from private 
individuals, offering land for sale, or homes in the colony 
for young men, 

The emigrant cannot do botter than arm himself with 
letters of introduction to colonists of standing-and leave 
all definite arrangements to bo made hore. Farms should 
never be purchased before enquiry and inspoction on the 
s1)ot. 

Young men often emigrate in the boliof that colonists 
will be glad to givo tho board and lodging in considera­
tion of thoir services on the farms or plantations. This 
is a mistako, as unloss the young man knows somothing 
of farming, ho is of no practical uso for some months, and 
a payment is generally required. 
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Emigrants can procoed to Natal either direct by sailing 
ships, or by the linos of steamers calling at Oape ports. 
The former mako the passage in from sixty to eighty 
days, and the rates of thorn are £25 first class, and £15 
second class. Passongers proceeding by steamer have to 
pay £38 17s. and £26 5s. rospectively, and to transship at 
!Japet~wn. The voyago in this way takes about 42 days, 
mcluding stoppages at Madeira, Capetown, and Algoa 
Bay. It is possiblo that steam communication v?'.a the 
Suez canal will shortly be established, If so this will be 
the pleasantest route to Natal. 

On this point see advertisements. Tho voyage to 
Natal is a fair-weather one as a rule, and is scarcely ever 
attended by disaster. 

Before leaving England, the emigrant should register 
himself at the office of the Colonial Land and Emigra­
tion Commissioners, 8, Park Stroet, Westminster, who 
are empowered to offer free grants of land on the follow­
ing terms:-

A settler with £500 capital, or an annuitant of £50 a year, will 
receive a land order for 200 acres, with a 400 acre reserve. 

A settler with £250 capital will receive a land order for 100 acres, 
with 200 acres reserve. 

A settler with £100 capital will receive a land or<ler of 50 acres, 
with 100 acres reserve. 

The reserves will be purchaseable at 5s, an acre, at any time 
within the first five years. 

Coast lancls, but without any reserve, will be allotted at the rate 
of one-half of the above land orders, to the three classes of 
capitalists. 

A settler wit.h a competent knowledge of farming, and means to 
support himself and his family until he can raise his crops, will 
receive a land ordsr for 50 acres, to which a reserved conunonage 
will be attached, in localities where this is practicable. 

Grants for the respective land orders will not be issued till after 
two years; and then only on proof of continuous occupation of the 
land during eight months of each year. 

Assistance, not exceeding £10 per statute adult, will be gh·eu to 
all settlers selected and sent out by the Emigration Agent. 

Pasturage licenses will be issued for land in class A, terminable 
at the end of each year. 

Applicants for leases of pasturage lands in class B. before lilt 
January, 18701 will be allowed a pre-emption over their runs at 6s. 
an acre, but will not be allowed to purchase less than the whole 
run. 

Immigrants are allowed a period o.r twelYe mouths aft.er their 
arrival in the colony, for the selection of their lands, 
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Classes A ancZ B, above 1•ef er1•ecZ to: 
RENTAL OF PASTORAL LANDS, 

Immigrants possessed of adequate knowledge and means, will be 
allowed to hire 1,000 acres of Crown Lands, suited for pastoral o~­
onpation, at a yearly rental of ld. per acre, The land thus le_t will 
be distributed into two classes, of which one (Class A). will be 
nearer to the townships or settlements; and the other (Class B), 
more remote. 

Class .A will be let on annual license, renewable at the pleasure of 
the Colonial Government, from year to year. 

Class B will be let on lease for eight years, and both classes are 
subject to the conditions of actual occupation and stocking (the 
stocking referred to, will be required to be one sheep for every five 
acres, or one horned beast for every 25 acres), and the rent is to lie 
paid each year in advance. 

The above regulations apply to immigrants coming to Natal pro­
vided with land orders from the Colonial Land and Emigration 
Commissioner, and also from the Cape Colony, with land orders 
from any of the agents there; bL1t British subjects who may arrive 
from any other country in which there is no Emigration Agent for 
this colony, will likewise be entitled to the same privileges as those 
who are possessed of land orders, provided they comply with the 
foregoing established regulations, and apply for their grants within 
a period of three months from their arrival in the colony, 

As a rule it is better for an emigrant not to burden 
himself with over-many belongings. If furniture is 
brought, it should be light, strong and durable. Tools 
and implements too often prove unsuited to the country, 
ancl wants of this kind, as indeed of all descriptions, 
can be best supplied at the local stores and warehouses. 
If money is spent in this way, it will probably be spent 
to better purpose in the colony. 

This is a subject, however, concerning which much 
must be left to the particular circumstances of each in­
dividual. If an outfit be cheap, compact, and serviceable, 
it will not be regretted; if it be costly, cumbrous, and ill 
selected, it will prove but a burden . 

On reaching Natal the emigrants may have to pay 10s. 
per head for boating charges from the outer anchorage, 
should the vessel not cross the bar at once. 10s. 6d. has 
also to be paid on each gun barrel, and all guns have to 
be registered. No customs' duty is charged upon per­
sonal baggage, but a slight inspection has to be gone 
through. 

A lino of railway, two miles long, takes passengers up 
to Durban, where the emigrant can make his selection 
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from 01~0 or other of the many hotels :incl boarding­
houses m town, Tho rates nt these establishments range 
from 3s. to 7s. por diem. 

Immediately on arrival the emigrant should visit the 
I,?1migra1:ts' Aid Office, situated near tho Railway Sta­
t10n. This office has been established by public liberality 
and enterprise for the following purposes :-

The Immigrants' Aid Office is established for the purpose of 
fostering and encouraging Immigration to Natal by promoting the 
interests of Immigrants. 

The Office is constituted of subscribers throughout the Colony of 
Natal, under the presidency of the Mayor of Durban, 

The business of the Office "·ill be conducted by a Committee of 
Twelve Ri>sidents of Durban, under a Chairman, elected from them­
selves, with the assistance of a salaried Serretary. Six Committee­
men shall retire by lot annually. 

Annual subscribers will be entitled to one vote, at tlie election of 
the Committee, for each sum of One Guinea they may respectively 
:rnb~cribe. • 

The expenses of the Office will be defrayed from the Subscriptions 
of l\I embers. 

All services rendered by the Office to Immigrants will be rendered 
gratuitously. 

l\Iembers of Committee will be prohibited from influencing Immi­
grants in any transactions in Trade or Lund wherein such Committee .. 
men have any personal interest, and the Committee shall have power 
to eall on any of its l\lemhers for a statement and full explanation 
of any transaction between such Committeemen and any Immigrant, 
and to take such action with respect thereto as may seem just. 

The Office shall be open daily. 
An Extraordinary l\leeting of the Subscribers shall be convened 

whenever a requisition in that behalf, signed by Ten Subscribers, 
shall be lodged with the Secretarr, 

The Duties of the Office towards the Immigrants shall consist : 
( a,) In advising them as to their passage and outfit, and the cost 

thereof, and the probability of obtaining employment on their 
arrival in the Colony. 

(b.) In receiving them on their arrival, affording them all useful 
and necessary information, and advising them as to the best, 
cheapest, and most expeditious way of furthering the object '\l. 
of their immigration. 

(c,) In informing them where suitable accommodation may be 
obtained i2 Dmban, Pietermaritzburg, and other parts of the 
Colony, and the charges. 

(d.) In receivin_g and forwarding their letters, in communicating 
with their friends, and in rendering SllCh similar services as 
may be required by him. 

(e.) In communicating with Planters, Farmers, and other em­
ployers of labollr, with the view of procuring immetliate em­
ployment for Immigrants. 

(f.) In doing, such other matte1:s an<l t_hings, within t h~ purposes 
of the Office, as may from tuue to tune be fouml a IY1sable :md 
expedient, 
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The directors of this institution are presided over by 
the :Mayor for the time being, and consist of gentlemen 
of the first local standing. The emigrant is sure of dis­
interested advice and kindly serviceable aid on all points 
connected with his future operations. It is needless in 
fact to add more by way of advice as to his movements; 
all the information he can seek being obtainable so much 
more fully and precisely through this office. Although 
only established in February, 1871, a large number of 
new settlers have been provided with employment, or 
advised as to the choice of land, occupation, &c. 

In all colonies there aro a number of unscrupulous 
men on the look out for newcomers, and prepared to prey 
upon their ignorance and verdancy. Their specious re­
presentations and plausible proposals have shipwrecked 
many a young settler. Emigrants should listen with 
cautious ears to all such casual acquaintances, and depend 
more upon the counsel of experienced and influential 
men. The Immigrants' Aid Office is especially designed 
to save people from the danger of being misled or mis­
informed, and from its constitution, the interests of those 
who make use of its agency arc in the safest and best 
possible keeping. 

In our advertising pages will be found the London offices 
of banks represented in the colony, and through which 
money can be remitted, and financial operations conducted. 

The London offices of the London and South African 
Bank of British South Africa, and the London and 
Westminster Band, as agent for the Natal Bank, all 
transact business with this colony. 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

.FH01I NATAL TO THE DIAMO~D }1IELDS. 
( B !J Our Special Co1n1m:ss1·oner.) 

A SunnEN START.-To MARITZnURG.-EscouRT.-Co­
LExso.-TnE DRAKENSnEna.-ILrnnrs1nTn.-TrrE 
FLATS.-BETJILEHE}I.-TIIE DIAMOND FIELDS.­
LIFE THERE. 

The Start. 
rrhe telegram settled it, Sir. All the way from Natal 

to Bloemfontein for one hundred rixrlollars (£i IOs.) 
R 
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within a day and a half's reach of the modern Golconda. 
(I'm tired of El Dorado), was an opportunity not to be 
let slip by your alte1· ego, who's somewhat horse-in-the­
mill life necessitated change of scene, for health's sake. 
When it is added that the conveyance was an almost new 
Paarl-built Cape omnibus, drawn by eight mules, or, 
more correctly, by two horses and six muleEt, and the 
clriver, President Brand's coachman, it is surprising that 
I had only one fellow traveller, a young Hanoverian on 
his way from the Australian colonies to his brother who 
is Sheriff of the Winburg district in the Free State. A 
more comfortable conveyance and more careful "whip" 
could not be found, and our J ehu, Linder Herzenburg, 
added to his qualifications a disposition in every way civil 
and obliging. He had an assistant driver. If all this 
had been made properly known, and there had been time, 
I could have formed a little party for the trip, but it was 
after 3 p.m., on the 23rd May, before I could prepare, 
having only at ten o'clock that morning decided to start 
next dav. For an old stager, however, (albeit out of 
practice)little more than warm wraps and a Napier outfit­
a square of soap, and a toothbrush-are necessary there­
fore all the more easily got together. 

Leaving Durban. 
MAY 24, 1871.-LeavetheBerea toll bar, by Welch's bus, 

at 7 a.m., and reach Maritzburg at 5½ p.m. (54 miles). The 
weather being delightful and the company agreeable, the 
journey would be, were it not for the dust, which at timei 
is suffocating, all that could be desired. The number of 
wagons we met on the road with wool, skins, and produce 
is very great. 

To Mooi River. 
MAY 25.-Up betimes expecting to start at 7 a.m., but 

it is gunfire before we are fairly under way, up the old 
road over the Town hill. Our team having had a good 
rest after their journey down from Bloemfontein, seem 
fresh enough, and the day being as fine as could be de -
sired, we start in excellent spirits. An hour's toil brings 
us to the top of the hill, from which a good view is ob­
tained over the more circuitous Zwartkop valley road on 
the left. At 11.10 a.m. we pass Riet Spruit and rench 
Howick (67¼ miles from Durban) at 11.55 a.m., which is 
our first stage. The Umgeni being low and having so 
often viewed the Falls under more favourable aspects, we 
pass th@ time at Westray's comfortable hostelry, where 
our two drivers are introduced to the delights of the gal-
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vanic battery, which astonishes them somewhat. Leav,. 
ing Howick at 11.55 we notice on the right near the top 
of the hill a fine flock of sheep. The atmosphere being, as 
usual at this season, extremely hazy, the Karkloof and 
other ranges are only dimly seen. At 12.50 p.m. we are 
again on the road, and at 2.55 make our easy second 

-~, stao-e in the veldt. At 3.30 we inspan, and a quarter of 
an °hour after brings us to Hond Bosch Rand (30 miles 
from Durban), where Sergeant Curry has built an excel­
lent hotel. About 4.45 one of our two horses knocks-up 
and is unharnessed, apparently overdriven. He staggers 
and is led off the road on to the grass, where he falls and 
in less than five minutes dies. We tie his mate to one of 
the shaft mules, and at 6.50 p.m. reach ·whipp's at Mooi 
River (95 miles from Durban), one of the coldest spots in 
the colony, and to-night is no exception to the rule. The 
young May moon is very advantageous for travelling. 
The Mooi River is here crossed by a neat iron bridge. 
Sixteen years having elapsed since we last travelled this 
route, we can only lament the comparatively few changes 
noticeable in that long interval. Howick township has 
much improved, and with its little church, and home­
Bteads surrounded by trees, has a pleasing appearance 
contrasted with the dry grass, great patches of which, in­
deed, are already burnt off most of the way along the 
road. The present Hond Bosch Rand Hotel is five miles 
nearer Howick then Turton's was, the only trace of the 
letter being five gum trees, the only green thing there 
visible. Off the road, of course, there are many new set­
tlers, especially about Mooi River, but we see nothing of 
their farms. 

Estcourt. 
MAY 26.-We sta1·t at 8 a.m., at and 10.15 outspan at 

a spruit, where several kafirs ride past us on horseback, 
downward bound. At 11 a.m. we are again on the trek, 
and by 12.35 p.m, cross the substantial iron toll-bridge 
at Bushman's River, paying ls. 6d, toll (114 miles from 
Durban), Estcourt has much increased since we saw it 
last, and we here meet with several old friends. The 
worthy Resident Magistrate, our old friend, Mr. John 
~a?farl~~e, we regret to find confined to the house by 
md1spos1tion. Mr. Woods, of the excellent hotel at this 
place, appears to be doing a thriving business. The 
white Court house at a distance has a somewhat imposing 
appearance, and the new offices just built by Mr. Nick­
son will form a useful adjunct. We here attempt to 
supply the deficiency in our team, and Mter some delay 
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succeed in buying a couple of horses, a bay and a bluo. 
For tho former wo pay £7 Js., and for tho latter rriyo one 
of our mules and £3 10s. in e::i.sh, Our driver not speak­
ing a word of English our Duteh is in requisition, which, 
having lain dormant sinee 1856 (and then being principally 
eonfined to buying and selling) is of a most eomposito 
eharaeter, English, German, :French, nnd Kaiir ·words 
being oeeasionally interlarded. At 2.4J p.m. we leave 
Bushman's Rivor, and aro soon over the steop hill where 
the seenery begins to improve, tho rnad from Mooi River 
having been very monotonous. It has been too ha7,y for 
us to get a peep at the Drakeusborg, which hereabouts, 
in clear weather, shows its rugged peaks and de;:;eends 
in grassy spurs Natalwards. "\Ve soon reach the thorns, 
and by 5.25 p.m. outspan at hlaeduling's (Blauw Krant7,-
127 miles from Durban), where wo pass tho night in the 
wagon-we won't say sleep, for it is rather cold, and we 
were not exactly prepared, having expected to reach 
Oolenso, nine miles further on. 

Colen.so and Dodds'. 
MAY 27 .-It is 7 a.m. before we get off and 9 beforo 

we reach Oolenso (133 miles from Durban). There we 
breakfast at the British Hotel, where Captain Diekenson 
is very attentive to travellers, all(l is the mo:-:t gentlemanly 
landlord on the rnad, having served some years with his 
regiment in India. We take some personal interest in 
this clistriet, which was the one we selected on first com­
ing to tho eolony,19 years ago, and where we had a 
thriving business, having purchased the only house then 
at the drift, now clown. It is to us the township was in­
debted for its namo (Oolenso ), given when the Bishop of 
Natal first eamo to the eolony, before his fame beeame 
word-wide. At 10.15 a.m. we leave again, find tho drift 
easily fordiable, and soon reaeh the Kliphoekte, on the 
high road to Laclismith and Overberg, whose stony 
roughness reminds us of old days, when we employed a 
gang of Makkatees to mako its passage at all ~asy fo_r 
wagons. At 2.15 p.m. Dodds' excellent Hotel (Klipspnut 
-453 miles from Durban) is reached, where Mrs. Dodds 
(Mr. D. being at the cliam?nd fields) makes us quit~ at 
home. At 3.50 p.m. wo agam start and eventually bnng 
up for tho night at Mrs. Dovoy's, Snndspruit, (formerly 
Dodds'-171 miles from Durban). It is now 7 p.m. and 
very cold. 

The Drakensberg. 
MAY 28.-Thus far tho weather has been loYoly, the 

dust the only drawback. On rising this morning there is 
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a cohl breeze from the mountains, which freshens by the 
time we inspan, at 7 15 a.m., increasing as we ascencl to 
the Berg, until at Smidt's Goocl Hope, (175 miles from 
Durban) it becomes half a gale, not only the clust but 
small pebbles being driven into om· face. This, the last 
house in Natal, we reach at 8.:30, and enjoy a capital 
breakfast. Mr. Fyvic, Inspector of Roads, is here, and 
this reminds us how agreeably surprised we have been to 
find the Natal roads in such excellent order all tho way 
through. ·we have only had to use the riem-chain twice. 
The trap has no other break. At 10.30 a.m. we lcn:re 
Good Hope and anon fincl ourselves ascending the Van 
Rencn pass of the famous Drakensberg, when we dis­
mount ancl follow our trap tho whole way on foot, rucle 
Boreas pom·ing on us, out of the ravines to our left, the 
rudest blasts we have felt this many a clay. The cold 
too, is intense, but we enjoy the splenclicl view as much 
as the haze will permit, and though we have occasionally 
to cry "bellows-to-mend," reach the top in perfect easo 
and safety. Trees are found growing in the ravines quite 
to the top of the Berg, where we take a last lingering look 
at our beloved Natal, and at 12 a.m. rejoin our conve-y­
ance, which is now in the Free State, (say 181 miles from 
Durban). 

The roacl up the much malignecl Drakensberg is now 
in splendid order, without really one steep pull. We have 
no hesitation in pronouncing it as little cliffi.cult to ascend 
as the olcl Town-hill at Maritzburg. As easy, we were 
going to say, but that, as most people know, won't apply 
to travelling in this part of South Africa. The last home­
steads in sight as you approach the confines of Natal are 
those of Mr. Van Renen (an intelligent member of the 
Free State Volksraad), Mr. Boast (son, probably, of one 
of the original York settlers), ancl Mr. Piet du Plessis, 
Jan's son, formerly of Blue Bell Farm, near Oolenso. 
There are Laclismith, Newcastle ancl many old friends 
scattered about we would gladly have looked up hacl time 
permitted. The district is undoubtedly one of the best 
in the colony for general farming operations, ancl, with a 
large and thriving community. As yet, it seems as if 
the settlers object to be in the clirection of the trunk 
road of the colony, or that the direction of the roacl ob­
jects to passing very near the homesteads, so few are visi­
ble as you chive along. The consequence is that travel­
lers can form no estimate of the progress that we know is 
being made, a:1-cl might with truth sa:y that the county 
could not possibly haye a more appropnate name than it 
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hai-:, viz., "Klip" (stoney), as, with.rm·e exceptions, tho 
011 ly cl'ops visiblo from the road are crops of stones. In 
places the veldt is still fair, whil:.;t tho cattle, horses nn1l 
s~ieep, as nsual, look sleek. Altogether, tho latter por­
tion of tho journey through Natal is strikingly pic­
turosquo, hill and dale following one anothor in rapid 
succossion, hemmed in by immense mountain ranges of 
most fanciful shapes, affonling mnplo scope for reflection. 
~ho winding course of the road, now scarped out of tho 
side of some hill, and anon intersecting the valleys, as 
seen by the aid of the setting sun, yields light and shades 
that would have delighted the heart of a Turner; whilst 
the more sober plains arrest the eye, and would haye ex­
cited a ,v ouvennann. Then, when the bright young May 
moon lights up the scene, followed by '' darkness viRible," 
the grass fires glare as it wore from a thousand hills, and 
the contrast is yery striking. llicling thus along in the 
cold, silent night, tho mind ever active, how thought suc­
ceeds thought-thoughts of the past, the present, and of 
the future-pass on with rapidity unknown to sober, 
every-day, common-place life. In this age of progress is 
there no inventiye genius who can perfect a composing 
machine, by means of which thoughts can be committed 
to paper? In jolll'neying thus by night it has often oc­
curred to us it might be accomplished. If, instead of being 
strotehed on poles, an electric 11rire be coiled within a 
reasonable compass, and be arranged so as to mark narrow 
strips of paper as in use at the telegraph offices, the thing 
could be perfected. Wo make a present of the idea, being 
satisfied that thero is really something in it. If the 
electrical arrangement can be dispensod with, and simple 
springs be substituted, it would, of course be all' the bet­
ter. 

Looking Back. 
Near Sunday's River we passed Coward's wagons, with 

an iron punt and a boat for the Vaal River. In the dis­
tance the wagon containing the punt (which latter was 
bottom up) looked like a travelling store, having on top 
a tented cover, with steps up behind. The intention is 
to build a wooden bridge on the iron punt, and thus ob­
tain a largo carrying capacity. A glance down on Natal 
:ind along the magnificent Drakensberg range, with its 
Mount of Sources (Giant's Castle) 10,000 feet in height, 
does more than aught could to convince the mind of the 
vast upheavals of tho earth, and the inundations by suc­
cossiye and tromenclous floocls which hayo occurrerl. On 

" 
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tho one ho.nd yon have tho high tablelancl of the Free 
State, broken off abruptly in places into deep chasms and 
sheer precipices, oft~n like a ':all, occasionally woode~­
truly a mao•nificent sight, with numerous mtervenmg 
grassy slop;s or spurs descending at right angles into 
N atnl. It is as if in ages gono bye Natal had been one 
huge inland sea, of which the Berg formed tho banks. 
Once on the top, the contrast between- the almost dead 
level of the Free State aud the broken country stretehing 
away at your feet as far as the eye can reach, is most 
strikin~·· Another noticeable thing is the clearness of the 
atmosphere above, and its haziness below, which more 01· 
less always exist. But for this haze the scene would be 
still more enchanting. 

In the Free State. 
May 28th.-The road by Yan Renen's, about 5500 feet 

above sea level, after leaving the Natal boundary, soon 
after crossing the Berg, is as lovel as a bowling green•, 
tlll'f-like, and in fine order at this season. All the grass 
having been newly burnt off gives the country a very 
sombre appearance. The eourse to Ha1Tismith at first is 
a little west of north, shortly tm·ns to west, and skirts 
the rugged outline of the Drakensberg on the left, through 
which an occasional peep is still to be had into N" atal. 
Our first outspan is at 1 p.m., on undulating ground, 
having in view Van Rensberg's kop, a tortoise-shaped 
mountain, Platteberg, and to the right of Platteberg, a. 
smaller lion-shaped eminence. Tho tout ensemble as seen 
from this spot is very striking-hills, dales, and flats 
f~rming a grand amphitheatre. Shortly before outspan­
mng, we pass the stones marking the graves of th& 
family of the Pretorius', who were at this spot attacked 
and killed by the J3a.sutos in the war of 1865-6. 

At l ·46 p.m. we inspanned, and found the road good 
until Sterkspruit is reached-rather a bad drift. At 3·115 
p.m., reached ,Vilge River (which, though not a wide 
stream, often causes detention to wagons in the rainy 
season) and outspan at Munger's new accommodation 
house on the Natal side (195 m1lcs from Durban), leaving 
again at four. The drift has been considerably improved, 
but is still too steep to make the pull out pleasant. Platta­
berg appears as if almost close in front of us, but Harri­
smith lyin~ on tho opposite side, it has to be rounded, 
and a ted10us round A is, occupying until G·lO p.m., 
when we pull up .at Sp1lsbury's hotel (207 miles from 
Durbcm). The drift, and mud holes in places, are yery 
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b[l,d a:U t~e way; _a ~-oad _Party,. howove~·, 1iaitl fol' hy 
Harnsm1th subscr1pt10ns, rn puttmg them m bett,~r ordr-r. 
"\Ve s~w nothing in Natal so bad a,; tlrn:;o places aro. It 
snrpnses us to learn that lrnfir labour in this district is tiO 

difficult to obtain, and that people mainlv de1)ornl on 
Nittal for their supply. " 

Harrismi th. 
1Iay 29th.-At Ilarrismith-rcsted all clay. The town-

11hip consists prinoipn.lly of one long street, and contain-: 
ttbout one hundred houses-some nice residences, but 
many of them in a dilapidated condition. There :.11 e 
several places of business here, which Glrive a good h·ade 
in wool and skins, Durban being their 011tlet. It has tlrn 
usual Dutch Church, Court House, nfarket Square, and 
water furrows. It has boon blowing most of the day, anrl 
to night inky black clouds surge up from the eastward, 
with a little rain. It is also bitterly cold. Ilaving 
several friends here, the time does not at all hang heavily. 
Hear there are footpads abroad in the neighbourhood 
who have eased seme travellers of their loose cash. 
Pleasant, but wrong (if true), seeing we left home with­
out a firearm or other means of defence of any kind. 
Remember reading somewhere oft.he snap of a pipe case 
having stoed somebody somewhere in good stead on some 
occasion m· other. Happy thought. Having one that 
gives a loud report, resol,e te try it if opportunity 
arises, and test its usefulness in that line. 

Amongst the Antelopes on the Plains. 
l\fay 30th.-At 6·49 a.m. -we leave. Clouds, mackerel 

sky, air cold. Take the left hand road to Bethlehem. 
There is another road straight on by Bowes' drift at the 
lower encl of the town-the better, perhaps, of the two in 
summer. At 8·45 a.m., outspan, after crossing a stream, 
where we have our first evidence of game. Whilst here, 
Mr. and Mi:s. Clark come up in their travelling ox wagon 
( a kafir servant leading their loese horses) and a.ft.er a 
pleasant chat, proceed on their -way to Harrismith. They 
had left Zuringkrantz the clay previous, and outsranned 
for the night at Eland's River. At !J.30. a.m., mspan 
and soon afterwards come upon our first game-four 
blesbuoks and a dozen spring bucks. At 11.20 rLm. we 
cross Eland's river (21 miles from Harrismith), by a very 
nasty sandy drift, wi.th bank~ twenty _feet steep, and nt 
12·35 outspan. "\Ve had prev10usly not10ed a wagon out­
spR.nned, towards which a whitema.n with n. gun -wns 
making, accompa.nied by two clogs. Answgcls ancl crows 

' ' 
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here in O"reat abunclanee, denoting slaughter among the 
gamo, if which we are now in the thick. On the ":ay 
this mornin()" we idercepted about 1000 bucks crossmg 
tho roacl within shooting clistaneo, in single file-a very 
pretty si()"ht They appeared as if about to eharge clown 
upon us~but on seeing the trap, wheeled ~udclenly 1:ound, 
first at a trot, then going off at full swing. While _we 
are outspanned, there are numerous_ blesbncks grazmg 
quiotly all around us at eomparatively' close ranges. 
Fnrther away the veldt is literally thiek with wilclebeesto 
(gnus). The springbueks are especially fleet, ancl diffi­
eult to get at, the blesbuck ancl gnus not so mueh so. Tho 
gnu may be described as of a tawny blaekish eolour, about 
the size of a donkey, a head large in proportion to the 
body, mane of long bristly hair, horns bent like those of 
the 'buffalo, only smaller. At first sight the animal has 
n, formidable look. The bulls generally separato a little 
from the herd, for which on being disturbed, they make; 
it is therefore best, unless you can get near enough for a 
broadside, to walk aside a little in advanee on the lino 
they will have to pass to regain the herd. We had many 
ohances of a shot from the box seat, but on foot never 
succeeded, with the timo at our disposal, in getting any­
where ·within rango. In galloping up a slight ascent we 
have often come suddenly on large herds of bucks before 
they were aware of our proximity. At l ·15 p.m. in­
spanned agttin, our friends the blesbucks still in com­
pany, their "weather eye" on us no doubt-probably 
scouts. At 3·10 p.m. passed two wagons outspanned 
near swampy ground, and, what looked in the clistanco 
like a hovel; business game slaughterers very likely, for 
in this district many of the boers have no other ostensible 
means of existenee. In fact, in a couple more years they 
will scarcely have left a wildebeeste alive, if destruction 
goos on at the rate it is now doing. Perhaps after all it 
may not be an unmi.."'l:ecl evil when the game is annihi­
lated, for then these men must turn to some other in­
dustry. Some of them off tho road on the game flats, 
lower down a little than whero we now are, live in great 
wretehedness, in miserable hartebeeste huts perhaps. If 
you off-saddle at their places and want food, the chances 
are you aro given wilclebeesto flesh. Ask for bread, thoy 
havo none; mealies or corn, none; salt, nono. In a 
word, game flesh is as potatoes wore in Ireland, the sole 
relianco of tho district, and producing not dissimilar 
effeets. To sneh an extent is this tho case, that wo be­
lieve many of them draw from storekeepers the necessa-
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ries of life in advance, to be paid for in skins, to obtain 
which they have to shoot the animals before they can 
deliver them. 3.50 p.m. farmsteads, cattle, and cultivation 
on right hand side-country more broken, and a road here 
at right angles to us, right ancl left. A flock of sheep 
ancl goats, without any herd, are making their evening 
track homewards. A young man on horseback accom­
panied by two dogs in the opposite direction. The same 
remarks as previously made in passing through Natal, 
applies to this portion of the Free State-the farmsteads;; 
and the roads avoid each other. Even where houses are, 
cultivated ground is very limited in extent. The grass 
in the Free State we notice, is very different to our own, 
being much shorter, and growing in tufts, a great deal 
being of a reel, curly description. The country is new to 
us, or travelling would be very monotonous ; immense 
rolling plains; not a house, tree, or other sign of civi­
lization ; not even a kafir hut-such a contrast to Natal­
for hour after hour; and the mountains days ahead or 
away altogether from the trunk road, whichis very good 
a,nd seems generally to run across the centre of the plains. 
4·50 p.m., outspan-farmstead on our left, some distance 
off. At 5·20 inspan, and a quarter of an hour later it 
rains; progress but slow, one of the mules showing evi­
dent symptoms of distress, He is unharnessed and tied 
with his mate to the two wheelers. About 6·30 he gives 
out and drops, when we outspan, and the poor brute is 
soon dead. The rain falling fast, we make all snug for 
the night, being not far from Leibenberg's vlei, formerly 
Hiscock's, somewhere near where the new Olivier':s 
Hoek road branches off to the left. At Harrismith it 
was very amusing to hear the discussion on the relative 
merits of the two routes. The Bethlehemites stoutly 
contendino- for the superiority of the Hoek road, and the 
Harrismithonians the contrary. Having only travelled 
the one, we are unable to judge between them. Rain 
through the earlier part of the night, :md very cold. 

Bethlehem. 
May 21.-:M:orning fine. At 7·10 a.m. left Leiben­

berg's vlei, the very worst drift we have yet seen, in cros­
sing which great care is required, the drop being several 
feet from the bank into a perfect bog, at a considerable 
an~le. The wonder is our polo did not snap off short. 
This stream ancl Eland's river last named, are in wet 
weather occasionally impassable for a few days on a 
stretch but soon run down. Arrived at Bethlehem nt 
8·10 a.~., where we did ample justice to a yery excellent 
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breakfast at Boyce's hosteh•y, The oxen have been 
dyinD' here lately in large numbers, partly from a new 
d1sea~e apparently, partly from eating the poisonous 
tulip, whieh is here more plentiful than pleasant, The 
curious thing is that will:1e in flower t_he plan~ appe~rs 
innocuous. Bethlehem 1s a small trading stat10n which 
was mueh exposed to attacks from the Basutos during 
the war, from the effects of which it has not reeovered. 
Mr. J, Peel has a store here. Horse stealing is very 
prevalent, and the town has the reputation of possessing 
several white inhabitants without any visible means of 
honest subsistence. Yet they live,· and that well. 

From the number of ruins about the town, its 
name might be now aptly changed to Nineveh. 
There are a good number of well-to-do farmers 
in the neighbourhood. In a stroll by the river side we 
notice some moss and heather-like plants, which forcibly 
recall one's native moors, and involuntarily one's thoughts 
speculate on the ehances of ever re-visiting the home of 
our youth. Simple as such eireumstanees are, what 
memories they awaken !-taking the mind back to happy 
days, gone for ever. Who, at some juncture sueh as this, 
but has had a whole life pass under review in a few mo­
ments' space of time, as it were, like a dream? Happy 
he to whom the past reealls no regrets. 11 ·5 a.m leave 
Bethlehem, whieh is surrotmded by heights and distant 
pioturesque mountains. 1 p.m., a farmstead and orehard 
on left; pass two Boer wagons, accompanied by mares, 
horses and cattle. l ·50 p.m.-Outspan after crossing 
spruit, on the banks of whieh are resting two white men, 
quietly smoking, their rolled blankets, and other swag, 
by their side. Walking baek to them, we learn they are 
on their way from :M:aritzburg to the Diamond Fields, on 
foot the whole distanee (400 miles). At night they take 
shelter, when they are able, at the farmhouses nearest 
the line of road. 2·30 p.m.-Inspan, just before which 
we went down to the stream to see a wagon cross that we 
had passed on the road, in which was an unproteeted 
female. Seated inside near the front, she had lying 
across her knee a gun, no doubt loaded, ready for any 
emergeney. The two men already referred to having al­
ready trudged on ahead of us, it is not flattering to think 
that our own apparition on the banks of the stream should 
lead to such a hostile display. vVe said nothing, how­
ever, but, like the sailor's parrot, perhaps, thought a 
good deal nevertheless. It may be that the Harrismith ru­
mour of footpads being abroad had reached that female, 
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and macle her suspicious. \\re only hope we shall bear 
her no.malice. About 4 p.m. we rather abruptly round 
~ome hills 1 Kailrland at our backs, and appear as if leav­
mg the direct road, now turning to the right in a sandy 
tane. Soon we reach a drift. (which has evidently been 
improved), on the bank whereof is stuck tho lid of a ~ 
red (Goneva) case, on which is writton "toll." Stand-
ing at the door of a house near bye, on tho left, are a 
ma?- and woman, who watch us pass but make no sign. 
Neither, however, do w~. The man deserves a shilling 
from passers-bye for ±he improvement he has here effected, 
but of comse it is optional with travellers, as the Free 
State has not adopted tolls, the roads and drifts being al-
lowed to take care of themselves. Far be it from us to 
suggest any such imposition-tolls, we mean. 4·40 p.m. 
-Hiscock's, Sand River (245 miles from Durban), where 
we are to remain for the night. The hotel here is kept 
by a son of the late Jno. Iliscock, formerly of Natal, who 
established himself first at Liebenberg's Yley. We are 
made very comfortable, but fear the present incumbent is 
not long for this world, poor fellow ! 

FROM BLOEMFONTEIN TO THE FIELDS.-FROST.­
FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF DUTOITSPAN.-DIGGING 
DESCRIBED.-OLD NATALIANS, &c. 

Arrived at Adamanta. 
Left Bloemfontein by post-cart, on Thursday, the 8th 

June, at 3·15 p.m. Pleasant ride to Wolf's house-a 
four hour·s' drive-and proceeded in the dark after an 
hour's stay and a cup of coffee. Night bitterly cold, with 
frost. As the mules would not keep the road, we had to 
wait (without outspanning) for the moon to rise. About 
three next morning we reached Vandermerwe's, and out­
spanned-leaving again a little before SL"'{ o'clock. Cold 
(in the cart all the timo; no bed) intense, and moustaches 
were small icicles. At 8 a.m. reached Boshoff (i2 miles), 
leaving again at 10. About 11, outspanned at Cornelius 
Ooetze's for an hour, and then struck across country. 
l ·30 we reached Piet Swart's, and at 2·10 p.m. outspanned 

. at Krege's dam for a quartor of an hour or so. Passed 
through the most volcanic gorge8 I ever saw. Shortly 
before four got our first view of the now famous Dntoits­
pan, Bnltfonte-in, and Alexanclerfontoin Diamond Fields, 
which, from this point, look liko a stretrh of tents, at 
least a mile in length, glistening vory prettily in the suu­
o;hine, on tho sides of a gentle slope. At 5 p.m. we droye 



205 

into Canvass Town, passing a section of_pits (Dutoitsp_a~) 
and turninoo a corner, ptlllecl up at Benmng and Martm s 
large hoteC which floats the largest Union Jack on the 
Fields, looking on to the Market Square. On the _01~po­
site side is the celcbratccl Parker's hotel, and two b1llrnrd 
rooms. Re flaunts the star-spangled banner, whilst next 

... door, the Prussian Eagle flutters in the breeze. Dis­
mounting, we entered the bar, and in answer to om· en­
quiry whother we could be accommod::tted, are told: "Yes, 
we can gfre you a good feed, and a shake clown up there 
[the iron supports to the iron roof]; our place is not fur­
nished yet, and om· bedsteads have not arrived." We 
soon, however, managed to get into the good graces of 
Mr. Martin, who kincliJ gave his own bed to us-a re-• 
markable instanco of good favour which we heartily ap­
preciate. The hotel is under a large galvanized iron roof, 
and, when completed, will contain bar, parlo1us, and 
dining saloon-the bed-rooms opening into the latter as 
on some of the steamers, and as comfortable quarters as 
need be desired. We can confidently recommend this 
hotel to anyone visiting the Fields. Raving still an hour's 
daylight, we took a stroll through this wonderful canvass 
city, of, say, a month's growth. I find it a difficulty in 
attempting to convey to the reader my first impressions. 
What struck me most was the number of females and 
children. To understand the place it must be seen, but 
I will give the best reflection of it. Strolling across the 
Market Square, I reached a dam where people are taking 
water cul libitwn. These Llams are vleis banked round 
and protected by rnbble stones. Observing a stream of 
men, women and chilclron descending from the pits on 
the rising ground before us, with picks, shovels and sifters, 
wo ascended, and found ourselves in the midst of the 
Ifoltfontcin and Alexanderfontein mines. This we did 
not know until afterwards, for to us these two fields and 
Dntoitspan appear to form 0110 vast camp, so little ar@ 
thoy defined. 

First Impressions.-A Dig. 
Next morning ·we were out with the sun, and bv break­

fast time, 9 a.m., had traversed Dntoitspan proper, aml 
noted the work in progress. It is tmly wonderful, ancl 
the wonder iH the simplicity of the thing. In the midst 
of and closo to 1rn, wo i-;cc in bctwoon thousands of wagons, 
tents, Cape carts, canvas, wood, and oven burnt brick 
n·cct~ons, tlmt the work of diamornl finding is being­
stoachly purs~10cl. Lot us follow the process throughout 
,, 1th the remmcler that the work is diametrically difl'ereHt 

s 
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to that pursuecl nt Pniel, Hebron, and the older fields. 
There the gravel has te be carted te the river bank to be 
washed. Here ne carts are ompleyed there being ne 
river, and water in the dams is scarce, se much so, that 
in less than two menths they will be clriecl up. vVells, 
howeyer, are being sunk. All that are censidcrccl the 
best claims have been taken up, ancl I estimate there are ,. 
at the present time of writing, 8000 men, wemen, and 
children, on the three farms. Having paid yeur first 
menth's license in advance (10s. per month) you are en­
titled te make eut your claim, the dimensions being 30 
feet by 10 feet. ·with your pick yen run your lines, and 
in each cerner place a weoclen peg. It was in this eper-
ation that Mr. Tebin turned eut with his pick twe dia­
mencls ! Having thus caught your haro, you remove te 
one side the reel sand (Berea like) but. alluvial, surface, 
keeping a sharp leek out for what may turn up. The 
best plan, it seemed te me, waste clear the surface fer 10 
feet forward and so en, leaving terraces in order the more 
easily te threw up the stuff. You very soen have te 
begin work with the pick. Having bottomed yem first 
shaft, the steps are broken dewn in succcssien. Bucket-
ing is the most expeditious oporatien. You seen reach 
the lime formation ( in which a few cliamencls are e btained, 
perhaps) varying from nine inches to three foet in depth, 
and if it prevo shaley, many will not go on, so rarely 
docs that subsoil yield any result worth the treuble. The 
richest finds have been where the lime rests on a stiffish, 
red, clayey subsoil, in which the diamonds are embedded. 
In general, hewever, the lime lies on a greenish, crumbly, 
sulphm·eus, ashey substance, with mica intimately inter­
mixed, where the mest diamonds have been fennel. In 
some cases the subsoil is interspersed with veins of a 
flakey substance, ofa darker celour and crumbly, as well 
as a lighter coloured substance ef the nature ef soap stone 
somewhat, enly it breaks out crumbly too. Before send- -~ 
ing up your stuff take care to break it up well and turn 
it o,er (in the way masons break up lime) lest yeu miss 
the small diamends, which, by the way, often are lost to 
sight, and were there any Ohincse en the fields, the tail-
ing for these would preve a payable field te them. These 
tailings are now greatly in the way of werking. On the 
surface the sifting takes place, which is dene according 
to the fancy of the miner, the sieves varying from the 
round corn sieve, to square, oblong, and ceffee roaster 
shape, commenly termed cylinders, en the fields. Two 
upright stakes aro fixed in the ground, te which one enrl 
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of the sievo is loosely seclU'ed by rope 01· reims, the_ sievo 
being swung by the hand. In some eases I nofaeeu. a 
double sieve, which performs double duty by one move­
ment of the hands. The larger diamonds, as n matter of 
course are cleteeted in this proeess, the debris being plaeod 
on the' small tables, whieh also vary aceording to taste, 

.J say from a kitehen ~lresser to an o:·clinary i:·on plate. So?J-e 
sit on a stool or eha1r, others reclrne to this work, wh10h 
is ealled sorting, and simply requires a quick eye. The 
gentler sex are the best experts. 

Imagine yomself then, gentle reader, seated al fresco 
at your own dining-room table " groaning " under 
"gravel" (the table, not the operator), instead of" replete 
with every delieacy of the season" "seraper" in hand, 
"spectaele~ on nose" (if near sighted), goggles if a windy 
clay. Your "mate" or it may be your "intelligent 
Zulu," keeps yom table supplied, and you patiently sort 
away. Sorting is simply drawing the gravel towards you 
on the table, and seraping it off on to the ground. The 
" seraper" may be of any material, about sL.....: inches long 
by about three inehes broad. Light iron predominates, 
some, howe-ver, use wood, and I have seen a yoke-skey 
used. On some tables I notieecl also a beater or rather 
erusher for breaking up the lumps, about the size of a, 
large hand-scrubbing bmsh. Happy is the man if by 
noon, say, he has found a stone of anything over a carat, 
as was the ease with a friend at whose table I squatted a 
long time without any result. Adjourning for lunch to 
another friend's tent elose by, friend No. 1 soon rejoined 
us with a very niee little stone that had turned up soon 
after I left. 

Local Aspects. 
Being Saturday, and a half holiday, the busy bees eome 

out of their holes, and many devoted the rest of the day 
to attending the auetion sales whieh are held at Dutoits-

1r ~an; no less tha?- four nights of the h::i;mmer being busy 
from 2 p.m. until dusk. Mr. Rothsehllcl (formerly with 
Mos~rs. Eseom)Je, Gladstone & Co.)_ is a veritable "George 
~obm~ of auction r~nown." Auetion sales ~re something 
like diamond huntrng, a lottery-some articles fetchino• 
long figures, others going at " an alarming saerifice.i;:i 
But, to revert to our mutton,-the miner8, rathcr-thouo-h 
my friend, Mr. Riley, oflarge Califomian, Moxiean, a~d 
other minin_g oxporicnee, (o~· whom more anon), objoets 
to my applymg tho word "mmes." alloging they are not 
and that there is no cliamoncl-miniug in the worlcl-th~ 
process simply being that of'' digging." The most striking 
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foature iu one's rounds is tho number of fair daughters of 
Eve and children one sees busily at work. On tho line 
of road you meet m.an an~ wife, he with pick on shoulder, 
on the wn,y to then· claim. At yonder tablo sit mother 
n,ncl daus-htcr ; at another, brother and sister, or it may 
be t:''O sisters, aged, perhaps, ten to twolve years, busy 
s?rhng away. In some instanees (Boers) father, mother, 
~~ster and brother may be seen earnestly scanning their 
pile of gravel. By 2 p.m. I had completed the round of 
tho threo fields, and foar much loss of precious timo to 
tho :miners (whom I. always. found reacly to give me an 
audienco and impart mformation) has been debited to my 
account. Some aro too intent on their work to take heed 
of passers-bye; others, on the contrary, are glad to chat 
the while. The number of Doer familios is striking, yet, 
being ~n thoir own country, I clo not know why it should 
so stnke me. They koep a good deal together at tho 
mines, but a less exclusive community could not be found 
on the surfaco of the globe. A lucky fin cl, no matter by 
whom, is lustily cheered by all within hail. Descendants 
of peers and peasants here jostlo onch other in the mcst 
matter of fact manner coneeivable. At Dutoitspan, you 
have your Dutch quarter, and Natal Street definitely 
known, tho Cape Colonists and others being mixerl "pro­
miscuous like." 

De Beer's. 
What preeccles relates only to the Pan and Fontein 

fields. Yesterday morning I walkod 0vcr to my son's 
party's tent, at De Beer's two miles from Dutoitspan, 
but adjoining Bultfontcin, from which I now write. 
Hitherto it (writing) has been performed under difficulties, 
as you will perceivo by the scrapes in black and coloured 
pencils and ink, and in haste, and sometimes ami<lst no 
encl of talk, diamonds as a rule, being the topic, inter­
larded with warm discussions n,s to the relative merits of 
the Cape Colony. After dinner off roast mutton (3d. W 
tb, brought to your tent in a cart l most things are moder­
ate prices) we took a stroll, looking in on Capt. Harford, 
who has a very comfortablo camp, and showed us tho 
three small diamonds that had fallen to his lot. Tho '' big 
diamond" ei-ei·ybocly -is looldng .(01· (a second Koh-i-noor) 
is still to eome. Met, also, Mr. Deas n,nd Lieut. Camp­
bell, who has a fino camp noar Major Dartn~ll's, and 

. other Natal friends. Mr. 0. 's wagon represonts six rooms, 
by a canvas arrangement, a -rery ~xcellei;.t plan. De 
Beer's was opened tho first week m Apnl, and up to 
Saturday ln,st has turned out n, far better n:rornge of stones 

.. 
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-brge ones especially-than the othor adjoining mines. 
:My statistics, as yet, mnst be taken as approximate, for 
no two pooplo you moet agree. I Jl:U:'>t g9 to head­
quarters to-clay, ancl ondeavolll' to oh01t rehablo data. 
My present enlculntion is, that the average finds to eaeh 
man here last week wore far in excess of that elsowhero. 
De -Beer's is l)loasan tly situateJ on a raised plateau, ancl 
studded with- camel thorn, whieh makes it far pleasanter 
than the larger places, ospeeially as at present probably 
there are not over 500 people. Onr camp is very simple, 
consisting of three tents ancl a wagon, enclosed by a thorn 
fence, whieh we enjoy immensely. Not a word about the 
digging yet; that has to eome, ancl may darken the roseate 
hue everything, so far, bears. About eleven last night 
one of our party eame in reporting that ono Best hacl 
made good finds just across De Beer's line, on Bnltfon­
tein-a new spot. This morning early we prospected, 
and, liking the appearance, marked out four claims. Had 
breakfast, and walked over to the Ilopetown Company':; 
office at Bultfontein (2½ miles)-Webb and Co.'s-who 
bought the farm, whero we paid los for eaeh lieenee ancl 
6cl eaeh for registration, signed the Diggors' Rulos, and 
so took part in 

A New Rush, 
for whilst we were pegging out onr claim, loacle of fel­
lows followed suit. As I find the post is closing, I must 
defer my conclusions on the position of affairs to a future 
oppertunity, I may start to-clay for Pniel. The thing 
just amounts to this: No one without fixed employment, 
yet having money enough to keep him for twelve months, 
and to earry him baek, neod hesitate. Of course it is a 
huge lottery, the prizes rare, but most get something 
and, at all events, the work is light, the climate healthy, 
and, to me at any rate, the life most enjoyable. How 
many there are in England, with £300 to £500 to spare, 
who would bo delighted with the trip? 

The following is Mr. Vause's corrected time table 
from Durban to Bloemfontein:-
1871-1\Iay HOURS, 
24 From Durban to l\faritzbnrg ...... ...... ............ ... 8·30 

26 { ,, Maritzburg to Rietspruit ........................ 2·15} 
,, Rietspruit to Howick.............................. ·46 
,, Howick to Curry'd .. .... ...... .. .... ...... ... .. .... 2·20 
,, Curry's to !IIooi River ... ............ ............ 3· 

26 ,, J\looi River to JJusbman's lliver............... 3·50 
,, Bushman's River to .Blanuwkrnntz ........ ,... 2·40 

:r.nLE/1• 
5-1 

13½ 
12 
16 
19 
13 
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1871-1\Iay nouns. MILES. 
27 ,, Blanuwkrnntz to Colenso ....... ............... 2· 9 

,, Colenso to Dodd's (Klipspruit) ............... 4' 17 
,, Dodd's to Snndspruit ..................... ......... 3 10 18 

28 ,, 8nndspruit to Good Hope........................ 1.115 4 
,, Good Hope to summit of Drakensberg...... 1 ·46} 20 ,, Drakensberg to Munger's, (Wilge River)... 2·14 
,, Munger's to Harrismith ........................ 2·10 12 

30 ,, IInrrismith to Eland's River ............... ... 3·46} 
45 ,, Rland's Rh 1er to near Liebenberg's Vley ... 4·46 

31 ,, Liebenberg's Vley to Bethlehem............... 1• 
, Bethlehem to Hiscock's (Sand River) ... ... 4·55 

June' 
l ,, I-Iiscock's to Zuringkrantz .................... . 

,, Zuringkrantz to Du Preez's ................... .. 
2 - ,, Du Preez's to Win burg .......................... . 
8 ,, Win burg to Klein Vet River ................ .. 

,, Klein Vet River to Groot Vet River ....... .. 
,, Groot Vet River to Lombaard's ............. .. 
,, Lombaard's to 'Jrobler's ..................... . 
,, Grobler's to Dr. Krause's ...................... .. 
,, Dr. Krause's to l\foddPr River ................ .. 
,, Modder River to Rhenoster Spruit .......... .. 
,, Rhenoster Spruit to TIJoemfontein ........... . 

5 
20 

8 
81 
21 

81-2-5 397½ 
Bloemfontoin 1s 

toitspan. 
miles or a clay's clrive from Du-

THE GREA.T CA.MP AT COLESBERG KOP. 

( By {t JJigger.) 
DECEMBER, 1871. 

New Rush or Colesberg Kop is situated on the farm 
"Vooruitzicht," commonly called "De Beer's," and is 
about three-quarters of a mile westward of De Beer's 
Kopje, and two ancl a half miles north-westward of 
Dutoitspan. 

'When this famous field was " rushed" in August, 
1871, upwarcls of 1000 claims were markecl out, some of 
which were abandoned, being beyoncl the reef; [and even 
many of tho claims on the western side of the kopje, 
because of the paucity of finds, have sinco been abandoned] 
Between 600 ancl 700 claims are being worked at the 
present time, many of which are clivicled into halves, 
quarters, ancl eighths, and somo into minutor divisions. 
Taking the number of workablo clnims at 700, and the 
number of workmen to each claim at 10, we get 7000 ns 
the number of diggers-whites and blacks-on this field. 

... 
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No field has yielded diamonds in greater quantities 
than Coles berg Kop. Already. thousands of gems have 
been unearthed; and, new as this field is, many individual 
diggers have found 1 not their twos, fours, or ~ens,. but 
their hund.Teds of diamonds. Almost every claim yields 
more or less; but the richness of some claims is almost 
beyond belief. Numbers of -:liggcrs find from four to 
twelve diamonds per day. I can safely say that two­
thirds of the diamonds found on the inland fields are the 
produce ofColesberg Kop. 

The distribution ofluck is more proportionate on Coles­
berg Kop than on any other field; even Dutoitspan when 
in its glory could not show the same number of lucky 
men as this field. Three-fourths of the claim-holders are 
in prosperous circumstances, and the remaining fourth 
find sufficient to pay expenses. 

This field is laid out with greater regularity than any 
other. Between every two rows of claims is a roadway 
15 feet wide. There are 24 rows of claims, and 12 road­
ways. All the roads run parallel to each other. The 
"stuff" is conveyed from the claims in carts, hand-bar­
rows, and wheel-barrows to the sorting places beyond 
the reef. By this method the claims are always freed 
from rubbish, so that every portion, excepting the road, 
can be worked. Not so on the other inland fields, where, 
having no roadways, the digger is forced to sort on one 
portion of the claim, and in course of time accumulates 
heaps of rubbish, which cannot be removed, leaving only 
a small portion of the claim workable. 

The deepest sinking is carried on at Colesberg Kop 
Some have dug as deep as 60 feet, and have found dia­
monds from the surface downwards. I heard it mentioned, 
but cannot vouch for the accuracy of the statement, that 
one of the diggers had dug as deep as 90 feet, when he 
struck water, and is still finding diamonds. At what 
depth diggers will cease finding diamonds, no one can 
tell. 

A new feature in diamond digging is, claim-holders 
dividing their claims into small port10ns and selling them, 
for which fabulous prices have been obtained. £1000 
have been given for a full claim on Colesberg Kop, and 
from £250 to £300 for a quarter. Claims, however, that 
were known to b~ rich, have sold at rates as high as £,17 5, 
£700, ~nd eyen h1g~er for a quarter. Many claim-holders 
let their claims to ~igg~rs on shares. As much as 50 per 
cent. of the finds is given to the owner of the claim. 
This is a very high percentage; but it is almost impos-
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sible to get a elaim to work on shares at anythiug lriis 
than 50 por ccu t. 

No man can obtain a claim on Colcsbcrg Kop to work 
on shares unless ho hap, at least three or four niggers in 
his employ. A:; I suicl above, tho owner of the daim re­
ceives 50 per cent. of ull finds, the remaining o0 goes to 
the worker of the claim. Ont of the worker's uO per 
cont., he has to pay his niggers' ·wages; for the 
water they uso, and the foocl they consume ; and nt 
the present rate of wages, and prices of goods, vory little 
or no profit will remain in the hancls of the worker of the 
claim. Kafir wages range from 10/ to 12/ per week, 
(that is, for kafirs hired on the fields); beef and nrntton, 
6cl. per lb. ; mealie meal, 20/ to 30/ per muid; water, 3d. 
per bucket; firewood, £4 to £6 per load. 

The camp at this field is the largest on the dry diggings. 
Thousands of tents of all sizes and shapes are pitched 
around the kopje. Tho business portion of the camp is 
on the eastern side of the field. It is composed of two 
streets-Upper and Lower Streo'i;s. Upper Street iR tho 
principal business street, being also the cab (?) stand. 
It is sometimes called Cab Street. Auction sales aro 
held weekly. There is also a daily market for produce, 
&c. 

.. 
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.1-\...PPENDIOES. 

AnsTR.\.CT OF .FIVE YEARS' METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVA­

'l'IOXS, MADE AT MAlUTZBURG, NATAL, BY DR. MANN, 

F.R.A.S., SUPERINTENDE~T GENERAL OF EDUCATION 

IX THE CoLo::-.'Y. 

Latitude ...... 29 ° 30' South. 
Longitucle .... 30 ° 2' East. 

Height of the Obse1'vato1'y ( DI'. J.1£ann's Resicle11ce, J.11writz­
bwrg,) above the Custom Jfousc D1t1'bcw,-g-iven bg et 
mean of Eighty Baromet1·ic Observations by standard w1tl 
compa1'ed Instrwnents,-2,093 feet. 

PERIOD OF OBSERVATION FROM 1858 TO 1862. 

The mean height ef the Barometer fer the five years, 
at J\Iaritzburg, deduced from five thcusand one hundred 
and seventy-fiyc obsenatiens was 27·893 inches. The 
highest reading of the Barometer fer the five years was 
28··fr1 inches; the lowest reading, 27·215 inches; and 
the extreme range for the five years, 1 ·249 inches. Tho 
mean daily fall of the Barometer, between 9 in the mern­
ing and 3 in the afternoon, is ·081 ef an inch. The 
mean daily rise between ;3 in tho aftcrneen and 9 in the 
OYening, is ·094 ef an inch. 

These deductions nre made frem reduced and corrected 
observations by a standard instrument. 

'rhe mean temperature fer the five years was 64·G 
degrees of Fahrenheit's scale. The highest temperature 
for the five years was 07·1 degrees, and the lowest temp­
erature 29 degrees. The extreme range ef temperature 
for the five years was 68·1 degrees. 

The average rain-fall for each of the five years was 
2:'i ··LJ inches. 

The average occurrence of thunder sterms for each 
year ef the five years, wa:, u2 times. 

The average occurrenco of het wiuds for each year of 
the five years, 2G times. 
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POSTAL DEPARTMENT. 
DURBAN. 

l\Iails are Received and Despatched aB under:-

____::~~-- IN':~\ OUTWARD, CLOSES. 

Alfretl ............ Tu Th W F 1.30 p.m. 
Beaumont ......... Tuesday Thursday 11.30 a.m. 
Blackbum ...... Tu Th S Tu Th S 
Boston ............ Tuesday Thursday 
Buffalo .. .. .. .. .... ,, Saturday 
Byrne ............ Tu Th S Tu Th S 
Campertlown, .... Daily .t~~~~ Daily ~~~.~~ 
Cathkin ......... Tu Th Th S 
Colenso ......... Tu Th S Tu 'I h S 
Dew I•rop......... ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, 
Dundee ........... Tuesday Thursday 
Estcourt ......... Tu Th S Tu Th· S 
Glendale .. . .. .... ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, 
Greytown ......... ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, 

I
H?~ick...... .... .. ,, ,, ,, ,.,

1
, i~ 'p' \ 

s1p1ngo ...... ... ,, ,, ,, " n 
Ladismith...... ... ,, ,, ,, M Tu Th S 
l\Iooi River .. . .. . ,, ,, ., Tu Th S 
i\Iurchison ...... Tu Th W F 
Newcastle ........ Tu Th Tu Th 
Noodsberg ...... Tu Th W S 
Nottingham ...... Tuesday Tuesday 

" 1.30 p.m. 
,. 
,, 
" 
" ,, 
,, 
" 
" 11.30 p.m. 

1.30 p,lll, 
,, 
,, 

" ,, 
" ,, 

" ,, 
Pietermaritzbrg. Daily ~::;J:7 Daily :::~~~ 
Pinetown .. .. . .. .. ,, ,, ,, 
Point.. ............. Daily ,, 9 a.m. 

1.30 p.m. 

Queensbrit!ge ... Tu ·Th S Tu Th S 11.30 a.m. 
Richmond ......... ,, ,, ,, ,, 1.30 p.rn. 
Riet Vley ......... Thursdny Thursday ,, 
Seven Oaks ...... Tu Th S Tu Th S ,, 
Sinqu<1si • ......... ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, 11.30 a.m, 
Springvale ...... ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, 1.30 p.m. 
Sterkspruit ...... Tuesday Tuesday ,, 
Tongaat ......... Tu Th S Tu Th S 11.30 a.m. 
Umhlali ...... ... ,, ,, ,, 
Umhlanga ...... ,, ,, ,, 
Umkomas ......... 1 ,, ,, ,, 
Umzimkulu .. .i'l'uesday 
Umzinto ......... Tu Th S 
Verulam ......... ,, ,, ,, 
·weenen ............ Tu Th 
·woodside ......... Wednesday 
York .............. Tu Th S 
Transvaal, Yin 
W akkerstroom ... Tuesday 
O.F.State, Dia-") 
mond Fields, I I 
parts of Trnns-j Thursday 
vaal, and Cape 
via Harrismith 

" 
" M W F 

Saturday 
M W F 
Tu Th S 
Th S 

Wednesday 
Tu Th S 

Saturday 

Tuesday 

STEAMERS' MAILS. 

En8~f~1y, ~r:r-} About the}About the 
itius, India, 10th of each 20th of 
China, Aus- mont,h, each month 
talia, &c. 

" 
" 1.30 p.m. 

" ,, 
11,30 u.m. 
1.30 p.m. 

" 
" 
" 

" 

The Durban Post Oflico opens at 9 a.m., and closes 
at, 3 p,m. 



MARITZBURG. 
1\Iuils nrc Received nncl Despntchcd ns under:-

PLACES, ~~1 OUTW~1 CLOSES, . 

Alfred ............ W F Tu Th 1.30 p.m. 
Benumont ...... Wednesdny Wednesday ,, 
Blackburn ...... S W F l\I W F ,, 
Roston ............ Sundny Muuda:y 11.30 a.m. 
Buffalo .. .. .. ...... ,, ,, ,, 
Byrne ............ S W F l\I W F ,, 
Camperdown ..... Daily :;;::1:7 Daily~~~'..'~~ 1.30 p.m. 
Cathkin ......... S W 1\'I F 11.30 a.m. 
Colenso ............ S W F 1\1 W F ,, 
Dew Drop ...... S W F l\I W F 11.30 a.m, 
Dundee ............ Sunday Friday 11.30 a.m. 
Durban ............ Daily f,::•r:, Daily :;::,~~ 1.30 p.m. 
Estcourt ......... Sn W F M W F 11.30 a.m. 
Glendale ......... ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, 1.30 p.m. 
Greytown......... ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, 11.30 a.m, 
Howick............ ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, 
Isipingo ......... ,, ,, ,, Tu Th 8 1.30 p.lll, 
Ladysmith ,, ,, ,, M T W F 11.30 a.m, 
1Iooi River . . .. .. ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, 
Murchison ...... W F Tu Th 1.30 p.m. 
Newcastle ...... S W W F 11.30 a.m, 
Noodsberg ... ... ,, ,, 1\-I Th 10.0 a.m. 
Nottingham ...... Sunday Wednesday ,, 
Piuctowu ......... Daily t::s.'., Daily :~~:i~~ UlU p.m. 
Point............... ,, ,, 1.30 p.m. 
Queensbridge ... 3 W F l\I W F 1.30 p.m, 
Richmond ...... ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, 11.30 a.m. 
Riet Y1ey ......... Wednesday Friday ,, 
Se,en Oaks . .. . . . 3 W F ill '\V F 
Rinqunsi . . . .. . . . . ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, 
Springvale ...... l\I W l•' S W F 
Stcrkspruit ...... "nnday ·w eduesday 
Tongaat ......... S W F l\I W F 
Umhlali . .. .. .... ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, 
Umblanga ... ... ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, 
Umkomas ...... ,, ,, ,. Tu Th S 
Umzimkuln ...... Sunday i\Ionday 
Umzinto ......... Su W F Tu Th S 
Vernlam ......... ,, ,, ,, l\I Yv F 
Weenen ......... ,, ,, ,, ,, 
Woodside ......... Tuesday Thmsday 
York ............... S W F l\I W F 
Transvaal, via 

l\fonday Wakkerstroom Sunday 
O.F.Statc,parts} 
of Transvaal, ,v 1 d '" 1 1 & Cape Colony, ec nes ay ,, ec nest ay 
1•fo Harrismith 

STEAMETIS' MAILS. 

England, Cape 1 ,-
Colony, India, I About the I About the 
China, Austra- > 11 th of each ► l 9th of each 
lia, Mauritius J mouth I month. 
&c. ............... J 

" 1.30 p.m. 
11.30 a.m. 
10.0 a.m. 
1.30 p,m. 

" ,, 
1.3() p.m. 

11.30 a.111. 
1.30 p.m. 

,, 
Jl.30 ::I.Ill, 

10.0 a.m, 
11.30 a,m, 

11.30 a.m. 

" 

'l'hc l\foritzburg Post Ollicc opens nL D n,m,, nnd close~ nt 
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POSTAGE, &c. 
Letters in the Colony, from one office to another, nre 

prepaid by ~tamps nt the rate of ld. for every half 
ounce or fraction thereof Unpaid, or insuffieientl? 
paid letters are charged double. Letters containing nlue 
must be registered. 

ConsignC€s' Letters are free at Durban and Point, but 
are charged ld. per½ oz. at every other office. 

POSTAGE TO ENGLAND, 
Per Mnil Steamer about the 20th of every month each 

letter Is. per ½ oz. Newspapers Id. each. 
Per C.G.H.U. Steamers 6d. per½ oz. The mails usually 

arrive about the end and leave about the 7th of the 
month. 

Ship Letters are charged 4d. per b-oz. to tlie United 
Kingdom. 

Fine for deficient postage one rate additional, 
C.APE1 MAURTTIUS1 INDIA AND AUSTRALIA, LETTERS 

AND NEWSPAPERS, 
For every letter not exceeding ½ an oz. 
Exceeding½ an oz. and not exceeding 1 oz. -

Increasing ls. for every oz. or fraction thereof. 

- 6d, 
ls. 

For ever}" newspaper sent to the Cape Colony and 
England - Id. 
Do. do. do. l\fauritius - Id, 
Do. do. do. India and Australia ld. 
Do. do. do. do. do., via England 2d. 

Postage per Overland l\Iail for Cape Colony, Orange 
Free State, Transvaal, &e.,-6d. per ½ oz. or fraction 
thereof, and if not properly stamped letters will be 
opened and returned to tile writers. 

Letters and papers are posted to the Diamond Fielcls 
per Overland mail, every Tuesday, at Gtl. and ld. re­
spectively. Addresses cannot be too plain. For Coles­
berg Kopje, and the drr diggings generally, it i;; best to 
add '' viii Bloemfontein and Dntoitspan." 

Letters to Foreign Countries sent through the United 
Kingdom are charged by the quarter ounce, and varr in 
rate from 9d. to :!s. l ld. per single post. Books mar 
also be sent by the same route at moderate rates. 

The above rates cover all charges upon sneh letters aml 
newspapers from the places where they are posted to tile 
places where they are directed. Soldier's letters are uni­
formly charged ld. to wherever direelecl. 

REGIST.ERED LETTERS must be posted at least half 
an hour lJefore the closing of the box for the mail h}· 
which they are be forwarded. The charge of '1d. for 
registration "to England-or elsewhere, 6tl.-mnsl be 
paid, not in money, but by affixing Lo the letter a stamp 
or stamps to that amount. 

LATE LETTERS.-Letters may be po;;te<l for the in­
land mails one quarter of an h·onr after the closing of 
the box, by aflixin~ Gel. in stamps <'X1ra. 

Nmvsr.~r1ms.-Newspapers published within the rn­
lony are freC'. Foreign newspapers upon which ovC'r~ca 
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postngo hns been paid within tlto Colony, may be re• 
posted and deli,·ered as above, free. 

CoLoNIAL IlooK AND PATTERN PosT RATES, 
Books and Patterns or Samples posted and for delivery 

within the Colony must be prepaid as follows:-
For eYery packet not exceeding 2 ozs. in weight - 1d, 

Do. exeeeding 2 ozs, and not exeeeding 4 ozs. - 2d. 
Do, exeeeding L1 ozs. and not exceeding 8 ozs. - 4d, 
Do. exceedin;; 8 ozs. and not exceeding 12 ozs, Gd, 
Do. exceeding 12 ozs. and not exceeding 1 lb. Sd. 

inereasing 2d. for every additional four ounces, or 
fraction thereof. 

A paeket may contain any number of books, alma­
nacs, maps, or prints, any quantity of ,paper, vellum, 
or parchment (to the exclusion of letters whether sealed 
or open); and the books, maps, papers, &c., may be 
either printed, written, or plain, 01· any admixture of 
the three, 

Every book packet must be sent without a cover, or 
in a cover open at the ends or sides. 

No such packet must exceed two feet in length, and 
one foot in width and de1~th. 

No packet of samples or patterns is to exceed 24 ozs. 
in weight, or 24 inches in length, or 12 inches in breadth 
or depth. Any packet exceeding the aboye weight or 
dimensions will not be forwarded, 

The postage of all packets must be prepaid by means 
of postage stamps. 
BooK PACKETS TO THE CAPE COLONY, ORANG!'; FREE 

STATE, AND 'fR.~NSVAAL. 

Books and publications for the above places must be 
fully prepaid, or they cannot be fonvarded. 

The rate of postage payable in Natal on all hook 
packets transmitted to the Cape Colony, Orange Free 
State, or Transvaal, will be as follows :-
For a packet, not exceeding 4 ozs. 

Do., exceeding 4 ozs, and not exeeeding 
0s. Bel. 

Do., 

and so on, 
thereof. 

8 GZS .... Os. Gd, 
exceeding 8 oz., and not exceeding 
l G ozs. ls. Od, 

inereasing Gd. for every 8 ozs or fraetion 

All book packets which have been prepaid in Natal, 
will be delivered free of further charge at the seaports 
of the Cape Colony, but if thereafter to lie fonvardcd 
hy post to anv of tl1e inland towns of that colony, t bey 
will ~e subject to an additional rate of postage, to he paiil 
n deln·ery. 

BOOK AND 

The rates 
follows:­

PATTimN PAcK11,Ts To GnRAT BRITAIN. 

of postage, via Cape of Good Hope, are as 

For a packet not exccecling-1 oz. in weight 
no. exreeding 1 oz, and not cxccccling 

2 ozs, in weig-ht 
T 

s. d. 
0 1 

0 2 
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Do. exceeding 2 ozs., and not exceeding 
4. ozs. in weight 0 3 

Do, exceeding 4 ozs., and not exceeding 
8 ozs. in weight ... .. . ... 0 6 

Do. exceeding 8 ozs., and not exceeding 
12 ozs. in weight • 0 G 

Do, exceeding 12 oz , and not exceeding 
16 ozs. in weight l 0 

increasing 3d, for eaeh additional 4 ozs,, or fraction 
thereof. 

In the event of a packet being posted altogether un­
paid, such packet will be forwarded to its destination 
charged with double the amount of book postage. 

E,·ery packet of patterns, or samples, forwarded a! 
such, must in all cases have the words "Pattern post," 
or "Sample post," written or printed on the address. 

:BOOK PACKETS TO OTHER COLONIES, 

Book packets may be forwarded to theBritish Colonie3 
through the United Kingdom, at the following rates of 
postage, viz. :-

Not exceeding 4 ozs. - - 0s. 6d, 
Above 4 ozs. and not exceeding 8 ozs. - ls, 0d. 

Do. 8 ozs, ditto 1 lb. - 2s. 0d. 
Do. 1 lb, ditto H lb. - 3s. 0d. 
Do 1½ lb. ditto 2 ibs. - 4s. 0d. 

if by ship direct from Natal at the rate of 3d per 
4 ozs., and to the undermentioned colonies, lilly:­
Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince :<:dward's 
Island, Newfoundland, Bermuda, British West Indies, 
Falkland Islands, Gibraltar, Gambia, Sierra Leone, the 
Gold Coast, and Malta. 

Book packets may be forwl\rded through the United 
Kingdom to other places at rates varying from 2d. to Sd, 
per 2 oz, not exceeding 2 lbs, each in weight. 

MoN.EY ORDERS. 

Issued at the Post Offices at Maritzburg, Durban, and 
Ladismith, in sums not exceeding £25, at the following 
rates:-

For any sum not exceeding £ 1 
Above 

0

£1 and not exceeding 2 
Do, 2 ditto 3 
Do, 3 ditto 5 
Do. 15 ditto 10 
Do. 10 ditto 15 
Do. 15 ditto 25 

- £0 0 3 
- 0 0 6 

0 0 9 
0 1 0 
0 1 6 
0 2 0 
0 2 6 

Money orders must be applied for at the post offices at 
Maritzburg, Durban, and Ladismith, half an hour before 
the departure of the mails. 

Money orders must be presented for payment within 
two calendar months from the date thereof, or a new 
order will be necessnry for which n second charge will 
be made. 



If not presented witl:in twelve ~aleudar months from 
the dute thereof, they will be forfeited, 

On the United Kingdom:-
N ot exceeding £2 - - -
Above £2 and not exceeding £5 

Do. 5 ditto 7 
Do. 7 ditto 10 

No Money Order is granted for 
than £10. 

- £0 
0 
0 
0 

any higher 

CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT. 
CUSTOMS' DUTIES. 

(U!l'DER LAW No, 1, 1867.) 
Schedule A. 

1 0 
2 0 
3 0 
4. 0 

amount 

Ale and Beer-in bottle and wood .. . .. .. 6d. per gal. 
Beads ............................................. £6 per cent, 
Candles .......................................... ld. per lb, 
Cheese .......................................... l½d, per lb. 
Coffee . . . .. . . . . .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . .. .. .. .. . 6s. per cwt, 
Cotton i3lankets or Sheets-single, or 111 

pairs or pieces ........................... £15 per cellt, 
Dried Fruits .................................... lcl. per lb, 
Guns and Gun Barrels ..................... 10s, each barrel 
*Gunpowder .................................... 6d, per lb. 
Jackets or Coats of Blanketing or Baize, 

&c. . .. . .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. . £15 per cent. 
Kafir Picks and Hoes, or pieces of Iron 

convertible into them .................. 6d. each 
Pickles, Sauces, Bottled Fruits, Jams 

and Jellies, Potted Fish and Meats £6 per cent, 
Picks and Hoes (not Ka fir) . .. .. . .. .. .. .. . 6d, each 
Pistol and Pistol Barrels .. .. .. . . . .. . ... .. . 5s. each 
Salt Beef and Pork ........................... £10 per cent, 
Sugar (not refined) ........................... 3s. 6d, per c"'t. 
Ditto (refined and Candy) .................. 12s, ,, 
Spirits,-not exceeding the strength of 

proof, and so on in proportion for 
any greater strength .................. 6s. 3d. per gal. 

Sweeten eel Spirits, Cordials, &c. . .. . .. .. . 6s. 3d. per gal. 
Tea ................................................ 6cl. per lb. 
Tobacco-unmanufactured ............... £2 2s. per cwt, 

Do. manufactured ..................... ls. 6d. per lb. 
Do. Cigars . .. .. .. . . . . . .. .. .. . .. . .. .. . .. . 4s, ,, 

Wine-in wood or bottle .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . . 2s. per gal. 
\Voollen Blankets, Baize, or coats of 

the same, and Rugs ..................... £15 per cent, 
Goods, Wares, and Merchandise not 

cnumcratccl, not prohibited, and noL 
free of duty .............................. £6 per cent, 

Foreign Reprints of British Copyright 
\Yorks .................................... £20 per ccut, 

•Imported only by, or with the permission of, the Colonial 
GoTcrnment. 
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. ~ _qn every Home Consnmpti_on Entry ({rom bond) 
lll aclcht10n to the Customs' Duties thereon a further 
charge of 2& per eent, on the total amount' of duty is 
payable, 

DUTY FREE (EXCEPT REGISTRATIO!l' CnAnGEs), 
Sehedule B. 

Animals, living. Agrieultural Implements, exelusively 
used as sueh. 

Books and Musie, priuted; l\Iaps and Charts-exeept 
reprints of works proteetecl by the English Copvwright 
Act, or prohibited to be imported. Printing Presses and 
Type. 

Bread Stuffs, Fresh Fruits and Vegetables. Bricks, 
Fire Tirielrn. 

Casks, Staves for Casks. Heading for Casks, 
Coin and Bullion. Coals, Calm, and Patent Fuel. 
Diamonds. Flour and Meal. Grain of all kinds. 
Grain and Gnnny Bags and Bagging. Guano and 

other manures. Salt, 
Hoops and Hoop Iron. Pig Iron. lee. Rice, Peas, 

Beans, and Pulse of every kind. 
Lime, Roman and Portland Cement 
Slates for Hoofing. Tiles. 
l\Iaehinery-for the manipulation of Sugar, Cotton, 

Flour, Arrowrot, Oil, Coffee, Brieks and Tiles, and for 
sawing Timber. lfailway Carriages. 

Provisions or Stores of ever;7 deseription, imported or 
snpplied for the use of Iler Majesty's larnl and sea forees, 
or for the < 'olonial Government. 

Seeds, Bulbs, and Plants, and Specimens of Natural 
History. 

Uniforms and Appointments, imported b;7 and for the 
use of Her Majesty's Civil, Military, or N arnl Se1Tice. 
Vaeoa Bags and ,vool Bags made up. . 

Wines and Spirits, imported or taken out of bond for 
the use of the Lieut.-Governor, and for the use of Her 
l\Iajestv's Military Offieers serving on full pay in this 
Colony; and also for the use of Her Majesty's Navy­
subjeet, however, to sneh regnlations as the Colleetor 
shall think fit to make. 

REGISTRATION FEES, 
Sehedule C, 

. .Flour, J'lleal, Rice, Grain, Peas, Beans, each bag or 
barrel ... ... 2d. 

Brieks Tiles Slate~, Coals, Coke, Patent Fuel, Pig 
Ir~n, Ce1~1ent, Manure, Lime, Salt per ton ... ls. 

l\Iaehinery, Agrieultural I)l~plcments, an~ :1II ut~e_r 
Free Goods, not spec1hed by preeedmg tan:O', 
at the option of the Collector, per ton ls. 

Or, per paelrnge Gd, 

... 
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ARTICLES PlWHIBI'l'ED TO BE Il\IPORTED. 
Schedule D. 

Books, Drawings, Paintings, Prints, and Photograpl1s 
of an immo!'lll or indecent character. Coin-base or 
counterfeit. 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 
His Excellency Anthony i\Iusp;ravc, C.l\I.G., Lieut.-Gov­

crnor, Commander-in-Chief and Vice-Admiral, ancl 
Supreme Chief over the Native Population; Hi,; 
Honour Walter Harding·, Chief Justice. and ,Tudg<> 
of the Vice-Admiralty Court; Lient.-Colonel ThoR, 
Miles, 75th Regiment, Senior Military Offic_er; 
Hon. D. Erskine, Colonial Secretary; Hon. ,T. Bird, 
Acting Colonial Treasurer; Hon. 1\1. H. Gallwer, 
Attorney-General; Hon, T. Shepstone, C.l\LG., Sec­
retary for Native Affairs. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
Official Members :-The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, 

the Hon, the Acting Colonial Treasurer, the Hon. 
the Attorney-General, and the Hon. the Secretary for 
Native Affairs. 

Elective Members :-Speaker, Walter Macfarlane, mem­
ber for Weenen County; R. E Ridley, (;, Barter, 
for Maritzburg County ; ,v. Field, fo1 Durban 
County; J, N. l:lo~ho:ff, R. Mcllersh, for Klip River 
County; J, T. Polkinghorne, for Victoria County; 
,J. C. Bosho:ff, for Umyoti County; J, ,v. Akerman, 
J, W, Turnbull, for Maritzburg Borough; ,John 
Sanderson, Harry Escombe, for Durban Borough, 

HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS. 
J, P. Symons, Auditor, 
P. C. Sutherland, Surveyor General. 
F. S, Berning, Reg, of Deeds and Distributor of Stamps. 
P. Pater1>on, Civil Engineer. 
G. Rutherford, Collector of II.III. Customs. 
Geo. C. Cato, Aeting Port Captain, 
F. Beeker, Postmaster General (absent), E. F. McGil I, 

acting. 
L, Mason, Immigration Agent. 
T. W. Brooks, Act. Superintendent of Education. 

JUDICIAL, 

'\V, Hartling, Chief Justice and Judge of the Vice-
Admiralty Court, 

H. Connor, 1st Puisne Judge. 
II. L. Phillips, 2nd Puisne Judge, 
,J. Hathorn, Master. 



:222 

G. ,1. P, Shepstone, Secretary to the Chief Justiee, 
J, A. Hriekhill, Interpreter. 
R. U. Yi sick, Clerk to 1\foster (absent); G. :Macfarlane 

(oeling). 
A. ll!esham, Registrar. 
C. "\Volhutcr, Clerk to Registrar. 
1\I. Reid, 1\Iessenger and Usher. 
Capt. F. Elton,~ J, Horke, Capt. A. B. Alfoon, Go­

vernment Agents 011 the Zulu Border. 

RESIDENT J.I!,GISTRATES, 

Pietermaritzburg, J, Bird, 
Durban, H. J, 1\Iellcr. 
Rlip Ri\·er, G. A. Lucas. 
Victoria (Inanda \ B. l31aine. 
Ditto (Tugela), 'j, H. William~. 
Umvoti, J. W. Shepstone, 
"\Veenen, J. Macfarlane. 
Upper Umkomas, A. C. Hawkins. 
Alexandra, "\V, J, D. l\Ioodie. 
Newcastle, l\:L Osborn. 
Alfred, H. C. Shepstone. 

CUSTO:\fS, 

G. Rutherford, Collector of Customs and Compt­
roller of Navigation Laws; Edwin Lee, Clerk and 
"\Varehouse Keeper; Geo. Rutherford, jun., Second 
Clerk; G. 1\Iaefarlanc, Third Clerk; W. "\Yood, First 
Landing ·waiter, and Searcher; .J. O'1\Iahony. Second 
clitto:; F. Upton, First Locker and Tide Waiter; J. Brick­
hill, Second ditto; C. Spradbrow and R. Leslie, Boatmen 
and Watchmen. 

BEREA ROAD TOLLS. 
£ S, d. 

For every coach, chaise, carriage, wagon, cart, 
or other vehicle, drawn by eight or more 
horses, mule~, or asses, or twelYe oxen or 
upwards 0 2 6 

Ditto, if drawn by six horses, mules, or asse~, 
or eight oxen, and not exceeding ten .... 0 2 0 

Ditto, if drawn by four horses, mules, or asses, 
or six oxen .... 0 1 6 

Ditto, if drawn by two horses, or four oxen .... 0 1 0 
Ditto, if drawn by one horse, or two oxen, or 

0 other animals .. 0 6 
For each steam-engine, or other vehicle drawn 

0 10 0 or propelled by other than n1~imnl power 
For each cart, truck, or other vehrnle attached 

0 2 0 to the beforo-montioned engine .. 
For every saddled horse, mule, or ass 0 0 6 
For every veloeipocle or othm· like vehicle, 

6 excepting children's carriages., 0 2 
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NATAL RAILWAY COMPANY'S TIME 
TABLE. 

SU~DIER SEASOX, 

Squai·e Station to I Point Station to 
Point. Squa1'e, 

7.30 a,m, 7.45 a.m. 
9.15 a.m. 10.30 a.m. 

llfark('t 

12.- Noon, 1.- p.m. 
2.15 p.m. 2.45 p.m, 
4.15 p.m. 4.±5 p.m. 

1,Jm·k~t Squm·e to Umgeni. 
8.- a.m, 

Uingeni to llfa1'ket Square. 
8.45 a.m. 

11.- a.m, 11.30 a.m. 
3.15 p.m. 
5,- p.m, 

3.45 p.m. 
5.30 p.m. 

WIXTER SEASO:N', 
,lfm·ket Sq_uai·e Station to I Point Station to 

Point. Squm·e, 
7.30 a,m, 7.45 a.m. 
9.15 a,m. 10.30 a.m. 

12,- p.m, 1.- p.m. 
2.- p.m. 2.30 p.m. 
4.- p.m. 4.30 p.m. 

Jfa1·ket Sqitm·e to Umgeni. 
8,- a.m. 

Uingeni to llfcwket Square. 
8.±5 a,111, 

11.- a.m. 11.30 a.m. 
3.- p.m. 3.30 p.m. 
4.45 p.m. 5.15 p.m. 

PORT AND HARBOUR DUES. 
Under authority of Proclamation, elated 21st Novem­

ber, 185!), the following rates are charged by Government 
for Pilotage in or out of the Harbour of Port Natal:-

Vessels from 50 to 100 tons £2 
,, ,, 100 to 200 ,, 3 
,, ,, 200 to 300 ,, 4 
_,, ,, 300 to 500 ,, or upwards 5 

Vessels ill ballast to pay half the foregoing rates. 
Shifting berth in harbour at half the foregoing rates, 
Detention of Pilot on board, per diem, 10s, 

TOW AGE BY STEAl\I TUG. 
Vessels under 150 tons ... £10 

,, from 150 to 250 tons 12 
,, ,, 250 to 300 ,, 14 
,, above 300 tons ... 15 

LIGHTHOUSE DUES. 
Under Law No. 13, 1868, on all vessels entering in­

wards at Port Natal, 2d. l)er ton up to 500 tons register 
and ltl, per ton for every ton over 500 tons, • ' 
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OMNIBUSSES. 
From Dm:bnn to l\Iaritzburg.-Daily. } S ,J , 

., Mnr1tzburg to Durban.-Daily. • 1111 
£Al 

,, From and to Pinetown.-Dailv. excep cc· 
l\Iaritzburg to Harrismith every Wednesday (in corre­

spondence with the mail carts to tile Diamond 
Fields). 

Sehenk's passenger wagons to the Diamond Fidds lea,·c 
abottt the beginning of every montil. 

CONSULS, &c 
G. C. CATO, for America, Swetlen, Norway, and Denmark, 
G. DENTZELl\L\NN, for the German Empire. 
A. W. EVANS, for the Netherlands. 
,v ALTER PEACE, for Portugal and Belgium. 
T. FINDLAY :\iurn1mAD, for the South African Republic, 
G. C. CATO, Lloyds' Agent. 
E. P. LAl\lPORT, Agent for Liverpool Urnlcrwriters' As­

sociation. 
T. FrnnLAY MurnIIEAD, Agent for Glasgow Under­

writers' Association. 
R, H. GoBLE, Agent for Tyne,·wear, and Topsham Clubs 

GAME LAW. 
From 15th September to 15th April, inclusi-ve, it is 

unlawful to kill certain birds. 
From 15th August to 30th November, inclusive, it. i~ 

unlawful to hunt or kill certain four-footed game. 
During any part of the year it is unlawful to kill r.er­

in atanimals. 

.. 



APPENDIX. 

IN commencing our review of the past most eventful 
year, we give the first place, as usual, to matters 

POLITICAL. 

The mail which brought the tidings of our late 
Governor's recall, also brought information that Lord 
CARVARVON had disallowed the WELBOitNE Railway 
~ill, and succeeding mails gradually disclosed the 
course of subsequent negotiations, by which it has 
come to pass that a limited system of railways is now 
'Jeing constructed by Mr. WELBOR.NE's contractor~, 
Messrs. WYTHES and JACKSON, on account of Govern­
ment. Different in principle though this plan is, it 
was unanimously accepted by the colony, as offering 
the only feasible chance of securing immediate action. 
The need of railways was so great, and the weariness 
of disappointment so extreme, that any proposal which 
might ensure rapid construction, would have been 
accepted. The new phm had, moreover, this special ad­
vantage : that although the agency of a company was 
dispensed with, and the cost would be much greater to 
the colony, the lines would be carried out by the same 
eminent contractors, and under the same surveys, 
that hacl been secured through Yr. WELBORNE's in­
strumr.ntality. 
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Notwithstanding certain outcroppings from the late 
rebellion, peace and order have been maintained through­
out the eolony, without disturbance or difficulty. 

THE NATIVES 

betray no incrt1ased disposition to work, and the greater 
independenee of their tone and mannei· is probably due 
ehiefl.y to their advanee in wealth and numbers. At 
their own homes they are exhibiting eertain auspieious 
signs of improvement. Ploughs are more and more 
being used by them. This fact represents an industrial 
and soeial revolution. Men drive and direet the plough, 
the women hoe and pick the fields. Every plough 
that is bought and worked, therefore, means so much 
more labour got out of the kafir male population. The 
larger area of ground that can thus be eultfrnted, adds 
in proportion to the productiveness of the country. The 
kafirs are also investing more largely in wagons, and it 
is quite a common, though to us an incongrous, thing, to 
see a transport wagon drawn up outside an ordinary kraal. 
It should now be the part of Government to eneourage 
this tendency towards innovation, whieh is ehiefl.y dis­
cernible among the native tenants of private lands, who 
necessarily live in closer eontact with white settlers.· 
Too many of the loeations have been sealed books to 
eivilising influenJes. One of Sir GARNET WoLsELEY's 
wisest measures was to recommend the eonstruction of 
roads into the locations, and to order that one be imme­
diately made into the swarming depths of the inaccessi­
ble Tugela Valley. When this is done, and magistrates 
are sent to reside in these strongholds of barbarism, and 
facilities are held out for the establishment of stores, 
smithies, and schools, a rapid change may be looked 
for in the domestie eondition of our natives. 



3 

OUR.FOREIGN RELATIONS 
nave not attracted much attention du,ring the year. 
Soon after Sir GARNET W OLSELEY's arrival he received 
a message from CETYWA.Yo, the King of the Amazulu, 
greeting him "as a fighting man, like himself," and 
asking what might be the meaning of the ships of war 
and other martial movements in Natal. The Adminis­
trator made a becoming reply. Some anxiety has been 
felt at times regarding the relations of the Transvaal and 
the Zulus. The former sent out a large armed and 
mounted force, with three field pieces, about the 
middle of the year, with the avowed object of taking 
part in the installation of the new King of the Amas­
wazi. This large tribe lives just beyond its old 
enemies the Zulus, and the Transvaal Government 
wished it to be understood that they would not allow 
any future interference with the former people. No 
further result followed this military demonstration, but 
great dissatisfaction was expressed by the British resi­
dents of the Republic, at being ordered out, on what 
appeared to be a purposeless expedition, and without 
further provision being made for the sustenanee of so 
large a force. 

THE TRANSVAAL. 
has been in a condition of suspense pending President 
Burgers' return from Europe, where his fluent tongue 
has succeeded in winning the sympathy of more than 
one nationality for his little known republic. There 
is reason to believe that during_ his absence the old 
fashioned " dropper" party has regained some ascend­
ancy. The changes that have taken place in the ad­
·ministration have not improved the position of the 
present government. Mr. BucrrANAN's resignation of 
the Attorney-Generalship has inflicted a loss upon the 
country; although Mr. SWART, the Secretary, has done 
his best to fill the gap by performing double duty. We 
understand that the Boers, properly so-called, view 
with great disfavour the influx of new officials from 
Holland, to the exclusion of men of the soil. The 
President':s success in ananging for the commenee­
ment of a line of railway to Delagoa Bay is to them 
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ho matter of congratulation, as it signifies the inrush of 
population, the crowding up of farms, and the gradual 
elbowing out of the earlier settl~rs, or of such of them 
as cannot exist on a less area than six thousand acres 
to a family. But notwithstanding governmental 
apathy, the internal developemcnt of this magnificent 
territory goes on. Farms arc in increasing request 
there ; stock is multiplying ; land is rising in value ; 
stores are springing up everywhere, and the-towns are 
fast advancing in populousness and importance. Cobalt 
is already mined in considerable quantities, and several 
movements are afloat for utilising the other mineral 
resources of the State. The President, since his return, 
has entirely succeeded in winning the assent of the 
Volksraad to his progressive plans, and the support of 
the Boers to his administration. 

THE GOLD FIELDS 

affonl a singular instance of non-advancement. Gold 
is still found there by individual diggers in consider­
able quantities. Nuggets of good size up to 9 lbs. 
weight have been found, but population remains station­
ary. There are probably fewer people on the BlydeRiver 
and at Macmac than there were a year ago. Experienced 
diggers say that a large community only is wanted to 
develop the true riches of the district, but the "rush" 
fails to take place. In this respect the experience of 
the Gold Fields is wholly different from that of the 
Diamond Fields. This is the more strange because the 
country is incomparably superior to the country near 
the Vaal. Near the Blyde River there is every 
natural charm ; near the Vaal there is none. Society 
seems to jog on quietly enough in the land of gold. 
Dr. JoHN ScoBLE, an old Natalian, now rules as Com­
missioner there, and our fellow colonists are generally 
in the front. There is no lack of merchandise, and 
the surrounding farmers keep the camp pretty well 
supplied with fresh provisions. The discovery of a 
rich quartz reef, with which the year closed, is perhaps 
the most hopeful indication we have had to record. 
From Maraba3tad we get very meagre tidings. In 
May last Mr. RocHE arrived on a special mission, and 
in October Colonel WEATHERLY also came out. Mr. 
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.BUTTON hs.s relinquished connection with the enter­
prise, and it is understood that difficulties with the 
machinery have prevented the full development ~f 
quartz-crushing enterprise there. While upon this 
theme we must allude to tho irreparable loss the cause 
of gold exploration has suffered by the untimely death 
of Mr. THOMAS, BAINES in May last. That intrepid 
traveller and patient observer was on the point of 
starting on a journey to the "Northern Gold Fields," 
in Matabililand, when death overtook him. His book 
and map remain as a lasting memorial of the work he 
had accomplished. 

THE FREE STATE 
has been so quietly prosperous that there is little to be 
said about it. The wearisome negotiations with the 
British Government in regard to the ownership of the 
Diamond Fields, bid far now to be soon brought to a 
final settlement. Lord CA.RNARVoN's studious recog­
nition of the rights of the Republic have done much 
to remove the recollection of past asperities. Mr. 
Foude's report has also had a mollifiing influence. 
President BRAND is now more popular than ever, 
and his word is law throughout the country. The 
recent review of 700 armed and mounted burghers 
was an event of special interest, and reflected credit 
upon the patriotic enthusiasm of the Republic. 
The wealth gathered at the Diamond Fields, and 
shorn from the backs of their multitudinous flocks, 
has given the farmers more money than they know 
what to do with. Land has consequently advanced in 
value as it has advanced nowhere else in South Mrica, 
and the demand for farms upon which to plant grown 
up children offers no probability of abatement. 

During Sir GARNET WoLSELEY's reign here most 
friendly messages were interchanged between him and 
the neighbouring magnates. Colonel CoLLEY visited 
Pretoria, and Major BuTLER, :Bloemfontein, and they 
produced a very favourable impression at both places. 
Whatever arrangements may be made for a federal 
uni?n of South Mrican states the friendly relations 
which N aful holds towards all her neighbours cannot 
fajl to h~vo gQod effe9t. • 
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G1,lQUALAND W'.EST. 

has had, like this colony, ehangeful and troublesome 
times during the year. It is not our purpose now nor 
our need to deseribe them. The disturbanees begotten 
by the persistent misrule of the SouTIIEY Administra­
tion, by its interference, extravagance, and assumptions, 
led to the arrival of the troops from Capefown, and the 
eonsequent submission of the natives. Mr. SouTHEY's 
and Mr. 0URRIE's removal soon followed, to be quickly 
sueeeeded by the advent of the Administrator, Major 
LANYoN and the Special Commissioner, Colonel Cnoss­
MAN. Matters are now all quiet there, diseontent 
has subsided. The agitators have beeu let off with 
a reprimand, and the affairs of the Go·v.emment and 
the territory are being carefully investigated. By the 
purchase of the farm upon whieh Kimberley stands, for 
£100,000, tbe complications oaused by separate and 
1·ival interests have come to an end, and the enforce­
ment of economy in administrative expenses will enable 
the government to undertake large schemes of public 
improvement. . 

In respect to its own partieular class of enterprise, 
Kimberley is in a better position than it was. A year 
ago the mine-that wonder of the world-was full of 
water, digging was all but suspended, and business of 
all kinds stopped, Since the anival of a hydraulic 
engineer, and the use of powerful maehinery, the mine 
has been eleared of water, and digging has been vjgor­
ously renewed. rhere seems to be no bottom to the 
mine, and no limit to its yield of precious stones. 
Digging is now a much eostlier and more eomplex pro­
eess than it was when the surface of the ground only was 
scratehed, and the price of good claims has gone up to 
fabulous figures. Trade is more active at this little 
spot, with its mushroom town, than at any other point 
on the eontinent south of the equater. £1,600,000 
worth of imported goods are eonsumed there annually, 
and the transport of them eosts £300,000. It is im­
possible to say what the yearly yield of diamonds 1?-ay 
be, but it is estimated that during the five years smce 
1870, the aggregate value has been twelve millions 
sterling. In conseq,uenee of tho cheaper transport 



obtainable from Eastern Province ports our commercial 
connections with the Fields have been greatly reduced, 
and threaten almost to disappear. It is scarcely to be 
expected, however, that the present low rates of car­
riage ruling from East London and Algoa Bay can be 
long maintained. Drought will come, pasture get 
scarce, disease will break out, there as here, and sooner 
or later, traffic will flow into new channels. Be that 
as it may, the continued prosperity of Griqualand 
West, belies the prognostics of the despondent, ancl is 
a boon to the whole of South Africa. 

GRIQUAL.A.ND EAST. 

Ere this year is out we shall doubtless have to write 
of this district as an integral part of the Cape Colony. 
The appointment of a British Resident there was the 
first step towards annexation. There have been more 
meetings during the year between Adam Kok, with his 
councillors and the representatives of the Cape Gov­
ernment, the last being that. in which Mr. PRoBART 
took part. On this occasion the old chief repeated 
the old story 1 and the very true one, of neglect by 
the Colonial Government, while he and his people were 
holding their own as pioneers against the tribes 
around, and struggling with all the difficulties of a 
new settlement, and of interference and appropriation 
on our part, as soon its they had established order and 
improved the country. Nevertheless he was grateful 
enough for the pension allowed by the Cape Govern­
ment, anc for the help given in adjusting the conflict-· 
ing land claims of settlers in his territory. And 
just as the year was dying out, be went, too, the 
victim of a sudden accident. We can cordially echo 
all that so many correspondents have said in praise of 
this worthy old man, who through good report and 
evil report, through dangers many, and difficulties 
untold, succeeded in keeping bis people up to the level 
of an orderly christian community, notwithstanding 
the darkness of their skins, and the savage influences 
besetting them around. Now that their hereditary 
Captain is gone, nncl that, according t-o his own con-



fession, there is none of his own race to succeed him, 
the way is clear for the definite extension of British 
rule over the Griqua people. 

PONDOLAND 

is little by little veering in the same direction. One 
after another the minor tribes of Kafirland Proper have 
plaeed themselves under the Cape Government. The 
Tambookies are the last who have claimed the privi­
leges of British subjeets. The Galekas, their old 
neighbours and enemies, will soon follow, and the 
Pondos will be driven by sheer stress of necssity and 
example to follow suit; while a eountry rich in metals 
and in timber, will thus be added to British territory. 

ZULULAND, 

according to the last accounts, was at peace. There 
have been one or two large military gatherings during 
the year. On one occasion it was reckoned that from 
thirty to forty thousand armed warriors must have 
been assembled. Cetywayo has established so perfect 
a system of military organization, that the whole man­
hood of his people bear arms. Rifles and powder 
are now obtained without the slightest difficulty at 
Delagoa Bay, and the latter is made in the country. 
The former are bought at £2 10s. to £3 in Zulu­
land, although in Lorengo Marques they can be 
got for £1 4s. Powder is ls 4d. per lb.; at any rate 
we have seen invoices of large quantities sold by 
European· dealers at that price. It is said that large 
numbers of guns find their way into the country 
through Natal. Nevertheless, we hear that the Zulus 
themselves are tired of the military .system that is kept 
up, espeeially when it t:i.kes no aetive direction. Once 
or twiee a :iollision with the Transvaal has seemed 
imminent, if not inevitable; and a contest with that 
Republic was openly discussed and decided on at a 
conclave of the nation, held in October. The cause of 
war was founded in the encroachments made by Boer 
farmers upon the disputed territory, so often urged upon 
the Natal Government by Cetywayo. '.l'he Zulu_s are 
n~turallr anxious to have a shield of British territory-
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between the Transv~al and themsel vcs ; and it is to be 
rcgrett<"l tl,,,t. the Home Government has not authorised 
the assurul-'1,,.uu of authority over this tract. We have 
just received information, on the best· authority, that 
matters now wear a very peaceful aspect, owing.prin­
cipally to the remonstrances and representations of 
Mr. Sru:PsToNE, Secretary for Native Affairs. It is to 
be hoped that in the adjustment of our political re­
lations, the permanent pacification of Zululand and 
its people will be provided for. Trading in the coun­
try has been kept up vigorously, and labourers from 
the territories beyond have been passed through, under 
the new arrangements, without difficulty. 

DELAGOA BAY. 

It would be an omission to leave out any reference to 
President Marshal M'MAHoN's award, by which the 
right of Portugal to the entire seaboard of this capacious 
bay was established. In Natal no other decision was 
expected. It has had two good effects. The Portu­
guese authorities at Loren~o Marques have been 
encouraged to make more vigorous steps for the im­
provement of that port and town, and at a compli­
mentnry dinner given there, the present very intelli­
gent Governor delivered himself of the friendliest and 
most large-minded sentiments in regard to the relations 
of England :md Portugal. It has also opened the way 
to possible negotiations for the purchase by England of 
a port which would be of far more value to her politi­
cally than it can be to Portugal. President BtraoE:as 
had succeeded in securing the ratification by th.e Lisbon 
Cabinet of the provisional convention, granting to the 
promoters of the projected railway to the Bomba 
mountains certain territorial and other concessions, and 
had thus been enabled to raise capital enough among 
Portuguese investors to make a commencement of the 
line. In a political point of view this.work will be of 
great importance, while the impetus 1t must give to 
colonisation, agriculture, and mining enterprise in the 
districts ~raversc~, w_ill react beneficially upon all tho 
surrounding tem~ncs. . The Portuguese capitalists 
may have done a risky thmg, as rogarcls their own in-

A.5 
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terests, in advancing money upon the security of lands 
in an unoccupied country, but they have the consola­
tion of knowing that they have given lifo to an under­
taking which will do more than schooh; or missionaries 
for the civilisation of South East Africa. 

POPULATION, 

From the 1st of January to the 31st December, 
1,808 souls arrived and 1,031 left the colony, leaYing 
a gain of 777. Among these incomers were a good 
many creole settlers from Mauritius, an island whose 
overcrowded area is destined to send us a continuous 
stream' of immigrants. More than a hundred China­
men have come from thence, and although their ad,cnt 
caused a species of small panic amongst the artisans 
here, the demand for workmen is such, that the 
fact does not appear to have disturbed the condi­
tions of the labour Market. The Legislative Council 
has recommended that £10,000 be spent in ginng 
free passages to certain classes of emigrants, to 
be approved, without nomination here, by the agent in 
London. An agricultural settlement of about eighty 
families is to be formed at W eenen, and certain pre­
liminary measures taken, in order to secure lands near 
centres of population and lines of traffic, upon which 
to place agricultural settlers. 0 wing to delay in as­
senting to the Coolie Loan Bill, no Indian immigrants 
have arrived since May; but the present year will 
witness the introduction of about 4,000 more. The 
addition of nearly 450 troops to our garrison, and the 
expected arrival of more, must be regarded as a sub­
stantial' increase to the strength of the European 
population, as well as to its consuming capacity. 

Neither 
EDUCATION, NOR RELIGION, 

can be said to have evolved any new features during 
the year. Noe new schools of any consequence ha,e 
been opened, and the old on.es have pursued the even 
tenour of their way. Mr. R. RussELL's very complete 
and efficient inspection of all the schools in the colony, 
in behalf of Government, has supplied what has been 
for years a great want, and done already much good. 
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The 1·esults are set forth in two able reports, only one 
of which, an abridgment of the other, has been pub­
lished. He recommends payment by results, the 
adoption of standards, on the home system, and the 
establishment of boarding schools. It is understood 
that this question will be submitted to the Legislature 
nex"t session, and it is high time that something was 
done to put the scholastic institutions of the country 
upon a comprehensible, as well as efficacious, footing. 
Refen-ing to the churches of the country, we may say 
that there has been a pleasing absence of ecclesiastical 
discord or discussion. Different religious communities 
have lived at peace amongst themselves and with each 
other. The Roman Catholic Church has welcomed·a 
new head in the person of Bishop JoLIVET, who brought 
with him a party of priests and nuns, who bave esta­
blished convent schools in both Durban and Maritzburg. 

The development of Good Templarism, briefly and 
better designated as sobriety, is one of the most satis­
factory facts of the year. There are so many weak 
natures to whom drink proves a tyrant and a curse, 
that all lovers of health and order must welcome the 
success of a cause which encourages habits of temper­
ance, and enjoins abstinence on its menbers. The 
opening of ten lodges, and the enrolment of nearly a 
thousand members, together with the erection in 
Durban of a spacious hall for the accommodation of 
the Order, are manifest signs of prosperity. Other 
benevolent orders also flourish. Freemasonry- despite 
its opponents-makes steady way, and has, in both 
towns, its handsome temples. The Oddfellows are 
steadily advancing in numbers and strength) and the 
Foresters attract more and more recruits. In Maritz­
burg, the Natal Society-our oldest literary institu­
tion-has undergone a revival of interest. Able 
lectures have been delivered by distinguished men, and 
a bazaar on a very large scale is to be hclcl next May, 
for the purpose of raising funds for the erection of a 
Library, Museum, and Lecture Room. In Durban 
there has been less activity in this direction. 

So cq ·iable a year has seldom been experienced even 
by the oldest resident. With the one exception of the 
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freshet which flooded the Umsundusi River, and did 
some injury in Maritzburg, a purely local visitation, 
there have been no elemental disturbances of a serious 
or disastrous character. The winter was singularly 
fine and pleasant, and left the most agreeable impres­
sions upon the minds of Sir GARNET WoLsELEY and his 
companions. The spring, too, set in early, and as the 
summer has been moderately wet, with a good deal of 
hot "growing" weather, the season has been a most 
favourable one for agriculture. Some severe ·thunder­
storms have visited the country, but none proved de­
structive last year. During the early part of the 
summer a few very hot days were experienced. We 
append a summary of the rainfall compiled from tables 
given in the Colonist and other sources:-

TABLE OF RAINFALL. 

Sea Cov,, 
Lake 

Vic. Uo. 

Southburn 
Victoria 

Co. 

Hotanic Oraigie 
Gardens, Burn, 
Durban. Alex.Co. 

1871 , , , , Total 
1872 

" 1873 .... 
" 1874 .... ,, 

1875 .... 
" 

27·18 
48·20 
40·30 
52·40 
t9·23 

36·22 
56·71 
40·48 
52·37 
43·02 

42·22 
53·80 
54·78 

Mean for 5 years, Southburn, is ... ; ... . 
,, 4 ,, Sea Cow Lake ...... , • 
, , 2 , , Botanic Gardens ..... . 
,, July, 1873, to June·, 1875, Lower 

Umkomas .................. , . 
Mean for 2 years, July, 1873, to June, 1875, 
At Sea Cow Lake ................. , .. 
At Ottawa ......................... . 
At Botanic Gardens ................. . 
At Craigie Burn ...... , , .... , .. . 

31·4,\( 
56·8 
52·6 

43·63 
42.02 
48·06 

52·20 

41 '02 
43·45 
47·28 
52·20 

* For six mouths. ·I :-'i rst six month@. 
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STATISTICAL NOTES. 

The following Statistical abstracts compiled from the 
Blue book for 187 4, supply the latest trustworthy in­
formation to the end of that year, but we may observe 
that the agricultnral items are largely below the fact, 
especially as regards sheep au<l wool. 

STOCK, 

European.-_ Horses, 13,788; mules, 597; horned 
cattle, 125,767; wool-bearing sheep, 250,378 ; Angora 
goats, 32,973; other goats, 25,069; pigs, 8,183; 
donkeys, 241 ; sheep, not wool-bearing, 803. Native. 
-Horses, 9,655; horned cattle, 375,387; sheep, not 
wool-bearing, 50,475; goats, 172,965; pigs, 3,134. 

ANIMAL PRODUCTION. 

Wool, 778,173 lbs. (very incorrect return); butter, 
261,675 lbs.; cheese, 17,147 lbs. ; bacon, 240,9~2 lbs. 

AGRICULTURE. 

Acreage of European Crops. - Wheat, 1,678¼; 
Indian com, 14,909½; kafir corn, 849½; oats, 4,157½; 
barley, 142; beans, 159¾; buck wheat, 28; sugar cane, 
7,027; coffee, 4,174 ;_ arrowr'?ot 24_9; tea, 2; cotton, 
114; millet, 44; cayenne peppl;}r, 10; china grass, 1 ; 
tobacco, 107½; common potatoes, 693¼; sweet potatoes, 
580¼; vegetables and fruit, 981; turnips, 28½; onions, 
7½; mangold wurtzel, 4; pease, 26; oil nuts, 52. 
Grand total, 36,372½. Acreage of Native crops.-­
Indian corn, 90,669¾; kafir corn, 34,277½; common 
potatoes, 8238 ; sweet potatoes, 1822½; sugar cane, 
1116; coffee, 12¼; mandombys, 1025; pumpkins, 800; 
tobacco, 21. Grand total 140,985¼. The natives of 
Durban County also produced 51,250 :1bs. of man­
dombys. 

POPULATION. 

Whitea.-9990 males, 8656 females, total 18,664 
Of th~se, 3_, '259 are inhabitants of Maritzburg, and 
4,129 inhabitants of Durban. Cooh'es-6,787. Nat£vea 
-281, 797, being an increase on the number shewn 
last year of 1,902. Grand totnl-307,241, to an area 
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of 20,212 square miles. Marriages, 952; births, 3,749; 
deaths, 1,226; increase to population by births over 
deaths, 2,523. These last figures refer only to whites, 
and are below the actual facts. 

CRIMINAL. 

Offences reported: Against the person, 893 ; cattle, 
stabbing and stealing, 95; against property, 603 ; other 
offences, 5,104; total, 6785. Summary convictions, 
5,752; commitments for trial, 163; convictions in su­
preme, circmt, and criminal courts, 106. ·Acquittals: 
In inferior courts, 861 ; in the superior courts, 6. Na­
tionality of prisoners tried in higher courts, Kafirs, 91 ; 
Europeans, 14; Indians, 5 ; others, 4. Decrease in 
convictions on preceding year, 25·4 per cent. There has 
been a large increase in the number of cases of cattle 
stealing and killing by natives, and cognisable at these 
courts; and while the number of cases reported is 
almost the same as on the preceding year, the number of 
persons committed for trial has been almost ,double. 

The following tables reveal this : 

Reported ................. . 
Committed ... , ......... , .. 
Indicted ................. . 
Convicted ............... . 

1873. 
94 
42 
41 
30 

1874. 
95 
70 
6!> 
59 

Daily average of prisone;s, 402 l-3rd. Imprisonment: 
For five years or more, 23 ; one year or more, 344; 
more than three months, 21; three months or less, 
1,821; men, 1699; women, 100; juveniles, 22. This 
number includes all prisoners belonging to Langaliba­
lele's and Putili's tribes, who were temporarily detained 
in gaol until sent to Maritzburg. 

INSTITUTIONS. 

Libraries, reading rooms, mechanics' and literary 
institutes, 5 ; agricultural societies, 5 ; benevolent 
societies, 2; Botanic Gardens, 2 ; Law Society, 1 ; 
Acclimatizat.ion Society, 1 ; Natal Rifle Association, 1 ; 
Natal Coast Rifle Association, 1 ; Natal Society, 1 ; 
clubs, 4; Immigrants Aid Office 1 ; hospitals, 2 ; 
lunatic asylum (temporary), 1 ; gaols, 7. 
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EDUCATIONAL, 

There are 89 boys' ancl girls' schools in Natal. 
Number of scholars on the roll, 1733 males, 1240 
females, total 2973. Ordinary attendance 2249. Go­
vernment grant in aicl £3079. Voluntary contri­
butions £10,822 3s. bd. In 1873 the Government 
grant aid was £4880, and the voluntary contributions 
£10,590, the number of scholars being 2836. 

ECCLESIASTICAL. 

There are 139 churches ancl chapels or congregations 
scattered throughout Natal, thus distributed among 
different communions: Church of England, 30; church 
of Province of South Africa, 21 ; Roman Catholic, 2 ; 
Dutch Reformed, 2 ; Scotch Presbyterian, 5 ; Congrega­
tional Independent, 11 ; Wesleyan, 27 ; Lutheran, 20 ; 
Dutch Presbyterian, 4 ; Free Church of Scotland, 2 ; 
American Congregational Mission,· 14 ; Norwegian 
Mission Lutheran, 1. 

PASSENGERS. 

The approximate number of passengers anived at 
Natal cluring the year is as follows :-By steamers, 
1,519; by other ve8sels, 289. These numbers clo not 
include 850 military. 

The number of passengers departed by steamers is 
949, and by other yessels 82. 

TONNAGE. 

Statement of Tonnage Inwards and Outwards for the 
eleven years, 1865 to 1875, inclusive. 

Year. Tonnage Inwards. Tonnage Outwards. 
1865 37,866 37,947 
1866 26,142 25,627 
1867 26,625 26,286 
1868 26,872 24,507 
1869 26,022 25,041 
1870 23,881 24,005 
1871 26,363 27,085 
1872 35,637 33,954 
1873 53,273 53,457 
1874 64,156 62,128 
1875 69,484 67,743 
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nironTe AND EXPORTS O~ THE COLONY OF NATAL l'ROM 

1843 TO 1875. 

lH.PORTB • . EXPORTS. 

Year. £. Year. £. 

1843 11,712 1843 1,348 
1844 41,141 1844 11,387 
1845 40,591 184.5 10,400 
1846 41,598 1846 17,142 
1847 46,981 1847 14,376 
1848 46,204 1848 10,866 
1849 55,921 1849 11,991 
1850 111,015 1850 17,106 
1851 125,462 1851 21,187 
1852 103,701 1852 27,845 
1853 89,434 1853 36,458 
1854 112,492 1854 43,661 
1855 86,551 1855 52,073 
1856 102,512 1856 55,562 
18.':7 184,549 1857 82,496 
1858 172,832 1858 100,587 
1859 219,917 1859 103,966 
1860 254,987 1860 139,698 
1861 40~,689 1861 119,299 
1862 499,469 1862 127,288 
1863 473,333 1863 158,565 
1864 591,686 1864 220,267 
1865 455:206 1865 210,254 
1866 363,305 1866 203,402 
1867 269,580 1867 225,671 
1868 317,432 1868 271,949 
1869 380,331 1869 363,262 
1870 429,527 1870 382,779 
1871 472,444 1871 562,109 
1872 825,252 1872 622,797 

1873 1,011,465 1873 651,028 
1874 1,121,948 1874 770,034 

1875 1,268,838 1875 835,643 
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~EVENUE !ND EJ;PENDITURE OF THE COLONl" 01' NATAL 

FROM 1846 TO 1874. 

REVENUE. EXPENDITURE. 

Year. £. Year. £. 
1846 3,095 1846 6,949 
1847 6,640 1847 9,051 
1848 9,268 1848 10,400 
1849 14,331 1849 19,104 
1850 39,112 1850 30,956 
1851 29,338 1851 33,600 
1852 27,158 1852 24,876 
1853 28,636 1853 29,119 
1854 30,532 1854 31,632 
1855 33,310 1855 28,020 
1856 34,602 1856 33,826 
1857 43,780 1857 36,438 
1858 43,991 1858 59,532 
1859 50,082 1859 47,128 
1860 77,480 1860 73,002 
1861 107,465 1861 113,460 
1862 98,086 1862 83,886 
1863 119,042 1863 94,033 
1864 151,049 1864 137,979 
1865 105,747 1865 142,818 
1866 94,884 1866 126,067 
1867 96,780 1867 118,328 
1868 95,762 1868 117,255 
1869 114,810 1869 117,009 
1870 126,293 1870 117,009 
1871 125,628 1871 118,657 
1872 180,498 1872 132,978 
1873 208,086 1878 182,22• 
1874 247,259 1874 245,939 
1875 260,271 1875 306,412 

Custom's Dues, Port Uues, Land Revenue, 
Excise Duties, and Transfer Duties. 

Hut Tax, 

First nino months of 187,5 ( exclusive of Crown 
Agents), £181,166 9s lcl, ~192,893 1 ls ~d, 
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ESTIMATED TRAFFIC ON TIIE NATAL RAILWAYS. 

Tons. Mileage. Rate. Amount. 
s. d. £ s. d, 

North Coast l 10,000 20 4 3,333 6 8 
Line 10,000 20 6 5,000 0 8 
South Coast 1 5,000 10 4 833 6 8 
Line 5,000 10 6 1,250 0 0 

Pietermaritz- l 10,000 77 2 6,416 13 4 

1:>urg Line 5,000 77 4½ 7,218 15 0 
. 5,000 77 6 9,625 0 • 0 

Corn in Natal 20,000 60 2 10,000 0 0 
DurbantoPoint 100,000 5 0 25,000 0 0 

Passengers. 
Passengertraffic 100,000 5 0 25,000 0 0 

Newcastle ancl Overberg-

l 10,000 77 2 6,416 13 4 
Traffic 10,000 77 4½ 14,437 10 0 

10,000 77 6 19,250 0 0 

Gross Receipts .. £133,781 5 0 
lJ.educt working expenses 540/0 72241 1 6 
Estimated net profit . . £61,539 7 6 
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THE TRADE OF THE YEAR 
ha~, like the weather, been marked by no speeial vicis­
situdes. There has been no erisis; there have been.no 
0 Teat failures. So far, the eollapse of credit experi­
~nced in England has not reacted here. A quiet, if a 
rather depres8ed, tone has pervaded the twelvemonths. 
The fall in the prices of wool and hides, :md indeed, of 
produce generally, has impared speculative confidenee, 
and tended to subdue enterprise. Competition is so 
keen in the interior now, and Cape houses work, in one 
or two respects, at such distinct advantage over Natal 
firms, that a decline of a penny or two in the price of 
our _chief export staple means the loss of all profit· to 
the merchant who buys. 

And yet, in spite of this clrawbaek, the aeeount we 
have to give is a more satisfaetory one than a year ago 
we ventured to foreshadow. Contrary to common ex­
pectation, the extraordinary relief to transport experi­
enced in the early summer of 1874 has eontinued all 
the year. Although the winter was dry, it was favour­
able, as regards pasturage, and a very early spring 
ea used the usual stoppage of traffic to be far less incon­
venient and injurious than it generally is. Instead, 
therefore, of a falling off in our up-country trade, and 
our chief up-country exports, there has been substan­
tial and steady advance. The road was never more 
erowded with wagons than during the last six months, 
and rates of transport were never steadier, at a mode­
rate figure, than they have been. Unfortunately for us, 
our competing neighbours in the Eastern Provinee have 
had a like.and even a far more favourable exp&rience. 
For some time past rates to .Bloemfontein and Kimber­
ley, from Algoa Bay and East London have ranged 
from 13s. to 19s. per ewt. In Natal they have never 
fallen below 21s. @ 25s. Upon heavy goods this dif­
ferenee represents of course a handsome profit; and it is 
not to be wondered at that it is becoming a eommon 
thing for Natal houses at K~mberley to be supplied by 
way of A.lgoa Bay. Natal, in faet, has been nearly 
elbowed. out of the Diamond Fields trade-of which 
at first she had a monopoly-by Cape:compotitors, and 
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simply, we believe, by these reducecl rates of traffic, 
the result of cattle in splendid condition, and of a very 
complete organisation of transport appliances. 

Nor is this the only result of competition. The 
Diamond Fields have become a centre of supply for the 
surrounding territories, and outlying markets, such as 
:Bloemfontein, Boshoff, Potchefstroom, and Christiana, 
are flooded with goods from Kimberley. 

Such being the simple fact, we deem it a matter of 
congratulation that the Trade Returns for 1875 are as 
satisfactory as we think our distant readers will admit 
them to be, after digesting the following figures, which 
we have summarised from the Gazette:-

SHIPPING. 
In 1875, 196 ships, with an aggregate tonnage o; 

69,484, arrived, against· 173 ships, and 64,316 tons, 
in 1874. 

In 1875, 192 ships, with a tonnage of 67,745, left 
the port, against 160 in 1874. 

Of the anivals, 57 came from England; 10 from 
Sweden ; 2 from America (U.S.) ; 66 from Cape Ports 
6 from St. John's; 9 from Mauritius; 7 from Cal­
cutta ; 11 from Adelaide, S.A; 2 from Inhambane ; 
22 from Zanzibar and Delagoa :Bay ; and 1 from 
Mozambique, Madagas::iar, Quillimaine, and Gopaulpor, 
respectively. 

In 1874, the arrivals were as follow :-England, 
4 7 ; 48 from Cape Ports ; 19 from Delagoa :Bay ; 8 
from Adelaide; 10 from Sweden; 4 from St. John's; 
7 from Calcutta; 4 from Mauritius; 5 from the United 
States; 10 from Mozambique; 3 from St. Helena; 
and 2 from Melbourne. 

The increase in Cape trade is caused by the large 
number of coasting steamers now employed. Four 
boats of the Union Company, and one of the Donald 
Currie Company, ply regularly along the South-East 
African Coast. It must also be remembered that these 
coasting steamers, though nominally employed in the 
Cape trade, are principally laden with goods from the 
United Kingdom, so that the 57 direct vessels by no 
means represent, the aggregate of our trade with the 
J]lother country, 
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IMPORTS, 

Weshallfirstgiveatable showing theitems ofincrease 
under this head, as regards value. 1875. 1874. 
Ale and Beer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £23,868 £20,514 
Apparel and Slops . . . . . . . . . . 109,613 93,915 
Cabinet and Upholsteryware . . 19,534 16,446 
Coffee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34,118 9,662 
Cotton-Manufactures ....... , 98,275 85,246 
Grain-Gram . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 265 Nil 

Maize . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8, 721 980 
Oats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,905 1,560 
Peas and Beans . . . . . . . . 211 Nil 

Haberdashery and Millinery . . 134,040 101,381 
Iron of all sorts . . . . . . . . . . . . 56,439 30,410 
Ironmongery and Hardware . . 86,062 83,893 
Leather-Manufactured . . . . . . 70,854 51,057 
Linen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,090 9,128 
Machinery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31,335 25,124 
Oilman's Stores . . . . . . . . . . . . 18,142 17,909 
Saddlery and Harness . . . . . . . . 25,567 25,220 
Stationery.................. 14,058 10,422 
Tea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,474 7,203 
Tobacco-Manufactured . . . . . . 2,353 1,950 
Woollen-Manufactures...... 19,961 15,520 

The following are the heads under which 
been a decrease:- 1875. 
Agricultural Implements . . . . . . £4,959 
Beads . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,720 
Cotton Blankets and Sheets , . . . 22,592 
Flour, Meal, and Bran . :. . . . . . 33,243 
Grain-Barley and Rye . . . . . . . . Nil 

Wheat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £150 
Guns and Pistols . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24,121 
Gunpowder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 847 
Rice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,739 
Spirits of all sorts . . . . . . . . . . . . 26,401 
Sugar-Refined . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,138 
Tobacco-Unmanufactured...... 472 

Cigars . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,783 
W?ollens-Blankots and Rugs . . 27,635 
Wmea ......... , . , ....... , . . 16,772 

there has 
1874. 

£11,716 
6,853 

24,614 
38,099 

£44 
1,624 

28,316 
15,140 
23,376 
29,008 

1,464 
622 

4,754 
33,785 
17,356 
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Some of those items are very noteworthy. Under 
the twin heads of apparel and haberdashery, there is 
an advance of £48,357, or about 26 per cent. Leather 
goods show a larger proportionate increase of nearly 
50 per cent. Piece goods show only a slight increase. 
Liquor does not appear to have been consumed in 
much larger quantities, except in the matter of beer, 
193,417 gallons figuring against 131,639. Dram­
drinking does not seem on the increase; 77,975 gallons 
having been entered against 76,537. Is Good 
Templarism or is rum to thank for this? As a great por­
tion of this quantity goes Overberg it is vain to attempt 
any estimate of consumption. The least satisfactory, 
or we should rather say the most unpleasing, items of 
increase are under the heads of coffee and maize, two 
local staples which rve ought to produce in quantities 
more than ample for local requirements. It will be 
observed tlTo.t a decrease is visible in blankets and 
sheets, beads, and blankets and rugs. Considering our 
large native population for which these commodities 
are chiefly imported, and its growing wealth, this 
would be an almost inexplicable fact, as the kafi.r trade 
in Natal, and Zululand, is mostly in our hands. We 
account for the decline, however, in part by the fact 
that there were heavy overstocks of all these articles 
when the year began, and in part by a more cheering 
fact, namely, that the natives are taking much more 
largely than they have done to the use of clothes, 
and that the increased importation of " slops" to some 
extent counterbalances the falling off in rugs and 
blankets. This is a matter deserving, on all grounds, 
of the keenest investigation, as we are enabled thereby 
to form some general conclusion as to the general ad­
·vancement of the natives amongst us and the extent 
to which they are becoming contributory to the trade 
and revenue of the colony. The decrease in number 
of guns imported, from 14,708 to 11,580, is suggestive; 
but what else can be expected when the doors all round 
us stand wide open to the trade? The almost entire 
cessation of importation in gunpowder shows how 
enormously the Government had miscalculated the 
requirements of trade in 1874. Let us hope that an 
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error bas not now been committed in the other direction, 
and that stocks here will not be completely exhausted 
before further supplies arrive. 

CUSTOMS REVENUE. 

There is little call for comment under this head. 
ln spite of prognostics the Customs' receipts advanced 
from £109,724, to £114, 769. This amount was con­
tributed by duties on ale, coffee, dried fruit, hoes and 
picks, gin, tea, and ad valorem good3, which last show 
an advance from £42,763 to £51,152, and yield more 
than forty per cent of the customs' revenue. Gun~ 
powder has, of course, decreased from £7377 to 
£247, and there are slight fallings-off in arms, blankets, 
cheese, Italian stores, brandy, tobacco, cigars, 
and wine. Altogether we are of opinion that 
this return gives us evidence of a sound and steady 
condition of trade, and indicates very little inflation or 
excessive importation. If trade has not been specially 
active, it has at any rate been conducted, apparently, 
upon a fairly solid basis. 

EXPORTS. 

There is only room here for a table of the chief 
items of increase and decrease. The first are as 
follows:-

Arrowroot , ................ . 
.Butter ................... . 
Feathers-Ostrich ........... . 
Hair-Angora ............. . 
Hides-Buffalo ............. . 

Ox and Cow ........... . 
Spirits-Rum ..... , ....... . 
Sugar-Raw .......... , . , . 
Wool-Sheep's ............. . 
Gold Dust and Bar~ ......... . 

1875. 1874. 

£2,327 
2,019 
4,057 
1,494 

£2,248 
98,533 
4,259 

169,815 
389,257 
28,443 

£2,226 
963 

3,138 
568 

£1,387 
81,087 

1,391 
159,079 
338,036. 
24,710 
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There are several items of decrease, however, viz.:-
1875. 1874. 

Aerated Waters ..... ,........ £75 £153 
Animals, Live-Horses . . . . . . 25 58 
Bones-Ox and Cow... . . . . . . . 91 176 
Coffee ....... , .......... , .. , 1,586 3,341 
Grain-Maize .......... , .. , 297 1,243 
Horns-Rhinoceros . . . . . . . . . . 15 237 
Ivory . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 8,289 8,580 
Saddlery and Harness ... , . . . . 354 494 
Seeds--Indigo . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 705 
Skins-Calf, Sheep, Buck, &c.. 5,914 24,351 

Wildebeeste, Quagga, &c.. 41,928 4G,337 
Tobacco-Manufactured . . . . . . 2 304 
Wool-Cotton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203 1, 165 
Woodenware and Houses 57 452 

The one fact which, we consider, calls for congratu­
lation here is, that sugar, a strictly local staple, has not 
fallen off, as might most reasonably have been expeded, 
the quantity shipped being 7,775 tons against 6,832. 
The present year's figures will, we fear, not reach 
last year's, but the shipments for 1877 ought largely 
to advance. Wool has increased, though not to the ex­
tent of former years, the difference being represented 
by an advance of 780,000 lbs. Of our exports of 
colonial produce, wool forms more than one-half of the 
whole, although, in point of fact, the great bulk of 
this staple (like ivory or feathers) is, at present, no 
morn the produce of Natal than gold, which is excepted. 
It is satisfactory to note, howe,er, the steaJy increase 
in the production of Natal wool. Skins show a 
further decline in number from 222,726 to 193,970. 

. We regret having to report no material develop­
ment of new industries, or extension of old ones. Coffee, 
maize, indigo, and eotton, which should be staple 
exports, have all gone back, while arrowroot, pepper, 
and preserved fruit have remained stationary. Nothing 
but railways and immigration will, we fear, give to 
local industry and manufacture a permanent and sensi­
ble impetus. 

An analysis of this return suffices, howe,er, to show 
that Natal is not so entirely a mere-highway for trade 



with the interior, as some of our critics attempt to 
make out. Picking out those articles that come from 
be,oncl the Drakensberg-wool, feathers, hid<>s, .skins, 
anclmiscellaneous-theymake an aggregate of £485,879, 
but allowing- one-fourth of the export of wool, or say 
£97,314, ancl £58,535 for ox ancl cow hides, as home 
production, we have, at a liberal <:'stimate, £330,030 as 
the rnlue of exports shipped from extra-colonial ter­
ritories. This is lPss than half our shipments, 
so, that in spite of local depression, want of labour, 
cliffi culties of transport, absence of immigration, 
and diversion of industry to other pursuits, the 
local industry of Natal creates mnch more than 
its commerce brings in for exportation. Ancl if 
we aclcl the large quantities of home-grown sugar 
and coffee that are sent beyond our borders, with­
out any record being kept, the difference would be 
yet greater. Indeed, reckoning these as exports, to­
gether with the specie, gold, and diamonds, sent away 
prfrately, and of which no notice can be taken, we do 
not he,;itate to say that the exports of Natal during the 
past year have been close upon a million sterling, and 
not so very much below the imports of the colony. • 

1i'v.,, e may adcl in conclusion that the bulk of our trade 
is still clone with the mother country. British imports 
were valued at £1,076,057; Cape at £59,229; Aus­
tralian at £33,468; Delagoa Bay at £16,892; 
Mauritian 'lt £16,513 ; Indi:in at £ I 3, 7 4 G ; Swedish 
at£ 13,111 ; United States' at £12,651 ; ancl Ihazilian 
at £9"197. Of our exports, £578, 3GG ( or two tl1ircb) 
w0nt to Great Britain ; £142,526 to Cape; £,.1825 to 
AclPlaide; £3877 to Delagoa Day, ancl smaller yalues 
to :i\Iaurit~us, St. Helena, ancl coast ports. The Cape, 
thneforc 1s our debtor to the extent of £83,297. 

It may be svt clown here as a mark of progresA 
that for the first time the number of ve,;sels iu port 
1,as on sr:Yeral occai::ions reached ancl exceeded t11irty. 

llOJll,1-;SON ,\NV VAl'l:il•:, l'R!NTJ.;ns, WEST STI!Eln', llUlUL\N. 









IMMIGRA.NTS' AID OFFICE. 

Presiclcnt-Y'{M PAL111ER, Esq., lllayo1· of Durban, 
CO)DIITTEE-

Mr. R. VAUSE, l\Ir. C. DACO~m, 
Mr. J. Hmn, :Mr. P. HoPE 1 

IUr. H. EsCO)IBE, 1\1.L.C. Mr. B. W. GREENACRE, 
Mr. J. GOODLIFFE, l\Ir. J.P. HoFF~IANN, 
l\lr. \V11r. HARTLEY, Mr. J. RomNsox, 
1\11·, S. PrnsENT, l\lr. D. HULL, Ju □., Seeretary, 

First Repo1·t to Subsc1·ibers of the Immigrants' Aid Office, 

Your Committee, in presenting tbis their first report, congratulate 
the snuseribers on the results attained. The operations of the year 
have testified over and over again to the necessity of such an insti­
tution at the seaport of the colony. 

Your Committee find their efforts stultified for want of funds to 
push forward with still greater energy the oujects of the Oilice. 

The following statistics giYe an outline of the outworking of the 
oujects, and will show to what extent the Offiec has been made of 
nse to inquirers during the past year:-

The correspondence consisted of-
Letters recefrecl from England ................................ , 12 

,, ,, Capetown .............................. 1 
,, ,, United States (America) ......... 9 
1, ,, C:111ada .. ... . .. . . ..... .. . ... .... .. .. .. .. 2 
,, ,, Leghorn (Italy) . .. . .. .. ... .. .. .. .... 1 
,, ,, Berlin (Germany) . .. .... .... .. .. ... 1 
,, ,, Bloemfontein (0. F. State) ... ... 1 
,, ,, Colonial .............................. 319 

Letters written to .England .. ... .. .. .. .... . .. . .. .. . .. .. .... .. .. 32' 
,, ,, Capetown......... ...... ..................... 2 
,, ,, Sweden....................................... 4, 
,, ,, Ameriea (U. S.) ... .. .. ... . .. .. ... .. .. ... .. 3 
,, ,, Canada . .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. . 2 
,, ,, Italy.......................................... 13 
,, ,, Coloninl .................................... 169 

:t!5 

l_t is worthy of note thaL inquirie~ hav,e beeu mat.le ~y intending 
em!grants fro!n ~anacla nn~l the U111tcd 8tales of .America (countries 
which. are. offe~rng larg:e 111d11c?m~nts to settlers), and a correspon~ 
dence 15 still gomg on with part1e,; 111 these countries, 
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The number of callers at tlie Office for information may 
proximately stated as being-

be ap-

~ppl_ieatio?s fo_r Servants ...................................... . 
::;eekrng S1tuat1ons ............................................... . 

3.! 
102 

Other Purposes .. , ............................................... . 252 

386 

Of these, some inquirers represented friends in England, who&e 
movements would depend upon the report of these their pioneers. 
Some were men of limited means, who made in<J.IIiries respeetiug 
Gonrnmeut grants, and others were men possessed of eapital, and 
desirous to rent or pnrehase improved farms. 

During the year, the Committee have met for business on sixteeu 
oeeasions, at whieh meetings there has been an average attendanee of 
six Committeemen. The business has eomprised the consideration 
of subjects far beyond the limits of a report, and but generally iu­
tlieated in the minutes of meetings published from time to time in 
the newspapers. Amongst other subjeets may be enumerated the 
immigration of coolies from India and of native labourers from 
i\Iadagasear and other distriets north of Natal. 

The eash aeeom1t of reeeipts ancl disbursements is as follows .-

Dn. £ s, d. 
llece'ipts-

To Durban Corporation-
Donation for two years ........... . 

To Subseriptions-
One Subseriber ...... £25 0 0 
Two ,, eaeh . . . 5 5 0 
One ,, 
Eight ,, 
Thirteen,, 
One ,, 

To Rent-

eaeh ... 

" 

2 
1 

2 0 
1 0 

Offiee Sub-let Amount reeeived 

1872, 
l\Iay 1, Balance brought down 

CR. 
Dislntrsements-

£25 0 0 
10 10 0 
3 3 0 

16 lCi 0 
13 13 0 

1 0 0 
----

By Ofliee Furniture ..................................... .. 
By Stationery ............................................ . 
By Rent ..................................................... . 
By Printing and Advertising .......................... . 
By Postage ............................................... . 
By Salary .................................................•. 
Balanee earried forward ................................ . 

.-\.ndited and found eorreet: Gi;o. Ru::;SELL. 

:!l 0 0 

70 2 0 

5 5 0 
-----

£96 7 0 
-----
£7 ·1 1 

£ s. d. 

!) 1!) 9 
15 0 10 
1!J 12 G 
!J O 3 
5 !J 6 

30 0 0 
7 4 1 

£96 7 0 
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With the gl'eatest economy, the Committee found it necessary to 
exceed the Rctunl income of the Office. 

£31 10 0 
7 4 1 

Liabilities to l\Iay 1st ................................ . 
Balance cash on hnnd ............................... . 

Leaving n balRnee to be provided for from 
future income of.................................... £2-1 0 11 

The items of expenditure explain fully how the ftmds subscribed 
ha,e been disbursed. 

The usefulness of the Office has been necessm·ily impeded by want 
of funds; and it is to be regretted that an institution essi,ntially of 
bemfit to the whole colonv, should not have been more fully recog­
nised and supported. The greater portion of the income of the 
Office, Rmotmting to £81 l 2s., has been subscribed in the town of 
Durban. 

During the last sitting of the Legislative Council, a j!rant of £50 
was vc;tcrl in aid of the Office, and when this sum is received, it will 
enable the Committee to pay off the present existing liability; but 
your Committee would urge on the public the imperative necessity 
of a more liberal support to this Offi~e. 

Practically, there is no limit to the usefulness of the Office, nor 
t0 the benefit the colony rceeives from a society of this character, 
one of whose primary objects is to encourage a steady strt'am of 
suitable settlers who will become cultivators of the soil, or will 
follow some mechanical or manufacturing occupation by which the 
resources of the country may be more fully developed, and its waste 
lands t11rncu to account. It cannot be too strongly impressed upon 
the public that the Office is established simply and solely for the 
public good, and that its operations are strictly ctisinterested. 

It has been argued by some who would deter settlers from select­
ing Natal as their future home, that nearly all available lands haYe 
passed into the hands of monetary institutions and priYate in­
dividuals, and that the new settler, if he wanted to loeatc himself 
on Crown lands, must 1wcessarily go far from towns, remote from 
markets, roads, or the means of obtaining supplies. This £net, 
howeYer, only tends to show and to enhance the usefulness of thi~ 
Office, whose register of properties for sale or lease is of mutual 
advantage to pre11rietors and appliC'ants-to those who hold, and to 
those who seek, land. 

Lands at present nnproductive to the owner can be registered 
at the Office free of charge. Such register contains a full descrip­
tion of the land, situation, extent, suitability, &c., so that settlers 
may at once see where they can obtain lands either by purchase or 
leRse on easy terms. with right of purchase. 

It will be evident that by the settlement and cultivation of por­
tions of a large block of land, the remainder of the block anrl :ill 
the adjoining lands will be materially enhanced in value. 

Inquiries have frequently been made at tile Office fur assisted 
passages; and it may be a matter for consideration how far it, may 
come within the province of this Otlice to renew the system or sonir 
modification of the plan, of assisted emigrntion, as form~rlv con-
rlncted by the Government. • 

Six Committecmcn re.tire under Claus~ 3 of tlH• l:t>g11latio11!-:, Yi7.., 
l\Ics~rs . .J. Ilnnt, S. Pmsent, ,J, GoodhlTP, B. \V, (hee11:1crr lf. 
E~combc, nnd (), Dncomh; hut these tire eligible for 1wlr,ctio11.' 
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UNION 
STEAM SHIP COMPANt 

STEA.M DIRECT TO ENGLAND. 

P LANS of the Cabins, and further particulars, may 
be obtained by applying to the Agents, • 

ESCOMBE, WILHELM & :Jo., 
Port Natal. 

REGULAR STEAM COlDIUNICA'l'ION 
TO AND FROM CAPETOWN, 

Calling at Intermecliate Ports. 

The Al North German 

S.S. '' n ISlUA. R,Cli., '' 
Cnptain CH. STAATS, 

Runs monthly on the Const, as n iDYt. 
P'•r Freight or Passage, apply to 

G. DENTZELMANN, Agent. 
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RANDLES9 BROTHER & _ HUDSON, 
GENERAL IMPORT 

. AND EXPORT MERCHANTS, 

Purchasers of all kinds of Colonial Produce, 

WEST STREET, DURBAN. 

Agents. for the Lancashire Fire lnszrrance Co. 

JY.I:ERC::S:::ANTS:, 

WEST STREET and PINE TERRACE, DURBAN, 

Hides, Sltin.;;, ·wool, and Colonial Produce gen­
erally bouglit for Cash on deliver!}, 

ALFRiED \V. EVANS, 
:r,iERCHANT. 

Shipping and Commission Ag·ent, 
mmn.AN. 

Agent for Eq11itnlifo i\Inrin(I Assnrnncc Compnn:\': 
CO,YSUI, FOlt TJJF; .YETJJE/U,ANDS, 
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LIPPERTS & DENTZELMA.NN, 
GENERAL M:EROHANTS 

Smith Street, Durban. 

BLA.Cl(\VOOD & CO., 

MERCHANTS, 
DURBAN, NATAL-

BLACli!I BA.XTER & CO., 
:MERCHANTS:, 

DURBAN. 

, 

R. \\·. DICl{INSON & CO., 
Wholesale and Retail Ironmongers 

and Iron Merchants, 
"W"EST STREET, DURBAN-
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BALLANCE & GOODLIFFE, 
JY.tERC:S::A.N"TS:, 

CENTRAL WEST STREET, DURBAN. 

\VIIEELER & IIADDON, 

Importers and Commission Agents, 
West Street, West End. 

ESCOMBE, WILHELM & CO., 
MERCHANTS, 

West Street, Durban. 

PAitl{ER, \VOOD & CO., 

MERCHANTS, 

WEST STREET, DURBAN. 



lIID IltllEAD & CO., 
MERCHANTS, 

19, GREAT ST. IIELENS, LONDON; 
DURBAN; 

BETHLEHEM; 
DIAf.1: OND FIELDS. 

-o-

All ..dgency Business undertaken. 

ED\li ARD SNJEl,t & CO., 
MERCHAN'rS, 

DU RB .AN. 

Agents jor the Commercial Union Assurauce Com­

pany,-Fire and Life Branches. 

]» EPOSITOR Y for nll kinds of FANCY GOODS 
I\, and TOY:--, WALL PAPERS, DASKETS, 

BRUSHES, HATS, UMBRELLAS, l\IUSH.,AL IN­
STRU1\1ENTS, &c., &c., &c, 

CENTRAL WEST STREET, DURBAN. 
W. JAMES, JuN, 

JI. & T. ~i~CUBBllN, 

MERCHANTS, 
Central West Street. Durban. 

1' 
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Jilt.. I n?.il DI IJl.Srf'S 
Pianoforte & Music Warehouse, 

WEST STREET, DURBAN. 

Always on hand, a large and varied STOCK of NEW 
• and POPULAR l\Iu.sic, ALL at ENGLISH 

RETAIL PRICES. 

Chappell's, Boosey'::-, and other similar 
Works, published at ls., sold at ls. 

Household Music, 6d. Bijous, 6i. 
Sunday and Ho_me Music 3d. each 
Hemy's Pianoforte Tutor - - 2s. 6d. do. 
Victoria do. do. - ls. Od. do. 
Hamilton's do. do. - 2s. Od. do. 
Farmer's and others also at Half Price, no 

extra charge for Pieces to order. 
FIAN"OS" EtAR1Y-CON"IU1Y-CS" &c., 
By the best Standard Makers, with their most recent 
improvements, including those by l\Ir. IIrnsT, and extra 
fastening, for this climate, being also vermin and insect 
proof, may be bought CHEAP, for Cash, or on the new 
system of PURCIIASE BY HIRE, of 12, 18, 01' 24 equal 
monthly instalments, with other advantages to the 

purchaser. 

Second-hand Pianos-or New ones to order, 
qy any Standard Maker-may be had 

on the same system. 
Concertinas, Accordians, Flutinas, Violins, 
Flutes, Cornets - plain and silver-plated, 
Clarinettes, Trumpets, Bugles, Bass & Tenor 

Trombones, Banjoes, &c., &c. 
Strings for Harps, Guitars, Violins, & Pianos, 

also various extra Fittings, &c. 
Conce,·tinas .from FOUR SJIILLING8, Goocl Ge1'1nan 

Co11ccrti11os with 'l'WEXTY KEYS, /1·01,i l'IYJ SIJILLJNGS 
EACII, J'iolins .fi·om FIYF 81111,1,INW:l AXD :HX·!'l•:NCE 
Violin ,",'t,1•i11r;s,l1·om TJIRJ,:r•:-l'ENcr,; r-:A<'JJ. 

l'imws, lfaruwniwns, g·c., tunecl aiul 1·epai1·ed, 

INS1'I:Ul\1E~TS T,\ KEN IN 1,;xc11ANGE. 

N.B.-Always on hand, 11 useful Stock of Stationery 
and Fancy Goocls, in variety, ' 
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PAUJJ BIENWOOD & CO., 
IMPORTERS OF 

General&Furnishing Ironmongery 
AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS, &c. 

"W"ECOLESALE AND RETAIL_ 

Oils, Paints, TVindow Glass, Pa1-ctjjin, Coi·da,qe, Bm· and 
Sheet Iron, Galvanised RoQfin,q fro'//,, cJ'c., ,j-c, 

West Street, Durban, and Market Square, P.l\f.Burg. 

\\ ALTER, PEA.CE & CO,, 

M E R C H A N T S & A G E N T S, 
DURBAN. 

GEORGE l{NOX, 

IMPORTING MERCHANT, 
WEST STREET, DURBAN. 

COUPER & CO. 
PRODUCE BROKERS, 

Central West Street, Durban. 
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JOIIN B. COTTAM, 
General Forwarding ancl Commission 

A.GENT_ 

WOOL, COTTON, SKINS, &c., PRESSED. 

St01·e- Commercial Road, Dw•ban. 

,JOI-IN BUijrtIER, 
FAMILY GROCER, TEA DEALER, 

AND GENERAL IMPORTER, 
cc L E E D S :a: 0 U S E:, :,:, 

West Street, Durban. 

GRANT & SON, 
West Street (East), Diwban, 

FAMILY GROCERS, 
Importers of Boots & Shoes. 

THE GUARDIAN 

MARINE INSURANCE & TRUST COl'tlP., 
PORT ELIZABETH. 

CAPITAL:, £100:,000_ 

r-;iIIE Undersigned, being duly appointed as AGENTS 
l for the above Company, are prepared to TAKE 

P.I8KS, at current Rates. • 

ESCOMBE, WILHELM & Co. 
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NIU. GJE4~ltGE ltUSSEl,IJ, 
NOTARY PUBLIC, 

Licensecl Conveyancer & General.A.gent. 

Offices :-Central Chambers, "\Vest Street, Dur1an. 

1'11?. IRA. Ill [JtSrf'S 
Pianoforte and Music Warehouse, 

WEST STREET, DURBA:f, 
X.B. Always on hand, a i1s~ful Stack q/ Statio1ze1·y, ,J-c., 

-very cheap. 

Any Book, Books, or Piece~ of Music, &c., not in 
stock, mny be ordered by H,eturu of Steamer, at the 
same price as if in Stock, namely, half the marked . 
prices for pieces, and the marked price for unbound 
books published at 3s. 6d., ls,, or other prices. 

Orders also taken for 1\lusic, Pianos, Harmoniums, and 
1\Iusical Instruments of every description, at the sa111e 
lJl'ice as if in stock. 

ADAMS & CO., 
BOOKSELLEHS & STA'l'fONERS, 

PERIODICALS TO ORDER. 

West Street, Durban, and 15 Queenhithe, Thames Street, 
London, 

iiltttllatt ~ttll~cttptton UilltanJ. 
Frequent Additions of New Works, 

11. SCHENii., 
Carrier and Forwarding Agent, 

DURBAN"_ 

Wagons lecwe on the 2ncl oj the month Jo," the 
Diamond Fields, 

Wagons will leave monthly for the Gold Fields, should 
sufficient inducement oiler, 



JOHN NICOL, 
J oi1.1er and B1.1.ilder ~ 

DURBAN_ 

Wooden Hoitses for tlie Diamond Fields 11utde on 

tlte sltortest notiee. 

GLASS & OHI:.JA WAREHOUSE1 
CENTRAL WEST STREET, 

DURBAN_ 

Es PiCKERING, 
Importer of CHINA, GLASS, CROCKERY, Paraffin 
Lamps, Globes and Chimneys, Looking Glasses, Specta­
cles, Cutlery, Britannia 1\1etal and 1<.:lectro-plated Goods, 
Enammelled Ware, Tin ware, Hardware, Bedsteads, 
Brooms, Brnshes Furniture, Groceries, and Oilman's 
Stores. 

HOMCEOP ATHIC MEDICINE DEPOT. 

ROBERT ltAW, 
CHEMIST AND APOTHECARY, 
(l\Iember of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain), 

WEST STREET, DURBAN. 

PIANOS TUNED, 
DY 1'.II&. IRA lHlIB§'F, 
Late of, and for many years Professor of l\Iusic in, Liverpool, 

Aclcl~css-W est Street, Dllrban, 



S, CltO\VDER & CO., 

LANDING & SHIPPING AGENTS, 
POINT_ 

T. P. JA1'IES, 

Landing and Shipping Agent, 
POINT_ 

LEWIS \VILSON, 

Wine & Spirit & Provision Merchant, 
POINT::, DURBAN-

ALEX. ]I' ARTIIUR, 
(Late Alliance Boating Company,) 

LAN"DIN"G::, S:S::IPPIN"G::, 
Commission and Forwarding Agent, 

POINT. 



239 

JIR. IRA lllltST, 
PT-{OFESS()R OF MUSIC, 

WEST STREET, DURBAN. 

R. J. BARNS, 
BUTCHERJ 

""'vv'EST STREET, DURBAN-

Shipping supplied with Live Stock, Salt Beef and 
Pork, Fresh Meat, and Vegetables. 

PALFRAIIAN & TIIOJIPSON, 
BUTCHERS, 

West Street and Grey Street, Durban, 

SHIPS SUPPLIED. 

TYZACK & IRELAND, 
Wagon Builders and Blacksmiths, 

COMMERCIAL ROAD, DURBAN. 
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to,vELL'S BEIJGRAVE IIOUS,E, 
WEST STREET, DURBAi'{ (EAST). 

First-class Wines and Spirits, &c., always on hand. 

A Tmp and Pair, and Saddle Horses, on Hire. 

Stabling, Forage, and an experieneed Groom in attendanee. 

TAnLE n'HOTE AT Srx o'CLOCK, 

MIDDI,EBROOK & c@,V1EY'S 
RESTAURANT 

AND 

PRIVATE BO A.RDING HOUSE, 
Central West Street, Durban. 

Table d'Hute at Half-past One o'clock Daily. 
Saturdays at Two p.m. 

The" TIMES OF NATAL," 
AND 

AGRICULTURAL CHRONICLE, 
l\IARITZBURG. 

Published every WEDNESDAY and SATURDAY. 

Subscription, 6s. per Quarter; Monthly Summary, Gs. 

per Annum. Payable iu advance. 
Advertising :-First four lines sptlce; 2s.; beyond, per 

line, 3d. Repe:1ts, half-pricP. f;tanding .\thertisc­
ments, aeeording tn arrangement . 

.JOB PRINTING OF ALL J(JNDS. 



ESTABLISFI:ED 1852_ 

®tre • • Jahtl ~trcurgt'' 
AND COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER, 

Published every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday. 
THE OLDEST ESTABLISHED JOURNAL IN DURB,\.N. 

fhe ~IoXTIILY :i.\I,\IL Su.'1~LHtY of tlii:s Journal contains more 
DU;\IO.ND FIELD Ni,;ws and GE.:orn.u, IxT1'LLlt:EXGB 

than any other PuLlicatio11. 

SUBSCRIPTION: 
l'lt[-WEEKLY .................................... ........ 8:;. per <luartcr. 
WEEKLY ( I hursclny), co11tai11ir g I he suLstance 

of the three previous 11u1nlier:;, together wit.h 
the Ln < st :--ews . . . ... . . . . . . . . .. .... . .... . . . .... .. . . . .. 8s per Quarter. 

MOXTHLY SUJI Jl.\T:Y................................. lis per Annum. 

I'aya~le i11 adwnce. J'(,sla[Jc- ue.11011.(l the Colony e:r:ti·a. 

Can be ordered in r:ox11ox from G,w. STitJ-:r,T, 30 Cornhill; F . 
..:\1.1;,\1:, H ('lcmc11t's Lane; or from the l'nulisliers, 

ROBINSON & VAUSE, DURBAN, NATAL 
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