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'\Vm'I"l'EX originally for the pcrnsal of friends, I 
have somewhat reluctantly consented to the 
publication of this little book with the ohjcct 
of securing, if possible, the consideration of a 
phase of this "Native Question" not ofte11 
mh·ancod, vi ✓.., that wherever there arc "righ tH " 
there 11rnst be "obligations," so that if we cbi111 
the right to control we rnnst be preparetl to dis­
charge the obligation to improve. 

,vhilst painfully sensible of the absence of 
any literary merit in it, I think it may fairly 
claim the merit of looking at the su hject, from a 
standpoint seldom, if ever, taken before ; not 
the standpoint of the farmer, whose objective, 
very naturally, is plenty of cheap Jabour; nor 
the standpoint of the missionary, who is gene­
rally supposed, a.ml with much trnth, to concern 
himself more with the other life than the one 
that now is. I have tried to look at the subject 
from the standpoint of what is just to both 
parties: feeling assured that the "right" is 
always the best, whether it be financially, 
moral1y, or politically; firmly convinced as I am 



tl1at, it must be true that the more we improve 
this people tho greater will be their value to 
ourselves. 

I have aimed only at suggesting a broad lino 
of general policy, leaving details to be con­
sidered when the policy has boon accepted--- a,t 
best only an outline of a, policy; but if the 
thoughtful r0ade1· will give the ideas h01·cin 
suggested an honest and careful consideration_, 
he will, I am convinced, soon recognise that 
somewhere along this line we are going· to find, 
if anywhere. a practical solution of this very 
important " Question." 

My thanks arc hereby accorded to tho Hev. 
Father .Abbot of ::t\:[ariam1 hi! l for photos fo1· 
illustrations, rrnd to Rev. A. Hl'yaut for informa­
tion kindly afforded. 

'r[rn Ao'fIIOR. 



ERRATA. 

Page I. For ".1:\bout a million ab]o-hoclied 
men" rea<l "About a quarter of a million 
a.ble-1,odiocl men." 

Pago 11. For "Cetwayo's eldest son " read 
"one of Cetwayo's sons." 

Pago ~;'>. I have nsed one of the ordinary ways 
of spclli11g "lireza." I would prefer 
" khleza " us expressing more correctly 
the proper sound. 

Page 32. For "ganwa" read "gaua." 

Page 39. For " tola. wcha." read "tola wcma." 

Page 47. F'ur "isnangu" rea.cl "insangu." 

Pago ,H), last para. For "lion dresses., read 
"loin llrosses." 

Page DI, :)nJ par. 
"incleii11itcly.-'' 

For " infinitely" road 

Page D0t. For" Urnzilitikazi" read "Umzilikazi." 

Pago l 63. 1st ]ine, insert "other" after "no." 
4th line, insert "requires" after "effort." 

On illustration faci11g pagl-' 21. For "wizard" 
read " Sanusi." 

RP. 



I 

I' 
I I 
I I 

I 

l 
I 







THE ZULU IN THREE TENSES. 

P.ART I.-THE PAST. 

CU.APTER J. 

~infor~ anb C6aracftr. 
That. the Zulu man has a distinct objection 

lo systematic au<l continuous labour, that he is in 
fact "a stupid lazy fellow," unquestionably 
accounts bot.Ii for tlw infol'ior social position 
which he occupies, a1111 for the poor opi11ion held of 
him by Europeans general!y. 

If science is right in asserting of anything 
that can grow, that its ultimate development is 
determiued very greatly by its cnvirolllneut, an 
euquir_y as to the climatic conditions uuder which 
the Zulu has gn.J1n1 up, and into the social customs 
au<l surroundings of his past life, is at once sug­
gested; with the twofold objed of finding the 
causes of those traits of character which have 
proved potent. to his degeneration hitherto, and 
of discovering tho key to the problem of how to 
improve him in the futuro. And when we re­
member that we h~vo about n million able-bodied 
men who "<lo not want to work," whilst our indus­
tries are paralysed for want of labour, we shall 
see tlrnt this quest is lt Ycry important one. 

'l'he home of the Zulu may be said to be the 
tract of country on the South African Coast lying 
between the 27th and 31st degrees of Soutli Lati­
tude, a district about 2-10 milei:; long, running 
parallel with the sea coast, and extending from 
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the sea, on the average, about 200 miles inland; 
RO that both with regard to its distance from the 
Equator, and its proximity to the Ocean, it is 
essentially a sub-tropical country. 

The Coast belt, ,,ith a width of some 60 or 
70 miles from the sea, is so uniformly warm that, 
except in wet weather and a few exceptionally 
cool nights iu the year, thick clothing for slee1)ing 
purposes is quite supererogatory; in the summer 
months the native servant boys may often be seen 
lying about in the open air, covered only with a 
cotton sheet for decency's sake, and even then 
perspiring profusely, preferring this to the close­
ness of the sleeping room provided for them. 

In their own grass-covered huts, ,vann, and 
yet well ventilated, with hard earthen floors, dur­
ing ten months of the year enough warmth is pro­
vided by a mat, with the aforesaid cotton sheet, or 
a piece of salempore drapery for the girls; and a 
small fire of wood easily obtained in the Coast 
districts is all that is needed for domestic comfort 
even in mid-winter. 

In the upper districts, where wood is scarce 
and the temperature colder, a bounteous provision 
of nature meets the Zulu's need to the full. The 
cow dung, which on the Coast would be eaten by 
insects within 12 hours, here harclens to the con­
sistency of cork, and forms a fuel of great heat 
producing power; if the fumes are somewhat 
pungent and offensive,. all he has to do is to keep 
his hea:cl near the floor, and he can go to sleep 
w-ith no fear of being :nrnkened by the cold. The 
storing of this dung-fuel is a very important 
matter in these higher districts. All the cow 
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duno- obtainable is collected in the wrnter months, 
b 

nuHle up into flat cakes about the size of a dinner 
plate, and about 11- inches thick. These are stuck 
about all over the stone walls of the cattle kraal or 
garden walls, if garden there is, until dry; they 
are then stacked, and covered over ,\·ith grass to 
keep them :from the summer rains. To sit round 
a fire of these peats whilst the rain i::s pouring in 
torre11ts outside on some dark stormy night is one 
of the many incidents of life in t111s sunny land 
tending- to make a man feel devoutly thankful. 

Dt~ring the whole year, with a few exceptions, 
the miLlclle of the clay is quite warm euough to be 
out without any but the thinnest clothing-. If a 
cold wind is blowing, a seat under the shelter of 
the kraal fence, or wall, will be found so comfort­
able that with nothing to occupy his mind, our 
Zulu will probably be soon found fast asleep; or if 
two or three of his companions are with him, an 
hour or two may be pleasantly spent dressing one 
another·s head gear, especially if they arc 
"amakehla," i.e., men w1Lh the head ring. It is 
only on wet days that anything out of Urn common 
seems neecled for comfort, even i11 the colder 
parts; and then, with a nice warm fire at hand, 
what could IJOssibh·, and with better reason SUO"-

• ' t:, 

gest itse1f as the best thing to be done than to take 
"a good slc>ep?" 

\Vith such a climate it can easih· be seen how 
habits of indolence are developed. • Iu winter it 
is too cold before 10 o'clock in the morning to be 
about and doing anything, and in summer the 
reverse process obtains, for it is too hot after 10 
o'clock; and if sometimes there should be a little 



meutal confusion as to whether it 1s winter or 
summer, and if the confusion results in lying 
about till mid-day, it surely need not be a matter 
of either astonishment or censure. In this way is 
gradually contracted the habit of clorng nothing 
all day; and "·ith uo need for clothing Ill summer, 
and no necessity to expose oneself to the cold in 
winter, ha bits of listless laziness are easily formed, 
and hard to be shaken oil. 

To this clinrntic iuducement to laziness there 
has b0en added the custom universally obtaming 
among the Zulus 0£ relegating to the women 
most of the manual labour required in the pro­
duction of food and the comforts o:f home. rrhe 
man might build the frame"·ork of the hut he 
was to live in, and the fence that surrounded his 
kraal; he might milk the cows, or herd them in 
rough weather; might clear the bush for the 
garden plots; fashion a milk pail, or a pillow of 
wood for his head to rest upon, the same pillow 
doing service as a chair in the day time-but the 
women must cut the grass and thatch the hut, 
carry the water, cook the foocl, and cultivate, reap, 
thrash, and store the yearly crops needed for 
home consumption; and so as the part that the 
man might perform was one not requiring to be 
frequently repeatecl, he had often, perforce, to be 
doing- nothing, for there was nothing to do. 

A further inducement to dilatoriness arose 
from the fact that for the little he might do, there 
was no hurry. Take the buildiug of a hut, for 
instance. ·when this extraordinary piece of 
hard work Jjarl to be done, his wife, or wives, 
were instructed to make a brow of "utshwala," 







nat,ive beer; his neighbours were duly informed 
of his intention to arise and build, and, what was 
of much more importance to them, of the fact that 
beer would be on hand on a certain ,day. 'l'he day 
having arrived, these neighbours would gather 
one by one, arriving somewhere about 10 or 11 in 
the morning, for they could not come before milk­
ing the cows, which is usually done about 11 
o'cloek, and in winter even later. After con­
siderable delay in waiting till all should be 
assemblecl, a delay relieved by sunclry snuff 
takings, together with frequent hints as to the 
warm weather (hints which the host, as a rule, was 
too wise to notice, inasmuch as to have given heed 
to the request suggested would have been to post­
pone hut buihling to some other day), at last the 
work was begun, aud perhaps for three, or even 
four, solid hours, the whole party would concen­
trate its energies on the task before it. But 
human endurance has i{;s limits, and the time 
mentioned generally fou{1a the limit, and an 
irresistible appeal would be made to moisten their 
pnrchecl lips. This appeal would usually be 
acceded to with a good grace by the host, for 
by this time he, too, was nearly "fili'' (dead), and 
the beer woul,1 go round, or, rather, go -down, to 
the tune of a g:1 llon or two a piece, if tlie host was 
a liberal mau. Of course, nothing more was done 
that day. If the beer was good both i.n quality 
and quantity, the frietHls would put in :m 
appearance the next nay also, after which the 
owner would he left to finish the job. This he 
might do in another day or two, unless it should 
come to his knowledge that there was to be a hunt 
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or a Janee anywhere within six mlles, in which 
caso a more lengthened postponement of comple­
tion would result; since, of course, the hope of 
killincr a buck, or having a dance and a feed, 
would put the imporhtn~e of the work in hand 
altogether in the background. 

X or shou!tl the fact be forgoHcn when we 
are looking for the cause of his disi11cli11atio11 to 
work that the tenure on which he held his life 
was of such an uncertain character as to make per­
sistent efforts to improve his surroundings a very 
unlikely thiug. Nationally, the Zulu preserved 
his existe11ce by the strength of his good right 
arm. Liable at any moment to be attacked by 
:mme adjoining tribe, and exposed to the further 
rlanger of internal treachery on the part o:t some 
important chief, it w·as always the policy of the 
King to keep his regiments in a state of prepared­
ness to resist an invasion from without, and by 
making them frequently parade at .headquarters, 
to prevent anything like combination against his 
royal person and rights from within. Add to this 
the fact that if anyone had been industrious 
enough to surround himself with comfort and 
wealth, he thereby exposed himself to the avarice 
of the King on the one band, or the jealousy of 
some "friend" on the other. The result was the 
same in either case; a party would be despatched 
t.o "wipe him out," and some fine morning, just 
before day break, the inmates of his kraal would 
be awalrnnecl hy the dreaded cry of "ihlangeni," 
i.e., "the circle is complete," and the smoking huts 
and circling vultures would be all that was le:ft to 
tell the tale of de-struction, and to point out the 



rewar<l of the man who "went one better" than his 
neighbours. 'l'o have been hard-working with 
such a prospect would have surely been the pur­
suit of virtue under difficulties. 

Still another item must be added to the list 
of things that tended to keep him indolent: he 
was distinctly conservative, following with care­
ful steps in the old paths that his forefathers had 
walked in: and that not so much because he had 
not brains enough to ask whether an alteration 
would be an improvement, as because even if he 
could prove that it would be, he dare not say so, 
for underlying the whole national life was a super­
stitious belief in witchcraft that effectually pre­
v·en terl him from venturing far into the region of 
enquiry or speculation. This belief in witch­
craft is not only the explanation of much of the 
Zulu laziness and stupidity, but is a valid excuse 
for a great deal of it. Ile seldom enquired into 
the reason of things, because to have gone about 
asking out-of-the-way questions in those days 
would ha,e been very risky, since by doing so he 
would have rendered himself liable to be suspected 
of some sinister purpose. To have attempted any 
alteration in mode of living or social custom could 
have but one explanation, and that a very bad one, 
so that he was compelled to be intensely conserva­
tive in action, and limited in thought. To have 
started something new would have been regarded 
as decidedly suspicious, and miglit, probably 
would, ha,e cost him his life, and so he never 
asked Row? or 1.Vhy? about even the most un­
usual thing. He dar~d not let himself do 1t. If 
asked why a certain name was given to a moun-



tain, or a river, his answer would probably be: 
"The old people called it so." But why? "Oh, 
the old people knew." 

'l'his ever-present -dread of witchcraft showed 
itself in many ways. Travellers in Zululan<l or 
in Natal among the Native kraals away from the 
trunk ronds of the country must often have been 
struck with the suddenness with which the paths 
diverge from a straight line to a short semicircle. 
This, too, hae its explanation very often in the 
superstitious fear felt by the people. .Some little 
shrub, growing by the side, of the path, or u 
branch from a neighbouring tree had been broken 
by the. wind or some passing animal, and had 
fallen or blown across the pathway. The first 
Zulu traveller coming that way saw it lying across 
the pnth. ".Ah," he thought, "this means 
danger; some P.vil dispuse<l person has put 1t here 
so that touching it I might be bewitched." So he 
turned aside, went round it, and rejomeil the path 
beyond. The next man coming that way saw 
not only the branc:h lying across the path, but 
also the faintly trodden grass round it. ".Ah,,. 
he thought "the man who went round that stick 
knew something"; and he also went round; and 
so, long after the branch had been blown away 
by the wind, the passing traveller, seeing the path­
way deviating just here, would follow o~ the same 
impulse, until, at length, the old path was grown 
over with grass and the permanent pathwav had 
a kink in it. Very seldom indeed would a, Zulu 
remove any obstruction of the kind, and more 
thni, once have I been warned of the clanger of 
doing so. "You might fall down dead," or "it 



might turn into a large snake, which would at 
once bite you." It is all very well 1or uineteen 
centuries of enlightenment to luugh at this ignor­
ant savage, but to him it is all very real, and very 
dreadful. 

And last, but not by any means the least, in 
the cal.eg-ory of sinister influence that tended to 
repress any iiupulse in the direction of work, 
either mental, or physical, was the hydra-headed 
one of polygamy. 

\\"hatever may have been the effect of this 
custom in other countries, where civilisation is 
more advanced, it is quite certain that among this 
people, r,.lready heavily fettered by such super­
stitious and social customs as I have described, 
ih1 effects were most permc10us. "\Vith an 
overwhelming majority on the side of the female 
sex, owing principally, though not altogether, 
to the decimating effect of war among the men, 
aucl with the very limited number of wants that 
made up his social life, the Zulu lost all induce­
ment8 to rise above U1e crndcst passions. \\rit 11 

scarcely anything with which to occupy himself 
when not at war, it is small wonder that he sur­
rounded himself with wives, as any savage would, 
having before him the ever-present fact that the 
more the wives, the more the food; so with cattle 
plentiful, ancl girls abundant and cheap, we need 
uot wonder if the man remained .debased. And 
so, just in proportion as he moved forward, so did 
the hope, even the possibility, of his ever becom­
ing "a working man" recede; a fact fhat we shall 
have to reckon with in the later pages of this book. 



Thus we see t.hat in the dim, shadowy, pre­
historic past of the Zulu there were many subtle 
influences reaching out like the tentacles of some 
monstrous octopus, reaching out, ancl holdmg on 
to, ancl gradually binding llown as -in a very death 
squcezo, the energies of hand and brain that might 
under other circumstances have developed into in­
telligence and honest plodding industry, for the 
physique of the Zulu is almost. perfect; until, 
with the lapse of time, "We find him inert and 
inapt, the only development observable being in 
the direction of a strong will to <lo nothing. 

However much we may be disgusted with the 
Zulu as thus we find him, we certainly ought to 
pity him, for being what, under the circum­
stances, he could not help being; and if our pity 
is honest, we ought to bring to his rescue some 
of the many resources on which we pricle ourselves 
so murh. 



i,j 
.J 
I-
I-
<I: 

(.) 

0: 
0 
(1. 

w 
0: .... ::) 
C/) 

0 
.J 
c..> 
z 
Ul 
I.LI 
z 
0 
I-
(/) 

c.J 
z 
3 
w 
:r 
C/) 

ui 
0 
z 
<I: 
.J 
0. 
:) 

I.LI 
:r 
I-
z 
.J 
<I: 
<I: 
0: 
~ 





CHAPTER II 

Cu£Stoms. 

In the preceding chapter, we have seen ho~ 
dimate, superstition, ancl polygamy, have contri­
buted to develop habits of indolence, both of body 
and mincl; but, as other aspects of :lulu life an<l 
habit have to be recognised, it will not be with­
out value if a chapter or bYo be devoted to a 
closer notice of the customs that have so long pre­
vailell among this people. 

The effect of ancestral customs told on a 
very early stage of life. A boy (let us say) was 
born just when lungsickness begau to destroy the 
large henls of cattle, which once were so common. 
Custom suggested that he should be called 
Jf aha.r,ana, or lungsickness, for the Zulus, to 
make amends for the lack of a calendar, were wont 
to give names for their children commemorative 
0£ important or interesting passing events. So, 
also, a girl, born at the same time, would pro­
bably be called l\T onijovu, that is, ,accination; if 
born when her parents were on a journey, she 
might be called Nondhlela, that is, pathway; or 
.Yomqwaqo, roachYay. If a man was of a sanguine, 
hopeful, or boastful spirit, he would call his son, 
perhaps, Jf andlda ka yise, the strength of his 
father. C'etshwayo's eldest son is named 
'J,f an::olwrzndhle, water of the ocean, in memory 
of the fact that he was born on shipboard when 
his parents were returning from exile. 



X ow, if )lahag:rna should ha,·c been un­
forrnuatt, enough to be one of twins, his future 
,lt'~tin,· on t>arth, for a few hours, would be 
:.aug-i;1g-. not on a thread, but on au idea. If 
:.:::- du1;lieate was a girl, he would he fairly sale 
~.s yec>t; if a boy, it would have been a case of the 
::i...:,i,al of the fittest, as judged by the midwife. 
For t,ue must die; to have allowed both of twins 
~v ~iYe wouhl be to have eusured sickness and 
5!10!'1ened life for one of the parents, so a sma'il 
=':.ece of t:,arth was placed by the midwife m the 
·::.:-oat of the one she thought the least fa,oured, 
-=-: ··one of the children had <lied"-not been 
k:J~.]. A.n albino chih1 was ne,er, in the old 
,.;-;-_.,_ allowed to live; it was called a monkey, 

··I;.~:au,·' and met n moukey·s fate. 
Children were not gi,en their mother"s milk 

: ,.- ;~ fow days after hirth; three in the case of a 
~: • 

0 ix if a hoy-they were fell on pap. 
·.:it.h the thought of power always 111 his 

...... •., tl11! 011e Old TPstameut idea which the 
Z ... ;, ·~·:,_p1 1!111lorsod wns the value oi children. 
·'· r,; r,r:,'.i:d I y. 'J1o the Psalmist'::: declaration 

' ' 
~ • lI:,pp,Y is l.lin mnn whose qm,ei· is full of 

• • • • tfi,~y ~liall 1111{. ht' aslunnt>d: but they shall 
' : •· • ;t I, I hn 1•111•111.r i11 t ht' g-att'.'~ ht' PYt"'r f!a,·e 

•• ,,,H, 1wi111111, 11111. h1,11rty ''_.:\n1t'n··: and so, if 
;, .. ,,;,· •• 1,,11,,w was a g-irl. ~ht' n'ry soon ··"as 
,,,,,J 1,,, r-1'11111 i 11t1d II lt1111' tl, nw1wpolise his 

, 

I, 

'· '· ·, 11,,,,1i1111 1'111· lht' t\t'Xt twl, Yt'~1rs. for 
,,,,, h.,,J :ii~11i11 d1•1•r.-11d tlrnt {,,r ~, ·,n"mau to 

.,, • 1 f,;/,1 1,,-1',,," I Ii,, pn,,·inn~ tlll(' c,,uld w~1lk 
·n ,,,,.,1,1I,,,111-11•1111d11I 111' tlh' Wt'l"~t typt .. : and. 

• 11 I, ,, vi,,l,d i1111 of pr,,prit'ty \'1'ry :;t,ld.0111 
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Like all other boys, ~fahagana was often 
hungry, and beside the ordinary mother's milk, 
which, iu time, he learned to take uuder all sorts 
of circumstances, standing by his mother's side, or 
on her knees, as she squatted on the ground, he 
would be stuffed as full of curded milk as his 
little stomach would allow, with the natural 
result of considerable auatomica l distcnsiou. This 
was a fact on which he would cougratulnte him­
self heartily later on iu life, when a very i1nport­
ant consideration was how much beer he could 
drink. 

As he was yet too young to be left alone, his 
mo: her, of course, had to carry 11im, wliich she 
usually did by placi11g him on her back, with one 
of his tiny legs sticking out on each sicle of her 
body, in a skin which she fastened rouud the top 
of her chest, aud round her waist. .U ere .Master 
~Iahagaua would pass many a happy hour, with 
his he~ul lolling over lhc top of the skin, whilst 
his mother hoecl the garden, or carried home a 
huge bundle of firewood for rooki.ng purposes. 

In course of time, when he was about 10 years 
of age, he would be sent to herd the calves, and as 
these were always kept near the home, the little 
follow would be within call. Previous to Chalrn's 
time the rite of circumcision was practised by 
the Zulus, hut Chaka seems to have put a stop to 
it; though whether, as some sny, it was thought to 
make a man weak and sickly, so that 1t o-raduallv 
clierl out, or was prohibited by royal ed1ci: does no~t 
appear certain; but so for as I can find out, it has 
not been praf!ti~0d since Chaka's time. ] t was 
usually performed about the tenth year. 



As calf-herd, ).lahagana would meet with the 
first of his life's troubles. Like all boys, he would 
be fond of play, and his calves, like all calves, 
would be fond of their mothers; und 1t often hap­
pened, by a curious coincidence, that these fond­
nesses would develop at the same time, and woe 
to 1Iahagana if the calves got to tiieii- mothers, 
with no one there to drive them away. The catas­
trophe meant no milk that night, aud 1t also 
meant the special atteution of his father, who 
was not at all particular as to the size of the stick 
that he used by way of teaching the ooy to look 
after i:he calves properly. But worse than this 
was the bullying he got from the bigger boys, who 
herded the other cattle; for the abnfana ba rnatole, 
calf-boys, like himself, were made to fag for the 
higger ones at all times, and the way in which 
they ''"ere treated was often cruel indeed. So he 
began to tell lies, to be generally deceitful, and, 
when he had the chance, spiteful. 

At th 1s age, )lahagana has, of course, ceased 
to be fed by his mother, though still on the sly 
he would go and eat with the women when hungry. 
The men always eat first, and alone; even among 
the most civilised natives of the present time, 
there are comparative]y very few families in 
which the wife eats with her husband. "\Vhen 
).Iahagana's father was eating, the son would sit 
close by, silen t]y waiting till his turn came; 
taking particular care not to spit for any cause, 
since to spit at a meal would be an outrage on all 
propriety, and punished accordingly. Having 
finished, his father would offer him a spoonful of 
what he was eating, probably Amasi, curded 
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milk, usually mixed with u.mcaba, boiled mealies 
rubbed between two stones; or it might be 
isijinqi, porridge. At this crisis, he must extend 
both hands held together, cup fashion ; for boys 
might not use spoons. The food would be placed 
in his hands, and so conveyed to his mouth. Some­
times a little would be left for him in the bowl, 
and still he might use his hand only, ladling the 
food to his mouth with it, and when it was fimshed 
he would lick his hands to clean them. In receiv­
ing any gift both hands must be extended 
together to receive it, however small it may be; 
to offer to take it with one hand would bo to be­
little both the gift and the giver. 

As he grew older, ::llahagana would be pro­
moted to herding the older cuttle, but both as 
calf-boy and general herd boy he would be con­
stantly exercising himself in fencing. The use of 
fists was never known to Zulus, and very seldom, 
if ever, the use of single-stick. They employed 
always two sticks, with which they became fairly 
proficient, though I have seen a European ex­
pert in the use of tho single-stick disarm natives 
using two sticks, who were looked upon by their 
fellows as "izinyanga," experts, to their great 
astonishment. 

'fhesA fencing exercises were always of a 
severe character. They were generally learnt in 
warm blood, the elder boys jeering and taunting 
the combatants till their tempers were up. There 
was always a fight to the finish, one of the com­
batants at length having to run for his life. The 
exercise certainly made the boys hardy and self­
reliant. 



At fourteen or fifteen, or in some cases even 
earlier, Mahagana wouh1 proLably be callc<l upon 
to act as" 0 dibi," ca111p Loy, a<..:companying the army 
when ou the move, carrying his brother's or his 
fatl1er's impedimenta: mat, foo<l, smoking horn, 
an<l so forth; always keepmg in tlle rear, yet 
:.1lways at hallll, when a halt was called, to make 
the fire, ~1nd be generally useful. 

His next step would be the all-important one 
of being enlisted in some regiment, the one great 
thing which he ha<l looked forward to for years. 
Perhaps the Kiug '\\Ould call into existence a new 
regiment, or, as often happened, would streugthen 
the last-formed one by drafts from the young men 
not yet called out. In either case, the royal 
word woul<l go round, "Young men of a certain 
age must enlist," and this was effecte<l by cere­
monies which will be described _in another chapter. 

After, perhaps, ten or more years of soldier 
life, another royal edict "·ould be promulgated: 
"Let the -- regiment (namiug it) 'tunga,' n i.e., 
put on the head ring, literally "sew, .. as the ring 
is sewn on to t.he scalp-locks left to receive it. 
This was the royal permission to marry. 

Yet a few more years, aucl if the times were 
peaceful. 1fohag-ana, by t.his time a micldle aged 
man, would be found resting in the bosom of his 
family, exercising the hospitality for which the 
Zulu wa5 famous, and living the ideal life; with 
plenty of food ancl drink, and nothing to do. 

Ilut supposing ~fahagana, instead of being 
born a boy, had been a girl, what a different kind 
of life would his have been! If born at a time of 
war, the lass would have not improbably been 
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calle<l N 0'1n11i, the Army, or N omabuto, the 
sol<liers. Iler mother's pet she miglit be, but to 
her father she was only an "isifazana," female, 
and the 011ly value he placed on her, and the only 
interest which he showed in her life was owing 
to the fact that by-and-bye she would bring him 
some cattle. To him, meantime, she was the 
carry-all of the family. She could sweep out the 
huts, roll '..lp the mats, help with the children, an<l, 
as she grew ol<ler, help the women in the gar<len, 
get wood un<l water, and then-the sooner the 
better-marry, nnd so replenish the stock of cattle, 
which would be reduced Ly her father's or 
brother's marriage. Sometimes the father would 
be gracious to her. In his sentimental moods i1e.• 
might kiss her, but he generally left that to other 
folk. In a11 his <lay-dreams of future greatness 
or comfort she had no part. To her mother she 
was very much more. Her mother relied on her 
for constant help; which, by the way, was, at 
least in the earlier years, cheerfully given. 

The first, and up till her marriage, tJie only 
special mark of regard that she received from her 
father was at the time ,vheu she passed from chjld­
hood to womanhood, when he would give her :1. 
beast; this was called "Ukwemula." I£ too poor 
to give her a beast, he would give her two goats, 
and postpone the giving of a beast till later on; 
and some time after she was actually married­
months probably-she would pay a v1~it to her old 
homo, and have it killed for her women friends. 

This period of female life was usually cele­
brated in a special manner. Her girl friends and 
contemporaries from the adjoining kraals would 
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come to visit her, remaining in the hut with her 
all day, no one else being allowed to enter· the hut. 
This contiuued for sometimes five or six days. At 
night the girls would go home, returning in the 
morniug, and a goat would be killed and eaten by 
the company, the party concluding by gomg to 
the river to bathe, after which there was dancing 
and, of course, beer drinking. Thus, the fact of 
her having arrived at lllat.11rity would be generally 
advertised to the community; she had ceased to be 
a child, and became known as an ,.-intombi," a 
young woman. 

Uf course, like her lighter coloured sisters, 
she indulged in sundry flirtations, wherein, lack­
ing, as she did, the advantage of the post office, 
she had to send verbal messages by her younger 
sisters. 'rl1is, if it did nothing else, educated 
the younger sisters into some of the bewitching 
mysteries which awaited themselves in later years. 
To all these courtships the father always turned 
his blind eye; very freely these things were dis­
cussed with the mother and sisters, but father was 
always, as for as possible, kept in the dark; a 
practice probably not confined to Africa. 

After perhaps a few years of this "single 
blessedness," she would follow the very ancient 
custom of "getting married," the ceremomes con­
nected with which will be found in the next 
chapter. Raving presented her husband with 
three or four (seldom more) ''little images of sin," 
she had, as n rule, to give place to the attractions 
of the last partner of his joys whom he had taken 
to his manly bosom, and from about her :forty­
fifth year she would be relegated to the "Salu-
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kazi," the old women's quarters, living practically 
a lonely life, despised, kicked, and cuffed about 
by everybody. Her own daughters would by 
this time probably have been marriecl and gone, 
and with 110 one else in the world to care the 
least for her, she shared with the other old women 
a life that was miserable indeed. )lany of these 
old women, in times when food was scarce, were 
literally starved to deat.h by sheer neglect .. Jeered 
at when begg-i11g for food, they were too old to 
cook or dig; groaning in pain with sickness, or 
prostrate and eaten up with fever, they were 
cruelly ignoretl until death gave them a happy 
release. 

As both ~fohagana and :Ko'mpi were but 
ordinary mortals, anil as such subject to all the 
ills that flesh is heir to, they were sometimes sick, 
and it may be of interest to uote how they were 
treated. 

Here let me interpose that as most 0£ their 
food was of either a milk or vegetable character, 
and much of it was eaten cold, or almost so, and 
as Zulus were very attentive to washing their 
teeth a-ft:er eatiug, they preserved splendid powers 
both of mastication aucl digestion; so that the prin­
cipal constitutional troubles of these hrn worthies 
would be "Umkuhlana," that is, influenza, and 
an ocr.asional attack of "Umrudo," diarrhoea., or 
perhaps dysentery, caused by drinking bad water. 
Perhaps if they li,ed in a malarial district, they 
might catch "Imbo," fever. .Aud, of course, 
wounds and sprains, accidentally caused, would 
be not infrequent. 



For all slight cases of influenza they would 
be treat.eel by their father to a dose of "Amnk­
ambi," herbs, several kinds of which were known 
to most Zulu men. 'l'he herbs themselves, niany 
at least, are undoubtedly possessed of considerable 
mediciual virtue, and are (tog-ether with some of 
the barks from trees, notably the herbs "lboza," 
"Umhlonyan," the barks ''::;ibara" and "Jlondi," 
allll the roots of i.he ';Ij ingijolo," and others, too 
numerous to mention) well ,vorthy of the atten­
tion of the European medical fratermty. But 
the very crude way in which they were prepared 
made them sometimes more dangerous than the 
diseases they were giveu to cure. A handful 
of leavl's, or roots, of the selected plants wouhl 
he either boiled, or steeped in boiling water, and 
the amnieur physician woul,l give, pPrhaps, half 
a pint. of the decoction to the sick person, utterly 
ignoring the fact that the strength of the herbs 
would vary at different seasous of the year, and 
that the length of time during wluch n given 
quantity was boiled would materially affect the 
strength of the <lecoctiou mnde. LI owever, it 
was given, and if no improvement resulted, some 
other herb would be tried. Should the sidcness 
increase, some more skilful person ,..,.ould be called 
in, when possibly llleediug would be suggested, 
especia11y if there was any acute pain. This 
bleeding was usually done by pinching up the 
skin into a ridge, and notching it slightly with 
some slrnrp instrument, and rubbing in the burnt 
ash of eeriain plants to make the blood run freely. 
Sometimes us many as a dozen of t~ese little cuts 
would be made, but the actual amount of blood 
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token was very small. In cases of swelling of 
every kind, this cutting was always practised, 
with the idea Hiat it was lhe bad blood gathered 
to the one place that caused the pain. 

Should the disease still refuse to yield to the 
treatment given, superstttion would begin to sug­
gest "foul play," and an ·'Isanusi" or "Isaugoma," 
that is a diviner, would lie calle1l rn to discover 
the cause of this persistent illness, and to suggest 
a. remedy. The cause was usna1ly found t.o be 
that some oue had "ponsile," bewitched, the 
patient; and the remedy was many mysterious 
inca11tations, with, of course, a beast to be killed, 
of which i.he doctor always got his share, in addi­
tion to another beast, by way of profess10nal fee, 
if the patient was cured. 

1fedical treatment was thus generally of a 
very haphazard character, and the result very 
much a case in which the fittest only survived. The 
weaker constitutions went under, bnt as the Zulu's 
constitution was extraordinarily strong, there 
were not so mauy fatal cases as then· pnmitive 
method of treatment would have led one to sup­
pose. In the case, however, of malaria, scores 
died anmrnlly in the fever country, the native 
treatment of it being practically useless. Fomen­
tation was sometimes adopted to relieve pam, but 
the remec1ies described were practically all they 
had. 

Lives lived so centred in self, and condemned 
to such blind acceptance of other people's ideas, 
very naturally grew fatally contracted nnd 
dwarfed, ancl anything like manliness of spnit or 
interest in others' welfare simply impossible. If, 
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then, we find it difficult now to get the Zulu man 
to untlerstand our ideal life, or make an attempt 
to copy it, need we wonder? 
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CH.APTER III 

Until the time of Chalrn, tho Zulu tribes 
(each an indepeutlent unit) preserved tlieir tribal 
existence by a system of armed defence. They 
were always liabl<' to be attackeJ by some maraud­
ing neighbonr,anJ so "rcmly, aye ready" was every 
man's motto. But llllller the military genius and 
prowess of Chaka, the Zulu Napoleon, these di£­
fere11t trihes were consoli(lnted into one strong 
nation, attacks from without became less frequent, 
and the miitlaiT scn·ice of the country took the 
form more of attack than defence. 'l'liis did not 
menu less fighting for the army; on the con­
trary, flushed by almost continuous success, 
Chaka 's ambition for conquest led him to send 
his soldiers further and ;vet further afield, so that 
fighting was almost constaut. 

One result of the fame which his invincibles 
had gained fo1· themseh-es was that the home life 
0£ the country ,,as fairly secure, anJ therefore 
tra11q uil: and this freedom from anxiety tended 
to make the people more self-confident and hope­
ful. 'J'he very opposite effect was, of course, pro­
ducocl in the m incls 0£ all the surrounding tribes, 
because the,· never knew when Chako.'s hordes ., 
would be seen invading their borders. Living 
in constant expectation of this, theirs was a moat 
restless, anxious life. If crops were planted, it 
was on small patches, in out of the way places; 



an<l they ,..-ere reaped very oft.en before being 
ripe, lest they should be spoiled by some maraud­
ing party. ); o oue could settle down to live com­
fortably, and the nerve-tension produced-by such a. 
state of things was ofteu so great that the cry 
henrd perhaps in the stillness of the night, 
"Iugeno'' (that is, ··It-tl1e nrmy-has entered") 
\T"O.S enough to scud them in a wilrl stampede to 
the rno1mini11 fostnesses, or to st~ek the assistance 
0£ some stronger tribe, with the hope that by 
joini11g forces they might be able to repel the 
invader. 

I have heard olcl men sav, wit.h bat.eel breath, 
spe:-iki ng of those days, ··Ahl wlute mnu, we 
never kne\",· what sleep wns." 

So fascinating did this kind of hunting be­
come to the Zulu warriors, that little else was 
thought of. 'The whole of life becnme martial, 
and every man was emphatically a "man of ,var," 
blooclthirst.y, cruel, nud devilish. 

It will be interesting to 11oticr the eqmpment 
,vith which these men took the :field, and with 
which they for a time Iaitl a. very large part of 
South Africa under tribute; but first \\"C ought to 
note the steps by which each became a sold10r. 
The cirr.umstances that accompanied his entrance 
into militar~- life were few and simple, but the 
principal objed aimed at by them wo.uld appear 
to have been the ,levelopmeut of personal strength 
~md courag-e. 

Every boy over ten years of age was liable t-0 
be called upon by his father, uncle, or elder 
brother to do the carrying of sleeping mats, water 
gourds, sm0king horn, etc., for him wlienever 
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goi11g to his military kraal; where also he might 
even remain, doing the cooking, errand-running, 
and the, like for his particular master so iong as 
he remained there. Such a boy was called an 
"u(lu) dihi," and every boy had at some time or 
other to work ns one. 

0 pon reaching his fourteenth or fifteenth 
year, he wou lcl, any day he likc1l, run off from his 
home to the nearest military kraal, in order to 
"hreza." Thero he would join lumself to the 
common herd of boys of about the same ng11 who 
were there for the same purpose; and he would 
join them in thP herding o.f cattle, milking, and so 
forth, in which the_,· were eng-agc<l. 11 e would 
g-ct something to ent as best he could. '!'his fact 
it was that drove him, and the ot.her bovs also, to 
the universal custom of filling their beilies with 
milk at milking time, by milking a. goodly quan­
tity thereof from tho udder direct to their 
mouths ("uku-hreza") instead of into the milk 
pnil. This hnbit was permitted, and ga,e rise to 
the name "uku-hreza," afterwards applied to the 
ceremouy of being enlisted into a regiment. All 
the boys throughout the country "herezaing" at 
tlie snrne time nt the different miliforv kraals 

•' 

woul11 be ca1le1l by the same name, e.g., u. Blzod-
hfokufa, so that he would lie called an 

-z1 Bhodl,lnku/a. He woul<l remain thC're for per­
haps five or six rn011ths, just as long as he likccl, 
and when he fe.lt inclined would, without further 
ado, leave for home . 

.A!. soon as the King considered that there 
were throug-hout the country enough such boys 
to form a regiment, he would (generally at the 
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]lkosi, i.e., the time of the feast of the first fruits) 
caJl them all up by causing it to be proclaimed 
''the u lJlwdlduku,fa will gather at one of the royal 
kraals." 'l'his mandate inclucled the lads of all 
the clift'erent tribes, who would be ranked m dif­
ferent companies of no special number, the 
1, dibi lads of each tribe forming a separate com­
pany. As these tribes were numerous, the 
aggregate gathering might number anything from 
two to fi-rn thousand . 

.A la!"ge military kraal was formed of huts 
built by the boys themselves, in which they would 
take up their residence for it might be seven or 
Pight months at a stretch. To each company a 
number of cows was given, the wilder the better, 
as the whole apparent purp_ose of this camp was 
to call out the stre11gth, activity, endurance, and 
courage of the young warriors. In this struggle 
for posses:3ion of the cow.s, and the contingent 
milk, the weaker ones generally got considerably 
knocked about, both by the cattle and the stronger 
boys. ~!any a young fellow who went up to 
lireza with his head filled with visions of coming 
glor~" never got through the prelimrnaries; or, if 
he dirl, it was to return home a cripple for life. 
The different companies were at length drafted 
into separate positions in the kraal, each having 
its own i11duna, or officer commanding, who was 
responsible for order in his own company. Thus 
camp life began. At this stage, it generally con­
sisted of building or repairing the huts or the wall 
:fences, and was varied with frequent fights be­
tween the boys of different tribes. On a set clay a 
number of large vessels, each containing a 
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quantity of pieces of fat roasted iuto liquid fat, 
amaxo:ro, were placed a bout, a1Hl en.eh lad in 
turn was expected to knee] down and, without 
touching the vessel, to put his mouth to the fat and 
drink a large quantity. 'rlus was the last fat they 
had for many a. long day, as for monfhs t.hey were 
fed on hut oue meal of boiled mealies in the 
twenty-four hours, and as much water as they 
liked to drink. 

'l'his discipline was thought to make them 
capable of long marches on little or no food; the 
actual effect was that many broke down through 
starvation, and all got very weak. "\Vhenever a 
youth got unbearably hungry he woul<l quietly 
run off home for a <lay or two, and have a good 
feed; and wheu, perhaps, after six mouths, he had 
had enough of the whole thing, he would, after 
merely announcing his intention to his officer, 
return home altogether. 

He might at any time after tliis, when so 
minded, clo another few mouths at his nulitary 
kraal, by way of change. From these customs 
arose the habit, now ineradicable in the race, of 
working away from home only for a few months, 
and then, as by a natural instinct, of giving way 
to an irresistible desire for home,; one of the 
habits that the employer of labour sincerely 
deplores. 

Soon after their occupation of their own mili­
tary kraal, the lads, hitherto known as the 
u .Bhodlilukufa, would have a regimental name 
g-iven them, c.q., 1,(ln)ve, and the kraal would take 
tke name of the regiment. The young men 



would be furnished with ox-hides of a· uuiform 
colour, or marking; each regiment had its own 
peculiarly coloured shiel<ls. 'l'hese they were 
taught to fashion into the regulation shape. 
Shields differed in length, because each one was 
cut. just long enough for its owuer to look over as 
he stood erect behiml it, but all were about 2ft. 
Gin. wide. ..\t the same time each man was sup­
plied with a number of rlried ox-tail skins, called 
fr,ii hrezo, as being issuetl at the time of nlrn hreza. 
They were usually white, and the young warrior 
hung them in strings round him, one string 
round his neck, another round his waist, and 
others just below the elbows aud knees. 'l'his 
stage o_f the proceedings was always marked by 
specially violent accompaniments; the better tails 
were struggled and fought for, and for a clay or two 
these conflicts were unceasing. :Men who have 
thcms,dn's gone through it hnve told me that after 
such a distribution so severe was the fightiug that 
though only sticks were allowed, the wounded, 
many of them unconscious, some dying. coufd be 
~een lying- about by scores, or even Jnmdreds. 

To those who in these conflicts had proved 
themselves to be possessed of special fighting 
po"·ers, gifts of ostrich feathers were made, to 
fix on their heads, and to each one who had secured 
special honours a present of two or three head of 
cattle would be made, which he might drive t.o his 
home. 

Then the whole force was dismissed; a suffi­
cient number, however, always remaining at this 
new· 1'.kanda, or military headquarters, to guard it. 
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The whole of the new regimen£ of ui·c would 
ever look upo11 this kraal as their home, aud for 
the rest of their life would spend some months 
every year withiu its precincts. 

In each military kraal there was au 1'si,qodlzlo, 
in which were establishecl a number of the King's 
wives, generally the older ones, as well as a num­
ber of the wn-1.Ydldwikulu girls. Their duty was 
to rlo the house and field work for ihe military in 
residence, inspired Ly an occasio11a1 visit of the 
King himself to the kraal. 

\\'hen starting on acti-ve service each soldier, 
adorned ,vith his -imi hre:w and ·intshe, ostrich 
:feathers, ;:f he ha!l a11y, paraded at h!'adqnarters, 
arrued with his shield and one assegai, the latter be­
ing a formitbble weapon with a blade about 18 
i1l('hes long antl about. t"·o inches broad, sharp 
on both edgesJ a11d fixed into a short, thick, 
strong handle of wood about 2ft. 6iu. long. 
Besides ihis, he carried one or two imi /jlziza, 
straight rods of hard wood, about 4ft. long, and an 
izcisa, knobstirk, a stick nhout 2ft. 6in. long, with 
a knoh ;J or 4 inches in diameter, made 0£ a strong 
tough woocl. As far as possible each warrior ha<l 
his own ml?"bi, who sometimes carried a spare 
nssegai for his master. Thus equipped these men 
could do journey:'\ of thirty miles n. day without any 
great effort, the distance travelled being generally 
regulated by the speed of the mlib-i. On special 
occasions this ,listance could be greatly exceeded. 

The at.tack was usually mncle in the form of 
R crescent., the outflanking horns endeavouring 
to complete a circle, with the enemy enclosocl; or, 
if possible to effect a surprise in the grey of the 



morning, the advance was made in n solid body. 
No quarter was given to any but the girls, who 
were iaken alive to be appropriated as their victors 
chose. 
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CHAPTER IV 

It is interesting to notice the provision that 
was made for the marrying of the race. rrhis 
was regularly arranged on a wholesale plan by the 
King. \,Vhen any regimenthadattaincclauageany­
wherc between thirty-five an~l forty-five years, 
the King would jubu, or order it to tunga, put on 
the head ring; this was a sign that they were con­
sidered ripe for marriage, but they could not 
actually marry until a second order had been 
given to ganwa.-marry. So much for the men. 

About the same time a girFs 1·buto, regiment, 
would be formed by the Ring·, for the purpose of 
iurnishing the necessary wives. At the Umkosi 
the King would give Lhe chief indunas orders to 
call up all the amaqikiza, marriageable girls, in 
the land. Their presence at the royal kraal 
would be economically utilised for doing the 
thatching of any huts that required it, and for 
making sleepiug mats, and the like, for the 
King's household. They would be given a com­
mon collective uame, e.g., isi T·imani'.. 

At that or the next umfosi the Kiug would 
issue an order that the is£ Timanc shoulf keh/a­
put on the marriage head dress. This brought 
them into line with the men, who had likewise 
been ordered to kchla, which was a sign that they, 
too, were ripe for marriage. At perhaps the 
next umkosi the order would be issued for the isi 



'.l'imane to gamca-marry-before which order 
none could lawfully do so. Most of them uow 
took the plunge, and lived happy ever afterwards. 

As to the ceremonies eounected with the mar­
riage rite, considerable variation in the details 
appears to have existed iu the di:ffereut tribes, but 
the following may be regar<led as a general out­
line. These may be somewhat leugthy, but they 
are not without interest, showing as they do that 
though women were looke<l upon very much as 
property, yet even in dark Zululand there was au 
assertive element in social life, and "woman's 
rights" were prerogatives both claimed and con­
ceded. 

It is just here that we catch the first glimpse 
of what elsewhere I shall try to demonstrate in 
greater detail: that in any system that contem­
plates reform aud advancement amoug this 
people, the woman must be reckoned with as an 
important element. 

,veil, then, Miss N omgwaqo has, in one of 
those mysterious ways known to her sex all the 
world over, succeeded in gaining for herself the 
affection, or the admiration, if you like that better, 
of Master Mshiwa, aud after a courtship, longer or 
shorter, as the case may be, she proceeds with the 
knowledge, consent, and advice of her elder 
sisters. For all these things are arranged in 
solemn conclave of the mother and girls, though 
kept secret from the father. Accompanied now by 
a younger sister, one evening just in the gloaming 
l!lrn presents herself by the side o:f one of the huts 
in the kraal of :Mshiwa's father. 'l"his is calle"d. 
-uku baleka, run away; and on this escapade she 
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always wears the skin kilt worn by the married 
women, very likely borrowed from one of her 
father's wives, but not her own mother. On being 
asked whom she seeks she gives :hlsh1wa's name, 
when she is aske<l to enter the hut, which she at 
first refuses to do. upon a present of a goat be­
ing offered her, or it may be some beads or money, 
she consents to enter; when she is offered a mat to 
sit on, only again to refuse, until another small 
present is made, and she then sits down. These 
presents arc called u111n9enisandhl-ini-bnngers 
into the hut. 

~ ext morning, early, a brother, or more 
<listant relation of ::.\[shiwa's, if he has no elder 
brother, is sent driYing a beast to the girl's 
father, to tell him that if he is looking for his 
daughter it might be as ,,ell for him to seek her 
at hlabnzelo's kraal. As this man who goes will 
occupy an important position in future proceed­
ings, we may as well know him by his proper 
title; he is calle<l the Umhlaleli-the one who 
waits upon another. 

Having been informed of his daughter's 
whereabouts, the father at once sends two or three 
of his other <laughters to bring her home. In some 
districts they carry food for her, for she may not 
eat the foo1l at the young man's home; in others, 
on her refusing to eat, a small present is made 
her, and the trouble is soon overcome. After a 
few days spent at 11:abazelo's, they intimate their 
intention of taking her back to her father's, upon 
which the Umldaleli, together with a few male 
relations or friends, and four or five girls of the 
kraal, accompany the errant damsel home, driv-

e 



ing with them three or four beasts. The usual 
number formerly given for a girl in Zululand was 
six or seven, unless of high rank, w.heu as many 
as forty or fifty might be given; in Natal, for a 
long time it has been ten. The beast first driven 
over cli<l not count. On arriving at the gate of 
the kraal, he announced in a loud voice that 
Mshiwa, of Mabazelo's, ,vished to hnve N omqwaqo 
for his wife, au<l that he bad brought her hack to 
her father, and also brought oue black cow, one 
red and white cow with a calf, and so on, giving 
the particular colour and marking of each 0£ the 
beasts he had brought. 

"\Vithout appearing on the scene, the girl's 
father would scn<l a boy to direct the party to a 
hut which had already been prepared for them; 
the party having entered the hut, mats were sent in 
ior each of them to sit on; with beer iu three 
pots, one for the Umhln.leli, one for l\fshiwa's 
sister, if she had come, and the third for the rest 
oi the party. A goat was now killed and properly 
npportionerl; that is, a leg for the girl" s mother, 
ribs to the girl's father, head and one shoulder to 
be taken home, the rest to be eaten by Umhlaleli's 
party. 

At this stage the girl's father would come in, 
and courteously regret that he could not hear the 
description of the cattle brought, as announced 
at the gate, but would be obliged if the Umhlaleli 
would repeat it., which, of course, he dul; to which 
the old man would reply that he was very much 
pleased at the thought of being connected by 
marriage with the people of Mabazelo's kraal, 
ancl would be glad to give his daughter to 
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~fshiwa, and hoped that when they come to com­
plete the ukulobola-marriagc cat.tle-they would 
bring him one or two oxen. 

8inging would follow till the small hours of 
the rnoruing. This kind of singing is called 
uAf cicayo. The performers sit on the ground, 
their bodies thrown into all sorts of postures, the 
arms moved about in different ways, all being 
done with the object of seeing who can perspire 
the most. A kind of rivalry is started between 
the visitors and the visited, and the party who 
have evidently perspired the most arc accounted 
,ictors. Imagine a hut crowded to the utmost ex­
tent possible, a blazing fire on the hearth, and this 
singing, accompanied by a variety of guttural 
sounds that defy description, for an hour or more 
,vithout a stop, and you have a notion of what the 

state of perspiration proclur-ed might be; l>ut the 
actual condition reached would surprise the most 
imaginative. I have on such occasions seen the 
perspiration actually running in two streams from 
t.he door ,vay. The one party having clone their 
level best, the :floor is swept clean of perspiration, 
ancl the other party h:we their innings. 

In the morning the Cmhlaleh and party 
would be called into the old man's hut, and re­
galed again on beer, when the Umhlaleli would 
say he mnst he going, and wi!':h them nil good­
bye. To this the old women would reply that he 
surely would not leave them without some little 
memento of such an interesting visit, upon which 
he would produce the indhlinqo--a large snuff 
gourd-which, after l1nYing 111rnself taken n. 
small pinch, to show that it bad not been doctored 
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in any way, he offered for the acceptance 0£ the 
Indy mothers; at the same time giving an assegai 
or other trifling gift to the olrl man. 

With some more singing at the gate, and 
more beer, the visit would end, and the party re­
turn home. 

After an interval 0£ some months, or even 
years, :Ushiwa tells his father he would like to 
have his marriage completed. The Umhlaleli is 
sent to arrange the date with the girl's father, 
taking with him the balance 0£ the lobola cattle. 
These cattle are brought to the gate of the girl's 
kraal, and for a while what appears to be a most 
sm1guinary battle goes on between the girls who 
come with the Umhlaleli, and those of the girl's 
kraal, the latter refusing to have them admitted, 
and the former doing their best to drive them in. 
The date having been fixed, orders are given by 
the heads 0£ the kraals on both sides for the 
making 0£ large quantities 0£ beer, without which 
no celebration would be complete. 

Two wedding parties form themselves on the 
auspicious day;, the bride's party, called the 
lYitimba, and the bridegroom's party, called the 
iketo, or abayeni. The bride's party leave their 
home in time to arrive at the husband's home 
about sunset. When nearing it they form them­
selves into a compact body, with the bride in the 
middle, so that she may not be seen, and as they 
near the kraal singing is begun. This singing is 
called irubo, and is 0£ a pathetic character, con­
veying the idea 0£ regret at parting with one of 
their nnml,er. 'l'his exercise is continued as slowlv 
advancing they proceed up the left, or iqadi aid~ 
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of the kraal. Having arrived at the top 0£ the 
kraal, they halt, and cease singing. On this 
the women of the kraal come out, aud running 
up and down call out several times to each other 
in a low voice, "Hey, hey, 'tis good with us to­
day, but bad with the girl's people." The 
mtimoa then starts a kind of song, the tcnour of 
which is "Ye, ye, we are cold, son-in-law, it's 
very cold, husband of my sister; you've never 
been married before, ye, ye." .A. hut is then 
pointeJ. out to them, into which they enter; upon 
which the people of the iketo come out and dance 
inside the kraal for a while, and here they are 
presently joined by the mtimba. 'l'hc bride re­
mains in the hut with the girl who carries her 
belongings, a kind of bridesmaid. 'l'his smging 
is sometimes kept up till day-light. 

Next morning early the whole 0£ the mtimba 
leave the kraal, and go to some neighbouring 
clump of bush, if any is available; if not, to some 
knoll a little distance off. ·Food is brought them 
from their home if not n great way off, or is 
to.ken from a stock they ha,e brought, and the 
boys are sent to bring in a beast. It should be a 
large ox, cal1ed the isigodo. 'rwo others are 
brought with it from the girl's home; of these 
three beasts one is called the umendiso, one the 
-isiboma, or isigodo, and the other the itshoba, 
figuratively a large beast; the three beasts repre­
senting respectively the head, the body, and the 
tail. The idea is th·at this figurative- animal 
places, or bekas, the girl at her new home, and the 
three beasts are called the umbeka cattle. A goat, 
which had been given the umtimba girls on their 



arrival yesterday by the husband's father, is at 
this time brought to them. 'l'hey kill it by twist­
ing its neck, an<l it is eaten by the girls alone. 

'l'his being <lone, an<l the parties having 
arrayed themselves in the finery demanded by 
such an auspicious occasion, the bride being 
specially <lecorate<l, and wearing the isidwaba, or 
kilt, worn by married women, the mtimba are sum­
moned by a messenger to come to the kraal. 'l'he 
boys and women of the mtimba go on in :front 
to announce the arrival of the bride. Entering 
the gate of the kraal, they divide, one half going 
up each side of the kraal, and the two halves join­
ing at the top, uttering, as they move along, a 
series of screams, intermingled with short sen­
tences, ukukikih::a. Having reached the top of 
the kraal, the tvro partjes cross each other, and 
return to the gate by the sides of the kraal opposite 
to those by which they had entered. Having 
made the circuit of the kraal, generally twice, 
they return to the girls and men at the bush, 
v,·hen the whole party moves townrcls t.he kraal. 
They take care, however, before this to burn all 
refuse, grass, wood, bones, nnd the like that may 
be scattered about, their superstitious :fear o:f 
,vitchcrnft. thus haunting them even in their 
bridal feasts. 

"\Vhen the final advance to the kraal is made, 
the boys go in front, the girls and women again 
surroundjng the bride, so that she may not be seen. 
Arrived at the entrance to the kraal, a cleared 
apace is pointed out to them on which to do.nee, 
for in Zu]ulancl clancing was not allowed in the 
cattle kraal, though it is frequently done in Natal. 
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D:rncing in sections by the mtimba girls of 
different agos, each in their own section, nnd sec­
tions of men by themselves, proceeds for perhaps 
an hour, wheu the bri<le"s father calls for silence, 
and in a loud voice he ofiers praise to his ancestral 
spirits, nncl then, together with the bride's 
brothers, he begins a frantic leaping and jumping 
performance, called uku _qiya. 1'h1s done, the 
bride, with her older female eugage<l friends, each 
wearing the kilt of the married women, the bride 
carrying in her left hand a small shield, and in 
her right a short, blunt assegai, the other girls 
carrying small shiel<ls and sticks, advance to the 
front and dance for some considerable time. 

The bridegroom advances and giyas. The 
girls seek out the Umldaleli, and call 1-iim to dance 
with them, which he does for a while, and then 
goes back to his own party. 

At this stage the bride's brothers bring the 
umbeka beast, and make it stand in front of the 
girls. 'l'he whole of the mtimba party then join 
iu the dmice for a while. The bride advances, and 
kneeling beforo the bridegroom's father, says: 
"Tola u·eha, wa Ku·a l(umalo," or other family 
name; "find, or receive me, you of the Kumalo 
family"; ou which he replies, "You will keep me; 
treat me kindly, so will I treat you well." It is 
now the bridegroom's party's turn to ha-ve an 
innings, so the mtimba party sit down, and the 
1·keto dance for a short time. If the bridegroom's 
father is wealthy, a para.de of the best looking 
oxen he has is ~10w made, by driving them between 
the two parties, and round the krnal, the drivers 
doing their best to make the cattle jump and frisk 
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about. Another turn at dancing by the iketo, 
and the gathering di:;perses for home, after hav"in.g 
first been well .feasted with beer and ''lrimmmgs." 

The girls of the mt£mba. party remain over 
night, an<l loudly declare they are dying for want 
of meat, renewing the complaint in the mornmg, 
until at length a beast (ancl it must be a fat one) 
is given them. This the boys of the brfrlegroom's 
party are orderecl to kill with one thrust of the 
spear, under a penalty of a fine for every extra 
thrust re11uired to kill it. The girls all gather 
in the cattle kraal to see it killed, excepting the 
bride, who remains in the hut, and is told to stand 
by the centre post until the beast is dead, a fact 
which is announced by the girls clapping their 
hands, and shouting "Our sister's beast is lying 
on its horns. It must get up." 

The beast is skinned very carefully, care be­
ing taken not to cut the lining of the stomach, so 
as to let out the wind. The bride is called to 
puncture this lining, which she offers to do with 
the spear she carried in the dance. The abayeni 
object to this, and provide another, with which 
she punctures the distended lining, and retires. 
The gall bag is carefully removed, and the boys 
of the abayeni take it, and seek the bride, the 
object being to sprinkle some of it over her. This 
her girls do their best to prevent. Taking her 
into a hut they arm themselves with sticks, and, 
surrounding her, they try to prevent tbe boy who 
has the gall from approaching her. The other 
boys ihrow themselves in a body upon the girls, 
with the object of making a way for the boy to 
reach the bride, and in doing so generally get 
very roughly handled. However, after a short 

-----



scuffle the gall bearer succeeds in sprinkling it on 
her, and the combat at once ceases. If, however, 
any has been sprinlded on the girls, or on the 
ground, a fine 0£ bends, or money, wu1 be inflicted 
in each case. These fines are the perquisites 0£ 
the bridesmaids. 

The whole ceremony concludes with £easting 
and sundry washings. 

For a week or so the new wife is exempt 
from nll work. After that time she begms the 
ordinary routine of married life, and for the first 
time she eats the .Amasi of that kraal, after 
having had a goat given her by her hubsancl, 
which she drives to her home, returning with one 
in exchange; this ceremony is called uku tata 
ukezu, going to get a spoon for Amasi from her 
home. 

The details, as I have said, vary consider­
ably, but the frequent killing of goats a.ncl cattle, 
levying of fines, bribes to the girl, and so forth 
are general, and evidence the existence of 1emaie 
claims that may not be, and are not, refuse,1. 

'l'his chapter may be fittingly concluded by 
noticing the ties of consanguinity which a man 
may not violate when marrying. 

A man may not. marry into his own, that is, 
his father's clan or :family, isibongo . 

.:\. man may not marry into his mother's clan 
or family, i.~ibongo. 

A man ma.y not marry into his father's 
mother's c-lan or family, isibongo. 

A man may not marry into his mother's 
mother's clan or family, i!iibonr,o. 

A man may not marry into any clan into 
which his widowed mother marries again. 



CHAPTER Y 

If it be true that the real life of a people is 
al ways fairly reflected in their homes, it will be 
needful to view our Zulu there before surnmmg 
him up. 

'l'he house he lives in is a hut, a round, 
dome-shaped building, made by stickmg a row of 
saplings in a circular trench dug some six inches 
deep. The sapliugs are pointed, and stuck in the 
grouud as deeply as possible. 'l'his building will 
be usually about 15 feet ,n diameter, though 
sometimes larger; a second row is so pface<l that 
each sapling crosses those in the first row at a 
sharp angle, and the saplings are tied 
together where they cross. A well made 
hut will have them so close together that you 
coul<l not get your finger between them. r.l'hey 
are then bent over to join at the top. '.rhis 
framework is covered over with grass, so arranged 
as to lead off the water, and the grass is fastened 
on with short, supple sticks about 3ft. long. each 
end being pointed. One end is thrust through 
the grass till the point catches in the framework; 
the stick is then bent like a·croquet hoop, and the 
other end pushed do,vn till it also is fixed in the 
framework, enclosing, it may be, a foot of the 
grass. These loops are worked round the hut in 
parallel rows, ancl make a very neat and watertight 
roof. Sometimes the thatch is fastened on with 



grass ropes drawn tightly round and across the 
building, sometimes (and these are the best) a 
number of straw mats of about aft. wide are made, 
and these are drawn tightly round the building, 
over the grass which has first been nicely 
arranged, each row of matting· oyerlying· the one 
belov,· it in order to throw off the rain water. The 
centre of the roof is supported by two or more up­
right poles; the doorway is low and small, always 
forciug the persons cuteriug to go on their knees. 
It is closed bv a remo,able wicker door, which is 
fastened by a cross stick, the ends of which are in­
serted into loops of skin placed for them. 

~l'he floor is made of a mixture or ant-heap and 
clay, and is beaten hard with stones, the surface 
being rubbe<l smooth. This surface is smoothed 
over l wo or three times a week with cowdung, 
which, with a hard rubbing ,vith a smooth stone 
now and then, keeps it in very good order . 

. Just opposite the door, and about three feet 
from it, a circular rim of the same material as lhe 
floor is made, about 3ft. fiin. across and some 3in. 
high. The space enclosed forms the fireplace: 
it is only, however, in bad weather that it is used 
:for cooking purposes, all cooking being generally 
done in the open air. But if the weather 1s cool 
n fire is made to warm the hut; as a matter of 
fact, unless in very warm weather, a small fire is 
made every night. 

The floor is always made to slope to tfie door; 
sometimes the angle is so acute that it requires 
considerable practice to sleep on it. 

At the back 0£ the hut, another rim is made, 
cutting off a small section 0£ the hut, in which 



beer pots, culinary utensils, wooden milking 
pails, water pots, and so forth, arc placed, and 
in some huts similar sections on the side are 
marked off with short sticks, ancl here calves and 
goats arc fastened for the night. 

These huts are beautifu1ly cool in the hot­
test weather, a considerable amount of ventilation 
being secured through the grass covering, and 
having no other opening than the doorway, 
admit no draught, and in cold weather are nicely 
warm. 

The homestead, called an umusi (kraal), con­
sists of a circle of huts, about :five or s1:x: being the 
usual number. Inside the cirele is the cattle 
kraal, a circular enclosure surrounded with a bush 
fence 1 whilst outside the huts is another high 
close fence made of poles and brushwood, the gate­
way being fastened at night by a number of stout 
poles placed crossways, and jammed so tightly 
that entrance without removing the pole is im­
possible. 

The cooking utensils consist simply of earthen 
clay pots, made by the women, and burnt. For 
drinking purposes, small gourcl ladles are used. 
The table is a grass mat, and fingers and teeth 
take the place of knives and forks, with an 
assagai as carver whenever meat is eafen. 1Vooden 
Rpoons are used for <:>ating nmasi or isijin_qi, por­
ridge made of meal, and pumpkin. 

The food itself consists generally-of course we 
are referring to the past of these people, for things 
are very different now-of nmasi, curded milk, 
and umcaba, boiled mealies, or kafir corn, boiled 
and rubbed between two stones; mealies boiled 



whole; or eaten whilst in au unripe state, Goiled 
or roastc·d on the cob; amadumbi, a kind of arti­
choke; izindldubu, a species of underground beau; 
a small kind of potato with long thin tubers; 
amabele, kafir corn, generally used to make beer, 
but sometimes eaten boiled; and meat, when it 
can be got, which is uot often. In the summer 
months, pumpkins and calabashes are added to 
this list. 'l'he drink consists of water, about the 
purity of which the ~ulu is not careful, or beer. 
The beer is made from amabelc, upoko, and ujiba, 
the last two being sp0cies of millet. 'l'he beer is 
of the colour and consistency of pea soup, with a 
reddish-brown tint when made from amabclc; it is 
very nourishing, and, when the tast.e is acquired, 
a very agreeahlo drink. Beef was formerly only 
eaten occasionally, a!! the marriage value of cattle 
made beet eating a kind of wanton waste. Some­
times a goat or two would be killed, especially 
after a. beer-drinking bout, as it invariably pro­
duces a craving for animal food, a fact to whiC'h 
many an unfortunate stock farmer has to attri­
bute his frequently missing a few sheep. Game 
was plentiful; and anything killed in the hunts, 
which were frequent, made an agreeable variety 
in the daily menu. Fowls and pigs were un­
known until introduced by the English in later 
years, and even when owned were not eaten until 
very recently. 

Cultivation was of a very primitive character. 
A patch of jungle scrub would be burnt off, the 
seed thrown broadcast among the charred stumps, 
and <lug into t.he ground with n, rude kind of 
pick, +,o the depth of about two inches. 



\Vhen the corn wa.s ripe it "·as stored on the 
cobs in small huts built o.ff the ground, till a con­
venient opportunity, when it was thrashed and 
stored in pits dug in the cattle kraal. 'I'hese pits 
"·ere made "·ith small funnel-shaped mouths, 
widening out when at a depth o:£ two feel or so to 
about six feet, and about. the same depth. After 
bC1ing fillccl "·ith the mealies, a stone was placed 
over the month, and the ground piled up above 
it, to he 1ir111ly trorlden by the cattle; and if the 
grouncl was fairly hard these mealies would keep 
weJ I for a year or two. 

Food was usually eaten twice a day, about 
10 a.m., and just as it was growing dark. 

Of am11seme11ts, as wo reganl them, m 
the daytime t.he 7,ulus lrnd none after the 
juvenile stage was passed. '.!'heir time was 
occupied, when not ea.ting or sleeping, m 
preparing articles of dress, making knob 
sticks, grim~ing snuff, the daily bath, hunt­
ing, haying their heads clressed hy some 
obliging friends, or, it might be, rehearsing the 
previous day's adventures in hunting, or ~ourting, 
or recountmg some oft-repeated story of personal 
prowess in hunt or battle. 

Un moonlight evenings they would practise 
songs and war dances £or some coming festival, 
dancing by the hour on the green sward outside 
the kraal. 

On <lark evenings their chief amusement 
consisted in smoking the i_qudu, smoking horn. 
This consisted of a bullock's horn, into the side 
of which was stuck a short length of reed, about 
9in. long, on the top end of which a smoot.h stone 
bowl was fixed. 
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The ·isnanyu, ,Yiltl hemp, was put into the 
bowl, a coal of fire placed on the top o.f it, the 
horn half filled with water, aud the smoke drawn 
through the wat.cr by deep inhalations from the 
che&t, producing frequent deep chest coughing, 
the tears running from the eyes all the while. The 
object of drawing the smoke in 1his way was to 
provoke a strong flow of saliva, which object was 
further helped by shouting in a loud Yoicc a 
desc-ription of some fauciPt1 victory over a11 enemy, 
or the prowess of ancestors. 

Small stems o:t a native plant of about nine 
inches long, with a continuous hole, about the 
size of the hole in a pipe stem, throughout the 
length, called izintshwno, were then brought into 
use, and the game proceeded as follows: -

The floor heing swept clean, several draws o:£ 
the i_qudu were taken by each party. There were 
always two sides to the game, usually one on each 
side, but sometimes as many as three or four. 
Each party proceeded to build an imaginary cattle 
kraal by expelling the smoke-saturated saliva 
through these frintslmmo in a string of closely­
joined small smoke bubbles, whie'l1, if properly 
clone, would stand without bursting for four or 
five minutes. 

Having built the kraals at about three feet 
from each other, one of the party would make a 
dash with his bubbles to "cut oft"' bis opponent's 
cattle, and try to surround them; sometimes, in­
stead of cattle, t.he first-made bn bbles represented 
a military force. To be effective, this surround­
ing must be done without any break m the line of 
bubbles.. Should there be such a break, his 



opponent's cattle, or army, symbolised also by a 
continuous line of bubbles, might break through, 
and in turn seek to surround some part of the ad­
V}l.ncing force. Aud here they realised one of the 
deprivations of uncivilised life very distmctly; 
they had no lamps or candles. The fire on the 
hearth "\Vas usually too low to give a good light, 
and very flickering at the best. The only illumina­
tion which they had was from a bundle of tam­
bootie grass, or any light, inflammable, but long 
twigs. Lighting these, one at a time, they made 
a boy, or boys, hold them to give light in their 
darkness. Sometimes they would stick two or 
three into the roof of the hut, aucl make the boy 
attend to them, with the great risk of setting the 
hut 011 fire if the boy was careless. 

Occasionally the game got ,ery exciting, and 
these izimbaqa were sometimes annoyingly un­
certain, and it took all the boy's time to keep a 
continuous light. ·woe to the boys if, just at 
the crisis of some long-fought battle, the lights 
burned low, or went out. They also had to go out 
quickly. ·what the iioor looked like after an hour's 
amusement of this kind was not so much the ques­
tion, as what the whole place smelt fike for hours 
to come. Dirty game, you say? Yes, but the 
Zulu revelled in it, at the cost of head and lungs, 
no doubt. 

It mav be asked if these huts, ,vithout window . 
or chimney, were not very smoky. 'l'hey were. 
Whilst the fire was burning the top part of the hut 
was simply rlense with smoke, so that no one could 
breathe whilst standing in it. But then no one 
was wanted to stand in it; everyone eat or lay on 
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the ground, and if moving from one part to the 
other of the hut, did so in a crouching attitude. 
'l'he draught from the low door kept the three 
feet immediately above the floor free from smoke, 
or comparatively so, and if not, why, use was 

everything. 
Of course, the i11sicle of these huts soon got 

smoked quite black, with a deep ebo11y shme all 
over, arnl, strange to say, this smoke-dried, smoke­
.fillecl roof was the abode of colonies of cockroaches. 
There they were by the thousand, stickrng all 
over the roof, wheu they were not dropping into 
the food, or on to the floor, a rich, dark-red, 
.shining hostJ, rustling like dry leaves in a light 
wind. barl in the claytime, u thousand times worse 
at night, all si:-:es, all sorts, an entomoiogist·s 
paradise. No need to wonder why the rats swarm 
in these huts. In some districts, especially in the 
thorn country, these cockroaches shared the 
honours of the place with au equal number of the 
roun<1 hard rnillipccles, so common in 8outh 
Africn. But to all tlwse insect pests, the Zulu is 
perfectly illdifferent, picking them out of his 
foocl, or off his sleeping mat, with careless, easy 
movement, or calling the children to take them 
away. 

Dress was conspicuous by its absence. The 
wardrobe of an ordinary mnu consisted of two 
or thre,· lion dresses, 1mH1£> of tli0 i-kin of a croat 

0 ' 

calf, or buck. For high days and holidays a 
special one, made of wild cat skin, would be kept 
in rc>serve. These dresses were in two parts, the 
part that ,vent behind wa11 called the um1dsha, or 
ibctshu, the latter being simply a piece of skin 

D 



about 18 inches wide, antl from 18 inches to 2 feet 
loni:r. The umutslw and the is-inene, the part of 
the ~dress that hung in front, was made of strips 
of skin, retaining the hair, cut into lengths of 12 
or 15 inches loi1g, and so cut and twisted that they 
were like round ropes about l} inches thick. 'l'wo 
or three rows of these ropes were fastened to a 
stout cord that went round the waist, the isinene 
part in front, and the wrwtsha. part behind. Be­
ing quite supple, this dress adjusted itself to 
every movement of the wearer, and formed a fair 
covering. .A. few rings of twisted grass might be 
put round his arms or ankles. This, with a reed 
snuff-box inserted in the lobe of one of his ears, 
both of which were always perforated, aud a 
brayed skin, or blanket. (.for they very soon began 
to get blankets and beads) was pretty nearly all 
the average man owned by way of clothing. 

The girls usually wore a fringe made of 
ubencllzle, the inside I iniug- of the leaf of a dwarf 
shrub, which was rubbed until quite supple, and 
greased to keep it so. 'l'his fringe would average, 
perhaps, U inches in depth, and was made in a 
continuous belt running quite round the loins. As 
soon as they got berids they worked these on a 
skin belt, which took the place of the ubendlile. 
Girls of 16 or 18 years of age deemed it no breach 
of modesty to walk about with nothing on them 
save a small patch of this bead-work 8 inches wide 
an,l G inches deep, fastened in front of tlieir body 
by a string. 

It was ahvays a case of honi so1t qui mal y 
7-1ense, and because t11ey grew up with this as the 
universal fashion, what to our civilised eyes would 

I 
I 
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appear to be a dreadful outrage on modesty with 
them never suggested the least impropriety. 

I have seen a crowd of twelve or fourteen boys 
and girls, of an average age of eighteen, bathing 
together in au absolutely nu<le state, playing leap­
frog in the water, and, on questioning the boys as 
to whether they did not consider such a practice 
an inrlecent one, have been met with the simple 
statement "Indecent! Why, no; they are all 
abantn ba kit£, our home people," in regard to 
whom no vicious thought could ever exist. 

'l'he married women always wore the 
i.~iclwaba, a dress made out of an ox hicle, the inner 
membrane of the skin being worked up into a 
furry pile, by being- scratched with thorns, or 
metal spikes, the whole worked up quite 
soft hv rubbing-. ,vhen finished, the robe was 
well rubbed with fat; it was made long enough to 
go round the hotly, and to overlap at the join by 
some 10 inches. 

I 



CliA.PTEH, VI 

Among a people wit.hout any literature or 
knowledge of writiug, we should expect to find a 
large number of oral traditions, uursery tales, and 
the like, but iu this the Zulu is chsappomting, 
probably because of ihe very inferior status he 
gave to his women folk, so that anything to do 
with women or children was regarded as beneath 
notice, a11<l altogether unworthy of m1y effort to 
prcse1Te. 

"\\,..hat folk-lore exists 1s practically con­
fined to the women and girls. 'L'here was univer-
8al belief in the existence of a Creator, Umdali, 
or /ll,;clinqm1gc, who made whatever is out of a. 
reed; hut belief was extremely imlefinitc ns to 
his methods of operation. \V.il.h the present sh.te 
of humall existence, t.he spirits of the departed, 
amadldozi, have much more to do than has the 
Creator . 

.. A.Jl spirits were supposed to take on them­
selves the form of a serpent, the particular kind 
of snake '\"arying according to their social status 
whilst living. 'J'hus, the large green or black 
imamba, or the indMondlilo, the hooded immnba., 
must ha"Ve been a king, or chief, at the least; 
the long thin green or brown snake was an ordin­
ary person, whilst the lizards autl the iguanas 
were probably old women. 'rhese spirits were 
consulted and propitiated in cases of calamity or 
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sickness; if relief came, they got the praise, if 
11ut, the niggardliness of the propitiator, or, if that 
could not be pleaded, the superior strength of 
some adverse ,jc//iloz·i was the explanation given. 
~L1he propitiatu1·y offerings wern placed at the 
hac:k of the hut for one night, and when in the 
morning- they wero, of course, foun<l intact, the 
faith of the incredulous rn the fact of the 
idlilozi havi11g taken any notice of the offering 
was strengthened by the assurance that the spirit. 
had kutile, licked it. If a s11ake were seen lying 
011 the kraal fence-a very likely place to find a 
s11ake on a warm morning-- or if it was found in­
side Lhe hut, where it would crawl for shade from 
the burning noon-day su11, the inference was, of 
course, irresistible that it was asking for food; 
an•l as t.he beast to be killed was the property of 
but one man, and the flesh would be eaten by 
everybo<ly, there was generally an overwhelming 
majority in favour of such a request being at 
once granted. 

In case of a death in the kraal, all m the 
kraal became unclean. 'fhey might not join in 
any public festivity nor do any work until the 
time of weeping was past, usually ten days. Three 
llays after the death, the services of a professional 
man were ea lled into requisition. II e would cut 
small piecPs of bark from a number 0£ medicinal 
trees, pick some leaves from others, and roots of 
others still; the whole lot would be boiled, a goat 
killed, aud each of the inmates of the kraal would 
eat it, taking a small piece of meat, and a bite 
from one of the pieces of medicine, and so on 
till thev Juul tasted several of the different kinds .. 



prepared. 'l'he i<lea involved was that the death 
was caused by some witchcraft, which probably 
was aune<l at the life of rnore than one in­
habitant of the kraal, an<l as the particular kin<l 
of mut-i (medicine) use<l was not known, it would 
be well to eat several kinds of counteracting 
medicine, in the hope that among the many the 
right one would be eaten. 

After this general doctoring was gone 
thro·1gh, each person shaved his or her head, an<l 
tied round it twisted string made of grass, or thin 
string. .A.t the encl of the tenth day, everyone 
had a bath, t.he strings were removed, and once 
again they were ceremonially clean. 

'l'he dead were buried in a sitting posture, and 
most of their belongiugs were usually buried with 
them. The grave was usually in the kraal, lest, 
if buried away from the home, the abatakat-£, 
wizards, should take liberties with them. .As 
soon as a person died, the whole kraal commenced 
a series of loud lamentations, which ,vere joined 
in by all the neighbours throughout the day. 

How the terrible clisaster of death came to be 
the lot of mankind generally is explained in a 
way that involves the innocent little chameleon in 
everlasting trouble. 

The story runs that U,ni·elinqange, having 
created the human 2·ace, sent the chameleon to 
announce that they were not to die, and after 
some time the lizard was sent to say they should 
die. The message first delivered was to be final, 
and his sympathy with the human love of life was 
shown by giving the chameleon a good long start; 
but the wretched little thing dawdled so long on 
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the rnad, C'atching flies and stopping to admire 
the frequent chauges of colour iu its skin, that 
the 1i;rnnl, who started off at a bnsk trot, soon 
outran it, and aunounceci its death message first, 
and this has held goocl ever since. 

\Yhenever a Zulu sees a chameleon, recognis­
ing him as the cause of the death we all shrink 
from, and thinking how delightful it would have 
heen for mankind it only he had nm a little 
-quicker, he wilJ, pressing lns back with a stick, 
make him open his mouth, an<l put a pinch of 
snuff in it, sayiug "You sleepy little beggar, take 
this snuff and wake up." As he ean do nought 
else, the poor animal swallows the snuff, and in a 
fe"· minutes is himself "snuffed out." 

This tradition is of the same quality as the 
fables which they retail around the evening fire, 
~1s the following specimens will show 

TnE \VoxmrnPUL Ox. 
Once upon a time a lad was minding his 

father's cattle, whe11 the cannibals came and drove 
away both cattle and herd boy. i\.mong the cattle 
"·as a very large ox named 1.Ytontoza. "\Vhen the 
-cannibals would make the cattle run more quickly 
for fear of n rescue, t.his ox stood still, but the 
spoilers, unwilling to leave so fine a beast, and 
apparently knowing something of its character, 
tolcl the lad to repeat some magic sentences, which 
they knew would affect the animal. So the lad 
said: 1.Vtontoza, you must go on, or the cannibals 
will kill us"; when lo '. the ox went on, only for a 
short time, however. Again he stood still, and 
the cannibn]s, seeing that- he would delay t.hem, 



thrust u spear into its sicle; but do what they 
woulll they could not kill the ox. So agarn they 
tol1l the lad lo repeat the neelled magic order. 
Saicl the boy: "1.Ytonioza, JVtvnloza, these canni­
bals will kill us, yo11 rnnst, die"; when 
do,vu the Least fell dead. U pan this the 
caunibals cut him i1Lto prnees, put thei 
meat into pots which they hacl with 
them, Ull(l made large (ires to cook the mcnt. 
But <lo what thev would the meat won ld not cook,. 

" so in desperation they ate the food raw, and then 
"Went clo"·n to a neigl.ibouri11g stream to bathe. It 
was now the lad·s turn to use his mngic words, so 
gatheri11g- tho boues together he cried, "1.Ytontoza., 
J{tontoza, these cannibals will kill us. "\Vake 
up, all(l let us be going." And lo! up jumped 
the wondrous ox, tbe boy loaped on to its back, 
and collecting all his father's cattle which the 
cannibals had taken, together with some others 
which t.l1fly hacl stolen ehrnwherr., he drove them 
home to his father's house-rejoicing in having­
outwitted the cruel caunibals. 

'l'HE ,,v O~Dl•:HJ,'UL 1'.bmrcna:. 
Once upon a time there lived a man whose 

name was Zilulwane. 'l'o his great grief his "-ife 
bare him no chilllreu. So he we11 t to a doctor, 
ancl nsketl him if he could not help him; the 
doctor gave him a very potent mecliciue, saying: 
"Take this, and give it to your wife.'' On the­
way home he t.hought that he would taste it, ancl 
finding it very nice he ate a little, and a little 
more, n.n<l still a little more, until it wns all 
gone. Upon reaching home, his wife, in anxious 
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tones, asked him where the me<licine was, and 
ashamed to say he had eateu it, he told her the 
doctor refused to give him any. 

After some time, he noticed that his girth 
became painfully ample, whereat he became both 
alannetl and ashamed. "\Vhat in the world will 
the pcop1c say is the matter with me," he thought, 
so he took to wearing an isipulm (skin blanket), 
and rlaily he would go into the fiehls and lament 
his sad condition. "'hen obliged to be m the 
house, he would sit up at the back of the hut, 
where the i::moke gathers thickest, so thnt. wlwn 
anyone askecl him '·"'\\~hy do :-ou cry ?"-for he 
could Dot control his feelings, but day and night 
was weeping-he would reply, "I"m 11ot ,veeping; 
it"s the smoke in my eyes that makes them ,,·ater." 

At last one clreadful clay he was delivered nf 
twins. Dreacling discovery, he hid t.hem in an 
isilulu., a large bottle-shaped basket made to hold 
corn, which ho iook ancl hid in the gard1.:'n, and 
regularly three times :i day he went to gi,e the 
children suck. 

For a while, hi!< secret was undiscovered, but 
one morning when he went on his moth<'rly 
err::rn,1, behold, the:v were gone! He sought far 
and wide, but found them not; at last, night com­
ing on, compelled him to return t.o his home, a 
broken-hearted man. 

H owcver, it appPars that his mother ha,1 
found the cliildren, and brought them to the 
house, and after a while, as he sat in the, smoke, 
crying his eyes ~rnt, his mother said to him, 
"Come, Zi]ulwane, what are you crying about so 
much ?'1 "iie," said he, "me crying f" "Yes," 



said his mother, bringing the children out from 
where she had hiddeu them. '' liere are your 
children.·, 80 the secret was out. Everybody 
who heard of it wondered, aud laughed him to 
scorn. 

'l'HE CAKIDE (.A SPECIES 01,' lcHNEUllION) AND 

THE OLo vVolrAN. 

Uuce upon a time, a cakide met an old woman. 
"Old woman," said he, "let us play a game of 
cooking each other." rrhe old woman agreed, so 
they got a large pot, filled it with water, and made 
t.he water boii. 8aid the cakide, "I will get in 
first, and when I say ·Yo, yo, yo, yo, I'm cooked,' 
you take me out." So he got iu, and when he had 
had enough, Le saitl "Yo, yo, yo, yo, 1 m cooked," 
and the old woman took him out, and she got in, 
gave the sign agreed upo11, and was taken out in 
her turn. They played this game for several 
days, but at length the cnkide thought he would 
make a variation, so one day, when tlie old woman 
was in the pot, and gave the sign "Yo, yo, yo, yo, 
I'm cooked," the cakide replied, "Cooked? you 
ean·t be cooked yet," so he put. the cover 011 the 
pot, and let her boil, until, in very truth, she was 
cooked effectun1ly. 

Th is old woman had two sons, who were away 
liunting at this time, so the cakicle took out the 
cooked meat, carefully picked out the bones, and, 
laying them at the back of the hut, covered them 
with the old woman's sleeping blanket, that the 
sons might think she slept. 

On their return, the cakicle brought out some 
of the meat, ancl set it before them, saying it was 
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a little animal he had killed. "\Vhilst eating, 
the younger one came across a thumb, and looking 
.at it Yery carefully he said, "This looks like 
mother's thumb." At this the cakide spoke up. 
"liear what this man suspects me of doing that I 
may he charged with murder.~· However, the 
.other son, looking up toward the back of the hut, 
and pointing to the clothes, said, "Don't you see 
mother asleep there?" 

..A.t the conclusion of the repast, the cakicle 
,gathered up the clothes, and put them by the door, 
and, pointiug to the bones, and the remainder of 
the feast, said, "Ah, you'-ve eaten your mother, 
!,O you will die." "Ah," replied the younger oue, 
"said I not it was mother's thumb?" The cakide 
ran away, and the boys remained dumb­
foundered. 

Of this sort of fables they have an almost end­
less number, many of them obsceue, some very 
superstitious, and most of them very silly; but 
they reflect very fairly the extreme narrrnn1ess of 
their mental world. Saturated as they are with 
this sort of thing, we can scarce woncler that no 
evidence can be found of anything- intellectual or 
Tefined. 

But it is a little astonishing that even m the 
little world in which they lived, and among the 
things they have had to do ·w·ith from time im­
memorial, they never became what we should call 
expert. 

Note, for instance, their fondness for round 
things. Their kraals, their huts, their pots, 
their knohsticks, al1 are madP, round; and vet 
they have not the most remote idea of how to m~ke 



a perfect circle. They have a fairly goocl eye to 
see wheu a. circle is lrue, but how to make it true 
they know not. \Vhen about to build a hut, they 
will sometimes scud long distances to get a know­
ing man to come aucl set out the circle in which 
the sticks for the, hut are to be stuck. lle will 
usually begiu by chopping round with a pick the 
circle he wishes to make, and viewing it from dif­
ferent poiats will satisfy himself that a little wants 
taking oft here, or putting on there, till at length 
he gets as near to the right thing as he possibly 
can; but, like tliei monkey ancl the cheese, m the 
story, the circle o-ften gets very much reduced in 
the operation. I once saw some six or eight men 
trying to make ~uch a circle for a hut. They trietl 
for over three hours, and at last they gave it up 
for the nonce•, ::i.nd acljourucd for lunch. As soon 
as they were gone, getting a piece of string and 
two pointed pegs, I drew a circle pretty deeply, 
nncl went away to watch. On resuming work, 
they immediately detected that the difficulty had 
been overcome by someone in then absence. 
'l'hat the circle was perfectly true they all saw; 
but who had done it? On joining them, they at 
once clrnll<>ngetl me on the subject, and, of course, 
I confessed. "\\Tith both hands to their mouths, 
and uttering- deep ""\Vows!" they walked round 
eyeing it with critical eyes. Yes, it was quite 
perfect, "but how, white man, could you do it so 
quickly?" 

X o two knobst-icks could be made of exactly 
the same size, nor either of them perfectly round 7 

by the best workman Zululancl ever produced. 
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Kor were they expert ·with their weapons. 
\\~hen but a boy of seveuteeu, I had a standing 

-challenge to throw an as:;agai with auy man for a 
,vager, the greatest clistance being the test. lfany 
trie<l, but 110 011e ever got sixpence out of the 
operation. Their precision in aim is very little 
better, an<l practically never good. 

An average wrestler or pugilist could easily 
gain laurels from the best of them, provi<liug 
they ha<l to wear clothes; otherwise their fat.­
smeared bodies would, of course, give them an 
advantage. 

The Zulus' strong point was always their 
splendid physique. They are, or were, fairly tall 
on the average, well <leveloped, strung, with 

great power of enduranee, the men especially. 
'l'hey have been, as a nation, a fine people physi­
cally, but neit.her meutally nor moraliy, by 
reason of the environment which l have tried 
to desc:ribe. For generatio11s the Z:ulu ·s 
highest ideal has been plenty to eat, and 
plenty of wives; so that with excellent physi­
que, robust health, and a digestive apparafus 
not less Fmergctic than that of an ostrich, with 
mind dwarfoll and repressed by superstition, and 
moral nature enfeebled au<l distorted by the 
practices he has been brougut up to love, his best 
friend must admit that the Zulu of the past tense 
was but 

A Splendid Animal ! 



CHAPTER VII. 

·\Vith the close of the Zulu "\Varin 1879, when 
the nation as such became practically extinct, the 
Zulu's present may fairly be said to begin. For 
although the country was divided between thirteen 
kinglets, each of whom had very considerable 
power in his own district, still each of these 
thirteen kinglets was now a man under authority. 
'L'here was a representative of Great Britain, to 
whom each was responsible, and whose presence 
made life more sacred and safe, so that the country 
generally was henceforth delivered from the abso­
lute monarchism which had always been despotic 
and cruel. 

Vle have now to observe the Zulu under 
vastly different circumstances, and under very 
distinct European control, a control that has 
grown stronger and moro detailed as the years 
have gone on. This control has been affecting 
for a long time his brethren who have lived in 
N" at.al, who must be kept in mind when we are 
speaking of the Zulu; and this control, which has 
been for so much longer brought to bear upon the 
Zulu in Natal, is now being brought to bear upon 
the Zulu in Zuluiand, and in his case will produce 
the same results. So that whilst the Zulu in 
Zululanrl may be fairly taken as the type of the 
Past, the Zulu in Natal stands as a better type 
of the Present. 



~ 
z 
Ill 
(/) 

Ill 
0:: 
a. 
w 
J: 
I-

ll. 
0 

.J 
<( 
<( 
0:: 
::I:'. 
:::, 
.J 
:::, 
N 





63 

It will here be necessary to pass in review some 
of the more potent formative influences which 
have been, and still arc being, brought to bear on 
his min<l and habits, and conse,quently on his 
character and life in general. 

Of these there are four which appear to me to 
be the principal factors in the trammg we are 
!:fiving him. They are, Civilised Law; Missionary 
"\Vork; Education; and llac1 Example. 

Each of these is brought to bear with con­
siderable emphasis, and over extensive areas; each 
of them has for him the charm 0£ novelty, and 
each has already developed, on its own lines, 
results that arc distinct and importaut. \Yhen 
we ha,e- taken the effects of each of these agents 
into account, and fqcussed them carefully on the 
man we have under consideration, we shall at least 
be able to gauge with considerable accuracy what 
twe11ty-fivc years of these differing influences, 
varying in character, but simultaneous in action, 
have accomplished for him; and we shall be the 
better enabled to give an intelligent and definite 
answer to the oft asked question, "Does c1vilisa­
t.ion benefit the Zulu as a race?" Aud what is 
more important still, we shall be in n better posi­
t.ion to decide what we shall do with him m the 
future. 

The first of these factors is Civilised Law. 
Now, it must not be forgotten that the Zulu has 
from time immemorial been distinctly amenable 
to law, always law abiding, for reasons given 
further on. But the law to which he has been 
used "·as simply the exprc>ssion of the will of the 
sovereign, who Bever <lid, and was never expected 



to consult either his wishes or his interests. It 
was expected that the Kiug-Queens they never 
hatl-,\on!d use his authority for ihe general good, 
but if in that general good a man's own personal 
interests were overlooked, or even ruined, not his 
'·to rei"\son why"; he instantly anll absolutely sub­
mittell to the Hew requiremeu t, hopmg for better 
things, contenting himselr with repeating the 
old formula, 8enr1i file, ··1·m dead." 

Nor ,vas it at all iuconsisteu t with the despotic 
rule of the Zulu Kiugs t.hat they permitted a modi­
fied system of despotism on the lower and more 
private levels of life :unoug their people . A man 
found himself tacitly allowed the use of an 
authority as absolute in its limited sphere as was 
that of the .King in the wider realm of the nation; 
so much so that if any of his wives or children re­
fused obedience to his authority, and he in his 
righteous iudig-nation sei,:ed a thick stick and 
broke an arm ur a head, there was nothing to mter­
forc "·it.Ii this, his prerogative, as head of a 
kraal. 

~\nd what he was allowed of right to do in his 
own borne, he soon tried to do by might in the 
wider relationships of bis social life; still with 
the tacit permission of the law under which he 
lived. And so the drunkeu brawl, which might 
count its victims by twos or threes, or the tribal 
fight that might leave a doirnn lwrs de combat, 
was all()wecl by the Jaw of the King's permission, 
provided it did not assume undue proportions, 
which might possibly, in the latter cnse, involve 
the C()Unhy in n, kind of civil war. 

It is very import.a11t that this fact should be 
kept in mind, as although equa11y suhmissive to 
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European laws, which curl::l.il this highly valued 
personal liberty of actiou, it is evident that now he 
is obeying a l~1w which he neither understands 1101· 

appreciates. That sense of liberty which made 
]ifc happy and great is taken from him, and, at 
least morally, he is humiliatingly reduced to the 
same levei as hi~ wives ancl chilclrc11. If such a 
law should prove irksome and be sometimes very 
deeply resented aucl occasionally violated, we 
ncv<l not Le a~toni::'ht:.•d ; tl1c wouckr i~ t.liat such 

cases arc not more frequent. 
'l'his 1aw of liberty to assert in a Ycry practical 

mmmer his rights as mast0r was neeessary to 
establish his status as such. A man who could 
not command obedience on the part of his women­
kinc1, or from his childrC'n or depenclents, lost 
absolutely nll claim to be regarded as a man. 
Taking: his smTomulings into account, we must 
admit that a law which so enabled him was not 
a bacl one after all. 

Another di!Heulty presents itself in the fact 
that this civilised law, which seeks to rob him 0£ 
his highly pri;r.c>d personal frt1eclom, is enforced 
hy a code of punishments that to him is simply 
f'hildish. The law with which he was familiar, 
and to which he was always loyal, was at least 
majestic iu the severity of its accompanying code 
of punishments; but this European code of punish­
meuts, puny, childish, impotent, can only be com­
pared to a 1110!-C]Uito, fop sting of which only 
irritatc>s the> more because> it i::; produced by such a 
cont<'mptible th;ng. Thi:-re is nothing about 
r1vilii;:f'rl law· calculntcd tn call forth his respect. 
It is :rnnoying- in the, to him, crying injustice of 



many of its demands, and contemptible m its 
puerile means of enforci11g obedience. 

Hnt still further bewildering- in its effect on 
the Zulu mind is the foci that, side by side, and 
mixed up with this European law, there is a code 
of :X ative law, many things in which are grossly 
inconsistent with the spirit of the new law he is 
called upon to obey. Native law he could under­
stand and appreciate, though it be sometimes 
very irksome. Civilise<1 law he neither under­
stood nor appreciated, but accepted it as tho 
ipsc <li..vit of the Amakosi-his rulers. But a, 

corn bi nation of the two is a thousand times 
worse than either of the others separately could 
be, making a tangled :'>kein that he regards as im­
possible to unravel. 

A law· that permits him to have as many 
wives as he likes, and yet forbids him managing 
those wives in the only way long experience has 
taught him to be possible; that enrols him ns the 
subject of some officially recognised chief, and 
yet permits him to disobey the order of that chief, 
and, metaphorically at least, to snap his fingers in 
his face; i:hat calls upon him to be loyal to King­
and country, and yet, when that country is in­
vacled by an enemy, insists upon his "sitting 
stil1," and doing nothing in its defence; such n, 

law is to bim, if not vanity, certainly a "vexation 
of ~pirit," the result being the abandonment of 
any honest effort to comply with all the intricate 
details of such a contradictory tangle, and a cal­
lorn; indifference to any results fhat may accrue 
to himself £or such non-compliance. 
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In my opinion this fact is a satisfactory reply 
to the argument that is sometimes used in favour 
of a separate code of law for the Zulu. It 1s said 
that under the native law iu the olden time order 
a11cl general good behaviour was secured to a high 
degree, that under it all classes o.f the people 
were well conducted, and that, therefore, what it 
did then it can do now. The reply 1s that native 
bw with a native code 0£ punishment was very 
effective, but native law with· a European code of 
punishment is in the nature of a huge farce. \V'hen 
the code of punishments provided death for steal­
ing, adultery, disobedience of royal orders, and so 
forth, native law e:ffectuaHy prevented these 
things; but when the punishment provided is 
simply the payment of a fine, or a short detention 
in prison, where the offender is well feel and not 
over-worked, and to "'hich there 1s little or no 
stigma attached, it ean be easily seen that the old 
law will prove a failure. 

Nor is civilised law any less em harrassing to 
him in its administration than in its demands. 
'l"'hat a man whose guilt is distinctly proved by 
the evidence produced should escape scot-free 
through some technical quibble is by him re­
garded as both unjust and unreasonable; that the 
verdict should depend as much upon the correct 
wording of the indictment, as upon the actual 
guilt of the prisoner, is to him simply monstrous. 
That the chief who is authorised to hold a court 
of justice should be permitted to pocket the fin-es 
he inflicts, is to him so palpably unfair to the man 
whose case he has to try, that the ,erdict given 
will always be regarded with dissatisfaction, and~ 



on the part of the loser, with resentment; the sus­
picion very nalurally bei11g that both the decision 
and the amount of the fine will be determined 
very 1Uneh by the state of the chief's finances. 

'l'hc general effect produce<l upon the native 
miucl by these different aspects of the laws we have 
imposed upon him is thus, first, a sense of 1rrita­
tiou caused by the curtailment of what he has 
always regarded as his rightful liberty of acti,111. 
He may not do as he would either at hollle or 
a.broad. Hence a bewilderment of miucl as he 
stands confronted with such contradictory, and, as 
he regards them, inconsistent demands. Still 
fnl'ther, snpreme contempt for the puerile way in 
which these laws are enforced. And last, but nut 
least, a firm conviction that under such Jaws a 
man's case in court. is decided very much mor,~ 
by the length of his purse than by the justice ()f 

his cause. Very much o:f what is generally re­
garded as litigiousness on the part of the native, 
under the inHuence o:f which he will sell his last 
goat in order to prosecute a case at law, is, after 
all, the result of a conviction that if only his 
purse will hold out he is bound at length to win. 
You may often hear a native who has lost a case 
say "If only I could have retained So and So I 
shoulcl have gained my case,'' an i1lea that may be 
both complimentary and valuable to· a clever 
1awycr, but not at all so to the Government. that 
enacts the laws, or the ::\Iagistrates who admin­
ister them. 

In their way these 7,ulus draw fine lines of 
discrimination; they are very keen to detect 
evidences of wrong, or to recognise principles of 
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j usticP; a ncl though their way of looking at theso 
things differs very much from ours, they are very 
unwilling to assent. to what is to them evidently 
unfair. 

An illustration of this came under lllV notice 
on the occasion of the visit of the Duke and 
Duchess of York. Some native men had come 
clown from Zululan,l to join in the jubilation, 
ancl iu this way to pay their respect to the 
Children of the G:-reat (_-.l.ueen-for as yet, the Kiug 
was only a name to them. 

'l'hcsc men called upon me to ask what form 
of salutation woulcl be proper to use. I said to 
them, "You know quite well what your royal 
salutalicJ!l is; Bayete is the one great word with 
which you always greeted your king." "Oh, 
yes," saicl tl.tey, "we know that was always with us 
the royal salutatiou, and although these children 
of the Great House are not strictly entitled to 
it, the Prince being only 1Vntwana, still we are 
prepared to recognise him as the true representa­
tive of royalty, aud accord l1i111 royal honours; om· 
diffi.cnlty is not here. According to the strict 
rules of etiquette, no European oHicial in this 
country has the right to be saluted with JJaycte, 
not even the Governor; but as royalty itself is 
not witl.t us, we gladly give to the G:-overnor, as 
.rqiresentiug our Great ?ilother over the Sea, the 
honours we woulcl give to her; but unclcr E11ro­
pe:rn Government in this land we have been 
required to greet with this great royal sahitation 
even ihe magistrates, who, at the best, are but a 
low order of 1'.:induna-headmen-and some of 
them very poor at that; and worse still, every 



nrngistrate't:i clerk thiuks that he, too, has the 
right, in the absence of the magistrate, to cleman<l 
this salutation from us, until to-day it has been so 
much dragged iu the mud, so degraded, that to 
ofter it to these, whom "-e would delight to 
honour, would he nothing less than a gross msult, 
:from which we shrink with horror. 'l'ell us, is 
there no other more honourable salutation you 
can suggest P To greet these with lJayctc would 
be but to bracket them with a lot of empty headed 
boys, dogs in comparison. "\Ve would give them 
the highest honours, but the best we have to give 
has been so degraded that we would rather be 
silent than use it. 

The tine sense of dignity involved in this 
request touched me deeply, but I could only join 
with them in regrets at the abuse of what was 
once so grandly honourable. There is no doubt 
that the commonly permitted use of this saluta­
tion is dishonouring both to giver and receiver. 

The general effect prmluced by this civilised 
law is thus seen to be far from healthy, the 
tendency being to induce a spirit of duplicity, to 
lead natives to care nothing for the character 
of an action, but everything for the evasion of the 
connected penalty; in a word, to T:ie law-abiding 
just so far as it is expedieut, and law-break­
ing where detection is improbable. 

So that, so far as character is concerned (and 
what a man is, is always more to the common­
wealt.h of which he is a unit, than what he has), 
the formative iutluence of civilised law as it is 
administered cannot be regarded as anything 
but distracting and harmful. 
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UHAPTER VIII 

(!!tissiorto.r~ emorft. 

\Vhatever may be our persoua! estimate of 
the motive which actuates the individual mission­
ary; the creed that any particular church may 
seek to teach; or the relative value of religion 
and lmsiness ability; the fact can neither be 
ignored nor disputed that the combined efforts 
of these missionaries have been a powerful in­
fiueuce in the formation of the character of a 
very large number of natives, a number not only 
constantly increasing, but also adopting a special 
type of living, so that to-day there are found 
existing side by side two very distmct classes. 

On the one hand are those who still remain 
.aboriginal heathens very conservative in nil that 
relates to their primitive habits and customs, 
fast losing, indeed, all the, best t.raits lhat marked 
them as "noble savages/' but clinging to the 
baser elements of the old-time life; very much 
J;till the Zulu of the past, though g1;eafly deteri­
oi"ated. On the other side, anothe,r class, usually 
known as Amakolwa, or Christian natives, num­
bering many thousands; a class which, weicom­
ing the dvilising and Christianising influences 
with which they have come in contact on the 
clifferent mission stations, have in different de­
grees so yielded to them, that to-day they form 
.a totnlly distinct class; they are the progressives 
of the Zulu people. So wide is the distance that 



separates them iutelleetually, industrially, and 
mondly from their aborigrnal brethren, that it 
must surely be recognised that they ought to be 
judged by a different sta1ulard, governed in many 
cases by b.ws different from those at present ob­
taining, nnd given a higher status iu the social 
life nf the country in which they live. A class 
that is very for as yet from being all it might or 
ought to be, but one that is already encouraging 
the heart of the true philanthropist; not so 
much by '"hat they are individually and now, 
as for t-hc possibilities that are already showing 
themselves in the direction 0£ general advance­
ment; au encouragemeut that becomes hopeful1y 
emphasised when we compare them with the or­
dinary heathen. 

The heathen Zulu to-day is a man very much 
lower in the scale of life than the Zulu of the 
past, for in the past he was energetic on certain 
Jines, manly, clenn of habit. Xow he is too lazy 
eT"eu to keep his kraal fence in repair; dirty in 
dress aud person, aucl morally so low that he 
does not ob.iect, if only he can gain by it, to 
connive at the moral degradation of his female 
depoudents. In contrast ,;·ith this, we find that 
the men and women 0£ the same tribe, ancl even 
family, who have recognised the value of civilisa­
tion, especially if with this they have come into 
cont.act with practical Christianity, have already 
gone up several steps on the ladder of national 
improvement. 

I am not losing sight of the .fact that there 
are about us a very large number of very unsat­
isfactory natives who claim to be Amakolwa; of 



a great many of these instauces oi failure it is 
only fair to say that we ought to have expected 
it. These people arc as yet in the transition 
stage, a11Ll such stages are always marked by 
much that is not pleasing. \Ve iiud the same 
thing in our own families, the boy who is du.-c at 
school frequently carries himself with an air of 
superiority that is both annoying and u11reaso11-
able. He thinks his father and mother are 
"duffers," and it is only later on in life that he 
is prepared to recognise their sterling abilities 
and his own only half-fledged; greatness. ~o it is 
with these Zulus; they are conscious of a marked 
superiority in general style of life above their 
heathen neighbours who have not left the barbar­
ism of their forefathers; and if they develop a 
bacl attack of ''swelled head" we need not be sur­
priseLl. )hit leaving these objectionable folk out 
of account, there are hundreds, if not thousancls, 
of respectful and intelligent men and. women, 
who, if they do nothiug else, at least 1n·o,·e the 
possibi[ity of the native becoming something 
Letter than merely a splendiLl animal. Such a 
com1rnriso11 of these two class·es seems to me to 
indicate that for this people the only alterna­
tives are Christian civilisation a11d degradation 
below the level of the brute beast. If .1 am 
correct, it supplies a very strong argument for 
the increased en~ouragemeut of missionary work 
by both Government ancl people. 

We are here not so much concerned with 
the objective that. the missionary may fairly he 
prPsumed io be aimillg at in all his work, the 
salvation 0£ the native m the life that 



1s to come, as with the means he has 
taken' to secure either this, or what, to 
me,_ appears to be a very much more 
instant, if not more important thing, his salvation 
in the life that now is. 'l'he salvation of the 
life that now is will always include that ,of the 
life that is to come, whilst the effort to secure the 
latter only, may, and ofteu does, mean the loss o:£ 
both. ~peaking generally, it may be fairly said 
that the special work of the missionary has been 
to create a ,conscience, at least, so for as anything 
defiuite has been aimed at at all. A task this, 
it will be aclmitted by any honest person, of no 
small magnitude; and yet, whet.her it has beeu 
recognised by every missionary or not, this, and 
this first, is really the work they have had to do. 

A perusal of the preceding chapters will 
have sufficed to show that very little existed on 
which to engraft the new ideas; and if, embar­
rassed by that difficulty, methods of teaching 
were adopted which have worked out badly, we 
need not spend time in rouclemnatiou of them, but 
pass on at once to n recognition of what has been 
effected, errors notwithstanding. "Ve shall have 
to note the effect of these :faulty methods, but 
also the circumstances which at least partially 
excuse them. 'l'he attempt has been made to 
make a people who are naturally ignorant, servile, 
:fatalistic, improvident, and brutal, recug-ni.se a 
respo11sible relation to an unseen, unknown De1ty, 
to a future life, and to a moral law, everythiug 
in this category being to them intangible aud 
altogether witJ10ut interest. H the first step 
taken was to tell them tl1at in order to come into 
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this uew relationship they must give up wives, 
beer, their old-time houses, and, in fact, every­
thing which they valued, and if the native 
calmly replied Ang-i firn·i, "I don't want 1t," it 
need not astonish us. Nor is it remarkable if 
some missionary had to say that, after twenty 
_years of preaching, he thought he knew but one 
case of genuine conversion. 

That l-he creation, or, to be more correct, the 
development of a conscience, is the key to the 
elevation of the Zulu in the scale of .life will he 
admitted generally; so that the concession has tu 
bo made that missionary work,, where, and only 
where this is the object, is of itself a, very useful 
occupation, worthy of general support. 

ln noticing some of the different methods of 
procedure, it will be but just to crecfit the ,mis­
sionaries with being conscientious; so that even 
where the results have been disastrous (and they 
have been nothing less in some places), at least 
we may believe thnt they meant well. '.L'hey 
hai·c meant well, save in the few· cases where sel­
fish interest and finaucial gain have 'been the 
glaringly domiuaut motives. 

( lf this missionary work there are several 
types, a few ,of which may be briefly reviewed, 
as cna bl i 11g us the better to estimate their value 
on the subject in hand. 

There is a type that appears to oe perfectly 
satisfied if only the native will become a member 
of "our church," altogether irrespective of "'~at 
may or ought to be clone in the matter of his 
personal character; if only he can be co11,11t.,,d, the 
object is gained, and little or nothrng else at-
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tempted. The value of .d.nnual H.eports as affect­
i ug the financial income, together with a little 
self-glorification, may possibly be m part the 
explanation of this very low aim; where it stands 
first, it is no wonder if the conditions of member­
ship are modelled so as to make that membership 
as easy as possible . 

. From the condition of simply joining in t.he 
noisy, kneeling crowd at some nocturnal prayer 
meeting, to the one of being able to repeat parrot­
fashion the answers to a set of questions, may 
seem a very great distance, but iu actual effect 
produced on character, they are very n-,uch 
alike,; and where membership is accorded ou 
such conditions, it need not astonish auyoue i:£ 
the church is to a large extent merely an aggre­
gate of ignorance and deception. 

Auqther type is that of which the special 
purpose appears to be to secure an untlunking 
conformity to creed and rule; a compliance with 
which is rewarded with approval an<l honour, 
whilst the honest effort of a man to tJnuk for him­
self, to endeavour to un<lersta11d what is proposed 

. for his acceptance, is always frowned clown. To 
secure this unthinking adherence, a species of 
or<liuary bribery is usually effective, the result 
being a, lrn111an automaton, very g1·eatly me­
chanical. 

Closely allied to this type, in effect, if not in 
spirit, is the one which encourages fhe most 
outrageous claims and pretensions, on a mere 
shibboleth of profession, a type specially attrac­
tive to Zulus, from the fact that for the miumrnm 
of sacrifice they can secure the maximum of 
ostentntious parade. 
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And still another type appears to li11uk it 
holds a brief for the 11ative as agamst the white 
man, seemingly regarding its raison d'itrc to be 
to bring up the black to the "level'' of the white 
on the strength of a common relationsl1ip to a 
Superior Power, which, it 1s argued, ma!rns. all 
men "equal"; very attractive, but very uusiea<l­
ing, because very untrue ou all grounds 0£ unme­
diate application, whether social, mtellecl:ual, 
moral, historical, or even religious . 

.And yet .another type exists, rather an mcli­
vidual type, found not exclusively in communities 
0£ one religious organisation, but exist.mg as 
units extraordinary, sparsely scattered through­
out the types alrea<ly meutioned. This type 
seeks to begin at the beginni"ng, and by examplo 
and precept to make tlie native intelligent, res­
pectful, industrious, and moral, as part of a, dis­
ciplinary process by which in time he may become 
usefu I to himself and others, though possibly 
never permitted to assert. secular equality with 
the white men arouucl him: and all this as part 
of a divinely re,eale<l process of development, 
which has ,for its objective citizenship m the 
world to come. 

K ow with these types themselves we have 
little or nothing to clo, but the types decide the 
conditions and results of the different organisa­
tions, and with these results on the native we 
have verv much to do. 'l'hat is, tins vanetv of 
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teaching, variety iu form of service, var1etv in 
standards of character aurl so forth, a;e as 
bewildering to the Zulu as is the civili~ed law 
already discussed. 



I£ the thing which these men are pressmg on 
us by their claims to he the representatives of 
one nn<l the same lligher Pov,-er, says the native, 
be one and the same everywhere, whence all this 
difference and contradiction? 1Vhy these hard 
demands, these great sacrifices, if the whole 
thing is simply a gift? ·\Vhat is t.Jie meaning 
of these conflicting statements, these differing 
conditions, and this patent absence of mutual 
interest on the part of the different Churches? 
'' "l'is mystery all." Ancl presently there 1s in­
duced the same feeling of mental paralysis as 
was produced by the European law. "lleheve !" 
says the Zulu. "Oh, yes, I'll believe anything, 
profess anything, if only you will cease to confuse 
me with these contradictions." 

"\\"hy e::lllnot the voice of the Churches be ac­
cordant, simple, plain?,. 'l'o me it appears to be­
beyond controversy that had it bee11 so, much 
better results would have been secured. "\Vhether 
it be rig-ht to refuse membership in the Church 
to a man who in his heat.hen darkness kue" no­
thing of the claims of Christianity, but wlio in 
good faith took to himself three wives, to whom 
he has been as true as a polygamist can be, or 
as they themselves would require; whether to 
re£use membership to such a man save on the 
condition of his ahaudoning two of these wives, 
be rigb t. or not, it is not my province to <letermi 11e; 
but sure I am that nothing but mental confusion 
can be the result of such a refusal, especially as 
it comes from the very persons who put into his 
hands a hook that includes among its list of per­
sons of whom ii says the world was not worthy, 
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the names of men who were polygamists beyon<l 
the dream of the orc.liuary Zulu. '.L'he confusion 
is rendered doubly dense, on his finding the rulers 
of the land not only allowing. but regulatmg by 
legal enactments, not the number, but 1111ly 1he 
price he has to pay for as many wives as he 
chooses to take. ..A .. ncl a.ccorcling to a story told 
me by the men themseh·es, they may even be 
scolded for not being polygamists. "Uh, bother 
you Amakolwa people," said a country magis­
trate, "coming with the tax for one house only! 
"\Vhy don't. you do like the heathen and marry 
several wives; Then you woulc1 have to briug 
me more money at tax time." 

Consider the mental confusion and moral 
difficulty produced by the elaboration of a list of 
proscribed indulgences by one church, which are 
not only a11owed by som.e other cTrnrch, hut are 
not dreamt of or hinted at in the one book which 
is accepted ns the standard of moral ohligatton 
by a1l parties alike! And when thPse thin~s nre 
exalted to the position of fundamentals, so that 
they hecorne conditions of "rnernbcrsliip" and 
by implication, conditions of the life t.hnt is to 
come, can we w·o1Hler if the uninformed judgment 
of the native regards all this divergence of teach­
ing as evidence either of essential (liffer0nces of 
religious, or of a wilful desire to rob him of valued 
privileges? Auel since his inclinations side 
with the permission accorded by other churches, 
afthough he often outwardly accepts mern hers hip 
of the more rigid aucl ascetic organisation, he 
adopts a series of deceitful practices to keep from 
the eye of the authorities of his own church the 



indulgences which he allows himself, until the 
ruin of his honesty aud truthfulness Liecome a 
thousand times worse for his owu character than 
the wicked snuff, or pi pc, or kafir beer could 
ever have been. 

Yet all this notwit.hstandiug, the combined 
efrect of missionary work has undoubtedly con­
tluced to better character, cleaner llfe, and more 
useful, because more industrious, modes 0£ llving, 
on the part of a very large number of native 
peupie. 

\Yhether this class, the ..A.makolwa, is an ,m­
provcmeut on the heat.hen native or not, 1s a 
quPstion that must be left to the judgment of the 
reader wheu he has gone through the facts to be 
related in the ucxt chapter; lrnt whether the ver­
cliet he for or against the Amakolwa, the specially 
contributory cause, missionary worK, must be 
credited with the result .. 





! 
l 
t· 

, ,, 
j 
0 
0 
:x: 
(.) 
(/) 

z 
w 
N 
z 
<( 
.J 
:x: 
w 



CH.:_\P'l'EH IX 

(lltisGiono.r~ ()I)ortl in (Picturc6. 

In tl1is chapter we shall examine some of th~ 
melhocls of mission working, effeds produced on 
individual and social lifo, from "·hicl1 some in­
foreuces may be drawn of its formative i11flu­
e11ce upon nati,·e life generally. That these 
cases in their entirety are P.Xceptional is grante<l; 
but sometliiug of the same kind may be seen on a 
smalh:r scale ou many n mission sta!1011, and be­
yond these there arc, for auyoue with eyes to ~ce, 
isolated cases not a few of bettered life, for: 

".Full mauy a Hower is born to blush unseen, 
.And waste its sweetness on the desert air." 

There is a mission station clown in the valley 
of the Iuadi, a tributnry ol !he Tugela, about 
twPnty miles from Greytow11, callcu Ehlanzeni, 
under the charge of )fr .. J. Heibcling. I have !J:1d 
to visit it oflicially every year for the last ti£tcon. 
years, and at one time, when there were three or 
foul' branch schools attachetl to ii, my stay there 
was usually three or four clays at each visit, so 
that I have had ample time and opportunity fo1· 
carcfull.,· observing the in11er life of the place. 

Of the missionary himself all I have to say 
here :is I wish there were more like huu; one half 
of him heart, the other half conscience, both 
halves saturated with good commo~ sense-an 
ideal missionary. 0£ the mission, it is enough 
to say that notwithstanding the sterling merits 
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of the missionary, it has been so treated by those 
who were unable to rec:ognise its value, though 
they shoulcl have tlone so, ancl so handicapped by 
ib! posit.ion in the hot, dry, "thorns" district, 
that it has been actually starved to death; and 
to-tlay there are but the ruins of what at one time 
was one of the very best mission stations in the 
country. 

Very early in my visit.ation of this place I 
was struck by the unusual industry of every boy 
and girl there, by the high general morality, and 
scrupulous respectfulness, and also by the marked 
absence of the usual ""·hat will you give me?" 
whenever a service was askecl from any one of 
them; so that I became curious to fintl out the 
secret of this very unusual but very admll'able 
state of things, ancl took occasion one day to ask 
the missionary for an explanation. The follow­
ing is what I got in reply-

"I have my own way of dealing with these 
people. It may not appear to some of my brother 
missionaries to be exactly the right way to preach 
the gospel, but I can't help that. After consid­
erable experience of these Zulu people, I find my 
present plan -works better than any other plan I 
have tried, or seen tried; and all that you see 
around you, of which you have been pleased to 
speak so approvingly, is worked out from this, 
the first lesson I always give. 

W\Vhen a man comes to me a11d i,ays, 'Um­
fundisi, I want to come and be a Christian,' I 
say to him, '"'\Yell'. do you -wish lo come as a 
teacl1er, or tau~ht ?' 'Oh, Umfundisi, to be 
taught, of course.' 'Then we understand each 
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other. I nm to tench you?' ·Yes.' 'Am I to 
teach you my own words or God's?'' 'Oh, Um­
fuudisi, you will teach me God's word.' Yery 
good; I get the llible and read the story of the 
Fall to him. 'There,' I say, 'that is the story 
of the begin11ing of the race, black as well as 
white. You see ho"· soou these two people got 
wrnng, so wrong that they had to be turned out 
of their pleasant home; but now God wanted to 
give them directions how they were to get right. 
And what was God's first lesson to these people, 
in or<ler that they might become good people, 
God's people, Amakolwa? Listen! "For thy 
sake I have cursed the ground, aud now in the 
sweat of thy face shalt tli.ou eat bread." Do 
you hear that? \Vhcn God would put this lllan 
right, He said to him, "you must work hard." 
That was God's first lesson to Adam when He 
wanted to make him a good man. It is God's 
word to you, and so it is the first lesson I shall 
teach you. I£ you want to be an ikolwa you 
must learn to ,,ark, nnd work lrnrd.' ,, 

I have ofi:en heard the old man preach, and 
scarcelv if ever has a sermon been finished with­
out something of this sort-"Don't call your­
selves Christian~ yet. I keep my eyes open. l 
see you sitting about wasting your time; I see 
work done listlessly; don't talk of being Christian 
while that sort. 0£ thing- goes on. Head your 
Bibles. "\Vhat did the 1\faster say? ':My 
Father worketh hitherto, and I work.' Who 
are you black people? Even the great God 
works, nnd do you think you can be His children 
and be idle? No; go and work." 



I have had several boys from his station in 
my own service, and whilst they were in some 
cases slow, they could be trusted to go on with 
their work in my absence us well as if l had been 
present; for the regular teaching nt home Lad 
been that work is sacred; that to be true in your 
work, not seniug with eye service, is part of Bible 
religion. "If you foil in that, yon muy be sure 
you are not pleasing Goel.'' I have in my pos­
se&sio11 some forty or fifty letters from residents 
in the Greytown district, lawyers, magistrates, 
doctors, business men, fanners; from British, 
Dutch, and German, all alike witnessing to the 
general good character and industrious habits of 
both boys and girls from Ehlanzeui. 

Un oue occasion I wanted u boy to guide me 
a distance of some thirty miles. Ou asking 
my old friend for oue, "Yes," said he, •· if you 
will promise me not to pay him anythiug." "Oh, 
but," I said, "this will mean a journey of sixty 
miles, and he ou_qlit to be paid." ··1 don:t care," 
said he, "I am always telling these people that 
they owe a debt of gratitude to the white mnn for 
bringing the good news of the gospel to them, 
with all its everlasting benefits, and that they 
ought to be glad to make some return by any 
service in their powcr,even to the veriest white 
tramp that comes along. And this paying for 
service undermi n.es all my teaching, besides cre­
ating a grasprng, exortntant demand for money 
that is simp1y sinful. Imagine this case: a 
man, well off, asks me for a guide down to the 
river, half a clay's work. I give him one. He 
gives the boy half a crown, for money is nothing 
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to him. But to-morrow a poorer man wants a 
boy to go to the same place. I grrn him the 
same boy, who, when he gets to the journey's encl, 
is oftercd a shilling. 'Uh,' says he, ·the )lluugu 
(white man) yesterday gave me half a crown 
for the same work.'' The shilliug is fair pay 
for work done, but the half-crown received yes­
terday has spoile11 him, and I won'l allow it; but 
if yon particularly wish it, I will not object to 
your giving him somethi11g, provided you tefl him 
it is n gil:t, uot pay. I "·ill call hin1 and tell 
him to iret ready to o-o with vou. If he asks 
you what you \,·ill pay him, I'll knock him down; 
but he won't do that." The boy came an<l 
guided me, and just lo test the case and see what 
the hoy would <lo away from his master, l st_opped 
when about four miles from the place, which 
could then be seen, and said, "I sec the place, 
yon ca11 return.'' The boy respectfully raised 
his hat, wishe11 me goocl-1.iye, and started to re­
turn. 0£ course, I called him back and .. made 
him a present" according to pronuse, but 1 saw 
that he h:1.rl been well taught the lesson of cheer­
fully repayiug the debt that he owed. 

Such a groundwork of teaching could not 
fail to produeo r(•speetfnl, trustworthy natives, 
an1l ,vhether the theology be orthodox or not, the 
result wns n very great improvement on the or­
dinary Christian kafir. 

iIADIGANA's STORY. 

'.rJ1e next illustration 0£ missionary work is 
au intliviclual one, ancl sh·ows how fine is the 
product when Christian principlt-s are en-



grafted on the true gentlehood that once, at all 
events marked this people. 

The hero of the story is at present a man of 
about sixty years of age, a great, gaunt, rough, 
big-boned man. a very giant in stre11gth, with 
features 110t at all prepossessing, suggesting what 
he would have been ha<l he remained a heathen 
mau, but with a kindly eye an<l gentle speech that 
at once suggests the geutlcman, <lresse<l though 
he be iu a black skin. I had known l11m to speak 
to for years, but on the occasion on which he 
gave me this outline of his conversion to Chris­
tianity, I had just heard him preaching with 
wonderful emphasis what ha<l been to him for 
.years an uuspealrnble blessing; aud at the close 
of the service- I had a loug talk with him. He 
then told me the following story : -

"Ah, white nrnn," said he, "you ask me to 
tell you how I became a Christian; It is to 
me a strange tale, as full of evidence of God's 
wonderful ways of workiug as any chapter m the 
Bible. '1.10 tell it to you ouly revives my aston­
ishment. I put my hand on my mouth and 
say 'Yes'. it is God's work.' 

"'\Vhen my story begins I was a man about 
thirty-five, an ikelzla, wearing the lieadring, and 
I had three wives; like N aaman, l was a great 
man with mv master, and honourable. l had 
the tr:rnrnction of the most impori:aut of my 
Chief's business, which kept me constantly occu­
pied, and it was out of the pressure of this busi­
ness that the whole of this story grew. 'rhere 
was a mission station wi 1 h a day school not far 
from where I lived, and I had seen .how well and 
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quickly some of ihe children could wnte and reacl. 
Ah, thought I, if I coul<l only do this, liow much 
easier it would be for me to transact my master's 
Lusiuess; I must go and learn these things. ::;o 
I went for a few \\·eeks, but wheiher it was that 
my Chief suspected I would become a Christian 
(a t.hiug I had as yet no thought of J, or whether it 
really was that m;y substitute was not able to clo 
the business as well as I, l was soon recalled by 
the Chief, who said everythi11g was going wrong 
without me. I chafed very wucL. at this, for, 0£ 

course, as yet I had learn eel but very little. After 
a year or so I became so desirous of acqmring 
these useful arts that I determined to tn· in ., 
another place, whe11ce I couhl not be so easily 
recalled. So I told the Chief that I wished to 
pay a lengthy visit. to some relations of mine, 
who were living clown by the Fmkomaas, about 
forty miles away. Having got his consent, I 
bade my wives good-bye, and went, not, indeed, 
to my relations, but straight to the .A.clams ::\[is­
sion Station, at the Amanzimtoti. 

"And now begius the strange part of my 
story. I had never in my life felt the least in­
clination to become n Christian man, and I was 
intent only 011 learning to read and write; and I 
went up to the missionary's house with this 
thought and no other in my mind. I found him 
busy reading. I wished him good mornrng-, to 
which, without raisi11g his eyes from his book, 
he replied, 'Yes, wbat do you want?' 'Oh, 
Umfundisi,' I said, 'I want to learn how to be a 
Christian!' In a moment the thought. came to 
me, 'You nre te11ing a lie; that is not what you 



have come for.' The m1ss10nary sprang to his 
feet, antl laying aside his book said, lookmg me 
straight in the eyes, • \Vhat do you say:'' said he, 
'that you, a man, full grown, have come to ask 
me how io be a Christian; Is that true?' 'Yes, 

• U1ufurnli:;i; and here again the thought came, 
'You arc telling a lie,' but I said" ;Yes, that is 
what I am here tor.'' Turning lo me Madigaua 
said, '·.)Jluugu, Goel made me say it; 1 myself 
was not sp0aki11g. It ,Yas the voice of God 
speaking for me, surely. ,,~ ell, I was taken 
into the school, aud learned there to reatl and 
writ<:', aud also learned whal became to me in­
creasingly interesting, the fact that God k11ew 
me, loYed me, called me; aiHl in a ver~; si1ort time 
I, too, lwtl become a Christian, at least in inten­
tion." 

In reply to the Chief's summons, ~Iacl1gana 
Jrnd to go 110111c fo1· a, w11ill•, lint he agnin got per­
mission to go hack to the Adams School. On this 
second occasion he seems to have settled defi­
nitely the question of becoming a Christian, and 
to have g-ot as far with his st.11dies as he then 
thought necessary. It must have been an in­
teresting- sig-ht to see this Zulu kclda grappling 
with the difficulties of elementary education in 
two distinct areas with such intensity of pur­
pose as to succeed fairly in both in so short. a 
time. 

"Aud now," said the old man, "when I was 
returning- home to face a new life, one difficulty 
starecl me in the face with every step that .l took 
on the homeward journey. I hacl 1:icen taught 
that the first thing I ought to do now that I had 
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aTowed myself a Cl1ristiau was lo giYc up two 
ot my ""i ms; uut i loved them all, they all loved 
rue. Jlow could 1 mee-t them with the stern, 
awful sentence, 'Two of yon must go!' .. .\.n<l 
walking along my e;ry io G-od was, ·Lord, show 
me what l ought to do, and how to do it.' .A 
young rnau utet us,'' he continued. "l come 
with a message from your wives to you. They 
haYe heard that you have become a Uhnstian, 
and that that faith requires you to part with two 
of them; and they said, '\\'hy should his heart 
be made heavy by having to tell us to go?' So 
they talked the matler over, and sent me to tell 
you that they have decided t.hat lhe first rnarrie<l 
wife shall remain; the ot.hor two will retire, and 
allow you to live the right lile.' Ah, 1Ilungu," 
said the old ma11, "don't tell me God does not 
hear aud answer prayer. .Lle had already heard 
my cry, and taken the matter into His own 
hand for my relief. And," snicl he, "I said to 
the boys, this is indeed wonder.tut; let us go up 
to yonder bush and kneel dowu and thank God 
for 11 is gracious help. 

'· ~\s ~oon as I got home I sent for all my 
special friends to come 011 a g-1ven day. I had 
n large brew of beer made for the occasion, 
killed the finest ox I hacl, ancl cut it up into as 
ma11,r portions as the frieuds I had invited. 
Thr.y came on the day appointed, and after re­
galing them with snuff aud beer, I called upon 
each one of them to take the joint of beef I 
pointed out to him, and then to stand and listen 
to me, and then I adclressed them as follows:-

" 'Friends, we have lived long ancl happily 



together. Your homes have been open to me, 
as miue has beeu to you. 'l'o-day we have come 
to the p:.n·ting of the wa_p;. I have taken up a 
new life, au<l for the prescut must go by myself, 
but it shall never be said that ~::u.ligana's 
Uluist-ia11;ty made hiru either churiisll or un­
fric11dly. \Ve part as friends, and so l have 
kille<l for you the best ox in my herd; take it, and 
as you eat it remember ~la<ligana is a Chnstian, 
but is Your friend still.' 

,; 

"AnLl now there remame<l what was to me 
the greatest. trial of all. I ha<l parted with my 
companions, an<l now I had to part with my head 
ring. llut it must be <lone; this Uhnstian life 
was!indee<l a new life, nothing of the old to be 
kept; so calling my favourite Loy, l took a pan· 
of scissors an<l together we went away to a quiet 
spot, antl there he cut it off. .As I took it in my 
hands, and looked at it, with tears in my eyes, I 
felt this was a separation indeetl; now l knew 
that I had left my people." And, turning to 
me, he said, "Oh, white man, you ask from us 
with easy talk the sacrifice of these things when 
we wish to become Christians. You don't know 
what it is that you are asking; what is the pre­
ciousness of these things to us. You may be 
right; but don't wonder while such thmgs are the 
conditions that there are few Zulu men who are 
cornrerte<l. "'\Vell, I wrapped the ring carefully 
up, and picking out the best beast I had, told the 
lad to take them both to the Chief, and to sav, 
:Madigana can hold out no longer; to-day he 
leaves you; herewith he returns to you your pro­
perty, and with it his deepest respects.' (For 

◄ 
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the head riug was always regarded by the Zulus 
as belonging to the King; at whose command 
alone it could Le put on or taken off.) The boy 
went, and returned w·ith this message: 'The 
Chief receives the ring, aud says he has long seen 
how things were going, uud knew that before 
long )Iacligana would belong lo the Christian 
community; Lut all is well.' " 

Since then the old man has leclaconsistont, use­
ful life. } l.e is the head of a small community, 
aud is generally respected by all who know him, 
both hlack and white. 

'l'hese two illustrations taken rn connection 
with the one following might he infinitely multi­
pliecl, but will serve well enoug-11 to show that 
notwithstanding mistakes in doctrine and 
method, such influences are exerted b~, mission­
ary work as to lead to useful, noble lives; and 
one canuot he! p asking whether, if only some of 
these methods and demands were modified, as 
surely they might rightly be, a great deal more 
good might not be done. 

THE STORY OF THE DRIF.FONTEJN SETTLF.:MF.NT. 

In the year 18-11, three Native ,vcsleyan 
evangelists of Natal, J ohaunes Kumalo, Jonathan 
Xaba, and Abraham Twala, were appointed to 
labour on the coast near Durban, but their health 
failing, they returned to their home at Indaleni, 
near Richmond . 

.About the year 1845, the Rev .. T. .A.Bison 
:formed a native syndicate, and bought what is 
at present the farm o:£ Edendale, near Maritz-



burg, and there he foundod a X alive :)lission 
Station, ,,liieh still remains, though now iu the 
sere a 11d yellow leaf. 

These three 11ative worthies, and worthies 
they were, were leadi11g members of the syu<li­
cate. ln the cour:-.-e of time, when their children 
were grown up, they found themselves cramped 
for room; and after con::;iderahlc thuught, and 
various expeditio11s to I111d a suitable place, they 
formed in 1SG7 a11other syuclicate, of which 
.f ohaunes Kurnalo was the head, mul 6ought 
the farm Driefontein, T,600 acres in extent, situ­
at-ed about 1-1 miles north-west of La<lysmith. 

In lSGS, having paid £or Driefoutein, they, 
i11 connection with some other native 1nen, 
bought the adjoining farm of Kleinfontein 
(8,800 acres), which ,ras not paid for untii some 
years had passed. Thi~ bci11g done, another 
syndicate was formed, co1.1:sist.i11g partly of some 
of the members of the ::iyndicates already men­
tio11ed, nud partly of sorn<" 11cw 11ati,·e f'pcculati,·e 
spirit:-:, and tl1e fa1·m of Doornl1oek (7,800 acres) 
was acldecl to the other two; this was in 1879. 
In 1882, a fourth farm-Burford-of a,000 acres, 
was bought; in 1S83, Kirkintilloch, a,000 acres; 
uncl in 18!)2, \Yater.sruePt, 7,:300 acres, was ac­
'luirecl; so that to-day these men own one solid 
block o.f land of about 37,400 acres in extent, 
bought, not from the Crown ln11rls of the Colony, 
but from private owners. .All the forms are paid 
for, ancl they form a pretty good slice of one 
county, owned by natives, who, by their own in­
dustry and application, have managed to make it 
their own. 
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As I have said, these different farms are 
c wnecl by seYeral distinct syndicates, but only 
0110 man--- .J ohanucs Kumalo-holds an i11terest 
in all. ] Le is one of the legal trustees of each 
farm; he is recog11ised as chief over the whole 
block, a recognition to which he is legally entitled 
by birth. 

'_l_'he :following genealogical tree will show 
that ,J ohanues is no common man, but that he 
was literally "born in the p111·ple." 

In the years preceding the adyent of Chaka. 
the t.ract 0£ couutry now known as Zulnbnd was 
occupied by a number of iudcpcndent tribes, the 
head of each of which was practical1y a king, 
until Chaka, with his superior military prowess, 
began a polic'.y of absorption, which resulted in 
their am1ihilation as independent units. 

L\mong these tribes, one of the largest, old­
est, and most important, was that of the .Aba 
iVtun_qwa-and the royal liue exteuds very far 
back; how far it is difficult to say. Prior to tbP. 
reign of Chaka these tribes were living iu a dtate 
of amity with each other, varied b.r occasional 
forays, these forays, how·ever, having more ihc 
object or plunder than destruction; and it 1s pro­
bable that the rule of these earlier kings was 
fairly long; so that a line running back thrnugh 
eight or nine generations, must have begun at 
the latest somewhere about the time when King 
George 1. was King of England, possibly long 
before that:-
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.A BA Nn;NGWA RorAL LINE. 

:Musi 

I 
Siziba 

I 
I 

-, 
l\Iutungwn ,-

1 
Kmualo 

I 
Unclaba --1 
Ln.ugn ~I 

I 
.l\fangcde 

I 
":.\fat-shohana 

I 

I 
Ung,tzn. 

Domla Kuhheka l\IeYaua Uu1zilitikuzi 

l 
I 

Mk:inynse 

I 
Ynguta 

-,.-
~fosllela 

I I 
l\fkosi Siyn.ka 

-1-Lule Kumalo 
Johannes Kuumlo 

So that when in August of 1903 the Gover­
nor of Natal, .Sir Henry :McCall um, met the 
people of this settlement at Driefontein, and was 
received by the Chief with the courtly grace 
which marks the old man in all his public ap­
pearances, it was no mean underling, but one of 
the ancient Zulu aristocracy, who tendered him 
the living ox, a token of fealty, and loyal allegi-
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ance to the King whom he represented; a 
loyalty which, <luring the Boer "\Yar just ended, 
very nearly cost him his life. 

'l'o return to the Settlement. These natives 
have the land. \Vhat do they <lo with it? .A. 
few details and figures nrny be interesting, 
especially iu view 0£ the fact that in seekrng to 
forecast the future of this people, we may be 
helped in our search for the best plan to pursue 
m dealing with them if we take this :,,ettlement 
as au object lesson. 

The business matters of each farm are placed 
iu the hands 0£ a committee co11sistmg of twelve 
shareliolders, elected annually, together with tho 
four trustees, in wliose name the farm is 
vested, and who are e.1: officio members of com­
mittee. Each shareholder is entitled, in pro­
portion to the uum ber of shares he holds, to tho 
use of a certain quantity of ground for building, 
cultivat.ion, and commonage. The position and 
si?.e of such several portions is fixed by the com­
mittee of management, whose decis10n is final. 

On each farm the committee have the right 
to set apart portions of the farm for market, 
educational, burial, and religious purposes, and 
to make regulations governrng them, as also for 
any other purpose which they may regard as be­
ing for the general good. The committee of 
Watersmeet farm have already, in virtue of this 
authority, made a gift of ~O acrC's to Government 
as a site for a N at.ive Industrial School. Each 
committee has its own secretary, who keeps the 
minutes of the different meetings, conducts cor­
respondence, and so forth. 



lly the uuitetl consent of the different com­
mittees, polygamy is prohibited on the wliole 
settlement. AHother regulation provides that all 
must attend Divine Service on Sunday, unless 
lawfully proventt•Ll. Every encouragement is 
g-ivNt to the ernet.ion of upright houses, and to 
the adoption of civilised modes of liv1ug, and all 
chillhen must attend the day schools. lu the 
better houses will be fouu<l modern funuture, 
pictures, books, organs, neatly :furnished and 
clean bedrooms, and well prepared European 
food. There are at the present time about 117 
neatly built, au<l in some cases nicely furnished 
houses in this settlement. ..ill the people wear 
Europeau clothing:, and are generally very res­
pectful, courteous, aud industrious. 

On those different farms there are six pfaces 
of worship, and Hve Government Ai<led Schools, 
with a total attendance, in 1003, of ,rno chi ldreu. 

Some seven or eight thousand acres arc under 
cultivation, the principal productions being 
mealies, amahele, beans, forage, and wheat. One 
hundred and twent.y-eight ploughs are working 
during the summer months with then- teams of 
oxen. 'l'wenty wagons do the reqmred trans-
port. .A.bout 120 horses, several thousand 
goats, hundreds of fowls, pigs, etc., are among the 
stock. 

The testimony of those who know these 
people is almost unanimous to the effect that they 
are well-behaved, enterprising, industrious, and 
trustworthy, with n strong vein of genuine reli­
gious sentiment, which proved in time of trial 
able to keep them loyal, bravo, true, and devoted 
friends of the English. 
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Such a set.Llcment is a guarantee of allegi­
ance, anti a pl~dgc of peace, so for as Zulu natives 
arc cuuccniell; :rnd the multiplicat1011 of such 
centres would place a native rising as far beyond 
the bounds of possibility as it is now beyond the 
Lunrnl:,; of probability. Indeed, anyfl1ing spent 
in developing and conserving such a civilisation 
will come Lack in years to come 111 loyalty, 
security, a11d peace. As a community it is not 
perfod----far from it---lrnt as an illustration of 
how uativrs may be improved, it 1s very cn­
couragmg. 

To the calumnious charg-es against t.he mis­
sionary of spoiling- the native, an,J ihe 1cliot-ic 
drin~l that: says t.he native is only a beast, and 
can never be> made anything better, that religion 
ancl education spoil instead o-f improving him, one 
reply is enough-Go :rncl sec Driefontein. 

G 



CHAPTER X 

"\\' e have now to look at education as one of 
the formative influences which are being 
brought to bear on nntiv·e character, and in doing 
so we must not lose sight of the fact that up till 
to-day, with but one short-lived exception, all 
school work has been done by the difterent mis­
sion bodies; so that to the native mmd there is 
always associated with schools the thought of 
missionaries and religion. It need not be a. 
matter of surpri~e, then, that the suspicion with 
which the heathen father regards miss10nary 
work should extend to school work also. Jle be­
lieves that sooner or later school work will in­
evitably lead to the estrangement of the children 
from their home life, although he easily recog­
nises a distinct difference between learning 
purely sPhool subjects and learning to De a 
Christian. Secular education the 11atiYcs rould 
tolerate, and even admire, but they fear alway,-:; 
the influence of the missionary in the disrupt(11n 
of the home. 

Some years ago 1lawelP, the r:hief of a la!'ge 
trihe, asked the Government to build him a schonl, 
and I was asked to interview him and report. On 
visiting him I drew his attention to the fact ~hat 
a large number of the children for whom he ,,·,is 
demancli11g this sf'hool Wl'!"e alreacly w1thm Ntsy 

distance of a very good sr:hool, EhlanzenL "A.h. 



99 

yes," said he, "I know that, and I 1niow it is a 
,ery g·ood school; I waut no better. llut I also 
know that if I send the children there tho mis­
sionary ( l{,eibeliug) will very soon persuade the 
half of them to become Christian, and I don't 
waut that. I know him well; he very uearly 
caught me." 

It is an interesting sequel to this, that when 
}.fawele was dying, scme years after, he sent for 
illr. J:eibeling, and calling for his headmen, he 
said to the m1ss10uary rn their presence, 
"Umfundisi, I am dyiug. I remember wliat you 
taught me when I was a young man. I was 
almost persuaded to be a Christim1, I wish 
now I had become one; but it's too late no"·; I 
haven't time to learn all you regard as necessary 
for me to know iu order to be baptizeJ, but," 
turning to Lis men, "I tell you I die a Christian, 
and here publicly I declare my wish to be buried 
as a Christian; none of the usual heathen rites 
are to be observed in my burial, but only those 
allowed by the missionary. Mr. Reiheling will 
burv me with Christian rites." This order 
his people scrupulously carried out under ~Ir. 
Ileibeling's directions. 

Because of this association 0£ the religious 
teaching with general school work, the school 
work has not been popular with the heathen 
natives until very recently. 0£ late they have 
begun to see that very often education means 
better wages. 

Several native chiefs have shown consider­
able interest in school work, notably the late 
Chief of the A.mangwanane, Uncwacli. lie £re-



queutly came over to one ot the scl10ols m his 
lol"atioi: when he knew I was cumi 11g to inspect, 
a11d always took consideraLlc interest in the re­
sults of the inspection. Ou oue occas1011 he came 
to my rescue m a very lrnsi11css-l1J;::e way. 1t 
was necessary to have a plot of grnund adjoining 
the school fenced in w·ith Larbcd wire, but l 
couhl not get the people to iiml the money. l had 
been pointi11g out my diJliculty to him, and he 
asked me what it would cost. l told him that 
it would cost six pounds. l'nlli11g lus men round 
him he said, ··The Inspector says the fence is 
needed, null that it will cost six pounds.'· '.['he11, 

putting his hand into his pocket, and pulling- out 
a ha11dfnl of silver, he put it on n box, saying, 
"That's my co11tribution to the fence; what are 
you going to do?" The men looked askance at 
one nuother, as though not quite relishing being 
caught in that kind of a trap, but what could 
the_v clo :' The £G was made up in teu minutes. 
Of course, with the ~\rnakolwa the school has 
ahntys been a popular institution, and until 
very recently at least seventy-five per cent. of the 
children attending the schools were of Chnstiau 
parentage . 

.School work of anything like a practical 
character is a matter of the Inst twenty years 
only. Fifteen years ago I· took over the inspec­
tion of native schools. when there were ,14 schools, 
with 2,000 children. Last year (1903) there 
were l!)l schools, with n total attendance of some­
thing over 11,000; and but for stringent regnla­
tions respecting teachers' qualifications coming 
into force at the beginning of 1903, there would 
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have been more this year. As a matter of fact 
there is ~1. <lecrease. This set-back, however, 
is only temporary, and within the next three 
years we may reasonably expect to have 15,0U0 
children in the schools. Of this school work 
only a small portion is of an i11dustnal character. 
Boarding schools have to gi,e two hours' daily 
industrial instruction to both sexes in something of 
a generally useful character. Day schools give 
to girls only seven hours weekly, generally sew­
ing, crochet, or a little knitting. 

This want of industrial teaching, for the boys 
ospecia lly, has been for a lung time a ea use of 
regret to the native parents, who can easily see 
how llllH:h all concerned woul1l benefit if the 
boys could acquire some kuowleclge of handi­
crafts. Some years siucc an attempt was made 
to give ihis throughout the schools generally, b'ut. 
there were two difficulties : the want of local 
facilities in the way of buildings, and the like, 
an1l the still more serious lack of a market for 
what was done. This last. difficulty pro,·ed in 
the end to be insurmountable. A.. regulation 
was issuc1l prohibiting the sale to the public of 
uny w01·k done h_v boys in the schools, whicl1, 
of course, led to the abandonment of all indus­
trial work, as no one was rich enough to be able 
to make cloors and windows, and then give them 
away, or burn them; ancl to utilise them on their 
own. property required more money than was 
available. The education so far given has C'On­
sisted in teaching them to read and write in both 
English ~11ul ½ulu, together with enough arith­
metic to enable a man to compute the cost of a 



Joa.cl of trunsport at so much per cwt.; a little 
geography, history, and grammar, complete the 
list of subjects taught generally. In the board­
ing schools for girls, washi11g, ironmg, cooking, 
needlework, and general housework are taught, 
and taught well. 

In two chrections this education has touched 
the natives very definitely. 'l'he children have 
to come to school punctually and regularly, a 
new lesson this for both parents and childre11, 
and of special value to both. .And this lesson 
has been taught not only to the children actually 
.attending, but indirectly to others, for it has 
been noticed very distinctly by all the neigh­
bouring kraals. }Ioreover, the children have to 
be provided with decent clothes, anu with books, 
slates, paper, and later on with stamps, for they 
are very fond of the post. So that gradually 
they are being taught a very useful lesson, that 
is, to pay £or benefits received. After consider­
able observation, I think it will be under the 
mark if I say that the average amount ·per annum 
spent on each child for school reqmsites 1s 20s. 
1'aking it at this low estimate, these schools re­
quire the expenditure by the parents of £10,000 
per annum; and all this spent locally-a fairly 
decent series of commercial transactions. If 
multiplying native wants is a good thing, our 
school work deserves a fair share of credit. I re­
gard the fondness for t,he post, just mentioned, 
as one of the good effects of education. The 
native folk are by its means not only enabled to 
keep themselves in touch with the absent mem­
bers of their families, but in the doing of this 
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they are kept in touch also with genera! news, 
and are led to take au interest in things other 
than those just in the kraal life. Their horizon 
is thus enlarged, ancl they become less selfish and 
ignorant. 

One direct result of education upon the 
children is just what the parents have feared 
it would be. They soon clevelop a dislike for 
the ordinary way of kraal living. 1 think I 
shall be correct in saying that seventy-five out 
of every hundred children who have attended a 
school for three or four years regularly never 
settle down to the old heat.hen life. ·whether 
attempts to Christianise have been made or not, 
the result is invariably the same. A sense of 
decency, of cleanliness, and of seJf .. rcspect is 
induced, which leads them to seek for something 
better than what the old-time kraal life offers. 

As the boys and girls grow up, especially 
those who qualify themselves for teaching, the 

• higher rate of salary which they can command 
enables them to satisfy these longings for better 
life. ancl at the same time displays to the parents 
the value of education to such an extent that 
already there is evident an increased willingness 
that promises very much for the future. So 
that almost evPrywhcre, more particularly, of 
course, among the Amakolwa, but also among 
the "heathen•: natives, the father wants his 
children taught to read ::md write; and if only 
these things could be got apart from religion, few 
things that we as Europeans have to offer them 
would be more valued than the education of their 
children. The idea that the :religious teaching 



is objectiouable is, I am firmly co11v111ced, 
erroneous . 

.And here we should notice what I regard as 
the principal value of the education that we are 
givi11g to this people. It is not the smattermg of 
the things uarnell, which, after all, is all they get. 
as yet, nor even the more advanced teaching 
secured by the few, with its va.luc as a source ol 
income; but the development of brain power in 
them as a people. 'l'he value of' grammar to 
them 1s not. that the child can parse a given sen­
tence correctly, uor is the correct working of 
au arithmetical problem its chief purpose. 'fhese 
Zulus are, as I have tried to show in an earlier 
chapter, a people whose powers of thinking have 
been for generations so fearfully repressed that 
as yet they c(11111ot thiuk, and any process of 
analytical reasoni11g nrnst be healthy and use­
ful i11 developing simple intellectual capacity. 
It will, of course, take generations of exercise 
to develop fully all the natural power of brain 
which they hrn·e, and which is by no means 
small; but just ns we breed a particular strain 
into cattle, so here school teaching for lhree or 
four consecutive generations will accomplish 
much. Even now, where the grandparents were 
educated, so that the chilllren now at sehool con­
stitute the third generation under teachiug in­
fluences, marked results are evident. Some 
namrs on a school register are already guarantees 
for intelligence in just, this way; so tliat the 
school work of to-clay may be fairly valued not 
only for what it is doing to this child, but also 
£or what it is promising £or his grandchild in 
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his generation. [t has been charged against our 
school work that it undorrniues parental autho­
rity, but it is not hard to show t.liaL Lhis charge 
is neither preferred by the parents, nor stibstan­
tiated by fact. -\\"hat undermining of parental 
authority has indeed taken place is to be attri­
buted very much more to the i11110valious of the 
civilised law already described. ~ot, it is true, 
that the hnv co11doncs, much less suggests or 
rec1 uires, this result; but in the practical work­
ing- out of the law's provisions the results occur. 
A boy or girl insists upon going lo a ~Lission 
~tation or J[ission ~chool, to which, for reasons 
alrcally given, the father objects. Xow, whilst, 
the law is prep~wetl to sanction the parental 
authority to the extent ot requinng the mis­
sionary to give up the child, it positively refuses 
to allow the father lo half-kill the clu1tl for leav­
ing home. The ehil<l, !mowing tlus, runs away 
to some more distant sehool, repeating the 
process until the fathcr·s persistence is worn 
<1o,vn; a1Hl he eventually co11se11ls to the child's 
going to the nea1-est available school, where at 
least he may be kept uncler observation. The 
father will uaturally be g-rumbling- all the 
while that thr law prevents him from so dis­
ciplining his family circle as to preserve it intact. 
The same course is followed in the Pase of a 

refraetory wife, or a <laughter intent 011 matri­
mony. 

So far as the law attempts to mninfain 
the authority of the parent, a peculiar and 
surely disgraceful state of things is presented to 
the native mincl: that whilst there is no law 



to prnve11 t a girl from going to the devil, there 
is a law that forbids her leaving her barbarous 
surroundings aud becoming a decent Chnstian 
woman. In the first case she is supposed to 
Le going to work, in the latter case she Is simply 
a bscondiug from home. 

To sum up the influences of education on 
these natives. (1) lb definitely attempts the 
development of brnin power in a people very 
specially needing it, at just the age when such 
an attempt promises to be most successful. (2) 
It leads early to a distaste for the hcatl10nish 
life of the krnnl, inducing large numbers of 
young persons to make an honest, though some­
times a weak attempt, to secure a better life. 
(3) It widens the horizon, nncl so counteracts the 
tendency to remain iu ignorance. (4) It 
develops a feeling of self-importance, or selfi... 
confi.denee which, whilst very often uritating in 
its apparent conceitedness, and even insolence, 
au insolence more apparent than real, is still a 
very valuable help in the improvement of any 
people. And in all this, education has very 
generally the hearty approval of the older people, 
who, whilst regretfully recognising that it means 
the passing away of the old order of things, have 
yet sense enough to see that the changes desired 
will be a gain to them as a nation. An appro­
val this which is a most hopeful sign to everyone 
who prefers to better the condition 9f this fine 
race of people rather than treat it with sheer 
neglect; to anyone whose wishes in this matter 
go further than a desire to have a servant who 
wi11 work for 10s. a month, with boarcl and lodg-
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mg not quite goocl enough for a half-bred cur, 
who ,vill study his or her master's convenience 
in preference to his or her own future life, and 
who, when insulted or unjustly dealt with, will 
submit without a murmur. 

'l'hat, as the result of some thuty or forty 
years of mishandling on this line there arc a few 
natives who can be pointed out as '·splendid 
Kafirs," aucl who quietly submit, is true enough; 
but they are not the material with which we can 
work out the salvation of a people. 'l'he grandest 
specimens of native character obtarnable are 
made of sterner stuff; men, and women, too, who 
have refused to be kept in a life of serfdom, and 
who have struck out for themselves an inde­
penclent, honest, ancl hard-working line of life, 
and are to-day object-lessons worthy of much 
more study than we are giving them. They 
are the living solutions of the problem how to 
make the Zulu a respectabie and useful citizen. 



CHAPTER XI 

And now we come to another kincJ. o:f educa­
tion. more poteut for evil than all the other things 
put together; au e.dueation to which pnmitive 
races are very susceptible, and one which has to 
be credited with nine-tenths of .the lmr.y, lying, 
thieviug, and immoral propensities that mark 
50 many 0£ the people \Ye are consHlermg. 

It is painfully true, and we may well blush 
to admit it, that the vilest specimens of Zulu 
character that can be found are clernonstrablv the 
result of the ond example set them by Europeans. 

W,. e call them la:;r.y, and a very large propor­
tion of them are growing lazier every year, but 
that is simply because we ha.Ye impressed 011 

them in various ways, what they hnd long re­
garded as bciug true, that it is derogatory to 
mauhoocl to work. 

One method by which we do this is the way 
in which we allow our hovs and P-ll'ls· to treat ., CJ 

them. \Vhn.tever the trifling thing that hns to 
be done, the Kaf-ir must be calletl to do it. "Tom, 
come here, bring me my boots!" says the boy of 
ten or twelve. "X ow put them on; now tie 
them: now bring my stick." llooks, caps, etc., 
are thrown dow·n, and instead of being put in 
their proper places by the young hopeful, Tom 
must be called to pick them up, no mntter what 
he may be doing. If the lad is gorng "up 
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street·• to ch::ugr a uook, the .Ka fir must l'arry 
the uook for him; aml so on, all through the 
chapter. So the native lcarus lesson No. J, tbat 
c,en ior ebildrcn work is <lcgradiug. 

111 his ordinary work amongst the adnlt. 
workmen the same lesson is taught i1im. l'he 
Kafir i~ always called to fetch awl carry {lie most 
triflinir thiu 0 ·, CYCll Jp_• men who ~lrl' servant~ like b n. J 

himself. 8uch action impresses him co11sta110y 
with the iclea that to work is a mark of low caste; 
he su un1 i is to ,nirk bee a use he is ,<J u1 l•~ preriarc<l 
to t:1ke the dog's place in. the employ ,:,f the 
superior ,Yhite raee, but he !Juitc understands 
that to work is rather the duty ol a lleast than 
of a man. Always prepared 1o ucel'pt the 
dicta of the ruliug powers, this one that work is 
bcmc-auiug, "only fit for Kafirs, '' j,. received v·ith 
absolute assP11t; an!l we ncccl not be a~tomshcd 
if, as opportu u i t.y offers, he sh0ws 1,hat be has 
quite lcarne<l the lesson. 

Hut 011 obsen·ing- closely what is <loue h_v the 
white man, be finds that la:✓.in.-:•ss is ,,,rnctime.3 
redueecl to a seience; deliber::de, metllodical 
shirking of work, done befol'e his C'~'e'>, 11111 il, 
proliting- by the ex::m1ple set l1im. he suou (•xncls 
iu eye-sorvit·e. [11 this flirediJn he st:11 has 
much to learn, for after all i::; Raid, tho fact re­
maius that the laziest mau iu the co~mtry is not a 
Zulu. 

Naturally most courteous in a,Jdrcss and 
language, especially to supcricn, 1t has never­
theless come .to be a common chal'g-0 against 
natives that they are "cheeky." ·who c· • .m be 
astonished i£ this charge should be found true, 
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when he sees how the native, is taught gooJ 
behaviour; when little urchins of ten or twelve 
are allo"·ed to ea ll him all sorts of coarse names; 
to throw stones at, or kick full-grown men, with­
out the slightest provocation? lf on such a 
proceediug any attempt at remostrance is made, 
no matter how respectfully, there are parents 
who, instead of reproving- or punishing the child 
for his insolence, will give the native a kick or a 
volley of a bus e. 

How very seldom is anything like civility 
in addressing or giving instructions to a native 
shown by the average European! A haughty, 
imperious command, irritating to anyone with 
any feelings of self-respect, is the usual thing; 
to be followed by a storm of Ililhngsgate, if 
the native attempts any explanation, or shows 
the least reluctance to obey orders, which, 
often enough, have not been made plain to him. 
The testimony of any man, the Colony through, 
who treats him as a human being, giving his 
orclers plainly'and civilly, will be that the native 
is uniformly civil and obedient. Uf course, 
under the treatment described there 1s an ever­
increasing number who have become nnpertin­
ent, and worse; but it would be a miracle if, 
things being as they are, the natives in contact 
with ourselves did not. acquire a vocabulary very 
far from genteel, and on occasion use it. 

Then, too, there is the matter of immorality, 
with the often expressed fear of danger to Euro­
pean women. The pedestal of sacredness on 
whid1 the native has for years placed the Euro­
pean woma11 1s a very high one. If that 
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pedestal has i1t reecnt years been lowered, and in 
exPeptional cases vicious thoughts have en teretl 
native miutls regarding her, we have but our­
selve:; to thank for it. If a paternal Govern­
ment will qui~tly allow a i10rdo o.f Europeau 
fallen women to establish themselves m our 
towns, offering thcmseh-es at a price to any native 
man; if Europcau meu will live in native kraals 
the native life, practising- among native females 
all their disgusting heathenish practices; if native 
melt in the employ of Europeans who pass for 
dec·ent, are furnished ,vith gold to procure for 
t.heir masters the last country girl arrived iu 
town, who simple-mindedly has come to work 
for some white person; if European females will 
persist in a familiarity with natives which they 
would scorn when dealing with decc>nt-minded 
persous of their owu colour; while these things 
are so, who can wonder for a moment. i.f in some 
cases (for as yet they are comparatively few) 
some uatives have been found to look upon the 
white woman as being but little superior, if at 
all, to the ,vhite man who runs riot in the native 
kraals; some natives to whose mind the halo of 
sacredness which had hitherto surrounded the 
person of every European woman should have 
dissolved into thiu air? 

There is more danger to European life, pro­
perty, and honour along this line than from any 
political propaganda that t!ver entered the mind 
of the most. disconientcd native. Dack upon 
ourselves, with awful reaction, will c-ome some 
day these lessons of immorality, and that depre­
ciation of honest labour which we are in these 



<liffereut ways teaching the natives. Our children, 
inoculated with the ille.L that ho11est toil 
is degrad111g, will gradually cease to work 
wiLh either hand or brain. ''Too much fag'' 
will be their comment on the industry that 
alone can make auy people; aucl looseness of 
moral character will mark our national life. 
'l'hese native people, already the worse for genera­
tions of animalism, will, taught as we :no 
teaching them, teach our young people lll turu 
these same dreadi:ul lessons, until the braud o1 
indolent profligacy will be stamped indelibly 
011 the rising gencrntion, a sad prelude to a 
racial decay that will ultimately be irretriev­
able. And if the missionaries of this country 
deserve our a ppreciatio11 for nothmg else than 
their practical protest against general impurity, 
thii:: alo1Lo would make our obligat10n to them 
a very great one. 

~·llready is the X emc.sis for our treatment 
beginuiug to track our steps. "\-Ve are con­
tiuually hearing complaints that deceu"c female 
11ative servants are unoLtainable, to the discom­
fort of the curnruun ity generally. Hy our 
treatment of these girls we have aroused the 
parents, who do their very best to prevent their 
girls from scP-king employment iu the towns; 
and no assur:rnce or protection allays it. 

·\Vith the keen <liscerument that marks the 
Zulu, these parents have already recognised that 
only under the protection of gcnu ine Christianity 
are their girls really safe; but our own proceed­
in~s have d ispellecl an iclea once common among 
them, that all white people arc Clinstiau; and 
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now thcv arc susin!!, ''There are "·bite Chnstittns, ., ., ~· 
a1ul you may sometimes meet one. \\'hen we 
do, we arc prepared to trust our girls to him." 
..-\.ud the hope of securi11g girls of decent drnrac­
ter as general servants is becoming less every 
day; tlic spcetaclc of ruin wrought l.iy t.he white 
mall on the I ives of some they have known 
alarms them, anll if to this ahrm 1s added the 
direet prohibition of the fathers, and the girls 
remain at home, what honest person can find 
fault with either the fathers or thc- children? 

It may be suggested that this reeog11it10u of 
safety couforred by Christianity sc-ems to con­
flict "·ith what I have already said 111 another 
chapter as t,--, their reluctance to allow then· girls 
to go to live 011 a }lissiou Station; but the con­
flict 1s only seeming. 

l n the one case the native loses the serviceR 
of his daughters, with the acltled probability that 
she "·ill be led to renounce the home life she has 
been usc(l to, for all of which he gets nothing; 
"·hilst 011 the other ltaucl he is only too glad to 
get the protection of a Christian home for his 
daughter whilst she is earning money for him. 
Even to the )li~sion Station, if he were assurecl 
that 110 efforts "·oulcl be made to induce his 
daughter to abjure her home, he would have no 
obje~tion, providing she were earning him money. 
That in both cases he cares very much more for 
the financial value of his <:hild than for her 
honour-at least so £a.i· as the heathen native is 
concc,rnecl-is, whilst g-enernll,v true, not at all 
uga inst the facts here set forth. 

H 



X or does the bad example which. is set to 
the native end with the things already detailed. 
Truth, llonesty, self-respect, 'obedience to 
superiors, these arc all things on which their 
sirnple ideas, which were generally pretty fairly 
correct, are frequently outraged m what they 
see done by the superior race, until the little 
conscience which they had becomes hardened :rnd 
pervert.ell, with results t.ha t we are, qmck to 
detect and condemn, but not nearly so qmck to 
recognise as very greatly the result of the pattern 
set by our own lives. 

If the grournl of their duty to do right in 
these different matters be represented as self­
im provemeut, they. ask why the improved white 
people do all these things. If it be urged upon 
the obligation of duty as revealed in the 
Christia11·s Bible, they retort with the question 
why the emphatic commands of that Ilook in 
these au<l other kiullred things, such as Sabbath 
keeping, loyalty to King and country, and the 
rest, are openly violated by those whom they know 
as the rulers 0£ {he lanc1. 

How often have I been asked by men who 
are trying to regulate their lives by that Ilook 
which we claim to be the sheet anclior of our 
national laws a1lf1 national greatness, "'\Vhy is 
it that so many of the Amakosi go fishing, shoot­
ing. and so forth, on the Lord's Day r '\Vhy is it 
that so many behave so ns to make them the 
clread of every decently disposed woman?" Ques­
tions these which, as the facts cannot be dis­
puted, and one does not like to ha,e to atlrnit 
such glaring inconsistencies to a race avowedly 
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inferior, can only be met by the humiliating 
expedient of turning the conversation in some 
other direction. But the effect of such things 
on the moral life of a people struggling to rise 
above the past, antl, if possible, lo attain to a 
better ideal of life, is so ve1-Y serious as to rnako 
it a subject for bitter reflection. 

It is a somewhat difficult task to measure 
just how :t~u the results of these different in­
fluences, focussing themselves upon the 1rntive's 
thought, have really affccte<l him; but speaking 
ge11ernlly we may say that they have quite dis­
illusioned him as to any definite superiority of 
the white man, save in lrnowlellgc; we have lost 
caste with them. quite naturally they have be­
come best acquainted with the worst types of 
European, for to these they arc nearest; .nnd 
we have £alien very greatly in their estimation. 
The idols are still there, but they have proved to 
be quite hollow: still .A.makosi, but very human, 
and a!'l they have understood humanity. 

From their ancient habits of thought they 
had imagined that complete surrender to our 
directions meant that they were to take up the 
1·6lc of children, to be ordered about as we 
wished, it being theirs to obey unquestioningly; 
but that idea was alwavs interwoven with 

v 

another, namelv, that therefore we would take v 

the role of parents, caring for their intercst8, pro-
tecting- them from oppression, helping as help 
was needed, afo·ays sympathising with their 
attempts at imitation of our ways. Ilut the 
combined influences set forth here have forced 
upon them the conclusion that such a relationship 



has not euterecl into our plans, and a growing 
suspicion, too well fouudecl, has oeen induced 
that we only seek to make a. convenience of them;• 
that it is our purpose to repress instead of helping 
any effort on their part. at honest improvement; 
that, in fact, if anything is ever clone by us that 
appears to be for their benefit, the cloven foot of 
seHish interest is easily detected. 

They suspect injustice, as between black 
aiHl white, not from public opinion only, but also 
in the very halls of justice, so that they have no 
sense of security, even though they strictly 
comply with commands and regulations. "The 
white man is not to be trusted with our destiny; 
he is 11oi honestly working for our good," is 
what one gets from the thinking men, when these 
thi11gs are talked about; a suspicion this which 
cannot :foil to work harmfully on our mutual 
relationships, and one which it will be found to 
be of great importance to remove. And because 
the treatment we have meted out to the native 
whilst lifting him out of the old groove of life has 
not encouraged his rising to anything definitely 
superior, and because the hope of its e,cr doing 
so is "\"ery small, there grows up a sense of clisap­
pointment with the semi-civilisecl life which we 
have led him to adopt, and a reaction follows in 
favour of the old life, which will be difficult to 
<leal with. 

Responding to the ideals of life that we have 
presented to them, some of the best natives have 
given up absolutely the oici heathen life, and 
honestly set their :faces in the direction of these 
ideals; but only to find that as soon as they begin 
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to get lheir hcu(ls a hove the. moral wreckage 
arnuu<l them, there are a thousand hands 
stretched out to hold them just ihere, and a thou­
sunll voices calling upon them to ··keep their 
proper place," and •·uot to try to be the equal of 
the white ma 11." X o wonder if, tired of holding 
on in that awkward position, many let go, and are 
swnllowccl up in the seething flood from whence 
they had almost been delivered. 

ll'oiled 1u their attempts to rise, duped by 
unprincipled persons in ordinary business affairs, 
and left, as they regard it, to suffer injury and 
injustice by those to whom they had looked for 
protection, ,rn cannot wonder if gradually each 
man should turn his hand against his fellow, and 
try to g-ai11 by fraud ~md lawlessness what he has 
failed to obtaiu by ob~dience to lawful orders. 

"\Vhen the only interest taken in thein as a 
people by the ruling race assumes the form of 
demands made upon them to work, often under 
circumsi::rnces that arc- to tlit•1n simply dreadful, 
this, coupled with a low rate of wages, and often 
an utter lack of any concern as to their safety or 
~om:fort, not u n na turn 11 y the better disposed con­
ceive a feeling of utter disgust with the so-called 
benefits of civilisation. The more reckless ones 
drift rapidly in the direction of lawlessness, until 
they become a terror to the neighbourhood, a dis­
grace to the management under whieh the? work, 
and a very disheartening warning to their fellow­
countrymen. 

It does sometimes seem as though nothing 
save work can ever obtain for a native a "well 
clone" from us; no improvement of mind, or 



<"haracter, or habits. Even when by sheer intel­
ligence aud industry he has managed to get a 
home of his own! aud honestly tnes to hve a 
respectable life, yet, if he is not prepared to go to 
work, the whole ihing is discounted, and himself 
insulted; and a keen sense of disappointment 
i-ests upon a large sectiou of the .very best of our 
native people becmise of the obst.ades that are 
placed in their way whenever they really try to 
be better men, and lead a better life. 

1'hat some of them try to run before they can 
walk is not denied; that these mistaken efforts 
are sometimes very objectionable is true; but 
allowiug for all this there is a large and very 
decent class of persons who desire to rise to n. 
higher level, and to be rated accordingly, tc 
whom very much of these combined influences is 
puzzling, irrifating, disappointing, even mad­
dening. 

To anyone who looks carefully beneath the 
surface the fact is patent, that the '.tulus of the 
present are a distinctly clivided people . .A. fairly 
lo.rge uumber are struggling upwards, bewildered, 
,lisheartened, but still struggling; a larger num­
ber are hopelessly clingiug to the old life, making 
no effort to improve themselves; w·hilst a third 
party-increasing at an alarming rate-are 
deliberately proposing to occupy our gaols, and to 
swell the amount of fines reported annually by 
the officers of justice. A splendid people gomg 
to the clogs for ,-ant of proper handling ! 







Cll.A.PTER XII 

Having thus in some considerable <letail 
observed the Zulu in i.he Past, fettered with super­
stition, and enfeebled by years of animalism; an<l 
having noticed him as he is with us in the Present, 
the subject of misunderstanding, bewildered, re­
pressed, suspicious, aud disheartened; we pro­
ceed to the consideration of what in t.his country 
is one of t.he most important and most perplexing 
problems we have to solve; one with which ,ery 
much of the future welfare of the country is 
closely connecte<l. A right solution guarantees 
ever-increasing comfort and prosperity; a failure 
w 1ll consign us to years of mutual mistrust and 
loss of aclvantage to all alike. This problem is 
very involved, many-sided, and for-reaching. It 
is not a quest.ion the answer to which can be 
tossed off in a few well rounded sentences in some 
after-<liuner speech; but one that may well 
demand _ihe united thought of the wisest men the 
country possesses. Too long has it been treated 
as if 1t was one of those things that will develop 
its own solution under the magic of time. Too 
often has it been regarde<l as a special case for 
the opinion of a. few select officials, and too 
genera1ly looked upon as a thing inextrica hly in­
volved in the maze of party politics. 

The belief that the time has come for everyone 
who has the interest of the country at heart., and who 



has had a fairly lengthy opportunity o.f gauging 
things aright, to speak out his convictions on this 
subject impartially an<l honestly, even though 
those couvictio11s may be in direct opposition to 
the opinions held by the cornlllunity generally, 
is the sole reason for my iu1diug- my mite to 
the stock of theories gradually accumulating. 

I think it will be well, in approachrng the con­
sideration of such a momentous questwu, to elim­
inate at the very beginning any factors that 
promise to be obstructive at a later stage of the 
discussion. Huch a factor exists in the form of 
what is called, "The demau<l for labour.'' To 
me it appears absolutely certain that no practical 
lasting, or effective solution of the X ntive (~ues­
tion will ever be arrived at unless we honestly 
start -from the standpoint of the nativt>s' benefit. 
~'o start in search of a solution with the idea that 
a million of natives are found existing among us 
for the sole pm·pose of our being e1Ht bled to en­
rich ourselves by their labour, is to make failure 
a foregone eonclusion; as well say that the poor 
exist only for the benefit of the nch, ns say 
that the black exists only for the benefit of the 
white. 

If all our lines of thought on this sub­
ject a1·e to be made to converge on this point of 
our gain, while their interests are to be con­
tinually ignored, the utter selfishness that 1s thus 
the motive of all we may resolve to <lo will most 
certainly damn the whole scheme. 'l'o deny this 
is to <leny the existence of n "power that makes 
for righteousness," and to forget the great lessons 
of human hi~tory. 
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That the outcome of an honest effort ou our 
part to benefit and improve the natives, both as a 
race all(I as individuals, woul<l directly ten<l to 
secure what we al! wish for, the hearty co-opera­
tion of these thousands of native men in the 
development of the land we live rn, in agri­
culture, iu miuiug, as well as iu social life and 
general uprightness of charader, I firmly believe; 
aml believing- it I will try to show how such a 
desirable cllll may be secured. 

llefore doiug so it will be well to set dis­
tinct!)'~ before ourselves what it is we want, what 
arc the details of this so much-to-be-desired con­
dition of thi1ws • for if the thinrr wluch is desired 

b ' 0 

is simply the employment of a whole people in 
working month after month, away from their 
homes, herded together ,,·ith little or no cou­
sicleration o.f their comfort. or possibil1t.y of deeeut 
living, to say 11othi11g of intellectual and moral 
ir.uprovemeut, merely in order that companies may 
declare di,ideuds, a11tl that a comparatively few 
favoured ones may grow rich, more or less 
rnpidly--if this be what is uimel1 at, then what­
ever the seeming benefit to the general commuu1ty 
may appear to 1,e, all that need be said 1s th~t 
such nches, bcuefitting the few at nu awful 
expeuse to the many. are dt>arly gotten. 

But I take it that the probl<>m for the general 
public lies in nn altog<>ther different <lir<>etion. 
Here we have a count.ry that by virtue of its 
climate and variety oi. soil-given a fair annual 
rainfa1l-is simply waiLing· to be ~cratched. to smilB 
back to us in fields 0£ remunerative erops; and 
even if the raiu£all be less than is required, a 



la,ncl so well ,vatered that the possibilities of 
irrigation are almost unlimited; a land with con­
sitlera ble promise in the way of stock-forming 
and fruit-growiug; with its bosom full to bursting 
with coal anJ other valuable minerals. A land 
in which by means of steatly Jabour in farm and 
house work any honest muu who is not afraid to 
work-anJ no possible amount of black Jabour 
will bring wealth where the white man is lazy­
may make for himself and family an honest liveli­
hood; not perhaps at the best any great fortune, 
but enough and to spare; which, after all, is the 
itleal life. ..A.ncl here in tantalizing nearness are 
thousands of able-bodied men, born to the 
climate; the -very thing that we need to make the 
farmer's life a happy one; and yet, for some rea­
son, we hear constant complaint that for want of 
labour it is impossible to make a hving rn this 
country by fanning. 

X ow, from this standpoint what seems so 
very desirable is that this large bocly of men shall 
he brought to give regularly, fairly, and wil­
lingly the benefit of their labour to help us. 
If willingness is an essential feature of the help 
they are to give, and a litt.le thought will suffice 
to show that it is of the very utmost importance in 
this case, then it looks as if all forms of coercion, 
whether it be taxing, "creating wants," or any­
thing else that makes their working a compulsory 
thing, is another iactor which, because it pro­
mises, under existi11g circumstances, to be 
obstructive, must be eliminated .from our plans. 

It may be argued that increased taxation, 
and the multiplying of native wants, by corn-
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pclling him to come to work, will accomplish all 
"·e desire; and the argument may appear at 
first sight to be a sound one; proved by the com­
pulsion t-.hat rests upon the working man at 
Home, holding him, as it often does, against his 
will, constantly at work year in and year out, 
all his life, simply to keep body and soul 
together. llut no such pressure lies on this 
people; and cvcu if it were possible to produce 
it, shame on the man who would move a hand to 
secure such a hard life for any mortal, especially 
when there is, as I believe, an alternative t:fiat 
will accomplish the same purpose without degrad­
ing life to constant drudgery. 

I say it is not possible to produce such a 
state of compulsory workiug with the native; 
what I have already said of his style of iiving 
in the past will show that he is absolutely indif­
ferent to much that we regard us the necessal'ies 
of life, for his actual necessaries can easily be 
secured by the labour of his "·ife or wives, so far, 
at any rate, as to make continuous work needless . 

..:\ncl so we get down to the simple proposi­
tion that we wish to secure a state of things in 
\lrhich the native will willingly work on steadily, 
for months together, honestly doing his best for 
u8, and receiving in return a fair equivalent in 
wage and accommodation for what he gives. 

And became some of the work that we wish 
him to do is in and around our houses, where he 
will be in proximity to our wives and cnilclren, 
and, further, because in a great many cases he 
will be r<'quired to work for persons who cannot 
speak his language, so it may be fairly assumed 



that our object;ve includes nof ouly that he shall 
be industrious, but nlso that he shafl be a6le to 
speak: English, in order that he may understand 
the instructions given him, and be decent and 
(lleanly in person anJ behaviour. 

llut is this all we want; Is our honzou to 
be limited by the narrow lilies of what we wish 
to secure for ourselves? Is no thought to be 
given to the mat.hers and fathers, the brothers 
aucl sisters, of the men who are working for us? 
Are we willing that a whole nation which, m the 
working of Providence, to us so kindly, has been 
pbced under our control and authonty, should be 
allowed to work out a destiny of moral degrada­
tion, intellectual imbecility, and political 
menace? Do we cnre nothing at all If -this 
people perish miserably from .the face of ,the 
earth? ·whilst we eagerly use the strength o-f 
their manhood, shall the im10r life of the people 
be of no interest whatever to us? 

'l' 1 • • l fJ' • _ o answer t 1ese que~t1011s m t 10 a .1rui::i.tiYe 

is to brund oursel vcs as ignoble and imbecile, un­
worthy alike of the traditions of om· forefathers, 
or of the goodly heritag-e they ha\·e giv0n to us; 
ign~1ble because in pure selfishness we would rob 
a nation of its birthright, the right to qualify 
itself for a position in the world's civilisation; 
and imbecile, in that we are not able to see that 
such a policy would inevit.ably defeat its own 
object. Is there 110 programme possible which, 
whilst securing for ourselves what we so much 
wish, would at the same time so Improve the 
natives as a people, that before very long· they 
would respond to our call? Surefy what Is true 



of wealth and rauk is equally true 
"The rauk is 1,ut the guinea stamp. 
a man for a' that.'' 
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of colour. 
A mans 

The idea appears a pleasing one; is it 
"Ctopian? Arc there auy insuperable <lifHcul­
ties iu the wav of its being- realised, or must it ., 
be dismissed for eYer as being impracticable? I 
think not. Uive11 honest intention and patience 
it may Le <lone; for far beyond the general belie£ 
of the ordinary white man, the better natives 
are waiting for just su<"h au opportunity. That 
the majority of the Lea.then part of the popula­
tion have not as yet imagined such a tlung 1s 
true; but there arc hundreds to •,d10m the 
slightest hint t.liat we arc prcparmg to work 
for this would be an inspiration fhat would 
make t.hem gird up their loins, and at any 
sacrifice throw themselves iuto such a work with 
a vigour that would guarantee succefls. And 
the mere heathen man would follow suit, though 
probably at a slower pace. 

Certain it is, the magic cry Seben:a will 
never do it. Never! e,en if every native could 
be impelled to work for the next five years 
without cessation. "\Vork, forced work, 1s not 
a nrngiciau's wand, but work intelligently :.rncl 
willingly undertaken would solve the problem. 
Can we make them willing to work both for us 
aud themselves in making their homes C'omfort­
able, clean, and healthy; work for us the more 
readily in that the wages so obtained can be usecl 
for home comforts? I think we can, and m the 
chapter following will t.ry to show how. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

:From what has already been said as to the 
customs and character of the Zulu, it will be 
easily seen that the rankling sore from which 
most of the evils we complain of proceed, upon 
which we need to put our fingers, and so deal 
with it that the festering place shall be for ever 
healed, is polygamy. The abolition of polygamy 
is, without doubt, the key to the solution of the 
problem before us. ,Vhilst polygamy remains, 
it is sheer nonsense to hope for better morals, 
healthier or more industrious living, for pride in 
improved home sun·oml(lings, or for the develop­
ment of individual self-respect. 

,Vith polygamy 1should a.lso be abolished 
the custom of lobola, the paying of ea ttle for a 
wife; or, at any rate, it should be limited to 
the transfer of a single beast, for it should not 
be forgotten that the custom is worthy of pre­
serving in so far as, like the "marriage lines" 
of the European, lobola gives fo the married 
woman the status of legitimacy. 'l"'o be a wife 
without lobola having been given;, is regarded 
by the women as a reflection on then· character. 

To this suggestion 0£ the abolition 0£ poly­
gamy objection has been often advanced that it 
is both unjust and impolitic to make sudden or 
drastic alterations in the customs of a savage 
people. Well, so much may be admitted, but 



since over fifty years have passed since the 
country came under our control, the charge of 
suddenness cannot be sustained. The change 
from darkness to light gencrnlly is a drastic one; 
but we must certainly avoid a course eithPr u11-
just or impolitic. 

As the terms of our inquiry require that we 
keep the natives' interest in the forefront of our 
plans, it will be necessary here to ascertain 
whether the abolition of this old polygamy cus­
tom is for their good; and then we can proceed 
to point out in what way it would benefit our­
selves. 

It will be reallily conceded by all parties that 
what the Zulu specially needs to make hnn a 
better man is work; 11ot necessarily work for us, 
but in his daily life, at. his own home or else­
where, he should work. For not only would he 
thus be ~:wing himself from the mischief of idle 
hands, but verv soon his brain woulcl be called 
inlo exercise to secure his foreseen object, 
whether that object be a more plentiful harvest, 
or a more rain-proof dwelliug. 'l'hus gradually, 
he would acquire habits of thoughtfulness, con­
sideration, and carefulness, which would all 
tend ;n the desired direction. 

X ow, how does polygamy affect the man in 
this matter of work? "\Vith a plurality of wives, 
and all that. is involved therein, the necessity 
for work at home is at 011cc removed, and if 
some passing need leads a man to go to work 
for a European, he will not rem::un away from 
home any longer than he is absolutely l,ound. 
'l'he large. family 0£ children that polygamy 



brings him, brings h 1m also au increased income, 
and very soon he will cease to work at all. The 
subject is a delicate one, Lut the stern fact is 
that the cause of the 11ative's unwillingness to 
work is uot his laziuess so much as the uxorious-
11ess-to give it a mihl uame-which increases 
until the 011e absorbing thought, the one object 
of life is just that demoralisation which custom 
consecrates for him. X or should it be forgotten 
that the c1ifficulty c1oes uot arise from the mere 
fact i.hat a man has rnanv wives,· he mav have .., .., 
but one, but as custom permits him to have more, 
a11 the girls 0£ the country arc, with the consent 
of all parties concerned, fair subjects for his in­
ordinate ambitions. It is mere prudery to ignore 
the facts before us. If we are honestly looking 
for the cure of our difficuliy we must be pre­
pared to speak in plain language. We cannot 
exped thnt these men, with generations of 
auimalism in their veins. will take to virtuous 
courses ancl follrrn· th<'m for any length of time. 
Only when we have recognised that polygamy is 
the cause of 11early all their social al)(1 moral 
faults shall we be in a position to prescribe for a 
cure. 

It has often been noticed and wondered at 
that a gang of native men working 011 an estate 
will be apparently as contented for a few months 
as human beings could be expected to be, and 
then all at once, and seemingly without any 
cause they will all want to go home, just per­
haps when their services are the most required; 
and to all offers of increased salary they are 
obstinately indifferent; go they will. They will 
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talk of being tired, of home people being sick, 
and promise speedy return; but they must go; 
three times the wage they have been receiving 
will not induce them to stop. The thing seems 
portentous, and people wonder at it, yet tho 
explanation is simple; for just as the drunkard, 
after abstaining so long from drink that his 
friends grow hopeful as to his permanent re­
form, will in a moment break down, and "go in 
for a burst," so w~th these people; someone has 
come from home with bewitehiug stones of 
amorous living, and up like the rncorniug tide 
surges the hot, passionate blood, and there is 
nothing :for them but home. 

It is just the same in the home; the whole 
life is saturated with this thing. It 1s the staple· 
subject of conversation, the point round which 
a11 the life revolves. They talk of lt, sing of it, 
dream of it. It is the cause of two-f hirds of the 
home quarrels, and the ever-present obstacle to 
home improvement. .i_\gain and again have 
native men, too much married, said to me, "Oh, 
bother this ·isitcmbu (harem) system! It 1s one 
constant trouble; half my life is taken up with 
settling disputes bef..w·een different wives, and 
the other half with disputes between each wife and 
myself; why I sleep so often in that wife's hut, 
why I prepare so much garden ground for the 
other, or why I prefer the food that a third pro­
vides for me, and so on everlastingly, until I am 
quite tired of it. The only chance of peace 
would be to give them a good thrashing all 
round; and the law won't let me do that." 

I 



'l'hat what forms the principal object m life 
with the older meu should soon occupy a similar­
position in the lives of the younger people is 
only natural, an<l so the whole lifo of young aucl 
old, males and females alike, is taken up with 
this sort of thi11g. No wonder if the life is always 
on the down grade, always impure and disgust­
ing, earthly, sensual, and even devilish. ls the 
abolition of such a custom for the benefit of the 
people themselves? 'fo ask the question is to 
answer it, and surely in the affirmative; more 
especially so as we have actually before us the 
successful results that have followed its abolition, 
secured not by legal process, but by moral suasion. 

'l'he Amakol wa are manifestly and demon­
strably a distinct improvement on the heathen 
people. Their homes are better, their lives are 
higher in purpose and tone, and this is owing 
mainly to the fact that the system of polygamy 
has been abolished among them. lt may be 
objected that a clean native hut is both cooler 
and cleaner than many of the little two-roomed 
houses to be found among these Amakolwa; but 
t.he hut is dark, and very often ill smelling, while 
the other represents an honest attempt at a 
brighter, better life, and is generally too small 
merely because means are lacking to make it 
larger. The people would be well advised to 
build a large hut with windows, but our own 
craze :for upright walls is responsible for much 
that we condemn. 

It may be as well here to note how the custom 
of uk:ulobola affects the home life from the very 
beginning. At the present price of cattle the 



eleven head allowed as a legal demand on the 
part of a girl's father, cost, even allowing that 
they were bought young, at the least £ll0. Now, 
the ordinary native young man is mighty fortu­
nate if he can earn £2 a mouth; and out of this 
he has to clothe himself, and to help in buy­
ing fo0l1 for the home people when food is scarce, 
to pay hut-tax, besides meeting the claim that 
by native law the he.ad of the kraal has on any 
cattle ho may buy; and, to crown all, some of 
these may die from the many forms of endemic 
sickness. Keeping all this in mind, we can see 
at a glance that it's "a long row he has to hoe" 
in getting together the price of a wife. 

But suppose he succeeds in getting them; 
on the day of his mnrriage he is absolutely penni­
less, and married life begins with little or 
nothing. If the wife comes from what to a native 
is a comfortable homo, she naturally grumbles. 
He, smarting at the remembrance of what she 
has cost him, probably replies in no conciliatory 
spirit. Strife ensues, and the early days of 
married life are clouded over, and home becomes 
uncomfortable, with the pi·obable result that he 
is led to seek, in the company of other girls, the 
attention he foiled t.o get at home, and ihe whole 
horizon of their newly-wedded life becomes 
black. 

Now, i:f polygamy were forbidden, such 
quarrels would soon be made up. In fact, this 
particular trouble, if lobola -was not allowed, 
would never arise; for if the young couple could 
commence housekeeping with even £20 of ready 
capital after comfortably furnishing their new 



home, such strife, which to-day is ,ery common, 
would cease to be. 

If these two evils disappeared, a greater in­
terest would be taken in the home by both parties, 
and they and theirs would be contented. 

As it is, the man pays more than dubious 
attentions to other girls, neglecting his wife and 
home; and siuce he may take more wives than 
one, the parents and brothers of the girls look 
on without objection, for his cattle are as good 
as any other man's. But if polygamy were not 
allowed, such a man would be at once tackled by 
the rival girls' fathers and brothers, for his 
philandering could mean only mischief; and so 
from e,ery side he would be driven back on his 
own home, until at length, yielding to the rn­
evitablc, he would remain there, and try to make 
that home more clean, healthy, and comfortable . 
.As soon as the Zulus, like any other people, are 
led to do this, the whole problem is solved. The 
rest is simply a matter o:f time and patience. 

Corresponding results would follow on the 
-female side, for the wife would become invested 
with a new moral dignity; instead of being the 
slave she would be the companion of the man, 
and this would secure such a response from her 
that very soon the whole of the home life would 
be lifted on to a higher level, a thing to be proud 
of, to be cared and worked for. Hundreds of 
cases can be shown where this very thing has been 
worked exactly in this way. 

From such homes a better race of people 
would come, until, in a generation or two, much 
of the gross evil that exists to-day would hardly 



be thought possible. It has worked out just 
so in our own history. 0£ course other in-
fluences have lielpe<l. us, au<l other influences 
will operate here too; but we must begin 
here, or all else is vain. :Nor do 1 thrnk that 
the natives themselves would offer one-half of the 
opposition which is sometimes appreheuded. I 
have frequently spoken to young men ou the 
matter, and many of them have welcomecl the 
i<leu. ··As it is," say they, ·'all cattle we take 
home become the property of the hea<lmau, osten­
sibly in trust for our lobola; but iu practice 
the old man takes ::molher wife, and when we 
begin to talk of marrying-, we ore told to wait, as 
there arc no cattle'': the result being tiiat many 
a young follow o:f ~5 or JO is still unmarried. 
A. good deal of opposition might be expected 
from lhe women, who have been taught to regard 
a large kraal as a sig11 of social importance, but 
this feeliug is very rapidly weake11ing; ihe 
obicct lesson of a. n1onogamons life amoug the 
. .:\makolwa has moclif-ie<l very greatly their itlens 
on this poi11L They see that to be the sole 
object of the husbaml"s affections is far better 
for the woman in the 1011g run than the cer­
tainty of being- sooner or later (and geuerally 
sooner if the husbarn1 is wealthy) supplanted by 
a later arrival. Uf course, such altered social 
conditions would not result from the abolition 
0£ these two evils alo11e; other infl.ueuces which 
we have still to notice would be brought to bear 
on the people. Hut the remand of the:;e ol,:'ltacles 
would be as the laying of a fresh foundation upon 
which the superstructure 0£ a better lifo cou1cl 



be built, and v,,ithout which it cloes 11ot appear to 
me to be possible to work effectually. ln new 
circumstances work done for us woulu assume an 
entirely different character; there would be more 
intelligent attention, more iHterest m its proper 
performance, and, in time, more honest industry, 
for work itself would be eorrectly apprecrnted, 
and its wages better spent. Life would have a 
higher objective, and wherever this is the case life 
is livecl to better purpose, whether it be for one·s 
sel:£, or for a. master. 

A more regular labour supply would be 
forthcoming, because the men would learn to 
spend their whole tima in doing something use­
ful; one part of the year for themselYes, the other 
for a master, but both with a fair amount of 
regularity, because it would be impossible for a 
family to live on the foocl produced by the 
labour 0£ one pair of hancls. 

~J.1hese altered circumstances ,vould un­
doubtedly le.ad to a very large number of men 
becoming artisans 0£ some krncl or other, in order 
to earn a higher rate 0£ wage; and in time there 
would be many who could do rough but useful 
work in buil<ling or carpentry, and whose ser­
vices could he obtained at a fair rate; ancl n.11 
this without in the least encroachmg on the 
domain of the skilled European artisan, whose 
better brain and more skilful aptitudes would, 
at least for many generations to come, keep him 
for ahead of these folk. 

And so again I ask the question, would it 
be unjust or impolitic to remove from the path 
of the besotted Zulu these two terrible obstacles 



to his becorniug a decent man? It is not to be 
supposed that all could or should be done in one 
year; even if it took five years, it would be well 
<lone if it was done. Give them notice that in 
so many years' time this new law will come iuto 
force. The fear of "a nativo rising" is lrnseless, 
and originates in iguor:rnce and stupidity, or 
worse. 

---,-- ··- - --



Cll.AP'l'Elt XIV 

"\Vith tlie .abolition of polygamy, and its 
twin sister 1.d.,ulobola, a new condition of family 
and social life would be inaugurated, iu which 
a large proportion of the cases provided for in 
the existing code of native law would become 
obsolete, leaving only, or principally those cases 
of justice between man and man, of which our 
European law takes cognizance. No more, at 
any rate, ueell there be such a strange anomaly 
as a law allowing a man to claim payment as 
consideration for au other man ·s wife. 

This would enable us to dispense with the 
present necessity of having two codes of law for 
the iuhabitants of one country. On account 
of the peculiarities of i.he native mind, and 
their very keen sense of fairness, it is very im­
portant that the justice of the :;\Iag1strates' deci­
sions should be fully recognised by them. 'ro 
secure this it would be well that courts for the 
trial of native cases, that is cases between one 
native and another, should be courts of equity, 
as distinct from courts of law. No law agent 
of any kind should be allowed to practise in these 
courts; there should be no third party between 
the :Magistrate and the parties brmging the 
case; the evidence should be heard in full, and 
the decision should be based on the evidence 
adduced. This would be a much longer proceed-
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mg than the present system, but it would have 
the extremely important result that litigants 
would be satisfi.etl that they had been fairly dealt 
with, which they are not at present; and with 
a fairly intelligent :.\fo.gistrnte the verdict would, 
as a rule, be correct. Such a method of procedure 
would tend greatly to lessen t.he Zulus' ruinous 
practice of rushi11g into Court over every little 
thing that a1111oys them, under the impression 
that if only they can engage the proper mau to 
represent them, they arc sure to win the case, 
whether right or wro11g, and enjoy the satis­
faction of seeing their enemy mulcted iu costs. 
:Fees of court shouhl be on as low a. scale as pos­
sible, arnl any tendency to waste time on tri vrnl 
cases be checked by severe punishment for so 
doing. By this. means the present tendency to 
litigation would be gradually reduced. 

By the existing laws the chiefs arc entitled 
to hold courts with a limited jurisdiction; a very 
good thing in itself, aucl calculatec1 to relieve the 
}fogistrate of much work of minor rn1portancc, 
besille having the allded value of rncrehsing the 
official dignity of the chief. 'l'hat the chiefs 
should be supported in their authority and 
dignity is as important as the maintenance of the 
tribal system, which is a guarantee ag-ainst auy 
coml 1incd disloyal action. The clannish llature 
of the Z:ulu would make it impossible to organise 
any large combined mo,ement uuder one leader, 
for the rn~mbers of each tribe woulcl consider 
their own chief fully entitled to the leadership, 
and disput-es would soon lead to the clivulgrng of 
the plot by the disuppointecl follo,,ers of the 
rejected eh ief. 



All who know the people admit that the 
tribal system prevents any widespread combina­
tion against law and order; and just in propor­
tion as this fact is valued, so must the import­
anee of preserving the oflicial llignity of the 
chiefs be admitted; for if the people lose respect 
for their own chief, they will the more easily 
transfer their allegiance to another chief, and so 
a general consolidation under one head would be 
effected, which is just what we do not want. The 
present practice of allowing each chief to appro­
priate the fines he inflicts in his court tends 
directly to weaken his hold on his people. Ko 
one disputes the fact that to-day the chiefs' sen­
tences are often grossly unjust, t.b.at they are 
very eager to have cases brought before them 
where the defendant is weaHhv, and that the 
people smart under a growing se11se of being un­
fairly treated. Loyalty to the chief, or a liti­
gant's dread of being a marked man, prevents 
appeals against the sentences; but a sense o:f 
injustice rankles deeply, and tends inevitably 
to lessen that loyalty which it is our interest to 
foster. 

These chiefs should be required to have a 
decent building put up by their people, at their 
own expense, for court purposes, and sliould not 
be allowed to hold court under a tree, or any­
where else they choose. 'l'his would add solem­
nity to the proceedings. Let every clue£ be 
provided with a native clerk who could read and 
write, so that a general outline of tlie evidence 
could be written clown, together with the chief's 
finding. Tliese reports should be forwarded 



&a.ro, a.n~ .&c.tro ~fficer6. 139 

perio<lically to some persou appointed to receive 
them. They could then be looked through, and 
any cases of evident unfairness coul<l be brought 
to the chief's notice, the right course explained, 
and a caution given to be more correct in future. 
'l'his would make him more careful aud just in 
his official actions, and the people would reap 
the benefit. 

It would be a considerable improvement on 
the present slate of things if the chiefs were in­
.formed that after a certaiu pcriocl no son of a 
chief would be allowed to suceed to the chief­
tainship unless he could read and write. This 
would send the chiefs' sons to scllool, and the 
school life would havo a certain civilising in­
fluence. .And though in after years a great deal 
of it would be thrown off, it would still leaven 
their notions and check to a certain extent their 
purely heathenish impulses. 'l'he pressure of 
savage public opinion would, no doubt, m the 
majority of cases choke many a good impulse, 
but in many cases enough would be left to lead 
to strong remonstrance on the part of the chief 
against the more degrncling customs of his 
people. So much is this felt to be tfie case by 
the people themeslves, that it is very doubtful if 
auy tribe in X atal would willingly consent to 
the appointment to the tribal authority of a 
chiefs son who hacl been educated. Ilnt if the 
law absolutely required this education there 
would be no escape. Of course, such a law 
would be unpopular; but if it tended to the 
bettering of the people it is just a point on which 
our authority should be pressed. To the in-



herent conservatism of the Zulu any change 
would be unpopular; but clianges have to be 
made, for it is at our peril to allow the worst 
elements in native life to exist si<le by side with 
the increased facilities ancl inducements to abuse 
these tliiugs to their own hurt. 

'.L'he chief should have an annual allowance 
made him, and all fees and fines should be paid 
into the Government 'l'reasm·y. All oirences of 
personal disrespect to the chief should be dealt 
wjt.h only by the ifagistrates, and when proved 
shoulcl be punished severely. This would lead to 
an increased respect and loyalty towards the 
chief, and to a proportionate diminution 0£ all 
danger from the natives as a class. 

As au inducement to improved and c1vilisecl 
living, all native policemen sliou1d be required to 
be able to read and write, and married men should 
be preferred. They should be rcqmrecl to find 
security for their honesty during their term of 
sen·ice to the amount 0£ £20, and the term of 
service should be three years at least. This 
would diminish the abuse 0£ authority so pre­
valent at present in matters 0£ money and morals, 
and at the same time secure more correctness in 
1ssu1ng summonses, or exam1n111g passes. It is 
extremely unjust that a man should be stopped 
on a journey, and compelled to go out 0£ his way 
to the court, or elsewhere, when he has on his 
person documentary proof of his bona fides, 
which the native policeman is too illiterate to 
read; and then, without apology, told he may go. 

Good character and intelligence should be 
as soon as possible rewarded by promotion, with 



increased pay. By this means a splendi<l force 
of reliable men could be olitained, whilst the pos­
sibility 0£ promotion on the one hand, and the 
dread 0£ losing the better wages 011 the other, 
would tend to make the men careful and sruart 
in the performance of their duties, and at the 
same time "·otild popularise the service with the 
better class of natives, who arc singularly well 
fitted for this sort of work, if only they are pro­
perly trained. As in most cases 1t would be 
possible to arrange for t.Le men to have their 
homes near br, the terins of sen·ice woulcl pro­
bably be extended be,roud the three years. 

\Ve hnse at pre~ent a host of poorly 
paid men, quite beyond the workiug require­
ments of the place, half 0£ whose time is spent in 
making snuff spoons, frightening the girls with 
their persistent solicitations, or levying blnck­
mail on their ignorant couutrymen, who, unless 
they are willing to pay for it, find themselves 
obstructed at every point. in their wish to get 
their business at the court finished. Instead 
of these, we should have £ewer, but better paid 
men, whose every in1erest would lie in making 
themselves useful bol:h to the court officials and 
the general public. 

·we have already to hand in the Arnakolwa 
the nucleus 0£ a splendid body of men for this 
very purpose, men whose every predilection is 
on the side of law and order, whose higher in­
tolligence would make t.hem more effective than 
the present police, who are ambitious to be 
a11owec1 the opportunity of proving themselves 
super10r to the ordinary lieathe11, and to have 



opened to them a career above the level of the 
kitchen-boy or fielcl-llanci; and, more than this, 
men who prove<l themselves in the late war pos­
sessed of courage, intelligence, and loyalty ·to a 
marked extent, winning for themselves the com­
mendation of the highest military officials for 
good work well done. 

It is a great point in their favour that of the 
large body of native scouts employed for a con­
siderable time, and at great risk to themseh-es, 
something like ninety-five per cent. were 
Amakolwa; aud I have yet to learn that as a 
class they did not prove themselves supenor to 
the purely heathen people. I£ actions speak 
louder than words, these people have made for 
themselves a record of which they need never be 
ashamed, and established a claim to be regarded 
as at least a distiuctly superior class, and to be 
treated accordingly. 

If such men ,vere found occup~·mg the posts 
of honour and duty in the purlieus of the Magis­
trates' Conrt.s, the Courts would be surrounded by an 
air of civilisation and decency, as against the 
disfinctly heathen atmosphere at present obtain­
ing there. 

It would be an experiment well worth try­
ing if a couple of thousand acres were laid off in 
some suitable locality-a site on the Umlambonja 
or "Mnweni Rivers (the Upper Tugola District 
would be a very suitable place, as being well 
watered), and a village of some 150 lots properly 
laid off, with suitable plots for cultivation under 
irrigation, and a general commouage properly 
fenced round; and a number of the more intel-



ligent of these .Amakolwa put on 1t under a 
modified Glen Grey system. I believe t.hey 
wonld satisfactorily respond to the civilising 
call made upon them, and ·become the nucleus of 
a system that might be extetaled with advantage 
to the Colony at large, converting what 1s now 
almost prehistoric barbarism into a very .Eden, 
and at the same time offonng a splendid object 
lesson to the smTotmding 1rntivcs. 'l'he right to 
the land might be giwn either at first hand in 
freehold, or bo made obtainable by payment of: 
annual instalments. 

\\"liat tlte:-;e men dill for the Colony as 
scouts fairly entitles them to some recognition, 
aud i·f freehold plot:, in such a township were 
given, eaeh one carrying the right to cultivation 
plots and comruonage for p8st.uring purposes, it 
would emphasise to them our appreciation of 
loyalty. Such a' scheme would be so success­
ful that bP.forc long it would be deemed wise to 
lay off similar blocks elsewhere, and soon the 
heathen people wonlcl be prepared to take up one 
or more such village blocks, to their own distinct. 
benefit. \Vith a few such native villages, scat­
tered through the location districts of the 
Colony, each becoming a centre of improved life 
and work, from which would radiate into the 
immediate surroundings social mfl.uences of 
intense value, the whole native kraal life would 
be gradually but definitely affected £or the better; 
and as these centres expanded, or were multi­
plied, so the whole tone of heathen life would 
everywhere be lightened, instructed, and ro­
volu tionised. 



CHAPTER XV 

\Vith native life thus moving swiftly on the 
up line of civilisation, the missiou:uy's lot would 
Le much more extended, and more geuerally 
effective; for cleanliness at least would be 
secured, and the higher lessons of that morality 
which it is his work to teach would be much 
more truly appreciated, and the excellence 0£ the 
upright life more valued. 

But even before such a general illlproYe­
ment has been effected, much might be done foz 
the country, for two certain facts stare us m the 
foce. The first is, that the very best specimens 
of native life and character that can be found uwo 
their superiority directly to missionary influence 
an<l teaching; the other is, that improved morals 
an<l life, such as every genuine missionary teaches. 
a-re distinctl:y to the benefit of the commumty at 
large. 

Surely no argument is needed to prove that 
the better the character of a people, the more 
general their habits of truthfulness, sobriety, in­
dustry, moral purity, and general mteU1gence, 
the better it is for the whole country, black and 
white. What an amount of money is spent an­
nually in the detection and repression 0£ crime 
that ought to have been more usefully em­
ployecl ! "'\Vhat an amount is lost to the country 
by the lazy, dissolute, lives of an enormous sec-



tiou 0£ the cornlllunity, who ought to have been 
earning an houest living! 

A.. great deal might lie e:lfoded 1f practical 
:.lssistancc were giveu to the rnissionanes, with­
oul iutcrforiug in auy way with tl.te leg1t1mate 
1·ight or freedom of the people. ,\' hat, for in­
stance. js there to 1n·cve11t the half of every 
mission reserve Lei11g laill off specially for the use 
of tlie better class: '.L'he use of such a reserved 
portion should be restrictcll to those who are 
to sever nll tribal corn1edions, so that uo chief 
should have j urisllictiou over them; aud it 
should be take11 for granted that every 11ative 
wishing to live ou such la n<l undertakes to 
abandon h'ealheuism for civilisation. 

Let there be regu latio11s, approved by Uov­
ermnent, and give the missionary power to enforce 
them. Let dishonesty, immorality, or laziness 
entail forfeiture of all vested interests, and be 
followed Ly sum'luary ejection. 1.1.te pe':lple 
would soon see that li,i11g ou such reserv<'s was 
a certificate of better eharader. \Ye shonlcl e11-
courage thrift, industry, intelligence, on the 
part of the people, and so establish a liroacl line 
of demarcation between the native life we do not 
like or want, and the native life we desire to see; 
until ultimately we should be able to give a modi­
fied form of frnnehisc to those natives who had 
proved themselves worthy of it. This pnvilege 
is 1h0 righl oE ev0ry man whn honrstly tries to do 
his duty to the commonwealth; and no en­
lightened nation could or would long withho1d 
it if only the proper conditions were fulfilled. 
-w 0 shou lr1 clo better surely to educate this people 

J 



to a fitness for the use of the franchise, auJ then 
freely give it to Li.I.em in a necessarily modified 
form at first, than lea,ve them to seek by political 
intrigue to secure it ,,-hilc as yet quite unfitted 
for its exercise. 

:X or should it be forgotten that in every case 
in which we have secured the appreciation and 
eo-opcration of a native to this Letter lite, g1vi11g 
him proprietary rights in land and home, we 
have an additional nostage to loyalty, under any 
strain, nncl another helper in the work of general 
improvement. For whilst in the ease of the 
heathen savage our strongest safeguard is the 
tribal system, binding- each unit of the trilie to his 
chief, in constaut rivalry with every other tribe, 
in the case of the civilised native our strongest 
safeguard is his vested interest in the country, the 
possession of land and home. 

And shou1<1 the day ever come-as come it 
mn.y-wheu we have to hold our own ag:~inst a11 

enem:v, b1aek or white, or both, it will then be seen 
that if ,ve need to make a call upon these c1vilii,,erl 
natives they will respond to the call wit.Ji a 
loyalty and bravery true to the death; and what 
more ean we wish from anyone? I, for one, am 
persuaded that no fairly earned political or social 
privilege ·sill ever be given to this people that 
will not. be paid back by them with ln.yal ser­
Yice and hearty response. Make the conditions 
severe as you like, so long as they are just; when 
they ,ue fulfilled give the proruised reward. But 
the reward should be personal, to those inclivi­
dunls and thoee only who lrn.ve come up to the 
mark laid down, and it should be forfeited if '.;he 



conditions ,ire uot rnaiutniued. \\ ho 1s there 
that knows this people well who does not know 
that there arc scores of them incomparably better 
qualified to vote lrn political subjects than many 
J.!.:uropeans to whom the right is conceded:' 

It may be asked. if it i8 proposed to give 
them the franchise, "hat course is to be taken 
about other thiugs which at present are denie,~; 
for instance, the right to he out after 9 p.rn. in 
town, to posses;5 firearms, to obhtin liquor, and so 
forth. \Yell, by all means giYe them these 
privileges, hut make a second conviction of th<) 
abuse of any of them entail the loss of everything. 
If these same things were allowed to men of 
our own colour only just so loug as they con­
tin uecl to use them r1right, how many would have 
ic, be deprived of them in a fortnight,' and with 
what advantage both to themselves and the 
country! To give such liberties to the native 
people as a whole would he a terrible mistake, hut 
freely and fully to give them to men of proved 
character and signal ability would be not only 
just, but in the highest degree politic; and I am 
convinced the~· wouhl very selrlom be abused. 

N" o wiser law finds a place in our statute book 
than the one that prohibits the sale of liquor to 
natives. Any other course would mean rum to 
the native and mischief to us. But already moral 
suasion in the case of hundreds, if not thousands, 
of the Amakolwa has sPcured total abstinence 
even from tlieir owu utshwala ; and i£ to thia 
moral suasion were a,lded the further incentive11 
of political au,] &ocial liberty, safeguarded by the 
certainty of losing all on a sccou<l conviction fo:r 



druukcnlless, the permission might safely be g-1vcn 
to the clas~ I have describecl, wiUi the certainty 
that not an extra half-dozen bottles of liquo1 
would be sold in a year. "\Vith such men the 
complaint against the prohibition in these til ings 
arises not from the wish to have them, so much a3 

from the want of confidence or appreciation of 
improved life which the prohibition mdicates. 

Encourage the missionary Ill his work, 
Someone has said that to leave the population. 
ignorant is to manufacture criminals, and to givi, 
them. knowledge without religion is to manufac­
ture devils. History seems to have recorded a 
verdict in favour of such a statement. \V c <lo 
not wish to prove it conect iu this land.Neutrality 
in matters of religion, in the freedom it allows to 
each inclivitlu~il to serve God accordrng to lus con­
scieucc, is politically right; but indifference in 
religious matters 1s morally wrong, whether 
practised hy an individual or by a nation; :fo1 
there umlerlies all religioll~ t11e DivinP. right of 
sovereignty, a Supreme will that works for 
righteousness, an<l it is always true that 
"Righteousness exalteth a Hation." '.fhat poliey, 
therefore, which, whilst allowing freedom of con­
science to all, renders liberal assistance to those 
who are working for the nation ·s weal by rncul­
cating a righteous life is the true one; and all 
missionaries worthy of the name, irrespective of 
creed, certainly try their best to secure ·honesty, 
truthfulness, and purity on the part of the people 
among whom they live . 

.. \-Vork that has for its ·object to make the 
Zulus more frugal, industrious, and honest, is 



work worthy of public assistance, and because ns 
yet all the useful education which the uatives 
have got has been given them by rniss1011ary 
workers, it will be well if in the future a much 
more iiberal policy obtains. Public money spent 
in definite eHorts to improve the character of the 
population is always money well spent, whether 
the population be white, or black, or brown. 

Hut ap,trL from mu11ctary ass1staucc much 
nclp might be re11dcred, especially uy those per~ 
so11s who occ:upy positions of authority m the 
land, to whom the native looks up for better 
example, alld whose advice he is al"·ays preparell 
to ,al ne. For instance, if the ~lagistratcs we,·c 
to say to the Haiivcs coming to tbe11· courts un 
business, especia I ly the more important men, "Do 
you scud your chil<lreu to school? You ought 
to; the Government are helping these schools in 
order that your children may have the beueJite 
of the education that has been so useful to us. 
You should make sacrifices that your ehilcire11 
ma_r have what you had not the opportunity to 
obtai11. Do you go to Church on Sunday? Tho 
Great God whom vou will hear of there h:1:, 
claims upou all of us. You ought to go aud 
learn about him." If remarks like this were 
heard to -fall from the lips of the :ilngistrates nncl 
others iu high places, there would be no need to 
ask for a corupulsory educntion law. :Ko more 
lame11ts woul<l eome from the miss10naries that 
their services on Sunday were so bad!~· attended. 

Is there anything unreasonable rn this wish? 
Is not such talking along t.fi.e line of loyalty to 
the Government, which in "\"arious ways has shown 
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a desire that they should be taught: Is there 
anything derogatory in the highest of the land 
inculcat.iug to the lowest the duty of serving God, 
the King of Kiugs? Surely not. 

It will be readily udmitteJ by all right-think­
ing persons that conquest, "-hilst it carri'es 
rights, also imposes obligations; and when these 
obligations affect the welfare of such u large por­
tion of the population, they become very sole;nn 
nor may they be shirked with impumty. 'l'his is 
uot "Exeter Hall talk''; it is simple humanity 
and common seuse. The time has gone wI1en a 
white man couh1 walk into a native man's kraal an<l 
demand whatc,er he wanted, on his own terms, 
and if he refused would take a stick and drive 
the whole kraal away, and annex what he wished. 
It is no use to look back on such times with a 
sigh, and to wish they could return_. They never 
will. "\Visrlom will teach us to recognise that we 
have ourselves giv~n the people sornc lessons iu 
proprietary rights; nnd they will not fail to in­
terpret them properly. Because, therefore, we 
cannot treat them as dogs, it will be better to 
make men of them, and treat them as men. "\Ve 
cannot unrlertake the clelibera te ruin of a whole 
race without having to pay the certain penalty, if 
not in ourselves, in the persons of our children. 

Nor clo I thiuk that such a policy of ruina­
tion is deliberately contemplated. "\Ve do not 
want to enslave the native; such an idea may be 
exploited for political purposes elsewhere, but it 
:is a scandalous libel on the average colonist, who­
ever may advance it. No, the danger for tl1ese 
natives is not here; it lies rn another plane 
altogether. 



The clanger is in the tenclency to regard 
them as "necessary evils." ·we want cheap 
labour; not to make the various enterprises in 
which we employ them fairly remunerative, not 
simply to make them pay, but to make them pay 
one hunclreJ per cent., and more if possible. "\Vo 
are apt to look upon natives simply as something 
that we can employ for our profit, losing sight 
altogether of the fact that they are part of th(l 
great human family, witL feelings, hopes, sor, 
rows, ancl ambitions like ourselves. "\Ve want 
to make what we can out of them, and beyond 
that ignore them altogether, so that we never 
take a thought of their benefit, their satisfaction. 
or profit. Surely all this is a miserable wrong to 
both ourselves and them. If they are so very 
lmY, by that very fact they ought to touch more 
acutely our sense of justice in their need for help. 
H they are so very bad, by that very fact it is 
our <luty to make them better. If the work of 
dealing with them personal1y be <l1stasteful, the 
readier should we be to belp in every way the 
men who are prepared to devote themselves to a 
work which is demonstrably good and necessary. 

--------=----



CHAPTER XYl 

(Pra.ctica.f (!;~uca.tion. 

So far as education is concenied I see no 
reason for attempting- to teach Natal natives 
more than is already provided for them. 

'J'o the iterated arg·nment that something· more 
from the large amount paid annually by the 
natives on hut-tax ought to be appropriated for 
higher education, J. reply, No; for already i11 e\·cry 
case in which a uative sends his child to school 
the 14s. received as hut-tax for the l111t (H' house 
in -which the child lives is returned as school 
grant; ancl if tlie native scuds two children to 
school, for the Hs. tax that he pays he gets back 
in educatio11al value :JOs. 'l'he clirect graut-in­
nicl to native schools is at the rate of 15s. per 
annum per child, and iu Hie case of boarding 
schools from £1 to £1 10s. per annum, to say 
nothing of the cost of inspection, ancl the like. 
The .few who are ambitious to havo letters after 
their names (and iu some C'ases si1ch an ideal 0£ 

"higher'' education is cherished) should be left to 
go where there are people foolish enough to 
supply the demand. 

As a matter of fact I hardly think there are 
ten native men in the country who have appro­
priated all that lies within the four corners of 
"Standard VI." There is little advantn~c £or 
the natives in the memorising of printed matter, 
or in the passi11g of examinations with then· pre-
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tenlious certificates. \\"hat they ueed is to learn 
the practical applil·ation to life of the thing-:, 
taug-ltl them. lt is nol more advanced, but 
mo1-:-e thorough teaehiug that is needed. Of 
onli11ary school education there is ample pro­
vided; what further educ:auon is offered shouhl 
be o.f a pri-.ctical and iudustrial character. 

Since all true reform must begm with an 
improved home life, better lJUildings, l,etier furni­
ture, helter foocl, better surrounclings, ever;· 
facility should be giYcn to native young men­
the young won1e11 are wc.•ll prO\·itled for at thb 
Loar<liug schools_ for acquiring a knowledge of 
all that is ustwlly c:omprisetl locally Ill the term 
'•iuclustrinl work,·· such as brick-making, stone­
dressing, brick and stone uuilLling, carpentry, 
shoe ~u1d harness making, fcnc-ing, blaeksm1thi11g, 
:.mcl waggon work. The first object should be to 
~ive to a grPnt nrn11y ihP ability to tlo a rough 
hut strong piece of work; so that, when such 
knowleclge has bPcome general. they may have 
their houses built and furnishe,J 011 a L,ctter seal!.', 
roughly hnt cheaply, g1Y111g t>mploymeni to 
those "·ho can 1lo such things, and enabling tlwm 
fo enrn a. wage that will make <lecent linng a 
possibility. 

X or need there LP any fenr on the> part 
of the European artisan that suc-h training will 
result in competition between hlncks ancl whites, 
for any European artisan who is worth his salt 
will be absolutely unaffeetf:'d by it. It will be 
,vork of an entirely tli ITercnt aml lower grade> than 
that in which he is <:'ngaged. ~Iorcovcr, this is 
just the kind of work that would irnmecliately 
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benefit every :farmer in the country, and make 
Farmers' Conferences leap for joy. Only 
imagine what it would mean if for an outlay of 
£G per month every former could employ a man 
who could build his sheds, mend his ploughs, 
earls, and waggou, put up his fences, and do the 
humlrecl all(l one things that always need doing 
011 a form, but which now have to go undone, 
occause 10s. or 15s. a day, the white man's wage, 
1s too much to pay. 

All this could be doue without touching the 
work of the European mechanic. All the bett.er 
ttud more highly pai,t labour would st.ill be m his 
hands, uuless, perhaps, he might see it to Le to 
11is aclvuntage to employ the native to do some of 
the rougher and harder part of the work. It is 
noteworthy that in the saddlcry trade, for in­
titance, quite a number of Hative apprentices are 
employed, and no objection is raised by the 
European workmen to work in th~ same shop. 
The 11ative is apprenticed to the stitching pnrt 
of the trade only, the drudgery part; but he docs 
it well, ancl gets paid well for it, and the Euro­
pean benefits. Could not something of the kind 
be done in other trades to everyone's satisfac­
tion? It is senseless to cry that to make these 
nat.ives useful is to take the bread out o:f our 
children's mouths. TI1e bulk of what they could 
procluce would be absorbed by their own people, 
tllld the rest would be entirely to our own proht. 

Better methods of cultivation, including the 
use and making of artificial manures, rotation 
af crops, irrigation, and so forth, should form an 
important part of the industrial training given; 
f()r which purpose very suitable blocks of land 
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exist just below the junction of the Buffalo a::id 
'l'ugela rivers, on the south side of 'l'ugela, and 
on the north side a little lower down, where 
large areas could be put uuder cultivation at but 
comparatively small cost. 

.An object lesson wou lei be thereby 1n·0Yided, 
the imitation of which could be urged upon tho 
chiefs of the neighbouring tribes, with possibly 
beneficial results. Economically arranged, such 
farms would be practically self-supporting. 
'l'here are many other places at present lying 
usele::;s "-here such schools could be started, and 
no doubt many experienced colomsts would be 
prepared for a fair salary to undertake the super­
v1s1on. 

If the result oE such instruction was to in­
duce the natives to culti-ate small areas well, 
instead of superficially scratching larger areas as 
.at present, it would he a f.aving to the indfridunl 
grower, and would, at the same time, lessen over­
crowding, by making a given area produce so 
much more. 

In connection with these farms minor in­
dustries might be worked; for instance, cultiva­
tion of the osier ·willow, which will thrive well in 
this country, with the making of baskets and the 
like. ,York of this character, both neat and 
strong, is done b)· 11:.1tive children in some of the 
Trappist schools. ,rhy should natives not be 
taught to grow the ground nut, and the castor 
oil plant, aucl extract their oils? These tliings 
do not appear to yield sufficient profit for Euro­
pean c;ultivatiou; hut they are enough to pay the 
native, and a useful industry would be en­
couraged. 



The native girls arc already receivmg iu 
boarding sdwols a very thorough and useful in­
<lustrial ellucation. Sewing and fancy needle­
work, crochet, k11itti11g, an<l, m the 1'rappist 
schools, crewel work, sandal making, ·and even 
bee making are tnug-ht; with washing-, ironing, 
general housework and cookcry--everythrng, :in 
fact, that an intelligent native girl need know in 
order to make her own home later on neat and 
comfortable. 

There is, however, a branch of instruction 
that, so far as I know, has never been attempted 
and for Wlll"h there is n very great need; for, 
without doubt, there is-a very large number of cleatlis 
of native women a,nd children in childbirth every 
year. 'll1e:ir knowledge of obstetrics is exceed• 
ingly limited, an<l their methods of procedure 
both cruel and dangerous. 

If au institution were opened for teaching 
the practice of midwifery, general nursing, cook­
ing of suitable foods for the sick, and the like, 
where a fair number of the older girls who do not 
appear likely to marry cou l<l be taught, it would 
he of immense benefit to the people in general, 
for whilst the women are physically very strong, 
unless everything at such times goes right, their 
absolute ignora11ce of proper treatment compels 
them to leave nature to work out its own course, 
when often for want of a little simple kuowleclgc 
the patient drifts away out of life. 'I1his work 
wou1d provide a comfortable living for a class of 
women with whom the problem of how to pro­
vide themselves with life's necessaries is becom-
. . 
mg a very serious one. 
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From such an institution we should be able 
to draw a supply of nurses for the native wards 
of our hospitals, and relieve ourseln=is of what is 
a very unpleasant thing to contemplate, namely, 
the attendance of European female nurses on 
native patients. 



CI-IAPTER XVII 

Some readers will probably object that this 
development of native life aud character will 
necessital:e a higher rate of pay for the native's 
work; though it is l1ifficult to make mucll out ot 
him even at the present rate. 

Let us look at this apparently oerious objec­
tion. .A.fter all, is it au unalloyed bJessing to 
have so much of this cheap labour?' ln .Australia 
and X ew Zealand nothing of the kind appears 
to exist; every family has to do its own work, or 
to employ high-pl'iced lal,our. Everyone wom:s, 
and ar; everybody works, no stigma a.ttac.hes to 
the fact. The true nobility of labour is recog­
nised by everybody labouring. 

In this country young native men or women 
can be got to work for u day of ten hours for 
sixpence or a shilling; consequently everyone 
employs them, and ,,·ark is regarded generally 
as Leiug Kafir-ish; a thing to be ashamed of, and, 
if possible, to be avoided. 

~\.11 around there are evidences of this; the 
European lad of sixteen dreams of a future in 
which he shall have no work to do, and this idea 
very murh influences him iu the choice of a call­
ing. Anything that involves manual labour is 
carefully left to the last; .he will start a Ka:6.r 
store, and carefully avoid putting up out-build­
ings or fittings of any sort that would improve his 
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surroun<lings. "He's not a nigger, you kno,v." 
He will join a Police Force, or be a ticket co!lector 
on the railway; or, better still, get into the Civil 
Service if he can. A.uy mortal thing for him under 
the suu but hard work; an<l lhis is not because he 
is a lazy man, but simply because to work Is "low 
grade." 'l'o work in a clean suit of clothes is 
just bearable, but to do hard, dirty work-it takes 
the heart out of him. 

~ ow, however much we may deplore the fact 
that this cheap native labour has produced such 
an effect, we cannot Jispute the fact that it con­
stitutes a very serious drawback to the dC\·elop­
ment of the country. If, therefore. the slow 
improvement or the Zulus should have, as it 
will, the effect of increasing the pr1~e of native 
labour, I see no reason to regret the fact. It is 
much worse that our young people should be 
looking- at work with this great horrol'. 

Nor is it of auy use to moralise afiout it. 
1[any a vehement preacher of "dignity of labour" 
woulJ shrink from allowing his wife or daughter 
to -fetch a pail of water across the yard, however 
physically strong they might. be; nor would he 
himself wheel a barrow-load of ::mything up the 
street for any ordinary amolint of pay; and it is 
just this false shame whieh prevents ma11~· a 
promising young fellow from making for hnnself 
a comfortable living. 

On how mam· farms in the c·ountn: to-da,· 
is this same reluctance to work manifest'. "'fI;e 
Kafirs won't work," or at any rate only a few; 
ancl fences remain broken down ; roofs are leaky; 
proper shelter for stock is wanting; fruit and 



vegetables arc begged from a neighbour. Yet 
any one 0£ these things might have been nghtect 
liy the owner, who does very little but walk about 
from morn till night, swearing at the "cl-­
lm:y niggers who "·on't work." 

..:\. somewhat curious conditiou of things 
strike::. one ·s notice in this counect.1011. The 
chC'apness of the labour has caused the native to 
be employed in all the drudgery of the country, 
down to the most minute detail so exclusively 
that a chiJ,l of eight or nine will ask her 
mother to "tell the Kaf-ir girl to bring my hat," 
or toys, instead of gettiug them for herself a 
yard a\\·ay. The boy will call Tom to brrng his 
boots, to put them on, to lace them up, and so on. 
So we have come to look upoH work of any sort as 
beneath us, a1Hl then. by a curious mental twist, 
we have come to regard the native as ot "low 
grade," because he does it. He is disreputable 
because he is a worker, an1l yet we read homilies 
to our young people on the " dignity of labour," 
in face of acquiescence in such frtets as these. 

To every argument of improving the status of 
the native, the .stereotyped reply is " Education­
political rights-improved status in socirLl life? 
Teach a Kafi r ? Yes, I' cl teach him; teach him to 
clean a horse. Giva him a, socirLl stutus? Yes, 
I'd give him one with a sjambok; I'd status him 
with a stick." .And so forth. 

Xow, ,d1y all t.hi.-;? ,Vhy should it be such 
an outrageous thing to propose to civilise and 
Christianise this peopl 1~? ,\-e spend money 
gladly on the improvement of breed in our cattle, 
01· in the quality of the land we cu1tivate, just to 
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get the best we can secure. But if you talk about 
improving the native, people think you are either 
a fool or a Christian, for with many the terms 
appear to be reganfod as synonymous. \Ve are 
being "hoist with our own petard." \Ve have 
made these natives do our work until now we dare 
not do it ourselves, and our children will not. In 
very desperation we refuse to entertain the idea 
of attempting to raise them lest we should hrr,e 
to do it. 

It has been further objected thnt hy their 
very nature these Africans arc a1Jsolutely incap­
able of the "sustained effort" which lies at the 
foundation of a possible civilisation, as evidenced 
by the fact that the negro slaves of 1.\.merica have 
not manifested it alt,liough when slaves they were 
daily exercised in the magic art of working; and 
the :further fact that although civilisation has 
tonchecl these Africans for centuries, in different 
plnces, ancl nncler varying circumstances, it has 
never taken root amongst them and any improve­
ment made under civilised control, has, when that 
control was removed, disappeared like the baseless 
fabric of a dream ; proving-says the objector, 
the uselessness of attempting to make them a 
civilised people-as they are without the natural 
capabilities requisite for this indepcmdentsustained 
effort . 

.A.t first sight the argument appears conclusive, 
for the facts are as stated, but true as are the 
facts they do not warrant the inference made, for 
here as elsewhere " circumstances alter cases." 

Let us look at the inference thus made. It 
is said they are incapable. In what respects are 
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they so? Surely nut physically, for a more­
splendid physique than the Zulu's it would be 
difli.cult to find. Is it a mental incapacity, then 
by so much as it is true is the plea, for educa­
tion strengthened. Something wanting in their 
braju power? They do not evidence this in their 
general powers of reasoning or in their everyday 
action. vVhat is wrong? Why have all the ex­
periments so constantlJr failed to evoke this "sus­
tained effort ?" Passi bly the exph1.nation of the 
cause of failure may be an indication of what is. 
the key to the problem before us. 

So far as the case of the American negroes 
is concerned the explanation is not far to seek. 
It should not be a matter of wonder that a people 
who all their lifetime had been compelled to a 
drudgery of work, with no choice either of master, 
or of employment, with no monetary advantage 
accruing thcrefrom, driven every dccty of the year 
from <lawn to dark, at the mercy of the slave 
driver who accompanied his orJers with the 
cruelty of the lash, from which there was no way 
of escape but death, denied proprietory rights 
even on their own flesh and blood, until the word 
uo1·k wa!3 burnt as with a hot iron into their very 
souls, a synonym for the greatest curse that existed 
on earth, surely it is no wonder that such a people 
freed from such abject and cruel slavery with a 
suddenness that was kindly but very unwise,should 
throw down the tools that hacl been the emblem 
of a horrible servitude and resolve that as far as 
possible they would never touch them again. 
We can't, we don't wonder at it, though we 
wonder that there are some persons who in the 
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face of such facts have no solution for the pwblcm 
of how to improYe the ½ulu tl1an the arbitrary 
-one of teach them to work, ignoring the patent­
fact that all sustained effort not only the know­
ledge of how to tlo the work but also an incentive, 
a imtisfaetory reason why the work t:honld lie done 
at all. To give a man the knowledge of some 
ham1icraft by which he may earn a decent li,,ing 
is one thing, but with it, if he is to be a, working 
ninn yon mn~t giTo l1im a de.sire for the decent 
living for which he will have to work. 

The same line of explanation accounts for 
the other failures referred to. The fact is that 
wherever ci,·ilisation has touchcc1 the .-\fl'ican, it 
has always hcen a touch of compulsion, they 
have alway:;; been exploited for the special benefit 
of the civilized power ~u1cl no attempt seems to 
have ever heen made to help them to help them­
seh-es. 

It seems e,·idcnt tl1at a people to whom from 
time immemorinl work, as they have known it, 
has been regarded as only fit for women; and 
work as we have 0xplaino<l it to them, has been 
both irksome all(l degrading will need as an in­
ducement to sustaino<l effort, something very much 
more than mere wages, however high tl10se wages 
may be, for e\·idc11tly tl1e higher the wago the 
sooner they can leave oft: ,,·orking. 

Evidently wlmt is wantec.l is to give the native 
an icle_al of life that is so much higher t11an his 
present ideal, that the new lifo will be full of 
needs that grow as he grows, that alway~ leave 
something to be clesired, a something that will 
keep him working to secure a style of life ever on 



the up grade, a life the worst parts of which are 
being constantly repressed and curtailed, and the 
better parts of which nre being constantly en­
couraged and rewarded, a better life that is possible 
only as the man becomes ,1, hetter man. 

Give this and very rapidly and very gladly 
the Zulu will prove both capable ::md willing to 
make the "snstaiued effort" tliat marks the 
civilised man; and not a few have already clone 
so. 
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CIIAPTER XVIII 

Cone fusion. 

These ideas are not the 1esult of a severe 
attack of Exeter Hall fever, nor are they the 
ravings of a sentimental negroph1hst passing 
r:11jiclly through the country, and getting hi$ 
ideas se~ond-hand. They are the outeomc of 
the observation and thought of one who has lived 
among this people for the last fifty-four years, 
and whose occupation both as overseer of nafr,es 
on estates and as Inspector of native schools has 
giveu him opportunities that are fairly extensive. 

The sober fact is that we have to cleal wit.h 
::t million or more of people who are with us to 
stay; of spleuditl physique, wonderful powers of 
observatiou, and a keen sense of justice. They 
are not animals t-o be ''broken in," a1ul ordered 
about as we like; they cannot be deported to some 
other country "·hen their presence is no longer 
required. "\Ve must, perforce, dC1 something 
with them, aud the method of dealing with them 
herein propounded, even if it be a method 
ln·istling with difficulties, and at present ap­
proved by but a small minority, is wortliy of con­
sideration, if only because it proposes a work of 
construction instead of destruction ; and where 
human life and character are involved we have 
no choice. 

No one will dispute the fact that our handling 
0£ these natives £or the last fifty years has not 



proved a success. Fifty years ago every native 
behaved rcspectfuliy to a white lllau; locks on 
doors and windows, even in solitary country 
places, were not needed, aud, iu fact, did not exist; 
and yet property was safe, and labour, 1f not 
skilletl, was fairly trustworthy. How diflerent 
to-day! 

During the early part of t.hat time we had 
them con1pletely in oi.tr hands, amenable to law 
and reasou. \\- e could have moulded them as 
we liked ; but we preferred to let them drift 
without any deliuite objective for them even in 
our minds. \Ve had their laLour, and the rest 
was a matter of absolute indifference. To-day 
there are influences at work that make the pro­
blem a much more difficult one. 

·\Ve Jind that we c:rn not make a breetling 
warren of the locations, .to draw thence our labour 
supply wheu and on what terms we wish. It 
is impossible now to turn back the tide of 
native public opinion; we have a people on the 
move, the better class in an upward direction, 
:feeling out, blindly it may be, for foothold on 
which to rise to something better. 8ha11 we try 
to beat them back? ~u rely that were <111 un­
wise thing to do. 'I'he folk 0£ the other class 
are reverting to brutishness, constituting a 
very nursery 0£ crimina·ls, many 0£ them definitely 
on the down grade. It only needs a few more 
years of "letting alone" £or them to develop 
into a menace to every white family in the 
country; submissive, but resent:ful; sullen, but 
iSuspicious, learning rapidly to take all the 
kicks and cuffs we choose to give them, in silence, 
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but' already beginning to wonder if it is worth 
their while caring how they live. Despisiug the 
so-calle<l punishments we iufliet for violations 
of law, they will before long, at least many of 
them, gravitate to the le'\'el of the outlaw, trust­
ing to the intricacies of hill an<l forest to escape • 
capture. 

\Vhen that day comes, a clay to be dreaded a 
thousand times more than .. 111y native rising, we 
shall bitterlv re(J'ret the ue(J'lcct of 01)1)ortuuitv .., t, b ... 

and effort that might have made a tine race into 
a useful, intelligent, and industrious folk. 
,vanting nothiug from them but work, we shall 
fin<l they give us plenty of it-the work of catch• 
ing the criminal. 

Even to-day they begin to value a contract 
lightly, made in apparent good faith, which in 
early years would have been regarded as sacred. 
They begiu to be absolutely indifferent to 
employers' loss resulting from then· capricious 
resolution to leave off work. They take little 
interest in the improvemeut even of their own life 
surroundings. "\Vhy is this? llecause they 
are being constantly taught how little we care 
£or them except in so far as -we can make some­
thing out of them. 

Let us a<lopt a policy that shall be definitely 
"a terror to evildoers and a praise to them that do 
well," a. policy that in the course of time will 
result iu au increase of decency, intelligence, and 
industry. 

"\Ve seem to be standing just where the forco 
of circumstances compels us to make choice of 
one 0£ two courses. "\Ve cannot in any conscience 



deliberately propose ex.termination, the ana­
thema of many o. European notwithstanding. 

If the only result of this book seeing the 
light be that some few will be led to try impar­
tially to weigh the merits and demerits of the 
course herein arlvocated, I shall have gained my 
purpose, assured as I am that the errors of the 
past have been caused more through want of 
thought, or a knowledge of facts, than by fault 
of -intention • ancl jf only a, little rnmething can be 
done in this direction good ~vill come. 

The object proposed may appear at first 
sight unpleasantly humane, not at afl fitting in 
with all our prejudices; hut if it should be seen 
on examination to be the right thing, our course 
is plain. Our resp011sibility to fii1cl a solution 
to this great problem we cannot possibly evade. 
It is a part of the conditions on which we occupy 
the country. \Ve owe it to the people, to our 
own Christian no.tionulity, to the God whom 
we profess to serve. 

'l'o do what I have suggested may see,m to 
many to be giving to the uative altogether too 
much; but i-£ what I have aclvancecl is only fairly 
correct, then it must be true that something 0£ 
the kind comes to us as duty. 

It is as true to-day as ever it was, that 
" Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin 1s a 
reproach to any people,·• and 
" No ceremony that to great ones 'longs, 
Not the king's crown, nor the deputed sword, 
The marshal's truncheon, nor the judge's robe,. 
Become them with one half so good a grace 
As mercy does." 












