Natal's Part in the Langalibalele Rebellion
by

Sir William Beaumont
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11,
langalibalele was dad over by Molappo tomthe Britisgh resident,lr.
Grifiiths, and by him to Captain Allison, Captain Allison, after
negotiations,obtained 5,000 head of cattle and the horses, the balance
being retiined by ﬁr Griffiths to compensate the Basutos.

. Allison ecommenced his return journey to Watal with the Chhief
and about 47 @fis ! 1. the eattle and horses on Dec.2l., They trave
elled via Olivier H ! reached Maritszburg on Jan. l4.

Publie mszaisn was almost unanimous in its approval of all
hat 3ir Benjamin Pine had doney only Fhe Bishop of Natal and a few

g 3

others Qi““ﬁﬁtiﬁg. The Legislative ﬁwuxnii passed resolutions tuuakiﬂg
the Governor, the High Cﬁ&ﬁi&wiAu?? at the Cape and the various forces,
military and ;&aﬂiﬁl who had assisted in the operations. Bills were

ngasg “@Qlinz with n;% lﬁeqtlﬁ% lands sand with the trial and disposal

of prisonerg, and a We.8 introduced for the formation of a lounted
éwllﬂﬂ Forece (the command of which was subsequenily given to Hajor
D &ﬂQLl;. ih@ 86th Regiment returned to the Cape.

The xﬁvt.~y3erﬂor decided to try Langalibalele himself. in hsé
his ecapscitiy of ﬁﬁ”ﬂ}@ Chief, under Native Law, with assessors. Thhe
Court was cmmﬁm@mﬁ of the Lieut.~Governor as President, with members of
he Executive and FProvineial Couneils, three Magisteatesa and gix NWative
chiefs a5 assessors, The Executive Cwumezl was rnmwm*ﬂntmm by Major
Brakis m(jslqniml Secretary), ¥Mr(afterwards 3ir) Ndchael fﬁilmﬁV{ﬂﬁtQPﬁ@y
General), Mr g@lif?{ olonial Treasurer),Mr Shepstone (Seeretary fo

ive Affairs); the M“?lul“tivﬁ Council by ¥r ;ﬁl&iﬁmdgﬁﬂ,@.h.w., and
Mr Barter, M,L.C, Other members were Colonel ¥iles s(Military Commander),
Messrs., Bird

o

rd, Patterson, and Hawkins (m ﬁ*i@tﬂat@s}, and the Native chief
Hemubumu, ?@@@lﬁﬁ, and ;ﬂnﬂi‘ﬂ anﬁ three others. kr John Shepastone
(ﬁﬂfijﬁﬁﬂ e} acted PTO# My f;aaﬁﬂgtt{nﬁgiahﬁﬁt”}ma inter-
preter, he Court ase qq dmn 16 in a marquee which was piteched in

the G¢ vmrqmﬂ@t House grow

with a guard of the 75th &Qiim@ut over the
prisdners. %gal*%ulﬂlg wes cﬁmr"@& with sedition and rebellion. An
attempt was made ¥#r Escombe to take up the defence of the prison-
er, but undert the econditions imposed, he deelined to act, The trial
dasted about 10 ¢ $. The chief was found guilty and sentenced to banish-
ment to Robben Island, where he eventually went.,

The trial of Langalibalele by the Governor as Supreme Chief
and under Native Law was a bold and unusual proceeding.It proved to be a
mistake %“1?u led to the Governor's downfall.

e Bishop of Natel was very asctive in making the Government
and ?@?319 0“ England know what had occurred, and the matter of the
trial came up for discussion in the House of Lords. I happened to be
in 1 gland at the time, and I was present on the occasion by the good
offices of Lord ﬁnra@rvaﬁ, the Secretary of State for the Colonies.By a
eurious coinecidence, I found myself sitting next to f'%:‘z'; tain Barter,who
had taken 80 prominent a part in the gition and at %‘@ trial,

8 particularly struck by the accuracy with which Lored
Carnarvon had MJatmﬂm: the details of the whole a ,“Lair, nd the able
manner in which he tried to defend the Governor, By the slashing indiet-
mentdelivered b?'u@rﬁ Zelborne (the ther of the late ! gh Commissioner
of South ﬁkrzas; We resistible, e absolute ridicule of the
whole trial proceedings. The Governo: recalled, and Sir Garnet
Wolseley wag sent out with a brilliant ﬁt&ff to revise the law and the

Cﬁmstitutias. _TL; ?W%miLg & iw.ﬂ¢;t;%”
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