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INTRODUCTION.

The Union Government has taken ten years (1925-1035)
to evolve its ““ Native Bills ” that are intended to be a
permanent model for ruling its subject non-White peoples
in the Union and the prospective Protectorates. The
majority of the Africans vitally touched by this proposed
piece of legislation have not yet scen it as it was published
in English only a couple of months ago. They will under.
stand its contents only when

Xhosa, Zulu, Sotho and Tswana anc

town and village by vi

r are translated into
circulated town by
age in the land. This implies that
each headman, blockman and chief will have a copy of
these bills in his mother-tongue

groups like Advisory Boards and or

ministers, agriculturists, farmers

nd the same done for
anisations of teachers,
vigilance associations
and the numerous economic and political units falling
outside of tribal society. In all probability the Native
Affairs Department will need four months to translate and
publish these documents in the vernacular langy
several more months during which to explain them analy-
tically to the Bantu people concerned. The latter will
thereafter require time to hold their own meetings for
discussion 0 as to furnish their respective spokesmen

with agreed views which will be tabled at a Government

conference that will be summoned by the Minister for
Native Affairs in 1936 or 1937 under Act 23 of 1920, the
** Native Affairs Act” that provides for Gove

ferences to ascertain Native

iment con.

opinion on all important
contemplated legislation affecting Nat

s. This was the
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sensible procedure adopted in 1922 in connection with the
the 1923 Urban Areas Act; and the
»f much greater significance

nment, like all other civilised legislative
bodies, is supported by influential daily journals that defend
and justify its measures good or otherwise. The case for
the inarticulate is cither never heard or is severely
handicapped by the lack of a strong press to educate
public opinion, and the only public opinion that matters
for parliamentary purposes in this country is European
public opinion
This publication is a humble attempt to readjust the
balance in order that the weaknesses, the injustice and the
defects of the bills under consideration may be better
understood. The spearpoint of these bills is universally
admitted to be the abolition of the Cape Native franchise
In the name of civilisation it will be a pity if these propo-
sals reach enactment in the statute books in their present
form without their framers fully realising the political

obliquity that v reflected therefrom upon South

African history. We Bantu are as much exercised as any

Europeans about the prestige of South Africa in the eyes of
the world of Christendom. Many Whites mistakenly
think that to be their exclusive concern. The Black
may conceivably pity the Union Government when it
unwittingly embarks on a policy censured by the rest of
modern civilisation, because and only because of not
knowing the evil repercussions of such a policy upon the
future of South Africa and Africa as a whol And the
future of South Africa will not be a happy one if it is built

to-day, even through the pretext of protecting the politica
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supremacy of the White races, on

be unfair to the weaker Black and ¢

In this pamphle

that deserve the not

from various public
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NATIVE BILLS THROUGH NATIVE EVES

BY
D. D. T. JABAVU.
Government Native Bills e

The

of the Joint Committee
Parliament of South Africa have
thinking Native

Government that the
what 3 on i

they do not read This, howeyer

ng on the informatior
1 the rul

licate that the

n those republics
rticipation in the cour
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policy “we t cducation spread by leaps and
bounds ape, while it was very limited in the
republics.
“ Realised Fears "’
The tésult was that the Africans distrusted the move-
ment that resulted in the consummation of Union in 191(
Iest the Republic p troduced into the Cap

we looked on it as repressive. These fears

ealised ‘in the present Bills, as T hope to show

we cannot say this is a Dutch policy but the
majority of the Whit
by the Englishmen of Natal, a province that boasts of
British traditios Nationalist Party of Dutch
glish-speak
some in Cape Town
st liberal statesmen
the historical “ Onze
Jan "’ Hofmey e Senator F. S. Mala
gainst the proposed

ained in the

the Treaty of Vereeni

isted on the exclusion of all Natives

in the Unio
Dutch R
have had t

Teges posse
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n justice to them we

In 1925 General H:

on December 13 th
1d Bolish

Africa
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expect them to
a position b
m

New Cape Departure.
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proportion of the Native vote had been diminished from
seven to three per cent. by reason of the introduction of
the Women’s Enfranchisement Act (1930), and it is clear

that the anir nst the Native vote cannot be due to a

fear of its influence but rather to the traditional anti-
ve spirit of the nort}
Great Lesson of History.
e proposal now is that the 5,000,000 Afric
by four White Sena

than 2

dedine
f which bodies posses
such. In other we
or the p generatior
to have any representation in Parliament
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Whites and Blacks, the Wk ere to,

tioned the land fo

get seven times the amount of land suggested for our

people ; but even that amount of land © released
present day, 23 y I

tir

up to th
gation proved an utter failure
s to pass a law prohibs

rush o
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Jadged from that angle it is open to all the criticism that
can be arrayed against the procedure of depriving people

of their franch ng committed treason or

rebellion f b s to replace the Govern-
1 under Act 23 of 1920,
A

Al

safety valve for the d expression

conference

\ sentiments on pend . -a conference
which howeve d t Government just
because it ref v General
Hertzog's aboli : It is
also meant to | t b n
cluded in the 1
than those of 1
50 African me wropeans, but in
new one, only 16 third ifficult to under-
stand how this fied when one
compares this r Transkei General
Council whict African
population

This Bill is a t as we have sai
under the Nativ b od and
weak featur s s a chance to the
African
effectual,
and thu:

Bill does

Afticar

educationa

political intelliges e represented
only through the utili vidual vote as it

falls outside existing cot

Cambridge University Library
Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 Unported License (CC BY-NC 4.0)




The overhead personnel of the proposed Council s
rather a drawback on account of its multiplicity; its
masters are the Secretary of Native Affairs, the Chief
Native Commissioners of Natal, Transvaal, Orange Free
State, Ciskei and the Transkei, the Provincial Adminis-
trators, the Native Affairs Commission, the Minister for
Native Affairs and the Cabinet, all of whom must have
their finger in the pie. Too many cooks spoil the broth

The question of the representation of Coloured perso
which was tackled in the 1926 Bills is here suspended for
reasons we do not know, but it seems as if the Govern-
ment is here adopting the ancient policy of divide and rule

Taking the three Bills as a whole, they offer but little
surprise in view of the speeches made by General Hertzog
during the last eleven years. They are the logical out-
come of a policy he has consistently advocated and which
the present writer has equally consistently criticised as
defective and illiberal

The Land and Council Bills would have had to be
tackled s and have been long neglected, but are
now only dealt with in a manner that betrays insufficient
sympathy with the aspirations of us Black people. The
piece de resistance is the Bill to abolish the Native Vote,

conferred in 1854 by Queen Victoria’s British Parliament

door i to be abrogated
) far, except a few public spirited statesmen
to espouse the cause of the Cape
The majority have chosen to buy
mier at the price of our head on a
f our franchise
kel

e old republics is back and the

ck by a century. We regret the los
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gather tog
as a race of pe
Native policy
prosecuted

f twenty-five
! adumbrate
draft Bills th countr
together " an,
whole situatior

The proposed Nati
by local District, Div
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A JOHANNESBURG APPEAL,

In the course of an appeal to all Afric
organisations, a Johannesburg organising comn
sisting of R. V. Selope Thema, M. Matebula
be, H. Kumalo, L. L. Radebe and J. S. Kok
that :—“the proposed char aching
effect upon the Political and Economic life of our r
The proposed Bills are said to be the fo

Union’s Native Policy, and they
principle of territorial an
primary object is to diser
in order to prevent the extension
the African people in the
they intend to ab
pursued by the Ca
policy of the South Africar
it down that * the people
tween White and Black in cith
bills are toothed and nailed tc
of subjection for all time

Surely as a people, we cannot allow suc
enacted without letting White South Africa
at large know our position ttitud
which gives us no hope of ach
importance in the affairs of civilised

because we feel that the future of

we appeal to you to rise above petty jealou

any personal ambition for the race
The fate of our race hangs in the bal

upon you and others to come to the rescu
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J. L. DUBE.

(Founder of the Zulu weekly newspaper Mlanga lase Natal
and the cducational institution of Ohlange, Natal ; first
President of the African National Congress and leader of
the Natal Native Congress).

The Government’s new Native policy was strongly
condemned by the Rev. John L. Dube when he addressed
a meeting of the Natal Debating Society the other day
“There was no reason why, he said, the vote of the Cape
Natives should be abolished. They had done well with
their vote and the only two constituencies where numbers
counted had sent good men to Parliament

“ Prior to the coming of the White to Africa we h: ad our
great leaders—our empire builders—who mean ax much
to us as Rhodes means to Europeans. We had our Coun-

cils and we ran our own government. Yet when we came

the White man we were treated worse than children.

are repressed, not controlled as children should be

Mr. Dube said that the fear that the Native vote would
swamp that of the European was not founded on fac
was shown by the franchise of the Cape, where only 2 pe
cent of the electors were Natives

The Native Trust Bill promised 14,000,000 zeres to the
Natives and for that they should be glad, because one
thing every Native wanted much more than the vote was
land. But land had been promised in the past. i 1913
additional land had been promised to the Natives and the
Beaumont Commission had decided that 1,000,100 acres
should be given to them. They had, however, never gotit

Unfulfilled Promises.

« How do we know that 14,000,000 acres will be given

tous? 1 do not want to question the honesty of the White

17
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we have been p

> replace the vot.
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welfare worker in- Natal and editor of langa lase Natal, at
a meeting held in Maritzburg during the week.

Mr. Dube deprecated very strongly the withdrawal of

the franchise from the Cape Native, and said that en-
lightened' Native opinion was ignored in the formation of
the councils which were to replace the franchise

The Natives did not want more representation in the
Senate. They already had four members and they saw
nothing of them. These men remained silent when the
colour bar legislation was introduced

Sceptical.

he promise of 14,000,000 acres of land made in the

new Bills was viewed very sceptically by Mr. Dube

“Past commissions have promised 1,000,000 acres to
us, but we have never had them. How do we know that
this 14,000,000 acres will be given to us ?

I do not want to question the honesty of the White
rulers of this country, but we have been promised things
n the past and those promises have never been fulfilled

Mr. Dube said that the Natives wanted their own re-
presentatives in Parliament, but the present European
fecling would not allow this,

Only recently the whole of the backveld was strirred
up because a young Zulu with a university degree was
appointed to assist in Bantu studies at Johannesburg, yet
this man had been appointed to teach the sons of the
backveld something they did not know.”

The problem of the Zulus was a very difficult one
If we only work six months in the year we are called

lazy niggers, and if we come into towns and work for the

19
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whole of the year we aré

(Umteteli wa Bantu 15th ]

MAJOR VAN ZYI
t M

Zyl, ML.P., sa
away of the Nat

GODLO
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* It is quite clear that the title given to the Bill—
* Representation of Natives in Parliament "—is enough-tc
mislead our friends overseas. The report does not pro-
vide for any representation of the Bantu people. As has
already been pointed out from time to time, the Natives
hold that the Native franchise right is inalicnable and can
only be taken away as a penalty in extreme cases, such as
treason

“In my opinion, some of the measures in the Bills can
be conceded separately and quite independently of each
other For instance, the land g has been crying
out for adjustment ever since the two races first met at

Union council provision is bu
ent of the council system, which has devel

from small experimental local councils to general counc
and h, ection whatsoever with the Cape franc
Daily Dispatch, 6th May, 1935

W. G. BALLINGER
Native Bills

ndustrial and co-operative

he publis Rt of| thel Select Cor
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éight who' stood for étention five were Afrikaners and
onipifiree Britishi. OF the fifteen who voted for its aboli-
tiort by process of ttrition, four were British. Had those
four beerr true to what is claimed as British Liberalism,
#fie Cape frarichiise would have remained,

1 for one am ot surprised at the balance of voting. My
éxperierice of southern Africa has taught me not to look
for Liberalism, essentially or even primarily, among the
English section of the community. T have learned that
the percentage of Liberal Afrikaners is at least equal to
that of the British. The convictior active courage

with which they stand by their views is often an example

to the fuke-warmness and pusillanimity of the professing
Lifierafs of British stock

The proposal to have four Europeans as senators re-
presenting Native interests in the Senate has revealed,
according to the minutes, what looks like a startling volte
face on the part of Mr. Heaton Nicholls. He apparently
proposed: an amendment to the proposition to the effect
that the sendtors could be non-Europeans, but subse-
quently withdrew it before it was even seconded. Since
publication of the Bills, Mr. Nicholls has claimed that
they are in line with British policy in other parts of Africa.
It is & claim if taken seriously, should lead to some
stocktaki quarters. Tt will be resented as an
aspersion on British administration

Mr. Nicholls must also have been indulging in the
gentl g-pulling when in an interview he asserted
that tf will be found to be acceptable to Black and
White and would lead to a rush of Protectorate Natives
Anxious ¢ o It is far more likely that the
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Bills will be used as clinching reasons why the Protector-
ates should not be transferred to the Union

“1 am afraid Natives will not be enthusiastic for the
Select Committee’s proposal of a Native representative
council of twenty-two with purely limited advisary funz

ctions and comprised of the Secretary for Native Affairs as

chairman, five Union Native commissioners, who are all

Europeans, four Natives nominated by the Gover
General, and twelve clected Natives. It is obvious that a
council so constituted cannot function as it ought to do
and cannot approve or criticise effectively a department
which has as its head the chairman of such council. Fur-
thermore, nominated persons on a council which is part
elected are virtually tied to the Administration " Reuter,
Johannesburg, 6th May, 1935
THE TRANSVAAL CONGRESS.
An important gathering held under the auspice

Transvaal African Congress took place last Thursday and

Friday at Pimville Native Township, Johannesburg, over
100 delegates attending from all parts of the Province
The Congress discussed Native grievances, the Natiye
Bills, and the problem of the Protectorates. The fo low-
ing significant resolution was passed
That this meeting unanimously resolves thata national
convention of all African chiefs, lers and organisations,
namely, the African National Congress, Native Advisory
Boards’ Congress, Tkaka la Basebenzi, Communist Party,
Cape Voters Association, Bantu Union, Bantu Women’s
League, African Vigilance Associations, Independent
1.C.U United I1.C.1 1.C.U. yase Natal, Interdengmi-

national African Ministers’ Association, Joint Council of

23
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Native Ministers, African Dingaka Associat
European Conference, African People’s Union, ar
as representatives fro
huanaland

Basutoland
Bloemf
vernment
Native policy corporati he P
veteran speaker c

and the
Ir. T. M. Mapik

ess, movec
most appealing s
nite, and to bury

al crisis. H

BISHOP OF PRETORIA
Wilfrid P.
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Native Bills in the June nui f “ The Kingdom."”
His

Writing with® his usual forceft
Lordship states

“ When Fusion was acconiplished I confess to having
felt some alarm lest liberal treatment of the Native pro-
blem migh d as part of the pr
bound to sa

ight to elec
very serious matter, for it ¢
ote t po
in the Senate was farcical
Native such representatio
it it was mere waste of b
which was of any
ich alone led sovereig
Interests The Same.

To suggest that Natives were to be

other ways seemed to imply that
peans and Natives were fundan
Bishop did not believe this tc

The interests of both secti
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Cannot we South Africans be brav
Tegislate that such Natives who are qualified by educa
and general status be represented directly in the House

Assembly, at first by Europear

years by Natives themselves ?

TYAMZASHE
I.C East London

Bantu World

ational conver
the elimination of the C

Bills, when they emerg!

call it a ** Natios

other important Bantu societies
unions with membership
travelled and well versed litic
Church to consider. They, surely, s

this national protest
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You should realise, sir,—and I know it to be your pelicy

~that in order to give force and variety to our attack, we
must enlist both the moderate and extreme sections of our
intellectuals. Then, to give dignity and complete
“ nationalism ' to your convention you must have the
full support and conference of the Paramount Chiefs of
the various tribes in the Unior

I would like you to believe that should the Select Com-
mittee’s report point to the immediate, or even the gradual
elimination of the Cape Franchise
other

Natives will have no
way but to call in what General Hertzog might term
“outside intervention ” because to disfranchise a people
who have not committed treason, open revolt or other
erious political offence thing in civilised usage, as
serious and wicked as the massacre of a defenceless, harm-
less and peaceful community. It is an ainst th
international law. Itis a political massacre—a thing the
civilised world cannot ill not ignore

In everyday life the South African Native is no longer

in the category of barbarians who can be so casily dis-

franchised and yet so heavily taxed and exploited. There

must be international intervention when the
small

peace of a
lefenceless subject race is so rudely disturbed, and
when the slave days that the British Empire had blotted
out for all time are to be recalled by this political outrage
The agitation and protestation against the disfranchise-
ment of the Cape Native must be so intense and of such a
wide and united national character, that universal attention
will be drawn to our case—especially the serious attention
of our liege-lord, the British Parliament A united front
will cause the Union Parliament to pause and consider
before they embark on this wild-cat mad-man’s folly

27
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The Natives do not rely c
hold the end of th

protest—disorgani:

extent that Nativ
of General Hertz

You hav
ed that the c
b

And to the Untet
The Native Bil
broad-minded

However
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that it will be the duty of this Convention to re-draft these
Native Bills, and present the draft to Parliament and the

country for epen criticism or approval

The White man complains that the Native can

nothing constructive or original for this
he (the Black) has to take the back seat. Here, therefore

is a golden opportunity to prove that we can produce

something better and more intelligible than those
ous and complicated Native Bills. Mere resolut
useless ; the archives at Pretoria are stocked full wit
futile and plaintive *“ prayers. A bill drafted by
nd presented direct to the Governor-General
of courtesy only, as His Excellency is not concern
politics, and the Prime Minister, would be th
the age. It would show that Natives ar
anxious to help settle their own problems
acrifices must be made on both sides. It
here political acumen will be put to the acid test
sment must the Native enterta

being oppressed and exploited solely Eecause

That is not the case f
he White man in South Afric
ndustrial and military fear of the Native b

numerical strength of the latte

2) He fears the Natives’ adaptability in educ

civilisation, and that these qualities will ultimate

him the ruler of this country if left unhampered by
However, one notices that the South

egislator is woefully unable to call a spade
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his dealings with the Native people. He hides his head in
the sand, like the ostrich, and draws up laws, like the two
Native Bills of our subject, in which he attempts to justify
his claims and hide his responsibility behind a maz
transparent and monotonous humbug. But in th
fails to convince thinking men that he is legislati
interests of all and for the good of the country
He f t a law is riot an admitted panacea for
srrect simply because it is new. He ref
at the test and

founded on righteousness—whick

proof of its efficacy lies i

and that its blazed by ¢
tions, s the transit

barbarism to civilis: this is admitted

e idle to introduce aws because t
the course will be bound to take judicial ¢

posed national convention meets the W

manner that will dispel the fear expressed in t

above mentioned. This is not an impossibl
if both sides will only meet somewhere bet
and omega of their claims and demands
tions and provisions that any reasonable 2
ing community would be compelled to

must be left open for such Native representation as
would put a check on any further class discrimination such
as is contemplated in the Native Representation Bill which
by the way, offers no safeguard against the possible evil

designs of future governments.
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* ENQUIRER.”
A Native critic called ““ Enquirer " writes
At first glance at the Native Bills, two things strike one

“The first is, the many years the bills have been in the hands
of the Select Committee, which fact alone indicates the
seriousness and' thoroughness in which the matter has
been approached. It is a testimony also to the determi-
nation of legislators to see that something definite in
regard to the Native Problem is arrived at in response,
ostensibly, to strong pressure by the European public
The second is the personnel of the Committee directly
responsible for the draft Native Bills now before the
country, and which, it should be remembered, was a
Joint Committee of both Houses of Parliament. Its
character and constitution lend considerable weight to the
whole matter. It was composed of the leaders of the
South African Party and of the Nationalist Party, of
whom some were Prime Ministers and Ministers of the
Crown during their respective terms of Government. Tt
had the representatives of the old Voortrekkers’ school on
which was based the Native policy of the old republics of
the Transvaal and the Orange Free State. It had the
representatives of the liberal policy of the old Cape Colony
Most important of all, it had the representatives of Natal—
a province which is not only the most British of all Pro-
vinces of the Union, but which also prides itself strongly
on its reputation for maintaining British traditions of fair-
play. So, it can quite safely be asserted that the Bills
embody, practically, the collective will of the European
electorate of the Union. The fact that the Committee
was not unanimous on its Report is of minor importance
What counts is that the Committee has, in its Report

31
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brought forward the two Bills now engaging the m
both the Black and White races in the Union.
Committee must study Bills.

We should, therefore, exercise the greatest caution i
our consider Bills we deal in a slipshod
manner with them, we may surselves and coming
rations the gravest injustice

To ensure the fullest measure of c
Bills, T propose

(i)

bearings of the Bills
their views on the
Their memorandum
the full National €
Bills. t

Cambridge University Library
Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 Unported License (CC BY-NC 4.0)




Prime Minister, Gen

1 Smuts, Minister of Justice, and
Stuttaford, the

Acting Minister of Native Affairs, to
1 assurance from them of the Government’s
ot to introduce the Bills into Parliament
art of such a postponement
a convincing proof
f any intention on the part of the Govern-
ler the Bills against the Natives.
Government must be Sympathetic.
er, and its revolu-
tionary provisio mportance, the Gov
ment feel sure, be the la
refus: concerned
and oppo
geth
t Committee witk
x months in a year

nment should appreciat

n and Ciskeian General C

o have sufficient opportunity to ¢

suing sessions before. the Bills
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and' Rev. Nehiemiah Motshumi, for the O.F. State ; Dr
Seme and' Mr. R. V. Selope Thema for the Transvaal
Rev. Jofin E: Dube, Mr. W. W. Ndhlovu, and Rev. A
Mtimkulu, for Natal. The chairman of the committee
nd'the convention should be Dr. Moroka, and the Rev
Mr. Mahabane, the deputy chairman. Professor Jabavu
and Mr. Godlo should be the secretary and assistant
secretary, respectively, of both the committee and the
national conventior

I attach great importance to this selection. It is the
most competent, the best, and the most influential we can
possibly have to inspire confidence, goodwill and cohesion
amongst our people. I place great weight on the selectior
of Professor Jabavu and Mr. Godlo as secretaries. Great
developments  affecting race relations throughout the
entire Southern Africa are taking place. We are making
history. My sofe desire is that we should have the m
competent men available to collate all necessary ma
essential to the work, and to draw up and frame our reply
I am fully conscious of the difficulties in the way of this
scheme. But I place it before our people for all it is worth
Unmteteli wa Bantu, 29th June, 1935

GENERAL SMUTS.

(1) at Standerton. According to Reuter wires,

Replying to a question about his attitude towards the
Cape Native vote, General Smuts said he against the
extension of the Native vote, but considered it unjust to
take away a right which had existed for nearly 90 years

The number of Native voters was very small, and such a
step caused more ill-feeling between White and Black than

it was worth.—14th June, 1935
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In reply to their questions, General Smuts
was in favour of the Natives in the C
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were only twelve thousand Native voters 2
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AN INTERVIEW.

“ The franchise proposals contained in the draft Native
Bills will tend to make us more or less communistic in our
future aims and attitude towards European government in
general.” This opinion was expressed in an interview with
the Natal Advertiser by Mr. D. D. T. Jabavu, Profess
Latin and Bantu Studies at Fort Hare and vice-chai
the South African Institute of Race Relations

“The abolition of the Cape Native vote,” he added,
“ will close the door to all those desirable possibilities
which the future held for us and in that respect these Bills
will, therefore, definitely put the clock back The Bantu
will never cease to agitate, legally or illegally, until they
finally secure those privileg erred on them through
the goodwill of the rulers n Victoria’s reign

Plea for Time

The Government, Professor Jabavu said, had spent

many years on the Native Bills and he thought it only fair
that it should give the Natives reasonable time to consider
and digest them.

We are a very wide-flung popu s no casy
matter even to get meetings of our own. To allow the
Bills full consideration,the Government should not proceed
with them for at least another 12 months

“Tt should also take further step sult Native
opinion as it has the right to do und
Act of 1920, under which conference
Pretoria to enable Natives to expr
important impending legislatior
““ The disuse of that conference has
‘White and Black as the Government }

habit of riding roughshod over the feclings
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by not consulting them on matters affecting them very
intimately.”
Some Advance

There was certainly some advance made in the present
measures, he continued, in the definite promise of regular
consultation under the Native Council proposal, which
would ensure consultation with provinces hitherto com-
pletely ignored by the legislature

This, however, did not strike him as reason enc
abolish the existing Cape Native vote, althoug
defenders of the present policy averred it was useless
the Native

“It may be useless as a machine for changing and
influencing fecling in the Union as a whole,” Professor
Jabavu said, * but it is of priceless value to its possessors
1 that it has saved them from man hich discrin
nate unjustly against Natives. It exempt

from pin-pricking legislation like the pass |

gives us the right to buy land where we please in the Ca

Province, whereas the present Bills will cut that ground
from under our feet
Dignity of Citizenship

“It also confers on us the social dignity of citizenship
which we prize very highly, whereas its abolition will
eventually reduce us to something like the Greek helots
and pariahs of society who had no voice whatever in the
counsels of their Government

“ Morcover, we have held this privilege for the beautiful
day when a more reasonable attitude t Natives will
prevail in the Union and when it may be seen fit to spread
the privilege to the northern province

I very much regret to notice the tendency of the
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by men of their race and language, who share their
customs, understand their character and sympathise with
their aspirations.” Democratic government can only do

justice to those who control the power of the ballot, and a
European oligarchy cannot be expected to deal justly and
fairly with men and women who have no
What we call on White South Africa is to s
greatness of h which will attract in its tur
spirit of c0-0 n from our side. The abolition of the
Cape franchise docs not in any way provide the solution of
alled Native problen On the contrary it compli-
d creates a racial antagonism
and prosperity of South Africa
nment t
Bantu opinion on the ¢ a confere

the Native A entirely agree

suggestion and that the Government w
request arly understooc
assistance d co-operatior

White South Africa can never solve the problen

interracial relations. Wh
cha v
believe inis ar

of Bantu t

able underst
communicat

ight flow

way to a
Otherwise the Bantu
have finally secured t

rld, 13th July, 1935.
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VOTERS' RESOLUTIONS.

At an emergency meeting of the executive committee of
the Cape Native Voters’ Convention held in East London
on Saturday, July 13, for the purpose of examining the
franchise proposals contained in the new Native Bils, it
was unanimously resolved

hat the Government be asked to preserve the exist-
ing Cape Native franchise unaltered on the following
grounds

been wisely used as a voice of the

(1) It has always
Bantu people since 1854, when it was first granted
“(2) Tt will be a backward step for the present Govern-
ment to annul this privilege, which has never been abused
at any time.

“(3) The confiscation of citizenship without rebellion

or treason is an irregular and unprecedented course on the

part of any modern State

“(4) The entrenchment of the Native vote in the
Union Act was a emen’s agreement, implying the
duty of honour that it be left untouched as a privilege for
future Bantu generations.

Apart from all considerations of political influ-
ence vote is a dearly prized symbol of citizenship—
highly appreciated by its individual possessors on the
ines of the dignity attaching to the traditional court of all
Bantu peoples.

“(6) Its retention will make for peace and satisfaction
among the various non-European elements that constitute
the Union population, being, as it is, held in trusteeship
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for the future for all other races in the U
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how were those Native voters able to form judgments upon
the many complex questions that came before Parliament,
the answer is twofold. These voters had their own

leaders.

to interpret White ideas to their readers. The second
part of the answer is even more significant. It is well
known that Natives, even if not very well educated, are
shrewd judges of character, and the principle the Native
voters habitually went upon was ““ Men not measures.”
“This being the case, men of the highest standing were

elected ere proud to be elected by constituencies

with a Native element ; and great administrators

when the ed, were ready, as they are to-day, to offe

themse v y e over whom,

ired community, with w

and the three members
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At the National Convention
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solution ‘contdins the elements of permanency ; it is %0
forced, too artificial, to unprogressive 1st June, 1935.

A JUBILEE PRESENT FOR THE BLACKS:

The South African Government has at length tabled
two Bills about Native policy, the franchise and the land.
They are callous, reactionary, repressive and likely to be
calamitous. And they are not merely matter for South
Africa. It was no innocent coincidence that brought
General Hertzog to England, primed to demand the
cession of the Bechuanaland and Swaziland Protectorates
and the Basutoland Crown Colony, only a day before the
Native Bills were laid before the South African Assembly.
It had been said by high authorities here that South Africa
should declare her Native policy before cession could be
considered. And so, although countless laws like the
Colour Bar Act, the Pass Laws, the Masters and Servants
Act, had pointed the precipitous way of South African
Native policy, General Hertzog chose this moment to
complete the nine years’ work of Select Committees and
produce his Native Bills, perfectly toothed and nailed to
keep the Native ever in subjection. The idea is to use the
Jubilee as an occasion for persuading the British Govern-
ment to betray His Majesty’s black subjects to please
some of the Whites in South Africa

What are the principles of these two Bills? They can

be discussed under fo is—the disfranchisement of

the Cape Natives, the election of senators, the establish-

ment of a Native Advisory Council, and the machinery
devised for enlarging Native reserves. It was in 1852 that
the Cape Native was enfranchised, and the conditions of

his enfranchisement were the same as the White n
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He had the same property and educational qualifications
to fulfil ; race, creed or colour were not considerations to
those who built our Empire firmly then. In 1910 the first
shock came, for at the National Convent hich framed
the Act of Union the three other provi Transv
Orange Free State and Natal, tried their utmost to demolish
this pledge of equality before the law. The Cape members
resisted, and safeguarded their Natiy
nched clauses the Act

minster has swept one away and the fu
ist and South African Parties provide
majority vote needed to amend the cor
the Government wait for fusion
whittle down the Native vote
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Tnstead of these seats in the Assembly for Cape Natives
alone, the Natives are now offered four
-a reform which the
Times cynically ca
It is, like any
When Dr 1
Prime Minis

is abolishi

s in the Senate
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nd in composition far more representative
legalised since 1920 has not met for years, becaus
Africa is afraid to hear the collected bitterness ¢
future sub-citizens, the Native So instead of the C
ference we are to have a submissive Counc
men, and les n such a rm shou
will be Natives, four of those sixtee
ment nominees, and all that the bo

advise ' the Government. The Native meml|

ble to vote, but the White chairmay

Native Affairs, will not. Generous conc

te in Parli en

it zealous correspe
this Advisory Council is built on the
Bunga, or General Council, wh

territory known as the Tra
Natives as Natives only. The wider iss
competition in industry are outside its
did pass resolutions on them they would
Such issues w

Native Advisory Council
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10,000,000 morgen throughout the Union ; as for the size
of this incredible gift, two-thirds of Natal gives a rough
estimate. The only trouble is that there are no 7,000,000
extra morgen for Natives in South Africa, and that every
effort so far made to find new land for the Bantu has failed
Where are there then the suggested 7,000,000 morgen ?
Ten million acres are promised in the Transvaal, 3,000,000
in the Cape, 200,000 in the Orange Free State, and the
rest in Natal. Six Committees which have sat on this
subject have shown that unalienated habitable land for
Native settlement is practically non-existent in these
provinces. On the other hand, there has long been talk of
settling surplus urban Natives in the immense waterless
Crown lands of Bechuanaland. It is therefore suggested
that, if Bechuanaland is absorbed by the Dominion, i
would be possible to partition it between the Cape and the
Transvaal. In that case the land would be found in these
provinces after the transfer. A good joke, this ; if you
want Bechuanaland you must state a Native policy to show
you mean well by the Bechuanas. You reply that as a
proof of your goodwill you promise the Natives additional
land which must, in fact, come from Bechuanaland, if you
are allowed to have it

This cynical suggestion has several points to recommend
it. The land would not cost the South African Govers
ment twopence, and its allocation to Natives would not
infuriate the farmer class (which returns the Government
to power) as allocation of land within the present boun

daries of the Union has always infuriated them. The

trustees who “ acquire *” the land are given it ; the Crown

lands pass with the title and the surplus urban Natives

are dumped upon them, can safely starve
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Ask many South African farmers what Sou
do with her landless Natives a

“Send them to the Kalal

as this suggestion sounds, the

widely talked of in South Africa
land policy for the South Africar
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