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TRAVELS 

INTO THE 

INTERIOR OF SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

CHAP. L 

A General View of the ColonJ of The Cape, and a more particular 
Deflription of the PromontorJ called The Cape of Good 
Hope. 

BY the capture of the Cape of Good Hope and of Ceylon, the 
Briti{h language is now heard at the fouthern extremities of the 
four great continents or quarters of the globe. Three of thefe 
have fubmitted to the power of its arms; and the fpirit of com
merce and adventurous induftry has directed the attention of its 
enterprifing fubjecl:s to the fourth, on the f mall ifland of Staaten, 
at the extreme point of South America, where a kind of fettle
ment has been formed for carrying on the fouthern whale
fifhery. Of thefe extreme points the Cape of Good Hope can
not be confidered as the leaft important, either with regard to 
its geographical fituation, as favorable for carrying on a fpeedy 
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2 TRAVELS IN 

intercourfe with every part of the civilized world ; or to its 
intrinfic value, as capable of fupplying many articles of general 
confumption to the mother-country ; or as a port folely for the 
numerous and valuable fleets of the Eaft-India Company to 
refrefh at; to affemble in time of war for convoy; to re-efta
blifh the health of their fickly troops, worn down by the debili
tating effects of expofure to a warm climate ; and to feafon, in 
the mild and moderate temperature of Southern Africa, fuch of 
thofe from Europe as may be deftined for fervice in the warmer 
climate of their Indian fettlements. 

In the early voyages undertaken by the BritHh merchants 
trading to the Eaft Indies, the Cape was always made the gene
ral rendezvous and place of refrefhment; and it was then confi
dered of fuch importance that a formal poffeffion was taken of 
it by two commanders of the Company's fhips in the year 1620, 

in the name of King James of Great Britain, a period of thirty 
years antecedent to the eftablifhment of the colony by the 
United Provinces. The particulars of this tranfaction are enteced 
at full length on the records of the Eaft-India Company ; and, 
as the reafoning then upon it will more ftrongly apply at this 
time, it may not be amifs to infert an extract from them. 

" James, by the grace of God, king of Great Britain, France, 
" and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, '&c.: Know all men, by 
" the prefent publication hereof, that according to our bounden 
'' duties to our Sovereign Lord the King, James, by the Grace 
" of God, King of Great Britain, '& c. and the State ; 

" We , 
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SOUTHERN AFRICA. 3 

" We, Andrew ShiJlinge and Humphrey Fitzherbert, chief 
" commanders of the two fleets at prefent bound for Surat and 
" Bantam, & c. upon a good confideration, and by a confult
" ation holden on fuore, the firA: of July 1620, of both fleets, on 
cc the coaA: of Africa, in the bay of Saldania aforefaid, for and 
" in the name of the faid high and mighty Prince James, and 
" for and in the name of the whole continent near adjoining, fo 
cc far to be extended as that at prefent no Chriftian prince nor 
" potentate have any fort or garrifon for plantation within the 
" limits af orefaid ; and our Sovereign Lord the King to be 
" thereunto entitled Lord or Prince, or by any other name or 
" title whatfoever that thall feem heft unto his gracious wifdom. 

" Dated, proclaimed, executed, and fubfcribed in the Bay 
" of Saldania, the third day of July 1620. 

(Signed) " HUMPHREY FITZHERBERT, 
" ANDREW SHILLINGE." 

EXTRACT. 

" Notwithftanding all which, may it pleafe your wor£hips to 
" be cenified, that we whofe names are hereunto fubfcribed, 
" tending his Majefty's fupremacy and fovereignty mo,e than 
" our own fafetys ; and falling into the confideration of the 
" conveniency of this bay of Saldania, by us fo called, fituate 
" and being in the latitude of 34 ° or thereabout South lati
" tude, for the better profecution of your trade to the Eaft 
" Indies, upon a full and general confultation holden on £bore 
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4 TRAVELS IN 

" by both your fleets, now bound for Surat and Bantam, the 
" firft day of July in the year of our Lord 1620, have fully 
" agreed to take poffeffion of the faid bay of Saldania for and 
" in the name of our fovereign lord the King, James by the 
" grace of God, &c. and for and in the name of the whole 
" continent near adjoining, fo far to be extended as that no 
" Chriftian prince or potentate have at prefent any fort or gar
" rifon for plantation within the limits af orefaid, as by a deed 
" publiilied, executed and fubfcribed in the faid bay of Sal
" dania the third day of July 1620, herewith fent your 
" woriliips, more plainly may appear; which deed was pub
" liilied with great folemnity before the Englifh and the 
" Dutch; who feemed likewife much to approve the fame. 
" And in token of poffeffion, taken as aforefaid, and for a 
" memorial hereafter, we have placed a heap of ftones on a hill 
'' lying Weft-fouth-weft from the road in the faid bay, and 
" call it by the name of King James his Mount. The main 
" and principle reafons which induced us to do this without 
" order were many. Firft, at our arrival in the Bay we found 
" nine great fhips of the States ready to fet fail for Bantam, 
" who declared to us plainly that the States did mean to make 
" a plantation here the next year, and that they had taken a 
" view of the bay, and made a road already in the country 
" fome thirty or forty miles, &c. meaning, as we fuppofe, and 
" it is not to be doubted, to make us hereafter pay for our water 
" and anchorage towards defraying their intended plantation. 
" Likewife this great country, if it were well difcovered, would 
" be kept in fubjection with a few men and little charge, con
" fidering how the inhabitants are but naked men and without 

" a leader 
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SOUTHERN AFRICA. 5 

" a leader or policy. We alfo thought to entitle the King's 
" Majefty thereto by this weak means than to let it fall for 
" want of prevention, into the hands of the States, knowing 
" very well that his Majefty is able to maintain his title by his 
" word againft the States, and by his power againft any other 
" prince or potentate whatfoever ; and better it is that the 
" Dutch\ or any other nation whatfoever fi1ould be his fubjecl:s 
" in this place, than that his fubjecl:s ihould be fubjecl: to them 
" or any other. To which may be added the practice of all 
" men of all times and in aU places in the like caufe, entitling 
" their fovereigns to be governors where no government is 
" already inftituted. Many more particulars might be alledged, 
" as the certain refrefhing of your fleets quickly acquired out 
" of your own means by plantation, and to be hoped for from 
" the Blacka when there is a government eftablifh.ed to keep 
" them in awe. The whale fifhery befides perfuades us that 
" it would be profitable to defray part of your charge. The 
" fruitfulnefs of the foil, together with the temper of the air, 
" aff ures us that the Blacks, with the time, will come in, for 
" their eafe, and of neceffity. Time will, no doubt, make 
" them your fervants, and by ferving you they will become 
" hereafter (we hope) the fervants of God." 

No further notice feems to have been taken by the Briti{h 
government of this poffeffion, at that time ; nor does it appear 
that any kind of interference or contravention was made by 
it when the Dutch Eaft India Company fent out Van Riebeck, 
in order to form a fettlement there in the year 16 50. Till this 
period the Englifh, the Portugueze and the Dutch had indifcri
minately refreihed their crews at the Cape. The Portugueze, 

who 
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6 TRAVELS IN 

who were the firft difcoverers of the Southern extremity of the 
continent of Africa, at leaft in modern times, eftabliChed no 
fettlement nearer to it than the Banks of Rio Infante, now 
the Great FiCh River and boundary of the Colony to the 
Eaftward, which is nearly fix hundred miles from the Cape of 
Good Hope ; and this they foon abandoned for want of {helter 
for their Chipping, which they afterwards found, farther to the 
Eaftward, in the bay of De la Goa, ftill in their poffeffion. 
At length, however, from the very favourable reprefentations of 
Van Riebeck, then a furgeon of one of the Dutch {hips, the 
Eaft India Company came to a refolution to colonize the Cape; 
and fince the firft eftabliiliment to the prefent war, a period of 
near I So years, it continued in their hands. The progrefs 
of the population and the extent of territory have been tole
rably rapid. The former, like fome of the provinces of North 
America, has nearly doubled itfelf in every twenty years. It 
was firft fettled in 1650 by a hundred male perfons, to whom 
were iliortly afterwards fent out, from the houfes of induftry in 
Holland, about an equal number of females ; and the prefent 
population exceeds twenty thoufand whites : many of thefe, 
however, have fince been imported from Europe. 

The difficulties that for a time impeded the extenfion of the 
fettlement were principally occafioned by the number of wild 
beafts of various kinds that f warmed in every part of the coun
try. In the private journal of the founder of the colony it is 
noticed, that lions and leopards, wolves and hyrenas, committed 
nightly depredations, for fome time after the firft efiablilhment, 
under the walls of the fort. The oppofition of the native Hot-

tentots 
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SOUTHERN AFRICA. 7 

tentots fcems to have given them little interruption. They foon 
difcovered the predominant paffion of this weak and peaceable 
people for f pirituous liquors, and that a bottle of brandy was a 
pafTport through every horde. With this and tobacco, iron, 
and a few paltry trinkets, they purchafed a part of the country 
and of their ftock of cattle, and then took the reft by force. A 
caflt of brandy was the price of a whole diftria:; and nine 
inches in length of an iron hoop the purchafe of a fat ox. De
prived, by their paffion for intoxicating liquors and baubles, of 
the only means of exiftence, the numbers of the natives began 
rapidly to decline ; and the encroachments of the fettlers were 
in proportion to the diminution of the obftacles. Finding it 
unneceifary to limit the extent of their poffeffions, the policy of 
the Government kept pace with the propenfity of its fubjelts to 
fpread themfelves wide over the country. It forefaw that a 
f pirit of induftry, if encouraged in a inild and temperate climate, 
and on a fertile foil, might one day produce a fociety impatient 
of the {hackles impofed on it by the parent ftate. It knew, that 
to fupply to its fubjelts the wants of life without the toil of 
labour or the anxiety of care ; to keep them in ignorance, and 
to prevent a ready intercourfe with each other, were the moR: 
likely means to counteraa: fuch a fpirit. It granted lands, 
therefore, on yearly leafes, at the fmall fixed rent of twenty-four 
rixdollars, (not five pounds fterling,) in any part of the country. 
A law was alfo paffed, that the neareR: diftance from houfe to 
houfe was to be three miles, fo that each farm confifted of 
more than five thoufand acres of land, and confequently was 
rented at the rate of fomething lefs than a farthing an acre. 
From a fcarcity of water, it frequently happened that many 

farma 

Digitized by Google 



8 TRAVELS IN 

farms were at twice that diftance from each other. No land 
was granted in property except in the vicinity of the Cape. As 
the Dutch advanced, the natives retired ; and thofe that remained 
with their herds among the new fettlers were foon reduced to 
the neceffity of becoming their fervants. 

No permanent limits to the colony were ever fixed under the 
Dutch government. The paftoral life that the peafantry of the 
remote diftricl:s at all times adopted, required a great extent of 
country to feed their numerous herds; and the imbecility and 
eafy temper of the adjacent tribes of natives favored their avari
cious views ; and the government was either unwilling, or 
thought itfelf unable, to reftrain them. Having no kind of 
chart nor furvey, except of fuch diftricl:s as were contiguous to 
the Cape, it poffeffed a very limited and imperfep knowledge 
of the geography of the remoter parts, collected chieffy from the 
reports of the peafantry, fallacious often, through ignorance or 
defign, or of thofe who had made excurfions for their profit or 
pleafure, or from expeditions fent out by order and at the 
expence of government; and the object of thefe, it would 
appear, was with the view rather of carrying on a lucrative trade 
with the bordering tribes of natives, than to fupply ufeful 
information refpelling the colony. Attended with the parade 
of a military guard, furgeons, land-furveyors, burghers with 
waggons, oxen, horfes, and Hottentots without number, not 
one of them has furnilh.ed a fingle £ketch even towards affifting 
the knowledge of the geography of the country. The only 
perfons who appear to have travelled with no other view than 
that of acquiring ufeful information, were the governor Van 

Pletten-
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SOUTHERN AFRICA. 9 

Plettenberg and the late colonel Gordon. Thefe two gentlemen 
fixed, upon the fpot, the boundaries of the colony, as they now 
fi:and, to the eaftward. To complete the line of demarcation, 
through the heart of the country to the weftern £bore, was one 
of the objects of the feveral journies that fupplied the materials 
of the following pages. The chart that accompanies them was 
undertaken and executed by the order of the earl of Macartney 
in the years I 797 and J 798, when thefe journies were made. 
It was conftrucl:ed entirely from acl:ual obfervations of latitude 
and of bearings, eftimation of diftances, and frequent angular 
interfell:ions of remarkable points and objell:s. 

From this chart it appears that the extent and dimenfions of 
the territory compofing the colony of the Cape of Good Hope, 
now permanently fixed, are as follows: 

Length from weft to eaft. 
Cape Point to Kaffer Land, 
River Kouffie to Zuureberg, 

Breadth from foutb to north. 

580 miles. 

520 -

River Kouffie to Cape Point, 3 I 5 -
Nieuwveldt Mountains to Plettenberg's Bay, 160 

Mouth of the Tu£h-river to Plettenberg's baaken, 225 -

which gives a parallelogram whofe mean length is 550, and 
mean breadth 233, Engli1h miles, comprehending an area of 
128,150 fquare miles. This great extent of country, deducl:ing 
the population of Cape Town, is peopled by about 15,000 

c white 
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10 TRAVELS IN 

white inhabitants, fo that each individual might poffefs eight 
and a half fquare miles of ground. A very great portion, how
ever, of this territory may be confidered as an unprofitable 
wafte, unfit for any fort of culture, or even to be employed as 
pafture for the fupport of cattle. Level plains, confifting of a 
hard impenetrable furface of clay, thinly fprinkled over with 
chryftallized fand, condemned to perpetual drought, and pro
ducing only a few ftraggling tufts of acrid, faline, and fucculent 
plants, and chains of vaft mountains that are either totally 
naked, or clothed in parts with four graffes only, or fuch plants 
as are noxious to animal life, compofe at Ieaft one half of the 
colony of the Cape. Thefe chains of mountains and the inter
jacent plains are extended generally in the direcl.ion of eaft and 
weft, except indeed that particular range which, beginning at 
Falfe Bay, oppofite to the Cape Point, ftretches to the northward 
along the weftern coaft as far as the mouth of Olifant's river, 
which is about 2 I o miles. 

The firft great chain of mountains that runs eaft and weft 
enclofes, between it and the fouthern coaft, an irregular belt of 
land from twenty to fixty miles in width, indented by feveral 
bays, covered with a deep and fertile foil, interfell:ed by nume
rous ftreamlets, well clothed with grafs and fmall arboreous or 
fruitefcent plants, well wooded in many parts with foreft-trees, 
fupplied with frequent rains, and enjoying, on account of its 
proximity to the fea, a more mild and equable temperature than 
the more remote and interior parts of the colony. 

The next great chain is the Zevarte Berg or Black Mountain. 
This is confiderably more lofty and rugged than the firft, and 

confifts 
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SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

confifts in many inftances of double and fometimes treble ranges. 
The belt enclofed between it and the firft chain is about the 
mean width of that between the firft and the fea ; of a furface 
very varied, compofed in fome parts of barren hills, in others 
of naked arid plains of clay, k~own to the natives, and alfo to 
the colonifts, by t:he name of Karroo ; and in others of choice 
patches of well watered and fertile grounds. The general fur
face of this belt has a confiderable elevation above that of the 
firft ; the temperature is lefs uniform ; and from the nature of 
the foil, as well as the difficulty of accefs over the mountains, 
which are paffable only in few places, this diftria is much lefs 
valuable than the other. 

The third range of mountains is the Nieuwveldt's Gebergte, 
which, with the fecond, graf ps the Great Karroo or arid dcfert, 
uninhabited by a human creature. This defert, making the 
third ftep or terrace of Southern Africa, is greatly elevated 
above the fecond ; is near 300 miles in length from eaft to 
weft, and eighty in breadth; is fcarcely ever moiftened by a 
lhower of rain; exhibits a furface of clay, thinly fprinkled over 
with fand, out of which a few lhrivelled and parched plants 
here and there meet the eye, faintly extending their half 
withered fibres along the ground, and firuggling, as it were, 
to preferve their exifience againft the exceffive heat of one 
feafon of the year and the fevere frofts of the other. 

The country likewife afcends from the wefiern coaft towards 
the interior in fucceffive terraces, of which the moft elevated, 
called the Roggeveld, falls in with the !aft-mentioned chain of 

C2 mountains, 
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TRAVELS IN 

mountains, the Nieuwveldt. The whole tract of country to 
the northward of the Cape is much more fandy, barren, and 
thinly inhabited, than to the eaftward, in which direction it 
increafes in beauty and fertility with the diftance. 

Such is the general outline of the territory that is compre
hended under the name of the Cape of Good Hope. It is 
divided into four diftricts, over each of which is placed a civil 
magiftrate called a Landr'!ft, who, with fix Htmraaden, or a 
council of country burghers, is veA:ed with powers to regulate 
the police of his diftricl:, fuperintend the affairs of govern
ment, adjuft litigations, and determine petty caufes. Their 
decifions, however, are fubject to an appeal to the Court of 
Jufticein Cape Town. The four diftric\s are; that of the Cape; 
of Stellenbofch and Drakenfteen ; of Zwellendam ; and· of 
Graaff Reynct ; and they were fucceffively colonized in the 
order here mentioned. 

The Cape diftrill: is chiefly compofed of that mountainous 
peninfula whofe fouthern extremity was firA: called by Portu
gueze navigators Caho do1 Tormen/01, or, Cape of Storms, on 
account of the very tempeftuous weather often and long expe
rienced by them in their attempts to double it, which, when 
effected, they changed to that of Cape of Good Hope. The 
Table Mountain, flanked by the Devil's Hill on the eaft, and the 
Lion's Head on the weft, forms the northern extremity of the 
fame peninfula. The length from north to fouth is about 36, 
and breadth 8, miles. It is compofed, properly fpeaking, of 
one mountain, broken indeed into feveral maffes more or lefs 
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conncl\:ed by inferior gorges. Some of thefe ma£res have 
horizontal fummits ; others peaked or cone-lhaped ; fome 
confift of naked fragments of rock ; others are clothed with 
verdure. This peninfula is connel\:ed with the continent by a 
low flat ifthmus, with few irregularities of furface, except fuch 
as arc made by ridges of fand that feem to have been adventi
tioufl y brought thither by the {lrong fouth-eaft winds from the 
lhores of Falfe Bay, a large arm of the fea enclofed between the 
Cape Promontory and a chain of high mountains on the conti
nent to the eaftward of it. 

Falfe Bay, and Table Bay, the one walhing the fouthern,. 
and the other the northern, lhore of the ifthmus, are 
the ufual places of refort for £hipping trading to, or calling 
for refreihments at, the Cape of Good Hope. During the 
fummer feafon, when the fouth-eaft winds are predominant, 
which may be reckoned in general from September till May, 
Table Bay affords the moft fecure fhelter; and Simon's Bay, 
a cove or indent on the weftem fhore of Falfe Bay, for the 
reft of the year, when the northerly and north-wefterly winds 
arc ftrongeft. In neither of them is there any fort of fecurity 
or convenience for heaving down and repairing fhipping, nor 
do they appear to admit of any contrivance for fuch purpofes 
at a moderate expence. The latitude of Table Bay is 33° ss' 
fouth : longitude 18° 30' eaft. Of Simon's Bay the latitude is 
34° 9' fouth, and longitude 18° 32' eaft. 

Ther<; are alfo two fmall bays on the weft fide of the 
peninfula, one called Ho"t or Wood Bay, and the other Chap

man's 
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man's Bay. The latter is expofed to the weft and north-weft, 
but the former is Lheltered from all winds. The confined 
anchorage, which is faid to admit of, at the utmoft, ten £hips 
only, and the eddy winds from the f urrounding high moun
tains, which make it difficult for £hips to enter and get out, 
are the objections that have been ftated againft the ufe of Hout 
Bay. 

All thefe bays, the paffes of the mountains, and indeed every 
part of the peninfula, are capable of being maintained. if properly 
garrifoned, againfl: any attack that will probably be ever made 
againfl: them. Mofl: of the works, batteries, and lines, have under
gone a complete repair, with many improvements; and others have 
been judicioufly added, by the Briti£h engineers. The pafs at the 
foot of Miiifenberg, a fteep high mountain, walhed by Falfe Bay, 
and the only road of communication between Simon's Bay and 
the Cape, may now be confidered as impregnable, though the 
Dutch fuffered themfelves very eafily to be driven out of it. 
It is the Thermopyl:E of the Cape; and from the feveral breaft
works, lately confl:rucl:ed along the heights, a chofen hand of 
three hundred rifle men ought to ftop the progrefs of an army. 

Cape Town, the capital, and indeed the only affemblage of 
houfes that deferves the name of a town in the colony, is 
pleafantly fituated at the head of Table Bay, on a lloping plain 
that rifes with an eafy afcent to the feet of the Devil's Hill, the 
Table Mountain, and the Lion's Head, before mentioned; the 
lafl:, ftretching to the northward, in a long unbroken hill of 
moderate height, is King James's Mount, (the Lion's Rump of 
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the Dutch,) and affords fhelter againft the wefterly winds to 
ihipa in Table Bay. It moft completely commands every part of 
the town and the caftle to the north-eaft of it : and this, with 
the Amfterdam and Chavonne batteries, command the anchor
age in the bay. The town, confifting of about eleven hundred 
houfes, built with regularity and kept in neat order, is difpofed 
into ftraight and parallel ftreets, interfecl:ing each other at right 
angles. Many of the ftreets are open and airy, with canals of 
water running through them, walled in, and planted on each 
fide with oaks ; others are narrow and ill paved. Three or 
four fquares give an opennefs to the town. In one is held 
the public market ; another is the common refort of the 
peafantry with their waggons from the remote diftrilts of the 
colony; and a third, near the fhore of the bay, and between 
the town and the caftle, ferves as a parade for exercifing the 
troops. This is an open, airy and extenfive plain, perfectly 
level, compofed of a bed of firm clay, covered with fmall hard 
gravel. It is furrounded by canals, or ditches, that receive 
the waters of the town and convey them into the bay. Two 
of its fides are completely built up with large and handfome 
houfes. The barracks, originally intended for an hofpital, for 
-corn magazines, and wine cellars, is a large, well-defigned, 
regular building, which, with its two wings, occupies part of 
one of the fides of the great fquare. The upper part of this 
building is fufficiently f pacious to contain 4000 men. The 
uftle affords barracks for I ooo men, and lodgings for all the 
officers of one regiment ; magazines for artillery ftores and 
-ammunition ; and moft of the public offices of government are 
within its walls. The other public buildings are a Calvinift and 
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a Lutheran church: a guard-houfe, in which the Burgher Senate, 
or the council of burghers, meet for tranfad:ing bufinefs relative 
to the interior police of the town: a large building in which 
the government flaves, to the number of 330, are lodged : the 
court of juftice, where civil and criminal caufes are heard and 
determined. The bafis of all the proceedings of this court is 
the Roman or civil law, tempered or corred:ed by local circum
fiances and unforefeen occurrences, as the nature of the cafes 
may feem to require, and which are generally provided for 
in the code drawn up under the name of " Statutes of India," 
for the fupreme court of Batavia and the other inferior fettle
ments of the Dutch Eaft India Co·mpany. A full court is 
compofed of feven judges, by a majority of whofe votes all 
caufes are decided; fubject, however, to an appeal to a court 
compofed of the governor and lieutenant-governor, and 
from their decifion to the King in council. The fifcal, or 
chief alting magiftrate, is alfo the public accufer and attorney
general to profecute, in all criminal cafes, for the fovereign. 
The judges are none of them profeffional men, but are chofen 
out of the burghers of the town. 

The Lombard Bank, to which is committed the management 
of a capital of about 600,000 rix dollars, lent by the old govern
ment in paper money to the fubjed:s on mortgages of their lands 
and houfes, or on moveable property, at an intereft of 5 percent. 
is within the walls of the caftle ; as is alfo the 'fJTeykammer or 
Chamber for adminifiring the affairs of orphans. The popula
tion of the town is eftimated at about 6000 whites, inclufive of 
the military, and twelve thoufand Jlaves. 

Between 
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Between the town and Table Mountain are fcattered over the 
plain a number of neat houfes furrounded by plantations and 
gardens. Of thefe the largeft and neareft to the town is that in 
which the government houfe is erected. It is in length near 
I ooo yards, and contains about forty acres of rich land divided 
into almoft as many fquarea by oak hedges. The public walk 
runs up the middle, is well thaded by an avenue of oak trees, and 
enclofed on each fide by a hedge of cut myrtles. The Dutch of 
late years bad entirely neglected this excellent piece of ground ; 
but the fpirit of improvement that has always actuated the 
minds of the EnglHh in all their poffeffions abroad, will no 
doubt fhew itfelf at this place, and convert the public garden 
into a place not only ornamental to the town but ufeful to the 
country. A part of it, in fad, has already been appropriated, 
by order of the Earl of Macartney, for the reception of fcarce 
and curious native plants, and for the trial of fuch Afiatic and 
European productions as may feem moft likely to be cultivated 
with benefit to the colony. 

Among the foreign produd:ions that might be introduced, 
and in all probability cultivated with fuccefs at the Cape of 
Good Hope, may be reckoned the different v-arieties of the 
cotton plant. Many of thefe have been already tried, and 
found to fucceed extr~mely well in the light fandy foil that 
generally prevails in the country. Two fpecies of indigo grow 
wild in feveral parts of the colony ; and the cultivated plant of 
India ia now on trial. Different f pecies of the caaus, the 
plant on which the cochineal infed: feeds, grow juft as well 
here aa on the oppofite continent. The tea-plant baa long 
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been in the country, but totally neglected. It is a hardy fbrub, 
which when once planted is not eafily eradicated ; and the foil, 
the climate, and general face of the country, bear a ftrong ana
logy to thofe provinces of China to which it is indigenous. 
Three years ago a fmall coffee plant was brought from the ifland 
of Bourbon, and is now in full berry, and promifes to fucceed 
Temarkably well ; the fugar cane equally fo. Flax wtll give 
two crops in the year ; and hemp, called by the hottentots 
Dacha, is produced in great quantities; not, however, for the 
purpofe of being manufall:ured into cordage or cloth, but 
merely for the fake of the leaflets, flowers, and young feeds 
which are ufed by the flaves and hottentots as a fuccedaneum for 
tobacco. The dwarf mulberry grows here as well as in China; 
but the common filk worm is not in the colony. Several fpecies 
of wild moths, however, fpin their coccoons among the £hrubby 
plants of Africa. Among thefe there is one f pecies, nearly as 
large as the Atlas, and anfwers to the defcription of the Paphia 
of Fabricius, which feeds upon the Protea argentea, the witte
boom or filver tree of the Dutch, and might probably be turned 
to fome account by cultivation. Dr. Roxburgh is of opinion 
that it is precifely the fame infell: which fpins the ftrong filk 
known in India by the name of Tuifach. The palma chrifti, 
from the feed of which is exprelfed the caftor oil, and the aloe, 
whofe juice produces the. well known drug of that name, are 
natives of the country, and are met with almofl: everywhere 
in great plenty ; as is alfo the cape olive, fo like in habit and 
appearance to the cultivated plant of Europe, that there can 
be little doubt as to the fuccefs of the latter ; it is the more 
aftonifhing that this tree has not been introduced, fince no ve-
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getable oil, fit for culinary ufes, has yet been difcovered in the 
colony. For this purpofe the fefamum would prove an ufeful 
grain. In moft of the fandy Hats are found in great abundance 
two varieties of the Myrica urifera, or wax plant, from the 
berries of which is procurable, by fimple boiling, a firm pure 
wax; and the honey bee is every where wild on the heathy 
fides of the hills ; but the culture of the plant and of the in felt 
have hitherto been equally neglected. 

Timber of all kinds for building is an exceeding fcarce and 
expenfive article at the Cape, yet little pains have yet been 
taken to rear it near the town. Avenues of oak trees, planta
tions of the white poplar, and of the ftone pine, are to be feen 
near moft of the country houfes not very diftant from the 
Cape, and have been found to thrive moft rapidly ; but the 
timber they produce is generally fhaken and unfound. The 
oak that has been introduced into the colony appears to be 
that variety of the ~erc111 Robur known in England by the 
name of Durmq/1 oak, much of which grows in the New Foreft, 
and is but of little eftimation among £hip builders. It is diftin
guifhed by the acorns growing in clufters, and each having a 
long foot ftalk. The larch, whofe growth in Europe is rapid, 
and yet the timber as good or better than any of the pine tribe, 
would be an accquifition and an ornament to the prefent naked 
hills of the Cape ; and the beech would no doubt thrive in 
thofe places where the poplar does fo well. 

Of native plants, that which is the moft cultivated, in the 
vicinity of the town, is the filver tree abovementioned. Whole 
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woods of it ftretch along the feet of the eaftcm fide of the 
Table Mountain, planted folel y for fuel. The Conocarpa, an
other fpecies of Protea, the Kreupel boom of the Dutch, is alfo 
planted along the fides of the hills : its bark is employed 
in tanning leather, and the branches for fire wood. The 
grand!flora, jjuciofa '& me/lifer a, different f pecies of the fame 
genus, grow every where in wild luxuriance and are coUec\:ed 
for fuel, as are alfo the larger kinds of Erica, or heaths, phyllicll,f, 
Brunias, polygalas, the Olea Capenjis, Euclea racemoja, Sophora, 
and many other arboreous plants that grow in great abundance 
both on the hills of the peninfula, and on the fandy ifthmus 
that connects it with the continent. The article of fuel is fo 
fcarce that a f mall cart load of thefe plants fells in the town 
from five to feven dollars, or twenty to eight-and-twenty 
fhillings. In moft families a flave is kept exprefsly for col
lecting fire wood. He goes out in the morning, afcends the 
fteep mountains of the peninfula, where waggons cannot ap
proach, and returns at night with two fmall bundles of faggots, 
the produce of fix or eight hours hard labour, fwinging at the 
two ends of a bamboo carried acrofs the fuoulder. Some 
families have two and even three flaves, whofe fole employment 
confifts in climbing the mountains in fearch of fuel. The 
expence of a few faggots, whether thus collected or purchafed 
by the load, for preparing vitl:uals only, as the kitchen alone 
has any fire place, amounts, in a moderate family, to forty or 
fifty pounds a-year. 

The addition to the inhabitants of five thoufand troops, and 
a large fleet ftationed at the Cape, has increafed the demand 
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for fuel to { uch a degree, that ferious apprehenfions have been 
entertained of fome deficiency lhortly happening in the fupply 
of this neceffary article. Under this idea the attention of the 
Englifu has been, for fome time paft, direll:ed towards finding 
out a fubftitute for wood. The appearance of all the moun
tains in Southern Africa, being particularly favorable to the 
fuppofition that foffil coal might be found 'in the bowels of moft 
of thofe inferior hills conneaed with, and interpofed between 
them and the fea, His Excellency the Earl of Macartney, well 
knowing how valuable an acquifition fuch a difcovery would 
prove to the colony, direaed a fearch to be made. Boring 
rods were prepared, and men from the regiments, who had 
laboured in the collieries of England, were feleaed to make the 
experiment. Wynbtrg, a tongue of land projeaing from the Table 
Mountain, was the f pot fixed on, and the rods were put 
down there through hard clay, pipe-clay, iron-ftone and fand
ftone, in fucceffive ftrata, to the depth of twenty-three feet. 
The operation of boring was then difcontinued by the difcovery 
of all:ual coal coming out, as miners exprefs it, to day, along 
the banks of a deep rivulet flowing out of the Tygerberg, a 
hill that terminates the ifthmus to the eaftward. The ftratum 
of coaly matter appeared to lie nearly horizontal. Immediately 
above it was pipe-clay and white fand-ftone; and it refted on a 
bed of indurated clay. It ran from ten inches to two feet in 
thicknefs ; differed in its nature in different parts : in fome 
places were dug out large ligneous blocks in which the traces of 
the bark, knots and grain were diftinaly vifible ; and in the 
very middle of thefe were imbedded pieces of iron pyrites, 
running through them in crooked veins, or lying in irregular 
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lumps. Other parts of the ftratum confifted of laminated coal 
of the nature of turf, fuch as by naturalifts would be called 
Lithanthrax, and pieces occurred that feemed to differ in nothing 
from that f pecies known in England by the name of Bovey 
coal. The ligneous part burned with a clear flame, without 
much fmell, and left a refiduum of light white afhes like thofe 
of dried wood. The more compal\: earthy and ftoney parts 
burned lefs clear, gave out a fulphureous fmell, and left 
behind a flaty caulk, that foon contracted on the furface a deep 
brown ochraceous cmft. The borer being put down in feveral 
places in hopes of meeting with the main bed of coal, the 
general refult was as follows : 

In the bed of the rivulet: 

Coal 
Blue foapy rock 
White foapy rock 
Grey fand-ftone with clay 
Sand-ftone of chocolate brown 
Blui{h foapy clay 
Striated fand, red and white, containing clay 

Feet. 

2 

s 
22 

21 

14 

31 
33 -

128 

Here the operation was difcontinued for the prefent. 

Moft of the European, and feveral of the tropical, fruits have 
already been introduced into the colony, and cultivated with 
fuccefs. In every month of the year the table may be fupplied 
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with at Jeaft ten different forts of fruit, green and dry. 
Oranges of two kinds, the common China and the fmall Man
darin, figs, grapes and guavas, are all very good ; peaches 
and apricots not bad. Thefe, when in feafon, are fold at the 
rate of one fhilling for I oo. Apples, pears, pomgranates, quinces 
and medlars, thrive well and bear plentifully, but are not very 
good. Few indeed are at the pains of grafting even the trees, 
but fuffer them to grow up from the feed. Plums and cherries 
that are produced in the colony are of an indifferent quality. 
Goofeberries and currants are faid to have been tried, but 
without fuccefs. The nectarine has not yet been introduced. 
Rafberries are tolerably good, but fcarce : and ftrawberries are 
brought to market every month of the year. There are no 
filberts nor common hazel nuts, but almonds, walnuts and 
chefnuts, all of good quality, are plentiful, as are alfo mulber
ries of a large fize and excellent flavour. 

The market is likewife tolerably well fupplied with moft of 
the European vegetables for the table, from the farms that lie 
fcattered along the eaftern fide of the peninfula, in number 
about forty or fifty. On fome of thefe farms are vineyards alfo 
of confiderable extent, producing, befides the fupply of the 
market with green and ripe grapes and prepared raifins, about 
{even hundred leaguers or pipes of wine a-year, each contain
ing 154 gallons. Of thefe from fifty to a hundred confift of a 
fweet lufcious wine, well known in England by the name of 
Conftantia, the produce of two farms lying clofe under the 
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mountains about mid-way between the two bays. The grape 
is the Mufcatel, and the rich quality of the wine is in part 
owing to the fituation and foil, and partly to the care taken in 
the manufacture. No fruit but fuch as is full ripe, no ftalks 
are fuffered to go under the prefs, precautions feldom taken by 
the other farmers of the Cape. 

The vineyards, gardens and fruiteries are divided into fmall 
fquares, and inclofed by cut hedges of oaks, quince trees, or 
myrtles, to break off the fouth-eaft winds of fummer, which, 
from their ftrength and drynefs, are found to be deleterious to 
vegetation ; but the grain is raifed on open grounds. The 
produce of this article on the peninfula is confined chiefly to 
barley which, in this country, is preferred to oats for feeding 
horfes. None of the common flat-eared barley has yet been 
introduced, but that hexangular kind only is known, which in 
fome parts of England is called heer, and in others hig. Corn 
is generally cultivated beyond the ifthmus and along the 
weftern coaft, within the great north and fouth chain of 
mountains. The remote diftricts beyond thefe furnilh a fupply 
of horfes, flieep, and horned cattle. 

The natural productions of the Cape Peninfula, in the vege
table kingdom, are perhaps more numerous, varied, and elegant, 
than on any other fpot of equal extent in the whole world. 
Of thefe, by the indefatigable labors of Mr. Malfon, his 
Majefty's botanic garden at Kew exhibits a choice collection; 
but many are ftill wanting to complete it. Few countries can 
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boaft of fo great a variety of the bulbous rooted plants as 
Southern Africa. In the month of September, at the clofe of 
the rainy feafon, the plains at the feet of the Table Mountain 
and on the weft fhore of Table Bay, called now the Green 
Point, exhibit a beautiful appearance. As in England the 
humble daify, in the fpring of the year, decorates the green 
fod, fo at the Cape, in the fame feafon, the whole furface is 
enlivened with the large Othonna, fo like the daif y as to be 
diftinguifhed only by a Botanift, fpringing up in myriads out 
of a verdant carpet, not however of grafs, but compofed gene
rally of the low creeping 'l'rifalium melilotos. The OxtJ!is cernua 
and others of the fame genus, varying through every tint of 
color from brilliant red, purple, violet, yellow, down to fnowy 
whitenefs, and the Hypoxis jlellata or ftar flower with its regular 
radiated corolla, fome of golden yellow, fome of a clear un
fullied white, and others containing in each Bower, white, 
violet, and deep green, are equally numerous, and infinitely 
more beautiful. Whilft thefe are involving the petals of their 
fuewy flowrets at the fetting of the fun, the modeft Ixia Cin
namomea, of which are two varieties, one called here the Cin
namon, and the other the evening, flower, that has remained 
clofed up in its brown calyx and invifible during the day, now 
expands its fmall white bloifoms, and fcents the air, throughout 
the night, with its fragrant odours. The tribe of Ixias are 
numerous and extremely elegant ; but none more fingular than 
Jhat , f pecies which bears a long upright fpike of pale green 
flowers. The Iris, the Mortea, .Antholiza, and Gladiolus, each 
furnHh a great variety of f pecies not lefs elegant nor graceful 
than the /xia. The Gladiolus, which is here called .Africaner, 
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is uncommonly beautiful with its tall waving f pike of ftriped 
flowers, and has alfo a fragrant fmell •. That f pecies of a deep 
crimfon is ftill more elegant. Of thofe genera which botanifta 
have diftinguifhed by the name of the liliaceous clafs, many are 
exceedingly grand and beautiful, particularly the .Amaryllis, of 
which there are feveral fpecies. The fides of the hills are finely 
fcented with the family of Geraniums ; the different fpecies of 
which, exhibiting fuch variety of foliage, once ftarted an idea 
that this tribe of plants alone might imitate in their leaves every 
genus of the vegetable world. 

The frutefcent, or fhrubby plants, that grow in wild luxu
riance, fome on the hills, others in the deep chaf ms of the 
mountains, and others on the fandy ifthmus, furnifh an endlefs 
variety for the tabors of the botanift. Of the numbers of this 
clafs of naturalifts, who have vifited the Cape, none have 
returned to Europe without having added to his collec\ion 
plants that were not defcribed nor known. The eye of a 
ftranger is immediately caught by the extenfive plantations of 
the Protea Argentea, whofe filver colored leaves, of the foft 
texture of fattin, gives it a diftinguifhed appearance among 
the deep foliage of the oak, and ftill deeper hue of the ftone 
pine. It is fingular enough that though the numerous f pecies of 
Protea be indifcriminately produced on almoft every hill of the 
colony, the filver tree fhould be confined to the feet of the 

• A fmall yellow Iris furnifl1es a root for the table, in fize and tafte not 

unlike a chefnut. Thefe fmall roots are called CJ_vntji1 by the colonifts, and 
that of the Aponeg,1011 d!Jlachion, which is alfo eaten, water UJntju. 

Table 

Digitized by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

Table Mountain alone> a circumftance that led to the fuppofition 
of its not being indigenous to the Cape : it has never yet, how
ever, been difcovered in any other part of the world. The 
tribe of heaths are uncommonly elegant and beautiful : they are 
met with equally numerous and flourifhing on the ftoney hills 
and fandy plains ; yet, unlefs raifed from feed, are with diffi
culty tranf planted into gardens. Little inferior to the heaths 
are the feveral f pecies of the genera to which botanifts have 
given the names of Polygala, Brunia, Dirfma, Borhonia, Clilfor
tia, and .dj)aragus; to which might be added a vaft variety of 
others, to be enumerated only in a work profeffedly written on 
the fubjea:. 

The peninfula of the Cape affords but a narrow field for the 
inquiries of the Zoologift. The wooded kloofs or clefts in the 
mountains frill give {helter to the few remaining troops of 
wolves and hyenas that not many years ago were very trouble
fome to the town. The latter, indeed, generally fliuns the ha
bitations of men; but the former, even yet, fometimes extends 
his nightly prowl to the very fkirts of the town, enticed by the 

dead cattle and offals from flaughter-houfes that are fliamefully 
fuffered to be left or thrown even at the fides of the public 
roads. In the caverns of the Table Mountain, and indeed in 
almoft every mountain of the colony, is found in confiderable 
number a fmall dufky-colored animal about the fize of a rab
bit, with fliort ears and no tail, called here the Das, and de
fcribed in the SJ/lema Naturt-e of Linmeu1 under the name of 
Hyrax Capenfis, and by Pennant under that of Cape Cavy. The 
flc1h is ufed for the table, but is black, dry, and of an indifferent 
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flavour. One f pecies of Antelope, called here the Grielbok or 
grizzled deer, frequents the thickets of the hills, and does no 
fmall injury at nights to the infant ihoots of the vine; and an
other fpecies of the name of DUiker or Diver, from the manner 
of its plunging and concealing itfelf among the bullies, is not 
uncommonly met with on the fandy ifthmus. Neither of thefe 
animals appear as yet to have been defcribed in any f yftematic 
work, though very common in every part of the colony, and 
often mentioned by travellers. The color of the Diiiker is 
wholly of a duflty brown ; is about three feet in length and two 
and a half in height : the male has horns {1:reight, black, nearly 
parallel, but diverging a little towards the points, four inches 
long, and annulated clofe to the bafe. The female has no 
horns ; length of the ears feven inches ; of the tail, five inches. 
The jinus lachrymalis, or fubocular indent, which moft of the 
antelopes have, is in this fpecies fo confpicuous that the Dutch 
fay it carries the gall-bladder under the eye. The Greilbok is 
of a grizzled or greyi!h color, the ground bright brown inter
fperfed with filver hairs ; length two feet nine inches ; height 
one foot nine inches ; ears five inches, black and naked; tail 
two inches ; the jinus lachrymalis very diftinlt. The male has 
horns four inches long, ftreight, fmooth, tapering to a point, 
black : the female has no horns. The Stecnbok, once the moft 
numerous of the antelope tribe that inhabited the peninfula, is 
now nearly extirpated from this part of Africa, though equally 
abundant with the other two beyond the ifthmus. This ani
mal is the .Antelope Grimmea of Pallas, and the Guinea antelope 
of Pennant. The horfes of the Cape are not indigenous, but 
were firft introduced from Java, and fince that, • at various 
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times, from different parts of the world. The grizzled and the 
black fpaniard firft brought hither, about twenty years ago, 
from South America, where the breed now runs wild over that 
ex ten five country, are the horfes that are moft efteemed for 
their beauty, their gentlenefs, and fervice. Though fmall, 
and often very ill-fed, they are capable of fuftaining a great 
degree of hard labor. Heavy waggons, however, are chiefly 
drawn by oxen. Thefe are all indigenous, except the breed 
from a few European cattle that have lately been introduced. 
The Cape ox is diftinguifhed by its long legs, high fhoulders, 
and large horns. 

The larger kinds of birds that hover round the fummit of the 
Table Mountain are vultures, eagles, kites, and crows, that affift 
the wolves in cleanfing the country uear the town of a nuifance 
that is tacitly permitted by the police. Ducks, teals, and fnipes 
are met with in the winter feafon about the pools and periodical 
lakes on the ifthmus. Turtle doves, a thrufu called the Sprew, 
and the Fifcal bird, the Laniu1 Collari,, frequent the gardens 
near the town. 

The market is conftantly fupplied with a variety of fea-fifu 
that are caught in the bay, and every where along the coaft. 
The Roman, a deep rofe-coloured perch, is confidered as the heft 
fifh in the colony, but is never caught except in Falfe-bay, and 
on the coaft to the eaftward of it *· Next to the Roman are the 

• It has one back fin with twelve (pines, and divided tail; a Giver band along 
each fide of the back fin, turning down to the belly, and a blue arched line over 
the upper mandible connefliog the two eyes. 
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red and the white Steenbrajfam1, or Stone-breams, two fpecie,s, 
or perhaps varieties only, of perches. They are taken from 
one to thirty pounds in weight. Of the fame genus there are 
feveral other f pecies, and all of them tolerably good. One of 
thefe called the Cabeljau, with the root of the petl:oral fins 
black, tail undivided, and one back fin, grows to the weight of 
forty pounds: another, called the Hottentot's fi!h, from its dirty 
brown color, with one back fin, and tail bifid, commonly runs 
about four pounds : another perch, called the Silver-fifh, has 
one back fin, and tail bifid ; ground of a rofe-colored tinge, 
with five longitudinal filver bands on each fide, defcribed pro
bably as the perca jlriata: and a fourth fpecies, called the 
Stompne111, with one back fin and tail bifid, is diftinguifhed by 
fix tranfverfe bands of black and white fpots down each fide. 
The Harder, a fpecies of Clupea, not unlike the common her
ring, is confidered as a good fifu ; and the Klip or rock-fifh, the 
Blenniu1 viviparu1, makes no bad fry*· The E!JI, the Scomber 
trachurus, fchad or horfe mackrell, has a good flavour, but is 
reckoned to be unwholefome food, and on that account feldom 
eaten. The Scomber Scomber, common mackrell, fometimes 
makes its appearance after bad weather in large 1hoals in the 
bay. The Springer is efteemed for the thick fat coating that 
lines the cavity of the abdomen. The Speering, a fpecies of 
.Antherina, is a fmall tranf parent fi1h with a broad band, refemb
ling a plate of filver, on each fide. The Knorhaen, a fpecies of 
'l'rigla, or Gurnard, with two ftrong f pines on the fore part of 

• Another Blennius, called the King Rock-6fh, is fometimes caught with the 
former, to which, from its fhape and refemblance to the Mur11na of the ancients, 
naturalifts have given the fpecific name of Muunoidu. 
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each eye, and two on the cover of the gills, is not a bad fi{h ; 
nor is the common Sole inferior here to that in Europe. Dol
phins are fometimes caught in the bay after a gale of wind. 
That fingular fpecies of Ray fi{h, the electrical torpedo, is well 
known to the fithermen by the frequent {lrokes they receive 
from treading on the fmall young ones that are often thrown 
upon the beach in the winter feafon. Another f pecies is ufed 
for the table and eaten by the Engli!h under the name of Skate. 
There is alfo in fome of the rivers of the country an electrical 
Silurus, but it is not eaten; and the Bagre, a fecond fpecies of 

Silurus, commonly caught in the bay, is confidered as poifon
ous *. A fpecies of bray-filh and different forts of crabs are 
plentiful and tolerably good. Mufcles of various kinds, and 
oyfters, abound on the fea-coaft ; the former of a high, ftrong 
flavour, but the latter fully as good as thofe of Europe ; they 
are, however, not to ln: p1ucunal iu «{Uantitic:s near the Cape. 
A fpecies of Ajlerias or Star-fi!h, and the paper Nautilus, are 
fometimes fent from hence to Europe to be placed in the 
cabinets of the curious ; as is alfo that fingular little animal 
called by naturalifts the Syngnathus Hippocampu,, and fometimes 
fea-horfe. 

Few lhells or marine productions are met with on this part 
of the coaft of Africa that would be confidered as rare by the 
naturalift. Small corallines, madrepores, f ponges, and other 
productions of marine animals, are frequently thrown up on 

• The S,orprena Cupt,yis, called here Ja,o/, Ewrtfon, is a firm, dry 6fh, but 
not very commonly ufcd. 
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the fhores of the bays, but fuch only as are commonly known. 
The fhells that mofily abound are of the univalve tribe. The 
patella genus is the moft plentiful ; and that large, beautiful, 
pearly £hell, the Halioti.r Midte, is very common. Cypreca, Vo

lutu, and Conu are alfo abundant. All thefe are collell:ed on the 
coaft near the Cape, and burnt into lime, there being no lime
fione on the whole peninfula, and none worth the labor of get
ting, and the expenditure of fuel neceff'ary for burning it, in 
any part of the colony. 

During the winter feafon whales are very plentiful in all the 
bays of Southern Africa, and give to the fifhermen a much eafier 
opportunity of taking them than in the open fea. They are 
fmaller and lefs valuable than thof e of the fame kind in the 
northern feas, but fufficiently fo to have engaged the attention 
of a Company 1:ttP.ly Pfb.hlilhPcl hf"rP. for carrying on a fifhery 
in Table Bay. They run in general from fifty to fixty feet in 
length, and produce from fix to ten tons of oil each: The 
bone of fuch fmall fi{h is not very valuable. It is remarked 
that all thofe which have yet been caught were females ; and 
it is fuppofed that they refort to the bays as places of fhelter to 
depofit their young. Seals were once plentiful on the rocky 
iflands of Falfe bay, as is ftill that curious animal the penguin, 
forming the link of connell:ion between the feathered and the 
finny tribe. 

lnfclh of almoft every defcription abound in the fummer 
months, and particularly a fpecies of locufi which infefl:s the 
gardens, devouring, if not kept under, every green thing that 
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comes in its way. Mufquitoes are lefs troublefome here than 
in moft warm climates, nor does their bite caufe much inflam
mation ; but a fmall fand fly, fo minute as fcarcely to be vifible, 
is a great torment to thofe who may have occafion to crofs 
among the fhrubbery of the Candy ifthmus. Lizards of various 
kinds, among which is the cameleon, are very abundant ; and 
fmall land-turtles are every where crawling about in the high 
roads and on the naked plains. Scorpions, fcolopendras, and 
large black fpiders, are among the noxious infects of the Cape ; 
and almoft all the fnakes of the country are venemous. 

The firft appearance of fo ftupendous a mafs of naked rock 
as the Table Mountain cannot fail to arreft, for a time, the 
attention of the moft indifferent obferver of nature from all 
inferior objed:s, and muft particularly intereft that of the mine
ralogift. As a defcription of this mountain will, with few varia
tions, anf wer to that of almoft all the great ranges in Southern 
Africa, it may not perhaps be thought too tedious to enter into 
a detail of its form, dimenfions, and conftituent parts. 

The name of Table Land is given by feamen to every hill or 
mountain whofe fummit prefents to the eye of the obferver a 
line parallel to the horizon. The north front of the Table 
Mountain, direll:ly facing the town, is a horizontal line, or very 
nearly fo, of about two miles in length. The bold face, that 
rifes almoft at right angles to meet this line, is fupported, as it 
were, by a number of projed:ing buttreifes that rife out of the 
plain, and fall in with the front a little higher than midway 
from the bafe. Thefe, and the divifion of the front, by two 
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great chafms, into three parts, a curtain flanked by two baf
tions, the firft retiring and the others projecting, give to it the 
appearance of the ruined walls of fome gigantic fortrefs. Thefe 
walls rife above the level of Table Bay to the height of 3582 
feet, as determined by Captain Bridges of the royal engineers, 
from a meafured bafe and angles taken with a good theodolite. 
The eaft fide, which runs off at right angles to the front, is 
fiill bolder, and has one point higher by feveral feet. The weft 
fide, along the fea-ihore, is rent into deep chaf ms, and worn 
away into a number of pointed maffes. In advancing to the 
fouthward about four miles, the mountain defcends in fteps or 
terraces, the loweft of which communicates by gorges with the 
chain that extends the whole length of the peninfula. The two 
wings of the front, one the Devil's Mountain, and the other 
the Lion's Head,make in fall:, with the Table, but one mountain. 
T~e depredations of time and the force of torrents having car
ried away the loofer and lefs compact parts, have difunited their 
fummits, but they are fiill joined at a very confiderable eleva
tion above the common bafe. The height of the firft is 33 I 5, 
and of the latter 2160 feet. The Devil's Mountain is broken 
into irregular points; but the upper part of the Lion's Head is 
a folid mafs of ftone, rounded and falhioned like a work of art, 
and refembling very much, from fome points of view, the 

dome of St. Paul's placed upon a high cone-ihaped hill. 

Thefe three mountains are compofed of a multitude of rocky 
ftrata piled on each other in large tabular maffes. Their exact 
horizontal pofition denote the origin of the mafs to be nep
tunian and not volcanic ; and that fince its firft formation no 
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convulfion of the earth has happened in this part of Africa fuf
ficient to have difturbed the nice arrangement of its parts. The 
ftrata of thefe poftdeluvian ruins, not being placed in the order 
of their fpecific gravity, might lead to the conclufion that they 
were depofited in fucceffive periods of time, were it not for the 
circumftance of their lying clofe upon each other without any 
intermediate veins of earthy or other extraneous materials. 
The ftratification of the Cape peninfula, and indeed of the whole 
colony, is arranged in the following order: 

The {bores of Table Bay, and the fubftratum of the plain on 
which the town is built, compofe a bed of a blue compacl: 
fchiftus, generally placed in parallel ridges in the direction of 
north-weft and fouth-eaft, but frequently interrupted by large 
maffes of a hard flinty rock of the fame color, belonging to that 
clafs of aggregated ftones propofed by Mr. Kirwan to be called 
granitelles. Fine blue flags, with whiti{h ftreaks, are procured 
from Robben lfland,in the mouth of Table Bay, which are ufed 
for fteps, and for paving the terraces in front of moft of the 
houfes. 

Upon the fchiftus lies a body of ftrong clay colored with 
iron from a pale yellow to deep red, and abounding with 
brown foliated mica. Embedded in the clay are immenfe 
blocks of granite fo loofely cemented together that the con
ftituent parts are eafily feparable by the hand. The mica, the 
fand, and indeed the whole bed of clay, feem to have been 
formed from the decompofition of the granite. Between the 
Lion's Head and the fea are vaR: maifes of tbefe aggregated 
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ftones entirely expofed. Moft of them are rent and falling 
afunder from their own weight: others are completely hol
lowed out fo as to be nothing more than a cruft or fhell ; and 
they have almoft invariably a fmall aperture on that fide of the 
fione which faces the bottom of the hill or the fea-fhore. 
Such excavated blocks of coarfe granite are very common on 
the hills of Africa, and are frequently inhabited by runaway 
flaves. 

Refting on the granite and clay is the firft horizontal firatum 
of the Table Mountain, commencing at about five hundred 
feet above the level of the fea. It is filiceous fand-ftone of a 
dirty yellow color. Above this is a deep brown fand-ftone, 
containing calciform ores of iron, and veins of hematite run
ning through the folid rock. Upon this refts a mafs, of about a 
thoufand feet in height, of a whitHh-grey fhining granular 
quartz, mouldering away in many places by expofure to the 
weather, and in others paffing into fand-ftone. The fummit of 
the mountain has entirely undergone the tranfition into fand
fione; and the fkeletons of the rocks, that have hitherto refilled 
the ravages of time, are furrounded by myriads of oval-fhaped 
and rounded pebbles of femitranf parent quartz that were once 
embedded in them. Thofe pebbles having acquired their 
rounded form by frid:ion when the matrix, in which they are 
fiill found buried, had not aff umed the form and confiftence of 
ftone ; and the fituation of this ftratified matrix on blocks of 
primreval granite, clearly point out a grand revolution to have 
taken place on the furface of the globe we inhabit. No organ
ized remains, however, of the Old World, fuch as fhells buried 
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in the rock, petrefaaions of filhes, or impreffions of plan~ 
appear on the fides of the Table Mountain, as has been 
alferted. 

To thofe whom mere curiofity, or the more laudable defire 
of acquiring information, may tempt to make a vifit to the 
fummit of the Table Mountain, the heft and readieft accefs will 
be found direaly up the face next to the town. The afcent 
lies through a deep chafm that divides the curtain from the left 
baftion. The length of this ravine is about three-fourths of a 
mile ; the perpendicular cheeks at the foot more than a thou
fand feet high, and the angle of afcent about forty.five degrees. 
The entrance into this deep chafm is grand and awful. The 
two fides, diftant at the lower part about eighty yards from each 
other, converge within a few feet at the portal, which opens 
upon the fummit, forming two lines of natural perfpective. 
On paffing this portal, a plain of very confiderable extent fpreads 
out, exhibiting a dreary wafte and an infipid tamenefs, after 
quitting the bold and romantic fcenery of the chafm. And the 
adventurer may perhaps feel ftrongly dif pofed to aik himfelf if 
fuch be all the gratification he is to receive for having under
gone fo great a fatigue in the afcent. The mind, however, 
will foon be relieved at the recollel\.ion of the great command 
given by the elevation ; and the eye, leaving the immediate 
fcenery, will wander with delight round the whole circum
ference of the horizon. On approaching the verge of the 
mountain-

" How fearful 
" And dizzy 'tis to caft one's eyes fo low I 

• • • • • 
"The 

Digitized by Google 



TRAVELS IN 

" The 6thermcn that walk upon the beach 
" Appear like mice i and yon tall anchoring bark 
" Diminiili'd to her cock. • • • 

• • • " The murmuring furge, 
" That on the unnumber'd idle pebbles chafes, 
" Cannot be heard fo high." 

All the objell:s on the plain below are, in fact, dwindled 
away to the eye of the f pecl:ator into littlenef& and infignificance. 
The flat-roofed houfes of Cape Town, dif po fed into formal 
clumps, appear like thofe paper fabrics which children are 
accuftomed to make with cards. The lhrubbery on the fandy 
ifthmus looks like dots, and the farms and their enclofures as fo 
many lines, and the more-hnifhed parts of a plan drawn on 

paper. 

On the f wampy parts of the flat fummit, between the maffes 
of rock, are growing f everal forts of handfome lb rubs. The 
Centta mucronata, a tall, elegant, fruitefcent plant, is peculiar to 
this fituation ; as is alfo that fpecies of heath called the PhJ/odu, 
which, with its clufters of white flowers glazed with a glutinous 
coating, exhibits in the funfhine a very beautiful appearance. 
Many other heaths, common alfo on the plains, feemed to 
thrive equally well on this elevated fituation as in a milder 
temperature. The air on the fummit, in the clear weather of 
winter, and in the lhade, is generally about fifteen degrees of 
Fahrenheit's fcale lower than in Cape Town. In the fummer 
feafon the difference is much greater, when that well-known 
appearance of the fleecy cloud, not inaptly called the Table 
Cloth, envelopes the fummit of the mountain. 

A fingle 
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A fingle glance at the topography of the Cape and the adja
cent country will be fufficient to explain the caufe of this phe
nomenon which has fo much the appearance of fingularity. 
The mountainous peninfula is connected with a ftill more 
mountainous continent, on which the great ranges run parallel 
to, and at no great diftance from, the fea-coaft. In the heat of 
the fummer feafon, when the fouth-eaft monfoon blows ftrong 
at fea, the water taken up by evaporation is borne in the air to 
the continental mountains, where, being condenfed, it refts on 
their fummits in the form of a thick cloud. This cloud, and a 
low denfe bank of fog on the fea, are the precurfors of a fimi
lar, but lighter, fleece on the Table Mountain, and of a ftrong 
gale of wind in Cape Town from the fouth-eaft. Thefe effeas 
may be thus accounted for : The condenfed air on the fummit 
of the mountains of the continent rufhes, by its fuperior gra
vity, towards the more rarified atmofphere over the ifthmus, and 
the vapor it contains is there taken up and held invifible or in 
tranfparent folution. From hence it is carried by the fouth .. 
eaft wind towards the Table and its neighbouring mountains, 
where, by condenfation from decreafed temperature and con
cuffion, the air is no longer capable of holding the vapor with 
which it was loaded, but is obliged to let it go. The atmof .. 
phere on the fummit of the mountain becomes turbid, the cloud 
is fhortly formed, and, burned by the wind over the verge of 
the precipice in large fleecy volumes, rolls down the fteep fides 
towards the plain, threatening momentarily to deluge the town. 
No fooner, however, does it arrive, in its defcent, at the point 
of temper,ture equal to that of the atmofphere in which it has 
ftoated over the iflhmus, than it is once more taken up and 
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" vanithes into air-to thin air." Every other part of the 
hem if phere fhews a clear blue fky undifturbed by a fingle 
vapor. 

Though it has been ufual to confider the year at the Cape 
as confifting of two periods, called the good and the bad mon
foon, yet, as thefe are neither regular in their returns, nor cer
tain in their continuance, the divifion into four feafons, as in 
Europe, fhould appear to be much more proper. The f pring, 
reckoned from the beginning of September to that of December, 
is the moft agreeable feafon. The Cummer, from December to 
March, is the hotteft. The: autumn, from March to June, is 
variable weather, generally fine, and the latter part very plecr 
fant. And the winter, from June to September, though in 
general pleafant, is frequently very ftormy, rainy, and cold. 
The two moft powerful winds are the north-weft and fouth
eaft. The firft generally commences towards the end of May, 
and blows occafionally till the end of Auguft, and fometimes 
through the month of September. The fouth-eaft predomi
nates the reft of the year, and, when the cloud fhews itfelf on 
the mountain, blows in fqualls with great violence. In the 
midft of one of thefe ftorms the appearance of the heavenly 
bodies, as obferved by the Abbe de la Caille, is ftrange and 
terrible: " The ftars look larger, and feem to dance; the moon 
" has an undulating tremor; and the planets have a fort of 
" beard like comets." Effects fuch as thefe are not confined to 
the Cape alone, but are, in many parts of the world, among 
the terrific accompaniments of a ftorm, and are probably 
occafioned by looking at the objects through a medium 
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that is loaded with vapor, and moving along with great 
velocity. 

The approach of winter is firft obferved by the fouth-eaft 
winds becoming lefs frequent, lefs violent, and blowing clear, 
or without the fleecy cloud upon the mountain. Dews then 
begin to fa11 very heavy, and thick fogs hang in the mornings 
about the hills. The north-weft winds feel raw and cold, and 
increafe at length to a ftorm, with heavy rain, thunder, and 
lightning, continuing generally for two or three days. \Vhen 
the weather brightens up, the mountains on the continent 
appear with their tops buried in fnow : the Table has alfo a 
fprinkling of fnow or hail about the fummit. At fuch times 
the thermometer, about fun-rife, ftands in the town at 40°, and 
will probably afcend, towards the middle of the day, to 70°, 

making a variation in temperature of 30 degrees in the courfe 
of five or fix hours. The general ftandard, however, for the 
three winter months may be reckoned from 50° at fun-rife to 
60° at noon ; and in the very middle of fummer it varies from 
70° to 90°, but generally refts for days together at 83° or 84°. 
It has been known to exceed 100° in Cape Town; but inftances 
of fo high a degree of temperature have been very rare. The 
heat of Cummer is feldom oppreffive. The mornings are fome
times clofe and fultry, but the nights are always cool. The 
fouth-eaft breeze ufually f prings up towards the middle of the 
day, and dies away in the evening. When thefe winds blow 
with violence, and the cloud appears on the mountain, their 
greateft ftrength is when the fun has patfed the meridian 
about 30 degrees, and they continue in fqualls till mid-

G night. 
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night. From November to April a fhower of rain fcarcely 
ever falls. 

The barometer ftands higher in the clear cold days of winter 
than in the fettled ferene weather of fummer. The height of 
the column of mercury varies, in the former feafon, from 29,46 
to 30,35 inches, one point indicating a ftorm with rain, thun
der, and lightning; and the other, fettled fair weather. The 
changeable point is about 29,95 or 30 inches. The greateft 
range being only 89 hundred parts of an inch, the flighteft 
alteration in the ftate of the barometer is fore to indicate a 
change of weather. The range of the mercury, in the fummer 
feafon, is ftill lefs, being fcarcely ever above 30,10, or below 
29,74 inches. The fouth-eaft gales of wind feldom occafion a 
change of more than 15 hundred parts of an inch. Happy for 
the inhabitants of Cape Town that by thefe winds a conftant 
circulation of the air is kept up during the fummer months, 
without which the reflecl:ed heat from the naked front of the 
Table Mountain would make the town infupportable. 

Moft of the fatal difeafes that prevail among the natives 
fiiould appear to proceed rather from their habits of life than 
from any real unhealthinefs in the climate. Nothing could 
afford a ftronger proof of this conclufion than the circumftance 
of there not having been one fick man in the general military 
hof pital for feveral months, and not more than a hundred in 
the regimental hofpitals out of five thoufand troops ; and thefe, 
according to the reports of the furgeons, were complaints gene
rally brought on by too free an ufe of the wines and fpirituous 
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liquors of the country, of which their pay enables them to 
procure an excefs. The fudden change of temperature, efpe
cially from heat to cold, may perhaps be one of the caufes of 
confumptive complaints which are very frequent in all claffes 
and ages. But the common difeafe to which thofe of the 
middle age are fubject, is the dropfy. A confined and feden
tary life ; eating to excefs, twice and commonly thrice a-day, 
of animal food fwimming in fat, or made up into high-feafoned 
difhes ; drinking raw ardent f pirits ; fmoking tobacco ; and, 
when fatiated with indulging the fenfual appetite, retiring in 
the middle of the day to fleep ; feldom ufing any kind of exer
cife, and never fuch as might require bodily exertion,-are the 
ufual habits in which a native of the Cape is educated. An 
apoplexy or a fchirrous liver are the confequences of fuch 
intemperance. The former is feldom attended with immediate 
diffolution on account of the languid ftate of the conftitution ; 
but it generally terminates in a dropfy, which fhortly proves 
fatal. The difeafes to which children are moft fubjecl: are 
eruptions of different kinds, and fore throats. Neither the 
fmall-pox nor the meafles are endemic ; the former has made 
its appearance but twice or thrice fince the efiablifhment of the 
Colony, but the latter has found its way much more frequently. 
Great caution has always been ufed by the government againft 
their being introduced by foreign fhips calling at the Cape. In
ftances of longevity are very rare, few exceeding the period of 
fixty years. The mortality in Cape Town, taken on the average 
in the laft eight years, has been about two and a half in a hun .. 
dred among the white inhabitants, and under three in a hundred 
among the flaves. Thofe in the latter condition, who live in the 
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town, are in general well fed, well clothed, not much expofed to 
the weather, nor put to hard labor. Others in the country, whofe 
principal food confifts of black fandy bread, and the offals of 
butchers' meat, who labor from morning to night in the field, 
and thofe alfo who follow the arduous and daily taflt of gather
ing wood on the expofed fides of the mountains, or in the 
bot fands, are fubjed: to bilious fevers of which they feldom 
recover. 

Few die by the hands of juftice. In the laft eight years I Jo 

have been fentenced to death, 33 of whom were publicly 
executed, and thefe were chiefly flaves. The reft were con
demned to labor during life at the public works. The confef
fion of a crime, where ftrong and concurring evidence could 
not be produced, was fometimes extorted by the torture ; and 
breaking on the wheel was a capital punifhment. Thefe were 
faid to be feldom put in prad:ice ; yet at the time they were 
abolilhed, by order of His Majefty, the Court of Juftice urged 
the neceffity of their continuance, as proper engines of terror 
for preventing the commiffion of capital crimes, which, they 
thought, fimple ftrangling with a cord would be infufficient to 
effect. Contrary, however, to the opinion of the Court of J uftice, 
there have been fewer executions, fince the abolition of the 
rack and torture, than had taken place in an equal period for 
many years before : So much fo, indeed, that one of the public 
executioners made an application for a penfion in lieu of the 
emoluments he ufed to receive for the breaking of legs and 
arms. The fate of the other hangman was fingular enough : 
On hearing that the abolition of the rack and torture was likely 
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to take place, he waited upon the chief magiftrate to know 
from him whether it was the fafhion among the Englifh to 
break on the wheel. A few days after this he was found hang
ing in his room. It was thought that the fear of ftarving, for 
want of employment, on account of his having held fuch an 
odious office, had operated fo powerfully on his mind as to 
have led him to the perpetration of felf-murder. Under the 
idea of conveying terror into the minds of the multitude, the 
place of execution is erected clofe to the fide of the great 
avenue leading into the town. The firft object that prefents 
itfelf to a ftranger, after paffing the Caftle, is a large gallows 
Banked by wheels and engines of death-objects not well 
adapted for impreffing any very favorable opinion either of the 
humanity of the people or the lenity of their laws. Though 
the cuftom of moft European nations may have fan8ioned 
public punifhments, as warnings againft the commiffion of 
crimes, the conftant expofure of the inftruments of death can 
have little £hare in producing this effect. The human mind, 
by long habit, becomes reconciled to objects that, for a time, 
might have created difguft and dif may; and nothing is more 
likely to happen than that the unreflecting part of the multi
tude fhould turn into a fource of ridicule, when made too 
familiar to them, what was intended to convey the fenfation 
of terror. 

There is, perhaps, no part of the world, out of Europe, where 
the introdu6:ion of flavery was lefs neceffary than at the Cape 
of Good Hope. Nor would it ever have found its way into 
this angle of Africa, had the fame fpirit of Batavian induftry, 

which 

Digitized by Google 



<4-6 TRAVELS IN 

which raifed a wealthy and populous republic out of the fea, 
impreffed the minds of thofe who firft formed the fettlement. 
A temperate climate, a fenile foil, a mild and peaceable race of 
natives, were advantages that few infant colonies have poffeffed ; 
and, as they ftill exift, may one day yet be turned to account. 
To encourage __ ~hE__nat!!~~o__!,t~~t~!SJ_I! ufeful lab~r, _l:>y giving 
them an intereft in t_h~. pr~~t).~~ o(!hat labor ; to make them 

. - - ,. --~ .. --.--~--·---·- ------
experience the comforts of civilized life, and to feel t~~y .~ave a 
place and a value i9_[09ety, which the miferahle policy of the 
Dutch government denied to them, would be the fore means 
of diminifhing and, in time, of entirely removing the neceffity 
of flavery. Few negroes, in fact, have been imported fince the 
capture, and thofe few by accident, or by f pecial permiffion : 
and as the increafed demand for colonial produce has required 
a proportional increafe of labor, they now bear moft extrava
gant prices. From one hundred to four hundred pounds fter
ling is daily paid for a flave in Cape Town; yet it is not un
ufual to find from twenty to thirty in one houfe. Some of 
thefe, indeed, are artificers, and are hired out at certain rates 
for the day, week, or month. The moil active and docile, but 
the mofl: dangerous, £laves, are the Malays. They are faithful, 
honefi, and indufirious; but fo impatient of injury, and fo 
capricious, that the flighteft provocation will fometimes drive 
them into fits of phrenzy, during the continuance of which it 
would be unfafe to come within thdr reach. The revengeful 
fpirit of a Malay was firongly marked by an occurrence which 
happened a fhort time ago. Conceiving that he not only had 
fcrved his mafier fufficiently long, and with great fidelity, but 
had alfo paid him feveral fums of money, he was tempted to 
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demand his liberty, and met with a refufal. The following 
morning the Malay murdered his fellow-flave. On being 
taken and brought up for examination before a commiffion of 
the Court of J uftice, he acknowledged that the boy he had 
murdered was his friend ; but he had confidered that the moft 
effell:ual way to be revenged of his mafter was, not by taking 
away his life, but by robbing him of the value of a thoufand 
rixdollars, by the lofs of the boy, and another thoufand by 
bringing himfelf, in fo doing, to the gallows, the recollell:ion 
of which would prey upon his avaricious mind for the remain
der of his life. 

The effects that a ftate of flavery invariably produces on the 
minds and habits of a people, born and educated in the midft 
of it, are not lefs felt at the Cape than in the warmer climates. 
Among the upper ranks it is the cuftom for every child to have 
its fiave, whofe fole employment is to humour its caprices, and 
to drag it about from place to place left it fhould too foon dif
cover for what purpofes nature had beftowed on it legs and 
arms. Even the lower clafs of people objell: to their children 
going out as fervants, or being bound as apprentices to learn 
the ufeful trades, which, in their contrall:ed ideas, would be 
confidered as condemning them to perform the work of flaves. 

The education of youth has hitherto been very much ne
glell:ed. The government never hit upon any fuccefsful plan 
for the eftablifhment of public fchools ; and the individual had 
no other ambition but that of qualifying his fons, by writing 
and accounts, to become fervants of the Company. This body 

of 

Digitized by Google 



TRAVELS IN 

of merchants had a number of perfons in their employ who 
were very ill paid. Their falaries indeed were infufficient to 
afford them a bare fubfifience; but it tacitly allowed them to 
negociate for themfelves. The confequence of fuch a condul\ 
was, that each became a kind of petty dealer. Each had his 
little private fhop in fome corner of his houfe. The moft pal

try articles were in the lift of their commodities for fate ; and 
thofe who ranked high in the government, and aff umed a firing 
of full-founding epithets to their names, felt no fort of indig
nity in retailing the produce of their gardens; not indeed avow
edly, but through the medium of their flaves. In fall, the 
minds of every clafs, the governor, the clergy, the fifcal, and the 
fecretary of the court of juftice excepted, were wholly bent on 
trade. Koopman or merchant was a title that conferred rank at 
the Cape, to which the military even afpired. On this fubjel\: 
the ideas of the Dutch differ widely from thofe of the Chinefe, 
who have degraded the merchant into the very loweft order of 
their fociety. 

That portion of the day, not employed in the concerns of 
trade, is ufually devoted to the gratification of the fenfual appe
tites. Few have any tafte for reading, and none for the culti
vation of the fine arts. They have no kind of public amufe
ments except occafional balls ; nor is there much focial inter
courfe but by family parties, which ufually confift of card
playing or dancing. Money-matters and merchandize engrofs 
their whole converfation. Yet none are opulent, though many 
in eaf y circumftances. There are no beggars in the whole co
lony ; and but a few who are the objel\s of public charity. 
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The fubfiftence for thefe is derived from the intereft of a fund 
eftablilhed out of the church fuperfluities, from alms, donations, 
and collections made after divine fervice, and not from any tax 
laid upon the public. Except, indeed, a few colonial affeff
ments for the repairs of the ftreets and public works, the inha
bitants of the Cape have little drawback on their profits or the 
produce of their labour. The luxury of a carriage and horfes, 
which in England is attended with an enormous expence, is 
kept up here for a trifle after the firft coft. Thofe in the town 
that are ufed only for lhort excurfions, or for taking the air> 
are open, and calculated for four or fix perfons. :For making 
joumies they have a kind of light waggon covered with fail
cloth, and fufficiently large to hold a whole family with clothes 
and provifions for feveral days. The coachman is generally 
one of thofe people known in the colony by the name of Bef
taard.r, being a mixed breed between a Hottentot woman and 
European man, or a Hottentot woman and a flave. They make 
moft excellent drivers, and think nothing of turning lhort cor
ners, or of galloping through narrow avenues, with eight in 
hand. The ladies f eldom take the exercife of riding on horfe
back, that exercife being confidered as too fatiguing. They 
generally confine themfelves to the houfe during the day, 
and walk the Mall in the public garden in the cool of the 
evening. 

It has been the remark of moft travellers that the ladies of 
the Cape are pretty, lively, and good-humoured ; poffeffing 
little of that phlegmatic temper which is a principal trait in the 
national character of the Dutch. The difference in the manners 
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and appearance of the young men and the young women, in 
the fame family, is inconceivably great. The former are 
clumfy in their fuape, aukward in their carriage, and of an un
fociable difpofition ; whilft the latter are generally of a fmall 
delicate form, below the middle fize, of eaf y and unaffecl:ed 
manners, well dreffed, and fond of focial intercourfe, an indul
gence in which they are feldom reftrained by their parents, and 
which they as feldom turn to abufe. They are here indeed 
Jefs dependant on, and lefs fubjecl: to, the caprice of parents 
than elfew here. Primogeniture entitles to no advantages ; but 
all the children, male and female, fuare alike in the family pro
perty. No parent can difinherit a child without affigning, on 
proof, one at leaft of the fourteen reafons enumerated in the 
Juftinian Code. By the law of the colony, a community of all 
property, both real and perfonal, is fuppofed to take place on 
the marriage of two perfons, unlefs the contrary ihould be parti
cularly provided againft by folemn contract made before mar
riage. Where no fuch contract exifts, the children, on the 
death of either parent, are entitled to that half of the joint pro
perty which was fuppofed to belong to the deceafed, and which 
cannot be withheld on application after they are come of age. 

It is but juftice to the young females of the Cape to remark, 
that many of them have profited much more than could be 
expected from the limited means of education that the place 
affords. In the better families, moft of them are taught mufic, 
and fome have acquired a tolerable degree of execution. Many 
underftand the French language, and fome have made great 
proficiency in the Englilh. They are expert at the needle, at 

all 

Digitized by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

all kinds of lace, knotting, and tambour work, and in general 
make up their own dreifes, following the prevailing fafhions of 
England brought from time to time by the female paifengers 
bound to India, from whom they may be faid to 

" Catch the manners li•ing as they rife." 

Neither are the other fex, while boys, deficient in vivacity or 
talent ; but for want of the means of a proper education, to 
open their minds and excite in them a defire of knowledge, 
they foon degenerate into the common routine of eating, fmok
ing, and fleeping. Few of the male inhabitants aifociate with 
the Englifh, except fuch as hold employments under the govern
ment. This backwardnefs may be owing in part to the differ
ent habits of the two nations, and partly, perhaps, to the reluc
tance that a vanquilhed people muft always feel in mixing with 
their conquerors. No real caufe, however, of complaint or dif
affell:ion could poffibly be alleged againft the Englifh govern
ment at the Cape. No new taxes have been impofed fince the 
conqueft; but, on the contrary, fome of the old ones have 
been diminifhed, and others modified. The demand and value 
of every produll:ion of the colony have very confiderably in
creafed, while the articles of import have fallen, in their prices. 
More than 200,000 rixdollars of arrears in rent of land have 
been remitted to the inhabitants by the Britilh government, as 
well as 180,000 rixdollars of dubious debts. They have pre

ferved their laws and their religion, both of which continue to 
be adminiftered by their own people. They enjoy as great a 
fhare of rational liberty as men, bound to each other, and to 
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the whole, by the ties that a ftate of fociety necetfarily impofes, 
could poffibly expect, and much greater than under their for
mer government. Property has been fecure in every inftance, 
and has been raifed to double its former value : and none has 
the lofs of life of any friend or relation to lament at the time of, 
or fince, the capture. Their paper currency, fabricated by the 
government in order to get over a temporary diftrefs, but which 
it had never been able to take out of circulation, bore a depre
ciation of 40 per cent. and a filver dollar was fcarcely to be 
feen. The former is now at par with f pecie, and not lefs 
than two millions of the latter have been fent from England and 
thrown into circulation. Every perfon enjoys his fhare of the 
general profperity. The proprietor of houfes in town has more 
than doubled his rent ; and the farmer in the country, where 
formerly he received a rixdollar for each of his fheep, now re
ceives three. Four years of increafing profperity, of uninter
rupted peace and domeftic tranquillity, have been the happy lot 
of the inhabitants of the Cape of Good Hope. 

Scenes very different from thefe would, in all probability, 
have been exhibited here, had not the Englifh taken potfeffion 
of the colony at the very time they were ripe for execution. 
Jacobinifm, or fubverfion of all order, had induftrioufly been 
propagated by the ill-dif po fed, among the ignorant part of the 
colonifts, both in the town and country diftrill:s. A weak and 
timid government, infiead of crufhing it in its infancy, fuffered 
it to grow to maturity. Its principal officers were inf ulted 
with impunity. The Landrofis, or Chief Magifirates of the 
police in the country, were driven out of their difirill:s, and the 
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farmers refufed to pay the rents of the loan lands. Profcribed 
lifts were actually made out of fuch as were firft to fuffer ; and 
the flaves were anxioufly waiting for the fignal of a general 
emancipation. Even after the capture the people of the diftant 
diftricl: of GraaffReynet had indignantly ufed, and then turned 
away, the landroft and the clergyman that had been appointed 
and fent thither by Sir James Craig, who immediately ordered 
a detachment of light infantry with a fquadron of dragoons to 
march to the Drofdy. Intimidated at the news of fuch a mea
fure, they fent a fupplicating letter, figned by fome of the prin
cipal inhabitants, praying that the troops might 'be recalled, and 
promifing good order and obedience to the laws. 

About this time (May 1797) the Earl of Macartney arrived at 
the Cape to take charge of his government ; and one of his firft 
meaf ures was that of fending back to Graaff Reynet the fame 
landroft whom they had expelled, in order to convince them 
that the Britifh government, though lenient and juft in its pro
ceedings, was not lefs firm in carrying them into execution. 
In addition to the political motives which induced his Excel
lency to fend his own fecretary in company with the landroft, 
he thought it at the fame time a fair opportunity for fupplying 
fome information refpecl:ing the diftant parts of the colony, and 
the countries bordering upon it, hitherto fo little vifited, and fo 
imperfell:ly known. His inftrull:ions, on this occafion, em
braced a variety of objell:s, as well for the fcientific inquirer as 
for the promotion of the public benefit : and fuould the fol. 
lowing pages be found to contain nothing conducive to the 
ends propofed by thefe inftrucl:ions, the fault muil: reft folely 
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on the perfon who had the honor to receive them. As faas 
locally colletled, they have been thought worthy to be laid 
before the public. The obfervations and refleaions upon the 
faaa are fuch as occurred when the impreffion they made, on 
the f pot, was ftrongeft on the mind. Since that time they have 
undergone but little alteration, and are therefore confidered as 

fletcbes only, to be filled up and finifhed by future travellers: 
and they are fubmitted to the public more with the confciouf
nefs of truth than of any literary attainments in the writer. 
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CHAP. II. 

Slttcbes on a journey from 'Ibt Cape of Good Hope, acroji the 
Karroo, or Arid Diftrt, to tbt Drefdy ofGraajf Rtyntt. 

THOUGH the rains ufually commence about the beginning 
of May, in the prefent year the whole month of June was a 
feries of fine pleafant weather; unfavorable, however, to the 
hufuandman, and not lefs fo to the traveller, who may have 
before him a long journey over the uninhabited deferts of 
Africa, and muft necelfarily make daily ufe of the fame cattle, 
either in the team, or to travel along with him as relays. 
The efl:abli1hed mode of performing fuch long journies, in 
this colony, is in covered waggons drawn by bullocks. 
The carriages made for this purpofe are very expenfive ; but 
they are well confl:rucl:ed to bear hard fervice, to run light, and 
are fufficiently commodious and fpacious to contain all the 
neceffaries that may be wanted on a long journey, and alfo a 
cot, or matrafs, for fleeping upon. Such a carriage is com
monly drawn by a team, or Jj,an, as it is termed in the colony, 
of ten or twelve oxen. Each day's journey is called a jkrdf; 
and the length of thefe is generally regulated by local circum
ftances, being from five to fifteen hours. It is cuftomary alfo 
to travel in the night, that the cattle may have the advantage of 
the day to graze, or rather to broufe, among the ihrubbery ; 
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for many parts of the country, particularly after a feries of dry 
weather, produce not a fingle blade of grafs. The bitter, four, 
and faline plants, than which the arid foil of an African defert 
produces nothing better, conftitute oft times their only food for 
weeks together ; and to the ufe of thefe may probably be 
owing the offenfive breath that the ox of the colony is gene
rally obferved to have. In Europe, the fweetnefs of the breath 
of horned cattle is almoft proverbial. In Africa it is remarked 
to be altogether as naufeous. The bad quality of the water, 
which in the defert plains is never met with pure, but impreg
nated with faline or earthy matter, may alfo contribute in pro
ducing this effell:. The fpeed of an ox in the waggon, where 
the country is tolerably level, and the furface hard, is full three 
miles an hour, at which rate he will continue for ten or twelve 
hours without halting. 

The firft day of July was fixed upon for our departure from 
the Cape ; and the preceding month was employed in making 
the neceifary preparations, fitting up three waggons, and in 
procuring draught oxen, which at this feafon of the year, after 
the long drought, were fcarce and extremely lean. Btylaard.r 
for drivers, and Hottentots to lead the foremoft pair in the 
team, and to take care of the relays, were very difficult to be 
procured, but indifpenfibly neceifary. Every thing, however, 
was in readinefs on the day fixed, though it was night before 
the waggons left the town ; and the oxen were fo miferably 
bad, that before they had proceeded three miles, two of them 
dropped in the yokes, and were obliged to be left behind. In 
feven hours they had only advanced about fifteen miles, to a 
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place called Stickland, where Sir James Craig had caufed 
fi:abling for feveral troops of dragoons, and ftone-buildings for 
the officers and men, to be erected, as a place of great import
ance in cafe of an attack from a powerful enemy. This ftation 
is at the fouth point of a range of hills called the Tigerberg or 
Tiger Mountain, that terminates, on this fide, the fandy ifth
mus. At the feet of the hills, and in the vallies formed by 
them, are feveral pleafant farms, with gardens well ftored with 
vegetables for the table, fruiteries, vineyards, and extenfive corn 
lands. As none of the latter are inclofed there is a general appear
ance of nakednefs in the country, which, if planted with foreft
trees, as the oak and the larch, and divided by fences, would 
become fufficiently beautiful, as nature in drawing the outline 
bas performed her part. The fandy Bat, of which the Tiger
berg forms the boundary, is applied to no ufe but that of fur
nHhing a part of the fupply of fuel for the town, and for the 
country people and butchers occafionally to turn their cattle 
upon. It is a prevailing opinion at the Cape, that this ifthmus, 
which now feparates the two principal bays, was once covered 
with the fea, making, at that time, the Cape promontory a com
plete ifland. The Batnefs and little elevation of the furface, 
the quantity of fand upon it, and the number ~f fhells buried 
in the fand, have been urged as the grounds for fuch a conjec
ture. If, however, fuch has been the cafe, and the retreat of 
the fea progreffive, it is an incalculable period of time fince the 
two bays have been united. The furface is from 20 to 30 feet 
above the level of high-water mark; the fand upon it, except 
where it is drifted into ridges, is feldom three feet deep, and 
generally refts on fand-ftone or hard gravel, bound together, 
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and coloured yellow or brown with iron. The vegetable re
mains, wafhed by the rains into the hollows, form in places 
bogs or peat-mofs, and the water in them is of a deep claret
colour, and fometimes black. I ne'1er met with any fhells on 
any part of the ifthmus ; but the prefence of thefe is no argu
ment of their having been brought there by the fea. Many 
thoufand waggon-loads of ihells may be met with in various 
places along the eaftern coaft, in fituations that are feveral hun
dred feet above the level of the fea. They are generally found 
in the greateft quantities in fheltered caverns, a circumftance 
that might lead to the fuppofition of the original inhabitants of 
the country being a fort of Troglodytes, as indeed the favage 
Hottentots of the interior in fome degree A:ill are. The fact is, 
they are carried from the coaft into thefe elevated fituations by 
the myriads of fea-fowl that frequent the African fhores. At 
Mufcle-bay is a remarkable cavern containing an immen.fe 
quantity of different kinds of £hells peculiar to the coaft ; above 
the level of which it is not lefs than three hundred feet ; and 
behind the Lion's Head, at the fame height, are beds of fhells, 
buried under vegetable earth and clay. The human mind can 
form no idea as to the mcafure of time required for the fea to 
have progreffively retreated from fuch elevations .. 

The plain that ftretches to the eaftward from Tigerberg is 
Iefs fandy, and better covered with fhrubs and plants, than the 
ifthmus, and has a few farms fcattered thinly over it near rills 
of water, that have broken the furface into deep glens in their 
paffage to the northward. On the more arid and naked parts, 
confifting of yellow clay and fand, are thrown up many thou-
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fands of tbofe cellular maff'es of earth by a fmall infe8: of the 
ant tribe, to which naturalifts haYe given the name of termes, 
difFerent, however, from, and much lefs deftrultive than, that 
fpecies, of which a curious defcription has been given by Ma:. 
Smeathman in the Philofophical Tranfacl:ions. The ant-hills 
in this pan of Africa feldom exceed the height of three feet. 

The plain to the eaftward, at a dozen miles beyond Stick
land, is terminated by two mountains, between which the road 
leads into a valley better cultivated and more thickly inhabited 
than any part between it and the Cape. Simonfberg, on the 
right, is among the higheft of the mountains that are feen from 
the Cape. Its forked Parnaffian fummit is frequently, in win
ter, covered with fnow, and in the fouth-eaft winds of fum
mer is generally buried in the clouds. It alfo has its Helicon 
trickling down its fides, as yet a virgin fpring untafted by the 
Mufes. It held out more charms, it feems, for Plutus, than for 
Apollo. A man in the time of the governor, whafe name the 
mountain perpetuates, intent on making bis fortune by impof
ing on the credulity and ignorance of the Company's fervants, 
melted down .a quantity of Spanifh dollars, and prefented the 
mafs to the governor a6 a f pecimen of filver from a rich mine 
that be had difcovered in this mountain. Enraptured at the 
proof of fo important a difcovery, a refolution was paffed 
by the governor in council that a fum of money 1hould be 
advanced to the man to enable him to profecute his difcovery, 
and work the mine, of which he was to have the fole direction; 
and in the mean time, to convince the public of the riling 
wealth of the colony, the mafs of filver was ordered to be 
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manufatlured into a chain to which the keys of the Caftle gates 
ihould be fuf pended. The chain was made, and frill remains 
in the fame fervice for which it was originally intended, as a 
memorial of the credulity of the governor and the council. 

The Paarlberg, on the left of the pafs into the valley, is a hill 
of moderate height, and has taken its name from a chain of 
large round ftones that pafs over the fummit, like the pearls of 
a necklace. Of thefe the two that are placed near the central 
and higheft point of the range are called, par excellence, the 
pearl and the diamond: and a particular defcription of them 
has been thought worthy of a place in the Philofopbical Tranf
al\:ions. From that paper, and Mr. Maffon's defcription, it 
would appear that thefe two matfes of fione refted upon their 
own bafes, and were detached from the mountain ; whereas 
they grow out, and form a part, of it. It has alfo been faid 
that their compofition was totally different from the rocks that 
are found in the neighbouring mountains, which led a naturalift 
in Europe to obferve, that thefe immenfe blocks of granite had 
probably been thrown up by volcanic explofions, or by fome 
caufe of a fimilar nature. It has been obferved in the preced
ing Chapter, that the fand-ftone ftrata of the Table Mountain 
refied upon a bed of primreval granite, and that an infinite 
number of large ftones were fcattered at the feet of the Moun
tains along the fea-coaft, from the Lion's Head to the true Cape 
of Good Hope. All thefe are precifely of the fame nature, and 
the fame materials, as the pearl and the diamond ; that is to 
fay, they are aggregates of quartz and mica; the firft in large 
ir.regular matfes, and the latter in black lumps refembling ihorl : 
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they contain alfo cubic pieces of feltfpar, and feem to be bound 
together by plates of a clayey iron ftone. All the ftones of this 
dekription appear to have been formed round a nucleus, as by 
the acl:ion of the air and weather they fall to pieces in large 
concentric laminz. The Pearl is acceffible on the northern 
fide, but is nearly perpendicular on all the reft. This floping 
lide is more than a thoufand feet, and the perpendicular alti
tude about four hundred feet above the fummit of the moun
tain, and the circumference of its bafe is a full mile. Near the 
top it is quadrifected by two clifts, croffing at right angles, in 
which were growing a number of beautiful aloes, feveral cryp
togamous and other plants. A great part of the flanting fide 
was covered with a fpecies of green lichen. Down the perpen
dicular fides were immenfe rifts, as if the mafs had been torn 
af under by its own weight. The Diamond is the higher block, 
but lefs bulky, and, being cone-lhaped, is difficult and danger
ous to afcend. 

The mountain of the Paarl furnifhes a fine field for the bota
nift. The plants are very varied and wonderfully luxuriant. 
The wild olive of the Cape feems to have here attained ita 
greateft fize, and the dark-green foliage is finely contrafted with 
the elegant tribe of heaths, fome of which {hoot up to the fize 
and form of trees. The fruit of the wild olive is fmall and 
acrid ; but the wood is clofe-grained, lhaded, and takes a polHh 
not unlike that of walnut. A great variety of that genus of 
plants to which botanifts have given the name of Protea, deco
rate the fides of the Paarl Mountain. Of thefe, one of the moft 
numerous and moft confpicuous was the mellifera, called here 
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the fugar-tree, from the great quantity of faccharine juice con
tained in the bottom of its vafe-fhaped Bowers. Many of the 
inhabitants are at the trouble of collell:ing this juice, which is 
fometimes ufed as a ftomachic, and fometimes boiled down to a 
thick fyrup for the purpofe of preferving fruits. Several 
fpecies of the gaudy-plumed certhia, or creeper, come in alfo 
for their {hare, and at this feafon of the year may be feen in 
vaft numbers perching themfelves on the edge of the corollas, 
and fucking, with their long fickle-fhaped bills, " the bonied 
" fweets." The iridefcent and brilliant colors of thefe beauti
ful little birds, Buttering about the variegated bloffoms of the 
protea, cannot fail to attract the notice of the pafi"enger, for a 
time, from every other objell:. One fpecies in particular (the 
chalybea of Linnams) commands attention to its clear melo
dious note. It fings delightfully in the cage, where it is kept 
with difficulty, exifting entirely on fugar and water. 

The mountains that form the eaftern boundary of the valiey 
are eminently grand, but are deftitute, near their fummits, of a 
lhrub, or even a blade of grafs. They are a part of that great 
chain that ftretches from Falfe Bay to the northw.ird, and to 
which a French naturalift has given the name of the Back-bone 
of the Earth; a name, however, that is much more appropriate 
by their appearance than great extent. Their naked fummits 
arc pointed and jagged, and divided like the vertebrz of the 
back-bone of an animal. They confift, like the Table Moun
tain, of a number of fand-ftone ftrata, placed in a horizontal 
direclion, contain a great deal of iron, being in places perfell:ly 
red, and they reft upon beds of granite, clay, and flate. This 
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range of mountains, like an immenfe wall, ihuts out entirely 
from the Cape the countries that lie far beyond it ; fo com
pletely, indeed, that a few men in poffeffion of the paffes would 
always be able to .cut ofF all communication between the fea
coaft and the interior. Of thefe paffes, or lloofl as they are 
called by the colonifts, there are but three that are ever ufed by 
whed-carriages. Hottentot Holland's KJoof near Falfe Bay, 
which opens a communication with the diftrill: of Swellendam 
and the eaftem parts of the colony along the fea-coaft : Roode 
Sand, or red fand, Kloof, oppofite to Saldanha Bay, leading to 
GraafF Reynet, and the remoteft parts of the colony ; and 
Eland's Kloof, ftill farther north, which opens into a wild and 
almoft uninhabited part of the country. 

Though the mountains be wild and barren, nothing could be 
more beautiful, rich, and well covered, than the vale they 
enclofe, which is well-watered by the numberlefs arms of the 
Berg river, uniting near the middle, and meandering through it 
with a fmooth and almoft imperceptible current. This vale 
contains the divifions, or pariihes, of Great and Little Draken
fteen, Franfche Hoek or French comer, and the Paarl. The 
laft is an affemblage of about thirty houfes, dif po fed into two 
ftreight lines, and are fo far detached from each other as to 
form a ftreet about a mile in length. The church ftands near 
the middle. This, as well as moft of the houfes, is neatly co
vered with rye-ftraw : a coating of this thatch, if properly laid 
on, will laft from twenty to thirty years. The hoofes are 
generally furrounded with plantations of oaks. The common 
fize of thefe ia from ten to fifteen feet in circumference, and 
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from twenty to thirty feet without a branch: many are much 
larger : the tops are neither bent, nor is the wood thaken, nor 
twifted, as of thofe about Cape Town ; a proof that the winds 
are lefs violent in this valley than at the latter place. 

Franfchc Hoek, and the two Drakenfteens, have neither 
church nor any atfemblage ofhoufes that deferves the name of 
village, but are compofed of detached farms, difperfed over the 
vale at confiderable diftances from each other. Moft of thefe 
are freehold property, that were granted, in the early ftages of 
the Settlement, for certain fums of money, or by favor, or 
for particular f ervices. They confift each of fixty morgens of 
land, or 120 Englifh acres, and the potfetfors claim the privi
lege of the intermediate wafte-land to turn their cattle upon. 
This is a great abufe, which perhaps would heft be checked by 
obliging the proprietors to inclofe their juft portion of 12.0 

acres, and would certainly be the means of greatly improving 
the country. 

The chief produce of the valley is wine. At this time they 
were bufily employed in pruning their vines. Thefe arc feldom 
fuffered to creep up into frames or ftandards, as is moft common 
in the fouthern parts of Europe, but are planted in rows, in the 
fame manner, and about the fame fize, as currants or goofc
berry bufhes in England. In this part of the colony, which is 
not very diftant from the Cape-market, there is no kind of pro
duce that fo well repays the labor of the farmer as the culture 
of the grape. On an acre of ground may be planted five thou
fand ftocks of vines, and a thoufand of thefe will generally yield 
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a leaguer or pipe of 154 gallons of wine. The retail price of a 
leaguer is from 50 to 150 rixdollars, or I o to 30/. fterling. 
That fort which is commonly drank at table under the name 
of Cape madeira now fells at 12 /. a pipe, as does alfo a pleaf
ant tart wine not unlike vi11 de grave, called here the Steen 
wine. Of rich f weet wines the colony produces great variety: 
a large white Perfian grape, called here the haenapod, or cock's 
foot, makes a delicious but expenfive wine ; the grape being 
8e£hy, is generally planted for the purpofe of heing converted 
into raifins. The mufcadel gives a different wine at almoft 
every place in which it grows. Nearly all the wines that are 
made at the Cape tafte either very much of the fruit, or other
wife are meagre or four. The firft may generally be attributed 
to the muft not having undergone a fufficient degree of fer
mentation to change its nature, but put up into pipes with 
much of the faccharine matter remaining undecompofed. The 
latter may probably be owing to the prallice of pulling the grapes 
before they are ripe, in order to prevent their being confumed 
by the numerous tribes of infells that prey upon them. among 
which the common honey bee is not the leaft deftrullive. 

The grapes in general that are produced at the Cape are not 
inferior to thofe of any country; and there can be little doubt 
that the wines expreffed from them might, by proper manage
ment, be made to rival the heft European wines. Some of the 
farmers have lately turned their attention to the fubjea, and 
have found themfelves amply repaid for any additional labor 
and expence they might have incurred in making experiments. 
Thofe few alfo who have attended tQ the procefs of diftilling 
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fpirita from the fruit have produced brandy of a very good 
quality. This article is here in general very bad, evidently 
owing, in a great degree, to the manner in which it is manu
faclured. In order to get as much f pirit as poffible, the mate
rials thrown into the ftill are of the groff'eft kind, the greateft 
part being the expreff'ed huflts and ftalks of the grapes ; the 
apparatus is bad ; the condutting of the procefs is committed 
to the hands of a flave, who has little knowledge of, and lefs 
intereft in, the bufinefs he is commanded to perform : he falls 
afleep ; the fire goes out ; a rapid blaze fucceeds to make up 
for lofs of time ; the fpirit carries over with it a {\:rong empy
reumatic fiavor which it never lofes. There is, however, not
withftanding every precaution that has hitherto been taken, a 
very peculiar tafte in all the wines and brandies of the Cape, 
arifing probably from the circumftance of the grapes growing 
fo very near the ground. It is well known that the exhala
tions from the earth are fo much imbibed by the leaves of the 
tobacco plant which grow neareft to it, that thofe leaves are 
always rejected as unfit for ufe; and it is natural to fuppofe 
that the fruit of the vine hanging very near to, or even refting 
upon, the ground, will alfo receive the prevailing ftavor exhal
ing from the foil. It is indolence alone that has hitherto pre
vented the colonifts from leading their vines along ftandards, in 
which cafe they would not only improve the qqality of the 
grape, but would alfo receive a double quantity from the fame 
ground. The raifins of the Cape are of fo good a quality, and 
can be afforded at fo reafonable a rate, that, in all probability, 
they will hereafter form an article of confiderable export. Al
monds are alfo plentiful, large, and good. 
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The whole valley is convertible into excellent arable land ; 
yet very little corn is cultivated except for home confumption. 
The traa of country that ftretches along the feet of the great 
chain of mountains from the Paarl to Falfe Bay, including the 
two Drakenfteens, Franfche Hoek, the Drofdy of Stellenbofch, 
and Hottentots Holland, is chiefly employed in raifing wine 
and fruits for the Cape-market. The quantity of the former 
amounts annually to about 6000 leaguers. 

Hitherto there have been few fpeculators among the Dutch 
planters : the f pirit of improvement and experiment never en
tered into their minds ; and it may be a matter of doubt, had 
not the French Proteftants, who fought an af ylum here from 
the religious perfecutions of their once bigoted countrymen, 
introduced and cultivated the vine, whether at this time the 
whole colony would have produced a fingle leaguer of wine. 
The fugar-cane grows with health and vigor in feveral pans of 
the colony ; yet none of the planters have yet procured a 
pound of fugar. On afking a farmer, who complained that 
the canes had overrun his garden, why he did not tum them 
to fame account, he replied with that nonchalance which cha
racterizes the nation, that it ferved to amufe the women and 
children ; but that he ihould not be the firft to try it, as long 
aa he could buy that anicle in the Cape for fix fchillings, or 
three EnglHh ihillings, a pound. 

Among the thick ihrubbery that covers the uncultivated pana 
of the valley, is an abundance of game, panicularly of the Cape 
partridges, which, fearlefs of man, run about nearly as tame as 
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poultry in a farm-yard ; and of korhaens, the oti1 '!fra of 
Linnzus, and white-eared baftard of Latham, which, unlike 
the partridge, not only fly to a diftance at the approach of the 
f portf man, but keep up, while on the wing, a violent fcream
ing, as if to give notice to other birds of the impending 
danger. There are alfo plenty of Cape fnipes, Scolopax Capen-
.Ji,, and three fpecies of wild ducks, the ana1 Capenli.r, or Cape 
widgeon, the Dominican duck, and the common teal. Among 
the quadrupeds that inhabit the valley are the duiker and the 
griefbok, already defcribed; and the mountains abound with a 
curious fpecies of antelope, which, from its amazing agility, is 
calJed the ldip-fpringer, or rock-leaper. Its cloven boo& are 
each of them fubdivided into two fegments, and jagged at the 
edges, which gives it the power of adhering to the fteep fidea 
of the fmooth rock without danger of flipping. The color is 
cinereous grey, and its black horns are fhort, ftreight, erell:, and 
annulated one third of their length from the bafe. The hair is 
very fingular, being fo brittle that it breaks inftead of bending, 
adheres loofely to the £kin, and is fo very light that it is ufed as 
the heft article that can be procured for ftuffing faddles .. 

A few miles beyond the Paarl, the Berg or Mountain-river 
crofres the road. It is here fo large and deep in the winter fea
fon as to make a pont or floating bridge necefrary. A little 
lower down, however, it is fometimes fordable ; and the pea
fants, to avoid the toll at the ferry, frequently crofs it, though at 
the hazard of their own lives and of their cattle. At this time 
the river was pretty full; yet two farmers, rather than pay four 
ihillings for the paffage at the ferry of their two waggons,. 
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ventured through at the ford, and paffed it with the lofs only 
of two fheep that were worth at leaft four times the amount of 
the toll. The road beyond the ferry is excellent, being a level 
bed of hard day; but the country is very thinly inhabited. In 
advancing to the northward the furface has fewer inequalities, 
and becomes fandy. Nothing, however, like drifts or beds of 
fand, meets the eye; but, on the contrary, it wanders over an 
uninterrupted foreft of verdure arifing from a variety of fruit
efcent plants, among which the tribes of proteas, of heaths, and 
two fpecies of flriphium, called here the rhinofceros-bufh, pre
dominate. In thofe places where the ground is leaft covered, 
the hillocks thrown up by the termites moft abound. Here 
alfo, towards the clofe of the day, a multitude of f mall land 
tortoifes, the tefludo pujilla and the geometrica of Linnzus, were 
crawling flowly off the road towards the bullies, having balked 
themfelves in the open funfhine during the day. The howling 
wolf and the yelping jackall began their hideous cries ihortly 
after the fetting of the fun, and feemed to follow us in the 
night, keeping at no great diftance from the waggons. It was 
near the middle of the night before we arrived at a folitary 
habitation, fituated in a wild, bleak, open country, and on the 
borders of a lake called the Vogel Valley or the Bird Lake. The 
word 'Valley, in the colony, implies either a lake or a fwamp: at 
this time the place in queftion was the latter; but it abounded 
with ducks, geef e, and teal, and alfo with the great white peli
can, the onocratulus, and the rofe-colored flamingo. The wings 
of the latter are converted into fans for flapping away the flies 
that, in incredible multitudes, fwarm in the houfes of the pea
fantry for want of a proper attention to cleanlinefs ; and the 
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pelican is fhot for the fake of the fine foft down which lies un
der his plumage. 

A few miles beyond this lake or f wamp brought us to the 
entrance of Roode Sand Kloef, or the red fandy pafs over the 
great chain of mountains. Here the ftrata of which they are 
compofed, though of the fame nature as the Table Mountain, 
were not horizontal, but dipped to the fouth-eaftward, making 
with the horizon an angle of about twenty degrees. The 
afcent of the Kloef is not fteep, but very rugged ; and a fmall 
river that meanders down it muft be croffed feveral times. The 
plants, 1heltered by the large fragments of rock that have roJled 
down the mountains, are uncommonly luxuriant. Of thefe 
the different fpecies of protea were the moft conf picuous ; that 
fpecies of ricintu called the palma Cbrifti, which affords the 
caftor oil, was very plentiful ; and the two f pecies of the me• 
lianthus grew in every part of the Kloef. The calla Ethiopica 
was everywhere abundant and in full flower. The baboons, 
from their concealed dens in the fides of the mountain, laughed, 
fcreamed, and uttered f uch horrible noifes, the whole time that 
the waggons were afcending the pafs, that to a ftranger, not 
knowing from whence they proceeded, they excited 110 fmall 
degree of furprife. 

From the upper part of the Kloef there is no defcent to the 
land of Waveren, or, as the divifion is now called, Roode Sand. 
The furface of this vale is four or five hundred feet higher than 
that which lies on the Cape fide of the range of mountains. 
It ia bounded on the eaftem fide by a branch of the fame chain, 
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much higher, however, than that through which the pafs lies, 
yet acceffible by waggons. The f ummits of the mountains 
were buried in fnow, and the thermometer at funrife ftood, on 
the plain, at the freezing point. 

The valley of Roode Sand, or W averen, is a fertile tralt of 
land, well watered by ftreamlets falling from the inclofing 
mountains, and produces abundance of corn, fome wine, rai
fins, and other fruits. Several parts are capable of being 
flooded, and on that account admirably adapted for the cultiva
tion of rice. The Chinefe bamboo, a plant not more elegant 
than it is ufeful, grows here with great luxuriance, and is em
ployed for whipftocks, and to make frames for the covers of the 
waggons. The Cape olive grows wild in great abundance, and 
alfo the palma Cbrifti. Game of various kinds is alfo plentiful, 
fuch as buftards, panridges, fnipes, ducks, and mountain geefe. 
Of antelopes they have the duiker, klip-fpringer, fteenbok, 
grielbok, and reebok. The laft is an animal that does not yet 
appear to have been defcribed in any f yftematic work. Its fize 
is that of the domeftic goat, but it is much more elegantly 
made. The color is a blui{h grey, the belly and breaft white ; 
horns feven or eight inches long, annulated about a third part 
of the length from the bafe. Befides thefe they have the Cape 
bare, and an animal that burrows in the ground called the ,ze, 
'1arle, or iron hog, the fte{h of which, when fatted and dried, 
is efteemed by the Dutch as a great delicacy. It ia the hJ/lri1t 
trijlata, or crefted porcupine of Pennant. Several of the 
farmen breed them ; but it is a vicious animal, and not fafe to 
be approached by ftrangers. The aard '1arle or earth-hog, 
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the myrmecopbaga Capen.Ji, or ant-eater of the Cape, is alfo verr 
common, and like the porcupine undermines the ground, fel
dom quitting its fubterranean abode except in the night. The 
thighs of this animal are fometimes falted, and in that ft.ate con
fidered as very good hams. 

The valley of Roode Sand is about thirty miles in length, 
and is inhabited by about forty families. ~itting this divi
fion, the country becomes wild, and almoft uninhabited. 
Bogs, f wamps, and morafs covered with ruihes and four 
plants, large trall:s of naked hard day, deep fandy roads, 
pools of ftagnant water, and thofe infallible indications of a 
barren foil, hillocks of ants, are the chief objell:s that meet the 
eye of the traveller. For feveral miles together no human 
habitation makes its appearance. In this dreary country there 
was nothing to engage the attention but the vaft chain of 
mountains on the left which we were lhortly to pafs, and 
which here began to round off into an eafterly direction. 
This branch was much more wild, lofty, and barren than that 
through which the Kloef of Roode Sand opens a pafTage. 
They confifted of immenfe columnar mafTes of naked fand
ftone, of a red ferruginous color paffing in places into fteel
blue. Their corroded and jagged tops, like the battlements of 
fo many towers or minarets, leaned from their bafes, and 
feemed to owe their only fupport to each other. The ftrata 
were here inclined to the eaftward in an angle of about forty 
degrees, and feemed as if ready to Oide down over each other. 
Still they were uniform, and had evidently never been dif
rupted by any fubterraneous eruption or concuffion. On the 
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oppofite fide of the dale, however, ftood a long range of hills 
which had every appearance of volcanic origin. Some were 
perfeB: cones ; others truncated at the f ummit in the manner 
of thofe on which craters are generally found. Hills like 
thefe, ftanding each on its proper bafe, and fo very different 
from any that had yet been feen, were too interefting to pafs. 
They were found to be compofed of quartz, fand-ftone, and 
iron; not, however, ftratified like the great chains, but tom and 
rent into large fragments. There was no lava ; nor did it ap
pear that any of the ftones had undergone fufion. There waa 
no blue flate in their fides, which moft probably would have 
been the cafe had chey been thrown up by any fubterranean 
impulfe, the whole bafe of the plain being compofed of it. 

Within thefe hills we came to a valley about three miles in 
length and two in width, having a furface as level as that of 
a bowling-green. By a ftrong ftream paffing from one end to 
the other, the whole might be laid under water, and converted 
into moft excellent rice grounds. This ftream was fmoking 
hot. The fprings, by which it was fupplied, iff ued out of 
the ground at the foot of fome hills which formed the head of 
the valley. They threw up the water with great violence, and 
with it quantities of fmall whitilh fand mixed with minute 
chryftals of quartz. The bed of the refervoir, and the channel 
down which the water was carried acrofs the valley, in a ftream 
ftrong enough to turn the largeft mill in England, were com
pofed of thefe materials. The water was perfectly clear, and 
depofited not the fmalleft degree of any kind of fediment, 
neither in the pool where the f prings were, nor by the edges 
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of the fiream. A green Conf U'fJa grew on the margin of both. 
No change of color was produced upon the plants and ftones 
with which the water came in contaa \Vith f ulphuric acid it 
depofited no fediment, nor became in the leaft turbid, nor were 
blue vegetab1e colors at all affell:ed by it. No impregnation of 
any kind was difcoverable, in the fmalleft degree, by the tafte. 
On the contrary, it is confidered fo pure that the family living 
near it generally employed it for dreffing their ..-ill:uals; and 
all their linen and colored clothes were wafhed in it without 
fufiaining any injury. The thermometer I had with me was 
graduated only to 140°, to which point it afcended almoft in
ftantaneoufly. The temperature appeared to be very nearly 
that of boiling water. 

The duration of hot f prings for ages without any confider
able variation in temperature 7 or in the quantity of water 
thrown out, is one of thofe fecret operations of nature that baa 
not as yet been fatisfactorily explained, but which has baffled, 
at all times, the fpeculations of philofophers. The decompofi
tion of pyritical matter, the flacking of lime, and the fubterra
nean furnace, heated with combuftible materials, have each 
had their advocates, but each when "weighed in the balance 
" has been found wanting." 

From the hot wells we croffed the Breede, or broad river, 
and entered a kloef on the oppofite, or northern, fide of the 
vale, which opened a paifage through the fecond great chain 
of mountains. It is called the Hex river's kloef, and is about 
four miles in length. The afcent is much lefs than that of 
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Roode Sand kloef, the fall of the river that meanders through 
it being not more than 200 feet. The mountains on each fide 
of this pafs were wild and naked, but the kloef itfelf abounded 
with large fruitefcent plants. Baiking in the fun, on the banks 
of the river, were a troop of four or five hundred large black 
baboons, apparently of the fpecies of Cynocephalus, which quit
ted their place with feeming reluctance, grumbling and howl
ing as they fcrambled up the fides of the naked rocks. 

The head of the kloef opened out into a narrow valley to 
which there was no defcent. It is about two miles in width 
and fifteen in length ; and the third branch of mountains, on 
the northern fide, were covered half way down from their 
fummita with fnow ; yet the orange-trees at their feet were 
loaded with large ripe fruit. Four families, the only inhabit
ants of this deep valley, conftitute a little world of their own: 
their wants might be as bounded as their horizon, for the f erti
lity of the ground furnifhes them with almoft every necelrary 
of life. They have plenty of cattle, and alfo all the different 
forts of game that are met with on the other fide of the moun
tains. We faw here fome large partridges with red wings, 
much preferable to the common Cape partridge, and a quadru
ped called the Bergbaas or mountain hare. It was the Dipus 
C:Of er of Linnreus, by fome called the Cape Gerboa. Like the 
kangaroo of Botany Bay it has the hind legs about thrice the 
length of the fore ones. When purfued, it always takes to the 
mountains, knowing that the conftrucl:ion of its legs is better 
adapted to afcend their fteep fides than to fcour the plains. 
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All the appearances of Hex-iiver valley declare it, at one 
time, to have been a lake, the head of which having given way 
at the kloef, has fuffered the water to force itfelf out upon the 
next lower terrace, leaving only a bog in the middle, to which 
the ftoney bafes of the mountains {helve on each fide. Should 
the falls of Niagara once fweep away the barrier that occafions 
them, the lake Erie would then become a plain or valley, like 
that of the Hex-river, and many others that occur within the 
chains of mountains in Southern Africa. 

At the head of this little valley we were to take leave of 
every human habitation for at leaft fixteen days, the time re
quired to crofs over the Great Karroo, or arid defert, that lay 
between us and the diftant diftricl: of Graaff Reynet. It there
fore became neceffary to fupply ourfelves with a ftock of pro
vifions, as nothing whatfoever is to be had on the defert except 
now and then an antelope. To thofe travellers who are fur
nillied with a good waggon and a tent, the want of habitations 
is no great lofs ; for few of them, behind the firft range of 
mountains, have any fort· of convenience, comfort, or even 
cleanlinefs. Among the planters of Africa it is true there are 
fome who live in a decent manner, particularly the cultivators 
of the grape. Many of thefe are defcendants of the French 
families who, a little more than a century ago, found an 
af ylum at the Cape of Good Hope from the religious perfecu
tions that drove them from their own country. But a true 
Dutch peafant, or boor as he ftyles himfelf, has not the fmalleft 
idea of what an Engli!h farmer means by the word comfort. 
Placed in a country where not only the neceffaries, but almoft 
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every luxury of life might by induftry be procured, he has the 
enjoyment of none of them. Though he has cattle in abun
dance he makes very little ufe of milk or of butter. In the 
midft of a foil and climate moft favourable for the cultivation 
of the vine, he drinks no wine. He makes ufe of few or no 
vegetables nor roots. Three times a-day his table is loaded 
with mafTes of mutton, fwimming in the greafe of the iheep's 
tail. His houfe is either open to the roof, or covered only 
with rough poles and turf, affording a favorable ihelter for 
fcorpions and fpiders; and the earthy floors are covered with 
duft and dirt, and iwarm with infells, particularly with a fpe
cies of the termes, which, though not fo deftrullive as fome 
othen of this genus, is neverthelefs a very troublefome and dif
agreeable animal. His apartments, if he happens to have 
more than one, which is not always the cafe among the graz
ing farmers, are nearly deftitute of furniture. A great cheft 
that contains all his moveables, and two f mailer ones that arc 
fitted to his waggon, are the moft {hiking articles. The bot
toms of his chairs confift of thongs cut from a bullock's hide. 
The windows are without glafs ; or if there fhould happen to 
be any remains of this article, it is fo patched and daubed as 
nearly to exclude the light it was intended to admit. The 
boor notwithftanding has his enjoyments: he ·is abfolute 
mafter of a domain of feveral miles in extent ; and he lords it 
over a few miferable fiaves or Hottentots without control. 
His pipe fcarcely ever quits his mouth, from the moment he 
rifes till he retires to reft, except to give him time to fwallow 
his fapie, or a glafs of ftrong ardent f pirit, to eat his meals, and 
to take his nap after dinner. Unwilling to work, and unable 
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to think ; with a mind difengaged from every fort of care and 
reflexion, indulging to excefs in the gratification of every fen
foal appetite, the African peafant grows to an unweildy fize, 
and is carried off the ftage by the firft inflammatory difeafe 
that attacks him. 

How different is the lot of the laboring poor of England, 
who for fix days in the week are doomed to toil for twelve 
hours in every day, in order to gain a morfel of bread for their 
family, and the luxury of a little animal food for the feventh 
day! 

The cultivators of the ground, who inhabit the nearer dif
trill:s to the town, though fomething better than the breeders 
of cattle, live but in a very uncomfortable manner in the midft 
of profufion. They have little or no fociety with each other, 
and every one feems to live folely for himfelf. Though re
moved from each other to the diftance of f everal miles, and 
enjoying the benefit of many thoufand acres of land under the 
rate of a farthing an acre, it is yet a fingular fact,. that fcarcely 
any two neighbours are found to be on good terms with each 
other, but are embroiled perpetually in quarrels and difputes 
about the extent of their farms, or the privilege of a f pring or 
a water-courfe. One great caufe of their endlefs difputes is the 
abfurd manner of eftimating difl:ance by time. The quantity 
of land in a government farm, according to the eftablifhed cuf
tom of the colony, muft be one hour's walk acrofs it. If one 
farmer is fuppofed to have put down his baaken, or ftake, or 
land-mark, a little too near to that of his neighbour, the Feld-
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VJagt-~y/tr, or peace-officer of the divifion, is called in, by 
the latter, to pace the diftance, for which he gets three dollars. 
If the Feldwagt-meefter fuould happen to regulate his pace to 
the fatisfatl:ion of both parties, the affair is fettled ; but as this 
is not always the cafe, the next ftep is for the difcontented 
party to apply for a commiffion, confifting of the Landroft, 
two members of the Council, the Secretary of the diftrict, and 
a Meffenger. Thefe gentlemen fuare fifteen dollars a-day as 
long as they are out upon the commiffion to determine how 
far a man ought to walk in an hour. 

The dangerous and difficult roads in every part of the 
colony, but particularly the kloefs or paffes of the mountains, 
and the ftill more perilous fords of the riven, 01ew how very 
little fenfe is entertained by the peafantry of public benefits or 
public conveniences. Each gets over a difficulty as well as he 
can, and no more is thought about it till it again occurs. An 
inftance appeared of this in croffing the Breede river oppofite 
to Brandt Valley, which is done by means of a fmall flat-bot
tomed tub, about fix feet by three. In this machine foot paff
cngers bawl themfelves over by a rope fixed to two pofts, one 
on each fide of the river. When a horfe is to crofs, the faddle 
is taken off, the rider gets into the tub, and drags the animal 
after him. But when a waggon is to be tranf ported, it muft 
firft be unladen, and the baggage carried over in the veffel : 
the carriage is then made faft by one end to this Boating ma
chine, and the other is buoyed up by a cafit, and in this man
ner it is dragged over. Thus is half a day confumed in paffing 
a fmall river of thirty or forty yards at the moft in width, 
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when a few planks, properly put together, would enable them 
to carry over any fort of carriage, cattle, or horfes, with fafety 
and convenience, in five minutes. 

The women of the African peafantry pafs a life of the moft 
Iiftlefs inactivity. The miftrefs of the family, with her coffee
pot conftantly boiling before her on a f mall table, feems fixed to 
her chair like a piece of furniture. This good lady, born in 
the wilds of Africa, and educated among fiaves and Hottentots, 
has little idea of what, in a ftate of fociety, conftitutes female 
delicacy. She makes no fcruple of having her legs and feet 
wafued in warm water by a fiave before ftrangers ; an opera
tion that is regularly performed every evening. If the motive 
of fuch a cuftom were that of cleanlinefs, the practice of it 
would deferve praife ; but to fee the tub with the fame water 
paffed round through all the branches of the family, according 
to feniority, is apt to create ideas of a very different nature. 
Moft of them go conftantly without ftockings and £hoes, even 
when the thermometer is down to the freezing point. They 
generally, however, make ufe of fmall ftoves to place the feet 
on. The young girls fit with their hands before them as lift
Iefs as their mothers. Moft of them, in the diftant diftrid:s, 
can neither read nor write, fo that they have no mental re
fources whatfoever. Luckily, perhaps, for them, the paucity 
of ideas prevents time from hanging heavy on their hands. 
The hiftory of a day is that of their whole lives. They hear 
or fpeak of nothing but that fuch-a-one is going to the city, or 
to church, or to be married, or that the Bosjefmans have ftolen 
the cattle of fuch-a-one, or the locufts eaten their corn. The 
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young people have no meetings at fixed periods, as in moft 
country-places, for mirth and recreation. No fairs, no dancing, 
no mufic, nor amufement of any fort. To the cold phlegma
tic temper and inactive way of life may perhaps be owing the 
prolific tendency of all the African peafantry. Six or feven 
children in a family are confidered as very few ; from a dozen 
to twenty are not uncommon ; and moft of them marry very 
young, fo that the population of the colony is rapidly in
creafing. Several, however, of the children die in their 
infancy, from fwellings in the throat, and from eruptions 
of the fame kind they are fubject to in the Cape. Very few 
inftances of longevity occur. The manner of life they lead 
is perhaps lefs favorable for a prolonged exificnee than the 
nature of the climate. The difeafes of which they gene
rally die in the country are bilious and putrid fevers and 
dropfies. 

The men are in general much above the middle fize, very 
tall and flout, but ill made, loofely put together, aukward, and 
inactive. Very few have thofe open ingenuous countenances 
that among the peafantry of many parts of Europe fpeak their 
fimplicity and innocence. The defcendants of French families 
are now fo intermarried with thofe of the original fettlers, that no 
diftincl:ion, except the names, remains. And it is a remarkable 
faa: that not a word of the French language is fpoken or under
ftood by any of the peafantry, though there be many ftill liv
ing whofe parents were both of that nation. Neither is a 
French book of any ki.nd to be feen in their houfes. It would 
feem as if thefe perfecuted refugees had ftudied to conceal from 
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their children their unfortunate hiftory and their country's 
difgraceful condua. 

The means of education, it is true, muft be very difficult to 
be bad among a people fo widely fcattered over a vaft extent 
of country as the peafantry are in the colony of the Cape. 
Some have a perfon in the houfe whom they call the fcbool
mafter. This is generally a man who had ferved out his time 
in the ranks. His employment, in this new fituation, is not 
only to inftrua the children to read, to write, to fing pfalms, 
and get by heart a few occafional prayers, but he muft alfo 
make himfelf ferviccable in other ref peas. At one place that 
we paffed, the poor fchoolmafter was driving the plough, 
whilft a Hottentot had the more honorable poft of holding and 
directing it. The children of thofe who either cannot obtain, 
or afford to employ, fuch a perfon, can neither read nor write; 
and the whole of their education confifts in learning to ihoot 
well, to crack and ufe with dexterity an enormous large whip, 
and to drive a waggon drawn by bullocks. 

A book of any kind is rarely feen in any of the farmers' 
houfes, except the Bible and William S/11iter's Gefangen, or 
fongs out of the Bible done into verfe by the Sternhold and 
Hopkins of Holland. They affect to be very religious, and 
carry at leaft the devotion of religion fully as far as the moft 
zealous bigots. They never fit down to table without a long 
grace before meat pronounced with an audible voice by the 
youngeft of the family ; and every morning before day-light 
one of William Sluiter's Gefangen is drawled out in full chorus 
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by an affemblage of the whole family. In their attendance at 
church they are fcrupuloufiy exact, though the performance of 
this duty cofts many of them a journey of feveral days. Thofe 
who live at the diftance of a fortnight or three weeks from the 
neareft church generally go with their families once a-year. 

Rude and uncultivated as are their minds, there is one vir
tue in which they eminently excel-bof pitality to ftrangen. 
A countryman, a foreigner, a relation, a friend, are all equally 
welcome to whatfoever the houfe will afford. A Dutch farmer 
never paffes a boufe on the road without alighting, except in
deed his next neighbour's, with whom it is ten to one he is at 
variance. It is not enough to inquire after the health of the 
family in paffing : even on the road, if two peafants thould 
meet they inftantly difmount to thake hands, whether ftrangera 
or friends. When a traveller arrives at a habitation, he alights 
from his borfe, enters the houfe, thakes hands with the men, 
kiffes the women, and fits down without farther ceremony. 
When the table is ferved be takes his place among the family 
without waiting for an invitation. This is never given, on the 
fuppofition that a traveller in a country fo thinly inhabited 
muft always have an appetite for fomething. Accordingly, 
" \Vhat will you make ufe of l" is generally the firft queftion. 
If there be a bed in the houfe it is given to the ftranger ; if 
none, which is frequently the cafe among the graziers of the 
diftant diftricl: of GraafF Reynet, he muft take his chance for a 
form, or bench, or a heap of fheep fkins, among the reft of the 
family. In the morning after a folid breakfaft he takes his 

Jopit, or glafs of brandy, orden his fiave or Hottentot to faddle 
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the horfes, £hakes hands with the men, and kiffes the women : 
he wi£hes them health, and they wHh him a good journey. In 
this manner a traveller might pafs through the whole country. 

If the economy of the African farmer's houfe be ill managed, 
that of his land is equally bad. The graziers indeed, in many 
places, are not at the trouble of fowing any grain, but exchange 
with others their cattle for as much af may be neceffary for the 
family confumption. But even thofe who have corn-farms 
near the Cape feem to have no kind of management. They 
turn over a piece of ground with a huge mif-fhapen plough 
that requires eight or ten horfes, or a dozen oxen, to drag it 
along: the feed is fown in the broad-caft way, at the rate of 
about a bufhel and a half to an acre; a rude harrow is juft 
paffed over it, and they reap from ten to fifteen for one. No 
manure comes upon the ground except a fprinkling for barley. 
In low fituations near rivulets, where the water can be brought 
upon the ground, they reap from thirty to forty for one. 
Water in fall: is every thing in Southern Africa. Not like the 
Chinefe, whofe great art of agriculture confifts in fuiting the 
nature and habit of the plant to that of the foil, which he alfo 
artificia]]y prepares, the Dutch peafant at the Cape is fatisfied 
if he can command only a fupply of water. He beftows no 
kind of Jabor on the ground but that of throwing in the feed : 
the reft is left to chance and the effecls of an exceJlent climate. 
The time of feeding is in the months of May and June ; and 
of harvefi, from November to January. The grain is trodden 
out by horfes on circular Boors in the open air ; and the lhaw 
is left to rot or to be fcattered about by the winds. 
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We remained a couple of days in the Hex-river vaHey in 
making preparations for croffing the defart, and in waiting the 
arrival of two grazing farmers of Graaff Reynet who were to 
meet us by appointment at this place. Thefe people were not 
only likely to be ufeful in pointing out the places where water 
was generally to be found, but they were alfo a confiderable 
addition to our ftrength in cafe of an attack from a favage 
tribe of Hottentot& known in the colony by the name of Bof--

jtfmans, or men of the tlaickets, becaufe, lurking in the cover 
of the lhrubbery, they are faid to £hoot their poifoned arrows 
againft the unguarded traveller, for the fake of plundering him 
of his cattle. To oppofe thefe Bosjef mans the farmers gene
rally crofs the defart in parties, and ftrongly armed. The poor 
favage, driven by imperious want to carry off an ox or theep 
to his ftarving family, who have no other abode than the 
caverns of the mountains, often pays in the attempt the forfeit 
of his life ; but it rarely happens that any of the colonifts fall 
by his hands. Yet the name of Bosjefman is held in horrot 
and deteftation ; and a farmer thinks he cannot proclaim a 
more meritorious aB:ion than the murder of one of thefe 
people. A boor from Graaff Reynet being afked in the 
fecretary's office, a few days before we left the town, if the 
favages were numerous or troublefome on the road, replied, he 
bad only thot four, with as much compofure and indifference 
as if he had been f peaking of four partridges. I myfelf have 
heard one of the humane colonifts boaft of having deftroyed 
with his own hands near three hundred of thefe unfortunate 
wretches. 

The 
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The two graziers having joined UA with each a waggon, and 
a numerous family of children, Hottentots, and KafFers, we 
proceeded, on the twelfth of July, to the north-eaft, and in 
four hours gained the fummit of the loweft part of the moun
tains that inclofe the valley. The afcent, which was from 
terrace to terrace, might be about fifteen hundred feet in the 
diflance of fix miles. From the top towards the eaft there was 
little or no defcent. Here the face of the country began to 
wear an entire new af peel:. All the creat chains of mountains 
gradually difappeared, or were feen only behind linking into 
the horizon ; and a confined prof pea of a rugged furface, 
broken into hill and dale, prefented itfelf on every fide. The 
eye wandered in vain to feek relief by a diverfity of objects. 
No huge rocks coufufedly fcattered on the plain, or piled into 
mountains, no hills clothed with verdure, no traces of culti
vation, not a tree nor a tall fhrub, appeared to break the uni
formity of the furface, nor bird nor beaft to enliven the dreary 
wafte. Vegetation was thinly fcattered over a bed of brownilh
colored clay, and the low and ftunted plants were almoft 
wholly confined to the fucculent tribe. Of thefe the moft 
common were feveral f pecies of mifemhrJ'anthemum, of tuphor .. 
hia, crajfula, and colJ'ledfJn. The grand family of proteas, and the 
elegant erica, had totally difappeared. The road was tolerably 
good, being carried generally over a bed of fand-ftone crolfed 
with veins of fat quartz, and a kind of ponderous iron-ftone. 

Having travelled about feven hours, in which time the oxen 
had not proceeded above fifteen miles, we entered a long nar
row pafs made by two hills : the faces of thefe being nearly 
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perpendicular and ftraight, gave to the eye a long natural per
fpeaive like that of a ftreet, a name which in fad: the place 
bore. The farther extremity of the pafs opened upon a level 
plain, inclofed by fmall hills all detached from each other, and 
having every appearance of a volcanic origin, except that the 
fand-ftone ftrata, which fuewed themfelves on every fide, were 
regular and undifturbed. The inclination of thefe in a confi
derable angle to the horizon, and the form of the hills, made it 
appear, from certain points of view, as if a fpiral line of ftone 
twifted itfelf round their fides like the ridge that encircles fome 
of the volute ihells. Farenheit's thermometer ftood at 33° at 
fun-rife; at noon, expofed to the fun, at 80°, in the ihade 55°; 
and at feven in the evening it was down at the freezing point. 

The next day's journey was about five-and-twenty miles, to 
a place called Co1!ftaaple, after a Baftaard Hottentot who had 
been tempted by a f mall fpring of water to creel: a hut and 
plant a few trees. The drought, however, had foon obliged 
him to quit this retreat. Two f preading oaks ftill remained 
and ihaded a fpring of excellent water, which, however, foon 
loft itfelf in the fandy furface of the ground. The thermome
ter at noon rofe to 80° in the fun, and at night was down to 
the freezing point. 

On the fourteenth we travelled only twelve miles. The 
road, in fome places, was rocky and uneven, and in others 
deep fand. Our oxen too were beginning to droop for want 
of pafturage. The ftage ca11ed Mtntjits hotk afforded a few 
ruihes and abundance of fucculent plants, among which the 
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~ --h -~ _ ,~··-<.:-t ~ ::.:: oe:g~_.~:,urhood of c:.e few f,:'rings tha.t 
, , .. __ , < ::"l\;r-: C'\.:.::.:..-re<l. At tl.1:s p1a...:e 11.cre te re~.i.:.as of a 

•,., .:11~ ~ :.:.:::i.:.7 ea onJ"!:.a.oging a f?rw 5 of C~e.ll water. 
! • .... ·1 :::-;:~~ .:-·::-_=;!as ferved, i::i fo:ne degr~ to ~:.iYen, and to 
.},~ ..';. .. :::.~ u-:~-onnlty of a barren def.u-L To the fcu~ward> 
.i.·,._, ::.._-w ~;an to appear the b:ue fumrruts of t!ut b.i.rren 
.;~J..:..:: cf :=cunwm, mentioned in the preced:ng Ch.apter under 
:~~ ::.1=e of Zoa.arteberg. A butcher of the Cape puTed our 
~=-.:i=rment with about five hundred head of c.n.!e and five 
t::.:-l;fand £beep that he had purchafed in the Sneuwherg, or 
foowy mounta:ns. The fhetp were in tolerable good condi
tion ; but the cattle were miferably poor. As the greateft 

part of the beeves that are killed at the Cape muft trnel from 
Graaff Reynet acrofs this defart, it cannot be a matter of fur
prife that the Cape beef iliould be univerfally complained 
againft. The knife is generally put into them the moment 
they arrive from a journey of forty or fifty days, in which, 
befide the fatigue of travelling, they have been expofed to the 
fcorching rays of the fun at one feafon of the year, and the 

intenfe cold of the nights in the other, without any kind of 
fhade or £helter; withouc any kind of food but the falt, acrid, 
and watery leaves of the different fucculent plants that almoft 
exclufivcly grow on the Karroo; fometimes whole days with
out a drop of water, and moft common!y fuch only as is 
muddy and faline: fometimes their hoofs become fo tender by 

travelling upon the hot fand and gravel, that they are obliged 
to 

Digitized by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

to be left on the defert ; and they generally arrive at the town 
in fo maimed and miferable a condition, as to be very unfit for 
what they arc intended. Could the farmers near the Cape be 
once prevailed upon to fow turnips, which may be produced 
here equally good as in Europe, to plant potatoes, and cultivate 
the artificial graffes, the quality of the beef and mutton might 
be very materially improved. Thofe few inhabitants who ftall ... 
feed their cattle, have their tables f upplied with beef little, if at 
all, inferior to what is fold in Leadenhall market ; but the 
adoption of fuch a fyftem would require more labor and 
activity, and more attention, than the body and mind of a 
Dutch farmer feem. capable of fupplying : his avarice, though 
great~ is yet overcome by the habits of indolence in which he 
has been educated. 

On the fifteenth, from the exhaufted ftate of our oxen, three 
of which we had been obliged to leave behind, we made only 
a ihon ftage of ten or twelve miles to the riet fantey11, or the 
red f pring, which took its rife out of a high cone-£haped hill, 
with a flat top, and ran in a feeble ftceam to the fouthward. 
The banks wer-e ikirted by a thicket of the doorn boom, or 
thorn-tree, a f pecies of mimofa, called erroneoufly by the two 
Swedith travellera, who have publifhed their refearches in 
Southern Africa, the nilotica, or that which produces the 
gum Arabic. The pods of this is very long, and moniliform 
or divided like a ftring of beads; whereas the karroo mimofa 
has 1hort fickle-lhaped pods. Armed from the fummit down 
to the ground with enormous double thorns, pointing in every 
direction '' like quills upon the fretful porcupine," it makes an 

N impe-

Digitized by Google 



TRAVELS IN 

impenetrable thicket to moft animals except the rhinoceros, 
whofe hide, though not proof againft a muiket-ball, as has 
been afferted by a great naturalift, has little to fear from the 
f pines of the mimofa. The bark, being powerfully aftringent, 
is preferred to that of any other tree in the colony for prepar
ing leather from raw fkins; and the wood, being hard and 
tough, is ufed for waggon-poles, and as lock-lhoes for the 
wheels. The trunk of the tree gives out great quantities of a 
clear tranfparent gum, which, however, does not feem to have 
been applied to any kind of ufe. It is remarkable that almoft 
every tree which fumifhes taftelefs gums or refins is covered 
with a bark that is highly aftringent and auftere to the tafte. 

The following day we croffed the bed of the Buffalo river, 
which was at leaft fifty yards in width; but the quantity of 
water in it was barely fufficient to form a current. The deep 
lhelving banks, however, and the wreck of roots and lhrubs, 
indicated at leaft its periodical power, which had forced through 
the h/acll mountains to the fouthward a grand chafm in its paff
age to the eaftern ocean. The whole furface of the country 
was here ftrewed over with fmall fragments of a deep purple
colored flate, that had crumbled away from the ftrata which in 
long parallel ridges lay in the direclion of eaft and weft. 
Scattered among thefe fragments were black tumified ftones that 
had much the appearance of volcanic fluggs, or the fcoriz of an 
iron furnace. Several hills of the fhape of cones, fome trun
cated near the top parallel to their bafes, ftood detached from 
each other on the plain, apparently thrown up by volcanic ex
plofions ; but a nearer view of the alternate ftrata of earth and 
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fand-ftone, regularly dif pofed in every part, ihewed them to be 
the efFea: of water and not of fire. This part of the def ert 
was more fterile and naked than had yet occurred. Scarce! y a 
plant of any defcription threw its feeble leaves out of the 
llaty furface, except a few fpecies of the mefembryanthemum, 
among which was one more luxuriant than the reft, whofe 
leather-like covering of its flefliy cylindrical leaves ferved our 
Hottentots, when dried, for tinder. 

About ten miles beyond the Buffalo river we encamped for 
the night upon the banks of a f mall running brook ca1led Gee/
heck, winding round a flat fandy marlh overgrown with ruihes, 
and abounding with fprings whofe waters were ftrongly im
pregnated with falt. AU the naked fandy patches were thinly 
fprinkled over with a fine white powdery fubftance not unlike 
fnow : it was found in the greateft quantities where the cattle 
of travellers had been tied up at nights; and it was obferved 
almoft invariably to furround the roots of a fruitefcent plant 
that grew here in great exuberance. I collecl:ed a quantity of 
this white powder, together with the fand, and by boiling the 
folution and evaporating the water, obtained from it chryftals 
of pure prif matic nitre. A fmall proportion of a different alka
line falt was alfo extracl:ed from the liquor. The plant alluded 
to was a f pecies of fa!fola, or falt-wort, with very minute 
fleihy leaves clofely furrounding the woody branches. It is 
known to the country-people by the Hottentot name of Canna, 

and is that plant from the alhes of which almoft all the foap, 
that is ufed in the colony, is made. Thefe afhes, when care
fully burnt and collell:ed, are a pure white cauftic alkali, a 
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folution of which, mixed up with the oily fat of the large 
broad tails of the theep of the colony, and boiled flowly for 
five or fix days, takes the confiftency and the quality of an 
excelJent white foap. This falfola grows in almoft every part 
of Southern Africa, but particularly on thofe plains known by 
the name of Karroo, and in fuch abundance that, fuppofing the 
plant, after being cut down and burnt, to be reproduced in five 
years, the quantity of foda, or barriUa, that might annually be 
made from the athes would be fufficient, bcfide ferving the 
colony, for the whole confumption of Great Britain : and as 
enormous fums of money have always been, and continue to 
be, drawn from England to pay the impons of this article, it 
may perhaps be confidered as an objell: wonhy of further 
inquiry. According to the prefent fyftem, howel'er, of letting 
out the government farms, and the high price of labor, none 
of the country-people would find it wonh their confideration 
as an article to bring to market. The Hottentots, indeed, 
might be encouraged to prepare it ; but the great diftance from 
Cape Town, the only market in the colony, and the badnefs of 
the 1oads, will always operate againft a fupply of the natural 
products of the country being had there at any reafonable rate. 
Another 1hrubby plant with glaucous fpear-fhaped leaves, is 
generally met with growing among the falfola, the athes of 
which alfo give a ftrong alkaline lie ; but the foap made from 
thefe is faid to have a blueith col or, and to be of a very inferior 
quality to that made from the former. The plant was not in 
flower; but it appeared to be the atriplex albicanr, a kind ef 
orache. 
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The hills that furrounded the plain of Geel-beck were com
pofed of a dark purple-colored flate ; and among thefe were 
feen prancing a fmall herd of that beautifully-marked animal 
the zebra, and a great number of another f pecies of wild horfe, 
known in the colony by the Hottentot name of qua-cha. This 
animal was long confidered as the female zebra, but is now 
known to be a f pecies entirely diftinlt. It is marked with faint 
ftripes on the four quarters only; is well iliaped, ftrong limbed, 
not in the lea ft vicious, but, on the contrary, is f oon rendered 
by domeftication mild and tractable : yet, abundant as they are 
in the country, few have given themfelves the trouble of turn
ing them to any kind of ufe. They are infinitely more beau
tiful than, and fully as ftrong as, the mule; are eafily fop
ported on almoft any kind of food, and are never out of B.efh. 
The zebra has obtained the characl:er of being fo vicious and 
ungovernable as never to be completely tamed, perhaps only 
from fome very imperfec\: and injudicious trials. The fuccefs 
of an attempt to domefticate animals that are naturally fierce 
or timid would require more perfeverance and patience:i. more 
labor, and more addrefs, than feem to fall to the £hare of a 
Dutch peafant. A vicious animal, taken from a ftate of nature, 
is not to be tamed with the point of the knife,. nor with 
ftripes ;. they are more impatient of pain than fuch as are 
already rendered docile and accuftomed to the cruelties exer
cifed upon them by man ;. and wounds and harfu treatment 
ferve only to make them more fierce and unmanageable. At 
the landroft's of Zwellendam I faw a male and female zebra 
that, while young and attended to, were faid to have been mild 
and docile; but by neglect, and probably by teafing, had 
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become exceedingly vicious. One of the Engliih dragoons 
perfifted in mounting the female. She kicked and plunged, 
and laid herfelf down, but to no purpofe ; the man kept his 
feat; till taking a leap from the high bank of the river, ihe 
threw him into the water ; but, holding faft by the bridle, ihe 
had no fooner dragged him to the ihore than, walking up 
quietly to him, fhe put her head down to his face and com
pletely bit off his ear. 

On many parts of the great deferts oftriches were feen 
fcowering the plains and waving their black and white plumes 
in the wind, a fignal to the Hottentots that their nefts were not 
far diftant, efpecially if they wheeled round the place from 
whence they ftarted up : when they have no neft they make 
off, immediately on being difturbed, with the wing-feathers 
clofe to the body. There is fomething in the economy of this 
animal different in general from that of the reft of the feathered 

race. It feems to be the link of union, in the great chain of 
nature, that connects the winged with the four-footed tribe. 
Its ftrong-jointed legs and cloven hoofs are well adapted for 
f peed and for defence. The wings and all its feathers are 
infufficient to raife it from the ground ; its camel-fhaped neck 
is covered with hair ; its voice is a kind of hollow mournful 
lowing, and it grazes on the plain with the qua-cha and the 
zebra. Among the very few polygamous birds that are found 
in a ftate of nature, the oftrich is one. The male, diftinguifhed 
by its gloff'y black feathers from the dufky grey female, is 
generally feen with two or three, and frequently as many as 
five, of the latter. Thefe females lay their eggs in one neft, to 
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the number of ten or twelve each, which they hatch all toge
ther, the male taking his tum of fitting on them among the 
reft. Between fixty and feventy eggs have been found in one 
neft ; and if incubation has begun, a few are moft commonly 
lying round the fides of the hole, having been thrown out by 
the birds on finding the neft to contain more than they could 
conveniently cover. The time of incubation is fix weeks. For 
want of knowing the oftrich to be polygamous an error re
fpecl:ing this bird has flipt into the SJ/lema Naturte, where it is 
faid that one female lays fifty eggs. 

The eggs of the oftrich are confidered as a great delicacy. 
They are prepared in a variety of ways ; but that made ufe of 
by the Hottentots is perhaps the heft : it is fimply to bury them 
in hot a1hes, and through a fmall hole made in the upper end 
to ftir the contents continually round till they acquire the con
fiftence of an omlet : prepared in this manner we very often, 
in the courfe of our long joumies over the wilds of Africa, 
found them an excellent repaft. In thcfe eggs are frequently 
difcovered a number of fmall oval-Oiaped pebbles, about the 
fize of a marrowfat pea, of a pale yellow color and exceedi~g 
hard. In one egg were nine and in another twelve of fucb 
ftones. 

At this place it was confidered prudent to furniih our Hot
tentots, who attended the cattle, with fire-arms, having of late 
been much infefted by parties of Bosjef men. They had not 
been out with the oxen above an hour before they were feen 
returning with fix ftrangers under their guard. They were 
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not, however, Bosjefmens, but three runaway flaves, and three 
Hottentots, one of the latter of which was a girl about twelve 
years of age. This party had lived for fome time upon the 
defert entirely on animal food, which they had procured by 
lurking near the ufual halting-places of butchers and farmers, 
and driving off in the night-time a few fheep. Tired of fucb a 
mode of life, they were very glad to efcape from it by entering 
into the lift of our attendants. 

On the feventcenth we proceeded about twenty-four miles 
over a riling country, finely marked by hill and dale, but alto
gether barren, except that here and there were ftraggling over 
the furface a few f pecies of the mefembryanthemum, or fig 
marygold, among which were large patches of the curious and 
elegant ice-plant. At night the thermometer was down to the 
freezing point, and the following morning it had defcended to 
30°. The Black Mountains, about fifteen miles to the foutb
ward, had loft that part of their character to which perhap& 
they owed their name, and were covered with deep fnow. 
The nights had been fo intenfely cold and piercing, fince we 
entered upon the defert, that our horfes, being accuftomed to 
the ftable, immediately grew fick and low-fpirited, and two of 
them this day fell under the feverity of the weather. A third 
had a very narrow efcape. We loft feveral of our oxen ; but 
thefe died rather for want of food than from the coldnefs of 
the nights. 

On the eighteenth we crolfed the DwJka, or Rhinoceros 
river, and encamped on its banks. The bed of the river was a 
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fine-grained blue fand, and it generally exceeded a hundred 
yards in width ; but the collected ftreamlets, creeping over its 
furface, would fcarcely have furnilhed a quantity of water 
fufficient to turn a mill. The rivers that crofs the Karroo have 
this difference, which diftinguilhes them from rivers in general, 
that, notwithftanding all the tributary ftreamlets that may fall 
into them, the greater the diftance from the fource the lefs 
water they contain. As it feldom rains on the def ert, they 
have 110 fupply but from the lprings; and the water, in its 
pa{I'age from thefe, is continually lofing of its bulk both by ab
forption and by evaporation. Though the furrounding coun
try was deftitute of vegetation, a thick foreft of mimofas 
covered the banks of the Dwyka, and followed it through all 
its windings. This plant grows indeed on every part of the 
defert, on which it is the infeparable companion of all the 
rivers and all the periodical ftreamlets. Should a traveller 
happen to be in want of water, the appearance of the mimofa 
is a fure guide to the place where it occafionally at leaft is to 
be found. 

On the evening of the nineteenth we encamped upon the 
banks of the Ghamka, or Lion's river. The diftance from the 
Dwyka is about twenty miles of the moft beautiful road I ever 
beheld. There was neither ftone nor loofe fand, nor rut, to 
break the equality of the furface, which was level as that of a 
bowling-green, and confifted of a hard bed of clay bound toge
ther, and colored brown, with iron. Not a fwell of any fort 
intervened to interrupt the line of the horizon, which was as 
perfect as that viewed over the furface of the fea. Here, too, 
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which raifed a wealthy and populous republic out of the fea, 
impreff'ed the minds of thofe who firft formed the fettlement. 
A temperate climate, a fenile foil, a mild and peaceable race of 
natives, were advantages that few infant colonies have poff'eff'ed; 
and, as they ftill exift, may one day yet be turned to account. 
To encourage_!Jl~nat!!~~!>tt!!_l_t~ts i~ ufeful labor, J~y_ giving 
them an intereft in th~ prqd~c.~of that labor; to make them 
expe~ie.;~~h~ -~~~forts of civilized 'ifr;-.;ndto feel tl.!_~r. .. h~ve a 
place and a value in,_(ogety, which the miferable policy of the 
Dutch government denied to them, would be the fore means 
of diminiihing and, in time, of entirely removing the neceffity 
of flavery. Few negroes, in fall:, have been imported fince the 
capture, and thofe few by accident, or by fpecial permiffion: 
and as the increafed demand for colonial produce has required 
a proportional increafe of labor, they now bear moft extrava
gant prices. From one hundred to four hundred pounds fter
ling is daily paid for a flave in Cape Town ; yet it is not un
ufual to find from twenty to thirty in one houfe. Some of 
thefe, indeed, are artificers, and are hired out at certain rates 
for the day, week, or month. The moft active and docile, but 
the moft dangerous, flaves, are the Malays. They are faithful, 
honefi, and indufirious; but fo impatient of injury, and fo 
capricious, that the flighteft provocation will fometimes drive 
them into fits of phrenzy, during the continuance of which it 
would be unfafe to come within thtir reach. The revengeful 
f pirit of a Malay was firongly marked by an occurrence which 
happened a ihort time ago. Conceiving that he not only had 
ferved his mafier fufficiently long, and with great fidelity, but 
had alfo paid him feveral fums of money, he was tempted to 
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demand his liberty, and met with a refufal. The following 
morning the Malay murdered his fellow-flave. On being 
taken and brought up for examination before a commiffion of 
the Court of Juftice, he acknowledged that the boy he had 
murdered was his friend ; but he had confidered that the moft 
effectual way to be revenged of his mafter was, not by taking 
away his life, but by robbing him of the value of a thoufand 
rixdollars, by the lofs of the boy, and another thoufand by 
bringing himfelf, in fo doing, to the gallows, the recollel\:ion 
of which would prey upon his avaricious mind for the remain
der of his life. 

The effell:s that a ftate of flavery invariably produces on the 
minds and habits of a people, born and educated in the midft 
of it, are not lefs felt at the Cape than in the warmer climates. 
Among the upper ranks it is the cuftom for every child to have 
its fiave, whofe fole employment is to humour its caprices, and 
to drag it about from place to place left it fuould too foon dif
cover for what purpofes nature had beftowed on it legs and 
arms. Even the lower clafs of people objel\: to their children 
going out as fervants, or being bound as apprentices to learn 
the ufcful trades, which, in their contracted ideas, would be 
confidercd as condemning them to perform the work of flaves. 

The education of youth has hitherto been very much ne
glel\:ed. The government never hit upon any fuccefsful plan 
for the eftablHhment of public fchools ; and the individual had 
no other ambition but that of qualifying his fons, by writing 
and accounts, to become fervants of the Company. This body 
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of merchants had a number of perfons in their employ who 
were very ill paid. Their falaries indeed were infufficient to 
afford them a bare fubfiftence; but it tacitly allowed them to 
negociate for themfelves. The confequence of fuch a conduct 
was, that each became a kind of petty dealer. Each had his 
little private fhop in fome corner of his houfe. The moil: pal

try articles were in the lift of their commodities for fale ; and 
thofe who ranked high in the government, and affumed a firing 
of full-founding epithets to their names, felt no fort of indig
nity in retailing the produce of their gardens; not indeed avow
edly, but through the medium of their flaves. In fact, the 
minds of every clafs, the governor, the clergy, the fifcal, and the 
fecretary of the court of jufiice excepted, were wholly bent on 
trade. Koopman or merchant was a title that conferred rank at 
the Cape, to which the military even afpired. On this fubjell: 
the ideas of the Dutch differ widely from thofe of the Chinefe, 
who have degraded the merchant into the very loweft order of 
their fociety. 

That portion of the day, not employed in the concerns of 
trade, is ufually devoted to the gratification of the fenfual appe
tites. Few have any tafte for reading, and none for the culti
vation of the fine arts. They have no kind of public amufe
ments except occafional balls ; nor is there much focial inter
courfe but by family parties, which ufually confift of card
playing or dancing. Money-matters and merchandize engrofs 
their whole converfation. Yet none are opulent, though many 
in eafy circumO:ances. There are no beggars in the whole co
lony; and but a few who are the objects of public charity. 
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The fubfiftence for thefe is derived from the intereft of a fund 
eftabliilied out of the church fuperfluities, from alms, donations, 
and collections made after divine fervice, and not from any tax 
laid upon the public. Except, indeed, a few colonial afTeff
ments for the repairs of the ftreets and public works, the inha
bitants of the Cape have little drawback on their profits or the 
produce of their labour. The luxury of a carriage and horfes, 
which in England is attended with an enormous expence, is 
kept up here for a trifle after the firft coft. Thofe in the town 
that are ufed only for iliort excurfions, or for taking the airt 
are open, and calculated for four or fix perfons. :For making 
journies they have a kind of light waggon covered with fail
cloth, and fufficiently large to hold a whole family with clothes 
and provifions for feveral days. The coachman is generally 
one of thofe people known in the colony by the name of Baf
taards, being a mixed breed between a Hottentot woman and 
European man, or a Hottentot woman and a £lave. They make 
moft excellent drivers, and think nothing of turning iliort cor
ners, or of galloping through narrow avenues, with eight in 
hand. The ladies feldom take the exercife of riding on horfe
back, that exercife being confidered as too fatiguing. They 
generally confine themfelves to the houfe during the day, 
and walk the Mall in the public garden in the cool of the 
evening. 

It has been the remark of moft travellers that the ladies of 
the Cape are pretty, lively, and good-humoured; poffeffing 
little of that phlegmatic temper which is a principal trait in the 
national characl:er of the Dutch. The difference in the manners 
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and appearance of the young men and the young women, in 
the fame family, is inconceivably great. The former are 
clumfy in their fhape, aukward in their carriage, and of an un
fociable difpofition ; whilft the latter are generally of a fmall 
delicate form, below the middle fize, of eafy and unaffected 
manners, well dreffed, and fond of focial intercourfe, an indul
gence in which they are feldom reftrained by their parents, and 
which they as feldom turn to abufe. They are here indeed 
Jefs dependant on, and lefs fubject to, the caprice of parents 
than elfewhere. Primogeniture entitles to no advantages; but 
all the children, male and female, fhare alike in the family pro
perty. No parent can difinherit a child without affigning, on 
proof, one at leaft of the fourteen reafons enumerated in the 
Juftinian Code. By the law of the colony, a community of all 
property, both real and perfonal, is fuppofed to take place on 
the marriage of two perfons, unlefs the contrary fhould be parti
cularly provided againft by folemn contract made before mar
riage. Where no fuch contract exifts, the children, on the 
death of either parent, are entitled to that half of the joint pro
perty which was fuppofed to belong to the deceafed, and which 
cannot be withheld on application after they are come of age. 

It is but juftice to the young females of the Cape to remark, 
that many of them have profited much more than could be 
expected from the limited means of education that the place 
affords. In the better families, moft of them arc taught mufic, 
and fome have acquired a tolerable degree of execution. Many 
underftand the French language, and fome have made great 
proficiency in the EnglHh. They are expert at the needle, at 
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all kinds of lace, knotting, and tambour work, and in general 
make up their own dreffes, following the prevailing fafhions of 
England brought from time to time by the female paffengers 
bound to India, from whom they may be faid to 

'' Catch the manners Ji,ing as they rife." 

Neither are the other fex, while boys, deficient in vivacity or 
talent ; but for want of the means of a proper education, to 
open their minds and excite in them a defire of knowledge, 
they foon degenerate into the common routine of eating, fmok
ing, and fleeping. Few of the male inhabitants affociate with 
the Englifh, except fuch as hold employments under the govern
ment. This backwardnefs may be owing in part to the differ
ent habits of the two nations, and partly, perhaps, to the reluc
tance that a vanquifhed people muft always feel in mixing with 
their conquerors. No real caufe, however, of complaint or dif
affecl:ion could poffibly be alleged againft the Englifh govern
ment at the Cape. No new taxes have been impofed fince the 
conqueft ; but, on the contrary, fome of the old ones have 
been diminifhed, and others modified. The demand and value 
of every produll:ion of the colony have very confiderably in
creafed, while the articles of import have fallen, in their prices. 
More than 200,000 rixdollars of arrears in rent of land have 
been remitted to the inhabitants by the Britifh government, as 
well as 180,000 rixdollars of dubious debts. They have pre
ferved their laws and their religion, both of which continue to 
be adminiftered by their own people. They enjoy as great a 
£hare of rational liberty as men, bound to each other, and to 
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the whole, by the ties that a ftate of fociety necelfarily impofes, 
could poffibly expect, and much greater than under their for
mer government. Property has been fecure in every inftance, 
and has been raifed to double its former value: and none has 
the lofs of life of any friend or relation to lament at the time of, 
or fince, the capture. Their paper currency, fabricated by the 
government in order to get over a temporary diftrefs, but which 
it had never been able to take out of circulation, bore a depre
ciation of 40 per cent. and a filver dollar was fcarcely to be 
feen. The former is now at par with f pecie, and not lefs 
than two millions of the latter have been fent from England and 
thrown into circulation. Every perfon enjoys his !hare of the 
general profperity. The proprietor of houfes in town has more 
than doubled his rent; and the farmer in the country, where 
formerly he received a rixdollar for each of his ilieep, now re
ceives three. Four years of increafing profperity, of uninter
rupted peace and domeftic tranquillity, have been the happy lot 
of the inhabitants of the Cape of Good Hope. 

Scenes very different from thefe would, in all probability, 
have been exhibited here, had not the Englifh taken polfeffion 
of the colony at the very time they were ripe for execution. 
Jacobinifm, or fubverfion of all order, had induftrioufly been 
propagated by the ill-dif po fed, among the ignorant part of the 
colonifts, both in the town and country diftricts. A weak and 
timid government, inftead of crufhing it in its infancy, fuffered 
it to grow to maturity. Its principal officers were infulted 
with impunity. The Landrofts, or Chief Magiftrates of the 
police in the country, were driven out of their diftricl:s, and the 
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farmers refufed to pay the rents of the loan lands. Profcribed 
lifts were altually made out of fuch as were firft to fuffer ; and 
the fiaves were anxioufiy waiting for the fignal of a general 
emancipation. Even after the capture the people of the diftant 
diftrill of Graaff Reynet had indignantly ufed, and then turned 
away, the landroft and the clergyman that had been appointed 
and fent thither by Sir James Craig, who immediately ordered 
a detachment of light infantry with a fquadron of dragoons to 
march to the Drofdy. Intimidated at the news of fuch a mea
fure, they fent a fupplicating letter, figned by fome of the prin
cipal inhabitants, praying that the troops might I.le recalled, and 
promifing good order and obedience to the laws. 

About this time (May 1797) the Earl of Macartney arrived at 
the Cape to take charge of hi& government ; and one of his firft 
meaf ures was that of fending back to Graaff Reynet the fame 
landroft whom they had expelled, in order to convince them 
that the Britifh government, though lenient and juft in its pro
ceedings, was not lefs firm in carrying them into execution. 
In addition to the political motives which induced his Excel
lency to fend his own fecretary in company with the landroft, 
he thought it at the fame time a fair opportunity for fupplying 
fome information refpell:ing the diftant parts of the colony, and 
the countries bordering upon it, hitherto fo little vifited, and fo 
imperfectly known. His inftrull:ions, on this occafion, em
braced a variety of objell:s, as well for the fcientific inquirer as 
for the promotion of the public benefit: and ihould the fol
lowing pages be found to contain nothing conducive to the 
ends propofed by thefe inftrull:ions, the fault muft reft folely 
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on the perfon who had the honor to receive them. As fad:s 
locally colled:ed, they have been thought worthy to be laid 
before the public. The obfervations and refled:ions upon the 
fad:a are fuch as occurred when the impreffion they made, on 
the f pot, was ftrongeft on the mind. Since that time they have 
undergone but little alteration, and are therefore confidered as 

fletches only, to be filled up and finifhed by future travellers: 
and they are fubmitted to the public more with the confciouf
nefs of truth than of any literary attainments in the writer. 
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CHAP. II. 

Sletches on a journey from The Cape of Good Hope, acrofi the 
Karroo, or Arid Deflrt, to the Drefdy of Graef Reyne/. 

THOUGH the rains ufually commence about the beginning 
of May, in the prefent year the whole month of June was a 
feries of fine pleafant weather; unfavorable, however, to the 
hufbandman, and not lefs fo to the traveller, who may have 
before him a long journey over the uninhabited deferts of 
Africa, and muft neceffarily make daily ufe of the fame cattle, 
either in the team, or to travel along with him as relays. 
The eftablifued mode of performing fuch long journies, in 
this colony, is in covered waggons drawn by bullocks. 
The carriages made for this purpofe are very expenfive ; but 
they are well conftrull:ed to bear hard fervice, to run light, and 
are fufficiently commodious and fpacious to contain all the 
neceffaries that may be wanted on a long journey, and alfo a 
cot, or matrafs, for fieeping upon. Such a carriage is com
monly drawn by a team, orjj,an, as it is termed in the colony, 
of ten or twelve oxen. Each day's journey is called a jkq/f; 
and the length of thefe is generally regulated by local circum
ftances, being from five to fifteen hours. It is cuftomary alfo 
to travel in the night, that the cattle may have the advantage of 
the day to graze, or rather to broufe, among the ihrubbery ; 
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for many parts of the country, particularly after a feries of dry 
weather, produce not a fingle blade of grafs. The bitter, four, 
and faline plants, than which the arid foil of an African defert 
produces nothing better, conftitute oft times their only food for 
weeks together; and to the ufe of thefe may probably be 
owing the offenfive breath that the ox of the colony is gene
rally obferved to have. Jn Europe, the fweetnefs of the breath 
of horned cattle is almoft proverbial. In Africa it is remarked 
to be altogether as naufeous. The bad quality of the water, 
which in the defert plains is never met with pure, but impreg
nated with faline or earthy matter, may alfo contribute in pro
ducing this effect. The f peed of an ox in the waggon, where 
the country is tolerably level, and the furface hard, is full three 
miles an hour, at which rate he will continue for ten or twelve 
hours without halting. 

The firft day of July was fixed upon for our departure from 
the Cape ; and the preceding month was employed in making 
the neceffary preparations, fitting up three waggons, and in 
procuring draught oxen, which at this feafon of the year, after 
the long drought, were fcarce and extremely lean. Btylaard.t 
for drivers, and Hottentots to lead the foremoft pair in the 
team, and to take care of the relays, were very difficult to be 
procured, but indifpenfibly neceffary. Every thing, however, 
was in readinefs on the day fixed, though it was night before 
the waggons left the town ; and the oxen were fo miferably 
bad, that before they had proceeded three miles, two of them 
dropped in the yokes, and were obliged to be left behind. Jn 
feven hours they had only advanced about fifteen miles, to a 
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place called Stickland, where Sir James Craig had caufed 
ftabling for feveral troops of dragoons, and ftone-buildings for 
the officers and men, to be erected, as a place of great import
ance in cafe of an attack from a powerful enemy. This ftation 
is at the fouth point of a range of hills called the Tigerberg or 
Tiger Mountain, that terminates, on this fide, the fandy ifth
mus. At the feet of the hills, and in the vallies formed by 
them, are feveral pleafant farms, with gardens well ftored with 
vegetables for the table, fruiteries, vineyards, and extenfive corn 
lands. As none of the latter are inclof ed there is a general appear
ance of nakednefs in the country, which, if planted with foreft
trees, as the oak and the larch, and divided by fences, would 
become fufficiently beautiful, as nature in drawing the outline 
bas performed her part. The fandy flat, of which the Tiger
berg forms the boundary, is applied to no ufe but that of fur
nifuing a part of the fupply of fuel for the town, and for the 
country people and butchers occafionally to turn their cattle 
upon. It is a prevailing opinion at the Cape, that this ifthmus, 
which now feparates the two principal bays, was once covered 
with the fea, making, at that time, the Cape promontory a com
plete ifland. The flatnefs and little elevation of the furface, 
the quantity of fand upon it, and the number 'Of £hells buried 
in the fand, have been urged as the grounds for fuch a conjec
ture. If, however, fuch has been the cafe, and the retreat of 
the fea progreffive, it is an incalculable period of time fince the 
two bays have been united. The furface is from 20 to 30 feet 
above the level of high-water mark ; the fand upon it, except 
where it is drifted into ridges, is feldom three feet deep, and 
generally refts on fand-ftone or hard gravel, bound together, 
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and coloured yellow or brown with iron. The vegetable re
mains, walhed by the rains into the hollows, form in places 
bogs or peat-mofs, and the water in them is of a deep claret
colour, and fometimes black. I never met with any £hells on 
any part of the ifthmus ; but the prcfence of thefe is no argu
ment of their having been brought there by the fea. Many 
thoufand waggon-loads of ihells may be met with in various 
places along the eaftern coaft, in fituations that are feveral hun
dred feet above the level of the f ea. They are generally found 
in the greateft quantities in fheltered caverns, a circumftance 
that might lead to the fuppofition of the original inhabitants of 
the country being a fort of Troglodytes, as indeed the favage 
Hottentots of the interior in fome degree ftill are. The fad: is, 
they are carried from the coaft into thefe elevated fituations by 
the myriads of fea-fowl that frequent the African fiiores. At 
Mufcle-bay is a remarkable cavern containing an immenfe 
quantity of different kinds of fhells peculiar to the coaft ; above 
the level of which it is not lefs than three hundred feet ; and 
behind the Lion's Head, at the fame height, are beds of thells, 
buried under vegetable earth and clay. The human mind can 
form no idea as to the meafure of time required for the fea to 
have progreffively retreated from fuch elevations .. 

The plain that ftretches to the eaftward from Tigerberg is 
Jefs fandy, and better covered with fhrubs and plants, than the 
ifthmus, and has a few farms fcattered thinly over it near rills 
of water, that have broken the furface into deep glens in their 
paffage to the northward. On the more arid and naked parts, 
confifting of yellow clay and fand, are thrown up many thou-
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fands of thofe cellular maffes of earth by a fmall infea: of the 
ant tribe, to which naturalifts haYe given the name of termu, 
different, however, from, and much lefs deftrul\:ive than, that 
f pecies, of which a curious defcription has been given by Mi:. 
Smeathman in the Philofophical Tranfal\:ions. The ant-hills 
in this pan of Africa feldom exceed the height of three feet. 

The plain to the eaftward, at a dozen miles beyond Stick
land, is terminated by two mountains, between which the road 
leads into a valley better cultivated and more thickly inhabited 
than any part between it and the Cape. Simonfberg, on the 
right, is among the higheft of the mountains that are feen from 
the Cape. Its forked Parnaffian fummit is frequently, in win
ter, coyered with fnow, and in the fouth-eaft winds of fum
mer is generally buried in the clouds. It alfo has its Helicon 
trickling down its fides, as yet a virgin f pring untafted by the 
Mufes. It held out more charms, it feems, for Plutus, than for 
Apollo. A man in the time of the governor, w hofe name the 
mountain perpetuates, intent on making his fortune by impof
ing on the credulity and ignorance of the Company's fervants, 
melted down .a quantity of SpanHh dollars, and prefented the 
mafs to the governor as a fpecimen of filver from a rich mine 
that he had difcovered in this mountain. Enraptured at the 
proof of fo important a difcovery, a refolution was paffed 
by the governor in council that a fum of money fuould be 
advanced to the man to enable him to profecute his difcovery, 
and work the mine, of which he was to have the fole direl\:ion; 
and in the mean time, to convince the public of the riling 
wealth of the colony, the mafs of filver was ordered to be 
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manufactured into a chain to which the keys of the Caftle gates 
:fhould be fuf pended. The chain was made, and ftill remains 
in the fame fervice for which it was originally intended,. as a 
memorial of the credulity of the governor and the council. 

The Paarlberg, on the left of the pafs into the valley, is a hill 
of moderate height, and has taken its name from a chain of 
large round ftones that pafs over the fummit, like the pearls of 
a necklace. Of thefe the two that are placed near the central 
and higheft point of the range are called, par excellence, the 
pearl and the diamond : and a particular defcription of them 
has been thought worthy of a place in the Philofopbical Tranf
actions. From that paper, and Mr. Maifon's defcription, it 
would appear that thefe two maffes of ftone refted upon their 
own bafes, and were detached from the mountain ; whereas 
they grow out, and form a part, of it. It has alfo been faid 
that their compofition was totally different from the rocks that 
are found in the neighbouring mountains, which led a naturalift 
in Europe to obferve, that thefe immenfe blocks of granite had 
probably been thrown up by volcanic explofions, or by fome 
caufe of a fimilar nature. It has been obferved in the preced
ing Chapter, that the fand-ftone ftrata of the Table Mountain 
refted upon a bed of primreval granite, and that an infinite 
number of large ftones were fcattered at the feet of the Moun
tains along the fca-coaft, from the Lion's Head to the true Cape 
of Good Hope. All thefe are precifely of the fame nature, and 
the fame materials, as the pearl and the diamond ; that is to 
fay, they are aggregates of quartz and mica; the firft in large 
ir.regular maffes, and the latter in black lumps refembling iliorl : 
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they contain alfo cubic pieces of feltfpar, and feem to be bound 
together by plates of a clayey iron ftone. All the ftones of this 
defcription appear to have been formed round a nucleus, as by 
the action of the air and weather they fall to pieces in large 
concentric laminz. The Pearl is acceffible on the northern 
fide, but is nearly perpendicular on all the reft. This floping 
fide is more than a thoufand feet, and the perpendicular alti
tude about four hundred feet above the fummit of the moun
tain, and the circumference of its bafe is a full mile. Near the 
top it is quadrifelted by two clifts, croffing at right angles, in 
which were growing a number of beautiful aloes, feveral cryp
togamous and other plants. A great part of the flanting fide 
was covered with a f pecies of green lichen. Down the perpen
dicular fides were immenfe rifts, as if the mafs had been torn 
afunder by its own weight. The Diamond is the higher block, 
but lefs bulky, and, being cone-1haped, is difficult and danger
ous to afcend. 

The mountain of the Paarl furnilhes a fine field for the bota
nift. The plants are very varied and wonderfully luxuriant. 
The wild olive of the Cape feems to have here attained its 
greateft fize, and the dark-green foliage is finely contrafted with 
the elegant tribe of heaths, fome of which ihoot up to the fize 
and form of trees. The fruit of the wild olive is fmall and 
acrid ; but the wood is clofe-grained, lhaded, and takes a polifh 
not unlike that of walnut. A great variety of that genus of 
plants to which botanifts have given the name of Protea, deco
rate the fides of the Paarl Mountain. Of thefe, one of the moft 
numerous and moft conf picuous was the mellifera, called here 
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the fugar-tree, from the great quantity of faccharine juice con
tained in the bottom of its vafe-thaped Bowers. Many of the 
inhabitants are at the trouble of collecling this juice, which is 
fometimes ufed as a ftomachic, and fometimes boiled down to a 
thick f yrup for the purpofe of preferving fruits. Several 
fpecies of the gaudy-plumed certbia, or creeper, come in alfo 
fur their fuarc, and at this feafon of the year may be feen in 
vaft numbers perching themfclves on the edge of the corollas, 
and fucking, with their long fickle-fuaped bills, " the honied 
" fweets." The iridefcent and brilliant colors of thefe beauti
ful little birds, fluttering about the variegated bloifoms of the 
protea, cannot fail to attract the notice of the paffenger, for a 
time, from every other object. One fpecies in particular (the 
chalybea of Linn:Eus) commands attention to its clear melo
dious note. It fings delightfully in the cage, where it is kept 
with difficulty, exifting entirely on fugar and water. 

The mountains that form the eaftern boundary of the valley 
are eminently grand, but are deftitute, near their fummits, of a 
lhrub, or even a blade of grafs. They arc a part of that great 
chain that firetches from Falfe Bay to the northw.ud, and to 
which a French naturalift has given the name of the Back-bone 
of the Earth ; a name, however, that is much more appropriate 
by their appearance than great extent. Their naked fummits 
are pointed and jagged, and divided like the vertebr:E of the 
back-bone of an animal. They confift, like the Table Moun
tain, of a number of fand-ftone ftrata, placed in a horizontal 
direction, contain a great deal of iron, being in places perfectly 
red, and they reft upon beds of granite, clay, and flate. This 
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range of mountains, like an immenfe wall, lhuts out entirely 
from the Cape the countries that lie far beyond it ; fo com
pletely, indeed, that a few men in poffeffion of the paffes would 
always be able to cut off all communication between the fea
coaft and the interior. Of thef e paffes, or llooft as they are 
called by the colonifts, there are but three that are ever ufed by 
whed-carriages. Hottentot Holland's Kloof near Falfe Bay, 
which opens a communication with the diftrict of Swellendam 
and the eaftem parts of the colony along the fea-coaft : Roode 
Sand, or red fand, Kloof, oppofite to Saldanha Bay, leading to 
GraafF Reynet, and the remoteft parts of the colony ; and 
Eland's Kloof, ftill farther north, which opens into a wild and 
almoft uninhabited part of the country. 

Though the mountains be wild and barren, nothing could be 
more beautiful, rich, and well covered, than the- vale they 
enclofe, which is well-watered by the numbcrlefs arms of the 
Berg river, uniting near the middle, and meandering through it 
with a fmooth and almoft imperceptible current. This vale 
contains the divifions, or parilhes, of Great and Little Draken
fteen, Franfche Hoek or French corner, and the Paarl. The 
laft is an affemblage of about thirty houfes, dif po fed into two 
ftreight lines, and are fo far detached from each other as to 
form a ftreet about a mile in length. The church ftands near 
the middle. This, as well as moft of the houfes, is neatly co
vered with rye-ftraw : a coating of this thatch, if properly laid 
on, will laft from twenty to thirty years. The hoofes are 
generally furrounded with plantations of oaks. The common 
fize of thefe is from ten to fifteen feet in circumference, and 

from 

Digitized by Google 



TRAVELS IN 

from twenty to thirty feet without a branch : many are much 
larger : the tops arc neither bent, nor is the wood lhaken, nor 
twifted, as of thofe about Cape Town ; a proof that the winds 
are lefs violent in this valley than at the latter place. 

Franfchc Hoek, and the two Drakenfteens, have neither 
church nor any affemblage ofhoufes that deferves the name of 
village, but are compofed of detached farms, difperfed over the 
vale at confiderable diftances from each other. MoA: of thefe 
are freehold property, that were granted, in the early ft.ages of 
the Settlement, for certain fums of money, or by favor, or 
for particular fervices. They confift each of fixty morgen1 of 
land, or 120 Englifh acres, and the poffeffors claim the privi
lege of the intermediate wafte-land to turn their cattle upon. 
This is a great abufe, which perhaps would heft be checked by 
obliging the proprietors to inclofe their juA: portion of I ao 
acres, and would certainly be the means of greatly improving 
the country. 

The chief produce of the valley is wine. At this time they 
were bufily employed in pruning their vines. Thefe are feldom 
fuffered to creep up into frames or ftandards, as is moft common 
in the fouthern parts of Europe, but arc planted in rows, in the 
fame manner, and about the fame fize, as currants or goofe
berry bufhes in England. In this part of the colony, which is 
not very diftant from the Cape-market, there is no kind of pro
duce that fo well repays the labor of the farmer as the culture 
of the grape. On an acre of ground may be planted five thou
fand ftocks of vines, and a thoufand of thefe will generally yield 
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a leaguer or pipe of 154 gallons of wine. The retail price of a 
leaguer is from 50 to 150 rixdollars, or 10 to 30/. fterling. 
That fort which is commonly drank at table under the name 
of Cape madeira now fells at 12 /. a pipe, as does alfo a pleaf
ant tart wine not unlike 'Vin de grave, called here the Steen 
wine. Of rich f weet wines the colony produces great variety: 
a large white Perfian grape, called here the hamapod, or cock's 
foot, makes a delicious but expenfive wine ; the grape being 
Beiliy, is generally planted for the purpofe of heing converted 
into raifins. The mufcadel gives a different wine at almoft 
every place in which it grows. Nearly all the wines that are 
made at the Cape tafte either very much of the fruit, or other
wife are meagre or four. The firft may generally be attributed 
to the muft not having undergone a fufficient degree of fer
mentation to change its nature, but put up into pipes with 
much of the faccharine matter remaining undecompofed. The 
latter may probably be owing to the practice of pulling the grapes 
before they are ripe, in order to prevent their being confumed 
by the numerous tribes of infects that prey upon them, among 
which the common honey bee is not the leaft deftructive. 

The grapes in general that are produced at the Cape are not 
inferior to thofe of any country; and there can be little doubt 
that the wines expreffed from them might, by proper manage
ment, be made to rival the heft European wines. Some of the 
farmers have lately turned their attention to the fubject, and 
have found themfelves amply repaid for any additional tabor 
and expence they might have incurred in making experiments. 
Thofe few alfo who have attended tQ the procefs of diftilling 
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f pirits from the fruit have produced brandy of a very good 
quality. This article is here in general very bad, evidently 
owing, in a great degree, to the manner in which it is manu
facl:ured. In order to get as much fpirit as poffible, the mate
rials thrown into the ftill are of the groff'eft kind, the greateA: 
part being the expreff'ed hulks and ftalks of the grapes ; the 
apparatus is bad ; the conducting of the procefs is committed 
to the hands of a flave, who has little knowledge of, and lefs 
intereft in, the bufinefs he is commanded to perform: he falls 
afleep ; the fire goes out ; a rapid blaze fucceeds to make up 
for lofs of time ; the fpirit carries over with it a fi:rong empy
reumatic flavor which it never Iofcs. There is, however, not
withftanding every precaution that has hitherto been taken, a 
very peculiar tafte in all the wines and brandies of the Cape, 
arifing probably from the circumftance of the grapes growing 
fo very near the ground. It is well known that the exhala
tions from the earth are fo much imbibed by the leaves of the 
tobacco plant which grow neareft to it, that thofe leaves are 
always rejecl:ed as unfit for ufe ; and it is natural to fuppofe 
that the fruit of the vine hanging very near to, or even refting 
upon, the ground, will alfo receive the prevailing flavor exhal
ing from the foil. It is indolence alone that has hitherto pre
vented the colonifts from leading their vines along ftandards, in 
which cafe they would not only improve the quality of the 
grape, but would alfo receive a double quantity from the fame 
ground. The raifins of the Cape are of fo good a quality, and 
can be afforded at fo reafonable a rate, that, in all probability, 
they will hereafter form an article of confiderable export. Al
monds are alfo plentiful, large, and good. 
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The whole valley is convertible into excellent arable land ; 
yet very little corn is cultivated except for home confumption. 
The traa of country that ftretches along the feet of the great 
chain of mountains from the Paarl to Falfe Bay, including the 
two Drakenfteens, Franfche Hoek, the Drofdy of Stellenbofch, 
and Hottentots HoUand, is chiefly employed in railing wine 
and fruits for the Cape-market. The quantity of the former 
amounts annually to about 6000 leaguen. 

Hitherto there have been few fpeculators among the Dutch 
planters : the fpirit of improvement and experiment never en
tered into their minds; and it may be a matter of doubt, had 
not the French Proteftants, who fought an afylum here from 
the religious perfecutions of their once bigoted countrymen, 
introduced and cultivated the vine, whether at this time the 
whole colony would have produced a fingle leaguer of wine. 
The fugar-cane grows with health and vigor in feveral parts of 
the colony ; yet none of the planters have yet procured a 
pound of fugar. On afking a farmer, who complained that 
the canes had overrun his garden, why he did not turn them 
to fome account, he replied with that nonchalance which cha
ralterizes the nation, that it ferved to amufe the women and 
children ; but that he fhould not be the firft to try it, as long 
as he could buy that anicle in the Cape for fix fchillings, or 
three EnglUh fhillings, a pound. 

Among the thick lhrubbery that covers the uncultivated parta 
of the valley, is an abundance of game, particularly of the Cape 
partridges, which, fearlefs of man, run about nearly as tame as 
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poultry in a farm-yard; and of korhaens, the otis tifra of 
Linnreus, and white-eared baftard of Latham, which, unlike 
the partridge, not only fly to a diftance at the approach of the 
f portfman, but keep up, while on the wing, a violent fcream
ing, as if to give notice to other birds of the impending 
danger. There are alfo plenty of Cape fnipes, Scolopax Capen-

Ji.r, and three fpecies of wild ducks, the ana.r Capen/is, or Cape 
widgeon, the Dominican duck, and the common teal. Among 
the quadrupeds that inhabit the valley arc the duiker and the 
gricfbok, already defcribed ; and the mountains abound with a 
curious fpecies of antelope, which, from its amazing agility, is 
called the ldip-Jpringer, or rock-leaper. Its cloven hoofs are 
each of them fubdivided into two fegments, and jagged at the 
edges, which gives it the power of adhering to the fteep fides 
of the fmooth rock without danger of flipping. The color is 
cinereous grey, and its black horns are ihort, {height, erect, and 
annulated one third of their length from the bafe. The hair is 
very fingular, being fo brittle that it breaks inftead of bending, 
adheres loofely to the fkin, and is fo very light that it is ufed as 
the heft article that can be procured for fluffing faddles .. 

A few miles beyond the Paarl, the Berg or Mountain-river 
croffes the road. It is here fo large and deep in the winter fea
fon as to make a pant or floating bridge neceffary. A little 
lower down, however, it is fometimes fordable ; and the pea
fants, to avoid the toll at the ferry, frequently crofs it, though at 
the hazard of their own lives and of their cattle. At this time 
the river was pretty full; yet two farmers, rather than pay four 
{billings for the paffage at the ferry of their two waggons,. 
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ventured through at the ford, and paffed it with the lofs only 
of two fheep that were worth at leaft four times the amount of 
the toll. The road beyond the ferry is excellent, being a level 
bed of hard clay ; but the country is very thinly inhabited. In 
advancing to the northward the furface has fewer inequalities, 
and becomes fandy. Nothing, however, like drifts or beds of 
fand, meets the eye ; but, on the contrary, it wanders over an 
uninterrupted foreft of verdure arifing from a variety of fruit
efcent plants, among which the tribes of proteas, of heaths, and 
two fpecies of flriphium, called here the rhinofceros-bufh, pre
dominate. In thofe places where the ground is leaft covered, 
the hillocks thrown up by the termites moft abound. Here 
alfo, towards the clofe of the day, a multitude of fmall land 
tortoifes, the tyludo pujilla and the geometrica of Linnreus, were 
crawling flowly off the road towards the bullies, having bafked 
themfelves in the open funfhine during the day. The howling 
wolf and the yelping jackall began their hideous cries fuortly 
after the fetting of the fun, and feemed to follow us in the 
night, keeping at no great diftance from the waggons. It was 
near the middle of the night before we arrived at a folitary 
habitation, fituated in a wild, bleak, open country, and on the 
borders of a lake called the Vogel Valley or the Bird Lake. The 
word valley, in the colony, implies either a lake or a fwamp: at 
this time the place in queftion was the latter; but it abounded 
with ducks, geefe, and teal, and alfo with the great white peli
can, the onocratu/111, and the rofe-colored flamingo. The wings 
of the latter are converted into fans for flapping away the flies 
that, in incredible multitudes, f warm in the houfes of the pea
fantry for want of a proper attention to cleanlinefs ; and the 
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pelican is fuot for the fake of the fine foft down which lies un
der his plumage. 

A few miles beyond this lake or fwamp brought us to the 
entrance of Roode Sand Kloef, or the red fandy pafs over the 
great chain of mountains. Here the ftrata of which they are 
compofed, though of the fame nature as the Table Mountain, 
were not horizontal, but dipped to the fouth-eaftward, making 
with the horizon an angle of about twenty degrees. The 
afcent of the Kloef is not fteep, but very rugged ; and a f mall 
river that meanders down it muft be crolfed feveral times. The 
plants, iheltered by the large fragments of rock that have rolled 
down the mountains, are uncommonly luxuriant. Of thefe 
the different f pecies of protea were the moft conf picuous ; that 
fpecies of ricin111 called the palma Chrifti, which aft"ords the 
caftor oil, was very plentiful ; and the two f peciea of the me
lianthus grew in every part of the Kloef. The calla Ethiopica 
was everywhere abundant and in full Bower. The baboons, 
from their concealed dens in the fides of the mountain, laughed, 
fcreamed, and uttered fuch horrible noifes, the whole time that 
the waggons were afcending the pafs, that to a ftranger, not 
knowing from whence they proceeded, they excited no f mall 
degree of furprif e. 

From the upper part of the Kloef there is no defcent to the 
land of Waveren, or, as the divifion is now called, Roode Sand. 
The furface of this vale is four or five hundred feet higher than 
that which lies on the Cape fide of the range of mountains. 
It ia bounded on the eaftern fide by a branch of the fame chain, 
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much higher, however, than that through which the pafs lies, 
yet acceffible by waggons. The fummits of the mountains 
were buried in fnow, and the thermometer at funrife ftood, on 
the plain, at the freezing point. 

The valley of Roode Sand, or Waveren, is a fertile traa of 
land, well watered by ftreamlets falling from the inclofing 
mountains, and produces abundance of corn, fome wine, rai
fins, and other fruits. Several parts are capable of being 
flooded, and on that account admirably adapted for the cultiva
tion of rice. The Chinefe bamboo, a plant not more elegant 
than it is ufeful, grows here with great luxuriance, and is em
ployed for whipftocks, and to make frames for the covers of the 
waggons. The Cape olive grows wild in great abundance, and 
alfo the palma Chrifti. Game of various kinds is alfo plentiful, 
fuch as buftards, panridges, fnipes, ducks, and mountain geefe. 
Of antelopes they have the duiker, klip-fpringer, fteenbok, 
grieibok, and reebok. The laft is an animal that does not yet 
appear to have been defcribed in any fyftematic work. Its fize 
is that of the domeftic goat, but it is much more elegantly 
made. The color is a bluifh grey, the belly and breaft white ; 
horns feven or eight inches long, annulated about a third part 
of the length from the bafe. Befides thefe they have the Cape 
hare, and an animal that burrows in the ground called the pser 
1Jarle, or iron hog, the ftelh of which, when falted and dried, 
ia efteemed by the Dutch as a great delicacy. It is the b:tflri11 
nijlata, or crefted porcupine of Pennant. Several of the 
farmen breed them ; but it is a vicious animal, and not fafe to 
be approached by ft.rangers. The aard 1Jarle or earth-hog, 
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the myrmecophaga Capenjis or ant-eater of the Cape, is alfo very 
common, and like the porcupine undermines the ground, fel
dom quitting its fubterranean abode except in the night The 
thighs of this animal are fometimes falted, and in that ftate con
fidered as very good hams. 

The valley of Roode Sand is about thirty miles in length, 
and is inhabited by about forty families. ~itting this divi
fion, the country becomes wild, and almoft uninhabited. 
Bogs, f wamps, and morafs covered with rufhes and four 
plants, large trall:s of naked hard clay, deep fandy roads, 
pools of ftagnant water, and thofe infallible indications of a 
barren foil, hillocks of ants, are the chief objects that meet the 
eye of the traveller. For feveral miles together no human 
habitation makes its appearance. In this dreary country there 
was nothing to engage the attention but the vaft chain of 
mountains on the left which we were lhortly to pafs, and 
which here began to round off into an eafterly direction. 
This branch was much more wild, lofty, and barren than that 
through which the Kloef of Roode Sand opens a paffage. 
They confifted of immenfe columnar maffes of naked fand
ftone, of a red ferruginous color paffing in places into fteel
blue. Their corroded and jagged tops, like the battlements of 
fo many towers or minarets, leaned from their baf es, and 
feemed to owe their only fupport to each other. The ftrata 
were here inclined to the eaftward in an angle of about forty 
degrees, and feemed as if ready to flide down over each other. 
Still they were uniform, and had evidently never been dif
rupted by any fubterraneous eruption or concuffion. On the 
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oppofite fide of the dale, however, ftood a long range of hills 
which had every appearance of volcanic origin. Some were 
perfeB: cones ; others truncated at the f ummit in the manner 
of thofe on which craters are generally found. Hills like 
thefe, ftanding each on its proper bafe, and fo very different 
from any that had yet been feen, were too interefting to pafs. 
They were found to be compofed of quartz, fand-ftone, and 
iron; not, however, ftratified like the great chains, but torn and 
rent into large fragments. There was no lava ; nor did it ap
pear that any of the ftones had undergone fufion. There was 
no blue flate in their fides, which moft probably would have 
been the cafe had chey been thrown up by any fubtcrranean 
impulfe, the whole bafe of the plain being compofed of it. 

Within thefe hills we came to a valley about three miles in 
length and two in width, having a furface as level as that of 
a bowling-green. By a ftrong ftream paffing from one end to 
the other, the whole might be laid under water, and converted 
into moft excellent rice grounds. This ftream was fmoking 
hot. The fprings, by which it was fupplied, iff ued out of 
the ground at the foot of fome hills which formed the head of 
the valley. They threw up the water with great violence, and 
with it quantities of fmall whitifu fand mixed with minute 
chryftals of quartz. The bed of the refervoir, and the channel 
down which the water was carried acrofs the valley, in a ftream 
ftrong enough to turn the largeft mill in England, were com
pofed of thefe materials. The water was perfectly clear, and 
depofited not the fmalleft degree of any kind of fediment, 
neither in the pool where the fprings were, nor by the edges 
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of the ftream. A green Conftroa grew on the margin of both. 
No change of color was produced upon the plants and ftones 
with which the water came in contaa. With fulphuric acid it 
depofited no f ediment, nor became in the leaft turbid, nor were 
blue vegetable colors at all affeaed by it. No impregnation of 
any kind was difcoverable, in the fmalleft degree, by the tafte. 
On the contrary, it is confidered fo pure that the family living 
near it generally employed it for dreffing their viauals; and 
all their linen and colored clothes were wafhed in it without 
fuftaining any injury. The thermometer I had with me was 
graduated only to 140°, to which point it afcended almoft in
ftantaneoufly. The temperature appeared to be very nearly 
that of boiling water. 

The duration of hot fprings for ages without any confider
able variation in temperature, or in the quantity of water 
thrown out, is one of thofe fecret operations of nature that has 
not as yet been fatisfacl:orily explained, but which has baffled, 
at all times, the f peculations of philofophers. The decompofi
tion of pyritical matter, the flacking of lime, and the fubterra
nean furnace, heated with combuftible materials, have each 
had their advocates, but each when "weighed in the balance 
" has been found wanting." 

From the hot wells we croffed the Breede, or broad river, 
and entered a kloef on the oppofite, or northern, fide of the 
vale, which opened a paffage through the fecond great chain 
of mountains. It is called the Hex river's kloef, and is about 
four miles in length. The afcent is much Iefs than that of 
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Roode Sand kloef, the fall of the river that meanders through 
it being not more than 200 feet. The mountains on each fide 
of this pafs were wild and naked, but the kloef itfelf abounded 
with large fruitefcent plants. Bafking in the fun, on the banks 
of the river, were a troop of four or five hundred large black 
baboons, apparently of the fpecies of Cynocephalus, which quit
ted their place with feeming reluctance, grumbling and bowl
ing as they fcrambled up the fides of the naked rocks. 

The bead of the kloef opened out into a narrow valley to 
which there was no defcent. It is about two miles in width 
and fifteen in length ; and the third branch of mountains, on 
the northern fide, were covered half way down from their 
fummits with fnow ; yet the orange-trees at their feet were 
loaded with large ripe fruit. Four families, the only inhabit
ants of this deep valley, conftitute a little world of their own : 
their wants might be as bounded as their horizon, for the ferti
lity of the ground furnifhes them with almoft every neceffary 
of life. They have plenty of cattle, and alfo all the different 
forts of game that are met with on the other fide of the moun
tains. We faw here Come large partridges with red wings, 
much preferable to the common Cape partridge, and a quadru
ped called the Berghaas or mountain hare. It was the Dipus 
<:afar of Linnreus, by fome called the Cape Gerboa. Like the 
kangaroo of Botany Bay it has the hind legs about thrice the 
length of the fore ones. When purfued, it always takes to the 
mountains, knowing that the conftrucl:ion of its legs is better 
adapted to afcend their fteep fides than to fcour the plains. 
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All the appearances of Hex-river valley declare it, at one 
time, to have been a lake, the bead of which having given way 
at the kloef, bas fuffered the water to force itfelf out upon the 
next lower terrace, leaving only a bog in the middle, to which 
the ftoney bafes of the mountains ilielve on each fide. Should 
the falls of Niagara once f weep away the barrier that occafions 
them, the lake Erie would then become a plain or valley, like 
that of the Hex-river, and many others that occur within the 
chains of mountains in Southern Africa. 

At the head of this little valley we were to take leave of 
every human habitation for at leaft fixteen days, the time re
quired to crofs over the Great Karroo, or arid defert, that lay 
between us and the diftant diftricl: of GraafF Reynet. It there
fore became neceffary to fupply ourfelves with a ftock of pro
vifions, as nothing whatfoever is to be had on the defert except 
now and then an antelope. To thofe travellers who are fur
niilied with a good waggon and a tent, the want of habitations 
is no great lofs ; for few of them, behind the firft range of 
mountains, have any fort of convenience, comfort, or even 
cleanlinefs. Among the planters of Africa it is true there are 
fome who live in a decent manner, particularly the cultivators 
of the grape. Many of thefe are defcendants of the French 
families who, a little more than a century ago, found an 
af ylum at the Cape of Good Hope from the religious perfecu
tions that drove them from their own country. But a true 
Dutch peafant, or boor as he fiyles himfelf, has not the fmalleft 
idea of what an Engli{h farmer means by the word comfort. 
Placed in a country where not only the neceffaries, but almoft 
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every luxury of life might by induftry be procured, he has the 
enjoyment of none of them. Though he has cattle in abun
dance he makes very little ufe of milk or of butter. In the 
midft of a foil and climate moft favourable for the cultivation 
of the vine, he drinks no wine. He makes ufe of few or no 
vegetables nor roots. Three times a-day his table is loaded 
with mafi"es of mutton, fwimming in the greafe of the fheep's 
tail. His houfe is either open to the roof, or covered only 
with rough poles and turf, affording a favorable ihelter for 
fcorpions and fpiders; and the earthy floors are covered with 
duft and dirt, and iwarm with infects, particularly with a fpe
cics of the tennes, which, though not fo deftruaive as fome 
others of this genus, is neverthelefs a very troublefome and dif
agreeable animal. His apartments, if he happens to have 
more than one, which is not always the cafe among the graz
ing farmers, are nearly deftitute of furniture. A great cheft 
that contains all his moveables, and two fmaller ones that are 
fitted to his waggon, are the moft ftriking articles. The bot
toms of his chairs confift of thongs cut from a bullock's hide. 
The windows are without glafs ; or if there ihould happen to 
be any remains of this article, it is fo patched and daubed as 
nearly to exclude the light it was intended to admit. The 
boor notwithftanding has his enjoyments : he ·is abfolute 
mafter of a domain of feveral miles in extent ; and he lords it 
over a few miferable fiaves or Hottentots without control. 
His pipe fcarcely ever quits his mouth, from the moment he 
rifes till he retires to reft, except to give him time to f wallow 
his fopie, or a glafs of ftrong ardent f pirit, to eat his meals, and 
to take his nap after dinner. Unwilling to work, and unable 
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to think; with a mind difengaged from every fort of care and 
reflexion, indulging to excefs in the gratification of every fen
foal appetite, the African peafant grows to an unweildy fize, 
and is carried off the ftage by the firft inflammatory difeafe 
that attacks him. 

How different is the lot of the laboring poor of England, 
who for fix days in the week are doomed to toil for twelve 
hours in every day, in order to gain a morfel of bread for their 
family, and the luxury of a little animal food for the feventh 
day! 

The cultivators of the ground, who inhabit the nearer dif
trill:s to the town, though fomething better than the breeders 
of cattle, live but in a very uncomfortable manner in the midft 
of profufion. They have little or no fociety with each other, 
and every one feems to live folely for himfelf. Though re
moved from each other to the diftance of feveral miles, and 
enjoying the benefit of many thoufand acres of land under the 
rate of a farthing an acre, it is yet a fingular fall:~ that fcarcely 
any two neighbours are found to be on good terms with each 
other, but are embroiled perpetually in quarrels and difputes 
about the extent of their farms, or the privilege of a fpring or 
a water-courfe. One great caufe of their endlefs dif putes is the 
abfurd manner of efiimating diftance by time. The quantity 
of land in a government farm, according to the eftablifhed cuf
tom of the colony, muft be one hour's walk acrofs it. If one 
farmer is fuppofed to have put down his baaken, or ftake, or 
land-mark, a little too near to that of his neighbour, the Fe/d. 
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eagt-meefler, or peace-officer of the divifion, is called in, by 
the latter, to pace the diftance, for which he gets three dollars. 
H the Feldwagt-meefter fuould happen to regulate his pace to 
the fatisfac\ion of both parties, the affair is fettled ; but as this 
is not always the cafe, the next fiep is for the difcontented 
party to apply for a commiffion, confifting of the Landroft, 
two members of the Council, the Secretary of the diftric\, and 
a Meffenger. Thefe gentlemen iliare fifteen dollars a-day as 
long as they are out upon the commiffion to determine how 
far a man ought to walk in an hour. 

The dangerous and difficult roads in every part of the 
colony, but panicularly the kloefs or paffes of the mountains, 
and the ftill more perilous fords of the rivers, Lhew how very 
little fenfe is entertained by the peafantry of public benefits or 
public conveniences. Each gets over a difficulty as well as he 
can, and no more is thought about it till it again occurs. An 
inftance appeared of this in croffing the Breede river oppofite 
to Brandt Valley, which is done by means of a fmall flat-bot
tomed tub, about fix feet by three. In this machine foot paff
engers bawl themfelves over by a rope fixed to two pofts, one 
on each fide of the river. When a horfe is to crofs, the faddle 
is taken off, the rider gets into the tub, and drags the animal 
after him. But when a waggon is to be tranfported, it muft 
firft be unladen, and the baggage carried over in the veffel : 
the carriage is then made faft by one end to this floating ma
chine, and the other is buoyed up by a cafit, and in this man.
ner it is dragged over. Thus is half a day confumed in paffing 
a fmall river of thirty or forty yards at the moft in width, 
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when a few planks, properly put together, would enable them 
to carry over any fort of carriage, cattle, or horfes, with fafety 
and convenience, in five minutes. 

The women of the African peafantry pafs a life of the moft 
liftlefs inal\:ivity. The miftrefs of the family, with her coffee
pot conftantly boiling before her on a fmall table, feems fixed to 
her chair like a piece of furniture. This good lady, born in 
the wilds of Africa, and educated among fiaves and Hottentots, 
has little idea of what, in a ftate of fociety, conftitutes female 
delicacy. She makes no fcruple of having her legs and feet 
wafhed in warm water by a flave before ftrangers ; an opera
tion that is regularly performed every evening. If the motive 
of fuch a cuitom were that of cleanlinefs, the pral\:ice of it 
would deferve praife ; but to fee the tub with the fame water 
pal.Ted round through all the branches of the family, according 
to feniority, is apt to create ideas of a very different nature. 
Moft of them go conftantly without ftockings and iboes, even 
when the thermometer is down to the freezing point. They 
generally, however, make ufe of fmall ftoves to place the feet 
on. The young girls fit with their hands before them as lift
lefs as their mothers. Moll: of them, in the diftant diftril\:s, 
can neither read nor write, fo that they have no mental re
fources whatfoever. Luckily, perhaps, for them, the paucity 
of ideas prevents time from hanging heavy on their hands. 
The hiftory of a day is that of their whole lives. They hear 
or fpeak of nothing but that fuch-a-one is going to the city, or 
to church, or to be married, or that the Bosjefmans have ftolcn 
the cattle of fuch-a-one, or the locufts eaten their corn. The 
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young people have no meetings at fixed periods, as in moft 
country-places, for mirth and recreation. No fairs, no dancing, 
no mufic, nor amufement of any fort. To the cold phlegma
tic temper and inactive way of life may perhaps be owing the 
prolific tendency of all the African peafantry. Six or feven 
children in a family are confidered as very few ; from a dozen 
to twenty are not uncommon ; and moft of them marry very 
young, fo that the population of the colony is rapidly in
creafing. Several, however, of the children die in their 
infancy, from fwellings in the throat, and from eruptions 
of the fame kind they are fubjelt to in the Cape. Very few 
inftances of longevity occur. The manner of life they lead 
is perhaps lefs favorable for a prolonged exiftcnce than the 
nature of the climate. The difeafes of which they gene
rally die in the country are bilious and putrid fevers and 
dropfies. 

The men are in general much above the middle fize, very 
tall and ft.out, but ill made, loofely put together, aukward, and 
inactive. Very few have thofe open ingenuous countenances 
that among the peafantry of many parts of Europe f peak their 
fimplicity and innocence. The defcendants of French families 
are now fo intermarried with thofe of the original fettlers, that no 
diftincl:ion, except the names, remains. And it is a remarkable 
falt that not a word of the French language is fpoken or under
ftood by any of the peafantry, though there be many ftill liv
ing whofe parents were both of that nation. Neither is a 
French book of any kind to be fecn in their houfes. It would 
feem as if thefe perfecuted refugees had ftudied to conceal from 
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their children their unfortunate hiftory and their country's 
difgraceful condult. 

The means of education, it is true, muft be very difficult to 
be had among a people fo widely fcattered over a vaft extent 
of country as the peafantry are in the colony of the Cape. 
Some have a perfon in the houfe whom they call the fchool
mafter. This is generally a man who had ferved out his time 
in the ranks. His employment, in this new fituation, is not 
only to inftrua the children to read, to write, to fing pfalms, 
and get by heart a few occafional prayers, but he muft alfo 
make himfelf ferviccable in other ref peels. At one place that 
we paffed, the poor fchoolmafter was driving the plough, 
whilft a Hottentot had the more honorable poft of holding and 
directing it. The children of thofe who either cannot obtain, 
or afford to employ, fuch a perfon, can neither read nor write; 
and the whole of their education confifts in learning to 1hoot 
well, to crack and ufe with dexterity an enormous large whip, 
and to drive a waggon drawn by bullocks. 

A book of any kind is rarely feen in any of the farmers' 
houfes, except the Bible and William S/uiter' s Gefangen, or 
fangs out of the Bible done into verfe by the Sternhold and 
Hopkins of Holland. They affect to be very religious, and 
carry at leaft the devotion of religion fully as far as the moft 
zealous bigots. They never fit down to table without a long 
grate before meat pronounced with an audible voice by the 
youngeft of the family ; and every morning before day-light 
one of William Sluiter's Gefangen is drawled out in full chorus 
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by an aifemblage of the whole family. In their attendance at 
church they are fcrupuloufiy exaa:, though the performance of 
this duty cofts many of them a journey of feveral days. Thofe 
who live at the diftance of a fortnight or three weeks from the 
neareft church generally go with their families once a-year. 

Rude and uncultivated as are their minds, there is one vir
tue in which they eminently excel-hofpitality to ftrangen. 
A countryman, a foreigner, a relation, a friend, are all equally 
welcome to whatfoever the houfe will afford. A Dutch farmer 
never paffes a houfe on the road without alighting, except in
deed his next neighbour's, with whom it is ten to one he is at 
variance. It is not enough to inquire after the health of the 
family in paffing : even on the road, if two peafants fhould 
meet they inftantly difmount to fhake hands, whether ftrangers 
or friends. When a traveller arrives at a habitation, he alights 
from his horfe, enters the houfe, fhakes hands with the men, 
kilfes the women, and fits down without farther ceremony. 
When the table is ferved he takes his place among the family 
without waiting for an invitation. This is never given, on the 
fuppofition that a traveller in a country fo thinly inhabited 
muft always have an appetite for fomething. Accordingly, 
" \Vhat will you make ufe of?" is generally the firft queftion. 
If there be a bed in the houfe it is given to the flranger ; if 
none, which is frequently the cafe among the graziers of the 
diftant diftrilt of GraafF Reynet, he muft take his chance for a 
form, or bench, or a heap of fheep ikins, among the reft of the 
family. In the morning after a folid breakfaft he takes his 

Jopie, or glafs of brandy, orden his flave or Hottentot to faddle 
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the horfes, fhakes hands with the men, and kilfes the women : 
he willies them health, and they wi£h him a good journey. In 
this manner a traveller might pafs through the whole country. 

If the economy of the African farmer's houfe be ill managed~ 
that of his land is equally bad. The graziers indeed, in many 
places, are not at the trouble of fowing any grain, but exchange 
with others their cattle for as much a~ may be neceffary for the 
family confumption. But even thofe who have corn-farms 
near the Cape feem to have no kind of management. They 
turn over a piece of ground with a huge mif-£hapen plough 
that requires eight or ten horfes, or a dozen oxen, to drag it 
along: the feed is fown in the broad-caft way, at the rate of 
about a bu£hel and a half to an acre; a rude harrow is juft 

palfed over it, and they reap from ten to fifteen for one. No 
manure comes upon the ground except a fprinkling for barley. 
In low fituations near rivulets, where the water can be brought 
upon the ground, they reap from thirty to forty for one. 
Water in facl: is every thing in Southern Africa. Not like the 
Chinefe, whofe great art of agriculture confifis in fuiting the 
nature and habit of the plant to that of the foil, which he alfo 
artificially prepares, the Dutch peafant at the Cape is fatisfied 
if he ean command only a fupply of water. He beftows no 
kind of labor on the ground but that of throwing in the feed : 
the reft is left to chance and the effecl:s of an exceJlent climate. 
The time of feeding is in the months of May and June ; and 
of harvefi, from November to January. The grain is trodden 
out by horfes on circular floors in the open air; and the ftraw 
is left to rot or to be fcattered about by the winds. 
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We remained a couple of days in the Hex-river valley in 
making preparations for croffing the defart, and in waiting the 
arrival of two grazing farmers of GraafT Reynet who were to 
meet us by appointment at this place. Thefe people were not 
only likely to be ufeful in pointing out the places where water 
was generally to be found, but they were alfo a confiderable 
addition to our ftrength in cafe of an attack from a favage 
tribe of Hottentots known in the colony by the name of Bof-

jifmans, or men of the tlaickets, becaufe, lurking in the cover 
of the fhrubbery, they are faid to fuoot their poifoned arrows 
againft the unguarded traveller, for the fake of plundering him 
of his cattle. To oppofe thefe Bosjef mans the farmers gene
rally crofs the defart in parties, and ftrongly armed. The poor 
favage, driven by imperious want to carry off an ox or fheep 
to his ftarving family, who have no other abode than the 
caverns of the mountains, often pays in the attempt the forfeit 
of his life ; but it rarely happens that any of the colonifts fall 
by his hands. Yet the name of Bosjefman is held in horror 
and deteftation ; and a farmer thinks he cannot proclaim a 

more meritorious acl:ion than the murder of one of thefe 
people. A boor from GraafT Reynet being afked in the. 
fecretary's office, a few days before we left the town, if the 
favages were numerous or troublefome on the road, replied, he 
had only fhot four, with as much compofure and indifference 
as if he had been f peaking of four partridges. I myfelf have 
heard one of the humane colonifts boaft of having deftroyed 
with his own hands near three hundred of thefe unfortunate 
wretches. 
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The two graziers having joined UR with each a waggon, and 
a numerous family of children, Hottentots, and Kaffers, we 
proceeded, on the twelfth of July, to the north-eaft, and in 
four hours gained the fummit of the Ioweft part of the moun
tains that inclofe the valley. The afcent, which was from 
terrace to terrace, might be about fifteen hundred feet in the 
diftance of fix miles. From the top towards the eaft there was 
little or no defcent. Here the face of the country began to 
wear an entire new afped:. All the '1'eat chains of mountains 
gradually difappeared, or were feen only behind finking into 
the horizon ; and a confined profped: of a rugged furface, 
broken into hill and dale, prefented itfelf on every fide. The 
eye wandered in vain to feek relief by a diverfity of objelts. 
No h11ge rocks confufedly fcattered on the plain, or piled into 
mountains, no hills clothed with verdure, no traces of culti
vation, not a tree nor a tall furub, appeared to break the uni
formity of the furface, nor bird nor beaft to enliven the dreary 
wafte. Vegetation was thinly fcattered over a bed of brownifh
colored clay, and the low and fiunted plants were almoft 
wholly confined to the fucculent tribe. Of thefe the moft 
common were feveral f pecies of mefemhqanthemum, of euphor. 
hia, crajfula, and cot)'ledon. The grand family of protea,, and the 
elegant erica, had totally difappeared. The road was tolerably 
good, being carried generally over a bed of fand-fione croff'ed 
with veins of fat quartz, and a kind of ponderous iron-fione. 

Having travelled about feven hours, in which time the oxen 
had not proceeded above fifteen miles, we entered a long nar
row pafs made by two hills : the faces of thef e being nearly 
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perpendicular and ftraight, gave to the eye a long natural per
fpeaive like that of a ftreet, a name which in fall: the place 
bore. The farther extremity of the pafs opened upon a level 
plain, inclofed by fmall hills all detached from each other, and 
having every appearance of a volcanic origin, except that the 
fand-ftone ftrata, which 1hewed themfelves on every fide, were 
regular and undifturbed. The inclination of thefe in a confi
derable angle to the horizon, and the form of the hills, made it 
appear, from certain points of view, as if a fpiral line of ftone 
twifted itfelf round their fides like the ridge that encircles fome 
of the volute fhells. Farenheit's thermometer ftood at 33° at 
fun-rife; at noon, expofed to the fun, at 80°, in the lhade 55°; 
and at feven in the evening it was down at the freezing point. 

The next day's journey was about five-and-twenty miles, to 
a place called Conjlaaple, after a Baftaard Hottentot who had 
been tempted by a f mall fpring of water to erea a hut and 
plant a few trees. The drought, however, had foon obliged 
him to quit this retreat. Two fpreading oaks ft.ill remained 
and 1haded a fpring of exceUcnt water, which, however, foon 
loft itfelf in the fandy furface of the ground. The thermome
ter at noon rofe to 80° in the fun, and at night was down to 
the freezing point. 

On the fourteenth we traveUed only twelve miles. The 
road, in fome places, was rocky and uneven, and in others 
deep fand. Our oxen too were beginning to droop for want 
of paR:urage. The ftage called Men!jies botk afforded a few 
rufhcs and abundance of fucculent plants, among which the 
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bullocks of Africa are accuftomed to brouze for want of grafs : 
not a blade of any kind had appeared fince we entered upon 
the defert ; and fhrubbery was very thinly fcattered over the 
furface, except in the neighbourhood of the few fprings that 
here and there occurred. At this place were the remains of a 
hut and a folitary oak overhanging a fpring of clear water. 
Even thefe objects ferved, in fome degree, to enliven, and to 
break, the uniformity of a barren defart. To the fouthward, 
alfo, now began to appear the blue fummits of that barren 
chain of mountains, mentioned in the preceding Chapter under 
the name of Zoaarteberg. A butcher of the Cape paffed our 
encampment with about five hundred head of cattle and five 
thoufand fheep that he had purchafed in the Sneuwberg, or 
fnowy mountains. The fheep were in tolerable good condi
tion ; but the cattle were miferably poor. As the greateft 
part of the beeves that are killed at the Cape muft travel from 
Graaff Reynet acrofs this defart, it cannot be a matter of fur
prife that the Cape beef fhould be univerfally complained 
againft. The knife is generally put into them the moment 
they arrive from a journey of forty or fifty days, in which, 
betide the fatigue of travelling, they have been expofed to the 
fcorching rays of the fun at one feafon of the year, and the 
intenfe cold of the nights in the other, without any kind of 
fhade or fhelter; without any kind of food but the falt, acrid, 
and watery leaves of the different fucculent plants that almoft 
exclufively grow on the Karroo; fometimes whole days with
out a drop of water, and mofl: commonly fuch only as is 
muddy and faline: fometimes their hoofs become fo tender by 
travelling upon the hot fand and gravel, that they are obliged 

to 

Dig,llzed by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

to be left on the defert ; and they generally arrive at the town 
in fo maimed and miferable a condition, as to be very unfit for 
what they are intended. Could the farmers near the Cape be 
once prevailed upon to fow turnips, which may be produced 
here equa11y good as in Europe, to plant potatoes, and cultivate 
the artificial graffes, the quality of the beef and mutton might 
be very materially improved. Thofe few inhabitants who ftall
feed their cattle, have their tables f upplied with beef little, if at 
all, inferior to what is fold in Leadenhall market ; but the 
adoption of fuch a fyftem would require more labor and 
al'l:ivity, and more attention., than the body and mind of a 
Dutch farmer feem capable of fupplying : his avarice, though 
great. is yet overcome by the habits of indolence in which he 
has been educared. 

On the fifteenth, from the exhaufted ftate of our oxen, three 
of which we had been obliged to leave behind, we made only 
a fhon ftage of ten or twelve miles to the riet fanteyn, or the 
red f pring, which took its rife out of a high cone-fhaped hill, 
with a flat top, and ran in a feeble ftream to the fouthward. 
The banks were ikirted by a thicket of the doorn boom, or 
thorn-tree, a fpecies of mimofa, called erroneoufly by the two 
Swedi{h travellcr.s, who have publifhed their refearches ill 
Southern Africa, the nilotica, or that which produces the 
gum Arabic. The pods of this is very long, and moniliform 
or divided like a ftring of beads; whereas the karroo mimofa 
has 1hort fickle-lhaped pods. Armed from the fummit down 
to the ground with enormous double thorns, pointing in every 
direcl:ion " like quills upon the fretful porcupine," it makes an 
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impenetrable thicket to moft animals except the rhinoceros, 
whofe hide, though not proof againft a muiket-ball, as has 
been afl'erted by a great naturalift, has little to fear from the 
fpines of the mimofa. The bark, being powerfully aftringent, 
is preferred to that of any other tree in the colony for prepar
ing leather from raw ficlns ; and the wood, being hard and 
tough, is ufed for waggon-poles, and as lock-.fhoes for the 
wheels. The trunk of the tree gives out great quantities of a 
clear tranfparent gum, which, however, does not feem to have 
been applied to any kind of ufe. It is remarkable that almoft 
every tree which furnHhes taftelefs gums or refins is covered 
with a bark that is highly aftringent and auftere to the tafte. 

The following day we croffed the bed of the Buffalo river, 
which was at leaft fifty yards in width ; but the quantity of 
water in it was barely fufficient to form a current. The deep 
lhelving banks, however, and the wreck of roots and .fhrubs, 
indicated at leaft its periodical power, which had forced through 
the black mountaim to the fouthward a grand cbafm in its paff
age to the eaftern ocean. The whole furface of the country 
was here ftrewed over with fmall fragments of a deep purple
colored flate, that had crumbled away from the ftrata which in 
long parallel ridges lay in the direlnon of eaft and weft. 
Scattered among thefe fragments were black tumified ftones that 
had much the appearance of volcanic fluggs, or the fcoriz of an 
iron furnace. Several hills of the lhape of cones, fome trun
cated near the top parallel to their bafes, ftood detached from 
each other on the plain, apparently thrown up by volcanic ex
plofions ; but a nearer view of the alternate ftrata of earth and 
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fand-ftone, regularly difpofed in every part, fhewed them to be 
the effect of water and not of fire. This part of the defert 
was more fterile and naked than had yet occurred. Scarcely a 
plant of any defcription threw its feeble leaves out of the 
ilaty furface, except a few fpecies of the mefembryanthemum, 
among which was one more luxuriant than the reft, whofe 
leather-like covering of its flefhy cylindrical leaves ferved our 
Hottentots, when dried, for tinder. 

About ten miles beyond the Buffalo river we encamped for 
the night upon the banks of a fmall running brook called Gee/
heck, winding round a flat fandy marfh overgrown with rufhes, 
and abounding with f prings whofe waters were ftr.ongly im
pregnated with falt. All the naked fandy patches were thinly 
fprinkled over with a fine white powdery fubftance not unlike 
fnow: it was found in the greateft quantities where the cattle 
of travellers had been tied up at nights ; and it was obferved 
almoft invariably to furround the roots of a fruitefcent plant 
that grew here in great exuberance. I collected a quantity of 
this white powder, together with the fand, and by boiling the 
folution and evaporating the water, obtained from it chryftals 
of pure prifmatic nitre. A fmall proportion of a different alka
line falt was alfo extracted from the liquor. The plant alluded 
to was a fpecies of fa!fola, or falt-wort, with very minute 
Befhy leaves clofely furrounding the woody branches. It is 
known to the country-people by the Hottentot name of Canna, 
and is that plant from the afhes of which almoft all the foap, 
that is ufed in the colony, is made. Thefe afhes, when care
fully burnt and collected, are a pure white cauftic alkali, a 
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folution of which, mixed up with the oily fat of the large 
broad tails of the fheep of the colony, and boiled flowly for 
five or fix days, takes the confifi:ency and the quality of an 
excellent white foap. This falfola grows in almoft every part 
of Southern Africa, but particularly on thofc plains known by 
the name of Karroo, and in fuch abundance that, fuppofing the 
plant, after being cut down and burnt, to be reproduced in five 
years, the quantity of foda, or-barriHa, that might annually be 
made from the afhes would be f ufficient, befide ferving the 
colony, for the whole confumption of Great Britain: and as 
enormous fums of money have always been, and continue to 
be, drawn from England to pay the imports of this article, it 
may perhaps be confidered as an objell: worthy ef further 
inquiry. According to the prefent fyfi:em, howeTer, ef letting 
out the government farms, and the high price of labor, none 
of the country-people would find it worth their confideration 
as an article to bring to market. The Hottentots, indeed, 
might be encouraged to prepare it; but the great diftance from 
Cape Town, the only market in the colony, and the badnefs of 
the 1 oads, will always operate againft a fupply of the natural 
products of the country being had there at any reafonable rate. 
Another fhrubby plant with glaucous fpear-fhaped leaves, is 
generally met with growing among the falfola, the afhes of 
which alfo give a ftrong alkaline lie ; but the foap made from 
thefe is faid to have a blueifh color, and to be of a very inferior 
quality to that made from the former. The plant was not in 
flower ; but it appeared to be the atriplex alhican1, a kind ef 
orache. 

The 
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The hills that furrounded the plain of Geel-beck were com
pofed of a dark purple-colored {late ; and among thefe were 
feen prancing a f mall herd of that beautifully-marked animal 
the zebra, and a great number of another f pecies of wild horfe, 
known in the colony by the Hottentot name of qua-cha. This 
animal was long confidered as the female zebra, but is now 
known to be a fpecies entirely diftinct. It is marked with faint 
ftripes on the four quarters only; is well fhaped, flrong limbed, 
not in the leaft vicious, but, on the contrary, is foon rendered 
by domeftication mild and tractable: yet, abundant as they are 
in the country, few have given themfelves the trouble of turn
ing them to any kind of ufe. They are infinite! y more beau
tiful than, and fully as ftrong as, the mule; are eafily fup
ported on almoft any kind of food, and are never out of fiefh. 
The zebra has obtained the charall:er of being fo vicious and 
ungovernable as never to be completely tamed, perhaps only 
from fome very imperfell: and injudicious trials. The fuccefs 
of an attempt to domcfticate animals that are naturally fierce 
or timid would require more perfeverance and patiencei more 
tabor, and more addrefs, than feem to fall to the £hare of a 
Dutch peafant. A vicious animal, taken from a ftate of nature, 
is not to be tamed with the point of the knife, nor with 
ftripes ;. they are more impatient of pain than fuch as are 
already rendered docile and accuftomed to the cruelties exer
cifed upon them by man ;, and wounds and harfh treatment 
ferve only to make them more fierce and unmanageable. At 
the landroft's of Zwellendam I faw a male and female zebra 
that, while young and attended to, were faid to have been mild 
and docile; but by neglect, and probably by teafing, had 
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become exceedingly vicious. One of the Englith dragoons 
perfifted in mounting the female. She kicked and plunged, 
and laid herf elf down, but to no purpof e ; the man kept his 
feat; till taking a leap from the high bank of the river, fhe 
threw him into the water ; but, holding faft by the bridle, fue 
had no fooner dragged him to the fhore than, walking up 
quietly to him, the put her head down to his face and com
pletely bit off his ear. 

On many parts of the great deferts oftriches were feen 
fcowering the plains and waving their black and white plumes 
in the wind, a fignal to the Hottentots that their nefts were not 
far diftant, ef pecially if they wheeled round the place from 
whence they ftarted up : when they have no neft they make 
off, immediately on being difturbed, with the wing-feathers 
clofe to the body. There is fomething in the economy of this 
animal different in general from that of the reft of the feathered 

race. It feems to be the link of union, in the great chain of 
nature, that connects the winged with the four-footed tribe. 
Its ftrong-:iointed legs and cloven hoofs are well adapted for 
fpeed and for defence. The wings and all its feathers are 
infufficient to raife it from the ground ; its camel-lhaped neck 
is covered with hair ; its voice is a kind of hollow mournful 
lowing, and it grazes on the plain with the qua-cha and the 
zebra. Among the very few polygamous birds that are found 
in a ftate of nature, the oftrich is one. The male, diftinguilhed 
by its gloff'y black feathers from the du!ky grey female, is 
generally feen with two or three, and frequently as many as 
five, of the latter. Thefe females lay their eggs in one neft, to 
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the number of ten or twelve each, which they hatch all toge
ther, the male taking his turn of fitting on them among the 
reft. Between fixty and feventy eggs have been found in one 
neft; and if incubation has begun, a few are moft commonly 
lying round the fides of the hole, having been thrown out by 
the birds on finding the neft to contain more than they could 
conveniently cover. The time of incubation is fix weeks. For 
want of knowing the oftrich to be polygamous an error re
f peaing this bird has flipt into the SJ/lema NaturtZ, where it is 
faid that one female lays fifty eggs. 

The eggs of the oftrich are confidered as a great delicacy. 
They are prepared in a variety of ways ; but that made ufe of 
by the Hottentots is perhaps the beft : it is fimply to bury them 
in hot a1hes, and through a fmall hole made in the upper end 
to ftir the contents continually round till they acquire the con
fiftence of an omlet : prepared in this manner we very often, 
in the courfe of our long journies over the wilds of Africa, 
found them an excellent repaft. In thefe eggs are frequently 
difcovered a number of fmall oval-filaped pebbles, about the 
fize of a marrowfat pea, of a pale yellow color and exceedi11:g 
hard. In one egg were nine and in another twelve of fucb 
ftones. 

At this place it was confidered prudent to furnHh our Hot
tentots, who attended the cattle, with fire-arms, having of late 
been much infefted by parties of Bosjefmen. They had not 
been out with the oxen above an hour before they were feen 
returning with fix flrangers under their guard. They were 

not, 

Digitized by Google 



96 TRAVELS IN 

not, however, Bosjefmens, but three runaway flaves, and three 
Hottentots, one of the latter of which was a girl about twelve 
years of age. This party had lived for fame time upon the 
defert entirely on animal food, which they had procured by 
lurking near the ufual halting-places of butchers and farmers, 
and driving off in the night-time a few ilieep. Tired of fuch a 
mode of life, they were very glad to efcape from it by entering 
into the lift of our attendants. 

On the feventeenth we proceeded about twenty-four miles 
over a rifing country, finely marked by hill and dale, but alto
gether barren, except that here and there were ftraggling over 
the furface a few fpecies of the mefembryanthemum, or fig 
marygold, among which were large patches of the curious and 
elegant ice-plant. At night the thermometer was down to the 
freezing point, and the following morning it had defcended to 
30°. The Black Mountains, about fifteen miles to the fouth
ward, had loft that part of their character to which perhap& 
they owed their name, and were covered with deep fnow. 
The nights had been fo intenfely cold and piercing, fince we 
entered upon the defert, that our horfes, being accuftomed to 
the fiable, immediately grew fick and low-f pirited, and two of 
them this day fell under the feverity of the weather. A third 
had a very narrow efcape. We loft feveral of our oxen ; but 
thefe died rather for want of food than from the coldnefs of 
the nights. 

On the eighteenth we crolfed the Dwyka, or Rhinoceros 
river, and encamped on its banks. The bed of the river was a 
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fine-grained blue fand, and it generally exceeded a hundred 
yards in width ; but the collected ftreamlets, creeping over its 
furface, would fcarcely have furnilhed a quantity of water 
fufficient to turn a mill. The rivers that crofs the Karroo have 
this difference, which diftinguilhes them from rivers in general, 
that, notwithftanding all the tributary ftreamlets that may fall 
into them, the greater the diftance from the fource the lefs 
water they contain. As it feldom rains on the defert, they 
have no fupply but from the tj>rings; and the water, in its 
patfage from thefe, is continually lofing of its bulk both by ab
forption and by evaporation. Though the furrounding coun
try was deftitute of vegetation, a thick foreft of mimofas 
covered the banks of the Dwyka, and followed it through all 
its windings. This plant grows indeed on every part of the 
defert, on which it is the infeparable companion of all the 
rivers and all the periodical ftreamlets. Should a traveller 
happen to be in want of water, the appearance of the mimofa 
is a fure guide to the place where it occafionally at leaft is to 
be found. 

On the evening of the nineteenth we encamped upon the 
banks of the Ghamla, or Lion's river. The diftance from the 
Dwyka is about twenty miles of the moft beautiful road I ever 
beheld. There was neither ftone nor loofe fand, nor rut, to 
break the equality of the furface, which was level as that of a 
bowling-green, and confifted of a hard bed of clay bound toge
ther, and colored brown, with iron. Not a fwell of any fort 
intervened to interrupt the line of the horizon, which was as 
perfect as that viewed over the furface of the fea. Here, too, 

0 as 

Digitized by Google 

-



98 TRAVELS IN 

as on that element, the mind was as little diftracted by a multi
plicity of objects; for in vain did the eye wander in fearch of 
tree, or lofty furub, or blade of grafs, or living creature. On 
every fide a wide f preading plain, barren as its fouthern bound
ary the Black Mountains, prefented nothing but a dreary wafte, 
" a land of defolation." On approaching the rivtr Ghamka 
the face of the country changed a little for the better. Large 
mimofas fitined its banks, among which were alfo mingled a 
f pecies of willow with a narrow f errated leaf, a rbu1, and the 
IJceum afrum. A confiderable ftream of water rolled over the 
bed of the river. Here we met with hares, partridges, moun
tain geefe, and wild ducks of two kinds, in great abundance. 
The blue fchiftus broke out on the banks of the river, and ftill 
continued to run directly eaft and weft ln parallel ridges. 

That part of the Lion's river where we were encamped was 
diftant only about twelve miles from a chafm or kloof in the 
Zwarteberg, in the very mouth of which was faid to be a 
farm-houfe, and feveral others behind the mountains. As 
thefe houfes all belonged to the diftrid: of Graaff Reynet, the 
Jandroft was not without hopes of procuring the loan of frefu 
teams of bullocks. Many of our own had already died, others 
were left on the defert, and the reft were quite exhaufted by 
the effects of the cold, of bad water, and little food. We 
therefore quitted the direll: road, and turned off towards 
Zwarteberg. A few miles before we arrived at the kloof, a 
party of men, mounted on horfeback, were obf erved to be 
making for the waggons in full gallop. In coming up with 
the firft, they ftopt fhort and fired a difcharge of mufquetry. 
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They loaded again, rode up to the fecond, and fired a fecond 
volley : this they repeated before every waggon, and then fet 
off in full gallop the fame way they had approached, and were 
out of fight in a few minutes. This mana:uvre was intended 
as doing honor to the landroft ; and fuch a welcome re
ception, fo very different from that he had experienced on 
a former occafion from the inhabitants of the firft divi
fion of his diftrifr, was no bad omen of the change of fen
timents, or of condud: at leaft, that had taken place fince hie 
expulfion. 

After a journey of nine days over a dreary and barren defert, 
the traces of human induftry, though in a wild fequeftered 
comer, hemmed in by huge barren mountains, had no lefa 
charms than the difcovery of land, after a Jong fea-voyage, to 
the weary paffenger. We found here not only a moft friendly 
reception, but alfo fuch refrefhments as we began to be in want 
0£ Two kinds of wine, the produce of the place, were very 
tolerable. Various forts of fruits, all of good quality. The 
oranges were already ripe and gathered, and the peach and 
almond trees were in full bloffom. Vegetables were unufually 
luxuriant in their growth : fome of the cauliflowers meafured 
eighteen inches in diameter. The rapidity of vegetation, at 
this place, appeared the more remarkable on account of its 
fituation at the feet of mountains whofe fummits were buried 
in fnow. It was, however, expofed only to the warm north, 
and completely fcreened from all other winds. The thermo
meter, during the three days we remained here, was never 
lower than 46°, at the fame time that the appearance of the 
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weather indicated a fevere froft every night at the diftance 
of a very few miles on the defert. 

The miftrefs of the manfion, at the age of fixty, and the 
mother of fixteen children, was a talJ, ftraight, well-looking, 
and active woman ; and all the people, who made their appear
ance from the Black Mountains, were of a ftature much exceed
ing the common fize of man. The peafantry of the colony 
have always been reprefented as a gigantic race of men. Liv
ing nearly in a ftate of nature, with the advantage of having 
at all times within their reach a fupply of food, procured with
out bodily exertion or the fatigue of tabor, they fometimes 
attain the greateft poffible fize to which the f pecies feems 
capable of arriving. 

From this place may be feen to the northward, acrofs the 
Karroo plains, the chain of mountains which forms the high
eft ftep or terrace that has yet been afcended by European 
travellers. The defert rifes towards them in a fine f well that 
is clearly perceptible to the eye. An attempt to eftimate the 
height of the Nieuwveld Mountain,, by having merely palfed 
over the country, can be confidered as little better than a guefs. 
I fhould fuppofe, however, from attending to the general flope 
of the country to the northward, as well as the fudden eleva
tions from one terrace to another, that the fummit of this fcrecn 
of mountains cannot be lefs than ten thoufand feet above the 
level of the fea. SITOw falls upon them to the depth of five or 
fix feet, and continues to bury them for as many months. 
The inferior range of Zwarteberg was at this time, for a con-
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iiderable diftance from the fummit, covered with fnow. Thefe 
mountains were apparently compofed of the fame materials as 
thofe already paffed ; but the detached hills, near their bafe, 
confill:ed entirely of that fpecies of rock called by Mr. Kirwan 
the atnJgdaloid, which is nearly allied to the ftone that the 
miners of Derbyfhire have diftinguifhed by the name of load-

.Pone. The rounded pebbles, embedded in this argillaceous 
matrix, were almoft invariably tinged with a bright grafs-green 
color. The fubftratum of the mountains ftill continued to be 
a blue and purple-colored fchiftus. 

Having completed our ftock of provifions, and procured 
from the inhabitants of Zwarteberg the loan of fixty ftout bul
locks, we once more launched upon the wide defert, and pro
ceeded, on the twenty-third, near thirty miles to a f pring of 
water called the SleuJel fanteyn, and the following day encamped 
on the banks of the 'Irala or Maiden river. The little water 
it contained was both muddy and falt, and the fand on its banks 
was covered with a thin pellicle of nitre out of which was 
growing abundance of the falfola before mentioned. 

At fun-rife this morning the thermometer was down to five 
aegrees below the freezing point. This great diminution of 
temperature appeared the more extraordinary, as no change, 
either in the direction or the ftrength of the wind, had taken 
place. The air was clear and ferene, without a cloud in the 
iky, and the weather apparently the fame it had been for feve .. 
ral days in every ref peel, except in the degree of temperature. 
The fnow on the mountains could have had little influence. 
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The Black Mountains only were near, and they were to lee
ward ; the light wind that blew being from the weft, in which 
quarter fcarcely a hillock occurred for the fpace of an hundred 
miles. 

On the twenty-fifth we £kirted the banks of the Traka about 
ten miles, paffed the Ghowka or Boor's river, which was per
fellly dried up, and in the evening arrived at the Great LoorJ 

fanteyn, in which was only a very fmall quantity of water 
ftanding in holes, and this was muddy, falt, and bitter. As 
there was neither herbaceous nor fhrubby plants, and as, fince 
our departure from Zwarteberg, the oxen had fcarcely tafted 
vegetable food, for, independent of the little time allowed them 
to browfe, the defert offered only the fhrivelled ftems of the 
mefembryanthemum tribe, it was thought advifeable to con
tinue our journey, though in the dark, in fearch of a better 
place for the refreihment of our cattle : and as there was reafon 
to fuf pea: that it would be fome time before we fhould meet 
with water, we filled our cafks with the execrable mixture of 
the Great Loory fonteyn. In the middle of the night we 
arrived at a place where once had flowed a rill of water, and 
where ftill were growing clumps of mirnofas, patches of the fal
fola, and a few other fucculent plants. Thefe, like fome ani
mals that are faid to have the faculty of fupplying their own 
nutriment, are capable of exiA:ing for a length of time by the 
juices which their own roots throw out. Our oxen devoured 
them with great avidity; and the horfes made a hearty meal 
on the branches of the mimofa, at the expence of a confider
able quantity of blood which the f\:rong fharp thorns drew 
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from their mouths. The acrid juices of the fucculent plants. 
and the four herbage of Africa, oblige the cattle co make ufe of 
various correctives ; and in the choice of thefe they are not 
very nice. Old rags, pieces of leather, fkins with the hair on 
them, dried wood ; bones, and even f mall pebbles and fand, 
are greedily devoured by them. African horfes very com
monly eat their own dung; and numbers have been deftroyed 
in confequence of taking into the ftomach vaft quantities of 
flinty fand. 

From the Little Loory fonte1n, the place where we halted for 
the refreiliment of our cattle upon the ihrubbery that grew 
there, we advanced on the following day near thirty miles 
0ver a bed of folid clay, and late at night pitched our tent in 
the midft of a meadow covered completely with herbage knee
deep. A tranfition fo fudden from unbounded barrennefs, that 
on every fide had appeared on the preceding day, to a verdant 
meadow clothed by the moft luxuriant vegetation, felt more 
like enchantment than reality. The hungry cattle, impatient 
to fatisfy the cravings of nature, made no fmall havoc- in Jibe• 
rating themfelves from the yokes and traces. The name of 
this f pot was De Beer Valley ~ it was a plain of fever al miles in 
diameter, ftretching along the feet of the Black Mountains, and 
feemed to be the refervoir of a number of periodical rivers, 
whofe fources are in the mountains of Niewveldt, of Winler

l,erg, and Camdeboo. One of thefe running at this time with a 
confiderable current, was as falt as brine. To the tafte it ap
peared to be as ftrongly impregnated as the water of the 
EnglHh Channel ; that is to fay, it might contain about a 
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thirtieth part of its weight of falt. Another river, with little 
current, called the KarooAa, joined the falt river at the head of 
the valley, the water of which was perfecUy frefu, but com
bined with earthy matter. The furface of the valley was 
entirely covered with two or three f pecies of coarfe ruihy 
graffes; and all the fwamps and fprings were buried in large 
clumps of the arundo phragmites or common reed. The 
ftreams that fell into the valley were finely fkirted with tall 
mimofas, which, at their confluence, fpread out into a foreft 
of evergreens. 

Such a delightful f pot in the mid ft of a barren defert, afford
ing fhelter, and food, and water, could not fail of attracting to 
it the native inhabitants of the furrounding country ; and here 
accordingly we met with vaft variety of game, particularly of 
the antelope family, three different fpecies of which we had not 
before obferved. Thefe were the fpring-hol or leaping ante
lope, the pygarga of the SJlltma Natur1.e, thegtms-boA or p'!fo11 
of Bt!lfon, the Egyptian ant dope of Pennant, and the ory:t of the 
S1f/tma Natura', and the koodoo thejlrepficeros of Pallas. 

The f pring-bok is a gregarious animal never met with but in 
large herds, fome of which, according to the accounts of the 
peafantry, will amount to the number of ten thoufand. The 
Dutch have given a name to this beautiful creature indicative 
of its gait. The fi:rength and elafticity of the mufdes are fo 
great that, when clofely purfued, he will fpring at a fingle leap 
from fifteen to -five-and-twenty feet. Its ufual pace is that of 
a confi:ant jumping or f pringing, with all the four legs £\:retched 
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out, and off the ground at the fame time, and at every fpring 
the hair on the rump divides or fheds, and, falling back on 
each fide, difplays a furface of fnowy whitenefs. No dog can 
attempt to approach the old ones ; but the young kids, which 
were now numerous, were frequently caught after a hard 
chace. Both old and young are excellent venifon ; and vaft 
numbers are deftroyed by the Dutch farmers, not only for the 
fake of the fiefh, but alfo for the fkins, of which they make 
facks for holding provifions and other articles, clothing for 
their flaves, and, at the time of the capture by the Englifh, for 
themfelves alfo and children. The poverty and miferable con
dition of the colony were then fo great, that all their numerous 
Bocks and herds were infufficient to procure them decent 
clothing. 

The gemfbok is alfo a very beautiful animal, and of a fize 
much larger than the fpringbok. It has none of that timidity 
which generally marks the charall:er of the antelope ; but, on 
the contrary, if clofely purfued or wounded, will coolly fit 
down on its haunches, and keep both fportf man and dogs at 
bay. Its long, ftraight, fharp-pointed horns, ufed in defence 
by ftriking back with the head, make it dangerous to approach. 
Dogs are very frequently killecl by it; and no peafant, after 
wounding the animal, will venture within its reach till it be 
dead, or its ftrength at leaft exhaufted. The fiefh of the gemf
bok is reckoned to be the heft venifon that Africa produces. 

The koodoo is frill larger than the gemfbok, being about the 
beighth of a common-fized afs, but much longer. Its ftrong 

P fpiral 

Digitized by Google 



106 TRAVELS IN 

fpiral horns are three feet in length, and feem to be very ill 
adapted for the convenience of the animal in the thick covert 
which it confiantly frequents. The hind part of the duflty 
moufe-colored body has feveral clear white firipes, and differ
ent from mofi of the genus : on the neck is a fhort mane : the 
flefh is dry and without flavor. 

The beds of fand, upon the margin of the valley, were all 
covered with faltpetre as white as fnow. The produB:ion of 
this fubfiance has certainly an influence upon the temperature 
of the air, caufing a confiderable degree of cold. A full hour 
after the fun had rifen the thermometer ftood, in the lhade, at 
26°, or fix degrees below the freezing point. At Little Loory 
fonteyn, where the foil was hard, dry, and ftoney, it was ten 
degrees above freezing ; and about the fame time on the pre
ceding morning, on the banks of the Traka, where there was 
alfo much nitre, the mercury was five degrees below the freez
ing point. The weather during the three days was per
fectly clear, and the wind had not fhifted a point. That the 
great changes in the temperature of the air upon the defert, 
whilft the weather apparently remains the fame, arife from 
fome local rather than general caufe, is pretty evident from an
other circumftance: in travel1ing at night upon the Karroo, if 
the wind ihould happen to blow upon the fide, it is very com
mon to pafs through alternate currents of hot and cold air, 
whofe difference of temperature is moll: fenfibly felt. Whether 
the cooler columns of the atmof phere may have been owing to 
the fubjacent beds of nitre, which frequently occur on the Kar-
1"00 plains, or to fome remoter caufe, I have no grounds fuffi-
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ciently ftrong to determine ; but a variety of circumftances 
feem to favor the former fuppofition. 

In looking through the exhalations of thefe beds of nitre, a 
meteorological phenomenon of a different nature, was alfo here 
accidentally obferved, In marking about funrife the bearing 
by a compafs of a cone-iliaped hill that was confiderably ele
vated above the horizon, a peafant well acquainted with the 
c:ountry obferved that it muft either be a new hill, or that the 
only one which ftood in that dir-ection, at the diftance of a 
long day's journey, muft have greatly increafed of late its di
menfions. Being directed to turn his eyes from time to time 
towards the quarter on which it ftood, he perceived, with 
amazement, that, as the day advanced, the hill gradually funk 
towards the horizon, and at length totally difappeared. The 
errors of fight, occafioned by the refractive power of the air, 
are fo fingular, and fometimes fo very extraordinary, as 
hitherto to have precluded the application of any general 
theorem for their correction, as it is not yet afcertained even 
through what medium rays of light, in their paffage, fuffer 
the greateft and leaft degree of refraction. Were this precifely 
known, obfervations on the fubject might lead to a more inti
mate knowledge of the nature of the different currents of air 
that float in the atmof phere, and without doubt are the caufe 
of extraordinary appearances of ohjecl:s viewed through them. 
A gentleman, to whom the world is much indebted for his 
many ingenious and ufeful inventions and difcoveries, once, 
propofed to determine the refracl:ive power of different liquids 
and aeriform fluids; and it is to be hoped he fiill means to 
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profecute a courfe of experiments on a fubjea of fo much im
portance and curiofity. 

Our cattle being well refrefhed on the meadows of De Beer 
Valley, we advanced about twenty miles, and encamped for the 
night on the banks of Hottentot's river, in the narrow deep 
channel of which were only a few fi:agnant pools of muddy 
water. Here we were met by fome of the inhabitants ofCam
deboo, who, being apprifed of the approach of the landroft, 
had come a two days' journey, and brought with them feveral 
teams of large fat oxen to haften his arrival at the Drofdy, 
where he was informed the orderly and well-difpofed part of 
the diftrilt were anxioufly expelling him. 

On the twenty-eighth we pitched our tents at the Poort, Co 
called from a narrow paffage through a range of hills that 
branch out from the mountains of Camdeboo and run acrofs 
the defert. The plains were here a little better covered with 
furubbery, and abounded with duikers and fteen-boks, whole 
herds of f pring-boks, and qua-chas and oftriches. 

A heap of ftones, piled upon the bank of a rivulet, was 
pointed out to me as the grave of a Hottentot ; and on enquir
ing from our people of this nation if the deceafed had been 
fome chief, they informed me that no diftind:ion was conveyed 
after death ; and that the fize of the heap depended entirely 
upon the trouble that the furviving friends chofe to give them
felves. The intention, it feemed, of the pile was very different 
from that of the monuments of a fimilar kind that anciently 
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were erected in various parts of Europe, though they very pro
bably might have proceeded, in a more remote antiquity, from 
the fame origin, which was that of preventing the wolves, or 
jackals, or other ravenous beafts, from tearing up and mangling 
the dead carcafe. The progreffi.ve refinement of fociety con
verted, at length, the rude heap of ftones, originating in necef
fity, into the fculptured marble, the ufelefs Batterer of vanity. 

Though the Poort may be confidered as the entrance into 
Camdeboo, the firft habitation is twelve miles beyond it, and 
the fecond ten miles beyond the firft. No others appeared 
either to the right or to the left, and the furface of the country 
was juft as barren and naked as any part of the Karroo. The 
third farm-houfe we paffed was fifteen or fixteen miles beyond 
the fecond ; and no other occurred between this and the 
Drofty, or the refidence of the landroft, which was about ten 
miles farther. It was late in the evening of the thirtieth be
fore we arrived at this village, at the entrance of which the 
Jandroft was received by a body of farmers on horfeback, who 
welcomed him by a difcharge of feveral platoons of mufquetry. 
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CHAP. Ill. 

Sketches on a journey into tbt Country of the K'!/fers. 

IMMEDIATELY after our arrival at GraafF Reynet, the Pro
vifional Landroft, in his lift of grievances under which the 
diftril\: was then laboring, reprefented the deplorable ftate of 
fome of its dependencies from the incurfions of the tribe of 
people known by the name of Kaffers. Certain chiefs of this 
nation, he faid, with their families, and vaffals, and cattle, 
were overrunning the country : fome had even advanced as 
far as the borders of the diftril\: of Zwellendam ; others had 
ftationed themfelves on the banks of the Sondag, or Sunday 
river, within fifty or fixty miles of the Drofdy ; but that the 
great bulk of them were in that divifion of the diftricl: called 
the Zuure-veldt, or Sour Grafs plains, which ftretch along the 
fea-coafi between the Sunday and the Great Fiih rivers : that 
an inhabitant of Brr0·11tjc1 Hoogte, another divifion of the dif
trill:, who, during the late difiurbances and anarchy in the 
affairs of Graaff Reynet, had on all occafions ufed a dictatorial 
language and allcd a buf y part, had now fent him a letter de
manding that the command fhould be given to him of a 
detachment of the farmers againfi a party of Kaffers who had 
paffed the borders of this divifion of the diftrill: with three or 
four thoufand head of cattle : that he, the provifional landroft, 
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bad, from certain intelligence of the coming of the aclual land
roft, fortunately withheld his anfwer to the faid letter; for, in 
the prefent ftate of affairs, he would not have dared to give a 
refufal: to all the meafures of the leading party he had been 
compelled to affent : he had in fall: been forced by the anar
chifts, by way of giving a kind of fanll:ion to their proceed
ings, to take upon him the title of an office, the duties of 
which he was neither qualified, nor indeed fuffered, to perform. 

The firft bufinefs, therefore, of the landroft, after his arrival 
at the Drofdy, was to ftop the preparations of the farmers for 
making war againft the Kaffers, by letting them know that it 
was his intention to pay a vifit to the chiefs of that nation, and 
to prevail on them, if poffible, to return quietly and peaceably 
into their own country beyond the fettled limits of the Great 
Filh river. This, no doubt, was an unwelcome piece of intel
ligence to the writer of the letter, and to thofe of the intended 
expedition who were to £hare with him the plunder of the 
Kaffers' cattle, which, in facl, and not any laudable motive for 
the peace and welfare of the diftrill:, was the mainfpring that 
operated on the minds of thofe who had confented to take up 
arms againft them. To the avaricious and covetous difpofition 
of the colonifts, and their licentious condull:, was owing a 
ferious rupture with this nation in the year 1793, which 
terminated with the almoft total expulfion of the former from 
fame of the divifions of the diftrill: : and though in the fame 
year the treaty was renewed which fixed the Great Fifu river 
to be the line of demarcation between the two nations, and the 
Kaffers retired within their proper limits, yet few of the colo-

nifis 

Digitized by Google 



JU TRAVELS IN 

nifi:s returned to their former poffeffions, particularly thofe in 
the Zuure Veldt ; a circumftance, no doubt, that induced the 
former once more to tranf grefs the fixed boundary. So long 
as they remained in fmall numbers in thefe forfaken parts, and 
during the confufion in the affairs of Graaff Reynet, little 
notice had been taken of their encroachments ; but of late 
they had poured over in fuch multitudes, and had made fuch 
rapid advances towards the interior and inhabited parts of the 
difi:ricl:, levying at the fame time contributions of oxen and 
1heep on thofe colonifi:s whofe habitations they approached in 
their paffage through the country, that the affair was become 
ferioufly alarming. 

As foon therefore as the landroft fhould have held a meeting 
of the inhabitants to adminifter to them the oath of allegiance 
to His Majefi:y, to read his commiffion, appoint the Hem
raaden, or members of the Council, and fettle fome other 
neceffary bufinefs at the Drofdy, it was refolved to inquire into 
the affair of the Kaffers upon the f pot where they had pofted 
themfelves in the greateft numbers ; and, fhould it be found 
neceffary, to proceed from thence to the refidence of their 
king; at the fame time to pafs through and examine as many 
parts of the country, under the jurifdill:ion of Graaff Reynet, 
as could be done without too great an expenditure of time ; 
and particularly to vifit the bay that was faid to be formed 
where the Zwart-lops river falls into the fea. 

In the meantime I had an opportunity of looking round me 
and taking a curfory view of that divifion of Graaff Reynet, 
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properly fo called. It occupies about ten miles on every fide 
of the village. On the north and eaft it is terminated by the 
Sneuwberg or Snowy mountains, and on the fouth and weft is 
inclofed by the divifion of Camdeboo. It contains only 
twenty-fix families, twelve of whom inhabit the village : the 
reft are fcattered over a wild barren country almoft deftitute of 
tree or Jhrub, and very little better than the Karroo defert. The 
Sunday river, in its paffage from the Snowy mountains, winds 
round the fmall plain on which the Drofdy is placed, and fur
nifues it with a copious fupply of water, without which it 
would produce nothing. The whole extent of this plain is not 
more than two fquare miles, and it is furrounded by mountains 
two thoufand feet in height, from whofe fteep fides project, like 
fo many lines of mafonry, a great number of fand-ftone ftrata; 
fo that the heat of fummer, increafed by the confined fituation 
and the reflection of the fun's rays from the rocky fides of 
thefe mountains, is intenfely great; whilft the cold of winter, 
from their great height, and the proximity of the Snowy 
mountains, from whence the northerly winds ruih with great 
violence through the kloof that admits the Sunday river, is 
almoft intolerable ; not merely on account of the decreafed 
temperature, but from the total impoffibility of ftirring abroad 
during the continuance of thefe winds, which in whirling 
eddies carry round the plain a conftant cloud of red earth and 
fand. 

The village of GraafF Reynet is in latitude 32° 11' fouth, 
longitude 26° eaft, and the diftance from Cape Town about 
500 miles. It confifts of an afi'emblage of mud huts placed at 
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fome diA:ance from each other, in two lines, forming a kind of 
ftreet. At the upper end A:ands the houfe of the landroA:, built 
alfo of mud, and a few miferable hovels that were intended as 
offices for the tranfacl:ion of public bufinefs : moft of thefe have 
tumbled in ; and the reA: are in a ruinous condition and not 
habitable. The jail is compofed of mud walls and roofed with 
thatch ; and fo little tenable, that an EnglHh deferter, who had 
been ihut up in it for amufing the country people with an 
account of a converfation he had held with fome French officer, 
made his efcape the firA: night through the thatch. The mud 
walls of all the buildings are excavated, and the Boors under
mined by a fpecies of lermes or white ant, which deA:roys every 
thing that falls in its way except wood; and the bats that lodge 
in the thatch come forth at nights in fuch numbers as to extin
guiih the candles, and make it almofi: impoffible to remain in a 
room where there is a light. 

The village is chiefly inhabited by mechanics, and fuch aa 
hold fome petty employment under the landroA:. Its appear
ance is more miferable than that of the pooreft village in Eng
land. The neceifaries of life are with difficulty procured in it ; 
for, though there be plenty of land, few are found induftrioua 
enough to cultivate it. No milk, no butter, no cheefe, no 
vegetables of any kind, are to be had upon any terms. There 
is no butcher, no chandler, no grocer, no baker. Every one 
muft provide for himfelf as well as he can. They have neither 
wine nor beer; and the chief beverage of the inhabitants is the 
water of the Sunday river, which, in the fummer feafon, is 
ftrongly impregnated with falt. It would be difficult to fay 
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what the motives could have been that induced the choice of 
this place for the refidence of the landroft. It could not pro
ceed from any perfonal comfort or convenience that the place 
held out ; perhaps thofe of the inhabitants have chiefly been 
confulted, as the fituation is nearly central ; though it is more 
probable that fome interefted motive, or a want of judgment, or 
a contradill:ory fpirit, muft have operated in affigning fo wild, 
fo fecluded, and fo unprofitable a place for the feat of the 
Drofdy. 

On the eleventh of Auguft we fet out from GraafF Reynet 
on our projed:ed expedition, accompanied by two hemraaden 
whom the landroft thought it advifeable to take, having pro
pofed to call a meeting of the inhabitants of the diftant divifions 
of his diftrill: as he patTed through them, to read his commiffion, 
adminifter the oath of allegiance, and to proclaim thofe parts of 
his public inftrull:ions as might particularly relate to fuch inha
bitants. He thought by doing this to f pare them the trouble 
and expence of a long journey to the Drofdy. 

Our firft route lay direa:Iy to the fouthward towards the fea
coaft, through a country as fandy, arid, and fterile as any part 
of the Great defert, and equally ill fupplied with water. Two 
farm-houfea only were patTed on the firft day's journey, which 
was in the divifion called Camdeboo, a Hottentot word, figni
fying green elevations, applying to the projell:ing buttretTes 
which fupport the Snowy mountains, and which are moftly 
covered with verdure. The farmers here are entirely graziers; 
and for feeding their numerous herds each occupies a vaft 
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extent of country. Notwithftanding the miferable appearance 
of the plains, the bullocks were large and in excellent condi
tion, and the fheep were in tolerable good order ; but the 
broad-tailed breed of the Cape feems to be of a very inferior 
kind to thofe of Siberia and oriental Tartary: they are long
legged, fmall in the body, remarkably thin in the fore quarters 
and acrofs the ribs : they have very little inteftine or net fat ; 
the whole of this feems to be collecl:ed upon the hind part of 
the thigh and upon the tail : this is fhort, broad, flat, naked on 
the under fide, and weighs in general about five or fix pounds: 
fometimes it exceeds a dozen pounds in weight : when 
melted it retains the confiftence of fat vegetable oils, and in this 
ftate it is frequently ufed as a fubftitute for butter, and for mak
ing foap by boiling it with the lie of the alhes of the falfola. 
The fheep of the Cape are marked with every fhade of color ; 
fome are black, fome brown, and others bay ; but the greateA: 
number are fpotted: their necks are fmall and extended, and 
their ears long and pendulous : they weigh from fixty to 
feventy pounds each when taken from their pafture ; but on 
their arrival at the Cape are reduced to about forty; and they 
are fold to the butchers who coll eel: them upon the f pot for fix 
or eight fhillings a-piece. The price of a bullock is about 
twelve rixdollars, or forty-eight fhillings, and the average 
weight is about four hundred pounds. The graziers feldom 
kill an ox for their own confumption, unlefs it be to lay up in 
falt. Their general fare is mutton and goats' flelli. The Afri
can goat is the fineft of the fpecies I ever faw, and fo wonder
fully prolific that it is confidered as the moA: profitable animal, 
for home confumption, that can be kept. They go twenty 
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weeks with young, and feldom have lefs than two at a birth, 
very commonly three, and frequently four. The fle(h, though 
much inferior to mutton, is thought quite good enough for the 
Hottentots in the fervice of the farmer ; and the choice pieces, 
well foaked in the fat of fheep's tails, are ferved upon his own 
table. 

The wool of the fheep is little better than a fl:rong frizzled 
hair, of which they make no kind of ufe except for ftuffing 
cufhions or matreffes. They neither wafh nor fhear their 
lheep, but fuffer the wool to drop off on its own accord, which 
it ufually does in the months of September and October. The 
1kins are ufed only as clothing for the Hottentots, aprons for 
their children, bags for holding various articles, and other houfe
hold purpofes. 

A hog is a fpecies of animal fcarcely known in the diftrict. 
No reafon but that of indolence can be affigned for the want of 
it. To feed hogs there would be a neceffity of planting, and to 
this they feem to have a mortal antipathy. It is great exertion 
to throw a little corn into the ground for their own bread. 
Many are not at the trouble even of doing this, but prefer to 
make a journey of feveral days to exchange their cattle for what 
corn they may ftand in need of. Potatoes they have a diflike 
to ; and according to their report, the Hottentots, whofe fto
machs are not very nice, refufe to eat them. It is curious 
enough that this poifonous root has been generally rejected at 
firft by moft nations. Strong prejudices exifted againft it when 
firft it was introduced into England, where the privation of it 
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now would be one of the greateft calamities that could befal the 
country. The fame reafons that prevent them from breeding 
hogs operate againft their keeping poultry : thefe would require 
grain, and this labor. Of wild fowl, fuch as ducks and geef e, 
may be procured in moft parts of the country almoft any 
quantity, at the expence of a little powder and thot. The larger 
kinds of game, however, are generally the objelts of the Dutch 
farmers. They have a fufficient degree of penetration to calcu
late that the fame quantity of powder required to kill a duck 
will bring down an antelope. Of this deer, that fpecies men
tioned in a former Chapter under the name of the fpring-bok, 
is met with on the plains of Camdeboo in numbers that are 
almoft incredible. A thorough-bred f portf man will kill from 
twenty to thirty every time he goes out. This, however, the 
farmer does by a kind of poaching. He lies concealed among 
the thickets near the f prings or pools of water, to which the 
whole herd, towards the clof e of the day, repair to quench 
their thirft, and by firing among them his enormous piece 
loaded with feveral bullets, he brings down three or four at a 
ihot. Oftriches we faw in great plenty, and often refreihed 
our whole company with the f poils of their nefts. 

On the twelfth, in the courfe of twenty miles, we faw two 
farm-houfes, one of which was deferted from a fcarcity of wa
ter ; and the following day we alfo paffed two houfes. Hav
ing croffed the Sunday river nine times fince our departure from 
GraafF Reynet, and every time in great danger of overturning 
the waggons, we now quitted it altogether, and encamped on 
the arid plain at a diftance from any water. This part of the 
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diftria: is called the Zwart Ruggens or black ridges. Except 
the plain of our encampment there fcarcely occurred, in the 
diftance of forty miles, a hundred yards of level ground. The 
roads over the ridges were execrably bad, conftantly afcending 
or defcending, covered wifh large fragments of loofe ftones, or 
carried over ledges of firm rock. 

Though vegetation in general was thinly fcattered over the 
ftony furface, and languid, fome of the eminences were tolerably 
well clothed with a fpecies of euwhorbium, whofe luxuriance of 

• 
growth lliewed it to be congenial to the foil and the fituation. 
The leaves were erect, hexangular, and armed with a row of 
double f pines along each edge. It appeared to be the fame 
fpecies of which Mr. Patterfon has given a drawing ; but it is 
not here confidered as a poifonous plant, as he has reprefented 
it, though a very obnoxious one, as it prevents the cattle from 
picking up any little herbage that may be growing about its 
roots. Another f pecies of euphorbium, fcarcely rifing above 
the furface of the ground, is here very common. From a cen
tral ,orona Hfue, as fo many radii, a number of round imbri
cated leaves, containing, like all the reft of this genus, a white 
milky fluid : the central part of one of thefe plants inclofes not 
lefs than a pint. The oxen pierce the corona with their inci
five teeth, and drink the milk ; and it is the opinion of the far
mers that they become fat upon it. Though lefs aftringent 
than the fluid that is ufually produced by this tribe of plants, it 
poffefi"es that quality to a very confiderable degree ; yet no fort 
of inconvenience is known to attend the ufe of it to the cattle. 
The peafantry collea: it for another purpofe. When warmed 
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over the fire, and ftirred round with a foft ochraceous ftone, it 
takes the confiftence of tar, and in that ftate is confidered as an 
excellent greafe for the axes of their waggon wheels. 

We paffed, on the fourteenth, a narrow opening, called the 
Poort, through a long range of hills running eaft and weft, and 
extending each way beyond the limitation of fight. The ap
proach to the chaf m was one of the moft beautiful things 
imaginable. For the f pace of three or four miles, on the nonh
ern fide, the road ferpentized through a tall fhrubbery diverfi
fied with the choiceft plants of Southern Africa. Among thefe 
were now in the height of their bloffoms a great variety of the 
crqjfula, a beautiful fcarlet cotelydon, many fpecies of the aloe, 
fome throwing out their clufters of flowers acrofs the road, and 
others riling above the reft in f pikes of blood-red bloffoms not 
lefs than fifteen feet in height, African briony claf ping every 
bufh with its vine-like leaves, and a beautiful plant refembling 
the jeframine, whofe clufters of white flowers fcented the whole 
country. The road through the fhrubbery was compofed of a 
fmooth, yellowifh, fandy earth without a ftone, and had in no 
part the length of a hundred yards in a ftraight line. The 
Riel herg, or Reed mountain, in the back ground, blufhed to 
the very fummit with a wood of tall fmooth-ftemmed aloes 
bearing f pikes of pink-colored flowers. 

Having pafred the kloof, or poort, we croffed a plain of fix 
or {even miles in width, and encamped on the Wolga fonteyn at 
the feet of another range of hills parallel to the Riet berg, and 
more thickly covered with fruitefcent plants. Here we ftarted 
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a herd of fourteen buffaloes that had been rolling in the f pring. 
They were very fhy, and fcampered away at a great rate into 
the thicket that covered the fides of the hills. For three days' 
journey from this place the road lay over a furface of country 
finely marked with bold hills, plains, gradual fwells, and hol
lows ; but the whole was entirely covered with a foreft of fhrub
bery. Sometimes for the diftance of ten or twelve miles there 
was not the leaft opening that made it poffible to turn a yard 
out of the path either to the right or to the left ; and from the 
heights, where the bullies were lefs tall, the eye could difcern 
only an uninterrupted foreft. Nothing could be more beautiful 
nor more interefting than this grand and extenfive fhrubbery 
appeared to be for the greateft part of the firft day's journey; 
but the inconvenience it occafioned towards the evening, when 
we witbed to halt, was ferioufly felt. There was no fpace fuf
ficient for the tent and waggons, or to make faft the oxen ; 
and, what was the worft of all, not a drop of water. The wea
ther had been very fultry, the thermometer fluctuating gene
rally from 7 5° to 80° in the fhade during the day; yet the 
cattle had tafted water once only in three days. The two 
nights thc,y were unyoked it was necefrary to bind them faft to 
the waggons, that they might not ftray into the thicket, where 
they would infallibly have been loft, or devoured by lions. 
The prints of the feet of this deftrucl:ive animal were every 
where frefh on the road, and every night we heard them roar
ing around us. Befides thefe were heard the cries of a multi
tude of ferocious beafts that nightly prowl the woods in queA: 
of prey. The roaring of lions, the bellowing of buffaloes, the 
howling of wolves, the yelping of jackals, and the timid looing 
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of our oxen, were parts in the nocturnal concert that could not 
be faid to produce much harmony to us who were encamped in 
the midft of a forcft of which we could difcern no end. 

On the flope of a hill, towards the fouthem verge of the fo
reft, I diftinguilhed among the clumps of frutefcent plants 
feveral flowers of a jlrelitzia, which I took for granted to be 
the regint.e, but on a nearer approach it turned out to be a new 
f pecies differing remarkably in the foliage from the two already 
known. Inftead of the broad plantain-like leaves of thefe, 
thofe of the new f pecics were round, a little compreffed, half an 
inch in diameter at the baf e, tapering to a point at the top, and 
from fix to ten feet high : the Bowers appeared to be the fame 
as thofe of the reginz, the colors perhaps a little deeper, par
ticularly that of the necl:arium, which was of a beautiful violet 
blue. I procured half a dozen roots, which are now growing, 
and likely to do well, in the botanic garden at the Cape. A 
beautiful plant of the palm tribe was growing near the ftrelitzia, 
from the pith of which the Hottentots were faid to make a kind 
of bread. It was a fpecies of zamia, apparently a variety of the 
,ycadi1 defcribed by Mr. Maffon. The leaves were of a glau
cous color and lanceolate ; the leaflets nearefi the bafe pointed 
with one, thofe about the middle with two, and thofe at the 
extremities with three, ftrong f pines. 

On the evening of the feventeenth we encamped on the ver
dant bank of a beautiful lake in the midft of a wood of fruitef-
cent plants. 
cumf erencc. 

It was of an oval form, about three miles in cir
On the weftern fide was a lhelving bank of green 
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turf, and round the other parts of the bafon the ground, rifing 
more abruptly, and to a greater height, was covered thickly 
with the fame kind of arboreolls and fucculent plants as had 
been obferved to grow moft commonly in the thickets of the 
adjoining country. The water was perfectly clear, but falt as 
brine. It was one of thofe falt-water lakes which abound in 
Southern Africa, where they are called zout pans by the colo
nifts. This it fcems is the moft famous in the country, and is 
reforted to by the inhabitants from very diftant parts of the 
colony, for the purpofe of procuring falt for their own con .. 
fumption or for fale. It is fituated on a plain of confiderable 
elevation above the level of the fea. The greateft part of the 
bottom of the lake was covered with one continued body of falt 
like a lheet of ice, the chryftals of which were fo united that it 
formed a folid mafs as hard as rock. The margin or lhore of 
the bafon was like the fandy beach of the fea coaft, with fand
ftone and quartz pebbles thinly fcattered over it, fome red, fome 
purple, and others grey. Beyond the narrow belt of fand the 
lheet of falt commenced with a thin porous cruft, increafing in 
thicknefs and folidity as it advanced towards the middle of the 
lake. The falt that is taken out for ufe is generally broken up 
with picks where it is about four or five inches thick, which is 
at no great diftance from the margin of the lake. The thick
nefs in the middle is not known, a quantity of water generally 
remaining in that part. The dry fouth-eafterly winds of fum
mer agitating the water of the lake produce on the margin a 
fine, light, powdery falt, like flakes of fnow. This is 
equally beautiful as the refined falt of England, and is 
much fought after by the women, who always commiffion 
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their hulbands to bring home a quantity of fnowy falt for 
the table. 

In endeavouring to account for the great accumulation of 
pure chryftallized falt at the bottom of this lake, I fhould have 
conceived the following explanation fufficiently fatisfacl:ory, 
had not fome local circumftances feemed to militate ftrongly 
againft it. The water of the fea on the coaft of Africa contains 
a very high proponion of falt. During the A:rong fouth-eaft 
winds of fummer, the fpray of the fea is carried to a very confi
derable extent into the country in the fhape of a thick mift. 
The powerful and combined effecl:s of the dry wind and the 
fun carry on a rapid evaporation of the aqueous part of the 
mift, and of courfe a dif engagement of the faline particles : 
thefe, in their fall, are received on the ground or on the foliage 
of the fhrubbery. When the rains commence they are again 
taken up in folution and carried into the falt pan, towards 
which the country on every fide inclines. The quantity of falt 
thus feparated from the fea, and borne upon the land, is much 
more confiderable than at firft thought it might feem to be. At 
the diftance of feveral miles from the fea-coaft, the air, in walk
ing againft the wind, is perceptibly faline to the lips. It leaves 
a damp feel upon the clothes, and gives to them alfo a faline 
tafte. The oftrich feather I wore in my hat always hung in 
feparate threads when near the fea-coaft in a fouth-eaft wind, 
and recovered itfelf immediately when the wind ihifted. In 
ihort, the air becomes fo much obfcured with the faline par
ticles that objects can only be diftinguiihed through it at very 
fhort diftances. Thefe winds prevailing for feven or eight 
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months in the year, the mind can eafily conceive that, in the 
lapfe of ages, the quantity of falt carried upon the furrounding 
country, and wafted annually from thence into the common 
refervoir, might have accumulated to the prefent bulk. 

Were this, however, all:ually the cafe, it would naturally 
follow that all the refervoirs of water in the proximity of this 
fea-coaft fhould contain, more or lef.c1, a portion of falt. Moft 
of them in fall: do fo. Between the one in queftion and the 
fea, a diftance of fix miles, there are three other falt lakes, two 
of which are on a plain within a mile of the fl:rand. None of 
thefe, however, depofit a body of falt except in very dry fum
mers when the greateft part of the water is evaporated. One 
is called the Red Salt pan, the chryfials of falt produced in it 
being always tinged of a ruby color with iron. This lake is 
about twice the fize of that above defcribed. All thefe fhould 
feem to favor the fuppofition of the falt being brought from the 
fea, were it not that clofe to the fide of the lake that produces 
the greateft quantity is a fiagnant pool or valleJ', the water of 
which is perfecl:ly frefh. Another firong argument againft the 
hypothefis above affumed is the circumfiance of our having dif
covered, on a future journey, feveral falt pans of the fame kind 
behind the Snowy mountains, at the diftauce of two hundred 
miles from the fea-coaft, and on an elevation that could not be 
lefs than five or fix thoufand feet. The foil too on all fides of 
the Zwart Kop's falt pan was deep vegetable earth, in fome 
places red and in others black, refting upon a bed of clay, and 
without having the fmallefi veftige of falt in its compofition. 
That falt in a foil was inimical to and deftructive of vegetation 
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was well known to the ancients. In the metaphorical manner 
of the eaftern nations in treating things as well as ideas, it was 
ufually ordained, after the deftruction of a city, to "throw falt 
" upon it that nothing afterwards might grow there." The 
1hrubbery, however, upon the banks of this falt lake was beau
tifully luxuriant to the very water's edge. 

A caufe, then, lefs remote remains to be adopted. Either 
falt-water fprings muft exift towards the center of the lake, or 
the water that refts in it muft come in contact with a ftratum of 
fal gem or rock falt. This in fad: feems to be the only fatif
fal'tory way of accounting for the faltnefs of the fea ; and if 
the fubterranean ftrata of this fubftance be among the number 
of thofe that are moft commonly met with in the bowels of the 
earth, as has been fuppofed, the efFel'ts that exift may eafily be 
conceived to ari(e from it. The falt of Poland alone would be 
more than fufficient to falify the Northern Atlantic. 

\Ve happened to vifit the lake at a very unfavorable feafon, 
when it was full of water. About the middle it was three feet 
deep, but fufficiently clear to perceive feveral veins of a dark 
ferruginous color interfel'ting in various direll:ions the ilieet of 
falt. Thefe were in all probability fprings whofe al'tion had 
impeded chryftallization, and brought up a quantity of ochra
ceous matter. I caufed a hole four feet in depth to be dug in 
the fand clofe to the edge of the water. The two firft feet were 
through fand like that of the fea-iliore, in which were mingled 
fmall ihining chryftals of falt. The third foot was confiderably 
harder and more compact, and came up in flakes that required 
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fome force to break, and the la.ft foot was fo folid that the f pade 
would fcarcely pierce it ; and one-fifth part of the mafs at lea.ft 
was pure falt in chryftals. The water now gullied in perfectly 
clear and as falt as brine. 

Another object of natural hiftory was difcovered about five 
miles north-weft from. the falt pan. This was on the fide of a 
fmall hill down which ran a ftreamlet of chalybeate water from 
a fpring fituated about midway of the afcent. Immediately 
below the fpring the ftream ran through a chafm of five or fix 
feet deep, in the midft of a mound of black boggy earth which 
feemed to have been vomited out of the f pring. The mound was 
completely deftitute of any kind of vegetation, and fo light and 
tumefied that it would fcarcely fupport the weight of a man. 
The water was clear, but the bottom of the channel was covered 
with a deep orange-colored fediment of a gelatinous confiftence, 
void of f mell or tafte. In every part of the bog was oozing 
out a fubftance, in fome places yellow, and in others green, 
which was auftere to the tafte like that of alum. When 
expofed to the flame of a candle it fwelled out into a large 
hollow blifter, of which the external part had become a red 
friable clay, and the interior furface was coated over with a black 
glaffy pellicle. The fmell given out was at firft flightly ful
phureous and afterwards bituminous. Great quantities of a 
dark, red, ocraceous earth was thrown out from the bog in 
fmall heaps like mole-hills. This when taken between the 
fingers became oily and adhefive, and the color brightened to 
that of vermilion. Both the red, the green, and the yellow 
fubfiances, when boiled in water, depofited a fmooth clayey 
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fediment, unlluous to the feel, taftelefs and colorlefs. The 
water had imbibed a ftrong acid, and had dilfolved part of the 
copper kettle in which it was boiled, as appeared by this metal 
being brought down on pieces of polifhed iron. The impreg
nated water changed the color of blue paper. The want of 
chemical tefts prevented any farther experiments ; but I 
imagine the fubftances were fulphuric acid in combination with 
clay forming alum, and the fame acid in union with iron, com
pofing green vitriol or copperas, which the mixture of bitu
minous or other heterogeneous matter had prevented from 
forming itfelf into regular chryflals. 

The water of the fpring was of the fame temperature as the 
furrounding atmofphere ; but a farmer who was with us alferted 
pofitively that fifteen years ago, when Iaft he was on the fpot, 
the water was thrown out warm to a confiderable degree. His 
alfertion, however, was liable to fome doubt. Periodical hot 
fprings are phenomena in nature not frequently, if ever, met 
with. It is poffible that a portion of unfaturated fulphuric acid 
coming in its difengaged ftate in contact with the water might 
occafionally raife its temperature. The information of the pea
fantry on any fubjecl:, and in all countries, 1hould be received 
with a degree of caution. Thofe of Africa, I have generally 
obferved, are much dif po fed to the marvellous. Before I 
afcended the hill in queflion I was told that the fuffocating 
fmell of fulphur conftantly given out was fcarcely to be fup
ported, and that there was always a prodigious fmoke, both of 
which were palpable falfehoods. 
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We found encamped on the borders of the falt-water lake a 
farmer and his whole family, confifting of fons and daughters, 
and grandchildren ; of oxen, cows, fheep, goats, and dogs. 
He was moving to a new habitation ; and, in addition to his 
live-flock, carried with him his whole property in two wag
gons. He advifed us to make fafl: our oxen to the waggons, 
as two of his horfes had been devoured on the preceding night 
by lions. This powerful and treacherous animal is very com
mon in the thickets about the falt pan ; treacherous, becaufe it 
feldom makes an open attack, but, like the refl: of the feline 
genus, lies in ambufh till it can conveniently fpring upon its 
prey. Happy for the peafantry, the Hottentots, and thofe ani
mals that are the objell:s of its deftrull:ion, were its noble and 
generous nature, that fo oft has fired the imagination of poets, 
realized, and that his royal paw difdained to ftain itfelf in the 
blood of any fleeping creature. The lion, in fall:, is one of the 
moft indolent of all the beafts of prey, and never gives himfelf 
the trouble of a purfuit unlefs hard prelfed with hunger. On our 
arrival at a farm-houfe on the banks of the Zwart-kop's river, 
a lion had juft been fhot by a trap-gun; and fhortly after one 
of the Hottentots had brought down a large male buffalo. This 
animal (the bos cqffer of the S1flema Naturte) is the firongeft and 
the fierceft of the bovine genus. Nature feems to have defigned 
him as a model for producing extraordinary powers. The 
horns at the bafe are each twelve or thirteen inches broad, and 
are feparated only by a narrow channel, which fills up with age, 
and gives to the animal a forehead completely covered with a 
rugged mafs of horn as hard as rock. From the bafe they 
diverge back.wards, and are incurved towards the points, which 
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are generally diA:ant from each other about three feet. About 
the height of a common-fized ox, the African buffalo is at leaft 
twice its bulk. The fibres of its mufcles are like fo many 
bundles of cords, and they are covered with a hide little inferior 
in ftrength and thicknefs to that of the rhinofceros It is pre
ferred by the peafantry to the flcin of all other animals for cut
ting into thongs to be ufed as traces and harnefs for their carts 
and waggons. The flefh is too coarfe-grained to be good ; yet 
the farmers generally falt it up as food for their Hottentots. It 
is curious enough that the teeth of this f pecies of buffalo fhould 
at all times be fo perfectly loofe in the fockets as to rattle and 
fuake in its head. 

The lion frequently meafures his ftrength with the buffalo, 
and always gains the advantage. This, however, he is faid to 
accomplifh by ftratagem, being afraid to attack him on the open 
plain. He lies waiting in ambufh till a convenient opportunity 
offers for f pringing upon the buffalo, and fixing his fangs in his 
throat; then {hiking his paw into the animal's face, he twifts 
round the head and pins him to the ground by the horns, hold
ing him in that fituation till he expires from lofs of blood. 
Such a battle would furnifh a grand fubjelt for the powers of a 
mafierly pencil. 

If the Dutch have been too indolent to domefiicate the qua
cha and the zebra, it is lefs a matter of afionifhment that no at
tempts have been made on the fierce and powerful buffalo. 
Any other nation, poffeffing the Cape for one hundred and fifty 
yean, would certainly have effected it. A male, if taken very 
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young, and fufJ'ered to run among the cattle, would in all proba
bility have intercourfe with the cows ; at leaft the other fpecies 
of the bovine tribe, when domefticatcd, have been found to mix 
together without any difficulty. Such a connection would pro
duce a change in the prefent breed of cattle in the colony, and 
without doubt for the better : a worfe it could not well be than 
the common long-legged ox of the country. 

On the evening of the eighteenth we arrived at Zwart-kop'1, 
or Algoa hay, and found His MajeA:y's brig, the Hope, riding 
at anchor there. This bay is open to every point of the com
pafs from north-eaft to fouth-eaft, and of courfe affords no kind 
of {helter againft the prevailing winds. The bottom, however, 
is generally fine fand and good holding-ground. Ships may 
anchor in five fathoms at the diflance of a mile from the gene
ral landing-place, which is on the weft fide of the bay ; but 
vefTels of great burden ihould keep farther out on account of the 
very heavy f well that almoft perpetually rolls in from the eaft
ward. The latitude of the landing-place is 33° 56' fouth, and 
longitude 26° 5 J' eaft of Greenwich ; and the diftance from the 
Cape, in a direcl: line, 500 Engli{h miles. The time of high
water, at full and change of the moon, appears to be about 
three o'clock, and the tide rifes between fix and feven feet. 
The extent of the bay, from the weftern point to the eaflern 
extremity: where it rounds off into the general pending of the 
coaft, is about twenty miles ; and the lhore, except from the 
landing-place to the weft point, is a fine, fmooth, fandy beach. 
The rivers that fall into the bay are the Zwart-kop'1, the Kooka, 
and the Sunday. The mouth of each of thefe rivers i& clofed up 
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by a bar of fand, which occafionally breaks down as the mafa 
of water in the river becomes too heavy for the mound of fand 
to fupport it ; and the firft fouth-eaft wind again blocks it up, 
carrying at the fame time a quantity of falt water into the river. 
Clofe to the landing-place, however, there is a copious fpring 
of excellent water at the extremity of a narrow flip of ground, 
hemmed in between a ridge of fand-hills on one fide, and by a 
fudden rife of the country on the other. This flip is about four 
thoufand feet long by five hundred in width. It is compofed 
of excellent foil, has a gentle flope to the fhore of the bay, and 
is the prettieft fituation for a fmall fifuing village that could 
poffibly be imagined. 

Zwart-kop's bay, indeed, feems to hold out very confiderablc 
advantages in the fifhing trade. The bay fwarms with the 
black whale, and abounds with every fort of excellent fi{h that 
frequent the coaft of Southern Africa ; and the falt pan would 
furnHh an inconfumable quantity of ftrong bay falt ready pre
pared for ufe. More folid advantages might ftill be derived to 
the trading part of the nation, and to the EaA:-lndia Company 
in particular, were an eA:abliihment formed at this place for the 
preparation of falted beef and fi{h. The bad quality of the 
Cape beef has been accounted for in the preceding Chapter. 
The cattle in this part of the country, from the Snowy moun
tains to the fea-coaft, are generally in good condition; and the 
beef that is killed here takes falt and keeps juft as well as in 
Europe. If the butchers at the Cape can afford to contracl for 
{upplying the army with beef at two-pence a-pound, after hav
ing brought the cattle five, fix, and feven hundred miles at their 

own 

Dig,llzed by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 133 

own expence, and at the Jofs of almoft half the weight of the 
animals, it may eafily be conceived at how very cheap a rate 
veffels bound on long voyages might be vid:ualled at Zwart
kop's bay: or, if the meat here prepared fhould be tranfported 
to the Cape in coafting veffels, it might be afforded there con
fiderably under fixpence a-pound. The furrounding country 
is very fertile ; and corn in almoft any quantity might be pur
chafed at the bay for lefs than three fhillings a bu{hel. Hides 
and fkins might alfo be falted and become an article of export. 
Thofe of the wild antelopes, even with the rough dreffing of the 
uninformed peafantry, make very fine leather. For ftrength 
and durability the fkins of wild animals are much preferable to 
thofe that have been domefticated. 

At the diftance of fifteen miles to the weftward of the bay, 
and clofe to the fea-fhore, many thoufand acres of ground are 
covered completely with foreft-trees of various kinds and dimen
fions : the moft common was the gee/ bout or yellow wood, 
(taxus elongatus) erroneoufly called by Thunberg the ilex crocea. 
Thefe trees grow to the amazing fize of ten feet in diameter, 
and to the height of thirty or forty feet of trunk, clear of 
branches. The wood is very ferviceable for many purpofes, 
but will not bear expofure to weather. Next to the yellow 
wood is the yzer bout, iron-wood, (a jideroxylon,) growing to 
the fize of three feet in diameter, and very high. The wood of 
this tree is clofe-grained, ponderous, and very hard. H'!/[agai 
bout (the curtyia foginea of the Hor/us Kewenjis) is a beautiful 
tree growing to the fize of the iron-wood, and is ufed for naves, 
fellies, and fpokes of waggon-wheels, and moft implements of 
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lmfbandry. The grain of this wood is fomewhat clofer and 
the color darker than thofe of plain mahogany. Stinll bout, or 
fiinking wood, takes its name from an offenfive excrementitious 
odor that exhales while green, and which it retains till perfectly 
feafoned. It grows almoft to the fize of the gee/ bout, and is 
by many degrees the heft wood in the colony. The grain and 
fiiading are not unlike thofe of walnut ; and many f pecimens 
from old trees make exceeding beautiful furniture. It appears 
to be welJ calculated for ufe in !hip-building, either as knees, 
timbers, or plank. The ftink bout is the native oak of Africa, 
and I believe the only fpecies found upon that continent. It 
may therefore not improperly be caJled the ~trC111 Africana. 
Several other timber-trees of vaft fize were growing here, and 
afterwards met with in various parts of the colony, particularly 
along the fouthern coaft, to the number of more than forty 
different kinds, a lift of which will be given in a future Chap
ter; yet in Cape Town there i-s a general complaint of want of 
wood; .and the extravagant demand of fix hundred per cent. 

profit has been made there for European deals. 

In addition to the forefi-trees were met with a great variety 
of fmall woods for poles ; and the whole coaft, for more than a 
day's journey to the weftward of Zwart-kop's bay, was covered 
with thick bruiliwood almoft down to the water's edge. The 
greatefi part of the forefts of Africa is encumbered with a fpe
cies of lichen that covers nearly the whole foliage, and hangs 
from the branches in tufts of a foot to three feet in length. This 
lichen was obferved particularly to be growing upon thegu/ bout, 
and evidently impeded the growth of its branches. 

In 
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In the midft of all thefe forefts the miferable hovels in which. 
the graziers live are the picl.ures of want and wretchednefa.. 
Four low mud-walls, with a couple of fquare holes to admit the 
light, and a door of wicker-work, a few crooked poles to fup
port a thatch of ruil1es, flovenly f pread over them, ferves for 
the dwelling of many a peafant whofe ftock confifts of feveral 
thoufand iheep and as many hundred heads of cattle. The 
oxen in this particular pafture are not fo large nor fat as thofe 
farther up in the country, nor were the iheep nearly fo good as 
thofe of Camdeboo. One principal article of their revenue is 
butter. An African cow, either from its being a degenerated 
breed, or from the nature of its food, or the effecl:s of the cli
mate, or perhaps from a combination of thefe, gives a very 
fmall quantity of poor milk. Four quarts a-day is confidered 
as fomething extraordinary, and about half the quantity is the 
ufual average of a cow at the very top of her milk. The but
ter is fometimes very good ; but the manner of plunging the 
whole milk into the churn without fuffering it to ftand and caft 
the cream, is generally againft its being fo ; nor is the leaft 
cleanlinefs obferved in the management of the dairy. 

The country about Zwartrkop's bay feems heft adapted for 
the cultivation of grain. The farmers give themfelves at this 
place no trouble to manure the land, yet reckon upon a return 
of twenty-five, thirty, and even forty, for one, efpecially if a 
ftream of water can occafionally be turned upon the ground. 
In ftiff clayey ground a fmall quantity of iheep's dung is fome
times employed to prevent the fragments from clodding toge
ther, and to make their parts lefs tenacious. How little they 
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efteem manure is very evident from the heaps of dung piled up 
about the houfes in thofe places where the cattle, in order to 
preferve them from beafts of prey, are pent up at nights. Thefe 
are circular or fquare fpaces, fuut in by dead branches of the 
thorny mimofa, and are called lraals, a name which they have 
alfo thought proper to transfer to the collecl:ed huts of the Hot
tentots or Kaffers. The beds of fome of thefe kraals were 
twelve feet deep of dung, unmixed with any other material ; 
and this is not the only nor the leaft offenfive nuifance with 
which the hovel of a Dutch peafant is ufually f urrounded. 

The great fertility of the land in this part of the colony can 
be no inducement for the farmers to extend the cultivation of 
grain beyond the prefent limited quantity, as they can have no 
demand for their produce unlefs a coafting trade fuould be efta
bliihed. They would be very glad to find a market for their 
grain at a contrall: price of two fuillings and eight-pence for a 
Winchefter bulhel delivered at Zwart-kop's bay. The wheat of 
the Cape is a large full grain, weighing uf ually from fixty-one 
to fixty-five pounds a builiel. Since the capture of the Cape 
a fmaJl cargo was fent to Europe which fold in Mark-lane mar
ket at a higher price than the heft Englifu wheat that appeared 
on the fame day. 

The valley through which the Zwart-kop's river meanders 
in its courfe to the bay, is a fertile trall: of country, the greateft 
part of it capable of being laid under water. It is twenty miles 
in length and between two and three in width. The hills, that 
on each fide rife with an eafy flope, exhibit an unbroken foreft 
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c,f evergreen plants holding a middle rank, in point of fize, be
tween ihrubs and trees. The tree cn!ffula, feveral f pecies of the 
Joe, the euphorhia, and other fucculent plants, were alfo mixed 
with the fhrubbery. The whole valley is divided between four 
families, each having not lefs than five thoufand acres of land 
independent of the enclofing hills covered with wood. Yet not 
fatisfied with this enormous quantity, they have made feveral 
attempts to bum down the foreft, that the cattle might more 
conveniently come at the hefts of fwect grafs that abound 
within it. Hitherto all their endeavours have proved fruitlefs. 
The moment that the fucculent plants, particularly the great 
aloes and euphor6ia, became heated, the expanded air within 
them burft open the ftems, and their juices, rufbing out in 
ftreams, extinguifhed the fire. 

In one part of the valley was a morafs of confiderable extent, 
that by one fingle drain might be converted into a very beauti
ful meadow. The vaft numben of the Egyptian and the 
Mountain goofe, of teals, and feveral fpecies of ducks, that har
boured in the reeds by which the fwamp was covered, were 
beyond credibility, and the damage they did to the corn was 
very confiderable. I have feen a field literally covered with 
them; and they were too bold to be driven away by fbooting 
at them. The bufFalos alfo defcend from the thickets at night, 
and commit great depredations among the corn. Thefe, how
ever, are much more eafily chafed away than the geefe, and 
retire at the report of a mufquet. 

T The 
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The fwamp concealed alfo a fpecies of antelope, or goat, 
called the riet-bol, or red goat, which does not appear yet to 
have been defcribed by naturalifts. In color and fize the male 
approaches nearly to the /eucoph<Za or blue antelope. Its horns 
are from nine inches to a foot in length, diverge a little towards 
the points which are bent forwards, and are annulated about 
one-fourth of the length from the bafe. A creft of ihort hair 
runs from the throat to the cheft, which circumftance may pro
bably affign it a place in the goat genus. The diftind:ion feems 
to be arbitrary and not. drawn by nature. This is a very rare 
animal, and fcarcely known in moft parts of the colony. An
other f pecies of antelope was here very plentiful, known by the 
Hottentot name of orabie, which, except in color and fize, 
being of a darker brown and a little larger, bore a confiderable 
refemblance to the fteenbok: it was marked down the face with 
two yellow lines. Here alfo we met with that beautiful little 
animal the royal antelope of Pennant, and the pygmtea of the 
S;:Jlema Naturte. Except the pigmy mufk-deer, the royal ante
lope is the fmalleft of the hoofed quadrupeds : the height is 
from nine to twelve inches : the fides of a light brown paffing 
into an afh-colored blue on the back : the horns are about an 
inch and half long, erect and parallel, black, polifhed, and Lhin
ing like marble : its habits are mild and innocent. The bofch
bok or wood-deer, the antelope fylvatica, with its white-fpotted 
haunches, was common amongft the bruihwood ; and the 
griefbok, the fteenbok, and the duiker, were very plentiful 
upon the plains. 

Of 
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Of birds, befides the ducks and geefe already noticed, were 
great variety of water-fowl, fuch as flamingos, pelicans, and 
feveral f pecies of cranes. Partridges, pheafants, and buftards 
were alfo very plentiful. The bird called in the Cape a phea
fant is in fall: a /t/rao or groufe, with remarkably ftrong fpurs 
on the legs, and two fpurious ones juft below the knee-joint. 
Befidcs the two f pecies of buftards known in the colony by the 
name of !torhaanr, at this place was a third which appeared to 
be by much the fineft bird in Southern Africa, and which, 
though fufficicntly common, has not yet been defcribed in the 
SJ!lema Naluree. It i:, called here the wildt pauw, or wild pea
cock, a name common with another large and elegant bird, the 
ardta pavonina or balearic crane. The bird in queftion is an 
olir, and is nearly as large as the Norfolk buftard. The feathers 
of the neck are long, very thick, and loofe, like thofe of a 
domeftic fowl, of a bright chefnut-color on the upper part, and 
an aih-colored blue under the throat and on the breaft. The 
feathers of the back beautifully undulated with black and brown 
lines, the belly white; the tail-feathers from fixteen to twenty 
in number, marked acrofs with alternate bars of black and white; 
the f pread of the wings feven feet, and the whole length of the 
bird three feet and an half. It is generally met with in the 
neighbourhood of farm-houfes ; and to all appearance might 
very eafily be domefticated : the flefh is exceeding good with a 
high flavor of game. In the vicinity of the woods we faw a 
great number of the folco flrpentarius, ridiculouily enough 
called the fecretary bird, from the long feathers of its creft 
being fuppofed to refemble the pens that it was the cuftom for 
merchants' clerks to ftick in the hair. The ferpentarius is the 
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avowed enemy of fnakes, on which account he is confideted, 
both by the Colonifts and the Hottcntots, as a facred bird. Of 
the feveral kinds of fnakes that they here enumerate, one only 
was confidered as innoxious ; this was the /Joom flange or tree
fnake, fo called from its being generally found coiled round the 
branches of trees ; it is from fix to ten feet in length, very 
thick, and of a dark fteel-blue color approaching nearly to black. 
It is faid to take its abode in trees for the fake of procuring its 
food with the greater convenience, which in general confifta of 
the fmaller kinds of birds. The fafcinating power afcribed to 
certain fnakes of drawing animals within their reach by fixing 
their eyes upon them, or by fome other means, has often been 
remarked and as often difbelieved. When a facl is mentioned 
of fo extraordinary a nature that the generality of mankind 
could not have obferved it, individual teftimony is not always 
bf fufficient force to eftabliih general belief. In the fouthern 
part of Africa, where fnakes are every where met with in great 
abundance, the facl with regard to their fafcinating power over 
birds is fo well known that very few of the peafantry will hefi
tate to vouch for the truth of it from perf onal obf ervation ; but 
I have never heard it fuppofed here that the infiuence of the 
charm was extended to the human fpecies, as has been afferted, 
feemingly on good authorities, to be the cafe in parts of Afia 
and North America. The moft formidable fpecies of this vene
mous tribe of animals in the colony of the Cape is the hooded 
fnake, which they call the cobra capella. The Hottentota are 
·acquainted with f everal vegetable antidotes again ft the poifon 
of ferpents; but the moft approved remedy among the Dutch 
is the flange .Jlem or fnake-ftone, which they hold to be infallible. 

This 
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This is nothing more than a piece of firm bone of fome animal 
made into an oval Oiapc and burnt round the edges fo as to 
leave a whitiili fpot in the middle. The country-people, who 
purchaf e this remedy under the idea of its being a ftone taken 
out of the head of a certain f pecies of ferpent, were very much 
aftonifhed on being told that it was only a piece of bone; and 
the more fo on finding that this fubftance ftood their teft of the 
goodnefs of the jlangejleen, which was that of throwing out 
bubbles on the furface when immerfed in water. To the poro
fity of the bone may be afcribed its healing qualities, if it 
all:ually poffeffes any ; for which reafon any other fubftance 
made up of capillary tubes, as common f ponge for inA:ance, 
might produce the fame effetl:. 

About twenty miles to the weftward of Zwart-kop's bay 
commences another wide, open, unlheltered indent in the coaft 
called Camtoos bay, into which fall the Kromme river, the 
Camtoos river, Van Staaden's river, and feveral other inferior 
ftreams. At the mouth of the Kromme river two or three 
Oiips may ride at anchor in tolerable good lhelter from moft 
winds except the fouth-eaft. The country that furrounds this 
large bay is covered with thick brulhwood, and in places with 
clumps of foreft-trees. Near the mouth of Van Staaden's river 
we found, in the fteep fides of a deep glen, feveral fpecimens of 
a lead ore. It was of that fpecies known by the name of 
galena, which is lead mineralized with fulphur. The maffes 
had no appearance of cubic chryftallization, but were granular 
and amorphous in fome f pecimens, and the furfaces in others 
were made up of fmall facets. This fort of galena is fometimes 
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called by miners white jilver ere, on account of the large pro
portion it has been found to contain of that metal. It is well 
known that all galenas contain more or lefs of filver; and it 
has been obferved that thofe whofe configuration is leaft diftinll: 
have the greateft proportion, the heterogeneous metal having 
difturbed and obftruc\:ed the natural arrangement of the parti
cles, which would be that of a mathematical cube if perfetl:ly 
pure. The vein of the ore was about three inches wide and an 
inch thick, and it appeared to increafe both in width and thick
nefs as it advanced under the ftratum of rock with which it was 
covered. The gangru or matrix was quartoze fand-ftone of a 
yellowifh tinge, cellular and fibrout-, harfh to the feel, and eafily 
broken. 

Some experiments were formerly made, in a rough way, at 
the Cape of Good Hope, upon f pecimens of this identical vein 
of lead-ore, by Major Van Dhen, an officer in the Dutch fer
vice, and the refult of thefe proved it to be uncommonly rich 
in filvcr. According to this gentleman's ftatement of the affay, 
two hundred pounds of the ore contained one hundred pounds 
of pure lead and eight ounces of filver. Should this on a more 
accurate trial turn out to be the cafe, it may hereafter prove a 
valuable acquifition to the colony. Lead mines, it is true, are 
generally very deep below the furface of the ground, and the 
working of them is both troublefome and expenfive. But at 
this place a vein of rich ore, fhewing itfelf at the furface, gives 
reafonable grounds for prefuming that the large body of the 
mine is at no great depth, and if fo it might be worked with 
great advantage. The furrounding country is particularly 
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favorable for the profecution of fuch an undertaking. Wood is 
in fuch abundance both for building and for fuel, that it could 
not be exhaufted in an age. Two ftreams of water unite in the 
bottom of the glen. The country would fupport with cattle 
and corn any number of people that might be required to carry 
on the works; and the diftance of the mine is only five miles 
from the mouth of Van Staaden's river in Camtoos bay. 

Having finifhed our obfervations on Zwart-kop's bay and the 
adjoining country, the next ftep was to make the heft of our 
way to the eaftward along the fea-coaft where the Kaffers were 
faid to have ftationed themfelves in the greateft numbers. An 
old Hottentot, who on former occafions had ferved as inter
preter between the Jandrofts of Graaff Reynet and the Kaffer 
Chiefs, had, according to appointment, joined us with his fuite, 
confifting of about half a dozen of his countrymen. The land
roft, on his joining us, invefted him with his ftaff of office, a 
long flick with a brafs head on which was engraven the king's 
arms. By fuch a ftaff, in the time of the Dutch government, 
a Hottentot was conftituted a captain ; and, by the number 
they created of thefe captains, the ruin of their hordes was 
much facilitated. But they are now no more ; they and their 
hordes have entirely difappearcd, and our old C:Optain Ha'!foecl 
commands in Graaff Reynet without a rival. 

Twenty years ago, if we may credit the travellers of that 
day, the country beyond Camtoos river, which was then the 
eaftem limit of the colony, abounded with kraals or villages of 
Hottentots, out of which the inhabitants came to meet them by 
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hundreds in a groupe. Some of thefe villages might ftill have 
been expected to remain in this remote and not very populous 
part of the colony. Not one, however, was to be found. There 
is not in the whole cxtenfive diftrict of GraafF Reynet a fingle 
horde of independent ~eirn)ts ; and perhaps not a fcore of 
individuals who are notad:ually in the fervice of the Dutch. 

~hefe weak_people, the moft helpl~fs, and in their prefent con
) dition perhaps the moft wretched, of the human race, duped out 

-:...(· of their polfeffions, -th~i~· country, and finally out of their 
liberty, have entailed upon their miferable offspring a ftate of 
exiftence to which that of flavery might bear the comparifon 
of happinefs. It is a condition, however, not likely to con
tinue to a very remote pofterity. The name of Hottentot 
will be forgotten or remembered only as that of a deceafed 
pcrfon of little note. Their numbers of late years have rapidly 
declined. It has generally been obferved that wherever Euro
peans have colonized, the lefs civilized natives have always 
dwindled away, and at length totally difappeared. Various 
caufes have contributed to the depopulation of the Hottentots. 
The impolitic cutlom of hording together in families, and of 
not marrying out of their own kraals, has no doubt tended to 
enervate this race of men, and red11ced them to their prefent 

\ ___ ~egenerate<l condition, which is that- of a languid,_ : liftlefs, 
phlegm-atic people, in whom the prolific powers of nature 
feem to b~ afmoft· exhaufted. To this may be added their 

: extreme poverty, fcantinefs of food, and continual 4ejetllQn of 
: mind,· arifing from the cruel treatment they receive from an 

inhuman and unfeeling peafantry, who having difcovered 
themfelves to be removed to too great a diftance from the feat 
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of their former government to be awed by its authority, have 
exercifed, in the moft wanton and barbarous manner, an abfo
lute power over thefe poor wretches reduced to the neceffity of 
depending upon them for a morfel of bread. There is fcarcely 
an inftance of cruelty faid to have been committed againft the 
flaves in the Weft-India iflands, that could not find a parallel { 
from the Dutch farmers of the remote parts of the colony 
towards the Hottentots in their fervicc. Beating and cutting 
them with thongs of the hide of the fea--cow or rhinofceros, is 
a gentle punifhment, though thefe fort of whips which they 
call jhambos are moft horrid inftruments, tough, pliant, and 
heavy almoft as lead. Firing fmall fhot into the legs and 
thighs of a· Hottentot is a punifhment not unknown to fome 
of the monfters who inhabit the neighbourhood of Camtoos 
river. Inftant death is not unfrequently the confequence_ of 
punifhing thef e poor wretches in a moment of rage. This is 
of little confequence to the farmer ; for though they are to all 
intents and purpofes his flaves, yet they are not transferable 
property. It is this circumftance which, in his mind, makes 
their lives lefs valuable and their treatment more inhuman. 

In offences of too fmall moment to ftir up the phlegm of a 
Dutch peafant, the coolnefs and tranquillity dif played at the 
punifhment of his flave or Hottentot is highly ridiculous, and 
at the fame time indicative of a favage difpofition to unfeeling V• .. , 

cruelty lurking in his heart. He flogs them, not by any given 
number of ]allies, but by time ; and as they have no clocks 
nor fubftitutes for them capable of marking the f mailer divi-
fions of time, he has invented an excufe for the indulgence of 
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one of his moft favorite fenfualities, by flogging them till he 
has fmoked as many pipes of tobacco as he may judge the mag
nitude of the crime to deferve. The government of Malacca, 
according to the manufcript journal of an intelligent officer in 
the expedition againft that fettlement, has adopted the fame 
cuftom of flogging by pipes; and the fifcal or chief magiftrate, 
or fome of his deputies, are the f mokers on fuch occafions. 

By a refolution of the old government, as unjuft as it was 
inhuman, a peafant was allowed to claim as his property, till 
the age of five-and-twenty, all the children of the Hottentots in 
his fervice to whom he had given in their infancy a morfel of 
meat. At the expiration of this period the odds are ten to one 
that the flave is not emancipated. A Hottentot knows nothing 
of his age; "he takes no note of time." And though the fpi
rit that dill:ated this humane law expanded its beneficence in 
favor of the Hottentot by direll:ing the farmer t-0 regifter the 
birth of fuch children as he may intend to make his flaves, yet 
it feldom happens, removed as many of them are to the diftance 
of ten or twelve days' journey from the Drofdy, that the Hot
tentot has an opportunity of inquiring when his fervitude will 
expire; and indeed it is a chance if he thinks upon or even 
knows the exiftence of fuch a refource. Should he be fortunate 
enough to efcape at the end of the period, the heft part of Ms 
life has been fpent in a profitlefs fervitude, and he is turned 
adrift in the decline of life (for a Hottentot begins to grow old 
at thirty) without any earthly thing he can call his own, except 
the fheep's {kin upon his back. 

The 
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The condition of thofe who engage themfelves from year to 
year is little better than that of the other. If they have already 
families, they erect fo1· them little ft.raw-huts near the farm
houfe. Their children arc encouraged to run about the houfe 
of the peafant, where they receive their morfel of food. This 
is deemed fufficient to eftablHh their claim to the young Hot
tentots ; and fuould the parents, at the end of the term for 
which they engaged, exprefs a defire to quit the fervice, the 
farmer will fufft:r them to go, perhaps turn them away, and 
detain their children. 

Thofe who are unmarried and free are fomewhat better in 
their fituation than the others, though not much. The pitiful 
wages they agree for are ftopped upon every frivolous occafion. 
If an ox or a ilieep be miffing, the Hottentot muft replace 
them ; nor would he be fuffered to quit his fervice till he has 
earned the value of them. An ox, or a couple of cows, or a 
dozen ilieep, wonh fony or fifty {billings, are the ufual wages 
of a whole year ; and it frequently happens that a bill for 
tohacco or brandy is brought againft them to the full amount. 

In fuch a fituation, and under fuch circumftances, it may 
eafily be fuppofed that the Hottentot has little inducement to 
engage in marriage. Thofe who do fo have feldom more than 
two or three children; and many of the women are barren. 
This, however, is not the cafe when a Hottentot woman is 
connecl:ed with a white m:m. The fruit of fuch an alliance is 
not only in general numerous, but are beings of a Ycry different 
nature from the Hottentot, men of fix feet high and ftout in 
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proportion, and women wel~~~ot ill-featured, f mart, and 
acl:ive. Thefe people, calle(~generally marry with each 
other, or with perfons of color, but feldom with Hottentots, fo 
that it is probable this mixed breed in a £hort time will fup
plant that from which they are defcended in the female line. 
The Hottentot girls in the fervice of the colonifts are in fitua
tions too dependant to dare to rejell: the proffered embraces of 
the young peafantry. 

It has frequently been obferved that a favage who dances 
and fings muft be happy. With him thefe operations are the 
effell:-s of pleafurable fenfations floating in his mind : in a civil
ized ftate, they are arts acquired by ftudy, and prallifed at 
appointed times, without having any reference to the paffions. 
If dancing and finging were the tefis by which the happinefs 

f a Hottentot was to be tried, he would be found among the 
oft miferable of all human beings ; I mean thofe Hottentots 

, living with the farmers of GraafT Reynet in a fiate of bondage. 
:·.C -~ It is rare to obferve the mufcles of his face relaxed into a fmile. 

A dep~(f~cLmelan.choly and deep gloom confiantly overf pre ads 
his countenance. A Ghonaqua man and a young Hottentot 
girl from Sneuwberg, both of them in the fervice of one of 
the farmers who croffed the defert with us, were the only two 
I had hitherto met with who feemed to have any tafie for 
mulic. They had different infiruments; one was a kind of 
guittar with three firings firetched over a piece of hollow wood 
with a long handle ; it was called in their language gabowie. 
The other infirument was extremely fimple : It confified of a 
piece of finew or intefiine twified into a fmall cord, and fafiened 
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to a hollow ftick about three feet in length, at one end to a 
f mall peg, which, by turning, brings the firing to the proper 
degree of tenfion, and at the other to a piece of quill fixed into 
the ftick. The tones of this inftrument are produced by apply
ing the mouth to the quill, and are varied according as the 
vibratory motion is given to the quill and {l:ring by infpiration 
or expiration. It founds like the faint murmurs of diftant 
mufic that " comes o'er the ear" without any diftinct note 
being made out by that organ. This inftrument was called the 
gowra. 

Of the very few Hottentots in the diftrict of Graaff Reynet, 
who, befides our interpreter, had preferved a fort of independ
ance, and fupported themfelves, partly by the chace, and partly 
from the labors of their children who were in fervitude, was a 
fmall party of four or five old men who paid us a vifit near the 
woods of Bruyn{iu Hoogte. Thefe men carried the ancient wea
pons of their nation, bows, and quivers charged with poifoned 
arrows. The bow was a plain piece of wood from the guerrit 
hofcb, apparently a fpecies of rhus ; and fometimes the Haifagai 
wood is ufed for the fame purpofe. The firing, three feet long, 
was compofed of the fibres of the dorfal mufcles of the fpring
bok twifted into a cord. The ftem of an aloe furnifhed the 
quiver. The arrow confiA:ed of a reed, in one extremity of 
which was inferred a piece of highly-polifhed folid bone from 
the leg of an oftrich, round, and about five inches in length ; 
the intent of it feemed to be that of giving weight, fl:rength, 
and eafy entrance to this part of the arrow. To the end of the 
bone was affixed a f mall £harp piece of iron of the form of an 
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equilateral triangle; and the fame firing of finewa that bound 
this tight to the bone, ferved alfo to contain the poifon between 
the threads and over the furface, which was applied in the con
fiftence of wax or varnifh. The firing tied in alfo at the fame 
time a piece of tharp quill pointed towards the oppofite end of 
the arrow, which was not only meant to increafe the difficulty 
of drawing it out, but alfo to rankle and tear the Heth, and to 
bring the poifon more in contact with the blood. The whole 
length of the arrow was barely two feet. There are feveral 
plants in South Africa from which the Hottentots extrall: their 
poifons by macerating the leaves or branches, and inf piffating 
the juices, either by boiling or by expofure to the heat of the 
fun ; but the poifon taken from the heads of fnakes, mixed 
with the juices of certain bulbous-rooted plants, is what they 
mofily depend upon. This party of old men had killed a 
hartebeeft with a poifoned arrow by wounding it in the thigh. 
The animal had run about half an hour after receiving the 
wound before it fell. They immediately cut away the fleth 
round the wound, when it has been made with a poifoned 
arrow, and fqueeze out the blood from the carcafe, in which 
ftate they know from experience that the fleth taken into the 
fiomach will do them no injury. 

) The ancient manners and primitive character of this extra• 
I ordinary race of men are, no doubt, much changed fince their 
connell.ion with the colonifi:s ; and the. nearer they arc found 
.to the capital and the parts moft inhabited by Europeans, the 
lefs they retain of them. If at any time they compofed 
focieties governed by laws, f wayed by cufioms, and obfervant 
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of religious ceremonies, many of which, as related among the 
fables of ancient voyagers, and revived by fome modem tra
vellers, were fo abfurd and extremely ridiculous as to create 
{lrong doubts of their exiftence, they have now fo completely 
loft them that no one trace remains behind. The name even 
that has been given to this people is a fabrication. Ho/lento/ is 
a word that has no place nor meaning in their language ; and 
they take to themfelves the name under the idea of its being a 
Dutch word. When they were fpread over the fouthern angle 
of Africa, each horde had its particular name ; but that by 
which the whole nation was diftinguHhed, and which at this 
moment they bear among themfelves in every part of the coun
try, is il.!Jaiquer. From living together in particular clans, and, 
in later times, from mixing with different people, the Hotten
tots of one diftrill: differ very confiderably from thofe of an
other. The part of the country we now were in, being the 
laft that was colonized, was inhabited moft probably by fuch 
as had retained more of their original characl:er than the others ; 
and it is thofe to whom the following remarks are meant to apply. 

Low as they are funk in the fcale of humanity, their charac
ter feems tohave been very much traduced and mifreprefe~ted. 
It is true there is nothing prepoffeffing in the appearance of a........_, 
Hottentot, but infinitely lefs fo in the many ridiculous and falfu / 
relations by which the public have been abufed. They are a 
mild, qu!et, and timid people ; . perfell:l:r-}Jarl_!llefs,_~~~~ft, faith
ful ; and; -though extremely phlegmatic, they are kind and 
affel\:ionate to each other, and not incapable of ftrong attach
ments. A Hottentot would 1hare his laft morfel with his com-

panions. 
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panions. They have little of that kind of art or cunning that 
(_ .. favages generally poffefs. If accufed of crimes of which they 

J have been guilty, they generally divulge the truth. They fel
dom quarrel among themfelves or make ufe of provoking lan
guage. Though naturally of a fearful and cow~- dif poti
tion, they will run into the face ~daiigeruTed on by their 
fuperiors ; and they fuffer pain with great patience. They 
are by no means deficient in talent, but they poffefs little exer
tion to call it into action : the '\Vant of this was the principal 
caufe of their ruin. The indol~n~~ of a Hottentot is a real dif
eafe, whofe ~-1:1Jy remedy feems--r6··be that-ori:-error:- Hunger 
is infufii'ci;nt to effell: the cure. Rather than to have the 
trouble of procuring food by the chace, or of digging the 
ground for roots, they will willingly faft the whole day pro
vided they may be allowed to fleep. Inftances frequently 
occurred in the courfe of our journies, when our Hottentots 
have paffed the day without a morfel of food, in preference of 
having the trouble to walk half a mile for a fheep. Yet, 
though they are fo exceedingly patient of hunger, they are at 
the fame time the greateft gluttons upon the face of the earth. 
Ten of our Hottentots ate a middling-fized ox, all but the two 
hind legs, in three days; but they had very little fleep during 
the time, and had fafted the two preceding days. With them 
the word is to eat or to fleep. When they cannot indulge in 
the gratification of the one, they generally find immediate 
relief in flying to the other. 

Their manner of eating marks the voracity of their appetite. 
Having cut from the animal a large fteak, they enter one edge 
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with the knife, and paffing it round in a f piral manner till they 
come to the middle, they produce a firing of meat two or three 
yards in lt:ngth. The whole animal is prefently cut into fuch 
firings ; and while fome are employed in this bufinefs, and in 
fufpending them on the branches of the llirubbery, others are 
broiling the firings coiled round and laid upon the allies. 
When the meat is juft warmed through they grafp it in both 
hands, and applying one end of the firing to the mouth, foon 
get through a yard of flelli. The allies of the green wood that 
adhere to the meat ferve as a fubfiitute for falt. As foon as a 
firing of meat has paffed through their hands, they are cleaned 
by rubbing over different parts of their body. Greafe thus 
applied from time to time, and accumulating perhaps for a 
whole year, fometimes melting by the fide of a large fire and 
catching up duft and ~irt, covers at length the furface of the 
body with a thick black coating that entirely conceals the real 
natural color of the fkin. This is difcoverable only on the face 
and hands, which they keep fomewhat cleaner than the other 
parts of the body by rubbing them with the dung of cattle. 
This takes up the greafe, upon which water would have no 
effell:. 

The drefs of a Hottentot is very fimple. It confifts of a belt 
made of a thong cut from the £kin of fome animal. From this 
belt is fuf pcnded before a kind of cafe made out of the tkin of 
the jackal. The lliape is that of half a nine-pin cut longitudi
nally, and the convex and hairy fide is outermoft. The inten
tion of this cafe is to receive thofe parts of the body for which 
moft nations have adopted fome fort of covering; but few, 
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who are not entirely naked, have hit upon a lefs efFellual one 
for fuch a purpofe than that of the Hottentot. If the real in
tent of it was the promotion of decency, it lhould feem that he 
has widely miffed his aim, as it is certainly one of the moft im
modeft objects, in fuch a fituation as he places it, that could 
have been contrived. From the back part of the belt or girdle 
hangs a piece of ftiff dried lkin, reaching fcarcely to the middle 
of the thigh, cut into the ihape of an acute ifofceles triangle 
with the point uppermoft. Some wear a couple of fuch pieces. 
This contrivance is no better covering than the other ; for 
when he walks quickly or mufters up a running pace, it .Bies 
from one fide to the other, and flaps backwards and forwards 
in fuch a manner as to conceal no particular part. This in
deed does not feem to have been the purpofe exall:ly for which 
it baa been contrived. Nature having given to moft animals a 
tail to fan themfelves in hot weather and to lath away trouble
fome infects, and having left the Hottentot without one, he has 
adopted an artificial one to anf wer the fame end. Thefe con
ftitute the whole of their fummer drefs. A great beau will 
probably faften a bracelet of beads or a ring of copper round 
his wrift : but fuch are more properly ornaments belonging to 
the other fex. 

The Hottentot women, fond of finery like thofe of moft na
tions, by their immoderate rage for drefs accelerated the ruin 
of their hufbands, which they themfelves had brought on by as 
ftrong a rage for ardent f pirita and tobacco. Thefe two 
articles and glafs beads were exchanged for their cattle-things 
ufelefs, worthlefs, and even pernicious, for what was their only 
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fupport, the foul of their exiftence. The thongs of dried lkins 
that had encircled their legs from the ankle to the knee, as a 
protetlion againft the bite of poifonous animals, were now de
fpifed and thrown away, and beads were fubftituted in their 
place. Thus what had been adopted as a matter of neceffity 
and prudence paffed into an affair of fafhion. Their necks. 
arms, and legs were loaded with glafs beads : but the largeR: 
and moft f plendid of thefe ornaments were beftowed upon the 
little apron, about feven or eight inches wide, that hangs from 
the waift and reaches barely to the middle of the thigh. Great 
pains feem to be taken by the women to attract notice towards 
this part of their perfons. Large metal buttons, ihells of the 
cyprza genus with the apertures outwards, or any thing that 
makes a great ihew, are fat\ened to the borders of this apron. 
Thofe who either cannot afford to wear glafs beads, or have no 
tafte for the fa(hion, wear an apron of a different fort, which 
has a very odd appearance : it is the lkin of an animal cut into 
threads that hang in a bunch between the thighs, reaching 
about half-way to the knee ; the exterior and anterior parts of 
the thigh are entirely bare. The threads of fuch an apron are 
frequently too thin and few to anf wer the purpofe of conceal
ment. Inftead of the tail worn by the men, the women have a 
iheep's fk.in that entirely covers the pofterior part of the body 
from the waift to the calf of the leg, and juft wide enough to 
firike the exterior part of the thigh. The rattling of this hard 
and dry lkin announces the approach of a Hottentot lady long 
before ihe makes her appearance. The reft of the body is 
naked. Some, however, wear lkin-caps on their heads made 
up into different ihapes, and ornamented as caprice may direct. 
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In the winter months both fexes cover themfelves with cloaks 
made of fkins. 

The cuftom of greafing the body and wrapping it in fkins 
has been the conftant theme of abufe againft this race of people 
by thofe who have written on the fubjecl:. There are always 
two ways of reprefenting things, and unfortunately for the poor 
Hottentot his characl:er has been painted in the worft light. 
To cover the body with fome unll:uous matter in a hot climate 
where water was extremely fcarce, was a very natu~al refource 
to prevent the fkin from being lhrivelled and parched by the 
fcorching rays of the fun, and has been adopted by moft nations 
fituated in or near the torrid zone. The oil that ran fo pro
fufely down" Aaron's beard even to the fkirts of his garment," 
was in all probability animal fat; for during the forty years 
that he and Mofes occupied the Children of lfrael in the defert 
with a promifed land, it is not very likely they had a fupply of 
vegetable oil ; and though fome late celebrated hiftorical paint
ers have clothed thefe leaders of the Children of Ifrael in high
colored garments trimmed with fringe and lace, it may be 
doubted if they had any other clothing than fuch as the fkins 
of their ilieep, and calves, and goats, fupplied them with. If 
the practice of f mearing the body with fat were adopted in 
South America, there would not probably be fuch numbers of 
objects in the ftreets of Rio de Janeiro laboring under that moR: 
difgufting and dreadful diforder the elephantiafis. The Hot
tentots know nothing of fuch a complaint; nor did I perceive 
that any kind of cutaneous difeafe was prevalent among them .. 
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The perfon of a Hottentot while young is by no means void 
of fymmetry. They are clean-limbed, well-proportioned, and 
creel:. Their joints, hands, and feet are remarkably f mall. No 
protuberance of mufcle to indicate ftrength ; but a body deli
cately formed as that of a woman marks the inal\:ive and effe
minate mind of a Hottentot. The face is in general extremely 
ugly; but this differs very materially in different families, par
ticularly in the nofe, fome of which are remarkably flat and 
others confiderably raifed. The color of the eye is a deep 
chefnut : they are very long and narrow, removed to a great 
difiance from each other ; and the eyelids at the extremity next 
the nof e, inftead of forming an angle, as in Europeans, are 
rounded into each other exacl:ly like tbofe of the Chinefe, to 
whom indeed in many other points they bear a phyfical refem
blance that is fuffi.ciently ftriking. The cheek-bones are high 
and prominent, and with the narrow-pointed chin form nearly 
a triangle. Their teeth are beautifully white. The color of 
the {kin is that of a yellowHh brown or a faded leaf, but very 
different from the fickly hue of a perfon in the jaundice, which 
it has been defcribed to refemble. The hair is of a very fingu
lar nature : it does not cover the whole furface of the fcalp, but 
grows in fmall tufcs at certain diftances from each other, and, 
when kept tbort, has the appearance and feel of a hard ihoe
bruih, with this difference, that it is curled and twifted into fmaU 
round lumps about the fize of a marrowfat-pea. When fufFered 
so grow, it hangs in the neck in bard twifted taff els like fringe. 

Some of the women when young, and previous to child
bearing, might ferve as models of perfel\:ion in the human 

2. figure. 
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figure. Every joint and limb is rounded and well turned, and 
their whole body is without an angle or difproportionate pro
tuberance. Their breafts are round, firm, and diftant ; but the 
nipple m unufually large and furrounded by an areola that is 
much elevated above the general furface of the breaft. Their 
hands and feet are remarkably fmall and delicately turned; and 
in their gait they are not altogether devoid of grace. Their 
charms, however, are very fleeting. At an early period of Jife, 
and immediately after the firft child, their breafts begin to grow 
loofe and flaccid, and, as old age approaches, become diftended 
to an enormous fize ; the belly protrudes ; and the pofteriors, 
fwelling out to incredible dimenfions, give to the fpine a degreo 
of curvature inwards that makes it appear as if the os coccygi1, 
or bone at the lower extremity of the f pine, was elongated and 
bent outwards, which is not . the cafe. The mafs that covers 

the pofteriors has been found to be pure fat. Some other ftrik
ing peculiarities in the conformation of Hottentot women will 
be noticed when f peaking of the Bosjefmans, who feem to be 
the true aborigine& of the country, unmixed with any other 
tribes of people. 

It does not appear that the Hottentots arc fulijell: to any·par
ticular difeafes. Life, if not taken away by accident or vio
lence, is generally terminated by a gradual decay and exhaufted 
nature, which generally happens at an earlier period of exift
cnce here than in moft countries of an equal temperature of 
climate. It is rare to fee a Hottentot with fixty years upon 
his head; but it is alfo equally rare to fee a cripple or de
formed perfon among them. There arc none who profeffedly 
praaife the healing art; every one ia hi& own phyfician. The 
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colonifts, in this refpect, are no better ferved than the Hotten
tots. In the whole diftrict of Graaff Reynet there is but one 
apothecary, and his refidence is at the Drofdy. 

Medicine and aftronomy are two fciences that may be fup
pofed to have dated their origin from the firft dawn of civiliza
tion ; by one, men were taught to reftore the vital funtHons 
that had loft their tone, and to repair the injured frame; by the 
other, they informed themfelves of the different periods of 
feed-time and harveft. Little as the Hottcntots are acquainted· 
with the one, they are ftill lefs fo with the other. They have 
a name for the fun, another for the moon, and a third for the 
ftars : but this is the extent of their aftronomical knowledge. 
The divifion of time, by the motion of the heavenly bodies~ 
was too fubtle an operation, and required too much obfervation 
and profound thinking, for the carelefs and inattentive mind of 
a Hottentot. The period of a day may almoft be faid to be the 
extent of his reckoning. When he has occafion to refer to the 
time of the day, like all other nations who are without machines 
for marking the divifions of time, he will point out the place 
in the heavens where the fun then was. The periods that have 
paft he can exprefs only by faying they were before or after 
fome memorable event. The feafon of the year is indicated by 
being fo many moons before or after uyntju tyd, or the time 
that the roots of the ;,;, edulis are in feafon ; a time panicu
larly noticed by him, as thefe bulbs once conftituted a confider
able pan of his vegetable food. I know Dot how far the nu
merals in bis language proceed, but none of thofe of our pany 
could tell beyondfi11e, nor could any of them put two numbers 
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together but by the affiftance of their fingers. Yet they are 
:very far from being a tl:upid people. They learn the Dutch 
language with great facility. They are excellent _markf men 
with the gun : and they are uncommonly clever in finding out 
a paffage over a defert uninhabited country. By the quicknefs 
of their eye they will difcover deer and other forts of game 
when very far dillant ; and they are equally expert in watching 
a bee to its neft. They no Cooner hear the humming of the 
infect than they fquat themfelves on the ground, and, having 
caught it with the eye, follow it to an incredible diftance. The 
organ of fight, no doubt, is firengthened and improved by 
exercife. Seamen on board fhips will difcover objects at fea the 
moment they appear above the horizon, and long before they 
become vifible to a paffenger's eye. 

Except in the preparation of poifons, making bows and 
arrows, mufical inftruments, coarfe earthen ware, and fewing 
together the fkins of fheep for their winter garments with 
finews or the inteftines of animals, the Hottentots may be faid 
to be entirely ignorant of arts and manufactures. The great 
point in which their invention appears to have been exercifed 
is in the conftruction of their language. Of all the methods 
that have been adopted in language by different nations for the 
purpofe of expreffing objects, and conveying ideas in a clear 
and unequivocal manner, that which has been hit upon by the 
Hottentots is certainly the moft extraordinary. Almoft all 
their monofyllables, and the leading fyllable of compound 
words, are thrown out of the mouth with a fudden retraction 
of the tongue from the teeth or the palate againft one of which 
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it had been preffed, according to the fignification of the word 
about to be uttered ; for the fame found, with the dental, will 
have a very different meaning with the palatial retrall:ion of 
the tongue. The noife m~de by the dental is exall:ly that 
which is fometimes ufed to exprefs impatience, and the palatial 
is much more full and fonorous, and not unlike the clacklng of 
a hen that has young chickens. This found is never made to 
precede or to follow a fyllable, but is thrown out at the fame 
time, and incorporated with it. All languages in their infancy 
confiA:ed probably of fimple or monof yllabic founds ; but as 
thefe could convey only a very limited number of ideas, 
recourfe was had to inAexion of voice and compofition of the 
fimple founds to make the vocabulary more copious. The divi
fion of fuch fimple founds into their elements, and by the 
various combinations of thefe elements to form an almoA: unli
mited number of new founds, was one of the moft wonderful 
inventions in the hiA:ory of man, and much beyond the genius 
of a Hottentot. He has done, however, all that he found to 
be neceffary by a very few compound words, and by the clack
ing with the tongue. In the firft formation of his language, 
nature feems to have been his guide. The croaking of a frog is 
readily recognized in kraak or kraaie; the lowing of an ox in 
'mnoo; the mewling of a cat in mea11; the neighing of a horfc 
in hahtr ; the breaking of the fea upon the fhore in hurroo; 
all of which are corref pondent words in the language of this 
people. Many inftances, befides thefe, fufficiently prove that 
the vocables were adopted in imitation of the founds proceed
ing from the different objects they were meant to exprefs. In 
the origin they might probably be much clofer imitations. The 
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enunciation of founds is liable to undergo many alterations in 
paffing from one generation to another, even among nations 
that have the means of catching the nice inflexions of voice, 
and of handing them down, in a vifible form, to pofterity. 

The genius of a language is generally difcoverable in the 
application of new words to new ideas. The Hottentots who 
had never feen nor heard the report of a gun before their unfor
tunate connection with Europeans, had a new word to invent 
in order to exprefs it. They called it kaboo, and pronounced 
the word in fo emphatic a manner that it was fcarcely poffible 
to miftake their meaning. The ka is thruwu out with a fl:rong 
palatial ftroke of the tongue, in imitation of the found given by 
the ftroke of the flint againft the cover of the pan ; and with 
outftretched lips, a full mouth, and prolonged found, the boo 
fends forth the report. This language at firft appears to be of 
fuch a nature as to make it impoffible for an European ever to 
acquire; the difficulty, however, which is chiefly occafioned by 
the action of the tongue, is foon got over. Moft of the Dutch 
peafantry in the diftant diftricl:s fpeak it; and many of them 
are fo very much accuftomed to the ufe of it, that they intro
duce into their own language a motion of the organ of fpeech 
fufficiently diftincl: to fhew from whence they procured it. 

Notwithfianding the inhuman treatment that the Hottentots 
experience from the Dutch farmers, the latter could very ill 
want the affiftance of the former; and, were they fenfible of 
their own intereft, and the intereft of their pofterity, inftead of 
oppreffing, they would offer them every encouragement. To 
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guard their numerous herds ; to drive them from place to place 
in fearch of food and water, fometimes on plains which pro
duce not a lhrub to fcreen them from the fcorching rays of an 
almoft vertical fun at one part of the year, or to afford them a 
fuelter from the cold winds, froft, and fnow that happen in the 
other, would ill agree with the temper or with the confiitution 
of the colonifis ; yet lhould the prefent fyftem of oppreffion 
continue, the time is not far difiant when their own children 
muft take upon them the charge now committed to Hottentots. 
Slaves are too cxpenfive. In the whole difiric\: of Graaff Rey
net there are not more than fix or feven l}_undred blacks, which 
is about one to each family; and the faid difirill: contains about 
10,000 Hottentots great and fmall. The total number of this 
people in the whole colony may be about fifteen thoufand. 
Broken up and dif perfed as the tribes of this nation now are, 
few of their ancient ufages are retained among them. If they 
ever had a religion of any fort, all traces of it are now loft : 
they marry without any kind of ceremony, and inter their dead 
in the fame manner. One cuftom, however, ftill remained, 
which feemed to be pretty generally obferved: this was that 
of lhaving the heads of young girls as foon as the firft fymp
toms of maturity began to appear ; at the fame time all the 
ornaments worn on the neck, legs, and arms are removed, the 
body for once in their lifetime clean wa!hed and fcoured ; and, 
during the continuance of the periodical fymptoms, they are 
reftrill:ed to a milk diet, and are not fuffercd to mix in the 
company of men. 

Y2 On 
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On the morning of the 29th of Auguft we left the Zwart
kop's river, and, proceeding to the eaftward about twenty 
miles, croifed a ford of the Sunday river, and encamped upon 
its bank. At this place it was broad and deep, and without any 
perceptible current. The whole channel of the river was buried 
in thick woods that extended forty or fifty yards from the mar
gin of the water upon each bank. The trees confifted chiefly 
of the Karroo mimofa, a fpecies of rh111, and a narrow-leafed 
willow. The water was confiderably impregnated with falt. 
At the feet of the hills, indeed, near which it flowed, were 
numbers of heaps of a white faline fubftance light and frothy ; 
and from the under furfaces of the projecling ftrata of rotten 
fand-ftone were fuf pended a great quantity of faline ftalactites, 
whofe bafes were tinged green, perhaps from their being 
impregnated with a folution of copperas or green vitriol. 

On the banks of this river we were difturbed in the night, 
for the firft time, by a troop of e1ephants that had intended to 
quench their thirA: near the place where we were encamped; 
but, finding the ground already occupied, they turned quietly 
away without molefting us. The following morning we pur
fued them by the track of their feet into an extenfive thick 
foreft of brulhwood, among which feveral made their appear
ance at a diftance ; but we were not lucky enough to kill any 
of them. 

The following day we travelled near thirty miles over a wild 
uninhabited part of the country, covered chiefly with ilirubby 
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plants of the fame nature as thofe that grew fo abundantly be
tween Graaff Reynet and Zwart-kop's river, but in general 
taller, and of more luxuriant growth. It was in fact: an arm 
of the fame forefl, through which a road had been cut juft wide 
enough to admit the waggons. Beyond the foreft the face of 
the country was beautifully marked with knolls and dells, finely 
chequered with clumps of evergreen trees and patches of lhrub
bery. Among the f wells were level meadows covered with 
grafs of a coarfe reedy nature, and full of copious f prings of 
good water. In the evening we encamped on the Bosjefman's 

river, and the next day proceeded eafterly to the Hajfagai-6,fcb 

river, whofe fource is in a fmall hanging foreft on the declivity 
of the Rietberg. This long range of hills began here to be 
broken into a number of inferior elevations that continued to 
the eaftern extremity of the colony, where they mingled into 
the high banks of the Great Filh-river. 

On the Haffagai-bofch river ftood the fecond habitation that 
had occurred in the laft three days' journey, and we were here 
informed that there was no other to the eaftward. The coun
try that lies between the Sunday river and the eaftern limit of 
the colony, and between the Rietberg and the fea-coaft, is called 
the Zuure Veldt, or four grafs plains. In appearance it is the 
moft beautiful divifion in the whole diftrilt ; it is well wooded 
and watered, has a great depth of good foil, and is well clothed 
with grafs. Till the fcandalous rupture between the peafantry 
and the Kaffers, occafioned entirely by the injuftice and tyranny 
of the former, Zuure Veldt was one of the heft-peopled divifions 
in the ditlrilt, but has been fince that time nearly abandoned. 

It 
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It now became neceffary to make fome arrangement for our 
projected journey into the country of the Kaffers. Several 
teams of oxen for the waggons and relays had indeed already 
met us according to appointment with the farmers, who had 
alfo affembled to the number of thirty or forty perfons, all 
expecting to accompany us on the intended expedition. When 
it had been made known to the two members of the council 
that it would in all probability be neceffary for us to proceed 
into the country of the Kaffers, as far as the refidence of the 
king, they immediately propofed, as a neceffary precaution for 
fecurity, to take along with us a party of twenty armed men. 
It was in vain to convince them that twenty armed men in the 
heart of a country that could bring as many thoufands into the 
field, were no better defence than four ; that by multiplying 
our numbers we fuould multiply the danger of giving offence; 
that the Kaffers were not to be confidered in the fame light as 
the Bosjefmans beyond the Sneuwberg, in expeditions againft 
whom they had been accufiomed to join ; but, on the contrary, 
as a mild, rational, and in fome degree civilized people, who 
had always afforded protection to fuch travellers in their coun
try as had made proper applications to their fovereign for it. 
The fiory of fome Dutch farmer being murdered in Kaffer
land, where he had gone for the fake of exchanging trinkets 
for cattle, had got hold of their minds, and it was no eafy mat
ter to make them conceive the difference between going offi
cially, in the fervice of government, to the Kaffer king, and 
that of clandefiinely entering a country with the view of carry
ing on an illicit traffic with the fubjelts of that country. From 
the time they had known our intentions they had daily teazed 
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the landroft with their propofal of twenty men, till at length it 
was found neceffary to filence the application by faying, that if 
they had any apprehenfions as to their perfonal fafety they 
were at full liberty to return to Graaff Reynet. Though no
thing more was faid on the fubjelt, there was reafon to fuppofe 
that the people had affembled for the purpofe of accompanying 
us. To a Dutch peafant a jaunt from home, on a hunting 
party, or to fee new parts of the country, is fupreme felicity: 
but an opportunity of getting into the Kaffer country, fo rich 
in cattle, was not to be refifted. Some of the farmers it was 
abfolutely neceffary to take along with us, as none of our own 
party were acquainted with a fingle ftep of the country. Thofe 
that feemed to be the moft proper for this purpofe were, an old 
man from Upper Zuure Veldt, and Renfburg, one of the compa
nions of Jacob Van Reenen on the journey along the eaftern 
coaft in fearch of the unfortunate paffengers and crew of the 
Grof venor that was wrecked on the lhore of the Hamboonar. 
This at leaft was the oll:enfible motive for that journey. 

Renfburg was on many accounts a defirable companion on 
the prefent occafion. He was well acquainted with the coun• 
try : he was an excellent markf man ; and he had with him an 
old Hottentot that was ftill better: from this man he generally 
reckoned upon a beaft for every ball. Two or three others 
joined us in the evening at the place of encampment, under 
pretence of looking after their oxen with which they had fur
nilhed us ; and the firA: night that we paffed in Kaffer-land, the 
number of peafants, that had contrived to fmuggle themfelves 
into that country, amounted to ten. 

We 
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We had not travelled many miles beyond the Ha£Tagai-bofch 
river till the difcovery of the whole furface of the country in 
flames indicated our approach to fome of the ftations of the 
Kaffers. We pitched our tents in fall: at night on the banks of 
the Karecka, amidll feveral hundreds of thefe people, who, on 
our approach, came fwarming out of the thick fhrubbery that 
fltirted the river. A party of women were the firft who ad
vanced to falute us, laughing and dancing round the waggons, 
and putting on all the coaxing manners they could invent, in 
order to procure from us tobacco and brafs buttons. Good 
temper, animation, and a cheerful turn of mind, beamed in all 
their countenances. We found them to be modeft without 
referve ; extremely curious without being troublefome ; lively 
but not impudent ; and fportive without the leaft fhadow of 
being lafcivious. Their perfonal charms were not of a very 
captivating nature, though, getting over the prejudice of color, 
which was that of a dark glo£Ty brown verging on black, feve
ral of them might have been accounted handfome. The rapid 
movement of their dark fparkling eyes gave animation to their 
countenances: their teeth were beautifully white and regular; 
they had neither the thick lips nor Bat nofes of Africans in 
general ; and the whole contour of the face and head was 
equally well formed as thofe of Europeans ; but the moft ftrik
ing feature in their charall:er was a degree of fprightlinefs, 
all:ivity, and vivacity, that diftinguiilied them from the women 
of moft nations but little civilized, who are generally referved 
to ftrangers. Bordering upon the country of the Hottentots, 
their manners, their perfons, and their whole charall:er, 
feemed to be as widely removed from this phlegmatic race as 
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the equator from the pole. The Hottentot young women had 
much the advantage, however, of the Kaffers in point of figure. 
The latter were moftly of low ftature, very ftrong-limbcd, and 
particularly mufcular in the leg ; but the good humor that con
ftantly beamed upon their countenances made ample amends for 
any defell: in their perfons. 

The men, on the contrary, were the fineft figures I ever 
beheld : they were tall, robuft, and mufcular; their habits of 
life had induced a firmnefs of carriage, and an open, manly man
ner, which, added to the good nature that overfpread their fea
tures, fhewed them at once to be equally unconfcious of fear, 
fufpicion, and treachery. A young man about twenty, of fix 
feet ten inches high, was one of the fineft figures that perhaps 
was ever created. He was a perfell: Hercules ; and a caft from 
his body would not have difgraced the pedeftal of that deity in 
the Farnefe palace. Many of them had indeed very much the 
appearance of bronze figures. Their fkins, which were nearly 
black, and their fhort curling hair, were rubbed over with a 
folution of red ochre, and the tint it produced on the dark 
ground was very far from having any difagreeable effect. Some 
few were covered with fkin-cloaks, but the greater part were 
entirely naked. The women wore long cloaks that extended 
below the calf of the leg ; and their heads were covered with 
leather-caps ornamented with beads, with ihells, and with 
pieces of polifhed copper and iron, that were dif po fed i~ a 
variety of forms ; but the falhion of the cap was nearly the 
fame in all. 
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W c diftributed a quantity of tobacco among the women, 
who carried it to their fathers and hufbands. Thefe had not 
proved fuch fuccefsful pleaders as the females. In the evening 
they fent us in return fome bafkets of milk. Thefe bafkets 
were made from a fpecies of cyperus, a firong reedy grafs that 
grew in the f prings of Zuure Veld. The workmanihip was 
exceedingly clever and neat, and the texture fo clofe that they 
were capable of containing the thinnefi fluid. The women 
informed us that the making of thefe bafkets was one part of 
their employment; and they feemed to feel a pleafure in our 
admiration of them. They were all nearly made after one 
model, which in ihape was that of a common beehive. As 
they are never walhed nor cleaned, the milk thrown into them 
almoft immediately coagulates, in which fiate it is always ufed 
by this people, and never f weet from the animal. Having no 
bread, nor vegetables, nor roots, but fuch as grew f pontaneoufly 
in the country, and as they fel<lom kill any of their cattle for 
the fake of the flelh, the neceffity of taking fomething folid into 
the fiomach led them, perhaps, to adopt this manner of drink
ing their milk ; and the heft proof of its nutritious quality, in 
fuch a ftate, was the general healthy appearance and vigor of 
their perfons. 

Towards the fetting of the fun the whole plain was covered 
with cattle, which in vaft herds were brought in from every 
quarter at the fignal of command, which was a particular kind 
of whifiling noife made with the mouth ; at another whifile 
the cows feparated from the herd, and came forward to have 
their milk drawn from them. This, and the management of 
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the dairy, form a part of the employment of the men. In the 
morning a third- fignal fent them out to graze. The KafFers 
and their cattle feemed perfell:ly to underftand each other. 

Though at this place there could not be fewer than three 
hundred men and women, exclufive of a numerous troop of 
young boys and girls who were obliged to keep at a diftance; 
yet not a hut of any kind was to be feen. Thefe were all con
cealed in the midft of the !hrubbery : they confifted only of 
a few living twigs, whofe tops were bent and interwoven into 
each other, forming a frame, of the !hape of a parabola, about 
five feet high and eight in diameter. Thefe frames were mdely 
covered over with branches of trees and long grafs, and were 
evidently intended only as temporary abodes. 

A chief of the name of 'l'ooky paid us a vifit, drank a few 
glaffes of wine which he feemed very much to reli!h, and 
received a fmall prefent of beads and tobacco; ·but the object 
that feemed moft to engage his attention was the wi!h to pro
cure for himfelf a pair of breeches. Among our party were a 
few tolerably flout and tall men, yet none of their breeches 
would fufFer Tooley's thighs to enter into them. He was a 
ftrong mufcular man, of fix feet in height, and well made. He 
was good-humored and cheerful, but did not appear to be pof
feffed of much intellell:. He declined entering into any con
verfation that led to the purport of our journey, and faid that 
his brother Ma/loo, who was one of the firft of the KafFer 
chiefs, would talk to us on that fubjea. An exprefs was 
therefore fent for Malloo, who was at a little diftance on the 
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upper part of the river. It was not long before he made his 
appearance, followed by a third chief of the nathe of Etonie. 

In a converfation with thefe chiefs, they were afked whether 
they were not acquainted with the treaty that had been made 
a long time ago between the Chriftians and Kaffers, and 
renewed at the conclufion of the late hoftilities, which treaty 
had fixed the Great Fifh river as the line of demarcation 

between the two nations? Malloo, who fpoke for the reft, 
replied, that they knew it very well. If fo, it was demanded 
why had they infringed that treaty by paffing the faid river and 
taking poffeffion of the country belonging to the colonifts, to 
the great injury of the latter, who had been obliged to quit 
their habitations? Malloo replied in a manner that fhewed he 
was prepared to anfwer-that there were no habitations in that 
part of the country where they had fixed themfelves ; and as 
to their motive for paffing the boundary, he could only fay, for 
his own part, that he had come over for one of the reafons that 
had carried the colonifts .fi,jl after the treaty into the Kaffer 
country, which was that of hunting for game. 

What this chief ftated in his reply was perfel\:ly correct. 
The Dutch peafantry have not only gone into the Kaffer coun
try fince the year J 793, to hunt for the larger fort of game, 
particularly the hippopotamus, that abounds in all the great 
rivers of that country, but all thofo who dwell near the extre
mity of the colony, upon the Great Fifh river, have always 
ufed, ancl ftill continue to confider, the Kaffer fide of the river 
as their own, have fown, and planted, and driven over their 
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cattle to. graze. Some of the inhabitants of Bruyntju Hoogte 
had even gone amongft the Ghonaqua1, a tribe of people pro
duced between KafTers and Hottentots, but living under the 
former; had taken pof.Teffion of the choiceft part of their coun
try, well watered by two plentiful ftreams, the Kat and the 
Kaapna ; had laid out the extent of ground that each meant to 
occupy; planted vines and other fruits; and, certain that the 
avaricious and unjuft views of the government. would keep 
equal pace with their own, joined by twenty or thirty names 
that they contrived to mufter from different parts of the 
colony, they had the audacity to petition Sir James Craig to 
grant them, as an indemnification for their }of.Tes by the Bosjef
mans and the Kaffers, a fmall piece of ground on the Kaapna; 
and that it would ftill further oblige them if he could extend 
it to the Kat river. This fmall piece of ground is only about 
five-and-forty miles beyond the prefent boundary. The daring 
and impudent falfehoods on which the letter was grounded 
were eafily feen through by Sir James Craig, and their petition 
was very properly rejected. The eyes of the colonifts have 
long been directed towards the two rivers, the Kat and the 
Kaapna. A native voyager in this country, whofe mind 
feemed only to be occupied in hunting elephants, lhooting fea
cows, and collecting gold duft, could not pafs without noticing 
this part of Kaffer-land. In a Journal, which has been pub
lifhed by Captain Rio, it is mentioned : " We came to a vaft 
" plain extending as far as a river called Kaapna, or fine mea• 
" dows, which name it highly merits from its delightful fitua
" tion. The whole country is interfecl:ed with rivulets 
" capable of overflowing the adjacent meadows, and poifeifes 
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" every requifite for becoming a moft con'Vtnienl and ebarming 
"fittlement." Such a defcription was fufficient to fend a Dutch 
farmer as far as the Tambookies, if he could only be perfuaded 
there would be no perfonal danger. Such are the views of 
thofe people, who have neither fenfe of honor, regard for truth, 
or feelings of juftice or humanity to direct their proceedings. 

The chiefs were told, that if fome few of the colonifts had 
been fo imprudent as to tranfgrefs the treaty, they had done it 
contrary to the exprefs orders, and without the knowledge, of 
government : that the colony was now in the poffeffion of a 
great and powerful fovereign, the king of England : that one 
of his firft chiefs had deputed us to fay, that the eftabli£hed 
boundary Oiould be obferved on the part of the colonifts ; but 
he expected alfo that all thofe chiefs, who had fpread them
felves over the country of the colonifts, with their families, and 
dependants, and cattle, would, without any further delay, 
quietly and peaceably return into their own country ; and, as 
a proqf of the good intentions and friendfhip of the EnglHh 
government towards the Kaffer nation, we were now on our 
journey to their great chief, or king Gaika, carrying for him a 
prefent from the Englith governor at the Cape. 

On hearing this, the Kaffer chiefs were apparently uneafy; 
and it was foon difcovered that they not only were on bad 
terms with the king, but that they had been obliged to fly their 
country in order to avoid the effects of his dif pleafure. They 
now began to change their former tone, and to entreat that an 
interceffion thould be made for them with their king, and gave 
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a promife, on condition of a meffenger of peace being fent to 
them, immediately to return into their own country. Such a 
meffenger is known by this people from his laying his bajfagai 
or fpear on the ground at the diftance of two hundred paces 
from thofe to whom he is fent, and by advancing from thence 
with extended arms. Being affured that every attempt to bring 
about au amicable adjnftment between the king and the fugitive 
chiefs would be tried, and that from the apparent willingnefs, 
on their part, to a reconciliation, there could be little doubt of 
fuccefs, they received each a f mall prefent, confifl:ing of tobacco, 
knives, flints, and fteels, tinder-boxes, and a few glafs beads. 
Thefe are the fort of articles which the Dutch farmers have 
been in the habit of exchanging for their valuable breed of 
tattle. 

The three chiefs were all ftout, well-formed men ; but Etonie 
in particular might be accounted handfome : he had a lively 
pleafing countenance that always wore a f mile, his eyes were 
Tivid and active, his teeth were white as the pureft ivory, and 
hi& nofe was not in the leaft flattened, but exactly of the fame 
form as that of the European. In their drefs they had nothing 
particular to diftinguif.h them from thofe they governed, except 
a flender brafs chain which hung fufpended on the left fide, 
from a wreath of f mall polif.hed copper beads that encircled the 
upper part of the head. They wore long cloaks of calves· 1kins, 
which, being well ftretched and dreffed, were very light and 
pliant. Broad rings of ivory, cut out of the folid tufk of the 
elephant, were worn upon the left arm, above the elbow. 
Bracelets of copper and of iron furrounded their wrifts, and 
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rings of thefe metals were alfo worn on the legs above the 
ankles. Glafs beads furrounded their necks; and many of the 
men had porcupine quills fiuck through the ear. 

Neither had the wives of the chiefs any diftinllion of drefs 
from the refi of the women. They all wore caps, made of 
fkins, fitting clofe to the head, and hanging behind, and down 
each fide, in long divided flaps. Each feemed to have deco
rated their drefs, without any fixed order, as caprice had fug
gefied, or as their circumfiances would allow. Small beads of 
copper, rings of iron, brafs buttons, old knee-buckles, or what
foever metallic material had fallen into their hands, found a 
place on fome part of their drefs. Some had a brafs button 
fiuck in one ear, and in the other a firing of glafs beads .or a 
fhell. They had no change of habit, but each carried her 
whole wardrobe about her perfon. Some had not fewer than 
fifty different firings of necklaces about the neck ; a number of 
rings round their legs and arms of copper and iron ; and on 
their calf-ikin cloaks were ftitched feveral rows, from top to 
bottom, of old buttons, as various in ihape, fize, and failiion, as 
a button-maker's card. Some had feftoons of fmall cyprza 
fhells round their caps ; others had made them into bracelets 
and necklaces. Suf pended from the neck mofi of them carried 
the fuell of a fmall land tortoife, {the tefludo pujilla,) which held 
a quantity of red ochre, and a thin piece of leather to rub it 
upon their faces. 

The young boys were perfec\ly naked ; and the only orna
ment about them was a fmall tuft of the long white hair from 
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the rump of the f pringbok, which was ftuck upon the crown of 
the head. 

On tne fccond of September we fkirted the banks of the 
Kartela, towards the fea-lhore, perpetually paffing through 
multitudes of Kaffers and their herds of cattle. Of the latter, 
the collected opinion of the party was, that there could not 
have been fewer feen, in the courfe of this day's journey, than 
five thoufand head. Among thefe were oxen of remarkable 
fize and ftrength, vaft numbers of cows, in general much larger 
and handfomer than thofe of the colony, fome of them not un
like the Alderney cow ; others were without horns, fmall and 
ftrong, refembling the black cattle that come down from the 
Highlands of Scotland. The horns of the large oxen were 
twifted with great pains into a variety of lhapes. The points 
of fome were brought to meet under the neck ; others were 
drawn into ftraight lines projecl:ing horizontally from each fide 
of the head; fome had one horn pointed directly into the air, 
and the other to the ground; and others, rifing parallel from 
their bafes, had their points turned back, which gave them the 
appearance of huge antelopes. Some had large circular pieces 
cut out of the dewlap ; others had this part cut into ftrings, and 
hanging in taffels. Not a theep nor goat were to be feen. 
The, Kaffers, in fact, never breed any of thefe animals. Dogs 
in innumerable quantities made their appearance, but fo mife
rably poor that it was painful to look at them. They feemed 
to be a fmall kind of cur. They had no horfes. Dogs and 
cattle were the only animals they poffeffed. 
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A riling eminence between the Bosjef man and Kareelca 
rivers, which at this place were not ,rery diftant, commanded 
a beautiful view of the furrounding country, and a great extent 
of fea-coaft. From thefe elevated plains a fudden depreffion 
of the earth defcends towards the fea-fhore, and particularly be
tween the mouths of the two above-mentioned rivers. The 
ground has here been rent and torn into vaft chafms, feparated 
by high ridges of rude and mafi"y rock. The glens were 
choaked up with thick, tall fhrubbery, and the fmaller kinds of 
the trees of the country. Thefe wild and difmal dens, of many 
miles in extent, were confidered by Renfberg, the perfon before 
mentioned, as the nurfery of elephants, where, he afi"e1 ted, he 
had once feen in one troop between four and five hundred of 
thefe enormous brutes, fcouring the plains, and making for the 
forefts. 

Several of the perfons with me pretended to have been eye
witneffes to the manner in which elephants performed the con,. 
nubial rites; and they invariably afi"erted that the female went 
down on her knees to receive the male, which, however, is not 
the cafe. The manner in which this huge animal contrived to 
propagate the f pecies is a fubjea that has long engaged the 
clofet-naturalifts of Europe, and which has produced many 
ftrange opinions and hypothefes. Some imagined that the 
feelings of this animal were fo delicate, and others that its fenfe 
of flavery was fo powerful, that lhame in the one inftance, and 
indignation in the other, were impediments to their indulging, 
in a domefticated ftate, in the gratifications of love. Such-like 
hypothefes, founded on falfe fuggeftions of travellers, have of 
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late been moft completely fet afide by facl:s performed in the 
prefence of many hundred fped:ators. Several EnglHh gentle
men, refident in the interior parts of India, have bred elephants. 
In a letter from one of thefe gentlemen to his friend, dated 
Tipperah, July 11, 1793, the whole procefs of courtfhip, con
fummation, and time of geftation, are minutely flated. From 
this letter the following are points that appear to be moft 
unqueftionably afcertained. 

Firft : That tame elephants will procreate in their domeftic 
ftate, and perform the all: of lo, e without ihame, and without 
feeling any fenfe of delicacy beyond other brute animals. 

Secondly : That the period of geftation is about twenty-one 
months. 

Thirdly: That they copulate invariably in the fame manner 
as a horfe with a mare, but with much lefs vigor. And, 

Fourthly, That the female will again receive the male in five 
or fix months after delivery. 

A copy of the above-mentioned letter having been tranfmit
ted to the late ingenious Sir William Jones, the relation pro
duced from the fportive fancy of that celebrated genius the 
commencement of a mock-heroic poem, in which, though very 
fhort, the marks of exuberant imagination ftrongly appeared. 
He intitles it Pelion and Offa. 
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er As in Jove's war, by rebel giants pil'd, 
" Enormous Pelion tower'd on Off"a wild, 
" B,hadur thus, the Pelion of our wood, 
" On fieek Ptaurtt, broad as Offa, ftood," f:lc. 

The gigantic elephant is a harmlefs animal in comparifon to 
the lion, the leopard, wolves, and hyznas, and other beafts 0£ 
prey with which this wild part of the country abounds ; and 
thefe even are much lefs to be feared than a neft of the moft 
atrocious villains that ever difgraced and difturbed fociety, 
which thefe thickets conceal. The gang confifts of feven or 
eight Dutch peafants, and a body of armed Hottentots which 
they retain in their fervice. They have no fixed habitation, 
but rove about from place to place in the woods. They live 
by the plunder taken from the neighbouring peafantry, and 
from unfortunate fufFerers by ihipwreck, which frequently hap
pens on this wild coaft. They are all outlaws; and rewards 
have been offered by government for them dead or alive ; but 
the peafantry are fo much afraid of them that none dare ap
proach the place. This gang is known to be intimately con
nell:ed with the emigrant Kaffers, who have been inftigated by 
them to continue in the colony. 

On tho-morning of the third of September, as we were pre
paring to proceed, we had a vifit from the four chiefs, 'Iatchoo, 
Comma, raloofa, and Ham/Joona, having each with him a detach
ment of his vaffals. They at once confeffed their fears of re
turning into their own country, left the king ihould make war 
upon them ; and preffed us to intercede with him for them. 

The 
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The route from Haffagai-bofch river had been taken out of 
the common track in order to f peak with the Kaffer chiefs, ae 
well as to have a view of that part of the coaft where the Bof
jefman and the Kareeka rivers difcharged themfelves into the 
fea. Over the graff y plains of Zuure Veldt there is· little diffi
culty in finding a road, where the deep glens, through which 
the branches of rivers nm, can be avoided ; and we had met 
with no obftacle rill our arrival at the Kowie, which falls into 
the fea a little to the eaftward of the Kareeka. In order to 
crofs this river it was neceffary to defcend from the plain into 
a deep chafm two miles in length ; not only down a A:eep pre
cipice ftrewed over with fragments of rock, but in feveral places 
we had to cut a road through thick clumps of bruiliwood. A 
more difficult and dreadful place was certainly never attempted 
by wheel-carriages. A fingle falfe ftep might have been 
attended with the total deftruttion of waggons and cattle. In 
the fpace of two hours, however, we found ourfelves in the 
bottom, where we paffed along a narrow defile, hemmed in on 
either fide, fometimes by woods of tall trees creeping up the 
fteep faces of the mountains, and at others between two walls 
of naked rock. The difficulty of the defccnt bad confiderably 
exhaufted the oxen; but to rife the oppofite hill, "hie /a!Jor, 
" hoe npus fail.,, In vain the animals ftrove; the driven 
&outed, and ftamped, and Bogged with their enormous whips, 
and the Dutchmen fwore. The firft. waggon got about a hun
dred yards up the afcent, which was near a mile in length, but 
was unable to be moved a ftep higher. After an hour's trial, 
bruifing and fatiguing the oxen to no purpofe, they had re
courfe to the method that ought in the firft inftance to have 
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been adopted. The referved oxen were yoked before the 
others, and thus, by double teams, the waggons were at laft 
drawn out of this horrible chafm ; not, however, without pro
ducing an inftance of brutality and cruelty that will fcarcely be 
fuppofed to exift in a civilized country. While the poor ani
mals were ftruggling and tearing on their knees, and exerting 
their ftrength to the utmoft to draw up the waggons, the owner 
of one of the teams, enraged at their want of fuccefs, drew out 
of its caf e a large crooked knife with a fharp point, and fixing 
on one of the oxen for the objecl: on which he might give vent 
to his fury, cut him with feveral gafhes acrofs the ribs, in the 
flank, and in the flefuy part of the thigh, fame of them from 
fix to feven inches long, and fo deep that when the animal 
walked they opened two inches in width. The fize of the 
wounds is not mentioned loofely for the fake of exaggeration, 
but is given from ac.l:ual meafurement. The ribs were literally 
laid bare, and the blood ran down in ftreams ; yet in this con
dition the poor beaft was obliged to draw in the waggon for the 
{pace of three hours, after having received fuch brutal treatment. 
By two of the gafues a large piece of flefh was very nearly 
taken out of the thick part of the thigh ; and had it not been 
for the irritable ftate of mind into which the favage conduct of 
the fellow had thrown me, but more parti~ularly left it 
{hould feem to give a kind of countenance to his brutality, I 
fuould have afked him to have cut it entirely out, as it could 
not materially have encreafed the pain to the beaft; not for the 
fake of proving the delicacy of an Abyffinian beef-fteak, qui
vering with life, but to have obferved the progrefs of the 
wound. In three or four days the gafhes were fkinned over, and 
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appeared to giTe the animal little uneafinefe, but the cicatrice& 
would always remain; and from thefe fon of fears on the bo
dies of many of the oxen, it is to be feared that cutting is a 
pracl:ice but too common among them, notwithftanding that 

moft of the peafantry of the party feemed to be fuocked at it. 
This was the fecond inftance of the kind that I had occafion 
to witnef& in the courfe of thia tour ; the other was perhaps thcr 
more cruet, as it waa exercifed on parts of the body more fuC. 
ceptible of pain, the nof e and the tongue. In this inftance the 
animal bellowed moft hideoufly, burfl: from the yoke, and 
plunging into the thickets, made his efcapc. Even in the 
neighbourhood of the Cape, where, from a more extended 
civilization, ooe would expctl a greatei- degree of humanity, 
fevcral atrocious aas of the kind are notorious. One of the 
inhabitants, better known from his- wealth and his vulgarity 
than from any good quality he polfeffes, boafts that he can at 
any time ftart his team on a full gallop by whetting his knif• 
only on the fide of the waggon. In exhibiting this maftedy 
experiment, the effeB: of a long and conftant perfeverance in 
brutality, to fome of his friends, the waggon was overturned, 
and one of the company, unluckily not the proprietor, had his 
leg broken. Hottentot's Holland's kloof, a R:eep pafs ovei the 
firft range of mountains beyond the promontory of the Cape, 
has been the fccne of many an inftance Gf this fort of cruelty. 
I have heard a fellow boaft that, after cutting and flailiing one 
of his oxen in this kloof, till an entire piece of a foot fquare did 
not remain in the whole hide, he ftabbed him to the heart ; 
and the fame perfon is faid, at another.time, to have kiDdled a 
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fire under the belly of an ox, becaufe it could not draw the 
waggon up the fame kloo£ 

As it was our intention to examine the mouth of the Greac 
Fith river, the boundary of the colony to the eaftward, it was 
thought ad vifable to fend forward, in the mean time, two inter
preters to the KafFer king, carrying with them a fmall prefent 
in the name of the governor of the Cape, in order to obtaia 
permiffion, as embaffadors from the faid governor, to enter hia 
territories, and to pay our refpelts to him. By this ftep we 
were not only more likely to fecure bis proteltion, but it would 
alfo ihew him that the treaty made with them in the time of 
the governor Van Plettenberg, and renewed in the year 1793, 
was held facred by the Englith government. The dHlance 
from the place where we now were to that of his refidence waa 
calculated to be a journey of five days : the eighth day there
fore was fixed on for the interpreters to meet us in KafFer
land at a certain fpot, well known to them and to our guide 
Rentberg, which was a journey of two days' diftance from the 
KafFer court. 

On the fourth, therefore, the interpreters proceeded to the 
eaftward, and we directed our route towards the mouth of the 
Great FHh river. The country over which we patfed was per
feltly flat; and in thofe parts where the KafFers had not yet 
been, there was abundance of long grafs. On approaching the 
fea-coaft we obferved a long train of fires ; and, fuppofing them 
to have been made by a party of Kafl'era ftationed there, we 
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turned a little out of the way towards the quarter from whence 
the f moke proceeded ; but being to leeward of it, and the wind 
encreafing, the waggons were in the midfl: of the fire before we 
perceived it ; and the fmoke was fo thick and acrid, that it was 
impoffible to fee the length of the team. The oxen, being 
burnt in the feet, became unmanageable and galloped off in 
great confufion, the dogs howled, and there was a general up
roar. The f moke was fuffocating; the flames blazed up on 
each fide of the waggons, which, to thofe ef pecially that con
tained a quantity of gunpowder, was very alarming. The 
oxen, however, by fagacity, or by chance, had fet their heads 
againft the wind and foon galloped through it. The flames 
ran in all direc\ions among the long dry grafs and heathy 
plants with incredible celerity. The face of the country for 
feveral miles was a £beet of fire, and the air was obfcured with 
a cloud of f moke. We had yet a confiderable extent of coun
try to pafs among black allies, beyond which we prefendy 
reached the mouth of the Great Fiih river, where we pitched 
our tents for the night. 

Like all the African rivers that difcharge themfelves into the 
fea on the eafl:ern coaft, the mouth of the Great Fiih river was 
nearly fanded up. The quantity, however, of water brought 
down by it keeps open a conftant channel, which, at the loweft 
ebb, feemed to be deep enough in every part for the admiffion 
of boats. Within the bar of fand it was from three to four 
hundred yards in width, and appeared to be very deep. The 
Portuguefc, in their early voyages, difcovered this river, and 
gave to it the name of Rio Infante. Thinking that it might 

B B admit 

Dig,llzed by Google 



186 TRAVELS IN 

admit of fecurity for their iliipping within the bar, they built a 
fort upon the left bank, and kept there a fmall eftabJiiliment for 
a lhort time; till the difcovery of Rio de la Goa, farther to the 
north•eaft, promifing more folid advantages, made them aban
don Rio Infante. The banks defcended with a fine fmooth 
flope from the elevated plains on each fide, and were covered 
with grafs to the water's edge. That on the KafFer fide was 
beautifully fkirted with thick woods. Towards the evening a 
vaft number of Hippopotami, or fea-cows as they are called by 
the Dutch, were feen with their heads above the furface ; but 
keeping clofe to the oppofite iliore, thet were too far to be 
eafily hit with a mufquet ball. Several of the paths of thefe 
animals led from. various parts of the river to a f pring of fre{h 
water about a mile diftant. To this fpring they go . in the 
night•time to drink, the water of the river, for a confiderable 
diftance from the mouth, being falt. They alfo graze during 
the night, and browfe among the ilirubbery. Short-fighted 
man would be apt to fay that the Providence of Nature fuould 
feem to have flept, or that lhe had committed a miftake, when 
1he placed this unwieldy misiliapen animal in an element where 
it cannot exift, and in which are not to be found the means of 
its fuftenance, for it eats nothing that the rivers or waters 
afford. 

The latitude of the mouth of the Great Fiili river we found 
to be 33° 25' fouth, and longitude 27° 37' eaft. The diftance 
from the Cape, as before mentioned, is about fix hundred 
miles. 

The 
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The coaft, as far as could be feen from the high hillocks of 
fand, was wild and rocky, and-without bay or indent. 

The well-clothed plains of Zuure Veldt, when inhabited by 
the Dutch, abounded :with a variety of game, ef pecially of the 
antelope tribe; but fince the arrival of the Kaff'ers they have 
moftly been deftroyed or chaced into fome other part of the 
country. The manner in which thefe people hunt is not only 
a very deftrucl:ive one, but it fo much frightens thofc animals 
that may chance to efcape, that they abandon the place. A 
large party, confifting fometimes of feveral hundreds, men, wo
men, and children, furround a plain on which they have per
ceived a herd of antelopes. As foon as they have formed the 
circle each proceeds towards the centre of it, narrowing the 
diameter, and clofing upon each other, till the animals are 
completely fenced in. Antelopes, particularly that fpeciea 
called the fpringbok, like iheep, always follow where one leads. 
As foon, therefore, as the hunters have approached within a 
certain diftance, an opening is made in the circle for the neareA: 
animals to pafs. All the reA: follow in a line; and while by 
ruihing together they retard each other, the men, armed with 
f pears, clofe in upon the line and make dreadful havock among 
them. Scarcely a f pringbok is now to be met with in Zuure 
Veldt. We found the fteenbok, the bofchbok, the rietbok, and 
the orabie, towards the extremity of the colony, and fhot feve
ral harttbeyls. This is one of the fineft animals of the family 
of antelopes. The male is about feven feet and a half long 
and five feet high, and the female fix and a half feet long and 
four feet high : the horns branch out of a fingle trunk that pro-
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jells about two inches from the forehead. The mouth, and 
indeed the whole head, refembles .that of the bovine tribe, from 
whence it has obtained in the SJ/lema NaturtZ the fpecific name 
of bubalis. 

All tbe chaf ms with which the plains of this part of the 
country are interfelted, and the banks of all the rivers, the 
fides of the knolls, and the range of hills that terminates this 
divifion to the northward, were covered with wood. This 
confif\:ed generally of a tall luxuriant lbrubbery, out of which 
fprang up in places, fometimes fingly and frequently in clumps, 
large fore ft trees : of thefe the geelhout was the moft lofty, and 
being here difentangled from the pendulous lichen that cramped 
its growth in the great forefts of Van Slaaden's river, fuewed 
itfelf as a beautiful tree. An euphorbia, throwing out a num
ber of naked arms from a ftraight trunk thirty or forty feet 
high, held a diftinguilbed place among the lhrubbery. But one 
of the largeft and moft lhewy trees, and at this time in the 
height of its bloom, was the Kaffer's bean-tree, the erythrina 
corallodendrum, fo called from the color and refemblance of its 
large clufters of papilionaceous flowers to branches of red coral. 
Numbers of beautiful birds, fuch as fmall paroquets, touracos, 
woodpeckers, and others, were fluttering about thefe trees for 
the fake of the juices yielded by the flowers. The coral-tree, 
like moft dazzling beauties, has its imperfection : the leaves are 
deciduous, and the bloffoms, like thofe of the almond, have de
cayed before the young leaves have burft their buds. Not fo 
with the Hottentot's bean : the clufters of fcarlet flowers inter
mingled with the fmall and elegant dark-green foliage, gave it a 
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diftinguHhed place among the tall trees of the kloofs, and the 
thick fhrubbery on the fides of the fweUs. This plant is the 
African lignum vitz, the guqjacum ..Afrum of Linnzus, and the 

fthotia J)>eciefa of the Hortu1 Kewenji,. The wood, however, 
is not fufliciently hard to be convened to the fame purpofes as 
lignum vitz, nor is the tree large enough to make it of any 
particular ufe. The feeds of this leguminous plant are eaten by 
the Hottentots, and fometimes alfo are ufed by the colonifts. 
Two plants of the palm tribe were frequently met with; one, 
the zamia c1cadi1, or Kaffer' a bread-tree, growing on the plains ; 
and the other, alfo a fpecies of the fame genus; fkirting the 
fprings and rivulets : the fruit of the latter was called wild cof
fee, and fubftituted by the peafantry for this berry. The 1/re
litzia regin11 alfo, now in full and beautiful bloom, grew every 
where in wide-f preading patches in the vicinity of the Great 
Fiih river, but not one of the new fpecies, difcovered about 
twenty miles to the northward of Zwart Kop's river, could be 
found among them. The cerulean blue necl:arium of the re
ginz feemed to be uniformly faded, and it loft its color by a 
£hort expofure to the weather, which did not appear to be the 
cafe with that of violet blue of the teretifolia. The feed of the 
reginz is eaten both by the Kaffers and Hottentots. A great 
variety of bulbous rooted plants were now f pringing out of the 
ground; and feveral f pecies of thofe elegant families the gladio
lu,, ixia, mort:ea, and the iri,, were in full bloom. That fin
gular plant the tumus tlephanliopus, fo called from a protube
rance thrown from the root refembling the foot of an elephant, 
was met with only in this part of the country. Several ·fpecies 
of xeranthemum and gnaphalium decorated the gralfy plains 
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with their brilliant colors of red, yellow, and filky white. 
The Dutch in the colony name thefe, flower, of flven yearl 
duration; but in Europe we extend the idea to everlq/lings. 

In two days after leaving the mouth of the river, and ik.irting 
its banks, we came to the firft ford. The moment we began 
to defcend the heights towards the level of the river an extraor
dinary increafe of temperature was felt ; and in the courfe of 
an hour the thermometer, which ftood at noon at 72°, had 
afcended to 10.2° in the lhade, at which point it remained, at 
the ford of the river, for four hours. When expofed to the 
direct rays of the fun the temperature was increafed only four 
degrees. The wind was due north and remarkably ftrong; 
and the ftream of air was fo heated that it was fcarcely poffible 
to bear expofure to it for any length of time. At night it blew 
a hurricane, and obliged us to {lrike the tents. It may be re
marked that the meridian altitude of the fun on that day was 
only fifty-one degrees, and that the general furface of the coun
try, from which the wind blew, was covered with thick fhrub
bery ; that on the preceding night, near the fame place, the 
thermometer was down to 52°; and that on the following day, 
on the fame fpot, and with the fame wind, but lefs ftrong, it 
afcended no higher than 71 °. Thefe circumftances render it 
very difficult, if not impoffible, to account for fo high a degree 
of temperature. 

The following day we paffed the Great Fifh river, though 
not without fome difficulty, the banks being high and fteep, the 
ftream ftrong, the bottom rocky, and the water deep. Some 
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fine trees of the willow of Babylon, or a variety of that fpecies, 
fltirted the river at this place. The oppofite fide prefented a 
very beautiful country, well wooded and watered, and plenti
fully covered with grafs, among which grew in great abun
dance a f pecies of indigo, apparently the fame as that defcribed 
by Mr. Maffon as the candicans. 

The firft night that we encamped in the Kaffer country was 
near a fiream called Kowjha, which falls into the Great Fifh 
river. On the following day we paffed the villages of Malloo 
and Tooley, the two chiefs and brothers we had feen in Zuure 
Veldt, delightfully fituated on two eminences rifing from the 
faid ftreamlet. We alfo paffed feveral villages placed along the 
banks of the C11e»gka and its branches, and the next . day we 
came to a river of very confiderable magnitude called the Ke!f
lamma. Though no part of the colony we bad yet paffed 
through could be compared to that portion of the Kaffers' 
country which lay between the Great Fifh river and the Keif
kamma ; and though the huts of which the villages were com
pof ed appeared to be perfect and in good order, yet no veftige 
of human induftry feemed to accompany them, nor any traces 
but the buildings, that might lead to fuppofe the country to be 
inhabited. In faa, during the two days we had travelled in 
Kafferland not a human being had made its appearance, except 
one of our interpreters with a Kaffer chief, whom we met at 
the clofe of the fecond day, and who had been difpatched by 
the king to invite and to condua us to his place of refidence. 

That 
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That part of the Keifkamma where we had encamped was 
not fordable by waggons : had it even admitted a pafTage, the 
country on the oppofite fide was fo very mountainous and 
woody, that, fo far from wheel-carriages making the attempt, 
it was fcarcely paffable by horfes. It was therefore concluded 
to fend forwards, on the following day, three or four Hotten
tots with prefents, and to proceed from the place of encamp
ment on horfeback. Though the diftance from the Keifkamma 
to the refidence of the king was not more than fifteen miles, it 
took us above four hours in riding. The hills were moftly 
covered with thick underwood, and on the plains were fo 
many ftraggling trees of the thorny mimofa, juft diftant enough 
from each other for their f preading branches to meet and annoy 
pafTengers, that we were obliged to quit the dircll: road, which 
was no more than a foot-path, every moment. In the courfe 
of the journey we pafTed a number of villages containing from 
ten to thirty huts each, fome of which were deferted, but others 
were very populous. A great crowd of people of all defcrip
tions flocked down on every fide and followed us along the 
road. The weather being warm, the men had thrown afide 
their cloaks and were entirely naked. But the women referved 
their cloaks of calf-fkin and clofe leather caps, which, with the 
heat of the weather, and their exertion to gratify their curiofity 
b.y the fight of the ftrangers, feemed to incommode them not a 
little. 

On arriving at his place of refidence, we found that the king, 
not having expelled us until the following day, had gone to his 
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grazing village ten or twelve miles to the northward, in confe
quence of fome intelligence he had received of the wolves hav
ing committed great depredations among his young cattle on 
the preceding night. A meifenger was therefore immediately 
difpatched after him; and in the meantime the king's mother, 
a we11-looking woman, apparently about five-and-thirty, and 
his queen, a very pretty Kaffer girl, about fifteen, with their 
female attendants, to the number of fifty or fixty, formed a 
circle round us, and endeavoured to entertain us with their 
good-humored and lively converfation. It was not long before 
Gaika, the king, made his appearance riding on an ox in full 
gallop, attended by five or fix of his people. Our bufincfs 
commenced with little ceremony under the thade of a f preading 
mimofa. He requefted that we might all be feated in a circle 
on the ground, not as any mark of civility, but that it might 
the more diftinltly be heard what each party had to fay. 
The manner, however, in which he received us fufficiently 
marked the pleafure he derived from the vifit: of the nature of 
this he was already aware, and entered immediately upon the 
fubjelt, by expreffing the fatisfaltion he felt in having an 
opportunity of explaining to us that none of the Kaffers who 
had paffed the boundary eftablifhed between the two nations 
were to be confidered as his fubjelts : he faid they were chiefs 
as well as himfelf, and entirely independent of him; but that 
his anceftors had always held the firft rank, and their fupre
macy had been acknowledged on all occafions by the colonifts : 
that all thofe Kaffers and their chiefs, who had at any time 
been defirous to enter under the protection of his family, had 
been kindly received ; and that thofe who chofe rather to 
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remain independent had been permitted to do fo, without being 
confidered in the light of enemies. He then informed us, that 
his father died, and left him, when very young, under the 
guardianthip of Zambie, one of his firft chiefs and own bro
ther, who had acted as regent during bis minority ; but that 
having refufed to refign to him his right on coming at years 
of difcretion, his father's friends had lhewed themfelves in his 
favor, and that by their affiftance he had obliged his uncle to 
fly: that this man had then joined Khou/a, a powerful chief to 
the northward, and with their united forces had made war 
againft him: that he had been victorious, and had taken Zam
hie prifoner: that he had never been at war with, nor to his 
knowledge had ever given the flighteft offence to, the chiefs of 
the other fide of the Keifkamma, but, on the contrary, had 
always endeavoured to conciliate their good-will : that fince his 
friends and fubjects had fupported him in the affumption and 
maintenance of his right, he had obferved a dif pofition in thofe 
chiefs to withdraw themfelves from his friendlhip: that the 
people of Malloo and Tooley particularly had committed great 
depredations on the cattle of his fobjecl:s ; and that, when he 
fent to them a civil meffage to enquire if any had by chance 
ftrayed into their territories, to his great furprife he was in
formed they had quitted the country : that he had more than 
once, fince that period, fent to them his proffers of friendthip, 
but that they had detained, and, as he fuppofed, put to death 
his meffengers : that ftill to avoid giving them any pretext for 
commencing hoftilities, he had ftrictly forbid any of his fubjects 
to moleft their habitations, or even to pafs the Keifkamma. 

Aftonilhed 
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Aftonilhcd to find fo much good fenfe and prudence in a very 
young man and a Kaffer, we explained the nature of our vifit 
to him, and fubmitted for his confideration the . fix following 
articles: 

1. That he lhould fend a mefi"enger of peace and friendthip 
along with one of our interpreters to the Kaffer chiefs now 
refiding in the colony : 

2. That none of his fubjecl:s, on any pretence whatever, un
lefs fent exprefsly by him, 1hould pafs the boundary efta
blithed between the Colonifts and Kaffers : 

3. That none of his fubjecl:s 1hould have any intercourfe 
whatever with the Colonifts ; and that, if any of the latter 
1hould be found in any part of his territories, he would 
fend them under a ftrong guard to Graaff Reynet : 

+ That lhould any fuip be flranded on the KafFer coaft, he 
would afford to the unfortunate palfengers and crew hof
pitality and protection, and that he would conduct them 
in fafety to Graaff Reynet : 

5. That any blacks, Hottentots, or bq/laards, found in his 
territories, lhould be taken and fent to Graaff Rcynet : 

6. And that he 1hould keep up a friendly intercourfe with 
the landroft, by fending annually, or oftener, if necelfary, 
one of his captains, bearing a brafs gorget with the arms 
of his Britannic Majefty engraven upon it. 
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To all thefe he readily agreed, except to the latter part of 
the third article, obferving that he did not think it right for 
Kaffers to make prifoners of men fo fuperior to themfelves as 
Chriftians were; but he promifed to give inteJligence to the 
landroft, fhould any be met with in his territories. It is a 
common idea, induftrioufly kept up in the colony, that the 
Kaffers are a favage, treacherous, and cruel people ; a character 
as fa]fe as it is unmerited. Their moderation towards the colo
nifis, and all white people, has fhewn itfelf on many occafions ; 
and if the inhabitants of the bordering parts of the colony had 
any fenfe of honor or feelings of gratitude, inftead of affifting 
to propagate, they would endeavour to fupprefs, fuch an idea. 
They know very well that in the height of a war into which 
this people was iniquitoufly driven, the lives of all their women 
and children that fell into the hands of the Kaffers were f pared 
by them, whilft their own fell promifcuoufly by the hands of 
the colonifts. Another inftancc: of the different manner in 
which the Dutch and the Kaffers conducted themfelves, under 
the fame circumftances, will ferve to ihew which of the two 
nations moft deferves the character thrown upon the latter. 

In the. mouth of February 1796, a veffel from India under 
Genoefe colours was wrecked on the coaft of the colony 
between the Bosjefman and Sunday rivers. The peafantry 
from various parts of the coaft, from Lange-kloof to Kaffer
land, Bocked down to the wreck, not for the humane purpofc 
of giving affiftance to the unfortunate fufferers, but to plunder 
them of every thing that could be got on ihore ; and it is a 
notorious falt, that the only man who was anxious to fecurc 
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fome property for the captain and officers had his brains daihed 
out with an iron bolt by one of his neighbours. 

In June 1797, the Hercules, an American ihip, was {handed 
between the mouths of the Keifkamma and the Becka. By the 
time that the crew, confifting of about fixty perfons, had got on 
ihore, they found themfelves forrounded by Kaffers, and ex
pected immediately to have been put to death by thefe favages. 
Inftead of which, to their no fmall degree of joy and furprife, a 
chief gave orders for an ox to be inftantly killed, and the fleih 
diftributed among the unfortunate fufferers. There is, how
ever, one temptation which a Kaffer cannot refift-the fight of 
metal buttons ; and thofe who fuffered fuipwreck, and who 
happened to have any of thefe articles about their perfons, had 
them cut ofF without much ceremony. They were deprived of 
no other part of their property ; and they were conducted in 
fafety to the refidence of fome of the colonifts, from whom a 
demand was made of five rixdollars for the captain, and an 
equal fum for the whole of the crew, as a fttll compenfation for 
their trouble-a very moderate and juft demand ; and it were 
to be wilhed that the example of the Kaffers was obferved on· 
fome more civilized coafts. 

Having arranged the bufinefs that brought us into Kaffer
land with the king, we made him a prefent confifting of fheets 
of copper, brafs-wire, glafs-beads, knives for fltinning animals, 
looking-glaffes, flints, fteels, and tinder-boxes, and a quantity 
of tobacco. . His mother alfo received a prefent ot the fame 
nature. Except this lady, all the other women kept in the 
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back-ground during the converfation, as did alfo Zamhit, the 
uncle and ufurper, who was then a prifoner at large in the vil
lage. The young king's treatment of this man did him great 
honor. All his former attendants, his cattle, and his fix wives, 
were reftored to him, with as much liberty as the reft of his 
fubjech, except that he was always obliged to be in the fame 
village with the king. 

Gaika was a young man, at this time under twenty years of 
age, of an elegant form, and a graceful and manly deportment ; 
his height about five feet ten inches ; his face of a deep bronze 
col or, approaching nearly to black ; his flcin foft and f mooth; 
his eyes dark brown, and full of animation; his teeth regular, 
well-fet, and white as the pureft ivory. his countenance open, 
but more marked with the habit of reflexion than is ufuaUy ob
ferved in that of a Kaffer: he had the appearance, indeed, of 
poffeffing in an eminent degree a folid underftanding and a clear 
head : to every queftion that related to their manners, cuftoms, 
laws, and various other points, he gave, without embarraffment 
or referve, direct and unequivocal anfwers; and it is to him 
I am principally indebted for the little information I am 
enabled to give concerning the Kaffer nation : his underftand
ing was not more ftrong than his difpofition appeared to be 
amiable: he feemed to be the adored object of his fubjects; the 
name of Gaika was in every mouth, and it was feldom pro
nounced without fymptoms of joy. He had one wife only, 
very young, and, fetting afide the prejudice againft color, very 
pretty, by whom he had a little girl ca11ed J efa. Like the 
chiefs in the colony he wore a brafs chain fuf pended, on the 
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left fide, from a wreath of copper beads that encircled his head : 
on his arm he had five large rings cut out of the folid tufks of 
elepha·nts, and round his neck was a chain of beads : his cloak 
was faced with {kins of leopards ; but he threw this drefs afide, 
and, like the reft of his people, appeared entirely naked. 

The queen had nothing to diftingui£h her from the other 
women, except that her cloak feemed to have had more pains 
beftowed upon it in the dreffing, and had three rows behind of 
brafs-buttons extending from the hood to the bottom of the 
fkirts, and fo clofe that they touched each other. The reft of 
the women were contented with a few of thefe {haggling over 
different parts of the cloak. This weighty covering is never 
laid afide in the hotteft weather ; but they wear nothing what
foever under it, except the little apron that the Hottentot wo
men take fuch pains to decorate. The Kaffer ladies are not 
lefs anxious to appear fmart about the head. Their fitin-caps 
were ornamented with buttons, buckles, beads, or fhells, accord
ing as fancy might fuggeft or their wardrobe could fupply. 

Though the country between the Keifkamma and the refi
dence of the king had been rugged, poor, and mountainous, it 
here began to aff ume a very different appearance. The knolls 
of grafs were thickly covered, and the hanging woods on the 
fteep fides of the high mountains to the northward were ex
tremely beautiful. The village, it feemed, at which he now 
lived, was but a temporary refidence. It was fituated upon the 
Kooquanie, a fmall ftream that fell into the Ke!Jkamma; it con
fifted of about forty or fifty huts of the form of beehives. That 
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which feemed to be deftined for the ufe of the queen ftood at 
the head of the village ; was fomewhat larger than the reft, and 
finilhed in a neater manner: it was about ten feet in diameter, 
and eight feet high. They are firft lhaped by frames of wood, 
and afterwards daubed over with a kind of mortar compofed of 
clay and the dung of cattle ; and, when this is fufficiently dry, a 
neat covering of matting is worked over the whole. Such huts 
are completely water-tight, and very warm. 

The Kaffers having always been reprefented as agriculturifts, 
we were a little difappointed in not meeting with gardens and 
cultivated grounds about their habitations, not a veftige of 
which had any where appeared. On putting the queflion to 
Gaika, he replied, that having been engaged in war for the two 
or three years laft paft, during which he had not been able to 
fix at any one place above a month or two at a time, they had 
confequently been under the neceffity of fufpending their pur
fuita of agriculture: that in time of peace they always planted 
millet, and feveral kinds of vegetables ; and that nothing could 
give him an equal degree of pleaf ure to that of feeing the 
leerie, now an inftrument of war, converted into an utenfil of 
hufbandry; but that at prefent he was juft on the eve of an
other campaign. He feemed much pleafed when the landroft 
told him, that if, on his return from his expedition, he would 
fend to Graaff Reynet, he lhould be fupplied with corn and 
different garden-feeds ; and he appeared to anticipate the happi
nefs that his people would experience, after the fatigues and 
horrors of war, in returning to their ancient habits of peaceful 
induftry. 

The 
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The country inhabited by the people whom the colonifts 
difiinguifh by the name of Kaffers, is bounded on the fouth 
by the fea-coafl:; on the eaft, by a tribe of the fame kind of 
reople who call themfelves Tambookiu; on the north, by the 
favage Bosjef mans ; and en the wefi, by the colony of the Cape. 
\Vith the Tambookies they live on friendly terms ; but, like the 
Dutch peafantry, they have declared perpetual war againft the 
Bosjefmans. Their expeditions, however, againtl: thefe favages 
are not attended with the fame fuccefs as thofe of the colonifl:s. 
The Bosjefmans care as little for a Haffagai as they dread a 
mufquet. The principal weapon ufed by the Kaffers is an iron 
f pear from nine inches to a foot in length, fixed at the end of a 
tapering 1haft about four feet long. Such an infl:rument is called 
by the Hottentots a haffagai, but the Kaffer name is omkontoo. 
In throwing this fpear they grafp it with the palm of the hand, 
and raifing the arm above the head, and giving the 1haft a qui
vering motion to find the proper point of equilibrium, it is 
delivered with the fore-finger and the thumb. At the difl:ance 
of fifty or fixty paces they can throw at a mark with a tolerable 
degree of exatl:nefs; but beyond that diftance they have no 
kind of certainty. It appears to be a very indifferent fort of 
weapon, and eafily to be avoided. In battle they receive the 
point of the haffagai upon an oval iliield about four feet in 
depth, made from the hide of a bullock. Their other weapon, 
the leerie, is lefs formidable than the halfagai: this is a flick 
about two feet and a half long, with a round knob at the end 
about two inches in diameter, and very weighty, being the root 
of fome ilirub. They throw it in the fame manner as the Haf
fagai, and are very expert in killing birds and the f mall er fort 
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of antelopes, particularly the little pygm~a. The fmall end of 
the keerie ferves, in time of peace, in their agriculture, as an 
inftrument for dibbling, for which purpofe it feems to be much 
better adapted than for a hoftile weapon. The government on 
the eaft fide of the Keifkamma is not exactly the fame as on 
the weft. Gaika is the acknowledged fovereign over that part 
of the country which lies to the eaftward of the river. The 
few chiefs who live among his people are obedient to his com
mands, and confider themfelves as his captains. Among the 
emigrant Kaffers, each chief is independent, though the inferior 
ones look up, in fome meafure, to thofe who are more powerful 
than themfelves. Thefe detached hordes feem in their govern
ment to ref emble the ancient clans of the Highlands of Scot
land. 

Every Kaffer is a foldier and a tradefman. The firft is not 
a profeffion, but taken up occafionally as the fiate, of which he 
is a member, may demand his fervices. War is not made by 
them for extenfion of territory or individual aggrandizement, 
but for fome direct infult or act of injufiice againfi the whole, 
or fome member, of the community. His habits and way of 
life are better fuited for the herdfman than for the warrior. 
From the nature of his food, which is chiefly milk, his manners 
are mild and gentle, at the fame time that the exercife of the 
chace, which from pleafure he follows as well as for profit, 
gives him an erect deportment, and a boldnefs and opennefs of 
expreffio!1 that indicate nothing like fear. This in fact is a 
paffion of the mind which can hardly be faid to exifi in that of 
a Kaffer. In time of peace he leads the true pafioral life: hia 
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cattle is his only care : he rarely kills one for his own confump
tion, except on fome particular occafion. When a {hanger of 
diftinction vifits a Kaffer chief, he felects from his herd the 
fatteft ox, and divides it with his vifitors. The evening that 
we departed from the village of the king, curiofity had brought 
together about a thoufand people to fee the ftrangers. Before 
they returned to their houfes the king ordered four oxen to be 
flain, and the· fleth to be diftributed among them. For our 
party he intended a prefent of three oxen ; but thefe he ob
ferved muft be felell:ed from his herd with his own hands. 
The whole management of the cattle is left to the men, and 
they eafily render them uncommonly expert in comprehending 
their meaning. The horns of their greateft favorites are 
twifted in their nafcent ftate into very whimfical forms. Thefe 
are effell:ed by grafping the young horn with hot irons till it 
becomes foft, in which ftate the direflion withed for is given to 
it. Thofe of the ox on which the king rode were laid along 
each fide of the neck with the points juft touching the 
fhoulders. 

Among their cattle was a particular breed different from any 
I had feen in the colony. They were ihort-legged, ihort
necked, generally of a black and white color, and their horns 
were only from four to eight inches in length, curved inwards; 
and their extremities, which were nearly of the fame thicknefs 
at the roots, pointed to the ears. Thefe horns had no connec
tion with the £kull, but were attached merely to the fkin, and 
fo loofe that they might be turned round in any direction. 
Extended to their greateft length they {hike againft the 
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animal's face when walking. They were confidered as excel
lent beafis for riding or for bearing burthens. This variety of 
the common ox had not the dorfal tuft which the loofe-horned 
ox of Abyffinia is defcribed to poffcfs. 

While the men are employed in rearing and attending the 
cattle, the women are engaged in the affairs of the houfe, and 
in cultivating the ground. Thefe, with the manufaclure of 
bafkets with the Cyperus grafs, and of earthen pots for boiling 
their meat or corn, which are the chief part of their houfehold 
utenfils, the making their !kin-cloaks, and nurfing their 
children, furnifh fufficient employment for the women. They 
are faid to be exceedingly prolific ; that twins are almofl as 
frequent as fingle births, and that it is no uncommon thing for 
a woman to have three at a time. Their children, foon after 
birth, are fuffered to crawl about perfelUy naked; and at 
fix or feven months they are able to run. A cripple or de
formed perfon is never feen. The Dutch have an idea that if 
a Kaffer child lhould be born imperfecl, the parents immediately 
ftrangle it. Gaika's mother feemed lhocked at fuch a quefiion 
being put to her; and affured me that a woman who.could 
fuffer fuch an unnatural crime to be committed, would be 
chaced out of fociety. A high degree of civilization may in
deed dull the feelings of nature, and policy may fometimes 
filently approve of crimes committed againft it; but a favage 
feels the full force of parental affecl:ion. 

There is perhaps no nation on earth, taken collecl:ively, that 
can produce fo fine a race of men as the Kaffers : they are tall, 
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flout, mufcular, well made, elegant figures. They are exempt, 
indeed, from many of thofe caufes that, in more civilized focie
ties, contribute to impede the growth of the body. Their diet 
is fimple; their exercife of a falutary nature; their body is nei
ther cramped nor encumbered by clothing ; the air they breathe 
is pure; their refl: is not difl:urbed by violent love, nor their 
minds ruffied by jealoufy; they are free from thofe licentious 
appetites which proceed frequently more from a depraved ima
gination than a real natural want: their frame is neither iliaken 
nor enervaccd by the ufe of intoxicating liquors, which they 
are not acquainted with ; they eat when hungry, and fleep 
when nature demands it. With fuch a kind of life, languor 
and melancholy have little to do. The countenance of a Kaffer 

is always cheerful ; and the whole of his demeanor bef peaks 
content and peace of mind. 

Though black, or very nearly fo, they have not one line of 
the African negro in the compofition of their perfons. The 
comparative anatomift might be a little perplexed in placing lhe 
fkull of a Kaffer in the chain, fo ingenioufly put together by 
him, comprehending all the links from the moll: perfell: Euro
pean to the Ourang-Outang, and thence through all the 
monkey-tribe. The head of a Kaffer is not elongated: the 
frontal and the occiputal bones form nearly a femicircle ; and a 
line from the forehead to the chin drawn over the nofe is con
vex like that of moft Europeans. In fhort, had not Nature 
beftowed upon him the dark-coloring principle that anatomifts 
have difcovered to be owiag to a certain gelatinous fluid lying 
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between the epidermis and the cuticle, he might have ranked 
among the firft of Europeans. 

Among other things that may have contributed to have kept 
up the tall athletic flature of thefe people, is their frequent inter
marriages with £\rangers. The principal article of their trade 
with the Tambookie nation is the exchange of cattle "for their 
young women. Almoft every chief has Tambookie wives, 
though they pay much dearer for them than for thofe of their 
own people. Polygamy is allowed, without any inconvenience 
refulting from the prall:ice, as it is confined almoft to the chiefs. 
The circumftances of the common people will rarely allow them 
the indulgence of more than one wife, as no woman is to be 
obtained without purchafe. The females being confidered as 
the property of their parents, are always difpofed of by fale. 
The common price of a wife is an ox or a couple of cows. 
Love with them is a very confined paffion, taking but little 
hold on the mind. When an offer is made for the purchafe of 
a daughter, fhe feels little inclination to refufe; fhe confiders 
herf elf as an article at market, and is neither furprifed, nor un
happy, -nor interefted, on being told that fhe is about to be dif
pofed of. There is no previous courtfhip, no exchange of fine 
fentiments, no nice feelings, nor attentions to catch the affec
tions, and to attach the heart. It would be unjuft at the fame 
time to tax them with fenfuality. A Kaffer woman is chafie 
and extremely rnodefi ; yet, in many points of conducl-, in 
which {he differs from females of more-polilhed nations, the 
latter part of her character might he called in queftion. If, for 
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inftance, a young woman be a1ked whether fhe be married, not 
content with giving the fimple negative, fhe throws open her 
cloak and difplays her bofom ; and, as moft frequently fhe has 
no other covering beneath, fhe perhaps may difcover at the 
fame time, though unintentionally, more of her charms. 

Inftances of infidelity are very rare; and, when they do oc
cur, are accidental rather than premeditated. The punifhment 
is a fine, and, if the man choofes it, dif miff al of his wife ; but 
iliould a huiband furprife his wife in the act of adultery, the 
law would juftify him in putting the· parties to death. Their 
laws in general appear to be very fimple, and grounded lefs on 
policy than on natural principles. If a murder iliould appear 
to be premeditated, the perpetrator is inftantly put to death. 
If a man lhould kill another in his own defence, in a quarrel~ 
or by accident, he muft pay to the relations of the deceafed, as 
a compenfation for their lofs, a certain fine, which is either 
agreed to among themfelves, or fettled by the chief and elders 
of the horde .. Jn doing this, the value that the deceafed bore in 
the fociety is taken only into confideration.. A chief has no 
power over the lives of his fubjell:s : lhould he hy defign~ or in 
the heat of paffion, put a man to death, he would occur the 
hazard of being expelled by the community. For theft there 
is no other punifhment than that of refiitution. They know 
nothing of the practice of imprifonment for any crime. 

The ancients were of opinion that the face was always the 
index of the mind. Modern. phyfiognomifts have gone a ftep 
farther, and fay, that a fine form, perfect in all its-parts, cannot 
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contain a crooked or an imperfed: mind. Judgin 6 the mind of 

a Kaffer by fu.:h a rule, it could not be pronounced deficient 
in talent. The experiment of giving him a fuitable education 
has not yet been made ; but there are perhaps no unlettered 
people on the face of the earth whofe manners and opinions 
have more the appearance of civilization than thofe of the Kaf
fers : they are no contemptible artifans. Though they have no. 
knowledge- of fmelting iron from the ore, yet when it comes to 
their hands in a malleable fiate, they can fhape it to their pur
pofe with wonderful dexterity. Every man is his own artift. 
A piece of ftone ferves for his hammer, and another for the 

anvil, and with thefe alone he will finifh a fpear, or a chain, or 
a metallic bead that would not difgrace the town of Birming
ham. The fhafts of their fpears are alfo neatly made. Many 

0f the ornaments of copper and iron, with which they adorn 
their heads, are far from being void of tafle. The anicle that 
furnilhes their drefs is prepared and put together with fame 
degree of ingenuity. Calves' £kins only arc ufed for this pur
pofe: when taken from the animal they are fixed to the ground 
with wooden pegs, extended as far as they will bear, and well 
fcraped, fo that no part of the flefh remains upon them. As 
foon as they are fufficiently dry to have loft the power of con
traction, they are beaten with flones till they become foft and 
pliant. In this fiate the interior fide is fcraped with fharp 
flones, and fmeared with red ochre, till a nap, like that on 

clnth, is raifed over the whole furface : they are then cut into 
proper fhapes, and fewed together exall:ly in the fame manner 
that the fhoemakers of Europe ftitch together two pieces of 
leather. Their bodkin is a piece of polifhed iron, and the 
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thread is the fibres of the tendons of the long dorfal mufcle 
taken from various animals ; • thofe in a wild ftate are preferred, 
as fumi1hing a much ftronger thread than fuch as are domefti
cated. The Hottentots few together their fheep-fldns with the 
fame material ; and the colonifis, following the example of the 
natives, have recourfe to the fame article as a fubftitute for 
flaxen thread, which, when the Engli£h took poffeffion of the 
fettlement, bore an advance in price of a thoufand per cent. 

The progrefs of their agriculture, as ohferved by the king, 
has lately been checked by internal diffentions, and the 
encroachments of a rival power. They feem however to 
be much more inclined to the paftoral than the agricultural 
life,-a circumftance which will retard their advancement in 
civilization. The one finds leifure to fit down and reBea ; the 
other is never ftationary, hut wandering from place to place in 
fearch of food for the cattle. The chace employs the greateft 
portion of the time they have to f pare. In the Kaffer country 
the larger fort of game, particularly the elephant and the buf
falo, are become very fcarce ; and not an oftrich nor a f pringbok 
is now to be found there. Thefe two animals, keeping gene
rally upon the plains, and avoiding the woods, were eafily 
enclofed by the numerous hunting parties, and deftroyed. The 
elephant and the buffalo fell alfo in the woods by the Haffagai, 
but more frequently by deep pits made in the ground acrofs the 
paths that led to their ufual haunts. In this manner they fome
times took the hippopotamus; hut the ufual gait of this animal, 
when not difturbed, is fo cautious and flow that he generally 
fmelt the fnare that was laid for him, and avoided it. The 
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more certain method of deftroying him was to watch at night 
behind a buili clof e to his path; and, as he paff ed, to wound him 
in the tendons of the knee-joint, by which he was immediately 
rendered lame and unable to efcape from the numerous Haffa
gais that afterwards affailed him. Numbers of this huge ani
mal ftill remain in all their large rivers ; indeed they feem not 
very folicitous about deftroying it. The tulks, though of the 
fineft ivory, are too fmall for the ufual purpofes to which they 
apply this article ; and they feem to have lefs reli{h for greafe 
than either the Hottentots or the colonifts. The fpoils of the 
chace are always beftowed upon their perfons. The tulks of 
the elephant furnifh them with ivory rings for the arm ; the 
leopard fupplies his £kin to ornament the front of the cloak ; 
and the {kin of the tyger-cat is ufed by the women as pocket
handkerchiefs. 

Befides the illicit trade that the Dutch farmers have carried 
on with this people, confifting of pieces of iron, copper, glafs
beads, and a few other trifling articles, given to them in ex
change for their cattle, the Kaffers have no kind of commerce 
with any other nation except their eaftern neighbours the Tam
bookies. In addition to the young girls which they purchafe 
from thefe people, they are fupplied by them with a f mall quan
tity of iron in exchange for cattle. It has been fuppofed that 
the Tambookies, and other nations farther to the eaftward, pof
feffed the art of obtaining iron from the ore; but it is much 
more probable that they are fupplied with it by the Portuguefe 
fettlers of Rio de la Goa, not far from which their country is 
fituated. The only metals known to the Kaffers are iron and 

copper; 
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copper; and their only medium of exchange, and the only 
article of commerce they poffefs, is their cattle. 

There are perhaps few nations, befides the Kaffers, that have 
not contrived to draw fome advantages from the poffeffion of 
a fea-coaft. They have no kind of fifhery whatfoever either 
with nets or boats. Whether they retain any remain& of fuper
ftition attached to fome of the various modifications through 
which the Mahometan, as well as the Chriftian, religion has 
undergone in its progrefs through different countries, that for
bids them the ufe of fi{h ; or whether their way of life has 
hitherto prevented them from thinking on the means of obtain
ing a livelihood from the waters, I cannot pretend to fay ; but 
they fcarcely know what kind of a creature a fifh is. The 
whole extent of their coaft, that is wafhed by the fea and inter
fecl:ed by the mouths of feveral large rivers, does not produce a 
fingle boat, nor canoe, nor any thing that refembles a floating 
veffel. The 1hort f pace of time, perhaps, which they have 
occupied that part of Africa they now inhabit, has not yet fuf
ficiently familiarized them to the nature of deep waters, to 
entruft themfelves upon a frail bark. 

cc llli robur et res triplex 
'' Circa pcflus erat, qui fragilcm truci 

" Commifit pelago ratem 
cc Primus"--

The Kaffers moft certainly are not the Aborigines of the 
fouthern angle of Africa. Surrounded on all fides by people 
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that differ from them in every point, in color, in features, in 
form, in dif pofition, in manners, and in language, it would be 
abfurd to confider them as indigenous to the f mall fpot they 
now poffefs. To fpeculate upon their origin, it might not per
haps be far from the mark to fuppofe them to have fprung from 
fame of the tribes of thofe wandering Arabs known by the 
name of Beduins. Thefe people are known to have penetrated 
into almoft every part of Africa. Much of the Arab features 
are vifible in the countenance of a KafFer ; and there is a ftrong 
refemblance in his way of life, his paftoral habits, his charac
ter, and treatment of ftrangers that may want his protection. 
Colonies of thefe people have found their way even to the 
iflands of South Africa, where more difficulties would occur 
than in a journey over land to the Cape of Good Hope. By 
tkirting the Red Sea, and turning to the fouthward along the 
fea-coaft, the great defert of fand that divides Africa into two 
parts is entirely avoided, and the paffage lies over a country 
habitable as far as is known in every part. 

Circumcifion of male children, that grand feature of Iflam
if m, is univerfally practifed among the KafFers, and is the only 
exterior mark that feems to remain of a religious or facred infti
tution. He confiders it, however, in the limited point of view 
of a duty owing to the memory of his anceftors, a prefcriptive 
cuftom handed down to him as an example he is bound to fol
low. He neither afcribes the practice of it to a principle of 
cleanlinefs, nor to any other caufe or motive, but contents him
felf by pleading ancient ufage. A circumcifor is a profeffion, 
and I believe the only one that exifts among the KafFers. The 
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time of performing the operation is generally at the age of 
eight or nine years. The people who follow the profeffion 
travel from village to village, cutting all the male children who 
may be of a proper age. During the time he remains in a village, 
which may be eight or ten days, to fee that his patients are 
doing well, he is feafted from houfe to houfe. 

To perform the operation of circumcifion nothing more is 
neceffary than a iliarp piece of iron in the form of the blade of 
a knife. The point of this is inf erted between the glans and 
the prepuce on the upper part, and the fldn laid open to the 
root where they unite ; from thence the inftrument is paffed 
down each fide to the frcxnum, clofe along the edge of which 
the whole prepuce is removed in two parts. After the opera
tion the boy adopts a f mall bag of leather which extends a little 
beyond the glans penis, and fits fufficiently tight to remain on 
without binding, though fome wear a belt to which the cover
ing is attached by a ftring. The projecting end of the purfe 
has a fmall lhank about an inch in length by which it may 
more conveniently be drawn off: this, with the rings, and 
beads, and other ornaments, conftitutes the whole of a KaJFer'a 
Cummer drefs. He wears nothing on his head, which is na
turally covered with the fame kind of curling hair as that of 
the Hottentot. This circumftance of thort hair iliould feem to 
operate againft the fuppofition of their Arabic origin ; but their 
intermixture with the Hottentots and other neighbouring 
nations along the coaft, would very fpeedily have produced 
it ; and when a twift is once got into the hair, in a warm cli
mate, it feema to increafe with every generation. The B'!Jlaards 
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here produced between an European and a Hottentot have 
ftrong curling hair, and are, except in color, very like the 
KafFers. 

So different arc the opinions and the feelings of different 
nations concerning religion, and fo difficult do the mofl civil
ized people find it to exprefs their notions clearly and coofift
ently of the " unknown God," that little fatisfal\:ory inform
ation can he collel\:ed on thofe points without a very familiar 
and extenfive knowledge of the language of the people among 
whom the inquiry is made, which was far from being the cafe 
in the prefent inftance. The king being aflted if they had any 
belief in a fupernatural power, and, if fo, what were their no
tions concerning it ? replied, that they believed in the exiftence 
of fome invifible power that fometimes brought good and fome
times evil upon them ; it was this power that caufed men to die 
fuddenly, or before they arrived at years of maturity; that 
raifed the wind, and made thunder and lightning to frighten, 
and fometimes, kill them ; that led the fun acrofs the world in 
the day, and the moon by night; and that made all thofe things 
which they could not underftand nor imitate. I then thewed 
him my watch; and from his great furprife it was clear he had 
never feen one before. On examining attentively the move
ments, and obferving that the motion was continued in his 
own hands, he looked at the furrounding fpel\:ators, and pro
nounced the word faegas, which was echoed back with a nod 
of the head from the whole crowd. Concerning this word the 
Hottentot interpreter could get no other information than that 
it was fome influence of the dead over the living in infligating 

and 
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and dire8.ing the actions of the latter. He called it a ghoft or 
fpirit, and faid it was the KafFer way of f wearing. It appeared 
that if a Kaffer f wore by a deceafed relation, his oath was con
fidered as inviolable. A promife was always held facred when 
a piece of metal was broken between the parties ; a practice not 
unlike the breaking of a fixpence between two parting lovers, 
fiill kept up in fome country places of England. That thefe 
people have not bewildered their imaginations fo far with me
taphyfical ideas of the immortality of the foul, as the more 
civilized part of mankind have given into, and that their no
tions have been little directed towards a future ftate of exift
ence, was clear from his replies to various que£Hons put to him 
on that fubjecl'. As little information was likely to be gained 
on fuch abftrufe points through the medium of a Hottentot 
interpreter, the converfation was turned to other fubjects lefs 
embarraffing, and fuch as came more immediately before the. 
foofes. 

Their fkiU in mulic is not above the level of that of the Hot
tentots. They have in fact no other inftruments except the 
two in ufe among the latter, and a fmall whiftle made of the 
bone of fome animal, and ufed fometimes for giving orders to 
their cattle when at a diftance. They feldom attempt to fing 
or to dance, and their performances of both are miferably bad. 
A Kaffer woman is only ferious when ilie dances, and at fuch 
times her eyes are conftantly fixed on the ground, and her 
whole body feems to be thrown into convulfive motions. 

A greater 
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A greater degree of amufement feema to be derived by the 
women from the practice of tatooing, or marking the body by 
railing the epidermis from the cuticle ; a cuftom that has been 
found to exift among moft of the uncivilized nations inhabit
ing warm countries, and which probably owes its origin to a 
total want of mental refources, and of the employment of time. 
By flightly irritating, it conveys to the body pleafurable fenfa-
tions. In Kaffer.Jand it has paffed into a general fa{hion. No 
woman is without a tatooed fkin ; and their ingenuity is 
chiefly exercifcd between the breafts and on the arms. 

The temperate manner of living among thefe people, their 
fimple diet and their duly-proportioned quantity of exercife, 
fubjetl: them to few complaints. A limited number of fimples 
compofe the difpenfary of all nations where phyfic is not a 
profeffion. The Kaffers make ufe of very few plants, and thefe 
chiefly in embrocations for f prains and bruifes. The mother 
of Gaika was fo foliciteus to procure from us a quantity of 
common falt, to be applied as a purgative, that 1he fent a per
fon to our waggons, fifteen miles diftant, for it. They are not 
fobjell: to any cutaneous difeafes. The fmall-pox was once 
brought among them by a veffel that was ftranded on their 
coaft, and carried off great numbers. The marks of this dif
order were apparent on the faces of many of the elder people. 
They have no fermented nor diftilled liquors to impair the con
ftitution. The only two intoxicating articles of which they 
have any knowledge are tobacco and hemp. The effell:s pro
duced from fmoaking the latter are faid to be fully as narcotic 
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as thofe of opium. In the ufe of this and of tobacco, the 
oriental cuftom of drawing the fmoke through water by means 
of the hookar, though in a rude manner, is ftill retained. The 
bowl of their earthen-ware pipe is attached to the end of a 
thick reed which ftands obliquely fixed into the fide of an 
elan1's horn. This horn being filled with water, the mouth is 
applied to the oppofite end to that near which the reed is fixed. 
The Hottentot differs very materially from the Kaffer in the 
conftrultion of his pipe. He reduces the fi:em to the length -
of two inches, that two fenfes may at the fame time receive the 
benefit and the gratification refulting from the practice of 
fmoking. 

Few are the dietetic plants cultivated by the Kaffers. The 
millet, called by botanifts the holcus forghum, and a very large 
fpecies of water-melon, feem to be their pri~cipal culinary 
plants. The zamia cycadis, a fpecies of palm, grows wild in 
almoft every part of the country, and is fometimes ufed, as a 
fubftitute for millet, to mix with milk as a kind of furmety. 
For this purpofe the pith of the thick ftem is buried in the 
ground for a month or five weeks, till it becomes foft and 
:Chort, fo as eafily to be reduced to a pulpy confiftence. They 
eat alfo the roots of the iris edulis, and feveral kinds of wild 
berries, and leguminous plants. 

Had the Kaffers been more generally employed in tilling the 
ground, they had probably before this arrived at a more com
petent knowledge of the general caufes by which the viciffi
tudes of the feafons are produced. At prefent they know'litt1e 
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more of allronomy than that in about thirty days the moon 
will have gone through all its different phafes ; and that in 
about twelve moons the fame feafons will return. Their only 
chronology is kept by the moon, and is regillered by notches 
in pieces of wood. It feldom extends beyond one generation 
till the old feries is cancelled, and Come great event, as the death 
of a favorite chief, or the gaining of a victory, ferves for a new 
;era. 

Not f11e fmalleft vellige of a written charall:er is to be traced 
among them ; but their language appears to be the remains of 
fomething far beyond that of any favage nation. In the enun• 
ciation it is foft, fluent, and harmonious ; has neither the mono
tonous mouthing of the favage, nor the nafal nor guttural 
founds that prevail in almoft all the European tongues. It is 
as different from that of the Hottentots as the latter is from the 
Engli£h. In a very few words, and thefe are generally proper 
names, they have ado_pted the palatial clacking of the tongue 
ufed by the Hottcntots. The mountains and rivers in the 
country, for inftance, ft.ill retain their Hottentot names; a pre
fumptive proof that the Kaffers were intruders upon this 
nation. It is fingular enough that the Kaffers, as well as the 
Hottentots, ihould have obtained a name that never belonged 
to them. The word Kaffer cou Id not be pronounced by one 
of that nation. They have no found of the letter R in their 
language. A Ko.ffray, among the Indians, is an infidel, a pa
gan, and was a general name applied by the early voyagers to 
thofe people, in whom they did not perceive any traits of a 
religious nature ; but the origin of the name of Hottentot 
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(eem, not yet to have been afcertained. The KafTers call them
felvea Koujfie, which word is pronounced by the Hottentots 
with a (lrong palatial ftroke of the tongue on the fir ft f yllable. 
I know not if the KafTer language bears any analogy to the 
Arabic ; but their word eliang for the fun has an oriental found 
for expreffing the fame idea. The following brief fpecimen of 
the Kaffer language, with the fynonimous words in that of the 
Hottcntots', may ferve to fhew how little refemblance they 
bear to each other. The hyphen, in the latter, exprelres the 
dental, and the circumflex the palatial, action of the tongue on 
thofe fyllables over which they are placed. 

KAFFEll. HOTTENTOT. 

The fun, Eliang, Surrie. 
The moon, lnyango, ki. 
The ftars, lmquemqueis, Koro. 
The earth, Umclabo, Koo. 
Air or light, Amaphoo, Kom. 
Fire, Leaw, Ei. 
Water, Amaanzee, Kam. 
Thunder, Ezoolo, hoonoo. 
Lightning, Leaw Ezoolo, hoonoo-ei. 
Wind, Oomoi, qua. 
Rain, lmphoola, Tookai. 
The Sea, Ooloanje, hurroo. 
A Man, Abaantoo, ~aina. 
A Woman, Omfaas, <~aifha. 
An Ox, lncabai, }\,fnoo. 
A Dog, Ecnja, Toona. 
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KAFFE R. HOTTENTOT. 

To-day, Emenie, Hafai. 
To-morrow, Gamtzo, ~atrie. 
One, Eenye, ~z. 
Two, Zimbeenie, Kam. 
Three, Zintate, .., 

gona. 
Four, Zeene, haka. 
Five, Zincano, gofe. 
Six, Zintantaat. 
Seven, Z. , 

mnone. 
Eight, Zintoamnayene. 
Nine, Tuamnumye. 
Ten, Leefhung. 
Eleven, Leefang-gay-ye. 
Twelve, Leefangbeenie. 
Twenty, Amafhoomomabeenie. 
Thirty, Amafhoomomatate. 
Forty, Ama£hoomoma:£eene. 
A Hundred, Ecoloo. 

The Kaffers differ alfo very materiaJly from all the neigh
bouring nations in their manner of difpofing of the dead. 
Funeral rites are befiowed only on the bodies of their chiefs, 
and on their children. The firfi are generally interred very 
deep in the kraals or places where their own oxen ufed to 
fia.nd at nights; and the bodies of infants are moft commonly 
depofited in the ant-hills that have been excavated by the 
myrmecophag:E or ant-eaters. The reft are expofed to be de
voured by wolves. As thefe animals drag them away imme-

diately 
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diately into their dens, the relations of the deceaft:d are in no 
danger of being fhocked or dif gufted with the fight of the 
mangled carcafe. A Kaffer, in confideration of this piece of 
fervice, holds the life of 'a wolf facred, at lea ft, he never endea
vours to deftroy it; the confequence of which is, that the 
country fwarms with them. Some author has afferted, that 
the cuftom of burning the dead was univerfal, tiH the practice 
of it, adopted as the moft prudent and convenient difpofal of 
an unpleafant object, became a fubject of oftentatious parade ; 
and the funeral pile having at length exhaufted the forefts, ne
ceffity obliged them to have recourfe to other means, fome to 
interment, others to expofure in high places to be devoured by 
crows and vultures. Had the Kaffers ever burned their dead 
in the country they now inhabit, they were under no neceffity 
of difcontinuing the practice for want of fuel, being in the 
midft of inexhauftible forefts. 

The bufinefs that had brought us to the Kaffer king being 
finifhed, our next ftep was to examine the mouth of the Keif
kamma, the magnitude and ftrength of the ftream being fo 
much fuperior to thofe of the Great-Fifh river, feeming to 
promife a confiderable opening at its union with the fea, 
there might, in all probability, be a bay or harbour. No part 
of the Kaffer coaft has ever been furveyed, nor indeed vifited, 
by any one who thought of placing it in a chart., Having, 
however, an untravelled and an uninhabited country to pafs, 
in order to arrive at our object, moft of the party thought fit 
to quit us, and to amufe thcmfelves with fhooting fea-cows in 
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the KeHkamma, whilft we turned off to the fouthward towards 
tbe fea-coaft. In the dulk of the evening we came to a fmall 
clear ftream, upon the bank of which we pitched our tent. It 
interfed:ed one of the moft beautiful parts of Africa that had 
yet faJlen under our obf ervation. The bold eaftern bank 
clothed with hanging-wood, and the extenfive meadows rifing 
gradually on the oppofite fide into fine fwella covered with 
grafs, and interrupted here and there by clumps of tall 
furubbery and ftraggling trees, gave to the country the appear
ance of a fuite of Englith parka or pleafure grounds. Along 
the river ftood a number of fmall villages and detached huts ; 
but they were entirely deferted. The land had evidently been 
under cultivation no long time paft. Fields of millet that had 
been confumed by the birds were ftill ftanding in regular rows. 
It appeared to be the bo/c,u forghum of Linnzus. Several 
large-water melons, of an infipid tafte, had planted themfelvea 
from the feed of the old ones that had decayed on the ground. 
Several implements of hufbandry, leeriu, and fmaJl wooden 
f padcs, were lying in the gardens ; and it appeared as if the 
inhabitants had been driven away in a hafty manner. 

Some fires being feen at no great diftance from the place of 
our encampment, and the dogs keeping a perpetual barking 
after it grew dark, we began to fuf peel: that our motions were 
watched by one of the parties, the Kaffer king, or the emigrant 
chiefs. In the courfe of the night, however, the diA:urbance 
made by the dogs was explained, from an lmmenfe troop of 
wolves attrad:cd by the fmell of an ox that had been killed the 
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preceding evening. Thefe creatures came in fucb a body as 
completely to cbace away the dogs, and to frighten all our 
people though armed with mufquets. 

Befides the common wolf and the domeftic dog, there are no 
fewer than five difiioll: f pecies of the canine tribe in Southern 
Africa that have paffed through my hands : three of thefe are 
called in the colony by the general name of jackal ; one the 
mefomtlas, an animal well known and very common in every 
part of the Cape; another, the aureu.s, which is fmaller than 
the firft, goes generally in troops, and is commonly met with 
in the Sneuwberg : the third is a f pecies of fox, as yet, I be
lieve, not defcribed; the color is grizzled, the ground cinerous 
blue mixed with filvery hairs; face, legs, and belly light
brown ; tail ftraight, grizzled, and bufhy; ears long, pointed, 
erell: ; face remarkably pointed ; the hair foft, and ref-embling 
fur ; in fiature it is confiderably lefs than the common fox. 
The other two go under the name of wolves ; one is the cro
euta, called the f potted wolf ; the other is an enormous beaft, 
and feldom met with except in the· remote parts of the colony : 
its fize is that of the largeft Newfoundland dog ; the color a 
pate fallow ; the hair of the neck and back long, thick, and 
clotted ; tail fuort and firaight; fhoulders, thighs, and legs 
marked with l~rge irregular black blotches : from its having 
only four toes on the fore-feet, it may probably be a variety of 
the common hy~na. 

The fmell of the carcafe prefently attratled a prodigious 
number of birds of prey, one of which, a fmall kite, entirely 
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browo, with a forked tail, was fo bold that it fuffered itfelf to 
be knocked down with flicks. J uft the reverfc was the cafe 
with a beautiful fmall hawk nine inches long, of a chocolate 
brown, with a triangular black f pot on each of the back fea
thers ; exterior fide of the wing feathers marked with femicir
cular ferruginous fpots paffing into white at the edges ; tail 
barred with alternate black and cinereous-blue ftripes; beak 
and nails of a livid color. A fpecies of crow in vaft numbers 

is generally found to attend birds of prey. It is uncommonly 
bold and ravenous, and all its habits are vulturine : the beak is 
ftronger and more crooked than that of the raven, and the 
upper mandible is carinated. One fex has a white lhield down 
the back only ; the other both on the back and the breaft. It 
is either a variety of the raven, or an undefcribed fpecies. Of 
other kinds of birds, there feemed to be few that are not com
monly met with in moft parts of the colony. Thru£hes and 
turtle-doves were the moft numerous. The former are known 
in the colony under the general name of .Jprew. A defcription 
of the different thru£hes of Africa would alone nearly fill a vo
lume, though not more than thirty fpecies appear to have been 
noticed, of which the niten.r, reflell:ing every £bade of azure, 
green, and purple, is the moft elegant, and one of the heft fing
ers. The only curious and rare bird that I obtained in the 
Kaffer country was the hucero.r Africanu.r, the African horn-

bill. 

In one day's journey from the Beeka we came to the mouth 
of the Keifkamma, near which the river was about the width 
of the Thames at W oolwich, frill, and apparently of great 
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depth ; but the entrance was guarded by a bar of fand, upon 
which the furf broke with great violence. On each fide of the 
mouth reefs of rocks ran out to a confiderable diil:ance ; and 
the wild and rocky coaft was without finuofities as far as the 
eye could reach. The mouth of the KeHkamma was found by 
obfervation to be in 33° 12' fouth latitude, and 28° 6' eaft 
longitude. 

The only kind of game that was met with near the fea-coaft 
was the harte-beeft, the riet-bok, and the ree-bok. Innume
rable traces of hippopotami were vifible along the bank of the 
river; but none of thefe animals made their appearance. 

The weather being remarkably fine, butterJlies and moths 
were Hying about in the greateft abundance. Of the latter, I 
noticed near fifty diftina f pecies that, in one evening, came 
upon the table in the tent, attraB:ed by the light of the candle. 
Entomologifts, employed .in making a collection of the phaurntZ, 
could not adopt a better plan than that of placing a tent with a 
light in it nar the fide of a wood. Some of the papilionu were 
very brilliant ; and there were, no doubt, among them many 
fpecies that could not be matched even in Mr. Drury's exten
five and valuable cabinet of foreign infects. I regretted the 
want of time and convenience to make a cotlection of the 
infeas of the country. 

Having recroifed the Great-Filh river, on our return we di
retl:ed our courfe acrofs a plain towards GraafF Reynet. On 
this plain was found, fome years ago, upon the furface of 
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the ground, a mafs of pure iron in a malleable ftate. Confi
dered as a great curiofity, it was carried from place to place, 
and is now in Cape Town. The mafs was entirely amorphous; 
exhibited no appearance of having ever been in a mine ; no 
matrix of any kind was adhering to it ; nor in the. cavities of 
its furface were any pebbles or marks of chryftallization. It 
was exceedingly tough, and the frall:ure more like that of lead 
than of iron. The weight of the mafs might be about three 
hundred pounds. A f pecimen of this iron being carried into 
England, fome time ago, by Colonel Prehn, it was fuppofed 
that this metal was to be met with in its native ftate at the 
Cape of Good Hope. Mineralogifts, however, are ftill in 
doubt whether iron, though the moft abundant of all metals, 
has yet been difcovered in a native ftate ; and whether thofc
maffes that have been found in Siberia, in Senegal, and a few 
other places, were not the produll:s of art, which, on fome 
occafion, or by accident, had been buried in the ground. The 
mafs in queftion exhibited evident marks of force having been 
ufed in order to flatten and to draw it out. It had probably 
been the thick part of a lhip's anchor, carried from the coaft to 
the place where it was found by the Kaffers, and attempted by 
them to be reduced into fmaller pieces. 

Travelling along the feet of the Rietherg before mentioned, 
on the northern fide, we palfed feveral fine clumps of foreft
trccs in the kloofs of the mountain, and among thefe obtained 
three new fpecies of timber foreign to the woods near Zwart 
Kop's bay. The face of the country was here particularly 
rugged ; the hills were compofed of fand-ftone, refting on 
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bafes of blue flate. In the perpendicular fide of one of thefe 
was oozing out a falt of various colors, fimilar to that defcribed 
and found near the falt lake of Zwart Kop's river. The upper 
part of the face of this hill confifted of large, regular, rhomboi
dal tablets, whofe projecting angles formed a kind of cornice 
to the face : thefe refied on a mafs of purple flate, crumbling 
into duft. The white veins of quartz that appeared to have 
once been liquid, and to have flowed through the flate in cur
ved feams, were now far advanced in their tranfitions into 
clay ; pieces of thefe veins were friable between the fingers ; 
feveral prifmatic quartz chryA:als were found in a corroded 
fiate, and evidently decompofing into the fame earth. The 
changes of quartz into clay are perceptible in all the mountains 
of Southern Africa. It fuould feem that this is the laft fiage 
of all the earthy bodies. Future difcovcries in chemiftry may 
perhaps demonftrate that the earths, now confidered as having 
different bafes, were originally formed of one, and are reducible 
to the fame ultimate principle ; or that they are convertible 
fubfiances. That expofure to, and combination with, the dif
ferent airs that float in the atmof phere, or with water impreg
nated by different materials, they become fubject to pafs into 
the nature of each other. 

Several detached pieces of hematite were found among the 
mafs of llate. Indeed there is fcarcely a mountain in Africa 
that does not produce iron ores; and ochres are every where 
found in the greatefi abundance. The fineft of thcfe are met 
with in the ftate of impalpable powders inclofed in cruftaceous 
coverings of a reddHh color, of the hardnefs and confifience of 
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baked earthen ware, fometimes in fingle nodules of an inch or 
two inches diameter, but more frequently in clufters of two, 
three, or four nodules, connected by necks which are alfo hol
low. In thefe ftones every ihade of color is faid to have been 
found, except the greens ; but the moft common are thofe of 
a pale yellow and chocolate brown. The country people know 
them by the name of paint-jlon11, becaufe the powders they 
contain, when mixed up with oil, make very good paint, with
out any fifting or further preparation. 

On the upper pa11 of the Bosjefman's river we received a 
vifit from the chief of the Ghonaquas, followed by the laft re
mains of this mixed tribe of Kaffer and Hottentot, confifting of 
about a dozen people. The predic\.ion of Vaillant concerning 
this horde has turned out but too-true. The name of Ghona
qua, like thofe of the numerous tribes of Hottentots now ex
tinct, is juft on the eve of oblivion. Driven out of their ancient 
potfeffions in the Zuure Veldt by the colonifts, they yet found 
an af ylum from the father of Gaika, in one of the moft fertile 
diftricts of his kingdom, watered by the river Kaap11a: here 
they were fuffered to remain in quiet till the late difturbances 
among the Kaffers, occafioned by the refufal of Zambie to yield 
to his nephew the power of the government. Unwilling to ad:, 
or undecided which part to take, they became a common 
enemy ; and thofe who remained in the country were- plun
dered and maffacred by both parties; whilft thofe who fled 
acrofs the Great-FHh river met with the fame treatment from 
the Dutch farmers of Bruyntjes Hoogte. Some fought refuge 
in the plains of Zuure Veldt, and were there plundered by the 
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emigrant KafFers. The laft remaining party, with theit chief 
at their head, had concealed themfelv.es among the thick cover 
of the Rietberg, where they had been furprifed by a party of 
{haggling KafFers who had put the greateft part of the horde to 
death, and carried ofF the whole of their cattle. It was the re
maining few who were left in this helplefs and deplorable ftate, 
that came to entreat we iliould lay before the Kaffer king their 
melancholy condition, r.equefting they might be reftored to his 
proted:ion. "Unluckily for them they had made their applica
tion too late ; and all that could now be done was to furnilh 
them with documents to that king, with a verbal meffage 
favorable to, their wilhes .. 

The chief K.aabas and· the gay Narina, who have furnithed 
fo long and fo eccentric an epifode in the page of a French 
gentleman's travels among thefe people, were no longer recol
leil:ed by them. The names even were totally unknown in 
their language. 

Notwitbftanding the friendly difpofitfon of the KafFer king 
towards the emigrant chiefs, we underfiood at this place they 
had pofitively refufed to pafs the Fith-river, withheld, no 
doubt, by the gang of outlaws before mentioned, on the banks 
of the 1'.arooka. To drive them over at that time with an 
armed force, to be fent from the Cape exprefsly for that pur
pofe, was deemed an unadvifable meafure ; but frefh difturb
ances among the foolifu people of Graaff Reynet having fince 
tendered it indifpenfibly neceffary to throw troops into that 
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diftrill, and the KafFera having been inftigated by promifes and 
prefents from the boors to enter into hofiilities againft the Bri
tHh troops, coercive meafures were found to be unavoidable in 
order to drive thefe people out of the colony, and break the con
neaion that fubfifted between them and the peafantry. The 
country is here fo clofe and unfavourable for regular troops to 
act, that a fmall party, with an officer at their head, were cut 
off by furprife. Once a numerous body of Kaffers made an 
attack, in the day-time, upon the camp in Zuure Veldt, where 
they knew the ammunition to have been lodged. For the fpace 
of an hour and half they ftood the fire of mufquetry and two 
three-pound field-pieces, and endeavoured feveral times to 
ftorm with fingle haffagais in their hands, the wooden fuafts 
being broken fhort off by the fockets. Several Dutch boors 
were among the party, firing mufquetry from behind the 
bullies. Being repulfed at length with great lofs, the boors 
thought. it heft to throw themfelves on mercy ; the Kaffers dif
appeared; and the vagabond Buys, the chief of the outlaws and 
promoter of all the difturbances, fled into Kaffer-land, f~r beyond 
the dominions of Gaika. 

In our way to the Drofdy we palfed over the fertile divifion 
of Bruyntjes Hoogte, notorious for the turbulent fpirit of its 
inhabitants, a fet of adventurers, chiefly foldiers or failors de
ferted or difcharged from the Dutch army and the Company's 
lhipping, who, having at this great diftance from the feat of 
government found a country that with little or no labor would 
fupply moft of their wants, thought themfelves independent of 
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all authority, and attempted even to diclate to that of the Cape, 
which indeed was weak and timid enough to fuffer their ex
ceffes to be committed with impunity. 

From Bruyntjes Hoogte we defcended to the Karoo plains of 
Camdeboo. Thefe plains are interfecl:ed by the Bly river, the 
Vogel river, the Platte river, and the Melk river, in their. paf
fage from the Sneuwberg into the Sondag river. Naked as the 
furface appeared to be, game of every fort was very plentiful, 
particularly f pringboks and the larger kinds of antelopes. Upon 
thof e parched plains are alfo found a great variety of f mall qua
drupeds that burrow in the ground, and which are known to 
the colonifta under the general name of meer-cat,. They are 
moftly of that genus of animals to which zoologifta have given 
the name of 'fliw"a. An eagle, making a ftoop at one of 
thefe, clofe where we were pafiing, miffed his prey ; and both 
fell a facrifice, one to the gun, the other to the dogs. They 
both happened to be undefcribed fpecies. Of the eagle, the 
bead, neck, back, and abdomen, were of a pale ferruginoua 
brown ; wings and tail fteel-blue, the latter faintly barred with 
fmall bands from the root to the middle ; the cera pale yellow ; 
beak and nails. black ; the feet entirely covered with downy fea
thers ; length two feet two inches. The viverra was wholly of 
a bright chefnut color; the tail thaded with black hairs, bulhy, 
ftraight, and white at the extremity ; ear& lliort and round ; on 
the fore feet five, and the hind feet four, toes ; the body and 
tail each one foot long. Others of this genus are the ,111!fti
liatte t:tzt, or zenii, of the SJ/lema Natur;e; the tigrina or tiger
cat ; the •eOivor• or rate/; and the cafra. In general thefc 
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animals are eafily domefticated. One fpecies, however, is very 
difficult, if not impoffible, to render tame. It refembles the 
f>tBorius or pol-cat of America, with this difl"erence only, that 
the latter has five parallel white lines along the back, and the 
African fpecies only four, that deverge from the fhoulder. 
When firft taken they fmell very firongly of mulk, which 
however fhortly wears off by confinement. There is alfo found 
in this ,part of the country a beautiful little ground-fquirrel, 
with a white ftripe on each fide from the fuoulder to the flank ; 
the body a dark chefnut color, about eight inches in length ; 
tail ten inches, grizzled, black, brown, and white. 

That e1egant bird, the Balearic crane, grru pavonina, was firft 
met with near the Melk river; and Guinea fowls were very 
abundant near every ftreamlet. Bee-eaters, merops apiqjler, 

with their beautiful plumage, and ctrthias, or creepers, with 
colors ftill more brilliant, were fluttering about in vaft numbers 
among the mimofas of the Sunday river, where are alfo many 
beautiful fpecies both of kingfithers and woodpeckers. The 
modeft garb of the co/ii, of which I met with three f pecies, 
formed a ftriking contraft with the gaudy plumage of the others. 
There are feveral fpecies of fwallows in the Cape, all migra
tory. One in particular, with a red-fpotted breaft, frequents 
the habitations of man, where it builds its neft. In many of 
the farm-houfes are fmall fhelves nailed againft the beams, ex
ptefsly for the f wallows ; and I have heard it affcrted very com
monly, that the fame birds return to their places for many 
years, and generally on the very fame day; a {hiking inftance 
that Nature is not more conftant in the organization of the 
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machine than in the effects that are intended to ref ult 
from it. 

The Sunday river was nearly dry, which gave our people 
an opportunity of taking plenty of turtle with great eafe. 
Thefe run generalJy about a. foot in diameter: the females are 
exceedingly prolific in eggs, and are by no means wanting in 
flavor. The river abounds alfo with lhort thick eels, that are 
very delicious. From the ford of the river to the Drofdy of 
Graaff Rey net is a very lhort diA:ance. \Ve arrived at this vil
lage on the 30th September, having made our long circuitous 
journey in lefs than two months. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Sletches on a journey into the Country of the Bosjefman1. 

THREE weeks had fcarcely elapfed, after our return from 
the Kaffer country, till we were ready for another expedition 
to the northward, acrofs the Sneuwberg or Snowy Mountains. 
In thefe mountains, and in the country immediately behind 
them, dwells a race of men, that, by their habits and manner 

of life, are j_~~~nti~!-~~---·!-~ the name of favage ;-a name, 
however, of which, it is greatly to be feared, they have been 
rendered more worthy by the conduct of the European fettlers. 
They are known in the colony by the name of Bosjefmans, or 
men of the bullies, from the concealed manner in which they 
make their approaches to kill and to plu_~~~r. They neither 
cultivate the ground nor breed cattle, but fubfift, in part, on 
the natural produce of their country, and make up the reft by 
depredations on the colonifts on one fide, and the neighbouring 
tribes of people that are more civilized than themfelves, on the 
other. Twenty years ago, it feems, they were lefs numerous 
and lefs ferocious than at the prefent day ; and their boldnefs 
and numbers are faid of late to have very much increafed. At 
one time they were pretty well kept under by regular expedi
tions of the peafantry againft them. Each divifion had its 
commandant, who was authorifed to raife a certain number of 

men, 

Digitized by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

men, and thefe were furnilhed by government with powder 
and ball. It was a fervice at all times taken with reluctance, 
efpecially by fuch as were leaft expofed to the attacks of the 
favages; and, during the late difturbances of Graaff Reynet, 
thefc expeditions met with confiderable interruptions. The 
people of Bruyntjes Hoogte were the firft who failed in raifing 
their proportion of men. Zuure Veldt was deferted, and Cam~ 
deboo and Zwart Ruggens became negligent and remifs. The 
people ofSneuwberg, lying neareft to the common enemy, were 
left to fuftain the whole brunt of the bufinefs; and had they 
not conducted themfelves with great fortitude, perfeverance, 
and addrefs, that valuable part of the colony, the nurfery of 
cattle, had now been abandoned. A whole divifion called the 
'Iarla, and a great part of another, the Sea-Cow river and 
Rhinofceros-berg, had been deferted, as well as a fmall part of 
Sneuwberg. There is, however, another caufe which, more 
than the interruption to the expeditions, has tended to increafe 
the ftrength and the boldnefs of thefe favagcs, and which, untefs 
removed, will in the end effect the utter ruin of this diftant 
part of the colony. The cafe is this: The government of the 
Cape, which feemed to have been as little acquainted with the 
temper and dif pofition of its diftant fubjects as with the geo
graphy of the country, formed all its refolutions, refpelling the 
Bosjefmans, on reprefentations made to it by the perfons imme
diately concerned. In confequence of thtfe reprefentations, it 
decreed that fuch of the Boajef mans as fhould be taken alive in 
the expeditions made againft them, were to be diftributed by 
lot among the commandant and his party, with whom they 
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were to remain in a fiate of fervitude during their lives. Such 
as have been taken very young and well treated, have turned 
out moft excellent fervants ; they have fhewn great talent, 
great activity, and great fidelity. An ppofite treatment has 
been productive of a contrary effetl: ; and the brutal conduct of 
moft of the Dutch farmers towards thofe in their employ has 
already been noticed. The poor Hottentot bears it with 
patience, or finks under it ; but on the temper and the turn 
of mind of the Bosjef mar. it has a very different effect. He 
takes the firft opportunity that offers of efcaping to his coun
trymen, and contrives frequently to carry off with him a muf
quet, and powder and balL With tales of cruelty he excites 
them to revenge ; he affifis them in their plans of attack ; tells 
them the ftrength of the whole, and of individuals; the num
ber of their cattle, and the advantages and the dangers that 
will occur in the attempt to carry them off; the manner in 
which expeditions are conducted againft them ; and, in fuort, 
every thing he knows refpecting the colonifis. Armed with 
mufquets and poifoned arrows, a party of thefe people was 
bold enough, a few days before we commenced our journey, 
to approach within four or five miles of the Drofdy, from 
whence they carried off feveral hundred 1heep. They were 
followed into a kloof of one of the mountains of Sneuwberg, 
where they remained in poffeffion of their plunder, laughing at 
their purfuers, and inviting them to approach and tafie a 
little of their own mutton. One of them 'ired a mufquet, 
and the ball grazing the hat of a peafant, caufed the purfuing 
party to make a precipitate retreat. 
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In order therefore to bring about a converfation with Come 
of the chiefs of this people ; to try if, by prefents and a lenient 
condua, they could be prevailed upon to quit their prefent 
wild and marauding way of life; at the fame time to fee 
the ftate of the colony, and the fituation of the inhabitants ; 
to inf pea: the boundaries, and to examine the nature of the 
country, a journey to the northward appeared indifpenfably 
neceffary. It promifed alfo much curiofity: ind as no Euro
pean traveller, except the two gentlemen mentioned in the 
introductory Chapter, had ever afcended the mountains of 
Snow, a great deal of novelty was to be expected from it. 

On the 20th of October we departed from the Drofdy, 
croffed the Sunday and its accompanying Karroo, and at the
diftance of ten miles north-weR:erly reached the foot of the 
mountains, within which a narrow defile of five miles in 
length, and a fteep afcent of three miles at the farther ex
tremity, led upon the extenfive plains, and among the fcat
tered mountains that compofe the Sneuwberg. From the 
plains of Camdeboo, the fronts of thefe mountains appear to 
be the moO. regular formed, though the moft confufedly 
placed, of any within the limits of the colony. The ftone 
ftratum that terminates their fummits is fo perfectly horizon
tal, and fo regularly fquared at the angles, that their vaft 
height and magnitude alone contradict the idea. of foppofing 
them to be lines of mafonry. 

It was on one of the plains that lie extended within thefe 
cluftera of mountains, where we encamped in the duik of the 
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evening. The wind blew freai. and the thermometer had de
fcended to forty-five degrees. On the preceding day, at Graaf£ 
Reynet, it ftood at eighty-five in the ihade till near fun-fer. 
and at feventy-fix during the night ; and in the courfe of this 
day's journey it was at eighty-three. The fudden change was 
probably occafioned, not fo much by the difference of eleva
tion, which in a Dutch manufcript journal is eftimated at 
4800 feet, as by the fudden evaporation of the moifture 
caufed by a heavy fall of rain that had here continued 
during the preceding day and night. An extraordinary de
creafe of temperature is always the confequence of continued 
rain in South Africa. 

The following day brought us to Waay Hoek, or Windy Cor
ner, the habitation of the late provifional landroft of GraafF 
Reynet, who had fignified an inclination to accompany us on 
the intended expedition. He had attended Governor Van 
Plettenberg on his journey northwards, and had fince been 
commandant for many years on expeditions againft the Bof
jefmans, which had given him an opportunity of being ac
quainted not only with the different parts within, but alfo with 
much of the country beyond, the limits of the colony. Hav
ing prepared himfelf for the journey, we remained with him 
only for the night ; and on the following morning fent forward 
the waggons, while we made an excurfion into the mountains 
on our left in fcarch of Bosjefmans. A large party of thefe 
people had carried off a number of cattle but two days before, 
and another was fuppofed to be ftill hovering about in thefe 
mountains. The places of their ufual haunts are eafily difco-
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verable, but generally very difficult of accefs, and not fafe to 
approach. The kloofs or chafma, wafhed by torrents of water 
rufhing down the fteep fides of the high ftratified mountains, 
frequently leave a fucceffion of caverns, of which the Bosjef
man choofes the higheft, as not only removing him farther 
from the danger of a furprife, but giving him alfo the com
mand of a greater extent of country. 

In one of thefe retreats were difcovered their recent traces. 
The fires were fcarcely extinguiihed, and the grafs on which 
they had flept was not yet withered. On the fmooth fides of 
the cavern were drawings of feveral animals that had been 
made from time to time by thefe favages. Many of them 
were caricatures ; but others were too well executed not to ar
reft attention. The different antelopes that were there deli
neated had each their chara£ter fo well difcriminated, that the 
originals, from whence the reprefentations had been taken, 
could, without any difficulty, be afcertained. Among the nu
merous animals that were drawn, was the figure of a zebra re
markably well done ; all the marks and characters of this- ani
mal were accurately reprefented, and the proportions were 
feemingly correct. The force and f pirit of drawings, given to 
them by bold touches judicioufly applied, and by the effect of 
light and ihadow, could not be expefled from favages ; but for 
accuracy of outline and correclnefs of the different parts, worfe 
drawings than that of the zebra have paffed through the engra
ver's hands. The materials with which they had been executed 
were charcoal, pipe-clay, and the different ochres. The ani
mals reprefented were zebras, qua-chas, gemfboks, fpringboks, 
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reeboks, elands, baboons, and oftriches, all of which, except 
the gem:lbok, are found upon the very fpot. Several crQfi'es, 
circles, points, and lines, were placed in a long rank as if in
tended to exprefs fome meaning ; but no other attempt ap
peared at the reprefentation of inanimate objell:s. In the 
courfe of travelling, l had frequently heard the peafantry 
mention the drawings in the mountains behind the Sneuwberg 
made by the Bosjefmans ; but I took it for granted they were 
caricatures only, fimilar to thofe on the doors and walls of 
uninhabited buildings, the works of idle boys ; and it was no 
difagreeable difappointment to find them very much the reverfe. 
Some of the drawings were known to be new; but many of 
them had been remembered from the firft fettlement of this 
paTt of the colony. 

A part of the upper furface of the cavern was covered with 
a thick coating of a black fubftance, that externally had the ap
pearance of pitch. In confiftence, tenacity, and color of a 
brownilh black, it refembled Spanilh liquorice. The fmell was 
fiightly bituminous, but faint, and rather offenfive. It flamed 
weakly in the candle, and gave out a thin brownilh fluid, but 
no fmell while burning ; the refiduum was a black coaly fub
ftance, two-thirds of the original bulk. The patch adhering to 
the rock was covered with myriads of very minute flies. In 
reaching up to it in order to cut off a f pecimen with my knife, 
the people called out to me to defift, alfuring me that if the 
fmalleft particle got into the eye the fight of it would be loft 
for ever ; that it was deadly poifon, and ufed by the Hotten
tots to fmear the points of their arrows. They all agreed in 
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the baneful qualities of this black matter, from having expe
rienced the fatal effel\:s of it on feveral of their companions, 
who had fufFered lingering deaths from wounds received with 
arrows poifoned by the /dip gift, or rock poifon. Not having 
as yet the opportunity of trying the deleterious quality of the 
fubftance, I cannot pretend to fay whether this account of the 
peafantry be ftril\:ly true. 

In the courfe of tbe day we arrived at the houfe of Kruger, 
the commandant of Sneuwberg, who kindly offered his fervices 
to be of our party, though he had but juft returned from an 
expedition againft the Bosjefmans. He had at this time with 
him in the houfe one of thefe wild men, with his two wives 
and a little child, which had come to him by lot, out of forty 
that had been taken prifoners. The man was only four feet 
five inches high, and his wives were ft.ill of a thorter ftature, 
one being four feet two, and the other four feet three inches. 
He reprefented to us the condition of his countrymen as truly 
deplorable. That for feveral months in the year, when the 
froft and fnow prevented them from making their excurfions 
againft the farmers, their fufFerings from cold and want of food 
were indefcribable : that they frequently beheld their wives 
and children perithing with hunger, without being able to give 
them any relief. The good fcafon even brought little allevia
tion to their mifery. They knew themfelves to be hated by 
all mankind, and that every nation around them was an enemy 
planning their deftrul\:ion. Not a breath of wind ruftled 
through the leaves, not a bird fcreamed, that were not fup
pofed to announce danger. Hunted thus like beafts of prey, 
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and ill-treated in the fervice of the farmers, he faid that they 
confidered themfelves driven to def peration. The burden of 
their fang was vengeance againft the Dutch. This little man 
was intended to have accompanied us; but as he feemed more 
inclined to abide by his wives, he was permitted to follow his 
uxorious inclinations. 

Proceeding to the northward, a curious but truly deplorable 
fpecl:acle prefented itfelf. It was a troop of locufts refting 
upon the ground. They covered a fpace of about one fquare 
mile in extent, fo completely that the furface appeared to the 
~ye, at a little diftance, to have been burnt and ftrewed over 
with brown allies. Not a fhrub nor blade of grafs was vifible. 
The waggons paifed direaly through them, before which they 
rofe up in a cloud that darkened the air on each fide. Defirous 
of feeing the whole troop on the wing, the Hottentots ran 
amongft them, and the horfes were made to gallop through 
them, but without fuccefs ; none but fuch as were immediately 
under the feet of the men and horfes rofe up. The peafantry 
affirm that they are not to be driven away unlefs the fignal for 
departure fhould be given from their commander in chief, one 
of which is fuppofed to accompany every troop. 

On the evening of the 23d, we encamped at the foot of a 
large mountain, remarkable for its pointed peak, and alfo from 
its detached fituation. It was feparated from all the circumja
cent mountains, on four fides, by as many large level meadows 
abundant in fprings of water. It forms one of the higheft 
points of South Africa. The waters flow from the f urround-
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ing meadows in every direction; a circumftance from which 
Colonel Gordon probably was induced to give it the name of 
the Compoji Mountain. On the fouth-eaA: tide is the fource of 
the Sunday river. On all the others are f prings whofe A:ream
lets unite at no great diA:ance from their fources, and flow 
directly to the north. The general furface of the country, on 
the northern fide of the mountain, is at leaft fifteen hundred 
feet above the fource of the Sunday river; and the height of 
the peak above this general furface was found, by trigonome
trical meafurement, to be alfo very nearly fifteen hundred feet. 

The rills of water that meandered through the meadows 
were covered with the common reed, and thefe were fre
quented with vaA: flocks of fmall birds, particularly with the 
/Qxia orix, called by EnglHh omithologifts the granadier, and 
by the French, the cardinal of the Cape of Good Hope. The 
male is remarkable for its gaudy plumage during the fpring 
and Cummer months : in thef e feafons the neck, breaft, back, 
upper and under part of the rump, are of a bright crimfon ; 
the throat and abdomen are gloff y black. During the other 
fix months it is ftripped of its gaudy attire, and adopts the 
modeft garb of the female, which is at all times that of a 
greyifh brown. They are gregarious, and build their neA:s in 
large focietics. Another remarkable bird we obferved in the 
reeds. This was the long-tailed finch, defcribed in the Syjlema 
Naturtr, as the loxia Cqffra, on the authority of Thunberg; 
and in the fame book, with more propriety, as the emberiza 

longicauda. The changes that this bird undergoes are ftill 
more extraordinary than thofe of the granadier. The black 
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feathers of its tail, which are fifteen inches long, while the 
body is barely five, are placed in vertical pofitions like thofe of 
the domeftic cock. The bounty of nature feems to have been 
extended to this bird to its difadvantage ; its tail, when on the 
wing, impeding, inftead of affifting, its flight. This long tail, 
however, endures but the feafon of love. In the winter it 
aff umes the fame as that of the female, 1hort, brown, and hori
zontal, and it can then By like other birds. The change of 
plumage, in many birds, from that of the male to the female, 
and the contrary, has led fome f peculative naturalifts to adopt 
an opinion that a change of f ex alfo actually takes place. This, 
however, is not the cafe with refpea to the two birds in quef
tion. The long-tailed finch appears to be one of thofe 
few of the feathered tribe that, in a ftate of nature, are found· 
to be polygamous. I have frequently feen from thirty to forty 
of their nefts together in one clump of reeds, but never more 
than two males at one place. The conftruaion of their nefts 
is very curious. Thefe are entirely compofed of green grafs 
neatly plaited into a round ball, and knotted faft between the 
ftems of two reeds. The entrance is through a tube w hofe 
orifice is on the under fide, next to the water. 

The termination of the Snowy mountains is about twelve 
miles to the north-eaftward of Compafsberg; and here a port 
or pafs througl1 them opens upon a plain extending to the 
northward, without a fwell, farther than the eye could com
mand. Eight miles beyond this pafs we encamped for the 
night, when the weather was more raw and cold than we had 
hitherto experienced on the Sneuwberg. The thick clouds 
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being at length diffipated by the fun, the Compafsberg ihewed 
itfelf white near the fummit with fnow. 

The divifion of Sneuwberg comprehends a great extent of 
country. The moment we had afcended from the plains be
hind GraafF Reynet to thofe more elevated of Sneuwberg, the 
difference of the face of the country and its natural produc
tions were remarkably fl:riking. One of the charaa:ers of the 
African mountains, as already has been noticed, is that of hav
ing one of their fides fteep and lofty, whilft the oppofite one 
gradually floped ofF in an inclined plane. The Compafsberg ia 
the laft to the northward that prefents a bold and high front 
to the foutbern horizon. Beyond this the northern afpea:s of 
the mountains are the higheft. 

It was an obfe"ation fufficiently ftriking, and which muft 
have occurred to every one who has been the leaft attentive to 
the mountains and rivers of South Africa, that the afcent of 
the former invariably increafes with the defcent of the latter; 
or, in other words, that the higheft fides of the mountains face 
that quarter towards which the rivers flow, whilft their flopiag 
fides are oppof ed to the ftreams. That fuch, indeed, are the 
appearances, which ought to prefent themfelves on the furface 
of every country of Neptunian origin, is conformable to what 
may every day be obfe"ed, on a fmall fcale, in the beds of 
rivers and moft water-courfes. The banks of earth or fand, 
that the current of waters has there depofited, have always 
their higheft points down the ftream. The reafon i& too 
obvious to require an explanation. The formation of fuch 

banks 

Digitized by Google 



TRAVELS IN 

banks in the beds of rivers fuppliea alfo another obfervation 
that is generally found to take place on the grand fcale. They 
continue to elongate at both extremities : the upper increafes 
by the diminution of the ftream, which it has divided and 
thrown on each fide, and the lower by the eddy caufed from 
the meeting again of this divided current. Analogous to this 
effect, the point of land between the confluence of two rivers 
has been obferved, by an able geographer, always to travel 
downwards towards the fea ; and the point of land that di
vides a river, to travel upwards towards the fource. 

The clufters of mountains that form what is ufually called 
the Sneuwberg, are compofed of fand-ftone lying nearly in 
horizontal ftrata ; few of them were obferved to have the 
quartzy fummits that prevailed in the great ranges near the 
Cape, and that of Zwarteberg ; but their bafes, like thefe, 
refted on blue fchiftus. The foil of the Sneuwberg was gene
rally clayey, frequently clodded together in indurated maffes 
that appeared greaf y to the eye, and fuch maffes contained a 
large portion of dark foliated mica. The plants that chiefly 
prevailed on the elevated parts were tufts of long grafs, fmall 
heathy 1hrubs, a beautiful mefembryanthemum with large 
clufters of fmall, bright, red flowers, and another that feemed 
to differ in nothing from the former, except in the color of the 
petals, which were white. Befides thefe were alfo a fmall 
diof ma, and two fpecies of the iris with tall fpikes of flowers, 
one blue, the other yellow. The lower parts of the plains 
were charmingly embroidered with almoft the whole tribe of 
f yngenefious plants. Of thefe were moft abundant various 
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fpecies of ar8oti1, othonna, dneraria, tyler, calendula, athanqfia, 
tanecetum, flnecio, and gnaphalium, all of them, at this time, in 
the height of their bloom. 

But that which moftly difcriminated the Sneuwberg from 
other parts of the country, was the total want of furubbery. 
For miles together thefe elevated plains produced not a ftick. 
We pafi"ed one kloof between two hills, in which ftood about a 
dozen fmall mimofas ; and nothing could more ftrongly have 
marked the fcarcity of bullies than the prodigious quantity of 
nefts that thefe contained, made by different { pecies of fmall 
birds, chiefly fparrows, finches, and grofsbeaks. They were 
fcattered over the branches as thickly as thofe of crows in a 
rookery ; and, what was ftill more remarkable, there ftood in 
the fame bufh, with fix or eight others, the neft of a hawk, 
containing two white eggs with fmall crimfon fpecks. The 
bird, on the wing, appeared to be brown and white, and was 
named by the peafantry the white falcon. The nefts of the 
fmall birds were moftly hedged round with thorns, and, like 
that of the magpie, had a cover built over them, and they were 
all entered through tubes or fmall holes. 

It is a remarkable fact that there are many perfons in Sneuw
berg who have never feen a tree. Even the commandant, 
who for many years had traverfed the whole country to the 
northward in expeditions againft the Bosjefmans, had never 
feen a wood till he came with us, on the prefent journey, into 
the KafFer country. Very few of the houfes have a ftick of 
any fort ftanding near them. The violent winds, more than 
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the intenfity of the cold, injure the growth of plants ; for oaks 
even, that in Europe bear almoft any degree of cold, will not 
grow on the Sneuwberg. 

The fuel ufed by the inhabitants 1s the dung of animals col
lelted in the places where their cattle are nightly pent up, to 
prevent their deftrucl:ion by wolves and other beafts of prey, 
and their depredation by Bosjef mans. In the fpring of the 
year this is dug out in long fquares, as turf is cut from the bog 
in the northern pa•rts of England ; thefe are f pread out to dry, 
and then, like turf, are piled up in flacks for the winter's con
fumption. At all the farm-houfes we paffed they were bufily 
employed in cutting or in flacking their fuel. 

The caufes that operate againft the growth of trees and 
fhrubs extend not to the gramineous plants. Grain of all 
kinds is fully as productive here as in the lower diftricl:s ; but 
the crops are generally a month, and fometimes two, later, 
which renders them liable to be caught in the feafon of thun
der that is exceedingly violent in thefe mountains, and almoft 
always attended by heavy lhowers of hail. The fineft crops 
have fometimcs been completely deftroyed by thefe in the 
courfe of half an hour. The returns, however, of this feafon 
being tolerably conftant, commencing generally with the new 
year, they can in moft years prevent the evil by an early feed
time. But there is a calamity of a different nature attending 
their crops, againft which there feems to be no remedy. This 
arifes from the multitudes of locufts with which they are occa
ftonally infefted. When thefe infell:s make their appearance, 
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not a fingle field of corn remains unconfumed by them. In 
the prefent year, I don't fuppofe that the whole of the Sneuw
berg will produce a fingle bulhel. In fuch years the inhabit
ants eat no bread ; they bear the evil with great patience, and 
confole themfelves by faying, that they muft make up for 
the lofs in this article by killing a double quantity of mutton. 
But the greateft of all the drawbacks on the profits of their 
farms is that occafioned by the depredations of the Bosjef mans. 
Their corn is cultivated merely for home confumption ; their 
cattle are reared for the market. All their care, and the con
ftant attendance of numerous Hottentots in their employ, are 
fometimes infufficient to prevent a furprife from thefe favages. 
An inhabitant of Sneuwberg has not only the continual appre
benfion of lofing his propeny, but he lives in a ftate of perpe
tual perfonal danger. Should he depan to the diftance of five 
hundred yards from his houfe, he is under the neceffity of car
rying a mufquet. He can neither plow, nor fow, nor reap, 
without his arms. If he would gather a few greens in the gar
den, he muft take his gun in his hand. To bear a life of fuch 
conftant dread and anxiety, a man muft be accuftomed to it 
from his infancy, and unacquainted with one that is better. 
Notwitbftanding this, Sneuwberg has its temptations. It may 
be confidered as the heft nurfery for fheep in the whole colony. 
They are here much fuperior to thofe of the other diftrias both 
in fize and condition. The tails of fome of them are not lefs 
than twenty pounds weight ; many run from twelve to fixteen 
pounds. A farmer here has feldom fewer than from three to 
four thoufand lheep. They derive no fort of benefit from the 
wool, which is fhort and harfh like hair. That this is owing 
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to the breed, and not to the climate, has been lliewn by the in
troduction of fome Spanifu £beep a few years ago, the wool of 
which is fuppofed to have improved by their continuance in 

• Africa : fpecimens of it fent to the Loadon market are faid to 
have fetched an unufual high price. Were one of Bakewell's 
rams introduced into the Sneuwberg, there can be little doubt 
that an excellent breed would be the confequence. 

The higher parts of the Sneuwberg are not better calculated 
for llieep than the plains are for horned cattle. The butter 
made here is fuppofed to be preferable to any other in the 
colony, and of courfe is much fought .after in the Cape, where 
it is brought in confiderable quantity, falted and put up in 
cafks. They reckon that on a moderately good farm fifty 
cows will produce a hundred pounds of butter a-week, befides 
bringing up the calves, which are alwaya fufFered to run with 
their mothers. The draught oxen are large, ftout, and gene
rally in good condition; and their horfes, though fmall, go 
through a great deal of hard fervice. In many parts they are 
very fubjetl: to the common difeafe of the country, which 
proves fatal to great numbers. This difeafe, however, is 
entirely local. At one farm they were never known to have 
it, whilft at another, not more than fix miles from it, they can
not fcarcely keep a horfe alive; a convincing proof of its being 
occafioned by certain plants whofe leaves, or Bowers, or fruits, 
potfefs a deleterious quality. The Bosjefmans are well aware 
of the time when the diftemper rages, and are then particu
larly bold and troublefome, knowing it to be impoffible for the 
farmers to purfue them. 

Such 

Digitized by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

Such are the advantages and the ca1amities of which the 
people of Sncuwberg are a1ternately.fufceptible. Senfible of the 
former, they bear the latter with much patience, and oppofe 
them with fortitude. They are a people that, in great mea
fure, feem to be apart from all the others. Not more different 
is the nature of the country than the temper and dif pofition of 
its inhabitants from thofe of the lower divifions of the diftritl. 
They are a peaceable, obliging, and orderly people ; a brave 
and hardy race of men. The conftant danger to which their 
perfons and their property are expofed will lefs admit a life of 
idlenefs and inaclivity; and it is not in the men alone that 
their dangerous fituation ha& called forth the aclive powers, 
but the women alfo evidently poffefs more animation, and lead 
a lefs fedentary and liftlefs life, than thofe of the lower divi .. 
fions. lnftances of great female fortitude have here occafion
ally been iliewn. The wife of one of our party having re
ceived intelligence, in the abfence of her hufband, that the Bof
jefmans had carried off a troop of their fheep, inftantly mounted 
her horfe, took a mufquet in her hand, and, accompanied by a 
fingle Hottentot, engaged the plunderers for fome time, put 
them to flight, and recovered every ilieep. 

With infinitely more drawbacks on the produce of their in
duftry than any of their countrymen experience, the anarchy 
that prevailed in Graaff Reynet produced no fort of difturb
ance among the people of Sneuwberg. They lent a material 
affiftance indeed to promote the meafures of government. The 
cnly grievance of which I ever heard them complain, and 
which appears to be a real inconvenience to all who inhabit 
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the remote parts of the colony, is a ridiculous and abfurd law 
ref pelting marriage ; and as it feems to have no foundation in 
reafon, and little in policy, except indeed, like the marriage
acts in other countries, it be intended as a check to population, 
it ought to be repealed. By this law the parties are both 
obliged to be prefent at the Cape, in order to anfwer certain 
interrogatories, and pafs the forms of office there, the chief 
intent of which is to fee that no improper marriages take 
place ; as if the commiffaries appointed to this office, at the 
diftance of five or fix hundred miles, iliould be better ac
quainted with the connexions and other circumftances regard
ing the parties, than the landroft, the clergyman, and the mem
bers of the council refiding upon the f pot. The ex pence of 
the journey to the young couple is greater than they frequently 
can well afford. For decency's fake they muft fet out in two 
waggons, though in the courfe of a month's journey, acrofs a 
defert country, it is faid they generally make one ferve, and 
that nine times out of ten the confummation of the marriage 
precedes the ceremony. This naturally produces another bad 
confequence. The poor girl, after the familiarities of a long 
journey, lies entirely at the mercy of the man, who, having 
fatisfied his curiofity or his paffion, fometimes deferts her at the 
end. Though in our own country a trip to Scotland be fome
times taken where obftacles at a nearer diftance could not 
fafely be furmounted, yet it would be confidered as a very 
ridiculous, as well as oppreffive law, that fhould oblige the 
parties intending to marry to go from the Land's End to Lon
don to effect that purpofe. The inhabitants of Graaff Reynet 
muft travel twice that diftance in order to be married. 

Almoft 
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Almoft all the people of the Snowy mountains, who were 
advanced in years, were fubjecl: to gravelly complaints, occa
fioned probably by the badnefs of the water, which at one fea
fon of the year is a muddy mixture of fnow and earth, and at 
the other ftrongly impregnated with falt. And not to the 
human fpecies alone are complaints of this nature here con
fined, but almoA: all animals, whether domeA:icated or in a ftate 
of nature, are found to have more or lefs of A:ones or malfes of 
fand formed in the bladder or ftomach. Large oval ftones are 
very commonly found in the ftomach of the fpringbok, and 
numbers of a fmaller fize in the eggs of oftriches, as has before 
been remarked. 

On the twenty-fifth we proceeded about twenty miles to the 
northward, over a flat furface of country, confiA:ing chiefly of 
meadow-ground, well watered by numerous f prings and fmall 
rills, but deA:itute of every appearance of a built or ilirub. On 
every fide were grazing a multitude of wild animals, as gnoos, 
and quachas, and hartebeefts, and fpringboks, in fuch large 
troops as in no part of the country had before been obferved. 
The place of our encampment was called Gordon' 1 Fonteyn, and 
near it ftood the laft ChriA:ian habitation, towards this quarter, 
in the colony. Being fituated fo near to the Bosjefmans, no 
fewer than four families were living together, as a better fecu
rity to each other againft the attacks of thefe people. 

Having underftood that beyond this place it would no 
longer be fafe to proceed without an armed force, the inhabit
ants of the Sneuwberg and its feveral divifions had been fum
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moned to meet us here, in order that the commandant might 
felelt as many as lliould be deemed fufficient to enable us to 
march through the country. He took fixteen farmers and 
eight armed Hottentots, which, with our own party and the 
other Hottentots employed as drivers and leaders, amounted 
all together to about fifty perfons. There were feven wag
gons, about a hundred oxen, and fifty horfes, befides a troop 
of fifty or fixty llieep for confumption on the journey. The 
people whom the commandant made choice of, were all young 
men, who, rel,1ctantly as at all times they take the fervice of 
the regular expeditions, feemed delighted on the prefent occa
fion, which they confidered in die light only of a party of 
pleafure. 

On the evening of the twenty-fixth we colletl:ed our forces 
at the commencement of the Sea-Cow river, which was about 
fix miles to the northward of the laft habitation. This river 
is formed from the collected branches that fall to the north
ward from the different parts of Sneuwberg, and from the 
Roode-berg, or Red mountain, which is in falt an arm of the 
former, ftretching to the northward. The Sea-Cow river, and 
indeed all the ft.reams that behind the Snowy mountains ran 
northerly, were remarkably diftinguifhed from thofe whofe 
currents took an oppofite direction, by having their banks 
covered with tall reeds, the arundo phragmites, and ddlitute of 
a {hrub or tree ; whereas the latter were always inclofed by mi
mofas, willows, and other tall arboreous plants. The northern 
rivers confifted generally of a chain of deep fiagnant pools con
nected by the beds of narrow channels that for the greateft part 
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of the year are entirdy dry. Some of the gaJs, or holes, of 
the Sea-Cow river were five or fix miles in length, and deep 
enough to have floated a line-of-battle ihip. They formerly 
contained vaft numbers of the animal from whence the river 
has borrowed its name; but the proximity of the colony, and 
the great convenience of hunting them in thefe pools, have 
been the means of deftroying them almoft entirely. Now and 
then a hippopotamus is ftill taken in fome of the holes of the 
river. 

The following day we paffed over plains that fwarmed with 
game. Purfuing the gnoos and different antelopes, we killed a 
prodigious large tyger-wolf, fuch as has been defcribed, two 
quachas, and a couple of fnakes of the fame fpecies, one five, 
the other near fix feet long ; their color was entirely a golden 
yellow ; they were very fierce, and made feveral attempts to 
fpring_ at the horfes. The peafantry confidered them as very 
venemous, and gave them the name of co6ra cape/la. 

Twenty miles farther to the northward brought us to that 
part of the river where Governor Van Plettenberg ended his 
travels towards this quarter ; and, in commemoration of the 
event, he caufed a ftone or 6aaken to be there ereel:ed, which 
he alfo intended ihould ferve as a point in the line of demarca. 
tion between the colony and the country of the Bosjefmans. 
Thefe people, however, had thrown down and broken in pieces 
the monument ; but the place retained the name of the Edel 
Httr'1 6aalten; and the large hole of the river, upon the bank of 
which it ftood, bore the name of Plettenberg. 

The 
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The baaken of the governor was lefs a fuhjecl: of curiofity 
than one that appeared on the oppofite hank of the river. This 
was a clump of about half a dozen large bullies, the firft that 
had occurred for as many days ; yet the rarity of fruitefcent 
plants would not have attraaed fo much notice, had it not been 
for the vaft number and fize of nefts with which they appeared 
to be loaded. Thefe were judged to be at lcaft fufficiently 
large for the vultures that were hovering in the air, or for the 
large blue cranes that fat by the river's fide near them. On ap
proaching the buihes, a numerous flock of birds, about the fize 
of the common lky-lark, Hfued from them. The farmers, 
though unacquainted with the nefts, immediately recognifed 
the bird to he the locuft-eater, and rejoiced not a little at its 
appearance fo near the colony. This fpecies of thruili is a 
migrating bird, and is only met with in places where the mi
grating locuft frequents. It had not been feen in the colony 
for the fpace of thirteen years ; that is to fay, fince the laft 
time that the locufts infefted the Sneuwberg. The head, 
breaft, and back, are of a pale cinereous color; the abdomen 
and rump white ; wings and tail black, the latter £hort and a 
little forked ; from the angle of the mouth a naked area of ful
phureous yellow extends under the eye and a little beyond it ; 
and two naked black £hire under the throat. The fpecific 
name of gryllivorus may with propriety be given to it, as its 
whole food feems to confifi: of the larvre of this infect, at leaft 
when they are to be obtained. Nature has feldom given a 
bane but fhe has accompanied it with an antidote; or, in other 
words, fhe has ordained that one half of the creation fhould 
deftroy and devour the other, that the conftant operations of 
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reproduc\:ion might be going on. The numbers of the grille
vori are not lefs aftonifhing than thofe of the locufts. Their 
nefts, that at a diftance appeared to be of fuch great magnitude, 
were found on examination to confift of a number of cells, 
each of which was a feparate neft with a tube that led into it 
through the fide. Of fuch cells each dump contained from fix 
to twenty ; and one roof of interwoven twigs covered the 
whole like that made by the magpie. Moft of them had young 
birds, generally five; the eggs were of a blueifu white with 
fmall, faint, reddi{h f pecks. Thefe birds had here taken up a 
temporary abode in a place where they were not likely, in a 
fuort fpace of time, to be under the neceffity of quitting for 
want of food. Of the innumerable multitudes of the incom
plete infec\:, or larva, of the locufts, that at this time infefted 
this part of Africa, no adequate idea could poffibly be con
ceived without having witneffed them. For the fpace of ten 
miles on each fide of the Sea-Cow river, and eighty or ninety 
miles in length, an area of fixteen or eighteen hundred fquare 
miles, the whole furface might literally be faid to be covered 
with them. The water of the river was fcarcely vifible on 
account of the dead carcafes that floated on the furface, 
drowned in the attempt to come at the reeds which grew in 
the water. They had devoured every green herb and every 
blade of grafs; and had it not been for the reeds, on which 
our cattle entirely fubfifted while we fkirted the banks· of the 
river, the journey muft have been difcontinued, at leaft in the 
line that had been propofed. The larv.r, as generally is the 
cafe in this clafs of nature, arc much more voracious than the 
perfell: infea ; nothing that is green feems to come amifs to 
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them. They are not, however, without a choice in their food. 
\Vhen they attack a field of corn juft ftruck into the ear, they 
fir{l mount to the fummit, and pick out every grain before 
they touch the leaves and the ftem. In fuch a ftate it is 
lamentable to fee the ruins of a fine field of corn. The infect 
feems conflantly to be in motion and to have fome objea in 
view. When on a march during the day it is utterly impoffible 
to ttirn the direll:ion of a troop, which is generally with the 
wind. The traces of their route over the country are very 
obvious for many weeks after they have paffed it, the furface 
appearing as if f wept by a broom, or as if a harrow had been 
drawn over it. Towards the fetting of the fun the march is 
difcontinued, when the troop divides into companies, which 
furround the fmall fhrubs, or tufts of grafs, or ant-hills, and in 
fuch thick patches that they appear like fo many fwarms of 
bees ; and in this manner they reO: till day-light. It is at fuch 
times as they are thus formed that the farmers have any chance 
of deftroying them, which they fometimes effea by driving 
among them a flock of two or three thoufand £beep. By the 
refileffnefs of thefe they are trampled to death. 

Luckily the vifits of this gregarious infell: are but periodical, 
otherwife the whole country muft inevitably be deferted, for 
they rcfl, as the prophet in Holy \Vrit hath faid, " upon all 
" thorns and upon all bullies." Even at this time the cattle 
in many parts of Sneuwberg are ftarving for want of food. 
The prefent year is the third of their continuance, and their 
increafe has far exceeded that of a geometrical progreffion 
whofe ratio is a million. For ten years preceding their prefent 
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vifit, they were entirely free from them. Their Jaft exit from 
the colony was rather fingular. All the full-grown infects 
were driven into the fea by a tempeftuous north-weft wind, 
and were afterwards caft upon the beach, where it is faid they 
formed a bank of three or four feet high, that extended from 
the mouth of the Bosjef man's river to that of the Becka, a 

diftance of near fifty Englifh miles ; and it is afferted, that 
when this mafs became putrid, and the wind was at fouth-eaft, 
the ftench was f enfibly felt in feveral parts of Sneuwberg. 
Fortunately they were driven thus to fea before they had 
depofited their eggs in the ground. The Jarvre at the fame 
time were emigrating to the northward. 1 he column paffed 
the houfes of two of our party, who alferted that it continued 
without any interruption for more than a month. The grylJi
vori in myriads were cJofe at their heels, and departed along 
with them, fince which, till the prefent year, not one of them 
was to be found in the country. 

Hunting excurfions had daily been made on the plains, at a 
diftance from the river, where game of aU forts were in the 
greateft abundance; but the chief ohjell: was the gnoo or wild 
heq/1, as it is called by the Dutch. Parties of five or fix had 
been out for two days, in order to procure one of thefe animals, 
but without fuccefs. On the third day we mufiered a com
pany of ten perfons, and after a very Jong chace contrived at 
length to hem in a troop confifiing of about fifty, out of 
which, at one volley, we fhot fix. This extraordinary ani
mal is the fwifteft beaft that ranges the plains of Africa. A 
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traveller has not always the opportunity of getting it into his 
poffeffion. The various defcriptions that have been given of 
it, all differing from each other, fhould feem to have been 
taken from report rather than from nature, notwithftanding 
that one10f them was for fome time in the menagerie of the 
Prince of Orange at the Hague. Nature, though regular and 
fyftematic in all her works, often puzzles and perplexes human 
fyflems, of which this animal affords an inftance. It partakes 
of the horfe, the ox, the ftag, and the antelope : the fhoulders, 
body, thighs, an<l mane, are equine; the bead completely bo
vine ; the tail partly one and partly the other, exacUy like that 
of the quacha ; the legs, from the knee-joints downwards, and 
the feet, are flender and elegant like thofe of the ftag, and it 
has the fahocular jinus that is common to moft, though not all, 
of the antelope tribe. Yet from this imperfect character it has 
been arranged, on the authority of Sparrman, in the SJ/lema 
Natur4, among the antelopes, to which of the four it has cer
tainly the leaft affinity. The Linnrean fyftem can be confi
dered only as the alphabet of nature, the characters of which 
cannot be too diftinctly marked ; of courfe, external appear
ances only fhould enter into it. Perhaps the introdull:ion of 
intermediate genera might without impropriety be adopted, to 
include fuch animals as are found to partake of more than one 
genus ; which would alfo point out the fine links that unite the 
grand chain of creation. The gnoo is a fecond time mentioned 
in the S;rf/ema Natur4, and-with more propriety, as a variety 
of the hos ct!/fer, or buffalo, under the name of elegan1 et parou1 
African us hos, & c. 
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Its head is about eighteen inches long ; the upper part com
pletely guarded by the rugged roots of the horns that f pread 
acrofs the forehead, having only a narrow channel between 
them that wears out with age, as in thofe of the buffalo ; the 
horns proj1:cl: forwards twelve inches, then turn in a iliort 
curve backwards ten inches ; from the root to the point is only 
nine inches ; down the middle of the face grows a ridge of 
black hair four inches in length ; and from the under lip to the 
throat another ridge fomewhat longer : the orbit of the eye is 
round, and furrounded by long white hairs that, like fo many 
radii, diverge and form a kind of ftar: this radiated eye gives 
to the animal a fierce and very uncommon look. The fame 
fort of white vitriffz are thinly dif perfed over the lips : the 
neck is little more than a foot long : on the upper part is a 
mane extending beyond the thoulders, erect, and five inches 
in length ; the hair like briftles, black in the middle and white 
on each fide ; this mane appears as if it had been cut and 
trimmed : a ridge of black hair fix inches long extends from 
the fore part of the cheft under the fore legs to the beginning 
of the abdomen : the body is about three feet two inches long ; 
the joints of the hip-bones project high, and form on the but
tocks a pair of hemif pheres : the tail is two feet long, flat near 
the root, where the hair grows only out of the fides; this is 
white, briftly, and bufhy: the whole length, from the point of 
the nofe to the end of the tail, feven feet ten inches, and the 
height three feet fix inches : the c.olor is that of a moufe, with 
a few ferruginous ftraggling hairs on the fides : like the mare it 
has only two teats ; and all its habits and its motions are equine :. 
though a fmall animal, it appears of very confiderable fize 
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when prancing over the plains. The gnoo might be confidered 
as an emblem of unbounded freedom with the means of fup
porting it. Strength, f wiftnefs, weapons of defence, a nice 
nofe, and a quick fight, it eminently poffeffes. No fuccefsful 
attempts have yet been made to tame it. The flelh is fo like 
that of an ox, both in appear.ance and tafte, that it is not to be 
diil:ingui£hed from it. 

The heavy lumpilh figure of the eland formed a great con
trail: with the elegant iliape of the gnoo. The former were not 
lefs numerous than the latter, and as eafily taken as the other 
was difficult. Of all the fpecies of antelopes in Southern Africa 
-this is by much the largeft and the moft aukward. The head, 
the thick neck, and dewlap of the male, the body, legs, and 
hoofs, are bovine. The horns and tail only indicate its affinity 
to the antelope tribe. Its habit, its gait, its fize, and general 
appearance, are thofe of the ox. T4e g1100 when wounded be
comes furious and turns upon his purfuer; and he is faid to be 
fo impatient of pain and danger, that, in order to put a fpeedy 
end to them, he will frequently fly to a pit of water and drown 
himfel£ The eland is altogether as mild and patient. On ac
count of the great eafe with which they are taken, the utility 
of their fle{h as food, and of their £kins for harnefs and traces, 
few of them now remain within the limits of the colony ; and 
in a few years the eland will in all probability be a rare ~eaft 
in the fouthern angle of Africa. The rude farmers who, like 
children, grafp only at the gratification of the moment, without 
any regard to futurity, are taking the heft means in the world 
to haften their extirpation. The bull, being much larger, fat-
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ter, and having a tougher hide, than the female, is always fe
lelted from the herd and hunted down; the confequence of 
which is, that numbers of herds are now met with confifting of 
females only. They are very fubjelt alfo to a cutaneous dif
eafe that makes great havoc among the bovine tribe. It is 
called by the farmers the brand/ jicktl, or burning difeafe. It 
generally makes its appearance among the cattle towards the end 
of the rainy feafon. The hair begins to fall off; the fkin is 
covered with fcurf and fcabs ; the joints become ftiff, and the 
animal languiihes, confumes, and dies. All the antelopes are 
more or lefs fubjel\: to it, but chiefly fo the gnoo, the hartebeeft, 
and the eland, thefe approaching neareft to the nature of the 
ox. The plains were {l:rewed with the fkeletons of thefe and 
other animals that had fallen by the difeafe. The eland of the 
Cape is the orea1 of the SJ/lema Naturte, and the Indian antelope 
of Pennant. The male of one we £hot meafured ten feet and 
a half in length, and fix feet and a half in height. 

Upon the plains of the Sea-Cow river were fpringboks in 
countlefs troops, hartebeefts, and bonteboks. The laft antelope 
is marked the fame as the flripta of the SJ/lema Naturt.e ; but 
the brown col or is darker and the animal confiderably f mailer 
than the bontebok of Zwelleodam. ~achas from fifty to a 
hundred in a troop were hourly feen. The fmaller kinds of 
game were alfo very plentiful. Hares were continually among 
the horfes' feet. Of this animal are four known f pecies in or 
near the colony ; the common hare, the Cape hare, the moun
tain hare, and the red-rumped hare. Of the laft, the exterior 
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part of the thighs and its long tail are of a deep chefnut color, 
and the ears are much iliorter than in the others. Cape par• 
tridgea and the Hamaaqua grous were equally plentiful. The 
latter is a gregarious bird, and was met with in large coveys 
near all the f prings of water. They were fo little intimidated 
at the approach of our people, that they fuffered themfelves to 
be knocked down with whips and flicks. A new fpecies of 
korhaen or buftard was feen here, that appeared to be fame
thing like the tetrix or French field-duck, but it was fo very 
wild and fcarce that not one of them could be iliot. The 
Egyptian black ihi1 (n~er,) and another fpecies of tan/a/us, 
called by the farmers the haddadas, were procured at this place. 
The latter uttered the moft horrid fcreams that can be imagined. 
The beak iil black ; the ridge of the upper mandible, and the 
upper part of the toes, red ; head, neck, and abdomen, cinereous 
blue ·; wing and tail feathers, deep violet blue ; back feathers 
green, edged with duflty brown; ihoulders and covering fea
thers -of the wings of a metallic luftre and iridefcent. The 
mountain goofe, the Egyptian goofc, and the mountain duck, 
were feen in confiderable numbers. The laft anf wers to the 
-defcription of the cana; but there is a miftake in giving the 
white head to the male, which is found only in the female. 
Sevcnl other aquatic birds were met with about the Sea-Cow 
river, attracted thither by the vaft quantities of fi{h that it con
tained. Of thefe a f pecies of cyprinus of a filvery col or was the 
moft common ; and we caught alfo a f pecies of filurus. The 
moft remarkable of the birds were the platalea leucorodia, or 
white fpoonbilJ, the great white pelican, and the flamingo. 

We 

Digitized by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

We faw alfo the common crane (grus), the Numidian crane 
('Virgo), and the heron (cinerea); the bald ibis (cafous), the 
Cape curlew, and the common coot. 

In the neighbourhood of fuch places as are moft frequented 
by gramenivorous animals, the carnivorous tribe are, as might 
naturally be expe6:ed, the moft abundant. The peafantry 
were, however, much furprifed that no more than one lion had 
been feen by the party among the reedy banks of the Sea-Cow 
river, a part of the country that has at all times been confidered 
as particularly infefted by them, and where they are alfo of a 
much larger fize and fiercer temper than thofe of the lower 
parts of the colony. The people of Sneuwberg are very great 
fufferers from their frequent vifits, particularly in their horfcs, 
an animal to the flelh of which the lion feems to give a decided 
preference. The farmers here have a kind of dog that is not 
afraid to attack a lion ; and it is faid that two of thefe together 
have been known to deftroy one. It is as large, but not fo 
ftrongly made, as the Newfoundland dog, of a dark cinereous 
brown, with black and ferruginous ftripes, a long ftraight tail, 
long pendulous ears, and f purious toes on the hind legs. Of 
tigers, as they are called in the colony, the peafantry dHl:inguilh 
two forts, the tiger of the mountains and the tiger of the plains. 
Of the firft, the upper part of the body and exterior part of the 
legs are of a fallow ground, with irregular black fpots, fome 
circular, fome lunated, and others ocellated; in fome parts 
diftincl:, in others running together in clufiers ; the fides, belly, 
and interior parts of the legs, a white ground with large black 
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circular f pots ; upper part of the tail fulvous, with oblong black 
fpots; under part barred acrofs with alternate black and white 
bands ; vibrilf:E or ftrong briftles about the mouth, filvery 
white; a black line along the fore part of the 1houlders to the 
cheft ; length from the nofe to the end of the tail feven feet 
four inches ; length of the tail two feet ten inches. The de
fcription anfwers very nearly to that of the leopard, of which I 
believe it to be a variety only. The tiger of the plains is evi
dently the fame fpecies, the only difference being in the fize, 
which is a little larger than that of the former, and in the color 
of the ground which is a little lighter, both of which probably 
may arife from local circumftances. To another fpecies of the 
feline tribe they give the name of leopard. It is not fo Jong, 
but thicker, taller, and much ftronger than thofe defcribed 
above : the col or is cinereous, with f mall black fpots ; the neck 
and temples covered with long crifp hair like that of the mane 
of the lion ; tail two feet, flat, vertical, fpotted half way from 
the root, and the other half annulated; a thick black line from 
the interior angle of the eye extends to the opening of the 
mouth. Of this f pecies we procured a young one ; it became 
inftantly tame, and as playful as the domeftic kitten. Moft 
beafts of prey, if taken young, may almoft inftantly be ren
dered tame. The fierce lion, or the tiger, is fooner reconciled 
to a ftate of domefiication than the timid antelope ; and the 
cadaverous crocuta, the wild dog, has lately been domefticated 
in the Sneuwberg, where it is now confidered as one of the befi: 
hunters after game, and as faithful and diligent as any of the 
common fort of domeftic dogs. 

Birds, 
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Birds, as well as beafts of prey, are attraa:ed to fuch places 
as abound with game. By the Sea-Cow river, vultures were 
more numerous than they had hitherto been feen in any part 
of the country. Of thefe were diftinguiilied three forts ; the 
large black condor, the percnopterus, or Egyptian facred vulture, 
and a third that feemed to differ from the. fecond only. in fize, 
being no more than two feet long. The female alfo of this 
bird, as well as that of the percnopterus, is diftinguilhed from 
the whitifu-colored male by its plumage of dulky brown. 
This fmall fpecies is called by the peafantry the white crow. 
The facred fcavenger of Egypt meets not here with that pro
te6:ion which was afforded it on the banks of the Nile, where, 
according to Herodotus, to deftroy it was a capital crime. 
The percnopterus is a gregarious bird. They fly in troops 
that feldom confifi: of fewer than fifty; and they are generally 
attended with two or three condors, as many of the fmall white 
kind, and a whole flock of the vulturine crow. An animal is 
no fooner £hot than they appear hovering at an immenfe height 
in the air, from whence they plunge down the moment that the 
carcaf e is left alone. 

Snakes of different forts were feen and killed daily, all of 
them, according to the Hottentots' information, more or lefs 
venemous. Thefe people are not unacquainted with feveral 
interefting particulars as to the nature and habits of the ani1J,1al, 
as well as the vegetable part of the creation. From one I 
learned a very extraordinary effell: produced by the applica
tion of the oil of tobacco to the mouth of a fnake. One of 
thefe reptiles, about two feet in length, and of a bluei{h color, 
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had coiled itfelf five or fix times round the body of a lizard. 
As I was endeavouring to fet at liberty the captive animal, one 
of the Hottentots took out with the point of a ftick, from the 
fuort ftem of his wooden tobacco pipe, a fmall quantity of a 
thick black matter which he called tobacco oil. This he ap
plied to the mouth of the fnake while darting out its tongue, as 
thefe creatures ufually do when enraged. The effect of the 
application was infiantaneous almoft as that of an electric 
ihock. With a convulfed motion, that was momentary, the 
fnake half untwified itfelf, and never ftirred more ; and the 
mufcles were fo contracted that the whole animal felt hard and 
rigid as if dried in the fun. The Hottentots confider the oil of 
tobacco among the moft al\ive of poifonous fubfiances ; but it 
is never applied to the points of their arrows, being probably of 
too volatile a nature to retain its deleterious quality for any 
length of time. 

Jn the courfe of our long hunting excurfions, feveral kraals, 
or dwelling-places _of Bosjefmans, had been feen, but all of 
them deferted ; and from many circumftances it was evident 
that mofi of them had recently been evacuated. Their inha
bitants, no doubt, had fled at the appearance of fo large a party 
of Europeans, which they could confider in no other light than 
that of an enemy. The commandant now announced to his 
people, that for a time all hunting parties mufi be fufpended, 
and that the fame regular order and obedience to commands 
ihould be obferved as in their ufual expeditions. He affured 
us that unlefs this plan was adopted we might pafs through the 
heart of the Bosjef mans' country without feeing a human 
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creature, as there was little doubt of their being already well 
apprifed of our approach. This in fact was the principal object 
of our prefent journey, that we might be eye-witneffes of the 
manner in which the farmers conducted their expeditions 
againft thefe miferable fet of beings. I thought it, however, a 
neceffary ftep to make a previous ftipulation with the com
mandant, that the extent of hoftilities againft thefe favages 
fhould be that of furrounding one of their kraals ; that after 
this had been done we lhould act only on the defenfive; and 
he was enjoined to deliver to his people a moft ferious charge 
not to fire a fingle lhot unlefs it lhould be found abfolutely ne
ceffary for their own perfonal fecurity ; for that the fole object 
of our journey was to bring about, if poffible, a converfation 
with fome of the chiefs of this people. On thefe conditions, a 
party, confifting of fix farmers and as many Hottentots, were 
ordered out after fun-fet to reconnoitre, with inftructions to 
examine well if any fires fhould appear on any of the hills by 
night ; to watch well, from fome concealed f pot, the plains by 
day ; and to make a circuit from eaft to north, not exceeding 
thirty miles from the prefent encampmtnt. If nothing lhould 
appear before the expiration of the third day, they were then 
to join us again at a certain fpot upon the banks of the river, 
to the northward. 

The following morning, at day-break, one of the fcouting 
party, attended by a Hottentot, returned with intelligence that . 
they had difcovered from a high hill feveral fires at the bottom •1 

of a narrow defile about twenty miles to the eaftward. In con-
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fequence of this information we remained ftill at our encamp
ment the whole day, and at night proceeded towards the place 
where the fires had been feen. Previous to this movement the 
colonifts prepared themfelves for the enterprife by finging three 
or four hymns out of William Sluiter, and drinking each a 
glafs of brandy. 

Travelling flowly along, and without noife, till about one 
o'clock, we halted the waggons, and, taking the other hymn 
and glafs of brandy, mounted horfe and advanced towards the 
hill, where the reft of the reconnoitring party lay concealed, in 
order to obferve the motions of the Bosjef mans. In a country 
where there is little variety of furface, where no beaten roads 
exift, and hill after hill occurs nearly alike, it would he no eafy 
matter for a ilranger to return upon the fame track for a conti
nuance of twenty or thirty miles which he had but once before 
gone over, and that in the night. A Dutch peafant, though 
fufficiently expert at this fort of fervice, always depends more 
upon his Hottentot than himfelf. The hill, however, that the 
reconnoitring party had chofen was fo very remarkable that it 
could not eafily be mifiaken. It ftood quite alone on the mid
dle of a plain ; was vifible for more than twenty miles from 
every point of the compafs ; prefented the form of a truncated 
cone from whatfoever fituation it was feen; and the third tier 
of fand-ftone ftrata that capped its fummit appeared as a maf.c; of 
mafonry, a fortification on an eminence that could not be lefs 
than a thoufand feet high. As a diftincl:ion we gave it the 
name of Tower-berg, becaufe this mountain, 
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" ••.•••••• above the reft, 
" In fhape and gefiure proudly eminent, 
" Stood like a tower." 

About two o'clock in the morning we joined the fcouting 
party at the bafe of this mountain. They and their horfes 
had been expofed the whole of the preceding day to the fcorch
ing rays of the fun, not having dared to move from the fpot 
left they fhould be difcovered and cut off by the Bosjefmans; 
and they had but juft returned from giving their horfes a little 
water, near fifteen miles off, in the Sea-Cow river. They gave 
information, that during the day vaft numbers of the favages 
had appeared upon the plain digging up roots : that they came 
from different quarters, and in fo many groupes that they con
cluded there muft be feveral hordes in the neigbbourhood of 
this f pot : that the neareft, which it was the intention to fur
prife, was within two or three miles. 

Having halted here a couple of hours, in order to arrive at 
the mouth of the defile, in which the kraal was fituated, juft 
at the firft dawn of day, the march was continued in folemn 
filence. As we entered the defile it was perceived that at the 
oppofite extremity a hill ftretched acrofs, admitting a pafs on 
either fide; the party therefore divided into three companies 
in order to poffefs all the paffes ; and they again clofed toge
ther flowly towards the hill, at the foot of which the horde 
was fuppofed to lie. A Hottentot, having afcended one of the 
heights, waved his hat as a fignal of difcovery, and then 
pointed to the fpot where the horde was fituated. We 
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inftantly fet off on full gallop, and in a moment found our
felves in the middle of the kraal. Day was but juft beginning 
to break ; and by the faint light I could difcover only a few 
ftraw-mats, bent each between two O:icks, into a femicircular 
form ; but our ears were ftunned with a horrid fcream like the 
war-hoop of favages; the lhrieking of women and the cries of 
children proceeded from every fide. I rode up with the com
mandant and another farmer, both of whom fired upon the 
kraal. I immediately exprelfed to the former my very great 
furprife that he, of all others, £hould have been the firft to 
break a condition which he had folemnly promifed to obferve, 
and that I had expected from him a very different kind of con
duct. " Good God !" he exclaimed, " have you not feen a 
" £bower of arrows falling among us?" I certainly had feen 
neither arrows nor people, but had heard enough to pierce the 
hardeft heart; and I peremptorily infifted that neither he nor 
any of his party £hould fu-e another lhot. In juftification of 
their conduct they began to fearch on the ground for the 
arrows, a fearch in which they were encouraged to continue, 
in order to give the poor wretches a little time to fcramble 
away among the detached fragments of rocks and the £hrub
bery that ftood on the fide of the heights. On their promifes 
I could place no fort of dependance, knowing that, like true 
f portf men when game was fprung, they could not withhold 
their fire. Of this I was prefently convinced by the report of 
a mufquet on the oppofite fide of the hill ; and, on riding 
round the point, I perceived a Bosjefman lying dead upon the 
ground. It appeared that as one of our party, who could fpeak 
their language, was endeavouring to prevail upon the favages 
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to come down from the heights, this Bosjefman had ftolen 
clofe to him behind a rock, and was taking deliberate .aim with 
his drawn bow, which another of the colonifts perceiving, 
levelled his mufquet and 1hot him dead. It had been hoped 
the affair would happily have been accompli1hed without the 
1hedding of human blood, and that the views of the expedition 
would have met with no interruption from an accident of fuch 
a nature. They foon perceived, however, that there was no 
attempt to purf ue them up the heights, which could eafily have 
been done ; but that on the contrary the party had laid down 
their arms and turned their horfes out to graze. Upon this, 
in a 1hort f pace of time, feveral little children came down upon 
the plain. Among thefe we diftributed fame bifcuits and other 
trifles, and then fufTered them to return: prefent1y afterwards 
the women and young girls, to the number of thirty or forty, 
came towards us, not wlthout fymptoms of fear. Thefe being 
treated in the fame manner, were fent back to defire their huf
bands would alfo come down in order to receive a prefent of 
tobacco. The men, however, had lefs confidence in the 
Chriftians than the women. They hovered a long time round 
the fummit of the hil1, doubting what ftep they 1hould take ; 
and the women had gone and returned, at leaft a dozen times, 
before they were able to prevail upon one man to defcend ; 
and when at laft he ventured to come down, he approached us ) 
half-laughing, __ ~-~J_f-cry!~g, .. Jrembled and acted juft like a 
frighte!led child. A large piece of tobacco was immediately • 

-given to him, 11nd he was fent back to his companions to let 
them know there was alfo a prefent for each of them. Three 
others muftered refolution to come down to us, but no more 
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chofe to venture themfelves. The manner indeed in which 
their village was attacked was certainly not calculated to infpire 

v them with much confidence. On the contrary, it was fo 
directly hoftile as perfectly to juftify their £hooting a volley of 
arrows among us, which was afterwards found to be the cafe, 
as the commandant had afferted. The conclufion of the bufi
nefs, however, muft have appeared to them very different from 
what, on former occafions, they had always experienced, when 
thofe who efcaped from immediate death were inceffantly pur-l fued and fired upon, and their wives and children feized and 
carried away into flavery. In this inftance they were well 
treated, and left at full liberty to remain with us or to depart. 
The women all ftaid behind ; but three of the men accompa• 
nied us to the waggons, where they continued for feveral days. 
We had wiihed to f peak with the captain or chief of the horde, 
but they aff ured us there was no fuch perfon ; that every one 
was mafter of his own family, and acted entirely without con
trol, being at liberty to remain with, or quit, the fociety as it 
might heft fuit them .. 

Little fatisfactory could be obtained from thofe who returned 
with us to the waggons. They infifted on their innocence, by 
afferting that their horde, fo long as they had compofed a part 
of it, had never committed depredations on the colonifts, but 
had always remained about the f pot we found them, where 
they fubfified by the chace, and upon the roots of the earth. 
Appearances certainly were much in their favor; no bones nor 
horns of animals were found near the horde ; no fkins but 
thofe of young elands, fpringboks, tigers, and jackals. One 

woman 
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woman in the whole party had a fingle lheep's flcin thrown 
over her lhoulders, which was very induftrioufly pointed out 
by the farmers as a proof of their having fuffered from this 
horde. 

Before the men were fent away from the waggons a large 
prefent was made to each of tobacco, beads, knives, flints, and 
fteels; and they were defired to tell all their countrymen they 
lhould happen to fee, that whenever they lhould defiA: from 
ftealing the cattle of the colonifis, and lhould come to any of 
the farm-houfes without bow and arrows, or other weapons, 
and fay they were in want, as many or more lheep lhould be 
given to them than they could poffibly obtain by plunder: that 
our prefent journey into their country was for no other inten
tion than to give them an opportunity of putting a final ftop to 
all expeditions againft them, if, by a change of conduct, they 
were inclined to avail themfelves of it ; and they were alf ured 
that not a fingle 1hot would have been fired upon their horde 
had they not firft difcharged their arrows upon the farmers. 
Having remained with us very contentedly for a few days, 
they returned to their kraal highly pleafed with the treatment 
they had met with, and with the prefents they had received. 

The horde or kraal confifted of five-and-twenty huts, each 
made of a f mall grafs-mat bent into a femicircle, and faftened 
down between two flicks; open before, but clofed behind with 
a fecond mat. They were about three feet high and four feet 
wide, and the ground in the middle was dug out like the neft 
of an oflrich ; a little grafs ftrewed in this hollow ferved as 
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their bed, in which they feemed to have Iain coiled round in 
the manner of fome quadrupeds. It appeared that it was 
cuftomary for the elderly men to have two wives, one old and 
paft child-bearing, and the other young; that no degree of 
confanguinity prevented a matrimonial connell:ion, except be
tween brothers and fifters, parents and children. One of thefe 
miferable huts ferved for a whole family. The population of 
the horde was calculated to amount to about a hundred and 
fifty perfons. They poffeff ed no fort of animals except dogs, 
which, unlike thofe of the Kaffers, were remarkably fat. They 
appeared to be of a fmall cur-kind, with long-pointed heads 
not unlike that of the common jackal. The high condition in 
which theie creatures were found feemed very difficult to be 
accounted for. They have neither milk nor animal food to eat. 
The only viands we found in the huts were a few fmall bul
bous roots, the eggs or larvre of white ants, and the dried larvre 
of locufts. The peafantry fay that tke dogs of Bosjefmans 
exift almoft wholly upon the laft article, the great plenty of 
which, in the prefent year, may account for the fatnefs of thefe 
animals. 

The • men were entirely naked, and rnoft of the women 
nearly fo. Their only covering was a belt of fpringbok's tk.in, 
with the part that was intended to hang before cut into long 
threads like thof e before mentioned to be worn by fome of the 
Hottentot women ; but the filaments were fo fmall and thin 
that they anf we red no fort of ufe as a covering ; nor indeed 
did the females, either old or young, feem to feel any fenfe of 
lhame in appearing before us naked. \Vhether in the con-
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fufion and hurry they had fcrambled among the rocks before 
they had time to adjuft this their only drefs, or whether they 
were indifferent about concealing any particular part of their 
bodies, their aprons happened to be very carelefsly put on. 
The fringed part of Come was hanging behind ; of others, on 
the exterior part of the thigh ; and Come had fallen down as 
low as the knee. Yet they were not entirely without Come 
notions of finery. A few had caps made of the flt ins of affes, 
in form not unlike helmets; and bits of copper, or 1hells, or 
beads, were hanging in the neck, fufpended from their little 
curling tufts of hair. All the men had the cartilege of the nofe 
bored, through which they wore a piece of wood or a porcu
pine's quill. 

Whether confidered as to their perfons, tum of mind, or ) 
way of life, the Bosjef mans are certainly a moft extraordinary 
race of people. In their perfons they are extremely diminu
tiv~ The talleft of the men meafured only four feet nine 
inches, and the talleft woman four feet four inches. About 
four feet fix inches is faid to be the middle fize of the men, 
and four feet that of the women. One of thefe that had feve-
ral children meafured only three feet nine inches. Their 
colo~, thei~ hair, an~ ___ t_h~ _general ~urn of their features, evi-
dentl denote a common ~rig!!l. with .. the lj_qtt~I_U.Ots, though 
the latter, in point of perfonal appearance, has the advantage 
by many degrees. The Bosjefmans, indeed, are amongft the 
uglieft of all human beings. The flat nofe, high cheek-bones, 
prominent chin, and concave vifage, partake much of the apeifu 
charat\er, which their keen eye, always in motion, tends not 
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to diminiili. The upper lid of this organ, as in that of the 
Chinefe, is rounded into the lower on the fide next the nofe, 
and forms not an angle, as is the cafe in the eye of an Euro
pean. It is perhaps from this circumftance that they arc 
known in the colony under the name of Cimezc, or Chinefe 

- - - - . ·-·-·· -·· 

Hottentots. Their bellies are uncommonly protuberant, and 
their backs hollow ; but their limbs feem to be in general well 
turned and proportioned. Their activity is incredibly great. 
The klip-fpringing antelope can fcarcely excel them in leaping 
from rock to rock ; and they are faid to be fo f wift, that, on 
rough ground, or up the fides of mountains, horfemen have no 
chance with them. And, as the means of increafing their 
fpeed in the chace, or when purfued by an enemy, the men 
had adopted a cuftom, which •was fufficiently remarkable, of 
pu{hing the tefticles to the upper part of the root of the penis, 
where they feemed to remain as firmly and conveniently as if 
placed there by nature. It is unneceffary to add, that fuch an 
operation muft neceffarily be performed :lt an early period of 

life. 

Curious as this cuftom appeared to be, it was lefs a fubjecl 
of remark than an extraordinary charaller that diftinguiihed 
the other fex from the women of moft nations. The well
known ftory of the Hottentot women poffeffing an unufual 
appendage to thofe parts that are feldom expofed to view, 
which belonged not to the fex in general, is perfellly true with 
regard to the Bosjefmans. The horde we had met with pof-

f feffed it to a woman ; and, without the leaft offence to mode
\ il'.y, there was no difficulty in fatisfying curiofity. It appeared 
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on examination to be an elongation of the nymphre, or interior 
labia, more or Jefs extended according to the age or habit of the 
perfon. In infancy it is jufl: apparent, and in general may be 
faid to increafe in length with age. The longeft that was mea
fured fomewhat exceeded five inches, which was in a fubjetl: of 
a middle age. Many were faid to have them much longer. 
Thefe protruded nymphre, collapfed and pendent, appear at 
firft view to belong to the other fex. Their color is that of 
livid blue, inclining to a reddifu tint, not unlike the excrefcence 
on the beak of a turkey, which indeed may ferve to convey a 
tolerable good idea of the whole appearance both as to color, 
fuape, and fhe. The interior lips or nymphre in European 
fubjects which are corrugated or plaited, lofe entirely that part 
of their character when brought out in the Hottentot, and be
come perfectly fmooth. Though in the latter frate they may 
poffefs none of thofe ftimulating qualities for which fome ana
tomifts have fuppofed Nature to have formed them, they have 
at leaft the advantage of ferving as a protetl:ion againft violence 
from the other fex, it feeming next to impoffible for a man to 
cohabit with one of thefe women without her confent, or even 
affiftance. 

Nature feetns to have ftudied how to make this pigmy race 
difgufting ; though a certain French traveller has thought fit 
to exculpate Nature on this point, by afferting the above-men
tioned conformation to be entirely the effetl: of art. The tefti
mony of the people themfelves, who have no other idea but 
that the whole human race is fo formed, is fufficient to contra
ditl: fuch a fuppofition ; but many other proofs might be 
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adduced to fhew that the affertion is without any foundation 
in truth. Numbers of Bosjefmans' women are now in the 
colony who were taken from their mothers when infants, and 
brought up by the farmers, who, from the day of their capti
vity, have never had any intercourfe whatfoever with their 
countrymen, nor know, except from report, to what tribe or 
nation they belong ; yet all thefe have the fame conformation 

, of the parts naturally, and without any forced means. The 
) ftory of their perpending pieces of ftone in order to draw down 
' the interior labia, is frill popular in Bruyntjes Hoogte, where 

the author above alluded to received it. It was here that he 
f pent the greateft part of his time with his Narina ; for at that 
time a tribe of Ghonaquas lay on a plain bordering on the 
Great-Fifh river. The vifit of this gentleman is frill very well 
remembered there, though he takes care to fupprefs any men
tion of the country being inhabited by colonifts, which, he 
fuppofed, would have diminifhed the intereft he intended to 
excite. It may be obferved that the people of Bruyntjes 
Hoogte know as little of the Bosjefmans as thefe do of the 
Englifu, the communication being pretty much the fame. 
The fame author fays it was from a Hottentot woman he made 
his drawing. If the print given in his book has been copied 
from that drawing, it fuould feem to have been a ftudy rather 
from his own imagination than from nature. 

The elongated nymphz are found in all Hottentot women, 
only they are fhorter in thofe of the colony, feldom exceeding 
three inches, and in many fubjecl:s appearing only as a pro
jecting orifice or elliptical tube of an inch, or lefs, in length. 

In 

Digitized by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 281 

In the ~it ce~fes~pear ; a proof that a connection 
with dtiferent nations counteracts the predifpofition to fuch a 
conformation. 

It is not, however, to the fouthern angle of Africa alone that 
the fame predifpofition for the elongation of the nymphz is 
confined. The phyfical caufes that tend to the produl\:ion of 
fo extraordinary an effect operated in parts of Egypt, fituated 
under the fame and oppofite parallels of latitude as the Hotten
tot country. It was here, however, confidered as a difeafe, an 
appearance fo deformed and difgufting, that thofe who were 
troubled with it were glad to undergo the violent pain of the 
actual cautery in order to get rid of it. 

The great curvature of the f pine inwards, and extended 
pofteriors, are characteriftic of the whole Hottentot race; but 
in fome of the f mall Bosjefmana they are carried to a moft 
extravagant dtgree. If the letter S be confidered as one ex
preffion of the line of beauty to which degrees of approxima
tion are admiffible, thefe women are entitled to the firft rank 
in point of form. A fellion of the body, from the breafl: to 
the knee, forms really the fhape of the above letter. The pro
jection of the pofterior part of the body, in one fubject, mea-J 
fured five inches and a half from a line touching the f pine. 
This protuberance confilled of fat, and, when the woman 
walked, had the moft ridiculous appearance imaginable, every 
ftep being accompanied with a quivering and tremulous mo
tioJ! as if two mafTes. of jelly were attached behind. 
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When we reflel\: on the Hottentot nation, which, with all 
its tribes, occupies, as it were, a point only on a great conti• 
nent; when we confider them as a people differing info extra
ordinary a manner from every other race of men upon it, or 
upon the face of the whole globe even, the natural formation of 
their perfons, their color, language,. manners, and way of life, 
being peculiar to themfelvcs, conjetl:ure is at a lofs to fuggeft 
from whence they could have derived their origin. Except 
in the extreme flatnefs of the nofe, and the 1hort brulhy hair, 
they approach nearefi: in color, and in the confi:rutl:ion of the . . . . . .. , -..,_ 
features, (to • the -~_!lin_efe_,.. how fingular foever it may feem to 

v" trac_e_ a_ FJc~_n_e_fs b~_~ween the mofi: civilized and ingenious, ~~d 
one of the low~(\: _of the human fpecies. If it be admitted, 
with feveral well-informed miffionaries, that the Egyptians and 
the Chinefe were originally the fame people, and the argu
ments are certainly fl:rong in favor of the fuppofition, notwith
ftanding the many learned and ingenious objections fl:ated by 

\i the philofopher of Berlin, there would be no difficulty in con-
~'). ceiving fome of the numerous tribes of people who inhabited 

the vicinity of the Nile to have found their way to the utmoft 
limit of the fame continent. Indeed, from all the ancient ac

( counts that have been preferved of the Egyptians and Ethio-
1 pians, it would appear that the real Hotten tots, or Bosjef mans, 
·were the people intended to be defcribed. In their general 
phyfical charatl:er they bear a fl:rong refemblance to the Pigmies 
and Troglodytes, two tribes who are faid to have dwelt in the 
neighbourhood of the Nile. The charal\:er drawn by Diodo
rus Siculus, of fome of the Ethiopian nations, agrees exatl:ly 
with that of the Bosjefmans. A fpecies of brutality is fl:atcd 
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by him to prevail in all their manners and cuftoms ; their 
voices were lhrill, diffonant, and fcarcely human ; their lan
guage almoft inarticulate ; and they wore no clothing. The 
Ethiopian foldiers, when called upon to defend them
felves, or to face an enemy, ftuck their poifoned arrows within 
a fillet bound round the head, which, projecl:ing like fo many 
rays, formed a kind of crown. The Bosjefmans do exacl:ly 
the fame thing ; and they place them in this manner for the 
double purpofe of expeditious {hooting, and of ftriking terror 
into the minds of their enemies. 

The whole of the Hottentot country, comprehending all the 
different tribes of this people, is limited to the thirty-fecond 
degree of latitude on the eaft coaft, and the twenty-fifth on the 
weft. Beyond the line, connell:ing thef e two points, the 
various Kaffer tribes occupy a broad belt quite acrofs the con
tinent ; and no two people can differ more than the Bosjef
rnans and the Kaffers, having no one agreement either in their 
phyfical or their moral charall:er. 

The Bosjefmans, though in every ref pell: a Hottentot, yet 
in his tum of mind differs very widely from thofe who live in 
the colony. In his difpofition he is lively and chearful ; in 
his perfon all:ive. His talents are far above mediocrity ; and, 
averfe to idlenefs, they are feldom without employment. Con
fined generally to their hovels by day, for fear of being fur
prifed and taken by the farmers, they fometimes dance on 
moon-light nights from the fetting to the riling of the fun. 
They are faid to be particularly joyful at the approach of the 
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firft thunder-ftorm after the winter, which they confider as fo 
infallible a token of the fummer having commenced, that they 
tear in piei:es their fltin-covcrings, throw them in the air, and 
dance for feveral fucceffive nights. The fmall circular trodden 
places around their huts indicated their fondnefs for this 
amufement. His chearfulnefs is the more extraordinary, as 
the morfd he procures to fupport exiftence is earned with 
danger and fatigue. He neither cultivates the ground nor 
breeds cattle ; and his country yields few natural produetions 
that ferve for food. The bulbs of the iris, and .. a few grami
neous roots of a bitter and pungent tafte, are all that the vege
table kingdom affords him. By the fearch of thefe the whole 
furface of the plains near the horde was fcratched. Another 
article of his food is the larvz of ants. Whether the foil of 
the graffy plains, near the Sea-Cow river, be too rich for the 
nature of thcfe infeas, or whether they are kept under by the 
Bosjefmans, I will not take upon me to fay; but an ant-hill, fo 
very common in moft parts of Africa, is here a rare objea 
Holes now and then occurred, over which the hills of the 
infect, demolilhed by this people, once had ftood ; but they 
were not very numerom~. A third article, the larvz of locufts, 
he can occafionally obtain without much trouble; but the pro
curing of the other muft coft him no fmall pains. 

Marks of their induftry appeared in every part of the coun
try, in their different plans of taking game: one was by mak
ing deep holes in the ground and covering them over with 
fticks and earth ; another by piling ftones on each other in 
rows, with openings or interruptions in fuch places as it was 
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intended the game thould pafs, and where the hunter could 
conveniently lie in ambufh to 1.1:rike the animals with his poi
foned fpears, or thoot them with his arrows. In this manner 
were lines continued acrofs the plains and mouths of defiles fot 
f everal miles. Sometimes, inftead of ft ones, were placed rows 
of fticks, with black oftrich feathers tied to the ends, as being 
more effectual in turning game towards the fpot where they 
withed them to pafs. 

When all thefe means of fubfiftence fail them, and they are 
certainly very precarious, they are driven to the neceffity of 
hazarding a toilfome and dangerous expedition of plunder into 
the colony. Such a mode of life naturally leads to habits of , 
cruelty. The difpofition of the Hottentot race is mild and ma
nageable in the higheft degree, and by gentle ufage may be 
moulded into any thape; but the treatment of the farmers to
wards them has been fo very flagitious, that their cruelty even 
admits of palliation. Though in the eye of political juftice it 
may be confidcred as a crime for a ftaning family, driven by 
imperious want to the neceffity of taking the property of an
other who has perhaps more than he can poffibly ufe, yet in 
the law of nature the offence is venial: but the Bosjefmans 
for their conduct have not only the plea of nature and huma
nity, but alfo that of retribution. They were driven out of 
their own country, their children feized and carried into 
flavery, by the people on whom they now commit their depre
dations, and on whom they naturally take every occafion of 
exercifing their revenge. But that their ftudied barbarity 
thould be extended to every living creature that appertains to 
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the farmers, indicates a very altered dif pofition from that of 
their nation at large. Should they feize a Hottentot guarding 
his mafier's caftle, not contented with putting him to imme
diate death, they torture him by every means of cruelty that 
their invention can frame, as drawing out his bowels, tearing 
off his nails, fcalping, and other acts equally favage. Even 
the poor animals they fieal are treated in a moft barbarous and 
unfeeling manner : driven up the fieep fides of mountains, 
they remain there without any kind of food or water till they 
are either killed for ufe, or drop for want of the means of fup
porting nature. 

The condition to which this people has been reduced has 
entirely fubdued that timid and pufillanimous mind which cha
racterizes the Hottentot. When a horde is furrounded by the 
farmers, and little chance is perceived by them of effecting an 
efcape, they will fight it out moil: furioufly fo long as a man 
!hall be left alive. It frequently happens on fuch occafions 
that a party will volunteer the forlorn hope, by throwing them
felves in the mid ft of the colonifts in order to create confufion, 
and to give to their countrymen, concealed among the rocks or 
in the long grafs, at the expence of their own lives, an oppor
tunity of exercifing more effectually their mortal weapons upon 
their enemies, and at the fame time to facilitate the efcape of 
their wives and children. 

Their plundering expeditions are conducred not without 
fyfiem. If, in carrying off their booty, they ihould chance to 
be purfued, they always divide; one party to drive away the 
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cattle, while the other continues to harafs the purfuers ; and, 
when the peafantry prove too many for them, they ftab and 
maim with poifoned weapons the whole herd. On all fuch 
plundering expeditions, they carry, in addition to their bows 
and arrows, lances that referable the Kaffers' haffagai, but of a 
much f mall er fize, and always dipt in poifon. Their bows are 
remarkably fmall ; and, in the hands of any one but of a Bof
jef man, would be entirely ufelefs. From the earlieft infancy 
they accuftom themfelves to the ufe of the bow. All the little 
boys who came to us at the kraal carried their bows and f mall 
quivers of arrows. A complete quiver contains about feventy 
or eighty, made like thofe of the Hottentot that have already 
been noticed ; and, in addition to thefe, a few fmall brulhes to 
lay on the poifon; pieces of iron, red ochre, leg-bones of 
oft.riches cut in lengths and rounded, and two little fticks of 
bard wood to produce fire : this is done by placing one hori
zontally on a piece of withered grafs, and whirling the other 
vertically between the hands, with the point acting in a hollow 
place made in the furf~ce of the former. In a few feconds of 
time the velocity and friction fet the grafs in a blaze. 

Miferable as the life of a Bosjef man appears to be, 1t 1s per
haps in reality not more fo than that of moft favage tribes. 
He has no iny_idious___objell-_ of comparifon to place again ft his 
condition. ~iverfat' equality' prevails in his horde. When v 

one feafts they ~all partake;-;nd when one hungers they all 
equally fuffer. " They take no thought for the morrow." 
They have no fort of management nor economy with regard 
to provifions. With them it is either a feaft or a famine. 
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When fuccefsful in bringing to the horde a herd of cattle, they 
flay them in fuch numbers that the kraal foon becomes a mafs 
of putrefaction, and the whole air tainted with the f mell. The 
number of vultures that are attracted by the remains of the 
dead carcafes are frequently the means of difcovering to the 
colonifts the kraals of Bosjefmans. Like thefe voracious birds, 
they are equally filthy and gluttonous. The three who accom
panied us to our waggons had a ilieep given to them about five 
in the evening, which was entirely confumed by them before 
the noon of the following day. They continued, however, to 
eat all night, without fleep and without intermiffion, till they 
had finiilied the whole animal. After this their lank bellies 
were diftended to fuch a degree that they looked Iefs like 
human creatures than before. Accuftomed to food of a fl:rong 
and pungent quality, fimple water feemed to have no reli{h for 
them : they prepared a beverage• that was exceffively difguft
ing : having cut the throat of the ilieep, they opened the belly 
to let the blood run among the entrails ; then cutting thefe 
with a knife, and pouring in a quantity of water, they fiirred 
up all together, and drank the naufeous mixture with an appe-
tite that fufficiently iliewed it to be fuited to their tafte. 

1 It did not appear that they were in the habit of applying 
unctuous fubftances to the body any farther than wiping their 
_greaf y hands on their £kin ; but the hair and faces of many of 
them had been rubbed with red ochre after the manner of the 
Kaffers, and a few had the face painted black, in the iliape of a 
mark : this they do with the kernel of a fmall nut burnt in the 
fire, The oil expreffed from this nut is confidered by them as 
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a preventive againft ftiffnefs in the joints, and by the colonifts 
as the heft application for rheumatic complaints. Indeed the 
oil bears a very ftrong refemblance to that called cajapoota, 
which has obtained a high character of being ufeful in the fame 
diforder. The Hottentot name of the plant is llai; and the nut 
refembles the feed of the tea-fhrub. 

The conftitutions nf this pigmy race are much ftronger, and ) 
their lives of longer duration, than thofe of the Hottentots. 
Many inftances of longevity are found among thofe who live 
with the peafantry. In every ficknefs, of what kind foever, it 
is ufual with them to take off the extreme joints of the fingers, 
beginning with the little finger of the left hand as the leaft ufe-
ful. This operation is performed under the idea that the dif
eafe will run out with the effufion of blood. 

It is cuftomary with them to inter their dead, and, like 
the Hottentots, to cover the graves with piles of ftones. Some 
of thefe were fo large, and on graffy plains where not a ftone 
was naturally to be found, that the amaffing of them together 
muft have occafioned a very confiderable degree of labor. 

The t~l!!P~r_ ~L~ __ _!~_osjefman__is_ wi~ely diffe~~n!_fr~J!l th~t.of 
a Hottentot who lives in the colon~ The latter, for a lire of 
indolenc~, would barte;-;ll that he poffeffed in the world ; a 
ft~te _ of _inactivity--.-.would be to the former intolerable. _'!"~~
~~s~of the mi_g_d, in _one, ~re lang~id, ~~~- ~H~~uJ~1-.b~ought ! 
into altio!1 ; in the other, t~ey _f ~~m capab_l~. qf .great. e~e.nLo.q! • -
Their mechanical fkill appeared in their arrows, which were 
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' 
MinHhed with great neatnefs ; in the bafkets placed in the rivers 

I! for the purpofe of taking fifh, ingenioufiy contrived, and very 
well executed ; in the mats of grafs, of which their huts were 

/ compofed ; and in their imitations of different animals, defigned 
I on the fmooth faces of the rocks. Being queftioned with re-

fpea to thefe drawings, it appeared that they were generally 
the work of a numerous tribe of their countrymen that lived a 
little to the northward, on the: other fide of a very large river. 

1 The nature of their language is the fame as that of the Hot
'tentots, though they are not able to underftand each other. 
In the latter, the all:ion of the tongue againft the roof of the 
mouth, or the teeth, is feldom ufed on more than one f yllable 
of a word. In the language of the Bosjefman, there is fcarcely 
a fyllable enunciated without it; and this aaion is performed 
by them much more forcibly than by the Hottentots. Not
withftanding the difficulty for an European to acquire fuch a 
language, feveral of the Sneuwbergers fpeak it as fluently as the 
natives, from their having been committed, in their infancy, 
to the care of Bosjefmans' nurfes. 

It were greatly to be wifued that the peafantry would fee the 
policy of putting an end to their expeditions againft this mifer
able people, and adopt in their place a lenient mode of treat
ment. They might not perhaps fucceed in reclaiming them at 
once from their rooted habits of life ; but their hatred towards 
the colonifts, which aims at their lives, might certainly be 
abated. The firft ftep towards it would be to abolHh the in
human prall:ice of carrying into captivity their women and 

children. 
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children. This, in faet, is the " lethalis arundo" that rankles 
in their breafts, and excites that fpirit of vengeance which they 
perpetually denounce againft the Chriftians. The condition of 
thofe who are made prifoners by the farmers is, in fact, much 
worf e than that of flavery ; for, not being transferable pro
perty, they have no claims upon their intercft. An attempt 
indeed was lately made at GraafF Reynet to induce the govern
ment to grant them leave to fell fuch Bosjefmans as fhould be 
taken prifoners, on condition of ten rixdollars being paid into 
the treafury for every fuch flave fold. This humane propofal, 
" made," as it is ftated in the records, " for the purpofe of 
" roofing the military ardor of the farmers, which of late was 
" obferved to have abated," was unanimoufly carried in the 
Council, but did not receive the fanction of the Government 
at the Cape. 

Forty years ago, it appears from living teftimony, the Bot: 
jefmans frequented the colony boldly and openly, begged, and 
ftole, and were troublefome, juft as the KafFers now are ; but 
they-never-ittempted the life of any one. They proceeded not 
to this extremity until the government had unwifely and un
juftly fuffered the peafantry to exercife an unlimited power 
over the lives of thofe who were taken prifoners. It failed, at 
the fame time, to fix any bounds to the extent of the expedi
tions made againft them, which certainly ought not to go be
yond the limits of the colony. Nothing could be more unwar
rantable, becaufe cruel and unjuft, than the attack made by our 
party upon the kraal ; and the only palliation it could admit of 
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is the confideration of the end it was meant to anfwer. The 
poor wretches were peaceably fleeping under their humble 
covering of mats, and in the heart of their own country, far 
removed from the boundary of the colony. The inroads of 
thefe favages would much more effecl:ually be checked by 
charging them boldly, whenever they fliould be known to have 
paffed the limits, but not to purfuc them into their own coun
try. This, however, would not anfwcr the object of the far
mer, which is that of procuring children. To attend his 
numerous flocks and herds, he muft have many people ; and 
Hottentots are now fo fcarce that a fufficient number is not to 
be had. Thef e, too, muft be paid wages ; but the poor Bosjef
man has nothing except his 1heep-1kin and his meat. The 
fatigues, however, that the peafantry undergo in their long 
expeditions againft them are fometimes very great. They are 
frequently, for many days together, without a drop of water, 
enduring hunger, want of reft, and the viciffitudes of heat and 
cold. Many fuffer from the wounds of poifoned arrows, 
which, if not mortal, frequently, by injudicious treatment, 
bring on lingering complaints of which they never recover. 
Some of them are prudent enough to carry with them cupping 
veffels to draw out the poifon, and fweet oil to wafh the 
wounds, and a quantity of vinegar to drink ; but the greateft 
part depend entirely on the application of the fnake-ftone, 
which has been noticed before to be only a piece of burnt 
bone. The Hottentots generally wafh their poifoned wounds 
with a mixture of urine and gunpowder; and it is obferved 
that thefe people feldom die except wounded very feverely. 

On 
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On the evening of the thirtieth we joined the waggons that 
had proceeded along the bank of the Sea-Cow river to that 
part where it paffed through an opening in a clufter of hills, 
which opening was called the fi,jl poor!. Here the late Colo
nel Gordon, who had proceeded beyond the Governor, met 
with an accident which alfo put an end to his journey : his 
horfe fell with him into one of the deep holes made by the 
Bosjefmans for taking fea-cows, and was ftaked. From the 
north fide of the Snowy mountains to thefe hills, there was 
fcarcely an inequality in the furface of the country. Here it 
began to be broken; and blue mountains appeared in the hori
zon to the northward. The following day we reached the 
fecond poort or pafs, through which alfo the Sea-Cow river 
bent its courfe. The hills now began to increafe very confi
derably in height, and their fummits were capped with a {lra
tum of fand-ftone. Tht:y wt:re alfo lengthened out into a con
tinued chain, fo as to prevent the poffibility of waggons paffing 
co the northward. 

Though none of the party had ever been beyond the 
entrance of the fecond poort, yet they willingly accepted the 
propofal of making a day's journey within it, following the 
courfe of the river as far as it might be praclicable or advifeable 
to proceed. The kloof we found to be in general fo very nar
row, and the river forpentized fo much from fide to fide, paffing 
clofe under the fteep rocky points, that we were obliged to pafs 
it a hundred times, and had almofi: abandoned the hope of mak
ing much progrefs, when we fell into a large beaten track made 
by the hippopotami or fea-cows. This carried us, without 
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further interruption, through reeds and fhrubhery, and thallow 
parts of the river, to the very end of the kloof, which we com
puted to be about fifteen miles from the entrance, where we 
had left our waggons. Here alfo was the termination of the 
Sea-Cow river; its tranquil waters formed a confluence with 
another river of prodigious fize, whofe rapid ftream rolled over 
the rocky bed a vaft volume of muddy water. The current of 
this river fet to the north-weftward. Though there had not 
been a cloud in the flty fince we left GraafF Reynet, very 
heavy rain mufi: have fallen in fome part of the country 
through which it flowed; for it was evident from the wreck 
of trees, and plants, and grafs, yet green, thrown up near the 
banks of the river, that the water had fubfided twelve or thir
teen feet. It was now, at this place, about four hundred yards 
in width, and very deep. The peafantty had no name for it 
but that of the Groot, or Great rivc:1 ; but from the magnitude 
and the dire£l:ion of the current, there could be no doubt of its 
being the fame which empties itfelf on the wefi:em coaft be
tween the two tribes of people called the Great and the Little 
Namaquas, and to which Colonel Gordon there gave the name 
of the Orange river. In point of fize, and bulk of water, all 
the rivers of the colony, taken colled:ively, would not be equal 
to it. 

The banks were fringed with the Karroo mimofa, the wil
low of Babylon, and the rhus 11iminali1. Vafi: numbers of the 
hippopotamus were fnorting and blowing in every part of the 
river, loud as the torrent that roared among the rocks. Under 
the thade of the trees, and on the reedy banks near the mouth 
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of the Sea-Cow river, were the beds where thefe enormous 
animals had been playing and rolling, on venturing forth from 
their watery abodes. The defcription that the author of the 
Book of Job has put into the mouth of the Almighty, of the 
behemoth, is poetic, grand, and figurative; and it is more than 
probable that the hippopotamus was the animal alluded to :
" Behold now behemoth which I made with thee ; he eateth 
" grafs as an ox : His bones are as ftrong pieces of brafs ; 
" his bones are like bars of iron: He lieth under the fhady 
" trees, in the covert of the reed and fens, The fhady trees 
" cover him with their fhadow ; the willows of the brook 
" compafs him about. Behold he drinketh up a river ; he 
" trufteth that he can draw up Jordan into his mouth. He 
" taketh it with his eyes; his nofe pierceth through fnares." 

In the rocky mountains of the long pafs, that brought us to 
the river, were great numbers of klip-fpringers and reeboks, 
and of a f pecies of monkey of a grizzled greenifh tint, with a 
ftraight tail, a third longer than the body, and black at the 
extremity; a horizontal white line acrofs the forehead, juft 
above the eyes ; cheeks bearded with whiti{h hair. But the 
grandeft objecl: that occurred in the kloof was a plant of the 
lilliaceous tribe, with undulate enfiform leaves ; the flower-ftalk 
was fix feet high, and an inch in diameter, fupporting an 
umbel that confifted of twenty to thirty flowrets; the petals 
on the outfide, ftriped with red and white, were within of a 
clear fnowy whitcnefs ; the antherz were bright crimfon. 

On 
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On returning to the waggons we direl\:ed our cour(e eaA:
erly, and rounded the mountains of the above-mentioned kloof, 
by which means we approached the Orange river, where, with 
an eafy current, it flowed through a level part of the country. 
\Ve foon found, however, that it was impoffible for the wag
gons to proceed far in this direl\:ion, and that in very few 
places they could be brought near the banks of the river. We 
therefore took to our horfes, and followed the windings of the 
river four days, in the hope of meeting with a ford where it 
might be paffed by the waggons. The firA: day the water had 
fubfided near two feet perpendicularly, and it continued to fall 
for three days ; but the fourth day put an end to our hopes of 
croffing, by a fudden f welling of the water to a greater height 
than when we had firA: approached it. The mountains alfo, 
among which it pulhed its current, began now to be fo rugged 
that the banks were feldom acceffible .even on horfeback. No
thing therefore remained for us but to return to the waggons, 
and abandoning the idea of penetrating farther to the north
ward, we contented ourf elves with flriking off in the oppofite 
direl\:ion towards the Kaffer country. 

The general breadth of this river, when free from inunda
tions, appeared to be about three hundred yards. In many 
places it extended to five hundred, and in others was contral\:ed 
to two hundred yards. The volume of water was immenfe, 
and, in the narrow parts, forced its way with great rapidity. 
Yet from this place to the embouchure on the weA:ern coaft, 
fuppofing it to be the Orange river, the diA:ance was not lefs 
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than five hundred mites. On each fide of the river, the furface 
of the country was naked and barren as the Karroo, and infi
nitely more difagreeab1e, being loofe fand ; but at the diftance 
of a couple of miles on the fouth fide, were plains well covered 
with herbage. In feveral places the inundations had extended 
beyond a mile from the river, as was apparent by the wreck of 
large trees, roots, fhrubs, and ridges of fand, lying in a long 
continued line. The elevation of the ground, at fuch points of 
inundation, could not be lefs than thirty to forty feet above the 
level of the river at its ordinary ftate. 

The Orange river, like the Nile, has its periodical inunda
tions, and, as well as that river, might be made by the help of 
canals, to fertilize a vaft extent of adjoining country. The 
Orange alfo has its cataralls. One of thefe made a prodi
gious roaring noife, not far from one of the places where we 
halted ; but it was not approachable without a great deal of 
fatigue and trouble. It is a remark that cannot fail to obtrude 
itfelf on every• traveller in Southern Africa, who may have at
tended to the accounts that have been given of the northern 
parts of the fame continent, that the analogy between them is 
very clofe. Egypt and the colony of the Cape lie under the 
fame parallels of latitude : they have the fame kind of climate, 
the fame foil, the fame faline waters: they both abound in 
natron ; and the fame plants and the fame animals are com
mon to both. Egypt, without the Nile, would be a defart wafte, 
producing only a few faline and fucculent plants like thofc of 
the Great Karroo, where rain full as feldom falls as in the for
mer country; and the fandy foil of the Cape, with the affiftance 
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of water, is as fertile as that of Egypt poffibly can be. The 
rains in the Abyffinian mountains generally begin in May, and 
caufe the inundations of the Nile to take place in June, conti
nuing to the month of September. The rains in the Great 
mountains beyond the KafTers and the Tambookies, along the 
feet of which the Orange river runs, collecting their tributary 
ftreams in its paffage, commence in November, and caufe the 
inundations to take place, towards the Namaqua country, in 
December, correfponding thus exactly with the former, both 
countries being nearly at the fame diftance from the equator, 
but on contrary fides. The fame fingular peculiarity has been 
obferved in the conformation of the Egyptian women that per
vades the whole of the Hottentot nation. That extraordinary 
animal the camelopardalis is faid to be an inhabitant of Ethio
pia, nearer to the Line than Egypt ; and it is firft met with in 
Southern Africa, beyond the Orange river, which is alfo nearer 
to the Line than any part of the colony of the Cape. Many 
other analogies might be drawn ; but thefe are more than fuffi
cient to eftablifh the opinion of a {hiking refemblance exifting 
between the two countries. 

The Orange river~ at this time, though far from being full, 
exhibited a very grand object ; but in its low ftate, when the 
water is clear, it muft be exceedingly beautiful. In the level 
parts of the country through which its fmooth and eaf y current 
ran over pebbly beds, thefe were compofed entirely of fiones 
that were not common, nor were many of them wanting 
either in being curious or beautiful. Among thefe were opals, 
carnelians, chalcedonies, and agates of every form and color, 
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figured, plain, and ftriped, zoned and ftalac\itical ; not thinly 
fcattered here and there, but in fuch quantities that, judging 
by thofe few banks which were uncovered with water, a wag
gon-load might be collecled in a few hours. Thefe beds con
fifted generally of round and oval pebbles, fome having a black 
ground, others light-brown, and others chocolate color. Thefe 
were inlaid with other fmall, white, quartzy pebbles, forming, 
on the fmooth furfaces of the former circles, ftripes, and irre
gular fpots and lines. They appeared to be of that defcription 
of aggregated ftones called, by fome French mineralogiil:s, va
riolites, and to which Mr. Kirwan has propofed to give the ge
neral name of porphyrites. The white parts grew as it were 
into the colored bafe, and adhered to it fo clofely as not to be 
eafily feparated. It is remarkable enough that this lhould be 
the only river in Southern Africa, at leaft between it and the 
Cape, in which ftones uf lhiis ualur~ ar~ found. According 
to the relations of Vaillant and Patterfon, the agates extend 
down the bed of the river as far as its mouth, on the weil:ern 
coaft ; but neither of thefe authors makes any mention of the 
f potted ftones which, had they been there, muft have obtruded 
themfelves on their notice, being no lefs fingular and beautiful 
than they were numerous ; whole banks were entirely com
pofed of them and the others above mentioned. They occur
red of all fizes, from a line to a foot in diameter, generally 
rounded and fmoothly polilhed by attrition in their paffage 
down the river. The rocky banks were maffes that apparently 
were compofed of clay and mica, containing alfo a confiderable 
portion of the oxyd of iron. The angles of thefe were likewife 
rounded off, and their furfaces worn fmooth by the ac\ion of 
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the current. From alternate expofure to water and the fun, 
they had contracted a gloffy black color, bearing a refemblance 
to black, glazed, earthen ware. The mountains that were con
tiguous to the river had generally their fummits of grey 
quartz; under this a ftratum of iron-ftone, then fand-ftone, 
and laftly flate. The ftrata were laid horizontally, or very 
nearly fo. 

The filhing-tackle of the Bosjef mans, lying in feveral places 
on the banks of the river, and in good order, fhewed plainly 
that many of them were in the neighbourhood, and had cer
tainly been difturbed in their occupation by our party. They 
confifted of bafkets made of ofiers, and the ftems of reeds alter
nately worked in: one being white, and the other dark-brown, 
gave them a very pretty appearance. The workman£hip was 
firm and neat, and the contriv:mc-P foffidf'ntly clever, being of 
the fame nature as thofe wicker-bafkets ufed in Europe for the 
like purpofe. We found alfo feveral harpoons of wood, fome 
pointed with bone, and fixed to ropes made apparently of fome 
fort of grafs. Deep holes were dug along the fide of the river 
in vaft numbers, and moft of them were covered over with fo 
much care that they were not eafi)y difcoverable, which made 
it dangerous to ride along the fea-cow paths. One of our 
horfes fell into a hole near nine feet deep, which, fortunately, 
had no ftake in it, otherwife he muft inevitably have been 
killed. 

In what part foever we approached the river, hippopotami 
were fnorting and playing in vaft numbers. Of thefe animals 
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our party killed four in one day. They were all very lean, a 
circumftance that was attributed to the locufts having devoured 
every green plant for a confiderable diftance from the banks of 
the river. A young one was taken out of the womb of a 
female, perfectly formed in every part except the teeth and 
tufks. Though now only feven inches long, the fame animal, 
if not deftroyed, would, in the courf e of time, moft probably 
have attained the enormous weight of three or four thoufand 
pounds. 

Near the end of the laft day's journey, along the banks of the 
river, was a wood of tall mimofas. The branches of thefe were 
loaded with many thoufands of the nefts of the locuft-eating 
thrufu ; and, not far from the fame place, we croff'ed the only 
troop of young locufts that had occurred in the vicinity of the 
river, the herbage, as was above noticed, being there already 
confumed. This troop covered a plot of ground at leaft a 
hundred yards in width and five miles in length. Its march 
was direll:ed towards the river, which it intended to crofs. 
Clofe to the water's edge thefe creatures were heaped together 
in clumps of five or fix inches deep. Myriads had already en
tered the water, and were carried down the ftream. 

On the fifth of December we left the river, and, turning ofF 
to the fouthward, travelled over a flat country of a ftrong clayey 
foil, well covered with fine grafs, but deftitutc of wood or 
bufhes, and ill fupplled with water. Springs here and there 
occurred ; and thefe were eafily difcovered by the patches of 
tall reeds that furrounded them. Elands and gnoos, hares and 
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partridges, were very plentiful, and none, except the fecond, 
difficult to procure. Moft of the antelope tribe may be neareft 
approached on the plains, about one or two o'clock, when the 
heat of the fun is greateft, either from their being then in a 
ftate of languor, or from their eyes being dazzled by the ftrong 
light, which renders them incapable of judging of diftances. 
The thermometer ftood at 88° in the ihade, about the middle 
of the day. For eight or ten days paft its greateft height had 
been 84°. The weather almoft conftantly calm, with a cloud
lefs iky. 

The following day, after ten hours travelling direc\:ly fouth, 
over a level country, brought us to the higheft ridge of moun
tains that run acrofs the fouthem angle of Africa. It might be 
confidered as a continuation of the Compafs-berg before no
ticed, though there are feveral interruptions in the interjacent 
chain. At this part it had the name of Zuure-berg, or the 
Sour Mountain. The waters that ilf ue from its fides run in 
oppofite direc\:ions. Thofe that take a northerly courfe fall 
into the Orange rlver ; and the united fireamlets, .flowing to 
the fouthward, become at length the Great Fiih river which 
divides the ~olony from the Kaffer country. 

Early on the morning of the feventh, in confequence of 
one of the party having alferted that fome years ago he had 
met with the drawing of an unicorn in a kloof of the Zuure
berg, we. fet out upon an excurfion acrofs this mountain. 
Paintings we found, in feveral places, of a variety of animals, 
but none which bore the leaft refemblance to a quadruped with 
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a fingle horn. Many of the peafantry had frequently aff ured 
me that unicorns were commonly found defigned among the 
reft ; but none of them as yet had been able to point out to me 
the drawing of fuch an animal, though we had vifited feveral 
caverns in the Bosjefmans country for that purpofe. If, how
ever, we were difappointed in not finding the objea that had 
been the occafion of the cxcurfion, we were amply repaid for 
the inconvenience and fatigue of eight hours' expofure to the 
fcorching rays of an unclouded fun, by a variety of other inte
refting fubjecl:s that were conftantly occurring. In no part of 
the journey had been found fuch an affemblage of rare plants 
as grew on the fides of the Zuure-berg. The number and 
great variety of the geranium family, efpecially of that genus 
which, by a late botanical arrangement, has been named pelar
gonium, were truly aftonHhing. The xeranthemum falgidum 
with its brilliant yellow Bowers, and the ftill more fhewy JJ,e
ciof!lfimum, were equally numerous; not lefs fo many fpecies 
of the everlafting 'gnaphalium. Two fpecies of that very fin
gular and beautiful plant the difa, found alfo on Table moun
tain, decorated the margins of the fprings upon the Zuure-berg. 
At the feet of the mountain, we procured one of the moft beau
tiful, and alfo one of the moft difgufting quadrupeds that are 
perhaps to be found in the whole creation. The firft, it would 
almoft be unneceffary to add, was the zebra, which we fhot in 
a troop confifting of fix ; and the latter was the bofch varke, or 
wild hog of Africa, defcribed in the SJ/lema Naturte under the 
name of fas Etbiopicus. This creature is not more ugly than 
it is vicious and cunning. The long ivory fangs that, like 
horns, project: from its mouth, and bend upwards, make it dan-
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gerous to be approached, whilft its little eyes, placed near the 
top of its fquare forehead, and the flelhy bags hanging from 
each cheek like an additional pair of ears, gave it a very 
hideous and frightful appearance. A great variety of lizards 
were obferved, and one in particular, in the agonies of death, 
reflected tranfient iliades of colors that were remarkably beauti
ful. The permanent ones were cerulean blue and green, with 
a line down the back of dark-blue and yellow f pots ; tail 
marked with waved lines orange and ferruginous ; body muri
cated, eight inches long. Another f pecies, about a foot in 
length, was entirely of a brilliant yellow. Cameleons were 
alfo plentiful, particularly of the fmall fpecies peculiar to the 
Cape, the pumi/a of the Syjlema Naturt:e. This reptile is fup
pofed to be always found of the fame color with the body on 
which it may happen to reft. Though in general this, per
haps, may be the cafe, yet the rule does not always hold good. 
I have feen it remain black for many minutes, c.,n a white 
ground, and white when placed upon a black hat. Previous to 
its affuming a change of color, it makes a long infpiration, the 
body fwelling out to twice its ufual fize; and, as this inflation 
fubfides, the change of color gradually takes place. The only 
permanent marks are two fmall dark lines paffing along the 
fides. The cameleons are characterized from the refi: of the 
lizard tribe by their perching on the extremities of the 
branches of ilirubby plants, from whence, holding themfelves 
faft by their prehenfile tails, with outftretched tongue they 
catch the paffing flies. Hence feems to have originated the 
idea that this clafs of reptiles lived upon air. 
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The zebra that had been !hot was left at the foot of the hill 
until our return, when it was the intention to have taken off 
the fkin. We had not been abfent from it more than an hour, 
in which fpace of time it had been completely evifcerated by a 
troop of vultures, confifting of the condor, the percnopterus, 
white crow, and the vulturine crow; yet in no part of the 
body was the fkin broken, except that the hole in the neck, 
where the ball had entered, was a little enlarged. Out of this 
hole a great. part of the entrails had been drawn. The animal 
was a female, and its full-grown foal had been dragged by the 

• vultures more than half out of the vagina. It feems that the 
facred bird of Egypt is a kind of caterer to the condor, and is 
employed in drawing the carcafes of animals, whilft the other 
fits by " to prey on garbage." 

In the evening we reached a farm-houfe, fituated on the fitirts 
of the colony, in the divifion of the Sea-Cow river and the 
Rhinofceros-berg, where, after a very long day's journey, our 
waggons alfo arrived. In this part of the country are ftill a 
number of families that, like the people of Sneuwberg, have 
withftood the attacks of the Bosjefmans, by keeping together 
and affording to each other mutual affiftance. The wealth of 
the farmers here confifts of iheep and horned cattle ; all their 
crops were entirely deftroyed by the locufts. 

At this place the party that had accompanied us was dif
chargcd ; but, as it was the intention to fkirt the colony to the 
caftward, and pafs through the deferted divifion of the Tarka, 
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another party was felell:ed from among the farmers of Agter 
Sneuwberg, as being heft acquainted with this eaftern part of 
the country. Six colonifts and fix Hottentots, in addition to 
our own ftrength, were deemed fufficient to enable us to per
form this part of the journey with fafety. 

Directing our courfe to the fouth-eaftward, we came to a 
chain of four falt-water lakes, lying one immediately after the 
other. Three of them were fully as large as, and one f mailer 
than, that near Swart Kop's river; but there was very little 
water in any of them. The bottoms were covered with a 
cruft of falt that in the thickeft part did not exceed an inch. 
Immediately under the falt was a thin coating of red fand, and 
below the fand a ftratum of foft impalpable blue clay two feet 
deep; the next three feet confifted of a coarfe friable yellow
i!h clay, containing fmall chryftals of falt; under this was a 
fmall quantity of water, refting upon a covering of rotten pur
ple {late half an inch thick ; and below this a dry reddifu
colored foil that did not apparently contain a particle of falt. 
Clofe to the margin of the third falt-pan were feveral fprings 
of clear water, having a bitter earthy tafte; and along the rills 
that fell from thefe into the pan, grew tall reeds and rufues 
into the very centre among the falt. The others were entirely 
naked, without a bu!h or !hrub on their banks. The furround
ing country was alfo deftitute of plants, and the furface was 
{hewed over in many places with thin pellicles of falt. The 
quantity of game on the neighbouring plains, confifting chiefly 
of elands and fpringboks, was to us a fufficient inducement to 
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pitch our tents near the falt-pans ; but we were difturbed the 
whole night by the roaring of lions. 

Continuing our route to the eaftward, on the tenth we en
tered the divifion of the Tarka, under the point of a lofty 
mountain called the Bamhos-berg, which alfo forms a part of 
the higheft ridge that crolTes the continent near the fouthern 
angle of Africa. The Bambos-berg is a double range, and is 
completely impalTable either with waggons or on horfeback. 
ln order to have got beyond them with horfes, it would have 
been neceffary to return to the northward and to crofs the 
Zuure-berg. To the eaftward, no pa!Tage over them has yet 
been difcovered in any of the expeditions that, with different 
views, have been made through Kaffer-land. The country, 
therefore, behind the Bambos-berg, at the feet of which the 
Orange river Hows, may be confidered as very little known, 
and on that account it was a fubject of no fmall regret to fome 
of the party to be denied a palTage over the mountains. It 
was found imprudent alfo to continue our route to the eaft
ward, a horde of Bosjefmans, commanded by one Lynx, con
fifting of five hundred people, having pofted themfelves near a 
point of the l3ambos-berg. We were obliged, therefore, to 
turn off to the fouthward, direcl:ly through the Tarka. 

In one of the mountains that terminates this divifion to the 
eaftward, we difcovered a cavern full of the drawings of differ
ent animals generally of the larger kind, fucb as elephants, rhi
nofcerofes, hippopotami, and, among the reft, one of the came-
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Iopardalis. The reprefentation of this animal proved the afrer
tion of the Bosjefman to be true, that the people who made 
thefe drawings were from hordes dwelling on the northern fide 
of the Orange river; becaufe, on the fouthern fide, the came
Iopardalis has never been met with. It is an animal entirely 
unknown to the inhabitants of Graaff Reynet. 

The divifion of the Tarka is named after a river that, riling 
in the Bambos-berg, flows directly through it, and afterwards 
forms a confluence with the FiJh river. It is a well-covered 
country; and, when inhabited, was confidered as one of the 
heft divifions of Graaff Reynet for lheep and cattle. At fome 
of the deferted farms we found vineyards loaded with grapes, 
peach• trees, almonds, apple and pear trees full of fruit, and 
vegetables of various kinds, thriving well without the affiftance 
of water, or any kind of attention. Game feemed to be fcarce, 
except fpringboks and elands. The only interefting object was 
a flight of the gryllivori, feemingly in fearch of locufts, that, 
like a cloud, continued to pafs over-head for the f pace of fifteen 
minutes. 

~itting the Tarka on the twelfth, we encamped at night 
on the Fi{h river, fo called from the great quantity of filh it 
was faid to contain of a f pecies of cyprinus or carp. The fame 
river, after .Bowing fome difi:ance to the fouthward, and receiv
ing a number of tributary ftreams, takes the name of the Great 
Fi£h river, and from thence becomes, as before mentioned, a 
boundary of the colony. 

On 
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On the right bank of the river were two wells of hepatized 
water, eafily diftinguilhed by the ftrong fmell they emitted, 
not unlike that of the rinfings of a foul gun-barrel. The wells 
were only a few paces afunder, and differed one degree of Fah
renheit in temperature, the larger being 88° and the fmaller 87°. 
The latter boiled up uniformly ; but the former threw up the 
water by ftarts. This was about three feet deep, and rounded 
like a pot ; it confifted of a hard cruft of cemented rock, 
formed of minute pebbles of various colours, of flnall quartz 
chryftals worn round in their fubterranean paffage, and ferru
ginous globular pyrites. The cement appeared to be chiefly 
fine emery-fand. The foil of the adjacent country, and of the 
banks of the riv~r, was a firm blueifh clay. On every fide of 
the wells, and not many yards diftant from them, were feveral 
circular bogs puffed up to the height of four or five feet above 
the common furface. Thefe were highly elaftic, and gave out 
fprings of water that was cold, and clear, and taftelefs. The 
waters of thefe hepatic wells are faid to have been found very 
efficacious in healing bruifes and f prains, and favorable alfo to 
rheumatic complaints, to which, from the great changeablenefs 
of the climate, the peafantry are very fubjecl. 

About twelve miles to the weftward of the wells, in a kloof 
of a detached mountain, we found a confiderable quantity of 
native nitre. It was in a cavern fimilar to thofe ufed by Bof
jefmans for their winter habitations, and in which they make 
the drawings above noticed. The under furface of the pro
jelling ftratum of calcareous fand-ftone, and the fides that fup-
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ported it, were encrufted with a coating of clear white falt-petre, 
that came off in flakes from a quarter of an inch to an inch or 
more in thicknefs. The fracture refembled that of refined 
fugar: it burned completely away without leaving any refi
duum ; and, if diifolved in water, and this evaporated, chry
ftals of pure prifmatic nitre were obtained. 'rhis falt, in the 
fame ftate, is to be met with under the fand-ftone ftrata of 
many of the mountains of Africa ; but perhaps not in fufficient 
quantities to be employed as an article of export. There was 
alfo in the fame cave, running down the fides of the rock, a 
black fubftance that apparently was bituminous : the peafantry 
called it the urine of the Das. The dung of this gregarious 
animal was lying upon the roof of the cavern to the amount of 
many waggon-loads. The putrid animal matter, filtering 
through the rock, contributed, no doubt, to the formation of 
the nitre. 

The hepatic wells and the native nitre-rocks were in the di
vifion of Agter Sneuwberg which joins the Tarka to the fouth
weft. Part of it refembles the othc:r Sneuwberg; but the fide 
adjoining the Fifu river is Karroo ground, and the plains there 
are covered with tall bullies of the falfola. The foap that the 
inhabitants make from the allies of this plant, and the fat of 
fueep's tails, is a confiderable anicle of their revenue. Cattle 
and fueep are purchafed by the butchers upon the f pot ; but 
foap and butter are carried in waggons to the Cape. The corn 
of this divifion was wholly confumed by the locufts ; and the 
grafs and the furubs were fo much devoured that the cattle 
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were almoft ftarving. The numerous herds of f pringboks 
affifted alfo to bare the ground of its produce. In no part of 
Africa had fuch prodigious numbers of thefe animals been feen 
together as in this divifion. Our party, who were accufiomed 
to judge pretty nearly of the number of £beep in a flock, e{H. 
mated one troop of the f pringboks to confift of about five thou. 
fand ; but if the accounts of thefe people might be credited, 
more than ten times that number have been feen together at 
fuch ti:mes as they were about to migrate. 

On the fifteenth we made another long excurfion into the 
Tarka mountains, near where they unite with the great chain 
that runs along the upper part of the Kaffer country. Our 
object was to find among the drawings, made by the Bosjef. 
mans, the reprefentation of an unicorn. One of the party pro. 
mifed to bring us directly to the fpot where he knew fuch a 
drawing ftood. \Ve fet off at an early hour, and rode through 
feveral defiles along the beds of temporary ftreamlets. In one 
place was. a very large and curious cavern formed by a water
fall, that from time to time had depofited a vaft mafs of ftalacti
tical matter ; many of the ramifications were not lefs than 
forty or fifty feet in length. Some were twifred and knotted 
like the roots of an old tree, and others were ce11ular and ca
vernous. This great mafs, reflected from a lheet of deep water 
beneath, clear as chryfial, hemmed in by two fieep faces of 
iolid rock, and fronted by two old weeping-willows, made as 
tine a piece of wild and romantic fcenery as fancy could defign. 
A little on one fide of the cavern, and under a long projelting 
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ridge of fmooth white fand-ftone, were feveral 1ketches of 
animals, and fatirical attempts to reprefent the colonifis in ridi
culous fituations and attitudes, characterizing them by fome of 
their moft common and flriking habits. But the grand object: 
of our refearch was ftill wanting. The long-necked camelo
pardalis was eafily difiinguifhed among the reft; as was alfo 
the rhinofceros and the elephant. 

The fame kind of black matter that had been found along 
with the native nitre, was here abundantly adhering to the 
rocks, and oozing down the fides of the cave. A Bosjef man 
that belonged to one of the party informed us that his country
men mixed it with water, and drank it as tea. This cavern 
was near the fource of the Riet river, a fmall ftream that falls 
into the FHh river. 

We ftill continued our fearch in the kloofs of the mountains, 
in the hope of meeting with the figure of the unicorn, the pea
fantry being equally fanguine to convince me of the truth of 
their afrertions as I was to gratify curiofity. We came, at 
length, to a very high and concealed kloof, at the head of 
which was a deep cave covered in front by thick fhrubbery. 
One of the party mounted up the fteep afcent, and having 
made his way through the clofe brufhwood, he gave us notice 
that the fides of the cavern were covered with drawings. After 
clearing away the bufues to let in the light, and examining the 
numerous drawings, fome of which were tolerably well ex
ecuted, and others caricatures, part of a figure was difcovered 
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that was certainly intended as the reprefentation of a bcaft with 
a fingle horn projecting from the forehead. Of that patt of it 
which diftinll:ly appeared, the following is afac jimile. 

The body and legs had been erafed to give place to the figure 
of an elephant that ftood direcl:ly before it. 

Nothing could be more mortifying than fuch an accident ; 
but the peafantry, who could form no idea of the confcquence 
I attached to the drawing of fuch an animal, feemed to enjoy 
my chagrin. On being told, however, that a thoufand, or 
even five thoufand, rixdollars would be given to any one who 
would produce an original, they ftood gaping with open 
mouths, and were ready to enlift for an expedition behind the 
Bambos-berg, where fome of them were quite certain the ani
mal was to be found. Imperfect as the figure was, it was 
fufficient to convince me that the Bosjef mans are in the prac
tice of including, among their reprefentations of animals, that 
of an unicorn ; and it alfo offered a ftrong argument for the 

SS e~fi~~ 

Digitized by Google 



314 TRAVELS IN 

exiftence of a living original. Among the feveral thoufand 
figures of animals that, in the courfe of the journey, we had 
met with, none had the appearance of being monftrous, none 
that could be confidered as works of the imagination, " crea
" tures of the brain;" on the contrary, they were generally as 
faithful reprefentations of nature as the talents of the artift 
would allow. An inftance of this appeared in the cavern we 
laft vifited. The back lhell of the t!f/udo geometrica was lying 
on the ground ; and the regular figures with which it is 
marked, and from which it takes its name, had been recently, 
and very accurately, copied on the fide of a fmooth rock. It 
was thought, indeed, from feveral circumftances, that the 
favages had flept in the cavern the preceding night. 

The unicorn, as it is reprefented in Europe, is unqueftion
ably a work of fancy ; but it does not follow from thence that 
a quadruped with one horn, growing out of the middle of the 
forehead, lhould not exift. The arguments, indeed,. that might 
be offered are much ftronger for its exiftence than the objec
tions are againft it. The firft idea of fuch an animal feems to 
have been taken from Holy Writ ; and from the defcription 
there given, a reprefentation of the unicorn, very illy con
ceived, has been affumed as a fupporter to regal arms. The 
animal, to which the writer of the Book of Job, who was no 
mean natural hiftorian, puts into the mouth of the Almighty a 
poetical allufion, has been fuppofed,. with great plaufibility, to 
be the one-horned rhinofceros : " Canft thou bind the unicorn 
" with his band in the furrow ? or will he harrow the vallies 
" after tliee ? Wilt thou truft him becaufe his ftrength is great, 
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" or wilt thou leave thy labor to him l" Mofes alfo very pro
bably meant the rhinofceros when he mentions the unicorn as 
having the ftrength of God. Ariftotle had a very different idea 
of the animal, to which he gives the name of unicorn, for he 
defcribes it as a f pecies of wild afs with folidungulous feet. 

The African rhinofceros, having invariably two horns, can
not be fuppofed as the prototype of the Bosjef mans' paintings 
of the unicorn. Bcfides, the former frequently occurs among 
their produll:ions, and is reprefented as the thick 1hort-Jegged 
figure that it really is, whit.ft the latter is faid by the peafantry 
to be uniformly met with as a folidungulous animal refembling 
the horfe, with an elegantly ihaped body, marked from the 
ihoulders to the flanks with longitudinal ftripes or bands. The 
greateft number of fuch drawings are faid to be met with in the 
Bambos-bcrg ; and, as the people who make them live on the 
north fide of this great chain of mountains, the original may 
one day, perhaps, be alfo found there. 

This part of Africa is as yet untrodden ground, none of the 
peafantry having proceeded beyond the mountains. It may be 
faid, perhaps, that if fuch an animal exifted, and was known to 
the natives inhabiting a part of the country not very diftant 
from the bordera of the colony, the fall: would certainly before 
this time have been afcertained. This, however, does not fol .. 
low. Very few of the colonifts have croffed the Orange river, 
or have been higher along its banks than the part where we 
were under the neceffity of turning off to the fouthward ; and 
the fort of communication that the peafantry have with the 
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Bosjefmans is not of that nature to fupply much information 
ref pelting the country they inhabit. The mouth of the Orange 
river is much nearer to the Cape than the plains behind the 
Kaffer mountains ; yet it was but the other day that the e1'.ift
ence of the camelopardalis was afcertained near the former 
place, though no favage nation, but a civilized tribe of Hotten
tots only, intervened. Certain animals, as well as plants, con
fine themfelves to certain diftricts of the fame country. The 
animal above mentioned was never known to have paifed the 
Orange river. It would appear alfo that in Northern Africa it 
has its limited range; for, fince the time of Julius Crefar, when 
one was publicly exhibited in Rome, it had been loft to Europe 
till within the prefent century. The accounts given of it by 
ancient writers were looked upon as fabulous. The gnoo is 
found only in certain parts of Southern Africa ; and the blue 
antelope, (the leucophrea,) which confined itfelf to the banks of 
one fmall river in the vicinity of Zwellendam, is now entirely 
loft to the colony. The fpringbok, feen in the northern parts 
in troops of thoufands, never made its appearance in any part 
of the diftrill: of Zwellendam. 

The Bosjef mans have no knowledge of any doubts concern
ing the exifience of fuch an animal as the unicorn ; nor do they 
feem to think there is any thing extraordinary that a beaft 
fhould have one horn only. The colonifts take it for granted 
that fuch an animal exifts beyond the limits of the colony. 
Father Lobo, in his hifiory of Abyffinia, defcribes the unicorn 
as a beautiful horfe; but Father Lobo was confidered as a per
fon worthy of littJe credit, becaufe he related things that were 
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new. A modem traveller through the fame country, in detail ... 
ing fome of the fame circumftances touched upon by the former 
writer, has met with no better fuccefs. The fchooled mind is 
apt to feel a propenfity for rejed:ing every thing new, unlefs 
conveyed to it through the channel of demonftrative evidence, 
which, on all occafions, is not to be obtained ; whilft, on 
the other hand, credulity fwallows deception in every flimfy 
covering. The one is, perhaps, equally liable to iliut out 
truth, as the other is to imbibe falfehood. Nature's wide do... 
main is too varied to be iliackled with a fyllogifm. What 
nations, what animals, what plants, and other natural produc ... 
tions, may yet be difcovered in the unknown parts of the 
globe, a man, who has ftudied nature in the clofet only, would 
hardly be fuppofed prefumptuous enough to form a conjec\:ure; 
yet fuch is the bias that the reputation of a name begets with 
the multitude, that the verdic\: of half a dozen generally 
decides the queftion. 

Of all the acceffible parts of the earth, the interior of South ... 
ern Africa is the leaft known to Europeans. A few paltry 
eftablHhments of the Portuguefe lie widely fcattered aJong the 
two coafts ; and the Dutch have colonized a few hundred miles 
from the fouthern angle along the two iliores ; but neither the 
one nor the other have fupplied any information of the inte
rior. Among the latter, Colonel Gordon was the only man 
who feemed defirous of extending the knowledge of the fouth
em part of this continent, and his travels were very circum
fcribed. This gentleman had feveral occafions to fee the draw
ings of the unicorn made by the favages, a circumftance to 
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prove the exiftence of fuch an animal, on which he ufed to lay 
great {l:refs. The following particulars, related to me by the 
perfons themfelves, may perhaps be confidered as not entirely 
irrelevant to the fubjecl:. They ihew at leaft how imperfect: is 
the knowledge of the natural hiftory of parts bordering imme
diately on the colony of the Cape, and that much yet remains 
to be difcovered to an attentive traveller. 

Adrian Van Yarf veld, of Cam de boo in GraafF Reynet, ihot 
an animal a few years ago, at the point of the Bambos-berg, 
that was entirely unknown to any of the colonifts. The de
fcription he gave me of it in writing, taken, as he faid, from a 
memorandum made at the time, was as follows : 

" The figure came neareft to that of the quacha, but of a 
" much larger fize, being five feet high and eight feet long; 
" the ground color yellowifh, with black ftripes : of thefe were 
" four curved ones on each fide of the head, eleven of the 
" fame kind between the neck and fhoulder; and three broad 
" waved lines running longitudinally from the £boulder to the 
" thigh ; mane £hort and erecl: ; ears fix inches long, and 
" {biped acrofs ; tail like the quacha : on the centre of the 
" forehead was an excrefcence of a hard honey fubftance, co
" vered with hair, and refembling the rudiments of a horn; 
" the length of this with the hair was ten inches." 

About the fame time, Tjardt Van dcr Walt, of Olifant's River 
in Zwellendam, in company with his brother, faw, near the 
fame place, an animal exacl:ly of the fhape of a horfe, and 
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(omewhat larger than the quacha, that had longitudinal black 
ftripes on a light ground ; it was grazing among a herd of 
elands. The two brothers having been fome time without food, 
from their anxiety firft to fecure an eland, neglected the ftriped 
animal, intending afterwards to give chace to it; but his fpeed 
was fo wonderfully f wift, that, bounding towards the mountains, 
he was prefently out of their fight. 

Martinus Prinflo of Bruyntjes Hoogte, when on a hunting 
excurfion, faw behind the fame mountain feveral wild horfes, 
entirely different from either the quacha or the zebra, but they 
were fo 1by that they never would approach them fufficiently 
near to make minute diftinltions ; they appeared to be of a 
light cinereous color, without ftripes. This, however, might be 
a deception of fight arifing from diftance, as dark ftripes upon 
a light ground cannot be diftingui1hed very far ; they form a 
ihade between the two colors, and the lighter tint is predomi
nant ; as the primitive col ors dif pofed in concentric circles on 
a card, and put in motion, will appear white. The black and 
bufF zebra, even when very near it, and ef pecially if in motion, 
appears of a dull bluHh aih color, like the common afs. It is 
therefore probable, that the animals defcribed by the three dif
ferent perfons, were of the fame f pecies. V aillant alfo, who 
may generally be depended on, when he f peaks of animals, 
mentions his having chaced beyond the Namaaquas, day after 
day in vain, an lfabella colored zebra. This alfo, in all pro
bability, was of the fame kind as the others. 
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The weather had been exceffively fultry for many days; 
and towards the fetting of the fun on this day, as we were de
fcending the mountain, the heavens became fuddenly over• 
f pread with heavy black clouds that momentarily threatened to 
burft The waggons juft reached in time a fpot in the valley, 
in fome meafure iheltered from the wind, when the ftorm 
opened with incredible fury. The violence of the wind was fo 
great, that it f wept away every thing before it ; and it was fol
lowed by a burft of thunder that feemed to "{hake the foun
" dations of old earth." Peal after peal inceffantly rulhed on 
each other, and roared in the mountains as if tearing and riving 
in pieces their matfes of rock ; and ftreams of livid fire flew 
with terrible fwiftnefs to every part of the horizon. Heavy 
rain, mingled with hailftones of unufual bignef.,, and violent 
fqualls of wind feemed to be contending for the maftety with 
the thunder and the fire. 

" -- Since I was man 
" Such fhccts of fire, futh: burfta of horrid thunder, 
" Such groans of roaring wind, and rain, I never 
" Remember to have heard." 

The ftorm continued a great part of the night; and on the 
following morning fome of its effects were feen in the wreck 
of a grove of tall mimofas, the greateft part of which was torn 
up by the roots. Such like ftorms are faid to be very frequent 
in thefe great chains of mountains during the fummer months; 
but the fouth-eaft winds, which blow with fuch ftrength at the 
Cape, are not felt in the interior parts of the country. At the 
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Cape there happens lefs thunder and lightning than perhaps in 
any other part of the world, the Uland of St. Helena excepted, 
where they are fcarcely known to the inhabitants. 

Paffing over a rough mountainous country, we halted on the 
thirtieth near the fource of the Bavian's, or Baboon's river. It 
rifes out of a chain of mountains in the KafFer country, and 
joins the Great Tufh river. Tall fpreading mimofas were here 
fcattered over the face of the country, and, with their new 
foliage of lively green, difplayed a very beautiful appearance ; 
they were alfo ftudded with clufters of golden flowers, not more 
pleafing to the eye than agreeable to the fmell. Thoufands of 
bees were bufily employed in colle8:ing from thefe ftowers their 
winter's ftore. This part of the country feemed to abound in 
honey ; it was hanging in large clufters from almoft every rock, 
and this was the feafon of its greateft plenty and perf ea:ion. 
The Hottentots have a common obfervation among them, that 
when the Doorn boom bloff oms the honey is fat. 

<l!!ick as the Hottentots are in obferving the bees, as they fly 
to their nefts, they have ftill a much better guide on which they 
invariably rely. This is a fmall brownifh bird, nothing remark
able in its appearance, of the cuckoo genus, to which naturalifta 
have given the f pecific name of Indicator, from the circumftance 
of its pointing out and difcovering, by a chirping and whiftling 
noife, the nefts of bees ; it is called by the farmers the honey 
bird. 

TT In 

Dig,llzed by Google 



322 TRAVELS IN 

In the condutl: of this little animal, there is fomething that 
approaches to what philofophers have been pleafed to deny to 
the brute part of the creation. Having obferved a neft of honey, 
it immediately flies in fearch of fome human creature, to whom, 
by its fluttering, and whiftling, and chirping, it communicates 
the difcovery. Every one here is too well acquainted with the 
bird to have any doubts as to the certainty of the information. 
It leads the way diretl:ly towards the place, Hying from bu{h to 
bufh, or from one ant-hill to another. When clofe to the neft, 
it remains ftill and filent. As foon as the perfon, to whom the 
difcovery was made, {hall have taken away the honey, the In
dicator Bies to feaft on the remains. By the like condutl: it is 
alfo faid to indicate, with equal certainty, the dens of lions, 
tygers, hyznas, and other beafts of prey and noxious animals. 
In the difcovery of a bee's neft, felf-intereft is concerned; but 
in the latter inftance, its motives muft proceed from a different 
principle. That involuntary and fpontaneous agent, which is 
fuppofed to guide and direa: the brute creation, and which 
man, unable to inveftigate the nice fhades of caufe and efl"ea: 
that no doubt govern all their atl:ions, has refolved into one 
general moving power called Inftina, is perhaps lefs a blind 
impulfe of nature than a ray of reafon. The chain of rational 
faculties from man, the topmoft link, to the meaneft reptile, 
may, perhaps, with equal propriety, be fuppofed to exift, as that 
which more apparently is obferved to connetl: their exterior 
forms. If it be infiintl: that in Europe caufes the fhynefs of 
birds at the approach of man, the fame inftintl: inllrutl:s them 
to be fo bold in India and China, where they are not molefted, 
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as almoft to be taken by the hand. The different propenfities 
of animals, proceeding from the different organs with which 
nature has furnifhed them, are no doubt modified and altered 
according to fituation and circumftances. Moft of the fmall 
birds of Southern Africa conftrua: their nefts in fuch a manner, 
that they can be entered only by one fmall orifice, and many 
fufpend them from the flender extremities of high branches. A 
f pecies of loxia, or grofsbeak, always hangs its neft on a branch 
extending over a river or pool of water. It is ihaped ex.aaly 
like a Chemift's retort; is fufpended from the head, and the 
fliank of eight or nine inches long, at the bottom of which is 
the aperture, almoft touches the water. It is made of green 
grafs, firmly put together, and curioufiy woven. Another fmall 
bird, the Par111 Captnjis, or Cape Titmoufe, conftructs its 
luxurious neft of the pappus or down of a f pecies of afclepias. 
This neft is made of the texture of flannel, and the fleecy 
hofiery is not more foft. Near the upper end projecb a fmall 
tube about an inch in length, with an orifice about three-fourths 
of an inch in diameter. Immediately under the tube, is a fmall 
hole in the fide, that has no communication with the interior 
part of the neft ; in this hole the male fits at nights, and thus 
they are both fcreened from the weather. The f parrow in 
Africa hedges round its neft with thorns; and even the fwallow, 
under the eaves of houfes, or in the rifts of rocks, makes a tube 
to its neft of fix or feven inches in length. The fame kind of 
birds in Northern Europe, having nothing to apprehend from 
monkies, fnakes, and other noxious animals, conftruc\: open 
nefts. 

TT 2 From 
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From the Bavian's river we made an excurfion, for the 
fecond time, into the Kaffer country, where we afcended the 
Kaka, the continuation of the firft range of mountains in the 
Sneuwberg. The fummit was broken into hill and dale, and 
the furface beautifully varied with patches of green grafs, and 
clumps of tall foreft trees. The thick and fombre foliage of the 
woods, throwing their deep ihadows into the hollows, con
trafted with the bright and lively green knolls of grafs, pro
~ uced a fucceffion of gleams and glooms that were extremely 
beautiful and pleafing. No part of Africa had yet afforded fuch 
grand, pic\:urefque, and diverfified fcenery, as this commence
ment of a double chain of mountains, and the intermediate 
forefts, of which the eye, looking eafterly, could difcover no 
end. The trees that were moft plentiful were two f pecies of 
the .Geel-bout, or Yew, fome of which were from twenty to 
thirty feet in circumference, and fixty to feventy feet in length. 

The fummit of the Kaka mountain commanded a moft 
extenfive view of the Kaffer country, as far as the fea-coaft to 
the fouth, and beyond the refidence of the king to the fouth
eaft. The level plains over which the Kat and the Kaapna are 
feen to ferpentize, thofe plains where once the Ghonaqua nation 
tended their flocks and herds, now defolate, were laid as it were 
at the feet of the fpec\:ator. 

A number of rare and beautiful birds were feen about the 
forefts of the Kakaberg. Among thef e, one of the moft re
markable was the Cuculus Perfa, or Touraco. This fuperb 
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bird, by its geftures, feems as if confcious of its fuperior beauty. 
The Upupa, or Hopoe, was very plentiful ; the Numida melea

gris equally fo. A fifth fpecies of buftard was alfo feen here, 
with brown and white wings, and neck of a cerulean blue color; 
fize, that of a pheafant. Along the road were numbers of that 
beautiful little pigeon, called here the Namaaqua dove, not 
larger than a fparrow. 

On entering one of the narrow vallies, we feemed on a fud
den to be overtiken in the mid ft of a iliower of fnow, which we 
thought to be the pappus or down of certain plants. On clofer 
examination, however, it was found to proceed from myriads 
of white ants, on the wing. The life of the Ephemeris, in its 
perf ell: ftate, is that of a fingle day ; but the flight of the white 
ant is but a leap into the air for a few moments, from whence 
they tumble to the ground never to rife again. The wings are 
fo very fine, and fo flightly attached to their bodies, that they 
generally fall off, or are broken with the fall. Others imme· 
diately roll them off, and afterwards creep into the crevices of 
the ground to end their exiftence in quiet. It would feem they 
had fome prefentiment of the doom that awaited them, and 
that they haftened to efcape under the cover of the earth to 
avoid being devoured by their own children, which, in num
berlefs myriads, fwarm in the roads and naked places of the 
ground, particularly after a iliower of rain. Heat and moifture, 
the two great produc\:ive powers in nature, or thofe at leaft that 
call the vital principle into acl:ion, bring forth the young from 
the eggs of all the infell: tribe that are depofited in the ground. 
Thus, tho"'h a rainy fummer may promote v~getation, yet it 
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at the fame time calls to life fuch multitudes of deflrucl:ive ver
min, which otherwife would have remained dormant in the 
ground, that on the whole a dry feafon is perhaps the befl. 

From the Bavian's river into Bruyntjes Hoogte is a day's 
journey, and through this to the entrance of Camdeboo 
another, and three from hence to GraafF Rey net, at which vil
lage we. arrived on the twenty-fourth, on one of the warmefl 
days that we had yet experienced in the whole country. The 
thermometer, when expofed to the wind in the ihade, rofe to 
108°: whilfl in the houfe it was cool and pleafant at 82 °. It 
was one of thofe hot winds, fuch as we had once before expe
rienced on the banks of the Great Fiih river. They happen 
mofl frequently upon the Karroo plains, where they are fome
times attended with tournados that are really dreadful. Wag
gons are overturned, men and horfes thrown down, and the 
ihrubs torn out of the ground. The dufl and fand are whirled 
into the air in columns of feveral hundred feet in height, which, 
at a diftance, look like the water-f pouts feen fometimes at fea ; 
and with thofe they are equally, if poffible, avoided,-all that 
falls in their way being fnatched up in their vortex. Some
times dufl and fmall pebbles are hurled into the air with the 
noife and violence of a fky-rockct. Rain and thunder gene
rally fucceed thofe heated winds, and gradually bring about a 
decreafe of temperature to the common flandard, which, in the 
fummer feafon at GraafF Reynet, appears to be about 80° to 84° 
in the middle of the day. The mornings and the evenings are 
generally cool and pleafant. 
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CHAP. V. 

Slttcbts on a journey from Graajf Rtyntl along the fia-co'!JI lo 

the Capt. 

THE long continuance of dry weather had, for more than a 
month, rendered the paffage of the Karroo, or great defert, im
pral\icable, on account of the fcarcity both of water and of her
bage. All the rivers that interfetl: it, and the few fprings that 
are found upon it, were faid to be completely dried up ; and 
the farmers ofGraafF Reynet, who, at this feafon of the year,juft 
after their harveft, generally make their annual vifit to the Cape, 
were under the neceffity of delaying their journey, or of going 
round through the diftritl: of Zwellendam, in all parts of which, 
and at all feafons of the year, is abundance of water. Three 
days, however, previous to our departure from GraafF Reynet, 
there had fallen fuch heavy and continued rain, both at that 
place, and to the weftward in the mountains of Camdeboo and 
Sneuwburg, that little doubt was entertained of its having 
brought upon the Karroo a plentiful fupply of water, as far at 
leaft as De Beer valley, the delightful meadow of the defert, 
mentioned in a former chapter. 

On the ftrength of this conjet\ure, we departed from GraafF 
Reynet on the ninth of December, and found the two rivers, 
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Sunday and Camdeboo, fo much fwelled with the rains as barely 
to be fordable. At the port alfo of Camdeboo, which opens 
upon the defert, the fmall river there was running with a 
copious and rapid ftream; a circumftance that nearly removed 
every doubt, and fcarcely fuffered an idea to exift of the pro
bability even of experiencing any want of water on this fide of 
De Beer vaJley. We foon however found, by fatal experience, 
that the extent of the rains had been very limited. In fall: they 
had reached only a few miles beyond the Poort. Still we had 
hopes that the Hottentot's river, a day's journey farther, would 
contain fome water, or ihould this even fail, that the Karuka, 
whofe fource was in the mountains of Camdeboo, muft undoubt
edly be full from the late rains that were perceived to fall in 
thofe mountains. 

On the eleventh, therefore, we left the Poort, and the farther 
we proceeded upon the defert, the fainter became the traces of 
the rain that had faJlen, till at length they totally difappeared. 
The face of the country very foon prefented only one continued 
plain of uniform aridity and barrennefs. The few faline plants, 
thinly fcattered over a furface of white clay fprinkled with red
di{h fand, were lhrivelled up, crackling under the feet like fo 
many bundles of rotten fticks. The rays of the fun playing 
upon the naked furface were painful to behold, and their dazz
ling light highly injurious to the eye. 

About the middle of the day a melancholy objell: prefented 
itfelf before us, near the fide of the road. It was a horf e at his 
laft gafp, for want of water. He was known by our Hottentots 
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to have left Graaff Reynet eight days before, with a party of 
farmers, who had gone from thence, in order to proceed acrofs 
the Karroo to Zwarteberg. He had probably flrayed from 
them in the night, the time they genera1ly travel, and by that 
means was left behind. The poor animal, on perceiving us, 
made a faint attempt to advance towards the road, as if to en
treat a drop of water, but the exertion was too great. He fell 
exhauA:ed on the ground, and the only relief that could be given 
to his painful fufferings, was that of bringing them to a f peedy 
end. A few miles farther, another of thefe poor creatures, that 
had belonged to the fame party, was found by the road fide 
already dead. Such objell:s were but ill calculated to keep alivo 
our hopes in our prefent fituation. We ventured, however, to 
proceed, making the heft of our way to Hottentot's river; and, 
after a long and very fatiguing day's journey, about nine o'clock 
at night we reached this river, which, to our great grief and 
monification, we found completely dry; and its clayey bed 
broken and divided, by the heat of the weather, into polygonal 
figures, like the fummits of bafaltic columns. The difappoint
ment may more readily be conceived than defcribed ; and we 
now began to be ferioufly afraid for our cattle. To quench 
the thirft of man a fmall quantity of water is fufficient for a 
length of time; but cattle, after the fatigue of a long day's jour
ney, require more than could poffibly be carried for their ufe. 
The little that we had brought upon the waggons was fhared 
among our people, who happened to be numerous enough to 
require our whole ftock. 

t7 u A con-
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A confultation was held, to take into confideration the fteps 
that appeared moft advifable to be put in practice. The refult 
of this was, that as foon as the oxen, which had been in the 
yoke the whole day, had refrelhed themfelves by a few hours' 
reft, the relays £hould be put to the waggons, and we fiiould 
proceed on our journey. We were unwilling to return, and it 
was in vain to think of remaining longer where we were. Be
fide the total want of water, there was neither a blade of grafs, 
nor lhrubbery of any fort, upon which the cattle could browfe. 
The fucculent and flelhy leaves even of the mefembryanthe
mum tribe, were fhrivelled up to a leathery confiftence, and all 
their juices evaporated. Scarcely a living creature had appeared 
during the whole day, but at night there came into the tent, 
attracted by the light of the candle, fuch a multitude of a fpecies 
of infect, fuch as in England are called cockchafers, that they 
literally extinguilhed the candle and drove us out. This infect 
was of a pale a£h color, and the thorax was covered with a whi
ti£h powder. 

A little after midnight we ftarted afrelh, directing our way 
acrofs the defart towards the neareft part of the Karuka, hoping 
fiill to be fortunate enough to meet with water there. On ar-: 
riving at day-light on the wi£hed-for fpot, not a veftige of moif
ture even appeared in the whole bed of the river for feveral 
miles. We were now totally at a Jofs what ftep to take. We 
found we had advanced too far to think of retreating, and were 
entirely uncertain of what might be the event of proceeding. 
In the midft of painful reflel\:ions, the fun began to dart his 
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fcorching rays, anci to dif play a wide horizon that prefented to 
the eye a melancholy picture of cheerlefs defolation. No 
quadrupeds, except our own exhaufted oxen, not a bird, nor 
even an infect appeared. A total fufpenfion of the vivifying 
principle feemcd to prevail on every fide, or that animated 
nature had Bed from the dreary wafie. With fuch a profpect, 
and under fuch a fituation, the mind fickened, and feemed to 
feel a kind of 

" - fccrct dread and inward honor 
" Of falling into nought." 

One fingle hope only now remained, and that was fixed 
upon De Beer valley. This place we knew to be a kind of 
refervoir, in which a number of periodical ftreams had their 
confluence from various parts of the difiant mountains of 
Nieuwveld, Winterberg, and Sneuwberg. The diftance from 
our prefent fituation to it was not very far, but our cattle were 
exceedingly exhaufted ; and had long expreffed their fuffering 
by hollow lowings, and the fheep by their perpetual bleating. 
The children alfo of the Hottentots who were with us, cried 
inceffantly for water. 

The appearance of De Beer valley, from a difiance, indicated 
no want of water ; it was that of a beautiful green meadow ; 
and the cattle, and the horfes, and the Hottentots, the moment 
it caught the eye, fcampered away towards it in full career. 
'fhof e in the waggons were not behind the reft. Their looks 
and manner, on arriving at the fpot, fufficiently expreffed the 
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difappointment they felt on finding the beds of the pools and 
the rivers all perfell:ly dry. In one place only, fhaded by mimofas 
that had withftood the drought, was a fmaH puddle of muddy 
water. Of this we contrived to bail out with our hats a fmall 
quantity for the horfes, but it afforded none for the cattle. The 
fhong grafs, in many places, and the reeds ftill retaining fome 
verdure, were greedily devoured by the oxen, and it was to this 
circumfiance I am convinced their fafety was owing. 

Riding over the furface of the valley in fearch of fome pond 
or rivulet that might afford a little water, the glimpfe of a fmall 
pool caught the eye of my horfe through fome thick bullies, into 
which he direll:ly fprung, and, in fpite of refiftance, forced his 
way into the water. He had no fooner, however, applied his 
mouth to it, than he withdrew his head, finding it to be as 
falt as brine. It was in fall: the Salt river mentioned on a for
mer vifit to this place. Much of the water having evaporated 
in the courfe of the long feries of hot weather, the banks were 
now encrufted with plates of falt, that wore the appearance 
of ice. 

The reeds and ru£h-like grafs having in fome degree refre£hed 
our cattle, towards the cool of the day we determined to ft.art 
afre£h, ftrike off towards the edge of the defert, and crofs the 
great range of the Black mountains, beyond which there was no 
uncertainty of meeting with water. Our miferable cattle were, 
therefore, once more put into the waggons, and moving flowly 
through a pafs of the mountains, which proved to be tolerably 
level, we came about midnight to a place where a Hottentot 
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bad told us was the Karru fanteyn. After fearching about for 
fome time in the dark, a kind of fwamp was difcovered, con
taining, in places, a little muddy and fetid water. Bad as it 
was, both Hottentots and cattle {wallowed it with great avidity. 
For our own part, a bottle of chalybeate, and another of hepatic 
water, that had been taken and kept for experiment, were found 
very acceptable and refrelhing. 

On the 6.fteenth, after travelling about five hours, and after 
having been four days without frelh water, we came to a clear 
limpid ftream cal1ed the Keur fanteyn, or Choice Spring ; and 
never certainly did any ftream of water appear to be more truly 
valuable and delightful. It was with the greatefl difficulty that 
both cattle and Hottentots, who are equally void with the for
mer of thought or refled:ion, were reftrained from drinking to 
excefs after fo long an abftinence. 

The great fcarcity of water on thofe plains of Africa, known 
by the name of Karroo, rendering it fometimes hazardous, and 
almoft always haraffing, for cattle to pafs, lhould feem to point 
out the camel or the dromedary as the kind of animals heft 
fuited for the tranf port of goods and palfengers in the colony 
of the Cape. The camel is more patient of hunger than moft 
quadrupeds, and is able to endure thirft for a much longer f pace 
of time ; and the harfh thorny Chrubs, or the fucculent plants, 
one or the other of which are to be met with on the moft dreary 
of the deferts, would furnilh for it abundance of food. It will 
carry with eafe half a ton weight, which is more than twice the 
quantity that is ever drawn by an African ox. 
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We encamped on the feventecnth near the banks of the 
Olifant's river, where feveral hot fprings iffued out of a bog, 
confiA:ing of a brownifh oxyd of iron, mixed with irregular 
1haped pieces of ponderous iron £\:one, many of which feemed 
once to have been in a ft.ate of fufion. The water was chaly
beate, as appeared from the great quantity of orange colored 
fediment depofited in the channels through which it ran, and 
the fine £\:eel blue flcum with which the furfaces of the wells 
were covered. Of the four principal wells, all rifing out of 
the fame bog, the temperatures were 111°, 109°, 105°, and 
95° of Fahrenheit's fcale. They are much frequented by the 
neighbouring peafantry, and held by them to be efficacious in 
the cure of bruifes, fprains, and rheumatic complaints. 

How friendly foever the water of the wells might prove to 
the human confiitution, it could not be more fo than in aypear
ance it was favorable to the growth of plants. Along the fides 
of the ftreamlets a zone-leafed geranium was obferved climbing 
to the height of fifteen feet, and the whole ihrubbery that grew 
in the vicinity of the water was more than ufually luxuriant. 

The long drought had completely deprived the Olifant's river 
of its waters, and the face of the country was nearly as barren 
and parched as the Karroo on the oppofite fide of the Black 
mountains, except indeed along each fide of the bed of the river, 
where the mimofas, now full of golden bloffoms, ft.ill retained 
their verdure, and where the Canna plant, or Salfola, was grow
ing to the height of eight or ten feet. Should thefe two articles, 
at any future period, be confidered as worthy attention in a 
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commercial point of view, the divifion of Olifant's river is the 
moft favorable fituation for encouraging their culture, and for 
procuring their products in the moft confiderable quantities. 

None of the larger kind of game, except the Koodoo, are now 
to be met with near Olifant's river, though the animal, whofe 
name it bears, in all probability, once abounded there. The 
river otter is plentiful, as are alfo two or three f pecies of wild
cat, one of which appeared to be that defcribed under the name 
of Caracal. The body was of a deep chefnut brown, and the 
points of the cars tipped with bru£hes of long black hairs ; a 
fecond fpecies, or rather variety, was of a cinereous blue color; 
and a third, clouded black and white. Here alfo is abundance 
of that fpecies of viverra called the Ratel. Its choice food is 
honey, and nature hai; enclnwP.il it with a hide fo very thick, 
that the fling of a bee is unable to penetrate through it. No 
animal is perhaps more tenacious of life than the ratel. A dog 
with great difficulty can worry it to death ; and it is a f pecies 
of amufement for the farmers to run knives through different 
parts of the body, without being able, for a length of time, to 
deprive it of exiftence. 

Turning off to the fouthward from the Olifant's river, and 
paffing round a high detached mountain called the Kamnat!Jieberg, 
we croffed a range of hills, and defcended into Lange Kloof, or 
the Long Pafs. This is a narrow valley, in few places exceed
ing a mile in width, hemmed in between a high unbroken 
chain of mountains on the fouth, and a parallel range of green 
hills on the north, ftretching nearly due eaft and weft, without 
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any interruption, about one hundred and fifty miles. The hills 
on the northern fide increafing to the height of mountains in 
their progrefs to the eaftward, terminate on the plains near 
Zwart Kop's river; and the great chain of mountains on the 
fouth fide runs into the fea near Camtoo's bay, and extends to 
the weftward till it meets the high mountains of Hex river. 

Lange Kloof abounds with ftreams of water and good paftur
age. The ground throughout confifts of a fine rich foil, and 
to almoft all the habitations are good gardens, fruiteries, and 
vineyards. Being confiderably elevated above the level of the 
fea, and fituated in the midft of mountains, fnow frequently 
falls in the winter months, and lies on the ground for a length 
of time. 

From one end to the other of Lange Kloof there is but one 
paff'age for waggons over the fouth chain of mountains, and this 
is feldom made ufe of, being confidered among the moft formi
dable and difficult roads and paff'es in the colony. It lies, in 
fall:, over the very fummit of one of the points in the chain, 
called the Duyvil's kop, or the Devil's head. We had fixteen 
oxen to each waggon, in order to effell: our paff'age of this 
mountain. The road was dreadfully fteep and ftoney; and as 
it approached the fummit, where the width of the ridge was not 
above fifteen paces, the afcent was from ftratum to ftratum of 
rock, like a flight of ftairs, of which fome of the fieps were not 
lefs than four feet high. Upon thefe it was neceff'ary to lift 
the waggons by main ftrength. Juft as we reached the fummit, 
the weather, which had been remarkably pleafant, the thermo-
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meter ftanding at 74°, now began to be overcaft, the wind blew 
frelh, and iliortly after an immenfe £beet of black vapor was 
obferved to approach, borne upon the fouth-eaft wind from the 
fea. Afcending rapidly in rolling volumes, it completely im
merfed us upon the fummit of the mountain. The tempe
rature of the air was immediately decreafed to 39° of Fahren
heit. Before our three waggons had got over the highcft peak, 
the weather began to clear up, and it was then curious enough 
to obferve that part of the country between the mountains and 
the fea involved in denfe clouds, and deluged apparently with 
heavy rain, whilft the northern fide of the fame mountains 
enjoyed a funiliine unfullied by a fingle cloud. 

The inftability of the climate of the fouthern angle of Africa, 
bas frequently been noticed in the courfe of thefe fketches ; 
yet a more remarkable inftance of it had not perhaps occurred 
than in the prefent fituation. An elevation of about one thou
fand feet, or little more, produced a variation of temperature, 
in the courfe of two hours, equal to thirty-five degrees. It 
afterwards appeared, that, on the fame day, being the longeft 
in the year, fnow had fallen and lain for fame time upon the 
fame chain of mountains, clofe behind Zwellendam, where it is 
not particularly lofty. 

The defcent of the Duyvil's kop was much more gradual 
than had been the afcent, and the fmooth graify furface of the 
northern fide was now changed into an extenfive ilirubbery, 
among which the moft conf picuous plants were heaths and pro
teas of amazing fizes ; one of the latter having a round thick 
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leaf with a purple margin, bore a flower that meaf ured 'ffery 
nearly ten inches in diameter. Several fpecies of the Ixia, of 
the Iris, of the Morea, and Gladiolus, now in full bloom, 
adorned the fides of the hills, whilft the Cape Sophora, and the 
Arduina with its jeffamine-like fmell, perfumed the whole 
country. 

At the feet of this chain of mountains runs a belt of wood, 
extending with little interruption near two hundred miles in 
length; and confifting chiefly of a great variety of foreft trees, 
many of which are found of a prodigious magnitude. Some of 
the woods of the colony have already been noticed. Here I 
completed my catalogue of fuch as appeared moft applicable to 
common ufes, having procured in the whole forty-four different 
forts. Of thefe, I could have wifhed to have been able to in
dulge the Botanift with Linnrean names, but the little time I 
had to f pare, and the difficulty of procuring bloif oms from tall 
foreft trees, made it impoffible. I mufi, therefore, content 
myfelf with giving the colonial names only of moft of them; 
and even thefe may prove of infinite fervice to the future 
traveller, who may wi(h to direct his attention to the fubject:. 
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Catalogue of ufeful Woods, growing in the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope. 

Ot-NUAL S111. 

Height, Diameter. 
No. Co1.<>Nua. NaNu. I •::.~t• ---- ~ality. I Ufca. I Linnean Name,. I Remarks. 

Fe«. Fnt. ---
a. Autiniequaa Gc:c:l hout 2oto50 JO Not unlike dc:al . Balk, beams, plank, &c. Taxu& clonv;tua 

2. Zwart yzcr hout • • 25-45 4 Very bard . • { Plough,, axce for } 1 Sideroxy on Mi-} 
en wheels, &c. lanobrlc:0:1. 

3. Wit yzer hout - • 25-45 3½ Nearly aa hard as d• Ditto Ditto Sideroxy on 0 
4. HafJ"agai hout - 20-40 3 Like plain mahoga' { Felli« and {poke, or l Curtclia faginea { A very good wood for all kind, ~ . whccle, chairs, &c. . of h011fc carpentering 

~ 
5. Wit peer - . . • 15-20 2 to 3 Hard and tough • { In general ufc for l = waggons pt 
6. Rood pttr . . • zo-30 3 Harder than ditto { Axcs,waggon-polc:1, 

~ bc:am:1, &c. 
7. Rood hout • 12-1 5 14 to 2 - - - Not much ufcd z 

M 8. Gomaffic hout - • u-,5 a{ to 2 - - - { Vancc~ng, houlhold J· 
furniture > ~ 9. S.ff'rau hout . . • 10-15 I to 2 Clofc and hard 

"::I <i5" 10. Coyattc hout . . • 12-20 I to 2 Tou!h • • Sta•c• for butter firkin, 
~N 11. Roode El, - . • 15-25 2 Stan s water well Mill work • • • Cunouia Capcnfi, ~ CD 
Q, 12. Witte Eis - . • 10-U 3 Soft and tough Plank for boxca, &c. -CY 

'< I 3. Stinkhout . . 20-35 3 to S Like walnut Fumiturc n 0 1+ Buckau hout - • 15- 25 2 Tough . • Waggon whccla 
~ 0 I 5. Maffanu hout - • 20-25 3 to 5 Like yzcr hout { Known only ntar } 

~ • Bos1·cfman'1 ri•er 
16. Camdeboo Stink hout 12-15 3 Soft and porou, • V cry Jiu e ufed - 17. Dom hout . f Waggon wheel. } Mimof'a K11rroo ('i) . . . 8-10 a to 11 Hard and tough lhoca, polca, &c. 
18. Olyvcn hout - . 6-,o J Very hard - General Oli•a Capcnfis 
19. Wilgan hout 6-10 JI Of willow l Little ufcd but where} Salix Babylonica - . T - . 

wood i, fcarce 

20. Hotttntota' bourbonje • Not ufcd . Schotia fpeciofa {
African Lignum Vitz, but not 

12 J Hard and lhort - • applicable to the fame purpofe1 
as that wood 

21, Zwart ball - . . 12 ·~ Hard and tough Not much ufcd • . Royena ~ . • Fit for polca of all fortt 
22, Niell hout 15 I Very hard { lnBruyntjesHoogte} _ _ 

Stand, water rcmarkab~ we~ ~ . . . - only _____ - w 
'° 
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Catalogue of ufeful Woods, growing in the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope. 

GuuaAL Sill, 

Height, Diameter. 
No. COLONIAi. NAMES, •'tboul • ---- ~ality. urea. Linnan Names. Remark,. llnMII. 

Fttt. Feet, Inch• 

23. Kcrfen hnut . - - u I 0 - - - Not ufcd - - - . - { A'3:arently not of much Taluc ; 
e tree fcarce 

24- Caftanie bout - . 20 •l O Soft - - - - - Callodendrum 
25. Hard/cecr • - • 14to16 1' o Harder than No. 2. Sometimes in waggona 

~ 

26. Hoen erfpoor - • 12-14 0 9 Hard and clofe • Not much ufed 
27, Buffcl boorn - • 12-14 0 9 Ditto • . Notufcd 

28. Bofcb bourbonjes - - - - - - - - - { Schotia, or Gui_a.} Found only in Kaff'cr land cum, new fpcc,c:a 
29. Mc:lkhout - . . 6-8 I o Very hard - . Ploughs - - Ficua? 
30. Effcn hout - - . 

• 3'· Geel bout {proper) . - - - - - - - - Taxue? 
32. Karru bout - - - 6-8 0 10 Tough . . Nothing particular • Euclc:a? - . { Ufed by the: Bosjcfman Hot-

tcntota for bow■ 

33· Cypc:rua,or Cedar-bout o Offir _ { Che.Ila, drawers, fur-} Thuia, new fpcciea? - { 
The ftrong fmell of turpentine it 

12-20 I - mture emits~ P:cventa infefb from 

34. Klip Efren 8 to 10 o Hard and fhort • Little ufed 
c:ntc:nng 1t - - - 20 

3J· Saly hout - - - IJ 11 to 10 o Hard and heavy { Y okca for waggons, l Budlcia Salvi folia ? • charcoal 

36. Witte: bofch bout - zo z o Light and foft j F ellics for light car•} 
• riage whccla 

37. Wilde Granatc: . . 12 0 8 Short - - othing~rticular 
38. Wilde Vier • - . 10 0 7 Hard - • Chairs, able feet, &c, Lyceum? 
39• Wit Efren bout - • 12-IJ 3 o Clofe and foft _ { Plank for varioua } { Recommended to be tried u 

purpofe■ - - - plank in boat buildinf 
40. Koeha - - - • 10-12 0 7-9 Hard and tough - Carriage polca - - - . - { A clofe-graincd, fhade , hand-

Come: wood l The: interior bark of thi■ tree ia 
41. Sc:ybaft - - - • 10-12 0 7-9 Tough - - Ditto . - - . - juft like filk, but not of long 

fibre 
42. Zwarte hout - . 20 I to 2} 0 Hard and tough { Fellica for waggon } - - - { Good for nlc■ ; being long, 

• whec:la fmall, an ftraight 
43. Keur hout - - • :lO 1 to z{ o Light and foft • Spars, raften, &c. - Sophora CapenGa 
44- Witte bout - - • 15-20 I to 2 0 Ditto • • Ditto • . 
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It may be obferved, that the fize~ marked in the above lift 
are, as nearly as could be gueffed, fuch as they run in general, 
but of both the Geelhouts, may be met with abundance of trees, 
from feventy to ninety feet in length, and very proper for fhips' 
mafts, f pars, and other timber ufed in ihip building. 

Between the foot of the Duyvil's kop and Plettenberg's bay, 
the latter of which is about fifty miles to the eaftward of the 
former, the country is beautifully wooded, and interfected with 
numberlefs rivulets, iffuing out of the forefts ; there are alfo 
feveral broad deep rivers, over which it is neceffary to pafs in 
boats. Some of thefe terminate in large iheets of water, form
ihg beautiful lakes, whofe margins are finely fringed with 
wood. One lake is fufficiently curious, having neither inlet 
nor outlet, and the water is greener than any part of the ocean, 
not falt, but fo flightly faline as fcarcely to be perceptibly fo to 
the tafte. One of the farmers told me, with great triumph, 
that he had puzzled the Governor Van Plettenberg, with 
refpecl: to the water of the Green lake, by afking him 
whence the color proceeded. The governor had made him for 
anfwer, that it came from the furrounding ihrubbery, being 
green matter wa!hed away by the rains. Upon this the 
peafant iliewed him fome of it in a glafs, where it appeared 
clear and colorlefs. There is a tradition among the Hot
tentots, that this lake, now fix or feven miles in circumference, 
was, no very long time ago, a beautiful green meadow, and it 
is ftill faid to be increafing in fize. If the quantity of water 
thrown in by the rains, and its fprings, fhould exceed the quan-

tity 

Digitized by Google 



TRAVELS IN 

tity that may efcape by abforption and evaporation, the Green 
lake will one day, by great preffure, break down the barrier 
that now divides it from the fea, which has evidently been the 
cafe with its neighbouring lake the Knyfna. This, in fall:, is 
now become an arm of the fea, into which the tide fees through 
a narrow paffage or portal, as into a dock. This paffage, 
though narrow, and not quite clear of rocks, would admit of 
fmall veffels; and within there is plenty of deep water ftretching 
out into a bafon of feveral miles in width. The furrounding 
hills are clumped with fore{l: trees, and their floping fides are 
clothed with fhrubbery down to the water's edge. The lake 
is fiudded with a number of flat iflands, covered with verdure. 
The arms of the Knyfna ftretch into the deep vallies at the feet 
of the mountains, and are there loft in impenetrable forefis. 
The whole country is boldly marked, and moil: magnificently 
clothed, and may be confidered, beyond comparifon, as the 
grandeft and moil: beautiful part of Southern Africa. 

The farm-boufes in this part of the country were alfo in a 
better fiyle than they are nfoa11y found to be at fo great a dif
tance from the capital. Being near the fea-coafi, the pro
prietors had been at the expence of burning fhells into lime, 
and of white-wafhing all the buildings. A fort of chalky 
]imefione was alfo here obferved in large maffes, lying upon, 
and near the furface; but was never burnt into lime. To 
almoft every houfe was attached, generally in a grove of trees, 
a f mall inclofure with ornamented walls, ferving as the family 
burying-ground. The decorations ufually befiowed on thofe 

manfions 
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manfions of the dead, appeared to have much more engaged 
the attention than thofe of the living. In the interment of the 
dead, the Dutch have no kind of fervice or ceremony. 

Plettenberg's, as well as Zwart Kop's bay, is entirely open to 
the fouth-eaft winds. The weft point called Robenberg, or 
Seal mountain, lies in latitude 34° 6' fouth, longitude 23° 48' 
eaft ; diftance from Cape Point 320 Englifh miles. The eafiera 
ihore of the bay rounds off into the general trending of the coaft, 
which, feen from the landing-place, terminates in a very high 
and regular cone-lhaped mountain, called in the old Portuguefe 
charts, Pie Formofa, but by the more modern Dutch navigators, 
the Grenadier's Cap. The beft landing-place is about three 
miles and a half to the northward of the Robenberg, on a fandy 
beach, about five hundred and fifty yards. in length, guarded at 
each extremity by rocky points that projecl: into the fea. A 
heavy fwell generally fets into the bay, except in northerly and 
north-wefterly winds; when thefe blow, the water is fmooth. 
The fouth-weft winds occafion the greateft heave of the fea. 

Clofe to the landing-place is erel\:ed a new and handfome 
dwelling-houfe; a maga~ine for the reception of timber, t,,..o 
hundred feet in length ; and a {hang commodious building for 
the reception of troops. The intention of the Dutch govern
ment was to form an efiablilhmcnt here, for the purpofe of de
riving from it a fupply of timber, to anfwer their demands for 
that article in the Cape. Strong prejudices, however, have 
long been entertained againft the Cape timber, though perhaps 
without grounds for them. Few woods will ftand the effects 
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of alternate expofure to heavy rains, dry winds, and a fcorcbing 
fun ; where fuch expofure has been guarded againft, one of the 
flighteft of the woods, the Geelhout, has been known to re
main for more than a century, without ihewing any fymptoms 
t>f decay. 

In the forefis, near this bay, a creeping plant grows in great 
plenty, whofe interior bark, drawn off in fibres of forty or 
fifty feet in length, feems to be an exceIIent fubftitute for hemp. 
The Hottentots twift thefc fibres into very ftrong cordage. The 
bark of another native plant, a fpecies of Hibifcus, made very 
excellent hemp. The leaves of the plant were deeply divided, 
like thofe of the Cannabimu, a fpecies of the fame genus, cul
tivated in India, for the purpofe of obtaining hemp from the 
bark ; but the fiem of the African Hibifcus had f mall fpines, 
and the flower was large, and of a fulphureous yellow color. 

Among the ufefut trees of the forefts, we noticed a fpecies of 
wild fig, that grew to a very confiderable fize, and bore a fruit 
refembling in fhape and appearance the Bergamot pear. It had 
a pleafant fubacid flavor, and was greedily devoured by the 
birds. The leaves were oblong-ovate. A f pecies of falvia, or 
fage, grew wild, and was much efteemed for its healing 
qualities, when applied to green wounds. A fpecies alfo of 
Solanum was much efteemed for the fame purpofe. The leaf 
refembled that of tobacco, on which account it was known by 
the name of wild tobacco ; the upper fide of the leaf was dark 
green, and fmooth; the under fide white, and woolly; the ftem 
woody and prickly. The woolly fide of the leaf applied to a 
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f welling or gathering, quickly brings it to a head, and the green 
fide afterwards as quickly heals it. I had an opportunity of 
feeing thefe effects in more than one inftance. Not far from 
Plettenberg's bay, along the banks of a fmall rivulet, I met 
with a whole forell of the Strelitzia Alba, whofe tall and taper
ing fi:ems, like thofe of the Areca nut, or Mountain cabbage, 
were regular and well proportioned, as the Corinthian fhaft. 
Many of them ran to the height of five and twenty or thirty 
feet, without a leaf. It is fufficiently remarkable, that the 
three Strelitzias of Africa fhould be found in three diR:ind: fitu
ations, and at great diftances from each other ; and what is 
ftill more remarkable, that the white fpecies fhould grow fo 
'!fery abundantly along the fide of one fiream of water, and 
not a fingle plant be found near any of the reft in the fame 
neighbourhood. From the great refemblance of this plant to 
the Banana tree, the peafantry call it the Wild Plantain•. 

From Plettenberg's bay we returned to the wefi:ward, croffing 
many deep and dangerous rivers. Of thefe, the Kayman, or 
Crocodiles' river, was by much the moft difficult to pafs with 
waggons, the banks on either fide being feveral hundred feet 
high, fi:eep, and rocky. It is confidently afferted, that the 
animal, whofe name the river bears, occafionally appears in it, 

• But the mol\ elegant plant that occurred in the whole foreR:, was the native vine 
of Africa. This creeper ran to the very fummita of the higheft Geel-hout trees, and 
bore a fruit in fize and 3ppearance not unlike the Morelle cherry, feldom more than two 
or three in a duller, of a very agreeable and delicate fubacid Aavor. The leaves of this 
vine are fhaped like thofe of the ivy, dark green, and fmooth on the upper, and rather 
woolly on the under, furface; not deciduous, but evergreen. 
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though none of the people with me could teftify to have feen 
any other fpecies of that genus frequenting the water, except 
Iguanas, from fix to ten feet in length. In the Nile only the 
crocodile is found, in fo high a latitude as 31° or 32°; but the 
'l'richec111, or Lamantin, frequents both coafts of Africa, from the 
l\-1editerranean to the Cape point, fometimes, though very rarely, 
entering the mouths of the rivers. 

The Kayman's river feparates the divifion of Plettenberg•s 
bay from the Autiniequas land, a traa of country which the 
Dutch government kept exclufively for its own ufe, both on 
account of the grand forefts that were here eafiJy acceffible, and 
the excellent pafturage it afforded for their cattle at all feafona 
of the year. The mountains here being near the fea, attralt 
the vapors, and caufe a greater quantity of rain to fall than 
in any other part of the colony. This divifion is terminated 
to the weftward by the great Brakke river, which rifes in 
the forefts above-mentioned, and, running direll:ly fouth, dif
charges itfelf into Mufcle bay. 

Mufcle bay, like all the others on this coaft of the colony, is 
open to the fouth-eaft, but it is fafer and better for {hipping than 
either Zwart kops, or Plettenberg's bay. The weftern point, 
called Cape Saint Blaize, is in latitude 34° 1 o' fouth, longitude 
22° 18! eaft, and diftance from the Cape about 240 Englilh 
miles. Variation of the compafs was 27° 54' weft, and time of 
high water at full and change about three o'clock. When the 
winds blow from fouth fouth-weft, weflerly, and round to eaft
north-eaft, and not too violentlr, the bay affords fecure and eafy 
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anchorage for {hips at the diftance of half a mile to that of a 
mile from the landing-place. The winds that blow fromeaft to 
fouth throw in a heavy f well ; but the fouth-eaft winds never 
blow home here as at the Cape. 

The general landing-place is upon a fandy beach, at the head 
of a fmall bay, into which runs a rivulet of water flightly im
pregnated with falt. This ftream does not appear to be capable 
of filling ~hove a dozen butts of water in a day. A magazine 
for the reception of grain is erected near the landing-place. It 
is a ftrong ftone building, one hundred and fifty feet in length, 
and will conveniently hold ten thoufand bulhels of corn. The 
price of this article delivered here is about twenty-two rix
dollars the load of thirty-one Winchefier bufhels, or at the 
rate of two fhillings and ten pence the buthel. 

The bay abounds with excellent fi{h of various kind, with 
mufcles that are large and of a ftrong flavor, and with oyfters of 
an excellent quality; and, in the winter months, the black 
whale is very plentiful. 

GTeat quantities of the common aloe grow upon the plains 
that furround Mufcle bay. The infpiffated juice of this plant 
was once an article that afforded a confiderable profit to thofe 
who were at the trouble of collecting and preparing it, but the 
price is now reduced fo low, about threepence the pound, that it 
is no longer confidered as an object worthy the attention of the 
inhabitants. Three pounds are as much as one perfon can 
collect and prepare in one day. 

y y 2 On 
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On the fifth we crotfed Gauritz river, the weftem limit of 
the divifion of Mufcle bay. This river may properly be called 
the Sink of the Colony. All the waters that have their origin 
within the diftance of one hundred and fifty miles to the eaft
ward, and as far to the weftward, upon the Great Karroo, and 
mountains to the northward of it, meet in one immenfe chafm of 
the chain of mountains neareft the fea-fhore, and are difcharged 
through the channel of the Gauritz river. The fudden and 
copious inundations of this river are almoft beyond credibility. 
The ruins of a houfe are ftill to be feen, that is faid to have been 
deftroyed by a fwelling of the river, though the fite cannot be 
much lefs than a hundred feet above the level of the channel ; at 
this time all its numerous branches fcarcely fupplied it with 
water fufficient to caufe a current. 

From Gauritz we proceeded to one of its branches, the Falfe 
river, near which were feen a great variety of brown and yellow 
ochres, and abundance of that curious ftone, already mentioned, 
under the name of Paint ftone. 

On the fixth we patfed feveral rivulets, whofe united fireams 
form the Kaffer Kuyl's river. In advancing towards the Cape, 
the country became better inhabited ; neat houfes fiood on the 
banks of all the rivers, and the gardens, and vineyards, and 
fruiteries, were more extenfive, and kept in a better ftate of cul
ture. The furface of the country interjacent between the rivers 
was very irregular, the foil dry clay and chalk, and was fit for 
little elfe than a fheep pafiure. It produced a great quantity of 
llirubs, among which was one called the Guarrie hoflb, (Royena ?) 

from 

Digitized by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

from whofe berries, and thofe of the Arduina, fome of the 
farmers had made a f weetifu wine, not unlike that which in 
Europe is procured from the Alder. 

The forefts of Plettenberg's bay, and the Autiniequas land, 
bad ceafed to clothe the feet of the mountains from the point 
directly north of Mufcle bay. Another clump now appeared, 
about twenty miles to the eaftward of the Drofdy ofZwellendam, 
called the Grootvader's bofch. This wood, in the early ftages 
of the colony, contai1;1ed as great a variety of large timber trees 
as the others, but being fo much nearer to the Cape, is now 
flripped of moft of the wood that is valuable. 

From Grootvader's bofch, a beautiful valley ftretches along the 
feet of the mountains, as far almoft as the Drofdy. This village 
is compofed of about twenty houfes, fcattered over a fertile 
valley, with a perpetual ftream of water flowing down it. The 
habitation of the Landroft ftands at the head of the valley ; is a 
very comfortable building, and has an extenfive garden attached 
to it, furrounded with plantations of oaks, and well ftocked 
with a variety of fruits. 

The diftricl: of Zwellendam, is compofed chiefly of that tracl 
of country I ying between the Black mountains and the fea-coaft, 
and ftretches to the eaftward, as far as the Camtoos river, where 
Graaff Reynet firft begins. The number of families contained 
in it, are between five and fix hundred; and the whole population 
of whites amounts to about three thoufand. The number of 

Hotten tots, 
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Hottentots, in the whole diftricl:, do not exceed two to each 
family; and-that of fiaves is about five. 

Zwellendam affords no great fupply of cattle to the Cape 
market, and ftill lefs fo of fheep. Horfes are brought up for fale 
in confiderable numbers. The revenue of the farmers are prin
cipally derived from timber, grain, butter, foap, and dried fruits. 
To a naturalift, this diftricl: is the leaft interefiing, except in 
botany, and in this department it offers an ample field. Of the 
uumber of thofe who have made that branch of fcience their 
particular purfuit, and who have vifited this colony, none have 
fufficiently attended to the native foreft trees, fo as to be able 
to affign them their places in the prevailing fyftem of arranging 
the vegetable part of the creation. Few antelopes, except the 
Reebok, Steenbok, and Duyker, are now remaining in the 
diftricl: of Zwellendam. Formerly the Bonte'bok, the Scrip/a 
of the SJ/lema Naturt:r, was almoft as numerous near the Drofdy, 
as the Springbok ftill continues to be in the Sneuwberg. At 
prefent they are rarely feen in troops exceeding a dozen. At 
one time alfo in the vicinity of Zwellendam, were a few of 
that elegant fpecies of antelope, the LeucophtEa, or blue antelope, 
an animal that is now no longer to be met with in the whole 
colony, at leaft none have been feen or heard of thefe ten years 
paft. Hares and partridges are plentiful in every part of the 
diftricl:. The woods of Autiniequas land abound with a variety 
of birds, both great and f mall. 

On the twelfth we entered the diO:ricl: of Stellenbofch, by 
croffing tb.e river Zander-end, and proceeded to Zoete Melk 
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vaJJey, a patch of excellent land belonging to government, and 
lately converted by it into a ftation for cavalry. 

Proceeding up the valley through which the Endltji river 
meanders, we halted; late in the evening, at a place called the 
Bavian's kloof, where there is a fmall eftabliilimcnt of Mora
vian miffionaries, or Hernhi.iters, fo called from a village in 
Saxony where an afylum was offered to them after their 
expulfion from Moravia. Thefe people have been fever al 
years in this colony, for the exprefs purpofe of inftructing the 
Hottentots in the doctrines of Chriftianity, but had met with littlt 
encouragement, in the object of their miffion, under the Dutch 
government. The number of their profelytes have encreafed of 
late to fuch a degree, that they have found it neceffary to fend 
to Europe for more teachers of the gofpel. 

Early in the morning I was awakened by the noife of fome of 
the fineft voices I had ever heard, and, on looking out, faw a 
group of female Hottcntots fitting on the ground. It was 
Sunday, and they had affembled thus early to chaunt the morning 
hymn. They were all neatly drefled in printed cotton gowns. 
A fight fo very different to what we had hitherto been in the 
habit of obfcrving, with regard to this unhappy clafs of beings, 
could not fail of being grateful ; and, at the fame time, it excited 
a degree of curiofity as to the nature of the efiabliiliment. The 
good fathers, who were three in number, were well difpofed to 
futisfy every queO:ion put to them. They were men of the 
middle age, plain and decent in their drefs, cleanly in their 
perfons, of modeft manners, meek and humble in their deport-
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ment, but intelligent and lively in converfation, zealous in the 
caufe of their miffion, but free from bigotry or enthufiafm. 
Every thing about the place partook of that neatnefs and fim
plicity which were the ftrongeft features in the outline of their 
character. The church they had conftrulted was a plain neat 
building ; their mill for grinding corn was fuperior to any in the 
colony; their garden was in high order, and produced abundance 
of vegetables for the ufe of the table. Almoft every thing that 
had been done was by the tabor of their own hands. Agreeably 
to the rules of the fociety, of which they were members, each 
had learned fome ufeful profeffion. One was well {killed in 
every branch of fmith's work, the fecond was a ihoemaker, and 
the third a taylor. 

Thefe miffionaries have fucceeded in bringing together into 
one fociety, more than fix hundred Hottentots, and their 
numbers are daily encreafing. Thefe live in fmall huts difperfed 
over the valley, to each of which was a patch of ground for 
raifing vegetables. Thofe who had firft joined the fociety had 
the choiceft fituations at the upper end of the valley, near the 
church, and their houfes and gardens were very neat and 
comfortable; numbers of the poor in England not fo good, and 
few better. Thofe Hottentots who chofe to learn their refpelt
ive trades, were paid for their labor as foon as they could earn 
wages. Some hired themfelves out by the week, month, or 
year, to the neighbouring peafantry; others made mats and 
brooms for fale : Come bred poultry, and others found means to 
fubfifi: by their cattle, iheep, and horfes. Many of the women 
and children of foldiers, belonging to the Hottentot corps, refide 
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at Bavian's kloof, where they are much more likely to acquire 
ind.uftrious habits than by remaining in the camp. 

On Sundays they all regularly attend the performance of 
divine fervice, and it is aftonHhing how ambitious they are to 
appear at church neat and clean. Of the three hundred, or 
thereabouts, that compofed the congregation, about half were 
dreffed in coarfe printed cottons, and the other half in the ancient 
fheep•fkin dreffes; and it appeared, on enquiry, that the former 
were the firR: who had been brought within the pale of the 
church; a proof that their circumftances at leaft had fufFered 
nothing from their change of life. Perf uafion and example had 
convinced them, that cleanlinefa in their perfons, not only added 
much to the comforts of life, but was one of the greateft prefer
vatives of health ; and that the little trifle of money they had to 
fpare, was much better applied in procuring decent covering for 
the body, than in the purchafe of f pirits and tobacco, articles fo 
far from being neceffaries, that they might juftly be confidered aa 
the moft pernicious evils. 

The deportment of the Hottentot congregation, during divine 
fervice, was truly devout. The difcourfe delivered by one of 
the fathers was lhort, but replete with good fenfe, pathetic, and 
well fuited to the occafion : tears flowed abundantly from the 
eyes of thofe to whom it was particularly addreffed. The 
females fung in a ftile that was plaintive and afFell:ing; and their 
voices were in general fweet and harmonious. Not more than 
fifty had been admitted as members of the Chrifi:ian faith, by the 
ceremony of baptif m. There appeared to be no violent zeal on 
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the part of the fathers, which is the cafe with moft other 
miffionaries, to fwell the catalogue of converts to Chriftianity, 
being more folicitous to teach their trades to fuch as might chufe 
to learn them. Adopting the idea of the humane and ingenious 
Count Rumford, their firft great object feemed to be that of 
making men happy, that they might afterwards become vir
tuous, which is certainly much founder philofophy, than the 
reyerfe of the propofition. 

It would be fuppofed, that men like thefe, fo truly refpecl:able 
in their miffionary characl:er, and irreproachable in their conduct, 
would be well received and encouraged in any country; yet fuch 
is the brutality and grofs depravity of the peafantry of this 
colony, that a party, confifting of about thirty, had entered into 
a confederacy to murder the three teachers, and to feize and 
force into their fervice all the young Hottentots that might be 
found at the place. Thefe horrid wretches had actually aff'em
bled at a neighbouring houfe, on the Saturday evening, intending 
on the following day, in the middle of divine fervice, to carry 
their murderous purpofesinto execution. Luckily for the miffion
aries, they bad intimation of what was going on through a Hot
tentot, who deferted the fervice of one of the intended aff'affins 
for that purpofe. They had laid their apprehenfions before Sir 
James Craig, who, in confequence, iff'ued his injuncl:ions, in a 
letter to the overfeer of the poft of Zoete Melk valley, that no 
inhabitant ihould in any £hape moleft the Hernhilters, on pain 
of incurring the heavieft difpleafure of the government. The 
letter arrived on the very day they were affembled, and the 
paltroons, on hearing it read, fneaked off each to his own home, 
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and the miffionaries fince that time have continued to exercife 
their funcl:ions unmolefted. The caufe of the farmers' hatred to 
thefe people, is their having taught the Hotteotots the ufe of 
their liberty, and the value of their labor, of which they had 
long been kept in ignorance. 

At the point of a f mall detached mountain, to the fouthward 
of Bavian's kloof, is a warm fpring, whofe waters are p-retty 
much ufed by invalids from the Cape. They are ftrongly 
chalybeate, like thofe near Olifant's river, and rife out of the 
fame kind of black turfy ground, in which were large maff'es· of 
a brown ponderous iron ftone, that apparently contained from 
60 to 70 per cent. of iron. The Dutch government had caufed 
a houfe to be erecl:ed, for the accommodation of fuch as might be 
inclined to ufe the waters; which is now in fo ruinous and filthy 
a ftate, that the appearance of it is much better calculated to 
haft en the progrefs of the difeaf e, than the convalefcence of the 
patient. Moft of the EnglHh who have ufed the bath, have 
taken their lodgings at a farm houfe, about a mile from the 
wells, where there are comfortable accommodations for a few 
perfons. The temperature of the waters, where they firft 
break out of the ground, is 114° of Fahrenheit, but in the bath 
they are reduced to 110°. They are chiefly recommended for 
rheumatic complaints and debilitated conftitutions. 

From the bath we proceeded to the weftward, crolfed a fteep 
fandy hill, called the Hou boek, and on the feventeenth, de
fcended the Hottentot's Holland's kloof, a difficult pafs acrofs 
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the great north and fouth chain of mountains, but infinitely 
lefs fo than either the Duyvil's kop, or the Kayman's river. 

From the portal, or entrance of the kloof, is a grand 
"View of the Cape peninfula, the fweeping iliores of the two 
great bays, and the intermediate dreary ifthmus appearing like 
a fea of fand, and enlivened only by a few neat farm houfes, 
fcattered over the fore-ground, at the feet of the great 
chain of mountains. The middle of the ifthmus is inhabited 
only by a few poor people, who gain a fubfiftence by collea.ing 
the ftems and roots of the ilirubs that grow in the fand, and 
fending them in fmall carts to the Cape, where they are fold for 
fuel. The diftance from Hottentot's Holland's kloof to Cape 
Town, is about thirty-fix miles, or an eafy day's journey, which 
we made on the eighteenth of January ; not forry to have 
brought to an end a feven months' tour, in the courfe of which 
many perfonal inconveniences and difficulties had occurred, 
to be borne and furmounted only by a determination to gratify 
curiofity at the expence of comfort. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Slutcbes on a jo11rne1 into tbt CQuntry of the Namaaquas. 

THE breaking up of the fouth-eaft monfoon, which generally 
happens towards the end of April or the beginning of May, 

is a f eafon of the year that, of all others, is worft calculated for 
undertaking a journey through the fandy defarts of Souther~ 
Africa. Should the change of the monfoon not have taken place 
when the traveller fets out, the long drought which alwa~ pre
.cedes it will have parched up and deftroyed vegetation to fuch 
a degree, that bis cattle would be in danger of perHhing frolJl 
fcarcity of food, and ftill more fo from want of water: and, 
fhould the contrary be the cafe, he is equally unfortunate, as 
not only for Come time he will find no pafturage, but muft alfo 
have to contend with all the inconveniences of ftormy weather, 
and perhaps be retarded for weeks together by the {welling of 
the rivers. 

Weighty as thefe objections appea£ed to be, it was tho11ght 
expedient to commence a journey to the northern parts of the 
colony, along the weftern coaft, at the very moment when the 
breaking up of the fummer monfoon was expected. It was the 
tenth of April when I fet forward from Cape Town, with a covered 
waggon, and twelve flout oxen, in good condition, a fingle horfe, 
a 0ave, a waggoner, and leader, who had accompanied me an 
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the other journies, and an additional Hottentot to attend the 
oxen for relays: for it muft not be fuppofed, that the fame team 
of oxen fhould be able to draw daily for a length of time. The 
farmers, who live only at the diftance of ten days' journey from 
the Cape, feldom come up with lefs than a couple 9f teams of 
bullocks to ufe alternately. They alfo travel at nights, for the 
fake of coolnefs, and that their cattle may graze or browfe 
during the day. 

But for the better convenience of thofe who travelled on the 
public fervice, government impofed a kind of tax on the farmers, 
by obliging them to furnifh Voo,j]>ans, or gratuitous teams of 
oxen, whenever they fhould be demanded. • It was confidered 
as a fufficient recompenfe for this fervice, that they were fupplied 
by the government, without any expence to themfelves, with 
powder and ball, to carry on their expeditions againft their 
enemies, the Bosjef mans. In the prefent, as well as on the 
former tour, I availed myfelf of this privilege of ancient ufage 
in the colony, and never met with a refufal, or even a reludant 
compliance with the demand, which, indeed, was always 
requefted not as a matter of right, but of favor. 

None of my Hottentots being acquainted with one ftep of the 
northern tour I was about to undertake, we had to depend en
tirely on the information of the farmers as to the road and moft 
convenient halting places. The firft day brought us to Koeherg, 
about eighteen miles from the Cape ; and the fecond to Groene 
kloof, about fixteen miles farther of deep fandy road, a hard 
day's drag for a dozen oxen. 

Groene 
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Groene kloof is a divifion of the Cape diftria, confifting of 
feveral clumps of fmall hills, that crofs the fandy flip, extending 
along the weftern coaft. On the dales that lie within thefe hills 
are copious fprings of good water, and excellent pafturage for 
cattle and horfes. None of the ground near the Cape can be 
confidered as remarkably productive in grain; it requires ma
nure, or to lie fallow for two or three years, and even then 
affords nothing that in England would be confidered as a crop. 
It appears from the returns of grain, which the farmers are 
obliged to deliver annually to government, that the average 
product is under tenfold. In places clofe to the town, the 
returns are much Iefs, the ground being worn out by a con
tinual fucceffion of crops of grain. 

Among the hills of Groene kloof, are confiderable numbers of 
Steenboks, Duykers, and Reeboks, and a few Hartebeefts, but 
frequent vifits of fportf men from the Cape have made them very 
thy. Hares, korhaens, grous, and partridges, were fufficiently 
plentiful. Various fpecies of the Iiliaceous tribe, particularly of 
the amaryllis, and other bulbous rooted plants, were now in 
bloom, but the long drought had left little verdure on the fides 
of the hills. At this feafon of the year that refrelhing tint is 
only to be looked for in the neighbourhood of f prings and 
rivulets. 

The boufe of Slabert, the Tea fa11teyn, is the next ufual ftage 
beyond Groene kloo£ As this family holds a diftinguifhed 
place in the page of a French traveller in Southern Africa, the 
veracity of whofe writings have been called in queftion, curiofity 
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was naturally excited to make Come enquiries from them con
cerning this author. He was well known to the family, and 
had been received into their houfe at the recommendations of 
the fifcal ; but the whole of his tranfall:ions i11 this part of the 
country wherein his own heroifm is fo fully fet forth, they affert 
to be fo many fabrications. The fi:ory of fhooting the tyger, in 
which his great courage is contrafi:ed with the cowardice of the 
peafantry, I read to them out of his book. They laughed very 
heartily, and affured me that although the ftory had fome found
~tion in fall: the animal had been fhot through the body by a 

jlell-roar or trap-gun, fet by a Hottentot, and was expiring under 
a bufh at the time they found it, when the valiant Frenchman 
difcharged the contents of his mufquet into the tyger and dif
patched him. The firft book which he publifhed, of his Travels 
to the Eaftward, contains much correa information, accurate 
defcription, and a number of pointed and jufi: obfervations. 
The fate of the copy of this, encouraged the making of a fecond, 
the materials of which, flight as they were, feem to have chiefly 
been fumifhed by the publication of an Englifh traveller, whom 
he pretenda to correct ; and, from an account of an expedition to 
the northward, fent out by the Dutch government of the Cape 
in fearch of a tribe of people reported to wear linen clothing. The 
fall: feems to be this : that he left Zwart/and in July, travelled 
to the Orange river, and returned at the beginning of the fol
lowing December, at which time he is condull:ing his readers 
to the northward, as far as the tropic. The inventive faculties 
of the Abbe Philippo, who is the real author of the work, fupplied 
what he conceived to be wanting in the traveller's remarks, 
~nd in the two above-mentioned publications. 

From 
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From the houfe of Slabert we croff'ed the country to Saldanha 
bay, which, as a fpacious, fecure, and commodious £beet of in
land fea water, for the reception of £hipping, can fcarcely 
perhaps be equalled in any part of the world. It extends in 
length near fifteen miles, in the direl\:ion of the coaft, which is 
about north by eaft, and fouth by weft ; and the entrance into it 
is near the northern end, through a ridge of granite hills, mode. 
rately high. In this entrance are three rocky iflands, two of 
which, named Jutten and Malagas, are partly without; and the 
third of flat naked rock, called Marcus, is direll:ly in the mouth 
of the paff'age, about three quarters of a mile from the northern, 
and a little more than a mile from the fouthern points of land, 
forming the entrance. Thefe and the ifland being once forti
fied, would render the bay inacceffible to an enemy's fleet. To 
the fouthward of the entrance, and within the bay, are two 
other iflands, called the Schaapen and the Mewen. Between 
thefe is a narrow paff'age into the fouth angle of the bay, which 
is called the Laguna, or lake, where cutters, fchooners, filhing 
fuips, and all kinds off mall craft, to al moll: any amount, might 
lie as fecurely as in a dock. On the north fide of thefe two 
i.Oands is alfo good and fafe anchorage for large £hips ; and it 
was here that the fquadron of Admiral Lucas was lying, when 
captured by that of Sir George Elphinftone. 

But the northern part of Saldanha bay, diftinguilhed by the 
name of Hootjes bay, affords the moft eligible, convenient, and 
fecure anchorage for large £hipping, being land-locked and ihel
tered from all winds. There is alfo a very excellent landing
place near a mafs of granite rock, which is convertible into a 
commodious pier. The weftern £bore of Hootjes bay is fkirted 
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by a range of granite rocks, along the fides of which flup
ping might be hove down to repair, the water being four 
fathoms deep, clofe in with the rocks. The Dutch ihip Middle
burg, that was fet on fire when Commodore Johnftone appeared 
off the bay, went down with her fides juft touching thefe rocks, 
where fhe now lies under water as ff alongfide a quay. 

The entrance of Saldanha bay lies in latitude 33° 10' fouth, 
longitude 1 8° eaft, and the difiance from Table bay is eighteen 
leagues north by weft. About nine leagues to the fouthward of 
the entrance is a low .flat ifland, not many miles from the main 
land, called Dalren ifland, which is faid to be conftantly covered 
with rabbits and penguins. The former may generally be taken 
with great eafe ; for on the appearance of people on the ifland, 
the penguins take polreffion of the rabbit holes, to the exclufion 
of the rightful owners. Saldanha bay, the iliores of Dalren 
ifland, and Robben ifland, in the mouth of Table bay, abound 
with the different kinds of fi{h peculiar to this part of 
the world. Saldanha bay, in the winter feafon, is frequented 
by vaft numbers of the black whale. At this time they were 
juft beginning to fet in. A whaler that had entered the bay, on 
trial, found no difficulty in picking up a large fi{h every day. 

From the many conveniences that Saldanha bay polrelres, as a 
fecure harbour for fhipping, at all feafons of the year, where 

they may be repaired, and even built, muft, on the other hand, 
be dedull:ed very ferious difadvantages, without the removal of 
which it will ever be prevented from becoming the general ren
dezvous of a .fleet ; thefe are the want of wood and of freili water. 

The 
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The firft might indeed be fupplied, to a certain degree, from 
the adjacent country. In the fand hills, that furround a part of the 
bay, grow feveral kinds of fhrubby plants, whofe long and thick 
roots are eafi4y drawn out of the loofe fand, and in fuch abun
dance, as fcarcely to be cred~ted. They form a kind of fubter
ranean foreft. The fides of the hills alfo, and the extenfive 
plains, are covered with fruitefcent plants. ,v as the country 
planted with the oak, poplar, filver tree, and others that grow 
near the Cape, plenty of firewood might, in a very few years, 
be fumHhed for any number of 1hipping that would ever 
frequetlt the bay. 

The fcarcity of water is a much more ferious evil than that of 
wood, and perhaps more difficult to obviate. There are two 
fmall fprings towards the fouth end of the bay, but the water of 
both is fiightly impregnated with fa)t. The farmers feem to 
have no idea of digging wells, or of opening a f pring to let it 
run; on the contrary, the ufual practice is that of making a 
large dam clofe to the f pring : by fo doing, they expofe a greater 
furface to the ac\:ion of the fun, which is certainly an unwife 
meafure, on a foil fo ftrongly impregnated with faline fubftances, 
and in a climate where evaporation is fo powerfully carried on. 
On a trial being made, by order of the late Admiral Sir Hugh 
Chriftian, to obtain water by digging near the landing-place of 
Hootjes bay, a mafs of granite rock, of a fteel blue color, was 
entered to the depth of thirty or forty feet, and the f mall quan
tity of water that oozed through the feams, was found to be 
impregnated with falt. 
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The heft method of fupplying water at the bay feems to 
be that of bringing it in leaden pipes from a copious elevated 
fpring, about fix miles to the northward of Hootjes bay. 
This f pring at Witte Klip, or the white rock, appears to be 
quite fufficient for every purpofe, and the expence of con
veyance would be moderate, at leaft of little confideration. 
when compared with the magnitude of the object. 

It was a favorite fubject of converfation with the late Colonel 
Gordon, and fome other Dutch gentlemen, to turn the courfe
of the Berg river into Saldanha bay, by which they would not. 
only furnifh a plentiful fupply of water for a town, garrifon. 
and fhipping, but would, at the fame time, open a navigation 
into the interior of the country, particularly into Zwartland, 
the granary of the colony. Such a fcheme would, no doubt, 
be prall:icable, though that part of it which regards the fupply 
of a fleet and town with frefh water would perhaps fail to 
anfwer the purpofe, for the following reafons: That part of the 
Berg river, where it would be the moft prall:icable to turn its 
courfe, is within a mile or two of the place to which the high 
fpring tides flow, and about twenty miles from the prefent 
mouth of the river in Sc. Helena bay. The diftance from the· 
fame place, along the line in which the new channel would be. 
carried to Saldanha bay, is about five and twenty or perhaps 
thirty miles. Allowing for the circuitous courfe of the river in 
its prefent channel, and confidering the bays of Saldanha and 
St. Helena to have the fame difference of level with the place at 
which the river is propofed to be turned, the general current in 
the new would be the fame as that in the prefent channel, and 
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this is fo very trifling, that, let there be given in the new one 
a fall as little as poffible at the firft, and as great as poffible near 
the bay, the tide would neverthclefs fet up it for many miles, 
and render the water completely falt. Were a canal made to 
terminate in an open bafon near the bay, there is reafon to 
think that, without a current, it would conftantly be choaked 
up with the immenfe volumes of fand that are fhifting and roll
ing over the level furface whenever the winds blow ftrong. 

The general furface of the country, between the Berg river 
and Saldanha bay, is flat and fandy, exhibiting, however, a 
continued foreft of fhrubbery. It is very thinly inhabited, on 
account of the fcarcity of fre{h water. The ground, however, is 
uncommonly fertile. The ufual returns on wheat are from 
fifteen to twenty fold. Barley yields from thirty to forty. They 
ufe no manure, and in fame places the foil is fo Ioofe and fandy, 
that the operation of ploughing is unnecetfary. Garden plants 
of all kinds thrive remarkably well. It is curious enough to fee 
pumpkins, melons, cauliflowers, and other vegetables, growing 
luxuriantly in lheer fand. At one place they were rooting out 
fugar canes, that had overf pread a garden, to give place for a 
plantation of tobacco. The greafy appearance, and the adhefive 
quality, of the fandy foil that covers the furface of this part of 
the country, are probably loamy or marly particles that render 
it fo particularly favorable to vegetation. From the chalky 
maffes of ftone that lie at certain depths under, and fometimes 
appear above, the fandy furface, may perhaps be difengaged, by 
fome fimple or combined all:ion of the air and the faline bodies 
in the fand, that fpecies of aeriform acid contained in chalk, 
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which late experiments have £hewn to be the kind of aliment 
moft congenial to the nature of plants. 

Notwithftanding the fertility of the ground, and the facility of 
tillage, a very inconfiderable quantity of grain is produced, 
owing to the diftance and heavy roads to the only market in the 
colony. Draught oxen are fcarce and dear in the neighbour
hood of the Cape, and vaft numbers are annually deftroyed, in 
tranfporting the articles of neceffary confumption to Cape 
Town. There is a curious paragraph in the Minutes of the 
Proceedings in the government of Van Riebeck, the founder of 
the colony, which £hews the extreme fcarcity of cattle in the 
early ftages of the fettlement, before fome daring adventurers 
penetrated beyond the great ranges of mountains. It ftates, that 
the captains of four Engliih £hips having arrived in the bay 
and prefented the governor and council with pipes, glafres, 
brandy, and other acceptable articles, the governor in council 
refolved, in order to £hew that the Hollanders were not ,~anting 
in gratitude and civility, that the ox belonging to the Company, 
which had died, not of difeafe, but from hunger, ihould be 
divided into four quarters, and that one ihould be fent to the 
captain of each £hip. 

The bay of St. Helena is about fifteen miles, over a fandy 
flip of land, to the northward of Hootjes bay. It refembles 
Table bay, than which it is a little more open and expofed to 
the northerly and north-wefterly winds, but has much clearer 
anchorage. There is a fmall fpring of frefh water at the point 
of the hilly peninf ula that runs along the coaft from Saldanha 
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bay. The Berg river, though an immenfe mafs of water, is fo 
fanded up at the mouth, that boats can enter it only at high 
water. There ftill remain a few Hippopotami towards the 
lower part of this river, but they are very 1hy, and come up at 
nights only, to the place where the water begins to be frefh. 
The Dutch government, in order to preferve this animal in the 
colony, impofed a fine of a thoufand guilders on any perfon that 
1hould put one of them to death. Game of every kind is very 
plentiful towards the mouth of the river. The two large ante
lopes, the hartebeeft, and the gemfbok, are occafional vifitors 
of this part of the country. 

At the diftance of fifteen miles from the mouth of the river, I 
croffed it in a boat, and floated over the waggon with a caik. 
The road on the oppofite fide was fo heavy, and fo great the ex
tent of country uninhabited, on account of the deep fandy fur
face, and fcarcity of water, that it was dark before the waggon 
could arrive at the place where it was propofed to halt for the 
night. The driver, though an inhabitant of the country, loft his 
way over the uniform furface of fand and bufhes, and we were 
three hours dragging backwards and forwards before the houfe 
could be difcovered, though clofe upon it the whole time. It 
was a wretched hovel of rufhes, ftanding in the midft of a fandy 
plain. The night was very cold, and there was neither food nor 
fhelter for the horfes, nor water for the cattle. The ihifting of 
the fand-drifts had choaked up the briny fpring, and the inhabit
ants had been obliged for fome time to fetch their water from 
the Berg river, a diftance at leaft of twelve miles. At the 
hazard, therefore, of lofing our way a fecond time, I deter-
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mined to proceed to the next habitation, which was faid to be 
about four miles farther. On arriving there, at midnight, it 
was fouud to be very little better than the other. The 
marks of extreme poverty appeared on the houfe and its in
habitants. A cow, or two, a little corn, a few iheep and 
goats, conftituted the whole of their poffeffions. Yet thefe 
are in much better circumftances than the generality of the 
peafantry of Europe, having the benefit of a climate that 
requires little clothing, and no artificial heat, both of which 
are abfolutely neceffary in moft countries of the latter ; and they 
may here, at all times, procure abundance to fatisfy the cra
vings of nature. 

It was on thefe miferable plains that the Abbe de la Caille ter
minated the meaf urement of his bafe from the Cape, in order to 
afcertain the length of a degree of the meridian in the fouthern 
parallels of latitude. Ref pelting this great mathematician and 
aftronomer, and his arduous undertaking, the learned author of 
a Mathematical Dillionary, lately publilhed, has the following 
remark : " Having thus executed the purpofe of his voyage, 
" and no prefent opportunity offering for his return, he thought 
" of employing the vacant time in another arduous attempt; 
" no lefs than that of taking the meafure of the earth, as he had 
" already done that of the heavens. This, indeed, had been 
" done before by different f ets of learned men, both in Europe 
" and America; fome determining the quantity of a degree at 
" the equator, and others at the arllic circle: but it had not as 
" yet been decided, whether in the fouthern parallels of latitude 
" the fame dimenfions obtained as in the northern. His labors 
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" were rewarded with the fatisfaltion he wifued for, having 
" determined a diftance of 410814 feet from a place called 
" Klip fanteyn to the Cape, by means of a bafe of 38802 feet 
" three times al\:ually meafured: whence he difcovered a new 
" fecret of nature, namely, that the radii of the parallels in fouth 
" latitude, are not the fame length as thofe of the corref ponding 
" parallels in north latitude." 

If the obfervations of the Abbe be correa, and I believe they 
have never been called in queflion, the refult of them, giving a 
larger bulk to the fouthern hemifphere of the earth than to the 
northern, may, perhaps, be fufficiently fatisfactory to account 
for the equipoife of the globe without having recourfe to a 

Jouthern continent, which many learned and ingenious gentlemen 
imagined to exift, in order to ,counterbalance the great quantity 
of mountainous land in high northern latitudes. 

The oxen for relays having followed the waggon alone, with
out the Hottentot who had the charge of them, his companions 
began to grow uneaf y about him. Having had a violent head
ach the preceding evening, occafioned by repletion, he had 
afk.ed me for an emetic. At firA: he took three grains of tar
tarized antimony, which produced no effect. In the courfe of 
half an hour, I gave him three more without fuccefs. The 
third time he f wallowed a double dofe which anf wered the 
purpofe. His companions concluded that he muft have died on 
the road from the effect of the medicine, and were continually 
repeating in my hearing, that it was pity I had given him fo 
much. Though perfectly at eafe myfelf with refpel\: to any 
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harm that would come to the Hottentot, having had former ex
perience of the ftrength of their ftomachs, yet it was no eaf y 
matter to convince the reft of it ; and his abfence was alfo a very 
ferious inconvenience. In the morning however he made his 
appearance. He had fallen afleep, it feemed, about the middle 
of the preceding day, and had not awakened till night. Though 

! very dark and unacquainted with a fingle ftep of our route, he 
had found us by following the tract of the waggon. At this 
fort of bufinefs a Hottentot is uncommonly clever. There is 
not an animal among the numbers that range the wilds of 
Africa, if he be at all acquainted with it, the print of whofe 
feet he cannot diftingui{h. And though the marks by which 
his judgment is directed be very nice, they are conftant in ani
mals in a ftate of nature, whereas domefticated animals are liable 
to many accidental variations. He will diftinguith the wolf, 
for inftance, from the domeftic dog, by the largenefs of the 
ball of the foot, and the comparative fmallnefs of the toes. 
The print of any of his companions' feet he would fingle 
out among a thoufand. The peafantry are alfo tolerably expert 
in tracing game by the marks of their feet ; it is, in fact, a 
part of their education. An African boor gains a fort of 
reputation by being clever op bet J}>oor. This is the method 
by which, on moonlight nights, they hunt down the poor 
Bosjefmans. 

At the eafiern extremity of the fandy plain, I was fortunate 
enough to procure frefh oxen, to enable me to pafs the northern 
point of the Picquet berg, a clump of mountains, probably fo 
named from their pofition in front of the great chain. Grain, 
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fruit, good tobacco, and a limited number of cattle, are the pro .. 
duce of the farms, at the feet of thefe mountains. At one place 
they were diftilliog an ardent fpirit of no difagreeable flavor, 
from water-melons, the largeft I remember to have ever feen. 

The deep fandy plains were fucceeded by ftill deeper fandy 
hills, over which the waggon made but very flow progrefs, the 
wheels finking to the axes every moment. Thefe hills, or 
rather mountains, of fand, extended near thirty miles beyond the 
point of the Picquet berg, before they attained their greateft ele
vation, where a very curious and grand fpell:acle prefented itfelf. 
Along the fummit, which was feveral miles in width, and the 
length from north to fouth bounded only by the horizon, rofe 
out of the coarfe chryftallized fand and fragments of fandftone, 
a multitude of pyramidal columns, fame of which were feveral 
hundred feet in diameter, and as many in height; thefe, viewed 
from a diftance, had the regular appearance of works of art. 
The materials were alfo fandftone, bound together by veins of a 
firmer texture, containing a portion of iron. The cavernous 
appearance of thefe peaked columns, that had hitherto withftood, 
though not entirely efcaped, the corroding tooth of time, and 
the viciffitudes of devouring weather, proclaimed their vaft an
tiquity ; and the coarfe fand in which their bafes were buried, 
and the fragments of the fame material that were fcattered over 
the furface, and not yet crumbled away, were fufficiently de
monftrative that thefe pyramids had once been united, making 
at that time one connell:ed mountain, fimilar to the great north
ern range. Out of the mouldered remains of thefe mountains 
had been formed the inferior hills of fand, while the finer parti-
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cles, wafted by the winds and the torrents, have refted on the 
plains that ftretch along the fea coaft. The united ftreamlets of 
water among thefe hills compofe a lheet of confiderable extent, 
called the Yerlooren 'Valley, or the Forlorn lake. It had fome 
refemblance to the Knyfna, near Plettenberg's bay, but was 
totally devoid of the appendages that beautify the latter. In
ftead of green knolls, fkirted and capped by foreft trees, the 
Forlorn lake was furrounded by barren mountains of fand, 
crowned with maifes of naked rock. The margin of the lake, 
however, was belted with good ground, and feemed to be tolera
bly we]] inhabited. 

It was three long days" journeys before the hitls of fand 
were left behind, and a new fort of country, ftill fandy, pre
fented along the banks of the 0/ifant, or Elephant's river, which, 
like the Berg, is one of the few rivers in the colony that is never 
entirely dried up. It receives a conftant fupply from the nu
merous rills that defcend from the great northern chain of 
mountains, along the feet of which it Bows, till their dif
continuance in a connecl:ed range, between the thirty-firft and 
thirty-fecond degree of latitude. Here they branch out into a 
number of rugged hills and detached maffes, till at length they 
mingle with the Karroo plains. After the breaking up of the 
chain of mountains, the Elephant's river turns off to the weft
ward, and falls into the fca, in latitude 31 I O north. The 
mouth of this river is contracl:ed, rocky, and fhallow, and 
feldom fafe to be entered by boats. Within, it is navigable near 
thirty miles up the country, which is, however, wild, and 
almoft uninhabited, owing to the fcarcity of freth water. 

The 
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The banks·of the river, where we croffed it, afforded feveral 
Tery excellent farms. The rice that was produced here was a 
large heavy grain, and white as fnow. The multitude of birds 
attracted by this grain, requires a number of people to guard 
it from them. The fmall Loxia Ajlrild is particularly trouble
fome. The immenfe flocks of this f pecies of Grofsbeak may in 
Come degree be conceived, from the circumftance of three-and
fixty having been iliot at one difcharge of a fmall fowling-piece. 

On the twenty-firft I attempted, with fixteen fre{h oxen in 
the waggon, to cr6fa the great chain of mountains; which was 
effected in about eight hours. The palfage had not been made 
at this place for a length of time by any waggon, yet as the 
ufual circuitous road would have occafioned the lofs of a whole 
day, I confidered it as an object worth the trial. 

This part of the chain of mountains was exceedingly grand 
and lofty, and the road that ferpentized through the lower 
paffes, between the high points, was dreadfully fteep and rocky. 
On approaching the fummit, the fame kind of pyramidal re
mains made their appearance, in the midft of a furface of fand 
and fragments of rock. Thefe peaks were fome of them a thou
fand feet high, and of fuch vaft bulk, that each might be con
fidered as a feparate mountain. They form the very higheft 
ridge of the great chain, but the general fummit to be paffed 
over, in the approach to them, was at leaA: five miles in width. 
The grotefque manner in which the refifting fragments grew out 
of this furface, or, rolling from the upper ridges, had tumbled 
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on each other, forming natural chambers, arches, colonnades, 
and Stonebenges, to the magnitude of which, that on SalHbury 
Plain would appear but as .a cottage by the fide of that city's 
great cathedral ; all of thefe fo wafted, and corroded, and 
cavernous, the fkeletons only of what they once were, ftruck 
the mind with the fame kind of melancholy awe, that the con
templation of the remains of ancient grandeur generally in
f pires. Waiting in the mid ft of thefe antique ruins, the mind 
was in vain bufied in trying to form fome eftimation of the 
meafure of time that had paffed away in eJFed:ing the general 
depreffion of the mountain, and equally vain was it to attempt 
a calculation, in how many ages yet unborn, the ftupendous 
maffes, of at leaft a thoufand feet high, of folid rock, would 
diffolve, and " leave not a rack behind." 

It could be at no lofs, however, to comprehend, whence 
proceeded the fandy plains that ftretched along the weftern coat\: 
of this country, to a diftance yet untravelled. This range of 
mountains alone, taken at two hundred miles in length, five 
miles in width, and the general depreffion at a hundred feet 
only, would have fupplied materials to cover uniformly to the 
depth of three feet, a plain of thiny-three thoufand fquare 
miles. A farther idea fuggefted itfelf, that all the fand of the 
fea {bores probably owed its origin to the remains of worn
down mountains, fcattered by the winds, and borne down by 
torrents into the " bofom of the deep," and thence thrown 
back upon its fhores. This theory feems to be eftablifhed by 
falts. In Africa the whole coaft is fand, from the Cape of 
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Good Hope to the Gulph of Benin, under the equinoctial 
line, an extent through which it is more than probable, the 
ftratified mountains of fand-ftone continue to run ; whilft, on 
the oppofite continent, the rocky fuore extends from the line to 
the fouthemmoft Cape, becaufe the whole of the mountains 
there are compofed of durable granite. Geological obfer
vations on the gradual decay, or rather mutation of fuper
ficial form of this our habitable earth, leaves a doubt on the 
unprejudiced and unlhackled mind, of the idea of the popu
lar Jewi{h notion, that would limit its creation to the fuort 
period of fix thoufand years. The human mind appears 
loft and bewildered in attempting to form any conception of 
a beginning of the exiftence of matter, or of ought antecedent 
to it. 

On approaching the upper part of the mountains, the weather 
became fuddenly boifterous, and to a perfect calm and mild 
atmof phere fucceeded, in the courfe of a few hours, a violent 
hurricane that roared through the vaulted rocks, and a cold and 
piercing air. Yet in this elevated fituation, a fmall f pring of 
water had tempted a peafant to erect his cottage, around which 
was juft as much ground as was fufficient to afford a fupply of 
bread to its poffeff or. Solitary and wretched as the hovel ap
peared to be, it was crowded with perfons of both fexes, in the 
height of gaiety. The owner of the place had juft returned 
from the Cape, and had brought with him a fupply of brandy, 
with which they were making merry. The pooreft peafant, on 
his annual vifit to the Cape, never fails to lay in, among other 
articles of purchafe, a cafk offapie, and this has little reft day 
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or night till it be exbaufted. Friends and ftrangers are equally 
welcome to it as long as it will run. Among the prefent com
pany were two men whom, from their countenances, I could 
perceive to be Europeans. They had been long enough in the 
country to forget their -own language, but not to have learned 
that of the Dutch, fo that in fad: they fcarcely had the means 
of making themfelves intelligible to any one. The one was an 
Irifhman, the other Englifh, and both were probably deferters 
from the army or the navy. The firft had taken up the pro
feffion of a Wtl/er-wyzer or diG:overer of water, and had fhewn 
fagacity enough to eftablifh a fort of reputation in the country. 
By fpeaking little, looking wife, and frequent application to 
the eye of a double convex lens, which happened to have an 
air-bubble within it, he had practifed with great fuccefs on the 
credulity and ignorance of the Dutch farmers, and had ob
tained from them, by this and other means, a pair of horfes, 
and feiveral hundred rix-dollars of paper money. Lighting their 
pipes at the fun by means of his glafs, and the perfuafion that 
the air-bubble within it was a drop of water that poffeffed the 
fympat,1etic quality of always turning towards its kindred 
element, had fuch an irrefiftible effect on the rude minds of the 
African boors, that the Irifhman, like a true quack, appreciated 
llis confequence fo highly, that he never deigned to pay a vifit 
to any farmer, in order to examine the ftate of his water, with
out a previous fee. Obferving me laugh at the credulity of 
the people gaping at his mountebank tricks, he took occafion 
to fpeak to me apart, begging, for God's fake, I would not de
tect the impofture, as he was now in fuch good practice that 
he was able to keep an affiftant. Surprife ceafes at the credulity 
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of men born and educated in the wilds of Africa, on reflecting 
to what extent the impofiors of Europe have fucceeded, in living 
upon the folly of thofe who have been weak enough to lifien 
to them. Animal magnetifrri has raifed many a quack to a 
ftate of grandeur, at the expence of credulity; and the nonfenfe 
of the virgula divi11atoria, or divining rod, has fiill its votaries. 

There never perhaps were a fct of men fo void of refources in 
overcoming difficulties as the Dutch farmers of the Cape. The 
inanity of mind, and the indolent habit of body, are not even 
furmounted by felf-interefi. Their ignorance cannot be a mat
ter of wonder, but we often find in Europe unlettered men pof
feffed of great talents and ingenuity. No printing-prefs has yet 
found its way to the Cape of Good Hope, except a fmall one 
for cards or hand-bills. They contrive, indeed, to publifu a 
fort of almanac, but that of the current year has fomewhat 
fufFered in its reputation, by having ftated an eclipfe of the 
moon to fall on the day preceding the full, and to be invifible, 
when, unluckily for the almanac-maker, it happened at its pro
per time, vifible, and nearly total. 

The defcent to the eaflern plain was feveral hundred feet lefa 
than had been the afcent of the oppofite face of the mountain. 
The country was now rough and fiony, bounded by a high 
ridge of wall-fided rock, from five hundred to a thoufand feet 
in height. The fummit was a broad belt, of that kind of fur
face formerly fpoken of under the name of Karroo. A partial 
elevation ftill higher than this furface, is called the Bokkeveld's 
mountain, and refembles, in its appearance and produce, the 
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mountains of Sneuwberg. In afcending the Bokkeveld, the 
fouth-eaft monfoon threatened a change. The wind having 
blown A:rong from that quarter for three days, fuddenly changed 
to the northward, and the contention produced inceffant peals 
of thunder the whole day, heavy rain, and the largeft hailftones 
I ever faw. Some of them meafured fix-tenths of an inch in 
diameter ; and a peafant who lived on the higheft part, afferted 
that they fell near his houfe as large as pullets' eggs. On the 
weather clearing up at night, the temperature of the air had 
decreafed from 78° at noon, to 40° of Fahrenheit''s Scale. 

In the courfe of a very few days after the rain, the furface 
of the Bokkeveld became one verdant carpet of herbaceous plants, 
embroidered by a multitude of the humble, yet beautiful, Oxali1, 
fome red, fome white, and others yellow. Game of moll: kinds 
is very abundant in this diftrict, particularly hares, buftards, and 
partridges, which we daily faw in thoufands; and they were fo 
very tame, that we had no difficulty in procuring whatever 
quantity we wHhed for. 

The divifion of Onder, or lower Bokkeveld, being the remoteft 
in the colony on this fide, and bordering on the country 
inhabited by thofe Maroon Hottentots, called Bosjefmans, it be
came neceffary in order to proceed to the north ward, to make 
an addition to my people, not only as a protection againft the 
favages, but as guides over an uninhabited defert of the fame 
nature as the great Karroo leading to GraafF Reynet. Louw, 
the Veld Commandant, readily offered his fervicea, but he was 
totally unacquainted with the defert that fkirted his diftrict. A 
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Hottentot, however, was foon found, to whom were known all 
the places where water was moft likely to be met with, and he 
was glad of the occafion to all as guide. 

Having mounted a fecond waggon to carry the necefi"ary pro
vifions and grain for our horfes, we fet forward at an early hour 
in the morning, in order to arrive at the fteep edge of the 
mountain before dark. From this precipice, which in many parts 
is not lefs than two thoufand feet, the Karroo plains beneath ap
peared as a vaft fea, and the horizon was interrupted only by 
a few diftant hills, rifing out of the dreary wafte like fo many 
iilanda. We defcended the precipice where it was leaft fteep, 
and having reached in fafety the bottom, ju•ft before dark, we 
yoked freih oxen into the waggons, and launched forth upon the 
defert. About midnight we halted upon the Thorn river, which 
unexpectedly ran in a confiderable ftream, but the water was falt 
u brine. A fpring near the river called the Stink fonte1n, threw 
out water that was faline to the tafte, and had a m·oft dif
gufting fetid fmell. The thunder ftorm and heavy rain, that 
for a whole day had continued on the Bokkeveld, had not ex
tended to the Karroo. The furface was dry and dufty, as in 
the middle of fummer, and the few ihrubby plants that are 
peculiar to this fort of country, generally of the fucculent kind, 
were fo parched and ihrivelled, that vegetation feemed for a 
length of time to have been fuf pended. 

We were here vifited by a party of Bosjefmans, headed by a 
captain or chic£ This man was well known to the commandant, 
having been of fignal fervice to him in expeditions againft his 
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own countrymen, whofe marauding· way of life he had been pre
vailed upon to quit, with his whole horde, on the promife of 
pardon and protection of the government. It is now fifteen 
years fince they had taken up their abode on the edge of the 
Karroo, where they have lived peaceably and induftrioufly ever 
fince. He faid that, by making proper overtures to his country
men, he had no doubt but many hordes might be brought to live 
quietly in the fe"ice of the farmers, for that their diftreffes, in 
their prefent way of life, were great and grievous. 

Early on the morning of the twenty-feventh, with frefh teams 
of oxen, we proceeded to crofs the defert. The wind ftill con
tinued at fouth-eaft, and the weather was remarkably· warm for 
the feafon of the year, the thermometer ftanding at 5 9 ° at fun-rife-, 
and at 80° in the middle of the day in the £bade. The waggons 
raifed a cloud of duft that was almoft infupportable. Except one 
folitary oftrich, not a living creature of any kind appeared the 
whole day. Having travelled near eight hours, our Hottentot 
guide pointed out a place under a fmall clump of naked hills, 
where water, he faid, frequently lodged in the cavities of rocks. 
He called it the Lieuw kuyl, or Lions' den. After a long fearch, 
a little water was difcovered in a cavernous rock frefu and f weet ; 
and with this we replenifued our veffels. Under one of the 
ridges of hills was a channel covered with fmall pebbly fand1 

which appeared in feveral places to have been fcratched with 
hands in fearch of water; and thoufan-ds of the impreffions of 
the feet of various antelopes, quachas, and zebras, were marked 
on the fand, but none of lions, of which the name of the place 
feemed to imply it to have been the refort. 

On 
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On the twenty-eighth we entered a narrow pafs among the 
hills that lay behind the Lions' den, which hills are confidered 
as the commencement of the Namaaqua cou·ntry. The furface 
continued to be broken into hill and dale, but both were defti
tute of plants, except indeed that along the ftony fides of moft 
of the hills were growing vaft multitudes of a tree as unfightly 
as it was curious. It was a fpecies of the aloe, called by 
botanifts the Dichotoma, from the divifion and fubdivifion of 
each branch into pairs. Each of thefe fubdivifions is terminated 
by a tuft of leaves, and the whole fornis a large hemifphcrical 
crown fupported upon a tapering trunk, which is generally of 
large diameter, but iliort in proportion to the vaft circumference 
of the crown. This has been faid fometimes to amount to 
many hundred feet. The latgeft I met with was about one, 
hundred feet. It is called in the country the Kooker boom, or 
quiver tree, its pithy branches being employed by the Bosjef
mans Hottentots. as cafes for their arrows. In fome of the patfes 
of the hills were thinly fcattered feveral f pecies of the geranium~ 
among which was one, whofe branches were armed with ftrong 
fpines; and alfo a tree Cotyledon, that appeared ancient and 
ftunted- like the artificial dwarf trees invented and cultivated 
by the Chinefe. 

Two mountain geefe direll:ed us by their flight to a fpring 
of water, about twenty miles beyond the Lions' den. Though 
fufficiently copious for our wants, yet it was ftrongly impreg
nated with falt. Ten miles beyond this brought us to the bed 
of the Hartebeeft river, which, from the very lofty mimofas 
that fkirted its banks, and entirely buried it within their ex~ 
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tended branches, promifed a plentiful ftream. It happened, 
however, to be perfeB:ly dry. The experiment of digging 
was made in the bed of the river, and at five feet under the 
pebbly and chryftallized fand, the fragments apparently of de
compofed granite, was a ftream of clear freth water ; and from 
various experiments afterwards made in the fandy beds of the 
rivers of the Namaaqua country, I am inclined to think, that 
fubterranean ftreams of water pafs under moft of them in thia 
part of Africa. 

Near this river was fituated a K_!!al or horde of Namaaqtia 
~teritots, Their flocks of iheep, brought in towards the 
'C:VC1l1ng,-~might perhaps amount to three thoufand. They pof
feffed alfo a few cattle, and a herd of f mall handfome goats, that 
were {potted like the leopard. The flieep were totally different 
from the breed ufually met with in the colony. Inftead of the 
fhort, broad, and curling tails of thefe, thofe of the Namaaquas 
were long and round like the common Englith lheep. The 
rams had f mall ftraight horns. The covering was thort, ftraight, 
fhining hair in general, fpotted bay and white. Thefe, in all 
probability, were the indigenous iheep of the country, the broad
tailed ones having been brought into the colony from the north
ward. The affertion of Monfieur Vaillant is without any kind 
of foundation, when he fays, that broad-tailed flieep tranfplanted 
into the Namaaqua country lofe that part of their character, 
and obtain long round tails. There are Dutch peafants who 
have lived in this country thirty years, yet have not a long
tailed flieep in their whole Bock. I could have no converfation 
with thefe people through the means of my Hottentots, the 
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language f poken by the one being perfeflly unintelligible to the 
other ; nor could they f peak or underftand a word of Dutch. 

Our next encampment was at the houfe or hovel of a Dutch 
peafant, fituated at the entrance of a narrow defile between 
two ranges of mountains. The figure that prefented itfelf at 
the door truly reprefented a being of a different country from 
that which we had left behind. It was a tall old man, with a 
thin fallow vifage, and a beard of dingy black, that extending 
to the eyes where it met the ftraggling hair of the forehead, 
obfcured the face like a vifor. Never was a finer figure for 
the inhabitant of a black tower or enchanted caftle, in the 
page of a romance. Not accuftomed to receive ftrangers, he 
feemed, on our arrival, to be fomewhat agitated. In one comer 
of the chimney of his hovel, which confifted of one apartment, 
fat an old Hottentot woman, over whofe head had pafi"ed at leaft 
a ~~ntury of years. To her natural fallow complexion was 
fuperadded no f mall quantity of foot, fo that flie was at leaft 
as black as her bearded mafter. A female flave next made 
her appearance, of a piece with the two former. The faggot 
prefently crackled on the hearth; a quarter of a flieep was laid 
on the coals to broil ; and the repaft was f peedily ferved up on 
the lid of an old cheft, for want of a table, and covered with 
a remnant of the fame piece of cloth worn as a petticoat by 
the female flave, which, it feemed not unlikely, had alfo once 
been employed in the fame fort of fervice. 

It turned out in converfation, that the old gentleman had 
long refided in this fequeftered fpot far removed from all 
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fociety; without wife or child, relation or friend, and any 
human being to converfe with or confide in, except the old 
Hottentot and the flave, who were his only inmates) and a tribe 
of Hottentots in {haw huts without. With the appearance of 
wretchednefs and extreme poverty, he poffeffed immenfe herds 
of lheep and cattle, and had feveral large fums of money placed 
out at intereft. He was literally what the world has properly 
called a mifer. In juftice, however, to the old man, he was 
one of the civilleft creatures imaginable. On our return we 
were much indebted to him for the affiftance of his cattle, which 
he very obligingly fent forward to fall in with our waggons on 
the midft of the Karroo defert. 

It is fingular enough, that a brother and a fifter of this man, 
both old, and both unmarried, lhould each have their habi
tations in feparate and diftant corners of thefe mountains, and 
live, like him, entirely in the fociety of Hottentots; they are 
nearly related to one of the richeft men in the Cape. 

On the twenty-ninth we croffed a chain of mountains to the 
weft, and proceeding to the northward between it and another 
much higher, we came at night to the head of the defile, where 
it was found impraa.icable for the waggons to make any farther 
progrefs. We therefore encamped near a clear and copious 
fpring of water, called the Fleuris fantcyn. The mountains, 
within the defiles of which we now were, are called in the 
Namaaqua language, the Khamies, fignifying the clufier or 
aggregate. That which headed the feveral paffes, or where as 
a center they all terminated, was a very high peak, not lefs 
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than four thoufand feet above the plain, on the weftern fide, that 
floped gently to the f ea-£hore. Thefe mountains, in their nature 
and compofition, differed from all others in the colony. Except 
the high point juft mentioned, they were neither peaked, nor 
tabular, nor ftratified, but were compofed of large rounded mafres 
of granite, a whole mountain fometimes confifting only of one 
naked rock. To two of this fort, from their fimilarity to thofe 
remarkable ftones already noticed under the names of the Pearl 
and the Diamond, but ten times their fize, as a point of diftint\ion 
in the chart, I gave the name of the Namaaqua Pearls. 

The loofe fragments of ftone on the fides of the Khamies berg, 
whether detached pieces of granite, or greafy quartz, or flinty 
pebbles, had almoft invariably that fide which lay next the 
ground, tinged of a blue or green color, moft frequently the 
latter. The veins that ran through the mountainous mafres of 
granite, were generally filled with femi-tranf parent quartz, among 
which were borh metallic chryftallizations and arborizations. 
In feveral places were curious flat rocks, colored red and yellow, 
which might be taken up in fuch large flags, and were fo eafily 
cut with a knife, that they had obtained the name of plank-ftone. 
In the veins of this ftone were alfo metallic plates of a pyramidal 
form, and a greenifh color. All thefe appearances indicated the 
exiftence of abundance of copper in the Khamies berg. In fact, 
this is the commencement of what are called the Copper 
mountains, from the quantity of Malachite that is faid to be 
ftrewcd over their furface. In thefe mountains is alfo found, in 
large blocks, that fpecies of ftone to which mineralogifts in 
Europe have given the name of Prehnite. It pofrefres moft of 
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the characters of Zeolite ; but having fome others from which it 
differs, it was confidered as a new f pecies. Some fpecimens are 
extremely beautiful ; they are generally of an apple-green 
ground, marked with white, pale yellow, or brown ftripes, or 
fpots. The only ufe or ornament to which the Dutch apply 
this ftone, is to convert it into tobacco pipes, a purpofe to which 
it is leaft f uited, as the heat foon deftroys the col ors, and, if car
ried to rednefs, the form alfo ; for like Zeolite it poff effes the 
charalter of intumefcence by ftrong heat. It might be manu
factured into vafes, little inferior to the Derbyfhire fpar, which, 
though much lefs efteemed than it deferves, becaufe too com
mon, has certainly no rival in the lapidary's workfliop. 

We attempted to afcend the higheft point of the Khamies berg 
on horfeback, but before we had· gained the general fummit out 
of which it rifes, we were buried in a thick mift, which fhortly 
became heavy rain; and the thermometer from 51° at the 
bottom of the mountain, had defcended to 34•. 

We took ilielter in the folitary hovel of a Dutch peafant, that 
flood on the general fummit of the mountain. Cold as it was, 
the man and his family had no other habitation than a hut 
made of ru!h matting, and falhioned after the manner of the 
Namaaquas, which will prefently be noticed. Though rich as 
to the number of his fheep and cattle, he could have no other 
comfort in life, except, like the mifer at die foot of the moun
tain, the gratification arifing from knowing how much he was 
worth.. Fearful that the weather might become worfe, and that 
from the encreafing cold the rain might be converted into fnow, 
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we thought it prudent to give up the attempt of proceeding 
higher, and to make the heft of our way down. It frequently 
happens that the fnow begins to fall on this mountain early in 
May. The inhabitants are then obliged to quit their elevated 
fituation, and to eftablilh themfelves for the winter on the plains 
below. Neither the diftance of the Khamies berg from the fea, 
which is only about fifteen miles, nor its height, are fufficient to 
account for the early approach of winter, and the deep fnows 
that fall there. Perhaps as this point ia the termination of the 
periodical winds, and the commencement of thofe almoft inva
riable breezes that blow between the tropics, and extend five or fix 
degrees beyond them, called the trade winds, the frequent fqualls 
and commotion in the air occafioned at the point of meeting, may 
have a tendency to lower the temperature. To the northward of 
the Khamies berg, on the fandy plains of the Namaaqua country, 
it is faid that rain never falls. Whatfoever clouds may be borne 
from the fea, or formed in the atmof phere, are immediately 
attracted to this clufter of mountains. 

In that part of the Namaaqua country, lying between the 
Khamies and the .Groote, or Orange river, no water is met with, 
except in the periodical ftreams that Bow from the mountain 
under beds of fand, in which the natives, when fuch exifted, ufed 
to dig deep wells, and cover them over to prevent evaporation. 
Thefe plains are now defolate and uninhabited. All thofe 
numerous tribes of Namaaquas, poffeffed of vaft herds of cattle, 
are, in the courfe_ of _lefs.th-~n-a century, _dwin.d_l_ed_ a'!~.Y:!i.f~ur 
hor_clCS:-~hich are not very numerous, and in a great meafure 
are fubfervient to the Dutch peafantry, who dwell among them. 
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The latter, who have feized upon the choiceft part of their 
country, allow them to erell: their huts in the neighbourhood of 
their farms, on condition of their furnuhing a certain number 
of people to protea their cattle again ft the attacks of Bosjef mans, 
or wild beafts of prey. A dozen years more, and probably a 
ihorter period, will fee the remains of the Namaaqua nation in 
a ftate of entire f ervitude. Such are the effects of an encroaching 
peafantry, fanctioned by the low policy of a government that 
could defcend to employ agents to effect the purchafe of whole 
herds of cattle for a cafk of brandy. To this government, was 
fo little a concern of fuch great magnitude, that it authorized 
thofe agents, for the greater convenience of tranfporting their 
brandy, to make an expenfive road acrofs a point of the 
Khamies berg, which ftill bears the honorable name of the 
Compan/ s road. The government having fixed no limits to 
their colony, no1 their fubjects to their avarice, the latter found 
it ftill more convenient to fettle themfelves in the mid~. of the 
har!:l}lefs Na~aaquas, who confidere.~ . them as the moft accept-- ---- _,_ ......... ~ ...... •---~--- ._, 

able neighbours in the .world. For a bottle of brandy, which 
coft fixpence, they willingly exchanged an ox ; and fuch is ftill 
the infatuation of this people for the noxious liquor, that they 
will even now exchange a iheep for the fame quantity of it. 

How great foever may have been the avaricious defigns of 
the firft fettlers of the Khamies berg, and the degree of blame 
imputable both to them and the government, it is but juftice 
to remark, that the prefent inhabitants have much the appear
ance of being a harmlefs and honeft fet of people. Thofe heroes 
in infamy, whofe characters, as drawn in the page of the French 
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traveller before alluded to, feem not to be in the f malleft degree 
overcharged, have moft of them met the fate they fo well 
deferved. Pinaar, and Bernfry, the Baftaards Piet and Klaar, 
and many others of the fame ftamp, have murdered one 
another, or have fallen by the hands of their own Hottentots. 

Though the Namaaqua Hottentots vary but very little in , 
their perfons from the other tribes of this natlon, their language ) 
is widely different. It is obvioufly, however, of the fame 
nature, and abounds with the clapping of theJ,29gue pecufiar 
to the :Hottentot. They are of a t~ll~r-~~tu!e_ in geqeral than '-' 
the eaftern tribes, and lefs rohµft. Some of the women were 
very elegant figures, ,, ;~d poffeffed a confiderable fhare of 
vivacity and activity ; anJ they had the fame conformation of 
certain parts of the body as the Bosjefmans women, and other 
Hottentots ; in a lefs degree, however, than is ufual in the for
mer, and more fo than in thofe of the latter. Like the Hot
tentot women of the Eaft, the moft ornamental part of their 
drefs was the little fquare leather apron, to which, in addition 
to the border of fhells or beads, were appended fix or eight 
chains in pairs, whofe points dragged on the ground ; the 
upper part of each chain was copper i, the _lo~er of polilhed iron. 
They are f upplied to them by the i)e,.."!!!.~}) a __ J~}~~2[ p~pple 
to the northward 1 who will fhortly~be.noticed& 

The huts of the Namaaquas differ very materially from 
thofe erected by the Hotten tots of the colony, or by the Bof
jefmans, or by the Kaffers. They are perfea hemif pheres, 
covered with matting made of fedges; and the frame-work, 
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or fkcletons, are femicircular fticks, half of them diminifhing 
from the center or upper part, and the other half croffing thefe 
at right angles; forming thus a true reprefentation of the parallel, 
of latitude and meridians on an artificial globe. They are in 
general from ten to twelve feet in diameter ; and fo commodious, 
that many of the peafantry of the Khamies berg have adopted 
them. 

Thefe people, like the KafFers, pay the greateft attention to 
their cattle; and, after the manner of that nation, they give to 
the horns of their oxen artificial directions, confining the lhape 
generally to the f piral line, fomething like the Koodoo antelope. 
Thofe of the Khamies berg, in the pofreffion both of Dutch and 
Hottentots, are large honey cattle, not in the leaft degree in
ferior to thofe of Sneuwberg. The people too in their perfona 
are equally robuft with thofe of GraafF Reynet. An old 
-Namaa~ woman is a figure that the moft f~rious 
could not behold without laughter, and an old Dutch woman of 
this part of the country without pity, the firftlieing remark
able ~or the prominences of the body, the latter from ita want 
of points and uninterrupted rotundity. The breafts of the 
former are difgu~ge and _p!ndant ; the-ufual way of 
giving fuck, when the child Is carried ·on the back, is b1-throw-

. J ing t_lte hreaft over the lhoulder. In this formation of their 
perfons, they agr~ith the Latin Satirift~ defcription of 
Ethiopian women on· the borders of Egypt : 

" In Mcroe craffo majorem infante mamillam." 

In the women of ancient Egypt, enormous protuberances of 
the body were very common, and have been attempted 'to be 
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accounted for, by various authors, from a variety ·of caufes. 
Though one of thefe may exift in the impurities of the water, 
yet the effential difference in the efFea produced on a Hottentot 
and Dutch woman, lhews di~erent predif pofitions to exift in- \ 
herent in the perfons of each. 

It fhould feem, however, that fome principle does exift in 
thefe highly elevated fituations of Southern Africa, that ilieds 
its influence on the animal, and even on the vegetable part of 
the creation. The withered ftem of a liliaceous plant, appa
rently the fame as-that found on the banks of the Orange river, 
was feven feet long, and crowned with an umbel of more than 
fifty flowrets, each having a peduncle or foot-ftalk of eighteen 
inches in length, making the diameter of the umbel to exceed 
that of three feet. The bulb, of which I could but conveniently 
carry a few;· was as large as the human head. Of this enormous 
lily the people gave an account, not unlike that of the ficl:itious 
Upas of Java, rendered famous by a relation of it inferted in the 
notes to Doc.tor Darwin's fanciful, yet claffic, poem of the 
Botanic Garden. They fay, with regard to the lily, that the 
juice of its bulb is a ftrong poifon ; that the leaves occafion 
fudden death to the cattle which may chance to eat them ; and 
that if fmall birds iliould happen to perch on its bloffomi, 
they inftantly roll ofF lifelefs to the ground. Another f pecies of 
amaryllis, called hy botanifts the diflicha, commen on all the 
mountainous parta of the colony, was now on the Khamies berg 
throwing out its long broad leaves in oppofite pairs, forming the 
ihape of a fan. Both the bulb, and the leaves of this plant, 
have been afcertained to be, without any preparation, moft viru-
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lent poifons, that aa: on the animal f yftem, whether taken into 
it by the ftomach or the blood. The farmers pull up the root 
and leaves wherever they find them growing. It was faid that 
the juice of this bulb, mixed up with the mangled body of a 
certain fpecies of fpider, furni£hes the Bosjefmans with poifon 
for their arrows, more deadly than any other they are acquainted 
with. This f pider iliould feem to be peculiar to the weftern 
coaft of the country, at leaft I never met with, nor heard of it, 
on the other fide. Its body, with the legs, which are tbort, is 
three inches in diameter, the former black and hairy, the latter 
faintly fpotted; the beak red. It lives under ground, con
firucl:ing over its hole a cover compofed of the filaments fpun 
from its entrails, and earth or dung. This cover is made to tum 
on a JOmt. When the animal is watching for its prey, it fits 
with the lid half open, ready to fally out upon fuch infecl:s as 
fe.rve it for food. On the approach of danger it clofes the 
cover, and in a iliort time cautioufly opens it again to fee if the 
enemy has retreated. 

/ T_~~--~~~~qt1,, Hottentots feem well acquainted with 
u,~Konous_ fu~!}ances, though they now make ufe of none. 

The bow and arrow, their ancient weapons, are become ufelefs. 
The country they now inhabit is almoft entirely deferted by 
all kinds of beafts that live in a ft.ate of nature, and the dread 
of Bosjefmans prnents them from ranging far over the country 
in que{\ of game. Formerly, however, the kloofs of the 
Khamies berg abounded with e1ands and hartebeefts, gemsboks, 
quachas, and zebras, and were not a little formidable on account 
.of the number of beafts of prey that reforted thither. A few 
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days before our arrival at the foot of the mountain, a lion had 
occafioned fome little ftir in the country, which had not yet 
entirely fubfided. A Hottentot belonging to one of the farmers 
had endeavoured for fome time, in vain, to drive his maA:er's 
cattle into a pool of water enclofed between two ridges of rock, 
when at length he ef pied a huge lion couching in the mid A: of the 
pool ; terrified at the unexpected fight of fuch a beaA:, that 
feemed to have its eyes fixed upon him, he inA:antly took to his 
heels, leaving the cattle to fhift for themfelves. In doing this he 
had prefence of mind enough to run through the herd, con
cluding that if the lion fhould purfue, he might take up with 
the firA: beall: that prefented itfelf. In this, however, he was 
miA:aken. The lion broke through the herd, making directly 
after the Hottentot, who, on turning round, and perceiving 
that the monA:er had fingled him out for a meal, breathlefs and 
half dead with terror, fcrambled up one of the tree Aloes, in the 
trunk of which had luckily been cut out a few A:eps, the more 
readily to come at fome birds' neA:s that the branches contained. 
At the fame moment the lion made a fpring at him, but, miffing 
his aim, fell upon the ground. In furly filence he walked round 
the tree, caA:ing every now and then a dreadful look towards the 
poor Hottentot, who had crept behind fome finches' neA:s that 
happened to have been built in the tree. 

There is in this part of Africa a f mall bird of the Loxia 
genus, that lives in a fi:ate of fociety with the reA: of its f pecies, 
in the fame manner as the locull:-eating thrufh mentioned in the 
account of a former journey. Like this bird too, they conftrull: 
a whole republic of nefts in one clump and under one cover. 
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Each neft, however, has a feparate entrance on the under fide-,. 
and has no communication with its neighbour from within .. 
Sometimes one of thefe clumps of nefts will extend a f pace of ten 
feet in diameter, and contain a population of feveral hundred. 
individuals. The aloe dichotoma, being the only plant met 
with on the hills of this country approaching to the fize of a tree, 
except the mimofa, which grows only on the borders of peri
odical rivers, is generally the refort of thefe gregarious birds,. 
where they conftruct their temporary dwellings, when nature 
calls upon them to fulfil the end of their creation .. 

It was on one of thefe edifices that the Hottentot fcreened
himfelf from the fight of the lion. Having remained filent and 
motionlefs for a length of time, he ventured to peep over the 
fide of the neft, hoping that the lion had taken his departure ; 
when, to his great terror and aftonifhment, his eyes met thofe of 
the animal, to ufe his own expreffion, " flalhing fire at him." 
In lliort, the lion laid himfelf down at the foot of the tree, and 
fiirred not from the place for four-and-twenty hours. He then 
returned to the f pring to quench his thirft, and, in the mean 
time, the Hottentot defcended the tree, and fcampered to his 
home which was not more than a mile diftant, as faft as his 
feet could carry him. The perfeverance of the lion was fuch, 
that it appeared afterwards he had returned to the tree, and from 
thence had hunted the Hottentot by the fcent within three 
hundred paces of the houfe. 

It fee ms to be a fact well eftablilhed, that the lion· prefoi:_s the 
flelh of a Hottentot to that __ of any other creature. He has fre
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quently heel!_ fo1gled_ (?Ut fro~_a_pa_rty o.f Dutch. The latter 
oelllgdifguifed in clothing, and the former going generally v 
naked, may perhaps account for it. The horfe, next to the 
Hottentot, feems to be his favorite food; but on the fheep, 
perhaps on account of his woolly covering, which he is too in
dolent to uncafe, he feldom deigns to fix his paw. 

From the Cape to the Khamies berg, very little occurs in the 
animal kingdom to intereft the natural hiftorian, efpecially one 
who may have made a previous journey to the eaftward, where 
almoft the whole tribe of quadrupeds peculiar to Southern· 
Africa may be met with. In a Namaaqua hut I obferved the 
fkin of a Jackal, with a black bulhy taii, that feemed to be 
different from any I had feen on the other fide of the continent. 
It was covered with thick fur. The dogs of the Namaaquas 
were of the fame fort as thofe of the Bosjefmans; and it was 
here ohferved of them, that their tails, contrary to the defcrip
tion of Linn~us, given as the f pecific charall:er to the domeftic 
dog, were almoft invariably recurved on the right fide. 

In our defcent of the mountain, we were driven to feek fhelter 
from the violence of the rain in a mixed horde of Baftaards and 
Namaaquas. The chief was of the former defcription. Jn his 
younger days he had been a great lover of the chace, ancl his 
matted hut within ftill difplayed a variety of the !kins of animals 
that had fallen before his piece. He hoafted that, in one excur
fion, he had killed feven camelopardales and three white rhino
cerofes. The latter is not uncommon on the fkirts of the 
colony behind the Hantam mountain, and feems to be a variety 
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only of the African two-horned rhinoceros. It differs from it 
in color, which is a pale carnation, in fize, which is confiderably 
larger, and in the thinnefs of its 1kin ; all of which may per
haps be the effell:s of age. Thefe people feemed to live very 
happily together. They had horfes, and cattle, and £heep, and 
gardens of no inconfiderable extent, well fiocked with pump
kins, onions, and tobacco. 

We met alfo, at this kraal, one of the nation above men ... 
tioned under the name ~ From his appearance I 
took him to be a Kaffer, and he was unquefiionably of that race 
of people. He reprefented the Damaras as a very poor tribe ; 
that their country along the fea-coafi produced nothing for the 
fupport of cattle; and that their whole exifience depended on 
exchanging copper rings and beads, which they themfelves 
manufactured, with the Briquas to the eafi, and the Namaaquas 
to the fouth. From the Orange river to the Tropic,-·under 
which thefe people live, runs a chain of mountains, that, from 

__ the various accounts of travellers, are fo abundant in c_opp~.<?~ 
that it is every where found upon the furface. From this ore, 
it fcems, the Damaras are in poffeffion of the art of extracting 
the pu~-~~tal. This maO:'s ac~ount of the procefs of fmdting 
the ore was _ll~_ fatisfall:ory as fimple. They make a kind of 
charcoal from the wood of a certain mimofa, of which he gave 
me a large bean, by fmothering it when burning clear, with 
fond. They break the ore into fmall pieces. Thus prepared, 
they lay the materials in alternate firata, within a fmall enclo
fure of fl:ones, on a clayey bottom. They fet fire to the char
coal, and blow it with feveral bellows, each made from the £kin 
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of a gemfbok converted into a fack, with the horn of the fame 
animal fixed to one end for the pipe. This is all that is necef
fary to procure the metal from the fort of ore they make ufe of; 
being that f pecies called by mineralogifts vitreous copper ore. 
It is in fad: mineralized with fulphur, which a moderate heat 
will diffipate, and leave the copper in its pure metallic ftate. 
Such fort of ore is even more fufible than pure copper. The 
metal thus obtained is then manufal'tured into chains, rings, and 
bracelets, by means of two pieces of ftone that ferve as a 
hammer and anvil, and the workmanlhip would be no dif grace 
to an artizan furnilhed with much better tools. The links of 
the chains, however, are all open, as well as the rings, which 
fhew that they have not yet difcovered the art of foldering, or 
joining together pieces of the fame metal by the interpofition of 
a fecond, or a compofition of a fofter nature than thofe to be 
united. 

As a ~n of B:rtifts~nd .. ~cq_~~~-n_~ed ~~!h _ _!Ile!~~-~!gy,._they ./ 
are, from all accounts, t~~p_oo~.~!\ on the face of the earth. They 
keep no kind of cattle. Their country, in fact, is fo totally 
b~~~_!l__!~d fandy,_ ~~.~t no _c,a~tl~ cou.1~ _ e~~ft upon .it. Though 
the Damaras are obvioufly the fame race of people as the Kai"ers, 
and thefe, as has in a former chapter been conjectured, of Arabic 
origin, yet !here is n~ neceffity of tra~ing them back to -~ m<?!~ 
refined.nation, in order to account from whence they might have 
obtained the art of reducing copper ore into a metallic ftate. 
The accide~taJl!f~eJy is foll as likely to have happened, as the 
Phenician ftory of the inve·ntion of glafs related by Pliny. 

The 
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The three tribes of Kaffers above-mentioned have each a 
different language, though they are all of the fame nature, and 
have evidently been derived from the fame fource. This muA: 
be the cafe among every people who want a written character, 
efpecially when they become divided into tribes, and ceafe to 
communicate with each other. The different families ofHotten
tots all fpeak a different language, which, however, is very 
obvioufly perceived to have been derived from one common 
origin. 

Having dried our c1othes, we took leave of the kraal, and 
continued our detcent of the mountain. It was night before we 
gained the plain, where we once more enjoyed a clear fky and 
a brilliant moon. The following morning the thermometer was 
down to the freezing point, and the whole furface of the country 
was covered with a hoar froft. 

From this place we made the heft of our way to the Bokke
veld, returning nearly by the fame route that had brought us to 
it. At the edge of the defert the Bosjef mans' captain paid us a 

{ fecoJl_d. :vifit, with _th~-. .P~o_ple _ ()f h.is. kra~!, and a whole firing 
I o( Namaaqua llottentot~, generally women, whofe hufbands 
\ and children were in the fer vice of the Dutch farmers. One of 
\hefe appeared to be the oldeft woman I had ever beheld. 
Much more than a century of years had certainly paffed over 
her head. She produced her eldeft daughter, who headed five 
generations. On being afked if her memory could carry her 
back to the time when the Chriftians firft came among them, 
fhe replied, with a fhake of the head, that {he had very ftrong 
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reafons to remember it, for that before £he had ever heard of the 
Chriftians, £he knew not the want of a bellyful, whereas it was 
now a difficult matter to get a mouthful. The condition of the 
whole horde certainly appeared to be very deplorable ; but I 
feel a happinefs in adding, that, by means of this captain and 
two or three well-dif po fed farmers, feveral hordes of the out ea ft 
Bosjefmans have fince been brought in, and obtained by public 
fubfcription a confiderable quantity of £beep and horned cattle, 
of which, it is to be hoped, they will fpeedily fee their advantage 
in encreafing the numbers ; and one of that worthy and very 
ufeful fraternity of men, the Hernhiiters, has voluntarily offered 
his fervices to go among the Bosjefman hordes, and endeavour 
to promote among them that fenfe of comfort, which has fo 
efFel\ually crowned their exertions in another part of the colony 
among the poor Hottentots, as has been noticed in the pre
ceding chapter. Other members of focieties, eftabli£hed princi
pally with a view of propagating among favages the mild 
dochines of Chriftianity, have alfo lately arrived in this colony, 
whofe miffions are particularly directed to the two nations of 
the Bosjefmans and the Kaffers; and though they perhaps-may 
not make them readily comprehend the full intent and object of 
their miffion, they will at leaft, by their mild and humane 
conduct, infpire them with a degree of confidence in men of a 

different complexion to themfclves, and fhew them that the 
colony is now in the hands of a government that will no longer 
fanction the cruelties under which they have fo long and lately 
groaned. 

On 
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On the morning of the fifth of May, after dropping the com
mandant at his own houfe, I proceeded inland to the eaftward, 
and, paffing over a rough ftony country, reached in two days 
the foot of the Hantam mountain. The inhabitants at this time 
were in a ftate of alarm, on account of the Bosjefmans. A party 
of thefe people had carried off into the kloofs of the mountain, 
feveral fheep and oxen, after feverel y wounding two Hottentots 
with poifoned arrows, one through the upper part of the arm, 
and the other in the ankle joint. The former feemed likely to 
do well, but the latter was in a very dangerous way. The point 
of the arrow had broken off and ftuck in the bone. The leg was 
f wolen as high as the knee, and gangrene appeared to have com
menced round the wound. The people not knowing in what 
manner to treat it, I directed them to apply poultices of bread, 
onions, and oil, and to walh the wound well with a folution of 
ammonia pr4parata, and to give him plenty of vinegar to drink. 
At the end of four days, which it took me in rounding the 
mountain, the patient was no worfe, but the wound on the 
contrary feemed to put on favorable appearances ; the other 
·wa;; nearly well. 

The Bosj~f~~ns~ have been generally reprefented as a people 
fo favage and blood-thirfty in their nature, that they never fpare 
the life of any living creature which may fall into their hands. 
To their own countrymen, who have been taken prifoners by, 
and continued to live with the Dutch farmers, they have cer
tainly fhewn inilances of the moll: atrocious cruelty~ Thefe 
poor wretches, if retaken by their country~~~, feldom efcape 
being put to the moft excmciating tortures. The party above-

mentioned, 
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mentioned, having fallen in with a Hottentot at fome diftance 
from any habitation, fet him up to the neck in a deep trench, and 
wedged him in fo faft with ftones and earth that he was inca
pable of moving. In this fituation he remained a whole night,. 
and the greater part of the following day; when, luckily, fome 
of his companions patred the place and releafed him. The poor 
fellow ftated that he had been undet the neceffity of keeping his 
eyes and mouth in perpetuc}l motion the whole day, to prevent 
the crows from devouring him. 

The habitations that compofe the di vifion of the Bantam, lie 
fcattered round the feet of that mountain. The face of the 
country is fimilar to that of the Sneuwberg, and the breed of 
cattle and of fueep are equally good; the horfes in general 
much better, but they are fubjelt to the fame endemic difeafe 
that prevails in moft parts of GraafF Reynet. It is here, how
ever, very partial, for while it rages at the foot of the moun
tain, there is not the f malleft danger on the flat fummit, on 
which account this part of the mountain is appropriated to the 
public ufe, each inhabitant having the privilege of fending 
thither eight horfes during the fickly feafon. 

As in the Sneuwberg, they are here alfo very much infefted 
with locufis. One troop of thefe infecl:s, in their Iaft ftage of 
exiftence, patred on the wing along the eaftern fide of the moun
tain when we were encamped there. For feveral hours they con
tinued to hover in the air as they patTed along, at fuch a height 
as not to be individually diftinguHhed; but their immenfe num
bers formed a kind of fleecy cloud, that completely took off the 
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radiated beams of the fun, and made it appear as wh:n feen 
through a mifl. Like a thin cloud alfo, they caft a confufed 
fl1adow on the ground. In the Bokkeveld and the Khamies berg, 
for the two )aft years, thefe infects have been particularly 
troublefome. After repeated experiments to get rid of them, 
they at )aft hit upon one that at leaft faved their corn. This 
they effected by making fires of four acrid plants, by the fmoke 
of which they were driven away; having, however, repeatedly 
extinguifhed the fires by the myriads that flew into them. 

The Hantam mountain, like the bold fronts of Camdeboo 
that fupport the Sneuwberg, is compofed of a number of hori
zontal ftrata of fandftone. In fall: it may be confidered as 
forming a part of the fame ridge, being the moft elevated line in 
the colony; this evidently appears from the different courfes 
of the ftreams, that rifing out of its fides, Bow from it towards 
every point of the compafs. The great elevation of courfe 
renders it exceedingly cold during the winter months. Even 
in the beginning of May, and at the foot of the mountain, the 
thermometer was down to the freezing point for five fucceeding 
mornings, and the whole furface of the country was covered 
with a white froft. 

Leaving the Hantam, and proceeding fouth-eafterly, I 
afcendcd the heights of Roggeveld, that are feparated only 
from the former by a narrow chafm or opening. Thefe heights 
are fo called from a fpecies of rye-grafs that is found very 
plentifully in rnoft of the hollows, and on which the cattle, 
during the Cummer feafon, in a great degree fubfift. In fome 
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places the Roggeveld prefents to the next lower terrace, which 
is the Bokkeveld and Karroo plains, perpendicular faces of ftone 
from two to four thoufand feet in height. Yet from this great 
elevation, on the eaftern fide, the defcent is fcarcely perceptible. 
The Filh river, whofe courfe is eafterly, and which rifes on the 
very fummit of the mountain, fcarcely has any current, but is a 
feries of deep holes conned:ed by periodical ftreamlets. The 
great inequality of the fummit of the Roggeveld, gives it the 
appearance of a chain of mountains riling out of the general 
furface of a mountain. Of thefe the Kom, or Cup mountain, is 
the higheft. According to the information of .a neighbouring 
peafant, who affifted Colonel Gordon in determining its altitude, 
it is fifteen hundred feet higher than the Table mountain, or 
five thoufand feet above the Karroo plains. For feveral months 
in the year the Roggeveld is entirely under fnow ; the inhabit
ants are then obliged to defcend upon the Karroo with all their 
cattle, where, in temporary dwellings of rulhes or ftraw, they 
remain till the fpring. This divifion of Stellenbofch is confidered 
to produce the heft breed of horfes in the whole colony. 

The country to the eaA:ward or the Roggeveld, is inhabited 
by different hordes of Bosjef mans. One of thefe, called the 
~ dwelling on the right bank of the Orange river, 
\•,:tif~itii eaft from the Roggeveld, is reprefented as a very for

midable tribe of people. The few that I had an opportunity of 
feeing, were ftrong lufty m_~n, apparently of the fame tribe as· 
the Namaaquas. They arc confidered as being m~re cniJl, and 
at the fame time more daring than any o·ther tribe of this 
nation. They poffefs a few ibeep and cattle, but have the fame 
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wandering inclination, and the fame propenfity 
and to plunder, with the other Bosjefmans. The B~ 
KafT~rs, who inhabit the country clofe behind them, are· very 
confiderable fufTerers from fuch daring neighbours. Of thefe 
people, the.'1C~~not only carry off large herds ~f cattle, but 
they alfo feizeana~ake flaves of their children,-fome of whom 
have been brought into the colony, and purchafed by the far
mers in exchange for cattle. T.b~ _Briequas, with their haffa
gais, have little chance of ftanding a·gainft poifoned arrows. 
The fhields too of the Koranas are enormoufly large, and fo 
thick that the haifagai cannot penetrate them. I faw one 
made from the hide of an eland, that meafured fix feet by four. 
Thefe people make regular attacks, in large parties of four or 
five hundred. Though very good friends among each other 
while poor, from the moment they have obtained by plunder a 
quantity of cattle, they begin to quarrel about the divifion of 
the f poll ; and they are faid to carry this fometimes to fuch an 
excefs, that they continue the fight and maifacre till, like the 
foldiers of Cadmus, very few remain in the field, 

" - fuoque 
" Marte cadunt tubiti per mutua vulncra fratrcs.,. 

The miferable bad roads, the nakednefs of the country, and 
the very few animals that are found in a ftate of nature, upon 
the Roggeveld mountain, make it a difagreeable, uninterefting, 
and tedious route for one who travels with no other view than 
that of gratifying curiofity. Crows, kites, and vultures, are 
almoft the only kinds of birds that are met with. Of the laft, 
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I broke the wing of one of that f pecies called by Ornithologif\s 
the Condor, of an amazing large fize. The fpread of its wings. 
was ten feet and one inch. It kept three dogs for fome time 
completely at bay, and having at length feized one of them 
with its claws, and torn away a large piece of Belli from its 
thigh, they all immediately retreated. 

Having proceeded for twelve days along the fummit of the 
Roggeveld, till I fell in nearly with the track that had carried 
me on a former journey to Graaff Reynet, I defcended to the 
Karroo plains, which, in this part, employed me three days io 
croffing. Thefe plains are every where of the fame nature, 
prefenting to the traveller "a fcene of dreadful uniformity; 
" where a barren level is bounded only by the horizon; where 
" no change of profpecl, or variety of images, relieves the 
" traveller from a fenfe of toil and danger; of whirlwinds, 
" which, in a moment, may bury him in the fand; and of 
" thirft, which the wealthy have given half their poffeffions to 
" allay." 

Bordering thefe arid plains, on the weft fide, are feveral 
clumps of high mountains, enclofing meadows and vallies, 
covered with good grafs, that are alfo called the Bokkeveld, but 
diftinguilhed from the other by the names of Little Bokkeveld 
and Cold Bokkeveld. Thefe are ramifications of the Great 
Chain mentioned in the former part of this chapter; and the 
vallies and meadows within them appear to have been the beds 
of Jakes, in which there ftill remains a numbet" of fprings and 
f wamps, that never fail to furniJh a copious fupply of water in 

the 
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the very drieft fcafons. The ground is produ£Uve of good 
grafs, and yields abundant harvefts. The cold in winter obliges 
the inhabitants to drive their cattle upon the Karroo plains, 
but not to quit their houfes, as is the cafe with thofe of the 
Roggeveld. 

On the twenty-feventh of May I repaffcd the great chain of 
mountains, through a ravine called the Eland's kloof. Here 
once more I bad an opportunity of contemplating the venerable 
ruins that lay fcattered around, ftrongly dif playing the havoc 
of old Time. The road over this part of the mountains was 
much better than I had any reafon to expell from the repre
fentations of the peafantry. Indeed at this time it was by much 
the heft of the four pal.Tes through which I had now croffed 
this great range of mountains. 

The Olifant's river runs along the feet of the great chain on 
the weft fide, and is hemmed in between it and a parallel range 
of high hills, called the Kardouw. From one of tbefe if.Tues a 
plentiful fpring of chalybcate water, of the temperature of 108° 

of Fahrenheit'& thermometer. The Dutch government caufed 
a houfe to be erell:ed at this place for the accommodation of 
fuch as might be inclined to uf e the waters, but, like all the 
public buildings of the colony, it bas been fufTercd to go out 
of repair. 

On the weft fide of the Kardouw lies the divifi"n of the Four
and-twenty Rivers, extending from thence to the banks of the 
Berg river. This part of the country to the fea-1hore, including 

Zwartland, 
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Zwartlancl, confifts of a flat extended plain, very fertile in corQ, 
grafs, and fruits, and being well watered, is more populous 
than moft parts of the colony. ,vith a proper degree of labor 
and management in the culture of the land, by plantations and 
inclofures for fhelter, warmth, and moifture,. that part of the 
colony alone which lies within the great range of mountains, 
would be fully fuflicient to fupply with all the neceff'aries of life 
the town and garrifon of the Cape, and all the fhipping that 
will probably ever frequent its ports. In the introductory 
chapter, the probability was mentioned of the different foreign 
articles in the vegetable kingdom, of general confumption, that 
were moil: likely to fucceed in this country. Since that was 
written, feveral of fuch articles have had a fair trial in the Bota
nic garden at the Cape, and many of them have fully anfwered 
the expectations that were formed. As food for cattle, four f pe
cies of millet have been tried of the genus Holcus, namely, the 
Sorghum, the Saccharatus, the Spicatu.r, and Bicolor. All ofthefe, 
except the f picatus, have been cut down fever al times in the 
fame feafon, afterwards grew to the height of fix to ten feet, 
bore a plentiful crop of feed, f prung qp afrefh from the old 
ftumps in the winter, furni£hing moft excellent food for cattle 
throughout the whole year. A f pecies of Indian Lucerne, the 
Medicago efculenta, was twice cut down, and afterwards gave a 
plentiful crop of feed. A fmall kidney bean, the Phafeolu.r 
lobatu.r, grew very rapidly, producing two crops the fame f~afon, 
and is an excellent fpecies of food for cattle, whether given to 
them green, or dried into hay, which is the cafe alfo with the 
lucerne. A ftrong tall dog's-tail-grafs, the CJ1nofur11.r coracanus 
of India, ufeful both for man and beaft, was cut down twice, 
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and afterwards produced a crop of feed. Of this fpecies of grafs 
horfes are extravagantly fond, and it will remain green nearly 
through the winter. The encouragement of the culture of all 
thefe would be of the greateft importance to the intereft of the 
colony. The Sifam11m plant promifes very fair to become ufeful 
in giving a fupply of vegetable oil for the table, an article that 
is at prefent very much wanted in the Cape. Tea, coffee, and 
fugar, might all ho cultivated with fuccefs. But that which in 
a commercial point of view is likely hereafter to render the 
colony of the Cape moft valuable to the ftate on which it may 
be dependent, is the facility with which the cultivation of the 
different kinds of hemp for cordage and canvafs, may be carried 
on to an unlimited extent. The Cannabis fativa, or common 
hemp, has been long planted here as a fubftitute for tobacco, but 
the idea was never extended to make it ufeful in any other way. 
It grows to a fort of branching furub, lofing entirely that habit of 
f pringing up in a fingle fiem as it always appears in Europe ; 
this, however, is entirely owing to its being planted fingly. 
When fown thick on the ground as in Europe, it grows exactly 
in the fame manner, afcends to about the height of eight feet, and 
gives to all appearance a fibre of equal ftrength and tenacity of 
that where it is ufually cultivated, and it requires very little 
trouble in keeping clean on the ground. The different plants of 
India, that are generally cultivated there for the purpofes of 
hemp, have been found to grow here, as well in every refpelt 
as in their native foil. Of thefe the moft common are the 
Robinia cannabi11a, giving a durable fibre in the water, and on 
that account ufed in the eaft for fiiliing-nets and tackle. The 
Jute of India, Corchorus o/itoriu1, thrives very well, as does alfo 
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the Hibifcus cannabinus, whofe leaves of a delicate fubacid 
tafte f erve as a fallad for the table, and the fibres of the 
ftem are manufad:ured into cordage. A native fpecies of 
hi°bifcus that I brought from the vicinity of Plettenberg's 
bay, yields a hemp of an excellent quality, little perhaps 
inferior to that of the cannabis, or common hemp, which 
is moft unqueftionably the heft material yet difcovered for 
the manufall:ure of ftrong cordage. The yanap of India, 
Crotularia juncea, from which a {lrong coarfe ftufF is manu
facl:ured under the name of Gunney, feems to thrive very well 
in the climate of the Cape. Cotton and indigo may both be 
produced in any quantity in this colony ; but the tabor neceffary 
in the preparation of the latter, and the enormous price afflaves, 
or the hire of free workmen, would fcarcely be repaid to the 
cultivator. That fpecics of cotton plant called the hi,ji,tum 

feems to fuftain the fouth-caft blafts of wind with the leaft degree 
of injury; but the Bourbon cotton, originally from the Weft 
Indies, will thrive juft as well in the interior parts of the country 
where the fouth-eafters extend not with that degree of ftrength 
fo as to caufe any injury to vegetation. Moft of the India and 
China fruits, that have yet been brought into the garden, feem 
to bid fair for fuccefs. In iliort, there is not, perhaps, in the 
whole world, a place fo well adapted for concentrating the 
various producl:s of the vegetable kingdom, as the Southern angle 
of Africa. 

Croffing the Berg river, I entered Zwartland, where, in con
fequence of a lliower of rain, the inhabitants were bufily em
ployed in ploughing the ground, which the long drought this 
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year bad hitherto prevented them from entering. In this divi
fion there is no fcarcity of water in fprings or wells, but it is 
univerfally, and fo ftrongly, impregnated with falt, as not only to 
be difagreeable, but almoft impoffihle to be taken by thofe who 
have not been long accuftomed to it. By fuch it is preferred to 
the pureft water; this being accounted infipid and taflelefs. An 
old man in the Bokkeveld, who, from his infancy till a few 
years paft, had lived in Zwartland, never miffed an opportunity 
of fending thither a few bottles to be filled with the briny water 
for his own particular ufe ; the pure fiream of the mountain, as 
he afferted, not being able to quench his thirfi. Similar in
ftanccs of habit, or of fancy, appear in ancient hiftory. Some of 
the princeffes of the Ptolemy family would drink no other water 
but that of the Nile, though it is fometimes fo firongly impreg
nated with nitrous and other falts, as to poffefs a purgative 
quality ; and fuperfiition directed the fame water to be carried 
from Egypt into Syria and Greece, for the fole purpofe off prink
ling in the temple of His. 

Leaving Zwartland, and its faline fprings to thofe who could 
relifh them, I directed my route acrofs the Tiger berg to the 
Cape, where I arrived on the fecond of June, without having 
experienced any of thofe inconveniences which the feafon of the 
year feemed to threaten. 
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the colony 339, 40 

Caltlt, their food in the defarta four and 
acrid 56 

its c:ffech upon them a. 
how the acridity is corrcc\cd • 103" 

of the Kaffers immenfely namerous 170-177 
guided by fignals • 170 
account of the various kinds of • 177 
loofe horned ox, d~fcription of - 203 

Chintft, their rcfcmblance to the Ho~ 
tentot race 

Cir,um,ifion praaifed among the Kaf
fera - 21Z 

how performed 
Climale of the Capt, not unhealthy 
Coal, difcovered at the Cape by the 

Engli/h 20, H 

Col,ra ,ape/la, the moft dangcrou1 foake 
at the Cape - 140 

Cold, intenfe degree of, in the Kar-
roo 87. 96. 101 

Colonijl,, Dutch, their mode of life> and 
domeftic economy 

their modes of agriculture 
manners of the females 
their prolific tendency 
external appearance of the men 
their ncgle8ed education 
their religious zeal 
their hofpitality 
fome of them treat their oxen with 

77 
8+ 
80 

81 
a. 

brutality J 8.z, 183 
inftance of their iuhumanity in a cafe 

of lhipwreck • 197 
their inanity of mind, -and indo-

lence - 377 
Copper, indications of it, abundance in 

the Khami.:s berg - 385· 
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Damartu, of the Kaffer race, account 
of the • 396 

acquainted with the art of fmelting 
iron ore i!J. 

their procefs dcfc.-ibed a. 
D,ad, peculiar manner of difpofing of 

the, by the Kaffers - 220 

D!fik, deep, account of the paffage of 181, 182 

Dichotoma, a curious fpccies of aloe, de-
fcribed • 381 

Diftafls that prevail among the colonifts 42, 43 
Difli,ha, a fpecies of amaryllis, defcribed 391 
Dfllillation of fpirits, procefs of, at the 

Cape- 66 
Dogs of \,1e cur kind, among the Kaffera, 

their multitude, and mifcrable ap-

pearance - 177 
different fpecica of the dog kind met 

with in Southern Africa u3 
Drawings by the Bosjefmans, account 

of 239, 240 

Du1vir1 lop, diJlicult pafs of • 336 

E 

Egypt and the Ca}', circumft;mces of 
analogy between • 297, 298 

Eland, of the antelope genus, defcribed 262 

Elphan11, immenfely numerous in South• 
cm Africa • 178 

ttrorr. refpeaing their mode of copu
lation refuted 

their period of gellation 
how hunted by the Kaffcrs 

Euphorhium defcribed 

• 179 
ih. 

F 

Farm,, immenfe iize of in 
lony 

unfriendly to its profperity 

1AGI: 

the co. 

7· 78. 137 
7 

ftrange manner of regulating their 
boundaries 78, 79 

Fifl,, varioua kinds of 29, 30, 31 

Frmch refugees introduce the cultivation 
of the vine 

now confounded with the other fet. 
tleR 

Fnd/1, European and Tropical, introdu-
81 

ced and cultivated 22, 23 

G 

Game, various kinds of 67 
Gartkn, public, eftablilhed by Lord Ma-

cartney 17 
Ghonaquas, tribe of the, their deplorable 

ftate 228, 229 

Gnoo, or ,u,i/J, ht!fl of the Dutch, de-
fcribcd and claffcd 259, 26o, 261 

Goat African, remarks on the - I 16 
Govtrnmml Civil and Judicial of the 

Cape, account of 12-16 
Gra'!/f RtJ•ntt, arrival in the dillriet of 98 

account of a valley in it 99 
gigantic fizc of its coloni!ls - 100 

political Rate of the dillriet 110, u I 

its phyfical appearance - 113 

village of, defcribed J 13, 114 

its wretched ftatc • J 14 

Grain, fpecies of, cultivated 24 

average product of, near the Cape • 359 

Grafi dry, conflagration of 184, 185 

Gmif:ng 
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Gmrjing the body, utility of in warm 
countries 

Great FiJI, ri'1er, account of 
frequented by Hippopotami 

Guajacum A/rum of Linne, its feC'di eaten 
ib. 

by the Kaffen • 1 89 

H 

Hartehrd/, of the family of antelopes, 
defcribed • 187 

Hemifphere, Southern, probably of larger 
dimenfions than the northern • 360 

Hemp, fubftitute for, ufi:d by the: Hot-
tentot& • 344 

might be cultivated with great benefit 
at the Cape - 408 

Hippopotami, very numerous in the rivers 
~A~~ - 1M 

eat nothing that waters afford ih. 

how dellroyed by the Kaffers • 210 
probably the Behemoth of Job • 295 

liollentots, make little oppofition to the 
cllablifhment of the Dutch colony 7 

how deprived of their lands ih. 

almoll to a man in a ftate of fervitude 
to the Dutch • 144 

their probable cxtinclion ib. 
caufc& of their decrcafe enumerated - ih. 
inhumanly treated by the Dutch • 145 
flogging them by pipes, what - 146 
r.:gulations in their favour difregardcd ih. 

their marriages often barren • 147 
Jcpreffed by melancholy - 1+8 
their inftruments of mufic • 149 

their ancient weapons 149, I 50 
no t,-aces of the culloma defcribe4 by 

u!d travellers • JJI 

Hottentots- PAcs 

poffefs many good qualities - 151, 152 
their indolence and gluttony - I 52 
their manner of preparing food - 153 
their drefs 153-155 
their perfona defcn"bed I S7, 1 58 
their difcafes few - I 58 
their mode of computing time - I 59 
their numerals did not fcem beyond five ii. 
quicklighted - 16o 

their languagedefcribed 16o-162 
no traces of religion among them - 163 
their numbers in the colony, and fer-

viceablenefs to the colonifta i/J. 
their rapid diminution in num-

ber 143, 144 
expertnefa at tracing animalr. by their 

foot-marks • 370 
H~el, of the Dutch pcafahta de-

fcn"bed - 135 

I 

Indicator, or honey bird, its ufeful em-

ployment - 322 
lnfllls of the Cape 32 
/'!flinEJ, confiderations on what is called 322 

operates differently in the birds of 
Southern Africa and thofc! of 

Europe - 323 
:Journry acrofa the Arid Defert to Graaff 

Rcynet SS 
mode of performing it i!J. 
into the Bor~efman,' country, the 

Autl,or's preparations for - 2 54 
iato the Kaffer country • 166 
into the Namaaqua country • 357 

Iron ort abounds m the mountains of 

Africa - 227 
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K'!ffen, preparations 
country 

for vifitiog their 
166, 167 

K'!ffer womeri characlerifed - 168 

their frank and agreeable manners i6. 

men poffeffed of great ftrength and 
fymmetry 169. 204, 205 

inftance of their fuperior faze - I 7 I 

their d refs i6. 
interview with fome Kaffer chiefs, and 

converfation refpeaing bounda-
riee 171-174 

articles or'requeft among the Ka ff era 175 

their ornaments - 1 76 

interview with their king • 193 
articles of agreement that were the 

fruit of the confe:ren1:e • 195 
cha;,.aer of the Kaffers vindicated, 

and particular inllances of their 
humanity related - 196, 197 

perfon and charaaer of the king 198, 199 
drefs of the females i6. 
huts defcribcd - 2CO 

their agriculture ii,. 

th~ir weapons - 201 

their government and employments 202, 203 

thofc of the women • 204 

a fine race of men, and the rcafons - 205 

d~ot, in perfon, refc:mble the negro i6. 

their marriages - 206 

crimes and punifhmentl • 207 

their arts - 208 

rather a paftoral than agricultural 
nation 

unacquainted with filhing 
probably of Arabic origin 
pra8ife circumcifion 
their religious notions 

- io9 
- 211 

• 212 

i6. 

u4, 215 

K'!.ffen
their notions in aftronomy 
their language 
their funera1 rites 

• 218 

i!,. 

• 220 

hoftilities between them and the 
Briti/h troops • 230 

Karroo, or Great Deft:rt, jonmics 
acrofa the 86. 3 2 7 

fuffcrings of the party from want of 
water 3~8. 333, 

Kejftamma ri11er, its mouth - :zi ,S' 

Khaniit1 6erg, winter, more early, and 

fevere in the - 3 8 7 
its inhabi:ants migrate into the plains i6. 

Korona,, a tribe of Bosjefm:ms, their 
predatory and quarrelfomc diipo-
fition 403, 404 

Kraal of the Bosjefmans entered by fur-
prife 270, &c. 

its conftru8ion and inlide,. account of 276 

L 

Language, of the Hottentots, its ufe of 
dental and palatial founds - 160, 161 

often imitates the founds of obje8s 
c.xpreffcc.l ib. 

curious ioftancc of this - 162 

acquired by Europeans without much 
difficulty i/;. 

of the Kaffers dtfcribed - 218 

lift of fome of its voeablcs 
Lead ore, vein of, noticed 

. ita uncommon richnefs - 142 

Leopard of the country defcribcd • 266 

Lion, his infidious qualities - 129 
his battles with the buffalo deforibed • 130 

prefers the flelh of the Hottentot, and 

of the: hgrfc 265. 395 
J.11111 
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may be domefticated when young • 266 
remarkable account of a Hottentot's 

efcape from 593• 594 
Locujl1, their depredations • 242. 248. 257 

mode of deftroying them - 402 
Locu/f-eater, bird of that name dcfcribed 2 56 

their immcnfe numbers - 257 
Loxia orix, or Cardinal of the Cape, 

notices rrfpccting the - 243 

M 

Marriage, of the colonifh, abfurd law 
refpeaing the - 252 

Mill, quantity of given by African cows 135 
always ufcd by the Kaffers io a coagu-

lated ftatc - 170 
probable reafon for this a. 

MJl /Jaflet1, of what texture i6. 

Millet, fpecies of, introduced at the Cape 407 
MineralogJ of the Cape peninfula 35 
Mine, filver, pretended to be fouod at the 

Cape· 59 
Mifar, Dutch, and his domeftic economy 

defcribed 383, 384 
M!lfionariu European, their attempt to 

propagate Chriftianity among the 
Kaff.:rs and Bosj\!fmans 351. 399 

Mora,,ian mfflionarie1, account of their 
c!lablilhment at Bavian's kloof - 351 

beneficial effea~ of their labours among 
the Hottentots 352 

divine fcrvice, decent performance of 353 
their mode of introducing civilization 354 
not enco11raged by the Dutch colonilh i6. 
offer their fenice1 among the Bosjef-

- 399 

N 
PAGE 

Namaaq111U, preparations for a journey 
into their country - 357 

greatly diminilhed by the encroach. 
menta of the Dutch 387, 388 

their perfons and language defcribed • 389 
breafte of the females large and pen-

dant - 390 
their huts defcribed ii,, 

their employment paftoral ii>. 
great apparent age of a female Na-

maaqua - 398 
NdJ1 of 6ird1, how conftruaed in South 

ern Africa 323. 394 
Nieuweld mountains, tht'ir height, and 

component parts 100, 101 

Nitre, how procured by the Author - 91 
its probable influence oo the tempe-

rature of the air 106 
N1mph6, elongation of, univerfal among 

the Bosjefmans and the Hottentot 
ft"males 278-280 

a fimilar appearance in parta of Egypt 28 r 

0 

Origin of the Hotttnlot1, conjectures rc
fpeaing the 

Orange r;,,er, account of 
pebbles on its banks 

OJ/rich, rcmarkll on the 
a polygamoua bird 
its· eggs a delicacy 

- 28.z 
- 294. 296, 297 

• 299 
94 
9S 
i6. 

Oxen ( draught}, foinetimca brutally treated 
by the colonifts • 183 

fhocking inftancee of this 18.z, 183 
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Paarlkrg, a remarkable mountain, ac. 
count of 6o 

Phnu»nenon, curious, in natural hif. 

tory - 127 
Pigmiu of the ancients, traces of refem. 

blance between them and the Boa-
jefo1ans • .z 82 

Plan11, ufeful, to be found in the coun-
try about the Cape • 17, 18. 344, 34S 

that might be introduced with fuccefs ib. 
Pln1mberg' 1 Bay, country around, de

fcribed 
landing-place near 

Polygamo111 birds 
Potalou, difliked by the planten 
PunijhrMnl1, public, at the Cape 

Q_ 

- 34,, 342 

- 343 
- 244 
- 117 

• 44, +s 

52,ya,l, an lrilh, impofes on the credulity 
of the Dutch farmers 376 

~adrupeds, account of 27, 28, 29 
!zyartz, its change into clay frequently 

vifible in the African mountains • 227 

R 

Ra1rl, of the fpecies of Viverra, noticed 53S 
RefraBion of the air, curious effeet 

of 107 
Rep,ilu of the Cape 33 
Ri,ier1 that crofs the Karroo, obferva-

tions rcfpect.ing the 97 

R"1m- PACIE 

l1ow pafl"ed by the Dutch pcafants • 
Roo~ /and, valley of, defcnbcd 

mountains beyond, account of 

s 

79 
71 

73 

Saldanha l,aJ, account of • 361, 362 
frequented bf whales - 362 
its conveniences and difadvantages u 

a harbour, and means of removing 
the latter 362, 363, 364 

appearance of the country in its neigh-
bourhood - 36s 

Salt-'llJaJtr /ale remarkable, defcribed 123. 311 
fuppofition concerning the cauft of its 

u4, ns 
- 126 

faltnefs 
probable caufe 

Sand, chryllallized, 
of 

pyramidal columns 

371-373 
probably the ruins ofvaft mountains - 374 

Sta-fand, conjectures rcfpeaing its origin ill. 
Schoolmajler1, who, and what their fitua-

tion among the planten 
Sra-jhe/11, why found fo high above the 

level of the fea 58 
Seafans, view of, at the Cape - 4-0, 41 

Sepulchral heapr, origin of - • 108, 109 
Srrpent1, moll of them thought noxious 140 

a fafcinating power afcribed to them - i/J. 
vulgar antidotes againft their poifon • i!J. 
curious method of deftroying, by the 

Hottentots • 268 
Shrep, dtfcription of the Cape breed - 116 

their wool, of what kind . 117 
Shruhher1, natural, defcribed • 12 1 

Sla'llu, African, in the colony 46 
Malay, fometimes dangerous i!,. 

3 N Sla't•rr_v, 
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Slaw,,, ita pernicious effecls 47 
Sntuwhtrg, mountains of, their compo-

nent parts, and vegetable produc-
tions 246, 24 7 

det\itute of lhrubbery, and the reafon 

247, 24,8 
productions of this dit\ria, and its 

advantages and inconveniences • 2 so 
charac\er of its colonilta • 2 S 1 

Soap, how formed at the Cape 9 I 
Soda, might be procured in abundance 

at the Cape 92 
Soil, its fertility in various places • J 3S 
Spiders, remarkable account of • 392 
Spring-hole, det\royed in great numbers 

aagame . 118 
Springs, medicinal, noticed 334• 3S S 
S111111m, IOand of, Settlement formed at 

the, for the Southern Whale-
filhery .. 

StalaBitu, account of a mafs of 
Strtam, hot, account of 
Sugllt'•cane, wild and uncultivated 

T 

- 311 
73, 74 

67 

Ta!J/e mountain, dcfcription of 33 
view of its ftratification 36 
grand view from its fummit 37 
caufes of the phenomenon of d,e cloud 

on iu fummit 39 
Tator,ing prevalent among the Kaffera • 216 

Temptrature, remarkable variation of . 337 
7 htrmomettr, its remarkable variations I 90. 2 38 

probable caufe ih. 
Thrr!flm, many kinds of, m Southern 

Africa • 224 

Thun,l<r-J?orm dcfcribed . 320 
TimlJ,r, kinda of, produced at the 

Cape 19,20. 133. 339 

TimlJ,r- PAOii 
for building, fcarce and expenlive 20 
for fuel, mode of procuring ;/,,. 

Troglod1tes, Bosjefmana rcfcmble the, and 
eat the Janz of ants and locufts 282-284 

V 

Paillant, remarks on an afrertion of that 
author 279, 280 

his veracity called in queftioo • 36o 
criticifm on l1is books of travels w. 
an erroneous affertion of, corrcclecl - 382 

Pegetable produ8ions, abundant 24 
account of a variety of them • 2 s, 26, 27 

Pillages, account of fome in the neigh-
bourhood of the Cape 63, 64 

Pint1, culture of 2 3, 24 

Pulturu, various kinda of, mentioned • 267 

Unicorn, figure of an animal refembling 
it difcovercd • • 313 

confideratiqns rendering probable the 
cxiftence of fuch an animal 3 J 3-3 19 

Pi1Jerra, varioua fpeciea of that genus 
noticed 231, 232 

w 

Water, great want of, experienced 

121, 328-333 
when a traveller may expea to meet 

with 97 
Wtatber, view of the, at the Cape -

its mean temperature 
Whale fijherJ ellablilhed at the Cape 
Wild hog of Africa defcribcd 

IVinds, prevalent at the Cape 
Wine, Conftantia 
Wines of the Cape, account of -
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IYHtl, catalogue o( nrioua forta o(, in 

tbe coloor 339• 340 
IY«J, African, or what kind • 117 

z 

ZIIMia tJtadu, it, fruit a fubflitute for 
coffee • 18g 

PAOa 

Zelw11, remarks on the domef\ication o( • 93 
Zooloa, general view or the Cape 2 7 
Zwn Ye/di, plain, of, their vegetable 

produaione 188, 189, 190 
Zwart-lop', 6111, fertility of the country: 

around • 1 3J 
produaive of csccllent timber • 133 
abounds in game 138, 139 

Zwellm/11111, diftria ol, iu population 

and produce 1349• 3S0 

'THZ END .. 
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In tht Prtji, 

TRAVELS IN CHINA, 
CONTAINING 

D11c1UPTI0Ns, OBsERVATtoNs, and COMPARISONS, made and collelled in the 
Courfe of a fhort Rcfidence at the Imptria/ Pala" of rum-min-1utn, and 
on a fubfequent Journey through the Country from 

PEKIN To CANTON. 

In which it is attempted to appreciate the Rank that this extraordinary Empire 
may be confidcred to hold in the Scale of civilized Nations. 

" Non cuivi1 hlJmini conlingit adirt Corinthum.11 

It is the lot of few to go to Ptlin. 

By JOHN BARROW, E(q. 
bate Printe Secretary to the Iarl of Macartney, and one of bia Suite•• Ambaflador from. the 

ltin;; o( Great Britain to the Emperor of China. 

TRA-
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TRAVELS 

INTO THE 

INTERIOR OF SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

PRELIMINARY SUBJECT. 

1-loti,m that gavt Rift lo tht preftnt Yolu1111.-lmportan&1 of Jludying tht Difpojition 
of lnhabitanu-of gaining local lnfarmation.-.Aj/iduitJ of tht Frtnth in tl,,ft 
Rtjptlls-i,ylanctd in a Yaritly of Cafts-eombint national with indi'Vidual YitWI 
-thtir Difptrjon by tht latt Rt'IJOlution-tndtatJDur to nttrafl tht Noliet of thtit' 
Country.-Extrafl from tht 7:rawls of tht Dul,e of Rochcfaucault Liancourt
hi, Stntim1nt1 thoji ef tht Emigrantl.-Fr,neh indtfatigablt in thtir Pu,fuits 
abroad-Progrtf.t madt in India-in tht Birman Empirt-in Coehin-China-lht 
Dangtr, or .Advantagt, that England ma, dtriw from tht lc!fl Co11nt8ion.-Con• 

jidtrations rtfp,Eli11g Macao.-Frtnc/, eommunicatt Knowltdgt-Dutcn andJ'ort,,. 
gueft impedt it 'UJith regard to their Colonits-Gap, of GoJ Hopt an Exuption to thu 
Rtmarlr.-Knowledgt of it imptrftB-and .Accounts contradiElory.-Yarious .Authors 
who havt writttn on tht Sulj1E1-Tachard-Merklin-Valcntyn-Kolbe
Abbedc la Caille-Sparrmann-Thunberg-Patterfon-Hoppc-Van Rccncn. 
-Maps of Captain Riou and De la Rochcttc.-lmportant 01,ftrvatio,u 011 tht 
8auth Coajl of .Africa-Errors ,J dijftrtnt Ch11rt1-0!,/irwtion1 on Monficur 14 

voL. u. s Vaillant's 
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Vaillant's Worl-M11n111r in which th, Chart prtfi,ml to tht prtftnt Worl 'WtlS 

,onjlru8td.-Difagrtt1111nt 6etwttn the Chart and the C/'e,rt t,rplaintd.-i"ejlimony 
ef Gmtral Yantkltur,-Mifnprtftntations of the Cape accounted far.- General 
Nature and Appearance of the Countr1-Improwmtnts /uggtjled. -Changt in the 
national Chara8tr if th, Dutch in thtir Colonit1-their helpltfi Co11dition in Ba
ta"ia, - Ind'fllrJ and .A8ivit1 of the Chintft there-their Numltrs-would prow 
a "a/11a6/e .A,·1uffition to the Cape-real Importance if this Colon1 to England.
Concl'!fion. 

THE very Battering reception which a former volume of 
fitetches experienced from an indulgent public, was fufficient 
encouragement for the Author to refume his pen, though it 
might not be confidered as an adequate motive, without new 
pretcnfions, to obtrude himfelf a fecond time on public notice. 
The pretenfions then, which I now claim, confift chiefly in 
being allowed to finifu an incomplete work : to add a volume, 
in continuation of the former, which I am encouraged to hope 
will be confidered no lefs interefting, from the importance of 
the matter, than tlie other was from its novelty. The natural 
hiftory of a country little known ; the general defcription of its 
furface and appearance ; the manners, cuA:oms, and fiate of 
fociety, of the feveral claffes of inhabitants, furnifu a vaft fund 
of ufeful and agreeable information ; but they do not conftitute 
a whole.-A number of other fubjeB:s muft be difcuffed and 
defcribed before our knowledge of that country can be faid -to 
be complete. Among thefe are not the leaft important the 
local advantages it may command in a political, military, and 
commercial point of vjew, either with refped: to itfelf, or in its 
relations with other countries ; its refources, and their applica• 
tion; its revenues, jurifprudence, population, and a variety of 
ether points which, when attentively taken, form a topogra-

phical 
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SOUTHERN AFRICA. 3 

phical and ftatiftical account, from whence both the ftatefman 
and the philofopher may be inftrull:ed and amufed. 

This latter part is a taflt which, in all human probability, I 
fiiould never have undertaken, had I not found, on my return 
to England, that a great variety of opinions were flull:uating 
with regard to the imponance of the Cape of Good Hope to 
the interefts of the Britifu Empire, but more immediately fo to 
tbofe of the Eaft-India Company, which compofes fo very dif
tinguiilied a part of it. Moft of thefe opinions were, obvioufly, 
grounded on a very limited view of the fubjecl: ; or on an im
perfea knowledge of the country. For, without arrogating to 
myfelf any fuperior information beyond what local knowledge, 
acquired by frequent travel, and my public fituation, enabled me 
to colleil:, I may be allowed to obferve, that few feem to under
ftand in what refpell:a the Cape is, or is not, an important objelt 
to the different powers of Europe. In the former volume all 
political difcuffions were ftudioufly avoided, not only becaufe 
they might at that time, for many reafons, have been thought 
unfeafonable or indifcreet, but becaufe I then conceived there 
was but one opinion with regard to the real value of the 
Cape of Good Hope, if confidered only in the fingle view 
of its being a barrier and a point of fecurity to our Indian 
fettlentents. 

Since, however, it has unfortunately been found expedient 
to relinqui1b the poffeffion of it, in confideration of fomething 
that, no doubt, appeared to be of equal moment, fuch caution 
will now be rio longer neceffary ; and I fuall therefore, in the 

B 2 prefent 
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pre(ent volume, enter very fully into the queftion of the po
litical, military, and commercial advantages, which this grand 
outwork of all the European poffeffions in India commands, 
and of the dangers to which thofe of the Britifu empire in that 
quarter of the world, as well as the trade of the Eaft-India 
Company, are now expofed, by having refigned this point of 
fecurity into the hands of an enemy. I feel it, indeed, in
cumbent on me to prove a pofition I then took for granted, 
that the Cape ef Good Hope wa.r an acqu!Jition bJ which our po
litical a11d commercilll illlerdf s in tbe Eq/1 lndies bad been flcure,I 
a11d j>roll'loled. 

Having hit~rto dwelt more fully on the eharalter and dif
pofltion of the feveral tribes of aboriginal inhabitants, bordering 
upon the colony, than of the Dutch and German fetders, I 
thought it expedient to commence the prefent volume with a 
tnilitary expedition to the Kaffer frontier, in order to afford 
myf elf an opportunity d making fuch remarks and obfervations, 
as had either efcaped me in eompofing the firft, or had pur
pofely been omitted. The charaller and difpofition of the 
inhabitants of a oountry, likely to become the feat of war, are 
points of no (mall importance to be known previous to ita conqueft. 
The late King of Prufila, that wife and vigorous monarch who, 
if now living, would not have been tardy in affifting to repel 
republican tyranny or confular def potifm, recommends, in his 
celebrated inftrultions to his general officers, a particular atten
tion to the ft.udy of the difpofition, the temper, and the turn of 
mi-Rd, of the people inhabiting thofe countries which were def
tined to be the objea: of a military expedition. 

In 
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In this chapter I have alfo blended fome remarks on parti

cular points and paffes, with plans and defcriptions of the three 
principal bays on the fouth-eaA: coaft of the colony, from actual 
furveys ordered to be made by Rear-Admiral Pringle, at the 
requeft of Lord Macartney. The regularity of a journal I 
have not thought it r.ecdfary to obferve ; nor to confider the in
fertion of dates important, the chief ufe of which is, to mark 
the diftances travelled over in a given time, the ftate of the 
weather, or temperature of the air, at given feafons, and the 
growth and maturity of the vegetable productions of the earth, 
as they appear in fucceffion. To thefe points I have already 
attended in my former publication, as well as to the general 
geography of the country. Of the prefent work, panicular 
topography will form a material part; the knowledge of the 
one being no lefa ufeful than that of the other. 

It might appear invidious to point out particular inftancea of 
fatal miftakes which have happened from want of local in .. 
formation; but they are numerous in the records of our hiftory. 
It may not, however, be unimportant to obferve, that, in acquiring 
this kind of knowledge, and in making connections with foreign 
11ations, our moft inveterate and rancorous enemy has always 
been more fuccefsful, becaufe more affiduous, than ourfelves. 
I might inftance this obfervation in the labours of D' .Anqudi/ du 
Pe"on, whofe book was withheld from publication for feveral 
years, on account of the important information it was fup
pofed to contain ref pecting the politics of India :-in the 
Travels of Mejfr,. Olivier and Bruguiere i.nto the Turkifh and 
Perfian empires, who were fent by the Executive Council in 
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1792, wit'h particular inA:rucl:ions to inquire into the political 
fyA:em, the opinions, topography, commerce, and producl:ion1 
of thefe countries ;-in Volney's Travels into Egypt ;-in Son• 
nini's lnveftigations in the fame country ;-in Sehq/liani's Mif
fion and Report, the objecl:s of which are too glaring to be 
miA:aken ;-and in thofe perfons who, under the name of Com• 
mercial .Agents, had accepted the odious employment of fpies. 

Few Englilhmen, indeed, it is to be hoped, would undertake 
a commiffion, which might be confidered as degrading to exe
cute, but for which a Frenchman holds his government alone 
refponfible, and its fancl:ion a fufficient excufe. If, by any act 
in a foreign country, he can gain the favour and countenance of 
his government at home, he will feldom flick at the means. 
Hence we find, in every part of the world, Frenchmen labour
ing for the intercfis of their nation, in the various characters of 
ambafi"adi:,rs to the court, miffionaries for propagating the Chrif .. 
tian religion, commifi"aries of commerce, emifi"aries of a fubor
dinate rank, and voluntary adventurers. A Frenchman, travel
ling in foreign countries, generally combines national with 
individual views. Since the late revolution they have been 
difperfed, like the Jews, over the whole world; but their 
dif perfion is yet too recent to have obliterated the amor patrite 
which, next to that of the ties of blood, clings, perhaps, clofeft 
to the heart. To their ufual propenfity for intrigue at foreign 
courts, and their national enmity againft England, the emigrants 
have now the additional f pur of doing fomething that may re
commend them to the notice of their country. The Travels of 
Le Due de Rocbifaucault Liancourt through the American ftates, 
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furnilh a {\riking inftance of this obfervation. The (entiments 
of this nobleman, openly avowed when it no longer fened 
his purpofe to conceal them, may be confidered aa thofe of a 
very great number of the French emigrants; and it ia lefs 
a fubjed: of wonder that fuch fuould be their fentimenta, than 
that men lhould be credulous enough to think them otherwife. 
In the publication of Liancourt, we perceive the national anti
pathy burft fonh in almoft every page, amidft an apparent in
clination, on the part of the individual, to be grateful for ac
knowledged benefits and multiplied civilities. But it is evident 
that his feelings of abhorrence for the crimes of the French 
revolution are not more {hong than thofe of en.vy and hatred 
at the fucceffes and prof perity of the Briti(h nation. One paf
fage, in the neble author, is fo remarkable, that I am tempted 
to extrall: it. 

" Je fuis embarraffe de me rendre compte ~ moi-m!me des 
" diffcrena fentimenta qui m'opprimaient et m'empechaient de 
" me livrer entierement a la reconnaiffance et a la douceur qui 
" en refulte. J'aime lea Anglais plus peut-@tre qu'aucun Fran
" fais ne les aime; j' en ai toujours ete tres-bien traite; j'ai 
" des amis parmi eux ; je reconnais a ce peuple beaucoup de 
" grandee qualites et de talena. Je haia lea crimes infamea 
" dont la revolution Franfaife a ete fouille, que m'ont d'ailleura 
" enleve des objets cheris a inon affection et a mon eftime ; 
" je fuis banni de France, mes biena font confifques ; je fuia 
" traite par le gouvernement demon pays comme fi j'etais un 
" criminel ou un mauvaia citoyen ; fepare de tout cc qui 
" m' eft cher, Roberfpiene et lea autres brigands par qui ma 
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" nation s'eft laiffee tyrannifcr, m'ont rendu exceffivement 
" malheureux, et mes malbeurs font loin de finir: Le bien ! 
" ce fentiment de la patrie, cc fentiment adjourd'hui fi penible, 
" fi contradicl:oire avec ma pofition, domine tous les autres et 
" vient me pourf uivrc ici plus que jamais. Le Pavillon Anglais 
" fous lequel je navigue, fur des lacs ou a fi long-terns flotte 
" le Pavilion Frarn;ais ; ces forts, ces canons enleves a notre 
" puiffance, ce temoignage perpetuellement fous mes yeux de 
" notre ancicnne faibleffe, et de nos adverfites, me genent, 
" m'accablent, et me donnent un exces d'embarras, de honte, que 
" je ne puis trop bien demeler, et moins encore definir.-Les 
" fucces que le Lord Howe a eus l'annee derniere, dont lea 
" Anglais parlent d'autant plus librement devant nous, qu'ils 
" croient notre caufe attachee a la leur; cette avidite d'annoncer 
" de nouvelles defaites des Fran9ais, d'y croire, et d'ofer nous 
" en complimenter, en nous affurant que nous rentrerons dans 
" nos proprietes par les efforts Britanniques; tous ces fujets 
" habituels d'une converfation dans laquelle !'intention de mes 
•' hotes femble toujours bonne, ont quelque chofe d'autant plus 
" penible, qu'il faut cacher fa penfee dans le filence; qu'en la 
" difant, on pafferait pour un fot aux yeux du tres-petit nom
" bre par qui on ne-ferait pas juge un Jacobin, un Roberfpierre, 
" et qu'on en eft pour ainfi dire embarraffe avec foi-meme. Et 
" cependant, il eft en moi, il e-ft profondement en moi de 
" preferer de garder toute ma vie mon etat de banni, de pauvre 
'' diable, a me voir rappeler dans mon pays et dans mes biens 
" par !'influence des puiffances etrangeres et par l'orgueil 
" Anglais. Je n'entends pas parler d'une defaite des troupes 
" Fran~aifes fans une grand peine, de }eur fucces fans un fenti-
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"' ment d'amour-propre fatisfait que je ne cherche pas toujoura 
" aifez a cacher."-'' I am at a lofs to account for the contend
" ing fentimcnts which have grievoufl y oppreffed me, and pre
" vented me from yielding myfelf entirely to the feelings of 
" gratitude, and to that pleafing ftate of mind which ever at
" tends them. I love the Eoglith more, perhaps, than any 
'' Frenchman docs; I have always been extremely well treated 
" by them ; I have friend& among them ; I acknowledge they 
" pofrefs many great qualities as well as talents. I abhor the 
c, infamous crimes which have ftained the French revolution, 
~, which have torn from me the deareA: objects of my affections 
" and efteem ; I am banHhed from France ; my property is 
" confifcated ; I am treated by my own government as if I 
" were a criminal or a bad citizen : feparatcd from every thing 
" I hold dear, &-01:lcrfpierre and the other brigands, to whofe 
" tyranny my country baa fubmitted, have rendered me ex. 
" tremely miferable, and my mifery ia far from being at an 
" end: but yet, this feeling for one's country, a feeling at 
" prefent fo painful, {o .much at variance with my condition, 
" ftill triumphs over all others, and purfues me here more 
" powerfully than ever. This Engliih flag under which I fail, 
" upon lakes where the &cnch flag baa fo long been flying; 
cc thcf e forts, thefe cannon taken from us, this proof, perp.e
" tuall1 under my eyes, of nur former wcaknefs and ill fuccefs, 
" difturl>, overwhelm, and fill me with a confufion and ihame. 
" which I can neit!her well.diftinguifh nor define. The fuccelfcs 
" of Lord Howe laft year, of which the EnglUh talk with 
" the greater &eeclom before 111, as they confider our cauf e at .. 
• taehed to .thein ; that avidit7 to announce frefh defeats of 
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" the Prench, to give credit to them, and to dare to congratu
" late us on fuch occafions, by aff uring us that we ihall be 
" reflored to our poffeffions through BritUh exertions-all 
'' thefe fubjetb, the conftant theme of converfation, in which 
" the intention of my hofts always appear to be good, are ftill 
" more-painful to me, as prudence requires me to conceal my 
" thoughts, for, in avowing them, one would certainly be 
" confidered as a fool in the eyea of the very few who might 
'' not think one a Jacobin, a Roberf pierre ; and thus is a man 
" perplexed with himfelf. And yet, it is within me, moil: 
" deeply rooted within me, to prefer, through my whole life, 
" this ftate of banifhment, of a forlorn outcaft, rather than owe 
" my reftoration to my country and my property to the in
" fluence of foreign powers, and to Englilh pride. I never 
'' hear of a defeat of the French without great diirefs, nor of 
" their fuccefs without an emotion of fclf-love, which I am 
" not always fufficiently careful to conceaL" 

The fcntiments contained in this paffage are Cuch as numbers of 
the emigrants, by their condua, have ihewn to be congenial with 
their own ; and fuch as ought to convince us how little gratitude 
they really feel for the proteltion and fupport they have received 
from Eoglilh geoerofity; and that neither the miferiea nor the in
juftice they have fuffered from their own country can ever make 
them forget for a moment their national enmity. To expea 
that they fhould for ever abandon their country would be a fen
timent equally illiberal on the other fide. It would have beea 
well, indeed, for themfelves, and better for England, that the 
whole body of the emigrants bad retwned to France. & te 
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thofe few malignant and unchriftian priefts who have dared, 
in their prayers, to invoke the vengeance of Heaven on the 
hand that faved them from affaffinatio, and lifted bread to 
their mouths when, otherwife, they muft have been famHhed, 
thefe mifcreants have fo far degraded themfelves below the com
mon level of humanity, that it is not eafy to determine whether 
they arc more defening of pity or contempt. 

In all their purfuits abroad the French are indefatigable. In 
India they have tranllated the enlightened doltrines of the 
Rights of Man into the language of fome of the country 
powers; they converted the late Tippoo Sultaun into a citizen 
of the world; and eftablilhed a Jacobin club in the very centre 
of Seringapatam. In Hydrabad they had proceeded to greater 
lengths. We find them in the Birman Empire, labouring to 
undermine the Britilh charader, and to infinuate themfelves 
into the favour of the court by their fervicea. In Cochin
China they have been ftill more induftrioua. They have tranf
lated the Enc1clopedie du connaiffancu humainu into the lan
guage of the country ; they have inftrulted the people to 
build lhips of war, and they have trained their foldiers to the 
ufe of artillery. So great a favourite was the late titular bilhop 
of Adran with the king of Cochin-China that, on his death, 
after his brother miffionaries bad interred his remains according 
to the rites of the RomHh church, he ordered the body to be 
taken up and again buried with all the ceremonies and funeral 
pomp of the Cocbin-Chinefe religion, as the greateft honour be 
could beftow on his memory: nor could all the expoftulations, 
or the entreaties, of the miffionaries, who were fcandalized at 
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fuch unhallowed proceedingii, prevail upon the king to forego 
this tefiimony of his great veneration. It is even faid, and 
believed, that they have urged the monarch of this country to 
throw off his vaff'alage to the emperor of China, which, if it 
be true, cannot fail of producing a war that may either prove 
fatal to our trade at Canton, or be turned greatly to our ad
vantage; for, if the Chinefc fhould difcover Europeans acting 
againft them, little folicitous as they really are with regard to 
foreign trade, they might be induced to ihut their ports againfi: 
us; or, abhorring, as they do, French principles, and afraid left 
they lhould get poffeffion of fome country, at no great diftancc 
from their empire, they might, perhaps, by proper management, 
be inclined to court the alliance and protection of England. 

It has been mentioned, indeed, but with what degree 0£ 
truth I do not pretend to fay, that the Viceroy of Canton has 
lately hinted it would by no means be difagreeable to the Chi
nefe government to fee the Engliih in poffeffion of Macao, 
inftead of the Portuguefe, whom they do not confider as 
able to defend this f mall neck of a large illand againfi: any 
attack the French might be dif pofed to make upon it. If 
the fall: be fo, and the Court of Dired:ors cannot but have long 
known it, it is prefumed that they have loft not a moment in 
negotiating with Portugal for this poffeffion, which is only a 
f mall peninfular promontory of no ufe nor benefit whatever to 
that kingdom, but of infinite importance to ours. The French 
know the value of our trade to China as well as we do, and 
will let flip no opportunity of embroiling us with the Chinefe, 
either by direct or indirect means. A Monfieur Perron, more 
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than twelve months ago, in the capacity of commiffary of 
commerce, has boifted the French flag at Canton. Even here, 
before the revolution, the French bad greatly the advantage 
over us by retaining in their employ an agent, a fon of the 
learned Monfieur de Guignes, who underftood the Chinefe 
language, whilft, on every occafion, the EnglUh were obliged 
to have recourfe to the Hong merchants to ad as interpreters, 
the very men who were moft interefted in counteracting their 
views. Happily, however, at this critical moment, the EnglUh 
Eaft India Company poffefs the means of communicating di
reB.1y, and in the language of the country, with the Chinefe 
government, through a gentleman in their employ, whofe ex
traordinary talents and engaging manners, added to his ftation 
in fociety, cannot fail to be produ£l:ive of incalculable fervice 
to their important concerns with this nation. In a word, there 
is fcarcely a part of the globe where Frenchmen may not be 
found, employing their talents, and their time, in gaining fuch 
information, or making fuch conneltions, as may be ufeful or 
agreeable to their government at home. 

It cannot be denied that, from the labours of fuch perfons, 
much information of foreign countries bas been communicated 
to the world. Jn this ref pea, the French have contributed as 
much as, and perhaps more than, any other nation. But the 
Dutch and Portuguefe, partly from the effell: of a narrow po
licy, and partly, perhaps, from the weaknefs of intellectual 
powers, owing to a defell:ive education, have rather impeded, 
than promoted, any information relative to their colonies. 
The Cape of Good Hope, however, forms an exception from 
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this remark ; for although the Dutch tbemfelvea have not fur
uilhed much intelligence ref petting the fouthem promontory of 
Africa, foreigners were feldom refufed permiffion to vifit the 
interior parts of the fettlement. French, Swedes, and Engli1h 
have publilhed accounts, and fome of them voluminous, of this 
colony; yet, at the capture, fingular as it may appear, we 
were entirely ignorant of all the points that were moft material 
to be known. There was not a furvey of one of the baya that 
could be depended on, except one of Table Bay, made by order 
of governor Van de Graaf; not a fingle map that took in one 
tenth part of the colony. Neither the diretlion nor the diftance 
of Graaf Reynet were known to any of the inhabitants. It waa 
called a month's journey, or fo many hundred hours, with an 
ox waggon ; but whether it was five hundred or a thoufand 
miles was uncertain. That enlightened officer Sir James Craig 
roughly calculated it at eight hundred miles ; which is three 
hundred miles more than it atlually is. He obferved that he 
once had received a difpatch from thence in fixteen days, but 
that the jeurney had been done in thirteen. Before we left 
the Cape, the Englilh officers and Engtilh dragoons, performed 
the journey in fevcn days, and fometimes in fix ; feldom ufing 
more than two horfes upon the road. It was pretended that 
the three country diftritls could raife a militia of cavalry to 
the amount of from fifteen to twenty thoufand men ; whereas 
the fall: is, there are little more than twenty thoufand white 
inhabitants, men, women, and children, in the whole fettle
ment. The country was fuppofed to be fo produtlive of 
grain, that a Cargo of wheat was fent to England out of the 
quantity found in ftorc at the capture ; the following year there 
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was a famine ; and a very ferious fcarcity has twice happened 
during the thort period of our poffeffion. 

The earlieft authors, who have written on the fubjea of the 
Cape, are Tacbard, Merl/in, and Y ale111J11, none of whom were 
a day's journey from the town, and, confequeotly, muft have 
drawn up their relations from what they could collea from the 
inhabitants; which experience has found to be neither import
ant nor correa. The fame remark will nearly apply to the 
work of Ko/6e, who, although profeffedly fent out in the cha
ratter of a naturallft, baa defcribed fubjetls that he never faw ; 
retailed idle ftories of the peafantry that betray his great cre
dulity and imbecility of mind ; and filled his book with rela
tions that are calculated to miflead rather than inform. The 
A661 de la Cailk had no opportunity of collecl:ing general in
formation, being principally employed in the arduous under• 
taking of meafuring a bafe line, of thirty-eight thoufand eight 
hundred and two feet, in order to determine the length of a 
degree on the meridian ; and in afcertaining the fituations of 
the principal fixed ftars in the foutbern hemifpbere. His ac
count of the Cape is, therefore, very imperfecl:. Sparnnan11, 
the Swede, followed next, and, by his indefatigable labours, 
fupplied a very extenfive and fatisfad:ory account of the natural 
producl:ions, ef pecially in the animal kingdom, of thofe parts 
of the fettlement over which be travelled ; but he was credu
lous enough to repeat many of the abfurd ftories told of the 
Hottentots by his predeceffor Kol6e, with the additioa of others 
c:olleaed from the ignorant boors. His map is alfo fo miferably 
dcfetlive, and fo incorrea in every part, that he muft certainly 
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have conftrutled it in his clofet from rccolleaion, otherwife 
errors of two and even three hundred miles in latitude, as we 
fhall prefently fee, could not have happened. Thunberg, ano
ther Swede, travelled a great deal within the limits of the co
lony, and made many valuable additions to the difcoveries of 
Sparrmann in the natural hiftory of the country ; yet, although 
he defcribes objeas as they prefented themfelves before him, 
and touches on a variety of fubjeas, bis book, being made up 
of a colleltion of incomplete and unconnelted paragraphs, 
whofe juxta-pofition are fometimes whimfical enough, conveys 
neither accurate topography nor even a general idea of the co
lony. 

The work of our countryman Mr. (now lieutenant-colonel) 
Patte,fon, is a mere journal of occurrences, with defcriptions 
of a few fubjeas in natural hiftory, fome of which, at that 
time, were new ; but the information it contains, with regard 
to the extent and population of the colony, the charalter of 
the f ettlers and of the natives, is very flight ; and he has rc
publifued the very defeclive map of Sparrmann. 

There are, alfo, two modern publications of travels made 
by Dutchmen. The one is by Hoppe, who attended an expe
dition that was fent from the Cape to the northward, in fcarch 
of a nation that were reported to wear linen cloathing. This 
expedition made very little progrefs on account of the want of 
water, and the failure of their cattle. The nation, in all pro
bability, was t'he Portugueze colony on the fouthern part of 
Angola; or, pethaps, fome feamen belonging to a whaler that 
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had touched at Angra Pequen11, a fmall bay in latitudo 26° 36' 
fouth, might have been fcen by the Damaras, or the Great Na
maquas. The other publication is a Journal of Y m, Roe11e11, 
who, with fome of the Dutch peafantry, proceeded through 
the Kaffer country, in fcarch of the paffengera and crew of the 
Grofvenar that was wrecked on the coaft a little to the fouth
ward of De la Goa Bay. This journal was publHhed by Cap,. 
lain Riou in England, with the addition of a map, conftrua:ed 
from the materials contained in the journal, and the information 
of a Dutch navigator. It is therefore hardly neceifary to ob
ferve that, from fuch data, it could not be otherwifc than de. 
feetive in moft of the effential points that confl:itute the valuo 
of a fea-chart. It is incorrell: in the latitudes and longitudes .. 
in the indentations of the coaft, and in the fize and thape of 
the bays. A partial map of the colony by De /11 Ro,betlt bat 
alfo been lately publilhed, which is fo far incorrect, evea i11 tha 
vicinity of the Cape, that the faur-and-twenly rivers are mad~ 
to Bow in an oppofite direll:ion to that which is altually the 
-cafe. 

In fpeaking of charts, it may not, perhaps, be -confidered un
important to obferve in this place, that the whole of the coaft 
of South Africa, between Algoa or Zwartkop's Bay, and that 
of De la Goa, ftretches, in reality, much farther to the eaftward, 
{making the continent in this part much wider,) than it is laid 
down in any of the fea-charts that have hitherto been publifhed ; 
by feveral degrees more eafterly than fome of them make it. 
To this circumftan.ce may, probably, have been owing the lofs 
of the Grofvenor lndiaman, and many other {hips that have 
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been -wrecked on the Kaffer coaft ; and by it may be explained 
the reafon why ihips, coming from the north-eaftward, almoft 
invariably fall in with the land, to the northward of Algoa 
Bay, a full degree or more before t!1ey make it by their obferv
ationa or reckoning. Immediately beyond Algoa Bay the 
coaft, in the charts, is ufually made to trend to the north-eaft, 
and even to the northward of this point, whereas, in reality, it 
runs only eaft-north-eaft to the mouth of the Great FHh River, 
or Rio d'lnfante, whofe latitude at this place, by repeated ob
'=rvations, I found to be 33° 251 fouth; and from hence to 
the mouth of the Keifkamma in the Kaffer country, the direc
tion continues pretty nearly the fame ; after which, and not 
before, the coaft begins to trend more to the northward. At the 
mouth of this river I had alfo an obfervation for the latitude, 
which I found to be 3.3° 12' fouth. The latitude of the true 
Cape point is 34° 2i' fouth; fo that, in the diftance of 
about fix hundred and fifty miles, the coaft inclines to the 
north ward no more than feventy miles from the parallel of the 
true Cape of Good Hope, which is very far from being the 
cafc in an7 of the fea or land-charts I have ever feen. It may 
not be amifs to fubjoin the errors in latitude of tbefe eaftern 
points, as they appear in fome of the charts. 
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Neptune Oriental 
Ad:ual Obfcrvations 

Errors 

Captain Riou 
Altual Obfervations 

Errors 

Sparrmann 
Altual Obfervations 

Errors 

Mr. Le V aillant 
Altual Obfervations 

Errors 

Keilkamma. 

32• o' 
33 12 

I 12 

32 30 
33 12 

42.' miles 

28 12 

33 12 

s 0 

29 4a 
33 12 

3 30 

Rio d'lnfante, or Zwartkop'• Bay. Great FiJh River. 

32• 50' 33• 37' 
33 2 5 33 56 

35 19 

33 2 5 33 46 
33 25 33 56 

10 

30 0 3° 57 
33 25 33 56 

3 25 2 59 --
3° 44 3 1 54 
33 25 33 56 

2 41 2 2 

With regard to the !aft-mentioned gentleman, I lhould not 
have noticed his map had he not endeavoured to imprefs the 
world with an idea of the great pains that were taken in col
lecting the materials, and of the affiftance he afterwards received, 
and the attention that was beftowed, in putting them together. 
And in order to add force, as he fuppofes, to the value of hia 
obfervations, with a pretended zeal for the caufe of humanity 
(pretended becaufe he knew that every line in his chart was 
falfe), he breaks out into the following apoftrophe :-" Had 
" my voyage been productive of no other good than that of 
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" preventing a Jingle jhipwrcck, I lhould have applauded myfelf 
" during my whole life for undertaking it!" The fall: is, he 
has <lone little more, in the eaftern part of his map, than copy 
from Sparrmann ; and the whole to the northward of Saint 
Helena Bay is a work of fancy. Two inftances will be fufficient 
to £hew how very little he is to be trufted. He places Cam
deboo, and the beginning of the Snowy Mountains, in the 
latitude of about 28° fouth, inftead of 32° 151 foutb, an error 
of more than 290 EnglHh miles ! And be makes the Orange 
River defcend from the northward, nearly paratlel to the coaft, 
which, in fall:, takes its rife near the eaftern coaft, and efcends 
towards the north-weft.. Meffrs. Truter and Somerville, who, 
two years ago, penetrated farther into the interior of Southern 
Africa than any Europeans had ever done before, calculated 
that they croffed this river in about 29° o' fouth, and between 
~3° and 24° eaft of Greenwich. I fltirted its banks from 29° 40' 
to 30° 15' fouth, and between the longitudes of 25° 451 and 
26° 30' eaft, which lhews, as I faid before, that its courfe 
is north-wefterly. Monjieur Le Vail/an/ cannot be offended 
at my pointing out his miftakes, as he himfelf has obferved, 
that " a traveller ought to conceal nothing that may lead to 
" error in the fciences.'' Befides, I feel myfelf called upon to 
anfwer a charge, preferred againfl: me by Mor,jieur Grandpre,. 
the tranflator of my former volume, that I have attempted to 
invalidate the truth of Monjieur Lt Vail/ant's work, hecaufl it 
was from the pen of a Frenchman. I can very ferioufly 
affure Monjimr Grandpre, that he is mifl:aken; that I 
confider the work of Monjicur Le Vail/an/ as replete with va
luable matter, and ingenious obfervations; but they are fo 
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jumbled together with fill:ion and romance, that none but 
thofe who have fol1owed his fteps can pretend to feparate the 
one from the other. It is of little importance to mankind to 
know what exquifite amufement Monjieur Le Vail/ant could 
derive from careffing his favourite ape, or to tell the world 
that " Keu was ftill a virgin !" It is fometlmes allowable for 
a traveller to be " himfelf the hero of each little tale:'' but 
Monfieur Le Vaillant is an hero on every occafion. To mag
nify his courage and his perf everance, to detail the prudence 
of hia meafures, and to defcribe in glowing language his fuff'er
ings, were foothing to his vanity ; and, as moft readers know 
how to appreciate them, the florid defcriptions of his compiler 
can do little harm; but when he endeavours to miflead the 
world on fubjells that are important, and to imprefs falfe no
tions of the people and the country he pretends to delineate, 
he lay& himfelf open to cenfure, and ought, in juftice to the 
public, to be expofed. 

With regard to bis not having croffed the Orange River, 
I confider the information of his beft friends, the Sia/Jeri fa
mily, to be decifive; " he left Zwartland in July, travelled to 
" the Orange River, and returned in the beginning of the 
" following December." I may furely then be allowed to pro
nounce this part of his chart as a work of fancy, and his Kora. 
fJUa1, Ka!Jobiquas, and Hoofuanas, as " creatures of the brain." 
By the firft he probably meant the Koras, a tribe of Hottentots 
dwelling on the banks of the faid river, confiderably higher than 
the place where he vifited it ; and of whom he might have ob
tained fome account from the Namaaquas ; and his Hoefuana1 
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might, perhaps, be intended for the Bo'!fouantu, whom the 
two above-mentioned gentlemen vifited two years ago; inftead, 
however, of the Pigmy Hottentots, which the firft are rcpre
fented to be, the latter were found to be a tall athletic race of 
KafFera. Thefe gentlemen. on comparing Monfieur Le Yail
lant'a book with the country, and the natives beyond the 
Orange River, were decidedly of opinion that, fo far from ad
vancing to the Tropic, he had never croffed the faid river. But 
enough of Monjieur Le Vail/ant. As to a work lately publilhed 
under the name of Dambergher, it would be an infult to the 
underftanding of the public, to fuppofc that fo grofs and clumf y 
an impofition could for a moment pafs detection. 

Having thus noticed fome of the defects and omiffiona in 
the works of tbe moft efteemed authors who have written on 
the Cape, I fhall beg leave to fay a word with refpecl: to the 
manner in which the chart, prefixed to the former volume of 
this work, was conftrutted. 

The geographical knowledge of the colony being fo very im
perfect, and only two partial maps in exifience that could at all 
be depended on ; one, that of De la Rocbette already noticed; 
the other, a furvey on a very large fcale, having all the farma 
marked down from Zwellendam to Algoa Bay, and from the 
firft chain of mountains to the fea-coafi, comprehending, how
ever, only a fmall portion of Zwellendam, Lord Macartney, 
in the inftructions I had the honour to receive from him, en
joined me to pay a particular attention to this important fub
jell:. I furnilhed myfelf, accordingly, with a fextant of fix in .. 
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ches radius, by Ramfden ; an artificial horizon ; a good pocket 
chronometer ; a pocket compafs ; and a meafuring chain. Hav
ing been able, in the courfe of a few days, to afcertain pretty 
nearly the ufual rate of travelling with waggons drawn by oxen, 
I carefully noted down the time employed from one halting 
place to another, with the direction of the road, as pointed out 
by the compafs. 

The uniform pace of the oxen, the level furface of the great 
Karroo or defert, and the ftraightnefs of the road, were data 
that might alone have fupplied a fketch of tolerable exad:nefs; 
but, in order to afcertain any little deviation that might have 
been made, either to the northward or the fouthward, a meri
dional altitude of the Sun was regularly taken every day, the 
confiant cleamefs of the weather being favourable for fucb ob
fervations. A feries of latitudes thus obtained, at intervals of 
about twenty miles of difiance, fuppfied a corred:ion by which 
the route might be reduced to a great degree of certainty. 

The ftations or refling-places of each day being verified by 
thefe means, I then took the bearings, and made interfeltions, 
of any remarkable point in the diftant mountains, as long as it 
could be feen, for the purpofe of determining its pofition upon 
the chart. The uninterrupted lines, in which the chains of 
mountains generally run on the fouth part of the continent of 
Africa, are particularly favourable for laying down a fketch 
of the country, without going through the detail of a regular 
furvey. 

Having 
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Having proceeded, in this manner, to mark down the route 
and the chains of mountains on each fide of it, as far as the 
drofdy of Graaf Reynet, and from thence to the fea-coaft at 
Algoa Bay, I here joined Lieutenant Rice of the navy, an able 
and intelligent navigator, who had been fent in his Majefty'a 
brig the Hope, under the inftrul\ions of Rear•Admiral Pringle, 
to make a furvey of this bay, and of the coaft and bays from 
hence to the Cape. Here we made repeated obfervations for the 
latitude, but had no opportunity, during our ftay, of taking 
the angular diftance of the Sun and Moon, in order to deter
mine the longitude. I therefore retained the longitude arifing 
from the data I procured in the manner already mentioned, 
although it differed a tittle from Mr. Rice's, being about a de
gree more eafterly. His longitude was the refult of the log
reckoning ; but as the currents that, at all feafons of the year, 
are found to fet in one direction or another upon the Bank of 
L' Aguillas, render the log-reckoning very uncertain ; and, aa 
the ref ult of obfervations, afterwards made, gave about the 
mean longitude between ours, it did not appear important to 
make any .change in the chart. I was moreover induced to 
retain the longitude, brought out by computation of the diftance 
and direction travelled, on perceiving that it differed not half 
a degree with that of Algoa Bay, as laid down in the excellent 
chart of the Bank L' Aguillas, publiihed by Major Rennell. 

A difagreement, however, will be found in fome of the lon
gitudes, as given in the text, and thofe marked in the chart, 
for the knowledge of which I am indebted to the writers of 
the Critical Review. This difference, which is not material, 
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muft have arifen, I fuppofe, from adopting, in the manufcript, 
the longitudes of Mr. Rice after the chart had been finilhed 
and fent to England, on the return of the Earl of Macartney; 
whereas, the manufcript was not tranfmitted for publication till 
twelve months afterwards. For I obferve that the bays, on the 
fouth coaft of the chart, are a little more eafterly than they are 
faid to be in the text ; but in all the other parts, except the 
bays, the one exactly correfponds with the other. 

That the relative fituations of the feveral parts of the chart are 
correa:, or pretty nearly fo, I can venture to pronounce, as no paioa 
were f pared, nor precautions neglected, to make it as complete as 
the means I employed would admit ; I have, indeed, received the 
flattering teftimony of Brigadier(now Major-General} Vandeleur 
who, after travelling from the Cape of Good Hope to the Great 
Filh River, and from thence to Graaf Reynet, with a copy of 
the chart in his hand, and a good perambulator, obferves, that 
he had not been able to difcover an error amounting to ten 
miles in any part of the country over which he had patfed. It 
may be right to mention, however, that I cannot be very cer
tain as to the fea-coaft between Saint Helena Bay and the 
Khamieiberg, as I could only obtain a fight of that coaft from 
thefe two points; but the error cannot be confiderable, nor of 
much importance, as charts of this defcription are not ufed for 
nautical purpofea. The great object was to afcertain the extent 
of the fettlement ; the natural productions it afforded; and 
the relative pofition of its boundaries to the neighbouring tribes 
of natives; points, important as they were, that had hitherto 
not been determined. 

VOL, II. E The 
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The imperfell: and partial accounts that have been given of 
the Cape may, in fome meafure, explain the jarring and con
tra<licl:ory opinions that have been held with regard to its im
portance, as connected with our Indian trade and fettlements, 
and as a territorial acquifition. This remarkable promontory, 
the doubling of which formed a new zra in the annals of na .. 
vigation, and on that account alone ought to be well known, 
has been varioufly reprefented. Whilft fome have held it out 
as a terreftrial paradife, where nature fpontaneoufly yielded all 
that was necefTary, not only for the fupply of the ordinary 
wants and conveniences, but alfo of the luxuries and fuperBui
ties of life ; others have defcribed it as a barren peninfular 
promontory, connected by a fandy ifthmus to a ftill more barren 
continent. 

In this inftance, as in moil: cafes, we may, perhaps, difcover 
the truth to lie in the middle. It offers nothing very peculiar, 
either in the produllive quality of the foil, or in its fierility. 
Where there is moifture the warmth of the climate promotes 
vegetation, without the preparation of an artificial foil by the 
aid of compofts or manures ; hence, one crop of grain in the 
year may be procured from the ihalloweft foil and even in 
1hcer fand. But, unfortunately for the country, in the hottefi 
months of the year, from the beginning of December to the 
end of March, and fometimes to the middle of April, there 
fcarcely falls a fingle iliower of rain. In thefe months, the 
verdure totally difappears; and the whole furface of the country 
prefents to the eye either large tra& of white fand dotted with 
ihrivelled heaths and other ihrubs, ftruggling as it were to 
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maintain the living principle, or regions covered with that 
brown fickly hue in which an angry poet, with more wit than 
juftice, has dreffed the furface of that part of our ifland to the 
northward of the Tweed : 

'' Far u the eye could reach no tree was fclm, 
" Earth clad in ruffct, fcom'd the lively green.'' 

To perfons arriving from a long fea voyage, and immediately 
meeting with moft of the European, and fome of the tropical, 
fruits, the Cape muft, no doubt, appear a moft delightful f pot; and 
fuch perfons, making a fuort ftay, and loaded with refrelhmenta 
for the fucceeding part of their voyage, are apt to extol and to 
exaggerate the pleafantnefs and the value of the country. Bo
tanifts, alfo, and .Borifis, are fo taken up with the beauty, and 
vaft variety, of flowering furubs and bulbous rooted plants, 
that they are apt to overlook the Candy furface out of which 
they grow, entirely bare of any kind of grafs, and deftitute of 
that verdant turf which is fo diftinguiiliing a feature of our 
happy ifland. Beautiful as the heaths of the Cape moft un
queftionably are, yet thofe who have been accuftomed to look 
at them nurtured in the green-houfes of England, where all or 
moft of the numerous f pecies, and variety of the fpecies, are 
colle£ted into one groupe, and arranged fo as to convey the 
moft ftriking effecl:, would be greatly difappointed if they ex
pe£ted to meet with them, in the fame ftate of perfe£tion, in 
their native foi]. They would here behold whole tracts of 
country covered, in the fame manner as our heath lands, with 
one or two fpecies, lhattered and jagged by the force of the 
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winds, fhrivelled by the drought, or ftubbed by the cattle. 
Even in the boggy grounds, where they grow to a fize of which 
no idea can be formed from feeing the fame f pecies in England, 
they are neither fo elegant in their habit, nor Bower fo freely, 
as in their cultivated fiate. 

Thofe trall:s, however, on which the ilirubby plants arc 
found, barren as they are, may be confidered among the heft 
that the f ettlement affords ; the mountains generally exhibit 
maffes of naked rock ; and the Karroo deferts are wide ex
panded beds of compaa clay tinged with iron, and mixed with 
pebbles of quartz and comminuted fand-ftone. A piece of 
Karroo earth is not unlike, in appearance, to that of puzzoli, 
but entirely different ln its nature, water which renders the 
latter hard, converting the former into a greafy marl. If thefe 
elevated plains were bleffed with iliowers, which never happen 
in the winter feafon, nor indeed in fummer, unlefs by occa
fional thunder ftorms, they would become the moft fertile 
tral\:s of land in the whole fettlement. If, by any accident, a 
ftream of water has paffed over Karroo ground, the productive 
quality of the foil, and the luxuriancy of vegetation, are almoft 
incredible. Experience, in fuch fituations, has fuewn, that, 
without the affiftance of manure, or the labour of fallowing, 
returns of corn have been produced from fixty to eighty fold. 

The fcarcity of water, the reafon of which I iliall endeavour 
to explain in the following chapter, is, in fact, the irand ob
ftacle to an extended cultivation at the Cape of Good Hope. 
Wherever a fireamlet occurs, a houfe is fure to be creeled, and, 
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were it not for fuch rills, fcarcely an efculent vegetable would 
be produced in the Cummer feafon. The country, however, 
is capable of much improvement. Inftead of the grounds being 
entirely open, and equally expofed to the winds and the Sun, 
trees and hedge-rows might be planted ; tanks or refervoirs of 
water formed ; wells dug ; and the running ftreams encreafed 
by opening their fource1, and clearing out their channels. 

It is very remarkable that the fame people, who are celebrated 
in Europe for their induftry and frugality, fhould become, in 
all their colonies, the moft indolent and prodigal of all other 
nations. In the fine climate of the Cape they engage in little 
or no manual labour. If a common foldier, having ferved out 
his time, 1hould obtain his difcharge, and, having been brought 
up to fome trade or profeffioo, 1hould commence bufinefs, the 
moment he is enabled to purchafe a flave, he ceafes to work. 
In Batavia, the Dutch are ftill more indolent ; even their flaves 
are there fo helplefs, that were it not for the Chinefe the Eu
ropeans muft literally ftarve. Thefe indufirious people exercife 
all manner of trades and handicraft work, cultivate the ground, 
fupply the market with vegetables, with butcher's meat, and 
with poultry; raife rice, pepper, coffee, and fugar, for confump
tion and exportation; carry on the whole commerce of the ifland 
both internal and coafiways; act as brokers, factors, and inter
preters between the Dutch government and the natives; farm, 
and collel't, the taxes and revenues, both for the former and the 
latter; in a word, they poffefs among themfelves the monopoly 
of the whole ifland. Yet, ufeful as thefe people are, and indif
penfably neceLfary to the Dutch in this fettlement, their num-
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hers are regarded with an eye of jealoufy, and their growing 
wealth with that of avarice. It is calculated that not fewer 
than one hundred thoufand Chinefe refide within the territories 
of the Dutch Eaft India Company in this ifland, on each of 
whom it was propofed to lay a capitation tax of five rix-dollara; 
which, impolitic as it may appear, is frill better than to put 
them to death in cold blood as they did, on the moft frivolous 
pretext, about the middle of the laft century, to the amount of 
many thoufand fouls. Ten thoufand Chinefe, tranfported to 
the Cape of Good Hope, would prove a more valuable gold 
mine to the colony, than thofe which are fuppofed to exift; 
but which moft probably exift only in the imaginations of the 
fettlers. 

It is not, however, in the light of a fettlement, capable of 
producing articles of valuable export to the mother country, on 
which the real importance of the Cape of Good Hope depends. 
Whatever its claims may be as a territorial poffeffion, or a com
mercial emporium, in the hands of other powers, England 
ought to confider it in no other view than as a point of fic11rity 
or of annoyance to her poffeffions in the Eaft Indies, and to her 
commerce with China. On this ground I {hall endeavour to 
ftate the folid advantages to be derived from the Cape, as de
pendent on the crown of England ; and the very ferious confe
quences that may refult from its remaining in the hands of an 
enemy. 

The firft, as being the moft important confideration, will be 
the advantages it polfdfes as a military fiation; after which, I 
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ihaU attempt to point out its value as a port and naval ftation; 
and, in the taft place, as a commercial emporium and territorial 
acquifition. Thefe confiderationa will lead me to enquire into 
its real intrinfic value as a colony, in its prefent flare, and to 
what extent it feems capable of further improvement. And, as 
the information on this head is moft deficient, and opinions 
various and contradictory, it may not be unacceptable, and it 
certainly is not unimportant, to draw up, from authentic docu
ments, a ftatiftical iketch of the fettlement, which will enable 
the reader to form a competent judgment of its value, as a 
country capable of fupplying provifions, at a cheap rate, for 
the army and navy; of producing articles of export for Europe 
and America, in exchange for Britilh produce and manufactures; 
and as a general depdt or central point for the fouthern whale 
fifhery, which has now become fo great an objea: of Briti.fh 
trade and navigation. 

If any of the hints thrown out in this volume 1hould prove 
beneficial to my country, by fuggefting fuch meaf ures as may 
avert the evils which now threaten our trade and fettlements in 
the Eaft, I £hall confider the labour and application of three 
months not to have been bef.l:owed in vain. 
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CH A P. II. 

Military Expedition to the Kaffer Frontier. 

Occ'!Jion ef this Expedition.-.Ajfairs if Graaf Rtyntt.-Gordo,c's Bay.-Rottenlot 
Rolland's Kloof-Objlinacy of tht Colonflls.-Cruelty to Animals, bad F-:ffeEls ef.
Palmiet and Bott Ri,•trs.-'remptraturt of tht Air,-'Iht Shoemaker's HfJ'IJtl,
Rapid Yegrtation efter Rain-PlantJ fi,ji appearing,-Swut Millt.'s Yalle,-wild 

Animals thtre,-Ej1ablifhmmt of Rtrnhuttrs or Mora11ians-good EffeEls ef.
Rotttnlots difcouragtd by the Colonflls-Sir James Craig' s 'I d/imony of-other 
Mi1Jio11ariu.-l,jlnnct of Zeal in Mr. Kicherer-RejleElion thertupon.-lnjlance 
of ja1J11ge Cruelty in the Boors-11 Boor taktn into Cr/Jody.-Two of our Dragoons 
ldf in a Rit•tr.-Scar&ity of Water attempttd to be explained from tht Nature and 
Antiquity of the Mountains-Faas adductd in Proof of the 'Iheor1.-Cope !Jlhmus 
ne11er co11ered with the Sea-Reafans far fuch ConjeElure,-L' Aguil/as Ban/, once 
Part of the Continent.-Antiquity of .Africa.-Mufcle Bay-Chart and Defcrip
tion ef.-Croft Attaquas Kloof into Lange Kloof.-Wine-Raflins-Brand1-
all of bad ~uality.-Exptriment for mal:ing good Wi,,e.-Ap/earance of L11nge 
KIO<Jf--cro.ft the li,fount11ins to Plettenberg's Boy-Reafon'WhJ Foryl 'Ireuare more 
abundant there than e!fawhere.-Mr. Colander's .Auount of the Knyfna-a,id 
furrounding Countr1,- Condition of a Cape Boor,-.Anchor found 011 'Iable Moun
tain.-Plants near Ple:tenberg's Bay-and .A11imals.-I1flance of Ingenuity in a 

deaf and dumb Ma,1.-Appearance of the Co1111try betwetn Camtoos Ri11er and 
Algoa Bay.-Engagemtnt between La Preneufe and the Rattlefnakc.-Change of 

Cir'(Umjloncu fawurable t, the Boors-rebellious Boors Jent to the Cape-tried hJ 
the Court of Jujlice there-Co,jlitution of thiJ Court-bad Chara!ler of und,fer11ed. 
B,ors plundered oy the Hotlmtots- Jujlification of thife People-their cruel Treat
ment oy the Bo,rs-.Exomples of in a Hottentot Woman and Child cut with Shambocs 
-in a Boy with Iron Rings clenched on his Leg,-Punfjhnunt of the Boor -Ano
ther lnjlance of the fonguinary Chara El er of the Baor1-it1 Caufe explained.-People 
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ef' Cap, Z'fl'Wn,-Z'h, Burgher and tht Wha/1.-Charafltr and Modt of Lift 
-ttnadou1 of Ranl:.-Holttntot Corp1-Charafltr oJ.-Condition of tht Slavts.

/mprudmct of tht Whilt1.-.Admi11iflralion of J'tflict l,etwttn tht Whitt/ and 
BIMl:s,-Rtncontrt with tht Kajftr Chitj Cango.-Comparifon btlwttn tht Ptr• 

fans of Boors and Kaffers.-Rtjlr8;011,-Food of tht Kefm.-Boefhuana1.-City 
of Ltttnl:oo.-Conjtflurt of th1 Knffer Origin-Exttnt of thtir Count?-thtir 
Dogs mt fu!,jtEI to Canint J.fadneji.-Sma/1 Pox not tndnnic in South Africa
Origin of.-High Sit11alion1 fovourablt to tht Growth of Ani111al1.-Uncommo11 
lnjianct of Bull: in a Woman-Falt of 1hi1 hapleji Crtalurt.-.Attad of tht 
Ka/Jtrs upon tht Brit!Jh Troops-a wounded Kaffer taken. - Rmcontrt of Boors 

and Hott,ntots at Algoa Bay.-Kajftrsjlorm tbt Britfjh Camp.-Melancholy Fate 
of Litultna11t Chumnty and pltm Mm.-Illjudgttl ConduEI of tht Boors- Con• 
flgutnm.-Hatrtd of Ka.fftrs and Hotlmtots againjl the Boors-ConJuEI of tht 
latttr at Plettmkrg's Bay.-Horrid Murdtr co,nmitttd in Lange K!oolf.-Curiou1 

Jlrticlt1 of lnjlruElions propofad far the Boors in th,ir Wars with tht Ka/firs.
Return to th, Capt. - Change of Cond11EI in tht Colonifl1-rtro11cil,d lo tht Brit!fo 
GO'fJtrnmtnt-indijfirmt as to the Rtturn of their own-littft Rr},ici11gjhrrvn at 

this Ewnt-Rt11fons of it-ji11al Evacu11tion. 

FROM the moment that the departure of the Earl of 
Macartney for England was made known in the diftant 

parts of the colony, the ignorant and mifguided boors, excited 
by that party of mifchievous, and not lefs ignorant, perfons in 
Cape Town, who had long fhewn themfelves averfe to all go
vernment, feemed to think that with his Lordfhip had departed 
all authority and the means of bringing them to legal punHh
ment. Their reftlefs and turbulent minds, and, above all, their 
avaricious and iniquitous views upon the harmlcfs Kaffers, could 
no longer brook refl:raint ; and they determined, at a fclell: 
meeting, as one of them obferved in a Jetter ·to his friend at 
the Cape, "Now that the old Lord was gone away, to prove 
" themfelves true patriots." 
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The firft all: of their patriotic f pirit was an attempt to take 
by violence, out of the hands of juftice, a criminal whom the 
Landroft, or chief magiftrate of the diftrict, had forwarded, 
under the ef cort of a dragoon, towards the Cape. His crime, 
which was an acl: of forgery on orphan property, committed to 
the care of a conftituted board in the Cape called the Wtyltammtr, 
or chamber for managing the effects of minors and orphans, 
had been fully proved againft him before the provincial 
court of judicature ; but being one of the patriotic party, 
and a very diftinguHhed character in all the difturbances that 
had taken place in this diftricl:, he was confidered as too valuable 
a fuhjel\ to be·taken off by a regular courfe of jufiice. Ac
cordingly, about fourteen boors, each armed with an enormous 
mufquet ufed for killing elephants and other wild beafts, were 
difpatched upon the Karroo, or great dcfert, on the meritorious 
entcrprize of reftoring the culprit to the fociety of which he 
was a member. The dragoon, however, into whofe cuftody he 
had been committed, thought proper to demur, and at length 
told them, in a very refolute and fpirited manner, that fooner 
than furrender him into their hands, or fuffer him to be taken 
out of his, he lhould certainly blow out his brains. But the 
Landroft's fecretary, who had alfo been fent in joint charge of 
the prifoner, no lefs frightened than the boors were at the de
termined manner of the dragoon, prevailed upon the latter, if 
not to relinqui{h the criminal, at leaft to convey him back to 
the drofdy, and deliver him up to the Landroft; to this he re
lull:antly affentcd; the courageous boors keeping at a proper 
<liflance from the waggon. 

Having, 
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Having, however, proceeded thus far, without difplaying 
any extraordinary exploits of patriotifm, the ihame of their 
failure feemed to require that they iliould go a ftep fanher. 
With the affiftance of a fchoolmaller, whom they found no 
difficulty in perfuading to be of their party, they iff ued circular 
letters to their brother boors, entreating fuch as they knew to 
be well difpofed to aa with them, and commanding, in a me
nacing tone, others whofe co-operation was doubtful, to affem
ble in arms without delay. Their firft movement was to ftation 
themfelves near the ford of the Sunday River, juft at the en
trance of the village ; and to fend from thence to the Landroft 
a threatening meffage, that, unlefs he would comply with all 
the demands they were about to make, they fhould, in the firft 
place, feize upon his perfon, and either hang him before his 
own door, or deliver him over to fome of the boors againft 
whom he had, on a former occafion, been the inftrument of ob
taining a decree of outlawry, and who were now living with 
the Kaffers. The Landron, by means of a few dragoons who 
luckily happened at this time to be ftationed at the drofdy, for 
the purpofe of forwarding difpatches through the country, was 
not only enabled to hold this undifciplined rabble, though ten 
times the number of his forces, at defiance, but alfo fecrctly to 

convey to the government at the Cape fpeedy intelligence of 
the rebellious condua of the farmers of his diftril\. 

I have already obferved, in the former volume of this work, 
that the diforderly and riotous behaviour of the boors of Graaf 
Reynet, in infulting and driving away the firft magifirate, 
and the minifter of the gof pel, had determined General Sir 
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James Craig to fend a military force into the diftrict, to com
pel them, by martial law if necelfary, to a fenfe of their duty; 
which a jufi: and indulgent adminifiration of the colonial laws 
had failed to do :-that this force had altually marched to the 
feet of the firft range of moun:ains, where a moft humble and 
fubmiflive addrefs from the rebels, promifing, in future, ob
f ervance of good order and obedience to the laws, ftopped its 
progrefs :-that Lord Macartney, thinking to conciliate by lay
ing them under obligations, fuch as their former government 
never could have done, but which his Majefty's infirultions 
enabled him to put in practice, not only granted a full pardon 
for all their manifold offences and mifdemeanors, but alfo re
mitted them arrears of ground-rent, due to the treafury, to the 
amount of two hundred thoufand rix dollars; not doubting 
that he fhoulJ, at leafl, obtain from their gratitude, what their 
reftlefs temper, joined to their extreme ignorance, had hitherto 
feemed to have rendered almoft a moral impoffibility-refpell: 
for his Majefiy's government, and obedience to their own 
laws. 

Thefe gracious indulgencies, that appeared to make fome im
preffion for the moment, were however foon forgotten, and it 
now became obvious that nothing fhort of a military force 
could keep them in any fort of order. And as, at this time, 
the Cape was perfeltly fecure from any attack of a foreign 
enemy, General Dundas thought it expedient to direct that a 
detachment, compofed of a fquadron of dragoons, a few com
panies of infantry, and the greater part of the Hottentot corps, 
1hould march into the diflrilt under the command of brigadier 
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General Vandeleur. The rebellious boors, now collecled in 
very confiderable numbers, had ftationed themfelves between 
the drofdy and Algoa Bay, where they had formed a kind of 
camp, and, to a certain degree, according to the new term 
which their Cape friends had taught them to adopt, had orga11izeti 
their forces. 

But as the courage of thefe people difplays itfelf only on par
ticular occafions, fuch as in acting againft defencelefs Hottentors, 
the moment they heard that troops were advancing, they 
thought proper to difperfe, leaving, in the hands of a neutral 
perfon, a moft humble petition, in which they acknowledged 
their error, and fupplicated forgivenefs. To this addrefs the 
general very properly returned a verbal anf wer, ftating, that he 
could hold no communication with rebels, until they had volun
tarily furrendered themfelves to his difcretion, and laid their 
arms at his feet ; that, for this purpofe, he 1hould name a cer
tain place and day ; and that all fuch as ihould not appear at 
the time and place appointed, would be confidered in the light 
of rebels and traitors to his Majefty's government, and would 
be purfued accordingly. 

On the day fixed, the majority of the rebels obeyed the {um
mons ; and never furely was exhibited fuch a motley group of 
armed cavalry fo whimfically equipped. The greater part 
were fuch uncouth beings, fo very 

" -Huge of bulkt 
" Wallowing unwieldy• cnormoua in their gait.'t 

that 
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that it was morally impoffiblc for the by-fianders to obferve 
the gravity of countenance which the occafion required ; and 
the awkward manner in which they difmounted, with the dif
ficulty that fome of them experienced on account of the pro
tuberance of their bellies, in grounding their arms, were fuffi
cient to throw the moft ferious off their guard. The General 
feleclcd nine of the ringleaders, and fent them under an efcort 
on board his Majefty's fl1ip the Rattlefnake, then at anchor in 
Algoa Bay ; on the reft he levied a certain fine towards de
fraying the cxpences of the expedition, which their abf urd and 
rebellious conduct had occafioned. 

Before this termination of dill:urbances, which, if fuffered to 
extend to the other diftrid:s of the colony, might have been 
attended with more ferious confequences, General Dundas ac
cepted my offer to proceed through the diftric\: of Zwellendam, 
for the purpofe of cutting off any communication with Graaf 
R.eynct, and particularly with a view of preventing any fup
plies of gunpowder from reaching the rebels ; at the fame time 
to fend up to the C:-pe certain perfons, who had fhewn them
felves active in promoting difcontent in Zwellendam, and who 
were known to be difaffec\:ed, not only to the BritHh govern
ment, but to every other that laid them under the reftraint of 
laws. This journey, the extent of which was intended to be 
oonfined to the borders of the Camtoos river, dividing the 
two diftrill:s of Graaf Reynet and Zwellendam, was prolonged, 
by unforefeen circumftances, into the country inhabited by the 
Kaffers : and it thus afforded the principal part of the remarks 
and obfervations which are contained in the prefent chapter. 

On 

Digitized by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 39 

On the 8th of March 1799 I joined Lieutenant (now Cap
tain) Smyth, of the corps of engineers arul Aid-du-Camp of 
General Dundas, with a ferjeant's party of dragoons at the 
foot of Hottentot Holland's Kloof, which is the only pafa 
leading to the eafiern parts of the colony, over the high chain 
of mountains that terminates the Cape ifihmus; which chain, 
at a few miles to the fouthward of the Kloof, forms the eaftem 
boundary of the extenfive bay Fa!ft. In the north-eaft corner 
of this arm of the fea is a cove called Gordon's Bay, a place that 
has not hitherto obtained that attention, which the importance 
of its fituation would feem to point out. The anchorage is faid 
to be fafe, the landing eaf y on a fmooth fandy beach; and its 
proximity to the ahove mentioned pafs over the mountains would 
infure an enemy the poffeffion of it, in its prefent defencelefs ftate, 
long before means could be taken for preventing it from the Cape, 
or even from Simon's Town on the oppofite fide of the bay. 
A few men with a couple of light guns, long field-pieces or 
howitzers, ftationed in this Kloof, would require a whole regi
ment to drive them out ; and, fo long as they could hold this 
important pafs, all fupplies coming through it from the nearer 
parts of the diftricl: of Zwellendam would be completely cut oif 
from Cape Town ; nor would they find the leafi: difficulty ia 
fubfifting themfelves from the country in their rear. To make 
a diverfion, in meditating an attack upon the Cape, by fending 
a frigate to land a company in Gordon's Bay, one at Blauwberg 
oppofite Rohen ifland, and another with two or three compa
nies into Saldanba Bay, would greatly embarrafs the garrifon, 
as it would be under the neceffity of detaching from the works 
a very fuperior force in order to make any imprefilon. A poft 
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at Blauw berg would command all the great roads leading to Cape 
Town from the north and north-eaft; Saldanha Bay is the key 
to Zwartland, the principal granary of the colony ; and the 
fecond Kloof, that of Rhode Sand, might fpeedily be taken pof .. 
feffion of from thence ; nothing would then remain for the gar
rifon but to dif pute thofe paffes, or to ftarve within their lines. 

To underftand exacUy what is meant by a kloof, the reader 
may imagine a continued chain of mountains to be cleft, or 
torn afunder, fo that the correfponding parts of the fides of the 
chaf m, fome projecling others retiring, if clofed again, would 
fit to each other ; and the paffage is more or lefs fteep inverfely 
as the magnitude of the rent. In the Dutch government the 
oue in quelHon was fo neglcll:ed as fcarcely to be paffable by 
waggons ; but fince the colony became Englilh it has undergone 
a thorough repair. To carry into effect this ufeful work, a 
{mall contribution was levied on tbofe who derived the greateft 
advantage from the improvement ; but fuch is the uncouth 
temper of the people, and fo adverfe to every thing that tends 
to public benefit. that, rather than pay the trifling fum of a 
{hilling, many of thofe who came from the diftant parts pre
ferred to avoid this kloof by making a circuit of two days 
journey, and paffing that of Rhode Sand which is ftill worfe. 

And although the repair has been the means of Caving the 
life of many a poor ox, yet, on our return, we obferved two 
carcafes of thefe animals that had recently been left to expire 
among the rocks. If, after cutting and Daihing thefe poor 
creatures with their enormous whips, the phlegm of a Dutch 
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boor fo far gets the better of his paffion, on feeing that his beaft 
is completely exhaufted, that inftead of drawing his knife, or 
kindling a fire under its belly, he unyokes it, the chances are 
ftill ten to one the animal never rifes more. The moment it is 
left alone a .flock of the Egyptian vultures, and the ftill more 
voracious vulturine crows, are fore to tear it in pieces, making 
it undergo a moft cruel and protracted death. I faw an inftance 
of this kind that was really £bocking to the feelings of humanity. 
On the only great and public road, leading from Cape Town 
towards Rondebofch, a road that at leaft a thoufand people, of 
one defcription or another, pafs in the courfe of the day, I ob
ferved an ox lying, in the midft of the way and within two miles 
of the town, with part of the bowels torn out of the belly. The 
third day after this I paffed the fame way, and the ox was ftill 
alive with its head erect, and the bowels lying on the ground 
befide it; and thus it might have lain to linger away with pain 
and hunger, perhaps as many days more, had I not requefted 
the chief officer of the police to fend a perfon and difpatch it. 
The habitude which the people of this colony necefrarily acquire 
it witneffing inftances of cruelty on human as well as brute 
creatures, cannot fail to produce a tendency to hardnefs of heart, 
and to ftifle feelings of tendernefs and benevolence. In fact the 
rigour of juftice is rarely foftened with the balm of mercy. All 
criminals, condemned to fuffer the puni£hment of death, are af .. 
terwards hung in chains clofe to the public road, to be eaten by 
the crows and vultures. And, under the old government, when 
a flave had been guilty of murdering a colonift, implacable ran
cour, not fatisfied with putting in practice every fpecies of tor
ture that malignant and diabolical ingenuity could invent, as 
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long as any figns of life remained in the criminal, fcntenced him 
to be torn limb from limb, and the feveral parts to be hung upon 
pofts erected for the purpofe in the mofi: public parts of the 
high road. Many of fuch pofts frill remain, rather as deplorable 
memorials of what vindictive malice could invent, than as ex
amples for preventing fimilar crimes. 

If in any inftance they relax from cruelty to the brute crea
tion, it is in the mode of flaughtering cattle, which they learned 
from the Hottentots, and which I underftand has lately been 
put in practice in England under the name of laying. This is 
done by thrufting a pointed inftrument into the commencement 
of the fpinal marrow jufi: behind the horns. The animal drops 
without a groan, and dies almoft without a fi:ruggle ; after this 
the throat is cut to let out the blood, and it is pretended that the 
effect on the flefh is, like that of crimping fitb, to make it clofe 
and firm. 

The firfi: river we had occafion to crofs, beyond the moun
tains, is called by the Dutch the Palmiet, the name of a fi:rong 
boggy plant that grows abundantly in this and fome other 
rivers of the colony. The name arifes from its refemblance to 
fome of the palm tribe, but, if I miftake not, it is a fpecies of 
A~r11s. For eight months in the year it fcarcely contains a 
drop of water, but is moftly impaffable the other four; which 
is alfo the cafe with the Bott river about ten miles beyond 
the Palmiet. Both of thefe periodical fi:reama are unfafe in the 
winter fcafon, and fatal accidents have happened to perfons at
tempting to crofs them when full. Among thefe may be men-
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tioned that of Mr. Patrick, affiftant-furgeon to the 8th :Light 
Dragoons, whofe horfe being unable to ftem the ftream, was 
carried down the river, and the rider perilhed. 

The country affords tolerable good pafturage, and will yield 
one moderate crop of grain in the feafon without manure. It 
is thinly inhabited, confining principally of grazing farms which 
belong to perfons who hold eftates upon the Cape fidc of the 
mountains. The firft houfe that occurred in our route was 
near ten miles beyond the kloof, which, by lofing our way in 
the dark acrofs the wide heath, we did not reach before mid
night. 

The 9th of March was the hotteft and moll: oppreffive day I 
ever experienced in Southern Africa. I had no thermometer 
with me, but I afterwards learnt that, during the whole day 
nearly, the temperature in Cape Town was 104° of Fahren
heits's Scale. In the whole of this day's march, of about twenty 
miles, we were not able to procure a drop of water for the 
horfes, except once juft after ftarting, nor even any lhade from 
the fcorching rays of the fun ; for trees of any defcription in 
this part of the country are as rare as Doctor Johnfon found 
them to be, of as great an age as himfelf, in Scotland. The 
horfe on which I was mounted was fo much overcome by the 
heat, that it literally dropped down under me, . and was unable 
to carry me any farther. 

Wearied and exhaufted we reached, at length, the hovel of 
a Oioemaker, near which we found a few puddles of muddy 
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water, ftagnating in the clayey bed of a rivulet, but it was fo 
much impregnated with earth and falts that the horfes, thirfty 
as they were, would fcarcely touch it. At this place we con
trived to pafs the night, but we experienced a moft uncom
fortable lodging. Unluckily for us it happened to be Sunday, 
and, the fuoemaker being known to all his neighbours, living 
within the circuit of twenty miles, and particularly to his 
ntarejl neighbours of three or four miles, to be a jolly good fel
low, who always kept a glafs of wine, and a ftrong fapit to 
regale his friends, the houfe was crowded with people. There 
were but two apartments, one of which was filled with the 
company; the other we occupied. This, it feemed, was made 
to anfwer the four-fold purpofe of bed-chamber, work-iliop, 
cellar, and ftorehoufe. The heat of the weather, the clofenefa 
of the room, which had only one fmall aperture to admit the 
light, added to the mingled odours arifing from ftinking lea
ther, bunches of onions, butchers' meat fwarming with flies, 
fumes of tobacco, dregs of wine and gin and Cape brandy, 
ftanding in pools on the clayed floor ; in a word, fuch " a con
" gregation of foul and peftilential vapours," were fufficient 
to naufeate ftomachs much lefs fqueamHh than ours. Nor was 
the fenfe of feeling leis annoyed by an innumerable quantity 
of bugs, fleas, and mufquitoes. Perhaps, indeed, it might be 
confidered as an advantage in having two or three fenfes tor
mented at once ; as the pain afFell:ing one might, in a certain 
degree, be deadened by the acutenefs of feeling in another. 
How often, in the courfe of this night, did I blefs my good for
tune, in having ufed my waggon for my lodging houfe in all 
my former long journies through this miferable country ; inha-
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bited by a ftill more miferable race of mortals ! How many 
fleeplets nights, and naufeous fcenes, have I not avoided by 
adopting fuch a plan ! 

To add to our prefent uncomfortable fituation, the gue8s 
were perpetually interrupting us in their application to the wine 
cafk, or the brandy bottle. Our patience, at length, being quite 
exhaufted, we refolved to barricade the door. This, however. 
failed of fuccefs. The votaries of Bacchus were not fo eafily to 
be difappointed of their weekly libations. After feveral fruit
lefs attempts to force the door, they thought of trying the win
dow; but this fmall pigeon-hole, being much too narrow in 
its dimenfions to admit the huge carcafe of an African boor, 
obliged them to have recourfe to the expedient of fending in a 
thin Hottentot girl ; but, on account of the peculiar lhape of 
the women of this nation, the lower part of the body refufed 
to follow where the head had paffed, and lhe fiuck faft in the 
window. This produced a prodigious burft of boifterous mirth; 
the girl, however, after a great deal of fqueezing and puihiog, 
effecled the purpofe, and procured for the tumultuous boors a 
fupply of their favourite liquors. To prevent a return we 
barred in the window, and having thus completely made our
felves mafiers of the cellar, the boors, after feveral vollies of 
imprecations, accompanied with thundering affaults, fometimes 
at the door, and then at the window, thought fit about mid
night to leave the houfe, in fearch of another jovial neighbour 
at the diftance, perhaps, of eight or ten miles. This fcene 
would have afforded an excellent fubjea for the pencil of 
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Oftade, who, judging from his pictures, muft have been wit
nefs to many of the fame kind. 

The noife of the Bacchanalians was accompanied by a fiorm 
ef thunder; and the rain, that fell in the courfe of the night, 
had rendered the air the next morning cool and refrelhing. It 
was the firft £bower that had fallen in this part of the country 
for near four months, and the effects of it on the ground were 
very fenfibly perceived in the courfe of four days. 

At this feafon of the year, when the earth is thoroughly 
heated, the rapidity with which vegetation burfts fonh, after 
rain, is almoft incredible. Among the earlieft of fuch plants, 
as by the brilliancy of their flowers captivate the fight, are the 
various fpecies of the oxalis, the yellow fiar-.Bower, and the 
three-coloured Lachenalia, with two or three other fpecies of 
the fame genus. But one of the moft fingular among the fmall 
plants, that blolfom in the beginning of winter, is the flptar, 
whofe name is derived from the regular feptenary divifion of 
all the different parts of fructification, and is remarkable for be
ing the only plant, yet difcovered, in the feventh clafs and fe
venth order of the Linn:£an Syfiem. 

The refrelhing coolnefs, occafioned by the rain, permitted 
us to extend our march to the river Zonder End, or Endlefs 
River, near the banks of which the Dutch Eaft India Company 
had referved, for its own ufe, an extenfive tract of land called 
the Sweet Milk'r Valley. It is bounded on the north fide by a 

range 

Digitized by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 47 

range of hills that were once well covered with foreA: trees, 
but thefe have long been cut down, few of any magnitude now 
remaining, except in the deep chafms where they are fcarcely 
acceffible. The country, on each fide of the river, is extremely 
pleafant, and tolerably well inhabited, in comparifon at leaft 
with other parts; the dwellings being fcldom removed from 
one another beyond the regulated diftance of three miles. A 
few of the fmall kind of antelopes ftill remain, as ruboclu, 
J}ringboclu, griefhoclu, and d11yker1, and plenty of hares and par
tridges; butthe large bontebock1 are almoft totally deftroyed, or 
driven to fome other part of the fettlement. I obferved, in the 
former volume, that in the neighbourhood of this river was once 
to be found the Leucophaa or blue antelope, but that, for many 
years paft, it had been loft to the colony. I underftood, how
ever, that, a few months before we evacuated the Cape, a fmall 
herd of this beautiful animal had again made its appearance 
among the wooded hills behind Sweet Milk Valley, where, in
ftead of fuffering them to remain unmolefted, at leaft for fame 
time, the farmers were lying in wait for their deA:rucl:ion. 

Clofe to this river is the eftablilliment of the Hernhuters or 
Moravian miffionaries, who, by the protection afforded them 
under the Britifh government, and its liberality, through Ge
neral Dundas, in enabling them to enlarge their territory, had 
fucceeded fo far, in the object of their miffion, as tp bring to
gether into one fociety, not fewer, at the time of the evacua
tion of the colony, than fix hundred poor Hottentots; whom 
they not only inftructed in the principles of the Chriftian reli
gion, but by example, as well as precept, taught to feel, that 
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their value in fociety was in proportion to the benefits they 
were able to render to that fociety, by their labour and moral 
conduct. 

Thefe men have clearly ihewn to the world, by the effecl.s 
of this infiitution, that there is not among favages, in general, 
that invincible averfion to labour which fome have been inclined 
to fuppofe. Thofe, indeed, whofe daily fubfiftence depends on 
the chace, may contract a difpofition to rambling and to a fre
quent change of place, but the precarious fupply of food ob
tained by hunting is not the reward of fluggifh indolence, but 
of toil, of laffitude, and anxiety. The fewer the wants that 
man has to gratify, the lefs inclination will he feel to exert his 
corporeal powers. In a mere favage ftate, if thefe wants could 
be fupplied without any effort, the predominant pleafur~s of 
life would confift in eating and fleeping. The propenfity to 
inaction can only be overcome by giving the labourer an intereft 
in the product of his labour; by making him feel the weight 
and value of property, The colonifis of the Cape purfued no 
fuch plan with regard to their conduct towards the Hottentots. 
Having firft held out the irrefifiible charm that f pirituous liquors 
and tobacco are found to poffefs among all people in a rude 
ftate of fociety, they took the advantage of exchanging thofe 
pernicious poifons for the only means the natives enJoyed of 
fubfifiing themfelves and their families; and, however extraor
dinary it may appear, infiead of infirulling and encouraging 
a race of men, of willing an<l intelligent minds, to renew the 
means of fubfiftence, of which they had deprived them, they 
imported, at a vaft expence, a number of Malay 1laves, not 
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more expert, and much lefs to be depended on, than the Hot
tentots ; to whom, indeed, they even preferred the ftupid ne
groes of Mofambique and Madagafcar. 

Whether it happened from real ignorance of the charad:er of 
thefe natives, or from ftrong prejudices imbibed againft them, 
or from an adherence to a narrow policy, I cannot pretend to 
determine; but, from the enquiries I have made, it does not 
appear they have at any period experienced a treatment equally 
favourable to that of the meaneft ilavcs. Not many years ago 
it was thought expedient, for fome purpofe or other, to affem
ble a confiderable number in or near the town, but the bufinefs 
for which they were colled:ed, dwindling into a job for the 
emolument of the perfons who had the management of it ; and 
as the Hottentots were neither paid, clothed, nor fed, they ex
hibited a fcene of filth, mifery, and wretchednefs ; they be
~ame a nuifance to the town, and were in confequence dif .. 
banded. 

The colonifta were ready to predia: a fimilar fate to the at
tempt of Sir James Craig, of forming them into a corps; but 
their preditl:ions ended in their difappointment. Never," ob
ferves Sir James, " were people more contented or more 
" grateful for the treatment they now receive. We have up
" wards of three hundred who have been with us nine months. 
,, It is, therefore, with the opportunity of knowing them well, 
" that I venture to pronounce them an intelligent race of men. 
" All who bear arms exercife welJ, and underftand immediately, 
" and perfeclly, whatever they are taught to perform. Many 
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" of them {peak Engluh tolerably welL We were told that 
'' fo great was their propenfity to drunkennefs, I/Ve iliould ne
" ver be able to reduce them to order or difcipline, and that the 
" habit of roving was fo rooted in their difpofition, we muft 
" expelt the whole corps would defert, the moment they had 
" received their clothing. With ref pelt to the fir ft, I do not 
" find they are more given to the vice of drinking than 
" our own people; and, as to their pretended propenfity to 
" zoving, that charge is fully confuted by the circumftance of 
u- only one man having left us fince I firft adopted the meafure 
" of affembling them, and he was urged to this ftep from hav
" ing accidently loft his firelock." -" Of all the qualities," he 
further obferves, " that can be afcribed to a Hottentot, it will 
" little be expected I ihould expatiate upon their cleanlinefs; and 
" yet it is certain that, at this moment, our Hottentot parade 
" would not fuffer in a comparifon with that of fome of our re
" gular regiments. Their clothing may, perhaps, have fuf
" fered more than it ought to have done, in the time fince it 
" was HTued to them, from their ignorance of the means of 
" preferving it ; but thofe articles, which are capable of being 
" kept clean by waihing, together with their arms and accou
" trements, which they have been taught to keep bright, are 
" always in good order. They are now, likewife, cleanly in 
" their perfons; the prall:ice of fmearing themfelves with 
" greafe being entirely left oft I have frequently obferved 
'' them waihing themfelves in a rivulet, where they could have 
" in view no other objell: but clcanlinefs." It will be no lefs 
fatisfaltory to the reader, than it is gratifying to myfelf, in 
thus having an opportunity of adding, in fupport of my former 
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defcription of the moral charaaer of this people, the opinion of 
fuch high and refped:able authority. 

None felt more fincere regret and uneafinefs at that article in 
the treaty of peace, which ceded the Cape to its former 
owners, than thefe worthy miffionaries. From the malignant 
fpirit o( the boors, they had every thing to apprehend. The 
friends of humanity, however, will rejoice to learn, that tbia 
afylum for an innocent and oppretfed race of men continues to 
receive the countenance and protea.ion of the prefent govern
ment; the two leading members of which appear to be aauated 
by views and fentiments very different from thofe of the ma
jority of the people, over which they are appointed to rule. 
It is obvious, indeed, to every man of common underftanding, 
that an inftitution fo encouraged cannot fall to prove of infinite 
advantage to a colony where ufeful labour is fo much wanted. 
If any example were capable of roufing the Jluggiih fettlers, 
that of fix hundred people being fubfifted on the fame fpace of 
ground, which every individual family among them occupies, 
for they had nothing more till very lately than a common loao 
farm of three miles in diameter, would be fufficient to ftimulate 
them to habits of ioduftry. 

Other miffionari.es, but of different focieties, have lately pro
ceeded to very difi:ant parts of the colony, and fome even much 
beyond it, both :imong the Kaffers to the eaftward, and the 
Bosjef man Hotten tots to the northward. The latter they re
pref ent as a docile and tractable people, of innocent manners, 
and grateful to their benefatlora beyond expreffion; but the 
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KafTers, they fay, are a volatile race, extremely ·good~htl• 
moured, but turn into riditule all their attempts to convert 
them to Chriflianity. Mr. Kicherer, a regular bred minifter 
of the reformed church, and a gentleman of mild and perfuafive 
manners, procec<;led, alone and totally unprotetled, into the 
midft of the Bosjef man hordes on the fkirts of the Orange River. 
He conlidered, that -a folitary being without arms, or any vifi
l,le means of doing injury to his fellow mortals, would be re
ceived without fufpicion, and might enter into the fociety of 
the moft favage hordes without danger. The event proved hia 
tonje!l:ures to be right. He lived in the midft of a tribe, the 
moft needy and wretched that he could difcover, for many 
years ; ihared with them every inconvenience ; and fuffered a 
total privation of all the comforts, and very frequently even of 
the neceffaries, of life; with a weak conA:itution, he braved the 
viciffitudes of an unfteady climate in fcanty clothing, in tem
porary huts and hovels that were neither proof againft wind 
nor water, and oftimes in the open air; on deferts wild and 
naked as thofe of Arabia ; he learned their language ; inRructed 
them in the benevolent do!trines of ChriRianity ; and endea
voured with enthufiaftic zeal, to aff uage their mifcrable lot in 
this life, by aff uring them that there was " Another and a 
" better world :" in a word, he became fo much attached to 
this moft indigent and deplorable race of human beings, who 
poffefs nothing they can call their own, but llve from day to 
day on the precarious fpoils of the chace, and commonly on 
the fpontaneous produas of a barren foil, that it was not with
out difficulty, and great diftref, to his feelings, he muftered re
folution to tear himfelf from his little fiock: lingering under a 
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difeafe that threatened to terminate in a confumption, he could 
not be prevailed upon to defert them, when urged by his 
friends to accept of a vacant living of one of the colonial 
churches, which was offered to him by the government. 

When one reflects for a moment on the toils and hardfhips, the 
dangers and the difficulties, that thefe religious enthufiafts volun
tarily undergo, without any profpecl: of reward, or even repu
tation, in this world, it is impoffible to withhold admiration at a 
condull: fo feemingly difinterefted, and whofe motives appear to 
be under an influence fo different from that by which moft 
human all:ions are governed. Whatever degree of merit may 
be due to this claf11 of miffionaries, the praclical philofopher 
will, unqueftionably, give the preference to the plan of the 
Moravians, which unites with precepts of religion and morality 
a fpirit of ufeful labour; and whofe grand aim is to make their 
difciples comfortable in this world, as a token or earneft of that 
which is to come. But after all the toil and anxiety which the 
worthy charall:er above mentioned cheerfully underwent in 
the caufe of fuffering humanity, what muft his feelings be, if 
he ftill be living, and happens to perufe the following letter, to 
find that his only reward is that of being confidered by the vile 
people of the Cape as the abettor of murder, and that he has 
been with others the innocent caufe of fifteen of his inoffen
five difciples being inhumanly butchered in cold blood by thofe 
remorfelefs colonifts who dare to call themfelves by the facred 
name of Chriftians. This letter, which juft reached me as 
the prefent work was going to the prefs, will ferve to 1hew, 
among other falts I thall have occafion to ftate, of what de-
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liberate and blood-thirfty ruffians the peafaotry of the Cape 
are compofcd. 

Extract of a letter written from the Sneuwberg, the 29th 
day of January 1803, figned 0. A. S. Meyer, and addreffed to 
Comella de Kok, in Cape Town. 

" I am going to inform you of fomething that happened on 
" the 6th of December 1802. About the evening three Bof
" jefmans came to the houfe of the Burger Cornelia Janfen, 
" having with them three pack-oxen ( draag-<dfen) ; the faid 
" Janfen immediately reported it to the commandant (Veld
" Cornet), who infiantly fent an armed party (commando) to his 
" houfe. On the following day, being the 7th, there came 
" twelve more to them, having three guns and three pack-oxen ; 
" all the reft were well armed with bows, arrows, and haffagays. 
" The commandant Berger went himfelf to Janfen's in the 
" morning to a1k the reafon of their coming there, when he 
" difcovered that eight of them were Kora1Ja1 and feven Bof
" jef mans. Being a1ked by the party what they came to do, 
" they faid that they were come to beg a little dacha (hemp) and 
" tobacco. The commandant had the fame anf wer, but he 
'' unde,jlood the way to <Jlleflion Jhem Jo clofily, that he brought 
" them to ~pen conftj/ion (by horrid tortures no doubt), that they 
" came to examine how their farms (plaatzen) were to be at
" tacked ; and alfo to fee if there was water enough to come 
" with a great troop. Being afked who had font them, they 
'' anfwered Triiter and the Englifu miffionary Kicherer, in or
" der to f py the places, and return to the kraal where Kicberer 
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cc and TrUttr would wait their return, to furnitb them with 
cc mufquets, powder, and ball. On being a{ked how they 1tere 
" to execute it ? they anf wered, by attacking the farm-houfea 
" by two and two at the fame time, fo that they could not 
" affift one another. ALL THE FJPTEEN WE HAVE SHOT 

" DEAD (doodgefcbootm), HAVING FJllST EXTORTED THIS 

" CONFESSION Flt.OM THEM. The hat which Triiter gave to 
" the captain we have got ; it is a black one with a filver band, 
" and a cane with a brafs head, on which is engraved "Captain 
" Kauwinnoub." Mark now with what murderous intentions 
" is this 'Iriiter infpired againft us! To have us all mafiacred 
" in our houfes ! 

" You may with great fafety thew this to Andries Muller. 
" (Signed) O. A. S. MEYER." 

I obferved in the preliminary cbapter of this volume, that 
Meffrs. Truter and Somerville had penetrated farther int-0 
the interior of South Africa than any former Europeans. Thefe 
gentlemen were fent in an official capacity, with a view of pro,. 
curing a fupply of draught oxen, on a ferious alarm being en
tertained, and reprefentations made to government,. that the 
operations of agriculture muft be fufpen<led, on account of the 
numbers of cattle that had perHhed through the drought of the 
year 1800, unlefs a frelh fupply could be obtained from fome of 
the bordering tribes of the original inhabitants. Though thefe re
prefentations were meant, in all probability, to be the foundation 
f)f a fcheme fimilar to many of the fame kind which were 
prac\ifed under the Dutch government, with no other vlew 
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than that of enriching the individuals concerned, by the plunder 
of cattle belonging to the harmlefs natives, the Britilh government 
thought it expedient, in order to demonftrate its readinefs to 
attend to the interefts of the colonifts, to take into confidera
tion the ft ate of the caf e, being aware at the fame time of the 
danger of entrufting any commiffion of fucb a nature to the 
Dutch peafantry. The difturbances raifed by the boors on the 
borders of the KafFer country difcouraged any attempt to open 
a traffic with this nation, but accounts of an imperfell: nature 
were entertained, that a nation called the Briequas, or more 
properly, as it feems, the Bojh11ana1, about fixteen days' jour
ney to the northward of the Orange River, were likely to fur
nHh the necdfary fupply; and as this journey, over an unbeaten 
tra£\:, could not fail to be producl:ive of novelty, and might fur
nilh new objell:s of curiofity, Mr. Tri.iter, member of the Court 
of J uftice, and Mr. Somerville, the garrifon furgeon, were im
mediately pointed out as two gentlemen poffeffing in every re
f pea the proper qualifications for undertaking fuch an expedi
tion. Mr. Trilter had been a fervant of the Dutch Eaft India 
Company for more than thirty years, during which period he 
bore an irreproachable charall:er ; and the Engli{h government 
is not lefs indebted to the zeal and fidelity with which he con
tinued, more from principle than expell:ation of emolument 
which he did not want, to perform the laborious duties of a 
member of the Court of Juftice, during the feven years it held 
poffeffion of the Cape. To an open and generous difpofition 
he adds the moft fcrupulous exall:nefs in all tranfall:ions between 
man and man. His temper is cheerful, his heart benevolent, 
and the tum of his mind ftrongly inclined to acquire know-
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ledge. Of Mr. Somerville it is fufficient to fay he is a Briton, 
a characler far beyond the reach of any calumny that an African 
Dutchman can invent ; and as the public, it is to be hoped, 
will be gratified with his account of the expedition, I leave it 
to him to defend bimfelf and companions againft a charge 
which nothing but inherent falfehood and diabolical malevo
lence, and their own infatiable thirft after human blood, could 
have conceived. It was on this expedition thefe two gentle
men met with Mr. Kichercr, a regular bred minifter of the 
reformed church of the United Provinces, who, on their return, 
embarked for Holland ; Mr. Somerville fhortly afterwards for 
England, and Mr. Triiter remained behind, where he became 
the object of their brutal malice, in revenge, I fuppofe, for 
having found it expedient on their journey to difcharge and 
turn away the eight or ten boors that accompanied them, for 
their idle, diforderly, and thievilh conduct. },'or the atrocious 
murder of the poor wretches whom famine, in all probability, 
had driven to aflt relief of the pitilefs f poilers of their native 
land, it were greatly to be wHhed that divine wrath would ma
nifeft itfelf among the brutal perpetrators by fome fignal cala
mity, fince neither human laws nor human feelings can reftrain 
them. If this account ihould have reached the knowledge of 
the Commander in Chief of the fettlement, which no doubt It 
muft have done, I have to hope, from his humane and truly be
nevolent difpofition, he will have put in execution the benignant 
fentiments I have heard him utter in fhvour of the unproteaed 
Hottentots. "If the life of a fingle child be taken away, and 
" the murderer not brought to legal punHhment, I ihall feel 
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" myfclf unfit for my firuation and unwonhy the charaaer of 
" a human being." 

The firft day's march beyond the Sweet Milk>s Valley was 
acrofs a tame Sat country, the road winding along the right 
bank of the Endlefs River; a name whofc fallacy was detea:.ed 
by croffing it, on the next day's journey, juft where it forms 
a confluence with, and of courfe ends in, the Broad River. 
The latter, in the winter months, is a vaft volume of water 
fufficient to Boat a lliip of the line, but, in-fummer, not more 
than ankle deep. The diftance from this river to Zwellendam, 
the feat of the Landroft and capital of the diftria: fo called, is only 
about nine miles, over a country that is capable of an cxtcnfive 
cultivation, but which ia fufFercd to remain almoft entirely an 
voproduflive defart. 

Aa we knew this to be the only village that would occur in 
the courfe of our long journey, we thought it prudent to halt 
a day, in order to refrcfii the borfes, have their fiioes removed 
gr renewed, and the faddles repaired ; after which w.e continued 
eur march, for three eaf y days, to a tolerable good farm-houfe 
called the Hagel Kraal, fituated at the foot of the Allllf/"'" K/oef. 
The country we had paffed was little calculated to excite any 
degree of intereft; the dwellings, as ufual, were thinly fcattered ; 
the land under no regular f yftem of tillage, exhibitiag a barren 
wafte, without a fingle tree, or even a ihrub, that by ita fize 
or beauty would arreft the attention of the traveller ; yet the 
foil of \he greater part of the country appeared to be fuperior 
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to moft of the corn-Janda in the vicinity of the Cape. Here 
too a fcarcity is obfervable of the moft: ordinary game of the 
~ountry, f uch as {mall antelopes, hares, partridges, and the fe
veral f pecies of buftards. 

From tbi-s place it was our intention to crofs the firft chain of 
mountains which runs parallel, or nearly fo, with the fea-coaft .. 
Previous, however, to this undertaking, it was found necelTary, 
in conformity to the inftruclions I had received, to take into 
cuftody, and to fend up to the Cape, a certain boor who was 
known to have held communication with the rebels of Graa&' 
Reynet; and ftrong1y fufpected of having affifted them with 
gunpowder. By efcorting this perfon to the Landroft of the 
diftrict, two fine young men of the 8th Light Dragoons un
fortunately loft their lives. On their return tow.ards the drofdy 
a violent thunder-ftorm arofe, during which the rain defcended 
in Cuch torrents as to fiU, to the brim, a f mall rivulet that we had 
paffed the day before without obferving a fmgle drop of water 
in its channel. The Hottentot, who led the foremoft pair of 
oxen in the team, finding himf elf unable to withfiand the ra
pidity of the current, let go tne rope and effelled his efcape as 
well as he could. Tbe oxen, being thus left without a guide, 
turned their heads in the dire&ion of the ftTeam. The waggon 
was upfet ; two of the young men, who unfortunately could 
net fwim, were fecn no more ; and Captain Smyth, with the 
reft, had a very narrow efcape. 

Accidents, of a fimilar kind, are not unfrequent in the colony. 
The beds of all the rivers are funk, in a remarkable manner, to a 
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very great depth below the general f urface of the country ; fo 
that whenever the heavy rains defcend, the waters fubfide into 
thefe deep channels, which, on account of their narrownefs, 
almotl inftantaneoufiy become filled to the very brink. The 
impetuofity with which fuch torrents rufu towards the fea ia 
irrefiftible. 

Whether the deep excavations, that form the beds of thefe 
rivers, may be fatisfaltorily explained by fuppofing the texture 
of the adjacent materials to have been of a loofe and incoherent 
nature; or, whether a greater antiquity than to many parts of 
the globe may not be affigned to the continent of South Africa, 
on the whole furface of which there appears to be a remarkable 
fimilarity, is a queftion on the merits of which one would he
fitate to give a prompt decifion. But, on comparing the great 
quantity of rain that annually falls at the Cape, a quantity fa~ 
exceeding that in moft parts of Europe, with the general fear
city off prings, the invention is naturally exercifed in endeavour
ing to account for a phenomenon fo unufual. The following 
obfervations may perhaps affift in explaining it. 

All the continued chains of mountains in Southern Africa are 
compof ed of fandftone refting upon a bafe of granite. Thia 
granite baf e is fometimes elevated confiderably above the gene
ral furface of the country, and fometimes its upper part is 
funk as far beneath it. In fituations where the former happens 
to be the cafe, numerous fprings are fure to be found, as in the 
inftance of Table Mountain, where, on every fide, copious 
ftreams of pure limpid water, filtered through the immenfe 
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mafs of fuperincumbent fandftoue, glide over the impenetrable 
furface of granite, fumilhing an ample fupply to the whole 
town, the gardens, and the adjacent farms. But in all tbofe 
places where the fandftone continues to defcend below the fur. 
face, and the upper part of the granite bafe is funk beneath the 
general level of the country, the fprings that make their appear
ance are few and fcanty. 

The reafoning that fuggefts itfelf on tbefe facl:s will lead to 
the following conclufion :-that the cifterna or cavities in the 
jimdftone mountains, being corroded and fretted away, in the 
Japfe of ages, to a greater depth than the openings or conduits 
which might, perhaps, at one time have given their waters 
vent, the f pringa can no longer find their way upon the fur. 
face, but, oozing imperceptibly between the granite and the 
fandftone, below the general level of the country, glide in f ub
terraneoua ftreama to the fea. 

I am the more inclined to this opinion from the experience 
of feveral facts. When Admiral Sir Roger Curtis directed a 
fpace of ground, between the Admiralty-houfe and the fiiore of 
Table Bay, to be enclofed as a naval yard, the workmen met 
with great impediment from the copious fprings of pure frelh 
water that rwhed out of the holes, which they found neceffiu-y 
to fink in the fand, for receiving the upright pofts. It is a 
well known fact-, that on almoft every part of the ifthmus that 
connecl:s the mountainous peninfula of the Cape to the conti
nent, frefh water may be procured at the depth of ten or twelve 
feet below the fandy furface. Even in the fide of the Tyger 
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Hills, at an elevation of twenty feet, at leaft, above the genera\ 
furface of the ifthmus, when die workmen were driving a level 
in feu-ch of coal, a copious ftream of water was colleB:ed within 
it, in the month of February, which is the very dryeft feafon. 
of the year. And on boring, for the fame purpofe, on Wyn
berg, they came to a rill of water at the depth of twenty feet 
below the furface. 

l have already noticed, in my journey to the Namaaqua 
country, that clear fubterrancous ftrea.ms ware every ,vhere to 
be found, in that difiria, under the fandy beda of the river&. 
Water in abundance has always been found by digging wells in 
Cape Town. Indeed it would be an abfurdity to fuppofe that, 
in a country where mourltains abound, and thofe mountains 
for more than two-third-a of the year hid in denfe clouds, there 
could be any fcarcity of waa:r. Peculiu circumftancea, relating 
to fituation or furface, may conceal that water, but it •ill al
ways be difcovered at or near the fea-coaft. 

When the late Admiral Sir Hugh Chriftian ordered a well to 
be funk at Saldanha Bay, by dlrell:ing his attention rather to 
the convenience of conveying the waterto the ihipping, than to 
the certainty of obtaining it, he waa led into an error in fixing 
upon the fpot for the experiment, wliich waa fo high abon the 
level of the bay, and \\There the ground was one folid mafs of 
compaQ granite, that, after boring and blowing up with gun
powder, for feveral months with llttle or no prof pea of ftrc
cefs, the operation was obligetl to be abandoned. On the 
oppofite fide of the bay, where the fuore ie little elevated above 
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the high wa~r mark, fcveral f pringa have fpontaneoufiy burl 
out of the earth, but for want of being properly opened, fo that 
the water may run oft" freely, they a.re fuffered to ftagnate, and 
become, as might be expetled from the foil and climate, a little 
bracki{h. All circumftancea here are fully as favourable as at 
Madras, where the pureft and beft water is foWld clofe to the 
fea ihore. 

Thefe confiderations arc fo obvious, that I 1hould haTe 
thought it unnecefTary to have dwelt a moment upon the fub
jell, were I not perfuaded that a very general opinion prevailed 
with regard to the difficulty, if not the impoffibility, of fup• 
plying the fevetal bays of the colony with freih water. I {ball 

enly fuggeft, as another conclufion that may be drawn from 
what has been faid; that the great depth of the commencement 
ef the granite bafc below the furfac:e may, perhaps, better u
count for the moft confiderable rivers of Northern Africa lofing 
&hemfelves in the fand, before they reach the fea, than by fup
pofing the interior par~ of this continent to be lower than the 
level of the ocean ; a conjeB:ure that has been held, but which 
ftrongly militatce againft the general order obferved thro1Jghout 
the uoiverfe. 

I have already exprcffed my doubts with regard to the Cape 
peninf ula having originally been feparated from the continent of 
Africa, according to the general opinion of writers, who, draw
ing their condufiona from a fuppofed retreat of the fea to pre
vail univerfally, ba.ve not given themfclves the trouble to exa. 
mine any furthar groUDda for fuch a coojct\ure. TJie more I 
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have attended to the ifthmus that now unites them, the more I 
am perfuaded that, inftead of its having, in latter ages, been 
covered with the fea, the time is yet to come when that event 
will take place. I have already obferved, that the furface is 
from twenty to thirty feet above the level of high water mark; 
that the fand upon it, except where it is drifted into ridges, is 
feldom three feet deep, and it refts upon fandftone or hard 
gravel. I can now add, that ridges of blue fchiftus and granite 
rocks appear on various parts of the furface fo elevated. Ad
mitting that the fandftone and the gravel, which is fcarcely pof
fible, were the fragments of the mountains by which this plain 
is enclofed on two fides, yet neither the fchiftus nor the granite 
could have been adventitious; thefe two materials muft have 
been primeval, and they abound on the moft elevated as well 
as on the lower parts of the ifthmus ; in fituations that cannot 
be lefs than one hundred feet above tbe level of the fca. But 
if the fea has retreated one hundred feet, in its perpendicular 
height, the whole continent of Africa muft have been an iJiand 
at the time that the Cape promontory was an iJiand. What 
changes may have taken place with regard to the canals and the 
inland parts of the ifthmus of Suez in the courfe of two or 
three thoufand years it is sot neceffary to inquire, but the 
ifthmus of Suez, fo long ago, was a flat {an<ly ifthmus, not 
much higher, nor lower, in all probability, than at the prefent 
day. 

I lhall now offer my reaf ons for fuppofing the fea to be gain
ing upon the land in Southern Africa. The plain that fkirts the 
Lion's Rump, and ia waihed by Table Bay and the fea, ufually 
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called the Green Poi11t, is lower, much lower, than the iftllmua, 
and muft confequently, at the fame time, have alfo been covered 
with the fea. Now there is not one fingle appearance to denote 
that fuch has ever been the cafe. The Lion's Hill declines in 
a gentle and uninterrupted line into tht plain, an appearance 
which would not have taken place had it ever been beaten by 
the billows of the ocean. This is further obvious by attending 
to the fide of the plain next to the water, where ( the loofe ma
terials being fwept away by the violence of the furge) the rocky 
ridges of fchiftus and, in places, of granite, run like fo many 
artificial piers, fometimes to the diftance of a mile, into the fea. 
The whole ihore of the peninf ula is fcolloped out in the fame 
manner, demonftrating an encroachment, rather than a retreat, 
of the ocean. The two ridges alfo of the ifthmus that bound 
the two bays, one to the northward and the other to the fouth
ward, are the higheft parts of its furface, and feem to have ferved 
the purpofe of flopping the progrefs, rather than marking the re
treat, of the fea. 

Indeed, from all the obfervations I have been able to make 
on the fouthern coaft of Africa, I am decidedly of opinion, that 
the whole of L' Aguillas Bank, ftretching from Cape Point 
acrofs the entrance of Falfe Bay to the mouth of Rio Infante 
or the Great FHh River, and to the thirty-feventh parallel of 
fouthern latitude, has at one time formed a part of the conti
nent. The very manner in which it rounds from this extreme 
point of South Africa into the main land, the materials that 
compofe it, the indentations of the coaft, all formed in one di
rection, and the manner in which the fragile rocks break off 
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perpendicularly from time to time along that coaft, are indica
tions that fufficiently warrant this conclufion. 

It may alfo be obferved, with regard to the L' Aguillas Bank, 
that the ftream of the current {hikes ftroogeft juft along the 
outer margin, which I fuppofe to have formerly been the old 
coaft of Africa, not only becaufe the foundiogs along this 
margin are deeper than on any other part of the bank, but bc
caufe the bottom is fine white fand, fuch as is ufually found on 
the fea ihores ; and moft of the interior parts of the bank, and 
efpecially where it approaches the projecting points of the 
coaft, are compofed of rock, and the coarfe fragments of com
minuted fandftone. 

But the ftrong arguments advanced in favour of the Cape 
ifthmus having, at no great period of time, been covered with 
the f ea, refts on the fea-ihells that have been difcovered in the 
fand that is accumulated on its furface. Such iliells may exift, 
though I never faw them except on the ihores of the bays, but, 
as I have before obferved, whole ftrata of thefe may be found 
buried in the £ides of the Lion's HiJI, many hundred feet above 
the level of the fea. Thefe ihells have not been brought into 
that fituation by the waves of the ocean but by birds. There 
is fcarcely a iheltered cavern in the £ides of the mountains, that 
rife immediately from the fea, where /foing fuell fiili may not 
be found any day in the year. Crows even, and vultures, as 
well as aquatic birds, detach the iliell-fith from the rocks, and 
mount with them in their beaks into the air; ihells thus carried 
are faid to be frequently found on the very fummit even of 
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the Table Mountain. In one cavern, as I have already ob
fe"ed, at the en trace of Moffet Bay, I difturbed fome thoufands 
of birds, and found as many thoufands of living thelJ.filh 
fcattered on the furface of a heap of fuells that, for aught I 
know, would have filled as many thoufand waggons. The 
prefence of ihells therefore, in my opinion, is no argument for 
the prefence of the fea. 

We fuould not, perhaps, be far amifs in affigning to Africa 
a prior creation to any of the other continents. Its vaft anti
quity appears in the very extraordinary manner in which the 
fuperior parts of the great chain of mountains are corroded and 
wom away; in the immenfely deep chafms in which the rills 
of water trickle down to the fea ; in the difappearance of the 
water fupplied by the heavy rains; and, above all, in the com
plete decompofition of the feltfpar into a kind of femi-indurated 
clay or lithomarga ; and, as I have feen in frequent inftances, 
pyramidal cryftala of quartz fo Ioofely fixed by the bafe into 
maffes of feltfpar as eafily to be drawn out with the fingers, and 
when fo drawn out, appearing corroded, and wafted in their 
tranfition to fome other ftate. 

I would not here be unJerftood to fuppofe that the fea does 
not retreat from the lhore; on the contrary, it is a well eftablilhed 
fatl, that in fome parts of the world, and particularly in the 
crceb of the Baltic, the fea has fubfided in a very remarkable 
manner. But this retreat is partial and owing to local circuin
ftances. Had it been general, and in the fame degree as b'.ls 
been obferved on the ihores of Bothnia, the Hlhmus of Suez 
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muft have been overflown, and confequeotly Africa mull have 
been an ifland, later than 2000 years ago, whereas there is every 
reafon to fuppofe that, many ages before that period, the 
ifihmus was pretty much in the fame fiate in which it now is. 
The progre.ffive retreat of the ocean cannot therefore be general 
It is evident, at the fame time, to ufe the language of the facred 
hiftorian, " That all the high hills, that were under the whole 
" heaven, were covered;'' mountains that are now feveral thou
fand feet above its level, and as many thoufand miles removed 
from its lhores, bear the moft unequivocal indications of this 
truth. But this efl'ec.l: may, perhaps with more plaufibility, be
afcribed t.o the operation of fomc fudden caufc, fome convulfio.n 
in the globe of the earth, or fome check in its diurnal or annual 
motion, which produced an univerfal change upon its furfuce; 
and by which " the waters under the heaven were gathered to
u gether unto one place, and the dry land appeared." Whe
ther this change happened at the firft creation, or the earth was 
deluged at fome fubfequent period, an idea that the hilrory of 
all the civilized nations on earth feem to glance at, we muft be 
content to remain in ignorance ; for man, with all his. boafted 
philofophy, will never be able to folve the queftiona which thct 
Hebrew poet has put into the mouth of the Almighty. " Who. 
" lhut up the fea with doors, when it brake forth, as if it had 
" iff ued out of the womb ? When I made the cloud the gar
" mcnt thereof and thick darknefs a. fwaddling band for it, and
,. brake up far ii my decreed place, and fet bars and doors, and 
" faid, Hitherto ilialt thou come but no further, and here 1hall 
" thy proud wnes be ftayed ?" 
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Before we croffed the mountains through the Attaquas kloof, I 
had occafion to vifit Moffel Bay; which lies about 24 miles to 
the fouthward of it. The uncertainty of procuring an annual 
fupply of gr~in, fufficient for the confumption of the town and 
the garrifon, on account of the frequent failure in the crops, 
had determined the government to renew the encouragement 
which the Dutch Eaft India Company had found it prudent to 
hold out for the cultivation of corn in that part of the difirilt 
of Zwellendam which was contiguous to Moffel Bay. The
building they caufed to be eretl:ed for depofiting grain was ca
pable of containing ten thoufand bufuels, and was fa.kl to be fre
quently filled ; but the whole quantity I was able to procure 
in the neighbourhood, at an advanced price, including both 
wheat and barley, did not exceed fifteen hundred buthels. 

The Dutch were in poffeffion of a few charts of the coaft and 
bays, within the limits of the fettlement, but they were con,. 
fidered by Admiral Pringle f o very incorrell:, that he difpatched 
his Majell:y's brig the Hope, having on board Lieutenant Rice, 
as I have already obferved, with inftrull:ions to furvey, and 
take the foundings of, all the bays to the eaClward, but particu
larly of Moffel Bay, Plettenberg's Bay, and Algoa Bay. From 
this furvey the annexed chart of Moffel Bay was copied; as a]fo. 
the following obfervations : 

The outermoft point of the bay, called Cape Saint Blaize, lies 
in latitude 34° 1.0' fouth ; longitude 2 2 ° 1-8' eaft (I make it ·in 
the general chart which I conftrutl:ed 22° 45' eaft). The varia
tion of the compafs in 1797 was 27° 54' weft. The time of 
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high water at full and change about 3 o'clock, and the rife and 
fall of the tides fix or feven feet. During the f ummer months, 
when the winds blow between eaft and fouth, or direlUy into 
the bay, a heavy fwell breaks upon the beach, which makes it 
dangerous, and frequently imprallicable, for boats to land ; 
hut thefe 'winds are never fo violent, nor fo lafting, as at the 
Cape ; and {hips may ride at anchor in perfect fecurity about 
three quarters of a mile from the landing place. The fouth
weft winds, that frequently blow with great violence from April 
to September, bring into the bay a moft tremendous fea, fetting 
round Cape Saint Blaize. At this feafon of the year it would 
be highly imprudent for thips to enter Moffet Bay. 

A rill of water glides over the Candy beach/ where there is the 
heft landing, and is eafily conveyed into calks in the boats, by 
means of a hofe. To the fouth-eaft of this landing place is 
another f matt cove tolerably theltered, and deep enough to ad
mit veffels of ten or twelve feet draught of water. At either 
of thefe cove~ piers for landing and {hipping goods might con
veniently be conftrull:ed, and at a fmall expence, as materials 
may be procured upon the fpot. Boats, however, may land at 
every part of the bay ; and the adjacent country would eafily 
afford fupplies for about five hundred men. 

The mouths of the rivers that fall into the bay are generally 
blocked up with fand. They abound with various kinds of 
fi{b, and on the rocky parts of the coaft are plenty of mufclea 
and excellent oyfters. 

We 
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We croffed the mountains, over the Attaquas Pafs, on the 
18th of March, and entered the Lange Kloof or Long Valley ; 
very properly fo called, being a Jlip of level ground, from a 
mile to two miles in width, and about one hundred and fifty 
miles in length, hemmed in between two high ridges of moun
tains. Here we met with, at almoft every farm, an excellent 
vineyard of the Mufcatel and Perfian grape, both at this time 
fully ripe ; we obferved alfo extenfive plantations of tobacco, 
and a variety of fruit trees. The oranges were large and re
markably good. Notwithftanding the great plenty, and the good 
quality of the grapes, the inhabitants made little wine, and that 
little was execrably bad. The diftance, indeed, from a market, 
and the badnefs of the roads, hold out little encouragement to the 
farmer, either for extending the quantity or improving the qua
lity of this article. Raifins, being a more tranf portable com
modity, are more the object of their attention than wine. The 
making of thefe requires a very fimple procefs. The bunch of 
grapes is firft immerfed in a ftrong folution of wood allies, and 
afterwards laid upon a ftage covered with ruih matting, until it 
be thoroughly dried. The bruifed grapes, the undergrowings, 
the ftalks and expreffed huflts, with the lees or dregs of new 
wine, are thrown together into large veffets until they ferment. 
and are then diftilled into a fort of brandy. From traih like 
this is moft of the ardent f pirit manufactured which is fold in 
the Cape under the name of Brandewyn, and which, from its 
cheapnefs and bad quality, not only poifons the bodies, but alfo 
corrupts the morals of tbe lower orders of the town, and the 
country farmers. 

I have 
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I have already had occa6on to notice the injudkious and 
Bovenly manner that is generally praltifed at the Cape in 
the making of wine, and in the management of the vineyard. 
I can now venture to fpeak: pofitively as to the fact, that wine 
of a quality equal, if not fuperior, to the Rhenifh, may be pro
duced in the Cape of Good Hope. Mr. Pringle, his Majefty's 
Commiffary-General, and agent for the Honourable Eaft India 
Company, purchafed a fmal) farm on which was a vineyard that, 
for many years. had been totally neglell:cd. By way of making 
the experiment, he caufed it to be dreffed and properly pruned, 
and, depending upon the direltions laid down in the Encycl(}• 
J>tdit des Conna!Jfances Humainu, and Valmont de Bomare's 
Dillionary, rather than upon the knowledge of the Cape boors, 
he fucceeded, much beyond his moft fanguine expectations, in 
obtaining a clear pleafant wine, free from any extraneous tafte_, 
and approaching fo near to Hock, that very good judges might 
have miftaken the one for the other. The chief precautions 
taken by him were, to feparate the ripe from the unripe fruit, 
the found from the decayed, and to remove them from the 
ftalk, which none of the wine farmers of the Cape take the 
pains to do : be kept the muft in open veffels, until it had 
undergone the laft degree of vinous fermentation, and then 
drew it ofF into clofe veffels, where it remained without molefta
tion for twelve JllOnths.. In like manner, there can be no 
doubt, the different wines of Europe might all be made here 
by proper treatment; for, I again repeat what I have before 
obferved, that in no part of the world are better grapes pro
duced than at the Cape. Vines grow here on any foil, and 
require but very little attention. Many thoufand acres of 
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ground, now totally neglell:ed, might be planted with vineyard, 
within fight of the Table Mountain. 

Our march along the Lange Kloof was delightflllly pleafant. 
The road was extremely good, the country cheerful, being 
moftly covered with grafs or fhrubby plants, exhibiting from a 
diftance a continuance of verdant lawns, which are not fre
quent in this colony, by much the greater portion of the furface 
being either extenfive waftes of karroo almoft without a veftige 
of vegetation, or naked ranges of mountains. Here too there 
waa a fufficiency of water to admit of farm-houfes being placed 
at the regulated diftance of three miles. The floping fides qf 
the valley were covered with a great variety of fplendid heaths, 
in the height of their bloffom, of the ilirub called gnidia, of the 
fhowy and everlafting Xeranlhemum, and a profufion of other 
plants that the eye of a botanift would have feafted upon with 
avidity. But the nature of our expedition would only admit of 
a glance in paffing. 

HaTing proceeded along the Kloof to that part which is nearly 
oppofite to Plcttenberg's Bay, we found it neceffary to halt a 
few days in order to refrefu the horfes. In the mean time I 
croffcd the mountains, agreeably to my inftrud:ions, and afTem
blcd the wood-cutters in the vicinity of the bay, to enter into a 
contract with them for a fupply of timber for the public fervice 
at th~ Cape. lhdependent of the wants of the government, it 
was confidered advifcablc, at this juncl:ure, to furni{h thefe peo
ple with employment, in order to keep them at home; for 
fuch m tbe nature of aa African boor, that, having nothing par-
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ticular to engage his attention, he is glad of an excufe to ride 
to the diftance of eight or ten days, whether it be to a church or 
to a vendue, to hunt elephants or to plunder the KafFers. 

In juftice, however, to the farmers of the Plettenberg Bay 
diflria, they are the only clafs of people, in the whole colony, 
that deferve the name of being induftrious. To fell the large 
trees, that are now only to be procured in deep glens, and then 
to drag them out, is a work of labour and toil ; and their pro-
6ts are fo trifling, that few of them are enabled to purchafe 
naves, and of courfc are reduced to the neceffity of working 
tbemfcl vcs. 

The vaft foreft, commencing oppofite Moffel Bay, and run
ning along the feet of the mountains, on the fouth fide, almoft 
to Algoa Bay, naturally excites an inquiry into the caufes that 
have promoted the growth of trees in this particular (pot, when 
all the reft of the country, in comparifon to this traa of 
)and, may be confidered as a barren defert. The fame caufe, 
by which I endeavoured to account for the abundance, and for 
the fcarcity of fprings, namely, the fituation of the granitic bafe 
of the mountains, will perhaps explain alfo the growth of thefe 
forefts. At the diftance of every two or three miles, a current 
of water burfts out of this chain of mountains, whofe banks are 
covered with trees, in fome places down to the fea-ihore. In like 
manner, the foot of the Table Mountain at the Cape was ikirted 
with a foreft, of which, at prefent, not a veftige remains, on the 
fide next the town ; but, in the deep glens behind the moun
tain, and on the fide next to the ifthmua, there arc ftil1 exten-
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five thicket,, among which the greateft number of the trees, 
peculiar to Southern Africa, are to be found, and Come of them 
t>f a very confiderable fize. 

The circumftance of there being plenty or timbe\' at Pletten
berg' s Bay, and abundance of unoccupied land of a good foil, 
well watered, and fit for any cultivation, had induced a wealthy 
merchant of Holland, on the reftoration of the colony to its an
cient poffeff ors, to obtain permiffion for carrying into eifea: a 
plan that would, no doubt, have proved highly beneficial to the 
fettlement at large in a variety of ways. He had obtained a 
grant from the government of the whole diftria of Plettenberg'a 
Bay, on condition of paying a certain annual rent. This dif
tria he meant to divide into one hundred parcels, upon which 
were to be placed one hundred induftrious families from Earope, 
Dutch or German, to be fent over with ftock, utenfils, imple
ments of hufbandry, and every other article that was requifite 
to carry on the ufeful trades, and to till the ground. None of 
them was to be allowed a fingle fiave ; but it was recommended 
to encourage the Hottentota to every kind of ufeful labour. 
The war, however, I imagine, has, for the prefent, fufpended 
the execution of this laudable plan, which, there is every rea
fon to fuppofe, would have fucceeded to the height of the willies 
of him who projeaed it. 

The obfervations with regard to the winds, and the fwell of the: 
tea fetting into Plettenberg's Bay, will equally apply to this and to 
Moffet Bay, the pofition of botli being fimilar. It fcarcely feems 
capable, by any expence, of being rendered fecure even for f mall 
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craft, in the winter months ; but, in the Cummer fealbn, ihips 
may remain without any danger. There is, however, an arm 
of the fea, at the diftance of about 1 8 miles to the weft.ward of 
Plettenberg's Bay, which may one day become an important 
ftation. It is called the Knyfna. In a former vifit to this coun
try, I obferved that the tide fet into ir through a narrow paffage 
or portal, as into a dock: that this paffage, though narrow, and 
not quite clear of rocks, would admit of fmall veifels. Since 
that time, Mr. CaJandar, a gentleman formerly belonging to 
the navy, bas made a particular furvey of this arm of the fea, 
of which the annexed is a plan. He obferves that the depth of 
water, and great extent, of the Knyfna, running into the very 
centre of fine forefts, render it a moft eligible place for building 
and repairing fuips. That veffels of five hundred tons and up
wards, deeply laden, may pafs the portal ; and that much larger 
might be built therein and fent out light, to be completed in 
Plcttenberg's Bay. That the forefts contain feveral different 
kinds of durable and well grown timber, fit for that valuable 
purpofe, as well as abundance of mafts and yards. The native 
£r, called geel hout (llex crocea), grows to upwards of fixty 
feet in length, and to five, fix, and even eight feet in diameter; 
which is alfo the cafc with the native oak, bearing an acorn ex
alHy like that of Europe, but called here, on account of a ft:rong 
and difagreeable fmell which it emits when green, the ftinkwood 
tree (<l!!ercus Africana). That the fmell, however, is attended 
with the peculiar advantage of preventing the worm from at
tacking it. 

The 
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The extent of the forefts, beginning at Moffet Bay, and run
ning eaftward parallel to the fea-coaft, is at lcaft two hundred 
and fifty EnglHh miles, and the breadth from the feet of the 
mountains to the fea is ten, fifteen, and in fome places twenty, 
miles. A great part of this tract is compofed of large and beau
tiful plains, interfeaed by numerous rivers, and abounding in 
lakes full of excellent fifh. The ground is well calculated either 
for paflurage or tillage, and capable of complete irrigation ; but, 
adds this gentleman, the farmers here, as well as in all other 
parts of the colony, are lazy beyond defcription ; the grounds, 
held by each, being fufficient for a great number of induftrious 
families. He concludes llis remarks by an opinion, that the flip 
of land, fituated between the firft chain of mountains and the 
fea coail, and from Zwellendam to Algoa Bay, if well R:ocked 
with inhabitants, fo that each would be under the neceffity of 
Jabouring for a fubfiftence, would not only be able to fumilh 
a fupply of grain for the whole colony, but would aJFord alfo a 
furplus for exportation. 

Although I cannot exactly fubfcribe to this opinion, yet I am 
firmly perfuaded that, with the addition of the tract of coun
try between the north range of mountains and the weft coaft, 
and from Saint Helena Bay to the Cape, the whole mafs of 
people within the prefent limits of the colony might be more 
comfortably fubfifted than they now are, and an abundance of 
corn and cattle, wine, and other neceffaries, over and above, for a 
garrifon of five thoufand men, and for a Beet containing an equal 
number of fouls. But in order to make the country produce thil 
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fupply, it would be necelfary to procure a new race of inhabit
ants, or to change the nature of the old ones. 

It is no eaf y matter to convey, by any defcription, an ade
quate idea of the condition of the peafantry of the Cape of 
Good Hope; fo inconceivably different is it from that of the 
fame clafs in Europe, or indeed in any other part of the world. 
The farmers in the back-fettlements of North America are en
abled, by hard labour, to raife a fuperfiuity of provifions beyond 
their own confumption, chiefly, however, in the article of 
grain ; of animal food they have no redundancy. The pea
Jantry of Europe labour fix days in the week, the greater part 
of whom can barely earn a fcanty fubfiftence for themfelves 
and their families. But a boor of the Cape neither knows the 
corroding pain of an empty ftomach, nor hears his children 
cry for a morfel of bread,-of meat I ought to fay, for bread 
they rarely tafte. A traveller, on entering their miferable 
hovels, needs never defpair of finding their tenants unprovided. 
Salted beef, or fie{h of the larger kinds of game, he will generaUy 
find hanging in the chimney, and it is an equal chance that the 
whole or greater part of a flaughtered fheep fhould be fuf
pended from the roof. A Cape boor never works. Every day 
throughout the whole year is to him a holiday. The greateft 
exertion he ever makes, and which has pleafure for its object 
as well as profit, is the killing of game. Nor is the exercife 
he takes on fuch occafions to be meafured by the activity, 
energy, or the fatigue that an European fportfman muft fome
timea undergo. A Dutch boor, in the fuft inftance, never 
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traverfes the heath on foot, but generally fires from the faddle. 
He confiders the labour even of carrying his mufquet to be 
too fatiguing, and, therefore, has a Hottentot boy trained to 
ride or to run after him as his armour-bearer, an office not 
likely in this country ever to be productive of rank or emo
lument. 

Such, however, are the miftaken notions imbibed by liften
ing to perfons who are either really ignorant, or interefted to 
mUlead, that the peafantry of the Cape have been reprefented 
as a poor and diftreffed people, overwhelmed with debt, bur
·dened with taxes, and oppreffed by the government in a variety 
of ways. How far fuch ftatements are founded in truth, will 
beft be 1hewn in our fiatiftical fketch of the fettlement. In 
the mean time I fhall JUft obferve, as a pofition to be proved 
hereafter, that the peafantry of the Cape are better fed, more 
indolent, more ignorant, and more brutal, than any fet of men, 
bearing the reputation of being civilized, upon the face of the 
whole earth. 

I have frequently had occalion to notice the abundance or 
iron ore in almoft every part of Southern Africa, fome of which 
was fo rich in metal as to contain from feventy to eighty per 
cent., but that the total want of fuel r~ndered it ufelefs. Here, 
however, in the vicinity of the forefts, that objection is re
moYed ; and the ores might, in all probability, be melted to 
advantage, ·as all kinds of iron work are prodigioufly dear -at 
the Cape. We were told that, in the neighbourhood of the 
Knyfna, another large mafa of native irQn had been difc:overed, 
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fimilar to that which I mentioned to have feen in the plains of 
the Zuure Veldt, and which I then fuppofed the KafFers to have 
carried thither from the fea fhore. I paid little attention to the 
report at that time; but fince my return to the Cape, the difco
very of a third mafs, in an extraordinary fituation, the very 
fummit of Table Mountain, excited a flronger degree of cu
riofity. I imagined the firft to have been the flat part of an 
anchor, although it was defiitute of any particular fuape, but 
in this of Table Mountain, which may weigh from one hun• 
dred and fifty to one hundred and fixty pounds, there appeared 
fome faint traces of the iliape of the flook, or the broad part of 
the arm which takes bold of the ground. It was found half bu
ried in fand and quartz pebbles, every part, as well under as 
above ground, much corroded, and the cavities filled with peb
bles, which, however, did not appear to be component parts of 
the mafs, not being angular, but evidently rounded by attrition. 
As, in the firft infiance, I fuppofe the Kaffers to have carried 
the mafs into the fituation where it was difcovered; fo alfo, 
with regard to the latter, I am inclined to think it muft have 
been brought upon the fummit of the mountain by the native 
Hottcntots, as to a place of fafety, when Bartholomew Diaz, 
or fome of the early Portuguefe navigators, landed firft in this 
country. Others, however, who have feen and examined the 
mafs are of opinion, that it muft have been placed in its prcfent 
fituation at a period long antecedent to the difcovery of the 
Cape of Good Hope by Europeans. Be that as -it may, the re
femblance it bears to part of an anchor, with the Neptuniao 
appearances of various parts of Southern Africa, which are 
particularly i\rik.iog in the fonaati011 of the Table Mountain, 
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prefs ftrongly on the recollet\ion the beautiful obfervation of the 
Latin poet. 

'' Vidi ego, quod fuerat quondam Colidiffima tellua 
'' EITe frctum. Vidi fafus ex zquore terru, 
'' Et procul a pclago conchz jacuere marinz 
'' Et vctua inventa ell in montibua anchora Cummia." 

0 The face of places, and their form,, decay ; 
.,, And that is Colid earth that once was Cea: 
0 Seu in their tum, retreating from the fhore, 
" M•lte Colid und what ocnn wa, before ; 
" Far from the fhore are lhells of ruhes found, 
cc And rufly anchon fix'd on mountain-ground!" 

It may be obferved, by the way, that Mr. Dryden has re
verfed the idea of the poet in the firA: couplet of his tranflation, 
and continued the fame in his fecond, making only the land to 
gain on the fea, inftead of contralHng it with the oppofite effed: 
of the fea encroaching on the land. Obferving this to a fon of 
my ingenious and learned friend Doll:or Tytler, a boy of twelve 
years of age, he requefted to have the Latin lines, and imme• 
diately produced the following A:anzas: 

VOL. II. 

cc Turn'd into Cea I've Ccen the earth 
" Diffolved in the ,nve, 

" And from the Cea new hills Cpring forth, 
" And their broad backs upheave. 

" And far from ocean'• utmoll bounds, 
" Shella have diCcovered been, 

cc And on the tops of riling ground, 

" Old nifty anchors Ceen," 
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In my 1aft journey up the mountain I obferved, alfo, about 
midway, fcveral arborizations on ftoncs, thofe of the fern tribe 
very diftin8: ; and in th·e fame ftratum, which is ftrongly co
loured with iron, I difcovered feveral large maffes of pyramidal 
cryflals of quartz, and fine fpecimens of h~matite or blood
ftooe. 

In our return over the mountains from Plettenberg's Bay 
little occurred to attract attention. The Sparmannia in the 
woods, with its large leaves of light green, contrafted with the 
dark and flender foliage of the yellow wood tree, and the ftill 
darker Edibergia, with the lofty fummits of the naked mountains 
rifing far above them, afforded fcenery for the pencil extremely 
pillurefque and beautiful. The fibres of the bark of the Spar
mannia make an excelJent kind of hemp, fuperior in ftrength to 
that of the Hibiftu1, which I mentioned to have found on a for
mer vifit to this bay. Saplings of this tree the fecond year rife in 
a clear fiem to the height of fix feet, fo that in the event of any 
future efiablHhmcnt being made at Plettenberg's Bay, the Spar
mannia may become a very ufeful plant. The Gardenia Thull• 
l,ergia, or the wild Cape .Jeffamine, being in the height of its 
blolfotn, gave out fo powerful a fcent, that, in the evening, 
it coul<l be felt at the dif\ance of feveral miles. The 
Njmph«a cerulea, and another fpecies of a fmaller fize with f pear
ihaped leaves (faliir hajlatis), and rofe-coloured petals, orna
mente<l the margins of the Keurboom River; and the Wache11-
dorjia with the .Aletri1 Uvaria were common in all the boggy 
grounds. The ftatcly white Slreli1zia1, which are found only 
on the banks of the Pifang River, were alfo now in flower. 
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The Prolt4 GrandiflortZ, on the fummit of the mountains, re
fembled, in their fize and appearance, old flunted oaks. Heaths 
lllfo were very large, and bulbous rooted plants in great abund
ance. We found, likewife, growing among the rocks, numbers 
of that fingular plant the Tamu1 Elepbantipes, fo called from 
the refemblance of its large tuberous root, riling above the fur
face of the ground, to the foot of the elephant :-but I am de
viating too far from the title I have prefixed to this Chapter, 
in making obfervations on natural hiftory ,. which, indeed, the
nature of the expedition was not well calculated to promote. I 
might, however, with more propriety, perhaps, have called it a 
Mifcellaneous Chapter, as it is not meant to be confined to one 
objed. 

The diilrilt of Plettenberg's Bay is in facl: a rich field for the 
naturalift. Let his favourite purfuit be what it may, botany, 
ornithology, or zoology, he may here indulge his inclination. 
The greateft part of the foreft trees ftill remain unexamined. 
The birds are numerous, and have ferioujly been attacked by no 
other collector than Mr. Le Vaillant, of whom Mr. Meeding, 
for many years the poilholder at the bay, fpeaks as being an 
excellent ihot at fmall birds, and a mofl indefatigable purfuer of 
them. Of animals, from the little taillefs da1 or Cavy, and the 
pigmy Antelope, to the huge Elephant, the woods of Sitfikamma 
fumith great variety. The Plain of Harteheef/1 abounds with 
that noble fpecies of the antelope tribe from which it takes ita 
name; and every thicket is filled with the beautiful Bqfool, or 
Bufu deer, remarkable for" its fpotted haunches, and ftill more 
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fo from the near refemblance of ita cry to the barking of a 
dog. 

On reaching our quarters in Lange Kloof we were agreeably 
furprized to find that the fuoes of all our horfes had been re
moved, and new ones placed on fuch as wanted them. This 
had been a matter of ferious confideration from the firft day of 
our expedition ; for, as the horfes of the colony are never fhod, 
except thofe in the hands of the EnglHh, we could hardly flatter 
ourfelves that we fhould meet with any pe~fon in the interior 
of the country, capable of undertaking fuch an operation. A 
young man, however, born deaf and dumb, without ever hav
ing feen a horfe-fhoe before, made feveral new ones, and re
placed others with as much care and neatnefs, as one that had 
been .brought up to the bufinefs of a farrier. This ingenious 
young man, the only one I can fafely fay that I ever met with 
in the courfe of my travels in this country, fupported, by his 
labour, a worthlefs drunken father, and a number of brothers 
and fifters. 

Nothing of moment occurred until we reached the borders of 
the Camtoos River, which divides the diftricl: of Zwellendam 
from that of Graaf Reynet. Being paifable only by waggona 
at one ford, we encamped there, as the moft eligible fituation 
for keeping open a communication between Brigadier General 
Vandeleur and the Cape. Scarcely, however, had we arrived 
when an exprefs from the General directed us to proceed to 
Algoa Bay. 

The 
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The country between the Camtoos River and this bay is ex
tremely rich and beautiful. Like a gentleman's park, or plea
f ure grounds, in England, the furface is di verfified with thickets 
and knots of ftately trees, planted, however, by the fpontaneous 
and free hand of nature. The knolls are covered with thick 
grafs, which, for want of cattle to eat it off, is fufFered to rot 
upon the ground, or is partiaJly burnt off towards the end of 
fummer to make room for the young blades to fhoot up with 
the earlieft rains c,f winter. It is greatly to be lamented that fo 
fine a country fhould be fuffered to remain in total neglelt. A 
few indolent boors graf p the whole diftrilt, which, when in the 
poffeffion of the rightful owners, the KafFers and the Hottentots, 
fome thirty years ago, maintained many thoufand families by 
the numbers of their cattle it was fou'nd capable of fupporting. 
The fmall game, which here are plentiful, gramineous roots, 
the bulbs of the iris, of the wild garlick, and of the Cyanel/a, 
the filaments and anthers of whofe ftamens bear a remarkable 
refemblance to the fingers and nails of the human hand, toge
gether with the feeds of the Strelitzia Reginz, and a variety of 
wild berries, were the chief articles of fubfiftence of the Hot
tentot tribes, and milk was the principal food of the Kaffers. 

Algoa Bay has little to recommend it as a refort for {hipping. 
Like all the other Bays, upon the fame coaft, it is direltly open 
to the fouth-eaft winds, which, however, are lefs dangerous, 
becaufe lefs violent, than thofe which blow from weft and fouth
weft. The diflurbances of Graaf Reynet have caufed a num'ber 
of fhips to vifit this bay from .the Cape, but fcarcely one that 
has been there has efcaped accidents happening to their boats in 
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attempting to land. AlmoA: a perpetual fwell rolt11 upon the 
the fandy beach. Being, however, fo conveniently fituated for 
an enemy to communicate with the rebellious boors of Graaf 
Reyner, and equally fo with the Kaffers, General Dundas 
thought it advifable to Ration at the bay a few troops, and to 
ered: a f mall block-houfe for their proted:ion. It was, indeed, 
furprifing that none of the enemies' cruifers from the Ifie of 
France thought of attacking this vulnerable, and hitherto de
fencelefs, fpot, fo diftant from the Cape that much miichief 
might have been effected long before the government could have 
received information of it. 

The French frigate La Prmeuft was the only enemy's fhip 
that ventured to look into this or any of the bays during the 
whole war; at which time the Rattlefnake floop of war, anJ 
the Camel ftore fhip, happened to be at anchor there. The 
French thip came in under Danilh colours, and brought up in 
the dufk of the evening between two and three cables' length 
from the Rattlefnake, whofe captain was on lhore with a de
tachment of the crew, unable to get on board on account of the 
high furf running upon the beach ; but Lieutenant ( now Cap
tain) Fothergitl difplayed, on this occafion, great judgment 
and bravery. Sufpe8:ing her to be an enemy, he fired a lhot 
a-head, of which fhe took no notice ; he then poured in a 
broadfide, which was returned by the frigate. About mid
night, the fire from the Camel being filenced, the friga:e 
changed her pofition, bringing her broadfide to bear direcUy 
upon the Rattlefnake. In this manner they engaged till three 
in the morning, when the frigate thought fit to nip her cable, 
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and iheer ofF to fea. The Rattlefnake was much damaged in 
her rigging, received many 1hot between wind and water, had 
three men killed and feveral wounded. La Preneufe mounted 
44 guns, and had on board upwards of three hundreci men. 

·This affair decided General Dundas as to the expediency of 
erelting a fmall work for the defence of the landing-place, and 
a block-houfe furrounded with a pallifade for the protec\ion of 
the men to be ftationed there, Thefe precautions were the 
more neceifary as whalers and neutral fuips fometimes look into 
Algoa Bay and purchafe refrelhments from the boors in ex
change for gunpowder. The mifchief that an enemy might 
effel\: by 'landing here and putting mufquets and ammunition 
into the hands of the KafTers, is not to be calculated ; and thefe 
people for fome years back have been ftationed in vaft numbers 
upon the banks of the Sunday River, which difcharges itfelf 
into Algoa Bay oppofite the iJJands of St. Croix, where it may 
be feen, by the chart, there is fecure anchorage and convenient 
communication. 

From the moment this bay became a military ftation, the face 
of the furrounding country began to put on a new appearance. 
The flip of ground, contiguous to the landing place, was con
verted into gardens; and the ftupid boors ftared with wonder, 
and were ftruck with aftonilhment, .. t the variety and quantity 
of vegetables they produced. Thefe people, alfo, Coon found 
the benefit of a ready market for the confumption of lheir pro
duce. Many trifling articles, fuch as milk and eggs, from 
which they had never before derived the leaft advantage, were 
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now commuted into money. Their fheep and cattle were fold 
at higher rates than the butchers were accuftomed to give them; 
and their butter, foap, and candles, which they were always 
under the neceffity of carrying more than five hundred miles 
to market, fetched now, upon the f pot, double the ufual prices. 

This change of circumftances, fo favourable to the boors in 
the vicinity of the bay, was extended, Iikewife, in fome degree, 
over the whole country by the moving of troops. The officers, 
conftantly paffing upon the road, foon prevailed upon the far
mers to take money for their accommodations, which, under the 
Dutch government, they would have been afraid to do. Every 
petty clerk of the Secretary's office, an attorney or land-mea
furer, travelling in the country, affumed fuch airs of confe
quence, that the ignorant boor was glad to yield the whole 
houfe to his dif pofal, and all that it afforded. The officers of 
government were alfo empowered to demand gratuitous teams 
of oxen to convey them, like paupers, from houfe to houfe. If 
a farmer had only a fingle team, and it happened to be in the 
plough when one of thefe gentry paffed, it would be neceffary 
for him to break off work, and lend his oxen to tranf port the 
grool heer, the great gentleman, to the next neighbour's houfe. 
In this refpell: they muft have felt a fenfible difference in the 
condull: of the Britilh officers. Near ten thoufand pounds were 
circulated, in one year, by the troops in Graaf Reynet, among 
more than two hundred families, and chiefly for articles of pro
vifion and forage, many of which, before this period, brought 
them no returns. 

A few 
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A few days before our arrival at Algoa Bay, General Vandelcur 
had fubdued the rebellious boors in the manner I have already 
defcribed in the beginning of this chapter, and had fent the 
ringleaders on board his Majefty's {hip the Rattlefnake, to be 
conveyed to the Cape to take their trial there by their own 
laws, before their own court of juftice. Defirable as it might 
have been to punifh the leaders upon the fpot by martiaf la,v, 
as an example to a rebellious people, the General refolved to try 
once more what lenient meafures might effect, concluding that, 
in the event of their own countrymen finding them guilty, the 
colonifts muft at leaft acknowledge the juftice of the decifion ; 
whereas in the other cafe, as it generally happens, the public 
are more ready to blame the feverity of martial law than to 
acknowledge the criminality of thofe upon whom it is in
flic\ed. 

This trial for feclition and rebellion caufed no finall degree 
of f peculation at the Cape ; and the general opinion was, that 
either from inclination, or the fear of offending their country
men, the judges would acquit the prifoners. Such conjectures 
were founded on the very illiberal and erroneous notion, that 
in ilo inftance where a colonift and a foreigner were concerned. 
had the latter obtained his caufe before this court. Such an 
idea might probably have taken its rife from the conftitution 
and the practice of the court. Two-thirds of its members 
were chofen out of the f ervants of the Dutch Eaft India Com
pany, and one-third only from the burghers of the town. The 
Company, as proprietors of the fettlement, directed their fer
vants to take the afcendancy and the J..ead in all colonial affairs ; 
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bµt by way of reconciling, in fome meafure, the free burghers-, 
which were not in their employ, a certain number of thefe were 
~dmitted into the civil courts and boards ; but the opinions and 
propofitions of the former were, in moft matters, found to pre
ponderate. 

Neither one nor the other in the Court of J ufl:ice were pro
feffional men ; nor were they fuppofed to poffefs a greater 01are 
of legal knowledge than the other citizens out of which they 
were chofen. As members, compofing a Court of Judicature. 
they had no falarics under the Dutch government, and there
fore were fuppofed not to rejecl: prefents from one or both of 
the parties who had fuits before the Court. But although they 
had no fpecial falaries, moft of them either actually enjoyed 
other employments attended with profit, or were confidered as. 
entitled to fucceed to them on vacancies, in. recompence for their 
fervices as minifiers of jufiice.. And as the fituation, though 
honourable and conferring a difl:incl:ion of rank, was attended 
with a confiderable fhare of trouble and fome expence, and as 
their lucrative offices,. on the furrendcr of the fettlement to the 
Englifh, in a great meafure ceafed, it feemed but reafonable 
that fo important a duty fhould be compenfated by an allowance 
from Government, which was accordingly made. to them by 
Lord Macartney. 

One part of their prac\ice, however, in conformity with the 
cuftom of the United Provinces, was particularly repugnant to 
the feelings of Engliihmen and to the principles of Englifh 
jurifprudence. The proceedings of the Court were always car-
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ried on, foribu1 daufi1, with clofed doors ; no oral pleading ad• 
mitted, no confronting the accufed with the witneffes, the depo• 
fition of each being fingly taken down before two commiffionel'S', 
on oath, and afterwards read to the Court ; all perf ons \10'ere ex
cluded from entering the Court except the parties concerned. 
In all criminal caufes the Fifcal, or Attorney-General, direaed 
two commiffioners of the Court to examine evidences, take de
pofitions, hold inquefls ovet" bodies that had died fuddenly by 
the vifitation of God, accident, or violence; and to draw up, 
in every cafe, preparatory information for the trial. For this 
troublefome part of their duty they had no remuneration, un
lefs when the delinquent fuould be condemned to labour for the 
fervice of government, in which cafe the expences of the trial 
were paid out of the produce of that Jabour. 

Such is the outline of the confiitution and pratlice of a court 
that foreigners have long been accuftomed to mention with 
obloquy and detraction. In civil caufcs they might, perhaps, 
in fome inftances, have leaned a little to the fide of their coun
trymen, if the cafc happened to be nearly upon a balance; but 
in all criminal cafes they act with the greateA: caution and cir
cumf pel\:ion. Two irreproachable and concurring witnetfes are 
required to fubfl:antiate a fact againft the delinquent; and one 
evidence of good charal\:er, produced on the part of a perfon 
accufed of felony, is confidcred of equal weight with two pro
duced againft him : and even after fentence has been pafTed, 
until the moment of execution, the condemned is allowed to 
bring forward evidence in his favour. Nor can circumftantial 

Ni evidence, 

Digitized by Google 



TRAVELS IN 

evidence, ho·.,·ever firong, warrant the carrying of any fentence 
into execution, until a free coofeffion be made of the crime. 
Such confeffion, it is true, was, under the Dutch government, 
fometimes extorted by the application of the torture ; in which 
cafe, if the guilty had nerve enough, be was fure to efcape, 
and if the innocent was feeble, he was equally fure of being 
hanged. 

Even in civil caufes, the prefumption that they were generally 
right is in their favour; for fince the efiablifhment of an Englilh 
Court of Appeal in the year 1797, to the evacuation of the co
lony, out of the number of cafes brought before the faid Court 
of appeal, only one fcntence was reverfed ; and it appeared 
that the error committed, in this infiancc, by the Court of Juf
tice was owing to their tenacity rather to the letter, than to the 
fpirit of the law; and that by rigidly adhering to the ji,mmum 
jus, their ciecifion was productive of thefamma i,yuria. It was 
alfo fuppofed that, in the cafe alluded to, a very undue. influence 
was employed to f way the Court; but as the affair is yet to 
come before a Briti{h court in England, I forbear to enter more 
at large into the fubjelt. Neither are the members of the Court 
of Jufiice in the Cape fo wanting in talent or in legal know .. 
ledge as might be fuppofed ; at leafi, they proved to the world 
that they had fagacity enough to detect, and integrity and firm
nefa enough to punifh, the authors of a moft nefarious and bare
faced tranfacl:ion, which thofe perfons had contrived to carry 
through the Coun of Vice-Admiralty with complete fuccefs, 
though the impofition was of the groffcft nature. 

3 The 
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The trial of the boors for fcdition having engrolfed fo much 
of the public converfation, his Majefly's Fifcal, or Attorney
General to profecute for the crown in all criminal cafes, deter
mined for once, though contrary to efiablilhed ufage, to carry 
on the whole proceedings with open doors. The prifoners were all 
found guilty, and three of them condemned to fuffer death; but 
by the lenity of the Britilh government which, in this colony was, 
on mofi: occafions, carried to an extreme, the fentence was ne
ver put in execution. On the reftoration of the colony the 
convicl:ed boors were delivered into the han<ls of the new go
vernors, who, on this occafion, could not do lefs than pronounce 
a general amnefiy; in which cafe, they will, moft probably, 
be allowed to return to their old connell:ions, and to their old 
habits. 

Ilut to return to the affairs of Graaf Reyner. The general 
having thus got rid of the rebel chiefs, and thereby put an end, 
as he thought, to further difturbances, concluded that little 
now remained to be done, but to collea his fcattered forces from 
the different parts of the difiria, and to alfemble them at head
'luarters in Bruyntjes Hoogte; part of which be meant to em
bark on board the Rattlefnake, and the remainder i:o fend over 
land, by eaf y marches, to the Cape. 

In croffing the country from Algoa Bay to the northward, in 
order to put his plan in execution, to our no lefs furprize than 
mortification, we fell in with a large party of Hotten tots, fo 
difguifed, and <lreifed out in fuch a whimfical and fantaftical 
manner, that we were totally at a lofs to conjell:ure what to 
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make of them. Some wore large three cornered hats, with 
green or blue breeches, the reft of the body naked ; fome had 
jackets of cloth over their fheep-fkin covering, and others had 
fheep-fkins thrown over linen fhirts. The women were laden 
with bundles, and the men were all armed with mufquets. We 
foon difcovered, which indeed they readily confeffed, that they 
had been plundering the boors. A Hottentot, among the many 
goqd qualities he poffeffes, has one which he is maftcr of in an 
eminent degree,-l mean a rigid adherence to truth. When 
accufed of a crime, of which he has been guilty, with native 
fimplicity he always ftates the fact as it happened ; but, at the 
fame time, he has always a juftification at hand for what he has 
done. From lying and ftealing, the predominant and infepara
ble vices of the condition of ilavery, the Hottentot may be 
confidered as exempt. In the whole courfe of my travels, and 
in the midft of the numerous attendants of this nation, with 
which I was conftantly furrounded, I can with fafety declare 
.that I never was robbed nor deceived by any of them. 

On making inquiry into the particulars of the unpleafant 
tranfaltion that had taken place, one of the Hottcntots, called 
Klaar Stuurman, or Nicholar the Helmfman, whom they had 
felecl:ed for their chief, ftepped forwards, and, after humbly 
entreating us to hear him out without interruption, began a 
long oration, which contained a hiftory of their calamities and 
fufferings under the yoke of the boors; their injuftice, in firft 
depriving them of their country, and then forcing their offsprfog 
into a fiate of flavery ; their cruel treatment on every flight oc
cafion, which it became impoffible for them to bear any longer; 

and 
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and the refolution they had therefore taken to apply for redrefs 
before the EnglHh troops fhould leave the country. That their 
employers, fufpefling their intention, had endeavoured to pre
vent fuch application by confining fame to the houfe, threaten
ing to thoot others if they attempted to cfcape, or to punifh 
their wives and children in their abfence. And, in proof of 
what he advanced, he called out a young Hottentot, whofe 
thigh had been pierced through with a large mufquet ball but 
two days before, fired at him by his mafter for having attempted 
to leave his fervice. " This act," continued he, " among many 
" others equally cruel, refolved us at once to collell: a fufficient 
" force to deprive the boors of their arms, in which we have 
" fucceeded at every houfe which has fallen in our way. We 
" have tak"n their fuperfluous clothing in lieu of the wages 
" due for our fervices, but we have {hipped none, nor injured 
" the perfons of any, though," added he, lhaking his head, 
" we have yet a great deal of our blood to avenge." 

Such a rencontre at this time was extremely embarraffing, 
and the more fo a5 it appeared thefe were a very fmall part of 
their countrymen that were then acl:ualJy arming themfelves 
againft the boors, and plundering their houfrs. They informed 
us, moreover, that fome of their countrymen, not willing to 
throw themfelves on the protecl:ion of {hangers, had fled among 
the Kaffers ; but that·the greateft part were on the road to Algoa 
Bay, to lay their unhappy fituation before the EnglHh general. 

The connetlion that had long fobfifted between the boors and 
the Hottcntots, a connell:ion that was kept up by violence and 

oppreffion 
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oppreffion on one fide, and by want of energy and patient fuf
fering on the other, fecmed now to be completely diffolvcd. 
The farther we advanced, the more ferioufly alarming was the 
fiate of the country. The boors, it feems, unable to reihain 
their favage temper, which the penalty levied upon them by 
the General had wrought up into a rage, with the affifiance of 
.,fapie, determined to wreak their vengeance on the poor Hot
tcntots, according to their common practice, whenever infuriate 
paffion foizcs them. The rcprefeotations made to us by this 
party were more than confirmed by our own obfen·ations in 
our progrefs through the country. Among the numerous in

fl:ances of cruelty to which we bore witncfs, the following were 
particularly {hiking. 

\Ve had fcarcely parted from thcfe people when, flopping at 
a boufe to feed our horfes, we by accident obfcrved a young 
Hottentot woman with a child in her arms lying ftretched on 
the ground in a moil: deplorable condition. She had been cut 
frDm head to foot with one of thofe infernal whips, made from 
the hide of a rhinoceros or fea-cow, known by the name of 

fambocs, in fuch a barbarous and unmerciful manner, that there 
was fcarcely a fpot on her whole body free from ftripes; nor 
had the fides of the little infant, in clinging to its mother, 
efcaped the ftrokes of the brutal monfter. With difficulty we 
had her removed to a fituation where medical affiftance could 

be given ; but the fever ran fo high, and the body was bruifed 
to fuch a degree, that for feveral days there were little hopes 
of her recovery. It was a punifument, far inadequate to the 
crime, to keep the inhuman wretch on bread and water who 

had 
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had been guilty of fuch unmanly cruelty, until the fate of the 
fufferer was decided. Owing to a good confiitution the gra
dually recovered ; and the fellow was fuffered to depart, after 
making her a pecuniary compenfation ; had the wounds proved 
mortal, the perpetrator would, no doubt, have afforded the 
firfl inflance of retributive juftice for the numberlefs inftances 
of murder that have been committed with impunity on this un
fortunate race of men. The only crime alleged againfi her was 
the attempt to follow her huiband, who was among the number 
of thofe of his countrymen that had determined to throw them
felves upon the proteB:ion of the Engli1h. 

TI1e next houfe we halt~d at upon the road prefented us with 
J flill more horrid inftance of brutality. We obferved a fine 
Hottentot boy, about eight years of age, fitting at the corner 
of the houfe, with a pair of iron rings clenched upon bis legs, 
of the weight of. ten or twelve pounds ; and they had remained 
in one fituation for fuch a length of time, that they appeared to 
be funk into the leg, the mufcle being tumefied both above and 
below the rings. The poor creature was fo benumbed and op
preifcd with the weight, that, being unable to walk with eafe, 
he crawled on the ground. It appeared, on inquiry, that they 
bad been rivetted to his legs more than ten months ago. What. 
was to be done in a cafe of fuch wanton and deliberate cruelty P 
It was fcarcely in human nature to behold an innocent boy for 
ever maimed in fo barbarous a manner ; and at the fame time 
to look upon the cold blooded perpetrator without feeling a 
fentiment of horror mingled with exaf peration,-a fentiment 
chat feemed to fay it would ferve the caufe of humanity to rid 
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the world of fuch a monfter. The fellow fhrunk from the
enquiries of the indignant general ; he had nothing to allege 
againft him but that he had always been a worthlefs boy; he had 
loft him fo many fueep; he had flept when he ought to watch 
the cattle, and fuch like frivolous charges of a negative kind,. 
the amount of which, if true, only proved that bis own intereft 
had fometimes been neglected by this child. 

Determined to make an example of the author of fuch un .. 
paralleled brutality, the General ordered him inftantJy to yoke 
bis oxen to his waggon, and, placing the boy by his fide, to 
drive directly to head-quarters. Here he gave orders to the 
farrier of the 8th regiment of Light Dragoons to {hike off the 
irons from the boy, an operation that required great nicety and 
attention, and to clench them as tight as he could on the legs 
of his mafier, who roared and bellowed in a moft violent man
ner, to the inexpreffible fatisfaction of the by-ftanders, and, 
above all, to that of the little fufferer juft relieved from torment;. 
For the whole of the firft night his lamentations were inceffimt; 
with a Stentorian voice a thoufand times he vociferated, " My11 
" God I is dat cen maniere om Chriflia11 menfch le ha11delen !" 

" My God! is this a way to treat Chriftians !" His, however, 
were not the agonies of bodily pain, but the burfts of rage and 
refentment on being put on a level with one, as they call them, 
of the Z warte Natie, between whom and the Chr.iflian Menfch 
they conceive the difference to be fully as great as between 
themfclves and their cattle, and whom, indeed, they moA: 
commonly honour with the appellation of Zwarte Vee, black 
cattle. Having roared for three days and as many nights, af 
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firft to the great amufement, but afterwards, to the no lefs an
noyance, of the whole camp, he was fuffered to go about his 
bufinefs on paying a heavy penalty in money for the ufe of the 
boy, whom he had abufed in fo fhameful a manner. 

Another infiance occurred, fince cur departure from Algoa 
Bay, which firongly marked the little reluctance that is felt by 
the African boors in the fhedding of human blood, even of 
Chrlflia11 Men.fob, for whom they affect fo great a ve,1eration. 
On leaving the bay it was difcovered that three fine young 1adt 
of the 8 I ft regiment had dderted with their arms ; and as thefe 
deferters knew that the reft of the pee>ple were to. march that 
morning-towards the upper part of the country, Van Ro;,, frona. 
whofe houfe we departed, concluding they might retur~ en
quired of the General what he fhould do in cafe of fuch an 
event? The anfwer was, " Secure them, to be fore!'-" But if 
" they fhould refift ?"-" You muft take them at any rate; you 
" and your fons and people about the houfe are more than fuf
" ficient to do that." The following day the man came gal
lopping after us, pale and frightened, and ready to fink into 
the ground. He had {hot the three deferters; he had been 
obliged ·to do it, as he faid, in his own defence, and for the pro
tection of his family, whom they intended to murder. " If 
" you can make that appear to have been the cafe.," the General 
told him, "you are juftified in what you have done; but the 
" fact is fo extraordinary, that a very rigid inquiry will be 
" made into it." It is wonderful how rapidly the fellow', 
countenance brightened up, on heari"Qg there was fome pallia
tion in favour of what he had done. It was evident he felt 
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neither remorfe nor compunction in having deftroycd three of 
his fellow-creatures, but was apprehenfive only of what might 
have been the confequences to himfelf. 

The General immediately rode back to his houfc. He found 
the dead bodies lying on the ground, juft where they had fallen, 
one at the diftance of ten or twelve yards from the door, the 
other two at forty or fifty. The firft had evidently been thot 
through the breaft, but both the others through the had. From 
tbefe circumftances it was ftrongly conjeclured that Van Roy 
and his fons had waited at the door, with their loaded mufquets, 
the approach of thefe unfonunate men ; that, on the firft being 
fbot, the other two had attempted to make their efcape ; in 
.Joing which they afforded the Dutchmen an opportunity of 

taking a cool and Cure aim. The family, of courfe, told the 
fame ftory as the mafter: What then remained to be done ? De,.. 
fertion had already begun, and threatened to become very ge
neral. It was, therefore, deemed advifeable to let the matter 
retl; and to fummon the troops in the neighbourhood to attend 
the funeral of the unfortunate men, whofe fate might operate aa 
a check to its further progrcfs.. 

It would feem, by the end which this fame Van Roy was 
doomed to make, that,_ as our immonal poet has finely ex
preffed· it,_ 

,. - E.YCO-banclcd jutlice• 
u Rctuma th' ingredients of our poifon'cl chalice· 
" To our own Upa.'' 
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He, in the fubfequent wan between the boors and Hottento~ 
was ihot through the head in his own houfe ; which waa after
wards burnt to the ground ; his propeny plundered and de
ftroyed, and his family reduced to extreme poverty. 

The fanguinary cbaratl:er of many of the African colonifls 
may be owing, perhaps, in a certain degree, to the circumftance 
of their having been foldiers in German regiments fcrving 
abroad; where the leaft relaxation from a rigicl fyftem of difci
pline is followed up by the greateft feverity of puniihmcnt. The 
foldier, having ferved out the time of his engagemtnt, which 
at moft is five years, is at liberty to demand his difcharge. If 
he is able to read and write, however indifferently, he uf ually 
finds employment, as fchoolmafter, in a boor's family; if not 
qualified for fuch a fituation, he either engages as a fort of fer
vant, or hires himfelf to Come butcher of the town, who feuds 
him to the extremities of the colony to colled iheep and cattle. 
In all thefe fituations he has the opponunity of making an inti
mate acquaintance with the boors, which generally leads to his 
marriage with one of their daughters. The parents of the gid 
fpare him a few iheep and cattle to commence with, on con
dition of their receiving half the produce as intereft, until he 
can repay the capital ; he looks out for a place, as it is called, no
matter where, whether within or without the limits of the co
lony, and builds for himfelf a hut; with his cattle are configned 
to him, at the fame time, and on the fame terms, as be fuppofes, 
a few little Hottentot children to look after them ; and on thefe 
little creatures, in the plenitude of bis power, fubje8: to no 
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controul, he exercifes the fame feverity <>f punilhment that 
his own irregularitiaa had incurred when he was in the ranks. 

A very confiderable portion of the inhabitants of the town 
is compofed of people of this defcription. Grown into afflu
ence by the general profperity that followed the conqueft of 
the fettlement, ferjeants, and corporals, and trumpeters, are now 
men of the firft confequence, keep their fiaves, and horfes, and 
carriages, and wallow in all the luxuries that the colony afford~ 
But though they afpire to the rank of gentlemen, they cannot 
difguife the cloven foot. They are grofs in their manners, and 
vulgar in their converfation. Their language, in the prefence 
of women, is fo coarfe and indecent, as would not be tolerated 
among civilized fociety. A fingle inftance of this will be fuffi .. 
cient to ihew to what a low degree of delicacy and refinement 
they are yet advanced. One of this vulgar herd, who is con
fidered as a great man in the Cape, took his wife and daughters 
to fee a whale, that had been thrown aihore near Green Point. 
It happened to be a female and was lying on its back. The 
burgher being ftruck with the near refemblace of certain parts 
to thofe of the.human fpecies, with great exultation, and in the 
moft vulgar and indelicate terms, pointed out his difcovery to 
the ladies, who feemed to reliili all the good jokes the burgher 
{aid on this occafion; and, in prefence of a number of fpell:a
tors, the old dame atluaJly affifted him in a very clofe, and by 
no means faperficial, examination into this fingular phenomenon 
in natural hiftory, which, among other properties, analogous to 
animals that fuckle their young, determined the great Linnzua 
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to affign a place to the whale in the fame ~lafs with human 
beings. 

By indolent habits, excefs of food, and fondnefs for indulging 
in fleep, they become no lefs grofs in their perfons, th?.n vul
gar in their manners. A young lady dcfcrihed the C.1pe and its 
inhabitants in very few words. De me,!fcben zyn moie dik e11 vet . 
de buizen moei wit en groen. " The people are all nice and plump; 
" the houfl1 are pre11ily whilew'!fhed and painted grem." I be
lieve there is no country in the world that affords fo large a 
proportion of unwieldy and bulky people; and I am certain 
there is none where the animal appetites are indulged with lefs 
r-eftraint, the moft predominant of which are eating and drink
ing, or where the powers of body or mind are capable of lefs 
exertion. " When the Devil catches a man idle he generally 
" fets him to work," is a proverb which is every day exempli
fied at the Cape of Good Hope. They are active only in mif
chief; and crimes again ft morality meet with applaufe if the 
end be fuccefsful. A man, who in his dealings can cheat his 
neighbour, is confidered as a Jlim meefch, a clever fellow ; even 
ftealing is not regarded as criminal, nor does it materially affect 
the character of the thief. Truth is not held as a moral virtue, 
and lying paifes for ingenuity. 

There is a great want of affection among near relations; it 
has been obferved, indeed, that there are fcarce1y two brothers 
in the Cape who will (peak to each other. The manner in 
which children are brought up, and in which the economy of 
a family is managed, is little favourable to focial intercourfe, or 
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likely to excite that harmony of fentiment and union of in
terefts which, in more civilized countries, are cherifhed and 
grow to maturity by the genial warmth and cheerfulnefs and 
comfort of a family fire-fide. Here the members of the fame 
fomily feldom meet together. The hufband, having flept the 
greateft part of the day, finds his bed irkfome in the morning 
and rifcs with the dawn. He takes his folitary cup of coffee, or 

fopie, or both, and fmokes his pipe ; then lounges about the 
houfe in his jlaap mutz and 11agt cabaay, his night cap and 
gown, or parades the jloop, or raifed platform before the door, 
in the fame drefs, with a Jong pipe ftuck in his mouth. 
About nine o'clock he takes a folid breakfaft, and a few glalfes 
of wine, continues to lounge about the houfe till dinner-hour, 
which is punl\:ually at twelve, or, if the weather be tempting, 
or any news ftirring, he walks out to meet his comrades. Im
mediately after dinner he goes to bed, rifes again at five or fix, 
makes or receives vifits, when he fmokes tobacco and drinks 
wine till nine o'clock, which is the fignal for every one to re
pair to his own houfe. Here a hot fupper, confifting of eight, 
ten, or even twenty {olid dHhes of fi{h and butcher's meat, 
drefi"ed in a variety of iliapes, is ready to receive him, f moking 
pn the tab)~. This is the favourite meal, to which he confiders 
all that he baa eaten and drunken and fmoked in the courfe of 
the day, as whets only to the appetite, and preparatives to the 
,grand feaft. 'thus day after day, 

,, The Jaiy glutton f'af'.e at home will keep, 
,. J,pdulge hia floth, and f'atf,ca with bia 1lccp.'' 

The 
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The good woman of the houfe rifes about the fame early 
hour with her huiband; takes her coffee alone ; fcolds the fiaves ; 
fets them their daily taik; dreffes for a vendutie or public fate, 
of which there are never fewer than three or four in the town, 
or its vicinity, every day of the week; comes home to dinner 
at twelve, and then goes to bed ; rifes again with her huiband, 
receives or pays vifits with him ; hut here they feparate ; the 
men drink and fmoke in one room; the women are left to them. 
felves in another. The poor children fcramble as well as they 
can among the flavea, to whom they are configned, one in one 
room, and another in another ; each, in the better fort of fa
milies, having its proper flave, called its aya, a Malay term, 
borrowed, perhaps, from the Portuguefe or Italian, fignifying 
nurfe or protecl:refs; and, by an inevitable confequence, the aya 
is looked up to through life with more affccl:ion than the na
tural parents. 

Little as character is regarded, they are extremely tenacious 
of their rank. More quarrels have arifen about ladies taking 
preccdency in the church, or placing their chairs neareft the 
pulpit, than on any other occafion. In the government of 
Lord Macartney a ferious difpute arofe on this fubject, between 
the ladies of the Landroft or Chief Magiftrate of the diftricl, 
and of the MinH\er of the parilh ; and memorial was prefented 
after memorial on both fides, ftating their mutual claims and 
mutual grievances. His Lordfuip, feeling the delicacy of inter
pofing his authority between two ladies of fuch high rank, re
commended a compromife, fuggefi:ing, in cafe that 1hould not.go 
down, that he would be under the neceffity of adopting the 
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decifion of the Emperor Charles the Fifth, when on a fome
what fimilar occafion he fettled a difpute of precedency be
tween two women of fa£hion at Bruffcls ; " Let the greateft fim-
1 ' pleton of the two have the pas;" which made the two 
ladies prodigioufly civil to each other ever afterwards, both 
fhiving which ihould give, inflead of take, the precedency. A 
Dutch nobleman, who is the only titled man in the colony, 
and who held in the old government one of the highen employ
ments, felt no degradation in affociating with butchers, nor in 
bef\owing the hand of his daughter on an attorney who, for 
his mal-praltices, had been publicly declared infamous by the 
Court of J uftice; but he would have thought himfelf difgraced 
if his wife and daughter were deprived of their rank in the 
church. 

There are, however, as muft be the cafe in every fociety, a 
number of worthy people i11 the colony, to whom the above 
obfervations do not apply : men, whofe talents and information, 
propriety of condult, and ftrilt integrity, would command re
f pelt in any part of the world; but the number of thefe is com
paratively fo fmall, as to make only an exception to the general 
charaller. I need fcarcely obferve, that thefe people met with 
that confideration and attention from the Britiih government to 
which they were entitled; whilft thofe of the other clafs expe
rienced the neglecl: and contempt they fo juftly deferved.-But 
to return to Klaas Stuurman and his party. 

From the barbarous treatment of the boors towards the Hot
tentots in their fervice, of which we had ourfelves been wit

neffcs 

Dig,llzed by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 107 

neCfes in many inftances, it would have been an all: of the 
greateft inhumanity to attempt to force thefe poor creatures 
back again upon their old mailers ; yet a very ferious dif
ficulty arofe, how to dif pofe of them. Part of the troops, that 
compofed the detachment under General Vandeleur, confified 
of the ftrength of the Hottentot corps, otherwife called the 
Cape regiment. This body of men had been partly formed 
under the Dutch government, and, in fact, were the only fer
viceable troops that oppofed the Britith forces in the pafs of 
Muyfenberg, where they acted with fpirit, though unfupported. 
After the capitulation, General Sir James Craig found it expe
dient, for many reafons, to take them into the Britith fervice, 
and to increafe their numbers. He confidered in the firft place, 
that, from their rooted antipathy to the boors, they could al
ways be employed as ufeful agents to quell any difturbances 
that might arife in the difiant difiricts. He faw, alfo, that they 
were capable of being formed into excellent foldiers. In thort, 
after an experience of near two years, the character he gave 
them was that of an orderly, tractable, and faithful body of 
men; ready on all occafions to obey the orders of their officers 
with cheerfulnefs and alacrity. And they have fince thewn 
thcmfelves highly deferving of the favourable teilimony of Sir 
James Craig. During three years' fervice in the diftant diftrilt 
of Graaf Reynet, in the courfe of which time they were re~ 
quired, by an unfortunate and unavoidable train of events, to 
all: againft their own countrymen and comrades, they never 
thrunk from their duty, and, if I recollect right, one fingle maQ 
only deferted in the whole corps. 

p 2 A.Hot-
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A Hottentot is capable of ftrong attachments ; with a readi
nefs to acknowledge, he poff elfes the mind to feel, the force of 
a benevolent action. I never found that any little act of kind
nefs or attention was thrown away upon a Hottentot; but, on 
the contrary, I have frequently had occafion to remark the joy 
that fparkled on his countenance, whenever an opportunity oc
curred to enable him to difcharge his debt of gratitude. I give 
full credit to all that Monfieur Le V aillant has· faid with regard 
to the fidelity and attachment he experienced from this race of 
men ; of whom the natural character and dif pofition feem to ap
proach nearer to thofe of the Hindus than of any other nation. 

Is it not then a moft unaccountable circumftance, that 
the Dutch fhould have given the preference to a race of men, 
of talents much inferior, and whofe temper, always capricious, 
becomes on night provocations cruel and revengefuH-1 mean 
the Malay flaves. The negroes of Mofambique and of Mada
gafcar are hannlefs and ftupid on their firft arrival, but foon 
become cunning and dHhoneft by intercourfe with their elder 
brethren. In full poffeffion of all the vices that muft infallibly 
refult from the condition of flavery, there is yet no part of the 
world where the domeftic fiaves of every defcription are fo 
well treated, and fo much trufted, as at the Cape of Good Hope. 
They are better clothed, better fed, and infinitely more comfort
able than any of the peafantry of Europe. Yet fuch are the 
bad effects, which the condition of flavery produces on the 
mind, that they are incapable of feeling the leaft fpark of gra
titude for good and gentle ufage, whilft, under the fevere hand 
of a rigid and cruel mafter, they become the beft of flaves. It 
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is an axiom or {elf-evident truth, that f uch are and always will 
be the confequences of degrading man to the loweft of all con
ditions, that of being made the property of man. 

The Dutch ufe little prudence or precaution with regard to 
their domeftic fiaves: in the fame room where tbefe are affem
bled to wait behind their mafter' tJ chairs, they difcufs their crude 
opinions of liberty and equality without any referve ; yet they 
pretend to fay that, juft before the Englilh got poffeffion of the 
Cape, and when it was generally thought the French would be 
before-hand with us, the fla ves who carried the fedan chairs, 
of which no lady is l,Vithout one, ufed very familiarly to tell 
their mifirelfes, " We carry you now, but by-and-by it will 
" be your tum to carry us." The proportion of flaves to 
whites, of both fexes and all ages, in the town, is not more than 
two to one; but that of fiave men to white men is near five 
to one. 

The field flaves belonging to the farmers are not, however, 
nearly fo well treated as thofe of the town ; yet infinitely better 
than the Hottentots who are in their employ. The farmer, in
deed, having a life-intereft in the one, and only five-and•twenty 
years in the other, is a circumftance that may explain the dif
ference of treatment. The one, alfo, is convertible property, 
an advantage to which they have not yet fucceeded in their at
tempts to turn the other. The country flaves, notwithA:anding, 
are ill fed, ill clothed, work extremely hard, and are frequently 
punHhed with the greateft feverity ; fometimes with death, when 
rage gets the better of prudence and compaffion. 

In 
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In a conntry where Chriflianr only are confidered as human 
beings, and where ftrong prejudices prevail, the negro has little 
chance of obtaining juftice. It has been obferved, with too 
much truth, that if a black fuould only ftrike a white, he runs 
the chance of being tortured and torn in pieces, on prefumptive 
proof that his intention was to murder; but if a white man 
murders a black belonging to himfe]f, he puts him into the 
ground, and nothing more is faid about it ;-if he murders that 
of another, he has only to pay the owner his full value; unlefs, 
indeed, the owner fuould be inexorable and bring the criminal 
before the Court of J uftice, a caf e which I believe has not yet 
happened. Such is the diftribution of juftice between a man 
compelled to be a flave, and one born to be free! 

We had little doubt that the greateft number of the Hottentot 
men, who were atfembled at the bay, after receiving favour
able accounts from their comrades of the treatment they expe
rienced in the Britifu fervice, would enter as volunteers into this 
corps ; but what was to be done with the old people, the wo
men, and the children l Klaas Stuurman found no difficulty in 
making a provifion for them. " Reftore," fays he, " the coun
" try of which our fathers have been def poiled by the Dutch, 
" and we have nothing more to aflt." I endeavoured to con
wnce him how little advantage they were likely to derive from 
the potfeffion of a country, without any other property, or the 
means of deriving a fubfiftence from it: but he had the better 
of the argument. " We lived very contentedly," faid he, 
" before thefe Dutch plunderers molefted us; and why fhould 
" we not do fo again, if left to ourfelves l Has not the Groot 
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" Baas (the Great Maller) given plenty of grafs-roots, and her
" rics, and grafhoppers for our ufe ; and, till the Dutch de
" ftroyed them, abundance of wild animals to hunt ? And will 
" they not return and multiply when thefe deftroyers· are 
" gone?" ·we prevailed, however, upon Klaas to deliver up 
t~ir arms, and, in the mean time, to follow the troop& until 
fome arrangement could be made for their future welfare. 

Proceeding on our marcb, along the banks of the Sunday 
River, and among the vaft thickets that almoft entirely covered 
this part of the country, we fell in with a prodigious number of 
KafTers with their cattle, belonging, as they told us, to a pow
erful chief named Congo. This man was at the head of all the 
other emigrant chiefs who had fled from the KafTer country, 
eaftward-of the Great Fifh River, on account of fome enmity 
fubfifiing between them and their King_ @ with whom I 
had, in vain, attempted, in company of the Landroft, to bring 
about a reconciliation two years before. As the pofition he now 
occupied not only encroached very much upon the territorial 
rights of the colony, but was alfo far within the line acl:ually in
habited by the Dutch boors, we deemed it expedient to endeavour 
to prevail upon him to move towards the eaftward ; and for this 
purpofe, we fent a meffenger to requeft that" he would give us 
the meeting. The anfwer brought back fignified, that he did 
not care to come alone, and that he defired to know, if we had 
any objections to receive him at the head of a certain number of 
his people. The meffenger being told he might bring with him 
any number of his attendants not exceeding thirty, he lhortly 
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made his appearance at the head of a party to that amount, each 
armed with a haifagay or fpcar. 

On being told how nece£fary it was, for the fake of preferving 
tranquillity, that he fuould quit his prefent ftation among the 
boors, he replied, with great firmnefs, that the ground he then 
flood upon was his own by inheritance, for that his father had 
been cheated out of it by a Dutch Landro{\: of Graaf Reynet; 
that, however, being defirous of remaining in friendfuip with 
the Engli{h, he would remove eaftward in the courte of three 
days ; but that it was impoffible for him to crofs the Great 
Fifu River, as there was a deadly hatred, or, as he exprelfed it, 
there was blood between Gaikt1 and himfl!f; and that Gaika was 
then much too powerful for him. 

The decided tone in which he fpoke, at the head of his f mall 
party, when furrounded by Britifh troops; his prepolfeffing coun
tenance, and tall mufcular figure, could not fail to excite a 
fi:rong intereft in his favour. An open and manly deportment, 
free from fufpicion, fear, or embarraffment, feems to characterize 
the Kaffer chiefs. Though extremely good-humoured, bene
volent, and hof pitable, they are neither fo pliant nor fo paf
five as the Hottentot. The poorer fort are fometimes led to 
feek for fervice among the boors, and engage themfclves for fo 
many moons in confideration of fo many head of cattle ; and 
they never fuffer themfelves to be duped out of their hire like 
the eafy Hottentots. The converfation with Congo ended by 
recommending him to withdraw his people and their cattle from 
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the hanks of the Sunday River, to which he gave a kind of rc
lull:ant affent. 

The whole of the party that accompanied this chief were tall, 
upright, and well made men; affording a clear proof that ani
mal food is by no means neceffary to promote the gr-0wth of 
the human fpecies; or to add ftrcngth of fibre to the mufcular 
parts of the body; on the contrary, reafoning from the general 
make and ftaturc of the Dutch boors, who gorge themfelves 
with animal food floating in fat, from morning till night, 
one would be apt to conclude, that fo far from being neceffary; 
it is not even conducive to ftreogth of mufc1e; but that its only 
tendency was to produce a laxity of the fibres, a fluggi1h habit 
of body, and extreme corpulency ; for the Dutch boors, though 
of a monftrous fize, poffefs neither firength nor aclivity. Per
haps, indeed, thefe two qualities may be confidered as correla
tives, and that the defect of the former may be more owing to 
a want of the latter than to the nature of their food. Thofe, 
perhaps, who have been accuftomed to obferve the peafantry on 
the north-weft coaft of Ireland, a tall, ftrong, and brawny race. 
of men, fubfifting on butter-milk and potatoes, wiJl think it un
oeceffary to produce the Kaffers as inftances of the above re
mark; it may ferve, however, to 1hew that difference of cli'\ 
mate has no power to alter the general principle, and that the 
fame caufe produces the fame effect in the northern parts of Eu
r-0pe and in the fouthern comer of Africa. 

Milk in a curdled ftate is the principal food of the Kaffen. 
To this they fometimes add a few gramineous roots, berries of 
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various kinds, the feeds of the Strelitzia Reginte, and the pith 
of a large palm to which botaniA:s have given the name of 
Zamia. I obferved alfo large tuberous roots, each the fize of a 
man's head, of a fpongy fubfiance and an auA:ere pungent tafte,. 
but I was not able to trace the plant of which they were the· 
roota. They rarely kill any of their cattle unlefs on particular 
occafions.. They poffefs no other domeftic animals to yield 
them food. In the whole Kaffer country there is neither theep 
nor goats, pigs nor poultry. They cultivate no kind of grain 
nor vegetables on this fide of the Great Fifh River, and 
very little on the other fide ; but the Kaffer tribes, more to the 
weftward, are very confiderable horticulturifts. The commif
fioners, font out by the Briti£h government in the year 1801,.. 

to endeavour to procure a fupply of draught oxen, found ex
tenfive fields of a f pecies of HoJcus near the city Lettakoo, the 
capital of a tribe of Kaffers calJed Boojhooa11a1, fituate at the 
diftance of fixteen days' journey beyond the Orange River, in~ 
the direction of north-eaft from the Cape. 

In the official report of the commiffioners, delivered to· Ge
neral Dundas, their entrance into this city is thus defcribed :
" Paffing through feveral large traas of ground, that were laid 
" out and cultivated like fo many gardens, we arrived about 
" noon at the city of Leetakoo, not a little aftonithed to find, in 
" this part of the world, a large and populous city. We pro
" ceeded to the refidence of the chief, whofc name was Moo. 
" liaban, where we found him, with the elders of the place, 
" feated on a plain that was cnclofed with wood ••.• he offered 
" us fomc curdled milk. After the reception he conduaed us 
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·" to hie habitation, and introduced us to his wives and chit
., dren; here alfo we faw numbers of women, who gazed at 
" us with aftoni{hment. His houfe, like all the reft in, the 
" town, waa buUt in a circular form, being about fixteen feet 
•' in diameter. The bottom part, to the height of four feet 
" from the ground, was ftone laid in clay, and wooden Jpars 
" creeled at certain diftancee. On the caft fide of the circle, 
" about the fourth part of the houfe was open, the other three
" fourths entirely clofed. A round pointed roof covered the 
'' whole tn the form of a tent, well thatched with long reeds, 
" or with the {\raws of the holcua. From the centre to the 
" back part of the houfe, a circular apartment is made off, 
" with a narrow entrance into it, where the head of the fa. 
" mily takes his nightly reft.; the other members of the family 
" fieep in the fore part, or between the large and fmall circles 
•' of t~ houfe. All the houfes were enclofed by pallifades ; 
4' and the fpace between thefe and the dwelling ferves for a· 
" granary and ftore for their grain and pulfc. Thefe granaries 
" were conftrull:ed in the form of oil jars, of baked clay, the 
n capacity of each being at the lcaft two hundred gallons; and 
'' they were f upported on tripoda, compofed of the fame ma
" terlal, •which raifed them about nine inches above the ground. 
" They were covered with a round ftraw roof ercll:ed on poles, 
" and fufficiently high to admit an opening into the Jars, the 
" upper edges of which were from five to fix feet from the 
" ground. 

" We walked through the town and obferved that both: 
" within ic, and on every fide, were plantations of that fpecies 
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" of Mimofa which conftitutes the principal food of the Ca
" melopardalis. We efi:imated the city to be, in its circum
ec ference, as large as Cape Town, with all the gardens of Table 
" Valley ; but it was impoffible to afcertain the number of 
" houfes, on account of the irregularity of the ftreets, and low
" nefs of the bnildings, but concluded they muft amount fome
" where between two and three thoufand, of the fame kind,. 
" but not fo large, as that of the chief. The whole population, 
" including men, wo_men, and children, we confidered to be 
"- from ten to fift-een thoufand fouls. Tracing our route from 
'' the laft place in the Roggeveld, upon Mr. Barrow's map, and 
" continuing the fame fcale, we calculated the fituation of 
'' LeetaJoo to be in latitude 26° 30' fouth, and longitude 27° oo'· 
" eaft from Greenwich." 

The women here-, as wetl as among the eallern Kaffers,. 
and indeed in all nations juft emerged from a favage A:ate, 
went through all tile hard· labour and drudgery that was re
quired for the fupport ef the family. They not only performed 
the taflt of breaking up the ground with a kind of hoe made 
of iron, and afterwards planted it, but they conA:rufied their 
habitations, and collected the materials that were necdfary for 
the fame. They reaped the grain, cleared it from the hulk, 
and laid it up in the granaries, which, with other earthen pots 
and waoden veffels, were the work of their. hands. The men 
prepare the !kins and hides which ferve for lhoes, and make 
them up into cloaks for thcmfelves, their wives, and children;. 
they attend alfo the-catde, milk the cows, and hunt the ante-
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lopes and other game, with a weapon called the Hail"agai, which 
is ufed alfo in battle. 

J obferved, in the former vofume, that the KafFers were not 
the aborigines of the fouthern angle of Africa; tf:iat they might, 
perhaps, derive their origin from fome of thofe wandering tribes 
of Arabs known by the name of Beduins. I am more thaa 
ever convinced they are of Arabic origin. Their paftoral habits
and manners. their kind and friendly reception to ftranger.s, 
their tent-thaped houfes, the remains of Ulamifm difcoverable 
in one of its ftrongeft features, the circumcifion of male chil'
dren, univerfally pracl:ifed among the Kaffer hordes, all denote
their affinity to the Beduin tribes. Their countenance alfo is 
Arabic; the colour only differs, which in fome tribes varies
from deep bronze to jet black, but moft generally the latter is· 
the prevailing colour. Nor can I fuppofe they owe this colour
to their connecl:ion with thofe blacks which are ufually called Ne
groes, as they have no refemblance,. in any part of the body, 
to the peculiar conformation of this race of human beings. To 
the Ethiopeans or Abyffinians they have a much clofer re
femblance. 

The public will lhortly have an opportunity of forming z 
better judgment, than by any defcription I can convey, of the
Kaffer countenance and figure, from the accurate pencil of Mr. 
S. Daniell, who accompanied the above-mentioned commiffion
ers, and who is preparing for-publication a fet of valuable prints, 
which are meant to def-cribe the characl:er and coftume of the· 
variou1 tribes of natives that environ the Cape fettlement, toge-
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thcr with accurate and f pirited figurea of the quadrupeds men
tioned in my former volume, with others hltherto undefcribed, 

How far the • belt of country extends in width acrofs the 
-fouthern part of Africa, inhabited by the Kafrers, is not e"acUy 
·known, but the points on each coaft are fufficiently afcertained 
to which they do not extend. To the fouthward of the Portu .. 
gueze fettlement of Rio de la Goa, the natives are Kafrers ; but 
from the defcription given of them they appear to be a dege• 
,nerated race. They ar-c ho.wever fr« 1 nor has Portugueze 
avarice yet dared to attempt to make them fiaves. This is not 
the cafe to the northward. At Mozambique and Sotfala the 
black people arc all negroes, not, however, at the prefent day., 
natives of the fea-coaft, but (uch ae arc brought down from the 
interior as articles of trade. From Mozambi,quc they have now, 
aa appears from the information Qf a Portugueze tlave merchant, 
a direc\: communication acrofa the continent with their fettle
mcnta of Congo, Loango, and Benguela, on the weft coaft, be
tween which ncgro merchants are cft1blUhed in different parta 
of the country. So that there arc no Kaft"era in tbo line of thla 
route. 

The commifiioncra, from whore report I have above quoted, 
were informed at LeetaAoo that another powerful tribe of the fame 
nation, called the Baro/001 dwelt at the diftance of eight or ten 
dJys' journey farther to the northward, Reckoaing the average 
of a day's journey to be twenty milea, we iliiU find the .Bar"lo01 
Inhabiting the country under the fouthern tropic ; and we may 
conclud~, from the following information which MJ, Truter 
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r.eceived of this people, that they ar.e not the laft to the north
ward. He was told, " That they were of a kind and friendly 
" difpofition ; that their town was fo extenfive, that if a perfon 
" fet out in the morning from one extremity, and travelled. 
" to the other, he would not be able to return before the fol
" lowing day ; that this town contained many thoufand inha
" bitants ; that the people were very ingenious in carving of 
" wood, and that they had furnaces for fmelting both copper 
" and iron·; that they were exceedingly rich in cattle ; their 
" gardens and lands were better cultivated, and their dwellings
" much fuperior to thofc, of Leetakoo." The Damarar alfo, 
whom I mentioned in my former travels to be in polfeffion of 
the art of f melting copper from the ore, as well as I could co Ilea 
from report, are inhabitants of the Tropic ; and they are com~ 
plete Kaffers, differing in nothing from thc,fe on the eaftern 
coaft. I fhould fuppofe, therefore, that a line drawn from the 
24th parallel of latitude on the eaft coaft, to the 20th on the 
weft, may mark the boundary,. or nearly fo, between the K.affers 
and the negroes. 

The late Colonel Gordon was of opinion, that a line from 
Cape Negro, on the weft coaft, to Cape Corientes on the eaft, 
marked the boundaries between the Kaffers and the negroes ; 
but in this he was obvioufly mift.aken ; a line from thefe two 
points including Portugueze fettlements on both fides, that on 
the eaft coaft being known to be inhabited by the fame kind of 
ftupid negroes that are natives of Mofambique. Nor have we 
any reafon for fuppofing that, by the Portugueze taking pof
feffion of Rio de. la Goa, the Kaffers have. been driven in to-

wards 
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wards the Cape of Good Hope ; for Vafco de Gama found the 
inhabitants of thh pa1"t of the coaft of a copper or brown co
lour, clothed in cotton, in filk, and fatin bonnets; and a little 
further to the northward he met with Indian 1hips having on 
board both compaffes and charts. The Arabs, in fact, at that 
time, had po{foffio11 .of all .the coaft from Cape Corientes to the 
Red Sea1 

The tribe of Congo appeared to be very prolific; children, 
in f warms, iff ued from the thickets ; and fuch as were under the 
a,ge of eight or nine years were perfectly naked; they exhibited 
no appearances of being fcantily fed, but, on the contrary, werej 
plump and healthfuL 

J uft the rever{e was the condition of their dogs. Thefe ani
mals were the moft lean and miferable looking creatures I ever 
beheld, and their numbers feemed little inferior to tbofe of the 
children. It ia a fortunate circumftance for the Kaffers, and 
equally fo for the colonifts, who arc no lefs fond of dogs than 
the former, that, notwithftanding the heat of the climate, the 
canine madnefe, with its concomitant and.remarkable fymptom 
the hydrophobia or dread of water, is totally unknown. One 
of the gr.eateft nuifancea in Cape Town is the number of dogs 
that ptowl about the ftreets {acknowledging no mafter) particu
larly by night, when they quit their dens and lurking places, in 
qucft .of the offala of butchers' ihopa. In this refpea, however, 
tbey are of ufe, for the lazy Dutchman conceives he has done his 
part by cafting them out of the fiaughter-houfe into the ftreet. 
Jlefore th~ EnglHh brought in a garrifon of five thoufand men, 
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the head, the heart, the liver, &c. were all included among the 
offals; but an increafe in the confumption having caufed an 
increafe in the price of butchers' meat, thefe parts of the animal 
have, of late, been fold as well as the carcafe ; and the dog& ha\'e 
confequently lc:fs to clear away. Sometimes the woh·es and 
hyenas defcend from their dens in the Table Mountain, and 
dif pute the f poil with the dogs: at fuch times the town re• 
founds with their hi<leous bowlings the whole night lonb. 

The circumfiance of Southern Africa being free from the 
canine madnefs, and alfo from the f mall pox, would lead one 
to conclude that neither the one nor the other of thefe difeafes 
were of fpontaneous origin ; but that ac\.ual biting in the one 
cafc, and al\:ual contall: in the other, were necelfary for their 
production. Whatever may have been the caufe that firft 
created thofe <lifeafes, it fhould feem fuch caufe has not, yet 
exifted here, or that the climate is unfavourable for its opera
tion. Twice fince the foundation of the colony the fmall pox 
have been brought into it, and both times have committed 
dreadful havock among the fettlers. That fuch will always be 
the fatal effel\:s, may readily be imagine<l among fo grofs a peo
ple, unprepared for the reception of the difcafe, and ignorant 
how to treat it; but it is not fo eaf y to conceive in what qtan
ner they got rid of it. I believe it is now forty years fince the 
laft time it made its appearance. All the old Kaffers, I obferved, 
were ftrongly marked with it ; the difeafc, they fay, was brought 
among them by a fhip that was f\randed on their coaft ; and I 
thould conclude it has vifited them fince the time it was laft 
brought into Cape Town, as the chief Congo, who could not, 
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when we faw him, be above thirty years of age, was marked 
with the fmall pox. It is uther fingular that a difeafe, which 
is fuppofcd to have originated in the northern parts of this con
tinent, and from thence dilfeminated jnto eve~y corner of the 
world, iliould neither be endemic in the fouthern extremity of 
the fame continent, nor its contagious effects, when carried 
thither, of permanent duration. 

I am aware that fome modern authors have traced the origi1t 
or the fmall pox to Arabia,. where it was common at the time 
of the flight from Mecca; but I think Doctor Mead0s opinion 
more probable, that, at a much earlier period it prevailed, along 
with the: plague, in Ethiopia and other inland countries of 
Northern Africa. For had a difeafe of fo contagious a nature 
been endemic in Arabia, in the beginning of the feventh cen
tury, when the inhabitants of this country were the carriers of 
the eaflern, and the conquerors of the weflern world, its bane
ful effects would Cooner have been experienced in foreign na ... 
tions. That the Saracens and Arabians were the means of dif
perfing it through the world, there can be little doubt. The 
Chinefe, according to their own annals, had it from the latter 
in the tenth century ; and as Doctor Mead· has obferved, in the 
beginning of the twelfth century it gained vaft ground by 
means of the wars waged by a confederacy of the Chriftfan 
powers againft the Saracens for the recovery of the Holy Land; 
" This being," fays the Doclor, " the only vifible recompence 
" of their religious expeditions, which they brought back to 
" their ref pective countries." The Ethiopians being a race 
of people altnoft unknown,. and iliut out from all commerce 
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with the reft of the world, will account for its long confinement 
to its native foil. 

That canine madnefs is not owing to heat of ctimate, as we 
are apt to fuppofe in England, may be inferred from its non
exifience in Egypt, in the \Vefi India. ifland$, and other tropical 
fituations, as well as at the Cape of Good Hope. 

From the banks of the Sunday River to head-quarters in 
Bruyntjes Hoogte, little occurred thcrt was worthy of notiee. 
The obfcrvation I formerly made, that men and other animals 
in Southern Africa appear to incrcafe in their bulk, in propor
tion to the elevation .of the country of which they are inha
bitants, was forcibly exemplified in our journey from the 
Zuure Veld to Bruyntjes Hoogte. On the plains of the for
mer, ftretching along the fea-coall, feldom fuhjel\: to long 
drought, and well covered with grafs, the cattle are generally 
lean and of a diminutive fize, and {heep will fcarcely exift. On 
the heights-of the latter, where half the forface of the ground 
is naked, and the grafs found only here and there in tufts, they 
have the finell oxen, without exception, in the whole colony, 
and 1hecp equal to thofe of the fnowy mountains. Nor are 
thefe heights lefs favourable to the growth of the human fpecies. 
There is fcarcely a family in v. hich fome part of it has not ar-
1ived to a very unufual fize. But <.>f all the monftrous beings 
I ever beheld, in the thape of a human creature, was a woman 
of the name of Van Vooren. So vaft was her bulk that, al
though in perfea health, free from rheumatic or other local 
~omplainta, and under forty years of age, the had not been 
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able to walk for the laft twelve years of her life; nor, what 
was fiill more extraordinary, to raife herfdf to a fitting po£'.. 
ture upon the bed without the hdp of a fiick, tied by the 
middle with a firing, and fufpended from the roof. Her arm, 
above the elbow, meafured 23 Dutch inches, or 2J~ Engli{b, 
in circumference. Yet, in this helplefs and deplorable fituation·, 
Mademoifelle, for fhe was an unmarri~d lady, contrived U> 

fulfil the end of her creation, by bringing into the world a 
fine healthy chi-Id. The fate, h0wever, of this extraordinary 
perfon, as ( have fince been informed, was attended with very 
melancholy circumfiances. ln the fubfequent wars between 
die boors and the Hottentots, the houfe in which fhe lived was 
attacked and fet on hre. All the reft of the family effected· their 
£fcape, except this unfortunate creature, whom they found it 
impoffible, on account of her fize, to get through the door-, 
and were therefore under the neceffity of leaving to perilh iii 
the flames. 

From Bruyntjes Hoogte we proceeded' to the-KafFer frontier. 
The Great Fifh River was now fo low, that except in thofe 
places where it ftood in deep holes, we could crofs it-without 
wetting our feet. Not a fingle hippopotamus was now to be 
feen in any of thofe holes, where, on my former vifit, they were 
fo abundant. I fuf pee\: the-y occafionally migrate tG other riven, 
and if fo it muft be over land, as the fea affords no fubfiftence 
for them, nor does i~ appear that they can long remain in falt 
water neat' the mouths of rivers. It is certain• at leaft; that 
they always quit fuch fituations at night, and travel ove-r land, 
fometimes many miles, in fear.eh of frelh water. So that the, 
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Dutch name of fla-cow is equally improper as their ancient ap
pellation of hippopotamus or river-horfe. The river rhinofceros 
would be a more appropriate name than any other, although it 
lias no horns upon its nofe, which obtained for the land animal 
the appellation of the no.fa-horn, e,110.. x.~~tr. With the natural 
hHlory and habits of this extraordinary amphibious animal (if 
I may be allowed to call it fo}, we are very imperfectly ac
quainted ; nor have I feen any figure that c0nvcys an accurate 
reprefcntation of its character~ fhape, and magnitude, except in 
a drawing made from nature by Mr. Daniell, from which a 
print will appear in his intended publication. Nor do I know 
of any good figure of the African rhinofceros, which is altoge
ther different from that of India covered with its hiJe of mail. 
The fkin of the two-horned rhinofceros is comparatively fmooth, 
and has none of the folds fo remarkable in• that of the one
horned fpecies; but it i.s fo thick that the Dutch boors cut out 
of it their largefi:fambocr or horfe-rods, which, if well prepared~ 
are better than thofe of the hippopotamus, and tranf parent as 
amber. The head of this animal is very remarkable. Not only 
the horns fit upon the nofe, but the eyes alfo• are placed in it, 
heing direc\ly under the root of the larger horn ; and they are fo 
minute, that one would fuppofe them of little ufe to fo huge a 
creature. But nature, always provident,has reme died this feem
iog inconvenience by placing them in projecting fockets, in 
which they turn in all directions like thofe of the little came
leon. Had the eye been placed in the ufual part of the face, 
juft below the projecting forehead, which is very large, the 
vifual rays would have embraced only about 180 degrees, or 
half of the horizon ; whereas, in their. prefent pofition; they 
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have a much greater fcope, being able, I fhould {uppofe, with• 
out any motion of the head, to fweep from 260 to 270 d~. 
grces. Of two varieties of tbis animal Mr. Daniell has made 
excellent drawings, in one of which the upper horn is almofl 
as large a& the lower, and is pointed towards it. 

Having collected the forces that had been ftationed along the 
hanks of the Great Fiili River, we fet out upon our return to 
Algoa Bay. On approaching the Sunday River, and perceiv
ing that the Kaffers had made no preparations for departing, it 
was thought ad vifable to renew the meffage to their chief Congo. 
In the mean time the troops and .the waggons proceeded on 
their march. After waiting fame time the meffenger returned 
without b~ing able to fpeak to the chief. Whatever reluctance 
Congo had difcovered to quit the fiation he had taken up among 
the colonifis, it never entered into our calculations that he would 
be raili and imprudent enough to commence an attack againfi a 
large body of regular troops. Such, however, was the ftep he 
chofe to take, at the infiigation, as we afterwards found, of fome 
-0f the rebel boors, who had fled amongft his people, in preference 
of appearing before the General in Bruyntjea Hoogtc. Juft as 
we came up with the main body a fudden alarm was raifed in 
the rear. A Hottentot driver of one of the waggons was killed 
by a haffagai that had been thrown at him by fame perfon 
pofied in ambuili. Kaffers began to appear in great numbers 
on all the heights, collell:ing, apparently, with a view to attack 
us; and feveral were obferved clofe upon us lurking in the 
bullies. Being at this awkward junaure in a narrow defile, 
choaked almoil with brt1lhwood. and furrounded with Kaffera, 

we 

Digitized by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

we found it neceffary to difcharge two or three rounds of grape 
from two field.pieces, in order to clear the thickets. 

The fituation of the country became more and more embar
raffing. • It was a point that required fome management to pre
vent a junction between the Kaffers, urged by the rebel boors 
to this ac\: of aggreffion, and the diffatisfied Hottentots, that 
were every where flying from the perfecutions of their mafters. 
To get the latter down• to the plains near Algoa Bay, as fpeedily 
as poffible, was the moft advifable meafure; accordingly, ac
companied by a few dragoons, I took charge of the Hottentots 
and their cattle, and w,e purfoed our journey to the fouthward; 
whilft the General marched back into the Zuure Veld, in order 
to pick up a party of infantry that had been fiationed there, 
with a view of cutting off' a retreat of the boors into the KafFer 
tountry .. 

Whether it happened that, in paffing through the woods, we 
had picked up fome of the cattle belonging to the Kaffers, or 
that they had a defign upon thofe of the Hottentots that were 
Jriven before us, is not certain; but on our arrival, towards the 
evening, at Zwart Kop's River, a number of the Kaffcrs were 
obferved lurking among the fhrubbery. About the middle of 
the night,. the centinel, which we had placed by way of precau. 
tion, gave the alarm of an enemy. Upon this a ferjeant of dra• 
goons obferving fomething move in the dark,. rufhed into the 
bufhes, and, firing his piftol, brought a man to the ground. It 
was a young well.looking Kaffer about fix feet high. He made 

great efforts to remain on his feet, but weakened by lo(s of 
blood, 
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blood, he could not fiand without fupport. On examining his 
woun<l, we found the ball had entered juft below the fhouldec 
blade, and paOed through the right breafi. \Vith fome difficulty 
we contrived to flop the hemorrhage, and to bind up the wound, 
after wathing it well with milk and water. From the diflor
tions of countenance, and the large <lrops of fweat that ran 
over his body, it was very evident that he fuft~red a vio!ent de
gree of pain ; but he neither vented a figh nor a groan, nor 
could be prevailed upon to open his lips, although fpoken to in 
his own language by a Hottentot interpreter. \Ve caufed him 
to be carried into a clean flraw hut, and milk in a curdled ftate 
to be brought to him, but he refufed it. At an early .hour in 
the morning I went to the hut to inquire after the patient's 
health, but he was gone. The cojfray, or infidel, at the point 
c.:f death, thought it fafer to crawl into the woods, thau to re
main in the hands of Chriftians. 

From Zwart Kop's River we proceeded to a plain that is con
tiguous to Algoa Bay, where, to our great aftouithment, we 
found the whole of the boors and their families a!fembled, who 
had been plundered by the Hottentots, with their cattle and 
waggons and the remains of their property, waiting our arrival; 
in order, as they faid, to daim protection againft the heathens. 
It was a painful fituation to be thus placed between two parties, 
each daiming protection, and each vowing vengeance againft 
the other, without po!feffing the means of keeping them 
afunder. My whole ftrength confifted in about a dozen dra
goons; the Hottentots, great and fmall, amounted to upwards 
of five hundred ; and the boors, with their families, to about 
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one hundred and fifty. Fortunately the Rattlefnake was frill 
in the bay, and I obtained from Captain Gooch twenty armed 
feamen; and, the more effed:ually to keep the contending par
ties in order, I caufed a fwivcl gun to be mounted on a poft im
mediately between the boors and the Hottentots. 

In this fiate, after many days anxiety, in which none pafl"ed 
without quarrels and bickerings between the boors and Hotten
tots, I received a letter from General Vandeleur, {lating, that the 
Kaffers, inlligated by the rebel boors, had been led to the bold 
meafure of attacking his camp near Bosjefman's River, for the 
fake, as he fuppofed, of obtaining a fupply of gunpowder; that 
the latter had kept up a pretty brHk fire from behind the bullies, 
but that the Kaffers finding it ufelefs to oppofe their long mif
file weapons againft mufquetry, retired for a moment but foon 
appeared again, rufhing forward upon the open plain, with the 
iron part only of the Haffagai in their hands. That, however, 
after feveral rounds of grape from the field-pieces, and the fire 
of the infantry, by which numbers were killed, they retreated 
into the thickets. 

Thefe people foon perceived of how much greater advantage 
was a fhort weapon to a mufcular arm, than a long miffile fpear,. 
whofe flow motion through the air makes it eafily to be avoided. 
The blade of the Roman f word, which once conquered the 
world, was only about fifteen inches long, and fuch a f word 
would, perhaps, at this awful moment, be well fuited for the 
nervous arm and the bold and invincible fpirit of a Briton. 
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The fame letter gave an account of an unfortunate affair that 
happened to Lieutenant Chumney and twenty men of the 81 ft 
regiment This officer had been detached towards the fea
coaft, and was returning to the camp at Bosjefman's River, 
when he was furprized among the thickets by a large party of 
Kaffers, who attacked them hand to hand with the iron part 
of their Haffagais, the wooden {haft being previoufly broken 
ofT. This young officer defended himfelf bravely tilt fixteen 
of his party were killed. The remaining four, with a Dutch 
boor, got into a waggon that accompanied the detachment, and 
arrived fafe at the camp. Poor Chumney was on horfeback, 
and when the waggon fet out had three Haff'agais fticking in his 
body. J.'inding himfelf mortally wounded, and perceiving that 
the whole aim of the enemy was directed towards him, he made 
a fign to the waggon to drive off; and turning his horfe, he fet 
off in a contrary direction, purfued by the whole body of Kaf
fers; afFording thus an opportunity for the fmall remaina of hia 
party to fave their lives by flight .. 

In this. fituation of afFajrs the rebel boors, affociated with the
KafFers, contrived to circulate a report among the Hottentots at 
Algoa Bay, that it was the intention of the Englifh to put them 
on board {hip, and to fend them to. the Cape. Such an idea 
created no fmall degree of alarm among thefe poor creatures ;. 
and I obferved on the following morning, that a great number 
had ftolen away in the night ; and, as we afterwards found, had 
joined the KafFers. This malicious and ill.judged conduct of 
the boors was the caufe of all the fobfequent misfortunes that 
befel themfelves and theh: countrymenl and ultimately brought 
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on their own defi:ruclion. For it not only defeated our inten
tion of carrying into effect fuch arrangements as were likely to 
have reconciled the two parties to each other; but it was, like
wife, the means of bringing together a collellive body of Kaf
fers and Hottentots, whofe firft fiep was to drive all the boors 
out of their fociety, to plunder them of the reft of their cattle, 
fet fire to their houfes, and put feveral of them to death. Hav
ing cleared the whole of the lower part of Graaf Reynet, they 
advanced into the diftricl: of Zwellendam. Their whole hatred 
was levelled againft the boors. Single dragoons carrying dif
patches have frequently been met by large parties of thefe plun
derers, and fuffered to pafs without moleftation. Even a houfe, 
which they difcovered at Plcttenberg's Bay to belong to an 
Englilh gentleman, they left undifiurbed, whilft all the rcft that 

fell in their way were burnt to the ground. 

The fame houfe, however, was afterwards plundered by a 
party of boors wbo had been collected by the magiftrates of 
Zwellendam to clear the difirid: of the Kaffers and Hottcntots. 
Thefe unprincipled men, either out of revenge, or from an 
irrefifiible impulfe to mifchief, broke open the houfe, carried 
away clothing and every thing that was portable, drank all the 
wine and fpirits they could find, and made themfelves com
pletely intoxicated. Yet the very men who committed thofe 
enormities, were, at that moment, under the impreffion that 
their deareft connexions {if it were poffible any thing could be 
dear to fuch men), their wives, and children, were mafiacred 
by the enemy, into whofe hands they knew them to have falle~ 
They had been met, it feems, a few days before, in a narrow 
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pafs by a party of Kaffers and Hottentots, and, ~s ufual, 011 

perceiving the enemy, mounted their horfes and galloped away 
as faft as they could, leaving their wives and children and wag
gons in the poffeffion of the robbers. 

No outrage nor injury were offered to the prifoners, but, on 
the contrary, as on all fimilar occafions, they were treated with 
ref peel:. They even dif patched a Hottentot after the fugitive 
boors to fay, that if they chofe to ranfom their wi vcs and chil,. 
dren for a fmall quantity of powder and lead, and a dozen head 
of cattle, they iliould inftantly be delivered up. It is natural 
to fuppofe that, under fuch circumftances, the ties of kindred 
affection would have fuperfeded all cE>nfiderations of prudence, 
and have ftifled refentment ; and that a propofal, w.hich hdu 
out fuch eafy terms for the recovery of their wives and chi}.. 
dren, would have been feized with avidity. This, hcwever,. 
was not the cafe. An African boor has no fuch feelings; his
paffions, uncontrolled by the powers of reafon or refleclion, 
are always predominant. One of the party, recognifing the 
Hottentot, thus fent to them, to have on~e been in his fervice,. 
and recolleaing he was now ftanding before him in the iliape 
of an enemy, and defencelefs, fired at once with rage and re
venge, fnatched up his mufquet in his hand, and iliot him dead 
upon the fpor. Intelligence of this atrocious all: was fpeedily 
conveyed, by the companion of the deccafed, to the Kaffers 
and Hottentots ; and it was reported, and believed, that they had 
in confequence put all the women and children to death. And 
under this impreffion, as I have before obferved, the huibands 
and fathers of thefe women and children broke open Mr. Cal-
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lander's houfe, and were dancing, in a fiate of intoxication, 
upon the green. The prifoners, however, were given up, not
withfianding the murder of the meffenger; for they difdained, 
as they told them, to take away the lives of the innocent; but 
that they fhould foon find an opportunity 6f avenging the death 
of their countryman upon their hufbands, together with the 
many injuries and oppreffions under which they bad fo long 
been labouring. 

It is painful to dwell on fubjec9:s that difgrace human nature, 
but as the atrocities of the African colonHl:s have hitherto 
efcaped the punifhment of the law, all that can be done is to 
expofe them to the horror and deteftation of mankind. The 
following ad fiated officially to government by Mr. Vander 
Kemp, a miffionary in Graaf Reynet, is enough to make one 
fhudder at the name of a Cape boor. This zealous and' inteUi
ligent man, on finding the Kaffers were not difpofed to profit 
by his infirucUons, efiablifi1ed himfelf under the fanclion of go,. 
vernment near the Sunday RiTer, in order to try his fuccefs 
with the more trac9:able Hottentots. His little village foon be
came an afylum for the poor fugitives, who, after their fltir
milhes with the boors, had concealed themfelves among the 
rocks and thickets. They now Bed to Mr. Vanoer Kemp as to 
a place of fecurity,' and to one on whom, being, as they con
fidered him to be, in the fervice of the Britifh government, 
they could place unbounded confidence. Among others, one 
poor fellow with his wife and child, in his way to the afylum, 
called at a boor's houfc in Lange Kloof of the name of Van 
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Roy, a relation of the man who Lhot the three deferters, to alk 
for a little milk for bis wife and child, who were nearly ex
haufted with hunger. The unfeeling mo11fter feized the man, 
and bringing a loaded mufquet, ordered a Hottentot in his fer
vice to fhoot him ; the Hottentot obftinately perfifting to refufe, 
the exaf perated boor fnatched the gun and fhot him dead upon 
the fpot, and then caufed the other Hottentot with his wife and 
child to be murckr.ed ! If, obferves Mr. Vander Kemp, atrocious 
deeds like thefe are to pafs with impunity, the unfortunate Hot
tentots, not knowing whom to truft, would be driven to defpera
tion, and a general infurrccl:ion would be the confequence. 

It is, indeed, much lefs f urprifing that this nation fhould, at 
length, be roufed to a f pirit of vengeance, than that it lhoulcl 
fo long and fo patiently have endured every fpecies of injury. 
As pretended friends, and mailers, the boors have always treated 
them with injuftice and oppreffion ; aa enemies, with barbarous 
inhnmanity. In their e,cpeditions againft the Bosjefmans, of 
which I have f po ken at large in the former volume, their chief 
aim i& to murder the men, and make the children fiaves. I can
not convey a better idea in what manner they have been accuf
tomed to condul\: their hoftile expeditions againft the KaJFers, 
than by infcrting a few articles of the inftrul\:ions, propofed by 
the Landroft of one of the diftricts, to be given to the com
mandant. 

" Article I ft. No unneceffary cruelty to be exercifed on the 
" prifoners, on pain-of exemplary punilhment. 

" Articl~ 

Dig,llzed by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

" Article 2d. The women and children, and d),ecia/ly thofe 
" of the KafFers, that may happen to fall into the hands of the 
" Commando, are not to be mal-treated, nor the children taken 
'' away; but, on the contrary, to be fafely returned by a proper 
" perfon to their refpective families, after the late example 
"jhewn by the Kefer1 at Plettenberg's Bay." (This alludes to 
the circumfl:ances 1 have already related.) 

" Article 3d. On the conqueft of any kraal (village) the huts 
" are not to be f et on fire, as ufual ; as there is every reaf on for 
" fuppofing that, to thi1 praaice alone, the burning and plun
" dering of our farm-houfes are to be afcribed. 

" Article 4th. './'he dead carrefe1 of the enemy are 1tDI to l,e 
u violated, as has ufually been the praclice of the evil-difpofed 
" part of the Commandos, by cutting them wjtb lmfou, /tybing 
" them with waggo11 whips, and hacking them with jlones; as 
" fuch condull: tends only to exafperate the enemy, and induces 
" them to commit murder. 

" Article 5th. It is not, perhaps, advifable for the boors, itt 
" the.fir.JI injlance, to take away the cattle of ~be Kaff'ers; be
" caufe, by doing this, the enemy will always be tempted to 
" hover round the Commando in order to watch a favourable 
" opportunity to retake them ; befides, to guard a confider
" able number of cattle, by requiring many men, weakens the 
" Commando.; they ought therefore to confine their operations 
" to the purfuit of the enemy, and to expel them the country. 
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" by which the 'U!hole of their cattle will, of cou,fi, fall into 
" the hands of the boors." 

This curious produll:ion concludes by obferving that, " al
" though all the above points have been repeatedly urged to 
" the Commandants, it will avail nothing unlefs they be en
" forced by the government." He might have added that, re
moved as they were out of the reach and infpell:ion of govern
ment, no recommendation nor orders would be attended to by 
men who were fo completely under the dominion of their brutal 
paffions. I fuould not have ventured to give the fourth article 
-of thefe extraordinary inftrud:ions as authentic, had it not ap
peared before me as an official document. The Britilh govern
ment was much too mild and moderate for .a fet of men of fo 
odious a characl:er as their own countryman has here defcribed 
them, in the .articles of his inftrud:ions. Such men will never 
become civilized until they are " ruled with a rod of iron." 
The moft lenient meafures, replete with every indulgence, have 
been tried without fuccefs. Not one fentiment of gratitude ever 
efcaped them for a full pardon of all their offences, and the 
remiffion of a large debt; on the contrary, rebellion raifed its 
bead in the fame moment that indulgence was extended. So 
confcious, indeed, are they of their wickednefs, that, whenever 
they efcape punifument, they conclude that the government no 
longer poifeifes the power of inflicllng it, and that it fpares 
them only becaufe it is convenient to let them alone. Yet to 
what a wretched conditioa might they be reduced by one fingle 
all: of the government ; forbidding them aU accefs to the Cape, 
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and depriving them of gunpowder; both of which might eafily 
and completely be effected by the fmall military poft at Algoa 
Bay. 

However defirable it might have been to apprehend and 
puni(h the rebels, who had inftigated the Kaffers to ac.ls of 
hoftility againft the Briti{h troops, yet it was by no means ad .. 
vifable, in order to obtain that point, to wage an unequal contefl: 
with favages in the midft of impenetrable thickets, whofe de
ftrutl:ion would have added little lufi:re to the Briti(h arms, and 
been advantageous only to the very people who had urged them 
on. General V andeleur, therefore, very prudently withdrew 
his forces, and marched them down to Algoa Bay, where part 
of them were embarked on board the Rattlefnake, and the reft 
intended to proceed to the Cape by eafy marches. Subfequent 
events, however, delayed their departure, and rendered the pre
fence of troops necdfary at Algoa Bay until the evacuation of 
the colony. 

Having delivered over the remaining Hottentots, on the re•
turn of the General, and finding I could be of no further ufe, 
I fet out for the Cape, where, after a journey of fixteen days, 
performed with two hortes, I arrived on the 8th of June. 

Little occurred on the homeward journey that was worthy of 
obfervation, unlefs it was the vifible change that had taken place 
in the behaviour of the people of Zwellendam. While the 
boors of Graaf Reynet were ftill in arms, the inhabitants of 
this neighbouring diftria appeared to be wavering, but on hear .. 
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ing of their complete reduction, they now pretended to con
demn their conduct Whatever the real fentiment,. of the co
lonifts might be with regard to the BritHh government, this was 
not their laft attempt to effect their avaricious defigns on the cattle 
of the Kaffers, by commencing hoftilities againft the magiftrates 
and the fmall force left in Graaf Reynet for their protection. 
But thefe difturbances were merely local, and had plunder only 
for their object. All the other diftricls remained quiet; and 
Jong before the intelligence of a general peace had reached this 
country, the people were fo much reconciled to the Britifh 
government, as neither to expect nor wHh for a return of 
their own. 

In fall: there is no natural tie between the Cape and the 
United Provinces. The greater part of the colonifts, being the 
defcendants of foldiers in German regiments, compofed of 
Pruffians, Hanoverians, Flemings, and Poles, and of French 
refugees who took £helter here after the revocation of the edict 
of Nantz, have neither knowledge of, nor family conneclions in, 
the fiates of the Batavian republic; nor have they any diftinlt 
idea of Vader/and, a word, however, that is conftantly in their 
mouths. All they know is, that the Cape belonged to a com. 
pany of merchants ; that this company was their fovereign ; and 
that they ufed to fee a flag with three broad horizontal ftripes, 
red, white, and blue, flying upon the caftle, inftead of the 
Spinnekop, or f pider legs, as they called the Britifh enfign. 
A few years more would therefore, in all probability, have 
rendered them, or the greatefl part of them, very indifferent 
as. to the government under which they were to remain. 

I Some 
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Some little rejoicing might, however, naturally be fuppofed 
to take place on feeing once again the fame flag hoifted on the 
caftle walls, which they had always been accuftomed to look 
at; and they would have fliewn themfelves a very worthlefs 
and ~efpicable people not to have teftified their feelings of joy 
on fuch an occafion. Thefe rejoicings, however, were neither 
general nor tumultuous, nor of long duration; they were 
chiefly confined within the caftle walls. The recollec\ion of the 
mif erable condition of the colony at the capture, and the ge
neral profperity that had rapidly fuccceded it, feemed forcibly 
to have operated at this moment. From a ftate of poverty, and 
almoft general bankruptcy, they were now grown individually 
rich. lnftead of near half a million fterling, that for the laft feven 
years had annually been expended in the colony by the army, 
the navy, and Englifh fettlers, they now began to confider that 
half of this fum might annually be taken out of their pocket& 
for the maintenance of their future garrifon. Little care, in
deed, was taken to conceal that fuch was the defign of the 
Batavian government under the prefent exhaufted ftate of its 
finances. 

They faw likewife that the fettlement, though nominally re
ftored to the Batavian republic, was al\:ually to become a co
lony of France. Of this they had many convincing proofs. 
The commandant of the troops was a Frenchman of Swifs 
extraflion, and half of the officers were French. A native 
of the Cape, who had held an employ of confiderable import
ance under the old government, happening to be in Holland 
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at the time ,vhen 1he definitive treaty of peace was figned, 
made application to the State Directory for a very high fitua
tion at the Cape, which, however, they thought proper to-re
fufe. He went to Paris ; obtained an audience of Buonaparte, 
or his minifter, in confequence of which an order was font to 
the State Government to revife their motives of rcfufal. 

Another inftance of French influence prevailing at the C:ipe 
was too ftriking to be overlooked. A Swifa gentleman, who 
had filled a high and honourable ftation in the fervice of the 
Englifh Eaft India Company in Bengal, but for fome rcafon 
or other had been difmHfed, paffed through the Cape on his 
return to England, and became enamoured of its attractions. 
His wife, in his abfence, being handfome and much younger 
than himfelf, engaged the attention of Mr. Talleyrand, and 
lived with bim as his miftrefs, until the French government 
had found it convenient to pafs a refolution that there was ,, 
God, and therefore that there ought to be a religion, when the 
former Bifhop of Autun found no difficulty in obtaining a dif
penfation from the Pope to marry her. The huiliand, on his 
return to Europe, proceeded to Paris, where Mr. Talleyrand, 
to prevent his becoming troublefome, recommended him to 
accept of a high appointment at the Cape of Good Hope, 
where, I underftand, he arrived within a month after the eva
cuation, not as plain Mr. G-, late of the Englifh Eaft India 
Company's fervice, but as Monjieur Lt G-, Confliller prive 

tl intime de la Republique Batave auprls du Governeur et Conflil 
au Cap de Bonne EJJ>erance. 

It 
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It alfo appeared, from the condua of the three commiffioners 
that were fent out to arrange certain points with the Britilh 
government, that French intereft was likely to predominate at 
the Cape. Tbefe gentlemen, though calling themfelves Dutch, 
made a hard ftruggle, though without fuccefs, that the minutes 
of their joint tranfacUons, and correfpondence with the com
miffioners that were appointed on the part of the Briti{h go. 
vernment, ihould be kept in the French language. In ihort, 
every fiep that was taken by the new government, clearly 
evinced that, although the Batavian flag might be fuffered to 
fiy, French influence was likely to prevaiJ. Long, indeed, be
fore the peace, it was become pretty evident that Holland was 
not in a condition to make any fuccefsful firuggle in defence of 
her integrity or exiftence, and that an incorporation with Bel
gium, and becoming a department of France, would, in all pro
bability, be the final Euthanajia of their High Mightinejfo.r, the 
United Provinces. 

Thefe and other confiderations produced a gloominefs and 
melancholy on the minds of the greater part of the colonifis that 
bordered on defpondency. \Vhen the day of evacuation arrived, 
the cafile and the road to the wharf were lined with fpeltators ; 
not drawn together for the fake of expreffing a boifterous joy 
ufual on fuch occafions, but to take a melancholy farewell of 
their heft friends. As General Dundas paffed along with the 
Commiffary General de Mift and the Governor Janfens, a dead 
filence prevailed ; not a word nor a murmur was heard. And 
the friendly and affectionate leave the Commanders in Chief of 
the two garrifons took of each other, after the delicate and trying 
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fituation in which, for the two laft months, they had been 
placed, in confequcnce of the order from England countermand
ing the reftoration of the fettlement, was highly honourable to 
their feelings as men and officers. Few places, I believe, have 
been ceded by one power to another with more regularity and 
lefs commotion, than what happened at the reftoration of the 
Cape of Good Hope, by General Dundas on the part of his 
Majefty's Government to the reprefentatives of the Batavian Re
public. 
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CH A P. III. 

Importance of the Cape of Good Hope confidered as a Military 
Station. 

Yitflll of tht Britffo GD1Jtrnmtnt in tal:ing Po.Jld)im of tht Capt-Slalt of that Co
lony-Arrival o/ tht Britfll, Forcts-Bthaviour o/ tht Inha/,itanU-Copturt o/ tht 
Stttlnntnt-gmtral Opinwn of its Impo,tanct-Plans far its GD1JtrnnJtnt.-Lr;rd 

Ma,artnty appointtd Gowrnor.-Rtfolution o/ tht Min!flw.-Condufl of the preftnt 
DirtE1or1 of tht Eajl India Company-compartd with tht1t of thoft in the Amtrican 
War.-Cr,nfaqutncts of our Fail11rt in tht Exptdition againjl the Cope at that 'iimt. 
-Co,yiderations propoftd in a 'irtaty 'fllith Holland;,. 17 87 -Opinion of LfJrd Ma
car/ney.-Holland not d!firous to haw the Cape.-Ordtr of tht Eajl India Company 
prohibiting thtir Ships /fJ /ouch at the Cnpe-counttrmanded with regard to Ships 

11avignted /,y Lafcars.-C,mdition of two Rtgimtnts /,rought to tl-t Cape in Juch Ships. 
-Defigr, of the fallowing Part of this Work.-Meaning of the 'Term Military 
Station.-Solditr, 1 what.-Importanu of farming Men prt'flious to Em/,arl:ation. 

-Inco11wnienc11 attending a Sea Yoyagt.-lndia not fawura/,/e far farming Rteruits 
into Soldirrs.-A middle Statio11 def,rable.-Capt of Good H~, grtat Advcntages 
?fin this RifptEl-pojf,ffis all the Rtquif,tts d!fired by the E'!fl India Company as a 

Depot.-Htalthinefs of Climatt, vario,11 Proofs of-ftafans the Conjlituzion fir 
lndia--remarkablt l'!flance of in up,uards of twfJ tho,ifand Men Jent to l11dia-ano

ther ;,, t'l.velve hundrtd lo the Red Sea.-Diffecultitl jlarted agai'!ft this EJtpedition. 
-Importa11ce of tht Cape on Account of the /mall Expence of /uif!fling 'ir,ops thert.
Yalue of the Ratio11 hert and t![l'IAlhtre.-Prict of Provifions-of Wi11t. -Profits 
dtriwd by the Governmmt at the Capt from Bills on his Majejly's Paymajlers

from Sprcie imported-from Copper Mo11ey-from ijfui11g new Paper Money.-Ex
pmditur, in tht military Department-a mtrt 'i rijlt compartd with the lmportance of 
tht Station-capable of being bornt in Ptact 0111 of the colonial Rroenues.-1,nporlanct 

of tht Capt on account of its local Pq/ition-i,!flt,nctd in deteEling tht Yitws of 'lippoo 
at 
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nt tht !flt of Franct-i11 finding C/'r~ps n,ptditioujly to lndia.-Opportunitits of dnng 

thir in E11glifh or ntutral Ships.-Gtntral Ad11antagu.-lmportanct of tht Cape 
.Jlattd in comparifon 1.vith that of Malta.-Yitwl of tht Frtnch on lndia-fitn in 
tht Publication of Anquetil Duperron.-Difadvantagt1 of Malta leing in th, 
Handt rf tht Frtnch.-Dijjicultits that w1mld atttnd an E:itptdition by Sta from 
Sun.-!Jland ,f Ptrim.-D!fficultits thnt would occur !,y Land-not infurmount
ablt.-Dt la Croi:it's Opit1ion of tht Ct1pt.-Dtfinct1 of tht Capt.-C/'a!,/t Bay anti 
Sitt of tht CJ'own-Woris-Citadtl-Linu-Cra1"g'1 Battery and crD'Wtr-Fort 
Knockt-Roggt Bay, .Amjltrdam, at1d Cha11011nt Batttriu-th, Mouilie-C11mp's 
Bay and Batteriu-lmportanct of tht Lion' J R11mp-Obje8ion1 againjl it.-Cbap
man and Hout Bays.-Simon's Bay.-Garrifon of the Capt, Strength of.-Unpro

tt8td Coty/ and Bays.-Algoa Bay.-Means to bt tmplo1etl !,y an Enemy far dif
trdfing the Garrifan-takm !,y a Coup de Main.---Garrifan of the Dutch.
Dijp#tion of tht Hottentot Corps.-Statt of the Bata11ian Ships of War in the 
Eajlern Sta1.-.Ammunition and Storu at the Capt. 

WHEN the Prince of Orange had departed from Holland, 
and the fubfequent affairs of that nation had rendered it 

fufficiently obvious that the majority of the inhabitants of the 
United Provi'nces were inclined to adopt the revolutionary prin
ciples of France, it became a meaf ure of precaution, in our go
vernment, to take immediate polfeffion of the Dutch colonies. 
Among thefe the Cape of Good Hope claimed the earliefl at
tention, being confidered as a fettlement of too great import
ance to be trufled in the hands of the Dutch colonifls, although 
it was well known the principal and greateft number of the mi
litary officers, as well as many of thofe who held civil appoint
ments there, were indebted to their Prince for the fituations they 
enjoyed in that colonial government. 

An expedition was accordingly fent out to take poffeffion of 
the Cape, not however in a hoftile manner, but to hold it in de

fence 
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fence and fecurity for• and in the name of, the Prince of Orange, 
who had fumilhed letters dated from London to that effea:. 
But the mifguided people of the colony, having received only 
imperfed: accounts of affairs in Holland, and being led to ex
pea a French force at the Cape, had already embraced the prin
ciples of Jacobinifm, whofe effects were the more to be dreaded 
on account of the confummate ignorance of the bulk of the fet
tlers. Some French emiffaries, thofe affiduous diA:urbers of the 
human race, who, fnake like, have crept into every fociety and 
corner of the world, poifoning the fprings of peace and good 
order, found little difficulty in urging a people, already fo well 
difpofed, to carry their principles into prad:ice. The few officers 
of the government who were fuppofed to ·be attached to the 
caufe of the Stadtholder, and friends to the old fyfiem, were 
completely fubdued ; and the weaknefs of the governor fa
voured the views of the diforderly citizens. They became cla
morous to declare themfelves, by fome public all, a free and 
independent republic ; they prepared to plant the tree of liberty 1 

and eftablilhed a convention, whofe firft object was to make out 
profcribed fills of thofe who were either to fuffer death by the 
new-faihioned mode of the guillotine, which they had taken 
care to provide for the purpof e, or to be banUhed out of the: 
colony. It is almoft needlefs to 11:ate that the perfons, fo marked 
out to be the vid:ims of an unruly rabble, were the only wor
thy people in the fettlement, and moft of them members of 
government. 

The flaves, whofe numbers of grown men, as I have before 
ebferved, are about five to one of male whites who have arrived 
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at the growth of manhood, had alfo their meetings to decide 
upon the fate of the free and independent burghers, when the 
happy days of their own emancipation 1hould arrive, which, 
from the converfations of their mafters on the bleffings of Ii. 
berty and equality, and the unalienable rights of man, they were 
willing to fuppofe, could not be very diftant. 

In this ftate of thingfi the Briti£h fleet appeared before the bay-. 
The governor called an extraordinary council to deliberate upon 
the ftepa to be taken in this critical juncl:ure. Some were in
clined to throw the fettlement under the protellion of the Bri
ti{h flag, but the governor and the greater number influenced, 
and perhaps intimidated, by the citizens, liftened to the abfurd 
propofals of refifting the Engll£h force, and, if fuccefsful, a!t 

they doubted not they would be, of fetting up immediatdy a 
free and independent republic of their own. They talked of 
the thoufands and ten thoufands of courageous boors, who, on 
the fignal of alarm being given, would flock to the Batavian· 
ftandard ; fo ignorant were they of the nature and the number 
of their valiant countrymen. The burgher cavalry, a militia 
of country boors, who were then in the vicinity of the town, 
were immediately called out, and a few hundreds re]uclantly 
obeyed the fummons. The conduit and the cowardice of this 
undifciplined rabble, w hofe martial f pirit had hitherto been tried 
only in their expeditions againft the native Hottentots, might 
eafily have been forefeen. A few fhot from the America, man 
of war, -{hiking the rocks of Muifenberg, foon cleared that im
portant pafs, and caufed the regular troops to retreat to W yn
berg, a tongue of land projel'tiog from the eaft fide of the Ta-

ble 
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ble Mountain, and about eight miles from Cape Town: the 
Hottentot corps ftill loitered about the rocks, and did fame mif
chief, but being f peedily diflodged, fell back alfo upon 
Wynberg; but the brave burgher cavalry fcampered away to 
their ref pelli ve homes without once ftopping to look behind 
·them. 

The Britilh troops, led on by General Sir James Craig, under 
the orders of Sir Alured Clarke, marched to attack the enemy 
on their elevated poft ; and by the affiftance of the failors, hav
ing brought his guns and artillery to bear upon them, a few 
lhot caufcd them to retreat within their lines. The Engluh 
encamped on the fpot from which they had diflo<lged the 
enemy ; wbo, finding it vain longer to oppofe a feeble refiA:ance, 
fent, in the middle of the night, a flag of truce to propofe a ca
pitulation, wbich was acceded to; and the next day concluded 
between the two parties. Moft of the members of the govern
ment that were well dif pofed to the Prince of Orange, and had 
conducl:ed themfelvea with propriety, were continued in otlice; 
and thus the plans of the Jacobin party were, for the prefent, 
<:ompletely defeated. 

Whe~ the news of this event firft reached England, the ac
qoifition of fo valuable a f ettlem.ent was confidered of the utm.oft 
importance to the Briti{h empire, and particularly to the Eafl 
India Company, as being a barrier and grand out-work to their 
vaft poffeffions in India. So forcibly waa the public impre1fe4 
with an opinion of the great advantages that might be derived 
to the nation at large from the polfeffion of the Cape, that the 
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queftion was immediately ftarted and difcuffed among perfons 
entrufted with the management of the firft political and com
mercial interefts of the empire, under what tenure it lhould be 
held. Whether the Cape ought to be confidered as a foreign 
dependency of the crown, and fubject to tbe fame regulations 
as all the other colonies are; or, annexed to the poffeffions un
der the adminiftration of the Eaft India Company l Thofe who 
held the latter opinion quoted the charter granted by ~een 
Elizabeth, by which the Company are allowed the privilege of 
a free and fole trade into the countries of Alia, Africa, and 
America, or any of them beyond the Cape of Buona Efperanza, 
to the Streights of Magellan. Thofe, who were inclined to 
think that the charters of the Eaft India Company gave them 
no cJaim to the Cape, brought forward the charter they received 
from Charles the Second, in which no mention whatever is made 
of Africa. 

While thefe queftions were in agitation, two general plans 
floated in the mind of Mr. Dundas {now Lord Melville); both 
of which were fo conceived as to combine the interefts of the 
public with tbofe of the Eaft India Company. One of thefe 
plans fuppofed the Cape to be a foreign dependency of the 
crown, and included fuch provifions and regulations as were 
compatible with the interefts and the chartered privileges of the 
Eaft India Company : the other invefted the territorial polfeffion 
in the Eaft India Company, but propofed fuch regulations aa 
were calculated to promote the general commercial prof perity 
of the BritHh empire. And, in the mean time, until one or 
other of thefe plans iliould be adopted, the fettlement was to 

be 

Dig,llzed by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 149 

be confidered as dependent on the Crown, to be adminiftered 
by the executive power, as conftitutionally refponfible to Par
liament. 

Every precaution was alfo taken that the rights and privileges 
of the Eaft India Company ihould fuffer no infringement. The 
exclufive advantage of fupplying the Cape with India and China 
goods was immediately and unconditionally granted to them. 
And the regulations adopted in confequence, by the Earl of 
Macartney, and the vigilance that was conftantly employed 
under his government, prevented and defeated every attempt to 
undermine their interefts, and were produtti've of a fource of 
confiderable profit to the C.Ompany. 

It was, in faa, the well known integrity of his Lordthip's 
character, and the able and decided meafures employed by him, 
on various trying occafions, for promoting and combining the 
intercfts of the Eafl India Company with the honour of the 
Crown, and the commercial prof perity of the Britifh empire, 
that determined the minifter in his choice of him as governor 
for this important acquifition : and his Lordthip was accordingly 
nominated without his knowledge, whilft abfent on public fer
vice in ltaJy. 

As little doubt was entertained, at that time, either by his 
Majefty'a miniftcrs or the public, that the Cape would become, 
at a general peace, a fettlement in perpetuity to England, great 
patns were employed in drawing up inftrutlions and in framing 
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regulations that were calculated to promote the prof perity of 
the colony, fecure the interefia of the Eaft India Company, and 
extend the commerce and navigation of Britain. Its import
ance, indeed, was deemed of fuch magnitude, that it was a re. 
folution of the minifter from wbich be never meant to recede, 
" That no foreign power, direcl:ly or indirecl:ly, lhould obtain 
" poffeffion of the Cape of Good Hope, for, that it was the 
" phyjica/ guaranle.e of the Brit!Jh lerrit-0riu in India." Its po
ntical importance could be doubted by none; its commercial ad. 
vantages were believed by all. 

Yet, after every precaution that had been employed for fe
curing the privileges, increafing the conveniency, and promoting 
the interefis, of the Eaft India Company in this fettlement, it 
would feem that an inclination prevailed in fome of its directors 
to difparage or undervalue it. \Vhat their motives could have 
been, which led to fuch an opinion, I do not pretend to deter
mine ; nor is there any reafon to fuppofe that a body of men, 
who have always been remarkable for acting upon the broad 
bafis of national profperity, would, in the prefent infiance, de
viate from their ufual line of condua, and bend to the influ
ence of any little jealouf y about patronage or prerogative, when 
the welfare of the public was fo nearly concerned. The opi
nions of men, it is true, when grounded on moral events, are 
fugitive, and yield to circumftances: it were difficult, however, 
to affign any event or circumftance that could have operated fo 
as to produce any reafonablc grounds for a change in the opi
nion of the .directors of the Eaft India Compa,ny, in the courfe 

of 

Digitized by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

of the )aft twenty years, with regard to the value of the 
Cape of Good Hope : many have occurred to enhance its im
portance. 

That they did confider it of the utmoft confequence, towards 
the end of the American war, their own conduct will fuffi
ciently teftify. The moment that a Dutch war was found to be 
inevitable, towards the clofe of the year 1780, Lord North, 
whofe fentiments on this point were in perfect agreement with 
tbofe of the directors, loft no time in communicating to the 
fecret committee of the Eaft India Company the information of 
it; in order, that they might take or fuggeft fuch meafure9, 
without delay> as the event might render moft conducive to 
their interefts. The chairman and deputy chairman, who, if I 
rniftake not, at that time, were Mr. Devaynes and Mr. Sullivan, 
loft not a moment in confulting with fuch of their officers as 
happened to be then in London, and were fuppofed to be qua
lified to give good information. The refult of which was, that 
the firft and only meafure propofed for the advantage of the 
Eaft India Company's concerns was, in the event of a Dutch 
war, that an expedition lhould inftantly be font out to take pof
feffion of the Cape of Good Hope ; a propofal that met the 
concurrence of the minifter, and of which the refult was the 
fquadron difpatched under the command of Commodore John
fton, who carried under his convoy their outward-bound fleet ; 
fought an indecifive battle with Suffrein in Porta Praya Bay, 
which enabled the French to reach the Cape of Good Hope, 
and to place it in fuch a ftate of fecurity that the Commodore 
did not think it prudent to make the attack, but contented him-
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felf with the capture of a few Dutch lndiamen in Saldanha 
R1y; whiHl: the French Admiraf, having refitted and refrelhed 
his fquadron at the Cape, proceeded to Mauritius, and from 
thence to the Indian Seas with his £hips and men in the highell: 
order; a circumfiance that was attended with no fmall degree 
of detriment and annoyance to the trade and poffeffions of the 
Eaft India Company, as well as of expence and inconvenience 
to the Crown. For the failure, in the grand object of this ex
pedition, not only gave the enemy the vaft advantage of land
ing and refrelhing their feamen and troops, who were foon re
cruited by the invigorating effecl:s of a temperate climate and 
abundance of fre{h provifions, fruits, and vegetables, but it like
wife enabled him to keep a fleet almoft conftantly at fea, by the 
provifions and naval ftores it received from the Cape through 
Mauritius by agenta refiding there. Their own iilands of Mau
ritius and Bourbon furnilh no fuch fupply, their productions 
not bei'ng adequate to the confumption of the inhabitants and 
the garrifons. 

The French, in fall, have always contrived to refit and pro
vifion their ihips, and to fend their armaments fupplied with 
ftores to the Indian Seas from the Cape of Good Hope. Had it 
not been for the fupplies furnilhed from this fettlement, together 
with the poffeffion of the harbour of Trincomalee, it would 
have been utterly impoffible for Sutfrein to have fupported his 
fleet, or maintained the contefl with us in the manner he did. 

It was not, indeed, without a full convUHon of its great 
utility to England, as well as of encumbrance to the Dutch, 
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by the enormous cxpence it occafioned, that Mr. Dundas was 
induced, in the confiderations on the treaty between Great Bri
tain and Holland, tranfmitted to the Britilh amba{fador at the 
Hague in 178 7, to propofe to them the ceffions of certain fta
tions in India, which were to them of little weight, either in a 
political or commercial point of view. The reafoning employed 
on this occafion was, " That the Cape was invaluable in the 
" hands of a tru1ritime power, being really and truly the key 
" to India, which no hoftile fleet could pafs or re-pafs, as the 
" length of the previous voyage, either from India or Europe. 
" muft have difabled fuch '1 fleet, in a certain degree, before it 
• could reach the Cape-that it was the intereft of Holland 
" itf elf that the Cape and Trincomalee thould belong to Great 
" Britain; becaufe Holland muft either be the ally of Britain or 

I 

" of France in India; and becaufe Great Britain only can be 
" an ufeful ally of Holland in the ea ft-that the Dutch were not 
" able to protect their fettlements in that quarter, and Britain 
" fully competent to their protell:ion-that the Cape and Trin
" comalee were not commercial eftablifi1ments, and that the 
" maintenance of them was burthenfome and expenfive to the 
" Dutch-but that the force required to protea: the Britilh 
" Indian potfeffions, would render the defence of the Dutch fet
" tlements much lefs fo to Britain." 

The Earl of Macartney was not lefs convinced of the po
licy, nor lefs perfuaded of the readinefs of the Dutch, to leave 
the Cape in our hands, provided they were allowed to have a 
choice of their own. In his letter to Mr. Dundas, dated Oc-
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tober 1797, he obfcrves, " The power and influence of Hot
" land appear to me fo irretrievable, that it is impoffible {he can 
" ever again hold an independent _poff'effion c,f the Cape. In. 
" deed, before the war, £he was neither rich enough to main
" tain its eftablifhments, nor firoag enough to govern its peo
" ple, and, I believe, had it not been for our conqueft of the 
'' country, it would foon have attempted to become inde
" pendent. As Holland is likely to be in future lefs powerful 
" at home, and confequently lefs refpecl:able abroad, and as the 
" Cape would be a burthen to her, not eafy to bea-r, it would 
'' not be againft her intereft to leave it in our hands, for in 
•' fuch cafe £he might derive, without any expence, all the ad
" vant-ages of its original intention, which was that of a place of 
" refrethment for her commerce to the eaftward ; and there are 
" other circumfiances which, were 01e now in a fituation difpaf
" fionately to confider, I have reafon to imagine, would lead 
" her to adopt this fentiment. The Fl'ench (who, to fpeak of 
" them in the language of truth and experience, and not in the 
'' jargon of pretended Cofmopolites, are, and ever mufl be,. our 
" natural enemies) can only wifh to have the Cape either in 
" their own hands, or in thofe of a weak power, that they may 
" ufe it as an inftrument towards our defiruclion; as a channel 
" for pouring through it an irrefifiible deluge upon our Indian 
" poffeffions to the fouthward of the Guadavery. Of this I am 
" {o perfetlly convinced, that if it fhall be found impracl:icable 
" for us to retain the fovereignty of the Cape, and the French 
•• are to become the mafters of it, either per ft, aut·Jer ali11m, 
" then we muft totally alter our prefent fyftem, and adopt fuch 
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" meafures as will ihut them out of India entirely, and render 
" the poffeffion of the Cape and of the lfles of France and Bour. 
" bon of as little ufe to them as poffible." 

Whatever might ha11e been the feelings of the Dutch with 
regard to the Cape, under the old government, l am authorized 
to fay that Holland never did expea, and fcarcely wiihed for, 
the teftoration of this colony at a peace; well knowing that 
they would be allowed from the Englifh to enjoy the advantages 
of refrefhing and provi-fioning their £hips, without the expence 
of keeping it. They would have been glad even to have de
clared it afree port, under any flag except their own. But the 
only power that HoUand poffetfed, in framing the treaty of 
peace, was a mere name ; and all the territories that were nomi
nally reftored to the Batavian Republic were virtually gh'en 
up to France. 

I have ftated thus much with regard to the opinions that have 
hitherto been held of the importance of the Cape of Good Hope 
t-0 the Britifh trade and fettlements in India, at a time when we 
were made to feel the inconvenience of its being in the poffef-
6on of an enemy, or even of a neutral power, becaufe a very 
fenfible change of opinion appears to have taken place from the 
very moment it became a dependency on the BritHh crown. 
For it is very certain that the directors of the Eaft India Com. 
pany did not only affume an affeaed indifference, with regard 
to this fettlement, but endeavoured to difcourage the retention 
of it in the ftrongeft terms they poffibly could have thoug11t of, 
by ihcwing and proving to the world, as they imagined they 
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had done, that the poffeffion of the Cape was of no ufe what
foever to their commerce, or tlreit concerns in India. For this 
apparently abfurd purpofe the commanders of all the ihips in 
their employ were forbid, in the moft pofitive terms, to touch 
at the Cape, either in their outward or their homeward bound 
patfage, except fuch, on the return voyage, as were defiined to 
fupply the fettlement with Indian goods. 

The firength and conftitution of Englifh feamen, corrobo
rated by wholefome food, will fupport them on a paffage from 
India to England, ihortened as it now is by the modern im
provements in the art of navigation, without the neceffity of 
touching at any intermediate port. But this is not the cafe with 
regard to the Lafcars, or natives of India, who, in time of war, 
conftitute frequently more than two-thirds of the crew. Thefe 
poor creatures, whofe chief fuftenance is rice, oil, and vegeta
bles, are ill calculateJ to fulfer a long privation of their ufual 
diet, and ftill iefs to bear the cold of the fouthem ocean, efpe
cially in the winter feafon. By them the Cape was looked up 
to as a half-way houfe, where a ftock of freili fupplies was to 
be had, and where the delay of a few days had a wonderful 
efl'ell in recruiting their health and f pirits. And the event 
1hewed that fuch a half-way houfe, to fuch people, was indif
penfib]y neceffary ; for the direttors were obliged to countermand 
their order as far as it regarded thofe ihips that were navigated 
lty the black natives of India. 

Whenever it has happened that government was under the 
necefiity of fending out troops in ihips navigated by Latcars, a 
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greater degr~e of ficknef1 and mortality has prevailed than in 
fhips entirely manned by Europeans; and under fuch circum
ftances it would be highly criminal to attempt to run from Eu
rope to India without flopping at fome intermediate port, not 
only to procure refrelhments for the troops and Lafcars, but to 
clean and fumigate the {hips in order to prevent contagious dif
eafes. The two Boy regiments, as they are ufua11y called, the 
22d and 34th, which it was neceffary to fend to the Cape as a 
reinforcement of the garrifon, after the able and cfFell:ive men 
had been fent away to Madras, who foon after fo materiaUy 
affifted in the conqueft of Seringapatam, arrived in a very fickly 
ftate at the Cape. Yet the fame {hips, after being properly 
walhed, fcoured, and fumigated, and the crews completely re
frefhed, carried on other troops to their deftination without the 
Jofa of a fingle man. 

How far the condua: of the direll:ors was compatible with 
the interefts of the Eaft India Company, who have configned 
them to their management, I fhall endeavour to point out io 
the courfe of this and the folJowing chapters ; the defign of 
which is, by general reafoning, grounded on facts, to appreciate 
the advantages that would have refulted to the Britifh nation 
in general, and to the Eaft India Company in particular, from 
anncxinC the Cape to the foreign poffeffions of England ; and 
the ferious confequeneres that may enfue from its being in the 
poffeffion of an enemy. Opinions on this fubject, it feems, 
widely differ; on which account a fair and impartial ftatement 
of fuch circumftances aa may lend to elucidate a doubtful 
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point, can do no harm, and may, perhaps, uhimately be pro
dull:ive of good, by affifting thofe, to whofe care the heft 
interefts of the country ar.c committed, to form their judg
ment on fall:s locally collected, and brought in fome order to
gether under one point of view. It is important to premife 
that fuch fall:s were either taken from authentic and official 
documents, or fell immediately under my own obfervation. 

I proceed then, in the 6rft place, to oonfider the Cape of 
Good Hope in the view of a military flation; by which is not 
only implied a garrifon to all: for the defence of the fettlementt 
but likewife .a depot, or place fuitable for coJlell:ing and form
ing, fo as always to have in readinefs, a body of troops, eitha· 
belonging to his Majefty's regular regiments, or to the armies 
of the F..aft India Company, .fitted and prepared for foreign 
f ervice, and feafoned for the climates either of the Eaft or the 
W.eft Indies. 

A very general notion feems to have been entertained in this 
country in all our former wars, by people who confider only 
the outlines or fuperficies of things, and fucb, by the way, con
ftitute by far the largeft portion of mankind, that if th.c minifler 
can contrive to furnHh money, the money will fupply men, 
and thefe men will form an army. It is true they will fo; juft 
38 a collection of oak timber brought to a dock-yard will form 
.a fiiip. But a great deal of labour is neceffary in the fcafoning, 
hewing, and Jhaping of fuch timber, and a great deal of judg
ment and prat\icc ftill required to arrange and adapt the feveral 

parts 

Digitized by Google 



S OUT HERN A FR IC A. 

parts to each other, fo that they may act in concert together, 
and form a complete whole that lhall be capable of performing 
aU the effects that were intended to be produced, Thus is it 
alfo in the formation of an army. It is not enough to collect 
together a body of men and to put arms into their hand:J.
They muft be clafred and arranged, feafoned and inured to a 
certain way of life ; exercifed in certain motions and pofitions 
of the body, until long practice has rendered them habitual and 
eaf y ; they muft be taught to aa in an uniform and fimultane
ous movement, and in fuch a manner that the feparate action 
of the individuals lhall form one united impulfe, producing the 
greateft poffible effect of aggregated firength. They muft alfo 
be taught to preferve their health and ftrength by habits of 
temperance and cleanlinefs, and to take care of themfelves in 
the various circumfiances that may occur of fituation and 
climate. 

Such a body of men, fo formed and prepared, may properly 
he called fo)diers. And no f mall degree of attention and jlN~ 
ment is required to bring a body of men to fuch a £late of dif
cipline. Yet it is highly important that all troops, intended to 
be fent on foreign fervice, lhou]d at leaft be partly formed, and 
inftrucled in the art of taking proper care of themfelves, pre
vious to their embarkation. Being once accufiomed to habits 
of cleanlinefs-and regularity, they are lefs liable to fa)l a facrifice 
to the cJofe confinement and want of room in a fhip ; and the 
inconveniences of a long fea voyage will always be lefs felt by 
Rerfons thus prepared than by raw undifciplined recruits, who 
are apt to be heedlefs, fiovenly, and irregulal". 
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Ilut ev.en old foafone<l troops, after a long fea-Toyage, are 
generally found to be difqualificd, during a confiderable time, 
for any great exertion. The tone or elafticity of the mind has 
become relaxed as well as the habit of body. Let any one re
collect how he felt after a long fea-voyage, and afk himfelf if 
he were capable of the fame exertion, and of undergoing the 
fame fatigue, immediately after landing as before his embarka .. 
tion. The anfwer, I fancy, will be in the negative. The limbs, 
in fall, require to be exercifed in order to regain their ufual 
motions, and the lungs muft have praclice before they will play 
with their ufual freedom in the chcft. And the(e effelts. ad
verfe to prompt and energetic altion, will generally be propor
tioned to the length of the voyage, and the privations to which 
men mu ft ncceffaril y fubmit. 

The very able and intelligent writers of the Preci1 des tvene
men1 mi/itaires, or Epitome of military events, feem to afcribe the 
defeat of the Ruffian column, commanded by General Hermann, 
in the affair at Bergen, where it was almoft cut to pieces, to their 
marching againft the enemy immediately after landing from a 
{ea-voyage, although it had not been very long. They obferve 
that, " by being crowded on board tranf ports, and other in con
" veniences experienced at fea, not only a confidcrable number 
•• of individuals are weakened to fuch a degree that they are in .. 
" capable of any fervice, but whole corps fometimea prefent 
'' the fame difadvantages-the extreme inequality of ftreogth 
" that, in fuch cafes, prevails between the individuals or confti
,, tuent parts of corps, is, at once, deftructive of their aggregated 
'' and combined impulfe." 
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If then fuch be the effecl:s produced on feafoncd troops, on 
a fea-voyage of moderate length, they muft be doubly felt by 
young recruits unaccuftomed to the neceffary precautions for 
preferving their health. In fall:, a raw recruit, put on board a 
fiiip in England, totally unformed and undifciplincd, will be 
much farther from being a foldier, when he arrives in India, 
than when he firft ftepped on board. The odds are great that 
he dies upon the paffage, or that he arrives under incurable 
difeafe. And, indeed, of thofe who may chance to arrive in 
tolerable health, a great proportion dies in the feafoning, from 
the debilitating effecls of a hot climate. India is, perhaps, the 
worft place in the whole world for forming an European recruit 
into a foldier. Unable to bear the fatigue of being exercifed, 
his f pirits are moreover depreffed by obferving how little exer
tion men of the fame rank and condition as himfelf are accuf
tomed to make. It cannot, therefore, be denied that, as long 
as it Chall be found neceffary to recruit our large armies in India 
with European troops, it would be a moft Jefirable objea: to be 
in poffeffion of fome middle ftation to break the length of the 
fea-voyage ; a ftation which at the fame time enjoyed a middle 
temperature of climate, between the extremes of heat and cold, 
to feafon the body and adapt it to fuftain an increafed quantity of 
the one or the other. 

The Cape of Good Hope eminently points out fuch a ftation. 
Its geographical pofition on the globe is fo commanding a fea
ture, tl1at the bare infpeclion of a map, without any other in
formation, muft at once obtrude its importance and value in 
this as well as many other ref peds. Ita diftancc from the ooaft 
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of Brazil is the voyage of a month ; from the Dutch colonies 
of Surinam, Demarara, Berbice, and Effiquebo, with the Weft 
India iflands, fix weeks; the fame to the Red Sea; and t\vo 
months to the coafts of Malabar and Coromandel. With the 
eaO: and the weft coafis of Africa and the adjacent iflands, it 
commands a ready communication at all feafons of the year. 
A place fo fituated, juft half way between England and India, 
in a temperate and wholefome climate, and produl\:ive of re
frefhments of every defcription, would naturally be fuppofed to 
hold out fuch irrefiftible advantages to the Eaft India Company, 
not only by its happy pofition and local afcendancy, but alfo 
by the means it affords of opening a new market and interme
diate depofitary for their trade and commodities, that they 
would have been glad to purchafe, at any price, an acquifition 
of fuch immenfe importance; and that fuch great advantages, 
however they migbt be blinked by fome or unknown to others, 
would fpecdily have· forced a general convil\:ion of their value, 
in f pite of real ignorance or affel\:ed hidifference. 

One might alfo have fuppofed that the poff'effion of the Cape 
of Good Hope would have fuggefted itfelf to the Eaft India 
Company as a place which would have removed many, if not all, 
of the difficulties that occurred to them, on the renewal of their 
privileges in J 793, when a depot for their recruits in Britain 
was in contemplation. The principal regulations propofed for 
fuch <lepofitary of troops, as contained in " Hifloric Vi(w of 
" Plans far Britfjh India," were the following:-" That the age 
" of the Company's recruits fuould be fro1n twelve to fifteen 
" or twenty, becaufe at this period of life, the conftitution was 
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" found to accommodate itfelf moft eafily to the different varia
" tions of climate-that the officcn of the police fuould be 
cc empowered to transfer to the depot all fuch helplefs and in
" digent youths as might be found guilty of mifdemeanon and 
" irregularities approaching to crimes-that the faid officers of 
cc police and others ihould be authorized to engage deftitute and 
" helplefs young men in a fervice, where they would have a 
" comfortable fubfiftence, and an honourable employment
" that the young men fo procured fhould be retained in Great 
cc Britain, at the depot, for a certain time, in order to be in
" firulted in fuch branches of education as would qualify for 
" the duty of a non-commiffioned officer, and in thofe military 
cc exercifes which form them for immediate fervice in the regi
" ments in India.,, 

Now of all the places on tbe furface of the globe, {or the 
eftablifhment of fuch a depot, the Cape of Good Hope is pre
eminently diftinguifhed. In the firft place, there would be no 
difficulty in conveying them thither. In every month of the 
year, the outward bound fhips of the Company, private traders, 
or whalers, fail from England, and the fewer that each fhip 
carried, the greater the probability would be that none of them 
1hould die on the paffage. And there is, perhaps, no place on 
the face of the earth in every refpell: fo fuitable as the Cape 
for forming them into foldiers. It potfetfes, among other ad
vantages, three that are invaluable; healthinefs of climate, 
cheapnefs of fubfiftence, and a favourable fituation for fpeedy 
intercourfe with moft parts of the world, and particularly with 
India. I iliall make a few remarks on each of thefe points. 
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With regard to the hcalthinefs of climate, I do not confider 
ir as neceffary to the prefent fubjell: to gi?e copies of the regular 
returns of deaths in the feveral regiments that, for the laft feven 
years, have been ftationed at the Cape of Good Hope. Such 
dry details furnilh very little of the ufeful and lefs of the agree
able. They might, indeed, ferve to £hew, on a comparifon with 
other returns fent in from different foreign ftations, how very 
t~fling has been the mortality of troops in this fettlement. It 
will be fufficient, however, for my purpofe to obferve, that Lord 
Macartney, in order to fave a vaft and unneceffary expence to 
the public, found it expedient to break up the ho(pital ftafr, 
which, in fall:, was become perfecl:ly ufelefs, there being at that 
time no fick whatfoever in the general hofpital, and fo few as 
fcarcely worth the noticing in the regimental hof pitals ; and the 
furgeons of the regiments acknowledged that thofe few under 
their care were the vill:ims of intemperance and irregularity. 
At this time the ftrength of the garrifon confifted of more than 
five thoufand men. 

Shortly after the capture, it is true, a confiderable ficknefa 
prevailed among the BritHh troops, and great numbers died, a 
circumftance that was noticed, and at the fame time fully ex .. 
plained, by General Sir James Craig in his letter to Mr. Dundas, 
about three months after the ceffion of the colony. He ob~ 
ferves that the foldiers of the Dutch Eaft India Company were 
obliged to fumnh their own bedding and blankets, as well as 
the neccffary garrifon and camp furniture ; fo that, when the 
Dutch entered into the capitulation, not a fingle article of garrif on 
furniture could be claimed ; and the {hops, at that time, fur-
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nHhing no f uch materials, the men were obliged to fleep on 
the bare flag-ftones in the great barrack, until a fupply of 
blankets and camp utenfils of every kind could be fent out from 
England. 

Invalids from India recover very quickly at the Cape. The 
fervants of the Eaft India Company are allowed to proceed thus 
far on leave of abfence without prejudice to their rank; and 
here they generally experience a fpeedy recovery. The two 
Boy regiments, whom I have already mentioned to have fuf
fered feverely on the pa!Tage from England in fuips navigated 
by Lafcars, and who landed in facl: on the height of a malig
nant and contagious difeafe, rapidly recovered; and, in the 
courfe of two years, from being a parcel of weakly boys, un
able to carry a mufquet, became two very fine regiments, fit 
for fervice in any part of the world. When the orders, indeed, 
for the final evacuation of the Cape were countermanded, the 
34th regiment, which two years before had excited the pity of 
every one who faw them, enfeebled as they were by difeafe, 
and unfit, from their tender years, for the fatigues of foldiers, 
was now a very e!Tential part of the ftrength of the garrifon. 

It may, therefore, I think, be fafely concluded, that the cli
mate of the Cape is not only falubrious, but that it is particu
larly favourable for forming young and raw recruits into 
foldiers. And it would appear, moreover, that the falutary ef
feas of this climate are not merely local, but that their feafoning 
efficacy is extended beyond the hemifphere of Southern Africa, 
and qualifies, in a very remarkable manner, the raw recruit 
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and the feafoned foldier for the climate of India, and the ftill 
more trying fituation of the voyage thither. The conftitution 
would feem to acquire, by a few years refidence at the Cape, a 
firength and vigour which not only enabled it to furmount the 
inconveniences of the fea, hut, contrary to what ufually hap• 
pens, to fuftain the fatigue of long and continued marches in a 
bot climate, immediately after debarkation. 

The truth of this obfervation was made evident by a number 
of inftanccs that occurred during the feven years that the Cape 
remained in our poffeffion ; but in none more ftrongly than 
that, in the government of Lord Macartney, when three almoft 
complete regiments of infantry, the 84th, the 86th, and the 
Scotch brigade, were embarked and fent off, at a few days' no
tice, under the command of Major-General Baird, to join the 
army of India againft Tippoo Sultaun. This reinforcement, 
confifting of upwards of two thoufand men in their ihoes, ar
rived to a man, and in the higheft ftate of health ; took the 
field the day after their landing; marched into the Myfore 
country; co-operated with the Indian army, and contributed 
very materially towards the conqueft of Seringapatam. The 
very man (Major-General Baird), under whofe command they 
failed from the Cape but a few months before, led them on to 
ftorm this celebrated capital of the Myfore kingdom. 

One might have fuppofed that the facility and fuccefs of 
throwing reinforcements into India, exemplified in this re
markable inftance, would have ftamped on the minds of the 
diret\:ora an indelible value on the Cape. " By poffeffing and 
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" improving the advantages of feafoning and preparing. our 
" troops at the Cape," obferves Lord Macartney in his letter to 
Lord Melville on the importance of the Cape, dated April the 
25th, 1801, " I had it in my power, almoft at a moment's no
" tice, to fend to Madras, under the command of Major-Gene-
" ral Baird, about two thoufand effel\ive men in the higheR: 
" health, vigour, and difcipline, who eminently contributed to 
" the capture of Seringapatam, and the total fubverfion of the 
" power of Tippoo." 

It did not feem, howevert to have made any fuch impreffion 
on the Eaft India Company; at leaft their conduct and opiniona 
indicated no change in confequence of it. Nor could their in
flexible indifference be roufed by the multiplied inftances which 
clearly demonftrated the importance of having a fuitable R:ation 
for the feafoning and training of young troops to all:, on any 
emergency and at a ihort notice, in their fervice, and for the 
protection of their vaft poffeffions in India. Had not the in
ftance above recited been confidered a& fufficient to ftamp its 
value, the reinforcement of troops that was fent from the Cape, 
to accompany the expedition of Sir Home Popham to the Red 
Sea, one might have thought would have forced a full convill:ion 
of the importance of fuch a fiation. On this occafion were em
barked, at almoft a moment's warning, twelve hundred effcll:ive 
men, compofed of detachments of artilleryt cavalry, and in
fantry, who all arrived to a man, at Coffi.r, a port in the Red 
Sea, from whence they were found capable of immediately fuf
taining long and fatiguing marches, notwithftanding the heat 
of the climate, the heavinefs of the ground, and the fcarcity of 
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water, The 61 ft regiment, Sir Robert Wilfon obferves, landed 
at Coffir after having been near fixteen weeks on board, with
out ha,ing one tick man, though the firength of the regiment 
exceeded nine hundred men. 

A thoufand difficulties, it appears, were ftarted in England 
with regard to the failing of this expedition, by people who 
derive their information only from defective books and not from 
local knowledge. The feafon of the Monfoon was ftated to be 
unfavourable for the navigation of the Red Sea, and the defarts 
by which it was bordered were held to be totally impalTable. 
But to vigorous and determined minds few things are infur
mountable. "The man (Lord J\,1elville) who projected, and 
" perfevered in, the expedition to Egypt," faw very clearly 
that the expedition to the Red Sea could not fail under pro
per caution and management, and the event proved that he was 
right. 

Having thus fufficiently lhewn, as I conceive, the import
ance of the Cape as a military ftation, or depofitary of troops, 
with regard to the healthinefs of the climate, and the effects 
produced on the conftitution of foldiers, by being feafoned and 
exercifed a ihort time there, I ihall now proceed to fiate the 
comparative fmall expence at which the foldier can be fubfifted 
on this ftation, and the faving that muft neceffarily enfue both 
to Government and the Eaft India Company, by fending their 
recruits to the Cape to be trained for f ervice either in the Eaft 
or the Weft Indies. 

The 
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The Cape of Good Hope is the only milit·ary ftation that we 
liave poffeffed of late years, where gov~rnment waa enabled to 
make a faving by feeding the foldier. What I mean by this 
i~, where the ration, or fettled proportion of vicbials, could be 
furnilhed for a fum of money lefs than that whim is ftopped 
out of his pay ia confideration of it. In other parts of the 
globe, government is a very -confiderable lof1:r by feeding the 
f-ohlier; that is to fay, his ntion muA: be purchafed for a fum 
of money -more than that which is dedutl:ed from his pay. The 
government confents to this lofs for the accommodation of the 
fo1dicr, who, on moA: fiations, could not poffibly fubfift on his 
pay, on account of the dearnefs of provifions. At the Cape 
of Good Hope each ration coft the government fomething lefa 
than fixpence, which was the amount of the ftoppage deducted 
in lieu of it. At home, and in different parts abroad, as I have 
heen informed, the ration ftands the government in different 
fums from tenpence to haif-a-crow11. 

At the Cape of Good Hope, fome twenty years ago, two 
pound of butchers' meat coft one penny ; at the capture by the 
Englilh the price had advanced to one pound for twopence ; 
yet, notwithftanding the increafed demand, occafioned by the 
addition of five thoufand troops and near three thoufand fea. 
men, frequently more than this number, with aH the various 
attempts and combinations that were pra6:ifed (and, on a certain 
occafion in the year 1800, very unwife1y countenanced "by 
high authority,} to raife the price of this article, the contra& 
for fupplying the garrifon was never higher than at the rate of 
two and five-eights pounds for fixpence. Two poundt: of good 
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wholefome bread might be general_ly purchafed for twopence. 
Even in the midft of a fcarcity, which threatened a famine, 
bread rofe no higher than twopence the pound ; and all kinds 
of fruit ana vegetables are fo abundant, and fo cheap, as to be 
within the reach of the pooreft perfon. A pint of good found 
wine may be procured for threepence; and, were it not for 
the circumftance of the licence for felling wine by retail being 
fumed out as one fource of the colonial revenue, a pint of the 
fame wine would coft little more than three-halfpence. 

This farming out the wine licence was a fubjelt of grievance 
to the foldier, as it compelled him to buy his wine in fmall 
quantities-at the licenfed houfes, when the civilians and houfe
keepers were allowed to purchafe it in cafks of twenty gallons~ 
at the rate of five or fix rix-dollars the cafk, which is juft about 
half the retail price he was obligea to pay for it. Yet, vexatious
as fuch a regulation appeared to be, it was ftill fufficiently cheap 
to enable the foldier to purchafe fully as much as was ufeful to 
him. Numbers of the foldiers, indeed, contrived to fave money 
out of their pay. The 9 I ft regiment of Highlanders, in parti
cular, were known to have remitted a good deal of money to 
their famiiies in Scotland ; and many of the ferjeants of the dif
f«cnt regiments, at the evacuation of the colony, had fav.ed from. 
one to two hundred pounds in hard money. 

In the year 1800 the government, in order to bring a little 
more money into the tr-eafury from the wine licence, directed, 
by proclamatioa, that the retail fellers 1hould demand from the 
foldier the increafed price of eightpence the bottle, inftead of 
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fixpence, which, however, they had prudence enough to de. 
dine. The fum brought into the government treafury by 
tolerating this monopoly, averaged about feventy thoufand rix. 
dollars annually. But in the event of the Cape falling again 
into our hmds, which fooner or later muft happen, if it be an 
objecl to fecure our Indian poffeffions, it would be wife to fup
ply this part of the revenue b_y fome other means. 

Government like.wife derived other profits befides lhofe which 
accrued from the cheapnefa of the ratkms. The Deputy Pay
mafter-General drew bills on his Majcfty•s Paymafters-General 
in Englar..d, in exchange for the paper currency of the colony, 
in which all the contingent and extraordinary expences of the 
garrifon were paid. Thefe bills, except in the firft few months 
when there was not yet any demand for remktances, and when, 
perhaps, their credit was not fully cftablifhed in the minds of 
the Dutch, always bare a premium againft the paper, varying 
from five to thirty per cent., but fixed, for tlle greateft part of 
the time, at twenty per cent. They would, indeed, have ad. 
vanced to a much higher rate ; for the merchant, unable to mako 
bis remittances to any great ext-ent in colonial produce, or in In
dia goods, which, if permitted, might have been injurious to the 
interefts of the Eaft India Company, was under the neceffity of 
purchafing thefe bills. Lord Maeartney, ho.we.:er, confidertcl 
it expedient to fix tile premium, at twenty per cent., deeming it 
right that government bills 1hould bear the bighei premium of 
bills that might be in the market, but. at the fame time, not to 
proceed to fuch a height as to become opprcffive either to the 
merchant or the public : So that if the ration waa fupplied to. 
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govemment for nvepence-halfpenny in paper currency,. th~ 
real coft was liule more-taan fourpence-halfpeno7. 

The amouat of bills drawn for tbe-contingent and extraor
dinary expences of the- army, from the ift of Oll.ober 1795, 
when the colony was taken, to the ~8th of July 1802, the 
time it ihould have been evacuatecl, as appears from the Deputy 
Paymafter's books, is 1,045,8.t4L 14-'- 1d. upon part of which 
(for part was drawn at par for fpecie) the profi't derived to his 
Majefty's government amounts. to. the Cum of 115,719 l. 31. 1 tl. 

Another fource or proiit, which might have· been very con .. 
fiderable, was derived from the importation of f pecic. The 
fubfifteacte of the foldiers, it may be obferved, was always paid 
in hard money, and not in paper currency. The SpanHh dollar 
was Ufued in payment t<i> the .troops at the rate of five ihillings 
fterling, which I imagine might have been purchafed and fent 
out at four filillings and fourpence each, making thus a profit 
gf more than fifteen per cent. on the P2Y, as welt as on the 
extraordinaries, of the army. The fum that was thus imported 
amounted te 103,426/. 181. 3d. Upon which, fuppofing th~ 
whole fent out by government, which I ooderftand was not 
uaaly the cafe, though nearly fo, the profits muft have been 
1s,514/. at home, befide&an additional profit of 710/. 131. 3d: 
arifing fiom a fmall quantity of fpecie bought in the Cape. 
The goivernment alfo fent eut abo11t four thoufand pounds of 
copper money, in penny pieces, which were circulated at two

pence, from which there was confequendy another profit de
mved. of 4000 ,~ 
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Shortly after the capture of the Cape, General Craig, finding 
it impoffib.Ie to raife, upon bills, a fofficient fum of paper cur
rency to defray the extraordinaries of the army, was-reduced 
to the bold meafurc of ftamping a new paper Hfue, on the cre
dit of the BritHh government, to the amount of fifty thoufand 
pounds; a fum that was never redeemed from circulation, nor 
brought to any account, until the final reftoration of the colony. 
So that the intereft of this fum for feven yean produced a. fur
ther profit to government of 17,500/. 

By taking thefe fums together, nameTy, 

Profit on bills drawn £. 115,719 3 r 
- on fpecie imported 16,,24 13 3 
- on copper money -
- on paper money circulated 

We have 

4,000 0 0 

17,500 0 0 

£. 153,443 16 4 

which may be confidered as a clear· gain to the government, 
(independent of the faving on each ration) and, confequently'> 
a leffening of the expenditure that was occaGoned at the Cape 
of.Good Hope. 

A:, ... ,ic: expenditure has been ftated to be fo enormous, as more 
than ta counterbalance the advantages refulting from the. pof:. 
feffion of the fcttlement, and we have already feen how im
portant thefe advantages are, when confidered in only one 
point of view, it may not be amifs to point out, in as correct a 
mann,r as the nature of the fubjed will admit, the exacl: fom 
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wl1ich 10t~t amount, divided by feven, gives 255,597 I. 7 s. 
for the annual average expence incurred in the military depart .. 
ment at the Cape of Good Hope. But it would be the height 
of abfurdity to fay, that even this fum, moderate a& it ia, was 
an additional expeRce to Government in confequence of the 
capture -0f -this fettlement.; fince it is not only compofed of the 
expences of maintaining the garrifoo, and the contingencies and 
.extraordinaries of the army, but it includes, likewife, the pay, 
the fubfi{lencc, and the .clothing of an army of five thoufand 
men. Now as thefe troope mull have been fed, clothed, and 
paid in any other place, as well as at the Cape of Good Hope, 
~md as I have fuewn, at a much greater expence, it is certainly 
not fair to charge -this fum to the account of the garrifon of the 
Cape. Even in peace the commiffioned officers would have re
ceived their half pay, which atone would amount to a fum 
from 100,000 /. to 150,000 I~ 

There is little reafon, theref'ore, in reality, for confidering the 
Cape in the light ot an expenfive fettlement. In fact, the fums 
of money, that have been expended there, dwindle into nothing 
,upon a comparifon with Come of the Weft India Hlands, whofe 
importance are a feather when weighed againft that of the Cape 
of Good Hope. Viewing it only as a point of fecurity to our 
Indian poffeffions, and as a nurfery for maturing raw recruits 
into complete foldiers, the queftion of expence falls to the 
ground. Of the fevera1 millions that are annually raifed for 
the fupport of government at home, and its dependencies abroad, 
a fmall fraaion of one of thefe millions may furely be allowed 
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for the maintenance of a ftation whofe ad vantages are incal
culable. 

But the article of ex pence, trifling even in war, could be no 
object whatfoever in time of peace. The fortifications, which 
were in the moft ruinous condition when the place was taken, 
being finifhed in a complete manner, would require no further 
expence than that of merely keeping the works in repair, w,hich 
might amount, perhaps, to an annual fum of five thoufand 
pounds. The contingencies and extraordinaries of the army 
could not, at the utmoft, amount to twenty thoufand pounds ; 
fo that twenty-five or thirty thoufand pounds would be the ex
tent of the contingent and extraordinary expences of the Cape 
in time of peace ; a fum that, by proper management, and a. 
prudent application of the revenues of the colony, might eafily 
be defrayed out of the public trcafury there, and leave a fur
plus adequate to all the demands of the civil department, to
gether with the neceffary repairs of public works and buildings. 

The manner in which I calculate is thus : from a review of 
the colonial revenues, I find that the average in the Dutch Go
vernment in ten years, from J 784 to J 794 was little more than 
100,oco rix dollars yearly, but that by the regulations and new 
impofts made by the Dutch Commiffaries General in J 793, the 
amount in the following year was 2 J J ,568 rix dollars. They 
afterwards experienced a confiderable increafe, and from the 
fi'rft year of Lord Macartney' s adminifi:ration they rofe gradu
ally as follows: 
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From the I H Od. 1797 to the 30th Sept. 1 j98, 
they were R. d. 322,512 7 S 

1ft ditto 1798 to ditto 1799 360,312 o o 
I ft ditto 1799 to ditto 1 8 oo 369,596 o o 
1ft ditto 1800 to ditto 1801 450,713 2 4 

And it is here not unworthy of notice, that from the moment 
of the preliminaries of peace being known they fell, the lafl 
year's produce, being only 

From 1ft Oll:. 1801 to 30th Sept 1802 389,901 6 0 

And in the following year, as far of it as was expired, they 
were ftill lefs productive. 

In this ftate of progreffive improvement, under the BritiJh 
Government, without a fingle additional tax being laid, but on 
the contrary, fome taken off, and others modified, arrears of 
land-rent remitted and again accumulating, I think, without 
any danger of exaggeration, we might reckon upon a net annual 
revenue of half a million rix dollars, or one hundred thoufand 
pounds currency. The annual average expenditure, including 
falaries and contingencies of departments, with the necelfary re
pairs of public works and buildings, were, under the admini
ftrations of Lord Macartney and Lieutenant-General Dundas, at 
the moft about 300,000 rix dollars or 60,000 /. Suppofe then 
the contingencies and extraordinaries of the army to be 30,000/. 
the whole fum required would be 90,000./. or 450,000 rix 
dollars, the exalt amount of the colonial revenue at the clofe of 
the year 1801. 

The 
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The point of view, in which the importance of the Cape 
next prefents itfelf to our confideration, is its local pofition, as 
being favourable for diftributing troops to any part of the globe, 
and efpecia11y to our fettlements in the eaft, with facility and 
difpatch ; which is by no means the leaft among the advantages 
it poffeffes as a military ftation. For however important to a 
depot of troops the benefits may be that refult from a healthy 
climate, and cheapnefs of fubfiftence, their value would be 
materially diminilhed hy great <lillance from, or difficulty 
of conveyance to, fuch places where their fervices may be 
wanted. 

The longer the voyage the lefs effellive will the troops be 
on their arrival, and delay is dangerous even to a proverb. 
Perhaps it is not fayiog too much, that we are indebted to the 
Cape for the conqueft of Myfore and the overthrow of Tippoo ; 
not merely from the reinforcements fent from thence to join the 
Indian army, though they eminently contributed to the con• 
queft of Seringapatam, but from the vigilance of Lord Ma
cartney in detelling the tranfactions of the Sultaun's agents at 
the Hie of France, of which, at that time, they ~•ere ignorant in 
India, and the active meafures he took to communicate fpeedy 
intelligence thereof to the Governor-General of Bengal. " I re• 
" ccived," the Marquis of Wellefley obferves, in his dif patch to 
the Court of Direllors, " on the 18th of June 1798, a regular 
" authentication of the proclamation { of the Governor of the 
Ifie of France) in a letter from his Excellency the Earl of 
" Macartney, dated the 28th of March." And he atled, on 
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this intelligence, with that prudence, promptitude, and f pirit, 
for which the charall:er of the noble Marquis is fo eminently 
diftinguifhed. The object of Tippoo was to gain time in order 
that he might ftrengthen his pofition and augment his forces. 
But the rapid movement of our troops towards his capital, as 
foon as his hoftile views were confirmed, fruftrated his plans, 
and effected the total fubverfion of his country. Both the mo
ment of attack and the reinforcement from the Cape were ac
knowledged to be important; in either of which a failure might 
have proved fatal to the campaign, and would, at all ~vents, have 
poftponed the day of victory. 

The almoft incredible celerity, with which twelve hundred 
effeflive men joined the Egyptian army in high health and f pi
rits from the Cape of Good Hope, is another inftance that muft 
force conviflion of its vaft importance as a milirary ftation. 
Nor are the advantages afforded by its geographical pofition of 
acquiring and conveying intelligence with ref pelt to the affairs 
of neighbouring nations, or of embarking troops, precarious or 
depending on chance ; there being fcarcely a week in the year 
in which EnglUh whalers or merchantmen, or fhips of neut-ral 
powers, do not touch at the Cape, ef pecially on their outward
bound voyage. And moft of thefe are willing to engage as 
tranfporta. 

It appears from the books of the Cuftom-houfe, and the re
turns of the Captain of the port, that there failed from the 
Cape 
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In 1799 
1800 

1801 
1802 

103 fl1ips 
109 ditto 
130 ditto 
131 ditto 

being, in four years, 473 fhips, 

befides the men of war and coafting veffels. Of thefe Sz were 
Americans, 66 Danes, 24 Portugueze, 15 from Hamburgh, and 
6 Swedes, 4 from Pruffia and Bremen, and the rell EngliJh. 

The Americans, for fome years paft, have been cftablilhing 
a very confiderable carrying trade from the eaftward on the 
ruins of the Dutch commerce, and have acquired no f mall por
tion of the India and China trade. The fhips of this nation 
have always found it convenient to touch at the Cape, partly 
for the fake of refrefhing their crews, but with a view, at the 
fame time, of difpofing of the whole or any part of their cargo 
to advantage. This cargo is generally lumber, or it is compofed 
of what they quaintly .term notions, from the great variety and 
affortment of goods which they take a fancy, or notion, may 
fucceed. In payment of fuch a catgo they are glad to get bills 
on India for hard money, which they carry to China to purchafe 
teas, nankeens, and porcelain. From the Cape to India they 
are always willing to be employed as tranfports. 

The fit11ation is pretty much the fame with regard to the 
Danes. But the affiftance of neither the one nor the other 
could poffibly be wanted, provided the numerous fleets of our 
Eaft India Company were permitted to touch at the Cape. 

3 With-

Digitized by Google 



rh TRAVELS IN 

Without the leaft inconvenience to their commercial concerns., 
thefe £hips might tranf port from England to the Cape a conftant 
fucceffion of raw recruits to be formed there into complete fol
diers, from whence they might take on board as many of the 
latter as {hould be wanted to reinforce their vaft armaments in 
India. 

In a word, the advantages that England would acquire by re
taining poffdiion of this grand out-work of all Afia cannot fuf
ficiently be appreciated. Nor are thefe advantages to be con
fidered as exclufively confined to England. Other nations 
trading to the eaft would £hare the benefit arHing from the Cape 
as a BritHh colony. During the late war, the Danes, the Swedes, 
the Hamburghers, and the Americans, were allowed to re
freth, and derived every advantage on the fame terms as. the 
Englifh. The only diftindion was an additional duty of five 
per cent. on goods brought in fo~ign bottoms. In all other 
refpeas the trade of the Cape was open to them in the fame 
manner as to BritHh fubjccb. There was no monopoly granted 
to individuals for fervieg foreign lhipping with provifions and 
l'efrefhments as was the cafe under the Dutch government; 
when it is well known they were obliged to pay at leaf\: double 
the price of the market for every article brought on board. 
Were France in polfeffion of the Cape there is reafon to fuppofe 
that, according to the commercial f yftem which her prefent 
government was endeavouring to eftabliLh, the reftrictiona the 
would impofe at this important. ftation would amount to a total 
cxclufion of foreign 1hipping. 

To 
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"f o England· the Cape is tnore valuable as a point of ef;. 
fel\ual fecurity to her Indian trade and fettlements than aa a 
place of annoyance to other nations, or as to the means-it af
fords of interrupting their commercial concerns. The un
bounded credit of the Eaft India Company, the irnmenfity of 
its capital employed, the fuperior quality of BritHh manufactures, 
and the low rate at which they can be afforded in foreign mar. 
kets, will always enfure to them the heft patt of the trade to 
India and Ctiina, and give to England a preference before the 
other maritime powers of Europe, or that of America. No 
naval power, therefore, except France, could feel any jealoufy, 
nor entertain reafonable grounds of objeaion aga-inft the Cape 
becoming a fettlement of the BritHh empire ; but every one of 
them are very materially interei\ed, and the Americans more 
~fpecially, that it fuould not fall into the hands of France; who 
would not fail, on every £light occafion, to aim at excluding 
her numerous ihips from the Indian Seas, and eudeavour to 
annihilate her growing commerce in the eaft; whilft to England, 
I again repeat it, the Cape is to be confidercd as chiefly important 
on account of the advantage• it holds forth as a point of fecurity 
to her valuable poffeffions in the eaA:, agaioA: the defigns of an 
ambitious and implacable enemy. 

We have al-ready, it1deed, experienced the truth of this re
mark. The Ifles of France and Bourbon were rendered ufelefs 
to the French during the late war, and incapable of giying to us 
the leaft annoyance in the EaA:cm SeaiJ, from the moment that 
their {hips of war and privateers had been deflroyed by our 
cruizers from the Cape. They were neither able to. fend troopa 
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to thefe iilands from France, nor from thence to India. The 
trade of the Americans fuffered no interruption in the Eaftern 
Seas, nor that of the Portugueze in the Southern Atlantic. In the 
hands of the French it would have been a point equally conve
nient for affifting the Spaniards at Rio de la Plata, or attacking 

the Portugueze at Rio de Janeiro: whiHl: againft us it would 
have furnifhed the moft effectual means of endangering the 
fecurity to our Indian trade and fettlements. 

The poffeffion of this place, at an early period of the war, 
fo completely excluded every hofiile power from the Indian 
Seas, threw fo great an increafc of commerce into our hands by 
that exclufion, left us in fuch quiet and undifiurbed dominion 
in the eaftern world, and gave us fo many folid advantages un. 
exampled in any former war, that one would fuppofe it to be 
a moral impoffibility for the Eaft India Company to be unmind
ful of the fource from whence they fprung. But things that 
are apparently of little value in themfelves, are fometimes mag
nified by intenfe obfervation, f well into importance by difcuf
fion, and become indifpenfable by contention; whilft objecl:s of 
real moment lofe their magnitude when flightly viewed, or feen 
only at a difiance, grow little by neglect, and ufelefs without a 
quarrel. 

The French feem to have been aware of the truth of this ob. 
fervation, by avoiding any <lifcuffion, in the late negociation 
for peace, refpelling the importance of the Cape of Good Hope. 
Their views, no doubt, were well known to our Government, 
which induced it, in the very firft fketch of the conditions of 
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peace, to propofe that the Cape of Good Hope lhould be re
fiored to the Dutch, or be declared a free port. The latter, 
however, happened to be jufi: what France could have wilhed, 
and it was, then~fore, on further confideration, refiored in futl 
fovereignty to its ancient poffeffors. France, finding that her 
purpofe would be completely anfwered when once it was refcued 
out of the hands of the Engli£h, made no obJed:ion to this ar
rangement. Ceylon fhe confidered as a lefs important facrifice, 
although 01e knew it to be a much greater to Holland than that 
of the Cape. The latter bas always been an expenfive fettle
ment to the Dutch, whilfi: from the former they derived a con
fi<lerable revenue. Had the Cape been demanded on the part 
of England, there can be little doubt the French would have 
been no lefs tenacious in rejecling the propofat than they were 
with regard to l\.falta; being well convinced that thefe two pof

feffions, in the hands of England, would be two grand points 
of fecurity to her Indian empire, of which they have long been 
fo jealous. 

I have no intention to difcufs the comparative importance en 
thefe two ftations to England, confidering them both to be 
effentialJy neccffary to her independence as well as to the pro
tet\ion of her commerce and fettlcments, fo long as the refilefs 
and aggrandizing fpirit of the French Government fhall con
tinue to difturb lhe peace of Europe. It may not, however, 
be improper to endeavour to point out, and to compare fame 
of the inconveniences that would neceffarily have refulted to 
our ttade and fettlemenia in the £aft. Indies during the late war, 
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from either one or the other of thefe places being in the hands 
of an ambitious enemy. 

In the firft place, it may be confidered as a general principle 
that has long been rooted in the French Government, and from 
which it wilt never depart, to aim at the overthrow of our 
power in India, and to endeavour to erea upon its ruins an em
pire of their own. To accompli{h this point, and in confe
quence thereof, in the language of the prefent Corfican ruler, 
" To (hike a blow at England which will be followed up with 
" its complete deftruaion," they know there are but two roads 
to take : the one by getting polfeffion of Egypt and Syria, where 
they might collea and feafon their troops for the grand expedi
tion, either by fea or land ; the other by occupying the Cape of 
Good Hope. The former they tried in the hope of fuccefs, be
caufe they knew the other to be a defperate attempt. Had they, 
or their forced ally, the Dutch, kept polfeffion of the Cape, 
there is no reafon for fuppofing that the fame fleet which failed 
for Egypt, might not have failed, from fome other port, to this 
ftation ; or that they could not have flipped out from time to 
lime almoft any number of troopa they might have thought 
proper to fend. Thefe troops, when feafoned and prepared at 
the Cape, for a warmer climate, could eafily have been tranf
ported to the lfles of France and Bourbon, where the French 
would not only continue to draw fupplies from the former, and 
to vill:ual and provifion their Jhips of war and tranf ports from 
thence, as in the American war, but where they could not fail 
to have received a material reinforcement to their 1hipping from 
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the Dutch; for·jt may be recollecl:ed, that the fleet under the 
command of Admiral Lucas reached Saldanha Bay, in fpite of 
the obftacles which the Southern Atlantic prefented, by the Cape 
being then in our hands. This fleet combined with that of the 
French would have required a naval force, on our part, in tbe 
Indian Seas that might not have been quite convenient for us to 
fpare. It is poffible, alfo, they might have eluded the vigilance 
of our force, as their object would not have been fo much to 
fight us, as to have put in execution a plan that many are in
dined to fuppofe floated in the mind of Buonaparte when be 
took the road of Egypt, though he was foon convinced of the 
futility of it by that route without at leaft double the number of 
troops; his whole army being barely fufficient to keep the con
quered cguntry in fubjel\:ion. 

Among many reafons, which led to this conjecl:ure, was the 
work of Mr . .Anquetil Duperron on India, which, as I have 
already obferved, being withheld from publication for fifteen 
years on account of the information it contained* and of which 
it was fuppofed the Englilh might avail themfelves, was haftily 
iff ued from the prefs on the failing of this memorable expedi
tion ; being intended, moft probably, as a guide for the officers 
on their arrival in India. This intelligent writer, who, to a 
mind capable of obfervation and deep reBeB:ion, adds the great 
advantage of local knowledge, fixes on the coaft of Malahar as 
the foundation and corner-ftone of their Jong projel\:ed empire 
in India. The confiderations which induce him to give this 
coaft the preference are, among others, the facility of poffcffing 
the paffes of the neighbouring mountains and of thus fecuring 
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the internal commerce of Hindofian-the opportunity it would 
afford of entering into an alliance with the Mahrattas, whom he 
confiders as a warlike and faithful people-the eafy intercourfe 
that might be maintained from this coaft with the Perfian gulph, 
the Red Sea, the Ifles of France and Bourbon, Madagafcar, and 
the Cape of Good Hope. 

Thefe are certainly important confiderations, and demand all 
the vigilance and attention of our Government in India. Even 
a fmall force of French troops, had they been thrown upon t'he 
coaft of Malabar, at the very moment when our forces were 
drawn off into the Myfore, againft the Sultaun•s army, might 
have proved fatal to our poffeffions on this coaft. The ufurper 
would, no doubt, have obtained his reinforcement from the Ifle 
of France, and probably without our knowledge, rendering, by 
their means, the conqueft of Seringapatam doubtful. If, in fuch 
a ftate of things, the French forces could have gained a footing 
at Bombay, Goa, or Guzzarat, and intrigued themfelves into 
an alliance with the Mahratta powers, though it might not have 
realized their project of an Indian empire, it would, at leaft. 
have been deflrultive of our poffeffions in the weft of the pe
ninfula, to hold which, indeed, Mr. Anquetil confiders as fatal 
to our power in India. 

On this fubjelt his opinion is not fingular; before the over
throw of the Myfore kingdom, there were many of our own 
countrymen, whofe fentiments in this refpell: accorded with 
his; and who, like himfelf, have not only a profound know
ledge of Indian politics, but are well acquainted with the phy-
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fical and moral character of the natives, their feveral connec• 
tions and relations; and who, at the fame time, poffefs the ad
vantage that local information fo eminently affords. 

Thefe gentlemen were then fully perfoaded, that if the native 
powers of India could once totally get rid of Europeans, they never 
would again admit them as inmates, if they could poffibly avoid 
it ; and that if we fairly re]inquifhed the Malabar and Coro
mandel coafis, it would not be difficult to keep others out of 
them for ever. It might fairly be aik.ed, indeed, if our prefent 
poffeffions there anfwer to us the advantages expected from 
them? Do they produce a furplus revenue, either in money or 
merchandize, over and above their immediate occafions and 
expences, to fay nothing of the extraordinary charges they are 
expofed to from infurrel\:ion or invafion ? Have they not re
abforbed, not only all their own refources, but drained Bengal 
of immenfe fupplies to preferve them from perithing ? Have 
we, or can we expect to find, interior rcfources there to depend 
on, without having recourfe to Bengal for fupport? If we have 
not, and the India budget convinces us that we have not, would 
it be unwife to take early meafures for converting our prefen.t 
hollow truce with the native powers of Southern India into a 
folid alliance with them, and {by the ceffion of what we can 
never hold at aU without jealoufy and envy, and never can hold 
long without contefl:,) for a valuable confideration, which, no 
doubt, might be had, cut away every inch of ground there, 
which the French might hope to ftand upon. In fuch cafe the 
poffeffion of the Cape or Ceylon would then be of lefs moment 
to us, our Indian force would. be concentrated and invulnerable . 

1ll 

Digitized by Google 



TRAVELS IN 

in the provinces of Bengal, which, with China, afford an ample 
revenue, and a beneficial commerce, that no enemy is likely to 

deprive us of for a long period of dme. But thefe fpeculations 
would all have vanifhcd into air, had we retained the Cape at a 
peace, the poffeffion of which, from its pofition on the globe, 
would contribute greatly to fecure our territories in Southern 
India, the danger to which is otherwife fo much to be appre
hended. The conqueft of Myfore has certainly contributed in 
no fmall degree to our fecurity on the Malabar coaft ; has con
folidated our power in Southern India, and rendered the junc
tion of foreign forces with the Mahratta powers more difficult 
if not altogether imprall:icable. On the northern parts of this 
coaft only are we vulnerable in India by fea. 

Suppofing, however, the views of the enemy, on the Ma
labar coaft, to have failed, they would, at leaft, have been ena
bled, with the affiftance of the Dutch, to annoy and cut up our 
Indian and China trade by the multitude of cruizing veff,ls fent 
out from their iflands of France and Bourbon, and from the 
Cape of Good Hope. Even under every difadvantage, the 
French frigates and the neft of privateers on the Mauritius fta
tion did much mifchief at the commencement of the late war, 
and although they had few reinforcements from France, it re .. 
quired five years, with a very all:ive and powerful fquadron 
from the Cape and from India, before they were all taken and 
deftroyed. What then muft have been the cafe, if, inftead of 
the Engli{h poffeffing this impoiitant ftation, it had been an 
enemy's port for affembling, refitting, and refrelhing the com
bined fleets of the French and Dutch ? It is uoneceifary to ob-
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fene, that neither of thefe powers would have found much 
difficulty in reaching the Cape with fingle ihips, when we have 
an inftance of a whole fleet of Dutch ihipe arriving there not
withfianding they were fifteen weeks on their paffage. This 
fingle fleet, afHng from the Cape, might have been produclivc 
of much inconvenience, expence, and injury to England, and 
cfpecially to the trade of the Eaft India Company. \Vere, in
deed, the French and Dutch to keep up a proper naval force at 
this place, it is extremely doubtful if any of the homeward. 
bound fleets of the Eaft India Company would ever reach Eng• 
land, or if they did, it would be under an expence of convoy 
fo enormous, that the profits on the cargoes would be inade
quate to meet it; but of this we £hall have occafion to fpeak 
more particularly in the next chapter. Such are the dangers 
to be apprehended in confequence of the Cape being held by an 
enemy. 

The principal difadvantages that would refult to England by 
leaving Malta in the poffeffion of France appear to be, in the 
firft place, the power it would give them of excluding our ihips 
from that port, the beft, undoubtedly, in the Mediterranean, 
and of increafing their force there to the complete deftruaion of 
our Mediterranean trade; and fecondly, the means it would 
afford of facilitating their views upon Egypt, by enabling them 
to throw into that country a force fufficient to renew their pro
jell: upon India. 

With regard to the extent and importance of the Mediter
ranean trade I f peak with diffidence, but I am not apprehenfivc 
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of hazarding much by faybg that it admits not of a compa_rifon 
with that of India and China, though, perhaps, too valuable to 
be altogether relinquilhcd. In this ref ped: the value of Malta 
ts certainly lefs important than that of the Cape of Good Hope. 
13ut the fecond point is of a more ferious nature. Some, how
ever, are of opinion, tl1at although the fubjngation of Egypt 
may at any time be accomplifhed by the French, through Malta, 
yet, in fuch an event, we have every reafon to ex pelt that the 
vigilance and activity of a Britifh fleet, and the valour of Bri
tifh fo)diers, would always enable us to dif pute with them the 
palfage of Syria. That, admitting even they lhou]d fucceed in 
co11elling at Suez an army equal to their willies, the difficulties 
t>f tranfporting this army to India would be almofi: infurmount
able. If it be meant by thofe who fupport this opinion that 
the attempt is to be made by fea, whilfi: the Cape remained in 
our poifcffion, I have little hefitation in agreeing with them 
that it would certainly fail. During the lafi: war, when their 
troops had marched to Suez, they had not a fingle fhip in the 
Red Sea that dared to carry the French flag, nor, with the Cape 
and Ceylon in our hands, could they at any future period have 
a fleet of any defcription without our permiffion. 

But we wlll even allow them to have alfembled at Suez a 
fleet of their own ihips, or of the country coafi:ers, fufficient to 
take on board their armament deftined for the Malabar coat\. 
The next quefi:ion is, where, or in what manner, are they to 

victual and to provifion fuch a fleet for a month or five weeks 
pafiage, and efpe-clal1y in the f up ply of the iildifpenfable ar-ticle 
of water: The fountains of Mofes, it is true, furnUh a fupplr 
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of water at all feafons of the year, but they are fituated at twelve 
miles diftance from Suez. Water m:iy be, likewife, and is, col
lected in tanks or refervoirs near the town, but it foon grows 
fetid. The difficulty, however, of viclualling and watering 
fuch a fleet, though great, is not infurmountable, and therefore 
may be allowed to be got over. 

The dangerous navigation of the Red Sea, in which it ap• 
pears not fewer than fifteen armed iliips were loA: between the 
time of the French entering Egypt, and the figning of the de
finitive treaty of peace, is the next obftacle that prefents itfelf, 
and which may alfo be furmounted. But as the navigation 
down this fea can only be performed fix months in the year, on 
account of the periodical winds which there prevail, we can 
always know, within fix months, when fuch a fleet would at
tempt to pafs the narrow ftrait of Babelmandel, and be prepared 
accordingly. This ftrait is completely commanded by the ifland 
of Perim, againft which th.ere is no other objel\.ion but the 
want of Nater. If, however, we have allowed· the French to 
formount fo many difficulties before they can arrive at the 
ftrait of Babelmandel, we may furely give ourfelves the credit 
of being able to overcome this fingle objection againA: the ifland 
of Perim. A refervoir to collea and preferve rain water might 
be conftruaed; or, by digging below the level of th~ fea, freth 
water would, in all probability, be obtained; or, at any rate, 
water might be tranfported thither from the continent, fufficient 
for the fupply of the fmall garrifon that would be neceifary to 
protea the ftrait. The poifeffion of this ifland, with a few fri
gates, is faid to be competent for the deftrud:lon of all the craft 
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that could poftibly be collelled and Cent down from Suez and 
all the other porta of the lled Sea. Little, therefore, is to be 
apprehended from the defigns of the Frcach on India by the 
way of the Red Sea, fo long as we can command the ftrait and 
vitlual the t'orce neceff"ary to be ftationcd there ; advantages 
which the poff"effion of the Cape and of Ceylon would always 
enable us to make ufe of. 

But if through the Cape the French can contrive to affemble
and vidual a large armament in the Indian Seas, we muft have 
an immenfe force to prevent Cuch an armament from co-opera
ting with a body of troops that may previoudy have been. 
thrown into Egypt and Syria, a plan -which they probably in
tended to have carried into eft"clt, had not the ambitious views 
of the Conf ul put ua on our guard, ancl rendered the prefent war 
both juft and necefi"ary. Such a plan, at any futur~ period of 
peace, may eafily be realized, long before any intelligence of it 
could reach India, or any force be fent out from England to 
counterall it, if Malta and the C.pe-of Good Hope were acccf. 
fible to the French, but ~oufd not be carried into execution. pro
vJded the Cape be left in our hands, and converted into a naval 
and military ftatioo, for which it ia fo peculiarly adapted. 

What the confcquence might be of an attempt entirely f>r 
land, from Greece or Syria to India, is not quite fa certain ; and 
under the prefent circumftances of the French, it is not im
probable that the experiment will be made by land and not by 
fca. If, indeed, the emperor Paul bad lived to carry into exe
cution his wild but dangerous fcheme, of afi"embling a large 
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body of troops OD the eaftern borders of tbe Carpian Sea, to a& 
in concert with the French, it is di8icult to fay where tlN: mif. 
chief of their quixotifm might have ended. The minds of meta, 

intoxicated with power and maddened by ambition, are not to 
be meafured by the fune motives which ufually guide the adiom 
of mankind. It is certain that neither Paul nor Buonaparte 
regarded the great wafte of men that fuch a projell would have 
occafioned. They 111uft have known that by no precautioo nor 
exertion could they have made fure of a conftant fupply of pro
vifions for fo vaft a combined army ; but fuch knowledge would 
not have prevented them from making the experiment, the liva 
of their people being objefb of little confideration with them. 
If, like the hoft of Xerxes, they thould be compelled to feed OD 

grafs and the Oirubs of the thicket, or, like the army of Cam
byfes, in their march againft the Ethiopians, be reduced to the 
(lill more dreadful neceffity of killing every tenth man to feed 
the reft, what rcmorfe would Cuch calamities occafion in the 
breaft of that man, who could deliberately put to death by poi
fon the companions of his vidoriee, for no other fault than the 
misfortune of being difabled by ficknefs l 

Yet, although vaft numbers would neceffarily periih in fach 
an enterprize, the ref 1.1k might, neverthele&, be the means of 
ihaking our fecurity in India; and this would be confidered u 
a moft ample compenfation for any lofa the enemy might fuftaiQ 
in the expedition. The obftaclea that have been urged again& 
it were, perhaps, cquall7 great and numeroua whc:n the M.. 
dooian hero undertook to march his army acrofs the fame coun
tries.; yet he Offl'CIIDC them alL And if Alcxaoder could f11c-
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ceed in penetrating into India, why not Buonaparte, fince mi
litary fr.ill and tauics are now fo much fuperior among Euro
peans co what they were in his day, whilil they ha,e rem;ii aed 
nearly fiationary in the nations of the eaft l Ko fufficient reafon 
can, perhaps, be affigned why the one, with the fame or with 
incre.1fed means, and with talents, perhaps, not Jefs fuited to 

apply thefe means to the heft advanta;e, fuould not be able tQ 

proceed to the fame length that the other did. 

That no part of his army would ever return is extremely 
probable. \Vhen a confiderable proportion had perilhcd by 
fatigue, by ficknefs, and by famine, the reft, in all human pro
bability, by change of climate, manner of living, and by inter
marrying with a new people, would produce a new race, and 
that race would ceafe to be Frenchmen. An army for fuch an 
expedition muft, in the outfet, be hnmenfe, to afford a fufficicnt 
number of men to maintain the conquered countries through 
which they mull pafs. The farther they proceeded the more 
formidable would be the enemies left in their rear; and on their 
approach to India, there are good grounds for fuppofing that 
the native powers would keep them in check, jealous, as they 
now muft be, of admitting new European vifitors, after the 
dearly bought experience they have already had of their old 
friends from that quarter. Thefe, however, are contingencies 
that amount to no fecurity of a failure in the main object of the 
expedition, namely, the deftrull:ion of our empire in the eaft. 
We iha11, perhaps, come neareft the mark by confidering the 
n-.oft ferious, and probably the only, obftade that would impede 
their progrefs in the countries that lie between Syria and India, 
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to be occa6oned by the great difficulty of procuring provifions 
and tranf porting the baggage and ammunition that would be 
required for fo large an army. But even thefe are difficulties 
which, by an enterprizing and determined mind, would be fur. 
mounted. 

Whether the French really intended to march an army by 
land, in the event of their having reduced Acre and got pofTef
fion of Syria, feems to be doubtful ; but it is pretty evident they 
entertained hopes, at one time, of being able to co-operate with 
the Sultaun of Myfore by the Red Sea, though it does not ap
pear that any previous plan had been concerted for tranf port
ing their troops from Egypt to India. The whole expedition-, 
indeed, fuould feem to have been_, in the firft inftance, a mo
mentary thought, without any further plan or defign than that 
of diverting the original intention of an armament, which was 
vauntingly calleJ the Army of England. The fact feems to be, 
that the power and the influence of Buonaparte, who had the 
command of this army, had rendered him the object of jealoufy 
and hatred to the Direcl:ory, who were equally glad with himfelf 
to have an excufe for changing the current of thefe vaft prepara
tions from a hazardous, almoft hopelefs, enterprize, whofe 
failure would have ended in equal difgrace both to the Directory 
and their general, into a romantic expedition that had the fanc
tion of the old government for the attempt, and, at all events, 
was more promifing of fuccefs than the pretended invafion of 
the BritHh iflands. The fame of Buonaparte required, in fad, 
to be fupported, at that time, by fome new and fignal adven,. 
ture which might be the means of refcuing him from the fe-
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eondary part the Dir«lory had referved for him, by the com
mand of a pretended expcditioa apinft their only remaining 
enemy. In thfo fituation Come ofhi1 mends, it ia fuppo(ed, fug
gefted to him the conqueft of Egypt, which had long been an 
objea of the French Government under the monarchy. The 
brilliancy of fuch a conqueft was well fuited to the enterprizing 
f pirit and ambitious views of the Corfican. It i& fuppofed, alfo. 
that the memoir which the philofopber Leibnitz prefented te 

Louis XIVth was put into his hands, and that the grand objetl:a 
held out therein took ftrong polfeffion of his mind. " Tbt 
" jofltrtignty of the fim-the Ety/trn Empire-the owrthrow ,f 
" .Jbe Porte-anJ •nifler/al arbilrlllio11:' were all to be accom• 
plUhcd by the conqucft of Egypt, a cooqucft that waa referv.e4 
for his mighty arm. " Soldiers,~' fa71 he, on the departure of 
the expedition, " you are about to undertake a conqueft, the 
" efFea:s of which, upon commerce and ci'tilization, will be in
"' calculable ; and the blow it will give to England will be fol• 
" lowed up with its deftrucUon:' 

But vain are often the hopca of man ! The brilliancy c,£ fuch 
a conqueft, however alluring at a diftance, feema to have faded 
-on the approach. Whether bis unfuccefsful attempt againft 
Acre had damped his ardour, and thrown an infurmountable 
barrier to any views he might have entertained againft India, 
or whether he meant to be fatisfied with annexing Egypt to 
the colonies of France, ia ftill matter of conj«lure ; but it would 
feem from one of his letters, publUhed in the interc:epted corre
fpondence, written at a time when he had not the leaft idea of 
laeing baftled in his fdicmes, and bis army finally driven out by 
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the Engtifh, that the acquifition of Egypt was the end or his 
de6gn, and that hia intention was to return to Paris as foon aa 
the neceffary arrangements could be made for ita future govern• 
ment. His objea, no doubt, as appean from his letters to the 
lting or England and the Emperor of Germany, was to obtain 
• general peace, and by cenain facrific:es on the pan of France 
or ita allies, to retain poffeffion of tbia new colony, from. 
whence, at fome diftant period, when-he had afTembled a fuffi• 
eicnt force-, aad prepared the necefiary quantity of fhipping ill 

the Red Sea, be migltt have availed himfelf of a favourable 
opportunity of making a defcent on the Malabar coaft. In 
fuch an event he was well aware that England, at that time, 
would never have relinquHhed the Cape of Good Hope, which 
he might thc:refere have propofed as •~ equinlent for Egypt. 
The importance which the- Jrench have attached to this half. 
way ftation between Europe and India, appean from the con
ferences which took place between Lord Malmcfbury and. 
Monfieur Dt la Crobt, wherein the latter perfifted that the Cape 
of Good Hope was ef infin'itcly greater importance to England 
than the Netherlands were to France, and that if our demand, 
for keeping it were acquiefced in, it thould be confidered aa a. 
Full and ample compenfation for them. " If," fays he, " you 
" are mafters of the Cape and Trincomalcf e, we {hall hold all 
" our fetdements in India, and the Mes of France a~i Bourbon 
" entirely at the tenure ef your will and pleafure; they will be 
" ours only aa long aa you choofe we thould retain them ; you 
" will be fole mailers ia India, and we thall be entirely de
•• pendent on you:' On one occafion he vehemently ex
claimed, " Your Indian empire alono has enabled you to fub-
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" fidize all the powers of Europe againft us, and your monopoly 
" of the Indian trade has put you in poffeffion of a fund of in
u exhauftible wealth !" 

As the French, in all human probability, will very foon be 
deprived of all their colonies in the weft, they will be more 
anxious to increafe their efiablHhmcnts in the eafi: ; and how
ever limited might have been the extent of their views on the 
memorable expedition to Egypt, there cannot now be a differ
ence of opinion on the fubjefr. India i&, undoubtedly, their ob-.. 
jelt, and to gain that object they will leave no meafures untried, 
nor regard the facrifice of thoufands. They have now, indeed, 
ftronger motives than ever for attempting the defiruclion of our. 
power in the eafi:. Driven from the moft valuable of their Weft 
India fettlements, by a condult of which the confequences 
might eafily have been forefeen, and in a fair way of lofing the 
reft, they will feek for reparation in Egypt and in India. If, 
however, England can fucceed in keeping them out of the 
Eaftern Seas, the feeble remains of their maritime ftrength muft 
f p,:edily be extingui£hed ; for without colonies they can have 
little or no foreign traJe, and confequently no feamen. To 
ef£ell this cefireable end, it wiU be indifpenfably necdfary 
for England to regain polfeffion of the Cape of Good Hope, 
which, with Malta and Ceylon, are the heft guarantees for the 
tranquillity of our Indian trade and fettlements, i:nd without 
which their fecurity muft always be confi<lered as precarious. 

It is almoft fuperfluous to obferve how much every nation of 
Europe is interefied, that the power of the BritHh empire 
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fhould, at this moment, be upheld by every poffible Cecurity that 
may enable her to refift the overwhelming and infatiable ambi
tion of France. Do the other powers vainly hope to meet a better 
fate under her triumphant arms than Holland, Hanover, or Swit
zerland have experienced, where, before the palfying arm of 
French tyranny had deftroyed their health and vigour, the peo. 
pie were profperous, happy, and free? Would Denmark or 
Sweden, Pruffia or the principalities of Germany, be treated 
with more confideration than the Italian provinces have been l 
Will Spain and Portugal increafe their influence, wealth, and 
commerce by being degraded into tributary provinces of France, 
and do they promife themfelves a better fecurity of their 
colonies by the humiliating alliance? Nothing, furelyt but the 
moft morbid apathy could prevent thefe and the reft of Europe 
from rifing in a mafs to wipe off the difgrace that has already 
fallen on fome, and momentar:ily threatens the reft. How is 1t 
poffible tbat thofe powers, who yet have the means of refcuing 
Europe from univerfal mifery, can remain inactive, and infen
fible of their own impending danger l A little ifland, animated 
with a great foul, is their only fecurity, and if that fhould faU, the 
tyrant's fell grafp will foon reach them all. The fyftem, deeply 
rooted in the mind of the Confular Government, appears to be 
that of univerfal and arbitrary dominion-to reduce all Europe 
into gallic provinces as Afia fell under the yoke of Rome. 

Nor would· the dreadful efFeB:s of French aggrandizement be 
confined to Europe, were they not completely checked by the 
maritime power of Great Britain. Afia, Africa, and South 
America would foon be overrun with Frenchmen. No one can 
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doubt, for a moment, what the fate of Egypt would be if Eng
lartd lhould telinquilh the poffeffion of Malta. The FirA: Conful, 
ind'eed~ in an unguarded moment of frenzy, has moft unequi
vocally a-vowed it. The deftruclion of the Ottoman Govern
inent ie another objed: of French ambition. One of the moil 
intelligent of tht French officers, in his cotref pondence with. the 
Executive Directory, obfervcs, "The Ottoman Empire is ge
,, hetally regarded as an old edifice, tottering to its fall. The 
'' European powers have lohg been preparing to divide its fcat
l, tered fr.igments, and many polititians conceive that the cataf
" trophe is clt1fe at hand. In this fulJpofilion, they think it but 
" right that France lliould have her fhare of the fpoils; 011d the 
"part allotted to her i:t Egypt." 

But let thole profelTed Cofmopoiites, who, from principles of 
pretended humanity, declare themfelves friends to the difmem
berment of the Turkilh Empire, reflea fetioufly on the confc
quenees that would inevitably enfue were France con'Cerned in 
the difi'olution and partition of this government Howevtr de
firable it may feem to free the Greeks from the trtiferable yoke 
under which they long have groaned, yet a fudden tranfition 
from fiavery to freedom would fcarcely be borne with more 
moderation b-y the Greeks, than by the French at home or the 
negroes in the Weft India Hlands. Nor would the horrors of a 
revolution be confined to the Turkifh provinces. The licen
tibm army who might effed: it; trained and accuftomed to rapine 
and piunder, led on by needy or ambitious officers, who, oa 
their part• are fpurred by the aggrandizing views of their go
vernment, would not be content to fit down with Egypt as their 
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{hare of the plunder. As Malta was the ftep that led them to 
Egypt, fo would Egypt be to Syria, and Syria to the poffeffion 
of India; to the plunder of that wealth which, in their opinion, 
is the great fupport of Britain. Thus would the fcourge of 
their inordinate ambition be felt from the Nile to the Gatlges, 
and from thence, in all probability, to t.he Yellow Sea, And by 
adverting to the geographical pofition of the fouthern extremity 
of Africa, in relation to other countries, and to the advantages 
it commands as a military ftation, we iliall perceive with what 
eafe might all the ports of South America be made fubfervient 
to their ambitious views, and how f peedily that great continent 
from the ifthmus of Darien to Terra del Fuego would fall into 
their infatiable grafp. The accomplilhment of thefe objecb, 
chimerical as they may appear, are prevented only by tbe 
tranfcendant and invincible firength of the Brituh navy. 

As it muft therefore obvioufly be the intereft of the w)Jole 
world that the reftlefs and aggrandizing fpirit of France 1hould 
efFecl:ually be counteraB:ed, and as the Cape of Good Hope and 
Malta in her poff'effion would forward her views at univerfal 
dominion, there can be no reafonablc objections ma-de on the 
part of the other powers of Europe igain.ll tbefe two grand 
points of fecurity being left, at a general peace., in the hands qf 
Engl~d, or, at all events, to be protected by EnglHh garrifone, 
as fome guarantee againft the defigna of the general eiaemy of 
the human race. 

As the im1>ortance of every military ftation muft depend, in 
a confidcrable degree, on the f ufficiency of the works that either 
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But ev.en ol<l feafoned troop8, after a long fea-Yoyage, are 
generally found to be difqualified, during a confiderable time, 
for any great exertion. The tone or elafticity of the mind bas 
become relaxed as well as the habit of body. Let any one re
collell: how he felt after a long fea-voyage, and aflt himfelf if 
he were capable of the fame exert-ion, and of undergoing the 
fame fatigue, immediately after landing as before his embarka
tion. The anfwer, I fancy, will be in the negative. The limbs, 
in falt, require to be exercifed in order to regain their ufual 
motions, and the lungs muft have practice before they will play 
with their ufual freedom in the cheft. And the(e effects. ad
verfe to prompt and energetic action, will generally be propor
tioned to the length of the voyage, and the privations to which 
men muft necetfarily fubmit. 

The very able and intelligent writers of the Preci1 des tvene
men1 mi/itairu, or Epitome of military events, feem to afcribe the 
defeat of the Ruffian column, commanded by General Hermann, 
in the affair at Bergen, where it was almoft cut to pieces, to their 
marching againft the enemy immediately after landing from a 
fea-voyage, although it had not been very long. They obferve 
that, " by being crowded on hoard tranf ports, and other in con
" veniencea experienced at fea, not only a confidcrable number 
0 of individuals are weakened to f uch a degree that they are in
" capable of any fervice, but whole corps fometimes prefent 
'' the fame difadvantages-the extreme inequality of ftrength 
" that, in Cuch cafes, prevails between the individuals or confti
,, tuent parts of corps, is, at once, deftructive of their aggregated 
" and combined impulfe." 
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If then fuch be the effec\:s produced on feafoncd troops, 011 

a fea-voyage of moderate length, they muR: be doubly felt by 
young recruits unaccuR:omed to the neceffary precautions for 
preferving their health. In fat\:, a raw recruit, put on board a 
fhip in England, totally unformed and undifciplined, will be 
much farther from being a foldier, when he arrives in India, 
than when he firR: A:epped on board. The odds are great that 
he dies upon the paffage, or that he arrives under incurable 
difeafe. And, indeed, of thofe who may chance to arrive in 
tolerable health, a great proportion dies in the feafoning, from 
the debilitating effeels of a hot climate. India is, perhaps, the 
worft place in the whole world for forming an European recruit 
into a foldier. Unable to bear the fatigue of being exercifed, 
his f pirits are moreover depreffed by obferving how little exer
tion men of the fame rank and condition as himfelf are accuf
tomed to make. It cannot, therefore, be denied that, as long 
as it !hall be found neceffary to recruit our large armies in India 
with European troops, it would be a moft Jefirable objea to be 
in poffeffion of fome middle ftation to break the length of the 
fea-voyage ; a ftation which at the fame time enjoyed a middle 
temperature of climate, between the extremes of heat and cold, 
to feafon the body and adapt it to fufiain an increafed quantity of 
the one or the other. 

The Cape of Good Hope eminently points out fuch a fiation. 
Its geographical pofition on the globe is fo commanding a fea
ture, that the bare inf peclion of a map, without any other in
formation, muft at once obtrude its importance and value in 
this as well as many other ref peas. Ita diftancc from the "oaft 
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of Brazil is the voyage of a month ; from the Dutch colonies 
of Surinam, Demarara, Berbice, and Effiquebo, with the Weft 
India iflands, fix weeks ; the fame to the Red Sea ; and t\V0 
months to the coafis of Malabar and Coromandel. With the 
cafi and the weft coafts of Africa and the adjacent iflands, it 
commands a ready communication at all feafons of the year. 
A place fo fituated, juft half way between England and India, 
in a temperate and wholefome climate, and productive of re
frefhments of every defcription, would naturally be fuppofed to 
hold out fuch irrefifiible advantages to the Eaft India Company, 
not only by its happy pofition and local afcendancy, but alfo 
by the means it affords of opening a new market and interme
diate dcpofitary for their trade and commodities, that they 
would have been glad to purchafe, at any price, an acquifition 
of fuch immenfe importance; and that fuch great advantages, 
however they misht be blinked by fame or unknown to others, 
would fpeedily have· forced a general conviction of their value, 
in fpite of real ignorance or affected iddifference. 

One might alfo have fuppofed that the poffeffion of the Cape 
of Good Hope would have fuggefied itfelf to the Eaft India 
Company as a place which would have removed many, if not alJ, 
of the difficulties that occurred to them, on the renewal of their 
privileges in 1793, when a depot for their recruits in Britain 
was in contemplation. The principal regulations propofed for 
fuch depolitary of troops, as contained in " Hifloric View of 
" Plans far Britfjh India," were the following :-" That the age 
" of the Company's recruits fuould be froin twelve to fifteen 
" or twenty, becaufe at this period of life, the conftitution was 
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" found to accommodate itfelf moA: eafily to the different varia
" tiona of climate-that the officers of the police ihould be 
cc empowered to transfer to the depot all fuch helplefs and in
cc digent youths as might be found guilty of mifdemeanors and 
" irregularities approaching to crimes-that the faid officers of 
cc police and others ihould be authorized to engage deftitute and 
cc helplefs young men in a fervice, where they would have a 
" comfortable fubfiftence, and an honourable employment
" that the young men fo procured ihould be retained in Great 
cc Britain, at the depot, for a certain time, in order to be in
" ftrull:ed in fuch branches of education as would qualify for 
" the duty of a non-commiffioned officer, and in thofe military 
" exercifes which form them for immediate fervice in the regi
" ments in India.,, 

Now of all the places on tbe furface of the globe, for the 
efiablithment of fuch a depot, the Cape of Good Hope is pre
eminently diftinguifhed. In the firft place, there would be no 
difficulty in conveying them thither. In every month of the 
year, the outward bound {hips of the Company, private traders, 
or whalers, fail from England, and the fewer that each fhip 
carried, the greater the probability would be that none of them 
ihould die on the paffage. And there is, perhaps, no place on 
the face of the earth in every refpell: fo fuitable as the Cape 
for forming them into foldiers. It poffeffes, among other ad
vantages, three that are invaluable ; healthinefs of climate, 
cheapnefs of fubfiftence, and a favourable fituation for f peedy 
intercourfe with moft parts of the world, and particularly with 
India. I 1hall make a few remarks on each of thefe points. 
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With regard to the healthinefa of climate, I do not confider 
it as necefTary to the prefent fubjecl: to gi?e copies of the regular 
returns of deaths in the feveral regiments that, for the laft feven 
years, have been ftationed at the Cape of Good Hope. Such 
dry details furnifh very little of the uf eful and lefs of the agree
able. They might, indeed, ferve to fhew, on a comparifon with 
other returns fcnt in from different foreign ftations, how very 
tr_ifling has been the mortality of troops in this fettlement. It 
will be fufficient, however, for my purpofe to obferve, that Lord 
Macartney, in order to fave a vaft and unoecefTary expence to 
the public, found it expedient to break up the ho(pital ftaff, 
which, in faa, was become perfealy ufelefs, there being at that 
time no fick whatfoever in the general hofpital, and fo few as 
fcarcely worth the noticing in the regimental hofpitals; and the 
furgeons of the regiments acknowledged that thofe few under 
their care were the victims of intemperance and irregularity. 
At tbis time the ftrength of the garrifon confifted of more than 
five thoufand men. 

Shortly after the capture, it is true, a confiderable ficknefs 
prevailed among the BritHh troops, and great numbers died, a 
circumftance that was noticed, and at the fame time fully ex.
plained, by General Sir James Craig in his letter to Mr. Dundas, 
about three months after the ceffion of the colony. He ob-
ferves that the foldiers of the Dutch Eaft India Company were 
obliged to fumnh their own bedding and blankets, as well as 
the neccfTary garrifon and camp furniture ; fo that, when the 
Dutch entered into the capitulation, not a fingle article of garrifon 
furniture could be claimed ; and the iliops, at that tlme, fur-
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nHhing no (uch materials, the men were obliged to fleep on 
the bare flag-ftones in the great barrack, until a fupply of 
blankets and camp utenfils of every kind could be fent out from 
England. 

Invalids from India recover very quickly at the Cape. The 
fervants of the Eaft India Company are allowed to proceed thus 
far on leave of abfence without prejudice to their rank ; and 
here they generally experience a fpcedy recovery. The two 
Boy regiments, whom I have already mentioned to have fuf
fered feverely on the palfage from England in iliips navigated 
by Lafcars, and who landed in fall: on the height of a malig
nant and contagious difeafe, rapidly recovered ; and, in the 
courfe of two years, from being a parcel of weakly boys, un
able to carry a mufquet, became two very fine regiments, fit 
for fervice in any part of the world. When the orders, indeed, 
for the final evacuation of the Cape were countermanded, the 
34th regiment, which two years before had excited the pity of 
every one who faw them, enfeebled as they were by difeafe, 
and unfit, from their tender years, for the fatigues of foldiers, 
was now a very elfential part of the ftrength of the garrifon. 

It may, therefore, I think, be fafely concluded, that the cli
mate of the Cape is not only falubrious, but that it is particu
larly favourable for forming young and raw recruits into 
foldiers. And it would appear, moreover, that the falutary ef
f etl:s of this climate are not merely local, but that their feafoning 
efficacy is extended beyond the hemifphere of Southem Africa, 
and qualifies, in a very remarkable manner, the raw recruit 
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and the feafoned foldier for the climate of India, and the ftill 
more trying fituation of the voyage thither. The confiitution 
would feem to acquire, by a few years refidence at the Cape, a 
firength and vigour which not only enabled it to furmount the 
inconveniences of the fea, hut, contrary to what ufually hap
pens, to fuftain the fatigue of long and continued marches in a 
bot climate, immediately after debarkation. 

The truth of this obfervation was made evident by a number 
of inftances that occurred during the feven years that the Cape 
remained in our poff'effion ; but in none more ftrong]y than 
that, in the government of Lord Macartney, when three almoft 
complete regiments of infantry, the 84th, the 86th, and the 
Scotch brigade, were embarked and fent off, at a few days' no
tice, under the command of Major-General Baird, to join the 
army of India againft Tippoo Sultaun. This reinforcement, 
confifting of upwards of two thoufand men in their Oioes, ar
rived to a man, and in the higheft ftate of health ; took the 
field the day after their landing; marched into the Myfore 
country; co-operated with the Indian army, and contributed 
very materially towards the conquefl: of Seringapatam. The 
very man (Major-General Baird), under whofe command they 
failed from the Cape but a few months before, Jed them on to 
ftorm this celebrated capital of the Myfore kingdom. 

One might have fuppofed that the facility and fuccefs of 
throwing reinforcements into India, exemplified in this re
markable inftance, would have ftamped on the minds of the 
diredora an indelible value on the Cape. " By poffeffing and 
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" improving the advantages of feafoning and preparing. our 
" troops at the Cape," obfervcs Lord Macartney in his letter to 
Lord Melville on the importance of the Cape, dated April the 
25th, 1801, " I had it in my power, almoft at a moment•s no
" tice, to fend to Madras, under the command of Major-Gene
" ral Baird, about two thoufand effellive men in the higheft 
" health, vigour, and difcipline, who eminently contributed to 
" the capture of Seringapatam, and the total fubverfion of the 
" power of Tippoo." 

It did not fcem, however, to have made any fuch impreffio11 
on the Eaft India Company; at leaft their conduct and opinions 
indicated no change in confequence of it. Nor could their in
flexible indifference be roufed by the multiplied inftances which 
clearly demonftrated the importance of having a fuitable ftation 
for the feafoning and training of young troops to act, on any 
emergency and at a Oiort notice, in their fervice, and for the 
protection of their vaft potfcffions in India. Had not the in
fiance above recited been confidered as fufficient to ftamp its 
value, the reinforcement of troops that was fent from the Cape, 
to accompany the expedition of Sir Home Popham to the Red 
Sea, one might have thought would have forced a full conviction 
of the importance of fuch a ftation. On this occafion were em
barked, at almoft a moment's warning, twelve hundred effective 
men, compofed of detachments of artillery, cavalry,. and in
fantry, who all arrived to a man, at Coffir, a port in the Red 
Sea, from whence they were found capable of immediately fuf .. 
taining long and fatiguing marches, notwithftanding the heat 
of the climate, the heavinefs of the ground, and the fcarcity of 
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water, The 6 J ft regiment, Sir Robert Wilfon obferves, landed 
at Coffir after having been near fixteen weeks on board, with
out ha\ting one fick man, though the ftrength of the regiment 
exceeded nine hundred men. 

A thoufand difficulties, it appears, were ftarted in England 
with regard to the failing of this expedition, by people who 
derive their information only from defective books and not from 
local knowledge. The feafon of the Monfoon was ftated to be 
unfavourable for the navigation of the Red Sea, and the defarts 
by which it was bordered were held to be totally impaffable. 
But to vigorous and determined minds few things are infur
mountable. "The man (Lord l\tlelville) who projelled, and 
" perfevered in, the expedition to Egypt," faw very clearly 
that the expedition to the Red Sea could not fail under pro
per caution and management, and the event proved that he was 
rigbt. 

Having thus fufficiently ihewn, as I conceive, the import
ance of the Cape as a military ftation, or depofitary of troops, 
with regard to the healthinefs of the climate, and the effell:s 
produced on the conftitution of foldiers, by being feafoned and 
exercifed a ihort time there, I ihall now proceed to ftate the 
comparative fmall expence at which the foldier can be fubfifted 
on this ftation, and the faving that muft neceffarily enf ue both 
to Government and the Eaft India Company, by fending their 
recruits to the Cape to be trained for fervice either in the Eaft 
or the W efl: Indies. 

The 

Digitized by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

The Cape of Good Hope is the only military tlation that we 
'have poffeffed of late years, where gov~rnment waa enabled to 
make a faving by feeding the foldier. What I ntcan by this 
i~, where the ration, or fettled proportion of vicluals, could be 
furnifhed for a fum of money lefs than that which is ftopped 
out of his pay in confideration of it. In other parts of the 
globe, government is a very -confiderable lofer by feeding the 
:wldier; that is to fay, his ration muA: be purchafed for a fum 
of money more than that which is dedutted fr.om his pay. The 
government confents to this lofs for the accommodation of the 
fo1dicr, who, on moft ftations, could not poffibly fubfift on his 
pay, on account of the dearnefs of provi.fions. At the Cape 
of Good Hope each ration coft the government fomething lefa 
than fixpence, which was the amount of the fioppage dedul\:ed 
in lieu of it. At home, and in different parts abroad, as I have 
heen informed, the ration ftands the government in different 
fums from tenpence to haif-a-crown. 

At the Cape of Good Hope, fome t\venty years ago, two 
pound of butchers' meat coft one penny ; at the capture by the 
Englifu the price had advanced to one pound for twopence ; 
yet, notwithftanding the increafed demand, occafioned by the 
addition of five thoufand troo~ and near three thoufand fea~ 
men, frequently more than this number, with aH the various 
attempts and combinations that were pral\:ifed {and, on a certain 
occafion in the year 1800, very unwife1y countenanced "by 
high authority,) to raife the price of this article, the contraa. 
for fupplying the garrifon was never higher than at the rate of 
two and five-eights pounds for fixpence. Two poundt: of good 
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wholefome bread might be general_ly purchafed for twopence. 
Even in the midft of a fcarcity, which threatened a famine, 
bread rofe no higher than twopence the pound; and all kinds 
of fruit anci vegetables are fo abundant, and fo cheap, as to be 
within the reach of the pooreft perfon. A pint of good found 
wine may be procured for threepence; and, were it not for 
the circumftance of the licence for felling wine by retail being 
farmed out as one fource of the colonial revenue, a pint of the 
fame wine would coft little more than three-halfpence. 

This farming out the wine licence waa a fubjelt of grievance 
tot-he foldier, as it compelled him to buy his wine in fmall 
quantities-at the licenfed houfes, when the civilians and houfe
keepers were allowed to purchafe it in caiks of twenty gallons>
a-t the rate of five or fix rix-dollars the caik, which is juft about 
half the retail price he was obligecl to pay for it. Yet, vexatious. 
as fuch a regulation appeared to be, it was ftill fufficiently cheap 
to enable the foldier to purchafe fully as much as was ufeful to 
him. Numbers of the foldiers, indeed, contrived to fave money 
out of their pay. The 9 Ill regiment of Highlanders, in parti
cular, were known to have remitted a good deal of money to 
their famiiies in Scotland; and many of the ferjeants of the dif
f«ent regiments, at the evacuation of the colony, had fa"¥ed fron 
one to two hundred pounds in hard money. 

In the year 1800 the government, in order to bring a little 
more money into the tr-eafury from the wine licence, dire&d~ 
by proclamatioa, that the retail fellers ihould demand from the 
{oldier the increafed price of eightpence the bottle, inftead of 
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fixpence, which, however, they had prudence enough to de
cline. The fum brought into the government treafury by 
tolerating this monopoly, averaged about feventy tboufand rix
dollars annually. But in the event of the Cape falling again 
into our hands, which fooner or later muft happen, if it be an 
object to fecure our Indian poffeffions, it would be wife to fup. 
ply this part of the revenue b.Y fomc other means. 

Government likewife derived other profits befides thofe which 
accrued from the cheapnefa of the rat-ions. The Deputy Pay
mafter-General drew bills on his Majefty's Paymafters-General 
in Englac.d, in exchange for the paper currency of the colony, 
in which all the contingent and extraordinary expences of the 
garrifon were paid. Thefe bills, except in the firft few months 
when there was not yet any demand for remittances, and when, 
perhaps, their credit was not fully eftablifhed in the minds of 
the Dutch, always bare a premium againft the paper, varying 
from five to thirty per cent., but fixed, for tllc greateft part of 
the time, at twenty per cent. They would, indeed, have ad
vanced to a much higher rate ; for the merchant, unable to mako 
bis remittances to any great extent in colonial produce, or in In
dia goods, which, if permitted, might have been injurious to the 
interefts of the Eaft India Company, was under tho neceffity of 
purchafiqg thefc bills. Lord Macartney, ho.wCJJer, confidered 
it expedient to fix tae premium, at twenty per cent., deeming it 
right that government bills ihould bear the highei premium of 
bills that miglit be in the market, but. at the fame time, not to 
proceed to fuch a height as to become opprcffive either to the 
merchant or the public : So that if the ration waa fupplied to. 
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govemment for 6vepence-halfpenny in paper currency,. th~ 
real coft was little more tllan fourpence-halfpenn.7. 

The amouat of bills drawn fG>r the-contingent and extraor
dinary expences of the· army, from the 1ft of Ollober 1795, 
when the colony was taken, to the 28th of July I Soi, the 
time it lhould have been evacuated, as appears ftom che Deputy 
J>aymafter's books, is 1,045,8.,4L 14,J,, 1,d. upon part of which 
(for part was drawn at par for fpecie) the profit derived to his 
Majefty's government amounta to. the {um 0£ 115,719 l. 31. 1 tl. 

Another fource of profit, which miglit have· been very con
fidcrable, was derived from the importation of fpecie. The 
fubfifteocze of the folaie~ it may be obferved, was always paid 
in bard money, and not in paper currency. The SpanHh dollar 
was Uf ued in payment tCi> the .troops at the rate of five lhillings 
fterling, which I imagine might have been purchafed and fent 
out at four ihillings and fourpence each, making thus a profit 
of more than fifteen per cent. on the pay, as welt as on the 
extraordinaries, of the army. The fum that was thus imported 
amounted t6> 103,426/. 18 ,. 3d. Upon which, fuppofing th~ 
whole fent out by government, which I ooderftand was not 
uaruy the cafe, though nearly fo, the profits muft have beea 
15,5141. at home, befide&an additional profit of 710/. 131. 3d: 
arifing f10m a fmaH quantity of f pecie bought in the Cape. 
The government alfo fent eut about four tboufand pounds of 
copper money, in penny pieces, which were circulated at two
pence, from which there was confequently another profit de
Jived. of 4000 /~ 
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Shortly after the capture of the Cape, General Craig, finding 
it impoffible to raife, upon bills, a fofficient fum of paper cur
rency to defray the extraordinaries of the army, was- reduced 
to the bold meafure of ftamping a new paper iff ue, on the ere• 
dit of the BritHh government, to the amount of fifty thoufand 
pounds ; a fum that was never redeemed from circulation, nor 
brought to any account, until the final reftoration of the colony. 
So that the intereft of this fum for feven years produced a fur. 
ther profit to government of 17,500/. 

By taking thefe fuma together, nameTy, 

Profit on bills drawn £. 115,719 3 r 
- on fpecie imported 16,,24 13 J 
- on copper money -
- on paper money circulated 

We have 

4,000 0 0 

17,500 0 0 

£. 153,443 l6 4 

which may be confidered as a clear· gain to the government, 
,independent of the faving on each ration) and, confequently~ 
a leffening of the expenditure that was occafioned at the Cape 
of.Good Hope. 

A~ ,aic: expenillture has been ftated tCi> be fo enormous, as more 
than to counterbalance the advantages refulting from the. poC. 
feffion of the fettlement, and w.e have already feen how im
portant thefe advantages are, when confidered in only one 
point of view, it may not be amifs to point out, in as correct a 
mann,r aa the nature of the fubjed will admit, the exacl: f um 
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expended in any one -year, in the military department, at the 
Cape of Good Hope. The year I Oiall take is from May 1797 
to May 1798, when the garrifon was ftrongeft; confifting of 

The 8th 1 
28th 

Light Dragoons. 

The 84thl 
86th ~ Infantry. 
91ft I 

·Scotch Brigade J 
In that year the eftimate was made up according to the fol

lowing extra cl : 

1. Subfiftence of the non-commiBioned officers 
and privates of the two regiments of dra
goons -and four ttgiments of infantry, for one 
year, according to the new rate of payment, 
deducl:ing for rations and hofpital charges, 

~. Clothing and contingent expenccs for ditto, 
3. Full pay of the-commiffioned officers of two 

regiments of dragoons, and four regiments 
of infantry for one year, according to the 
lateft regulations, 

.+ StafF officers and hof pital eflablilhment of 
one infpee\:or, two phyficians, one purveyor, 
four furgeons, two apothecaries, and nine 
hof pital mates, • 

55,729 2 6 
28,133 13 2 

43,667 14 8 

11,178 2 6 

Carried forward £. 138,708 12 10 

Digitized by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

Brought forward £. 138,708 12 10 

5. Commi!Tary-General•s department, includ-
ing engineers, which alone amounts to 
17,225 I. 161. 5d. 1·07,794 10 rr 

6. Ordnance department, including artilJery 
expences, I 8,536 14 4 

7. Deputy QEarter-Mafter General'"s Depart
ment, including lodging money to officers, 
which amounts to about 4oco I. and bat 
and forage for 200 days. about 6000 /. in 
the whole • 25,000 o o 

Total amount of one year's expence £. 290,039 18 1 

Or, we may, perhaps, be able to come ftill nearer the truth 
by taking the total expenditure of the whole feven years, thus: 

Amount of bills drawn by the Deputy 
Paymafter-General for paper and f pecie, 
for the pay and fubfiftenc e c:,f the non
commiffiooed officers and privates, and for 
the extraordinaries of the army for feven 
years 1,045,814 14 1 

Specie imported and bought (about) I 11,000 o o 
Clothing and contingent expences at the rate 

a& above fpecified per year 196,935 I 2 2 
Fuil pay of the commiffioned officers of fix 

regiments, as above, for feven years 305,674 2. 8 
Ordnance department for fevcn years • I 29,757 o 4 

Total amount £. 1,789,181 9 3 
which 
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wl1ich -rot.rt amoant, divided by feven, gives 255,597 I. 7 s. 
for the annual average expence incurred in the military depart
ment at the Cape of Good Hope. But it would be the height 
of abfurdity to fay, that even this fum, moderate as it ia, was 
an additional expeace to Government in confequence -of the 
caplllre .of -this fettlement; fince it is not only compofed of the 
expences of maintaining the garrifoa, and the contingencies and 
.extraordinaries of the army, but it iAcludes, likewife, the pay, 
the fubfiflencc, and the .clothing of an army of five thoufand 
men. Now as thefe troope mull have been fed, clothed, and 
paid in any other place, as well as at the Cape of Good Hope, 
and as I have thewn, at a much greater expence, it is certainly 
not fair to charge this fum to the account of the garri(on of the 
Cape. EveD in peace the commiffioned officers would have re
ceived their half pay, which atone would amount to a fum 
from 100,000 /. to 150,0Q0 l 

There i-s little reafon, therefore, in reality, for confidering the 
c.ape in the light ot an expenfi ve fettlement. In faa, the fums 
of money, that have been expended there, dwindle into nothing 
,upon a comparifon with fome of the Weft India iflands, whofe 
importance are a feather when weighed againft that of the Cape 
of Good Hope. Viewing it only as a point of fccurity to our 
Indian poffeffions, and as a nurfery for maturing raw recruits 
into complete foldiers, the queftion of expcnce faUs to the 
ground. Of the fevera1 millions that arc annually raifed for 
the fupport of government at home, and its dependencies abroad, 
a fmall fraction of one of thefe millions may furely be allowed 

for 
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for the maintenance of a ftation whofe advantages are incal .. 
culable. 

But the article of expence, trifling even in war, could be no 
objetl: whatfoever in time of peace. The fortifications, which 
were in the moft ruinous condition when the place was taken, 
being finifhed in a complete manner, would require no further 
expence than that of merely keeping the works in repair~ w,hich 
might amount, perhaps, to an annual fum of five thoufand 
pounds. The contingencies and extraordinaries of the army 
could not, at the utmoft, amount to twenty thoufand pounds; 
fo that twenty-five or thirty thoufand pounds would be the ex
tent of the contingent and extraordinary expences of the Cape 
in time of peace ; a fum that, by proper management, and a 
prudent application of the revenues of the colony, might eafily 
be defrayed out of the public trcaiury there, and leave a fur .. 
plus adequate to all the demands of the civil department, to
gether with the neceffary repairs of public works and buildings. 

The manner in which T calculate is thus : from a review of 
the colonial revenues, I find that the average in the Dutch Go
vernment in ten years, from 1784 to 1794 was little more than 
100,oco rix dollars yearly, but that by the regulations and new 
impofts made by the Dutch Commilfaries General in 1793, the 
amount in the following year was 211,568 rix dollars. They 
afterwards experienced a confiderable increafe, and from the 
fi'rft year of Lord Macartney's adminifiration they rofc gradu
ally as follows: 

VOL. JI. AA From 
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From the 1 ii oa. 1797 to the 30th Sept. 1 i98, 
they were R. d. 322,5 I 2 7 S 

1 ft ditto 1798 to ditto 1799 360,312 o o 
1ftditto 1799to ditto 1800 369,596 o o 
1ft ditto 1800 to ditto 1801 450,713 2 4 

And it is here not unworthy of notice, that from the moment 
of the preliminaries of peace being known they fell, the laft 
year's produce, being only 

From 1ft Oct. 1801 to 30th Sept 1802 389,901 6 0 

And in the following year, as far of it as was expired, they 
were fiill lefs productive. 

In this ftate of progreffive improvement, under the Brituh 
Government, without a fingle additional tax being laid, but on 
the contrary, fome taken off, and others modified, arrears of 
land-rent remitted and again accumulating, I think, without 
any danger of exaggeration, we might reckon upon a net annual 
revenue of half a million rix dollars, or one hundred thoufand 
pounds currency. The annual average expenditure, including 
falaries and contingencies of departments, with the necelfary re
pairs of public works and buildings, were, under the admini
ftrations of Lord Macartney and Lieutenant-General Dundas, at 
the moft about 300,000 rix dollars or 60,000 /. Suppofe then 
the contingencies and extraordinaries of the army to be 30,000/. 
the whole fum required would be 90,000/. or 450,000 rix 
dollars, the exalt amount of the colonial revenue at the clofe of 
the year 1801. 

The 
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The point of view, in which the importance of the Cape 
next prefents itfelf to our confideration, is its local pofition, as 
being favourable for diftributing troops to any part of the globe, 
and efpecially to our fettlements in the eafi, with facility and 
difpatch ; which is by no means the leaft among the advantages 
it poffeffes as a military ftation. For however important to a 
depot of troops the benefits may be that refult from a healthy 
climate, and cheapnefs of fubfiftence, their value would be 
materially diminiJ11e<l hy great diftance from, or difficulty 
of conveyance to, fuch places where their fervices may be 
wanted. 

The longer the voyage the lefs effellive will the troops be 
on their arrival, and delay is dangerous even to a proverb. 
Perhaps it is not faying too much, that we are indebted to the 
Cape for the conqueft of Myfore and the overthrow of Tippoo; 
not merely from the reinforcements fent from thence to join the 
Indian army, though they eminently contributed to the con
queft of Seringapatam, but from the vigilance of Lord Ma
cartney in detel\ing the tranfacl:ions of the Sultaun's agents at 
the Ifie of France, of which, at that time, they were ignorant in 
India, and the active meafures he took to communicate fpeedy 
intelligence thereof to the Governor-General of Bengal. " I re
" ceived," .the Marquis of W elleney obferves, in his dif patch to 
the Court of Direllors, " on the J 8th of June I 798, a regular 
" authentication 0£ the proclamation ( of the Governor of the 
Ifie of France) in a letter from his Excellency the Earl of 
"'' Macartney, dated the 28th of March." And he aaed, on 
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this intelligence, with \hat prudence, promptitude, and fpirit, 
for which the character of the noble Marquis is fo eminently 
diftinguithed. The objell: of Tippoo was to gain time in order 
that he might ftrengthen his pofition and augment his forces. 
But the rapid movement of our troops towards his capital, as 
foon as his hoftile views were confirmed, fruftrated his plans, 
and effected the total fubverfion of his country. Both the mo
ment of attack and the reinforcement from the Cape were ac
knowledged to be important; in either of which a failure might 
have proved fatal to the campaign, and would, at all events, have 
poftponed the day of vill:ory. 

The almoft incredible celerity, with which twelve hundred 
efFec\ive men joined the Egyptian army in high health and fpi
rits from the Cape of Good Hope, is another inftance that muft 
force convic\ion of its vaft importance as a milirary fiation. 
Nor are the advantages afforded by its geographical pofition of 
acquiring and conveying intelligence with ref pea to the affairs 
of neighbouring nations, or of embarking troops, precarious or 
depending on chance ; there being fcarcely a week in the year 
in which EnglHh whalers or merchantmen, or lhips of neutral 
powers, do not touch at the Cape, ef pecially on their outward
bound voyage. And moft of thefe are willing to engage as 
tranfports. 

It appears from the books of the Cuftom-houfe, and the re
turns of the Captain of the port, that there failed from the 
Cape 

In 

Dig,llzed by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

In 1799 

1800 

1801 

1802 

103 {hips 
109 ditto 
130 ditto 
131 ditto 

being, in four years, 473 fhips, 

befides the men of war and coafting veffels. Of thefe 8z were 
Americans, 66 Danes, 24 Portugueze, 15 from Hamburgh, and 
6 Swedes, 4 from Pruffia and Bremen, and the reft EngIHh. 

The Americans, for fome years paft, have been eflahlifhing 
a very confiderable carrying trade from the eaftward on the 
ruins of the Dutch commerce, and have acquired no fmall por
tion of the India and China trade. The 1hips of this nation 
have always found it convenient to touch at the Cape, partly 
for the fake of refrelhing their crews, but with a view, at the 
fame time, of difpofing of the whole or any part of their cargo 
to advantage. This cargo is generally lumber, or it is compofed 
of what they quaintly ,term notions, from the great variety and 
affortment of goods which they take a fancy, or notion, may 
fucceed. In payment of fuch a catgo they are glad to get bills 
on India for hard money, which they carry to China to purchafe 
teas, nankeens, and porcelain. From the Cape to India they 
are always willing to be employed as tranfports. 

The fitvation is pretty much the fame with regard to the 
Danes. But the affiftance of neither the one nor the other 
could poffibly be wanted, provided the numerous fleets of our 
Eaft India Company were permitted to touch at the Cape. 

3 With-
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Without the leaft inconvenience to their commercial concerns, 
thefe lhips might tranfport from England to the Cape a conftant 
fucceffion of raw recruits to be formed there iuto complete fol
diers, from whence they might take on board as many of the 
latter as lhould be wanted to reinforce their vaft armaments in 
India. 

In a word, the advantages that England would acquire by re
taining poffdfion of this grand out-work of all Afia cannot fuf-
6ciently be appreciated. Nor are thefe advantages to be con
fidered as exclufively confined to England. Other nations 
trading to the eaft would £hare the benefit arifing from the Cape 
as a Briti!h. colony. During the late war, the Danes, the Swedes, 
the Hamburghers, and the Americans, were allowed to rc
freth, and derived every advantage on the fame terms as. the 
Englilh, The only diftintlion waa an additional duty of five 
per cent.. on goods brought in foi:eign bottoms. In all other 
refpella the trade of the Cape was open to them in the fame 
manner as to Britilh fubjccl:s. There was no monopoly granted 
to individuals for ferviag foreign {hipping with provifiona and 
l'efrefuments as was the cafe under the Dutch government ; 
when it is well known they were obliged to pay at lcaft double 
the price of the market for every article brought on board. 
Were France in poffeffion of the Cape there is reafon to fuppofe 
that, according to the commercial fyftem which her prefent 
government was endeavouring to eftablilh, the reftrictiona ilie 
would impofe at this important. ftation would amount to a total 
cxclufion of foreign thipping. 

To 
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•ro England· the Cape ia tnore valuable as a point of ef .. 
fcaual fecurity to her Indian trade and fettlements than as a 
place of annoyance to other nations, or as to the means• it af .. 
fords of interrupting their commercial concerns. The un
bounded credit of the Eaft India Company, the immenfity of 
its capital employed, the fuperior quality of BritHh manufaauree, 
and the low rate at which they can be afforded in foreign mar. 
kets, will always enf ure to them the heft put of the trade to 
India and China, and give to England a preference before the 
other maritime powers of Europe, or that of America. No 
na:val power, therefore, except France, could feel any jealoufy, 
nor entertain reafonable grounds of objeaion againft the Cape 
becoming a fettlement of the BritHh empire; but every one of 
them are very materially interei\ed, and the Americans mon, 
efpecially, that it iliould not fall into the hands of France; who 
would not fail, on every flight occafion; to aim at excluding 
her numerous ihips from the Indian Seas, and endeavour to 
annihilate her growing commerce in the eaft; whilft to England, 
I again repeat it, the Cape is to be confideted as chiefly important 
on account of the advantage• it holds forth as a point of fecurity 
to her valuable poffeffions in the eaft, agaioft the defig_ns of an 
ambitious and implacable enemy. 

We have at-ready, indeed, experienced the truth of this re
mark. The Ules of France and Bourbon were rendered ufelcfs 
to the French during the late war, and incapable of giying to us 
the Jeaft annoyance in the Eaftem Seas, from the moment that 
their {hips of war and privateers had been deftroyed by our 
cruizers from the Cape. They were neither able to. fend troopa 
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to thefe ifiands from France, nor from thence to India. The 
trade of the Americans fuffered no interruption in the Eaftern 
Seas, nor that of the Portugueze in the Southern Atlantic. In the 
hands of the French it would have been a point equally conve
nient for affifiing the Spaniards at Rio de la Plata, or attacking 
the Portugueze at Rio de Janeiro: whilft againft us it would 
have furniilied the moft effectual means of endangering the 
fecurity to our Indian trade and fettlements. 

The poffeffion of this place, at an early period of the war, 
fo completely excluded every hofiile power from the Indian 
Seas, threw fo great an increafe of commerce into our hands by 
that exclufion, left us in fuch quiet and undifiurbed dominion 
in the eaftern world, and gave us fo many folid advantages un
exampled in any former war, that one would fuppofe it to be 
a moral impoffibility for the Eaft India Company to be unmind
ful of the fource from whence they fprung. But things that 
are apparently of little value in themfelves, arc fometimes mag
nified by intenfe obfervation, f well into importance by difcuf
fion, and become indifpenfable by contention; whilft objects of 
real moment lofe their magnitude when flightly viewed, or feen 
only at a diftance, grow little by neglect, and ufelefs without .a 
quarrel. 

The French fcern to have been aware of the truth of this ob
fervation, by avoidfog any difcuffion, in the late negociation 
for peace, refpecling the importance of the Cape of Good Hope. 
Their views, no doubt, were we1l known to our Government, 
which induced it, in the very firft £ketch of the conditions of 
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peace, to propofe that the Cape of Good Hope iliould be re
fiored to the Dutch, or be declared a free port. The latter, 
however, happened to be juft what France could have wilhed, 
and it was, therefore, on further confideration, refiored in full 
fovereignty to its ancient poffeffors. France, finding that her 
purpofe would be completely anfwered when once it was refcued 
out of the hands of the Englifh, made no obJecl:ion to this ar
rangement. Ceylon £he confidered as a lefs important facrifice, 
although fl1e knew it to be a much greater to Holland than that 
of the Cape. The latter has always been an expenfive fettle
ment to the Dutch, whilft from the former they derived a con
fiderable revenue. Had the Cape been demanded on the part 
of England, there can be little doubt the French would have 
been no lefs tenacious in rejelling the propofal than they were 
with regard to l\1alta; being well convinced that thefe two pof .. 

feffions, in the hands of England, would be two grand points 
of fecurity to her Indian empire, of which they have long been 
fo jealous. 

I have no intention to difcufs the comparative importance en 
thefe two fl:ations to England, confidering them both to be 
effentially neccffary to her independence as well as to the pro
tell:ion of her commerce and fettlements, fo long as the reftlefs 
and aggrandizing f pirit of the French Government £hall con
tinue to diilurb ·the peace of Europe. It may not, however, 
be improper to endeavour to point out, and to compare fome 
of the inconveniences that would necdfarily have refulted to 
our ttade and fettlemenu in the Eaft. Indies during the late war, 
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from either one or the other of thefe places being in the hands 
of an ambitious enemy. 

In the firft place, it may be confidered as a general principle 
that has long been rooted in the French Government, and from 
which i.t will never depart, to aim at the overthrow of our 
power in India, and to endeavour to ered: upon its ruins an em
pire of their own. To accomplilh this point, and in confe
quence thereof, in the language of the prefent Corfican ruler, 
" To ftrike a blow at England which will be followed up with 
" its complete deftrud:ion," they know there are but two roads 
to take : the one by getting poffeffion of Egypt and Syria, where 
they might coiled: and feafon their troops for the grand expedi
tion, either by fea or land ; the other by occupying the Cape of 
Good Hope. The former they tried in the hope of fuccefs, be
caufe they knew the other to be a defperate attempt. Had they, 
or their forced ally, the Dutch, kept poffeffion of the Cape, 
there is no reafon for fuppofing that the fame Beet which failed 
for Egypt, might not have failed, from fome other pon, to this 
ftation ; or that they could not have flipped out from time to 
time almoft any number of troops they might have thought 
proper to fend. Tbefe troops, when feafoned and prepared at 
the Cape, for a warmer climate, could eafily have been tranf
ported to the Ules of France and Bourbon, where the French 
would not only continue to draw fupplies from the former, and 
to vill:ual and provifion their lhips of war and tranf ports from 
thence, as in the American war, but where they could not fail 
to have received a material reinforcement to their !hipping from 
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the Dutch ; for it may be recollell:ed, that the fleet under the 
command of Admiral Lucas reached Saldanha Bay, in fpite of 
the obftaclcs which the Southern Atlantic prefented, by the Cape 
being then in our hands. This fleet combined with that of the 
French would have required a naval force, on our part, in the 
Indian Seas that might not have been quite convenient for us to 
fpare. It is poffible, alfo, they might have eluded the vigilance 
of our force, as their objell: would not have been fo much to 
fight us, as to have put in execution a plan that many are in
clined to fuppofe floated in the mind of Buonaparte when he 
took the road of Egypt, though he was foon convinced of the 
futility of it by that route without at leaft double the number of 
troops; his whole army being barely fufficient to keep the con• 
quered cguntry in fubjection. 

Among many reafons, which led to this conjell:ure, was the 
work of Mr. Anquetil Duperron on India, which, as I have 
already obferved, being withheld from publication for fifteen 
years on account of the information it contained• and of which 
it was fuppofed the Englilh might avail themfelves, waa hafiity 
iffued from the prefs on the failing of this memorable expedi
tion; being intended, moft probably, as a guide for the officers 
on their arrival in India. This intelligent writer, who, to a 
mind capable of obfervation and deep reflell:ion, adds the great 
advantage of local knowledge, fixes on the coaft of Malabar as 
the foundation and corner-ftone of their long projected empire 
in India. The confidcrations which induce him to give this 
coaft the preference are, among others, the facility of poffcffing 
the paffes of the neighbouring mountains and of thus fecnring 
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the internal commerce of Hindofian-the opportunity it would 
afford of entering into an alliance with the Mahrattas, whom he 
confiders as a warlike and faithful people-the eafy intercourfe 
that might be maintained from this coaft with the Perfian gulph, 
the Red Sea, the Ules of France and Bourbon, Madagafcar, and 
the Cape of Good Hope. 

Thefe are certainly important confiderations, and demand all 
the vigilance and attention of our Government in India. Even 
a fmall force of French troops, had they been thrown upon tbe 
coaft of Malabar, at the very moment when our forces were 
drawn off into the Myfore, againft the Sultaun's army, might 
have proved fatal to our poffeffions on this coaft. The ufurper 
would, no doubt, have obtained his reinforcement from the Ule 
of France, and probably without our knowledge, rendering, by 
their means, the conqueft of Seringapatam doubtful. If, in fuch 
a ftate of things, the French forces could have gained a footing 
at Bombay, Goa, or Guzzarat, and intrigued themfelves into 
an alliance with the Mahratta powers, though it might not have 
realized their project of an Indian empire, it would, at leaft,. 
have been deftrultive of our poifeffions in the weft of the pe
ninfula, to hold which, indeed, Mr. Anquetil confiders as fatal 
to our power in India. 

On this fubjelt his opinion is not fingular; before the over
throw of the Myfore kingdom, there were many of our own 
countrymen, whofe fentiments in this refpelt accorded with 
his; and who, like himfelf, have not only a profound know
ledge of Indian politics, but are well acquainted with the phy-
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fical and moral character of the natives, their feveral connec
tions and relations ; and who, at the fame time, potfefs the ad
vantage that local information fo eminently affords. 

Thefe gentlemen were then fully perfuacled, that if the native 
powers of India could once totally get rid of Europeans, they never 
would again admit them as inmates, if they could poffibly avoid 
it ; and that if we fairly relinquifhed the Malabar and Coro

mandel coafts, it would not be difficult to keep others out of 
them for ever. It might fairly be afked, indeed, if our prcfent 
poffeffions there anfwer to us the advantages expected from 
them? Do they produce a furplus revenue, either in money or 
merchandize, over and above their immediate occafions and 
expences, to fay nothing of the extraordinary charges they are 
expofed to from infurrecl:ion or invafion? Have they not re .. 
abforbed, not only all their own refources, but drained Bengal 
of immenfe fupplies to preferve them from perilhing? Have 
we, or can we expect to find, interior rcfources there to depend 
on, without having recourfe to Bengal for fupport? If we have 
not, and the India budget convinces us that we have not, would 
it be unwife to take early meafures for converting our prefen.t 
hollow truce with che native powers of Southern India into a 
foJid alliance with them, and (by the ceffion of what we can 
never hold at all without jealoufy and envy, and never can hold 
long without contefl:,) for a valuable conlideration, which, no 
doubt, might be had, cut away every inch of ground there, 
which the French might hope to ftand upon. In fuch cafe the 
poffeffion of the Cape or Ceylon would then be of lefs moment 
to us, our Indian force would be concentrated and invulnerable . 
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in the provinces of Bengal, which, with China, afford an ample 
revenue, and a beneficial commerce, that no enemy is likely to 
deprive us of for a long period of time. But thefe fpeculations 
would all have vanifi1cd into air, had we retained the Cape at a 
peace, the poffeffion of which, from its pofition on the globe, 
would contribute greatly to fecure our territories in Southern 
India, the danger to which is otherwife fo much to be appre
hended. The conqueft of Myfore has certainly contributed in 
no fmall degree to our fecurity on the Malabar coaft ; has con
folidated our power in Southern India, and rendered the junc
tion of foreign forces with the Mahratta powers more difficult 
if not altogether impracticable. On the northern parts of this 
coaft only are we vulnerable in India by fea. 

Suppofing, however, the views of the enemy, on the l\,fa. 

labar coaR:, to have failed, they would, at leaft, have been ena
bled, with the affiftance of the Dutch, to annoy and cut up our 
Indian and China trade by the multitude of cruizing veff•ls fent 
out from their iflands of France and Bourbon, and from the 
Cape of Good Hope. Even under every difadvantage, the 
French frigates and the neft of privateers on the Mauritius fta
tion did much mifchief at the commencement of the late war, 
and although they had few reinforcements from France, it re. 
quired five years, with a very active and powerful fquadron 
from the Cape and from India, before they were all taken and 
defiroyed. What then muft have been the cafe, if, inftead of 
the Englifh poffeffing this impoltant ftation, it had been an 
enemy's port for aifembling, refitting, and refrething the com
bined fleets of the French and Dutch l It is unnecetfary to ob-
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ferve, that neither of thefe powers would have found much 
difficulty in reaching the Cape with fingle ihips, when we have 
an inftance of a whole fleet of Dutch fhipe arriving there not
withftanding they were fifteen weeks on their paffage. This 
fingle fleet, aaing from the Cape, might have been produaive 
of much inconvenience, expence, and injury to England, and 
efpecially to the trade of the EaA: India Company. \Vere, in
deed, the French and Dutch to keep up a proper naval force at 
this place, it is extremely doubtful if any of the homeward
bound fleets of the Eaft India Company would ever reach Eng
land, or if they did, it would be under an expence of convoy 
fo enormous, that the profits on the cargoes would be inade
quate to meet it; but of this we lhall have occafion to fpeak 
more particularly in the next chapter. Such are the dangers 
to be apprehended in confequence of the Cape being held by an 
enemy. 

The principal difadvantages that would refult to England by 
leaving Malta in the poffeffion of France appear to be, in the 
firA: place, the power it would give them of excluding our lhips 
from that port, the heft, undoubtedly, in the Mediterranean, 
and of increafing their force there to the complete deftruaion of 
our Mediterranean trade; and fecondly, the means it would 
afford of facilitating their views upon Egypt, by enabling them 
to throw into that country a force fufficient to renew their pro
jel\: upon India. 

With regard to the extent and importance of the Mediter
ranean trade I fpeak with diffidence, but I am not apprchenfive 
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of hazarding much by faying that it admits not of a comparifon 
'With that of India and China, though, perhaps, too valuable to 
be altogether relinquifhcd. In this refped: the value of Malta 
is certainly lefs important than that of the Cape of Good Hope. 
Eut the fecond point is of a more ferious nature. Some, how
ever, are of opinion, that although the fubj ugation of Egypt 
may at any time be accompliihed by the French, through Malta, 
yet, in fuch an event, we have every reafon to ex pcct that the 
vigilance and allivity of a Britiih fleet, and the valour of Bri
tifh foldiers, would always enable us to difpute with them the 
paffage of Syria. That, admitting even they fhou)d fucceed in 
collelling at Suez an army equal to their wifhcs, the difficulties 
t>f tranfporting this army to India would be almoft infurmount
able. If it be meant by thofe who fupport this opinion that 
the attempt is to be made by fea, whilft the Cape remained in 
our poffcffion, I have little hefitation in agreeing with them 
that it would certainly fail. During the )aft war, when their 
troops had marched to Suez, they had not a fingle fhip in the 
lted Sea that dared to carry the French 8ag, nor, with the Cape 
and Ceylon in our hands, could they at any future period have 
a fleet of any defcription without our permiffion. 

But we wlll even allow them to have affembled at Suez a 
fleet of their own fhips, or of the country coafters, fufficient to 
take on board their armament defined for the Malabar coaft. 
The next queftion is, where, or in what manner, are they to 
victual and to provifion fuch a fleet for a month or five weeka 
paOage, and efpetia1ly in the f up ply of the iildifpenfable article 
of water : The fountains of Mofes, it is t-rue, furnUh a fuppl1' 
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of water at all feafons of the year, but they are fituated 3t twelve 
miles diftance from Suez. Water mly be, likewife, and is, col
lected in tanks or refervoirs near the town, but it foon grows 
fetid. The difficulty, however, of vic\ualling and watering 
fuch a fleet, though great, is not infurmountable, and therefore 
may be allowed to be got over. 

The dangerous navigation of the Red Sea, in which it ap• 
pelrs not fewer than fifteen armed lhips were • loA: between the 
time of the French entering Egypt, and the figning of the de
finitive treaty of peace, is the next obftacle that prefents itfelf, 
and which may alfo be furmounted. But as the navigation 
down this fea can only be performed fix months in the year, on 
account of the periodical winds which there prevail, we can 
always know, within fix months, when fuch a fleet would at
tempt to pafs the narrow firait of Babelmandel, and be prepared 
accordingly. This {bait is completely commanded by the ifland 
of Perim, againft which tb.ere is no other objellion but the 
want of Nater. If, however, we have allowed· the French to 
formount fo many difficulties before they can arrive at the 
ftrait of Babelmandel, we may furely give ourfelves the credit 
of being able to overcome this fingle objection againft the ifland 
of P.erim. A refervoir to collell: and preferve rain water might 
be conftrull:ed ; or, by digging below the level of tht; fea, freth 
water would, in all probability, be obtained; or, at any rate, 
water might be tranf ported thither from the continent, fufficient 
for the fupply of the fmall garrifon that would be necelfary to 
.protell: the ftrait. The polfeffion of this ifland, with a few fri
gates, is faid to be competent for the deftruction of all the craft 
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that could poffibly be colleaed and Cent down front Suez and 
all the other ports of the R.ed Sea. Little, therefore, is to be 
apprehended from the defigns of the Frcach on India by the • 
way of the R.ed Sea, fo long as we can command the f\rait and 
\'itmal the force neceffary to be ftationed there; advantages 
which the pofTefi"ion of the Cape and of Ceylon would always 
enable us to make ufc of. 

But if through the Cape the French can contrive to afTemblc:
and vitlual a large armament in the Indian Seas, we muft have 
an immenfe force to prevent fuch an armament from co•opera
ting with a body of troops that may previoufiy have been. 
thrown into Egypt and Syria, a plan which they probably in
tended to have carried into effelt, bad not the ambitious views 
of the Conf ul put ua on our guard, and rendeietl the prefent war: 
both juft and necefl'ary. Such a plan, at any futur~ period of 
peace, may eafily be realized, long before any intelligence of it 
could reach India, or any force be fent out from England to 
counteralt it, if Malta and the C.pe-of Good Hope were acczef. 
fible to the French, but c:oufd not be carried into execution. pro
vJded the Cape be left in our hands, and converted into a naval 
and military ftation, for which it ia fo pec111iarly adapted. 

What the confequence might be of an attempt entirely by 
land, from Greece or Syria to India, is not quite fa certain ; and 
under the prefent circumftanccs of the French, it is not im
probable that the experiment will be made by land and not by 
fea. If, indeed, the emperor Paul had lived to carry into exe
cution his wild but dangerous fcheme, of aifcmbling a larp 
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body of troops on the eaAem bordcn of the Carpian Sea, to aa 
in concttt with the French, it is di8icult to fay where t!N= mif. 
chief of their quixotifm might have ended. The minds of mea. 
intoxicated with power and maddened by ambition, are not to 
be ~afured by the fame motives which ufually guide the aaiom 
of mankind. It is certain that neither Paul nor Buonapartc 
regarded the great wafie of men that fucb a projelt would haTe 
occafioned. Th~y muft have known that by no precautlc,o nor 
exertion could they have made fure of a conftant fupply of pro
vifions for fo vaft a combined army; but fuch knowledge would 
not have prevented them from making the experiment, the lives 
of their people being objetl:s of little confideration with them. 
If, like the hoft of Xerxes, they thoutd be compelled to feed 011 

grafs and the throbs of the thicket, or, like the army of Cam
byfes, in their march againft the Ethiopians, be reduced to the 
(lill more dreadful neceffity of killing every tenth man to feed 
the reft, what remorfe would fuch calamities occa6on in the 
breaft of that man, who coulcl deliberately put to death by poi
fon the companions of his vidoriea, for no other fault than the 
misfortune of being difabled by ficknefs l 

Yet, although vaft numbers would neceffarily perHh in fach 
an enterprize, the ref uk might, nevertbelei, be the meam of 
fhaking our fecurity in India; aod this would be confidered u 
a moft ample com.penfarion for any lofa the enemy might fuftaia 
in the expedition. The obftaclee that have been 11rged agaiDA 
it were, perh,.pa, cquall7 great aod numeroua when the M-,e. 
donian hero undertook to march his army acrofa the fame co110-

tries.; yet he o~rwnc them alL And if Alexander could f11c:-
CC2 ceed 
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ceed in penetrating into India, why not Buonaparte, fincc mi
litary {kill and tactics are now fo much fuperior among Euro
peans to what they were in his day, whilll: they· have remained 
nearly fiationary in the nations of the eafi l No fufficient reafon 
can, perhaps, be affigned why the one, with the fame or with 
inoreafed means, aad with talents, perhaps, not lefs. fuited to 
app1y thefe means to the befi advantage, fhould not be able tG 

proceed to the fame length that the other did. 

That no part of his army wou1d ever return is extremcly 
probab1e. When a confiderable proportion had perilhed by 
fatigue, by ficknefs, and by famine, the reft, in all human pro
bability, by change of climate, manner of living, and by inter
marrying with a new people, would produce a new race, and 
that race would ceafe to be Frenchmen. An army for fuch an 
expedition muft, in the outfet, be hnmenfe, to afford a fuffici-ent 
number of men to maintain the conquered countriea through 
which they mufi pafs. The farther they proceeded the more 
formidable would be the enemies left in thiir rear ; and on their 
approach to India, there are good grounds for fuppofing that 
the native powers would keep them in check, jealous, as they 
now muft be, of admitting new European vifitors, after the 
dearly bought experience they have already had of their o1d 
friends from that quarter. Thefe,. however, are contingencies 
that amount to no fecurity of a failure in the main objec\: of the 
expedition, namely, the defiruc\:ion of our empire in the eaft. 
We ihall; perhaps, come neareft the mark by confidering the 
ir.oft ferious, and probably the only, obftacle that would impede 
their progrefs in the countries that lie between Syria and India, 
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to be occafioned by the great difficulty of procuring provifiona 
and tranf porting the baggage and ammunition that would be 
required fo.r fo large an army. But even thefo are difficultiea 
which, by an cnterprizing and determined mind, would be fur. 
mounted. 

Whether the French really intended to march an army by 
land, in the event of their having reduced Acre and got poffef
fion of Syria, feems to be doubtful ; but it is pretty evident they 
entertained hopes, at one time, of being able to co-operate with 
the Sultaun of Myfore by the Red Sea, though it does not ap
pear that any previous plan had been concerted for tranf port. 
ing their troops from Egypt to India. The whole expedition, 
indeed, fhould feem to have been., in the fi.rft inftance, a mo. 
mentary thought, without ·any further plan or defign than that 
of diverting the original intention of an armament, which was 
vauntingly calleJ the Army of England. The fact feems to be, 
that the power and the influence of Buonaparre, who had the 
command of this army, had rendered him the object of jealoufy 
and hatred to the Direflory, who were equally glad with himfelf 
to have an excufe for changing the current of thefo vaft prepara
tions from a hazardous, almoft hopelefs, enterprize, whofe 
failure would have ended in equal difgrace both to the Directory 
and their general, into a romantic expedition that had the fanc
tion of the old government for the attempt, and, at all events, 
was more promifing of fuccefs than the pretended invafion of 
the Britith iflands. The fame of Buonaparte required, in facr, 
to be fupported, at that time, by fome new and fignal adven
ture which might be the means of refcuing him from the fe-
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eondary part die Direaory had referved (or him, by the com
mand of a pretended expcditioa againft their only remaining 
enemy. In this fituation Come of hit friends, it is (uppo(ed, fug
geRed to him the conqueft of Egypt, which had long been an 
object: of the French Government under the monarchy. The 
brilliancy of fuch a conqueft was well fuited to the enterprizing 
f pirit and ambitious views of the Corfican. It is fuppofed, alfo, 
that the memoir which the philofopber Leibnitz prefented te 

Louis XlVth was put into his hands, and that the grand objeaa 
held out therein took ftrong polfeffion of his mind. " 'Ibt 
" fovertignty o:f the flas-the E'!fltrn Empire-the overthrow ,f 
" Jhe Porte-anJ anifler/al arbitralio11," were all to be accom• 
plUhcd by the conqueft of Egypt, a cooqueft that was refervd 
for hia mighty arm. " Soldiers,•• faJ" he, on the departure of 
the espeditioo, "you are about to undertake a conqueft, the 
" effeas of which, upon commerce and civilization, will be in
·" calculable ; and the blow it will give to England will be fol
., lowed up with its deftruc\.ion!' 

But vain are often the hopes of man ! The brilliancy ef fuch 
a conqueft, however alluring at a diftance, feema to have fadecl 
1>n the approach. Whether his unfuccefaful attempt againft: 
Acre had damped hia ardour, and thrown an infurmountable 
barrier to any views he might have entertained againft India, 
or whether he meant to be fatisficd with annexing Egypt to 
the colonies of France, is ftill matter of conjetlure ; but it would 
feem from one of his letters, publiihed in the interc:epted corre
fpondence, written at a time when he had not the leaft idea of 
being baftled iD his fclicmc:s, and his army finally driven out by 
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the Eng1ifh, that the acquHition of Egypt was the end of bis 
defign, and that hi& intention was to return to Paris as Coon as 
the nccetTary arrangements could be made for ita future govern
ment. His objea, no doubt, aa appears from bis letters to the 
!ting of England and the Emperor of Germany, was to obtain 
• general peace, and by certain facrificea on the part of France 
or its allies, to retain pofl'effion of this new colony, from. 
whence, at Come diftant period, when. he had afTembled a fuffi .. 
eicnt force-, aad prepared the necefiary quantity of Jhipping in 
the Red Sea, be might have availed himfelf of a favourable 
opportunity of making a defcent on the Malabar coaft. In 
fuch an event he was well aware that England, at that time, 
would never have relinquHhed the Cape of Good Hope, which 
he might therefere have propofed aa ari. equivalent for Egypt. 
The importance which th~ Prcnch have attached to this half
way ftation between Europe and India, appears from the con
ferences which took place between Lord Malmefbury and. 
MonGeur Dt la Crout, wherein the latter perfifted that the Cape 
of Good Hope was of infinitely greater importance to England 
than the Netherlands were to France, and that if our demand• 
For keeping it were acquiefccd in, il 1hould be confidered as a. 
Full and ample compenfation for them. " ff," fays he, "you 
" arc maftera of the Cape and Trincomalcf e, we ihall hold all 
" our fetdements in India, and the Mes of France aui Bourbon 
•• entirely at the tenure ef your will and pleafure; they will be 
" ours only aa long as you choofe we ihould retain them ; you 
" will be Cole mafters ia India, and we fiiall be entirely de. 
" pendent on you." On one occafion he vehemently ex
claimed, "Your Indian empire alono has enabled you to fub-
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" fidize all the powers of Europe againft us, and your monopoly 
" of the Indian trade has put you in polfeffion of a fund of in
u exhauftible wealth !" 

As the French, in all human probability, will very foon be 
deprived of all their colonies in the weft, they will be more 
anxious to increafe their eftablilhments in the eaft ; and how
ever limited might have been the extent of their views on the 
memorable expedition to Egypt, there cannot now be a differ
ence of opinion on the fubjea. India iE,, undoubtedly, their ob-.. 
jecl, and to gain that objecl they will leave no meafures untried, 
no.r regard the facrifice of thoufands. They have now, indeed, 
ftronger motives than ever for attempting the dellrullion of our. 
power in the eaft. Driven from the moft valuable of their Well: 
India fettlements, by a conducl of which the confequences 
might eafily have been forefeen, and i'n a fair way of lofing the 
reft, they will feek for reparation in Egypt and in India. If, 
however, England can fucceed in keeping them out of the 
Eaftern Seas, the feeble remains of their maritime ftrength muft 
f p~edily be extingui!hed ; for without colonies they can have 
little or no foreign tracle, and confequently no feamen. To 
effed. this ccfireable end, it will be indif penfably necclfary 
for England to regain polfeffion of the Cape of Good Hope, 
which, with Malta and Ceylon, are the bell: guarantees for the 
tranquillity of our Indian trade and fettlements, .;nd without 
which their fecurity muft always be confi<lered as precarious. 

It is almoft fuperfluous to obferve how much every nation of 
Europe is interefied, that the power of the Britilh empire 
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fhould, at this moment, be upheld by every poffible fecurity that 
may enable her to refift the overwhelming and infatiable ambi
tion of France. Do the other powers vainly hope to meet a better 
fate under her triumphant arms than Holland, Hanover, or Swit
zerland have experienced, where, before the palf ying arm of 
French tyranny had deftroyed their health and vigour, the peo. 
pie were profperous, happy, and free? Would Denmark or 
Sweden, Pruffia or the principalities of Germany, be treated 
with more confideration than the Italian provinces have been l 
Will Spain and Portugal increafe their influence, wealth, and 
commerce by being degraded into tributary provinces of France, 
and do they promife themfelves a better fecurity of their 
colonies by the humiliating alliance? Nothing, furely, but the 
moft morbid apathy could prevent thefe and the reft of Europe 
from riling in a mafs to wipe off the difgrace that has already 
fallen on fome, and momentar.ily threatens the reft. How is lt 
poffible that thofe powers, who yet have the means of refcuing 
Europe from univerfal mifery, can remain inactive, and infen
fible of their own impending danger? A little Hland, animated 
with a great foul, is their only fecurity, and if that fhould fail, the 
tyrant's fell grafp will Coon reach them all. The fyftem, deeply 
rooted in the mind of the Confular Government, appears to be 
that of univerfal and arbitrary dominion-to reduce all Europe 
into gallic provinces as Afia fell under the yoke of Rome. 

Nor would· the dreadful efFelb of Freneh aggrandizement be 
confined to Europe, were they not completely checked by the 
maritime power of Great Britain. Alia, Africa, and South 
America would foon be overrun with Freuchmen. No one can 
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doubt, for a moment, what the fate of F.gypt would be i£ Eng
lartd ihould relinquHh the polfeffion of Malta. The Firtl: Cottful, 
lud'eed,, in an unguarded moment of frenzy, has moft unequi
vc>cally a-vowed H. The deftrulUon of the Ottoman Govern
ment ie another objee\: of French ambition. One of the moft 
intelligeht of the French officers, in his corref pondence with. the 
Executive Direaory, obferves, "The Ottoman Empire is ge
,, hetally regarded as an old edifice, tottering to its fall. The 
" European powers have lohg been preparing to divide its feat
,, tered fragments, and many politicians conceive that the cataf
" trophe is dt1fe at hand. In this fuppofition, they think it but 
" right that France ffiould have her iliare of the fpoils; 011d the 
" part allotted to btr i1 Egypt." 

But let tho(e profeffcd Cofntopolites, who, from principles or 
pretended humanity, declare themfelves friends to the difmem
berment of the Turkifh Empire, reflell ferioufly on the confc
quenecs that would inevitably enfue were France conterned in 
the dHTolution and partition of this governltlent. However de• 
firable it may feem to free the Greeks from the trtiferable yoke 
under which they long have groaned, yet a fudden tranfition 
from fiavery to freedom would fcarcely be borne with more 
moderation by the Greeks, than by the French at home or the 
negroes in the Weft India ifiands. Nor would the horrors of a 
revolution be confined to the Turkifh provinces. The licen
tibtl8 army who might eftea it; trained and accuftomed to rapine 
a.Ad piunder, led on by needy or ambitious officers, -who, oa 
their part• are fpurred by the aggrandizing views of their go
vernment, would not be content to fit down with Egypt as their 
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{hare of the plunder. As Malta was the ftep that led them to 
Egypt, fo would Egypt be to Syria, and Syria to the po.lfeffion 
of India; to the plunder of that wealth which, in their opinion, 
is the great fupport of Britain. Thus would the fcourge of 
their inordinate ambition be felt from the Nile to the Ganges, 
and from thence, in all probability, to t.he Yellow Sea, And by 
adverting to the geographical pofition of the fouthern extremity 
of Africa, in relation to other countries, and to the advantag~ 
it commands as a military ftation, we lhall perceive with what 
eafe might all the ports of South America be made fubfervient 
to their ambitious views, and how fpeedily that.great continent 
from the ifthmus of Darien to Terra del Fuego would fall into 
their infatiable grafp. The accomplifhment of thefe objecb, 
chimerical as they may appear, are preYented only by the 
tranfcendant and invincible ftrength of the Britifh navy. 

As it muft therefore obvioufly be the intereft of the w\olc 
world that the reftlefs and aggrandizing fpirit of France lhould 
cffeclually be counteral\:ed, and as the Cape of Good Hope and 
Malta in her po.lfeffion would forward her views at univcrfal 
dominion, there can be no reafonable ohjeaions ma-de on the 
part of the other powers of Europe igain.il: tbefe two grand 
points of fecurity beh1g left, at a general peace, in the hands qf 
England, or, at all events, to be prot~cl:ed by Engli(h garrifone, 
as fome guarantee againft the defigns of the general eiaemy of 
the human race. 

As the imoortance of every military ftation muft depend, in 
a c:onfidera.ble degree, on the f ufticiency of the works that either 
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are already conftrucled for its defence againft internal or exter
nal attack, or on the local advantages it poffeffes of being ren
dered defencible, it may be expecl:ed I fuould here fay fome
thing on this fubjecl:. Being no profe!lional man, I am aware, 
in doing this, of the rifle I run of laying myfelf open to the 
cenfure of fome who are fo, particularly as I have heard fo many 
and fuch contrary opinions advanced as to the heft means of 
attacking and of defending the Cape of Good Hope. The little 
I have to offer on the fubjecl: will be chiefly defcriptive; and as 
to the defence of the place my ideas will be grounded on the 
opinion of thofe whofe flcill in their profeffions, and whofe found 
judgment in the ordinary affairs of life, joined to their local 
knowledge, entitle fuch opinion to fome degree of confideration. 
It may be obferved, however, that there are not, perhaps, two 
officers who perfecl:ly agree on this fubjed:. 

By the defence of the Cape of Good Hope, is meant only 
that of the peninfular promontory, containing the two bays 
which arc the ufual refort of {hipping, and on the northern part 
of which the town is fituated. And for the better illuftration of 
what follows, I have added a military map of the faid penin
fula, the outline of which was taken, I believe, fome years ago 
by a French engineer, waa afterwards filled up by different 
oflic:ets in the Dutch fervice, and was examined, correcl:ed, and 
verified with great care and accuracy, by Captain (now Lieutc
tenant-Colonel) Bridges of the Britifu engineers, under whofc 
direflions feveral new and important works were confirutled by 
crder of Sir James Craig. For the fake of conveniency, I found 
it neceffary to reduce the f calc to half the fizc of the original 
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drawing, and have added to the Dutch fcale of roeds one oC 
Engtilh yards, the former being to the latter as 4~ to 1. 

This military plan, together with the bays, I have thought it 
expedient to publHh, as multiplied copies of them are in the 
poffeffion not only of the government and officers at the Cape, 
but alfo of French officers in Europe ; and it is prefumed they 
may be of ufe to thofe who, perhaps, may hereafter be fent on 
an expedition againft this important fettlement without pof
feffing local knowledge, although, for fuch a purpofe, and againfl 
fo extenfive a colony, it would be highly advifeable to felea 
fuch as were well acquainted not only with the fortified penin
fula, but alfo with the different bays and palfes of the country, 
the manners of the colonifts and their refources, and, above all, 
with the habits of the native Hottentots. 

Cape Town, which may be called the capital of the colony, 
ia fituated on the fouth-eaft angle of Table Bay. It ufually 
happens that the advantages of the bay, in forming a new fet• 
tlement, determines the choice of the fite for the town ; but, in 
this inftance, the convenience of a plentiful ftream of pure 
Jfmpid water, rufhing out of the Table Mountain, was the pri
mary objelt to which the bay was fubfervient. Had this not 
been the cafe, the firft fettlers would unqueftionably have given 
the preference to Saldanha Bay, whofe only defect is the want 
of frelh water near it; whereas Table Bay is faulty in every 
point that conftitutes a proper place for the refort of fhipping; 
and fo boifterous, for four month& in the year, as totally to ex.
elude all iliips from entering it. 

Digitized by Google 



TitAVELS IN 

As this, h0wever, became the feat of the petty concerns in 
which the Dutch Eaft India Company allowed its fervants to 
traffic, and, under certain reftricl:ions, the other fettlers to carry 
on with foreign thips, a commerce that was cbiclly confined to 
the fopply of provifions and .refrethments in exchange for In
dian and European articles, they found it neceifary to build a 
fort for the protettion of their property and cf th-c Company'• 
war~hpufes againft the attempts of the natives. 

A:s the trade to India increafed, and the Cape, in confe. 
quence, became more fr.equented, it was deemed expedient to 
e-xt:en4 the work6, and to ered a citadel that Lhould ferve as a 
(k:fence againR: any attack either by land or by fea. This citadel 
is the prefent caftle, a regular pentagon fort, :with two ra.velins 
and fome other outworks, and furrounded by a wet ditch; but 
fo injudicioufly placed, in the very loweft part, or fink, of the 
valley, that although it commands the town and part of tbe an
chorage, itfelf is commanded by the ground riling from. it in a 
flope to the Devil's Hill, which, therefore, renders it not de
fenfrble. This flope is now occupied as high. as the commence
inent of the perpendicular rocky fide of the DevH's Hill, by 
various redoubts, batteries, and block-houfes commanding each 
other, and the advance ground to the caftle, all of which were 
added by Sir James Craig. 

During the American war, when the French were at the 
Cape, they raifed lines with two redoubts to protea the ap
proach to the caftle on the land fide, the expence of which they 
paid in paper money. Thefe lines, however, extending no far• 

ther 
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ther up the tongue of land that projects from the Devil's Hill, 
than the point, No. 1 2,, in the map, were liable to be turned be
tween that point and the craggy fummit D, a manc:ruvre, I be
lieve, which General Craig intended to put in practice, pro
vided the Dutch, after being driven out of Wynbcrg, were 
dif po fed to make a ftand at the French lines. He therefore, 
very properly, ordered a battery and block-houfe to be coo,i. 
ftrucl:ed immediately under D, and a fecond a little lower down 
the hill, which, with the two redoubts in the lines, and Fort 
de Knokke at their extremity on the fhore of Table Bay, being 
aU ~ithin the compafs of 1500 yards, would enable the garri• 
fon to ketp up fuch a crofs and concentrated fire, as to prevent 
any moderate number of troops from attempting to force the 
lines in their approach to the town from Simon's Bay. And, 
in order to flrcngtheri the northern extremity of the lines, andt 
at the fame time, to cover the landing place at the mouth of,. 
and pa{fage acrofs, the Salt River, he added, allo, a bomb
proof tower and battery at G, both of which bear his name. 
Notwithftanding, however, the ftrength of thefe lines, the offi
cers of the Dutch garrifon, now at the Cape, were of opinion 
that the moft elegible mode of attacking the town would be to 
force the lines, though at the hazard of lofing a number of men• 
after which the caftle muft immediately fall; and many Engluh 
officers are of the fame opinion. 

Fort Knokke is connected with the citadel by a rampart 
drawn along the fhore, called the Sea lines, defended by feveral 
batteries, mounted with heavy guns, and furnifhed with ovens. 
fur heating fuot. Within thefe lines is a powder magazfoe• 

and 
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and a long range of low buildings that were converted, under 
the Englilh government, into a general hofpital, with lodgings 
for the infpector, ftorekeeper, and apothecary to the forces. 

On the weft of the bay arc three {lrong batteries at the points 
K, L, M, the Rogge-bay battery, the Amfterdam battery, and 
the Chavonne battery, the guns of which all bear dirclUy upon 
the anchorage. At N is alfo a fma11 battery, called the Mouille, 
commanding the entrance of the bay ; for all ihips, when com
ing in, keep the point of the MouilJe clofe on board, and go 
out of the bay between Rohen Uland and the continent. A 
little farther, at the point 0, where there is a fmall fandy cove, 
a work was thrown up with a few light guns and a furnace for 
heating iliot, to prevent a landing at this plac~, which they 
have further endeavoured to impede by fixing three anchors 
acrofs the inlet. A very few ihot from one of our frigates foon, 
however, difiodged the enemy from this work. 

At Camp's.Bay, on tl1e weftern coaft of the peninfula, there 
are alfo a few fmall batteries, and a military poft on the height 
above it, directly between the Table Mountain and the Lion's 
Head. An almoft perpetual furf rolls upon the fandy beach of 
Camp's Bay, otherwife, this might be confidered as a very vul
nerable point. An army landing here, and at Three Anchor 
Bay, might take the town and all the batteries in their rear, or, 
which would ftill be more important, might get poffeffion of 
the Lion~a Rump at F, from whence, with a few howitzers, the 
town and citadel, and the ftrong batteries on the weft fide of 
Table Bay, would be completely commanded. And thia hill 

baa 
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has the very great advantage of not being commanded by any 
other point. 

So fully convinced was Sir James Craig of the vaA: import .. 
ance of this fituation, that .he propofed to Government, in the 
event of the Cape remaining in our poifeffion, to erect a citadel 
upon it, ·with buildings for every military purpofe, fuch as bar
racks for the garrifon, houfes for an hofpital, buildings for the 
ordnance department, for military ftores, and for at ]eaft twelve 
months' provifions. Such a fortification, when properly com
pleted, would, in the opinion of Sir James, be ably defended, 
in time of war, by 1200 men; and would render the town, the 
batteries, and the catUe, untenable by an enemy, all of which 
might be totally defiroyed from this height in four-and-twenty 
hours. The moft intelligent of the officers of the Dutch gar
rifon, now at the Cape, were precifely of the fame opinion, and 
immediately pointed out the ficuation a& the moft eligible for 
erecting a citadel. The Government, however, are not in cir
cumftances at prefent to undertake a work of fuch magnitude 
and expence, not being able to raife funds adequate to meet the 
fubfiftence of the troops, and the contingent and extraordinary 
expences of the garrifon, confining of about two thoufand 
men. 

The greateft difficulty, in employing this fituation for fuch a 
purpofe, would be the want of water ; but it is by no means an 
infurmountable difficulty. Twelve hundred men, at a daily 
allowance of a quart to each man, would confume, in twelve 
months, 109,500 gallons, and a ciftern, capable of containing 
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thls quantity, would not be required to exceed a fquare or 
twelve yards, provided the depth be about four yards and a half. 
And two cifterns of thefe dimenfions, would be fully adequate 
for every purpofe that the garrifon would require. 

Another objefUoo, however, was ftarted> grounded on the 
opinion of Come of the anillery officers in t·he fervice of the 
!aft India Company, who conceived the Lion's Hill to be within 
point blank thot of the Devil's Hill, the flope of which, below 
the rocky fummit, is at leaft twice the height of the former, 
and confequently commanded it. Thefe gentlemen, who are 
fuppofed to be among the beft informed ef the Company's offi
cers, may be very good artillery officers, but they are certainly 
bad judges of diftance in a mountainous country; f$r, as Sir 
James Craig has obferved, the neareft point of the Devil'"a Hill 
is at the diftance of 3 700 yards ; but that, in order to get any 
thing like a level with the part of the Lion,.s Rump 7 on whick 
the mofl confiderable part of the works would be placed, it 
would be necelfary to go farther back on the Oope of the De
vil's Hilt, at leaft five hundred yards, and even then the eleva
tion would not be equal to that point on which the faid works. 
were fituated ; fo that the point blank range of the Campany'& 
artillery officers is, at leaft, 4200 yards. Sir James obferves, 
that a refidence of fourteen months at the Cape, fince be gave 
llis opinion on this f uh jell, and a continued and unremitting 
ftudy, to render the place as defenfible as poffible, had only 
ferved to confirm him in it ; an opinion, indeed, which perfeclly 
coincided with that of Lieutenant-Colonel Bridges, who com
manded the BritHh engineers, as well as with that of every in-

telligent 
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telfigent officer who has been on duty at the Cape, not only 
among the Englilh, but alfo among the French, Dutch, and 
German officers now fcrving there. 

Near the narroweft part of the peninfula, on the weftern 
Oiore, are two contiguous bays caned Hout or Wood Bay, and 
Chapman,& Bay; the latter communicating, by a defile of the 
mountains, about 2700 yards in length, with Vis or FHh Bay 
clofe to Simon's Bay; and the former, by another defile, with 
t~ great road leading from Cape Town to Simon'-a Bay. Ther~ 
appears to he no inftance on record of any lhip going into 
Chapman,, Bay, it being completely expofed to all the prevailing 
winds that blow at the Cape, and, in confequence, feldom free 
from a heavy f well of the fea. Were it, indeed, ever fo fecur.e 
and convenient for landing troops, all the advantages it holds 
out would be obtained by a landing at Simon's Bay. This is 
not the cafe, were an enemy to effe!l: a landing at Hout Bay to 
the northward of it ; as, from this place, they would be enab~d 
to make their approach to the lines, leaving Muifenberg, which, 
<>n a former occafion, I have called the Thecm.opylz of the Cape 
pcninfuta, in their rear. 

Hout Bay afFords fafe and convenient anchorage.for eight Ol' 

ten fhips ; and has a mulet of freih water falling into it from 
the back part of Table Mountain ; but the getting out of da.e 
bay is fuppofed to be "fery dif&ult and precariuue_ on accowx 
of the e'ddy winds from the forrounding mo11ataina when thq 
are moderate in the Offing, or from the foutb-eafterly windt 
~tidg into the entrance ; as '"11 at from the ooaftaot walert, 
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f well and wind prevailing from that quarter in the winter fea
fon. Captain Blanket, however, in the year 1784, when he 
commanded the Nymph fioop of war, ran, out of curiofity, 
into Hout Bay, at which the Dutch were exceedingly jealous 
and angry, none of them having ever feen a {hip there be
fore. It is now defended with a battery and a block-houfe. 

As to Simon's Bay, which lies on the eaftern fide of the pe
ninfula, in the great bay of Falfe, and is the ufual refort of 
1hippiog for five months in the year, it fhould feem the Dutch 
had no idea of their colony being attacked from that quarter, as 
the thong ground at Muifenberg was entirely unoccupied be
fore the Britilh expedition appeared in the bay ; and all the 
works and batteries there were conftruB:ed between the time 
of its arrival and the day the troops marched to attack it. 

For the defence of the various works upon the Cape penin
fula, all of which I have juft enumerated, a garrifon of five 
thoufand men baa been confidered, by all who are acquainted 
with the place, -as the very leaft force that would be required ; 
and, confequently, no part of it could, with propriety, be d~ 
tached into the interior, without expofing the garrifon to dan
ger. The colony, indeed, is fo extenfive, having an unprotell:ed 
coaft of 580 miles from Cape Point to the Kaffer country on the 
eaft, and of 31 s miles from Cape Point to the River Kouffie 
c,n the north, that an army of ten thoufand men would fcarcely 
be fufficient to keep out an enemy, if he were determined to 
effea: a landing. A large force, however, landed at any great 
diftance from the Cape, could not pofiibly be fubfifted. At 
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Molfel Bay it might, perhaps, receive a f mall fupply of corn, 
but no cattle; at Plettenberg'a bay, neither the one nor the 
other. At Algoa Bay an enemy might, at all times, create a 
great deal of mifchief, by putting arms into the hands of the 
Kaffers and Hottentots, who might very eafily be encouraged 
to drive the whole colony within the limits of the Cape penin
{ula; a meafure, by which the garrifon and the fettlers would 
immediately be ftarved for want of provifiona. It is obvious 
that Cuch a ftep would be attended with the prefen~ ruin of the 
fettlement, and would not, on that account, be reforted to but 
by a defperate or a Machiavelian enemy. 

This bay might, however, be very fairly, and fuccefsfully, 
made ufe of to land about a hundred light dragoons, from 
whence, by marching into Graaf Reynet, they would not only 
find the means of mounting and of fubfifting themfelves, but 
might effectually cut off the large fupplies of lheep and cattle 
which are principally furnifhed by thi11 diftricl: for the ufe of the 
town and garrifon. A quantity of SpanHh dollars would enfure 
the party a cordial reception from the boors, at leaft as long aa 
their money lafi:ed ; nor do I believe, fo long as the memory of 
their laft cam·paigning is fre{h in their minds, they will ever be 
induced again to affemble iu arms, on any occafion, againft Eu
ropeans. The Dutch, I underfi:and, have ftationed at this bay 
near thret hundred troops, to keep the peace between the boors, 
the Kaffers, and the Hottentots, but the greater part would, un
doubtedly, be withdrawn on receiving intelligence of the pre
fent war ; the weaknefs of the garrifon not admitting of fo large 
a detachment being fent off the peniof ula, ef pecially as in the 

month 
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month of Julylaft they had received no reinforcements from the 
French, and expeaed none from Holland. 

But the moA: etrea-ual way, perhaps, of diftreffing the gar
rifon, would be to land detachments at various points not very 
diftant from the Cape peninfula; as, for inftance, at Gordon's 
Bay, which may be done at all feafont of the year, but ·moR: 
conveniently from September to May. Here, as I before ob
ferve~ immediate poffeffion might be taken of Hottentot Hol
land's Kloaf, which is but a few miles diftant, and from which 
a fmall party, with field-pieces or howitzers, would not eafily 
be driven out ; at the fame time a fecond detachment, landed at 
Saldanha Bay, might take polfeBion of Roode Sand Kloof; 
thus totally cutting ofF t-he poffibility of any fupply of cattle 
from the interior parts of the country. A third detachm~ 
landed near Blauwberg, at a fiiort diftance from the anchorage 
cfF Rohen lfland, might form a chain of pofts between this hill 
and the party in Roode Sand Kloof, and thus cut off the fup
pliesof grain from Zwartland Berg River, Picquetberg, Reibecb 
Caftle, and the fot1r-and-twenty riven, which arc the principal 
corn diftrias. The time ihould be the months of January and 
February, when the corn of the new haneft begins to be fent 
up to town, whither two-thirds of the quantity reaped arc 
uf ually brought in the courfe of the two fucceediog months. 
In January 1803, the magazines of grain were completely ex
haufted, which will alfo be the cafe in January 1804, the re
turns of the haneft being barely f ufticierrt for the exigencies ol 
the y~r. 

The 

Digitized by Google 



SOUTHER.N AFRICA. IJ.5 

The invading fteet, if fupcrior in force to that on the ftation. 
might eafily be fupplied with frefh provifions, either at the an
chorage off Rohen lfland, where they could lie in perfell: fecu
rity, or in Saldanha Bay. At fix miles diftance to the north
ward of this bay, there is good water at a place called Wille Klip, 
the White Rock, and not bad, though, perhaps, a little bracki1h, 
at feveral places on the eaft fiiore of the bay ; and I have littl~ 
doubt that plenty of good water might be procured by digging 
wells at the foot of the Blauwberg, or even on Rohen lfland. an 
operation which the Dutch have neither fkill to coDd\ltl, DOr m
duftry to accomplifh. 

Some, however, are of opinion that the place would' f>eR lte 
taken by a Coup de Main, by dafhing at once into Table Bay in 
a fouth-e;\ft wind, and cutting out all the fi>.ipa that may happen 
to be at anchor. In doing this, they would have to f uftain tilt: 
fire of Craig9s tower and battery, Fort de Knokke, the fea lines 
and the caftle, but the three heavy batteries, on the-weft coaft of 
the bay, would pour their fire into their own lhips. There arc 
few places, however, where fo great a fire can be aoncontratcd, 
as can be brought to bear on the anchoring ground of Table 
Bay. The batteries are mounted with a coofiderable number 
of heavy guns; but> it is true, they are very old ; a great part 
of them honeycombed, and the carriages of many ~omplctely 
demolifhed. The Amfterdam battery has alfo many defe8s, 
and, in the opinion of fame nav~l officers, woutd foon be filenced 
by a fingle lliip of the line, brought to lie clofe alongfide 
of it. 

Others 
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Others are of opinion, that a moderate force of infantry and 
artillery, landed at Three Anchor Bay, might eafily fucceed in 
getting poffeffion of Amfterdam battery in the rear, as well as 
the Chavonne and Rogge Bay batteries, after which the caftle 
would no longer be tenable, and the town would be at the 
mercy of the attacking party. Perhaps the firongeft impreffion 
might be made by combining the two opinions; though a large 
force might probably prefer )anding on the eafiern beach of 
Table Bay, where there is nothing to interrupt them, crofs the 
Salt River, and carry the lines by a Coup de Main, after which, 
as I have before obferved, the ca!Ue muft immediately fall, and 
the garrifon furrender at difcretion. 

The Dutch garrifon, at the evacuation of the colony by .the 

Englifu, in March laft, were certainly not capable of oppofing 
any very confiderable refiftance, or to defend the place againft 
a fpiritcd attack, conducted by an officer of fkill and local ex
perience. Three or four 1hipa of the line, with four thoufand 
men, would be fully fufficient to carry their pofot ; provided 
the Dutch iliould receive no reinforcements from the French, 
which, hitherto, there are no grounds for fuppofing to be the 
cafc. The whole garrifon, when complete, was intended to 
confift of three thoufand men; of thefe were already arrived, 
at that time, barely two thoufand, confifiing in a regiment of 
the Prince of W aldec, about fix hundred flrong; three hundred 
cavalry; three hundred artillery; two or three companies of 
grenadiers, and the reftjagers or a light rifle corps, totally un
difciplined, and compofed of almoft every nation on the face of 
the earth, bein_g, for the moft part, defertera from the German 

regiments. 
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regiments. And, with regard to the artillery, they were fo 
miferably defective that, out of the whole corps, they could 
not felect a fufficient number of trained men to fire the falutes 
intended to be made on hoifting the Dutch flag on the firft of 
January; but made application to the commanding officer of the 
Britifh a11illery, for a party to affifl. them : yet, when the orders 
for the furrender of the colony were countermanded, and it be
came a probable event that hofiilities would enfue, it was induf
trioufl y circulated by the Dutch officers, or rather by the French 
officers nominally in the Dutch fervice, that their corps of ar
tillery was in the highefl. fl.ate of difcipline and order, the greateft 
part of the men having difl.ingui01ed themfelves at the battle 
of Marengo ! They were commanded, however, as well as the 
cavalry, by active and intelligent officers. 

The fervices of the Burgher Cavalry are not likely ever to be 
again demanded. Were they, indeed, ever fo well difpofed to 
fight, the number that it would be found practicable to raife 
is far from being great. Thofe who dwell in the interior parts 
of the fettlement would find it extremely inconvenient to quit 
their homes, on account of their flaves and Hottentots, who 
might be induced to take advantage of their abfence; and the 
Cape difl.rict, containing only about fix thoufand fouls, could 
not be fuppofed to furnith more than a thoufand men fit to 
bear arms, and, probably, not one hundred that would dare to 
ufe tltem. 

The Hottentot corps, confifting of about five hundred men, 
fo far from feeling any difpofition to enter into the fervice of the 
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Dutch, aclually declined it, and expreffed the ftrongeft willies 
to return to their connel\:ions in the cliftant parts of the colony. 
What the fate of thefe poor creatures may be is difficult to con
jecture. Convinced, as the Dutch Government would fpeedily 
be, that they would never be prevailed on to draw a trigger 
againft the EnglHh, it will become a very ferious difficulty in 
what manner to dif pofe of them. If they £hould defert in a 
body, which was generally thought would be the event, they 
would drive in the whole country. But if, before this happens, 
the colonifts fuould be granted the prayer of either of their pe
tition,, the government will be relieved from any appa·ehenfions 
with regard to the Hottentot corps : one of thefo humane pro
pofals was to furround and maffacre the whole corps ; the other• 
to put a chain to the leg of every man, and diftribute them 
among the farmers as flaves for life. 

The only chance they have of efcaping, refts upon the good in
tentions of the Governor and Commander in Chief towards them. 
from whofe humane difpofition, and honourable character,. 
they will receive every protell:ion and fupport, as far, at leaft, 
as depends upon him ; hut, in a revolutionary government, the 
heft difpofed muft, in fome degree, fwim with the torrent of po
pular opinion. 

One fingle fuip of war, the Bato of 68 guns, remained in 
Table Bay, preparing to follow two others of the fame clafa, 
the Pluto and the Kortenaar, to Batavia. None of thefe three 
1hips had any of their lower-deck guns on board, and were only 

half 
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half manned ; being intended, though under the command of 
an Admiral, to take on board, and carry to Europe, cargoes of 
coffee. Three frigates had failed a few months before for the 
fame purpofe, under the coitlmand or Commodore Mclifre, 
and two others formed part of Rear-Admiral Dekker's fqua
dron ; fo that the Dutch had, at that time, in the Eaftern Seas, 
three 1hips of the line and five fine frigates, which, how
ever, were in no condition to add much luftre to the Batavian 
flag. 

The ammunition and ftores that were found at the capture, 
together with thofe that were given over by the Briti1h Go
vernment, at the furrender, to the amount of about twenty 
thoufand pounds value, will ferve for many years, not only as 
a fupply of the garrifon, but alfo of the Ifies of France and 
Bourbon. The great barrack, fituated between the town and 
the caftle, was put into thorough repair, and fitted up with bed
ding and other neceffaries for the reception of two thoufand 
men ; and the citadel, capable of containing one thoufan.d men, 
with lodgings for the officers, was intended to be put into the 
fame condition. 

Recent accounts mention the deplorable ftate of the colony 
under its new government. The revenues are fo reduced as 
to be totally inadequate to meet the expences of the garrifon, 
and they have no hope of any fupply from Holland. New taxes 
were impofed on the inhabitants, which they refufed to pay. 
The troops were in a complete ftate of inf ubordination ; feveral 
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were under trial for mutiny, and numbers were daily derert• 
ing with their arms. U niverfal difcontent and general diftrefa 
prevailed. In f uch a ftate of things, it is not unreafonable to 
conclude that the Cape would fall an eaf y conqueft to a Bri-
tuh force. 

Dig,llzed by Google 



80UTHE RN AFRICA. 

CH A P. IV. 

Importance of the Cape of Good Hope, confidered as a Naval 
Station. 

C,,,,porotiw /mall Spatt ot,upitd ~ tht Brit!JI, !f/4nds-thrir W tight attU"l Natio111 
o&&OUttdtd far• - Commtrct t/N Sourct of Britflb Wralth.-P,uoriou/ntji rf tht ,,,,,., 
Cor?it1g-traM,-Colonit1 impro1Jt NO'Uigation.-Charaflw ,f Frm&h &amm-,f 
Dut,h Sta"'!n.-Trtatmtnt on /,oard thtir own Shipr.-MortalitJ,-C/7,, Capt N

,,jfi,r, to tht Dut,h Tradt to India-an inurwdiatt Port.dyirablt to othtr Natio,u 
-lt'!fl fa to Englar.d-Rrofanr if it.-ln&idtnlJ to which maritime Tranfalli0111 art 
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tmd th,ir CJ"rrritory bt)'ond tht original lntmtion-lmptdimmts thrown /,y tht Com. 
1any-Wil/i11gntji to part with it.-.Ad11antagt1 as a Na11al Station, not &anji,ud tl 

tht Supply if Rtfr!fhmmts - RtJort far Ships in Diflrtji-tht Counttji if Suthn-• 
land lndiaman.-Cupt proptr far o:ffembling Con11oy1-Pr01Jfjion1 to /,t prOt'Urrd.
lmp,rtanct 01 commanding tht Entranct if tht l11diat1 Star.-Jjlu if •Franct and 
B,ur/,on dtptndmt on tht Capt.-Fra11ct u11ablt to diflur/, India without a Flttt.
C/"radt of India /uijec1 to tht Af'!fJ,rr of tht Capt-Htalthinifs of tht C/imalt far 

Stamtn,-Mod,ratt Expmct o/ fubjijling a Flut-Sailors' Ration of /ref!, Pr01Jfjion1 
-Brandy chtaptr than W di India Rum-Cgnfamption if colonial Product /,1 tht 
Flut-o/,out ont-faurth if tht ufual Exptnct-Wtar and 'Ttar if tht Shipr co,yidtrablt. 
-lmportanct of tht gtographica/ P~tion if tht Capt-commanding afpttdy lntrr
,ourft with mojl Parts of th, World. -Dijad1JOntagrs to BritaiR in tht Hands of an 
Enuny.-'Th,u Poiflts if .Annoyanc, to our 'Tradt- c1Jmparativt Dangtr of tht 

OMtward and homtward bound Paffi,gu-that of pa.Jling tht Strai/1 of Sunda-of 
Manilla-of L 'Agui/las Boni -of Saint Hrlma.-lncjjica,y if Convoyr.-D!.ffermc, 

,f Cinumjanm /Jttwttn this and tht btruan 'IYar.-Prtftnt Aim of Franu-
'Iil~ 
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CJ'ht comparatit1t EflimtJtt of tht Cupt nnd Ctylon.-Frtnch jtalous of our Commtru. 

-NtcdJity if rt-po.ffdfi11g tht Cnpt or dd/roying th1 Ennny's Shipping thm.-Ba)S of 

tht Capt-CJ'oblt Bay-Robbtn !Jland-Lofs of th18ttptrt-8imon's Ba1-Saldanhm 
Ba1-0hje8ion1 to it:-ob11iattd.-Saint Htltna Ba,.- Concl'!fion. 

WHEN one reflects, for a moment, on the diminutive fpace 
that the Britifh iflands occupy on the furface of the globe, 

in comparifon with the large portions that fome nations enjoy, 
and confiders their detached and remote fituation by which their 
inhabitants were, in the opinion of the ancients, 

" Toto ah orhe divifa,," 
" Cut off from the rell of mankind;" 

when, at the fame time, one bears in mind the vaft weight 
and preponderance thefe little iflands have long maintained 
in the hiftory and tranfactions of moll of the numerous fo
cieties that conftitute this world of human beings, it is im
poffible to withhold our admiration and aftonilhment at a phe
nomenon which, at firft fight, wears the appearance of being 
fo much out of the ordinary courfe of things. In vain fhould 
we fearch for a parallel in the hiftory of the world, becaufe 
the hill:ory of the world affords no example of a country 
where property has fo much weight, affords fo much enjoyment, 
and is fo well fecurcd by juft and equal laws, as in Great 
Britain. 

Exertions to amafs wealth will, generally, be proportional 
to the ftabitity given to property. Hence, the enterprizing fpirit 
of Britons }las collected the riches of the world within their for
tunate iflands. Hence, the great and ftupendous works of con-. 
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venience, utility, and magnificence, that embrace the fiiores of 
the Thames, the Merfey, the Severn, and moft of the navigabfe 
rivers of the empire which, whilfi. they facilitate the purpofes 
of commerce, add fplendor and ornament to the country, and 
ferve as notable monuments of a powerful and opulent nation. 
But, although the feat of empire, the central point of power 
and wealth, is fixed in the Britifh iflands, yet, if we caft our 
eyes on the map of the world, and lk.im along the weftern fhores 
of the Atlanti.c, thence defcend to the Southern Pacific, and re
turn eafterly to the Indian Seas, we £hall there find that the 
poffeffions of Britain comprife " a vaft empire on which the 

" fun never fets, and whofe bounds nature has not yet afcer
" tained.,. 

Whatever philofophers may advance on the fubject of the 
wealth of nations depending on the encouragement given to 
agriculture, none wiH deny that the wealth and the influence of 
the Britifh empire derive their fource and their main.fpring from 
commerce. It is to commerce we owe our colonies, and to our 
colonies the perfel\:ion of navigation. For, after all the objec
tions that have been urged again 0: the colonizing f yftem, it is 
pretty evident that, without foreign potfeffions, we fhould have 
few f ea men. The mere carrying-trade is precarious, and liable 
to be affel\:ed by every little incident that may involve the na• 
tion carrying it on, in its relations with contending powers. So 
long as the Portugueze maintained their territories and their do
minion in the Eaft, the Portugueze navigators ftood the firft in 
reputation ; but no fooner had the Dutch deprived them of the 
beft part of their poffeffions, than the whole of the carrying-
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trade fell into the hands of the Dutch ; and the Dutch flag main
tained the fuperiority in the Eaft, and was refpectable in the 
\Veft. 

When the Dutch loft their colonies, the Americans foatched 
the remains of their carrying-trade, which, to a certain degree, 
they will preferve and, perhaps, improve, as long as they can 
remain in a {late of neutrality ; but, having no foreign poffet:. 
fions, the inflant they go to war with a nation that has, their 
carrying-trade muft fall to the ground. Such will be the cafe 
alfo with the Danes and the Swedes; and fuch bas France found, 
by experience, to be her fate from the moment £he loft her heft 
colonies. 

The number of hands required to work the fuips that are em
ployed in tranfporting to England the produce of our colonies, 
furniih for the navy, in time of war, an immediate fopply of 
tkilful and able-bodied feamen ; giving it, at once, a decided 
fuperiority over that of all other nations. Tlie French, the 
Dutch, and the Spaniards, can conftrucl: their ihips fully as 
well as, and fome of them, perhaps, better than, the Engli.fh ; 
but none of them can make fuch good feamen. The rough and 
rcfolute charatler that is neceffary to form good failors, would 
appear to be incompatible with the frivolous and flexile tempers 
of Frenchmen. Their natural verfatility difqualifies them for 
fituations that require fteady perfeverance; and the trifling 
gaiety of their difpofition is ill fuited to the order and difcipline 
that are indif penfable on board of a £hip. In a gale of wind, it 
is faid to be a matter of the greateft difficulty to prevail on a fof-

3 ficient 
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ficient number of Frenchmen, in a whole {hip's company, to 
go aloft for the purpofe of taking in the fails ; and if the gale 
comes on fuddenly, the odds are great that the mafts are carried 
away, or the fails blown from the yards. 

Both men and officers are averfe to long voyages; and are 
feldom inclined to pafs a friendly port. To poffefs the advan
tage of h:lving fuch ports, in different parts of the world, is of 
the firft importance to their navigation and commerce. They 
pay little attention to cleanlinefs, either in their perfons or {hip', 
and they are generally very much crowded; hence, a long voy
age, without refrefuments, is feldom unattended with difeafe and 
mortality. 

The Dutch feamen are fteady, perfevering, and intrepid; and, 
of all nations, have maintained the hardeft ftruggles with the 
EnglHh ; but they are habitually flow and inactive. That they 
are not ph yfically fo, the crew of the Rattlefnake, a great part 
of which were Dutchmen, afforded a fufficient proof, when they 
engaged, in a gallant and active manner, the La Prcneufe fri
gate in Algoa Bay. By example and a little practice, they 
overcome the dull and fiuggifh motion to which they have 
been accuftomed, and foon become capable of prompt and vi
gorous action. 

The Dutch failors, it feems, are always glad of an opportunity 
to ferve in Engli{h fhips, where they have the reputation of 
being a quiet, orderly, and obedient people. The manner in 
which they are fed, in their own fuips, is little calculated to give 
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them encouragement. The captains of the men of war are, at 
the fame time, the purfers s and they feed their men by con
trall:, which, fiipulating for quantity only, leaves the quality to 
the difcretion and the confcience of the captain. The Dutch 
fhips of war that were font out, with the governor and 
troops on board, to take poifeffion of the Cape, had a remark
able long paffage, which occafioned the Dutch failors on board 
our 1hips, to obferve, that the captain's mufiy peas, mncid pork, 
and black bread were not confumed, before which it would 
.not be his intereft to come into port where better articles were 
to be had. The fame failors. got hold of fome of their bread, 
which they carried through the ffreets of Cape Town, tied to 
the end of a ftick, by way of a joke, it being fo very black as 
to have more the appearance of animal excrement, baked in the 
fun, than of bread. 

On the prefent plan • of navigating their {hips, the Dutch 
would find it impraclicable to proceed from Europe to India 
without breaking the voyage. The unfavourable form of their 
veffels for moving quickly througb the water, the little fail they 
carry, efpecially by night, the economical plan in which they 
are fitted out, forbidding the ufe of copper fueathing, and the bad 
provifions laid in for the people, are all againft a loag continued 
voyage. The mortality that fometimes prevails on board their 
lndiamen, even on ihort paffages, is almoft incredible. Mr. 
Thunberg informs us, and bis veracity may be depended on, 
that the mortality on board the 1hip which carried him to the 
Cape, after a voyage of three months and a half from the Texel, 
amounted to one hundred and fifteen; that three other 1hips in 

the 
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t'be fame fleet fufFered ftill more, the Hoenloop having buried 
one hundred and fifty-eight; the William Vtb two hundred and 
thirty; and the Jonge Sa111uel of Zeeland one hundred and three 
men! 

It may be confidered, indeed, as next to a phyfical impoffibility, 
for a Dutch ihip to run from the Texel to Batavia without 
flopping. The poffeffion we held of their old half-way houfe, 
the Cape, was fo fevere a blow to their navigation in the Eaftern 
Seas, that, after the -capture of Lucas's fleet in Saldanha Bay, 
there was not, in the courfe of five years, a fingle Dutch fuip 
of any defcription to the fouthward of the line. The conveni
-ence of refrelhing at the Cape is ahfolutely neceffary to, and ·in
{eparably connected with, the Dutch trade to India. The Spa
niards and Portugueze are equally averfe to long patfages, with
out refrefhing, as the French and Dutch. The Danes, the 
Swedes, and Americans lefs fo, becaufe their provifions, in 
general, are more wholefome, and their fuips more cleanly : yet, 
to all thefe, an intermediate port is always confidercd as an ob
jett worthy of attention. 

To the EnglHh the invervention of a port, in the 1ongeft 
voyages, is the leaA: important ; and many commanders, of late 
years, have been fo little felicitous on this point, as to prefer 
making the run at once, rather than fuffer the delay and impe
diment occafioned by calling for refrefhments on the paffage. 
The commanders, ind~cd, of the Britifh £hips, in general, are 
fo well acquainted with the nature of the fixed and periodical 
winds (the Trades a:~d Monfoons), and with making the moft 
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of tho(e that are variable, that diftant voyages are now reduced 
almoft to a certain duration. The old fyftem, ftill, perhaps, too 
rigidly adhered to in the navy, of endeavouring to place the 
1hip's head in the direction of her intended port, is entirely ex
ploded by the commanders of ihips in the employ of the Eaft 
India Company. It may anf wer the purpofe in the Briti<h 
Channel, .and near land, but is ill fuited for a long voyage, 
through climates where the wind undergoes but little change-.. 
The fquadron of men of war, which brought away the garrifon, 
on the evacuation of the Cape, were twelve weeks on their paf
fage, whilft tbe S1r Edward Hughes lndiaman, which left the 
Cape a week later, was three weeks in England fooner, than 
the faid fquadron. A paffage from China, which formerly was 
reckoned from ten to twelve months, is now reduced to four 
months, and has been made in a hundred days, 

This rapidity in fkimming oTer the ocean, reduced, as nearly 
as the nature of fuch a loco-motion will allow, to a certainty, 
added tc> the fuperior quality, as well as abundance, of provi. 
fiona that are laid in for the voyage, has rendered it a matter 
of perfea indifference to Engliih feamen, in point of health, 
whether the run be made at once, or the voyage be broken for 
the fake of obtaining refrefhments at fome intermediate port. 
This being the caf e, the former method is ufuall y pref erred, and 
much delay, as well as expcnce, is thereby avoided. 

Since, however, all maritime expeditions and tranfaaions are-, 
in a very peculiar degree, liable to accident and misfortune, it 
muft always be confidered as a defirable objea to have fome 
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neighbouring port to refort to in cafe of urgent neceffity. In 
the ihort voyage to the ports of the Levant and others in thc
Mediterranean, Malta, and a number of other iflands, prefent 
themfelves as places of refuge for fhips in diftrefs. The bay of 
Madeira lies open to the outward bound ihips in the Weft India 
trade, and the W eftem Hlands, if neceffary, may be approached 
on the return-voyage. And, although the Portugueze fettle
ment of Rio de Janeiro in South America is not greatly out of 
the way of ihips, in their outward-bound paifage to the Eaft 
Indies and China, nor the iJland of Saint Helena on their return, 
yet it cannot be denied that the Cape of Good Hope is infinitely 
preferable to both of thefe places, fince it not only divides the 
paifage more equally, but fupplies, in genera], better refreih
ments, and in greater plenty, and is alike convenient for {hip
ping to touch at, whether in their outward or homeward-bound. 
voyage. 

In the early periods of foreign navigation, the Oiips of every 
nation, trading to the Eaft Indies, found it convenient to call al 
the Cape for water and frefh provifions, long before it was taken 
poifeffion of, in form, by any European power. The native 
Hottentots, at that time, were numerous in the Cape peninfula, 
and rich in cattle, which they fupplied to paffi.ng fhipa on eafy 
terms. 

In the reign of John Ild of Portugal, Bartholomew Diaz made 
the firft fuccefsful attempt to reach the fouthern promontory of 
Africa, which he effected in the year 1487; but whether he 
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quarreHed with the natives, and was driven away by them, a• 
fome hiftorians have pretended, feems to be doubtful. Vafco
c1e-Gama, ten years afterw.arda, touched at the Cape, but made 
no attempt to form a fettlement there. Next to Vafco-de-Gama, 
was the Portugueze Admiral Rio d'Infante, who ftrongly re
commended to his Government the eftablifhment of a colony OR 

the fouthern coaft of Africa ; and fixed upon the mouth of a 
river for that purpofe, to which was given his own name, and 
which is now called the Great Filh River. Some other attempts, 
by different Portugueze navigators, were made to colon~e the 
Cape, but they all failed. 

After this the EnglHh and the Dutch were frequent vifitors 
to the bays of the Cape. 

The Englilh, in their outward bound voyage, had a cuftom of 
burying their dif patches for the dired:ors, and to point out where 
tbey were to be found by cutting a f entence, to that effea:, on 
fome large blue ftone laid on a particular f pot. The intelligence, 
engraven on the ftone, was ufually limited to the name of the 
fhip and captain, the date of her arrival and departure, and it 
ended with " Look for letters (in fuch or fuch direction) from 
"' this ftone." Two or three ftones of this kind are built inm 
the caftle wall, and are ftill legible. The Dutch ufed to bury, 
on a certain fpot on Robben Ifland, a regifter of the ftate of 
their velTels and Cargoes, outward bound, which the next Lhip, 
in coming home, took up and carried to Holland for the infor
mation of the Diredors. 

In 
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fn this manner the EnglHh, the Dutch, and the Portugueze, 
co·ntinued, for more than a century, to refre£h at the Cape, with.
out any defign, on the part of the two former, of appropriating 
the foil ; until the year 1620, when, as I have before obferved, 
Andrew Shillinge and Humphrey Fitzherbert, two commander• 
of two fleets of Englifh fhips bound for Surat and Bantam, took 
a formal poffeffion of the foil for, and in the name of, King 
James of Great Britain, becaufe they difcovered that the Dutch. 
intended to eftablifh a colony there the following year; and 
" becaufe they thought it better that the Dutch, or any other 
" nation whatfoever, fuould be his Majefty's fubjecls in this 
" place, than that his fubjell:s Lhould be fubjec\: to them or any 
" other." It was not, however, until a period of more than 
thirty years had expired after this event, that the reprefentations 
ef Van Riebck, ftating the richnefs of the foil, the mildnefs of 
the climate, the advantage it would give to the Dutch, as a co
lony, over other nations, wbofe {hips would all be obliged to• 
touch there, and, above all, the barrier it would afford to their 
Indian dominions, prevailed on the dir.ell:ors of the Dutch Eaft 
India Company to form a regular eftabliil>.ment at the Cape. 

Their original intention was to limit their poffeffions to the 
Cape peninfula, and the two bays that are divided by the ifth
mus ; confidcring it only, as it had hitherto been, as a place for 
refrefhing and refitting their ihips. But the number of fettler& 
that crept in, from time to time, made it ncceffary to crofs the 
ifthmus, and, by prefents and promifes, to obtain from the na
tives the ceffion of a traa of land to which they gave the name of 
Hottentoes Holland. The natives, it would feem, bad no idea 
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c,f refigning, for ever, to a foreign nation, the ground that waa 
necelfary for feeding their own cattle; but conceived it could 
only be intended for temporary ufe, and that, in time, they would 
depart from the country as other Europeans had hitherto done for 
the )aft century and an half; but, when they c,bferved them build• 
ing houfes and fortifications, fowing and planting the ground, 
and rearing their own cattle, they began to be jealous of the en .. 
croachments of their new neighbours, and commenced hoftilities 
with a view to expel them. Thefe hofti)itie& terminated, as is 
ufual in fuch cafes, in the further extenfion of the Dutch f et• 
tlement, and in an incrcafe of troops and colonifts from Eu• 
rope. 

Still, however, the Dutch Eaft India Company endeavoured 
to limit the Cape to the original defign of a port for refrelhing 
their lhips. They threw every obftacle in the way of its be• 
coming a flourHhing fettlement; allowed no trade whatfoever 
but what palfed through the hands of their own fe"ants, and 
made it dependent on the Governor-General of Batavia; con. 
eluding, that the fcttlerr. would thus be ma.de equally fubmiffivt 
to their orders from Europe, and from the feat of their influence 
and wealth in the Eaft. 

A colony, in fuch a ftate, with their declining commerce, be
came a burden and au expence too heavy for them to bear ; and 
little doubt was entertained of their willingnefs to dif pofe of it 
for a moderate fum of money, juft before the French revolution 
and ita deftructive confequences unfettled the afFaira of all Eu
rope. As it never produced any furplua revenue, but, on the 
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contrary, was attended with confiderable expence; and, as they 
never applied it to any other ufe themfel ves, but that of refreih,
ing their £hips, which they could always continue to do, in time 
of peace, when in the hands of another power, it could not be 
fuppofed they would be averfe to part with it ; and, accordingly, 
overtures to this effecl were intended to be made by Eng
land about the time when the above unfortunate event took 
pJace. 

Having fhewn the neceffity that the lhips of moft of the ma• 
ritime powers of Europe find of refrelhing at the Cape, it is 
obvioufly the intereft of all thefe powers that it ihould remain 
in the hands of that nation which would have the leaft motive 
for impofing refiriclions on foreign vifitors; and it is fcarcel y ne
ceffary to obferve, that, from the. general policy of England, and 
the favourable circumftances in which her commerce and navi
gation are now placed, the Cape in her poffeffion would always 
be open to foreign fhipping, and refreihments fupplied to them 
on equal terms as to her own. 

1 have ftated its vaft importance to England in a military point 
of view: it now remains to confider it as a oaval ftation. Firft, 
as a port for refreihing and refitting the fhips of the Eaft India 
Company: fecondly, as a ftation for fhips of war, commanding 
the entrance into the Indian Seas: thirdly, as affording, by its 
geographical pofition, a ready communication with every part 
of the globe. After which, I £hall endeavour to point out the 
difadvantages that may refult to the Eaft India Company, in the 
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prefent war, from the French or Dutch retaining poR"eaioo 0£ 
the Cape. 

If, in the firft place, the advantages refulting from the pof. 
{cffion of this fettlement were confined to the furnilhing of re
frdhmenta for the {hipping of the Eaft India C.Ompany, either 
on their outward or their hemeward-bound voyage, I am willing 
to fuppofe the importance of them, however great, might be 
confidered aa inadequate to counterbalance the expence of keep
ing up the neceffary eftablilhment, although I have fhewn that,. 
under a prudent adminiftration of the revenues, this expence 
would be reduced to a mere trifle. The direcl:ors, indeed, thought 
they had fufficiently proved, by the meafures they adopted with 
regard to the Cape, that it was by no means neceffary for their 
trade aa a place of refrelhment. The direllors, however. hap. 
pened to be miftaken ; for they f ooo difcovered that, although 
Englilh feamen could bear the run between England and India, 
the native blacks, which they arc under the neceffity of employ
ing, in time of war, could not do it • and it ia to be apprehended 
they will but too foon difcover that un.feafoned troops,. f ent di
ret\ly from England, are no more able to bear as uninterrupted 
-.oyage, than the Lafcara. It will remain, therefore, for the 
direllors to find out fome other place, in lieu of the Cape, fincc 
their exclufion from it, a circumllance which, indeed, their con
dud feemed to invite. 

But, as I have already obfervcd, a:11 maritime affairs are pe
cufwly liable to caf ualties, and, on this confideration, one would 
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he led to conclude that a friendly port inuft always be held as a 
valuable acquifition to all who are concerned in fuch aff'ain s 
and more efpecially to the Eaft India Company, whofe concerns 
are of fuch \1aft magnitude. The number of ihipa that meet 
with ftrefs of weather, and fufFer from the tremendous ftorms 
that are frequent in the winter fcafon, on L'Aguillae bank, 
muft always ftamp a value on the Cape, and make its ports and 
bays particularly defirable on the homeward-bound voyage. 

That inftances of diftrefs do happen, and not unfrequently, 
in fituations where the only hope of fafety can be placed on the 
Cape, or in fome of its hays, might be proved in a number of 
-cafes that happened while it remained in the hands of Great 
Britain; but I will content myfelf with mentioning one fingle 
inftance. The Countefs of Sutherland Indiaman experienced a 
moft violent gale of wind between Madagafcar and the coaft of 
Africa, in which, after lofing all her mafts, {he bec~me a wreck 
at the mercy of the winds and waves for feveral days; and1 at 
length, was momentarily expe6t-ed to fink, when, on the wea4 

ther clearing up, they defcried the land of Africa to the fouth
ward of the fpot where the Grofvenor was loft ; and being now 
in the ftream of the current, they contrived to fetch into Krom~ 
River's Bay, a fmall Cove in Camtoos, or Saint Franci•• or Con
tent Bay, for it has a variety of names. 

Having here procured a fupply of water and other refreih
menta, and rigged up a kind of jury mafts, file endeavoured to 
proceed to Simon's Bay for tlie purpofe of undergoing a more 
thorough repair; but• anfortunately, ihe mtt with a feaond gale 
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of wind, juft as fhe was approaching the entrance of the bay;; 
and in this gale lhe muft inevitably have perifhed, had not Cap
tain Hotham, with his Majefty's ihip the Adamant, gone out 
to her immediate affiftance, and fucceeded in towing her off the 
~ocky coaft, towards which lhe was rapidly drifting. Now thia 
fingle {hip and her cargo were faid to be eftimated at the value 
of three hundred. thoufand pounds;. a fum of money equal to 
the maintenance of the civil, military, and contingent e..~pences 
of the Cape, fot a whole year. 

Had the Cape, at this time, been in the hands of the Dutch-. 
the fate of the Countefs of Sutherland muft have been inevit
able. In war lhe would have bee11 taken; and in peace lhe 
would have been fuffered to go. on lhore; for the Dutch polfets 
aeither the activity nor the willingnefs to gjve fpeedy affiftance 
to iliipa in cafes of diftrefs.. 

There is no place, in the homeward:..bound voyage from In .. 
dia, fo proper or fo convenient for the valuable fleets of the 
Eail: India Company to affemble at for convoy, in time of war, 
as the Cape of Good Hope. Here, at a very reafonable rate, 
their crews might be refre{hed with fruits, vegetables, and frelh 
provifions. Salt beef, for the reft of the voyage, might here 
alfo be laid in, affording. thus, a confidcrable increafe of ton
nage in each ihip for flowing goods. 

I took notice, iD the former volume of this work, of the falt 
provifions that might be prepared at· Algoa Bay for vic9:ualling 
the flecta of the Eaft India Company. Since that was written I 
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have again vifited this bay; and, having paid particular atten
tion to the furrounding country, and the ftate of the cattle, I 
have no hefitation in faying, that when once the difturbancea 
between the boors and the Kaffers are terminated, which in 
time of peace would eafily be effected, large quantities of good 
falt beef might be cured there at a very moderate rate. The 
cattte that could conveniently be brought down from the valuable 
diftrills of the Snowy Mountains and Bruynjea Hoogte, woul4, 
arrive at the bay in a very different condition from thofe that 
are driven from the fame diftril'ts to the Cape, acrofs a dcfolate 
and barren trad: of country, fome hundred miles in extent, on 
which a blade of grafa is not produced. 

We procured, at Algoa Bay, as good beef, in every refpell, 
as the markets of London fupply; and, at the diftance of a few 
miles, there is an inexbauftible fund ef ftrong bay falt. The 
iheep are alfo good of the kind, being the broad-tailed breed. 
fimilar to thofe of the upper regions of Afia, which, however, 
are inferior to any of ours, both in the weight of the carcafe, 
the flavour of the meat, and the quality of the wool. Corn 
might alfo be raifed, to any amount, in the lower diftril'ts of 
Graaf Reynet, bordering on the fea-coaft; and falt butter, foap. 
and candles, procured on moderate terms. 

An eftablifhment-at this bay for curing falt provifions would, 
no doubt, be a prodigious faving, as well as convenience, to the 
Eaft India Company. The prodults of the coaft might eafily 
be tranfported ta the Cape, in the fummer feafon, in fmall coall
ing vefi"els, and depofited in their warehoufes there. The faving 
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of a third of the expences of bread and falt provifions, which 
would1 at leaft, by tbefe means be effeclcd, muft certainly be 
an objell: in fo vaft a concern as theirs, and more than coun
terbalance the fuppofed great expence of fupporting the fettle
ment. 

If, in the fecond p1ace, we confider the Cape as a naval ftation, 
commanding the entrance into the Indian Seas, its importance, 
in this ref pea, will be no lefs obvious. The prcfent fuperiority 
of our navy would render a fmall fquadron fully adequate to 
guard the paffage round the Cape, and effectually to defeat any 
attempt of an enemy to difturb the peace of India, as well as to 
prevent them from giving the leaft annoyance to our trade in 
tlie Indian Seas. lf foreign fhips, in their voyage from Europe 
to India, find it necefi"ary to refre{h their crews at the Cape, bow 
much more urgent would the neceffity be when the fame ihipa 
were crowded with troops. The French, in all their former wars, 
in the fhort voyage to the Hies of France and Bourbon, re
fretbed and refitted at the Cape. Thef e iJlande, u I have 
already obferved, inftead of being able to viclual a ftcet, barely 
furnifh provifions fufficitnt for the inhabitants and a fmall gar
rifon. By the fupply of provifions and naval ftores fent to them 
from the Cape, Suffrein was enabled to maintain his ground in 
the Indian Scat, without which he would very foon have been 
obliged to give up the conteft. In the late war our cruitera 
from the Cape kept the Southern Ocean completely clear of the 
enemy's 1hips, and allowed the lhdian fquadron to make fuch 
choice of their cruiiing ground, that between the two; aot a 
French frigate efcaped, nor fcarcely a fingle privateer rcawbad 
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on the Mauritius ftation for fome time before the clofe of the 
war. 

It is to be hoped, but by no means certain, that France, with
out the lofs of an incalculable number of men, a lofs, indeed, t.~ 
which {he would pay little regard, will never be able to make 
any impreffion on India but by the affiftance of a fleet• 
and it will be our own fault if we allow them any fuch fleet in 
the Eaftern Seas ; for if the Cape ihould be in our poffeffion, ihe 
will find it utterly impracticable to affemble, much more to vic
tual, any fuch fleet. The want of a fuitable place to refreih at 
muft render every attempt to cope with us in thofe feas abortive. 
So well were they aware, in the late war, of the futility of any 
expedition from the Jiles of France and Bourbon, without the 
affiftance of the Cape of Good · Hope, that they preferred the 
fatal experiment of colonizing Egypt, in the hope, perhaps, of 
proceeding at fome futu.re time by the Red Sea to IDdia. They 
knew that, even if the.y bad fucceeded m getting out to thefe 
Hlanda a fufficient number of ihips and troops, yet without the 
fuppliea which they have ufually on fuch occafions drawn 
from the Cape, any fuch expedition muft neceffarily here have 
ended. 

By our holding the Cape, the trade of ev,ery other nation to 
India and China-may be confidered as entirely at .the mercy of 
England, an advantage, however, of which fue is under no 
neceffity of availing herfelf. During the northern confederacy~ 
fcveral Danea came in to refreill, although they knew they would 
be taken, or at lea ft detained. With ref pea to the Americans, 
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who, of late, by their carrying-trade alone, have worked them
felves into the greateft portion, next to England, of the India 
and China trade, notwithftanding the favourable fituation of 
their country to an extended commerce with India, they would 
find it extremely h1convenient to be obliged to relinquifh the 
accommodation of refrefhing their crews, and difpofing of part 
of their cargoes, at the Cape of Good Hope; from whence, in
deed, in cafe of any rupture, their trade might, at any time, be 
completely checked, a circumftance which would operate as a 
fecurity for the prefervation of amity and a good underftanding 
with that commercial nation. Had we, indeed, been fortunate 
enough to have retained this fettlement, there, is every reafon to 
believe the indu)gencies granted to their trade here might have 
been an important confideration with them, in the renewal of a 
commercial treaty with England. 

After what has been ftated with regard to the healthinefs of 
the climate, exemplified in the f mall degree of mortality among 
the troops, and in the vigour and ftability that their conftitu
tions acquired, it is fcarcely neceffary to add that the fame 
falutary effells equalJy prevailed in the navy on this ftation. 
The mortality, indeed, among the feamen, was ftill lefs, pro
bably on account of their being lefs expofed to the fummer 
heats, and to their having fewer opportunities of committing 
irregularities. There was generalJy a difference of fix or eight 
.degrees in the temperature of the bay and the town. When 
the thermometer, for inftance, in Cape Town was at 84°, it ftood 
no higher than 76° on board the Jhips in Table Bay. 
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The moderate expence at which a fleet can here bo main-
tained is, likewife, an advantage not to be overlooked. The 
failor may be fubfifted equally cheap with the foldier. It has 
been calculated, after making the ufual allowances for wafte, 
damage, and intcreft of money, on fhips provifions fent out 
from England, to fay nothing of the premium received on bills 
given in exchange for paper currency, that the failor at the 
Cape can be furnHhed with his ration of fre{h beef or mutton, 
hifcuit, and wine, at one-fourth part of the rate which the fame 
ration cofis the government in falt provifions and bifcuit fent out 
from England. A pint of wine, as I have already ftated, cofts 
no more than threepence, and might be reduced to half that 
price by abolilhing the monopoly; and the Cape brandy, though 
at prefent bad, on account of the defecl:ive manner of diftilla
tion, and the improper ingredients employed, may be had at a 
much cheaper rate than Weft India rum, and would, in a little 
time, under the encouragement of the Britith Government, 
have been made in its quality equa11y good of its kind. 

I am not provided with fufficient documents to give the an
nual expenditure of the fquadron that was ftationed at the Cape ; 
but I am convinced it muft have been much more moderate, 
io the articles of fre{h meat, bifcuit, and wine, than for the 
fame number of {hips and men, on any other ftation whatfo
ever. In the year 1797 the fquadron confumed 1,085,266 
pounds of fre{h meat, and 1,167,995 pounds of bifcuit, or about 
3000 pounds of each a day; befides I 84,358 pounds of foft 
bread, 217,813 pounds of flour, and 1066 bufhcls of wheat; it 
confumed, moreover, 1,226,738 pints of wine, and 244,904 
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pints of fpirits ; together with a confidcrable quantity of butter, 
\'lnegar, raifins, peas and beans, all the produce of the colony, 
and all of them articles which were to be procured at a moderate 
rate. I conclude, from the quantity expended, that, in this 
year, the fquadron, fuppofing it to confift of three thoufand 
men, was fubfifted moftly on Cape produce; and, therefore, 
that it coft the Government little more than one-fourth part of 
what it would have done on moft other ftations. 

With refped: to the wear and tear of the tackle and furniture, 
I have underftood it to be very confiderable on this ftation, 
owing to the frequent gales of wind, and the expofed fituation 
of the fhips. Admiral Pringle ufed to fay, that every fouth
cafterly gale, of a week's duration, coft his Majefty fome thou
fand pounds. But this expence might, probably, be obviated 
by forming an eftablifnment at Saldanha Bay. 

The geographical pofition of the Cape of Good Hope, throws 
a vat\ weight into the fcale of its importance to England, Its 
happy fituation, with regard to climate, and the productions of 
the foil, ftamp its value as a depofitary of troops and feamcn > 
and its relative pofition on the globe enhances that value by the 
ready communication it commands with almoft every part of 
the world. We have feen with what expedition more than two 
thoa(and troops were thrown from hence into India, to the very 
walls of Seringapatam; and, on another occafion, twelve hun
dred efTell:ive men into Egypt. With equal facility and difpatch 
could the fame, or a greater, number have been conveyed to 
die eaft coaft of North America, the Weft India iflands, or the 
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weft coaR: of South America. At a month's notice, the whole 
coaft of Brazil could be lined with cruizera from the Cape. 
The whole eaftern coaft of Africa, and the various illaoda COD• 

tiguous to it, are at the mercy of the power who holds the Cape; 
and the large ifiand of Madagafcar may be approached in tell or 
twelve days, thofe of France and Bourbon in much lefs than a 
month, the Red Sea in five or fix weeks, and the coafts of Ma
labar and Coromandel in feven or eight weeks. Thefe patragea 
will certain} y depend much on the feafon of the year in which 
they are made, but when this is properly chofen, the different 
places may be arrived at within the periods here mentioned. 

If, at any time, troops might be wanted in the Weft Indies, 
the homeward-bound Eaft Indiamen might be employed to 
tranf port them thither from the Cape without retarding their paf
fage more than fixteen or eighteen days, as the common prac
tice of croffing the line is now as far to the weftward aa 26° weft 
longitude. Detachments of the Hottentot corps would be well 
calculated for fervice in the Weft India iflands. Should, at any 
future period, the French ref ume their projects on India by the 
Red Sea { which they will certainly not fail to do whenever an 
opportunity prefents itfelf), in three months from the time it 
was firft known in England, a force from the Cape might be ia 
poffeffion of the ftraits of Babelmandel, and, by thus anticipa .. 
ting, completely fruftrate their defigns, which, with the Cape in 
their poffeffion, or in that of the Dutch, they might eafil y ac
complUh. 
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But if the geographical pofition of the Cape gives it the pre. 
eminence, as a great naval and military fi:ation, as tbe barrier 
and mafter-key of our Indian poffeffions, it fiill derives other 
advantages from this very circumfi:ance, which, though they are 
to be confidered as of a fubordinate nature, are highly deferving 
of notice : thefe are the turn it is capable of giving to the com
merce of India and China ; and the encouragement and pro
te8:ion it might afford to the Southern Whal"e Filhery; but as 
thefe confiderations are too important to be flightly paffed over, 
it may be proper to referve the obfervations that occur on them 
for a fubfcquent chapter; and, in the mean time, proceed to 
point out the difadvantages that may refult to Britain, and par
ticularly to the Eaft India Company, from the Cape being pla«ed 
in the poffeffion of the Dutch, or, which muft be confidered as 
the fame thing, of the French, the former being fo much re
duced and degraded by the latter, that they no longer are, and 
in all probability never can revive as, a fcparate a.nd an inde-. 
pendent natioa. 

We haTe already feen the vaft advantages that Great Britain 
derived to her trade and poffeffions in India, during the late war, 
by holding tliis barrier in her own hands.; let \13 now confider 
what our fitu-ation is, in thefe refped:s, in the prefent ftate of 
things. The Cape of Good Hope is in the poffefiiGn of an 
enemy; Rio de la Plata belongs to Spain, who, when Ole bas 
been plundered of all fue can give, will, moft probably, be 
forced into alls of hoftility againft us; and the Illes of France 
and Bourbon now derive their uf ual fupplies from the Cape, fer 
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the ufe of the fquadron which, we may prefume, is already there. 
Thefe three imponant ftations, all hoftile to us, form a triangle, 
within the boundary lines of which every !hip, bound to OP 

from the Indies, muft neceffarily pafs; and the refpeaive pofi
tions of thefe three points are fo favourable for annoying our 
trade, that, were the {kill and ac\:i vity of the enemies who hold 
them commenfurate with our own, which, fortunately for us, 
they certainly are not, it would be almoft an hopelefs attempt 
for a {hip to efcape. 

It may be urged, perhaps, that the great extent which may 
be taken in croffing the equator from eighteen to twenty-fix 
degrees of longitude, leaving it to the difcretion of the com .. 
manders of our Eaft India Company's fhips to keep the Ame
rican fhore clofe on board, or to pafs it at a diftance ; and the 
equally great extent that may be chofen in doubling the Cape, 
from the thirty-fourth to the fony-fecond degree of latitude, 
would render the cruizing of the enemy fo precarious, that the 
odds of efcaping them are greatly in our favour. It is granted 
that it may be fo; and I am, moreover, perfuaded that neither 
the French nor the Dutch would attempt to intercept our out
ward-bound ihips, for thefe two reafons ; firft, becaufe their va
lue is fo much lefs on the outward than on the homeward•bound 
paffage ; and fecondly, on account of the uncertainty of falling 
in with them, as well as in confideration of the violent ftorms 
their cruizers would be almoft f ure to encounter off the Cape 0£ 

Good Hope. 
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But there circumftances take a very different turn on the 
homeward-bound voyage. The danger is then increafed in a 
much greater proportion than the value of the thips is aug
mented. If, indeed, we are willing to allow the enemy to em
ploy the fame means that we fhould ourfelves do, in a like 
fituation. the captur-e of many of our ihips may be confidered as 
inevitable. 

In the firft place, the danger of the ftraits of Sunda prefents 
itfelf to our homeward-bound China fhips. A fmall fquadron 
from Batavia, ftationed at Nicholas Point on the north of Java, 
where there is good anchorage, or at Anjerie Point in the middle 
of the Strait, at both of which places it may receive a conftant 
fupply of refrefhments, would be able to intercept every thip that 
attell\pted to pafs the Strait. 

Thefe ftraits, it is true, may be avoided by taking the eaftern 
pafTage , but here a new and no lefs danger prefents itfelf from 
the port of Manilla. Aa all thips, making this paffagc, muft go 
within fight of Luconia, it would be difficult for them to avoid 
an aaive fquadron cruizing off this illand. Thus, 

" Iocidit in ScyDam cupicot vitare Cbarybdim ;" 

by avoiding oae danger they fall into a greater. 

Admitting, however, tllat either through the exertions of 
our cruizers, or the inactivity of the enemy, the China fleet 
filould efcape both Scylla and Charibdis; the next dangerous 
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point that occurs is the L'Aguilla's Bank, where we can have 
no cruizers to protea our trade, on account of the heavy ftorms 
that prevail there, and the want of a friendly port to refit and 
refrdh our ihips. The current, that fets along the outer margin 
of this bank, moves at the rate of forty or fifty miles a day, in 
the winter months, in direct oppofition to the north-wefterly 
winds; a circumftance fo well known, that all our ihips ftrivc 
to keep in the ftream of the current, which fweeps them round 
the Cape againft the wind. The enemy's cruizers would find 
no difficulty in running from Falfe Bay, in the winter months, 
clofe along iliore as far as Algoa Bay, which our iliips have fre
quently done in three or four days ; and, by fkirtiog the outer 
margin of L' Aguilla's Bank, they can, at any time, return by 
the ftream of the current, even againft a gale of wind. Thus 
might their ihips of war from the Cape track our homeward
bound lndiamen, and greatly annoy our trade; for, on the re
turn-voyage, they have much lefs fcope in doublbg the Cape 
than when outward-bound. Indeed, in the winter feafon, it is al
moft impraeticable to double the Cape at any great diftance from 
it. The attempt to do it has generally failed, and always beei, 
attended with the greateft danger of lofing the iliips. 

Suppofiog them, however, to have efcaped aH thefu dangers ; 
admitting them to have palfed the iiland of Manilla. the Strait& 
of Sunda, and the Cape of Good Hope ; there ftill remains one 
point againft which nothing can protea them but a fupcrlor Lteec 
from England. In whatever degree of latitude the Cape of 
Good Hope may be doubled, in the homeward-hound paifag.e,. 
all our 1hips run ncarl7 upon the fame line to Saint Helena, fo 
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nearly, indeed, that I fuppofe they fcarcely deviate twenty 
leagues from the fame track. If then a fquadron of the enemy's 
£hips from the Cape fhould cruize to windward of this iOand, 
and within fight of it, our India fleet mufl: necelfarily fall into 
their han<la. And on this cruizing ground, where the wind is 

fixed and fteady, the water fmooth, and the weather always fine, 
the enemy's velfeh; may remain for any length of time. 

The enormous expence, and, indeed, the impracticability, of 
affording effetl:ive convoys to our Indian trade, under fuch un
favGurable circumftances, muft be obvious to every one. The 
expence of one efFetl:ive convoy to be ftationed off Saint Helena, 
as long as the Cape remains in the pofi"effion of the French, to 
fay nothing of the ferious inconvenience of detaching {hips of 
war from more important ftations, would be much more than 
{ufficient to maintain the whole eftabliihment of the Cape for a 
twelvemonth; and, in all probability, more than the profits 
might amount to of the cargoes fo convoyed. Saint Helena, 
befides, is not adequate to furnUh any fupp1ies for fuch a con
TOY• With the greateft exertions a few refre1hments arc raifed 
for the ufe of the ifiand, and the furplus is difpofed of at a moft 
extravagant rate for the ufe of the fhips of the Eaft India Com
pany. They have few horned cattle, and not one of thefe can 
there be Killed without the conf ent of the Governor. Yet this 
is the only place we now have left where a convoy can be alfem
bled. How incalculable then were the advantages of polfeffing 
a middle point between India and Europe, where every necelfary 
refreiliment might be had in the greateft abundance; and which, 
inftead of being a point of danger and annoyance aa it now 
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is, was the bulwark of fecurity to our Indian trade and pof .. 
feffions. 

Thofe who may feel inclined to confole themfelves for the 
lofs of the Cape, by reflec.ling that nothing of ferious moment 
happened to our Indian fleets and polfeffions during the Ame
rican war, fhould recollect the great change of circumftances 
that has taken 1:Jace fince that event. Holland, at that time, 
though an impoverHhed and declining nation, was independent 
on France, and had her own poffeffions in India to protect ; 
and France, though equally then, as now, zealous to accomplHh 
the ruin of our wealth and power in India, which fhe had long 
in vain endeavoured to emulate, had but juft the meana of giv
ing a feeble protell:ion to her territorial poffeffions in that quar
ter. Armies were not raifed, nor fleets equipped, with that 
facility under the monarchy, as under republican tyranny, or 
confular defpotifm. Mr. Delacroix took great pains to imprefs 
on the mind of Lord Malmefbury the acceffion of ftrength that 
France had acquired by her republican form of government. 
" Nous ne fommes plus dans la decrepitude de Ja France mo
" narchique, mais dans toute la force d'une republique ado
" lefcente." 

France having now no Cuch potTe.ftions in India to protect, 
her grand objetl: will be, in co-operation with the Dutch, to 
endeavour to hold in their hands, by rendering it impregna
ble, the barrier of all India. When this is once effected, fhe 
will find little difficulty in affembling, at her own iflands of 
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France and Bourbon, a fufficient number of troops and tranf
ports to difturb the peace of our Indian fettlementa. Her aim 
wiJl not be that of fighting our fleets of war, nor of making a 
direct attack on our Eaftern polfeffions, but to abet and affift the 
native powers againft us, with a view rather of deftroying our 
empire in India, than any hope ihe can poffib1y form of efta
b1iihing one of her own. Without funds and without credit lhe 
can have little profpecl: of amaffing wealth by fair trade and 
honeft induftry; and will therefore attempt, by every means 
ihe can think of employing, to effea: the ruin of ours; by dif
turbing the peace of our fcttlements through her intriguing 
agents; by forming alliances with thofe who are difpofed to be 
lioftile towards us ; and by affifting them with her troops. 

It was in this point of view that the French confidercd the 
Cape of Good Hope to be more important than the Hle of Cey
lon, the ceffion of which, I have reafon to believe, they never 
meant to dif pute vigoroufly in negociation, being rather deter
mined to fiand a conteft for the reftoration of the Cape nominally 
to ics ancient polfelfors. If, however, in order to obtain a 
peace, we were reduced to the neceffity of accepting the alter
native of either, as probably was the cafe, it became, no doubt, 
a very f erious and interefting confideration, to eftimate their 
comparative value and importance. The one rated as yielding 
a revenue of nearly a million a year, with a harbour not fur
palfed in the whole world; the key of all India; and a place, 
in the hands of a powerful enemy, from whence all India might 
be alfaulted-the other, a barren promontory (for fuch it was 
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generally cfteemed) at a great diftance from our Indian territo
ries, affording little or no revenue, and maintained at a great 
expence. 

" If we give up Ceylon," has obfe"ed Lord Macartney, 
" being fituated at the extremity of the peninfula of India, it 
" would become an immediate and terrific enemy to us in that 
" quarter, as commanding the power of invading from thence 
" both the coaft of Malabar and Coromandel. To a maritime 
" power the excellent harbour of Trincomalee is a jewel of in
" eftimable value; it holds the bay of Bengal at its mercy, anti 
" affords every facility of overawing and controuling the navi
" gation of the Straits of Sunda and Malacca. Our Afiatic 
" poffefiions, commerce, and marine, would confequently lie 
" open to the depredations of the mafters of Ceylon ••.. Ad
'' mitting then that Ceylon iliould preponderate, if put into 
" the fcale againft the Cape, let it not be forgotten, however, 
" that the Cape in an enemy's bands maJ become a powerful in
" j/rument far their recovering Ceylon." 

There can be no queftion that the French were extremely 
glad we gave up the worfe, under the idea of its being an in
ftrnment in their hands of taking from us the better. Ceylon 
to them waa of no great value. It furnifhes no fupplies for an 
army or a navy, and would always be at the mercy of that 
power which could bring a fuperior Beet into the Indian Seas; 
and we have lhewn that no fuch fleet of an enemy could be 
affembled there, nor victualled, nor provifioned, whilft the Cape 
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of Good Hope remained a Britifu colDny. It would have been 
a ddirable object then to retain poffeffion of a ftation which 
would effecl:ually have excluded them from the Indian Seas; and 
which always would have enabled us to confine them to their 
ufclefs iflands of France and Bourbon. 

Of one thing Englind may be w.ell affu.red, that the deftruc
tion of its commerce, as the fource from whence its power and 
affluence a.re derived, is a fentlment fo deeply rooted in the mind 
of the Corfican that, fo long as it continues to flourilh, his 
lrafcible and viadillive temper will not allow him to keep on 
any terms of friendfhip with us. He is well aware that our 
commerce is our great fupport, that, as Mr. Delacroix ob.
ferved, it enabled ua to fubfidize all Europe againft them ; and 
that if he could once break up our commerce to India and China, 
and fuut us out from the Mediterranean, the grand bulwark that 
now Rands between him and univerfal fovereignty would, in a 
great degree, be removed. 

Should his views, unhappily for the world, ever be accom
plHhed, an age of barbarif m would return, ten times darker 
than that which followed the irruption of the northern hordes. 
A deadly blow would be ftruck at once to the liberty of the 
pref&-; nothing would be written, nor printed, nor tolerated, but 
what the fovereign defpot thould find conducive to his univerfal 
fway. The time would then come when legit ut clericus, in
ftead of faving a man from death would be the fure means of 
bringing him to his end. 

It 
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It behoves his Majefty's Gover~ment then to be upon its guard, 
and to watch the points where we are moll vulnerable, in thia 
ref pelt, with unremitting attention ; but above all, after pro
viding for the fecurity of the empire, to crufh, in the cradre, 
the defigns of the French upon India. The firft fiep to this 
defirable object will be the recovery of the Cape of Good Hope; 
or, which would anfwer pretty nearly the fame purpofe. the 
deftrucl:ion of the fiiipping that, from time to time, might be af
fembled there. An expedition for this purpofe would require 
no troops; and, having once eftabli1hed our fecurity at home. 
fo that we can venture to detach a fquadron fufficient for fuch 
an enterprize, this is an objecl: not unworthy the confideration 
of Government. I have already obferved that Table Bay, in 
the opinion of naval people, is favourabie for putting fuch a de
fign in execution. I 1hould imagine that Simon's Bay is ftiU 
more fo, there being no works, or none of any confequence, to 
annoy our fuipping from the lliore. 

There are two fmall forts only, one on each fide of the an .. 
chorage, both of which would be immediately filenced by a 
filip of the line. The wind, in the winter feafon, when 1hipping 
frequent Simon's Bay, is always favourable for running directly 
into it, and equally fo for ftanding out into the Great Bay Falfe, 
in every part of which there is good anchorage. A fuperior B~t 
will, therefore, at all times, take or deftroy every ihip that may 
be found there; and the ihipping on the Cape ftation are under 
an abfolute neceffity of going either into Simon's or Saldanha 
Bay in the winter months, and of remaining there from May to 
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September inclufive. Saldanha Bay has yet no defences what
foever, but I underA:anci it was the intention of the Dutch G~ 
vernment to fortify the entrance. 

Having now pointed out fome of the principal conveniences 
that the Cape poffdfes as a naval ftation, it will be right to men
tion the difadvantages under which it labuurs in this point of 
view. The moft ferious of thefe, which, indeed, is the only 
material one that I am acquainted with, is the want of a fccure 
and convenient harbour for refitting, repairing, or building £hips. 
The two principal bays that are reforted to by £hipping, one iu 
the fummer, the other in the winter months, are entirely open, 
and expofed to the two prevailing winds, the north-weft and 
the fouth-eaft; nor doe; it appear to be prall:icable, by any ex
pence, to render them ft:cure and 1heltered, nor to confirucl any 
kind of dock or harbour for the reception of large £hips, and 
fcarcely t\'en of fmall craft. 

If any thing of this kind were to be attempted it could only 
extend to the accommodation of the latter, and the only place 
for this purpofe would be at Rogge Bay, where nature has laid 
an excellent foundation of reek, clofe to which there is a con
fiderable depth of water, where the f well of the fea is broken 
by the jutting points on which are erel\:ed the Amfierdam and 
the Chavonne batteries. At all events, this would be a much 
better and more convenient landing place than at the prcfent 
wooden wharf, which is barely kept up at an enormous annual 

expence. 
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SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

In all other parts of the bay an attempt to make any kind of 
harbour would be fruitlefs. The tide barely rifes five feet, and 
the conftant rolling f well in the winter feafon would always choak 
the entrance of any dock with fand. Thus the mouth of the 
Salt River is alternately open and blocked up with fand. 

The annexed chart of Table Bay was conftrull:ed by order of 
Governor Van de Graaf in the year 1786, and has been found. 
by a diligent examination, to be extremely accurate. The an
choring-ground in general is tolerably good, but the 1hifting of 
the fand leaves bare fometimes whole ridges of the fame kind 
of bard blue fchiftus that appears every where on the weft ihore 
of the bay. Thefe ridges are fo iharp, that a cable coming 
acrofs them is fore to be cut in pieces. This has happened fo 
frequently that the bay is full of anchors, which have never 
been fi{hed up; and thefe contribute equally with the rocks, to 
cut and chafe the cables of other ihips. If fome pains be not 
taken to remove the anchors, the number of which increafc. 
every year, there will not, in time, be a clear anchorage for a 
tingle large ihip. When the Dutch Admiral Dekker's fquadron 
was blown out of Table Bay in February laft they left fix or 
eight anchors behind. 

Admiral Pringle, I underftand, was of opinion that the in
convenience arifing from the rocks and the loft anchors was in 
fome degree remediable, by finking mooring-c:hains for the large 
ihips, inftead of their lying at anchor. In the fouth-eaft winds, 
which blow from September to the end of April, and which is 
the feafon when all ihipa bound for the Cape refgrt to Table Bay, 

thcr.e 
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there is no other danger than that of being driven out to fea 
from the wear and tear of the cables; though the water is not 
futooth 1 yet the fea is not high, and it is next to impoffible for 
a, fhip to go on fh0re, unlefs on the fouth point of Robben 
Ifland, which they have always time enough to avoid, the 
difiance being feven or eight miles. \Vithin this ifland and the 
continent there is excellent anchorage, where fhips fo driven out 
ufually bring up. Here, too, fhips intending to come into Ta
ble Bay generally wait the abatemcrit of a fouth-eaft wind• if 
it fhould happen to blow too {l.rong for their working up againft 
it. This ifland is too fma1l, and at too great a diftance, to af
ford the leaft fheltcr to Table Bay in the north-weft winds that 
b!ow in the winter months. 

'the frequency, the firength, and the long duration of the 
fouth-ea!l: wir1ds are attended with confiderable difadvantage to 
commerce, it being fometimes impracl:icable to fhip or to land 
goods for many fucceffive days. 

Thefe winds are very uncertain in their duration, there being 
fcarcely two years in which their periods do not vary. The 
Dutch ufcd to bring their fhips round about the beginning of 
September; but as Simon's Bay is fafe, at all times of the year, 
for a few fhips, the Englifh protral\:ed the time of entering 
Table Bay to the beginning of Oll:ober, yet, ln the year 1799, 
his Majcfiy's £hip the Sceptre, with feven others, were driven 
~,n ihore on the fifth of November. 

The 
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The lofs of this {hip was attentled with many diR:refsful cir
cumftances. At one o'clock Lhe fired a flu-de Joye, in comme. 
moration of the anniverfary of the popi{b plot; at ten the fame 
evening fcarcely a veftige was to be feen, but the fragments of 
the wreck fcattered on the ftrand, in myriads of pieces, not a 
fingle plank remaining whole nor two attached together. Cap
tain Edwards, his fon, with ten other officers, and near thre~ 
hundred feamen and marines peri1hed on this melancholy oc .. 
cafion. Young Ed wards, a fine boy of about fourteen years, 
was found the next day with a bible in his bofom ; the father 
not till feveral days after. The following morning. exhibited a 
difmal fcene of diftrefs. The {hand was ftrewed with dead car .. 
cafes, moil of them mangled in fo {bocking a manner by the 
iliattered fragments of the {hip, that they were obliged to bury 
them in holes upon the beach ; the bodies that could be taken 
up whole were placed in waggons and carried to the ufual bury
ing-ground. 

The Oldenburg, a DaniLh man of war of 64 guns, went on 
iliore the fame day, but having drifted upon a fmooth fandy 
beach, the crew were faved, as were thofe of all the other thips. 
The Sceptre was unfortunately thrown upon a ledge of rocks. 
near the mouth of the Salt River. Captain Edwards, it feems, 
conformably to the cuftom of the navy, employed eTery means 
to bring her up while drifting, and, having loft their laft anchor, 
bent even the forecaftle guns to th~ cable. The Dutch, know .. 
ing from experience how ineffet\:uat is every att.empt when once 
a 1hip has parted her cables, pay no farther attention to her 
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fafety but, fetting fome of the head fails, they run her a01ore 
between the wharf and the centre of the fea-lines, upon a fmooth 
fan<ly beach, by which means, though the Chip be loft, the crew 

are faved. 

Our officers feem to be divided in opinion as to the preference 
of Table Day or Simon's Bay. They are certainly both dc
fell:ive, but the la~ter would appear to be the more fecure, from 
the circum{bnce of few, if any, fhips having ever been known 
to drive on 1hore from their anchors, whiUl: fi.:arcely a feafon 
paffes without fome being left in Table Bay. In the winter 
months, when the wind blows from north to north-weft, forty 
or fifty fr,ips may lie at anchor perfectly fecure in Simon's Bay; 
and eight or ten may be fufficiently fheltered in the fi:rongefi: 
fouth-eafters. The Great Bay Falfe, of which this is an indent 
or cove, was fo little known at the time of the capture by the 
Britifh forces, that Rear-Admiral Pringle, in the year I 797, 
directed it to be furveyed and founded, 'in confequence of which 
the exacl: fituation was afcertained of a very dangerous rock, 
placed direcl:ly in the palfage of £hips into Simon's Bay; a rock, 
of the exifi:ence of which the Dutch were entirely ignorant. 
The annexed chart with the foundings is a copy of the faid 
furvey. 

The ufual months in which fhips refort to Simon's Bay 
are from May to September inclufive. The diftance from 
Cape Town, being twenty-four miles, and the badnefs of the 
road, moftly deep fand and fplailies of water, render the com-

munica-
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munication at all times difficult ; but more efpecially fo in the 
winter; and few fupplies are to be had at Simon's Town; a 
name with which a collell:ion of about a dozen houfes has moft 
unworthily been dignified. 

The neceffity of {hips of war being fent round into Simon's 
Bay for five months in the year might be attended with very 
ferious confequences to the fafety of the colony, as far, at leaft~ 
as depended on the exertions of the navy belonging to the fta
tion. Being a lee port, the chances are greatly again ft theiu 
being able to work up to Table Bay, and ftill lefs to Sal
danha Bay, to afford any affiftance in the event of an at
tack by an enemy's fleet; which, without any interruptio~ 
or moleftation, might difembark troops, and land artillery~ 
ftores, and ammunition at Robben Hland, or any of the wind
ward bays. 

This being the cafe, it would feem more defirable that the-
1hi ps of war upon the ftation ihould winter in Saldanha Bay, 
being not only a windward port with ref peel: to Cape Town, but 
one of the heft harbours, perhaps, in the whole world. Here 
any number of {hips may lie in perfecl: fecurity at all feafons of 
the year, either to the northward of the entrance in Hoetjes 
Bay, from whence they can at all times get out in the winter 
months, or to the fouthward in fummer, when, with equal fa
cility, the fouth-eafterly winds will at any time carry them ou~. 
On the weft fide of Hoetjes Bay, nature has erected a granite 
pier, againft the fides of which lhips may be brought as to the 
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6de of a quay; and it terminates to the northward in a fine 
fmooth fandy beach, where boats may always land with fafety. 
The pofition of Marcus Hland, in the entrance, a folid block of 
granite, is peculiarly happy for protecl:ing the bay, to which a 
battery erecl:ed upon it and mounted with heavy cannon would 
be fuHy competent. The different points alfo jutting into the 
bay are -well calculated to provide for its defence. 

The fitoation of Saldanha Bay is much more convenient than 
that of the peninfula for receiving the fupplies afforded by the 
country. The deep fandy iflhmus, whofe heavy roads have 
been the defirucl:ion of multitudes of cattle, would be entirely 
avoided; and its difiance from the corn difiricl:s, which is the 
moft material article of confumption, is much lefs than that 
of the Cape. Its fituation, with regard to all the northern 
parts of the colony, is much more convenient than Cape 
Town; and equally fo for thofe who inhabit the difiant dif
tri8: of Graaf Reynet, and who ufually pafs over the Roode 
Sand Kloof. 

It may be afked, then, how it has happened, at the firft 
foundation of the fettlement, that the preference was given to 
Table Bay, which poffeffes not a fingle convenience for fhip
ping ; and ia, at the beft, no better than an open and dangerous 
road? The anfwer has already been given in the )aft chap
ter, where it ·was -Obferved, that the clear and copious ftream of 
water rufhing out of the Table Mountain, had determined the 
fite of the Town. Unfortunately, no fuch fiream of water falls 
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SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

into Saldanha Bay; nor has any fpring yet been difcovered in 
the vicinity of its ihores, that has been confidered as f ufficient 
to fupply the demands of a fmall fquadron for frelb water. I 
mufi: obferve, however, that the trials hitherto made have been 
very infufficient. Indeed, I know of none but that of the 
late Sir Hugh Chriftian, whofe failure in this attempt I have at .. 
ready had occafion to notice. It may be obferved, in the an
nexed chart of the coafts from Table Bay to Saldanha Bay, that 
in every part there are abundance of fprings fpontaneoufly 
burfting out of the ground, for not one of thefe have ever beeu 
dug for, nor a f pade put into the ground in order to open the 
conduits and fuffer them to run more freely. If, indeed, we 
confider for a moment the fituation of this low fandy belt of 
land, ftretching along the northern coaft, common fenfe mu!l 
convince us that there is plenty of water at no great diftancc 
below the furface. It is bounded on the eaft, at the diftance 
only of feventy miles by a chain of mountains, whofe fummits 
are from two to nearly five thoufand feet high ; and all the 
waters, from both fides of thefe mountains, fall upon this nar .. 
row plain. A great part of them, it is true, fink into ·the Berg 
River, but the Berg River itfelf is on a level with Saldanha 
Bay, into which, indeed, the whole body of -it might, with 
great eafe, be carried, as I mentioned in the firfi: volume, where 
I alfo noticed the obje!Uons againf\ fudh a meafure. The 
fpring at Witte Klip, the White Rock, libout fix miles to the 
northward of Hoetjes Bay, feems amply fuffident for the fup
ply-df a large fleet -of £hips, if collected and brought to the bay 
in pipes, 1he expence of which could not exceed a few thou-

I fand 
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fand pounds. Even lhould this not be found fufficient for the 
purpofes of the fleet and the necclfary eftablilhment confe
quential to its becoming the naval ftation, a meafure might be 
adopted which could not fail of fecuring a conftant fupply of 
frelh water to any amount. This would be effecl:ed by bring
ing it in pipes from the Berg River, which never fails in the 
dryeil: weather, and the furface of which, contrary to almoft all 
the other rivers of the colony, is very little funk below the ge
neral furface of the country. I lhould think that ten thoufand 
pounds would go a great way towards accomplHhing this ob
je~, fo important to every nation whofe ihipping trade to the 
eail:ward of the Cape of Good Hope. Were this once efTecl:ed, 
the intereft of the capital expended in the undertaking would be 
more than defrayed by an additional port duty of ten dollars or 
two pounds fterling for each £hip ; a mere trifle, when compared 
to the eafe and fecurity in which {hips would here ride at an
chor, and thus avoid the wear and tear of Table Bay, befides 
the c:onveniency of careening and repairing ; and, above all, the 
perfecl: fafety in which they would remain in all winds and at 
all feafons of the year. 

There can be little doubt, if a naval eftablifhment was once 
formed at Saldanha Bay, that many coafting vefTels and fiihing 
ilii1Js, would-be conflrud:ed here, as it affords. every convenience 
that could be required for building fuips, which would be the 
means of increafing the coafting trade, and efpecially in the ar
ticle of timber, the produce of the colony. Whether any of 
the foreft trees of South Africa are f uitable for building ihips 

feem.. 
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feems, as yet, a doubtful matter. Hitherto they have not had 
any trial. \Vith ref pelt to fize and form they are liable to no 
objecl:ions, and there can be little doubt that, by felling them 
at a proper time, and feafoning them in fuch a manner as the 
climate may require, they would be found to anf wer all the 
purpofes that might be wanted, not only for the hull of a {hip 
but alfo for malls and yards. So little did they know, in the 
Cape, of the refources of the colony, with refpecl: to the tim
ber, that of the forty-four diftincl: f pecies of fore ft trees, of 
the wood of which I procured fpecimens, that were delivered 
to Government by Lord Macartney, not more than fix or 
eight were in partial ufe J of the reft the names even were un
known. 

The only bay within the limits of the colony, to the north
ward, is that of Saint Helena, which, by land from Hoetjes 
Bay is little more than fifteen miles. In fhape and fituation it 
refemblcs Table Bay, but wants the attractions of the latter both 
in ref pea of the quality of the contiguous land and the quantity 
of water. Whalers fometimes anchor in this bay, where, from the 
remote and undifturbed fituation, fo many whalesconftantly refort 
in the winter months, that they feldom find any difficulty of 
making up the deficiency of their cargo. It might be prudent, 
however, in the power who poffeffes the Cape, to have a guard 
frigate ftationed in this bay, and another in Algoa Bay. 
The other parts of the coal\: are of lefs confequence. They 
are frequented only by the whale fithers of Ameriea, and ad
venturers from London. 

With 
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With all the imperf eaions of this fouthern angle or Africa. 
with regard to its bays and conveniences for fuipping, its geo
graphical pofition on the globe will always render it a power
ful inftrument in the hands of a maritime nation to direlt 
the commerce of India and China into new channels, to enrich 
its owners, and to diftrefa their enemies. 
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CH A P. V. 

Importance of the Cape of Good Hope, confidered in a com
mercial Point of View, and as a Depot for the Southern 
Whale Filhery. 

1,,/mtion of tht UnittJ States in farming tht Seltlemmt.-Commeru dif.:~uragcd.
R!Jing Profptrity of tht Colony chded.-Confag11tnm of its l,ecomi1Jg a Free Port. 
-.American 7'radt.-Ships under ntutral Flags and Btitfjl, Capitals.-Situatio11 of 
Bata11ian Republic refpe8ing tht Cape.-lntertjls of tht E'!ft l11Jia Company.
Capt coef,dered as an Emporium of E'!flern Product-0!,jeBions to it-attended with 
Lofs to the Crown-and Injury to th, London Marlltt.-RtmedJ. -C/'radt from the 
Cape-to the W di Indies-to tht Brazils-at the Dij.:rttion of the Company.-Amt• 
rica-Holland-Fra11ct-Advantages of tht Capt as furnifhing Export1-Grai11 
and Pu/fa-Wint and Bra11d1-Wooi-Hides and Skins-Whale Oil and Bont
dried Frui/J-falt Pr111Jj/ions-Sot1p and Candles-Aloes-/vory-C/'obacco.-C/',tal 
Yalut of Exports in four rtars.-lmports frqm England what-from /11dia •ml 
China-by foreign Nations.-C/'ablt of lmports.-Balanct of lmp,rts over E:,:portr. 
-Stott of tht Colony.-Rtlapfa i11to Powrty.-Commercial Ad11a11tages 1101 /,n. 

porta11t to Great Britain-conjidertd as a Depot for the Southern Whale Fifhery.
Ejlablifhment of this F!Jhery-might l,e exclujively in our Hands through the Cape 
-BlacJ Whalt-Spermaceti.-Bounties.-Seal F!Jhery i11 the Hands o/ Anurfra11! 
-lnJuctmtntfor them to difpofe of their Slli,11.-Co11cl'!fi,11. 

THE original intention of the United Provinces, in forming 
a fettlement at the Cape of Good Hope, was that of its 

beieg a place of refreihment for 1he fuipping of their Eafl: 
India Company, beyond which they thought it not prudent to 

VOL. 11. M M extend 

Digitized by Google 



TRAVELS IN 

extend ~tr ufe till very lately, after they had perceived the ad
vantages it potfeffed as a military depot for forming and pre
paring their troops, which were intended to ferve in their In. 
dian fettlements. It w.-s, at the fame time, permitted to foreign 
lhips to refit and refreih at the Cape, on payment of certain port 
fees that were by no means extravagant. But as the fupplying 
of fuch ihips with provifions was a lucrative monopoly, ac. 
quired by favour or purchafed for a fum of money, the prices 
paid by foreigners were never lefs than double, and oftlmes tre• 
blc, of thofe paid by the inhabitants. Hence little encour
agement was held out for foreign £hips to call at the Cape, 
betide that of getting water and a few refreilimenta for their 
crews. 

All commerce, except fuch aa waa brought in Dutch bottoms, 
was deemed clandeftinc and contraband ; yet, fuch illicit trade 
was not only winked at, but encouraged, by the fervants of the 
Company, whofe falaries, indeed, were fo fmall, that they could 
not fubfift their families upon them. The fupplies, alfo, for 
the Cape, of which the Company refcrved to itfelf the exclufive 
privilege of furnHhing, both from.Europe and India, were fome
times fo fcantily and fo tardily brought in, that the inhabit• 
ants were under the neceffity of fmuggling certain articles of 
daily confumption out of foreign lhips for their immediate ufe. 

As the Eaft India Company confidered the Cape in no other 
light than as a conveniency to their commerce and their fettle
ments in the Eaft Indies, to which point all their regulations 
tefpel\ing it tended, their fyftem of policy feemed to require 
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that every impediment ihould be thrown in the way of its be
coming a flouriihing fettlement. The petty traffic they referved 
for themfelvea, or allowed their fervanta to carry on, at thii 
place, confiA:ed in an exchange of colonial produce for the ma
nufaelures of Europe and India. And this traffic was not only 
a monopoly in the hands of the Company or fome of its fer
vants, but a fixed price or what is ufually called a maxim11m was 
impofed both on imports and exports. Other regulations, that 
were adopted for the government of the colony, were little cal
culated to promote its profperity; and, although many of thefe 
were altered and modified from time to time, on the reprefenta
tions and remonftrances of that part of the inhabitants, not en
gaged in the fervice of the Company, yet few of them were 
productive of public benefit. The influence of the Company's 
(ervants was always fufficicnt to counteraa the operation of any 
meafure that promifed to be more advantageous to the general 
interefts of the colony, than to the individual benefit of thofe 
entruA:ed with the government. 

There cannot be a ftronger proof of this being the cafe than 
the general prof perity that prevailed under the Britilh Govern
ment ; when, in the courfe of fix years, with the adminifiration 
of the fame political f yftem rcferved to them by the capitula
tion, except in fo far as regarded the abolifhment of monopolies, 
which were nearly done away, the public revenues were more 
than doubled, without an additional tax or increafe of rents; 
and property in the town was alfo raifed to nearly the double of 
its former value. 
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The Dutch Ea(\ India Company, in facl, were jealous of ella
blilhing a power at the Cape which, by too great encourage
ment, might, in time, fluke off their yoke in Europe, and 
overawe their fettlements in India. For, although the whole 
population of the colony, exclufive of flaves and Hottentots, 
barely amounted to 20,oco fouls, men, women, and children, 
which were fcattercd over an extent of country whofe dimen
fions are not lefs than 5 50 by 2 30 Engli{h miles, yet, as it was 
not convenient for the Government to keep up a great force at 
the Cape, thefe colonifis, few as they were, felt themfelves fuf
ficiently ftrong to give it, at Jeaft, a good deal of trouble. Nor, 
indeed, could it al ways place a firm dependence on the forces 
that were fiarioned there, thefe being chiefly hired troops, of 
which-both officers and men entered frequently into family con
nections with the inhabitants. Thus circumftanced, it would 
have been no difficult matter for the colonifts to cut off, at any 
time, thofe refreLhrnents, without which the ihips of their Eaft 
India Company would be unable to proceed on their voyage to 
India. 

The Dutch fettlers fecmed to be fully aware of their advantage 
in this ref pell: in making their late weak attempt at independence, 
which, though then unfuccefsful, they may again feel tbemfelves 
inclined to renew, if, at a peace, their old mailers ihould be al
lowed to retain the colony. The prefent weaknefs and ex
haufted finances of the Batavian Republic, will not be able to 
fupport even the fame degree of authority over its fubjeas here 
as before; and the Afiatic Council, on finding themfelves no 
longer capable of holding the government of the Cape, as a 
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conveniency to their trade, might, probably, be the lefs fcrupu
lous in rendering it a mifchievous agent againft us. Indeed, ex
clufi ve of any vindill:ive motives, they might, perhaps, be 
tempted by the brilliant idea of eftablilhing a free mart of im
port and export at the extremity of Africa; which, like another 
Tyre or Alexandria, iliould concentrate in itfelf the refources and 
fupplies of every other region of the globe. 

The idea of declaring the Cape of Good Hope a free port was 
fuggefied, and, in all probability, might have been carried, at 
the late negociations at Amiens, had not the interference of the 
Briti!h cabinet wifely counteracted a meafure which, though 
profitable to f peculators and the inferior nations of Europe 
trading to the Eaft, mufi infallibly have proved ruinous to the 
concerns of the Engliih United Company of merchants trading 
to the Eaft Indies. The fates of Leadenhall-fireet would fuffer 
beyond calculation, were fuch a meafure to be adopted by the 
Dutch ; and of all nations the Engli!h would be the Iaft to be
nefit by it; whi)Cl the Danes, Swedes, Spaniards, and Portu
gueze would find their advantage in purchafing cargoes of India. 
and China goods at the Cape of Good Hope, at a moderate ad
vance and without duties, in preference of applying to the Lon
don market, where they are liable to duties or puzzled with 
drawbacks; or rather than profecute the long and expenfive voy
age through the Eaftcrn Seas. 

In like manner it is to be apprehended that, at a general peace, 
the French, having neither credit nor capital of their own, will 
not only, by means of the Cape, confolidate a force in the lfles of 
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France and Bourbon to be ready to acl againft us and to difturb 
the tranquillity of our Indian fettlements, but that they will 
likewife oblige the Dutch to allow an emporium of Eaftern pro
duce at this extremity of Africa for the fupply of foreign na
tions, and particularly of the Spaniards and Portugueze on the 
Brazil coafl, to the prejudice of the interefts of the BritHh Eaft 
India Company. 

It was an opinion, at one time, pretty generally entertained, 
that by reafon of the long and expenfive voyage to India, and 
of the moderate profits with which the Company was fatisfied, 
the throwing open of the India trade would be lefs injurious to 
the interefts of the Company -than ruinous to the concerns of 
the private merchant who might be induced to engage in it. 
Yet we fee great numbers of thips every year proceeding, even 
as far as China, under foreign flags, but with Britith capitals ; 
and it is certain that the Americans, with very f mall ihips and 
proportionate capitals, find their account in the India and China 
trade, exclufive of that part which employs them in carrying 
home the private property of individuals, who have enriched 
themfelves in India. The Americans, with the returns of their 
lumber cargo, which they can always difpofe of at the Cape, 
and the produce of their South Sea Fiihery in oil and feal-fk.ins, 
will always be able to purchafe a cargo of China goods, part of 
which they may find convenient to difpofe of at the Cape on the 
return-voyage, in exchange for wine and brandy. With the 
reft they not only fupply the Weft Indian and American pof
feffions of foreign powers, as well as the markets of their own 
extenfive country, but it is well known they have, of late years, 
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Tery materially checked the re-exportation of India and China 
goods from England to our own iflands in the Atlantic. 

It is obvious, then, that the Americans, by trading diretl: to 
India and China, can afford to underfell the Englifh W eR: India 
merchants in our own iflands, notwithftanding the drawbacks 
allowed on export from Leadenhall-ftreet; and, confequently, 
that they may find their advantage in being allowed to difpofe 
of the whole or part of their cargoes at the Cape of Good Hope; 
to the prejudice of the Briti1h Eaft India Company and the en
couragement of Englilh fmugglers, of which, indeed, the direc
tors were not without their apprehenfions, even whilft the Cape 
remained in our hands as a dependency of the crown. 

And if the Americans can contrive to make this a beneficial 
commerce, under all the difadvantages of working up a capital 
to trade with in the courfe of a long protracled voyage, how 
much more fo will Jhips, under neutral flags and Englilh ca
pitals, carry on a lucrative trade to and from the fouthern em
porium of Africa; more injurious, in proportion as they are 
more atl:ive, than the lhips atl:ually employed by foreign 
merchants? 

Here, then, is another oogent reafon that, one might fuppofo, 
would have had fomc influence on the minds of the directors, 
and have operated fo far, at leaft, as to have compelled them to 
ftate to Government the danger to their concerns of relinquiili
ing the Cape ; whereas the indifference they thought fit to af-
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fume, though too affected to be real, unfortunately had the ill 
effect of difparaging and undervaluing it in the eyes of the na
tion. If they ihould be inclined to plead a want of information 
with regard to the treaty of peace, let them recollect that, under 
the adminiftration of Lord Bute, after the preliminaries of peace 
had been figned by the Duke of Bedford, the latter was inftrulled, 
at the inftance of the Court of Directors; to alter an article that 
related to the Carnatic, or to break off the negociation ; and 
the article was altered accordingly. Thus might it alfo have 
been with regard to the Cape of Good Hope, had the directors 
confulted the real interefis of the Eaft India Company. But, as 
there is reafon to believe that, though late, they have feen their 
error, and that they are now convinced the Cape muft eithec 
become a Briti£h territory, or their interefts will very materially 
fuffer; it is to be hoped they will ihew themfelves as folicitous 
to remove the evil as they were before indifferent in preventing 
it; for ihould the prefent opportunity be alloweJ to flip, Tempus 
erit magno cum optaverit emptum. 

\Vhat the Dutch meant to have done with it, had not the 
prefent war broken out, is uncertain. I was told, from good 
authority, that their intention was to give it a fair trial of ten or 
twelve years, unclogged and unfettered; to endeavour to raife 
it, by every encouragement, to its greateft poffible value as a 
territorial poffeffion ; to admit the commerce of all nations on 
equal terms with their own, and to allow an influx of fettlers 
from Europe ; if, at the end of that time, the revenues were 
not fo far improved as not only to meet the ordinary and con-
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tingent expences of the eA:abli£hment and the garrifon, but to 
produce a furplus for the ufc of the State, that they £hould 
then confider how to difpofe of it to the heft advantage. 

All £hips were, accordingly, admitted to an entry of Euro
pean, American, or Indian produce and manufall:ures, on pay
ment of a duty of 10 per cent. on the invoice prices; and all 
Indian goods, teas and f pices excepted, were fuffered to be again 
exported on a drawback of the fame amount as the duty. How 
far fuch a regulation may interfere, in time of peace, with the 
interetls of our EaR: India Company, I am not fuffidently ac
quainted with the fubjell: to determine ; but it would feem to 
open a wide door for fmuggling Indian commodities into Eu
rope, under Engtifu capitals, to an amount that muft be alarm
ing to the Direll:ors tbemfelves. 

The operation of this meafure will be checked, to a certain 
d~gree, by the prefent war, which, it is to be hoped, may ulti
mately be the means of once more annexing the fouthern ex
tremity of Africa to the dominions of Great Britain. In fuch 
an event, the determination of fecuring it, at a peace, will be a 
more important objell: than the confideration how its govern
ment is to be adminiftered; whether as a dependency of the 
crown, or as a territorial poffeffion of the Eaft India Company. 
The interefis, indeed, of the two, are fo intimately connell:ed, 
that any queftion of privilege, in a matter of fuch national im
portance, is a mere fecondary confideration, and ought, there
fore, to bend to circumftances. The interefts of the Company 1 

during our late tenure, were, as I have !hewn, fecured and 
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promoted in every ref pea. They had their agent efiabliihed at 
the Cape, and not the f malleft article of Eafiern produce, not 
even the moft trifling prefent, was a1lowed on any confideration 
to be landed, without a pofitive declaration, in writing, from 
their faid agent, that the landing of fuch article did not interfere 
with, nor was in any fhape injurious to, the concerns of his em
ployers. It was, indeed, one of the firft objects of the crown. 
after taking poffeffion, to co.nfult the interefts of the Eaft India 
Company in every point of view ; not only in providing &r 
their conveniency and fecurity, by its happy pofition and Jocal 
afcendancy, but by opening a new market and intermediate 
depofitary for their trade and commodities. It was even pro
pofed to place the cuil:om-houfe under their fole direction, in. 
order to preclude any grounds of complaint. In a word, in 
every point of view, except that of appointing the civil efiablifh
ment, the Cape might have actually been confidered as a fettle
Qlent of the Eaft India Company .. 

Leaving, however, the queftion of privilege to be difcuffed by 
tbofe who are better informed, and more interefied in its de
cifion than myfelf, I proc.:ed to enquire, 

To what extent the Cape of Good Hope might have been 
rendered advantageous to the interefts of the Britilli empire, as 
an emporium of Eaftern produce ?-as furnifhing articles of ex
port for confumption in Europe and the Weft Indies ?-as taking, 
in exchange for colonial produce, articles of Briti1h growth and 
manufac\ure? 
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And, laftly, to confider the important advantages that might 
be derived from it, as a central depot for the Southern Whale 
Fifhery. 

It is a point of too intricate and nice a nature for me to de
cide, how far it might be advifeable for Great Britain to efta .. 
blifh at the Cape an entrepot for Indian produce, in the hands, 
and under the direltion, of the Eaft India Company, and fhall, 
therefore, content myfelf with barely fuggefting fome of 
the probable confequences that might refult from fuch a 
meafure. 

The grand objection againft making the Cape an emporium 
between Europe and the Eaft Indies, and between the Weft 
Indies, America, and Afia, is the prejudice it would necelfarily 
occafion to the fales of Leadenhall-ftreet, and the confequent 
diminution of his Majefty's cuftoms; for, though the Eaft India 
Company might be made refponfible to the crown for the du
ties on the amount of its fates at the Cape, yet the intention of 
the emporium would entirely be defeated, if the duties demanded 
there fo far enhanced the value of the Indian commodities, aa 
to make it equally eligible for foreign {hipping to proceed to 
India, or to refort to the London market. And if thefe duties 
were reduced, it would obviou8y be attended with a lofs to the 
revenues of the crown ; unlefs, indeed, the augmentation of 
the fales, in confequence of the meafure, fhould be found to be 
adequate to the reduction of the duties. 
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It is liable alfo to another objecl:ion, grounded on the detri .. 
ment that would enfue to the London market in general. It is 
certain that foreign merchants, purchafing goods at Leadenhall
ftreet, find their advantage by laying in, at the fame time and 
fending in the fame ihip, an afforted cargo, the produce of our 
colonies and the manufacl:ures of Britain.. Now if thefe mer• 
£hants could contrive to purchafe Indian articles at a cheaper 
market than that of London, they might alfo be induced to 
make up their cargo with other articles at the fame place, to the: 
prejudice of the LoR.don trader .. 

Thefe objections may, perhaps, lofe much of their weight by 
the following confiderations. The Eaft India Company's trade, 
according to the Direltors' own account, is fully competent to 
the whole fupply of the EaA: India and China markets, in com
modities of European growth and manufaaure :· and they are 
fatisfied in fupplying the demands of thofe markets merely with
out a lofs, in order to monopolize the trade and cut out foreign 
nations, who are thus obliged to purchafe cargoes chiefly in 
exchange for fpecie. Even the privilege of 3000 ions allowed 
to the private merchant, by the terms of the Company's late 
charter, is faid never to be filled up ; to fuch a low rate have 
tliey reduced the prices of European articles in India-and China, 
that the private trader finds no advantage in fending goods on 
his own account, on a moderate freight, to the eaftward of the 
Cape of Good Hope. The Amerkans are the only nation 
who, by their fiiheries, are enabled to work themfelves into a 
cargo to exchange for India and China geods ; with which they 
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fupply their own colonies and the Weft India iflands, to the 
prejudice of the fales of the Britiili Eaft India Company. 

It will refolt, from thefe confiderations, that the Eaft India 
Company, upon the fame plan, could fupply their emporium at 
the Cape with the produce and manufaclures of Great Britain to 
any amountt and at fo cheap a rate as to underfell any other na,. 
1ion. That the Americans, finding no longer a market at the 
Cape for their lumber cargoes, would confine their export trade 
to articles of peltry and ginfeng, which they might be induced 
to bring to the emporium in exchange for teas, nankeen cloth, 
and mufiins, at a moderate advance price,. fuch as would not 
make it worth their while to proceed to India and China. That 
other foreign nations, trading to this emporium, might be ac
commodated there with Britifh goods and manufactures, nearly 
on the fame terms as in London, to make up an afforted cargo. 
That a very extenfrve trade might be opened with the coaft of 
Brazil and the ports. of South America, both in Indian commo
dities and articles of the growth and manufacture of Great Bri
tain.; thofe ports, on that continent, belonging to Portugal 
being now fupplied through LHbon at an enormous high rate ;. 
and thofe of Spain, frequently without any fupply at all, but 
what they receive from EnglHh whalers and others in a clandef
tine manner. 

1"he amount of European and Indian goods (the latter chiefly 
prize. articles) exported from the Cape in the laft four years, ge
nerally in Ponugueze £hips by Englifu adventurers, or in Engli& 
whalers, for the coaft of Brazil, the Weft India ifiands, and Mo-
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zambique, was about 850,000 rix dollars, or 170,000 pounds 
currency. On the articles of European growth and manufac
ture, whofe value might amount to about half of the above 
fum, there muft have been a very confiderable profit to the 
private merchant at the Cape, beyond what would be required 
by the Eaft India Company, and confequently they muft have 
been fold at a high rate. Yet, under thefe difadvantages, the 
trade to the coaft of Brazil might have been extended to many 
times the amount. 

As in the caf c of the Cape becoming a commercial depot in 
the hands of the Eaft India Company, the confumption, in Spa
nith and Portugueze America, of Eaftern produce, would in
creafe to a very great extent, for all which they would pay in 
fpecie; and as the Company feel the greateft want of fpecie for 
their China trade, and ftill more for the neceffary ufes of their 
Indian empire, the fupply of hard money they would thus ob
tain, would confiderably lcffen, if not entirely put an end to, 
the difficulties under which they now labour on that account. 
And the additional quantities of Indian produce and manufac
tures that would be required for this new channel of trade 
might prove, in fome degree, an indemnity to the natives of 
India for what the Company ckaw from them in the lhape of 
revenue to be fent to Europe. 

The quantity of European and Indian produce confumed in 
South America is by no means trifling. I obfervtd in Rio de 
Janeiro a whele tlreer, confiftirtg of flieps, and every lhop filled 
with Indian muffins and Manehefter goods, which, having 
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come through Lifbon, were offered, of courfe, at enormous high 
prices. The trade, it is true, that fubfifts between England and 
Portugal, might render it prudent not materially to interfere 
with the Portugueze fettlements; but the cafe is very different 
with regard to thofe of Spain. The Mother Country, more 
intent upon drawing f pecie from the mine than in promoting 
the happinefs of its f ubjecls in this part of the world, by en
couraging trade and honeft induftry, fuffers them to remain 
frequently without any fupply of European produce and manu
fallure. It is no uncommon thing, I underftand, to fee the 
inhabitants of Spanifh America with filver buckles, clafps and 
buttons, filver ftirrups and bits to their bridles, whilft the whole 
of their clothing are not worth a fingle fhilling. The whalers, 
who intend to make the coafts of Lima and Peru, are well ac
quainted with this drcumftance, and generally carry out with 
them a quantity of ready made fecond-hand clothing, which 
they dif pofe of at a high rate in exchange for Spanifu dollars. 
All this branch of trade might, with great advantage to both 
parties, be carried on from the Cape of Good Hope. 

The emporium, therefore, being fupplied by the Eaft India. 
Company with European goods, as well as with India and China.. 
commodities, the firft to be fold at a very fmall advance on the 
London market price, and the latter exempt, or nearly fo, from 
all duti~s, might be the means of putting a ftop to the clan
dcftine traders upon Briti{h capitals, but navigating under neu
tral colours, which has long been a fubject of unavailing com• 
plaint. The Direll:ors of the Eaft India Company would, no 
doubt, be able to decide a& to the rate at which it would be 
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worth the while of thefe adventurers to make their purchafea 
at the Cape, rather than continue their voyage to India or 
China. 

Such an entrepot might likewife be the means of opening a 
lucrative branch of trade with the Weft Indies; a trade that 
would not only put a flop to that which, of late years, the Ame
ricans have fo fuccefsfully carried on, but might open a new 
fource for colonial produce, efpecially for its wines, which, 
with a little more attention and management in the manufaclure, 
might be made to foperfede thofe of Madeira, that are now 
confumed there to a very confiderable amount, notwithftanding 
their enormous prices, which limit their confumption to the 
higher ranks of the iflanders. Good Cape Madeira might be 
delivered, at any of the Weft India iflands, at lefs than one
founh of the expence of real Madeira. 

A new branch of trade might alfo be opened between the 
Cape and New South Wales, the latter fupplyidg the former 
with coals, of which they have lately difcovered abundant 
mines, in exchange for wine, cattle, butter, and articles of 
clothing. 

If, however, the Eaft India Company, after making the ex
periment, fhould find it injurious to its interefts to continue the 
Cape as an emporium for Indian produce; it will always be in 
its power to reduce it to the fame ftate in which it remained 
whilft in the hands of the Dutch; to clog it as much as poffible 
with duties and difficulties, fufficient to deter all fhips, except 
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their own, from trading to it ; and, in ihort 1 to allow them no 
other commerce than the purchafe of provifions in exchange for 
bills or hard money. It will always be at their difcretion to 
admit or to fend away all foreign adventurers. By the exifting 
laws of the colony, no perfon can refide there, but by fpecial 
licence ; and the Governor is authorized to fend away whomfo
ever he may be inclined to confider as an improper perfon to 
remain in the fettlement. 

If the experiment fhould fucceed, the obvious refult would 
be an exclufive trade to India and China vefted in the EngliCh 
Eaft India Company. The commerce carried on by the Ame
ricans, their only dangerous rivals at prefent, would be diverted 
into another channel, or, at all events, would fuffer a confider
able reduc\:ion. Should the Dutch ever rife again as an inde
pendent nation, they would find it expedient to court the. 
friendfhip and alliance of Great Britain in the Eaft; and; in the 
prefent low ft.ate of their finances, would be well fatisfied with 
the exclufiv& privilege of the fpice-trade, and with any portion 
of the carrying-trade that Great Britain might think proper to 
affign to them. Any encroachment on the part of this 11ation 
might cafily be checked by a refufal of the ufual accommoda .. 
tions at the Cape, without which their trade and navigation to 
the Eaftern Seas muft totally be fuperfeded. If, at a peace. 
they are to become a dependency of France, directly or indi
reaiy, the Cape in our hands will always enable us to cramp 
their commerce to the eafiward. As to France, having neither 
credit nor capital, without {hipping and without manufac\:ures, 
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its trade to the Eaft will, in the nature of thlug•• be iacoe1Ctder. 
able for a long time. Her firft ohjett will be to fend out troopa 
and ftores to endeavour to deftroy, at fame future period, our 
trade and potfeffions in India, which• the has long regarded with 
~nvy and jealoufy-and we have already thewn how far the 
Cape may be inftrumental in checking or in forwarding, ac
cording to the power who holds it, her pro~tl.• in this pan of 
the world. 

I now proceed to inquire to what extent the Cape of Good 
Hope may be confidered as advantageous to the intercft• of the 
Britifh nation, by furnilliing article& of expon for general con.
'1mption in Europe and the Weft Indies. Its importance, io
thia point of view, wilt ,eadily be decided from the ftatcment 
ef a few fimpl~ fad:a coJledcd from the cuftom-houfe books, 
&ogether with the fuppliea that were confumed by die army, tlte
navy, and the inhabitants during our potfeffion. It may be ob
R"ed, however, that no true eftimate can be formed from fuch 
ilatement of what the colony is capable of pr.oduciog, cramped 
as it always has been by reftriaive regulations, which the ind~ 
lent dif pofitiona of the fettlera tended but too much to- cheriih ; 
and,. therefore, that the following account of colonial prochlce 
all:ually confumed and exported, is not to be taken u the 
ftaodard meafure of its worth, as a territorial poSeffian, nor 
confidered as any comparative quantity of what it might fupply, 
when governed by a fyftem of faluta'Y laws, and inhabited by 
an induftrloua and intelligent race of men. 

The 
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The chief articlea c;f colonial pwtb and produce, coaf11mei 
upon the fpot and exported to the Eai Indlee, Europe. &1¥1 
America, may be ~prized Ullder the foDo'fring hcada: 

Cr11i11 nd Pu/ft 
Wine nd Brand] 
Wool 
Hitiu and Slim 
Whale Oil and Bone 
Dried Fr11iu 

Salt P,ov!fio111 
Soap a111I Calllll# 
.4/ou 
lfJor7 
'Ioucco 

I fha11 take a Oiort view of each of t'befe articles feparatclr .. 

GRAIN and PuLn. 

The wheat produced .at the Cape ia faid to be as good and 
heavy as that of moft other parts of the world. A load of this 
grain confifta of ten muitu or facb, equal to 31 Winchefter 
bufhela : and .a m,sid, or 3.;. W'mchefter buthels, ufuall' 
welgha 180 Dutch pounds, which ia equal to 191 f pounda Eog
lUh. The returns are from I o to 70, accoramg to the nanJ11e 
of the f~ and the fupply of water. Mr. Duckitt, the Engli9' 
farmer, informed me tliat he obtained feventy for one from a 
new fort of wheat, of a (mall hard grain, at the farm of ltlap
mutz, near the Cape, where the returns of the ordinary kiad, 
fown under fimilar circumftances, were only eighteen anti 
twenty. A fmall quantity of wheat only is raifed on fuch farma 
as are within the diftance of one day's journey from the Cape, 
the beft part of the ground in thofe contlguoU'8 to the peninf ula 
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being chieBy employed in extenfive vineyards; and ftiU leis 
grain is cultivated beyond the dillance of a three days' journey 
from the town,. where the inhabitants are all graziers. The 
quantity of grain that might be raifed may be confidered as in
definite; but the great diftance from any market, the badnefs of 
the roads, and the weak ftate of the cattle, will always operate 
againA: an extended culti;vation. In acldition to thefe obftacles, 
the farmer had no encouragement given to him to raife more 
than a limited quantity, as the prices were always fixed by the 
Government, and bore a proportion to the ftate of the harveft. 
If, therefore, the harveft happened to fail, it was an advantageous: 
circumftance to the farmer; as he received the fame money for a 
fmaUer quantity, and had lefs trouble and lefs ex pence in bring,
ing it up to town. 

The furplus, purchafed by Government, i·n fruitful years, was 
)aid up in magazines againA: a feafon of fcarcity. At the time 
of the capture there was found in ftore near 40,000 muid~ part 
of which. was fent to England ; but the following year not af
fording a productlive crop, the fcarcity was fo great, that Go
vernment found it necelfary to prohibit the. ufe of white bread; 
nor, fince that period, has it been able te lay up in ftore a fingle 
builiel ef wheat; nor to allow any exportation, beyond what 
was necetfary for the confumption of the crews of the feveral 
fhips during tbek voyage ; and this was generally fent on board 
in bifcuit and Bour .. 

The Dutch feldom paid more than from 20 to 40 rix dollars 
t?le load ; the. EngliJh never lefs than from 40 to 60 rix dollars, 
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five of which make a pound currency, which, being paper mo,. 

ney, was generally 20 per cent. under a pound fterling. The 
bakers of the Cape were required to take out a licence annually, 
and their number was limited ; fo that, by the regulations of the 
police, which, in this refpea, were excellent, the inhabitants 
had always bread at a reafonable price .. 

Barley is a produl\ivc grain at the Cape of Good Hope. If 
the rains happen to fall early, in the month of April for inftance, 
there is no foil, however impoverilhed by a continual fucceffion 
of crops, none, however fhallow and poor, that will not yield 
a tolerable crop of barley; or, to fpcak more correctly, of /Jeer 
or big; for the only trial of flat-eared barley I ever faw in thl: 
colony, was at the Governor's feat of Ronde-hefch, and it did not 
feem to promife much fuccefs. The former is juft as good as 
the latter at this place ; for the Cape boor, having always plenty 
of animal food, would difdain to eat bread mixed with barley
meal. The only ufe that is made of it is to feed their horfes. 
For this purpofe a great part of that which is grown in the 
vicinity of the Cape is cut down when green, juft as the ear 
begins to fhoot ; the dry barley and the chaff is brought from 
the oppofite fide of the ifihmus. The number of horfes kept by 
the Englilh, and the fuperior manner in which they were fed. 
encouraged the cultivation of barley to the prejudice of that of 
wheat. At the capture of the colony, the market price of bar
ley was I I rix do11ar the muid, but General Sir James Craig. 
feeing the neceffity of keeping up a certain number of cavalry 
as part of the garrifon, and knowing that this grain would ne
ceffarily rife in confequence of it, made a voluntary offer of 21 
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i1x dollars the muid in order to fecure a ~ertain portion from 
each farmer for the ufe of the garrifon, which they inftantly ac
cepted. The following year barley rofe to five dollars the muid, 
and, at one time, was not to l,e had for lefs than ten. A brewer 
of the name of Van lleenen, employs a {mall '{uantity, but the 
beer he makes is fo execrable, that none drint it but f uch as can
not afford to purchafe European beer. 

Rye is a thriving gram at t'he Cape, but is little ufed ex
cept for cattle, and then only while -it is green ; and oata 
run fo much into ftraw, that they are fit only for horfea as green 
fodcler. 

Peas, beans, and kidney beans are abundantly prooua:ive, 
and might be fupplied to any amount ; but they are in litde de
mand except by Oiips that touch at the Cape. Indian corn or 
maize grows here fully as well as in any part of the world, and 
might be cultivated to any extent; the plant for cattle, and the 
prolific heads for hogs and poultry. The fame may be obferved 
with regard to the various kinds of millet, three of which I 
cultivated here with the greateft fuccefs, but neither one nor the 
other are much known beyond the Cape penin:fula. 

The different kinds of grain and putfe that are brought up 
to Cape Town, except oats, are fubjea: to a certain toll at the 
barrier, which, at the prices they bore under the Dutch Go
vernment, amounted to about the tythe or one-tenth of their 
value. The following table ihews the quantity of each that 
paffed the barrier, and which, of courfe, includes rhe confump-
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tion of the Town, the garrifon, and the nH·y, as well aa the 
exportation, in four fuccefilve years. 

Ycan. 

1799 3~5 1 17,130 184 435 
1800 35, 85 25,641~ 444 366 
1801 32,322:i21,054 835~ 808-!-
1802 28,402-!'

1
21,084 441 a 168 - I -- -

otal of 4 ears 131,361¾:84,909! 1905 I 

Of the above quantity of wheat were annually required, 

For the ufe of ·the inhabitants -
Army -
Navy -

18,000 

8,000 

4,000 

Total Muida 30,000 

So that in none of the above years could a greater quantity 
1>e fpared, for iliips calling for renelliments, than four or five 
thoufand muids ; and in the 1aft year the inhabitants and the 
garrifon were reduced to an allowance. It may, therefore, be 
fairly concluded that the Cape, in its prefcnt ft.ate, ia not capa
ble of csponin& my graia. 
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W1NE and BRANDY. 

Thefe two articles, with thofe above mentioned, may be con
fi<lered as the ftaple commodities of the Cape of Good Hope. 
Grapes grow with the greateft luxuriancy in every part of this 
extenfive colony ; but the cultivation of the vine is little under
ftoo<l, or, to fpeak more properly, is not attended to with that 
diligence which in other countries is beftowed upon it. Hence 
the wines are fufceptible of great improvement, and the quan
tity of being increafed indefinitely. 

Ten or twelve diftind: kinds of wine are manufall:ured at t11e 
Cape, and each of thofe have a different flavour and quality at 
the different farms on which they are produced. From differ
ence of foil, from fituation, and management, fcarcely any two 
vineyards, 0£ the fame kind of grape, give the fame wine. By 
throwing under the prefs the ripe and unripe grapes, together 
with the ftalk, moft of the 'f.rines have either a thinnefs and a 
flight acidity, or, for want of a proper degree of fermentation, 
and from being preffed when over ripe, acquire a fickly faccha
rine tafte. An inftance of the former is perceptible in that 
called Steen, which refembles the Rhenilh wines; and of the 
latter, in that which is known by the name of Conjlantia. It 
is generally fuppofed that this wine is the produce of two farms 
only, of that name; whereas, the fame grape, the mufcadel, 
grows at every farm ; and at fome of them in Drakenftein the 
wine preifed from it is equally good, if not fuperior, to the 
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ConA:antia, though fold at one-fixth part of the price; of fuch 
importance is a name. 

This wine fells ai the Cape for 70 or Bo rix dollars the ha!f
aum, a ca!k which ought to contain 20 gallons; but the avaricious 
propenfity of the proprietors, increafing with the demands for 
their wine, has led them to fabricate falfe cafks, few of them 
that come to .England being found to meafure more than fcven
teen or eighteen gallons ; many not above fixteen. And if they 
find out that the wine applied for is to be fent abroad, they are 
fore to adulterate it with fame other thin wine. For, according 
to their own returns, the quantity exponed and confumed in 
Cape Town, as in the cafe of Madeira wine, greatly exceeds the 
quantity manufactured. 

By a fettlement made between the Dutch Commilfaries Ge
neral, in the year J 793, and the owners of the two farms of 
Great and Little Conftantia, the latter were bound to furnilh, 
for the ufe of Government, 30 aums each, every year, at the 
rate of 50 rix dollars the aum ; which was regularly taken, after 
being tafted and fealed up in prefence of perfons appointed for 
that purpofe, by the Englilh Government, to the no little an
noyance of the Great Lord of Conftantia, who is the fon and 
fucceffor to the man of whom Mr. Le Vaillant has drawn a very 
entertammg ponrait. The wine was paid for out of the Co
lonial Treafury, and the whole of it, under Lord Macartney's 
government, fent home to the Secretary of State, for the dif
pofal of his Ma jefiy. 

VOL. 11. p p The 
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The quantity of Conftantia wine exported in four fuccefih·e 
years was, 

iYeara. Half Aums Value. I 
In 1799 1S7 11,752 

1800 188 14,070 
1801 173 13,007 
1802 210 15,745 - -ln four years 72-8 54,504R.D. 

The heft bodied wine, that is made at the Cape, is the Ma
deira, confiderable quantities of which were ufually fent to 
Holland and to the Dutch fettlements in India. The Americans, 
alfo, have taken f mall quantities, of late years, in exchange for 
ftaves, a trade that feems fufceptibte of very confiderabtc aug
mentation. The Englilh merchants at the Cape have made up 
cargoes of the different forts of ":ines, both to the Eafi and the 
Weft Indies, and they have been tried in the northern nations 
of Europe. But they univerfally complain that the wines fel
dom agree with the famples, and that they frequendy turn four; 
fo little regard for reputation have the Koopmen of the Cape. 
Confined to this fpot from their birth, they have had little op• 
portunity of improvement from education and none from travel, 
and aPt confequently ignorant of the nature of foreign trade. 
If their wines are once on board lhip, they conclude there is an 
end of the tranfaclion, and, if previoufly fold, whether they ar
rive in good or bad condition, is no concern of theirs. 

The 
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The country boor, having no furplus ftock of caik.a, is under 
the necefiity of felling to the merchant in the town his new 
wine ; and here it is mixed and adulterated in a variety of 
ways. The pipe is called a /egger, and contains 8 ha!f-aum1 or 
IDO gallons, and each legger pays to Government a duty, on 
entering the town, of three rix dollars. The price paid to the 
farmer is generally from 20 to 30 rix dollars the /egger, which, 
after adulteration, is fold again from 40 to 60 rix dollars, and 
frequently at the rate of 80 to 100 rix dollars. 

The article of brandy might become a very important com
modity in the export trade of this fettlement, provided the cul
tivators of the vine were infiru6:ed in, and would take the 
trouble of, carrying the manufacture of it to that ftate of im
provement of which it is fufceptible. At prefent they have no 
proper dif\:illatory apparatus, nor knowledge to conduct thofc 
which they have. The filth that is ufually thrown into the ftill 
with the refufe of the wines, is difgufting; and the. imperfec\: 
procefs is not fufficient to <le!hoy the extraneous and difagreeable 
tafie communicated by the loathfome materials. This fpirit has 
been tried in the Eaft Indies, but it feems they give the pre
ference to arrack. If difiilled with proper care, and under pro• 
per management, it might become a valuable article for the 
navy; and would, no doubt, find a market in both North and 
South America. Brandy is exported at 80 to 160 rix dollan 
the /egger, and is fubject to the fame toll, on entering the town, 
as wines. And both wine and brandy are liable to a further 
duty of S rix dollars the )egger on exportation. The following 
table lhews the quantity of wines and brandy that paffed the 
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barrier, and which, c,f courfe, includes the confumption of the 
town, of the army, and navy, as well as the exportation in four 
fucceffi ve-years. 

Years. Le~_cra of I Lcggcra of 
IDC, Brandy. -

1799 6953{- 598-!-
1800 5199i- 472.:-
1801 5463f 320-:, 
1802 4031.;. 2 73i--

In four years 21,649! 1665! 

Of the above quantity have been exported from 400 to 800 

leggers of wine, and from 30 to 100 of brandy, annually, be
fide the Conftantia ; the reft has been confumed in the town. 
So that the whole export value of wines, including the Con
ftantia, and the brandy, may amount, one year with another, 
to about 50,000 rix dollars> or 10,000/. currency. 

The gradual redu8.ion of the quantity brought up to town, 
as appears in the table, is no proof of the diminution of the 
quantity manufad:ured, but ihews rather that the wine farmer, 
by being in a condition to increafe his ftock of cafks, is enabled 
to keep his wine at home, and not obliged, as he ufually was, 
to deliver it to the wine merchants in the Cape at their own 
price. This circumftance has contributed aot a little to the 
melioration of the colonial wines. 

WooL. 
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Wool.. 

This article is likely to become a fource of colonial revenue, 
which, till of late years, was never thought of; and certainly 
never turned to any account, before the D<!puty Paymafler's bills 
on his Majefly's Paymaflers-General became fo fcarce, and bore 
fuch high premiums, that the private merchant was glad to make 
his remittances in any kind of merchandize rather than paper. 
The wool of the common broad-tailed fhcep of the Cape is little 
better than hair, and is confidered of no value whatfoever; but 
there is a mixed breed in the colony, of Spani£h and Englilh, 
introduced by the late colonel Gordon, the woo) of which is 
extremely beautiful, and fcems to improve by every crofs. A 
family of the name of Van Reenen has paid fome attention to 
this fubject, and by procuring European lheep, from time to 
time, out of fhips that called for refre£hments, has fucceeded in.
improving their ftock beyond their expectations. 

No trouble whatfoever is beflowed upon the fheep ; they nei
ther walh nor falve them, nor, till they were inflructed by the 
Engli£h agriculturift, did they know how to fhear them. Yet, 
the wool taken off in this rough condition has fold, as I have 
been informed, in the London market at 3 .1. to 3 1. 6 d. the 
pound. By a proper degree of attention being paid to the 
fheep, and by obviating any degeneracy in the breed from a 
crofs with the common Cape fheep, this article bids fair to be
come, in the courfe of a few years, one of the moft valuable 
and productive exporta that the fettlement is capable of fur-
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nilhing. The mutton of the Cape lheep is alfo of a very in
ferior quality, being coarfe and void of flavour; and they have 
little intefiine or net fat, nor, indeed, any other except what is 
accumulated on the tail, which is of too oleaginous a nature to 

be employed alone as tallow. In every refpell:, therefore, the 
mixed Spanilh breed is preferable to that which, at prefent, 
.confiitutes the numerous llocks of the greater part of the farmers. 

HIDES and SKINS. 

The exportation of thefe articles, both dried and falted raw, 
has been increafed to a very confiderable degree under the Bri
tifu Government, and the price has confequently augmented in 
proportion to the demand for them. Ox hides, which formerly 
might be purchafed at half a dollar a piece, rofe to two dollars. 
They are fubjell:, on exportation, to a duty of threepence-half
penny a piece. The quantity exported may amount to between 
2000 and 3000 annually. Thofe that are taken off the cattle, 
killed in the country, .are employed by the farmers in various 
ufes, but principally as harnefs for their waggons, and as thongs 
to fupply the place of cordage. The fk.ins of lheep, that are 
killed in the country, are converted into fmall facks and other 
articles of houfehold ufe, and employed as clothing for the flaves 
and Hottentots, and are ft.ill worn by the farmers themfelves, 
after a rude kind of dreffing, as pantaloons. In the Cape they 
are fomewhat better prepared, and are ufed for clothing of 
flaves, for gloves and other purpofes. Few of them are ex
ported. Skins of the wild antelopes and of the leopard 
.are brought occafionally to the Cape market, but the quan-
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tity is fo fmall as fcarcely to deferve mentioning as articles of 
export. 

The fame may be obferved with regard to oftrich feathers, 
the value of which, exported annually, amounts to a mere trifle. 
The boors, very imprudently, rob every neft of this bird that 
falls in their way ; preferring the immediate benefit of the eggs 
to the encouragement of a future fource of profit. The boors, 
indeed, derive little advantage from oflrich feathers, being pre
fents generally expected by the butchers' fervants, who go round 
the country to purchafe cattle and fueep for the Cape market. 
The whole value of one year's- exportation of this article doe~ 
not exceed 1 ooo rix dollars ; of hides and fkins of every de
nomination not more than 5000 or 6000 rix dollars. 

WHALE OIL and BONE. 

The vaft number of black whales that confiantly frequented 
Table Day induced a company of merchants at the Cape to 
efiabli{h a whale fi{hery, to be confined folely to Table Bay, in 
order to avoid the great expence of purchafing any other kind 
of craft than a few common whale boats. 'With thefe alone 
they caught as many whales as they could wilh for; filling, in 
a fuort fpace of time, all their cafks and ciO:erns with oil. 
Having gone thus far they perceived that, although whale-cil 
was to be procured to almoft any amount at a fmall expeuce, 
they were fiill likely to be confiderable lofers by the concern. 
The confumption of the colony in this article was trifling; they 
had no !hips of their own to fend it to Europe, nor cafks to 
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put on board others on freight. Their oil, therefore, conti
nued to lie as a dead fiock in their cifterns, till the high premium 
of bills on England induced fome of the Britilh merchants to 
purchafe and make their remittances in this article. The price 
at the Cape was about 40 rix dollars the !egger, or tenpence 
fterling per gallon. Sometimes, indeed, lllips from the Southern 
Whale Filhery took a few cafk5 to complete their cargoes, but, 
in general, they preferred to be at the trouble of taking the fifh 
themfelves, in or near fome of the bays within the limits of the 
colony, where they are fo plentiful and fo eafily caught, as to 
enfure their f uccefs. It is remarked that all the whales which 
have been caught in the bays are females; of a fmall fize, gc• 
nerally from 30 to 50 feet in length, and yielding from fix to 
ten tons of oil each. The bone is very f mall, and, on that ac
count, of no great value. 

The \Vhale Filhing Company, finding there was litde proba
bility of their difpofing of the oil without a lofs, thought of the 
experiment of converting it into foap. The great quantity of 
fca-wced, the fucus maximu1, or buccinali1, Co called from its 
refemblance to a trumpet, which grows on the wetlern lhore 

of Table Bay, fuggefied itfelf as an abundant fource for fop
plying them with kelp or barilla ; and from the f pecification of 
a patent obtained in London, for freeing animal oils of their 
impurities, and the {lrong and offenfive fmell that train-oil in 
panicular acquires, they endeavoured to reduce to pracl:ice this 
important difcovery. The experiment, however, failed; for 
though they fucceeded in making foap, whofe quality, in the 
moft effential points might, perhaps, be fully as good as was 
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defired, yet the fmell was fo difgufting that nobody would pur
chafe it. Unluckily for them there came in, alfo, juft at that 
time, a cargo of prize foap, which was not only more agreeable 
to the fmell, but was fold at a rate lower than the Company 
could afford to manufacture theirs of train-oil. Being., thus 
thwarted in all their views, they fold the whole concern• to an 
EnglHh merchant, who was fuppofed to be turning it to a to
lerable good account, when it was fignified to him, by the pre
fent Dutch Government, that the exclufive privilege of filhing 
on the coafts of Africa, within the limits of the colony, was 
granted to a company of merchants refiding in Amfierdam; 
and, therefore, that he could not be allowed to continue the 
concern. 

DRIED FRUITS. 

Under this head the moft important articles are almonds and 
raifins ; of which a quantity might be raifed fufficient for the 
confumption of all Europe. I have already obferved that many 
thoufand acres of land, now lying wafte, might be planted with 
vineyards, within fight of Table Mountain. In like manner 
might the whole fea-coaft, on both fides of Africa, be planted 
with vines. In no part of the world are better grapes produced 
than at the Cape of Good Hope ; and it is unneceffary to ob
ferve that good grapes, under proper management, cannot fail 
to make good raifins ; but with ref pea to this, as well as moft 
other articles, litde care and lefs labour are beftowed in the pre
paration. As in the making of wine the whole bunch is 
thrown under the prefs, fo, in the procefs for converting grapes 
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into railins, neither the rotten nor the unripe fruit is removed ; 
the confequence of which is, that the bad raifins foon fpoil thofe 
that otherwife would have been good. 

The almonds are, in general, f mall, but of a good quality. 
The trees thrive well in the very drieft and worft of foils; in no 
fituation bener than among the rocks on the fides of mountains, 
where nothing e1fe would grow ; and they will bear fruit the 
fifth year from the feed. The quantity, therefore, of thefe nuts 
might be produced to an indefinite amount. The confumption 
in the Cape of both thefe articles is very confiderable, as fur
nilhing part of the defert, without which, after fupper as well 
as dinner, few houfeholders would be contented; the omiffion 
might be confidered as a criterion of poverty, a condition which 
the weaknefs of human nature leads men generally to dilfemble 
rather than avow. Ships alfo take confiderable quantities of 
almonds and raifins as fea-ftock; but few have hitherto been 
fcnt to India or to Europe as articles of trade. Before the capture 
the prices might have admitted of it, almonds being then not 
1nore than from a thilling to eighteenpence fterling the thou
fand, and raifins from twopence to threepence a. pound ; but 
the increafed demand, in confequence of the increafed number 
of £hipping, as well as of inhabitants, raifed the price of the 
former from two thillings to two thillings and fixpence the thou
fand, and of the latter from fourpence to fixpence a pound. 

Walnuts and Chefnuts are neither plentiful nor good; and 
the latter will barely keep a month without decaying, fo that 
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thcfe are never likely to become articles of general confumption 
or of exportation. 

But dried peaches, apricots, pears, and apples, are not only 
plentiful, but good of their kind. The peaches and pears are 
ufed in the defert, but apricots and apples are intended for tarts; 
the latter, indeed, are nearly as good as when frelh from the tree. 
All the others are fqueezed together and dried whole, but the 
apples are fliced thin and dried in the fun, tlll they take the con ... 
fifience and appearance of flips of leather, of that kind and 
colour ufuaJJy called the York tan. Thefe, when foaked in 
water, f well out and make very excellent tans; and are fold 
chiefly as an article of fea ftock. The whole value of dried 
fruit, lhipped in the year J 802, amounted only to 2542 rix 
dollars, as appears by the Cuftom-houfe books, on which every 
pound is entered, being fubjelt to a duty on exportation of 
5 per cent. 

SALT PROVISIONS. 

This is an article, as I have already taken occafion to obferve, 
that is fufceptible of great improvement; not, however, to be 
prepared in Cape Town, after the cattle have been haraffed and 
familhed for two months in travelling over a barren defert, but 
cured at Algoa Bay, and brought down in fmall coafting veffels 
to the Cape. Salted mutton, and mutton hams, might, how
ever, be, and are, indeed, to a certain degree, prepared at the 
Cape, but not to that extent of which they are capable. 

It 
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It is remarkable that the Dutch, being fo fond of fat, ihould 
not pay more attention to increafe the breed of hogs. Except 
a few, that are lhamefully fuffered to wallow about the iliores of 
Table Bay, where, indeed, they are fo far ufeful as to pick up 
dead fi{h and butchers' offals, that are fcattered along the {hand, 
the hog is an animal that is fcarcely known as food in the co
lony. Yet, from the vaft quantities of fruit, the produclivc 
crops of barley, of peas, beans, and other vegetables, they might 
be reared at a fmall expence; whereas, from the manner in 
which they are at prefent fed in Cape Town, no one thinks of 
eating pork. 

Salt, in the greateft abundance, is fpontaneoufly produced 
within a few miles of Cape Town, by the evaporation of the 
water in the falt lakes that abound· along the weft coaft of the 
colony. Two kinds of fi{h, the Hottmtot and the Snool, are 
fplit open, falted, and dried in the fun in large quantities, prin
cipally for the ufe of the flaves who are employed in agriculture, 
to correcl the bilious effecls of bullocks' livers and other offals 
that conftitute a great part of their food. They are eaten alfo 
by the inhabitants of the town, when boifterous weather pre
vents the filhing-boats from going out; for a Dutchman feldom 
makes a meal without fi{h. Small quantities are fometimea 
taken as fea-ftock, but fo inconfiderable as hardly to deferve 
mentioning. 

Salt butter is a very material article both for the confumption 
of the town, the garrifon, and the navy, as alfo for exportation. 
The quality greatly depends on the degree of cleanlinefs that has 
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been employed in the dairy, and tnore particularly on the pains 
that have been taken in working the butter well, to free it from 
the milky particles, which, if fuffered to remain, very foon com• 
municate a fl:rong rancid taA:e that is highly offenfive. That 
which comes from the Snowy Mountains is accounted the heft ; 
but, to fay the truth, very little deferves the appeUation of good. 
Under the Dutch Government it was uf ually fold from fourpence 
to fixpence a pound, but, of late years, it was feldom to be pur-
chafed under a lhilling a pound. 

SOAP and CANDLES. 

The firft of there articles is manufactured by almoA: every far
mer in the country, and, in fome of the diftricls, furnilhes a con
fiderable part of their furplus revenue, which is appropriated to 
the purchafe of clothing and other neceffaries at their annual 
vifit to Cape Town. The unctuous part is chiefly derived from 
the fat of lheeps' tails, and the pota£h or barilla is the lixiviated 
allies procured from a f pecies of Sa!fola or falt wort that grows 
abundantly on thofe parts of the Karroo, or deferts, that are 
interfected by periodical ftreams of water. The plant is known 
in the colony by the Hottentot name of Canna. With this 
alkaline lye and the fat of £beep, boiled together over a flow fire 
for four or five days, they make a very excellent foap, which ge
nerally bears the fame price as falt butter. Being moftly brought 
from the diftant diftrict of Graaf Reynet at the fame time with 
the butter, they rof e and fell together according to the quantity 
in the market, and the demand there might happen to be fot 

them. 
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them. The great difiance from the market limited the quan
tity that was manufactured, and not the fcantinefs of the ma .. 
terials. 

This difi:ance is a ferious inconvenience to the farmer, and a 
great encouragement to his natural propcnfity to idlenefs. If 
he· can contrive to get together a waggon load or two of butter 

or foap, to carry with him to Cape Town once a year, or once 
in two years, in exchange for clothing, bran<ly, coffee, a little 
tea ancl fugar, and a few other luxuries, which his own diftricl: 
has not yet produced, he is perfectly fatisfied. The confi<lera
tion of profit is out of the que!l:ion. A man who goes to Cape 
Town with a tingle waggon from the Sneuwberg muft confume, 
at leaft, fixty days out and home. He muO: have a double team, 
or 24 oxen, and two people, at the leaft, befides h,j mfelf to look 
after, to drive, and to lead the oxen and the fheep or goats, 
which it is neceffary to take with them for their fubfiftence on 
the journey. His load, if a great one, may confift of fifteen 
hundred weight of butter and foap, for which he is glad to get 
from the retail dealers at the Cape, whom he calls Semaus or 
Jews, fixpence a pound, or juft half what they fell the article 
for again. So that the value of his whole load is not above 
37 I. 10 s. But as he has no other way of proceeding to the 
Cape, except with his \ivaggon, it makes little difference in point 
of time whether it be laden or empty. And the more of thefe 
loofe articles he can bring to market, the fewer cattle he has 
occafion to difpofe of to the butcher. Thefe conftitute his 
wealth, and with thefe he portions off bis children, 

Candles 
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Candles being an unfafe article to tranf port by land carriage> 
are feldom brought out of the country ; but a vegetable wax, 
collecl:cd from the berries of a lhrubby plant, the myrica ctrif era, 
plentiful on the dry marlhy grounds near the fea-lhore, ia fome
times fent up to the Cape in large green cakes, where it may be 
had from a lhilling to fifteenpence a pound. The tallow to be 
purchafed at the Cape is barely fufficient for the confumption of 
the town and the garrifon, and the candles made from it are 
feldom lower than fifteenpence a pound. 

ALoEs. 

This drug is extracted from the common f pecies of aloe known 
by the fpecific name of pe,foliata, and is that variety which, 
perhaps on account of the abundant quantity of juice it con
tains, botanHls have diftinguilhed by the name of faccotrina, 
though vulgarly fuppofed to have taken the name from the 
ifland of Socotra, where this drug is faid to be produced of 
the heft quality, in which cafe, at all events, it ought to bo 

facotrina. 

Large tracts of ground, many miles in extent, are covered 
with f pontaneous plantations of this kind of aloe, and ef pecially 
in the diftria of Zwellendam, at no great diftance from Moffel 
Bay. In this part of the country the farmers rear few cattle or 
fueep, their ftock confining chiefly of horfes; and they formerly 
cultivated a certain quantity of corn, which they delivered at a 
fmall fixed price, for the ufe of the Dutch Eaft India Company, 
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at Moff'el Bay ; but fince this pra€lice haa been difcontinued, 
they find it more advantageous to bring to Cape Town a load 
of aloes than a load of corn ; the former being worth from I E I. 
to 20 I., the latter only from 8 /. to I o /. The Jabour employed 
in collecting and infpiffating the juice is ill repaid by the price 
it bears in Cape Town, which is feldom more than threepence 
a pound ; but it is ufually performed at a time of the year when 
the fiaves have little elfe to do ; and the whole ftrength of the 
family, flaves, Hottentots, and children, are employed in pick~ 
ing off, and carrying together, the leaves of the aloes. Three 
or four pounds, I underftand, are as much as each perfon can 
collect and prepare in a day. 

This drug, it feems, has of late years been much employed 
in the poner breweries of London, which occafioned an in
~reafed demand, and which may one day be extended almoA: to 
an indefinite amount, if the partial experiments of the ingenious 
Sigr. Fabroni on the juice of this plant can be realized on the 
great fcale; experiments that promife a no lefs valuable acqui
fition to the arts than a colouring fubftance which may be ufcd, 
with advantage, as a fubftitute for cochineal. The quantity of 
inf piffated juice brought to the Cape market was eagerly bought 
up by the Englith merchants, and fent to London as a remit
unce. The amount of this article entered on the Cuftom-houfe 
books~ in the courfe of four years, waa as follows: 
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Ycan. Lbs. Weight. Value R.D. 

-
1799 126,684 9361 I 
1800 71,843 5217 0 

1801 52,181 42 58 3 
1802 91,219 68:29 0 
- ---

Total of 4 years lbs. 341,927 R.D. 25,665 4 

It is fubjecl: to a fmall exportation duty of fixteen-pence for 
every hundred pounds. 

However abundant this article might once have been in the 
fouthern part of Africa, it is now become very fcarce, and, in 
the nature of things, as population is extended, muft progref
fively difappcar. Except in the forefis of Sitfikamma and the 
thickets in the neighbourhood of the Sunday River, no ele
phants are now to be found within the limits of the colony. 
Of thofe few which the KafTcrs deftroy, the large tufks are 
always cut up into circular rings and worn on the arms as tro

phiN of the chace. The fmall quantity of ivory that is brought 
to the Cape market is collecl:ed chiefly by two or three familiea 
cf h'!ftaard Hottentots (as the colonifts call them) who dwell to 
the northward, not far from the banks of the Orange River. 
The whole quantity exported, in the courfe of four years, as 
appears by the Cuftom-houfe hooks, amountc<l only to 5981 
pounds, value 6340 rbt dollars. 
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The Hippopotamus or fea-cow is now no longer within the 
limits of the colony; and, though the teeth of this animal are 
confidered as the beft ivory, yet the quantity of it procured was 
always comparatively fmall with that of the elephant. \Ve may 
fafely conclude then, that ivory is not to be re<.:koned among 
the valuable export& which the Cape can fupply for the markets 
of Europe. 

TOBACCO, 

I mention this article not fo much on account of the quantity 
exported, which, indeed, is very trifling, as of the great abun
dance the colony is capable of producing. It is impoffible the 
plant can thrive better in any part of the world than in this 
climate, or require lefa attention; and I have underftood from 
perfone, qualified to give an opinion on the fubjelt, that the 
Cape tobacco, with a little art in the preparation, is as good in 
every ref pell: as that of Virginia. As all male perfons, old and 
young, fmoke in the Cape, from the bigheft to the :loweft, and a.a 
American tobacco generally bears a high price, the confwnption 
of that of native growth is confiderable. The inferior fort ia 
ufed by llavea and Hottentot,. 

I have now enumerated the moft material articlee of export 
which the Cape either does, or eafily might, fumifh for for.eiga 
markets. There fiill remain a few trifling things, u preferved 
fruits, garden feeds, falt, vinegar, &c., which, though valuable 
as refrefhments for fuips calling there, are of no confequence as 
exports. The total value of every kind of colonial produce col,. 
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1«\i\rely, that haa aaually been exported from the porta of the 
Cape in four years, it aa follows : 

In 1799 
1800 

1801 

1802 

In four years 

VaJae. 

- R.D. 108,160 o 
- 85,049 2 

- 50,519 6 
57,196 0 

R. D. 300,925 o 

or £. 60, 18 s o Currency .. 

The obvious conclufion to be drawn from the view now taken 
of the amount of exports in colonial produce is, that the Cape 
of Good Hope, in its prefent condi'tion, is of very little import .. 
ance to any nation, confidered as to the articles of commerce it 
fupplies for exportation to foreign markets. The furplus 
produce, beyond the fupply of its own inhabitants, a garrifon, 
and navy of eight or ten thoufand men, and die refreihments 
furnHhed to {hips trading and caf ually calling there, is fo trifling 
as to merit no confidcration. But that, by a new f yftem of 
things, it is fufceptible of great improvement ; and the fupply 
of the moR: important articles of being extended to an almoR: 
indefinite amount. 

The next point that comes under confideration js the ad
vantages that may refult to the Britilh :£mpil'e by the incrcafed 
~on(u111ption of goods, tl\e growtl'l and produc:~ cL Great Britain 

R•2 ~d 

Digitized by Google 



308 TRAVELS IN 

and her colonies, from the acquifition of the Cape of Good 
Hope. The commodities imported from England into this fet
tlement confifted in, 

Woollen cloths, from the firA: fort down to wooUen blankets. 
Manchefter goods of almoft every defcription. 
Hofiery, haberdalhery, and millinery. 
Boots, llioes, and hats. 
Cutlery, iron tools, ftationary. 
l3ar and hoop iron. 
Smiths' coals. 
Houfehold furniture. 
Paint and oils. 
Eanhenware. 
Naval ftores. 
Tongues, hams, checfe, and pickles-.. 

From India and China were imported, 

Bengal, Madrae, and Surat piece goods ; the coarfe ODCS fo• 
the ilavea. 

Tea, coJFec;, fugar, pepper,. and fpices. 
Rice. 

In addition to thefe the Americana were in the habit of bring
ing lumber-cargoes, of deal plank, ftavea, balk, falt fifh. pitch. 
turpentine, &c. ; and the Danes, Swedes, and Hamburgh lhipa
affortcd cargoes Qf iron, plank, French wines, beer, gin, Seltzer 
water I coiFee, prefcrves, picklca, &c. in exchange for refre{h.. 

3 ments,. 
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ments, to defray the charges of repairs and other necelfaries, or 
for hard money to carry to India or China. 

As it is not material to ftate the exalt amount of each kind of 
goods imported, I ihall fubjoin an abftract account of the whole 
importation into the Cape by Britifu or foreign bottoms, from 
Europe, Afia, and America, in the courfe of four years, includi.ng 
the value ot the prize goods brought in, and of the Oaves im
ported within the fame period. 

I Prise 
Oavce European 

'Britilh 1ond, India goods Earopao Indian and Total pro- and Ame- lodwl Total pro-
OD Britidl OD Dritilla prize prise otbnl duce import• rica goods goods OD duce im.-

Ycan. bottoms bottoms, goods, import• on foreign fon:isa ponedin 

duty free'. S per CCDt. 
pds,5per 

ed by 
eel io Brituh bo11om1, bo1co1111, foceip !cent. d1117. 141 per bottoms. duty. me. duty. Britilh l0PffCCDI. 1opcrceot. boltoma. 

mer- duty. 
chants. -- ---- ------- --· -- --

Rd. ft Rd. ~ lul. Jl·I Rd. ~ Rd. :U. JA. Rd. JA· Rd. JA• Rd. JA. 
1799 674,00, f 104,1a4 o so,6-3 5,100,487 c 145,6oo 1,144,844 3 11t,s44 o li4,u9 6 1Sa,46i 6 
1800 474,706 < s,1,446 o u,797 oi 4-5,335 o 184,000 134,184 o 51,158 o 109,490 o 16o,14 o 
180, 5B7,oz3 ◄ 190,, •1 o 51>S,41s 01a9,6 41 6 , 7 ,,,oo ,, 46,408 1136,394 s 3,331111;,73• 1 
1Poi 531,366 4 4SS,397 4 93,781 •; 130,7,-., 6 198,105 1,410,478 o 14s,6l4 6 • 5,891 7 ~ s •S77 S 

~n ;;::;1,,a,8,105 61,061,084 ◄ 700,631 7 14o6,~ i99,eo; s,s36,014 514♦8,58;-; ;;;:939 71541,s•• ~ 
Total imporlldoar. Ris dollar, J,977,SSS 7 a -o, £. 1,195,507 3 6 CUmDCJ. 

It will naturally be demanded how, or in what manner, ha$ 
the colony contrived to pay this apparent enormous balance of 
imports over the produce exported, efpecially when it is known 
that moft of the European articles were fold at an advance of 
from 50 to I oo per cent. 011 the invoice prices, which, indeed, 
coutd not well be otherwife, confidering the high pre01ium on 
bills, and the fmall quantity of colonial produce to be had for 
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remittances. The following rough ftatement will ferve to ff:• 
plain this matter : 

The army, independent of the clothing and 
ftores, &c. fent from home and money re
mitted by the officers, could not t:xpend 
lefs, in European and Indian goods, and 
in colonial produce, than 180,000 J. per 
annum, which in four years ia - £. 720-,000 o o 

The navy expenditure might, perhaps. 
amount to half that fum 360,000 o o 

The re-exportation of India prize goods, and 
of European goods to the Weft India 
ifiands, the coaft of Brazil, and Mozam• 
bique, in four years, about -

Surplus colonial produce exported a& aboTe 
170,000 0 0 

60,185 0 0 

Making in the whole £. 1,310.185 o o 
Value of the imports aa above 1,195,507 3 6 

-----
Balance in favour of the colony and the 

merchants rcfiding there - £. 114,677 16 6 

Befides this balance, which may be confidered aa th.e joina 
profit of the colonifts and Englith merchants 011- that part of 
colonial produce and imported goods, which have beeo. difpo~d 
of-, the ihopa and warehouiea at t-he evacuation of the colony 
were fo full, that it w.as calculated there were tbctn Eu.ropeaA 
and lndiaQ ankles. fufficient fot ,llree year.,' coufuanptiou. and. 
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tlie capital of Jlaves imported was augmented nearly to the 
amount of 180 ,ooo /. 

It appears, then, that five-fixth!i of the trade of the Cape of 
Good Hope has been occafioned by the confumption of the gar
rifon and the navy. And, confequently, that unlefs a very 
confiderable garrifon be conftantly ftationed there, or fome other 
channel be opened for the export of their produce, the colonifts, 
by having increafed their capitals in the days of profperity, and. 
efpecially of flaves, which is a confuming capital, will rapidly 
fink into a ftate of poverty much greater than they were at the 
capture of the colony. The prefeot garrifon are only about one
third of the garrifon and navy kept there by Great Britain; 
and they will, moft alfuredly, not confume one-fifih of the quan
tity of colonial produce and imports ; Co that fome new vent 
muft be difcovered for the remaining four-fifths, or the colony 
will be impoveri!hed. What then muft be the condition of this 
place if the gan-ifon, f mall as it is, ihould be fupported at the 
expence of the inhabitants l It muR-, obvioufly, very f pcedily 
confume itfelf, and the majority of the inhabitants will be re-
<luced to the neceffity of clothing thenifelves with iheep-fkins, 
It is, therefore, the intereft of the colonifts that the Cape Chould 
remain io the hands of the Engli{h; the truth of which, indeed, 
they felt and loudly expreffed, before the Dutch flag had been 
flying two months. A total ftagnation to all trade immediately 
followed the furrender of the place. The merchant of the town 
,vaa clogged with a heavy capital of foreign goods, for which 
there was no vent ; and the farmer had little demands for his· 
produce. Every one was defirous to felJ, and; of courfe, there 

were 
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were no buyers. The limited amount, for which the Govern
ment was authorized to draw on the Afiatic Council of the Ba
tavian Republic, had long been expended ; and the arrears of 
pay and allowances, ftitl due to the garrifon, inflamed it to 
mutiny. The great depreciation of the paper currency held out 
no encouragement for the Government to try its credit by ex
tending the capital already in circulation. All hard money had 
totally difappearcd, except Englifu copper penny pieces, to the 
amount of about four thoufand pounds. The addition of a 
French garrifon, under the prefent circumftances, would, in all 
probability, haften the defirultion of the colony, in fo far as 
regarded a fuppl y of foreign articles in exchange for colonial 
produce. For, it is not to be fuppofed, after their treatment of 
the Dutch at home, they would be inclined to iliew more con
fideration for their colonies. 

As a dependency on tbe Cn,wn of Great Britain, in the na
tural courfe of things, it became a flourHhing fettlement ; but 
the commercial advantages derived to Britain, in confequence 
of the poffeffion of it, are not of that magnitude as, confidered 
in this point -of view only, to make the retention of it a fine 
9ua non to a treaty of peace; not even when carried to the 
bighefl poffible degree of which they are f ufceptible. Taken in 
this point of view only, England might very well difpenfe with 
the poffeffion of the Cape. 

It now remains to confider, in the laft place, the important 
advantages that might refult to England, by eftablifuing at the 
Cape a kind of central de{)ot for the Southern \Vhale Fifuciy. 

It 
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It is an univerfally acknowledged truth that, with the promo
tion of navigation, are promoted the ftrength and fecurity of 
the Britifu empire ; that the fea is one great fource of its wealth 
and power ; and that its very exifience, as an independent na
tion, is owing to the preponderancy of its navy; yet, it would 
feem that the advantages offered by this element have hitherto 
been employed only in a very partial manner. Surrounded as 
we are, on all fi<les by the fea, every fquare mile of which is, 
perhaps, not much lefs valuable than a fquare mile of land in 
its produce of food for the fuO:enance of man, how long have 
we allowed another nation to reap the benefit of this wealthy 
mine, and to fupport from it, almoft exclufively, a population 
which, in proportion to its territory, was double to that of our 
Qwn; a nation which, by this very fource of induftry and 
wealth, was once enabled to dif pute with us the fovereignty of 
the feas? A nation of fithermen necetfarily implies a nation of 
feamen, a race of bold and hardy warrior~ The navy of Eng
land has defervedly been long regarded as the great bulwark of 
the empire, whilft the moft certain fource of fupplying that 
navy with the heft feamen has been unaccountably neglecl:ed. 
Our colonies and our commerce have been hitherto confidered 
as the great nurfery of our feamen, but in times like the prefent, 
when civilized fociety is convulfed in every part of the world, 
our colonies may fail and our commerce may be checked. From 
what fource, then, is our navy to be manned? The glorious 
feats that have been performed in our !hips of war, fNm the 
firO:-rate down to the pinnace, were not by men taken from the 
plough. Courage alone is not fufficient for the accompflfument 
of fuch actions; there muft be activity, fkill, and management, 
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fuch as can be acquired only by conftant habit from early youth. 
The cultivation of the fifheries would afford a never failing 
f up ply of men fo inftrucl:ed ; would furnifh the markets with 
a wholefome and nutricious food ; and would incr~afe our 
convenienc1, extend our manufactures, and promote our com
merce. 

For, independent of the important confideration of reducing 
the prefent high price of butchers' meat, by a more ample fup
ply of fith to the fcveral markets of England~ whale oil is now 
become fo valuable an article of confumption in Great Britain, 
not only for the fafety and conveniency it affords-by lighting the 
ftreets of our cities and great towns at a moderate expence, 
but as a fubftitute for tallow and greafe in varioua manufactures,. 
that it may be confidered as an indifpenfable commodity, whofe 
demand is likely to increafe in proportion as arts and manufac
tures are extended, and new applications of its ufe difcovered. 
We ought, then, to confider both the home fif'hery for fupply
ing the markets with food, and the whale fifhery for furnilhing 
our warehoufea with oil, as two ftanding nurferies for the edu
cation of feamen. 

One would fcarcely infer, from the ftate of the filheries at the 
prefent day, that our legiflature has ever regarded them in thia 
point of view. They have hitherto been carried on in a very 
limited and partial manner, with encouragement juft fufficient 
(and but barely fo) for the fupply of our own markets; when 
common policy fhould induce us to open foreign markets to take 
off the Curplus of our depots, Hence it happens, and efpecially 
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in time of war, that .oil fo frequently experiences a fluauation in 
its price, which,however favourable it may be to certain individuals 
who can command large capitals, to whom this limited policy 
~onfines the adventure, is difcouraging to thofe who look only 
for a fair and reafonable, but certain, profit on their induftry. If 
beyond the demands of the market, there was always a redun
dancy of oil on hand, the price would find its level, and the 
profits of the adventure be reduced more to a certainty; and, in 
fuch cafe, there is no reafon for fuppofing to the contrary, that 
England might not fupply a confiderable part of the continent 
of Europe with whale oil. The advantage of extending the 
markets would be an increafe of native fiihermen without rc
forting to foreign fiihermen. 

For many years our fiiheries of Greenland were carried on by 
means of captains, harpooners, and other officers from Hofland 
or the Hans Towns; even for near a century, after the boun
ties .allowed by Government held out a fufficient degree of en
couragement to bring up our own feamen to the trade, who are 
now in fltiU inferior to none who frequent the Northern Seas. 
In like manner the Americans, fettled at Nantucket, almoft ex
clufively carried on the South Sea Fithery, before the American 
war ; and after the peace, which ceded Nantucket to the U nitcd 
States, they continued to fupply our fouthern adventurers, as the 
Dutch had done the Northern Fithery, with captains, harpooners, 
and other officers. 

In one out• port of this kingdom, the obvious policy of efla
b)Hhing a nurfery of fouthern fithermen has been fucc;c:fsfully 
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attempted. Seven families wilhing to remain Britilh fubjell•• 
and to derive the benefit <,f the Engliih markets, had migrated 
to Nova Scotia, where they were difcouraged from extending 
their colony, and were invited by the Right Honourable Charles 
GrevilJe to fettle at Milford in Milford Haven. They fitted 
out their ihip and had a fuccefsful voyage, and the refpeB:
able family of Starbucks have: extended the concern to fouli 
ihips. 

Parliament wifely continued the limited invitati"on to foreigB 
fHhermen to fettle at Milford, and the acceffion of Mr. Rotch
has increafed the Milford FHher-y to eight ihips. And the very 
extenfive connexion of that gentleman in America, is likely to 
make the port of Milford important to the mutual benefit of 
eommerce between Great Britain and America, for which its 
fituation is fo eminently fuited. The Southern Whale Fiiher:r, 
from this place, has not a lefs capital afloat at this time than 
So,ooo /., nor has any whaling lhip from the port of Milford 
the leaft concern whatfoever with any adYenture except the fi{h.,. 
ing for whales. 

It is fingular· enough that one of the nobleft ports in England, 
whether it be confidered in point of fituation, commanding, at 
all times, a free and fpeedy communication with Ireland and 
the W dl:ern Ocean, and favourable for diftribution of merchan
dize, or regarded as to the cooveniencies it poffeffcs as a port 
and harbour, ihould fo totally have been neglel\ed by the Bri
tiih legiflaturc, that when the families above mentioned firft 
fettled there, the place did not afford them a fiogle houfe for 

their 
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tlleir reception. At this moment, by the removal of artificial 
obftructions and the unremitting attention of Mr. Greville, there 
is a town, with fuitable proted:ions of batteries, and two volun
teer companies; a dock-yard in which three King's fhips are 
now building, a quay, and eftabli£hments of the different tradef
men and artificers, which a fea-port necdfarily requir~s. Hav
ing proceeded thus far, there can be little doubt that, in the 
courfe of half a century, it may dafs among the greateft of the 
out-ports. 

I mention this circumftance as a {hiking inffance, to fhew the 
importance of the South Sea Fifhery, and as a proof that, con
trary to the generally received opinion, it may be carried on by 
ikill and management, and without the adventitious aid of trading,. 
fo as fully to anfwer the purpofe of thofe who are properly qua
lified to embark in the undertaking. For where men, by in
duf\ry in their profeffion, rife from fmall beginnings into afflu
ence, fuch profeffion may be followed with a greater certainty 
of fuccef-s than many others which appear to hold out more fe
ducing prof pelts. The American fifhermen never fet out with 
a capital, but invariably work themfelves into one; and the South 
Sea Fifhery from England may fucceed on the fame principle, 
as the above example clearly fhews, under every difadvantage, 
when properly conducted. 

It is difficult to point out the- grounds of juftice or policy 
in giving tonage bounties to the Greenland Fifhery, and only 
premiums to fuccefsful adventurers in the Southern Fi£hery. 

A voyage 
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A voyage to Greenland is four months, the outfit of which 
is covered by the tonage bounty and, if wholly unfuccefsful, the 
fame fhip can make a fecond voyage the fame year to fome of 
the ports of the Baltic. A voyage to the South Sea is from 
twelve to eighteen months, and muft depend folely on the fuc
cefs in fifhing. A Greenland fhip feta out on a fmall capital, 
and builds on a quick return; but a South Sea whaler muft ex
pend a very confiderable capital in making his outfit, for which 
he can reckon on no returns for at leaft eighteen months. 
Hence the ufual practice of fending them out in the double ca
pacity of fiihers and contraband traders, in order that the loffes 
they may fuftaia by ill fuccefs in fuhing may be made good by 
fmuggling. 

If by extending the filhery we thould be enabled to fupply the 
continent of Europe, two objects ihould never be out of the 
view of the Legiflature-the exemption from duty of all the 
produce of the filheries, and particularly fparmaceti, which, if 
manufactured into candles, and fubject only to the fame duty as 
tallow candles, would produce much more to the revenue than 
when taxed as it now is, as wax.-1 have heard it afferted that 
the extenfion of the premium f yfiem, by doubting its prefent 
amount, which never could exceed 30,000/, a year, would be 
adequate encouragement to fupply the home market with fper
maceti and black whale oil, and that the bonding of foreign oil 
in Great Britain would throw the whole agency of American 
fiihery on England with greater advantage to both countries 
than by any other f yftem. 

But 
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But when we confider that the home market is necelfarily fe
eured to Britith fubjects by high duti~ on foreign oil, we llioulcf 
alfo confider that every means to leffen the charges of outfit 
fhould ftrengthen our adventure in this lucrative branch of trade. 
Among others that would feem to have this tendency, are the 
facilities that might be afforded by the happy pcfition of the 
Cape of Good Hope. If at this ftation was efiablHhed a kind 
of central depot for the Southern Whale Fifhery, it might, in 
time, be the means of throwing into our hands exclufively the 
fupplying of Europe with fpermaceti oil. To the protection of 
the fifheries on the eaft and weft coafts of Southern Africa, the 
Cape is fully competent, and the fifheries on thefe coafts would 
be equally undifiurbed in war as in peace. From hence they 
would, at all times, have an opportunity of acquiring a fupply 
of refrethments for their crews, and of laying in a ftock of falt 
provifiona at one-fourth part of the expence of carrying them 
eut from England. 

In the wide range which, of late years, they have been ac
cuftomed to take, from the eaft, round Cape Hom, to the weft 
coaft of America, partly for the fake of carrying on a contra
band trade with the SpanHh colonies, and partly for fifhing, they 
are deftitute, in time of war, of all protection. Hitherto they 
have fufrered little inconvenience from this circumftance, be
caufe the -Cape of Good Hope gave us the complete and un
difturbed poffeffion of the Southern Ocean ; bur will this be the 
cafe in the prefent war, when the French and Dutch are in 
poffeffion of the bays and harbours of the Cape? \VhiHt, from 

Europe 
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Europe to the Indian Ocean, if we except the Portuguez.e iflands 
and Rio de Janeiro, whofe admiffion to us is extremely pre
carious, we have not a creek that will afford us a butt of water, 
a bifcuit, or a bullock. 

It is by no means neceffaty to refort to the coafts of South 
America to fucceed in the Scuthern Whale FHhery. The 
whales on the eaft and weft coafts of Africa are of the fame 
kind, of as large a fize, and as eafily taken, as tbofe on the 
thores of the oppofite continent. The black whales, indeed, 
are caught with much greater ea(e, as they refort in innumerable 
quantities into all the bays on the coafts of South Africa, where 
there is no rifk in encou n.tering them, and lefs ex pence as well 
as more certainty in taking them, than in the open ocean. The 
fpermaceti whale, whofe oil is more valuable, and of which one 
half of the cargo at leaft thould be compofed, in order to meet 
the expences of a long voyage, is equally abundant on the 
coafts of Southern Africa as on thofe of America. No objec
tion can therefore lie on the ground of taking the fifh. 

H policy requires the encouragement of all our filheries by 
bounties, and that with a view of increafing the nurfery of 
feamen to Great Britain and Ireland ; it may, perhaps, be ex
pedient to extend that encouragement to the inhabitants of the 
Cape of Good Hope, a meafure which could not fail to bring to
gether the South Sea fi{hers to its ports to complete their car
goes, giving, by their means, an increafed energy and activity 
to the trade and induftry of the fettlement. 

3 The 
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The fituation, the fecurity, and the conveniences of the 
KnJ/na, are admirably adapted for carrying into execution a 
fifhery on fuch a plan. Every material either is, or might 
be, produced upon the fpot for equipping their fuips. The 
]and is here the very heft that the colony aifords,. and it fo hap
pens, that the fix months in which it might be dangerous to
fi!h on this coaA:, are the fuitable feafon for cultivating the 
]and. Such fmall craft might alfo find their advantage in run
ning down to the iflands in the South Seas and picking up a. 
cargo of feals, and thus anticipate the Americans, who, by 
means of their fiiliery and ginfeng, and the produce of their 
lumber cargoes, have worked themfelves, as we have already 
had -occafion to notice, into a valuable portion of the China 
trade. Whereas if oil taken on the coaft by the fmall craft of 
the inhabitants of the Cape, which might alfo include oil taken 
by foreign fifhermen and exchanged by them for India or China 
goods, were admitted to entry in Britilh bottoms into Great 
Britain at a Jaw colonial duty, the foreign fi!hermen, who 
never can be excluded from fiiliing on the coafts of Africa, 
might find a market for their oil there. And the Americana 
would, probably, under fuch regulations, find it their adv.antage 
to fupply themfelves with Indian produce at the Cape, and ex
tend their fithery only when they could not obtain a vent for 
their native produce of :lkins, drugs, and lumber. The fitua
tion of the Cape, properly ftocked, might thus be an important 
depot for Britifh trade with America, and, perhaps, fuperfede 
expenfive voyages to China in their fmall 1hips. This, how
ever,. is mere mattter of opinion and not of fact. That the 
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plan they now purfue does anf wer their expeclations, may be 
inferred from the number of their 1hips, progreffively increafing, 
which navigate the Indian Seas. 

Some few of their lhips refort to the bays within the limits 
of the Cape colony to take the black whale; but as thofe 
bays are acceffible only at certain feafons of the year, it would 
be no difficult matter, if an cxclufive filhery could be deemed 
politic, with a fingle frigate, to clear the coaft of all filhers 
except our own. They fometimes, alfo, run into Saint Helena 
Bay to the northward, or into Algoa Bay to the eaffward, to 
complete their cargoes, a privilege that policy would require 
to be allowed only with moderation even to our own 1hips ; 
for it has been obferved that conftant filhing in any one place, 
never fails to chace the fifu entirely away. 

There can be little doubt, therefore 9 that the Cape of Good 
Hope might be rendered effentially ufeful to the Southern 
Whale FHhery, fo important to the commerce and navigation 
of Great Britain ; but that during the war, the fame place in 
the poffeffion of an enemy t may be the means of obftrucl:ing 
this valuable branch of trade, and muft, at all events, render it 
forced and precarious, 

Having thus endeavoured to ftatc the different points of view 
in which the Cape of Good Hope may be confidered of im
portance to the Britifu nation, as a military and naval ftation• 
as a feat of commerce, and a depot for the Southern Whale 

Filhery. 
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Filhery, it remains only to inquire how far it is, or may be
come, value as a colony, or territorial acquifition, intrinfically, 
and independent of other confiderations. This point will heft 
be afcertained by a topographical defcription and a ftatiftical 
fketch of the fettlement, which will be the fubjecl: of the fol. 
lowing chapter, and with which I 1hall clofe the prefent vo
lume. 
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CH A P. VI. 

Topographical Defcription and Statiftical Sketch of the Cape 
Settlement. 

Gr.NERAL DESCRIPTION.-Dimt1!Jion1.-Extent.-S,il.-Clima/t,-Wi11d1.-Scar
city if Wattr.-Permanmt Riven mumera/td and dtjcrihtd.-Mou11tai111.-Di1.1i

fion1, Population, a11d Product.-Pr01Jincial Judicature.-D,sTRICT OF THE 

CAPE-Extent if and Jtuai1tity if Land under Cultivation. -Cape er own,-Stock, 
Product, and Population a/urtaintd l,y tht Opgaaff.-Birth1 and Afortality.
Crimina/J.-Natural ProduEIJ of the Cape D!JlriB.-DisTRICT OF STELLEN

BOSCH AND DRAK.BNST.EIN-Extmt and Di1.1ifion1 oJ.-'Iht Drofdy or Yillage
Situation and Product of tht othtr Div!Ji0111 if thi1 D!JlriB-Stode and Populatio11 
of, according to the Opgaaff'.-DJSlllICT OF ZWELLENDAM-Dimmfion1, Ex
tmt, and Div!Jio111 of-tht Drofdy or Village if-Situation a11d Product of tht other 
Divfjions-Stode and Population according to the Opgaaff.-D1sTB.ICT OF Gun 
R&YNE.T-Dimt'!Jion1, Extmt, and Divfjion1 if-Drojdy or Yillagt of-Situation 
•11d Produce of the othtr Divfjion1 ef thiJ D!Jlrifl-Stoc! and Population auwding 
to the OpgaafF.-TENU'llES OF LANDs.-Loan Farms, Nature and Numl,er of.
Gratuit1 Land.J.-~,it Rmt1.-Frtthold.J.-Rtqfalll agai'!JI Improvemmt of Ejlatu 
in the Cape.-P.ropnt1 frtqumtfJ ehangu Hand.J.-CoNDITION OF THI INHA• 

&IT ANTs.-Nmjfarits of Lift obtaintd ,uithout ExcrJio11.-Four Cl,!lfas of Colonifts 
-Thofe of the Town, Condition oj.-eraxts and.Affejfmtnt1 moderatt.-'I,ihts w 
Church Ratts nont-no Poor Ralts.-Polict condulltd 61 a Collrgt of Bur,berJ
thtir Fun8ion1-Ntglc8 and .Al,uft1 of.-ImprtNtmtnl /uggyltd.-lndijftrmu ef 
the c.lonj/lJ far rational .Amuftment1.-The Wine Growers, Condition ond R,

Jourm ef-State of their Outgoings and Retur111.-Eef, er n-m1 of purthafing Ejlatts. 
-Corn Boors, Condition of-Stolt of thtir Outgoings 11nd Rtturn,.-Graziers, 
mthlmt ond htlplefi Condition of-thtir lad C/JoraBtr-fuljeEJ to no Tats-Stou 
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,j Outgoing, and Rtt11rn1,-RtVENUES OF GovaRNMENT -Noturt if the thirtm, 

Htad, if, a11dTa/,lt of thtir .Amormtfar faur /uccd}i'llt Year1.-JullJSPRUDENCE. 

-Naturt and Conjlitutio11 of the Court - its 11,!em/,ers.-Civil Caufis,-41/ornies. 

-Ojfict of Fifaal.-Court oJCommiffarits far pt111 Suits, and matrimonial .Ajfair1. 
-Tht We!foamnztr, or Chnmhtr far managi11g the Effells of Minor, a11d Orpha11s 
-it1 Funllion1.-R11LIGION, that of the Riformtd Churtl,.-Luthtran1 and others 

larely toltrated.-Condition of the Clergy-Dutits oJ-dirtEI tht Fund, raifld fa,· 
the Relief of the Poor-art Curators of the pul/ic School.-.Amount of Church 

F11nd1.-IMPROVEMENT8 SUGGESTED, /,1 the lntroduElion of Chineft-t'!Ji!y 
tjfolled /,y tht Britijh Go'IJtrnmtnt-/,1 Mora'IJian EjlabliJl,mtnt1 of Hotltntots in 

the dijlant PartJ-/,y mclef,ng the Farm1 -leading thtir Yintl up Prop, or Efpa/i,r,. 
-N,w Syjltm in the 'Tillage of Corn Lands.-Ejlal,l!Jhmtnt of Fair, or J,farut1, 
and trtlling of Yillvgu -Co,ifequmm of thefi.-Conclufion. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION. 

I F from the fouthern point of the Cape peninfula, which, 
however, is not tl1e fouthernmoft point of Africa, a ftraight 

line be drawn in the direction of eaft by north, it will cut the 
mouth of the Great Fifh River, the Rio d' Infante of the Portu
guefe, which is now confidered as the eaftern boundary of the 
colony. The length of this line is about five hundred and 
eighty miles. 

If from the fame point a ftraight line be drawn in the direc
tion of north, with a little inclination wefterly, it will fall in 
with the mouth of the River Kouj/ie, the northern boundary 
of the colony, at the diftance of about three hundred and fifteen 
miles. 

And, if from the mouth of the Great Fifh River a line, drawn 
in the direaion of north-north-weft, be continued to the diftance 

of 

Dig,llzed by Google 



TRAVELS IN 

of two hundred and twenty.;.five miles, to a point behind the 
Snowy Mountains called Plellenberg's Landmark, and from 
thence be continued in a circular fweep inwards to the mouth of 
the River Kou.ffee, upwards of five hundred miles; thefe lines 
will circumfcribe the tralt of country which con!litutes the co
lony of the Cape of Good Hope. 

By reducing this irregular figure to a parallelogram, it will be 
found to comprehend an area of at leaft one hundred and twenty 
thoufand fquare miles. And as it appears that the whole po
pulation of whites, blacks, and Hottentots, within this area, 
amounts only to about fixty thoufand fouls, though it cannot 
boaft that 

" Every rood of ground m:iintaina its man,'' 

yet every two fquare miles may be faid to have at leaft one. 
human creature allotted to it. If, therefore, the Dutch at home 
Qccupy one of the moft. populous countries in Europe, they 
poffefs abroad the moft defert colony that is certainly to be met 
with upon the face of the globe. But as this is lcfs owing to 
the natural defell:s of the country, than to the regulations under 
which it has been governed, the comparative population with 
the. extent of furface ought not be taken as the teft of the in
trinfic value of the fettlement, as the population of any country, 
under a moderate climate, will, in the natural courfe of things, 
always rife to a level with the means of fubfiftence. 

As the heft foil for vegetable growth is nnqueftionably pro
duced frorn a decompo!ition of vegetable matter, it amounts 

to 
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to a pleonafm to fay, that the richeA: foil will invariably be 
found where vegetation is moA: abundant and moA: luxuriant; 
the foil and the plant acl:ing reciprocally as caufe and effecl:, 
Hence, if climate were entirely out of the queftion, we fhould 
have an infallible criterion for determining the quality of foil 
in any country by the abundance or fcarcity, the luxuriance or 
poverty, of the native plants. Meafuring the foil of the Cape 
fettlement by this fcale, it would be pronounced among the 
pooreft in the known world; for I may fafely venture to fay, 
that feven parts in ten of the above mentioned furface are, fot 

a great part of the year, and fome of them at all times, defiitute 
of the leaft appearance of verdure. The upper regions of all 
the chains of mountains are naked maffes of fandftone; the 
valleys at their feet are clothed with grafs, with thickets, and 
fometimes with impenetrable forefts. The inferior hills or 
knoUs, whofe furfaces are genera11y compofed of loofe fragments 
of fandftone, as well as the wide fandy plains that connecl:·thcm• 
are thinly ftrewed over with heaths and other furubby plants, 
exhibiting to the eye an uniform and dreary appearance. In 
the loweft parts of thefe plains, where the waters fubfide and~ 
filtering through the fand, break out in fprings upon the furface, 
vegetation is fomewhat more luxuriant. In fuch fituations the 
farm-houfes are generally placed ; and the patches of cultivated 
ground contiguous to them, like the Oefe.r in the fandy deferts, 
may be confidered as fo many verdant iflands in the midll: of a 
boundlefs wafie; ferving to make the furrounding wildernefs 
more dreary by comparifon. Of fuch plains and knolls is the 
belt of land compofed that lies between the firll chain of moun
tains and the fea .. coafta. 

The 
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The foils, in general, on this tracl: of country, are either of 
iifF clay, into which there is no poffibility of entering with a 
plough till well foaked by heavy rains, or of a light and fandy 
nature, commonly of a reddifh tinge, and abounding with fmall 
round quartzofe pebbles. Seldom any free black vegetable 
mould appears except in the f mall patches of garden ground, 
vineyards, and orchards that furround the habitations, where, 
by long culture, manure, and the fertilizing influence of fprings 
or a permanent rill of water, the foil is fo far mellowed as to 
admit the fpade at all feafons of the year. 

But thofe vaft plains, which are known in the colony by the 
Hottentot name of Karroo, and which are interpofed between 
the great chains of mountains, wear a ftill more dif mal appear
ance than the lower plains that are chequered with patches of 
cultivated ground. Out of their impenetrable furfaces of clay, 
gliftering with f mall chryftals of quartz, and condemned to per
petual drought and aridity, not a blade of grafs, and fcarcely a 
verdant twig, occurs to break the barren uniformity. The hills, 
by which the furface of thefe plains are fometimes broken, are 
chiefly compofed of fragments of blue flate, or maffes of felt
fpar, and argillaceous ironftone; and the furfaces of thefe are 
equally denuded of plants as thofe of the plains. 

Yet, as I have already bad occafion to obferve, wherever the 
Karroo plains are tinged with iron, and water can be brought 
upon them, the foil is found to be extremely productive. The 
fame effell: is obfervable in the neighbourhood of the Cape, 
where the foil is coloured with iron; or where maifea of a 
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brown ochraceous ftone (the oxyd of iron combined with day) 
lie juft below the furface, where they are fometimes found in 
extenfive ftrata. In fuch fituations they have the heft grapes 
and the beft of every fort of fruit, which may be owing, pro
bably, to the manganefe that this kind of dark brown iron
ftone generally contains, and which modern difcoveries in che
miftry have afcertained to be particularly favourable to the 
growth of plants. 

There is neither a volcano nor a volcanic product in the 
fouthern extremity of Africa, at leaft in any of thofe parts 
where I have been, nor any fubftances that feem to have un
dergone the action of fire, except maffes of iron-ftone found ge
nerally among the boggy earth in the neighbourhood of fome 
of the hot f prings, and which appear like the fcoria: of fumaccs. 
Pieces of pumice-ftone have been picked up on the fliore of 
Robben Hland, and on the coaft near Algoa Bay, which muft 
have been wafted thither by the waves, as the whole bafis of 
this ifland is a hard and compact blue fchifl:us, with veins of 
quartz running through it, and of the eaftern coaft iron-ftone 
and granite. 

The climate of the Cape may be confidered as not unfriendly 
to vegetation; but by reafon of its fituation, within the influ
ence of a kind of Monfoon or periodical winds, the rains are 
very unequal, defcending in torrents during the cold feafon, 
whilft fcarcely a fhower falls to refrefh the earth in the bot 
fummer months, when the dry fouth-eaft winds prevail. Thefe 
winds blaft the foliage, bloffom, and fruit of all thofe trees that 
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are not well lheltered from their baneful gufts, which, for about 
fix months, almoft conftantly blow from that quarter. Nor is 
the human confiitution more proof againft the painful fenfation 
of the fouth-eafl: winds of the Cape than the plants. Like the 
fouth-eaft Sirocco of Naples they relax and fatigue both the 
body and mind, rendering them utterly incapable of activity or 
energy. During their continuance the town appears to be de
ferted. Every door and window is clofed to keep out the dufi: 
and the heat, both of which diminifh with the continuance of 
the gale ; the air gradually cools, and every f mall pebble and 
particle of duft in the courfe of four-and-twenty hours is carried 
into the f ea. 

The neceffity of protecting the fruit groves, vineyards, and 
gardens from thefe winds, has led thofe colonifts who dwell on 
the nearer fide of the firft chain of mountains, for they are not 
much felt beyond them, to divide that portion of their grounds, 
fo employed, by oak fkreens, a plant that grows here much 
more rapidly than in Europe; but their corn-lands are entirely 
open. A Cape boor beftows no more labour on his farm than 
is unavoidable ; and as grain is moftly reaped before the fouth
eaft winds are fairly fet in, the enclofure of the arable land did 
not appear to be neceffary, and was confequently omitted. 

The climate of the Cape is remarkably affected by local cir
cumftances. In the fummer months there is at leaft from 6 to 
10 degrees of Fahrenheit's fcale in the difference of temperature 
between Cape Town and Wynberg, whofe diftance is only about 
fcven or eight miles, owing to the latter being on the wind-

ward 
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ward fide of the Table Mountain, and the former to leeward of 
it ; from whence, alfo, the rays of the meridian fun are thrown 
back upon the town, as from the furface of a concave mirror. 
The variation of climate, to which the Table Valley is fubjefr, 
led one of the BritHh officers to obferve that thofe who lived in it 
were either in an oven, or at the funnel of a pair of bellows, 
or under a water-fpout. On the Cape fide of the mountains the 
thermometer rarely defcends below 40° ; but on the elevated 
Karroo plains, within the mountai~s, it is generally, in the 
winter months, below the freezing point by night, and from 7c, 
to Bo in the middle of the day. 

I think this intenfe cold of the Karroo plains, beyond what 
might be expell:ed from their parallel of latitude or elevation, 
may fatisfal\.orily be accounted for from the ingenious experi
ments of Mr. Von Humboldt, on the chemical decompofition of 
the atmofpherical air. He proves that fat and clayey eartbs are 
ftrongly difpofed to attract the oxygen from the atmofphere, 
by which the azotic gas is let loofe ; and this gas, entering again 
into combination with frefh oxygen, of the fuperincumbent 
ftratum, in an increafed proportion, forms nitric acid, from which 
faltpetre is generated. That faltpetre is abundantly formed on 
thofe plains is an indifputable fall, as I have fully fuewn in the 
fecond chapter of the firft volume ; and the confequence of fuch 
formation muft neceffarily be a great diminution of temperature 
in thofe places where the operation is moft powerfully carrying 
on. Hence may be explained thofe columns of cold air through 
v.·hich one frequently pa[ea upon the Karroo plains. 
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The north-weft winds of winter have a moift and cold feel 
even in Cape Town, where, though thermometer feldom de
fcends below 40°, and then only about an hour before fun-rife, 
all the Englilh inhabitants were glad to keep conftant fires dur
ing the months of July, Auguft, and September. Even in Oc
tober it is not unufual to obferve the fummits of the mountains 
to the eaftward of the Cape ifthmu& buried in fnow. 

But as I have taken particular notice of the remarkable 
changes of temperature in different feafons and fituations in the 
former volume, I muft beg leave to refer the reader to it for 
further information on this fubject. 

The great fcarcity of water in fummer, the reafon of which 
I have endeavoured to account for in the fecond chapter, is 
much more unfavourable to an extendeJ cultivation than either 
the foil or climate. The torrents of rain that defcend for about 
four months in the year, deluging the whole country, difappear 
fuddenly, for the reafons therein ftated, leaving the deep funken 
beds of the rivers nearly dry, or fo far exhaufted as to be ren
dered incapable of fupplying the purpofes of irrigation. The 
periodical rivulets, and the ftreams that itf ue from the mountain 
f prings, are either abforbed or evaporated before they arrive at 
any great diftance from their fources. In the whole compafs of 
this extenfi ve colony, one can fcarceJy fay that there is a fingle 
navigable river. 

The two principal rivers, on the weftern coaft, are the Berg 
or Mountain River, which takes its rife in the mountains that 
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enclofe the Vale of Drakenftein, and falls into Saint Helena 
Bay ; and the Oliphant or Elephant•s River, which, after collect
ing the ftreamlets of the firft chain of mountains in its northerly 
courfe along their feet, empties itfelf into the Southern Atlantic 
in 31° 30' fouth. Though both thefe rivers have permanent 
ftreams of water, fufficiently deep to be navigable by fmall craft, 
to the diftance of about twenty miles up the country, yet the 
mouth of the former is choaked up with a bed of fand, and 
acrofs the latter is a reef of rocks. 

On the fouth coaft of the colony the permanent rivers of any 
magnitude are, the Broad River, the Gauritz River, the Knyfoa, 
the Keurhoom River, the Camtoo.r River, the ZwartkoJ>.r River, 
the Sunday River, and the Great Fifh River; the laft of which 
terminates the colony to the eaftward. 

The Broad River is difcharged into Saint Sebaftian's Bay, 
which the Dutch confider as a dangerous navigation, though 
there have been inftances of their {hips taking fhelter there in 
the north-weft monfoon at no great diftance from the mouth of 
the river, which is here a fheet of water more than a mile in 
width; but, like every other river on this coaft, except the 
Knyfna, it is croffed by a bar of fand. Within this bar it might 
be navigated by fmall craft about thirty miles up the country, 
an extent, however, in which there are fcarcely half a dozen 
farm-houfes. 

The Gauritz River is a colletHon of water from the Great 
Karroo plains, the Black Mountains, and the chain that runs 
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parallel, and neareft, to the fea-coaft. The branches to the 
northward of this chain are periodical, but it flows, to the fouth
w.ard, throughout the year, though, in the fummer months, 
with a very weak current. In the rainy feafon it is confidered 
as the moft rapid and dangerous river in the whole colony. 
Its mouth opens into the fea, where the coaft is ftraight, and 
it is croffed by a bar of fand which, in fummer, is generally 
dry. 

The Knyfna, being altogether different from the other rivers 
in the colony, is particularly noticed, and a fketch of it given, 
in the feconcl chapter; to which I muft beg leave to refer the 
reader. 

The Keurboom River, like the Knyfna, runs up into the 
midft of tall foreA:s, and might be navigated by boats to a con
fiderable diA:ance, but its mouth, in Plettenberg's Bay, is com
pletely fanded up by the almoft perpetual rolling fwell of the 
fea, from the fouth-eaA:ward upon the fandy beach. 

The Camtoos River is a colleclion of waters from the fame 
parts of the country as, but more eaA:erly than, the Gauritz 
River. It falls into a wide bay of the fame name, in which the 
only fecure anchorage is oppofite the mouth of a fmall ftream 
called the Kromme or Crooked River. Though Camtoos River, 
juft within the mouth, is a wide bafon deep enough to float a 
iliip of the line, yet the bar of fand acrofs the mouth is fordable 
upon the beach at high water, and frequently dry at low water. 

The 
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The Zwart Kops River is a clear permanent ftream of water 
flowing down one of the moll: beautiful and fertile valleys in the 
colony; and is among the very few of thofe that, by damming, 
may be turned upon the contiguous grounds. Mr. Rice, whom 
I have had occafion to mention, fucceeded by a great deal of 
perfeverance in getting a boat over the bar, and failed about 
eight miles up this vaHey, to which diftance only the tide flows. 
The whole country in the vicinity of the river and the bay of 
the fame name, into which it faJis, is among the moft fertile 
parts of the colony. 

The Sunday River, likewife, falls into Algoa•or Zwart Kop's 
Bay, oppofite to the iflands of Saint Croix. It rifes in the 
midft of the Snowy Mountains, and continues a permanently 
.Oowing ftream, broad and ihaHow in the middle part of its 
courfe, and narrow and deep towards the mouth, which, like 
the reft, is choaked with a bed of fand. 

The Great Fiih River takes its rife beyond the Snowy Moun
tains, and, in its long courfe, coUecl:s a multitude of ftreamlets, 
moft of which are confiantly fuppJied with water. On each 
fide of its mouth is a wild, rocky, and open ihore, but the 
projecl:ing cheeks form a f mall cove or creek, which, it feems, 
was frequented by the Portugueze ihortly after their difcovery 
of the Cape ; though, from the boifierous appearance of the fea, 
upon the bar that evidently croffes the entrance of the river, it 
is difficult to conceive how they dared to truft their iliips in 
fuch an expofed fituation, unlefs, indeed, they were fo fmall as 
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to be able, at high water, to crofs the bar, in which cafe they 
might lie, at all feafons, in perfect fecurity. 

All thefe rivers are well flocked with perch, eels, and fmall 
turtle, and, to a certain diftance from the fea-coaft, they abound 
with almoft every kind of fea-fifh peculiar to this part of the 
world. 

Befide the rivers here enumerated, the whole flip of land, 
ftretching along the fea-coaft, between the entrance of Falfe 
Bay and the Great Fifh River, is interfell:ed by ftreamlets whofe 
waters are neither abforbed nor evaporated ; but they generally 
run in fuch deep chafms as to be of little ufe towards the pro
motion of agriculture by the aid of irrigation. 

The mountains, as I have before obfervcd, generally run in 
chains, parallel to each other, and moft commonly in the direc
tion of eaft and weft. At a diftance they polfefs neither the 
foblime nor the beautiful, but the approach to their bafes and 
the palfages of the kloofs are awfuUy grand and terrific ; fome
times their naked points of folid rock rife almoft perpendicularly, 
like a wall of mafonry, to the height of three, four, and even 
five thoufand feet, refembling the Table Mountain on the Cape 
peninfula ; fometimes the inclination of the ftrata is fo great, 
that the whole mafs of mountain appears to have its centre of 
gravity falling without the bafe, and as if it momentarily 
threatened to firew the plain with its venerable ruins ; in other 
-places, where the loofer fragments have given way, they are 
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irregularly peaked and broken into a variety of fantafiic ihapes. 
In ihort, all the chains of mountains in the fouthern part of 
South Africa, may be confidered to be made up of a re.petition 
of parts fimilar to thofe of the Devil's Hill, the Table Moun
tain, and the Lion' a Head, and of the fame materials, but ge
nerally of a more gigantic fize ; and all their fummita are en
tirely deftitute of verdure. 

DIVISION, POPULATION, and PRODUCE. 

When the Dutch Eaft India Company perceived their fettle
ment extending far beyond the bounds they had originally pre
fcribed, they found it expedient to divide the country into dif
trill:s, and to place over each a civil magifirate with the title of 
Landrojl, who, with his council called Hemraaden, was au
thorized to fettle petty difputes among the farmers, or between 
them and the native Hottentots, levy fines within a certain 
fum, collell: and apply the parochial affeff ments, and enforce the 
orders and regulations of Government. His diftrill: was dif
tributed into a number of fubdivifions, over each of which was 
appointed a Feldtwagtmeej/tr or country overfeer, whofe duty 
was to take cognizance of any abufes committed within his di
vifion, and report the fame to the Landroft, to adjuft difputea 
about f prings or water-courfes, and to forward the orders of 
Government. 

Little as the authority was which Government had thus 
delegated to the Landroft and his affiftants, that little was fubject 
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fometimes to abufe, fometimes to neglea, and very often to 
contempt. 

In fact, all fyftems of provincial judicature feem liable to the 
fame objections. If too much power be confided in the hands 
of the magifi:rates, the temptation to corruption is proportion
ally great, and to attempt to execute the law without the power 
would feem a mockery of jufilce. The latter was very much 
the cafe in the diftant parts of the Cape colony. 

For want of fuch a power the laws have certainly, in moft 
cafes, proved unavailing. The Landroft had only the 1hadow 
of authority. The council and the country overfeers were 
compofed of farmers, and were always more ready to £kreen 
and protea their brother boors, accufed of crimes, than to affi{l 

in bringing them to juftice. The poor Hottentot had little 
chance of obtaining redrefs for the wrongs he fufl'ered from the 
boors. However willing the Landroft: might be to receive his 
complaints, be poffeffed not the means of removing the griev
ance. To efpoufe the caufe of the Hottentot was a fore way 
to lofe his popularity. And the diftance from the capital was 
a fufticient obftaclc to the preferring of complaints before the 
Court of Jufiice at the Cape. Whenever this has happened, 
the orders of the Court of J ufiice met with as little ref peel, at 

the diftance of five or fix hundred miles, as the orders of the 
Lan<lroft and his council. If a man, after being fummoned, 
did not chufe to appear, there was no force in the country to 
compel him ; and they knew it would have been tiuitlefs to 
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dupatch {uch a force from the Cape. Hence murders and the 
moft atrocious crimes were committed with impunity ; and the 
only punHhment was a fentence of outlawry for contempt of 
Court ; a fentence that was attended with little inconvenience 
to the criminal, who frill continued to maintain his ground in 
fociety, as if no fuch fentence was hanging over him. It de
barred him, it is true, from making his ufual vifits to the ca
pital, but he found no difficulty in getting his bufinefs done by 
commiffion. Numberlefs inftances of this kind occurred, yet 
the f yftem remained the fame. Perhaps, indeed, it would be 
difficult to fuggeft a better, till a greater degree of population 
ihall compel the inhabitants to dwell in villages, or the limits of 
the colony be contralted into a narrower compafs. 

This extenfive fettlement, whofe dimenfions have been given 
above, is divided into four diftritl:s, namely, 

1. The diftria: of the Cape. 
2. --- of Stellenbofch and Drakenftein. 

of Zwellendam-. 
of Graaf Reynet. 

CAPB DISTJUCT. 

Of thefe the Cape diftritl: is by much the f malleft, but the 
moft populous. It may be confidered as divided into two parts; 
one confifting of the peninfula on which the Town is fituated, 
the other of the flip of land extending from the filore of Table 
Bay to the mouth of the Berg River in Saint Helena Bay, and 

x x 2 feparated 

Digitized by Google 



340 TRAVELS IN 

fc:parated from Ste11enbofch and Drakenftein, on the eaft, by the 
Little Salt River, Deep River, and Moffel Bank River, being 
about eighty miles from north to fouth, and twenty-five from 
call to weft ; containing, therefore, about two thoufand fqQare 
miles. The Cape peninfula is about thirty miles in length and 
eight in breadth, or two hundred and forty fquare miles. Ac
cording to an account of his flock, produce, and land under cul
tivation, which every man is obliged annually to give in to the 
police officers, and which is called the Opgaqff lift, it appears 
that, notwithA:anding the comparative ihort diA:ance of every 
part of the Cape diftrill: from a market, not one fifteenth part 
of the furface is under any kind of tillage. 

Cape Town is built with great regularity, the ftreets being 
all laid out with a line. The houfes are generally white-wafhed, 
and the doors and windows painted green ; are moftly two 
ftories in height, flat-roofed, with an ornament in the centre of 
the front, or a kind of pediment; a raifed platform before the 
door with a feat at each end. It confiA:s of 1145 dwelling
houfes, inhabited by about five thoufand five hundred whites 
and people of colour, and ten thoufand blacks. The firft clafs 
is compofed of thofe who fill the feveral departments of Govern
ment, the clergy, the members of the Court of Juftice, and of 
the Police. The next are a fort of gentry who, having eftates 
in the country, retail the produce of them through their flaves; 
then comes a number of petty dealers, who call themfelves mer
chants, and, laftly, the tradefmen, who carry on their feveral 
profeffions through their blacks. Many of the people of colour 
are fi1hermen. 

Befides 
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Befides the caftle and the forts, the other public buildings are, 
a large well-built barrack for 2000 men; a quadrangular build
ing, with an area in the centre, where the Government flaves 
are lodged to the number of four hundred nearly; the Re
formed Church, which is a f pacious and neat ftrucl:ure ; the 
Lutheran Church ; the town-houfe ; the Court of J uftice ; and 
a theatre. 

Towards the northern extremity of the diftricl, in that part 
of it which is called Zwart/and, there is a fmall church with a 
very neat and comfortable parfonage-houfe, garden, vineyard, 
and corn-land, but no village near it. 

The produce of the Cape peninfula is grapes, with all the 
European and many of the tropical fruits, vegetables of every 
defcription, barley for the ufe of horfes, and a f mall qµantity of 
choice wine. Of the other parts of the Cape diftricl, wheat, 
barley, pulfe, and wine. 

By a regulation of the Dutch Government, every houfebolder 
was obliged annually to give in the number of his family, the 
amount of his live flock, and the produce of his farm. As this 
had been done in a loofe and flovenly manner, and as the aug
mentation of ten thoufand fouls rendered it important to afcer
tain the means afforded by the colony for their fubfiftence, Lord 
Macartney required that, for the future, every man 1hould give 
in his ftatement upon oath. When this new regulation waa 
made, the Opgaajf, for that year, had already been taken in the 
uf ual way, but, on being repeated, the numbers, in fome articles, 
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were found to exceed thofe in the former account in a threefold 
proportion. 

The following is an abftrall: of the Opgaajf for the Cape 
diftrill: in the year 1797, when it was firft required to be given 
in on oath. 

Population. 

Men - - 1566 
Women - - 1354 
Sons - - 1451 
Daughters - - 1658 
Servants - - ~J2 

-Chrifiians 6261 
Men flavea - - 6673 
Women fiave.a - 2660 
Slave children - 2558 

-Slaves I 1,891 

Total population of the Cape diftrill: 18,152 

Of the above number of Chriftians or free people, 718 are 
perfons of colour, and one thoufand, nearly, are Europeans. 

Stock and Produce. 

Horfea (his Majefty's cavalry not included) 
Horned cattle -
Sheep and goata • - • 

8334 
20 ,951 
6i,575 
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Hoga - • 
Vine plants • 
Leggers of wine made ( each 

160 gallons) - ... 
Muids of wheat Cown in I 796, 

3464-reaped • 
Muids of barley fown in 1796, 

887-reaped -
Muids of rye fown in 1796, 

39-reaped 
~antity of land employed in 

vineyards and gardens • 
In grain - • 

758 
1,560,109 

18,819 

580 morgen 
3089 ditto 

343 

Total 3669 morgenor7338acres. 

The quantity of land occupied, as given in, amounts to 8018 
morgen, or 16,036 acres; but as land-meafuring is very little 
underftood or attended to, this part of the Opgaqff may be con• 
fidcred as incorretl'. 

The confumption of Cape Town in the fame year was, 

Headof I Head of ILW2'ers of Muids of Muids off' 
Cattle. Sheep. me. Wheat. Barley. - ' 

Army 4562 22,812 2000 10,000 19,460 
Navy 1810 9044 1000 6,000 
Inhabitants 5000 130,000 3000 16,900 10,000 -
Total confumption 11,3z.2 I 161,856 I 6000 32,900 29,460 I 
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The following table lhews the number of marriages, chriften
ings, and burials in Cape Town for eight years. 

Y cars. I Man:iagca. ---- Chrillcnings. Burial,. 

1790 130 35° 186 
1791 97 354 146 
1792 174 360 144 
1793 158 288 116 
1794 211 308 JI I 

1795 213 308 145 
1796 249 257 168 
1797 217 364 157 

In 8 years! I -
1449 2589 11 73 

Making 1416 the excefs of chriftenings above burials in eight 
years. As all marriages muft be pnformed in Cape Town the 
column of marriages are thofc in the whole colony. By com
paring the average number of deaths with the population, it 
will appear that the mortality in the Cape diftrill: is about 
'J.T'~ in the hundred. Of the flaves the mortality is rather 
more, but lefs, perhaps, than in any other country where 
flavery is tolerated. The number, as we have feen, in the CJpe 
diftrilt is 11,891; and the number of deaths, on an average of 
eight years, waa 350, which is after the rate of three in the 
hundred. 

Capital crimes in the Cape diftrilt are Iefs frequent than they 
might be fuppofed among fuch a mixed multitude, where a great 
majority have no intereft in the public profperity or tranquillity. 

The 

Digitized by Google 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 34S 

The ftrength of the garrifon contributed materially to keep the 
flaves in order; and inftances of capital crimes were lefs nu
merous under the Briti{h Government than in any former pe
riod of the fame duration for the laft thirty years. In fix years 
63 were fentenced to fuffer death, of which 30 were publicly 
executed, and the reft condemned to work at the fortifications in 
chains for life. The fentence of fuch as efcaped execution was 
not changed on account of any palliative circumftance or infuf
ficient tefiimony, but becaufe confeffion of the crime is indif
penfably neceffary to the execution of the fentence; and this 
confeffion being now no longer extorted by the application of 
the torture, moft of them perlift to deny the crime of which 
they are accufed ; preferring a life of hard labour, with a diet 
of bread and water, to an untimely death. 

\Vith ref pell: to the natural produce of the Cape diftrill:, what 
has yet been difcovered is of little or no importance, except its 
fifheries. The wax-plant grows abundantly upon the fandy 
ifihmus, but the berries are not confidered to be wonh the la
bour of gathering. The coJlecl:ing of lhells to burn into lime, 
and of heaths and other lhrubby plants for fuel, furnifh conftant 
employment for about one thoufand flaves. The great defiruc
tion of the fruitefcent plants on the Cape peninfula and the 
ifihmus will be very feverely felt in the courfe of a few years. 
The plantations of the filver-tree on that brow of Table Moun
tain which is next to the ifthmus, are experiencing the fame 
defirucl:ion for the fake of a temporary profit, ancl fo thought
Iefs, or fo indolent, are the proprietors of the land, that little 
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pains are beftowed to keep up a fucceffion of young trees. No 
further trials have yet been made for coal. 

In the firft chapter of the former volume, I fuggefted feveral 
articles that appeared to be fuitable to the climate of the Cape, 
and in the lafl chapter mentioned the fuccefs that had attended 
the trial of many of them. Since that was written I had an op
portunity, among many other Englifh gentlemen, of giving a 
fair trial to the common Lucern, the Mtdicago fativa, and. found 
it to anfwer beyond all expectation, whether thinly fown in 
drills or tra..nfplanted. It was cut down and grew again, to the 
height of eighteen inches every fix weeks throughout the years 
except in the months of July, Augufl, and September, when it 
remained nearly ftationary. Mr. Duckett, the agriculturift, 
found the common burner, Poterium Sa11guiforha, to fucceed 
equally well on dry grounds. The advantages of thefe two 
plants, as fummer food for cattle and fheep, would be incal
culable to a people who knew how to avail themfelves of them, 
and in a country where all verdure difappears for four months 
in the year. But it may be obferved, with regard to the in
troduclion of thefe and other foreign articles, that until a fuller 
population of white inhabitants fhall oblige them to habits of 
induftry, it would be in vain to expel\: any encouragement to 
additional refources, or improvement of thofe they have long 
poffcffed. 

DISTR.JCT 
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DISTRICT of STELLENBOSCH and DRAKENSTEIN. 

Stellenbofch and Drakenfiein, though one diftricl: under the 
jurifdic\:ion of one Landroft, have diftinll: Hemraaden or Coun
<:ils. After deducting the f mall difirill: of the Cape, Stellenbofch 
and Drakenfiein include the whole extent of country from 
Cape L' Aguillas, the fouthernmdl: point of Africa, to the River 
Kouffie, the northern boun<lary of the colony ; a line of 380 
miles in length ; and the mean breadth from eaft to weft is about 
150 miles, comprehending an area, after fubtrac\:ing that of the 
Cape difiria, equal to fifty-five thoufand fquare miles. Twelve 
hundrcJ families are in poffeffion of this extenfive d1ftria, fo 
that each family, on an average, has forty-fix fquare miles of 
land, a quantity more than five times that which the Dutch 
Government thought to be extenfive enough to keep the fettlers 
afunder, and fufficient to allow the houf es to ft.and at more than 
twice the regulated difiance of three miles from each other. The 
greater part, however, of this extenfive furface may be con
fidered as of little value, confifiing of naked mountains, fandy 
hills, and Karroo plains. But a portion of the remainder com
pofes the moft valuable poffeffions of the whole colony; whe
ther they be confidered as to the fertily of tl1e foil, the tempera
ture of the climate, or their proximity to the Cape, which, at 
prefent, is the only market in the colony where the farmer has 
an opportunity to dif pofe of his produce. The parts of the 
diftrilt to which I allude, are thofe divifions beginning at Falfe 
Bay and ftretching along the feet of the great chafn of moun-
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tains, on the Cape fide, as far as the mouth of the Olifants 
River. Thefe divifions are, 

1. The Drofdy of Stellenhofcb. 
2. Yonker' s Hoecl. 
3· Bange Hoeck. 
+ Klapmutz. 
5. Botttlary' s Gebergtl. 
6. Saxenberg' 1 Gebergte. 
7• Eerjle Ri-uer. 
8. Hottentot's Holland. 
9• Moddergat. 

10. Drale,ylein and its environs, confifting of 
a. Little Drakenftein. 
6. Franfche Hoeck. 
c. Paarl Village. 
d. Dall Jofephat. 
e. Waagen Maaker's Valley. 

f. Groeneberg. 
I 1. Pardeberg. 
12. Rieheell' 1 C'!f/eel. 
13. E'!fl Zwart/and. 
14. Four-and-twenlJ Rivers. 
15. Piquetherg. 
16. 0/ifonts' Ri1Jer. 

The tranfmontanc divifiona are, 

17. 'l'be Biedouw. 
18. Onder Boltiwtld. 
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19. Han/um. 
20. Kbamiefherg. 
21. Roggeveld, confifting of Upper, Middle, and Little Rog-

geveld. 
2 2. Neiuwveld and the Gbowp. 
2 J• Bolduveld, warm and cold. 
2+ lle>t River. 
25, Breede River. 
26. Gboudinee and Brandt Valley. 
27. Roode Sand or Waveren. 
2 8. Bot River. 
29. Zu,artel>erg. 
30. Drooge RugKtn1. 
31. Rfutr Zonder End. 
3 2. Uy/ Kraal. 
33. Soetendaf I Y alltJ• 

1. The drofdy of Ste/lenbofcb, or the refidence of the I.an
droft, is a very handfome village, confifting of an alfemblage of 
about feventy habitations, to moft of which are attached offices, 
out-boufes, and gardens, fo that it occupies a very c;:onfiderable 
fpace of ground. It is laid out into feveral fireets or open f paces, 
planted with oaks that have here attained a greater growth than 
in any other part of the colony, many of them not being in
ferior in fize to the largeft elms in Hyde Park. Yet, a few years 
ago, the moft beautiful of thefe trees were rooted out in order 
to raife a paltry fum of money towards the exigencies of the 
parifu ; and paltry, indeed, it was, the very fineft tree being 
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fold at the low price of 20 rix doliars, or four pounds currency, 
and mofi of them for not a fourth part of this fum. For fuch a 
l,arbarcms ac\ the vi-llagers, in fome countries, would have been 
apt to have hung both the Landroft and Hemraaden upon their 
branches. How far they were fuffered to proceed I cannot 
fay, but I faw at leaft half a hundred of thefe venerable ruins 
lying in the ftreets. 

The village is delightfully iituated at the feet of lofty moun
tains, on the banks of the Ee,jle or Firfi River, at the difiance 
of twenty-fix miles from Cape Town. In it is a fmall and 
neat church, to which is annexed a parfonage houfe with a good 
garden and very extenfive vineyard. The clergyman has a 
falary from Government of 120 /. a year, with this hotrfe, gar
den, and vineyard free of all rent and taxes, in lieu of other 
emoluments received by the clergy of Cape Town. The con
dition, therefore, of the country clergy is at leaft equal and per
haps preferable t«> that of tnofe who refide in the town. Pro
vifions of e-viery ltind are much. cheaper; they have the advantage 
of k~ng their own tattle ; Cowing their own g1ain ; planting 
vineyards and making \btir OWD w~ ; aneii, in a word, they 
poi"ef& the means of raifi.ag within themfelvcs almoQ: all ehe ne
cdfaries of life. In additi.oo to thefe advantages, if the clergy
man il.tould, have the good fortune to be popular in his diftrid, 
which, however, is no e~fy matt!er to a:ccomplifh, he is fo11e tt> 

be loaden with inefents from day to day. Nothin·g, in fuch 
cafe, is though-t too goad fov the minificr. Game of all kinds, 
fat lamb&, fruit, wine, aad otlter '' gBai things of this lifc,U 

are 
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arc continually pouring in upon him. His outgoings arc chiefly 
confined to the expence of clothing his family aud a little te& 
and fugar. 

The eftablHhment of the I.andro·ft is ftill more fumptuous. 
He has the enjoyment of a falary and emoluments that feldom 
fall iliort of 1500/. a year; a moft exceUent houfe to live in, 
p1eafantly fituated on a plain at the head of the village, befor« 
which are a couple of venerable oaks, fcarccly exceeded in Eng
land ; and an extenfive garden and orchard, well planted with 
every kind of fruit, and a vineyard. 

Moft of the grounds in or near the village are what they call 
Eigendoms or freeholds, though they are held by a fmall recog
nizance to Government, but they are totally different from 
loan-farms, which a.re the ufual kind of tenure in the colony. 
and of which we !hall have occafion to fpeak hereafter. 

2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. Jonlur's Hoeck, Bange Hoeck, Klapmutz, 
Bottelary's Gehergte, Sa~enbe,g's Geoergt!, Ee,jle River, Hotten
tot's Holland, and Moddergat, are fmall divifions furrounding 
the drofdy, and lying between it and Falfe Bay. They confift 
chiefly of freehold eftates, and produce wine, brandy, fruit, 
freili butter, poultry, and a variety of articles for the Cape 
market, and for the fupply of {hipping whilft they continue to 
lie in Simon's Bay. They yield, alfo, a fmall quantity of corn, 
but this .trtide without manure, or a better fyftem of tillage, is. 
fcarcely worth the labour of cultivating fo near the Cape, where 
they can employ the land to better advantage. The bofi farm 
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at Klapmutz was granted in loan to Mr. Duckett, the Englilh 
agriculturifi, for the purpofc of making his experiments, for the 
inftruclion of the African boors. 

10. Drakmjlein and its environs confift of a fertile tracl: of 
country, fituate at the feet of the great chain of mountains, 
at the dHl:ancc of 30 to 40 miles from the Cape. The whole 
extenfive valley of Drakenftein is well watered by the Berg 
River and its numerous branches; the foil is richer than in moft 
parts of the colony, and the 1heltered and warm fituation is par .. 
ticular1y favourable to the growth of the vine and different kinds 
of fruit. 

a. This fubdivifion of Little Drakenftein occupies the middle 
of the valley, and contains many fubftantial farms, moft of them 
freeho1d property; in faa, the two Drakenfteins and the next 
fubdivifion f upply two-thirds of the wine that is brought to the 
Cape market. 

b. Franfche Hoeck, or the French Corner, is fituated in the 
fouth-eaft angle of the valley among the mountains, and took 
its name from the French refugees having fettled there, when 
they fled to this country after the revocation of the edicl: of 
Nantz. To thefe people the colony is indebted for the intro
dullion of the vine. The eftates here are moftly freehold pro
perty, and produce little clfe than wine and fruits. 

e. The village of the Paarl is fituated at the foot of a hill that 
iliuts in the Valley of Drakenftein on the weft fide. It confifts 
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of about thirty habitations dif po fed in a line, but fo far detached 
from each other, with intermediate orchards, gardens, and 
vineyards, as to form a ftreet from half a mile to a mile in 
length. About the middle of this ftreet, on the eaft fide, ftands 
the church, a neat octagonal building covered with thatch; and 
at the upper end is a parfonage houfe, with garden, vineyard, 
and fruit-groves ; and a large tract of very fine land. No at
tention feems to have been omitted by Government in providing 
comfortably for the country clergy. The blocks of granite, 
the paarl and the diamond, that overhang this village, arc par
ticularly noticed in the fecond chapter of the firft volume. 

d. e. Dall Jofephat and \Vaagen-maaker's Valley are two 
fmall dales enclofed between the billy projections that branch 
out towards the north or upper end of the valley of Draken
fiein ; the heft oranges, as well as the beft peaches, and other 
fruit, are faid to be produced in thefe dales; and the wines are 
among the firft in quality. 

f. Groeneberg is the largeft of thefe projell:ing hills that run 
acrofs the northern extremity of the valley, and the foil is pro
ductive in fruit, wine, and corn. 

The whole valley~ comprehending the above fubdivifions, is 
comparatively fo well inhabited, that few animals, in a ftate of 
nature, are now to be found upon it. Of hares, however, there 
is no fcarcity ; and two f pecies of buftards, the red-winged 
and the common partridge, and quails. are in great plenty. 
The Klip-fpringer antelope, and the reebok are plentiful in the 
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mountains, :t!ld du;ker1, greffook1, andjleenbolu not very (carce 
among the hills towards the northern extremity of the valley. 
The inhabitants are alfo annoyed with wolves, hya:nas, and 
j,ackalls, which delceud in the nights from the neighbouring 
mountains. 

1 r. Paardeh1rg, or the Horfe Mot1ntain, fo called' from the 
number of wild horfes or zebras that formerly frequented it, is 
a continuation of the Paarl Mountain to the northward. The 
produce of the farms is chiefly confined to wheat, which, with 
a fprinkling of manure, or a couple of years reft, or by fallow
ing, wiU yield from fifteen to twenty fold. They cultivate, 
alfo, barley and pulfe, but have few horfes or cattle beyond what 
are neceffary for the purpofes of hufbandry. 

12. Rieliecl'1 Cq/leel, or the Caftle of Van Riebeck, may be 
eonfidered as a prolongation of the Paardeberg, terminating to 
the northward in a high rocky f ummit. It took its name from 
the founder of the colony having travelled to this diftance from 
the Cape, which is about fixty miles, and which, in that eatly 
period of the fcttlement, was aa far as it was confidered fafe to 
proceed, on account of the numerous natives, whofe race has 
now almoft difappeared from the face of the eanh. The pro
c!ucc ia the fame aa that of the farms of the laft divifion, 
in both of which there are as many loan-farms as freehold 
eftates. 

13, 14- Eajl Zwart/and and 'Iwentj-fa11r Rfoer1. Thefe two 
,;.viuons confift of wide extended plains, firetching, in width, 
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from the Berg River to the great chain of mountains, and to 
the Picquet Berg, in length, to the northward. They are con
fidered as the granaries of the colony. The crops, however, 
in Zwartland, are as uncertain as the rains, on which, indeed. 
their fuccefs almoft entirely depends. In the Four-and-twent-y 
Rivers the grounds are capable of being irrigated by the nun1-
berlefs ftreamlets that iffue from the great chain of mountain,, 
in their courfe to the Berg River. Many of thefe, in their pro
grefs over the plain, form large tracl:s of fwampy ground that 
have been found to produce very fine rice. Wheat, barley, 
and pulfe are the principal articles that are cultivated in thefc 
two divifions, but they have plenty of fruit, and make a little 
wine for their own family ufe. Should the Bay of Saldanha, at 
any future period, become the general rendezvous of {hipping, 
thefe two divifions will be more valuable than all the refl of the 
colony. 

15. The Picquet Berg terminates the plains of the Four-and
twenty Rivers to the northward. Here, befides corn and fruit, 
the inhabitants rear horfes, horned cattle, and iheep. And 
from hence, alfo, is fent to the Cape market a confiderable quan
tity of tobacco, which has the reputation of being of the heft 
quality that Southern Africa produces. 

16. Olifant' t River is a fine clear ftream, flowing through a 
narrow valley, hemmed in between the great chain of moun
tains and an inferior ridge called the Cardouw. This valley, 
being interfecled by numerous rills of water from the moun
tains on each fide., is extremely rich and fertile ; but the great 
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dillance (rom the Cape, and the bad roads over the Ca.rdouw, 
hold out little encouragement for the farmer to extend the cul
tivation of grain, fruit, or wine, beyond the neceffary fupply of 
his own family. Dried fruit is the principal anicle they fend to 
market, after the fupplies, which they fumilh, of horfes, horned 
cattle, and ilieep. The country on each fide of the lower part 
of the river is dry and barren, and for many miles from the 
mouth entirely uninhabited. A cbalybeate f pring of hot water, 
of the temperature of 108° of Fahreoheit's Scale, flows in a 
very confiderable ftream out of the Cardouw Mountain into 
the Olifant's River. And a bathing-houfe is creeled over the 
fpring. 

All the {mailer kinds of antelopes, jackalls, hares, and part
ridges, are very abundant in the four Jaft-mentioned divifions. 

Thefe divifions of Stellenbofch and Drakenfteio, above enu
merated, lie on the weft or Cape fide of the great chain of 
mountains, and comprehend the moft valuable portion of the 
colony. The tranfmontane divifions of Stellenbofch are, 

17. The Biedouw, which is the flanting fide of the great 
mountains behind the Olifant's River, a cold, elevated, rugged 
tr.alt of country, covered with coppice wood, and very thinly 
inhabited. The ftock of the farmers confifts of lheep and homed 
cattle. 

18. Onder Boldlroeld is the elevated flat f unace of a Table 
Mountain, whofe fides on the weft and north are high and al
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moft perpendicular rocks, piled on each other in horizontal ftrata 
like thofe of Table Mountain at the Cape ; but it defceods with 
a gentle flope to the eaftward, and terminates in Karroo plain&. 
The gratfes on the fommit are fhort but f wcet, and the f mall 
fhrubby plants are excellent food for iheep and goats. The 
horfes, alfo, of this divifion, are among the heft which the colony 
produces, and the cattle, as is the cafe in all the mountainous 
fituations, thrive very well. In fome of the valleys, where the 
grounds will admit of irrigation, the common returns of wheat 
are forty, and of barley fixty, for one, without any reft for 
twenty years, without fallowing, and without manure. In 
fuch fituations the foil is deeply tinged with iron, and abounds 
with matfes of the fame kind of iron-ftone which I have already 
mentioned. 

The Spring-bok, or the fpringing antelope, once fo abundant 
in this divifion, as to have been the caufe of its name, is now 
but an occafional vifitor, and feen only in fmall herds of a few 
hundreds. Steenholu and o,-hies and g,-id!Joks are ftill plentiful 
and large. The korhanes or buftards, of three fpecies, and hares 
are fo plentiful that they were continually among the horfea 
feet in riding over the country. On the Karroo plains, clofe 
behind the Bokkeveld, are found the two large f pecies of ante
lope, the eland and the gemjbol, but their numbers are rapidly 
diminifhing in confequence of the frequent excurfions of the 
farmers on purpof e to fhoot them ; not fo much for the fake 
of their fleili, which,. however, is exce]lent, but for their fkins 
alone. 

19- The 
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1-g. The Bantam is a Tab1e Mountain, riling from the fur
face of the Bokkeveld Mountain, on its eaftern extremity, and 
is funounded by a number of farms that receive a Cupply of 
water from -rills iff uing out of the bafe of the mountain. Horfea 
and cattle are the produce of the Hantam, and the former have 
been found to efcape a :very fatal difeafe that is prevalent over 
the whole colony, by being fent upon the fummit of the Han
tam Mountain. The inhabitants of this divifion are liable to 
the depredations of the Bosjefman's Hottentots, againft whom 
-they make regular -expeditions in the fame manner aa from the 
Sneuwberg. 

20. The Kbamies Berg is a clufter of mountains fituated in 
the middle of the country that formerly was inhabited by the 
Namaaqua Hottentots, at the cliftance of fi•e days' journey 
north-weft from the Hantam, over a dry fandy defert almoft 
deftitute of water. This clufter of mountains being the heft, 
and, indeed, almoft the only habitable part of the Namaaqua 
.country, has been taken poff"effion of by the wandering pea
fantry, who, to the advantage of a good grazing country, bad 
the additional inducement of fettling there from the eafy means 
of increafing their ftock of 1heep from the herds of the native 
Hottentots, who, indeed, are now fo reduced and fcattered 
among the Dutch farms as fcarcely to be confidered aa a diftinct 
tribe of people. 

The copper mountains commence where the Kha.miefberg 
ends, the whole furface of which is faid to be covered with 
malachite, or the carbonate of copper, and cupreous pyrites. 
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But the ores of thefe mountains, however· abundant, and how
ever rich,. are of no great value on account of the total want of 
every kind of fuel to f melt them, as well as-of their very great 
diftance from the Cape, and from there being. neither bay nor ri
ver where they could be put on board of coafting veffels. In the 
Khamiefberg is alfo found, in larg.e blocks, that beautiful f pecies 
ef ftone to which mineralogifts have given the name of Prehnite.. 

~ 1. Upper, Middle-, and Little Roggevelds, or rye-gl'afs coun
triest are the fummit-of a long extended Table Mountain, whofe 
weftern front rifes out of the Karroo plains behind the Bokke
veld, almoft perpendicularly, to the height of two or three 
thoufand feet. Stretching to the eaftward this fummit becomes 
more broken into inequalities of furface, and rifes at length into 
the mountains of Nieuweld, the Camdeboo,. and the Sneuwberg, 
which may be confidered as one extended chain. The great 
elevation of the Roggeveld, and its being furrounded by Karroo 
plains, make the temperature in winter fo cold, that for four 
months in the year the inhabitants are under the neceffity of 
defcending to the feet of the mountains with their horfes, cattle, 
and ilieep. The ftrongeft and largeft breed of horfes in the 
whole colony is that of the R.oggeveld •. 

z2. Nieuweld and I.be Gboup are continuations of the Rogge
veld Mountain, and join the divifions bearing the fame name 
in the diftrid of Graaf Reynet. They have lately been de
ferted on account of the number of Bosjefman Hottentots dwel
fing clofe behind them .. 
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~3, 24- Warm and Cold Bokkeveld and Hex River, arc a chain 
of valleys lying clofe behind the great mountains, confifting of 
meadow-land abundantly fupplied with water, and appear as if 
they had once been lakes. They are thinly inhabited, and 
every kind -0f cultivation almoft totally neglected. 

25. Breede River is to the fouthward of the Hex River, and 
extends to the borders of the Zwellendam diftrkl. It is pro
ductive in corn, and the part called Bosjefoeld, or the heathy 
country, is favourable for iheep and cattle. 

26. Ghoudinie and Brandt Valley are two f mall valleys clofc 
behind the Franfche Hoeck, extremely rich, and well watered. 
Through the Brandt Valley runs a ftream of hot water, whofe 
temperature at the fpring is 150• of Fahrenheit's Scale. With 
this ftream feveral thoufand acres of meadow-ground are capa• 
b1e of being flooded. 

27. Roode Sand or Waveren is an extenfive divifion behind 
the mountains of Drakenftein, and produces abundance of grain. 
pu1fe, fruits, and wine. The pafs of Roode Sand is the only 
waggon-road into this divifion, and is diftant from Cape Town 
about feventy miles. In this divifion there is a fmall neat church, 
and a very comfortable parfonage-houfe, with extenfive vine
yards, orchards, garden, and arable land ; and contiguous to the 
church is a row of houfes, the number of which has lately in
creafed. 
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28, 29, 30, 31. Boll Rfoer, Zwarle Berg, Drooge Raggens, 
and Ri'Ver Z onder End are interpofed between Hottentot Hol
lands Kloof and the borders of Zwellendam; the chief produce 
of which is corn and cattle, with a fmall -quantity of wine of an 
inferior quality, cultivated chiefly for the fupply of the more 
diftant parts of the colony. 

32, 33. Uy/ Kraal and Soetendafs Valley are two divifions 
ftretching along the fea-coaft from Hanglip, the eaft point of 
Bay Falfe, to the mouth of the Breede River, beyond Cape 
L' Aguillas~ comprehending ex~ellent corn-lands and good gra
zing ground for horfes. The fmaller kinds of antelopes are 
very abundant, as are alfo hares, partridges, and buftards ; and 
towards the Cape L' Aguillas are a few Zebras, Harte/Jedfs, and 
Bontebolu. 

The greater part or this extenfive diftrict, beyend the moun
tains, confifls of loan-farms, as that oil the Cape fide is chiefly 
compofed of freehold eftates. The population and produce 
-were afcertained from the OpgaafF lift being taken on oath in 
the year 1798, and were as follows : 

Men 
Women 
Sons 

Population. 

1970 
11 99 

Daughters • -
1845 
1818 

Servants and people of colour 

TOL. 11. 

Carried over 

JA 

424 

Chriftiana 7256 
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- Brought over 
7211 
3411 

Slaves and people of colour 81 -
Slavea ro,703 

To thefe may be added> Hottentott in the white 
diftricl:, about - - - 5000 

Total population of Stellenbofch and Drakenftein 22,959 

Stoel and Produce-. 

Horiea - - - :22,661 
Horned cattle - - • 59,567 
Sheep - - - 451,695 
Wine plants - - J 1,500,000 

Leggers of wine in 1797 - 79 14 
Muids of corn - - 77,o63 
- ofbarley - - 32,872 
- of rye .. - 2053 

~antity of land under cultivation in vineyards and grain,. 
19,573 morgen, or 39,146 EngliJh acres. 

DISTRICT OF ZWELLENDAM. 

The diftricl: of Zwellendam is that tract of country which 
lies upon the fea-coaft between the Breede River on the weft, 
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and Camtoos River on the eaft, and extends northerly to the 
fecond chain of mountains called the Zwarte Berg or Black 
Mountains. Its length is about 380, and breadth 60, miles, 
-comprehending an area of I 9,200 fquare miles, which is oc
cupied by 480 families, fo that each family, on an average, 
has forty fquare miles of land. This ia more than four times 
the quantity affigned to each loan-farm by the Government. 
Except in the drofdy the whole diftrill: is compofed of loan• 
lands, and may be confidered to confift of the following di
vifions. 

1. The Drofdy or Village of Z wellendam. 

2. TIM: Country between the Drqfdy and Gauritz River, named 
according to the -rivers that crofs it. 

3. Cango. 
4. Zwarte Berg. 
5. 'Irada. 
6. Mojfel Bay. 
7. Autiniequas Land. 
8. Plettenberg's BaJ• 
9· O/ifant's Rfoer. 

I o. Kamnaqfie. 
11. Lange Kloof. 
12. Siijikamma. 

1. The Drofdy of Zwellendam it fituated at the foot of the 
firf.l: chain of mountains that runs eaft and weft or parallel to the 
fea-coaft, and is diftant from Cape Town about one hundred 
and forty miles. It is compofed of about thirty houfes, fcat-
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tered irregularly over a fmall but fertile valley, down the middle 
of which runs a plentiful ftream of water. At the head of the 
valley ftands the houfe of the Landroft, to which is annexed a 
large garden well flocked with a variety of fruits, and a f pacious 
vineyard; the whole enclofed and planted with oaks and other 
trees. In the middle of the village a large church has lately 
been erected, which is the only place of worLhip in the whole 
diftria. 

~. This divifion comprehends the whole traa of country that 
lies between the Gauritz River and the drofdy, and is well 
watered by a number of ftreams Hfuing from the mountains, 
upon the banks of which the farm-houfea in general are placed. 
The produce of thefe is corn, wine, and cattle, but few fheep ; 
the whole diftria of Zwellendam being, unfavourable to thia 
animal, except the three following divifions. 

3, 4, S• Cango, Zwarle Berg, and Trada, are Karroo plains, 
fituated between the firft and fecond chains of mountains, but 
being well watered by the mountain ftreams, contain fertile 
patches of ground. The great diftance, however, from the 
Cape, and the exceffive bad roads, operate againft an extenfive 
tillage. On thefe plains are an abundance of o(lriches, herds of 
~achas, Zebras, and Hartebeef/1. Bel,ind the firft chain of 
mountains, in thefe divifions, are two hot fprings of chalybeate 
water. 

6. Mojfel Bay divifion, fometimes called the Droogeveldt, or 
Dry Country, extends from the Gauritz River to the Great 
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Brakke River that falls into MofTcl Bay. The furface is hilly 
and compofed of a light fandy foil, which, when the rains are 
favourable, is fufficiently fertile in corn. The only natural pro
duct in the vegetable kingdom, that is ufeful as an article of 
commerce, is the aloe, but the heathy plants along the fea-fhore 
are more favourable for lheep than in the other parts of this 
divifion. The lhores of the bay and the fea-coaft abound with 
excellent oyfters; and mufcles are equally plentiful, but they 
are very large, and of a ilrong flavour; and the mouths of all 
the rivers contain plenty of good fifh. The bay itfelf has al• 
ready been defcribed. 

7. A11tinitqua1 Land is the next divifion to Molfel Bay along 
the fea-coaft, and extends as far eaftward as the Kayman's 
River. The Dutch Government referved to itfelfabout twenty 
thoufand acres, which is nearly half the divifion, of the fineft 
land, without exception, in the whole colony, being a level 
meadow always covered with grafs. The mountains approach
ing near the fea, and being covered with large foreft trees, at
tra~ the vapours and caufe a confiderable quantity of rain to 
fall in the Autiniequas Land in the fummer months. The over
feer calculated that the land held by Government in this divifion 
was fully fufficient for the maintenance of a thoufand horfes, a 
thoufand head of cattle, and for raifing annually ten thoufand 
muids of corn. 

8. Plttltnbtrg'1 Bay divifion begins at the Kayman~s River, 
and continues to the inacceffible forefts of Sitfikamma. The 
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whole of this tract of country is extremely beautiful, agreeably 
divedified by hill an<l dale, and lofty forefts. ,vithin feven 
miles of the bay are large timber trees, and the furface is almoft 
as level as a bowling-green, over which the feveral roads are 
carried. The peafantry, who inhabit this diftrilt, are moftly 
wood-cutters, and they earn a very hard fubfiftence. The great 
diftance from the Cape, being 400 miles of bad road, leaves them 
little profit on a load of timber, when fold at the deareft rate in 
the Cape market, fo little, indeed, that they prefer to dif pofe of 
it at the bay for a mere trifle. Plank of thirteen or fourteen 
inches wide, and inch thick, may be purchafed on the fpot at 
the rate of threepence the foot in length. 

The bark of feveral of the creeping plants in the forefts might 
be employed as fubftitutes for hemp. The iron ores near the 
bafe of the mountains might be worked by clearing the wood, of 
which th~re is an inexhauftib1e fupply. The timber is, un
doubtedly, fuitable for many purpofes, notwithftanding the 
prejudices that have been entertained againft it very unde
fervedly, and very ignorantly, becaufe about one-eighth part 
only of the different kinds have ever undergone a trial, and thefe 
few by no means a decifive one. The climate is trying for the 
heft timber; and Englifh oak even gives way much fooner here 
than in its native country, by the alternate expofure to wet wea
ther, dry winds, and fcorching fun. Where fuch expofure has 
been guarded againft, one of the fiighteft Cape woods, the geel 
bout or yellow wood, has been known to ftand a hundred years 
without £hewing fymptoms of decay. 

The 
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The native trees of the Cape are many of them of quick 
growth, and advance to a large fize, but they are much twifted 
and fhaken by the wind, and generally hollow at heart. Many, 
however, are perfectly found, and every way fuitable for baulk,. -rafters, joifts, and plank, but, I again repeat it, they have never 
yet met with a fair trial. The bay has already been noticed,. 
as has alfo the Knyfna, which is in this diflricl:, and clofer to
the forefts than even the bay itfe1£ 

9. Olifa111' s Rfoer runs at the foot of the fecond chain of 
mountains or the Zwarteberg to the weftward, and falls into the 
Gauritz River. The foil is Karroo, and ftrongly tinged with 
iron, and as in fome placers there is plenty of water, vegetation 
here is remarkably luxuriant. At each extremity of this divi
fion are hot fprings of chalybeate water, the temperature from. 
98" to 110° of Fahrenheit's fcale. The inhabitants cultivate the 
vine for home conf umption, and diftil from peaches, as well as 
from grapes, an ardent f pirit. But the articles brought to the 
Cape market are chiefly butter and foap. The fa!fola grows 
here much more luxuriantly than I have feen it in any other 
part of the colony. The mimoja Karroo grows alfo along the 
vaBey, through which the river flows, to a very large fize, and 
produces a great quantity of gum-arabic ; the bark too is fuperior 
to that of oak for tanning leather. Small antelopes and hares 
are fufficiently plentiful, and the beautiful koodoo. is fometimes 
fuot among the groves of mimofas. Leopards, tyger cats, and 
different fpecies of the 11iverra genus, as alfo the river otter, are 
not uncommon along the wooded banks of the Olifant or Ele
phants' River. 

10. Kam-
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to. Kamnaajic is a rough hilly trall: of country { urrounding 
a high mountain fo called, fituate between the Olifant's River 
.and the Kange Kloof. The inhabitants are comparatively poor 
and few. 

11. Lange Kloof is the long pafs which has been particularly 
noticed in the fecond chapter. 

12. Si!Jikamma commence& at Plettenberg's Bay, and continues 
along the fea-coaft to the Camtoos River. It is chiefly covered 
with impenetrable forefis, on the eaft of which, however, 
there are extenfive plains equally good for the cultivation of 
grain and the grazing of cattle. No direfl road has yet been 
made through the forefts along the fea-coaft, fo as to be paffable 
by waggomi, but the inhabitants are obliged to go tound by 
the Lange Kloof. They bring little to the Cape market on 
their annual vifit, except falted butter and foap. In the forcfis 
of Sitfikamma are elephants, buffaloes, and rhinofcerofes ; and 
on the plains the large bartebe!fl and ltsodoo antelopes, befides 
an abundance of f mall game. 

The population and produce of Zwellendam, as afcer
tained by the Opgaaff, taken on oath in the year 1798, are as 
follows: 

Population. 
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Population. 

Sons - 971 
Daughters - 987 
Servants and free people of colour 300 

Chriftians 3967 
Men fiaves 
\Vomen flaves 
Slave children 
Hottentots in the fervice of the pea-

fantry, on a calculation 500 

Slaves and Hottentots 2696 

Total population of Zwellendam 6663 -
Stoel and Product. 

Horfes - - - 9,o49 
Horned cattle 52,376 
Sheep 154,99 2 
Leggers of wine made 220 ... 

t. 

Muids of wheat reaped in 1797 - - 16,720 

- ofbarley } -- of rye 
• • 10 ,554 

VOL, 11, JB DISTRICT 
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DISTRICT OF GRAAF REYNET. 

The diA:rid: of Graaf Reynet extends to the eaftem extremity 
of the colony. The Great FHh River, the Tarka, the Bam
bofberg, and the Zuureberg divide them from the Kaffers on 
the eaft; the Camtoos River, the Gamka or Lions' River, and 
Nieuwveld Mountains, from the diftricl:s of Zwellendam and 
Stellenbofch on the weft ; Plettenberg Landmark; the Great 
Table Mountain, and the Kaneeb~rg from the Bosjefman Hot
tentots on the north ; and it is terminated by the f ea-coaft on 
the fouth. The mean length and breadth of this dHlrid: may 
be about 250 by 160 miles, making an area of 40,000 fquare 
miles, which is peopled by about 700 families; confequendy 
each family may command 57 fquare miles of ground, which 
is more than fix times the quantity regulated by Government. 
Great part, however, has been occafionally abandoned on ac
count of incurfions made both by the Kaffers and Bosjefmans. 
The inhabitants, indeed, are a fort of Nomades, and would long 
before this have penetrated with their flocks and herds far be
yond the prefent boundaries of the colony, had they not met 
with a bold and fpirited race of people in the Kaffers, who re
fifted and effectually repelled their encroachments on that fide. 
Their perfecution of the Hottentots in their employ has at 
length rouzed this people, alfo, to make an effort for their for
mer independence. Should they fucceed, and it is their own 
fault if they do not, for it appears they are fuperior in point 
of numbers, and much fo in courage, the whole or the greateft 
part of the diftricl: of Graaf Reynet muft, in confequence, be 
abandoned by the Dutch African peafantry. 

The 
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The boors of this diftricl: are entirely graziers ; few attempt
ing to put a plough or a fpade into the ground, except in Zwart 
Kop's Bay, or in fome parts of the Sneuwberg, preferring a 
life of complete indolence and a diet of animal food to the com
fort of procuring a fupply of daily bread, and a few vegetables, 
by a very trifling degree of exertion. In Sneuwberg, indeed, 
the depredations of the locufta are difcouraging to the cultivator, 
as the odds are great he reaps nothing, while this devouring in
fell remains in the country. About the drofdy, alfo, they 
cultivate a little grain, which they exchange with the grazier 
for theep and cattle. 

The diftrill of Graaf Reynet is entirely compofed of loan
farms, and it is divided as foUows: 

1. The Drefdy. 
2. Sneuwberg, confifting of three parts. 
3. Swager, Hoeck. 
4- Bruynijes Hoogtl. 
5. Camdeboo. 
6. Z warle Ruggens. 
7. Zwarle Kop's River. 
8. Zuure Veldt. 
9· Bosjefman's River. 

10. Tarka. 
11. Sea.cow River aud Rhinofcerrfl,erg. 
12. Zwarte Berg. 
J 3. Nieuwveld and the Ghowp. 
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1. The Drofdy, or refidence of the Landroft, ia a ftnaU til
lage in the centre of the diftrid, and rather more than 500 
miles from Cape Town. It confifta in about a dozen mud
boufes covered with thatch. That of the Landroft is of the 
fame defcription, to which is annexed a garden and vineyard; 
but the grapes here feldom come to perfedion, on account of 
the cold blafts from the Snowy Mountains, at the feet of which 
the village is fituated. The land is red Karroo, and uncom. 
monly fertile where the Sunday River can be brought to Hood 
it. I obferved here feventy diftinll ftems from one fingle 
grain of corn. 

Under the idea of civilizing the rude boors of this diftrid, 
Lord Macartney made fuitable provifion for a clergyman, and 
the foundation was laid for a large church. Long, however, 
before the outer walls were built, they thought fit to expel the 
clergyman that had been fent down to them ; and the build
ing was only juft finifhed when the Engli1h evacuated the 
place. 

2. Voor, Middle, and Agler Sneuwberg, the fore, middle, and 
pofterior Snowy mountains may be confidered as the grand 
nurfery of theep and horned cattle, particularly of the former. 
Of thefe many families are in poffeffion of Hocks from two to 
five thoufand. Between the people of thefe divifions and the 
Bosjefman Hottentots there is a perpetual warfare, which is im
prudently fomented by the former making prifoners for life of 
the children they take from the latter. 

In 
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In no part of the colony are fuch immenfe flocks of the 
Jpringbok as in the divifions of the Snowy Mountains. Five 
thoufand in one group are confidered only as a moderate quan
tity, ten, twelve, or fifteen thoufand being fometimes found 
afrembled together, efpecially when they are about to migrate 
to fome other part of the country. The bontebof, the eland, the 
bartebeyl, and the Ktmjbok are alfo plentiful, and fmall game in 
vaft numbers. On the banks of the FHh River are two wells 
of hepatized water, of the temperature of 88° of Fahrenheit's 
fcale. They are confidered to be efficacious in healing fprain~ 
and bruifes, and favourable to rheumatic complaints, to which 
the great changeablenefs of the climate renders the inhabitants 
fubjell:. In feveral of the mountains of this divifion are alfo 
found, adhering to the fandftone rocks, large plates of native 
nitre, from half an inch to an inch in thicknefs, but not in quan
tities fufficient to make it an object of attention as an article of 
commerce. 

3. Swaager's Hotel is a fmall divifion within the mountains 
at the head of Bruyntjea Hoogte, tolerably well watered and 
fertile in grain, which, however, is very fparingly cultivated. 

+ Bn,Jntju Hoogte lies upon the banks of the Great Fi1h 
River, and is confidered as the heft divifion in the whole dillricl: 
for horfes and horned cattle, and equally fuitable for the cultiva
tion of grain and fruits; but the enormous diftance from any 
market holds out no encouragement to the farmer to fow more 
grain than is neceffary for family ufe, and many of them take 

I not 
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not the trouble of fowing any. The htfch /Jol and pigmy an
telope are common in this diftrict ; and buffaloes and rhi
nofcerofes haunt the thickets upon the banks of the Great Fifh 
River. 

All the difturbances of Graaf Reynet have originated in this 
divifion. Its proximity to the Kaffers held out an irrefiftible 
temptation to the boors to wage war againft them for the fake 
of plundering them of their cattle ; yet none of the boors are in 
better circumfiances than thofe of Bruyntjes Hoogte. The very 
man who was moft altive in promoting a Kaffer war, according 
to his Opgaajf, had between 800 and 900 head of cattle, and 
more than 8000 iheep, all of which, in their late difturbancea 
with the KafFers, he very defervedly loft. 

5. Cam de/Joo extends along the feet of the Snowy Mountains, 
from the drofdy to Bruyntjes Hoogte, and is chiefly compofed 
of Karroo plains, which, however, are extremely fertile in the 
chaf ms down which the ft reams of the mountains conftantly 
flow. The oxen are large and ftrong, and the ibeep little in
ferior to thofe of the Snowy Mountains. The beautiful animal 
the gnoo is frequently feen bounding over the plains of Cam
deboo, and Jpringholu and barttbtef/1 are very plentiful. 

6. Z warte Ruggens is a rough ftoney tratl: of country to the 
fouthward of Camdcboo, very fcantily fupplied with water, aod 
producing little except fucculent plants, among which are two 
or three f peciea of cuphorbia, Few families are found in this 

divifion, 
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clivifion, but here and there in the neighbourhood of the Sun
day River, which runs through it. The cattle and {beep are 
fmall, but generally in good condition, notwithftanding the ap
p~rent fcarcity, I might almoft fay total abfence, of grafs. 

1~ Zwarte Kop's River is a fertile and extenfive divifion, 
lying to the fouthward of the Zwarte Ruggens, and is capable 
of producing an abundant fupply of grain, convenient to be de
livered at a trifling expence at the bay, which we have already 
had occafion to notice. About fifteen miles to the weftward of 
the bay are large forefts of timber trees, near which there ia 
every appearance of a rich mine of lead, as I particularly no
ticed in the former volume. I had occafion alfo to fpeak of 
the falt lake near the bay, and the plentiful fupply of that ar
ticle which it produces. Wax from the myrica cerijera and 
aloes might be furnifhed by this divifion as articles of com
merce. 

S. Z11ure Veldt is an extenfive plain country ftretching from 
the Sunday River in Zwart Kop'a Bay to the Great :Fifu River, 
and is the fame kind of good arable or pafture land as the plains 
of the Autiniqu.11 divifion in Zwellendam, but it is now exclu
fively in the poffeffion of the KafFers, from whom, indeed, it 
was originally taken forcibly by the boors. The great chafms 
towards the fea-coaft, that arc filled with thickets, abound in 
elephants and buffaloes ; and in the Great FHh River are occa,
fionally, at leaft, a few of the hippopotamus or river horfe. 
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9. D0Jjefinan'1 River joins the Zuure Veld to the 11ortb1rard. 
tnd is a dry hilly country without any vel'11ute, e1tcept in -the 
hollows. It is thinly inhabited. 

I o. The Tarka is a fmall divifion at the north-eaftern ex
tremity of the colony, almoft entirely deferted on account of its 
proximity to feveral hordes of Boajef man Hotten tots. It was 
in the mountains that terminate this divilion that I found the 
drawing of the unicorn on the caverns. The /Jonte!Jok, the 
eland, and the gnoo are common in the Tarka. 

11. Sea-cow Rfoer and Rhi11qftenfherg lie to the northward of 
the Snowy Mountains, and confift of detached hills riling out of 
extenfive plains, and are well covered with grafs. All kinds of 
game are particularly abundant in thefe divifions, and there is 
fcarcely a fpecies of antelope within the limits of the colony that 
may not be met with here. The inhabitants are in a ftate of 
perpetual warfare with the Bosjefmans, and are frequently 
obliged to defert this part of the country. 

12. Z warte Berg ia a portion of the mountain o( the fame 
name in the diftrict of Zwetlendam, to which, indeed, this alfo 
ought properly to belong. Sheep and horned cattle are the chief 
produce of the farmers. 

13. Nieu'Wveldt and the Ghowp are alfo portions of the moun
tains of the fame names, in the Stellenbofch diftrilt, and extend 
from thence to the Sneuwberg. They arc occafionally deferted 
on account of the incurfions of the Bosjefman Hottentots. 

The 
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The OpgaafF lift taken on oath at the drofdy of Graaf Reynet, 
in the year 1798, was as follows : 

Men 
Women 

Population. 

Sons 1170 

Daughters 1138 
Servants, fchool-mafters with their 

families 189 
Perfons of colour and their families 136 

Men flaves 
Women flaves 
Slave children 

- Chriftians 4262 
44S - 33° 

• 189 -
Slaves 

Hottentots in the whole diftrill: ( taken in 
the Opgaaff) - • 

Total population of Graaf Reynet 

Horfes 
Homed cattle 
Sheep 

VOL. II. 

Stock and Produce. 

3c 
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Legp:ers of wine made 
Muids of wheat reaped 1797 
- ofbarley 

187,r.,. 
11,283-;-
5,193.~ 

ToT,\L AMOUNT of the OpgaafT Lifts of the four Diftrias,. 
being the exact State of the Population, Stoel, and Produce of 
the whole Colony (the Britifh Army and Navy, and Britifh 
Settlers not included) in the Year J 798. 

Population. Cape. Zwcllcndam. Stcllcnbofch. Graaf Rcrnct. Total3. -- -- -
Chriftiana 6261 3967 ,-256 4262 21,746 
Slaves I 1,R91 2196 10,703 964 25,754 
Hotten tots 500 5000 8947 14,447 -
Total J 8, I 52 6663 22,959 14,173 61,947 - --
Stock and produce 
Horfea 8334 9o49 22,661 7392 47,436 
Heads of cattle ~o,957 52,376 59,567 I 18,306 251,206 
Sheep 61,575 154,992 451,695 780,274 1,448,536 
Hogs 758 758 
Wine plants 1,560,109 11,500,oeo 13,060,109 
Leggers of wine 786½ 220! 79 14 I 87-r\ 9-108/-g 
Muida of wheat 32,962 16,720 77,063 11,283½ 138,0281 
-of barley 18,819 10,554 31,872 s•93l 67,438¼ 
--of rye 529 2051 2512 

TENURES OF LANDS. 

The Dutch Government having obtained a tract of country 
from the Hottentots, at firft by purchafe and extended after
wards by force, made grants of land to the fettlers on the four 
following tenures : 

J. Loan 
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r. Loan lands. 
2. Gratuity lands. 
3. ~it rents. 
4- Frttbold1. 

379 

1. The moft ancient tenure is that of Loan lands. Thefe 
were grants, made to the original f et tiers, of certain portions 
of land to be held on yearly Jeafes, on condition of paying to 
Government an annual rent of twenty-four rix dollars. Every 
farm was to confift of the fame quantity, and be fubjecl: to the 
fame rent, without any regard being paid to the quality of the 
land. And though the leafe was made out for one year only, 
y~t the payment of the rent was confidered as a renewal; fo 
that the tenure amounted, in fa.:t, to a leafe held in perpetuity. 
And the buildings erected on it, together with the vineyards 
aod fruit groves planted, called the upjlals, were faleable like 
any other property, and :he leafe continued to the purchafer. 

When application was intended to be made for the grant of 
a leafehold farm, the perfon applying ftuck down a ftake at the 
place where the houfe was nieant to be erected. The overfeer 
of the divifion was then called to examine that it did not en
croach on the neighbouring farms, that is to fay, that no part 
of any of the furrounding farms were within half an hour's 
walk of the flake; or, in other words, that a radius of about 
a mile and half, with the flake as a centre, fwept a circle which 
.did not interfea any part of the adjoining farms. In fuch cafe 
the overfeer certified that the loan farm applied for was tenable, 
"therwife not. And as it generally happened that the fite of 
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the houfe was determined by fome f pring or water-courfe, the 
ftake was fo placed that the circumference of the circle de
Ccribed left a fpace between the new, and fome adjoining, farm 
of one, two, or more miles in diameter. This intermediate 
fpace, if lefs than three miles in diameter, was confidered as 
not tenable, and, confequently, if any perfon {willing to pay 
the eftablilhed rent for a fmaller quantity of lanJ than Govern
ment allowed) applied for fuch intermediate piece of ground, his 
application was fore to be rejected. Whether the Government 
had any defign of difperfing the people by fuch an abfurd fyf
tem, under the idea of keeping them more eafily in fubjecl:ion, 
I can't pretend to fay, but it thought proper to encourage the 
continuance of the fyftem, which is in full force to this mo
ment. 

The dif putes about thefe flakes or /Jaalen,, as they call them, 
are endlefs; and partly through accident, but frequently by de
fign, the flakes are fo placed that, on an average throughout 
the whole colony, the farms are at twice the diftance, and con
fequently contain four times the quantity of land allowed by 
Government. 

The number of thefe loan farms regiftered in the office of 
the receiver of the land revenue, on clofing the books in 1798, 
were, 

In the the diftricl: of the Cape - 1 I o 
- Stellenbofch and Drakenftein • 689 -

Curied forward 799 
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In Zwcllendam 
- Graaf Reynet 

Brought forward 

-
• Total 

799 
541 
492 -

1832 -
Suppofing each farm to confift only of the uf ual allowance, 

or a fquare of three miles the fide, the quantity of land in all the 
loan farms will amount to 10,552,320 acres; and the annual rent 
they produce is about 44,000 rix-dollars, which is at the rate 
of about eight-tenths of a farthing an acre. Yet, moderate as 
thefe rents are, the Dutch Government could not prevent their 
running in arrears, the amount of which, at the capture, was 
upwards of 200,000 rix dollars. From the payment of this 
arrear they were excufed by the Britilh Government. Yet, 
neverthelefs, they pay the fmall rent referved fo unwillingly 
and irregularly, that new arrears are every day accruing. 

~. Gratuity lands are fuch as were originally granted in Joan, 
but, on petition of the holders, in confequence of fome fuppofed 
fervices done to Government, have been converted into a fort 
of cuftomary copyhold liable to a certain rent, which, like the 
loan-lands, is continued at 24 rix dollars a-year. Such efta:tes, 
except a few in Zwellendam, are at no great diftance from the 
Cape, and, in general, are in a better ftate of cultivation than 
the loan farms. Their number, as regiftercd in the Land R.e-• 
venue Office, are, 

In 
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In the diftrill: of the Cape 
- Stellenbofch and Drakenftein 
- Zwellendam 

-
-

Total 107 

j. The quit-rents arife from pieces of wafte iround which, 
from their contiguity or convenience to an eftate, have been 
allowed by Government to be occupied by the owners of fuch 
eftates upon a leafe of fifteen years, on condition of their pay
ing an annual rent of one {hilling an acre. Before the expiration 
of the leafe a prolongation of the term for another fifteen years 
is petitioned, and the renewal feems now to have bec.ome a mat
ter of courfe. Of f uch grants there are, 

In the Cape diftril\: 
- Stellenbofch and DrakenA:ein 

25 

10 -
Total 35 

4. Real eftates held in fec-fimple and f ubjea to no rent are 
chiefly fituated in the Cape diftrill: or its vicinity. Thefe are 
the choiceft patches of land, and have originally been fold or 
granted to the early fettlers in parcels of about 60 morgen, or 
1.20 Englilh acres. It is natural to fuppofe that lands held in 
fee-fimple fhould be in a higher ftate of improvement than thofe 
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hetd by any other tenure, and fo, in fact, they are, though by 
no means brought to that degree which might be expell:ed. A 
Cape farmer has no idea of bellowing much labour or employ
ing his capital in the profped: of a diftant profit. He is unwit
ting to plant trees, becaufe he may 9ot live to reap the benefit 
of them. Yet, in this climate, there is no great interval of 
time between dropping the feed into the ground and the growth 
of the tree. The oak, the ftone-pine, the poplar, and the native 
filver tree ate all of quick vegetation. One Yan• Reenm, a brewer 
at the foot of the rr able Mountain, on the eaft fide, planted a· 
wood of the filver tree twelve years ago, on wafte ground, from 
which he now fupplies the town and garrifon with fuel; and 
for which he refufed the offer of between three and four thou
fand pounds as it ftood on the f pot. 

Blares in the Cape rcm~n but a thort time in the fame fa
mily. Their defcent is feldom fettled, as by the laws of the 
colony all the children are entitled to· equal thares of the pro
perty at the death of the parents. The advantages to which 
primogeniture in fome countries entitles, are here entirely un
known. Superior in point of equity, as fuch a rule muft be ac
knowledged, the confequence of it is an indifference to all 
improvement of eflates beyond what will be pr.odudive of im
mediate profit. The proprietor endeavours to enrich himfelf by 
lending out money, increafing his ftock of fiaves, of cattle, and 
furniture, or by purchafing other eftatcs, but he rarely thinks of 
improving them. He is little ambitious of leaving a name be
hind him, or of fettling any branch of his family upon the 
fame fpot that raifed him to independence and affluence. Old 

C/IJtt~, 
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Clocte, the late proprietor of Conftantia, forms a folitary excep
tion from this remark. Having raifed himfelf from the fituation 
of trumpeter to a regiment into affluence, his whole attention 
was direcled to the improvement of his eftates, which he divided 
among his children. His favourite Conftantia he left to the fon 
who bore his own name, and it is provided, in his will, that this 
efiate Olall defccnd JirecUy in the male line to him who bears 
his chrifiian name, or collaterally to the neareft of kin to his 
own chrifiian name and a Cloele. The confequence of which 
is, that Confiantia is the moft improving eftate in the colony. 

There are, perhaps, few countries where property fo fre
quently changes hands as at the Cape of Good Hope. Not 
only do efiates go out of a family at the death of the parents, 
when they are fure to be fold in order to make a divifion of the 
property among the children, but there feems to be an univerfal 
propenlity to buy, fell, and exchange. Of this the Government 
has taken the advantage, and impofed a duty of four per cent. 
on all immovable property that is transferred from one perfon 
to another. Two-thirds of the property, difpofed of at the 
Cape, is by public auc\:ion, on which the vendue mafier charges 
two per cent., I¾ per cent. for Government, and! per cent. for 
himfelf; fo that the duty on transferring an cfl:ate amounts to 
6 per cent. upon the value. In fifteen fales, therefore, by ad
ding the expence of ftamps and writings, Government runs 
away with the whole capital; and I have been informed, there 
arc inftanccs, within the memory of many perfons, of eftates 
being fold this number of times. I, myfe)f, purchafed a fmall 
eftate that, within the laft eight years, has changed hands fix 
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times ; paying thrice a duty to Government of 6 per cent. and 
thrice of 4 per cent., making a tax of 30 per cent. on the value 
of the property. It may be obferved, that this rage for buying 
and felling makes the transfer and the public vendue duties two 
of the moft productive branches of the public revenue. 

CONDITION OP THE INHABITANTS, 

If the condition of mankind was to be eftimated entirely by 
the means it poffeffed of fupplying an abundance, or preventing 
a fcarcity, of the neceffary articles of life, and it muft be con
fcffed they conftitute a very effential part of its comforts, the 
European colonill:s of the Cape of Good Hope might be pro
nounced amongft the happie(l: of men. But as all the pleafures 
of this world are attended with evils, like rofes placed on ftems 
that are furroundcd with thorns, fo thefe people, in the midft of 
plenty unknown in other countries, can fcarcely be confidered 
as objell:s of envy. Debarred from every mental pleafure 
arifing from the perufal of books or the frequent converfation 
of friends, each fucceeding day is a repetition of the paft, whofe 
irkfome famenefs is varied only by the accidental call of a tra
veller, the lefs welcome vifits of the Bosjefmans, or the terror 
of being put to death by tbeir own fiaves, or the Hottentota 
in their employ. The only counterpoife to this wearifome 
and miferable ftate of exiftence, is a fuperfluity of the ne
.ceffaries of life, as far as regards the fupport of the animal 
functions, which all, of every defcription among the coloni!l:s, 

VOL. JI, 3 i> have 

Digitized by Google 



TRAVELS IN 

have the means of acquiring with little exertion either of body 
or mind. 

A lliort tketch of the circumftances and refources of the fe
veral clafi"es of the colonifts will be fufficient to convey a general 
idea of their refpeltiYe conditions. The 22,000 Chriftian in
habitants that compofe the population of this colony may be re
duced into four clalfes. 

1. People of the low". 
~. J'ine-growers. 
3. Grain-:farmers. 
+ Graziers. 

1. The people of the town we have already obferved to be an 
idle dilfolute race of men, fubfifting chiefly by the labour of 
their flaves. In order to derive a fixed income and to avoid 
any trouble, they require each flave to bring them a certain 
fum at the end of every week ; all that he can earn above this 
fum is for himfelf, and many are indufirious enough to raife as 
much money in a few years as is fuflicient to purchafe their 
freedom, and fometimes that of their children. The price of 
provifions and the price of labour bear no fort of proportion. 
Butcher's meat is only about twopence a pound, and good brown 
bread, fuch as all the flaves eat, one penny a pound. A com
mon labouring flave gets from two fhillings to half a crown a 
day, and a mechanic or artificer five and fix 1hillings a day. 
The people of Cape Town are almoft all of them petty dealers, 
and they have a remarkable propenfity for public vendues. Not 
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a day paff'es without feveral of thefe being held both before and 
after dinner. And it is no uncommon thing to fee the fame 
identical articles expofed at two different fates the fame day. 
In fall:, a vendue is a kind of lottery. A man buys a fet of 
goods in the morning, which he again expofes to fale in the 
evening, fometimes gaining and fometimes lofing. Yet all 
moveable property, on fale by public aucHon, is liable to a duty 
of 5 per cent,, 3f of which the auclioneer is accountable for to 
Government; the remainder is for himfelf. I cannot give a 
fironger inflance of the rage for vendues than by obferving 
that in four fucceffive months of the year 1801, the amount of 
property fold by public aull:ion was 1,500,000 rix dollars, a 
fum equal to the whole quantity of paper money in circulation, 
which, indeed, may be confidered as the only money, of late 
years, that has circulated in the country. In what manner, 
therefore, thefe articles were to be paid for is a fort of myftery, 
which, however, the declining fiate of the colony may before 
this have explained. 

The better fort of peop!e are thofe who are employed in the 
different departments of Government, but their falaries were fo 
fmall that moft of them were petty merchaots. Others have 
eftates in the country and derive a revenue from their produce. 
Others again are a fort of agents for the country boors, and 
keep houfes to lodge them when they make their annual vifit 
to the town. Thefe are a kind of Jew brokers, who live en
tirely by defrauding the fimple boors in difpofing of their pro-
duce, and purchafing for them neceff'aries in return. A boor in 
the Cape can do nothing for himfelf. U naccuftomed to any 
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fociety but thofe of his family and bis Hottentots, he is the 
moft awkward and hclplefs being on earth, when he gets into 
Cape Town, and neither buys nor fells but through his agent~ 
The emancipated flaves and people of colour are generally ar
tificer.a; many of them fupport their families by filhing. Dur
ing the whole year there is great plenty and variety of fi{h 

caught in Table Bay, and cheap enough for the very pooreft to 
make a daily ufc of. 

Houfe-rent, fuel, and clothing are all dear; yet, I wilt be 
bold to fay, there is no town nor city in all Europe, where the 
mafs of the people are better lodged or better clothed ; and fire 
is lefs neceLI'ary here than in moft parts of Europe. The keep 
of a horfe in Cape Town was never Jefa, under the Engli(h 
Government, than 2 5 /. fterling a year, yet every butcher, 
baker, petty ihopkeeper, and artificer, had his team of four~ 
fix, or eight horfes and hi.s chaife. It is true, his horfet were 
lent out for hire one day, and drew himfelf and his family ano
ther; but ftill it feemed inexplicable how they contrived to keep 
up an eftablithment fo much beyond their apparent means. 
Their creditors, I imagine, long before this, will heft be able to 
give a fatisfad:ory explanation, fince BritHh money has ceafed 
to circulate among them. 

It is true they are neither burthened with taxes nor atfefr
ments. Except on public vendues and transfer of immoveable 
property, Government bas been remarkably tender in impofing 
on them burthens, which, however, they might very well aJford 
to bear. Their parochial atreJfments are equally moderate. At 
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the firft eftablifhment of the colony a kind of capitation tax was 
levied under the name of Lion and 'f;:ger money. The fund fo 
raifed was applied to the encouragement of defiroying beafts of 
prey, of which thefe two were confidered as the moft formida
ble. But as lions and tygers have long been as fcarce in the 
neighbourhood of the Cape, as wolves are in England, the name 
t,f the affeff ment has been changed, though the affeffment itfelf 
remains, and is applied to the repairs of the roads, ftreets, water
courfes, and other public works. The fum to be raifed is fixed 
by the police, and the quota affigned to each is proportioned to 
the circumftances of the indiYidual ; the limits of the alreff ment 
being from half a crown to forty fhillings. The perfons liable 
muft be burghers, or fuch as are above fixteen years of age, and 
enrolled among the burgher inhabitants. The ordinary amount 
is fixed at about 5000 rix dollars a year. 

Another affeffment to which heads of families are liable is 
called Chimney and Hearth money. This is, properly f peaking, 
a houfe tax, fixed at the rate of eighteenpence a month, or 4t 
rix dollars a year, for every houfe or fire-place. This ihould 
feem to be an unfair affeffment, as the richeft and the pooreft in• 
habitant, the man with a large houfe and he who poffeLTes only 
a cottage, are liable to the fame contfibution ; as it is prefumed 
that every houfe has its kitchen fire-place and no other. The 
amount of this affeffment is about 5200 rix dollars, which, at 
the above rate, correfponds very nearly with the number of 
houfes in the town. 

They 
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They are fubject to no tythes nor church-rates whatfoever, 
towards the maintenance of the clergy; thefc being paid in the 
moll: liberal manner out of the treafury of Government. Nor 
is any demand made upon them for the fupport of the poor. 
The very few that, through age or infirmities, are unable to 
maintain themfelves, are fupported out of the fuperfluities of 
the church. Where the mere articles of eating and drinking 
are fo reafonably procured as in the Cape, it is no great degree 
of charity for the rich to fupport their poor relations, and, ac
cordingly, it is the common praclice of the country. Thofe 
who come under the denomination of poor are, for the moll: 
part, emancipated flaves, who may not have the benefit of fuch 
relations. Nor does the church provide for fuch on uncertain 
grounds. Every perfon manumitting a flave mufl: pay to the 
church fifty rix dollars or ten pounds, and at the fame time give 
fecurity that fuch flave fhall 11ot become burdenfome to the 
church for a certain number of years. 

The police of the Town is committed to the management of 
a board confifting of fix burghers, called the Burgher Senate. 
The funclions of this board are various and important, but they 
are performed in that carelefs and flovenly manner which is 
ever the cafe where men are compelled to accept an office to 
which there is annexed neither pay nor emolument. The only 
exception that I know of is in the fituation of an Englilh juftice 
of peace. In every public employment of a permanent nature, 
like that of the Burgher Senate, if the emoluments are not fuch 
as to make it worth a man's while to keep his place, the odds 
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are great that the duties of it will be neglected. This was the 
rock upon which the Dutch, in all their Eaft India fettlernents, 
fplit. The appointments of their fervants were fo fmall, that 
thofe who held them could not live without cheating their em .. 
players; and this was carried on to fuch an extent, as to become 
a common obfervation that, in proportion as the Company's 
finances were impoveri!hed, their fervants were enriched. 

The bufinefs of the Burgher Senate confifls in feeing that the 
fireets be kept clean and in proper repair ; that no nuifance be 
thrown into the public avenues leading to the town; that no 
encroachments be made on public property ; that no diforderly 
houfes be fuffered to remain; no impofitions practifed on the 
public ; no falfe weights nor meafures ufed. They are au
thorized to regulate the prices of bread; to enquire from time 
to time into the fiate of the harveft ; and to take precautions 
againfl a fcarcity of corn. They are to devife meafures and 
fuggeft plans to Government that may feem proper and effective 
for keeping up a conflant fucceffion of coppice wood for fuel 
in the Cape diftricl:. They are directed to take particular care 
that the tradefmen of the town, and more efpecially the fmiths 
and cartwrights, impofe not on the country boors in the prices 
of utenfils neceffary for carrying on the bufinefs of agriculture. 
They are to report fuch crimes, trefpafies, and mifdemeanors, as 
come within their knowledge, to the Fifcal, who is the Chief 
Magiftrate of the police, and Attorney-General of the colony. 

It would be in vain to expell: that fuch various and impcrtant 
duties fuould be faithfully fulfilled for a number of yea~ with

out 
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e>ut any confideration of profit or hope of reward; or that every 
advantage would not be taken which the fituatioo might offer. 
Some of the members of the Burgher Senate fent their old and 
infirm flaves to work at the public roads, and received for them 
the fame wages as were paid to able-bodied men; others had 
teams of horfes and waggons that never wanted employ. Thefe 
things aTe trifling in themfelves, but the public bufinef11 fufFered 
by it. When the Eng1ifh took the place, the ftreets were in fo 
ruinous a condition as fcarcely to be paffable with fafety. A fmall 
additional alfeffment was laid upon the inhabitants, and in the 
courfe of five years they had nearly completed a thorough re
pair of the ftreets to the great improvement of the town. If 
they {hould be induced to light the ftreets with lamps, it would 
net onty add greatly to the embellifhment of the town, but pre
vent a number of accidents that happen in the night time among 
the flaves. It would alfo tend to the encouragement of the 
whale fi{hery there. But the greateft of all improvements, and 
one cafily to be accomplHhcd, would be to conduct the water 
into the hou(es. The head of the f pring, where it 8ows into 
the pipes which conduct it to the prefent fountains, is higher 
than the roof of the higheft houfe in the town ; yet, by a ftrange 
piece of ignorance or perverfcnefs, they have carried it 
down to the loweft point on the plain leading to the caftle, 
fo that thofe who live at the u_pper end of the town have half 
a mile to fetch water, which is done by two flaves, who con
fume many hours in the day in this employ, and are a great an
noyance at the rublic fountain, where they are quarrelling and 
fighting from morning till night. 

The 
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The pleafures of the inhabitants are chiefly of the fenfual 
kind, and thofe of eating, drinking, and (moking predominate; 
principally the two latter, which, without much intermiffion, 
occupy the whole day. They have no relHb for public amufe
ments. They have no exercife but that of dancing. A new 
theatre was creeled, but plays were confidered to be the moft 
fiupid of all entertainments, whether the performance was Eng
lifh, French, or German. To Jifieu three hours to a converfa
tion was of all punilhments the moft dreadful. I remember, 
on one occafion only, to have obferved the audience highly en
tertained; this was at an old German foldier fmokiog his pipe; 
and the encouragement he met with in this part of his character 
was fo great, and his exertions proportioned to it, that the whole 
houfe was preft!ntly in a cloud of tobacco fmoke. 

There is neither a bookfeJJer's {hop in the whole town, nor a 
book focicty. A club called·the Concordia baa lately afpire<l to a 
coHed:ion of book~, but the purfuits of the principal part of the 
members are drinking, fmoking, and gaming. Under the di
rellion of the church is a library, which was left by an indi
vidual for the ufe of the public, but the public feldom trouble 
it. In this coJJellion are fome excellent books, particularly rare 
and valuable editions of the claffics, books of travels and genera\ 
hifiory, acls of learned fccieties, diclionarics, and church hif~ 
tory. Books are rarely found in Cape Town to conftitute 
any part of the furniture of a houfe. So little value do they fet 
on education, that neither Government nor the church, nor 
their combined efforts, by perfuafion or extortion, could raife a 
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fum fufficient to efiablHh a proper public fchool in the colony ; 
and few of the natives are in circumfl:ances to enable them to 
fend their children for education to Europe. But thofe few 
who have had this advantage generally, on their return, relapfc 
foto the common habits of the colonifts. I repeat, that if the 
meafure of general prof perity was to be ef\imated according to 
the eafe of procuring abundance of food, the people of the 
Cape may be confidered as the moll: prof perous on earth, for 
there is not a beggar in the whole colony, and no example 
of any perfon fuffering for want of the common neceffaries of 
life. 

2. The wine growers, or as they are ufually called at the Cape 
the wine boors, are a clafs of people who, to the bleffings of 
plenty, add a fort of comfort which is unknown to the refl: of 
the peafantry. They have not only the bell: houfes and the 
moft valuable eftates, but, in general, their domeftic economy 
is managed in a more comfortable manner than is tifually found 
among the country farmers. Mofl of them are defctndants of 
the French fa1r.ilies who firft introduced the vine. Their eflates 
are mofily freehold, in extent about 120 EnglHh acres, and the 
greater part is employed in vineyards and garden grounds. Their 
corn they ufually purchale for money or in exchange for wine. 
Their fheep alfo, for family ufe, they mull: purchafe, though 
many of them hold lo~n farms on the ot-her fide of the moun
t<1ins. The produce of their farms, however, is fufficient for 
kcc, i:ig as many rn:lk cows r.s are neceffary for the family; 
an<l they have abundance of poultry. The feafon for bringing 
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their wine to market is from September to the new vintage in 
March, but generally in the four concluding months of the year, 
after which their draught oxen are fent away either to their own 
farms or others in the country till they are again wanted. The 
deep fandy roads over the Cape ifthmus require fourteen or 
fixteen oxen to draw two Jeggers of wine, whofe weight is not 
2f tons. 

The tax upon their produce is confined to that part of it 
which is brought to the Cape market, and is at the rate of three· 
rix dollars for every legger of win,;:, and the fame fum for eYery 
)egger of brandy that paffes the barrier. All that is confumed 
at home, or fold in the country, is free of duty. Neither are 
they fubjecl: to any parochial taxes or alfelfments, except a fmall 
capitation tax towards the repair of the ftreets and avenues 
leading to the town, and the Lion· and Tyger money for the exi
gences of the diftrilt. They are equally exempt, with the peo. 
pie of the town, from church and poor rates; the former being 
liberally provided for by Government, and the other defcription 
of pe0ple not being known in the country diftrills. The wine 
farmers take their pleafure to Cape Town, or make frequent 
exurfions into the country, in their tent waggons drawn by a 
team of fix or eight horfes; an equipage from which the boor 
derives a vaft confequence over his neighbour, who may only 
polfefs a waggon drawn by oxen. 

The following rough £ketch, which was given to me by one 
of the moft refpetlable wine boors, of his outgoings and returns, 
will ferve to iliew the condition of this clafs of colonifts. 

3 E 2 Outgoing1. 
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Outgoillgr. 

The firft coft of his 
eftate was R. D. 15,000 

15 Slaves a 300 Rd. 
each 4,500 

So Wine leggers a 12 960 

Implements for pref-
ftng, difiilling, &c. 500 

3 Team of oxen. 500 

2 Waggons 800 

Horfe-waggon, and 
team 900 

Furniture, utenfils, &c& 2000 

Amount 25,160 Intereft 6 per cent. R.D. 1509 s 
3 Sheep per week for family ufe, 156 per year, a 2 t Rd. 390 o 
Clothing 15 flavea 11 15 Rd. each per year 2 2 5 o 
Corn for bread 36 muids a 3 Rd. 108 o 
Tea, coffee, and fugar - 150 o 
Clothing for the family and contingencies 350 o 
Duty at the burier on 120 leggers of wine and brandy 360 o 
Wear. and tear 100 Rd. parochial affeffments 20 120 o 

Amount of outgoings carried over 3212 s 

Amount 
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Amount of outgoings brought over R. D. 321:1. s 

Returnt. 

100 Leggen of wine brought to market a 30 3000 

20 Ditto of brandy ditto a 50 I ooo 
The wine and brandy fold to the country 

boors, with the fruit and poultry brought 
to the Cape market, are more than fufficient 
to balance every other contingent and ex
traordinary expence. 

Amount of returns 

Balance in favour of the farmer 

-
4000 4000 

R.D. 787 l 

or£. 157 8 3 

which fum may be confidered as a net annual profit, after 
every charge on the farm and on houfekeeping has been de
frayed. 

The payment of an eflate purchafed is made eaf y to the pur. 
chafer. The cuftomary conditions are to pay by three inftal
ments, one-third ready money, one-third in one year, and the 
remaining third at the end of the fecond year; and the latter 
two-thirds bear no intereft. And even the firft inftalment he 
can borrow of Government, through the loan bank, by giving 
the eftate as a mortgage and two fufficient fecurities. So that 
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very large efiates may be purchafed at the Cape with very tittle 
money, which is the chiefreafon of the multiplicity of vendues. 

3. The corn-boors live chiefly in the Cape diftrict and thofe 
parts of Stellenbofch and Drakenftein that are not diftant more 
than two or three days' journey from the Cape. Their farm~ 
are fome freehold property, fome gratuity land, but moft of 
them loan farms. Many of thefe people are in good circum
fiances, and are confidered in rank next to the wine-boor. The 
quantity of corn they bring to market is from a hundred to a 
thoufand muids each, according to the quality of their farm, 
but more commonly to their {kill and induftry. They fupply, 
alfo, the wine .. boor and the grazier. The grain fold to thc:fe 
in the country is fubject to no tax nor tythe; but a duty 
amounting not quite to one-tenth of the value is paid at the 
barrier for all grain paffing towards Cape Town. Their paro
chial affeffments are the fame as thofe of the wine-boor. 

The colonifts of the Cape are miferahle agriculturifts, and 
m•y be faid to owe their crops more to the native goodnefs of 
the foil and favourable climate, than to any exertions of fkill or 
induftry. Their plough is an unwieldy machine drawn by 
fourteen or fixteen oxen, juft fkims the furface, and, if the foil 
happens to be a little ftifF, is as frequently out of the ground as 
in it ; hence, in moft of their corn fields, may be obferved large 
patches of ten, fifteen, or twenty fquare yards without a ftem 
of grain upon them. Such grounds, when fown and harrowed, 
are infinitely more rough than the rougheft lea-ploughing in 
England. They have not the leaft idea of rolling the fandy 
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foils, which are fometimes fo light as to be fown without 
ploughing. Sometimes, towards the end of the rainy feafon, 
they turn the ground and let it lie fallow till the next feed-time ; 
but they rarely give themfelves the trouble of manuring, ex
cept for barley. 

For returns of corn in general they reckon upon fifteen fold; 
in choi~_e places from twenty to thirty, and even much greater 

.--where they have the command of water. The grain is not 
thralhed, but trodden out in circular floors by cattle~ The chaff 
and ihort {lraw of barley is preferved as fodder for their horfes, 
and for fale ; the reft of the {l:raw is fcattered about by the 
winds. They do not even give themfelves the trouble of 
throwing it into the folds where their cattle are pent up by 
night, which would be the means of procuring them a very con
fidcrable fupply of manure, and, at the fame time, be of fervice 
to their cattle in cold winter nights. 

The following rough ftatement will ferve to ihew the circum .. 
fiances of an ordinary corn-boor of the Cape. 

Outgoing~. 

The price of the opftal or buildings 
on his loan farm R. D. 7000 

50 Oxen a 15 Rd. 750 
50 Cows a 8 Rd. • 400 
12 Horfes a 40 • 480 -

Carried over 8630 
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Brought over 
6 Slaves at 300 R<l ... 
2 Waggons 
Furniture 
Implements of hufbandry 

R. D. 8630 

1800 

800 

1000 

500 

J 2,730 lntereft 763 6 
Clothing for flaves 90 o 
Ditto for the family .. 150 o 
Tea and fugar 100 o 
Duty on corn brought to market 1.50. Pari{h taxes 20 170 o 
Contingencies, wear and tear, &c. 150 o 
Corn fold to the wine-boors and graziers more than fuf-

ficient to defray all other expences 

Amount of outgoings 1423 6 

300 Muids of corn a 4 Rd. 
Joo Ditto of barley a 3 Rd. 
6 Loads of chaff a 32 Rd. 
1 coo lbs. butter a 1 ! Sk. 

Ret11rn1. 

J Horfes fold annually a 40 Rd. 

R. D. 1200 

300 

192 

250 

200 

Amount of returns 

Balance in favour of the farmer R. D. 718 2 

or£. 143 13 
----

4. The 
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+ The graziers, properly fo called, are thofe or"Gr.aaf Rey
net and other diftant parts of the colony. Thefe are a clafs of 
men, of all the reft, the leaft advanced in civilization. Many 
of them, towards the borders of the fetdement, are perfea No
mades, wander about from place to place without any fixed 
habitation, and live in {haw-huts fimilar to thofe of the Hot
tentots. Thofe who are fixed to one or two places are little 
better with regard to the hovels in which they live. Thefe 
have feldom more than two apartments, and frequently only one, 
in which the parents with fix or eight children and the houfe 
l:-lottentots all fleep ; their bedding confifts generally of ft.ins. 
Their hovels are varioufly conf.tructed, fometimes the walls be
ing mud or clay baked in the fun, fometimes fods and poles. 
and frequently a fort of wattting plaiftered over with a mixture 
of earth and cow-dung, both within and without ; and thCJ 
are rudely covered with a thatch of reeds that is rarely water
proof. 

Their clothing is very flight; the men wear generally a broad 
brimmed hat, a blue 1hirt, and leather pantaloons, no ftockings. 
but a pair of dried {kin fhoes. The women have a thick quilted 
cap that ties with two broad flaps under the chin, and falls be
hind acrofs the fhoulders ; and this is conftantly worn in the
hotteft weather ; a fuort jacket and a petticoat, no flockings, and 
frequently without fuoes. The bed for the mafter and miftrefa 
of the family is an oblong frame of wood, fupported on four 
feet, and reticulated with thongs of a bullock's hide, fo as to 
fupport a kind of mattrefs made of fltins fewed together, and 
fometimes ftuffed with wool. In winter they ufe woollen 
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blankets. It they have a table it is generally of the boor's own 
making, but very often the large cheft that is fitted acrofs the 
end of their ox-waggon ferves for this purpofe. The bottoms 
of their chairs or ftools are net-work of leather thongs. A 
large iron pot ferves both to boil and to broil their meat, They 
ufe no linen for the table; no knives, forks, nor fpoons. The 
boor carries in the pocket of his leather breeches a large knife, 
with which he carves for the reft of the family, and which ftands 
him in as many and various fervices as the little dagger of Hu~ 
dibras. 

Their huts and their perfons are equally dirty, and their 
w"hole appearance betrays an indolence of body, and a low 
groveling mind. Their moft urgent wants are fatisfied in the 
cafieft poffible manner; and for this end they employ means 
nearly as grofs as the original natives, whom they affec\: fo much 
to def pife. If neceffity did not fometimes fet the invention to 
work, the Cape boor would feel no fpur to affift himfelf in any 
thing ; if the furface of the country was not covered with fharp 
pebbles, he would not even make for himfelf his flcin-1hoes. 
The women, as invariably happens in focieties that are little 
advanced in civilization, are much greater drudges than the 
men, yet are far from being induftrious; they make foap and 
candles, the former to fend to Cape Town in exchange for tea 
and fugar, and the latter for homc-confumption. But all the 
little trifling things, that a ftate of refinement fo fcnfibly feela 
the want of, are readily difpenfed with by the Cape boor. 
Thongs cut from flcins ferve, on all occafions, as a fuccedaneum 
for rope; and the tendons of wild animals divided into fibres 
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are a {ubftitute for thread. When I wanted Ink, equal quan
tities of brown fugar and foot, moiftened with a little water. 
were brought to me, and foot was fubftltuted for a wafer. 

To add to the uncleanlinefa of their huts, the folds or lraau 
in which their cattle remain at nights are immediately fronting 
the door, and, except in the Sneuwberg, where the total want 
of wood obliges them to burn dung cut out like peat, thefe 
kraals are never on any occafion cleaned out; fo that in old 
efiablifhed places they form mounds from ten to twenty feet 
high. The lambing feafon commences before the rains finith; 
and it fometimes happens that half a dozen or more of thefe 
little creatures, that have been lambed over night, are found 
fmothered in the wet dung. The fame thing happens to the 
young calves; yet, fo indolent and helplcfa is the boor, that 
rather than yoke his team to his waggon and go to a little dif. 
tance for wood to build a lhed, he fees his ftock deftroyed from 
day to day and from year to year, without applying the remedy 
which common fenfe fo clearly pointa out, and which re
quires neither much expence nor great exertions to accom. 
plil.h. 

If the Arcadian fheplierds, who were certainly not {o rich, 
were as uncomfortable in their cottages as the Cape boors, their 
poets muft have been woefully led aftray by the mufe. Bttt 
Pegafus was always fond of playing his gambols in the flowery 
regions of fancy. Without a fiction, the people of the Cape 
confider Graaf Reynet u the Arcadia of the colony. 
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Few of the diftant boors have more than one lhive. and many 
none ; but the number of Hottentots amounts, on an average 
in Graaf Reynet, to thirteen to each family. The inhumanity 
with which they treat this nation I have already had occafion 
to ooti~ •. The boor has few good traits in his charad:er, but 

this 

• In the rccond chapter of this work I haTc given an account of fifteen innoce.nt 
Hottcntots thtt were inhumanly butchered by the boors. A pamphlet has juft 
beal put into my hands which was publifbed in the C.apc by Baron de P., private 
Secretary to the Governor, and in which the fame faa is noticed iu the following 
words:-" Le Capitainc des Hottcntots, nomme Kou,winnoul revcm de~ marques 
., dillinaivcs de foa grade militaire, par un baton orne d'une pomme d'airain ou 
" Jes armes du Gouvcrnemcnt ctoient graves delfns, muni de plus d'un pafport 
•• figne par un dca mcmbrcs du Oouvemcment, cherchoit avcc quinze Hottentots 
•• des f'cuilles de tabac dans lcs pJaincs de Saeuwberg; les payrans fe rappcllolent 
., pcut~trc que trois annks palJ'ees, ccs fidelcs foldats avoicnt fcrvis le Gouvcme• 
• mcnt, pour Jes coatraiadrc a l'obcilfance, et quc le moment etoit favourable 
•• pour fc vengcr de fcs malhcureux, Conduits par un Y,IJ.corntl, nommc Burgtrt• 
•• ils fe (aitirent de la troupe qui nc fufpectoit aucua mal, et non obllant toutcs Jes 
•• preuves qui parloieat pour eux on con'fiat qu'ils etoicnt criminels, et qu'iJ5 
.. f'alloit Jes traltcr en confequencc; anfi la Cour J, :fujik, ruJli<Jut rcfolut de Jc-a 
•• attacher a un arbrc, et Jes forcer par la torture a une confdlion de c:rimes, qu'ils 
., a'a'fOicnt co aucune intention de commettre; Jes coups redoubl~s et ks fouf
• f'rances inhumaiacs auquels ils oppofoicnt Jes promeifes a'ils vouloient avouer cc 
•• qu'on leur demandoit, fit qu'on Jcur arrac:ha la declaration malheureufe, qu'ils 
• ctoicnt veaus dans l'intention de pillcr les campagncs avoifines des c:oloas ; la ,our 
" n'eut de plus grand emprell'emeat quc de couchcr par ecrit ua aveu que Ja 
u eortnrc, et l'efpoir de rcgagncr la libcrte avoit artach6 aces vitlimes innocentcs , 
•• ils ajouterent leurs fignatures a ccttc dcdaration pour attcficr la vcrite du fait • 
., la cow paaia a la conclufion, et les membrc& votcrent generalemcnt pour la 
., mort; l'cxccution de la (entcnce fuivit le moment apres, et les Hottentots 
" f'urcnt f'ufilMs.---Une demi annee s'ecoulc depuis cet eveocmcnt, et la 
• jwlice DC s'm ell poilat mclcc jufqu'ic:i jc n'ofcroi.s en dire les raifom.'' 
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this is the wori\. Not fatisfied with defrauding them of the 
litde earnings of their induftry, and inflic.l:ing the moft cruel 

and 

" A Hottentot captain, of the D'lfflC of KnOl#IIIOIII, bearing the dit\inguilhing 
" mark of his rank (a flick, on the bra($ head of which were engrav.en the arms 
" of his Majelly ), and furnilhed, moreover, with a paffport figned by one of the 
., members o( Government, went, accompanied by fifteen Hottentots, to procure a 
" few leaves of tobacco in the plains of Sneuwberg. The boors, recollec\ing. 
'' perhaps, that three years ago thefe faithful foldiers had ferved the Government 
" by keeping them in order, thought it a favourable opportunity to revenge them.• 
'' felves on thefe unhappy creatures. Led on by a Ye/J ,ornel, of the name of 
" Burger,, they feized the whole company, who fufpeaed no ill; and, notwith
,, ftanding all the proofs in their favour, it was agreed that they were criminals, 
" and that they mull be treated accordingly. The Boorj/1, C08rl ef :Jujliee refolved• 
" therefore, to bind them to a tree, and to draw from them by torture a con
" feffion of crimes, of which a thought had never entered into their heads; to 
" reiterated btows and inhuman tortures they held out promues of forgivcnels,. 
" if they would confefs all that was required of them; an~ by thefe means they 
" forced from them the unfortunate declaration that they came with an intentio~ 
" to plunder the neighbourhood. The only concern of 1!,, Courl was to write down 
'' a confcffion, which the application of the torture and the hope of being fet at 
" liberty J1ad wrung from thefe innocent viaims. The boors put their names to 
" this declaration, as an attellation of the truth, and made an end of the bufinefs 
" by voting for their death. The fentence was inllantly put in execution., 
'' and the poor Hottentots were fiiot.---A whole half year has pa{fed away 
" tince this event, and juftice hitherto has not interfered, I fuould not dare to fay 
" wherefore." 

I Chall extraa another infiance of the favage brutality of an African boor. 
iecorded in this pamphlet, which, if poffible, exceeds all that have yet been given. 
" Des que les Anglois avoient quittc; le fort un colon nommee Ferrlira, de 
" famille Portugaifc s'en rendit le maitre, et en prit poifeffion pour lors, ce qui 
., dura jufqu'au l'arrivee du dctachement que le Gouvernement y a envoyc fous 
" Jc, ordres du Major V OD Gilten, ct.qui y commande en cc moment. Les 
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and brutal punifhments for every trifling fault, they haTe a con
fiant practice of retaining the wife and children and turning 

" CafFres croiant que la demiere paix avoit finie tout dcmele entre eux envoyerent 
" une bete a tuer au novcau commandant du fort, comme une marque d'amiti~ 
'' et de reconciliation ; le Calfre le fit conduire par un Hottentot et Ferreira par 
'' reconnoilfance fe faifit du CafFrc, It /mJa lout 'Di/, attacha le pauvre Hottentot 
" a un arbre, Jui ,oupa 11111Urtea11 tu la ,hair tU fa "'!/ft, It Jui fa mangtr loul crut, et 
" le relacha enfuite.'' 

" As foon as the Englifh had abandoned the fort (at Algoa Bay) a boor nameJ 
" Ferreira, of a Portugueze family, made himfelf mailer of it, and kept poffeffion 
" till the arrival of a detachment of troops which Government fent thitb.er, under 
" the command of Major Von Gilten, who is ftill there. The K:tffers, fully 
" perfuaJed that the late peace had put an end to all difturbances between them, 
" fent to the new commander of the fort a bullock to be flain, as the teft of re
,, conciliation and friendfhip, The KafFer fent on the occafion put himfelf under 
" the guide of a Hottentot ; and Ferreira, by way of returning the kind inten
,, tion, laid hold of the KafFer and Jroiled him aliw; bound the poor Hottentot to 

" a tree, "" a Ji«t of fojh wl of hi, thigh, 111441 him 11:11 ii raw, and then rcle'lfcJ 
"him!" 

If any one fhotild be difpofed to think that I have exaggerated the cruelties com
mitted by thefe inhuman brutes, 1· only cequefi of them to read the pamphlet 
WTitten by the private Secretary to the prefent Governor 7"11ftt11, 

Nothing can be more aeploral>le than the fiate of the colony, as defcribed in 
this pamphlet, which was written jull before they h~d heard of the war; and no. 
thing can exceed the difappointment of the Dutch in their expeaations with regard 
to the Cape. The Hottentot corps was dilbanded : moll of them fled into the in• 
terior to join their opprelfed countrymen; the Kaff'ers were in arms againft the 
boors; the garrifon in a ftate of complete infubordination J the people detefting the 
Government and the Government afraid of the troops ; its credit dellroyed, money 
difappeared, commerc: ruined, bankruptcies without end, and they wanted only a 
war to complete their mifery. Under fuch circumllances, how cheaply might 
England regain polfet1ion of this important fettlement l 
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adrift the hufband ; thus diffolving the tender ties of focial in
tercourfe, and cutting off even the natural refources of wretch
ednefs and forrow. It is in vain for the Hottentot to complain. 
To whom, indeed, fhould he complain? The Landroft is a mere 
cypher, and muft either enter into all the views of the boors, 
or lead a moft uncomfortable life. The laft, who was a very 
honeft man, and anxious to fulfil the duties of his office, waa 
turned out of his diftrict, and afterwards threatened to be put 
to death by thefe unprincipled people, becaufe he would not 
give them his permiffion to make war upon the Kaffers; and 
becaufe he heard the complaints of the injured Hottentots. The 
boor, indeed, is above all law. At the diftance of five or fix 
hundred miles from the feat of Government he knows he is 
not to be compelled to do what is right, nor prohibited from 
putting in practice what is wrong. To be debarred from vifit .. 
ing the Cape is no puniLhment to him. His wants, as we have 
feen, are very few, nor is he nice in his choice of fubftitutes 
for thofe which he cannot conveniently obtain. Perhaps the 
only indifpenfable articles are gunpowder and lead. Without 
thefe a boor would not live one moment alone, and with thefe 
he knows himfelf more than a match for the native Hottentots 
and for beafts of prey. 

The produce of the grazier is fubjelt to no colonial tax 
whatfoever. The butcher fends his fervants round the country 
to collect fheep and cattle, and gives the boor.a notes upon his 
mafter, which are paid on their coming to the Cape. They 
are fubjelt only to a fmall parochial affeffment, proportioned to 
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their ftock. For every hundred fheep he pays a florin, or fixteen
pence, and for every ox or cow one penny. With the utmoft dif
ficulty Government has been able to collea about two-thirds an
nually of the rent of their loan-farms, which is only 24 rix dollars 
a year. Under the idea that they had been dreadfulJy oppreffed 
by the Dutch Government, and that their poverty was the fole 
caufe of their running in arrears with their rent, the Britifh 
Government forgave the diftrill of Graaf Reynet the fum of 
200,000 rix dolJars, the amount to which their arrears had ac
cumulated. By defoending a little clofer to particulars we £hall 
be able to form a better juJgment of the condition of thcfe peo
ple, and how far their poverty entitled them to the above men
tioned indulgence. 

The diftrill of Graaf Reynet, as we have already obfervcd, 
contains about 700 families. Among thefe are diftributed, ac
cording to the Opgaolf {and they would not give in more thatl 
they had, being liable to an affeffment according to the num
ber) 118,306 head of cattle, and 780,274 fiieep, which, to 
each family, will be about 170 heads of cattle and 1115 

1heep. 

Out of this ftock each boor can yearly difpofe of from 15 to 
~o head of cattle, and from 200 to 250 fiieep, and, at the fame 
time, keep up an increafing ftock. The butcher purcbaf es them 
on the f pot at the rate of I o to 20 rix dollars a head for the 
cattle, and from :i to 2 i for the fheep. 

3 Suppofe 
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Suppofe then each farmer to fell annually, 

JJ Head of cattle a 12 Rd. R. D. 180 

220 Sheep a 2 Rd. 440 

A waggon load of butter and foap 1200 

pounds a I s. 300 -Amount of his income R.D.920 o 

Outgoings. 

2 Waggons 800 Rd. Inter.ell: 
Clothing for 8 perfons a I 5 Rd. 
Tea, fugar, tobacco, brandy 
Powder and lliot 
Rent to Government and fiamp 
Parochial affeif ments 

R. D. 48 
120 

• 150 

'20 

.. 25 

8 
Contingencies, cattle to Hottentots, &c. 80 

Amount of Outgoing, 

Yearly Savings 

-
R. D. 451 o 

R.D. 469 o 

or £. 93 16 o 

In what part of the wor1d can even a ref pectable peafant do 
thie ? much lefs the cotnmonei\ of all mankind, for fuch are the 
geuerality of the Cape boors. After quitting the ranks, or run .. 
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ning away from his {hip, he gets into a boor's famlly and 
marries. He begins the world with nothing, the ufual practice 
being that of the wife's friends giving him a certain number of 
cattle and lheep to manage, half the yearly produce of which 
he is to reftore to the owner, as intereft for the capital placed 
in his hands. He has moft of the neceffaries of life, except 
clothing, within himf elf; his work is done by Hottentots, 
which coft him nothing but meat, tobacco, and fkins for their 
clothing. His houfe and his furniture, fuch :is they are, he 
makes himfelf; and he has no occafion for implements of huf
bandry. The firft luxury he purchafes is a waggon, which, 
indeed, the wandering life he ufually leads at fetting out in the 
world, makes aa neceffary as a hut; and frequently ferves all the 
purpofes of one. A mufquet and a fmall quantity of powder and 
lead will procure him as much game as his whole family can 
conf ume. The JJ>ring l,ols are fo plentiful on the borders of the 
colony, and fo eafily got at, that a farmer fends out his Hot
tentot to kill a couple of thefe deer with as much certainty as if 
he fent him among his Bock of fueep. In a word, an African 
peafant of the loweft condition never knows want ; and if he 
tloea not rife into affluence, the fault muft be entirely his own._ 

l\JVBNUES OF GO'Y.BltNM.BNT. 

From what has already been ftated, in the laft fection, it will 
appear, that the public burthena are not of that nature as to fur
nith any fubjea of complaint. In fatl, the proportion of pro
duce paid by the colonifts for their prot«lion is lefs than in 
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moft other countries. They pay ao land-tax, no window-tax, 
no excife, no tax o.n any of the luxuries of life ; no poor-12tea, 
nor any alfelf ment towards the maintenance of the clergy. Ex
cept the tenth Oil grain and wine, brought into Cape Town, and 
a f mall Cuftom-houfe duty on foreign article& imported, the 
duties to which they are liable are, in 1. great meafure, optional. 
being levied on their extreme pafl"ron for buying, felling, aad 
transferring property. The flamp duty, the public vendue duty, 
the transfer duty 011 fale of immovable eftates, and the duty 
arifing from the falea of buildings on loan-lands, arc branchea 
of the revenue moftly of thia defcription. 

The revenues of the colony are derived from the following 
fources, compriz.ed under 13 heads : 

1. Land revenue, 
confifting in 

Rents of Loan farms. 
--- Gratuity lands. 
--- ~it rents. 
--- Places taken by the month. 

t --- Sah pans. 
2. Duties on grain, wine, and fpirits, levied at the barrier • 
.3. Transfer duty on fate of immovable cftatea. 
4. Duty arifing from the fale 0£ buildings on roan farmL 
s. Public vendue duty,. 
6. Fees received in the Secretary'& office. 
7. Cuftoms. 
8, Port fees. 
9. Poftage of lcttars. 

10. Seizures,. fincs,.ancl ptnaltiea. 
302 
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11. Licences to retail wine, beer, and fpirituous liqaors. 
12. lntereft of the capital lent out through the loan bank. 
13. Duty arifing from ftamped paper. 

1. The revenue arifing from the foil has been fufficiently ex
plained in defcribing the tenures of land; but, in addition to 
the articles therein explained, may be mentioned the rents of 
fome falt water lakes in the Cape difiria let out to the higheft 
bidder for the purpofe of collecting the falt formed in them 
during the fummer feafon; as alfo fome trifling rents of places 
for grazing cattle at certain feafons of the year, taken by the 
month. 

~. The duties levied on grain, wine, and brandy at the barrier 
are as follows : 

Rd. fl . .J. I, J. 
For 10 muids of wheat 2 6 4 or JI 4 

10 muids ofbarley I 2 4 s 4 - 10 muids of peas 4 0 0 16 0 - 10 muids of beans 5 0 0 20 0 

On wine and brandy the duty is exall:ly the fame, being 
3 rix dollars for every legger, let the price or quality be what 
they may. This duty amounts to about s percent. on common 
wine, and not to i per cent. on Conftantia. 

3. The transfer duty on the fate of immovable eftates is 4 per 
cent. on the purchafe money, which muft be paid to the receiver 
of the land revenues before a legal deed of conveyance can be 
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paffed, or, at leaft, before a fufficient title can be .given to the 
eftate .. 

+ The duty arifing from the fale of buildings, plantations, 
and other conveniences on loan-lands, is 2f per cent. on the 
purchafe money, and muft be paid in the fame manner aa the 
I aft, on the property being transferred from the feller to the 
purchafer. 

5. The duty on public vendues is 5 per cent. on moveable,. 
and 2 per cent. on immoveable property; of the former, Go
vernment receives 3½ per cent. and J¾ per cent. of the latter. 
This is a very important branch of revenue. 

6. Fees received in the Secretary's office are fucb as are paid 
on regiftering the transfer of property, and were formerly part 
of the emoluments of the colonial Secretary and. affiftants .. 
They are very trifling. 

7. The import and export duties at the Cape were formerly 
a perquifite of the Fifcal. At the furrender of the colony it 
was found expedient to make fome new regulations with re
gard to this branch of revenue. All goods 1hipped in the Bri .. 
tri1h dominions, to the weftward of the Cape, were allowed 
to he imported duty free; but others, not fo 1hipped, were liable 
to a duty of 5 per cent. if brought in Britifh bottoms, and 10 

per cent. in foreign bottoms. And no goods nor merchandize 
of the growth, produce, or manufacture of countries to the 
eaftward of the Cape were allowed to be imported into, or ex-

ported 

Digitized by Google 

-



TRAVELS IN 

ported from, the Cape of Good Hope, except aa Cea-ftorea, 
but by the Eaft India Company, or by their licence. 

The export duties vary according to the nature of the arti
cles, but, on a general average, they amount to about s per 
cent. on commodities, the growth and produce of the Cape. 

S. The port fees, or wharfage and harbour mooey, were 

formerly levied at a fixed fum on all lhips dropping anchor at 
tbe Cape, whether they were large or f mall, but were after
wards ~ltered to fixpence per ton. upon their regiltered tonnage. 

9. The poftage of letters. was a fmall charge made on the 
delivery of letters at the poft office, more with a view to prevent 
improper correfpondeoce during the war, than to raife a re
venue, which, indeed, amounted to a mere ttlfle. 

1 o. Seizures, fines, and penatties. The law ref peaing fmug
gling is very rigid at the Cape of Good Hope. Not only the 
actual {hipping or landing of contraband goods ia punilhable, 
but the al/empt to do it, if proved, is equally liable; and the 
penalty is confifcation of the goods, when found, together 
with a mulll: amounting to three times their value; or, if not 
f9und, on fufficient evidence being produced, the delinquent ia 
liable to forfeit four times their value. The cafe I alluded to in 
the fecond cliapter, where the Court of Juftice was fever~ly 
cenfured, was an al/empt to f muggle money out of the colony ; 
and the penalty was levied upon the fum that it appeared, on 
evidence, the captain of the ihip had, at one time, brought 
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clandeftinely on board for that purpofe; as it was prefumed 
that the intention was to convey it out of, though he afterwards 
difpofed of it in, the colony. The fentence of the court was 
reverfed in tbe Court of Appeals, and the money ordered to be 
reftored ; but the captain, not fatisfied with the decifion of the 
Court of Appeals, without recovering, at the fame time, large 
damages, intends to bring his aaion before a Brititb Court in 
England. 

Of all feizures and confifcations, and penalties for mifdemea
nors, the Fifcal receives one-third of the amount, the informer 
or profecutor one-third, and the other third, which was for
merly the lhare of the Governor, was diretled by Lord Ma
cartney to be always paid into the Government Treaf ury in. aid 
of the revenue. 

u. The licences granted for the retailing of wine, be_er, and 
fpirituous liquors, are farmed out in lots to the higheft bidders• 
and they produce a very confiderable fum to Government, pro
portioned, however, to the ftrength of the garrifon, the foldiers 
being their heft cuftomen. Sir Jamer. Craig, wilhing to difcour
age, as much as poffible, all monopolies, propofed to divide the 
retailing of wine among 32 perfons, but fifteen only were found 
to take them out ; and thefe the following year refufing to re
new, it became necelfary to recur to the old method, to prevent 
the revenue from fuffering, as well as the diforders that might 
be fuppof ed to arif e from an unreftrained liberty of fale. It 
was, however, found difficult to get any one after this to under
take the farm on the moft moderate terms. Such is often the 
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effect of making fudden and violent changes, even where abufcs 
are meant to be reformed, and a certain benefit procured for 
thofe who have long been fuffering under them. Gradual altera
tions are ufually the moft acceptable, and, in the end, moft ef
fedua). 

12. lnterefi: of the capital Jent out through the loan or Lom
bard bank arifes from a fum of paper money iffued by the Dutch 
Government as a loan to individuals, on mortgage of their 
lands anJ houfos, witb the additional fecurity of two fufficient 
bondf men. The fom thus lent out is about 660,000 rix dollars. 
The intereft is 5 per cent., which is one per cent. Jefs than the 
legal intereft of the colony. Government receives a clear profit 
of 4 per cent., and the bank one per cent. for its trouble. The 
rule is never to lend a greater fum than half the value upon 
eftates in town, nor more than two-thirds on eftates in the 
country. The term for which the loan was made was not to 
exceed two years, and it refied with the directors to prolong the 
loan, or to call it in, at the expiration of that time. 

The eftablifhment of this bank, by the Dutch Eaft India Com
pany, was one of the many fymptoms, that of late years had 
appeared, of the declining condition of their commercial credit, 
anJ of their political influence in their Indian polfeffions. Driven 
to the neceffity of raifing revenues, by direct or indirect: means, 
to defray the contingent expences of the year and to keep to
gerher their numerous eftabliiliments, and of maintaining their 
exiftence by temporary expedients, their finances were reduced 
it length to fuch a ftate, that their capital was employed to pay 
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the intereft of their debt. In order, therefore, to reform Come 
abufes, and for the better regulation of their affairs in India, 
certain commiffioners were appointed in 1791, under the name 
of Commiffaries General, to proceed from Holland, without de
lay, upon this important office. 

Finding, on their arrival at the Cape, that the refource$ 0£ 
Government were nearly exhaufted, the colony in 1m,ft de
plorable circumftances, and a general complaint among the ia .. 
habitants of the want of a circulating medium, they conceived. 
it too favourable an occafion to Jet flip of converting the public 
diftrefs into a temporary profit for the ftate; increafing, at the 
fame time, the revenue of the latter, while they conferred a 
feeming favour on the former. They iffued, through tb.e Lom
bard bank, a loan of foch fums of ftamped paper money u 
might he required to fatisfy the wants of thofe who could giYc 
the neceffary fecurities; the whole amount being limited to the 
fum of one million rix dollars-

Thus, by this tranfaaion, Government created for itfelf a net 
revenue of about 25,900 rix dollars a year, free of all deduc
tions, without rHk and without trouble, from a fictitious ca
pital. It did more than this. Part of the original capital, which., 
at its bigheft point was about 680,000 rix dollars, was repaid 
by the inhabitants, and reftored to Government; but, inftead 
of cancelling fuch fums, as it lhould feem in honour bound to 
do. it applied them towards the payment of the public expences, 
fuffering the whole of the original capital to continue in clr
~lation. 

VQL. 11. JH The 
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The operation of fuch a loan, from the Government to the 
fubjea, fo much the revetfe of what generally takes place in 
other ftates, might be fuppofed to produce on the minds of the 
people a di{pofition of ill-will towards the Government ; which, 
indeed, was affigned as one of the motives to ihake off their de
pendence, and thus free themfelves at once from a load of debt 
by the dellruaion of the creditor. Thefe fuort-fighted people 
did not retlea that the whole amount of paper money Hfued 
through the bank was not half the amount of paper currency in 
eirculation ; tbat a much greater fum, of the- fame fabric, but 
made on a different occafioo, had been borrowed by Govern
ment from the inhabitants, for which the only fecurity was its. 
credit and ftability. The confequence of Suft"rein's vifit tG the 
Cape, and the expences of throwing up the lines, and putting 
rbe works in repair, obliged the Dukh to borrow plate and 
filvor money from the inhabitants for the exigencies of Govern
ment, which was promifed to be repaid on the arrival of the 
fhips then expected from Holland ; and,. ia the mean time, 
ftamped paper, in pieces bearing diiferent values, was given and 
thrown into circulation, none of which hat ever been redeemed 
by fpecie, nor, in all human probability, ever will. The ba
lance of the paper lent by Government, atid of the money bor
rowed from the people, is about 240,000 rix dollars in favour 
of the latter, fo that they would gain little by dellroying the 
credit of Government. 

13. The duty arifing from ftamped paper was early tntto
duccd, but limited to fuch public writings as were Ufued from 
the offices of the Secretary of Government and of the Court of 
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Juflice; an4 for aa:a figned by pubr1e notariea, until the arrival 
of the Commiffaries General, when it was confiderably ex
tended. At rrefent all billa of falc, receipts, petitions, and me~ 
moriala, muft be made out on ftamped paper. The limits of 
the ftamps are fixpence the loweft, and one hundred rix dollars 
or twenty pounds the -higbeft. 

The net proceeds of the colonial revenue for four fucceffive 
years will appear from the fo11owing table: 

Jranch'i of the t'uWic Jle,enue. Year 1798. Y,11 1799. Year 1800. Year 1801, 

---· ----- --·-
RJ, fa· JI RI.. fa• jl. RJ. JA. JI. Rt!, fa. JI 

I. Land Revenue 6o,6u 6 2 40,720 6 4 43,396 I i 47,885 6 i 
2. Duties on grain} 

and wine levied at 36,867 6 o 3s,,6+ 2 4 3 1,93o I 3 37,759 3 0 
the barrier 

3. Transfer duty on} 
H,S76 67,483 fales of immovable 33,_a, 1 ... 2 66,843 J s I s 1 0 

eftates 
4. Duty arifing from} 

Sale of buildings S.+4-• s 4 5,677 I 3 5,939 I 3 s,247 s 1 
on loan eftates 

S. Public vendue duty 48,182 s 3 59,916 I 2 61,166 3 o 85.,96o I 4: 
6. Fees received in} 

the Secretary's Of- 1,6S4 0 0 1,365 6 0 1,193 J 0 1,312 ., 0 
fice 

7. Cunom1 43,331 4 0 42,818 s 0 38,581 4 0 47,833 J 0 

8. Port fees 2,186 2 C 2,100 0 0 3,945 ... 0 5,498 0 0 

9. Po!lage of letters 641 s (l 9S0 0 (l .,.,. 7 Cl 1,394 6 0 
10. Seizures,fines,and} 10,181 0 I 7,58; 0 a a6,s1:a 0 0 S1SJJ s 0 Penalties 
11, Licences to retail} 

wine, beer, and fpi- 36,:zss 0 4 s 1• 133 I 4 65,191 s 2 93,200 0 0 
rituous liquors 

12. lnterellofthecapi•J 
tal lent out through 
the loan bank 

2s,sJt 6 I is,678 ... I .,,,40 I 3 25,957 0 I 

13. Duty arifing from J 
llaruped paper 18,403 + 0 10,348 6 ~ 18,751 0 0 25,6♦5 I 0 

- -- --- -Amount R. D. 321,5 •• ., S J6o,3ta 0 0 569,596 i 04so,.,,s :a 4 
or £. 64,~02 II I I 72,06:a 8 () 73.9 l'9 0 90,142 ,, ◄ 

JH2 Thefc 
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Thefe (uma were applied to the payment of falaries on the 
civil eftabliihment, the expences of the feveral departments, 
the repairs of Government buildings, and the contingencies. 
and extraordinaries of the colony, to all which, by a prudent 
economy, they were much more than adequate; for, on clofing 
the public accounts the year after the departure of Lord Macart
ney from his. government, there was a balance in the Treafury > 

amounting to between two and three hundred thoufand rix 
dollan. after every expence of the year had been liquidated. 

jUllJSP'RUDENC£. 

The outline of the conftitution and praclice of the Court of 
J uftice at the Cape I have already had occafion to notice, and 
to obfe"e that its members were chofen out of the burghers of 
the town, and were not profeffional men brought up in the ftudy 
of the law. The Fifcal, who is the public accufer in criminal 
matten, and the Secretary of the Court, are the only perfona. 
poifefred of legal knowledge. The jurifdiction of this Court 
extended to the trial of offences committed by the military ; in 
all fuch cafes, however, the Governor, aa Commander in Chief. 
had the power of nominating two military officers, to fit on the 
trial and give their votes, with the ordinary members, upon the 
eafe. The members of the Court may be confidered as a kind 
of fpecial jury, who, having beard the evidence adduced by 
the parties, decide upon the facla, and the Secretary points out 
the law. Their decifion, howeTer, is carried by a majority of 
Toicea. 

Two 
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Two of the members in turns form a monthly commulion, 
before which written evidence is produced by the attornies of 
the parties, and every information collected againft the full 
meeting of the Court, which is held once a fortnight. The 
doors are always fiiut ; there is no oral pleading; and the par
ties are entirely excluded. Decifion is pronounced upon the 
written and attefted documents that appear before them, and 
which, indeed, have been read by each member in the interval 
between the days of feffion. Were this not praclifed, fo great 
is the litigious difpofition of the people, they would not be able 
to go through the ordinary bufinefs. Forty or fifty caufes are 
fometimes dif patched in the Court in the courfe of one morn
ing ; and they hear none where the damages are not laid at a 
greater fum than 200 rix dollars or 40 /. All fuits, under this 
amount, are decided in an inferior Court called the Court if 
Commfjfariu far trying petty caufls: in the country diftricls the 
Landroft and Hemraaden are empowered to give judgment in 
all cafes where the damages to be recovered do not exceed 150 

rix dollars or 30/. 

This litigious fpirit in the people, who are mofily related one 
way or another, and who always addrefs each other by the name 
of coujin, is encouraged by the attornies, who, in the Cape, 
may truly be called a neft of vermin fattening on the credulity 
of the people. To become a procureur it is by no meant ne
ceff'ary to fiudy the law. Hence any bankrupt fiiopkeeper, or 
reduced officer~ or clerk in any of the departments, may fet up 
for an attorney. The bufinefs confifis in taking down depo
fitions in writing, and drawing up a ftate of the cafe for the 
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nation of the monthly commifiionera, and afterwards to be laid 
before the full Court. As their charges, in fome degree, depend 
\Jpon the quantity of paper written, fuch papers are generally 
pretty -votu•minoua. The experu:ea of a fingle fuit will fometimea 
amount to 400 I. or 500 I. fterling, when, at the fame time, the 
objea of litigation was not worth 1 oo /. 

The office of Fifcal is one of the moA: important in the co
lony. As public accufer it is his duty to profecute, in the Court 
of Juftice, all high crimes and mifdemeanors; and as Solicitor
General to the Crown he is to all in all cafea where the intereft 
of Government it concerned. As Chief Magiftrate of the po
lice, both within and without the town, he is authorized to 
inSia corporal punHhment on flaves, Hottentot&, and others, 
not being burghers, for petty offences, riotous behaviour, or 
otlier ac!ls that cannot be confidered as directly criminal. The 
Flfcal hall alfo the power of impofing fines, and of accepting 
pecuniary compofition for mifdemeanors, infults, breach of co~ 
trael in cafcs where the offender docs not with to rHk a public 
trial. The fum, however, that in cafes of compromife can be 
demanded by the Fifcal, waa limited, under the Briti(h Govern
ment, to 200 rix dollars. For it appeared tha:, under former 
Fifcals, many and enormous abufes had been praelifed in the 
levying of fines, particular I y in cafes where the nature of the 
ofFeoce was fuch that the accufed chofe rather to pay a large fum 
of money than (uffer his caufe to be inveftigatcd before a full 
court. The Fifcal, being entitled to one-third of all fuch pe
Qalties, took care to lay them aa heavy aa he thou,ht the cafea 
would bear. What a temptation was here laid for frail mortal 
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man, in his fifcal capacity, to be guilty of injuftice and extor
tion, by leaving the power of fixing the penalty in the breaft of 
the very man who was to reap the benefit of it ! To the honour 
of the man be it fpoken, who held this important but odious 
fituation, during the government of Britain at the Cape, hia 
moft inveterate enemies, and he and every one who fills the 
office muft daily make fuch, never accufed him either of making 
an undue ufe of his authority, or of ftudying his own intereft in 
this refpea:. The Engli{h found him and left him poor, buc 
not without fome, though not adequate, acknowlcdgment of 
his f ervices. 

The office of Fifcal confifted of the principal and a deputy, a 
clerk, two bailiffs, two jailon, eight conftabtes, and nineteen 
blacks and Malays, ufually called KatTers. The whole expence 
to Government waa under 10,000 rix dollars; the Court of Juf
tice and Secretary's Office to the Court was about the fame fum. 
fo that the adminiftration of juftice coft the Government about 
4000 /. fterling a year. 

'Ihe Co11rl of Commijfat its for trying pelly faits, and far tlllllri
mo,,ial a_ffairs, confifta of a Prefident, a Vice-prefident, and four 
members, whofe fituations are merely honorary, and are biennial .. 
The duties of the Court, u the name implies, are divided into 
two diftina clatfes : firft, to decide in fuits where the fum in 
litigation does not exceed 40 /. ; and f econdl y, to grant licencea 
of marriage where, on exalO,Ulation of the parties, there appears 
to be no legal impediment. 

In 
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In its 6rft capacity it may be confidered as a fort of Court of 
Conf cience. The pronenefs of the people to litigation made it 
necetfary, notwithftanding the fcanty population, to eftabli{b this 
as a relief to the Superior Court, by taking off its hanJs the de
cifion of a multiplicity of trifling f uits, as well as, by a fummary 
mode of proceeding, to prevent heavy coils. The procefs for 
the recovery of a debt is very fimple. A f ummons is fent from 
the Secretary to the debtor, forty-eight hours before the meeting 
of the Court, which is every Saturday. The parties are heard, 
a decifion taken, and fentence pronounced. An appeal lies to 
the Superior Court. 

In order to obtain a licence for marriage, it is neceffary for 
both perfons to appear perfonally before the Court, to anfwer to 
fuch queftions as may be put to them concerning their age, the 
confent of parents or guardians, their relationlhip, and fuch 
like ; after which a certificate is given, and the banns are pub• 
lilhed thrice in the church. The confent of parents or guar
dians is neceffary to be had by all who marry under the age of 
twenty-five years. If the confent of parents or guardians be 
refufed to a minor, the removal of the objeaions is left to the 
difcretion of the Court. If either of the parties has been mar
ried before, and has children, a certificate muft be produced 
from the Secretary of the Orphan Chamber, or from the notary 
appointed to adminifter to the affairs of the children, that the 
Jaws of the colony relating to inheritance have been duly com
plied with. 

The 
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The Weylammer, or chamber for managing the effects of 
minors and orphans, is one of the original infiitutions of the 
colony, and is modelled on thofe eftablilhments of a fimilar 
kind that are found in every city and town of the Mother 
Country. The nature of their laws of inheritance pointed out 
the expediency of public guardians to protea: and manage the 
property of thofe who, during their minority, fhould be left in 
an orphan ftate. In this inftance the Dutch have departed from 
the civil or Roman law on which their fyftem of jurifprudence 
is chiefly grounded. By their laws of property the eftates and 
moveables of two perfons entering into wedlock become a joint 
flock, of which each party has an equal participation; and, on 
the death of either, the children are entitled to that half of the 
joint property whith belonged to the deceafed, unlefs it may 
have been otherwife dif pofed of by will ; and here the legifia
ture has wifely interfered to allow of fuch dif pofal only ooder 
certain reftril\:iona and limitations. The Dutch laws, regarding 
property, are more inclinable to the interefts of the children, 
than favourable to the extenfion of parental authority. To 
enable a man to dlfinherit a child, he muft bring proof of his 
having committed one, at leaft, of the crimes of children againft 
parents, which are enumerated in the J uftinian code. 

To guard againft abufes in the management of the provifion 
which the law has made for minors and orphans, and to fecure 
the property to which they are entitled, are the duties of the 
Orphan Chamber, Its authority extends alfo to the adminiftra
tion of the effells, either of natives or fl:rangers, who may die 
inteftate. At the deceafe of either parent, where there are 
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children, an account of the joint property is taken by the Cham
ber, and in the event of the furvivor intending to marry a 
fecond time, fuch furvivor muft pafs a bond to fecure the half 
fhare of the deceafed to the children by the former marriage. 

This excellent inftitution is managed by a prefident and four 
members, a fecretary, and feveral clerks. Their emoluments 
arife from a per centage of 2 ! on the amount of all property 
that comes under their adminiftration, and from f ums of money 
accruing from the intereft of unclaimed property, and the com
pound intereft arifing from the unexpended incomes of orphans 
duri~g their minority. The Secretary, in addition to a fixed 
falary, has an allowance of 4 per cent. on the fale of orphan 
property, which almoft always takes place in order to make a 
juft diftribution among the children. This is confidered a-a an 
indemnification for his ref ponfibility to the board for the pay
ment of the property fold. The clerks divide among them one 
per cent., fo that all orphan property, pafiing through the 
Chamber, fuffers a redutlion of 7½ per cent. upon the capita1, 
which is 2 t per cent. lefs than when left to the adminiftration 
of private executors, who have 5 per cent. for their trouble, 
and muft pay 5 per cent. on the public vendue, from which the 
Orphan Chamber is exempt. 

RELIGION. 

Calvanifm, or the Reformed Church as it ha-a ufually been 
called, is the eftablilhed religion of the colony. Other feas 
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wer~ tolerated, but they were neither countenanced, nor paid, 
nor preferred by the Dutch. The Germans, who are equally 
numerous with the Dutch, and moftly Lutherans, had great 
difficulty in obtaining permiffion to build a church, in which, 
however, they at length fucceeded; but they were neither fuf
fered to creel: a fteeple nor to hang a bell. A Methodift chapel 
has alfo lately been built ; and the Moravians have a church in 
the country ; but the Malay Mahomedans, being refufed a 
church, perform their public fervice in the ftooe quarriea at 
the head of the town. Other fecb have not yet found them
felves fufficiently numerous or opulent to form a community. 

The body of the clergy are in no part of the world more 
fuitably provided for, or more generally refpel\:cd, than in this 
country; a confequence of their being fupported entirely by 
Govern·ment, .and not by any tax or tythe laid upon the public. 
Their fituation, it is true, leads not to affluence, but it places 
them beyond the apprehenfion of want or pecuniary embarraff
mcnts ; and it fecures to their widows a fubfiftence for life. 
The falaries and the emoluments, which all of them enjoy, both 
in the town and the country diftricb, are nearly on an equality. 
By their rank, which is next to that of the Prefident of the 
Court of Juftice in town, and of the Landroft in the country, 
they are entitled to feek connections with the firft and wealthieft 
families in the colony. None would think of refufing his 
daughter's hand to the folicitations of a clergyman; and the 
lady ufually confidered the precedence at church as a full com
penfation for the lofs of balls, cards, and other amufements 
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which her new fituation obliged her to relinquilh. Somo 
changes, however, of fuch fentiments were faid to have taken 
place, on the part of the ladies, with the change of their former 
Government, and that whatever might ftill be the opinion of 
the parents, they began to doubt whether the eaf y and unre
firained gaiety of a red coat might not be equally productive of 
happinefs with the gravity of a black one. 

But the introduction of new manners and new fentiments 
produced no direliclion fo the pious deportment of the clergy 
and their families ; nor was there any change in the exterior 
marks of devotion among the laity. The former are fcrupu
loufiy exalt in the obfervance of the feveral duties of their 
office, and the latter equally fo in their attendance of public 
worthip. In the country the boors carry their devotion to an 
excefs .,f inconvenience that looks very like hypocrify. From 
fame parts of the colony it requires a journey of a week or 
ten days to go to the neareft church, yet the whole family fel
dom fails in their attendance twice or thrice in a year. 

The duties of the clergy are not very laborious, though 
pretty much the fame as in Europe. They attend church twice 
on Sundays, vifit the fick when fent for, and bellow one morn
ing in the week to examine young perfons in the confeffion of 
faith. They muft alfo compofe their fermon for Sunday, and 
learn it by heart. Their congregation would have little ref pea: 
for their talents if it was read to them, though of their own 
compofing. Nothing will do in a Dutch church but an ex-

temporary 
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temporary rant; and they all go to church in expcclation of 
fome glance being made at the prevailing topic of the day, and 
return fatisfied or dif pleafed according as the preacher baa 
coincided with or oppofed their fentiments on the fubjed of his 
difoourfe. 

The clergy have alfo the direll:ion of the funds raifed for the 
relief of the poor. Thefe funds are efiablifhed from weekly 
donations, made by all fuch as attend divine fervice, from lega.
cies, and from the fums demanded by the church on the eman
cipation of naves. The intereft is applied towards the fuccour 
and fupport of thofe whom old age, infirmities, accident, or the 
common misfortunes of life, may have rendered incapable of 
affifting themfelves. This clafs is not very numerous in the 
Cape, and is compofed monJy of fuch as have been denied, in 
their e;:arly days, the means of making any provifion againft old 
ag~ ; chiefly emancipated flaves, whofe heft part of their life 
has been dedicated entirely to the fervice of their owners. 

An unfuccefsful attempt was made fome years ago to eftabli(h 
a public grammar-fchool at the Cape, and the clergymen were 
nominated as curators. A fund for this purpofe was intended 
to be raifed by fubfcription, and every one was ready to put 
down his name, but 'Very few came forwards with the money. 
After the purchafe of a fuitable houfe, they found there was no
thing left to afford even a moderate falary for a Latin mafter; 
and the clergy of the Cape, who are the only fit perfons to take 
upon them the important tafk of inftrulHng youth, are already 

too 
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too well provided for by Government to engage in fo laborious 
an employ. 

The amount of the funds belonging to the Reformed Church 
in Cape Town, in the year J 798, was, Rd. 11 o,84~ I 2 or 
22,168 /. 8 1. 8 d., and the fubfiftence granted to the poor was 
Rd. 5564 2 or JI 12 /. 171. The fltt1da of the Lutheran Church 
were Rd. 74,148 2 2 or 14,829/. 131. 2d., and the relief grant~d 
to the poor Rd. 972 2 1 or 194/. 91. 2d. 

IMPROVEMENTS SUGGESTED. 

Before any confiderable degree of improvement can be ex
peaed in thofe parts of the country, not very diftant from the 
Cape, it will be necefrary, by fome means or other, to increafe 
the quantity and to reduce the prefent enormous price of la
bour. The moft effetl:ual way, perhaps, of doing this, would 
be the introducl:ion of Chinefe. Were about ten thoufaad of 
this induftrioua race of men diftributed over the Cape diftrill, 
and thofe divifions of Stellenbofch and Drakenftein which lie 
on the Cape fide of the mountains, the face of the country 
would exhibit a very different appearance in the courfe of a few 
years; the markets would be better and more reafooably fupplied, 
and an abundance of furplus produce acquired for exportation. 
It is not here meant that thefe Chinefe filould be placed under 
the farmers; a fituation in which they might probably become, 
like the poor Hottentot&, rather a load and an encumbrance on 
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the colony, than a benefit to it. The pooreft peafant in China, 
if a free man, acquires notions of propeny. After paying a 
certain proportion of his produce to the State, which is limited 
and defined, the reft is entirely bis own ; and though the Em
peror is confidered as the fole proprietary of the foil, the land 
is never taken from him fo long as he continues to pay his 
proportion of produce to Government. 

I lhould propofe then, that all the pieces of ground inter
vening between the large farms and other wafte lands lhould 
be granted to the Chinefe on payment of a moderate rent 
after the firft feven years. The Britilh Government would find 
no difficulty in prevailing upon that, or a greater, number of 
thefe people to leave China; nor is the Government of that 
country fo very firill or felicitous in preventing its fubjella 
from leaving their native land as is ufually fuppofed. The 
maxims of the State forbad it at a time when it was more 
politic to prevent emigrations than now, when an abundant 
population, occafionally above the level of the means Gf fub
fiftence, fubjells thoufands to periih at home for want of the ne
cefi"aries of life. Emigrations take place every year co Manilla, 
Batavia, Prince of Wales' Ifland, and to other parts of thc
eaftern world. 

In the diftant parts or the colony, where there is wafte land 
in the greateft abundance, it would be advifeable to hold out 
the fame encouragement to the Hottentots as they have met 
with from the Hernhiiters at Bavian's Kloof. a meafure that 
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would be equally beneficial to the boor and the Hottentot, 
and prevent the many horrid murders that difgrace humanity. 

The next ftep to improvement would be to oblige all the 
Dutch landholders to enclofe their eftates, agreeably to the ori
ginal plans which are depofited in the Secretary's Office. By 
planting hedge rows and trees, the grounds would not only be 
better fheltered, but the additional quantity of moifture that 
would be attracted from the air, would prevent the furface from 
being fo much fcorched in the fummer months. The almond, 
as I have obferved, grows rapidly in the drieft and pooreft foils, 
and fo does the pomgranate, both of which would ferve for 
hedges. The lemon•tree, planted thick, makes a profitable as 
well as an extremely beautiful and excellent hedge, but it re
quires to be planted on grounJ that is rather moift. The leur
/;00111 or fapbora capenji1 grows in hard dry foils, as will alfo two 
or three of the larger kind of proteas. 

The vineyards, inftead of being pruned down to the ground, 
fo that the bunches of grapes frequently reft upon it, 1hould be 
led up props or efpaliers, or trailc,;d, as in Madeira, along the 
furface of lattice work. The ftrong Spanifh reed that grows 
abundantly in the colony is well fuited for this purpofe, which 
would not only free the grapes from the peculiar earthy tafte 
that is always communicated to the wine, but would caufe the 
fame extent of vineyard to produce more than double the quan
tity of grapes. A family or two from the ifland of Madeira, to 
inftrua them in the procefs of making wine, would be of efi'en
tial ufe to the colony. 

A better 
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A better fyftem of tillage of the corn lands could not fail to 
be produaive of a confiderable increafc in the returns of grain. 
The breed of horfes has fo much improved fince the capture by 
the Englifh, that thefe may foon be fubftitutcd for oxen in all 
the purpofes of hufbandry, and f mall Engliih ploughs made to 
fuperfede their prefent unwieldy machines. 

With refpell: to the country boors, it will require a l<'ng time 
before any effectual fteps can be adopted for the improvement 
of their condition. One of the moll: eligible plans, perhaps, 
would be the eftablifhment of fairs or markets at Algoa Bay, 
Plettenberg's Bay, Mo!fel Bay, and Saldanha Bay; to which, 
at certain fixed periods, once a month or quarter for inftance, 
they might drive down their cattle, and bring their other articles 
of produce for fale. 

This might immediately be effecled by prohibiting the but
chers from fending round their fervants to collea cattle at the 
boors' houfes; and by giving public notice of the times at which 
the markets would be held at the different places. At. Algoa 
Bay a great variety of produce, befides lheep and horned cattle, 
might be exhibited together, not only from the boors, but alfo 
from the Kaffers and the Hottentots. Thefe people would, no 
doubt, be very glad to give their ivory and fkins of leopards 
asd antelopes in exchange for iron, beads, and tobacco, and 
perhaps coarfe ,loths, provided they were allowed to take the 
advantage of a fair and open market. The honey that abounds 
in all the forefts would be collell:ed by the Hottentots and 
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brought to the market at Plettenberg's Bay, where the great 
plenty of timber might alfo lead to a very cxtenfive commerce 
and furnifh employment for numbers of this race of natives, 
who require only proper encouragement to become valuable 
tnembers of fociety. An eftablHhment of Moravian miffionaries 
at this bay would prove of infinite benefit to the colony. It 
would be difficult to perfuade the boor of this, and nothing 
W1>uld convince him of the truth of it, but the circumflance of 
his being &!Me to procure as good a waggon for 150 or 200 rix 
.Wlara as he muft now putchafe at the rate of 400 dollars in 
Cape Town. 

It would be no fmall advantage to the boors, who dwell fome 
hundred miles from the fea--coaft, to carry back in their wag
gonr a quantity of fatted fifh, which might be prepared to any 
extent at all the bays ; this article would not only furnilh them 
with an ag,-eeable variety to their prefent unremitting confump
tion of fteih meat three times a day, but would ferve alfo, ac
cording to their own ideas, as a corrective to the fuperabundance 
of bile which the e,cclufive ufe of butchers' meat is fuppofed 
to engender. To cultivate the filheries on the coaft of Africa. 
would afford the means of employment and an ample fource of 
provifion for a great number of Hottentot familiea. 

At MofTel Bay, befides the fifheries, there are two articles, 
the natural produce of the country, in the co Ilea ion and pre
paration of which the Hottentots might very advantageoufiy be 
employed, both to tbemfelves and to the community. Thefe 
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are aloes and barilla, the plant that produces the lid\ growing 
in every part of the diftriet that furrounds the bay, and that 
from the afhes of which the other ia procured being equall1 
abundant in the plain through which the Olifant River flows at 
no great diftance from the bay. Here too the cultivation of 
grain and pulfe might be greatly extended. 

If the introducHon of Chincfe were e1Fell:ed, the markets of 
Cape Town and Saldanha Bay could not fail to be moft abWl• 

dandy fupplied with wine, grain, pulfe, fruit, and vegetables; 
probably to fuch a degree as not to be excelled in the world, 
either for price, quality, or quantity. 

The confequence of fuch a fyA:em of eftablifuing marktta 
would he the immediate ereffioo of villages at thefe placca. 
To each village might be allowed a church, with a clergyyman, 
who might act at the fame time aa village fchoolmaR:er. The 
farmers' children put out to board would contribute to the fpeedy 
enlargement of the villages. The farmers would thua be excited 
to a fort of emulation, by feeing the produce of each other co~ 
pared together, and prices offered for them proportionate to 
their quality, inR:ead of their being delivered to the butcher. 
as they now are, good and bad together, at fo much per head. 
The good effects produced by occafionally meeting in fociety 
would fpeedily be felt. The languor, the liftlelfnefs, and the 
heavy and vacant ftare, that characterize the Afriean peafan~ 
would gradually wear off. The meeting together of the young 
people would promote the dance, the fon.g, and gambols on 
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the village green, now totally unknown ; and cheerfulnefs and 
converfation would fucceed to the prefent ftupid lounging about 
the houfe, fullen iilence, and torpid apathy. The acquaint
ance with new objeas would beget new ideas, roufing the 
dormant powers of the mind ta energy, and of the body to ac
tion. By degrees, as he became more civilized by focial inter
courfe, hu!Danity as well as his intereft would teach him to give 
encouragement to the Hottentota in his employ to engage in 
ufeful labour, and to feel, like himfelf, the benefits arifing from 
honeft induftry. 

The eftabluhment of villages in an extenfive country thinly 
peopled may t>e confidered as the firft ftcp to a higher ftate 
of civilization. A town or a village, like the heart in the 
animal frame, collelb, receil'es, and dif perfes the moft valuable 
produas of the country of which it is the centre, giving life 
and energy and aaivity by the conftant circulation which it 
promotes, Whereas while men continue to be thinly fcattered 
over a country, although they may have within their reach all 
the necefTaries of life in a fuperfiuity, they will have very few of 
its comforts or even of its moft ordinary conveniences. Without 
a mutual intercourfe and affiftance among men, life would be a 
confiant fuccefilon of make-fhifts and fubftitutions. 

The good effel\s refulting from fuch meafures are not to be 
expelled as the work of a day, but they are fuch as might, in 
time, be brought about. It would not, however, be attended 
with much difficulty to bring the people clofer together, and to 
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furnilh them with the means of fuitable education for their 
children. To open them new markets for their produce, and, 
by frequent intercourfe with one another, to make them feel 
the comforts and the conveniences of facial life. Whether the 
Dutch will be able to fucceed in doing this, or whether they will 
give themfelvcs the trouble of making the experiment, is doubt
ful, but thould it once again become a BritHh fcttlement, thefe 
or fimilar regulations would be well deferving the attention of 
Government. 

But, above all, the eftablHhment of a proper public fchool 
in the capital, with mafters from Europe qualilied to undertake 
the different departments of literature, demands the firft atten
tion of the Government, whether it be Dutch or Englilh. FQr 
as long as the fountain-head is fuffered to remain troubled and 
muddy, the attempt would be vain to purify the ftreams that 
ilf ue from it. It is painful to fee fo great a number of pro
mifing young men as are to be found in Cape Town, entirely 
ruined for want of a fuitable education. The mind of a boy 
of fourteen cannot be fuppofed to remain in a fiatc of inall:ivity, 
and if not employed in laying up a fiock of ufeful knowledge; 
the chances are it will imbibe a tafte for all the vices with 
which it is furrounded, and of which the catalogue in this co
lony is by no means deficient. 

CoNcLu-
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CONCLUSION. 

Having now taken a "View of the importance and value elf 
Cape of Good Hope, as a military and naval ftation, as a feat 
of commerce, as a central depot for the Southern Whale Fiiliery, 
and as a territorial pofTeffion, I lhall only add, by way of con
clufian, that under the prefent implacable difpoiition of France 
towards this country, and the infatiable ambition of its Go
vernment, Great Britain never can relinqui{h the pofTcffion of 
this colony, for any length of time, without ferioufly endanger
ing the fafety of her Indian trade and the exiftence of her em
pire in the Eaft; both of which were effecl:ually fecured, at 
leaft from external attack, by the occupation of this important 
outwork. 

The facility it affords, at all times, of throwing into India a 
fpeedy reinforcement of well feafoned troops, which never can be 
fupplied efFeltually from England how much fo ever they may 
be required, muft always ftamp an indelible value on the Cape. 
How defireable would it be, at the prefent momentous crifis, to 
have the ufual garrifon there of 5000 effed:ive men, to reinforce 
our fmall but altive army in India, infiead of fending troops from 
England, of whom, judging from paft experience, two-thirds of 
thofe who may furvive the voyage, will be totally unfit, on their 
arrival there, for any kind of fervice. It is to be hoped then, 
that the Direltors of the Eaft India Company are at length 
become fenfible of their error with regard to this important co-
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lony and, having feen it, that fucb meafures have been fug
gefted and folicited by them as may again put us in poifeffion 
of that advance poft, by which their political and commercial 
interejls in the Etyl Indies will l,e flcured and promoted, and 
without which thofe interefts will conftantly be expofed to dan
gers that may not only threaten but finally terminate in a total 
fubverfion :-Et vitam impendere vero. 
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